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Trump may
bring end to
unit’s days
in Bavaria

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany —
President-elect Donald Trump’s
imminent return to the Oval Office
is reviving concerns about a Vil-
seck-based Army brigade’s future
in Germany.

The 2nd Cavalry Regiment was
among the 12,000 troops designat-
ed for withdrawal under an elev-
enth-hour plan from Trump’s first
administration that President Joe
Biden scrapped before it could be
enacted.

Army leaders have called the
regiment the “go-to brigade for
quick response” within U.S. Euro-
pean Command, and its role on the
Continent has been magnified by
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Uk-
raine. The regiment also leads NA-
TO’s multinational battle group in
Poland.

Trump hasn’t said anything
publicly about moving troops out
of Germany since winning the No-
vember election. However, he has
called on allies to spend a lot more
on defense.

In a Dec. 8 interview with NBC
News, Trump said the U.S. would
“absolutely” remain in NATO ifits
members “pay their bills.” During
his first term, Trump hounded al-
lies that fell well short of a defense
spending benchmark of 2% of
gross domestic product, which
was to be reached by 2024.

Twenty-three of the alliance’s
32 members now meet that goal,
including Germany. But recently
appointed NATO Secretary-Gen-
eral Mark Rutte has acknowl-
edged thatthe 2%levelisnolonger
enough.

And Vice President-elect JD
Vance in November singled out
Germany forneeding tocontribute

SEE BAVARIA ON PAGE 4

GeoRGE WALKER IV/AP

Matthias Hauswirth of New Orleans prays near where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans’ Canal and Bourbon streets Wednesday.

ISIS ties seen in New Orleans

Driver who killed 14 people during
New Year’'s was US Army veteran

By Eric TUCKER,
JiM MUSTIAN,
KeviN McGILL
AND JACK BROOK
Associated Press
NEW ORLEANS—TheU.S. Ar-
my veteran who drove a pickup
truck into a crowd of New Year’s
revelers acted alone, the FBI said
Thursday, reversing its position
from a day earlier that he likely
worked with othersin carrying out
the deadly attack, which officials
say was an act of terrorism in-

M Man who died
in Cybertruck blast

was a Green Beret
Page 10

spired by the Islamic State.

The FBI also revealed that the
driver, Shamsud-Din Jabbar, a
U.S. citizen from Texas, posted
five videos on his Facebook ac-

SEE ISIS ON PAGE 9

GERALD HERBERT/AP

A black flag with white lettering lies on the ground rolled up behind a
pickup truck that a man drove into a crowd on Bourbon Street.
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Change in price price is from Dec. 27. Britain (Pound) 1.2399
Canada (Dollar) 1.4431
China (Yuan) 7.2995
PACIFIC GAS PRICES
Egypt (Pound) 50.7679
leaded . . Euro 0.9705
Country Super E10 Super unlea Super plus Diesel Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.7765
Japan $3.959 $3.549 South K(?rea ) $3.089 $3.989 $3.589 Hungary (Forint) 401.53
. . Changeinprice  -2.0 cents -1.0cents +3.0cents Israel (Shekel) 3.6493
Change in price -1.0 cents +2.0 cents Japan (Yen) 157.06
K X L . N
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. D[eseIEFD Midgrade Singapore (Dollar) 1.3660
Pacific prices for the week of Jan. 3-9 South Korea (Won) 1470.59

WEATHER OUTLOOK

Switzerland (Franc) 0.9095
Thailand (Baht) 34.29
Turkey (NewLira) 35.3089

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates areinterbankrates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 7.50
Interest Rates Discount rate 4.50
Federal funds market rate 4.33
3-month bill 4.34
30-year bond 4.79
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New special trial counsels take over cases

BY GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes

Military commanders will lose
their authority to overturn court-
martial findings in the most seri-
ous sexual harassment cases as of
Jan. 1, the Pentagon said Tuesday.

Under a plan approved by Con-
gress, certain sexual harassment
cases under the Uniform Code of
Military Justice — the military’s
set of laws — will be investigated
and prosecuted by the new Offices
of Special Trial Counsel in each
service branch.

The Defense Department issued
a statement Tuesday confirming
the special trial counsels of the Ar-
my, Air Force, Navy and the Ma-
rine Corps will take over Article
134 sexual harassment cases.

Article 134 is the military’s “gen-
eral article” covering “all disor-
ders and neglects to the prejudice
of good order and discipline in the

armed forces, all conduct of a na-
ture to bring discredit upon the
armed forces, and crimes and of-
fenses not capital, of which per-
sons subject to this chapter may be
guilty, shall be taken cognizance of
by a general, special, or summary
court-martial,” according to the
U.S. Manual of Courts-Martial.

Article 134 has several subsec-
tions dealing with specific viola-
tions, including disloyal state-
ments, fraternization, underage
drinking, abusing animals, adul-
tery and gambling with subordi-
nates.

Sexual harassment violations
under Article 134 are defined as
knowingly making sexual advanc-
es, demands or requests for sexual
favors. The advances must also
have been unwelcomed, and a rea-
sonable person would believe sub-
mission or rejection to the advanc-
es would have an effect on the tar-

geted person’s job, pay, career,
benefits or entitlements. It is also
defined as severe, repetitive or
pervasive, creating a hostile envi-
ronment and being to the preju-
dice of good order and discipline,
and a discredit on the armed forc-
es.

The maximum penalty for each
count of sexual harassment is a
dishonorable discharge for enlist-
ed personnel or dismissal from
service for officers, total forfeiture
of pay and allowances, and con-
finement for up to two years.

Congress has acted to remove
commanders from exercising dis-
cretionary authority on prosecu-
tion and punishment for 14 “cov-
ered offenses” of the UCMJ, in-
cluding nearly all sex crimes, kid-
napping, manslaughter  and
murder.

Some lawmakers said they
pushed for reforms after receiving

several reports of “command in-
fluence” in which charges were
not brought against senior officers
or findings were overturned fol-
lowing courts-martial.

The special trial counsels were
established in late December 2023
and began taking cases immedi-
ately.

In past cases, officers were
sometimes allowed to accept re-
tirement, with a reduction in rank,
with an honorable discharge in
lieu of dismissal, the military’s
equivalent of a dishonorable dis-
charge for officers.

Lawmakers who supported re-
moving commanders from the de-
cision-making process said they
hoped it would create a more pro-
fessional prosecution and punish-
ment of offenders.

The addition of sexual harass-
ment cases to the slate of crimes
handled by special trial counsels

was delayed until 2025 to allow the
new offices more time to develop
reporting methods and standards.

Before Jan. 1, decisions to
charge service members with sex-
ual harassment under Article 134
were made by unit commanders.
The commanders also reviewed
the outcome of cases that went to
court-martial and had the unilater-
al power to vacate sentences or
overturn verdicts with which they
disagreed.

The new rules mean appeals of
courts-martial handled by the spe-
cial trial counsels can only be re-
viewed and altered by the secre-
taries of the service branches.

Conviction for sexual harass-
ment under Article 134 is consi-
dered a felony, which could limit
the guilty person’s ability to get a
job, vote, and buy firearms, among
other civilian penalties, once the
person has left military service.

Army is testing drone
that gives big-picture
view of the battlefield

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

The Army has a surveillance
drone prototype that when fielded
will give brigade commanders a
clearer picture of the battlefield
terrain where soldiers are maneu-
vering, the service said this month.

The unmanned aircraft was de-
livered to the Army after two years
of development and testing. A
training phase is expected to be
completed by the end of January.

The Army then will evaluate
production proposals for its Fu-
ture Tactical Uncrewed Aircraft
Systems, with awards anticipated
by the end of 2025, the service said
in a Dec. 20 statement.

The program “will provide bri-
gade combat teams with an orga-
nic capability for reconnaissance
and surveillance operations, en-
abling them to collect, develop,

and report actionable intelli-
gence,” the Army statement said.

The system could be fielded as
soon as 2026.

Incorporating an array of
dronesinto combat formations has
been a focal point for the Army in
recent years as it looks for ways to
give its ground forces an advan-
tage on modern battlefields.

While sophisticated drones
have been part of the U.S. mili-
tary’s arsenal for decades, the
Russia-Ukraine war has highlight-
ed how relatively simple un-
manned systems can be put to ef-
fective use by junior soldiers in
small units.

At Army training centers, sol-
diers have been busy working with
both hand-held drones and more
advanced systems.

For example, U.S. troops train-
ing in Romania in November were

—
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The Army has taken delivery of the Textron Systems MK 4.8 HQ Aerosonde drone prototype.

the first to try out a pair of drone
systems designed for infantry and
scout platoons on dismounted pa-
trols. Those drones give ground
troops a better view of the immedi-
ate area.

The prototype delivered to the
Army in December is focused on

the bigger picture, enabling com-
manders to “maintain dominance
during multi-domain operations,”
the Army said.

The system is known as the MK
4.8 HQ Aerosonde and was devel-
oped by Textron Systems. It has a
variety of features sought by the

Army, including vertical take-off
and landing capabilities.

The Textron Systems prototype
is competing with a similar model
developed by Griffon Aerospace,
with the Army set to make a final
decision on which model it wants
in 202S.

Air Force expands retention bonuses for 89 high demand career fields

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Air
Force expanded retention bonus-
es this month for 89 career fields
in high demand from cyber sys-
tems operations to bomb techni-
cians.

Though the list was not made
readily available by the service, it
appeared on a Facebook group last
week called “Air Force amn/nco/
snco.”

“The list is authentic and accu-
rate and was effective Dec.16. We

use the selective retention bonus
to help retain talent that is in high
demand,” Air Force spokeswo-
man Rose Riley said in a state-
ment.

The military celebrated meet-
ing recruiting goals in 2024 but at-
tracting young Americans has
been a long-running issue for the
services. The Army, Navy and Air
Force made changes after not
meeting recruiting goals in 2023.
Each military service employed
various types of strategies, pro-
grams and enticements to over-

come recruiting woes in recent
years that were exacerbated by
several issues including in-person
recruiting restrictions during the
coronavirus pandemic, a low un-
employment rate and stiff compe-
tition from the private sector.

The Air Force fell short of its
recruitment goals by 10% in 2023.
Relaxed tattoo rules and in-
creased bonuses are among the
methods used to help the Air Force
reach its recruiting mission goals
in 2024, service officials have said.

The service also recently ex-

panded medical waivers to cover
asthma, food allergies and hearing
loss in a bid to bring more recruits
into the fold.

The memo detailing the career
fields states the funds can range
from $180,000 to $360,000 during
an airman’s career. The selective
retention bonuses are used to keep
highly skilled airmen in job fields
that might have low staffing, low
reenlistment or high exit rates.

Some of the various roles in-
clude working dog handlers, bomb
technicians, flight attendants, pa-

ralegals and airborne cryptologic
language analysts.

Though the list has 89 jobs,
some older jobs might not be in-
cluded. For any careers that might
have been removed from the list,
airmen have until Feb. 15 to get an-
other contract “before it is re-
duced [or] terminated” by Feb. 16,
according to the document.

The Air Force’s budget for fiscal
2025 is $188.1 billion, with $1.1 bil-
lion slated for bonuses and reten-
tion programs for 118,000 posi-
tions.



Pace 4

3RS RE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Friday, January 3, 2025

EUROPE

3 charged in Germany in pro-Russian plot
r

By MATTHEW BURKE
Stars and Stripes

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany
— Three men have been charged
with spying on U.S. military bases
for Russia and plotting attacks on
American personnel in retaliation
for Western support of Ukraine,
German prosecutors said.

The men, identified only as dual
German-Russian nationals Dieter
S., Alexander J. and Alex D., were
charged Dec. 9 in the Munich
Higher Regional Court with suspi-
cion of working for a foreign intel-
ligence agency, according to a
statement Monday from the Ger-
man federal prosecutor’s office.

Dieter S., who prosecutors say
was the plot’s ringleader, was also
charged with acting as a sabotage
agent, conspiracy to cause an ex-
plosion and arson, declaring his
willingness to interfere with rail
traffic and endangering security
by taking pictures of military in-
stallations.

The case first made headlines in
April after Dieter S. and Alexan-

U.S. Army

U.S. M1A1 Abrams tanks arrive at Grafenwoehr, Germany, in 2023 to
be used to train Ukrainian soldiers. Three German-Russian dual
nationals were charged this month with spying on the U.S. Army
training area in Grafenwoehr for the Kremlin.

der J. were arrested in Bayreuth,
about 20 miles northwest of Tower
Barracks in Grafenwoehr, the
prosecutor’s office said at the

time. Police raided the men’s
homes and workplaces.

The pair surveilled U.S. mili-
tary facilities, including the Army

training area in Grafenwoehr,
with the intention of disrupting
NATO logistical support to Uk-
raine in its ongoing war with Rus-
sia, German news magazine Der
Spiegel reported in April. Ukrai-
nian forces receive combined-
arms and weapons training there.

German law enforcement offi-
cials typically withhold the full
identity of suspects due to the
country’s strict privacy laws.

Dieter S. became acquainted
with a Russian intelligence agent
while battling Ukrainian forces
starting in 2014 as amember of the
self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s
Republic, the prosecutor’s office
statement said.

Donetsk is a province in eastern
Ukraine that has been the scene of
heavy fighting since the 2014 Rus-
sian invasion, which served as a
precursor to the ongoing full-scale
war that the Kremlin launched in
February 2022.

Dieter S. was charged Oct. 18
with suspicion of membership in a
foreign terrorist organization, the

Donetsk People’s Republic, the
statement said.

The group is reported to have
used violence against civilians
and was often involved in “inten-
sive confrontations,” according to
German authorities.

In October 2023, Dieter S. be-
gan exchanging information with
the agent about possible sabotage
in Germany and scouted potential
targets, prosecutors allege.

He passed on images of military
transports and goods to his Rus-
sian handler, said he was willing to
carry out bomb and arson attacks
against military and industrial
sites, and promised to attack rail-
way lines used to move military
equipment, authorities said.

Alexander J. and Alex D. began
helping in March, the statement
said. Prosecutors did not specify
what that help entailed. Of the
three, Alex D. is the only one who
remains at large.

Stars and Stripes reporter Marcus Kloeckner
contributed to this report.

Bavaria: Residents fear
loss of US troops in region

FROM PAGE 1
more to military matters.

The question with no immediate
answer is whether Trump would
revive his first-term plan to move
U.S. troops if Germany, which is
constitutionally prevented from
most deficit spending, doesn’t pay
more for defense.

The uncertainty has been a
source of anxiety for residents who
live around the U.S. Army’s spraw-
ling training ranges in northern
Bavaria, said Nils Gruender, a fed-
eral lawmaker representing Am-
bergand amemberofthe pro-busi-
ness Free Democratic Party.

A pullout of the 2nd Cavalry
Regiment would be a “catastrophe
for the entire region,” Gruender
said in a statement.

The bases in Bavaria are sur-
rounded primarily by small towns
and forests. The American troops
here represent a major economic
force, Vilseck Mayor Hans-Martin
Schertl said, noting that the sol-
diers based at the Grafenwoehr
Training Area pump $739 million
into the economy annually.

While there are groups with pro-
Russian views and small leftist po-
litical parties that shun most de-
fense spending, more domestic in-
vestment in the military is popular
among many in the area, whether
out of self-interest or conviction in
the aftermath of Russia’s 2022 in-
vasion of Ukraine.

Harald Rippl, a businessman in
neighboring Weiden who rents
homes and apartments to Ameri-
can military personnel, said Ger-

many should contribute its fair
share.

The possibility that Trump
might reintroduce a withdrawal
plan during his second termis wor-
risome in Vilseck and surrounding
towns, he said.

“If you go to restaurants, if you
see (Americans) at the Christmas
markets,ifyouhave Americanten-
ants ... (the impact of losing them)
will be huge,” Rippl said.

Vilseck hosts Rose Barracks, the
regiment’s home, which is con-
nected by a series of secure roads
to Tower Barracks and the
grounds at Grafenwoehr, the Ar-
my’s largest and most advanced
permanent training area in Eu-
rope.

In recent years, the U.S. has
ramped up operations in Poland,
which Trump praised during his
first term for its willingness to
spend on the military. Poland is ex-
pected to lead NATO at 4.7% of
GDP spending on defense in 2025,
according to budget projections
released in October.

However, the U.S. would be
hard-pressed to quickly replicate
the facilities and infrastructure it
already has in Bavaria, whether in
Poland or in other central and
Eastern European countries.

Another possibility is having
fewer U.S. troops in Europe alto-
gether. Some analysts nominated
forkeyrolesinthe Trumpadminis-
trationhave argued that America’s
concerns on the Continent are de-
tracting from the higher priority of
deterring China.

Markus RAUCHENBERGER/U.S. Army

Army Capt. Raza Muhammad, assigned to Field Artillery Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regiment, pulls the
lanyard to fire a M777 howitzer during a live fire exercise at the 7th Army Training Command’s
Grafenwoehr Training Area in Germany in October.

Jakub Janda, director of the Eu-
ropean Values Center for Security
Policy in Prague, said that al-
though reducing the American
military presence in Europe
wouldn’t kill NATO’s deterrence
capabilities, they would be signifi-
cantly diminished.

“It would be a very bad signal if
we want to negotiate with Russia
from a position of strength,” Janda
said. “Withdrawing U.S. troops
from Europe in any way would be
obviously not very smart during
this situation.”

Russian President Vladimir Pu-

tinwouldlikely see awithdrawal as
alack of commitment to European
security and try to exploit the
move, like when he annexed Cri-
meain 2014, Janda said.

Such a move also could harm
American bargaining power dur-
ing negotiations toend the Ukraine
war, he added.

American personnel number
about 33,000 in Germany and
90,000in Europe, EUCOM spokes-
man Charles Prichard said in No-
vember.

Those figures have fluctuated in
recent years as U.S.-based units

rotate through the country. But
moving permanently based ser-
vice members in Germany else-
where — whether within Europe,
to the U.S. or another continent —
would send a far stronger signal to
allies and adversaries alike.

“It’s pretty much agame of num-
bers,” Janda said. “How many and
what kind of troops would various
allies and the U.S. have ready in
close proximity of a potential con-
flict?”

Stars and Stripes reporter Marcus Kloeckner
contributed to this report.
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Carl Vinson makes year-end stop in Malaysia

By BriaN McELHINEY
Stars and Stripes

The USS Carl Vinson pulled into
Port Klang over the weekend,
marking a Navy aircraft carrier’s
second visit to Malaysia in as
many months after a 12-year

pause, according to the Navy.
The carrier and its strike group,
which includes the guided-missile
cruiser USS Princeton and guid-
ed-missile destroyers USS Sterett
and USS William P. Lawrence, ar-
rived at the port near Malaysia’s
capital, Kuala Lumpur, just after

sunrise Sunday, according to aNa-
vy news release that day.

A spokeswoman for the carrier
declined Tuesday to say how long
the Carl Vinson would remain in
port, but it may welcome the new
year there.

Navy port calls vary in length,
but a four-day stay by an aircraft
carrier is common.

The USS Abraham Lincoln
made a four-day port call Nov. 23
at Port Klang, the first U.S. carrier
to stop there since 2012. The same
carrier also stayed four days at

Guam in August.

During their stay, sailors with
the Carl Vinson strike group will
volunteer with animal shelters
and the Pure Life Society, a home
for orphans and underprivileged
children, carrier spokeswoman
Lt. Cmdr. Devin Arneson told
Stars and Stripes by email Tues-
day. A carrier strike group may in-
clude approximately 7,500 sailors
and Marines.

The two carrier visits to Malay-
sia this year mark the 10th anni-
versary of a comprehensive part-

nership with the U.S. that began in
April 2014, according to the re-
lease.

The Carl Vinson’s visit is meant
to “reinforce the importance” of
that partnership, Arneson said.

The Abraham Lincoln was the
first U.S. carrier to visit Malaysia
since the arrest of Leonard Glenn
Francis —also known as “Fat Leo-
nard” — who orchestrated a dec-
ade-long scheme to bribe U.S. Na-
vy officials.

The Department of Justice said
Francis swindled the Navy out of

more than $30 million. Port Klang
was among Francis’ “pearl ports,”
named for their profitability in the
scheme.

Francis, the former head of
Glenn Defense Marine Asia,
pleaded guilty in 201S to bribery,
conspiracy to commit bribery and
conspiracy to defraud the United
States. He was sentenced in No-
vember to 15 years in prison for
paying off more than 30 Navy offi-
cials with cash, prostitutes and
luxury travel to secure lucrative
contracts.

Navy corpsman who treated
Pearl Harbor victims dies at 103

By WyarT OLsoN
Stars and Stripes

Harry Chandler, a Navy corps-
man who witnessed the Pearl Har-
bor attack in 1941 from a hillside
hospital before rushing to take
part in a watery rescue mission,
died Monday in Palm Beach
County, Fla. He was 103.

Chandler’s death leaves only 14
veterans of the attack known to be
alive, according to a tally main-
tained by Kathleen Farley, presi-
dent of the California chapter of
Sons and Daughters of Pearl Har-
bor Survivors.

His death comes less than a
week after that of Warren “Red”
Upton, who died on Christmas in
California at age 10S.

“Itis with profound sadness that
we announce Harry Chandler, af-
ter a swift downturn over the past
several days, passed peacefully at
5:08 pm ET,” Chandler’s family
said in a statement published
Monday by WPTV-5 in West Palm
Beach. “We are gutted by this loss
of our Pappy but comforted by the
fact few have lived on Earth as ful-
ly and long as he did and now he is
with many who passed before
him.”

From the time Chandler was a
child, raised in Massachusetts in
part during the hardscrabble
years of the Great Depression, he
wanted to be a sailor.

For years, he
| begged his par-
ents for a sailor
suit, and they
eventually gave
' in.

8 “It was a bit
ﬁ'l l ;00 small, but it

elt so good, so
Chandler good,” Chandler
said during a video interview in
Hawaii with Pacific Historic
Parks on Dec. 8, 2023, a day after
he attended the 82nd commemo-
ration of the Japanese surprise at-
tack at the Pearl Harbor National
Memorial.

“I don’t know why, but I was al-
ways sort of interested in the Na-
vy,” he said. “There was just
something about the Navy. I didn’t
know too much about it, but I
wanted to be a sailor in the Navy.”

Chandler skipped graduating
from high school and instead
joined the Navy during his senior
year.

OnDec.7,1941, he learned more

than any book could teach.

“I grew up very quickly, very
quickly, that one day,” Chandler
said. “Ithought I was a big shot be-
inginthe Navy, butI wasn’t aman.
I was still a kid. That day turned
me into a man.”

Chandler arrived in Hawaii in
September 1941 and was assigned
to Mobile Hospital No. 2, a com-
plex of metal huts perched on the
hillside of Aiea Heights overlook-
ing Pearl Harbor.

On the morning of Dec. 7, he
was preparing to raise the hospi-
tal’s flag when he heard the roar of
airplanes, he recalled in the inter-
view.

He assumed they were Ameri-
can planes arriving from the
mainland.

“I saw them swooping,” he said.
“I thought they must be practic-
ing. Then I saw the bombs drop-
ping.”

Within minutes, Chandler said
he saw the fiery explosion of the
USS Arizona as it was hit by bom-
ber torpedoes.

“It was scary, but they put us in
trucks to take us down to the har-
bor to do what we could do to help
those poor guys,” he said.

PaciFic HisToric PARks

Harry Chandler talks about his experiences during the Dec. 7, 1941,
attack on Pearl Harbor in Hawaii on Dec. 8, 2023.

They pulled the wounded from
the water and transferred them to
hospital beds.

The sight of so many corpses
and so many men in agony pro-
foundly affected the young hospi-
tal corpsman, and thoughts of it 82
years later brought Chandler to

tears numerous times during the
interview.

“The funny part of it was, you
got so busy you weren’t scared at
all. It was after that it got scary:
Holy smokes — only it wasn’t ‘holy
smokes’ we said — I could have
been Kkilled.”

Okinawa motorcyclist dies after collision with Marine’s car

BRriAN McELHINEY/Stars and Stripes

A Subaru sedan and a motorcycle involved in a fatal collision
Wednesday at the Urasoe Police Station, Okinawa, on Thursday.

By BriaN McELHINEY
AND KEeisu1 Kosa
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A
Japanese motorcyclist was killed
early New Year’s Day in a two-
vehicle collision involving a U.S.
Marine, according to Japanese po-
lice.

The 22-year-old Marine from
Camp Foster was northbound on
Route 58 in a sedan when he col-
lided with a motorcycle at 5:21
a.m. Wednesday in the Gusukuma
district of Urasoe city, an Okinawa
Prefectural Police spokesman
said. He declined to identify the
Marine, who was not arrested.

The motorcyclist, Koji Moriya-

ma, 56, of Urasoe, was declared
dead at 6:16 a.m. at a hospital in
southern Okinawa, the spokes-
man said.

The Marine was not under the
influence of alcohol at the time, a
spokesman at the Urasoe Police
Station said Thursday.

The Marine was not injured in
the collision and cooperated with
police at the scene, according to an
email Thursday from Wes Hayes,
a spokesman for Marine Corps In-
stallations Pacific.

Personnel from the base Pro-
vost Marshal’s Office also respon-
ded to the scene and are working
cooperatively with prefectural po-
lice on the investigation, he said.

“Marine Corps Installations Pa-
cific expresses their deep condo-
lences to the family of the individ-
ual who lost their life in this tragic
accident,” Hayes said.

The collision occurred just after
Moriyama shifted from the third
to the second lane of the four-lane
highway, the prefectural police
spokesman said.

A passerby reported the inci-
dent minutes later, saying that
Moriyama was “bleeding from his
head,” the spokesman said.

The incident is under investiga-
tion, the spokesman said.

Some Japanese government of-
ficials may speak to the media on-
ly on condition of anonymity.
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Marines to uni

fy senior

NCO leadership courses

By Lypia GORDON
Stars and Stripes

Marine Corps staff sergeants
and gunnery sergeants will begin
attending the same leadership
school for promotion to the next
rank under a pilot program that
will merge their respective
schools.

The creation of a single pro-
gram to teach leadership skKills,
tactics classes and other aspects of
their rolesis intended to lessen the
time those Marines spend away
from their units.

The program consolidating the
Career and Advanced schools will
begin in the spring, a Marine
Corps administrative message
said.

While the change is being re-
ferred to as a pilot program, it ap-

pears likely to become perma-
nent. The administrative message
issued last month stated that the
existing format offering separate
resident schools will sunset in
February 2025, while distance
learning programs will be availa-
ble until June 202S.

The new senior noncommis-
sioned officer leadership school
will be offered in two formats, on-
line and in person. The online ver-
sion will last 15 weeks, and prere-
quisites will be updated.

The distance course will be run
through the Fort Worth, Texas, re-
gion beginning in March 2025 and
be offered to Marines who can’t at-
tend in person.

The course sites are at Marine
Corps Base Quantico, Va.; Camp
Lejeune, N.C.; Camp Pendleton,

Calif.; and Camp Smedley D. But-
ler on Okinawa. For the resident
version, instruction will begin in
April and is shortened to seven
weeks.

Staff sergeants and gunnery
sergeants who have already com-
pleted current requirements are
exempt from attending the new
program, according to the state-
ment.

A third option is a two-week for-
mat available for Marines of those
two ranks who are individual
ready reservists or get mobilized
as individual augmentees.

“Through the (school), our
SNCOs are equipped with the
tools to not only lead more effec-
tively but to mentor and guide
their Marines through the com-
plexities of today’s operational en-

HOW
MAINTAIN CO"

Provin B

RyaN PuLLiaw/U.S. Marine Corps

Marines at Recruiting Station Houston graduate from their Advanced
School Seminar in June. A new senior noncommissioned leadership
school pilot program will merge career and advanced schools for staff
sergeants and gunnery sergeants, streamlining their training time,

according to the service.

vironment,” Sgt. Maj. Stephen
Griffin of the Training and Educa-
tion Command said in the Dec. 23
statement.

The change was intended to bal-
ance the needs for education and

occupational training, Griffin
said.

Timelines for classes beginning
in the 2026 academic year starting
in July have not yet been an-

nounced.

Pre-enrollment opens

By WyatT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii —
The University of Hawaii an-
nounced Monday it had begun
pre-enrollment in its Red Hill
Registry, which is intended to
provide support and resources for
those impacted by the Navy’s 2021
jet fuel spill on Oahu.

Those wishing to pre-enroll will
be asked to provide contact infor-
mation, activities as related to the
fuel spill, current location and
main concerns they wish the reg-
istry to address, the university
said in a news release Monday.

Enrollment is open to anyone
affected by the spill regardless of
a connection with the military.

A form to pre-enroll is at
www.RedHillRegistry.org. Full
enrollment is expected to begin
this summer.

The registry, operated by the
university’s Office of Strategic
Health Initiatives project, is being
funded by a five-year, $27.2-mil-
lion federal grant from the Na-
tional Center for Disaster Medi-
cine and Public Health at the Uni-
formed Services University of the

Mar'QueoN A.D. TRAMBLE/U.S. Navy

A Navy contractor tests a water sample as part of real-time monitoring
at the Navy’s Red Hill well in Aiea, Hawaii, in 2022.

Health Sciences.

The registry will also track and
study the health status of partici-
pants over time in order gain
greater understanding of long-
term effects from jet-fuel expo-
sure.

A spill in November 2021 from
the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage
Facility, located a few miles from

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam,
contaminated one of three wells
used by the Navy for its water dis-
tribution system for military com-
munities on and near the joint
base.

Thousands of residents were
temporarily relocated during the
following months as the Navy
sealed off the system from the

contamination and flushed the
pipes.

Many residents, however, con-
sumed and bathed in the tainted
water in the wake of the contam-
ination. Some complained of rash-
es, headaches, nausea, dizziness
and vomiting.

Hundreds have joined a lawsuit
in federal court seeking compen-
sation. The trial for the first 17
“bellwether” plaintiffs in the civil
suit Feindt vs. United States took
place in May in Hawaii. U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Leslie Ko-
bayashi has not yet issued a deci-
sion.

That case, however, under-
scored the need for better under-
standing of the long-term effects
of human exposure to jet fuel.

During pretrial motions, Ko-
bayashi disallowed expert testi-
mony about long-term illnesses
caused by jet-fuel, saying that on-
ly animal studies had been con-
ducted.

“Animal studies, standing
alone, do not demonstrate that a
specific Plaintiff’s exposure to jet
fuel caused that specific Plain-
tiff’s injuries,” Kobayashi wrote

for Red Hill water-crisis registry

in an April 9 order.

Human studies on the effects of
jet-fuel exposure are feasible and
necessary, according to a report
prepared by the University of Ha-
walii earlier this year under a re-
quirement by the National De-
fense Authorization Act for fiscal
2024.

“Exposure to jet fuel through
the drinking water to the general
population is unprecedented and
little is known about the potential
health effects, particularly in vul-
nerable populations such as chil-
dren and pregnant women,” the
report states. It was presented
Sept. 23 to the Committees on
Armed Services of the House and
Senate.

Existing studies are too few and
too limited in scope to generalize
findings, the report states.

“Given the infrastructure that
is in development by the Registry,
numerous epidemiological stud-
ies, including those that are broad
in scope or very specific, are in-
deed feasible following a ques-
tionnaire-based or modeling-
based exposure assessment,” the
report states.

US forces strike Houthi weapons and command hubs in Yemen

By LAURA KoOTE
Stars and Stripes
American forces in the Middle
East struck multiple Houthi tar-
gets in Yemen’s capital city of
Sanaa and along its coast this
week, U.S. Central Command
said Tuesday.
The strikes, conducted Mon-
day and Tuesday by U.S. Navy

ships and aircraft, targeted a
command hub and weapons pro-
duction facility as well as a bun-
ker housing missiles and drones,
CENTCOM said in a statement
on X.com.

Navy and Air Force aircraft al-
so destroyed a coastal radar site,
seven cruise missiles and one-
way attack drones over the Red

Sea, according to the statement.

The strikes mark the third and
fourth actions U.S. forces have
taken against the Houthis in the
last month.

There were no injuries or
damage to U.S. personnel or
equipment during the strikes,
which are part of the ongoing
efforts to degrade the Iran-

backed rebel group as it attacks
Israel and continues to target
commercial and military ships.

Houthi leaders have made
multiple recent claims, without
evidence, of successful attacks
against U.S. targets. On Tuesday,
the group said it had targeted the
aircraft carrier USS Harry S.
Truman.

Earlier this month, a U.S. Na-
vy jet was shot down over the
Red Sea in an apparent “friendly
fire” accident by the guided-mis-
sile cruiser USS Gettysburg,
which is part of the Truman Car-
rier Strike Group. The two flight
officers were able to eject safely
and an investigation into the
strike is ongoing.
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Court: Military’s 9/11 plea deals can proceed

US seeks continuance after rebuke of Austin’s action

By DAN LAMOTHE
The Washington Post

The U.S. government’s contro-
versial plea deals with three men
accused of orchestrating the 9/11
terroristattacks may proceed, a De-
fense Department appeals court
has ruled, after the Biden adminis-
tration sought to thwart an agree-
ment that would spare the lives of
those who have admitted guiltinthe
deadliest crime perpetrated on
American soil.

The unanimous decision, re-
leased Monday night by the U.S.
Court of Military Commission Re-
view, is a rebuke of Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin, who intervened
in the cases in August after the
agreements were approved by a
judge he had appointed to oversee
the cases against Khalid Sheikh Mo-
hammed, the attacks’ alleged mas-
termind, and Mohammed’s sus-
pected accomplices. At the time,
Austin said he believed that the
families of those Killed on Sept. 11,
2001, and as a result of the ensuing
wars deserved to see the men stand
trial.

The appeals court ruled that
while Austin had authority to re-
strict the judge, Susan K. Escallier,
from entering into future pretrial
agreements on behalf of the U.S.
government, he could not rescind
them afterthe fact. Mohammed and
other defendants have already ac-
knowledged their guilt, undermin-
ing any other proceeding against
them, the appeals court found.

A senior defense official, speak-
ing on the condition of anonymity
because of the sensitivity of the is-
sue, said the Defense Department,
in conjunction with the Justice De-
partment, is reviewing the ruling
and considering options. The U.S.
government on Tuesday filed a mo-
tion with the military commission
requesting a continuance of the
guilty pleas until Jan. 27 to provide
U.S. officials “the opportunity to de-
termine whethertopursuerelief”’ in
the case, the senior defense official
said. A motions hearing in Moham-
med’s case was to begin Jan. 6.

The appeals court’s ruling
upholds an earlier determination
by Air Force Col. Matthew McCall,

a military commission judge who
found in November that the plea
deals are valid and that allowing
Austin to rescind them afterward
would grant him an “absolute veto
overany discretionary act” reached
by the officer he had appointed to
overseethe cases. The Pentagon ap-
pealed that ruling within days, set-
ting the stage for the appeals court
toact.

In the plea deals, Mohammed
and two other defendants — Walid
bin Attashand Mustafaal-Hawsawi
— would receive life in prison for
admitting to killing nearly 3,000
people in an al-Qaida plot that
turned hijacked passenger jets into
weapons. Twoplanes were flownin-
to the World Trade Center in New
York City, with another hitting the
Pentagon outside Washington. A
fourthjetliner crashedinaPennsyl-
vania field after passengers fought
with the hijackers.

The three defendants remain
among the most prominent of some
two dozen inmates at a detention fa-
cilityonthe U.S.naval basein Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba. President Joe

JANET HAMLIN/AP

This December 2008 courtroom drawing shows Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed, center, and co-defendant Walid bin Attash, left,
attending a pre-trial session at Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, Cuba.

Biden said early in his administra-
tion that he intended to close the
prison, but his administration has
struggled to complete negotiations
with other nations to transfer in-
mates back to their home countries.

Late Monday, the Pentagon an-
nounced that Ridah Bin Saleh al-
Yazidi had been repatriated to Tu-
nisia, leaving 26 inmates in Guanta-
namo. Of those, 14 are eligible for

transfer, defense officials said.

It’s unclear what President-elect
Donald Trump may do with Guan-
tdnamo and its inmates when he
takes office in January. During his
first administration, Trump forbid
the facility’s closure and blocked ef-
forts that former President Barack
Obama had underway to repatriate
several inmates, suggesting that do-
ing so was soft on terrorism.

US: N. Korean troops in Russia deemed expendable by their leaders

By Davip CHol
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea — North Korean troops de-
ployed to Russia’s western border
with Ukraine are conducting “hu-
man wave tactics” on the battle-
field, leading to more than 1,000
casualties within their ranks last
week, a White House spokesman
said recently.

North Korean troops support-
ing Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
are conducting ground assaults in
the Kursk region against Ukrai-
nian forces that have led to “heavy
casualties,” White House National
Security Council spokesman John
Kirby said last Friday during a
news conference in Washington.

“It is clear that Russian and
North Korean military leaders are
treating these troops as expenda-
ble and ordering them on hopeless
assaults against Ukrainian de-
fenses,” he said. “These North Ko-
rean soldiers appear to be highly
indoctrinated, pushing attacks
even when it is clear that those at-
tacks are futile.”

The White House had received
reports that North Korean troops
were Kkilling themselves, instead
of surrendering, Kirby said, “like-
ly out of fear of reprisal against
their families in North Korea in
the event that they’re captured.”

North Korean troops have suf-
fered “many losses” and Moscow
and Pyongyang “have no interest
in the survival of these Koreans at
all,” Ukrainian President Volody-

r-

Korean Central News Agency

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center, observes troops firing their rifles at an undisclosed military base
in North Korea, on March 6. North Korean troops deployed to Russia’s western border with Ukraine are
conducting “human wave tactics” on the battlefield, leading to more than 1,000 casualties within their
ranks last week, a White House spokesman said recently.

myr Zelenskyy said in a video ad-
dress last Friday.

“Everything is arranged in a
way that makes it impossible for
us to capture the Koreans as pris-
oners,” Zelenskyy said. Those who
were captured were ‘“seriously
wounded and could not be resusci-
tated,” he said.

Militaries and intelligence
agencies in Ukraine, the United

States and South Korea have esti-
mated around 10,000-12,000 North
Korean troops have deployed to
Russia since October.

Since 2022, Pyongyang has
shipped artillery shells and ballis-
tic missiles to Russia in its fight
against Ukraine, according to
South Korea’s military. North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un and Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin in

June pledged mutual military aid
if either of their countries were at
war.

President Joe Biden on Monday
announced the U.S. would send
nearly $2.5 billion in security as-
sistance to Ukraine. This package
includes medium-range surface-
to-air missiles, artillery shells,
small arms, grenades, communi-
cations equipment and clothing,

according to a Defense Depart-
ment news release that day.

“At my direction, the United
States will continue to work re-
lentlessly to strengthen Ukraine’s
position in this war over the re-
mainder of my time in office,” Bi-
den said in a White House state-
ment Monday.

The security package is in addi-
tion to the $3.5 billion sent Mon-
day to Ukraine by the Treasury
Department, State Department
and the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development. The funds
are meant to directly support Uk-
raine’s budget, including the sala-
ries of government employees,
teachers and health care workers.

“Ukraine’s success is in Amer-
ica’s core national interest,” Trea-
sury Secretary Janet Yellen said
in a department news release
Monday. “Stopping Russia’s ille-
gal invasion will help uphold a
global democratic, rules-based,
order that advances American se-
curity and economic interests, and
it will send an unmistakable mes-
sage to autocrats and would-be ag-
gressors around the world that
they will face unshakeable re-
solve.”

Congress has approved over
$180 billion in funds and military
assistance to Ukraine since Rus-
sia’sinvasionin 2022, according to
a September report from the U.S.
Ukraine Oversight Interagency
Working Group, a group of 24 fed-
eral agencies tasked with oversee-
ing assistance to Kyiv.
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Natural outcome: ‘Just put me in a pine box’

Survey finds more vets interested in green burial optlon offered at 3 national cemeteries

By LinpA F. HERSEY
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Christopher,
a Marine Corps veteran who sur-
vived a truck explosion while serv-
ing in Afghanistan, said the near-
death experience caused him to
consider his own mortality and how
he wants his burial to be handled.

The 35-year-old Colorado resi-
dent, who declined to provide his
lastname, said he has done advance
planning and conveyed his desire to
have anatural burial, also known as
agreen burial, that does not burden
loved ones with thousands of dollars
in funeral bills.

In contrast to the pomp and cir-
cumstance of traditional military
funerals, a growing number of vet-
erans say they prefer a simple, low-
costburial that forgoes the luxury of
lined caskets and marble urns for a
natural interment with minimal im-
pact to the environment, according
toarecent survey of veterans by the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

Based on survey feedback, the
VA recently opened green burial
sections at three national cemete-
ries that limit markers and land-
scaping, forgo chemicals and em-
balming fluids, and use caskets,
shrouds and urns from natural ma-
terials that degrade over time.

The green burials are offered at
Pikes Peak National Cemetery in
Colorado Springs, Colo.; the Nation-
al Memorial Cemetery of Arizonain
Phoenix; and Florida National
Cemetery in Bushnell, which is
north of Tampa.

The VA survey showed respon-
dents ages 40 and under had the
greatest interest in natural burials
and overwhelmingly supported
green alternatives.

“Just put me in a pine box where
my body can decompose and return
to nature,” said Christopher, a for-
mer sergeant who served between
2007 and 2016 in Iraq and Afghanis-
tan.

Interest by veterans and their
families in green burials parallels a
national trend among Americans
seeking alternatives to formal fu-
nerals with costly grave sites, un-
derground vaults and a standar-
dized burial processthat doesnotal-
low for individual expression, ac-
cording to Ann Hoffner, who
publishes “Green Burial Natural-
ly,” a state-by-state guide to natural
burials.

The number of cemeteries offer-
ing green burials has grown from42
in 2016 to more than 300 in 2024,
Hoffner said.

Hoffner firstlearned about green
burialsthroughher ownexperience
seeking an alternative to a conven-
tional funeral for her 94-year-old fa-
ther, a World War II veteran who
died in 2016.

Edward A. Hoffner was an Army
lieutenant who participated in the

Ann Hoffner

Mourners stand before the gravesite of Edward Hoffner, a World War Il veteran who died in 2016. His
daughter, Ann Hoffner, chose a green burial for her father that used only biodegradable materials. Hoffner
was buried at Steelmantown Cemetery, a natural burial preserve in New Jersey.

ERic KAYNE/Stars and Stripes

Jane Pennington holds a photo of her deceased husband, World War 1l
veteran Ken Pennington, who was buried using green burial methods.

liberation of France, his daughter
said.

Hoffnerpublished an essay about
her father’s natural burial at a
wooded sanctuary,comparingittoa
cousin’s traditional funeral “in a
painted casket in a concrete vault
under an Astroturf temporary cov-
ering” atamemorial park.

An American flag was draped
over her father’s body, which was
wrapped in a shroud of natural ma-
terial. Mourners placed his body in
a wooden wagon that was wheeled
to his grave at Steelmantown Cem-
etery,awoodland burial preservein
New Jersey.

An honor guard played taps and
fired a three-volley salute as a final
farewell after the body was lowered
into the ground.

“The wild blueberries had been
pulled back to admit his body and
would be replanted,” Ann Hoffner
wrote. “It was an extraordinary re-
alization that he had joined an eco-
system. It would recycle the nu-
trients in his flesh and bones and
weave them into life.”

While the Hoffner family holds a
deed to his burial plot, there are no
grave markers or head stones.

The simplicity of green burials al-
so makes them less costly for the
survivors. They typically cost about
$6,000, but prices vary by location
andtheservicesselected,according
to the Green Burial Council.

Conventional funerals canrun up
to $15,000 — with fees for viewing,
burial, refrigeration, transport, cas-
ket purchase and embalming. Stan-
dard casketsand urns alone cancost
thousands of dollars.

When a veteran dies, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs provides a
burial allowance to offset the costs
of a funeral, with the family respon-
sible for the difference.

For service-connected deaths,
VA pays up to $2,000 for burial ex-
penses of former service members
who died after Sept. 11, 2001. It pro-
vides up to $1,500 for deaths prior to
that date.

Ifthe veteranisburiedina VA na-
tional cemetery, some or all of the
cost of transporting the deceased
may be reimbursed.

For non-service-connected
deaths, VA will pay up to $978 to-
ward burial and funeral expenses
with a $978 plot-interment allow-
ance, if the veteranis notburiedin a

national cemetery.

The National Cemetery Adminis-
tration will accept cremated and in-
tact remains for green burials at the
three cemeteries participating in
the pilot program.

According to the National Funer-
al Directors Association, nearly
70% of Americans surveyed ex-
pressed interest in learning about
green burials as a funeral option be-
cause of the lower costs and benefits
for the environment.

Congress in 2022 authorized the
VA to establish green burial sec-
tions in national cemeteries.

Under the National Cemeteries
Preservation and Protection Act, a
veteran’s remains interred in a
green burial section must be pre-
pared without chemicals and using
caskets and urns that will naturally
degrade in the environment.

The idea behind green burials is
to allow the body to recycle in the
natural environment with little dis-
turbance to the surroundings, ac-
cordingtothe Green Burial Council.

“Whenitcomestogreenburials, I
like to say there are many shades of
green. For some families, green
burial meansnochemical preserva-
tion of the body, a casket made of
natural material, and no vault or
grave liner if the cemetery allows,”
said Lily Buerkle, director of funer-
als for the historic Congressional
Cemetery in Washington, where
1,700 veterans are interred.

The private, nonprofit cemetery
is unique among burial grounds in
Washington for providing both nat-
ural burials and conventional fu-
nerals.

Atgreenburials, families “tend to
want to be active participants in
theirloved one’s funerals,” Buerkle
said. “They want to put their griefto
action — whether that is helping to
bathe and shroud their person, or
hand-shovel earth at the cemetery,

or lead their own heartfelt ceremo-
nies without clergy. They want tobe
avital part of'it,” she said.

Buerkle, who is a licensed morti-
cianinD.C.,Maryland and Virginia,
said she appreciates that the Na-
tional Cemetery Association is giv-
ing veterans and their families the
option of green burials at some of its
cemeteries.

“Thisis agiantleap forward to al-
low veterans’ families access to
greener burial options,” Buerkle
said. “Ilove knowing that our veter-
ans are beginning to have these
choices.”

Jane Pennington, 98, of Mary-
land, said she sought a more eco-
friendly alternative to cremation,
which dumps toxins into the air,
when she began making funeral ar-
rangements for herlate husband, an
Army and Air Force veteran who
served in194S and 1946.

“Crematoriums are usually lo-
cated in disadvantaged areas in the
city,somy husband and I had decid-
ed while he was alive that we would
start looking for an alternative,”
Pennington recalled.

Kenneth Pennington, 96, died in
2023. The former Air Force corpo-
ral had served in an Army special-
ized training corps while studyingto
be an engineer in college. He joined
the Air Force after graduation and
was assigned to a military installa-
tion in Dayton, Ohio.

After her husband’s death, Jane
Pennington said she found Serenity
Ridge, anew cemetery in Maryland
where burial vaults and embalming
chemicals are not permitted. A trail
network leads to wooded burial
sites.

“By offering a recreational green
space with walking trails, families
are invited to embrace the space it-
self, and the cemetery enjoys a dual
purpose,” said Ed Bixby, founder of
the Global Green Burial Alliance,
which promotes eco-friendly funer-
al options.

There are more than 18 million
U.S. military veterans. Many of the
veterans are at an advanced age,
which means a higher number of
deaths are expected each year.

Christopher, the Marine Corps
veteran in Colorado, said he has
thought about that statistic when
considering a natural burial for his
funeral someday.

“America basically has been at
war every 10 years. In my view, we
don’t have the space it will take at
veterans’ cemeteries to put people
in $8,000 caskets and concrete
vaults in the ground,” he said. “The
amount of land that these cemete-
ries take up is ridiculous.

“I see natural burials as another
way for veterans like myselfto give
backtoourcountry and community.
Guys I served with did not enlist for
the recognition,” he said. “We were
just doing ourjob.”
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Struggles preceded Texas vet’s truck attack

The Dallas Morning News

Investigators are probing why a
Texas Army veteran who bragged
about his Beaumont roots and mil-
itant work ethic went from work-
ing in real estate to praising ISIS
just before he launched a deadly
attack in New Orleans.

The 42-year-old man was iden-
tified as the driver of a truck that
plowed into a crowd celebrating
the new year at New Orleans’
French Quarter.

The rampage ended when
Shamsud-Din Jabbar exited the
rented Ford pickup and was fatal-
ly shot by officers in a shootout
with police. The attack left at least
15 people dead and more than 30
injured, including two police offi-
cers hurt in the gunfight.

President Joe Biden said Jab-
bar posted videos on social media
“mere hours” before the early
morning attack “indicating that he
was inspired by ISIS.” An Islamic
State flag was discovered in the
pickup.

“The situation is very fluid,” Bi-

den said during a news conference
in Camp David, Md. He cautioned
that “no one should jump to con-
clusions” and described the FBI-
led investigation as being in a
“preliminary stage.”

The investigation at least ex-
tends into Louisiana and Texas,
where law en-
forcement from
the FBI’s Hous-
ton office de-
scended upon a
location possibly
linked to Jabbar
; in the northern

part of the city.
Jabbar An FBI SWAT
team, crisis negotiators and coun-
terterrorism investigators were
among those deployed to the area.

Court records and a now-re-
moved YouTube video reviewed
by The Dallas Morning News
paint a picture of a man who strug-
gled after his military service end-
ed, including with mounting fi-
nancial struggles, a contentious
divorce and a failing real estate

g

venture in the years leading up to
the attack.

Jabbar served in the U.S. Army
as a human resource specialist
and an information technology
specialist from March 2007 until
January 2015, including during
deployment to Afghanistan from
February 2009 to January 2010, an
Army spokesperson said.

Jabbar later served in the Army
Reserve as an IT specialist from
January 2015 until July 2020. He
held the rank of staff sergeant at
the end of service, the Army
spokesperson said.

A man with a similar name —
Shamsud-jin Jabaar — was identi-
fied as a Georgia State senior and
U.S. Army vet attending Georgia
State University in Atlanta in 2015,
according to an article from that
time in the school’s student paper,
The Signal.

In the article, Jabaar said he
paid for his tuition through the GI
bill and complained of the difficul-
ties of obtaining tuition due to the
complex bureaucracy of the De-

partment of Veteran Affairs.

Address records showed Jab-
bar previously lived in Georgia.
He earned a bachelor of business
administration degree in comput-
er information systems in 2017
from Georgia State University, of-
ficials confirmed to the Atlanta
Journal-Constitution.

Wednesday’s attack was just
hours before thousands of football
fans were expected to attend the
Sugar Bowl game featuring the
University of Georgia and Notre
Dame, which was delayed after
the tragedy.

A search of criminal court rec-
ords in Texas turns up little on
Jabbar. He was charged with mis-
demeanor theft and driving with
an invalid license in 2002 and
2005, respectively.

Inavideo published to YouTube
in 2020 that has since been taken
down, Jabbar pitched himself as a
competent real estate agent. He
said he was born and raised in
Beaumont.

Drawing on his military experi-

ence, he touted his service in the
U.S. Army, which he said showed
him the importance of “great ser-
vice” and attention to detail.

“I feel like what really sets me
apart from other agents is my abil-
ity to be able to one: be a fierce ne-
gotiator,” Jabbar said in the video.

But by July 2021, Jabbar filed
for divorce from his wife in Fort
Bend County. The couple had one
child together, according to court
filings.

Jabbar’s ex-wife could not be
reached for comment Wednesday.

Jabbar, whose attorney with-
drew early in the proceeding, rep-
resented himself'in the divorce. In
an August 2022 filing, he noted
that he worked at a consulting
firm and made about $120,000 a
year.

But Jabbar faced financial
problems, including the risk of
foreclosure, he wrote in the fil-
ings. In a January 2022 email to
his ex-wife’s attorney, he said he
could not afford his house pay-
ment.

ISIS: Driver killed by police officers

FROM PAGE 1

countinthe hoursbefore the attack
in which he aligned himself with
ISIS and told viewers that he had
joined the militant group before
last summer.

“This was an act of terrorism. It
was premeditated and an evil act,”
said Christopher Raia, the deputy
assistant director of the FBI’s
counterterrorism division.

The attack killed 14 people, in-
cluding an18-year-old woman who
had ambitions of becoming a
nurse. Authorities initially put the
death toll at 15, which included
Jabbar, who was fatally shot in a
firefight with police.

Officials had said Wednesday
that they were seeking additional
potential suspects in the attack,
which occurred when Jabbar
steered around a police blockade
and plowed into a crowd.

But Raia said the current assess-
mentisthatheacted alone, without
any conspirators.

Authorities recovered a black
flag of the Islamic State in the
truck, and President Joe Biden
said he was told by the FBI that
Jabbar, a U.S. citizen from Texas,
had posted videos to social media
hours before the carnage that
showed he was motivated by the
militant group and expressed a de-
sire to kill.

He was shot to death by police,
and the FBI said Wednesday that it
believed he did not act alone. In-
vestigators found guns and what
appeared to be an improvised ex-
plosive device in the vehicle, along
with other explosive devices else-
where in the French Quarter.

Officials fanned out to serve
search warrants and spenthours at
aHouston-areahome thoughttobe
connected to the investigation. But
as of Thursday morning, no addi-
tional arrests were known to have
been made, and it was unclear if
the FBI was still actively looking
for more suspects.

The rampage turned festive
Bourbon Street into a macabre
scene of maimed victims, bloodied
bodies and pedestrians fleeing for
safety inside nightclubs and res-
taurants. In addition to the dead,
dozens of people were hurt.

Zion Parsons, 18, of Gulfport,
Miss., said he saw the truck “bar-
reling through, throwing people
like in a movie scene, throwing
people into the air.”

“Bodies, bodies all up and down
the street, everybody screaming
and hollering,” said Parsons,
whose friend Nikyra Dedeaux was
among the dead.

But by Thursday, a still-reeling
city was inching back toward nor-
mal operations. Authorities fin-
ished processing the scene early in
the morning, removing the last of
the bodies, and Bourbon Street
was set to reopen at some point lat-
er in the day, according to an offi-
cial familiar with the matter who
spoke on condition of anonymity to
The Associated Press.

The Sugar Bowl college football
game between Notre Dame and
Georgia, initially set for Wednes-
daynightand postponedbyadayin
the interest of national security,
was still on for Thursday. And the
city planned tohostthe Super Bowl
next month.

Federal officials were investi-
gating Jabbar’s potential associa-
tions with any terror organizations
as they hunted for additional clues
in what’s believed to be the deadli-
est ISIS-inspired assault on U.S.
soilin years.

Local officials, meanwhile,
faced more questions about secur-
ity protocols in the city leading up
totheattack, thelatestexample ofa
vehicle being used as a weapon to
carry out mass violence.

Jabbar drove a rented pickup
truck onto a sidewalk, going
around a police car that was posi-
tioned to block vehicular traffic,
authorities said. A barrier system
meant to prevent vehicle attacks
was being repaired in preparation
for the Super Bowl.

Jabbar wasKkilled by police after
he exited the truck and opened fire
on responding officers, New Or-
leans Police Superintendent Anne
Kirkpatrick said. Three officers
returned fire. Two were shot and
are in stable condition.

The driver “defeated” safety
measures in place to protect pe-
destrians and was ‘“hell-bent on
creating the carnage and the dam-
age that he did,” Kirkpatrick said.

“This is not just an act of terro-
rism. This is evil,” she added.

A photo circulated among law
enforcement officials showed a
bearded Jabbar wearing camou-
flage next to the truck after he was
killed. Theintelligence bulletin ob-
tained by the AP said he was wear-
ing a ballistic vest and helmet. The
flag of Islamic State was on the
truck’s trailer hitch, the FBI said.

“For those people who don’t be-

ButcH DiLL/AP

Security and bomb sniffing dogs check vehicles as they enter the
Superdome parking garage ahead of the Sugar Bowl NCAA College
Football Playoff game on Thursday in New Orleans.

lieve in objective evil, all you have
to do is look at what happened in
our city early this morning,” U.S.
Sen. John Kennedy, R.-La., said.
“If this doesn’t trigger the gag re-
flex of every American, every fair-
minded American, I'll be very sur-
prised.”

Jabbar joined the Army in 2007,
servingonactive dutyinhumanre-
sources and information technolo-
gy and deploying to Afghanistan
from 2009 to 2010, the service said.
He transferred to the Army Re-
serve in 2015 and left in 2020 with
the rank of staff sergeant.

Hours after the attack, several
coroner’s office vans were parked
on the corner of Bourbon and Ca-
nal streets, cordoned off by police
tape with crowds of dazed tourists
standing around, some trying to
navigate their luggage through the
labyrinth of blockades.

Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry
urged people to avoid the area,

which remained an active crime
scene.

“We looked out our front door
and saw caution tape and dead si-
lence, and it’s eerie,” said Tessa
Cundiff, an Indiana native who
moved to the French Quarter afew
years ago. “This is not what we fell
in love with, it’s sad.”

Biden, speaking from the presi-
dential retreat at Camp David, ad-
dressed the victims and the people
of New Orleans: “I want you to
know I grieve with you. Our nation
grieves with you as you mourn and
asyou heal.”

FBI officials have repeatedly
warned about an elevated interna-
tional terrorism threat due to the
Israel-Hamas war. In the last year,
the agency has disrupted other po-
tential attacks, including in Octo-
ber when it arrested an Afghan
man in Oklahoma for an alleged
Election Day plot targeting large
crowds.
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Cybertruckﬂ_p_xplode utS|de a Trmp hotel

Suspect a soldier
in Green Berets

Staff and wire reports

LAS VEGAS — Firework mor-
tars and camp fuel canisters were
found stuffed into the back of the
Tesla Cybertruck that exploded
outside President-elect Donald
Trump’s Las Vegas hotel early
Wednesday, Kkilling a suspect in-
side the vehicle and sparking an
intense investigation into possible
terrorism.

Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
and Clark County Fire Depart-
ment officials said that a person
died inside the futuristic-looking
pickup truck and seven people
nearby suffered minor injuries.

The U.S. Army identified the
dead man as Matthew Alan Livels-
berger.

He was a master sergeant as-

signed to the Army’s 10% Special
Forces Group, an official said
Thursday on condition of anonym-
ity. The group, which has a battal-
ion based out of Stuttgart, is the
Army’s primary special oper-
ations unit in Germany and car-
ries out missions across Europe.

Livelsberger enlisted in the Ar-
my in 2006 and served on active
duty until 2011.

He then had stints in the Nation-
al Guard and Army Reserve be-
fore returning to active duty in
December 2012 as a special oper-

ations soldier, the Army said.

During his Army career, Livels-
berger deployed twice to Afghan-
istan and served in Ukraine, Taji-
kistan, Georgia and Congo, the Ar-
my said. He was awarded two
Bronze Stars including one with a
valor device for courage under
fire, a combat infantry badge and
an Army Commendation Medal
with valor.

Livelsberger was on leave from
his assignment in Germany when
he died, officials said.

U.S. Army Special Operations

Command “is in full cooperation
with federal and state law enforce-
ment agencies, but as a matter of
policy, will not comment on ongo-
ing investigations,” the Army
statement said.

Video of the aftermath of
Wednesday’s blast showed a tum-
ble of charred fireworks mortars,
canisters and other explosive de-
vices crowded into the back of the
pickup. The truck bed walls were
still intact because the blast shot
straight up rather than to the
sides.
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Sam MoRRris, Las VEGAs REVIEW-JOURNAL/AP

Clark County Fire Department crews work outside Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas after a fire and
explosion of a Tesla Cybertruck in the valet area on Wednesday.

The FBI said Thursday in a post
on X that it was “conducting law
enforcement activity” at ahome in
Colorado Springs, Colo., related to
Wednesday’s explosion but pro-
vided no other details.

The incident happened on the
same say that Army veteran
Shamsud-Din Bahar Jabbar
drove into a crowd in New Or-
leans’ French Quarter, Kkilling at
least 15 people before being shot to
death by police.

Both Livelsberger and Jabbar
spent time at Fort Liberty in North

Carolina, which was previously
known as Fort Bragg.

However, an official who spoke
to The Associated Press on condi-
tion of anonymity said there was
no overlap in their assignments at
the base.

Chris Raia, FBI deputy assis-
tant director, said Thursday that
officials have found “no definitive
link” between the New Orleans at-
tack and the truck explosion in Las
Vegas.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk said
Wednesday afternoon on X that
“we have now confirmed that the
explosion was caused by very
large fireworks and/or a bomb
carried in the bed of the rented Cy-
bertruck and is unrelated to the
vehicle itself.”

“All vehicle telemetry was posi-
tive at the time of the explosion,”
Musk wrote.

In Las Vegas, witness Ana
Bruce, visiting from Brazil, said
she heard three explosions.

“The first one where we saw the
fire, the second one, I guess, was
the battery or something like that,
and the third was the big one that
smoked the entire area and was
the moment when everyone was
told to evacuate and stay away,”
Bruce said.

Her travel companion, Alcides
Antunes, showed video he took of
flames lapping the sides of the sil-
ver-colored vehicle.

Stars and Stripes staff reporter John Vandiver
contributed to this report.

Chinese-backed
hacker breaches
the US Treasury

Bloomberg News

The U.S. Treasury Department was hacked by a
Chinese state-sponsored actor through a third-party
software service provider, according to a letter the
agency sent to Congress on Monday.

Treasury described the intrusion as a “major cy-
bersecurity incident,” since it was attributed to a
state-sponsored actor, according to the letter, which
was reviewed by Bloomberg News.

Treasury was notified on Dec. 8 by a third-party
software provider, BeyondTrust Inc., that a hacker
had gained access “to a key used by the vendor to se-
cure a cloud-based service used to remotely provide
technical support for Treasury Departmental Offices
(DO) end users,” according to the letter.

The department is being assisted by the Cyberse-
curity and Infrastructure Security Agency, the FBI,
the intelligence community and third-party forensic
investigators.

Based on available information, advanced hackers
tied to China were behind the incident, according to
the letter.

The Chinese embassy in Washington opposes U.S.
“smear attacks against China without any factual ba-
sis,” it said in an emailed statement. “The U.S. needs
to stop using cybersecurity to smear and slander Chi-
na, and stop spreading all kinds of disinformation

MicHAEL A. McCoy/For The Washington Post

The Treasury Department says some of its
workstations were breached by a China-sponsored
hacker.

about the so-called Chinese hacking threat,” it said.

BeyondTrust, which sells managed access soft-
ware and other cybersecurity products, holds con-
tracts with the federal government worth more than
$4 million, according to government data compiled
by Bloomberg. In addition to Treasury, the data
shows, BeyondTrust does business with the Depart-
ment of Defense, Department of Veterans Affairs
and the Department of Justice, along with other
agencies.

A BeyondTrust spokesperson said Monday night
that a limited number of customers were involved,
had been notified and were being offered support.
The spokesperson added that law enforcement had
been contacted and the company was supporting the
investigation.

FBI found 150 homemade
bombs at home in Virginia

Associated Press

NORFOLK, Va. — Federal
agents found one of the largest
stockpiles of homemade explo-
sives they have ever seized when
they arrested a Virginia man on a
firearms charge last month, ac-
cording to a court filing by federal
prosecutors.

Investigators seized more than
150 pipe bombs and other home-
made devices when they searched
the home of Brad Spafford north-
west of Norfolk in December, the
prosecutors said in a motion filed
Monday. The prosecutors wrote
that this is believed to be “the lar-
gest seizure by number of finished
explosive devices in FBI history.”

Most of the bombs were found
in a detached garage at the home
in Isle of Wight County, along with
tools and bomb-making materials
including fuses and pieces of plas-
tic pipe, according to court docu-
ments. The prosecutors also
wrote: “Several additional appar-
ent pipe bombs were found in a
backpack in the home’s bedroom,
completely unsecured,” in the
home he shares with his wife and

two young children.

Spafford, 36, was charged with
possession of a firearm in viola-
tion of the National Firearms Act.
Law enforcement officers allege
he owned an unregistered short
barrel rifle. Prosecutors said that
he faces “numerous additional po-
tential charges” related to the ex-
plosives.

Defense attorneys argued in a
motion Tuesday that authorities
haven’t produced evidence that he
was planning violence, also noting
that he has no criminal record.
Further, they question whether
the explosive devices were usable
because “professionally trained
explosive technicians had to rig
the devices to explode them.”

The investigation began in 2023
when an informant told author-
ities that Spafford was stockpiling
weapons and ammunition, ac-
cording to court documents. The
informant, a friend, told author-
ities Spafford had disfigured his
hand in 2021 while working on ho-
memade explosives. Prosecutors
said he only has two fingers on his
right hand.
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Fatal fireworks

explosion leaves ¢

ruin in Honolulu

Associated Press

Emergency crews arrived to a
chaotic and gruesome scene in a
Honolulu neighborhood after a
large New Year’s firework tipped
over after being lit and ignited a
fiery, shrapnel-studded blast that
killed three people and injured
more than 20 others, several of
them critically.

Two women died at the scene
and a third woman died at a hos-
pital, authorities said Wednesday
as they implored people to aban-
don their New Year’s tradition of
setting off fireworks across the
city. Officials promised tougher
penalties for illegal fireworks.

Hawaii Gov. Josh Green graph-
ically described the deaths in a
news conference Wednesday to
emphasize the potential danger of
fireworks. “We’re talking about
the worst possible, war-zone in-
juries that took their lives.”

Some of the more than 20 peo-
ple taken to hospitals with severe
burns and shrapnel wounds in-
cluded children, said officials
who had not yet publicly identi-
fied any victims including those

Kkilled.

Police were investigating
whether charges for the person
who lit the firework near mid-
night were warranted, Honolulu
Police Chief Arthur Logan said.

The blast happened at a three-
story home with a bottom-level
carport. Piles of debris including
bundles of blackened firework
mortars could be seen in front of
the house in Wednesday’s day-
light.

The explosion broke windows
across the street. It happened
when a lit bundle of aerial, mor-
tar-style fireworks called a
“cake” tipped over or fell off a ta-
ble and fired sideways into crates
containing additional fireworks,
which then exploded.

The cake’s rounds could be
separated but had been lit as a
bundle of S0, part of what officials
said was tens of thousands of dol-
lars’ worth of fireworks at the
home.

Ambulance crews arrived but
had to triage — separate and treat
victims with the worst injuries
first — several houses away be-

————

Debris is piled outside the site of a deadly New Year’s Eve fireworks explosion in Honolulu.

cause of parked cars and crowds
on the streets, Honolulu Emer-
gency Services Department Di-
rector Dr. Jim Ireland said.

Some people nearby continued
setting off fireworks even as blast
victims were being taken to hos-
pitals, officials said.

The neighborhood is near Ho-
nolulu’s international airport and
a joint U.S. Air Force and Navy
base and a little more than 2
miles east of the U.S.S. Arizona
Memorial, which honors sailors
who died in the attack on Pearl
Harbor that drew the U.S. into
World War II.

“I've been in EMS over 30
years and this is probably one of
the worst calls I've ever been on
as far as the immense tragedy
and amount of patients and sever-
ity of the injuries,” Ireland said in
an earlier news conference.

A fourth person was killed in a
different fireworks explosion
elsewhere on Oahu, officials said.
At least four other serious inju-
ries occurred in unrelated fire-
works accidents overnight.

Social media posts overnight
showed fireworks being set off
across wide areas of Honolulu
even though sparklers, fountains

and aerial fireworks are illegal
and a permit is required to set off
firecrackers, according to the Ho-
nolulu Fire Department.

“We’re angry, frustrated and
deeply saddened at this unneces-
sary loss of life and suffering. It’s
a tragic way to start the new
year,” Mayor Rick Blangiardi
said. “No one should have to en-
dure such pain due to a reckless
and illegal activity.”

Green said he was looking into
whether new penalties including
a felony charge for possessing
large fireworks are needed to
curtail fireworks in Hawaii.

Biden to give 2nd highest civilian
award to leaders of Jan. 6 panel

By CoLLEEN LoNG
Associated Press

President Joe Biden is bestow-
ing the second highest civilian
medal on Liz Cheney and Bennie
Thompson, leaders of the congres-
sional investigation into the Capi-
tol riot who Donald Trump has
said should be jailed for their roles
in the inquiry.

Biden will award the Presiden-
tial Citizens Medal to 20 people in
aceremony Thursday at the White
House, including Americans who
fought for marriage equality, a
pioneer in treating wounded sol-
diers, and two of the president’s
longtime friends, former Sens.
Ted Kaufman, D-Del., and Chris
Dodd, D-Conn.

“President Biden believes these
Americans are bonded by their
common decency and commit-
ment to serving others,” the White
House said in a statement. “The
country is better because of their
dedication and sacrifice.”

Biden last year honored people
who were involved in defending
the Capitol from a mob of angry
Trump supporters on Jan. 6, 2021,

or who helped safeguard the will
of American voters during the
2020 presidential election, when
Trump tried and
failed to over-
turn the results.

Cheney, a for-
mer Wyoming
congresswoman,
and Thompson, a
Mississippi
Democrat, led
the House com-
mittee that investigated the insur-
rection. The committee’s final re-
port asserted that Trump crimi-
nally engaged in a “multi-part
conspiracy” to overturn the lawful
results of the election he lost to Bi-
den and failed to act to stop his
supporters from attacking the
Capitol. Thompson wrote that
Trump “lit that fire.”

Cheney later said she would
vote for Democrat Kamala Harris
and campaigned with the Demo-
cratic nominee, raising Trump’s
ire. Biden has been considering
whether to offer preemptive par-
dons to Cheney and others Trump
has targeted.

Trump, who won the 2024 elec-
tion and will take office Jan. 20,
still refuses to back away from his
lies about the 2020 presidential
race and has said he would pardon
the rioters once he is back in the
White House.

During an interview with NBC’s
“Meet the Press,” the president-
elect said that “Cheney did some-
thing that’s inexcusable, along
with Thompson and the people on
the un-select committee of politi-
cal thugs and, you know, creeps,”
claiming without evidence they
“deleted and destroyed” testimo-
ny they collected.

10 injured in shooting
outside NYC nighteclub

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Ten people
were wounded in a shooting out-
side a New York City nightclub
while they were waiting to get into
a private event, police said.

About 15 people were standing
outside Amazura nightclub at
11:15 p.m. Wednesday in Jamaica,
Queens, when four men on foot ap-
proached the group of 16 to 20-
year-olds.

Three or four men opened fire
on the group, New York Police De-
partment Chief of Patrol Philip
Rivera said during an early
Thursday news conference.

About 30 shots were fired be-
fore the gunmen fled on foot. They
were then seen getting into a se-
dan with out-of-state plates.

There is “zero tolerance for
these senseless shootings,” Rivera
said.

Six females and four males
were taken to hospitals with non-
life-threatening injuries, he said.

A massive police presence and
several ambulances could be seen
outside Amazura in footage posted
on social media.

The motive was not immediate-
ly known but Rivera said: “This is
not terrorism.”
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Impeached S. Korean president g

defiant with detention possible

By Kim ToNGg-HYUNG
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — Im-
peached South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol, in a message to
conservative supporters rallying
outside his Seoul residence,
vowed to “fight to the end” against
“anti-state forces,” while his legal
team warned Thursday that police
officers attempting to detain him
could face arrest by his presiden-
tial security service or even civil-
ians.

Yoon’s latest statement of de-
fiance came as the Corruption In-
vestigation Office for High-Rank-
ing Officials prepared to execute a
detainment warrant against him
that was issued by a Seoul court on
Tuesday and is valid for one week.
The warrant was issued after
Yoon evaded multiple requests to
appear for questioning and
blocked searches of his office, hin-
dering an investigation into

whether his hourslong martial law
imposition on Dec. 3 amounted to
rebellion.

Oh Dong-woon, the anti-corrup-
tion agency’s chief prosecutor, has
indicated that police forces might
be deployed if Yoon’s security ser-
vice resists the detention attempt,
which could occur as early as
Thursday. But it remains unclear
whether Yoon can be compelled to
submit to questioning.

Yoon’s legal team issued a state-
ment on Thursday warning that
any attempt by the anti-corruption
agency to use police units for his
detention would exceed their legal
authority. The lawyers said police
officers could face arrest by either
the “presidential security service
or any citizens” if they try to de-
tain Yoon. They didn’t elaborate
further on the claim.

South Korean law permits
anyone to make an arrest to stop
an active crime, and critics ac-

cused Yoon of inciting his suppor-
ters to obstruct attempts to detain
him.

In a message to supporters
gathered outside his residence
Wednesday evening, Yoon said he
would continue to fight against
anti-state forces “violating our
sovereignty” and putting the na-
tion in “danger.” He applauded
his supporters for their efforts to
protect “liberal democracy and
constitutional order” and said he
was watching their protests on
live YouTube broadcasts, accord-
ing to a photo of the message
shared by Yoon’s lawyers.

Yoon Kap-keun, the president’s
lawyer, filed a challenge with the
Seoul Western District Court on
Thursday to block both the deten-
tion warrant for Yoon Suk Yeol
and a related search warrant for
his residence. The lawyer argued
that both warrants violate crimi-
nal laws and the constitution.

¥

AHN YOUNG-100N/AP

Supporters of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol lie
down on the ground as Yoon faces potential arrestt, near the
presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, on Thursday.

The liberal opposition Demo-
cratic Party, which drove the leg-
islative vote that impeached Yoon
Suk Yeol on Dec. 14 over his impo-
sition of martial law, accused the
president of trying to mobilize his
supporters to block his detention
and called for law enforcement
authorities to execute the warrant
immediately.

Braving subfreezing temper-
atures, thousands of Yoon’s sup-

porters rallied for hours near his
residence on Thursday amid a
heavy police presence, waving
South Korean and American flags
while chanting, “Nullify the im-
peachment!” and “We will protect
President Yoon Suk Yeol!” Offi-
cers removed some protesters
who laid down on a road leading to
the entrance of Yoon’s residence,
but there were no immediate re-
ports of major clashes.

Montenegro mourns after gunman Kills at least 12 people then himself

Associated Press

CETINJE, Montenegro— Shock
and dismay prevailed in Montene-
groon Thursday after agunman fa-
tally shot 12 people, including two
children, in a western town before
Kkilling himself.

Atleast four others were wound-
ed in the shooting rampage in Ce-
tinje on Wednesday that followed a
bar brawl, officials said. This was
the second such incident in the
town in the past three years.

The shooter, identified as 45-
year-old Aco Martinovic, killed the
owner of the bar, the bar owner’s
children and his own family mem-
bers, officials have said.

The attacker, who first fled after
the rampage, was later located and
surrounded by police. He died after
shooting himself in the head, Inte-
rior Minister Danilo Saranovic
said.

Residents of Cetinje were
stunned and grief-stricken. Vanja

Popovic, whose relatives are
among the victims, said that “we
are all in shock.”

“How can I feel after this?” Po-
povicsaid. “Nooneexpectedit. You
can’t even ask anyone anything.”

Police had dispatched a special
unit tosearch for the attackerin the
town, which is located about 18
miles northwest of Podgorica, the
capital. All roads in and out of the
city were blocked for hours as po-
lice swarmed the streets.

Saranovic said that the shooter
had died while being taken toa hos-
pital in the capital and succumbed
from the “severity of hisinjuries.”

Officials have said that the at-
tacker was at the bar throughout
the day with other guests when the
brawl erupted. Hethen wenthome,
broughtback a weapon and opened
fire at around S:30 p.m.

Prosecutor Andrijana Nastic
said Thursday that the attacker
went to six locations during the

shooting rampage, including the
last one, where he shot himself.

Prime Minister Milojko Spajic
said thatthe government may try to
impose a total ban on weapons “be-
cause we must ask ourselves after
this who should be allowed to have
guns in Montenegro.”

The small Adriatic Sea nation,
which has a population of around
620,000 people, is known forits gun
culture and many people tradition-
ally have weapons.
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A novel
way to

ell time

Author Clock displays literary
quotes for each hour, minute

By CHRISTOPHER BORRELLI
Chicago Tribune

he Author Clock, which was

created in Chicago several years

ago by a local engineer and final-

ly arrived in stores this holiday
season, has been forcing me to pause now
and then, whenever I look up to see the
time. Knowing the time used to be fast for
me. But the Author Clock slows one’s
relationship to time. I don’t know yet how
I feel about it as a daily timepiece, but I
can say for sure that it is not a clock to
take for granted. Even the coolest Swatch
or vintage Mickey Mouse, after some
admiring, gets taken for granted.

Not so with this.

The Author Clock is small and rectan-
gular and housed inside a wooden frame.
Its clock face is Kindle gray, and instead
of a traditional number-based digital read-
out or circular timepiece, it shows a quo-
tation from a book containing the exact
time of day. The other day, for instance, at
exactly 11:32 a.m., the Author Clock in-
formed me that, in James Joyce’s infa-
mously rambling “Finnegans Wake,”
there is a character named Marcus Lyons
who poetically remembers: “Flemish
armada, all scattered, and all officially
drowned, there and then, on a lovely
morning, after the universal flood, at
about eleven thirty-two.”

At 11:35 a.m., it read, courtesy of a pas-
sage from the Robert Harris thriller
“Munich”: “The Prime Minister’s plane
came to a stop at Oberwiesenfeld airport,
at11:35S am.”

At precisely noon, Dr. Seuss himself
informed me: “And by noon, poor old
Horton, more dead than alive, had picked,
searched and piled up, nine thousand and
five.”

For the practical person, the bold-faced
time will be what matters in each passage
on the Author Clock, which pairs every
minute of the day with thousands of quo-
tations that reference every minute of the
day. Its creators, engineer Jose Cardona,
designer Luke Gray and editor Yasmin
Sara Gruss, partly dug up and partly
crowdsourced 13,193 book passages that
refer to specific minutes, then arranged
them digitally into the 1,440 minutes that
make up 24 hours. Author Clock comes
loaded with those 13,000-odd lines; Wi-Fi
updates add more. Because there are so
many more than 1,410 quotations, it also
rarely gives the same passage at the same
time two days in a row.

So now, when I sit at my desk, time is no
longer a relentless progress of numbers
but a string of random experiences —

-

Stacey WEscoTT, CHicAGO TRIBUNE/TNS

An Agatha Christie quote from her book “A Pocket Full of Rye” mentioning the time of
12:43 is shown on an Author Clock. This quote, like hundreds of others from various
authors, pops up on the Author Clock at the exact time the quote references.

which, I suppose, is what we often hope to
take away from time. One day, at 4:15
p.m., my Author Clock read: “The sun had
begun to sink in the west, and the shadow
of an oak branch has crept across my
knees. My watch said it was 4:15.” That’s
from Haruki Murakami’s “The Wind-Up
Bird Chronicle.” At 12:45 a.m.: “Itis
twelve forty-five. Time for my dwindling
medication,” as Deborah Levy wrote in
“Hot Milk.” At 10:38 a.m., Charles Dickens
even noted the way in which we take for
granted ordinary clock design: ““It’ll be
done to a turn,’ said the landlord, looking
up to the clock — and the very clock had a
colour in its fat white face, and looked a
clock for jolly Sandboys to consult — ‘it’ll
be done to a turn at twenty-two minutes
before eleven.”

This thing is so strange and paradigm
shifting, I had to know more.

The concept came to Cardona when he
worked as a product-design consultant in
the West Loop. He made samples at
mHUDb on West Fulton Street, a local test-
ing ground for prototype development and
magnet for venture capitalists. Cardona
adds that the idea for a literary clock
wasn’t his alone, then he winds through a
history of inspiration:

First, there was the artist Christian
Marclay’s remarkable 2010 installation
“The Clock,” a 24-hour-long film con-
structed out of thousands of scenes edited
together from thousands of movies, ar-
ranged so that when you watch “The
Clock” at, say, 2:30 p.m., it’s 2:30 p.m. in
the movie clip on screen. Marclay’s work
made such a splash (it won the Golden
Lion at the 2011 Venice Biennale), it in-
spired the book staff at London’s Guardian
newspaper to attempt something similar
using literary passages.

That led to a tech designer in the Hague,
using the Guardian’s quotations, assem-
bling a literary clock on a hacked e-read-
er. He posted instructions online for cre-
ating your own clock — which led to a
Danish coder creating a literary-clock
website (literature-clock.jenevoldsen.
com). About this time, Cardona, who had
recently graduated college with an engi-
neering degree, was looking for a product
to make:

“I was an avid reader, I heard about the
clocks, I knew someone would absolutely
make it as a product. That was six, seven
years ago. I’d occasionally check to see if
anyone made it yet.”

When no one did, Cardona jumped in.
Gray, who has worked on many household
products as a designer (for Ikea, among

others), came up with the minimalistic
look; Gruss, a freelance editor who taught
literature courses at Brooklyn College,
began evaluating every quotation.

To fund its development costs, Cardona
turned to Kickstarter and Indiegogo. He
sought to raise a relatively modest
$20,000; he ended up netting more than $2
million.

He’s since left Chicago and moved back
to his native Puerto Rico. About four years
later, the Author Clock is now sold in mu-
seum shops and book stores; it’s also being
offered through AuthorClock.Com. Cardo-
na said he’s sold about 20,000 so far: “We
can’t make them fast enough.” The desk
size is $199; a larger hangable one is $349.

Both do the same thing. That is, one
minute at a time, they offer a kind of histo-
ry of literature — or rather, a history of
how authors have used timepieces as a
literary device.

“Initially we wondered if authors even
mention time often enough to serve a
clock like this,” Cardona said. “Turns out,
they do. But it wasn’t always the case.
People didn’t live so minute-by-minute
until relatively recently.”

Reliable, consistent timepieces emerged
in the late 19th centuries, and wristwatch-
es didn’t take off with the public until
about a century ago. The oldest quotes in
the Author Clock date to “The Canterbury
Tales” in the 14th century, but the major-
ity come from the past 100 years of fiction:
“We particularly noticed an uptick in
writers using time as detective characters
got popular in the 1920s.”

What I've noticed about the Author
Clock is how we use time to memorialize
an instant — to recognize the flat tick of
the everyday. Or we need to note the ur-
gency to beat time: Harry Potter racing to
his train at 10:4S a.m., Jack Reacher re-
trieving his assault rifle at precisely 11:34
a.m., Dean Moriarty in “On the Road”
promising to return by 3:14 p.m.

Cardona and Co., buoyed by the success
of the Author Clock, are already working
on a home weather station that uses litera-
ry quotations about the weather to provide
a local forecast. Weather is often an au-
thor’s proxy for establishing an emotional
state, he said.

Time, however practical, is more elastic.
The Author Clock illustrates how it means
something different to everyone. All we
have to decide is what to do with the time
that is given us — as Gandalf tells Frodo.
He says this “after a late breakfast,” Tol-
kien writes.

But he doesn’t mention the exact time.

ROCKSTER GO 2
speaker rugged
for adventures

in great outdoors

By GREGG ELLMAN
Tribune News Service

It takes some research to shop for a
Bluetooth speaker. Whatever you think is
the best available now can change by the
day as this is one of the most crowded
electronic gadget categories.

Sound and size are critical features,
along with battery life, waterproof rating
and cost. The Bluetooth version is critical
as it affects the range and whether it sup-
ports pairing with more than one speaker
to get full stereo sound. Even built-in mi-
crophones can be important if you want to
use the speaker for hands-free calls, ka-
raoke or accessing voice assistants like
Alexa or Google Assistant.

The Fender x Teufel ROCKSTER GO 2
is a medium-sized Bluetooth speaker with
great sound and great looks. It measures
2.4 by 8.3 by 4.3 inches and weighs 1.6
pounds. The company’s website accurate-
ly describes it as rugged and waterproof
with a long-lasting battery and enormous
stereo sound that can stand up to whatever
outdoor adventures you throw its way.

The ROCKSTER GO 2 is built with a
rugged black rubberized case and light-
weight aluminum. It has great sound com-
ing from under the front-side grill, where
two wide-band drivers in stereo arrange-
ment, along with a passive radiator, pro-
duce some ultradeep bass.

The rubber casing helps protect the
speaker from accidental drops, and its
IPX67 dust and waterproof rating gives it
more versatility. You can take it for a
swim for up to 30 minutes in 3 feet of
water. Bluetooth 5.3 allows wireless pair-
ing, so if you purchase a pair of ROCK-
STER GO 2 speakers, you can get true
stereo sound.

Teufel testing shows it playing for up to
28 hours of battery life (in Eco Mode at
medium volume) before a USB-C charge
is needed (cable included). A flexible
carrying strap is also included and works
well for carrying the speaker or attaching
it to whatever you choose. Top-side but-
tons control volume and music selections.
Power, Bluetooth pairing and LEDs that
display the battery status are on the back.

Online: us.teufelaudio.com/fender-x-
teufel-rockster-go-2; on sale for $89.99
(regular price is $129.99)

TEUFELAUDIO/TNS

The Fender x Teufel ROCKSTER GO 2
Bluetooth speaker has a rubber casing
and IPX67 dust and waterproof rating.
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New films punch above their weight

Each of the 3 sports dramas
unique aside from inclusion
of inspirational coach cliché

By JAKE COYLE
Associated Press

The sports movie, like any
genre, can easily fall victim to
overly familiar story beats. An
underdog challenger. A big match.
You know how it goes.

But a trio of new movies brings
some original moves, and a few
curveballs, to a genre where tried-
and-true formula often reigns su-
preme.

Each, curiously enough, is a di-
rectorial debut by an industry vet-
eran. And each features, among
other fine performances, one of
the great standbys of the sports
film and the abiding refuge of
great character actors: the inspira-
tional coach.

‘Day of the Fight’

Jack Huston’s “Day of the Fight,” cur-
rently playing in theaters stateside, stars
Michael Pitt as down-and-out middle-
weight boxer “Irish” Mike Flannigan. He
is, like some battered boxers before him,
seeking redemption. Flannigan’s once-
promising career was long ago derailed by
a fatal drunk driving accident. But on this
day, he’s preparing for an unlikely oppor-
tunity: an undercard bout at Madison
Square Garden.

“Day of the Fight” is loosely based on
the 1951 Stanley Kubrick documentary
short of the same name, and it’s likewise
in black and white. Huston, the “Board-
walk Empire” actor and grandson to di-
rector John Huston, has mulled the movie
since watching his “Boardwalk” co-star
Pitt, the sometimes troubled but always
talented actor.

“I had in my head this image of Michael
Pitt punching a sandbag when we were on
the set of ‘Boardwalk,” Huston says. “I
think his life in a strange way mimics that
of a boxer — sometimes the ups, some-
times the downs. Specifically where he is
in his life right now, he has the essence of
that boxer mentality. He can take a punch
but, guess what, he keeps standing up.”

“Day of the Fight” culminates in the
Madison Square Garden match, but the
movie is largely about the preamble to the
fight. The movie follows Flannigan on a
series of poignant errands.

“I wanted to make a film where you
didn’t necessarily need the boxing match,”
Huston says. “The boxing match became
icing.”

The film instead evolves as an elegiac
character study of a man, pummeled by
life, trying to put things in order.

“Me and Michael used to speak about
how you can walk into any boxing gyms
and you’d find multiple stories just like
Irish Mike’s,” Huston says. “These guys
go through it. I think that’s probably why
their world is so fascinating to us.”

FALLING ForwARD FiLms/AP

Michael Pitt as Mike Flannigan and Ron Perlman as his coach in “Day of the Fight.”

AmazoN MGM Stubios/AP

Don Cheadle is the coach of NCAA wrestler Anthony Robles in “Unstoppable.”

Cornerman: Ron Perlman. Though
“Day of the Fight” is graced by several
father figures (Joe Pesci, Steve Buscemi),
Perlman is the one that really stands out.
He has all the gravitas and crustiness
you’d ever want in a boxing coach.

AmazoN MGM Stubios/AP

Ryan Destiny plays Olympian gold medalist Claressa Shields and Brian Tyree Henry is
her coach, Jason Crutchfield, in “The Fire Inside.”

‘Unstoppable’

Oscar-winning editor William Golden-
berg directs this based-on-a-true-story
drama about the life of NCAA champion
wrestler Anthony Robles, played by Jhar-

rel Jerome. The film, which arrives Jan.
16 on Prime Video, chronicles Robles’
constant hardships, not the least of which
is that he was born without his right leg.

While “Unstoppable” does steer toward
the moment of ultimate triumph for Ro-
bles, it also carefully and naturally drama-
tizes his long road to the championship.
It’s less about Robles’ overcoming one
challenge than it is about his perseverance
through constant adversity. Jennifer Lo-
pez co-stars as his mother, with Bobby
Cannavale as an abusive stepfather.

“At a certain point, it’s a movie about an
athlete who wins, so there’s going to be
certain tropes that are unavoidable. And I
didn’t want to avoid them,” Goldenberg
says. “I just wanted to try to do them in an
organic, real-feeling way. Shooting hand-
held was the idea that we’re with him
along the journey, so you feel like you
were facing the challenges he faces.”

“Unstoppable” is unique for another
reason. While Jerome, the charismatic
up-and-coming actor of “Moonlight,”
bulked up for the role and devoted himself
to shadowing Robles, he couldn’t do every-
thing that Robles could. For the wrestling
scenes, Robles was Jerome’s body double.

“I signed onto the movie and then I was
like: How am I going to do the wrestling?”
Goldenberg says. “I watched so many
hours of him wrestling. I thought, there’s
no way I can do this without him doubling
himself. He moves in a way that I just
thought no one could ever master.”

Cornerman: “Unstoppable” is the rare
sports drama to give you not just one ex-
cellent coach, but two. Because it spans
Robles’ wrestling career in high school
and college, we first get Michael Pena as
his most devoted supporter, and, later,
Don Cheadle as his initially more skeptical
coach in college.

‘The Fire Inside’

“The Fire Inside,” directed by deco-
rated cinematographer Rachel Morrison
(“Fruitvale Station,” “Mudbound”), is also
about a real champion, the Olympic gold
medal winner Claressa Shields (played by
Ryan Destiny).

The first half of “The Fire Inside,” now
in theaters, is somewhat conventional,
albeit crafted with a keen sense of texture
and the local flavor of Flint, Mich., where
Shields was from. It charts her rise as a
female boxer leading up to the 2012 Olym-
pics.

Once she’s won gold, the film, scripted
by “Moonlight” director Barry Jenkins,
then turns into something else, something
more interesting. Shields’ glory is short-
lived. No Wheaties box covers come for
her. A tough Black woman in a bloody
sport who makes no apologies for her
interest in knocking out her opponent, is
unappealing to marketers. “The Fire In-
side” asks questions less about who wins
and more about who gets to be deemed
“an American hero.”

Cornerman: Brian Tyree Henry plays
Shields’ devoted cornerman Jason Crutch-
field for the duration, from her first jabs in
the gym to her post-Olympics struggles.
Henry, a tender and soulful actor in every-
thing, is more of a co-star than a support-
ing player. Of all the coaches in these
three films, he’s the one you’d most want
cheering you on.
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A fight to make it to the big screen

‘The Fire Inside,” about boxer ‘T-Rex,” had to overcome many obstacles like a COVID lockdown, casting and studio changes

Friday, January 3, 2025

By Abam GRAHAM

The Detroit News

hen Claressa Shields first

talked to Ryan Destiny, she

immediately sized her up.

Shields, the Flint, Mich.,

boxer known as “T-Rex” and boxing’s
GWOAT — that’s short for Greatest Wom-
an of All Time — wanted to know if Desti-
ny, who hails from Detroit, was tough
enough to play her in the big-screen story
of her life.

“I’'m like, ‘Hey, you’re playing me; good
to meet you,” and she’s like, ‘Yeah, I'm so
excited.’ And I’'m like, ‘You ever been in a
fight before?”” says Shields, recalling her
first phone call with the actress. “When
she said ‘No,’ I was like, ‘A pushing war?’
She’s like, ‘no, nothing.” And I’'m looking at
the phone like, huh? I knew she was a
great actress, but this was something
completely different. So I told myself she
got the role for a reason; I'm going to trust
it. That’s all I can do, is just trust it.

“And she has to know that if I don’t like
it, ’'m probably gonna snatch her up.”

Thankfully, Destiny passed Shields’ test
with flying colors, and punches. Destiny
plays the two-time gold-medal winner in
“The Fire Inside,” the story of Shields’ rise
from meager beginnings in Flint to Olym-
pic glory, which opened Christmas Day in
theaters stateside.

Shields’ approval wasn’t the only obsta-
cle the movie faced during its long journey
toward theaters. Filming originally com-
menced in March 2020, just days
before the COVID-19 pandemic
halted all Hollywood production.
During lockdown, the film was
bounced from Universal Stu-

dios’ slate and put into turnaround, and
Ice Cube, who was set to play Shields’
coach, Jason Crutchfield, exited the pro-
ject.

But like a fighter mounting a trium-
phant comeback, the film eventually land-
ed at Amazon MGM Studios and resumed
production, with Oscar nominee Brian
Tyree Henry (“Causeway”) in the trainer
role. “The Fire Inside” premiered in Sep-
tember at the Toronto International Film
Festival to solid reviews — it currently
carries a 95% “fresh” rating on movie
review aggregation site Rotten Tomatoes.

“Everything was perfect,” says Shields,
joining Destiny and the film’s director,
Rachel Morrison, for an interview in early
November.

“T’'ve watched the movie six times now,
maybe seven, and I cry the same way
every time. It’s one of those things where
it’s like, when you see it, you get up and
you’re like, ‘T’'m about to go win some s—.
I’m about to go tell my boss I quit; I'm
about to leave my day job,” she says. “It’s
one of those pick-me-ups, and I think
everyone in the world needs that. And I
feel like I’'m the perfect person, I'm the
perfect story, to give that.”

Flint Strong

“The Fire Inside” is not the first time
Shields’ story has been told on film; the
multiple world title holder
was also the subject of
2015’s “T-Rex: Her

Fight for Gold.” That documentary in-
spired Universal Pictures to acquire the
rights to Shields’ story for a big-screen
drama, with a script by “Moonlight” Oscar
winner Barry Jenkins.

In 2019, Morrison — the first woman to
be nominated for an Academy Award for
cinematography for her work on 2017’s
“Mudbound” — was hired to direct the
film, and Destiny, the 29-year-old singer
and actress who starred on Fox’s music
business drama “Star” for three seasons
from 2016 to 2019, won the role of the
boxer. It’s her biggest movie role to date.

“It’s crazy because it wasn’t like they
were searching for someone from Michi-
gan; that’s just how it happened,” says
Destiny, a West Bloomfield High School
graduate (she was Ryan Irons then; Desti-
ny is her middle name) who didn’t know
much about Shields’ story until she saw
the film’s script.

“I think it was meant to be that way,”
Destiny says. “It was very aligned and
really special to me. I feel like a lot of my
journey, personally, always tends to come
back home in some way, and I love when it
does. And I think it’s such an honor to able
to have those parallels.”

Filming on “The Fire Inside,” which
once carried the title “Flint Strong,” start-
ed on March 12, 2020, in Flint and was
shut down just a few days later when CO-
VID-19 hit. But some of that initial footage
survived the final cut of the movie, and
shows Shields (played as a youngster by

Jazmin Headley) jogging on the streets of
Flint. (When filming resumed in summer
2022, it was chiefly shot in Hamilton, On-
tario, which doubles for Michigan and
other locations.)

Shields trusted the filmmakers to tell
her story and stayed away from the pro-
duction during shooting.

“When I met with Rachel and I talked to
her, she was very excited about it, and I
was just like, ‘OK, go ahead,”” says
Shields, 29, who won Olympic gold in 2012
in London and 2016 in Rio de Janeiro. “I'm
a boxer. I’'m going to do my job. Rachel’s a
director, Barry Jenkins is a writer, Ryan
Destiny is an actress; I’'m not getting into
none of that.

“I’'m not going to cross those lines be-
cause that’s like if Rachel was going to
show me how to box. You can’t show me
how to box,” Shields says. “I’ve been doing
this for a long, long time, and it’s my busi-
ness. It’s my job. I actually live this, and I
don’t want to step on nobody’s toes and try
to mess her up or mess Ryan up. I feel like
if everybody would do their job it would
turn out great, and it did.”

Shields and Destiny didn’t meet in per-
son until after the movie was finished
shooting, at the actress’ birthday party in
Los Angeles in January 2024.

“It was crazy because she saw the film
right before that, and I was like, ‘if she
doesn’t like this, it’s going to be really
awkward,”” Destiny says. “So I'm really
glad she liked it.”

From left, boxer

Claressa Shields, star
Ryan Destiny and director
Rachel Morrison attend a
Nov. 10 community
screening of “The Fire
Inside” in Flint, Mich.

ScorT LEGaTO,
GETTY IMAGES/TNS
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Jharrel Jerome plays Anthony Robles, a champion wrestler born with only one leg, in “Unstoppable.”
At one point in the film, Jerome, as Robles, jokes that he chose wrestling because it was the only sport
where the other guy couldn’t run away from him.

‘Unstoppable’ resolve

Drama about champion wrestler Robles inspirational, although formulaic

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

nthony Robles’ story

seems almost tailor-

made for a Hollywood

film. Born with only
one leg, his right, he overcame
the prejudices of those around
him and his own physical limita-
tions to become a champion
wrestler.

Though coaches at the top
wrestling programs couldn’t see
his potential, he was undeterred,
coasting on his own determina-
tion and his mother Judy’s (Jen-
nifer Lopez) unwavering belief in
him.

The film version is aptly titled
“Unstoppable,” and it got a limit-
ed theatrical release before it
streams on Prime Video on Jan.
16. Directed by William Gold-
enberg, the Oscar-winning editor
of “Argo” making his feature
directorial debut, “Unstoppable”
has all the makings of a rousing
sports drama that’s sure to have
audiences cheering in theaters or
on their couches.

You’d have to be a certain kind
of grinch not to get swept up in
the hurdles and triumphs, espe-
cially with such a compelling
lead performance from Jharrel
Jerome. And yet for a story about
a guy who shattered expecta-
tions, the film itself is rather
conventional.

Eschewing the temptation to
tell his story from birth, “Un-
stoppable’s” arc begins at the
end of high school. He chose long
ago to not rely on a prosthetic
and is comfortable in his body.
His sport is wrestling, which he’ll
joke later that he chose because

Jennifer Lopez plays Robles’
mom, Judy, above, in the film.
Bobby Cannavale plays Robles’
toxic father, Rick.

it was the only one where the
other guy couldn’t run away from
him.

Though he’s winning at the
high school level, the exciting
college programs, like Iowa, are
not interested in taking a chance
on him. His best offer is a full
ride at Drexel in Philadelphia,
which everyone agrees is better
than walking on at one of the
better-known schools. But com-
plications on the home front
force his hand and soon enough
he’s walking on at Arizona State
University, trying to prove him-
self to a coach, Sean Charles
(Don Cheadle), who had already
advised him to go elsewhere.

Mom as eldest son’s biggest
cheerleader isn’t new, but Judy
has a lot going on. She had An-
thony at age 16 and, when we
meet up with the family, is mar-
ried and has four young children
with Rick (Bobby Cannavale), a
toxic husband and father who
goes long on the virtues of mak-
ing the right choices and being a
man and providing for his family
(which, spoiler, he doesn’t). It’s a

very one-note role for Cannavale,
just a shorthand villain who’s
always just around the corner
ready to ruin things, whether it’s
dinner or Anthony’s plans to
move across the country.

Regardless of how much this is
true, “Unstoppable” relies too
heavily on the clichés of a work-
ing-class domestic drama and
Rick’s vileness, which perhaps is
a little insulting to Judy’s experi-
ence. This is a woman who man-
aged to achieve incredible things
(revealed at the end) despite
being a single mother to five.
While Lopez is magnetic as al-
ways, it’s hard not to wonder
what this character might have
looked like if one of the three
credited screenwriters had been
a woman. Judy does get her own
arc and demonstrates her agency
in a mic drop kind of scene, but it
seems like a rather small mo-
ment to concentrate on once
you’ve learned what she went on
to accomplish.

The film is really best when it’s
about the sport, the impossible
training including a run up a
rocky hill that Anthony does on
his crutches, the matches and
Anthony’s relationships with his
coaches who become de facto
father figures for him. Michael
Pena, as his high school coach, is
particularly impactful in his
limited scenes, and Cheadle is
always a joy. But it’s ultimately
Jerome’s show, and a good one at
that. Let’s hope it’s the first of
many leading film roles for him.

“Unstoppable” is rated PG-13 for some strong
language and thematic material. Running time:
116 minutes. Now playing in select theaters and
streaming Jan. 16 on Prime Video.

‘The Fire Inside’ focuses
on boxer’s post-Olympic
journey and struggles

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

“The Fire Inside,” about boxer
Claressa “T-Rex” Shields, is not
your standard inspirational
sports drama, even if it feels like
it for the first half of the movie.

There’s the hopeless dream,
the difficult home life, the blight-
ed community, the devoted
coach, the training montages, the
setbacks and, against all odds,
the win. We’ve seen this kind of
story before, you might think,
and you’d be right. But then the
movie pulls the rug out from
under you: The victory is not the
end. “The Fire Inside,” directed
by Rachel Morrison and written
by Barry Jenkins, is as much
about what happens after the
win. It’s not always pretty or
inspirational, but it is truthful,
and important.

Sports dramas can be just as
cliché as fairy tales, with the gold
medal and beautiful wedding
presented as a happy ending. We
buy into it time and time again
for obvious reasons, but the idea
of a happy ending at all, or even
an ending, is almost exclusively
for the audience. We walk away
content that someone has found
true love or achieved that impos-
sible goal after all that work. For
the subject, however, it’s a differ-
ent proposition; life, and all its
mundanities, disappointments
and hardships, continues after
all. And in the world of sports,
that high moment often comes so
young that it might be easy to
look at the rest of the journey as a
disappointing comedown.

Shields, played by Ryan Desti-
ny in the film, was only 17 when
she went to the 2012 London
Olympics. Everything was
stacked against her, including
the statistics: No American wom-
an had ever won an Olympic gold
medal in the sport before. Her
opponents had years on her. She
was still navigating high school
in Flint, Mich., and things on the
home front were volatile and
lacking. Food was sometimes
scarce, as was consistent paren-
tal care. Her mother (Olunike
Adeliyi) even kicks her out of the
home at one point. But Claressa
has a savior on her side in the
form of her coach, Jason Crutch-
field, played by Brian Tyree
Henry, whose calming presence
signals to her and the audience
that she’s in good hands.

Coach Crutchfield is the one
who gives an 11-year-old Claressa
a shot in the first place and sticks
with her through everything. And
she can be a lot to handle, espe-
cially post-Olympics when reality
comes crashing down. She might
have a little more money and the

AmazoN MGM Stubios/AP
For many Olympic athletes like
Claressa Shields (Ryan Destiny)
in “The Fire Inside,” the glory is
short-lived. The film shows the
uglier sides of her journey.

pride of her hometown behind
her, but the sponsors are not
calling. The male athletes in that
2012 class seem to have skyrock-
eted to wealth, while she’s think-
ing about pawning her medal to
afford groceries and diapers for
her sister’s baby. And she’s not
handling it well, or at least how
people think a young woman
should handle such inequalities.
That titular fire inside is in dan-
ger of fizzling out before she’s
even reached 20, and she’s won-
dering what it was all for in the
first place.

This is the truth of so many
Olympic athletes, and profession-
als as well, that no one really
wants to talk about. That glory is
guaranteed to be short-lived,
probably without a multimillion-
dollar deal, and then you just
have to figure out what to do with
the rest of your life. There are
only so many commentator jobs
out there.

Morrison is a celebrated cine-
matographer known for “Black
Panther,” “Fruitvale Station” and
“Mudbound,” making her feature
debut as a director. And it’s a
promising one, full of beautiful
shots, unexpected choices and
rousing fights inside the ring,
anchored by a thoughtful, engag-
ing script and compelling lead
performances. “The Fire Inside”
isn’t afraid to show the uglier
sides of this journey, even if it
makes Claressa “unlikable” for a
moment.

It would have been easy to
focus just on Claressa’s achieve-
ments, which are ongoing with a
fight scheduled in Flint on Feb. 2
for the undisputed heavyweight
title against top-ranked conten-
der Danielle Perkins. But it is
infinitely more rewarding and
authentic to show the in-between
instead: Surviving that is the real
test, after all.

“The Fire Inside” is rated PG-13 for brief suggesti-
ve material, thematic elements and some strong
language. Running time: 109 minutes.
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Time, fame speeding up
for actor Ben Schwartz

The star of ‘Sonic the Hedgehog 3’ talks about Final Fantasy,

co-stars and the lost art of the $10 million to $25 million comedy |

By GENE PARK
The Washington Post

he animated movie “Sonic the Hedgehog 3” opened recent-
ly in theaters, and it’s a meaty, muscular action film with a
darker edge, introducing the vengeful Shadow, voiced by
Keanu Reeves. It’s also a three-peat for director Jeff Fowler
who, along with writers Pat Casey and Josh Miller, navigated the
challenge of turning a Saturday morning cartoon of a video game in-

to a blockbuster film franchise.

Another common thread: the boyish, high-register voice of Ben
Schwartz as the titular hero. The Bronx-born performer and Upright
Citizens Brigade alum was baptized in the fires of early internet
comedy. Now 43, the “Parks and Recreation” alum is working along-
side Reeves, Jim Carrey and Idris Elba starring as a hedgehog who
runs really fast. Last month, the Washington Post’s Gene Park sat
down with Schwartz to reflect on his career so far.

The Washington Post: I think “Sonic 3” was a bit
darker and more action-packed this time. What did
you think about that when you read the script?

Schwartz: I loved it. I knew that we were in-
troducing Shadow, and if you play the video games
and you played Sonic Adventure, you know what
Shadow’s backstory is. Because we’ve always been
faithful and true to the fans, the idea is that we have
to play that out, but we have to do it in the best way
we can with love and to make fans happy. And I
remember [thinking], God, if we can get Keanu
Reeves, this would be crazy!

I loved it because it kind of makes it that some of
the audience is growing up and maturing with our
movies, and we could hit themes that are a bit dark-
er, but also at the same time always having the light
and joy that Sonic brings.

We're both 43 years old. ... “Sonic 3” reminded
me of the classic comedies that we grew up with.
I'm just wondering about your take on how film and
comedy has evolved, because it’s very different
now.

Man, listen, I could talk to you about this forever.
I’'m someone who writes films for studios and
writes TV shows for networks, and I also act and
improvise. I am so sad that the $10 million to $25
million comedy doesn’t exist anymore. I grew up on
Steve Martin movies, Jim Carrey movies, Eddie
Murphy movies. The idea that we don’t really have
those anymore and they don’t really come out in
theaters, it breaks my heart. I'm hoping that as
things start shifting and it seems people are really
in the mood to laugh right now, I’'m hoping that we
start to get to make these. I just sold one with me
and Sam Rockwell attached. ...

I’'m trying to set some stuff up in places to do
those things exactly [like] you said, those movies I
fell in love with as a kid. Even like a “Three Ami-
gos,” you know what I mean? Just a goofy, fun mo-

vie that’s not very expensive to make with the fun-
niest people in front of a screen, give them a really
funny script and see what happens.

One thing I find fascinating about you is how you
are fascinated by the people you work with. You've
worked with Jim Carrey, Idris Elba and Keanu
freaking Reeves. Is that something you reflect on
— how these people are now in your orbit?

I used to be really bad at enjoying the moment. I
would always be thinking about my next thing with
my next movie. The first “Sonic” movie was the
first time when I allowed myself to just enjoy the
moment and look around.

We had a premiere in the United Kingdom a few
days ago, and it was the biggest premiere I've ever
been a part of. I look down the line and it was Jim
Carrey, who was my idol as a kid; Idris, who’s part
of one of the top five television shows ever made;
Keanu, who shaped my childhood and is one of the
best actors of all time. ... It wasn’t until I got home
afterward where I looked at pictures and I texted
Jeff, “Thank you for believing in me. We’ve grown
into this huge thing.”

Ireally try to take it in because I’'m very aware
how rare it is to have movies even come in cinemas
anymore, and to have them be hits? It’s crazy how
people care, and we found a beautiful audience. So
I’'m getting better at enjoying it.

Last question. | saw you’re a Final Fantasy fan. Is
there a character you'd like to play?

It’d be hard not to say Cloud [the hero of Final
Fantasy VII]. I’d love to play one of the old-school
black mages with the little hat and just the blue
gown. Or the gentleman — oh I guess I couldn’t do
a Louisiana accent — who throws cards, what’s his
name?

Setzer!

Yes! Setzer. An airship would be very fun. That
would make me very excited.

Ben Schwartz, shown at a Dec. 16 film premiere in Los Angeles, voices Sonic in “Sonic The Hedgehog 3.”

RICHARD SHOTWELL, INvISION/AP
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Western Norway
steep and deep

he term “rugged” is

putting it mildly when

it comes to 80% of Nor-

way. Historically, it was
a challenge to live here. That’s
why Vikings ventured south and
so many emigrants left for Amer-
ica.

But I find excuses to return to
Norway regularly. Three of my
grandparents grew up there, and
it can be a fun part of travel to
feel a kinship with people from
the land of your ancestors. In this
intensely scenic corner of Eu-
rope, the challenges presented by
nature have met the tough and
creative spirit of the Norwegian
people. The result: a fascinating
land well worth exploring.

I head for western Norway to
experience the best of the na-
tion’s natural beauty. Northern
Europe’s highest mountains are
here — in the region of Jotunhei-
men, which means “giant’s coun-
try.” This lofty national park
feels like the top of the world.
You can imagine the Norse spir-
its of Thor and Odin inhabiting
these misty peaks.

The country’s famously steep

mountains and deep fjords were
shaped by the glaciers that cov-
ered Scandinavia 10,000 years
ago. The distance from seabed to
mountaintop
around here is

. nearly 2 vertical

' miles.

At the glacier
called Nigards-
breen, the scale is
enormous. Cruis-
ing on a boat
across a pristine
lake to the glacier,
I felt dwarfed by blue cliffs of
ancient ice. Adventurous trav-
elers can lash on crampons and
follow a guide on a trek over the
ice and snow. While there are
more demanding Nigardsbreen
routes, I like to join a family hike
— just an hour, but enough to
bring me face to face with the
glacier’s majesty.

To get deep into the heart of
the fjords, sightseers ride tradi-
tional ferries or excursion boats.
The stunning scenery has every-
one on deck, cameras clicking.

From the heart of the Sognef-
jord a handy express boat quick-

Rick
Steves

In Bergen, Norway, old wooden warehouses line the historic Hanseatic wharf of Bryggen.

ly gets travelers to Bergen, the
biggest city in the west of Nor-
way. Just one sheltering island
away from the open sea, Bergen
has long been a safe port of call.

The urban heart of colorful
Bergen has a thriving personality
all its own. After a week in this
expensive country, 'm com-
fortable with the notion that,
here, beer is wine ($10 a glass).
Busy with business travelers and
popular with tourists, Bergen’s
hotels spike up and down with
the demand. (It pays to check
hotel websites for deals.)

Back in the 13th century, Ber-
gen was Norway’s capital, but the

city has few visible hints of its
historical importance. For most
of its past, Norway was extreme-
ly humble. As the wealthier parts
of Europe were building grand
churches and castles of stone,
Norway built with wood, and
little survives from centuries
past. Bergen has burned down
and been rebuilt several times.
In the touristy wharf area,
called Bryggen, creaky wooden
warehouses lean across cobbled
alleys. This was the historic trad-
ing center. A medieval boom-
town, Bergen was a member of
the mighty Hanseatic League, an
alliance of seafaring merchants.

The Hanseatic Museum, on the
edge of the wharf, helps bring to
life the salty economy that made
Bergen prosper. It was all about
the fish. Today, the bustling fish
market at the harbor has a sea-
food circus of eateries.

In the last century, Bergen was
a launching point for countless
adventurers headed to the New
World. Today’s residents of the
New World now head to Norway
to discover a prosperous, con-
tented and beautiful country.

This article is used with the permission of Rick
Steves’ Europe (www.ricksteves.com). Rick
Steves writes European guidebooks, hosts travel
shows on public TV and radio and organizes
European tours.

Epiphany keeps events

Christmas has come and gone, but celebrations related
to Christ’s birth aren’t over just yet. In many parts of
Europe, Epiphany, or Three Kings Day, is cause for ex-
citement, particularly among children, who will be hop-
ing for presents arriving by special means of delivery.

Italy: The religious feast of the Epiphany on Jan. 6 is a
public holiday and the day of a folkloric tradition that fills
children with wonder and delight. According to one ver-
sion of the legend, as the Three Wise Men were making
their way toward Bethlehem, they encountered an old
woman, whom they invited to accompany
them on their journey to the site of Jesus’
birth. As she was too busy with her house-
work, she refused to come along, but soon
regretted having turned down the opportu-
nity. As she searched in vain for the baby
of whom the Wise Men had spoken, she
gave away the presents she’d prepared to
other children instead. Throughout Italy,
children leave out stockings on the night of
Jan. 5, in hopes that La Befana, traveling
upon her broom, will reward them with toys and treats. A
number of other activities are held to mark the day.

In Rome, Piazza Navona serves as one of the central
gathering points on Jan. 6. Here, on the last day of the
Christmas market that bears her name, families and
friends will gather for one last round of seasonal treats
and holiday cheer, and Befana herself will make an ap-
pearance. Also on the day, “Viva La Befana” sees a histor-
ical parade begin at 10 a.m. along the Via della Concilia-
zione. Musicians, majorettes, flag-wavers and other fig-
ures clad in historical costume are accompanied by hors-
es and animals associated with the nativity scene. The
spectacle concludes in St. Peter’s Square, where Pope
Francis presides over the midday Angelus benediction.
After the Angelus, the three Magi present their symbolic
gifts to the pope. Online: tinyurl.com/S9zv9ayh

Karen
Bradbury
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In Barcelona, the Magi arrive at port aboard a ship as part
of Spain’s Three Kings Day festivities.

Venice celebrates La Befana on its waterfront. On the
morning of Jan. 6, members of the city’s oldest rowing
club, the Bucintoro, don witches’ costumes before taking
part in a regatta. The waterborne procession of partici-
pants arrives at the Rialto Bridge, from which dangles a
gigantic stocking, at 10:30 a.m., and the races get un-
derway shortly thereafter. Online: tinyurl.com/24v77cns

One Italian town is as closely associated with La Befana
as the North Pole is with Santa Claus. Urbania, in the
northern Marche region in the province of Pesaro-Urbi-
no, is the site of a celebration for all ages. The thousands
of stockings hung about town create the perfect backdrop
for dancing witches and a pair of particularly acrobatic
ones displaying their high-wire skills from the bell tower.
Street theater and stands serving regional fare complete
the festive atmosphere of “Befana World.” Festivities
take place Jan. 3-6. Adult entry costs 6 euros; children
under 10 are free. Online: festadellabefana.com

excntement rolhng across Continent

Until recently, Verona had celebrated Jan. 6 with a
ceremony known as “rogo della vecia,” or burning of the
old woman, which involved setting alight an effigy. The
revamped celebration still sees the procession of the
Magi, albeit without the live animals of yore, as well as
fire and magic shows, circus acts, a singalong concert and
projections on the Palazzo Barbieri. Festivities kick off at
4 p.m. Online: tinyurl.com/4uny7xup

Spain: Three Kings Day is marked in cities and towns
across Spain with parades held on Jan. S. Processions
known as “cabalgatas,” or cavalcades, mark the arrival of
the Three Kings, who instead of gold, frankincense and
myrrh, pass out trinkets or candy to children. Places with
notable parades include the city of Alcoy, in Alicante,
believed to be the country’s oldest of its ilk. More than
1,000 marchers, from musicians to dancers to torch bear-
ers, take part. In Barcelona, the Three Kings generally
arrive in Port Vell by boat in the late afternoon. Madrid’s
parade is made up of some 2,000 participants and tradi-
tionally concludes with fireworks in front of the Palacio
de Cibeles. Seville’s procession is known for its fantastic
floats as well as its duration, beginning at 4:30 p.m. and
concluding around 10 p.m. Online: tinyurl.com/bkcfdtzn

Germany: For more than S0 years, it’s been tradition in
Garmisch-Partenkirchen to mark Three Kings Day with
the holding of “Hornschlittenrennen,” downhill racing on
an old-fashioned style of wooden sledge. The sleds, built
specifically for the races, are similar to those traditionally
used in the Alps to bring down hay and firewood. The
brave racers compete in teams of four and achieve speeds
of up to 100 km. Spills are commonplace, but the threat of
injury doesn’t seem to discourage competitors. Only a
lack of snow on the track would put the brakes to this
event slated to take place near the Olympic Ski Stadium
on Jan. 6 at 12:30 p.m. The spectator fees are 10 euros for
adults, S euros for ages 13-18 and free for 12 and under.
Online: hornschlitten.de
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PHoTos BY ALESSANDRO PENso/For The Washington Post

One of the jubilee projects is a walkway from the papal fortress of Castel Sant’Angelo to St. Peter’s Square. By eliminating cars from Piazza Pia, the $82 million redevelopment will
allow a free flow of pedestrians from the papal fortress to the Via della Conciliazione leading to the square.

A double-edged sword

Jubilee a mixed blessing for Rome, which is getting a face-lift and
massive economic boost, but has become a giant construction zone

By ANTHONY FATOLA
AND STEFANO PITRELLI
The Washington Post
Romans are gesticulating in
overdrive and griping in snarled

traffic as the Eternal City over-
hauls piazzas, fountains, bridges
and tunnels. Even more are rant-
ing about surging rents and
greedy landlords poised to cash
in on a coming tsunami of tour-
ists.

On Christmas Eve, Pope Fran-
cis symbolically opened the
sealed Holy Door of St. Peter’s
Basilica from his wheelchair,
inaugurating a jubilee year that
is expected to draw a whopping
32 million visitors to Rome — 10
million more than this year’s
record high.

Jubilees are a Catholic Church
tradition dating to 1300. They are
considered a time for reconcil-
iation and renewal. Catholics

who visit designated sacred sites
and engage in redemptive activ-
ities can obtain a jubilee indul-
gence — a sort of spiritual deep
cleaning and megapardon for
earthly sins.

For many Romans, though, this
jubilee feels like a mixed bless-
ing. It is set to give a massive
boost to the tourism industry, a
pillar of the Roman economy. It
has also helped motivate Rome’s
biggest face-lift since the 1960
Olympic Games. With $5 billion
worth of projects funded by the
national government, the city is
transforming in ways that will
outlast the pilgrims.

But the coming jubilee has left
Romans living amid a giant con-
struction site, and has once again
highlighted the double-edged
sword of tourism.

The Spanish Steps are already
overcrowded. Officials have been

talking about how to limit the
number of visitors at the Trevi
Fountain. What happens when
millions more people pour in?

From his office overlooking the
Roman Forum, a gathering place
for centuries, Mayor Roberto
Gualtieri said that he under-
stands the grumbling about the
jubilee but that it is an unavoid-
able fact of Roman life every 25
years.

“It’s not like ‘Oh, the mayor,
the bloody mayor, decided to
have a jubilee.” We cannot say
‘No, we don’t want it,”” he said.
Romans “of course are not hap-
Dy, because it’s inconvenient. But
they are also happy ... they know
we are transforming the city.”

No project is more dramatic
than the elimination of cars from
Piazza Pia. The $82 million rede-
velopment will allow a free flow
of pedestrians from the papal
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Jubilee construction is underway in the Borgo Pio neighborhood near
Vatican City. The jubilee year was inaugurated by Pope Francis on
Christmas Eve when he symbolically opened the sealed Holy Door of

St. Peter’s Basilica.

fortress of Castel Sant’Angelo to
the Via della Conciliazione lead-
ing to St. Peter’s Square. In a city
of archaeological treasures, exca-
vation work unearthed the an-
cient portico and remains of
Emperor Caligula’s garden.

To the chagrin of some Ro-
mans and the delight of others,
the jubilee arrives as a city of
ancient glory is having a modern
moment. TikTok revealed how

often men think about the ancient
Roman Empire. Ridley Scott
recently fetishized Rome, again,
with his “Gladiator” sequel. Even
Emily in Paris ditched the City of
Lights for the Seven Hills by the
Tiber.

In 2025, she will be joined by
millions of Catholics from around
the world. They will begin to

SEE JUBILEE ON PAGE 21
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Jubilee: The Holy Year also
vexing for renters, homeless

FROM PAGE 20

arrive amid a trademark dose of
Roman chaos and controversy.
Up-in-arms activists are hacking
Airbnb drop boxes off apartment
entranceways. In a Holy Year
meant to honor the less fortunate,
activists have also criticized the
clearing of a migrant camp at the
city’s main train station.

“Now with the jubilee, they
want the dust under the bed,”
said Gianluca Puricelli, who
works with Binario 95, a group
aiding the homeless near Termi-
ni station and other parts of
Rome. “I don’t like this. Look,
I'm Christian ... but when I see
big chains of gold or [religious
robes] worth thousands and
thousands of euros, I don’t
know.”

The denizens of Rome are
bemoaning the Disneyfication of
their city — epitomized by the
plan for aspiring gladiators to go
mano a mano for the first time in
2,000 years in mock Colosseum
fights sponsored by Airbnb.

Even the reverent Vatican is
inaugurating an Epcot-like expe-
rience, in partnership with Mi-
crosoft. Buzzing drones mapped
St. Peter’s Basilica, capturing
400,000 images. Artificial in-
telligence then processed the
data into a big-screen 3D ad-
venture that tracks the church’s
evolution from swampland to
architectural masterpiece, allow-
ing visitors to glimpse minute
details — including spider nests
inside the basilica’s soaring
dome.

Asked what message he had
for jubilee-weary Romans, Arch-
bishop Rino Fisichella, the Vat-
ican’s point man on the jubilee,
appealed for patience, reminding
residents why many of Rome’s
glories were built.

“The Sistine Chapel was built
for a jubilee,” Fisichella said. “If
you go anywhere in Rome, you
will see many things have been
realized for the coming of a jubi-
lee.”

Cardinal Mauro Gambetti, the
cleric in charge of St. Peter’s,
said separately: “This jubilee is a
chance, not only for financial
gain, but also for fraternity.”

For the Holy See, the jubilee
should indeed amount to a wind-
fall. The Vatican could begin to
plug a gaping budget deficit
through museum revenue, dona-
tions, purchased papal blessings
and pilgrimage stays in monaste-
ries, convents and Catholic hos-
tels.

“A [full] year of charity and
fundraising events — that’s mon-
ey rolling in,” said Giovanni Di
Bartolomeo, an economist at
Sapienza University of Rome.

Italy largely picks up the bill.
But it should recoup its jubilee
investment through tourist
spending on hotels, restaurants,
shopping and entertainment, said
Michele Costabile, a marketing
professor at Luiss University
who has studied the topic. Pil-
grims tend to have shallower
pockets, but such vast visitor
numbers are still projected to
inject more than $10 billion into
the local economy.

At least one jubilee event — a
proposed “Gay Day” — has
sparked controversy. At the re-
quest of a Florence-based group,
the Vatican added a special pil-
grimage for LGBTQ+ Catholics
and their families to the official
2025 calendar. After the event
was made public last month,
however, it was quickly removed.
Fisichella said not enough details
had been provided by the group
about its plans.

Soon after, the same event
reappeared in the same Sept. 6
slot. A person familiar with the
back and forth between orga-
nizers and the Vatican said the
event seemed to have been taken
down after articles in Catholic
media created internal pressure.
It was restored after further
details were provided and Vat-
ican “higher ups” offered sup-
port.

“The pope’s [inclusive mes-
sage] and ‘who am I to judge’
worKk is helping change things
around in the church as an in-
stitution, regardless of the resis-
tance it meets,” said the person,
who spoke on the condition of
anonymity to comment on in-
ternal discussions.

In late October, the Vatican
introduced a mascot for the holy
year — Luce, a blue-haired, man-
ga-inspired young pilgrim
“meant to reflect pop culture.”
Italian outlets had a field day,
and traditionalist blogs were
incensed, upon learning that the
work of the same designer —
Simone Legno — had previously
appeared on sex toys and apparel
celebrating gay pride.

But the biggest complaints
have been about the construction
and the crowds. Alessandro
Gassmann, a director and actor,
said he pulled the mayor aside
during the Christmas tree light-
ing at the Spanish Steps.

PHoTos BY ALESSANDRO PENso/For The Washington Post

A woman combs her hair near the migrant camp tents at Rome’s Termini train station on Dec. 11. Officials
have been trying to clear the tents away from the station ahead of the jubilee, a move being criticized by
activists since the Holy Year is meant to honor the less fortunate.

“I relayed to him what I’'ve
been hearing from people. ...
They’re quite [angry]. The traf-
fic, the hundreds of ongoing
construction sites.”

As for the coming influx of
visitors, he said, “We’re all very
concerned.”

Some projects were wrapping
up just in time for the jubilee’s
start. For instance, after three
months of grousing by tourists on
social media about the Trevi
Fountain being outfitted with an
almost comically small pool for
coin tosses as it underwent re-
pairs, the refurbished landmark
reopened Dec. 22.

Authorities knew for years that
the jubilee was coming — so
why, critics ask, did the city not
postpone nonessential projects
until after it was over?

The mayor said talk of projects
being behind schedule is over-
blown. Some jubilee projects, he
said, are converging with others
as a result of pandemic-related
delays. Patience, he said, will be
rewarded with a radical trans-
formation that will forever
change one of the world’s most
iconic metropolises.

“This will be a different city,”
he said.

Despite the griping, Romans
have a reputation for being
among the most welcoming hosts
in Europe, in part because so
many jobs in the historic center
depend on tourism.

“Thank God they’re coming!”
said David Sermoneta, 62, a store
owner and head of the Piazza di
Spagna business association — in

In partnership with Microsoft, St. Peter’s Basilica has also been

S

digitized. Drones buzzed through, capturing 400,000 images.
Artificial intelligence then processed the data into a big-screen 3D
adventure that tracks the church’s evolution.

a part of Rome lined with shops
selling luxury goods.

“Sure, you’ll get pilgrims. But
you’ll also get the very rich ones,
t00,” he said.

For average Romans, nothing
has been more vexing than the
worsening of a housing crunch —
one so bad that the pope has
ordered local parishes to shelter
Roman families left homeless
from jubilee-year rent hikes.

Rents in Rome have rocketed
in recent years, coinciding with a
surge in short-term rentals.
There are now about 30,000
short-term listings in the Rome
market, up 26% since 2021, ac-
cording to real estate site immo-
biliare.it.

Jubilee demand, experts say, is
worsening that problem — with

rents per square foot increasing
in October by 10% compared
with those of the same month last
year. Robert Viviani, a graduate
student living in Rome’s Pigneto
district, east of the Colosseum,
felt that firsthand when his land-
lord abruptly informed him that
he would not renew his lease.

“He was up-front about the
reason why — Airbnb,” Viviani
said as he joined a group of pro-
testers covering short-rental
lockboxes with stickers reading,
“Your Airbnb is our eviction.”

“The jubilee was coming, and a
company offered him a lot more
money to use the apartment for
short-term rentals,” Viviani said.
“T asked him how much, and he
said it was so high that he was too
ashamed to tell me.”

“The Sistine Chapel was built for a jubilee. If you go anywhere in Rome, you will see
many things have been realized for the coming of a jubilee.”

Archbishop Rino Fisichella, the Vatican’s point man on the jubilee

speaking to jubilee-weary Romans
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A hole different

kind of mini golf

Schwartzlichthelden in Mainz, Germany,
sheds black light on a classic pastime

By BRADLEY LATHAM
Stars and Stripes
ith the temper-
atures dropping, I
had been looking
for an indoor activ-
ity near Wiesbaden, Germany,
that my teenage son and I could
enjoy as his birthday ap-
proached.

We found what we were look-
ing for at Schwartzlichthelden
Minigolf outside Mainz’s old
town. The place’s name means
“black light heroes,” hinting at
the twist we would get from our
first German miniature golf ex-
perience.

The place is easy to miss. As
we drove up on a recent Sunday
evening, my son and I realized
we had driven by several times
in the past year without realizing
what it is.

Since we arrived about 10
minutes before our scheduled tee
time, we ordered drinks to tide
us over. Once we were ready, the
desk attendant handed us our
scorecard, two pairs of 3D glass-
es and — much to my confusion
— only one ball and club.

I was also a bit puzzled be-
cause the “scorecard” was just a
blank piece of paper on a clip-
board.

She explained the course rules,
clarifying that a group shares the
ball and putter, playing the hole
in turn with a six-stroke limit per
person, per hole. She added that
the scorecard would make sense
when we got on the course.

We donned our glasses and
stepped into a neon landscape.
As I looked down at the score-
card, the chart illuminated under
the black light.

The walls were painted with
city landscapes, superheroes and
mutant monsters. The subject
matter was a bit kitschy, with my
son describing it as an “uncanny
mashup of generic-brand Marvel
and DC characters.” I thought
the graffiti-style artwork was
well done and on theme.

I’d presumed that the use of
only one ball and putter per
group would cause congestion on
the 18-hole course, but thankfully
the other groups playing ahead of
us were also mostly pairs, with
one group of four being the ex-
ception.

I could see, though, how traffic
might pile up on the course if
players get behind a larger group
or one with younger kids.

Schwartzlichthelden
Minigolf

Address: Holzstrasse 24, Mainz,
Germany

Hours: Monday through Thursday,
2-10 p.m.; Friday, 2 p.m.-midnight;
Saturday, 10 a.m.-midnight; Sunday,
10 a.m.-10 p.m.

Prices: Adults, 13 euros; students, 12
euros; kids up to age b, free; drinks
range from 2.50 euros to 5 euros.
Information: +49 61314929275,
info@schwarzlichthelden.de,
www.schwarzlichthelden.de/
schwarzlicht-minigolf-mainz

Bradley Latham

There were a couple of short
downtimes for us during the first
few holes, but those pauses al-
lowed us to examine the artwork
and 3D effects that surrounded
us.

The lights and paint created
entertaining illusions that played
with my depth perception. Al-
though the holes were small and
appeared simple in design, they
were deceptively challenging.

By the third hole, I was ques-
tioning my senses, as the paint
and visual effects created false
corners and barricades on the
course.

More than once, I used my
putter to tap on some barriers
and obstacles to help me deter-
mine whether they were real or
illusion. The 3D glasses added an
extra layer of difficulty as well.

The hard, smooth floor was
quite a contrast from the artifi-
cial turf or carpeting at most
mini-golf courses I've played. It
made for some faster speed on
putts that took a few strokes to
adjust to.

My son said that while he had
fun, it was the most difficult
course he could remember play-
ing, and I’'m inclined to agree
with him. I don’t think we were
alone feeling that way, either, as
I heard a few exasperated shouts
of the German word for “impos-
sible” ring out.

The current course record is
an impressive 25 strokes. Neither
of us was anywhere close to that
score.

While I fared a bit better than
my son, I took the maximum
score on three of the holes and
managed two strokes on only one
hole. The prized hole-in-one
eluded us both on this outing,
which involved a little over an
hour of playing time.

Scwartzlichthelden isn’t a

PHoTos By BRADLEY LATHAM/Stars and Stripes

The sixth hole at Schwartzlichthelden Minigolf in Mainz, Germany, requires players to hit the ball through a

small window on a ramp. Many of the course’s 18 holes appear simple in design but are deceptively

challenging. The place’s name alludes to its black lights and murals.

—

Schwartzlichthelden Minigolf
scorecards initially appear blank,
but under black light, they
become visible. Each person is
has a six-stroke limit per hole.

place I would likely visit more
than a couple of times a year, but
it is entertaining and makes for a
fun date night or occasional fam-
ily outing.

We made online reservations
in advance. The website was easy
to navigate despite being in Ger-
man. Although customers don’t
have to make a reservation, that’s
the best way to guarantee a play
time.

As far as price, it is a bit more
than what I would consider great
value. That said, the 2-euro dis-
count coupons we received for a
future visit might entice me to
return in search of a better score.

latham.bradley@stripes.com
@BradlLat24

The neon spray-painted murals at Schwartzlichthelden Minigolf in
Mainz depict battles between superheroes and monsters.
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The 3D glasses combined with paint and lighting effects at
Schwartzlichthelden Minigolf in Mainz create illusions of false
boundaries and obstacles on many holes of the course.
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PHoTos BY ALIsoN BATH/Stars and Stripes

The order counter at All’antico Vinaio panini shop in Naples, Italy, displays a variety of condiments,
including pistachio, roasted potato and truffle creams, and other toppings available for sandwiches.

The cure for boring lunch

Panini chain All'antico Vinaio has varied menu, helpful staff in Naples

By ALisoN BaTH
Stars and Stripes
ne of the best ways to
get a taste of Naples
can be found in a visit
to a local salumeria.

The neighborhood delicates-
sens stock prosciutto, ham and
Italy’s much better answer to
American bologna — mortadella
— among other cured meats.

You can also find a vast selec-
tion of local cheeses, including
fresh buffalo mozzarella, burrata
and provolone.

And while it’s usually not dis-
played on a menu, if you ask, a
salumeria owner will make you a
panini, or sandwich, on local
bread from meats and cheese
freshly cut as you wait.

It’s a culinary experience that
should top any foodie’s to-do list.
Sadly, the options are limited for
vegetarians and vegans.

That fact and a yen for a panini
other than the tomato, mozzarella
and basil version typically of-
fered at salumerias led me to
All’antico Vinaio.

The Florence, Italy-based
panini maker with worldwide
locations, including in New York
and Dubai, offers a variety of
sandwiches on tasty focaccia,
including three specifically tai-
lored for those who don’t eat
meat, and another for vegans.

On a recent, early Sunday
afternoon, a friend and I visited
the shop’s location in Naples’
Centro Storico neighborhood, not
far from the University of Naples

stracciatella cheese and chopped pistachios and the vegetarian No. 3
with roasted spicy eggplant, smoked provola cheese and roasted
potato cream but no customary truffle cream.

Frederico II. Reminiscent of
chain sandwich makers in the
U.S., its counter displays an ar-
ray of condiments and toppings
available for panini.

But that’s where the similarity
ends. You won’t find mayonnaise,
mustard or vinegar and oil here.
There also isn’t any shredded
iceberg lettuce or pickled jalape-
fo peppers.

Instead, a case displays pis-
tachio, onion, roasted potato,
truffle and other creams used to
complement the meat and
cheese. Roasted eggplant and
zucchini, along with arugula,
sun-dried tomatoes and a spicy
pork sausage spread also are
among the offerings.

Diners choose their sandwich

from a large menu featured on an
adjacent wall that also is avail-
able by QR code.

Offerings range from classics,
such as the San Marco with ham,
Gorgonzola, truffle cream and
fresh tomato to seasonal offer-
ings like The Tasty with rolled
pancetta, taleggio cheese and
pumpkin cream.

There even are American
favorites such as a pastrami
sandwich and a smoked turkey,
mozzarella, tomato and avocado
version called the Venice Beach.

Vegans can opt for focaccia
with hummus, sun-dried toma-
toes, zucchini and eggplant.

Prices range from eight to 14
euros, but the paninis are large
and could easily feed two people

The Naples location of All’antico Vinaio is in the Centro Storico

neighborhood, not far from the University of Naples Frederico Il. The
Florence, Italy-based panini maker has other locations worldwide,

including in New York and Dubai.

Panini makers quickly assemble a variety of sandwiches available at

R T

AlPantico Vinaio in Naples, wrapping them up for easy on-the-go
noshing; you can also eat them in an adjacent dining room.

with smaller appetites.

On our visit, my meat-eating
companion settled on one of
All’antico Vinaio’s more popular
paninis, the Paradise with morta-
della, pistachio cream, straccia-
tella cheese and chopped pis-
tachios.

Originating from Bologna,
Italy, mortadella is made of
ground pork, spices and pis-
tachios. It also includes pork
chunks. Depending on the region,
the recipe will vary. For exam-
ple, myrtle berries, cloves or
other ingredients can be added to
mortadella, which has a smooth
texture.

My friend’s sandwich came
generously loaded with meat
expertly garnished with the pis-
tachio cream and stracciatella, a
creamy version of mozzarella
that has been torn as part of the
stretching process.

The combination along with a
crispy but not hard, lightly salted
focaccia created “the perfect
mouthful in every bite,” she said.

I chose the vegetarian No. 3,
roasted spicy eggplant, smoked
provola cheese, roasted potato
cream and truffle cream.

I’'m not a fan of truffles and
asked the panini maker to leave
it off, which he did with no hes-
itation.

In fact, diners can individual-

AFTER
HOURS
ITALY
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All’antico Vinaio

Address: Corso Umberto I, 28, Naples
Hours: Open daily from 10 a.m.-10
p.m.

Prices: 8-14 euros for panini; 2-5
euros for water, soft drinks, beer and
wine; 18 euros for red or white wine
by the bottle

Information: allanticovinaio.com

Alison Bath

ize their sandwich, adding top-
pings or condiments for a little as
S0 cents to 3 euros extra.

The sandwich came stuffed
with eggplant with just the right
amount of heat and nicely ac-
cented by the smoked provola
and potato cream.

I’'m embarrassed to say I ate
every bit, and wondered what
vegetarian offering I would try
next time.

All’antico Vinaio doesn’t offer
the cultural experience of a visit
to an Italian deli, but its imag-
inative menu and quick, accom-
modating service make it worth a
visit.

bath.alison@stripes.com
@alisonbath_
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Tips to keep

Include your older kids in planning,
consider traveling with friends and
sometimes simply leave them alone

By HoLLY JOHNSON
TravelPulse

You planned the perfect vacation
for your entire family, and your
teenagers were more than happy to
put their lives on hold to come along.
But now that you’re a few days into
your trip, they’re acting uninterested
and staring at their phones for hours

on end.

That last part is bad enough on its
own, but their whole attitude is just

Killing the family vibe.

This is just the reality of traveling
with teens, at least for a few hours
here and there. I have certainly dealt
with teen attitudes while traveling
with my two girls, who are ages 13
and 1S. They’re pretty good most of
the time, but we’ve definitely had
unsavory moments during our
travels with them to more than 40
countries over the past 10 years.

Fortunately, there are some moves
to make that help keep hormones
and bad teen attitudes at bay on

[

vacation. Here are some of the tips 1
use to keep my teens happy as we

travel around the world.

Resist the urge to overplan

It’s easy to avoid planning too much
when you’re visiting an all-inclusive resort
or renting a beach villa, whereas you may
be tempted to plan a bunch of activities if
you’re opting for a sightseeing trip some-
where new.

With my teenagers, I have found they’re
fairly eager to do one big “activity” every
day, whether it’s a hike through the moun-
tains or a guided tour of a popular mu-
seum. However, they get crabby when we
try to see or do too much in a single day
and they don’t get any downtime.

With that in mind, I try to plan one big
family event each day for each trip we
take to a sightseeing destination. I fill the
rest of the time with activities for myself
and my husband only, and I leave plenty
of free time on the agenda each day.

Leave them alone

This brings me to my next tip — leaving
them alone. My husband and I tend to let
our kids stay in our vacation rental alone
for at least a few hours per day, whether
it’s during the evening while we dine or
during the day while we sightsee or get
some fresh air.

teens h

2 d

.

o T

appy on vacation

DREAMSTIME/TNS

Teenagers may be much happier on vacation when they get some “wins” throughout the trip.

Giving kids some alone time (and
screen time) gives them space to disen-
gage and relax while preserving the rest of
their mental energy for family time. Of
course, you need to be comfortable leaving
your teens alone for several hours at a
time for this tip to work, and we all know
this is perfectly fine for some teenagers
and not others.

Lean into teenage interests

We also let our kids get involved in the
planning process, usually by asking what
they want to do in destinations we’re plan-
ning to visit. When we travel to Europe,
for example, we ask them about art they
want to see, museums they want to ex-
plore or historical sites they may have
learned about in school that should be on
our radar.

When we take a warm-weather trip, like
visiting an all-inclusive resort or going on
a cruise, we ask about the excursions they
want to do and try to get them excited
about the journey and destinations they’re
visiting.

Say ‘yes’ every day

I have also found that teenagers are

much happier on vacation when they get

some “wins” under their belt throughout
the trip. For us, that happens when we
(their parents) say “yes” to a few things
they want every day, whether it’s a stop
for gelato, a new shirt or a pair of earrings
from a local store.

We don’t say “yes” to everything since
that would derail our family travel budget
in a hurry. However, saying “yes” here
and there keeps them happy for longer
periods, and that lets my husband and I
enjoy the trip for that much longer.

Do something they love

Also consider planning a trip around
something your kids love, whether it’s a
sporting event, a concert or a show. In our
family, for example, we have traveled for
concerts to see artists like Noah Kahan
and The Lumineers (my teenager’s favo-
rites).

We also planned an entire trip around a
Harry Styles concert in New York City
once, then used the opportunity to see
Broadway shows and check off some other
sightseeing boxes while we were there.
When we were in Italy for fall break this
year, we surprised the kids with a day of
riding coasters at one of the country’s
biggest theme parks, Gardaland.

Also in this vein, my kids just love cruis-
es to the Caribbean where everyone gets
off and on the ship in the same place (un-
like in Europe and other destinations
where there are multiple points for em-
barkation).

Having the same people on the ship for
the entire cruise makes it so much easier
for them to make friends during the trip,
and they love going to the onboard teen
clubs and forging connections with other
kids.

Travel with friends

Finally, consider the prospect of plan-
ning a trip with family or friends. This can
work especially well if you book a trip
with another family that has adults and
teenagers of their own, as long as every-
one gets along.

We have done this several times in the
past, both for all-inclusive resort trips and
cruises and both times we traveled with
other families where we were friends with
the parents and the kids got along. It’s
always nice to give your teens some built-
in friends to hang out with on vacation
provided you know another family with a
similar travel style and travel budget to
work with.
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HOTOS BY Luis GARcia/Stars and Stripes
La Casa Del Mexicano’s chompi con queso is a fajita-style dish of mushrooms, bell peppers and cheese.

Mexican restaurant La Casa Del Mexicano is located in the Songtan
entertainment district of Pyeongtaek, near Osan Air Base.

Quesabirrias are quesédilla-style tacos filled with tender birria meat
and melted cheese and served with birria broth dip.

Variety, authenticity at Mexican eatery

La Casa Del Mexicano near Osan Air Base combines familiar flavors, unique offerings and cozy ambiance

By Luis Garcia
Stars and Stripes
a Casa Del Mexicano, nestled in the
Songtan entertainment district near
Osan Air Base, is as close to a Mex-
ican eatery transplanted to South
Korea as you can get.

The interior is warm and inviting, with a
mix of traditional Mexican décor and an
American influence. It’s a comfortable spot
for a meal, whether you’re a local or stationed
nearby.

Like its counterparts in America, this Mex-
ican restaurant offers a wide variety of dish-
es, from quesadillas, burritos and tacos to
more elaborate dishes like various styles of
fajitas, tostadas, mole and much more.

For the main course, I tried the chompi con
queso, a fajita-style dish served sizzling on a

cast-iron plate. The dish combines mush-
rooms, bell peppers and cheese, creating a
harmonious mix of textures and flavors. It
was accompanied by rice, beans and flour
tortillas on the side. The tortillas made it easy
to craft your own tacos, adding a personal
touch to the meal. The price came to 22,000
won, or about $15.

Another standout on the menu is a recent
addition, quesabirrias, a dish that’s gained
massive popularity in the U.S. These quesa-
dilla-style tacos, filled with tender birria
meat and melted cheese, are served with four
portions and accompanied by a flavorful
birria broth dip.

It’s a satisfying and hearty option for those
craving indulgence, although a little pricey at
22,000 won, or about $15. Still, it’s a great
option among the wide selection of dishes.

The selection of drinks at La Casa Del
Mexicano is impressive. From Mexican beers
and tequilas to Korea’s favorite soju, there’s
something for every preference.

If you’re opting for nonalcoholic options,
the restaurant offers the usual sodas along-
side Mexican Jarritos sodas and traditional
drinks like Jamaica and horchata. These
beverages pair wonderfully with the bold
flavors on the menu.

In short, La Casa Del Mexicano is a great
place to indulge in Mexican-inspired comfort
food with a familiar American twist. Its mix
of familiar favorites and unique offerings,
combined with a cozy ambiance, makes it a
solid choice for anyone craving a taste of
Mexico near Osan.

garcia.luis@stripes.com
@LGarcia_Stripes

AFTER
HOURS
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La Casa Del Mexicano

Directions: 18 Shopping-ro,
Pyeongtaek-si, Gyeonggi-do, South
Korea, a five-minute walk down the
Songtan Entertainment District from
Osan Air Base's walk-in gate.

Hours: Open daily, 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
Prices: Entrees range from 8,000 to
25,000 won, or $5.50 to $17; drinks
range from 5,000 to 22,000 won.
Dress: Casual

Contact: Phone: 031-668-8259

Luis Garcia
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letter” to the customers who “gave the love back.”

A collage of staff, cl;stomers and friends at Bitter & Esters.

By CoUuRTNEY ISEMAN
The Washington Post
n the first Thursday in
October, the only
home brew supply
shop in New York City
held its final home brew swap.
John LaPolla, who owned Bitter
& Esters with business partner
Douglas Amport since 2011, said
the event was “a love letter to our
customers, and they gave the
love back. It was just a giant mix
of appreciation and sadness.”
Ten days later, at 5:59 p.m. on
the shop’s last day of operation,
one of those loyal customers
made the final purchase.
“People were coming in [dur-
ing the final days] saying good-
bye to me while I was still work-
ing,” LaPolla said. “They’d say,
‘how do you feel?”” And I’d say, ‘I
don’t know, I’'m still finishing it.’
Now, I feel untethered ... which is
OK; it’s another chapter in life.”
LaPolla said he plans to move out
of the city, but first, he would
attend a meeting of a local home
brew club that met regularly at
Bitter & Esters, Brewminaries,
for some closure.

PHoTos BY CLAY WiLLIams/For The Washington Post

Bitter & Esters, the last home brew supply shop in New York City, had been open since 2011. It closed in October a few weeks after holding its final home brew swap, “a love

A bitter finish?

As home brew supply shops shutter around the country, hobbyists worry
about the future of the activity and the loss of a creative community

The story of Bitter & Esters —
the loss of both a home brewing
supplier and the community
gathering place it provided —
isn’t unique. Over the last few
years, home brew stores have
shuttered across the country, and
while the exact number is diffi-
cult to pinpoint, there’s anecdotal
evidence in the announcements.
Among the 2024 casualties: At-
lantic Brew Supply in Raleigh,
N.C.; Vermont Homebrew Sup-
ply in Winooski, Vt.; and Salt City
Brew Supply in Salt Lake City. In
late November, My Local Home-
Brew Shop in Falls Church, Va.,
became the latest, just three
months shy of its 20th anniver-
sary.

Around 540 home brew shops
appear on the American Home-
brewers Association’s directory,
though many survive because
they’re also hardware stores, or
sell beer and wine. The business
closures reflect a steep decline in
home brewing interest in the
United States. The AHA’s own
membership is down. It had
about 45,000 members between
2016 and 2019; in a 2023 year-end

annual survey, it counted only
30,000. After consecutive years
of underwhelming attendance at
Homebrew Con, the biggest
national home brewing event
held by the AHA, this year’s
convention was rolled into the
Great American Beer Festival
while the AHA decides how to
proceed.

Local home brewing groups
are also downsizing. In Southern
California, SoCal Cerveceros
club president Marvin Gomez
says membership has dropped by
S0 members to 52 over the past
three years. Brooklyn’s Brew-
minaries club still counts 130
active members, but that’s also
down from its peak, says presi-
dent Kari Vaughn.

Where have the home brewers
gone? What does their absence
say about craft beer at large,
which is facing its own struggles
with interest and sales? And what
does a possible future for home
brewing and the community
aspect that has long been central
to its appeal look like?

SEE BREW ON PAGE 27



Friday, January 3, 2025

e STARS AND STRIPES °

SRR IRE ] Pace 27

WEEKEND: FOOD

Brew: Some enthusiasts hopeful C|t|ng past resurgences among factors
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“Home brewing clubs provide an important social
outlet,” Vaughn said. “You make friends; you learn along-
side each other. There’s a great satisfaction that comes
with DIY, especially when it’s something you can then
share with people.”

Chris Anderson, owner of Maryland Homebrew supply
shop in Columbia, says the people are what have kept her
in the home brewing world as opposed to commercialized
craft beer: “I was offered different jobs in the beer indus-
try when I was working at [Maryland Homebrew], before
I bought it, but I loved this community so much I didn’t
want to leave it.”

The drop-off in home brewing and community spaces
for it may feel sudden to longtime enthusiasts. For more
than three decades, home brewing thrived as a hobby. In
1978, President Jimmy Carter legalized the activity,
which had been banned since Prohibition. The following
year, Charlie Papazian founded the American Home-
brewers Association. Home brewing competitions, clubs
and shops proliferated as Americans learned to make
beers that weren’t available on the light lager-dominated
market. Several of those hobbyists went pro, opening the
first contemporary craft breweries, including Ken Gross-
man with Sierra Nevada Brewing Company and Jim
Koch with Samuel Adams.

Home brewing continued as a farm team for the burge-
oning craft beer industry. After a 2013 law change in New
York enabled taprooms to exist, frequent hobby home
brewers and Bitter & Esters regulars opened their own
breweries in New York: Finback Brewery in 2014, Strong
Rope Brewery in 2015 and KCBC in 2016. Gomez says
SoCal Cerveceros members launched California brew-
eries Hermosa Brewing, Feathered Serpent, Brewjeria
and Norwalk Brew House, among others.

Co-founder of KCBC Tony Bellis was an integral mem-
ber of the Bitter & Esters community, as he went from
customer to staffer. The shop opened right as he was
staying home with his newborn son and was home brew-
ing often, while also planning a career transition into
beer.

“I was that home brewer walking in, ‘I want to open a
brewery,” Bellis said. “John and Doug were probably
like, ‘Oh, sure.”” But soon, he landed his first brewing job
at the now defunct Greenpoint Beer Works, and LaPolla
and Amport asked if he would teach a home brewing 101
class at the shop.

“That place is really pivotal in my starting a business,”
Bellis said of Bitter & Esters. He also came to meet Bobby
Rolandi, working retail at the shop, who has been KCBC’s
head brewer since the brewery opened.

Bellis sees Bitter & Esters as a driver of growth and
diversity in home brewing and craft beer. Not only did
staff and customers end up going pro, but the shop was
fertile ground for inclusive home brew clubs like Brew-
minaries, which grew out of the customer base.

“Suddenly there were younger people home brewing,
and more women in the home brewing scene,” he said.
“That ended up trickling down into the professional brew-
ing world.”

By the mid-2010s, the Brewers Association counted
more than 4,000 breweries across the country, and some
in the industry began to worry that craft beer’s ubiquity
could threaten hobby home brewing. Anderson says while
it wasn’t as significant as the current decline, she saw an
early drop in home brewing activity around 2015 to 2016
compared to what she calls a heyday in 2012.

“What changed the structure of [home brewing] ... was
access,” said Mike McGarvey, a co-founder of Washing-
ton’s 3 Stars Brewing — the brewery had a home brew
shop that closed in 2020, and the entire business shut-
tered in 2022. “There were a handful of breweries that
were well thought of but you couldn’t get to ... then sud-
denly, people had options wherever they were.”

Despite the dip, home brewing carried on.

“I was asked back then if I thought breweries would
hurt my business,” LaPolla said. “I thought, ‘Do restau-
rants hurt grocery stores?’ If you’re into something, you
want to make it.”

This rang true for plenty of home brewers, and the
activity surged in the early months of the pandemic with
people stuck at home. Taprooms were closed indefinitely

CrAy WiLLiams/For The Washington Post

Some of the supplies used in home brewing: A
hydrometer is used to measure the sugar content of the
wort before and after fermentation. The flasks are used to
make a yeast starter, which gives the brewer healthy
yeast and more of it.

“l don’t think after a 9,000-year
run, beer is suddenly going to
fall out of favor with people, or
that Americans will decide they
don’t like beer that tastes like
anything and just want to drink
macro [brewery offerings].”

Brett Taylor
co-founder of Brooklyn's Wild East Brewing

and people were seeking busy-making activities to fill the
time — alongside sourdough starters and jigsaw puzzles.
Per the Associated Press, one of the best known home
brewing suppliers, Northern Brewer, reported a 40 to
S50% spike in sales in the first month of the pandemic. But
as restrictions lifted, many of those would-be brewers
abandoned their projects just as new knitters forgot their
sweater attempts.

LaPolla believes postlockdowns, people wanted to get
outside of their homes and back to enjoying food and
drinks in restaurants and breweries. Now, even if their
amount of discretionary spending is similar, people allo-
cate those funds elsewhere. Some home brewers say they
are experiencing sticker shock when shopping for in-
gredients and deciding it’s just not worth the investment.
Vaughn says liquid yeast has gotten “crazy expensive,”
and Kendall Alvarez Eskew, owner of Jersey City home
brew shop The Thirsty Quaker, says he’s noticed some
suppliers have stopped selling supplies in sizes accessible
to home brewers. Sanitizing solutions no longer come in
four or 16 ounces; Five Star’s Defoamer once came in
two-ounce packages, and now Eskew can order it only by
the gallon.

Longtime home brew enthusiasts might also just be
aging out. Award-winning home brewer Annie Johnson
refers to the large percentage of home brewers over the
age of S0 when she lists factors for the decline, such as
“health reasons, boredom, getting serious for retirement
... the physical nature of home brewing — even though

[some things] are automated now, it’s still quite physical
with a lot of lifting.” A 2018 AHA study found 38% of
members were from Generation X, compared to 30%
millennials and 28% boomers.

It’s a generational dynamic affecting craft beer itself:
Many of the old guard fans now consume less alcohol for
health and lifestyle reasons. Research shows Gen Z isn’t
backfilling the gap — instead, they’re chasing flavors
across categories such as ready-to-drink cocktails and
functional, nonalcoholic beverages. There’s optimism
about craft beer, however. Alcoholic beverage prefer-
ences tend to be cyclic, a pattern behind amaro’s recent
resurgence, for example. Brewers like Brett Taylor, co-
founder of Brooklyn’s Wild East Brewing, point to the
first craft beer industry crash, in the 1990s, during which
many of the first-generation breweries folded — but plen-
ty survived, and craft beer grew bigger than ever.

“I don’t think after a 9,000-year run, beer is suddenly
going to fall out of favor with people, or that Americans
will decide they don’t like beer that tastes like anything
and just want to drink macro [brewery offerings],” Taylor
said.

But how much does craft beer’s future hinge on home
brewing’s vitality? If people aren’t home brewing, who
are tomorrow’s professional brewers? They might be
brewers taking different pathways. Because of the brew-
ery boom, there are more entry-level jobs that let hopeful
brewers get a foot in the door. Several universities also
offer an educational springboard into brewing, McGarvey
notes, pointing to the Beer Brewer Professional Certif-
icate program at Virginia Tech and the University of
Richmond.

Still, home brewing remains a viable tool for anyone
interested in going pro. McGarvey says craft beer’s pop-
ularity made trade professions desirable and, even as
strictly a hobby, LaPolla reasons that people often return
to an interest in making things by hand, whether that’s
home brewing or knitting. One such hands-on hobby is
bringing a younger generation into home brew shops
right now: LaPolla, Alvarez Eskew and Anderson have
had customers stocking up on supplies for mead. The
fermented honey and water-based beverage with ancient
roots is more accessible for beginners than beer and has
been lauded for its sustainability — instructional videos
have been trending on TikTok.

“You don’t have to do as much cooking [to make mead],
and it takes up less room,” Anderson said. She’s been
bringing in other supplies, too, in response to customer
interest in cheese, yogurt and sourdough starters. Alvarez
Eskew also stocks ingredients for making kombucha and
shrubs. At a recent Brewminaries event in Brooklyn,
Vaughn says members made nonalcoholic beers, ciders
and hop waters, and executive director of the AHA Julia
Herz has been using her home brewing equipment to
make cherry soda, among other beverages.

Advanced brewing technology may also be a boon for
home brewing as new at-home systems can reduce initial
knowledge barriers for first-time brewers. Pinter, for
example, is a tabletop setup; users simply add yeast to
wort and wait for fermentation. U.S. CEO of the British
company Paul Benner believes the streamlined system is
more welcoming.

“[Home brewing] is an expensive hobby to get into
right away,” he said. “It takes up a lot of space, a lot of
time, a lot of commitment. The beer quality may not be
great right away for new brewers, and I think people get
burned out quickly.” Pinter guarantees consistent results,
which Benner — a longtime home brewer himself —
hopes gets more new home brewers into the fold, even if
they then move onto traditional setups.

Some shuttered shops have moved their operations
online, including Minnesota-based Northern Brewer,
More Beer and Craft A Brew. But while user-friendly
at-home Kits and online retail options may appeal to Gen
Z, these won’t replace what many consider to be home
brewing’s greatest benefit.

“Online, the community space is lost,” Bellis said. “Bit-
ter & Esters was a space for home brewers to get togeth-
er, do bottle shares, swap ideas — that’s going to be a big
miss. Because what home brewing is all about is sharing
the thing you make with other people, getting their feed-
back and seeing their enjoyment.”
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Avicii is shown in the documentary “Avicii — I’'m Tim,” now streaming on Netfilx. The groundbreaking Swedish DJ, whose name was Tim Bergling, died in 2018. Filmmaker Henrik
Burman, who began the project before the pandemic, allows Avicii himself to tell his story through the use of archival and never-before-published interviews.

Spinning a sensitive tale

Q&A: Avicii documentary director on celebrating the late DJ without exploiting his death

By MARIA SHERMAN
Associated Press

vicii, the groundbreaking Swedish
DJ-producer, died six years ago at 28.
Two new movies on Netflix aim to
celebrate his life.

His suicide was a tragedy that reverberated
around the world — much like his music, which
brought unexpected genres and collaborators
into his melodic EDM through forward-
thinking, chart-topping hits like “Wake Me Up!”
and “Hey Brother.”

A short concert film captured at what became
his final performance, “Avicii — My Last
Show,” and a full-length documentary, “Avicii
— I'm Tim,” premiered Tuesday on Netflix.
They work to celebrate the artist born Tim
Bergling, capturing his early life, the songs that
made him an idiosyncratic talent, his insatiable
curiosity and hunger for reinvention, and the
people he left behind.

Miraculously, Avicii himself
narrates a lot of the film — pulled
from archival interviews and
some never before published.

Capturing Avicii’s life and
career was no easy feat, director
Henrik Burman told The Associ-
ated Press. The project took half
a decade, beginning before the
pandemic and not long after the
DJ’s death. Burman’s interviews
were long and many. “To know
people around Tim,” he says, was
the only way “to know Tim.”

Burman discussed Avicii’s life,
career and legacy with the AP.
This interview has been edited
for clarity and brevity.

The Associated Press: How
did you approach this project?

Burman: I would say from the
beginning, the first thing I knew I
wanted to do was find my story ...
the story that I wanted to tell
about Tim. But the most impor-
tant (aspect) was time. I wanted
this to be a project with no time

limits ... I wanted it to be a slow
process. And I wanted to have a
lot of time for research. And the
people close to Tim, I didn’t want
to force them into anything. I
didn’t want to push it. I wanted
them to see and learn what I
wanted to tell, you know, my
story and my vision.

The structure is compelling; it
really focuses on Avicii’s life and
his biggest songs that shifted
genre — you avoid casting his
career as “it was the 2010s and
EDM was massive.” There’s a lot
of research.

I had access to a lot of material
... I was looking for clues all the
time ... I’ve watched so, so many
hours of, you know, interviews
with Tim just to see, “OK, he says
this again. And it was like the
eighth time that year. OK. That
should be important.” ... It was
kind of a puzzle and yeah, it was
huge research work.

Sometimes, in the material that

I had ... he was like, “If there’s a
documentary, ever, about me,
this should be in it.” ... There’s a
story in the film, in the begin-
ning, from where he is a kid. He
tells a story to the interviewer.
And he says, “When I was a kid, I
wasn’t like a really nice person.
For a few years, I was kind of
bullying people. And I was
around 6 or 7. And after a while I
realized that people didn’t like
me, so after a summer, I was
thinking about this, and I decid-
ed, ‘I need to change ... and see
what happens.” And then people
liked me again.” And when he
told that story, he was like,
“That’s a really important story.
That’s a story that needs to be in
a documentary, if it’s ever a
documentary about me, because
that says so much about me as a
person.”

I was trying to find clues and

SEE SPINNING ON PAGE 29



Friday, January 3, 2025

e STARS AND STRIPES °

SRR IRE ] Pace 29

WEEKEND: MUSIC

Spinning:
Director took
care with tone

FROM PAGE 28

stories and listen and ... early on,
I was quite sure that I wanted to
tell the story from Miami Ultra
(Music Festival) and what hap-
pened there. That was kind of a
key moment for me, and that was
a huge key moment for Tim. But
when I realized that this ... needs
to be the center of my story, at
the midpoint for my story, I real-
ized that I had something to hold
on to.

The childhood story reflects
his interest in creative
transformation, too. How do you
aim to capture his spirit and not
center his death?

That is hard. I have from the
beginning ... tried to explain my
vision for this film ... But I
reached out to a lot of friends,
and of course his family, and I
got their blessing.

When I got this kind of group
of people that said yes to being in
the film, I could start to ask more
questions and have deeper con-
versations. But again, we needed
time ... I wanted to work gently;
that was very important.

And you have footage of Tim in
the womb! It is very different
than what could’ve very easily
been an exploitative version of
the film.

I wanted to make an intimate
and personal story and not spec-
ulate ... to find the right tone, you
need time. And since we started
work ... one, one-and-a-half years
after Tim passed, I just knew that
we needed time. And, of course,
people around Tim needed a lot
of time.

What is Avicii’s legacy?

You can answer that question
in so many ways. But if you’re
talking about the music, and the
music that he produced and
wrote, he was so much ahead of
his time, I would say. And you
can hear the legacy of Avicii in
the music today. You can hear it
in the production in new music
and hits from today. If you listen
to the music — go back and listen
to the music now that he released
like 10 years ago, it sounds so
fresh, modern, and I would say
timeless.

What do you hope viewers
take away from this film?

Someone said to me that the
film is so much about Tim, but at
the same time, it’s so kind of
universal. And I thought that was
beautiful because life is not sim-
ple. There are no easy answers.
And everything is complex and
multilayered. So, that’s what I
aim to contribute to Tim’s story.
And I also really hope that even
the most hardcore fans get a new,
fresh perspective of Tim as a
person and Avicii as an artist.

Rats, clowns S
and the Stones®~

RoB GRABOWSKI, INViSION/AP

Chris Robinson, left, and Rich Robinson of The Black Crowes perform on Oct. 25 at Hard Rock Casino in Rockford, lll. Their newest album,
“Happiness Bastards,” is nominated for best rock album, the band’s second career Grammy nomination.

Black Crowes enjoying Grammys love decades after first nomination

By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press
he first time Chris and Rich Rob-
inson were at the Grammy Awards,
it was 1991. The New York Giants
had won the Super Bowl, and the
U.S. was in the midst of the Gulf War.

The siblings behind the band The Black
Crowes had just released their debut album
“Shake Your Money Maker” and were nomi-
nees for best new artist. They didn’t have
high hopes. Sure enough, Mariah Carey
would take the crown.

“I don’t remember ever, like, getting too
worked up about it,” singer-songwriter Chris
Robinson recalls. “Of course, Mariah Carey is
going to get that. Are they going to give it to
these dirtbag kids from Atlanta who just
came to the party really to get thrown out?”

Fast forward more than three decades and
the Black Crowes have been invited back to
the party, earning their second career Gram-
my nod this year for best rock album along-
side the Rolling Stones.

“Literally just to be nominated is an amaz-
ing thing. And to be nominated next to the
Rolling Stones makes it even better,” says
Rich Robinson, the songwriter and guitarist.

Beside the Stones

The Black Crowes’ “Happiness Bastards”
is up for best rock album against “Romance”
by Fontaines D.C., “Saviors” by Green Day,
“TANGK” by IDLES, “Dark Matter” from
Pearl Jam, “Hackney Diamonds” by the
Stones and “No Name” from Jack White.

“To be in a place where it’s all clicking and
it all feels right, that’s the real special feel-
ing,” says Chris Robinson. “I think it rein-

forces our commitment and where we’re
going.”

“Happiness Bastards” is a 10-track romp-
ing tour of rock, from the Southern boogie of
“Rats and Clowns” to the stuttering stomp of
“Cross Your Fingers” and the airy cool of
“Wilted Rose.” There’s blues harmonica,
some glam rock, ’70s harmonies and fun
AC/DC-like riffs.

The band last released a studio album in
2009, and the volatile Robinson brothers
needed a decade apart before they regrouped
in 2019. In 2022, they released an EP with
covers of David Bowie, the Rolling Stones,
the Temptations, T. Rex, Little Feat and Rod
Stewart. Now they’re in the same Grammy
category as the Stones.

Critics have welcomed the brothers back,
with Paste magazine calling the new album
“a respectable collection of bluesy rockers
that showcase the brothers’ strengths” and
Rolling Stone describing it as “fun, energetic
and unmistakably not-crusty.”

Some cynics thought the reunion was sim-
ply a cash grab, an attempt to monetize fans
of the band yearning for the ’90s and a good-
time rock concert. The strong album and
Grammy love refutes that argument.

“Well, we did it and we’ve been successful.
And all these years later we wrote these new
songs and, boom, here we are,” says Chris
Robinson. “The validation of that is really
unique to us.”

Inside the writing process

The way they come up with a song hadn’t
changed over the years. During the pandem-
ic, Rich started sending a flood of ideas to his
brother to see what clicked with him.

Chris wrote the lyrics for “Rats and
Clowns” in 20 minutes after Rich — inspired
by AC/DC — sent him a killer riff. “Rich just
handed me a hanging curveball. ‘I can hit
this,” you know what I mean?” says Chris. “I
have to emphasize how much fun we’re hav-
ing in this band.”

One difference this time was the addition of
an outside producer. The Robinson brothers
had produced all The Black Crowes albums
after their second and wanted a new element.

That happened with producer Jay Joyce,
who has worked with artists like Cage the
Elephant, Lainey Wilson and Eric Church.
Joyce pushed them and was able to negotiate
the sibling rivalry, what some call the U.S.
equivalent to Oasis.

“Our story connects with people because if
you have siblings, you understand the dy-
namic of that — how amazing it is and how
difficult it can be,” says Chris Robinson.

His brother agrees: “We’ve had our ups
and downs, we’ve had our trials and trib-
ulations, and we kind of came out stronger in
the end. Chris and I’s relationship is in the
best place it’s been probably in our lives.”

The brothers hint about that on the album’s
last song — “Kindred Friends” — which
strikes a loving, wistful note. “Kindred friend,
where have you been? / Guess it’s been a
while / Through thick and thin / Many times
again / Always makes me smile.”

The Robinsons say the song is partly about
them but could be a toast to an old lover and
is also for their fans after all these years.

“There’s a sweetness to it,” says Rich Rob-
inson. “I sent it to Chris and what he sang on
it was really moving. It’s a great way to end
that record, you know?”
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Adorable, but actually important

Many dogs need added protectlon of winter clothing in cold weather to ensure their safety

By SYDNEY PAGE
The Washington Post
t’s 30 degrees in Grand Rapids,
Mich., and Mara Peverini is getting
ready to head out the door. She
bundles up in a sweater, a puffer
jacket, boots and a scarf.

Then she does the same for her dog.

“She can spend an hour outside in the
snow, as long as she’s dressed properly,”
Peverini, 31, said of her 10-year-old Chi-
huahua, Layla. “But the moment I un-
derdress her, we walk five feet and she
refuses to keep going.”

“We alternate with the colors and
styles,” Peverini said.

Winter outerwear has become increas-
ingly popular for pets. Clothing brands for
humans have started selling doggy lines,
and pet parents are wearing matching
parkas with their pooches.

While it’s adorable, and sometimes
hilarious, for canines to wear winter
clothes, it’s actually important for many
dogs to keep them safe in cold weather,
experts say.

“There are several factors that go into
whether a dog needs winter protection,”
said Nancy Kay, a veterinarian and author
of “Speaking for Spot.”

Key factors include climate, breed, age,
size, health and hair coat.

“Any of the arctic breeds — Siberian
huskies, malamutes, Samoyeds — those
are dogs that were bred for snow, and so
they really don’t need protection,” Kay
said. “If you picture the opposite end, like
a whippet, with skinny legs and a light
hair coat, those dogs definitely need pro-
tection.”

When humans domesticated wolves
about 40,000 years ago, they did not need
people to wrap them in parkas to keep
them warm. But over the centuries, as
they evolved into various breeds of dogs
that live inside, many have lost their nat-
ural thick fur that protects them from the
elements.

“Dogs have changed,” said Kay, adding
that breeds that are vulnerable to the cold
have become more popular in recent
years.

If a dog is going outside to relieve them-
selves, they don’t need protective gear,
Kay said, but it’s important to protect
them if they’re spending stretches of time
in the cold.

“A common misconception is that dogs
have hair coats and that they’re never
going to be bothered by the cold,” Kay
said. “That’s not true at all.”

A rule of thumb, she said, is that larger
breeds are generally less likely to need
winter clothing, but smaller breeds have a
harder time regulating their body temper-
ature and should wear warm layers and
booties, especially if they live in places
where temperatures dip below freezing.

Age and health are also considerations.

“A dog that’s more fragile because of
age or illness, that, too, is a reason to put a
coat on,” Kay said. “Know your animal
and know your environment.”

Even in relatively mild climates, dogs
can get too cold. Signs to look out for if

Mara Peverini

Mara Peverini and Layla playing in the snow. Peverini says that Layla, a 10-year-old
Chihuahua, won’t stay outside when it is cold unless she is dressed in winter clothing.
Experts say that such protection is essential for many breeds.

your dog is chilly include apprehension
about going for a walk.

“Shivering is a good indicator,” Kay
said.

Lori Bierbrier, senior medical director
of community medicine at the American
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, said dogs are vulnerable to hy-
pothermia if they’re too exposed to cold
weather.

“If it is too cold for you, it’s too cold for

your pet,” she said.

In the world of pet winter gear, though,
experts say the boundaries between fash-
ion and function have somewhat blurred
— the global pet-clothing market size was
valued at $5.56 billion last year.

Before dressing their dog, owners
should consider: “Are you putting it on for
the dog’s sake or your sake?” Kay said. “I
think some people do it as more of a fash-
ion statement than anything else.”

Han Xia, who lives in Hoboken, N.J.,
with her 3-year-old miniature dachshund,
Kiki, said her pup has three winter coats,
as well as dozens of sweaters.

“If it’s cold outside, she doesn’t want to
go out without clothes,” said Xia, 32.

When Xia got Kiki a few years ago and
took her outside on a winter walk, “she
was shaking uncontrollably, and we real-
ized she’s really cold.”

Although the winter gear keeps Kiki
warm, Xia said she enjoys leaning into the
fashion and fun of it.

“If I’'m going to buy clothes for Kiki
anyway, I might as well get cute ones,”
she said.

Devon Boone, 34, also delights in dress-
ing his 4-year-old Doberman pinscher,
Cru.

“It’s fun to see him dress up in different
sweaters and be festive,” Boone said.

While the weather is mostly mild in San
Diego, where they live, Cru still wears
sweaters. For a trip to Yosemite two years
ago, Boone bought Cru a puffer jacket and
boots.

Alisha Bobczynski recently bought
Ocean, her 1-year-old American bully-
American Staffordshire terrier mix, a
pearly pink winter coat from the trendy
retailer Aritzia to match her own jacket.

“I think I get more satisfaction out of
buying clothes for her than I do buying
clothes for myself,” said Bobczynski, who
lives in Calgary, Alberta, where winters
are frigid. The average temperature in
January is a low of 12 degrees and a high
of 30.

Bobczynski, 33, said she is certain her
pup prefers to wear a coat on cold days,
because if she goes out without one, “she’ll
turn around and drag me back home.”

Like many dogs, Ocean is not a fan of
boots — which keep paws warm in cold
weather and prevent salt and harsh chem-
icals from irritating them.

When it comes to selecting winter pro-
tection for dogs, fit is an important factor.

“A jacket that doesn’t fit properly may
be uncomfortable and may cause irritation
to the dog’s skin,” said Bierbrier, adding
that winter coats should always be wa-
terproof. “Make sure the winter gear does
not limit their movement, sight or ability
to breathe or bark.”

Training is helpful, too.

“The training component is one of the
important pieces that often gets over-
looked,” said Sassafras Patterdale, a dog
trainer in Portland, Ore.

Patterdale — author of “Tricks in the
City” — recommends introducing dogs to
winter gear slowly before they need to
wear it and letting them explore it. Offer
treats, too.

“Repeat that over several training ses-
sions ... [and] very slowly start to increase
the time that your dog is wearing the win-
ter gear,” Patterdale advised.

Above all, owners should — to the best
of their ability — try to tune in to what
their dog is comfortable with.

“Dogs don’t speak human, but they do
speak to us,” Kay said. “We just have to
pay attention.”
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Formula One 1s booming, and so

are romance novels about the sport

BY GREGORY LEPORATI

Special to The Washington Post

n 2019, Lauren Asher began watch-

ing the first season of the Netflix

docuseries “Drive to Survive.” The

show — which chronicles the
globe-trotting, glamorous world of For-
mula One racing, filled with luxury-
brand sponsors, teammate drama and
European car manufacturers — captivat-
ed her in a way she was not expecting.

By the time she reached the final epi-
sode, she jotted down a late-night note on
her iPhone with a quick idea for a novel:
“A romance between a driver’s sister
and his rival teammate would be fun,”
she wrote.

“I could see it so clearly,” Asher said
during a recent Zoom interview. “That
idea was what really sparked my interest
in writing about F1.”

About a year later, Asher self-publish-
ed her first novel, “Throttled.” “I just
wanted to try and have fun with it, a
passion project,” Asher said. “And if
people didn’t like it, I wouldn’t do it
again.”

As it turned out, people did, especially
on TikTok, where praise can turn little-
known books into bestsellers. This year,
with Formula One booming in popularity
in the United States, a traditional pub-
lisher picked up the paperback rights to
widen its distribution.

Sports romance novels have gained
considerable traction in recent years,
with hockey famously emerging as the
most popular subgenre. But few sports,
in general, are rising as rapidly as For-
mula One, which just wrapped up an
exciting 2024 season that featured three
races in the United States: in Austin,

Texas; Miami; and Las Vegas.

The sport’s ascent is partly thanks to a
huge influx of female fans. According to
a study conducted by Formula One in
2022, approximately 40 percent of its
fans are women, up from 8 percent in
2017.

This is probably due, in part, to the
sport’s recent mainstream crossover:
Big-time actors and musicians are flock-
ing to races, and drivers such as Lewis
Hamilton and Charles Leclerc have
become fashion and cultural icons in
their own right. They also just so happen
to be strapping, wealthy young men.

“Good-looking guys, that sure doesn’t
hurt,” laughed Amanda Weaver, the
author of “Fast & Reckless,” another
recent Formula One romance novel.
Weaver has been a casual fan of Formula
One for more than a decade (in fact, her
husband co-hosts a podcast about it) and
has noticed a seismic shift in female
interest in the sport in recent years. A
number of dedicated Formula One web-
sites, podcasts and communities have
popped up online and on social media
catering specifically to women. There
are insider podcasts and popular In-
stagram accounts, some celebrating
Formula One fashion and others dedica-
ted entirely to the WAGs (“wives and
girlfriends”) of the drivers.

“As the sport gets this explosion, there
can be a lot of gatekeeping,” Weaver
said. “But it’s important to remember
that you can love Formula One in lots of
ways. Some people are into the tech, into
the drivers, into the strategy.”

Romance novels, she added, are a
logical extension of this. Weaver’s book
— which she describes as an “ill-advised

Can their love survive
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USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR
L OF CROSS THE LINE

romance between a driver and a team
principal’s daughter” — had been in the
works for some time, “bouncing around
my hard drive for a while,” she said, but
it took the sport’s ascent to finally help it
see the light of day.

Formula One certainly provides plenty
of fodder for romance novelists, with the
sport dripping in wealth and danger,
behind-the-scenes politicking, and exotic
race locations such as Monaco and Abu
Dhabi.

“Sexy global destinations week to
week make it such a perfect setting,”
said Simone Soltani, the author of “Cross
the Line,” a Formula One romance novel
that published in the summer. “You can
have your characters go on dates in Sin-
gapore, then the next time they’re in
Japan. It’s nice to be able to have that
diversity.”

Soltani, a longtime fan of the sport,
planned to independently publish her
novel last year, but a traditional publish-
er approached her and picked up the
rights to distribute the book.

“More women are into it now — these
are fans who love the sport for the sport
itself, too, but also have other interests,
which might be reading and romance,”
she said. “Knowing there was a new
audience there was really encouraging
for me as I wrote it.”

In fact, according to K-lytics, an in-
telligence service that provides analytics
on the publishing industry, Formula One

HEWMAN = '

has emerged this year as the sixth-most-
written-about subgenre in sports ro-
mance literature.

“It had not yet appeared on this list,”
said Jane Friedman, a publishing indus-
try analyst. “So Formula One went from
not-on-the-radar to sixth — it certainly
appears to be a new, trending trope.”

Self-published novels and fan fiction
about Formula One are also on the rise.
The website Wattpad, which allows users
to upload their fan fiction stories and
books, now has more than 10,000 search
results for “Formula 1 Romance” and
could further hint at the subgenre’s room
for growth.

“In my opinion, the traditional market
tends to follow self-published when it
comes to romance,” Friedman said,
adding that all signs indicate that sports
romance, in general, shows no signs of
slowing down.

“That latest K-lytics report says that
right now, supply is not outpacing de-
mand,” she continued. “There’s a lot of
hunger in the market for this.”

That’s music to the ears of authors like
Weaver, who is hopeful that the Formula
One romance boom is just getting start-
ed.

“I feel like we’re on the very front
edge of this,” she said. “A lot of authors
watched Formula One during the pan-
demic, and their books are just now
coming to market. We’re just beginning
to see a big flood.”
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Authors of study that detected toxins in black plastic products recognize they overstated risks but still advise tossing them

By KAREN GARCIA
Los Angeles Times

recent study that recommended black plastic

products be immediately thrown away includ-

ed a math error that significantly overstated

the risk of contamination with toxic chemicals,
but its authors are standing by their conclusions and warn
against using such products.

In the study, which was published in the peer-reviewed
journal Chemosphere, experts from the nonprofit Toxic-
Free Future said they detected flame retardants and
other toxic chemicals in 85% of 203 items made of black
plastic including kitchen utensils, takeout containers,
children’s toys and hair accessories.

The study initially said the potential exposure to chem-
icals found in one of the kitchen utensils approached the
minimum levels the Environmental Protection Agency
deemed a health risk.

But in an update to the study, the authors say they
made an error in their calculations and the real levels
were “an order of magnitude lower” than the EPA’s
thresholds. The error was discovered by Joe Schwarcz,
director of McGill University’s Office for Science and
Society in Canada.

In a blog post, Schwarcz explained that the Toxin-Free
Future scientists miscalculated the lower end of what the
EPA considered a health risk through a multiplication
error. Instead of humans being potentially exposed to a
dose of toxic chemicals in black plastic utensils near the
minimum level that the EPA deems a health risk, it’s
actually about one-tenth of that.

Though Schwarcz said the risks outlined in the study
aren’t enough for him to want to discard black plastic
kitchen items, if he had them, he agreed with the authors
that flame retardants shouldn’t be in these products in the
first place.

“The math error does not impact the study’s findings,
conclusions or recommendations,” said Megan Liu, a
co-author of the study who is the science and policy man-
ager for Toxic-Free Future.

She added that any traces of flame retardants or toxic
chemicals in cooking utensils should be concerning for
the public.

Flame retardants are getting into commonly used items
because the black-colored products are being made from
recycled electronic waste, such as discarded television
sets and computers, that frequently contain the additives.
When they’re heated, the flame retardants and other toxic
chemicals can migrate out.

If you’re wondering whether your old black plastic
spoons or other utensils are a part of this group, Liu
shared some more guidance:

How do I know a product is harmful?

It’s nearly impossible to know whether a black plastic
product is contaminated. That’s because the products that
include recycled e-waste don’t disclose a detailed list of
all ingredients and contaminants in them.

Liu said it’s also unclear how many types of flame re-
tardants are in these black plastic products.

Some of the products that researchers tested in this
recent study “had up to nine different harmful chemicals
and harmful flame retardants in them,” she said.

How can | find out if black food trays are
made with recycled contaminated plastic?

Anytime you’re looking for the type of recycled plastic
a product is made of, you’re going to look for a number
within the chasing arrows (that form a triangle) logo.

Recycling symbols are numbered 1 to 7, and we com-
monly associate the numbers with what we can toss in our
blue recycling bins. The 1 through 7 numbers stand for,

respectively, polyethylene terephthalate, high-density
polyethylene, polyvinyl chloride (PVC), low-density poly-
ethylene, polypropylene, polystyrene or Styrofoam and
miscellaneous plastics (including polycarbonate, polylac-
tide, acrylic, acrylonitrile butadiene, styrene, fiberglass
and nylon).

The study found higher levels of toxic flame retardants
in polystyrene plastic, which is labeled with the number
6, Liu said.

When did recycled e-waste begin
contaminating black plastic products?

There isn’t a definitive timeline of when recycled elec-
tronic waste started to be incorporated into black plastic
products specifically, but e-waste started to get recycled
in the early 2000s, Liu said.

The way computers, cellphones, stereos, printers and
copiers were being disposed of previously was to simply
add them to a landfill without reusing salvageable parts.

But as the National Conference of State Legislatures
notes, electronics production required a significant
amount of resources that could be recovered through
recycling.

Recovering resources such as metals, plastics and glass
through recycling used a fraction of the energy needed to
mine new materials.

However, the study pointed out that flame retardants
and other chemical contaminates have been detected in
and near e-waste recycling facilities, in indoor air and
dust, in Canada, China, Spain and the U.S.

It also noted contamination in soil samples surrounding
e-waste recycling sites in China and Vietnam.

What are safer alternatives?

The safest nontoxic material options for kitchen uten-
sils are wood and stainless steel.
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Fresh approach to finances

Financial experts’ tips include paying down debt, knowing your ‘why’

By Cora LEwis AND ADRIANA MORGA
Associated Press
ith the end of 2024 around the corner,
you might be reflecting on financial goals
for 2025.

Whether you’re saving to move out of
your parents’ house or pay off student loan debt, fi-
nancial resolutions can help you stay motivated, said
Courtney Alev, consumer advocate for Credit Karma.

“Entering a new year doesn’t erase all our financial
challenges from the prior year,” Alev said. “But it can
really help to bring a fresh-start mentality to how
you’re managing your finances.”

If you’re planning to make financial resolutions for
the new year, experts recommend that you start by
evaluating the state of your finances in 2024. Then, set
specific goals and make sure they’re attainable for
your lifestyle.

Here are some tips from experts:

Change your relationship with money

Think about how you currently deal with finances —
what’s good, what’s bad, and what can improve.

“Let this be the year you change your relationship
with money,” said Ashley Lapato, personal finance
educator for YNAB, a budgeting app.

If you feel like money is a chore, that there’s shame
surrounding the topic of money, or like you were born
being “bad at money,” it’s time to change that mental-
ity, Lapato said.

To adjust your approach, Lapato recommends view-
ing money goals as an opportunity to imagine your
desired lifestyle in the future. She recommends asking
questions like, “What do my 30s look like? What do my
40s look like?” and using money as a means to get
there.

Liz Young Thomas, head of SoFi Investment Strate-
gy, added that it’s key you forgive yourself for past
mistakes in order to move on with motivation.

Know your ‘why’

When setting your financial resolutions for 2025, it’s
important to establish the “why” of each, said Matt
Watson, CEO of Origin, a financial tracking app.

“If you can attach the financial goal to a bigger life
goal, it’s much more motivating and more likely you’ll
continue on that path,” Watson said.

Whether you’re saving to buy a house, pay off credit
card debt or take a summer vacation, being clear
about the goal can keep you motivated. Watson also

recommends using a tool to help you keep track of
your finances, such as an app, spreadsheet or website.

Budget, budget, budget

“After three years of inflation, your pay increases
are likely still playing catch-up to your monthly ex-
penses, leaving you wondering where all the money is
going,” said Greg McBride, chief financial analyst at
Bankrate. “Make that monthly budget for 2025 and
resolve to track your spending against it throughout
the year.”

McBride said that you may need to make adjust-
ments during the year as certain expenses increase,
which would require cutting back in other areas.

“Calibrate your spending with your income, and any
month you spend less than budgeted, transfer the
difference into your savings account,” he said.

Pay down outstanding debt

“Interest rates aren’t likely to come down very fast,
so you’re still going to have to put in the hard work of
paying down debt, especially high-cost credit card
debt, and do so with urgency,” McBride said.

Start by taking stock of how much debt you have
now relative to the beginning of the year. Hopefully
you’ve made steady progress on paying it down, but, if
you’ve gone in the other direction, McBride encourag-
es making a game plan. That includes looking into 0%
balance transfer offers.

Take control of credit card interest rate

“You have more power over credit card interest
rates than you think you do,” said Matt Schulz, chief
credit analyst at LendingTree. “Wielding that power is
one of the best moves you can make in 2025.”

A 0% balance transfer credit card is “a good weap-
on” in the fight against high card APRs, or annual
percentage rates, he said. A low-interest personal loan
is an option as well.

You may simply be able to pick up the phone and
ask for a lower interest rate. LendingTree found that a
majority of people who did that in 2024 were success-
ful, and the average reduction was more than 6 points.

Automate savings where possible

Automated changes, like increasing workplace
401(k) plan contributions, setting up direct deposits
from paychecks into dedicated savings accounts, and
arranging for monthly transfers into an IRA and/or
college savings accounts add up, McBride said.

THEMEATAND £
POTATOES OF LIFE §~

Lisa Smith Molinari

A Dbit of self-compassion
increases odds of suceess

As I dunked a two-week-old Christmas cookie into my
coffee on the first day of 2025, my stomach still gurgled with
the contents of the overindulgent dinner we’d eaten on New
Year’s Eve. Despite the long list of resolutions I’d made, I’'d
already broken three of them, and it was only noon.

“Wake up early,” I’d told myself. “Exercise each morning.
Do intermittent fasting.” Only hours into the New Year, and I
already felt like a failure.

I’d been repeating this dysfunctional pattern every year.
Beginning in October, when Halloween festivities lured me
into “treating myself” to an entire bag of miniature Almond
Joys (full disclosure: I'd buy them knowing kids often turn
their noses up at coconut, leaving them all for me). I’d give in
to too many pumpkin pie martinis and cinnamon spiked
ciders. A bit of self-indulgence would throw my schedule off
track, and before I knew it, I'd skipped Boot Camp class and
slept in again.

November, with its Sunday football chili-cheese Frito
boats, complicated family logistics and Thanksgiving splurg-
es, would drag me further into holiday excess.

December presented me with an entire month’s worth of
excuses for lowering my health, financial and behavioral
standards: Obligatory events to attend, marathon shopping
trips to endure, sticks of butter to soften, cards to send, coo-
Kkie platters to consume, cheese balls to chomp, eggnog to
guzzle, puzzle pieces to find, expensive cuts of beef to buy,
advent calendars to fill, mail carriers to reward, garbage
workers to tip, teachers to treat, bosses to butter up, stock-
ings to stuff, holiday dinners to host, Christmas trees to wa-
ter and presents to wrap.

By the end of the calendar year, I’d fallen off of the Polar
Express into a deep, dark abyss, eventually reaching my
lowest level of personal disgust.

Ready — no, begging — to get back on track, I’d then draft
a list of New Year’s resolutions that seemed realistic in the
moment given my desperation, but was so overly ambitious,
I was bound to fail. It covered everything from dramatic
weight loss and extreme physical fitness, to sleep regulation,
buying behavior, procrastination, wrinkle management,
stress levels, thinking patterns, attitude tendencies and rela-
tionship goals.

And when failure inevitably happened, as it had every
year, I’d wallow in shame and remorse wondering how much
farther I'd go before my belief in my own ability to change
hit its rock bottom.

As I sat in my kitchen on New Year’s Day, I realized that
for years, maybe decades, I’d repeated this maladaptive
annual cycle as if failure, guilt and self-loathing were my
holiday traditions themselves. “What should I do to break the
cycle?” I wondered.

If I am to ever succeed at self-improvement, I knew I
needed a different approach. One that was more realistic,
encouraging and forgiving.

Rather than demanding that I make sudden, drastic
changes in specific areas of my life as I had done for years, I
needed to encourage myself to simply ... do better.

Whatever form my betterment would take, be it significant
or small, I needed to recognize that step toward self-im-
provement. I would be aware that slipups would happen
along the way. I would give myself the grace to be human. I
would stop being my own judge, jury and executioner. I
would discourage guilt and encourage progress in any form.
I would be my own cheerleader, using pep talks that would
inspire me to take pride in accomplishments big and small.

Besides, I'd always dreamt of being a cheerleader.

“Blech, this cookie is stale,” I muttered, and threw the
remainder into the kitchen trash. “Nice job,” my inner voice
praised, and the corner of my mouth turned up into a proud
half-smile. “See? You’ve got this.”

Read more at themeatandpotatoesoflife.com and in Lisa’s book, “The Meat and Potatoes of
Life: My True Lit Com.” Email: meatandpotatoesoflife@gmail.com
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BY ADRIAN JOHNSON / EDITED BY JOEL FAGLIANO
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Adrian Johnson, from Laramie, Wyo., is currently a substitute teacher in Knox County, Tenn., where he is affectionately
known as “Mr. A. J.” He sold his first crossword to The Times three years ago when he was 21. This is his ninth puzzle
for the paper — and the seventh one that is unthemed (his favorite type of crossword to make). Puzzles like this are built
on the interlock of long, colorful answers throughout the grid. Many, like 1-, 27- and 91-Across, are making their Times debut.

ACROSS

1 Reality show about
the perils of
crabbing
in the Bering Sea

15 Apple cores, for
short?

19 Fast lane

21 No Sunshine’’
(1971 Bill Withers
hit)

22 ““God forbid!”’

24 ‘O Rei do Futebol,”
to Brazilians

25 Sporty car roof
options

26 Subsequently occur
27 Bioré product

29 Sitters on the farm

30 Sheets of floating ice
31 Shanghai or Shenzhen

32 Grp. that’s a year
above 41-Across

33 Vaquero’s ties
34 1/48 of a cup: Abbr.

37 Wipe out at one’s
desk, say

38 Cut down

39 Rentals at a bowling
alley

41 Grp. that’s a
year below
32-Across

42 Solidify, as a jiggly
dessert

43 Rhyming toys with
colored pegs

46 Online initialism
of excitement

49 Rhyme for “‘soul”’
in “‘Frosty the
Snowman”’

50 One catching bugs

51 Jungle warning

52 Amusement park
attraction that
often ends in a
splash

54 Doo-wop’s Na Na

55 Frozen yogurt chain
with a fruity name

57 Pretends all is well

59 Part of many an
anniversary
celebration

60 Wrap sheets?

61 Many a Christmas
tree

62 Part of a jail cell

63 New Mexico’s
Pueblo

64 Godsends

67 Souvenir from
an international
vacation, maybe

68 Latin “‘is”’

69 Travel-size makeup
bag

70 Multitude

71 Space station
from 1986 to 2001

72 Some volunteer
babysitters

73 Way to be
brushed or pulled

75 Medicare section that
covers ambulance
services

77 Windows might
be found on these

78 pan

79 Cry during an
argument between
siblings

82 Neighbor of Latvia

84 Stopping points
for runners

85 Public squares
86 Court staffers
88 Brought to tears, say

89 Object of knightly
quests

90 Eight, in Italian

91 Only African nation
where Spanish is
an official language

94 Author Silverstein
95 Second-place finish?

96 One of four for F.D.R.

97 They’re usually
written in December

DOWN

1 Shipwreck’s resting
place, with “‘the”’

2 English city in the
county of Devon

3 Garments with strings

4 Makes like a melting
icicle

5 You shouldn’t settle
for it

6 ““Well, kinda™’

7 One-named singer of
2008’s “‘American
Boy”’

8 Hybrid dog breed with
curly hair

9 Master’s musts

10 Whale constellation

11Feel sore

12 1t’s a bout done!

13 Despot’s undoing

14 Annual science
fiction awards

15 Tradition at the end
of a graduation
ceremony

16 Second-smallest U.S.

state capital by
population, after
Montpelier

17 Like new matches

18 Outof

20 What a waltzer
counts to

23 Emotion picture?

28 Trades jabs

30 Any of the meats
in a turducken, e.g.

33 Cocktail made from
peach nectar and
Prosecco

34 Letter before iota

35 Drink brand
with lizards in its
logo

36 Sweats

38 Members of a
publishing dynasty

39 ““60 Minutes”’
journalist Lesley

40 Protest that goes
nowhere?

42 Relaxed gait

44 ““We’re being
framed!”’

45 Sport with a chair
umpire

46 Briefly

47 Textile with roots in
the Scottish
Highlands

48 More sardonic

49 Ski lodge beverages

50 Most populous city
in the European
Union

51 Prominent feature
of Rudolph

52 Drink made with
steamed milk

53 Chain store that
sells many of its
items for $1.25,
curiously

56 Dudes abide by it

58 Party game in which
participants try to
identify a secret
assassin

59 Demanding sorts

61 Bits of trivia

65 Align, as audio to
video

66 Foldable parts of
some cars

69 Widely shared, say
70 Hula swayers
71 X
74 Small plant germ
75 Alloy containing tin
76 Head-to-toe

Islamic garment

78 Expensive appetizer

79 Jazz standard with
the lyric ““I’m so
tired
of paying my dues”’

80 Get acclimated

81 Spanish city where
Picasso was born

82 Cats do it with their
tongues

83 Dia de los Muertos
prop

84 Transported, as by
water

85 Surrealist Kahlo
86 Without a clue

87 Fully fill

88 French for ‘‘death”
89 Revs, as an engine

92 Holiday in which
banh chung cakes
are eaten

93 Prefix with -graphic

GUNSTON STREET RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE
V[LNVSOl[S EIEI
DN 1 aN33IL v 13 HS
VaANINDIV o 3oL 10
RIINCIE]  CIER "H31omyv
vaodls3s navi3a
wowj3d3au djjea L v d

3a1 sV K EN
LsoHl3 LI NV 1S3
N1 OOsH 341 71lsov L
dvanod il SV111/LH0L
31vad 3NN VWHONSLOV
AHHIEMNNT sll2 a1 8901
dvouJllyaL 1L3alnvo>d
mLAls3 L Ikl RIRIENG
surlls a3m3IH

“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and online at gunstonstreet.com. IS VH IRiCN:]1 BEIG

1LH40d Vi3S [O7 S N3 H
d 1 H41S3H0 N3Ilisdo 1L
373 djLHD HLHS 1 H3d
LN IV n 19/s/s3°dXx 3
sNndd H s311av3aa

The story of the U.S. military’s role
in Afghanistan, as seen through
the eyes of Stars and Stripes
journalists covering America’s
longest war.

Over 100 pages
of stunning images
and stories from
the front lines.
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Full-length advenure, familiar foe

Stop-motion duo Wallace & Gromit,
penguin villain Feathers McGraw
return with ‘Vengeance Most Fow!’

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

The cheese-loving English inventor Wallace and his loyal
dog Gromit have been stars since the beginning.

In the 35 years since Nick Park introduced the world to
his stop-motion creations and their eccentric, unapologet-
ically British existence, they’ve won Oscars, appeared in
commercials, video games, animated series and even the
occasional bit of (unofficial) protest art. Feature films, how-
ever, have been few and far between. Part of the reason is
the difficulty: Even a 30-minute short can take upward of
two years. Besides, why mess with a formula that’s pro-
duced only classics?

After working on the pair’s first feature, “Wallace & Gro-
mit: The Curse of the Were-Rabbit,” which was released in
2005 and won an Oscar, and “Early Man” (2018), Park even
doubted that he’d dabble in the form again. But sometimes
inspiration requires a little more breathing room: That’s
how the second “Wallace & Gromit” feature film, “Ven-
geance Most Fowl,” came to be. It debuts on Netflix world-
wide, except in the U.K., on Friday.

The seed of an idea

Gnomes have always been part of Wallace and Gromit’s
world. After “The Curse of the Were-Rabbit,” Park started
kicking around an idea about a smart gnome, Norbot, built
to help Gromit in the garden.

“There was something a bit missing,” Park said. “We tin-
kered around with the story on and off for years, and it
seemed to be lacking the more sinister element that’s often
in ‘Wallace & Gromit.” Why do the gnomes go wrong? Who
was the motivated villain?”

Five years ago, the solution came to them: Feathers
McGraw, the conniving penguin with a penchant for heists
and simple disguises, who turned their lives to chaos in
“The Wrong Trousers.”

“He was the answer to everything,” Park said. “The story
got bigger and more exciting. Suddenly it became a feature-
length film.”

The problem with Feathers McGraw

Over the years, Park and his co-director Merlin Cros-
singham often heard fan requests to bring Feathers back.

“We’d been very noncommittal about it because charac-
ters haven’tin the past come back,” Crossingham said. “But
when we did drop a little teaser trailer, we were completely
bowled over by the response.”

Feathers McGraw was by far the most difficult puppet to
animate, direct and light — this in a movie that has chase
sequences, special effects and an army of evil gnomes. The
simplicity of his design, and the fact that he doesn’t speak,
gave animators no room to hide. In fact, among the world-

NETFLIX/AP photos

Gromit, left, and Wallace, right, introduce their robot gnome, Norbot, in “Wallace & Gromit: Vengeance Most Fowl.”

class team at Aardman, Park said only five animators vol-
unteered to work on Feathers.

“All the filmmaking tricks have to come together very
well to make Feathers have that screen presence that we
needed from him,” Crossingham said.

Keeping the Britishisms alive

Part of the charm of the “Wallace & Gromit” films is their
unabashed Britishness, which the filmmakers have had to
fight (politely) to preserve as
their audience has become more
and more global.

“Alot of the stuffin the filmsis
inspired by stuff we grew up
with, the design of things, little
products,” Park said.

He was particularly happy to
include a “high-speed” barge
chase on the canals and a joke
about police at the Yorkshire
border — melding uniquely
British references with big Hol-
lywood movie tropes.

“I think all of it is a sort of a
lovely homage to Britishness
and not in a patriotic way, just kind of laughing at ourselves
culturally,” Crossingham said.

Stop-motion animation in a CGl world

The starting point for all scenes was always the tradition-
al: In camera, stop-motion animation like they’ve been us-
ing since 1989. It is, Crossingham said, fundamentally vital
to the films to see the thumbprints on the characters and
know that they’re handmade.

There have always been limitations, and the option to use

Fan-favorite villain
Feathers McGraw
resurfaces in the latest
“Wallace & Gromit”
adventure.

‘Vengeance Most Fowl’ by the numbers

5: Years it took to make “Vengeance Most Fow!”

10: Norbot puppets (with 20 interchangeable heads)
11: Feathers McGraw puppets

20: Years since the last “Wallace & Gromit” feature film
22.5: Hours of Wallace dialogue recorded by Ben Whitehead
(who took over after Peter Sallis’ death in 2017)

32: Animators

127: Seconds of animation produced each week
200+: Crew members

600: Eyes made for all characters in the film

750: Norbot hands created

Associated Press

more digital assistance, but it’s only been in recent years
that computer graphics have caught up enough to blend in.
Effects like fog and steam are possible in stop-motion, but,
they explained, they never look quite right.

“The main thing we required was that if we were going to
use a digital technique, could we force it to look right for our
film rather than it just being bolted on and feeling like an
accessory that was a bit of an unwelcome guest,” Crossing-
ham said.

The tension between embracing technological innova-
tion like artificial intelligence and preserving the old ways
that still work was not just an off-camera concept. It’s at the
heart of the film too, as Wallace’s well-intentioned inven-
tion turns against him (and wreaks havoc on the town).

“It’s abit meta,” Crossingham said. “I think there’s some-
thing that resonates with audiences with stop-motion that
they can tell it’s handcrafted, they can tell that’s the human
touch.”

Justin Baldoni files $250M libel lawsuit against New York Times

From wire reports

Justin Baldoni, the director and co-star of
“It Ends with Us,” is suing the New York
Times for libel for a story it published in De-
cember about allegations made by his co-
star, Blake Lively, that Baldoni sexually ha-
rassed her and hired a crisis PR firm to co-
ordinate a smear campaign against her.

Baldoni’s lawsuit, filed Tuesday in Los
Angeles Superior Court, which seeks up-
ward of $250 million in damages, alleges
that the Times “relied almost entirely on
Lively’s unverified and self-serving narra-
tive, lifting it nearly verbatim while disre-
garding an abundance of evidence that con-

tradicted her claims and exposed her true
motives.”

It also accused the outlet of not providing
enough time to Baldoni and his team to re-
spond to Lively’s allegations ahead of the
Dec. 21 story’s publication, alleging that
they received roughly 14 hours to provide
comment, only for the Times to publish
nearly two hours earlier than promised.

The New York Times, in an emailed state-
ment, stood firm on its reportage.

Lively had months earlier faced wide-
spread backlash from domestic violence
survivors for her lighthearted promotion of
“It Ends with Us,” a film adaptation of Col-

leen Hoover’s best-selling novel about a
woman who tries to end the cycle of abuse in
her family.

Baldoni has pushed back on Lively’s
claims that he sexually harassed her by
shooting scenes without an intimacy coor-
dinator present; making sexual comments;
and entering her trailer uninvited while she
was undressed.

“It Ends with Us” ended up becoming a
box office hit, making around $350 million
in theaters worldwide after it was released
in August. But domestic violence survivors
said the movie’s drama and promotional ef-
forts eclipsed the film’s message.

Jolie, Pitt settle divorce

Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt have
reached a divorce settlement, ending one of
the longest and most contentious divorces
in Hollywood history but not every legal is-
sue between the two.

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Scott
J. Nord approved the agreement Tuesday.
The filing says Jolie, 49, and Pitt, 61, give up
the right to any future spousal financial sup-
port, but gives no other details.

Jolie and Pitt were among Hollywood’s
most prominent pairings for 12 years, two of
them as a married couple. The Oscar win-
ners have six children together.
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Fire damages hotel made
famous by The Doors

c A LOS ANGELES — The

former Morrison Hotel,
made famous by The Doors and
their 1970 album of the same name,
was significantly damaged by a
fire that erupted in downtown Los
Angeles.

The four-story building, which
has been vacant more than a dec-
ade, burned for nearly two hours
before more than 100 firefighters
brought the flames under control,
according to the Los Angeles Fire
Department.

The Morrison Hotel was fea-
tured on the cover of The Doors’
fifth album. Celebrated music pho-
tographer Henry Diltz made the
image in 1969 and said years later
that it took a little trickery to pull it
off.

A hotel clerk told the band they
weren’t allowed to take photos in-
side, but when the clerk stepped
away, the group ran into the lobby
and Diltz quickly got the photo
looking through the window, with
legendary frontman Jim Morrison
in the middle.

The building in recent years had
been used as a training site for fire-
fighters.

Officer’s traffic stop
assault charge dismissed

0 OKLAHOMA CITY —

Oklahoma’s Republi-
can attorney general dismissed a
felony assault charge against a po-
lice officer who slammed a 71-
year-old man to the ground, break-
ing his neck, during an argument
over a traffic ticket.

Gentner Drummond announced
that he had intervened in the case
and dismissed the aggravated as-
sault and battery charge against
Oklahoma City Police Sgt. Joseph
Gibson, 28.

Oklahoma County District At-
torney Vicki Behenna charged
Gibson last month after body-worn
camera video released by police
showed Gibson throwing Lich Vu
to the ground after Vutouched Gib-
son during the argument following
a non-injury traffic accident Oct.
27.

“As attorney general, I will not
permit Oklahoma police officers to
face criminal prosecution for con-
duct adhering to their training,”
Drummond said in a statement.
“While the outcome of this incident
is unquestionably devastating for
Mr. Vu and his family, I do not be-
lieve the officer exhibited criminal
intent.”

Prosecutors said Vu suffered a
brain bleed and a broken neck and
eye socket.

Tugboat, tanker collide
in Mississippi River
LULING — The crew of
a tugboat was quickly
rescued when their vessel sank in-
to the Mississippi River following a
collision with a tanker ship in Loui-

siana.
St. Charles Parish Sheriff Greg

i
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Anew twist on 2025

Performers from the New England Center of Circus Arts in Brattleboro, Vi., put on a show for families at Last Night Brattleboro on Tuesday.

Champagne said his office re-
ceived a report of the collision be-
tween the ship and tugboat near
the Hale Boggs Memorial Bridge
in Luling, La., on Sunday night.

“Preliminary reports are that all
crew members from the tug have
been rescued,” Champagne said in
a Facebook post around 10 p.m.
Sunday.

The sheriff’s office said the tank-
er was traveling upriver when it
struck the tugboat and caused the
smaller vessel to sink, WWL-TV
reported.

Plane crew, passenger
injured during turbulence

w SEATTLE — Four

Alaska Airlines crew
members were hospitalized after
severe turbulence struck their
Boeing 737 MAX on a recent flight
from Seattle to Phoenix.

One passenger aboard Alaska
Airlines Flight 700 was also injured
during the midafternoon incident,
but was treated at Phoenix Sky
Harbor International Airport and
not hospitalized, Alaska Airlines
said.

The airline isn’t providing de-
tails about the severity of the crew
members’ injuries or their hospi-
talization status “to protect their
privacy,” according to Alaska Air-
lines.

The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration is investigating the inci-
dent, which involved a Boeing 737
MAX 9, according to the agency’s
website. The plane landed safely

following a report by the flight
crew of a “medical emergency fol-
lowing severe turbulence,” the
FAA said.

OK for top chess player to
compete in jeans

NEW YORK — Top-

ranked chess player
Magnus Carlsen headed back to
the World Blitz Championship on
Monday after its governing body
agreed to loosen a dress code that
got him fined and denied a late-
round game in another tournament
for refusing to change out of jeans.

Lamenting the contretemps, In-
ternational Chess Federation Pres-
ident Arkady Dvorkovich said in a
statement Sunday that he’d let
World Blitz Championship tourna-
ment officials consider allowing
“appropriate jeans” with a jacket,
and other “elegant minor devia-
tions” from the dress code.

He said Carlsen’s stand — which
culminated in his quitting the tour-
nament — highlighted a need for
more discussion “to ensure that
our rules and their application re-
flect the evolving nature of chess as
a global and accessible sport.”

Feds: Bengali kidnappers
tortured recent victim

NEW YORK — A
Queens kidnapping
ring that targeted fellow members
of the Bengali community tortured
one victim for spreading gossip
about the ringleader’s wife, new

KRisTOPHER RADDE, THE BRATTLEBORO (VT.) REFORMER/AP

court documents reveal.

Supermarket owner  Abu
Chowdhury, 35, and his wife, Iffat
Lubna, 24 — already accused in a
pair of brutal kidnappings — were
hit with new charges earlier in De-
cember alleging a third abduction.

The newly revealed victim was
held against his will and beaten for
four days during which the couple
sliced open his palms and threat-
ened to pour chili powder in the
wounds, according to prosecutors.

Even after the kidnapping ended
the victim had no choice but to
keep living with his attackers for
weeks because they refused to give
up his passport and belongings and
he had nowhere else to stay, the
feds say.

Another Dem switches to
GOP in Florida House

F TALLAHASSEE — A

second Democrat re-
elected to the Florida House of
Representatives this year has
joined the Republican Party, fur-
ther increasing the GOP’s super-
majority in the chamber.

State Rep. Hillary Cassel, an at-
torney from Dania Beach, an-
nounced that she had changed her
party affiliation from Democrat to
Republican, saying that she no
longer shares the values of the cur-
rent Democratic Party and that she
believes it will be easier to deliver
on her promises by joining the ma-
jority party.

“This decision was not made
lightly but comes from a deep

sense of responsibility to my con-
stituents and my commitment to
the values that guide my service,”
Cassel said in a statement. “I will
be joining the Republican Confe-
rence of the Florida House of Rep-
resentatives because I believe in
their vision for a better, more pros-
perous Florida.”

Cassel’s announcement comes
less than a month after State Rep.
Susan Valdés, a former school
board member who was reelected
as a Democrat in November,
switched her party affiliation to
Republican. Valdés said she was
“tired of being the party of protest-

3 ”»

ing

State reports rare fatal

human case of rabies
LEXINGTON — A
northern Kentucky res-

ident has died of rabies, the state
Department for Public Health an-
nounced.

Officials did not release the per-
son’s name or disclose whether the
victim was a man or woman.

Health officials had not yet been
able to pinpoint how the person
contracted the disease but said it
may have happened during travel
outside the U.S.

The person was treated in both
Kentucky and Ohio, so health au-
thorities in both states are working
with the federal Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention to in-
vestigate the case.

From wire services
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OPINION

Lady Liberty has a message for America

By THEODORE R. JOHNSON
Special to The Washington Post
hen I was in middle school, my
classvisited the Statue of Liber-
ty. Our first stop was the mu-
seum, filled with old photo-
graphs of ships packed with immigrants sail-
ing into New York Harbor. Some of the kids
looked our age ... and one of them looked just
like me.

Intruth, thisexperience wasarole-play sce-
nario from a choose-your-own-adventure
book, a popular genre among preadolescents
decades ago. The stories turn the reader into
the main character, who makes plot-altering
decisions every few pages. In this one, as I
stared at my doppelginger, the museum be-
gan to shake, knocking me down. Suddenly,
the floor was a wooden deck; I had been trans-
ported onto the boat in the picture —as anim-
migrant and an orphan. Then, decision time:
“Ifyougobelow deck tomeet some of the other
immigrants, turn to Page 40. If you go to the
front of the ship to meet the passengers who
are traveling first-class, turn to Page 10.”

Your fate is in your hands. By presenting
conflicting options wrapped in entertaining
scenes, these books require young readers to
prioritize their values and face the conse-
quences of their decisions. Readers are also
encouraged to consider matters from another
person’s perspective —an important practice
for democratic societies.

Those skills would be useful now. Policy
questions about immigration place the desti-
nies of others in our hands. Today, efforts to
deport undocumented people must reckon
with “dreamers,” those broughtillegally tothe
United States as children and knowing no oth-
er home. Proposals to end birthright citizen-
ship — the Constitution’s most color-blind
provision — would strip away someone’s
rights simply because of who their parents

were. Better policyideas canresultfrom walk-
ing a mile in other people’s shoes. In crafting
immigration policy, “what would a dreamer
do?” isnot a bad place to start.

That impulse doesn’t always come natural-
ly, but perhaps it should for Americans. The
Statue of Liberty is a declaration that the story
of the country is a story of immigration.
Around the turn of the 20th century, much of
the nation’s rapid population growth was be-
cause of the more than 12 million people who
sailed past the lady and her torch, alongside
othernewcomers who debarked in placeslike
San Francisco, New Orleans, Philadelphia
and Boston. Every surge ofimmigrantshasre-
shaped the nation. They’ve included those es-
caping persecution as well as those just
searching for a place to make a living. Hoping
to be welcomed — and maybe even accepted.

This defining decision in the book — meet
the people like me or visit first class—offers a
choice between social belonging and econom-
ic opportunity. Immigrants still cite these as
principal motivations for coming tothe United
States. But they also report encountering rac-
ism and nativism after arrival, like those be-
fore them. Anti-Irish and anti-German back-
lash in the 1840s led to riots and rebellions,
stirred conspiracy theories, and produced
measures to limit citizenship and restrict vot-
ing. In the wake of World War I, xenophobia
fueled the Red Scare and a heyday of the Ku
Klux Klan. Nationality quotas were instituted
that discriminated against racial and ethnic
minorities. It’s a familiar turn of events. To-
day’s Hispanic and Asian immigrants endure
hate crimes, disinformation campaigns, and
threats of deportation and revoked citizen-
ship.

What would you do in their shoes?

The book hints at the high stakes: Choices
made by the reader can lead to adoption by a
wealthy family or to beatings by a slumlord.

One series of decisions led to becoming a fa-
mous doctor, another to a life of crime. “Re-
member,” thebook warned, “whateveryoudo
decides your fate in America!”

But sometimes, no matter what you do,
America will decide your fate. Immigration
was a top issue in the recent presidential elec-
tion,and that can make for strange bedfellows.
Policies of mass deportation and to redefine
the citizenship clause of the 14th Amendment
are ideas rooted in the same intolerance that
once limited naturalization to “any alien being
a free white person,” banned Asians, and tar-
geted Jewish, Catholic and Muslim hopefuls.
Yet many Hispanic and Asian Americans —
the people at the heart of the today’s wave —
voted for stricter policies rather than more
welcoming ones, evidence of Americans’
mixed attitudes toward immigration.

Politicians of all stripes have professed that
success is available in the United States to
anyone whoworks hard and playsbytherules.
But the path to citizenship is a bureaucratic
nightmare, a slow and broken process that
mostly hinges on family relationships or long-
time employment. Meanwhile, many are left
without options, having no choice but tolive in
the shadows — their destinies hinging on the
whims of politics.

Another game book was published at the
same time: “The Miss Liberty Caper,” written
for grade school readers. Both were released
to mark the statue’s centennial in 1986 and
teach the meaning of the iconic landmark. In
the second volume, a schoolgirl must decide
whether to climb toward the torch, designed
as a lighthouse for freedom and liberty, or
head down tothe departing ferries. Americais
in her shoes, and the choice is up to us.

Theodore R. Johnson, a contributing columnist for The
Washington Post and retired naval officer, writes on issues of
race, democracy and American identity. He’s the author of the
book “If We Are Brave.”

The language of both sides in the Israel-Hamas war

By AMIR SOMMER
Los Angeles Times

he language people use to talk about

the Israel-Hamas war has power: It

can contribute to misunderstand-

ing and alienation, but it can also
bring about appreciation for concepts that can
seem impossible during this kind of conflict,
such as peace.

Iwas born to a Palestinian Arab father and
an Israeli Jewish mother—aunion that might
sound romantic at first. In reality, my parents
were the Romeo and Juliet of falafel stands.
They couldn’t marry; interfaith marriages are
illegalin Israel,and theirtype of romanceista-
booin the Palestinian territories. As one of the
few children born of such unions, I've felt like
an outsider my entire life.

On weekends, my family usually visited
Palestinian families in Nazareth or accompa-
nied Israeli friends to akibbutz. Wherever we
went, my parents coached us to adjust our
identities to fit in. Among Palestinians, speak-
ing toomuch Hebrew or making too many ref-
erences to popular Israeli books or music was
often frowned upon. With Israeli friends, I
learned it was better to refrain from speaking
Arabic and to downplay connections to reli-
gions other than Judaism.

We were like water, always reflecting the
people in front of us and hiding what was un-
derneath.

I studied to become a writer and my early
poetry was preoccupied with my search for

belonging. I wrote first in Hebrew and thenin
Arabic. For years, I wrote for Israeli audienc-
es; later, I switched my focus to Arab audienc-
es. Yet I felt incomplete either way, as if I had
to sacrifice part of myself to reach anyone.
Now I write in English, which strikes me as
more neutral.

During the Israel-Hamas war, I've noticed
the words that people on both sides of the con-
flict use and avoid, and what those choices say
about their sense of identity and belonging.
Some of my Israeli friends, even those who
consider themselves left-wing, say things like
“There’s no such thing as Palestinians; that
place never existed,” a sentiment that echoes
that of some Israeli leaders. Similarly, some
Palestinian leaders deny Israel’s existence,
and some of my Palestinian friends insist that
my motherisn’t an Israeli, just a Jew.

What people don’t say is just as relevant.
Many Israelis shy away from terms such as
“apartheid” and “genocide,” as if using the
words could be a first step toward acknowl-
edging injustices. And many Palestinians
avoid words such as “conflict” and “war” be-
cause they believe that Israel is responsible
for the hostilities taking place. Some Palesti-
nians also eschew the term “terrorism,” view-
ing Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, attack as legitimate
resistance to occupation.

Semantic differences can be signaled in
nonverbal ways too, especially on social
media. The watermelon emoji, for example,
with colorslike the Palestinian flag’s,is used to

signal support for Gaza, while the yellow rib-
bonemojiis used toindicate supportforIsrael.

T've learned to use both groups’ terms for
something at the same time whenever possi-
ble to preserve my hybrid identity and main-
tain neutrality. For example, when I speak of
the holy city, I call it “Jerusalem-Al-Quds,”
embracing both its Israeli and Palestinian
names. I use the terms “Nakba” and “estab-
lishment of Israel” in the same sentence. This
is my way of respecting both narratives.

I also draw on terminology from both sides
inmy writing, recognizing that the weaponiza-
tion of language traps people in denial. It caus-
es them to mistake the light of empathy for
darkness, much as in Plato’s allegory of the
cave, and overlook the possibility of coexis-
tence. I see trying to liberate words from their
cages as part of my job.

Because if we can’t communicate about our
pain and suffering, it’s no surprise that we see
peace as a form of weakness or surrender.

For many Palestinians, the two-state solu-
tionisanempty American promise, and there-
fore permission for Israeli occupation. For
many Israelis, a two-state solution is a precur-
sor to another Oct. 7 massacre. I can’t blame
any of them for their fears and traumas. But I
hope to be one of the many people who help
them understand the word “peace” as a posi-
tive and a possibility.

Amir Sommer is an award-winning poet and author who divides
his time between Berlin and California.
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AP Men’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, and total
points based on 25 points for a first-place
vote through one point for a 25th-place
vote and previous ranking.

Record Pts Prv

1. Tennessee (41) 12-0 1504 1
2. Auburn (20) 11-1 1481 2
3. lowa St. 10-1 1392 3
4. Duke 10-2 1321 4
5. Alabama 11-2 1238 5
6. Florida 13-0 1202 6
7.Kansas 9-2 1084 7
8. Marquette 11-2 1037 8
9. Oregon 12-1 979 9
10. Kentucky 10-2 958 10
11.UConn 10-3 904 11
12. Oklahoma 13-0 863 12
13. Texas A&M 11-2 812 13
14. Houston 83 626 15
15. UCLA 11-2 571 22
16. Cincinnati 10-1 551 17
17. Mississippi St. 11-1 483 19
18. Michigan St. 10-2 473 18
19. Gonzaga 9-4 383 14
20. Purdue 9-4 281 21
21. Memphis 10-3 213 -
22. Illinois 9-3 193 24
23. Arkansas 10-2 174 23
24. Mississippi 11-2 165 16
25. Baylor 83 139 25

Others receiving votes: Maryland 133,
Drake 100, St. John’s 98, Dayton 90, Michi-
gan 65, Utah St. 59, Georgia 48, Pittsburgh
35, West Virginia 30, San Diego St. 28, Ohio
St. 19, Missouri 19, North Carolina 19, Ari-
zona St 13, Indiana 11, Texas Tech 8, Clem-
son 8, Wisconsin 7, Penn St. 5, St. Bonaven-

No. 9 Oregon (12-1) vs. Maryland (11-2)

No. 11 UConn (10-3) vs. Providence (7-7)
(181%.) 20 Purdue (9-4) vs. Northwestern
(181%.)21 Memphis (10-3) vs. North Texas

No. 22 lllinois (9-3) at Washington (9-4)

AP Women’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ women’s college basketball poll,
with first-place votes in parentheses, and
total points based on 25 points for a first-

Blaca 1St hepyaials AgiRhr = 25

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

Record Pts Prv
1. UCLA (30) 13-0 798 1
2. South Carolina (1) 12-1 763 2
3. Notre Dame (1) 11-2 727 3
4. Southern Cal 12-1 693 4
5. Texas 13-1 642 5
6. LSU 15-0 628 6
7.UConn 11-2 613 7
8. Maryland 12-0 609 8
9. Oklahoma 12-1 534 9
10. Ohio St. 13-0 504 10
11.TCU 13-1 475 11
12. Kansas St 13-1 452 12
13. Georgia Tech 14-0 400 13
14. Duke 10-3 357 14
15. Tennessee 12-0 340 15
16. Kentucky 11-1 321 16
17. North Carolina 13-2 303 17
18. West Virginia 10-2 233 18
19. Alabama 13-1 207 20
20. California 13-1 186 21
21. Michigan St. 11-2 148 19
22. NC State 10-3 137 22
23. lowa 11-2 116 24
24. Michigan 10-3 82 23
25. Mississippi 83 48 25

ture 2, Nebraska 1.

USA Today Men’s Top 25

The USA Today Sports Top 25 men’s bas-
ketball poll, with team’s records through
Sunday in parentheses, total points based
on 25 for first place through one point for
25th, ranking in last week’s poll and first-

place votes received.

Pts Prev 1st

1 Tennessee (12-0) 764 1 20
2 Auburn (11-1) 747 2 11
3 lowa State (10-1) 707 3 0
4 Duke (10-2) 664 4 0
5 Florida (13-0) 651 5 0
6 Alabama (11-2) 626 6 0
7 Kansas (9-2) 552 7 0
8 Marquette (11-2) 539 8 0
9 Oregon (12-1) 491 9 0
10 Oklahoma (13-0) 437 11 0
11 Kentucky (10-2) 428 10 0
12 Texas A&M (11-2) 424 13 0
13 Connecticut (10-3) 416 14 0
14 Houston (8-3) 386 12 0
15 Michigan St. (10-2) 270 18 0
16 Mississippi St. (11-1) 267 19 0
17 Cincinnati (10-1) 259 17 0
18 UCLA (11-2) 255 21 0
19 Gonzaga (9-4) 170 15 0
20 lllinois (9-3) 129 22 0
21 Baylor (8-3) 113 23 0
22 Purdue (9-4) 108 25 0
23 Mississippi (11-2) 92 16 0
24 Maryland (11-2) 90 NR 0
25 Memphis (10-3) 87 NR 0

Dropped out: No. 20 San Diego State
(8-3); No. 24 St. John’s (11-2).

Others receiving votes: St. John’s (11-2)
70; Arkansas (10-2) 58; Drake (12-0) 53;
Michigan (10-3) 49; Utah State (12-1) 42;
Georgia (12-1) 36; San Diego State (8-3) 30;
Dayton (10-3) 19; Texas Tech (9-2) 12; Pitts-
burgh (10-2) 10; Clemson (10-3) 9; West
Virginia (9-2) 8; Missouri (10-2) 6; North
Carolina (8-5) 1.

Men’s Top 25 schedule
Friday’s games
l\éo. 8 Marquette (12-2) vs. Creighton

9-5)
No. 18 Michigan St. (11-2) at Ohio St. (9-4)
Saturday’s games

No. 1 Tennessee (13-0) vs. No. 23 Arkan-
sas (11-2)

No. 2 Auburn (12-1) vs. Missouri (11-2)

No.3lowaSt. (11-1) vs.No.25Baylor (9-3)

No. 4 Duke (11-2) at SMU (11-2)

No. 5 Alabama (11-2) vs. No. 12 Oklaho-
ma (13-0)

N%. 6 Florida (13-0) at No. 10 Kentucky

11

No. 13 Texas A&M (11-2) vs. Texas (11-2)

No. 14 Houston (9-3) vs. BYU (10-2)

No. 15 UCLA (11-2) at Nebraska (11-2)

No. 16 Cincinnati (10-2) vs. Arizona (7-5)

No. 17 Mississippi St. (12-1) vs. South
Carolina (10-3)

No. 19 Gonzaga (10-4) at Loyola Mary-

mount (8-6)

No. 24 Mississippi (11-2) vs. Georgia

(12-1)

Sunday’s games
No. 7 Kansas (9-3) at UCF (10-2)

Others receiving votes: Vanderbilt 26,
Utah 24, lllinois 11, Oklahoma St. 7, Baylor
5, Nebraska 4, Mississippi St. 3, Harvard 3,
Portland 1.

USA Today Women’s Top 25

The USA Today Sports Top 25 women’s
basketball poll, with team’s records
through Monday in parentheses, total
points based on 25 for first place through

851t BRI O St TR A5 Week's

Pts Prev 1st

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Toronto 38 23 13 2 48 118 106
Florida 38 23 13 2 48 131 119
Boston 39 20 15 4 44 102 118
Tampa Bay 34 20 12 2 42 134 97
Ottawa 36 1915 2 40 110 103
Montreal 37 17 17 3 37 113 127
Detroit 371518 4 34 98 120
Buffalo 38 14 20 4 32 116 128

Metropolitan Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

Washington 37 25 10 2 52 135 96

New Jersey 41 24 14 3 51 132 104
Carolina 37 22 13 2 46 128 106
Pittsburgh 39 17 17 5 39 120 145
Columbus 38 16 16 6 38 127 136
Philadelphia 38 17 17 4 38 119 136
N.Y.Islanders 38 14 17 7 35 102 122
N.Y.Rangers 36 16 19 1 33101 113

Western Conference
Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Winnipeg 39 27 11 1 55142 96

Minnesota 382311 4 50113 104
Colorado 3832315 0 46 130 123
Dallas 36 22 13 1 45116 91
St. Louis 39 18 17 4 40 106 117
Utah 37 16 15 6 38 106 112
Nashville 38 11 20 7 29 91122
Chicago 381224 2 26 96 129

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 3725 9 3 53 131 102
Los Angeles 37 22 10 5 49 116 95
Edmonton 37 22 12 3 47 121 105
Calgary 37 1812 7 43101 111
Vancouver 36 17 11 8 42 112 115
Seattle 381719 2 36111 119
Anaheim 36 15 17 4 34 91 111
San Jose 40 11 23 6 28 105 146

1 UCLA (13-0) 775 1 31
2 South Carolina (12-1) 741 2 0
3 Notre Dame (11-2) 678 4 0
4 LSU (15-0) 677 3 0
5 USsC(12-1) 659 5 0
6 Texas (13-1) 621 6 0
7 Maryland (12-0) 572 8 0
8 Connecticut (11-2) 559 7 0
9 Ohio State (13-0) 526 9 0
10 Oklahoma (12-1) 498 10 0
11 Kansas State (13-1) 461 11 0
12 TCU (13-1) 431 12 0
13 Tennessee (12-0) 384 13 0
14 Georgia Tech (14-0) 355 16 0
15 Duke (10-3) 344 14 0
16 Kentucky (11-1) 319 15 0
17 North Carolina (13-2) 284 17 0
18 West Virginia (10-2) 229 18 0
19 NC State (10-3) 181 20 0
20 Alabama (13-1) 178 21 0
21 Michigan St. (11-2) 161 19 0
22 lowa (11-2) 118 22 0
23 California (13-1) 95 24 0
24 Baylor (11-2) 87 23 0
25 Mississippi (9-3) 27 NR 0

Dropped out: No. 25 Michigan (10-3).

Others ret:eivin?1 votes: MISSISSIBPI
State (13-1) 25; Utah (10-2) 23; Vanderbilt
(13-1) 23; Michigan (10-3) 15; Illinois (11-2)
13; Florida State (11-2) 11; George Mason
(11-1) 4; Nebraska (10-3) 1.

Women’s Top 25 schedule

Saturday’s games

No. 1 UCLA (13-0) at Indiana (10-3)
No. 11 TCU (13-1) vs. Cincinnati (8-3)
(121%.)12 Kansas St. (13-1) vs. Texas Tech
No. 18 West Virginia (10-2) vs. BYU (9-3)
Sunday’s games

No.2 South Carolina (12-1) at Mississippi
St. (13-1)

No. 3 Notre Dame (11-2) at No. 17 North
Carolina (13-2)

No. 4 Southern Cal (12-1) at Rutgers (8-5)

No. 5 Texas (13-1) vs. Arkansas (7-8)

No. 6 LSU (15-0) vs. Auburn (9-4)

No. 7 UConn (11-2) at Villanova (7-6)
(15\1%.)8 Maryland (12-0) at No. 23 lowa

No. 9 Oklahoma (12-1) at No. 15 Tennes-
see (12-0
(7N7<§. 10 Ohio St. (13-0) vs. Northwestern

No. 14 Duke (10-3) vs. Pittsburgh (8-7)
(121({.) 16 Kentucky (11-1) at Vanderbilt

No. 19 Alabama (13-1) vs. Missouri (11-4)

No. 20 California (13-1) at SMU (8-5)
(181%.)22 NC State (10-3) vs. Boston College
(7NS<§' 25 Mississippi (9-3) at Texas A&M

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Monday’s games

Florida 5, N.Y. Rangers 3
Winnipeg 3, Nashville 0
Seattle 5, Utah 2

Tuesday’s games

Washington 3, Boston 1
Toronto 3, N.Y.Islanders 1
Montreal 3, Vegas 2

St. Louis 6, Chicago 2
Colorado 5, Winnipeg 2
Dallas 4, Buffalo 2

Detroit 4, Pittsburgh 2
Philadelphia 4, San Jose 0
Anaheim 3, New Jersey 2
Minnesota 5, Nashville 3
Columbus 4, Carolina 3, SO
Edmonton 4, Utah 1
Calgary 3, Vancouver 1

Wednesday’s game
Los Angeles 3, New Jersey 0

Thursday’s games

Boston at N.Y. Rangers

Carolina at Florida
Detroit at Columbus
Minnesota at Washington

Toronto at N.Y. Islanders

Anaheim at Winnipeg
Ottawa at Dallas

Buffalo at Colorado
Utah at Calgary

Philadelphia at Vegas
Vancouver at Seattle

Tampa Bay at San Jose

Friday’s games

Pittsburgh at Florida
Montreal at Chicago

Ottawa at St. Louis
Anaheim at Edmonton
Nashville at Vancouver

Saturday’s games

N.Y. Rangers at Washington
Detroit at Winnipeg
New Jersey at San Jose

Boston at Toronto

Minnesota at Carolina

Montreal at Colorado
St. Louis at Columbus

Utah at Dallas

Tampa Bay at Los Angeles
Buffalo at Vegas
Edmonton at Seattle
Nashville at Calgary

Sunday’s games

N.Y. Rangers at Chicago
N.Y. Islanders at Boston
Pittsburgh at Carolina

Philadelphia at Toronto
Tampa Bay at Anaheim

FCS playoffs
Championship
Monday, Jan. 6
Montana St. vs. North Dakota St.

NCAA Division Ill playoffs
Championship
Sunday, Jan. 5

North Central (lll.) vs. Mount Union

College Football Playoff
First Round
Dec. 20
No. 7 Notre Dame 27, No. 10 Indiana 17
Dec.21

No. 6 Penn St. 38, No. 11 SMU 10
No. 5 Texas 38, No. 12 Clemson 24
No. 8 Ohio St. 42, No. 9 Tennessee 17

Quarterfinals
Dec. 31
Fiesta Bowl

Penn St. 31, Boise St. 14

Jan. 1
Rose Bowl

Ohio St. 41, Oregon 21
Peach Bowl
Texas 39, Arizona St. 31, 20T

Jan. 2
Sugar Bowl

Notre Dame vs. No. 2 Georgia

Semifinals
Jan. 9
Orange Bowl

Penn St. vs. Notre Dame-Georgia winner

Jan. 10
Cotton Bowl

Texas vs. Ohio St.

National Championship
Jan. 20
Atlanta

Semifinal winners
Bowl glance

Dec. 14
Celebration Bowl
Jackson St. 28, South Carolina St. 7
I1S4S Salute to Veterans Bowl
South Alabama 30, W. Michigan 23

Dec. 17
Frisco Bowl

Memphis 42, West Virginia 37
Dec. 18
Boca Raton Bowl
James Madison 27, W. Kentucky 17
LA Bowl

UNLV 24, California 13

Dec. 19
New Orleans Bowl

Sam Houston 31, Georgia Southern 26

Dec. 20
Cure Bowl

Ohio 30, Jacksonville St. 27
Gasparilla Bowl
Florida 33, Tulane 8

Dec. 23
Myrtle Beach Bowl
UTSA 44, Coastal Carolina 15

Potato Bowl

N. Illinois 28, Fresno St. 20 20T

Dec. 24
Hawai’i Bowl

South Florida 41, San Jose St. 39, 50T

Dec. 26
GameAbove Sports Bowl
Toledo 48, Pittsburgh 46 60T
Rate Bowl
Kansas St. 44, Rutgers 41
68 Ventures Bowl
Arkansas St. 38, Bowling Green 31

Dec. 27
Las Vegas Bowl

Southern Cal 35, Texas A&M 31
Liberty Bowl
Arkansas 39, Texas Tech 26
Holiday Bowl
Syracuse 52, Washington St. 35
Armed Forces Bowl
Navy 21, Oklahoma 20
Birmingham Bowl
Vanderbilt 35, Georgia Tech 27

Dec. 28
Fenway Bowl

UConn 27, North Carolina 14
Pinstripe Bowl
Nebraska 20, Boston College 15
New Mexico Bowl
TCU 34, Louisiana 3
Pop-Tarts Bowl
lowa St. 42, Miami 41
Arizona Bowl
Miami (Ohio) 43, Colorado State 17
Military Bowl
ECU 26, NC State 21
Alamo Bowl
BYU 36, Colorado 14
Independence Bowl
Army 27, Louisiana Tech 6

Dec. 30
Music City Bowl

Missouri 27, lowa 24
Dec. 31
ReliaQuest Bowl
Michigan 19, Alabama 13
Sun Bowl
Louisville 35, Washington 34
Citrus Bowl
lllinois 21, South Carolina 17
Texas Bowl

LSU 44, Baylor 31

Jan. 2
Gator Bowl

Duke vs. Mississippi

Jan.3
First Responder Bowl
North Texas vs. Texas St.
Duke’s Mayo Bowl

Minnesota vs. Virginia Tech

Jan. 4

Bahamas Bowl

Buffalo vs. Liberty

Wednesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Acquired LHP
Tyler Gilbert from the Philadelphia Phillies
in exchange for RHP Aaron Combs. Desig-
nates SS Braden Shewmake for assign-
ment.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

BROOKLYN NETS — Signed F Tosan Ev-
buomwan to a two-way contract. Waived
G Jaylen Martin.

INDIANA PACERS — Waived G Tristen
Newton.

UTAH JAZZ — Signed G Elijah Harkless to
a two-way contract. Waived F David Jones
Garcia.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed RB Mi-
chael Cartertothe active roster. Placed RB
James Conner on injured reserve.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Designated RB
Miles Sanders to return from injured re-
serve.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Signed DL Earnest
Brown IV to the active roster.

DETROIT LIONS — Designated LB Alex

Anzalone to return from injured reserve.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Designated
S Alohi Gilman to return from injured re-
serve. Placed S Elijah Molden on injured
reserve.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Signed OT Braeden
Daniels to the active roster. Placed OT
Kendall Lamm on injured reserve.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Designated TE
Dallas Goedert to return from injured re-
serve.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed K Matthew
Wright to the practice squad.

WASHINGTON COMMANDERS — Desig-
nated RB Austin Ekeler to return from in-
jured reserve.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Called up C Nikita
Nesterenko.

MINNESOTA WILD — Placed LW Kirill Ka-
prizov oninjured reserve. Recalled F Bren-
dan Gaunce and D Carson Lambos from lo-
wa (AHL).

. SOCCER
Major League Soccer

NEW YORK CITY FC — Loaned MF James
Sands to FC St. Pauli (Bundesliga) through
June 30, 2025 with St. Pauli having an op-
tion to extend the loan through the 2025/
26 season.

AP SPORTLIGHT

Jan.3

1920 — Boston Red Sox owner Harry Fra-
zee sells pitcher-outfielder Babe Ruth to
the New York Yankees for $125,000 plus a
$350,000 loan.

1991 — Wayne Gretzky scores three
goals, including his 700th, as the Los An-
geles Kings beat the Islanders 6-3.

1993 — The Buffalo Bills stage pro foot-
ball’s biggest comeback to beat the Hous-
ton Oilers 41-38 in overtime in the first

round of the NFL playoffs. The Oilers held a
35-3 lead 1:41 into the third quarter. Frank
Reich throws four touchdown passes to
give Buffaloits first lead of the game 38-35.
Al Del Grecco’s 26-yard field goal ties the
game. Steve Christie kicks the game-win-
ning 32-yard field goal in overtime.

2007 — High profile Miami Dolphins NFL
head coach Nick Saban resigns after
agreeing to return to college football and
take head coaching job at Alabama.
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Bahamian Hield brings
energy, joy to Warriors

By JANIE McCAULEY
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Buddy
Hield hollers through the locker
room at Stephen Curry with some
good-natured banter or cracks
jokes at practice and on the team
plane, by all accounts leaving ev-
eryone in hysterics.

From the moment Hield joined
the Golden State Warriors last
summer, he exhibited a tireless
training regimen, too — one that
has impressed Curry.

“He probably puts more hours
in the gym than I think I've ever
seen anybody,” Curry said.

The two-time NBA MVP is en-
joying the high-energy personali-
ty, team-first dedication along
with his new Warriors backcourt
mate’s love for his craft.

From Freeport in the Bahamas
to the Bay Area, the 32-year-old
Hield takes great pride in repre-
senting his island nation on the big
NBA stage.

“It’s special,” Hield said. “It’s
not by chance. I've put the work in,
for sure. I'm just blessed and hon-
ored to be in this position.”

Hield is averaging 12.6 points
and shooting nearly 43% from the
field with the Warriors, but he also
is making his presence felt off the
court.

When Hield arrives anywhere
with the Warriors, he offers his
hellos with that signature smile
and instantly lifts the spirits of his
new team. It’s the kind of joy and
focus coach Steve Kerr has long
insisted defines the Warriors fran-
chise.

“There is nothing even-keel
abouthim, he is all extreme happy,
joy, talking all the time, and you
love that energy because he loves
the game,” Curry said. “... He does
bring joy to the locker room, to the
plane. No matter where we’re at,
you’re going to hear him and he
liftseverybody up because he’s got
a great sense of humor and he’s
been around the block. The fun-
niest part is you just can’t get him
to shut up. So you appreciate ev-
erything he brings.”

His teammates call him Buddy
Love, Buddy Fresh and Buddy
Buckets — the nickname Buddy
has been with the shooting guard
since just after his birth, as Hield’s
formal first name is Chavano.

Hield became the 17th player in
NBA history to reach 2,000 3-
pointers, and he sparks the offense
with the way he runs the floor.

“I’'vejust got tokeep moving and
hopefully I'm able to catch some of
the greats,” Hield said. “I proba-
bly won’t be able to catch Steph,
but I hope to catch some of the
greats and hopefully I can crack

Tony AVELAR/AP

Warriors guard Buddy Hield has brought a sense of humor and
tireless work ethic with him to Golden State as well as great pride in
representing his island nation of the Bahamas on the big NBA stage.

“The funniest
part is you just
can’'t get him to
shut up. So you
appreciate
everything he
brings.”

Steph Curry
Warriors guard

top-10, maybe top-five.”

That would be just fine with
Kerr.

“We’re at our best when we’re
playing fast and with a lot of pace,
and that’s what Buddy does really
well,” Kerr said. “He runs the
floor in transition probably better
than anybody on our team.”

The Warriors (16-16) have been
struggling lately, losing three of
their last 10.

But you won’t hear complaints
from Hield, who has enjoyed an
impressive run — from shooting
as ayoungster on amakeshift hoop
that he and his brother Chevez
constructed from a milk crate to
helping lead Oklahoma to a Final
Four in college and now as a jour-
neyman in his ninth NBA season
with a fifth different team.

“Where I came from in the Ba-
hamas, I couldn’t write a better
script than this, just being down
there, shooting on an outside
court, building my own court right

from a crate. To have 2,000 3s, I
know the young kids back home
and the people that helped me get
to this point will really appreciate
that.

“So I’'m just blessed to be in this
situation.”

Hield landed with Golden State
following Klay Thompson’s de-
parture to Dallas, and it’s some-
thing Bahamas teammate Thomp-
son called “very special.”

“I'm just happy they replaced
me with another Bahamian,” he
said.

And Thompson certainly realiz-
es what Hield means to the Baha-
mas and helping build basketball
back home.

“Areyoukidding me? He’s aleg-
end, especially around Freeport.
Buddy gives young men and wom-
en hope all over the nation,”
Thompson said. “Especially his
commitment to the national team,
it’s amazing. It’s really cool.”

Hield’s shooting has been incon-
sistent, but the Warriors are see-
ing everything he brings on and off
the court. And that doesn’t waver
whether he’s hitting shots or mis-
sing them, or starting or coming
off the bench.

“He lifts this team every day
when he comes in smiling,” guard
Gary Payton II said. “I know that
smile travels all the way back to
the Bahamas and those kids have
the same smile when he’s on the
court. ... How he plays and what he
does, it’s kind of like a Steph effect
over there in the islands. They’re
shouting Buddy. We know what he
means to this team and what he
means to the Bahamas.”

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division
W L Pct GB

Boston 24 9 .727 -
New York 24 10 .706 123
Philadelphia 13 18 419 10
Brooklyn 12 21 364 12
Toronto 8 26 .235 16%

Southeast Division
W L Pct GB

Orlando 20 15 .571 —
Miami 17 14 548 1
Atlanta 18 16 529 1%
Charlotte 7 25.219 11%
Washington 6 25 .194 12

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Cleveland 29 4 .879 —
Milwaukee 17 14 548 11
Indiana 16 18 471 13%
Detroit 15 18 .455 14
Chicago 15 19 441 14%

Western Conference
Southwest Division
w L Pct GB

Memphis 23 11 .676 -
Houston 22 11 .667 Ya
Dallas 20 14 .588 3
San Antonio 17 16 515 5%
New Orleans 5 29 .147 18

Northwest Division
w L Pct GB

Oklahoma City 27 5 .844 —
Denver 19 13 .594 8
Minnesota 17 15 .531 10
Portland 11 21 344 16
Utah 7 25 .219 20

Pacific Division
w L Pct GB

L.A. Clippers 19 14 576 —
L.A. Lakers 18 14 .563 V2
Golden State 16 16 .500 2%
Phoenix 15 17 469 3%
Sacramento 15 19 441 4%

Tuesday’s games

Boston 125, Toronto 71

Milwaukee 120, Indiana 112

San Antonio 122, L.A. Clippers 86
Oklahoma City 113, Minnesota 105
Cleveland 122, L.A. Lakers 110
Memphis 117, Phoenix 112

Wednesday’s games

Washington 125, Chicago 107
Detroit 105, Orlando 96

New York 119, Utah 103

Miami 119, New Orleans 108
Toronto 130, Brooklyn 113
Houston 110, Dallas 99

Denver 139, Atlanta 120
Sacramento 113, Philadelphia 107

Thursday’s games

Boston at Minnesota

Indiana at Miami

Brooklyn at Milwaukee

L.A. Clippers at Oklahoma City
Philadelphia at Golden State
Portland at L.A. Lakers

Friday’s games

Charlotte at Detroit
Orlando at Toronto

Boston at Houston

New York at Oklahoma City
Washington at New Orleans
Cleveland at Dallas

San Antonio at Denver
Memphis at Sacramento
Atlanta at L.A. Lakers

Saturday’s games

Philadelphia at Brooklyn
Minnesota at Detroit
Phoenix at Indiana
Denver at San Antonio
New York at Chicago
Portland at Milwaukee
Utah at Miami

Memphis at Golden State
Atlanta at L.A. Clippers

Sunday’s games

Boston at Oklahoma City
Charlotte at Cleveland

New Orleans at Washington
Utah at Orlando

L.A. Lakers at Houston
Sacramento at Golden State

Monday’s games

Portland at Detroit
Phoenix at Philadelphia
Indiana at Brooklyn
Orlando at N.Y. Knicks
Milwaukee at Toronto
San Antonio at Chicago
Dallas at Memphis

L.A. Clippers at Minnesota
Miami at Sacramento

Penn St.
bottles up
Jeanty

By JoHN MARSHALL
Associated Press

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Penn
State defenders clogged every
hole, stretched out every outside
run, closed with ferocity.

Everywhere that Ashton Jeanty
turned, he ran into Nittany Lions.
The Heisman Trophy runner-up
still went over 100 yards, but he
sure had to work for it.

Drew Allar threw three touch-
down passes and No. S Penn State
bottled up Jeanty for a 31-14 win
over No. 8 Boise State in the Fiesta
Bowl on Tuesday night, earning a
spot in the College Football
Playoff semifinals.

“We knew who we were going
against. We knew we had to have
hats to the ball every single play
because every play he could break
one,” said Penn State safety Zakee
Wheatley, who had an intercep-
tion and recovered a fumble. “We
did that the whole game.”

The Nittany Lions (13-2, CFP
No. 6 seed) opened their first CFP
berth with a blowout win over
SMU and appeared headed to-
ward the latest lopsided victory in
the new 12-team format by jump-
ing out to a 14-0 lead against Boise
State.

But the Broncos (12-2, CFP No.
3 seed) have relished the role of
underdog and they had an answer.

Boise State galloped back from
the early deficit, trimming the
margin to 17-14 early in the third
quarter, momentum seemingly on
its side.

And then Penn State turned the
tide for good.

Allar threw his second touch-
down pass of the night to John
Mackey Award winner Tyler
Warren, and Nick Singleton burst
up the middle for a S8-yard TD
run, sending the Nittany Lions to
the Jan. 9 Orange Bowl against No.
2 Georgia or No. 3 Notre Dame.

“We played a complete game,”
Penn State coach James Franklin
said. “Our offense, defense and
special teams, we played comple-
mentary football, did some special
things.”

Rick ScuTeri/AP

Boise State’s Ashton Jeanty tries
to find room to run against Penn
State in the Fiesta Bowl.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF

Ohio St. routs Oregon to advance to semis

By GREG BEACHAAM
Associated Press

PASADENA, Calif. — Second
chances don’t come around often
in life, Ohio State coach Ryan Day
told his players in a team meeting
before the Rose Bowl.

After a season in which they fell
short at too many key moments,
the Buckeyes all knew they had
one of those second chances when
they stepped onto this famous turf
for another shot at the top-ranked,
unbeaten Oregon Ducks.

Ohio State seized it with a ven-
geance.

Jeremiah Smith caught two of
Will Howard’s three long touch-
down passes during a sensational
34-point first half, and the No. 6
Buckeyes roared into the College
Football Playoff semifinals with a
41-21 victory in the 111th Rose
Bowl on Wednesday night.

“You can see the potential of
where we’re at, when we play in
all three phases the way we did,”
Day said.

Howard passed for 319 yards,
Emeka Egbuka also caught a long
TD pass and TreVeyon Hender-
son made a 66-yard touchdown
run in a redemptive Rose Bowl for
the Buckeyes (12-2, CFP No. 8
seed), wholost a 32-31 heartbreak-
er to the Ducks in Eugene in Octo-
ber. Ohio State then lost to ar-
chrival Michigan in humiliating
fashion to conclude a regular sea-
son in which its performances
didn’t always measure up to its
formidable talent.

The inaugural 12-team College

Texas dodges upset with 20T win

Kvusunc GonG/AP

Ohio State quarterback Will Howard celebrates a touchdown against
Oregon during the first half in the CFP quarterfinals in the Rose Bowl.

Football Playoff created a way for
the Buckeyes to erase their mis-
takes — and from the opening
minute in Pasadena, they took out
every frustration on the out-
classed Ducks.

“I think nobody has gone
through more scrutiny than prob-
ably the team here,” Egbuka said.
“Five weeks ago, you know, peo-
ple on the scene getting death
threats, our head coach getting
cussed out, people saying he
should never come to Ohio again,
all that type of stuff. And I'm sure
by the end of (tonight), when you

scroll Twitter, Instagram, every-
one’s going to be singing our prais-
es. We just know what to say true
to in our building.”

Facing the tournament’s No. 1
seed, the Buckeyes scored on six
of their first seven drives — with
four scoring plays longer than 40
yards — to take a 34-0 lead late in
the second quarter on the nation’s
only remaining unbeaten team.

Henderson’s second TD run
late in the third essentially put it
away for Ohio State, which is
headed to the Cotton Bowl on Jan.
10 to face No. 4 Texas for aberth in

the national title game.

“I’'m proud of the resilience of
these guys,” Day said. “Still got a
lot of football ahead of us.”

Smith, the Buckeyes’ standout
freshman playmaker, had a re-
markable bowl debut with seven
receptions for a season-high 187
yards — including five catches for
161 yards in the first half alone,
hauling in scoring passes of 45 and
43 yards. Egbuka compared Smith
favorably to Jaxon Smith-Njigba,
who had a record 347-yard, three-
touchdown Rose Bowl perfor-
mance three years ago.

“I would say legendary,” Egbu-
kasaid. “I was able to witness Jax-
on’s game in the Rose Bowl and
the pure dominant performance
that that was, but even though
(Smith’s) stats might not reflect
the exact same thing that Jaxon
has, I don’t think it was too far off
interms of dominance. He’sa very
special talent, and I’'m so excited
to keep watching him grow.”

Dillon Gabriel passed for 299
yards and hit Traeshon Holden for
two touchdowns for the Ducks
(13-1, CFP No. 1 seed), whose
dreams of their first national title
were flattened on the famed Rose
Bowl turf. Oregon’s 14-game win-
ning streak also ended.

“We really didn’t have the abil-
ity to stop them, and we didn’t
have the ability to get something
going for us on offense,” Oregon
coach Dan Lanning said. “We
haven’t faced a lot of moments like
this all year. (Ohio State) is an un-
believable team.”

Eleven days after routing Ten-
nessee to open the Playoff, Ohio
State dominated the Ducks. Along
with the Buckeyes’ offensive fire-
works, the Ohio State defense that
couldn’t sack Gabriel in the teams’
first meeting dropped the Heis-
man Trophy finalist eight times in
the rematch.

The Big Ten champion Ducks
failed to create any of the big plays
that carried them to victory last
time. Oregon also played without
receiver Evan Stewart, who
caught seven passes for 149 yards
in the first meeting, but was ruled
out of the Rose Bowl with a back
injury.

“They brought the fight, and we
got hit in the mouth,” Oregon re-
ceiver Tez Johnson said. “They
won the game from the first snap.”

Ohio State needed just three
plays and 49 seconds to strike
first. Howard threw a short play-
action screen pass to Smith, who
motored through Oregon’s sec-
ondary for a 45-yard score.

On the Buckeyes’ third drive,
Howard feathered an exceptional
long pass over three Ducks to the
sprinting Egbuka for a 42-yard
TD. Howard finished the first
quarter with a career-best 212
yards passing, surpassing his 160
yards against Tennessee.

Early in the second quarter,
Smith got so open near the Ducks’
goal line that he had two seconds
to settle under Howard’s long
throw like an outfielder with a fly
ball, scoring a 42-yard TD un-
touched.

By PauL NEWBERRY
Associated Press

ATLANTA — With Arizona State one
play away from pulling off a comeback for
the ages in the College Football Playoff,
Quinn Ewers delivered a throw to Matthew
Golden that saved the season for Texas.

Then it was left to Andrew Mukuba to fin-
ish off Cam Skattebo and the gritty Sun
Devils.

If the Longhorns go on to win the national
championship, they’ll long remember how
they kept their hopes alive in this Peach
Bowl quarterfinal classic.

Ewers passed 28 yards to Golden for a
touchdown on fourth-and-13 to force a sec-
ond overtime, and Mukuba’s interception
clinched a 39-31 victory after Texas squan-
dered a 16-point lead in the fourth quarter
and missed two field goal attempts that
could’ve won it in regulation.

“The one thing that I know about our
group is when our backs are against the wall
and when our best is needed, our best shows
up time and time again,” coach Steve Sarki-
sian said. “The resiliency that these guys
showed today was something that as a coach
makes you really proud.”

Skattebo put No. 10 Arizona State ahead
for the first time all day with a 3-yard touch-
down run to start overtime against No. 4
Texas, the capper on a brilliant perfor-

mance that wasn’t quite enough to knock off
the Longhorns.

The Sun Devils — two-touchdown under-
dogs, according to BetMGM Sportsbook —
had the game in their grasp before Ewers
spotted Golden breaking free behind two
defenders to haul in the tying score.

“That’s just a testament to how mature
this team is and just taking advantage of ev-
ery single opportunity that we have,” Ewers
said.

After moving to the opposite end of Mer-
cedes-Benz Stadium, Ewers threw a 25-
yard touchdown pass to Gunnar Helm on
the very next play, followed by a 2-point
conversion pass to Golden.

The Longhorns (13-2) finally put Arizona
State (11-3) away when Mukuba picked off
Sam Leavitt’s pass at the 3 to end the game.

“We gave everything we had,” Skattebo
said. “We never stopped.”

After a bunch of lopsided results through
the first five games of the expanded 12-team
playoff, the format finally produced the sort
of thriller that supporters envisioned.

It sends Texas back to its home state for a
Cotton Bowl semifinal against No. 6 Ohio
State, which routed No.1 Oregon 41-21in the
Rose Bowl.

Despite being dominated on the stat sheet
most of the game, the Longhorns had a
seemingly comfortable 24-8 lead after scor-

ing two early touchdowns and getting a S-
yard scoring run from Ewers with just over
10 minutes remaining.

Skattebo and the Sun Devils were just
getting warmed up.

The running back who calls himself the
best in the nation, Skattebo backed up his
bravado by displaying every facet of his all-
around game.

First, he took a pitch on fourth-and-2 and
heaved a 42-yard touchdown pass to Malik
McClain that gave the Sun Devils a chance
when they made the 2-point conversion.

Then, Skattebo broke loose down the si-
deline and hauled in a 62-yard throw from
Leavitt — getting his helmet ripped off at
the end of the play, which seemed like the
only way to bring him down.

That set up a 2-yard touchdown run by
the bowling ball of a back, and it was only
appropriate that Skattebo also powered in
for the 2-point conversion that tied the
game at 24 with S minutes remaining.

Texas had two chances to win in regula-
tion, but Bert Auburn was wide right on a
48-yard field goal attempt and clanked one
off the left upright from 38 yards away as
time expired.

“We weren’t at our best and it felt like an
NCAA March Madness basketball game
with the swings of emotions and things,”
Sarkisian said. “I'm just proud of these guys

BRYNN ANDERSON/AP

Texas wide receiver Matthew Golden
catches a two-point conversion against
Arizona State in the second overtime.

because not every game is going to be pretty
and not every game is just going to go exact-
ly how you want it to go.”

In the final minute of the third quarter,
Texas led 17-8 even though Arizona State
had a commanding 303-128 lead in total
yards and had held the ball nearly three
times longer than the Longhorns, 32:49 to
11:30.

Arizona State finished with 510 yards to
375 for the Longhorns.
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NFL

Nabers has been bright
spot amid dismal season

Receiver needs 4 receptions to break Giants’ single-season mark

By Tom CANAVAN
Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — While the New
York Giants season has been a major disappoint-
ment, wide receiver Malik Nabers has lived up to all
the hype.

The No. 6 overall pick in the draft has delivered
again and again and he enters the season finale
against the Philadelphia Eagles (13-3) four catches
shy of breaking Steve Smith’s single-season fran-
chise record of 107 receptions set in 2009.

That team finished 8-8. The Giants (3-13) have
struggled mightily this season and that’s what makes
his achievement so remarkable. Playing on one of the
NFL’s worst offenses, the LSU product has been the
team’s constant on offense.

In snapping a franchise-record 10-game losing
streak last week in a 45-33 win against the Colts, Nab-
ers did something he has not done in his first 14
games — he missed two games with a concussion. He
turned short passes in touchdowns, scoring on catch-
es-and-run of 31 and 59 yards. He finished with seven
catches for 171 yards and the two touchdowns.

Nabers said the big plays were a combination of
things. He felt good, he caught the ball early and
could adjust to approaching defenders, some who
took bad angles in trying to tackle him and he got
good blocks with tackle Evan Neal having a key one
on the first touchdown.

“I took some time out to look at my old film, had a
talk with my old coach, stufflike that,” Nabers said of

his big game. “I actually looked back before that
game. I was looking at my YAC (yards after catch) in
college and I was like, ‘What was I missing?” And it
was like, I wasn’t really scared. I was just out there
when I got the ball, I was just running.”

Pro Football Focus credited Nabers with 103 yards
after the catch, eclipsing his previous season high of
83 in the second week of the season.

That’s the way he played during his final year in
college when he had 89 catches for 1,569 yards and 14
touchdowns.

Nabers didn’t want to compare college to the NFL.

“There’s older guys in this league,” he said. “They
got families to feed. So, they’re playing their hearts
out. But I wouldn’t say it was any harder or any eas-
ier. I had a lot of great mentors on my back, on my
side and in my ear, pushing me to be who they know I
can be. I expected everything that I did this year. I
expected more. But the things that I've done so far,
I’'m not surprised that I did it.”

While he has dealt with a number of aches and
pains this season, Nabers said he has been diligent
about keeping his body healthy with cold plunges, hy-
perbaric chamber treatment, massages and anything
else that will help.

For his final game, Nabers just wants to win.

“Every game that we play, we’re always hungry,”
said Nabers. “No game are you more hungry for this
game. Every game you’re going in with the same
mentality, to win the game. Never expect to lose, al-
ways win the game.”

&

SeTH WENIG/AP

New York Giants WR Malik Nabers had seven catches for 171 yards
and two TD in a 45-33 victory over the Indianapolis Colts last Sunday.

Short: Barkley is only 9th NFL running back to rush for 2,000 yards

FROM PAGE 48

The Eagles (13-3) clinched the
NFC East and the No. 2 seed in the
conference, leaving little to play
for against the Giants.

That included NFL records.

Coach Nick Sirianni made the
final call — after a pair of conver-
sations with Barkley, players,
coaches, general manager Howie
Roseman — to give Barkley the
week off and not risk potential in-
jury to perhaps their most valua-
ble player and only the ninth run-
ning back in NFL history to top
2,000 yards rushing in a season.

“May never get another oppor-
tunity like that again,” Barkley
said. “So, I'm down. But at the end
of the day, I don’t care for putting
the team at risk. He’s the head
coach for a reason. He makes

MartT SLocum/AP

Saquon Barkley wanted to chase the season rushing record in the
regular-season finale, but agreed to do what was best for the Eagles.

those decisions.”

Barkley should have plenty of
company among the starting li-
neup sitting out Sunday before the
Eagles host either Washington or
Green Bay in an NFC wild-card
playoff game.

Sirianni said he was set to rest
the bulk of the starters — notably
quarterback Jalen Hurts, who sat
out Sunday’s rout of Dallas with
the lingering effects of a concus-
sion — to get them rested and
healthy ahead of what the fran-

chise hopes will be a deep run to
the Super Bowl.

“I'm just happy I didn’t have to
make that decision,” Barkley said.
“Nick made it pretty easy on me
and I’'m truly at peace with it.”

The Eagles had their bye week
in Week S, and returned from a 2-2
start to win 10 straight games and
seize control of the division. But12
straight games — where Barkley
added to his NFL-high 34S carries
— also played a role in Sirianni
giving the Barkley and the starters
one week off before the Eagles

open the playoffs.

With no guarantee of a Super
Bowl, much less even one playoff
win, some Eagles struck a melan-
choly tone inside the locker room
that Barkley’s run had been
grounded.

“Everybody would like to have
the record,” offensive tackle Lane
Johnson said. “We’d also like to
have the player for a playoff game,
and win a playoff game with him.”

After he ran for 167 yards in
Sunday’s win against Dallas, Bar-
kley said he wanted the record,

but he would do what was best for
the Eagles, even if that meant sit-
ting out the last game of the reg-
ular season.

“On Sunday, I probably didn’t
care too much for it,” Barkley
said. “When I slept on it, it was
like, it was an opportunity to im-
plement my name in football his-
tory.”

Barkley can’t catch Dickerson,
but he bulldozed past LeSean
McCoy, Brian Westbrook and Wil-
bert Montgomery for the best sea-
son by a running back in Eagles
history.

He set the Eagles record for
yards rushing in a season and set a
season franchise record for scrim-
mage yards (2,283). McCoy set the
mark of 2,146 yards in 2013.

The yards, wins and records
never seemed to stop coming for
Barkley and the Eagles.

Barkley ran for 147 yards
against New Orleans in Week 3.
He had 176 yards in a win in their
first meeting against the Giants.
Barkley ran for touchdowns of 70
and 72 yards against the Los An-
geles Rams and finished the game
with a career-high 25S rushing
yards on 26 carries and two rush-
ing TDs in November.

Hurts was still in the NFL’s con-
cussion protocol on Wednesday

and could not practice or play un-
til he was cleared.

Kenny Pickett started for the
Eagles last week and ran and
threw for a touchdown before he
left with injured ribs. Tanner
McKee, the third-string QB, threw
a pair of touchdown passes as he
put the finishing touches on a rout
of the Cowboys.

The Eagles only held a walk-
through Wednesday and Pickett
was estimated on the injury report
to have missed practice — mean-
ing McKee is in line to start Sun-
day.

Barkley is set to wonder, what
if?

The decision also ends that
hand-wringing that Barkley
would have set the record in an ex-
tra 17th game that Dickerson did
not have in 1984.

In 1984, Dickerson topped 100
yards rushing 12 times to break
0.J. Simpson’s 1973 record with
Buffalo of 2,003 yards rushing in a
single season.

Simpson set his record in 14
games before the NFL expanded
t016in1978. The NFL moved to 17
games in 2021.

“I didn’t sign here to break Eric
Dickerson’s record,” Barkley
said. “I came here to win a Super
Bowl.”
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American Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
y-Buffalo 13 3 0 .813 509 345
Miami 8 8 0 .500 325 332
e-N.Y. Jets 4 12 0 .250 306 384
e-NewEngland 3 13 0 .188 266 401
South
W L T Pct PF PA
y-Houston 9 7 0 .563 349 358
e-Indianapolis 7 9 0 .438 351 404
e-Jacksonville 4 12 0 .250 297 409
e-Tennessee 3 13 0 .188 297 437
North
W L T Pct PF PA
x-Baltimore 11 5 0 .688 483 351
x-Pittsburgh 10 6 0 .625 363 328
Cincinnati 8 8 0 .500 453 417
e-Cleveland 3 13 0 .188 248 400
West
W L T Pct PF PA
*-KansasCity 15 1 0 .938 385 288
x-L.A.Chargers 10 6 0 .625 368 281
Denver 9 7 0 .563 387 311
e-Las Vegas 4 12 0 .250 289 400

National Conference

East

W L T Pct PF PA
y-Philadelphia 13 3 0 .813 443 290
x-Washington 11 5 0 .688 462 372
e-Dallas 7 9 0 .438 331 445
e-N.Y. Giants 3 13 0 .188 260 395

South

W L T Pct PF PA
Tampa Bay 9 7 0 .563 475 366
Atlanta 8 8 0 .500 351 379
e-NewOrleans 5 11 0 .313 319 371
e-Carolina 4 12 0 .250 297 496

North

W L T Pct PF PA
x-Detroit 14 2 0 .875 533 333
x-Minnesota 14 2 0 .875 423 301
x-Green Bay 11 5 0 .688 438 314
e-Chicago 4 12 0 .250 286 348

West

W L T Pct PF PA
y-L.A. Rams 10 6 0 .625 342 356
e-Seattle 9 7 0 .563 345 343
e-Arizona 7 9 0 .438 353 355
e-San Francisco 6 10 0 .375 365 389

e-Eliminated from playoffs
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

*-clinched home-field advantage

Saturday’s games

Cleveland at Baltimore

Cincinnati at Pittsburgh
Sunday’s games

Buffalo at New England
Carolina at Atlanta
Chicago at Green Bay

Houston at Tennessee

Jacksonville at Indianapolis

N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia

New Orleans at Tampa Bay
Washington at Dallas

Kansas City at Denver
L.A. Chargers at Las Vegas

Miami at N.Y. Jets
San Francisco at Arizona
Seattle at L.A. Rams

Minnesota at Detroit

Playoffs

Wild Card weekend

Jan. 11-13

Divisional round

Jan. 18-20

New Orleans Saints (5-11)

at Tampa Bay Buccaneers (9-7)

AFN-Sports

7 p.m. Sunday CET
3 a.m. Monday JKT

INSIDE THE NUMBERS

14-win team will be a wild card

By Josa DuBow
Associated Press
here’s never quite been
a division like this sea-
son’s NFC North and
there has never been a
wild-card team like whoever loses
the division title showdown be-
tween Detroit and Minnesota.

Led by the Lions and Vikings,
both 14-2, the NFC North is set to
be the winningest division since
the NFL realigned to eight divi-
sions of four teams each in 2002,
with 43 wins for the four division
teams with two head-to-head
games remaining.

The only other divisions to com-
bine for 43 wins since 2002 were
the AFC North last season and
NFC East in 2022. The NFC North
will top that barring two Week 18
ties when Detroit hosts Minnesota
and Green Bay (11-S) hosts Chica-
go (4-12).

The NFC North teams com-
bined to go 33-11 in non-division
games, with the .750 win percent-
age tied for the second best ever
behind the .77S for the 1984 AFC
West.

The Week 18 showdown be-
tween the Lions and Vikings will
feature the first matchup in the
regular season between teams
with at least 14 wins. There have
been only five postseason games
between teams that won at least 14
regular- season games, with Kan-
sas City beating Philadelphia in
Super Bowl 57, New England
beating Pittsburgh in the 2004
AFC title game, Denver beating
Atlanta in Super Bowl 33, Atlanta
beating Minnesota in the 1998
NFC title game and San Francisco
beating Miami in Super Bowl 19.

The loser of the game in Detroit
on Sunday night will drop all the
way to the No. S seed as a wild-
card team and have to open the
playoffs on the road against ateam
that with at least four more losses.

There has never been a wild-
card team with at least 14 wins,
with the previous high coming in
1999 when Tennessee went 13-3
and lost the AFC Central to Jack-
sonville. The Jaguars lost two
games in the regular season that
year — both to the Titans — and
also dropped the AFC title game to

Los Angeles Chargers (10-6)
at Las Vegas Raiders (4-12)
AFN-Atlantic
10:25 p.m. Sunday CET
6:25 a.m. Monday JKT

e

Bruce KLuckHOHN/AP

Vikings quarterback Sam Darnold, right, congratulates Cam Akers on
a touchdown against Green Bay last week. Minnesota is tied with
Detroit for the best record in the NFC heading into this week’s game.

Tennessee.

If Detroit has to hit the road to
start the playoffs, the Lions atleast
have comfort in the fact that they
went 8-0 away from home this sea-
son. They were the 10th team to go
8-0 or better on the road, with
three of the previous nine winning
the championship: New England
in 2016 and San Francisco in 1984
and 1989.

Only two of those teams had to
play a road game in the playoffs,
with the 2014 Cowboys losing a di-
visional round game at Green Bay
and the 1934 Bears losing the NFL.
title game to the New York Giants
at the Polo Grounds. The Chiefs al-
so lost the Super Bowl to Tampa
Bay in the 2020 season in the Buc-
caneers’ home stadium in what
was officially designated as a neu-
tral-site game.

Greener pastures

When Baker Mayfield and Sam
Darnold were teammates for Car-
olina in 2022, they combined to
throw 13 TD passes for a seven-
win team that fired coach Matt
Rhule early that season.

The two former first-round
picks from the 2018 draft are hav-
ing far more success this season.
Mayfield has thrown 39 touch-

Minnesota Vikings (14-2)
at Detroit Lions (14-2)
AFN-Sports
2 a.m. Monday CET
10 a.m. Monday JKT

down passes in his second season
in Tampa Bay and has the Bucs in
position to win the NFC South with
one more victory. Darnold has
thrown 35S TD passes for the Vik-
ings.

There was only one other time
in NFL history, according to Spor-
tradar, that two players who ap-
peared in at least one game in the
same season for one team both
went on to throw at least 35 TD
passes for another after leaving.

The 1950 Baltimore Colts fea-
tured Hall of Famers Y.A. Tittle

and George Blanda. That version
of the Colts folded after that sea-
son, while Tittle went on to throw
36 TD passes for the Giants in1963
and Blanda had 36 for the Oilers in
1961.

Turnaround coach

Jim Harbaugh’s turnaround
skills had another success story in
his first year coaching the Los An-
geles Chargers.

Harbaugh clinched a playoff
spot when Los Angeles beat New
England 40-7 on Saturday after
going 5-12 last season. This is the
second time Harbaugh has taken
over a team with a losing record
and gone to the playoffs in his first
season, having San Francisco go
from 6-10 in 2010 before he ar-
rived to 13-3 in 2011.

Harbaugh is the first coach in
the Super Bowl era to take over
two teams that had losing records
the year before he arrived and
take them to the playoffs in his
first season.

Harbaugh also had an immedi-
ate impact in college, helping
Stanford improve by three wins in
his first season in 2007 and Michi-
gan improve by five wins in 2015.

Harbaugh has gone to the post-
season in four out of five seasons
as an NFL coach, a rate exceeded
only by four coaches with at least
four seasons in the Super Bowl
era: Nick Sirianni (4 for 4), Sean
McDermott (7 for 8), Tony Dungy
(11 for 13) and Matt LaFleur (S for
6).

TIRE RACK

FAST FREE SHIPPING

On orders over $50  tirerack.com/freeshipping

L Se=f  USE OUR

TIRERACK |

TIRE DECISION

Tell us your vehicle and answer a few
simple questions. We'll narrow it all down
) to the one tire that’s right for you.

www.tirerack.com/tdg

©2018
Tire Rack

SHEEOES WD 800-428-8355 750



Pace 46

S 3RRER S RE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Friday, January 3, 2025

NFL

Broncos eyeing playoffs, not personnel

With first postseason berth since 2015 season on line, Denver insists it doesn't care who SItS out for Chlefs

By ARNIE STAPLETON
Associated Press

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — The
Denver Broncos aren’t necessar-
ily breathing any easier knowing
they won’t have to face Patrick
Mahomes and several other Kan-
sas City Chiefs starters on Sunday
with a playoff berth on the line.

Chiefs coach Andy Reid an-
nounced his decision to rest Ma-
homes on Wednesday, but de-
clined to say who else might spend
the day with the three-time Super
Bowl MVP on the sideline in Den-
ver with Kansas City having al-
ready secured the AFC’s top seed.

There’s a good chance, though,
that superstar defensive tackle
Chris Jones (strained calf) will sit
this one out. And the same could
go for running back Isiah Pacheco
(bruised ribs), right tackle Ja-
waan Taylor (sore knee) and vet-
eran tight end Travis Kelce, who
similarly skipped last year’s Week
18 game, among others.

“We have to play the game to
win, that’s all that matters,” Bron-
cos wide receiver Courtland Sut-
ton said. “We don’t care about
none of the other stuff. Whoever
has on shoulder pads and is wear-
ing red, white and yellow, we have
to beat them boys.

“We don’t care who shows up
and plays,” Sutton continued. “We
don’t care who sits. We don’t care
who doesn’t play, who does play.
We don’t care about any of that.
The Denver Broncos have to show
up Sunday and win the game.”

If they do, the Broncos (9-7) will

JeFr DEAN/AP

Denver Broncos wide receiver Courtland Sutton makes a touchdown catch in front of Cincinnati Bengals
cornerback Josh Newton on Dec. 28 in Cincinnati. The Broncos lost 30-24 in overtime.

clinch a playoff berth for the first
time since winning Super Bowl SO
in Peyton Manning’s final game on
Feb. 7. 2016.

The franchise has churned
through half a dozen coaches and
more than a dozen starting quar-
terbacks since hoisting the team’s
third Lombardi Trophy nearly
nine years ago.

The Chiefs (15-1) won three
games in an 11-day stretch culmi-
nating with a 29-10 win at Pitts-

burgh on Christmas Day that se-
cured the conference’s first-round
bye as they seek a three-peat as
Super Bowl champions. Reid is
using the finale as a chance to rest
some of his starters, who will have
more than a three-week break by
the time they return to the field for
an AFC divisional-round game on
either Jan. 18 or 19.

“You know, a credit to Kansas
City, Andy and his team,” Broncos
coach Sean Payton said. “When

you go 15-1, then you’re afforded
those decisions and I've been in
that position where your team
might need a break here or there.
They’ve earned that and that’s
part of the deal. For us, it’s about
understanding what we’re seeing
scheme-wise and being ready to
play our best game.”

The Broncos blew chances to
wrap up a playoff berth with road
losses to the Los Angeles Chargers
and Cincinnati Bengals the last

=)&)

Kansas City Chiefs (15-1)
at Denver Broncos (9-7)
AFN-Sports
10:25 p.m. Sunday CET
6:25 a.m. Monday JKT

two weeks. But they’re embracing
the moment as they control their
own destiny with a win-and-in
game at home Sunday.

“You could say that it would
have been nice to be able to go into
this game and have your position
locked in,” Sutton said, “but in
terms of a storybook thing that you
couldn’t really write up any better,
I think this is the best opportunity
that we could have to go in and so-
lidify why we deserve to be in the
dance.”

The Broncos could back into the
playoffs even if they lose or tie
Sunday if Cincinnati loses to Pitts-
burgh on Saturday and the Miami
Dolphinslose tothe New York Jets
on Sunday. They’re not relying on
anybody else punching their
playoff ticket, though.

“We gotta win the game, sim-
ple,” Sutton said. “There’s nothing
that goes into it. We gotta win the
game. People say it’s never black
and white — it’s black and white.
We gotta win the game. And that’s
as simple as it gets.”

Commanders have plenty of motivation to beat Cowboys

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

ASHBURN, Va. — In the Wash-
ington Commanders’ first meet-
ing after clinching a playoff spot,
coach Dan Quinn told his players
they still had some unfinished
business left to accomplish in
their regular-season finale with
the chance of being the NFC’s
sixth seed.

They are in the field, but win-
ning Sunday at Dallas would en-
sure a wild-card round game at
Tampa Bay, if it wins the NFC
South, or the NFC West Division
champion Los Angeles Rams. A
loss or tie — unless Green Bay los-
es to Chicago — would send them
to NFC East-winning Philadelphia
instead, so expect the full comple-
ment of starters on the field.

“We’re going to go after it as
hard as we can,” Quinn said. “The
seeding portion of this is really im-
portant. ... We recognize having
the 6 seed and going into the
playoffs with that is a good thing,
and so we’re going to fight like hell
to keep that.”

VERA NIEUWENHUIS/AP

Running back Austin Ekeler, who
suffered a concussion in a loss to
the Cowhoys on Nov. 24, could
be back when Washington plays
at Dallas on Sunday.

The Commanders moved ahead
of the Packers, who lost Sunday at
Minnesota, by beating Atlanta in
overtime. The Rams would be the
third seed if they beat Seattle or
the Buccaneers lose to New Or-
leans.

“We want to stay in the spot
we’re in, so we still got a lot to play
for,” safety Quan Martin said after
practice Wednesday.

Quinn recalled four weeks ago
being 7-5 and just wanting to make
the playoffs. After winning four in
arow to improve to 11-5, the focus
has shifted to the most advanta-
geous path possible.

“That’s a big emphasis this
week,” right guard Sam Cosmi
said, adding there’s also some oth-
er motivation after losing to Dallas
at home on Nov. 24. “Obviously
they got us here, and we’re going
to try to return the favor and do it
at their house. We didn’t forget
that. It’s still a divisional game,
and it’s still the Cowboys, so we’re
going to bring it to ’em.”

The Commanders could have
Austin Ekeler back after the run-
ning back was concussed on a
kickoff return late in that game.
They opened Ekeler’s practice
window Wednesday, and the 29-
year-old is eligible to come off in-
jured reserve this weekend after
missing the past four games.

“We’re really pumped to have
him back out on the field,” Quinn
said. “He’s had great workouts, all
the speed and everything, but just

to have him back on the field today
was really cool. There was a
spring in his step, for sure, and
we’ll go through the whole proc-
ess.”

Washington is rolling thanks to
rookie quarterback Jayden Da-
niels running all over opponents
while also picking them apart by
throwing the ball. But in the past
three games, running backs Brian
Robinson, Chris Rodriguez and
Jeremy McNichols have averaged
just 2.14 yards a carry.

Ekeler’s seemingly imminent
return adds a pass-catching threat
and a change-of-pace option.

As for the sixth seed, Daniels is
“not necessarily” thinking about
it, but his focus is still on the Cow-
boys.

“You want to win every game,”
said Daniels, who has never
played a game in the place collo-
quially called “Jerry World,”
AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Tex-
as. “It means something to us to go
out there and — not just for the
seeding — but go out there and
end the regular reason off right

with a win.”

Six-time All-Pro linebacker
Bobby Wagner, who helped Seat-
tle win the Super Bowl a little
more than a decade ago when
Quinn was defensive coordinator,
considers it important to go into
the playoffs on a high note. The
Seahawks won their final regular-
season game in that 2013 season.

“We have a game in front of us,
and that’s the only game that mat-
ters,” Wagner said. “We don’t
know where we’re going to be. We
don’t know where we’re going to
be at next year. All we have is this
week. The message is kind of just
focus on where you’re at and be
where you’re at.”

That message has filtered down
from the coaching staff and veter-
an leaders to the rest of the locker
room.

“We know them, they know us
and we just want to try to still have
our best output at the back end of
the season,” Robinson said. “Fin-
ish strong, we have stuffto play for
and we just want to keep that chip
on our shoulder.”
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Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson could become only the seventh player to win three or more
NFL MVP awards, but Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen is the betting favorite this season.

Jackson slight underdog
to enter elite 3-MVP club

By NoaH TRISTER
Associated Press

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — John
Harbaugh wasn’t going to wade
into the debate over whether La-
mar Jackson should win a third
NFL MVP award this season.

Instead, he stuck to the obvious.

“He’s my MVP. He’ll always be
my MVP — I promise you that,”
the Baltimore coach said. “Yes, as
far as I’'m concerned, he’s our
MVP, he’s our guy.”

Local media agreed, honoring
Jackson with the team MVP in
voting announced Tuesday — a
suspense-free tally if there ever
was one. The bigger question is
whether Jackson can win yet an-
other NFL. MVP when balloting
for that AP award takes place. If
so, he would join pretty impres-
sive company.

Only six players have won that
honor three times: Peyton Man-
ning (five), Aaron Rodgers (four),
Tom Brady, Brett Favre, Johnny
Unitas and Jim Brown. Players
with exactly two MVPs include
Jackson, Patrick Mahomes, Kurt
Warner, Steve Young and Joe
Montana.

As of Tuesday, Buffalo quarter-
back Josh Allen (-300) was the
MVP favorite this season, accord-
ing to BetMGM, with Jackson
(+225) as the only particularly
close challenger. If Allen wins,
he’d be the league’s first first-time

Cleveland Browns (3-13)
at Baltimore Ravens (11-5)
AFN-Sports
10:30 p.m. Saturday CET
6:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

MVP since Jackson in 2019.

Jackson said last week it’s hard
to avoid the MVP talk since he’s
often tagged into it online.

“If it does happen, it happens.
That’d be dope — three times,”
Jackson said. “That’s never been
my goal, though. Even the first or
second one, it’s never been my
goal. I always want to finish with
the championship, but I’ve been
falling short.”

This weekend the Ravens have
bigger concerns. They’re heavily
favored against Cleveland, and a
win Saturday would wrap up the
AFC North title and a home
playoff game for Baltimore.

Jackson’s individual accom-
plishments will be tracked closely
as well. He enters the game with a
passer rating of 121.6. The league
record for a season is 122.5 by
Rodgers in 2011, the first time he
was MVP.

Jackson might not win it this
time around, despite leading Allen
in touchdown passes, yards pass-
ing and yards rushing, and throw-
ing fewer interceptions. Last sea-
son, Allen bested Jackson in yards
passing and touchdowns (both
passing and rushing), but Jackson
won MVP after leading Baltimore
to the league’s best regular-season
record.

This season it’s Allen and the
Bills (13-3) who will finish ahead
of the Ravens (11-5) in postseason
seeding. Buffalo lost big to Balti-
more head-to-head in September,
but Allen led the Bills to signature
victories over Kansas City and De-
troit — teams that could both end
up as No. 1 seeds in their confe-
rences.

It’s no surprise where Jackson’s
center, Tyler Linderbaum, stands
on the matter.

“You see him every day, the
things he’s able to do, and carrying
it over to the game. He’s a special
player,” Linderbaum said. “He’s
extremely fun to play with, just the
things he’s able to do. There’s no
one more deserving of that award
than Lamar Jackson.”

As much as this debate con-
sumes NFL talk right now, by the
time the award is presented a few
days before the Super Bowl, either
Jackson or Allen — or perhaps
both — will have fallen short of
that goal again.

Steelers defense looks
to regain lost swagger

By WiLL GRAVES
Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Looking
back, DeShon Elliott thinks he
maybe shouldn’t have made his
frustrations about the direction
the Pittsburgh Steelers defense is
heading so public.

Then again, the veteran safety
knows the candor he showed in
the aftermath of a 29-10 loss to
Kansas City on Christmas Day —
when he vented about communi-
cation issues in the secondary that
shouldn’t be popping up in late
December for a unit that consid-
ers itself among the best in the
NFL — also makes him who he is.

“It was out of emotion,” Elliott
said Wednesday. “I love ball. Ev-
eryone knows that I love these
guys. But we just have to get back
to the drawing board.”

And do it quickly.

The swagger the Steelers (10-6)
and the NFL’s highest-paid de-
fense exuded for the first three-
plus months of the season has van-
ished during the three-game los-
ing streak they take into the reg-
ular-season finale against Cincin-
nati (8-8), replaced by the kinds of
mistakes that have cost them the
inside track to the AFC North title.

Shortly after Patrick Mahomes
picked them apart while throwing
for 320 yards and three scores,
several players — including El-
liott and outside linebacker Alex
Highsmith — groused about a va-
riety of issues.

It’s telling of the current mood
in the locker room that after star
outside linebacker T.J. Watt was
selected as the team’s Most Valua-
ble Player for a record fifth time
on Wednesday afternoon, he spent
most of his brief session with re-
porters fielding questions about
how things have gotten so side-
ways so quickly.

Asked about the defense’s level
of angst, Watt shrugged.

“I think we’re all professionals,
we’re all grown adults here,” he
said. “We know that it’s all about
channeling energy in the right
way.”

If Pittsburgh wants to avoid an-
other quick playoff exit, it doesn’t
really have a choice. The Steelers
are giving up more than 400 yards
per game during their current
skid against the kinds of teams —
Philadelphia, Baltimore and Kan-
sas City — that similar to Pitts-
burgh, carry the desire to play
deep into January and beyond.

The Eagles, Ravens and Chiefs
are surging to the finish. The
Steelers are not. And while the of-
fense has hit a rough patch — it
hasn’t helped that wide receiver
George Pickens missed three
weeks with a hamstring injury and
was kept relatively under wraps
by Kansas City in his return.

Pittsburgh’s best chance at be-
ing a legitimate threat when the

Cincinnati Bengals (8-8)
at Pittsburgh Steelers (10-6)
AFN-Sports
2:05 a.m. Sunday CET
10:05 a.m. JKT

playoffs begin relies heavily on a
star-studded unit that creates
turnovers and chaos.

At the moment there’s little of
either to go around.

While the Steelers are tied with
Minnesota and Buffalo for the
most takeaways in the league (31),
they’re also minus-2 in turnover
ratio during a December swoon
that has done little to offer proof
they’re ready to compete with the
league’s elite.

And while Watt remains one of
the best in coming off the edge, his
112 sacks are also on pace for the
fewest in a non-injury-abbreviat-
ed season since his rookie year in
2017, endemic of a unit that’s go-
ing to finish with its fewest sacks
in a decade.

There are many factors at play,
from the outsized attention Watt
receives to Highsmith missing six
games with groin and ankle prob-
lems to opposing offenses empha-
sizing quick passes designed to
negate Pittsburgh’s pass rush.

Yet the Steelers were getting by
just fine until one of the most
daunting stretches any team in the
league faced this season, 11 days
against three division champions
that exposed Pittsburgh’s weak-
nesses for the whole league to see.

The nature of the losses — each
by two TDs or more, the worst
such stretch by the Steelers since
the 1980s — created the ingre-
dients of an imperfect storm that
happened to blow in with cameras
and tape recorders rolling.

“You prepare to win, and when
you don’t win, things can get frus-
trat(ing), but we’ll be all right,” El-
liott said.

“We all love each other. It’s like
when you argue with your broth-
er. Eventually, you’ll hash it out
and get on the same page.”

Trying to regain its confidence
against the Bengals — winners of
four straight behind quarterback
Joe Burrow — is a tough ask. The
Steelers have put themselves in a
position where they desperately
need to come up with an answer.

Tothat end, the players request-
ed an additional walkthrough on
Wednesday, unusual for this time
of the season.

Then again, they’re in an un-
usual situation — a playoff team
that doesn’t look like one at the
moment — and they know it.
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Rematch with Oregon a rout; Texas,
Penn State also advance » Pages 42-43

Saquon Barkley ran for 167 yards last Sunday

in the Philadelphia Eagles’ 41-7 victory over the
Dallas Cowboys on Dec. 29 to get within striking distance
of Eric Dickerson’s single-season rushing record.

MaTT SLocuw/AP

topped short

Eagles will rest RB Barkley in season finale,

ending pursuit of Dickerson’s rushing record

By DAN GELSTON
Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Saquon Bar-
kley had a heart-to-heart talk with his
dad that was more coated in heart-
break than hope over the Philadelphia
Eagles running back’s pursuit of the
NFL single-season rushing record.

Barkley’s stirring chase of Eric
Dickerson was over — he will sit out
the Eagles final regular-season game
Sunday, denying the running back his
chance at breaking the mark.

The news came with a tough call
with his dad, Alibay.

“He definitely wanted me to play,”
Barkley said Wednesday at his locker.
“Selfishly for him, you’ve got to think
about it ... our last name would have
been attached to that. I see it from that
side, too. At the end of the day, the most
important thing is winning football
games. He’s the one that raised me to
kind of be all about the team, too. He
can have his little selfish moment, but
he’ll get over it.”

2,005

Rushing yards for Eagles running back
Saquon Barkley this season. The team
plans to rest him Sunday, which will leave
him 101 yards short of breaking Eric Dick-
erson's league record of 2,105 set in 1984
with the Los Angeles Rams.

Associated Press

Barkley insisted he recovered from
the sting, too.

So will an offensive line that pushed
for the star back to set the record, and
even fans who wanted to say they were
there Sunday at the Linc against the
New York Giants and witness a little
slice of NFL history.

Barkley will finish the season with
2,005 yards rushing, just 101 yards shy
of breaking Dickerson’s record of 2,105
yards set with the Los Angeles Rams in
1984.
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