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?THINK HARBERT.
No matter where you are in your career, 
the Harbert College of Business has a 
nationally ranked MBA program that will 
work for you:

 • Full-time

 • Online

 • Executive

 • Physicians Executive

MBA 
harbert.auburn.edu/mbaprograms

THINKING      
ABOUT AN

Auburn University is an equal opportunity educational institution / employer

Technical Training 

during COVID
Discover the ways to 
pursue vocational and 
technical licensing and 

 

A program designed to 
help you make a smooth 
transition from being a 
servicemember to having 

14

How can you drop that 
class you are failing and 

129

 

Department of Defense offers servicemembers and their 
families a wide range of education resources during their 
extended time at home due to COVID-19                     
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Take advatage of online 
courses for credits 
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Relocation is part of military life. Every few years your family may be 
required to move, possibly across the county or to another country. 
Relocating a school-aged child includes its own unique challenges and 
responsibilities. Military OneSource provides practical information on 
enrollment, placement and attendance, as well as other helpful intel 
you’ll need to successfully help your children navigate these transitions 
and build lifelong resiliency.
Ensure a smooth transition with these steps:
Obtain school records

The Interstate Compact on Educational Op-
portunity for Military Children is designed 
to make the school switch easier for military 

-

of your child’s school records from their old 
-

their current class year even if the new school 

Start your kids on the right track

the compact helps ensure that your child 

child won’t have to repeat basic coursework if 

-

Focus on graduation

school district may accept your child’s exit ex-
ams and achievement tests required to gradu-

two school districts will work together to get a 
diploma from the former school to ensure on-

Smooth the transition for  
exceptional family members

Alert your new school and your medical pro-

Request a copy of their complete educational 
and medical records and submit it to the new 

with Disabilities Education Act covers your 

Changing Schools – The Essentials

Courtesy of Military OneSource
Courtesy of Military OneSource

Courtesy of Military.com

Have you been thinking about getting 

around to it yet? Why not? In most 

one of 
are:

Confusion
Money
Time

Motivation

remove these barriers when you learn 

helped thousands of other service-
members and veterans get their 

It’s time to address the last of these 

Turn Academic  

getting started on any challenging 

remember how you felt when you de-

-

-

college courses you’ll likely be taking 

counselors and the DoD offers online 
tools to help you prepare for the rig-

Remember: a college degree is less of 
a measure of intelligence and more of 

-

fear motivate you! The following are 
examples of what you should really be 
afraid of:

• 

• Missed Promotion/Advancement 
Opportunities

• 

If you are currently on 

relatively solid wages and 

you will have to leave the 

completed your educa-
tion by the time you 

looking at lower wages 

level of education and 

also directly affect your ability to get 

Be aware: Although it is true higher 
education increases your opportu-

-
lege degree can be the difference 
between being promoted or getting 

-

down to this: you need to be prepared 
when the doors of opportunity 

continually improve your level of train-

but like many government-funded 

the military you lose your eligibility 

veteran you only have 10 to 15 years 
from your last day of active-duty to 

on today’s payment rates that could 
mean a loss of hundreds of thousands 

“use it, or 
you’ll lose it”

you are ready to increase your earning 

Choosing your career path and degree 
program should be your next step in 

of that process is reaching out to col-
leges and universities to learn more 
about their education processes and 

Remember
-

tions and seek counseling before 

Finding the  
 

g
you should really be 

tion/Advancement 

y on

ges and 

ave the 

duca-
ou 

wages 

and 

you’ll lose it”
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Courtesy of Military.com

Asystems specialists will soon be the most sought after 

The Department of Defense (DOD)  has worked with the 

many ways for you to pursue vocational and technical licensing and 

Many of these programs are available to you while you are on active-

The following table will provide you information on programs that 
are available to you:

Courtesy of Military OneSource

Make the most of the unexpected time you have at home because 

Department of Defense (DOD) offers for servicemembers and their 

– The TA DECIDE tool from the DOD lets servicemembers compare 

education and career-planning programs and services including:

– Academic Skills Training – to help improve your test scores and 
college-readiness

experience into civilian college credit to save time and money on 
education

– Reimbursable exams for college readiness and credit – including 

• The Spouse Education and Career Opportunities (SECO) program 
connects military spouses with tools and resources including 

— such as Onward to Opportunity — for increasing your professional 

– Searching for scholarships

– Assessing values and skills

 

Increase Your  
Skills and Education

 
COVID-19 Pandemic

Army COOL Program 

Army Knowledge Online  
Army Tuition Assistance 

 

 
Program 

My Navy Portal Marine Corps 
Tuition Assistance

 

 
Program 

Learning Management System

Coast Guard Tuition Assistance

Navy COOL Program 

My Navy Portal  

Navy Tuition Assistance 

 

VA Vocational Rehab  
(Veterans Only) 

 
(Reserve and Veterans Only)

Government Learning Center 

Troops to Teachers

Helmets to Hard Hats
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SERVING

LEADING
TOMORROW.

TODAY.

For 50 years, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
– Worldwide has been helping service members 
and veterans elevate their military and civilian 
careers. Our global campuses and online options 
offer award-winning instruction that prepares you 

military-friendly programs are consistently ranked 
U.S. News & World Report.

You get individualized support from experienced 
advisors who understand military service, tech 

aid assistance, faculty coaching, career resources, 
and a direct connection to more than 137,000 

successful graduates.

evaluation and degree map today!

Europe: worldwide.erau.edu/starsandstripes 

PACOM: worldwide.erau.edu/starsandstripes-pacom
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By StatePoint Media, Courtesy of 
StripesEurope.com

Ask kids what their favorite 

and fewer will say “math” 

fourth-graders report that math is one 

to the National Center for Education 

At a time when a strong math foun-
dation is more important than ever 

more complex and challenging with 

Here are a few ideas for infusing fun 
into the equation:

 Don’t make 

about the batting average of your 

budget or watching a news report 

the many ways in which math is used 
to think about the world and spark a 

tech tools that feel most natural to 

particularly good about this decision 

calculators today are much more 
intuitive to use than their predeces-

-

 Many students stop loving 

a lot of students don’t mention they 
are struggling until it’s too late to eas-

Periodically check in with your 
student to ensure they are keeping 

know there is no shame in getting an 

meet with students before or after 
class to offer assistance and answer 

online tutorials can also help students 

approachable and offering the right 
-

ematician continue to embrace the 

How math can 
become your 
child’s favorite 

Long before the Coronavirus turned our lives upside down, online instruction has 
helped millions around the world gain competency and credits toward certification 
and academic degrees. Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) are courses that are, 
generally speaking, open to all, offered at the learner’s own pace and free of charge for 
those not seeking certification. First launched in 2008, the MOOC phenomenon has 
firmly taken root, and in the meantime, ever more opportunities to obtain knowledge 
and education have appeared on the horizon. Here’s just a quick survey of today’s 
online educational landscape:
Coursera is one of the largest providers of online 

-

-

by former class participants help prospective 
participants understand if the course would suit 

pay from $39 per month for a four to six-month 
-

-

from over 30 AP (Advanced Placement) courses 

option to take AP exams and qualify for college 

Some of the EdX course offerings sound down-

-

taught by professors or academics but rather 
industry leaders in positions to know which skills 

-

-

In partnership with the professional services 

Technology Training Program designed to equip 
veterans with the skills needed to become an 

Motivated learners can generally secure one of 
these non-accredited degrees within several 

-

accredited and wholly online American univer-

-

-

changer for underserved students from around 

-

bachelor degree programs in business admin-

as well as master’s degree programs in business 

overseas posting can no longer be considered a 

By Karen Bradbury  



Friday, March 12, 2021Page 8

THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT PUBLIC 
SERVICE LOAN FORGIVENESS
DURING THE COVID-19 EMERGENCY

By Miranda H., Courtesy of the Department of Education

On Aug. 8, 2020, former President Trump extended the 0% student loan interest rate and 
suspension of payments on federal student loans owned by the Department of Education 
(ED) until Dec. 31, 2020. These relief measures began March 13, 2020.

If you’re considering or already participating in Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) or 
Temporary Expanded Public Service Loan Forgiveness (TEPSLF), you may have questions 
about how this suspension of payments or other Coronavirus-related changes will impact 
your progress.

Before we look at those impacts, here’s a checklist of basic tips for PSLF.

If you…

and

during the extension of the suspension of 
payment period

Suspended monthly payments will count 

credit for your employment during the 

Education Relief Opportunities for Students 

Temporary Expanded Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness (TEPSLF)

the suspension of payments as if you had made 

least as much as you would have paid under 

Refunds

Applying for PSLF 

application and at the time the remaining 

will be the principal and interest that was due 

If you make payments during the period of 

payments already qualify toward your required 

or more per week) for a qualifying employer to 
have the suspended payments count toward 

by being employed part-time for multiple 

If you no longer work full-time for a qualifying 

time you went below 30 hours per week or 
lost your employment (or were laid off or 

you later meet the qualifying employer and full-

be added to the count of qualifying payments 
you had when you originally went below 30 
hours per week or lost your employment with a 

1SUSPENDED  
MONTHLY PAYMENTS

3
REDUCED WORK HOURS 
COULD IMPACT YOUR 
ELIGIBILITY

2
ADDITIONAL PAYMENTS 
WILL REDUCE YOUR 
AMOUNT FORGIVEN

6



Friday, March 12, 2021 Page 9

signature requirements below in mind before 

suspension period ends won’t count toward 

means you’ll be missing important updates 

There is no fee for the suspension of payments 

from the federal government and not from your 

suspend payments on your loans or help you 

4
RECEIVING CREDIT  
DURING THE PAYMENT 
SUSPENSION 5

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
FOR YOUR IDR PLAN 
RECERTIFICATION DEADLINE 6 REMEMBER TO  

AVOID PSLF SCAMS!
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By Rachel Hubbard, Courtesy of Military OneSource

About 200,000 servicemembers transition to civilian life each year, and many service members are choosing to use their Post 9/11 
GI Bill to enter college and pursue higher education. The Post 9/11 GI bill includes payment of tuition and fees, a monthly housing 
allowance, and a stipend for textbooks and supplies for up to 36 months, depending on your level of eligibility. Propelled by this 
incredible benefit, 773,000 veterans and their family members enter college or trade school each year.
A college degree is a smart choice for veterans 
because it furthers opportunities in the work-

more than their counterparts with a high school 

-

If you’re one of the two million veterans eligible 

-
ties have staff dedicated to making the process of 

as well as which degree program can help you 

-

technically advanced with many service members 
-

may conclude a degree in computer science or 

work for a company in an industry you are pas-

-

Why are veterans so well-suited for careers in 

and esteemed in the military (clear communica-

of successes and losses) are the same as those 

Perhaps the one thing veterans miss the most in 
the civilian world is the teamwork taught in the 

every member of the team is essential and crucial 

-
-

must be prepared to tackle challenges and make 

-

-

Those who have served their country often have a 
desire to pursue a civilian career that is meaning-

military’s medical corps may well discover that 

A nursing career can offer the potential for career 
-

and registered nurses earning a median pay of 

want to work full-time or part-time? Do you want 
to take a year off and return to work? With a ca-

-

-

Nursing degrees can vary from two-year to four-

have a bachelor’s degree have many additional 

4. Teaching
-

American veterans have these character qualities 

-
call a teacher who left an indelible impression on 
our minds by showing us they truly cared about 

-

-
ate Professor of Middle School and High School 

degree in education and distinguishing yourself 

-
-

you well and give you an edge as you face the 
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Courtesy of the  
U.S. Department of Education

General FAQs
1. Where can I find 

information on 
applying to college?

source for information and 

including two- and four-year 

well as schools providing 
career and technical 

2. How can I fund my 
college education?

Check out the How to 

for veterans is available at: 

PORTALSWebApp/students/

3. Where can I find 
information on the 
Post-9/11 GI Bill?

education and housing to 
individuals with at least 90 
days of aggregate service 

individuals discharged with a 
service-connected disability 

is available online at the 
Department of Veterans 

4. What is the Veterans’ 
Upward Bound 
Program?

This program is coordinated 

by the Department of 
Education and takes place in 
a variety of postsecondary 

must provide instruction 
in mathematics through 

short-term remedial or 
refresher courses for 
veterans who are high school 
graduates but have delayed 
pursuing postsecondary 

expected to assist veterans 
in securing support services 
from other such locally 
available resources as the 

state and local agencies 

5. How can I use my 
military training to 
earn certifications?

Through the Defense Activity 
for Non-Traditional Education 

you may be able to use 
your military experience 
and knowledge in your 
occupational specialty by 
passing an exam to earn 

6. How do I find state-
specific veteran’s 
education benefits?

A nongovernment sponsored 

information at:  http://

for-school/state-veteran-

There are also links to the 
state veteran agencies at:

7. What are the education 
benefits available 
for my spouse and 
dependents?

about the Survivors’ and 
Dependents’ Educational 

CH35/CH35_Pamphlet_

8. What is the Yellow 
Ribbon Program? 
Which colleges and 
universities participate 
in the program?

Education Enhancement 

Program) is a provision 
of the Post-9/11 Veterans 
Educational Assistance 

allows institutions of higher 
learning (degree-granting 

States to voluntarily enter 
into an agreement with the 
VA to fund tuition expenses 

that exceed the highest 
public in-state undergraduate 

those expenses and the VA 
will match the same amount 

list of institutions and more 

Ribbon Program at:   

post-911-gi-bill-summary/

Disability  
Services FAQs

9. Would colleges 
consider my injury or 
illness a disability?

Many—but not all—“wounded 
warriors” are people with 
disabilities who may be 
protected by:

- § 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 and/or

- The Americans with 

These laws protect 
students with disabilities 

and learning disabilities and 
guarantee these students an 
equal opportunity to take 
advantage of the aids and 
services of postsecondary 

10. What kind of 
accommodations may 
be available to me 
as a student with a 
disability?

These laws require 
postsecondary institutions 

to provide academic 

(also referred to as 
accommodations) to school 
policies and practices 
for students with mental 

Note that postsecondary 
institutions include two-year 

and technical education 

11. What do I have 
to do to get an 
accommodation from 
a postsecondary 
institution?

To receive an 

with disabilities must be 

schools do not have a duty 
to identify students with 

if you believe you will need 

services to students with 

if possible before classes 

supporting documentation 
is required to establish 
that you have a disability 
and are eligible for an 

expect the postsecondary 
school to work with you 
in an interactive process 
to identify the needed 
documentation and to 
determine the appropriate 

12. What if I feel that 
the college is not 
giving me my 
accommodation?

13. What should I do 
if I feel I have been 
discriminated against 
or retaliated against 
on the basis of my 
disability?

for Civil Rights (OCR) is 
responsible for ensuring that 
colleges afford all individuals 
an equal educational 
opportunity without regard 

a discrimination complaint 
with OCR online or in 

 

Veterans Attending College:  
Frequently Asked Questions
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By Jim Absher, Courtesy of Military.com

happily spending all that 

problem arises – you decide 

What happens: will you lose 

nothing happen?

To understand what happens 
if you drop a class look at 

paying you money to go to 

you don’t show up for classes 
he’s going to come to you 

you remember anything 

you remember that the 
government will get any 

you drop that class you are 
failing and not end up owing 

money to the VA? The VA 
understands that sometimes 

do drop a class you should 
notify your school’s Veterans 

Training Time  

Monthly Housing Allowance 
(MHA) are based on your 

This is how the VA 
determines training time at a 
traditional college (operated 
on a semester or quarter 
basis):

 

9 - 11  3/4 Time

5 or less  Less Than  

If your withdrawal moves 
you from one group to 
another you may have an 
overpayment with the VA 

withdrawal results in no 
training time change you 

 

If you withdraw during the 
school’s drop/add period 

of a term) and dropping a 
class changes your training 

your training time and any 

effective on the date of your 

If you withdraw after the 
school’s drop/add period the 
VA will reduce your training 
time on the beginning date 

result in an overpayment 

allowance as a full-time 

Three months into the term 

change your training time 

you aren’t entitled to the 

time student so you will owe 
the VA three months worth of 
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A global education that  
allows you to feel always 
at home!
At SIU, for more than 50 years we have been preparing our  
students to perform to their utmost potential both professionally  

 
 

the capabilities to excel when facing any challenge.

American University 
Accredited in the US and EU

International Experiences
Multicultural agility gained  
by studying abroad

Dual Education 
American and European 
Approach

Flexible & Personalized
Build your degree while 
exploring various areas

4 International Campuses
Florida, Madrid, Paris and 
Heidelberg

Employability Focus
Career Advisors and  
Program Leads

schiller.edu
More info about U.S. 
Federal Financial Aid 
and Veteran Education 
bene :

six credit hours of tuition at 

Not cheap!

sometimes you need to 
drop a class and for this 

called “the six-credit hour 

withdrawal (up to six credit 

not all the way back to the 

can’t combine two 3 hour 
withdrawals to game the 

and get the exclusion it is 

like you do most of your 

stuff happens that is beyond 
your control and causes 

you to miss classes or drop 

these things “mitigating 

list several on their website:

• 
the student during the 

• An illness or death in the 

• An unavoidable change in 
the student’s conditions of 

• An unavoidable 
geographical transfer 
resulting from the student’s 

• Immediate family or 

beyond the control of the 
claimant that require him or 
her to suspend pursuit of 

the program of education 

• Discontinuance of the 

• 

• 

arrangements the student 
has made for the period 
during which he or she is 

When the VA is told of your 
withdrawal they will ask 
you if you have mitigating 

Depending on your school’s 
policy you can either notify 
your Veteran Certifying 

usually need proof of some 

the VA will possibly pay you 

they are stewards of public 

false claim it could come 

by going to all your classes 

isn’t going to happen there is 

If you are failing a class 

to take that class again if it is 
needed for graduation

you might learn something 
that will help you get a better 

The easy way to remember it 
is: if the class counts towards 
your GPA (no matter how 
bad the grade is) the VA 

the class as many times as 
necessary and get paid each 

grade will not count towards 
your degree and in the eyes 

When the VA is told of your 
withdrawal they will ask you if you 
have mitigating circumstances for 

your drop.
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By Stacy Roman, Courtesy of StripesEurope.com

1 school closures may have seemed to come 

Although there may be a few days before 

2 your school administrators and/or teachers 
to ensure you have all the resources 

3 recently posted a daily routine her 
husband devised after noticing a little 

4 
with their friends for a few minutes between 

5 
(keeping in mind good social distancing 

Helmets to Hardhats is a 

that connects National 

and transitioning active-duty military 
servicemembers with skilled training 
and quality career opportunities 

program is designed to help military 
servicemembers successfully 
transition back into civilian life by 
offering them the means to secure 
a quality career in the construction 

Most career opportunities offered 
by the program are connected to 
federally-approved apprenticeship 

most successful placements start 
with virtually no experience in their 

you-learn apprenticeship training 
programs that teach servicemembers 
everything they need to know to 
become a construction industry 

these apprenticeship programs are 
regulated and approved at both 

supplement their income while they 

are learning valuable skills and on-

The program collects career 
opportunities from the nationwide 
building and construction trades 
and works to provide former military 

can access information about careers 
and apprenticeships via the Internet 

that helps hiring managers determine 
what transferable skills they acquired 

are contacted by a Helmets to 
Hardhats representative to ensure all 

Helmets to Hardhats is co-

which together represent about 

help military personnel transfer their 
experience into secure careers within 

construction trades have built 
America over the past several 
hundred years with the same kind 

other industry in the history of the 

commitment to support the armed 

forces by providing access to the 

Helmets to Hardhats is gaining 

not only as a program that works but 

is to deploy a statewide direct entry 

With the implementation of a 

Helmets to Hardhats candidates are 
able to get into quality construction 
careers soon after applying for 

(at their discretion) to accept current 
and former military candidates and 
provide credit for military training 

direct entry/support proclamations 
have been signed by various state 

Interested personnel are encouraged 

Courtesy of Military.com
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