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The Best of the Pacific was created to give you, the reader, a platform to inform your fellow military 
community members of what you would recommend while stationed overseas. Whether it be the 
best restaurant, best exchange or best off-base lodging, most newcomers have no idea where to 
start for some of the simplest tasks when they move to a new country. 

Want to impress a date and take them somewhere fancy? It’s a lot harder to do when you’re in a 
completely different country. Many of you have been in that position before, and that’s why you are the 
perfect resource to choose “Best Date Night Restaurant.” 

It’s reasons like this why you are the ones we turn to for votes each and every year for the past 14 years. 
And for 14 years, you guys have been there when we’ve called. It may have started slowly with a few dozen 
votes in 2004, but the vote totals have steadily climbed, and this year you blew the previous record out of the 

water. Thousands voted!
So, we thank each and every one of you who took the time to 
recognize the best. You are the ones who make this magazine 

work. We’d love to reward each one of you for the votes, but 
congratulations to the lucky three whose time turned into 

free stuff in the form of gift cards to their local Exchange.
For Okinawa’s Lucas Spencer, his time resulted in a 

free $100, while Chong C. Pak from Yokota Air Base 
in Japan took home the $200 card. The grand prize 
winner, Yokota’s Michael Nulty, netted a cool $300 to 
spend on a new camera to capture his time in beautiful 
Japan. $300 for less than 10 minutes of his time … not a 
bad hourly rate!

Here at Stars and Stripes, we love your votes. Even 
more than that though, we love your reasons WHY you 

voted for something. That said, many of you provided some 
excellent quotes to back up your votes. 
John Gilliam from Yokota suggests The New Sanno if you’re 

looking for that Sunday brunch. And who doesn’t love a great Sunday 
brunch with the family? A nice, relaxing Sunday spent with the ones you 

love – crispy bacon, fresh fruit, mimosas to name a few. It’s so good and there’s so much that it’s hard to 
choose a favorite – you love everything equally.

“Hands down one of the best selections of quality food of any buffet I’ve ever eaten at,” John says.
Others kept it short and sweet, but still made their point. Tyrone Thomas from Osan Air Base in Korea 

enjoys listening to AFN’s Chris Duckworth on the radio. And why does he think he’s the best in Korea? … 
“Duckworth is the man!!!”

No, Tyrone - YOU are the man. You took the time to show some love to someone whose work you clearly 
appreciate. 

In reality though, you and every one of our readers are the Best in the Pacific. Many of you, while serving 
your country, took the time out of your day to hop online and vote – and we love it. We enjoy hearing from 
you and the feedback doesn’t need to stop with the BOP voting. Our community sites are up 24/7, so make 
sure to visit StripesJapan.com, StripesOkinawa.com, StripesKorea.com or Guam.Stripes.com. And our 
community papers – Stripes Japan, Stripes Okinawa, Stripes Korea and Stripes Guam are available in the 
blue boxes on Pacific bases. Let us know what you think! 

Ian Waddick,
Best of the Pacific Editor
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“Hakone is just one of many 
wonderful attractions in Japan. There 
are too many great places to see in 

this area (Kanto) alone. Get out and try 
to see them all!”

– Daniel Hunt, NAF Atsugi 

So many of you on mainland Japan voted, and so many of 
you had something to say about the people and places you 
chose. There was no shortage of opinions, which is what 

makes our Best of the Pacific campaign so much fun.
This year, we heard a lot from Yokota, where many votes were 

cast, resulting in the most wins of any base. We also had record 

turnouts from some of the smaller installations in Japan, like 
Iwakuni, Sasebo and Atsugi.

We heard from readers stationed all across mainland 
Japan. From Abigail Sahlin up at Misawa Air Base, who loved 
the Yokosuka NEX and said, “I live in Misawa but had the 
opportunity to shop at Yokosuka NEX and was very impressed. 
I felt like I was back in San Diego,” down to Sharnell Nocon 
at Sasebo Naval Base, who had this to say about the best local 
attraction: “The trademark of Japan, Mount Fuji, is a must see 
while in Japan.”

Nearly 1,200 miles apart – both excellent opinions on places 
they would each recommend to fellow service members stationed 
in Japan. And that’s what this is all about. Everyone was once 
a newbie to this country – yes even you, Mr. Knowitall. Now, 
you’re an expert on this country that’s thousands of miles away 
from home, so why not share that knowledge?  
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“Great selection of clothing for both 
adults and children. Easy access to 
taxis, with cart return at the taxi line. 

Well thought out floor plan.”
– Angela Rubio, MCAS Iwakuni

“They have a wider selection of items 
which appeal to a younger customer 
base. And the NEX has sidewalk 
sales and community activities 
nearly every month.”

– Mark Allen, Yokota AB

“Staff is friendly and always available. 
Items are up to date and current. 
Demo and promotion sales happen 
often and are relevant to me.”

– Brian Leung, Yokota AB

“Good selection of products, friendly 
service.” 

– Sarah King, Yokosuka Naval Base

“I live in Misawa but had the 
opportunity to shop at Yokosuka 
NEX and was very impressed. I felt 
like I was back in San Diego.”

– Abigail Sahlin, Misawa AB

“The layout is great and the product 
selection.”

– Beth Nepaial, Yokota AB

“Large size and usually has 
everything I’m looking for.”

– Lisa Bostick, Camp Zama

“It’s open every day and has more 
variety.”

– Tihtina Habtemariam, 
Sasebo Naval Base

“Good clothing, toys, electronics, 
and wine/beer selections as well as 
nice staff.”

– Ben Wilson, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Yokosuka has a large variety it has 
better selection overall.”

– Dennis Morgan, Camp Zama

“Provides easy access to all the 
necessities needed. Customer 
service is almost always available as 
well as information on upcoming 
sales and promotions.”

– Jhoana Jimenez, Yokosuka Naval Base

“It’s a mall that has everything you 
need under one roof - including 
groceries. And they have a parking 

garage.”
 – Tara Ingerson, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Close to base and has a little bit 
of everything.”

– Heather Hopewell, Yokota AB

“Has shopping for everyone in 
the family.”

– Nicole Elliott, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Grocery store is very fresh 
and they have a good clothing 
selection.”

– Angela Nichols, Yokota AB

“Has all the stores and more, plus 
a good food court.”

– Jasmine Ruvalcaba, Yokota AB

“Convenient.”
– Reith Walls, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Huge selection of items, and 
similar stores to American-style 
stores.”

– Scott Newton, Yokota AB

“There is a little bit of everything 
for everyone.”

– Jason Cenidoza, Yokota AB

“Lots of choices.”
– Liz Forgue, Yokota AB

“Closest shopping mall to the 
base.”

– Vanessa Howard, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

“Variety of products, cheap 
prices.”

– Steve Mena, Yokota AB

“Lots of stores in convenient 
location to Yokota and great food 
court.”

– Erin Davis, Yokota AB

“Great stores and great food.”
– Tammi Aronce, Yokota AB 

“Close Proximity.”
– Nichol Olmo, NAF Atsugi

Sasebo NEX
“They have gone above and beyond 
for me. Assisted with getting products 
from other locations just so I could 
have them.  The gas station as well. 
They have always been beyond nice, 
and recognize customers by their first 
name.”

– Jennifer Aflague, Sasebo Naval Base

Zama Main Exchange
“This place has lots of deals. I especially 
love the lunchtime deals.”

– Sherwanda Atkinson, Camp Zama

“Yokosuka NEX always has 
everything I’m looking for and the 
prices are very decent. The staff is 
always helpful and friendly. “

– Amanda Rupp, Camp Zama

“It has an excellent selection of 
sporting goods/athletic wear and 
sports equipment as well as local 
souvenir/vendors during their 
special red brick events.”
– Nuncia Manuel, Yokosuka Naval Base

Yokosuka Main 
Navy Exchange

Honorable Men tion

Shopping
Best Off-Base 

Aeon Mall

Exchange
Best 
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“Was able to buy the car and get 
everything I needed there. Also 
offered to give me a ride to pick up the 
car if needed. Did everything to get 
the car ready for me.”

– Douglas Clark, Yokota AB

“They are a very honest and 
accommodating business with great 
prices.  They also inspect the vehicle 
before you buy it.”

– Leslie Finley, Yokota AB

“Very nice and help you with 
everything.”

– Liz Forgue, Yokota AB

“They provide JCI and insurance.”
– Tran Doan, Yokota AB

“Customer service is superb.”
– Michele Jacobs, Yokota AB

“Quick and easy. Great customer 
service.”

– Jennifer Parris, Yokota AB

“Dependable cars and vans.”
– Rosabel Lincoln, Yokota AB

“Friendly employees and good prices.”
– Chelsea Morrison, Yokota AB

“Great deals and they do all of the 
paperwork for you. They also support 
your purchase while you are stationed 
here.”

– Nathan Parker, Yokota AB

“They are so nice and take care of 
everything!”

– Brandi Carman Yokota AB

“Close to base and works well with 
payments and new comers.”

– Rebecca Little, Yokota AB

“They do all the paperwork, you just 
go and pick up the key.”

– Luis Montero, Yokota AB

“It’s a one-stop shop for cars 
and the representative speaks 
English, which makes the 
transition smooth for those 
who transitioning to Japan. 
They have great customer 
service and are willing to 
answer and support the 
military families.”

– Lae Phanda, Yokota AB

“Great service fair prices, and super 
friendly.”

– Harold Neiser, Yokota AB

“Wonderful ladies let us use mom’s 
car while they got our car ready, 
which was very nice of them.”

– Ashlee Baerga, Yokota AB

“The best coverage 
in Sasebo.”

– Michael Ferrara, Sasebo Naval Base

“They will allow you to use your phone 
in the states with little cost to you.”

– Katharine Baird, Misawa AB

“Good customer service and kiosk 
on base.”

– Andrea Cole, Sasebo Naval Base

“I usually don’t have dropped service 
and they are on base, so it’s easy to 
address any problems.”

– Debra Powers, Camp Zama

“I’ve been pleased with my service for 
3 years.”

– Lilian Craig, MCAS Iwakuni

“They are military friendly.”
– Juan Garcia, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Was the only choice at the time but 
satisfied with their service.”

– Pamela Fitzgerald, Misawa AB

“They are the most convenient 
because they have a shop on 
base. Plus I know I will be able to 

communicate with them easily to 
resolve issues.”

– Kristi Prince, Sasebo Naval Base

“I like the fact that I can use in the U.S. 
when I connect to Sprint.”
– Margaret Zetterholm, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Good selection of phones, convenient 
and friendly staff.”

– Kimi Stuckey, Camp Zama

“I had AU when I first got here, but I 
had no service inside many on-base 
buildings. SoftBank is much more 
reliable.”

– Erin Joseph, Yokosuka Naval Base

“On base SoftBank - convenient. 
Great staff in Camp Zama SoftBank. 
Partnership with Sprint helped a lot 
with TDYs.”

– Hiroshige Nihomiya, Camp Zama

“Been with them for years and it 
seems like Softbank is popping up 
everywhere when WiFi is available at 
shopping places.”

– Michelle Merigillano, NAF Atsugi

Wellchams
“Easy transactions and good cars.”

– Patrice Hawkins, Camp Zama

“They had a lot of 
vehicles to choose 
from, did all the work 

registering, and had 
great customer service.”

- Janelle Orth, Yokota AB

Service
Best Cell Phone 

SoftBank

Kelly & Kelly Auto 
Sales & Insurance

Honorable Men tion

Car Sales
Best 
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“Very friendly counter workers with 
great attitude that make customers 
feel welcomed. Great tour and rental 
package deal. And awesome bicycle 
maintenance service!”

– Dianne Carlow, Yokota AB

“Their staff is always amazing, and the 
prices and available trips are great.”

– Michael McKnzie, Yokota AB

“Trip frequency, selection and value is 
wonderful.”

– Karl Wiegand, Yokota AB

“OMG, all the event trips they 
have are so good! Can’t wait to 
try them out!!!!”

– Susan Quick, Yokota AB

“They carry nice 
equipment at decent 

prices.”
– Steve Mena, Yokota AB

“Peer’s suggestion.”
– Tarrie McPherson, Camp Zama

“They always ask for your 
interest and try to get the best 
deals for the customer.”

– Gloria Barker, Yokota AB

“I was surprised at all that is offered 
at the Yokota Outdoor Rec.  Great 
activities options, great support, and 
so inspiring to get out and play.”

– Janelle Orth, Yokota AB

“Great staff willing to help out when 
there are questions. Plus an amazing 
assortment of trips. Guides are great 
and very knowledgeable about the 
trip. “

– Scott Newton, Yokota AB

“Yokota Outdoor Rec has all the 
equipment and supplies you may 
need for your activities. They provide 
helpful tips before any travel/
trips and are willing to go the extra 

distance to ensure the 
event was successful. I 
climbed Mt. Fuji last year 
and they recommended 
multiple items 
that were critical 
before ascending 
the mountain.  I 
also rented a BBQ 

grill to roast a pig and they 
even helped us clean the grill 
afterwards. Great staff of 
workers who really are supportive of 
their customers.”

– Lae Phanda, Yokota AB

“I like the variety of activities offered 
all year round. Customer service is 
excellent.”

– Michele Jacobs, Yokota AB

“Best trips for best prices. Staff is 
helpful.”

– Andrew Roldan, Yokota AB

“Great programs and prices!”
– Ethan Campbell, Yokota AB

“Offers tons of trips and supplies.”
– Rebecca Little, Yokota AB

“They plan a lot of good trips for 
everyone.”

– Angela Nichols, Yokota AB

“Pleasant course with a little 
bit of a getaway.”

– Chris Morris, Yokosuka Naval Base

“The course is beautiful!”
– Leslie Finley, Yokota AB

“The golf course is incredible and 
professionally maintained.  It is 

a challenge and has some 
of the best views 
of Tokyo. No other 

golf course comes 
close to this one.”

– Ryan Soares, Yokota AB

“Up keep and scenic.”
– L. Todd, NAF Atsugi

“Price and challenge of the course.”
– Peter Herranen, Yokosuka Naval Base

“The golf links is one of the best 
overseas.”
– Precioso Amansec, Yokosuka Naval Base

“SO many options!”
– Jacquline Bongard, Yokota AB

“Far from base, it offers 
much to do.”

– Steve Mena, Yokota AB

“Very large area to golf.”
– Chelsea Morrison, Yokota AB

“Very clean and nice location.”
– Dianne Carlow, Yokota AB

“Close to base and fantastic 
lodging.”

– Rosabel Lincoln, Yokota AB

Camp Zama Golf Course
“By far, the Camp Zama Golf Course is 
on par (get it?).  You can have a really 
good breakfast or lunch there, too.”

– Robert Nease, Yokosuka Naval Base

 Gosser Memorial Golf Course
(Misawa)

“Well laid out and challenging.”
– Dylan Richardson, Misawa AB

“Tama 
camping!!”
– James Simons, NAF Atsugi

Atsugi Outdoor Rec
“Great prices and selection!”

– Wilson Gamboa, NAF Atsugi

Yokosuka Outdoor Rec
“Yokosuka Outdoor Rec has many 
events planned and most of them are 
very reasonable for sailors.”

– Robert Nease, Yokosuka Naval Base

Iwakuni Outdoor Rec
“Everything is free to borrow!”

– Gary Saiki, MCAS Iwakuni

Yokota 
Outdoor Rec 

Tama Hills 
Golf Course

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion
Honorable Men tion

Outdoor Rec
Best 

Golf Course
Best 
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NAME: SrA Erica Blanton
AGE: 28
HOMETOWN: 
          Colorado Springs, Co. 

Q: How has being a military brat 
helped shape the person you 

are today?

A: I would be a completely 
different person today if 

I wasn’t a military brat! Moving 
around with the military introduced 
me to so many different cultures and 
types of people that I would never 
have been able to learn about and 

become friends with had I stayed in 
one place. I am so thankful that from 
an early age, diversity for me was 
commonplace. It’s made adjusting 
to different cultures and new places 
exciting rather than daunting.  

Q: What are your career 
aspirations? 

A: To be honest, I am not sure. I 
love my job, but it’s stressful. 

I am a pretty introverted person 
by nature, so having to develop a 
more extroverted personality and be 
that person every day is a constant 
struggle-- but definitely in a good 
way! I would love to continue being 
a broadcaster, whether it’s in the 
military or as a civilian. 

Q: What do you like most about 
your job?

A: What I like most about my job 
is being able to tell people’s 

stories. What people devote their 
time and energy to, their jobs, 
volunteering…every day I get to 
talk to people about their passions 
and share that with others. It’s an 
amazing experience. 

Q: What’s the key to being a 
good DJ?

A: The key to being a good DJ, I 
think, is to have fun with it. You 

definitely have to be able to laugh 
at yourself! And the most important 
thing is to be prepared - if you make 
a mistake or don’t know what you’re 
talking about, what you’re going to 
say - people notice that. If you mess 
up, you just have to laugh at yourself 
and move on. The show is constantly 
moving and you have to be on your 
toes. Literally. I’m on my feet for the 
entire show! 

Q: What’s your most memorable 
on-air faux pas?

A: Oh gosh, there are so many. 
One of my favorites, though, 

was at my last station at AFN Aviano. 
I was playing a commercial break, 
and somehow a raw voice recording 
of one of our DJs had gotten mixed 
into the system! I thought it was 
a new commercial at first until I 
realized what had happened, then I 
started freaking out. I tried to play a 
different commercial break, but they 
were all the same, so it was just her 
voice looped over and over because 
I had accidentally played three of 
them at the same time! Complete 
meltdown. Finally I realized (waaaaay 
too late) there was no saving it 
and cut to playing a song like 
everything was fine. Everybody in 
the station heard, and the teasing 
was merciless.

“I always listen to her 
in the morning.”

– Kimi Stuckey, Camp Zama

“She understands the morning 
struggle.”

– Jacqueline Bongard

“Good sense of humor and lots of 
energy to help us get going in 
the AM.”

– Joshua Janko, Yokota AB

“Always upbeat.”
– Hideko Byrd, 

Yokosuka Naval Base

“Enthusiastic.”
– Derron Gee, Yokosuka Naval Base

“I’ve worked with her personally; 
she made me feel comfortable. 

Awesome professional!!”
– Leslie Finley, Yokota AB

“Keeps things moving.”
– Chris Morris, 

Yokosuka Naval Base

“She is lively and fun to listen to.”
– Rosabel Lincoln, Yokota AB

(Tokyo) Morning Show
SrA Erica Blanton

Honorable Men tion

(Sasebo) Morning Show 
PO2 Michael Sanchez 

“Lively guy who gives the broadcast a 
personal touch.”

– KT Justice, Sasebo Naval Base

(Misawa) Afternoon Show 
SSgt Candace Harris

“She is very entertaining.”
– Trina Anguiano, Misawa AB

(Iwakuni) Cpl Cory Schubert
“It’s like he speaks to me. He really 
gives off a great vibe.”

– Brandon Babineaud, MCAS Iwakuni

Honorable Men tion
AFN Personality

Best 
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“Lots of vendors and streets are 
decorated. Nice parade.”

– Kimi Stuckey, Camp Zama

“I am sure it is the biggest... and lots 
of foods.”

– Rachel Rin, Yokota AB

“Pretty decorations on the street 
with parade.”

– Mina Fujiwara, Camp Zama
 

“Nearby and food selection.”
– Karl Wiegand, Yokota AB 

“It’s the only one we’ve attended.”
– Tina Clark, Yokota AB

“Location close to base.”
–  Jason Funk, Yokota AB

“It is close to the base and offers 
a great opportunity to build 

relationships with the locals.”
– Nicholas Trans, Yokota AB

“Great 
food, cool 
atmosphere.”

– Dychaundra Odom, 
Yokosuka Naval Base 

“Really nice lanes.”
– Norman Nichols, 

Camp Zama

“Modern, nearby and 
value.  Also Bangkok’s 
food is great inside the 
center.”

– Karl Wiegand, Yokota AB

“Looks clean, serves great Thai food.”
– Steve Mena, Yokota AB

“The number of lanes, size of 
the common area and festive 
atmosphere are perfect for 
tournaments and Thai food dining.”

– Mark Allen, Yokota AB

“Cosmic.”
– Abraham Nihipali, NAF Atsugi 

“Whole family can enjoy!”
– Susan Quick, Yokota AB

“They offer the most activities within 
the Pacific.”

– Gloria Barker, Yokota AB

“Prices are great with 
some fun events.  Great 
family fun.”

– Scott Newton, Yokota AB

“Fun atmosphere and great food.”
– Krista Baerwald, Yokota AB

“It’s the best with great staff and 
good food. :)”

– Joshua Janko, Yokota AB

“Modern facility, great service, 
awesome food.”

– John Gilliam, Yokota AB

“Great oil patterns and food 
court.”

– Nicholas Tans, Yokota AB

“Great service and low prices. Food 
is good, too.”

– Michele Jacobs, Yokota AB

“Awesome Thai food and good 
league.”

– Fenton Fitzgerald, Yokota AB

“Best layout and well maintained.”
– Carl E. Howard, Yokota AB

“Inexpensive, close and always has a 
lane available.”

– Jennifer Parris, Yokota AB

Yokosuka Bowling Center
“Immaculately clean lanes and seats. 
CLEAN and sanitized shoes. Very 
clean restrooms. And, MEAN GENES 
... if you’re hungry for finger-licking 
food - Mean Genes is my choice here at 
Yokosuka Bowling Center. Their Fried 
Chicken is to die for!”

Precioso Amansec, Yokosuka Naval Base

Strike Zone Bowling Center 
(Iwakuni)

“This is a great bowling center. It is 
up to par with what you would see 
stateside.”

Diane Heard, NAF Atsugi

Fertility Festival
“Because you’ll only see something like 
this in Japan.”

– Duistin Warren, Yokosuka Naval Base

Kintai Bridge Festival
“The overall beauty of the bridge and 
the surrounding area, plus the locals 
always seem very welcoming of us 
Americans.”

– Christopher Beltran, MCAS Iwakuni

Fussa Tanabata Festival

Tomodachi Lanes (Yokota)

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion
Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Photo courtesy of Creative Commons

Off-Base Event
Best 

Bowling Alley 
Best 
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“This is really a close choice between 
the Yokosuka CPO club and Yokota. 
The Seafood Buffet at Yokota is 

the best in the world, besides the Rio 
Seafood buffet in Vegas.”

– John Dodson, Camp Zama

“Staff attitude, value of product.”
– Karl Wiegand, Yokota AB

“Family dinners!”
– Susan Quick, Yokota AB

“Put on great activities and has a 
great atmosphere.”

– Liz Forgue, Yokota AB

“Every day has a different menu 
choice during lunch and dinner.”

– Gloria Barker, Yokota AB

“Great food!”
– Anthony Aragon, Yokota AB

“Seafood buffet Fridays.”
– Ryan Soares, Yokota AB

“The food is outstanding, no matter 
what the event...breakfast, lunch, 
dinner or special event meal.  Wide 
variety of things always going on.”

– Scott Newton, Yokota AB

“The E-Club has a great group of 
workers who truly care and support 
the military members 
and their families.  They 
have events every month 
to include membership 
appreciation for their 
customers.  They work 
around events and make 
it happen for the base.  The facility 
is kept clean, maintained, and the 
atmosphere and food is great.”

– Lae Phanda, Yokota AB

“Great music.”
– Refugio Lopez, Camp Zama

“Programs, which give the members 
a lot in return for their membership 
dues paid.”

– Carl E Howard, Yokota AB

“Seafood buffett and Sunday 
Brunch are excellent and 
well-priced.”

– Jennifer Parris, 
Yokota AB

“Relaxed atmosphere.”
– Jason Funk, Yokota AB

“Best food.”
– Bernice Milton, Yokota AB

“Excellent daily lunch menu.”
– Dianne Carlow, Yokota AB

“Good food, friendly staff, can’t ask 
for more.”

– Kim Bosack, Yokota AB

“Delicious food.”
– Jacqueline Bongard, Yokota AB

“Great service during my Valentines date.”
– Steve Mena, Yokota AB

“The steak.”
– Jasmine Rubalcaba, Yokota AB

“Delicious and intimate.”
– Leslie Finley, Yokota AB

“The food and 
service is 
awesome!”

– Scott Newton, Yokota AB

Tomato and Garlic Yokosuka
“It has a great view of Yokosuka and 
the food is great.”

– Prince Delyons, Yokosuka Naval Base

New Deli
“Wonderful food and great 
atmosphere.”

– Donna Fox, Misawa AB

Camp Zama Community Club
“The club offers many options and 
it is a community club, with no rank 
involved. It’s just a place for everyone 
to go and enjoy.”

– Dennis Morgan, Camp Zama

Harbor View Club (Sasebo)
Excellent food, great service and the 
price can’t be beat!

– Emily Bergman, Sasebo Naval Base

Restaurant
Best Date-Night 

Chico’s Chop House & 
Seafood Grill (Yokota O Club) 

Officers’ Club
Best Enlisted/

Yokota 
Enlisted Club

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion
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Honorable Men tion
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“Amazing 
staff 
and the 

tastiest food in town. 
Crowd pleaser for 
sure!”

– Rosabel Lincoln, Yokota AB

“Great spread.”
– Ernie Valdez, Yokota AB

“Their selection of dishes 
surpasses all other Sunday 
brunches at other facilities.”

– Daniel Sandholzer, Yokota AB
 
“Best variety.”

– Zaida Brewer, NAF Atsugi

“The best.”
– Joy Marin, NAF Atsugi

“Elegance and variety.”
– Cassandra Thompson, 

Yokosuka Naval Base
 
“Wonderful selection.”

– John Powers, Camp Zama

“Good food.”
– Peggye Wilson, NAF Atsugi

“Lots of food and relatively cheap.”
– William Johnson, NAF Atsugi

“Amazing Food with 
expertly trained chefs.”

– John Harris, NAF Atsugi

“The food selection is very nice and the 
servers are always very friendly.”

– Margaret Zetterholm, Yokosuka Naval Base

“The best in Tokyo and closest to home.”
– Steven Fontaine, Tokyo

“Delicious food with a lot of options.”
– Krista Baerwald, Yokota AB

“So many options!”
– Erin Joseph, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Good food.”
– Vince Yagi, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Always good.”
– Craig Toyooka, Camp Zama

“Love the choices and 
the area.”
– Peggye Wilson, NAF Atsugi

“Good food.”
– Loida Alejo, 

Yokosuka Naval Base

“Large selection of a variety of foods for 
all.”

– Betty Alexander, NAF Atsugi

“Hands down one of the best selections 
of quality food of any buffet I’ve ever 
eaten at.”

– John Gilliam, Yokota AB 

“So many options, 
and the different 
levels of heat for 

curry is amazing.”
– Nicole Elliott, 

Yokosuka Naval Base

“I don’t know how locally cultural it is, 
but who doesn’t love Japanese curry? 

No one does it better than Coco’s in my 
opinion!”

– Kim Bosack, Yokota AB
 
“You can’t say no to Japanese curry.  It’s 
lovely and yummy.”

– David Rubio, MCAS Iwakuni

“Love Japanese curry.”
– Michael Ferrara, Sasebo Naval Base 

“Popular.”
– Vanessa Howard, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Great food/great service.”
– Leslie Finley, Yokota AB

“Amazing food and price.”
– Erica Buum, Yokota AB

“The hostess is very nice.”
– Aika Talavera, Sasebo Naval Base

 
“Great atmosphere for children.”

– Nicholas Trans, Yokota AB
 
“Good food and friendly staff.” 

– Tran Doan, Yokota AB

 

“Good service overall.”
– Steve Mena, Yokota AB

“Great food!”
– Susan Quick, Yokota AB

“Food for the entire family.”
– Scott Newton, Yokota AB

“Good food and it’s big.”
– Brandi Carman, Yokota AB

“Classic American food.”
– Jasmine Ruvalcaba, Yokota AB

“Love the staff.”
– Rebecca Little, Yokota AB

 
“Kid’s night is great.”

– Rosabel Lincoln, Yokota AB

“Delivers the feel of 
the States.”

– Leslie Finley, Yokota AB

Italian Gardens
“Great food. Good prices. Convenient. 
Good service!

– Harry Ganteaume, Yokosuka Naval Base

Atsugi Far East Café
“Their buffet is out of this world. The 
selection for the price and the timing 
of the event, always on a holiday, is 
unbeatable. That’s why there is always 
a long line of customers.”

– Alex Iguchi, Camp Zama

Sobatamaya
“The very best okonomiyaki and 
yakisoba!”

– Gary Saiki, MCAS Iwakuni

The New Sanno

Restaurant
Best Local Culture 

Curry House
CoCo Ichibanya

Restaurant
Best Family 

Chili’s 
(Yokota)

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Sunday Brunch
Best 



Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion
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“Loved my time at 
the Kanto.”

– Anthony Aragon, Yokota AB

 “They do the best job in getting you 
a room even if you’re just passing 
through to your next destination.”

– Gloria Barker, Yokota AB

“Nice facilities!”
– Royal LeFave, Misawa AB

“Clean and quiet.”
– Joe Anguiano, Misawa AB

“The price was great.”
– Refugio Lopez, Camp Zama

 
“Lived there for 25 days, and 
looked clean overall.”

– Steve Mena, Yokota AB

“The general 
feel of reception 

and the hours 
of operation are 
welcoming. Kanto 
Lodge also has a 
bistro in the lobby.”

– Mark Allen, Yokota AB

“Was home for almost a month!”
– Susan Quick, Yokota AB

“We stayed there more than month. 
I didn’t have any complaints.”

– Rachel Rin, Yokota AB

“Great service, clean rooms. 
Location is central to many places 
on the base.”

– Michele Jacobs, Yokota AB

“Kanto Lodge is huge; the rooms 
are clean and spacious, the beds 
comfortable.  I never heard our 
neighbors. There were good TV 
channels, a well-stocked exercise 
room, and a nice, yet small, cafe 

(snack bar) for breakfast.  
Interesting memorabilia 
in the lobby. Kind staff, 
and good parking.”

– Janelle Orth, Yokota AB

“Reservations specialists 
Satomi Hasebe & 

Toshitaka Arai go above and beyond 
to provide wonderful customer 
service.”

– Daniel Sandholzer, Yokota AB

“Convenient for flying in and out of 
Yokota AB.”

– Carl E. Howard, Yokota AB

“Very, very accommodating.”
– Harold Neiser, Yokota AB

“Facility, surrounding amenities.”
– L. Todd, NAF Atsugi

“Offers the family 
favorites from 
USA!”

– Roberto Espinoza, Camp Zama

“Tastes just like in the States.”
– Pamela Fitzgerald, Misawa AB

“Not only does it have pizza, but it has 
pasta and amazing breadsticks.”

– Shrnell Nocon, Sasebo Naval Base

“Great pizzas with plenty of cheese and 
toppings.”

– Barbara McNeil, Yokosuka Naval Base
 
“Best quality pizza.”

– Tarrie McPherson, Camp Zama

“Love to eat and have fun.”
– Peggye Wilson, NAF Atsugi

“It tastes like home Pizza Hut.”
– Abigail Sahlin, Misawa AB

“Amazing Food! ”
– John Harris, NAF Atsugi

“It’s just good! Great in the States and here 
on base.”

– William Johnson, NAF Atsugi

“Great quality pizza.”
– Ashlie Sirmans, Sasebo Naval Base

Dominos
“Dominos is by far the best pizza place 
in all of Japan. The way they prepare 
the pizza here makes it taste 5 times 
fresher than in the U.S.”

– Albert Profico, Sasebo Naval Base

Navy Gateway Inns & Suites 
(Atsugi)

“The rooms are very, very clean and 
the staff is very accommodating.  The 
maids are quick to clean and enjoy 
having conversations with you.”

– Dave Hickey, NAF Atsugi

Misawa Inn
“Big spacious rooms that have been 
updated. Very comfortable beds and 
furniture. I’ll definitely be back!”

– Aya Carlson, Yokota AB

Kanto Lodge
(Yokota)

Pizza Hut

Restaurant 
Best Pizza 

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Lodging
Best On-Base 
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“Great deal and love the breakfast.”
– William Wilcox, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Downtown Tokyo!”
– Richard Boice, Yokosuka Naval Base

 
“Amazing rooms.”

– Derron Gee, Yokosuka Naval Base
 

“Great prices & amenities.”
– Sherwanda Atkinson, Camp Zama

“In the midst of Japanese culture.”
– Juan Garcia, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Love the atmosphere, pool and 
restaurants.”

– Kara Dominguez, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Good location and great rates.”
– Yvette Jamosmos, Yokosuka Naval Base

“The location and the amenities.”
– Dennis Morgan, Camp Zama

“Hotel is conveniently located in 
Tokyo, good for sightseeing.”

– Kimi Stuckey, Camp Zama

“The décor.”
– Trina Anguiano, Misawa AB

“Convenient to all the Tokyo 
attractions, friendly staff and good 
food.”

– Mina Fujiwara, Camp Zama

“It’s right in the middle of Tokyo.”
– Ryan Publico, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Great prices, location, room 
service.”
– Gwendolyn Baxter-Oakley, Camp Zama

“Awesome place in Tokyo.”
– Peter Harranen, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Cheap and close to Roppongi.”
– Jordan Gumiran, NAF Atsugi

“Location and amenities are great.”
– Betty Alexander, NAF Atsugi

“Affordable and a great base point for 
sightseeing in Tokyo.”

– Joy Marin, NAF Atsugi

“Love the area of Tokyo.”
– Michelle Merigillano, NAF Atsugi

Tama Lodge
“Tama Hills’ cabins are an 
awesome getaway not too far away. 
Accommodations and grounds are 
top notch with lots of activities for 
everyone.”

– John Gilliam, Yokota AB

Hotel New Yokosuka
“Convenient and everything you need 
in contained in a small space ... but still 
spacious.”

– Reith Walls, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Near all the top 
places to go in 
Tokyo.”

– Nicole Elliott, 
Yokosuka Naval Base

Lodging
Best Off-Base 

The New Sanno

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion
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“Friendly 
staff, 
always 

helpful, and 
a great range of tours 
to choose from. A 
very comfortable way 
of seeing Japan with 
their help!”

– Kim Bosack, Yokota AB

“They provide a lot of 
amazing trips at an 
affordable cost. Amazing 
customer service as well!”

– Erica Buum, Yokota AB
 
“We always prefer Yokota ITT because 
quality is different.”

– Rachel Rin, Yokota AB

“Very helpful to the customers.”
– Joshua Janko, Yokota AB

“Everything is taking care of for you!”
– Rebecca Little, Yokota AB

“Lots of places you can pick.”
– Tran Doan, Yokota AB

“The staff is always willing to help find 
solutions.”

– Nicholas Trans, Yokota AB

“Offers great monthly programs and 
activities. Customer service is excellent.”

– Michele Jacobs, Yokota AB

“Great trips planned and always great 
customer service.”

– Jennifer Parris, Yokota AB

“At least one or more different trips 
going on each weekend.”

– Ryan Soares, Yokota AB

“Great choices of tours, and friendly 
staffs are able to provide many 
information about the tours and 
recommends.”

– Dianne Carlow, Yokota AB

Zama ITT
“Incredibly helpful in planning trips 
throughout SE Asia.  Larry was an 
absolute pleasure to work with!  I have 
so many amazing memories from 
wonderful vacations with the help of 
Zama ITT!”

– Michael Duers, Yokota AB

Misawa ITT
“I have been on many trips. The prices 
are great, the tour guides good and the 
bus drivers very good and safe.”

– Pamela Fitzgerald, Misawa AB

Yokota ITT

Honorable Men tion
Travel Agency

Best 
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“We have an extraordinary FSS team of 
professionals, and our goal is to provide 
world-class customer service.  We reach 

out to our customers through focus groups, 
customer surveys, and advisory committees 
to ensure we are meeting the quality 
of life needs of our outstanding Yokota 
community.”

– Paul Keenan, 
Director 374 Force Support Squadron, 

Yokota AB

“Fuji-san is one of the most majestic 
natural sights I have ever seen.  I 
never get tired of having it in our 
backyard.”

– Jennifer Parris, Yokota AB

“Mount Fuji is “awww-some”.”
– Robert Nease, Yokosuka Naval Base

“You can’t be in Japan and not see 
Mt. Fuji!  It’s my favorite mountain 
because of its beauty!”

– Debra Powers, Camp Zama

“It’s synonymous with Japan... how 
can you not see Mt. Fuji?”

– Juan Garcia, Yokosuka Naval Base

“As the Japanese say, “If you don’t 
climb Mt. Fuji, you’re a fool; if you 
climb Mt. Fuji, you’re a fool!”

– Royal LeFave, Misawa AB

“Sheer awe.”
– Kim Lemker, Yokota AB

“It’s such a symbol in Japan it’d be a 
shame to live here and never go climb 
it or see it in person.”

– William Johnson, NAF Atsugi

“The trademark of Japan. Fuji-san is a 
must-see while in Japan.”

– Sharnell Nocon, Sasebo Naval Base

“Breathtaking.”
– Dychaundra Odom, Yokosuka Naval Base

“The only place you can’t miss while 
in Japan.”

– Bowen Liu, Yokosuka Naval Base

“You have to climb the famous 
mountain while you are here!”

– Jhoana Jimenez, Yokosuka Naval Base

“Best climb, ever beautiful scenery.”
– Zaida Brewer, NAF Atsugi

“It’s the tallest mountain in Japan and 
it’s just breathtaking.”

– Nicole Elliott, Yokosuka Naval Base

Tsukiji Fish Market (Tokyo)
“You have to get up early for this. 
The fish market is a must-see.  Good 
seafood and sushi restaurants.  Get 
there early and get in line.”

– Mina Fujiwara, Camp Zama

Kyoto
“Truly one of the most amazing 
cultural spots in all of Japan. So much 
history, sights and beauty in such a 
peaceful setting!”

– Kim Bosack, Yokota AB

“That is one of the 
most beautiful 
places in the 

world.”
– Diane Heard, NAF Atsugi

Attraction
Best Must-See 

Mount Fuji

Yokota FSS

Honorable Men tion
Honorable Men tion

MWR/FSS/MCCS
Best 
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“I believe that in order to appreciate 
Okinawa as it is now, you need to 
understand and appreciate Okinawa 

as it was in the past. A visit to Peace 
Memorial Park will help you learn this.”

– Lesa Klauer, Kadena (COMFLEACT)

As the old adage goes, the more things change, the more 
they stay the same. On Okinawa this year, the number of 
votes definitely changed (many more). But as far as the 

winners went, not so much.
Of the 20 categories that carried over from last year, 17 have 

repeat winners. If this were many other things, the repetitive 
results might make for a boring outcome. In terms of the Best of 
the Pacific, this only adds to the credibility of the back-to-back 
winners. 

This included the best AFN DJ – SSgt Tory Cusimano from 
the Morning Show. The talented Cusimano has clearly made a 
lot of fans during his time on the Okinawa airwaves. Kadena’s 
Jon Miller says, “Hands down the best DJ on AFN The Eagle 
89.1. Good music and discussion that is enjoyable while driving 
in your car or listening at work. Couldn’t be any better.”

Congrats to the first-time champs of their respective 
categories. B.C. Motors took the crown as Best Place to Buy a 
Car, while Kadena’s Shogun Inn was voted the Best On-Base 
Lodging. As for the Best Off-Base Festival/Event, the people 
spoke. This year you chose the Orion Beer Fest/Okinawa City 
Eisa Fest. Local beer and dancing – sounds like a good time! 
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Camp Foster Post Exchange
“The Foster store has a personal touch 
and has outstanding customer service. 
I feel at home when I shop there.”  

– Lynn Thompson, Camp Foster

Camp Kinser Exchange
“They are fast, reliable, kind-hearted 
people and it feels like family when you 
go there.”

– Aaron Pickens, Camp Kinser“Biggest and best 
selection for all of 
your “Americanized” 

merchandise needs...
when Amazon just isn’t 
fast enough for ya!”

– Patrick Covington, Torii Station

“Kadena has the best and largest 
selection on Island! They run great 
sales and promotions throughout the 
year and keep a well-stocked store.”

– Amanda Nothstine, Kadena AB

“Being a large BX they carry a wider 
variety of things. Its location also 
plays a part, it is in the same area as 
the Kadena Commissary, and has the 
barber, hair salon, and food court all 
together.”

– Jessica Poppell, Kadena AB

“They always have a good 
selection. The store is usually 
well stocked, and if I can’t find 
what I’m looking for, they will 
let me fill out a form and they 
will call me when it arrives. We 

also like the food court that is 
attached. There are a wide variety 

of food options. Since we drive 
from Yaka/Kin area we usually eat 
lunch or dinner before shopping.”

– Heather McQuillan, Camp Hansen

“Because it is really big and has fresh 
fruit all the time!”

– Matthew Miller, Camp Foster

“They have more brands than other 
exchanges, especially a larger Calvin 
Klein selection.”

– Amanda Butler, Camp Kinser

“Best selection. Friendly, helpful staff.”
– Leslie Maddox, Camp McTureous

“Close location, easy to find 
everything, extended variety.”

– Mariana Guiu, White Beach

“The Kadena Exchange is well laid out 
and spacious. All of the departments 
are located in one building, which 
is convenient. I appreciate the new 
merchandise and the clearance sales 
on the older items. Customer service 
at the Kadena Exchange is also 
superior.”

– Maghan Spring, MCAS Futenma

“Kadena is the biggest with the 
most variety of merchandise. 
They have a great makeup 
section. Even the people at 
customer service are great 
and willing to help. One lady 
spent 20 minutes trying to 
find the matching part of a child’s set 
and came up empty handed. Even 
though we had no luck, she actually 
helped and looked for me. So sweet!”

– Roxanne Patlan, Camp Kinser

“As an adult male who isn’t 19 years 
old, I just felt the Kadena exchange 
had a better selection of clothing 
to choose from. The layout of the 
audio/video section is much better 
presented than elsewhere.”

– Len Houston, Camp Foster

“Great department store, Japanese 
kiosks and food court.”

– Terrel Galloway, Camp Foster

“The facilities are always clean and 
the staff is always friendly and helpful; 
particularly in the customer service 
area.”

– Sarah Butler, Kadena AB

“Way more selection of things, more 
events held and bigger.”

– Lacey Ramos, Camp Courtney

“Biggest selection, most brands, well 
stocked.”

– Mark Morton, Camp Schwab

“It’s got the largest selection on island 
as well as the greatest amount of 
coupons offered by the military store.”

– Bassma Harajli, Camp Courtney

“It is a one-stop-shop for all of your 
daily needs, and you could get a bite 
or two at the food court.”

– Justin Fields, White Beach

“Variety of selection available and 
hours is great! Don’t have to rush 
before they close.”

– Thomas Martinez, Camp Schwab

“It is the biggest and has the fastest 
haircut line.”

– Hunter Johnson, Camp Kinser

“There is everything you could 
possibly need in one local spot. Every 
store is spotless, well stocked and the 
customer service is courteous and 
helpful.”

– Melody Hughes, Kadena AB

“It’s a full size mall! With name 
brand stores, amazing food court, 

and a grocery store. Just to name 
a few of the awesome things this 

mall has.”
– Alonso Espinoza, Camp Kinser

“The mall has many options for 
stores and all of the workers there are 
very courteous. Also they have very 
reasonably priced stores.”

– Holly Black, Kadena AB

“It’s a one stop shop location. 
You can shop for groceries, 
clothing, 100 yen items and 
grab lunch or dinner in one 
location.”

– Shelly Johnson, Camp Foster

“Great family atmosphere and 
American stores makes you feel like 
being stateside.”

– Joseph Espinosa, Camp Foster

“The largest shopping mall in the 
area; lots of choices for the nearby 
military community.”

– Karl Franklyn, Camp Foster

“Because everything is all in one spot 
and they have maps so you know 
which floor has what store. I have a 
more likely chance of finding things 
my size there also. It has great food, 
and will give you that stateside mall 
feel.”

– Ronald Lewis, Camp Hansen

“This new mall is the best place in 
Japan to shop.  The location is perfect 
and the restaurants are always great.”

– Freddie Watts, Camp Kinser

“Has everything an American mall 
has.”

– Kameron Read, Torii Station

“Relatively new, upscale mall with 
great mix of traditional Japanese and 
modern western shops.”

– Sean Jersey, Kadena AB

“What is there not to like.  Has 
everything.  Lots of parking.  Great 
grocery store.  Nice wine selection. 
Close to Plaza housing.”

– William McGinnis, Torii Station

“Wide selection food, and Japanese & 
English movies.”

– Tiera Patterson, Camp Hansen

100 Yen Store (Daiso)
“They always have cute and practical 
things for a reasonable price. Some 
items aren’t 100 yen, but they are well 
cheaper than you would find elsewhere, 
yet without losing in quality of the 
item.” 

– Ciera Morgan, Camp Foster

“This mall was the 
closest I’ve felt to 
being in America 

in my last 9 years 
overseas.”

– Guy Moore, Camp Foster

Kadena Base Exchange

Honorable Men tion

Shopping
Best Off-Base 

Aeon Mall 
Okinawa Rycom

Honorable Men tion

Exchange
Best 
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“They are so nice and 
friendly it almost 
makes you want to 

buy another car from 
them, even if you do not 
need one.  Their service is 
super as well.  If you have 
a 2 o’clock appointment, 
your car is on the lift and 
being serviced at 2.  I 
broke my car CD player 
and they fixed it for free.  
Best car dealer around.”

– William McGinnis, Torii Station

“They were very helpful and had a 
large selection. When I offered them 
a price, they countered with an even 
LOWER price!”

– Kellie Cowan, Kadena (COMFLEACT)

“2-year warranty, great service and 
great value.  I have bought 5 cars from 
them.  Highly recommended.”

– Mark Allen, Camp Courtney

“They make it easy and you don’t have 
to do anything but drive the car and 
pay for it. Great selection too, with so 
many locations. Nice employees, too.”

– Heather Miles, Camp Hansen

“Warranty and payment plan 
available.”

– Katie Buell, Kadena AB

“No hassles, quick sales, lots of 
inventory.”

– Anseth McKeague, Kadena AB

“They offered 2 years of warranty in 
case anything happened to the car. 
None of the other auto shops I looked 
at did.”

– Holly Black, Kadena AB

“We have bought 3 cars from 
this enterprise.  Prices are always 
negotiable.  The staff gives 150% to 
each and every customer.”

– Lesa Klauer, Kadena (COMFLEACT)

“Everyone here worked with us, 
never tried to push a car on us like 
salesmen would do back in the States. 
They made sure we were taken care 
of and that all of our questions were 
answered.”

– Joe Ramirez, Kadena AB

“Myself and others received good 
deals and good service.”

– Greg Roberts, Torii Station

“Because they have a lot of variety, the 
insurance is great and their cars are 
great for used cars.”

– Brooke Roberts, Camp Schwab

“What you see is what you get. 
Honest and decent cars for a good 
price. No hidden fees!!”

– Katherine Sable, Camp Courtney

“Good reputation and fair prices.”
– Andrew Chen, Camp Courtney

“Decently priced, payment includes 
warranty, new JCI & insurance.”

– Kaylin Yeung, Camp Kinser

“Everyone is very friendly. It’s 
convenient to base when you don’t 
have a car, and all the extras they 
include in the price.”

– Rachel Griswold, Kadena AB

“They stick by their word.”
– Edward Adade, Kadena AB

“AU set me up with brand new 
phone, perfect payment plan to fit me 
and answered any questions I had. 
Employees were smiling and very 
courteous.”

– Tyler Aldridge, Kadena AB

“Easy to work with.”
– Kimberly Stone, Camp Foster

“Availability of service Island wide, 
cost of family plans.”

– Roy Paul, Chibana

“They help you with 
everything and answer any 
questions.”

– Elhiany Hernandez-cruz, Kadena AB

“Coverage is impeccable and service 
is top notch.”

– Len Houston, Camp Foster

“It’s the choice we made and we have 
never had a problem.”

– Shawna Arno, Camp McTureous

“Good value and customer service.”
– Cynthia Walker, Camp Hansen

“Good phones to choose from and 
most people have them, so free 
talking from au to au.”

– Charnay Fitzpatrick, Kadena AB

“I like that instead of being charged 
for extra data usage, you just get 
slow internet when you go over your 

allotted amount. I also love 
the promotions that AU 
offers.”
– Carmen Thornton, Camp Foster

“Best deal and you are able to take 
phone back to the States after it’s 
unlocked.”

– Carlin Walker, Camp Foster

“Always works in Japan, everyone 
speaks English.”

– Natalie Bartoy, Kadena AB

“Haven’t had problems since I bought 
the phone.”

-– Ming Ni, Kadena AB

“I’ve yet to have any coverage issues. 
Been with them for almost three 
years.”

– David Charlot, Camp Foster

“AU has been my provider for 6 years.  
No complaints.”

– Miguel Navarro, Camp Hansen

“Frequently have promotions and 
give you $50 when you bring in a new 
customer.”

– Justin Schwartz, Kadena AB

“I have never had issues with calls or 
texts.”

– Caleb Oliver, Camp Foster

“Great internet connection.”
– Brandi Hardwick, Kadena AB

Payless Motors
“Don is incredibly helpful and kind. 
He’s always quick to respond to my 
needs. Love the kids play area inside, 
too.”

– Alicia Siegel, Camp Foster

“From Okinawa to 
mainland, au has 
never been out of 

service or had a weak 
signal.”

– Caira Spenrath, Kadena AB

B.C. Motors

au (KDDI)

Service
Best Cell Phone 

Honorable Men tion
Car Sales

Best 
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“Most relaxing place 
period.”

– Chris Lyncker, Kadena AB

“I love camping there.”
– Jovi Ogoy, Camp Foster

“Most resort-like.”
– Denise Navarro, Kadena AB

“Great place for the price.”
– Michael Cauthon, Camp Courtney

“Variety of stuff to do and away from 
the “city life.”

– Jenny C. Kadena AB

“Best location on island.”
– Ann Yi, Kadena AB

“It’s a great recreational facility for 
ourselves and our military families 
to spend some great time with water 
activities at a very reasonable budget 
for our military income.”

– Isaac Rodriguezperez, Camp Butler

“I love to take my family 
there for weekend trips.  It is 
far enough away that we feel 
like we are on vacation, but 
close enough to head home 
when we are tired.  They have 

everything we need for fun 
camping and food for those 
times where grilling is not 

cutting it! They have helped me 
jump start my car a few times.  I 
am a single mom and they make 
my vacations easy.  I love the park 

by the family camping area and the 
hiking trails!

– Cary Chase, Camp Foster

“Relaxing and well maintained, great 
for a weekend away!”

– Maureen Rosenblatt, Kadena AB

“Great service and a great getaway 
without breaking the bank.”

– Natalie Steele, Camp Foster

“The venue that you can utilize, is far 
better that anything located near the 
base.”

– Nat Moore, Camp Courtney

“It is such a great escapism place. Very 
peaceful, reasonable and pretty.”

– Lyn King-Sisco, Kadena AB

“Jet skis.”
– Kylie Tefft, Camp McTureous

“Nice place to relax. Activities are 
priced well and fun.”

– Rufino Gomez, Camp Butler

“Nice off-the-beaten-path recreation.”
– Rafal Klimek, retired

“Lots of activities, family friendly and 
beautiful beaches.”

– Laura Maquilon, Kadena AB

“Relaxing atmosphere, great activities, 
friendly staff.”

– Jeff Williamson, Kadena AB

“Okuma is a great getaway from the 
hustle and bustle of the southern part 
of the island.”

– Nathan McReynolds, Kadena AB

“This part of the island was the first 
place that the wife and I went to and 
shall keep going for the next 3 years 
here on the island.  Yes. It’s that good.”

– Giovanni Natale, Kadena AB

“Greens are always well kept. A 
nice solid course for veterans 
and beginners alike.”

– Robert Swanson, Camp Kinser

“The best upkeep, greens 
and fairways are maintained 

very well.  Course overall is 
exemplary.”

– Lesa Klauer, Kadena (COMFLEACT)

“Great customer service. Best greens 
to play on.”

– Martin Manuel, 
Camp Kinser

“Difficult course yet very 
nice to play.”
– Becca Braham, Kadena AB

“Well maintained, decent 
price.”
– Michael Burch, Kadena AB

“Free clinics.”
– Danielle North, 
MCAS Futenma

“It’s a nice layout and is convenient. 
Not as many lost golf balls.”

– Lyn King-Sisco, Kadena AB

“Brick oven pizzas.”
– Carmen Thornton, Camp Foster

“Good fairways, nice greens, 
challenging course.”

– Jeff Williamson, Kadena AB

“Nice, big, inexpensive.”
– Lacy Rasmussen, Kadena AB

“Great views, close to everything.”
– Maryanne Tirinnanzi, Camp Lester

“Convenient, inexpensive, 
well-maintained, fun course.”

– Clyde Burton, Camp Kinser

“Great service. Beautiful course 
that is well taken care of by friendly 
and supportive staff and quality 
equipment to be used.”

– Dustin Klebs, Kadena AB

“Prettiest and most forgiving course. 
And the greens are well maintained.”

– Damian O’Neill, Camp Lester

“It’s close and a good course.”
– Donald Harp, Camp Foster

“They offer great tournaments!”
– Julia Mack, Kadena AB

White Beach
“I like it because it is more secluded 
and a great place to get your gear and 
enjoy a beautiful weekend.”

– Mark Allen, Camp Courtney

Torii Beach
“Torii Beach has clean and beautiful 
facilities! My kids love the water slide, 
while my husband and I enjoy the nice 
outdoor dining set on the beach.”

– Maghan Spring, MCAS Futenma

Taiyo Golf Course
“Course layout is challenging, and 
we love to eat at Taiyo Steakhouse 
afterwards.”

– Amanda Butler, Camp Kinser

Okuma Recreation Annex

Banyan Tree 
Golf Course

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Golf Course
Best 

Outdoor Rec
Best 
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BEST OF THE PACIFIC   2017–1830

NAME: SSgt Tory Cusimano
AGE:  27
HOMETOWN:  Denver, Co.

Q: You’ve won this award two 
years in row. What’s the key to 

your success?

A: If there’s one thing that’s been 
the key, it’s perseverance. See, 

when I first started trying to bribe 

people to vote for me, I was met 
with cries of “Tory Cusimano? Who’s 
that girl?” and “Hey man, get out of 
my yard.” It was disheartening. But 
I never gave up, and a couple years 
and several thousand dollars later, 
you’re looking at a two-time champ.

Q: You seem to really enjoy what 
you do. What makes it so fun?

A: I’m not sure who you’ve been 
talking to, but we rarely have 

fun on my show. I try to keep it as 
humorless as possible. Imagine 
someone reading the dictionary out 
loud while your little sister struggles 
to play the clarinet. That’s more or 
less what my show sounds like.

Q: When you were a kid, did you 
dream of being a DJ?

A: I hadn’t really thought about 
it, until one night when I 

was young three ghostly figures 
appeared before me: Casey Kasem, 
Wolfman Jack, and Alan Freed. 

They took me on a journey through 
a dark, colorless world where DJs 
didn’t exist. Humanity had turned 
into joyless robots and only listened 
to smooth jazz. It was then that I 
knew I had a mission in life… to be a 
DJ. To not let live radio die.

Q: Where do you see yourself in 
five years?

A: Well, I was recently e-mailed 
by the prince of a secret 

country who happens to be a fan of 
my show, and he told me if I sent 
him my social security number I 
could go stay there any time. So I’ll 
probably go check that out for a few 
years at least. Ah, the perks of fame.

Q: What advice would you give 
others who are thinking about 

becoming DJs?

A: I’d refer them to the scene in 
Billy Madison where the kid in 

the hat tells Billy he can’t wait to go 
to high school.

Afternoon Show 
Cpl Averi Coppa

“She makes me laugh any time I hear 
her on the radio.”

– Lesa Klauer, Kadena (COMFLEACT)

Morning Show 
Cpl Jack Gnosca

“He just does an awesome job of 
waking me up and getting me started 
to a great day!”

– Jennifer Matthews, Camp McTureous

“He plays the best music and has 
flair+charisma. I’ve never fan-girled so 
hard in my life.”

– Leslie Maddox, Kadena AB

“Candid guy, his jokes bring my 
spirits up.”

– James Wahl, Camp Foster

“Hands down the best DJ on AFN The 
Eagle 89.1. Good music and discussion 
that is enjoying while driving in your 
car or listening at work. Couldn’t be 
any better.”

– Jon Miller, Kadena AB

“Although he has been promoted, it has 
not reduced his continued ability to be 
the funniest joker on the radio.  His dry 
sense of humor is great!”

– Patrick Covington, Torii Station

“He has natural talent for radio.”
– Mariah Orta, Camp Foster

“He has the radio voice that gets your 
attention.”

– Blair Poitra-Duchesne, Kadena AB

“Smooth operator! Great timing, funny 
and has a plan every morning!”

– Jeanne White, Camp Foster

“Most interesting content and stays on 
topic.”

– Kelli Kreider, Camp Shields

“He has great persona and brightens up 
my mornings.”

– Andrew Chen, Camp Courtney

“Because he is very enthusiastic about 
what he does, and his geeky side really 
lightens up any conversation.”

– Joseph Burby, Kadena AB

“Most professional and interesting 
personality.”

– Lori Caldwell, Camp Foster

“Because of his soothing, deep voice.”
– Christopher Thompson, Kadena AB

“Great radio voice and rapport with 
guests.”

– Carrie Young, Kadena AB

“The guy’s a beast on the radio.”
– Greg Johnson, Kadena (COMFLEACT)

“This is the most difficult choice, 
because they’re all pretty great!  I 
resonate more with the “nerdy” aspects 
of the shows, though.”

– Kayleigh Owen, Camp Foster

Morning Show 

SSgt Tory Cusimano

Honorable Men tion

AFN Personality
Best 
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“Can’t beat the 
Karaoke and 
glow-in-the-

dark bowling. Best 
around.”

– Robert Swanson, Camp Kinser

“It is a fun place to get together 
with friends and spend time 

together and it is real close to my 
house.”

– Holly Black, Kadena AB

“It’s so nice and the food is actually 
really good for bowling alley food.”

– Shawna Arno, Camp McTureous

“The lights, music, and music videos 
are fun for all ages.”

– Sarah Butler, Kadena AB

“So nice to have a large space to have 
parties and the food is great!”

– Christina Vijil, Camp Foster

“Family friendly atmosphere, 
fun, and food all under one 
roof.  Great for rainy day or 
TLF/transition entertainment 
for us and our kids.”

– Sean Jersey, Kadena AB

“Great staff, good food, and 
awesome bowling.”

– Joseph Freeman, Kadena AB

“Karaoke bowling.”
– Rodney James, MCAS Futenma

“Great place for field trips. Beautifully 
organized.”

– Cecile McKnight, Kadena AB

“Neon bowling with beer.”
– Justin Schwartz, Kadena AB

“This bowling alley is huge. Perhaps the 
largest I’ve seen. They have great food, 
and a shop with balls of great design.”

– Sherena Williams, Kadena AB

“Food is good, and has a private party 
room for birthday’s. I like the themes 
and is next to the Skoshi. When I asked 
for information for the private party 
room, the lady was EXTREMELY 
helpful! There is no doubt, I would go 
back to Emery Lanes.”

– Danny Buccat, Kadena AB

“Great chicken wings.”
– Joel Browne, Kadena AB

“Everything is here. 
The volunteers 
are amazing 

and the services 
meet community 
needs. An amazing 
organization”

– Chelsea Cole-Fletcher, 
Kadena AB

“My kids love using the computers 
here.”

– Richelle Cunanan, Camp Foster 

“Friendly! Good coffee!”
– Jeanne White, Camp Foster

“Had our son’s first birthday there 
and they were great to work with.”

– Rambo Gant, Kadena AB

“The staff is always so very nice and 
I love how busy the place always is. 
Teens, families, ladies chatting over 
coffee, a game on the TV from the 
States. It’s home away from home!”

– Melody Hughes, Kadena AB

“They took care of me and 
provided fantastic service!”

– Tyler Aldridge, Kadena AB

“Spacious, lots of services 
offered.”

– Thomas Seiffert, Kadena AB

“They really go above and beyond 
to provide a great place for our 
service members to go.”

– Mark Allen, Camp Courtney

“Comfortable, inviting atmosphere 
with multi-purpose rooms and 
frequent family events.”

– Brandy Hawley, Torii Station

“Because they are the greatest. 
Very nice and attentive staff and 
volunteers. Love them!”

– Grace Cummings, Kadena AB

“Pancakes!!!”
– Richard Holguin, Kadena AB

“Nice couches to watch big events.”
– Clyde Burton, Camp Kinser

“Dungeons and Dragons events.”
– Joel Browne, Kadena AB

“This has been 
a favorite 
since I was a 

child. I currently 
take my son there 
every year (he’s 
13 now).”

– Natalie Steele, Camp Foster

“So much fun and culture.”
– Karen Flores, Camp Foster

“So much for every age and 
so close.  Food, culture, 
party, etc.”

– Cary Chase, Camp Foster

“Great time, good food and 
beer. Also there are fireworks.”

– Michael Burch, Kadena AB

“Beer, food and fireworks with friends.”
– De Vallion Piper Sr., Camp Courtney

“Food, drinks and music...enough said.”
– Anseth McKeague, Kadena AB

“Um, have you been yet?  It’s fantastic.”
– Holly Willenbrock, Torii Station

“It’s so good once it hits your lips.”
– Peter Grooms, Kadena AB

“A lot of fun! A lot of people!”
– Natalie Bartoy, Kadena AB

“Still going strong, cultural, beer 
fest is fun & fairly unique in 
Okinawa”

– Dawn Schubkegel, Kadena AB
 
“Orion beer!”

– Richard Holguin, Kadena AB

“Been a couple of times and very fun.”
– Trish Maiatico, Camp Foster

“Great show and the best opportunity 
to experience the culture.  And the beer 
is great!”

– Stephanie Keith, Camp Foster

“Beer + Fest = perfection.”
– Joseph Ball, Camp Butler

 “Meet a lot of nice people.”
– Adam Mitchell, Camp Foster

“Lots of eisa and lots of beer.”
– Duane Burk, MCAS Futenma

Naha Tug of War
“Amazing and fun experience to see 
so many people come together and 
compete.”

– Russell Lee, Camp Courtney

Dragon Boat Race
“Oh man, another difficult choice!  I 
think I like the Dragon Boat racing 
in Naha during Golden Week best 
because the last day involves the best 
racers. It’s awesome to see the Kinser 
Ladies Dragon Boat team compete!”

– Owen Kayleigh, Camp Foster 

Camp Courtney
“The staff is awesome and welcoming. 
Always willing to go out their way for 
service members and dependents. They 
host a lot of events and are involved 
with everyone and all events. It’s a place 
that Marines and families can come 
and interact and relax.”

– Jazmine Collazo, Camp Courtney

 Foster Bowling Center
“The staff at Foster Bowling Center is 
always kind and ready to serve (not 
distracted). We appreciate the many 
lanes, good food and my teens like to 
jukebox!”

– Meghan Spring, MCAS Futenma

Honorable Men tion

Orion Beer Fest / 
Okinawa City Eisa Fest

Emery Lanes (Kadena)

USO Kadena

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Off-Base Event
Best 

Bowling Alley 
Best 

USO Center 
Best 
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“Best brunch 
choices on 
the island! 

Wide variety of 
seafood vegetarian 

options, sushi, 
desserts and traditional 

American foods!”
– Brittany Cruson, Camp Kinser

“It has more options than just 
the O Club inside the facility. 
The breakfast restaurant is a 
frequented place for us. We like 
the bar area to eat our breakfast 
in peace and we let our son run 
around.”

– Beverly Chester, Camp Foster

“Lets everyone in and plays best 
music, plus good food and pizza”

– Monique Milani, Kadena AB

“Seafood buffet.”
– Michael Cato, Camp Schwab

“The food at the cafe/diner is 
yummy and affordable.”

– Mariah Orta, Camp Foster

“Sunday brunch is amazing.”
– Fred Schreiber, Torii Station 

“Been here for 
several events, 
both informal 
and formal.  
Always received 
fabulous, 
friendly service 
& a good value for our 
money.”
– Sean Jersey, Kadena AB

“Their weekend breakfast is 
amazing.”

– Amy Wiese, Camp Schwab

“Outstanding cafe and wait staff.”
– Steven Pretat, Retired USAF NCO

“It is the famous meet and greet 
club of the world!”
– Maryanne Tirinnanzi, Camp Lester

“Superb offerings all-around.”
– Scott Schubkegel, Kadena AB

“The best Sunday morning 
brunch ever.”

– Cecile McKnight, Kadena AB

“Two words: crab legs!!!”
– Susan Morris, Kadena AB

“Serious flavor, serious value.”
– Leslie Maddox, Camp McTureous

“Sam’s offers a very intimate setting and 
the food is reasonable price.”

– Nat Moore, Camp Courtney

“The mood is romantic, the food is 
a little pricey but so so worth it! This 
continues to be one of my favorite 
restaurants.”

– Carmen Thornton, Camp Foster

“It’s very romantic and good food.”
– Patricia Merino, Camp Foster

“Location location location”
– John Jackson, Kadena AB

“Ambiance and great food!”
– Nelson Youngblood, Kadena AB

“Classy by the water dining. 
Absolutely amazing waiters and 
waitresses that are consistently 
checking on you. Prices a little high 
but food is good”

– Justin Moran, Kadena AB

“Delicious food right off of the water”
– Justin Schwartz, Kadena AB

“Delicious seafood and friendly staff.”
– Abbey Bauman, Camp Kinser

“Love the atmosphere.”
– Andrea Huard, Kadena AB

“Ambiance is very good. Very romantic.”
– Richelle Cunanan, Camp Foster

“Great seafood, quaint setting.”
– Thomas Seiffert, Kadena AB

“Soooooo much food! And so delicious”
– John Parker, N/A

“Beautiful, fancy, 
great quality of 
food with decent 

prices, friendly 
staff and a great 

atmosphere perfect for 
a date night.”

– Dustin Klebs, Kadena AB

Kadena 
Off cers’ Club

Officers’ Club
Best Enlisted/

Palms (Hansen)
“Great food, especially prime rib on 
Fridays and Saturdays!”

– Christina Green, MCAS Futenma

Havana’s (Torii)
“Food is awesome, fresh hot and tasty.
Service is outstanding!”

– Dana Bovender, Camp Kinser

Honorable Men tion

Restaurant
Best Date Night 

Sam’s by the Sea

Seaside Ristorante
“Excellent food. Beautiful location. 
Great customer service.” 

– Dawn Schubkegel, Kadena AB

Four Seasons
“For a date night it offers a close and 
cozy ambiance and is entertaining and 
tasty!”

– Colton Schwader, Camp Foster

Honorable Men tion
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“Clean, quiet, great food, price and 
convenience.”

– Jon Miller, Kadena AB

“Who doesn’t love Chilis!?”
– Kim Viotti, Camp Kinser

“Close to home, everyone likes the 
menu”

– Jessica Klaiber, Kadena AB

“American-style food, simple sit down 
for 3 kids”

– Heather McQuillan, Camp Hansen

“Great staff and feel of being home.”
– Cary Chase, Camp Foster

“Friendly atmosphere, alcoholic 
beverages for parents, and my 
daughter loves the food!”

– Carmen Thornton, Camp Foster

“Choices for everyone, fantastic food 
and service.”

– Lacy Rasmussen, Kadena AB

“Kid-friendly atmosphere.”
– Nathan McReynolds, Kadena AB

“Convenient and authentic.”
– Ming Ni, Kadena AB

“Kids can be loud and it doesn’t hurt 
anyone’s feelings.”

– Justin Wheeler, Kadena AB

“Large portions, plenty of seating.”
– Duane Burk, MCAS Futenma

“All-you-can-eat crab 
and steak and sushi. 
Need I say more?”

– Heather Miles, Camp Hansen

“Lots of food, good prices.”
– David Mowbray, Camp Courtney

“Best place to be on Sunday with 
family.”

– Ann Yi, Kadena AB

“Shrimp and crabs, AYCE!”
– Patrick Covington, Torii Station 

“Crab. Legs!!”
– Maureen Rosenblatt, Kadena AB

“Great food (crab legs, 
smoked salmon, etc.)”

– Natalie Steele, Camp Foster

“Has unlimited mimosas.”
– Carlin Walker, Camp Foster

“Unlimited crab legs.”
– Brandon Kelly, Kadena AB 

“Most options for breakfast available.”
– Brittany Cruson, Camp Foster

“An old favorite that offers a great 
value for the whole family.”

– Robert Swanson, Camp Kinser

“The buffet offers a wide variety 
of good food and crab legs.”

– Gemma Doctolero, Camp Foster

“Great food selection, mimosas, crab 
legs, sushi +++”

– Dawn Schubkegel, Kadena AB

“Love the buffet they have on Sundays.”
– Destini Lewis, Kadena AB

“Best food in town.”
– Lynn Thompson, Kadena AB

“Best for the money/crab legs/
mimosas.”

– Scott Schubkegel, Kadena AB

“Awesome unlimited food.”
– Paul Brown, Camp Hansen

“We go there every Sunday after 
church.”

– Gina Brooks, Kadena AB

“By far the most 
popular place to 
eat for American 

military.”
– Kameron Read, Torii Station

“It’s COCO’s!!!!!”
– James Wahl, Camp Foster

“Everyone loves CoCo’s. Excellent 
food that is served expeditiously 
and has an taste that is out of this 
world. CoCo’s curry is the best!”

– Jon Miller, Kadena AB

“Coco’s is so easy to go to and has 
something for everyone! It’s so 
good. I usually get two sides of 
eggplant with my chicken cutlet 
curry. Delicious!”

– Roxanne Patlan, Camp Kinser

“Can’t beat Coco’s Curry.”
– Kent Grubbs, Camp Foster

“Its ingrained in Okinawan culture 
for Americans to have Coco’s. 
When you ask someone about 
Okinawa, Coco’s is always one of 
the first things mentioned.”

– Andrew Chen, Camp Courtney

“Fast becoming the favorite place 
to grab a quick bite.”

– Robert Swanson, Camp Kinser

 “Delicious and everywhere.”
– Isaac Rodriguezperez, Camp Butler

“First time eating curry and it was 
amazing.  ”

– Jessica Adams, Camp Courtney

“It’s a must have when living on 
Okinawa.”

– Dustin Klebs, Kadena AB

“If you like curry or are on the 
fence, this is the curry place to 
go to.”

– Destini Lewis, Kadena AB

“Awesome food 
and makes me feel 
like I’m back in the 

States.”
– Tyler Aldridge, Kadena AB

Ramen Arashi (Kagetsu)
“Arashi’s! In one restaurant, you can use 
a ticket machine to order your food, sit 
on tatami mats and have some of the 
BEST ramen, gyoza and fried rice on 
the island.”

– Maghan Spring, MCAS Futenma

Honorable Men tion

Chili’s

Restaurant
Best Family 

Sunday Brunch
Best 

Kadena 
Off cers’ Club

Restaurant
Best Local Culture 

Curry House
CoCo Ichibanya

Butler Officers’ Club
“Nice choices and delicious foods.”

–  Rufino Gomez, Camp Butler

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion
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“Spicy sicilian with bacon & 
stuffed crust is critical to 
our typhoon survival prep.”

– Brandon Kelly, Kadena AB

“Most American I’ve had here.”
– Matthew Miller, Camp Foster

“Like the personal pizza and pasta.”
– Ann Yi, Kadena AB

“Super customer service, have always 
been a fan of the pan crust.”

– Guy Moore, Kadena AB

“Amazing pizza. Always adds extra 
pepperoni for free.”

– Elijah Bergevin, Camp Foster

“Fast and simple.”
– Katherine Sable, Camp Courtney

“Three words: That Buttery Crust.”
– Chelsea Cole-Fletcher, Kadena AB

“Feel of home.”
– John Jackson, Kadena AB

“Pizza Hut has the most 
tender crust of any of the 
pizza pies we have ordered 
here. We have had a good 
experience with their 
customer service as well.”

– Maghan Spring, MCAS Futenma

“Delivers to the barracks.”
– Thomas Hickey, MCAS Futenma

“Online ordering and they deliver!  
Great pizza, sides, and desserts!”

– Stephanie Keith, Camp Foster

“They worked really well with us when 
arriving to the island and needed a 
pet-friendly room for longer than we 
originally thought.”

– Jessica Klaiber, Kadena AB

“The proximity to the BX, pool, 
commissary, and library cannot be beat 
when first arriving on island and being 
without a car.”

– Sarah Butler, Kadena AB

“Very clean, best service I ever had! Also 
affordable price and they always 
cleaned our room, so it was like 
coming to a new home every day! 
Best lodging experience ever, 
would rate it a  5-star stay!!”

– Jermal Campbell, Kadena AB

“Best customer service.”
– Whitney Costello, Kadena AB

“Great place to crash after a night at the 
KOC.”

– De Vallion Piper Sr., Camp Courtney

“Close to everything you need.”
– Donald Walker, Camp Foster

“Very clean, well-stocked kitchen and 
great service.”

– Chelsea Cole-Fletcher, Kadena AB

“Hershey had the best building and 
location was great.”

– Melissa Crouse, Torii Station

“Great as a sponsor to place a family 
there.”

– Michael Cauthon, Camp Courtney

“I have stayed there a number of times 
and back then the TLF allowed pets so it 
was great for PCSing with them.”

– Maryanne Tirinnanzi, Camp Lester

“We stayed here when we first got to the 
island and the service was good.  The 
workers were so patient with my family 
and ensured that we had everything we 
needed.”

– Jessica Adams, Camp Courtney

“We stayed at the Shogun Inn when we 
pcs’d and it was very nice.”

– Tyler Covey, Kadena AB

“Great service. Very friendly and helpful.”
– Andy Wilhelm, Kadena AB

“Great food and beautiful interior”
– Danyelle Saboy, Kadena AB

“Clean, location, and 
the FOOD.”

– Ann Yi, Kadena AB

“Great location and 
buffet.”

– De Vallion Piper Sr., 
Camp Courtney 

“It’s a nice hotel with good 
food, nice pool, and good 
location.”

– Sarah Chang, Camp Foster

“It is nice and new.”
– Kristi Driggs, Camp Foster

“It’s really new and has 
good services.”

– Jordyn DeLeon Guerrero, 
Camp Foster

“Though quite expensive, 
the Hilton at American 

Village is beyond compare, from 
exceptional customer service to 
the cleanest hotel we have ever 
stayed at. The pools and spa are 
luxurious!”

– Maghan Spring, MCAS Futenma

“Centrally located to several bases, 
close to American Village. Clean 
and relaxing.”

– Carrie Young, Kadena AB

“Beautifully kept, the 
maids are meticulous 
and polite and the price 

is unbeatable.”
– Steven Pretat, Retired USAF NCO

“A little 
contemporary 
is good now and 

again.”
– Nathan McReynolds, Kadena AB

Pizzakaya
“They have awesome garlic knots, 
wings and beer to go along with their 
pizza! So delicious. I dip the garlic 
knots in the wing sauce. SO GOOD!

– Roxanne Patlan, Camp Kinser

Pizza Hut

Restaurant
Best Pizza 

Lodging
Best On-Base 

 Shogun Inn & Hershey TLF (Kadena)

The Hilton
(American Village)

Lodging
Best Off-Base 

Moon Beach
“We spent a couple nights there before 
departing Okinawa and it is very 
comfortable. The rooms, lobby and the 
service is great!”

– Isaac Rodriguez-Perez, Camp Butler

Eagle Lodge 
“Full kitchen, convenient location and 
accepts pets. All important for PCSing 
families.”

– Brandy Hawley, Torii Station

Honorable Men tion

Westpac Lodge (Foster) 
“We stayed there when we first PCSed 
in and the staff was very nice and the 
rooms were very spacious and clean.”

– Holly Black, Kadena AB

Courtney Lodge (Courtney)
“The staff is very knowledgeable, very 
nice and welcoming! Julie is the best!!

– Alyssa Fuller, Camp Hansen

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion
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“Their rates are the 
best we have ever 
seen on the island. 

The wife and I are so 
pleased.”

– Giovanni Natale, Kadena AB

“Very professional and 
knowledgeable.”

– Maureen Rosenblatt, Kadena AB

“The staff is friendly and helpful, 
it is cost efficient and there are 
a variety of things to see and 
do every month. I also love that 
they offer discounts to people 
new to the island; 
Such a great way to 
encourage people to 
get out and explore 
their new home.”

– Sarah Butler, 
Kadena AB

“Very friendly and helpful 
staff. So glad I could book 
my trip through them.”
– Frances Gordon, Kadena AB

 “Very easy process.”
– Joseph Freeman, Kadena AB

“Convenient and affordable.”
– Amy Prokopowicz, Kadena AB

“Friendly and work with you for 
best fit.”

– Monica Chapa, Kadena AB

“Used it for an aerial tour and it 
was great.”

– Teresa Diaz, Camp Courtney

“We book tours and discount 
plane tickets and they listen when 
you tell them exactly what you 
want.”

– Holly Black, Kadena AB

“Churami Aquarium and 
Ocean Expo Park is a 
“must-see” for anyone 

visiting the island. No 
matter your age, the whale 
sharks are awe-inspiring 
and worth the visit on 
their own. We always look 
forward to returning to the 
aquarium!”

– Maghan Spring, MCAS Futenma

“Incredible sharks and fish and 
dolphin show.”

– Brad Doles, Camp Foster

“It has everything so close. 
First you buy the oranges and 
then walk the grounds and see 
the most beautiful flowers and 
plant life and gorgeous ocean 
views, and then you take a fun 
visit to see the animals and 
shows up the road. Great fun 
for the whole family!”

– Melody Hughes, Kadena AB

“Wonderful views of the ocean, 
breathtaking sea life, and great food!”

– Brittany Cruson, Camp Kinser

“This is a must-visit location.  It 
has an amazing aquarium and a 
phenomenal dolphin show among so 
much more...”

– Vincent Bolden

 “Ninety percent of the park is free, 
which is awesome. You only pay to see 
the whales and eat at the resturant. The 
dolphin show was the best.”

– Katherine Sable, Camp Courtney

“My husband and I were able to 
schedule an appointment to swim 
with the dolphins! It was the greatest 
experience of my life.”

– Carmen Thornton, Camp Foster

“If you only have one place to go, the 
aquarium gives you the best mix of 
local culture, amazing sea life, and 
great scenery all in one location.”

– Sean Jersey, Kadena AB

“Whale sharks!!!”
– Anseth McKeague, Kadena AB

“The coolest aquarium and biggest I 
have seen.”

– Christopher Thompson, Kadena AB

“The fact that it is in the Guinness 
Book of World Records says enough!”

– Julia Mack, Kadena AB

“We shape our services to fit the 
needs of our military community 
by fostering direct open lines of 

communication with our customers, 
using their feedback to inspire change 
within our activities and programs in 

order to provide the greatest customer 
experience possible.”

– Christine Phillipp, Marketing Director,
18th Force Support Squadron

Okinawa World
“Great culture displays. It covers the 
Eisa Dance, pottery, glass blowing 
and many other things. And there’s a 
terrific cave as well as the snake show! 
All of this for a great price!”

– Richard Geiger, MCAS Futenma

Honorable Men tion

Agency
Best Travel 

MWR/FSS/MCCS
Best 

Kadena FSS

Honorable Men tion
MCCS Tours Plus

“The staff is very knowledgeable about 
their tours. They take the time to 
learn the areas to answer almost any 
question. And if they don’t know the 
answer, they are sure to find it out very 
quickly. Chris, Marina and Mark are 
the best!”

– Averi Coppa, Kadena AB

Honorable Men tion

Churaumi Aquarium 
and Ocean Expo Park

Attraction
Best Must-See 

Honorable Men tion

Kadena ITT
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“There are so many places to see and 
visit in Korea, how can I choose just 
one? We have been stationed here 

for over two years and have traveled the 
entire peninsula many times.”

– Preston Brown, Osan AB

When it comes to the Best of the Pacific, and voting in 
general, a single vote can make the difference, and in 
Korea this year, that’s exactly what happened in one 

category. 
After a two-year reign as the top Enlisted/Officers Club in Korea, 

the Osan Enlisted Club was knocked off by the Dragon Hill Lodge by 

one vote. Was it yours? 
Maybe it was Lisa Bond from Yongsan, who said: “Dragon Hill 

Lodge is the hub for Yongsan. It has plenty of restaurants, it’s 
convenient, has meeting space, a ballroom and fitness center among 
other things.”

Sounds like good reasoning to us, Lisa. 
So if you are ever debating spending the five minutes it takes to 

vote, just know that you could be the one to bring BOP glory to 
something or someone that brings you joy.

Every year we receive feedback on potential new categories you 
would like to vote on. So, this year we added the Best Bowling Alley 
at the request of you, the readers. The record number of votes in 
Korea produced the winner of the inaugural bowling alley award in 
another tight race, with MiG Alleys Bowling Center on Osan edging 
out Yongsan Lanes in a two-horse race.

Way to go get out (or on … your computer) and vote, people! The 
proof is in the results – each one of your votes mattered. 
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“Excellent workers make a visit there 
enjoyable. The staff of the Food Court 
treats you like family. The concessions 

respect you and don’t hard sell. The 
Exchange itself is seldom out of what you 
want or need.”

– Steven Tucker, Osan AB

“Because they are 
the BEST.”

– Steven Toepper, 
Daegu (Walker / Henry / George)

“As close to Walmart you can find in 
Korea.”

– Robert Waddle, Osan AB 

“Great selection at good prices.”
– Amanda Christensen, Osan AB 

“Fresh produce.”
– Jacob Alander, Camp Humphreys

 
“Close to K-16, good selection.”

– Timothy Fisher, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Many options that are not available 
on post.”

– Heather Llewelyn, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Variety and price.”
– Nathalie Steadman, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Free food tasting.”
– Candy Miraflor, 

Daegu (Walker / Henry / George)

“They have a wide variety of 
merchandise at one location.”

– Jason Reynolds, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Free parking, excellent selection, 
helpful staff.”

– Manuel Alvarez, Osan AB 

“Convenience and variety.”
– Jenny Pak, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Very good selection of products, 
and I enjoy the atmosphere.”

– John Wright, Camp Humphreys

“Cheap prices on good food.”
– Christopher Manley, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Can find things that we can’t find 
on base, especially appliances with 
Korean voltage, like heater, fan, etc.”

– Maria Anderson, Osan AB 

“Great selection.”
– Doug Cline, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Has everything you need food, 
clothes, etc.”

– Mitchell Brown, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Lots of choices and cheap.”
– Mitchel Matherne, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Convenient access.”
–  Peter Shin, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Wide variety of items for both home 
and kitchen.”

– Victor Yang, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“There are a lot around and they have 
cheap prices.”

– James Gibelin, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

Camp Casey Exchange
“They have everything that you would 
need back home. Staff is very helpful 
and friendly, and the store is laid out to 
where it makes it easy to find what you 
are looking for. If you are looking for 
a certain item, the ordering process is 
very easy.” 

– Marcus Hammett, Camp Casey

Yongsan Main Post Exchange
“It has everything I need and more. 
They have great customer service and I 
really enjoy shopping there. Well worth 
the one-hour bus trip from CRC.”

– Ricardo Rosas, Camp Red Cloud

Camp Humphreys Exchange
“It has everything and is about to get 
bigger!”

– Crystal Johnson, Yongsan Garrison

“Excellent customer service, extremely 
personable staff, very friendly, helpful 
and knowledgeable. Every visit is 
quick and easy for customers.”

– Manuel Alvarez, Osan AB

“Very friendly managers and attentive 
staff.”

– John Wright, Camp Humphreys

“It’s the biggest.”
– Mark Martin, Camp Red Cloud

“Osan is the best!”
– Bernadett Kelley, Osan AB 

 
“Great customer service.”

– Helen Stockton, Osan AB 

“They have awesome customer 
service and a great selection.”

– Lori Holmquist, Osan AB 

“They really seem to have more 
options of merchandise available.”

– Gregg Graley, Camp Carroll

“They have a lot more variety of 
seasonal clothing.”

– Jose Villarreal, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Bigger and more selections.”
– Jason Supnet, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“There is a lot and I can always find 
what I need there.”

– Alvin Aguilar, Camp Humphreys

“Big BX with huge attached food 
court (and clean) makes it a nice 
shopping experience.”

– Darrell Smith

“We were stationed in Osan 3 years 
ago and we love the selections at 
the food court. The BX has a wide 
variety of products as well.”

– Candy Miraflor, 
Daegu (Walker / Henry / George)

“Always friendly and never seems to 
be out of what I need.”

– Zachary Amspaugh, Osan AB 

“Big, has everything.”
– Ming Zhang, Camp Carroll

Osan Exchange

Shopping
Best Off-Base 

E-Mart

Honorable Men tion
Exchange

Best 
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“Lowest price 
guarantee and 
guaranteed delivery 

date.”
– Raymond Yam, Casey / Hovey

“Up-front assessments and deals to 
military members.”

– Timothy Fisher, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Selection of cars and motorcycles.”
– Michael Elmer, Casey / Hovey

“Best sales Rep. Mr. David Cruz.”
– Solyun Youn, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Great deals.”
– Jon Gardner, Casey / Hovey

“Good selection and good deals.”
– Mark Stewart, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Best deal for people PCSing back to 
the States.”

– Robert Mcnabb, Osan AB

“Customer service.”
– D’Andre Carter, 

Osan AB 

“Conveniently located on post.”
– Olga Eagle, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Helpful people and 
inexpensive.”

– Aimee Mitchell, 
Daegu (Walker / Henry / George)

“Discount for military.”
– Vicki Harris, Camp Humphreys

“They want the best cars for the 
best price.”

– Eric Anderson, Casey / Hovey

“They guarantee to offer the lowest 
price.”

– Qiuhan Li, Camp Carroll

“They have great 
connection and the best 
cellphone plans.”

– Eric Anderson, Casey / Hovey

“Good service everywhere.”
– Jazmin Cubias, Camp Humphreys

“I haven’t had any problems with them, and 
the amount that I pay for my service is very 
reasonable.”

– Lori Holmquist, Osan AB 

“Was my choice based on 
monthly data allowance and 
price, and I have not been 
disappointed.”

– Vicente Silvestre, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Supposedly the U.S. version of Verizon in 
Korea.”

– Sushil Torres, Osan AB 

“I have always been happy with the service and 
love the reliable unlimited data on my plan.”

– Joseph Zappala, Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Shopped around a couple of places and liked 
their plans.  Reasonable and the service has 
been very good.”

– Lisa Bond, Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Unlimited internet. :)”
– Candy Miraflor, Daegu (Walker / Henry / George)

“Very good service everywhere.”
– Zachary Amspaugh, Osan AB 

“Easy to start and stop.”
– Natalie Sampson, Osan AB 

“The cell phone is unlimited everything without 
hidden charges!”

– Bree Messina, Osan AB 

“Better choices in phones and a 
better plan as well as cheaper.”

– Kourtnei James, Camp Humphreys

“Best price and customer 
service.”

– Ji seop Lee, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“With Olleh, you get a 
membership card that gives you all kinds of 
discounts across Korea.  For example, you can 
get a free ice cream at Baskin Robins once a 
month with it!”

– Preston Brown, Osan AB

“Fast internet, low price.”
– Noriel Saria, Daegu (Walker / Henry / George)

“Convenience, coverage, customer service all 
excellent.”

– William McGruder

Mr. Bill’s
Because it’s okay to drive a beater and 
nobody cares … and no car payment!  
Cheap insurance.

– Lisa Bond, Yongsan Garrison

LG U+
“I was able to purchase a plan, and 
plug a SIM card into my IPhone 6S.  
This allowed for an easy transition.”

– Chris Perry, Kunsan AB

SK Telecom
”We use SK at work to support 250 
mobile devices. Great coverage, billing 
office and staff speak English.”

– Wendy Seay, U.S. Embassy Seoul

Military Auto Source

Service
Best Cell Phone 

Olleh KT

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Car Sales
Best 
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“So many trips! I 
would go broke if I 
went to all of them.”

– David Tang, Osan AB

“Manager is helpful. He works 
around the school schedule to make 
equipment returns easy. The delivery 
truck cost is too high.”

– Celeste White, Osan AB 

“Better equipment.”
– Carl Workman, Camp Carroll

“Good selection of outdoor 
equipment.”

– Mark Stewart, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Customer service excellence, 
location, and selection of equipment.”

– Arnold Samberg, Osan AB

“Adam is the best! And Mr. You is the 
best tour guide!!”

– Jessica Shaffer, Osan AB

“Over last three to four years they 
have seriously upgraded their items 
for rent and they maintain everything 
very well...maintain a great list of 
places to visit...”

– Robert Waddle, Osan AB

“They have a ton of gear 
for organizing events and 
adventure related activities 
and even lend a hand in 
helping a customer out with 
filling the air of their bike 
tires.”

– Preston Brown, Osan AB

“It’s the closest rec to me and it’s 
super helpful and there are a lot of 
events offered there.”

– Joana Montes, Osan AB

“Lots of options.”
– Ronald Eisley, Osan AB

“Convenience and they always have 
what I need.”

– Owen Powell, Osan AB

“The most trips.”
– Kristina Ejike, Camp Humphreys

“Spacious, compartmentally 
structured outdoor rec places.”

– Emma Laura Makatura, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Best service.”
– Tonya Grant, Osan AB

“Nice golf course 
and dinning 
selections are 

great! Loved the 
bacon-wrapped 
scallops!”

– Constance Roderick, 
Casey / Hovey

 “Beautiful course.”
– Helen Stockton, Osan AB

“Best employees and good course.”
– Steven Toepper, 

Daegu (Walker / Henry / George)

“Big and beautiful.”
– Natalie Sampson, Osan AB

“Right where I live ... management 
is the best ... course may be small, 
but very well maintained.”

– Robert Waddle, Osan AB

“It is a well laid out course.”
– David Tang, Osan AB

“The proximity.”
– Richard Egan, Osan AB

“Great course.”
– Sara Hughes, Osan AB

“The Oriental House on the 
golf course has the best food.”

– Jon Powell, Osan AB

“Very clean and plenty of space.”
– Loni Milton, Osan AB

“LOVELY COURSE.”
– Gary Mccrary, Osan AB

“Very well kept. Has a 
1,000-year-old tree as a historical 
landmark - fascinating!”

– Ronald Eisley, Osan AB

“It’s absolutely beautiful and they 
serve awesome food there.”

– Joana Montes, Osan AB

Walker Outdoor Rec
“More tours and better advertised than 
other places.”

– Robert Pennebecker, Camp Humphreys

Kunsan Outdoor Rec
“Going for ski/snowboard trip!!! 

Dragon Valley here I come. Thanks for 
your help, ODR staff!”

– Renton Espejo,  Kunsan AB

Evergreen Golf Club 
(Walker)

“Very scenic and a great course.”
– Eugene Bonilla, Osan AB

Sung Nam Golf Course 
(Seoul)

“Sung Nam is the best. It’s gorgeous.”
– Christopher Manley, Yongsan Garrison

Osan Outdoor Rec

Outdoor Rec
Best 

The Lakes at Osan Golf Course

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion
Golf Course

Best 
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NAME: SrA Christopher Duckworth
AGE: 28
HOMETOWN: Niceville, Fl.

Q: How has being a 
military brat helped 

shape the person you are 
today?

A: Growing up as a military 
brat, I was afforded a 

different lifestyle than a majority 
of my later-life peers. I believe it 
helped better prepare me for all 
the moving around I have to do, 
and it gave me an appreciation 
for learning about different 
cultures and ways of life. 

Q: You won this award last year while stationed in 
Japan. What’s the key to your success?

A: Well, bribery helps. In actuality, I simply try to keep 
the listener informed and engaged. I really do enjoy 

being on the radio. I think when someone likes to do 
something it’s evident to others and, especially for radio, 
makes for a better experience.

Q: Do you have to approach the 
job differently in Korea?

A: I’d say the only difference is 
learning how to pronounce 

Korean vs. Japanese. When I left 
Japan after two years I felt like I finally 
had a grasp on the language, and 
then it was time to move to Korea, 
and I was back to square one again.  

Q: Where do you see yourself in 
five years?

A:…This sounds like a job 
interview question. I can’t say 

with 100 percent certainty where 
I’ll be in five years, but if I am still 
doing radio in some way that 

would be just fine with me.  

Q: What do you enjoy most about your job?

A: The interaction with guests is my favorite part. I get 
to meet and talk with people of all different career 

fields around the base and sometimes even celebrities. As 
soon as I have someone on my show, I start to see them 
all around the base as well. It’s either them stalking me or 
vice versa.

“Great personality on 
and off air.”

– Kristina Ejike, Camp Humphreys

“Great performance.”
– Michael Sanders, Osan AB

“Because this is when the 
chapel gets to speak.”

– Lori Holmquist, Osan AB

“Get informed regarding news 
and my interests.”

– Emma Laura Makatura, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“The best DJ on the pen!”
– Jon Powell, Osan AB

“Best personality.”
– Tonya Grant, Osan AB

“GOOD MUSIC.”
– Gary Mccrary, Osan AB

“Clear, accurate information.”
– Kevin Liu, Osan AB

“SrA Christopher Duckworth is 
funny and plays good songs.”

– Mark Stewart, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

(Osan) Morning Show

SrA Christopher Duckworth

(Humphreys) Morning Show 
SPC Elizabeth Harris

”Keeps audience interested with 
her enthusiasm.”

– Cesar Mercado, Yongsan Garrison

(Casey) Morning 
and Afternoon Show 

SGT Woodbridge Bullock
Great DJ! Great music selection!

– Wendy Seay, U.S. Embassy Seoul

(Kunsan) Afternoon Show 
A1C Susie Lee 

“Keep it up with Korean word of 
the day.”

– Renton Espejo, Kunsan AB

Honorable Men tion

AFN Personality
Best 
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“Just too much fun!!!”
– Greg Phillips, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Summertime, warm beaches, great 
fun.”

– Ashley Stogner, Camp Humphreys

“THE MUDDDDDD.”
– Manuel Alvarez, Osan AB

“So much fun!!”
– Bree Messina, Osan AB

“Awesome event!”
– Phillip Hembree, Osan AB

“It’s a very clean facility 
and well maintained. 
The staff is very helpful 

and courteous. The food 
service is good and they 
won the “best burger” in 
2015.”

– Robert Pennebecker, Camp Humphreys

“The people working there are friendly and helpful. The food 
selection at the snack bar is plentiful and the food is also great 
at a low cost.”

– Keith Manning, Osan AB

“Probably the best family activity on the base. My kids 
love the indoor play area, complete with a toddler zip 
line. The food at MiG Alley is some of the best on the 

base!”
– Amanda Christensen, Osan AB

“It’s the best in my experience. The staff is really helpful and 
polite, and the food is awesome! 

– Marian Anderson, Osan AB

“The food is fantastic. The bowling lanes are good and well 
kept. Actually, the whole place is well kept and always neat 
and clean and smells “fresh.” The staff at the bowling alley 
are all just wonderful people.”

– Jim Ferguson, Osan AB

“Every time I go to the MIG Alley Bowling 
Center I am greeted with a smile.  They have 
great opportunities for kids and go out of 
their way to ensure kids can have a great 
birthday adventure.”

– Owen Powell, Osan AB

“The hospitality of the staff is 
the best I have experienced 
during a PCS. This makes 

them memorable and worth 
mentioning.”

– Lacey Ferrell, Osan AB

“They have many events.”
– Ronald Eisley, Osan AB

“It’s huge and the staff is super 
friendly.”

– Joana Montes, Osan AB

Chinhae Cherry 
Blossom Festival

“The beauty and peacefulness of the 
springtime in Korea.”

– Robert Pennebecker, Camp Humphreys

International Festival 
in Itaweon

“Offers a variety of foods and events, 
and the roads are closed off.

– Charles Lee, Yongsan Garrison

USO Osan
“Osan just built a new USO. They are 
constantly providing free lunches and 
fun activities.”

– Amanda Christensen, Osan AB

Boryong Mud Festival

MiG Alleys Bowling Center  (Osan)

USO Seoul

Honorable Men tion
Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

USO Center 
Best 

Bowling Alley 
Best 

Off-Base Event
Best 



K
O

R
E

A
EATING

“If you have a Thursday night and 
Friday off, you can get a good drink 
and snack late while remaining safely 
on post. Great service.”

– Justin Rupp, Camp Carroll

“Impressed with the customer 
service DHL provides. The staff 
treated my family and I well.”

– Bobby Williams, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Just the best selection, Great buffet 
and great food.”

– Steven Toepper, Casey / Hovey

“Affordable all-you-can-eat steak.”
– Jason Supnet, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Easy and convenient. Usually busy 
with people I know.”

– Darrell Smith, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Great choices, great food, and great 
staff.”

– Anthony Parks, 
Daegu (Walker / Henry / George)

“I’m based at Osan, but we 
spend a lot of time in Seoul.  
My wife and I enjoy a late 
night drink at the pub.”

– Carmine Leone, Osan AB

“They have everything.”
– Don Detwiler, 

Camp Humphreys

“Great selections.”
– Crystal Johnson, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Great food.”
– Olga Eagle, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Many choices. Best food 
preparation and presentation.”

– Ronald Eisley, Osan AB

“Love the food and the 
service.”

– Michael Elmer, Casey / Hovey

“It’s close; Chili’s has a 
great atmosphere and 
good food.”

– Lori Holmquist, Osan AB

“It’s the best thing we have 
here on base.”

– D’Andre Carter, Osan AB

“Good prices.”
– Celeste White, Osan AB

“Perfect service 
and food.”

– Taupea Tinoisamoa, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Great food!”
– Olga Eagle, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound
 
“Nice atmosphere.”

– Kyu Chol Kim, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Family enjoys the food.”
– Jason Reynolds, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Good menu, good prices.”
– William McGruder

“Good food choices for the 
entire family.”

– Mark Stewart, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound 

Loring Club (Kunsan)
“Always something going on. First 
Friday events and lots of freebies!”

– Renton Espejo, Kunsan AB

Un Deuxe Trois
“Great French food and very classy 
establishment.

– Mark Martin, Camp Red Cloud / Stanley
 

Han River Boat Restaurant
“It’s romantic and serves up good 
food.”

– Damaris Ward, Yongsan Garrison

“Good place to eat 
and have a good 
time with family.”

– William Bluford, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

Officers’ Club
Best Enlisted/

Dragon Hill Lodge

Restaurant
Best Date-Night 

Chili’s
(Osan)

Restaurant
Best Family 

GreenStreet 
(Dragon Hill Lodge)

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

The Glamping
Really great food. Interesting 
experience. Kind staff.”

– Christopher Manley, Yongsan Garrison
 

Sultra in Daegu
“This place has the best food in Korea 
and at a great price!”

– Robert Pennebecker, Camp Humphreys

Honorable Men tion
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“Great food at a 
reasonable price.”

– Mark Stewart, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Excellent variety.”
– Ronald Eisley, Osan AB

“Family oriented.”
– Cesar Mercado, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Great variety of foods, fair 
price and long hours.”

– Zoey Hittner, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Atmosphere.”
– Ronal Koon, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Delicious 
authentic 
Korean 

cuisine.”
– Helen Stockton, Osan AB

“Best place and closest to base 
with traditional Korean BBQ.”

– Zachary Amspaugh, Osan AB

“Delicious! Good Prices!”
– Celeste White, Osan AB

“Tastes like home.”
– Kim Raymond, Yongsan / 

K-16 / FED Compound

“The best yet.”
– Jazmin Cubias, Camp Humphreys

“Best taste.”
– Heather Llewellyn, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Pizza Hut has the best crust.”
– Christopher Bergman, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Better crust and results.”
– Taupea Tinoisamoa, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Stuffed crust pizza.”
– Mitchell Brown, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“GREAT DELIVERY.”
– Gary Mccrarry, Osan AB

“Meat lovers 4life.”
– Tyra Fondren, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“I like the variety of crust.  
They are willing to make to my 
specifications.”

– James Swainston, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Best pizza on post.”
– William Bluford, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Awesome pizza, just like the States.”
– Wandalyn Holbert, 

Daegu (Walker / Henry / George)

“My favorite.”
– Ashley Stogner, Camp Humphreys

Casey Golf Course
“Serves up a great variety of food.”

– Tierra Petersen, Casey / Hovey

Paulie’s
“Good crust, good service, nice view.”

– Anne Jones, Yongsan Garrison

Pizza School
“Great fresh pizza and awesome 
prices!”

– Mark Martin, Camp Red Cloud / Stanley

The Mezzanine 
(Dragon Hill Lodge)

Restaurant
Best Local Culture 

Hangari Galbi

Pizza Hut

Restaurant 
Best Pizza 

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion

Sunday Brunch
Best 
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“Beautiful rooms, fair price, lots to 
do in the hotel itself!”

– Helen Stockton, Osan AB

“In the heart of Seoul and has 
several options.”

– Robert Vandervelde, Camp Humphreys

“Kids enjoyed the amenities pool 
and playgrounds.”

– Surama Castro, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“It’s the biggest.”
– Jason Supnet, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Nice rooms, great amenities, and 
close to everything.”

– Alvin Aguilar, Camp Humphreys

“Nice gym and indoor pool.”
– Darrell Smith, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Enjoy the easy accessible 
restaurants, shops, and shopette.”

– Jason Reynolds, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Dragon Hill Lodge is amazing. 
Love the décor and food, and the 
customer service is great.”

– Lyndsee Marquez, Camp Humphreys

“How can anyone beat the largest 
lodging facility in Korea...plenty of 
restaurant choices...tours...and room 
rates are consistent with military 
grade.”

– Robert Waddle, Osan AB

“Nice rooms, restaurants, and 
amenities.’

– Unie Kim, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“World class facility and restaurant.”
– Maria Anderson, Osan AB

“Wonderful hotel, great rooms, 
fabulous amenities, great staff, 
very friendly.  Great restaurants 
and shopping on property.  “

– Carol Jones, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Beautiful hotel with any eating 
options. Great for family with pool 
and playground. Also great prices. 
Seasonal deals.”

– Amanda Christensen, Osan AB

“The bakery and Oasis Restaurant 
have the best food!  And the 
children’s playground is the best 
place to take the kids!”

– Jon Powell, Osan AB

“Service, rooms, prices cannot be 
beat.”

– William McGruder

“Five Star!”
– Celeste White, Osan AB

“Professional.”
– Kyu Chol Kim, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“The views of the Han.”
– Zoey Hittner, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Everyone gets rewards points.”
– Jody Robey, 

Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“I have Marriott reward points 
and close to shopping.”

– Carl Workman, Camp Carroll

Lodging
Best On-Base 

Dragon Hill Lodge 

Lodging
Best Off-Base 

JW Marriott (Seoul)

Grand Hotel (Daegu)
“They have a talented English speaking 
staff who is very responsive to any 
request.” 

– John Wright, Camp Humphreys

Honorable Men tion

Camp Casey Army Lodge
“Proximity to anything and everything 
in Camp Casey (bus stop, banks, PX, 
commissary, clubs, bowling alley, etc.) 
and all the happenings out in town. 
Very clean and comfortable rooms 
with friendly staff managed by an even 
friendlier hotel manager.” 

– Marenzo Domingo, Casey / Hovey

Wolf Pack Lodge (Kunsan)
“Best sleep I’ve ever had in any 
military lodging!”

– Steven Tucker, Osan AB

 Navy Gateway Inns & Suites 
(Chinhae)

“Great Facility with washer and dryer 
in the room.”

– Owen Powell, Osan AB

Honorable Men tion

“A big hotel near Seoul that 
always has rooms and great food 
downstairs.”

– Anthony Bridges, Red Cloud / Stanley
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“Accommodating, great 
tour guides, awesome trips. 
Something for everyone.”

– Helen Stockton, Osan AB

“Knowledge of pricing options, 
follow-ups, and customer service.”

– Arnold Samberg, Osan AB

“Much more professional - they 
seem to know their stuff! 

– Constance Roderick, Casey / Hovey

“Most convenient, a lot of events to 
participate in.”

– Joana Montes, Osan AB

“They always provide timely 
information and advice of 

reduced airline travel tickets and 
local events!”

– Joseph Wilson, Camp Humphreys

“Best way to see Korea!”
– Jon Powell, Osan AB

“Convenient and great selection.”
– Kevin Liu, Osan AB

“They have the best trips.”
– Loni Milton, Osan AB

“Awesome trips scheduled!”
– Phillip Hembree, Osan AB

“Good customer service.”
– Siwon Chong, Osan AB

“Believes in customer service.”
– Owen Powell, Osan AB

“Great service and cheapest prices.”
– Tyrone Thomas, Osan AB

“So many trips to choose from!”
– Zahcary Amspaugh, Osan AB

“They help me find a great ticket 
price for my mid tour.”

– Michael Sanders, Osan AB

“Absolutely eye-opening 
experience to see the DMZ in 
person. You will truly understand 

the efforts of the soldiers here 
in Korea. It’s emotional and 
informative.”

– Lyndsee Marquez, Camp Humphreys

“What better way 
to learn about the 

DMZ than to visit it and 
understand the current state 

of war between the North and South 
Korea. Very informative trip. Visit this 
place while stationed in Korea.”

– Marenzo Domingo, Casey / Hovey

“Because it real life history.”
– Marcus Hammett, Casey / Hovey

“This should be the 1st stop on your 
list of places to go see.  Besides learning 
about the history and background of 
its existence, just the experience itself 
is amazing.”

– Joseph Zappala, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“The only opportunity to see into the 
elusive North Korea.  It’s a matter of 
preference for the others whether 
hiking, culture or shopping is what 
you like.”

– Lisa Bond, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Only place on earth can you stand and 
see an enemy who wants to take over 
a country.”

– Keith Manning, Osan AB

“It’s History.  It’s the reason we have 
a U.S. Military presence in Korea. 
Therefore, it’s a must see to identify 
why we are here, and the amazing 
partnership we have with our Korean 
counterparts.“

– John Wright, Camp Humphreys

“Could be once in a lifetime.”
– Robert Vandervelde, Camp Humphreys

“Once in a lifetime opportunity.”
– Robert Pennebecker, Camp Humphreys

“The DMZ is great for seeing and 
experiencing a bit of history.”

– Crystal Johnson, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

“Great to know the history of the 
country you are working in.”

– Owen Powell, Osan AB

“Very unique place in the world.”
– Siwon Chong, Osan AB

“It’s fascinating to look into North 
Korea.”

– Aimee Mitchell, 
Daegu (Walker / Henry / George)

“Must see to understand why we are 
stationed in Korea.”

– Jammie Hawkins, Casey / Hovey

“This will really help you to understand 
why we are here in Korea, and what the 
Armistice truly means.”

– Wandalyn Holbert, 
Daegu (Walker / Henry / George)

“Where else will you ever see anything 
like this?”

– Danika Hamer, 
Yongsan / K-16 / FED Compound

Humphreys ITT
“They help with the whole process and 
try to accomodate the needs of the 
family.”

– Alvin Aguilar, Camp Humphreys

Yongsan ITT
“The ladies working at the agency 
are very knowledgeable in helping us 
plan trips when needed.  Once, for an 
emergency trip back to the U.S. they 
saved us several hundred dollars on 
flights by getting us a better rate than 
we could find ourselves.”

– Lisa Bond, Yongsan Garrison 

“Outdoor Recreation wants to 
show you the most exciting 
parts of Korea. From skiing 

and snowboarding to rafting, 
kayaking, and camping - go with 
ODR on an adventure you will 
never forget.”

– 51st Force Support Squadron

Travel Agency
Best 

Osan ITT

Attraction
Best Must-See 

DMZ

Honorable Men tion
MWR/FSS/MCCS

Best 

Osan FSS

Honorable Men tion

Honorable Men tion
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“Gorgeous views, lots of hiking and 
the snorkeling is amazing.”

– Melissa Courson, Naval Base Guam

As with last year, the number of people voting on Guam 
again jumped dramatically. Nearly four times as many 
people took to their computers to pick their favorites. 

Nice job, folks!
With four times as many votes comes four times as many 

opinions. And there were some good ones this year. 
Many opinions differed, but if there is anything that all of 

the Best of the Pacific voters on Guam can agree on, it has to 
be the joy of getting a good deal. Everyone loves a restaurant 

with tasty food, a hotel with great service, or a bowling alley 
with quality lanes. But, what makes all of these places even 
better? A great price!

Kelsey Kirschner from Naval Base Guam is a fan of the 
“Great military deal, good food and unlimited beer and wine” 
at Bistro. Hard to argue with a combination like that.

You may argue there’s a better place to shop, or a better 
place to eat, but you can’t deny that getting a deal is a good 
thing. Now, with this magazine in hand, you are armed and 
ready to find the best deals to be had on Guam.

Whether you are living on the island, or just here for a 
quick hop, Guam is a great place to visit and explore, so take 
advantage while you’re here. And with 12,000 U.S. military 
members and their families stationed on Guam, let’s get 
another four times as many votes in 2018!



SEE MORE LOCAL SHOPPING TIPS AT: GUAM.STRIPES.COM

SHOPPING
G

U
A

M

53

“Bigger 
department 
store and 

reasonable prices.”
– Diane Martos, 

Naval Base Guam

“Toyota lifer because of the 
customer service.”

– Pearl Hoffschneider, Guam resident

“The best selection.”
– Lee P. Webber, Nimitz Hill

“Great customer service.”
– Kathy Lamparero, Naval Base Guam “Better value for your buck.”

 – Raymundo Aguilar, Naval Base Guam

“Better plans 
and better 
connection.”

 – Mickayla Southard, Nimitz Hill

“Options, cleanliness and 
friendliness.”

– Crystal Solis, Naval Base Guam

“Much better selection of products 
and sale events.”

– Christy Cruz, Andersen AFB

“Much more selection and better items 
available for purchase.”

– Cody Hoyt, U.S. Army Reserve Center

“More selection and more food vendors.”
– Leah del Mundo, Naval Base Guam

“The shopping choices and they are always 
bringing in new things to stay current.”

– Chelsea Rhoads, Naval Base Guam

 “Inexpensive.”
– Inex Rodrigues, Guam resident

“They have fiber optics.”
– Melissa Courson, Naval Base Guam

“That’s the provider I have and 
they’ve been great.”

– Jackie Franc, Andersen AFB

“Long distance U.S. plans.”
– Christopher Gunter, Naval Base Guam

“I usually have good coverage 
around the island.”

–  Larry Jones, USS Chicago SSN 721

“Reliable and no problems with 
billing.”

– Leah del Mundo, Naval Base Guam

Shopping
Best Off-Base 

Ross

Service
Best Cell Phone 

GTA

Guam Main 
Exchange

Exchange
Best 

Tie

Atkins Kroll

Triple J

Car Sales
Best 
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“Great 
amenities 
as well as 

view and aquatic 
activities.”

– Christopher Gunter, Naval Base Guam

“Nothing beats the 
price of on-base 
bowling.”

– Maria Nerissa Lueng, 
Andersen AFB

“The variety of foods 
and shops!”

– Wilhelmina Hill, 
Guam resident

“The beaches are clean and people 
take care of them, unlike the 
beaches around the island. Also, 
it’s not too crowded.”

– Larry Jones, USS Chicago SSN 721

“I love the family get-togethers.”
– Rovileen Rios, Guam resident

“Perfect for family fun.”
– Stephanie Pangelinan, 

Naval Base Guam

“Love the views.”
– Martin Bettenia, Guam resident

“Quiet and 
peaceful 
green.”

– Daisy Demapan, 
U.S. Army Reserve Center

“Challenging.”
– Joseph Guzman, NCTS Guam

“The culture and the cuisine.”
– Dora J. Perez, Guam resident

“Lots of good food.”
– Crystal Solis, Naval Base Guam

“Lots of cultural pride.”
– Kelsey Kirschner, Naval Base Guam

“Friendly service.”
– Amy Aguon, Guam resident

“Good food and good deals.”
– Christopher Gunter, Naval Base Guam

“Very clean and reasonable prices.”
– Chelsea Rhoads, Naval Base Guam

“Great deals and a nice staff.”
– Melissa Courson, Naval Base Guam

Leo Palace Resort Country Club

Photo courtesy of Japan Club of Guam

Gab Gab, 
Guam MWR

Outdoor Rec
Best 

Chamorro Village

Off-Base Event
Best 

Orote Point Lanes (Naval Base Guam)

Bowling Alley 
Best 

Golf Course
Best 
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“Best steak 
on the island.”
 – David Sellers, 

Guam resident

“Very family oriented 
and Kids Eat Free 
Night.”

– Diane Martos, Naval Base Guam

“Cheap prices, 
friendly 
service, great 

pool tables.”
– Kelsey Kirschner, 
Naval Base Guam

“Best local 
food on the 
island.”

– Maria Nerissa Leung, 
Andersen AFB

“Lots of food selections.”
– Melissa Courson, Naval Base Guam

“Great food and atmosphere.”
–  Deborah Sharp, Naval Base Guam

“Good variety of food and drink 
items and great waitresses.”

–  David Strasser, Naval Base Guam

“The ambiance and the 
chocolate soufflé”

– Christy Cruz, Andersen AFB

“The ambiance and food is great.”
– Diane Martos, Naval Base Guam

“Fine dining atmosphere, food and 
service.”

– Pearl Hoffschneider, Guam resident

“Classy and formal.”
– Leah del Mundo, Naval Base Guam

“Outlets at the seats. Fair pricing.”
– John Okada, Guam resident

“They have good food.”
– Cody Hoyt, U.S. Army Reserve Center 

“Reasonable prices.”
– Amy Aguon, Guam resident

“Good food every time.”
– John Rios, Guam resident

“They have good BBQ.”
– Cody Hoyt, U.S. Army Reserve Center

“OMG! They 
serve seafood 
and roasted 

pig!! Yikes! 
Worth it!”

– Denise Pangelinan, 
U.S. Army Reserve Center

“LOVE.”
– Rachel Nicole Castro, Civilian

“Great breakfast buffet.”
– Colton Lewis, Andersen AFB

Roy’s

Restaurant
Best Date-Night 

Denny’s

Restaurant
Best Family 

Molly’s / C Street /
Bama’s BBQ & Grille 

Officers’ Club
Best Enlisted/

complex (Naval Base Guam) 

Proa

Restaurant
Best Local Culture 

Sunday Brunch
Best 

Taste (Westin)
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TRAVELING

“Great staff. Clean, 
comfortable 
rooms.”

– Deborah Sharp, Naval Base Guam

“The people working 
there make it very 
enjoyable.”

– Ed Kelin, NCTS Guam

“Amazing deals.”
– Chelsea Rhoads, 
Naval Base Guam

“The view is 
breathtaking!”

– Wilhelmina Hill, 
Guam resident

“The crust and sauce taste great. Not 
too sweet.”

– Melissa Courson, Naval Base Guam

“Although set back in a quiet 
part of the base, it is walking 
distance to food and shopping.”

– Ed Kelin, NCTS Guam

“Clean and the staff is nice.”
– Crystal Solis, Naval Base Guam

“Very spacious for our family.”
– Chelsea Rhoads, Naval Base Guam

“Customer care and cleanliness.”
– David Strasser, Naval Base Guam

“Not as busy as the other hotels.”
– Leah del Mundo, Naval Base Guam

“Comfortable beds.”
– Amy Aguon, Guam resident

“They have a helpful staff 
and let me know if there is a 
discount.”

– Melissa Courson, 
Naval Base Guam

“Great staff and decent prices.”
– Larry Jones, USS Chicago SSN 721

“Value and service.”
– Amy Lee, Ret.

“The cultural meaning.”
– Charles Robite, Guam resident

“The tall cliff.”
– Steven Foesel, Andersen AFB

“Wonderful scenery.”
– John Galvez, Guam resident

“Easy access and great perspective 
of western Guam.”

– Joseph Guzman, NCTS Guam

“The outstanding view and history.”
– Pearl Hoffschneider, Guam resident

“Really great view and awesome 
gift shop!”

– Colton Lewis, Andersen AFB

Pizza Hut

Lodging
Best On-Base 

Navy Gateway Inns 
& Suites (NB Guam)

ITT

Attraction
Best Must-See 

Two Lovers Point

Hilton Guam 
Resort & Spa

“Quality pizza! 
I love their 
medium pan 

pizza.”
– Maria Nerissa Leung, Andesen AFB

Travel Agency
Best 

Restaurant 
Best Pizza 

Lodging
Best Off-Base 
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Congratulations 2017-18 Best of the Pacific winners!
Three lucky voters in this year’s contest found it pays in more ways than one to make their voices heard about what they think is best.

PAK CHONG, YOKOTA

Q: What’s the best thing about your current location in the 
Pacific?

A: I have wonderful In-laws living in Tokyo/Yokohama and I live 
and work on base after my retirement from the USAF.    

Q: What are you going to buy with your gift card?

A: Wife’s birthday is near, so I’ll spend it on her birthday gift. 

LUCAS SPENCER, OKINAWA

Q: What’s the best thing about your current location in the 
Pacific?

A: I would have to say the part that I enjoy about Okinawa the 
most is the rich culture and history.  Just about anywhere 

you go there is a long story about that area. 

Q: What are you going to buy with your gift card?

A: I’m going to look into buying a Smart Watch, I’m not even 
sure what kind but the Gift Card will help me out with the purchase of one. 

MICHAEL NULTY,  YOKOTA

Q: What’s the best thing about your current location in the 
Pacific?

A: The great thing about being at Yokota Air Base is its 
proximity to Tokyo and all the museums, concerts, sports, 

cultural events, MariGoKarts, etc. In particular, I have been 
extremely impressed on how the Yokota Community is supportive 
and “everyone knows your name.” Being so far from home 
and family makes the need for a solid support group that more 
important, and Yokota provides most of the things you miss from being back in the States.

Q: What are you going to buy with your gift card?

A: Honestly I think I will treat myself to a camera. Though my phone is the “go to” for 
taking pictures, the incredible sights in Japan warrant an upgrade to my photograph 

needs. (shhhh, do not tell my children about the gift card, surely they would already have 
something for me to spend it on)

“ANA staff is very professional and 
will go out of it’s way to make your 
travel experience a great one. I love 

the service they provide, from check in to 
getting to your final destination.”

– Shelly Johnson, Camp Foster

“Most polite service!”
– Denise Navarro, Kadena AB

“Love the comfort.”
– Roy Paul, Okinawa

“Economical, practical and airline 
personnel always goes above and 
beyond.”

– Miguel Navarro, Camp Hansen

 “I’ve never had any problems with 
this airlines and I look forward 
to each flight with them. Very 
organized and friendly.”

– Allisa Aucutt, Camp Kinser

“Professional staff and great food 
even for economy class.”

– Yumiko Ichikawa

“Flight from Tokyo to LAX has the 
best customer service ever”

– Jenny C, Kadena AB

“The best service, timely and 
professional!  Who else will run with 
you to make your connection (in 
high heels)?”

– Stephanie Keith, Camp Foster

“Takes one back to the days of old 
when American air travel was civil.”

– Cecile McKnight, Kadena AB

“World-class service and safety.”
– Thomas Seiffert, Kadena AB

“Best service in the world!”
– Alicia Siegel, Camp Foster

Delta Air Lines
2nd Place

“Delta provided us with the best 
customer service, the flights are more 
comfortable, even traveling with 
toddlers. We have never had a bad 
experience with them!”

– Katie Buell, Okinawa

JAL Group (Japan Airlines)
3rd Place

“Big tvs, high quality name brand ice 
cream, and excellent service places 
this airline in a different level. The best 
thing is that I was in coach.”

– Steve Mena, Yokota AB

$300

$200

$100

ANA 

(All Nippon Airways)

Honorable Men tion

Airline
Best 








