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The holiday season is upon us, 
and your choices for European 
Christmas markets are endless. 
Here are some highlights to aid 
in deciding where to celebrate 
this special time of year.
Foods to Devour 
Tivoli Gardens, Copenhagen, Denmark

The city’s historic amusement park, Tivoli Gardens, 

is the setting for one of Copenhagen’s markets. An 

area devoted to cuisine from around Europe will 

thrill adventurous eaters. 

Brussels, Belgium

At this market, you’ll find Belgium’s world-renowned 

beers, waffles and chocolates, as well as steamed 

mussels, escargot and pommes frites. When you get 

the chills, sip a mug of smooth, rich hot cocoa made 

from the country’s famous confections.

Trento, Italy

A section of Trento’s market pays tribute to the foods 

that make Italy famous: handmade pastas, local 

cheeses, decadent desserts and a plethora of wine.  

Come hungry!

Sensational Shopping 
Prague, Czech Republic

Enjoy breathtaking scenery at Prague’s markets, 

but make sure that shopping is at the top of 

your list. The Czech Republic’s elaborate lace,   

handpainted marionettes, colorful Bohemian crystal 

and more are available wherever you look. 

Champs-Elysées Market, Paris, France

Chalets line a kilometer of the famous Parisian 

avenue at this market, which claims the title as 

the largest in the city.  You’ll also have the chance 

to browse at the boutiques in this first-class 

shopping district. 

Vörösmarty Square Christmas Fair,

Budapest, Hungary 

Budapest has several markets, but all of the items at 

this fair are handcrafted and have passed a rigorous 

review by a panel of judges. 

Greenwich Christmas Market, London, England

Greenwich is home to one of London’s top year-

round markets, brimming with antiques, apparel, 

jewelry and artwork. During the holiday season, 

additional vendors showcase all things Christmas.

The Bigger, the Better
The Frankfurt, Dresden, Leipzig and Mannheim 

markets each feature approximately 200 booths, 

and the Dortmund market has more than 300, 

making them among the largest in Germany. The 

Strasbourg market, with more than 300 kiosks, is 

touted as the largest in France.  The Birmingham 

Christmas market is said to be the largest in the U.K. 

By Genevieve Northup

Christmas 
Markets 

Across Europe
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and retains the character of traditional German 

markets. Zurich, Switzerland boasts the largest 

indoor market in Europe with 150 stalls at the 

main train  station, providing an experience 

unspoiled by inclement weather. 

Age-Old Favorites
Vienna, Austria’s Christmas market dates 

back more than 700 years. The Striezelmarkt in 

Dresden, Germany began in 1434, and Bautzen, 

Germany founded a meat exchange in 1384. 

Since the 16th century, Strasbourg, France has 

hosted a marketplace at one of the world’s 

tallest cathedrals. 

Traditional or Old World Scenery
Basel, Switzerland

Basel boasts the longest Christmas promenade 

in Europe, illuminated by sparkling lights strung 

in 100 pine trees. And two of the city’s gorgeous 

squares, Barfüsserplatz and Munsterplatz, are 

dotted with chalets during the Christmas season.

Erfurt, Germany (pictured right)
More than 200 wooden stands decked in lights 

border St. Mary’s Cathedral, the Church of St. 

Severus, a Ferris wheel, Christmas pyramid and 

grand Christmas tree to create a quintessential 

Christmas market. 

Leipzig, Germany

This traditionally decorated market is surrounded 

by buildings from the Renaissance era and offers 

one of the largest Advent wreaths in the world, a 

model train exhibit and the angelic vocals of St. 

Thomas Church’s choir.

Romance in the Air 
Tallinn, Estonia

On the cobblestones of Old Town Square is a 

small, delightful market. The huge Christmas tree 

and quaint buildings create a cheery backdrop 

that adds to the cozy ambiance. A white Christmas 

is almost guaranteed, so snuggle with your 

sweetie at this peaceful market.  

Old Town & Hungerburg, Innsbruck, Austria

The architecture, traditional Christmas decorations 

and snow-capped mountains make the Old Town 

market of Innsbruck a romantic Alpine experience. 

To reach Innsbruck’s Hungerburg market requires 

a steep ascent on aboard a funicular. At the 

summit, you’ll be greeted by wonderful food and 

fantastic mountain views.

Hameln, Germany

Renaissance buildings surround this lovely market, 

including the Hochzeitshaus where the city’s 

Pied Piper legend is recounted each day on the 

Glockenspiel. Book a Christmas river cruise along 

the Weser to take a break for a mini date.

Family Fun 
Brussels, Belgium

A sledding track, Ferris wheel, 130-foot-long 

dinosaur made of ice, two ice rinks and whimsical 

carousels are top attractions for families. At 

night, the historic facades in the Grand-Place are 

illuminated during a brilliant light exhibition.

Hamburg, Germany

Parades are scheduled for each Saturday of 

Advent, and Fairy-Tale Ships near the Binnenalster 

offer immersive entertainment for kids. Santa flies 

above the Rathausmarkt in his sleigh daily. 

Marktplatz Market, Innsbruck, Austria

This family market has a petting zoo, live nativity 

scene, puppet shows and a storyteller to amuse 

little ones, as well as food, cocktails and shopping 

for parents. Continue the adventure with a ski trip 

to the nearby Stubai Glacier. 

Sizzling Nightlife 
Liseberg Market, Gothenburg, Sweden

Hold on tight through twists and turns on roller 

coasters, and dine at one of several restaurants 

at Sweden’s largest Christmas market, located in 

Gothenburg’s amusement park. 

Madrid, Spain

Don’t miss Madrid’s Christmas festivities, 

fabulous late-night bar scene and mild winter 

weather. Take daily siestas so that you can keep 

up with the locals.

Santa Pauli Market, Hamburg, Germany

Adult gifts, snow sledding and plenty of 

beverages are highlights of this irreverent market 

in Hamburg’s red light district. 

For dates, websites and more about these 

Christmas markets, flip to our Christmas Market 

Calendar of Events on page 34. 

© Barbara Neumann, Erfurt Tourismus & Marketing GmbH
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German cities and villages have perfected festive 

Christmas markets over time, sometimes hundreds of 

years. Though each has the basics — bustling booths, 

gifts and Glühwein — you’ll be awestruck by the décor, 

entertainment, cuisine and traditions that distinguish 

these must-see markets.

Markets
Must-See

By Genevieve Northup
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Dresden
 Christmas markets in Dresden can be traced 

back to 1434, and the holiday cheer continues 

today. The historic Striezelmarkt is named after 

the Hefestriezel or Christstollen, bread filled with 

dried fruit and dusted with sugar, which is served 

by many concessionaires. Each year, bakers 

prepare a 4-ton Christstollen. Taste this record-

breaking bread and browse exceptional wooden 

decorations from the Erzgebirge region. Then 

climb the Christmas pyramid to photograph the 

landscape and scope out the stalls for your next 

stop. Open Nov. 24-Dec. 26. 

 Read about Dresden’s other markets at 

www.dresden-weihnachten.info. 

Cologne
 An immense Christmas tree and the Kölner 

Dom, one of the world’s tallest and most 

impressive cathedrals, dominate the scenery of 

the Cathedral Market. More than 150 kiosks offer 

delicious regional dishes and lovingly handmade 

gifts from all over Europe. Open Nov. 27-Dec. 23. 

 Laugh at the Rhine Pirates’ tall tales, dine on 

fresh fish, and stop by the old ship for Glühwein at 

the Harbour Market. If you’re a chocoholic or need 

gifts for one, visit the nearby Cologne Chocolate 

Museum. Open Nov. 24-Dec. 23, except Nov. 26. 

 The splendid Angel Market is worth braving 

the crowds. White lights, stars and angels create 

a white Christmas ambiance, even if it hasn’t 

snowed. Find superior gifts at the market and 

throughout the Neumarkt shopping district. 

Open Nov. 27-Dec. 23.  

 Children will be ecstatic to explore whimsical 

booths and chat with Santa at the cheery market 

in the Altstadt. Open Nov. 27-Dec. 23.

 Plan your trip to Cologne’s beautiful markets 

at www.koelntourismus.de.

Munich
 The Christkindlmarkt on Marienplatz is 

Munich’s main market, with countless food stalls, 

local crafts and daily Santa sightings. Live music 

resounds from the Neues Rathaus each evening, 

and the Heavenly Workshop provides interactive 

activities for children. The market is open Nov. 

27-Dec. 24; Heavenly Workshops start at 2:30 p.m. 

and 4:30 p.m., Nov. 28-Dec. 18.  

 Relive the merriment of the Middle Ages at 

the Medieval Christmas Fair on Wittelsbacher 

Platz. Drink flaming cocktails from goblets served 

by bartenders in period costumes and peruse 

medieval-themed gifts. Open Nov. 27-Dec. 27.

 At the trendy Tollwood Winter Festival, 

modern tents burst at the seams with gifts from 

around the globe, multicultural cuisine and 

organic treats. Open Nov. 23 to Dec. 23 with a 

New Year’s Eve bash Dec. 31.

  Make sure to visit these and find out more 

at www.muenchen.de.    

Berlin
 The capital has more than 50 markets 

to celebrate the season, but these are a few 

to consider. 

 The city’s oldest castle, the Jagdschloss 

Grunewald, sets the stage for the Fairy Tale Market. 

Characters from beloved fables stroll through the 

castle grounds, transporting you to a world of 

make-believe. Open Dec. 9-10.

 Entertain energetic kiddos at the market near 

Berlin’s Rotes Rathaus. Children can skate out their 

excitement on the ice rink, enjoy panoramic views 

from the Ferris wheel, and make furry friends at 

the petting zoo.  

 Prepare to spend, spend, spend at the market 

in the Spandau Altstadt. This market features 250 

stands, live entertainment, and family days on 

Wednesdays. Open Nov. 27-Dec. 27.

 Your family will enjoy the diverse live 

performances at the Gendarmenmarkt. Mark your 

calendar to count down to 2017 at the New Year’s 

Eve event. Open Nov. 21-Dec. 31.

 Visit www.visitberlin.de/en/keyword/

christmas-markets or www.weihnachteninberlin.

de to read about other markets. 

Nuremberg
 Nuremberg’s old-world charm provides a 

memorable setting for a Christkindlesmarkt. Each 

year, the celebration begins with an appearance 

by the symbolic Christkind, a local youth in a 

golden angel costume who is said to bring gifts 

to children. Throughout the holidays, nearly 200 

vendors line the square in front of the iconic 

Church of Our Lady. Savor the city’s namesake 

Nürnberger Rostbratwürste and renowned 

gingerbread (Lebkuchen). Take little ones to 

Hans-Sachs-Platz to spin round and round on the 

carousel, invent imaginative plots at the puppet 

theater, and brush up their culinary skills at the 

baking booth. 

 Go to www.christkindlesmarkt.de/en for 

more information. Open Nov. 25-Dec. 24. 
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In Baden-Württemburg
 Heidelberg – This beautiful, historic city’s 

riverfront, palace and market are worth the short 

drive from the Stuttgart and Kaiserslautern areas. 

Spanning five city squares, the market includes an 

ice rink, petting zoo and live nativity.   

 Stuttgart  & Ludwigsburg – First mentioned 

in 1692, Stuttgart’s market is one of the country’s 

largest, oldest and most beautiful, set in front of 

the Altes Schloss and offering 280+ booths, daily 

concerts, Children’s Fairytale Land and Finnish 

Christmas market. Then, only 10 minutes away is 

the enchanting Ludwigsburg market (see photo at 

right); 170 booths are beautifully illuminated and 

nestled in the Baroque square.    

Tübingen – Master chocolatiers from five 

continents present, sell and compete for top 

honors at ChocolART, Europe’s largest chocolate 

festival. Then, less than a week later, the entire 

town comes alive for its annual weekend 

Christmas market; 450 stalls are spread over 

several locations, providing handmade gifts, 

treats and children’s programs. 

 Ulm – The Münsterplatz market faces the 

majestic Ulm Minster and the world’s tallest church 

tower at just over 160 meters tall. Ulm is also home 

to the world-famous Steiff teddy bear, a great 

holiday gift for your little ones.          

By Jeana Coleman
Photos ©Angela Tilsher/ 

www.kmceuropeanvintage.com
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 In Bayern (Bavaria)
 Augsburg – Active for more than 500 years, 

the Christkindlmarkt in the city founded by Roman 

Emperor Augustus is one of Germany’s oldest 

and most popular markets. A highlight is the daily 

performance of the Augsburg Angels at the 16th 

century city hall’s giant Advent calendar.   

      Füssen – Outdoor enthusiasts will delight at 

this market set at the St. Mang monastery near 

Neuschwanstein; nearby you can cross-country 

ski or hike to mountain chalets providing Allgäu 

regional meals and toboggan rides back down. 

 Garmisch-Partenkirchen – Individually 

decorated booths, Alpine music and smells of 

regional treats set the holiday mood as guests 

wander the market set along the hand-painted 

Lüftlmalereien of Richard-Strauss-Square. 

 Regensburg – Well-preserved Roman, 

German Gothic and Bavarian architecture create 

distinct backdrops for Christmas markets from 

Neupfarrplatz to the Spitalgarten and Thurn and 

Taxis Palace.  

 Prien am Chiemsee & Island of 

Frauenchiemsee – The markets of Prien am 

Chiemsee and the Island of Frauenchiemsee, 

overlooking Ludwig II’s famous Herrenchiemsee 

Palace (based on Versailles), provide an 

exceptionally romantic setting. You’ll also find 

a functioning cloister that’s home to artists, 

skilled craftsmen and fishermen who share their 

abundance at the markets. 

 Rothenburg ob der Tauber – The 15th-century 

medieval Rothenburger Reiterlesmarkt reflects 

the historic charm of this perfectly preserved 

medieval town. Stop in to witness the much 

awaited performance of the “Rothenburg Riders.” 

In Hessen
 Frankfurt & Wiesbaden – Of course you’ll 

want to visit Wiesbaden’s market held in the 

town square with its fantastic light display, but 

be sure to include Frankfurt’s; it’s considered 

one of the most important in Germany. From 

the beautifully creative market booths, to the 

historic Römerberg and Paulsplatz squares and 

the giant Christmas tree, it just may make it onto 

your list of favorite markets. 

 Rüdesheim am Rhein – Set in the town’s 

old quarter, the 120 stalls represent 12 different 

countries and their holiday foods and traditions. 

You’ll find anything from locally distilled Ansbach 

Uralt brandy, Mongolian woolen goods to 

reindeer antler wine stoppers from Finland. 

Rheinland Pfalz
 Kaiserslautern – Centered on Stiftskirche and 

Schillerplatz, this is one of the few smaller German 

cities with markets (Weihnachtsmarkt, Kulturmarkt 

and Silvestermarkt) that span from Advent into the 

new year. 

 Koblenz, Cochem & Bernkastel-Kues – In the 

heart of the Mosel and Rhine river wine country, 

these three romantic and beautiful markets 

not only offer festive stalls with regional wines, 

handcrafted goods and seasonal treats, but also 

have distinctive charm. Some of the oldest towns 

in Germany, their cobblestone roads and half-

timbered homes add to the old-world Christmas 

feel. Glühwein at these markets is made from the 

finest quality local and regional wines.  

 Mainz – Just 15 minutes from Wiesbaden, 

in Rheinland-Pfalz, is the romantic market of 

Mainz set with the imposing backdrop of the 

1,000-year-old Cathedral of St. Martin. Enjoy the 

traditional food and drink, but stop by to see 

the hand-carved, life-sized manger scene and 

11-meter-tall pyramid. 

 Speyer – Another smaller but very 

romantic market is Speyer’s, nestled 

between the Speyer Cathedral 

(UNESCO World Heritage site), the 

Holy Trinity Church, City Hall and Alte 

Münze. Try to plan your visit around 

the annual “Altpörtel in Flames” light, 

music and firework shows.  

 Trier – Founded in 16 B.C. 

by the Roman Empire during 

Augustus Caesar’s rule, Trier is 

arguably Germany’s oldest city 

and one of significant architectural 

and historical importance. The 

market and its 120 delightfully 

animated roof displays are set on 

the Hauptmarkt, the city’s main 

square just beyond the 2,000-year-old Porta 

Nigra, with the Cathedral of St. Peter, Germany’s 

oldest cathedral, looming as its backdrop. You’ll 

be hard-pressed to eat only one freshly fried 

cinnamon churro, and the Grand Marnier-laced 

hot chocolate is the perfect complement.

 Enjoy Glühwein during these short but fun 

holiday road trips with peace of mind ... either 

designate a driver or take the train. And, if you 

experience a different, local market that we should 

write about, we’d love to hear about it. Send us an 

email at contentteam@stripes.com.
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Cozy 
Castle 
Markets 

By Jeana ColemanBy Jeana Coleman

in Germany

Burg Ronneburg, Ronneburg
Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

A wonderful example of a medieval Christmas 

market is Burg Ronneburg, open the first three 

weekends of Advent. Young men in armor, 

damsels in period costumes, the sounds of 

metalwork and smells of mead fill the courtyard 

during the market. In the castle’s wine cellar, 

mulled wine, homemade black beer and peasant 

dishes are prepared and waiting to be sampled. 

Courtyard fare includes spiced cakes, waffles, 

coffee, Flammkuchen and roasted venison. 

Children will find delight with St. Nikolaus and 

the old-fashioned candy maker. Handcrafted 

items from glass blowers, potters, basket 

weavers, spinners, gold and silversmiths, wood 

turners and carvers, leather makers, wool dyers 

and herbalists will be available. Don’t miss the 

live nativity scene performance (with animals) 

daily. Trumpeters, minstrels and harpists will also 

perform. Normal castle entrance fees apply, and 

free parking is available nearby. 

Neuleiningen (near Grünstadt)
Dec. 2-3, 9-10

During the first two weekends of Advent, this 

small village at the foot of a castle transforms 

into a beautiful, romantic Christmas market. Your 

loved ones will enjoy gifts of homemade cookies, 

jams, liqueurs, chocolates, soaps, herbal pillows 

and more. Because the entire village is the 

market, all local cuisine is prepared there. Look 

for culinary specialties including sausages, bean 

soup, and oysters prepared over an open flame, 

as well as champagne, mulled wine and other 

delicious treats.

Wartburg Castle, Eisenach
Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17

Another castle well worth the drive is Wartburg 

of Eisenach in eastern Germany. This 11th century 

maintained fortress was once the refuge of 

Martin Luther, iconic reformer of the Protestant 

Christian church. Today the UNESCO World 

Heritage site transforms into a Christmas market 

during Advent. See Luther’s former quarters 

and shop for homemade candles, handmade 

jewelry and mouth-blown glassware. Also travel 

a little further east on A5 for Erfurt’s exceptional 

Christmas market – considered one of the best 

markets in Germany. 

Schloss Hohenzollern, Hechingen
Dec. 8-10

If you don’t mind the drive, you’ll love this 

enchanting castle market. South of Stuttgart 

in the heart of the Black Forest is Schloss 

Hohenzollern, the ancestral seat of the Prussian 

Royal Family. Hailed as one of the most beautiful 

Christmas markets in Germany, the Royal 

Christmas Market is known for its romantic 

atmosphere. Visitors can enjoy the castle’s beauty 

and history while shopping in the courtyard of 

the castle and its ramparts. There is a nominal 

entry fee for visitors 17 and over, which includes 

parking and shuttle bus service.  

The Christmas season in Germany wouldn’t be complete without 
visiting a Christmas market or two located on the grounds of a 

beautiful, historic castle or palace. Whether you seek a romantic 
destination or a family event with festivities for the kids, we’ve 
covered both at some exceptional castle locations. Some 

of these markets are open for a month, and some for only 
a weekend. So mark your calendar now and plan to 

attend a few of these castle Weihnachtsmärkte.
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ULM

Market dates: Nov. 27-Dec. 22, 2017
Location: Münsterplatz

Ulm’s Christmas market faces the city’s 

cathedral, which has the world’s tallest church 

tower at just over 160-meters tall. Ulm is also 

where the world-famous Steiff teddy bears 

originated. These cuddly teddy bears will make 

a great holiday gift for your little ones.

  

Helpful tips: Climb 700 stair steps to the top 

of the Ulm Cathedral’s tower for a spectacular 

view. The tower is open during the Christmas 

market from 10 a.m to 3:45 p.m.

  

Beyond the Christmas market: The old 

Fisherman’s Quarter transports visitors to the 

Middle Ages with narrow cobblestoned streets, 

foot bridges over canals and lots of leaning half-

timbered houses. Look for the Schiefes Haus, a 

hotel known as the most crooked house in the 

world according to the “Guinness Book of World 

Records.” 

 

www.ulmer-weihnachtsmarkt.de/de/

 

BRUCHSAL

Market dates: Dec. 8 - 11 and Dec. 15 - 17
Location: Bruchsal Palace

Schloss Bruchsal hosts a wonderful Christmas 

market with the illuminated palace as its 

backdrop. Their events include special guided 

tours of the Bruchsal Palace, a palace light show 

and live theatrical and musical performances. 

Don’t miss the “Culinary Mile” with its vast array 

of gastronomic offerings.

  

Helpful hints: The market has an admission 

cost for visitors over 14-years-old. They can be 

purchased in advance but not online. Be sure to 

check the times before heading out since the 

opening hours vary by day. 

 

Beyond the Christmas market: This area is 

known as the largest asparagus producer. Mark 

your calendar to return in the spring during 

Spargel (asparagus) season. Their annual festival 

usually occurs in late May.

 

www.schlossweihnacht-bruchsal.com/.

 

Take a chance on the Christmas markets of Ulm 

and Bruchsal to sweep you off your feet this 

holiday season. The magic is waiting for you with 

gothic cathedrals, exquisite palaces, wintery 

landscapes, warm beverages, simmering comfort 

foods and sparkling cityscapes. 

Seasonal 
Spotlight: 

By: Stripes Europe staff

Cathedrals and palaces are spectacular to see at any time 
of the year. When you sprinkle in some Christmas joy 
and add a dash of yuletide cheer, their grandeur becomes 
even more inspiring. In Germany, the state of Baden-
Württemburg offers Christmas markets in both of these 
types of enchanting locations. 

Baden 
Württemburg
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A reflection of its historical conquests and 

occupations, the region is a rich blend of Franco-

German cultures and gastronomic and artisan 

pleasures. Visitors also find delight in both an 

architecturally preserved rainbow of half-

timbered homes nestled in villages at the feet 

of dominating fortresses, and the ever-apparent 

representation of the people’s quirky love and 

protection of the local stork population — note 

giant nests (and if you are lucky, a couple of 

storks) atop houses and businesses, and the 

bird’s likeness on, well, everything.

At Christmastime, however, the region is 

enveloped in even more magical, winsome 

charm. Dazzling light displays, towering 

Christmas trees, piles of scrumptious kugelhopf 

and unique, handcrafted pottery and glass art 

are all reasons to spend a holiday weekend in 

the Alsace. 

Nearly every Alsatian Christmas market offers 

something intrinsically unique for visitors 

to experience. The Alsatian Tourism Board 

recently divided the markets into seven “lands” 

of interest, called Pays des Noël, highlighting 

unique specialties, qualities and attractions, 

such as culinary offerings, illuminations, 

romantic ambiance, night entertainment, 

mysteries and more. 

Strasbourg’s market
The Alsace region’s largest city, cultural capital 

and “capital of Noel” hosts the largest market 

in France, with more than 300 chalets divided 

among 11 sites throughout the city center. 

The Christkindelsmärik at the Place Broglie is 

France’s oldest Christmas market and one of the 

oldest in Europe, dating to 1570.

Strasbourg’s chalets provide culinary selections 

that best reflect the region’s blended French 

and German cultures. Gourmands should head 

to Place des Meuniers near la Petite France, 

and to Place d’Austerlitz for the “invincible 

small producers’ market of Alsace” and the 

“Alsatian Christmas delicacies market;” both 

offer exceptional quality fare including organic 

foie gras, escargot, local honey, jams, egg 

nog, nougat, spices, candied nuts, dried fruits, 

brioche and gingerbread men, and kugelhopf, 

my favorite Alsatian classic, the brioche-like cake 

baked in a crown-shaped crock or tin that is 

decorated  with nuts and currants.

Unusual, high-quality gifts can also be found 

throughout the city; we were impressed 

with selections at the Christkindelsmärik and 

Cathedral Christmas Market — everything from 

mouth-blown ornaments, Soufflenheim pottery 

to antiques and furnishings. 

The French love their light festivals, specatular 

illuminations and light displays; head to the 

Sharing Village in Place Kléber to see the 

famous 100-foot Christmas tree and dazzling 

decorations, plus interactive illuminations 

along the square. Then, peruse what seems like 

a never-ending selection of thousands of LED 

lights and hand-painted ornaments in chalets 

at the Christkindelsmärik. Choose a few new 

baubles and twinkle lights to bedazzle your 

personal tree with some Strasbourg sparkle.

Christmas market dates: Nov. 24-Dec. 30, 2017.

More markets to see
Even more sparkle can be found just an 

hour south of Strasbourg at the romantic, 

enchanting markets of the Pays des étoiles 

— or “land of the stars,” in the fairytale 

half-timbered towns of Colmar, Riquewihr, 

Éguisheim and Kaysersberg. Nestled in town 

squares, under beautiful canopies of thousands 

of white twinkling lights are chalets filled 

with timeless treasures handmade by master 

cabinetmakers, jewelers, glassblowers, potters 

and more. Christmas market dates: Nov. 24-

Dec. 30, 2017 (Colmar); Nov. 24-Dec. 24, 2017 

(Riquewihr); Nov. 21-22, Nov.27-Dec. 23, 27-30, 

2017 (Éguisheim); Friday-Sunday Nov. 17, and 

Dec. 22-23, 2017 (Kaysersberg). 

Head to Mulhouse for what is considered one of 

the most colorful Alsatian markets, thanks to its 

annual Christmas fabric that drapes chalets and 

displays, while a rainbow of lights illuminates 

the city’s facades. Christmas market dates: 

Nov. 23-Dec. 27, 2017.

Helpful hints
Shuttles are available between the Colmar, 

Riquewihr and Kaysersburg markets every 

half hour, as well as every one (weekends) to 

two hours (weekdays) between Colmar and 

Éguisheim. 
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Christmas
IN

“It’s the most wonderful time of 

year” is the song that always pops 

into my head as I begin to make plans 

for Christmas each year. This single, 

yet relatively short sentence evokes 

the promise of a magical winter and a 

joyous holiday season. Hearing it can 

conjure up the warmest of holiday spirits 

in most everyone — even Ebenezer 

Scrooge. Luckily, in Paris, Ebenezer is 

difficult to find. As with most of Europe, 

Paris magically transforms itself into a 

version of Christmas that family back 

home can only dream of experiencing.

ILLUMINATIONS

Nicknamed “City of Light,” Paris dazzles 

with festive holiday illuminations to delight 

everyone, young and old alike. This is most 

noticeable as Paris’ famous landmarks slowly 

start to glow with yellowish light as the 

short days disappear into the night. 

It’s nighttime that the true spirit of the 

season comes to life. From the Place de 

la Concorde stretching toward the Arc de 

Triomphe, thousands of lights sparkle dur-

ing the holiday season. A must-see, the 

majestic Avenue des Champs-Élysées is 

flooded with fancy storefronts and unique 

lights that change hues. From this famous 

promenade, you can turn onto the Avenue 

Montaigne and find one of the most elegant 

light displays in the city. Known for its luxury 

boutiques, Avenue Montaigne is decked out 

in clusters of simple, yet diamond-like white 

If shopping is on your to-do list, there are 

plenty of retail stores trying to entice you with 

the latest must-haves from the world’s fashion 

capital. Much like the extravagant window 

displays at Macy’s and other famous stores 

in New York City, the glittering windows 

at Printemps and Galeries Lafayette are a 

magical part of Christmas in Paris. 

If a more traditional Christmas appeals, 

Paris has another side, too. Many churches 

throughout the city celebrate Christmas 

mass — most notable are Notre-Dame, 

Basilique du Sacré-Coeur and Eglise de la 

Madaleine. All celebrate with large-scale 

services that include concerts and choirs. 

Ornate nativity scenes, or crèche, are an inte-

gral part of the season and can be found at 

many churches throughout Paris. 

GETTING THERE

You can easily catch the spirit of the sea-

son by a polar express of sorts. The Inter-City 

Express, or ICE for short, is the Bahn’s high-

speed train from Frankfurt, via Mannheim, 

Kaiserslautern and Saarbrücken to Paris’ Est 

Station. For schedules, visit www.bahn.com.

Should you find yourself in Paris at 

Christmas, be sure to bundle up and enjoy 

the atmosphere. The Christmas season in 

the city of light is a delightful one, infused 

with great food, music, lighting and deco-

rations that are sure to lift your spirits. For 

details about Christmas events in Paris, visit    

en.parisinfo.com. 

bulbs. For a bird’s-eye view, make your way 

to Place de la Concorde and climb aboard 

the huge Ferris wheel for a dazzling view of 

the city light, and you’ll soon understand 

how Paris earned its nickname. 

CHRISTMAS MARKETS

As the celebrated date approaches, the 

city’s various quarters begin to line their 

streets and squares with holiday fare. Like 

tiny villages, the holiday markets of Saint 

Sulpice, Saint Germain, Champs-Élysées 

and Montparnasse, to name a few, offer 

Parisians and tourists places to browse 

for handmade goods and food special-

ties from every region of France. While 

you’re there, try a vin chaud — a warm 

red wine mulled with aromatic spices 

that would put a thaw on Ebenezer 

himself. Located right opposite the 

Eiffel Tower, the Trocadéro Christmas 

Village is ideal for kids, featuring more 

than 100 Christmas huts peddling holiday 

delights and an ice-skating rink.

Christmas tends to bring out the kid in all 

of us, so whether or not you’re traveling with 

children, take a moment to enjoy all that 

Paris has to offer during the holiday season. 

Bring your family to the ice rink in front of 

the Hôtel de Ville, where you can skate for 

free. For a special treat, head to the Eiffel 

Tower for a skating adventure you will never 

forget. Yes, you can actually ice skate on the 

first level of the Eiffel Tower!

MODERN TO TRADITIONAL

As with most major cities during 

Christmastime, there is a special energy about 

Paris with the hustle and bustle of shoppers, 

tourists and street vendors. Parisians seem to 

maintain a healthy balance of modern and 

traditional Christmas activities. Visitors can 

experience the best of both. 

By Carrie Farrell

Notre-Dame Cathedral
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rague is a compact city, 

with most of the top at-

tractions and historical 

locations within easy 

walking distance. 

Numerous hotels in 

the city center make 

it convenient to stay 

centrally located and 

walk to the Christmas markets and city sights. 

For those who wish to spend the Christmas 

holiday weekend in the city, several restaurants 

remain open Dec. 24-26, serving special menus 

that feature both traditional Czech Christmas 

dishes and international favorites, like roasted 

turkey. To plan your Prague holiday, visit www.

pragueexperience.com/events/christmas_planner.asp 

for a list of local hotels, restaurants, their holiday 

hours and special holiday menus. You can also 

make reservations online.

Prague’s two main Christmas markets are a five-

minute stroll from each other, located in historic 

Old Town Square (Staroměstské náměstí) and 

Wenceslas Square (Václavské náměstí). Smaller 

markets can also be found at Republic Square 

(Republiky náměstí), Peace Square (Míru 

náměstí) and the permanent market at Havelská 

Trziste. Old Town Square’s market, the city’s larg-

est, is open daily Dec. 2-Jan. 6, including Christ-

mas Eve, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. The 

market in Wenceslas Square is also open daily. 

Visitors will find handmade Christmas decora-

tions, fine jewelry, embroidered lace and linens, 

handmade clothing accessories, ceramics, 

ironworks, Czech potpourri, frankincense, 

candles, wooden toys, puppets and dolls. Tasty 

treats include roasted meats on open spits, 

traditional cookies and pastries such as Trdelník 

(chimney cake), fresh grog, mulled wines and 

warm medovina, a traditional Czech honey 

liqueur. Beers on tap include locally brewed 

Pilsner Urquell (the world’s first Pilsner beer, 

produced in Plzeň, CZ in 1842), Staropramen 

and Budweiser Budvar.

Old Town Square’s impressive Christmas tree 

is shipped in annually from the Krkonose 

mountain region that straddles the Czech/

Polish border, and is draped with thousands of 

lights illuminated daily. Children can pet the live 

animals of the giant nativity, and school children 

perform carols in daily stage shows. 

The square, dating to the 12th century, is the 

original town marketplace and location of Tyn 

Church, the double-spired Gothic cathedral that 

dominates the city’s skyline, and the world-

famous astronomical clock. Legend has it that 

after the clock’s designer completed the clock 

in 1410, city counselors had him blinded, so he 

wouldn’t make a clock as fine as this for anyone 

else. Whether you believe the tale, the clock is 

an exceptional work of mechanical ingenuity 

and shouldn’t be missed.  

Wenceslas Square, Old Town’s former horse 

market, is named after the country’s patron saint 

and flanks Old Town and New Town. Several ho-

tels line the square and adjoining streets, which 

make it a great location to stay during your visit.

Be sure to take time between markets to stroll 

along the architectural masterpiece of Charles 

Bridge, one of the world’s best-preserved medi-

eval bridges, and the main pedestrian connec-

tion between Old Town (Staré Město) and Lesser 

Quarter (Malá Strana) across the Vitava River. 

Then, head for Prague Castle (Pražský hrad), the 

world’s largest castle and best vantage point for 

the city’s skyline. 

Make the most of your time in Prague with 

these other attractions and historical locations. 

Join a walking tour through the Jewish Quarter 

and learn about the impact of the Holocaust; 

take a half-day tour to the “Bone Church” in 

Kutná Hora. Stroll through the Wallenstein Pal-

ace; see the ballet or opera; or shop for garnets 

at Cesky Granat Turnov, crystal at Moser, or 

hidden treasures at Praha Thrift Store and Bric 

a Brac. Whatever you choose, the Czech people 

are warm, friendly and welcome you to their 

home with open arms, embodying the perfect 

spirit for the holidays. 

Experience Christmas in Prague

By Jeana Coleman

CZECH REPUBLIC

g
As one of the most beautiful cities in the world, the Czech Republic’s capital is quite en-
chanting any time of year. During the holidays, however, the “city of 1,000 spires” trans-
forms into a magical fairy tale of inviting lights, sounds and smells. And, as the Christmas 
markets and historical buildings remain open on Christmas and New Year’s Day, Prague 
makes the perfect location for those who want to experience a destination Christmas.
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By Grace Bernhardt

Most Christmas markets have their charming qualities, but once you have hit  

 

 

 

there’s an ale tavern and a micro brewery. For 

more details, visit www.gloucesterquays.co.uk.

 A Magical Candlelit Market

 Candle lovers won’t want to miss “Candele a 

Candelara” in the medieval village of Candelara, 

on the northeast coast of Italy. This Christmas 

market features candles in every shape and size, 

plus other handmade goods such as wrought-

iron sculptures, chocolates and decorations, 

mulled wines and traditional treats. And, as 

another tribute to the town’s namesake, each 

evening at 5:30, 6:30 and 7:30 p.m. the power in 

the village is turned off and the market is lit by 

candlelight. The market runs Nov. 25-26,  

Dec. 2-3, 8-10. Visit www.candelara.com 

for more.

Make It to the Markets and Be Merry!
These unusual Christmas markets are sure to 

make your holidays merry and memorable. 

For time and date details, refer to our Calendar 

of Events in this guide. Did we miss one of 

your favorite out-of-the-ordinary markets? 

We’d love to hear from you! Send us a note at 

contentteam@stripes.com. 

Christmas in a Cave

For an unusual Christmas market 

experience, head underground into the caves 

of Valkenburg and explore three different 

holiday venues. Head into the municipal 

caves Nov. 17-Dec. 23 for music, shopping 

and numerous stands selling crafts in what 

is claimed to be “the oldest and largest 

subterranean Christmas market in Europe!” 

A market is also held in the Velvet Cave. The 

Wilhelmina Cave hosts an underground nativity 

scene and sand sculpture exhibit.

Catch the Christmas parade on Wednesday 

and Saturday evenings; Santa even makes 

an appearance! For more details, visit www.

kerststadvalkenburg.nl.

Enchanted Forest Markets

Head into the land of fairy tales as you 

visit the enchanted forest market in Trippstadt-

Johanniskreuz, Germany. Located in the 

Naturpark Pfälzerwald near Kaiserslautern, this 

market boasts more than 60 booths alit in the 

romantic light of lanterns, torches and bonfires. 

Children will be excited to find a carousel, pony 

rides, a craft room and an evening acrobatic 

fire show. This market is open for one weekend 

only, Dec. 16-17, so mark your calendar! Visit 

www.trippstadt.de for more information.

For another market in a forest community, 

head to Dudenhofen’s one-day event. Browse 

more than 75 booths for a variety of handmade 

products made of wood and other natural 

resources. There is also a tree-planting ceremony, 

Christmas tree sale, traditional treats and drinks, 

and live music from a local brass band. 

St. Nikolaus also makes a visit!  

 Belgian Ice Palace and 
 Bruges Christmas Market

 For a double dose of holiday magic, check out 

the Ice Palace and the nearby Christmas market 

in Bruges, Belgium. The Snow and Ice Sculpture 

Festival is open every day Nov. 24-Jan. 1, including 

Christmas and New Year’s. Artists worldwide gather 

to create magnificent works of art inside a tent 

cooled to minus 6 degrees Celsius. Sculptures 

are up to two meters high! To learn about the 

process used to create the ice wonderland, visit 

www.ijssculptuur.be/en.

 Visions of sugar plum fairies will dance in 

your head as you wander the cobbled streets of 

the quaint city toward the Market Square. Warm 

up with a hot beverage and a crêpe or Belgian 

waffle at one of the Bruges Christmas markets, 

all are a short walk from the ice festival. Children 

of all ages can enjoy ice skating on the Market 

Square. While the market stalls themselves 

are few in number and leave something to be 

desired, Bruges is a beautiful city to take in. Be 

sure to make a stop at the Pralinette chocolate 

factory and store located at Wollestraat 31b, 

about two blocks southeast of the Grote Markt.

 Step Back in Time

 Head back to the Victorian ages with a 

visit to the Gloucester Christmas market from 

Nov. 16-26. The market is held on the historic 

docks and features characters dressed in Victorian 

attire wandering the city. You can also catch brass 

music, choirs, street entertainers, a carousel, food, 

drink and of course, artisan crafts! For the adults, 

Christmas Cave, Valkenburg |  Limburg Tourismus

Christmas Parade, Valkenburg |  Limburg Tourismus
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 There are many benefits 

of taking the train during 

holiday travel. Ride along 

and visit with family and 

friends without having to 

coordinate cars or navigate 

crowded roads. Enjoy the 

beautiful scenery. Tend 

to infants and toddlers without frequent pit 

stops. Save yourself the money for fuel, the 

time of travel, and the stress and frustration of 

finding parking. Partake in the mulled wines 

and holiday brew at Christmas markets without 

the need of a designated driver. These are but a 

few of the practical reasons for taking a railway 

between Christmas excursions.

 Riding a train can also be a romantic, 

nostalgic and historic part of your holiday 

festivities. Many historical railway systems are 

still in operation in Europe, offering special 

holiday excursions. Ride on the world’s oldest 

railway, or on the world’s oldest suspended 

train. Take nostalgic steam engines through 

winter wonderlands. Or, travel to some of the 

most beautiful settings for some of Europe’s 

most enchanting Christmas markets. 

 Read on for tips on navigating the train 

system, and start mapping fun holiday 

destinations. The journey is more than just 

point A to point B; when you ride by rail, it’s 

half the fun.

How to Ride the Rails 
 

 Europe’s rail system is exceptional and its 

population relies heavily on them. High-speed 

trains such as the U.K.’s Eurostar and Germany’s 

Deutsche Bahn (DB) Intercity Express (ICE) cut 

travel time and provide comfortable, even 

luxurious riding conditions. In fact, Germany’s 

rail system is considered one of the best and 

most efficient in the world. The trains are clean, 

comfortable and usually on time. And, every 

major town and most of the smaller towns 

along the way have rail stops. 

 There are many ticket and pass options, 

from individual, one-way tickets to passes for 

a day, week, month or specific number of days 

during a specific time period. You can buy group 

and family passes, or passes that cover states, 

countries, regions or all of Europe. Tickets are 

also priced a lot like airline flights; they fluctuate 

with supply and demand. They increase 

during peak travel and are less expensive if 

bought in advance. To keep from going into 

too much about purchasing tickets, visit www.

gettingaroundgermany.info and www.seat61.

com. Both are very valuable in offering insight 

to the German and U.K. rail systems and other 

public transportation methods. You can figure 

out how to buy passes for rail, ferry and bus 

lines, etc. They also provide tips on changing 

trains, navigating busy metro stations, best

and worst times to travel and more. 

Where to Ride
 

 Here are a few sample destinations that 

could make your 2013 Christmas the most 

memorable yet: 

 Germany’s Black Forest -  Take a weekend 

trip to Konstanz (Lake Constance), traveling 

along the Baden Black Forest Railway. This 93-

mile, historic railway runs through the heart of 

the Black Forest from Offenburg to Singen; here 

it connects to the Upper Rhine Valley Railway 

for Konstanz. Not only is the railway one of 

the oldest mountain lines in the world, it’s also 

one of the most beautiful. The train ascends 

more than 2,000 feet as it passed through 

39 tunnels and across two viaducts. Stop at 

Gengenbach, a hidden treasure. Besides the 

romantic charm of the town’s medieval town 

square, half-timbered homes, boutique hotels 

and intimate restaurants, its 200-year-old city 

hall transforms into what is claimed as the 

world’s largest Advent Calendar. Then, head 

toward Hornberg, Triberg and St. Georgen, 

By Jeana Coleman

Fichtelberg Railway - Cranzahl to Oberwiesenthal, Germany26



considered the most breathtaking of the trip. 

Have your camera ready. 

 The beautiful Lake Constance lies within 

Germany, Italy and Switzerland, and provides 

year-round entertainment ideas. The city’s 

Christmas market attracts more than 400,000 

visitors. Stretching to the harbor, its 130+ 

booths provide diverse wares and food 

from various artists within the Upper Rhine 

Valley. Board the docked Christmas Ship for a 

continuation of market booths.  

 During the week of Christmas, stop by 

lovely Triberg and their Christmas Magic festival 

on the return.  More than 1 million lights 

create an enchanting Christmas village in the 

forest. Program includes singing, dancing, 

musical performances and more. For dates 

and ticket information, visit www.triberger-

weihnachtszauber.com. 

 Saxony by Steam -  Saxony’s steam railway 

line is the largest in Germany, and connects 

several treasured holiday regions. Ride the 

nostalgic Fichtelberg Railway from Cranzahl 

through the Ore Mountains to Oberwiesenthal. 

At 3,000 feet, Oberwiesenthal is Germany’s 

highest town and part of the Erzgebirge 

mining region, home of the world-famous, 

handcrafted Erzgebirge Christmas ornaments 

and decorations. 

 Harz Mountains by Steam - The Harz 

Mountain region is the highest mountain range 

in northern Germany; Brocken, the tallest 

peak, is 3,743 feet above sea level. During the 

holidays, take a scenic ride to the summit on a 

narrow-gauge steam railway. The ride begins 

in Wernigerode and travels to the summit. Visit 

Wernigerode’s market before you leave. On 

the way, stop at Goslar’s market and Christmas 

Forest and Quedlinburg’s Christmas market; 

both towns are UNESCO world heritage sites 

and their Christmas festivities reflect the history. 

For more information about Harz Mountains, 

accommodations and train service, visit this 

very informative site, www.thisisharz.com.

 Wuppertal’s Suspended Schwebebahn -

After visiting Cologne’s wonderful markets, take 

a regional DB to Wuppertal. This beautiful little 

town has two Christmas markets connected 

by the historic Kaiserwagen, a suspended 

schwebebahn; the unique system is the oldest 

electric elevated railway with hanging cars 

in the world. The cars hang approximately 40 

feet above the river Wupper and the trip takes 

about 30 minutes. Kaiser Wilhelm II rode in the 

monorail’s inaugural trip before it opened to the 

public in 1901. 

Special Excursions outside Germany

 The Original North Pole Express -  Catch 

Tanfield Railway’s original North Pole Express 

through the Causey Valley in northeast England. 

The railway is the oldest railway in the world; 

the first line was constructed in 1725 as the 

Tanfield Waggonway, more than 75 years before 

steam engines. Hot drinks and mince pies are 

served in the tearoom during the four-hour 

ride to Santa’s Magic Grotto; sodas, snacks and 

a pre-gift from Santa are for the kids. Trains for 

the North Pole leave from East Tanfield station, 

from the A6076 Sunniside to Stanley Road. 

For information, dates/times of departure and 

reservations, visit www.tanfieldrailway.co.uk.

 The Glacier Express and Golden Pass

 through the Alps -  For the ultimate winter 

wonderland experience, travel through the Alps 

in panoramic, glass-roofed rail cars. 

 The 7.5-hour Glacier Express passes through 

historic towns, 91 tunnels, across 291 bridges 

and climbs the 2,033-meter Oberalp Pass; you’ll 

probably hold your breath as the train clears the 

summit pass. But don’t close your eyes; it’s an 

exhilarating experience. 

 You’ll see Lucerne, Interlaken and Montreux 

on the Golden Pass; be sure to take the Jungfrau 

line to experience a once-in-a-lifetime view 

as you summit the Jungfrau. There are several 

tour companies across Germany, Switzerland, 

France and the U.K. that offer special tours for 

the region. Book soon, there are only a few trips 

made on the Glacier Express during the winter, 

and only one a day on the Golden Pass.

 Hope you enjoyed these rail excursion 

ideas, and are well on your way to planning or 

booking your own. 

www.arosacruises.com
www.bahn.de
www.eurostar.com
www.gettingaroundgermany.info
www.greatrail.com
www.interrail.eu
www.jungfrautours.ch
www.myswitzerland.com 
www.raileurope.com
www.railholidays.com
www.seat61.com
www.tauck.com/tours/europe-tours

For more great holiday ideas, 
including Christmas river 

cruises, see the links below.
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Tips for

Dress in layers and prepare for cold, rain and 

wind. Almost all markets are outdoors, which 

means you will be exposed to the elements. It 

may not seem chilly the first half-hour, but you 

are likely to get cold after standing around. Put 

on several layers you can take off if you get too 

hot while you’re out. Wear thick socks, tall boots, 

gloves and a hat to protect your extremities. If 

it isn’t cold enough for snow, you may have to 

contend with rain. Pack an umbrella and opt for 

a waterproof coat with a hood. 

Get an extra set of mittens. The cobblestoned 

streets are lined with inviting booths — and 

orphaned mittens. It is difficult to eat bratwurst, 

answer your cellphone and fish out euro coins 

with gloves on. Often the removed glove is lost, 

and you are left with one cold hand. 

Bring Wet Wipes, bottled water and tissues. 

Your hot crepe with oozing Nutella is going to 

be a mess, so have Wet Wipes for the aftermath. 

Still water is difficult to find, and you’ll need to 

hydrate to prevent an ugly Glühwein (hot, spiced 

wine) hangover. Tissues are good for two things: 

runny noses, which everyone gets after a while 

in the wind, and unstocked portable bathrooms.

Put necessities in a purse, reusable shopping 

bag or small diaper bag. In light of recent 

terrorism in Europe, many Christmas markets 

have tightened security and no longer permit 

large bags and backpacks. 

Leave strollers, pets and valuables at home. 

Stalls are tightly packed, and the remaining 

paths are narrow, making it difficult to 

navigate if you have a stroller or pet in tow. 

The crowds are also the opportune location for 

pickpockets, so don’t bring credit cards and IDs 

you do not need. 

Get plenty of euros in advance. Most vendors 

do not take plastic payment, and ATMs at the 

markets (if there are any) often have long lines. 

Double-check opening hours, and jot down 

directions to the market and parking. In tiny 

towns, you can follow the throngs of people 

to the giant Christmas tree — not so in major 

cities. Make sure you know how to reach the 

fest on foot, whether from a train station 

or parking area. It is also a good 

idea to have the address and 

phone number for the local 

tourism office and a brochure 

for the market, if available.  

Or take the train. Driving and parking can be 

expensive and stressful, plus you may have 

difficulty convincing a friend to pass up tasty, 

warming Glühwein.

Best option? Stay overnight. Choose a two-star 

hotel or AirBNB property near the festivities. 

If those are booked or too pricey, look for one 

near a public transportation stop.

Show up early on a weekday. Some markets are 

only open on weekends, and going during the 

day is best. Stick around just long enough to see 

the beauty after dark and toast one last mug of 

Glühwein.

Remember where you parked. If you have a 

smartphone with GPS, drop a pin so that you 

can locate your car later. Also ensure that you 

understand the signs and rules for where you 

have parked. You don’t want your car to be 

ticketed, towed or locked in a garage overnight. 

Set a schedule and meeting location. It is easy 

to get separated when you go out with a group, 

so designate a place and time to reconnect. 

Cellphone reception is frequently non-existent, 

and it is difficult to hear a ringing phone over 

the merriment.

Peruse before purchasing. You can easily 

window shop before deciding what you want 

to eat and buy at small markets. Of course, 

this isn’t the best plan for a market with 200 or 

300 stalls. Mouth-blown, hand-painted glass 

ornaments and wooden holiday items make 

great souvenirs and gifts. 

Get perfect holiday card photos. Almost every 

market has a central Christmas tree that makes a 

lovely backdrop for your family selfie. Dortmund’s 

is 150 feet tall with 48,000 lights, and Strasbourg’s 

100-footer is decked out with a different color 

scheme each year. Locate a giant version of the 

Christmas pyramid, a hallmark of holiday décor in 

Germany. Originally from the Ore Mountain region, 

the pyramid-shaped wooden decorations have 

multiple levels with spinning figurines. The tallest 

one is said to be at Dresden’s Striezelmarkt.  

You couldn’t ask for a better place to enjoy the most wonderful time of year. To make the most of the magical Christmas markets across Europe, consider these helpful hints from seasoned festivalgoers. 
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Before you go

At your destination
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By Carrie Farrell
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(In the Christmas bakery/there are many 
treats/between flour and milk/some 
joker is making/a gigantic mess – In the 
Christmas bakery)

This catchy holiday tune is a favorite among 

German children during the holidays and reflects a 

long-held tradition of holiday cookie baking.

The Christmas season is a very special and magical 

time in Germany. People get into the Christmas 

spirit by strolling through illuminated streets 

and brilliantly decorated Christmas markets in 

nearly every town -  both large and small.  Homes 

and Tannenbäume (Christmas trees) are adorned 

with twinkle lights and families focus heavily on 

spending time with loved ones and friends. 

Sharing in Tradition

During the whole Advent period, besides 

shopping for presents, families stress the 

importance of giving the most precious of all 

gifts: time. Time builds childhood memories 

that last forever. A great way to make the season 

memorable and spark a child’s imagination is by 

visiting a Weihnachtsbäckerei (Christmas bakery).  

The Weihnachtsbäckerei plays a time-honored role 

for children both young and old. It is an occasion 

for children to gather with friends and family to 

participate in the merriment of traditional and 

seasonal baking. The Weihnachtsbäckerei can 

be found among the many stalls at Christmas 

markets and at local village bakeries across 

Germany. Village master bakers will even offer 

a Weihnachtsbäckerei program providing local 

children the opportunity to bake Christmas 

cookies under the supervision of trained masters 

of their profession. 

Whether a family run bakery or a hut at a 

Christmas market, children bake their own cookies 

at the Weihnachtsbäckerei. From rolling out the 

dough, cutting shapes and decorating cookies 

to their very own taste with a variety of icings, 

nuts, jams, various colored candies and, of course, 

lots and lots of snow. Or, what we unimaginative 

adults call powdered sugar. Once the ingredients 

of childhood imagination are complete the dough 

is popped in the oven for, what every child would 

describe as an eternity. As the timer finally rings, 

not a second too soon either, the delicious treats 

are ready to be devoured.  Although there was 

surely a lot of nibbling going on in between, there 

will be plenty of cookies left to take home. 

Hands-on booths for children

Some Christmas bakeries are considered 

all-around “hands-on” booths. In addition to 

cookie baking, these festive huts are a great 

stop for little ones to participate in simple 

holiday crafts such as Christmas card making 

and sand art. Other art booths expose children 

to more extensive hands-on trades such as 

candle-making, leather work and glass 

painting to name a few. Here, kids can explore 

their creativity while making unique Christmas 

gifts to take home. Not only will someone 

be the lucky recipient of a handmade gift, 

but more importantly these activities make 

memories and promote both physical and 

mental development. 

It’s a special kind of magic that greets children 

during the Advent season in Germany. Taking part 

in the tasty tradition of cookie baking is sure to be 

an unforgettable experience for your kids while in 

Germany. Not to mention making new friends is so 

much easier when treats are involved! 

Frohe Weihnachten!  

©Rainer Klotz/123RF.com



Handprint
Christmas Craft for Children

hristmas wreaths make beautiful 

decorations during the holidays. We hang 

them on our front door, windows and some 

mirrors around the house. This year we decided 

to have our kiddos make and decorate their 

own holiday wreaths. You can search Pinterest to 

find numerous ways to make one. However, my 

children love to paint. That’s why we chose the 

handprint-painted wreaths. Follow these step-by-

step instructions to making your own:

 Supplies:

 of accent color.

 Instructions: 

1. On an empty canvas or poster board, draw a 

light circle in pencil. This will help children have a 

visual of the pattern they’re making.

 

2. With two different shades of green paint - one 

for each hand - have your kids make their hand 

prints all around the circle alternating hands.

3. Allow time to dry. Dip the tip of your paint 

brush handle in your accent color. Dot the paint 

around the wreath to create holly berries.

4. Once all the paint is dry, add your choice of 

other decorations. You can use snowflakes, glitter, 

puff balls or any other festive decor you can get 

your hands on.

5. Spray your canvas with a clear coat or apply a 

coat of Modge Podge to protect your little one’s 

fabulous creation.

6. Glue the bow or accent to the wreath. Don’t be 

afraid to change things up, it doesn’t have to go at 

the bottom. If you have more artistic talent than I 

do, you can also paint a nice bow as well.

Don’t have your Christmas card ready yet? Now you 

don’t have to! Take a good picture of the new art your 

kiddos just created. Using Amazon Prints or Snapfish, 

you can use it to make a fantastic Christmas card. All 

your family and friends will also get to enjoy your 

young one’s creativity. Happy crafting!  

By Shereece Spain

Christmas Wreath

Keeping children’s minds off of the carefully 
wrapped presents under the tree and the 
smell of fresh baked Christmas cookies can 
be extremely difficult. I have two toddlers, 
so I know the struggle is real! However, I 
have found that crafts are a nice distraction 
from it all. Not only will you have wonderful 
new decorations for your home, but you 
also create lasting memories.

C
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PAL PARCELS  
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

EXPRESS (Authorized Locations) 

Fill out and print your USPS International customs forms online before heading to the 
www.usps.com/international/customs-forms.htm.

2017 Holiday 
Mailing Deadlines:
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Bregenz: Innenstadt, Nov. 17-Dec. 23  www.bregenz.travel

Graz: Various markets, Nov. 17-Dec. 24  www.austria.info/uk/things-
to-do/skiing-and-winter/christmas-markets

Innsbruck: Various markets, Nov. 15-Jan.  6  www.christkindlmarkt.cc

Linz: Main Square and Volksgarten, Nov. 18-Dec. 24  www.
christkindlmarkt-linz.at 

Rattenberg: Torchlit Christmas, Nov. 24-Dec. 17  www.alpbachtal.
at/en/news/more-events-alpbachtal/rattenberger-advent_
event_1861

Salzburg: Hellbrunn Castle and Domplatz, Nov. 23-Dec. 24
www.hellbrunneradventzauber.at
 
Vienna: Various markets,  Nov. 15-Jan. 1  https://www.wien.info/
de/einkaufen-essen-trinken/maerkte/weihnachtsmaerkte 

Antwerp: City Hall, Dec. 9-Jan. 7  www.visitantwerpen.be 

Bruges: Simon Stevin Plein and Market Square
Nov. 24-Jan. 1  https://bezoekers.brugge.be/en

Brussels: Various markets, Nov. 24-Dec. 31 www.brussels.be/
winter-wonders-and-christmas-market-2017

Eupen: Dec. 15-17  www.eupen.be/Tourismus/Weihnachtsmarkt.aspx

Ghent: Winter Festival, Dec. 8-Jan. 7  www.gentsewinterfeesten.be

Leuven: Ladeuze Square and Herbert Hoover Square, Dec. 7-20 www.
leuvensekerstmarkt.com/engels.html

Liège: Place du Marché, Place du Marché  www.villagedenoel.be/en

Namur: Place d’armes and Rue de Fer, Dec. 1-31  www.noelanamur.be

Ypres: Market Square, Dec. 2-Jan. 7  www.toerismeieper.be/en/
event/286/christmas-market.html

Prague: Various locations,  Dec. 2-Jan.6
www.pragueexperience.com/events/christmas_markets.asp

Aarhus: Christmas in Den Gamle (The Old Town), Nov. 18-Dec. 23 
www.visitaarhus.com/ln-int/christmas-markets-aarhus-gdk836323

Copenhagen: Various markets, Nov. 19-Dec. 31   
www.visitcopenhagen.com/copenhagen/get-spirit-copenhagens-
christmas-markets
 

Bath: Nov. 23-Dec. 10  www.bathchristmasmarket.co.uk

Birmingham: Victoria Square and New Street, Nov. 16-Dec. 24
www.germanchristmasmarketbirmingham.com/
 
Bristol: Broadmead East and Merchant Street South, Nov. 10-Dec.24  
visitbristol.co.uk/whats-on/christmas-markets

Bury St. Edmonds: Nov. 23-26 www.
burystedmundschristmasfayre.co.uk

Durham: Dec. 1-3  durhamchristmasfestival.com

Gloucester Quays: Victorian Christmas Market and Festive Fayre, 
Nov. 16-26  www.gloucesterquays.co.uk

Huntingdon: Dec. 1-3 www.facebook.com 
events/445769232425126

Leeds: Nov. 10-Dec. 17  whatson.leeds.gov.uk/
germanchristmasmarket/Pages/default.aspx 

Lincoln: Dec. 7-10  lincoln-christmasmarket.co.uk

London: Various locations, including Winter Wonderland Hyde Park, 
Nov. 17-Jan. 1 (closed Christmas day); www.visitlondon.com/tag/
christmas-markets;  www.hydeparkwinterwonderland.com

Manchester: Various locations, including Albert Square, Nov. 17-Jan. 1 
www.visitmanchester.com/articles/shopping/christmas-markets

Portsmouth: Victorian Festival of Christmas, Dec. 1-3; buy tickets at 
www.historicdockyard.co.uk/victorian-festival-of-christmas-2017

Worcester: Victorian Christmas Fayre, Nov. 30-Dec. 3  www.
worcestercitymarkets.co.uk/victorian-christmas-fayre

York: St. Nicholas Christmas Fair, Nov. 16-Dec. 22
www.visityork.org/christmasmarkets.aspx

Colmar:  Town center, Nov. 24-Dec. 30  www.noel-colmar.com

Dijon: Place de la république, Dijon, Dec. 2-30    
marchedenoeldijon.com 

Lille: Place Rihour, Nov. 17-Dec. 27  www.noel-a-lille.com

Metz: Nov. 18-Dec. 30  www.tourisme-lorraine.fr

Mulhouse: Place de la Réunion, Nov. 24-Dec. 23
noel.tourisme-alsace.com 

Paris: Various markets, Nov. 15-Jan. 10  en.parisinfo.com/
discovering-paris/major-events/christmas-in-paris  

Rouen: Nov. 23-Dec. 31  marchedenoelrouen.com

Strasbourg: Various markets, Nov. 24-Dec. 24 
www.noel.strasbourg.eu, 

Toulouse: Place Du Capitole, Nov. 24-Dec. 26   
www.marchedenoeltoulouse.com

Visit these sites for more information about German Christmas 
markets: www.weihnachtsmarkt-deutschland.de
www.germany-christmas-market.org.uk 
www.brunnvalla.ch/weihnachtsmaerkte/deutschland.html 

Bad Wimpfen: Old German Christmas Market, City Center, Dec. 1-3, 
Dec. 8-10, Dec. 15-17

Baden-Baden: Lichtentaler Allee, Nov.21-Dec. 30

Burg Hohenzollern: Dec. 1-3, Dec. 8-10  
Admission: €10 adults/ free for children 16 and under 
 
Freiburg: Rathausplatz, Nov. 27-Dec. 23 

Gengenbach: Nov. 23-Dec. 23
  
Heidelberg: Various markets, Nov. 27-Dec. 22

Heilbronn: Various markets, Nov. 28-Dec. 21 

Karlsruhe: Martkplatz, Nov. 28-Dec. 23
 
Konstanz (Constance): Marktstätte, Nov. 30-Dec. 22 

Ladenburg: Marktplatz, Dec. 1-23 
 
Ludwigsburg: Marktplatz, Nov. 23-Dec. 22 

Mannheim: Kapuzinerplanken and Water Tower,  Nov. 29-Dec. 23

Schwetzingen: Schwetzingen Palace, Nov. 30-Dec. 3, 
Dec. 7-10, Dec. 14-17
 
Speyer: Nov. 27 - Jan. 7 (Closed Dec. 25-26) 

Stuttgart: Schillerplatz, Nov. 29-Dec. 23

Triberg: Weihnachtszauber at the waterfall,  Dec. 25-30

Tübingen: Old town, Dec. 15-17

Ulm: Münsterplatz, Nov. 27-Dec. 22 

Altötting: Kapellplatz, Nov. 25 - Dec.17

Augsburg: City Hall, Nov. 21-Dec. 24

Bad Tölz: Marktstraße, Nov. 24-Dec. 23

Bamberg: City Center, Nov. 30-Dec. 23

Bayreuth: Spitalkirche, Nov. 24-Dec. 23

Berchtesgaden: Advent market, Nov. 30-Dec. 11, Dec. 14-24, 26-31 

Dinkelsbühl: Spitalhof Christmas market, Nov. 30-Dec. 21

COPENHAGEN
© MILUXIAN / 123RF.COM
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Frauenchiemsee: Dec. 1-3, 8-10

Füssen: St. Mang monastery, Dec. 8-10, 15-17

Garmisch-Partenkirchen: Richard-Strauss-Square, Nov. 25-Dec. 23

Kempten: Rathausplatz, Nov. 30-Dec. 22

Lindau: Seepromenade, Nov. 23-Dec. 17 (Closed Nov. 26)

Miltenberg: Marktplatz, Dec. 1-23

München (Munich): Various markets, Nov. 27-Dec. 24

Nördlingen: Romantic Christmas Market, old town, Dec. 1-23

Nürnberg (Nuremberg): Hauptmarkt, Dec. 1-24

Passau: Domplatz, Nov. 29-Dec.23

Regensburg: Various markets, Nov. 30-Dec. 23

Rothenburg ob der Tauber: City Hall, Dec. 1-23
 
Schwangau: Culinary St. Nickolaus Market, Dec. 4

Würzburg: Marktplatz, Dec. 1-23

Berlin: Several markets; visit www.weihnachteninberlin.de

Bremen: Innenstadt, Nov. 27 - Dec. 23

Darmstadt: Marktplatz, Nov. 20-Dec. 23

Dreieich: Burg Hayn, Dec. 9-10, Dec. 16-17

Frankfurt am Main: Various markets, Nov. 27 - Dec. 22

Kassel: Various markets, Nov. 27 - Dec. 30 (closed Dec 24-26)

Michelstadt: Old German Market,Dec. 1-23

Ronneburg: Burg Ronneburg, Dec. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17; 
admission fee applies

Rüdesheim am Rhein: Christmas Market of Nations, 
old town, Nov. 23-Dec. 23 (closed Nov. 26)

Wiesbaden: Twinkling Star Market, Schlossplatz,Nov. 28-Dec. 23  

Rostock: Kröpelinerstraße and Langestraße, Nov. 27-Dec. 22

Stralsund: Christmas market between city hall and New Market,
Nov. 24-Dec. 22, Dec. 25 (half-day)-Jan.1

Wismar: Marktplatz, Nov. 27-Dec. 21

Braunschweig: Around cathedral and Domplatz, 
Nov. 29-Dec. 29 (closed Dec. 24-25)

Celle: Old town, Nov. 30-Dec. 27 (closed Dec. 24)

Goslar: Marktplatz, Nov. 29-Dec. 30 

Göttingen: Marktplatz, Nov. 29-Dec. 29 (closed Dec. 24-26)

Hameln: Old town, Nov. 27-Dec. 23

Hannover: City Center, Nov. 29-Dec. 22

Hildesheim: Old town, Nov. 30-Dec. 28 (closed Dec. 24-25)

Lüneburg: Historic Christmas Market, City Center, Nov. 27 -Dec. 22

Osnabrück: In front of City Hall, Nov. 27-Dec. 22

Aachen: Marktplatz, Nov. 24-Dec. 23

Bonn: Münsterplatz, Nov. 24-Dec. 23 

Dortmund: Hansaplatz, Nov. 23-Dec. 30 (closed Nov. 26 & Dec. 25)

Düsseldorf: City center, Nov. 17-Dec.  30 (closed Nov. 26 & Dec. 25))

Essen: City Center, Nov. 23-Dec. 23

Köln (Cologne): Various markets, Nov. 27-Dec. 23

Monschau: Marktplatz along Rurstraße, Nov. 24-26; 
Dec. 1-3, 8-10, 15-17, 22-24

Münster: Various markets, Nov. 27-Dec. 23

Oberhausen: CentrO, Nov. 16-Dec. 23; Old Town, Nov. 30-Dec. 23

Bad Hönningen: Old town, Nov. 26-27

Bernkastel-Kues: Old town, Nov.24-Dec. 23

Cochem: Endertplatz, Nov. 24-Dec. 17 (closed Nov. 26); Castle 
market, Dec. 9-10

Kaiserslautern: Schillerplatz and Stiftskirche, Nov. 27-Dec. 23; 
New year’s market, Dec. 27-30

Koblenz: Old town, Nov. 24-Dec. 22

Mainz: Marktplatz, Nov. 30-Dec. 23 

Thallichtenberg: Medieval Christmas Market, Lichtenberg Castle,  
Dec. 2-3

Trier: Hauptmarkt, Nov. 28-Dec. 22 

Trippstadt-Johanniskreuz: Forest Christmas market, Dec. 16-17
 

Saarbrücken: City Center, Nov. 27 - Dec. 23

Annaberg-Buchholz: Marktplatz, Nov. 25 - Dec. 23;  
Miner’s parade, Dec. 18

Aue: Rauchelmannelmarkt, Altmarkt, Nov. 25-27; 
Miner’s parade, Nov. 27

Bautzen: Old town, Nov. 25-Dec. 18

Chemnitz: Marktplatz, Nov. 25-Dec. 23

Dresden: Striezelmarkt, City Center, Nov. 26-Dec. 24

Freiberg: Freiberger Obermarkt, Nov. 22-Dec. 22;  Miner’s parade, Dec. 3

Johanngeorgenstadt: Schwibbogenfest, Platz des Bergmanns,  
Dec. 10-11

Leipzig: Marktplatz, Nov. 22-Dec. 23

Marienberg: Marktplatz, Nov. 26-Dec. 18

Neuhausen: Nussknackermarkt (Nutcracker Market), 
Nussknackermuseum at Bahnhofstrasse, Dec. 5-6, 12-13

Schneeberg: City center, Nov. 25-Dec. 21

Schwarzenberg: Old town, Dec. 2-11; Miner’s parade, Dec. 10

Seiffen: Rathausplatz, Nov. 26-Dec. 18; Miner’s parade, Dec. 10

Thum:  Neumarkt, Nov. 26-27

Zwickau  City center, Nov. 22-Dec. 23; Miner’s parade, Dec. 10

Sachsen (Saxony)

Saarland

Rheinland-Pfalz

Nordrhein-Westfalen

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern

Hessen

Berlin & Brandenburg

FRANKFURT

Niedersachsen (Lower Saxony)
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Magdeburg: Nov. 21-Dec. 30  (closed Dec. 24-25)

Quedlinburg: Marktplatz, Nov. 25-Dec. 21

Eisenach: Wartburg Castle, Nov. 26-27, Dec. 3-4, 10-11, 17-18

Erfurt: Domplatz, Nov. 22-Dec. 22

Weimar: Marktplatz, Nov. 22-Jan. 6 (closed Dec. 24-25, Jan. 1)

Hamburg: Several markets; Rathausmarkt, Nov. 21-Dec. 23; 
for more, visit www.hamburg-travel.com/experience/
events/christmas

Lübeck: Several markets, Nov. 21-Dec. 30
www.luebecker-weihnachtsmarkt.de

Budapest: Christmas Fair, Vörösmarty Square, Nov.11-Jan. 6 
with craft booths open until Dec. 24 (closed Dec. 25-26) 
budapestchristmas.com

Brunico/ Bruneck:  Nov. 25-Jan. 6 (closed Dec. 25)
www.christmas-markets.it/en/christmas-market-brunico-
south-tyrol.aspx

Candelara: Nov. 26-27; Dec. 3-4, 8-11
www.candelara.com 

Trento: Piazza Fiera, Nov. 19- Jan. 6 (closed Dec. 25) 
www.mercatinodinatale.tn.it 

Verona: Nov.18-Dec. 26  www.nataleinpiazza.it  

Amsterdam: Numerous markets, www.iamsterdam.com

Gouda: Gouda by Candlelight, city center, Dec. 16
www.goudabijkaarslicht.nl

Valkenburg aan de Geul: Cave Markets, Nov. 18-Dec. 23
www.kerststad.nl

Barcelona: Nov. 27-Dec. 23  irbarcelona.org/christmas-barcelona

Madrid: Nov. 27 - Jan. 6  navidadmadrid.com, www.esmadrid.com/
en/whats-on/navidad-madrid

Göteborg: Tjolöholm Castle, Nov. 11-20; Nordstan Shopping Centre, 
Nov. 18-Dec. 30;  Liseberg Amusement Park, Nov. 18-20, 25-27, Dec. 
1-4, 6-11, 13-23, 26-30; Gunnebo House and Gardens, Nov. 26-27, 
Dec. 3-4; Röda Sten Art Centre, Dec. 11-13
www.goteborg.com/en/christmascity/christmas-markets

Stockholm: Stortoget Square, Nov.19-Dec. 23 
www.stortorgetsjulmarknad.com

Basel: Barfüsserplatz and Münsterplatz, Nov. 24-Dec. 23 
www.basel.com/en/Christmas-in-Basel/Christmas-Market

Bern: City Center, Dec. 3-24,  www.weihnachtsmarktbern.ch

Brienz: City Center, Nov. 26-27,  weihnachtsmarkt-brienz.ch

Interlaken: Jungfraustraße, Amman-Hofer-Platz, Kunsthaus-Platz 
and Schuhgässli Dec. 17-23  www.weihnachtsmarkt-interlaken.ch

Luzern: Franziskanerplatz, Dec. 3-21; train station, Nov. 24-Dec. 24 
www.weihnachtsmarktluzern.com; www.christkindlimarkt.ch

Montreux: Several locations around Lake Geneva, Nov. 24-Dec. 24
www.montreuxnoel.com/en-1-christmas-market.html  

Zurich: Main train station, Nov. 25-Dec. 24 
www.christkindlimarkt.ch

**Dates are subject to change. Always confirm dates and opening times 
on official tourism, city or event website. Most markets are closed or have 
reduced hours on holidays.

Sachsen-Anhalt

Thüringen

Hungary

Italy
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Switzerland

Schleswig-Holstein & Hamburg
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