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SODANKYLÄ, Finland — Ar-
my 2nd Lt. Emily Rief, concealed
by a whitened camouflage tent
and the cover of a nondescript
patch of pine forest blanketed by
powdery snow, tracked enemy
movements with cutting-edge
technology.

She also had an analog board
that would have looked familiar in
the mid-20th century, because
technology sometimes fails when
the thermometer reading plum-

mets below -20 F. 
In a part of northern Finland

that even hardy Finns find aus-
tere, U.S. soldiers are learning
quickly about the obstacles they
may face if conflict erupts in a re-
gion where military and economic
competition is rapidly increasing.
Sometimes, the simplest solutions
are the best. 

“U.S. forces, we got some really
awesome equipment that enables
us to maybe go further in some
ways than the Finns,” Rief said. 

PHOTOS BY PHILLIP WALTER WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes 

Staff Sgt. Antonio Gallegos with the Alaska-based 11th Airborne Division fights during the Arctic Forge exercise in Sodankylä, Finland, on Thursday.

Forging skills in Arctic drill
Army troops take on extreme cold, Finland’s forces to prepare and deter

BY PHILLIP WALTER

WELLMAN

Stars and Stripes 

A Finnish soldier, left, talks to 1st Lt. Tanner Kublick, from left, Spc.
Jaxon Doyel and Spc. Kenneth Peak during the military exercise. SEE FORGING ON PAGE 4

WASHINGTON — Democratic
lawmakers are warning the De-
fense Department is preparing to
fire tens of thousands of civilian
workers — many of them veterans
— in a “tsunami of layoffs” that
could pose a risk to national secur-
ity.

More than 70,000 civilian per-
sonnel are being targeted for a
mass firing similar to the termina-
tions of probationary employees
recently carried out at multiple
federal agencies, Sen. Richard
Blumenthal, D-Conn., said Thurs-
day during a news conference.

Affected jobs could span logis-
tics, equipment maintenance, air-
craft repair and information se-
curity, he said.

“This will inevitably impact de-
fense readiness,” Blumenthal
said. “There’s a domino effect that
will extend across the military.
People get demoralized and disil-
lusioned. Costs go well beyond
dollars and cents.”

The Pentagon already an-
nounced last week that it plans to
terminate 5,400 workers in a first
phase of cuts. Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth had said he expect-
ed the reductions would impact
5% to 8% of the civilian work-
force. He also said a hiring freeze
will be implemented after the
layoffs while a review of staffing
needs at the Defense Depart-

Dems: 70K
civilians
targeted for
DOD firings

BY LINDA F. HERSEY

Stars and Stripes 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER

Thousands of Microsoft 365

customers reported having issues

with services like Outlook on Sat-

urday. 

In a series of posts on the social

platform X, the company said it

was investigating the issue, which

affected various Microsoft 365

services. 

“We’ve identified a potential

cause of impact and have revert-

ed the suspected code to alleviate

impact,” Microsoft said in the

posts, which were published by a

company page dedicated to ad-

dressing incidents tied to its office

software programs. 

The company said in the after-

noon that its tracking indicated

that “a majority of impacted ser-

vices are recovering following our

change.” 

Earlier some users took to so-

cial media to say they were un-

able to access their Outlook email

accounts. 

Data from Downdetector,

which tracks outages, showed

thousands of reports from users. 

Outage reports for Microsoft

365, and Outlook, Microsoft's

email platform, in particular,

peaked around 4 p.m. Eastern

Standard Time before dropping

off as some users began making

posts saying that their access had

been restored. 

Last week the communications

platform Slack, which is also used

in many office environments, ex-

perienced a similar service out-

age that left thousands of its users

unable to use the messaging ser-

vice. 

Thousands report outage affecting Microsoft services
Associated Press 
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PACIFIC

A U.S. aircraft carrier and two

warships arrived at South Korea’s

largest port Sunday in a show of

force aimed at deterring North

Korean provocations, the South

Korean navy said.

The USS Carl Vinson pulled into

Busan, about 200 miles southeast

of Seoul, as part of ongoing efforts

by the United States and South Ko-

rea to strengthen cooperation and

train for threats posed by North

Korea, according to a South Ko-

rean navy news release.

The aircraft carrier was accom-

panied by the USS Princeton, a

guided-missile cruiser, and the

USS Sterett, a guided-missile de-

stroyer, the release said. All three

warships are homeported in San

Diego.

“Our military will strongly pun-

ish any North Korean provocation,

and the South Korea-U.S. alliance

will support peace and stability on

the Korean Peninsula and in the

region through close coopera-

tion,” South Korean navy Rear

Adm. Lee Nam-gyu said in the re-

lease.

While in Busan, sailors from the

three warships are scheduled to

participate in cultural exchanges,

including a visit to the U.N. Memo-

rial Cemetery, where approxi-

mately 2,330 Korean War veter-

ans are buried, according to the

release. 

Lt. Cmdr. Jamie Moroney, a

spokeswoman for the U.S. Navy’s

7th Fleet based at Yokosuka Naval

Base, Japan, said the carrier was

making a “scheduled port visit”

and declined to comment on its

itinerary, citing operational se-

curity concerns.

“With almost seven decades of

partnership, the U.S. and [South

Korean] navies are working more

closely and are more integrated

than ever before,” she said in an

email Sunday. “This port visit

highlights our continued coopera-

tion with [South Korea] and our

strong support for the region.”

On Saturday, the commander of

U.S. Forces Korea toured the Carl

Vinson at sea alongside South Ko-

rean navy officials, according to a

separate news release from the

carrier strike group.

“The Carl Vinson’s presence

here not only underscores the im-

portance of both the maritime and

air domains but also reaffirms our

commitment to maintaining a free

and open Indo-Pacific by integrat-

ing these unique capabilities into

our comprehensive all-domain

approach,” Army Gen. Xavier

Brunson, commander of U.S.

Forces Korea, said in the release.

The Carl Vinson is the first U.S.

carrier to visit Busan since the

USS Theodore Roosevelt docked

there on June 24. Days later, the

Theodore Roosevelt and its strike

group took part in Freedom Edge,

the first major trilateral maritime

and aerial exercise involving the

United States, South Korea and

Japan.

The Carl Vinson last visited Bu-

san on Nov. 21, 2023, before con-

ducting a one-day air-defense and

maritime maneuver drill with

South Korean and Japanese war-

ships, according to South Korea’s

Ministry of National Defense.

The U.S. and South Korean mil-

itaries are scheduled to hold Free-

dom Shield later this month, a two-

week air, land and sea exercise ex-

pected to involve thousands of

troops from both countries.

North Korea routinely denounc-

es the presence of U.S. strategic

assets in the South. After the nu-

clear-powered submarine USS

Alexandria docked at Busan on

Feb. 10, the state-run Korean Cen-

tral News Agency called the de-

ployment an “undeniable threat”

and warned of an unspecified

“counteraction against our ri-

vals.”

On Wednesday, North Korea

launched several cruise missiles

that flew 990 miles off its western

coast in a test to confirm the weap-

ons’ reliability, KCNA reported

Friday.

US carrier, warships arrive in S. Korea
BY DAVID CHOI

Stars and Stripes 

ISAIAH GOESSL/U.S. Navy 

U.S. Army Gen. Xavier Brunson, commander of U.S. Forces Korea, arrives aboard the USS Carl Vinson
aircraft carrier on Saturday. 

DAVID CHOI/Stars and Stripes 

The aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson docks in Busan, South Korea, on
Nov. 22, 2023.

LOPBURI, Thailand — Four

missiles streaked over a freshly

harvested cornfield Friday as U.S.

and Thai soldiers launched one of

the first live-fire drills of this

year’s Cobra Gold, the region’s

largest joint military exercise.

The annual training, held in

Thailand since 1982, began Tues-

day with an opening ceremony at

Camp Suranaree, about 140 miles

northeast of Bangkok. Since then,

approximately 8,000 troops from

30 countries have dispersed

across the country for a series of

drills scheduled through March 7.

On Friday, fire teams from the

U.S. and Thai armies targeted a

dummy drone flying overhead.

U.S. soldiers fired two portable

FIM-92D Stinger missiles, while

Thai troops launched two Star-

streak missiles from a stationary

launcher.

The ground-to-air missile drill

marked the first use of a Stinger

missile in Cobra Gold’s 44-year

history.

The Stinger — a fire-and-forget

weapon that’s proven itself to be

pivotal weapon in Ukraine and

other conflicts — locks onto a tar-

get’s infrared signature, while the

Starstreak requires the operator

to track the target manually with a

laser. 

Despite solid target locks and

careful aiming, none of Friday’s

missiles struck their target. That

was due to the target itself rather

than any errors by the troops, said

Lt. Col. Brandon Wohlschlegel.

“The Stinger and Starstreak are

really meant to be used for fast

movers at lower altitudes,” such

as helicopters, he told Stars and

Stripes after the drill.

The dummy drone, a Griffon

Aerospace MQM-170 Outlaw, was

the largest available training tar-

get, Wohlschlegel said, adding

that modifications are being de-

veloped to increase its heat signa-

ture for future exercises.

For Sgts. Kyle McWhorter and

Jared Eckert, both with the 4th In-

fantry Division out of Fort Carson,

Colo., the drill was still a valuable

experience.

“It’s not often you see infantry-

men going out representing their

country, especially on this weapon

system,” McWhorter said. “De-

spite the anticlimactic ending, it

was good training for our readi-

ness.”

Cobra Gold features a range of

drills, including command-and-

control exercises, large-scale field

training, amphibious landings,

and humanitarian projects such as

disaster-relief and construction,

said Capt. Jennifer Messina,

spokeswoman for the 7th Infantry

Division’s Combined Joint Infor-

mation Bureau.

This year’s exercise also re-

flects the “evolving nature of mod-

ern warfare,” with a new empha-

sis on cyber defense, space oper-

ations and counter-drone exercis-

es, she told Stars and Stripes by

email Thursday.

Stinger missile exercise marks
historic first for Cobra Gold

BY ALEX WILSON

Stars and Stripes 

PHOTOS BY ALEX WILSON/Stars and Stripes 

Soldiers launch an FIM-92D Stinger missile toward a dummy drone
target during a Cobra Gold drill in Lopburi, Thailand, on Friday. 

An MQM-170 Outlaw target
drone takes off in an empty field
in Lopburi, Thailand. 
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“But they have history in the Arc-

tic to make them better.” 

Soldiers with the Alaska-based

11th Airborne Division have been

training here in Lapland — about

100 miles from the Russian border

— for a little over a week in a first-

of-its-kind exercise for the unit

that American and Finnish mili-

tary officials are calling a success.

It’s the latest in a surge of activ-

ity by U.S. personnel in the Arctic

in recent years, following Russia’s

military expansion and China’s

aspirations to grow its influence in

higher latitudes.

Last week’s Arctic Forge exer-

cise reflects the Army’s role in en-

suring that the U.S. and its allies

maintain a favorable balance of

power in the region, which is un-

dergoing rapid change due to

melting sea ice, even though other

branches of the military are often

more associated with Arctic oper-

ations aimed at protecting the U.S.

homeland.

“The land component is where

the people are. That’s the area we

need to influence,” Lt. Col. Dan

Ludwig, a squadron commander

with the 11th Airborne Division’s

1st Brigade, told a small group of

journalists Thursday during a

mock land battle involving U.S.,

Finnish and Canadian soldiers.

“And it is gaining prominence.”

Ludwig cut questions short af-

ter enemy troops, played by Fin-

land’s Jaeger Brigade, attacked

his mobile command post, forcing

him to rush back to the fight.

The three-day battle was the

highlight of Finland’s portion of

Arctic Forge, which ended Friday.

The exercise was designed as if

enemy forces had invaded Fin-

land, a new NATO member, which

in turn called on the U.S. for ur-

gent support.

Upon receiving the call, a com-

pany of New York-based soldiers

with the 10th Mountain Division

and a platoon of Canadian infantry

flew to Fort Wainwright, Alaska,

to form a task force with an 11th

Airborne Division company.

After training together for sev-

eral days — including sleeping

outside in bone-chilling weather,

ski practice and shooting in the

snow — the task force flew to Fin-

land, some in a C-17 cargo plane

with their equipment over the

North Pole.

Soon after, they hit the ground

— or rather, sank their boots into

it. Finns here say the snow is un-

usually wet for this time of year.

The soldiers had just a few extra

days of training before going into

battle.

“This exercise has shown that if

we needed to deploy tomorrow to

this type of environment, we’re

more than capable of winning

here,” said Canadian Brig. Gen.

Robert McBride, who serves as

deputy commanding general of

operations for the 11th Airborne

Division.

While Arctic defense was a pri-

ority during the Cold War, atten-

tion waned as counterinsurgency

operations in the Middle East took

precedence. Now, as the U.S. pre-

pares for near-peer conflict, it is

again looking north.

The Arctic is warming signifi-

cantly faster than the global aver-

age, according to scientific stud-

ies, resulting in ice melt that is ex-

pected to open access to natural

resources and new shipping lanes.

Russia and China are poised to

take advantage of those opportu-

nities, analysts say.

A 2023 study by the Rand Corp.

warned that the U.S. faces signif-

icant capacity gaps in the Arctic,

including limited icebreakers, in-

adequate communications and in-

sufficient troops trained for ex-

treme cold-weather operations.

One reason the 11th Airborne

Division was established in 2022

was to develop more Arctic-ready

troops. Soldiers assigned to the

unit typically spend three years

training in Alaska, gaining area-

specific expertise that could be

shared within the force.

Exercises like Arctic Forge

build skills and act as a deterrent,

said Dan Hamilton, a nonresident

senior fellow at the Brookings In-

stitution.

“And if deterrence fails and

conflict is to happen, better for it to

happen ‘there’ rather than

‘here,’ ” Hamilton said.

The Arctic was a focal point for

potential missile and air attacks

during the Cold War, as it is the

shortest route between Russia and

North America. 

The Air Force and, more recent-

ly, the Space Force monitor Arctic

airspace for threats, while the Na-

vy and Coast Guard patrol the wa-

ters.

“No one expects that we’re go-

ing to be fighting (enemy ground

forces) in Alaska anytime soon,”

McBride said when asked how the

Army’s Arctic efforts protect the

United States. 

“But there is a real possibility

we could come over here to north-

ern Europe to fight,” he added,

emphasizing the importance of

collective defense training with

allies.

Russia’s February 2022 inva-

sion of Ukraine, the third anniver-

sary of which coincided with Arc-

tic Forge, prompted historically

neutral Finland and Sweden to

join NATO. 

While this strengthens Arctic

cooperation among allies, it also

means there is far more Arctic ter-

ritory to defend. Finland shares an

over 800-mile border with Russia.

“At the moment in Finland, we

feel that we are somehow like a

front-line country,” Col. Ari Mure,

deputy commander of Finland’s

Jaeger Brigade, said Thursday at

the Sodankylä training area,

which is about 600 miles north of

Helsinki.

“It’s no secret that we’re think-

ing if we someday have an enemy,

it will be Russia,” Mure added.

“And it’s very close to here.”

Mure said he was impressed by

how the U.S. troops performed

during the exercise, in which the

invading team, played by the

Finns, used tanks and various sim-

ulated weapons systems. 

The North American forces

called in simulated long-range fire

support from a U.S. unit stationed

in Norway, some 200 miles away.

That unit, the 41st Field Artil-

lery Brigade, is becoming a regu-

lar presence in the High North,

having trained in Finland in May

and November 2023.

Soldiers with the Virginia Na-

tional Guard, which paired with

Finland last year under the U.S.

State Partnership Program, were

also in southern Finland conduct-

ing engineer training as part of

Arctic Forge.

Mure said the demand for for-

eign troops to train in Finland’s

Arctic region has surged in recent

years.

“We can’t take all who want to

come here now,” he said.

But of all the recent exercises,

Mure said Arctic Forge was par-

ticularly important, as it tested for

the first time the ability of U.S.

Arctic forces to rapidly deploy to

Finland in case of an attack.

“I feel this has been the best

show of capability of U.S. troops

that I’ve seen here in these condi-

tions,” Mure said.

Finnish soldier Santeri Koivula

agreed. His rank, also called jaeg-

er, is the Finnish equivalent of a

U.S. Army private.

“I thought it would be easier to

beat them because this is our envi-

ronment,” Koivula said Thursday.

“But it’s actually been quite bal-

anced.”

Forging: Commander says more foreign troops want to train in Finland
FROM PAGE 1

PHILLIP WALTER WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes 

A soldier with the Alaska-based 11th Airborne Division looks for
enemy activity Thursday, during a mock battle in Sodankylä, Finland,
that was part of the Arctic Forge military exercise.

MILITARY

Navy SEALs and combat crew-

men launched small raiding crafts

from a high-speed patrol boat off the

Lithuanian coastline in a show of

force aimed at “reestablishing de-

terrence” in the Baltic region, the

Navy said. 

The SEALs, along with German

and Lithuanian special operators,

carried out a range of maritime ma-

neuvers and combat tactics at sea

over a two-week span.

“Exercises like this are crucial to

ensuring we can operate seamlessly

together to fight and win wars,”

Capt. V. Scott King, commander of

Naval Special Warfare Group 2, said

in a statement Thursday.

The exercises were conducted

around Klaipeda, a seaside Lithua-

nian city about 50 miles from the

Russian military exclave of Kalinin-

grad.

The Baltic Sea region has

emerged as a potential flashpoint

with Russia. In recent months, a se-

ries of suspected sabotage incidents

targeted critical undersea infras-

tructure, including communica-

tions cables.

In January, NATO responded

with a new surveillance mission in

the region focused on tracking down

potential saboteurs. Some 40 U.S.

Marines have deployed to Finland to

assist in that campaign. Meanwhile,

U.S. special operators have forged

closer partnerships with their coun-

terparts in the Baltics.

Advanced marksmanship and

close-quarters combat techniques

were among the tactics rehearsed.

The special operators also fine-

tuned their ability to launch small

raiding craft from the well decks of

the Combatant Craft Medium, a ver-

satile patrol vessel that plays a key

role in SEAL missions.

The event culminated with a sce-

nario that showcased the troops’

preparedness to carry out combat

operations in the maritime realm,

the SEALs said. The Navy did not

elaborate on the details of the scena-

rio.

“This training showcases U.S.

forces’ lethality as well as re-estab-

lishes the U.S. military as a formid-

able deterrent to those who may try

to test America’s military capabili-

ties,” the statement said. 

SEALs drill with Lithuanians, Germans in Baltic
BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes 

WILLIAM CARLISLE/U.S. Navy 

East Coast-based Navy SEALs conduct maritime training with German
and Lithuanian special operations forces near Klaipeda, Lithuania, on
Jan. 22. The Navy released details on the training last week.
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WASHINGTON — The Navy’s

approach to managing the ship-

building industry is ineffective as

ships face lengthy construction

delays, according to a new federal

watchdog report.

“These problems are in part be-

cause the ship industrial base fac-

es workforce and infrastructure

challenges that put the Navy’s

goals out of reach. Yet, the Navy

continues to expect different per-

formance outcomes in the coming

years than it has achieved in the

past,” according to a report pub-

lished Thursday by the Govern-

ment Accountability Office. 

The Navy, which relies on con-

tracted private shipbuilding com-

panies, planned to have a battle

force of 313 ships by 2025. But in

its fiscal 2025 shipbuilding plan,

the Navy said the service will have

287 ships by 2025 — 26 fewer

ships than expected. 

From 2019-23, the Navy

planned for the delivery of 11 new

Virginia-class submarines and 15

new Arleigh Burke-class de-

stroyers. Only four of those sub-

marines and seven of the de-

stroyers were delivered. Addi-

tionally, the report found 37 out of

45 — or 85% — of ships now under

construction are facing delays

ranging from five months to more

than three years. 

For years, shipbuilders have

said they need a stable industrial

base to hire and retain a workforce

and invest in shipyard infrastruc-

ture. The Navy has tried to reas-

sure the shipbuilding industry

through long-range planning,

seeking the funds for future ships

years in advance. 

“However, our analysis of the

Navy’s shipbuilding plans for fis-

cal years 2019 through 2025 found

that the Navy made significant

changes to these plans from year

to year, resulting in an unreliable

signal of shipbuilding demand,”

the report read. 

The Navy planned in 2019 to

procure 11 ships in fiscal 2025. But

under its fiscal 2025 plan, the Na-

vy reduced its procurement plans

to six ships. In its 2024 plan, the

Navy envisioned purchasing as

many as 35 next-generation attack

submarines but has since pro-

posed buying just 14 of those ves-

sels. 

Enduring changes, the report

read, require a strategic, rather

than reactive, approach that

aligns with the National Defense

Industrial Strategy. The Defense

Department’s industrial strategy

was first released last year to

guide the department’s policy de-

velopment and investment in the

industrial base in three- to five-

year increments. 

“As such, developing a strategy

to motivate the ship industrial

base to perform better — includ-

ing goals and the resources it

needs to achieve them — will help

the Navy break a cycle of poor per-

formance that has stifled the

growth and modernization of the

fleet for decades,” the report

reads. 

The GAO made six recommen-

dations to the Navy and the De-

fense Department that include

improving visibility across invest-

ments and establishing metrics

for investments, and creating a

ship industrial base strategy. Ad-

ditionally, Navy leaders and the

Office of the Secretary of Defense

should better coordinate ship-

building investments to ensure

there are no duplicate invest-

ments, the report reads. 

The watchdog report was re-

leased as John Phelan, the nomi-

nee to be the next Navy secretary,

testified before the Senate Armed

Services Committee about how he

would use his background in the

private sector to “step outside the

status quo,” if he is confirmed, to

tackling issues such as shipbuild-

ing and recruitment. A business-

man with no military experience,

Phelan is “not a traditional” candi-

date, multiple lawmakers have

said. 

“You are a non-traditional ap-

pointee for this position, and that

can be OK if the tradition is not

working,” said Sen. Tim Kaine, D-

Va., who introduced the GAO re-

port during the hearing. “I think

the punchline in this report is the

tradition isn’t working.” 

Kaine, who is the top Democrat

on the Senate’s subcommittee on

sea power, said it was his assump-

tion that if Congress provides the

funds, the Navy and the private

sector will deliver the ships. The

Defense Department spent more

than $5.8 billion from 2014-23 to

support the shipbuilding industri-

al base, with plans to spend an ad-

ditional $12.6 billion through fiscal

2028. 

“Putting more money into the

bucket without changing how we

are doing things — I now have

completely lost confidence that

that is going to solve the problem,”

Kaine said. 

Report details Navy shipbuilding shortfalls 
BY CAITLYN BURCHETT

Stars and Stripes 

KADENA AIR BASE, Okinawa

— More than 60 high school stu-

dents staged a walkout here Friday

to protest Pentagon policies affect-

ing diversity initiatives, the third

such demonstration at a Defense

Department school since Feb. 11.

The Kadena High School stu-

dents — children of airmen and

DOD employees — walked out at 10

a.m. for a 15-minute protest in front

of the school, principal James

Bleeker wrote in a letter emailed to

parents that afternoon.

Stars and Stripes counted at least

80 students in photos taken from

about 250 feet away.

Sophomore Elliot Field orga-

nized the walkout with support

from the DODEA Student Advoca-

cy Core Team, which also backed a

Feb. 21 protest at Nile C. Kinnick

High School on Yokosuka Naval

Base, she said by email Wednes-

day. She took inspiration from that

protest, where about 150 students

walked out.

“It’s kind of frightening because

I’ve never done anything like this

before,” she told Stars and Stripes

outside the school before the

walkout. “I’ve always sort of been

like, if something needs to get done,

why not just do it? Something need-

ed to happen.”

Field said she coordinated the

protest with Bleeker. Miranda Fer-

guson, a spokeswoman for Depart-

ment of Defense Education Activ-

ity-Pacific, confirmed in an email

Friday that the demonstration was

organized with school administra-

tors.

Bleeker referred questions

emailed by Stars and Stripes on Fri-

day to Ferguson.

“DODEA respects the rights of

our students to engage in peaceful

expressions of their opinions

through speech and other ways as

long as it is done respectfully, does

not interfere with the rights of oth-

ers, and does not disrupt learning in

the school,” he wrote in his letter to

parents. “Our school is committed

to providing a safe environment

where everyone is treated with re-

spect and encouraged to help oth-

ers.”

Ferguson barred Stars and

Stripes from entering school

grounds to cover the protest. DO-

DEA requires parental consent for

student photographs, she wrote in

an email Friday. The school did not

know in advance which students

would participate, she said in a fol-

low-up message.

The school was unable to deter-

mine whether it had “appropriate

image release authority” for stu-

dents taking part in the walkout,

Ferguson wrote.

The Kadena protest, like those at

Kinnick on Feb. 21 and Patch Mid-

dle School in Stuttgart, Germany,

on Feb. 11, pushed back on a Jan. 27

executive order by President Do-

nald Trump ending diversity, equi-

ty and inclusion programs created

under previous administrations.

Among the direct effects of

Trump’s order on DODEA schools

are the review and possible remov-

al of books and classroom discus-

sions on diversity, equity and inclu-

sion; potential restrictions on some

school clubs and extracurricular

activities; and the end of official ob-

servances like Black History

Month.

Kinnick principal Kira Hurst

told students and parents in a Feb. 5

email that the school was directed

to “pause planned activities and

events for cultural observances” in

compliance with DOD guidance.

Kadena High has not notified

students or parents of specific pro-

gram changes, book removals, or

the end of any activities, Ferguson

said by phone Thursday.

However, Field and other stu-

dents said activities such as a door-

decorating contest for Black Histo-

ry Month were canceled.

During the walkout, junior Mary

Hardy called DODEA’s policies “a

step back from progress made to-

wards representing and celebrat-

ing marginalized communities,”

according to a copy of her speech

she emailed to Stars and Stripes.

Students erupted in cheers after

her remarks.

Caleese Council, a junior, said

she walked out to show support and

provide “power in numbers.”

She said a Black History Month

program she organized had to be

moved to the Schilling Community

Center after she was not allowed to

hold it at the school or any enlisted

clubs on base.

“We couldn’t do it anywhere,”

she said outside the school after the

walkout. “I don’t know why it got

taken away; I feel like it’s kind of

stupid.”

Hardy, who helped organize the

protest, said she hoped it would in-

spire other DODEA students to

stage their own walkouts.

“We believe that political poli-

cies shouldn’t dictate what we can

and cannot learn in the classroom,”

she said.

DODEA students on
Okinawa stage latest
walkout for diversity 

BY BRIAN MCELHINEY

Stars and Stripes 

ELISA KAI/EK Studio Photography 

Students pose with signs during a protest of anti-diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives at Kadena High
School on Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, on Friday.
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WASHINGTON — The military

services have 30 days to figure out

how they will seek out and identify

transgender service members to

remove them from the force — a

daunting task that may end up re-

lying on troops self-reporting or

tattling on their colleagues.

A memo sent to Defense De-

partment leaders on Thursday —

after the Pentagon filed it late

Wednesday as part of a response

to a lawsuit — orders the services

to set up procedures to identify

troops diagnosed with or being

treated for gender dysphoria by

March 26. They will then have 30

days to begin removing those

troops from service. 

The order expands on the exec-

utive order signed by President

Donald Trump during his early

days in office setting out steps to-

ward banning transgender indi-

viduals from serving in the mili-

tary. The directive has been chal-

lenged in court.

A senior defense official said

Thursday they believe there are

about 4,200 troops diagnosed with

gender dysphoria currently serv-

ing in the active duty, National

Guard and Reserves.

The official, who spoke on con-

dition of anonymity to discuss per-

sonnel issues, said that between

2015 and 2024, the total cost for

psychotherapy, gender-affirming

hormone therapy, gender-affirm-

ing surgery and other treatment

for service members is about $52

million. 

There are about 2.1 million

troops serving. 

However, the issue has taken up

a large part of the Pentagon’s at-

tention and time as Trump and

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth

work to root them out, arguing that

their medical condition doesn’t

meet military standards.

“The medical, surgical, and

mental health constraints on indi-

viduals who have a current diag-

nosis or history of, or exhibit

symptoms consistent with, gender

dysphoria are incompatible with

the high mental and physical stan-

dards necessary for military ser-

vice,” Darin Selnick, who is serv-

ing as defense undersecretary for

personnel, said in the new memo.

It claims that the lethality and

integrity of the military “is incon-

sistent” with what transgender

personnel go through as they tran-

sition to the gender they identify

with, and it issues an edict that

gender is “immutable, unchang-

ing during a person’s life.” 

Lawyers for six transgender

service members who are suing

over Trump’s executive order

have argued in court filings that

his directive openly expresses

“hostility” toward transgender

people and marks them as “un-

equal and dispensable, demean-

ing them in the eyes of their fellow

service members and the public.”

Sarah Warbelow, vice president

for legal affairs for the Human

Rights Campaign, said the new

policy puts service members in a

difficult position and pushes trans-

gender troops to self-identify.

“All of a sudden, you are going

to be required to out yourself. Oth-

er people are going to be required

to out you,” Warbelow said. “If

you’ve got a best friend in the mil-

itary who happens to know that

you are transgender, under this

new guidance they’re required —

if you are a woman who is trans-

gender — they’re required to start

referring to you as ‘he’ and ‘sir,’ as

of today.”

Troops are put in the position of

having to choose “between the

safety of their friends and violat-

ing direct orders,” Warbelow said,

adding that transgender service

members may feel pressure to

self-identify, knowing that they

may be penalized by not coming

forward.

On Thursday, U.S. officials said

early rough numbers suggest

about 600 transgender troops can

be quickly identified in the Navy,

between 300 and 500 in the Army

and fewer than 50 in the Marine

Corps. Officials said individuals

could, for example, be identified

by documented medical treat-

ments, and acknowledged those

numbers are likely to increase.

Other numbers were not availa-

ble, according to the officials, who

spoke on condition of anonymity to

discuss personnel issues.

Trans troops now being ID’d for removal
BY TARA COPP

AND LOLITA C. BALDOR

Associated Press 

Defense Secretary Pete Heg-

seth has ordered about 3,000 ac-

tive-duty troops to the southern

U.S. border, including soldiers

from a motorized brigade

equipped with 20-ton armored

Stryker combat vehicles, defense

officials familiar with the effort

said.

The defense secretary ap-

proved the orders Friday, said two

officials, who spoke on the condi-

tion of anonymity to discuss inter-

nal Defense Department plan-

ning. The soldiers are primarily

from the 4th Infantry Division’s

2nd Stryker Brigade at Fort Car-

son, Colo., and will be joined by

soldiers specializing in engineer-

ing, intelligence and public af-

fairs, the officials said.

The Pentagon announced the

deployment in a statement Satur-

day afternoon after the news was

first reported by The Washington

Post. Hegseth has ordered the de-

ployment of a Stryker brigade

combat team and a helicopter unit

to “reinforce and expand current

border security operations to seal

the border and protect the territo-

rial integrity of the United States,”

the statement said.

The troops will arrive in coming

weeks, underscoring the Defense

Department’s “unwavering dedi-

cation to working alongside the

Department of Homeland Securi-

ty to secure our southern border

and maintain the sovereignty, ter-

ritory integrity, and security of the

United States under President

[Donald] Trump’s leadership,”

the statement added.

About 2,400 soldiers will deploy

with the Stryker brigade and an

additional 550 will go with the

aviation unit, said another defense

official, who also spoke on the con-

dition of anonymity because of the

sensitivity of the issue. A handful

of others will join them.

After news of the deployment,

Hegseth said in a post on X that the

administration is “dead serious

about 100% OPERATIONAL CON-

TROL of the southern border.”

The mission had been in plan-

ning since January and comes de-

spite a sharp drop in border cross-

ings since the Trump administra-

tion took office. 

Hegseth said during a trip to the

border in February that all options

are on the table to support

Trump’s efforts to stop illegal mi-

gration.

The orders are part of a broad-

er, politically fraught military

mission that the Trump adminis-

tration initiated to stop undocu-

mented migrants and drug smug-

glers from crossing into the Unit-

ed States. Several thousand U.S.

troops are already involved, pri-

marily assisting U.S. Customs and

Border Protection (CBP) in the

detection and apprehension of mi-

grants seeking to enter the United

States illegally.

3K troops,
Strykers
ordered to
the border

BY DAN LAMOTHE

The Washington Post 

JERRON BRUCE/U.S. Army

U.S. Army National Guard soldiers conduct a security and surveillance
flight inside a UH-72A Lakota in Sahuarita, Ariz., on Feb. 14.

Civil rights attorneys sued the

Trump administration Saturday

to prevent it from transferring 10

migrants detained in the U.S. to

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and

filed statements from men held

there who said they were mis-

treated there in conditions that

one of them called “a living hell.”

The federal lawsuit came less

than a month after the same at-

torneys sued for access to mi-

grants who were already de-

tained at the naval base in Cuba

after living in the U.S. illegally.

Both cases are backed by the

American Civil Liberties Union

and filed in Washington.

The attorneys also filed state-

ments translated from Spanish

into English from two men still

held at Guantanamo Bay, four

men held there in February and

sent back to Venezuela, and a

Venezuelan migrant sent back to

Texas. The men said they were

kept in small, windowless cells,

with lights on around the clock,

hindering sleep, and had inade-

quate food and medical care.

One man reported attempting su-

icide there, and two said they

knew of others’ attempts. The

men said migrants were verbally

and physically abused by staff-

ers.

“It was easy to lose the will to

live,” said Raul David Garcia, a

former Guantanamo detainee

sent back to Venezuela. “I had

been kidnapped in Mexico be-

fore, and at least my captors

there told me their names.”

Another former detainee sent

back to Venezuela, Jonathan Ale-

jandro Alviares Armas, reported

that fellow detainees were some-

times denied water or “tied up in

a chair outside our cells for up to

several hours” as punishment,

including for protesting condi-

tions.

“Guantanamo is a living hell,”

he said.

In another, separate federal

lawsuit filed in New Mexico, a

federal judge on Feb. 9 blocked

the transfer of three immigrants

from Venezuela being held in

that state to Guantanamo Bay. 

The White House and the De-

fense and Homeland Security de-

partments did not immediately

respond to emails Saturday seek-

ing comment about the latest

lawsuit. 

The two agencies are among

the defendants. 

Trump has promised mass de-

portations of immigrants living

in the U.S. illegally and has said

Guantanamo Bay, also known as

“Gitmo,” has space for up to

30,000 of them.

He also has said he plans to

send “the worst” or high-risk

“criminal aliens” to the base in

Cuba. 

The administration has not re-

leased specific information on

who is being transferred, so it is

not clear what crimes they are

accused of committing in the

U.S. and whether they have been

convicted in court, or merely

been charged or arrested. 

Attorneys suing to keep 
10 migrants out of Gitmo
amid claims of abuse 

BY JOHN HANNA

Associated Press 
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ment is conducted.

The review will help identify

“low-impact and low-priority”

programs that could be eliminat-

ed, according to the department.

Robert Salesses, acting deputy de-

fense secretary, stated the initia-

tive would reallocate $50 billion in

fiscal 2026 to reflect the priorities

of President Donald Trump’s ad-

ministration.

Blumenthal, who was joined by

Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., said a me-

mo on Trump’s budget “relook”

for fiscal 2026 contains a list of

proposed budget reductions

amounting to an 8% to 10% cut of

the existing Defense Department

budget estimate of $876 billion. 

Fiscal 2026 starts Oct. 1, 2025,

and runs through Sept. 30, 2026.

The senators did not provide the

memo.

Blumenthal and Kaine are

members of the Senate Armed

Services Committee. Blumenthal

also sits on the Senate Veterans’

Affairs Committee.

At a Senate Armed Services

Committee hearing Thursday to

consider John Phelan as Navy sec-

retary, Blumenthal criticized cuts

to the civilian workforce proposed

in the memo that include reduc-

tions of more than 70,000 person-

nel and $70 billion in spending. 

“The administration appears to

be undertaking a first wave — part

of a purge — an 8% slash to both

the budget and defense work-

force,” he said.

“I view it as a breathtaking act

of disrespect. The administration

branded these positions as non-

mission critical,” Blumenthal

added.

Phelan said the proposed bud-

get cuts are for planning purposes

only and the reductions will come

from non-warfighting elements.

At the same time, the House last

week approved a budget frame-

work that would allocate an addi-

tional $100 billion for defense

spending in the next decade as

part of Trump’s domestic agenda. 

The Senate also advanced its

own budget blueprint last week

that calls for allocating an extra

$150 billion in spending for the

military.

Sen. Roger Wicker, R-Miss.,

chairman of the Senate Armed

Services Committee, said the ad-

ministration is reviewing the en-

tire proposed 2026 defense bud-

get.

“This process will enable [Heg-

seth] to offset needless and dis-

tracting programs — such as those

focused on climate change and

DEI [diversity, equity and inclu-

sion] — and direct focus on impor-

tant warfighting priorities shared

by the Congress,” he said. “I have

spoken with President Trump re-

peatedly, and he intends to deliver

a desperately needed military re-

build and Pentagon reform agen-

da.”

Blumenthal and Kaine also said

they sent a letter to Trump signed

by 21 Democratic senators to

voice concern about the impact of

the pending cuts on morale in the

military and veterans.

Veterans make up about 30% of

the federal workforce but com-

prise nearly half of the Defense

Department’s civilian workforce,

which totaled more than 789,000

employees in June 2024, accord-

ing to the department’s Defense

Manpower Data Center. 

Trump’s administration al-

ready has carried out firings at

several federal agencies, includ-

ing the Department of Veterans

Affairs, as part of a larger work-

force reduction to bring down

costs by reducing the size of gov-

ernment. 

As part of that effort, federal

employees are receiving another

email this week requiring them to

explain their recent accomplish-

ments, The Associated Press re-

ported. The first email, which was

distributed to federal employees a

week ago, asked “what did you do

last week?” and prompted them to

list five tasks that they had com-

pleted. 

Musk said anyone who didn’t

respond would be fired. 

Many agencies responded by

telling their workforces not to re-

spond to the email or issued con-

flicting guidance. 

The second email was expected

to be delivered in a different way,

according to a person with knowl-

edge of the situation, potentially

making it easier to discipline fed-

eral employees for noncompli-

ance with the request, according

to the AP report.

Kaine described the termina-

tions as a war on veterans.

“I think Donald Trump in six

weeks has achieved the record of

having fired more veterans of any

president of the U.S., and he’s not

done. He wants to do much, much

more,” he said.

Kaine said some of the proba-

tionary employees have worked

for the federal government for

years but are new to their roles af-

ter receiving promotions for good

performance. 

He said his office learned about

the experience of a Marine Corps

veteran who transferred to the

Agriculture Department after

joining the Defense Department

as a civilian worker in 2024. 

He was recently laid off in the

mass firing of probationary work-

ers, Kaine said.

At a separate news conference

Thursday, Sen. Tammy Duck-

worth, D-Ill., a member of the Sen-

ate Veterans’ Affairs Committee

and the Senate Armed Services

Committee, also condemned the

firings as causing “needless pain”

and creating chaos for the nation’s

veterans.

Blumenthal and Kaine called on

Trump to restore the jobs of any

veterans who have been impacted

and to provide them with back pay

and benefits.

Firings: Senators criticize workforce cuts
FROM PAGE 1
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WASHINGTON — Five former

secretaries of defense are calling

on Congress to hold immediate

hearings on President Donald

Trump’s recent firings of the

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff and several other senior mil-

itary leaders, according to a letter

obtained by The Associated Press.

The five men — who represent-

ed Republican and Democratic

administrations over the past

three decades — said the dismiss-

als were alarming, raised “trou-

bling questions about the adminis-

tration’s desire to politicize the

military” and removed legal con-

straints on the president’s power.

Late last week, Trump fired Air

Force Gen.

Charles “CQ”

Brown Jr. as

chairman of the

Joint Chiefs. De-

fense Secretary

Pete Hegseth fol-

lowed by firing

Adm. Lisa Fran-

chetti, chief of

naval operations; Gen. Jim Slife,

vice chief of the Air Force; and the

judge advocates general for the

military services.

Hegseth has defended the firing

of Brown, saying other presidents

made changes in military person-

nel and that Trump deserves to

pick his own team. Hegseth said

he fired the JAGs because he

didn’t think they were “well-suit-

ed” to provide recommendations

when lawful orders are given.

The letter — signed by William

Perry, Leon Panetta, Chuck Ha-

gel, Jim Mattis and Lloyd Austin

— said there were no real justifi-

cations for the firings because sev-

eral of the officers had been nomi-

nated by Trump previously. And

they had exemplary careers, in-

cluding operational and combat

experience.

“We, like many Americans —

including many troops — are

therefore left to conclude that

these leaders are being fired for

purely partisan reasons,” said the

letter, “we’re not asking members

of Congress to do us a favor; we’re

asking them to do their jobs.”

In the meantime, they said, sen-

ators should refuse to confirm any

new Pentagon nominations, in-

cluding retired Lt. Gen. Dan

Caine, who Trump has said should

be the next joint chiefs chairman.

Trump’s choice of Caine is un-

usual. Caine, who is widely re-

spected in the military, would

have to come back onto active du-

ty, but he does not meet the legal

requirements for the top post. Ac-

cording to law, a chairman must

have served as a combatant com-

mander or service chief. The pres-

ident can waive requirements. 

Hagel is a Republican and Mat-

tis, an independent, was Trump’s

first defense chief. The other three

are Democrats. Four of the five

served in the military, including

two — Mattis and Austin — who

were four-star generals.

“The House and Senate should

demand that the administration

justify each firing and fully ex-

plain why it violated Congress’

legislative intent that the chair-

man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

complete a four-year term in of-

fice,” the letter said.

Brown had served a bit less than

17 months.

In recent decades, a number of

three-star and four-star officers

have been fired, but Pentagon

leaders have routinely made clear

why they were ousted.

Former defense chiefs call for probe of firings 
BY LOLITA C. BALDOR

Associated Press 

Brown

The Trump administration is

requesting data from all federal

agencies about government re-

sources devoted to union matters,

potentially setting the stage for a

showdown between the White

House and federal unions.

In a memo issued Thursday to

the heads of all executive depart-

ments and agencies, the Office of

Personnel Management request-

ed data on the amount of govern-

ment time and funds spent on

union matters, such as negotia-

tions and grievance proceedings.

It also requested detailed infor-

mation about federal employees

with union responsibilities en-

shrined in collective bargaining

contracts, including their pay,

telework authorization, and work

time spent on union matters.

Agencies will be required to

monitor the use of “tax-payer-

funded union time … to see that it

is used efficiently,” acting OPM

director Charles Ezell wrote in the

memo.

Legislation passed by Congress

in 1978 grants federal government

employees designated paid time

during work hours — known as

“official time” — to engage in cer-

tain union matters related to la-

bor-management activities, such

as bargaining contracts, filing

grievance proceedings and hold-

ing workplace safety training.

A federal worker, for example,

may be allowed to use paid work

time to represent an employee

who is getting disciplined or fired.

Official time is not allocated for

union-specific business, such as

union drives or elections.

Labor leaders and other experts

said they fear Thursday’s memo

signals that the Trump adminis-

tration is preparing to eliminate or

reduce the time federal govern-

ment employees can spend on

union matters. That stance is pop-

ular with some conservatives, who

argue that taxpayers should not

foot the bill for union matters,

while union leaders say official

time lets employees carry out

their legal duties to represent

their co-workers and resolve

workplace issues.

MORIAH RATNER/For The Washington Post 

Federal workers rally Feb. 11 at Upper Senate Park in Washington. 

White House seeks data on

federal staffers’ union work
BY LAUREN KAORI GURLEY

The Washington Post 
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WASHINGTON — As House

members finished voting for the

week and left Washington, the

lead Democrat on the House Ap-

propriations Committee, Rep. Ro-

sa DeLauro, voiced frustration

that Republicans had yet to re-

spond to her latest offer on a full-

year spending bill, even though it

had been made five days earlier.

Meanwhile, her Republican

counterpart outright dismissed

Democratic efforts to include as-

surances in the legislation that

funding approved by Congress

would be spent by President Do-

nald Trump’s administration as

lawmakers intended. 

“A Republican Senate and a Re-

publican House are not going to

limit what a president can do, par-

ticularly when he has to sign the

bill,” said Rep. Tom Cole, R-Okla.

The exchanges demonstrate the

divides that remain as the nation

approaches a March 14 deadline

to avoid a partial federal govern-

ment shutdown.

Such deadlines have become

commonplace in recent years with

lawmakers almost always work-

ing out their differences in the end

or at least agreeing to a short-term

funding extension.

But with Republicans now in

charge of the White House and

Trump sidestepping Congress on

previous funding decisions, a

more contentious dynamic has

emerged during negotiations,

raising questions about whether

lawmakers will avoid a shutdown

this time.

The stage for the current nego-

tiations was set nearly two years

ago when then-House Speaker

Kevin McCarthy and then-Presi-

dent Joe Biden worked out a two-

year budget deal that would es-

sentially hold non-defense spend-

ing flat for 2024, while boosting it

slightly for defense. The agree-

ment provided for 1% increases

for both in 2025. 

Democrats want to adhere to

that agreement, which would

bring defense spending to about

$895.2 billion and non-defense to

about $780.4 billion. Republicans

are looking to spend less on non-

defense programs. Cole has ar-

gued Republicans are not bound

to an agreement negotiated by two

men no longer in office.

It’s unclear how much the two

sides disagree on an overall

spending amount. But Sen. Patty

Murray, the lead Democrat on the

Senate Appropriations Commit-

tee, said they weren’t far apart. 

“We are close on topline spend-

ing, but we need to know Republi-

cans are willing to work with us to

protect Congress’ power of the

purse — and I welcome any and all

ideas they may have on how we

can work together to do just that,”

Murray said. 

Trump pushed early to pause

grants and loans potentially total-

ing trillions of dollars while his ad-

ministration conducted an across-

the-board review of federal pro-

grams. A subsequent memoran-

dum purported to rescind the

pause.

Still, a federal judge issued an

order last week as a backstop. The

preliminary injunction continued

to block the pause. The judge said

the freeze had “placed critical

programs for children, the elder-

ly, and everyone in between in se-

rious jeopardy.”

Meanwhile, Trump has empo-

wered Elon Musk to help engineer

the firing of thousands of federal

employees and potentially shutter

entire agencies created by Con-

gress. 

The U.S. Constitution grants

Congress the power to appro-

priate money and requires the ex-

ecutive to pay it out. 

A 50-year-old law makes that

explicit by prohibiting the presi-

dent from halting payments on

grants or other programs ap-

proved by Congress.

Democrats have sought to place

in the spending bill some guaran-

tees the administration would fol-

low what Congress intended. But

Republicans are making clear

that’s a non-starter.

“Democrats are placing com-

pletely unreasonable conditions

on the negotiations. They want us

to limit the scope of executive au-

thority,” House Speaker Mike

Johnson said.

The current fiscal year began in

October, so lawmakers are al-

ready five months late. Trump

complained Thursday on Truth

Social, blaming Biden, saying he

“left us a total MESS.”

But it was congressional Repu-

blicans who opted in December to

hold over budget negotiations for

a few months, largely because

Trump would be in the White

House. Johnson on Fox News in

December urged a short-term ex-

tension so “we get to March where

we can put our fingerprints on the

spending. That’s when the big

changes start.”

The first fallback option is the

continuing resolution Trump en-

dorsed, a stopgap measure that

would generally fund federal

agencies at current levels.

The White House has submitted

to lawmakers a list of what are re-

ferred to as “anomalies” that it

wants to see added to a continuing

resolution. For example, it wants

an additional $1.6 billion to in-

crease pay for junior enlisted ser-

vice members by an average of

10% effective April 1. Congress

has also supported a pay increase

in previous legislation. 

The White House is also seeking

$485 million for more immigrant

detention beds and for removal

operations at U.S. Immigration

and Customs Enforcement. The

request also seeks to give Trump

more flexibility on how money

within certain departments is

spent. For example, the White

House wants language allowing

$30 billion in Department of De-

fense transfers.

Democrats will want to nego-

tiate some of the changes the

White House is seeking, adding to

the uncertainty of reaching a final

agreement.

If talks break down completely,

funding for agencies will end at

midnight March 14. 

Congress tries to avoid a partial shutdown

CAROLYN KASTER / AP

Several divides remain between Republicans and Democrats in Congress as a March 14 deadline to avoid
a partial federal government shutdown approaches. 

BY KEVIN FREKING

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The nation

will hear a new president sing a

far different tune in his prime-

time address before Congress on

Tuesday night. Some Americans

will lustily sing along. Others will

plug their ears.

The old tune is out — the one

where a president declares “we

strongly support NATO,” “I be-

lieve strongly in free trade” and

Washington must do more to pro-

mote clean air, clean water, wom-

en’s health and civil rights.

That was Donald Trump in

2017. 

That was back when gestures of

bipartisanship and appeals to na-

tional unity were still in the mix on

the night the president comes be-

fore Congress to hold forth on the

state of the union. Trump, then

new at the job, was just getting his

footing in the halls of power and

not ready to stomp on everything.

It would be three more years be-

fore Americans would see Demo-

cratic Rep. Nancy Pelosi of Cali-

fornia, then the House speaker

and his State of the Union host in

the chamber, performatively rip

up a copy of Trump’s speech in

disgust over its contents.

On Tuesday, Americans who

tune into Trump's address will see

whether he speaks to the whole

country, as he mostly did in his

first such speech in the chamber

as president, or only to the roughly

half who voted for him.

They will see also whether he

hews to ceremony and common

courtesies, as he did in 2017, or

goes full bore on showmanship

and incitement.

He comes into it days after as-

sailing Ukrainian President Volo-

dymyr Zelenskyy to his face and

before the cameras in the Oval Of-

fice for not expressing sufficient

gratitude for U.S. support in Uk-

raine's war with Russia. It was a

display of public humiliation by an

American president to an allied

foreign leader with no parallel in

anyone's memory.

Anew president's first speech to

Congress is not designated a State

of the Union address, coming so

close to the Jan. 20 inauguration.

But it serves the same purpose, of-

fering an annual accounting of

what has been done, what is ahead

and what condition the country is

in, as the president sees it.

It is customary in modern times

for the president to say the state of

the union is strong, no matter what

a mess it may be in. Trump won

the election saying the state of the

union was in shambles and he was

going to make it right.

The Trump who addressed Con-

gress on Feb. 28, 2017, is recogniz-

able now, despite the measured

tone and content of that speech.

After all, he had already shocked

the political class by assailing

“American carnage” from the in-

augural stage.

He told Congress that night he

wanted NATO members to spend

more on their armed forces, want-

ed trade to be “fair” as well as free

and wanted foreign countries in

crises to be made stable enough so

that people who fled to the U.S.

could go back home. But he did not

open his first term with the

wrenching turns in foreign policy,

civil service firings, stirrings of

mass deportation or cries of “drill,

baby, drill” of today.

In a line that could have come

from any president of either party,

Trump noted in his 2017 speech

that, “with the help of Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau, we have

formed a council with our neigh-

bors in Canada to help ensure that

women entrepreneurs have ac-

cess to the networks, markets and

capital they need to start a busi-

ness and live out their financial

dreams.”

Now he belittles Trudeau as

“governor” of a land he wants to

make the 51st state and is about to

slam with tariffs, along with Mex-

ico. Canadians, not known for dis-

plays of patriotism, are seething

about their neighbor and rushing

to buy and fly their flag.

Trump speech to Congress likely to diverge from first term
BY CALVIN WOODWARD

Associated Press 
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DETROIT — President Donald

Trump’s trade wars threaten to

claim a casualty on the home

front: the American auto industry.

If the president goes ahead with

25% taxes on imports from Cana-

da and Mexico on Tuesday, he will

disrupt more than $300 billion in

annual U.S. automotive trade with

its two neighbors, wreck supply

chains that have been operating

for decades and likely push up the

already-forbidding price of new

cars.

The tariffs pose an “existential’’

threat to North American auto

production, said David Gantz, a

fellow at Rice University’s Baker

Institute for Public Policy. They

will push up “the cost of every-

thing that’s imported from Mexico

or Canada that goes into a car as-

sembled in the U.S.’’

Kelley Blue Book says Trump’s

tariffs could raise the U.S. price of

the average new car — already ap-

proaching $49,000 — by $3,000 or

more. The price of some full-size

pickup trucks could shoot up by

$10,000.

The economic pain would inten-

sify if Canada and Mexico coun-

terpunched with tariffs on Amer-

ican exports.

Andrew Foran of TD Econom-

ics estimates that 25% tariffs

would push down auto sales by

13.6% a year in Canada and 10.6%

in the United States.

Since 1965 — when the U.S. and

Canada eliminated tariffs on each

other’s autos and auto parts —

North America has turned into an

integrated auto manufacturing

powerhouse. Mexico was brought

into the fold by a 1994 regional

trade pact and another one nego-

tiated by Trump himself in 2020.

“The fact that you can tap rela-

tively cheap steel and aluminum

from Canada, that you can use the

relatively low-cost labor in Mexi-

co to assemble cars, and that you

can leverage the high tech exper-

tise and technology of the United

States together, makes North

America an incredibly competi-

tive place to build automobiles,”

said Brett House, a professor at

Columbia University’s business

school.

Just over half the 8 million cars

and light trucks the United States

imported last year came from

Mexico and Canada. Canada and

Mexico are also the top two for-

eign markets for U.S.-built cars

and light trucks, accounting for

53% of America’s auto exports.

By taxing Canadian and Mexi-

can imports, most of which has

been entering the U.S. duty free,

Trump would be lobbing an explo-

sive into that elaborate manufac-

turing network.

A White House official, who

spoke on condition of anonymity

to discuss details of the tariff plan,

said the taxes would apply each

time goods cross the border from

Mexico or Canada. That means

the costs would pile up as auto

components traveled from facto-

ries in the United States to Mexico

or Canada and back again. 

What’s more, the 25% tariffs on

Canada and Mexico would come

atop higher taxes Trump intends

to impose on foreign steel and alu-

minum starting March 12. Trump

is removing exemptions on the

metals tariffs he imposed in his

first term — 25% on steel and 10%

on aluminum — and raising the

levy on aluminum to 25%. 

Trade war a threat
to US auto industry

BY PAUL WISEMAN

AND ALEXA ST. JOHN

Associated Press 

WAITSFIELD, Vt. — Crowds

protesting Vice President JD

Vance the day after an Oval Office

blowout over Ukraine lined road-

ways Saturday near a Vermont ski

resort where he had planned to

spend a weekend vacationing with

his family.

Many of the hundreds of dem-

onstrators held signs in support of

Ukraine, while other anti-war pro-

testers waved Palestinian flags or

signs in support of immigrant

rights. Protesters showed up at

several locations in the area, in-

cluding both sides of Route 100 in

Waitsfield.

Though demonstrations were

planned days in advance, they

were energized Saturday morning

by a heated Oval Office exchange

a day earlier between Vance,

President Donald Trump and Uk-

rainian President Volodymyr Zel-

enskyy. Vance berated Zelenskyy

for challenging Trump’s asser-

tions that Russian President Vla-

dimir Putin could be trusted. 

“Ski Russia because JD Vance

has no friends in Vermont, but

he’s got lots of friends in Russia, so

he should go there for vacation,”

Tekla Van Hoven of Waterbury

told WCAX-TV.

Vance and his family arrived in

Vermont ahead of the weekend,

with plans to ski at Sugarbush Re-

sort in Warren. 

A few protested at the resort on

Saturday. 

“There were a handful of pro-

testers at the resort throughout

the day, but all were peaceful and

none were disruptive,” resort

spokesman John Bleh said in an

email Sunday. He declined fur-

ther comment, referring report-

ers to the White House. 

Messages left Sunday for White

House officials weren't immedi-

ately returned.

Republican Gov. Phil Scott is-

sued a statement on Thursday

welcoming Vance and his family

to the state, and asked Vermont

residents to do the same even if

they have political differences

with the vice president.

“I hope Vermonters remember

the vice president is here on a fam-

ily trip with his young children

and, while we may not always

agree, we should be respectful,”

the statement said.

A smaller number of protesters

in support Vance and President

Donald Trump also showed up

with a “welcome rally.”

ERIN MINICHIELLO/AP 

Protesters line Main Street in Waitsfield, Vt., to protest Vice President JD Vance's visit on Saturday.

Crowds protest near ski resort
where Vance planned vacation

Associated Press 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — An-

drew and Tristan Tate, who are

charged with human trafficking in

Romania, have returned to the

U.S. after authorities lifted travel

restrictions on the siblings, who

have millions of online followers. 

After the pair arrived in Fort

Lauderdale, Fla., on Thursday,

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis made

it clear the influencer brothers are

not welcome in his state and that

his administration is conducting a

preliminary inquiry into the pair

— sparking pushback from sup-

porters of the Tates.

Andrew Tate, 38, is a former

professional kickboxer and self-

described misogynist who has

amassed more than 10 million fol-

lowers on X. He and his brother

Tristan Tate, 36, are vocal suppor-

ters of President Donald Trump.

Andrew Tate is a hugely suc-

cessful social media figure, at-

tracting millions of followers,

many of them young men and

schoolchildren who were drawn

in by the luxurious lifestyle the in-

fluencer projects online.

He previously was banned from

TikTok, YouTube and Facebook

for hate speech and his misogynis-

tic comments, including that

women should bear responsibility

for getting sexually assaulted.

The Tates, who are dual U.S.-

British citizens, were arrested in

late 2022 and formally indicted

last year on charges they partici-

pated in a criminal ring that lured

women to Romania where they

were sexually exploited. Andrew

Tate was also charged with rape.

They deny the allegations.

The Tates’ departure came af-

ter Romanian Foreign Minister

Emil Hurezeanu said last month

that a Trump administration offi-

cial expressed interest in the

brothers’ case at the recent Mun-

ich Security Conference. 

The Tates arrived in the U.S.

Thursday, landing in Fort Lauder-

dale around midday.

Speaking to reporters at the air-

port, Andrew Tate repeated his in-

sistence that the siblings had done

nothing wrong.

The brothers are expected to re-

turn to Romania, where they still

face criminal charges. An attor-

ney for the siblings there did not

immediately respond to a request

for comment on Friday on when

they are due back in the country.

The brothers' return to the U.S.

has sparked disagreement among

conservative commentators and

officials. 

Speaking to reporters, Florida's

Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis

made clear he doesn't want the

brothers to remain in his state. 

Florida’s attorney general is ex-

amining whether the state may

have any jurisdiction over the

brothers’ alleged crimes, and if so,

how to “hold them accountable.”

In court documents, the Tates

have said they are not and have

never been Florida residents.

Once the legal saga in Romania

ends, the United Kingdom has an

extradition request — that was ap-

proved last year by a Romanian

court — for separate charges the

Tates face there related to allega-

tions of sexual aggression.

Tate brothers return to US, DeSantis says they are not welcome in Fla.

VADIM GHIRDA/AP 

Andrew Tate leaves after a
hearing in Bucharest, Romania,
Wednesday, June 21, 2023. 

BY KATE PAYNE

AP/Report For America 
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When the Office of Personnel

Management asked federal work-

ers to explain what they did last

week, the email landed with extra

weight for workers at NASA’s Hu-

man Landing System program.

The program has a lunar lander

contract with Blue Origin, the rocket

company owned by Washington

Post owner Jeff Bezos. Replying to

the email could reveal details of that

contract work to Blue Origin’s pri-

mary competitor: Billionaire Elon

Musk, now a powerful adviser to

President Donald Trump and also

the founder of the rocket company

SpaceX.

Initially, workers at NASA were

told they didn’t need to respond to

the email, according to a person fa-

miliar with the matter, who spoke on

the condition of anonymity for fear

of retribution. But then a program

managerfor HLS sent a note, a copy

of which was obtained by The Wash-

ington Post, saying that she would

reply and would “recommend we all

do.”

The note urged workers to ex-

clude proprietary or contractually

sensitive information. But NASA

workers were nonetheless rattled

by the idea of disclosing what they

were doing to OPM, an agency run

by Musk’s allies — in the latest colli-

sion between Musk’s public role and

his sprawling business empire.

Since formally joining the Trump

administration as a “special govern-

ment employee,” Musk has said he

would recuse himself from tasks

that might pose a conflict of interest;

the White House has said Musk

would police those conflicts himself.

But that hasn’t eased concerns in

agencies that do business with

Musk’s companies or his competi-

tors. Federal law generally prohib-

its public officials from working on

issues in which they, their families

or their outside employers have fi-

nancial interest, and ethics offices

—not the officials — are supposed to

decide what poses a conflict. 

At the Federal Aviation Adminis-

tration, worry over potential con-

flicts of interest spiked after revela-

tions that the agency is close to shift-

ing work on a $2.4 billion contract for

its communications systems from

Verizon to Musk’s Starlink.

“For them to come in and be

awarded the contract at the last min-

ute is startling across the board,”

said an employee briefed on the

agency’s deliberations, who spoke

on the condition of anonymity for

fear of retribution. “It’s such a clear

conflict of interest.”

Meanwhile, a handful of SpaceX

employees have arrived at the FAA

and gotten temporary waivers from

conflict-of-interest rules so they can

review its technology on behalf of

the U.S. DOGE Service, a budget-

cutting agency Trump created un-

der Musk’s command (though the

White House now says Musk is

merely a presidential adviser and

that DOGE is run by administrator

Amy Gleason). 

“FAA’s office of commercial

space [flight] regulates SpaceX, and

now we have their employees inside

our agency while they still serve

SpaceX,” said another worker, also

speaking on the condition of ano-

nymity for fear of retribution.

Musk and SpaceX did not re-

spond to a request for comment, nor

did Neuralink, Musk’s brain chip

startup.

But in the FAA, some people are

uncomfortable about allies — or em-

ployees — of Musk reviewing an

agency that also grants licenses to

SpaceX and its competitors,accord-

ing to a different FAA staffer who al-

so spoke on the condition of anonym-

ity for fear of reprisal.

“It’s a fox in the henhouse situa-

tion,” anotherFAA staffer said.

Suchworries are even more prev-

alent at NASA, the agency most

closely tied to Musk’s business em-

pire. NASA has invested more than

$15 billion into SpaceX, according to

a Post analysis that cited an agency

spokeswoman. 

Within days of a DOGE team ar-

riving at the agency, the engineering

directorate at the Kennedy Space

Center in Florida held a large ques-

tion-and-answer session, according

to an employee, who also spoke on

the condition of anonymity for fear

of retaliation. One of nearly 600 at-

tendees spoke up to ask a question

that had been on many staffers’

minds, the employee said.

“With Elon seemingly having his

hand in everything and SpaceX be-

ing a major NASA contractor,” the

employee recalled this person ask-

ing, “what should we do regarding

any conflicts of interest?”

Leaders in the meeting told staff

to pass any concerns up their nor-

mal management chain, the em-

ployee said. But the response yield-

edmore questions than answers, ac-

cording to interviews with a half

dozen NASA employees, all of

whom spoke on the condition of ano-

nymity for fear of retaliation over

criticizing Musk publicly. They said

Musk’s rapid entry into their agency

is stirring alarm that he could try to

use NASA data or weaken its regula-

tory and safety functions to boost his

company’s fortunes.

Sirens at agencies
as Musk polices
his own conflicts

BY FAIZ SIDDIQUI

AND HANNAH NATANSON

The Washington Post 

BOSTON — Demonstrators

gathered outside Tesla stores

across the U.S. on Saturday to pro-

test the automaker’s billionaire

CEO, Elon Musk, and his push to

slash government spending on be-

half of President Donald Trump. 

The demonstrations are part of a

growing backlash in North Ameri-

ca and Europe to Musk’s disruptive

role in Washington. 

Critics of Trump and Musk hope

to discourage and stigmatize pur-

chases of Tesla, the electric car

company that is the world’s most

valuable automaker. Liberal

groups for weeks have organized

anti-Tesla protests in hopes of gal-

vanizing opposition to Musk’s De-

partment of Government Efficien-

cy and energizing Democrats still

demoralized by Trump’s Novem-

ber victory.

“We can get back at Elon,” said

Nathan Phillips, a 58-year-old ecol-

ogist from Newton, Mass., who was

protesting in Boston on Saturday.

“We can impose direct economic

damage on Tesla by showing up at

showrooms everywhere and boy-

cotting Tesla and telling everyone

else to get out, sell your stocks, sell

your Teslas.”

Musk is taking direction from

Trump to slash federal spending

and sharply reduce the workforce,

arguing that Trump’s victory gave

the president and him a mandate to

restructure the U.S. government.

DOGE officials have swiftly gained

access to sensitive databases, di-

rected thousands of federal job

cuts, canceled contracts and shut

down sections of the government. 

Musk’s critics say his actions de-

fy Congress’ power to control the

U.S. budget and present a host of

ways for him to enrich himself.

“Protests will not deter President

Trump and Elon Musk from deli-

vering on the promise to establish

DOGE and make our federal gov-

ernment more efficient and more

accountable to the hardworking

American taxpayers across the

country,” said White House

spokesperson Harrison Fields.

Tesla did not respond to an

emailed request for comment.

More than 50 demonstrations

were listed Saturday on the website

Tesla Takedown, with more

planned later in March in the Unit-

ed States along with England, Spain

and Portugal. News reports showed

demonstrations in recent days in

U.S. cities including Tucson, Ariz.;

St. Louis; New York City; Dayton,

Ohio; Charlotte, N.C.; and Palo Alto,

Calif. 

Tesla’s share price has fallen by

nearly a third since Trump took of-

fice, though it’s still higher than it

was a year ago. Musk’s current net

worth is an estimated $359 billion,

according to Forbes, which calcu-

lated his 2024 net worth as $195 bil-

lion.

RODRIQUE NGOWI/AP

Protesters rally outside of a Tesla store in Boston, on Saturday, against the company's CEO, Elon Musk,
who is leading an effort to cut government jobs on behalf of President Donald Trump.

Anti-DOGE protests at Tesla
target Musk’s bottom line

BY RODRIQUE NGOWI

AND JONATHAN J. COOPER

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The head of

a federal watchdog agency must

remain in his job, a judge in Wash-

ington ruled on Saturday, saying

Republican President Donald

Trump’s bid to remove the special

counsel was unlawful. 

U.S. District Judge Amy Ber-

man Jackson sided with Hampton

Dellinger, who leads the Office of

Special Counsel, in a legal battle

over the president’s authority to

oust the head of the independent

agency that’s likely headed back

to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Dellinger sued Trump last

month after he was fired, even

though the law says special coun-

sels can be removed by the presi-

dent “only for inefficiency, ne-

glect of duty, or malfeasance in of-

fice.” Jackson, who was nominat-

ed to the bench by Democratic

President Barack Obama, quickly

reinstated Dellinger in the job

while he pursued his case.

Jackson rejected the Trump ad-

ministration’s claims that the spe-

cial counsel’s removal protections

are unconstitutional because they

prevent the president from right-

fully installing his preferred agen-

cy head. 

The judge said allowing the

president to remove the special

counsel at will would have a chill-

ing effect on his crucial duties,

which include guarding the feder-

al workforce from illegal person-

nel actions, such as retaliation for

whistleblowing.

The Justice Department quick-

ly filed court papers indicating it

will challenge the ruling to Wash-

ington’s federal appeals court.

The case has already gone up once

to the Supreme Court, which pre-

viously temporarily allowed Dell-

inger to remain in his job. 

Judge: Watchdog agency head must keep job
BY ALANNA DURKIN RICHER

Associated Press 
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ELKTON, Fla. — The Florida
Man Games are back for Round 2,
as teams from around the state
gather to prove they have what it
takes to join the ranks of the world’s
worst superhero.

Following the success of last
year’s inaugural Florida Man
Games in downtown St. Augustine,
organizers have moved Saturday’s
event a few miles away to the St.
Johns County Fairgrounds, where
they expected to have room for
more spectators and tailgating. 

The games were hosted by Flor-
ida comedians Josh Wicks Robin-
son and Kevin Flynn.

Poking fun at the state’s reputa-
tion for bizarre stories, last year’s
teams competed in Florida-themed
events like the Evading Arrest Ob-
stacle Course and Beer Belly Sumo
Wrestling. New events added this
year include Hurricane Party Prep:
Grocery Aisle Brawl and Human
Beer Pong. 

Ten teams from around the state,
from Fort Myers to Pensacola, were
competing. Last year’s winner,
team Hanky Spanky from St. Au-
gustine, were returning to defend
their snakeskin championship belt.
Also competing this year was an all-
female team called the Ball Busters.

Croix Bruns, a 29-year-old tech-

nician for Dave & Buster’s, partici-
pated in the weaponized pool noo-
dle competition. He has lived in
Florida his whole life, with the tat-
toos “to show for it,” and he said he
believes that a “true Florida Man”

doesn’t prepare for the games.
“They’re just born ready to be

great,” Bruns said. “They’re born
ready for the trophy and ready for
the title, and each year someone
new has to be born for it.”

The Florida Man Games are
something you won’t find anywhere
else, he said.

“We’ve got the Olympics and
they’ve been around forever, but
they don’t have gator tossing,”

Bruns said. “They don’t have a con-
test where you’ve got to hold your
beer and fight someone else at the
same time.”

Besides watching the events,
guests have a chance to get up to
Florida Man shenanigans them-
selves. They can interact with alli-
gators from Gatorland and ride a
mechanical alligator. The games al-
so feature a show by “Midget Wres-
tling Warriors” and lawnmower
racing hosted by NASCAR driver
Jeffrey Earnhardt.

To announcer Che Durena, the
games embody Florida in a compet-
itive sense.

“It’s exactly on-brand the way I
thought it would be,” he said. “It’s
the right level of grimy and extrava-
gance and debaucherous. It’s exact-
ly what I want. It’s a lot of people
day drinking, a lot of people getting
sunburnt, a lot of people just party-
ing and acting foolish in the best
way.”

The “Florida Man” phenomenon
seeped into the nation’s conscious-
ness thanks in part to a Twitter ac-
count that started in 2013 with the
handle @_FloridaMan. The ac-
count touted “real-life stories of the
world’s worst superhero,” sharing
news headlines such as “Florida
Man Bites Dog to ‘Establish Dom-
inance’ ” and “Florida Man Tried to
Pay for McDonald’s With Weed.”

Florida Man Games make return for Round 2 
BY DANIEL KOZIN

Associated Press 

PHELAN M. EBENHACK/AP 

April Cullinan, left, of Gainesville, Fla., and Zach Reynolds, of Tampa, Fla., compete in the Florida Sumo
Cage Match and Beer Chug event during the Florida Man Games on Saturday in Elkton, Fla. 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — A
private lunar lander carrying a
drill, vacuum and other experi-
ments for NASA touched down on
the moon Sunday, the latest in a
string of companies looking to
kickstart business on Earth’s ce-
lestial neighbor ahead of astronaut
missions. 

Firefly Aerospace’s Blue Ghost
lander descended from lunar orbit
on autopilot, aiming for the slopes
of an ancient volcanic dome in an
impact basin on the moon’s north-
eastern edge of the near side.

Confirmation of successful
touchdown came from the compa-
ny’s Mission Control outside Aus-
tin, Texas, following the action
some 225,000 miles away. 

“You all stuck the landing.
We’re on the moon,” Firefly’s Will
Coogan, chief engineer for the lan-
der, reported. 

An upright and stable landing
makes Firefly — a startup founded
a decade ago — the first private
outfit to put a spacecraft on the
moon without crashing or falling
over. Eleven countries have fal-
tered, with only five claiming suc-
cess: Russia, the U.S., China, India
and Japan.

A half hour after landing, Blue
Ghost started to send back pic-
tures from the surface, the first
one a selfie somewhat obscured by
the sun’s glare. The second shot in-
cluded the home planet, a blue dot
glimmering in the blackness of
space.

Two other companies’ landers
are hot on Blue Ghost’s heels, with
the next one expected to join it on
the moon later this week.

Blue Ghost — named after a
rare U.S. species of fireflies — had
its size and shape going for it. The
squat four-legged lander stands 6-
foot-6 tall and 11 feet wide, provid-
ing extra stability, according to the
company.

Launched in mid-January from
Florida, the lander carried 10 ex-
periments to the moon for NASA.
The space agency paid $101 mil-
lion for the delivery, plus $44 mil-
lion for the science and tech on
board. It’s the third mission under
NASA’s commercial lunar deliv-
ery program, intended to ignite a
lunar economy of competing pri-
vate businesses while scouting
around before astronauts show up
later this decade. 

Firefly’s Ray Allensworth said
the lander skipped over hazards
including boulders to land safely.

Allensworth said the team contin-
ued to analyze the data to figure
out the lander’s exact position, but
all indications suggest it landed
within the 328-foot target zone in
Mare Crisium.

The demos should get two
weeks of run time, before lunar
daytime ends and the lander shuts
down. 

It carried a vacuum to suck up
moon dirt for analysis and a drill to
measure temperature as deep as
10 feet below the surface. Also on
board: a device for eliminating
abrasive lunar dust — a scourge
for NASA’s long-ago Apollo moon-
walkers, who got it caked all over
their spacesuits and equipment.

On its way to the moon, Blue
Ghost beamed back exquisite pic-
tures of the home planet. The lan-
der continued to stun once in orbit
around the moon, with detailed
shots of the moon’s gray pock-
marked surface. At the same time,
an on-board receiver tracked and
acquired signals from the U.S.
GPS and European Galileo con-
stellations, an encouraging step
forward in navigation for future
explorers.

The landing set the stage for a
fresh crush of visitors angling for a
piece of lunar business. 

Another lander — a tall and
skinny 15-footer built and operat-
ed by Houston-based Intuitive
Machines — is due to land on the
moon Thursday. It’s aiming for the
bottom of the moon, just 100 miles
from the south pole. That’s closer
to the pole than the company got
last year with its first lander,
which broke a leg and tipped over.

Despite the tumble, Intuitive
Machines’ lander put the U.S.
back on the moon for the first time
since NASA astronauts closed out
the Apollo program in 1972.

A third lander from the Japa-
nese company ispace is still three
months from landing. It shared a
rocket ride with Blue Ghost from

Cape Canaveral on Jan. 15, taking
alonger, windier route. Like Intui-
tive Machines, ispace is also at-
tempting to land on the moon for
the second time. Its first lander
crashed in 2023.

The moon is littered with wreck-
age not only from ispace, but doz-
ens of other failed attempts over
the decades.

NASA wants to keep up a pace of
two private lunar landers a year,
realizing some missions will fail,
said the space agency’s top sci-
ence officer Nicky Fox. 

“It really does open up a whole
new way for us to get more science
to space and to the moon,” Fox
said.

Private lunar lander aces moon
touchdown with NASA delivery 

BY MARCIA DUNN

Associated Press 

Firefly Aerospace/AP 

Private lunar lander Blue Ghost is seen after touching down on the
moon with a special delivery for NASA on Sunday.



PAGE 12 • S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S • Monday, March 3, 2025

WAR IN UKRAINE

LONDON — British Prime Min-

ister Keir Starmer said Sunday that

Europe was at a crossroads in histo-

ry and must do the heavy lifting to

defend itself as world leaders met in

London to discuss ways of working

together to stop Russia’s war in Uk-

raine.

Starmer pledged to supply more

arms to defend Ukraine, announc-

ing that the U.K. will use 1.6 billion

pounds ($2 billion) in export financ-

ing to supply 5,000 air defense mis-

siles.

His call for European allies to in-

crease their arms spending to shore

up their own defenses and Uk-

raine’s was not a sign that he thought

the United States had become an

unreliable ally, he said. No two

countries are closely aligned than

the U.K. and the U.S., Starmer said.

“One thing our history tells us is

that if there is conflict in Europe, it

will wash up on our shores,” he said.

The summit comes two days after

U.S. support for Ukraine appeared

in greater jeopardy after President

Donald Trump lashed out at Ukrai-

nian President Volodymyr Zelen-

skyy and said he wasn’t grateful

enough for U.S. support.

“Even while Russia talks about

peace, they are continuing their re-

lentless aggression,” Starmer said

at the opening of the meeting.

Starmer, flanked by Zelenskyy

and French President Emmanuel

Macron, said the three of them had

agreed to work on a plan to stop the

fighting, and take that to the U.S.,

which has discussed brokering a

peace deal.

“To support peace in our conti-

nent, and to succeed, this effort

must have strong U.S. backing,” he

said.

The meeting had been overshad-

owed by the extraordinary scolding

of Zelenskyy by Trump.

Starmer said he’s focused on be-

ing a bridge to restore peace talks,

whose collapse he used as an oppor-

tunity to re-engage with Trump,

Zelenskyy and Macron rather than

“ramp up the rhetoric.”

Sunday’s summit included talks

on establishing a European military

force to be sent to Ukraine to under-

pin a ceasefire. Starmer said it

would involve “a coalition of the

willing.”

Starmer told the BBC he does not

trust Russian President Vladimir

Putin but does trust Trump. “Do I

believe Donald Trump when he

says he wants lasting peace? The an-

swer to that is yes,” he said.

Starmer said there are “intense

discussions” to get a security guar-

antee from the U.S.

“If there is to be a deal, if there is to

be a stopping of the fighting, then

that agreement has to be defended,

because the worst of all outcomes is

that there is a temporary pause and

then Putin comes again,” Starmer

said.

The three essentials Starmer list-

ed for a successful peace deal were:

arming the Ukrainians to put them

in a position of strength; including a

European element to guarantee se-

curity; and providing a “U.S. back-

stop,” to prevent Putin from break-

ing promises.

Starmer hosted the meeting at

Lancaster House, a 200-year-old

mansion near Buckingham Palace,

following a charm offensive last

week to persuade Trump to put Uk-

raine at the center of negotiations

and tilt his allegiances toward Eu-

rope.

Leaders from Germany, Den-

mark, Italy, Netherlands, Norway,

Poland, Spain, Canada, Finland,

Sweden, the Czech Republic and

Romania were at the summit. The

Turkish foreign minister, NATO

secretary-general and the presi-

dents of the European Commission

and European Council were also in

attendance. 

Zelenskyy received broad sup-

port from leaders across Europe af-

ter the White House fiasco, an ex-

ceptional attack on an ally broad-

cast on live television.

Starmer embraced Zelenskyy as

he arrived at the meeting Sunday.

Europe has been anxious since

Trump initiated direct peace talks

with Putin, who had been isolated

by most Western leaders since in-

vading Ukraine three years ago.

The scramble to remain relevant

and protect European interests as

their once stalwart ally appeared to

be cozying up to Putin was even

more troubling when Trump called

Zelenskyy a dictator and falsely said

Ukraine started the war.

Meetings in recent days had

provided some hope — until

Zelenskyy’s visit to the White

House.

Visits to the Oval Office by Ma-

cron, who had declared his visit a

“turning point,” and Starmer were

seen as steps in the right direction.

The meetings were cordial and

Trump even took a gentler tone to-

ward Ukraine, though he would not

commit to providing U.S. security

guarantees and maintained Europe

would need to provide peacekeep-

ing troops. 

Within 12 hours of Starmer’s re-

turn from Washington, the talk of

peace seemed to collapse as Vice

President JD Vance berated Zelen-

skyy for challenging Trump’s asser-

tions that Putin could be trusted.

European leaders discuss
an end to war in Ukraine

BY BRIAN MELLEY

Associated Press

KIN CHEUNG/AP 

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer, left, greets Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Downing Street, London, on Saturday.

KYIV, Ukraine — Soon after

Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy left the White House on

Friday after an astonishing Oval

Office blowout with President Do-

nald Trump, Ukrainians rallied

around Zelenskyy as a defender of

his country’s interests.

The shouting match that unfold-

ed in the final minutes of the highly

anticipated meeting between the

two leaders seemed to dash, at

least for now, Ukrainian hopes that

the United States could be locked

in as a reliable partner in helping

fend off, and conclude, Russia’s

three-year onslaught.

The exchange, which saw a frus-

trated Zelenskyy lectured by

Trump and Vice President JD

Vance over what they saw as his

lack of gratitude for previous U.S.

support, delighted officials in

Moscow, who saw it as a final

breakdown in relations between

Washington and the Ukrainian

leader. 

But many Ukrainians on Friday

seemed unfazed by the blowout

between Zelenskyy and Trump,

expressing a sense that the Ukrai-

nian leader had stood up for their

country’s dignity and interests by

firmly maintaining his stance in

the face of chiding from some of

the world’s most powerful men.

Nataliia Serhiienko, 67, a retiree

in Kyiv, said she thinks Ukrainians

approve of their president’s per-

formance in Washington, “be-

cause Zelenskyy fought like a li-

on.”

“They had a heated meeting, a

very heated conversation,” she

said. But Zelenskyy “was defend-

ing Ukraine’s interests.”

The meeting at the White House

was meant to produce a bilateral

agreement that would establish a

joint investment fund for recon-

structing Ukraine, a deal that was

seen as a potential step toward

bringing an end to the war and ty-

ing the two countries’ economies

together for years to come. 

But as Zelenskyy and his team

departed the White House at

Trump’s request, the deal went

unsigned, and Ukraine’s hopes for

securing U.S. security backing

seemed farther away than ever. 

Yet as the Ukrainian leader was

set to return to Kyiv empty hand-

ed, his support at home seemed

undiminished.

Vitalyna Tarasova, a 43-year old

English teacher in Kyiv and the

widow of a Ukrainian soldier, told

The Associated Press that Trump

and Vance’s treatment of Zelen-

skyy amounted to humiliating “all

the dead and all these children

who have lost their parents” in the

war-weary country.

“My husband was a military pi-

lot. He burned alive, his plane was

shot down… So yesterday they

spat at him, at me, at my children,

and it was very painful to watch,”

she said.

As two drones struck Ukraine’s

second-largest city Kharkiv on

Friday night, the head of the re-

gion which sits on the border with

Russia, Oleh Syniehubov, praised

Zelenskyy. He said the president

held strong to his insistence that no

peace deal could be made without

assurances for Ukraine’s security

against future Russian aggression. 

“Our leader, despite the pres-

sure, stands firm in defending the

interests of Ukraine and Ukrai-

nians. … We need only a just peace

with security guarantees,” Synie-

hubov said.

Kyiv resident Artem Vasyliev,

37, said he had seen “complete dis-

respect” from the United States in

the Oval Office exchange, despite

the fact that Ukraine “was the first

country that stood up to Russia.”

“We are striving for democracy,

and we are met with total disre-

spect, toward our warriors, our

soldiers, and the people of our

country,” said Vasyliev, a native of

Russian-occupied Luhansk in

eastern Ukraine.

Ukrainians rally around Zelenskyy after Oval Office row
Associated Press
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TEL AVIV, Israel — Israel

stopped the entry of all goods and

supplies into the Gaza Strip on

Sunday and warned of “additional

consequences” if Hamas doesn't

accept a new proposal to extend a

fragile ceasefire.

Hamas accused Israel of trying

to derail the existing ceasefire

agreement and said its decision to

cut off aid was “cheap extortion, a

war crime and a blatant attack" on

the truce, which took hold in Janu-

ary after more than a year of nego-

tiations. Both sides stopped short

of saying the ceasefire had ended.

The first phase of the ceasefire,

which included a surge in human-

itarian assistance, expired on Sat-

urday. 

The two sides have yet to nego-

tiate the second phase, in which

Hamas was to release dozens of

remaining hostages in return for

an Israeli pullout and a lasting

ceasefire.

An Israeli official said the deci-

sion to suspend aid was made in

coordination with the Trump ad-

ministration. 

Hundreds of aid trucks have en-

tered Gaza daily since the cease-

fire began on Jan. 19, and it was

unclear what the immediate im-

pact of the aid cutoff would be.

Israel said the new proposal,

which it said came from U.S. Mid-

east envoy Steve Witkoff, called

for extending the ceasefire

through Ramadan — the Muslim

holy month that began over the

weekend — and the Jewish Pas-

sover holiday, which ends on April

20.

Under that proposal, Hamas

would release half the hostages on

the first day and the rest when an

agreement is reached on a perma-

nent ceasefire, according to Israe-

li Prime Minister Benjamin Neta-

nyahu's office.

Hamas warned that any at-

tempt to delay or cancel the cease-

fire agreement would have “hu-

manitarian consequences” for the

hostages and reiterated that the

only way to free them was through

implementing the existing deal,

which did not specify a timeline

for freeing the remaining cap-

tives.

Hamas has said it is willing to

free the hostages all at once in

Phase 2, but only in return for the

release of more Palestinian pris-

oners, a permanent ceasefire and

the withdrawal of Israeli forces.

An Egyptian official said Ha-

mas and Egypt would not accept a

new proposal aimed at returning

the remaining hostages without

ending the war. 

Israel cuts off Gaza aid to pressure Hamas
BY TIA GOLDENBERG

AND SAMY MAGDY

Associated Press 

ISTANBUL — Kurdish mili-

tants who have waged a 40-year

insurgency in Turkey declared a

ceasefire on Saturday in what

could mark a significant boost to

President Recep Tayyip Erdo-

gan's government, two days after

their imprisoned leader called for

the group to disarm.

The announcement by the Kur-

distan Workers' Party, or PKK,

comes alongside major changes in

the region, including the reconfig-

uration of power in neighboring

Syria, the weakening of the Hez-

bollah movement in Lebanon and

the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza.

While the government is yet to

respond in detail to the PKK's dec-

laration, Erdogan warned that

Turkey would “always keep our

iron fist ready in case the hand we

extend is left in the air or bitten.”

Speaking at a Ramadan fast-

breaking dinner in Istanbul, Erdo-

gan added: “We will continue our

ongoing (military) operations, if

necessary, until we eliminate the

last terrorist without leaving a sin-

gle stone on top of another, with-

out leaving a single head on his

shoulder.”

The conflict between Turkey

and the PKK has led to tens of

thousands of deaths since it began

in 1984. The ceasefire is the first

sign of a breakthrough since

peace talks broke down in sum-

mer of 2015.

The PKK declaration was pub-

lished by the Firat News Agency, a

media outlet close to the group, on

Saturday. It referred to the insur-

gents' leader, Abdullah Ocalan,

who has been imprisoned by Tur-

key since 1999.

The peace initiative between

the Turkish state and the PKK,

which is considered a terrorist or-

ganization by Turkey and Western

allies, was started in October by

Erdogan’s coalition partner, Dev-

let Bahceli, a far-right politician

who suggested that Ocalan could

be granted parole if his group re-

nounces violence and disbands.

“There is an opportunity to take

a historic step toward tearing

down the wall of terror that has

stood between (Turkish and Kur-

dish peoples’) 1,000-year-old

brotherhood,” Erdogan said on

Friday.

Some believe the main aim of

the reconciliation effort is for Er-

dogan’s government to garner

Kurdish support for a new consti-

tution that would allow him to re-

main in power beyond 2028, when

his term ends.

Kurdish militants declare ceasefire
in 40-year insurgency in Turkey

BY ANDREW WILKS

Associated Press ROME — A stable Pope Francis

had a visit Sunday from the Vati-

can secretary of state as he contin-

ued his recovery from double

pneumonia, the Vatican said, but

again skipped his weekly noon

blessing to avoid even a brief pub-

lic appearance from the hospital.

Instead, the Vatican distributed

a message from the pope in which

he thanked his doctors for their

care and well-wishers for their

prayers and prayed again for

peace in Ukraine and elsewhere.

“From here, war appears even

more absurd,” Francis said in the

message, which he drafted in re-

cent days from the Gemelli hospi-

tal, the Vatican said. Francis said

he was living his hospitalization as

an experience of profound soli-

darity with people who are sick

and suffering everywhere.

It marked the third weekend in

a row that Francis has canceled

the Sunday appointment deliver-

ing the Angelus prayer in person. 

But many signs indicated he

was recovering and improving.

He had no fever or signs of elevat-

ed white blood cells, which would

signal his body was still fighting

an infection.

Doctors on Saturday reported

that Francis was in stable condi-

tion, with no mention of him being

critical. Their upbeat assessment

came a day after a respiratory cri-

sis that resulted in him being put

on noninvasive mechanical venti-

lation.

But the 88-year-old pope had a

“good response” in his gas ex-

change levels even during the

“long periods” he was off the ven-

tilator mask Saturday and only us-

ing high-flow supplemental oxy-

gen, the Vatican said.

Pope gets visit from
Vatican secretary of state

BY NICOLE WINFIELD

Associated Press 
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Bill would make it harder
to sue for excessive force

AL MONTGOMERY — Di-

visive legislation that

would expand legal immunity for

police officers who use excessive

force or kill someone in the line of

duty advanced in the Alabama

legislature last week.

The action sparked outcry

among civil rights attorneys and

activists who say that it would

make civil and criminal prosecu-

tion functionally impossible.

Existing Alabama law already

offers enhanced legal protections

for law enforcement, but propo-

nents of the “back the blue” bill

say that it will increase the

recruitment and retention of offi-

cers and make police safer.

Police and civilians alike are

currently entitled to a “stand your

ground” hearing in criminal cases

where a judge can determine

whether the defendant acted in

self-defense. The new bill would

allow an additional immunity

hearing for officers accused of

criminal wrongdoing, where a

judge will decide if a case can pro-

ceed based on whether the officer

acted recklessly outside the scope

of law enforcement duties.

As the bill is currently written,

even if the judge initially denies

the officer immunity in a criminal

case, defense attorneys for the of-

ficers can repeat their argument

for immunity in front of a jury.

Man gets probation for
threatening ex-speaker 

MT BILLINGS — A Mon-

tana man was sen-

tenced to four years of probation

for threatening to assault former

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy

after becoming upset with the gov-

ernment for not shooting down a

Chinese spy balloon that floated

over the defendant’s home city.

Richard Rogers, 45, of Billings,

was convicted by a federal jury on

charges of threatening a member

of Congress and making harassing

phone calls to the FBI and con-

gressional staff. He routinely

made vulgar and obscene com-

ments and berated officials during

the calls.

Prosecutors last week urged

Judge Susan Watters to sentence

Rogers to two years in prison. But

Watters noted that Rogers did not

act on his threats.

Katy Perry, Gayle King
part of trip into space

FL CAPE CANAVERAL —

Katy Perry and Gayle

King are headed to space with Jeff

Bezos’ fiancee Lauren Sanchez

and three other women.

Bezos’ rocket company Blue

Origin announced the all-female

celebrity crew on Thursday.

Sanchez, a helicopter pilot and

former TV journalist, picked the

crew who will join her on a 10-min-

ute spaceflight from West Texas,

the company said. They will blast

off sometime this spring aboard a

New Shepard rocket. No launch

date was given.

Blue Origin has flown tourists

on short hops to space since 2021.

Some passengers have gotten free

rides, while others have paid a

hefty sum to experience weight-

lessness. It was not immediately

known who’s footing the bill for

this upcoming flight.

Sanchez invited singer Perry

and TV journalist King, as well as

a former NASA rocket scientist

who now heads an engineering

firm Aisha Bowe, research scien-

tist Amanda Nguyen and movie

producer Kerianne Flynn.

Woman arrested in Tesla
dealership vandalism 

CO DENVER — Federal

prosecutors have

charged a woman in connection

with vandalism of a Colorado Tes-

la dealership, which included Mo-

lotov cocktails being thrown at

vehicles and the words “Nazi

cars” spray painted on the build-

ing, along with a message that ap-

peared directed at company co-

founder Elon Musk.

Lucy Grace Nelson appeared in

federal court in Denver on Thurs-

day after being arrested on a sin-

gle federal charge of malicious de-

struction of property. Her ankles

and wrists were shackled. She

wore a purple tie-dye shirt and

red-and-black checked pants, as

she sat in the jury box with other

defendants waiting for their cases

to be called.

Cassie Wiemken of the U.S. At-

torney’s Office said the federal

government had a compelling in-

terest to prosecute the case be-

cause of the danger posed by the

“incendiary devices” allegedly

used.

Presidential meme coins
draw criticism from Dem

CA SAN FRANCISCO —

The first legislation

sponsored by freshman Rep. Sam

Liccardo takes aim at President

Donald Trump’s meme coin.

The president’s launch of a

meme coin just before taking of-

fice last month needed some kind

of response, Liccardo said. Those

who bought the meme coin right

after launch made out, but the

price quickly dropped leaving oth-

ers with big losses. Even Trump-

supporting crypto enthusiasts

found the launch distasteful.

“That behavior is so self-evi-

dently unethical that it raises the

question why isn’t there a clear

enough prohibition,” he said, add-

ing that Trump’s meme coin rais-

es concerns about transparency,

insider trading and improper for-

eign influence.

DMV voter registrations
restart after snafu

OR SALEM — Oregon au-

thorities say the state’s

DMV has resumed automatic vot-

er registrations, after being

paused since last fall because of

the discovery of errors that regis-

tered nearly 1,600 people who

didn’t show proof of U.S. citizen-

ship.

Gov. Tina Kotek had paused the

automatic DMV registrations in

October. The improper voter reg-

istrations occurred in part be-

cause Oregon allows some resi-

dents who aren’t citizens to obtain

driver’s licenses, and the state’s

so-called “Motor Voter” law auto-

matically registers most people to

vote when they seek a new license

or ID.

The Secretary of State’s office

said it reviewed the cases and

found that of the nearly 1,600 peo-

ple who were mistakenly regis-

tered, only 17 voted in an election.

The Secretary of State’s elec-

tions division investigated the 17

cases, according to the office’s

website. Eight cases are closed,

six cases are still under active in-

vestigation by the office and three

were referred to the Oregon De-

partment of Justice for further in-

vestigation.

The DMV said it has put new

controls in place. It hired a “voter

registration integrity analyst” and

changed the computer interface

for DMV staff and now requires a

manager to review all files for ac-

curacy at the end of the day.

Outrage follows release
of cannibal killer

CT HARTFORD — The

conditional release

granted to a man who axed a man

to death before eating his brain

and one of his eyeballs has out-

raged a number of Connecticut

lawmakers, including one who has

proposed a bill that would partial-

ly reform the standards used by

the state board that made the deci-

sion.

The release, granted to Tyree

Smith following a hearing before

the state Psychiatric Security Re-

view Board, made headlines

around the world as details of the

horrific killing spread.

It also drew sharp criticism

from multiple Connecticut Repu-

blicans who have expressed safety

concerns for those living and

working in the group home where

Smith resides and the surround-

ing community.

The granting of Smith’s release

also brought into forefront House

Bill 6392, which was proposed in

January by Republican state Rep.

Devin Carney. Carney said he

brought the bill forward after

learning last year that Smith in

2023 had been granted temporary

leave privileges, including over-

nights, from Whiting Forensic

Hospital.

The bill would require the re-

view board to consider public

safety as its “primary concern”

while treating the wellbeing of an

acquittee as “secondary.” It would

also require hearings to be held

for individuals requesting tem-

porary leave and increase the

waiting period between applica-

tions for such leave privileges and

conditional release from six

months to a year.

TY O’NEIL/AP 

A section of a 747 jetliner is towed through Las Vegas last week on its way to a new home at Area 15, where it will be part of an immersive art
display. The section had been transformed into a party venue at the 2017 Burning Man Festival. 

Jumbo traffic jam

From The Associated Press and Tribune News

Service
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FACES

Jessica Simpson, the pop singer turned fash-

ion mogul, reality TV star and bestselling au-

thor, is returning to her musical roots.

Simpson released “Use My Heart Against

Me,” a single off her upcoming EP, “Nashville

Canyon, Part 1,” last month. It marks Simp-

son’s first single in almost 17 years — her last

project was the 2008 album “Do You Know.”

In an interview for the Cut with her sister,

Ashlee Simpson Ross, the 44-year-old musi-

cian said she’s exploring a new chapter in her

life through music. “Through the deepest

heartbreak of my life, it was the most intense

yet enlightening therapy I’ve ever been

through,” Simpson said.

In January, Simpson and former NFL player

Eric Johnson announced their separation after

a decadelong marriage. Together, they have

three children: Maxwell “Maxi” Drew, 12; Ace

Knute, 11; and Birdie Mae, 5. 

Simpson said she first came up with the idea

for the rockabilly EP when she was in Nash-

ville, celebrating her daughter Maxwell’s

birthday. Instead of requesting the Happy

Birthday song, the 11-year-old asked her moth-

er to sing Hank Williams’ “I Saw the Light.”

Simpson said it led to “all these flashbacks of

making [her] first record at 14.”

“I saw the light: I had to be in Nashville,” she

told Simpson Ross. 

“I started looking at real estate that day.”

After returning to Nashville and chasing her

passion, Simpson said she was able to branch

out musically without the pressures of a con-

trolling record label. From her beginnings in

gospel music, the singer got her big break

when she signed to Columbia Records in 1997.

She went on to release major pop hits “I Wanna

Love You Forever” and “With You.”

“The music releases from my younger years

were all over the place in terms of actual direc-

tion. It was always about following pop-music

trends no matter the cost,” Simpson said in the

same interview. “Even if I didn’t love what I

was singing, it was what the label needed of

me. I was always going to abide by the rules

because I was taught to be a rule-abider.”

She says the vulnerability heard in her new

music comes from how her audience received

her 2020 memoir, “Open Book.” In the bestsell-

ing book, she recounts struggles with addic-

tion, body image and toxic relationships. It sold

more than half a million copies in 14 weeks and

was adapted by Amazon FreeVee into a script-

ed TV series.

To Simpson, “Nashville Canyon, Part 1” isn’t

about making a hit record.

“It was just about having a vibe. There’s

really not a lot of that in LA right now. It’s for-

mulaic. I wanted to break that mold for myself

personally,” Simpson said in the Cut cover sto-

ry. “I don’t care if anything’s a hit. I’m not with

arecord label. I don’t expect it to even be on the

radio.”

The EP will be released March 21.

AP 

Jessica Simpson has released “Use My Heart
Against Me,” from her upcoming rockabilly
EP, “Nashville Canyon, Part 1.”

Back to musical roots
Jessica Simpson releases her first single in almost 17 years

BY CERYS DAVIES

Los Angeles Times 

It seems John Lithgow spilled

the (Bertie Bott’s Every Flavor)

beans about his involvement in

HBO’s upcoming “Harry Potter”

series.

The Oscar-nominated actor re-

vealed last week

that he has

agreed to enter

the magical halls

of Hogwarts and

join the TV re-

boot in a pivotal

role. Lithgow,

79, confirmed to

Screen Rant in

an interview published Feb. 25

that he is set to play Hogwarts

headmaster Albus Dumbledore. 

“I’m very excited,” he told the

website. “Some wonderful people

are turning their attention back to

‘Harry Potter.’ That’s why it’s

been such a hard decision.”

He added: “I’ll be about 87

years old at the wrap party, but

I’ve said yes.”

Lithgow revealed the casting on

his own terms more than a week

after Deadline reported the veter-

an actor was in final negotiations

to star as the powerful wizard and

professor, previously portrayed

by late actors Richard Harris and

Michael Gambon. The latter, who

died in September 2023, took over

the role after Harris died in 2002.

Lithgow seems to be the first ac-

tor to publicly share his involve-

ment in the upcoming series.

HBO, which has kept much about

the “Harry Potter” reboot under

wraps, did not confirm the casting.

Warner Bros. Discovery, the

parent company of HBO and War-

ner Bros. Pictures, which pro-

duced and distributed the “Harry

Potter” film franchise, announced

the series in April 2023 as a “faith-

ful adaptation” of British author

J.K. Rowling’s novels. Rowling

will be an executive producer.

HBO is expecting the series to

debut in 2026 or 2027, Deadline

reported.

Lithgow says
he has role in
‘Potter’ reboot 

Los Angeles Times

Lithgow

David Johansen, the wiry, gravelly-voiced

singer and last surviving member of the glam

and protopunk band the New York Dolls who

later performed as his campy, pompadoured

alter ego, Buster Poindexter, has died. 

He was 75.

Johansen died Friday at his home in New

York City, Jeff Kilgour, a family spokesperson

told The Associated Press. It was revealed in

early 2025 that he had stage 4 cancer and a

brain tumor.

In the 1970s, the New York Dolls were fore-

runners of punk and the band’s style — teased

hair, women’s clothes and lots of makeup — in-

spired the glam movement that took up resi-

dence in heavy metal a decade later in bands

like Faster Pussycat and Mötley Crüe.

The band never found commercial success

and was torn by internal strife and drug addic-

tions, breaking up after two

albums by the middle of the

decade. In 2004, former

Smiths frontman and Dolls

admirer Morrissey con-

vinced Johansen and other

surviving members to re-

group for the Meltdown Fes-

tival in England, leading to

three more studio albums.

In the ’80s, Johansen assumed the persona of

Buster Poindexter, a pompadour-styled

lounge lizard who had a hit with the kitschy

party single “Hot, Hot, Hot” in 1987. He also

appeared in such movies as “Candy Moun-

tain,” “Let It Ride,” “Married to the Mob” and

had a memorable turn as the Ghost of Christ-

mas Past in Bill Murray-led hit “Scrooged.”

In 2023, Johansen was the subject of Martin

Scorsese and David Tedeschi’s documentary

“Personality Crisis: One Night Only,” which

mixed footage of his two-night stand at the Café

Carlyle in January 2020 with flashbacks

through his wildly varied career and intimate

interviews.

Other news

Charli xcx’s “Brat” reign continued at the

BRIT Awards, the U.K.’s leading music

awards show, on Saturday in London. She won

5 awards, including Artist, Song and Album of

the Year for “Brat.” The awards come hot on

the heels of Charli’s wins at the Grammy

Awards last month, where she took the coveted

Best Album.

Grammy-nominated R&B singer Angie

Stone, a member of the all-female hip-hop trio

The Sequence and known for the hit song

“Wish I Didn’t Miss You,” was killed early Sat-

urday in a car crash. She was 63. 

Johansen, singer of seminal protopunk band, dies at 75
Associated Press

Johansen

A new study examining the top films of

2024 has found that Hollywood is backslid-

ing on its diversity efforts.

The 2025 edition of the UCLA Hollywood

Diversity Report, released Feb, 27, has de-

termined that the proportion of people of

color working in key entertainment roles

dropped compared with their white coun-

terparts in every area from 2023 to 2024.

This is despite findings that also show that

films with casts that reflect the diversity of

the real world performed better at the box

office.

“Last year, we celebrated some historic

highs for people of color in the industry,”

Ana-Christina Ramón, the report’s co-foun-

der and director of UCLA’s Entertainment

and Media Research Initiative, said in a

statement. “But 2024 saw a widespread re-

versal, as film studios retreated from racial

and ethnic diversity in front of and behind

the camera.”

The latest UCLA study examined 104 of

the top English-language theatrical releas-

es from 2024 to analyze the demographics

of actors, writers, directors and even ticket

buyers. The study tracked global and do-

mestic box office figures as well as film

genres. 

Researchers found that among the top

films, those with more racially diverse casts

tended to perform better at the global box

office than those with less diverse casts.

Films in which 41-50% of cast members

were people of color — such as “Wicked,”

“Godzilla x Kong: The New Empire” and “A

Quiet Place: Day One” — were found to

have the highest median global box office

earnings. These movies also tended to be re-

leased in more international markets.

“Diversity is a key part of the big finan-

cial picture,” Jade Abston, one of the

study’s co-authors and a doctoral candidate

in cinema and media studies at UCLA, said

in a statement. “Diversity travels. When a

film lacks diverse faces and perspectives,

it’s just not as appealing here and abroad.”

Actors of color accounted for 25.2% of

lead roles in the top theatrical films of 2024,

which is down from 29.2% in 2023. People of

color account for 44.3% of the U.S. popula-

tion.

Directors of color accounted for 20.2% of

2024 movies, compared with 22.9% of films

the year before.

The study did find positive trends. After

two years of decline, women accounted for

47.6% of lead performers in 2024 — closer

to parity with men compared with 2023

(32.1% of leads). Female directors account-

ed for 15.4% of films in 2024, which is simi-

lar to the previous year’s findings of 14.7%.

Hollywood diversity in decline despite audience demand, study finds
BY TRACY BROWN

Los Angeles Times 
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OPINION

K
ristin Hannah’s book “The Wom-

en” is an unforgettable tale of a

U.S. Army nurse serving in the

brutal Vietnam War. It’s also

about friendship, love, betrayal and the dis-

turbing treatment of the vets — especially the

women — when they returned home.

The book is historical fiction, meaning that

fictional characters act within actual historic

events, placed in Vietnam from 1967 to ’69 and

later years in the U.S. Hannah spoke with vet-

erans for details to make the scenes realistic;

they insisted she use the actual names of plac-

es and battles. 

Published in 2024, “The Women” has been

on the New York Times Hardcover Best Seller

list for 53 weeks. As of Feb. 23, it was in fifth

place, out of 10. With hundreds of thousands of

readers — likely reaching at least a million by

now — I feel the need to speak out. 

As much as I liked the novel overall, one as-

pect was jarring and felt wrong — her depic-

tion of Stars and Stripes’ coverage of the war. 

Consider this on page 138 (of my paperback

edition): “There were more than 450,000

American men in Vietnam now and God knew

how many deaths and casualties. You certain-

ly couldn’t find that answer in the Stars and

Stripes,” Hannah wrote. I counted about half-

a-dozen unflattering mentions of the newspa-

per. The supposition was that since Stripes

was a military publication, it published only

the Defense Department version of events. 

This is not the Stars and Stripes I know to-

day. But, being a journalist, I set out to learn

the truth of coverage 58 years ago. It is widely

acknowledged now that the government mis-

led the public about the war. Robert McNam-

ara, who was secretary of defense from 1961-

68, confessed in his 1995 memoir that he was

“wrong, terribly wrong” about the war in

which 58,000 American troops gave their

lives. 

But back in 1967 — when Hannah’s main

character Frankie McGrath goes to Vietnam

as an Army nurse — did Stripes deliberately

withhold casualty numbers and battle losses

as the book implies? No. 

In fact, for example, the Feb. 13, 1968, edi-

tion of Pacific Stars and Stripes devotes nearly

half a page to “Casualties in Vietnam” with

names listed by military branch and catego-

ries such as “Killed in Action” and “Died of

Wounds.” This was a few weeks into the Tet

Offensive. The rest of the page contains war

stories from The Associated Press and United

Press International wire services. 

Ithank Catharine Giordano, assistant man-

aging editor for Stripes archives, for finding

that page for me and providing other valuable

material. 

Consider this article by Robert Hodierne

for The New York Times in 1970: “Stripes was

the one place that G.I.s could sometimes read

about the shooting, bleeding, bombing, gass-

ing, dying and killing.” Staff was military and

civilian; reporters would come back from the

front to Saigon and send their stories direct to

Stripes’ office in Tokyo, uncensored by the

military. “No other military journalists in Viet-

nam can claim that privilege.” 

Sometimes the unfiltered coverage was

raw. Read what Sgt. Gene Young wrote in Pa-

cific Stars and Stripes on May 14, 1967. The da-

teline is Lai Khe, Vietnam; Young described

the 1st Infantry Division searching for a sup-

ply center and finding the Viet Cong. 

“We decided to go around and come into the

area from behind. Just inside the jungle we

found more bunkers and a cooking fire still

burning,” Young wrote. “They opened up with

an automatic burst that stitched Skaggs right

up the back, but he didn’t realize he was dead.

Skaggs started firing his gun and sank slowly

to his knees and he held up his chin as his life

and his bullets ran out at the same time.” 

Vivid, chilling. More than half a century lat-

er, it’s difficult to read this eyewitness account

by a Stripes reporter. Withholding the truth?

Just the opposite. 

How could Kristin Hannah write that “The

Stars and Stripes reported no American casu-

alties yesterday. [But] Seven men died in OR

One alone”?

So I tried to ask her. “The idea you reference

came from the research she did — via print

publications as well as interviews she con-

ducted,” Dori Weintraub, vice president of

publicity for the publisher St. Martin’s Press,

responded. 

I could stop here — but then I would be ig-

noring the full truth. And journalists don’t do

that. 

During the 1967-’69 timeframe in Hannah’s

book Stripes reporting in Vietnam was com-

prehensive and uncensored. But that changed

in 1970. One of the newspaper’s military crit-

ics, Col. William Koch, a persistent complain-

er about word usage who suggested stories be

reviewed by information officers (Stripes’ edi-

tors refused), took over as editor. He “says he

wants his reporters to stop concentrating on

news and do features,” Hodierne wrote in The

New York Times. 

Fast forward to today. Could such manipu-

lation happen again? An emphatic no. 

Although it can be hard to understand how a

news organization that is partially funded by

the Defense Department — and is part of that

department — could be editorially indepen-

dent, Stripes is. 

The top position of publisher is required to

be filled by a civilian. Stripes’ mission is to fully

inform U.S. troops stationed around the world

without bias. It must be a trusted source of in-

formation. And in the early 1990s, Congress

mandated the position of ombudsman to pro-

tect the First Amendment rights of Stars and

Stripes and ensure it is free from government

interference. That is what I do. 

Read “The Women” to learn about U.S. Ar-

my nurses in Vietnam. But keep in mind the

difference between fiction and truth.

‘The Women’ is historical, but fiction on Stripes
BY JACQUELINE SMITH

Stars and Stripes Ombudsman

Email the Stripes ombudsman at smith.jacqueline@stripes.com.
Looking for Stars and Stripes’ historic coverage? Subscribe to
Stars and Stripes’ historic newspaper archive! We have
digitized our 1948-99 European and Pacific editions, as well as
several of our WWII editions and made them available online
through https://starsandstripes.newspaperarchive.com/

JIM CLARE/Stars and Stripes

A Huey evacuation helicopter lands on a tiny clearing on “Hamburger Hill” as a wounded
American soldier is rushed aboard during the Vietnam War. Men of the 3rd Battalion,
187th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division were trying to take the bomb-scarred,
blood-soaked mountaintop from North Vietnamese forces.

JOHN OLSON/Stars and Stripes

Marines retrieve the body of a fellow
Marine during the Vietnam War who died
after a U.S. Air Force cargo plane making
a low level drop over the Marine fortress
of Khe Sanh at less than 50 feet altitude
missed the landing zone for the cargo.
One block hit a bunker and tent area.

JOHN OLSON/Stars and Stripes

Life Magazine photographer Co
Rentmeester’s left hand is examined by a
nurse at a U.S. Army hospital after being
hit by a bullet while covering the fighting in
Saigon on May 6, 1968. The Dutch
photographer was hit with the same bullet
that wounded Art Greenspon, a freelance
photographer for The Associated Press. 
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ACROSS

 1 Heavy weight

 4 Audacious

 9 Brady Bunch girl

 12 Year in Spain

 13 “Bleeding Love” 

singer Lewis

 14 Lyric poem

 15 Quarterback for 

the Buffalo Bills

 17 Present location?

 18 Chef Garten

 19 Shocked

 21 Thing

 24 Ray of 

McDonald’s

 25 Lyricist Gershwin

 26 Chick’s mom

 28 Bigfoot’s relatives

 31 Long ride?

 33 Homer’s cry

 35 Spanish ayes

 36 Slander

 38 Use a shovel

 40 Not ’neath

 41 Carpet type

 43 Runway sights

 45 Major shock

 47 Scale member

 48 Joke

 49 Almost

 54 Rink surface

 55 Everglades 

wader

 56 Expert

 57 Service charge

 58 Eye drops

 59 Bit of advice

DOWN

 1 — Mahal

 2 Lennon’s  

partner

 3 Refusals

 4 Scald briefly in 

water, as veggies

 5 Akin

 6 “You’ve got 

mail” co.

 7 Furtive one

 8 Cranky due 

to skipping 

lunch, say

 9 Mini-strike

 10 Big fusses

 11 On deck

 16 Hasten

 20 Works the soil

 21 Monet works

 22 Edge

 23 “A Death in the 

Family” author

 27 Auction signal

 29 “Understood”

 30 Round Table 

titles

 32 Pearl Harbor  

site

 34 With-it person

 37 Powerful engine

 39 Is a bad winner

 42 Evaluate

 44 Cleric’s garment

 45 End-of-week 

letters

 46 Indy event

 50 Mrs. in Mexico

 51 Select, with “for”

 52 Swiss canton

 53 Surpass

Answer to Previous Puzzle

Eugene Sheffer Crossword
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SCOREBOARD

Saturday’s men’s scores
EAST

Albany (NY) 86, NJIT 59 
American 67, Colgate 59 
Boston U. 66, Lafayette 64 
Bryant 80, Maine 72 
Bucknell 94, Holy Cross 81 
Buffalo 87, Toledo 74 
CCSU 55, Wagner 48 
Dartmouth 78, Brown 58 
Delaware St. 83, Coppin St. 79 
Drexel 71, Monmouth (NJ) 61 
Duquesne 85, George Mason 68 
George Washington 71, La Salle 60 
Harvard 74, Yale 69 
Hofstra 70, NC A&T 49 
LIU 74, Fairleigh Dickinson 55 
Lehigh 89, Army 67 
Marquette 76, Georgetown 61 
Maryland 68, Penn St. 64 
Mass.-Lowell 79, Binghamton 53 
Morgan St. 75, Md.-Eastern Shore 72 
Navy 81, Loyola (Md.) 68 
Penn 92, Columbia 87 
Saint Joseph’s 90, Fordham 76 
St. Francis (Pa.) 80, Chicago St. 71, OT 
St. John’s 71, Seton Hall 61 
Stonehill 85, Le Moyne 79 
Stony Brook 71, Elon 66 
Towson 75, Hampton 72 
UConn 75, Providence 63 
UMass 91, Rhode Island 88 
Vermont 79, UMBC 69 
Villanova 80, Butler 70 

SOUTH

Alabama St. 94, Alabama A&M 52 
Alcorn St. 71, Prairie View 55 
Ark.-Pine Bluff 83, MVSU 58 
Auburn 94, Kentucky 78 
Bethune-Cookman 70, Southern U. 69 
Chattanooga 91, VMI 70 
Clemson 71, Virginia 58 
Coll. of Charleston 87, Campbell 65 
Duke 100, Florida St. 65 
ETSU 81, The Citadel 66 
Florida 89, Texas A&M 70 
Florida A&M 73, Grambling St. 68 
Furman 78, Wofford 75 
Georgia Tech 87, NC State 62 
Jackson St. 67, Texas Southern 52 
Jacksonville St. 84, FIU 79, 2OT 
Lindenwood (Mo.) 76, Tenn. Tech 74 
Longwood 83, SC-Upstate 66 
Louisville 79, Pittsburgh 68 
Mercer 81, W. Carolina 69 
Mississippi 87, Oklahoma 84 
Mississippi St. 81, LSU 69 
Morehead St. 59, UT Martin 47 
N. Kentucky 88, Youngstown St. 79 
NC Central 72, Howard 68 
North Carolina 92, Miami 73 
Northeastern 70, William & Mary 68 
Northwestern St. 61, Houston Christian

56 
Presbyterian 68, Gardner-Webb 57 
Radford 76, Charleston Southern 60 
SC State 91, Norfolk St. 88 
South Carolina 72, Arkansas 53 
Tennessee 79, Alabama 76 
Tennessee St. 74, S. Indiana 69 
UNC-Greensboro 108, Samford 100 
UNC-Wilmington 88, Delaware 58 
Vanderbilt 97, Missouri 93, OT 
Virginia Tech 101, Syracuse 95, OT 
Wake Forest 74, Notre Dame 71 
Winthrop 103, UNC-Asheville 90 

MIDWEST

Bowling Green 61, Ball St. 52 
Cleveland St. 68, Fort Wayne 57 
Dayton 74, Richmond 64, 2OT 
E. Illinois 73, SE Missouri 58 
IU Indianapolis 91, Wright St. 84 
Iowa St. 84, Arizona 67 
Milwaukee 89, Detroit 67 
Minnesota 67, Nebraska 65 
Oakland 87, Green Bay 84, OT 
Ohio 75, Miami (Ohio) 66 
Omaha 80, Oral Roberts 57 
SIU-Edwardsville 73, UALR 65 
Saint Louis 98, Loyola Chicago 67 
South Dakota 92, North Dakota 79 
St. Thomas (MN) 65, UMKC 59 
Texas Tech 78, Kansas 73 
W. Michigan 74, N. Illinois 70 
Xavier 83, Creighton 61 

SOUTHWEST

Abilene Christian 70, Texas-Arlington 59 
Baylor 71, Oklahoma St. 61 
Georgia 83, Texas 67 
Houston 73, Cincinnati 64 
Incarnate Word 75, East Texas A&M 68 
Louisiana Tech 90, Sam Houston St. 66 
McNeese St. 68, Lamar 66 
Middle Tennessee 76, UTEP 75, OT 
Nicholls 94, Stephen F. Austin 70 
TCU 89, UCF 78 
Texas A&M-CC 68, SE Louisiana 54 
Tulane 79, Tulsa 77 

FAR WEST

BYU 77, West Virginia 56 
Boise St. 66, Fresno St. 61 
CS Northridge 103, UC Santa Barbara 77 
Cal Baptist 61, Utah Tech 57 
Cal Poly 98, CS Bakersfield 72 
California 82, Boston College 71 
Colorado St. 93, Utah St. 66 
Denver 78, S. Dakota St. 62 
Gonzaga 95, San Francisco 75 
Grand Canyon 63, Seattle 60 
Idaho 81, Weber St. 79, OT 
Idaho St. 78, E. Washington 54 
Indiana 78, Washington 62 
Montana St. 87, Sacramento St. 60 
N. Colorado 83, N. Arizona 73 
New Mexico 92, Air Force 71 
New Mexico St. 65, W. Kentucky 47 
Oregon 82, Southern Cal 61 
Portland St. 79, Montana 76, OT 
Saint Mary’s (Cal.) 74, Oregon St. 64 
San Diego 82, Portland 80 
San Diego St. 72, Wyoming 69 
Santa Clara 97, Pacific 66 
Stanford 73, SMU 68 
Texas RGV 88, New Orleans 78 

UC Irvine 70, Long Beach St. 60 
UC San Diego 100, Cal St.-Fullerton 55 
Utah 99, Arizona St. 73 
Utah Valley St. 100, S. Utah 59 
Washington St. 90, Pepperdine 83

Saturday’s women’s scores
EAST

Albany (NY) 73, NJIT 52 
Binghamton 72, Mass.-Lowell 42 
Brown 38, Cornell 36 
Bryant 68, Maine 57 
Buffalo 71, E. Michigan 54 
CCSU 76, Wagner 65 
Canisius 53, Iona 48 
Colgate 83, American 64 
Columbia 77, Yale 49 
Coppin St. 73, Delaware St. 59 
Dayton 67, St. Bonaventure 57 
Fairfield 69, Sacred Heart 58 
Fairleigh Dickinson 73, LIU Brooklyn 46 
George Washington 54, Rhode Island 46 
Harvard 62, Penn 44 
Holy Cross 67, Bucknell 60 
La Salle 61, VCU 60 
Lafayette 63, Boston U. 58 
Lehigh 76, Army 61 
Manhattan 75, Niagara 52 
Marist 63, St. Peter’s 61 
Md.-Eastern Shore 70, Morgan St. 59 
Navy 66, Loyola (Md.) 53 
Princeton 67, Dartmouth 55 
Providence 66, Georgetown 62 
Quinnipiac 76, Merrimack 44 
Richmond 73, Saint Joseph’s 65 
Siena 52, Mount St. Mary’s 49 
Stonehill 65, Le Moyne 61 
Vermont 79, UMBC 59 

SOUTH

Alabama A&M 71, Alabama St. 63 
Alcorn St. 61, Prairie View 39 
Austin Peay 72, Bellarmine 63 
Belmont 67, Missouri St. 61 
Charleston Southern 60, Radford 50 
Chattanooga 69, Wofford 61 
Davidson 64, Fordham 52 
E. Kentucky 83, Lipscomb 76 
ETSU 62, Furman 50 
East Carolina 66, South Florida 57 
FIU 74, Jacksonville St. 72 
Florida Gulf Coast 86, Stetson 60 
Gardner-Webb 91, Presbyterian 81 
George Mason 86, Duquesne 63 
Grambling St. 55, Florida A&M 52 
Howard 74, NC Central 51 
Jackson St. 63, Texas Southern 60 
Liberty 71, Kennesaw St. 69 
MVSU 78, Ark.-Pine Bluff 48 
Middle Tennessee 57, UTEP 35 
Morehead St. 100, UT Martin 77 
Murray St. 87, S. Illinois 64 
Norfolk St. 88, SC State 57 
North Alabama 66, Cent. Arkansas 56 
North Florida 69, Jacksonville 61 
Northwestern St. 71, Houston Christian

53 
SC-Upstate 62, Longwood 60, OT 
Southern U. 62, Bethune-Cookman 54 
Tennessee St. 73, S. Indiana 64 
Tenn. Tech 77, Lindenwood (Mo.) 59 
Tulsa 81, Memphis 79 
UNC-Greensboro 76, Mercer 37 
W. Carolina 76, Samford 69 
W. Kentucky 85, New Mexico St. 68 
West Georgia 64, Queens (NC) 63 
Winthrop 71, UNC-Asheville 66 

MIDWEST

Ball St. 55, W. Michigan 45 
Bradley 65, Ill. Chicago 54 
Chicago St. 58, St. Francis (Pa.) 55, OT 
Denver 63, South Dakota 60 
Drake 80, N. Iowa 79 
E. Illinois 85, SE Missouri 52 
Evansville 79, Indiana St. 68 
Green Bay 68, Fort Wayne 63, OT 
IUPUI 74, Detroit 67 
Illinois St. 90, Valparaiso 68 
Kent St. 64, Akron 44 
Loyola Chicago 63, Saint Louis 62 
Miami (Ohio) 62, Ohio 53 
Michigan St. 73, Minnesota 58 
N. Dakota St. 76, Omaha 59 
N. Illinois 84, Bowling Green 77, 2OT 
N. Kentucky 61, Oakland 58 
New Orleans 72, Texas RGV 59 
North Dakota 83, UMKC 79 
Robert Morris 73, Wright St. 57 
S. Dakota St. 79, St. Thomas (MN) 46 
SIU-Edwardsville 81, UALR 76 
Toledo 80, Cent. Michigan 70 
West Virginia 85, Cincinnati 69 
Wichita St. 62, Charlotte 43 
Youngstown St. 73, Cleveland St. 70 

SOUTHWEST

Abilene Christian 81, Texas-Arlington 74 
Incarnate Word 74, East Texas A&M 65 
Lamar 69, McNeese St. 60 
North Texas 77, UAB 56 
Stephen F. Austin 79, Nicholls 56 
Texas A&M-CC 54, SE Louisiana 52 
Texas Tech 83, Colorado 79, OT 
UTSA 60, FAU 42 

FAR WEST

Air Force 75, Boise St. 68 
Arizona 71, Arizona St. 59 
Cal Baptist 94, Utah Tech 74 
Cal Poly 57, CS Bakersfield 51 
Gonzaga 68, Santa Clara 61 
Grand Canyon 82, Seattle 52 
Idaho 73, Weber St. 58 
Idaho St. 75, E. Washington 60 
Long Beach St. 73, UC Irvine 52 
Loyola Marymount 65, Saint Mary’s 61 
Montana 74, Portland St. 61 
N. Arizona 80, N. Colorado 70 
New Mexico 65, Fresno St. 61 
Oregon St. 73, Pepperdine 46 
Portland 94, Pacific 88, OT 
Sacramento St. 73, Montana St. 69 
San Francisco 60, San Diego 35 
Southern Cal 80, UCLA 67 
UC Davis 74, Hawaii 66 
UC San Diego 69, Cal St.-Fullerton 46 
UC Santa Barbara 74, CS Northridge 52 
UNLV 89, San Jose St. 56 
Utah 76, BYU 73, OT 
Utah St. 93, Nevada 75 
Utah Valley St. 53, S. Utah 48 
Wyoming 68, Colorado St. 55

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Saturday’s transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
American League

NEW YORK YANKEES — Reassigned
RHPs Kevin Stevens, Sean Boyle, Chase
Hampton and Cristian Hernández, LHP
Jayvien Sandridge and OF Brennen Davis
to minor league camp. Reassigned C Omar
Martínez and RHP Leonardo Pestana to
minor league camp. 

National League

CHICAGO CUBS — Optioned RHPs Gavin
Hollowell, Caleb Kilian, Jack Neely and Co-
dy Poteet to Iowa (IL). Reassigned LHP Ri-
ley Martin to minor league camp. 

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA — Fined Minnesota G Anthony Ed-
wards $35,000 for failing to leave the court
in a timely manner following an ejection in
a game on Feb. 27.

ATLANTA HAWKS — Signed K Kevon Har-
ris to a 10-day contract.

CHARLOTTE HORNETS — Signed G Mala-
chi Flynn to a 10-day contract. 

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS — Waived F JT
Thor.

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS — Signed F
Kevin Knox II to a 10-day contract.

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS — Re-signed G
Jordan Miller to a rest-of-season-con-
tract. Waived F MarJon Beauchamp and C
Kai Jones.

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS — Waived G Ja-
len Crutcher.

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS — Signed G Jalen
Hood-Schifino to a two-way contract.
Waived F David Roddy.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

COLORADO AVALANCHE — Acquired D
Ryan Lindgren, LW Jimmy Vesey and G Ni-
cholas Kempf from the New York Rangers
in exchange for C Juuso Parssinen, D Cal-
vin de Haan, a 2025 second-round pick and
a 2025 fourth-round selection. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Acquired D Seth
Jones and a 2026 fourth-round pick from
Chicago in exchange for G Spencer Knight
and a 2026 first-round pick.

MINNESOTA WILD — Acquired F Gustav
Nyquist from the Nashville Predators in
exchange for a 2026 second-round pick.
Reassigned LW Liam Ohgren to Iowa
(AHL). Recalled D David Jiricek from Iowa.
Reassigned C Marat Khusnutdinov to Io-
wa. 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Recalled D
Spencer Stastney and C Jake Lucchini
from Milwaukee (AHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS — Placed LW Chris
Kreider on injured reserve.

OTTAWA SENATORS — Reassigned LW
Angus Crookshank from Belleville (AHL).
Recalled LW Brett Berard from Hartford
(AHL).

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS — Signed RW
Borya Valis to a three-year, entry-level
contract. 

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS — Signed F
Trent Swick to a three-year, entry level
contract.

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Reassigned
D Alexander Alexeyev to Hershey (AHL). 

WINNIPEG JETS — Reassigned C Jaret
Anderson-Dolan to Manitoba (AHL).

SOCCER 
Major League Soccer

COLORADO RAPIDS — Signed D Ander-
son Rosa to a short-term agreement.

LOS ANGELES FC — Signed M Adam Sal-
dana for one year with options for 2026
and 2027.

DEALS

Focused Health 250
NASCAR Xfinity

Saturday
At Circuits of the Americas

Austin, Texas
Lap length: 3.41 miles

Start position in parentheses

1. (1) Connor Zilisch, Chevrolet, 65 laps,
40 points.

2. (3) William Byron, Chevrolet, 65, 0.
3. (8) Sam Mayer, Ford, 65, 41.
4. (12) Austin Hill, Chevrolet, 65, 38.
5. (10) Christian Eckes, Chevrolet, 65, 36.
6. (11) Jesse Love, Chevrolet, 65, 31.
7. (7) Taylor Gray, Toyota, 65, 30.
8. (2) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 65, 0.
9. (23) William Sawalich, Toyota, 65, 28.
10. (18) Blaine Perkins, Chevrolet, 65, 27.
11. (16) Sammy Smith, Chevrolet, 65, 37.
12. (14) Sheldon Creed, Ford, 65, 25.
13. (9) Riley Herbst, Toyota, 65, 0.
14. (27) Alex Labbe, Chevrolet, 65, 28.
15. (21) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, 65, 25.
16. (34) Ryan Ellis, Chevrolet, 65, 21.
17. (15) Daniel Dye, Chevrolet, 65, 29.
18. (30) Dean Thompson, Toyota, 65, 19.
19. (38) Ryan Sieg, Ford, 65, 24.
20. (32) Brennan Poole, Chevrolet, 65, 22.
21. (17) Anthony Alfredo, Chevrolet, 65,

18.
22. (26) Josh Bilicki, Chevrolet, 65, 15.
23. (5) Carson Kvapil, Chevrolet, 65, 15.
24. (19) Nicholas Sanchez, Chevrolet, 65,

13.
25. (29) Jeb Burton, Chevrolet, 65, 19.
26. (20) Austin Green, Chevrolet, 65, 11.
27. (36) Kyle Sieg, Ford, 65, 11.
28. (35) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 65,

9.
29. (4) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, 65, 14.
30. (13) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 65, 7.
31. (6) Corey Heim, Toyota, 65, 0.
32. (22) Matt DiBenedetto, Chevrolet, 65,

5.
33. (33) Kris Wright, Chevrolet, 64, 4.
34. (28) Sage Karam, Chevrolet, trans-

mission, 58, 5.
35. (31) Harrison Burton, Ford, axle, 55,

12.
36. (25) Preston Pardus, Chevrolet, ga-

rage, 26, 1.
37. (37) Baltazar Leguizamón, Chevrolet,

suspension, 17, 1.
38. (24) Carson Hocevar, Chevrolet, acci-

dent, 3, 0.
Race Statistics

Average Speed of Race Winner: 70.096
mph.

Time of Race: 2 hours, 13 minutes, 32
seconds.

Margin of Victory: 1.639 seconds.
Caution Flags: 4 for 14 laps.
Lead Changes: 14 among 9 drivers.
Lap Leaders: C.Zilisch 0-5; R.Chastain 6;

C.Zilisch 7-17; W.Byron 18-20; R.Chastain
21; T.Gray 22-23; J.Love 24; T.Gray 25;
J.Love 26-30; R.Herbst 31-37; H.Burton 38-
42; C.Kvapil 43-45; A.Hill 46-51; C.Kvapil 52-
55; C.Zilisch 56-65

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led,
Laps Led): C.Zilisch, 3 times for 26 laps;
R.Herbst, 1 time for 7 laps; C.Kvapil, 2 times
for 7 laps; A.Hill, 1 time for 6 laps; J.Love, 2
times for 6 laps; H.Burton, 1 time for 5 laps;
W.Byron, 1 time for 3 laps; T.Gray, 2 times
for 3 laps; R.Chastain, 2 times for 2 laps.

Wins: A.Hill, 1; J.Love, 1; C.Zilisch, 1.
Top 16 in Points: 1. A.Hill, 122; 2. J.Love,

109; 3. S.Creed, 108; 4. S.Mayer, 94; 5. J.All-
gaier, 90; 6. S.Smith, 87; 7. J.Burton, 85; 8.
T.Gray, 75; 9. C.Eckes, 74; 10. H.Burton, 73;
11. C.Kvapil, 68; 12. W.Sawalich, 68; 13.
R.Sieg, 68; 14. J.Clements, 64; 15. J.Wil-
liams, 64; 16. C.Zilisch, 61.

AUTO RACING

MLS
Eastern Conference

W L T Pts GF GA

Philadelphia 2 0 0 6 8 3

Columbus 2 0 0 6 5 2

Charlotte FC 1 0 1 4 4 2

New York 1 1 0 3 2 1

Orlando City 1 1 0 3 6 6

Atlanta 1 1 0 3 3 4

Cincinnati 1 1 0 3 2 4

D.C. United 0 0 2 2 4 4

Inter Miami CF 0 0 1 1 2 2

NYC FC 0 1 1 1 2 3

New England 0 1 1 1 0 1

Chicago 0 1 1 1 4 6

Toronto FC 0 1 1 1 4 6

Nashville 0 1 1 1 0 2

CF Montréal 0 2 0 0 2 4

Western Conference

W L T Pts GF GA

San Jose 2 0 0 6 6 1

LA FC 2 0 0 6 2 0

San Diego FC 1 0 1 4 2 0

FC Dallas 1 0 1 4 5 4

Vancouver 1 0 0 3 4 1

Austin FC 1 1 0 3 1 1

Minn. United 1 1 0 3 1 1

Portland 1 1 0 3 2 4

Real Salt Lake 1 1 0 3 2 4

Colorado 0 0 2 2 3 3

St Louis City 0 0 2 2 0 0

Seattle 0 1 1 1 2 4

Houston 0 1 0 0 1 2

Sporting KC 0 2 0 0 1 3

LA Galaxy 0 1 0 0 0 2

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday’s games

Charlotte FC 2, Atlanta 0
Real Salt Lake 2, Seattle 0
Columbus 1, New England 0
New York 2, Nashville 0
Orlando City 4, Toronto FC 2
Philadelphia 4, Cincinnati 1
D.C. United 2, Chicago 2, tie
San Jose 2, Sporting Kansas City 1
Minnesota 1, CF Montréal 0
FC Dallas 3, Colorado 3, tie
Los Angeles FC 1, New York City FC 0
Portland 1, Austin FC 0
St Louis City 0, San Diego FC 0, tie

Sunday’s games

LA Galaxy at Vancouver
Miami at Houston

Saturday, March 8

Houston at Columbus
Los Angeles FC at Seattle
New York at Atlanta
Toronto FC at Cincinnati
Sporting Kansas City at D.C. United
Philadelphia at New England
Orlando City at New York City FC
Colorado at Austin FC
Chicago at FC Dallas
Portland at Nashville
San Diego FC at Real Salt Lake
CF Montréal at Vancouver
Minnesota at San Jose

PRO SOCCER

Cognizant Classic

Saturday

At PGA National Golf Club

Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.

Purse: $9.2 million

Yardage: 7,167; Par: 71

Third Round

Jake Knapp 59-70-68—197 -16

Michael Kim 65-66-67—198 -15

Doug Ghim 68-63-68—199 -14

Ben Griffin 68-65-66—199 -14

Russell Henley 63-70-66—199 -14

Rickie Fowler 64-68-68—200 -13

Taylor Montgomery 67-65-68—200 -13

Daniel Berger 63-68-70—201 -12

Joe Highsmith 65-72-64—201 -12

Max McGreevy 69-68-64—201 -12

Matthieu Pavon 66-64-71—201 -12

J.J. Spaun 64-70-67—201 -12

Sepp Straka 67-67-67—201 -12

Brian Campbell 68-68-66—202 -11

Joel Dahmen 68-66-68—202 -11

Brice Garnett 66-67-69—202 -11

Ryan Gerard 68-66-68—202 -11

Brian Harman 65-68-69—202 -11

Rikuya Hoshino 70-67-65—202 -11

Zach Johnson 66-66-70—202 -11

Victor Perez 68-68-66—202 -11

Patrick Rodgers 67-69-66—202 -11

Jordan Spieth 65-70-67—202 -11

Tom Kim 67-66-72—205 -8

Peter Malnati 69-70-66—205 -8

Hideki Matsuyama 70-70-65—205 -8

Alex Smalley 67-65-73—205 -8

Gary Woodland 70-67-68—205 -8

HSBC Women’s World

Championship

Saturday
At Sentosa Island, Singapore

Purse: $2.4 million
Yardage: 6,779; Par: 72

Final Round

Lydia Ko, $360,000 71-67-68-69—275 -13

Ayaka Furue, $195,302 71-69-71-68—279 -9

Jeeno Thitikul, $195,302 71-72-66-70—279 -9

Charley Hull, $104,318 69-70-68-74—281 -7

Jin Hee Im, $104,318 72-74-68-67—281 -7

Gaby Lopez, $104,318 70-73-68-70—281 -7

Hannah Green, $59,183 75-69-67-71—282 -6

A Lim Kim, $59,183 68-69-73-72—282 -6

Hyo Joo Kim, $59,183 73-66-75-68—282 -6

Yealimi Noh, $59,183 72-68-71-71—282 -6

Hye Jin Choi, $43,503 70-71-70-72—283 -5

Minjee Lee, $43,503 70-72-68-73—283 -5

Mao Saigo, $43,503 75-70-68-70—283 -5

P. Anannarukarn, $35,075 74-66-70-74—284 -4

Carlota Ciganda, $35,075 71-71-72-70—284 -4

Nasa Hataoka, $35,075 75-71-68-70—284 -4

N. K. Madsen, $35,075 71-73-71-69—284 -4

Lauren Coughlin, $29,581 74-70-70-71—285 -3

Jin Young Ko, $29,581 73-70-72-70—285 -3

Hae-Ran Ryu, $29,581 73-68-73-71—285 -3

Allisen Corpuz, $24,200 77-68-69-72—286 -2

Brooke Henderson, $24,200 74-71-70-71—286 -2

Mi Hyang Lee, $24,200 75-68-73-70—286 -2

Leona Maguire, $24,200 75-73-69-69—286 -2

Rio Takeda, $24,200 75-70-68-73—286 -2

Miyu Yamashita, $24,200 73-70-69-74—286 -2

Amy Yang, $24,200 71-71-70-74—286 -2

Ruoning Yin, $24,200 70-70-72-74—286 -2

GOLF

Dubai Duty Free Championships
Saturday

At Dubai Tennis Stadium
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Purse: $3,237,670
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor

Seedings in parentheses
Men’s Singles
Championship

Stefanos Tsitsipas (4), Greece, def. Felix
Auger-Aliassime, Canada, 6-3, 6-3.

Men’s Doubles
Championship

Yuki Bhambri, India, and Alexei Popyrin,
Australia, def. Harri Heliovaara, Finland,
and Henry Patten (2), Britain, 3-6, 7-6 (12),
10-8.

Merida Open Akron
Saturday

At Merida, Mexico
Purse: $1,064,510

Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Seedings in parentheses

Women’s Singles
Semifinals

Emma Navarro (1), United States, def.
Elina Avanesyan, Russia, 6-3, 6-3.

Emiliana Arango, Colombia, def. Daria
Saville, Australia, 6-3, 4-6, 6-2.

ATX Open
Saturday

At Westwood Country Club
Austin, TX

Purse: $275,094
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor

Seedings in parentheses
Women’s Singles

Semifinals

Jessica Pegula (1), United States, def. Aj-
la Tomljanovic, Australia, 6-1, 4-6, 6-3.

McCartney Kessler (5), United States,
def. Greet Minnen, Belgium, 7-5, 6-4.

TENNIS
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KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Jahmai

Mashack raced up the court and

hit a 3-pointer from well beyond

the arc at the buzzer to give No. 5

Tennessee a 79-76 victory over

No. 6 Alabama on Saturday.

The Volunteers (24-5, 11-5

Southeastern Conference) got the

final shot by forcing a five-second

inbounds violation under the

Crimson Tide’s basket with 3.8

seconds left.

Chaz Lanier and Jordan Gainey

each scored 18 points for Tennes-

see. Zakai Zeigler had 15 and

Mashack finished with 11.

Mark Sears led Alabama (23-6,

12-4) with 24 points. Labaron Phi-

lan had 13, and Aden Holloway

added 11.

Sears had 12 points in the first

half to help the Crimson Tide take

a 42-38 lead.

No. 1 Auburn 94, No. 17 Ken-

tucky 78: Miles Kelly scored a

season-high 30 points to lead the

visiting Tigers to a win over the

Wildcats.

Auburn (27-2, 15-1 SEC) has six

straight victories and won the SEC

regular-season title outright when

Tennessee beat Alabama. The Ti-

gers posted video on X of their

players celebrating on the team

bus after watching the Volunteers’

3-pointer at the buzzer to win it.

Auburn won in Lexington for

the first time since a 53-52 tri-

umph over then-No. 1 Kentucky in

1988.

Chad Baker-Mazara followed

Kelly with 22 points and Tahaad

Pettiford scored 21.

No. 2 Duke 100, Florida State

65: Isaiah Evans scored 19 points

and the host Blue Devils over-

came freshman star Cooper

Flagg’s injury scare to rout the

Seminoles.

Flagg sat out more than 11 min-

utes to end the first half, twice

leaving the gym to be evaluated af-

ter he was struck in the face on a

hard foul. He was on the court for

the first 12 minutes of the second

half, when he racked up 12 of his 16

points.

Kon Knueppel and Khaman

Maluach both had 14 points to help

Duke (26-3, 17-1 Atlantic Coast

Conference) maintain a one-game

lead over Clemson in the league

standings.

Jamir Watkins had 21 points

and Jerry Deng added 12 points

for Florida State (16-13, 7-11). The

Seminoles have lost three straight

and four of five.

No. 3 Florida 89, No. 12 Texas

A&M 70: Will Richard made six

3-pointers and scored 25 points,

Thomas Haugh added 17 points

and the host Gators handed the

Aggies a fourth consecutive loss.

Alijah Martin had 14 points for

Florida, which bounced back from

a midweek loss at unranked

Georgia and moved a step closer

to securing a double bye in the

Southeastern Conference Tourna-

ment in two weeks.

Texas A&M (20-9, 9-7 SEC)

could fall out of the AP Top 25 col-

lege basketball poll. The Gators

(25-4, 12-4), meanwhile, improved

to 14-1 at home this season.

Zhuric Phelps led the Aggies

with 16 points. Pharrel Payne add-

ed 14.

No. 4 Houston 73, Cincinnati

64: L.J. Cryer scored 20 points

and the host Cougars clinched the

outright Big 12 regular-season ti-

tle for a second straight season

with a win over the Bearcats.

Terrance Arceneaux added 10

points for Houston (25-4, 17-1 Big

12), which has won eight straight.

The Cougars became the first

team to win the regular-season

championship in its first two years

in a major conference since Idaho,

which won the PCC in the 1921-22

and 1922-23 seasons. Houston

joined the Big 12 in 2023.

The Cougars, who have won 12

straight over Cincinnati, shot 54%

and owned a 17-9 advantage in

points off turnovers.

Day Day Thomas scored 19

points and Jizzle James added 18

for the Bearcats (17-12, 7-11).

No. 7 St. John’s 71, Seton Hall

61: RJ Luis Jr. scored 21 points

and the host Red Storm beat the

Pirates to clinch their first out-

right regular-season Big East title

since 1985.

St. John’s (26-4, 17-2) improved

to 18-0 at home as it played in front

of its third straight sellout crowd

at Madison Square Garden and

with coach Rick Pitino sporting a

white suit for the second straight

season.

Zuby Ejiofor added 17 points

and 10 rebounds as the Red Storm

shot 43.4% and struggled until the

final minutes.

Dylan Addae-Wusu scored 18

for Seton Hall (7-22, 2-16), which

is concluding its worst season

since 1982-83. Isaiah Coleman

added 15 for the Pirates.

No. 9 Iowa State 84, No. 22

Arizona 67: Milan Momcilovic

scored 17 points as the host Cy-

clones survived a late scare from

the Wildcats for a win.

Tamin Lipsey added 15 for Iowa

State (22-7, 12-6 Big 12) while Cur-

tis Jones and Nate Heise each con-

tributed 12 points off the bench.

Brandton Chatfield scored 10

points for a new season-high with

the Cyclones.

Jaden Bradley scored 18 points

while KJ Lewis added 13 off the

bench to lead Arizona (19-10,

13-5), who has lost four of its last

six games.

Iowa State turned the tables on

the Wildcats after suffering an

overtime loss in Tucson on Jan. 27.

No. 10 Texas Tech 78, Kansas

73: JT Toppin had 21 points to

lead the visiting Red Raiders to a

win over the Jayhawks.

It was the second win at Allen

Fieldhouse (2-22) in the school’s

history.

Christian Anderson had 15

points and Darrion Williams

scored 14 for Texas Tech (22-7,

13-5 Big 12).

KJ Adams Jr. had 21 points for

Kansas (19-10, 10-8), which had

multiple runs of at least six points.

No. 13 Clemson 71, Virginia

58:Ian Schieffelin scored 13 of his

21 points in the second half to help

the visiting Tigers come from be-

hind and beat the Cavaliers.

Schieffelin, coming off a 24-

point outing against Notre Dame,

also grabbed 13 rebounds for his

ninth double-double of the season

as Clemson (24-5, 16-2 ACC)

stayed a game behind first-place

Duke in the conference standings.

Isaac McKneely had 16 points

for Virginia (14-15, 7-11). The Cav-

aliers had hit 10 or more 3-point-

ers in seven of their last 10 games

before Saturday, but went 8-for-19

from beyond the arc.

Vanderbilt 97, No. 14 Missouri

93 (OT): Chris Manon had 23

points and a game-high 11 re-

bounds as the host Commodores

beat the Tigers in overtime for

their third win in a row.

AJ Hoggard scored 21 points,

Jason Edwards finished with 17

and Tyler Nickel added 12 for

Vanderbilt (20-9, 8-8 Southeas-

tern Conference).

Caleb Grill scored 28 points to

lead Missouri (21-8, 10-6). Mark

Mitchell scored 20, and Anthony

Robinson II and Tamar Bates had

16 apiece for the Tigers.

No. 16 Maryland 68, Penn

State 64: Derik Queen had 23

points, Ja’kobi Gillespie scored 19

to lead the visiting Terrapins over

the Nittany Lions.

Selton Miguel added 17 points

for Maryland (22-7, 12-6 Big Ten),

which overcame a 36-30 halftime

deficit to snap a seven-game los-

ing streak in Happy Valley.

Ace Baldwin Jr. had 18 points

and D’Marco Dunn scored 14 for

Penn State (15-15, 5-14), which

needed to win out and get help in

the standings to make the 15-team

Big Ten Tournament.

No. 19 Louisville 79, Pitts-

burgh 68: Chucky Hepburn

scored a career-high 37 points to

lead the host Cardinals to a victory

over the Panthers.

Terrence Edwards Jr. added 23

points and seven rebounds for

Louisville (23-6, 16-2 Atlantic

Coast Conference), which shot

51.1% from the field (23-for-45)

and went 11-for-21 (52.4%) from 3-

point range.

Jaland Lowe led Pittsburgh (16-

13, 7-11) with 16 points and Zack

Austin added 15.

No. 21 Marquette 76, George-

town 61: Kam Jones scored 13

points and had a career-high 13 as-

sists for his fifth double-double as

the visiting Golden Eagles easily

topped the Hoyas.

David Joplin had 17 points and

Ben Gold added 15 as Marquette

(22-7, 13-5 Big East) led by as

many as 28 in the second half for

its second straight lopsided win af-

ter overpowering Providence 82-

52 on Tuesday.

Micah Peavy had 15 points and

Curtis Williams 14 for George-

town (16-13, 7-11). Jordan Burks

had 11 points and 10 rebounds.

No. 23 Saint Mary’s 74, Ore-

gon State 64: Augustas Marcio-

lionis scored 25 points and the host

Gaels won their seventh straight,

beating the Beavers.

Marciolionis, the son of Hall of

Famer Sarunas Marciolionis,

made four 3-pointers and shot 7-

for-12 overall to lead regular-sea-

son champion Saint Mary’s (27-4,

17-1 West Coast Conference) in its

final tune-up before the confe-

rence tournament this week. It’s

the best conference record in

Gaels history.

Parsa Fallah scored 14 points

for Oregon State. The Beavers

(20-11, 10-8) beat Saint Mary’s this

season at home but couldn’t dupli-

cate the feat on the road. Michael

Rataj and Liu Lelevicius each

scored 12 points.

No. 24 Mississippi State 81,

LSU 69: Josh Hubbard scored 20

of his 30 points in the second half

to help the host Bulldogs beat the

Tigers.

Riley Kugel had 12 points for

Mississippi State on 5-for-6 shoot-

ing. The Bulldogs (20-9, 8-8 SEC)

trailed by as many as eight points

in the first half and were down 37-

35 at halftime.

Cam Carter scored 23 points for

LSU (14-15, 3-13), and Damion

Collins finished with 10. Derek

Fountain had nine points on 4-

for-4 shooting and grabbed five

rebounds.

No. 25 BYU 77, West Virginia

56: Fousseyni Traore scored 20

points and had 10 rebounds for his

second double-double of the sea-

son off the bench, Egor Demin had

15 points and six rebounds and the

host Cougars dominated the

Mountaineers.

Richie Saunders added 13

points for BYU (21-8, 12-6 Big 12),

which has won six straight.

Javon Small scored 15 points for

West Virginia (17-12, 8-10). Sen-

cire Harris and Amani Hansberry

each added seven points.

Fifth-ranked Vols’
long 3 at buzzer
beats No. 6 Tide

Associated Press

MARK HUMPHREY/AP 

Tennessee guard Jahmai Mashack (15) celebrates with teammates after hitting the winning 3-point basket
as time expired against Alabama on Saturday in Knoxville, Tenn.
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NHL

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Florida 61 37 21 3 77 204 171

Toronto 59 37 20 2 76 188 167

Tampa Bay 59 35 20 4 74 211 156

Detroit 60 30 24 6 66 176 191

Ottawa 59 30 25 4 64 166 168

Boston 61 28 25 8 64 167 194

Montreal 60 29 26 5 63 180 201

Buffalo 58 24 29 5 53 186 198

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Washington 60 38 14 8 84 215 157

Carolina 60 34 22 4 72 193 169

New Jersey 61 33 22 6 72 186 152

Columbus 60 30 22 8 68 205 196

N.Y. Rangers 59 29 26 4 62 179 183

Philadelphia 61 27 26 8 62 180 202

N.Y. Islanders 59 27 25 7 61 165 176

Pittsburgh 62 24 29 9 57 178 227

Western Conference

Central Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Winnipeg 61 42 15 4 88 214 143

Dallas 59 38 19 2 78 200 152

Minnesota 60 34 22 4 72 172 176

Colorado 61 35 24 2 72 198 182

St. Louis 61 29 26 6 64 176 181

Utah 61 27 25 9 63 172 181

Nashville 59 21 31 7 49 153 197

Chicago 60 18 35 7 43 164 213

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Vegas 59 35 18 6 76 197 166

Edmonton 60 35 21 4 74 195 174

Los Angeles 58 31 19 8 70 166 154

Vancouver 60 27 22 11 65 165 184

Calgary 59 28 23 8 64 154 174

Anaheim 59 26 26 7 59 154 183

Seattle 61 26 31 4 56 180 198

San Jose 61 15 37 9 39 157 230

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs. 

Friday’s games

Toronto 3, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Dallas 6, Los Angeles 2 
Colorado 5, Minnesota 2 

Saturday’s games

Tampa Bay 3, Washington 1 
N.Y. Islanders 7, Nashville 4 
Florida 3, Calgary 0 
Boston 3, Pittsburgh 2 
Columbus 5, Detroit 3 
Edmonton 3, Carolina 1 
Philadelphia 2, Winnipeg 1, SO 
Ottawa 5, San Jose 3 
Montreal 4, Buffalo 2 
St. Louis 4, Los Angeles 1 
New Jersey 3, Utah 1 
Seattle 6, Vancouver 3 
Chicago 6, Anaheim 3 

Sunday’s games

Toronto at Pittsburgh 
Boston at Minnesota 
Calgary at Carolina 
St. Louis at Dallas 
Nashville at N.Y. Rangers 
New Jersey at Vegas 

Monday’s games

Ottawa at Washington 
Buffalo at Montreal 
N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers 
Tampa Bay at Florida 
San Jose at Toronto 
Los Angeles at Chicago 

Tuesday’s games

Calgary at Philadelphia 
Carolina at Detroit 
Columbus at Tampa Bay 
Nashville at Boston 
San Jose at Buffalo 
Winnipeg at N.Y. Islanders 
New Jersey at Dallas 
Anaheim at Edmonton 
Pittsburgh at Colorado 
Minnesota at Seattle 

Scoring leaders

Through Saturday

GP G A PTS

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 61 23 68 91

Leon Draisaitl, EDM 60 44 46 90

Nikita Kucherov, TB 56 27 60 87

Connor McDavid, EDM 54 22 53 75

David Pastrnak, BOS 61 32 43 75

Mitch Marner, TOR 58 18 56 74

Kyle Connor, WPG 61 31 43 74

Jack Eichel, LV 58 19 51 70

Mikko Rantanen, COL 59 27 43 70

Jack Hughes, NJ 61 27 43 70

Scoreboard

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Justin

Danforth scored with 2:17 remain-

ing to lift the Columbus Blue Jack-

ets over Detroit 5-3 on Saturday

night in the Stadium Series, leap-

frogging the Red Wings to take

sole possession of the first Eastern

Conference wild-card spot.

Denton Mateychuk notched the

team’s first-ever outdoor goal,

Dmitri Voronkov and Mathieu

Olivier scored 32 seconds apart in

the second period, and Adam Fan-

tilli added an empty-netter.

Elvis Merzlikins made 43 stops

to help Columbus beat Detroit for

the second time in three days and

win its fourth straight in front of

94,751 at Ohio Stadium.

Alex DeBrincat scored twice to

extend his point streak to nine

games. Patrick Kane added a goal,

and Cam Talbot made 16 stops for

the Red Wings, who snapped a

five-game road win streak and

cling to the second wild-card spot.

The NHL made it a priority to

honor Johnny Gaudreau, the NHL

star known as “Johnny Hockey,”

and his younger brother, Mat-

thew, who were struck and killed

while riding bicycles near their

New Jersey home Aug. 29, during

the Blue Jackets’ first outdoor

hockey experience.

Columbus entered the arena in

what team captain Boone Jenner

called “Signature Johnny fit,”

wearing matching sweatshirts

from Avalon Surf Shop, emulating

Gaudreau’s ritual of representing

businesses from his New Jersey

home. Detroit donned No. 13 Gau-

dreau jerseys from across his ca-

reer, including Team USA and the

Boston College Eagles.

Bruins 3, Penguins 2: David

Pastrnak had a goal and an assist,

extending his point streak to 17

games, and visiting Boston beat

Pittsburgh.

Mason Lohrei added a power-

play goal for Boston and Charlie

Coyle scored an empty-net short-

handed goal to give the Bruins a

3-1 lead in the final minute.

Anthony Beauvillier scored a

short-handed goal for Pittsburgh

and Rickard Rakell scored a pow-

er-play goal.

Panthers 3, Flames 0: Sergei

Bobrovsky stopped 23 shots for his

47th career shutout, Jonah Gad-

jovich and Evan Rodrigues had

second-period goals, and host

Florida beat Calgary.

Mackie Samoskevich scored

with 3:52 left to seal the victory,

the Panthers’ eighth in 10 games.

Dan Vladar did all he could for

the Flames, stopping 39 shots. Cal-

gary has been shut out in back-to-

back games for the first time since

Nov. 16-17, 2019.

Islanders 7, Predators 4: New

York goaltender Ilya Sorokin was

credited with his first career goal

when Nashville forward Steven

Stamkos sent a pass into his own

net in the final seconds of host

New York’s victory.

Brock Nelson had two goals and

an assist for the Islanders in their

second straight win. Jean-Gabriel

Pageau, Kyle Palmieri, Bo Horvat

and Casey Cizikas also scored, and

Adam Boqvist and Simon Holm-

strom each had two assists.

Cole Smith had two goals for the

Predators in their third loss in four

games. Marc Del Gaizo and Colton

Sissons also scored, and Juuse Sa-

ros stopped 30 shots.

Oilers 3, Hurricanes 1: Adam

Henrique and Corey Perry scored

to help visiting Edmonton beat

Carolina.

Connor McDavid added an

empty-netter and Calvin Pickard

stopped 35 shots for the Oilers,

who snapped a five-game losing

streak.

Sebastian Aho scored and Fre-

derik Andersen made 28 saves for

the slumping Hurricanes. who

have lost six of their past eight.

Canadiens 4, Sabres 2: Mon-

treal extended its winning streak

to a season-high four games with a

win at Buffalo.

Cole Caufield, Josh Anderson

and Alex Newhook each scored,

and Jake Evans added an empty-

net goal for the Canadiens. Jakub

Dobes made 23 saves.

Alex Tuch and Jiri Kulich

scored and Ukko-Pekka Luukko-

nen made 25 saves for the Sabres,

who have dropped two in a row

and three of the past five.

Senators 5, Sharks 3: Tim

Stutzle scored and added an assist

to keep his 11-game point streak

alive, Brady Tkachuk and Shane

Pinto returned to the lineup and

scored, and host Ottawa ended a

five-game losing streak with a vic-

tory over San Jose.

Tkachuk tied the game scoring

on a two-man advantage and just

over a minute later, a weird

bounce provided Stutzle with his

19th of the year. David Perron and

Michael Amadio also scored for

the Senators. Linus Ullmark

stopped 34 shots for his first win

since Dec. 19.

Tyler Toffoli, Timothy Liljegren

and Will Smith scored for the

Sharks. Vitek Vanecek made 27

saves.

Flyers 2, Jets 1 (SO): Rookie

Matvei Michkov scored on a back-

hander against Connor Helle-

buyck in the shootout and visiting

Philadelphia beat Winnipeg.

Jamie Drysdale scored in regu-

lation and Ivan Fedotov stopped

30 shots to help the Flyers extend

their point streak to five games (4-

0-1).

Mark Scheifele scored for the

Jets and Hellebuyck made 31

saves. Winnipeg lost its second

straight after an 11-game win

streak and dropped to 11-1-1 in its

past 13.

Lightning 3, Capitals 1: Mitch-

ell Chaffee and Gage Goncalves

scored, Andrei Vasilevskiy

stopped 20 of the 21 shots he faced

behind a remarkable tight-check-

ing team effort as visiting Tampa

Bay won its eighth consecutive

game by beating Eastern Confe-

rence-leading Washington.

The Capitals lost their third

game in a row for the first time all

season despite Alex Ovechkin

scoring his 884th career goal with

3:59 left to move 10 back of tying

Wayne Gretzky’s NHL record.

Blues 4, Kings 1: Colton Paray-

ko and Pavel Buchnevich each

scored, and Jordan Binnington

made 25 saves to help host St.

Louis beat Los Angeles.

Dylan Holloway and Zack Bol-

duc also scored for the Blues, who

have won four in a row for the first

time this season.

Devils 3, Utah 1: Timo Meier

scored the tiebreaking goal 14 sec-

onds into the third period, and vis-

iting New Jersey beat Utah.

Nico Hischier and Curtis Lazar

also scored as the Devils won for

the fourth time in their past five

road games. Nico Daws made 24

saves.

Kraken 6, Canucks 3: Eeli Tol-

vanen had two goals, including the

go-ahead score with 6:52 to go in

the second period, and Vince

Dunn had two assists to give him

200 for his career in host Seattle’s

victory over Vancouver.

Oliver Bjorkstrand tied the

game with a goal for the Kraken

early in the second, but Dakota

Joshua put the Canucks back in

front with a score at 8:05, before

Matty Beniers and Tolvanen each

found the net for Seattle.

Blackhawks 6, Ducks 3: Ryan

Donato had two goals and an assist

and visiting Chicago ended a five-

game losing streak with a victory

over Anaheim.

Teuvo Teravainen had a goal

and two assists and Lukas Reichel,

Wyatt Kaiser and Patrick Marron

also scored. Arvid Soderblom

made 28 saves.

ROUNDUP

Jackets top Wings in Stadium Series

JAY LAPRETE/AP 

Fireworks go off before the Stadium Series game between the Detroit Red Wings and Columbus Blue
Jackets at Ohio Stadium on Saturday in Columbus, Ohio.

Associated Press
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DALLAS — Giannis Anteto-

kounmpo had 29 points, nine re-

bounds and nine assists, Damian

Lillard scored 28 and the Milwau-

kee Bucks beat the Dallas Maver-

icks 132-117 on Saturday night.

Gary Trent Jr. added 20 points

as Milwaukee won for the sixth

time in seven games, surging into

fourth place in the Eastern Confe-

rence.

Kyrie Irving scored 31 points

for the short-handed Mavericks,

who are trying to stay afloat in the

West playoff race until Anthony

Davis returns from a groin injury,

possibly by mid-March. The star

forward got hurt in his Dallas de-

but after the seismic trade that

sent Luka Doncic to the Los An-

geles Lakers.

Irving made all 11 of his free

throws, but was just 2-for-9 from

3-point range as the Mavs shot

28% (11 of 40) from beyond the arc.

Wizards 113, Hornets 110:

Khris Middleton and Bilal Couli-

baly each scored 17 points and vis-

iting Washington defeated Char-

lotte in a matchup of the teams

with the NBA’s two worst records.

Richaun Holmes added 15

points and nine rebounds for the

Wizards, who had eight players

finish in double figures in scoring.

Mark Williams had 24 points

and 12 rebounds for the Hornets,

who’ve lost six straight. LaMelo

Ball added 20 points and Miles

Bridges had 18 for Charlotte.

Pistons 115, Nets 94: Cade

Cunningham broke out of a slump

by scoring nine of his 15 points in

the fourth quarter and host De-

troit pulled away to beat Brooklyn.

Tobias Harris, Malik Beasley

and Jalen Duren all added 18

points for the Pistons.

Tyrese Martin came off the

bench to score 23 points for the

Nets, who have lost four straight.

Kings 113, Rockets 103: De-

Mar DeRozan had 21 points and

visiting Sacramento overcome an

early injury to Domantas Sabonis

for its third straight victory.

Zach LaVine added 20 points for

the Kings. Sacramento had a 13-3

run to push its advantage to 97-85

with 10 minutes remaining. La-

Vine and Keon Ellis had 3-point-

ers in that stretch and DeRozan

scored the last five points.

Alperen Sengun led Houston

with 30 points and 10 rebounds.

Jalen Green added 24 points in the

loss that ended a two-game win-

ning streak.

Spurs 130, Grizzlies 128:

De’Aaron Fox broke a tie with a

20-footer with 2.6 seconds left for

the last of his 20 points and visiting

San Antonio beat Memphis.

Stephon Castle had 24 points

and seven assists to help the Spurs

end a four-game losing streak. De-

vin Vassell matched Fox with 20

points, and Jeremy Sochan added

18.

Jackson scored 42 points. Jay-

len Wells had 18 for Memphis and

Zach Edey had 17 points, nine re-

bounds and three blocks.

76ers 126, Warriors 119:

Quentin Grimes scored a career-

high 44 points and host Philadel-

phia snapped a nine-game losing

streak, beating Golden State in a

game where Stephen Curry had

his first dunk in six years.

Curry’s one-handed jam on a

break cut the 76ers’ lead to 109-104

midway through the fourth quar-

ter.

Kelly Oubre Jr. had 20 points

for Philadelphia. Guerschon Ya-

busele added 18, and Paul George

had 17 points and seven rebounds.

The Sixers improved to 21-39,

winning for the first time since

Feb. 4 against Dallas.

NBA ROUNDUP

Bucks top short-handed Mavericks
Associated Press

TONY GUTIERREZ/AP 

Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo shoots after getting past Mavericks guard Dante Exum
during the first half in Dallas on Saturday. Antetokounmpo scored 29 points in the Bucks’ 132-117 win.

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB

Boston 42 18 .700 —

New York 39 20 .661 2½

Philadelphia 21 38 .356 20½

Brooklyn 21 39 .350 21

Toronto 18 42 .300 24

Southeast Division

W L Pct GB

Miami 28 30 .483 —

Orlando 29 32 .475 ½

Atlanta 27 33 .450 2

Charlotte 14 45 .237 14½

Washington 11 48 .186 17½

Central Division

W L Pct GB

Cleveland 49 10 .831 —

Milwaukee 34 25 .576 15

Indiana 33 25 .569 15½

Detroit 34 27 .557 16

Chicago 24 36 .400 25½

Western Conference

Southwest Division

W L Pct GB

Memphis 38 22 .633 —

Houston 37 23 .617 1

Dallas 32 29 .525 6½

San Antonio 25 33 .431 12

New Orleans 16 44 .267 22

Northwest Division

W L Pct GB

Oklahoma City 48 11 .814 —

Denver 39 21 .650 9½

Minnesota 32 29 .525 17

Portland 27 33 .450 21½

Utah 15 44 .254 33

Pacific Division

W L Pct GB

L.A. Lakers 37 21 .638 —

L.A. Clippers 32 27 .542 5½

Golden State 32 28 .533 6

Sacramento 31 28 .525 6½

Phoenix 28 32 .467 10

Saturday’s games

Washington 113, Charlotte 100 
Detroit 115, Brooklyn 94 
Sacramento 113, Houston 103 
San Antonio 130, Memphis 128 
Milwaukee 132, Dallas 117 
Philadelphia 126, Golden State 119 

Sunday’s games

Denver at Boston 
Portland at Cleveland 
Chicago at Indiana 
New York at Miami 
Toronto at Orlando 
Oklahoma City at San Antonio 
New Orleans at Utah 
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers 
Minnesota at Phoenix 

Monday’s games

Golden State at Charlotte 
Portland at Philadelphia 
Washington at Miami 
Atlanta at Memphis 
Houston at Oklahoma City 
Sacramento at Dallas 
Detroit at Utah

NBA scoreboard

Defensemen Seth Jones and Ryan Lind-

gren and forward Gustav Nyquist were on

the move Saturday as three Central Divi-

sion teams got a jump on the NHL’s looming

trade deadline.

The Colorado Avalanche got the ball roll-

ing with another splash by acquiring Lind-

gren and forward Jimmy Vesey in a trade

with the New York Rangers. The Minnesota

Wild answered hours later by acquiring

pending free agent forward Gustav Ny-

quist.

And the last-place Chicago Blackhawks

shipped out another veteran, sending Jones

to the defending champion Florida Pan-

thers.

The NHL trade deadline is Friday.

The Rangers acquired a second- and a

fourth-round pick, young forward Juuso

Parssinen, veteran defenseman Calvin de

Haan and the rights to un-

signed prospect Hank

Kempf. New York is re-

taining half of Lindgren’s

salary, according to a per-

son with knowledge of the

deal.

The Rangers will re-

ceive the better of their

own or the Hurricanes’ pick in the second

round and the better of Carolina’s or Van-

couver’s in the fourth round of the draft lat-

er this year, the person said.

Nashville acquired a 2026 second-round

pick from Minnesota, while retaining half of

Nyquist’s salary. The 35-year-old forward

is joining the Wild at the trade deadline for

the second time in three years.

“They’re getting a real good player, real

good,” Predators coach Andrew Brunette

said. “He’s a smart player, versatile, can

play any role on your

team. They’re getting one

of the best teammates

you’ll ever find and one of

the best people. So they’re

lucky to get him, and hope-

fully he plays up to what

he can bring.”

Florida got Jones and a

2026 fourth-round pick from Chicago for

goaltender Spencer Knight and a condition-

al first-round pick in next year’s draft. The

Blackhawks are also retaining 26% of

Jones’ salary.

“It is definitely hard, but he is going to a

good team and I think that’s what he wants,”

Chicago’s Lukas Reichel said after the

Blackhawks’ 6-3 victory over the Anaheim

Ducks. “I hope he does well there.”

Jones, 30, was the No. 4 overall pick by

Nashville in the 2013 draft. He is under con-

tact through 2030.

“Seth is a pro, great guy

in the locker room so we

wish him the best,” Chica-

go interim coach Anders

Sorenson said.

The Panthers are al-

ready deep at forward

with Aleksander Barkov,

Matthew Tkachuk, Sam Reinhart, Anton

Lundell, Carter Verhaeghe and Gustav For-

sling all locked up for at least three more

seasons after this.

Lindgren, 27, has struggled this season,

but he gives Colorado left-handed-shooting

depth on the blue line in an attempt to make

another long playoff run this spring. Vesey,

31, did not get as much playing time as he

would have liked in New York, skating un-

der 10 minutes a game, and could get a big-

ger opportunity with the Avalanche.

Avalanche, Wild, Panthers make moves in busy trade day
Associated Press

Lindgren Nyquist Jones
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NFL

INDIANAPOLIS — Receiver

Matthew Golden of Texas record-

ed the fastest 40-yard dash time in

Saturday’s workouts at the NFL’s

annual scouting combine, finish-

ing in 4.29 seconds.

It was the second-fastest time

this week in Indianapolis, just one

tick off from Maxwell Hairston.

The cornerback from Kentucky

ran a 4.28-second 40 on Friday

night.

The third of four workout ses-

sions featured quarterbacks, run-

ning backs and receivers and

Golden’s showing allowed the

Longhorns to retain the title of fas-

test receiver in the draft. Xavier

Worthy of Texas ran a combine

record 4.21-second 40 last year at

Lucas Oil Stadium.

Ten receivers and three run-

ning backs posted times under 4.4.

Dont’e Thornton Jr. of Tennes-

see ran a 4.3 and Chimere Dike of

Florida had a 4.34 were the closest

to Golden. Other notable times in-

cluded Jaylin Lane of Virginia

Tech at 4.34, Tai Felton of Mary-

land at 4.37 with Golden’s college

teammate, Isaiah Bond, and Jay-

lin Noel of Iowa State each clocked

at 4.39.

Golden did not do the vertical

jump or broad jump.

Bhayshul Tuten of Virginia

Tech was the fastest running back

at 4.32 and was followed by Jay-

don Blue of Texas at 4.38 and

Brashard Smith of SMU at 4.39.

Three receivers had vertical

jumps of at least 40 inches — Sam

Brown Jr. of Miami and Noel each

leapt 41½ inches while Lane was

measured at 40. Felton was fourth

at 39½.

Noel’s broad jump of 11 feet, 2

inches was the best in the receiv-

ers group. He was followed by

Isaiah Neyor of Nebraska (11-1)

and Lane (11 feet). Felton was fifth

at 10-10.

Two of the top-rated receivers,

Heisman Trophy winner Travis

Hunter of Colorado and Tetairoa

McMillan of Arizona, did not work

out. Heisman runner-up Ashton

Jeanty of Boise State, the top-

ranked running back, and the top

two quarterbacks, Shedeur San-

ders of Colorado and Cam Ward of

Miami, also did not work out Sat-

urday.

All five plan to do their drills in

front of scouts at their respective

college pro days.

Tuten also led the running

backs with a vertical jump of 40½

inches. DJ Giddens of Kansas

State and Cam Skattebo of Arizona

State tied for second at 39½. Quin-

shon Judkins of Ohio State had the

best broad jump (11 feet) in the

group and was followed by three

backs who went 10-10 — Giddens,

Tuten and Omarion Hampton of

North Carolina.

Only three quarterbacks ran the

40 and only four participated in

the broad jump and vertical jump.

Upton Stout of Western Ken-

tucky and Nohl Williams of Cali-

fornia led the cornerbacks with 21

and 19 reps on the bench press, re-

spectively. Caleb Ransaw of Tu-

lane was third with 16. Nick Em-

manwori of South Carolina (20),

Jaylen Reed of Penn State (19) and

Kitan Crawford of Nevada (18)

were the top safeties in the weight

room.

Two tight ends from Alabama,

CJ Dippre and Robbie Ouzts, had

the most reps of the five tight ends

who lifted Saturday. Dippre had

32, Ouzts had 26.

Ethan Downs of Oklahoma led

the defensive ends with 32 reps on

Friday night while Jordan Phillips

of Maryland led the defensive

tackles with 29 and Teddye Bu-

chanan of California and Nick

Martin of Oklahoma State each

had 26 reps to lead linebackers.

Offensive linemen will be on the

field Sunday for the final full day

of workouts in Indianapolis.

Texas’ Golden is
fastest receiver

GEORGE WALKER IV/AP

Texas wide receiver Matthew Golden runs the 40-yard dash at the NFL scouting combine in Indianapolis
on Saturday. His 4.29 seconds was the fastest of the 10 receivers who posted times under 4.4.

Kentucky CB Hairston’s 4.28 is best in 40;
Iowa St.’s Noel has top jumps among WRs

BY MICHAEL MAROT

Associated Press

MICHAEL CONROY/AP

Kentucky defensive back
Maxwell Hairston runs a drill 
at the combine on Friday.

LOS ANGELES — Quarterback

Matthew Stafford is staying with

the Los Angeles Rams under a res-

tructured contract, ending weeks

of speculation about the Super

Bowl winner’s future.

The Rams announced their new

agreement with Stafford on Fri-

day without initially revealing any

details.

Stafford, 37, had two years left

on the four-year, $160 million con-

tract extension he signed in 2022,

shortly after leading Los Angeles

to a championship in his first sea-

son with the team. But his $27 mil-

lion salary for the upcoming sea-

son was significantly less than the

compensation for most quarter-

backs of Stafford’s stature, and the

deal had only $4 million in guaran-

teed money remaining in 2025 and

none in 2026.

Stafford reached a deal to get

more guaranteed money last year

on the day before training camp

opened, and he engaged the Rams

on a second renegotiation in re-

cent weeks. The Rams apparently

were reluctant to meet Stafford’s

initial demands, even allowing the

quarterback to get an assessment

of his value to other teams in view

of a possible trade.

The Rams were concerned

about a financial commitment

that would impede their ability to

build depth, but the sides ulti-

mately came to an agreement that

will keep Stafford at the controls

of coach Sean McVay’s offense in

2025. The Rams’ social media ac-

counts went even farther, saying

Stafford “is here to stay.”

Stafford passed for 3,762 yards

and 20 touchdowns last season for

the Rams, who went 10-7 and won

the NFC West before reaching the

divisional round of the playoffs,

where they lost a close road game

to eventual champion Philadel-

phia.

The Las Vegas Raiders and the

New York Giants were among the

teams widely reported to be inter-

ested in trading for Stafford, even

discussing the framework of a po-

tential new contract with Staf-

ford’s agent. Raiders minority

owner Tom Brady and Stafford

made headlines when they ran in-

to each other recently at a Monta-

na ski resort, but Brady’s agent

said the meeting was brief and ac-

cidental.

Stafford has led the Rams to

three playoff appearances in four

seasons with the team following 12

mostly unsuccessful years with

the Detroit Lions, who traded Staf-

ford to Los Angeles in a deal for

Jared Goff in early 2021. Stafford

has passed for 14,700 yards —

sixth-most in Rams history — with

95 touchdowns and 44 intercep-

tions over those four years run-

ning McVay’s offense.

Stafford needs just 191 more

yards passing to become the 10th

quarterback in NFL history with

60,000 yards.

The Rams’ offense will get con-

tinuity at its most important posi-

tion during what could be a busy

offseason. Receiver Cooper Kupp

announced three weeks ago that

the Rams are trying to trade him,

almost certainly ending the Super

Bowl 56 MVP’s eight-year tenure

with Los Angeles.

Even if Kupp departs, McVay

and the Rams still appear to pro-

vide Stafford’s best chance by far

to contend for another Super Bowl

ring among the choices available

to him. Stafford and his wife also

won’t have to move their four

daughters from a comfortable

family life in Los Angeles.

Stafford gets restructured contract to stay with Rams

ADAM HUNGER/AP

Rams quarterback Matthew Stafford will remain in Los Angeles after
he and the team agreed to a restructured contract.

BY GREG BEACHAM

Associated Press
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INDIANAPOLIS — Shedeur

Sanders and Cam Ward stood one

podium apart Friday, each mak-

ing his case to be the first quarter-

back selected in this year’s NFL

draft at the same moment.

They couldn’t have taken more

different approaches.

Sanders arrived in a sparkly

necklace and spoke with the same

brash confidence that defined the

career of his longtime coach and

Hall of Fame father, Deion San-

ders. Ward delivered a blue-collar

message, describing his six-year

journey from overlooked Texas

prep player to Heisman Trophy fi-

nalist and now, perhaps, to being

the first pick in April.

And yet, these two college stars

managed to cast aside the playful,

public verbal barbs to show a mu-

tual respect on one of the most

crucial stages in football.

“We’ll both end up being one of

the best quarterbacks in the

league,” Ward said. “We play

around, we joke around with it

(who will be first), but it really

doesn’t mean nothing. At the end

of the day, you’ve got to show you

can improve each and every Sun-

day. You can’t just do it one year.

You’ve got to do it each and every

time you step on the field.”

Scouts will have to wait until the

players’ college pro days to get an

actual glimpse of this year’s top

two quarterbacks because Ward

and Sanders did not work out Sat-

urday with the quarterbacks, run-

ning backs and receivers in Indi-

anapolis.

They added their names to a

long list of top prospects opting to

wait to show their stuff on familiar

turf while throwing to college

teammates. The list includes Ca-

leb Williams, Bryce Young and

Joe Burrow, all quarterbacks who

were chosen No. 1 overall.

There’s no telling yet if Ward or

Sanders will be next, but each has

plenty of tape for scouts to pore

through since both started 50 or

more games while playing at mul-

tiple colleges.

Sanders and his father used

their flashy style to help revive

Jackson State in Mississippi be-

fore repeating the feat at Colora-

do. Ward threw an NCAA record

158 TD passes as he ascended

from FCS star at Incarnate Word

in Texas to became Washington

State’s starter before nearly lead-

ing Miami to the CFP playoffs.

This week, though, Sanders and

Ward seem virtually inseparable

as they stroll through the Indiana-

polis Convention Center hallways,

part of the same quarterback

group as they ponder their futures

and how to sell themselves to

coaches and general managers.

“If you ain’t trying to change the

franchise then don’t get me,” San-

ders said. “You should know histo-

ry repeats itself over and over and

over, and I’ve done it over and

over and over, so there should be

no question why an NFL franchise

should pick me.”

While there’s little debate over

their productivity or penchant for

winning, there are plenty of ques-

tions to answer.

At 6-foot-2, 215 pounds, Sanders

possesses good size, a solid arm,

mobility in the pocket and the kind

of strong personality needed from

alocker room leader. Still, he must

show the throws he made into

tight windows in college will not

become interceptions in the NFL

and he needs to eliminate his pro-

pensity for taking sacks. Others

wonder if his father’s influence

might become a problem.

Sanders shrugged off any such

doubts.

“You think I’m worried about

what critics say or what people got

to say? You know who my dad is?

They hated on him, too,” Shedeur

Sanders said. “So it’s almost nor-

mal. Without people hating, it’s

not normal for us. We like the ad-

versity. We like everything that

comes with the name. That’s why

we are who we are.”

Ward is slightly bigger at 6-2,

223 pounds, has a stronger arm, a

quicker release and throws with

more velocity. But he can struggle

with accuracy and his ability to

read coverages.

And while he’s more reserved

as a public speaker than Sanders,

those who have played with Ward

insist he has a different personal-

ity in the locker room.

“Everybody sees what he does

on the field, his confidence and ev-

erything, but the biggest thing I

would say is the type of leader he

is,” former Miami tight end Elijah

Arroyo said Thursday. “He’s not

afraid to hold people accountable.

He wants to win, and he holds the

team to a certain standard and he

doesn’t care how he’s going to get

his point across.”

But with no clear-cut favorite

entering or leaving combine week,

the debate over who’s better will

only continue to rage as they hold

campus workouts and fly around

the country for team interviews.

They just believe one thing:

Both will be successful, wherever

they land.

“I just think the work me and

him are willing to put in, the rela-

tionship we have to constantly

compete each and every day to

better our craft and ourselves,”

Ward said, “I just think it’s going

to end up paying off for us in the

long run.”

Premier QBs build cases, anticipation
Shedeur Sanders, Ward take center stage, though neither will step on the field until pro days

BY MICHAEL MAROT

Associated Press
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Colorado’s Shedeur Sanders, left, and Miami’s Cam Ward speak at
the NFL combine on Friday. The quarterbacks present different styles
on and off the field, but both are in the running to go first in the draft.

There’s little doubt a workhorse

back or even a strong backfield

tandem can propel a team into an

immediate playoff or Super Bowl

contender.

But the conventional wisdom

lately has been avoiding hefty in-

vestments at the position.

Since 2020, only five backs were

first-round draft picks and only

four went in the top 30.

The same philosophy held true

in free agency. Last year, the New

York Giants, Tennessee Titans

and Las Vegas Raiders each let

their top rushers walk away and,

perhaps not surprisingly, each

team earned top-six picks in

April’s draft.

Barkley, meanwhile, topped the

2,000-yard mark and won a Super

Bowl with the Philadelphia Eagles

while Henry and Jacobs led their

new teams, Baltimore and Green

Bay, back to the playoffs.

Will those results benefit a posi-

tion group that seemingly has a fit

for every team?

Jeanty certainly hopes so after

rushing for 2,601 yards and falling

27 yards short of Barry Sanders’

Football Bowl Subdivision single-

season record as well as falling

just short to receiver-cornerback

Travis Hunter in the closest Heis-

man Trophy race since 2009.

“There’s a need for a lot of

teams at running back, whenever

they feel necessary to draft one,”

Jeanty said.

This year’s position group is

deep, versatile and seems to have

something for everyone.

Jeanty, for instance, finished

last season with nearly 2,000

yards after contact with Boise

State.

Cam Skattebo led Arizona State

to a CFP playoff berth by rushing

for more than 1,700 yards and

catching 45 passes for 600.

“It’s pretty simple, I’m physi-

cal,” Skattebo said. “People don’t

think I’m as fast as I am, which I

am fast, but I like to punish defen-

ders because they don’t like to do

that for four quarters.”

Dylan Sampson does more than

score touchdowns, but he did

break Tennessee’s single-season

school record, a mark that had

stood nearly a century.

And TreVeyon Henderson and

Quinshon Judkins both possess

rare power-speed combinations

as Ohio State found out in its na-

tional championship-winning sea-

son. Together they gave the Buck-

eyes arguably the FBS’ best back-

field tandem.

“The best part of my game is my

breakaway speed,” said Hender-

son, who plans to run the 40-yard

dash in Saturday’s workouts fea-

turing quarterbacks and receivers

in addition to backs. “The area of

the game I’m looking to highlight

is my pass protection. I feel like

that shows what type of player you

are.”

Jeanty still feels like he has

something to prove, too — that

he’s a better receiver than he had a

chance to demonstrate at Boise

State.

Each is likely to find an NFL

home, though it’s unclear where

they may land and whether

anyone can climb high enough on

draft boards to join Jeanty as a

first-round selection.

But after this past season, Jean-

ty thinks NFL teams could be re-

warded, maybe handsomely, if

they’re willing to take a chance.

“You can see the value of run-

ning backs is definitely going back

up, so definitely coming in at the

perfect time,” Jeanty said. “It’s

not just him (Barkley), all the guys

are doing exception things in the

NFL. And right here, in my draft

class, there are a lot of great backs

as well.”

FROM PAGE 24
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Saquon Barkley signed with the Philadelphia Eagles in free agency,
rushed for more than 2,000 yards and won a Super Bowl.

Skattebo Henderson

Big-gain: Eagles, with Barkley, bucked conventional wisdom
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H
eisman Trophy runner-up Ashton
Jeanty noticed running back values de-
clining just as his college career started
to take off.

Then he watched the resurgence of free agent ac-
quisitions Saquon Barkley, Derrick Henry and
Josh Jacobs and realized things were back on the
upswing — just as Jeanty was becoming a mar-
quee name in college football.

The timing couldn’t be better for Jeanty and a
stacked crop of running backs at the annual NFL
scouting combine. Suddenly, Jeanty is considered
a possible top-15 pick in one of the strongest posi-
tion groups.

“I think there was a period of time where there
was just kind of a low (in value) at the position,”
Jeanty said. “But those guys, they’ve been doing
special deals and showing if you have a special
player at running back, it can really enhance your
offense.”

Boise State running
back Ashton Jeanty
rushed for 2,601 yards
last season, just 27
short of Barry Sanders’
Football Bowl
Subdivision 
season record.

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP

Big-gain
potential
Jeanty, deep position group hope
to cash in as value of RBs rises

BY MICHAEL MAROT

Associated Press

NFL COMBINE

“You can see the value 
of running backs is
definitely going back up,
so definitely coming in 
at the perfect time.”

Ashton Jeanty

Former Boise State RB, Heisman Trophy runner-up

SEE BIG-GAIN ON PAGE 23
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