7KDQNVIRUYRWLQJ

7

KLV\HDUKDVEHHQRXUEHVW\HDU\HW:LWKDUHFRUGQXPEHURIYRWHVZHNQRZ\RXSLFNHGWKHEHVWRIWKH
EHVWWRUHSUHVHQWWKH3DFLƓF,I\RXōUHQHZWRPDLQODQG-DSDQ2NLQDZD*XDPRU.RUHD\RXSUREDEO\
NQRZKRZRYHUZKHOPLQJWKHPRYHFDQEHEXW\RXFDQJHWE\ZLWKDOLWWOHKHOSIURP\RXUIULHQGV,QWKLV
FDVH\RXUIULHQGVDUHWKRVHLQWKHPLOLWDU\FRPPXQLW\VWDWLRQHGLQWKH3DFLƓFřDQGWKLVKHUHPDJD]LQH,I
\RXōUHORRNLQJIRUDUHSXWDEOHFDUGHDOHUWKHEHVWSODFHWRVKRSRQRURIIEDVHRUHYHQWKHEHVWSODFHWRJUDED
VOLFHRISL]]DWXUQWKHVHSDJHVDQGVHHZKDWWKHYRWHUVKDGWRVD\
)RUWKHSDVW\HDUV6WDUVDQG6WULSHVKDVEHHQWDOO\LQJXSWKHYRWHVRIWKHPLOLWDU\FRPPXQLW\DQGVKDULQJ
WKHYDOXDEOHLQIRUPDWLRQIRUWKHVROHSXUSRVHRIPDNLQJ\RXUWUDQVLWLRQKHUHHDVLHU
1HZWKLV\HDUZHDGGHGDVPDOOEDVHZLQQHUWRVHYHUDORIWKHFDWHJRULHV:HZDQWHGWRPDNHVXUHWRVKRZ
VRPHORYHWRVRPHRIWKHEDVHVWKDWPLJKWQRWKDYHDORWRIYRWHUVEXWVWLOOKDYHJUHDWWKLQJVWRFKHFNRXW
,QKHUHQRWRQO\ZLOO\RXƓQGRXWZKRWKH%HVWRI3DFLƓFLVIRUHDFKRI
WKHFDWHJRULHVEXW\RXZLOODOVRƓQGRXWZK\WKH\ZRQ9RWHVDUH
LPSRUWDQWEXWWKHUHDVRQEHKLQGZK\)UHGIURPGRZQWKHVWUHHW
YRWHGIRUWKH3L]]D+XWRQ.DGHQDLVMXVWDVLPSRUWDQW
7DNHIRULQVWDQFHWKLV\HDUōV%HVWRI3DFLƓFŊ$)13HUVRQDOLW\
ZLQQHUIRU2NLQDZD&SO%HQMDPLQ:KLWWHQ+HYRWHGIRU
KLPVHOIDQGVDLGKLVYRLFHLVŏVPRRWKOLNHPRODVVHVŐ$QG
\RXNQRZZKDW"9RWHUVDJUHHG7KDWōVWKHEHDXW\RIWKLV
ŊEUDJJLQJULJKWVŊDQGQRZ\RXNQRZZKHQWRWXQHLQ
IRUVRPHJRRGUDGLRRUZKHUHWRJRIRUDJUHDWIDPLO\
GLQQHU &DSSULFLRVDLVZKHUH\RXZDQWWRJRRQ*XDP
-RKQŏ-D\Ő$QGUHIURPWKH*XDP1DWLRQDO*XDUGVDLG
WKH\VHUYHXSŏJHQHURXVSRUWLRQVWKDWFDQIHHGSHRSOH
LQVRPHFDVHVŐ RUZKRLVWKHEHVWFHOOSKRQHSURYLGHU
LQ.RUHD 0RQLFD0HQGH]IURP.XQVDQ$LU%DVHVDLG/*
8LVŏ7KHIDVWHVWEHVWVHUYLFH,HYHUKDG7KHFXVWRPHU
KRWOLQHLVKHOSIXOŐ 
%HVWRIDOOWKLVLQVLGHULQIRDQGWKHPDJD]LQHDUH)5((
%HVWRIWKH3DFLƓFLVDOZD\VIUHHMXVWOLNHDOOWKHFRPPXQLW\
FRQWHQWIURP6WDUVDQG6WULSHV)URPRXUZHHNO\QHZVSDSHUV
LQWKHEOXHER[HVRQEDVH 6WULSHV-DSDQ6WULSHV2NLQDZD
6WULSHV*XDP6WULSHV.RUHD WRRXUZHEVLWHV 6WULSHV-DSDQFRP
6WULSHV2NLQDZDFRP6WULSHV.RUHDFRP*XDP6WULSHVFRP ZHKDYH
\RXFRYHUHG
$QGVLQFHZHFRXOGQōWGRWKLVZLWKRXW\RXDQGWKRVHWKRXVDQGVRIYRWHVFDVWRQOLQH
ZHWKDQN\RX$VDWRNHQRIRXUDSSUHFLDWLRQHDFKSHUVRQZKRYRWHGZDVHQWHUHGLQWRDUDIŴHWRZLQRQHRI
WKUHHJLIWFDUGVRIXSWR&RQJUDWXODWLRQVWRWKHOXFN\WKUHHZKRWRRNKRPHWKHSUL]HV'DU\O+RGJHVIURP
2NLQDZD  DQG5REHUW0DQQ  DQG-RKQ&<RXQJ  IURP.RUHDSUREDEO\VSHQWDFRPELQHG
PLQXWHVWRYRWHDQGQRZWKH\ōUHDOLWWOHULFKHUIRUWKHH[SHULHQFH,QKHUH\RXōOODOVRƓQGVRPHJUHDWSKRWRV
\RXUIHOORZPLOLWDU\FRPPXQLW\PHPEHUVVXEPLWWHGHDUOLHUWKLV\HDUIRURXU:HOFRPHWRWKH3DFLƓFPDJD]LQH
DIDQWDVWLFUHVRXUFHWRHDVH\RXUWUDQVLWLRQWRDQHZEDVHRYHUVHDV&KHFNLWRXWIRUPRUHRIWKHLQVLGHUWLSV\RX
QHHGUHJDUGLQJJHWWLQJ\RXUGULYHUōVOLFHQVHƓJXULQJRXWORFDOODZVFXVWRPVDQGHWLTXHWWHHWF,WōVMXVWDQRWKHU
H[DPSOHRI\RXPDNLQJWKLVDQGDOORI6WULSHVōSXEOLFDWLRQVWUXO\\RXUV
:HUHDOO\HQMR\HGKHDULQJIURP\RXJX\VDQGZHZDQWHYHU\RQHWRNQRZWKDWWKHIHHGEDFNGRHVQōWQHHG
WRVWRSZLWKWKH%23YRWLQJ6ROHWXVNQRZZKDW\RXWKLQN2XUFRPPXQLW\ZHEVLWHVDUHXSDQG\RXFDQ
UHDFKXVRQ)DFHERRN6HQGXVDPHVVDJHDQGSOHDVHGRQōWIRUJHWWRIROORZXV#6WULSHV3DFLƓF

Denisse Rauda,

%HVWRIWKH3DFLƓF(GLWRU

%(672)7+(3$&,),&67$))
Denisse Rauda
(',725

Yuko Okazaki

/$<287'(6,*1(5

Max D. Lederer Jr.
38%/,6+(5

Lt. Col. Richard E. McClintic
&200$1'(5

Joshua M. Lashbrook
&+,()2)67$))

Michael Davidson
5(9(18(',5(&725

Marie Woods
38%/,6+,1*$1'0(',$'(6,*1',5(&725

Chris Carlson
38%/,6+,1*$1'0(',$'(6,*10$1$*(5

Kentaro Shimura
352'8&7,210$1$*(5

Rie Miyoshi
(1*$*(0(170$1$*(5
$5($0$1$*(56

Monte Dauphin, Japan/Guam
Scott Wheeler, Okinawa
Rick Villanueva, Korea
08/7,0(',$&2168/7$176

Max Genao
Doug Johnson
Hans Simpson
Gianni Youn

Brian Jones
Jason Lee
Chae Pang Yi
Robert Zuckerman

6$/(66833257

Kazumi Hasegawa Hiromi Isa
Ichiro Katayanagi Yoko Noro
Yusuke Sato Chae Yon Son
Saori Tamanaha
*5$3+,&'(6,*1(56
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Ayako Kamio Yukiyo Oda
Kenichi Ogasawara Kayoko Shimoda
Yosuke Tsuji
6WULSHV%HVWRIWKH3DFLƓFLVDQ
H[FOXVLYH6WDUVDQG6WULSHVDGYHUWLVLQJ
VXSSOHPHQWIRUPHPEHUVRIWKH86
PLOLWDU\FRPPXQLW\VHUYLQJRYHUVHDV7KH
FRQWHQWKHUHLQLVXQRIƓFLDODQGLVQRWWR
EHFRQVLGHUHGDVWKHRIƓFLDOYLHZVRIRU
HQGRUVHGE\6WDUVDQG6WULSHVWKH86
JRYHUQPHQWRUWKH'HSDUWPHQWRI'HIHQVH
7KHDGYHUWLVLQJLQWKLVSXEOLFDWLRQGRHVQRW
FRQVWLWXWHHQGRUVHPHQWE\6WDUVDQG6WULSHV
RIWKHSURGXFWVRUVHUYLFHVDGYHUWLVHG$OO
ULJKWVUHVHUYHG&RYHUDQGFRQWHQWVPD\QRW
EHUHSURGXFHGLQZKROHRULQSDUWZLWKRXW
SULRUZULWWHQSHUPLVVLRQ
(PDLOFDUOVRQFKULV#VWULSHVFRPZLWK
TXHVWLRQVRUFRPPHQWV7RVXEVFULEHWR
6WDUVDQG6WULSHVHPDLO663FLUFXODWLRQ#
VWULSHVFRP0DLOLQJDGGUHVV8QLW
$32$3
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2019 WINNER

WingStreet
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2019 WINNER

Temple of the Golden Pavilion in Kyoto
Photo by Chance Stalcup

-

DSDQKDV
PDQ\JUHDW
WKLQJVWR
RIIHUDQGWKHUHLV
DOZD\VVRPHWKLQJ
QHZWRFKHFNRXW
:KLOH6DVHER1DYDO
%DVHLVQōWQHZEDVHG
RIILWVZLQVLQVHYHUDOVPDOO
EDVHFDWHJRULHVWKLV\HDU\RX
PLJKWZDQWWRSRSLQIRUDYLVLW
7KHUHZHUHDOVRPDQ\UHSHDW
ZLQQHUVLQWKLV\HDUōV%HVWRIWKH3DFLƓF
YRWLQJEXWWKDWōVMXVWƓQHZLWKXV:KRDUHZHWR
DUJXH":HōUHQRWWKHH[SHUWV:HOHDYHWKDWXSWR
\RX$QGZKHQWKHYRWHVDUHWDOOLHGDQGZHJHWWKH
VDPHZLQQHU\HDUDIWHU\HDULWRQO\YDOLGDWHVWKHPDV
WUXO\WKHEHVWRIWKH3DFLƓF
%XWZKDWRIWKRVHSODFHV\RXGLGQōWNQRZDERXW"
<RXUIHOORZVHUYLFHPHPEHUVDUHSDVVLQJRQWKH
ZLVGRPWKH\ZHUHJLYHQZKHQWKH\36&GLQE\
VKDULQJDIHZJHPVKLGGHQLQVLGHWKLVPDJD]LQH\RX
KROGLQ\RXUYHU\KDQG
+RZHOVHDUH\RXJRLQJWRƓQGRXWWKDW\RXFDQJHW
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WKHEHVW
WKDLIRRGDWD
EDVHERZOLQJ
DOOH\RUWKDW&RFR&XUU\
,FKLEDQ\DLV67,//JUHDW
IRUWKHIDPLO\DQG7+(
H[DPSOHRIWKHEHVWFXOWXUDOIRRG
H[SHULHQFHWKLVHQWLUHFRXQWU\KDVWR
RIIHU":HMXVWWDOO\WKHYRWHVIRONV
5HLJQLQJFKDPS.HOO\ .HOO\ZLWKRYHU
\HDUVRIH[SHULHQFHVHOOLQJFDUVWRVHUYLFHPHPEHUV
RXWVLGHRI<RNRWD$LU%DVHLV$OLVKD$UFKDQJHOōV
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQŏ:HSXUFKDVHGYHKLFOHVIURP
WKHPDQGWKH\KDYHQHYHUOHWXVGRZQŐ
VKHVDLG
1RRQHZDQWVWRJHWOHWGRZQVR
WXUQWKHSDJHDQGFKHFN
RXWWKHWRSYRWH
JHWWHUVLQ-DSDQ
:KDWDUH\RX
ZDLWLQJIRU"

★ SHOPPING ★
Photo by Greg Tyler, Stars and Stripes

store in Sasebo
“areThe
is top-notch. Employees
yees
super friendly and always

“They have various sizes
and dresses perfect for
parties.”

- Truc Tran,
Yokosuka Naval Base

assist with every need. The
store is always clean, and the
layout is perfect for everyone
to enjoy!”

“Always has a nice selection
n
of products and the
customer service is on point.”
t.”

- Juni Eiselstein,
n,
Sasebo Naval Base
e

- Hans Christian,
Sasebo Naval Base

“Everybody has a
good smile! (^-^)/”

SASEBO NEX

- Hiromi Nishimura,
Sasebo Naval Base

SMALL BASE

- Jerrod Plummer,
Yokota AB

“

Honestly, it is the
closest feeling to being
at Walmart again.”

- Roberta Plummer,
Yokota AB

BEST
(;&+$1*(
YOKOSUKA NEX
BIG BASE

“More variety
“M
ety
y for
clo
clothing
and
d the person who
is ordering the electronics
an
and games actually orders
mo
more than 2!”

““Always
“Al
w
have the
newes items, display
newest
is always
y appealing and
has a variet
variety of items to
include plus size and high-end
fashions.”

-Ashley Carmichael,
Yokosuka Naval Base

- Andrea Wynne,
Yokota AB

“It is huge!”
“I

- Benjamin Jordan,
S
Sasebo
Naval Base

“Yokosuka is larger with
more selection of everything.
Plus, NEX seems to always
have more sales and
discounts.”

- Wayne Knutson,
Camp Zama

Very clean, well-organized
“greeted
without clutter. Always
by associates
and treated like a valued
customer.”

“This store is always very
clean, well-stocked and the
people that work here are
very friendly, dedicated
DQGPLVVLRQGULYHQ,W·VD
wonderful environment to
shop in and they always have
what I need/want.”

- Mary Tipp,
Yokosuka Naval Base

“They keep it well-stocked
with a variety of things that
you are unable to get at the
Commissary or main NEX.”

- Dynee Colosimo,
Sasebo Naval Base

- Sue Gentapanan,
Gentap
p
Yokosuka Naval Base

SASEBO MAIN
BASE MINI MART

“They have my
favorite wine!”

SMALL BASE

BEST

“The Yokosuka Main Base
Mini Mart has been wonderful
with their friendly staff
and a great option for those
shopping later in the evening.
,W·VDOVRJUHDWIRUODVWPLQXWH
items you may have forgotten
at the grocery store. A
JUHDWSODFHWRÀQGVQDFNV
pet products, outdoor items,
alcohol, and get your gas.”
- Lauren McConnell,
Yokosuka Naval Base

- Rebecca Vanhouten,
Sasebo Naval Base

“Very nice store
“Ve
wit a lot of items to
o
with
select from.”
sele

- Harold Mclean,
n,
Retired
d

JAPAN

´1RWRQO\GLGZHÀQGH[DFWO\ZKDW
we were looking for (a baby swing
WKDWFRXOGQ·WEHVKLSSHGWRWKHEDVH
DQGZDVQ·WDYDLODEOHHOVHZKHUHLQ
Japan), we also visited their main
NEX and saw a selection that just
EOHZXVDZD\,WZDVGHÀQLWHO\ZRUWK
the journey out there (even in near
typhoon conditions)! 10/10 I would
brave a typhoon again.”

“Friendly people.
Easy to order when
needed.”

“The ease of car
access and the people
working
w
there are
amazing.”
a

- Nicole Homes,
Sasebo Naval Base

- Scott Cole,
Yokota AB

0,1,0$57(;35(66
0$5,1(0$57
YOKOSUKA MAIN
BASE MINI MART
BIG BASE

“Yokosuka Mini Mart is so
convenient, especially for enlisted.
Located in the central hub of the
base, if I need something in a pinch,
I head straight there.”

- Gilbert Bishop,
Yokosuka Naval Base

I love shopping
“
at the Yokosuka
Mini
Min Mart when

Ig
go tto Yokosuka
and sta
stay at the Navy
Lodge.
Lodge It has a great
selection and it makes
the stay so much
better.”

- Kristine Prince Moses,
Sasebo Naval Base

See more local shopping tips at: StripesJapan.com

7

★ SHOPPING ★

“I have Softbank
and I can go
anywhere in Japan
and have amazing cell
service!”

“I like that their service
ce will
k to
work when I travel back
the States. Their pricess for
y
new phones are also very
reasonable.”

- Timothy Hoovestol,
Yokosuka Naval Base

- Jennifer Miller,
ler,
Yokosuka Naval Base
ase

“

Lenient
with military
VHUYLFHPHPEHUV·
contracts.”

- Shani Quimby,
MCAS Iwakuni

SOFTBANK

“Easiest transition
on
f going back and
for
d
forth from the U.S.
f
and Japan.”
a

- Andrew
rew Porter,
Kyogamisaki
i ki

The Aeon Mall is
“Gate.
near the Yokota East
This place is

“They have a store
“T
loc
located
on base which
ma
makes it easier for
tra
transactions.”

“Softbank worked with
us when my daughter
accidentally used way too
much data while we were
on a cruise.”

- Mark Damron,
Yokosuka Naval Base

- Teresa Martinez-Travitzky,
Yokota AB

“Best French bakery in
Tokyo.”

- Denis Hansard,
Yokota AB

great, and they have
everything!!!! They also
have restaurants on the
ÀUVWÁRRUµ

JAPAN

BEST

&(//3+21(
3529,'(5

“They have everything
I need from electronics,
clothes, food and even a
movie theater.”

- Susan Quick,
Yokota AB

“Local and has a grocery
store in it as well as
clothing.”
l thi ”

- Frances Jo Garcia,
Yokota AB

love how family“are.Absolutely
friendly and professional they
They
y do eve
everything to make
VXUH\RXUQHHGVDUHÀOOHG
VXUH\RXU
\
and th
that you are taken
care of.”

- Mathew West,
Yokota AB

BEST
&$56$/(6

“We purchased
“W
2 vehicles from
them and they
th
KELLY & KELLY
have never let us
hav
down. We always
down
recommend them when
recom
people
p
p ask
as where to
purchase a car.”
c

- Alisha Archangel,
Yokota AB

- Samuel Burns,
Yokota AB

BEST
2))%$6(
6+233,1*

AEON MALL
MUSASHIMURAYAMA
(NEAR YOKOTA)

´([FHOOHQWFXVWRPHUVHUYLFH
and great selection of cars.
Also, a one-stop location for
insurance with the option to
complete JCI process and easyWRÀQGORFDWLRQµ

- Daniel Blair,
Yokota AB

“Incredibly friendly service. They made
EX\LQJDFDUVXSHUHDV\:HVWLOOFDQ·WEHOLHYH
how nice the vehicle we bought is compared
WRWKHSULFHZHSDLG7KH\DUHDOVRH[WUHPHO\
responsive and even assisted our family with
the insurance process after we had a fender
bender. “

- Briana Singleton,
Hardy Barracks / Akasaka Press Center / New Sanno

“This is our second time
buying a car here and they
are always amazingly nice and
helpful, even for things not
having to do with purchasing
a car.”
- Shaun Faulkner,
Yokota AB

★ PLAYING★

“

Never too busy
and Sunday
family prices are
amazing.”

“They have a
friendly staff and
best food on base.”

-Mark Tabor,
Camp Zama

-Rodney Holloway,
Camp Zama

“Manager is making a real
HIIRUWWRH[SDQGLPSURYH
service an
and have programs
for schoo
school-age kids.”

-Guy Snyder,
Camp Zama

“Their coffee shop serves
“T
some of the best food on base.”

CAMP ZAMA
BOWLING CENTER

-Hoai My Winder,
NAF Atsugi

SMALL BASE

BEST
%2:/,1*$//(<

Huge!
Well- designed!
“Great
Thai
restaurant.”

JAPAN

-Jeron Omoigui,
NAF Atsugi

“Great
“A place that
atmosphere and
d
welcoming to
is w
food choices, and
nd
everyone!!! We
eve
YOKOTA TOMODACHI
the lanes are cheap
heap
p
love the staff
LANES
and well-taken care
BIG BASE
and the food is
of! Events are also
great wit
g
with daily lunch
ZHOOSODQQHG 1HZ<HDU·V
specials!!!
p
My
y daughter,
Eve party, etc.).”
)”
Rachel,
R
h l lloves going here and
-Taylor Oney,
making friends!!!!”
Yokota AB

-Susan Quick,
Yokota AB

“Great location and hours,
not to mention the great
food options at this facility.”

´$JRRGSODFHWRUHOD[DQG
enjoy a game of bowling with
friends and family.”

-Corey Whiting,
Yokota AB

-Greg Rivers,
Camp Zama

“Lots of great tours
and available rentals
at great prices.”

“Great trips at
reasonable prices.”

-Jovonne Isom,
Camp Zama

- Wayne Knutson,
Camp Zama

They tend
end to have
“QQRWÀOOXSDVIDVW
more space and do
W

“Good hours, even on
the weekend.”

-Christian Mealey,
C
Camp Zama

giving you more time and
nd
opportunities to plan. Fast
and friendly service, too!”
oo!”

CAMP ZAMA
OUTDOOR REC

-Jewel Davis,
avis,
Yokosuka Naval Base

SMALL BASE

BEST
21%$6(

Its services helped
“snowboarding.
shaped my love of
It was

287'2255(&
YOKOSUKA
OUTDOOR REC
BIG BASE

“They have everything
hi
you need for your outdoor
adventure, from camping to
skiing to hiking.”

“ love snowboarding
“I
ng
with these
thes guys! Makes
kes
me feel comfo
comfortable and at
home.”

-Nathan Shepard,
ard,
ase
Yokosuka Naval Base

- Andrew DeJesus,
Yokosuka Naval Base

“Wide variety of equipment ... plenty
of tours offered ... friendly staff.”

-David Carrano,
Yokosuka Naval Base
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always easy to sign
up for trips, and they
always had equipment
for rent.”

-Demarkus Brown,
NAF Atsugi

“Great and helpful staff.
So much gear and trips to
choose from.”

-Daniel Schaeffer,
Yokosuka Naval Base

★ PLAYING★
“Chey is awesome!”

-Fan,
MCAS Iwakuni

“This is a tough one
between Scotty G and
Sam Burns, but I have
to give it the morning
wake up call.”

-Mark Tabor,
Camp Zama

“

He keeps it
entertaining and
d
talks about things I probably
would not have found out
about if not for him.”

-Jerrod Plummer,
Yokota AB

BEST
$)1

-Nathan Shepard,
Yokosuka Naval Base

3(5621$/,7<

3(5621$/,7<

LCPL CHEYEANNE ALVAREZ

SRA SAM
“THIRD DEGREE” BURNS

(IWAKUNI)

y
cheery!!”
“Very

BEST
$)1

“Sam Burns has
the funniest morning
show around.”

SMALL BASE

BIG BASE

“Music se
selection is
always
on point, just like
l
his personality!”

- Shani Quimby,
MCAS Iwakuni

-Jennie Trady,
NAF Atsugi

+RZGRHVLWIHHOWREHWKHÀUVWUDGLR
personality to win out of Iwakuni?
,WIHHOVUHDOO\JUHDWWREHWKHÀUVWUDGLR
personality to win out of AFN Iwakuni.
,W·VDELJZLQIRUQRWRQO\P\VHOIEXW,WKLQNP\
corporal, too. He has invested a lot of time in
PH:KHQ,ÀUVWJRWSXWRQDVKRZ,ZDVVRFXW
and dry and would freak out about every single
little mistake I made. He has really worked with me a lot to get me to just
let go and have fun during my shows, and to be able to laugh at myself
whenever I make a mistake.

NAME: SRA SAM BURNS
AGE: 22
HOMETOWN: WHITE PLAINS,
MARYLAND

Q:

How does it feel to dethrone
two-time winner SrA Erica
Blanton? Did you feel like you had it
in the bag after she left?
It feels good to live up to her
show. She was very talented
and set the bar very high for me, so
ZLQQLQJWKLV\HDUPDNHVPHYHU\SURXG,GLGQ·WWKLQN,KDGLWLQ
WKHEDJEHFDXVHZHKDYHRWKHUH[WUHPHO\WDOHQWHG'-VDURXQG
WKH3DFLÀFWKDWDUHYHU\GHVHUYLQJRIWKHWLWOHWKHPVHOYHV

A:

Q:
A:
Q:
A:

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

+RZORQJKDYH\RXEHHQZLWK$)1",VWKLV\RXUÀUVWDVVLJQPHQW
being on-air?
,KDYHEHHQZLWK$)1,ZDNXQLIRUDOPRVWPRQWKV7KLVLVP\ÀUVW
duty station.
What is the process of getting ready for the show?

Sometimes getting ready for my show can be almost more fun than
the show itself. I choose whatever topics I want to talk about and
do some research and then decide how I want to present the information
to the listeners. I love researching awareness months and talking about
them on my shows. I also spend quite a bit of time practicing. I practice in
WKHPRUQLQJVZKHQ,·PJHWWLQJUHDG\RQWKHZD\WRZRUNDQGLQWKHVWXGLR
ULJKWEHIRUH,JRRQDLU,W·VDOLWWOHHPEDUUDVVLQJKRZPXFKWLPH,VSHQG
talking to myself!
What makes your show different than your other colleagues?

$OOWKH'-VDW$)1,ZDNXQLKDYHUHDOO\GLIIHUHQWVKRZV,·PQRW
DVIXQQ\DVP\FROOHDJXHVEXW,WU\UHDOO\KDUGWRÀQGWKLQJVWKDW
matter to me to talk about. I love to tell little random facts about myself,
my family or my home so my listeners can get to know me a little better.

For a person new to Iwakuni, which radio personality in the States
would you describe yourself as comparable to?
,ZRXOGVD\,·PSUREDEO\OLNH/LVD7D\ORU,XVHGWROLVWHQWRWKH
'DOODV)W:RUWK·V´:DNHXSZLWKWKH:ROI6KRZµHYHU\
morning.

JAPAN

NAME: LCPL CHEYEANNE ALVAREZ
AGE: 20
HOMETOWN: PARADISE, TEXAS

Q:
A:

-Gerald Hager,
Yokota AB

(TOKYO)

“Good
choice of
music plays.”

-Norman Corliss,
MCAS Iwakuni

“Because he is awesome!”

What is the process of getting ready for the show?

The most important thing I need to do to get ready for
my show is to wake up. I usually wake up at four in the
morning, giving myself two hours to mentally prepare for the
VKRZDQGGHFLGHZKDW,·OOWDONDERXW7KDWZD\ZKHQWKHVKRZ
VWDUWVDWVL[,IHHODZDNHDQGUHDG\WRFRPPXQLFDWH

Q:
A:

:KDWPDNHV\RXUVKRZGLIIHUHQWWKDQ\RXURWKHUFROOHDJXHV·
shows?
We all have a very different style to our shows, and it stems from
RXUSHUVRQDOLWLHVDQGLQWHUHVWV,·PYHU\LQWHUHVWHGLQVSRUWVDQG
PRYLHVVR,·OOVSHQGORWVRIWLPHIRFXVLQJRQWKDWGXULQJP\VKRZ:H
talk about the things we like in order to give our listeners a chance to
know us better.
For a person new to Yokota/Kanto, which radio personality in the
States would you describe yourself as comparable to?
,DFWXDOO\KDYHQ·WOLVWHQHGWRPXFKUDGLRLQWKH6WDWHVEXW,KDYH
heard lots of Ryan Seacrest, and I can see some similarities in
RXUVW\OH,·PQRWHYHQFORVHWRWKDWOHYHOEXWKH·VWKHÀUVWSHUVRQWKDW
comes to mind.
:KDWLV\RXUJRWRVRQJZKHQ\RX·UHGRLQJ37"

No question. It has to be “Lose Yourself” by Eminem. That song gets
PHVXSHUSXPSHGXSQRPDWWHUZKDW,·PGRLQJ,FRXOGEHPDNLQJD
sandwich and that song will make it that much better.

See more on- and off-base news and entertainment at: StripesJapan.com 11
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“Great parade, lots of booths
selling food and snacks, lots of
interesting folks.”
folks.

★ PLAYING★

-Evelyn
Eve
Sasamoto,
Yokota AB

´5LJKWQH[WWRWKH)XVVD
train station! Easy to
get to from the Fussa
Gate. Awesome food and
entertainment!!!!”

BEST
2))%$6((9(17
FUSSA TANABATA
FESTIVAL

-Susan Quick,
Yokota AB

“

Tons of beer,
food and people.”

-Daniel Snodqrass,
Yokota AB
Photo by Airman 1st Class Jonathan Fowler, U.S. Air Force

★ DINING★
“Fun events. The wine event
is generous! Great food!”

JAPAN

´'HÀQLWHO\WKH%HVWLQWKH
3DFLÀF7KH6XQGD\%UXQFK
at the HVC is top notch!
Great selection and choices.”

-Elisa Helm,
Sasebo Naval Base

-Kevin Coleman,
Sasebo Naval Base

“Good service and variety
of events.”

-Eugene Dalrymple,
-Eu
Yokosuka
Naval Base
Yokos

HARBOR VIEW
CLUB SASEBO
SMALL BASE

E-Club staff
“jobThe
does an amazing
providing Yokota

with good food, good
times, and a variety
of entertainment
and fun!”

“Love the Sunday Brunch!”

-Katherine Tucker,
Sasebo Naval Base

Best steaks in the
“person
3DFLÀF(YHU\VLQJOH
who works
WKHUHLVH[FHSWLRQDOO\
awesome!”

-Hans Christian,
Sasebo Naval Base

BEST
(1/,67('

2)),&(56ō&/8%
YOKOTA
ENLISTED CLUB

“Sunday brunch
“Sun
ch
is awe
awesome!”

BIG BASE

-Steven Ericson,
-S
son,
Yokota AB

-Christiana Robinson,
Yokota AB

“Love eating
breakfast there!”

-Ashley Phillips,
Yokota AB

´([FHOOHQWOXQFK
´(
buf
buffets.
Great
dinn
dinner specials. Love
WKH
V
WKHVWDIIWKH\·UHVXSHU
friend
friendly.”

-Tina Leon-Guerrero,
Camp Zama

“They always offer good
meals. They are friendly, too.”

-Risako Nakamoto,
Yokota AB

´&DQ·WJRZURQJ
with Pizza Hut
pizza.”

-Eugene Dalrymple,
Yokosuka Naval Base

BEST

3,==$5(67$85$17
PIZZA HUT

'$7(1,*+7
5(67$85$17

-Urelle Fogel,
Misawa AB

“Their wings are
ÀUHOLWHUDOO\µ

-Joshua Leal,
Yokota AB

12
2

BEST

“The pepperoni is
amazing. The stuffed
crust is to die for!”
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One large pan crust,
“green
onion, mushroom, and
pepper, please!”

-Robert Birkead,
Yokota AB

CHICO’S CHOP HOUSE
& SEAFOOD GRILL
(YOKOTA FSS)

“Good
atmosphere!”

-Leonard Booker,
Yokota AB

See more food coverage at: StripesJapan.com

★ DINING★

JAPAN

“My absolute favorite
“M
q
quick
dining place for my
IDPLO
IDPLO\DQG,,W·VDOZD\VIXQ
taking on a new spice level and
laughing with the family
fa
there.
Feels like ho
home.”

BEST
)$0,/< /2&$/
CURRY HOUSE
COCO ICHIBANYA

“

,W·V FKHD
,W·VFKHDS
delicious, and
you control how
spicy you want it,
1-10.”

-Andrew DeJesus,
Yokosuka Naval Base

“Feels like home, and always
very welcoming. Sitting down
and trying a new spice level
always brings laughter and a
JRRGQRWVRH[SHQVLYHQLJKW
out for my entire family.”

“Every Friday our
IDPLO\HDWVDW&RFR·V
We love the curry!”

-George Baray,
Yokota AB

“My husband loves this
curry house. We will surely
miss it when we leave.”

-Aiko Fickenscher,
NAF Atsugi

14
4

-Kevin Coleman,
eman,
Sasebo Naval Base

-Norman Okada,
Sase
Sasebo
Naval Base

HARBOR VIEW
CLUB SASEBO
SMALL BASE

BEST
681'$<%581&+

“

&8/785(5(67$85$17

“Love the mimosas!”

“Without a doubt
oubt
the Best in the
e
3DFLÀFµ

-George Baray,
-G
Yokota AB

-Belle Sciarratta,
arratta,
Misawa
wa AB

-Jared Scarberry,
Yokota AB

-George Wallman,
Sasebo Naval Base

-James Mitchell,
Sasebo Naval Base

-Maggi Lindee,
NAF Atsugi

“Great food and awesome
service. Fast, reasonably priced
and lots of ways to customize
your order/spice level!”

by all.”

-Juni Eiselstein,
Sasebo Naval Base

“Nothing beats
&RFR·V,FKLEDQ\Dµ

“Great food. NO SMOKING,
DQGWKDW·VYHU\LPSRUWDQWWR
us. They have high chairs for
kids and are so, so friendly.
Bonus: they have English
menus.”

“One of the
he best
-DSDQHVHIRRGV,·YH
IRRGV,·YH
ever tried!””

“Reminds me of a Las
Vegas buffet for a
fraction of the price
and has a selection of
Japanese foods as well.”

A true weekend
“H[SHULHQFHHQMR\HG
family-dining

THE NEW SANNO

The New
w
Sanno
Sunday Brunch
runch
FDQ·WEHEHDW2WKHU6XQGD\
brunches have come and
gone and the New Sanno
continues to shine.”
BIG BASE

“A must-have
for any service
member visiting
mem
the Ka
Kanto area. An
amazing buffet with
so much food you
ZRQ·WNQRZZKHUH
ZRQ·W N
WRVWDUWDQG\RX·OO
be disappointed
\RXFDQ·WMXVWHDW
forever.”

-DeMarkus Brown,
NAF Atsugi

-David Ingram,
Camp Zama

´'HÀQLWHO\WKHEHVWIRU
Sunday brunch. Wide
selection of food, super
delicious, desserts is a
must try!!! Reasonable price.
Super-friendly staff as
well.”

-Netnapha Muller,
Yokosuka Naval Base

´([WHQVLYHIRRGVHOHFWLRQ
and champagne!!”

-Lloyd Jack,
Yokota AB

“Great price relative to
other brunch spots in Japan,
and bottomless champagne!”

-John Pagel,
Yokosuka Naval Base

- Kristine Prince Moses,
Sasebo Naval Base

“Wide variety of food
and desserts to choose
from. Staff is friendly and
helpful.”

BES
ST OF TH
HE PAC
CIFIC 2019
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-Devyn Sanchez,
Misawa AB

See more food coverage at: StripesJapan.com

★ TRAVELING★
“It was our home for the
ÀUVWZHHNVLQ-DSDQDQG
WKHVWDIIGHÀQLWHO\KHOSHG
make it feel that way.”

“Nice rooms and
VHUYLFHPDQDJHU·V
happy hour was great!”

-Elisa Helm,
Sasebo Naval Base

-Alexa Logan,
Sasebo Naval Base

“Great custom
customer service!”

“Friendly staff, beautiful
decor/
decor/artwork
in public
areas; rooms comfortable
and we
well-equipped.”

-Linda Cordes,
MCAS Iwakuni

-Brenda Lee Johnson,
MCAS Iwakuni

NAVY LODGE
SASEBO
SMALL BASE

BEST

“

21%$6(/2'*,1*

Has
massage
ear
services, near
ood
BX, more food
options nearby.”

- Ashley Carmichael,
Yokosuka Naval Base

“Really liked my room,
which came with a kitchen.”

-Donald Bugg,
Yokohama North Dock

“Clean and comfortable.”

- Dary Bowlin,
Camp Zama

KANTO LODGE
(YOKOTA)
BIG BASE

“Big and pet
pet-friendly.”

-Matt Young,
Yokota AB

´5RRPVFDQÀWDVPDOO
army. Fully equipped.
Easy to keep eating
habits because of
kitchen.”

-Frances Jo Garcia,
Yokota AB

This lodge
“Clean!
is awesome!!!
Nice view!

Employees are so
nice!”

-Mizue Matsumoto,
Sasebo Naval Base

★ TRAVELING★

“An amazing cultural
H[SHULHQFHZLWKORWVWR
do around the area.”

“One of the largest
Buddhas in Japan.”

“

It is a well-known
historical site
that is p
prett
pretty neat
to see.
see.”

JAPAN

“Such friendly
customer service!”

-Alicia Brunson,
NAF Atsugi

-Isaac Norton,
Camp Zama

-Christian Mealey,
Camp Zama

-Peter Andrew Herranen,
Yokosuka Naval Base

´/DUU\LVWKHEHVW+H·V
kind, detail-oriented, and
great to work with.”

““Always
l
f
friendly
i dl and
d
helpful in planning trips.”

Very convenient
“service.”
and fast

-Mary Linda Malley,
Camp Zama

-Tina Leon Guerrero,
Camp Zama

“Use
Use them of
often and the
trips/tours ha
have been great!”
-Marjorie Adams,
NAF Atsugi

-Jennifer Miller,
Yoko
Yokosuka Naval Base

KAMAKURA
BUDDHA

ZAMA ITT
SMALL BASE

BEST
08676((

BEST
75$9(/$*(1&<

$775$&7,21
MT. FUJI

“

Hard choice,
but the best thing I
have done in my 3 years
so far was hop in my
car and go to random
locations to view Mount
Fuji.”

-Joseph Walker,
Yokosuka Naval Base

´7KHÁRZHUVORRN
´7KHÁR
amazing in the summer
with Fuj
Fuji in the
background.”

- Victoria Sheldrick,
Yoktoa AB

“Must-see.
Worldwide fame.”

- Guy Snyder,
Camp Zama

YOKOTA ITT

“

BIG BASE
Service
e
with a
smile and
da
discount! Who could
ask for more?”

“We have loved
“W
all of the Yokota
IT T trips we have
taken.
taken It has been
a great way to ease
ourselves into Japan and
see so man
many wonderful
sights.”

-Christiana Robinson,
Yokota AB

-Jill James,
s,
Yokota AB

“They always have
amazing trips to
YHQWXUHRXWDQGH[SORUH
Japan.”
-Alisha Archangel,
Yokota AB

“Always courteous. If the trip was
full, they would put you on a standby
list and actively work it. Got on a
couple of trips that were full. They
go above and beyond to help people
take trips.”

-Richard Coyle,
Yokota AB

“Beautiful and serene.”

-Dary Bowlin,
Camp Zama

“Very reasonable
prices for the amount
of fun you get.”
 :LOOLDP*ULIÀQ
Yokota AB

16
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See more travel stories at: StripesJapan.com

★ TRAVELING★
“Thank you for voting USAG Japan Family and
0RUDOH:HOIDUHDQG5HFUHDWLRQIRUWKLV\HDU·V
Best MWR – Small Base, Japan! We take pride
in serving you every day and look forward to
continuing to deliver high-quality, mission supporting
and programs and services for our community of
soldiers, families, civilians and retirees. Thank you
for allowing us to serve you!”

-Rick S. Bosch,
Director, Family
Fa
& MWR USAG Japan

CAMP ZAMA MWR
SMALL BASE

BEST

0:5)660&&6
YOKOTA FSS
BIG BASE

“Thank you to our
customers for their
eir
support. This award
rd is a
UHÁHFWLRQRIWKHVWUHQJWKRIWKH<RNRWD
K I K
N
community and the passion of the diverse
team that serves in the Force Support
Squadron. We look forward to the year
ahead as we continue to develop our
capabilities, build resilience and take care of
our airmen and families.”

– Rebecca White,
374 FSS Director

Yomitan
Photo by Matthew Nevin

-

DSDQōVWURSLFDO
LVODQGKDVPXFK
WRRIIHU\RXE\
ZD\RIHQWHUWDLQPHQW
FXOWXUHDQGIRRG&KHFN
RXW.DGHQD,77YRWHGEHVW
WKLV\HDUIRUDOO\RXUYDFDWLRQ
SODQQLQJQHHGV
ŏ7KHDJHQWVWKHUHDUHDPD]LQJDWSODQQLQJ
P\IDPLO\ōVŴLJKWVH[DFWO\ZKHQZHQHHGWKHPDQG
PDQDJHWRƓQGJUHDWGHDOVWKDW,QHYHUZRXOGKDYH
IRXQGRQP\RZQŐVDLG6HDQ-HUVH\
$QGOHWōVQRWIRUJHWWKHSHUIHFWGDWHQLJKWZKLFK
DFFRUGLQJWR\RXUIHOORZPHPEHUVRIWKHPLOLWDU\
FRPPXQLW\RQ2NLQDZDFRQWLQXHVWRLQFOXGH
6DPōV%\7KH6HDIRUWKHƓIWK\HDUVWUDLJKWŏ7KH
DWPRVSKHUHDW6DPōVDOZD\VMXVWFURRQVRIURPDQFH
7KHLUVHOHFWLRQVXLWVDOPRVWHYHU\WDVWHDQGWKH
VRXS2KKKKKWKHVRXSŐ,VDDF$QJHUVIURP&DPS

20
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)RVWHUKDLOHG
'RQōWOHWWKHVL]HRI
2NLQDZDIRRO\RXWKHUHōV
DORWWRVHHDQGPDQ\JUHDW
SODFHVWRVKDUHZLWK\RXUGDWH
IDPLO\DQGIULHQGVEH\RQGVRPH
GHOLFLRXVVHDIRRG7KHUHōVSOHQW\PRUH
\RXUPLOLWDU\FRPPXQLW\KDVHQMR\HGH[SORULQJRQ
2NLQDZDVRUHDGRQ
5HPHPEHURQHLPSRUWDQWWKLQJ,IWKHUHōVD
SODFH\RXōGOLNHWRUHFRJQL]HIRUMXVWKRZ
ZHOOWKH\WUHDWHG\RXPDNHVXUH\RX
VKRZWKHPVRPHORYHEDFNZKHQ
%23YRWLQJRSHQVXSQH[W\HDU
:KRNQRZV\RXMXVW
PLJKWZLQDJLIWFDUG
LQRXUUDQGRP
GUDZLQJ

★ SHOPPING ★
“A very great store
with great service and
management.”

´7KHVWDIIDWWKH&DPS+DQVHQ([FKDQJHLV
always friendly, helpful, and thoughtful. The
([FKDQJHDOVRWULHVWREULQJVHDVRQDOLWHPVWR
the store that make the customers feel more
like being stateside. I also enjoy that food
trucks from off base are invited on base to
SURPRWHYDULHW\DQGFXOWXUDOH[FKDQJHµ

-Stu Corby,
Camp Hansen

“Very kind and friendly.”

-Jeremy Baxtes,
Camp Hansen

- Anthony Camina,
Camp Hansen

The sales
l on
“wearTh
ZRPHQ·VDWKOHWLF
are great.”

CAMP HANSEN
EXCHANGE

-Hilary Cervantes,
Camp Schwab

SMALL BASE

BEST
(;&+$1*(
KADENA EXCHANGE
BIG BASE

“Love tthe new health
food/s
food/supplement
area!”

- Elizabeth Padilla,
Camp Butler

Has everything you
“one-stop
could ever want,
shop.”

´,W·VKXJHDQGKDV
HYHU\WKLQJ\RX·OOHYHU
need! :)”

-Brittany Howell,
Kadena AB

“The staff is always very
welcoming and smiling.”

-Christopher Strickland,
Torii Station

-Nina Adams,
Kadena AB

“Staff is always friendly.”

- Graham Webb,
Camp Courtney

-Jeremy Baxtes,
Camp Foster

“They have great choices
of food and beverages.”

-Stu Corboy,
Camp Hansen

“

Closest to
home and well
maintained and
stocked.”

OKINAWA

“Awesome customer
service!!!! Prices are amazing
and great deals.”

-Shay Colllins,
Kadena AB

“Very easily accessible
and has everything
you need from local
souvenirs to even a
music shop.”

“Has everything I need
on-the-go!”

-Alexis Bragg,
Camp Hansen

HANSEN EXPRESS
SMALL BASE

BEST
0,1,0$57(;35(66
“I go here every morning
g
to grab breakfast because
se
they have such a large
selection of great food”

- Christopher Strickland,
land,
ation
Torii Station

“Easy to get to if you want
something small and quick with
not much waiting in line.”

0$5,1(0$57
KADENA OLYMPIC
EXPRESS
BIG BASE

´,W·VOLWHUDOO\OLNHD
PLQLDWXUH([FKDQJHµ

-Cole Schulz,
White Beach Naval Facility

-Magda Kirai,
Camp Kinser

“Very close to home
and it has everything
you need in a hurry.”

- Tara Scrimpshire,
Kadena AB

- Christopher Gasser,
Camp Hansen

“Olympic is amazing! I can
ÀQGHYHU\WKLQJ,QHHGIURP
pizza to diapers.”
-Minica Marin,
Camp Foster

selection
“andHuge
of food, drinks
snacks. Subway
restaurant inside.
Self-help popcorn
and snack aisle are
great.”

-Vanessa Berdoza,
Kadena AB

“Best selection of beer and
wine available on base.”

-Tracy Steele,
MCAS Futenma

See more local shopping tips at: StripesOkinawa.com 21
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★ SHOPPING ★
years
“toFrom
past, AU seemed
have the best

FRQQHFWLRQVRZH·YH
stayed with them.”

-David Heimann,
-D
Torii Station

´+DGLWIRU\HDUVDQG
DUVDQG
get good service.””
-Ronnie Schiano,
Torii Station

BEST

&(//3+21(
3529,'(5

“Always have
signal everywhere.””

AU (KDDI)

-Romualdo Colon,
n,
Camp Kinserr

´,·YHDOZD\V
´,
go
gotten
good
reception and
rec
service.”
serv

-Robert Webb,
Camp Butler

“Friendly &
English-speaking
staff!”

“Service is never spotty.
Workers are always helpful.”

-Joreen Johnson,
Camp Foster

-Erin Preston,
Kadena AB

BEST
2))%$6(

“A spacious and welldesigned mall with good
stores. Has one of the
few remaining Toy R Us
in the world!”

-Ross Mol,
Kadena AB

6+233,1*

AEON MALL OKINAWA
RYCOM

“This mall is huge and has
an amazing food court!”

-Megan Krause,
Camp Courtney

It is clean
and has many
“stores
to choose
from.”

-Amanda Nguyen,
Kadena AB

´,W·VMXVWOLNH
home (almost)!”

-Richard Holguin,
Camp Butler

“Amazing with so many
shops to choose from,
plus you get a really good
workout.”

-Tommy Brown,
Camp Kinser

“Everything from Pokemon to
Hawaiian shirts to Starbucks!
Spotless mall and always
something new to see with all the
different events. The food court
has options for everyone, and the
aquarium is always a hit!”

-Jennifer Knopf,
Kadena AB

★ SHOPPING ★
“No
No pressure
pressure, no hassle, easy
payment and maintenance.
What mor
more could you want?”

“Humble owner and
manager, has fair prices
es
and honors warranty repairs
without fuss.”

- Scott Stahl,
Camp Foster

BEST
&$56$/(6

Professional and
“promises.”
uphold warranty

-Bryan Weatherup,
Kadena AB

“Lower prices
and great
customer service.”

“Great price on the car
and the insurance. Great
staff and better selection
of vehicles altogether!”

-Anthony Camina,
Camp Hansen

PAYLESS MOTORS

“Very friendly staff
and helpful to new
drivers in Japan.”

-Bobby Stanford,
Kadena AB

-Victor Miranda,
Camp Courtney

-Zachary Hough,
Kadena AB

★ PLAYING★
STRIKERS BOWLING CENTER

COURTNEY BOWLING CENTER

(HANSEN)

-Vanesa Jadwin,
Camp McTureous

for kids
“Great
parties!”
parties
ti s!

-Marcia Avvisato,
Camp Schwab

“Great location.
n
Not too crowded.
Great for kids.”

-Beverly Fish,
Camp Hansen

Lanes has lots of
lanes so you almost never
“haveEmery
to wait. They also installed
some new technology that
allows you to play as a group
besides just competing for the
highest score. My kids love
the new cameras that take
their picture and create funny
cartoons of them as they bowl.”

-Krystal Sills

´,W·VIXQµ

-Amy Davis,
Camp Courtney

COURTNEY
& STRIKERS
BOWLING CENTERS
SMALL BASE

BEST

%2:/,1*$//(<
EMERY LANES

(KADENA)
“Burgers
ers
BIG BASE
are great
eat
y
there and my
family has enjoyed
the special events such as Bowling
with the Grinch.”

-Tar Fries,
Kadena AB

““My family loves the
“M
foo and the glow-infood
WKHG
WKHGDUNRSWLRQ,W·V
very
y clean
c
and just a fun
atmosphere.”
atmos

-Nashieka Evans,
Kadena AB

-Richard Corrado,
Camp Hansen

“Karaoke and bowling.
Need I say more? Pizza
is also perfect!”

-Tara Scrimpshire

““Lots of lanes,
great atmosphere for
friends and family!”

-Rod Santos,
Camp Foster

“Orion is only in
Okinawa. They also
have live music,
ÀUHZRUNVDQGIRRGµ

BEST
2))%$6((9(17
“The beer festival
al is
always a good time
e and
fun to go to.”

- Houson M
Morain,
i
Camp Foster

ORION BEER FEST/
OKINAWA CITY
EISA FEST

OKINAWA

crowded and
“Not
centrally-located.”

“Good service.”

- Sonny Bellows,
Camp Hansen

Lots of food, people
“
and yes, beer, at the
a
EHHUIHVW,·PWDNLQJWKH
EHH
NLGVQH[W\HDUµ
NLGV

-Victor Miranda,
Camp Courtney

“They have awesome
chicken wings.”

- Annie McCarthy,
Kadena AB

Photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft, U.S. Air Force

´,WZDVRXUÀUVWHYHQW
and it was pretty neat to
ZDWFK,W·VDJUHDWZD\WR
H[SHULHQFHWKHFXOWXUH)RRG
everywhere, also a good way
to try local cuisine.”
-Vivian Benitez,
Camp Courtney

“I like Eisa and I like beer.
The family enjoys Eisa also.
<RXFDQ·WJRZURQJZLWKWKHP
both at the same time. That
must be why these festivals
are combined.”

- Jonathan Broadnax,
Camp Hansen

See more on- and off-base news and entertainment at: StripesOkinawa.com 23
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★ PLAYING★
“I listen to him every
morning. The sun may not be
up yet, but Cpl. Ben Whitten
always is!”

Cpl. Whitten
“jjokes.
tells super dad
He keeps

BEST
$)1

me entertained
m
and his guests
a
3(5621$/,7<
on their toes.
o
He is super fun
H
CPL BENJAMIN WHITTEN
to listen to in the
PRUQLQJZKHQ,·P
PRUQ
fully awake yet.
not ful
Sad to see him go.”

“He is cheerful and
great to hear during my
morning commute!”

-Tracy Steele,
MCAS Futenma

OKINAWA

Q:

A:

How do you feel knowing that of
all the personalities, the public
FKRVH\RXDV%HVWRIWKH3DFLÀFIRU
Okinawa?
,·PYHU\WKDQNIXO,FDPHLQWR
work every day thinking, “How
can I best serve our audience today?”
and whatever shenanigans happened
DIWHUWKDWZHUHXOWLPDWHO\LQSXUVXLWRIWKDWJRDO,·PYHU\
appreciative to be recognized this way.

A:

Q:
A:

+RZORQJKDYH\RXEHHQZLWK$)1",VWKLV\RXUÀUVW
assignment being on-air?
,·YHVLQFHFRPSOHWHGP\WZR\HDUVRQ2NLDQGLWZDVD
IDQWDVWLFÀUVWGXW\VWDWLRQ<HVLWZDVDOVRWKHÀUVWWLPH
,·GHYHUGRQHDQ\VRUWRIUDGLRZRUNDWDOO,KDGSOHQW\RIJRRG
OHDGHUVKLSWKDWKHOSHGPHJHWWRWKHOHYHO,·PDWQRZ

Q:

What is the process of getting ready for the show?

SMALL BASE

JHWWLQJEHWWHU,W·VDPD]LQJµ

-Kevin Van Gordon,
Kadena AB

“Plenty of activities like
snorkeling and kayaking, nice
little beach and great area for
swimming. Good restaurant.”

-Sean Jersey,
Kadena AB

24
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Q:
A:

What makes your show different than your other
colleagues?
Mine is actually good… haha! Jokes aside, all of the DJs
at AFN Okinawa are fantastic. Everyone has their own
SDUWLFXODULQWHUHVWVDQGWKLQJVWKH\·UHJRRGDWWDONLQJDERXW0\
LQWHUHVWZDVWU\LQJWRÀQGWKHXOWLPDWHGDGMRNHVRFRUQ\WKDW
the universe would implode on itself due to the amount of cringe it
would cause.

Q:
A:

For a person new to the island, which radio personality in
the States would you describe yourself as comparable to?
,W·VKDUGWRQDUURZLWGRZQWRMXVWRQHVRXUFHRILQÁXHQFHRU
personality. I am a hodgepodge of characters. Just to name
DIHZRIP\VRXUFHVRILQVSLUDWLRQ´7KH2IÀFHµDQGWKH<RX7XEH
channels “Nostalgia Critic” and “Todd in the Shadows.” Elvis Duran
was the radio personality I always listened to growing up.

-Rachika Willoughby,
Kadena AB

TORII BEACH

What a list of options. I
“Á\HUV.DGHQDMXVWNHHSVRQ
looked over the mags and

,WU\WREHNQRZOHGJHDEOHRQDOLWWOHELWRIHYHU\WKLQJ,·OO
research any events going on in pop culture (apparently
something called Throne Games is pretty big right now), any
events going on around the island and anything at all that a listener
might want to hear about. Basically, I try to put myself in the
OLVWHQHU·VVKRHVDQGWU\WRWDONDERXWVRPHWKLQJ,·GZDQWWRKHDU
talked about if I were the one being entertained.

“Torii offers everything in one
location. I can camp, swim, play at
the park or water park, and sign
up for activities.”

- Christopher Strickland,
Torii Station

287'2255(&
KADENA MARINA

My husband and I love
“personable
how knowledgeable and
Torii scuba lockers
staff are. Always willing to
help and answer questions.”

-Amanda Tracey,
Kadena AB

“Torii has the best div
dive
vve
services. Their employees are
professional and knowledgeable.”

-Jessie Fife,
Kadena AB

BEST
21%$6(
BIG BASE

“Cpl. Ben Whitten makes me
laugh whenever he is on the
radio. He does a great job!”

“He seems very comfortable
on air and does well helping his
guests sound good.”

NAME: CPL BENJAMIN WHITTEN
AGE: 23
HOMETOWN: SANFORD, MAINE

“What other base has
a gorgeous beach within
base limits?”

-Keving Van Gordon,
Kadena AB

- Lauren Maron-Brown,
Camp Kinser

-Yoko Seubert,
Camp Butler

- Nicole Rogge,
Camp Foster

Photo by Mr. Richard L Rzepka, USAG Okinawa

-Erin Wyrick,
Kadena Ab

´7KLVGXGHLVGHÀQLWHO\
RQKLVJDPH+H·VWKH
BEST!!!”

“Best place and nicest
beach on Okinawa.”

-Quincy Williams,
Torii Station

“By far the best. They have
MXVWDGGHGDERXQFHÁRDWLQJ
water-fun area. The kids
love you can rent kayaks and
water toys.”

“Jet skis
skis, wha
whale watching,
a beach and a restaurant to
eat...what else do you need?
NOTHING!!”

-Michael Nulty,
Kadena AB

-Michelle Collins,
Camp Kinser

Photo by Naoto Anazawa, U.S. Air Force

See more on- and off-base news and entertainment at: StripesOkinawa.com

★ DINING★
I have a soft spot for the Palms,
“Camp
DVP\ÀUVWGXW\VWDWLRQZDV
wife to the
Hansen. I took my
yw

Corps Ball
Marine Co
here.”
- Isaac Angers,
CAMP HANSEN
Camp Foster
PALMS

´&DWÀVK
Fridays!”

-Kristina Trujillo,
o,
Camp Hansen
en

SMALL BASE

BEST
(1/,67('

““The
T new
enl
enlisted
club
ROCKER ENLISTED CLUB is aabsolutely
Rockers iss
(KADENA)
gorge
gorgeous. I love
BIG BASE
going th
there for
my absolute
ute
events, sh
shows, coffee
favorite place
ace
and dining. My husband
on base. We
e can have
HYHQZRQSXWWLQJ
family dinner night, date
LQDVORWPDFKLQHµ

2)),&(56ō&/8%

“

BEST

3,==$5(67$85$17
PIZZA HUT

“Our family has always
been a fan of Pizza Hut!! We
are thankful to have it here
so far away from home!!”

-Tiffani Platasa,
MCAS Futenma

“
“Brand
new beautiful
facility!! They offer countless
f
a
affordable events. Friendly
sstaff!! All around great
atmosphere!!”
a

“The atmosphere is
ZKHUHLW·VDW$QGWKH
service is amazing.”

-Jarrid Bartoy,
Kadena AB

-Tiffani Platas,
MCAS Futenma

“The food
reminds me of
home.”

“It has the best
breakfast, and it has a
nice atmosphere.”

-Bradley
Bradle Pope,
Kadena AB
Kad

“The atmosphere at
6DP·VDOZD\VMXVWFURRQV
of romance. Their selection
suits almost every taste, and
the soup! Ohhhhh the soup!”

-Isaac Angers,
Camp Foster

“They have those
Parmesan fries ...”

-Michael Nulty,
Kadena AB

BEST
)$0,/<

They have
T
“me
ssomething on the
menu for everyone.”

-Nakia Witherow,
Camp Foster

“Good selection,
nice atmosphere.”

- Debbie Rowland,
Camp Foster

“Lots of food for lower
prices than out in town.”

-Jennifer Bean,
Kadena AB

BEST

'$7(1,*+7
5(67$85$17
SAM’S BY-THE-SEA

“The atmosphere at this
location provides more of
an intimate setting for a
date night. Highly suggest
trying this location.”

love their curry soup and the delicious
meals. I get the ribs and steak, he
gets the steak and lobster. They also
have rad souvenir cups to take home.”

-Simone Vasquez,
Kadena AB

CHILI’S KADENA

-Taylor Engelkens,
Kadena AB

-Oscar Torres,
Kadena AB

husband and I love
“andMy
to go here for our anniversaries
birthdays … or just because! We

5(67$85$17

´&KLOL·VKDVWKH
best atmosphere!”

“

,W·VDVOLFH
of home!”

- Simone Foster,
Kadena AB

-Nashieka Evans,
Kadena AB

-Amanda Nguyen,
Kadena AB

-Marvin Maizano,
Camp Foster

2019 WINNER

-Kelly Smith,
Camp Foster

OKINAWA

night, splurge on great
desserts and coffee, and
even do a little gambling
and dance the night away!
Great special events take
SODFHKHUH,KDYHQ·WEHHQ
disappointed yet!”

´&DQ·WEH
´&DQ·WEHDWWKRVH
cheesy bites
chees
and cheese
b
bre
breadsticks.”

★ DINING★
“HUGE selection and
bottomless mimosas.”

“Best bang for your buck
y have a g
and they
great
variety of food!”

-Jeremiah
Jeremiah Cahill,
Camp Foster

“I love the
amazing spread
ad
t.
that is put out.
,W·VDORWWR
choose from.”
-Tommy Brown,,
Camp Kinserr

BEST

-Ross Mol,
Kadena AB

KADENA
OFFICERS’ CLUB
“Reasonably priced
“Reason
you
with everything
every
y
could think of
o to eat.”

-Eric Thompson,
Camp Foster

BEST
/2&$/&8/785(

Brunch
“is Champagne
DWLWVÀQHVW7KHUH
something for every

5(67$85$17

OKINAWA

´,
´,W·VVR
good - almost
go
o
overwhelming.”

681'$<%581&+

“Best curry ever,
er,
DQGLW·VVSLF\µ

– Stuart Gimble,
mble,
Torii Station
tion

-Lindsay
Toncu,
C
Camp Courtney

CURRY HOUSE
COCO ICHIBANYA

“Coco
Ichibanya
nya
y
is the best
est
representation
entation of what
Okinawa is today. It is a
favorite of many service
members, including myself.
I am guilty of eating there
over three times a week.”

– Danielle Smith,
Camp Courtney

–Hunter Deakman,
Kadena AB

member of the family.”

“We could eat
here once a day
and sstill not get
tired of it!”

“We love them! Great
price, yummy food!”

-Sharon Crowder,
Kadena AB

★ TRAVELING★

– Kristal Sills,
Kadena AB

“to&R&R·VLVWKH
signature curry dish
try while you are

There is so much to see
“multiple
DW2FHDQ([SR,WWDNHV
days to do and

stationed in Okinawa.”
“Our favorite off-base
place to eat. We could
OLWHUDOO\HDW&R&R·VFXUU\
HYHU\VLQJOHGD\,W·V
WKHEHVWZKHQLW·VFKLOO\
outside.”

– William Leidig,
Camp Butler

– Susie Salazar,
Camp Courtney

´,W·VDOZD\VJRRG\RX
DOZD\VNQRZZKDWWRH[SHFW
and my whole family loves it.”

– Tegan Hatley,
Kadena AB

see it all. Most is free of
charge, too!”

“So much to see and
teaches a lot about the
island aquatic life.”
ife.”

-Marcia Avvisato,
Camp Schwab

-Jeremiah
remiah Cahill,
Camp
mp Foster

´,W·V
´,W·VDZRQGHUIXO
GULYHXSDQGLW·V
GULY
really hours of
re
fun for the
fu
whole family!”
w

BEST
08676((

“The best
aquarium in the
3DFLÀFµ

-Jim Hennemann,,
Camp Butlerr

- Nina Adams,
Kadena AB

$775$&7,21
CHURAUMI AQUARIUM
AND OCEAN EXPO
PARK

“The Aquarium
m is a
must-see in Okinawa.”
kinawa.”

-Susie
Susie Salazar,
Salazar
Camp Courtney

“We always take visiting friends
DQGIDPLO\WRWKHDTXDULXP,W·VIXQ
for all ages and we love the variety
RIH[KLELWVDQGWKHKXJHWDQNµ

- Brooke Flory,
Kadena AB

´,W·VVRPXFKWR
´,W·VV
see! The aquarium is
jjust one o
of the best
features. The dolphin
features
show is interactive and
fun.”

-Nashieka Evans,
Kadena AB

“From the awesome whale
shark tank, beach and
botanical garden, to the
cultural museum, it provides
plenty of activities.”

-Debbie Beltran,
Kadena AB

★ TRAVELING★

“

“Clean, had rooms available
when we needed one.”

Quiet and
within walking
distance of
everything.”

- Bassma Harajli,
Camp Courtney

-Aubrianne
anne Perry,
Camp
p Courtney

“Quiet, clean and
“Quie
fantas
fantastic
staff!”
 %HYHUO\ÀVK
Camp Hansen

CAMP
COURTNEY LODGE

The agents there are
amazing at planning my
“IDPLO\·VÁLJKWVH[DFWO\ZKHQ

we need them and manage to
ÀQGJUHDWGHDOVWKDW,QHYHU
would have found on my own.”
-Sean Jersey,
Kadena AB

SMALL BASE

“Clean, provide
breakfast and
shuttle.”

-Joreen Johnson,
n,
Camp Foster
er

(FOSTER)
BIG BASE

“Nice, clean rooms
oms and
we were offered free
breakfast at Terra. The
ÀWQHVVDUHDLVSUHWW\QLFH
too.”
-Naomi Davis,
Camp Foster

“Very friendly and easy when
\RXMXVWGRQ·WZDQWWRWU\WR
set up your own trip. Stepby-step instructions when
traveling out of the country.”

“C
“Central
to
everything
e
and easily
an
accessible. The
acc
staff is very
staf
accommodating, and
accom
they
y re
really take great
care of yo
you.”

“Just used ITT
T to
go whale watching.
ng.
g
10/10. Great prices
ces
and provides
travel.”
-Taylor Engelkens,
s,
Kadena AB
B

-Isaac
Isaac Angers,
Camp Foster

“

You cannot beat the Westpac
RQ&DPS)RVWHU,W·VLQD
great location, within walking
g
distance to the Camp Foster
d
([FKDQJH&ORVHWRVKRSSLQJ
out in town. Having the Terra
5HVWDXUDQWULJKWQH[WGRRUDQG
the free breakfast is very nice!!”

-Lindsay Toncu,
Camp Courtney

BEST
75$9(/$*(1&<

“Best website
WKDW·VXSGDWHG

better trips
planned.”

KADENA ITT

-Robert Rang,
g
Fort Buckner
uckner

“I have used them before
for tickets and brochures.
They are great!”

-Maryanne Tirinnanzi,
Camp Lester

“So m
many
attractions you can
att
book. Decently
bo
priced.”
p

-Vanessa Berdoza,
Kadena AB

““They
The
manage to
manag
get us w
where
we need to go.”

-William
William S
Schwartz,
Kadena AB

“Constant member
deals and discounts.”

-Jennifer Balcazar,
Kadena AB

-Teresa Alverson,
Camp Foster

“Westpac is a great
place to stay.”

-Houston Morain,
Camp Foster

“I enjoy my stay in Westpac. It is
conveniently located close to a dining
facility and walking distance to the
PX. It provides the comforts of a
home away from home.”

“Great place and
friendly staff.
Convenient location and
shuttle bus to airport.”

-David Diggs,
Kadena AB

- Susie Salazar,
Camp Courtney

TORII MWR
SMALL BASE

“Great location and many
food places nearby and on
property.”
p
pro
p

BEST

2))%$6(/2'*,1*
THE HILTON

-Tommy Childers,
Kadena AB

´,W·VLQ$PHULFDQ9LOODJH
which is conveniently located
by shops and restaurants.”

-Tegan Hatley,
Kadena AB

(AMERICAN VILLAGE)
“Great views, great
“Gr
loca
location.”

-Dustin Schuett,
Camp Foster

“Great hotel with great
food and centrally-located.”

-Robert Swanson,
MCAS Futenma

“Thank you to our customers
for voting Torii MWR as “Best
Small MWR/18FSS/MCCS
on Okinawa!” Congratulations
to the dedicated staff of
Torii MWR for serving our
community and making us the
best of the best. It truly
has been a honor to serve and
provide to Soldiers and their
in continuing to
families on Torii Station. We look forward
fo
relationship with our patrons
foster this re
provide quality programs and
to provid
services.”
service

Beautiful resort,
“restaurant.”
great location, good

OKINAWA

“Free breakfast at
Terra Restaurants.
Sold!!! Plus, they have
a lot of activities, can
watch a movie and also
KDYHDNLGV·URRPµ

- Stuart Gimble,
bl
Torii Station

-Eric Thompson,
Camp Foster

BEST
21%$6(/2'*,1*
WESTPAC LODGE

“Very informative!
Prices always the
lowest.”
lo

-Natalie M. Boutte, Director,
Directorate of Family and MWR
USAG-Okinawa, Torii Station

BEST
0:5)660&&6
KADENA FSS
BIG BASE

Supporting Kadena Air Base and
helping to raise the morale of
its airmen are at the core of the
18th FSS mission. It runs many of
the facilities and programs that
the Kadena community enjoys. In
addition to all of the programs
and tours on- and off-island, the
18th FSS is in charge of running
the Risner Fitness Center, bowling
DOOH\HQOLVWHGDQGRIÀFHUFOXEV
Auto Hobby shop and many more.

-Annette Macfarlane,
Camp Foster

See more travel stories at: StripesOkinawa.com 27
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Haedong Yonggungsa Temple Busan
Photo by Kelly Curtis

.

RUHD(YHU\
\HDUWKHYRWHV
NHHSJURZLQJ
DQGJURZLQJ$QG
OLNHODVW\HDU.RUHD
HGJHGRXWPDLQODQG
-DSDQDQG2NLQDZDLQ
FDVWLQJWKHPRVWYRWHV
$QGLWMXVWZDVQōWRQHRU
WZREDVHVOHDGLQJWKHZD\
7KH\DOOFKLSSHGLQHVSHFLDOO\
.XQVDQZKLFKSLFNHGXSVHYHUDO
ZLQVLQWKHVPDOOEDVHFDWHJRU\%XW
KDWVRIIWRHYHU\RQHLQ.RUHD<RXōUHWDNLQJ
FKDUJHRIWKH%HVWRIWKH3DFLƓFYRWLQJDQGVKRZLQJXV
DOOWKHJRRGVWXII.RUHDKDVWRRIIHU
6SHDNLQJRIWKHEHVWWKHUHZHUHPDQ\UHSHDW
ZLQQHUVIURPODVW\HDUEXWQHZWKLV\HDULQWKHRII
EDVHVKRSSLQJFDWHJRU\ZDVWKH6KLMDQJGRQ 2OG
6RQJWDQ(QWHUWDLQPHQW'LVWULFW 'DQLHO:DUGVDLGŏ7KH
6RQJWDQ6KRSSLQJ'LVWULFW 9LOOHRU6(' LVVHFRQGWR
QRQHLQWHUPVRIRYHUDOOYDOXHDQGYDULHW\RIJRRGV
DQGVHUYLFHVŐ/RFDWHGDFURVVIURP2VDQ$LU%DVHōV
PDLQJDWHWKLVVKRSSLQJDUHDKDVPDQ\VKRSVDQG
UHVWDXUDQWVWRKHOSLPPHUVH\RXLQWR.RUHDQFXOWXUH

28
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ZKLOHVWLOOFORVHWREDVH
2WKHUFXOWXUDODQG
historical activities that are
UHSHDWZLQQHUVDUHWKHDQQXDO
0XG)HVWLYDO /\QQ%URZQIURP
&DPS+XPSKUH\VVDLGWKHIHVWLYDO
LVDŏJUHDWRSSRUWXQLW\WRPDNHODVWLQJ
PHPRULHVZLWKQHZIULHQGVŐ DQGDYLVLWWRWKH
'0= 'DQLHO*DVWRQIURP&DPS&DVH\FDOOHGLWŏDQ
XQIRUJHWWDEOHH[SHULHQFHŐ
7KHUHDUHVRPDQ\RWKHUWKLQJV\RX
FDQōWWRSLQ.RUHD6RLI\RXDUHQHZ
WRWKH52.RUMXVWKDYHQōWYHQWXUHG
RIIWKHEDVHPXFKWKLVLV\RXU
FKDQFH$QGWKLVPDJD]LQHLVJRLQJ
WRKHOS\RX5HDGRQDQGWDNH
VRPHDGYLFHIURPRXUYRWHUV
DQGGLVFRYHUZKDWLVWKH
EHVWRI.RUHD

★ SHOPPING ★

“

The employees are very
polite and professional.
There is a great selection
of clothing and everything
else a single soldier may
need!”

“I choose the Casey
0DLQ([FKDQJHEHFDXVHLW
is the most helpful store
around. The employees
are always willing to help
\RXÀQGZKDW\RXQHHG
and the lines are always
quick.”

´&DPS&DVH\0DLQ([FKDQJHLV
the best because the employees
there make sure the customer
service is the priority.”

-Esterline Herve,
Camp Casey

- Dalton
alton Huff,
USAG Yongsan/
gsan/ K-16

CASEY
MAIN EXCHANGE

-Raymond Chen,
Camp Casey

“Camp
Humphreys has a
better selection of
overall everything.
ng.
I really like the great
hing for
selection of clothing
women and men.””

-Heather Ray,
USAG Humphreys

BEST
(;&+$1*(

-Jeffery Sigle,
Camp Casey

businesses
busin
and areas
that m
make you feel like
\RX·UHEDFNKRPHµ
\RX·UHEDF

BIG BASE

“It is the biggest
SRVWH[FKDQJHLQ.RUHD
and has many products.
Good service, too.”

“Awesome, comes in handy when
you need something later at night.”

- Aaron Williams,
Kunsan Air Base

·
L L
“due..XQVDQ·VPLQLPDUW
has a big
g store-feel
to the welcoming

employ
employees
p y
with
big
g ssmiles and
f
fa
fast
s service.”
KANSAN EXPRESS
-Monica Mendez,
-

“Conveniently
located and
stays open late.”

SMALL BASE

BEST

0,1,0$57(;35(66
0$5,1(0$57
OSAN EXPRESS

-Brian Orona,,
Osan Air Base
e

BIG BASE

Kunsan Air Base

“This store has
i cold beer
ice
available every
a
day!”
d

always
ys have
y
“They
fresh coffee.”
f ”

-Daniel Gaston,
Camp Casey

-Daniel Wilson,
n,
Camp Walker
er

- Daniel Ward,
Osan Air Base

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jonathan Pomeroy, U.S. Air Force

“It is so large,
and the selection is
incredibly vast. It
feels like you are in a
mall back in the U.S.”

-Chad Kerlin,
Osan Air Base

-Don Wong,
Camp Casey

“Camp Humphreys
PDLQH[FKDQJHKDV
a lot to offer. They
are always having
some sort of sale.”

´,W·VODUJHQHZDQG
QLFH7KHRQHWLPH\RX·OO
see Air Force members
wanting to go to an
Army base to use their
amenities!”
-Gilbert Madison,
Osan Air Base

-Lynn Brown,
USAG Humphreys

“

´3KRQHDQG,QWHUQHW*
bundle that just can't be
beat.”

The data is some of
the best quality I
have had overseas.”

-Shannon Anderson,
Osan Air Base

-Shaun Thorpe,
Chinhae Naval Base

“LG U has the ability to be
used all over the peninsula
with minimal connection
issues.”

-Joshua Rojo,
USAG Humphreys

“I have phones for both
myself and daughter, and
they have provided very
good service here in Korea
and traveling.”

“Unlimited
service is
LQH[SHQVLYH,W
,W V
V
easy to sign up and
just as easy to end a
contract when
n you have to
PCS.”

“Has everything you need
and a lot that you don't. The
people are amazing, too.”

-Mike Ziegler,
Osan Air Base

´([FHOOHQWFXVWRPHU
service, and they have all
the snacks, alcohol, and soju
I need.”

-Art Flowers,
Osan Air Base

LG U

-Teresa
Teresa Meade,
Osan Air Base

“First-rate customer
service, clean, hours of
operations are great!!!”

- Victor Figueroa,
Osan Air Base

-Shannon Voscinar,
USAG
USA Yongsan/K-16

BEST
&(//3+21(
3529,'(5

-James Douthit,
Osan Air Base

“Unlimited data with low
price and fast speed.”

-Gany Gamboa,
Osan Air Base

KOREA

“It is the biggest main
H[FKDQJHDQGEHVWPLOLWDU\
clothing sales. Best selection.”

´,W·VSUHWW\QHZDQG
ELJ$QGWKHUH·VDORWWR
choose from.”

It has a great
“
atmosphere
and lots of side

HUMPHREYS
MAIN EXCHANGE

-Felicia Ferry,
Osan Air Base

-Saccharin Sripan,
n,
Kunsan Air Base
se

-Anthony Smith,
Camp Casey

SMALL BASE

“Awesome and many
choices. Great service,
AAFES rocks!”

´.XQVDQ([SUHVV
has everything we
e
need in terms of
daily use items.”

“This ch
choice is suitable for
m eve
my
everyday living.”

´,·YH
´,·YHEHHQXVLQJWKHP
for 10 years.”
-Jeff Grell

“I never have any
su
surprises on my
m
monthly bill.”

-Jana Mantovani,
Osan Air Base

“LG U+ provides one of the
best cellular service/home
internet plans I have ever
seen! For the price, quality
of service, and quality of
product, it can't be beat!”

-Jason Buzzard,
Osan Air Base

29
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★ SHOPPING ★

“

It's always bustling with
businesses of all kinds. A
nice, slow transition to the
host nation's culture.”

Photo by ChiHon Kim

´:LWKLQSUR[LPLW\RI2VDQ
+XPSKUH\VDQG6XZRQWKHUH·V
no better place that services us
for what we need and dream of.”

-Mel Juan,
USAG Humphreys

- Allen Mason,
Osan Air Base

´<RXFDQÀQGDOLWWOH
bit of everything here clothing, weekly market,
restaurants, cafes,
footwear, tailors, etc.”

BEST
2))%$6(

- Jana Mantovani,
Osan Air Base

6+233,1*

SHINJANGDONG

“Well-rounded selection of
stores and places to eat.”

(OLD SONGTAN
ENTERTAINMENT
DISTRICT)

-Bruce George,
Osan Air Base

“Everyone comes to Osan to
shop for clothes, gifts and
collectibles.”

- Orlando Jones,
Osan Air Base

“Right outside Osan
main gate. It has so much
history and relationships
with servicemembers.
They really listen to what
servicemembers want.”

KOREA

-Chauncey Phillips,
Osan Air Base

-Brian Orona,
Osan Air Base

Photo by ChiHon Kim

“Multitude of vendors with
“M
a variety of selections that
suits everyone's needs,
which is accompanied by a
variety of restaurants that
offer several tastes of the
world.”

-Charles Walker II,
USAG Humphreys

Photos courtesy of ptinternational market

BEST
&$56$/(6

“The p
personnel
per
are very helpful
without any being overbearing. They
follow-up in a timely manner and
follow
KDYHQRLVVXHH[SORULQJGLIIHUHQW
KDYH
options
so you get the right car
opt
p
for you.”
fo

-Kalli Ritter,
Osan Air Base

MILITARY
AUTOSOURCE

“Assisted in directions
to registering and even
disposing of our old car
when we bought our
FXUUHQWµ

-John Cutter,
USAG Humphreys

“If you're staying
overseas, there's no better
place to buy for the price
if you want something
American-spec.”

-Benjamin Cheng,
Osan Air Base

“Great discounts and prices.
<RXFDQ·WJHWDQ\WKLQJRIWKLV
quality on lots back in the
States.”

-Kerstin Morlino-Federico,
USAG Humphreys

30
0

“You can get just
about anything custom
made there (suits,
coats, shoes, jerseys,
blankets, etc.).”

“They have the best customer
“Th
service and the facility is close
to the entrance to the Osan BX
FRPSOH[2QHLVDEOHWRHQJDJH
a MAS sales associate whenever
shopping, especially Mr. Troy
Hannula, who is the best!”

-Tom Daly,
USAG Humphreys

Friendly salespeople,
“service,
awesome customer
and get to take
my car back home!”

BES
ST OF TH
HE PAC
CIFIC 2019
9–2
20

-Mary Robertson,
USAG Humphreys

★ PLAYING★
“Good and affordable
trips. Good service.”

“Awesome! Has
every activity you
want to do.”

-Sakkarin Sripan,
Kunsan Air Base

“Good selection
tion
of tours and
activities.”

“

Amazingly fast,
friendly service.
Food is amazing,
and workers are so
awesome.”

“Their food and
lanes are good and
free bowling on
Wednesdays!”

“Offers plenty
y of
food options.”

-Mitchell Scasbrough,
rough,
Kunsan Air Base

“Awesome
Awesome p
pla
place to bowl
and have fun
fun. Great staff
as well!”

TAKE IT
NORTH BOWLING
CENTER (KUNSAN)

- Aaron Williams,
Kunsan Air Base

BEST

%2:/,1*$//(<

“They have good lanes and
even better bulgogi!”

-Maria Galicia,
Osan Air Base

is phenomenal.”

- Victor Figueroa,
Osan Air Base

“You can't beat their
free lunch bowling and
yummy food.”

-Andrew DeWitt,
Osan Air Base

“It's clean and
often has good deals.”

“Smooth lanes, equipment
is taken good care of, and
staff is great!”

-Holly Pickett,
Camp Carroll

“The socia
social connection
is fantasti
fantastic. ITT also
does a w
wonderful job at
ensuring
e
ens
uri members have
transportation to/
tran
from.”
f
fro

BEST
MUD FESTIVAL

BEST
21%$6(

“allOsan
ODR has
the ski

287'2255(&

and snowboard
ard
equipment I need!”

OSAN AB
OUTDOOR REC
BIG BASE

“Osan Outdoor Rec always
offers fantastic tours - many
of which are discounted when
the participant list is low. I
appreciate this because rather
than cancelling the tour, they try
their best to make things work!”

“Osan, because
“O
they go all out!”
th

-Souktyda Manley,
USAG
Yongsan/K-16
US

“Overall a good selection
of outdoor trips. We
enjoyed the hiking trips
around South Korea.”

-Felicia Ferry,
Osan Air Base

“Love Outdoor Rec!! They
have wonderful trips!”

-Brittany Moore,
USAG Humphreys

-Luke Roberts,
USAG Humphreys

“Plenty of trips and
activities to keep me busy
around the peninsula!”

´,·YHWDNHQVHYHUDOWULSV
with Osan Outdoor Rec
and all have been wellplanned and really fun!”

-Eddie Hurtado,
Osan Air Base

-Madison Gilbert,
Osan Air Base

“They have great deals on
trips and their equipment
is in great shape!”

- Henry Vong,
Osan Air Base

“Many great group adventure
opportunities as well as a wide
selection of gear to rent!”

-Jacob Turpin,
Osan Air Base

2))%$6((9(17

SMALL BASE

-David Leon,
K
Kunsan Air Base

KOREA

“Fun for the
“Fu
Osan
MIG ALLEYS BOWLING
WHOLE family
WH
CENTER (OSAN)
with their play
Bowling
g
BIG BASE
area and
an smaller
has a play
y
lanes for kids!”
k
-Donna Quillian,
space forr the
USAG Humphreys
kids AND the
best burgers in
“The food is great. A great
variety of food selection. The
Korea!”
people are great. The service
-Jennifer Berenger,
Osan Air Base

OUTDOOR REC

-Chad Kerlin
Kerlin,
Osan Air Base

SMALL BASE

“

-Joshua Parker,
arker,
Kunsan Air Base

- David Leon,
Kunsan Air Base

-Monica Mendez,
Kunsan Air Base

“

Th
There
are so
many weekly
y tthings to do
are good.
and
dp
prices
i
a
of offLots o
base trips.”
KUNSAN AB

-Aaron Williams,
Kunsan Air Base

-Jacob Turpin,
Osan Air Base

“

Entertainment for the
whole family and an
H[FXVHWRSOD\LQPXGµ

-Kendell Clark,
Osan Air Base

“People from all over the
world attend this event.
,W·VDJUHDWRSSRUWXQLW\
to make lasting memories
with new friends.”

-Lynn Brown,
USAG Humphreys

-Priscilla Roman,
USAG Humphreys

“Mudfest is always so
much fun!”

-Rolando Alvarado,
Osan Air Base

“Mudfest is a great event for tourist
and Korean nationals to party and have
fun together in the summer heat.”

-Chauncey Phillips,
Osan Air Base

“This is a very fun
festival for the entire
family. Something new to
H[SHULHQFHµ

-Megan Roberts,
USAG Humphreys

“Special Korean therapeutic
FODLPHGEHQHÀWV PXG
brought in for epic outdoor
festival; beachfront festival
with concerts, mud pools/
spa action for adults and
children (in separate areas).
Nothing else like this in the
world that I'm aware of.”

-Kevin Mantovani,
Osan Air Base

See more on- and off-base news and entertainment at: StripesKorea.com 31
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★ PLAYING★

“

Bringing the party
back to base!”

-Monica Mendez,
-Mon
Kunsan
Kunsa Air Bawse

“Miquel has a bubbly
personality with
ha
FRPHGLFÁDLUµ
- Robbie Foxworth,
rth,
Osan Air Base
ase

BEST
$)1

“She has very
good energy and
goo
enthusiasm!”
en

-Brittany Timpson,
Kunsan Air Base

SSGT MIQUEL JORDAN

-Amber
er Lucy,
y
Kunsan
n Air Base

(KUNSAN)
SMALL BASE

<RXFDQQRWÀQG
“entertaining
a more energetic,
disc

jockey than SGT Joni
Jackson.”

-Stacy Villanueva,
Osan Air Base

-Daniel Ward,
Osan Air Base

“I've listened to AFN radio
IRUDVSDQRI
IRUDVSDQRIDOPRVW\HDUV
S
and I can't ttell you one name
that I have
ha remembered
throughout those
throug
\
\HD
U
\HDUVH[FHSWRQH
tha
that will stick: SGT
Jo
Joni Jackson …”

“She has lotss of
nd I
enthusiasm and
ng to her
enjoy listening
show.”
-David Moysey,
oysey,
y y
Osan Air Base

3(5621$/,7<
“So much
energy!”

“Joni Jackson is very entertaining to
llisten to. We have been in Korea
f
for 3 years and feel she is by far
WWKHEHVW'-6KHDOVRSOD\VDPL[
o
of songs, not just the top 20 over
a
and over again. Thank you, Joni
J
Jackson, for entertaining us!!”

BEST
$)1

“She has the best
“S
per
personality
and voice.”

-Marvin Kelker,
Osan Air Base

-Charles Walker II,
USAG Humphreys

KOREA

3(5621$/,7<

NAME: SSGT MIQUEL JORDAN
AGE: 32
HOMETOWN: HAYWARD,
CALIFORNIA

Q:

How do you feel
knowing that of all
the personalities, the public
chose you as Best of the
3DFLÀF"
,W·VSUHWW\H[FLWLQJWR
know all my Wolf Pack
wingmen here at Kunsan
appreciated me enough
to vote for me on this
SODWIRUP,W·VVWLOOFUD]\WR
hear people tell me they
heard me on the radio. I
love it though!

A:

Q:
A:

How long have you been
ZLWK$)1",VWKLV\RXUÀUVW
assignment being on-air?
$)1.XQVDQLVP\ÀUVWRQDLU
assignment. I retrained into
WKHFDUHHUÀHOGEDFNLQDQG
funny story, I actually cried every
day during the radio block. Despite
instructors telling me I had a great
radio voice, the fact they were
ZDWFKLQJPHZDVH[WUHPHO\QHUYH
ZUDFNLQJ7KLVH[SHULHQFHLVQ·WWHFK
school at all. Ha!

Q:
A:

What is the process of getting
ready for the show?
When I arrive for work in the
PRUQLQJWKHÀUVWWKLQJ,GR
is check a few sites for interesting
stories. I typically use Wise Brothers
and The Shade Room (granted only
if stories are appropriate). After

32
2

choosing a story, I go back to my
intro to try and make it relatable to
VRPHWKLQJ,·YHJRQHWKURXJKZLWKD
SHUVRQDOVWRU\1H[W,SLFNZKLFKHYHU
reader or command information spot
,ÀQGQHFHVVDU\WRWLHLQWRWKHVWRU\
)LQDOO\,XSGDWHWKHH[FKDQJHUDWHV
and weather. I do this for each hour.
Finding funny stories is more my thing
EHFDXVH,OLNHWREHOLHYH,·PJLYLQJP\
audience something to chuckle about.
I read over the script a few times so
,GRQ·WKDYHWRJRRIIVFULSWDQGWR
VRXQGQDWXUDOWKHQLW·VRIIWRVWDUW
the show!

“Beautiful
ul
voice!!”

SGT JONI JACKSON
BIG BASE

-Brittany
ny
y Moore,
USAG Humphreys
umphreys

“Great banter and goes out of
her way to help the high school
video programs.”

could enjoy across the peninsula.

Q:
A:

What is the process of
getting ready for the

What makes your show
different than your other
colleagues?
I think the main component that
makes my show different is my
“California Girl” component. I always
include something in my show about
my home state. People know me around
base as their “favorite California girl.”
I also get asked to host things around
base, and that helps me build more
rapport with my audience. I think that
noticeability makes folks a little more
inclined to hear what I have to say on
the radio.

Q:

Q:

A:

A:

BES
ST OF TH
HE PAC
CIFIC 2019
9–2
20

-Jasmin Elder,
USAG Humphreys

-Janet Cook,
Camp Walker

Q:
A:

For a person new to Korea,
which radio personality in the
States would you describe yourself as
comparable to?
In my head, I could be equal
parts my childhood hometown
and New York radio personalities:
&KX\*RPH]IRUPHU.0(/'-
DQG$QJLH0DUWLQH]RI3RZHU
%RWKYHU\SUROLÀFKLSKRSDQG5 %
radio personalities of their times and
even today. Their respect for the
music is something I appreciate so
PXFK7KH\·UHGHÀQLWHO\P\LGROVWKDW
I came into this position attempting
to mirror myself after. I even have
DFRS\RI$QJLH·VDXWRELRJUDSK\´0\
Voice-A Memoir,” on my desk now as
a reminder of how great I have the
opportunity to be.

“DJ P
PMG brings
life to Area III
with her energy and
enthusiasm and helps the
community look forward to all
new, upcoming programming
new
that USAG Humphreys and
th
Osan have to offer.”
O

(HUMPHREYS)

NAME: SGT JONI JACKSON
AGE: 28
HOMETOWN: DISTRICT HEIGHTS,
MARYLAND
How do you feel
knowing that of all the
personalities, the public chose you
DV%HVWRIWKH3DFLÀF"
,W·VDJUHDWSULYLOHJHWREHD
UDGLRSHUVRQDOLW\,W·VHYHQD
greater privilege to serve as the
voice for the military community.
I feel honored being chosen
and appreciate the listeners
for enjoying my show as much
as I enjoyed their energy and
interaction.

Q:
A:

How long have you been
with AFN? Is this your
ÀUVWDVVLJQPHQWEHLQJRQDLU"
My assignment to Korea
EDFNLQLVWKHÀUVW
WLPH,H[SHULHQFHGEHLQJDUDGLR
personality. I immediately fell in
love with the job and decided to
H[WHQG)RUWZR\HDUVP\JRDO
was being a DJ that everyone

show?
Preparing for my show was
PRVWO\PHUHÁHFWLQJRQP\
day-to-day routine, family life or
professional atmosphere. Then I
would bring that to my radio show
so I could relate to my listeners
in the best way. Most people
have the same routine, just in
GLIIHUHQWTXLUN\ZD\V,W·VQLFHWR
hear someone put a spin on theirs
for a few morning-ride laughs.

Q:
A:

What makes your show
different than your other
colleagues?
My show is different
because I like to bring my
OLIHDQGZKDW,H[SHULHQFHWRWKH
UDGLRVKRZ,I,·YHH[SHULHQFHG
a 3-hour hike in Korea and there
LVDKLNLQJWULSFRPLQJXS,·GJLYH
the audience the story of their
OLYHVWRFRQYLQFHWKHPWKDWWKH\·G
have a great time.

Q:

For a person new to Korea,
which radio personality in
the States would you describe
yourself as comparable to?
I love to compare myself
to “The Breakfast Club”
morning show. The three
personalities on the show are
vibrant, truthful and funny. Like
me!

A:

See more on- and off-base news and entertainment at: StripesKorea.com

★ DINING★
Amazing draft beer
“ÁRRULVDOZD\VDJRRGWLPH
prices and the dance
after the Ville closes
down.”

-Daniel Gaston,
Camp Casey

“The pizza at the Gateway
Club is outstanding, and the
wings are delicious.”

“They have amazing calzone and
really good wings.”

“The Gateway Club has
H[FHOOHQWIRRGDVZHOODVSRRO
tables and a fun casino.”

-Frank Van Meter,
Camp Hovey

“Good
Good food, cheap
p drinks,
safe place to have fun
and enjoy your time by
y
yourself or with
h friends.
erent
They have different
events each day.”
y.”
- Brian Franklin,
nklin,
asey
Camp Casey

-Raymond Chen,
Camp Casey

“They
y have tthe best
food on b
base.”

-Jason Ramirez,
Camp Casey

GATEWAY CLUB
(CASEY)

SMALL BASE

-Dakota Anderson,
Osan Air Base

BEST
(1/,67('

2)),&(56ō&/8%
“Good food and beer
specials, plus the
Street Beat Band is
the best!”

OSAN ENLISTED CLUB
BIG BASE

e
breakfast.
“ofAwesome
t. One
the bestt places to

- Kerlin Chad,
Osan Air Base

“Great staff, events and
food. Lots of events for
base personnel and families.”

-Ernest Lee,
Osan Air Base

-Ian Patterson,
USAG Humphreys

- Candice Flores,
USAG Humphreys
US

“Much better quality
than back in the States.
)ODYRUIXODQGH[TXLVLWHµ

BEST
3,==$5(67$85$17
PIZZA HUT

-Daniel Ward,
rd,
Osan Air Base
se

“

-Edwin Cobos,
USAG Humphreys

´,W·VZRUWKZDLWLQJIRU
´,W
Pizza Hut pan pizza is
Pizz
easily my favorite.”

-Mel Juan,
USAG Humphreys

“Always on time!”

-Emily Prado-Elfstrom,
Osan Air Base

“On bas
base and has decent
prices.”
prices

“Nothing better than
an
a restaurant from
home.”

-Jeremiah Rodriguez,
ez,
Osan Air Base
se

-Ryan Cleary,
Osan Air Base

-Mike Zeigler,
Osan Air Base

“Best pizza spot on
Camp Humphreys.”

-Ernest Lee,
Osan Air Base

“Very nice ambience.”

“Family-friendly atmosphere
and familiar American food
that children like.”

-Austin Poteat,
USAG Humphreys

“Great food for the
price with a great familyGLQLQJH[SHULHQFHµ

-Cheyenne Robertson,
Osan Air Base

-Cindya Johnson,
USAG Humphreys

-April Torres,
Osan Air Base

-Amiry Shawn,
USAG Yongsan/K-16

The Cajun Pasta is
sooooo amazing.”

“For an on-base restaurant,
&KLOL·VSURYLGHVDJUHDW
H[SHULHQFHDQGJUHDWIRRGµ

“They do so many events
and we signed up to be a
member! Saves us money
and we have fun.”

They have that stuffed
“WKDWFDQ·WEHEHDWµ
crust and cheesy bread

“Love
Love eating Pizza
P
Hut for
home.”
a taste
taste of hom

“Nobody out-pizzas
out pizzass
the Hut!”

-Ron Rey,
Osan Air Base

KOREA

-Henry Vong,
Osan Air Base

“I love the
crab legs!”

-Valentin Efrain,
Osan Air Base

get a good American-style
breakfast. Also provides
awesome events at night/
weekends.”

“Has had various events
with popular guests, i.e. Rob
Schneider, Papa Roach, etc.”

“Best Enlisted Club
“B
I've ever been to! Great
I'v
food and setting. Wing
foo
Wednesday is a weekly
Wed
ritual!”
ritual

BEST

-Rebecca
Reb
von Klinggraeff,
Osan Air Base

'$7(1,*+7 
)$0,/<5(67$85$17

“Chilis Osan hass
great menu options
ions
for the whole family.”
amily.”

- William Williams,
Osan Air Base

CHILIS

(OSAN AB FSS)

“Ample kid-friendly
selections!”
“R
“Real
good food, drinks
and good service.”
an

-Robert Walton,
Osan Air Base

-William Quintero,
Osan Air Base

33
33

★ DINING★

“The$QH[FHOOHQWSODFHWRJHW
your taste buds acclimated.
side dishes are mild, the

“The most popular
p
going
away, TD
TDY stop, special
d
din
ner venue around
dinner
Osan for Korean
BBQ
BBQ-style food.”

BEST

PHDWLVH[FHOOHQWWKHPHQXV
and staff use English. The
restaurant also has a fullyVWRFNHGEDULVHDV\WRÀQG
and the owners are lovely.”
a
an

- Kevin Mantovani,
Osan Air Base

/2&$/&8/785(
5(67$85$17

“This is my go-to spot
anytime I have visitors
from out of town. Great
introduction to Korean
BBQ and amazing salad.”

NOLBOO HANGARI GALBI,
SHINJANGDONG
(OLD SONGTAN)

KOREA

“Many options to
choose from with great
customer service.”

-Shawn Jenkins,
USAG Humphreys

- Faith Duenas,
uenas,
Camp Henry

EVERGREEN CLUB

-Michael Elmer,
Camp Henry

BEST

681'$<%581&+

“Hands down,
“H
2V
2VDQ2IÀFHUV
Club has something
Clu
OFFICER’S CLUB
for everyone.
e
Super
(OSAN AB FSS)
delicious. Also offering
delicio
BIG BASE
bottomle
bottomless mimosas and a
bounce house for the kids.”

“I mainly go for the
unlimited mimosas!”

-Candace George,
Osan Air Base

THE DEMILITARIZED
ZONE

-Michael
el Capil,
p
Chinhae Naval
al Base

BES
ST OF TH
HE PAC
CIFIC 2019
9–2
20

-Mel Juan,
USAG Humphreys

“It literally has everything
you would ever want!”

-Kendell Clark,
Osan Air Base

-Kelsie Perez,
Osan Air Base

´$QXQIRUJHWWDEOHH[SHULHQFH
$QXQIRUJHWWDEOHH[
actually
y going up
u and seeing
the DMZ. You are
walking among living
history.”
histo

$775$&7,21

items to choose
from. Go there
KXQJU\EHFDXVHLW·V
worth it.”

´´*RRGIRRGDQGDNLGV·SOD\DUHD
What more could you want?”
W

★ TRAVELING★

BEST
08676((

The club has a
“breakfast
great variety of
and lunch

-Megan Roberts,
USAG Humphreys

-Victor Figueroa,
Osan Air Base

-Junko Pilch,
Osan Air Base

34
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“They
The go all out
with tthe menu and
decor
decorations for their
holida
holiday super brunches.”

(USAG DAEGU FMWR)

a Sunday Brunch,,
one of the best things
g
to look forward to all
week.”

-Jennifer Schwomeyer,
Osan Air Base

“Korea
has rapidly
modernized
and it's easy to
forget why we're
here. Touring the
DMZ puts things in
n
perspective.”

-Maria Donovan,
Camp Carroll

SMALL BASE

Wow! What
“have.
a spread they
I never miss
ss

“The food is
delicious, and the
staff is wonderful!”

“Had wonderful food at
Thanksgiving!”

“Their selection iss great, and
the food and pricess are also
good.”

-Devon Mayers,
Camp Mujuk MCCS

“Great brunch with
free mimosas! They
usually have a bouncy
house for the kids to
play in while adults eat
and chat.”

-Efrain Valentin,
Osan Air Base

“I drive from CP Humphreys
to Daegu just for lunch!”

-Heather Ray,
USAG Humphreys

-Mason Allen,
llen,
Osan Air Base
ase

“The true Korean
%%4H[SHULHQFHµ

-Kalli Ritter,
Osan Air Base

“Best options and buffet
always looks fresh and
well-planned.”

“A great trip to go on for
more clarity on the history
of Korea, as well as the
purpose of US military
tary
y still
H[LVWLQJRQWKHSHQLQVXOD
LQVXOD
today.”

-Kendell Clark,
Osan Air Base

“Though the strategic
environment is changing,
WKLVVXUUHDOH[SHULHQFH
is still a must-see!”

-Daniel Gaston,
Camp Casey

“Might not be there
forever, so check it out
while we can.”

-Rebecca von Klinggraeff,
Osan Air Base

“Going through the tunnels and
seeing N
North Korea was one of
the bes
best adventures ever!”

-Dan Kobs,
USAG Humphreys

Nothing like you
“anywhere
ZRXOGHYHUH[SHULHQFH
else.”

-Chris Yun,
Osan Air Base

“I lloved
d the
h DMZ tour!”
!”

-Eddie Hurtado,
Osan Air Base

“When you go there,
it is like you are
walking into a big piece
of US-Korean history.”

-Jeffrey Crane,
Osan Air Base

-Christian Gonzales,
Chinhae Naval Base
Photo By Kim Gamel, Stars And Stripes

★ TRAVELING★

Rooms were
really clean and
“great
service.”

KUNSAN AB
CAC TOURS

“Friendly and
attentive staff.”

SMALL BASE

“Clean and comfortable.”

-Stev Tucker,
-Steve
Osan Air Base

WOLF PACK INN

“Osan AB ITT
TT
has many great
eat
trips that are
re
fairly priced.”
.”

SMALL BASE

BEST
21%$6(/2'*,1*
(OSAN)
BIG BASE

“Their cleaning services are
very good. The lodge also has
DÀWQHVVURRPDQGDODXQGU\
URRP3OXVLW·VFORVHWRWKH
BX and Chilis, and a has a
WD[LOLQHULJKWRXWVLGHµ
- Dakota Anderson,
Osan Air Base

“Clea great
““Clean,
people
p
p and
in the p
pe
perfect
location on base.”

-Efrain Valentin,
Osan Air Base

-Nathan Like,
Osan Air Base

-Dan Kobs,
USAG Humphreys

-Brittany Moore,
USAG Humphreys

“Clean, large room.
Enjoyed my stay there
very much!”

“Turumi was the nicest Air
Force hotel I've ever stayed
in. 10/10.”

“Nice facility
with close food/
entertainment options.”

is
“Osan
killing it!”

-Mike Zeigler,
-M
Osan Air Base

-Michaell McGinnis,
M Ginni
Osan Air Base

BIG BASE

“

Affordable, within
walking-distance
to shopping, food and
the
th bus terminal.”

-Natalie Goes,
USAG Yongsan/ K-16

“Great variety
of trips offered
throughout Korea.”

-Felicia Ferry,
Osan Air Base

“
“Even
though we are
going through uncertain
g
ttimes due to relocation
and transformation,
a
our MWR professionals
o
continue to offer
c
quality programs and
q
H[FHSWLRQDOFXVWRPHU
H
sservice to the members
of our communities.
o
We continue to reach
W
out to our customers
o
tto ensure we meet
RUH[FHHGWKHLUH[SHFWDWLRQV:HEHOLHYHWKDWLWLV
even more important to offer quality programs during
turbulent times,, to help
p take people's minds off of the
many
y changes that are impacting their
lives. We strive to be a constant,
SRVLWLYHLQÁXHQFHRQWKHVROGLHUV
SRVLWLYH
and families
f
in our communities."

AREA I & II FMWR
SMALL BASE

KOREA

TURUMI LODGE

OSAN AB ITT

-Henry
nry
y Vong,
Osan Air Base

(KUNSAN)

“The lodge has
great and helpful
elpful
p
service. Also has
pet-friendly rooms.”

- Sakkarin Sripan,
Kunsan Air Base

BEST
75$9(/$*(1&<

-Mitchell Scasbrough,
Kunsan Air Base

-Chris DiSanto,
Osan Air Base

“Very
y in
informative and
helpful.”
helpf

– Jeff Wertz,
Area I & II FMWR

BEST

0:5)660&&6
OSAN FSS
BIG BASE

“Our team of FSS
professionals strive to
SURYLGHÀUVWFODVVFXVWRPHU
service. We are constantly
LQWRXFKZLWKRXUFXVWRPHU·V
needs to ensure we are
H[FHHGLQJWKHTXDOLW\RIOLIH
needs for Team Osan.”

– Jason Barreuther,
Chief, Community Services Flight

See more travel stories at: StripesKorea.com 35
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Photo by Alysa Nuque

:

KHQZH
WKLQNRI
*XDP
ZHWKLQNRIVDQG\
EHDFKHVFU\VWDO
EOXHRFHDQDQGJUHDW
&KDPRUURIRRG$QGWKH
PLOLWDU\FRPPXQLW\LVKHUHWR
WHOO\RXWKHUHōVSOHQW\PRUHZKHUH
WKDWFDPHIURP
)URPDEHDFKZLWKWKHLUWRHVLQWKHVDQGLVKRZ
ZHōGOLNHWRLPDJLQHDOORIRXUUHFRUGQXPEHURI
*XDPYRWHUVFKLPHGLQIRUWKLVURXQGRI%HVWRI
3DFLƓF$QGHYHQLIWKH\ZHUHRQWKHEHDFKPDQ\
VWLOOWRRNWKHWLPHWRWHOOXVZK\WKH\YRWHGWKHZD\
WKH\GLG:HWKDQNWKHPIRUWKDW
6RPHRIWKHROGIDLWKIXOVVWLOOVWRRGEHVWWKLV\HDU
IRU*XDPEXWWKHUHZHUHVHYHUDOQHZFRPHUVRQ
WKHOLVW9RWHUVJDYH+\DWW5HJHQF\*XDP+RWHOWKH
QRGIRUWKLV\HDUōV%HVW6XQGD\%UXQFKŏ%LJOREVWHU
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DOO\RX
FDQHDWŐ
*HQDUR&XLFRIURP
1DYDO%DVH*XDPWROG
XV6KRUWDQGVZHHWEXW
HQRXJKWRPDNHXVZDQWWR
KHDGRYHUIRUDIHDVW
$IWHUEUXQFKYLVLWWKLV\HDUōV
ZLQQHUIRUEHVWRIIEDVHVKRSSLQJ
0LFURQHVLD0DOO'HDFRQ:KLWHIURP$QGHUVRQ
$LU)RUFH%DVHVDLGLWKDVŏ*RRGVWRUHVPDQ\IRRG
FKRLFHVDQGDFLQHPDŐ
*RRGVKRSSLQJQLFHEHDFKHVDQGPRUHWKLV
86WHUULWRU\GHƓQLWHO\GUDZV\RXLQ6RLI
\RXDUHLWFKLQJWRYLVLWIRUDUHOD[LQJ
YDFDWLRQRUDUHFRQWHPSODWLQJD
UHTXHVWWREHVWDWLRQHG
WKHUHNQRZWKDWWKHUH
LVSOHQW\WRPDNHWKH
EHVWRIRQ*XDP

★ SHOPPING ★

Love the prices!
“- always
Love the staff
so helpful
and friendly!”

-Chrystal Joiner,
Naval Base Guam

“
“More
variety and they
always have deals going on.
a
The staff
also runs around the
st
store sharing sale information with
everyone.”
everyo

“
“The
associates
a
at the
a
NEX are
N
so friendly
y and
d welcoming
wel
ZKHQ\RXÀUVWHQWHUWKH
ZKHQ\RX
ZKHQ
\RX
\ ÀUVW
store. When
W
you need
assistance or have a
assis
question, there is
q
que
always someone
alw
around to assist
ar
you. I am always
y
DEOHWRÀQGZKDW
D
I am looking
(;&+$1*(
for.”
f
-Deacon White,
Andersen AFB

BEST

GUAM MAIN NAVY
EXCHANGE

- Mary Matanane,
Retiree

“Very clean and the
workers are super nice
to you. Everything you
need is here.”

-GuQuan Xiao,
US Army Reserve Center

BEST

-Gene Pewtress,
s,
Andersen AFB
FB

0,1,0$57(;35(66
0$5,1(0$57
MAIN NAVAL BASE
MINI MART

thing you
need when you
“areEverything
in a hurry. Fast
food items, gas,
toiletries, produce,
drinks, etc.”

-Tammy Aguon,
Naval Base Guam

“After p
pa
paying
for my
yg
gas, I go
inside and do a littl
little
shopping. So awesome!”

-Celina Manley,
Naval Base Guam

“Friendly staff.
Great selections of
beer. Convenient.”

-Kirstin Perry,
Naval Base Guam

Wide selection of phone brands and
SULFHVÁH[LEOHSODQVDQGSUHSDLG
“options,
convenient locations on and off
EDVHVH[FHOOHQWVWRUHKRXUVKRXU
customer service via phone. Easy ways
to pay via phone, in store, or online and
great customer service!”

GUAM

“Complete array
y of items. Stocks
reasonably-priced name brand items
(Style and Co., Ruby Red, Karen Scott,
etc.) in petite, average and plus sizes. In
addition, they always have great sales and
periodic scratch cards. There is also a
fully-stocked furniture mart.”

-Paul Blas,
Naval Base Guam

“Big and full of
f
stuff!”

- John "Jay" Andre,
Guam Army National Guard

BEST
&(//3+21(

“Word of mouth says
that this is the best
service on island.”

- Aaron Hughes,
Andersen AFB

3529,'(5
GTA

““They always try to get you
t best pricing and honor it
the
for years, even if the price
f
increases.”
in

-Thomas Gilbert,
Naval Base Guam

37
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★ SHOPPING ★

BEST
&$56$/(6
ATKINS KROLL

BEST
2))%$6(
6+233,1*

GUAM PREMIUM
OUTLET

“Wonderful shopping
H[SHULHQFHµ

“Parts conveniently
available here.”

-Bobbie Cruz,
US Army Reserve Center

GPO has a
“
variety of
sto
stores, a theater

with a large
select
selection of movies,
and many food
o
options.”

– Cortney Howard,
Naval Base Guam

-Gabriel Waldorff,
Naval Base Guam

“Good customer
service.”

- Matt Napui,
Andersen AFB

of the quality
“theBecause
of their vehicles and
fair prices of their
goods and services.”

GUAM

-Alejo Sablan,
Retiree

★ PLAYING★

“The bathroom is clean.”

-Genaro Cuico,
Naval Base Guam

“Close
SUR[LPLW\WRIRRG
establishments
and cheap
prices.”
-David Klebacher,
Naval Base Guam

“It's a nice beach, but
not too crowded.”

BEST

-Aaron Hughes,
Andersen AFB

%2:/,1*$//(<
OROTE POINT LANES
(NBG)

““Great
“G
atm
atmosphere!”

-Jude Cruz,
US Ar
Army Reserve Center

“

Everything about
this bowling alley is
perfect.”

-Roy Eay Jr.,
Naval Base Guam

BEST
21%$6(
GAB-GAB
(NAVY MWR)

“

Hands down
best everything!
Ocean pool, drop
Oc
offs, snorkeling,
diving a
and general
facilities.”

287'2255(&

-Reginald Free,
Retiree
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See more on- and off-base news and entertainment at: GUAM.Stripes.com

Photos by Guam Visitors Bureau

★ PLAYING★

“

A variety of food
and souvenirs.
Draws people from
Dr
all countries.”

-Anthony Lukela,
Army Guard

BEST

“The food is great!”

2))%$6((9(17

-David Elliot,
Naval Base Guam

CHAMORRO VILLAGE
“Chamorro Village has a variety of
local food to offer to our visitors on the
island. Also, lots of souvenirs to take
e
home to their families.”

-R. Cruz,
Naval Base Guam

★ DINING★
“Ten dollar pizza!”

-Quinn Arciaga,
Andersen AFB

-Abrch Pastore,
Guam Naval Hospital

“Best taste an
and
selection.”
selection.

-Andrew
Andrew Ellison,
Civilian

“Cheapest deals.”
eals.”
-Albert Villa,
Radio Barrigada
gada

“I like the
chicken wings!””

-Genaro Cuico,
co,
Naval Base Guam

BEST
(1/,67('

BEST

3,==$5(67$85$17

2)),&(56ō&/8%
TORPEDOES &
TOMAHAWKS (NBG)

“They have a wide
variety of food to choose
IURP,W·VDOOGHOLFLRXVµ

-R. Cruz,
Naval Base Guam

PIEOLOGY

“

Best selection
of food and
beverages.”

-Janell Ward,
Andersen AFB

GUAM

“

Great price and
great pizza!”

★ DINING★

“

Awesome
environment.”

-Deacon White,
Andersen AFB

Friendly staff
ff
“food.”
serves up great
eat
-Andrew Ellison,
ison,
lian
Civilian

BEST
)$0,/<

“W
“Wide
variety
of Italian food.
o
Generous portions
G
5(67$85$17
that can feed 3
th
people in some
pe
CAPPRICIOSA
cases. Pasta,
cas
lasagna,
lasag
g
pizza and if
you lik
y
like escargot, it's
one of th
the few places on
LVODQG\RXFD
\
LVODQG\RXFDQÀQGLW$QG
th
h h
ti
tto choose
h
they
have 3 llocations
from. Two
in Tumon Bay and one in the Agana Shopping
C
Center.
Nice kiddie menu, too.”

“Love their calamari!”

- Maricar Warren,
Naval Base Guam

“Best food and
environment!”
n r nm n

-Roy
y Eay Jr.,
Naval Bas
Base Guam

-John "Jay" Andre,
Guam Army National Guard

MOSA’S

GUAM

BEST

'$7(1,*+7
5(67$85$17
PROA

“Cheap
“Ch
and great
service.”
servi

-Albert
Villa,
Radio Barrigada
Rad

“The([FHOOHQW&KDPRUUR
food available.
local platter is
delicious.”

-Mary Matanane,
Retiree

“Taro Cheesecake!”

- Quinn Arciaga,
Andersen AFB

food,
H[SHQVLYH
“butDelicious
fairly
priced. Great
atmosphere.”

-David Klebacher,
Naval Base Guam

BEST

/2&$/&8/785(
5(67$85$17

“Wide variety of
local dishes, from
seafood and beef to
oconut
pork. If you like coconut
milk and spicy food,
d, y
you
FDQÀQGWKDWWRR/RFDOO\
/RFDOO\
\
owned and like homemade.”
memade ”

MESKLA
“Always good food
and
d service.”

-John "Jay" Andre,
Guam Army National Guard

is my go-to
favorite for brunch.
“ItHyatt
is great to celebrate

BEST
681'$<%581&+
HYATT REGENCY
GUAM HOTEL

and just fun to go eat
on a Sunday!”

-Clarice Martinez,
Naval Base Guam

“Nice views, good food,
UHOD[LQJSODFHµ

-GuQuan Xiao,
US Army Reserve Center
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-Rose Blend,
Retiree

“I love their seafood
and beer! Great service!”

- Anthony Lukela,
Army Guard

★ TRAVELING★
and
close enough
clos
“ttooQuiet
some
som eats and
shopping.”
sho

–Ed Kelin,
Orlando, Fl.

BEST
21%$6(/2'*,1*
NAVY GATEWAY
INNS & SUITES

(NAVAL BASE GUAM)

“I have pets.
They allow pets.”

- Derrick Ward,
Andersen AFB

´(
´(DV\SUR[LPLW\WREDVH
facilities, great price,
fa
amazing rooms.”
am

- David Klebacher,
Naval Base Guam

“wellBeautiful
property and
maintained.””

-Leigh Stephens,
s,
Naval Base Guam
m

´/X[XULRXV
Great pool.”

-Kirstin Perry,
Naval Base Guam

“Close to all the shops.””

BEST

2))%$6(/2'*,1*
DUSIT THANI
GUAM RESORT

-William Sarwiento,
wiento,
Retiree

GUAM

Great view with
“gift
a rrestaurant and
g
sshop. Beautiful
sunset for dinner.”
sunse

-Tammy Aguon,
Naval Base Guam

BEST
08676((

$775$&7,21
TWO LOVER’S POINT

BEST

75$9(/$*(1&<
“Great location.”

ANDERSEN ITT

-Matt Napui,
Andersen AFB

“Simply beautiful.”

-V'Lyssa Sanna,
Retiree

“

They have
very helpful
employees.”

-Ray Stiers,
Andersen AFB

★ TRAVELING★
´&DQ·WEHDWWKHORFDWLRQµ

-Daniel Gaston

´,·YHEHHQJRLQJWRWKH1HZ6DQQR
+RWHOVLQFHZKHQP\IDWKHU
was in the Air Force. I now get to
enjoy it for special holidays and
RFFDVLRQVZLWKP\KXVEDQG,W·V
in such a convenient location and
YHU\DIIRUGDEOHDQGOX[XULRXV7KH
staff is always so welcoming and
accommodating!”

““Seoul is such a main hub for
Korean pop culture. The Dragon
Hill L
Lodge puts you right there
in tthe action!”

-Eddie Hurtado

BEST

-Ashley Phillips, Yokota AB

0,/,7$5<5(6257
0,/,7$

1
ce
Pla
st

2Plancde

DRAGON
D
H
HILL
I LODGE

´&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHG LQH[SHQVLYHµ

THE NEW SANNO
T
(TOKYO)

“Amazing brunch!”

-Nathan Shepard, Yokosuka Naval Base

´,W·VOLNHDOLWWOHSLHFHRI$PHULFDLQ
the middle of Tokyo, Japan!”

“Our room had beautiful
night-time views. The
restaurants were great!”

-Jacob Moore, Sasebo Naval Base

-Candice Flores

PACIFIC

:RQGHUIXOH[SHULHQFH
in the heart of Seoul.
“Great
restaurants and
travel desk.”

“Dragon
Dra
Hill is
awesome, because
aw
they really look out
th
for the small details
fo
that help make a trip
th
successful.”
su

- Kristine Prince Moses,
Sasebo Naval Base

- Jason Butler,
Yokosuka Naval Base

“The grounds are beautiful
and the staff was very
helpful with adventures,
whether it be booking a trip
WRWKH'0=JHWWLQJDWD[L
or teaching members how to
XVH6HRXO·VVXEZD\µ

“T Dragon Hill really
“The
surprised us. When we
su
vacationed there, the
va
hotel rooms were a great
h
size and the amount of
si
restaurant options was
re
fantastic!”
fa

-Lauren Maron-Brown

“The best all around with great
prices and in the heart of Tokyo!
<RXFDQ·WEHDWWKDWµ

-Harold Mclean, Retired

“Delicious breakfast, nice rooms,
wonderful service, awesome central
Tokyo location, the NEX store has
great unique Japanese gifts, and
the amazing Thanksgiving buffet is
SHUIHFWIRUZKHQ\RXGRQ·WIHHOOLNH
spending seven hours cooking the
turkey yourself.”
-Sean Jersey

´,W·VJRUJHRXVDQGYHU\FRQYHQLHQW
with pool, bar, slots, great service
along with good food.”

-Vanessa Macias, Yokosuka Naval Base

 -RVHÀQD*RRGLQ0&$6,ZDNXQL

3Plardce

HALE KOA HOTEL
(HONOLULU)

“Great location
for family fun.”

-Chauncey Phillips

“Love this hotel!
The size, the
amenities, the
location, the
beach, the pool,
the affordability... the list goes on!”

-Jessica Rudnitzki, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Affordable for military families
and great location to local
attractions.”

-Christina Bates, Sasebo Naval Base

“It makes you feel like royalty.”

-Aaron Paul Ibarrola, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Hale Koa is a DREAM!! Facilities
are beautiful and staff is awesome!”

- Leila Crawford, Misawa AB

-Kendell Clark

Th
hree
e lu
uck
ky votterss in thiss year’s contest fou
und
d it pays, in more ways than
n one,
to make
e theirr voicces hearrd about whatt they th
hin
nk is best.

Q:
A:

DARYL HO
HODG
GES (OKI
INAWA)

:KDW·VWKHEHVWWKLQJDERXW\RXUFXUUHQWORFDWLRQLQWKH
3DFLÀF"
The best thing about Okinawa is the emphasis on
H[SHULHQFLQJWKHRXWGRRUV:HKDYHHQMR\HGWKHEHDFKHV
waterfalls and awesome parks.

Q:
A:

What are you going to buy with your gift card?

New Ninja (kitchen blender).
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★ EDUCATION★
EMBRY-RIDDLE
2Plancde AAERONAUTICAL
UNIVERSITY
E
´,KDYHWKUHHPDVWHU·V
degrees from Embry.
I would highly
recommend them to
anyone in the Aviation
Industry!”

““Easily accessible and
w
well-priced.”

-Ricah Quinto,
Sasebo Naval Base

- Kevin Van Gordon

“Great major options and militaryfriendly.”

-Sakkarin Sripan

“Embry-Riddle has the best programs,
is the most credible, has good
accreditation and a strong alumni
association.”

-Gerald Sellars, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Embry Riddle has been great for
P\KXVEDQG7KHÁH[LELOLW\RIIHUHG
has helped him make progress on his
degree.”

“Only one I have been
to and they walk you
through the process
making it easy to do.”
 :LOOLDP*ULIÀQ
Yokota AB

“Both my husband and I
have degrees from UMUC.
C
Now our oldest is attending.
High quality education and
great degree choices.”

st
1
ce
Pla

UNIVERSITY OF
M
MA
MARYLAND UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE

“They provide awesome
support!”

- Tara Scrimpshire

“They offer a good amount
“The
of fa
face-to-face classes or
hybrid classes.”
hybr

-Isaac Norton,
Camp Zama

“The wide variety of
courses and great selection
of teachers makes UMUC
great, but the staff service
is even better being friendly
and helping every step of the
way.”

“UMUC offers the most face-toface courses, and allows students to
take full advantage of their military
7$DQG9$EHQHÀWV7KH\ UHDOVRRQ
PRUHLQVWDOODWLRQVLQWKH3DFLÀFWKDQ
any other university, and it's easy to
take classes here in Korea or from
any duty station in the world!”

-Luke Roberts

“They are easily accessible via online and
have a great online program. They also have
a great military price for any military or
their families wanting an education.”

-Tristan Crawford

Q:
A:

-Sheila Del Rosario,
Yokosuka Naval Base

PACIFIC

higher education.”

-Teresa Martinez-Travitzky,
Yokota AB

-Jerrod Plummer,
Yokota AB

-Felicia Ferry,
Yokota AB

It is such an
affordable and
“simple
option to

TROY UNIVERSITY
“I'm an alumnus of Troy
and loved it!”

“Best place to go to pursue
a higher education. Teachers
and faculty are professional
and know their stuff.”

-Naomi Davis

-Brenda Alvarez

3Plardce

BEST
+,*+(5('8&$7,21
+
+,
*

ROBERT
T MANN
N (KO
OREA)

:KDW·VWKHEHVWWKLQJDERXW\RXUFXUUHQWORFDWLRQLQWKH3DFLÀF"

It is hard to pick just one best thing about living in Korea at Osan AB. I would have to narrow it down
to the food, people and cultural heritage. I am amazed at how delicious fermented
YHJHWDEOHVFDQEHDQG,FDQ·WJHWHQRXJKRIDOOWKHGLIIHUHQWNLPFKLWKH\KDYHKHUH
7KH%%4LVSUHWW\DPD]LQJWRR7KHSHRSOHDUHVRPHRIWKHQLFHVW,·YHLQWHUDFWHG
with, and they love kids here, which has been great since I brought my whole family.
While living at Osan AB, we can pretty much make it to anywhere in South Korea for a
day trip. This has allowed us to see all kinds of palaces, temples, fortresses and other
cultural sites; or to enjoy one of the many festivals they have throughout the year. It
has been a lot of fun getting to know the culture and history of Korea.

Q:
A:

What are you going to buy with your gift card?

I want to buy a Nintendo Switch, but i think my wife probably has something
else in mind.

$100

Q:
A:

JOHN C. YO
OUNG (K
KOREA)
:KDW·VWKHEHVWWKLQJDERXW\RXUFXUUHQWORFDWLRQLQWKH3DFLÀF"

,W·VWKH$UP\·VKLGGHQJHP.RUHDLVWKHSHUIHFWORFDWLRQIRUMXPSVWR
China, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam and so many other locations that are really
affordable travel destinations.

Q:
A:

What are you going to buy with your gift card?

New luggage to travel with!
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