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Korea News Service via AP

North Korean soldiers march in a parade marking the 75th anniversary of the founding of the Korean People’s Army on Kim Il Sung Square in
Pyongyang, North Korea, last year.

Deadly duty or point of pride?

Inexperienced N. Korean troops in Russia will face ferocious fighting

By HyunG-31N Kim
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — The thousands of
young soldiers North Korea has sent to Russia,
reportedly to help fight against Ukraine, in-
clude many elite special forces, but that hasn’t
stopped speculation they’ll be slaughtered be-
cause they have no combat experience, no fa-
miliarity with the terrain and will likely be
dropped onto the most ferocious battlefields.

That may be true, and soon. Observers say
some of the troops have already arrived at the
front. From the North Korean perspective,
however, these soldiers might not be as miser-
able as outsiders think. They may, in fact, view
their Russian tour with pride and as a rare

chance to make good money, see a foreign
country for the first time and win preferred
treatment for their families back home, accord-
ing to former North Korean soldiers.

“They are too young and won’t understand
exactly what it means. They’ll just consider it
an honor to be selected as the ones to go to Rus-
sia among the many North Korean soldiers,”
said Lee Woong-gil, a former member of the
same special forces unit, the Storm Corps. He
came to South Korea in 2007. “But I think most
of them won’t likely come back home alive.”

B Troop deployment is Kim’s ‘big gamble.’

Worries about North Korea’s likely partici-
pation in the Russian-Ukraine war were high-
lighted this week when the Pentagon said North

Korea has sent about 10,000 troops to Russia,
and that they will likely fight against Ukraine
“over the next several weeks.” South Korea’s
presidential office said Wednesday that more
than 3,000 North Korean soldiers have been
moved close to battlefronts in western Russia.

North Korea’s troop deployment could mark
a serious escalation of the almost three-year
war. It caught many outside observers by sur-
prise because North Korea has its own security
headache, a festering standoff with the United
States and South Korea over its nuclear pro-
gram.

Large North Korean troop casualties would

SEE TROOPS ON PAGE 6

North Korean
leader calls

ICBM launch
‘appropriate’

By Davip CHot
AND Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea— North Korea carried out a
rare intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile launch on Thursday, just hours
after Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus-
tin and his South Korean counter-
part condemned Pyongyang for
supplying troops to Russia for its
war against Ukraine.

The ICBM —thefirst fired by the
North since Dec. 18 — lofted east-
ward from the Pyongyang area at
7:10 am., South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff said in a message to
reporters that morning.

North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un was present at the launch site
and described thelaunch as an “ap-
propriate military action” in re-
sponse to unnamed “rivals” who
“intentionally intensified the re-
gional situation,” according to a re-
port Thursday by the state-run Ko-
rean Central News Agency on
Thursday.

Kim typically means the U.S,,
South Korea and Japan when he re-
fers to rivals, whose actions he said
underscore “the importance of
strengthening our nuclear forces,”
according to KCNA.

The ICBM appeared to surpass
previous North Korean rockets for
altitude reached, Japanese De-
fense Minister Gen Nakatani said at
a televised news conference in To-
kyo.

The missile apparently traveled
about 620 miles and reached amax-
imum altitude of more than 4,350
miles, he said, adding that the
ICBM’sflight details are being ana-
lyzed by Japan, United States and
South Korea.

The launch came several hours

SEE LAUNCH ON PAGE 6
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Soldiers told to avoid poppy seeds, delta-8

By Juan King
Stars and Stripes

The Army recently revised its
142 pages of regulations on sub-
stance abuse to remind soldiers to
steer clear of poppy seeds and del-
ta-8, a mild cannabinoid, both of
which may cause a positive result
on drug screening tests.

The regulations, revised Oct. 4,
spell out details of the Army’s pro-
gram for curbing substance abuse
in its ranks, including guides to
“smart” drug testing, who has re-
sponsibility for carrying out test-
ing and the protocol for carrying
the test container to the toilet and
delivering a sample.

For example, the person who
must watch a soldier providing a
urine sample must possess “unim-
peachable moral character and
sufficient maturity to preserve the
dignity of the Soldier being test-
ed,” the regulations state.

Delta-8 was already off limits,

but the Oct. 4 revision restates its
hazards and reminds troops that
ingesting the drug is banned by
the Army.

Delta-8 tetrahydrocannabinol is
a weaker form of THC, the psy-
choactive ingredient in marijua-
na. It is naturally occurring, but
most delta-8 THC found in com-
mercial products is made in a lab-
oratory, according to the WebMD
website. Delta-8 can be found in
products like gummies, capsules,
creams and vape cartridges.

Itis sometimes called “marijua-
na lite” or “diet weed” because it
causes a fuzzy, less-intense high
than delta-9, the stronger form of
THC, according to WebMD.

“Delta-8 usage is becoming in-
creasingly problematic among
military ranks,” Michael Hicks, a
drug test coordinator for the Army
Substance Abuse Program at Fort
Campbell, Ky., said in an April
2022 Army news release.

The Army acknowledged but
did not immediately answer a re-
quest this week for more informa-
tion.

The military has a zero-toler-
ance policy when it comes to ille-
gal or illicit drugs. The Army has
been testing for delta-8 since July
2021, but its popularity in designer
drugs like spice and increasing
availability prompted its inclusion
in the Oct. 4 update.

These drugs are also available
in states where marijuana is legal,
but they are always prohibited in
the Army.

Drugs like delta-8 ‘“have no
known application other than
mimicking the effects of THC in
the human body,” according to the
updated regulations. They are so
closely related in their effects to
THC that they will have the same
potential for abuse as THC.

The Army warned its troops to
steer clear of products containing

delta-8 two years ago, pointing out
that because it’s not as widely rec-
ognized as some other cannabi-
noids, it’s still off limits.

“Less than 1% of the population
that I talk to knows what Delta-8
is, or say they have heard of it,”
Byron Goode, a civilian Army
Substance Abuse Program spe-
cialist based at Fort Sill, OKla.,
said in an October 2022 news re-
lease.

As for poppy seeds, their hazard
lies not in untoward risks to phys-
ical or mental health, but in the
simple fact they may cause a posi-
tive indication for codeine or mor-
phine in a drug screening.

“Poppy seeds don’t have nearly
enough opiates to intoxicate you,”
the University of Florida College
of Medicine website states. “But
because drug tests are exquisitely
sensitive, consuming certain pop-
py seed food products can lead to
positive urine drug test results for

opiates — specifically for mor-
phine, codeine or both.”

Poppy seeds themselves don’t
contain opiates, but during har-
vesting they can become contam-
inated with opiates in the milky la-
tex of the seed pod that covers
them, according to the college.

The Army in July 2021 also
warned soldiers of possible false
positives caused by poppy seeds.
Its updated warning added fur-
ther detail.

“Soldiers are encouraged to
avoid consuming foods containing
poppy seeds, as newer seeds va-
riety may contain elevated levels
of codeine,” the regulation states.

“Although drug testing labora-
tories have implemented addi-
tional measures to distinguish
poppy seeds ingestion from co-
deine misuse, Soldiers should
make every effort to avoid these
food products,” the regulation
states.

Army mariners answer otf-duty
Navy sailors’ distress call at sea

By WyarT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

Three off-duty Navy sailors
stranded in a ramshackle sailboat
off Hawaii’s coast last month got
help from an improbable source:
three soldiers in an Army speed
boat.

The flukey role-reversal came
after the Army crew responded to
a Coast Guard call for assistance to
a distress call Sept. 26 from a ves-
sel a few miles off Honolulu.

As it happened, Sgt. Daniel Kos-
ter, the vessel master, and his crew
of two were training aboard a 30-
foot high-speed boat that can be
operated remotely while pulling
targets during live-fire drills.

The Army crew had stopped to
tinker with an engine problem
when they heard the Coast
Guard’sradio message about a dis-
abled vessel, Koster said by phone
Monday.

“I decided to ask for the coordi-
nates, and I put them into our GPS,
and it turned out it was like three
miles away,” said Koster, who is
assigned to the 8th Special Troops
Battalion, 8th Theater Sustain-
ment Command, and works out of

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

The Army is not generally asso-
ciated with seafaring, but the ser-
vice has maintained fleets of vari-
ous sizes since World War II. It
now has about 70 watercraft for
transporting equipment and
troops for exercises and disaster
relief.

Koster said he and his crew felt
some initial hesitation to take on
the distress call. He had only a
week earlier completed the Army
course qualifying him to com-
mand a small boat.

“So, it was my first time actually
taking a crew out on the water on
these boats,” he said.

“Wekind oflooked ateach other,
like, yeah, I guess we’re trained for
this. You know, there’s an impulse
to think, oh, I can’t help in a real
emergency. I just do training stuff.
But then we thought to ourselves,
yeah, we can do things; we’re capa-
ble. So, we answered the Coast
Guard and said we would go and
try to help,” Koster said.

Arriving at the scene, the sol-
diers found a “rickety old sailboat
with atornsail,” he said. Its engine
had either failed or lacked the

power to handle the considerable
sea chop that day.

Four men were aboard, one of
whom was likely the owner, and
“three Navy guys” in tight blue T-
shirts, Koster said.

“That’s the de facto uniform for
off-duty Navy,” he said with a
laugh.

Exactly what the sailors were
doing on the shaky sailboat wasn’t
clear, but Koster suspects the trio
was considering a purchase.

The soldiers tethered a line to
the disabled sailboat and headed
for the harbor “nice and slow and
easy,” Koster said.

“The sea was quite rough — big
waves—so wejust took it real easy
and dragged them into Ala Wai
Harbor,” he said. The harbor
abuts Waikiki Beach and Magic Is-
land.

Koster credits his crew for their
finesse during the “tense situa-
tion” of guiding the sailboat hulk
“right between two rows of mil-
lion-dollar yachts” in the harbor.

Spc. Nathanial Breaux,an Army
watercraft operator with 8th Bat-
talion, maneuvered the crippled
boat into its berth.

U.S. Army

Army Spc. Jace Spivey, left, and Sgt. Daniel Koster tow a disabled
sailboat to its pier off the coast of Honolulu, Hawaii, on Sept. 26.

“Coming through the marina
with that much wind was nerve
wracking,” Breaux said in an Oct.
2 Army article about the rescue.

“The whole time it was just con-
stant adjusting the throttle trying
to tug them back in line with us to
miss the boats on either side,” he

said.

Asitturned out, the sailors were
senior chief petty officers in the
Navy, Koster said.

“You help because it’s the right
thing to do,” Koster said. “But
then, also, you never know who
you might be helping.”

Wasabi punishment nets Japanese army officer monthlong suspension

By Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — A serving of wasabi
can be its own punishment, but
rarely for two.

A Japanese officer has been
suspended for a month for forcing
a subordinate soldier, who was
caught dozing, to eat the strong Ja-

panese horseradish, according to
a Japan Ground Self-Defense
force spokesman.

The suspension came Tuesday,
three years after the unnamed
first lieutenant in his 30s forced
wasabi, a member of the mustard
family, into the soldier’s mouth on
Nov. 1, 2021, at Camp Omura in

Nagasaki prefecture, the spokes-
man said by phone Thursday.

The officer, assigned to the 16th
Infantry Regiment at Omura, said
he was trying to wake the soldier
up during training, the spokesman
said.

Wasabi is best in small amounts
and for many is known as a condi-

ment served with sashimi and
sushi.

The subordinate, who suffered
acute gastritis as a result, reported
the incident that day, said the
spokesman, who declined to pro-
vide further details about the sol-
ider.

The suspension came three

years later due to the investiga-
tion, the spokesman added.

“We take this matter very seri-
ously and intend to implement
thorough educational guidance,”
16th Infantry Regiment com-
mander Col. Takanori Doi said in a
statement provided by the spokes-
man.
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DOD to focus on remote
barracks, add free Wi-Fi

By SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Defense
Department’s effort to provide
troops with free high-speed Wi-Fi
is focusing increasingly on remote
installations where internet ac-
cess is difficult to obtain, a Penta-
gon official said Wednesday.

Brendan Owens, the assistant
secretary for defense for energy,
installations and environment,
said more austere locations are a
“priority” for the Pentagon as it
embarks on a mission to install
Wi-Fi in barracks at no cost to ser-
vice members.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
directed all service branches in
September to create pilot projects
for Wi-Fi as part of a broader ini-
tiative to improve the quality of
life for service members and their
families.

Owens said research shows ser-
vice members living in unaccom-
panied housing primarily use Wi-
Fi to keep in touch with their fam-
ily and friends and take advantage
of mental health services.

Troops stationed at remote and
isolated locations, such as Alaska,
are more likely to struggle with
mental health and lack access to
care, according to studies.

It took years of legal wrangling
for the Defense Department to
designate Wi-Fi as something that
is “mission critical” but there is
now momentum and a recognized
need to provide the service to
troops, Owens said.

For some installations, it is a
simple matter of ironing out con-
tracts with service providers and
plugging in a router, he said. For
more austere locations, much
more physical work will likely be
required.

“Whether it’s a physical trans-
formation of the building or
whether it’s some type of retrofit
— all those things are things that
we’re going to have to get after to
be able to provide these services,”
Owens said during a discussion
hosted by the Center for a New
American Security, a Washington
think tank.

He said he could not answer

whether the push for internet con-
nectivity will extend to sailors
serving on aircraft carriers and
other ships who often go long peri-
ods without access to the outside
world.

Internet access is routinely re-
stricted during ship deployments
to protect against cybersecurity
threats and preserve bandwidth
for military operations. A Navy
chief was demoted earlier this
year for secretly installing a pri-
vate Wi-Fi network aboard a war-
ship.

During meetings with military
officials, junior troops living in
barracks have repeatedly empha-
sized the need for Wi-Fi. The Pen-
tagon spent more than three years
gathering feedback from service
members to draft a plan on how
their quality of life could be im-
proved.

“One of the questions that I ask
our soldiers, our airmen, our Ma-
rines, our guardians, whoeverisin
those barracks is, ‘If you could
have 10 more square feet in your
barracks room or free Wi-Fi, what

Victoria NELsoN/U.S. Air Force

Airman 1st Class Wesley Hodgman installs a new WiFi access point at

Pease Air National Guard Base, N.H.

would it be?” And no one is going to
be surprised that a 19-year-old
wants free Wi-Fi,” Owens said.

Military service branches have
pursued their own efforts in re-
cent years to provide Wi-Fi to
their troops. The Navy in January
announced a Wi-Fi pilot program
for up to 4,000 sailors living at a
dozen unaccompanied housing lo-
cations in Virginia.

The Pentagon is now pooling the
experiences of individual services
to create an overarching policy
plan across the military, Owens
said.

“We’ve got alot more work to do
on making sure that we are capa-
ble of providing the Wi-Fi services
that are necessary to fully support
what our service members need,”
he said.

9 ex-Coast Guard cadets seek $10M each in sexual assault claim

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

Another nine former cadets of
the Coast Guard Academy are
seeking $10 million each from the
service, claiming officials con-
doned and actively concealed the
rampant nature of sexual assault
and harassment of students,
which knowingly placed them and
others in danger, according to le-
gal documents filed Wednesday.

They join 13 other former cadets
who filed similar claims in Sep-
tember, all describing sexual mis-
conduct that went unchecked at
the campus in New London, Conn.
Each claim is filed separately by
19 women, two men and one non-
binary person.

“The Coast Guard has run the
same playbook for decades: delay,
deny, and wait for survivors to
give up,” said Ryan Melogy, an at-
torney for the group. “But these
brave individuals have found their
collective voice, and they’re de-
manding real accountability. The
old playbook of stonewalling and
silencing won’t work against cli-
ents this determined to see real
change.”

Service officials said they are
aware of the additional claims but
federal law prohibits the discus-
sion of details and reiterated a
statement offered in September.

“Sexual assault and sexual ha-
rassment have no place in our ser-

MatTHEW THIEME/U.S. Coast Guard Academy

A yearslong coverup of sexual assault and harassment at the Coast
Guard Academy has led to nine former students filing legal complaints
seeking $10 million each from the service for knowingly placing them

and others in danger.

vice,” the Coast Guard said in the
statement. “The Coast Guard is
committed to protecting our work-
force and ensuring a safe and re-
spectful environment that elimi-
nates sexual assault, sexual ha-
rassment, and other harmful be-
haviors.”

The legal complaints follow a
year of scrutiny for the Coast
Guard Academy that began with
the revelation that the service con-
cealed a report that found acade-
my officials had routinely mishan-
dled reports of sexual assault

among cadets. The report, known
as Operation Fouled Anchor, was
the result of a six-year internal re-
view of 102 reports of sexual as-
sault and harassment cases at the
academy between 1990 and 2006.

Fouled Anchor’s existence only
became public after CNN learned
of the report and the decision in
2020 by the Coast Guard not to re-
lease it. Only after the news net-
work reported on Operation
Fouled Anchor did Coast Guard
officials go to Congress with it.
Congressional committees and

the Department of Homeland Se-
curity inspector general have
since opened investigations into
the cover-up, and the Coast Guard
Investigative Service has begun
criminal investigations into the
cases included in Fouled Anchor.
The legal filings by the former
cadets were submitted through
the Federal Tort Claims Act, the
law that allows people to take legal
action against the federal govern-
ment for negligence to its em-
ployees. It is a required first step
toward a lawsuit. Each $10 million
claim was filed against the Coast
Guard, the Department of Home-
land Security and the Department
of Transportation, which oversaw
the Coast Guard until 2003.
Attorneys released copies of the
legal paperwork but redacted the
names of the former cadets and
other identifying information.
One woman described how in-
vestigators told her that they had
uncovered enough evidence of her
rape to court-martial her assailant
but officials chose to discharge
him from the academy instead.
Afterward, other cadets and staff
blamed her for ruining his career.
“My time at the academy was
the worst four years of my life. I
wanted to leave and tried to, but I
could not afford it. I was shamed
by my assailant’s classmates, who
constantly spread rumors about
me. The stigma followed me into

my professional career in the
Coast Guard,” the woman wrote in
the complaint.

Another woman described
three separate assaults that she
endured at the academy — the
first when she was just17 years old
— and the bullying and harass-
ment that followed, according to
the legal documents. The Coast
Guard then deemed the woman
medically unfit for the service be-
cause of post-traumatic stress dis-
order, anxiety, depression and
fainting related to military sexual
trauma.

She was denied her diploma de-
spite having completed all the re-
quirements until her family hired
an attorney.

While there are ongoing investi-
gations regarding the cover-up of
Fouled Anchor, the Coast Guard
said it has begun enacting re-
forms. In July 2023, Adm. Linda
Fagan, the service commandant,
directed the Accountability and
Transparency Review, which rec-
ommended the service devote sig-
nificant resources to improving
prevention, victim support and ac-
countability.

“The Coast Guard is unwa-
vering in our commitment to last-
ing institutional and cultural
change, ensuring a safe and re-
spectful environment that is intol-
erant of harm,” the service said in
its statement.



Friday, November 1, 2024

e STARS AND STRIPES °

SRR RE ]

Pace 5

MILITARY

How the military lost a $250M war game

Formerly secret after-action report on exercise reveals US vulnerable to low-tech warfare

By NATE JONES
The Washington Post
As a U.S. Navy carrier battle
group entered the Persian Gulf, it
came under surprise attack by ad-
versaries launching missiles from
commercial ships and radio-silent

aircraft that quickly over-
whelmed its
missile de-
fense  sys- ANALYSIS
tems. Nine-

teen U.S. ships, including the air-
craft carrier, were destroyed and
sunk within 10 minutes.

Fortunately for U.S. forces, this
scenario was only a simulationin a
massive, $250 million war game
named Millennial Challenge 2002.
After the unexpected and hum-
bling “loss” in July 2002, military
officials at Joint Forces Command
in Norfolk, Va., paused the war
game, “refloated” the ships and
restarted the exercise.

They also imposed limits on
enemy tactics. After the restart,
the U.S. forces defeated their ad-
versaries in a more conventional-
ly fought simulation.

An after-action report of the ex-
ercise — which has remained se-
cret for over 20 years — reveals
that the surprise defeat triggered
internal warnings that the U.S.
military was vulnerable to low-
tech warfare, foreshadowing the
very challenges the United States
would face in the 2003 invasion of
Irag and other conflicts since
then.

The Post recently obtained the
report in response to a Mandatory
Declassification Review request.

The after-action report was
written by retired Marine Lt. Gen.
Paul Van Riper, who commanded
the enemy forces during the war
game.

“We looked for their weakness
and put our strength against it,”
Van Riper told The Post.

Van Riper’s write-up contra-
dicts portions of an official 752-
page final report on Millennium
Challenge 2002 released by the
military more than a decade ago
that called the war game a “major
milestone” and described the loss
of an entire carrier group as only
“moderately unsuccessful.”

It also reveals the restrictions
the U.S. military eventually im-
posed on the enemy and Van Rip-
er’s conclusion that by limiting his
tactics, the U.S. military ensured
victory and de-emphasized the
critical vulnerabilities he had
identified.

Millennium Challenge 2002 was
touted at the time by the Defense
Department as “the largest-ever
joint military experiment con-
ducted by the United States.”

It took two years to develop, in-
volved more than 13,500 partici-

/ Navy Media Content Services

In a war game named Millennial Challenge 2002, opposing forces wiped out a U.S. carrier strike group
using low-tech tactics, foreshadowing the very challenges the United States would face in the 2003
invasion of Iraq and other conflicts since then. Joshua Petrosino/U.S. Navy

“It was just quiet. ... | don’t think
[Joint Forces Command] knew

what to do.”

Retired Marine Lt. Gen. Paul Van Riper
on his surprise attack destroying a U.S. carrier group during a war game

pants and unfolded over three
weeks in July and August 2002.

Millennium Challenge 2002 re-
sembled a much more complicat-
ed version of recreational, table-
top war games: Participants sim-
ulated the conflict at 17 sites as
wargamers conducted maneuvers
against each other on a military
computer network.

Adjudicators used computer
models to determine the outcome
of their attacks and other oper-
ations.

The simulated conflict also was
combined with live training of
troops and equipment at nine loca-
tions in the United States. Joint
Forces Command Cmdr. Gen.
Buck Kernan, who oversaw the
war game, in public remarks at
the time described the opposing
forces as “very very, determined
... thisis free play. [Van Riper] has
the opportunity to win here.”

In many ways, Millennium
Challenge 2002 was a rehearsal
for the 2003 Irag War. After the
game was conducted, then-De-
fense Secretary Donald H. Rums-
feld sent a note to Kernan asking
him to write a report explaining
“what you think you learned from
Millennium Challenge that we
ought to apply to Iraq.”

Kernan did not respond to re-
quests for comment. But the offi-
cial report released in 2012 by
Joint Forces Command about Mil-

lennium Challenge 2002 said that
the exercise “provided an analo-
gous complex situation” to the
Iraq War.

In the exercise, Van Riper
played the “Major General” of a
country resembling Iraq or Iran
that “possessed natural resources
critical to the world community.”

His report notes that he used a
strategy of ambiguity, asymmetry
and denial of territory to have his
forces, known as “Red,” defeat the
superior U.S. military.

He wrote that because the U.S.
forces, designated “Blue,” ap-
peared determined to go to war, he
“saw no option except to strike
Blue first.”

To plan his attack, Van Riper
wrote that he “employed a com-
mand and control methodology
specifically designed to thwart”
American technological advan-
tages, including the ability to in-
tercept electronic and phone com-
munications. He relied on cou-
riers to relay sensitive messages
and communicated to aircraft
with lanterns to avoid radio chat-
ter.

After his surprise attack simu-
lated the destruction of the carrier
group, the atmosphere at Norfolk
command, where Van Riper led
his team, was “shock,” he told The
Post in an interview. “It was just
quiet. It never happened in an ex-
ercise before. .. I don’t think

[Joint Forces Command] knew
what to do.”

Van Riper wanted to continue to
attack U.S. forces, pressing for-
ward with his asymmetric advan-
tage, his report notes.

Instead, a war game adjudicator
determined Van Riper’s success-
ful attack “wouldn’t have hap-
pened” in real warfare and ruled
that all but four of the virtual U.S.
ships would be “refloated” and the
war game would continue, accord-
ing to his report.

In an interview, Micah Zenko,
an expert on war games and au-
thor of the book “Red Team: How
to Succeed By Thinking Like the
Enemy,” said that Van Riper may
not have taken into account the
full picture in his desire to keep
playing. He said that U.S. Joint
Forces Command was charged
with “scoping, designing, and run-
ning, an extremely complex and
elaborate war game ... if ‘refloat-
ing’ the Blue’s maritime forces is
required to do that, they will do
s0.”

Zenko noted that the war game
also involved real activity. Of the
forces participating, 20% were
practicing live-fire exercises on
U.S. bases, including Nellis Air
Force base, Nev., and Fort Irwin,

Calif. If the U.S. carrier group was
not refloated, these live exercises
could not have been realistically
conducted.

Still, Zenko praised Van Riper’s
report for being “devastating in
the specific critiques he wit-
nessed.”

Van Riper, in his report, noted
that the ultimate significance of
the elimination of realistic war
gaming in Millennium Challenge
2002 was that it created an exer-
cise for which the “result was pre-
ordained.” As such, he believed
the exercise was not a useful test
of the U.S. military’s ability to in-
vade a hostile nation.

After the U.S. carrier group was
“refloated,” other restrictions
were imposed on Van Riper, he
noted in his report. His forces
could not initiate combat, but U.S.
forces could. Van Riper’s forces
were also forbidden from using
chemical weapons against the
United States, which he consi-
dered his country’s “most signifi-
cant” asymmetric  military
strength.

Having lost the independence
he believed was integral to the war
game, Van Riper stepped down as
commander of opposition forces
but continued to monitor the war
game as an adviser, he told The
Post.

At the conclusion of the war
game, he wrote that the results of
Millennium Challenge 2002 “need
to be considered in light of the fact
that the [United States] com-
mander did not operate against a
‘thinking and adaptive’ enemy
who ‘could win’” after the Amer-
ican fleet was refloated. “Not hav-
ing a ‘thinking and adaptive’ ene-
my operating against [United
States forces] will have a very sig-
nificant impact on the assess-
ment” of U.S. warfighting con-
cepts, he wrote.

Van Riper believes that the pub-
lic should “absolutely” have been
able to read this report decades
ago. He says that with the report’s
current redactions, “they could
have declassified it the next day,”
in 2002.

“The real sad thing,” he said, “is
some of the things that we learned
were never shared.”

Read STARSW%STRIPES
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Launch: Missile tlies higher, goes longer than previous tests

FROM PAGE 1

after Austinand South Korean Min-
ister of National Defense Kim Yong
Hyun denounced North Korea’s
deployment of approximately
10,000 troops in support of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

There is a “pretty high” likeli-
hood thatthose troops will be seeing
combat toward the Ukrainian bor-
der, Austin said during Wednes-
day’s joint press conference at the
Pentagon.

The South Korean minister said
he doesnotyetbelieve the presence
of North Korean troopsin Russiain-
creases the chance of war on the
Korean Peninsula, but it could “re-
sultin the escalation of the security
threats” there.

“This is because there is a high
possibility that North Korea, in ex-
change for their troops’ deploy-
ment, would ask for cutting-edge
technology” from Russia, Kim
Yong Hyun said in translated re-
marks. “There is a high chance that
... North Korea is very likely to ask
for technology transfers in diverse
areas.”

The missile traveled about 86
minutes and fell at 8:37 a.m. intothe
SeaofJapan,alsoknown asthe East
Sea,about125 miles west of Okushi-
ri Island, outside of Japan’s Exclu-
sive Economic Zone, the Japanese
defense minister said.

No damage to ships or aircraft
downrange of the launch was re-
ported, Nakatani added.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said North Korea could have
tested a new, solid-fueled long-
rangeballistic missile onasteep an-
gle, an attempt to avoid neighbor-
ing countries, The Associated Press
reported. Missiles with built-in sol-
id propellants are easier to move
and hide and can be launched
quicker than liquid-propellant
weapons.

Having a missile fly higher and
for a longer duration than before
means its engine thrust has im-
proved. Given that previous ICBM
tests by North Korea have already
proved they cantheoretically reach
the U.S mainland, the latest launch
waslikely related to an efforttoexa-
mine whether a missile can carry a

bigger warhead, experts told AP.

Jung Chang Wook, head of the
Korea Defense Study Forum think
tank in Seoul, told AP that it’s fair to
say the missile involved in Thurs-
day’s launch could carry North Ko-
rea’s biggest and most destructive
warhead. He said thelaunch was al-
solikely designed totest other tech-
nological aspects that North Korea
needs to master to further advance
its ICBM program.

Kim Jong Un and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin pledged dur-
ing a June summit in Pyongyang to
provide mutual military assistance
if either were attacked.

South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol described the North Ko-
rea-Russia military cooperation as

a significant escalation in the Uk-
raine war and said his office is re-
viewing its stance on sending only
nonlethal aid to Kyiv.

North Korea did not confirm or
deny deploying troops to Russiabut
said the notion complies with “in-
ternational law and norms,” ac-
cording to an Oct. 25 report by
KCNA.

The communist regime has
launched more than 40 ballistic
missiles so far this year. It last fired
ashort-range ballistic missile and a
cruise missile on Sept. 18.

The ICBM launched in Decem-
ber flew eastward approximately
620 miles before splashing down in
the Sea of Japan, the South’s mili-
tary said at the time.

Troops: Kim gambles on deployment

FROM PAGE 1

be a major political blow for the
country’s 40-year-old ruler, Kim
Jong Un, whose government
hasn’t formally confirmed the de-
ployment. But experts say Kim
may see this as a way to get much
needed foreign currency and se-
curity support from Russia in re-
turn for joining Russia’s war
against Ukraine.

“Kim Jong Un is taking a big
gamble. If there are no large casu-
alty numbers, he will get what he
wants to some extent. But things
will change a lot if many of his sol-
diers dieinbattle,” said Ahn Chan-
il, a former North Korean army
first lieutenant who is now head of
the World Institute for North Ko-
rean Studies think tank in Seoul.

B Ordinary soldier’s wage is
less than $1, defectors say.

The Storm Corps, also known as
the 11th Corps, is one of Kim’s top
units. Its main missions would be
infiltrating agents into South Ko-
rea, blowing up important facili-
ties in the South and assassinating
key figures in the event of war on
the Korean Peninsula.

Lee, who served in the Storm
Corps in 1998-2003, recalled that
his unit received better food and
supplies than other units, but
many members still suffered from
malnutrition and tuberculosis.

Despite a gradual economic re-
covery in North Korea over the

past 30 years, defectors say the av-
erage monthly wage for ordinary
North Korean workers and sol-
diers is less than $1. They say
many people engage in capitalist
market activities to make a living
because the country’s state ration-
ing system remains largely bro-
ken.

Russia is expected to pay all the
costs related to the deployment of
North Korean troops, including
their wages, which observers esti-
mate will be at least $2,000 per
month for each person. About 90%
to 95% of their stipends will likely
go to Kim’s coffers, and the rest to
the soldiers. This means one year
of service in Russia would earn a
North Korean soldier $1,200 to
$2,400. That’s big enough to
prompt many young soldiers to
volunteer for risky Russian tours,
former soldiers say.

Ahn said North Korea will likely
offer otherincentives meanttoele-
vate the social standings of sol-
diers, such as membership in the
ruling Workers’ Party and the
right to move to Pyongyang, the
country’s showcase capital. Kang
Mi-Jin, a defector who runs a com-
pany analyzing North Korea’s
economy, said even family mem-
bers of soldiers sent to Russia
could be given benefits such as
good houses or entrance to good
universities.

Choi Jung-hoon, a former first

lieutenant in North Korea’s army,
said serving on foreign soil will at-
tract many soldiers who are eager
to see other countries for the first
time.

North Koreans are barred from
accessing foreign news and need
state approval to move from one
province to another within the
country. North Korean construc-
tion, logging and other workers
sent abroad to bring in foreign cur-
rency have often been called
“slaves” by international human
rights groups. But defectorstestify
that such overseas jobs are often
better than stayingin North Korea,
and many used bribery and family
connections to get them.

“North Korean soldiers would
see going to Russia as a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity,” Ahn said.

Ahn and other observers say
such views could change if the sol-
diers see colleagues dying in large
numbers. They say many North
Korean soldiers could surrender
to Ukraine forces and ask for re-
settlement in South Korea.

B North Korean soldiers lack
familiarity of the terrain.

North Korean soldiers have
been trained on the Korean Penin-
sula’s mountainous terrain and
are not familiar with the largely
flat plain battlefields in the Rus-
sian-Ukraine war. They also don’t
understand modern warfare, in-
cluding drone use, because North

Nc Han Guan/AP

Soldiers march in a parade for the 70th anniversary of North Korea’s
founding day in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Sept. 9, 2018.

Korea hasn’t fought a big battle
since the end of the 1950-53 Ko-
rean War, experts say.

“My heart ached,” said Choi,
now leader of an activist group in
Seoul, when he saw a Ukraine-re-
leased video purportedly showing
undersized North Korean soldiers
believed to be in their late teens or
early 20s.

“None would think they are go-
ing to Russia to die,” Choi said.
“But I think they’re cannon fodder
because they will be sent to the
most dangerous sites and will
surely be killed.”

Leader Kim Jong Un may also
be hoping that his troop offer will
push Russia to share sophisticated
and highly sensitive technology
that he needs to perfect his nucle-
ar-capable missiles. That transfer

could depend on how long the war
continues and how many more
troops Kim will send.

Nam Sung-wook, a former di-
rector of a think tank run by South
Korea’s spy agency, said North
Korea will likely get hundreds of
millions of dollars because of the
soldiers’ wages. The soldiers will
get direct experience of modern
warfare but will likely die in large
numbers, and Russia will be reluc-
tant to hand over its high-tech mis-
sile technology, he said.

“North Korea will continue to
hide its troop dispatches from its
own people because the public will
be agitated if they know their sol-
diers are being sent abroad to be
killed,” said Nam, who is now a
professor at Korea University in
South Korea.

US: N. Korean troops on Ukraine border to see combat in days

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The United
States expects some 8,000 North
Korean troops that are now on
Ukraine’s border to be sent into
combat in the coming days, Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken
said Thursday.

“We’ve not yet seen these
troops deploy into combat
against Ukrainian forces but we

would expect that to happen in
the coming days,” Blinken said at
a news conference with Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin and their
South Korean counterparts.

He said Russia has been train-
ing North Korean soldiers in ar-
tillery, drones and “basic infan-
try operations, including trench
clearing, indicating that they ful-
ly intend to use these forces in

front line operations.”

Blinken spoke shortly after a
dramatic moment during a U.N.
Security Council meeting, when
the deputy U.S. ambassador to
the United Nations, Robert
Wood, asked for more time to
add to earlier comments con-
demning the increasing military
cooperation between Russia and
North Korea.

“We just received some infor-
mation, just coming in now, that
right now there are some 8,000
DPRK soldiers in Kursk Oblast,”
Wood said, using the acronym for
the Democratic People’s Repu-
blic of Korea, or North Korea.
Kursk is a region that Ukrainian
forces took by surprise in Au-
gust.

“And I have a very respectful

question for my Russian col-
league: does Russia still maintain
that there are no DPRK troops in
Russia? That’s my only question
and final point,” he said.

The Russian representative at
the council meeting, which Rus-
sia called to discuss international
peace and security, did not re-
spond to the comment and the
session was adjourned.
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Former USFK leader warns of threats from China

Abrams says country can weaponize
economic influence over South Korea

By Davip CHol
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — The
former commander of U.S. troops
in South Korea delivered a stark
warning this week about China’s
ability to weaponize its economic
influence over South Korea.

Beijing is the “principal driver
of instability” within the region,
retired Army Gen. Robert
Abrams, the former commander
of U.S. Forces Korea, U.N. Com-
mand and Combined Forces Com-
mand, said Wednesday at a
roundtable discussion.

He was joined by two of his
predecessors, retired Army Gens.
Walter Sharp and Curtis Scapar-
rotti, and three retired South Ko-
rean generals.

Abrams warned of threats

posed by China during the event
hosted by the Ministry of Patriots
and Veterans Affairs, Korea-U.S.
Alliance Foundation and the Ko-
rea Defense Veterans Associa-
tion.

“It’s my assessment that a lot of
people just aren’t paying attention
or are sort of numb to what’s go-
ing on,” he told an audience of
about 350 U.S. and South Korean
service members. “You don’t
have to look any further than the
Korean Peninsula to see signs of
this strategic competition.”

The former four-star general
commanded approximately
28,500 U.S. troops in South Korea
from 2018 to 2021 before retiring
after 39 years of service.

A year before Abrams took
command on the peninsula, South

Korea’s govern-

ment approved a
U.S. Terminal
High  Altitude
Area  Defense
system, or
THAAD, for a
South  Korean

Abrams

military base in
Seongju, about 130 miles south of
Seoul.

U.S. and South Korea publicly
assured China, one of North Ko-
rea’s closest allies, that stationing
the defensive system was a re-
sponse to the threat posed by the
North’s ballistic missiles. China
opposed the deployment as a
threat to its regional interest.

In response, Beijing imposed a
broad, state-sanctioned boycott
against South Korean businesses
following the THAAD’s arrival in
2017, leading to revenue losses of
approximately $7 billion, South
Korean lawmakers alleged at the
time.

The $800 million system devel-
oped by Lockheed Martin fires
missiles to intercept and destroy
incoming ballistic missiles up to
125 miles away by colliding with
them rather than exploding near
them.

North Korea has fired more
than 40 ballistic missiles in 11 sep-
arate days of testing so far this
year. On Thursday, it launched an
intercontinental ballistic missile
that flew approximately 620 miles
before splashing down in the Sea
of Japan, or East Sea, according to
the South’s military.

“For six years, China punished
and issued many veiled threats to
[South Korea] because they ap-
proved the deployment ... despite
numerous explanations of the de-
fensive nature of THAAD and its
radar,” Abrams said. “What
should be most upsetting to the
Koreans that are in the room is
that deploying THAAD, that was
not a U.S. decision.”

Abrams described China’s boy-
cott as an “economic chokehold”
and warned Beijing could re-im-
pose it.

“That’s what should bother
you,” he said. “[China] can do it
again at their will.”

China is South Korea’s largest
trading partner with nearly $270
billion in trade last year, followed
by the U.S. with almost $190 bil-
lion, according to a Korea Inter-
national Trade Association report
in February.

A separate trade association
study published in February re-
ported South Korea’s exports to
China last year dropped to the
lowest levels since 1992.

“Anyone who thinks that Korea
is somehow immune to Chinese
subterfuge — their misbehavior,
their designs — they need to pay
much closer attention to what’s
been happening here in Northeast
Asia for the last five years,”
Abrams said.

School’s anti-bullying walk encourages students to stand up

By JEREMY STILLWAGNER
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
Sporting orange clothing and
carrying signs, more than 100
middle-schoolers, staff and com-
munity members gathered this
week to deliver an anti-bullying
message at this airlift hub in
western Tokyo.

Some signs were whimsical:
“Donut bully,” read one with the
image of an orange doughnut
covered in white sprinkles. Oth-
ers, more serious: “Let’s stand in
unity.”

“The anti-bullying walk was
something we started last year in
October because it’s anti-bully-
ing month, and we wanted to
bring everybody together and
wear orange, which is the color
that signifies anti-bullying,” Yo-
kota Middle School principal Hil-
ary Simmons told Stars and
Stripes during the half-hour
event on the track at nearby Yo-
kota High.

“We want to bring awareness
to the importance of being in a
place that feels safe and that the
kids feel valued,” she added.

Bullying is not very common
at Yokota Middle School, said
Simmons, who attributes that to
being part of a military commun-
ity.

But bullying is a recognized
problem in U.S. schools.

“You never know where our
students are going to go next, so
it’s important that the month’s
events make it very apparent
and bring a lot of awareness, so
the kids can feel empowered to
take a stance against bullying,”
she said.

One in five U.S. students re-

ported being bullied in some way
during the 2016-17 school year,
according to survey results re-
leased two years later by the De-
partment of Education.

One in four eighth-graders re-
ported being bullied, the most of
any grade between sixth and
12th, the report states.

In the Midwest one in four of
all students reported being bul-
lied, the highest percentage
among four regions in the report.

Bullying can range from being
excluded from activities to text-
ed insults to being pushed or spit
on, according to the report’s da-
ta.

Yokota Middle is one of many
Department of Defense Educa-
tion Activity schools that hosted
events for Bullying Awareness
Month.

The message is not lost on the
students.

“Anti-Bullying Month is im-
portant for our school because
whenever new students are com-
ing in and out, they need to feel
welcome,” seventh-grader Macy
Hawkins told Stars and Stripes
after the walk.

Fellow seventh-grader Lelle
Avellan said she’s happy to show
support for such an important
message.

“This makes me feel like my
school actually cares and accepts
people, and participating is ac-
tually really fun,” she said.

Several DODEA  schools
across the Pacific observed the
World Day of Bullying Preven-
tion on Oct. 7, Unity Day Against
Bullying on Oct. 16 and held as-
semblies and spirit weeks
throughout the month.

“I think it’s significantly im-

1
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Yokota Middle School students march against bullying at Yokota Air Base, Japan, on Wednesday.

portant, especially at the middle
and high school level, because
sometimes students aren’t totally
aware of what bullying looks and
sounds like, so teaching them
that can encourage the kids to
really be advocates against bul-
lying,” Simmons said.

National Bullying Awareness
month was originally a weeklong
event started in 2006 by the Na-
tional Bullying Prevention Cen-
ter.

It was expanded in 2010 to in-
clude the entire month of Octo-
ber.

Teachers and staff joined the march on Wednesday.
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Helo diagnostic
tool returns to
base In Germany

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

MANNHEIM, Germany —
When the U.S. Army was poised to
shutter its barracks here a decade
ago, one of the casualties was an
aviation system that helped en-
sure helicopter fleets of Apaches,
Black Hawks and Chinooks were
fit for flight.

Now, the high-tech digital en-
gine diagnostic tool is back at its
old home at Coleman Barracks for
the first time since 2014, a move
Army officials say amounts to a
combat aviation game changer in
Europe.

The arrival of the Digital Flex-
ible Engine Diagnostic System in
late October means engines for
Army helicopters will no longer
need to be returned to the United
States for maintenance and safety
testing.

Engines will now be back in ser-
vice in amatter of days rather than
being sidelined for over a month,
with repair times reduced by
about 80% overall, Army aviation
officials in Europe said.

The diagnostic tool measures
the performance of million-dollar
helicopter engines, which are
mounted on the system for a series
of performance tests. If a problem
is detected, technicians on site can
make the necessary fixes, said
Brian Wright of U.S. Army Eu-
rope and Africa’s aviation office.

Back in 2014, the Army in Eu-
rope didn’t want to part with the
capability, but closure plans for
Coleman Barracks had officials
looking for a new location, Wright
said.

The hope was to position the
system in Illesheim, where Army
aviators operate. But there were
problems with getting approvals
from German authorities because
of local concern about the noise of
the testing apparatus, Wright said.

And by the time the Army re-
versed course in 2015 and decided
to hold on to Coleman Barracks
rather than turn the keys over to
the Germans, it was too late.

In the years since, sending en-
gines back to the U.S. for servicing
has been inconvenient and costly,
Wright said.

USAREUR-AF’s pitch for get-
ting the system back meant com-
peting against other regions for an
asset that’s in limited supply.
Wright estimated there were only
around a dozen such systems
across the Army.

A change in the security envi-
ronment in Europe brought on by

JoHN VANDIVER/Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Army in Europe in
October added a new digital
engine diagnostic system that is
expected to improve flight safety
for pilots and its fleet of
helicopters.

Russia’s full-scale invasion of Uk-
raine was likely one of the factors
involved in the decision, Wright
said.

Other aspects of the Army’s
buildup in recent years in Europe,
such as the expansion of tank bri-
gade rotations to the Continent
and the addition of air defense
firepower, have gotten wide-
spread attention.

But logistical upgrades, such as
maintenance tools that help keep
combat aviators flying, often play
an unsung role, Army officials
said.

The system “will ultimately im-
prove our ability to deploy our
forces rapidly and safely whenev-
er we might be needed,” Chief
Warrant Officer S Raleigh Straba-
la, the 12th Combat Aviation Bri-
gade’s maintenance officer, said
Thursday.

It also should give aboost to U.S.
allies in Europe, many of which fly
Apaches, Chinooks and Black
Hawks. U.S. aircraft are the first
priority, but American military of-
ficials plan to make the capability
available to allies so their own
fleets are more combat-ready.

“Everything we’re trying to do
as a headquarters is about wheth-
er this is not only good for the U.S.
Army but is it also good for NA-
TO,” said Maj. Nicholas Chopp, a
USAREUR-AF spokesman.
“Having this capability and how
quickly they can bring engines in
and out, that means now you’ve
got another (allied) aircraft that’s
ready to fly.”

BRrAD HAys/Edelweiss Lodge and Resort

Brian Borda, general manager of Edelweiss Lodge and Resort in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany,
speaks at the U.S. Army-owned resort’s 20th anniversary celebration Wednesday.

Bavarian resort owned by Army
toasts 20-year run amid upgrade

By BRADLEY LATHAM
Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN, Germany — The
U.S. Army’s Bavarian Alps resort
hotel in Garmisch-Partenkirchen
is undergoing a $30 million facelift
in the midst of celebrating a mile-
stone.

The renovations at Edelweiss
Lodge and Resort, which marked
its 20th anniversary in a celebra-
tion Wednesday, aim to improve
dining, recreation and accommo-
dations for Defense Department
personnel and their families vaca-
tioning there.

“These investments will enable
us to serve the next generation of
service members with even grea-
ter dedication and comfort,” mar-
keting manager Brad Hays said.

Zuggy’s Base Camp, a restau-
rant with a rustic hunting lodge
theme, was the first Edelweiss fa-
cility to be spruced up. It was ren-
ovated in the spring, and the work
wrapped up in July.

It now boasts a more modern
and upscale interior along with an
upgraded kitchen and expanded
menu. Patrons can also take in
drone footage of the surrounding
landscape or watch sports on the
new 30-foot-wide high-definition
screen in the restaurant.

The resort’s other -eateries,
Market Station and Pullman Cafe,
will see upgrades starting next
spring, Hays said.

As of December, guests will be
able to soak in the enhanced out-
door hot tub, which will fea-
ture new jets, lounge beds and an
entryway “optimized for ultimate
relaxation and comfort,” accord-

U.S. ARMY

The U.S. Army’s Edelweiss Lodge and Resort in
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, is marking its 20th anniversary.

ing to the resort’s website.

From furniture to fixtures, all
258 guest rooms are set for a
makeover beginning late next
year. That project will happen in
phases to minimize disruption to
guest services, Hays said.

Standard rooms with two queen
beds at Edelweiss run between
$120 and $220 per night, and the
three price tiers are based on
rank.

The price is $1S for each addi-
tional adult, with a maximum of
four people in a room plus a crib.
There is no additional charge for
children.

The resort also has suites and
offers various packages that in-
clude hotel accommodations, rec-
reational activities and excur-
sions. In addition to the luxury
lodgings, there are cabins for rent
and an on-site campground.

Opened in September 2004, the
$80 million Edelweiss consolidat-
ed various hotels and recreation

areas used by service members in
southern Germany dating back to
the end of World War II.

Since then, the resort has ac-
commodated approximately 3
million guests, Hays said, ranging
from families desiring a destina-
tion vacation spot in Europe to ser-
vice members seeking rest and re-
laxation during deployment to
Middle East war zones.

Edelweiss is one of four Armed
Forces Recreation Center resorts.
The others are in Florida, Hawaii
and South Korea.

On Wednesday, resort general
manager Brian Borda said Edel-
weiss has been a cornerstone of
U.S. Army Installation Manage-
ment Command’s mission in Eu-
rope.

“This commitment is our way of
ensuring that Edelweiss Lodge
and Resort remains not only a pre-
mier destination but a home away
from home for those who serve,”
Borda said.
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|G: USAF overpaid for G-17 soap dispensers

Federal watchdog
finds $1 million in
wasteful spending

By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

The Air Force paid over 80
times more than it should have for
lavatory soap dispensers on one of
its most versatile cargo planes, a
significant part of nearly $1 mil-
lion in wasteful spending, a
watchdog agency concluded in a
new audit.

The findings by the Defense
Department Inspector General
reveal a series of procurement
missteps that allowed defense gi-
ant Boeing to overcharge for vari-
ous components of the C-17 Globe-
master III.

While the price of each dispen-
ser and the number bought were
redacted in the report, the service
paid nearly $150,000 more than
the market value of the collective
purchase, according to the find-
ings released in a report Tuesday.

Of the 46 parts auditors exa-
mined, over a quarter were pur-
chased at prices deemed not fair
or reasonable, the report said.

Roranp BaLik/U.S. Air Force

A C-17 Globemaster lll prepares to land at Dover Air Force Base, Del.

The IG couldn’t determine
whether the Air Force paid fair
and reasonable prices for 25 of the
parts examined, with a combined
valuation of over $22 million, the
report added.

In response, Boeing said it was
reviewing the findings.

The report “appears to be based
on an inapt comparison of the
prices paid for parts that meet
military specifications and de-
signs versus basic commercial
items that would not be qualified
or approved for use on the C-17,”
company spokeswoman Deborah

VanNierop said in a statement
published Tuesday by Bloom-
berg.

The audit, which looked at
spending between 2018 and 2022,
was conducted after a whistle-
blower contacted the DOD with
concerns related to the expensive
soap dispensers.

Overall, the Air Force wasted at
least $992,000 on parts purchased
under its contract with Boeing, in-
cluding overpaying more than
$142,000 for pressure transmit-
ters, which measure the pressure
of a gas or liquid and convert it in-

(v)

(U) Figure 3. C-17 Soap Dispenser (Left) and Commercially Similar Soap Dispenser (Right)
{U) Source: The DCMA CIG.

Defense Contract Management Agency

An image from the Defense Department Inspector General’s audit
shows a C-17 Globemaster lll soap dispenser, left, and a similar
commercial dispenser. The Air Force overpaid by more than 80 times
for soap dispensers in the bathroom of the airplane, the IG said.

to an electrical signal, the IG said.

It spent nearly $300,000 more
than it should have on retaining
bands for the C-17, the report add-
ed.

“Significant overpayments for
spare parts may reduce the num-
ber of spare parts that Boeing can
purchase on the contract, poten-
tially reducing C-17 readiness
worldwide,” Inspector General
Robert Storch said in a statement.

He noted that the contract con-
tinues through 2031. It lets Boeing
purchase needed spare parts for

the C-17, and the Air Force reim-
burses the company for those ex-
penditures, according to the au-
dit.

The IG blamed the overpay-
ment on a lack of oversight and
made several recommendations.
They include Air Force use of en-
hanced billing analysis, forecast-
ing tools and invoice reviews.

About 220 C-17s are used by the
U.S. Air Force, Air National
Guard and Air Force Reserve
Command for transport oper-
ations worldwide.

Apaches take center stage during live-fire drills near DMZ

By Luis GARcIA
Stars and Stripes

RODRIGUEZ LIVE FIRE
COMPLEX, South Korea— Chok-
ing clouds of dust and debris swir-
led this week as two Apache hel-
icopter gunships, armed and
ready, circled above this firing
range 16 miles from the Demilita-
rized Zone.

One gunship moved into a firing
position Wednesday and fired
short bursts from its chin-mount-
ed, 30 mm automatic chain gun,
the rounds piercing simple targets
below. It followed with longer
bursts, let fly some 27.5-inch fold-
ing fin missiles and then looped
around for a final gun run before
departing the range.

“The primary objective of our
training here is to qualify our
Apache crews for aerial gunnery,”
Lt. Col. Brian Silva, commander of
Sth Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry
Regiment, said Wednesday at the
range. “We’re focusing on the
skills of our individual pilots to
identify, engage and destroy tar-
gets.”

U.S. and South Korean attack
helicopters were letting loose two
weeks after an agreement over
live-fire exercises at the Rodri-
guez Live Fire Complex was
reached by the South Korean Min-
istry of National Defense, the
South Korean army and a local ci-
tizens group unhappy with the

“This range
brings a lot of
value not only to
the U.S. forces
but to the Korean
forces. The
readiness of the
peninsula — this
is like the No. 1
spot.”

Col. Juan Martinez
8th Army

noise of live-fire training.

The Apaches resumed live-fire
training last year following a six-
year ban on those drills because of
noise concerns. The August agree-
ment “normalized” the live-fire
training schedule, according to
the ministry at the time.

Hundreds of troops from both
countries took part in drills this
week focused on tactical team-
work and readiness, Col. Juan
Martinez, a spokesman for 8th Ar-
my, said Wednesday at the range.
Training on the ground and in the
air allowed the two militaries to

Luis GaRclA/Stars and Stripes

A U.S. Army AH-64 Apache flies over the Rodriguez Live Fire
Complex near Pocheon, South Korea, on Wednesday.

work together near the DMZ, he
said.

The Apaches took center stage
Wednesday. The AH-60 Apache
Longbow is the U.S. Army’s go-to
weapon in the air. The twin-en-
gine, multi-mission helicopter
carries a pilot and gunner and can
haul 27.5-inch folding fin and
Hellfire missiles to the battlefield,
along with a 30 mm automatic
chain gun mounted on its chin.

Its suite of avionics can link the
gunship with Bradley and Stryker
fighting vehicles and other battle-

field partners for information
sharing and targeting.

The exercise served also to cer-
tify U.S. platoons to operate along-
side South Korean troops.

Working directly with South
Korean forces provides essential
insights for U.S. soldiers, Spc. Au-
gustus Baumann, a fire support
specialist with the 2nd Infantry
Division, said Wednesday at the
Rodriguez complex.

“Seeing how the Koreans con-
duct business ... if an actual war
happens, those are the people

we’re going to be working with,”
he said.

The hands-on experience of a
live-fire exercise opens a new un-
derstanding of joint operations,
Baumann said.

“It’s no longer something you’re
seeing on a slideshow; no one’s
telling you how it’s supposed to
happen,” he said.

The Rodriguez Live Fire Com-
plex has been more active recent-
ly, thanks to new agreements like
the one reached Oct. 1S that allow
broader live-fire drills, Martinez
said. The complex is a key spot for
joint military training.

The South Korean and the U.S.
armies both fly Apaches, for ex-
ample.

“We both use the same equip-
ment, so it makes us very good
teammates,” Silva said.

Armored U.S. Strykers and
South Korean K1A2 tanks are also
running joint ground operations,
he said.

In addition to air support from
the Apaches and A-10 Warthog
fixed-wing attack aircraft came
artillery fire from U.S. M777 and
South Korean K-9 howitzers.

“Sometimes people misunder-
stand or misrepresent the value of
the range,” Martinez said. “This
range brings a lot of value not only
tothe U.S. forces but to the Korean
forces. The readiness of the penin-
sula — this is like the No. 1 spot.”
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Senate control
brings massive
spending efforts

By MARrc LEvY
Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa.— Billions of
dollars in advertising are raining
down on voters across the Rust Belt,
Rocky Mountains and American
southwest as the two major political
parties portray their opponent’s
candidates as extreme in a struggle
for control of the U.S. Senate.

In three races alone — Ohio,
Pennsylvania and Montana—more
than $1 billion is projected to be
spent by Nov. S.

The race in Ohio could break the
spending record for Senate races.
The race in Montana will go down as
themost expensive Senaterace ever
on a per-vote basis. And, late in the
game, Democrats are sending mil-
lions more dollars to Texas, a GOP
stronghold where the party has new
hopes of knocking off two-term con-
servative stalwart Sen. Ted Cruz, an
upset that could help them protect
their majority.

Republicans need to pick up two
seats to capture a surefire majority,
and one of those — West Virginia—
is all but in the bag for the GOP.

Other races are more volatile and
less predictable.

ForDemocrats, the brutal math of
this year’s election cycle is forcing
them to defend eight seats in tough

states. Losses by established incum-
bents could amount to an extinction-
level event for Democrats who rep-
resent reliably Republican states.

The election also will test the
down-ballot strength of both parties
in Wisconsin, Michigan and Penn-
sylvania, the premier presidential
battleground states known as the
Blue Wall for their relatively relia-
ble Democratic voting history. Wins
there by Republicans would dra-
matically alter the Senate playing
field.

All told, data from political ad
tracking firm AdImpact projects
that more than $2.5 billion will be
spent on advertising in Senate races
in this two-year
campaign cycle,
slightly more
than the 2022 to-
tal.

That includes a
half-billion dol-
lars in Ohio alone,
another $340 mil-
lionin Pennsylva-
nia and $280 mil-
lion in Montana, population 1.1 mil-
lion, or less than one-tenth of the
population of either Ohio or Penn-
sylvania. The most expensive Sen-
ate race ever was Democrat John
Ossoff’s victory in a Georgia contest
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Dave McCormick, Republican candidate for U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania, greets supporters before he
voted early at the Allegheny County Office Building in Pittsburgh, on Monday.

that went to a runoff'in 2021 and de-
cided Senate control, according to
data from the campaign finance-
tracking organization Open Secrets.

Generally, campaign strategists
say Republican presidential nomi-
nee Donald Trump is polling ahead
of his party’s Senate candidates in
Senate battleground states, while
Democratic candidates in those
states are polling ahead of their
presidential nominee, Kamala Har-
ris. Thatmeansthereisaslice of vot-
ers who could vote for Trump but
not back Republicans in Senate rac-
es — or who could split their tickets
with Democratic Senate candi-
dates.

Such splits have been rare. In
Maine,in 2020 votersbacked Demo-
crat Joe Biden for president and re-
elected Republican Sen. Susan Col-
lins, for instance.

Republican strategists said they
expect the party’s major super

PACs to spend until Election Day in
seven states where Democrats are
defending Senate seats: Michigan,
Montana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and
Wisconsin, where polls show com-
petitive races, but also Nevada and
Arizona, where Republicans are en-
couraged by strong early voting
numbers.

Republicans are most confident
about flipping the seat in deep-red
Montana, where Republican Tim
Sheehy is challenging third-term
Democratic Sen. Jon Tester. They
are also optimistic about reliably
red Ohio, where Republican Bernie
Moreno is challenging third-term
Democratic Sen. Sherrod Brown.

Torunn Sinclair, a spokesperson
for a pair of Republican-aligned su-
per PACs, said one — American
Crossroads —is pulling $2.8 million
out of Montana, while the pair are
plunging several million more into
Pennsylvania.

There, Republican David McCor-
mick is trying to knock off three-
term Democratic Sen. Bob Casey in
a presidential battleground under-
card that both sides say is close.

McCormick, a former CEO of the
world’s largest hedge fund, has
hammered the message in two de-
bates that Casey is a “sure thing” to
back the Biden-Harris administra-
tion’s agenda. In recent days, Casey
beganrunninganadinconservative
areas that touts his “greedflation”
legislation to pursue price-gouging.
The ad says “Casey bucked Biden to
protect fracking” and “sided with
Trump” on trade and tariffs.

InTexas, U.S.Rep. Colin Allred, a
former professional football player,
has proven adept at raising small-
dollar donations in his challenge to
incumbent Republican Cruz. Allred
has outraised every Senate candi-
date nationally, except Tester and
Brown.

Trump campaigns with Packers legend Favre in Green Bay

Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Donald
Trump showered former NFL star
Brett Favre with praise on Wednes-
day at a rally in Green Bay, Wis.,
where the former Packers quarter-
back campaigned for the Republi-
canpresidentialnomineeinthefinal
week before Election Day.

“Thank you, Brett. What a great
honor. What a great champion,”
Trump said shortly after taking the
stage at the Resch Center. Describ-
ing Favre’s fingers as “like sau-
sages,” hesaid, “Nowonder he could
throw the ball.”

“I'm a little upset because I think
he got bigger applause than me, and
I'm not happy,” the former presi-
dent went on, joking about the ova-
tion Favre received in a county that
Trump narrowly won in 2020.

Trump appeared onstage in a or-
ange safety vest after riding in a gar-
bage truck to draw attention to an of-
fensive comment by President Joe
Biden. But he reignited a different
controversy by revisiting his prom-
ise to “protect the women of our
country.”

Juuia DEMAREE NIKHINSON/AP

Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump
talks to reporters as he sits in a truck Wednesday, in Green Bay, Wis.

After complaining about his own
staffers telling him it was “inappro-
priate,” Trump insisted, “I’'m gonna
do it whether the women like it or
not.”

Trump rallied alongside Favre in
the critical battleground state with
just six days until the election. In a
sign of the importance of the state,

Trump’s Democratic opponent,
Vice President Kamala Harris, was
campaigning simultaneously in
overwhelmingly Democratic-vot-
ing Madison, a 2%2-hour drive away.

Favre, who won three NFL Most
Valuable Playerawards and a Super
Bowl for Green Bay in the 1990s,
praised Trump before the former

president arrived, telling the crowd,
“Much like the Packer organization,
Donald Trump and his organization
was awinner.”

“The United States of America
won with his leadership,” Favre
said.

Inrelying on Favre, Trumpis tap-
ping into the state’s deep and loyal
support for the Packers and the
team’s onetime star quarterback.
But Favre also comes with in-
creased baggage afterbecomingen-
meshed in Mississippi’s welfare
spending scandal.

Favre, 5SS, is not facing any crimi-
nal charges, but he is among more
than three dozen people or groups
being sued as the state tries torecov-
er misspent money. Favre has re-
paid just over $1 million he received
in speaking fees funded by the Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Fam-
ilies program. Mississippi Auditor
Shad White, a Republican, has said
Favre never showed up for the
speaking engagements. White also
said Favre still owes nearly
$730,000 in interest.

Mississippihasranked amongthe

poorest states for decades, butonly a
fraction of its federal welfare money
has been going to families. Instead,
the Mississippi Department of Hu-
man Services allowed well-connect-
ed people to waste tens of millions of
welfare dollars from 2016 to 2019,
according to White and state and
federal prosecutors.

A nonprofit group called the Mis-
sissippi Community Education
Center made two payments of wel-
fare money to Favre Enterprises,
the athlete’s business: $500,000 in
December 2017 and $600,000 in
June 2018. The TANF money was to
go toward a volleyball arena at the
University of Southern Mississippi.
Favre agreed tolead fundraising ef-
forts for the facility at his alma ma-
ter, where his daughter started play-
ing on the volleyball team in 2017.

Favre appeared in September be-
fore a Republican-led congression-
al committee that was examining
how states are falling short on using
welfare to help families in need.

Favre told the congressional com-
mittee that he was diagnosed with
Parkinson’s disease in January.
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Inflation gauge falls to lowest since early 2021

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — As a presi-
dential race profoundly shaped by
Americans’ frustration with high
prices nears its end, the govern-
ment said Thursday that an infla-
tion gauge closely watched by the
Federal Reserve has dropped to
near pre-pandemic levels.

The Commerce Department re-
ported that prices rose just 2.1% in
September from a year earlier,
down from a 2.3% rise in August.
That is barely above the Fed’s 2%
inflation target and in line with

readings in 2018, well before pric-
es began surging after the pan-
demic recession.

Yet some signs of inflation pres-
sures remained. Excluding vola-
tile food and energy costs, so-
called core prices rose 2.7% in
September from a year earlier for
the third straight month.

On a monthly basis, core prices
rose 0.3% from August to Septem-
ber, up from just 0.1% from July to
August. The increase in the core
rate is higher than the Fed would
prefer.

Still, for the past six months,

core inflation has declined to a
2.3% annual rate, down from 2.5%
in August. And economists still ex-
pect the Fed to cut its key rate by a
quarter-point when it meets next
week.

“It’s essentially the soft landing
that many of us dreamed of,” said
Gregory Daco, chief economist at
the tax and accounting firm EY,
referring to a scenario in which
high interest rates manage to tame
inflation without causing a reces-
sion. “You really have the best of
both worlds, with consumer
spending growth remaining resi-

lient and inflation moving within
striking distance of the Fed’s 2%
target.”

A separate measure of worker
pay that the government issued
Thursday — the employment cost
index — showed that wages and
benefits grew just 0.8% in the July-
September quarter, the slowest
such pace in three years. Mea-
sured from the same quarter a
year earlier, workers’ paychecks,
excluding government em-
ployees, rose 3.8%, a pace consis-
tent with the Fed’s inflation target,
Daco said.

McDonald’s E. coli cases rise;

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Federal offi-
cials on Wednesday reported
more cases of E. coli poisoning
among people who ate at McDo-
nald’s, as government investiga-
tors seeking the outbreak’s
source identified an “onion grow-
er of interest” in Washington
state.

The Food and Drug Adminis-

tration said 90 people across 13
states have fallen ill in the out-
break, up from 7S at the end of
last week. The number of people
hospitalized increased by five, to
27 people. One death has been
tied to the outbreak.

Officials have said raw, sli-
vered onions on McDonald’s
Quarter Pounder hamburgers are
the likely source of the E. coli.

officials inspect onion grower

McDonald’s said the onions came
from a single supplier, the Cali-
fornia-based Taylor Farms.

The company has since re-
called the yellow onions it sent to
McDonald’s and other restaurant
chains.

The FDA said Wednesday it
has begun inspecting Taylor
Farm’s processing center in Col-
orado Springs as well as an “onion

grower of interest” in Washington
state. It did not name the grower.

FDA officials said Wednesday
the current risk of illness “is low
because the onions have been re-
called and should no longer be
available.” They noted that all of
the reported cases occurred be-
fore Taylor Farms and McDo-
nald’s removed the onions from
the market.

Post reports
subscriber
loss after no
endorsement

Associated Press

The Washington Post has lost at
least 250,000 subscribers since
announcing last Friday that it
would not endorse a candidate for
president—roughly 10% of its dig-
ital following, the newspaper re-
ported Wednesday.

The Post would not officially
confirm that figure, saying it was a
private company, but it was re-
ported in a story in the newspaper
that cited documents and two un-
named sources who were familiar
with the figures. Another non-en-
dorsement last week has caused
thousands of Los Angeles Times
readers to cancel subscriptions,
although not nearly at the Post’s
level.

The Post’s owner, Jeff Bezos,
said presidential endorsements
create a perception of bias at the
newspaper while having little real
influence on how readers vote.
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A man cleans his house affected by floods in Utiel, Spain, on Wednesday.

Manu FERNANDEZ/AP

Spain searches for bodies after
unprecedented flash flooding

Associated Press

BARRIO DE LA TORRE, Spain
— Crews searched for bodies in
stranded cars and sodden build-
ings Thursday as people tried to
salvage what they could from their
ruined homes following monstrous
flash floodsin Spain that claimed at
least158lives.

Spain’s worst natural disaster
this century left a trail of destruc-
tion and fears that more horrors
will be uncovered from the ubiqui-
tous layers of mud that walls of wa-
ter left in their wake late Tuesday
and early Wednesday.

An unknown number of people
remain missing.

“Unfortunately, there are dead
people inside some vehicles,” said
Spain’s Transport Minister Oscar
Puente.

The widespread damage re-
called the aftermath of a hurricane
or tsunami.

Cars piled on one another like
fallen dominoes, uprooted trees,
downed power lines and household
itemsallmiredinmud thatcovered
streetsin dozens of communitiesin
the hardest-hit region of Valencia,
where at least 155 people died.

Rushing water turned narrow
streets into death traps and

spawned rivers that tore through
homes and businesses, sweeping
away cars, people and everything
else in its path. The floods demol-
ished bridges and left roads unrec-
ognizable.

Luis Sanchez, a welder, was one
of the lucky ones when the storm
turned the V-31 highway south of
Valencia city into a floating grave-
yard strewn with hundreds of veh-
icles. He said he saved several peo-
ple.

“I saw bodies floating past. I
called out but nothing,” Sanchez
said. “The firefighters took the el-
derly first, when they could getin. I
am from nearby so I tried to help
and rescue people. People were
crying all over, they were
trapped.”

Regional authorities said late
Wednesday it seemed no one was
left stranded on rooftops or in cars
in need of rescue after helicopters
had saved some 70 people.

“Our priority is to find the vic-
tims and the missing so we can help
end the suffering of their families,”
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro
Séanchez said after meeting with re-
gional officials and emergency ser-
vices in Valencia on Thursday, the
first of three official days of mourn-

ing.

Spain’s Mediterranean coast is
used to autumn storms that can
cause flooding, but this was the
most powerful flash flood event in
recent memory. Scientists link it to
climate change, which is also be-
hind increasingly high temper-
atures and droughts in Spain and
the heating up of the Mediterrane-
an Sea.

The greatest pain was concen-
trated in Paiporta, a community of
25,000 next to Valencia city where
mayor Maribel Albalat said Thurs-
day that 62 people had perished.

“(Paiporta) never has floods, we
never have this kind of problem.
Andwe found alotof elderly people
inthetown center,” Albalattold na-
tional broadcaster RTVE. “There
were also a lot of people who came
to get their cars out of their garages
...itwasareal trap.’

While the most suffering was in-
flicted on municipalities near the
city of Valencia, the storms un-
leashed their fury over huge
swaths of the south and eastern
coast of the Iberian peninsula. Two
fatalities were reported in the
neighboring Castilla La Mancha
region and onein southern Andalu-
sia.

Kharkiv hit with
deadly attack by
a Russian bomb

By ILLIA NoVvIKOV
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Russian forc-
es struck a residential building in
Ukraine’s second-largest city of
Kharkiv on Thursday, killing
three, including two teenage boys,
and injuring scores of others, and
launched scores of other attacks as
they continued their grinding on-
slaught in the country’s east.

Regional head Oleh Syniehubov
said one of the boys, aged 12, was
fatally injured when the building
was hit by a Russian 1,100-pound
glide bomb.

“He was freed from under the
rubble with severe head injuries
and fractures,” Syniehubov wrote
on social media. “Doctors per-
formed resuscitation measures
for more than half an hour. Unfor-
tunately, it was not possible to save
the child.”

Syniehubov said later that res-
cuers also retrieved the bodies of a
15-year-old boy and an unidenti-
fied man from the debris.

Interior Minister IThor Klymen-
ko said at least 35 people were in-
jured in the attack and others
could still be trapped under the
rubble.

Russia has increasingly used
powerful glide bombs to pummel
Ukrainian positions along the 600-
miles line of contact and strike ci-
ties dozens of miles from the front
line. Kharkiv, a city of 1.1 million,
is less than 20 miles from the bor-
der.

President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy has repeatedly urged the
United States to allow Ukraine to
use long-range American missiles
to strike air bases deeper in Russia
that are used by warplanes carry-
ing glide bombs. Washington so
far has only allowed some strikes
close to the border.

Zelenskyy repeated his request
Thursday, publishing a video
showing the ravaged nine-story

building, at least three of its floors
destroyed and the rest of it seri-
ously damaged.

“Partners see what is happen-
ing every day,” Zelenskyy wrote
on Telegram. “And under these
conditions, each of their delayed
decisions means at least dozens, if
not hundreds of such Russian
bombs against Ukraine. Their de-
cisions are the lives of our people.
Therefore, we must together stop
Russia and do it with all possible
force.”

Early Thursday, Russia also
fired 10 missiles of various types at
the Dniester Estuary bridge that
connects the northern and south-
ern parts of the Odesa region, Uk-
raine’s air force said, adding that
only two of them were intercepted.
It didn’t say whether the bridge
was hit.

Russian forces also sent 43 ex-
ploding drones over at least nine
Ukrainian regions, the air force
said. It said 17 were shot down, 23
jammed and three flew back to
Russian-controlled territories.

The head of Kyiv city adminis-
tration, Serhii Popko, said debris
from some of the drones that were
intercepted over the capital fell in
the Podil district just north of
downtown, causing minor dam-
age. According to Popko, there
was only one day in October in
which Kyiv residents did not hear
an air alert. During the month, Ky-
iv experienced two air alerts per
day on average, repelling 20 actual
aerial attacks targeting the city.

In the country’s east, Russian
forces continued their slow but
steady assault, trying to capitalize
on Ukrainian shortages of man-
power and ammunition. In Mos-
cow, the Defense Ministry report-
ed the capture of the village of
Yasna Polyana in the Donetsk re-
gion that lies on the way to the
well-fortified Ukrainian strong-
hold of Kurakhove.

Israel says another rocket barrage from Lebanon Kills more in north

Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel — Israel’s res-
cue service said projectiles fired
from Lebanon on Thursday killed
two more people in northern Israel,
raising the death toll there to seven
in what’s been the deadliest rocket
barrage since the Israeli military’s
invasion of southern Lebanon.

Magen David Adom, Israel’s
main emergency medical organiza-
tion, said its medics confirmed the

deaths of a 30-year-old man and 60-
year-old woman in a suburb of the
northern city of Haifa. They also
treated two other people who suf-
fered mild injuries and were hospi-
talized.

The Israeli military said that
roughly 25 rockets crossed into Is-
rael from Lebanon as part of the vol-
ley that struck an olive grove where
people had gathered for the harvest.

The deadly attack came just

hours after officials in Metula, in
northern Israel, said that five people
were Kkilled, including four foreign
workers, in a rocket barrage Thurs-
day that struck an Israeli agricultu-
ral area.

The back-to-back attacks made
Thursday one of the deadliest days
for civilians in Israel since the Israe-
li military invaded southern Leba-
non on Oct. 1 as part of a widening
campaign against the Lebanon-

based Hezbollah militant group.

The attacks came as senior U.S.
diplomats were in the region to push
for cease-firesin Lebanonand Gaza,
hoping to wind down the wars in the
Middle East in the Biden adminis-
tration’s final months.

The Hezbollah militant group has
been firing rockets, drones and mis-
silesintoIsrael, and drawingretalia-
tory strikes, since Hamas’ Oct. 7,
2023, attack out of the Gaza Strip

triggered the war there. Hezbollah
and Hamas are allies backed by
Iran.

The conflict along the border es-
calated into a full-blown war last
month, when Israel launched a
wave of heavy airstrikes across Le-
banon and killed Hezbollah’s top
leader, Hassan Nasrallah, and most
ofhis deputies. Israeli ground forces
pushed into Lebanon at the start of
October.
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Chess grand master Carlsen’s next move

Norwegian's Take Take Take app provides
analysis, recaps for live games and players

By MARK LEwis

Associated Press

ew chess players enjoy

Magnus Carlsen’s ce-

lebrity status.

Becoming a grand

master at 13, refusing to play an
American dogged by allegations
of cheating and venturing into
the world of online chess gaming
all made Norway’s Carlsen a
household name.

Few chess players have pro-
duced the magical commodity
that separates Norway’s Magnus
Carlsen from any of his peers:
celebrity.

Only legends like Russia’s
Garry Kasparov and American
Bobby Fischer can match his
name recognition, and Carlsen is
arguably an even more dominant
player. Last month, he beat both
men to be named the Internation-
al Chess Federation’s greatest
ever.

But his motivation to rack up
professional titles is on the wane.
Carlsen, 33, now wants to lev-
erage his fame to help turn the
game he loves into a spectator
sport.

“I am in a different stage in my
career,” he told The Associated
Press. “I am not as ambitious
when it comes to professional
chess. I still want to play, but I
don’t necessarily have that hun-
ger. I play for the love of the
game.”

Offering a new way to interact
with the game, Carlsen on Oct. 25
launched his application, Take
Take Take, which will follow live
games and players, explaining
matches in an accessible way
that, Carlsen says, is sometimes
missing from streaming plat-
forms like YouTube and Twitch.
“It will be a chiller vibe,” he says.

Carlsen intends to use his ex-

perience to provide recaps and
analysis on his new app, starting
with November’s World Chess
Championship tournament be-
tween China’s Ding Liren and
India’s Gukesh Dommaraju. He
won’t be competing himself be-
cause he voluntarily ceded the
title in 2023.

Carlsen is no novice when it
comes to chess apps. The Play
Magnus game, which he started
in 2014, gave online users the
chance to play against a chess
engine modeled against his own
gameplay. Its company ballooned
into a suite of applications and
was bought for around $80 mil-
lion in 2022 by Chess.com, the
world’s largest chess website.

Carlsen and Mats Andre Kris-
tiansen, the chief executive of his
company, Fantasy Chess, are
betting that a chess game, where
users can follow individual
players and pieces and which
offers filters for explaining dif-
ferent elements of each game as
well as light touch analysis, will
scoop up causal viewers put off
by chess’ sometimes rarefied air.
The free app was launched in a
bid to build the user base ahead
of trying to monetizing it.

“That will come later, maybe
with advertisements or deeper
analysis,” Kristiansen says.

While Take Take Take offers a
different prospect with its
streaming services, it is still
being launched into a crowded
market with Chess.com, which
has more than 100 million users,
YouTube, Twitch and the website
of FIDE, the International Chess
Federation. World Chess was
worth around $54 million when it
got listed on the London Stock
Exchange.

The accessibility of chess en-
gines that can beat any human

Norwegian Magnus Carlsen of the SG Alpine Warriors plays a match July 1, 2023, during the Global Chess
League in Dubai. Carlsen’s new chess application, Take Take Take, launched Oct. 25.

means cheating has never been
easier. However, they can still be
used to shortcut thousands of
hours of book-bound research,
and hone skills in a way that
would be impossible against
human opponents.

“I think the games today are of
higher quality because prep-
aration is becoming deeper and
deeper and artificial intelligence
is helping us play. It is reshaping
the way we evaluate the games,”
especially for the new generation
of players, Carlsen says.

At the same time, he admits
that two decades after becoming
a grand master, his mind doesn’t
quite compute at the tornado
speed it once did: “Most people
have less energy when they get
older. The brain gets slower. I

have already felt that for a few
years. The younger players’
processing power is just faster.”
Even so, he intends to be the
world’s best for years to come.
“My mind is a bit slower, and I
maybe don’t have as much ener-
gy. But chess is about the coming
together of energy, computing
power and experience. I am still
closer to my peak than decline,”
he said.
Chess has been riding a pop-
ularity wave begun by Carlsen.
He became the world’s top-
ranked player in 2011. In 2013, he
won the first of his five World
Championships. In 2014, he
achieved the highest-ever chess
rating of 2882, and he has re-
mained the undisputed world No.
1 for the past 13 years.

Off the table, chess influ-
encers, like the world No. 2, Hi-
karu Nakamura, are using social
media to bring the game to a
wider audience. The Netflix
series “The Queen’s Gambit”
burnished chess’ unlikely cere-
bral sex appeal when it became
one of the streamer’s biggest hits
in 2020.

And in 2022, Carlsen’s refusal
to play against Hans Niemann,
an American grand master, who
admitted to using technology to
cheat in online games in the past,
created a rare edge in the usually
sedate world of chess. There is
no evidence Niemann ever cheat-
ed in live games, but the feud
between the pair propelled the
game even further into public
consciousness.

Rolling Square offering new tracking devices

By GREGG ELLMAN
Tribune News Service

Rolling Square, a Swiss-based tech compa-
ny, has new tracking devices: the AirNotch
Pro and AirCard Pro. Both track and find any
object from any device on Apple’s Find My
and Google’s Find My Device networks.

The key ring-designed AirNotch Pro is
built with two internal buzzers, which pro-
duce 360-degree sound. The tracker buzzer
can be activated through either the Apple or
Google apps. The sound can also be activated
by asking Siri or Google.

It is constructed with two premium ABS
plastic shells, a sturdy CNC machine ano-
dized aluminum frame and custom gaskets.
Its IP68 waterproof rating enables it to with-
stand extreme conditions. A robust aluminum

hook lets you connect it directly to the acces-
sory you need to be tracked.

The AirNotch Pro has two inserts that glow
in the dark. A pair of replaceable CR2032
button batteries power the AirNotch Pro,

which has been tested to last up to 20 months.

A metal ring is included to open the battery
compartment and easily replace the batter-
ies.

The AirCard Pro is designed to fit in your
wallet and appear on Apple’s Find My and
Google networks It’s built with a recharge-
able battery that needs a wireless charge
once every 14 months.

According to the Rolling Square site, it has
an ultrathin 0.09-inch profile — less than two
credit cards.

Each AirCard Pro also has a QR code for a

unique digital identity and an IP66 water-
and dust-resistant rating.

Both the AirCard Pro and the AirNotch Pro
provide left-behind reminders with the Apple
Find My network (and eventually Google’s
network as well). This gives you instant noti-
fications if you leave one of the devices be-
hind.

The white version of both works with Goo-
gle’s Find My Device and the black models
work with Apple’s Find My.

The AirCard Pro and AirNotch Pro are
available for preorder with special pricing on
the Rolling Square site and are expected to
ship in December. The AirNotch Pro and the
AirCard Pro are each $29, and both can be
purchased for $54.

Online: rollingsquare.com

@ SCAN IF FOUND 3

RoLLING SQUARE/TNS

The ultrathin AirCard Pro is
designed to fit in your wallet.
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Nicholas Hoult and director Clint Eastwood behind the scenes during production of “Juror #2,” a courtroom thriller about an impossible conundrum.

‘T've always dreamed of working with you’

Juror#?2’ cast members Hoult, Sutherland and Collette still can’t believe they got to be in a Clint Eastwood film

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press
icholas Hoult was certain someone had made
a mistake.
Clint Eastwood wanted to talk to him about

starring in his new film, a slow-burn legal
thriller about a normal guy faced with an extraordinary
moral dilemma. Surely Eastwood meant someone else,
he thought. But soon enough they were chatting on the
phone about “Juror #2,” now in theaters.

“I was so nervous,” the British actor said. “I remem-
ber saying to him, “I really like the script.” I was so
eager to please.”

For Eastwood’s comeback, Hoult slipped into a pitch-
perfect impersonation of his gravelly voice: “If you like it
so much, I guess I’ll have to read it.”

Suddenly Hoult was laughing. The tension was broken.

“I was like, wow this guy’s cool,” he said. “He’s got a
great sense of humor and we’re going to get along.”

Though there may be a healthy amount of English
self-deprecation in the story, the spirit of it isn’t unique
to Hoult. Eastwood, 94, is the kind of living legend that
has even the most seasoned veterans a little starstruck.
“Juror #2,” his 42nd film behind the camera, is getting
strong reviews for being a smart, original courtroom
thriller about an impossible conundrum.

In the original script by Jonathan Abrams, Hoult’s
character, a recovering alcoholic with his first child
about to be born, gets selected for jury duty on a murder
case. But when the facts start to emerge, so do his me-
mories, and he’s forced to confront the possibility that he
might have been unknowingly responsible.

“After the first read, it had me,” Eastwood wrote in an
email. “It made me think about what would you do if you
were put in this situation? What is right? What is wrong?
Who would you protect? A true moral dilemma. That’s
something I’d want to watch.”

And he started rounding out his cast, led by Hoult,
whom he called a true “movie star,” with supporting
turns from Toni Collette as the ambitious prosecutor,
Chris Messina as the public defender, J.K. Simmons as a
fellow juror as well as Zoey Deutch and Kiefer Suther-
land, who wrote a letter asking if there might be a role
for him.

Sutherland had long imagined he’d cross paths with
Eastwood. A lifelong Western fan, Sutherland’s late fa-
ther Donald Sutherland had even worked with Eastwood
a few times (“Kelly’s Heroes,” “Space Cowboys”). But
when he read about the plans for “Juror #2,” he felt a
new sense of urgency.

“I always thought one day I would arrive at Mr. East-
wood’s doorstep. Then I realized that that time was
maybe kind of going away,” Sutherland said. “I just said,
‘I’'ve always dreamed of working with you and if there is
a part, any part, I would just like to be able to have the
experience of watching you direct.”

He was ultimately cast to play a lawyer and an Alco-
holics Anonymous sponsor to Hoult’s character. The
screen time was relatively small, but the experience was
exactly what he hoped: A master class in the truest
sense.

“I've worked with people that shout and get angry and
they’re very demonstrative,” Sutherland said. “He was
so amazingly quiet and calm and soft-spoken. That’s
someone who has power, when they can be that and get
everything they need.”

On one of his first days, an assistant director was ex-
plaining to Sutherland how to navigate a doorway in a
scene. Eastwood stepped in to stop the tutorial, telling
the AD, “He knows what he’s doing.” Despite his 40-plus
years in the business, Sutherland said he walked a little
taller that day.

“It made my life,” Sutherland said. “I’m very glad I
didn’t work with him when I was 18 years old, because I

would have tied myself in knots.”

Collette similarly said she’s never felt so trusted.

“He’s so confident as a director, but not in a negative
way. He’s just so present and allows it all to unfold,” she
said. “I’ve never worked with anyone who’s so easygoing,
to be honest.”

The film would also be the first time she and Hoult
would share the screen since they played mother and son
in “About a Boy” 23 years ago, when he was only 11.
They’d texted a bit prior, but Collette was not prepared
for the swell of emotion seeing Hoult, now 34, again.
Then came their first scene together, and it wasn’t going
to be an easy one: In fact, it’s the last shot of the film.

But that’s the Eastwood way. His efficiency on set is
the stuff of legend. Sometimes you get two takes, but
three is almost unheard of. Hoult said he and the actors
on the jury even rehearsed in secret to make sure they
would nail the lengthier scenes. No one wanted to be the
squeaky wheel.

“He’s not efficient for the sake of being efficient,”
Sutherland said. “I think Sydney Pollack, for instance,
was really efficient and kind of when he became known
for being efficient, started trying to show off his effi-
ciency. ... I think Mr. Eastwood just kind of looks at a set
and looks at a scene and just finds the straightest way to
shoot it.”

Much has been made about whether “Juror #2” is
going to be Eastwood’s last film. But he’s not saying that,
publicly or privately. In fact, when production went on
hiatus during the actors strike, he didn’t even use that
time as a break.

“I remember when we did come back from the strike,
I was like, ‘What did you do? And he was like, ‘Well, I
was looking for new material,”” Collette said. “It’s no-
body’s position to say this is his last movie.”

Sutherland added: “His parking spot at the Warner
Bros. lot isn’t going anywhere.”
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WOoRLD oF WARCRAFT AND BLizzARD ENTERTAINMENT, NETFLIX/AP

Custom characters from World of Warcraft in a scene from the documentary “The Remarkable Life of Ibelin.” Using his avatar, Ibelin Redmoore, Norwegian gamer Mats Steen, who
played from a wheelchair because he had Duchenne muscular dystrophy (he died in 2014), lived a vibrant life: coming of age and experiencing friendships and love. The
documentary illustrates Steen’s life through the game.

Bridging the gap between virtual, cinematic

‘Ibelin,” ‘Grand Theft Hamlet' filmmakers enter the rich landscapes of video games to shoot their newest movies

By JAKE COYLE
Associated Press

ilm productions often wrestle

with shifts in the weather, the

threat of the crew going into

overtime or the fading of a day’s
light. Less common are concerns over the
cast slipping off the top of a blimp.

But that was one of the quirks of making
“Grand Theft Hamlet,” a documentary
about a pair of British actors, Sam Crane
and Mark Oosterveen, who, while idled by
the pandemic, decided to stage “Hamlet”
within the violent virtual world of Grand
Theft Auto. When Shakespeare wrote of
the “slings and arrows of outrageous for-
tune,” he may not have imagined the
threat of a python loose in a bar or Hamlet
wrestling with whether “to be” on a heli-
pad. Yet Grand Theft Auto might be an
oddly appropriate venue for a play where
nearly everyone dies.

“The first time Sam did a bit of Shake-
speare in that space, he said, ‘I imagine
this is what it was like in Shakespeare’s
time at the Globe when people would
throw apples at you if you were rubbish,””
says Pinny Grylls, who wrote and directed
the film with Crane, her husband. “No
one’s really watching you but they’re occa-
sionally looking around and listening to
the poetry.”

“Grand Theft Hamlet,” which Mubi will
release in theaters in January, opens with
Crane and Oosterveen’s avatars, fleeing

police and careening into an outdoor am-
phitheater. One says aloud, “I wonder if
you could stage something here?”

They aren’t the only ones who have
drifted into virtual spaces and wondered if
it might be a rich landscape for a movie.
In the “The Remarkable Life of Ibelin,”
which debuted Oct. 25 on Netflix, director
Benjamin Ree plunges into World of War-
craft to tell both the life and virtual life
story of Mats Steen, a Norwegian gamer
who died from Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy at age 25.

“Knit’s Island,” streaming on Metro-
graph at Home, takes place almost entire-
ly within the survivalist role-playing game
DayZ. The filmmakers wore “PRESS”
badges across the chests of their avatars
and sought interviews with high-Kkill-count
players. “Don’t shoot!” one yells during
one approach. “I’m a documentarist!”

All three documentaries enter video
game realms with curiosity at what might
be discovered within. For them, the sur-
real life inside these virtual spaces, and
the possibilities there for real human con-
nection, are just as worthy as they would
be anywhere else.

“Filmmakers want to make films about
the world we live in. And more and more
people are living in these virtual gaming
spaces online,” Grylls says. “As filmmak-
ers we’re just putting a mirror to the world
and saying, ‘Look what’s happening
here.”

As the gaming industry has emerged as
the dominant entertainment medium (by
some estimates it dwarfs film, television
and music combined), the lines between
movies and video games have increasingly
blurred. That’s not just in big box-office
films like “The Super Mario Bros. Movie”
but in the smaller films known as machini-
ma (a combination of “machine” and “cin-
ema”) that use gaming engines to make
narratives of their own.

But “The Remarkable Life of Ibelin,”
“Grand Theft Hamlet” and “Knit’s Island”
are first-of-their-kind feature forays in
bridging the gap between virtual and
cinema.

“This is only the beginning,” Grylls
says. “We’re right at the foothills of it. It’s
nice to think we’re part of that evolution of
cinema.”

Reconstructing Mats Steen’s life

When Ree first read about Steen’s story,
he was tremendously moved. When Steen
died in 2014, his parents, Robert and
Trude, had the impression that their son
had missed out on most of life. As his Du-
chenne muscular dystrophy, a rare dis-
ease without a cure, progressed, Steen’s
life was increasingly relegated to playing
video games from a wheelchair in their
basement.

But after Steen’s parents posted news of
their son’s death on his blog, they were
stunned by the response. Messages

poured in, eulogizing Steen, known to most
as the strapping Ibelin Redmoore of World
of Warcraft. Ree rewinds his film to start
over, retelling Steen’s story using thou-
sands of pages of archived texts to ani-
mate Ibelin/Steen’s vibrant life within the
game. In the game, Steen, as Ibelin, expe-
rienced his first kiss.

“I thought: Is it possible to translate that
enormous archive and reconstruct actual
events with real dialogue and real charac-
ters but also invite everyone in?” Ree says.
“He actually came of age inside of a game.
And I was so curious: What was that like?
He experienced friendships, love — all the
things I can recognize in my own life
growing up.”

Ree knew that to make a film about
Steen’s life, he needed to illustrate it
through World of Warcraft. Though he,
himself, wasn’t a player, Ree sought out
gamers who posted fan videos on You-
Tube. Rasmus Tukia, a 28-year-old, self-
taught 3D animator, led two other anima-
tors in rendering the game environment
with the same models used for gameplay
videos.

“They were all YouTubers and this was
their first job,” Ree says. “We’re doing
something totally new here. If this works,
it’s a lot of credit to these YouTubers.”

Ree’s goal wasn’t to exactly mimic the
game — that can come off as clunky or too

SEE VIRTUAL ON PAGE 17
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Living his best

life on screen

New Netflix documentary explores how gaming

provided escape for boy with severe disease

By Abpam GRAHAM
The Detroit News

n “The Remarkable Life of

Ibelin,” gaming is not just

gaming. It’s a portal into a

life lived, and the real-life
human experience inside a vir-
tual world.

This touching, eye-opening
documentary is a look at the life
of Mats Steen, a Norwegian boy
who early on in his life was
diagnosed with Duchenne mus-
cular dystrophy, a severe form
of MD that causes progressive
degeneration of the body’s mus-
cles. As Mats’ mobility became
limited, he turned to gaming,
and increasingly lived his life
inside the popular role-playing
game World of Warcraft.

There, he was no longer in a
wheelchair. He could run and
jump through the game’s wide-
open expanses, and even catch
flight on the wings of a magical
creature. He was not Mats, he
was Ibelin — pronounced “Ee-

blin” — a hulking figure with

long, flowing hair, huge muscles

and kind, inviting eyes. Ibelin
was a famed detective and no-

bleman, and the deeper Mats got

into the game, the more his
virtual persona overtook his
own.

At home, Mats was quiet and
reserved. But Ibelin was a hub
of his virtual community, a
sounding board for a whole
group of people, and he devel-
oped friendships inside the
WOW world that had real-world
implications on the people be-
hind those characters. He had a
heartfelt relationship with one
woman, and helped another
mother and son work out their
real-life differences through the
machinations of the game.

None of his fellow players
knew about the reality of Mats’
condition, and when a group of
them got together for a real-life
meetup, Mats declined the in-
vitation. He died in 2014 at age

Biorc ENGDAHL MEDIEOP/AP

Mats Steen in a scene from the documentary “The Remarkable Life of Ibelin.” The Norwegian gamer lived
his life inside the popular role-playing game World of Warcraft, building a community and making
connections that had real-world implications on the people behind the characters he interacted with.

25, but following his death, his
family followed the digital foot-
print he left behind and learned
about the wealth of people he
touched in the game.

Where they thought he was
withdrawing by spending all his
time playing video games — his
father estimated Mats spent
around 20,000 hours playing
WOW over a 10-year period —
he was building a community,

the way he knew how and the
way he was comfortable.
Director Benjamin Ree (“The
Painter and the Thief”) handles
Mats’ story with empathy and
care, and re-creates Ibelin’s
virtual world so we see the way
he experienced life through
in-character play. It’s a tricky
balance, but Ree pays tribute to
Mats and the lives of those he
touched, and shows the way his

parents were able to see the
breadth of Mats’ life after his
death.

For many, video games are
just an escape. For some, they’re
much more, and “The Remarka-
ble Life of Ibelin” is a window
into a fascinating world and a
surprisingly rich life.

“The Remarkable Life of Ibelin” is rated PG-13 for
brief strong language. Running time: 106 minutes.
Now streaming on Netflix.

Virtual: Without much of a precedent, creators had to learn by doing

FROM PAGE 16

herky-jerky. So for three years, without
permission from the game’s maker, Bliz-
zard Entertainment, they animated
Steen’s/Ibelin’s experiences in World of
Warcraft, but with a slightly more cine-
matic touch. Along the way, they showed
drafts to Steen’s online friends for feed-
back.

“When I showed them the film after
working on it for three-and-a-half years,
the response after the screening was: ‘This
is exactly how we remember Ibelin,”” Ree
says. “Then they said, ‘But you’ve made
one mistake. Ibelin liked women with
more leathery clothes.””

Only after the film — a small, indepen-
dent Norwegian production before Netflix
acquired it — was nearing completion did
Ree reach out to Blizzard. He traveled to
its offices in California to screen it for
executives.

“I was so nervous. I hadn’t slept for
days. We didn’t have a plan B. I had to
take some extra doses of asthma medica-
tion in order to breathe before the meet-
ing,” Ree says. “We showed them the film
and right after we saw they were crying.
The boss turned around and said, ‘This
film is fantastic. You will get the rights.

Shakespeare with a cargo plane
Crane, an experienced stage and screen
actor, had initially started what became
“Grand Theft Hamlet” as more of a lark, a
way to keep busy while theaters were
shuttered during the pandemic. As he

9
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“Grand Theft Hamlet” is a documentary about a pair of British actors who staged
“Hamlet” within the violent virtual world of Grand Theft Auto.

posted videos, though, people responded
enthusiastically, as did the game’s maker,
Rockstar Games.

“They spoke to us about how they de-
signed the game to be used like this, as a
sandbox, as a creative space,” Crane says.

But little about how to make “Grand
Theft Hamlet,” which won best docu-
mentary at SXSW in March, was establish-
ed. For starters, nearly every audition or
rehearsal in the game ended in bloodshed.
Someone with a gun typically turned up
and chaos ensued.

The filmmakers had a few touchstones,
like Joe Hunting’s 2022 documentary “We
Met in Virtual Reality” and the work of
the artist Jacky Connolly, who used Grand
Theft Auto to make the nightmarish, exis-
tential short film “Descent into Hell.” But
little about how to make a movie set en-
tirely within a game world was pre-
scribed.

“We were kind of working out every
aspect of it — putting on a play inside this
world, learning how to capture the images
in this world, then how do we edit all this

footage,” Crane says. “We were learning
as we went.”

That also meant freedom. At one point,
they realized they could essentially per-
form Shakespeare “on a billion-dollar
budget.” Theirs is the first “Hamlet” to
feature the car from “Back to the Future”
or a cargo plane.

Meanwhile, Grylls, an experienced
filmmaker, experimented with how to
position the camera.

“I realized: OK, let’s try to make things
a bit stiller and more cinematic,” she says.
“When I discovered there was a phone
inside the game with a camera on it, I was
able to make close-ups and wide shots and
a cinematic language of sorts.”

Game not over

As “Grand Theft Hamlet” has screened
at various film festivals, Crane and Grylls
find themselves in the surprising position
of being celebrated for a movie they made
mostly in their bedroom on a PlayStation.
Like their virtual-world forays, something
done in physical isolation has found an
ever-growing community.

Ree, who spoke from a festival stop in
San Francisco, has been traveling with
“Ibelin” with Streen’s parents. A life that
had once seemed quiet and lonely has
reached around the world.

“They’ve watched the film every
screening,” he says. “In a way for them,
the film is a part of their healing but also
their grieving process. They’ve seen it
now over 150 times.”
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Running
in place

Stationary perspective,

de-aging effects make
‘Here’ difficult to watch

By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press

obert Zemeckis’ latest movie is

insanely ambitious, starting

with the dinosaurs and ending

in the present day with the
Roomba. But it’s fixed on just one spot.

“Here” reunites Zemeckis, screenwriter

Eric Roth and actors Tom Hanks and
Robin Wright, who collaborated on “For-
rest Gump.” This time, they’re not telling
the larger-than-life story of a man moving
through time — they’re telling the centu-
ries-old story of a living room and all the

SoNy PicTures/AP

Tom Hanks, right, and Robin Wright star in “Here,” a film that takes viewers from the era of dinosaurs to 2022.

different people who lived there.

In this living room, we see a wedding, a
death, a birth, a marriage tested, a funeral,
lots of vacuuming, many birthdays, Christ-
mases and Thanksgivings, some sex,
adults getting drunk and Jazzercise.

Zemeckis puts the camera at a fixed
angle for the movie’s entire 105-minute
duration without moving. It’s not so
strange after a while — so bursting with
life is each shot and vignette — but there’s
a gnawing feeling that we’re in some sort
of film experiment, like testing an au-
dience on how long it will watch old secur-
ity camera footage.

The camera may not move but the eras
do, melting back and forth in time from
prehistory, to the 1700s, to the 1940s, back

to hunter-gatherer times and then the ’60s
and ’70s, before hitting the early 1900s. It
begins and ends in 2022.

Hanks and Wright form the movie’s
spine, as Richard and Margaret. Over
dozens of little scenes, we watch him as a
boy grow up in the house and fall in love
with Margaret, marry, move her in, have a
baby and inherit it all. Whether they sur-
vive as a couple isn’t guaranteed.

Zemeckis is a filmmaker known for
incorporating the latest in technology and
this time it’s de-aging as a visual effect,
basically turning 68-year-old Hanks into
what he looked like while filming
“Splash.” It’s a lot of work, clumsy often,
and Zemeckis has gotten lost in the un-
canny valley, trying to tell a very human

story about what unites us but by altering
the actors so much that the human con-
nection is lost.

Other roles include Richard’s parents —
played brilliantly by Paul Bettany and
Kelly Reilly — and some unconnected
people: a fun-loving couple living in the
home from 1925 to 1944, and a less fun
couple in the early 1900s. There’s an In-
digenous couple in the 1600s who frolic in
the space the living room will take over in
300 years and another family who rides
out 2020 in the house amid the pandemic.

We watch the living room as a TV is
added — the Beatles’ performance on
“The Ed Sullivan Show” leads to “CHiPs”
— and the vehicles outside go from horse
to Model Ts to sedans.

“Here” — based on the graphic novel by
Richard McGuire — is best when events
at different times are linked — like when a
roof starts leaking in one era only to dis-
solve into a pregnant woman’s water
breaking in another. Or when there’s men-
tion of influenza in 1918 and we later see
the effects of the coronavirus pandemic.

“Here” fails to connect all these centu-
ries, other than to celebrate humanity in
all its messiness, triumph and sadness.
Most of the characters seem happiest
away from this living room. Maybe the
strongest theme is uttered by one charac-
ter lamenting: “Time just went.”

“Here” is rated PG-13 for thematic material, some suggestive
material, brief strong language and smoking. Running time: 105
minutes. Now playing at select on-base theaters.

‘Juror #2°: Another muddy moral tale from Clint Eastwood

By Ty Burr
The Washington Post

Remember when Clint Eastwood made what everyone
assumed was his autumnal masterpiece, 1992’s “Un-
forgiven”? He was 62, and he was actually just getting
started. Then, in 2008, he made what everyone assumed
was REALLY his farewell to filmmaking, “Gran Torino.”
He was 78, and he kept on going. Now, 11 films after that,
comes Eastwood’s latest as a director, “Juror #2.” He’s
94. Want to bet he has a few more in him?

It’s not a great movie, but it’s pretty good, and it’s in-
teresting in the way a lot of late-period Eastwood is, with
odd thematic subcurrents banging up against functional
and at times bland filmmaking. Like his generational
colleague Francis Ford Coppola, but in a very different
way, he seems to have thrown the rule book away — at his
age, why not? — to tell the stories he wants the way he
wants. For the past decade and a half, most of those sto-
ries have obsessed over heroism and its discontents.

“American Sniper,” “Sully,” “The 15:17 to Paris” and
“Richard Jewell” all ponder the costs of being perceived
as an American hero — what it does to a man’s reputa-
tion, sanity and soul. And “Juror #2,” a fictional movie
and a lesser one, muddies the water still further, because
its hero is both a family man and a murderer. (Spoilers,
by necessity, ensue.)

Imagine a version of “12 Angry Men” where the juror
played by Henry Fonda turns out to be the guy who did it.
That’s the opening gambit of Jonathan Abrams’ script, in

Warner Bros. Pictures
Nicholas Hoult, center left, stars in “Juror #2.”

which Justin Kemp (Nicholas Hoult) is an average Joe
who gets called to serve on a jury to deliberate whether a
young roughneck (Gabriel Basso) killed his girlfriend
(Francesca Eastwood, the director’s daughter) on a rainy
nighttime road outside a roadhouse bar. Twist No. 1: As
he hears the facts of the case, Justin realizes that he, too,
was driving on that road that same dark and stormy night,
and the deer he thought he hit may not have been a deer.
“Juror #2” prompts us to sympathize with Justin’s
plight only to yank our feelings and assumptions around.
Hoult is good at playing handsome, decent young men
with spines that turn out to be made of Jell-O, and the
more we learn about Justin, the more unsure we are

whether we’re meant to root for him. He has a doting wife
(Zoey Deutch) at home in her third trimester of a high-
risk pregnancy and an understanding Alcoholics Anony-
mous sponsor (Kiefer Sutherland) who’s conveniently an
attorney and who warns Justin that the only way to ease
his conscience without facing life in prison is to get his
fellow jurors to find the accused not guilty.

Thus the movie mostly takes place in two arenas, the
courtroom and the jury room. In the former, a fire-
breathing prosecutor (Toni Collette) sees convicting the
roughneck as her fastest ticket to getting elected district
attorney, while the defense attorney (Chris Messina)
pleads the innocence of a client who, for once, he believes
didn’t do it. Eastwood uses flashbacks to the night in
question to portray the couple as a pair of trashy sleaze-
balls, while Justin and his wife are never less than mid-
dle-class attractive, but then “Juror #2” starts mixing its
signals, class and otherwise.

In the jury room, Justin takes on the classic Fonda role
of trying to convince the others to vote not guilty, adding
the moral murkiness of trying to salve his own guilt.

Eastwood wasn’t much of a cinematic stylist to begin
with, and this film in particular has the dull, proficient
sheen of a TV movie. Still, “Juror #2” contains the wis-
dom of an artist turning from contemplating how society
fails the people we choose to call heroes to wondering
about the ways in which a man might simply fail himself.

“Juror #2” is rated PG-13 for some violent images and strong language. Running time:
113 minutes. Now playing at select on-base theaters.
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Two different looks
at northern Tuscany

’m in Volterra, my favorite hill town

in Tuscany, sitting under rustic,

noble stones at the base of a palace

that made commoners feel small six
centuries ago. These stones have soul. The
countless peasant backs they bent so many
centuries ago gave to future generations
the architectural equivalent of fine wines
— something to be savored and pondered
in solitary moments like this one.

Volterra and San Gimignano are two
stony villages dotting the hills of northern
Tuscany. Within a couple of hours of Tus-
can mainstays Florence and Siena, these
towns provide an emblematic but con-
trasting look at this famed region.

More than 2,000 years ago, Volterra was
a key trading center and one of the most
important Etruscan cities. (Tuscany is
named after the Etruscan people, who
lived here centuries before it was con-
quered by ancient Rome.) The city was
protected by a 4-mile-long wall — twice
the size of the wall that encircles it today.
You can still see its mighty Etruscan gate,
built of massive stones of volcanic tuff.

Its Etruscan Museum is filled with pre-
cious artifacts from centuries before
Christ. You'll see etched mirrors, intri-
cately decorated pot handles and exqui-
sitely crafted jewelry. The museum’s
extensive collection of urns — with sub-

jects lounging as if munching grapes with
the gods at some heavenly banquet —is a
reminder that the Etruscans believed the
afterlife could be fun.

Volterra’s 800-year-old city hall claims
to be the oldest in Tuscany, and clearly
inspired the more famous
Palazzo Vecchio in Flo-

. rence. Civic palaces like

| these were emblems of an
era when city-states were
powerful. Their towers
were architectural excla-
mation points declaring that
townspeople, rather than
popes and emperors, were
calling the shots.

Unlike other famous Tuscan towns,
Volterra feels real and vibrant. On the
opposite end of the spectrum is the tour-
isty town of San Gimignano.

About midway between Siena and Flo-
rence, San Gimignano was a natural stop
for pilgrims en route to Rome. Today,
tourists replace pilgrims, and it can be
really crowded. Locals seem fixated on
tourist dollars, and much of the town’s
architecture is actually faux medieval —
reconstructed in the 19th-century Roman-
tic Age with a flair for the fanciful. But
San Gimignano is so photogenic and easy
to visit, it remains a good stop.

Rick
Steves

-l gy 0

Abbie MANNAN/Rick Steves’ Europe

The vibrant, artsy town of Volterra, Italy, was once an important trading center.

The town’s claim to fame is its series of
towers. In medieval times, rich people
fortified their homes by building towers,
which provided a handy refuge when
ruffians and rival city-states would sack
the town. Pointy skylines like San Gimig-
nano’s used to be the norm in Tuscany.

Visitors enter the town through the
main gate, Porta San Giovanni. The traf-
fic-free cobbled main drag leads to Piazza
della Cisterna, named for the cistern that
supplied the old well in the middle of the
square. Rustic-yet-proud facades crowd in
a tight huddle around the well. This has
been the center of town for a thousand
years and it’s still the place to hang out.

Farther along, on the main square, are
twin 13th-century towers — among the

first in town. The Civic Museum is worth a
visit for its festive frescoes, classy painting
collection and 200-foot tower, which re-
wards climbers with commanding views
and its delightful stony loggia.

Of the town’s original 72 towers, only 14
survive. When San Gimignano fell under
the realm of regional bully Florence, most
of the towers were torn down, and the
town lost its status as a vital trade route
stop. It never recovered, and poverty left it
stuck in a 14th-century time warp. That
explains San Gimignano’s charm, popular-
ity and prosperity today.

This article is used with the permission of Rick Steves’ Europe
(www.ricksteves.com). Rick Steves writes European guide-
books, hosts travel shows on public TV and radio and organizes
European tours.

Have a November

Halloween is over, Christmas is still far away and here
in Europe, there’s no Thanksgiving holiday to brighten
the otherwise drab month of November. Despite its
dearth of unmissable events, this time of year deserves a
tourist’s attention because of its thinner crowds, discount-
ed prices and an overall less frenetic pace. Here are just a
few ways to make the month a memorable one:

Taste the wine: By November, the grapes for this year’s
vintage have been harvested, pressed and left to ferment,
leaving many winemakers with enough time to either host
their own wine-tasting events or travel to
venues where producers meet consumers.
From intimate affairs in ancient cellars to
large-scale events in exhibition halls, tast-
ings allow would-be consumers to discover
for themselves the wines that most appeal
to their own particular tastes.

Switzerland hosts two wine affairs of
note in November. The Weinfestival Basel,
running through Nov. 3, features 120 ex-
hibitors showcasing some 3,000 wines from
around the world. The Expovina, currently being held in
Zurich through Nov. 14, is notable for the fact that it takes
place on board ships docked in the city’s lake. In Italy’s
South Tyrol region, the Merano Weinfestival, Nov. 9-12,
offers visitors wine samples and culinary specialties in
the refined surroundings of the Kurhaus. Tasting events
in Germany are smaller but no less atmospheric. For
instance, visitors may sample wines of the Pfalz Nov.
16-17 in the cellar of Weingut Wolf in Bad Diirkheim-
Ungstein. All of these events charge entry fees.

Last shot at an autumn fun fair: Imagine a volksfest,
Middle Ages festival, massive beer hall, farmers and
goods market and an agricultural fair rolled into one and
you’ll have a good notion of the Hochheimer Markt. This
massive, free-entry affair takes place just east of Wies-
baden, Germany, Nov. 8-12. Online: tinyurl.com/tpmx2f9t

Karen
Bradbury

to remember Wit these travel ideas

iStock

Upcoming wine-tasting events in Switzerland, Italy and
Germany allow connoisseurs to hobnob with producers.

Kick off Carnival season: While Carnival celebrations
peak in February and March, tradition holds that the start
of the Carnival season actually occurs at 11:11 a.m. on the
eleventh day of the eleventh month. Carnival stronghold
cities including Mainz and Cologne in Germany and
Maastricht in the Netherlands celebrate the day with
street parties attracting thousands of costumed revelers.

Feast like a local: While time with family and friends
cannot be replicated, those abroad at least can give
thanks while eating local specialties. Mid-November in
Germany, Austria or the Czech Republic means St. Mar-
tin’s day menus; many restaurants will offer a multi-
course, set meal typically consisting of goose, dumplings
and red cabbage. Toward the end of the month, restau-
rants throughout Denmark will begin offering Julefro-
kost, a Christmas lunch, often served buffet-style, consist-
ing of pickled herring and other cold seafood, liver paté,
crispy duck, carmelized potatoes and rice pudding.

Sweet treats abound in Italy in November. In Cremona,
the Festa del Torrone celebrates its delectable vanilla
nougat Nov. 9-17. Online: festadeltorrone.com

In Perugia, the cocoa-fueled frenzy otherwise known as
Eurochocolate brings melt-in-your-mouth goodness to its
visitors Nov. 15-24. Online: eurochocolate.com

Visit Europe’s great cities in their quiet months: Short-
term rental apartments that displace natives, shops cater-
ing only to tourist needs, inflated prices and water shor-
tages are a few of the reasons why local residents of some
of Europe’s great cities are tired of tourists. Yet places
such as Venice, Amsterdam, Dubrovnik and Barcelona
are so uniquely beautiful, it’s hard to resist their magnetic
pull. Is there a way to be a responsible traveler in places
plagued by overtourism? Traveling in the offseason; stay-
ing in hotels, hostels or guesthouses instead of Airbnbs;
patronizing locally owned shops and restaurants; using
public transportation; and avoiding fragile environments
are all ways to mitigate negative impact. Hiring a local
guide is a great way to not just see the town but hear a
local’s point of view on the topic of overtourism.

Learn to cook: Take advantage of this period of low
visitor numbers from abroad by booking a cooking class,
all the better when the item one learns to prepare is sym-
bolic of the city’s cuisine. In Naples, the art of pizza mak-
ing is introduced in a course titled “Pizzamaker for a
Day.” The four-hour course offered by The Association of
True Neapolitan Pizza Makers costs 94 euros. Online:
tinyurl.com/2heS3eud

Seville, Spain, is synonomous with paella, and this rice
dish is at the center of a 3'2-hour cooking class offered by
Taller Andaluz de Cocina. A small group first tours the
local market to get familiar with the ingredients needed
to prepare the day’s meal: a soup, tapa, paella and light
dessert. Sangria served during the course is sure to make
light work of the preparations. The cost of the course is 70
euros. Online: tinyurl.com/44wyrvs9
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Inside th

London exhibition showcases
drawings and film costumes,
props, puppets, set designs

By JiLL LAWLESS
Associated Press

he imagination of Tim Burton

has produced ghosts and ghouls,

Martians, monsters and misfits

— all on display at an exhibition
that opened in London just in time for
Halloween.

But you know what really scares him?
Artificial intelligence.

Burton said Oct. 23 that seeing a website
that had used AlI to blend his drawings
with Disney characters “really disturbed
me.”

“It wasn’t an intellectual thought — it
was just an internal, visceral feeling,”
Burton told reporters during a preview of
“The World of Tim Burton” exhibition at
London’s Design Museum. “I looked at
those things and I thought, ‘Some of these
are pretty good.’ ... (But) it gave me a
weird sort of scary feeling inside.”

Burton said he thinks Al is unstoppable,
because “once you can do it, people will do
it.” But he scoffed when asked if he’d use
the technology in this work.

“To take over the world?” he laughed.

The exhibition reveals Burton to be an
analog artist, who started off as a child in
the 1960s experimenting with paints and
colored pencils in his suburban Califor-
nian home.

“I wasn’t, early on, a very verbal per-
son,” Burton said. “Drawing was a way of
expressing myself.”

Decades later, after films including
“Edward Scissorhands,” “Batman,” “The
Nightmare Before Christmas” and “Bee-
tlejuice,” his ideas still begin with draw-
ing. The exhibition includes 600 items
from movie studio collections and Bur-
ton’s personal archive, and traces those
ideas as they advance from sketches
through collaboration with set, production
and costume designers on the way to the
big screen.

London is the exhibition’s final stop on a
decadelong tour of 14 cities in 11 countries.
It has been reconfigured and expanded
with 90 new objects for its run in the Brit-
ish capital, where Burton has lived for a
quarter century.

The show includes early drawings and
oddities, including a competition-winning
“crush litter” sign a teenage Burton de-
signed for Burbank, Calif., garbage trucks.
There’s also a re-creation of Burton’s
studio, down to the trays of paints and
“Curse of Frankenstein” mug full of pen-
cils.

Alongside hundreds of drawings, there
are props, puppets, set designs and iconic
costumes, including Johnny Depp’s “Ed-
ward Scissorhands” talons and the black
latex Catwoman costume worn by Mi-
chelle Pfeiffer in “Batman Returns.”

“We had very generous access to Tim’s
archive in London, stuffed full of thou-
sands of drawings, storyboards from stop-
motion films, sketches, character notes,
poems,” said exhibition curator Maria

e mind of Tim Burton

PHotos By ALBERTO PEZZAL/AP

A reproduction of Tim Burton’s studio, down to the trays of paints and “Curse of Frankenstein” mug full of pencils, is on display Oct.
21 as part of “The World of Tim Burton” exhibition at the Design Museum in London. The major exhibition sees Burton’s personal
archives on display for the first time, featuring 600 items from his nearly 50-year-long career.

“He really celebrates
the misunderstood
outcast, the benevolent
monster. So it’s been
quite a weird but fun
experience spending so
much time in his brain
and his creative
process.”

exhibition curator Maria McLintock
speaking about Tim Burton, whom she
described as a “deeply emotional filmmaker”

McLintock. “And how to synthesize such a
wide-ranging and meandering career
within one exhibition was a fun challenge
— but definitely a challenge.”

Seeing it has not been a wholly fun ex-
perience for Burton, who said he’s unable
to look too closely at the items on display.

“It’s like seeing your dirty laundry put
on the walls,” he said.

“It’s quite amazing. It’s a bit over-
whelming.”

Burton, whose long-awaited horror-
comedy sequel “Beetlejuice Beetlejuice”
opened at the Venice Film Festival in
August, is currently filming the second
series of Netflix’s Addams Family-themed
series “Wednesday.”

A staff member poses Oct. 21 at “The World of Tim Burton” exhibition in London,

behind Jack Skellington from Burton’s “The Nightmare Before Christmas.”

These days he is a major Hollywood
director whose American gothic style has
spawned an adjective — “Burtonesque.”
But he still feels like an outsider.

“Once you feel that way, it never leaves
you,” he said.

“Each film I did was a struggle,” he
added, noting that early films like “Pee-
wee’s Big Adventure” from 1985 and
“Beetlejuice” in 1988 received some nega-
tive reviews. “It seems like it was a pleas-
ant, fine, easy journey, but each one leaves
its emotional scars.”

McLintock said Burton “is a deeply

emotional filmmaker.”

“I think that’s what drew me to his films
as a child,” she said. “He really celebrates
the misunderstood outcast, the benevolent
monster. So it’s been quite a weird but fun
experience spending so much time in his
brain and his creative process.”

“His films are often called dark,” she
added. “I don’t agree with that. And if they
are dark, there’s a very much a kind of
hope in the darkness. You always want to
hang out in the darkness in his films.”

“The World of Tim Burton” runs until
April 21, 2025.
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‘Chaotic
and scary

Repairs to Appalachian Trail
expected to be expensive,
require substantial expertise

By ALLISON SALERNO
Special to The Washington Post
n a mountaintop mantled in
moss and nearly century-old
red spruce, the Appalachian
Trail now simply disappears.

For lengthy stretches, it lies under tan-
gles of trees that brutal winds from Hurri-
cane Helene toppled last month. In one
spot, a waist-high root ball blocks part of
the path. Getting past it means climbing
up and stepping along the spongy surface
of still another root ball.

“You don’t have to be an ecologist or a
thru-hiker to know this area is special. To
see this much destruction is chaotic and
scary,” said Emily Powell, a coordinator
for the Appalachian Trail Conservancy.

Such ruin in this once-magnificent cloak
of red spruce, already an imperiled eco-
system at the top of 5,180-foot Unaka
Mountain, is a small part of the havoc that
Helene wrought along hundreds of miles
of the beloved trail through North Car-
olina, Tennessee and parts of southwest
Virginia.

Nothing in the A.T.’s history compares
with the scope and complexity of the dam-
age. The conservancy initially shut down
more than 800 miles from Georgia to the
southern border of Shenandoah National
Park in Virginia. That was more than a
third of the world’s longest hiking trail,
suddenly littered with craters from those
uplifted root balls, with switchbacks
erased by mudslides.

The closures, guided by U.S. Forest
Service safety concerns, came at a cost.

“People need these places for their
mental health,” said Anne Sentz, a region-
al manager with the conservancy in south-
ern Appalachia. “It breaks my heart
knowing that people can’t do that safely
right now when it’s so desperately needed
in these times.”

Both Sentz and Powell were on the
mountain in mid-October to help assess
conditions on behalf of the Forest Service.
In a full day, they covered 32 miles, log-
ging observations and photos with GPS
coordinates into a special app while navi-
gating terrain covered by as much as S
inches of snow. They eventually had to
turn around because they reached a spot
where fallen trees stacked on top of one
another made the trail impassable.

Officially, that section and the rest of the
trail in Tennessee’s Cherokee National
Forest have been reopened. Areas through
Pisgah National Forest in North Carolina
remain closed and are marked on a con-
servancy map with a bright red box.

“Just because an area is open does not
mean it is safe,” the group’s website cau-
tions, noting a “high risk of landslides” as
well as washed-out bridges and swollen
creeks.

Because the wreckage is so scattered,
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From left, Anne Sentz, Emily Powell and Franklin Tate, with the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, check out a portion of the famed trail
in the wake of Hurricane Helene’s destruction.

assessors will have to hike every foot of
the trail. That task alone could take
months.

The repairs are expected to be extraor-
dinarily expensive, with the conservancy
already trying to raise private money to
supplement public funds. The effort also
will require substantial expertise.

The Carolina Mountain Club and the
Tennessee Eastman Hiking & Canoeing
Club, whose volunteers maintain the Ap-
palachian Trail in the national forests
north of the Smokies, have started some of

Park, Forest Service crews and volunteers
have found a shredded canopy that is
allowing birds to drop seeds and berries
from invasive species onto the forest floor.

“It’s going to take forever for some of
the areas to reforest,” said Franklin Tate,
an associate regional director at the con-
servancy, which will mark its centennial
in 202S.

Thru-hikers will need to be flexible and
patient next year. The trail is “going to
contain numerous detours that will cause
the hikers to exercise more patience than

“People need these places for their mental
health. It breaks my heart knowing that

people can’t do that safely right now when
it's so desperately needed in these times.”

Anne Sentz

a regional manager with the Appalachian Trail Conservancy

the easier work. Yet cutting through the
tens of thousands of trees that lie across
the trail in isolated spots will take expert
sawyers, Sentz said.

“The wind came through and just
knocked the trees down like toothpicks,”
she said on a return visit last week.
“There’s pockets of that across 400 miles.”

Despite the devastation, officials hope
the annual thru-hiking season — in which
folks start at Springer Mountain in
Georgia with the goal of traversing the
2,198 miles to Mount Katahdin in Maine —
will be possible in 202S. Northbound back-
packers generally begin in March or April.

The trail is nicknamed “the Green Tun-
nel” because of the dense tree canopy and
archways of rhododendron in several
states. North of Great Smokies National

usual and possibly spend a little more time
on human-made surfaces,” Tate said.

And the small towns that backpackers
rely on for resupplies and hostel visits will
continue to face their own challenges. Hot
Springs, N.C. and Erwin, Tenn., to name
two, are recovering from damaged water-
delivery and communications systems,
plus the loss of bridges, roads, significant
portions of their commercial districts —
and lives.

Chris Donochod is looking ahead with
his Big Pillow Brewing, which flooded
when the waters rose in Hot Springs. He
hopes to reopen in December and have his
taproom in full swing by spring, when he
typically sees the most thru-hikers paus-
ing for a meal while they resupply food or
switch out gear. They represent an impor-

tant part of his businesses.

Hot Springs “will be somewhat ready
for hikers,” Donochod said Thursday. He
added a caveat, though: “I’m really not
sure what the town will look like at that
point.”

It all will make for a far different expe-
rience, one that may affect people in last-
ing ways.

Nick Obradovich, a chief scientist at the
Laureate Institute for Brain Research in
Tulsa, investigates the link between cli-
mate change and mental health. Visual
evidence of a violent storm can strip away
the beauty and solace many find in wilder-
ness, he said.

“If you like the Appalachian Trail the
way that it was, and it gets devastated,
you’re going to be reminded of the disas-
ter,” he said. “And that’s an impact of the
disaster that can last for a decade-plus.”

Kristin Brewer, 31, of Little Rock, in-
tends to start off from Springer Mountain
in late March. She understands the need
for flexibility, to skip damaged sections on
her trek north and maybe return when
they are ready. Brewer maintained trails
in Utah as an AmeriCorps volunteer in
2015.

“I am keenly aware of all the work it
takes to get trails back,” she said.

Among the 3 million people who hike
the A.T. every year is retired Army colo-
nel Bill Mulvey, 78. He discovered it in
1968 while training to be an Army Ranger
in the north Georgia mountains. For a
decade, he has spent a few weeks each
spring on the trail.

It feels like an old friend to Mulvey, who
splits time between Griffin, Ga., and Bo-
naire, an island off the Venezuelan coast.

“I look forward to seeing this person
every year,” he said in the wake of the
hurricane. “If for some reason it was de-
nied to me. I don’t know what I’d do. I’d be
lost.”
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Bringing hlstory to Ilfe at Ronneburg

Castle, museum offers array
of Middle Ages, Renaissance
courses and demonstrations

By BRADLEY LATHAM

Stars and Stripes

any of Germany’s signature

castles, from Schwerin in the

north to Neuschwanstein in

Bavaria, are bucket-list
items for hosts of visitors and residents
from abroad.

The stony ramparts in Ronneburg,
about an hour northeast of Wiesbaden,
may not rise to that exacting standard, but
this lesser-known combination of castle
and museum does an admirable job of
bringing history to life with an array of
demonstrations and activities.

The medieval market on the castle
grounds in mid-October originally sparked
my family’s interest in Ronneburg. But the
museum was closed during the festival, so
I returned by myself for a walk through
the castle.

I took the self-guided tour, exploring
assorted rooms filled with furniture and
other everyday items from the 16th to
19th centuries. Guided tours are also avail-
able in English with advance coordination.

In addition, the museum offers in-depth
courses and seminars, allowing partici-
pants to reenact life in the Middle Ages
and Renaissance through crafting, com-
bat, archery, bow-making and even cook-
ing in the castle’s kitchen and bakehouse.

The classes range from two hours in
length to about half a day, so they are
doable on a day trip. Although separate
from the tour, they include entrance to the
museum.

And while the instruction is primarily in
German, museum staffers can facilitate
English speakers for some course offer-
ings if requested in advance.

Some of the oldest structures still stand-
ing are the tower keep and the well, which
is about 300 feet deep and estimated to be
more than 750 years old. Guests can pour
a bucket of water down the well to hear
the echo far below.

A climb of about 130 spiraling stone
steps and steep wooden stairs took me up
to the top of the tower with a 360-degree
view of the castle grounds and surround-
ing towns.

The lookout platforms and stairs did feel
a bit cramped at times, with about 20
other visitors coming and going. Return-
ing to the courtyard, I came upon a falcon-
ry demonstration, which ended up being
the highlight of my visit.

After a brief presentation on the birds of
prey and other wildlife in the area, young
visitors had the opportunity to don a large
falconer’s glove and have the bird land on
their arm.

Various other demonstrations take place
on a rotational basis, including hand-to-
hand combat, archery and leather work-
ing.

Ronneburg’s castle is one of only a few
in Germany that has maintained its struc-
ture and design from the 1500s on, accord-
ing to the museum’s website and informa-
tion displayed in the museum. It dates
back to the 1200s, but historians suspect

On the QT
Address: Auf der Burg 1, Ronneburg, Germany

Hours: Tuesday-Sunday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; closed

for winter break Nov. 25-Feb. 28
Prices: Adults, 7.50 euros; kids 5 and up, 6

euros; family ticket (two adults and two kids), 24

euros

Information: Phone: +49 6048950905, email:

museum@Dburg-ronneburg.de, online: burg-
ronneburg.de

Bradley Latham

Viking and Germanic tribe reenactors from the Drengr Gard participate in a combat
training demonstration Oct. 20 on the grounds of the Ronneburg castle in Germany.

that an older stronghold may have existed
there many years before.

There is also a restaurant, café and beer
garden on site offering visitors the oppor-
tunity to feast within the outer walls of the
castle grounds.

With the museum’s impending winter
break from the end of November to the
beginning of March, interested visitors

have only a couple of more weeks to plan a
visit or participate in a course.

However, the castle will remain a draw
for visitors for part of the winter break, as
it will host a Middle Ages Christmas mar-
ket during the first three weekends of
December.

latham.bradley@stripes.com
@BradLat24

PHOTOS BY BRADLEY LATHAM/Stars and Stripes
A falcon lands on a girl’s arm during an interactive demonstration Oct. 20, at the castle

in Ronneburg, Germany. The castle offers various demonstrations and classes to help
guests experience some aspects of life in the Middle Ages and early Renaissance.

About an hour drive from W'esbaden,
Ronneburg is one of only a few castles in
Germany that has retained its original
16th-century design.

A father and son pour a bucket of water
down the well of the castle in Ronneburg.
The well is estimated to be at least 750
years old and is more than 300 feet deep.
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Sweet,

savory

& salty treats

Leo’s Coffee Bar in Regensburg offers variety

of bakery items to cater

By Lypia GorDON
Stars and Stripes

ermany’s café culture

is a blend of tradition-

al tastes and practices

from neighboring
countries better known for their
coffee histories.

The essence of it, though, lies
in savoring the coffee with
friends coupled with delicious
pastries, sweet treats or sand-
wiches. This wasn’t lost on Re-
gensburg resident Hamma Kawa
when he opened Leo’s Coffee Bar
in January, naming the place
after his son.

Hidden among the beautiful
cobblestone streets of the city
center, Leo’s makes its presence
known with the alluring aroma of
its products.

Approaching the establishment
with two friends, I was greeted
by an assortment that left me
excited. The bakery-style win-
dow teased what was inside:
shelves lined with goodies that
could easily give Crumbl or In-
somnia Cookies a run for its
money.

Kawa, who was the only one
working that day, welcomed us
and eagerly showed us around.
The options included gluten-free,
lactose-free and vegan alterna-
tives to many favorite sweets.

I couldn’t resist trying a little
bit of everything: a cookies and
cream cookie, a slice of carrot
cake, a cinnamon roll cookie and
an apple pie cookie. To top it off,
Kawa threw in the new chocolate
lava cake with strawberries for
me to try, on the house.

All were satisfying and I hon-
estly couldn’t pick a favorite. All
I can say is I'm grateful to have
had others with me so I didn’t
have to resist the temptation to
keep all the treats for myself.

One of its bestsellers — and
Kawa’s favorite — is a plate-
toppling pistachio cookie. It’s
popular and tends to sell out
quickly.

The release of new treats and
drinks is often featured on the
café’s Instagram page.

To accompany the sweets, I
opted for a rich espresso, while
my companions enjoyed a
smooth flat white and a refresh-
ing strawberry shake.

I sampled the strawberry
shake and was pleasantly sur-
prised at its refreshing lightness,
which defied my expectations of
a thick, smoothie-like texture.

to international tastes

LED'S

CRFFEE DR

Leo’s Coffee Bar, in the city
center of Regensburg, Germany,
is a small space but offers plenty
of heft in its baked goods.

1

Leo’s Coffee Bar

Address: Untere Bachgasse 11, Re-
gensburg, Germany

Hours: Tuesday through Saturday, 9
a.m.-midnight; Sunday and Monday,
9a.m.-8 p.m.

Cost: Hot coffee and tea, 2-5 euros;
iced coffee, 5-7 euros; bakery items,
3-6 euros

Information: Instagram, @leos.cof-
fee.bar; leoscoffeebarregensburg.de

AFTER
HOURS

GERMANY

Lydia Gordon

The espresso and flat white
that my friend and I drank were
strong and smooth and accompa-
nied the sweets well.

The three of us enjoyed a love-
ly conversation in the outdoor
seating area on a mild fall after-
noon.

Though space inside is mini-
mal, it’s vibrant and cozy, with
bar seating against a beautifully
decorated, Instagram-friendly
wall.

“Since there’s a lot of tourists
in the city, I wanted to cater to an
international taste, not just Ger-
man,” Kawa said. “There’s fla-
vors here from around the
world.”

Leo’s also offers a variety of
savory and salty pastries for
those who prefer a less sugary
indulgence, and the menu is
refreshed often, including with
the addition of seasonal treats.

One such item is a sugar coo-
kie that Kawa said will debut in
late November, just in time for
the upcoming holidays.

gordon.lydia@stripes.com
@lydia_stripes

PHotos By Lypia GorpoN/Stars and Stripes

The bakery items at Leo’s Coffee Bar include huge cookies and several classic cakes. The Regensburg
café ensures there is something for nearly everyone with gluten-free, lactose-free and vegan options.
During her visit, the reporter sampled a cookies and cream cookie, a slice of carrot cake, a cinnamon roll
cookie, an apple pie cookie and a chocolate lava cake with strawberries.

- Juaj

Leo’s Coffee Bar also offers
vegan cinnamon rolls, top, and
vegan apple cinnamon rolls,
above. Bakery items range
from 3-6 euros.

Hamma Kawa, the owner of Leo’s Coffee Bar in Regensburg, shakes
powdered sugar on a mini chocolate lava cake Oct. 20. He opened the
café earlier this year, bringing an eclectic take on coffeehouse culture
to Bavaria. It offers flavors from around the world.



Pace 24

SRR HIRE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES ° Friday, November 1, 2024

WEEKEND: TRAVEL

Chills & thrills

New Zealand’s International Antarctic Centre
re-creates experiences on harshest continent

By KELLY AGEE
Stars and Stripes

isitors to New Zealand

can experience a sim-

ulated trip to frigid

Antarctica just outside
the international airport at
Christchurch, a busy tourist hub
and one of five gateways to the
southernmost continent.

The International Antarctic
Centre in the Harewood suburb
of Christchurch opened in 1992.
It features several Antarctic
experiences, including a polar-
storm room chilled to 46.4 de-
grees Fahrenheit with a tent and
a snowmobile.

Inside the room, visitors must
don a coat and shoe covers pro-
vided by the center. Braver
guests may enter the room dur-
ing a simulated Antarctic storm,
during which the room is dar-
kened and chilled further by a
machine to as low as minus 2
degrees.

The center also has an all-
terrain amphibious vehicle that
visitors may ride to experience a
trip across the Antarctic ice, up
and down hills, above crevasses
and through water. It was a
unique experience and a smooth-
er ride than I expected.

Displays throughout the center
explain the human impact on
Antarctica and its wildlife and
ecosystems, and how the conti-
nent affects the rest of the planet.

I learned that in 19SS the Navy
established the U.S. Naval Sup-
port Force, Antarctica, as part of
its Atlantic Fleet, the beginning
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The faclllty sits just outside the mtematlonal airport at Chnstchurch a
tourist hub and one of five gateways to the southernmost continent.
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of what is known today as Oper-
ation Deep Freeze. Today, the
program is overseen by the U.S.
Antarctic Program and National
Science Foundation.

The Air National Guard 109th
Airlift Wing from Scotia, N.Y.,
flies military support missions
every year from late September
to early March from the adjacent
Christchurch International Air-
port.

Visitors may experience that
flight aboard an LC-130 Hercules
flight simulator.

The animal experiences with
korora, or Little Blue Penguins,
an at-risk species native to New
Zealand, and canine huskies
were my favorite part of the
experience.

Each day at 10:30 a.m. and 3
p.m., the employees feed the
penguins, which are kept in a big
enclosure. A theater plays a doc-
umentary about the penguins.

Monday through Thursday,
guests can learn more about the
center’s huskies. During a pre-
sentation, a trainer describes
how huskies helped move people
and goods in Antarctica and lent
their companionship. These furry
friends had a long history at the
South Pole.

But in 1994, the Environmental
Protocol Treaty banned sled dogs
from Antarctica because they
pose a risk to the survival of
native seals. The best part is that
after the show, guests can get
close and pet the friendly dogs.

International Antarctic Centre

Directions: A 10-minute walk from Christchurch
International Airport. Address: International
Antarctic Centre, 38 Orchard Road, Christchurch
International Airport, Christchurch 8052, New
Zealand

Times: Open daily, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Costs: $37.54 for adults, $24.81 for children
ages 5 to 15 and free for children 4 and younger.
Food: An onsite cafe is open 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Information: Online: iceberg.co.nz

Kelly Agee

PHoTos BY KELLY AGEE/Stars and Stripes

The International Antarctic Centre in the Harewood suburb of Christchurch opened in 1992. Its features
include a polar-storm room chilled to 46.4 degrees Fahrenheit with a tent and a snowmobile.

agee.kelly@stripes.com
@KellyA_Stripes

™ Above: Rescued penguins hang
out in a big enclosure. Twice a
day, at 10:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.,
the employees feed the pen-
guins. A penguin documentary is
also offered.

Left: Some friendly huskies also
live at the facility, and visitors
may pet them. Huskies used to
help move people and goods in
Antarctica, but sled dogs were
banned in 1994 to protect the
native seal population.
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KeLLy AGeE/Stars and Stripes

Grilled seasonal vegetables with sweet-and-sour miso sauce served up at Miracle Dining in Hachioji, Japan.

Clean, guilt-free eating

Miracle Dining in western Tokyo prides itself on serving healthy fare

By KELLY AGEE
Stars and Stripes

restaurant not far from

Yokota Air Base, Ja-

pan, serves food grown

using fertilizer-free
farming, meaning its menu is
free of anything exposed to
chemicals or organic fertilizers
or pesticides.

Miracle Dining is on the ninth
floor of Celeo Hachioji, a big,
enclosed mall adjacent to the
Hachioji Station in the western
Tokyo suburb.

The restaurant can seat 40 and
the menus are in Japanese, but
the staff is accommodating. The
menu highlights vegan meals and
points out those made with wheat
or eggs.

Menu sets for lunch and dinner
include a choice of a main dish or
rice bowl, two sides, mixed vege-
tables, a mini salad, brown rice
and Hokkaido Earth Miso soup.

I opted for grilled seasonal
vegetables with sweet-and-sour
miso sauce for 1,540 yen, or
about $10. I also ordered rosehip
tea for S50 yen and an organic

tofu and walnut brownie for S50
yen.

The brown rice was amazing; it
came with a side of green tea
salt, which added a delightful
flavor. All the vegetables were
super fresh, and I was so happy
to find okra on my plate, a veggie
I haven’t had in a while.

The rosehip tea came in a clear
kettle with plenty to enjoy during
the meal.

The portions were quite large,
so I took my organic tofu and
walnut brownie to go.

When I ate it later, I was pleas-
antly surprised; it tasted like a
regular brownie, just a little less
sweet.

Other vegan options at Miracle
Dining include a deep-fried rice
bowl with koji malt for 1,188 yen;
a fried koji with tofu tartar sauce
set; and a farm cuisine set, which
is a mix of vegetable dishes. Both
are 1,485 yen.

Nonvegan options include a
grilled chicken with salt and koji
rice bowl for 1,188 yen, a chicken
loaf set with tofu and vegetables,
or a pork and root vegetables

AFTER
HOURS

1

Miracle Dining

Location: 1-1 Asahi-cho, Hachioji-shi,
Celeo Hachioji North Building 9F,
Tokyo 192-0083

Hours: Open daily, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Prices: Items range from 550 yen
($3.59) to 1,540 yen (about $10).
Dress: Casual

Directions: A short walk from Hachioji
Station

Information: Online: kisekicafe8.com

Kelly Agee

with ginger set, also at 1,485 yen
apiece.

For drinks, choose from orga-
nic coffee, organically grown
green tea from Shizuoka and
ginger ale, all for 550 yen. A
variety of juices, including toma-
to, carrot, mandarin and apple,
are 660 yen.

agee.kelly@stripes.com
@KellyA_Stripes

Hot Japanese condiment
trend spreading overseas

Yomiuri Shimbun

Japanese mayonnaise, sauces,
curry and other liquid seasonings
are taking off abroad, with ex-
ports doubling in the past 10
years.

Many foreign tourists now
drop by food manufacturers’
visitor centers, and some of these
centers have become tourist hot
spots.

On Oct. 9, 15 overseas visitors
enjoyed a mayonnaise tasting at
Mayoterrace, a visitor center
operated by major food company
Kewnpie Corp. in Chofu, Tokyo.

Charlotte Townsend, 26, of
Australia said that visiting the
center was one of the reasons for
her trip, and added that she
found Japanese mayonnaise rich
and smooth.

E.J. Bollman, 29, from the
United States, said she uses Japa-
nese mayonnaise for everything,
and that she no longer eats
mayonnaise made in the United
States.

Mayoterrace, which opened in
2014, had almost no foreign vis-
itors before the COVID-19 pan-
demic, but its number has in-
creased rapidly this year. In
September, 461 foreigners visited
the center, accounting for 20% of
that month’s visitor total, accord-
ing to Kewpie.

Japanese mayonnaise first
became popular overseas several
years ago, the company said.
Dishes using Japanese mayon-
naise became a hot topic on so-
cial media in the United States,
and “Kewpie mayo” went viral.

“Unlike mayonnaise that is
made in foreign countries with
whole eggs, ours uses only egg
yolks, so it has a rich egg flavor.
It seems they like the richness
and umami of our mayonnaise,”
Kewpie public relations official
Satoko Murozuka said.

A new factory is scheduled to
be completed in the United
States next year.

As for sauces, Hiroshima-
based sauce manufacturer Otafu-
ku Sauce Co. is running Okosta, a
facility where visitors can get
firsthand experience making
okonomiyaki savory pancakes.
The facility in Hiroshima Station
has a constant stream of foreign
visitors.

Last year, there were 4,701
such visitors, accounting for 30%

Yomiuri Shimbun

Foreign visitors enjoy a
mayonnaise tasting Oct. 9 at the
Mayoterrace in Chofu, Tokyo.

of all visitors, an increase of 80%
compared to before the pandem-
ic.

“They like the mild sweetness
and richness of the sauce,” a
company spokesperson said.

More okonomiyaki restaurants,
as well as takoyaki grilled octo-
pus ball restaurants, are opening
in Europe. Otafuku Sauce said it
opened its Paris branch in June,
its first base in Europe. It aims to
further expand its sales channels,
the company said.

Exports of liquid seasonings
have been increasing every year.
Exports in 2023 totaled 54.35
billion yen, an increase of 150%
from 2013, when the total was
21.38 billion yen.

The Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries Ministry has positioned
liquid seasonings as a priority
export.

A ministry official said exports
of liquid seasonings have in-
creased partly because the num-
ber of Japanese restaurants over-
seas has more than tripled in the
past decade. The official also said
a variety of Japanese food has
been introduced abroad through
social media, and that people are
interested in the seasonings that
are key to the flavor of Japanese
food.

By far the most popular export
is curry, mostly purchased in the
form of curry roux.

In the United Kingdom, there
is a boom in katsu curry, which is
made with pork cutlet and orig-
inated in Japan. As many Mus-
lims cannot eat pork, chicken is
often substituted.

“We want to promote Japanese
curry to the world as ‘the third
kind of curry, after Indian and
Thai,” said All Japan Curry Man-
ufacturers Association’s Kosuke
Nakajima.

Exploring
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the Beauty of the
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Yomiuri Shimbun photos

Manga murals line a street facing a harbor on Takaikami Island in Ehime Prefecture, Japan. Three to five new manga murals have been added to the island every year since 2016.

Takaitkami’s new character

Remote, depopulated Japanese village now known as a ‘manga island’
attracting not only more tourists but also residents with its colorful murals

By Naova SEo
Yomiuri Shimbun
urals of popular manga on vacant houses
and public facilities have turned a remote
island with a population of 11 in the Seto
Inland Sea into a new tourist destination as
a manga island. The works include “Dr. Coto’s Clinic,”
“Great Teacher Onizuka” and “Candy.” With a manga
school scheduled to open next spring, the mural project
is revitalizing the depopulated island.

To reach Takaikami Island, you have to take the Set-
ouchi Shimanami Kaido expressway — which connects
Onomichi, Hiroshima Prefecture, with Imabari, Ehime
Prefecture — to Innoshima Island and transfer onto a
ferry for about SO minutes. When you arrive on the small
island, which has a circumference of about 3.3 miles,
you will see a row of colorful character murals.

Osamu Hasebe, 76, who runs a medical company in
Yamanashi Prefecture, launched the manga revital-
ization project. He first visited the island in 2007 at the
invitation of his business partner Sadamu Kimura, 74,
who is the head of the island’s community association.

Hasebe was fascinated by the beauty of the island and
its many surrounding islands in the gentle Seto Inland
Sea. He started visiting every month.

The island’s population had been gradually declining
from a peak of about 190 in 1970. In 2007, it was only
about 50. Vacant houses were seen here and there, and
houses damaged by typhoons had been left abandoned.
The following year, there were no children left on the
island and the population continued to decline.

After hearing Kimura’s worries that the island would
eventually be uninhabited, Hasebe began to act. Hasebe
turned his focus to manga, which is popular across a
wide range of generations, and planned to create a man-
ga mural at his own expense.

In 2016, Hasebe asked Takatoshi Yamada, a friend and
the creator of “Dr. Coto’s Clinic,” to help with the plan.
Yamada readily agreed, saying, “It fit the image of my
manga,” which involves a medical practice set on a re-
mote island, and created an original painting based on
the manga.

The painting was made into a mural by a signboard
company. The finished mural, which is 65 feet high and
32 feet wide, is on the exterior of the community center.

Since then, three to five new manga murals have been

added to the island every year. With Yamada’s help,
original paintings were provided for free by Nobuyuki
Fukumoto, creator of “Gambling Apocalypse: Kaiji,” and
Hiromi Morishita, creator of “Shonen Ashibe.” Much of
the artwork in the murals was newly created for the
island.

Over the past five years, Takaikami Island has gradu-
ally become known through social media. The island
now attracts more tourists, not just day-trippers but also
those who stay overnight at a guesthouse on the island.

This year, four new murals are planned. In Septem-
ber, work began on a mural based on “Abare Hanagu-
mi,” which used to be serialized in the Monthly Shonen
Jump manga magazine. The manga artist, Yuichi Oshi-
yama, visited the island to see the work in progress,
saying, “Once murals of a manga are on the island, the
work will be known by young people. It is a great honor
for a manga artist.”

In April, Masafumi Baba, 49, moved to the island from
Aichi Prefecture with his wife and two daughters, who
are in elementary and junior high school, increasing the
island’s population from seven to 11. Baba previously
visited the island after learning about it through the
internet and fell in love with it.

Baba is planning to open Manga-tei in October, which
will be the only restaurant on the island.

“The power of manga is dawning on the island. I think
it will attract more new residents, thanks in part to the
murals,” Baba said. “There are many inconveniences,
but it is rather interesting to start from nothing.”

Before the Baba family moved to the island, all the
residents were older than 70. Kimura said with a laugh:
“The island is becoming more and more colorful and
home to more and more people. It’s just like a success
story in a manga.”

Next April, Hasebe and his team will open a manga
school in an abandoned elementary and junior high
school that has been leased from the town government.
They plan to ask the manga artists who helped with the
mural project to be instructors.

“I dream of producing a manga artist who will gradu-
ate from the school and draw a mural in the future,”
Hasebe said. “I seriously want to show that even a ‘mar-
ginal island’ can revive itself. I want to use manga,
which is part of Japanese culture, to also attract foreign
tourists to the island.”

Osamu Hasebe and his business partner Sadamu Kimura
point to a mural based on the manga “Dr. Coto’s Clinic.”
Hasebe launched the manga revitalization project on
Takaikami Island to help repopulate it.

Murals based on “Gambllng Apocalypse: Kaljl ”
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More spycraft for George Smlley

™

John le Carré’s son follows his father’s lead,
writes Cold War spy thriller “Karla’s Choice’

By JiLL LAWLESS
Associated Press
eorge Smiley, the
subtle fictional spy-
master navigating
treacherous Cold War
currents, is back.

And so, somewhat surprising-
ly, is his creator, John le Carré.

Four years after the spy writ-
er’s death at the age of 89, comes
a new thriller, “Karla’s Choice.”
Billed as “a John le Carré novel,”
it was written by Nick Harkaway,
whose qualifications for the job
include seven published novels, a
lifetime of reading le Carré —
and the fact he is the late author’s
son.

After decades avoiding his
famous father’s shadow, like
Smiley trying to leave the in-
telligence agency known as the
Circus, he was drawn back in.

Le Carré left a note asking his
family, as custodians of his es-
tate, to help his works live on and
find new readers. They took that
as permission to write new
books. But Harkaway, who made
his name with sci-fi thrillers
including “The Gone-Away
World,” “Angelmaker” and “Ti-
tanium Noir,” was apprehensive
about being the one to do it.

“I would go so far as to say
terrified,” said Harkaway, S1,
whose real name is Nicholas
Cornwell. Le Carré was the pen
name of his father, David Corn-
well.

“It’s this piece of 20th-century
literature that defines a genre
and potentially a historical peri-
od. This body of work is im-
mense. And it’s my father’s uni-
verse,” he said. “There’s every
reason for people to be skepti-
cal.”

Sitting in his spacious north
London home — in the “very
uncomfortable” writing chair
that once belonged to his father
— Harkaway has relaxed a bit
now that the book has been pub-
lished (by Viking) to largely
glowing reviews. The Daily Tele-
graph said Harkaway’s “re-cre-
ation of the Smiley milieu is
note-perfect,” while The Guardi-
an declared the novel “a treat.”

“Karla’s Choice” is set in 1963,
months after the end of le Carré’s
breakthrough novel, “The Spy
Who Came in From the Cold.” It
opens with a hitman, dispatched
by Moscow to assassinate a Hun-
garian publisher in London, hav-
ing a last-minute crisis of con-
science.

A recently retired Smiley is
pulled in for one last job. He’s
assured it will be short and sim-
ple. Famous last words.

The peril-filled saga that fol-
lows fleshes out the early rela-
tionship between Smiley and the
Soviet spymaster Karla, who
becomes his nemesis in later
works like “Tinker Tailor Soldier
Spy” and “Smiley’s People.”

Harkaway says that once he
got over his terror, capturing
Smiley’s voice came easily — he
had literally grown up with it.
Some of his earliest memories
involve his father reading aloud
draft pages of his works in pro-
gress.

“The formative moment in my
life where I was actually learning
to speak, was learning to use
language, I was getting 90 min-
utes or more of George Smiley in
my ear every day,” he said. “And
so when I came to sit down to do
this, I found that I did not have to
turn the dial very far to find a
voice that is absolutely my own,
but which reads to people as
being sufficiently of the le Carré
mood.”

That mood is often dark. Le
Carré had been a real-life Cold
War intelligence agent, and his
thrillers are steeped in the moral
murk of the spy world. But be-
spectacled, understated Smiley
— antithesis of that other famous
fictional spy, James Bond —
offers decency and hope.

Harkaway sees Smiley as “this
compassionate, anonymous little
everyman who can turn up and
see the broken pieces of life on
the floor and put them back to-
gether.”

There is more humor in “Kar-
la’s Choice” than in many of his
father’s books, and female char-
acters, including Smiley’s wife
Ann, get more space and voice.

“I had a flat-out ambition that
the Circus and the Circus uni-
verse should not just be elderly,
straight white men,” Harkaway
said.

He acknowledges that women
were often on the sidelines in his
father’s work — a reflection of
the male-dominated era, and of a
complicated life. David Corn-
well’s mother left when he was S
years old, leaving him with his
father, a charismatic con man.
He didn’t see her again until he
was 21. As an adult, he had two
marriages — the second to Har-
kaway’s mother, Valerie Jane
Eustace — and multiple affairs.

“On a fundamental level for
him, his relationships with wom-
en were about absence and
pain,” Harkaway said. “That got
better over time. But when he
was writing Smiley, that’s what
came through. And that’s not my
life.”

KiN CHEUNG/AP

British author Nick Harkaway, son of the author whose pen name is John le Carré, poses Oct. 24 with
copies of his new book, “Karla’s Choice,” at his home in London.

‘Karla’s Choice’ creates a mostly credible Smiley

In “Karla’s Choice,” which is set in 1963, Nick
Harkaway seeks to fill a portion of the 10-year
gap between “The Spy Who Came in from the
Cold” — the book that turned his father into an
international sensation — and the masterful
“Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy.”

Familiarly, beloved character George Smiley,
the schlumpy, brilliant spy, enters the narrative
of “Karla’s Choice” after being called out of
retirement to complete a special job — “new
business,” as he’s told.

Smiley has been enjoying the “simple plea-
sures” of life, freed from the spy’s persistent
need to discreetly observe and catalog every-
thing while drawing no attention to himself.
During this period, which he calls his “hiberna-
tion,” Smiley has discovered a form of domestic
harmony with his wife, Lady Ann, a serial adul-
terer who is now trying to occupy him with ac-
tivities such as art shows.

To his surprise, Smiley has discovered that
“mirth isn’t fatal.”

Returning to the world of spying is irresistible
to Smiley, who is drawn back without much
convincing. Still, he is tortured by the events that
preceded his retirement — his role, along with
the mysterious Control, who oversees the Circus
(a stand-in for the U.K.’s Secret Intelligence) —
in a botched operation that led to the death of
fellow agent Alec Leamas.

“I tell myself the Circus must triumph be-
cause the other side is monstrous; that London

and Washington must
defeat Moscow because
we understand the obliga-
tion of the ruler to the
ruled, and they do not,”
Smiley opines. “But, come
to it, we abandoned our
obligations and chose to
be every bit as monstrous
ourselves in quest of vic-
tory, and I said nothing.”

Smiley eventually be-
comes enmeshed in the
search for a Soviet spy, Ferencz Roka.

Looming over the pursuit is the shadow of
Smiley’s nemesis, the Soviet spymaster known
as Karla, who factors into the narrative while
essentially remaining offstage, and whose spec-
tral presence is a source of both frustration for
Smiley and an almost grudging admiration.
While on the hunt for Réka, Smiley’s disillusion-
ment deepens — for him, the spy game has nev-
er been one of glory — though in Harkaway’s
hands, the inner dialogue can feel overwrought.

It’s all a bit much. It gets worse when Harka-
way puts Smiley — whose true appeal has al-
ways lain in his scheming and perceptive mind,
rather than in derring-do — at the wheel of a
getaway car in a chase scene right out of an
airport paperback. I found myself pleading, “No!
No!” but, alas, it goes on for pages.

— Manuel Roig-Franzia/The Washington Post

A JOHN LE CARRE wovEL

KARLA’S
CHOICE

NICK HARKAWAY

Harkaway says working on the
book didn’t bring “an Obi-Wan
Kenobi moment” in which an
apparition of his father appeared
to offer writing advice. But he
found the experience “very mov-
ing.”

“Despite the fact that it’s ...
slightly a project that has grief
attached to it, it’s still a joyful
process,” he said.

It seems inevitable that more

le Carré thrillers will follow.
Harkaway also plans to continue
writing under his own name and
in his own style, with a sequel to
“Titanium Noir” due to be pub-
lished in April.

“Karla’s Choice” carries a
double dedication: To David
John Moore Cornwell, “father,
husband, brother, son,” and to
“John le Carré, novelist.”

“John le Carré was, among

other things, a shield that my
father created, because he was
quite a shy guy,” Harkaway said.
“John le Carré was kind of the
suit that he put on to be able to do
it all. And then David Cornwell
was my dad. He was a terrible
cook, he was a Ping-Pong player
of enormous aggression and flair

.. he was the person I lived with.

“I wanted with that dedication

to thank them both.”
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Scott Avett, left, and his brother, Seth, pose outside the Longacre Theater in New York, where the Broadway musical “Swept Away,” which uses their music, began previews this
week. The Avett Brothers are the latest example of alternative rock music to invade the world of the stage musical.

New wave of show tunes

Guster, Avett Brothers and Florence Welch are helping bring alt-rock to the musical theater stage

By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press

yan Miller, the lead singer of

alternative rock band Guster,

has a new gig that even he’s a

little surprised about: Musical
theater songwriter. He laughs that he’s
gone all Broadway.

“I just went full-into the ballpit — just,
like, face-first, take-me-wherever-this-is-
going,” he said before a recent rehearsal
of his bright new musical “Safety Not
Guaranteed” at Brooklyn Academy of
Music.

Miller is part of a growing trend of alt-
rockers bringing a new sound to the space
carved out by giants like Stephen Sond-
heim and Andrew Lloyd Webber.

The Avett Brothers are about to have
“Swept Away” land on Broadway, Flo-
rence + The Machine frontwoman Flo-
rence Welch is working on a musical
about “The Great Gatsby” and Jack Anto-
noff is scoring “Romeo & Juliet.” Radio-
head frontman Thom Yorke is laboring on
“Hamlet Hail to the Thief,” a mashup of
Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” and his band’s
music.

Arcade Fire’s Will Butler is fresh off the
success of the Tony-winning play “Ster-
eophonic,” Sufjan Stevens songs found a
place on Broadway last season with “Illi-
noise” and the folk-rock band Jamestown
Revival is fueling the reigning best new
musical, “The Outsiders.”

“There seems to be a wave and we’re
kind of catching it at a good time,” says
Miller. “It felt like there was already some
soil that was being laid that I wouldn’t
have to break down.”

Tony Award-winning producer John
Johnson, who is helping create that wave

by backing the musicals “Swept Away,”
“Stereophonic” and “Safety Not Guaran-
teed,” says the change reflects the rise of
tastes of millennials and Gen X.

Changing audience

If, before the pandemic, the standard
theatergoer was a suburban woman in her
60s, she’s being replaced by folks in their
30s to S0s from chic neighborhoods in
Manhattan and Brooklyn, as well as bed-
room communities in New Jersey like

SEE SHOW ON PAGE 29



Friday, November 1, 2024

e STARS AND STRIPES °

SRR IRE ] Pace 29

WEEKEND: MUSIC REVIEW

CHARLES SYKES, INviSION/AP

Ryan Miller, from alt-rock band Guster, was initially uninterested in musical theater because of the huge
time commitment. But he eventually was drawn to it and wrote the show “Safety Not Guaranteed.”

Show: Shift follows generational tastes

FROM PAGE 28
Maplewood and South Orange.

“We’re kind of following the
path of the generational shift in
the audience that’s happening
right now,” Johnson says, adding
that these new theater-goers “are
open to new stories, new voices,
as well as the voices that they
grew up with.”

Alt-rock has been heard on
Broadway before, of course, in
shows like Duncan Sheik’s
“Spring Awakening,” and Alanis
Morissette’s “Jagged Little Pill,”
but rare is a cluster like theater
is enjoying now.

Scott Avett, lead vocalist and
multi-instrumentalist for the
Avett Brothers, has watched as
his 2004 album “Mignonette” —
based on a book about men adrift
for days in the middle of the

ocean — finds a new life on stage.

“It’s surreal, for sure,” he says.
“The blooming of the story with
the songs and the concept has
been very surreal,” adding: “It
feels, like, quite flattering and
affirming.”

The songs have been wedded
to a story by John Logan, and the
Avetts wrote one song specifical-
ly for the show, “Lord Lay Your
Hand On My Shoulder.”

The leap to Broadway, in one
way, isn’t that strange for the
Americana band, which has
always written narrative-driven
and character-based songs.

“Show tunes are like the long-
ing coming from somebody that
then is exaggerated to the stage,”
says Avett. “We grew up project-
ing that from a smaller place.”

An unusual path

If “Swept Away” began as a
book that became an album,
“Safety Not Guaranteed” started
life as a 2012 sci-fi comedy star-

ring Aubrey Plaza, who played
one of a trio of journalists hunt-
ing whoever placed an intriguing
classified ad: “Wanted: Someone
to go back in time with me. This
is not a joke,” it reads. “Must
bring your own weapons. Safety
not guaranteed.”

Aside from the time-travel
silliness, the film and musical is
about the fading dreams of aspir-
ing professionals in their 20s and
30s who see diminished opportu-
nities and want to go back to the
comfort of the past.

Miller initially had no inten-
tions of making musical theater.
When not touring with his four-
piece band, he scores films, ap-
pears on podcasts and even
starred in his own PBS series.
Broadway or Broadway-adjacent
didn’t appeal.

Miller, who lives in Vermont,
was simply turned off by the
sheer amount of time it usually
took: Fellow Vermont creators
Anais Mitchell’s “Hadestown”
took 14 years, and Trey Anasta-
sio’s “Hands on a Hardbody”
took 10 years and closed after
less than a month.

But Miller found himself grad-
ually sucked in and enjoying a
timeline that was accelerated. He
was originally asked just to at-
tend a workshop performance of
“Safety Not Guaranteed” studded
with Guster songs — basically, a
Guster jukebox — and loved it.
“Have I just been, like, a closeted
theater kid my whole life?”” he
asked himself.

Soon he was writing original
songs for it. He was a natural,
since he had scored the film,
knew the characters and the
emotional beats. He wrote five
new stage songs in a month and
sent them to book writer Nick
Blaemire.

“I remember after I finished
that fifth song, I sent it to Nick, I
was like, ‘Man, I really fell in
love with this.’ Like, something
happened, and I'm going to be
really bummed if I don’t get to
just see it once.”

Miller then went on a writing
tear, offering some 1S new songs
in place of the Guster ones. “This
was the rule: I was like, ‘Just let
me beat it. If I don’t beat it, we’ll
all know and that’s it.””

Only three Guster songs —
including “One Man Wrecking
Machine” — made the cut. The
rest are from Miller, who rel-
ished the storytellers’ task of
creating songs specifically tai-
lored for the characters and
moments.

“It’s been like, one of the great-
est thrills, I think, of my artistic
career to have been brought/
stumbled/actively weaseled my
way into this world. And I’'m
totally smitten,” he says.

More and more alt-rockers
may follow, attracted by the
chance to show their multi-hyph-
enate-ness and the constancy. No
matter how successful a rock
band is, life on the road means
one or two nights in a city; a
stage show, on the other hand, is
more like a residency.

Miller says he’s also embraced
the narrowness of the role. When
he’s writing for Guster, the song
can be about anything. When he
wrote for “Safety Not Guaran-
teed,” the songs had clear guide-
lines.

“Having limitations actually
really is a very compelling, very
inspirational way because it can’t
just be everything. It’s got to be
within,” he says.

“I call them sandboxes. I love a
sandbox to play in and I love
limitations.”

AP photos
Playwright Eisa Davis and songwriter-actor

Lin-Manuel Miranda created a concept album
based on the cult classic film “The Warriors.”

Lin-Manuel Miranda and Eisa Davis
Warriors (Atlantic)

The perilous journey home — it’s a tale as
old as “The Iliad.” Now it’s a dynamic concept
album starring hip-hop legends, Broadway
belters and, of all things, the New York subway
system.

“Warriors,” built on the 1979 cult classic
movie, is an inventive song cycle by “Hamilton” mastermind Lin-
Manuel Miranda and Pulitzer finalist Eisa Davis, an album that has
deployed musical talent brilliantly to tell another story of going home,
at the intersection of musical theater and popular music.

The movie — born from a book by Sol Yurick — follows the street
gang the Warriors as they make their way from The Bronx to their
home turf of Coney Island in Brooklyn while being hunted by rival
gangs and cops. (Check out the lyric book to have a richer experi-
ence). The subway is almost a character, the main mode of transport,
acting as the city’s artery.

Miranda and Davis have kept the bones of the story but made stra-
tegic changes in genders, like making the Warriors all women, played
by theater vets Kenita Miller, Sasha Hutchings, Phillipa Soo, Aneesa
Folds, Amber Gray, Gizel Jiménez, Jasmine Cephas Jones and Julia
Harriman. They all give it an extra buzz, beautifully emotional in just
a few words.

Surrounding them is an astonishing list of artists playing various
parts — Ms. Lauryn Hill, Nas, Busta Rhymes, Billy Porter, Ghostface
Killah, RZA, Marc Anthony, Colman Domingo, Cam’ron, Shenseea
and Joshua Henry among them. In some inspired casting, James
Remar and David Patrick Kelly — both veterans of the movie — are
recast here as cops.

“This is the sound of something being born,” Chris Rivers thrilling-
ly raps at the top of the album, and he has the honor of representing
The Bronx. Don’t you want to hear Nas repping Queens and Busta
Rhymes as Brooklyn? The album is worth streaming alone just for
that. Or for the chance to hear Hill sing “Can you dig it?”

Miranda and Davis offer a musical journey along with their narra-
tive one — the sounds of salsa, ska, agro-rock, boy band, pop, old-
school rap and even K-pop. Spanish and Korean mixes with the Eng-
lish. It’s a diverse buffet, reflecting New York.

Some of the 26 tracks are fragments, some hushed, others fully
formed and some hysterical, as with “We Got You,” a seductive love
song delivered by a male gang wearing cardigans. “Quiet Girls” —
featuring a fierce Porter — is a feminist anthem and “A Light or So-
methin’” is a gorgeous love song for our times. The three-part finale is
a gloriously messy, eight-minute ride through a eulogy, a struggle and
then grace.

“Warriors” is a portrait of a mean, tough city with determined resi-
dents bound together by frustration with their transit system. “Takin’
a train to a boat to another train?!” the gangs sing in unison and aston-
ishment on “I Survive the Night,” an electric opening number that’s a
theatrical setting of the table.

Trains rattle, doors close — we even hear underground announce-
ments from Bernie Wagenblast, who voices the city’s real subway
system — across a rich soundscape that includes the rattling of spray
paint cans and the crackling of fire.

It shares with Miranda’s previous stage works — “In the Heights”
and “Hamilton” — an unabashed love of New York (There’s even
mentions of hot dog joint Gray’s Papaya). The creators have said they
have no plans for a stage version, and you can hear why: It’s all on the
album already.

The Warriors — don’t get too attached to anyone in particular, just
sayin’ — are in many ways a metaphor for us as a nation: “All we got
is us / The people who ride with us, side by side with us / We’re all on
the same train home.”

Take a trip with them — it’s a great ride. Watch the closing doors!

— Mark Kennedy
Associated Press
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Making Christmas films "8y
can be ‘serious business’

Hallmark star Alison Sweeney reflects on being one of the channel’s MVPs

By YVONNE VILLARREAL
Los Angeles Times

eeing Alison Sweeney on a screen without a grove

of festively decorated Christmas trees or the glow

of twinkly lights is disorienting — like finding out

the truth about Santa. As one of the Hallmark
Channel’s most in-demand holiday heroines, she’s be-
come a familiar presence to viewers. But now, in the glow
of blue light, speaking over Zoom from her production
trailer in Vancouver, British Columbia, where she’s film-
ing her next movie, she’s framed by dark cabinets void of
merriment.

“I know,” she says, acknowledging the lack of cozy
cheer. “I'm used to walking around and just seeing trees
and wreaths and Christmas lights everywhere.”

Before becoming MVP of the network’s Christmas
movie industrial complex, Sweeney was best known for
her time on “Days of Our Lives” as Samantha “Sami”
Brady, the manipulative troublemaker daughter to
Deidre Hall’s Marlena Evans. In the Hallmark chapter of
her career, Sweeney’s been able to lean into lightness and
portray different personas that viewers like to
like.

“I loved playing Sami,” she says. “It’s
a huge part of me and my character
and who I am. However, playing part
of that ongoing story for all of those
years, it kind of never ends; you’re
out of the frying pan, into the fire,
back and forth, the whole time.
Playing a story where you read
the whole script and you know
how it ends, it’s really satis-
fying.”

Her latest, “This Time Each
Year,” which premiered Oct.

24, marks her 30th film for
Hallmark, many of which
have been holiday-
themed. Sweeney
plays Lauren, who is
nearly a year into
her separation from
her husband, Ke-
vin (Niall Matter).
He is determined
to win his family
back, but in the
meantime, they
are focused on
coparenting

their young son,
Charlie, as
Christmas

nears. The film,
which Sweeney
also executive-
produced, is

one of 47 holi-
day movies Hall-
mark will release
this season.

Sweeney spoke to The
Times about how her new
film brings some edge to the
holiday space and discovering
how seriously Hallmark thinks
about Christmas. This con-
versation has been edited and
condensed for clarity.

Los Angeles Times: | know you've done nonholiday
movies for Hallmark, but what drew you to the holiday
universe?

Sweeney: I had not realized how valuable these Christ-
mas movies are to people in their own holiday traditions.
People love these Christmas movies and set their calen-
dar to, like, “OK, now we can celebrate Christmas be-
cause Hallmark is playing Christmas movies.” I didn’t
know what I was getting into when I did the first one. It
was sort of stressful because they have really high expec-
tations for Christmas. You’re sort of like, “Oh, let’s make
a Christmas movie; that sounds fun.” Then you find out
they’re not kidding around. This is serious business. Ev-
ery shot has to have some hint of Christmas in it.

What do you remember about your first time on the set
of your first holiday movie?

We were doing a shot where I am walking down a hall-
way, and it’s a hotel at the holidays [in “Christmas at
Holly Lodge”], but there weren’t enough Christmas trees.
I guess a Hallmark executive had contacted [producers]
to say there’s not enough Christmas decorations in that
hallway. I guess they didn’t have enough Christmas trees,
so they were all lined up on one side of the wall for
that shot, and then they all moved to the other side

of the wall for the other shot. I had thought it was
Christmas-y enough when I first walked in. But
oh no, that’s not Christmas. It needs to be more

Christmas. And they busted out more Christ-

mas.

You hail from the world of soap operas, so
you’re familiar with the way the genre is
sometimes devalued by Hollywood or some
viewers. And the holiday movie circuit
confronts similar opinions. But we’re
seeing more of them made than ever
before because there is an audience
for them. Are they still undervalued,

or are the tides shifting?

There was a time when it was
classified a certain way, but ob-

viously the fans did not feel that

way. Now, here we are. The fans
have spoken that it’s important
to them, and Hollywood had to
follow and listen. It does ebb
and flow, right? Some of my
favorite movies are Christmas
movies. “Miracle on 34th
Street,” “A Christmas Carol”
— those are movies that were
just the epic, some of the most
important movies of all time.
Then I think they fell into a
pattern or a formula or a habit
and got shuffled to the side.
The success we’ve had in
this genre, not just that
they’re about Christmas,
but people really love that
tradition of “oh, I deco-
-, rate the tree, we have
eggnog, we watch Christ-
mas movies together.”
Those are synonymous.

Alison Sweeney, shown here in
February, is starring in “This
Time Each Year,” her 30th film
for Hallmark Channel.

GETTY IMAGES/TNS
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How about for you as a performer, experiencing the
stigma?

My mother is a violinist and when I was little, she per-
formed with the Hollywood orchestra. She played in all
the soundtracks for big movies. Some musicians looked
down their nose at the musicians who played for Holly-
wood. But no one works harder than those musicians. I
remember that my mom would always say to me, “What
you do is beautiful. Being artistic is what you make of it.
Just because it’s not Mozart or Shakespeare, it can still be
so meaningful. What people take of it, you’re a part of that
story.” Ever since I was little, I really admired that men-
tality of art for the masses and making music or perform-
ing in a way that people want to see. It doesn’t have to be
so elevated that people don’t get it.

With the market for holiday movies increasing
dramatically in recent years, how competitive is the
space for you as an actor? Do you feel like there’s
enough to go around?

No matter how many movies you do, or how much
you’re working, you do have that moment of “Oh, she got
a really good one. That role is so great.” There was one
my friend Nikki [DeLoach] did where she rode horses in
the movie. I love horses in real life. I did say to Hallmark,
“When do I get to do a horse movie?” Nikki made that
happen for herself. So I was like, “OK, I’ll get to work on
that and develop my own story. I’ve got to work on that.”

The fun of these movies is that you know what you’re
getting. How has that informed how you want to stretch
those expectations as an actor and producer ? “This
Time Each Year” feels like a good example of bringing a
different kind of depth to the holiday story; the central
couple is going through challenges — they’re separated,
and alcoholism is touched on.

What I admire and appreciate about what Hallmark is
angling for, and what I would want as a fan, is to know it’s
going to be OK. In terms of “formula,” the brand is that
safe feeling that they’re not going to totally go off the
rails. I know I can sit down and watch this whole thing
and I'm going to be happy and satisfied at the end. For
me, developing these stories, I love those moments. I love
playing a character that’s falling in love. I love playing a
character with the angst. Growing up on “Days of Our
Lives,” I always loved scenes that I could really imagine
the audience watching in my head. I always was aware of
the fans and how they’re going to love this scene so much
because I know how it feels to be that fan who put a tape
in my VCR and recorded an episode and watched a scene
again and again. I want to provide that for people.

Do you think we’ll ever get to a point where the happy
ending for these films doesn’t need to be about
romance?

What Hallmark has expressed interest in is widening
the net, so to speak, of “what are other stories we can
incorporate.” For example — and please, Julia Roberts, I
love you dearly — but “My Best Friend’s Wedding” dis-
appointed me. That was not satisfying. “La La Land” —I
was mad. I watched that movie and I stopped it 10 min-
utes early because I want to pretend that’s how it ended.
There are definitely ways to incorporate those stories and
including other messages, and broadening the storylines,
but at the heart of it, you do always have to have [ro-
mance]. I also try to tell stories where it’s a family or a
mom and her daughter and their connection or best

SEE HALLMARK ON PAGE 31
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Hallmark:
Actor has also

worked behind
the camera

FROM PAGE 30

friends. With this movie, for
example, I wanted them to know
that this is a different story. The
couple is already married.
They’ve been married 10 years,
and so you’re going to see a little
bit of a different story — they’re
not falling in love for the first
time; they’re falling in love again.

You're not the network
president, but as an actor, what
is your response to the criticism
that the very stories the network
tells make some statement
about the culture wars? By and
large, the stories tend to feature
a heroine fleeing the city to take
refuge in conservative, if not
expressly partisan,
predominantly white small
towns. How much are you
thinking about how it fits with the
kind of stories you want to tell?

I can only speak for the pro-
jects I'm a part of or the things
that appeal to me. I do think, in
some ways, it’s so much simpler.
That fish out of water story is just
classic. It’s not like some big
statement. It’s just uniquely
human to feel that feeling, no
matter where you’re from, that
when you go somewhere totally
different, you're like, “I’m not
used to this. This is strange and
new and different.”

When you have your producer
hat on, are you thinking about
the stories or the projects or the
casting and how you can be
more representative of the
demographics?

Absolutely. I'm not trying to be
preachy. I want to reflect what is
happening in the world and what
people are going through. If I can
find a way to incorporate that in
the story and be inclusive, and be
telling those stories that people
feel “that’s happening in my life,”
that’s what I want. Of course, you
have to wrap it up in a big bow at
the end. For example, I think
telling the story of a couple that
separated — I know it sounds not
edgy, but for us, it’s edgy.

You've produced many of the
projects that you’ve done for
Hallmark. You also write and
direct. Do you feel like directing
or writing a Christmas film is the
next step?

Oh my gosh, yeah. I would love
to. “Christmas movie” feels like a
whole new level of challenge, but
I wouldn’t be afraid of that. I
think that could be really fun to
tackle, but again, I do hold
Christmas up on a pedestal. That
would be a whole extra layer of
expectation that would be scary
to do.

HBO/AP

Actor-comedian-host Seth Meyers in a scene from his latest stand-up comedy special, “Seth Meyers: Dad Man Walking.” Like his last HBO
special, “Lobby Baby” in 2019, his new one also delves into his parenting adventures.

Trading politics for parenting

Late night host and comedian Meyers says HBO specials are about universal family experiences

By BROOKE LEFFERTS
Associated Press

eth Meyers admits there are times

when he’s in a disagreement with his

wife or absurd situation with his kids

and he can’t help immediately think-
ing about making it into a bit. The comedian
and host of “Late Night with Seth Meyers”
has morphed several of those amusing stories
into his latest HBO/Max stand-up special
“Dad Man Walking.”

Meyers’ last HBO special, “Lobby Baby” in
2019, also delved into his adventures in par-
enting, and Meyers says after being cooped
up with the family during the pandemic, he
couldn’t NOT write about his kids and mar-
riage to his wife, Alexi Ashe.

“I’ve always enjoyed how — unlike the
nightly show, which is so tied to politics and
the world we’re living in — this was more
about sort of the universal experience of
being part of a family,” Meyers said in a
recent interview. “It’s really fun to be onstage
and realize that you are not alone in the way
you are feeling about things.”

The special was shot live at the Vic Theatre
in Chicago where Meyers got big laughs
when talking about mundane things like not
knowing how to fold a stroller and the risks of
playing board games with his children, who
are 8, 6 and 3 years old.

Meyers said his kids so far haven’t objected
to him talking about the funny things they say
and do on stage.

“I am very cognizant of saying things that I
feel like they’ll be okay with,” he said. Right

now, they like being occasionally on TV and
fodder for his act, but he knows that could
end as they get older. His oldest son recently
seemed less enthused about an annual turkey
costume bit for Thanksgiving.

“The minute someone at school busts him
for being in a turkey costume, game over,”
Meyers said with a laugh. “But we will give
them permission ... because my wife did buy
into being married to a comedian, whereas
they didn’t choose it.”

One of the special’s stand-out bits is about
Alexi trying to get through airport security
with a tub of hummus. Meyers was going to
keep it to himself, but then couldn’t resist
trying it onstage.

“I am literally in real time thinking ... it’s
not just that the story is so funny, but I realize
this really is a perfect example of who we
both are in this marriage,” he said. “It kind of
overlaps nicely with the theme of what I'm
trying to do.”

The special’s director, Neal Brennan, sug-
gests the humor lies in Meyers’ relatable
stories despite his fame and acerbic persona.

“He’s very much in control on ‘Late Night’
and his home life? He is not at all in control,”
Brennan said, laughing.

Brennan, who also directed “Lobby Baby,”
says Meyers has zero airs when it comes to
family.

“The conceit of his thing is like, ‘I’'m a very
good businessman ... and I have all the power.
I have all the authority; whatever I say goes.
And then I get home and it’s just a bunch of
people taking advantage of me and wanting to

talk about lava.”

Known for his biting political commentary,
Meyers says the humor in his act stems from
recognizing how men and women fail each
other, and he tries to spread the blame
around fairly.

“I’m so loath to do that special about a man
complaining about his wife,” Meyers said. He
enjoys when husbands and wives both recog-
nize themselves in his comedy. “The balance
is very important to me. Whereas both sides
politically is a completely useless waste of
time, I do try to do both sides by marriage.”

Meyers also reflected on “Saturday Night
Live” celebrating S0 years and said he loved
witnessing the “big swings” of his era on the
show: “I loved just being there while you
watched Kristen Wiig, Fred Armisen, Andy
Samberg and Bill Hader all just become the
people who would then be a massive part of
show business for the next two decades.”

While there will always be naysayers who
say “SNL” isn’t as funny as it used to be,
Meyers says being “beautifully uneven” is
one of its most enduring qualities, and likens
it to watching live sports.

“You don’t know until it happens how it’s
going to be,” Meyers said. “I’ve always said
the worst show has something great and the
best show has something terrible. And there’s
no host that can guarantee consistency.”

As for whether he’ll keep doing stand-up,
Meyers said with all the family shenanigans,
it’s a pretty safe bet: “They keep providing
content. So yeah, I can’t imagine it’s going to
stop anytime soon.”
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Puree pouch pandemo

Experts worry an overreliance on packs
may affect nutrition, food preferences,
dental hygiene, speech development

By JENNY GoLD

Los Angeles Times
very week, Caitlin Scuttio stops by Target and
piles pureed food pouches into her cart for her
4-year-old and twin 18-month-old sons.

In goes a 24-pack of unsweetened apple-
sauce. Then a 24-pack of the fruit and veggie blend. And
finally, the yogurt pouches for her oldest son’s breakfast.

“He’d eat six applesauce pouches a day if I let him,”
Scuttio said.

Total monthly pouch budget: $200.

“They have such a chokehold on my family. I can’t
imagine our grocery list without it at this point,” she said.
“We are definitely a pouch family.”

And her family isn’t alone. Sales of food pouches — soft
bags with plastic spouts for easy consumption — have
increased 900% since 2010, overtaking jarred purees as
the predominant baby food on the market. Parents gener-
ally spoon-feed jars of pureed foods for a few months in
the first year of life when introducing solids, but pouches
marketed to parents of toddlers and older children have
prolonged pureed food eating by years.

While the occasional pouch can be part of a healthy
diet, doctors and nutritionists are raising concerns that an
overreliance on pouches can interfere with nutrition,
long-term food preferences, dental hygiene and even
speech and language development. And marketing prac-
tices can leave parents confused about what’s actually
inside the packages.

“Pouches are highly processed foods,” said Dr. Steven
Abrams, a professor of pediatrics at the University of
Texas, Austin, Dell Medical School. “They certainly serve
as a quick snack, but we need to make sure that pouches
don’t make up too much of a toddler’s diet. We want kids
to learn to chew and eat foods like meat, and fruits and
vegetables that are not processed.”

What’s inside varies greatly — some contain only fruit,
while others have a mix of vegetables, grains, yogurt and
even meat. Whereas many jarred foods contain a single
ingredient like pureed peas or carrots, pouches are more
often a blend that features a sweet fruit such as apple or
pear as the primary ingredient.

A 2019 study found that infant and toddler food in
pouches contained significantly more sugar per serving
than foods available in other forms of packaging.

To be sure, there is not an epidemic of children who
don’t know how to chew. But Dr. Mark Corkins, a pediat-
ric gastroenterologist at the University of Tennessee
Health Science Center who chairs the American Acade-
my of Pediatrics committee on nutrition, said he some-
times sees children who are so reliant on the smooth,
sweet taste of pouches that they have developed food and
texture aversions and refuse to eat regular fruits or vege-
tables.

“In the long run, we’re going to pay for it,” he said.

Why are baby food pouches so popular?

Pouches are convenient: Unlike glass jars, they don’t
shatter when dropped, and toddlers can suck down the
slurry without help from a caregiver.

“It is so dang hard to be a parent of young children in
the U.S. Having [pouches] on an airplane, having them in
the car — it is so convenient that I would never take that
away from parents. I used pouches with my children,”
said Bridget Young, an associate professor of pediatrics at
the University of Rochester School of Medicine.

“The industry has gone from jars to pouches because
it’s more cost-effective and convenient,” said Dr. Tanya
Altmann, a pediatrician in Calabasas, Calif., and author of
the book “What to Feed Your Baby.” But it’s what’s inside
that’s important, and “not all pouches are created equal.”

As a tool, she said, pouches “can be a contributor to a
family’s nutrition,” but not a prime source. Those without
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Sales of food pouches — soft bags with plastic spouts for easy consumption — have increased 900% since 2010.

“Pouches are easy, and we
live in a world that'’s really
busy these days. | think we
can all agree that it's not a
bad thing. It just can’t
replace the other things.”

Susan Greenberg
a speech pathologist at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles

added sugars or salt may even have advantages over
other processed snacks.

Heidi Martinez, a mother of three in Pittsburg, Calif.,
said she always buys the pouches with at least one vegeta-
ble. As her oldest son goes through “picky stages, I like
that he is still getting some kale and beets,” she said. “I
don’t know that they’re actually healthier, but I feel better
about it.”

At the age of 7, he eats two to three pouches a day.

Manufacturers appeal to parents by marketing a pouch
as “all natural,” “organic” or containing vegetables.

But the advertising on the front of a pouch doesn’t nec-
essarily reflect what’s inside. A green pouch advertised as
broccoli-pear might turn out to be little more than pear
puree. And a pouch labeled something like turkey dinner
“might be applesauce with a whisper of turkey,” Young
said. “And there’s nothing wrong with applesauce. But
there is something wrong when you think you’re feeding
your child turkey.”

Parents of picky eaters may be particularly vulnerable
to this kind of marketing.

“It’s kind of the perfect storm, when the child is transi-

tioning to solids and trying new foods,” said Fran Flem-
ing-Milici, director of marketing initiatives at the Rudd
Center for Food Policy and Health at the University of
Connecticut. “You’re not sure of the nutrition that the
child is getting.”

Martinez said the real appeal, however, is the pouch
itself. She considers pouches to be in the same category
as a smoothie or yogurt, but in an easy to-go form.

The slippery slope of sweet, smooth purees

The early years of a child’s life are crucial for devel-
oping lifelong healthy eating habits. Babies are born with
a preference for sweet foods, said Jill Castle, a pediatric
dietitian in Massachusetts and author of the book “Kids
Thrive at Every Size.” Typically, a child must be repeat-
edly introduced to various foods to get them used to dif-
ferent textures and flavors, such as the taste of vegeta-
bles.

Fruit puree can disguise the taste of vegetables, rein-
forcing sweetness, Castle said.

If a child’s diet consists mostly of pouches, “when you
actually give them chopped-up carrot and peas that roll
around the plate, they’re not used to that at all,” and may
refuse it, said Daisy Coyle, who researches pouches at the
George Institute for Global Health in Sydney, Australia.

Ideally, lumpy textures should be introduced as early
as possible so the child can learn to use their tongue and
jaw to manipulate and swallow food, a process that re-
quires 30 different muscles to work together, said Susan
Greenberg, a speech pathologist at Children’s Hospital
Los Angeles.

“We think it’s a natural process, but it’s like learning to
walk,” she said.

A variety of textures is also crucial to developing a
child’s long-term food preferences.

“If you prolong purees and don’t introduce lumpy foods
by 10 months, we have evidence that by 15 months and

SEE POUCH ON PAGE 33
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By about 12 months old, children typically do not need purees. If purees are prolonged, a child may refuse fruits
and vegetables in other forms and also may not learn how to use his or her jaw and tongue properly.

Pouch: Dietitian says the products need more
transparent advertising and healthier ingredients

FROM PAGE 32
even 7 years, it influences food acceptance,” Green-
berg said.

The full sensory experience of eating food is also
important, she added — getting messy and using
spoons, fingers and tiny fists to squish food and smear
on a high chair and face.

Dentists also have concerns about what pouches
mean for oral hygiene. Dr. Francisco Ramos-Gomez,
director of the UCLA Center for Children’s Oral
Health, said the way purees such as applesauce stick
to the teeth is different from eating an actual apple,
and it sits on a child’s teeth before being washed. This
prolonged exposure increases the acidity of the mouth,
erodes the teeth and causes cavities.

But it’s all a matter of moderation, Greenberg said.
“Pouches are easy, and we live in a world that’s really
busy these days. I think we can all agree that it’s not a
bad thing. It just can’t replace the other things.”

Do toddlers really need special food?

By about 12 months old, typically developing chil-
dren do not need pureed food.

“It was always a goal to get kids off of purees by 9
months and get them onto table food,” Castle said. “By
1 year, you’re sitting at the table with your family, and
you’re eating what the whole family is eating.”

Toddlers and young children can eat most anything
that an adult can eat, as long as it’s cut or prepared in a
way that’s appropriate for their eating skills and
doesn’t make it a choking hazard.

But brands have invented a whole new, lucrative
category of toddler foods, from pouches and teething
crackers to bars and puffs, Fleming-Milici said.

The major pouch manufacturers — including Ger-
ber, Plum Organics and Happy Family Organics — did
not respond to requests for comment from The Times.

In the past 12 months, American families have spent
more than $466 million on baby food pouches, accord-
ing to data from the market research firm NIQ.

The ‘Wild West’ of the baby food aisle

As opposed to the tightly regulated U.S. infant for-
mula sector, baby and toddler foods do not have their
own special marketing and production rules; they are
subject to the same requirements as adult foods.

“The baby food market is like the Wild West,” Castle
said.

The World Health Organization has its own non-
binding set of standards for baby food, which included
limits on fat, sugar and sodium. It also requires clear
labeling of ingredients and prohibits the use of health,
nutrition and marketing claims on the packaging.

A study by Coyle this year published in the journal
Nutrients found 60% of the baby or toddler food prod-
ucts for sale at the top 10 grocery stores in the U.S.
failed to meet the WHO nutritional recommendations.
Almost all packages included at least one prohibited
marketing claim, and some had as many as 11.

Earlier this year, the FDA recalled 3 million cinna-
mon applesauce pouches that contained extremely
high levels of lead, after dozens of children across the
United States were found to be suffering from lead
poisoning. The FDA does not currently set heavy-
metal limits or require baby food manufacturers to
test for them.

“We really need to have some U.S.-based regula-
tions, or decide we’re following the World Health Or-
ganization’s regulations. But there needs to be more
tight control,” Castle said. “These are some of our
youngest, most vulnerable members of our popula-
tion.”

Instead of blaming families for overusing pouches,
she said, new regulations, healthier ingredients that
target key nutrients and more transparent advertising
are needed.

“Even just having more pouches that are predomi-
nantly veggie based and less sweet would be a really
positive change,” she said.

How to see through marketing pitches

To select the healthiest pouches, nutritionist Young
recommends ignoring the advertising on the front of
the package — including the name of the product.

Instead, flip to the back, where the ingredients are
listed in order of how much is in the package, and look
for pouches that list the veggies first.

A pouch that lists apple first probably will be mostly
applesauce.

Beth Saltz, a pediatric dietitian in Woodland Hills,
Calif., said a general rule of thumb is to make sure that
all of the ingredients listed could be sold in the grocery
store. If the ingredients include things such as “orga-
nic tapioca starch” or “pea protein isolate,” or even
natural coloring, you might reconsider.

“A little toddler does not need those,” she said.

THE MEAT AND
POTATOES OF LIFE

Lisa Smith Molinari

Could what I think put
my spouse in the clink?

I never considered myself an old-fashioned Navy wife,
showing up at command events with my signature chicken
fricassee casserole, clutching my husband’s arm and my
pearls. However, unlike many modern military spouses, I've
never been one to express my political opinions publicly.

I haven’t put a political candidate’s election sign in my
yard or campaign bumper sticker on my car. I don’t post,
share or comment on political memes on social media. I've
never attended a political rally or debate. And I haven’t yet
contributed to any political campaigns.

One may assume that I'm a wishy-washy wimp who’s
afraid to take a side, but this couldn’t be further from the
truth. I have very strong political beliefs that I've been hon-
ing since I first voted in 1992. I know exactly who I'm voting
for in the upcoming election, and why.

Don’t ask me, because I’ll never tell. Why? Not entirely
sure, but I'd be lying if I said that being a Navy wife hasn’t
affected my willingness to share my political preferences.

Back in the days when I was still trying to figure out how
much to tip the baggers at the commissary, my husband said,
“Whoever wins the election will end up being my boss, so I
keep my political opinions to myself.”

He didn’t cite DOD 1344.10, a detailed directive prohib-
iting members of the U.S. Armed Forces (including military
retirees) from participating in a long list of partisan political
activities. Nor did he serve me with 10 U.S.C. 888, Article 88,
which states, “Any commissioned officer who uses contemp-
tuous words against the President, the Vice President, Con-
gress, the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of a military
department, the Secretary of Homeland Security ... shall be
punished as a court-martial may direct.”

I don’t need legal citations to understand that, if my hus-
band took a public political stance, it could get him in big
trouble. Even though these laws don’t apply to me, my hus-
band and I have adopted a policy to protect his job: We don’t
discuss political preferences outside the family.

But then, as our nation creeps closer to the election, the
pressure to voice opinions building like the steam in a pres-
sure cooker, leaving me waffling. I began to wonder, is our
long-standing family policy antiquated?

I decided to take a deeper dive into the legal implications
for military families. Although DOD 1344.10 and Article 88
apply to military members only, spouses who are unit volun-
teers can’t engage in partisan political activities while volun-
teering or use their volunteer positions, email accounts or
social media platforms for partisan political purposes. Also,
partisan political activities of military spouses who are feder-
al employees are restricted under the Hatch Act.

Additionally, military spouses could get their service
members into hot water if they use certain spouse-shared
spaces to engage in political activities, such as soliciting
votes or campaign contributions for a particular candidate
on a shared social media account, posting political campaign
signs bigger than bumper stickers on shared vehicles or
outside of shared base houses, or sending email blasts dis-
paraging the president from shared email accounts.

Military members may take an oath that justifies curtail-
ing their free speech, but military spouses make no such
promises and may therefore not be silenced. Regardless, the
unique nature of military marriage requires that spouses
apply common sense when exercising their First Amend-
ment rights.

Milspouses, feel free to shout your politics from the moun-
taintops, just do so while protecting your service member
partners from unintended negative consequences. And for
those spouses like me, there’s no shame in remaining silent
about the upcoming election, as long as you’re reserving
your political expression for the voting booth.

Read more at themeatandpotatoesoflife.com and in Lisa’s book, “The Meat and Potatoes of
Life: My True Lit Com.” Email: meatandpotatoesoflife@gmail.com
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NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD

TRIPLE FEATURES
BY JERRY MICCOLIS / EDITED BY JOEL FAGLIANO

Jerry Miccolis is a retired actuary and financial executive who splits his time between the Garden State (Basking Ridge,
N.J.) and the Garden Isle (Kauai, Hawaii). He spends his days as a playwright, math tutor, softball player and volunteer
with NASA’s Solar System Ambassador program. This puzzle’s theme riffs on the same idea as his New York Times
debut of July 17, 2016, which was titled “Double Features.”

ACROSS
1 ““Yikes!”

5 Ttalian sauce whose
name sounds like a
French stew

9 Last word

14 It can bust one’s
bracket

19 Island west of
Komodo National
Park

20 Privy to
21 Call to mind
22 10th of 24

23 Marquee at the
Tri-Plex mistaken
as a promo for . . .
“Godzilla’?

26 ___ Island, designated
historic site for both
New York and New
Jersey

27 Fantasy-football
fodder

28 Something seen
framed in a Zoom
background, perhaps

29 Honors for David
Beckham and
Leona Lewis: Abbr.

31 Bandmate of Keith
for 60-plus years

32 Hasten, old-style
34 Rival of Forbes

35 Futuristic
microscopic machine

37 ...“E.T,the
Extra-Terrestrial’’?

43 Essen exclamations

45 Bile

46 Band whose name
is sometimes
rendered with a
backward B

47 Grave words?

48 ““While I nodded
nearly napping,
suddenly there came
a tapping’’ poet

49 ___ alai
50 Sam who directed
“‘Spider-Man”’

52 D-Day craft: Abbr.

53 With 112-Down,
a small laugh

54 ... *Independence
Day’’?

59 Having had a few
bites, say

60 What this is

61 Mediterranean
condiment

62 ““Mon [

63 Liturgical vestment

65 Center

67 Atsea

71 Suitor of Christine in
““The Phantom of the
Opera™

73 Kind of shell
that’s easily broken

74 Novelist whose name
is synonymous
with nightmarish
absurdity

75 ... “‘Rush Hour’’?

81 ““Devilish”’
cartoon character

82 Publishing V.I.P.s

83 Like golden eagles
vis-a-vis bald eagles,
in the United States

84 Unsafe?

85 Modern H.R. initiative

GUNSTON STREET

86 Bryn Mawr grad, e.g.

88 Nag

89 Connections

90 One in aline
at a grocery store

91 ... “Insomnia’’?

96 Person with
attachment issues,
perhaps

97 ““The StrifeIs
the Battle Done™”
(hymn)

98 Detergent brand

99 Baja resort town,
familiarly

101 ____ Sidle, longtime
role on “‘C.S.I.”’

102 Moving-day leftovers

104 Overseas refusals

108 Holding nothing
back

110 ... **Sex and the City’’? 75

113 “Welcome™’
introduction?

114 Texas A&M athlete

115 Girl’s name that
sounds like two
adjacent letters

116 Singer Horne
117 Mount

118 Detritus at the
bottom
of a bag of bagels

119 Variety

120 Novelist Johnson
who won the 2012
Pulitzer Prize for
fiction

DOWN

1 Subsides

2 Walk way?

3 Aquarium growth

4 ““Check it out, man!”’

5 Narrow inlet
6 Antonio Lopez de

Santa , three-time
president of Mexico

7 Finally saw through
a deception

8 Emasculates
9 Ward (off)
10 E.R. lines

110%

12 Japanese art of
flower arrangement

13 Star in Venus’s orbit?
14 Island strings

15 Ingredient in some
lipsticks, pizza

dough and biodiesel
16 Cause of a hung jury

17 Larger-than-life

18 Assignment
24 “‘Really?”’

Marine menace
30 Sensitive subject

33 Pioneering computer
36 Harsh
37 From what place

38 Actor-turned-
policeman Estrada

39 Jazz singer Cleo

40 Some PCs

41 Ending with teen

42 “That’sa___!”’ 58 Seasoned rice dish
(chemist’s punny 63 Listing agent’s
observation) condition

43 Garden invader 64 Voting day: Abbr.

44 Raccoon relative 65 Feature of some

49 Partner of pride English gardens

50 Small brook 66 ““Happy Birthday™

writer, sometimes

68 Athlete’s out-
of-character

51 Illness with chills
52 Island rings

55 Roil performance, say
56 Give a lecture, say 69 Lift-ticket purchaser
57 Sported 70 Unspoken

TRICK OR TREAT!

WHAT IN THE WORLD

IT 6OT A LOT
MORE LAUGHS

72 Word after
hidden or political

73 Calorie-rich cake
74 Apt name for

a veterinarian
75 Ankle bones
76 Sky shade

77 Claim on an egg
carton

78 Woodworking tool

79 Tennille of
Captain & Tennille

81 Shooting marble

87 Aide- (mnemonic
device)

88 Nobility
89 “‘Let’s do this thing!”’
90 Creator of colorful

100 Quite often
102 Sweeties, informally
103 Barbershop sound

105 Barely made, with
“‘out

106 Poke-bowl ingredient

25

crafts :
92 Woolly pack animals 107 Overcommunicate,
93 Origin say
94 Hexad 109 ____ Low, famed
95 Rubik of puzzle-cube English pirate
fame 111Secreted

80 Charlotte (dessert) 99 Coral islets

112 See 53-Across

TRUMP
SUPPORTER.

IN 2016...

“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and online at gunstonstreet.com.
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The story of the U.S. military’s role
in Afghanistan, as seen through
the eyes of Stars and Stripes
journalists covering America’s
longest war.
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An embrace of
the slightly off

Songwriter Amy Allen has a knack of helping
pop stars write lyrics that reflect themselves

By MikaeL Woob
Los Angeles Times

s a songwriting student

at Boston’s Berklee

College of Music in the

mid-2010s, Amy Allen
had a teacher whose ideas about
lyrics included the conviction that
words must not be improperly
stressed. Among the instructor’s
object lessons: Katy Perry’s 2013
single “Unconditionally,” in
which Perry puts the emphasis on
that word’s fourth syllable — “un-
con-di-tion-al-ly” — in order to
ride the song’s throbbing groove.

“This teacher said, “You should
never do that,”” Allen recalls. “But
I was like, I think people love
when you do that because it’s
weird and funny and hooky. It
makes you remember the song
more because it’s not correct.”

Turns out Allen was right about
being wrong: Nine years after she
graduated from Berklee to be-
come a professional songwriter in
Los Angeles, Allen, 32, has built a
career penning idiosyncratic pop
hits that people — many millions
of them — can’t stop listening to.

Since 2018, she’s helped create
half a dozen top 10 singles for the
likes of Harry Styles (“Adore
You”), Tate McRae (“Greedy”)
and Halsey (“Without Me”); re-
cently, three separate songs she
cowrote for Sabrina Carpenter’s
“Short n’ Sweet” album have been
lodged near the top of Billboard’s
Hot 100, including “Espresso,”
which has racked up more than 1.4
billion streams on Spotify, and
“Please Please Please,” which
reached No. 1 in just its second
week on the chart.

Allen’s writerly eccentricities
vary from song to song. Some-
times it’s a daffy, hard-to-parse
turn of phrase like “That’s that me
espresso”’; sometimes it’s an unex-
pected burst of profanity like the
“motherf—" Carpenter drops in
“Please Please Please.” In “Lie to
Girls,” another song from “Short
n’ Sweet” — Allen is credited on
all 12 of the LP’s tracks — it’s the
jolting honesty of a painful roman-
tic confession: “You don’t have to
lie to girls,” Carpenter tells a guy
she knows is no good for her, “If
they like you, they’ll just lie to
themselves.” (So much resigna-
tion, so few words.)

Stylistically, too, the songs Allen
writes can end up all over the
place, from “Espresso’s” fizzy dis-
co to “Adore You’s” humid soul-
rock to whatever it is that’s hap-

pening in the twangy and twin-
kling “Please Please Please.” In
September, she released a self-ti-
tled album of her own, with her
breathy vocals against atmo-
spheric indie-folk arrangements a
la Boygenius or Lizzy McAlpine.
She can even do country music, as
in the handful of tunes she co-
wrote for the latest album by Tex-
as singer Koe Wetzel.

What connects all of her work is
an embrace of the just slightly off
that gives the music an intimate
sense of personality — Allen’s,
yes, but more so that of the artist
performing the song. To listen to a
tune she helped compose is to be-
lieve that the singer in question is
the only person who could have
sung it.

“‘Espresso’ and ‘Please Please
Please’ and ‘Slim Pickins,’ they’re
so authentic to who Sabrina is,”
Allen says. “She talks exactly the
way she writes.”

Now, following a month atop the
Billboard 200, “Short n’ Sweet” is
expected to land high on the
Grammy Awards ballot when
nominations are announced Nov.
8; Allen herself could score a nod
for songwriter of the year — her
second time in that category after
her work with Styles, Lizzo and
Charli XCX earned her a nomina-
tion in 2023.

“Amy’s the first ask for anybody
in pop right now,” says Julian Bu-
netta, who produced “Espresso”
and has also crafted hits for One
Direction and Teddy Swims.
“When you go on a run like the one
she’s been on, it’s like there’s a
cosmic alignment between what-
ever she’s doing and whatever the
world is looking for.”

Indeed, Allen’s success is part
of alarger shift in pop music away
from perfect polish and toward li-
felike mess.

“The days of a pop song that
could go to 10 different artists are
gone,” Allen says. “It used to be
that you’d write something gener-
ic enough that it could fit for A, B,
C or D. Now each song has to be
tailored specifically to the artist —
it has to really come from them.”

Allen figures the pandemic led
many stars to become more in-
volved in songwriting after their
touring plans were called off; she
says social media plays a role too
in that artists are “always talking
to their fans in real time” about
their lives. “Your music has to
mirror that, or else what are you
doing?”

TNS

Amy Allen, shown at the Grammy Awards in 2023, helped write the
lyrics of some of the hits currently on Billboard’s Hot 100 chart.

Reynolds, McElhenney
buy Wrexham brewery

Ryan Reynolds and Rob McEl-
henney have bought another piece
of Wrexham — its brewery.

Four years after their out-of-
the-blue purchase of Wrexham’s
struggling soccer team, the Holly-
wood celebrities have further in-
vested in the city in north Wales by
becoming co-owners of Wrexham
Lager. The brewery, which is one
of the soccer team’s sponsors, was
founded in 1882 and says it is the
oldest British lager brewery still
in existence.

The presence of Reynolds and
McElhenney will boost Wrexham
Lager’s efforts to expand its inter-
national production and distribu-
tion.

“As co-chairmen of Wrexham
AFC, we have learned a lot,” Rey-
nolds and McElhenney said in a
statement. “The connection be-
tween club and community, the in-
tricacies of the offside rule and the
occasional need for beer — espe-
cially after finance meetings.

“Wrexham Lager has a 140-
year-old recipe and a storied his-
tory, and we're excited to help
write its next chapter.”

The brewery didn’t disclose fi-
nancial details, but said Reynolds
and McElhenney have a majority
stake.

Wrexham Lager said the acqui-
sition was made by Red Dragon
Ventures, a joint venture formed
by Reynolds and McElhenney and
the New York-based Allyn family
— which on Wednesday became a
minority investor in Wrexham’s
soccer team.

Since taking charge of the club
following a $2.5 million purchase
in late 2020, Reynolds and McEI-
henney have overseen Wrex-
ham’s rise up English soccer’s
league system. Wrexham has
achieved back-to-back promo-
tions and now plays in third-tier
League One.

Wrexham has been further
thrust into the global conscious-
ness by Reynolds and McElhen-
ney launching a fly-on-the-wall
TV series — “Welcome to Wrex-
ham.” It has helped to boost
tourism and trade in the city, with
Wrexham Lager among the busi-
nesses gaining visibility through
the show.

The Roberts family, which re-
vived Wrexham Lager in 2011 af-
ter production stopped in 2000,
will remain a co-owner of the
brewery alongside Reynolds and
McElhenney.

Other news

B The Grammys will have a
new broadcast home on ABC
starting in 2027. The network and
the Recording Academy an-
nounced Wednesday that they had
signed a 10-year deal to broadcast
the Grammys beginning in 2027.
CBS has aired the Grammys since
1973. The deal also calls for the
Grammys to be streamed on Hulu
and Disney+.

The Associated Press
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Judge accused of killing

wife released on hail
c LOS ANGELES — A
California judge

charged with murder in the death
of his wife has been released from
jail on $2 million bail.

Orange County Superior Court
Judge Jeffrey Ferguson was re-
leased last Friday from the custo-
dy of the Los Angeles County Sher-
iff’s Department, online jail rec-
ords show.

Ferguson, 74, was taken back in-
to custody in September after the
judge overseeing his case deter-
mined that he lied about drinking
alcohol while he was out on bail.

Ferguson pleaded not guilty last
year to murder in the shooting
death of his wife, Sheryl Ferguson,
which his lawyer at the time said
was accidental. Authorities said
the couple had been arguing in Au-
gust 2023 and Ferguson had been
drinking when he pulled a pistol
from an ankle holster and shot her
in the chest.

State reassures after
putting passwords online

c DENVER — Voting

system passwords
were mistakenly put on the Col-
orado Secretary of State’s website
for several months before being
spotted and taken down, but the
lapse did not pose an immediate
threat to the upcoming election,
said state election officials Tues-
day.

The passwords were only one of
two that are needed to access any
component of Colorado’s voting
systems, and are just one part of a
layered security system, said Jack
Todd, spokesperson for the Secre-
tary of State’s office, in a state-
ment. The two passwords are
“kept in separate places and held
by different parties,” he said.

“This is not a security threat,”
said Colorado Secretary of State
Jena Griswold in an interview on
9News on Tuesday evening. She
said heroffice isinvestigating, that
not all of the passwords in the
spreadsheet were active and there
isnoreason to believe there’s been
a security breach.

Griswold said workers are
changing passwords, looking atac-
cess logs and chain of custody
books.

The error has brought criticism
from the chairman of the Colorado
Republican Party at a time of
heightened scrutiny of the coun-
try’s election systems.

Pot enforcement law is
ruled unconstitutional

NEW YORK — A law
that New York City has
relied on to padlock scores of sus-
pected unlicensed marijuana
shops is unconstitutional because
it violates the rights of store own-
ers, ajudge ruled Tuesday.
Mayor Eric Adams’ administra-
tion moved immediately to appeal,
saying the city had successfully
shut down more than 1,200 illegal

Perspective on the water

CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP

A man kayaks in Shawnee, Kan., a Kansas City suburb that branches of the Oregon and Santa Fe trails traveled through in the mid 19th century.

shops in a crackdown on the thou-
sands of stores that opened with-
out a license after the state legal-
ized recreational use of the drug.

The ruling was made in the case
of a Queens business padlocked in
September following an inspec-
tion by the sheriff’s office that
found suspected cannabis and
cannabis products for sale without
alicense.

New powers passed in the state
budget earlier this year gave local
authorities the ability to inspect
and immediately shut down sus-
pected illegal stores while admin-
istrative hearings play out. But the
final decision remains with the
sheriff’s office, meaning it can
keep a store closed even if a hear-
ing officer recommends other-
wise.

That’s what happened in the
Queens case.

Musk wins court victory in
a dispute over "18 post

NEW ORLEANS — A

federal agency was
wrong to order that Tesla CEO
Elon Musk delete a 2018 social
media post that union leaders saw
as a threat to employee stock op-
tions, a sharply divided federal ap-
peals court has ruled.

The case involved a post made
onwhatwas thenknown as Twitter
during United Auto Workers orga-
nizing efforts at a Tesla facility in
Fremont, Calif. The post was made
years before Musk bought the plat-
form, now known as X, in 2022.

On May 20, 2018, Musk tweeted:
“Nothing stopping Tesla team at
our car plant from voting union.
Could do so tmrw if they wanted.
But why pay union dues and give
up stock options for nothing? Our
safety record is 2X better than
when plant was UAW & everybody
already gets healthcare.”

The National Labor Relations
Board said it was an illegal threat.
After Tesla appealed, three judges
onthe Sth U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in New Orleans upheld that
decision,aswell asarelated NLRB
order that Tesla rehire a fired em-
ployee, with back pay.

But Tesla sought a rehearing,
and the full Sth Circuit later threw
out the earlier decision and voted
to hear the matter again. In an opi-
nion dated Oct. 25, the judges split
9-8 in favor of Tesla and Musk.

$607M not available to
students with disabilities

AUSTIN — Texas is

clawing back more
than $607 million per year in fed-
eral funding for special education
services, a move local school dis-
trict officials say will likely worsen
already strained budgets for stu-
dents with disabilities.

The School Health and Related
Services (SHARS) program pro-
vides hundreds of school districts
critical funding for special educa-
tion services, reimbursing them
for counseling, nursing, therapy
and transportation services pro-
vided to Medicaid-eligible chil-

dren.

More than 775,000 students re-
ceive special education services in
Texas, according to the Texas
Education Agency. Itisnotasclear
how many of them are eligible for
Medicaid, though school district
officials say many of the kids who
directly benefit from SHARS
come from low-income families.

But in the last year, the Texas
Health and Human Services Com-
mission, which manages the pro-
gram at the state level, began im-
posing strict limitations on the
types of services for which school
districtsare able torequestfederal
reimbursement. The changes
have accumulated into a $607 mil-
lion slashing to the money school
districts typically expect to re-
ceive under SHARS per year, ac-
cording to health agency esti-
mates.

Mistrial in case of man
accused of killing sheriff

A TUSKEGEE — The
capital murder trial of a
man accused of killing an Alabama
sheriffended in amistrial Tuesday
after jurors told a judge that they
were unable to reach a verdict.
Jurors, who previously indicat-
ed they were at an impasse, told
thejudge that they remained dead-
locked Tuesday morning, WSFA-
TV reported. Judge Bert Rice de-
clared a mistrial. A new trial will
be held at a later date.
William Chase Johnson is
charged with capital murder for

the Nov. 23,2019, shooting death of
Lowndes County Sheriff John Wil-
liams.

Williams had gone to a gas sta-
tion in Hayneville to disperse a
crowd. Itis not disputed that John-
son shot the sheriff. But defense
lawyers maintain that Johnson
acted in self-defense and did not
know that Williams, who was notin
uniform, was the sheriff.

Jurors had the option of return-
ing a verdict on charges of murder
or manslaughter.

‘Halloween comet’ breaks
apart after trip near sun

D WASHINGTON — A

recently  discovered
comet that some stargazers had
hoped to see during Halloween
week has disintegrated before the
day of ghosts and ghouls.

NASA confirmed Tuesday its
sun-observing spacecraft cap-
tured the moment when the comet
Atlas broke into chunks this week
as it passed close to the sun.

Astronomers have been track-
ing the so-called Halloween co-
met, also known as C/2024 S1,
since it was discovered in Septem-
ber by a telescope in Hawaii. As it
raced toward the sun, a space ob-
servatory operated by NASA and
the European Space Agency spied
its demise.

The comet is thought to be part
of a family of comets that pass in-
credibly close to the sun.

From wire reports
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SARGE TREATS HIS
DOG BETTER THAN
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OPINION

North Korea troop deal exposes Putin’s weakness

By JAMES STAVRIDIS
Bloomberg Opinion
ladimir Putin is suffering grievous
manpower losses as a result of his
illegal and immoral invasion of Uk-
raine. He has lost around 200,000
killed, double that number wounded, and at
least 500,000 young men fleeing the Russian
Federationtoavoid the draft: abutcher’sbill of
over amillion.

As a result, he is turning to international
sources of additional manpower— Chechens,
Cubans, and, most recently and dramatically,
North Koreans. At least 10,000 North Korean
foot soldiers are headed to the battlefields of
Ukraine tofightand diein a cause that mustbe
utterly bewildering for them. They will be
strangers in a strange land indeed, and you
can bet Kim Jong Un is holding their families
hostage to prevent desertions. Many North
Korean soldiers will die and some will desert
despite the consequences, but their military
impact will likely be insignificant.

In exchange, Kim will probably receive
new advanced technology: better satellites,
more precise ballistic missile guidance sys-
tems, nuclear weapons advice and more re-
fined cyber tools. This will threaten South Ko-
rea — which is objecting vociferously. Of
course, the U.S. agrees with that assessment
and will condemn both Russia and North Ko-
rea. But we should understand that this trans-
action is clearly an indication of Russian
weakness, not strength. Putin has been essen-
tially forced to solicit a bargain with his fellow
dictator in the isolated Hermit Kingdom.
What does it mean for global geopolitics?

Stepping back from the tactical impact,
which will become clear as the winter unfolds,
there is a larger strategic point to be made
about Russia’s declining place in the interna-
tional world. As John McCain said a decade
ago, “Russiaisagasstationmasqueradingasa

country.” Meaning its economy is a one-trick
pony, or perhaps a two-trick pony if you count
oil and gas.

Russia is now expending over 30% of gross
domestic product on military spending (hard-
ly aninvestmentinadiversified economy);it’s
under major sanctions from nations repre-
senting over half of the world’s GDP and has
around $300 billion in assets frozen in western
banks, which will likely end up reconstructing
Ukraine. Withamajorbrain drainasthe smart
young males and their partners flee the draft,
ithasademographic problem of the first order
asthe population continues to age and decline.

And despite Putin’s apparent iron grip on
power, consider this: A hundred years ago, an-
other Russian autocrat thought he had aniron
grip on power — control of the diplomatic
corps, all branches of the military, the secret
service, the elites of the nobility, everything
that mattered. That was Nicholas II, the last
czar. He and his family were executed in a
dirty basement in the Urals. Just a summer
ago, Yevgeny Prigozhin, leader of the feared
and powerful Wagner Group and former Pu-
tinchef, staged arebellion thatled his forcesto
the outskirtsof Moscow beforeitbecame clear
that the Russian Air Force wouldn’t support
him. He was ultimately executed by a “myste-
rious” explosion of his private jet between
Moscow and St. Petersburg. The lesson of his
rebellion is clear: While Putin appears to have
control, the forces of opposition — on both the
liberal and conservative fronts — are always
on aslow boil. Such is Russia.

Forthe West, thereal concern,of course,isa
nuclear arsenal of roughly 5,600 warheads.
During the turbulent period following the fall
of the Berlin Wall, there were serious worries
about the centrifugal forces pulling apart the
Russian Federation — the core of the old
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

The best course of action for the West

should include remaining deeply mindful of
Putin’s nuclear arsenal. It should also include
concern about where those weapons end up in
a chaotic endgame following a messy regime
change in Moscow. That means we need to be
doing a deep dive on prospective replace-
ments for the current czar, requiring good sig-
nalsand humanintelligence as close as we can
gettothe courtof Putin. Ourability to track nu-
clear weapons in the case of Russian chaos is
important — something we developed at the
end of the Cold War but has atrophied now.

It also means strengthening the NATO alli-
ance, which collectively remains the best bul-
wark to further Russian decline and chaos.
Ensuring that Ukraine has apath to fullNATO
membership, probably with a ‘“halfway
house” of strong security guarantees, is im-
portant in the face of potential Russian col-
lapse. All of this, of course, will be dependent
on the next occupant of the White House. If
Team Trump takes power, their well-known
skepticism over NATO and affinity for Putin
will make this more difficult.

All of thisis deeply unsettling and full of bad
choices. Is it better to see Russia collapse and
Putin be overthrown, but with a chaotic land-
scape and loose nukes? Or to see Putin remain
in control to continue to threaten Ukraine,
Georgia, Moldova, Estonia and other Euro-
pean countries? No good answers, but it clear-
ly makes sense to prepare for the full spec-
trum of outcomes, especially as we watch Rus-
siaflail in Ukraine and recruit North Koreans
for their fight. Not a good sign of a stable regi-
me, tosay the least. We should be prepared for
a wide range of endgames, including a rapid
collapse of a rotten regime in Moscow.

James Stavridis is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist, a retired U.S.
Navy admiral, former supreme allied commander of NATO, and
dean emeritus of the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at
Tufts University. This column does not necessarily reflect the
opinion of the editorial board or Bloomberg LP and its owners.

Read my lips: Don’t make promises you can’t keep

By GARRETT M. GRAFF
Special to The Washington Post

on’t be fooled by the inflatable

lawn ornaments — it might look

like Halloween, but thisisactually

an ever-scarier time of year: It’s
promise-making season, when candidates are
making all sorts of crazy, unkeepable vows
aboutwhatthey’lldo—and won’t do—ifelect-
ed. Inevitably, though, when the winners set-
tle into their new job, some will realize they’ve
made promises they can’t keep.

That’s a dangerous moment for any leader.
Oncetrustislostinpubliclife,it’shard towinit
back.

There is surely no more infamous broken
promise than President George H.W. Bush’s
pledge, “Read my lips: No new taxes.” The
pledge came in Bush’s 1988 nomination ac-
ceptance speech, but it had been long contro-
versial inside Bush’s team.

John Sununu, Bush’s first White House
chief of staff, recently told me the pledge was
toospecific fromthe start. Even though Bush’s
first budget in 1989 upheld the pledge, Demo-
crats controlled Congress and were eager to
raise taxes and fees amid the spiraling budget
deficits of the late 1980s. In 1990, Bush an-
nounced his reversal.

Then, in 1990, Saddam Hussein invaded
Kuwait and Bush felt enormous pressure to
seal abudget deal as the nation headed to war.
Ultimately, Bush and congressional Demo-
crats settled on a plan that raised the top in-

come tax rate to 31%, boosted the gas tax and
eliminated some deductions for upperincome
households. Most Americans saw little
change in their tax burdens.

But Bush’s pledge had been unequivocal;
the New York Post’s headline was brutal:
“Readmy Lips...ILied!” Thebroken promise
helped propel populist Pat Buchanan into the
1992 GOP primary race — a challenge from
which Bush never really recovered.

The risks of course correction are hardly
limited to politics — when corporate leaders
need to own up to poor choices, it pays to do it
fast. Both Delta Air Lines and American Air-
lines reversed course after facing withering
criticism for making changes to frequent-flier
programs, but how they responded made a
huge difference in the damage. Delta began
reversing course in about a month; its busi-
ness weathered the customer backlash well
and its stock is up about 35% since the changes
were announced last year. American stuck by
its decision for months, even as customer pro-
testsmounted. The airline cutits earnings pro-
jection by hundreds of millions of dollars; its
second quarter net income this year fell by
nearly half. “We’ve dug ourselves a hole,”
chief executive Robert Isom said in May.

Chip Wade found himself in one such hole
when he was president of Danny Meyer’s res-
taurant empire, Union Square Hospitality
Group. Meyer had announced that his restau-
rants would implement a “no tipping” policy
in 2015, hoping to balance the wages between

the kitchen staff and the waitstaff. Meyer
started a program that raised prices on menus
but aimed to keep the overall cost of ameal the
same. It was a groundbreaking move, but by
the time Wade came aboard in 2019, it wasn’t
working for the staff or for the customers.

Wade saw that some of the Meyer chain’s
mostexperienced servershadleftafterno-tip-
ping began, and that guests still balked at me-
nu prices that appeared to be 20% higher than
similar restaurants that still ran on tips.

In2020, UnionSquare didn’tsomuchaspull
a U-turn as it made an adjustment. To Wade,
the original pledge was about fairly compen-
sating the employees who contributed toares-
taurant’s success. So, when it ended the “no
tipping” plan, the company started a revenue
sharing program based on such factors ashow
many hours someone worked, that paid out
weekly and helped ensurekitchenstaffs didn’t
feel left behind. Four years in, Wade says,
“that revenue sharing program is working ex-
tremely well.”

Looking back at Bush’s impossible 1988
vow, Sununu, 85, offered this advice: When
leaders make a promise or a pledge, it’s best to
be specific—and stillleave some room forma-
neuvering. That way, the ambiguity is clear —
and no one has to read, much less interpret,
anyone’slips.

Garrett M. Graff, a Post contributing columnist writing about
leadership, is a journalist, historian and author of nine books,
including “Watergate: A New History.”
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Wednesday’s scores

SOUTH

Jacksonville St. 31, Liberty 21
W. Kentucky 31, Kennesaw St. 14

Schedule
Friday’s games
EAST

Yale (4-2) at Columbia (4-2)
Georgia St. (2-5) at Uconn (5-3)

SOUTH
South Florida (3-4) at FAU (2-5)
FAR WEST
San Diego St. (3-4) at Boise St. (6-1)
Saturday’s games
EAST

Mercyhurst (2-6) at Duquesne (5-2)
Wagner (4-5) at CCSU (3-5)

Merrimack (4-4) at Robert Morris (5-3)
Ohio St. (6-1) at Penn St. (7-0

Virginia Tech (5-3) at Syracuse (5-2)

Air Force (1-6) at Army (7-0)

Penn (2-4) at Brown (3-3)

Lehigh (4-3) at Georgetown (5-3)
Delaware St. (1-7) at Howard (3-5)
l\ilonmouth (NJ) (4-4) at Rhode Island

Norfolk St. (3-6) at Morgan St. (3-5)

Lafayette (4-4) at Bucknell (3-5)

Stonehill (1-6) at St. Francis (Pa.) (2-6)
(3Nt§w Hampshire (4-4) at Albany (NY)

-5

Stony Brook (6-2) at Bryant (2-6)

Cornell (2-4) at Princeton (2-4)

Colgate (2-6) at Fordham (0-8)

Harvard (5-1) at Dartmouth (6-0)

Louisiana-Monroe (5-2) at Marshall (4-3)

SOUTH

Stanford (2-6) at NC State (4-4)
Duke (6-2) at Miami (8-0)
Vanderbilt (5-3) at Auburn (3-5)
Villanova (6-2) at Hampton (5-3)
Dayton (5-2) at Presbyterian (3-6)
( Sthhomas (Minn.) (5-3) at Morehead St.
5-3
William & Mary (5-3) at NC A&T (1-7)
Furman (2-5) at VMI (0-8)
Lincoln University (CA) (0-1) at West
Georgia (2-6)
Campbell (3-5) at Elon (2-6)
Towson (4-4) at Richmond (6-2)
Gardner-Webb (2-6) at Charleston
Southern (1-7)
Tulsa (3-5) at UAB (1-6)
( Ol)d Dominion (4-4) at Appalachian St.
3-4
Lindenwood (Mo.) (4-5) at Tennessee
Tech (3-5)
Chattanooga (5-3) at W. Carolina (4-4)
Wofford (3-5) at Samford (3-4)
Southern U. (4-4) at Alabama A&M (3-4)
ETSU (5-3) at Mercer (7-1)
Prairie View (3-5) at MVSU (0-8)
Grambling St. (4-4) at Bethune-Cook-
man (1-7)
Ark.-Pine Bluff (3-5) at Jackson St. (6-2)
Georgia (6-1) vs. Florida (4-3) at Jackson-
ville, Fla.
North Carolina (4-4) at Florida St. (1-7)
Arizona (3-5) at UCF (3-5)
Stephen F. Austin (5-3) at Nicholls (4-4)
Coastal Carolina (4-3) at Troy (1-7)
(41'3e)xas Southern (3-4) at Florida A&M
Umass (2-6) at Mississippi St. (1-7)
Austin Peay (3-5) at North Alabama (3-6)
Alabama St. (4-3) vs. Alcorn St. (4-4) at
Mobile, Ala.
UT Martin (5-3) at Tennessee St. (6-2)
Louisville (5-3) at Clemson (6-1)
Texas A&M (7-1) at South Carolina (4-3)
Georgia Southern (5-3) at South Alaba-
ma (4-4)
Kentucky (3-5) at Tennessee (6-1)
Texas A&M Commerce (1-7) at McNeese
St. (4-5)
MIDWEST

Toledo (5-3) at E. Michigan (5-3)

Northwestern (3-5) at Purdue (1-6)

Buffalo (4-4) at Akron (2-6)

Minnesota (5-3) at lllinois (6-2)

Stetson (2-5) at Butler (6-2)

North Dakota (5-3) at Indiana St. (3-5)

Marist (0-8) at Drake (5-1)

Murray St. (1-7) at S. Dakota St. (6-2)

W. Illinois (3-5) at E. Illinois (1-7)

S. lllinois (2-6) at Missouri St. (6-2)

Youngstown St. (3-6) at lllinois St. (5-3)

Texas Tech (5-3) at lowa St. (7-0)

N. lowa (2-6) at N. Dakota St. (8-1)

Oregon (8-0) at Michigan (5-3)

UCLA (2-5) at Nebraska (5-3)

Indiana (8-0) at Michigan St. (4-4)

Wisconsin (5-3) at lowa (5-3)
SOUTHWEST

Memphis (7-1) at UTSA (3-5)

Mississippi (6-2) at Arkansas (5-3)

Maine (4-4) at Oklahoma (4-4)

Houston Christian (3-5) at Incarnate
Word (6-2)

Middle Tennessee (2-6) at UTEP (1-7)

Kansas St. (7-1) at Houston (3-5)

S. Utah (4-4) at Abilene Christian (5-3)

SE Louisiana (4-5) at Lamar (5-3)

Navy (6-1) at Rice (2-6)

Arizona St. (5-2) at Oklahoma St. (3-5)

E. Kentucky (4-4) at Tarleton St. (7-1)

Pittsburgh (7-0) at SMU (7-1)

TCU (5-3) at Baylor (4-4)

FAR WEST

Weber St. (3-5) at N. Arizona (4-4)
Montana St. (8-0) at E. Washington (2-6)
Davidson (5-3) at San Diego (4-3)
Wyoming (1-7) at New Mexico (3-5)

N. Colorado (1-7) at UC Davis (7-1)

Cent. Arkansas (6-2) at Utah Tech (0-9)
Montana (6-2) at Cal Poly (2-5)

Hawaii (3-5) at Fresno St. (5-3)
Southern Cal (4-4) at Washington (4-4)
Colorado St. (5-3) at Nevada (3-6)
Portland St. (1-6) at Sacramento St. (3-5)

NBA NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division Atlantic Division
W L Pct GB GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 4 1 .800 _ Florida 11 7 3 1 15 38 35
New York 2 2 .500 1%  TampaBay 10 7 3 0 14 39 28
Brooklyn 2 3 .400 2  Toronto 10 5 4 1 11 32 32
Philadelphia 1 3.250 2, Ottawa 9 54 0 10 38 31
Toronto 1 4 .200 3  Buffalo 10 4 5 1 9 32 36
. Detroit 10 4 5 1 9 27 34
Southeast Division Montreal 1045 1 9 29 41
W L Pt GB poston 10 45 1 9 27 34
Orlando 3 2 .600 - Metropolitan Division
Miami 2 2.500 % GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Charlotte 2 2 .500 V2
Washington 2 2 500 N New Jersey 13 7 4 2 16 50 39
Atlanta 2 3 .400 1 N.Y.Rangers 9 6 2 1 13 37 21
. Washington 8 6 2 0 12 31 24
Central Division carolina 8 6 2 0 12 27 19
W L Pct GB Columbus 9 53 1 11 35 25
Cleveland 5 01000 — NY.slanders 10 3 5 2 8 22 29
Chicago 3 2 .60 2 Philadelphia 10 3 6 1 7 29 40
indiana > 3400 3 Pittsburgh 11 3 7 1 7 33 48
Milwaukee 1 3.5 3% WESTERN CONFERENCE
Detroit 1 4 .200 4 Central Division
WESTERN CONFERENCE GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Southwest Division Winnipeg 10 9 1 0 18 46 24
w L Pct GB Dallas 9 7 2 0 14 29 17
Minnesota 9 6 1 2 14 34 24
ailllgfon 2 ;';gg | utah 11 5 4 2 12 34 38
Memphis 5 3 '400 1% St. Louis 10 5 5 0 10 27 34
. Colorado 11 5 6 0 10 38 46
New Orleans 2 3 .400 1% Nashville 9 3 5 17 23 31
San Antonio 1 3 .250 2 :
Chicago 036 1 727 33
Northwest Division Pacific Division
W L Pt 6B GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Oklahoma City 4 01.000 ~  Vegas 11 7 3 1 15 50 34
Denver 22500 2 oangeles 11 6 3 2 14 36 36
Minnesota 22500 2 yancouver 9 4 2 3 11 27 31
Portland 2 3.400 2% geqtple 0 54 1 11 36 30
utah 0 4.000 4 cagary 10 54 111 30 34
Pacific Division Anaheim 9 4 4 1 9 21 25
w L Pct GB Edmonton 10 4 5 1 9 22 35
San Jose 11 2 7 2 6 27 45
Golden State 4 1 .800 - - . -

. Note: Two points for a win, one point for
Phoenix 3 1.750 %2 gyertime loss. Top three teams in each di-
L.A. Lakers 3 2 .600 1 vision and two wild cards per conference
L.A. Clippers 2 2500 1 advancetoplayoffs.

Sacramento 2 2 .500 1% Tuesday’s games

Tuesday’s games

Dallas 120, Minnesota 114

Denver 144, Brooklyn 139, OT
Sacramento 113, Utah 96

Golden State 124, New Orleans 106

Wednesday’s games

Cleveland 134, L.A. Lakers 110
Detroit 105, Philadelphia 95
Charlotte 138, Toronto 133
Washington 133, Atlanta 120
Indiana 135, Boston 132, OT

New York 116, Miami 107
Chicago 102, Orlando 99

Brooklyn 119, Memphis 106
Oklahoma City 105, San Antonio 93
Golden State 104, New Orleans 89
Portland 106, L.A. Clippers 105

Thursday’s games

Milwaukee at Memphis
Houston at Dallas

San Antonio at Utah
Phoenix at L.A. Clippers

Friday’s games

Boston at Charlotte

New York at Detroit
Orlando at Cleveland
Chicago at Brooklyn

L.A. Lakers at Toronto
Sacramento at Atlanta
Indiana at New Orleans
Denver at Minnesota
Oklahoma City at Portland

Saturday’s games

Boston at Charlotte

Memphis at Philadelphia
Sacramento at Toronto
Cleveland at Milwaukee
Golden State at Houston
Minnesota at San Antonio
Washington vs Miami

Portland at Phoenix

Utah at Denver

Oklahoma City at L.A. Clippers

Sunday’s games

Detroit at Brooklyn
Atlanta at New Orleans
Orlando at Dallas

Anaheim 3, N.Y. Islanders 1
Minnesota 5, Pittsburgh 3
Philadelphia 2, Boston 0
Seattle 8, Montreal 2
Ottawa 8, St. Louis 1
Washmgton 5, N.Y.Rangers 3
San Jose 4, Los Angeles 2

Wednesday’s games

Columbus 2, N.Y. Islanders 0
Winnipeg 6, Detroit 2
Tampa Bay 5, Colorado 2
Utah 5, Calgary 1

Los Angeles 6, Vegas 3

New Jersey 6, Vancouver 0

Thursday’s games

Anaheim at Pittsburgh
Boston at Carolina
Montreal at Washington
Seattle at Toronto
St. Louis at Philadelphia
Edmonton at Nashville
Chicago at San Jose
Friday’s games

Florida vs. Dallas aTampere, Finland
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo
Ottawa at N.Y. Rangers
Winnipeg at Columbus
Tampa Bay at Minnesota
New Jersey at Calgary
Saturday’s games

Dallas vs. Florida at Tampere, Finland

Boston at Philadelphia

Chicago at Los Angeles

Columbus at Washington

Buffalo at Detroit

Montreal at Pittsburgh

Seattle at Ottawa

Toronto at St. Louis

Colorado at Nashville

Utah at Vegas

Vancouver at San Jose
Sunday’s games

N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers
Tampa Bay at Winnipeg
Seattle at Boston
Washington at Carolina
Toronto at Minnesota
Edmonton at Calgary
Chicago at Anaheim

Toto Japan Classic

LPGA Tour
Thursday
At Seta Golf Club
Otsu, Japan
Purse: $2 million
Yardage: 6,616; Par: 72
First Round

Hana Wakimoto 30-33-63 -9
Jin Young Ko 34-31-65 -7
Ayaka Furue 33-33-66 -6

Linn Grant 34-32-66 -6
Hyo Joo Kim 31-35-66 -6
Jenny Shin 31-35-66 -6
Ariya Jutanugarn 33-34—67 -5
Minjee Lee 34-33—67 -5
Hae-Ran Ryu 33-34—67 -5
Marina Alex 33-35-68 -4
Erika Hara 35-33—-68 -4
Chisato Iwai 34-34-68 -4
Ayako Kimura 34-34—-68 -4
Yealimi Noh 34-34—68 -4

MLS playoffs

First Round

Best-of-three
x-if necessary
Eastern Conference
Cincinnati 1 New York City 0
Cincinnati 1, New York City 0
Saturday: at New York City
x-Sunday, Nov. 9: at Cincinnati
orlando 1, Charlotte FC 0

Orlando 2, Charlotte FC 0
Friday: at Charlotte FC
x-Saturday, Nov. 9: at Orlando
New York 1, Columbus 0
New York 1, Columbus 0
Sunday: at New York
x-Sunday, Nov. 10: at Columbus
Miami 1, Atlanta 0
Miami 2, Atlanta 1
Saturday: at Atlanta =
x-Saturday, Nov. 9: at Miami
Western Conference
Seattle 1, Houston 0
Houston 0, Seattle 0, Seattle wins 5-4 on
penalty kicks
Sunday: at Houston
x-Sunday, Nov. 10: at Seattle
Los Angeles FC 1, Vancouver 0
Los Angeles FC 2, Vancouver 1
Sunday: at Vancouver
x-Friday, Nov. 8: at Los Angeles FC
Minnesota 1, Real Salt Lake 0
Minnesota 0, Real Salt Lake 0, Minnesota
wins 5-4 on penalty kicks
Saturday: at Minnesota
x-Friday, Nov. 8: at Real Salt Lake
LA Galaxy 1, Colorado 0
LA Galaxy 5, Colorado 0
Friday: at Colorado
x-Saturday, Nov. 9: at LA Galaxy

NWSL
woL

Orlando 17 2
Washington 17 6
Gotham FC 16 4

Pts GF GA

57 43 18
53 50 28
53 37 19

T

6

2

5
Kansas City 15 3 7 52 54 30
North Carolina 12 10 3 39 34 27
Chicago 10 13 2 32 30 35
Portland 912 4 31 34 35
Bay FC 10 14 1 31 28 39
Louisville 711 7 28 32 36
UtahRoyalsFC 7 14 4 25 21 36
Angel City 712 6 24 29 39
Seattle 6 14 5 23 25 41
San Diego 513 7 22 21 34
Houston 515 5 20 18 39

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday’s games
Gotham FC at Utah Royals FC
Angel City at Portland
Saturday’s games
Seattle at Orlando

Washington at North Carolina
Bay FC at Houston

Sunday’s games
Kansas City at Chicago
Louisville at San Diego
End of regular season

Merida Open

Wednesday
At Yucatan Country Club
Merida, Mexico
Purse: $267,082
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Women’s Singles
Round of 32
Polina Kudermetova, Russia, def. Nadia
Podoroska (2), Argentina, 6-1, 6-1.
Marina Stakusic, Canada, def. Maya
Joint, Australia, 2-6, 7-6 (2), 7-6 (2).
RenataZarazua, Mexico, def. Akasha Ur-
hobo, United States, 7-5, 6-2.
AnnaBlinkova (5), Russia, def. Lesia Tsu-
renko, Ukraine, 2-6, 6-4, 4-0, re
Round of 16
Jil Teichmann, Switzerland, def. Ajla
Tomljanovic (3), Australia, walkover.

Ann Li, United States, def. Antonia Ruzic,
Croatia, '6- 2, 6-2.
‘Women’s Doubles
Round of 16

Varvara Lepchenko and Elizabeth Man-
dlik, United States, def. Oksana Kalashni-
kova, Georgia, and Nina Stojanovic, Ser-
bia, 6-3, 3-6, 10-5.

Magali Kempen and Lara Salden, Belgi-
um, def. Ana Sofia Sanchez and Victoria
Rodriguez, Mexico, 6-2, 6-3.

Paris Masters

Wednesday
At Palais Omnisports de Paris-Bercy
Paris
Purse: Euro 5,950,575
Surface: Hardcourt indoor
Men’s Singles
Round of 32

Arthur Rinderknech, France, def. Alex
Michelsen, United States, 7-6 (6), 7-6 (7).

Alexei Popyrin, Australia, def. Daniil
Medvedev (4), Russia, 6-4, 2-6, 7-6 (4).

Grigor Dimitrov (8), Bulgaria, def. Tomas
gllgrtin Etcheverry, Argentina, 6-7 (9), 6-3,

Ugo Humbert (15), France, def. Marcos
Giron, United States, 6-3, 6-2.

Arthur Fils, France, def. Jan-Lennard
Struff, Germany, 6-3, 6-4.

Adrian Mannarino, France, def. Zizou
Bergs, Belgium, 3-6, 6-2, 6-4.

Holger Rune (13), Denmark, def. Alexan-
der Bublik, Kazakhstan, 6-4, 6-2.

Karen Khachanov, Russia, def. Giovanni
Mpetshi Perricard, France, 6-7 (12), 6-1,
6-4.

Alex de Minaur (9), Australia, def. Mio-
mir Kecmanovic, Serbia, 6-4, 7-6 (5).

Alexander Zverev (3), Germany,def Tal-
lon Griekspoor, Netherlands, 7-6 (2), 6-3.

Jack Draper, Britain, def. Taylor Fritz (5),
United States, 7-6 (6), 4- 6-4

Arthur Cazaux, France, def. Ben Shelton,
United States, 6-3, 7-6 (4).

Hong Kong Open

Wednesday
At Victoria Park
Hong Kong
Purse: $267,082
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Women'’s Singles
Round of 16
Bernarda Pera (9), United States, def.
Han Shi, China, 6-0, 6-4.
Yuan Yue (6), China, def. Nao Hibino, Ja-
pan, 4-6, 7-5, 6-2.
Katie Boulter (2), Britain, def. Wang Xiyu,
China, 7-6 (7), 6-4.
Diana Shnaider (1), Russia, def. Priscilla
Hon, Australia, 6-4, 6-1.

Wednesday’s transactions

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Designated OL
Jonah Williams to return from injured re-
serve. Signed LB Milo Eifler and DL Antho-
ny Goodlow to the practice squad.

ATLANTA FALCONS — Singed LB Tyreek
Maddox-Williams to the practice squad.
Released OL Matthew Cindric. Designated
OL Drew Dalman to return to practice.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Placed DT Mi-
chael Pierce on injured reserve.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Signed WR Dax
Milne to the practice squad.

CHICAGO BEARS — Designated OL Ryan
Bates to return from injured reserve.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Reinstated CB Da-
Ron Bland from injured reserve. Placed DB
Amani Oruwariye on injured reserve.

DENVER BRONCOS — Designated DB De-
larrin Turner-Yell to return from the phys-
ically unable to perform list.

DETROIT LIONS — Designated DT Brodric
Martin to return from injured reserve.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Signed RB J.J. Tay-
lor to the active roster from the practice
squad.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Designated
RB Keilan Robinson to return from injured
reserve. Signed WR Velus Jones and RB
Jake Funk to the practice squad.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Signed C
Sam Mustiphertothe activeroster. Signed
LB Caleb Murphy and CB Kendall William-
son to the practice squad.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Designated WR Riv-
er Cracraft to return from injured reserve.
Signed DT Shakel Brown to the practice
squad.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed RB Myles
Gaskin to a contract. Received T Cam Rob-
inson from Jacksonville in exchange for a
conditional 2026 fifth and seventh-round
draft pick.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Designated
DB Alex Austin to return from injured re-

serve.
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Signed RB Ja-

cob Kibodi to the practice squad. Desig-
nated LB Nephi Sewell and C Shane Le-
mieux to return from injured reserve.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Released FB Jakob
Johnsonfromthe practice squad. Signed T
Garret Greenfield and T Marcellus John-
son to the practice squad.

NEW YORK JETS — Placed K Greg Zuer-
lein oninjured reserve. Signed LB Marceli-
no McCrary-Ball to the active roster and
Ks Riley Patterson and Spencer Shrader to
the practice squad. Released DS Jaylen
Key from the practice squad.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Signed OL
Braeden Daniels to the practice squad.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Reinstated OT
Dylan Cook from injured reserve. Signed
RB Aaron Shampklin to the practice
squad.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Signed LB Mi-
chael Dowell to the practice squad. Re-
leased OLB Jamie Sheriff.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Signed DB
Troy Hill to the practice squad.

HOCKEY

National Hockey League

CALGARY FLAMES — Reassigned RW
Adam Klapka to Calgary (AHL). Reinstated
LW Samuel Honzek from injured reserve.

COLORADO AVALANCHE — RecalledCTJ
Tynan.

DETROIT RED WINGS — Recalled RW
Austin Watson.

MONTREAL CANADIENS — Sent Logan
Mailloux to Laval (AHL).

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Recalled D
Marc Del Gaizo from Milwaukee (AHL).

OTTAWA SENATORS — Reassigned RW
Adam Gaudette and C Zack Ostapchuk to
Belleville (AHL).

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Acquired D Timothy
Liljegren from Toronto in exchange for D
Matt Benning, a 2026 sixth-round pick and
a conditional third-round pick.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer
PORTLAND TIMBERS — Re-signed M Die-

go Chara to a one-year contract exten-
sion.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Top transiers ready
to go at new schools

BY STEVE MEGARGEE
Associated Press

After Dusty May left Florida At-
lantic to take over Michigan’s pro-
gram, plenty of the top remaining
players from the Owls’ 2023 Final
Four team departed as well.

But they didn’t all follow their
former coach to Ann Arbor. They
scattered to various programs.

Florida Atlantic’s top four scor-
ers from last season — all of whom
had vital roles during the Owls’ Fi-
nal Four run a year earlier — are
now playing elsewhere. They’re
among the most notable of the hun-
dreds of transfers on college bas-
ketball rosters across the country.

In the era of the transfer portal,
Florida Atlantic’s ability tokeep the
nucleus of its Final Four team to-
gether for one more year was re-
markable. The team’s eventual
breakup afterits 2024 NCAA Tour-
nament first-round overtime loss to
Northwestern seemed inevitable.

May’s first Michigan team will in-
clude Vladislav Goldin, a 7-foot-1
center who made 106 starts at Flor-
ida Atlantic and posted double-fig-
ure scoring averages each of the last
two seasons. After playing in the
NCAA Tournament the last two
years at FAU, Goldin believes he’s
capable of getting back there at
Michigan.

“This team is probably the most
talented I have ever played on, so
many talented guys,” Goldin told
reporters this offseason. “It’s in-
sane talent. I've never seen it be-
fore.”

Some of Goldin’s other Florida
Atlantic teammates opted to go on
their own.

Johnell Davis, who led Florida
Atlantic in scoring each of the last
two seasons, will be playing for
John Calipari at No. 16 Arkansas.

“He’s a Hall of Fame coach and
he wins everywhere he goes,” Da-
vis told reporters. “I'm excited to
play for him.”

Nick Boyd transferred to San
Diego State, the team that ended
Florida Atlantic’s 2023 Cinderella
national title hopes with a Lamont
Butler buzzer beater in the NCAA
semifinals. Alijjah Martin, who
scored 26 points in that Final Four

loss to San Diego State, transferred
to Florida.

Here’s alook at some of the other
most notable transfers in college
basketball this season. Their for-
mer schools are in parentheses:

Oumar Ballou, C, Indiana (Arizona):
The 7-footer arrives at No. 17 Indiana af-
ter playingfourseasons at Arizona. Ballou
earned first-team all-Pac-12 honors each
ofthe lasttwo seasons. He averaged 12.9
points and 10.1 rebounds last season af-
ter collecting 14.2 points and 8.6 re-
bounds pergamein2022-23. Ballou has
averaged 1.3 blocks per game each of the
last two seasons.

Tucker DeVries, G/F, West Virginia
(Drake): When West Virginia hired coach
Darian DeVries away from Drake, his son
followed him to Morgantown. DeVries,
who is 6-foot-7, was named the Larry
Bird Missouri Valley Conference player of
theyearand wasthe league tournament’s
most outstanding player each of the last
two seasons. He ranked 10thin Division |
inscoring (21.6) last season and was the
only Division | playertoaverageatleast20
points, 6 rebounds, 3 assists and 1.5
steals per game.

Coleman Hawkins, F, Kansas State
(IMinois): Hawkins was an Associated
Press all-Big Ten second-team selection
last season in hisfourth yearat lllinois. He
averaged 12.1 points, 6.1 rebounds, 2.7
assists, 1.5 steals and 1.1 blocks. Big 12
coaches have selected him as the
league’s preseason co-newcomer of the
year.

Great Osobor, F, Washington (Utah
State): Osobor comes to Washington af-
ter playing two seasons at Montana State
and one at Utah State. He earned an hon-
orable mention on the AP All-America
team last season and was named the
Mountain West Conference’s playerofthe
year and newcomer of the year. The 6-8
forward collected 17.7 points per game
and 9 rebounds per game while shooting
57.7% from the floor at Utah State.

Kadary Richmond, G, St. John's (Set-
on Hall): After earning first-team all-Big
East honors from the league’s coaches
and second-team honors from the AP
while playing for Seton Hall last year,
Richmond stayed in the conference but
switched schools. The 6-6 guard played
one season at Syracuse before spending
three seasons at Seton Hall. Richmond
had 15.7 points, 7 rebounds, 5.1 assists
and 2.2 steals per game last season.

ReBEccA BLACKWELL/AP

After Michigan head coach Dusty May left Florida Atlantic, Johnell
Davis and Nick Boyd were among the top Owils players to also depart.

Sam CRAFT/AP

New Arkansas head coach John Calipari will start the season with a roster almost completely assembled
from scratch, with only one Razorbacks player remaining from last season.

NIL money, portal have led
to plenty of roster chaos

By DAVE SKRETTA
Associated Press

LAWRENCE, Kan. — KJ Adams
Jr. was sitting in a corner of Hadl
Auditorium, just down the hallway
from Allen Fieldhouse, the historic
home of the top-ranked Kansas bas-
ketball team, and the place the se-
nior forward has called home forthe
past four years.

He is a rarity these days, when
players are allowed to transfer free-
ly, often in the pursuit of lucrative
name, image and likeness contracts
that could make a handful of them
instant millionaires. Adams joined
the Jayhawks out of high school,
played important minutes on a na-
tional championship team as a
freshman and has never wavered in
his commitment to the program.

“I think it would be cool if more
guys stayed four years,” Adams
says, glancing around the room at
eight newcomers — including six
transfers — that form the backbone
of this year’s team. “Youmiss all the
guys that have come and gone.”

Even at Kansas, a destination
school for so many, Adams has
played with 32 scholarship team-
mates during his career.

Yet such roster change is a fact of
life in major college basketball, per-
haps more than in football or any
other sport. Entire teams can
change almost overnight, and
players that started for them one
season can be starting against them
the next.

To wit: There were roughly 700
players who elected totransfer from
Division I programs five years ago.
Thatnumber nearly tripled this past

offseason, a gargantuan number
made even larger by upperclass-
men who were granted an extra
year of eligibility because their ca-
reers collided with the pandemic.

There might have been no better
example than Arkansas, where
John Calipari is taking over after 15
years with Kentucky.

The Hall of Fame coacharrivedin
Fayetteville in April to find that 13
players had transferred, graduated
or quitin the days after Eric Mussel-
man left for Southern California.
Calipari was fortunate that Trevon
Brazile ultimately withdrew from
the NBA Draft and returned to the
Razorbacks, otherwise he would
have been starting entirely from
scratch.

“I met with the team,” Calipari
said upon his hiring, “and there isno
team.”

There is now, of course. Calipari
simply did what every coach has
been forced to do: He mined the
transfer portal. Three of his new
players were relatively easy sells,
given they came along from Ken-
tucky, and three more transfers —
including coveted guard Johnell
Davis from FAU and forward Jonas
Aidoofrom Tennessee—eventually
joined the Razorbacks.

That new-look team, incidentally,
beat the top-ranked Jayhawks in a
charity exhibition game last Friday
night.

“Itiseasiertobuild aroster. Itisin-
finitely harder to build a program,”
Colorado coach Tad Boyle said, per-
haps most succinctly summing up
the thoughts of college basketball
coaches everywhere, from the pow-

er conferences to the low-majors.

It’s also really stressful, and for
some coaches, not what they signed
up for. That was the case for Virginia
coach Tony Bennett, who decided
two weeks before the start of the sea-
son to retire, explaining he was bet-
ter suited for the old days when he
would build a program around
freshmen who might stay their en-
tire careers.

Remember those relationships
that coaches began with high school
kids and their families, carefully
nurtured over several years of
recruiting? They’ve taken a back-
seat to the portal, and what Iowa
State women’s coach Bill Fennelly
called “speed-dating.”

“I mean, you’ve got to get mov-
ing,” he said. “They go in the portal
and you better get ready, get orga-
nized and have aplan.”

Some schools, such as Cincinnati
and Iowa State, returned most of
their players from last season, and
they used the transfer portal to
merely supplement that core. But
whereas in the past they represent-
ed the majority, they now are the mi-
nority, and it has created a college
basketball season full of teams that
look nothinglike they did a year ago.

With sofew rulesin place, itmight
bethatwaynextyear—andtheyear
after that, too.

“Really everyone is trying to do
things year-to-year,” said Baylor
coach Scott Drew, who had three
players transfer out and four in
since last season. “I don’t think
anyone has a long-term plan until
someone knows what the long-term
rules will be.”
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NFL

American Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 6 2 0 .750 230 146
Miami 2 5 0 .286 97 157
N.Y. Jets 2 6 0 .250 150 170
New England 2 6 0 .250 124 197
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Houston 6 2 0 .750 188 179
Indianapolis 4 4 0 .500 175 172
Jacksonville 2 6 0 .250 172 224
Tennessee 1 6 0 .143 120 196
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 6 2 0 .750 187 119
Baltimore 5 3 0 .625 242 209
Cincinnati 3 5 0 .375 195 203
Cleveland 2 6 0 .250 138 186
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 7 0 01.000 173 123
Denver 5 3 0 .625 173 120
L.A. Chargers 4 3 0 .571 132 91
Las Vegas 2 6 0 .250 144 210
National Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Washington 6 2 0 .750 236 167
Philadelphia 5 2 0 .714 171 132
Dallas 3 4 0 .429 150 198
N.Y. Giants 2 6 0 .250 117 175
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Atlanta 5 3 0 .625 194 195
Tampa Bay 4 4 0 .500 235 213
New Orleans 2 6 0 .250 185 206
Carolina 1 7 0 .125 124 271
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Detroit 6 1 0 .857 234 134
Green Bay 6 2 0 .750 216 170
Minnesota 5 2 0 .714 188 137
Chicago 4 3 0 .571 163 119
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Arizona 4 4 0 .500 178 205
SanFrancisco 4 4 0 .500 210 182
Seattle 4 4 0 .500 190 195
L.A. Rams 3 4 0 .429 144 174

Thursday, Oct. 24

L.A. Rams 30, Minnesota 20
Sunday, Oct. 27

Arizona 28, Miami 27

Atlanta 31, Tampa Bay 26
Cleveland 29, Baltimore 24
Detroit 52, Tennessee 14
Green Bay 30, Jacksonville 27

Rams prepare

By GREG BEACHAM
Associated Press

LOSANGELES—Lessthantwo
weeks before the regular season
began, the Los Angeles Rams
abruptly traded linebacker Ernest
Jones, theirleadingtacklerand de-
fensive signal-caller, to Tennessee
for a minor late-round draft pick
upgrade in 2026.

Coach Sean McVay curiously
called the trade a “football deci-
sion” when it happened. Two
months later, with the Rams still
lacking a linebacker of Jones’ cali-
ber, McVay is a bit more frank
about the surprising deal and how
it affected his team.

“I think all the decisions that we
make in the moment, we feel like
are in the best interest,” McVay
said Wednesday. “I’m not going to
pretendtoactlikeevery decisionis
accurate, and you try to be able to
learn from it and apply it moving
forward. But you know that you’re
playing against a really well-re-
spected player. Mentally, physi-
cally tough. Seems like he’s always
around the football. So I wish him
well. It’s going to be a great chal-
lenge going against him.”

Jones meets up with the Rams
(3-4) this weekend in Seattle,
where he has landed after another
trade. The struggling Titans got a
much better return for Jones than
Los Angeles did whenitmoved one
of its key defensive players after
the sides failed to agree to an ex-
tension, rather than allowing him
to play out the final year of his roo-
Kkie contract.

A third-round pick who contrib-
uted immediately as a rookie in
2021, Jones studied one year under

LAY
JoHN FROSCHAUER/AP

LB Ernest Jones IV, traded by the Rams before the season, meets his
former team this week in Seattle, where he landed after another trade.

Bobby Wagnerin 2022 and quickly
became one of the top volume tack-
lers in the NFL while usually hold-
inghisownin pass coverage. Jones
made 145 tackles last season, lead-
ing the Rams by far and ranking
11th in the NFL.

The Rams’ decision to part ways
was surprising for several reasons,
but it particularly stood out be-
cause they had no obvious, compa-
rable replacement for Jones, a
member of their Super Bowl
championship team.

Jones’ responsibilities have
been filled by Troy Reeder and
Christian Rozeboom, who both

played their way off the practice
squad and into every-down defen-
sive roles over the past half-dec-
ade. While both are dependable,
neither has Jones’ abilities — and
savvy offensive coordinators and
quarterbacks have appeared to
have success this season in target-
ing the duo.

McVay has backed Reeder, who
replaced Jones as the defensive
signal-caller before going on in-
jured reserve earlier this month,
but the coach basically acknowl-
edged Jones is at a different level.

“T’ve been pleased with some of
the things that guys have done,”

for ex-teammate Jones

Los Angeles Rams (3-4)
at Seattle Seahawks (4-4)
AFN-Atlantic
10 p.m. Sunday CET
6 a.m. Monday JKT

McVay said of Jones’ replace-
ments. “It’d be hard to deny the
production that (Jones) has had,
when you look at what he’s done at
Tennessee and even justin his first
week there last week (with Seat-
tle). He’s agreat player, and he did
alot of good things for us.”

Jones made a whopping 15 tack-
leswhile playing every snap forthe
Seahawks in his debut last week.
He’ll have big responsibilities
again when Seattle (4-4) faces the
Ramsin akey NFC West matchup.

Jones became a leader in his
three years on the Rams’ defense,
and former coordinator Raheem
Morrisreliedonhimtokeephisde-
fenselined up and organized onthe
field. He also appeared to be popu-
lar in the locker room.

“I know who he is as a player,”
Rams quarterback Matthew Staf-
ford said. “Physically, really tal-
ented. Mentally and emotionally,
really gifted. Loved being a team-
mate with him. Have a ton of re-
spect for who he is as a person and
asaplayer.Idon’tthink there’sany
disadvantage or advantage. I just
know it’s a challenge going against
him.”

Bills’ Miller looks ahead, mum on suspension

By JouNn WAWROW

Houston 23, Indianapolis 20

New England 25, N.Y. Jets 22

Philadelphia 37, Cincinnati 17

Buffalo 31, Seattle 10

L.A. Chargers 26, New Orleans 8

Denver 28, Carolina 14

Kansas City 27, Las Vegas 20

Washington 18, Chicago 15

San Francisco 30, Dallas 24
Monday, Oct. 28

Pittsburgh 26, N.Y. Giants 18
Thursday’s game

Houston at N.Y. Jets
Sunday’s games

Dallas at Atlanta

Denver at Baltimore

L.A. Chargers at Cleveland
Las Vegas at Cincinnati
Miami at Buffalo

New England at Tennessee
New Orleans at Carolina
Washington at N.Y. Giants
Chicago at Arizona .
Jacksonville at Philadelphia
Detroit at Green Bay

L.A. Rams at Seattle
Indianapolis at Minnesota
Open: Pittsburgh, San Francisco

Monday’s game
Tampa Bay at Kansas City

Thursday, Nov. 7
Cincinnati at Baltimore

Sunday, Nov. 10

N.Y. Giants at Carolina
New England at Chicago
Buffalo at Indianapolis

Associated Press

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — The last thing
Von Miller wanted to discuss upon returning to
practice on Wednesday was the reason behind
his absence — a four-game NFL suspension for
violating the league’s personal conduct policy.

Except to say he carried no grudge against
the NFL, Miller declined to say whether he was
surprised by the discipline or considered ap-
pealing it.

“I'min a great spot. I'm just happy all of that
stuff'is behind me,” said Miller, who joined the

On AFN

AFC East-leading Bills for their preparations
for Sunday’s matchup with the Dolphins. “I
really don’t even have to touch on any of that
stuff any more.”

Miller was referring to what happened 11
months ago when he turned himselfin to police
in suburban Dallas after being accused of as-
saulting his pregnant girlfriend, whois also the
mother of two of his children.

Miller previously disputed the allegations by
calling them false and blown out of proportion.
With no charges filed, Miller opened training
camp in July by saying he considered the case

closed based on feedback from his attorneys.

The lack of charges didn’t prevent the NFL
from disciplining Miller based on its own in-
vestigation. A person with direct knowledge of
the decision told The Associated Press the sus-
pension was directly connected to the com-
plaint made against the player.

The 35-year-old is eager to pick up where he
left off in building on the self-confidence he
generated with three sacks in four games to in-
crease his NFL active-leading total to 126'%.
The production was encouraging after he
failed to get a sack in 14 games last year.

Minnesota at Jacksonville
Denver at Kansas City
Atlanta at New Orleans

San Francisco at Tampa Bay
Pittsburgh at Washington
Tennessee at L.A. Chargers
N.Y. Jets at Arizona
Philadelphia at Dallas
Detroit at Houston

Open: Cleveland, Green Bay, Las Vegas,

Seattle

Denver Broncos (5-3)
at Baltimore Ravens (5-3)
AFN-Sports2
7 p.m. Sunday CET
3 a.m. Monday JKT

T

Dallas Cowboys (3-4)
at Atlanta Falcons (5-3)
AFN-Sports
7 p.m. Sunday CET
3 a.m. Monday JKT

o~

Chicago Bears (4-3)
at Arizona Cardinals (4-4)
AFN-Sports
10 p.m. Sunday CET
6 a.m. Monday JKT

Detroit Lions (6-1)
at Green Bay Packers (6-2)
AFN-Sports
10:25 Sunday CET
6:25 Monday JKT
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

DAviD ZaLuBowskI/AP

Quarterback Bryson Daily, right, and the Army Black Knights go into their annual rivalry game against Air
Force with a clear advantage at 7-0 and ranked 21st in the nation, compared to the struggling 1-6 Falcons.

Army, Air Force renew
service academy rivalry

By SAL INTERDONATO
Associated Press

WEST POINT, N.Y. — Army li-
nebacker Kalib Fortner senses a
different vibe whenever the Black
Knights’ schedule turns to facing a
service academy rival.

The junior remembers the
nerves lasting through kickoff and
into the first defensive series of
last year’s meeting against the
then-No. 17-ranked Air Force, in
an outing the Black Knights were
heavy underdogs against the 7-0
Falcons at Empower Field in Den-
ver.

That’s when Fortner and Ar-
my’s defense stuffed the Falcons
at their own 34 on fourth down of
their opening drive and rolled to a
23-3 victory, spoiling Air Force’s
perfect season.

“The butterflies were still going
within that first or second play,”
Fortner recalled. “It was probably
the biggest stage that I've played
as a football player. Emotions
were high and I wanted to do my
job for the guys.”

Army and Air Force have gone
their different ways since, as the
rivals prepare to meet at West
Point on Saturday. The No. 21
Black Knights (7-0) have yet to
taste defeat, going nearly a full
calendar year without aloss in rid-
ing a nation-best 11-game winning
streak.

Air Force (1-6), meantime has
spiraled to1-10inits past 11 against
FBS opponents since. The Falcons
have lost six straight, with their on-
ly win of the season coming against
transitioning FCS Merrimack.

Air Force (1-6)
at No. 21 Army (7-0)
AFN-Sports2
5 p.m. Saturday CET
1 a.m. Sunday JKT

Records and favored by 22Y:
points aside, Army coach Jeff
Monken believes Air Force will
provide the Black Knights their
best test of the season so far.

“These games are always unbe-
lievable battles,” Monken said.
“They are hard games to win. They
are hard games to prepare for. We
go down a lot of rabbit holes in
these games, knowing what the
other team can do defensively, of-
fensively and special teams.”

Before Army’s 20-point win last
season, the previous five meetings
were decided by a combined 23
points, and came down to a final
play.

“To one degree, it’s just another
game,” Air Force offensive line-
man Alex Moore said. “You want
to take every game seriously, ob-
viously. But at the same rate, ev-
eryone knows this is a big rivalry
between the service academies.
So we’re definitely super excited
for this game.”

Daily record breaker
Army senior quarterback Bry-

son Daily’s 19 rushing touch-
downs are an academy season
record with at least six games to
play. Daily and the Black Knights
are 6-0 in the American Athletic
Conference and in contention for
a berth in the conference cham-
pionship. The co-captain is within
reach of the FBS single-season
record among quarterbacks of 31,
set by Navy’s Keenan Reynolds in
2013. Daily opened the win
against Air Force last year with a
62-yard touchdown run and fin-
ished with 170 rushing yards and
two TDs.

The Woody Way

Army has limited Air Force to
37 points in four games with Nate
Woody as defensive coordinator.
Woody has created schemes to
slow triple-option offenses like Air
Force dating to his days at Appa-
lachian State and Wofford.

Business as usual

Air Force coach Troy Calhoun
didn’t make any drastic changes to
the practice schedule to get ready
for what will be an early kickoff
for the Colorado-based Falcons.
He said academy life is prepara-
tion enough.

As proof, he shared a typical day
for junior fullback Dylan Carson,
who’s up at 6 a.m. for formation at
6:30, followed by breakfast at 7:45.
He then attends four classes be-
fore lunch at 12:30 p.m., followed
by two team meetings and prac-
tice at 3:50.

“You're up and rolling pretty
bright and early,” Calhoun said.

Unbeaten Miami sees
increased benefits as
alums flood sidelines

By Tim REYNOLDS
Associated Press

CORAL GABLES, Fla. — The
Miami sideline was loaded with tal-
ent this past weekend. Michael Ir-
vin was there, just like he’s been all
season no matter where the game
is. Ray Lewis did his trademark
dance. Edgerrin James, Jessie
Armstead, Bryant McKinnie, Ro-
hanMarley, Bernie Kosarand Clin-
ton Portis all showed up, as well.

Today’s Hurricanes clearly have
the attention of the program’s best
from yesteryear.

When the big names show up at
Miami games, ittends tobe a pretty
good indicator of what’s happening
on the field. Getting the alumni —
particularly the Miami greats —
more involved was a priority for
Hurricanes coach Mario Cristobal
when he came home in 2021, and
he’s seeing the payoff.

“Some of those guys look like
they can still play, and probably
can,” said Cristobal, a Miami alum
and national champion as a player
himself. “Look at the old games,
backinthe’80s and’90s,look at that
sidelineand how littered it was with
real-deal dudes. Like, into it, pas-
sionate, love Miami, bleed orange
and green, dudes and how much of
an attraction it was. I used to kill to
getoverhere towatch these guysgo
atit.”

Some are expected back on the
sideline this weekend, when No. 5
Miami (8-0,4-0 Atlantic Coast Con-
ference) plays host to Duke (6-2,
2-2) and former Hurricanes coach
Manny Diaz on Saturday.

There were well over 100
recruits at this past weekend’s 36-
14 win over rival Florida State, and
they all got to see the big names
from the past. Time will tell if it left
an impact on their upcoming deci-
sions.

But for the current players, hav-
ing the alumni back is a big deal as
well.

“I always talk to those guys, and
those guys are all saying they wish
they could be in our shoes on the

Duke (6-2)
at No. 5 Miami (8-0)
AFN-Atlantic
5 p.m. Saturday CET
1 a.m. Sunday JKT

team that we have,” wide receiver
Xavier Restrepo said. “So that
really means a lot, coming from
those guys who have done so much
in the game of football. I have un-
limited respect for those guys and
any time I can get a word with those
guys, it’s just amazing and I really
pay attention.”

If there’s a sideline alumni MVP
this season, Irvin would seem to be
the frontrunner by a wide margin.

He’s been in huddles on the side-
line, yelling his head off in some
cases.Irvinwentviral for gettingon
his hands and knees during Mia-
mi’s wild 2S-point comeback to
beat Cal 39-38. He slapped Restre-
po— who has passed Irvin on Mia-
mi’s all-time catch and receiving
yardage lists this season — on the
sides of the helmet in celebration
after one of those catches.

And when Miami held on to beat
Virginia Tech 38-34 — a game
where the Hurricanes prevailed
when a Hail Mary touchdown by
the Hokies was overturned by re-
play on the game’s final play — Ir-
vin was absolutely drenched in
sweat on the sideline, the white
shirt that he wore emblazoned with
Miami’s famed orange and green
“U” logo stuck to his skin.

“TI’ve never worked so hard in all
of mylife foravictory,” Irvinsaidin
avideo he posted online that night,
“even when I was playing football.
... Every guy in that locker room
came to me and said, ‘Michael, way
to bring that energy. Way to pull it
outofus.”

LYNNE SLADKY/AP

Miami head coach Mario Cristobal acknowledges the crowd after
beating Florida State 36-14 on Oct. 26 in Miami Gardens, Fla.
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Ohio State quarterback Will Howard grew up dreaming of playing for Penn State, but the Nittany Lions
never offered him a scholarship. He started his career at Kansas State before transferring to Ohio State.

Buckeyes, Nittany Lions
have different motivation

By WiLL GRAVES
Associated Press

Will Howard has a score to set-
tle. The Ohio State quarterback is
hardly the only one.

Howard grew up in the Phila-
delphia suburbs waiting for Penn
State coach James Franklin to
recruit him. Only the Nittany Li-
ons never offered him a scholar-
ship.

Four years and two schools lat-
er, the Kansas State transfer ad-
mitted he’s still not over it.

“I wanted to go there my whole
life,” he said. “They didn’t think I
was good enough. I guess we’ll see
(on Saturday).”

About Howard, and the school
that spurned him, too.

While Howard is searching for
vindication when the fourth-
ranked Buckeyes (6-1, 3-1 Big
Ten) visit Beaver Stadium, the
third-ranked Nittany Lions (7-0,
4-0) are seeking validation.

Ohio State has spent the better
part of a decade serving as a road-
block between Penn State and a le-
git shot at the College Football
Playoff. While the CFP field ex-
panding from four teams to 12
opens up more pathways to a des-
tination that’s eluded the Nittany
Lions in head coach James Frank-
lin’s decade on the job, nudging
the Buckeyes out of the way pro-
vides the most direct route.

While Franklin declined to play
up the stakes, repeating his man-
tra of simply trying to go 1-0 this
week to anyone who will listen, his
players understand the opportuni-
ty at hand.

No. 4 Ohio State (6-1)
at No. 3 Penn State (7-0)
AFN-Sports
5 p.m. Saturday CET
1 a.m. Sunday JKT

Nittany Lions tackle Drew Shel-
ton played alongside Howard in
high school. Unlike Howard, Shel-
ton received the opportunity to
pull on Penn State’s iconic blue-
and-white uniform. Shelton, like
his teammates, is still waiting tobe
on the right side of a rivalry that’s
felt and looked one-sided.

“In past years, it’s been close,”
Shelton said. “Obviously it’s a play
here, a play there. It’s 10 guys do-
ing it right, one guy doing it wrong.
That’s how planes crash, small
things.”

It’s the same for Ohio State.

Small things — like Howard
sliding as time ran out — cost the
Buckeyes in aloss at Oregon three
weeks ago. Another setback would
dash any hopes of reaching the Big
Ten title game and perhaps jeop-
ardize Ohio State’s CFP chances.

“A chance to go to Indianapolis
(and the Big Ten championship) is
on the line,” Buckeyes head coach
Ryan Day said.

It’s likely the same for the Nitta-
ny Lions, who will have an oppor-
tunity to fell a longtime nemesis

and put a large dent in Ohio State’s
CFP hopes in the process. It’s a
tantalizing idea for a program ea-
ger to put the narrative that Penn
State has been good but not quite
elite to rest.

Ailing Allar

Penn State quarterback Drew
Allar exited last week’s victory at
Wisconsin late in the first half with
a left leg injury. Backup Beau
Pribula came on and performed
well in relief as the Nittany Lions
pulled away late.

Allar was healthy enough to suit
up for practice on Wednesday and
Thursday, though Franklin said
Allar’s availability would be a
game-time decision. The junior
struggled against the Buckeyes a
year ago, completing just 18 of 42
passes for 191 yards but has
thrived this fall in first-year offen-
sive coordinator Andy Kotelnick-
i’s more progressive attack.

Battle ready

Penn State is unbeaten but not
untested. The Nittany Lions’ sea-
son includes a three-plus hour
weather delay on the road at West
Virginia in the opener, overcom-
ing a halftime deficit at home
against Bowling Green and a mas-
sive second-half rally fueled by
tight end Tyler Warren at South-
ern Cal.

“I feel like this team, it just
shows like we never give up,” run-
ning back Nick Singleton said.

AP sports writer Mitch Stacy and Associated
Press writer Travis Johnson contributed to this
report.

1 sSun Devils’ Skattebo

turns contact into art

By JoHN MARSHALL
Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — Cam Skattebo
puts Newton’s second law of mo-
tion into practice every time he
touches the ball.

The law is an equation stating,
in layman’s terms, that
the acceleration of an ob-
ject is dependent on its
mass and the force acting
upon it. If something gets
in the way, the severity of
the collision hinges on the
amount of mass and
amount of force — the
higher the speed or larger
the mass, the bigger the crash.

Skattebo has the mass with a
low center of gravity, tree-trunk
legs and the split-second ability to
calculate the angles that will cre-
ate more force. The Arizona State
senior running back’s speed
comes naturally, accentuated by
an unrelenting need to initiate
contact.

“If a car gets T-boned, the per-
son getting T-boned is going to feel
it more than the person expecting
it,” Skattebo said. “So I always like
to initiate the pain, initiate the hit,
because I don’t want to feel the
pain.”

Skattebo has been dishing out
pain since charging full speed into
his kneeling older brother Leo in
the family’s Northern California
living room. He continued to puni-
sh at Rio Linda High School and
during two seasons at Sacramento
State before transferring to Ari-
zona State in 2023.

Skattebo — pronounced Skate-
BOO — has been a jackhammer

Skattebo

during his two seasons in the des-
ert, bludgeoning anyone who
dares to try to tackle him. He ran
for 788 yards last season while fill-
ing in at numerous positions and
has 848 yards with 10 touchdowns
through seven games this season.

Skattebo’s 695 yards af-
ter contact rushing and
receiving is seventh in the
FBS, according to Spor-
tradar.

“Vicious, aggressive,”
said Arizona State run-
ning backs coach Shaun
Aguano, describing Skat-
tebo’s running style. “His
contact balance is elite. He finish-
es his runs and I like his positive
body lean.”

Skattebo’s father, Leo, taught
his sons to be versatile at a young
age, which Cam has leaned on.

When Arizona State was beset
by injuries last season, Skattebo
became the Swiss Army Sun Dev-
il. His main role was naturally at
running back, but he also took SO
snaps at quarterback, lined up at
slot and wide receiver, took two
snaps at tight end and occasionally
jumped in on kick return and punt
coverage teams.

Skattebo also showed some
punch as a pooch punter, averag-
ing 42.3 yards on eight kicks, in-
cluding three over S0. He was one
of three punters nationally with at
least eight punts to not have a kick
returned.

“His biggest strength is his foot-
ball IQ,” Aguano said. “He under-
stands everything from blocking
schemes, to protection schemes to
route schemes.”
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Wrap: Dodgers’ Ohtani goes 2-for-19 with no RBIs

FROM PAGE 48
over second base.

Ohtani, the Dodgers’ record-
setting $700 million signing and
baseball’s first SO-homer, SO-steal
player, went 2-for-19 with no RBIs
and had one single after separat-
ing his left shoulder during a sto-
len base attempt in Game 2. Ohta-
ni went through the clubhouse
pouring champagne on team-
mates and having it sprayed on
him.

“We were able to get through
the regular season, I think, be-
cause of the strength of this team,
this organization,” he said through
a translator. “The success of the
postseason is very similar.”

Freeman hit a two-run single to
tie the Series record of 12 RBIs, set
by Bobby Richardson over seven
games in 1960, and was voted Se-
ries MVP. With the Dodgers one
out from losing Friday’s opener,
Freeman hit a game-ending grand
slam reminiscent of Kirk Gibson’s
homer off Oakland’s Dennis Eck-
ersley in 1988’s Game 1 that
sparked Los Angeles to the title.

The Dodgers earned their
eighth championship and seventh
since leaving Brooklyn for Los An-
geles — their first in a non-shor-
tened season since 1988.

They won a neutral-site World
Series against Tampa Bay in 2020
after a 60-game regular season
and couldn’t have a parade be-
cause of the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

These Dodgers of Ohtani, Free-
man and Betts joined the 1955
Duke Snider and Roy Campanella
Boys of Summer, the Sandy Kou-
fax and Don Drysdale era that
spanned the three titles from 1959-
65, the Tommy Lasorda-led
groups in 1981 and ’88, and the
Betts and Clayton Kershaw cham-
pions of 2020.

Ending a season that started
with a gambling scandal involving
Ohtani’s interpreter during the
opening series in South Korea, Ro-
berts won his second champion-
ship in nine years as Dodgers
manager, matching Lasorda and
trailing the four of Walter Alston.
The Dodgers won for the fourth
time in 12 Series meetings with the
Yankees.

New York remains without a ti-
tle since its record 27th in 2009.
The Yankees acquired Juan Soto
from San Diego in December
knowing he would be eligible for
free agency after the 2024 Series.
The 26-year-old star went S-for-16
with one RBIin the Series heading
into what will be intensely fol-
lowed bidding on the open market.

“I’ll be open to listen to every
single team,” Soto said. “I don’t
have any doors closed or anything
like that, so I'm going to be avail-
able to all 30 teams.”

Judge finished 4-for-18 with
three RBISs.

“You can’t give a good team like
that extra outs,” Judge said. “It

SeTH WENIG/AP

The Los Angeles Dodgers’ Kiké Hernandez, right, is safe at third as Yankees third baseman Jazz Chisholm Jr. reaches for an errant throw from
shortstop Anthony Volpe during the fifth inning Wednesday in New York. Volpe was charged with a throwing error.

Scoreboard

World Series

(Best-of-seven)
L.A. Dodgers 4, N.Y. Yankees 1

Los Angeles Dodgers 6, New York Yan-
kees 3, 10 innings

Los Angeles Dodgers 4, New York Yan-
kees 2

Los Angeles Dodgers 4, New York Yan-
kees 2

New York Yankees 11, Los Angeles
Dodgers 4

Wednesday: Los Angeles Dodgers 7,
New York Yankees 6

starts with me there in the line
drive coming in, misplay that. So
that doesn’t happen then I think
we got a different story tonight.”

Cole didn’t allow a hit until Kiké
Hernandez singled leading off the
fifth. Judge, who an inning earlier
made a leaping catch at the left-
center wall to deny Freeman an
extra-base hit, dropped Tommy
Edman’s fly to center. Volpe then
bounced a throw to third on Will
Smith’s grounder, allowing the
Dodgers to load the bases with no
outs.

Cole struck out Lux and Ohtani,
and Betts hit a grounder to Rizzo
— a slow grounder by a Mookie
turned the 1986 World Series, by
the Mets’ Mookie Wilson against
Boston.

Cole didn’t cover first, pointing
at Rizzo, who didn’t charge be-
cause he was afraid the spinning
ball might get past him. Betts out-
raced Rizzo to the bag.

“I took a bad angle to the ball,”
Cole said. “I wasn’t sure really off
the bat how hard he hit it. ... By the

GopoFREDO A. VAsQuEz/AP

Mookie Betts celebrates hitting a sacrifice fly during the eighth inning
which gave the Dodgers the winning run that wrapped up the title.

time the ball got by me, I was notin
a position to cover first.”
Freeman followed with a two-
run single and Teoscar Hernan-
dez hit a tying two-run double.
“When you’re given extra outs
and you capitalize in that kind of
game, that’s huge,” Freeman said.
“For us to get it back to even, you
could just feel the momentum just

coming along.”

Stanton’s sixth-inning sacrifice
fly off Brusdar Graterol put the
Yankees ahead 6-5, but the Dodg-
ers rallied one last time in the
eighth after Kiké Hernandez sin-
gled off Kahnle leading off, Ed-
man followed with an infield hit,
and Smith walked on four pitches.

“We faced every adversity pos-

sible and we overcame every sin-
gle one,” Freeman said, who won
his second title after 2021 with At-
lanta, and rebounded from a
sprained ankle to homer in each of
the first four Series games.

Purchased by Guggenheim
Baseball Management in 2012, the
Dodgers hired Andrew Friedman
from Tampa Bay to head their
baseball operations two years lat-
er. He boosted the front office with
a multitude of analytics and per-
formance science staff, and own-
ership supplied the cash.

Los Angeles went on an unprec-
edented $1.25 billion spending
spree last offseason on deals with
Ohtani, pitchers Yoshinobu Ya-
mamoto, Tyler Glasnow and
James Paxton, and outfielder Te-
oscar Hernandez. Much of the
money was future obligations that
raised the Dodgers’ deferred com-
pensation to $915.5 million owed
from 2028-44.

Faced with injuries, the Dodg-
ers acquired Flaherty, Edman and
reliever Michael Kopech ahead of
the trade deadline, and all became
important cogs in the title run. The
additions boosted payroll to $266
million, third behind the Mets and
the Yankees, plus a projected $43
million luxury tax.

Los Angeles will celebrate with
a parade Friday on what would
have been the 64th birthday for
Dodgers great Fernando Valen-
zuela, who died three days before
the Series opener.

“It’s going to be emotional for all
of us,” Roberts said.
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The Los Angeles Dodgers’ Freddie Freeman celebrates with the World Series MVP trophy after their win
over the Yankees in Game 5 to clinch the championship Wednesday in New York.

Freeman wins MVP after
tying record with 12 RBIs

By MIKE FITZPATRICK
Associated Press

NEW YORK — When the World
Series started, it was hard to figure
what, if anything, Freddie Free-
man would be able to provide for
the Los Angeles Dodgers.

He left no doubt about the MVP
winner.

Freeman broke records by ho-
mering in the first four games and
matched a Fall Classic mark with
12 RBIs to power the Dodgers past
the New York Yankees for their
second championship in five
years.

“That means there was a lot of
my teammates on base,” Freeman
said after being presented with the
World Series MVP award, named
inhonor of Willie Mays. “I'm glad I
was able to get hot at the right
time.”

The popular slugger delivered
yet again Wednesday night with a
two-run single off Yankees ace
Gerrit Cole in a five-run fifth in-
ning that helped rally Los Angeles
to a clinching 7-6 victory in Game
S.

Yankees second baseman Bob-
by Richardson also drove in 12
runs in1960 against the Pittsburgh
Pirates, who won the champion-
ship that year on Bill Mazeroski’s
famous homer that ended Game 7.

Freeman compiled his total in
just five games against New York,
setting several World Series stan-
dards along the way.

The 3S-year-old first baseman
homered in each of the first four
games, becoming the first player
to accomplish that feat. The streak

began when he launched the first
game-ending grand slam in World
Series history to win a dramatic
opener in Los Angeles.

Freeman’s two-run drive in the
first inning Tuesday night at Yan-
kee Stadium made him the only
playertogodeepinsix consecutive
Series games, dating to the 2021 ti-
tle he won with Atlanta.

He was robbed of an extra-base
hit in the fourth inning of Game S
when Aaron Judge made a sensa-
tional catch of his long drive while
crashing hard into the fence.

But the MVP award put ajoyous
cap on a scary and trying season
for the Freeman family. Freeman
missed eightgamesinJuly and Au-
gust after his 3-year-old son, Maxi-
mus, fell ill while watching his fa-
ther at the All-Star Game festivi-
ties in Texas.

When the family returned home,
Max was hospitalized and puton a
ventilator after he experienced
partial paralysisand breathing dif-
ficulty. He was diagnosed with
Guillain-Barré, the rare neurolog-
ical condition that affects the im-
mune system, nerves and muscles.

Max’s condition gradually im-
proved, and Freeman returned to
work Aug. 5. He was welcomed
back by ahuge ovation from Dodg-
ers fans that prompted tears from
Freeman.

“I wish I'd never had to go
through what we did as a family.
But ultimately Maximus is doing
really, really well right now. He’s a
special boy, but it has been a grind
for three months. It really has. It’s
been alot,” Freeman said.

“Then obviously with the inju-
ries at the end, it makes it all worth
itkind of in the end. I'll never com-
pare Maximus to baseball. I won’t.
It’s just two separate things, but
with him doing really well now, it
does mean a little bit extra.”

Freeman batted .282 this season
with 22 homers and 89 RBIs. An
eight-time All-Star and the 2020
NL MVP with Atlanta, he is a .300
career hitter with 343 homers,
1,232 RBIs and an .899 OPS in 15
major league seasons. He has hit
.300 or better eight times.

Freeman sprained his right an-
kle Sept. 26 against San Diego
while trying to avoid a tag at first
base by Luis Arrdez and missed
the Dodgers’ last three regular-
season games. He didn’t have any
RBIs in the NL Division Series
against the Padres and only one in
the National League Champion-
ship Series against the New York
Mets.

Freeman missed three games
during the NL playoffs because of
his ailing ankle. He didn’t play in
the NLCS finale against the Mets
and had six days off entering the
World Series, allowing time for the
ankle to feel better.

“Ididalotof workinbetweenthe
NLCS and the World Series.
Thankfully, my ankle got into a
good spot where I could work on
my swing, and I found a cue that
really worked for me,” he said. “I
was able to slow things down. All
you’re trying to do is swing at
strikes, take balls, and hit the mis-
takes. Thankfully, I was able to do
that for five games.”

Judge finally homers,
but makes costly error
to spark Dodgers rally

By MiIkE FITZPATRICK
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Game S of the
World Series was quite a roller
coaster for Aaron Judge.

The star slugger busted out of a
postseason slump with his first Se-
ries home run Wednesday night,
connecting for atwo-run shotin the
first inning that put the New York
Yankees ahead against the Los An-
geles Dodgers.

Healsomadeaspectacularcatch
whilebanging hard intothe outfield
fence — and then dropped an easy
fly for an embarrassing error that
helped Los Angeles rally for five
runs to tie the score at S in the fifth.

New York’s bullpen squandered
aone-runleadintheeighth,and the
Dodgers held on for a 7-6 victory
that clinched their eighth cham-
pionship and second in five years.

“You can’t give a good team like
that extra outs,” Judge said. “It
starts with me there on the line
drive coming in. I misplayed that.
So that doesn’t happen, then I think
we’ve got a different story tonight.”

Judge was batting just.152in Oc-
tober and .133 during his first Fall
Classic before sending a 403-foot
shot to right-center on the first
pitch he saw from starter Jack Fla-
herty.

Three innings later, Judge made
an outstanding grab to rob Freddie
Freeman of extrabases.

Freemansentadrivetodeepleft-
center that Judge ran down as he
crashedintothe fence with hisright
hand and shoulder near the 399-
foot sign. From his knees, the 6-
foot-7 centerfielder flipped the ball
to teammate Alex Verdugo to
throw back into the infield.

Judge then smiled and winked at
Verdugo as the Yankee Stadium
crowd chanted “MVP! MVP!”

In the fifth, however, Judge took
his eye off Tommy Edman’s soft
liner at the last moment and
flubbed it for his first error all year,
puttingtworunners onwithnobody

out.

“I just didn’t make the play,” he
said.

After two more defensive mis-
cuesbyNew York,the Dodgerstied
the score when Freeman hit a two-
run single and Teoscar Hernandez
followed with a two-run double off
Gerrit Cole with two outs.

The 6-foot-7 Judge also walked
twice and doubled in Game S, but
his costly error in center field
loomed large.

“Wejust didn’t get the job done,”
the Yankees captain said. “Just a
couple of mistakes along the way
thathurtus.”

Juan Soto was aboard on a one-
out walk when Judge homered. It
was the 16th postseason homer and
third this year for Judge, expected
towinhissecond AL MVP awardin
three years next month.

He hadn’t gone deep in 29 plate
appearances since a tying drive at
Cleveland late in Game 3 of the
American League Championship
Series on Oct. 17. Judge also ho-
mered in Game 2 of that series.

Jazz Chisholm Jr. followed with
another home run off Flaherty, giv-
ing the Yankees back-to-back hom-
ers in a World Series for the fifth
time and first since Thurman Mun-
son and Reggie Jackson connected
in Game S at Dodger Stadium in
1977.

It was the 14th set of back-to-
back homers in Yankees postsea-
son history. Judge and Giancarlo
Stanton launched successive shots
in the eighth inning during Game 3
of the ALCS.

Intheend, Judgebatted.184 over
14 postseason games with nine
RBISs, a.752 OPS and 20 strikeouts
in49 at-bats. Thatleaves him witha
.20S average, 34 RBIs, a .768 OPS
and 86 strikeouts in S8 career post-
season games.

“We didn’t finish it,” Judge said.
“It was fun playing with this group
of guys. They really came togeth-
er.”

GopoFReDO A. VAsQuEz/AP

The New York Yankees’ Aaron Judge celebrates after hitting a two-run
home run against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the first inning in
Game 5 of the World Series on Wednesday in New York.
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The Los Angeles Dodgers celebrate their World Series-clinching victory Wednesday over the Yankees in New York. It’s the franchise’s eighth championship and first since 2020.

Dodgers wrap up World Series

Los Angeles overcomes 5-run deficit with help from Yankees to take title in 5 games

By RoNALD BLum
Associated Press

NEW YORK — You gotta hand it to Fred-
die Freeman, Shohei Ohtani and the Los An-
geles Dodgers.

And not just because the Yankees cer-
tainly did.

When New York let LA back into World
Series Game S, the Dodgers did what
they’ve done all year — kept on going.

After taking advantage of three miscues
to erase a five-run, fifth-inning deficit dur-
ing one of the most memorable midgame
meltdowns in baseball history, the Dodgers
used eighth-inning sacrifice flies from Ga-
vin Lux and Mookie Betts to beat New York
7-6 on Wednesday night.

“In spring training this is what we said we
were going to do and we did it,” Betts pro-
claimed, champagne stinging his eyes.

INSIDE

Freeman selected MVP after record-tying 12 RBIs

Page 31

Aaron Judge and Jazz Chisholm Jr. hit
back-to-back home runs in the first inning
for New York. Alex Verdugo’s RBI single
chased Jack Flaherty in the second, and
Giancarlo Stanton’s third-inning homer
against Ryan Brasier built a 5-0 lead.

In the dugout, the Dodgers remained fo-
cused.

“We were like just get one, chip away,
chip away,” Freeman said.

Errors by Judge in center and Anthony
Volpe at shortstop, combined with pitcher
Gerrit Cole failing to cover first on Betts’
grounder, helped Los Angeles score five un-
earned runs in the fifth.

Of the 234 teams to trail by five or more
runs in a Series game, the Dodgers became
just the seventh to win.

“This is going to sting forever,” Yankees
manager Aaron Boone said. “I’'m heartbro-
ken.”

After Stanton’s sixth-inning sacrifice fly
put the Yankees back ahead 6-5, the Dodg-
ers loaded the bases against losing pitcher
Tommy Kahnle in the eighth before the sac-
rifice flies off Luke Weaver.

Judge doubled off winner Blake Treinen
with one out in the bottom half and Chish-
olm walked. Manager Dave Roberts walked
to the mound with Treinen at 37 pitches.

“I'looked in his eyes. I said how you feel-
ing? How much more you got?” Roberts re-
called. “He said: ‘I want it.” I trust him.”

Treinen retired Stanton on a flyout and
struck out Anthony Rizzo.

Walker Buehler, making his first relief
appearance since his rookie season in 2018,
pitched a perfect ninth for his first major
league save.

When Buehler struck out Verdugo to end
the game, the Dodgers poured onto the field
to celebrate between the mound and first
base, capping a season in which they led the
big leagues with 98 wins.

With several thousand Dodgers fans re-
maining in a mostly empty stadium, base-
ball Commissioner Rob Manfred presented
the trophy on a platform quickly erected

SEE WRAP ON PAGE 46
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