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Stripes Best of the Pacific 2018-19 is an 
exclusive Stars and Stripes advertising 
supplement for members of the U.S. 
military community serving overseas. 
The content herein is unofficial and 
is not to be considered as the official 
views of, or endorsed by, Stars and 
Stripes, the U.S. government, or the 
Department of Defense. The advertising 
in this publication does not constitute 
endorsement by Stars and Stripes of 
the products or services advertised. All 
rights reserved. Cover and contents may 
not be reproduced in whole or in part 
without prior written permission.

Email: carlson.chris@stripes.com with 
questions or comments. To subscribe to 
Stars and Stripes, email: SSPcirculation@
stripes.com. Mailing address: Unit 
45002, APO AP 96338-5002

So, you just PCS’d to a new country. Maybe it’s a place where English is not the language of choice. Or, 
maybe they do speak the same language as you. Either way, all you want to know is, “Where can I get 
a good slice of pizza?”

Well, my friends, you’ve come to the right place. For the past 15 years Stars and Stripes has been 
wondering that exact same question. Like you, we appreciate a good slice just as much as the next person. 

So, in order to get the answer to one of life’s all-important questions, we’ve turned to those in the Pacific 
that are in the know - you and your fellow service members!

That’s right. We ask the question every year, and we pass that insider info on to you via our Best of the 
Pacific magazine each spring.

How much, you ask? Don’t worry about it - This one’s on the 
house. 

Best of the Pacific is always free, just like all of the 
community content from Stripes. From our weekly 

newspapers in the blue boxes on base (Stripes Japan, 
Stripes Okinawa, Stripes Guam, Stripes Korea) to our 
websites (StripesJapan.com, StripesOkinawa.com, 
StripesKorea.com, Guam.Stripes.com), Stripes has you 
covered. And best of all, it’s free.

But this couldn’t be done without all of you. You guys 
got online and cast thousands of votes, and for that, we 
thank you!

If we could give each of you a gift card, we 
would. Instead, each of you who voted was entered 

into a raffle to win one of three gift cards of up to 
$300! For the lucky three who took home the prizes, 

congratulations! Sherille Mabini from White Beach on 
Okinawa ($300), Joseph Wilson from Camp Humphreys in 

Korea ($200) and Jana Mantovani from Osan Air Base in Korea 
($100) probably spent a combined 15 minutes voting while sitting 

around or standing in line at the Commissary. It was that easy and now 
they’ve got a combined $600 between them!

And, while we love the votes, what we really like to see are the comments you leave about the things you 
vote for. It’s one thing to say you like a bowling alley, but when you say why, it really lets your fellow service 
members and their families know just what makes those lanes special.

Like Neliska Stence from Camp McTureous who voted for Emery Lanes on Okinawa, and had this to say:
“[Emery Lanes] has everything in one place! Food, great staff, darts, and lots of lanes for you to choose 

from. Definitely the best bowling alley I’ve been to.”
Good food, good people, darts and bowling? Can’t’ go wrong with that!
Or John Behrend from Camp Humphreys who really was impacted by his visit to the DMZ in Korea, and 

had this to say for anyone thinking about going:
“I believe everyone who comes to Korea for a tour of duty or just a short visit, the DMZ is one that you 

shouldn’t miss. It surely will open your eyes and is something that you will always remember.”
We really enjoyed hearing from you guys and we want everyone to know that the feedback doesn’t need 

to stop with the BOP voting. So, let us know what you think! Our community websites are up 24/7 and you can 
reach us on Facebook. Send us a message, and please don’t forget to follow us - @StripesPacific! 

Ian Waddick,
Best of the Pacific Editor
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In Japan, there 
were many repeat 
winners in this 

year’s Best of the Pacific 
voting. But, unlike your 
favorite TV show or that 
movie sequel, at Stars and 
Stripes, we certainly don’t mind 
the repetitiveness. 

Who are we to argue? We’re not the experts. 
We leave that up to you. And when the votes are 
tallied and we get the same winner year after year, it 
only validates them as truly the best of the Pacific.

Like the winner of the Best Sunday Brunch category, 
The New Sanno, which was crowned once again. If 
you’re ever looking for somewhere nice to take the 
family or friends for brunch, there is clearly a place 
that your fellow members of the military community 
would recommend. 

Edgar Barrios from Camp Zama put it best: “It’s the 
best in mainland Japan.”

And, 
if you’re looking for 

somewhere to take a trip in 
the near future, this year’s 

winner for the Best Must-See 
Attraction is a new one. Although 

Mount Fuji may be the most famous, 
and still a great place to see, this year 

the people spoke up and they recommended 
Hiroshima.

Of course, you’ve heard of Hiroshima. It’s not 
exactly breaking news that it’s a city worth visiting 
while you’re stationed in Japan. You’ve thought about 
taking the trip. Now, you’ve got the 
recommendation from hundreds of 
your fellow service members and 
their family members. 

What other 
validation could you 
need? So, what are 
you waiting for!?



JAPAN

Iwakuni MCX
“I choose this MCX because 
of its cleanliness and 
customer service. They are 
always there to help.”

– Maria Martinez, 
MCAS Iwakuni

 
Sasebo NEX

“Super-friendly customer 
service! Cashiers are so 
warm and respectful you 
can almost have a genuine 
conversation.”

– Hector Trevizo, 
Sasebo Naval Base

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Atsugi Main Base Minimart
“This place is always clean 
and well stocked. Love it!”

– M. Avila, NAF Atsugi
 

Sagamihara Housing 
Area Shoppette

“This place is fantastic! In 
the past year, they have 
had a huge variety of craft 
beers come through. You 
can’t beat it!”
– Christopher Ragan, Camp Zama

HONORABLE 
MENTION

7

“They have more 
variety, better 
quality.”
– Heather S Sanders, 

Misawa AB

“Clerks and 
employees seem to 
care a lot at the 
Yokosuka NEX. They strive 
to make their customers 
satisfied and have a happy 
shopping experience.”

– Julia Cannistra, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“The overall 
selection contains 
a wide variety and 
their markdowns 
are great.”
– Brandi, Kirkpatrick, 

NAF Atsugi

“Yokosuka’s ship-to-
store option is great! 
They let you know as 
soon as possible and 
the associates are 
always friendly.”

– Douglas Martin, 
MCAS Iwakuni

“They have a 
terrific assortment 
of merchandise and 
awesome customer 
service!”

– Merlie Barnwell, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“The best 
selection options 
on the mainland.”

– Christian Ruiz, 
Yokota AB

“There is so much variety 
there. I can find shoe sizes 
we need and they have more 
options for clothes.”

– Megan Smeaton, Yokota AB

“They have a large 
selection and branded 
merchandise.”
– Edgar Barrios, Camp Zama

“This store offers 
a great variety. It’s 
worth the 40-minute 
drive.”
– Janice White, Camp Zama

“Anytime I visit the 
store, an associate 
will always ask me if 
I need any help.”

– Rebecca Timpa, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“I never miss 
a Black Friday. 

They are always so 
organized.”

– Carlos Cardona, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“With stores in multiple 
buildings, it gives you the feel of 
shopping back in the states.”

– Heather Escamilla, Camp Fuji

“The most-friendly 
employees!”

– Matthew Barnwell, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“The wine selection is 
amazing! They have all my 
favorites from California 
vineyards.”

– Sheila Trisler,
 Yokosuka Naval Base

“They have a variety of 
goods, from regular gas 
station treats to frozen food 
like pizza and hot dogs.”

- Rino Bautista, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“Great selection and 
prices. Coupons have 
been offered here and 
there also.”

– Blaze Duarte, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“When I am in Yokosuka I have 
to visit their NEX. Every time 

I say to myself, ‘I am not 
buying anything.’ Before 

I know it, I am leaving 
with at least three or 
more bags that I have 
to carry back on the 
train.”

- Gena Bartly, Camp Zama

“Others don’t have 
the variety like 

Yokosuka does.”
– David Mizukami, 

Sasebo Naval Base

See more local shopping tips at: StripesJapan.com

★SHOPPING★

BEST
EXCHANGE

YOKOSUKA NEX

“The staff is very 
friendly and helpful.”

– Lauren Alicea, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“The 
Yokosuka 

minimart 
includes all 

necessities and 
anything you might crave when 
the commissary is closed.”

- Paige Phillips, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

BEST
MINI MART/
SHOPPETTE

YOKOSUKA MAIN 
BASE MINIMART



★SHOPPING★

Total Car Shop Lucky
“They are willing to go above 
and beyond to find the car of 
your dreams while in Japan.”

– Dorian Lewis, Misawa AB

Real Speed Auto
“Great selections and 
customer service! You can 
trust this place!”

– Johnathan Metellus, Yokota AB

Araliya Trading Company
“WOW!! Amazing service! My 
car broke down last summer 
and the insurance company 
could not find me. Luckly I 
had the number to ATC. They 
picked me and my car up. I 
used their company car for a 
few weeks. Once they found 
out my car was a goner, they 
found a used car in my price 
range and took care of me. 
ATC is the best!”

- Gena Bartly, Camp Zama

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Joyful Honda
“Has everything from soup 
to nuts and bolts.”

– Gary Dezell, Yokota AB

Fresta Mall Iwakuni
“Everything you need is in 
one place! From clothes to 
groceries!”

– Magda Chavarria, 
MCAS Iwakuni

HONORABLE 
MENTION
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“They are extremely 
welcoming and helpful 

when buying a new car!”
– Stephen Van Hamme, Yokota AB

“They made buying a car in 
Japan an easy process. Very 
helpful and willing to go the 
extra mile to help Airmen 
and their families.”

– Amber Weber, Yokota AB

“They give you a great deal! 
And they are extremely 

nice people!”
– Chelsea Morrison, 

Yokota AB

“They’re extremely friendly 
and know what they are 
doing.”

– Sida Feng, Yokota AB

“I liked the ease 
of purchase and 

continued support 
after purchase.”
– Shawn Gilmore, Yokota AB

“Best deals for 
the best cars!! Bought for 
me and my wife and they 
remember us every time we 
walk in the door!”

– Derek Moss, Yokota AB

“The store location on 
the Yokosuka base is very 

convenient. Customer service 
is really excellent and all in 
English.”

– John Parker, Hardy Barracks

“They have Japan-
wide coverage, English 
customer support 
and various plans to 
accommodate any 

budget or needs.”
– Hector Trevizo, 

Sasebo Naval Base

“It’s a good deal 
for the  monthly 
payment.”

– Ofelia Suchy, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“They have great 
service, ok prices and 
convenient location on 
base.”

– Sheila Trisler, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“They work with you and 
have reliable service.”
– Michael DeSantis, Camp Zama

“Any small or large issues we 
have had have been resolved 

quickly and efficiently by the 
staff over the phone and in 
person. We’ve never had an issue 
that couldn’t be cleared.”
– Jessica Bower, Yokosuka Naval Base

“The staff is extremely 
friendly! Love their 
customer service.”

– Magda Chavarria, MCAS Iwakuni

“The best! We took over 
a contract from folks 
PSCing out and it was an 
easy transaction! Don’t 
forget they offer student 
discounts for those who have 
teenagers!”

– Susan Quick, Yokota AB

“Softbank has better 
signal than other 
providers.”

– Lianna Cronin, 
MCAS Iwakuni

“They are very 
accommodating.”
– Lovibelle Sciarratta, 

Misawa AB

JA
PA

N

“This place is great! From 
grocery shopping to their 
food court and just window 
shopping! There’s a little bit 
of everything for everyone 
who wants to experience a 
glimpse of Japan!”

- Susan Quick, Yokota AB 

“It’s cheap and 
convenient.”
- Lovibelle Sciarratta, 

Misawa AB

“They always have 
the best selection of 
American brand name 
clothes. It’s nice having 
these amenities being so 
far from home.”

– Douglas Martin, MCAS Iwakuni

“All your shopping 
needs in one 
convenient location.”

- Aida Plybylski, 
Sasebo Naval Base

“Just outside the 
main gate, it’s in a 
great location and 
has everything you 
could need.”

- Carlos Cardona, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“It has everything you 
need.”
- Chelsea Morrison, Yokota AB

“The variety offered from 
Aeon shops are phenomenal! 
Bought a bike and my sons 
shoes at the same store.”

- Sheila Trisler, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“It’s a great 
mall with 
awesome 
selections of 
foods, clothing, 
and other 
merchandise.”

- Jenny Fennel, 
Misawa AB 

“They have almost everything you 
would need - from transportation to 
housing appliances.”

- Matthew Waygner, Sasebo Naval Base

“The Personalized customer 
service. Kelly made our car buying 
experience easy. We are so pleased 
with our purchase! I’d recommend 
them to anyone looking to buy a car 
near Yokota.”

– Sutton McCraney, Yokota AB BEST
CAR SALES

KELLY & KELLY

BEST
CELLPHONE 
PROVIDER

SOFTBANK

BEST
OFF-BASE 
SHOPPING

AEON MALL



Zama Outdoor Rec
“These folks are extremely 
professional and efficient. 
The events run like 
clockwork.”

– Kevin Kervick, Camp Zama

Sasebo Outdoor Rec
“Sasebo’s Outdoor 
Adventure Center is 
amazing!  They offer trips 
every weekend, including 
some awesome hikes. They 
always add in a visit to an 
onsen after every hike!”

– Sarah Sulkosky, 
Sasebo Naval Base

Yokosuka Outdoor Rec
“You looking for an 
adventure? Yokosuka 
Outdoor Rec is where to 
start looking.”

– Rino Bautista, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Camp Zama Golf Course
“Their golf simulator is 
excellent!  You can take a 
40-minute lesson with an 
instructor for $50.  The golf 
club has a super-awesome 
pro shop and an excellent 
restaurant.”    

– Victory Reese, Camp Zama

NAF Atsugi Golf Course
“Great for beginners and 
advanced players.”   

– Rino Bautista, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

HONORABLE 
MENTION

★PLAYING★

9

“Friendly experienced 
staff members make 

Yokota Outdoor Rec the 
BEST.”

– Naomi Sakamaki, Yokota AB

“Yokota ODR trips are non-stop 
fun - from mountain biking to 

skiing almost every day in the winter. Epic staff 
guide you around Japan from the mountain passes 
for backpacking to the ocean for fishing. They 
fix your gear and get you ready for the next day. 
Even if they aren’t taking you, they’ll help get 
you out on your own. Awesome team for every 
possible adventure.”

– Dan Johnson, Yokota AB

“Amazing selection 
of trips and awesome 
guides!”
– Ezekiel Lyons, Yokota AB

“They have a wide variety of 
trips, extremely experienced 
staff members and tour 
guides, and a bicycle wizard.”

– Jay Dee, Yokota AB

“We have had excellent 
service and great trips with 
Yokota Outdoor Rec.  They 
are extremely helpful and 
friendly!”

– AmyBeth Ball, Yokota AB

“They provide great 
service.”

– Gary Dezell, Yokota AB

JAPAN“This is the best 
course overall.”

– Christian Buiz, Yokota AB

“The course is an oasis for 
my husband!!!! It’s about 45 
minutes away from Yokota 
but worth the trip! He loves 
this place!!!”

– Susan Quick, Yokota AB

“The ladies in the clubhouse 
are simply amazing. They 
break the tie as far as 
course playability goes.”

– Micahel Yingling, Yokota AB

“The definition of 
Paradise = Tama Hills.”

– Naomi Sakamaki, Yokota AB

“There are great views of Tokyo 
from the fairways.”

– John Parker, Hardy Barracks

See more on-and off-base news and entertainment at: StripesJapan.com

BEST
OUTDOOR REC

YOKOTA 
OUTDOOR REC

BEST
GOLF COURSE 

TAMA HILLS 
GOLF COURSE



MC2 Michael Sanchez
Sasebo Morning Show

“Always listen to Magic Mike 
in the mornings!”

– Sarah Sulkosky, 
Sasebo Naval Base

MC2 Dean Cates
Misawa Morning Show

“He rocks! And has a great 
taste in anime!”

– David Cole, Misawa AB

A1C Sam Burns
Tokyo Afternoon Show

“He’s got a great voice and 
funny personality.”

– Bill Manders, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

HONORABLE 
MENTION

★PLAYING★
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“DJ Sunshine is 
the reason why I 

listen to Eagle 810!”
– Paul Ticas, Yokota AB

“LOVE LOVE LOVE 
LOVE LOVE LOVE LOVE 
SrA Erica Blanton!! 
Her positive and happy 
personality on the air rubs 
off to not only Yokota AB, 
but also to the AFN listeners 
It definitely adds to the morale 
booster for everyone!!”

– Naomi Sakamaki, Yokota AB

“Wow! I always catch 
Erica’s show in the 
morning while going to 
work and she can always 
keep my attention. I 
have had the pleasure of 
meeting her in person and 
she is just as delightful 
in person as on the 
radio!”

– Crystal Rawls, Yokota AB

“She’s hands down the best 
and most entertaining!”

– Rich M., Hardy Barracks

NAME: SrA Erica Blanton
AGE: 29
HOMETOWN: Colorado Springs, Co.

Q: Congrats on winning this 
for the second year in 

a row. What’s the key to your 
success? 

A: Magic, obviously. I would 
say it doesn’t hurt that I’m 

a bit of an unapologetic mess too. 
The nickname for the Magical 
Morning Show was “The Morning 
Struggle”. I think everyone can 
agree that no matter your job, 
it is tough waking up and being 
alive. People expect you to be a 
semi- to fully-functioning human 
being.  No one has time for that. 
However, it is a little easier to 
embrace another day (another 
one!) when you are listening to 
some great music and there is a 
voice on the radio that sounds 
sunshine-y and happy to be 
there. Even if mine does border 
on annoyingly perky…it’s just 
because I think everything is 
amazing! 

Q: In a couple of months, 
you’ll finish of your 

enlistment and head out into the 
civilian world. What will you miss 
most about the military? 

A:There is something 
comforting about putting 

the uniform on every day and 
knowing what I’m doing and 

having that comradery of being 
around people who are doing the 
same thing…I will miss that. I’ve 
been lucky in my career to work 
with so many different people 
who have helped me grow up 
and become a better version of 
myself. It takes a village! 

Q:What’s your fondest 
memory while in the 

military?

A:Winning Best of the Pacific 
last year of course! 

Q:What advice do you have 
for any AFN newbie?

A: AFN is life. Embrace it. 
*eagle screech* 

Q:Besides wearing civilian 
clothes and sleeping in, 

what plans do you have?

A: Gaze fondly at my DD214 
while I practice some deep-

breathing exercises so I don’t 
have a panic attack because I’m 
not prepared for this while I go 
out and live my best life. 

“I love her enthusiasm!”
– Miranda Hill, Yokota AB

BEST
AFN 

PERSONALITY
SrA ERICA BLANTON
TOKYO MORNING SHOW



Gonohe Summer Festival
“All the floats are hand 
made by local people and 
the money raised comes 
from the neighborhoods, not 
major corporations.”

– Jerry Carroll, Misawa AB

Aiura Atago Festival
“Held the last weekend of 
February every year and an 
excellent to herald the end 
of winter and start of spring 
every year.”

– George Wallman, 
Sasebo Naval Base

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Iwakuni Strike Zone 
Bowling Center

“It’s cheap and so much fun!”
– Maria Martinez, MCAS Iwakuni

Yokosuka Bowling Center
“Inexpensive way to enjoy 
some family fun.”

– Hyonok Yang, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

HONORABLE 
MENTION

★PLAYING★
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JAPAN

“I love the 
local festival 

and always have 
a great time!”

– Chelsea Morrison, Yokota AB

“Good selections of 
food, sounds and colors.”
– Karl Wiegand, Yokota AB

“My daughter and I love 
going to Tomodachi Lanes! 

The atmosphere is great 
and the food is a bonus!  
Awesome family fun at this 
place!!!”

– Susan Quick, Yokota AB

“This place 
Rocks!!! 
Excellent 
bowling 
atmosphere coupled 
with great food makes 
this the perfect night out 
with family or friends.”

– Leon Charles, Yokota AB

“It has lots of lanes and 
great food! Their Pad Thai is 
awesome!”

– Brandi Kirkpatrick, 
NAF Atsugi

“The food is great.”
– Edgar Barrios, Camp Zama

“So much fun there. They 
have great food and the 
lanes are always fun with 
colors/ blacklight.”

– Camille Welmore, Yokota AB

“It’s convenient and they 
have good Thai food.”

– Gary Dezell, Yokota AB

“Always a good time 
and they have THE BEST 
FOOD.”

– Chelsea Morrison, Yokota AB

“I love the updated seating 
and equipment on the lanes. 
The Thai restaurant is a 
great addition to traditional 
grill services. They also 
have game rooms, lockers, 
and party rooms that can be 
rented out.”

– Jay Dee, Yokota AB

“A great facility and 
dedicated manager who 
puts service before self.”
– Naomi Sakamaki, Yokota AB

“I like the brand new 
modern-style remodeling 
and a great atmosphere for 
family and friends!”

– Lindsey Aragon, Yokota AB

“It’s always a good time at Yokota 
Tomodachi Lanes! The staff is always 
kind to my children as well as friendly 
and helpful. The atmosphere is very 
welcoming and I am very impressed 
with the overall cleanliness and 
condition of Tomodachi Lanes.”

– AmyBeth Ball, Yokota AB

“The management is great, 
customer service is awesome, 
pro shop staff is top notch, and 
they have great food. They have 
great tournaments and family 
events. Best lanes I’ve ever 
bowled on.”

– Wayne James, Yokota AB

“Great prices and always 
friendly!”

– Crystal Rawls, Yokota AB

“They have the best Thai 
food I’ve had while living in 
Japan.”

– Charity Miller, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

BEST
OFF-BASE EVENT

FUSSA TANABATA 
FESTIVAL

BEST
BOWLING ALLEY

TOMODACHI LANES 
(YOKOTA)



Club Iwakuni
“They do tons of events 
that are all amazing, fun and 
worth going to.”
– Maria Martinez, MCAS Iwakuni

Camp Zama 
Community Club 

“Many events are held there 
and the food and bar is 
excellent.”

– Michael DeSantis, Camp Zama

HONORABLE 
MENTION

★EATING★

Shabu Jin 
(Iwakuni)

“Great family dinner. You get 
your own room, all-you-can-
eat and drink, food is great 
and the service is awesome!”

– Lianna Cronin, MCAS Iwakuni

HONORABLE 
MENTION

BEST OF THE PACIFIC   2018–1912
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“No matter the 
occasion, you 

can always count on 
a good time at the 
Eclub! Good food, 
good prices and 
great staff!”

– Crystal Rawls, Yokota AB

“The family dinners are 
wonderful here! We always 
enjoy the Membership 
Appreciation Dinner! Kudos to 
the staff!!!”

– Susan Quick, Yokota AB

“I eat here almost every 
Saturday for breakfast. 
The staff working are 
amazing!”

– Camille Wilmore, Yokota AB

“I absolutely 
love the 
friendly staff 
and the food is always 
amazing.”
– Chelsea Morrison, Yokota AB

“Yokota’s Enlisted Club is the 
BEST of any base I’ve been to 
in 20+ years!!!! Great food and 
giveaways APLENTY!!! LOVE 
LOVE LOVE this club. Best $9 
I’ve spent!”

– Rosie Smoots, Yokota AB

“The creme brule is 
world class!! And the 
brisket just perfect!!”

– Naomi Sakamaki, 
Yokota AB

“Their breakfast 
buffet is amazing.”

– Jared Holloway, 
Yokota AB

“They hold a lot 
of great events 

and have a tasty 
brunch restaurant!”

– Miranda Hill, 
Yokota AB

“They have great customer 
service, events and value for 
money.”

– Karl Wiegand, Yokota AB

“It was our first family outing 
together in Japan and they treated 

us with great respect. They made 
our son laugh and try new foods and 
explained what all the ingredients were 

in every dish.”
– Jessica Bower, Yokosuka Naval Base

“They have 
many different 

varieties of curry!” 
– Susan Quick, Yokota AB

“It’s like Ganesh but cheaper.”
– Maria Martinez, MCAS Iwakuni

BEST
ENLISTED/

OFFICERS’ CLUB
YOKOTA 

ENLISTED CLUB

BEST
FAMILY 

RESTAURANT
CURRY HOUSE 

COCO ICHIBANYA

BEST
LOCAL CULTURE 

RESTAURANT
CURRY HOUSE 

COCO ICHIBANYA

BEST
DATE-NIGHT 
RESTAURANT

CHICO’S CHOP HOUSE 
& SEAFOOD GRILL

(YOKOTA O’ CLUB)
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★EATING★

★TRAVELING★

Pizzeria Da Hachi
“Absolutely amazing! I 
recommend the Caprese 
Pizza, but every pizza they 
serve is delicious.”

– Emily Kirk, MCAS Iwakuni

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Tama Hills 
“This is a wonderful place!  
We enjoy the cabins!  
So many great family 
adventures!!!”

– Susan Quick, Yokota AB

HONORABLE 
MENTION

JA
PA

N

“It’s the best 
in mainland 

Japan.”
– Edgar Barrios, Camp Zama

“Mmmm Good food!”
– Susan Quick, Yokota AB

“If I could afford to eat 
there every Sunday I would.”

– Gena Bartly, Camp Zama

“I’ll have another glass of 
champagne please!”
– Johnathan Metellus, Yokota AB “Pizza Hut will 

always have the 
best pizza AND 
wings!”

– Crystal Rawls, Yokota AB

“Love the pizza!”
– Jenny Fennell, Misawa AB

“Hands down to Pizza Hut!!!”
– Susan Quick, Yokota AB

“Pizza Hut on NAF Atsugi 
has pretty good pizza and 
wings.”
– Christopher Ragan, Camp Zama

“By far the best 
lodging in Japan.”
– James Hadden, Misawa AB

“When I first got here with my husband, 
the room was very nice. Had a kitchen and 
living area with plenty of closet room!”

– Camille Wilmore, Yokota AB

BEST
SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE NEW SANNO
(TOKYO) BEST

PIZZA RESTAURANT

PIZZA HUT

BEST
ON-BASE LODGING

KANTO LODGE 
(YOKOTA)



★TRAVELING★

Zama ITT
“Their staff is super 
friendly, consistent, offer 
suggestions and is always 
putting forth the effort to 
help.  Larry and the other 
staff are always making 
trips to our base to speak in 
our staff meeting to assist 
teachers on our up and 
coming breaks. I’ve worked 
with other ITT services and 
Zama ITT has been by and 
large the very best!”
– Brandi Kirkpatrick, NAF Atsugi

HONORABLE 
MENTION

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Kyoto
“Amazing traditional 
buildings. Breath-taking 
views. No visit to Japan is 
complete if you have not 
visited this popular tourist 
location.”

– Aida Plybylski, 
Sasebo Naval Base
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JAPAN

“Always friendly and 
knowledgeable staff; 

a must-use for anyone 
looking for great deals on 
trips in Japan.”

– Leon Charles, Yokota AB

“The staff are very 
helpful! We’ve made so 
many trips with them and 
can’t get enough! Thank you 
Yokota ITT!!!!!”

– Susan Quick, Yokota AB
“I love the trips provided 
by ITT.”

– Chelsea Morrison, Yokota AB

“We’ve only been on one 
trip thus far but it was 
wonderful!  And the staff 
was extremely helpful and 
knowledgeable about future 
trips. We will definitely be 
seeing them again!”

– Amybeth Ball, Yokota AB

“Yokota ITT always has 
great trips for a good 
price! Friendly and helpful 
staff!”

– Crystal Rawls, Yokota AB

“They have a lot of 
great trips!”
– Miranda Hill, Yokota AB

“Thank you to our customers for 
voting for Yokota’s FSS facilities. 

Congratulations to all the hard working 
staff of 374 FSS for making us the best 
of the best! We’re looking forward to 
better serving our community.” 

- Rebecca White, 374 FSS Director

“Peace Park was a great 
spot to say, “Let’s Have 

Peace.” The statue of 
the kids is touching.  The 
Castle was a good place to 
see.”

– Nasseem Islam-Green, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

See more travel news at: StripesJapan.com

BEST
TRAVEL AGENCY

YOKOTA ITT

BEST
 MWR/FSS/MCCS

YOKOTA FSS

BEST
MUST-SEE 

ATTRACTION
HIROSHIMA
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Every so often, 
people need a 
good “date night.” 

Whether you’ve been 
married for years, or 
you’re single and planning 
that first date, the time 
comes to take that special 
someone out for a night. 
And what date night would be 
complete without a good meal?

For all of you on Okinawa, for 
some time now, there has been a clear-
cut winner of the Best Date-Night Restaurant 
category. So, once you’ve worked up the courage to ask 
that special someone out, your next move might just be 
to call and make reservations at Sam’s By-The-Sea. 

This is the fourth consecutive year the romantic 
restaurant has been declared the winner by your fellow 
members of the military community on Okinawa. Can’t 
argue with those numbers.

Another thing you can’t argue with is just how much 
of a difference good customer service makes. This, of 
course, shouldn’t be a surprise. If there is a common 
theme among many of this year’s winners, it is the 

quality of the way 
they treat those in the 

military community. 
LeSean Carey from 

Torii Station certainly 
appreciates the love he gets 

from the people working at the 
Kadena Exchange: “I love the wide 

variety and friendly staff!” 
John Penrod from Camp Butler seems to agree 

with that sentiment: “The customer service at Kadena 
Exchange is far superior.” 

If there’s a restaurant, store or service 
you’d like to recognize for just how 
well they treated you, make sure you 
show them some love back when 
BOP voting opens up next 
year! And hey, you 
just might win a gift 
card in our random 
drawing.
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Camp Foster Post 
Exchange

“Between the awesome 
customer service and a 
great variety of products 
to choose from, Camp 
Foster’s PX has been the 
most reliable while I’ve been 
stationed in Okinawa.”

– Michael Lugo, Camp Courtney

Camp Schwab Exchange
“Greatest staff I’ve 
experienced in 4 years!!”
– Francisco Benitez, Camp Schwab

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Shields Express
“This little shoppette is 
always the least busy, yet 
is in such a convenient spot 
for kids to walk to, and the 
employees always greet me 
with a smile and hello!”

– Liana Walker, Camp Shields

Courtney Express
“The hours of operation 
are so convenient and the 
staff is amazing.  Especially 
the local staff, they always 
greet you with a huge smile.”
– Neliska Stence, Camp McTureous

HONORABLE 
MENTION
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“I was lucky enough to get a 
job here when we first moved 

to Okinawa. They truly live by 
‘family serving family’ 

here. They go out of 
their way for their 
customers and 
their associates.”
– Ashley Whaley, Camp Foster

“The Kadena BX has 
everything!! A one-
stop shop!!” 

– Jasmin Santizo, 
Camp Foster

“Kadena Exchange 
offers everything from 
everyday basic needs 
to luxury. It has a 
massive parking lot and 
the food court is inside 
the store as well which 
make it easier for us 
to shop and eat at the 
same time.”
– Royz Yanga, Camp Foster

“Kadena offers a plethora 
of merchandise oftentimes 
comparable to stateside 
options. The recent addition 
of “price comparison” 
entices me to shop at 
this location for my 
family’s immediate 
needs.”

– Leaither Lowder, 
Camp Kinser 

“Sometimes bigger 
IS better.”

– Benjamin Whitten, 
Plaza Housing

“Everything is conveniently 
located in one building and 
clearly labeled, and let’s 
not forget to mention the 
cleanliness of the facility.”

– Karen Eitniear, Torii Station

“Kadena exchange is such a great 
store. It has such a home-like feeling 
and the customer service is absolutely 
amazing. They are so patient and 
understanding with customers.  Sales 
are always present, but the one thing 
that I like the most about the store 
is it adapts to customers of different 
etnicity needs.”

– Stephanie Lopez, Kadena AB

“This Exchange has very 
helpful staff and it is always 
clean, even during the hustle 
and bustle of the weekends, 
including the MIDNIGHT 
MADNESS. The employees 
make the store and service 
top notch!”

– Liana Walker, Camp Shields

“They have 
the biggest 
Selection, and 
usually the most 
coupons.”

– Bassma Harajli, 
Camp Courtney

“Kadena Exchange is 
located relatively convenient 
to all bases on island. Also, 
customer service and support 
is great at this location 
compared to the others on 
island.”

– Montaque Jones, Camp Kinser

“I love the wide variety and 
friendly staff!”

– LeSean Carey, Torii Station

“The staff is always 
friendly and very helpful. 
We love that we can find 
everything we need in one 
place - convenience has no 
price.”

– Neliska Stence, 
Camp McTureous

“Kadena has the widest 
selection of clothes, shoes 
and toys.”
– Brittney Beard, MCAS Futenma

“The customer service 
at Kadena Exchange is far 
superior. The convenience of 
everything at one location 
including the Commissary 
next door makes Kadena 
tops.”

– John Penrod, Camp Butler

“It has a lot of variety 
and conveniences all in 
one giant area.”

– Jordan Chicoine, 
Camp Shields

“I like it because 
it has so many 

different snacks 
and a wide range of 
alcohol to choose 
from.”

– Liz Ulrich, Camp Foster

“It has a great wine 
selection.”
– William Schwartz, Kadena AB

“The Kadena Olympic Express 
gives a well-needed sense of 
support. You can find something for 
every meal of the day with all of 

the restaurants around 
it. It also has all the 

last-minute needs 
for any occasion.”

– Joshua Sawyer, 
Kadena AB

“They have the best 
selection of beer!”

– Porfirio Garcia, Kadena AB

“It’s the largest 
shoppette in the 

Pacific!”
– Kisente Fung, Kadena AB

“They have THE best 
popcorn!!”

– Deborah Fussell, Kadena AB

“They have superb products 
and operating hours that 
provide that go-between 
for a quick and convenient 
shopping experience.”

– Jon Miller, Kadena AB

“The staff is 
always helpful 
and friendly. It’s a 
pleasure to stop by 
and buy those quick 
needs.”

– Joe Hurt, Kadena AB

“They have fruit 
snacks unlike others!”

– LeSean Carey, 
Torii Station 

“It’s open 24 hours with a 
nice variety of items.”
– Frank Martinez, Kadena AB

See more local shopping tips at: StripesOkinawa.com

★SHOPPING★

BEST
EXCHANGE

KADENA 
EXCHANGE

BEST
MINI MART/
SHOPPETTE

KADENA OLYMPIC 
EXPRESS



★SHOPPING★

100 Yen Store 
(Daiso)

“When it comes to 
affordable knick knacks, 
including dishes, school 
supplies and snacks, Daiso is 
the number one place for my 
family.”

– Liana Walker, Camp Shields

San-A
“Everything you need in one 
spot!”

– Vanessa Malcolm, Camp Kinser

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Payless Motors
“Great car buying 
experience. Lower posted 
prices, no-interest loan and 
warranty relieved some 
of our stress of moving 
overseas. Great service.” 

–Steve Oldebeken, 
MCAS Futenma

HONORABLE 
MENTION

BEST OF THE PACIFIC   2018–1918

O
KI

N
AW

A

“It’s the best place 
to shop for anything 

and everything!  You 
can spend the whole 
day at Rycom and 
enjoy the shopping, 
food, and the huge 
aquarium. There’s 
something for 
everyone.”

– Mechelle Williams, Kadena AB

“I find anything and 
everything for the family at 
the Rycom Mall. The movie 
theatre also offers showings 
in English with Japanese 
subtitles.”

– Karen Eitniear, Torii Station

“Everything you need 
is here.”

– Porfirio Garcia, 
Kadena AB

“This place has it all.”
– Rebekah Garcia, Kadena AB

“It’s huuuuge!”
– Hector Nieves, 

Camp Foster

“Awesome shopping and 
eating experience that 
replicates a hometown 
Shopping Mall.”

– Jon Miller, Kadena AB

“They have a 
bit of everything. 

Whatever your desire, 
from skin care to 
alcohol, they have it!”

– Alycia Williams, 
Kadena AB

“The Aeon Mall 
Rycom is awesome 
because of my 
addiction to 
shopping for 
clothes.”

– Liz Ulrich, 
Camp Foster

“They are amazing! I 
purchased a car from 

them 5 years ago and it is 
still running like a dream.  
Any time I need work done 
or my JCI, they are the 
best and so cordial in their 
handling of every visit. You 
can’t do better than B.C. 
Motors!”

– Pam Westbrook, Kadena AB

“I love the 2-year warranty.”
– Carmelle Calderon, Kadena AB

“They are easy, friendly 
and have a big selection.”

– Denise Kelley, Kadena AB

“Perfect prices!”
– Edelyn Adraque, Camp Schwab

“I like them for peace of 
mind and great service”

– Donald Williams, Kadena AB

“They have great service 
and low prices that can’t be 
beat.”

– Enrique Sanchez, Kadena AB

“They have superb 
selection and pricing. They 
also provide excellent 
Financing, JCI, Insurance, 
and maintenance options 
on their vehicles. Awesome 
buying experience.”

– Jon Miller, Kadena AB

“I love that you can 
make zero-interest 
payments!”

– Vanessa Malcolm, 
Camp Kinser

“I specifically like the BC 
on 58 (between Kadena and 
Foster). The managers are both 
amazing and helpful! This place 
has a great deal...no interest, 
2-year warranty, $1000 off, 
free car washes, loaner cars, 
rentals available, etc. If you 
don’t have tons of money to 
spend out of pocket, BC is the 
best for options and simplicity!”

– Heather M, Camp Hansen

“They have a great 
selection, great repair 
service and now the 
cars come with a 2-year 
warranty. We bought both 
of our cars there. They 
are still going strong with 
no problems 2.5 years 
later!”

– Karen Cox, Camp Foster

“They are very helpful and have a 
great selection of cars.”

– LaDera Swiger, Camp Courtney

“I like the affordable 
prices, up-to-date 

products, and the very best 
connectivity on island.”

– Jon Miller, Kadena AB

“Never have to deal 
with them - it just 
works.”

– Andee Rohwedder, 
Kadena AB

“They are very customer 
friendly.”

– Donald Williams, Kadena AB

“They are very helpful.”
– Denise Kelley, Kadena AB

“They have the best 
coverage on Okinawa.”
– Joshua Wahl, Camp Foster

“I haven’t had an issue 
with them for three 
years now.”

– Joe Hurt, Kadena AB

“They have a great 
selection of cars and 
you can’t beat the 
warranty service.”

– Gregory Coleman, 
Kadena AD

“I’ve Never had a 
problem with AU.”

– Porfirio Garcia, 
Kadena AB

“I got a great deal on two 
iPhones and an iPad to do 
work on! Great deals and 
simple contract!”

– Liana Walker, Camp Shields

BEST
OFF-BASE 
SHOPPING

AEON MALL 
OKINAWA RYCOM

BEST
CAR SALES

B.C. MOTORS

BEST
CELL PHONE 

SERVICE
AU 

(KDDI)



Torii Beach
“Such friendly, professional 
and personable staff. They 
always go out of their way 
to take care of customers! 
Did I mention their special 
events are awesome and the 
ambiance of the beach is 
breathtaking!”

– Julia Bovender, Off base

White Beach
“Best kept secret. Awesome 
location and allowing a home 
away from home getaway for 
rest, fun and relaxation.”– Jon Miller, Kadena AB

HONORABLE 
MENTION
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“The awesome and helpful 
staff, along with fun 

activities, give patrons 
something to do year round!”

– Zach Harvey, Kadena AB

“The rentals are great.”
– Porfirio Garcia, 

Kadena AB

“It’s a beautiful 
course with 

breathtaking views.”
– Kisente Fung, Kadena AB

“Awesome food, fun and 
atmosphere. The facility 
is always clean and 
extremely manicured.”

– Jon Miller, Kadena AB

“It’s a great location!”
– Kath De Guzman, Kadena AB

“It’s the best maintained US 
course on the island.”

– William Schwartz, Kadena AB 

“They have great prices on 
rentals.”

– Karen Eitniear, Torii Station 

“The Banyan golf course is 
a great place for golfing with 
it’s crazy hills and turns. The 
Tee House is a great place to 
go even if you’re not golfing. 
It has a great breakfast and 
lunch that you can enjoy while 
you look out on the flightline.”

– Joshua Sawyer, Kadena AB

“I love the cheap prices 
and a beautiful location.”
– Karen Eitniear, Torii Station

“They have great trips 
for diving.”
– Andee Rohwedder, Kadena AB

“Kadena Marina quenches my diving 
thirst!  The staff isn’t just there 
to sell a service.  They are friends 
and family.”

– Joe Hurt, Kadena AB

“Kadena Marina is the best 
for outdoor rec because you 
can rent and use things at 
the beach right there!”

– Liz Ulrich, Camp Foster 

BEST
OUTDOOR REC

KADENA MARINA

BEST
GOLF COURSE

BANYAN TREE 
GOLF COURSE

(KADENA)

★PLAYING★

Winner For 6 Consecutive YearsWinner For 6 Consecutive Years
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NAME: SSgt Tory Cusimano
AGE: 28
HOMETOWN: Denver, CO

Q: Dude, three years in a 
row winning this. Enough 

already.  

A: They say good things 
come in threes. Now that 

I’ve won this award thrice, I 
can confidently say they were 
wrong… No, in all seriousness, it’s 
an incredible feeling. I’m very 
grateful to everyone who voted 
for me, and to those who voted 

for me thinking they were voting 
for someone else.

Q: It’s obvious you enjoy 
your talking, and you 

have a face for radio :)  What 
other attributes are key to your 
success? 

A: I’m one of the lucky few 
people who got to do his 

dream job. For those four hours 
a day in the studio, it never felt 
like work. I think good radio is 
authentic, I think it’s upbeat, and 
I think it’s happy. And that’s how 
I felt every day coming to work.

Q: Your time on Okinawa is 
up. What will you miss 

most?

A: My fans. Take, for 
instance, the 11-year old 

girl who came up to me during a 
live broadcast on Kadena. She 
was surprised that I was the man 
behind the voice she’d heard so 
often. So I asked her what she 
had expected me to look like. “I 
thought you’d have more hair,” 

she said. “And no glasses. And a 
thinner face.” Fans like her make 
it all worthwhile. 

Q: What’s your most 
memorable on air faux pas?

A: I wouldn’t know, I’ve never 
made a mistake.

Q: What’s the next act in the 
Tory Cusimano show?

A: First, I want to say that 
I’m leaving the show in very 

good hands. Marine Corporal Ben 
Whitten is an excellent DJ and a 
solid dude. I hope you make him 
feel welcome.

As for me, I’m off to conquer 
Europe. These past three years 
have been the best of my life, 
personally and professionally. 
Okinawa is always going to be 
a special place for me. A place 
that changed my life. I’m just 
so thankful and humbled at the 
love and support this community 
has shown me, and I’m really, 
truly going to miss it. Thank you, 
Okinawa.
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“SSgt Tory Cusimano 

is THE best radio 
personality.  He’s 
funny and gives great 
interviews.  You can tell 
he loves what he does. 
He’s a natural.”

– Mechelle Williams, Kadena AB

“We love Cusimano!”
– Brandon Owen, 

Camp Kinser 

“Tory Cusimano is the best!”
– Ryan Farry, Kadena AB

“Tory should be on a much bigger radio 
show! He’s absolutely on the professional 
level when it comes to radio hosts. He 
can speak well in even the most awkward 
situations, and he always keeps the 
conversation flowing naturally!”

–Brittany Rydman, Camp Kinser 

“Tory will be truly 
missed on the Morning 
Launch on the Wave!  
Thank you Tory for the 
humor that started most 
of our days!  Good luck 
and Godspeed!”
– Richard Holguin, Kadena AB

“I think he’s cool and on 
point during interviews.”
– Benedict Nkrumah, Camp Foster

“SSgt Cusimano has such 
an enthusiastic voice that 
just makes tough mornings 
great.”

– Joshua Sawyer, Kadena AB

“He makes the 
mornings fun. He 
plays all the great 
hits and keeps you 
updated on what’s 
currently going on.”

– Sofia Mompeller, 
Camp Kinser

“The music 
selection is on point 
and he always have 
very interesting 
topics in between 
music breaks.”

– Neliska Stence, 
Camp McTureous

BEST
AFN 

PERSONALITY
SSgt TORY CUSIMANO

MORNING SHOW 
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Taiyo Steakhouse
“Taiyo was amazing! Our meal 
rivaled that of an American 
steak house. We had a private 
room and had the most 
wonderful memory!”

– Elyse Braxton, Camp Foster

HONORABLE MENTION
Jack’s Place (Kadena)

“Great atmosphere, fabulous 
service and wonderful food for 
a date night. THE best on island 
in my opinion. You can’t beat the 
sunset from the terrace.”

– Mechelle Williams, Kadena AB 

Dragon Boat race
“Once you’ve done it, Dragon 
Boat racing is in your heart.”

– Joe Hurt, Kadena AB

Orion Beer Fest / 
Okinawa City Eisa Fest

“This is a time to enjoy the 
locals. Great people, great 
drinks equals a wonderful 
time!”

– Liana Walker, Camp Shields

Shuri Castle Fest
“Beautiful site! Night show 
and lighting are really great.  
Spent four hours walking 
around on the first trip and 
two on the second and still 
haven’t covered the entire 
site.”

– David Doty, Camp Butler

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Foster Bowling Center
“Foster Bowling Alley has 
really good food, music and 
the staff is the best. Also, 
the slots are right there.”

– Liz Ulrich, Camp Foster

HONORABLE 
MENTION
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“Everytime I visit Sam’s By-The-Sea it 
is an amazing experience, regardless of 

if I go full menu or teppanyaki style.”
– Camp Foster resident

“A well-known 
international 

event.”
– Thomas Martinez, 

Camp Foster

Photo courtesy of Naha Giant Tug-of-War 
Preservation Association

“The Taiko Room is a great 
place for a party.  You 
and your friends can sing 
karaoke, bowl and eat - what 
else can you ask for?”

– Mechelle Williams, Kadena AB 

“Emery lanes has to be the best 
bowling alley in the pacific. It has 
great food and snacks for when 
you’re having those hardcore 
bowling tournaments, and it also 
has great music and lights for 
when things get dark.”

– Joshua Sawyer, Kadena AB

“You get great customer 
service from employees, 
and a very clean facility.”  

– Paul Keenan, Kadena AB 

“This place has everything 
in one place! Food, great 
staff, darts, and lots of lanes 
for you to choose from. 
Definitely the best bowling 
alley I’ve been to.”

– Neliska Stence, Camp McTureous

“Great renovations, the 
food here is the best I 
had at any bowling alley!”
– Liana Walker, Camp Shields

“It has good food, great 
prices and amazing events.”

– Karen Eitniear, Torii Station

BEST
DATE-NIGHT 
RESTAURANT
SAM’S BY-THE-SEA

BEST
OFF-BASE EVENT

NAHA TUG OF WAR

BEST
BOWLING ALLEY 

EMERY LANES
(KADENA)



Ocean Breeze
(Foster)

“Beautifully arranged 
and spacious club. Always 
offering an extensive variety 
of events for all nationalities 
and age groups.”

– Neliska Stence, 
Camp McTureous

Havana’s
(Torii)

“Havana’s has the best 
atmosphere. Reminds me of 
family outings back home!”

– Daniel Schifano, Camp Foster

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Kura Sushi
“Nothing beats great 
food spinning around on a 
conveyor belt, and stacking 
plates and winning prizes for 
the kids while you enjoy your 
food.”

– Ashley Whaley, Camp Foster

HONORABLE 
MENTION
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“It’s a great place 
to eat and talk with 

your family. The 
staff are very 

kind and can 
become great 
friends with 
everyone.”

– Joshua Sawyer, 
Kadena AB

“They’re always busy, but 
the food is good.”

– Joe Hurt, Kadena AB

“Hands down no 
competition. The best 
food, pricing, and operating 
hours. Not to mention the 
quality events that keeps 
the crowds coming in every 
Sunday.”

– Jon Miller, Kadena AB

“I LOVE the crab legs and 
champagne brunch!”

– Mechelle Williams, Kadena AB

“Bottomless crab legs and 
MIMOSAS!”

– Karen Eitniear, 
Torii Station

“The endless amount of 
crab legs and steaks are the 
BEST!”

– Liana Walker, Camp Shields

“The Kadena O’Club has to be 
the best because of its food 

and ballrooms. The staff are 
very nice and helpful for those 
big events and they make things 
run smoothly. There is also this 
amazing Sunday brunch every 
week.”

 – Joshua Sawyer, Kadena AB

“I like the great food, 
great member benefits, 
and very friendly staff!  
It pays to be a member!”

– Paul Keenan, Kadena AB

“We have 
been club 
members here twice. We 
almost always do the free 
Friday night meals and also 
the monthly membership 
appreciation meals. We 
have won more free stuff 
at these two functions 
than we have ever paid in 
membership fees.”

– William Schwartz, Kadena AB

“They provide very good 
service”
– Robert Hudson, Kadena AB 

“Crabs! And steak. And sushi. 
Oh my! I’m voting based on my 
favorite Sunday buffet.”

– Heather M., Camp Hansen

“I love the buffet brunch! 
Great way to start to my 
Saturday or Sunday church day!”

– Liana Walker, Camp Shields

“They have awesome events, 
Sunday Brunch, check 
cashing, and just an overall 
great experience. I became a 
member as soon as I arrived 
on island.”

– Jon Miller, Kadena AB

“They have great service 
and great staff...always!”

– Joe Hurt, Kadena AB

“They have the best Sunday 
Brunch on the island - the 
crab legs are worth the price 
of the buffet by itself. Our 
membership dues are the 
best money we spend for 
entertainment throughout the 
month.  We’ve been going there 
for many years and continue to 
do so.”

– Cruz Acevedo, Camp Foster

See more food coverage at: StripesOkinawa.com

“Check out their crab 
legs and variety of 

American and Asian food. 
They never run out of 
food and the place is 
usually pretty packed and 
always clean.  Best Sunday 
Buffet on the island.”

– Cruz Acevedo, Camp Foster

BEST
FAMILY 

RESTAURANT
CHILI’S 

(KADENA)

BEST
SUNDAY BRUNCH

KADENA 
OFFICERS’ CLUB

BEST
ENLISTED/

OFFICERS’ CLUB
KADENA 

OFFICERS’ CLUB

★EATING★



★EATING★

Fish Market 
on Kokusai Street

“The Fish Market on Kokusai 
Street allows you to pick a 
fresh fish, which they clean 
for you and send upstairs 
to the restaurant where 
they prepare it how you 
like. It is THE best cultural 
experience of Okinawa.”

– Karen Eitniear, Torii Station

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Bella Napoli
“Located on the Sunabe 
Seawall, Bella Napoli 
offers delicious pizza and a 
beautiful view of the ocean.”

– Eve Baker, Camp Foster

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Westpac Lodge
(Foster)

“Great staff and this place 
is really clean.”
– James Duddleston, White Beach

HONORABLE 
MENTION

O
KI

N
AW

A

“My favorite curry place!”
– Royz Yanga, Camp Foster

“Everyone must try 
Coco’s!”

– Porfirio Garcia, 
Kadena AB 

“The one on route 23 has been 
consistently good.”

– John Scott, Camp Hansen

“Pizza Hut is always 
coming out with 

new things to try. Oh, 
did I mention it also 
delivers!”

– Joshua Sawyer, Kadena AB

“Good delivery hours.”
– Natia Renier, Kadena AB

“Kadena Lodging 
rocks!  Outstanding 

management, 
leadership, and staff!”

– Paul Keenan, Kadena AB

“The provide a clean and 
great location for families in 
transition.”

– Joe Hurt, Kadena AB

“The buildings have great 
placement for anyone just 
arriving. You can easily access 
all the stores to get things you 
need and are all right near the 
pool.”

– Joshua Sawyer, Kadena AB

“It is the only lodging that 
allows pets.”

– Kisente Fung, Kadena AB

BEST
PIZZA RESTAURANT

PIZZA HUT

BEST
ON-BASE LODGING

SHOGUN INN 
& HERSHEY TLF 

(KADENA)

“It’s 
absolutely 
addicting.”

– Joe Hurt, Kadena AB

★TRAVELING★

“The best 
curry and 
off-base 
eating 
experience 
on island. 
Awesome 
food, service, 
and pricing. 
Everyone remembers and loves 
Coco’s on Okinawa.”

 – Jon Miller, Kadena AB

BEST
LOCAL CULTURE 

RESTAURANT
CURRY HOUSE 

COCO ICHIBANYA
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Renaissance Hotel
“The lunch buffet and rooms 
are amazing!”

– Lorenzo Almario, Kadena AB

HONORABLE 
MENTION

MCCS Tours Plus
“Offers the best battle site 
tour on the island.”

– Cruz Acevedo, Camp Foster

IACE Travel
“Anna at Camp Foster IACE 
is the best!  We love her and 
she plans ALL our travels. 
She’s so kind and very 
thorough!”

– Ruthie Ruppert, Camp Foster

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Peace Memorial Park
“Gives you the best view of 
the clash of the cultures 
and our hopes for moving 
forward.”

– William Schwartz, Kadena AB

HONORABLE 
MENTION

25

“It’s a great location. A 
little walk to get on base, 
but great place to be for 
food and local things to do.”

– Liana Walker, Camp Shields

“It’s a great way to 
experience PACAF. They 

are very knowledgeable with 
superior vacation packages 

and pricing. It’s Easy to set 
up your dream vacation with a 

motivated staff that provides all 
the tips you need for a successful trip 
and travel.”

– Jon Miller, Kadena AB

“Kadena ITT host 
some of the greatest 
tours and events 
that give you so much 
knowledge about the 
culture around.”

– Joshua Sawyer, Kadena AB

“I like the easy access 
and great trips year 
round!”

– Joe Hurt, Kadena AB

“The aquarium is 
known to be the 

best in the world. 
It’s a MUST-SEE.”

– Liz Ulrich, Camp Foster

“Not only is the aquarium 
world-class, but the Tropical 
Dream Center gardens and 
arboretums are spectacular! 
Exceeded my expectations! 
Don’t miss it.”

– Paul Keenan, Kadena AB

“Watching the whale sharks 
is magical!”

– Pam Westbrook, Kadena AB

“The Hilton is centrally 
located and offers 

some of the best 
amenities on island.”

– Karen Eitniear, Torii Station

See more travel at: StripesOkinawa.com

★TRAVELING★

BEST
OFF-BASE LODGING

THE HILTON 
(AMERICAN VILLAGE)

BEST
TRAVEL AGENCY

KADENA ITT

BEST
 MWR/FSS/MCCS

KADENA FSS

BEST
MUST-SEE 

ATTRACTION
CHURAUMI 
AQUARIUM 
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Well, Korea, 
you certainly 
stepped up 

and took charge of the 
Best of the Pacific voting. 
Of the thousands of votes 
cast across the Pacific, Korea 
officially edged out those in 
mainland Japan, and can now claim 
the BOP Top-Dog status.

From us at Stars and Stripes, 
congratulations! Give yourself a pat on the back. It 
was only fitting that the country with the most ballots 
cast ended up winning the most gift cards!

Speaking of winning, Korea has a new best DJ, as 
Susan Lee took the award for the first time. The 
Senior Airman from Pennsylvania impressed her 
Kunsan Morning Show listeners enough to rack up the 
votes.

Pauline Lee from Osan AB had this to say about 
Lee: “I love the Korean Word of the Week! I watch 
her videos and listen to her show from Osan!” Hmmm. 

Could these two be 
related?
And, for the second 

consecutive year, the 
Mud Festival was named the 

Best Off-Base Event. Multiple 
people mentioned the positive 

effect the mud has on the smoothness 
of their skin. Good food, drinks, hundreds of 

like-minded people and a free mud bath. How can you 
top that?

And there are so many other things 
you can’t top in Korea. So, if you 
are new to the ROK or just haven’t 
ventured off the base much, you 
to. And this magazine is going to 
help you. Read on and take 
some advice from our voters 
and discover what is best 
in Korea!
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Osan Main Exchange
“Customer Service is 
amazing and they always 
have items in stock. Plus, 
there is always a great sale 
going on.”

– Nicholle Martinez, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

Camp Walker Exchange
“It is small, but it has any 
and everything needed to 
help a single person build 
a home away from home.  
Great Job, staff!”

– Michael McKiver, USAG Daegu

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Yongsan South Post 
Shoppette

“Great staff, good location 
and carries what we need.”

– Gregory Phillips, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

Henry Shoppette
“Employees are always 
kind and it has the perfect 
variety of snacks for a quick 
stop or when the commissary 
is closed.”

– Angela Redmond, USAG Daegu

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Lotte Mart
“Lotte Mart has many items, 
especially household goods, 
that are reasonably priced 
and unique to Korea! If you 
need a winter coat, they have 
them. Need an electronic 
toothbrush? They have it. 
You can also buy Korean food 
and different snacks.”

– Alicyn Curtis, 
Chinhae Naval base

Myeongdong
“Everything you need and 
want all within walking 
distance! From food trucks 
to makeup, they have it all.”

– Gerrilyn Robeniol, 
Camp Humphreys

HONORABLE 
MENTION
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“The Camp 
Humphreys Main 

Exchange makes 
you feel like you 
are back stateside! 
Anything you need, 
you can find it 
here.“

– Chetara Green, Camp Casey

“The Humphreys main exchange is 
massive and has everything you’re 
looking for. I was mostly impressed by 
how many clothing items are for sale.”

– Brendon Waterman, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“The new Camp 
Humphreys Exchange is 
like a dream come true!”
– L. Renee Lowery, Osan AB

“It’s fantastic in 
size and amount of 
stock!”

– Steve Tucker, 
Osan AB

“Can’t believe how big it is and 
the selection they have. It’s 
worth our 3-hour drive to go 
once in a while to shop for fun! 
Also, the food choices in the 
food court are a huge plus.”

– Rachel Sottosanti, 
Camp Carroll“It’s huge and very spacious and 

never too crowded.”
– Leonela Quintero, 

USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound “Huge! Huge! Awesome.”
– Angela Luz Sangalang, Osan AB

“It is awesome! 
Have you seen 
the Food Court?! 
You can never 
go wrong with an 
Auntie Anne’s. And 
the Arby’s Brisket 
Sandwich - oh my 
gosh, I will drive clear 
across post just to 
get it!”

– Kimberly Williams, 
Camp Humphreys

“The new Humphreys Main 
Exchange is super. They have 
everything you need and more.”

– Milton Smith, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“They have GREAT 
customer service. It 

opens early to benefit 
customers who are on their 
way to work.  The lines are 
kept to a minimum and it’s 
always well-stocked.”

– Steven Stake, Osan AB

“The Osan Shoppette has 
very funny employees. They 
are always cheery and make 
an effort to have a pleasant 
conversation with you while 
you are checking out.”

– Danielle Farmer, Osan AB

“They have everything you 
need in one little store.”

– Chris DiSanto, Osan AB

“Convenient location, with 
convenient prices.”

– Nicholas Prunty, Osan AB

“There are more 
choices to choose from 
and staff is always 
present to assist.”

– Seth Sinutko, 
Camp Humphreys

“They have a great 
selection. Like a super 

target!”
– Christopher Nail, Osan AB

“It’s like Wal-Mart only no 
PJ wearing customers.”

– Steve Tucker, Osan AB

“It reminds of a mix between 
Target and Walmart. Plus, 

they have an app where your 
groceries can be delivered to your 

door within 24-48 hours.”
– Priscilla Roman, Camp Humphreys

“It’s the Walmart of KOREA.”
– Carly Lazos, 

USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“My family and I can browse 
the aisles for hours.”

– Chris DiSanto, Osan AB

“It’s easy to get to and has a 
wide variety of goods.”
– Rebecca Redfield, Camp Humphreys

“They have items from 
Japan and a great variety of 
things we need. The staff is 
always friendly.”

– Kathy Hill, Osan AB

See more local shopping tips at: StripesKorea.com

★SHOPPING★

BEST
EXCHANGE

HUMPHREYS MAIN 
EXCHANGE

BEST
MINI MART/
SHOPPETTE

OSAN SHOPPETTE

BEST
OFF-BASE 
SHOPPING

E MART



★SHOPPING★

★PLAYING★

Osan Outdoor Rec
“They have many 
opportunities to go on many 
different tours with their 
outdoor rec.  You can go 
fishing, snowboarding and 
many other activities.”

– Hank Hale, Osan AB

Camp Casey Outdoor Rec
“You can rent equipment 
for free from outdoor rec 
when you utilize the Warrior 
Adventure Quest.”

– Richard Brooks, 
Camp Humphreys

HONORABLE 
MENTION

BEST OF THE PACIFIC   2018–1930
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“The team is exceptional 
and great.”
– Howard Loken, Camp Humphreys

“The MAS agents are so informative 
and have helped us tremendously with 
the car buying experience.”

– Rebecca Redfield, 
Camp Humphreys

“Always a good 
variety of available 
vehicles managed by 
a great team of folks 
that know how to help 

you select the right one for you.”
– William Hollen, Camp Humphreys

“MAS 
employees are 
always on top of 

their game even 
partnering with 

the Main Exchange 
during the holidays 

to host events that the 
community will enjoy.”

– Kate Caberte, Camp Humphreys

“We brought our 
phones from the 

states and Olleh KT 
works great with 
them. Nothing but 
helpful since we’ve 
been here.”

– Angela Redmond, USAG Daegu

“They have consistent 
availability nationwide and 
wide-range of compatible 
phones. For example, this is 
the only provider that works 
with Google Pixel phones.”

– David Blanco, Osan AB

“I’ve Been using their 
service for two years now 
and have had no issues, 
plus unlimited data and 
international calling.”

– Nicole Jackson, Camp Carroll

“When I moved to my new 
house, the cell signal was 

weak. Olleh came over, set up a 
booster and all was made right. 
And, they did it free of charge. 
Excellent customer service!”

– Tess Sterling, Camp Humphreys

“I’ve never had a problem 
with Olleh KT. The plan 
prices are good and service 
is great all throughout South 
Korea.”

– Kalen Dozzi, Osan AB

“They have a great 
Price for an All 
Unlimited package.”

– Thomas Philip, 
Camp Humphreys

“They are very reliable and cost 
effective.”

– Gregory Phillips, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“KT is very easy to use, and the 
service fees are affordable. I was 
able to afford a Samsung Galaxy S8, 
a much-needed improvement over 
my former model. The data quality is 

very good I get service almost 
everywhere I go.”

– Danielle Farmer, Osan AB

“They always have 
helpful advice and 
clear prices.”

– Ryan Bickel, 
Camp Humphreys

“They have good service 
and great phone service 
quality.”

– Angel Cueva, Camp Carroll

“Outdoor Rec has an 
outstanding support 

for its community 
entertainment.”

– Kate Caberte, Camp Humphreys

“They are consistent in putting out 
great trips and other info to really get 
a great photo of Korea for the family 
back home.”

– Oscar Villa, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“They plan great and 
cheap trips.”

– Ashlee Chastain, 
Camp Humphreys

“It has plenty of space.”
– Leonela Quintero, 

USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“They are great at promoting.”
– Jessica Brown, Camp Humphreys

“the great staff is so friendly. 
I try to attend at least one trip 
a month. The paragliding trip was 
AMAZING!”

– Kimberly Williams, Camp Humphreys

“I love having the option to 
buy discounted day passes to 
ski areas from Humphreys 
ODR!”

– Jana Mantovani, Osan AB

“It’s a very professional team 
and informative.”

– Howard Loken, Camp Humphreys

BEST
CAR SALES

MILITARY 
AUTOSOURCE

BEST
CELL PHONE 

SERVICE
OLLEH KT

BEST
OUTDOOR REC

USAG HUMPHREYS 
OUTDOOR REC



KO
REA

Evergreen Golf Club 
(Walker)

“Good food. Good golfing. 
Good people.”

– Daniel Williams, USAG Daegu

Sung Nam Golf Course 
(Seoul)

“Please don’t close down this 
course. The grass is always 
green, view is beautiful, and 
it’s always a fun experience.”

– Oscar Villa, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Andong Mask Festival
“The Andong Mask festival is 
amazing. Traditional Korean 
culture continues to live in 
Andong through the music, 
masks, food, costumes, 
traditional houses and food. 
A delicious treat is Andong 
Jimdak.”

– Kim Carmel, USAG Daegu

Korean Baseball
“Korean professional baseball 
games are very different 
from American ones in the 
way fans participate in 
the game. There is lots of 
choreographed cheering, 
singing and dancing. It’s truly 
unique and such a blast.”

– Nicole Villa, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Camp Humphreys 
Bowling Center

“Extremely energetic and 
fun-loving staff.”
– Howard Loken, Camp Humphreys

HONORABLE 
MENTION

31

“A very well maintained 
and great golf course 

to play.”
– Kathy Hill, Osan AB

“It’s a solid course to learn 
the fundamentals.”

– Nicholas Prunty, Osan AB

“It’s easy to get on any time.”
– Al Kamae, Camp Humphreys

“It’s inexpensive and challenging 
enough for beginners.”

– Ryan Posey, Osan AB

“The Lakes has a 
beautiful fountain 
near the entrance 
- it is large almost 
like a pond. I 
think it add a lot 
to the aesthetic 

of the course. The 
Oriental House is 

the clubhouse located 
on the course, and the 

décor is pleasant and the 
food is very good.”

– Danielle Farmer, Osan AB

“It is a very fun festival 
where people cook out, 

drink and run around in 
mud. It is fun to see all 
the different types of 
people who come out to 
celebrate and they said 
the mud does wonders 
for the skin.”

– Danielle Farmer, Osan AB

“So much fun and great interaction 
with the locals.”

– Gregory Phillips, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“This is a great experience to 
have fun with locals and have 
this special kind of mud on you.  
The mud there has a positive 
effect on the skin.”

– Hank Hale, Osan AB

“They provide the best 
customer service hands 

down. MiG Alleys continues 
to impress me with their 
friendly and professional 
services all around.”

– Paul Ilagan, Osan AB

“Always get great with 
customer service and the 
food is fantastic!!!!”

– John Wheat, Osan AB

“It’s family fun for 
everyone.”

– Rebecca Redfield, 
Camp Humphreys

“We’ve been many times at the 
kids love it, especially the indoor 
play area for kids who are too 
young to bowl.”

-Jana Mantovani, Osan AB

“Facility is great with 
special lanes for kids. They 
always have great holiday 
events for families.”

– Kathy Hill, Osan AB

“I go to MiG Alleys every other 
day. The staff is pretty good, and 
the prices are great. Free bowling 
on lunch? Hell yea. Unlimited 
bowling for $8 on Wednesdays/
Thursday’s? Hell yea.” 

–  Nicholas Prunty, Osan AB

“Osan Bowling Center is very 
kid friendly and a great place 
for children’s birthday parties.”
– Warren Latham, Camp Humphreys

“They have really, really, 
really good Bulgogi lunch 
at a decent price.”

– Tom Pham, Osan AB

See more on-and off-base news and entertainment at: StripesKorea.com

★PLAYING★

BEST
GOLF COURSE

THE LAKES AT OSAN 
GOLF COURSE

BEST
BOWLING ALLEY 

MIG ALLEYS 
BOWLING CENTER 

(OSAN)

BEST
OFF-BASE EVENT

MUD FESTIVAL







★PLAYING★
SGT Joni Jackson 

Daegu Morning Show
“She is funny and connects 
with the audience.”

– Antonio Canas, USAG Daegu

HONORABLE 
MENTION

BEST OF THE PACIFIC   2018–1934
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NAME: SrA Susan Lee
AGE: 28 
HOMETOWN: Langhorne, 
Pennsylvania 

Q: Congrats on winning this 
award. What’s the key to 

your success? 

A: I just put on the feed 
from AFN Okinawa, and 

let SSgt Tory Cusimano play.   
I’m kidding, although…his show 
would definitely be a treat for 
our listeners..!  It is humbling to 
have won this award, especially 
since AFN Kunsan is the smallest 
of all the AFN stations in Korea.  
Yeah, Wolf Pack!  Over the last 
year, it’s been a lot of trial and 
error, and a good amount of 

experimentation (both failures 
and successes).  I think the key 
has been not to be complacent—
this is how the Korean Word of 
the Week series came about; 
trying to push the envelope.  

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this job?

A: I really like that I get 
to meet people (and 

occasionally animals) from all 
over our base, share what they 
do and learn about all sorts of 
programs, organizations, and jobs 
in the process.  I also like that 
my work isn’t a typical military 
job, and the work I do reaches 
people outside the services, as 
well.  It’s an awesome feeling to 
walk into people and have them 
say, “I listen to your show!!”  

Q: Why do you believe AFN 
plays an important role in 

the military?

A: AFN is such an important 
morale-boosting tool.  We 

provide $8.2 Billion dollars worth 
of programming, FREE, for our 
great service members.  It’s an 
awesome feeling to know I’m 
part of an organization that 
brings Home back to our service 

members stationed all over the 
world. 

Q: Tell us about life in 
Korea?

A: Life in Korea is actually 
pretty great.  Yes, we 

have frequent exercises 
(yeah, Wolf Pack!), but there 
is just so much to do in Korea.  
The transportation is fairly 
inexpensive and very efficient, 
lots of great food (no tax, no 
tip!), and so much rich history 
and culture.  Plus, our internet 
speeds are pretty awesome.  
Korea isn’t a huge country, but 
there is so much to do and the 
camaraderie in Korea, especially 
within the Wolf Pack, is unlike 
any other.  

Q: Where do you see yourself 
in 5 years?

A: In 5 years… hopefully, I’ll 
have commissioned into the 

officer corps (fingers crossed), 
left an AFN legacy behind, and 
be traveling the world exploring.  
Whatever I end up doing, I’d like 
to become successful enough to 
be a philanthropist—lately, this 
has been something I’ve really 
wanted to do become.  

“She provides 
information on the 

most current events, 
professional, entertaining 
and the Korean language 
lessons are great!”

– Seth Sinutko, Camp Humphreys

“Love, love the Korean word 
of the week!”

-Tammy Hairston, Kunsan AB

“I love the Korean 
Word of the Week! I 
watch her videos and 
listen to her show from 
Osan!”

– Pauline Lee, Osan AB

“Susan Lee has been doing a 
tremendous job serving as a radio DJ 
for Kunsan. She took it upon herself 
to help teach Korean using the radio 
media network. This is a testament 
of her keen intellect and absolute 
dedication to her craft.”

– Samuel Kim, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

BEST
AFN 

PERSONALITY
SrA SUSAN LEE

Kunsan Morning Show
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Rio Grill Churrascaria
Brazilian Steakhouse

“Rio’s Brazilian Steakhouse 
is a very entertaining place 
to bring your family. There 
is constant interaction with 
the staff, who are always 
bringing you food, so there 
is never a dull moment.”

– Danielle Farmer, Osan AB

Pasta Vino 
“The restaurant has a 
great family atmosphere 
with low-playing music and 
colorful decorations.  They 
offer great food options for 
children as well as highchairs 
and children’s eating 
utensils.”

– Cassondra Osborn, Osan AB

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Cafe CF
“Get your sweet tooth fix at 
Cafe CF! Great menu choices, 
relaxing decor, candlelit, 
nice variety on the menu.”

– Jana Mantovani, Osan AB

55 Dining
“Tucked away in a Daegu 
Alley, 55 Dining is an 
eclectic little restaurant 
that serves 7-course meals 
by candle-light. The music is 
great, too.”

– Kimberly Williams, 
Camp Humphreys

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Loring Club
(Kunsan)

“I like the free food Fridays 
for club members. Nice perk 
to have.”

– Renton Espejo, Kunsan AB

Gateway Club
(CRC/Casey)

“Gateway has been a weekly 
ritual for being with friends 
and relaxing.”

– Jerry Nevarez, Camp Casey  

HONORABLE 
MENTION

“The Enlisted Club 
staff are very friendly 

and the service is 
excellent. We get the 
best steaks there!”

– Kathy Hill, Osan AB

“They have a great 
breakfast.”
– Seth Sinutko, Camp Humphreys

“The Osan E-Club 
has many functions there 
and the food there is 
reasonably priced.”

– Hank Hale, Osan AB

“$1 beer and $5 
wings on Wednesday.”
– Jay Harkey, Osan AB “The bingo, Texas 

Hold ’em, food choices 
and games - Great all 
around.”
– Harold Sanders, Osan AB

“It’s spacious with 
great food and great 
employees!”

– William Hollen, 
Camp Humphreys

“I love the selection 
of food.”

– Richard Brooks, 
Camp Humphreys

“The location is convenient, food 
is good and reasonably priced.”

– Nicholle Martinez, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“My kids love their food 
and can’t help but go 

back for more.”
– Sherrica Taylor, 

USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“There’s a good selection and the 
staff is friendly and quick.”

– Gregory Phillips, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“The Osan Enlisted club holds a lot of events in it ball 
room. They held an event called Apollo Night it was a 

lot of fun. It is similar to a talent show judged 
by the audience. They are also hosting a 

masquerade ball this month which I am very 
excited to attend.”

– Danielle Farmer, Osan AB

★EATING★

BEST
ENLISTED/

OFFICERS’ CLUB
OSAN ENLISTED CLUB

BEST
DATE-NIGHT 
RESTAURANT

DRAGON HILL LODGE
(SEOUL)

BEST
FAMILY 

RESTAURANT
DRAGON HILL LODGE

(SEOUL)
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“Great food and 
prices, plus a 

kid’s area.”
– Rebecca Redfield, 

Camp Humphreys

“I love the thick crust and 
fresh-out-of-the-oven 

delivery!”
– Jana Mantovani, Osan AB

“Pizza Hut puts more 
toppings on their pizza.”

– Hank Hale, Osan AB

“I cannot stress 
enough how awesome 

the brunch is at the 
Evergreen. I have 
been to several 
brunches in Korea and 
this wins every time, 
hands down! So much 
variety and bottomless 
Mimosas!”

– Kimberly Williams, 
Camp Humphreys

“They have a 
great selection and 
food is always hot.”

– Frank Moore, 
USAG Daegu

“The Best food. Friendly 
staff.”

- Anthony C. Dunaway

“They have a lot of 
fun trips, and there 

is always one every 
weekend so you can 
never get bored.”

– Danielle Farmer, Osan AB

“There are always so 
many tours to choose 
from. I sometimes 
have trouble deciding 
which one to take.”

– Kathy Hill, Osan AB
“They’re friendly 
and always willing 
to help plan my 
next adventure.”

– Jana Mantovani, 
Osan AB

“Their web design allows for a 
smooth research.”

– Kate Caberte, Camp Humphreys

“Osan AB ITT has 
many trips available 
with them that go 
to many different 
places for 
reasonable prices.”
– Hank Hale, Osan AB

BEST
LOCAL CULTURE 

RESTAURANT
HWA HWA KOREAN BBQ 

(THE HUMPHREYS VILLE)

BEST
PIZZA RESTAURANT

PIZZA HUT

BEST
SUNDAY BRUNCH

EVERGREEN CLUB 
(DAEGU)

BEST
 MWR/FSS/MCCS

OSAN FSS

BEST
TRAVEL AGENCY

OSAN ITT



KO
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Jeju Island
“The Hawaii of Korea!”

– Andy Kim, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

HONORABLE 
MENTION

“Clean, well-kept 
rooms and a 

wonderful staff!”
– William Hollen, Camp Humphreys

“Turumi Lodge has rooms 
that are comfortable and 
the guest services are 
extremely helpful.”

– Hank Hale, Osan AB

“It’s a very friendly 
atmosphere.”

– Frank Moore, 
USAG Daegu

“They have nice staff 
and well-maintained 
rooms.”

– Kathy Hill, Osan AB

“I believe everyone who 
comes to Korea for 

a tour of duty or just a 
short visit, the DMZ is one 
that you shouldn’t miss. It 
surely will open your eyes 
and is something that you 
will always remember.”

– John Behrend, Camp Humphreys

“It’s a really cool and surreal look 
at what seems like the furthest 
thing from our culture.”

– Oscar Villa, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“It’s the best place for a unique 
experience.”

– Robert Righetti, 
USAG Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“The DMZ is a great place to 
see because of the historical 

perspective of the location, 
and it is the only place in 
the world with this kind of 
militarized border between 
two countries.”

– Hank Hale, Osan AB

★TRAVELING★

BEST
ON-BASE LODGING

TURUMI LODGE
(OSAN)

BEST
MUST-SEE 

ATTRACTION
DMZ
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BEST OF THE PACIFIC   2018–1942

Nowadays, 
technology lets 
us do just about 

anything from anywhere, 
and often times, from the 
palm of our hand. 

Voting for the Best of the Pacific 
is no different. 

Casting a ballot has likely been done anywhere 
from inside a store to on an airplane or even on the 
toilet. 

On a beautiful island like Guam, there’s a good 
chance that most of the mobile voting was done 
while laying on a nice warm beach. 

The relaxed atmosphere may be the reason why so 
few from the island had anything to say about the 
things they were voting for!

Many voted. Few commented. But that’s ok! We 

still enjoyed the 
responses we received. 

Like this one from 
Alfred and Mary Ann 

Cabrera at Naval Base Guam 
about the best Sunday brunch. 

The duo voted for Taste at the 
Westin for its ‘First-class taste.” Short, 

quick and to the point. They probably typed that 
with their feet in the sand, one hand on the phone 
and the other holding a cocktail.

This U.S. territory definitely draws you in. So, if 
you are itching to visit for a relaxing 
vacation or are contemplating a 
request to be stationed there, 
know that there is 
plenty to make the 
best of on Guam.



★SHOPPING★
G

UAM
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“It is my one-stop shopping 
center.”

– Alfred & Mary Ann Cabrera, 
Naval Base Guam

“Since its opening, the convenience 
of those last-minute forget-

me-nots sure came in handy...
especially with its 24-hour 

availability.”
– Barbara Jean Taijeron, 

Naval Base Guam

“The gas station and 
mini mart are so 

huge and have a big 
selection.”

– Marcelina Basaliso, 
Naval Base Guam

“I like the choices of 
transportation and 
maintenance services.”

– Alfred & Mary Ann Cabrera, 
Naval Base Guam

“Friendly 
reps, great 

bundle plans 
and internet 
service.”
– Jennifer Cabrera, 

Retired

“You can find what 
you need at a lower 
price.”

– Chuthapa Lapwararaks, 
Naval Base Guam

“Guam Navy Exchange 
has the best customer 
service and better variety 
in all departments!”

– Barbara Twilligear, 
Naval Base Guam

“They have 
more selection on 
everything.”

– Ligaya Leon Guerrero, 
Naval Base Guam

“It has a vast 
assortment of 
products and 
friendly and helpful 
associates.”

– Jennifer Cabrera, 
Retired

“Best 
CUSTOMER 

SERVICE provided ... 
No matter what kind 
of day it is. You are 
ALWAYS greeted with 
a SMILE.”

– Barbara Jean Taijeron, 
Naval Base Guam

See more local shopping tips at: Guam.Stripes.com

BEST
EXCHANGE

GUAM MAIN NAVY 
EXCHANGE

BEST
MINI MART/
SHOPPETTE

MAIN NAVAL BASE 
MINI MART

BEST
BEST OFF-BASE 

SHOPPING
MICRONESIA MALL

BEST
CAR SALES

ATKINS KROLL

BEST
CELL PHONE 

SERVICE
DOCOMO PACIFIC



★PLAYING★
G

UA
M

“It’s not just about 
the golfing. There 

are dining, bowling 
karaoke and hotel 
reservation deals.” 

– Jennifer Cabrera, Retired

“I love 
MEAN GENE 

burgers at the 
bowling alley 
food court.”

– Barbara Jean Taijeron, 
Naval Base Guam

BEST
OUTDOOR REC

GAB-GAB 
(NAVAL BASE GUAM)

BEST
GOLF COURSE

LEO PALACE RESORT 
COUNTRY CLUB

BEST
BOWLING ALLEY

OROTE POINT LANES 
(NAVAL BASE GUAM)

BEST
OFF-BASE EVENT

CHAMORRO 
VILLIAGE 
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“Awesome food.”
– Jennifer Cabrera, 

Retired

“First-class 
taste.”

– Alfred & Mary Ann Cabrera, 
Naval Base Guam

★EATING★

BEST
ENLISTED/

OFFICERS’ CLUB
MOLLY’S/C STREET/

BAMA’S BBQ & GRILLE 
(NAVAL BASE GUAM)  

BEST
DATE-NIGHT 
RESTAURANT

ROY’S 
(HILTON)

BEST
FAMILY 

RESTAURANT
DENNY’S

BEST
SUNDAY BRUNCH

TASTE
(WESTIN)

BEST
LOCAL CULTURE 

RESTAURANT
MESKLA

BEST
PIZZA RESTAURANT

PIZZA HUT
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www.guamreef.com/en/



★TRAVELING★

BEST OF THE PACIFIC   2018–1948

G
UA

M

BEST
OFF-BASE LODGING

DUSIT THANI 
GUAM RESORTBEST

TRAVEL AGENCY

ANDERSEN ITT

BEST
MUST-SEE 

ATTRACTION
TWO LOVER’S POINT

BEST
ON-BASE LODGING

NAVY GATEWAY 
INNS & SUITES
(NAVAL BASE GUAM)
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Three lucky voters in this year’s contest found it pays, in more ways than one, 
to make their voices heard about what they think is best.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS 
YEAR’S GIFT CARD WINNERS!

SHERILLE MABINI, WHITE BEACH (OKINAWA)

Q: What’s the best thing about your current location in the Pacific?

A: The best thing about being stationed in Okinawa is that my husband and our 
children are part Okinawan.  His mother was born here and our children go 

to the same school as she did (Kubasaki High).  My husband’s grandmother, Shizue 
Oshiro, was orphaned in the Battle of Okinawa when she was 13 and then assisted 

by an American soldier who tended to her wound.  She recently passed away, so 
being stationed here and seeing the historic sites is our way of honoring her.

Q: What are you going to buy with your gift card? 

A: I am going to buy my daughter noise-cancelling headphones for her long bus ride every morning to school.  The kids have to 
wake at 0530 every morning for a 45-minute bus ride so the headphones will help her get some extra rest along the way.

JOSEPH WILSON, CAMP HUMPHREYS (KOREA)

Q:What’s the best thing about your current location in the Pacific?

A:    The best thing about my current location in the Pacific is getting to experience 
the Korean culture and the ability to travel to other nearby countries.

Q: What are you going to buy with your gift card? 

A:  I plan to buy a new keyboard for new iPad Pro.

JANA MANTOVANI, OSAN AB (KOREA)

Q: What’s the best thing about your current location in the Pacific?

A:   The best thing about being stationed at Osan AB is Nami Island. It’s an island in 
a river it’s beautiful all seasons. We’ve been in the fall and winter and hope to go 

again! It’s an easy two-hour drive. 

Q: What are you going to buy with your gift card? 

A:   I plan on buying sound-canceling headphones for the PCS flight back to America this summer. 

“It’s the best place 
to stay in Seoul 
and it has great 

package tours.”
– Rino Bautista, 

Yokosuka Naval Base

“They have great guest 
services here and it is a 
perfect location in the 
middle of downtown Seoul.”

– Hank Hale, Osan AB

“The grounds are beautifully 
maintained, perfect for pictures 
and the continental breakfast is a 
must if you stay there.”

– Rebecca Redfield, Camp Humphreys

“It has beautiful rooms, a 
great spa, nice décor, and 
friendly staff.”

– Danielle Farmer, Osan AB

HONORABLE MENTION

Hale Koa Hotel
(Honolulu)

The New Sanno Hotel 
(Tokyo)

“It’s a very well-appointed hotel 
with great restaurants and 
shopping. It’s centrally located 
and close to the subway.”

– Pamela Koczenasz, 
USAG Yongsan

“We have always been very 
pleased with the service and 
accommodations at The New 
Sanno in Tokyo. It is so nice to 
be able to stay in a hotel that is 
quite relaxing in a bustling city. 
We always enjoy our stay and 
look forward to future stays.”

– Lauren McConnell, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“I love having a fun afternoon 
at the Hale Koa pool side with 
a 2-foot ice cream come from 
the snack bar.“

– Heather Hayman, 
Camp Humphreys

“Love the cultural activities 
they have on site.“

– Tomi Chavez, 
NAF Atsugi

“It’s in Hawaii – Duh.”
– Liz Ulich, 

Camp Foster

2nd 
Place 3nd 

Place

★TRAVELING★

$300

$200

$100

BEST
MILITARY RESORT

DRAGON HILL LODGE
(SEOUL)








