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Sadie M. (6), wants to be 

a detective astronaut!

Kamran F. (7), wants to be 

a video game developer!

These three siblings all 

want to be something 

different: 

Noah K. (17), wants to be 

a biomedical engineer!

Abe K. (11), wants to be 

a paleo artist!

Isaiah K. (7), wants to be 

retired (a lot of us are with 

you on that one)! 

Morgan H. (11), wants to 

be a movie director!

These three siblings have 

athletics, medicine and 

locomotives covered:

Prayash G. (5), wants to 

be a train driver!

Prasoon G. (9), wants 

to be a footballer/

soccer player!

Prasiddh G. (11), wants to 

be an ophthalmologist!

Allyson R. (13), wants to 

be an astrophysicist!

Oliver P. (6), wants to 

work at a Spider-Man 

shop and invent real 

web-shooters. His sister...

Annabeth P. (9), wants to 

own a coffee shop or be a 

teacher! 

Aella M. (3.5), wants to be 

a monster truck driver!

Annabel C. (10), wants to 

be an animator.

Jameson C. (7), wants 

to be a herpetologist 

(that’s a snake and 

lizard scientist)!

Ellie D. (5), wants to be a 

neonatal physician!

These three siblings all

want to be something 

different:

Noah K. (17), wants to be

a biomedical engineer!

AbAbe KA . (11), wants to be 

a palaleo artist!

Isaiah  K. (7), wants to be e 

retired (a lot of us are we with

you onn that one)! 

Oliver P. (6), wants to 

work at a Spider-Man

shop and invent real 

web-shooters. His sister...

Annabeth P. (9), wants too

own a coffee shop or be e a 

teacher! 

By Katie Wells

There are so many cool jobs in the world, from artists to 

scientists, carpenters, video developers and much more. 

We asked what you want to be when you grow up and you 

came up with some amazing responses! Lots of you want to 

be YouTubers, singers, teachers and doctors!

What Do You Want To Be When You Grow Up? ? ?
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Elora HW. (4), wants to be 

an astronaut chef! 

These two brothers’ 

career goals go hand 

in hand: 

Elijah G. (7), wants to 

be an astronomer and 

robotics programmer!

Noah G. (4), wants to be a 

robot. Hopefully, his robot-

ics programmer big brother 

can give him tune-ups!

What you want to be 

when you grow up may 

change as you get older. 

Explore your interests 

and hobbies, and dream 

big! You might find 

something you never 

knew existed or even 

create a new job! 

? ? ?

Have you heard of the military 
working dogs that train with 
the Special Forces? 

These canines are elite workers. 

They are highly trained to work 

alongside their human handlers to 

detect bombs, scout and patrol as 

well as go on search and rescue
missions. Some are even trained 

to parachute out of planes or repel
from helicopters. Can you imagine 

a dog floating down from the sky? 

It takes a large amount of skill, 
trust and training for these dogs to 

do what they do. Their incredible 

sense of smell makes them perfect 

for these types of job duties. Dogs 

can detect explosives better than 

any military equipment. 

Most military working dogs are a 

breed called the Belgian Malinois. 

This is because they are 

quick as lightning, 

strong sniffers, fierce 

and loyal. Both the 

handler and dog train 

together to create an 

inseparable bond. 

If you love dogs, you could 

also become a military 

working dog handler.

Special ForcesSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSpppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeecccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaalllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooorrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrcccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss
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Did you know that zombies 

were not allowed in comic books 

for over 20 years?  What about 

the fact that there are FIVE 

different eras of comic books?  

Comic books have a history that 

goes back over 100 years! They 

can be scary, funny, sad, imagi-

nary or based on real life. There 
is a comic book out there 
for everyone. 

The Golden Age of Comics (1938–1950s)

The first comic book published in America was “The Yellow Kid in McFad-

den Flats” by Richard Outcault in 1897. However, it took almost 50 years for 

comic books to become super popular. 1938 is the start of the Golden Age 

because this marks the first appearance of Superman in comic books.

Superheroes took over comic book stories during the Golden Age. 

This had a lot to do with World War II happening during this time. 

Superheroes, including Captain America who was 

introduced in 1941, made it clear who was “good” and 

who was “bad.” This was when the two big publishers 

Marvel (1939) and DC (1934) were founded.

Silver Age (1950s–1970s)

Many adults thought that comic books were too violent or too scary for 

children and the Comics Code Authority (CCA) was created to make rules 

about what could be in a comic.

Zombies, werewolves, vampires, horror and terror were not allowed in comics 

with the CCA seal of approval. Adults felt better letting their kids buy comics 

that had the CCA label on them. All the big comic publishers put the logo on 

their books. However, the CCA also led to weird characters that got around 

the rules such as Vampiresaurus Rex and Zuvembies.

Even with the strict rules of the CCA, many popular characters were created 

during this time. These include the Teen Titans, Batgirl, the Justice League
and Iron Man. 

KAPOW!!!
A Cr

ash
Cours

e in American Comics
By Tamala Malerk
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Bronze Age (1970s–1980s)

This is when publishers started ignoring 

the rules of the CCA. This is also the 

era when the popular X-Man, Wolver-
ine, first appeared. His first appearance 

occurs in “The Incredible Hulk” number 

181 in 1974. Other popular characters 

that came out during this era include 

Luke Cage (1972), Storm from the 

X-Men (1975) and Rocket Racoon from 

The Guardians of the Galaxy (1976).

Dark Age (1980s–2000)

During this time, there was a rise of 

comic books with darker stories and 

the creation of the anti-hero: someone 

who isn’t a villain but also doesn’t fol-

low the rules of a hero. This time also 

led to a rise in smaller comic book 

publishers outside of the big two. 

These newer publishers include Dark 

Horse, Valient and Image Comics. 

This is also the era when Manga, 

which are Japanese comic books 

and graphic novels, became popu-

lar in America.

Modern Age (2000–Today)

Today, comic books can be 

read in different ways. They 

are no longer just short 

print paper books. You can 

buy graphic novels, which 

are book-length stories told 

using comic style. You can also read 

comics digitally. Some of these digital 

comics are animated with voiceovers. 

You can even watch comic books come 

to life in the movie theater and on tele-

vision screens. 

nd

eone

fol-

lso 

ark

-

PHOTO CREDITS: IRON MAN © PANYA7/STOCK.ADOBE.COM | COMICS CODE AUTHORITY SYMBOL © COMIC BOOK LEGAL DEFENSE FUND | WOLVERINE COVER © BRANDON 

WOYSHNIS/STOCK.ADOBE.COM | VARIOUS COMIC BOOK COVERS © JEFF WHYTE/STOCK.ADOBE.COM | PRETTY GUARDIAN SAILOR MOON © NAOKO TAKEUCHI
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He started working as a comic book 

assistant editor in 1938. He went on 

to be one of comic books’ greatest 

creators and cheerleaders. Lee helped 

to create many characters you may 

know: The Fantastic Four, Spider-Man, 

The Incredible Hulk and The X-Men. 

Because of his important role in the 

Marvel world, he has appeared in 

over 60 Marvel movies, TV shows and 

video games. He usually says one or 

two lines, if any. These appearances 

are often short, sometimes even just 

a photograph. The quick appearances 

are known as “cameos.” Unfortunately, 

Stan Lee passed away in 2018, but his 

story lives on in Marvel media. He ap-

peared on a poster in “Deadpool and 

Wolverine” in 2024.

We don’t have enough room on the 

page to list all of his cameos, but here 

are some of the most notable. 

1. First Marvel cameo on television:

“The Trial of the Incredible Hulk” in 

1989 

2. First Marvel movie cameo in movie 

theaters: “X-Men” in 2000

3. First video game cameo: “Spider-

Man” in 2000 for the PlayStation 1

4. First and only cameo with his wife 

Joan: “X-Men: Apocalypse” (2016)

5. Last live Marvel movie cameo:

“Avengers: End Game” (2019)

Have you seen a Stan Lee cameo? 

The Man Behind the 
Marvel Movie Cameos
By Tamala Malerk

When you are watching your favorite 

Marvel superhero movies, you may 

notice one man always appears. Who is 

that guy? 

In 1922, Stanley Martin Lieber was born 

in New York. You may know him as 

Stan Lee. Comic book movies are pop-

ular today. However, it was not always 

like that. Lee helped to make comic 

books and movies cool. 

Making a comic story is like telling a 
fun little adventure with pictures, all 
on one page. Use the blank panels on 
the next page to make your comic. 

Step 1: Start the Story (Panel 1)
This is where we show:

• Where the story is happening

(Is it in a castle? A forest? A kitchen?)
• Who’s in it (A wizard? A burrito? 

A superhero?)
• What they want to do 

(Make a magic spell? Find their 
way home? Eat a huge sandwich?)

Step 2: Uh-oh! Something Goes 
Wrong (Panels 2–3)
Now something bad or funny happens 

that stops the character from getting 

what they want.

• A mistake, a silly mix-up or a surprise 

problem to solve.

Step 3: What Now?! (Panels 4–5)
This is where your character:

• Feels surprised, sad, mad or confused.

• Thinks of a new plan or tries something 

different.

Step 4: The Ending! (Panel 6)
Here’s the big surprise or funny 

moment—the conclusion.

• Something silly or totally 

unexpected happens.

• Your reader laughs 

or says, “Wow!”

Create Your Own Comic!

8



9



By
 Z

oe
 N

ic
ko

la

10



Zo
e 

is 
a 

m
ilit

ar
y 

ki
d 

w
ho

 li
ve

s 
in

 K
ai

se
rs

la
ut

er
n,

 G
er

m
an

y 
an

d 
go

es
 to

 a
 G

er
m

an
 h

ig
h 

sc
ho

ol
 n

ea
r h

er
 h

ou
se

.

11



TAKING THE BUSTAKING THE BUS
● Be early.

● Have your bus pass ready.

● Stay seated and calm.

● Respect the bus driver.

● Chat quietly.

RIDING A BIKERIDING A BIKE
● Wear a helmet.

● Tuck in your pant legs. 

● Follow road rules. 

● Use hand signals for drivers.

● Listen and look for cars.

● Carry your stuff in a backpack or basket.

WALKINGWALKING
● Use the sidewalk.

● Only cross at a crosswalk.

● Wait for a green signal.

● Stay alert for cars.

● Keep your phone put away. 

● Use reflective gear on dark mornings.

By Kat Nickola
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Bike
Answers:1. Clean the Chain with a rag so it runs smoothly. 2. Your seAt, or saddle, should not move when you sit on it. 3. Squeeze the Brake levers to make sure they stop your 

bike. 4. Use a white Light in front and a red one in back.  5. Test the sound of your bEll.  6. Pump up your tireS so they are firm. What connects your brake levers to the brakes?
Write the circled letters:  C (1)   A (2)   B (3)   L (4)   E (5)   S (6)

Write in and trace the bike 
parts you need to check 
for a safe bike ride.

Check
Safety

By Kat Nickola

1. Clean the __ __ __ __ __ with a rag so it runs smoothly.

2. Your __ __ __ __, or saddle, should not move when you sit on it.

3. Squeeze the __ __ __ __ __  levers to make sure they stop 

your bike.

4. Use a white __ __ __ __ __ in front and a red one in back. 

5. Test the sound of your __ __ __ __.

6. Pump up your __ __ __ __ __ so they are firm.

What connects your brake levers to the brakes?

Write the circled letters:  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

                        1      2     3     4     5    6

TAKING THE BUS

RIDING A BIKE

WALKING

13



By Kat Nickola

A fractal is made from a never-ending pattern that is repeated at different sizes. 
It is “self-similar.” This means that as you zoom in or out, all the parts have a 

similar shape to the whole thing.

FANCYFANCY 
F R AC TA L SF R AC TA L S

SPIRAL FRACTALS
You can make a simple spiral fractal.

Start by drawing a square. Now draw 

another square inside of it but turned 

sideways. Keep drawing smaller and 

smaller squares inside! 

To see the spiral, color the triangles.

BRANCHING FRACTALS
You can also draw branching fractals. 

Start by drawing three lines. At the end 

of each line, draw three more. Keep 

adding three more branches to the tip 

of each line. 

Use the Fractal Explorer to create your 

own branching fractals: 

www.visnos.com/demos/fractal

COMPLEX FRACTALS
Mathematicians can make very complex 

fractals like a dragon curve. Using math, 

a simple line is copied and turned. Then 

each set of lines is also copied and 

turned. This happens over and over as it 

makes a pattern.

14



Spiral fractals
are seen in the patterns of 

hurricanes, tornados and in the 

shape of galaxies. 

Plants like aloe, sunflowers 

and broccoli grow like 

spiral fractals. 

Water acts like a fractal
in a big way when it carves 

rivers and coastlines, and in a 

small way when it forms frost 

and snowflakes.

Animals sometimes 

grow horns or shells in a 

spiral fractal
pattern.

Branching fractals
can be seen in the human body! From 

the airways in your lungs to the neurons 

in your brain. 

Plants branch out like fractals. 

You can see it in the way trees grow 

branches and roots. It’s also why fern fronds 

look like they are made of other tiny ferns. 

FRACTALS IN NATURE
Nature likes to create patterns, too. And 

when those patterns are self-similar 
(the small parts look like copies of the 

whole thing) they are fractals!FANCY 
F R AC TA L S
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COLOR THE MOLLUSK TO 
FIND THE GOLDEN RATIO!

THE GOLDEN RATIO
There is one special way to make 

fractals that is both math and art. It is 

called the golden ratio. You can use it to 

lay out a drawing or frame a photo. 

Or, you can copy nature and use it to 

make repeated patterns.

The ratio is a special number that starts with 1.618. It is 

represented by the Greek letter Phi: Φ. 

It can be seen in a rectangle with the short side 

measuring 1 and the long side measuring 1.618. 

The rectangle can be broken down into a square and 

another rectangle. Then that rectangle can be broken 

down into a square and rectangle. 

It can go on and on and on.

This golden ratio makes a special fractal that spirals.

Nature shows off the golden ratio in shells!

1.618

1

16
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In your travels, you may have noticed little sheds, telephone 
booths or repurposed doll houses filled with books. These are 
mini, free libraries. 

The idea is that if you take a book to read, you return it when you 

are finished reading or you add a book to replace it. These pop-up 

little libraries are all over the world. Each library is unique. Some 

have books in other languages, some have books in braille and 

some even have crafts and activities. 

They’ve become so popular there are even a few on 
military bases. 

A military kid just like you had the idea for a little library 

located on-post in Baumholder, Germany. According to the 

“Kaiserslautern American” newspaper, Lorne Huxtable, who 

was a seventh grader at Baumholder Middle School when 

he built it, said, “I need to get better at reading, so I 
thought I’d just promote literacy throughout the 
whole community as well.” This is a little library which 

has been officially registered with LittleFreeLibrary.org.

When traveling around Europe, I’ve seen unique little libraries in 

Interlaken, Paris, Rome, Bamberg and Amberg. Always keep your 

eye out, you never know where you might find one and it can be 

fun to try reading a book in another language! 

By Katie Wells Little 
Libraries

By Katie Wells

If you live in Bavaria look 

for this little library with 

a spinning pinwheel on 

top in Amberg (close to 

Vilseck and Grafenwöhr).

Find a registered 

Little Library near you!
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GET YOUR FREE COPY
The Stripes European Road Guide will 

be available at your installation’s 
A&FRC, ACS and FFSC!

Ready for your next

ROAD 
TRIP?

GET YOYY UR FREE COPYP

Ready for your next

ROAD 
TRIP?

lable at your installation’s
&FRC, ACSCSS aaandndndnd FFFFFFFFFFSSSSSC!C!C!C!C



LABYRINTH 

OR 

MAZE?

A labyrinth has one path through 

the entire thing. It is easy on purpose. 

The action of drawing the line or walking 

along the trail can be calming.

A maze is a puzzle you must solve. The 

goal is to figure out which path to take. 

There are dead ends and wrong turns. 

Every tube (subway) station in London
has a small labyrinth artwork you can 

trace with your finger. 

The Drielandenpunt maze is where Belgium, 

Germany and The Netherlands meet. The name 

means “three land points.”

Visit a maze!

Art on the Underground!
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OR 

YOUR NEW 
ADVENTURE
welcome to

INSIDE: Housing Help / Resources for Kids / Key Services / Community Connections / Much More!

Need help getting settled at your new duty 
station? Stars and Stripes has you covered. 

View all welcome guides digitally at 
stripes.com/special-publications or grab 
a free copy at your local Commissary, 
Exchange, Express or Welcome Center.





Yarn Bombing
Yarn bombing is a type of graffiti street art 

that uses fibers like yarn and fabric instead of 

paint. Its purpose is to be playful and some-

times convey a message. Some people use 

lace or cloth. Others knit or crochet around 

things like trees. And some people simply tie 

yarn around stuff like streetlamps in an imagi-

native way. 

Yarn bombing is all about the unexpected. It 

can be simple like knitted socks on a statue’s 

legs, or as complex as making a sweater for 

a whole bus. Artists have “yarn bombed” bus 

seats in Reykjavik, Iceland, covered the Hel-

sinki Cathedral steps in Finland with a crochet 

blanket, covered a WWII tank in Copenhagen, 

Denmark with pink knit squares and even 

made sweaters for a flock 

of sheep statues in Belfast, 

Ireland. This is a fun and 

temporary way to liven cities 

up with art! 

Origami Street Art
Did you know that paper is made from all sorts 

of plant fiber? You can even make your own and 

add in things like flowers and glitter. There 

are many artists that use paper to make art. 

Some artists cut intricate designs into 

paper to make it pop out and have 

dimension. Some artists fold the pages 

of books into 3-D shapes like the face of a 

main character or maybe a dragon. Paper 

is foldable and weavable, making it a great 

medium for art projects. 

Origami is one of the oldest forms of fiber 

art. An artist in Paris named Mademoiselle 
Maurice, has become well known for using 

origami as graffiti in public spaces. Al-

though the paper artworks are temporary, 

if you’re in Paris keep an eye out, and 

you might see a spray of rainbow origami 

across a wall or staircase. 
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There are many things 
you can do with fiber art.
Here are a few forms of fiber art you can try.

1.  Papermaking
2.  Weaving
3.  Knitting
4.  Felting

5.  Crocheting
6.  Quilting
7.  Macrame
8.  Lacemaking

ryy.

1 6

7

8

2

3

4

5
24





APFELSCHORLE
CHINOTTO
HORCHATA
GINGER BEER

Materials
8-10 gummy bears 

4-5 clear cups 

4-5 liquids

Water

Salt water

Milk

Vinegar

 (Optional) A local drink like: 

APFELSCHORLE in Germany

CHINOTTO in Italy,

HORCHATA in Spain or 

GINGER BEER in England. 

Pencil or pen

What happens when a gummy bear 
gets too wet? In this experiment you 
will find out which liquid changes the 
gummy bear the most.

Hypothesis (This is what you think will happen before you do 
the experiment) What liquid do you think will change the gummy 
bear the most? Why?

*Adapted from Education To The Core

GUMMYGUMMYGUMMY

ExperimentExperiment
By Tamala MalerkBy Tamala Malerk

See how our 

experiment 

turned out!
See how our 

experiment 

turned out!
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Method
Fill each cup with one of the different liquids.

Put one gummy bear into each cup. 
Also, set a gummy bear beside each cup 
to compare them later. 

Wait 10–12 hours. 
You may want to do 
this before you go 
to school and check 
your results before 
you go to bed.

1

2

3

GUMMY Results
Which gummy bear changed the most? 
Which gummy bear changed the least? 
Was your hypothesis right? 

27
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