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Telework deal

in Spain for US
military spouses
lacking in clarity

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — A recent
agreement allowing U.S. military
dependents in Spain to work re-
motely for American companies
while maintaining important trea-
ty protections requires more de-
tail to assure employers, advo-
cates say.

The pact, reached in June, lacks
specificity on legal, tax and other
obligations that U.S. companies
need to hire family members and
others living with U.S. military
service members or Defense De-
partment civilians serving over-
seas, they say.

This agreement “appears to be
in the spirit of providing clarity;
however, it’s lacking in critical de-
tails that would actually deliver
that clarity,” said Beth Conlin,
who chairs the board of the Mili-
tary Spouse Chamber of Com-
merce and serves as a Blue Star
Families adviser.

The document allows depen-
dents of American military ser-
vice members and DOD civilian
workers to work remotely for U.S.
companies without affecting pro-
tections afforded them through
the NATO Status of Forces Agree-
ment.

Those protections include entry
and departure, driving privileges,
housing and other benefits while
living in a host nation.

The same accommodation
would be made for dependents ac-
companying Spanish forces in the
U.S., according to an undated let-
ter sent by the U.S. Embassy in
Madrid to the Spanish Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, European Union
and Cooperation.

U.S. officials say the agreement
expands employment opportuni-
ties and advances a priority of
President Joe Biden’s administra-

SEE SPAIN ON PAGE 6

Israeli soldiers work on tanks in a staging area in northern Israel near the Israel-Lebanon border on Tuesday.

PHotos By BAz RATNER/AP

Iran launches attack on Israel

Jerusalem and US have warned of severe
consequences If Tehran fires missiles

Israeli army tanks maneuver in a staging area in northern Israel near
the Israel-Lebanon border.

By AAMER MADHANI,
JuLiA FRANKEL
AND BASSEM MROUE
Associated Press
JERUSALEM — Iran said it
fired dozens of missiles into Israel
on Tuesday, a sharp escalation of
the monthslong conflict between
Israel and the Iran-backed mili-
tias Hezbollah and Hamas. There
were no immediate reports of ca-
sualties as Israel ordered resi-
dents to head to bomb shelters and
as air raid sirens sounded across
the country.

A series of window-shaking ex-
plosions were heard in Tel Aviv
and near Jerusalem, though it was
not immediately clear whether
the sounds were from missiles
landing or being intercepted by Is-
raeli defenses, or both.

Israel and the United States
have warned there would be se-
vere consequences in the event of
an attack on Israel from Iran,
which backs the militant group
Hezbollah in Lebanon. President

SEE ISRAEL ON PAGE 11
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Epic Games sues Google, Samsung over settings

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Video game
maker Epic Games sued Google
and Samsung on Monday, accus-
ing the tech companies of coordi-
nating to block third-party compe-
tition in application distribution
on Samsung devices.

At issue is Samsung’s “Auto
Blocker” feature, which only al-
lows for apps from authorized
sources, such as the Samsung Gal-
axy Store or Google Play Store, to
be installed. The feature is turned
on by default but can be changed

in a phone’s settings. The tool pre-
vents the installation of applica-
tions from unauthorized sources
and blocks “malicious activity,”
according to Samsung.

In alawsuit filed in San Francis-
co federal court — Epic’s second
against Google — the company
said Auto Blocker “is virtually
guaranteed to entrench Google’s
dominance over Android app dis-
tribution.” Epic, developer of the
popular game “Fortnite,” filed the
lawsuit to prevent Google from
“negating the long overdue prom-

ise of competition in the Android
App Distribution Market,” ac-
cording to the complaint.
“Allowing this coordinated ille-
gal anti-competitive dealing to
proceed hurts developers and
consumers and undermines both
the jury’s verdict and regulatory
and legislative progress around
the world,” Epic Games said.
Google did not respond to a re-
quest for comment. Samsung said
it “actively fosters market compe-
tition, enhances consumer choice,
and conducts its operations fairly.”

Military rates
Euro costs (Oct. 2) $1.08
British pound (Oct. 2) $1.30
Japanese yen (Oct. 2) 138.00
South Korean won (Oct. 2) 1271.00
Ci cial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) 0.3770
Britain (Pound) 1.3290
Canada (Dollar) 1.3511
China (Yuan) 7.0291
Denmark (Krone) 6.7438
Egypt (Pound) 48.2311
Euro 0.9041
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.7746
Hungary (Forint) 359.97
Israel (Shekel) 3.7515
Japan (Yen) 143.54
Kuwait (Dinar) 0.3055
Norway (Krone) 10.6003
Philippines (Peso) 56.22
Poland (Zloty) 3.88
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7519
Singapore (Dollar) 1.2877
South Korea (Won) 1324.50

Switzerland (Franc) 0.8464
Thailand (Baht) 32.55
Turkey (NewLira) 34.2097

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates areinterbankrates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 8.00
Interest Rates Discount rate 5.00
Federal funds market rate 4.83
3-month bill 4.64
30-year bond 4.12
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Former Dutch leader takes NATO reins

Rutte replaces Stoltenberg,
pledges to keep up Ukraine aid

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

Leadership of the 32-nation
NATO alliance changed hands
Tuesday for the first time in a
decade as former Dutch Prime
Minster Mark Rutte took the
helm of a military bloc facing se-
curity challenges unrivaled since
the Cold War era.

Rutte replaced Jens Stolten-
berg, who for 10 years led NA-
TO’s efforts to rebuild itself to
counter a renewed threat from
Russia.

Stoltenberg also guided the
US.-led alliance during the
White House tenure of Donald
Trump, whose frequent criticism
of the alliance created uncertain-
ty about the future of American
commitment to NATO, which the
country started in the aftermath
of World War IIL.

Moments after taking on the ti-
tle of NATO secretary-general,
Rutte faced questions about how
he would deal with Trump should
the Republican nominee return
to the White House next year.

“I’m not worried,” Rutte said.
“I will be able to work with both
(candidates) whatever the out-
come of the election.”

For any NATO chief, the most
critical part of the job is manag-
ing the alliance’s relationship
with the United States.

Rutte’s reputation for having a
deft diplomatic touch was likely a
factor in his selection by mem-
bers to replace Stoltenberg, who
himself was referred to at times
by NATO insiders as the “Trump
whisperer.”

Rutte showcased some of those
diplomatic skills during the 2018

NATO summit, in which there
were concerns that Trump was
poised to withdraw the U.S. from
the security bloc.

During a crisis meeting of
heads of state, Rutte was said to
have realized that the key was to
give Trump credit for calling out
allies for their lack of defense
spending and demanding more
spending in the future. Past U.S.
presidents had done the same for
decades, though in more diplo-
matic terms.

On Tuesday, Rutte restated
that Trump deserved credit.

“He was the one pushing us to
spend more,” Rutte said.

For NATO members, defense
spending started inching up after
Russia’s 2014 armed takeover of
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula
and picked up momentum during
Trump’s time in office.

Those expenditures have only
accelerated since then, with Rus-
sia’s 2022 full-scale invasion of
Ukraine pushing allies to spend
even more.

Meanwhile, 23 of NATO’s 32
countries hit the benchmark that
called for members to spend at
least 2% of their gross domestic
product on military matters by
2024. A decade ago, only three hit
the mark.

Besides questions about de-
fense spending and the outcome
of the upcoming U.S. election and
what effect that could have on
NATO operations, the alliance is
grappling with immediate threats
on its periphery.

With no end in sight to Russia’s
war in Ukraine, the NATO chief
will need to carry on efforts to
fine-tune defense plans for high-

NATO

New NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte, right, shakes hands with his predecessor Jens Stoltenberg
after taking the helm of the alliance at a ceremony at its headquarters in Brussels on Tuesday.

er numbers of alliance troops to
be able to defend territory on
short notice.

“Over this decade, we have im-
plemented the biggest reinforce-
ment of NATO, our collective de-
fense, in a generation, with a
higher readiness, more troops in
the eastern part of the alliance,”
Stoltenberg said Tuesday.

During his tenure, the alliance
saw the addition of four new
member countries: North Mace-
donia, Montenegro, Finland and
Sweden.

The longtime neutrality of the
two Nordic states quickly ended
in response to the 2022 invasion
as both chose to seek NATO
membership, a change that was
almost unthinkable just a few
years before.

NATO also is playing a larger
role in coordinating military as-
sistance for Ukraine, which until
recently was spearheaded by the
United States.

“We have gone from only pro-
viding marginal support to Uk-
raine back in 2014 to now provid-
ing massive support ... and NATO
coordinating the support to Uk-
raine with a new command in
Germany,” Stoltenberg said.

Rutte said maintaining allied
support for Ukraine will be one
of his main efforts.

“We have to make sure that
Ukraine prevails as a sovereign,
independent, democratic nation,”
Rutte said.

Rutte also addressed the con-
sequences of not supporting Uk-
raine in referring to the 2014
downing of Malaysia Airlines
Flight 17, which took off from
Amsterdam and was shot down
over eastern UKkraine.

Nearly 300 people, including
196 Dutch nationals, were killed
when a Russian-made anti-air-
craft missile downed the aircraft.

“I know from personal experi-
ence ... how the conflict in Uk-

raine is not contained to the front
lines,” Rutte said.

As Ukraine struggles to blunt
Russian advances, Kyiv is push-
ing allies for permission to use
Western-supplied weapons to hit
targets against military sites
deeper in Russia.

Rutte said such strikes are le-
gitimate.

“Ukraine is fighting a war of
self-defense ... and as we know,
according to international law,
this right does not end at the bor-
der,” he said.

Still, mindful of his role as NA-
TO’s chief dealmaker, he said he
was in no position to demand al-
lies permit such strikes. So far,
the Biden administration has
been reluctant to greenlight Ky-
iv’s request.

“This is for the individual allies
in their relationship with Ukraine
(to decide),” Rutte said. “But ob-
viously this is an important de-
bate.”

Video shows Russian jet buzzing American F-16 near Alaska

By WyarT OLsON
Stars and Stripes

A Russian fighter jet zooms
dangerously close to an American
F-16 near Alaska in a dramatic
video posted online Monday.

The Russian Su-35 flew in a
manner that was “unsafe, unpro-
fessional and endangered all,” Air
Force Gen. Gregory Guillot, com-
mander of U.S. Northern Com-
mand and North American Aero-
space Defense Command, wrote
Monday in a post on X. The con-
duct was “not what you’d see in a
professional air force.”

The post was accompanied by a
short video taken Sept. 23 from the
point of view of the American F-16
fighter jet that was buzzed while
flying within the Alaskan Air De-

% N
e N
North American Aerospace Defense Command

On Sept. 23, a Russian Su-35 flew in a manner that was “unsafe,
unprofessional and endangered all,” Air Force Gen. Gregory Guillot

said Monday in a post on X.

fense Identification Zone.
The identification zone is air-

space beyond a nation’s territorial
boundary over which it maintains

air traffic control for the sake of
national security.

With the Russian jet’s wings
tipped vertically, the aircraft
comes up from behind the F-16
and whisks past the left side of the
American jet, which immediately
rocked to its side, the 15-second
video shows.

On Sept. 14, NORAD tracked a
pair of IL-38 surveillance aircraft
that crossed the Alaskan zone.

In July, US. and Canadian
fighter jets intercepted two Rus-
sian bombers and two Chinese
bombers flying about 200 miles off
the coast of Alaska, Defense Sec-
retary Lloyd Austin told reporters
July 2S.

In response to Russian and Chi-
nese air forays into the Arctic re-

gion, the Alaska-based 11th Air-
borne Division last month de-
ployed three Army units to the
Aleutian Islands, about 1,200
miles west of Anchorage.

Army Maj. Gen. Joseph Hilbert,
commander of the 11th Airborne,
described the deployment of sol-
diers to Shemya Island as a show
of force.

“As the number of adversarial
exercises increases around Alas-
ka and throughout the region, in-
cluding June’s joint Russian-Chi-
nese bomber patrol, the operation
to Shemya Island demonstrates
the division’s ability to respond to
events in the Indo-Pacific or
across the globe, with a ready, le-
thal force within hours,” Hilbert
said in a Sept. 13 statement.



Pace 4

3RS RE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Wednesday, October 2, 2024

PACIFIC

South Korea shows off arsenal at parade

Seoul unveils weapon it says is capable
of taking out North Korea's leadership

By Davip CHot
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korea, during its Armed Forces
Day parade on Tuesday, unveiled
a weapon it says is capable of tak-
ing out North Korea’s leadership.
Meanwhile, a U.S. B-1B Lancer
made a rare flight over the capital.

Roughly 5,000 South Korean
troops — many armed and
equipped for various environ-
ments — marched in downtown
Seoul, which closed its streets to
accommodate tens of thousands
on hand to commemorate the 76th
anniversary of the military’s
founding.

South Korea used the event to
unveil its latest intermediate-
range ballistic missile, the Hyun-
moo-S. Seoul has described the
missile as a retaliatory weapon to
strike at leaders in Pyongyang in
the event of war.

The missile appears capable of
carrying a warhead of over 8 tons,
Yang UK, a research fellow at the
Asan Institute for Policy Studies
in Seoul, told Stars and Stripes by
phone Tuesday.

The missile’s transporter erec-
tor launcher can move all 18 of its
wheels at a roughly 45-degree an-
gle and drive diagonally for grea-
ter mobility, Yang said.

About 250 U.S. soldiers also
marched in the parade. Two Air
Force F-16 Fighting Falcons and
four A-10 Thunderbolt IIs were
scheduled to fly over Seoul but
were canceled due to inclement
weather in the afternoon, 7th Air
Force spokeswoman Rachel Bui-
trago said by phone Tuesday.

The Lancer, capable of carrying

An Air Force B-1B Lancer flies
over South Korea’s capital.

the largest payload of any Air
Force bomber, passed over the pa-
rade route for the first time.

A pair of Lancers from Dyess
Air Force Base, Texas, last flew
over the capital in October 2017
during the Seoul International
Aerospace & Defense Exhibition.

North and South Korean leaders
traded barbs as troops and heavy
equipment paraded on Tuesday.

North Korean vice defense min-
ister Kim Kang Il described the
display as a “bluffing military
demonstration” and that Pyong-
yang is prepared to make “fresh
action plans ... and carry them
out,” according to a statement in
the state-run Korean Central
News Agency.

Kim said his country is “keenly
watching the frequent deploy-
ment of U.S. strategic assets and
their traces on the Korean Penin-
sula,” according to KCNA.

South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol in a speech prior to the
parade’s start thanked the U.S.
and South Korean militaries for
“protecting our country and its
people with thoroughness and

T ———
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Forces Day on Tuesday.

precision.”

“When the North Korean com-
munists started the Korean War
... our military fought bravely and
shed blood to protect the free
[South Koreal,” he said. “Even
now, they stand firm against the
constant threats and provocations
from North Korea, carrying out
the important mission of safe-
guarding the nation and its peo-
ple.”

Yoon also warned that if North
Korea “attempts to use nuclear
weapons, it will face the resolute
and overwhelming response of
our military and the [U.S.-South
Korea] alliance.

“That day will be the end of the
North Korean regime,” he said.

PHoTtos BY Luis Garcia/Stars and Stripes
A South Korean transporter erector launcher carrying a Hyunmoo-5 missile is paraded in Seoul for Armed

e

About 250 U.S. soldiers marched through downtown Se;ul during
South Korea’s Armed Forces Day parade.

Navy’s only laser-equipped destroyer en route to Japan

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — The U.S. Navy’s only
guided-missile destroyer
equipped with a directed energy
weapon is on its way to join the
U.S. 7th Fleet in Japan.

The USS Preble left its former
homeport of San Diego on Sept.
22 bound for Yokosuka, where it
will take the place of the USS
Benfold. That warship, mean-
while, will relocate to Everett,
Wash., U.S. Pacific Fleet an-
nounced Thursday.

The Preble is the only U.S. war-
ship outfitted with the High-
Energy Laser with Integrated Op-
tical-dazzler and Surveillance, or
HELIOS, system. It can counter
small watercraft or drones and is
able to collect long-range intelli-

gence, according to manufacturer
Lockheed Martin’s website.

HELIOS remains in the at-sea
testing phase and will continue
testing while homeported in Yo-
kosuka, Task Force 70 spokesman
Lt. Cmdr. Seth Koenig told Stars
and Stripes by email Tuesday.

“Deploying the most capable
surface ships, such as USS Pre-
ble, and superior technology for-
ward ensures the United States is
best able to honor our security
commitments to Japan and sup-
port a free and open Indo-Pacif-
ic,” he wrote.

The Benfold departs a year
short of the Navy’s decade limit
on overseas deployments for war-
ships. It arrived in October 2015
as one of the most advanced de-
stroyers in the service.

Koenig declined to comment on

when the Benfold will depart or
when the Preble will arrive, citing
security concerns.

Ship swaps are relatively rou-
tine for the Navy, and the service
over the past decade has regular-
ly reassigned its most advanced
vessels to the Indo-Pacific, which
the Pentagon continues to view as
an important theater due to ac-
tions by China, North Korea and
Russia.

“It has been more than four
years since Preble last operated
in 7th Fleet,” the ship’s skipper,
Cmdr. Paul Archer, said in the
news release. “But Preble today
is markedly different than the
ship that last left 7th Fleet. Armed
with the U.S. Navy’s most capable
combat system suite, this crew is
well-trained and hungry to take
our cutting-edge warship west to

support national strategic objec-
tives.”

HELIOS works with the Pre-
ble’s Flight ITA Aegis Combat
System — the Navy’s command-
and-control suite aboard guided-
missile destroyers — and uses the
ship’s power rather than tradi-
tional ammunition, according to
Lockheed Martin

“HELIOS enhances the overall
combat system effectiveness of
the ship to deter future threats
and provide additional protection
for Sailors, and we understand we
must provide scalable solutions
customized to the Navy’s priori-
ties,” Rick Cordaro, vice presi-
dent of Lockheed Martin Ad-
vanced Product Solutions, said in
an Aug. 18 news release.

Lockheed Martin in March
2018 received a $150 million con-

tract with options up to $942.8
million to develop, manufacture
and deliver two HELIOS suites to
the Navy.

Systems such as HELIOS offer
significant strategic advantages,
including a low cost per shot, fas-
ter and more precise targeting,
the ability to counter “radically
maneuvering missiles,” and the
ability to graduate from detection
and interference to disabling
damage, according to an Aug. 26
report on shipboard lasers from
the Congressional Research Ser-
vice

Challenges, however, include
line of sight limitations, atmo-
spheric and weather interfe-
rence, hardened targets and the
potential for collateral damage,
including damage to human eye-
sight, according to the report.
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Claims against Army over sex abuse cases at $90M

Three more men file complaints seeking $5M each for failing to protect patients from misconduct

By GARY WARNER
AND Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

Three more men filed com-
plaints against the Army seeking
$5 million each for failing to pro-
tect patients from misconduct by
a military doctor facing a court-
martial in one of the largest sex-
ual abuse cases in the service’s
history.

Army Maj. Michael Stockin,
38, is scheduled for a court-mar-
tial in January on charges that he
sexually abused 41 patients at
Madigan Army Medical Center
on Joint Base Lewis-McChord,
which is S0 miles south of Seattle.
He is scheduled to plead guilty in
an agreement with the Army, ac-
cording to online court records,
though the service and Stockin’s
attorney have not said to which
charges the agreement applies.

Stockin, an anesthesiologist
and pain specialist, is accused of
47 counts of abusive sexual con-
tact and five counts of wrongfully
viewing another person’s private
area. If convicted of all charges,
Stockin could face a maximum
penalty of more than 300 years in
prison.

The doctor is no longer seeing
patients but is not in pretrial con-
finement as he awaits his court-
martial, according to the Army
and court documents.

The three new complaints filed
last week are among 18 adminis-
trative complaints about Stockin
submitted under the Federal Tort
Claims Act. Each claim asks for
$S million in compensation, for a
total of $90 million to date. Under
federal law, an agency can be
sued in federal court only after
complaints are filed and rejected.

“Our civil case is separate and
apart from the criminal case, but
I will say that if Dr. Stockin
pleads guilty, my clients will be
grateful to see him held accoun-
table in the criminal case,” said
Christine Dunn, an attorney with
Sanford Heisler Sharp
McKnight, a Washington, D.C.,
law firm representing the 18
complainants. “But from our per-
spective, the Army is also at fault
here, and we hope that the Army
will ultimately take responsibility
for its role in allowing it to hap-
pen.”

The Army declined to com-
ment on the complaints filed, cit-
ing them as pending litigation.

Each claim filed with the Army
follows a similar narrative and
was written under pseudonyms.
The service members and veter-
ans — all men — accused Stockin

of asking them to remove their
clothes and then touching their
genitalia under the guise of med-
ical treatment.

The contact was not medically
necessary, Dunn said.

One man wrote he went in for
neck and back pain and Stockin
asked him to disrobe and fondled
his groin area.

“I was confused why Dr. Stock-
in did not examine any other
parts of my body, including my
back,” the man wrote in the com-
plaint.

He blamed the Army, which he
said “owed a duty of care” to pa-
tients at Madigan. He said he was
instructed to see Stockin after
February 2022, which is after the
Army has said it barred Stockin
from seeing patients.

“The Army breached that duty
by negligently hiring and negli-

gently supervising Dr. Stockin,”
he wrote. “The Army’s negli-
gence directly caused me to be
sexually assaulted by Dr. Stock-
in.”

Another man wrote of a similar
experience and said it left him
with severe anxiety regarding
doctor appointments, including
those for his children.

Stockin joined the Army in
2013 and was stationed at Tripler
Army Medical Center in Honolu-
lu and Walter Reed National Mil-
itary Medical Center in Bethes-
da, Md., and he was deployed to
Irag. He was transferred to Le-
wis-McChord in July 2019.

Army prosecutors and crimi-
nal investigators said they have
launched inquiries into whether
Stockin had abused patients at
his earlier posts, but none have
been reported.

Army reservists lied
about performing funeral
ceremonies, stole $100K

By JuLiA MARNIN
Tribune News Service

A Louisiana man is the latest
former U.S. Army reservist to
plead guilty in a fraud scheme that
scammed the Army out of more
than $100,000, federal prosecutors
said.

He is one of seven defendants
charged in January 2021 in con-
nection with lying about perform-
ing honors ceremonies at military
funerals, according to the U.S. At-
torney’s Office for the Eastern
District of Louisiana.

The man sought reimburse-
ment for purported military hon-
ors ceremonies that he never per-
formed between November 2013
and August 2016 — and stole
$11,378.27, court documents
show. At the time, he was sta-
tioned as a corporal at the Naval
Air Station Joint Reserve Base
New Orleans.

A staff sergeant, who is a co-de-
fendant in the case and worked at
the base as an Army pay techni-
cian, submitted fraudulent pay-
ment requests for the man, ac-
cording to court documents.

Now, the man has pleaded
guilty to conspiracy to commit
theft of government funds, the
U.S. Attorney’s Office said in a
Sunday news release.

He’s agreed to repay the Army
the same amount prosecutors said
he stole as part of his plea agree-
ment. He is scheduled to be sen-
tenced on Feb. 13, 2025, according
to prosecutors.

The man’s defense attorney

didn’t immediately respond to
McClatchy News’ request for
comment Monday.

For active-duty soldiers, retired
service members and veterans
who have died, families can re-
quest military funeral honors,
such as the folding of the U.S. flag,
to be performed during services,
prosecutors said.

The staff sergeant who submit-
ted the man’s fraudulent requests
for reimbursement also submit-
ted payment requests for himself
and five other former Army re-
servists for military funeral hon-
ors that never happened, accord-
ing to the indictment.

He was accused of stealing
$18,825.83 for himself, the indict-
ment shows.

He pleaded guilty to count one
of the indictment — conspiracy to
commit theft of government funds
— in October 2023 and is sched-
uled to be sentenced on Dec. S, ac-
cording to court records.

Four other defendants pleaded
guilty to the same charge and have
been sentenced to terms of proba-
tion, court records show. They
were also ordered to pay restitu-
tion as part of their sentences.

Two of these defendants
worked for the New Orleans Po-
lice Department when they were
indicted, according to prosecu-
tors.

Ajury trialis set for Feb. 24 for a
seventh former Army reservist
who previously pleaded not guilty
to all counts against him, accord-
ing to court records.

L7

EpwiN WRisTON/U.S. Army

Helicopter steals show at Girls in Aviation Day

An all-women air crew from the West Virginia National Guard participated in the 3rd annual Girls in Aviation
Day held at the Robert C. Byrd National Aerospace Education Center, in Clarksburg, W.Va., on Sept. 28.
The air crew piloted their “unmanned” UH-60M Blackhawk helicopter to the event, landing to the cheers
and applause of hundreds of young girls and teens who came to the event meant to inspire and expose
young girls to the broad range of career opportunities in the aviation industry.

Large anti-war protest expected outside
Army’s Europe headquarters Thursday

By BRADLEY LATHAM
Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN, Germany —
Commuters driving to the U.S. Ar-
my base that is home to the
service’s headquarters for Europe
and Africa could be in for a delay
Thursday resulting from prepara-
tions for an afternoon anti-war
protest.

Up to S00 demonstrators are ex-
pected to gather outside Clay Ka-
serne from noon to S p.m. that day,
city of Wiesbaden spokesman Ralf
Munser said Tuesday.

A follow-on march around the

installation and demonstration
outside the main gate may last un-
til 8 p.m., U.S. Army Garrison
Wiesbaden said in a Facebook
post Tuesday.

As early as Wednesday night,
city crews could start setting up
barriers, blocking the right-hand
lane of the installation’s access
road. The lane closure could snarl
traffic Thursday morning, accord-
ing to the garrison’s statement.

There may be a larger than nor-
mal German police presence out-
side Clay Kaserne’s main gate
throughout Thursday, the Army

command said.

Although the demonstration is
expected to be peaceful, the garri-
son is reminding its members not
to get involved or interact with the
demonstrators. Drivers are urged
not to prolong any delays by rub-
bernecking as they pass the pro-
test.

Thursday is a German federal
holiday marking the anniversary
of the country’s 1990 reunifica-
tion.

Stars and Stripes reporter Marcus Kloeckner
contributed to this report.
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CENTCOM confirms attack on US in Syria

By ALisoN BaTH
Stars and Stripes

A U.S. base in eastern Syria was
recently struck by rocket fire, in
what appeared to be the latest mil-
itant attack on American forces in
the country since the Israel-Ha-
mas war erupted nearly a year
ago.

No personnel were injured in
the early morning attack Thurs-
day at Mission Support Site Eu-
phrates, in which one rocket hit the
base, U.S. Central Command said
Monday. There were no injuries to
personnel and there was no signif-
icant damage to the installation,
the command said.

It wasn’t clear Tuesday what
group launched the strike.

Confirmation of the attack, at
least the second on the installation
since July, came after U.S. forces
completed targeted strikes last
month in Syria that killed 37 terro-
rists, including senior leaders of
the Islamic State and Hurras al-
Din, an al-Qaida affiliate, CENT-
COM announced Sunday.

Those actions were carried out
Sept. 26 and Sept. 24, the com-
mand said. More than 2,000 U.S.
service members are deployed to
Iraq, and an additional 900 to Syria
as part of a coalition fighting to
prevent a resurgence of ISIS.

On Aug. 9, eight U.S. service
members were treated for trau-
matic brain injury and smoke in-
halation following a drone attack
on Rumalyn Landing Zone near
Syria’s northeastern border with
Turkey and Iraq.

A few weeks prior to that, a sin-
gle rocket was launched against

EmMMA Scearce/U.S. Army Reserve

U.S. Army National Guard soldiers participate in a live-fire exercise in northeastern Syria in April 2024.
American and coalition forces at Mission Support Site Euphrates in eastern Syria were targeted by a
rocket attack on Sept. 26, with one striking the base.

Mission Support Site Euphrates.
Militants also launched two rock-
ets the same day in a separate at-
tack aimed at al Asad Air Base in
western Iraq.

There were no injuries or dam-
age in either attack. But four U.S.
service members and an Ameri-
can contractor were injured when
two rockets struck al Asad Aug. S.

Last week’s attack on U.S. forces
in Syria comes as fighting esca-
lates in the Middle East and the
threat of a wider regional conflict
looms.

On Tuesday, the Israeli military
launched a ground invasion into
southern Lebanon after Killing

many of Hezbollah’s top leaders in
a series of airstrikes designed to
cripple the militant group.

Iran responded in retaliation to
the killing with dozens of missiles
fired into Israel late Tuesday, ac-
cording to The Associated Press.

Hezbollah began attacking Is-
rael on Oct. 8, a day after its ally
Hamas invaded Israel from Gaza.

On Monday, the Pentagon an-
nounced that the U.S. is sending
thousands of troops to the Middle
East to boost the security of Amer-
ican forces already in the region
and support the defense of Israel if
necessary.

American personnel in Iraq and

Syria have come under more than
175 drone and rocket attacks over
the past year.

Last month, American forces as-
signed to al Asad and Baghdad In-
ternational Airport started a tran-
sition to another base in northern
Iraq as part of an agreement with
that will end the mission in the
country, The Associated Press re-
ported Saturday.

An unspecified number of U.S.
forces will stay in Iraq in some
measure to support counter-ISIS
operations in Syria through 2026,
AP said.

CENTCOM on Monday also
confirmed the downing of another

MQ-9 Reaper drone in Yemen,
calling it “the latest example of
malign and reckless behavior by
the Iranian-backed Houthis that
threatens regional stability.”

Houthi rebels claimed Monday
that they had shot down the $30
million drone with a surface-to-air
missile. Two more U.S. drones
were shot down in September.

On Friday, the Pentagon an-
nounced that U.S. Navy ships had
intercepted a barrage of Houthi
missiles and drones launched into
the shipping lanes of the Red Sea.
No U.S. ships were hit in the at-
tack, and no American military
personnel were injured, officials
said.

U.S. and coalition forces have
patrolled the vital waterway in re-
sponse to Houthi attacks on com-
mercial ships that began in No-
vember.

The Abraham Lincoln Carrier
Strike Group remains in the Gulf
of Oman. The group includes the
aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lin-
coln and the destroyers USS John
S. McCain and USS Daniel Inouye,
USNI News reported last month.

The beefed-up U.S. presence in
the region also includes the Wasp
Amphibious Ready Group on duty
in the eastern Mediterranean Sea.
Four U.S destroyers also are de-
ployed to the eastern Mediterrane-
an, according to USNI.

Meanwhile, the Harry S. Tru-
man Carrier Strike Group depart-
ed its homeport in Norfolk, Va., on
Sept. 23 for a scheduled deploy-
ment to the U.S. 6th Fleet area of
operations, which includes the
Eastern Mediterranean.

Spain: Military spouses left uncertain of
their working status with new agreement

FROM PAGE 1
tion to recruit, hire and retain mil-
itary-connected spouses.

“It answers a long-standing call
of the nearly 7,000 service mem-
bers and their families posted in
Spain,” the U.S. Embassy in Ma-
drid said Monday.

But ambiguity is leaving some
military spouses, such as Kate
Jordan, holding the bag when it
comes to keeping their jobs or get-
ting hired by a U.S. company.

Initially, Jordan’s multinational
American employer was keen to
keep the mom of two working
when her active-duty husband re-
ceived orders to Naval Station Ro-
ta earlier this year.

But company officials reviewed
the agreement and subsequently
determined that Jordan wouldn’t
be able to stay on the payroll while
the family was living overseas.

The company’s structure re-

quired that Jordan be reassigned
to its office in Spain, a change not
addressed by the agreement, she
said.

“I'm starting from scratch yet
again,” said Jordan, who ultimate-
ly quit her job in August. “And I
didn’t want to do that because I
thought that I had established
something. I thought I'd be able to
just keep doing my job and that
would be that.”

Many military spouses living
overseas quit their jobs or choose
not to pursue telework opportuni-
tiesinthe U.S.,fearing unintended
consequences from giving up
their SOFA status to seek or main-
tain employment.

That means losing income that
often substantially contributes to
families’ well-being, pushing
some to the brink of poverty, a
Stars and Stripes investigation
last year found.

In Germany, spouses can work
remotely for their American em-
ployers in most cases. Bahrain, Ja-
pan and South Korea also allow te-
lework.

But other countries, such as
Belgium, prohibit military spous-
es from obtaining employment
other than jobs at their overseas
bases unless they give up their SO-
FA status.

Last year, an agreement be-
tween the U.S. and Italy reversed
more than a decade of policy that
forced thousands of spouses of
military personnel, Defense De-
partment civilians and Pentagon
contractors in Italy to choose be-
tween continuing their careers or
giving up their SOFA rights and
protections.

“The ‘exchanging of letters’ that
happened with Italy is still the
(gold) standard of the type of clar-
ity that we and private-sector em-

) = =% RS

NATHAN CARPENTER / U.S. Navy

An aerial photo of Naval Station Rota, Spain in 2022, A recent
agreement with Spain allows U.S. military dependents in the country
to work remotely for American companies while maintaining Status of
Forces Agreement treaty protections.

ployers need,” Conlin said.

Deborah Braddy thought she’d
have to give up her remote job
when her husband received or-
ders for NS Rota in January but
was hopeful she could keep work-
ing for a DOD contractor as a re-
sult of the agreement.

Since then, her employer deter-
mined that vagueness in the docu-
ment about labor laws and tax im-
plications makes direct employ-
ment inadvisable, she said.

The company suggested she
could work for them through an-

other business that specializes in
filling remote jobs for employers.
Braddy is going through that proc-
ess now and is confident she even-
tually will be successful in getting
back to work.

Despite the hurdles, Jordan and
Braddy are grateful for the agree-
ment and its implications for mil-
itary spouses who have long strug-
gled with the career and financial
impacts of frequent moves.

“You feel seen and you feel
heard and that you’re not alone,”
Braddy said.
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Recovery crews
working hard to

aid battered NG

Associated Press

SWANNANOA, N.C. — Res-
cuers fanned out across the moun-
tains of western North Carolina on
Tuesday in search of anyone still
unaccounted for since Hurricane
Helene’s remnants caused cata-
strophic damage to the Southeast,
with the death toll nearing 140 peo-
ple.

Many who lived through the
deadly storm were left without
electricity or any way to reach out
for help. Some cooked food on
charcoal grills or hiked to high
ground in the hopes of finding a sig-
nal to call loved ones.

The devastation was especially
bad in the Blue Ridge Mountains,
where atleast 40 people died in and
around the city of Asheville, a
tourism haven known for its art
galleries, breweries and outdoor
activities.

Just outside the city, in the small
community of Swannanoa, reced-

ing floodwaters revealed -cars
stacked on top of others and trailer
homes that had floated away dur-
ing the storm. Roads were caked
with mud and debris and pock-
marked by sinkholes.

Exhausted emergency crews
worked around the clock to clear
roads, restore power and phone
service, and reach those still
stranded by the storm, which killed
at least 139 people in six states.
Nearly half of the deaths were in
North Carolina, while dozens of
others were in South Carolina and
Georgia.

Search and rescue crews from
all levels of government were de-
ployed throughout western North
Carolina. Federal agencies, aid
groups and volunteers worked to
deliver supplies by air, truck and
even mule train.

President Joe Biden was set to
survey the devastation in the re-
gion Wednesday.

@..

Mike STEWART/AP

Debris is seen in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, on Monday, in Asheville, N.C.

The North Carolina death toll in-
cluded one horrific story after an-
other of people trapped by flood-
waters or killed by falling trees. A
courthouse security officer died af-
ter being submerged in his truck. A
couple and a 6-year-old boy wait-
ing on a rooftop to be rescued
drowned when part of their home
collapsed.

Rescuers did save dozens of oth-
er people, including an infant and
two others who were stuck on the
top of a car in Atlanta.

Search crews around Asheville

first focused on those who were es-
pecially vulnerable, using helicop-
ters to get past washed out bridges
or hiking to isolated homes.

“We’ve been going door to door,
making sure that we can put eyes
on people and see if they’re safe,”
said Avril Pinder, the county man-
ager for Buncombe County, which
includes Asheville. “We know that
there are places that are still hard
to access.”

The storm unleashed the worst
flooding in a century in North Car-
olina. Rainfall estimates in some

areas have topped more than 2 feet
since Wednesday, and several
main routes into Asheville were
damaged or blocked by mudslides.
That includes a 4-mile section of
Interstate 40 that was heavily dam-
aged.

Across Georgia, Helene’s inland
path knocked out power and shat-
tered lives from Valdosta to Augus-
ta, where a line of cars waiting to
get water Tuesday wrapped
around a shopping center and
stretched at least a half-mile down
the road.

Over 6,200 National Guard troops respond to Hurricane Helene

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

More than 6,200 National
Guard troops from a dozen states
are responding to the aftermath
of Hurricane Helene, which
made landfall last week as a cate-
gory 4 storm and has left more
than 100 people dead.

The active-duty military also is
contributing to response and res-
cue efforts by providing person-
nel, equipment and access to its
installations in the region as stag-
ing areas.

Hurricane Helene hit Thurs-
day in Florida’s Big Bend region
with wind speeds up to 140 mph
before storming across the south-
east U.S. and dumping multiple
feet of rain in some locations.

In its wake, the hurricane de-
stroyed infrastructure, created
widespread flooding and cut off
power to millions.

At least 121 deaths in six states
have been attributed to the
storm, according to The Associat-
ed Press.

As of Monday morning, nearly
3,900 members of the Florida Na-
tional Guard were working with
hundreds of tactical vehicles and
boats and 11 helicopters to per-
form emergency response mis-
sions in dozens of counties
throughout the state, according to
state and military officials.

Troops there have rescued
more than 150 people and at least
56 animals, while also clearing
more than 1,000 miles of roads.
The Guard has distributed thou-
sands of cases of water, Meals,
Ready to Eat, bags of ice, and
tarps.

Other activations included
about 1,500 Guard members in
Georgia, nearly 600 in South Car-
olina, about 130 in Tennessee and
nearly S0 in Virginia.

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp
spoke Monday about conditions
in his state and some of the lives
lost, including a firefighter re-
sponding to a call, and three sep-
arate instances where trees fell
on homes. One falling tree took
the life of a mother and her 1-
month-old twin boys, he said.

Troops on Monday continued
to help clear roads of debris and
downed trees so that supplies and
utility workers could reach re-
mote areas, Georgia officials
said.

North Carolina was hit hard
with flooding in the western re-
gion of the state.

More than 700 Guard mem-
bers were activated and received
additional support from Connec-
ticut, Maryland, Pennsylvania,
Iowa, Ohio, New York, South
Carolina and Florida, according
to the Pentagon.

“Across the region, National
Guardsmen are supporting state
and local response efforts,” Sa-
brina Singh, the Pentagon’s dep-
uty press secretary, said Monday.

North Carolina Gov. Roy Coop-
er said Sunday that the state’s
Guard was airlifting supplies to
some of the hardest-hit portions
of the state, including the city of
Asheville, where the water sys-
tem was compromised.

U.S. Northern Command,
which is responsible for defense
and civil-support missions, sent
one unit to Nashville to offer sup-
port staff to local officials and an-
other to Orlando to help with fed-
eral search-and-rescue coordina-
tion, the Pentagon said.

The staging of federal units
was underway Monday at Max-
well Air Force Base in Alabama,
Marine Corps Logistics Base Al-
bany and Robins Air Force Base,
both in Georgia, and Fort Camp-
bell in Kentucky.

The Civil Air Patrol, an Air
Force unit that assists in emer-
gency public service missions,
was activated to conduct disaster
response and damage assessment
in North Carolina and South Car-
olina, according to the Pentagon.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers is providing emergency
power planning and response
teams to Georgia, as well as

teams to inspect dams, levees
and bridges in Tennessee and
Kentucky.

Army engineers were also
tasked with assessing local water

systems across the southeast
where boil water notices were
issued, according to the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency.
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Trump, Harris venture into a political storm

Candidates take
care reacting to
Helene damage

By CLEVE R. WooTsoN JRr.,
IsAAC ARNSDORF
AND MAXINE JOSELOW
The Washington Post

VALDOSTA, Ga.— The two can-
didates for president ventured care-
fully into the politics of Hurricane
Helene on Monday, with Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris canceling West
Coast campaign stops to attend a
storm briefing in Washington and
former President Donald Trump
delivering remarks from a Georgia
city battered by the storm.

Trump blasted the administra-
tion’s response as inadequate dur-
ing a trip to severely damaged Val-
dosta, Ga., while Harris gave re-
marks at the headquarters of the
Federal Emergency Management
Agencyin Washington, aimingtore-
assure the public that the adminis-
tration was acting decisively, but
sensibly, in the storm’s wake.

“Iplantobe on the ground as soon
as possible — as soon as possible
without disrupting any emergency
response operations, because that
must be the highest priority and the
first order of business,” Harris said.

Harris plans to visit Georgia on
Wednesday and survey the devasta-
tion in North Carolina in the coming
days, according to aides who spoke
on the condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss the travel plans, The Associat-
ed Press reported Tuesday.

After Georgia, Harris plans to
continue with scheduled campaign
visits to Wisconsin and Michigan
later this week, with the North Car-
olina trip coming sometime after
that, AP reported.

Echoing remarks by President
Joe Biden earlierin the day, she said
the administration had marshaled
more than 3,300 federal employees,
who would stay in the worst affected

Douc MiLLs, THE NEw York TiIMES/AP

Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump is
briefed by local officials about the damage from Hurricane Helene in

Valdosta, Ga., on Monday.

areasinthe weekstocome. “Ourna-
tion is with you,” she said, back-
dropped by FEMA employees.
“And President Joe Biden and I and
all of the folks behind us are with
you.”

As people in the affected areas
were still reeling from the onslaught
of a hurricane that killed more than
100 people, with more than 600 still
unaccounted for and communities
devastated in six states, the politics
of a bitter campaign seeped into the
conversation. North Carolina and
Georgia are battleground states
coveted by both parties in the presi-
dential election.

And aswaterlogged communities
took their first steps to recovery, the
competing campaigns made duel-
ing decisions about where to posi-
tion their candidates. Trump, in the
middle of the desolation, faulted
Harris for fundraising during the
storm and for being absent in the ar-
eas hardest hit by Helene. Harris
and other Democrats took subtle
digs at Trump, saying politicians
should keep themselves—and their
large security footprints — away
from the most severely damaged
places, freeing up firstrespondersto
restore services and save lives.

Biden also announced that on

Wednesday he would visit North
Carolina, home to some of the har-
desthitcommunities. He added that
he would travel to Georgia and Flor-
ida “as soon as possible” to survey
the damage there.

Natural disasters, and hurricanes
in particular, have a history of play-
ing into national elections, and the
response to them is often seen as a
measure of the competence of the
administration in power. The after-
math of Hurricane Katrina in 2005
contributed to broad dissatisfaction
with the administration of President
George W. Bush, and Republicans
lost control of the House and the
Senate the following year.

Trump quickly sought to make an
issue out of the hurricane over the
weekend, saying Harris “oughttobe
down in the area” affected by He-
lene. He reiterated that message
Monday after appearing in Valdosta
with the Christian humanitarian re-
lief organization Samaritan’s Purse,
suggestinghe wasfillingaholeinthe
federal government’s response.

“The federal government is not
being responsive. [Elected officials
are] having a very hard time getting
the president on the phone,” Trump
said. “He won’t get on, and of course
the vice president, she’s out some

JacQUELYN MARTIN/AP

Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris
speaks at FEMA headquarters, on Monday, in Washington.

place campaigning, looking for
money.”

Trump also suggested, without
evidence, that North Carolina’s
Democratic governor was not help-
ing the Republican areas of that
hard-hit state.

At Monday’s White House press
briefing, Karine Jean-Pierre
pushed back against Trump’s asser-
tion that the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration was being unresponsive to
state leaders, recounting state-
ments Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp, a
Republican, made at a news confe-
rence in Georgia.

“ [The President] just said, ‘Hey,
what do you need?” And I told him,
you know, we got what we need,”
Kemp said. “We’ll work through the
federal process. He offered and if
there’s [other] things you need just
to call him back directly, which I ap-
preciate that.”

The vice president spent the
weekend on a West Coast campaign
swing, raising $55 million at a pair of
California fundraisers. Later, she
announced she would cancel other
campaign events to return to Wash-
ington and attend the FEMA brief-
ing.

Meanwhile, her campaign criti-
cized Trump’s remarks at a rally in

Walker, Mich., where he said of
those affected by the storm: “If we
were there, we’d be helping you.
You'll be okay.”

KamalaHQ, the Harris cam-
paign’s X account, shared video of
that comment with its roughly 1.3
million followers, suggesting that
the former president was down-
playing a deadly disaster.

“You’ll be okay,” the tweet read,
along with a parenthetical note:
“(Dozens of deaths have already
beenreported).”

As president, Trump faced criti-
cism for his handling of major hurri-
canes. In 2018, he casually tossed
rolls of paper towels into a crowd in
San Juan, Puerto Rico, after the is-
land was devastated by Hurricane
Maria ayear earlier.

In Valdosta, Trump praised the
emergency response, and the sup-
port of Samaritan’s Purse, after re-
ceiving a briefing from FEMA and
the National Guard.

“As you know, our country is in
the final weeks of a hard-fought na-
tional election, butin a time like this,
when a crisis hits, when our fellow
citizens cry out in need, none of that
matters,” Trump said outside a
damaged furniture store. “We’re
not talking about politics now.”

Man accused of attempting to kill Trump pleads not guilty to new charges

By STEPHANY MATAT AND
ALANNA DURKIN RICHER
Associated Press

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — A
man who authorities say spent 12
hours camped outside Donald
Trump’s golf course before Secret
Service spotted him with a rifle
pleaded not guilty on Monday tofed-
eral charges including attempted
assassination.

Ryan Wesley Routh appeared
briefly in the federal court in West
Palm Beach days after a grand jury
handed down a five-count indict-
ment stemming from the second at-
tempt on Trump’s life since July.

Routh entered the courtroom
handcuffed in a tan jumpsuit and

waved his hands at reporters gath-
ered to watch the proceedings. His
lawyers declined to comment after
the hearing.

The assassination attempt was
thwarted when a member of his Se-
cret Service protective detail spot-
ted Routh’s rifle barrel protruding
through the golf course fence line,
ahead of where Trump was playing,
authorities say. The agent fired in
the direction of Routh, who sped
away and was arrested in a neigh-
boring county.

Routh did not fire any rounds and
did not have Trump in his line of
sight, officials have said. He left be-
hind a digital camera, a backpack, a
loaded SKS-style rifle with a scope

and a plastic bag containing food.

Prosecutors have said that he had
written of his planstokill Trumpina
handwritten note months before his
Sept. 15 arrest in which he referred
to his actions as a failed “assassina-
tion attempt on Donald Trump” and
offered $150,000 for anyone who
could “finish the job.” That note was
in a box that Routh had apparently
dropped off at the home of an uni-
dentified witness months before his
arrest.

Monday’s hearing was held be-
fore a magistrate judge. But further
proceedings will be overseen by
U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon,
who was appointed to the bench by
Trump and was also assigned to the

criminal case accusing the former
president of illegally hoarding clas-
sified documents at his Mar-a-Lago
estate.

Cannon generated intense scruti-
ny for her handling of Trump’s
criminal case, which she dismissed
in July — a decision now being ap-
pealed by special counsel Jack
Smith’s team.

Routh’s arrest came two months
after Trump was shot and wounded
in the ear in an assassination at-
tempt during a campaign rally in
Pennsylvania. The Secret Service
has acknowledged failings leading
up to that shooting but has said that
security worked as it should have to
thwart a potential attack in Florida.

Routh was initially charged in a
criminal complaint only with gun of-
fenses before prosecutors pursued
additional charges before a grand
jury. Prosecutors will often quickly
bring the first easily provable
charges they can and then add more
serious charges later as the investi-
gation unfolds.

Other charges he faces include il-
legally possessing his gun in spite of
multiple felony convictions, includ-
ing two charges of possessing stolen
goods in 2002 in North Carolina.
He’s also accused of having a weap-
on with a serial number that was
obliterated and unreadable to the
naked eye, in violation of federal
law.
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White House

asylum

By REBEccA SANTANA
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Biden
administration said Monday it is
making asylum restrictions at the
southern border even tougher, as
it’s increasingly eager to show vot-
ers uneasy over immigration that
itis taking a hard stance on border
security.

The new rules, which toughen
restrictions announced in June,
bar migrants from being granted
asylum when U.S. officials deem
that the southern border is over-
whelmed.

Under the previous rules, the
U.S. could restrict asylum access
when the number of migrants try-
ing to enter the country between
the official border crossings hit
2,500 per day. The daily numbers
had to average below 1,500 per day
for a week in order for the restric-
tions to be lifted.

The version rolled out Monday
says the daily numbers will have

I . .t

to be below 1,500 for nearly a
month before the restrictions can
be lifted. And the administration
is now counting all children to-
ward that number, whereas previ-
ously only migrant children from
Mexico were counted.

These changes, which go into ef-
fect on Tuesday, will make it much
more difficult to lift the restric-
tions and allow people entering
the country between the official
border crossings eventually to ap-
ply for asylum in the U.S.

But the restrictions implement-
ed in June have never been lifted
because the numbers of border
encounters have never gotten low
enough for long enough, raising
the question of why the adminis-
tration felt the need to make them
even tougher now. The seven-day
average has gotten down to about
1,800 migrant encounters per day,
the Department of Homeland Se-
curity said.

A senior administration official

5
A .

JaE C. Hong/AP

A vehicle drives along the U.S. side of the U.S.-Mexico border wall in Nogales, Ariz., on June 25.

said Monday that the longer time-
line was necessary to make sure
that drops in immigration are sus-
tained and not due to a one-time
event. The official spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity to brief report-
ers about the tighter restrictions
before they were made public.

Immigration advocates had
harshly criticized the restrictions
announced in June, saying the ad-
ministration was slashing away at
vital protections for people fleeing
persecution.

Many weighed in Monday, say-
ing that by making the rules even
tougher the administration was
sending people back into danger
and not living up to its humanitar-
ian obligations.

The American Immigration
Lawyers Association said the new
rule is effectively an asylum ban
and that the exceptions aren’t as
substantive as the administration
has made them out to be. The
group said at the current rates of
border crossings the asylum re-
strictions would be in place indefi-
nitely.

“It is imperative that our nation
have safe, orderly, and efficient
processes at the border that also
ensure fair and humane treatment
of asylum seekers. The conse-
quences of denying asylum to
someone who is being persecuted
can literally be a matter of life or
death,” the organization’s presi-
dent, Kelli Stump, said.

The U.N. refugee agency said it
had “profound concern” about the
changes and that blocking asylum
access violates international refu-
gee law and “the humanitarian
principles to which the United
States has long been a leader.”

Secretary of Homeland Securi-
ty Alejandro Mayorkas pushed
back on suggestions that the up-
dated rules amounted to an asy-
lum ban. He said there were ex-
ceptions built into the rule for peo-
ple who qualify and pointed to oth-
er programs such as an online
appointment app the U.S. has that
allows people to come to the U.S.
and seek asylum.

“We have not cut off our asylum
system,” the secretary said.

Jimmy Carter and his
hometown in Georgia
honor him turning 100

By BiLL BARROW

AND CHARLOTTE KRAMON

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Jimmy Carter
reached his 100th birthday Tues-
day, the first time an American
president has lived a full century
and the latest milestone in a life
that took the son of a Depression-
era farmer to the White House and
across the world as a Nobel Peace
Prize-winning humanitarian and
advocate for democracy.

Living the last 19 months in
home hospice care in Plains, the
Georgia Democrat and 39th presi-
dent has continued to defy expec-
tations, just as he did through a re-
markable rise from his family
peanut farming and warehouse
business to the world stage. He
served one presidential term from
1977 t01981 and then worked more
than four decades leading The
Carter Center, which he and his
wife Rosalynn co-founded in 1982
to “wage peace, fight disease, and
build hope.”

“Not everybody gets 100 years
on this earth, and when somebody

does, and when they use that time
to do so much good for so many
people, it’s worth celebrating,” Ja-
son Carter, the former president’s
grandson and chair of The Carter
Center governing board, said in an
interview.

“These last few months, 19
months, now that he’s been in hos-
pice, it’s been a chance for our
family to reflect,” he continued,
“and then for the rest of the coun-
try and the world to really reflect
on him. That’s been a really grat-
ifying time.”

The former president was born
Oct. 1, 1924, in Plains, where he
has lived more than 80 of his 100
years. He is expected to mark his
birthday in the same one-story
home he and Rosalynn built in the
early 1960s — before his first elec-
tion to the Georgia state Senate.
The former first lady, who was al-
so born in Plains, died last Novem-
ber at 96.

At the White House, the front
lawn is being decorated with a dis-
play of large lettering declaring
“Happy Birthday President Car-

Davip GoLbmAN/AP

Former President Jinmy Carter
teaches Sunday School class at
Maranatha Baptist Church in
Plains, Ga., on Aug. 23, 2015.

ter” and the number 100. Carter
has asked President Joe Biden to
eulogize him at his state funeral
when the time comes. Biden was a
young Delaware senator in 1976
and was the first sitting senator to
endorse Carter’s campaign.

The Carter Center on Sept. 17
hosted a musical gala in Atlanta to
celebrate the former president
with a range of genres and artists,
including some who campaigned
with him in 1976. The event raised
more than $1.2 million for the cen-
ter’s programs and will be broad-
cast Tuesday evening on Georgia
Public Broadcasting.

Prosecutors:

Fake online

pharmacies sold deadly
counterfeit pills instead

Associated Press

A network of illegal drug sellers
based in the U.S., the Dominican
Republic and India packaged po-
tentially deadly synthetic opioids
into pills disguised as common
prescription drugs and sold mil-
lions of them through fake online
drugstores, federal prosecutors
said Monday.

At least nine people died of nar-
cotics poisoning between August
2023 and June 2024 after consum-
ing the counterfeit pills, according
to an indictment unsealed in fed-
eral court in Manhattan.

The indictment charges that the
leader of the enterprise, Francisco
Alberto Lopez Reyes, orchestrat-
ed the scheme from the Domin-
ican Republic, directing co-con-
spirators to set up dozens of online
pharmacies that mimicked legiti-
mate e-commerce sites.

The sites lured customers into
buying synthetic opioids — in
some cases methamphetamine —
disguised as prescription drugs
such as Adderall, Xanax and oxy-
codone.

The counterfeit pills were sold

to tens of thousands of Americans
in all 50 states and to customers in
Puerto Rico, Germany and Slov-
enia, U.S. Attorney Damian Wil-
liams said at a news conference
announcing the indictment.

“The websites the defendants
made and the pills they distrib-
uted looked very real,” he said.
“But they were not.”

Williams said 18 people includ-
ing Lopez Reyes have been
charged with crimes including
participating in a narcotics traf-
ficking conspiracy resulting in
death.

It was not clear whether Lopez
Reyes had a lawyer who could
comment. No attorney was listed
in online court records.

Authorities said the fake pills
were manufactured in New York
using fentanyl smuggled from
Mexico.

Members of the enterprise ran
basement pill mills in the Bronx
and Manhattan, where they used
custom molds to press powdered
narcotics into pills at rates of up to
100,000 pills every 12 hours, pros-
ecutors said.
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Judge strikes
down Georgia
ban on abortions

By KATE BRUMBACK
AND JEFF Amy
Associated Press

ATLANTA — A Georgia judge
on Monday struck down the state’s
abortion law, which took effect in
2022 and effectively prohibited
abortions beyond about six weeks
of pregnancy.

Fulton County Superior Court
Judge Robert McBurney wrote in
his order that the law violates
Georgia’s Constitution, finding
that “liberty in Georgia includes
in its meaning, in its protections,
and in its bundle of rights the pow-
er of a woman to control her own
body, to decide what happens to it
andinit, and toreject state interfe-
rence with her health care choic-
es.”

When the U.S. Supreme Court
overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022
and ended a national right to abor-
tion, it opened the door for state
bans.

Thirteen states now bar abor-
tion at all stages of pregnancy,
with some exceptions. Georgia
was one of four where bans begin
after about the first six weeks of
pregnancy — often before women
realize they’re pregnant.

McBurney’s ruling would allow
abortions through at least 20
weeks of pregnancy.

Kara Murray, a spokesperson
for Georgia Attorney General
Chris Carr, said he would immedi-
ately appeal to the state supreme
court. The state high court earlier
reversed a separate ruling by
McBurney that had struck down
the law on different grounds and
could put Monday’s ruling on hold
pending an appeal.

“We believe Georgia’s life act is
fully constitutional,” Murray said.

The bans have been felt deeply
in the South because many people
live hundreds of miles from states

where abortion procedures can be
obtained legally. If the Georgia
ruling stands, it could open new
avenues to access abortion not on-
ly in Georgia, but for people in
nearby states.

Georgia’s law was passed by
state lawmakers and signed by
Republican Gov. Brian Kemp in
2019 but it was initially blocked
from taking effect until the Su-
preme Court overturned Roe v.
Wade, which had protected the
right to an abortion for nearly SO
years.

Kemp has in the past tried to
soften its political impact by try-
ing to focus on the health of moth-
ers. Monday, he attacked the rul-
ing.

“Once again, the will of
Georgians and their representa-
tives has been overruled by the
personal beliefs of one judge,”
Kemp said in a statement. “Pro-
tecting the lives of the most vul-
nerable among us is one of our
most sacred responsibilities, and
Georgia will continue to be a place
where we fight for the lives of the
unborn.”

Carol Tobias, president of the
National Right to Life Committee,
called the ruling “ridiculous.”

“This judge is an activist judge
who is ignoring higher court rul-
ings to do what he wants,” she said
in an interview. “And I don’t think
it’s going to stand.”

Monica Simpson, executive di-
rector of SisterSong Women of
Color Reproductive Justice Col-
lective, one of the plaintiffs in the
lawsuit, celebrated the ruling.

“Since we’ve seen these direct
attacks here in the South, in par-
ticular, on abortion access, we
have been in a deep defensive pos-
ture for a really long time,” she
said. “It feels like our work has not
been in vain.”

STEVEN SENNE/AP
Dockworkers strike in front of an entrance to a container terminal near Boston Harbor, Tuesday in Boston.

Dockworkers go on strike that could
reignite inflation, cause shortages

By ToMm KRrRISHER

AND TASSANEE VEJPONGSA

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — From
Maine to Texas, dockworkers at
36 ports across the eastern U.S.
are now on strike for the first time
in decades. And the work stop-
page could snarl supply chains —
leading to shortages and higher
prices if it stretches on for more
than a few weeks.

Workers began walking picket
lines early Tuesday in a strike
over wages and automation, even
though some progress had been
reported in latest contract talks.
The contract between the ports
and about 45,000 members of the
International = Longshoremen’s
Association expired at midnight.

The strike also comes just
weeks before next month’s tight
presidential election, and could
become a factor if there are shor-
tages impacting voters.

In early picketing, workers out-
side the Port of Philadelphia
walked in a circle and chanted “No
work without a fair contract.” The
union, which is striking for the
first time since 1977, had message

boards on the side of a truck read-
ing: “Automation Hurts Families:
ILA Stands For Job Protection.”

Local ILA president Boise But-
ler said workers want a fair con-
tract that doesn’t allow automa-
tion of their jobs.

Shipping companies made bil-
lions during the pandemic by
charging high prices, he said.
“Now we want them to pay back.
They’re going to pay back,” Butler
said.

He said the union will strike for
aslong as it needs to get a fair deal,
and it has leverage over the com-
panies.

“This is not something that you
start and you stop,” he said.
“We’re not weak,” he added,
pointing to the union’s importance
to the nation’s economy.

At Port Houston, at least SO
workers started picketing around
midnight local time carrying signs
saying “No Work Without a Fair
Contract.” The U.S. Maritime Alli-
ance, which represents the ports,
said Monday evening that both
sides had moved off of their previ-
ous wage offers. But no deal was
reached.

The union’s opening offer in the
talks was for a 77% pay raise over
the six-year life of the contract,
with President Harold Daggett
saying it’s necessary to make up
for inflation and years of small
raises. ILA members make a base
salary of about $81,000 per year,
but some can pull in over $200,000
annually with large amounts of
overtime.

Monday evening, the alliance
said it had increased its offer to
50% raises over six years, and it
pledged to keep limits on automa-
tion in place from the old contract.
The alliance also said its offer tri-
pled employer contributions to re-
tirement plans and strengthened
health care options.

The union wants a complete ban
on automation. It wasn’t clear just
how far apart both sides are.

In a statement early Tuesday,
the union said it rejected the alli-
ance’s latest proposal because it
“fell far short of what ILA rank-
and-file members are demanding
in wages and protections against
automation.” The two sides had
not held formal negotiations since
June.

Biden greenlights $567 million in additional military aid for Taiwan

By SETH RoBsoN
Stars and Stripes

The White House has autho-
rized more than a half-billion dol-
lars in extra military assistance
for Taiwan amid ongoing tensions
with China over the future of the
island democracy.

In a Monday memo, President
Joe Biden delegated authority to
Secretary of State Antony Blinken
to draw “up to $567 million in de-
fense articles and services of the
Department of Defense, and mil-
itary education and training, to

provide assistance to Taiwan.”

The Taiwan Relations Act of
1979 requires the United States to
provide Taiwan with weapons “of
a defensive nature.”

The latest aid is a significant up-
grade from the $345 million Biden
announced in July 2023. That
package included man-portable
air defense systems, or MAN-
PADS, intelligence and surveil-
lance capabilities, firearms and
missiles.

It comes amid ongoing tension
over Taiwan, which Chinese Pres-

ident Xi Jinping has vowed to re-
unify with the mainland, by force
if necessary.

Beijing routinely sends military
aircraft across the Taiwan Strait,
forcing the island’s military to
scramble fighters to intercept the
threat.

On Sept. S and 6, for example,
Taiwan’s Ministry of National De-
fense reported 19 Chinese military

aircraft, including fighters,
drones and helicopters, approach-
ing the island.

Meanwhile, the U.S. and its al-

lies routinely steam through the
110-mile-wide strait that sepa-
rates Taiwan from the mainland.
On Wednesday Japanese, Austra-
lian and New Zealand warships
made such a transit.

Beijing views those passages as
provocative and regularly con-
demns them as support for Tai-
wan. China does not consider the
strait an international waterway.

Biden has said U.S. troops
would defend Taiwan if China in-
vaded, although walk-backs by his
staff suggest a deliberate policy of

strategic ambiguity meant to de-
ter conflict by leaving the possibil-
ity of U.S. intervention uncertain.

The latest aid package is higher
than ever and authorizes Blinken
to take weapons from U.S. stock-
piles to assist the island, Ming-
Shih Shen of Taipei’s Institute for
National Defense and Security
Research told Stars and Stripes by
email Tuesday.

The aid won’t impact arms sales
to Taiwan and may boost Taiwan’s
military strength before Biden
leaves office, Shen said.
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Israel: Shelter in place orders sent to phones, announced on TV

FROM PAGE 1

Joe Biden and Vice President Ka-
mala Harris monitored the attack
on Israel from the White House
Situation Room.

Israeli army spokesman Rear
Adm. Daniel Hagari said the
country’s air defense system was
fully operational, detecting and in-
tercepting threats. “However, the
defense is not hermetic,” he said.

Orders to shelter in place were
sent to Israelis’ mobile phones and
announced on national television.

Iran took responsibility for
launching dozens of ballistic mis-
siles at Israel. The claim was
made in a statement read aloud on
state television.

In its statement, Iran refer-
enced Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah and Revolutionary
Guard Gen. Abbas Nilforushan,
both killed in an Israeli airstrike
last week in Beirut. It also men-
tioned Ismail Haniyeh, a top lead-
er in Hamas who was assassinated
in Tehranin a suspected Israeli at-
tack in July. It warned this attack
represented only a “first wave,”
without elaborating.

The air raid alerts in Israel
came a day after Israel said it had
begun limited ground operations
against Hezbollah in southern Le-
banon.

Israeli airstrikes and artillery
fire pounded southern Lebanese
villages where people were or-
dered to evacuate, and Hezbollah
militants responded by firing a
barrage of rockets into Israel.
There was no immediate word on
casualties as fighting intensified
and concerns of a wider regional
war grew.

A senior White House official
warned of “severe consequences”
should Iran launch a ballistic mis-
sile against Israel. U.S. ships and
aircraft are positioned in the re-
gion to assist Israel in the event of
an attack from Iran. The official
spoke on condition of anonymity
to discuss intelligence.

Hagari also warned of conse-
quences if Iran fired missiles into
Israel.

He urged the public to stay close
to sheltered areas. “The Iranian
strike could be widespread,” he
said.

Iranian officials could not be
immediately reached for com-
ment.

Iran launched an unpreceden-
ted direct attack on Israel in April,
but few of its projectiles reached
their targets. Many were shot
down by a U.S.-led coalition, while
others apparently failed at launch
or crashed in flight.

While Hezbollah denied Israeli
troops had entered Lebanon, the
Israeli army announced it had also
carried out dozens of ground raids
into southern Lebanon going back
nearly a year. Israel released vid-
eo footage purporting to show its
soldiers operating in homes and
tunnels where Hezbollah kept

.

et

HassaN AMMAR/AP

Firefighters extinguish a fire in a building that was hit during an Israeli airstrike in Bir Hassan, Beirut,

Lebanon, on Tuesday.

OHAD ZWIGENBERG/AP

Police officers take cover as a siren sounds a warning of incoming
rockets fired from Lebanon, in central Israel, on Tuesday.

weapons.

If true, it would be another hu-
miliating blow for Iran-backed
Hezbollah, the most powerful
armed group in the Middle East.
Hezbollah has been reeling from
weeks of targeted strikes that
killed its leader, Hassan Nasral-
lah, and several of his top com-
manders.

On Tuesday morning, Israel
warned people to evacuate to the
north of the Awali River, some 36
miles from the border and much
farther than the Litani River,
which marks the northern edge of
a U.N.-declared zone intended to
serve as a buffer between Israel
and Hezbollah after their 2006
war.

The border region has largely
emptied out over the past year as
the two sides have traded fire. But
the scope of the evacuation warn-

ing raised questions as to how
deep Israel plans to send its forces
into Lebanon.

An Israeli airstrike hit a resi-
dential building near Beirut Tues-
day, causing damage but with no
immediate reports of casualties.
The strike appeared to hit an
apartment about 100 meters from
the Iranian Embassy.

Anticipating more rocket at-
tacks from Hezbollah, the Israeli
army announced new restrictions
on public gatherings and closed
beaches in northern and central
Israel. The military also said it
was calling up thousands more re-
serve soldiers to serve on the
northern border.

An Associated Press reporter
saw Israeli troops operating near
the border in armored trucks, with
helicopters circling overhead, but
could not confirm ground forces

had crossed into Lebanon.

Ahead of the Israeli announce-
ment of an incursion, U.S. officials
on Monday said Israel had de-
scribed launching small ground
raids inside Lebanon as it pre-
pared for a wider operation.

Neither the Lebanese army nor
a U.N. peacekeeping force that pa-
trols southern Lebanon have con-
firmed that Israeli forces entered.
The U.N. force said a cross-border
operation would be a violation of
Lebanese sovereignty.

Hezbollah spokesman Mo-
hammed Afif dismissed what he
said were “false claims” of an Is-
raeli incursion. He said Hezbollah
is ready for “direct confrontation
with enemy forces that dare to or
try to enter Lebanon.”

Hagari claimed troops were
conducting “localized ground
raids” on Hezbollah positions in
southern Lebanon to ensure Israe-
li citizens could return to their
homes in the north.

“We’re not going to Beirut,” he
said.

Israel has said it will continue to
strike Hezbollah until it is safe for
citizens to return. Hezbollah has
promised to keep firing rockets in-
to Israel until there is a cease-fire
in Gaza.

He said Israel had carried out
dozens of small raids inside Leba-
non since Oct. 8, when Hezbollah
began firing rockets into Israel af-
ter the outbreak of the war in Ga-
za.

Hagari said Israeli forces had
crossed the border to collect infor-
mation and destroy Hezbollah in-
frastructure, including tunnels

and weapons. Israel has said Hez-
bollah was preparing its own Oct.
7-style attack into Israel. It was
not immediately possible to con-
firm those claims.

An Israeli military official said
troops participating in the latest
incursion were within walking
distance of the border, focused on
villages hundreds of yards from
Israel. The official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity in line
with military regulations, said
there had been no clashes with
Hezbollah fighters.

The Israeli military was ac-
cused of lying to media in 2021
when it released a statement im-
plying ground troops had entered
Gaza. The military played down
the incident as a misunderstand-
ing, but well-sourced military
commentators in Israel said it was
part of a ruse to lure Hamas into
battle.

The Israeli military official said
Hezbollah had launched rockets
at central Israel, setting off air
raid sirens and wounding a man.
Hezbollah said it fired salvos of a
new kind of medium-range mis-
sile at the headquarters of two Is-
raeli intelligence agencies near
Tel Aviv.

The Israeli military official said
Hezbollah had also launched pro-
jectiles at Israeli communities
near the border, targeting soldiers
without wounding anyone.

Hezbollah began firing rockets
into northern Israel shortly after
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack into Israel ig-
nited the war in Gaza. Israel has
launched retaliatory airstrikes
and the conflict has steadily esca-
lated. In recent weeks Israel has
unleashed a punishing wave of
airstrikes across large parts of Le-
banon.

Hagari said the U.N. Security
Council resolution that ended the
2006 Israel-Hezbollah war had
not been enforced and that south-
ern Lebanon was “swarming with
Hezbollah terrorists and weap-
ons.”

That resolution called for Hez-
bollah to withdraw from the area
between the border and the Litani
River and for the Lebanese army
and U.N. peacekeepers to patrol
the region. Israel says those and
other provisions were never en-
forced. Lebanon has long accused
Israel of violating other terms of
the resolution.

The military statements indi-
cated Israel might focus its
ground operation on the narrow
strip along the border, rather than
launching a larger invasion aimed
at destroying Hezbollah, as it has
attempted in Gaza against Hamas.

Hezbollah and Hamas are close
allies backed by Iran, and each es-
calation has raised fears of a wider
war in the Middle East that could
draw in Iran and the United
States, which has rushed military
assets to the region in support of
Israel.
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Japan’s new premier vows to push
strong defense under US alliance

SAKcHAI LaLiT/AP

A rescuer inspects a bus that caught fire, carrying young students
with their teachers, in suburban Bangkok, on Tuesday.

School bus catches
fire outside Bangkok

Associated Press

BANGKOK — A bus carrying
young students with their teach-
ers caught fire in suburban Bang-
kok on Tuesday, with more than 20
of those on board feared dead, offi-
cials and rescuers said.

The bus was carrying 44 pas-
sengers from central Uthai Thani
province for a school trip in Ayut-
thaya and Nonthaburi provinces,
Transport Minister Suriya Jun-
grungruengkit told reporters at
the scene.

Videos posted on social media
showed the entire bus engulfed in
fire with huge plumes of black
smoke pouring out as it stood on
the side of the road. Bodies were
still inside the bus hours after the
fire.

The students on the bus were re-
ported to be in elementary and ju-
nior high school.

Interior Minister Anutin Charn-
virakul said officials could not yet
confirm the number of fatalities
because they had not finished in-
vestigating the scene. He said the
driver survived but appeared to

have fled and could not yet be
found.

Anutin had earlier said 25 were
feared dead, but Piyalak Thin-
kaew, a rescuer of the Ruamkata-
nyu Foundation told reporters lat-
er that two more survivors had
been found, reducing the number
of those still missing to 23 — three
teachers and 20 students.

Rescuers and officials were
able to access the bus hours after
the fire was put out. Piyalak said
they were still unable to identify
the bodies, most of which were
found in the middle and back
seats, leading them to assume that
the fire started at the front of the
bus.

Thai media reports and res-
cuers said the bus was heading to
Nonthaburi when the fire started
around noon in Pathum Thani
province, a northern suburb of the
capital.

A rescuer at the scene told Suri-
ya that the fire likely started after
one of the tires exploded and the
vehicle scraped against a road
barrier.

Associated Press

TOKYO — The newly elected
Japanese prime minister pledged
Tuesday night to stick to the vital
Japan-U.S. alliance amid growing
tension in the region while calling
for it to be more equitable. This
comes as the new premier tries to
boost a slow economy and regain
public trust ahead of a national
election later this month.

Shigeru Ishiba was chosen as
head of the ruling Liberal Demo-
cratic Party last week, a ticket to
the top job as his party’s coalition
controls parliament. He replaced
Fumio Kishida, who stepped
down earlier Tuesday to pave the
way for a fresh leader after scan-
dals dogged his government.

The new prime minister — who
was always viewed as an outsider
by his party — immediately
formed his Cabinet with a strong
emphasis on defense and several
security experts onboard. With
only a couple of female ministers,
the majority, including Ishiba, are
unaffiliated with factions led and
controlled by party heavyweights.

Speaking to reporters at the
prime minister’s office for the first
time following a palace ceremony,
Ishiba called for stronger military
cooperation with like-minded
partners. He has been vocal about
his wish to form a NATO-like alli-
ance in the region.

He said that one of his policy’s
main goals was “to protect Japan”

as “the security environment sur-
rounding us is the toughest since
the end of World War II,” adding
he will adhere to the Japan-U.S.
alliance as “the lynchpin” in bol-
stering his country’s defense and
diplomacy.

Ishiba renewed his proposal of a
more equal Japan-U.S. security
alliance, including joint manage-
ment of U.S. bases in Japan and
having Japanese Self-Defense
Force bases in the United States,
which would require a revision of
the bilateral status of forces
agreement, a move seen as a big
challenge. He said he hadn’t as-
signed the matter to his Cabinet as
an urgent task. “But I will not give
up and will steadily work on it.”

Assange: Pleaded ‘guilty
to journalism’ for freedom

Associated Press

STRASBOURG, France — Wi-
kiLeaks founder Julian Assange
said Tuesday that he was freed af-
ter years of incarceration because
he “pled guilty to journalism.”

Assange gave evidence of the
impact of his detention and con-
viction to the legal affairs and hu-
man rights committee of the Par-
liamentary Assembly of the Coun-
cil of Europe in Strasbourg,
France. The Parliamentary As-
sembly includes lawmakers from
46 European countries.

A group of supporters, holding a
banner that said “Thank you, Ju-
lian” greeted Assange as he
stepped out of a van smiling and
raising his fist in defiance along
with his wife, Stella, and Wiki-
Leaks editor-in-chief, Kristinn

Hrafnsson.

“Assange is free! We are here.
The world is with you,” one sup-
porter shouted before Assange en-
tered the Council of Europe build-
ing for his first public address
since his release from prison in
June.

“I am not free today because the
system worked,” Assange said. “I
am free today after years of incar-
ceration because I pled guilty to
journalism.”

He added: “I pled guilty to seek-
ing information from a source. I
pled guilty to obtaining informa-
tion from a source. And I pled
guilty to informing the public
what that information was.”

Assange was released in June
after five years in a British prison
after he pleaded guilty to obtain-

PascaL BAsTIEN/AP
Wikileaks founder Julian Assange
raises his arms as he arrives at
the Council of Europe in
Strasbourg, eastern France, on
Tuesday.

ing and publishing U.S. military
secrets in a deal with Justice De-
partment prosecutors that con-
cluded a drawn-out legal saga.
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Likely Russian strike hits
market in southern Ukraine

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — An apparent
Russian artillery strike hit a market
in the southern Ukraine city of
Kherson on Tuesday, killing at least
six people and wounding three oth-
ers, authorities said, on a morning
when Ukrainians across the country
were observing a minute’s silence
for their military and war dead.

The strike happened as shoppers
made their way between stalls at the
city center market, regional Gov.
Oleksandr Prokudin said.

He published a video showing the
blurred corpses of people in civilian

clothes lying near a stall with toma-
toes and other vegetables.

Ukraine’s General Prosecutor’s
Office said the strike was “most like-
ly” carried out by Russian artillery
and hit near a public transport stop.

The attack came on the same
morning as Ukraine celebrated De-
fenders’ Day, an annual public holi-
day that honors the country’s armed
forces, veterans and war dead.
Across Ukraine, traffic stopped and
pedestrianscametoahaltat9a.m.to
commemorate those defending Uk-
raine and those who have sacrificed
their lives for the country.

o

EFREM Lukatsky/AP

People react during a nationwide
minute of silence in memory of
fallen soldiers on Defenders’ Day
in Independence Square in Kyiv,
Ukraine, on Tuesday.

Inflation falls in Europe, could speed rate cuts

Associated Press

FRANKFURT, Germany — In-
flation in the 20 countries that use
the euro fell to 1.8% in September,
below the European Central
Bank’s target of 2% for the first
time in more than three years as
falling energy prices give con-
sumers relief from a burst of infla-
tion that at one point reached into

double digits.

Tuesday’s official figure cou-
pled with an anemic growth out-
look could pave the way for faster
interest rate cuts from the ECB,
which has already trimmed rates
twice.

Inflation fell from 2.2% in Au-
gust, according to European
Union statistics agency Eurostat.

The last time inflation hit the
ECB’s 2% goal was in June 2021
when it was 1.9%.

Economists have started to con-
sider the possibility of a rate cut at
the bank’s Oct. 17 meeting. A few
weeks ago, the expectations were
that the central bank would wait
until December before lowering
borrowing costs again.

Mexico to

swear In

1st female president

By MARIA VERZA,
MEGAN JANETSKY
AND MARK STEVENSON
Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — Claudia
Sheinbaum will take the oath of of-
fice Tuesday as Mexico’s first fe-
male president in more than 200
years of independence, promising
to protect an expanded social safe-
ty net and fight for the poor like
her predecessor, but facing press-
ing problems.

The 62-year-old scientist-
turned-politician will receive a
country with a number of immedi-
ate challenges, foremost among
them stubbornly high levels of vio-
lence, a sluggish economy and
hurricane-battered Acapulco.

Sheinbaum romped to victory in
June with nearly 60% of the vote,
propelled largely by the sustained
popularity of her political mentor,
former President Andrés Manuel
Lépez Obrador.

He took office six years ago de-
claring “For the good of all, first the

poor,” and promising historical
change from the neoliberal eco-
nomic policies of his predecessors.
Sheinbaum promised continuity
from his popular social policies to
controversial constitutional re-
forms to the judiciary and National
Guard rammed through during his
final days in office.

Despite her pledge of continuity,
she is a very different personality.

“Loépez Obrador was a tremen-
dously charismatic president and
many times that charisma allowed
him to cover up some political er-
rors that Claudia Sheinbaum will
not have that possibility of doing,”
said Carlos Pérez Ricart, a politi-
cal analyst at Mexico’s Center for
Economic Research and Teach-
ing. “So, where Loépez Obrador
was charismatic, Claudia Shein-
baum will have to be effective.”

He is not leaving her an easy sit-
uation.

Her first trip as president will
be to the flood-stricken Pacific
coast resort of Acapulco.
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Man who shot 2 outside
synagogues gets 35 years

c LOS ANGELES — A

California man charged
with shooting and wounding two
Jewish men as they left synagogues
in Los Angeles last year was sen-
tenced Monday to 35 years in pris-
on, federal prosecutors said.

The February 2023 shootings
raised fears among the city’s Jew-
ish community after officials said
the victims were targeted because
they wore clothing that identified
their faith, including black coats
and head coverings. Both men sur-
vived.

Jaime Tran, 30, pleaded guilty in
June to two counts of hate crimes
with intent to kill and two counts of
discharging a firearm during a
crime of violence, the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office said in a statement.
Tran told law enforcement that he
looked online for a “kosher market”
and decided to shoot someone near-
by, according to an FBI affidavit.

Tranhad a “history of antisemitic
and threatening conduct,” the affi-
davit said, citing areview of emails,
text messages and unspecified re-
ports.

Shelter-in-place lifted for
over 90K after chemical fire

CONYERS — Author-

ities on Monday night
ended a shelter-in-place order for
more than 90,000 people east of At-
lantafollowing aweekend chemical
plant fire that sent a massive plume
of dark smoke into the Georgia sky
and led tocomplaints aboutastrong
chemical smell and haze.

The smell had spread to Atlanta
by Monday, prompting firefighters
to use detectors to check the air
quality in various parts of the city,
Mayor Andre Dickens said.

The Rockdale County Emergen-
cy Management Agency lifted the
shelter-in-place orderandtheevac-
uation zone after Environmental
Protection Agency readings for the
area showed things were safe. It
said businesses could operate as
normal on Tuesday.

Closer to the source of the fire, of-
ficials said chlorine, a harmful irri-
tant, had been detected in the air
from the fire at the BioLab plant in
Conyers, Ga., the Rockdale County
government said in a statement
Monday. The plantis about 25 miles
southeast of downtown Atlanta.

WeightWatchers CEO
abruptly leaves role

NEW YORK — WW In-
ternational announced
Friday that CEO Sima Sistani
would leave her role effective im-
mediately. Tara Comonte, a
WeightWatchers board member
and former Shake Shack executive,
was made interim chief executive.
The New York-based weight loss
company didn’t reveal the motiva-
tions behind the abrupt decision,
but it noted that Comonte would
step into the role of CEO at a time
when the company is “focused on
improving its operational and fi-

\

House fit for a Prince

Costumes from Prince’s performances, various Prince memorabilia and other 1980s-themed accessories await guests at the newly-renovated
Purple Rain House listed on Airbnb in Minneapolis.

nancial performance.”

WeightWatchers, which was
founded more than 60 years ago,
has struggled some recently. Itslat-
est earnings reports showed slip-
ping profits and costs racked up
from restructuring efforts. Its stock
has also plummeted over time. WW
shares are down more than 90%
over the last year; now trading as a
penny stock, they closed at about 83
cents on Friday.

Sistani joined WeightWatchers
as CEO more than two years ago.
During hertenure, she led the com-
pany’s recent moves into the pre-
scription drug weight loss business
—particularly with the $106 million
acquisition of Sequence, now
WeightWatchers Clinic, a tele-
health service that helps users get
prescriptions for drugs like Ozem-
pic, Wegovy and Trulicity.

Registered voter denied
ballot settles for $20K

M HOLTON TOWNSHIP

— A community in west-
ern Michigan has agreed to a
$20,000 settlement in a lawsuit by a
woman who was turned away from
her polling place in 2022 despite
registering online to vote, her attor-
neys said Monday.

Ashleigh Smith made many trips
to her polling place in Muskegon
Countybutwastoldthatheraddress
wasn’t turning up in an electronic
roster of voters and that she
wouldn’t be given a ballot Nov. 8,
2022.

Bytheevening, Holton Township
Clerk Jill Colwell-Coburn told
Smith “she was sorry but that there
wasnothing more she could do,” the
lawsuit alleged.

Smith said she had a voter regis-
tration receipt and a sticker to put
on her driver’s license to show her
new address. Her attorneys said
she could have been given a provi-
sional ballot, which would have giv-
en local officials a few days to try to
clear up the problem.

Financial adviser indicted
in tax shelter arrangement

M GULFPORT — A

Florida financial ad-
viserhasbeenindictedinanalleged
scheme to promote and operate an
illegal tax shelter through which he
stole some of his clients’ funds, fed-
eral prosecutors said Friday.

Stephen T. Mellinger III, of Del-
ray Beach, Fla., conspired with sev-
eral others to defraud the Internal
Revenue Service in 2013 by pro-
moting an illegal tax shelter, ac-
cording to the indictment returned
Wednesday by a federal grand jury
in Gulfport, Miss, and unsealed
Thursday.

Mellinger was charged with con-
spiracy to defraud the United
States, aiding in the preparation of
false tax returns, conspiracy to
commit wire fraud, conspiracy to
commit money laundering and
money laundering. If convicted of
all charges, he could be sentenced
to up to 68 years behind bars.

Movie armorer conviction
upheld in ‘Rust’ shooting

N SANTA FE — A New

Mexicojudge Monday
upheld an involuntary manslaugh-
ter conviction against a movie ar-
morerin the fatal shooting of a cine-
matographer by Alec Baldwin on

the set of the Western film “Rust.”

Armorer Hannah Gutierrez-
Reed asked a court to dismiss her
conviction or convene a new trial,
alleging that prosecutors failed to
share evidence that could have
cleared her.

Judge Mary Marlowe Sommerin
her written order noted that the ar-
morer’s attorneys did not establish
that there was a reasonable possi-
bility that the outcome of the trial
would have been different had the
evidence been available to Gutier-
rez-Reed.

The judge also rejected arequest
from Gutierrez-Reed thatshebere-
leased from custody, saying it was
moot because the request for anew
trial was denied.

Professor suspended one
year for comments on race

P PHILADELPHIA —

The University of Penn-
sylvania law school said it is impos-
ing a one-year suspension at half-
pay and othersanctionsalongwitha
public reprimand on a tenured pro-
fessor over her comments about
race inrecent years.

The university said Professor
Amy Wax — who has questioned
the academic performance of Black
students, invited a white nationalist
to speak to her class and suggested
the country would be better off with
less Asian immigration — will also
lose her named chair and summer
pay in perpetuity and must note in
public appearances that she speaks
forherself,notasauniversity orlaw
school member. The university has
not, however, fired her or stripped
her of tenure.

Wax told the New York Sun after

the announcement that she intends
to stay at the school as a “conserva-
tive presence on campus.” She
called allegations of mistreatment
of students “totally bogus and made
up” and said her treatment amount-
ed to “performance art” highlight-
ing that the administration “doesn’t
want conservatives like me on cam-
pus.”

Women get $300M after
alleged doctor sex abuse

v RICHMOND — A jury
has ruled in favor of

three women who alleged they
were sexually abused while pa-
tients ata Virginia children’s hospi-
tal, awarding them a total of $300
million in damages.

The jury in Richmond Circuit
Court on Friday awarded each
woman $60 million in compensato-
ry damages and $40 million in puni-
tive damages, WTVR-TV reported.

Atotal of 46 former patients sued
the Cumberland Hospital for Chil-
dren and Adolescents in New Kent,
which treats vulnerable children,
and Dr. Daniel Davidow, the hospi-
tal’s longtime medical director. In
this first trial, the three former pa-
tients alleged that Davidow inap-
propriately touched them during
femoral pulse exams.

Davidow’s attorney, Bob Don-
nelly, told the jury during opening
statements that Davidow ‘“une-
quivocally denies” the sexual as-
sault allegations. Donnelly said the
femoral pulse exam conducted by
Davidow dates back to the 1960s
and 1970s and is a “standard exam-
ination.”

From The Associated Press
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‘Perfect Couple’ stars raise profiles

Meghann Fahy and Eve Hewson's ‘overnight success’ has been more than a decade in the making

By ALicia RanciLio

Associated Press

eghann Fahy and Eve Hew-

son, two of the stars of Net-

flix’s whodunit “The Perfect

Couple,” have news for you if
you want to call them breakouts: They’ve
been working in this business for more than
a decade.

Fahy made her TV debut in 2009 in an
episode of “Gossip Girl.” Hewson’s first big
film role was in 2011’s “This Must Be the
Place.” They do concede that it’s recent TV
roles — “The White Lotus” for Fahy and
“Bad Sisters” for Hewson —that have led to
new frontiers of opportunity.

Susanne Bier, who directed “The Perfect
Couple,” says Fahy and Hewson are “going
to be big stars.”

“They certainly have proper, profound
star quality, both of them in very different
ways,” Bier says. “Both are incredibly cre-
ative, incredibly smart, and also have a im-
pressive insight as to who they are. You can
be a great actor or actress and not necessar-
ily really know who you are yourself. And
they do.”

Hewson, 33, whose dad is U2 frontman
Bono, may have grown up in a famous fam-
ily but she’s now in demand in her own
right. She will next be seen in Season 2 of
“Bad Sisters” in November. She’s in Noah
Baumbach’s next film, with Adam Sandler,
George Clooney and Riley Keough. She’s al-
so been cast in Steven Spielberg’s next pro-
duction and will star opposite Murray Bar-
tlett in a racing series for Hulu.

Fahy, 34, is in production on a limited se-
ries with Julianne Moore and Milly Alcock
called “Sirens,” written by Molly Smith
Metzler (“Maid”) for Netflix. She also has
two films in the can with Josh O’Connor
(“The Crown,” “Challengers”) and Bran-

r

Jae C. Hong/AP

Meghann Fahy, left, and Eve Hewson pose for a portrait to promote the miniseries “The
Perfect Couple” on Sept. 4 in Los Angeles. The show is streaming on Netflix.

don Sklenar (“It Ends With Us”).

The actors spoke candidly with The Asso-
ciated Press about this phase of their ca-
reers. This interview has been condensed
for clarity and brevity.

AP: You’ve both had popular, zeitgeisty
TV shows in recent years. TV fans are
particularly passionate. Have you
experienced any interesting interactions
with fans?

Hewson: It’s actually really fun to experi-
ence because even when we were in Cape
Cod shooting “The Perfect Couple,” I would

go to the local shop to get my groceries and
little old ladies would follow me down the
aisle and be like, “Excuse me. Are you that
girl from that ‘Sisters’ show?” Who knew
that they were watching it? It doesn’t
change my life, so it doesn’t bother me, but
when someone comes up to me and says
that they love the show, especially when it’s
someone unexpected, I'm like, “Oh, cool.”
Fahy: It’s not happening so much to me
that it feels like a huge imposition or any-
thing. I feel like I've been really lucky. A lot
of the people that I’ve met who have been a

fan of “The White Lotus,” or whatever,
they’re really sweet people. And, I think,
part of why we do this is because we want to
tell stories that people can connect to and
play out scenarios for themselves. So I think
it’s always really nice.

What’s it like to now be a part of
conversations about whom to watch?

Fahy: Part of it feels really nice because
you work really, really, really hard for a
really long time — maybe that’s not how it
happens for a lot of people — but I feel like
we’ve both been doing this for a minute. So,
of course, it feels really good. but I try not to,
like, dwell on any of it. I try to acknowledge
it and be like, “Oh, that’s so nice.” And then
just kind of keep going.

Hewson: You hear so many stories of
people who were like, “I walked into my
first audition and I just became a star.” Or,
there’s this element of being an actor where
people don’t want to tell you how hard they
work. They want it to look like it’s really
easy. But we’ve been doing this for a long
time. People just don’t really tell those sto-
ries. It’s usually about the one that was
found on the street.

Fahy: Yeah. You took 1S years to become
an overnight success.

Do you notice you’re now treated
differently by people in the industry?

Fahy: Yeah, but I always think that no-
body ever knows who I am. It’s always very
embarrassing. I embarrass myself in those
moments. I don’t always feel like I fit in
those rooms.

Hewson: What’s nice is, I’'ve spent so long
going into a room and people just being like,
“OK,” and act like they’re just not getting it.
I know at least like I have work that people
understand, what I’'m doing a little bit more
so they get me as an actor.

Fahy: It’s like a different level of respect.

New this week: Coldplay, an unhinged Charlie Puth, ‘Salem’s Lot’

Associated Press
Here’s a collection curated by The Asso-
ciated Press’ entertainment journalists of
what’s arriving on TV, streaming services
and music platforms this week.

Movies

B As if being a mother in the 1930s Dust
Bowl wasn’t stressful enough, Sarah Paul-
son and her children are living in fear of a
sinister presence in “Hold Your Breath.”
Coming to Hulu on Thursday, this psycho-
logical thriller from Karrie Crouse and Will
Joines co-stars “The Bear’s” Ebon Moss-
Bachrach as a mysterious character who
arrives at their home amid worries over a
murderous drifter at large. On top of all of
this, her daughter becomes obsessed with a
storybook fable about The Grey Man, who
comes into people’s homes as if made of
dust and, when breathed in, turns his vic-
tims into villains.

B Speaking of “The Bear,” the new
Blumhouse film “House of Spoils” leans in-
to the horror element of opening a restau-
rant (albeit on a remote estate with a haunt-
ing presence, two things Carmy has yet to
deal with). Oscar-winning “West Side Sto-

ry” actor Ariana DeBose plays the ambi-
tious chef at the center of Bridget Savage
Cole and Danielle Krudy’s film, which also
features Barbie Ferreira (“Euphoria”) and
Arian Moayed (“Succession”). “House of
Spoils” arrives Thursday on Prime Video.
B Writer-director Gary Dauberman
adapts Stephen King’s “Salem’s Lot” in a
new film coming to Max on Thursday. Le-
wis Pullman, of “Top Gun: Maverick,” stars
as aman who comes back to his small Maine
town to try to finish his book, but unfortu-
nately that town is being terrorized by a
vampire. It’s so far divided critics, but the
author seems pleased. In February, King
wrote on X that, “I've seen the new SA-
LEM’S LOT and it’s quite good. Old-school
horror filmmaking: slow build, big payoff.”
B Netflix also has the Sundance break-
out “It’s What’s Inside,” coming Friday, in
which a reunion of college friends turns into
a nightmare with the arrival of a suitcase
and a strange game.
— AP Film Writer Lindsey Bahr

Music

B There’s nothing worse than a self-seri-
ous pop star, and thankfully, Charlie Puth

appears to know that more than most. In a
new Roku channel mockumentary titled
“The Charlie Puth Show,” the “See You
Again” singer stars as a fictionalized ver-
sion of, well. Expect A-list cameos, too, for
this parodic take on the cultural zeitgeist.

B Coldplay’s expansive alt-contempo-
rary rocKk fills stadiums around the world;
on record, they turn a simple sing-along
phrase into a soaring mantra. The repetitive
“la la 1a” on “feelslikeimfallinginlove” is
evidence enough, or the chorus on the
stuffed “WE PRAY,” which features Little
Simz, Burna Boy, Elyanna and TINI. Both
appear on the band’s 10th studio album,
“Moon Music.” They’ve cornered the mar-
ket on Earth; where else would they head?

B Finneas, the second-youngest person
to win two Oscars (just behind his sister and
principal collaborator, Billie Eilish), is
gearing up to release his second solo album,
“For Cryin’ Out Loud!” Most are likely fa-
miliar with his production work, less so his
own ambitious material — luckily, it’s not
too late to dive into the dreamy pop-rock of
“Cleats,” or the funky, frustrated title track,
“For Cryin’ Out Loud!”

— AP Music Writer Maria Sherman

Television

B Season 2 of NBC’s hit series “Found,”
starring Shanola Hampton, kicks off Thurs-
day. Hampton plays Gabi Mosely, a woman
who survived kidnapping and a lengthy im-
prisonment as a teen. She now runs a firm
that specializes in finding missing people —
particularly Black and brown people who
normally don’t get the media coverage that
amissing white person receives. In the first
season, Mosely harbored a big secret that
she had taken her former kidnapper (Mark-
Paul Gosselaar) captive and was keeping
him in her basement. In this season, he’s es-
caped. Episodes also stream on Peacock.

B Movie and television studios love a
franchise where they can make sequels and
bank on dollars at the box office ala “Dead-
pool & Wolverine.” The new comedy series
“The Franchise” follows the behind-the-
scenes mayhem of filming a movie in an un-
popular franchise. It stars Himesh Patel,
Aya Cash, Billy Magnussen, Richard E.
Grant and Daniel Briihl. The series pre-
mieres Sunday on HBO and streams on
Max.

— Alicia Rancilio
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OPINION

Who will follow Amazon back into the office?

By HEATHER LoNG
The Washington Post

mazon chief executive Andy Jassy

just became the latest high-profile

boss to insist that workers in the

head office return to their desks
five days a week, most weeks (with exceptions
for problems at home, work travel and the oc-
casional need to work with zero distractions).
(Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Wash-
ington Post.) The announcement sparked
shock and outrage among many Amazon em-
ployees—and a wider fear that this could her-
ald a rethink of remote work at other compa-
nies. Inreality, it does signal a turning point for
American workers.

The best job market of many people’s life-
time is over. Going forward, workers and job
seekers will have less bargaining power in
most industries, and this will affect their pay
and perks. But it doesn’t mean that there will
be a rush to follow Amazon’s lead. Five-day
mandates run the risk of backfiring, because
star workers will be given an excuse tolook for
new jobs.

Jassy believes that getting workers back to-
gether full time is necessary to maintain office
culture and enhance productivity. Research
on working from home shows that the jury is
still out. Mark Ma, an associate professor of
business administration at the University of
Pittsburgh, has studied this issue extensively.
He told me, “Five days a week in the office is
unnecessary for productivity.”

It’s true that fully remote work — where an
employee isn’t coming into the office at all —
has mixed results. Some studies find that
working from home all the time isless produc-
tive, but much of this research was conducted
during the pandemic, when parents had chil-
dren at home distracting them. Other studies,
including one that tracked call center workers
pre-pandemic, have found that fully remote
workers are 13% more productive.

In any case, the ideal scenario for most “of-
fice jobs” is a hybrid approach that allows
workers to be at home on some days and in the
office on others. Hybrid work has not been
found to impair productivity. Many workers
are able to get more done on days they are at
home because they don’t waste an hour or
more commuting. It’s also worth pointing out
that return-to-office mandates have not been
found to boost a company’s financial perfor-
mance.

There is one thing that five-day mandates
typically accomplish: They make workers an-
gry enough to leave. “If you need a bunch of
people to quit, this is what you do,” said Jose
Maria Barrero, an assistant professor at Mex-
ico Autonomous Institute of Technology’s
business school and one of the leading experts
at WFH Research. Often, it is the most talent-
ed workers wholeave, because they can easily
find jobs elsewhere.

For now, Amazon is in the minority. Only a
handful of companies — including Boeing,
UPS, Chase and Tesla— have attempted fully
in-office policies for corporate workers. The
vast majority of Fortune 100 companies have
hybrid work arrangements. In August, 27.5%
of work daysinthe United Stateswere donere-
motely, which amounts to one or two days a
week at home. This percentage has stayed
roughly the same for the past two years, sug-
gesting that hybrid work has become the new
normal. The reason is simple: It’s a great
recruitment and retention tool.

Workers love having flexibility. The ability
to work from home has enabled them to exer-
cisemore,spend more time with theirkidsand
domore laundry. They are using the time they
would have spent commuting on leisure pur-
suits, which makes for happier, more loyal
employees. On employment websites, a siza-
ble share of job seekers start by looking exclu-
sively for remote or hybrid, said Nick Bunker,
research director at Indeed Hiring Lab.

The experts I spoke with agreed on one sen-
sible recommendation for CEOs: Embrace
hybrid work and let managers decide which
days the whole team should be in the office.
What frustrates employees is when they trek
into the office only to sit at a computer when
they could have done the same at home. Peo-
ple want to come in for meetings, special col-
laborations and networking. The research on
hybrid working underscores how important it
isto use people’s time wisely.

New Starbucks CEO Brian Niccol is a good
barometer of what top bosses are saying —
and doing — about work arrangements.
“We’re all adults here,” Niccol told employees
last month, according to Bloomberg. “You
need to figure out where you need to be to get
your job done, then do that.” Starbucks has a
three-day in office requirement and Niccol is
allowed to work remotely if he wants.

Still, the leverage in the employer-em-
ployee relationship is clearly shifting. In the
hot job market of 2022 and 2023, applicants
had the upper hand. Companies aggressively
raised pay and offered more flexibility,
whetheritwashybrid arrangements orthe op-
tion to work part time. This helped draw peo-
ple back into the labor market, especially
mothers, and there’s real concern that women
might feel they have to quit if they lose all flex-
ibility. The hiring rate has fallen to its lowest
level since 2014 (the tech sector was one of the
firsttopull back on hiring), and companies are
already dropping pay for some positions.

With this recalibration, raises and bonuses
arelikely toget skimpier. Butaslong as Nvidia
— the hottest company on the planet — keeps
allowing workers to be fully remote, other
companies will struggletomoveentirelyinthe
opposite direction.

Heather Long is a Washington Post columnist. She was U.S.
economics correspondent from 2017 to 2021 and a member of
the editorial board from 2021 to 2024.

Logical to take Trump both seriously and literally

By Joun M. Crisp
Tribune News Service
alena Zito, writing for The Atlantic in
September 2016, may have been the
first to describe, in a triumph of pithy
efficiency, why Donald Trump is
able to survive and thrive despite provocative
statements that would endanger the career of
nearly any other politician: “When he makes
claims like this, the press takes him literally,
butnot seriously; his supporters take him seri-
ously, but not literally.”

I thought of this expression last week when
Trump, speaking at a rally in Pennsylvania,
made a stunningly provocative statement that
is easily unnoticed in a forest of many others.
Trump said it should be illegal for citizens to
criticize the Supreme Court: “These people
should be putinjail the way they talk about our
judges and justices, trying to get them to sway
their vote, sway their decision.”

Should we take this statement seriously or
literally?

A MAGA acquaintance told me not to take
this statement “seriously.” He also may have
meant not to take it “literally,” either. In other
words, Trump doesn’t seriously orliterally in-
tend to throw citizens in jail for criticism of the
court, which would be a clear violation of the
First Amendment.

According to this way of thinking, Trump’s
threat ofjail time for critics is rhetorical, simi-
lar to saying that critics of the court should be

hung up by their toes or given 50 lashes with a
horsewhip. After all, this threat echoes the fa-
miliar rallying cry of the 2016 campaign,
“Lock her up,” and nothing came of that.

In other words, nothing to worry about.

Still, one of the things that Trump suppor-
ters say that they like about himis that he says
what he means and means what he says,
which, if true, should give pause to anyone
who opposes him in light of his social media
post last month: “Those involved in unscrup-
ulous behavior will be sought out, caught, and
prosecuted at levels, unfortunately, never
seen before in our Country.”

In fact, on Sept. 21, The New York Times
published a lengthy report by Michael
Schmidt on Trump’s efforts while in office to
initiate investigations and prosecutions
against political rivals and others he saw as
threats. Sure,itwasinthe Times, butthisisn’ta
left-wing fabrication. Schmidt’s reporting is
based on documents, court filings and inter-
views, often with people who were appointed
by and close to Trump.

For example, according to witnesses, in
spring of 2018 Trump, dissatisfied with Attor-
ney General Jeff Sessions, threatened to per-
sonally prosecute Hillary Clinton, John Kerry
and former FBI Director James Comey, star-
tling his aides and provoking his White House
counsel, Donald McGahn, to produce amemo
advising Trump of how outside the customary
bounds of the Justice Department, and possi-

bly the law, such an action would be. In fact,
McGahn and other aides memorialized their
warningstoprotectthemselves should Trump
take the actions that they were strongly advis-
ing against.

As it happens, little came of Trump’s
threats. But a second Trump term would be
different. He’s unlikely to employ a White
House counsel like McGahn or a chief of staff
like John Kelly, who both worked hard to stall
and restrain actions by Trump that would
have violated important democratic norms or
legal boundaries.

Further, Trump probably feels entitled to
payback due to his evidence-free contention
that he’s been the victim of “lawfare” waged
by the Biden administration. Some “lawfare.”
The Department of Justice has been in Demo-
cratichands for fouryears, and Trump has yet
to be held accountable for attempting to over-
turn an election, inciting an insurrection, and
retaining and hiding classified documents.

Trumpisknown forbeing transactional, but
he’s also transgressive. The norms, and even
the laws, that prevent officials from prosecut-
ingtheir perceived enemies meanlittle tohim.

Thus, when he says that, in a second term,
critics who speak out against the Supreme
Courtshouldbe thrownintojail, it would be ex-
tremely naive to fail to take him both seriously
and literally.

John M. Crisp is an op-ed columnist for Tribune News Service.
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SCOREBOARD/COLLEGE

COLLEGE FOOTBALL TENNIS PRO SOCCER

Schedule
Thursday’s games
SOUTH

Texas State (2-2) at Troy (1-4)
SOUTHWEST

Sam Houston St. (4-1) at UTEP (0-4)
Friday’s games
EAST

New Hampshire (3-1) at Harvard (1-1)
SOUTH

Jacksonville St. (1-3) at Kennesaw St.

SOUTHWEST

Houston (1-4) at TCU (3-2)
FAR WEST

Syracuse (3-1) at UNLV (4-0)
Michigan St. (3-2) at Oregon (4-0)

Saturday’s games
EAST

Princeton (1-1) at Columbia (1-1)
UCLA (1-3) at Penn St. (4-0)

CCSU (2-2) at Yale (1-1)

Bryant (1-3) at Brown (2-0)

Norfolk St. (2-4) at Sacred Heart (2-3)
Penn (1-1) at Dartmouth (2-0)

(1518 Francis (Pa.) (1-3) at Delaware St.
Lincoln (Pa.) (0-0) at Morgan St. (2-3)
Buffalo State (0-0) at Merc?/hurst (1-4)
Albany (NY) (1-3) at Cornell (1-1)
Wagner (2-3) at Stonehill (1-2)

Holy Cross (1-4) at Colgate (1-4)
Delaware (4-0) at Monmouth (NJ) (3-2)
Lafayette (2-2) at Fordham (0-5)

LIU Brooklyn (0-5) at Duquesne (2-2)
Villanova (4-1) at Stony Brook (4-1)
Temple (1-4) at Uconn (3-2)
ApPalacman St. (2-2) at Marshall (2-2)
William & Mary (4-1) at Towson (1-3)

SOUTH

SMU (4-1) at Louisville (3-1)
Boston College (4-1) at Virginia (3-1)
Pittsburgh (4-0) at North Carolina (3-2)
Wake Forest (1-3) at NC State (3-2)
Marist (0-4) at Davidson (3-
Tulane (3-2) at UAB (1-3)
NC A&T (1-4) at Richmond (3-2)
Austin Peay (1-4) at West Georgia (1-3)
Rhode Island (3-1) at Hampton (3-2)
Furman (1-3) at The Citadel (2-3)
SC State (2-2) at Tennessee Tech (2-2)
Wofford (2-2) at W. Carolina (1-3)
Florida A&M (2-2) at Alabama St. (2-2)
South Dakota (3-1) at Murray St. (1-3)
VMI (0-4) at Samford (1-2
Ark.-Pine Bluff (1-3) at Alcorn St. (2-3)
Gardner-Webb (1-4) at UT Martin (2-3)
Auburn (2-3) at Georgia (3-1)
Mississippi (4-1) at South Carolma (3-1)
Chattanooga (1-3) at ETSU (3-2
East Carolina (3-2) at Charlotte (2-3)
NC Central (3-2) at Campbell (2-3)

1W. lllinois (1-3) at Charleston Southern

-3

Alabama (4-0) at Vanderbilt (2-2)

Jackson St. (3-2) vs. Alabama A&M (2-2)
at Mobile, Ala.

Utah Tech (0 5) at North Alabama (1-5)

Louisiana-Lafayette (3-1) at Southern
Miss. (1-3) .

Clemson (3-1) at Florida St. (1-4)

James Madison (4-0) at Louisiana-Mon-
roe (3-1)

Texa(ls A)&M Commerce (0-4) at SE Loui-
siana

Nicholls (1-3) at Southern U. (2-2)

Old Dominion (1-3) at Coastal Carolina

3-1
UCF (3-1) at Florida (2-2)
Duke (5-0) at Georgia Tech (3-2)
MIDWEST

Purdue (1-3) at Wisconsin (2-2)

Umass (1-4) at N. lllinois (2-2)

Drake (2-1) at Valparaiso (2-3)
Morehead St. (3-2) at Butler (4-0)
T3ennessee St. (3-2) at Lindenwood (Mo.)

Indiana St. (1-3) at Youngstown St. (1-4)

Stetson (2-2) at St. Thomas (Minn.) (1-3)

W. Michigan (1-3) at Ball St. (1-3)

SE Missouri (4-1) at E. lllinois (1-4)

Miami (Ohio) (1-3) at Toledo (3-1)

Bowling Green (1-3) at Akron (1-4)

lowa (3-1) at Ohio St. (4-0)

Indiana (5-0) at Northwestern (2-2)

North Dakota (4-1) at N. Dakota St. (4-1)

Rutgers (4-0) at Nebraska (4-1)

S. Dakota St. (3-1) at N. lowa (2-2)

lllinois St. (3-2) at S. lllinois (2-3)

Baylor (2-3) at lowa St. (4-0)

Southern Cal (3-1) at Minnesota (2-3)
SOUTHWEST

Missouri (4-0) at Texas A&M (4-1)
Army (4-0) at Tulsa (2-3)
Va. Lynchburg (0-4) at Texas Southern

-Czent. Arkansas (4-1) at Abilene Christian

West Virginia (2-2) at Oklahoma St. (3-2)
Prairie View (2-3) at Incarnate Word

-2)
McNeese St. (4-2) at Houston Christian
2szouth Alabama (2-3) at Arkansas St.

Tennessee (4-0) at Arkansas (3-2)
Northwestern St. (0-5) at Stephen F. Aus-
tin (2-2)
FAR WEST

Navy (4-0) at Air Force (1-3)

Weber St. (2-3) at Montana (4-1)
Virginia Tech (2-3) at Stanford (2-2)
UC Davis (4-1) at Portland St. (0-4)
N. Colorado (0-5) at Montana St. (5-0)
Presbyterian (2-3) at San Diego (2-2)
N. Arizona (3-2) at Idaho (3-2)
Colorado St. (2-2) at Oregon St. (3-1)
Utah St. (1-3) at Boise St. (3-1)
Mlchléqan (4-1) at Washmgton 3-2)
Nevada (2-3) at San Jose St. (3-1)
Idaho St. (2-3) at Cal Poly (2-2)
Tarleton St. (4-1) at S. Utah (2-3)
Kansas (1-4) at Arizona St. (3-1)
Hawaii (2-2) at San Diego St. (1-3)
Miami (5-0) at California (3-1)

Texas Tech (4-1) at Arizona (3-1)

China Open

Monday
At National Tennis Center
Beijing
Purse: $3,720,165
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Men’s Singles
Quarterfinals

Daniil Medvedev (3), Russia, def. Flavio
Cobolli, Ital?/

Carlos Alcaraz (2) 5pa|n, def. Karen
Khachanov (7), Russia, 7-5, 6-2.

Jannik Sinner (1), Italy, def. Jiri Lehecka,
Czechia, 6-2, 7-6 (6).

Bu Yunchaokete China, def. Andrey Ru-
blev (4), Russia, 7-5, 6-4.

Women'’s Smgles
Round of 32

Madison Keys (18), United States, def.
Beatriz Haddad Maia (13), Brazil, 6-3, 6-3.

Naomi Osaka, Japan, def. Katie Von-
nets, United States 6-3, 6-2.

Aryna Sabalenka (1), Belarus, def. Ash-
lyn Krueger, United States, 6-2, 6-2.

Karolina Muchova, Czechla def. Jaque-
line Adina Cristian, Romanla [ 1,6-3.

Cristina Bucsa, Spaln def Elise Mertens
(24), Belgium, 4-6, 6

Magda Linette (31) Poland def.Jasmine
Paolini (3), Italy, 6-4, 6-0.

Mirra Andreeva (17), Russia, def. Donna
Vekic (16), Croatia, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Amanda Anisimova (34), United States,
def. DariaKasatkina (9), Russia, 7-6 (1), 6-4.

Zheng Qinwen (5), China, def. Nadia Po-
doroska, Argentina, 6-3, 6-2.

Japan Open

Monday
At Ariake Coliseum
Tokyo
Purse: $1,818,380
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Men’s Singles
Semifinals
Ugo Humbert, France, def. Tomas Ma-
chac, Czechia, 6-3, 3-6, 6-2.
Arthur Fils, France def. Holger Rune (6),
Denmark, 7- 6(8) 7- 6(1 ).

PRO BASKETBALL

WNBA playoffs

(x-if necessary)
(Best-of-five)
Semifinals

No. 1 New York 1, No. 4 Las Vegas 0
New York 87, Las Vegas 77
Tuesday: at New York
Friday: at Las Vegas
x-Sunday, Oct. 6: at Las Vegas

x-Tuesday, Oct. 8: at New York
No. 2 Minnesota 0, No. 3 COnnectlcut 1
Connecticut 73, Minnesota 70
Tuesday: at Minnesota
Friday: at Connecticut
x-Sunday, Oct. 6: at Connecticut
x-Tuesday, Oct. 8: at Minnesota

Monday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
National League

NEW YORK METS — Selected the con-
tract of LHP Joey Lucchesi. Transferred
RHP Christian Scott to the 60-day IL. Op-
tioned LHP Alex Young to Syracuse (IL).

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Fired presi-
dent of baseball operations Farhan Zaidi.
Named Buster Posey president of baseball

operations.
BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
NEW ORLEANS PELICANS — Re-signed G
Jose Alvarado to a veteran extension.
PHOENIX SUNS — Waived G David Stock-

ton.
FOOTBALL
National Football League

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Signed WR De-
ven Thompkins and TE Stephen Sullivan to
the practice squad. Released WR Sam
Pinckney.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Returned P
Brad Robbins to the active roster from in-
jured reserve.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Released DB
Tony Jefferson.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Elevated WR
D’'Wayne Eskridge from the practice
squad to the active roster.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Elevated OLBTy-
us Bowser and DT Quinton Bohanna from
the practice squad to the active roster.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Waived DT
Ben Stille.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Elevated DL Ab-
dullah Anderson and CB Tre Avery from
the practice squad to the active roster.

HOCKEY

National Hockey League
NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Assigned Fs
Kieffer Bellows and Vinnie Hinostroza and
G Matt Murray to Milwaukee (AHL).
ST. LOUIS BLUES — Signed C Nikita Alex-
androv to a one-year, two-way contract.

AP SPORTLIGHT

Oct. 2

1950 — Jim Hardy throws six touchdown
passes, including five to Bob Shaw, as the
Chicago Cardinals pound the Baltimore
Colts 55-13

2006 — Tennessee Titans defensive
tackle Albert Haynesworth is given a five-
?ame suspension — the longest for on-

ield behavior in NFL history — for stomp-
ing on Dallas Cowboys center Andre Gu-
rode’s head and kicking him in the face.

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
Inter MiamiCF 19 4 8 65 69 45
Columbus 16 5 9 57 60 33
Cincinnati 17 9 5 56 53 41
Orlando City 13 11 7 46 53 46
NYCFC 12 11 8 44 48 44
New York 10 7 14 44 48 44
Charlotte FC 11 11 9 42 37 34

Toronto FC 11 17 4 37 39 56
Philadelphia 9 12 10 37 58 48

CF Montréal 9 12 10 37 44 61
Atlanta 8 13 10 34 41 45
D.C. United 8 13 10 34 46 63
Nashville 814 9 33 31 47
New England 917 4 31 33 60
Chicago 716 9 30 37 55
WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
LA Galaxy 17 7 7 58 63 46
LAFC 15 8 7 52 54 41
Real SaltLake 14 7 10 52 62 47
Colorado 15 11 5 50 58 53
Seattle 14 9 8 50 46 34
Houston 13 9 9 48 43 34
Vancouver 13 9 8 47 50 41
Minnesota 13 12 6 45 53 48
Portland 12 10 9 45 64 54
FC Dallas 10 14 7 37 50 52
Austin FC 913 9 36 34 44
St Louis City 7 11 13 34 46 58
Sporting KC 8 17 7 31 50 61
San Jose 523 3 18 37 72

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Wednesday’s games

CF Montréal at Atlanta
Chicago at Charlotte FC
Cincinnati at New York City FC
Philadelphia at Orlando City
New York at Toronto FC

Miami at Columbus

New England at Houston

D.C. United at Nashville

LA Galaxy at Colorado
Minnesota at Real Salt Lake
St Louis City at Los Angeles FC
Austin FC at Portland

FC Dallas at San Jose

Seattle at Vancouver

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
Orlando 16 0 6 54 40 13
Washington 15 5 2 47 44 25
Gotham FC 13 4 5 44 27 17
Kansas City 12 3 7 43 47 29
North Carolina 11 9 2 35 31 24
Chicago 9 11 2 29 28 31
Portland 8 10 4 28 31 32
Bay FC 912 1 28 26 33
Louisville 6 9 7 25 30 30
San Diego 510 7 22 19 26
Angel City 6 12 4 22 26 37
Seattle 512 5 20 23 36
UtahRoyalsFC 5 14 3 18 15 34
Houston 4 13 5 17 15 35

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday’s games

Chicago at Houston
Angel City at Seattle

Saturday’s games

San Diego at North Carolina

Kansas City at Louisville

Bay FC at Gotham FC

Utah Royals FC at Portland
Sunday’s game

Washington at Orlando
Friday, Oct. 11

Orlando at Portland
PRO HOCKEY

NHL preseason

Monday’s games
Pittsburgh 5, Detroit 1
N.Y. Islanders 4, Philadelphia 3
Tamﬁa Bay 3, Florida 1
Washington 3, Columbus 2
New Jersey 3, N.Y. Rangers 1
Buffalo 4, Detr0|t3 oT
Calgary 4 Seattle 3 oT
Edmoriton 3, Vancouver 2, SO
Los Angeles 4, Anaheim 0
uesday s games
Detroit at Pittsburgh
New Jersey at N.Y. Rangers
Ottawa at Montreal
Philadelphia at Boston
Chicago at Minnesota
Columbus at St. Louis
Vegas at Colorado
Utah at San Jose
Wednesday’s games
Florida at Tampa Bay
Nashville at Carolina
Calgary at Winnipeg
Edmonton at Seattle
Utah at Anaheim

DuaNE BuRLESON/AP

Head coach Mark Few and basketball powerhouse Gonzaga will join
the Pac-12 beginning in 2026. Gonzaga doesn’t have a football team.

onzaga,

UTEP

changing leagues

By Tim BooTH
Associated Press

Basketball powerhouse Gonza-
ga will become the latest member
of the rebuilt Pac-12 Conference,
the school announced Tuesday,
while the Mountain West Confe-
rence moved quickly to secure its
future by adding UTEP.

Gonzaga will move from the
West Coast Conference where it
has dominated for most of the last
quarter century into a conference
that was being rebuilt around foot-
ball, but should be pretty stout on
the basketball court. Gonzaga will
become the eighth Pac-12 mem-
ber along with holdovers Wash-
ington State and Oregon State, and
fellow newcomers Boise State,
San Diego State, Fresno State,
Utah State and Colorado State
from the Mountain West.

Gonzaga will join the confe-
rence in all of its sports beginning
July 1, 2026, as the Pac-12’s only
private college up to this point.

“Today represents an exciting
milestone for the Pac-12 as we
welcome another outstanding in-
stitution with a rich history of suc-
cessintoourleague,” Pac-12 Com-
missioner Teresa Gould said.

Adding Gonzaga still leaves the
Pac-12 in need of another football-
playing member for CFP purpos-
es. Gonzaga does not have a foot-
ball program.

The Mountain West is in the
same position of still needing to
add one more football-playing
member even with the addition of
UTEP. The Miners will leave Con-
ference USA beginning in 2026.

“The addition of UTEP restores
historic rivalries with several of
our member institutions within
the geographic footprint and pro-
vides valuable exposure in the
great State of Texas,” Mountain
West Commissioner Gloria Neva-
rez said in a statement. “We wel-
come and look forward to compet-
ing against the student-athletes of
UTEP.”

Both conferences have beenin a
scramble to secure their futures
outside the Power Four of college
sports, but the addition of Gonza-
ga clearly gives the Pac-12 the ad-
vantage on the basketball court.

Last year, Washington State,
Boise State, San Diego State, Col-
orado State, Utah State and Gon-
zaga all reached the NCAA Tour-
nament in men’s basketball and
two seasons ago San Diego State
reached the national champion-
ship game.

Gonzaga athletic director Chris
Standiford said talks with the
Pac-12 progressed ‘“earnestly”
last weekend and the school for-
mally applied for membership
Monday night — it was unani-
mously approved.

“We are excited to join a confe-
rence with great tradition and a
commitment to innovating during
this evolving time in collegiate
athletics,” Standiford said.

The Pac-12 began to restock for
a 2026 relaunch last month by
nabbing the five schools from the
Mountain West tojoin Washington
State and Oregon State, the only
two Pac-12 schools left after a dra-
matic round of realignment took
effect this summer.

The Bulldogs have thrived in
the WCC, reaching the NCAA
Tournament every year it has
been played since 1998, with two
Final Four appearances and eight
seasons of at least 30 victories.

The school has in the past talked
to the Big East about conference
affiliation, and the Big 12 had dis-
cussed adding Gonzaga to its
strong men’s basketball lineup, as
it did with UConn earlier this year.

UTEP was a member of the
Western Athletic Conference for
nearly 40 years before joining
Conference USA in 200S.

Joining the Mountain West will
reunite the Miners with previous
conference foes like Nevada, San
Jose State, New Mexico and
Wyoming.
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American Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 3 1 0 .750 122 83
N.Y. Jets 2 2 0 .500 76 62
Miami 1 3 0 .250 45 103
New England 1 3 0 .250 52 87
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Houston 3 1 0.75 79 94
Indianapolis 2 2 0 500 8 85
Tennessee 1 3 0 .250 79 90
Jacksonville 0 4 0 .000 60 109
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 3 1 0 .750 75 53
Baltimore 2 2 0 .500 106 88
Cincinnati 1 3 0 .250 102 104
Cleveland 1 3 0 .250 66 87
West

L T Pct PF PA

0 01.000 92 72
2 0 .500 62 55
2 0 .500 68 50
2

Denver

w
Kansas City 4
2
L.A. Chargers 2

Las Vegas 2 0 .500 78 97
National Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Washington 3 1 0 .750 121 102
Dallas 2 2 0 .500 97 104
Philadelphia 2 2 0 .500 86 96
N.Y. Giants 1 3 0 .250 60 &4
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Tampa Bay 3 1 0 .750 97 78
Atlanta 2 2 0 500 75 85
New Orleans 2 2 0 .500 127 70
Carolina 1 3 0 .250 73 129
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 4 0 01.000 116 59
Detroit 3 1 0 .750 104 82
Chicago 2 2 0 5500 77 75
Green Bay 2 2 0 .500 104 89
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Seattle 3 1 0 .750 102 85
SanFrancisco 2 2 0 .500 103 82
Arizona 1 3 0 .250 96 106
L.A. Rams 1 3 0 .250 75 115

Thursday’s game
Dallas 20, N.Y. Giants 15
Sunday’s games

Atlanta 26, New Orleans 24
Chicago 24, L.A. Rams 18
Cincinnati 34, Carolina 24
Denver 10, N.Y. Jets 9
Houston 24, Jacksonville 20
Indianapolis 27, Pittsburgh 24
Minnesota 31, Green Bay 29
Tampa Bay 33 Philadelphia 16
San Francisco 30, New England 13
Washington 42, Arlzona 14
Kansas City 17, L.A. Chargers 10
Las Vegas 20, Cleveland 16
Baltimore 35, Buffalo 10
Monday’s games

Detroit 42, Seattle 29
Tennessee 31, Miami 12

Thursday, Oct. 3

Tampa Bay at Atlanta
Sunday, Oct. 6

N.Y. Jets vs Minnesota at London
Baltimore at Cincinnati
Buffalo at Houston
Carolina at Chicago
Cleveland at Washington
Indianapolis at Jacksonville
Miami at New England
Arizona at San Francisco
Las Vegas at Denver

Green Bay at L.A. Rams

N.Y. Giants at Seattle
Dallas at Pittsburgh

Monday, Oct. 7

New Orleans at Kansas City
Open: L.A. Chargers, Tennessee, Detroit,
Philadelphia
Thursday, Oct. 10
San Francisco at Seattle
Sunday, Oct. 13

Jacksonville at Chicago

Arizona at Green Bay

Cleveland at Philadelphia

Houston at New England

Indianapolis at Tennessee

Tamﬁ_a Bay at New Orleans

Washington at Baltimore

L.A. Chargers at Denver

Pittsburgh at Las Vegas

Atlanta at Carolina

Detroit at Dallas

Cincinnati at N.Y. Giants L

Open: Kansas City, L.A. Rams, Miami,
Minnesota

Goff’s perfect passing lifts Lions

By LARRY LAGE
Associated Press

DETROIT — Jared Goff threw
a perfect game, setting an NFL
record by completing all 18 of his
passes to help the Detroit Lions
beat the Seattle Seahawks 42-29
Monday night.

“I just gave the game ball to
somebody else, so I feel awful,” Li-
ons coach Dan Campbell said. “I
knew he played a heck of a game. I
did not know he was perfect.”

Kurt Warner had the previous
league mark for the passes with-
out an incompletion, going 10-
for-10 for Arizona against Houston
in 2008S.

“It’s a cool thing,” Goff said.
“T'm just happy we got the win.”

Goff did throw an incomplete
pass, but it was negated by a pen-
alty.

“I was like, does that count?” he
recalled wondering.

Goff also had a touchdown re-
ception for the first time in his ca-
reer, catching a pass from Amon-
Ra St. Brown, and threw one of his
two touchdown passes to the All-
Pro receiver. Goff and St. Brown
are the eighth duo in league histo-
ry to throw and catch a touchdown
from each other.

St. Brown lobbed a 7-yard pass
to Goff on a trick play in the the
third quarter and caught an 8-
yard touchdown from the quarter-
back in the fourth.

Goff, who threw for 292 yards,

PauL Sancya/AP

Lions quarterback Jared Goff passes on Monday against Seattle in
Detroit. Goff threw a touchdown pass and also caught one.

completed his first 14 passes in
Detroit’s previous win at Arizona
to set a personal record that lasted
a little more than a week. He also
threw a pass over the middle to Ja-
meson Williams, who ran away
from the Seahawks for a 70-yard
touchdown in the third quarter.

The Lions (3-1) asked Goff to
throw one more time from his end
zone and he was sacked for a safe-
ty with 2:01 remaining, cutting
their lead to 13 points.

The Seahawks (3-1) simply
could not overcome an injury-de-
pleted defense that could not stop

Detroit on the ground or through
the air.

“It shows we aren’t the team we
want to be,” Seattle coach Mike
Macdonald said.

Macdonald went for it on
fourth-and-4 from the Detroit 39
early in the fourth and receiver
Tyler Lockett negated a first down
with pass interference, getting
called for running a pick play that
freed up Jaxon Smith-Njigba for a
catch.

“They said he picked the guy, but
I think we all saw he never made
contact with him,” Smith said.

Macdonald went for it again on
fourth-and-goal from the Detroit 3
with 2:09 to go and Geno Smith
threw a fourth straight incomple-
tion.

The Lions took advantage and
went ahead by 15 points with 5:23
left when Goff threw a high pass to
St. Brown, who leaped for the
catch and got both feet in the end
Zone.

Jahmyr Gibbs ran for two
touchdowns in the second quarter
and finished with 78 yards rush-
ing. David Montgomery started
the scoring barrage with a 1-yard
touchdown run, capping a 10-play,
93-yard drive that took 7-plus
minutes off the clock in the first
quarter, and had 80 yards from
scrimmage.

Smith was 38-for-56 for 395
yards with a 9-yard touchdown
pass to rookie tight end AJ Barner
in the third quarter on a drive he
extended with a sneak on fourth
down. He threw an interception in
the end zone to Kerby Joseph with
aminute left, sealing Seattle’s first
setback this season.

“Even when we were down 14,
we knew we had a chance to come
back,” Smith said.

DK Metcalf had seven catches
for 104 yards and a costly fumble
at the Detroit 37 in the first quar-
ter.

Kenneth Walker, who gained 80
yards on 12 carries, had a career-
high three touchdowns rushing.

Rudolph leads Tltans to first win of season

By ALaNis THAMES
Associated Press

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — Mason Rudolph
was happy to help lead the Tennessee Titans to
their first win of the season on Monday, even
though he felt like he didn’t have to do much.

Nick Folk helped him with five field goals,
and Rudolph led seven scoring drives after
starter Will Levis left with a shoulder injury in
the 31-12 win over the Miami Dolphins.

“I didn’t do a whole lot, that’s for sure,” Ru-
dolph said. “Tony (Pollard) and the O-line and
Tyjae (Spears) just mauled them up front.
Moved the ball, controlled the ball in the sec-
ond half. We protected the ball there in the sec-
ond half and got out with the win.”

Rudolph threw for 85 yards and completed 9
of 17 passes in relief of Levis, who attempted
just four passes before injuring his right throw-
ing shoulder on a scramble.

Brian Callahan, who got his first win as the
Titans’ coach, said Levis tried to go back in but
was in pain. Tennessee’s upcoming bye week
factored into the decision to hold him out.

Folk made field goals of 53, 52,47, 51 and 29
yards. Spears took a direct snap and ranitin for
a 7-yard touchdown. Pollard had a 4-yard
touchdown run to go with 88 yards on 22 car-
ries. The Titans (1-3) rushed for 142 yards.

“I knew the style of game we needed to play
to win this game,” Callahan said. “I knew that
they were going to have some trouble offen-
sively, and I knew that we were going to be able
to run the ball effectively on them.”

Tyler Huntley, who signed with the Dol-
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ReBeccA BLAckweLL/AP
Titans quarterback Mason Rudolph replaced
an injured Will Levis and helped Tennessee
earn its first win of the season.

phins on Sept. 17 off Baltimore’s practice
squad, ran for a touchdown and had 96 yards
passing. But the Dolphins’ offense continued to
struggle without Tua Tagovailoa, who remains
on injured reserve with a concussion.

Huntley was named starter on Saturday, as
No. 2 quarterback Skylar Thompson nurses a
rib injury.

“I felt pretty comfortable,” Huntley said.
“Just now I got to dig in deeper and just know
the ins and outs of the offense, and it will take
our offense to another level.”

Huntley brought the Dolphins (1-3) within 10
when he scored on a 1-yard run with 3:40 left.
He was intercepted on the 2-point conversion

attempt, and the Titans recovered the ensuing
onside Kick.

Huntley was called for intentional ground-
ing in the end zone on Miami’s last effort at a
comeback, adding two more points for the Ti-
tans.

Tyreek Hill was held under S0 yards receiv-
ing for the third straight game with 23 yards on
four catches, as the Dolphins managed just 78
yards passing.

Titans receiver DeAndre Hopkins was also
quiet with two catches for 31 yards.

Linebacker Emmanuel Ogbah intercepted
Levis and secured the ball between his knees to
end a promising opening drive for the Titans.

The Dolphins gave it right back when Hun-
tley threw a backward pass to Hill that went off
the receiver’s fingertips. It was initially ruled
an incomplete pass but after review, it was
overturned to a fumble that Tennessee reco-
vered.

That was the first takeaway of the season for
the Titans, who entered the game with a mi-
nus-7 turnover differential.

It was also the first of numerous miscues for
the Dolphins: two players in motion at the snap
multiple times, uncharacteristic drops by play-
makers and an overall inability to sustain
drives.

The Dolphins headed to halftime trailing 9-3
and were held without a touchdown for the
eighth straight quarter.

“There’s a major disconnect between prep-
aration and execution,” Dolphins coach Mike
McDaniel said.
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Leader: Rose broke h|s idol S hits record at age 44

FROM PAGE 24
to outfield to third to first, and he
led the league in hits seven times.

“Every summer, three things
are going to happen,” Rose liked to
say, “the grass is going to get
green, the weather is going to get
hot, and Pete Rose is going to get
200 hits and bat .300.”

Rose reached 1,000 hits in 1968,
2,000 just five years later and
3,000 just five years after that. He
moved into second place, ahead of
Hank Aaron, with hit No. 3,772, in
1982.No. 4,000 was off the Phillies’
Jerry Koosman in 1984, exactly 21
years to the day after his first hit.
He caught up with Cobb on Sept. 8,
1985, and surpassed him three
days later, in Cincinnati, with Ros-
e’s mother and teenage son, Pete
Jr., among those in attendance.

Rose was 44 and the team’s
player-manager. Batting left-
handed against the San Diego Pa-
dres’ Eric Show in the first inning,
he smacked a 2-1 slider into left
field, a clean single. The crowd of
47,000-plus stood and yelled. The
game was halted to celebrate.
Rose was given the ball and the
first base bag, then wept openly on
the shoulder of first base coach
and former teammate, Tommy
Helms. He told Pete Jr., who later
played briefly for the Reds: “Ilove
you, and I hope you pass me.” He
thought of his late father, a star
athlete himself who had pushed
him to play sports since childhood.
And he thought of Cobb, the dead-
ball era slasher whom Rose so em-
ulated that he named another son
Tyler.

Baseball Commissioner Peter
Ueberroth, watching from New
York, declared that Rose had “re-
served a prominent spot in Coo-
perstown.” After the game, a 2-0

win for the Reds in which Rose
scored both runs, he received a
phone call from President Ronald
Reagan.

“Your reputation and legacy are
secure,” Reagan told him. “It will
be a long time before anyone is
standing in the spot where you’re
standing now.”

Four years later, he was gone.

On March 20, 1989, Ueberroth
(who was soon succeeded by A.
Bartlett Giamatti) announced that
his office was conducting a “full
inquiry into serious allegations”
about Rose. Reports emerged that
he had been relying on a network
of bookies and friends and others
in the gambling world to place
bets on baseball games, including
some with the Reds. Rose denied
any wrongdoing, but the investi-
gation found that the “accumulat-
ed testimony of witnesses, togeth-
er with the documentary evidence
and telephone records reveal ex-
tensive betting activity by Pete
Rose in connection with profes-
sional baseball and, in particular,
Cincinnati Reds games, during
the 1985, 1986, and 1987 baseball
seasons.”

In August 1989, at a New York
press conference, Giamatti spoke
some of the saddest words in base-
ball history: “One of the game’s
greatest players has engaged in a
variety of acts which have stained
the game, and he must now live
with the consequences of those
acts.” Giamatti announced that
Rose had agreed to a lifetime ban
from baseball, a decision that in
1991 the Hall of Fame ruled left
him ineligible for induction. Rose
attempted to downplay the news,
insisting that he had never bet on
baseball and that he would even-
tually be reinstated.
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The National League’s Pete Rose (14) slams into American League catcher Ray Fosse to score the winning
run during the 12th inning of the All-Star Game on July 14, 1970. Fosse suffered a fractured shoulder.

Meanwhile, his story changed.
In a November 1989 memoir, writ-
ten with “The Boys of Summer”
author Roger Kahn, Rose again
claimed innocence, only to re-
verse himself in 2004. He desper-
ately wanted to come back, and ef-
fectively destroyed his chances.
He continued to spend time at ca-
sinos, insisting he was there for
promotion, not gambling. He be-
lieved he had “messed up” and
that his father would have been
ashamed, but he still bet on base-
ball, albeit legally.

“I don’t think betting is morally
wrong. I don’t even think betting

AL BEHRMAN/AP

Rose, serving as the Reds’ player-manager, argues a called strike with home-plate umpire Randy Marsh
during a game against the St. Louis Cardinals at Riverfront Stadium in Cincinnati on Aug. 27, 1985.

on baseball is morally wrong,” he
wrote in “Play Hungry,” a memoir
released in 2019. “There are legal
ways, and there are illegal ways,
and betting on baseball the way I
did was against the rules of base-
ball.”

His disgrace was all the harder
because no one seemed to live for
baseball more than Rose did. He
remembered details of games
from long ago and could quote the
most obscure statistics about
players from other teams. He was
as relentless in spring training as
he was in the postseason, when he
brawled with the New York Mets’
Buddy Harrelson during the 1973
NL playoffs.

His compulsion was most mem-
orably defined in an otherwise
meaningless contest — the 1970
All-Star Game, in Cincinnati.

In the bottom of the 12th inning,
the score tied at 4, he singled with
two outs and advanced to second
on a single by Billy Grabarkewitz.
When Jim Hickman followed with
a single, Rose raced past third and
crashed at home into the Cleve-
land Indians’ Ray Fosse, scoring
the winning run and fracturing
Fosse’s shoulder. It was a collision
often replayed, and an injury from
which the catcher said years later
still pained him.

“Would I do the same thing
again today in the same situation?
Damn right I would,” Rose wrote
in his 2019 memoir. “But would I
rather it had all gone down with-
out Ray having suffered an injury
that would dog his career? You
bet.”

Inthe beginning, it was all about
the game. He was a Cincinnati na-
tive from a working-class neigh-
borhood whose father, Harry
Francis Rose, like the father of

Mickey Mantle, taught his son to
be a switch hitter. Rose mastered
his skills with a broom handle and
arubber ball, thrown to him by his
younger brother, Dave.

Pete Rose graduated from high
school in June 1960. He flew to
Rochester, N.Y., two days later,
and then rode a bus some 45 miles
to Geneva, home of the Reds’ level
D minor league team. By 1962, he
had been promoted to level A, in
Macon, Ga. He batted .330 and
vowed to displace Reds second ba-
seman Don Blasingame in 1963,
telling a reporter “I’m going to be
on his heels.”

Blasingame was with the Wash-
ington Senators by midseason and
Rose was a phenomenon: “Charlie
Hustle,” Yankees pitcher Whitey
Ford reportedly called him, mock-
ingly, after watching him hurry to
first upon drawing a walk in
spring training. Rose hit .273 as a
rookie and, starting in 1965, batted
.300 or higher 14 out of 1S seasons.
He was so dependable thatin 1968,
the “Year of the Pitcher,” he led
the league with a .335 average, one
of three batting titles.

In his post-baseball life, he did
make it to a few honorary associa-
tions. The Reds voted him into the
team’s Hall of Fame in 2016, the
year before a bronze sculpture of
Rose’s iconic slide was unveiled
outside of Cincinnati’'s Great
American Ball Park.

Rose the man was never induct-
ed into Cooperstown, but his ca-
reer was well-represented.

Items at the Baseball Hall in-
clude his helmet from his MVP
1973 season, the bat he used in
1978 when his hitting streak
reached 44 and the cleats he wore,
in 1985, on the day he became the
game’s hits king.
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Kansas City Royals shortstop Bobby Witt Jr. has champagne poured on him by teammates during a celebration
in the locker room after the Royals clinched a playoff berth with a win over the Braves on Friday in Atlanta.

Royals, 0's meet not long
after each had 100 losses

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Adley Rutschman and Bobby Witt
Jr. were the top two picks of baseball’s 2019 amateur
draft, back when the Baltimore Orioles and Kansas
City Royals were among the worst teams in the sport.

“It’s pretty crazy,” Witt said Monday. “Now we’re
matching up in the postseason.”

Rutschman and the Orioles host Witt and the Roy-
als in an AL Wild Card Series of two teams with 100-
loss seasons not far back in the rearview mirror. For
Kansas City, it was last season, and their 30-
win improvement ranks as one of the most
impressive turnarounds over the past half-
century.

Game 1 was Tuesday at Camden Yards.
The winner of the best-of-three series faces
the New York Yankees in the Division Series.

“This is something I’ve dreamed about
since I was a kid,” said Witt, who hit .332 to
win the AL batting title. “Going into the last
offseason, this was the goal and we’re here now. We
just got to keep working.”

The Royals went from S6-106 to 86-76, enough for
the second wild card. Only five teams made a bigger
leap from one season to the next, a group thatincludes
Baltimore from 2021 to 22.

That was after the Orioles lost more than 100 games
in three consecutive full seasons. But with Rutsch-
man, Gunnar Henderson and other prospects result-
ing from those dark days, they won the AL East ayear
ago and got a taste of the playoffs — a Division Series
defeat to the eventual champion Texas.

Henderson hopes he and his teammates are more
“battle-tested” this time around.

“Last year’s experience of what that felt like at the
end when we did have thiskind of fairytale season and
the quick exit, I'm hoping that these guys still have
that taste in their mouth going into this postseason,”
manager Brandon Hyde said. “I think they do.”

Late-season struggles

The parallels are not just historic. The Royals and
Orioles at times this season were dominant, but each
had second-half struggles that endangered reaching
October.

=

Rutschman

Kansas City had two seven-game skids in the past
five weeks. Baltimore lost 11 of 16 from Sept. 4-22.

“There’s very rarely a team that goes through a
season without some sort of a rough patch,” Royals
manager Matt Quatraro said. “But whether that’s
two games, four games, seven games — whatever
your losing streaks are — these guys in this club-
house are soresilient. They bounce back. They really
dothebestjob I've ever seen of turning the page from
one day to the next.”

The Royals join NL East champion Philadelphia as
the only teams to go into this year’s playoffs
under .S00 over their prior 10 games. The
Orioles were at least able to finish 4-2 to re-
capture some swagger.

“I think we fought ourselves a lot the sec-
ond half of playing good baseball and then
kind of struggling for a little bit,” Game 1
starter Corbin Burnes said. “To see how we
played this last week was good. We got the of-
fense swinging the bats, pitching we threw
the ball well. It’s a good momentum builder going into
the postseason.”

[y

Aces on the mound

The 4:08 p.m. EDT start time and the markets in-
volved do not make this a marquee series, but the
pitching matchup in the opener was certainly pop-
corn-worthy with acouple of All-Stars getting the nod:
Burnes and Cole Ragans. The Orioles had not decided
on starters for later games, but going with Burnes in
the opener was a no-brainer after the 2021 NL Cy
Young Award winner had a1.20 ERA in five Septem-
ber starts.

“He’s a guy that can beat anybody on any night,”
Hyde said. “If Corbin Burnes is pitching, you expect
to win that night and that’s how our guys feel.”

The Royals feel the same way about Ragans, the ace
of their strong rotation. Seth Lugo is expected to take
the mound for Game 2 on Wednesday.

“They trust me, so you just put in the work behind
the scenes, prepare the bestIcan prepare and give our
team the best chance I cantowin aballgame,” Ragans
said. “That’s all my goal’s been all year is just to win.
Nothing changes just because it’s the playoffs. Same
routine, same mindset going in and go from there.”

¥ Ex-Astros manager

Hinch leading Tigers
against former team

By KrisTIE RIEKEN
Associated Press

HOUSTON — A.J. Hinch led
Houston to a championship in 2017,
and the last time he managed a post-
seasongameitwasthe Astros’lossin
Game 7 of the 2019 World Series.

The following January, he was
suspended for a year by Major
League Baseball and fired the same
day for his role in Houston’s sign-
stealing scandal.

Hinch returned to the playoffs
Tuesday with the Detroit Tigers in
theirfirst postseasonappearanceina
decade when they faced the AL West
champion Astros in Game 1 of abest-
of-three Wild Card Series. Detroit
aceTarik Skubal (18-4,2.39 ERA) op-
posed fellow left-hander Framber
Valdez (15-7,2.91) in the opener.

Hinch, who has managed the Ti-
gers since 2021, has insisted this se-
ries is not about his redemption.

“I'm not proud of the story to get
here,” Hinch said Monday before
the Tigers worked out at Minute
Maid Park. “I've owned up to that
and I will continue to do that. I'm ve-
rysorry forhowitall went down. But
all I had was the next opportunity to
try tomake it better and try to do my
part to make this happen as fast as
possible for the Detroit Tigers.”

The Tigers were 10 games out of
thelast AL wild-card spoton Aug. 10
before going 31-13 the rest of the way
to punch their ticket to the playoffs
for the first time since 2014.

Now they face a playoff-tested
Houston team that’s in the postsea-
son for an eighth straight year. De-
troit outfielder Riley Greene be-
lieves the Tigers’ path to this point
will help them this week.

“T feel like we’ve been playing
playoff baseball since August,” he
said. “We’re young and all we really
want to do is win and we’re doing
whatever we can to win.”

The Astros also had a difficult
path to the playoffs this season.
Houston overcame a 7-19 start to
win its fourth straight AL West title
and its seventh in eight years, only

falling short during the pandemic-
shortened 2020 season.

Hinchand Astrosmanager Joe Es-
pada share a close bond after Hinch
hired Espada as his bench coach in
Houston before the 2018 season. Es-
padaisinhis first season as manager
after Dusty Baker’s retirement.

“I'm actually looking forward to
it,” Espadasaid. “He’sagood friend.
We have spent a lot of time together.
I've learned a ton from A.J., but I
think this series is about the Astros
against the Tigers.”

Valdez's mental growth

Valdez is looking for a much bet-
ter postseason this year after he lost
each of his three playoff starts last
season while giving up a combined
19 hits and 12 earned runs.

The 30-year-old has worked on
improving his mental toughness
over the past few years with the help
of Dr. Andy Nunez, a psychologistin
the Astros organization.

“With Dr. Andy, I've talked to him
almostevery day, whetherit’sonthe
phone, whether before agame, after
agame, even if I'm not playing, I try
to take the moment and talk to him,”
Valdez said in Spanish through a
translator. “We talk about life, try to
talk about the mental aspect of it,
how to handle certain situations ...
(and) I try to take that advice and
make the most of it.”

SkubaP’s crown

Skubal, who had 228 strikeouts to
gowithhis18 winsand 2.39 ERA, be-
came the first American Leaguer to
win the pitching Triple Crown since
Cleveland’s Shane Bieber did it in
the pandemic-shortened 2020 sea-
son, and the first in a full season
since Justin Verlanderin 2011.

The likely AL Cy Young Award
winner is looking forward to his
playoff debut.

“It means a lot to have the confi-
dence from A.J. and the organiza-
tion, and I'm going to roll out there
(Tuesday) and do my best to put our
team in position to win,” he said.

ERic CHRISTIAN SMITH/AP

Detroit Tigers manager A.J. Hinch led the Houston Astros to two AL
pennants and a World Series title in 2017, but his legacy was tarred
by a sign-stealing scandal that cost him his job in 2020.
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Legacies, fortunes attainable in October

By Davip BRANDT
Associated Press

apanese superstar Shohei

Ohtani has put up some of

the best regular-season

numbersinbaseball history
over the past six months. Bobby
Witt Jr. is a precocious 24-year-old
who just won the American League
batting title.

They’ve both proven they are ex-
cellent at baseball.

Now it’s time to seeifthey’re good
at October baseball.

“The mound is 60 feet, 6 inches
away, first base is 90 feet away,”
Witt said on Monday. “It’s the same
game I've played since I was little,
and sojust go out there, enjoy every
moment and take it allin.”

The Kansas City shortstop was
trying not to put too many expecta-
tions on himself before the biggest
games of his professional career.
That’s probably smart.

But there’s little doubt that Octo-
ber competition is a little different.
It all started Tuesday when the Ti-
gers-Astros, Royals-Orioles, Mets-
Brewers and Braves-Padres begin
their best-of-three Wild Card Se-
ries.

The Yankees, Guardians, Dodg-
ersand Philliesall earned abye until
the Division Series, which begins on
Saturday.

Everyone feels the pressure of
the playoffs. Owners, fans, players.
Yankees slugger Juan Soto, Astros
third baseman Alex Bregman,
Orioles outfielder Anthony Santan-
der and Mets first baseman Pete
Alonso are among the upcoming
free agents who could increase their
value by millions with good postsea-
son performances.

Soto was still a rising star with the
Washington Nationals when they
won their title in 2019. He hit .333
with three home runs and seven
RBIs in that World Series, and a

VAW |

SeTH WENIG/AP

The New York Yankees’ Aaron Judge, left, and Juan Soto are among the biggest stars in baseball. But one
major difference between them is that Soto has a World Series ring while Judge is looking for his first.

similar performance over the next
few weeks could send his asking
price this winter into the strato-
sphere.

The postseason is also where le-
gacies are made.

Yankees slugger Aaron Judge is
already one of the most productive
sluggers in the storied franchise’s
history. He smashed S8 homers this
season two years after a 62-homer
campaign and his tape-measure
homers are the stuff of legend.

But he doesn’t have a champion-
ship ring, and that’s the expectation
in the Bronx. The Yankees haven’t
won a title since 2009.

“I think there’s no question he’s
one of the franchise’s greatest
players,” Yankees manager Aaron
Boone said. “But he’s playing for
(championships). That’s why he

does this, not torack up personal ac-
colades. He embodies that. He lives
that. 'm sure winning it all would
add alevel tohislegacy.”

Philadelphia’s Bryce Harper is
another one of this generation’s
great players who has never won a
title. The two-time MVP led the
Phillies to the World Series in 2022
— earning MVP of the National
League Championship Series along
the way —before losing tothe Hous-
ton Astros for the title.

It’s one of the few missing pieces
of a stellar career.

“We’ve just got to play Philly
baseball and continue to play,” Har-
per said after his team clinched the
NLEast.

There’s little doubt that MLB is
salivatingoverapotential Ohtanivs.
Judge matchup in the World Series.

This is Ohtani’s first trip to the post-
season in his seven-year career. He
nearly wonthe National League Tri-
ple Crown this season, batting .310
with S4homers, 130 RBIsand 59 sto-
lenbases.

But the stats reset to zero when it
comes to October.

Those who can deal with the pres-
sure excel. Kansas City catcher Sal-
vador Perez was the World Series
MVPin 2015 and hasn’tbeenback to
the playoffs since. One decade later,
he’s relishing his return to fall base-
ball.

“Pressure? You get excited,” Pe-
rez said. “Maybe a little more in
playoffs. ... It’s just a game. You’re
just competing and have fun and try
to do the best to help your team to
win. In playoffs, alittle more. I think
these guys, they’re ready.”

Scoreboard

Playoffs

x-if necessary
WILD CARD SERIES
(Best-of-three)
American League
Houston vs. Detroit

Tuesday: Detroit at Houston
Wednesday: Detroit (TBD) at Houston
(TBD) i
x-Thursday: Detroit at Houston
Baltimore vs. Kansas City

Tuesday: Kansas City at Baltimore
Wednesday: Kansas City (Lugo 16-9) at
Baltimore (TBD), AFN-Sports, 10 p.m.
Wednesday CET, 5 a.m. Thursday JKT
x-Thursday: Kansas City at Baltimore
National League
Milwaukee vs. New York

Tuesday: New York at Milwaukee

Wednesday: New York (TBD) at Milwau-
kee (TBD), AFN-Sports, 1 a.m. Thursday
CET, 8 a.m. Thursday JKT

x-Thursday: New York at Milwaukee

San Diego vs. Atlanta

Tuesday: Atlanta at San Diego .

Wednesday: Atlanta (TBD) at San Diego
(Musgrove 6-5) i

x-Thursday: Atlanta at San Diego

DIVISION SERIES (Best-of-five)
American League
New York vs. Baltimore or Kansas City

Saturday: Baltimore-Kansas City winner
at New York (Cole 8-5)

Monday, Oct. 7: Baltimore-Kansas City
winner at New York

Wednesday, Oct. 9: New York at Balti-
more-Kansas City winner

x-Thursday, Oct. 10: New York at Balti-
more-Kansas City winner

x-Saturday, Oct. 12: Baltimore-Kansas
City winner at New Yor!

Cleveland vs. Houston or Detroit

Saturday: Houston-Detroit winner at
Cleveland

Monday, Oct. 7: Houston-Detroit winner
at Cleveland

Wednesday, Oct. 9: Cleveland at Hous-
ton-Detroit winner

x-Thursday, Oct. 10: Cleveland at Hous-
ton-Detroit winner

x-Saturday, Oct. 12: Houston-Detroit
winner at Cleveland

National League
Los Angeles vs. San Diego or Atlanta

Saturday: San Diego-Atlanta winner at
Los Angeles

Sunday: San Diego-Atlanta winner at
Los Angeles

Tuesday, Oct. 8: Los Angeles at San Die-
go-Atlanta winner

x-Wednesday, Oct.9: Los Angeles at San
Diego-Atlanta winner

x-Friday, Oct. 11: San Diego-Atlanta win-
ner at Los Angeles

Philadelphia vs. Milwaukee or New York

Saturday: Milwaukee-New York winn-
ner at Philadelphia

Sunday, Oct. 6: Milwaukee-New York
winnner at Philadelphia

Tuesday, Oct. 8: Philadelphia at Milwau-
kee-New York winnner

x-Wednesday, Oct. 9: Philadelphia at
Milwaukee-New York winnner

x-Friday, Oct. 11: Milwaukee-New York
winnner at Philadelphia

D-backs can only watch as NL title defense dreams vanish

By Davip BRANDT
Associated Press

PHOENIX — The Arizona Dia-
mondbacks arrived at Chase Field
on Monday afternoon for a light
workout and heavy anxiety.

After a full afternoon of score-
board watching, their fears were
confirmed. There will be no post-
season for the defending National
League champions.

The Atlanta Braves and New
York Mets split their doublehead-
er Monday in Atlanta, meaning
both those teams are headed to the
playoffs while the Diamondbacks
were the odd team out. All three
finished the regular season with
an 89-73 record, but the Mets and
Braves both owned tiebreakers
over Arizona because they won
the season series.

In the end, there was nothing to
do but watch the season slip away

DARRYL WEBB/AP

A year after making a surprise run to the World Series, Christian Walker
and the Arizona Diamondbacks will not be able to defend their pennant.

on TV. Diamondbacks ace Zac
Gallen was playing catch on the
field as the final out was recorded

before trudging off the field and to
the clubhouse.
“I was planning on playing to-

morrow,” Gallen said.

The Mets-Braves doubleheader
on Monday was scheduled one day
following the expected end of the
regular season after Hurricane
Helene washed out two of their
games in Atlanta last week.

It wasn’t an ideal situation for
anyone involved.

“It’s unfortunate, but you can’t
control the weather,” Gallen said.
“Who knew a hurricane was going
to happen? That’s moreso the big-
ger picture — people are losing
their lives and homes. For me to
get mad about a natural disaster
would be a little tone deaf.

“The more disappointing part is
that we — to a certain extent —
controlled our own destiny and we
didn’t come through. Didn’t exe-
cute.”

The D-backs needed either the
Mets or Braves to sweep the two

games Monday to make the post-
season, but there was little incen-
tive for the Mets to win the second
game of the doubleheader be-
cause they had already clinched
their spot in the playoffs by win-
ning the first game.

The Braves were much more
motivated since a win would
clinch their own spot in October.
Even after ace left-hander Chris
Sale was scratched from his
scheduled start because of back
spasms, they won 3-0.

Diamondbacks first baseman
Christian Walker said there was
nobody to blame but themselves.

“Frustration, but not at the
(Mets),” Walker said. “That’s how
any team would have navigated it.
... If we’re unhappy about it, that’s
a time to look inward and say we
could have done more and could
have played better.”
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JAsoN ALLEN/AP

From left, the Mets’ Francisco Lindor, Jose Iglesias, David Peterson and Brandon Nimmo celebrate in the
dugout Monday after taking the lead during the eighth inning of the first game against the Braves.

Mets, Braves advance
after doubleheader split

Arizona last team to be eliminated from playoff chase

By PAuL NEWBERRY
Associated Press

ATLANTA — A final day that
wasn’t on the schedule and won’t
soon be forgotten.

Animprobable comeback by the
New York Mets in the opening
game of a makeup doubleheader to
secure their playoff berth. A gritty
recovery by the Atlanta Braves in
the nightcap, stamping their post-
season ticket as well.

And all the Arizona Diamond-
backs could do was watch hope-
lessly from the desert, their hopes
snuffed out by two games on the
other side of the country.

“You’re just focused on getting
into the postseason,” said Braves
first baseman Matt Olson, soaked
in champagne as he celebrated a
3-0 win in the last game of the reg-
ular season. “Whatever it took. If
wehad toplay four gamestoday, we
would have done it.”

The regular season went to extra
innings after the Mets and Braves
had a pair of games rained out last
week by Hurricane Helene. They
controlled their own fates, with
each holding a tiebreaker edge
over the defending NL champion
Diamondbacks.

Arizona needed one team to
sweep, so they were pulling for the
Mets after they overcame deficits
of 3-0in the eighthinning and 7-6in
the ninth to win the opener 8-7, go-
ing ahead for good on Francisco
Lindor’s two-run homer.

“An instant classic game,” said
Brandon Nimmo, whose two-run

homer capped a six-run eighth.

The Braves, to their credit,
bounced back to get the win they
had to have. Even after ace Chris
Sale was scratched because of back
spasms, journeyman  Grant
Holmes stepped in to lead off a
three-hitter spread among six
pitchers.

At the end, in the perfect capper
to a wacky day, there were cham-
pagne-spraying celebrations in
both clubhouses at Truist Park.

Atlanta, New York and Arizona
all finished 89-73.

Holmes found out he was start-
ing about a half-hour before the
first pitch.

“Iwasabouttogogetsomefood,”
said the 28-year-old Holmes, who
finally made it to the big leagues
this year after a decade in the mi-
nors. “They came uptome andsaid,
‘Hey, you’re going to start this one
off today.” And I was like, ‘Oh, OK,
here we go.””

With their postseason berth
locked up, the Mets added left-han-
der Joey Lucchesi to the roster to
startthe second game. The 31-year-
old left-hander spent most of the
seasonat Triple-A Syracuse, giving
up fiverunsin4/;inningsinhislone
big league appearance before
Monday,

He looked like an ace against the
Braves, who might’ve still been a
bit shellshocked after the way they
lost the opener. Lucchesi (0-2) al-
lowed just three hits, including a
run-scoring single to Gio Urshela,
in a six-inning, 111-pitch outing.

But Marcell Ozuna gave the
Bravessomebreathingroomwitha
two-run single in the seventh.
Daysbel Hernandez (3-0) earned
the win and Raisel Iglesias finished
itoff for his 34th save in 37 chances.

The Braves also got a scoreless
inning from starter Reynaldo Lo6-
pez, who had pitched six innings
justtwo days earlier.

“I'm so proud of all those guys,”
Atlanta manager Brian Snitker
said. “It takes the whole building to
make something like this happen.”

The Mets were already in party
mode after Lindor’s 33rd homer.

Trailing 3-0, with just three sin-
gles through seven innings against
rookie Spencer Schwellenbach,
New York’s offense came to life in
the eighth.

The Mets surged ahead with
their six-run outburst. The Braves
stormed back with four runs in the
bottom half, as Ozzie Albies deli-
vered a bases-loaded double with
two outs for a 7-6 lead — giving him
five RBIs in the game after a two-
run homer in the third.

ButNew York delivered the final
blow with Lindor’s drive into the
Braves bullpen off Pierce Johnson
7-5).

“That was one of the craziest
gamesI'veeverbeenapartof,” said
Carlos Mendoza, the Mets rookie
manager. “Just the meaning of it.
Coming back in the game and then
losing the lead and then coming
back againinthe ninth. It wasunbe-
lievable, like you should write a
book.”

Atlanta ace Sale out
for Wild Card Series

By PauL NEWBERRY
Associated Press

ATLANTA — Atlanta Braves
ace Chris Sale, the favorite for the
National League Cy Young
Award, is out for the Wild Card
Series against the San Diego Pa-
dres because of back issues.

Sale was a last-minute scratch
Monday from the final game of
the regular season, the nightcap
of a makeup doubleheader
against the New York Mets.

Manager Brian Snitker said the
Braves will be without their top
starting pitcher when they face
the Padres in a best-of-three se-
ries that begins Tuesday. The
Braves will reassess Sale’s status
if they advance to the Division Se-
ries.

“He wants to step up,” Snitker
said. “We’re hoping that with
some more rest or whatever, we
can get him right and get to the
next round.”

Journeyman Grant Holmes
stepped in for Sale against the
Mets, throwing one-hit ball over
four innings as the Braves won 3-0
to clinch a wild-card berth. New
York also made the playoffs with a
thrilling 8-7 victory in the first
game of the twin bill, while the de-
fending NL champion Arizona
Diamondbacks were eliminated.

All three teams finished 89-73,
but the Braves and Mets held the
season-series tiebreakers over
the Diamondbacks.

Snitker said Sale (18-3, 2.38
ERA) has dealt with back issues
periodically all season, though the
issue became more problematic
after his most recent start, a five-
inning stint against Cincinnati on
Sept. 19 that was notable for a
drop in velocity.

“I think he felt it in Cincinnati,
but it’s something he’s had off and
on all year,” Snitker said. “He
knows how to deal with it.”

Sale was scheduled to start last
Wednesday against the Mets, but
the game was rained out. He kept

getting pushed back, with Snitker
insisting that he was simply trying
to save the left-hander for an
elimination game.

General manager Alex Antho-
poulos insisted the latest round of
back spasms only cropped up af-
ter a throwing session on Sunday.

“He’s been throwing all week
just to keep his arm going,” An-
thopoulos said. “He went out to
the cages to throw. He came in af-
ter and told us his back was tight.
We talked to him about it and he
told us he’s pitched with worse.”

Anthopoulos said it was decid-
ed before the start of the double-
header that Sale would not be able
to go.

“The more we talked about it,
this was the right thing,” Antho-
poulos said. “This is not an (in-
jured list) thing. This is a day-to-
day thing. If we could have him
pitch and it was safe, we would do
that. Regardless, we’re going to
need him where we want to go.
We’re going to need him going
forward.”

Snitker made the injury sound
more serious after the double-
header, conceding that Sale will
not be available until the second
round at the earliest.

It was a discouraging setback
for Sale, who had battled injuries
since 2018 but made it to the clos-
ing days of his first season with
the Braves without any major is-
sues.

Now the team is left pondering
its options, which include bring-
ing up a pitcher from the Triple-A
roster to take Sale’s spot against
the Padres.

Top prospects Hurston Wal-
drep and AJ Smith-Shawver have
continued throwing since the end
of the minor league season. So has
Ian Anderson, who has struggled
with injuries since going 4-0 with
a1.26 ERA over eight starts in the
2020 and ’21 postseasons.

“They’re all going to be op-
tions,” Snitker said.

Bruce KLuckHOHN/AP

The Atlanta Braves will be without ace Chris Sale for their Wild Card
Series against the San Diego Padres after Sale suffered back spasms.
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Playoff field complete

) Mets, Braves split doubleheader,
’ snag final two spots » MLB, Page 23

PETE ROSE: 1941-2024

RusTy KENNEDY/AP

Known for his head-first slides, Pete Rose holds the major league record for hits (4,256), games played (3,562) and the National League record for the longest hitting streak (44).

Baseball’s hits leader dead at 83

‘Charlie Hustle’ never made it into Hall of Fame after lifetime ban for betting on MLB games

By HiLLEL ITALIE
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Pete Rose, base-
ball’s career hits leader and fallen
idol who undermined his historic
achievements and Hall of Fame
dreams by gambling on the game
he loved and once embodied, has
died. He was 83.

Stephanie Wheatley, a spokes-
person for Clark County in Nevada,
confirmed on behalf of the medical
examiner that Rose died Monday.
Wheatley said his cause and man-
ner of death had not yet been deter-
mined.

For fans who came of age in the
1960s and ’70s, no player was more
exciting than the Cincinnati Reds’

No. 14, “Charlie Hustle,” the brash
superstar with shaggy hair and
muscular forearms. At the dawn of
artificial surfaces, divisional play
and free agency, Rose was old
school, a conscious throwback to
baseball’s early days. Millions
could never forget him crouched
and scowling at the plate, running
full speed to first even after draw-
ing a walk, or sprinting for the next
base and diving headfirst into the
bag.

Major League Baseball, which
banished him in 1989, issued a brief
statement expressing condolences
and noting his “greatness, grit and
determination on the field of play.”
Reds principal owner and manag-

“You made
all of us
better. No
matter the
life we led.
No one can
replace
you.”

Johnny Bench
Reds teammate

ing partner Bob Castellini said in a
statement that Rose was “one of the
fiercest competitors the game has
ever seen” and added: “We must
never forget what he accom-
plished.”

A17-time All-Star, the switch-hit-
ting Rose played on three World Se-
ries winners. He was the National
League MVP in 1973 and World Se-
ries MVP two years later. He holds
the major league record for games
played (3,562) and plate appear-
ances (15,890).

He was the leadoff man for one of
baseball’s most formidable lineups
with the Reds’ championship teams
of 1975 and 1976, with teammates
that included Hall of Famers John-

ny Bench, Tony Perez and Joe Mor-
gan. But no milestone approached
his 4,256 hits, breaking his hero Ty
Cobb’s 4,191 and signifying his ex-
cellence no matter the notoriety
which followed. It was a total so ex-
traordinary that you could average
200 hits for 20 years and still come
up short.

Rose’s secret was consistency,
and longevity. Over 24 seasons, all
but six played entirely with the
Reds, Rose had 200 hits or more 10
times, and more than 180 four other
times.

He batted .303 overall, even
while switching from second base

SEE LEADER ON PAGE 20
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