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The Defense Department on Thursday

awarded a $6.2 billion contract to a Houston-

based firm for managing the movement and

storage of household goods for members of the

military, Coast Guard and federal workforce.

HomeSafe Alliance LLC will provide “com-

plete door-to-door” transportation of house-

hold goods, the U.S. Transportation Command

said in a news release.

It represents the first time a single firm has

handled household goods moves.

The contract runs Dec. 1 to Aug. 31, 2025.

The earliest any moves will take place under

the new contract would be late 2022, according

to the release.

HomeSafe won the contract after disputing

the original April 2020 award to American

Roll-On Roll-Off Carrier Group. HomeSafe

and another bidder, Connected Global Solu-

tions LLC, appealed to the Government Ac-

countability Office, which sustained their pro-

test in October 2020. 

The command and HomeSafe will integrate

their information technology systems and

processes as part of the changeover for the

roughly 325,000 annual shipments of house-

hold goods.

The selection of a single company to handle

movement of all goods is intended to stream-

line a system that uses more than 900 commer-

WINIFRED BROWN/U.S. Army 

Col. Varman Chhoeung, commander of U.S. Army Garrison Presidio in Monterey, Calif., speaks with Zane Whetstone, who is moving to Japan
with his family, as movers pack up his household goods in Pebble Beach, Calif., on July 16. 

Smooth moves
US firm wins $6.2B contract to handle all shipments of military household goods

BY WYATT OLSON

Stars and Stripes 

SEE SMOOTH ON PAGE 7

HANDLE WITH CARE?

Thursday’s contract represents the first time a

single firm has handled the roughly 325,000

annual shipments of military household goods. The

change comes after complaints by military families

about delays in pickups and deliveries of goods and

damage to items during transportation. A 2020

Inspector General report found that a fifth of such

shipments in 2018 had at least one damage claim.

The Navy fired the USS Connec-

ticut’s top officers and enlisted

sailor on Thursday, days after an

investigation found the nuclear-

powered submarine was damaged

last month when it struck an un-

charted undersea mountain, ac-

cording to the service.

Navy Vice Adm. Karl Thomas,

the commander of the 7th Fleet,

relieved Cmdr. Cameron Aljilani

of his command of the submarine

and removed Lt. Cmdr. Patrick

Cashin and Master Chief Petty Of-

ficer Cory Rodgers from their du-

ties as the vessel’s executive offi-

cer and chief, respectively, ac-

cording to a Navy statement. Tho-

mas cited a “loss of confidence” in

their leadership after an investi-

gation into the Oct. 2 incident in

which the fast-attack submarine

was damaged when it struck the

mountain, the Japan-based 7th

Fleet said.

Thomas’ investigation, which

had not been made public as of

Thursday, appeared to find the

collision was avoidable, according

to the statement. The admiral “de-

termined sound judgment, pru-

dent decision-making and adher-

ence to required procedures in

navigation planning, watch-team 

Nuclear sub
leaders fired
after probe 

BY COREY DICKSTEIN

Stars and Stripes 

THIEP VAN NGUYEN II/AP 

The nuclear-powered submarine
USS Connecticut struck an
uncharted undersea mountain in
the South China Sea on Oct. 2. 

SEE FIRED ON PAGE 3
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BEIJING — China’s exports re-

mained strong in October, a posi-

tive sign for an economy trying to

weather power shortages and CO-

VID-19 outbreaks.

The country’s customs agency

said Sunday that exports totaled

$300.2 billion, up 27.1% from a

year ago. That was down from a

28.1% increase in September, but

still healthy. Imports came in at

$215.7 billion, a 20.6% rise.

Exports and imports are much

higher than a year ago, when

much of the world was in the

throes of the COVID-19 pandem-

ic, but there is widespread con-

cern that economic headwinds

are slowing growth. The world’s

second-largest economy grew

4.9% in the three months ending

in September, down from 7.9% in

the previous quarter.

China’s trade surplus in Octo-

ber was $84.5 billion, up from

$66.8 billion the previous month,

the customs agency said. The sur-

plus with the United States was

down slightly to $40.7 billion,

compared to $42 billion in Sep-

tember. With the European

Union, it was $25.9 billion.

China and the U.S. are mired in

a trade war that dates from the

administration of former Presi-

dent Donald Trump. The U.S. im-

posed tariffs on Chinese products,

and China retaliated with tariffs

on American ones. U.S. Trade

Representative Katherine Tai

said last month that she planned

frank talks with her Chinese

counterparts over their differenc-

es.

China exports steady; trade surplus tops $80B
Associated Press
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Military rates

Euro costs (Nov. 8) $1.13
Dollar buys (Nov. 8) 0.8452
British pound (Nov. 8) $1.31
Japanese yen (Nov. 8) 111.00
South Korean won (Nov. 8) 1,155.00

Commercial rates

Bahrain (Dinar) .3770
Britain (Pound) 1.3482
Canada (Dollar) 1.2458
China (Yuan) 6.3989
Denmark (Krone) 6.4394
Egypt (Pound) 15.7011
Euro .8658
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.7845
Hungary (Forint) 310.66
Israel (Shekel) 3.1097
Japan (Yen) 113.40
Kuwait (Dinar) .3019

Norway (Krone) 8.5683

Philippines (Peso) 50.21
Poland (Zloty) 3.98
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7509
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3509

South Korea (Won) 1,183.43
Switzerland (Franc) .9126
Thailand (Baht) 33.16
Turkey (New Lira) 9.6969

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country of issuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates are interbank rates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

INTEREST RATES

Prime rate 3.25
Interest Rates Discount rate 0.75
Federal funds market rate 0.09
3-month bill 0.05
30-year bond 1.88

EXCHANGE RATES
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execution and risk management

could have prevented the inci-

dent,” the statement reads.

Navy officials have provided

few details about the underwater

collision, in which the service ini-

tially said the submarine struck an

“unidentified object” in Indo-Pa-

cific waters. A service official last

month said about a dozen sailors

aboard suffered minor injuries,

from which they were expected to

fully recover. U.S. Naval Institute

News reported the collision oc-

curred in the South China Sea.

After the collision, the Connec-

ticut traveled to Guam for damage

assessment and initial repairs, de-

fense officials said. It remains in

Guam and will eventually travel to

its homeport at Naval Base Kit-

sap-Bremerton, Wash., for further

repair, according to the statement

on Thursday.

Navy Capt. John Witte will soon

assume interim command of the

submarine, the Navy said. Cmdr.

Joe Sammur will assume duties as

interim executive officer and

Command Master Chief Petty Of-

ficer Paul Walters will assume du-

ties as interim boat chief, the ser-

vice said.

The Connecticut is one of three

of the Navy’s Seawolf-class nucle-

ar attack subs, which date back to

the Cold War era. It had been de-

ployed in the Indo-Pacific region

since late May, according to the

Navy.

Fired: The Connecticut will head to Washington for continued repairs
FROM PAGE 1

dickstein.corey@stripes.com
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,

Japan — The Navy’s newest

berthing barge arrived recently

at the home of the U.S. 7th Fleet to

ease a shortage of living space for

sailors whose ships are undergo-

ing long-term maintenance.

Officially called an Auxiliary

Personnel Lighter, but more com-

monly referred to as a “barracks

ship” or “berthing barge,” APL 67

is meant to provide housing for

sailors whose ships are dry-

docked or otherwise unavailable.

The 269-foot-long vessel can

accommodate 609 sailors: 537 en-

listed sailors, 44 chief petty offi-

cers and 28 officers.

By mooring the barge near the

vessel it supports, the ship’s crew

has a place to live close enough to

respond to emergencies, said

April Bairdain, a supervisor with

U.S. Naval Ship Repair Facility

and Japan Regional Maintenance

Center.

“The ready response teams and

duty sections live onboard here,”

she told Stars and Stripes on Tues-

day. “Also, if we have geo-bache-

lors who don’t have housing on the

base and habitability has been af-

fected by [ship maintenance],

then they have to live onboard the

barge also.”

No one lives aboard the new

barge just yet. It’s moored in a dry

dock while undergoing final prep-

arations but should be in service

by the end of December, Bairdain

said.

But the barge offers more than

just a place to sleep. It also pro-

vides a variety of amenities, in-

cluding classrooms, mess halls, a

convenience store, a barbershop,

a clinic and a small gym.

Built for approximately $40

million by VT Halter Marine in

Pascagoula, Miss., the barge ar-

rived in Yokosuka on Oct. 19. With

no means of propulsion, it was

hauled by tugboats first to San

Diego in July, then for 36 days

across the Pacific Ocean.

The barge provides more space

and amenities than the average

warship, but its living spaces are

still cramped and crowded. For

example, compartments for en-

listed sailors hold between 15 and

24 beds, with one or two bath-

rooms for each compartment de-

pending on its size.

Sailors can expect to live

aboard the barge four to nine

months at a time, depending on

their ship’s maintenance sched-

ule, Bairdain said.

APL 67 joins two other berthing

barges in Yokosuka, YRB 30 and

APL 40, both of which were built

in 1945. Despite their age, they are

expected to be in service another

10 years, Bairdain said.

So many ships are undergoing

maintenance at one time at Yoko-

suka that the two available live-

aboard barges were overcrowd-

ed, she said. At one point, four

ships’ crews were berthed aboard

APL 40.

“It was tough,” until Pacific

Fleet approved another barge,

Bairdain said.

Even with a new barge, Bair-

dain said, sailors still have a limit-

ed amount of living space availa-

ble while their ship is dry-docked.

She said the new barge could

house two or three crews at a

time, depending on the circum-

stances.

Naval Base Sasebo, in southern

Japan, will also receive a new

berthing barge, although its ex-

pected delivery is still three years

out, Bairdain said.

Yokosuka adds 3rd floating barracks
BY ALEX WILSON

Stars and Stripes 

PHOTOS BY DANIEL BETANCOURT/Stars and Stripes

Auxiliary Personnel Lighter 67, a berthing barge that arrived recently at Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, is meant to provide housing for sailors
whose ships are dry­docked or otherwise unavailable. 

Auxiliary Personnel Lighter 67, a 269­foot­long berthing barge that recently arrived at Yokosuka Naval
Base, Japan, can accommodate 609 sailors.

wilson.alex@stripes.com
Twitter: @AlexMNWilson
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YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,

Japan — The crew of a U.S. Na-

vy guided-missile cruiser reco-

vered a body last week while the

ship was in Tokyo Bay. 

The USS Antietam was an-

chored near Yokosuka on Oct.

28 when its crew spotted a per-

son in the water around 7 p.m.,

according to an email Thursday

from Task Force 70 spokesman

Lt. Cmdr. Joseph Keiley. 

The individual was clearly de-

ceased when pulled from the

bay, a spokesman for Japan’s

3rd Regional Coast Guard

Headquarters told Stars and

Stripes on Friday. Government

officials in Japan typically

speak to the media on condition

of anonymity as a condition of

their employment.

The Antietam sailors carried

the body to shore via a rigid in-

flatable boat, Keiley said. 

He said the person was nei-

ther an American citizen nor an

individual under the status of

forces agreement that applies to

people in Japan with the U.S.

military. Keiley said he had no

other information to provide.

The coast guard spokesman

said the body has been identi-

fied, but he declined to identify

the person or provide further

details. He said no foul play is

suspected in the death.

USS Antietam sailors recover dead body from Tokyo Bay near Yokosuka
BY ALEX WILSON

AND HANA KUSUMOTO

Stars and Stripes 

wilson.alex@stripes.com
Twitter: @AlexMNWilson
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto

RYRE ARCIAGA/U.S. Navy 

The USS Antietam steams past the USS Shiloh as the Shiloh’s sailors
salute the missile cruiser in the Philippine Sea on March 9, 2020. 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,

Japan — The base commander

has placed a local bar off-limits to

uniformed service members fol-

lowing several occasions where

Navy shore patrol found troops

drinking there after curfew.

Bar 894 Base, in the Wakamat-

sucho district of Yokosuka City, is

off-limits until further notice, base

commander Capt. Rich Jarrett an-

nounced on Thursday.

Citing “reports and evidence of

illicit activities,” Jarrett said the

bar “constitutes an imminent and

substantial risk of harm” to ser-

vice members. 

Active-duty U.S. military per-

sonnel are prohibited from con-

suming alcohol in public off base

between midnight and 5 a.m., ac-

cording to the U.S. Forces Japan

liberty order. The ban on Bar 894

is limited to uniformed personnel

only, but Jarrett encouraged civil-

ians and contractors affiliated

with the Navy to also avoid the es-

tablishment.

A Bar 894 manager declined to

comment Thursday to Stars and

Stripes. 

The ban was also posted to the

base’s official Facebook page,

where it garnered nearly 40 com-

ments as of Friday afternoon. 

One commenter alleged that the

bar was closing and locking its

doors to hide sailors from shore

patrol. Base spokesman Randall

Baucom said Friday that he could

not comment on those allegations.

He said the “illicit activities” Jar-

rett cited refer specifically to find-

ing sailors inside past curfew. 

Baucom said base representa-

tives have met with bar owners to

discuss limitations placed on sail-

ors. 

“We make a concerted effort to

ensure that if there are questions

about what the rules are and how

they apply, that we have avenues

which they can approach us with

any questions — through our legal

office, or base security or our mil-

itary liaison,” he said.

Bar 894 joins six other estab-

lishments deemed off-limits to

service members in the region. In

Tokyo, that list includes The Night

Club, Empire Lounge Bar and Vi-

brations Bar. In Yokosuka, Mo-

na’s Bar, Manila Vibe and Sasha

Latin Resto Bar are prohibited.

ALEX WILSON/Stars and Stripes 

Bar 894 Base near Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, is off­limits until further notice because of multiple cur­
few violations, base commander Capt. Rich Jarrett said Thursday.

Curfew-busting drinkers put Yokosuka
city bar off-limits to US troops in Japan

BY ALEX WILSON

Stars and Stripes 

wilson.alex@stripes.com
Twitter: @AlexMNWilson

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South

Korea — A Filipina bartender said

in court Friday that she killed the

3-year-old boy left in her care by a

U.S. soldier in September.

Jamaica Eblacas, 30, at her first

appearance at the Pyeongtaek

branch of Suwon District Court,

told a judge that she killed Noa Cal-

houn, 3, the son of Army Pvt.

James and Kourtney Calhoun.

Chief Judge Kim Seyong, part of

athree-judge panel, asked Eblacas

if she had killed the child. She re-

plied that she had.

The Calhouns were present in

court, both of them in black, civil-

ian attire. James Calhoun is as-

signed to the 61st Chemical, Bio-

logical, Radiological and Nuclear

Company at nearby Camp Hum-

phreys.

Authorities charged Eblacas, a

local bartender, with murder in

conjunction with child abuse, a

crime that carries a minimum sen-

tence of three years in prison and a

maximum penalty of death.

The judge ordered a psychiatric

evaluation for Eblacas before an

evidentiary hearing to be sched-

uled later this month.

According to police, James Cal-

houn left Noa and his 7-year-old

brother in Eblacas’ care in Pye-

ongtaek City the night of Sept. 5.

Calhoun expected to pick his chil-

dren up the next morning, he told

Stars and Stripes in September.

Later that night, however, police

responded to a disturbance call

and discovered the boy’s bruised

body in a home near the bar where

Eblacas worked.

Investigators told Stars and

Stripes that the Calhouns’ older

son was found outside the home

crying and telling neighbors, “My

younger brother appears dead.”

Around the same time, police re-

sponded to a separate call of an in-

coherent woman, whom police lat-

er identified as Eblacas, wander-

ing the streets nearby for about 40

minutes.

Chief Judge Kim Seyong ad-

dressed the Calhoun family prior

to Friday’s hearing.

“As a representative of the judge

panel, I express our condolences to

you,” he said. “We hope your [oth-

er son] can overcome shock and

pain and grow healthy and warm-

ly.”

Kim said he would deny any mo-

tion by Eblacas for a jury trial, say-

ing it would be “inappropriate for

her … considering the nature of

the case.”

Eblacas appeared to have diffi-

culty understanding the questions

posed to her in English through a

translator during the hearing. She

provided several responses that

prompted the translator and the

judge, who spoke Korean, to re-

peat their questions.

Eblacas grew visibly emotional

after admitting the charges. Asked

by Kim if she had a message for the

Calhouns, she did not reply.

“She doesn’t deserve to have

emotions right now,” Kourtney

Calhoun told Stars and Stripes af-

ter the hearing. “She deserves to

pay for what she did.”

Eighth Army and the 2nd Infan-

try Division, in an email to Stars

and Stripes in September, de-

scribed the incident as a “terrible

tragedy” and said they “will do ev-

erything possible to care for the

family in this time of profound

grief and loss.”

Woman admits to
killing 3-year-old
son of US soldier

BY DAVID CHOI

Stars and Stripes 

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong Chang
contributed to this report.
choi.david@stripes.com
Twitter: @choibboy
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Over 76% of South Koreans felt

anew social-distancing policy was

called for due to the country’s vigi-

lant response to the pandemic, ac-

cording to a recent survey from

Seoul National University.

Despite some setbacks in vacci-

nating its population, South Korea

has been lauded for its COVID-19

response and enforcing mitigation

measures earlier during the pan-

demic.

The plan announced Monday by

the Ministry of Health and Wel-

fare will relax restrictions in sev-

eral steps and evaluate its efficacy

over a span of two weeks. Each

step would ease restrictions for

business hours, curfews and

group gatherings.

The ministry described its plan

as “the road map for gradual re-

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South

Korea — Americans affiliated

with the U.S. military in South Ko-

rea were free to move about the

country as of Friday, when U.S.

Forces Korea lifted its coronavi-

rus travel restrictions.

USFK, the command responsib-

le for roughly 28,500 American

troops on the peninsula, said in a

news release its troops and other

personnel are no longer subject to

travel restrictions meant to curb

the spread of COVID-19, the coro-

navirus respiratory disease.

Looser restrictions for U.S. per-

sonnel, including Defense Depart-

ment civilian employees, contrac-

tors and family members, “better

align with the [South Korean] gov-

ernment’s ‘Living with COVID-19’

initiatives,” according to USFK.

The U.S. military population

has lived with some form of travel

restriction since the early days of

the pandemic. At first, individual

installations were locked down as

cases erupted. Widespread curbs

on travel and other activities be-

came the norm and were imposed,

eased and reimposed as the pan-

demic ebbed and flowed.

Since August, the U.S. military

has prohibited or discouraged its

population from visiting districts

in South Korea that confirmed 50

or more COVID-19 cases per

100,000 people over seven days.

USFK will continue to update its

COVID-19 hotspot map but travel

restrictions for those areas no

longer apply. The U.S. military

population is expected to adhere

to local restrictions, however, and

unvaccinated personnel are still

prohibited from entering saunas,

bathhouses, karaoke bars and

adults-only businesses.

Individual commanders may be

“more restrictive” in imposing ad-

ditional social distancing mea-

sures at their discretion, accord-

ing to USFK.

“We’re getting close to the end

of the pandemic, that’s for sure,”

USFK’s command surgeon, Army

Col. Douglas Lougee, told Armed

Forces Network Pacific on Oct. 22.

The South Korean government

on Monday announced it would

loosen its social distancing mea-

sures due to the “public fatigue”

from nearly two years of mitigat-

ing the coronavirus.

turn to normal,” with the goal of

becoming “the better Korea.”

“Today is a day we take the first

step toward a gradual return to

normal life,” Health Minister

Kwon Deok-cheol said during a

public briefing earlier this week.

“We have gone through so many

great and small crises.”

The country reported 2,344 new

COVID-19 infections Friday,

down from the record-high of

3,273 daily cases in September,

but higher than the weekly aver-

age of 2,133 cases.

Over 76% of South Koreans

were fully vaccinated as of Friday,

and at least 80% had received the

first dose of a vaccine.

USFK lifts limits; travel on peninsula OK
BY DAVID CHOI

Stars and Stripes 

choi.david@stripes.com
Twitter: @choibboy

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —

Two teenagers with the Boy

Scouts of America on Okinawa

grew a food garden and built a

haven for children affected by do-

mestic violence at a nonprofit

community center run by a re-

tired Marine and his wife.

Life Scouts Nijrell Jackson, 15,

and Leila Jackson, 13, recently

completed the projects as part of

their Eagle Scout journey. To

achieve the organization’s highest

rank, they must complete a mea-

ningful service project for their

schools, religious institutions or

communities.

Nijrell and Leila continue a

Scouting legacy begun by their fa-

ther, Gunnery Sgt. Earl Jackson, a

senior noncommissioned officer

for an ammunition company at

3rd Supply Battalion on Camp

Schwab. He became a Bear Scout

at age 9. Today, on his second tour

on the island, he’s a district chair-

man, adviser and a leader for

Scouts ages 14 to 21.

The siblings volunteered their

time to Help Oki, a community

center in Misato founded 10 years

ago by Chris Nesbitt, a retired

Marine from New Jersey, and his

wife, Yuko. The center has a pan-

try, a large thrift store and a small

room that provides shelter for

women fleeing domestic violence. 

Nijrell turned an empty space

at the center into a garden with

rows of sweet corn, carrots, dai-

kon, radishes, cucumbers, melons

and spinach.

“The whole garden was cov-

ered in weeds,” he told Stars and

Stripes while working in the gar-

den on a recent Saturday morn-

ing. “The first weekend we cut the

weeds. I wanted to do a construc-

tion project for my Eagle Scout

project, and this is something that

I thought would be a good idea for

the Help Oki community center.” 

Leila saw a need to help fam-

ilies coping with domestic vio-

lence find a place that sheltered

children along with women. Nes-

bitt said many Okinawa shelters

won’t accept clients if they arrive

with kids older than 13. 

Leila discussed several pro-

jects — a table or staircase for the

center — but settled on turning a

room within Help Oki into a place

where anyone caught in an unsafe

home environment can stay over-

night.

“Building a staircase doesn’t

have much impact on people,” she

said. “A room can help people a lot

more than a staircase, or a table,

so I thought it would help a lot of

people.” 

Earl Jackson, his wife, Maria

Jackson, and their children ar-

rived on Okinawa in March 2020.

Their involvement in Scouting

goes back several years.

The family was active in the

Boy Scouts’ California Inland Em-

pire Council where Leila became

a Cub Scout in 2016. In August

2018, Boy Scouts of America — al-

so known as Scouts BSA — opened

its ranks to young women. 

Earl Jackson connected with

Nesbitt at a meeting of Japanese

and American Scout supporters in

June 2021 where he came to seek

help for the center. 

“We do a lot of food drives,”

Nesbitt said. “We ask BSA or mil-

itary if anybody would like to drop

off food during our normal work-

ing hours of operations, that

would be greatly appreciated.” 

Nijrell first showed interest in a

project at Help Oki, and encour-

aged Leila to find an opportunity

there, too.

“She said I would love to do that

for the domestic violence haven

room,” Earl Jackson said. “They

got in contact with Chris, and they

have been working on the projects

for the last three months.” 

Although an increasing number

of young women are becoming

Eagle Scouts, it’s an achievement

that still earns local headlines. 

“I know it will help my future a

lot,” Leila said. “I know that not a

lot of people have gotten Eagle

Scout before, so I think it’s an hon-

or to get something very rare.”

Marine family brings Eagle Scout projects to Okinawa
BY FRANK ANDREWS

Stars and Stripes 

andrews.lynn@stripes.com
Twitter: @FrankAndrrws

PHOTOS BY FRANK ANDREWS/Stars and Stripes 

For his Eagle Scout project, Nijrell Jackson turned an empty space at an Okinawa community center into a
garden with rows of sweet corn, carrots, daikon, radishes, cucumbers, melons and spinach.

Eagle Scout hopefuls Leila and Nijrell Jackson
pose outside the Help Oki community center with
their father, Gunnery Sgt. Earl Jackson, a district
chairman, adviser and a Scout leader. 

For her Eagle Scout project, Leila Jackson decided
to help Okinawa families coping with domestic
violence find a place that sheltered children along
with women. 
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SEOUL, South Korea — North

Korea has conducted artillery fir-

ing exercises to bolster its defense

capability, state media reported

Sunday, its latest weapons test as

Pyongyang continues to pressure

Washington and Seoul to abandon

what it calls their hostile policy. 

An artillery firing competition

among mechanized units was held

on Saturday, with senior govern-

ment and military officials pre-

sent, the official Korean Central

News Agency reported. 

Leader Kim Jong Un was not

mentioned in the report, suggesti-

ng he did not observe the training.

He supervised a similar artillery

firing drill last year.

This year’s drills were designed

to inspect the mechanized units’

progress in their mobile combat

capabilities and to further intensi-

fy competitive training through-

out the North’s military, KCNA

said.

Since September, North Korea

has test-launched a series of new-

ly developed missiles, including

nuclear-capable weapons that

place U.S. allies South Korea and

Japan within striking distance.

Some experts say North Korea

wants its rivals to accept it as a nu-

clear power state and work to ease

international sanctions on the

country.

The North’s artillery tests draw

less outside attention than its mis-

sile tests, particularly ballistic

weapons launches that are banned

by multiple U.N. Security Council

resolutions. But its long-range ar-

tillery pieces deployed near the

border with South Korea pose a

serious threat to the South’s pop-

ulous metropolitan region and

other areas, experts say.

N. Korea stages
artillery drill in
weapons testing

BY HYUNG-JIN KIM

Associated Press

KOREAN CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY, KOREA NEWS/AP 

North Korean senior official Pak Jong Chon, left, inspects the army’s
artillery firing competition Saturday, in an undisclosed location in
North Korea.

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s military

began its annual war games in a

coastal area of the Gulf of Oman,

state TV reported Sunday, less than

a month before upcoming nuclear

talks with the West.

The report said navy and air

force units, as well as ground

forces, were participating in a

more than 386,100 square-mile ar-

ea east of the strategic Strait of

Hormuz.

Nearly 20% of all oil shipping

passes through the strait to the Gulf

of Oman and Indian Ocean.

The drill comes amid heightened

tensions between Iran and the U.S.

in the wake of former President

Donald Trump’s unilateral with-

drawal of America from Iran’s 2015

nuclear deal with world powers. 

State TV said brigades including

commandos and airborne infantry

deployed for the annual exercise.

Fighter jets, helicopters, military

transport aircraft, submarines and

drones were also expected to take

part in the drill. It wasn’t immedi-

ately clear how long the exercise

would last.

Dubbed “Zolfaghar-1400,” the

war games are aimed at “improv-

ing readiness in confronting for-

eign threats and any possible inva-

sion,” state TV said.

The nuclear deal, known as the

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-

tion, or JCPOA, promises Iran eco-

nomic incentives in exchange for

limits on its nuclear program, and

is meant to prevent Tehran from

developing a nuclear bomb.

After the U.S. withdrew from the

deal in 2018 and restored sanctions

on Iran, the Islamic Republic grad-

ually — and publicly — abandoned

the deal’s limits on its nuclear de-

velopment. 

Iran says its stockpile of 20% en-

riched uranium has reached over

463 pounds, the latest defiant move

ahead of upcoming nuclear talks

with the West. 

Under the historic nuclear deal,

Iran was prohibited from enrich-

ing uranium above 3.67%. En-

riched uranium above 90% can be

used for nuclear weapons, though

Tehran insists its nuclear program

is peaceful. 

After months of delays, the Eu-

ropean Union, Iran and the U.S. an-

nounced last week that indirect

talks to resuscitate the deal would

resume Nov. 29 in Vienna.

IRANIAN ARMY/AP 

Troops attend a maneuver in a coastal area in southeastern Iran, on Saturday.

Iran begins annual war games
ahead of nuke talks with West

Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — The Taliban-

run Afghan public health ministry

announced Sunday the start of a

four-day nationwide polio vacci-

nation campaign aimed at inocu-

lating children under age 5. 

For the past three years before

taking control of Afghanistan, the

Taliban had barred U.N.-orga-

nized vaccination teams from do-

ing door-to-door campaigns in

parts of the country under their

control. The group apparently was

suspicious the team members

could be spies for the previous

government or the West. 

Because of the ban and ongoing

fighting, some 3.3 million children

over the past three years have not

been vaccinated.

“Without any doubt polio is a

disease that without treatment

will either kill our children or

cause them with permanent dis-

ability, so in this case the only way

is to implement the vaccination,”

said Dr. Qalandar Ebad, the Tali-

ban’s acting public health minis-

ter.

Afghanistan and neighboring

Pakistan are the only countries in

the world where polio remains en-

demic and the disease can cause

partial paralysis in children. Since

2010, the country has been carry-

ing out regular inoculation cam-

paigns in which workers go door to

door, giving the vaccine to chil-

dren. Most of the workers are

women, since they can get better

access to mothers and children.

The four-day campaign will

start Monday and take place coun-

trywide, Ebad said. The estimated

target population is Afghanistan’s

10 million children under age 5, in-

cluding the more than 3.3 million

who could not be reached since

2018.

“Vaccination of (children) less

than five years of age in the coun-

try during the national immuniza-

tion days is a gigantic task. It is not

possible for the ministry of public

health alone to complete this task

successfully, so we need the sup-

port of all lined departments,”

said Nek Wali Shah Momin, a

health ministry official in the polio

eradication department. 

The Taliban’s reported endor-

sement of the campaign appeared

aimed at showing the internation-

al community they are willing to

cooperate with international

agencies. The longtime militant

insurgent force has been trying to

win the world’s recognition of its

new government and re-open the

door for international aid to res-

cue the crumbling economy.

Afghanistan begins polio vaccine push
Associated Press

The U.S. Consulate in Frankfurt

is holding an hourlong virtual in-

formation session Monday for vet-

erans, military families and all in-

terested Americans living in Ger-

many.

The event will run from 11 a.m.

to 12 p.m. and provide information

on the resources available to U.S.

citizens at the consulate as well as

from the federal benefits unit.

That unit provides services

from the Social Security Adminis-

tration, the Department of Veter-

ans Affairs, the Office of Person-

nel Management, the Department

of Labor and Medicare, among

others.

This is a chance for Americans

to hear directly from U.S. consular

officers, ask questions and con-

nect with staffers in the American

citizen services unit, according to

event organizers.

To join the zoom meeting, enter

879 416 7658 for the meeting ID,

and Y3LHPY for the passcode.

Consulate to host virtual
chat for US in Germany

Stars and Stripes 

news@stripes.com
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cial entities, the release said.

The change is driven by com-

plaints by military families about

delays in pickups and deliveries of

goods and damage to items during

transportation.

A 2020 analysis by the Depart-

ment of Defense Inspector Gener-

al found that a fifth of all domestic

household goods shipments in

2018 had at least one damage

claim. The analysis also conclud-

ed that the Transportation Com-

mand did not have reliable data to

determine whether service mem-

bers’ goods were being delivered

on time or in fit condition.

The switch to contracting a sin-

gle manager for shipments is a key

part of the command’s reforms

aimed at improving on those prob-

lems for the thousands of service

members and Defense Depart-

ment employees who relocate

each year, the news release said.

“The long-term stability and

consistent business this contract

presents will provide industry

with the confidence and rationale

to make lasting capital invest-

ments and relationships with

trusted suppliers to meet DOD’s

demand,” Air Force Col. Joel Sa-

franek, director of the Defense

Personal Property Program, said

in the release.

In October 2020, the GAO over-

turned the American Roll On Roll

Off contract after concluding that

the Transportation Command had

“conducted misleading discus-

sions with HomeSafe” and had in-

adequately evaluated the techni-

cal capabilities of the bidding

firms, among other shortcomings

in the bid evaluation process.

Smooth: DOD changes
housing shipments after
complaints from families

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
Twitter: @WyattWOlson
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SAN DIEGO — A Navy ship

named for slain gay rights leader

Harvey Milk, who served four

years in the Navy before being

forced out, was christened and

launched in San Diego Bay on Sat-

urday.

The replenishment oiler USNS

Harvey Milk slid down the ship-

yard ways after a bottle of cham-

pagne was smashed on the bow by

former Navy officer Paula M. Nei-

ra, clinical program director for

the John Hopkins Center for

Transgender Health.

Milk’s nephew, Stuart Milk, and

Navy Secretary Carlos Del Toro

watched the traditional ceremo-

ny. 

“The secretary of the Navy

needed to be here today, not just to

amend the wrongs of the past, but

to give inspiration to all of our

LGBTQ community leaders who

served in the Navy, in uniform to-

day and in the civilian workforce

as well too, and to tell them that

we’re committed to them in the fu-

ture,” Del Toro said.

Del Toro said that, like many

others, Milk had to “mask that ve-

ry important part of his life” while

he served in the Navy.

“For far too long, sailors like Lt.

Milk were forced into the shadows

or, worse yet, forced out of our be-

loved Navy,” Del Toro said. “That

injustice is part of our Navy histo-

ry, but so is the perseverance of all

who continue to serve in the face

of injustice.” 

Milk was one of the first openly

gay candidates elected to public

office. He was serving on the San

Francisco Board of Supervisors in

1978 when a former political col-

league, Dan White, assassinated

him and Mayor George Moscone

at City Hall. 

In 2016, then-Navy Secretary

Ray Mabus decided that six new

oilers scheduled to be built would

be named after civil and human

rights leaders. In addition to Milk,

they include Sojourner Truth,

Chief Justice Earl Warren, Robert

F. Kennedy, suffragist Lucy Stone

and Rep. John Lewis of Georgia. 

Del Toro told Mabus, who at-

tended the christening, that it was

a courageous decision.

“Ship names are important be-

cause they express what we value

as a Navy and as a nation and com-

municate those values around the

globe in every port of call,” Del

Toro said.

Stuart Milk, co-founder and

president of the Harvey Milk

Foundation, thanked Mabus for

providing the family details of his

uncle’s discharge from the Navy.

“He has a less-than-honorable

discharge. He was forced to resign

because he was gay,” Stuart Milk

said, adding that “we have to teach

our history to prevent ourselves

from going backwards and repeat-

ing it.”

Although there is a process for

reversing such discharges, he said

it was important to not do that for

his late uncle in order “to keep the

memory of how we did not honor

everyone in this very honorable

service.”

The naval tradition of having

ship “sponsors” went to Neira and

U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Cal-

if., who was unable to attend. 

Feinstein was in San Francisco

City Hall when Milk and Moscone

were shot and then made the stun-

ning announcement of their

deaths. The ship “will carry a rich

legacy of civic leadership,” Fein-

stein said in a letter read at the

ceremony.

“When the Harvey Milk sails,

she will send a very strong mess-

age both domestically and around

the globe to everybody that be-

lieves in freedom and justice and

liberty, that there is a place for you

in this family,” said co-sponsor

Neira.

General Dynamics NASSCO be-

gan construction of the six oilers

in San Diego in 2018 under a $3.2

billion Navy contract. The first

ship in the class, the John Lewis,

was christened this summer.

Navy launches ship named for gay rights leader
Associated Press

ALEX GALLARDO/AP

U.S. Navy shipman Aaron Henderson looks over at the USNS Harvey Milk prior to the ship’s launching in
San Diego on Saturday.
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VIRUS OUTBREAK

More than a year and a half after

COVID-19 concerns prompted the

U.S. to close its borders to interna-

tional travelers from countries in-

cluding Brazil, China, India, South

Africa, the United Kingdom and

much of Europe, restrictions are

shifting to focus on vaccine status. 

Beginning Monday, bans on

travel from specific countries are

over. The U.S. will allow in inter-

national travelers, but they must

be vaccinated — with a few excep-

tions. 

The U.S. is also reopening the

land borders with Canada and

Mexico for vaccinated people.

Most trips from Canada and Mex-

ico to the U.S. are by land rather

than air.

Here are some questions and

answers about the changes: 

Why are these changes
happening?

The goal is to restore more nor-

mal travel while limiting the

spread of COVID-19, the govern-

ment says. The travel industry

and European allies have pushed

for an end to country-specific

bans. Americans have been al-

lowed to fly to Europe for months,

and Europeans have been pushing

the U.S. to change its policies. 

What are the main
requirements?

All adult foreign nationals trav-

eling to the U.S. must be fully vac-

cinated before boarding their

flight. 

Like before, travelers will still

have to show proof of a negative

COVID-19 test taken within 72

hours of departure to the U.S. 

Everyone needs to be
vaccinated?

Yes, with some exceptions.

Children under 18 don’t need to be

vaccinated but they do need to

take a COVID test. Kids 2 and

younger are exempt from testing

requirements. 

What about adults who aren’t
vaccinated?

Since half the world remains

unvaccinated, and vaccine distri-

bution has been so skewed to rich

countries, the Biden administra-

tion is leaving a loophole for peo-

ple who live in countries where

vaccines are scarce. That list in-

cludes about 50 countries where

fewer than 10% of people have

been vaccinated. 

Travelers from those countries

will need permission from the U.S.

government to come, and it can’t

be just for tourism or business

travel. 

The U.S. government says it will

permit unvaccinated internation-

al visitors to enter the country if

there is a humanitarian or emer-

gency reason, such as an emer-

gency medical evacuation. Those

exceptions will be applied “ex-

tremely narrowly” and require

approval from the Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention.

There could also be a medical ex-

ception, with documentation from

a doctor. 

What will Americans have to do?

Americans who are unvaccinat-

ed have to show proof of a negative

COVID-19 test within one day of

international travel. 

If you’re vaccinated, you need to

take a test within three days of

your departure, for both Ameri-

cans and citizens of other coun-

tries.

Who is going to enforce the
vaccine rules?

That’s up to airlines. They will

have to verify vaccine records and

match them against ID, and if they

don’t, they could face fines of up to

nearly $35,000 per violation. Air-

lines will also collect information

about passengers for contact trac-

ing efforts. There will be CDC

workers spot-checking travelers

for compliance in the U.S. 

What if you drive in from Mexico
or Canada, or take a ferry?

The land borders have only

been open for “essential” travel.

Now, anyone can come, if they’re

vaccinated against COVID. Be

prepared to show proof of the shot

to Customs and Border Protection

agents. 

How will this affect travel?

While the administration is

characterizing this as a reopening,

some people who were technically

allowed to fly to the U.S. earlier in
the pandemic are now blocked be-
cause of their vaccination status.
Other roadblocks to normal travel
resuming are big delays in issuing
U.S. visas, which people in most
countries need to visit the U.S. for
business and tourism, and restric-
tions in other countries that make
travel difficult.

Which vaccines will let you in?
Most but not all of them. Any

COVID-19 vaccine approved for
emergency use by the World
Health Organization, which in-
clude the Pfizer, Moderna and
Johnson & Johnson vaccines used
in the U.S. as well as most used
overseas, such as AstraZeneca
and China’s Sinovac. Not current-
ly allowed is Russia’s Sputnik V
vaccine, which is authorized in 70
countries. 

What is changing
with travel to US

RICK BOWMER/AP 

Passengers walk through Salt Lake City International Airport on Oct. 7, 2020, in Salt Lake City. Beginning
Monday, bans on travel from specific countries are over. The U.S. will allow in international travelers, but
they must be vaccinated — with a few exceptions.

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — A federal

appeals court on Saturday tempo-

rarily halted the Biden adminis-

tration’s vaccine requirement for

businesses with 100 or more

workers.

The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of

Appeals granted an emergency

stay of the requirement by the

federal Occupational Safety and

Health Administration that those

workers be vaccinated by Jan. 4

or face mask requirements and

weekly tests.

Louisiana Attorney General

Jeff Landry said the action stops

President Joe Biden “from mov-

ing forward with his unlawful

overreach.”

The U.S. Labor Department’s

top legal adviser, Solicitor of La-

bor Seema Nanda, said the de-

partment is “confident in its legal

authority to issue the emergency

temporary standard on vaccina-

tion and testing.”

OSHA has the authority “to act

quickly in an emergency where

the agency finds that workers are

subjected to a grave danger and a

new standard is necessary to pro-

tect them,” she said.

A spokesman for the Justice

Department, Anthony Coley, said

in a statement: “The OSHA emer-

gency temporary standard is a

critical tool to keep America’s

workplaces safe as we fight our

way out of this pandemic. The

Justice Department will vigorous-

ly defend this rule in court.”

Such circuit decisions normally

apply to states within a district —

Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas,

in this case — but Landry said the

language employed by the judges

gave the decision a national scope.

“This is a great victory for the

American people out there. Never

before has the federal govern-

ment tried in a such a forceful way

to get between the choices of an

American citizen and their doc-

tor. To me that’s the heart of the

entire issue,” he said.

At least 27 states filed lawsuits

challenging the rule in several cir-

cuits, some of which were made

more conservative by the judicial

appointments of President Do-

nald Trump.

The Biden administration has

been encouraging widespread

vaccinations as the quickest way

to end the pandemic that has

claimed more than 750,000 lives

in the United States.

The administration says it is

confident that the requirement,

which includes penalties of nearly

$14,000 per violation, will with-

stand legal challenges in part be-

cause its safety rules preempt

state laws.

Lawrence Gostin, a professor at

Georgetown University Law Cen-

ter and director of the World

Health Organization’s center on

global health law, said it was trou-

bling that a federal appeals court

would stop or delay safety rules in

a health crisis, saying no one has a

right to go into a workplace “un-

masked, unvaxxed and untested.”

“Unelected judges that have no

scientific experience shouldn’t be

second-guessing health and safe-

ty professionals at OSHA,” he

said.

Appeals court stays vaccine mandate on larger businesses
Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Arizona on Saturday report-

ed more than 3,000 additional confirmed CO-

VID-19 cases for the third straight day as vi-

rus-related hospitalizations reached their

highest level since late September.

The state Department of Health Services’

coronavirus dashboard reported 3,592 addi-

tional cases and 60 deaths, increasing the

state’s pandemic totals to 1,186,477 cases and

21,408 deaths.

As of Friday, 1,904 COVID-19 patients occu-

pied hospital inpatient beds, the most since

1,933 on Sept. 20. 

Virus-related hospitalizations during this

fall’s surge peaked at 2,103 on Sept. 11. Hospi-

talizations then dropped to a low of 1,663 on

Oct. 15 before starting to gradually rise again.

COVID-related emergency room visits on

Friday totaled 1,623, the most since Sept. 29.

According to Johns Hopkins University da-

ta, the seven-day rolling average of daily new

cases in Arizona rose over the past two weeks,

increasing from 2,243.1 on Oct. 21 to 2,809.7 on

Thursday.

The seven-day rolling average of daily

deaths in Arizona dropped during the same

period, decreasing from 47 to 36.00.

Arizona reports more than 3K COVID-19 cases for 3rd straight day
Associated Press
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HOUSTON — Screaming. Suffo-

cating. Panicked. Unconscious.

The concertgoers at a highly an-

ticipated Houston music festival

Friday night say they were shocked

to witness how the rager brewed in-

to fatal pandemonium that left at

least eight people dead.

Rapper Travis Scott was the

headliner for the sold-out Astro-

world Festival in NRG Park, which

was attended by an estimated

50,000 people.

Here, some of them describe the

chaos they’re still trying to under-

stand:

Ariel Little of New York was in the

middle of the crowd in a prime view-

ing spot with her husband for only a

brief minute before she started to

struggle.

It was in trying to escape the in-

creasingly packed venue that the

couple realized how dangerous it

was becoming.

Little’s voice quivered with emo-

tion as she described how small she

felt gasping for air as she was bat-

tered by the crowd.

“My chest is in so much pain from

people pushing and crushing — lit-

erally crushing — my chest and in

my lungs. And all I can remember is

just screaming for him. ‘I gotta get

out! I gotta get out!’ And people we-

ren’t moving,” Little said. “They

thought it was a joke but it was like

literally people dying.”

Her husband, Shawn, surveyed

the scene quickly to find a way out.

“There was a lot of people in my

section that were kind of like

screaming and having panic attacks

just because it felt almost as if you

were under an elevator and the ele-

vator was coming down on you and

there was nothing you could do

about it,” Shawn Little said. “No one

in my section at the time was moving

because I think everyone was just in

shock of how crazy and how pan-

icked that everyone was. There was

alot of fear in people’s eyes.”

Madeline Eskins is an intensive

care unit nurse who said she was

one of the festivalgoers who passed

out as the mass of people pressed

closer to the stage. She was taken to a

slightly less crowded area for med-

ical attention, where she woke up.

Eskins, 23, of Houston, said she

then saw someone nearby who

needed medical help, and she told

them she was a nurse. When a secu-

rity guard overheard her, he asked if

she could start helping others, Es-

kins said.

“There was three people on the

ground getting CPR and the most

disorganized chaos that I have ever

seen in my life,” Eskins said.

Eskins said she tried to guide

medical staff and volunteers on how

to use a defibrillator, and she also

helped to check for pulses and do

CPR compressions on several peo-

ple.

“When the main performer came

out — like Travis — people got, like,

compressed cause they just wanted

to see him,” said Sal Salinas. “It was

like you were suffocated in there. If

you weren’t on the side or anything,

you were getting suffocated.”

Niaara Goods, 28, of New York,

said the crowd surged as a timer

clicked down to the start of the per-

formance.

“As soon as he jumped out on the

stage, it was like an energy took over

and everything went haywire. All of

a sudden, your ribs are being

crushed. You have someone’s arm

in your neck. You’re trying to

breathe, but you can’t,” said Goods,

who traveled to Texas to see friends

and to celebrate a birthday.

She said she and her friends, one

of whom was punched on the head

and jaw, were quickly separated

from each other but all escaped.

Goods said she was so desperate to

get out that she bit a man on the

shoulder to get him to move.

“Some people are laughing at us

— those who are screaming to get

out. Because they thought it was

funny. They didn’t realize it was ter-

ror,” she said.

Later, after getting to safety, she

saw the injured streaming to safety

in gurneys or in wheelchairs.

”It was literally the scariest night

of my life. I literally thought I was

going to die trying to get out. That’s

just not what you pay for,” she said.

Julian Ponce said there were

signs of injuries but he didn’t realize

there were deaths until he got home.

“It was kind of mind-blowing, like

we kept hearing people say, ‘Stop

the show. Stop the show,’ but we

didn’t know what was going on. We

heard somebody was bleeding. We

heard a lot of stuff and we weren’t

too sure,” Ponce said. “I don’t even

know how to feel. It’s just breathtak-

ing.”

GABE CASEY/AP

This still image taken from a cellphone video , fans attending a performance by rapper Travis Scott, shout
to people to “back up” during the Astroworld music festival Friday.

‘Stop the show!’: Houston
concertgoers recall chaos

Associated Press

HOUSTON — Authorities said

they would watch video, interview

witnesses and review concert pro-

tocols to determine how eight peo-

ple died at a Houston music festiv-

al when fans suddenly surged to-

ward the stage to watch rapper

Travis Scott.

City officials said Saturday that

they were in the early stages of in-

vestigating the pandemonium

that unfolded Friday evening at

Astroworld, a sold-out, two-day

event in NRG Park with an esti-

mated 50,000 people in attend-

ance. One attendee said that as a

timer clicked down to the start of

Scott’s performance, the crowd

pushed forward.

“As soon as he jumped out on

the stage, it was like an energy

took over and everything went

haywire,” concertgoer Niaara

Goods said. “All of a sudden, your

ribs are being crushed. You have

someone’s arm in your neck.

You’re trying to breathe, but you

can’t.”

Goods said she was so desper-

ate to get out that she bit a man on

the shoulder to get him to move.

The dead ranged in age from 14

to 27, and 13 people were still hos-

pitalized Saturday, Mayor Sylves-

ter Turner said. He called the di-

saster “a tragedy on many differ-

ent levels” and said it was too

early to draw conclusions about

what went wrong. Dozens were

injured.

“It may well be that this tragedy

is the result of unpredictable

events, of circumstances coming

together that couldn’t possibly

have been avoided,” said Judge

Lina Hidalgo, Harris County’s top

elected official. “But until we de-

termine that, I will ask the tough

questions.”

Experts who have studied

deaths caused by crowd surges

say they are often a result of den-

sity — too many people packed in-

to a small space. The crowd is of-

ten running either away from a

perceived threat or toward some-

thing they want, such as a per-

former, before hitting a barrier.

G. Keith Still, a visiting profes-

sor of crowd science at the United

Kingdom’s University of Suffolk,

has testified as an expert witness

in court cases involving crowds.

He said he usually does not look at

eyewitness reports in the early

stages of analyzing an incident be-

cause emotions can cloud the pic-

ture, and witnesses can see only

what’s immediately around them.

Based on fire codes, the venue

could have held 200,000 people,

but city officials limited the at-

tendance to 50,000, Houston Fire

Chief Samuel Peña said.

“It was the crowd control at the

point of the stage that was the is-

sue, especially as the crowd began

to surge toward the stage,” Peña

said.

The deaths called to mind a

1979 concert by The Who where 11

people died as thousands of fans

tried to get into Cincinnati’s Riv-

erfront Coliseum. Other past

crowd catastrophes include the

deaths of 97 people in an over-

crowded Hillsborough Stadium in

1989 in Sheffield, England, and

numerous disasters connected

with the annual hajj in Saudi Ara-

bia.

People in the Houston crowd

reported lots of pushing and shov-

ing during the performances lead-

ing up to Scott’s set.

Then when Scott took the stage,

the crowd seemed to rush to the

front, trying to get closer to the

stage, said Nick Johnson, a high

school senior from the Houston

suburb of Friendswood who was

at the concert.

“Everyone was passing out

around you, and everyone was

trying to help each other. But you

just couldn’t move. You couldn’t

do anything. You can’t even pick

your arms up,” Johnson said. “It

just got worse and worse.”

Johnson said fans started to

crush each other, and people

started screaming. He said it felt

like 100 degrees in the crowd.

Scott seemed to be aware that

something was going on in the

crowd, but he might not have un-

derstood the severity of the situa-

tion, Johnson said. A social media

posting shows fans who appear to

be dozens of rows from the stage

chanting “stop the show” while

Scott is performing. Another post

shows two fans climbing a ladder

aboard a platform and asking a

cameraman to do something. 

On video posted to social media,

Scott could be seen stopping the

concert at one point and asking for

aid for someone in the audience:

“Security, somebody help real

quick.”

In a tweet posted Saturday,

Scott said he was “absolutely dev-

astated by what took place last

night.” He pledged to work “to-

gether with the Houston commu-

nity to heal and support the fam-

ilies in need.”

Officials start
probe of deadly
surge at concert

BY JUAN A. LOZANO

Associated Press
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NEWARK, N.J. — On a recent

sun-drenched morning, the stac-

cato rhythms of a jackhammer ri-

cocheted off buildings as a work

crew dug into a Newark street to

remove an aging pipe that carried

water — and potentially a poison

— to a small apartment building.

The new pipe is copper. The old

one was lined with lead, which can

be harmful to human health even

at minute levels.

The water service line was one

of more than 20,000 made with the

toxic metal the city began replac-

ing in 2019 amid public outrage

over revelations about high lead

levels in the tap water in schools

and homes across the city.

Less than three years after the

work began, the replacement pro-

ject, initially projected to take up

to 10 years, is nearly complete.

City residents who switched to

bottled water during the crisis are

breathing — and drinking — eas-

ier. Newark, once castigated and

sued over its sluggish response to

the problem, is being held up as a

potential national model.

“I’m just happy that it’s happen-

ing and that it’s finally getting tak-

en care of so we finally get to drink

tap water again,” Newark resi-

dent Cesar Velarde said as he

watched the crew work. “I have

three cases of bottled water right

now. I don’t drink faucet water no

more because of this.”

The pipe replacement project

has been a vindication of sorts for

Mayor Ras Baraka, who faced

mounting public pressure in 2018

after the National Resources De-

fense Council, a nonprofit envi-

ronmental advocacy group, sued,

claiming New Jersey’s largest city

had failed to adequately monitor

lead levels and had downplayed

the problem to residents.

Deteriorating lead-lined pipes,

some a century old, are a problem

in many older U.S. cities, a recent

example being Benton Harbor,

Michigan. But Newark’s replace-

ment project proceeded faster

than expected, thanks to an infu-

sion of state and local funds and

an amendment to state law to pro-

tect homeowners from having to

bear the cost.

“I’ll feel better when we’re

completely finished, but I’m excit-

ed that we’re at the end of this

thing. It’ll be a huge milestone for

us,” Baraka said last week. 

Newark’s efforts led to the law-

suit being settled last January,

and drew praise from the National

Resources Defense Council. 

“It’s a pretty significant turn-

around from the early days when

the city was denying they had a

lead problem,” Erik Olson, NRDC

senior strategic director for

health, said. “We are pointing to it

as a model for other cities to fol-

low. They’re doing it much faster

than other cities have even tried to

do.”

The NRDC estimated recently

that there are as many as 12 mil-

lion lead service lines in the U.S.

Nearly half of all states don’t even

track the number of lead lines

within their borders, they found.

Lead in drinking water has

been linked to developmental de-

lays in children and can damage

the brain, red blood cells and kid-

neys.

The challenge of removing lead

from drinking water in the U.S.

came into sharp focus after the

Flint, Mich., scandal in which city

leaders switched water sources in

2014 to save money. That led to

criminal charges, though many

later were dropped, and a $641

million settlement for the resi-

dents of the poor, majority Black

city. 

Several hundred lead lines re-

main to be replaced in Newark,

many connected to buildings that

were not accessible earlier in the

project.

The process can take up to five

hours, though many replacements

take less time because they in-

volve smaller pipes that can be

pulled out and replaced by mak-

ing a smaller cut in the curbside,

said Mark Wleklik, foreperson for

Underground Utilities, a compa-

ny that has done thousands of pipe

replacements in Newark.

More than 70% of Newark resi-

dents are renters, and many of the

buildings are owned by limited-

liability corporations based else-

where that can be hard to track

down, said Kareem Adeem, direc-

tor of the city’s water and sewer

department.

“It’s hard to chase an LLC down

to Texas or Missouri or Louisiana

or California,” Adeem said. “The

renters always want the line to be

replaced, but they don’t own the

property.” 

That led the Newark City Coun-

cil to pass an ordinance allowing

tenants to provide access to build-

ings. An amendment to a state law

paved the way for public money to

be used for the replacements —

which can cost thousands of dol-

lars per home — and Newark was

able to borrow $120 million. All

those efforts allowed the city of

more than 310,000 people to accel-

erate its line replacements to as

many as 120 per day. 

The city also created a program

that trained about 75 unemployed

and underemployed residents to

work on the line replacement

crews, Adeem said.

Looking back, Baraka de-

scribed the confrontation with the

National Resources Defense

Council as “tough, tense, with no

love lost,” but he admitted learn-

ing some lessons. 

Newark drinking
water will soon
be lead free

SETH WENIG/AP 

Workmen prepare to replace older water pipes with a new copper one Oct. 21 in Newark, N.J.

Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — A Louisiana

appeals court has thrown out the

90-year prison sentence for a

drunken driver who struck nine bi-

cycle riders near a Mardi Gras pa-

rade route in March 2019, killing

two of them. 

The state 4th Circuit Court of

Appeals said the judge who sen-

tenced Tashonty Toney failed to

sufficiently spell out the reasons

for handing out the maximum sen-

tences following Toney’s guilty

plea. Therefore, the ruling said, ap-

pellate judges could not adequate-

ly review Toney’s argument that

the total sentence was excessive. 

The ruling, dated Wednesday,

sent the case back to the criminal

court in New Orleans for what the

panel requested to be a “meaning-

ful sentencing hearing.”

Blood tests showed Toney was

driving with a blood-alcohol level

above .21% as he sped down New

Orleans’ prominent Esplanade

Avenue, which was bustling with

auto, bicycle and pedestrian traffic

after the popular parade of the

Krewe of Endymion. 

Driving at speeds reaching 80

mph, Toney veered at times into

the bicycle lane, sending bicycles

and their riders flying, court re-

cords show. Authorities said he

sideswiped other cars and eventu-

ally collided with another vehicle

before coming to a stop in the

median. He ran away but was fol-

lowed and held by witnesses until

police arrived, according to court

records.

The two killed were Sharree

Walls, 27, of New Orleans and Da-

vid Hynes, 31, a Seattle man and

Tulane Law School graduate who

was visiting during Mardi Gras. 

The two died not far from where

the Endymion parade — an annual

spectacle of huge, brightly lit floats

and marching bands — had just

passed. 

Toney pleaded guilty in October

2019 to 16 criminal counts, includ-

ing two counts of vehicular homi-

cide, each of which carried a maxi-

mum 30-year sentence. His plea

agreement did not include a sen-

tencing agreement.

90-year sentence tossed in 2019 Mardi Gras bicyclist deaths
Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. —

High wind off the Florida coast

has prompted SpaceX to delay

the return of four space station

astronauts in orbit since

spring. 

The U.S., French and Japa-

nese astronauts were supposed

to leave the International

Space Station on Sunday, with

their capsule splashing down

in the Gulf of Mexico on Mon-

day morning. But with gusts

exceeding safety limits,

SpaceX bumped the departure

to Monday afternoon, with a

nighttime return to conclude

their six-month mission.

SpaceX still is aiming for a

Wednesday night launch, at

the earliest, of their replace-

ments. This flight also has

been delayed by bad weather,

as well as an astronaut’s undis-

closed medical issue. The is-

sue, described as minor,

should be resolved by launch

time, officials said.

Last week, SpaceX and NA-

SA flipped the order of the

launch and landing because of

the deteriorating weather and

the looming deadline to get the

capsule back from the space

station. SpaceX capsules are

certified for a maximum 210

days in orbit, and the one up

there now is approaching 200

days.

High wind delays the SpaceX crews homecoming after 6 months aloft
Associated Press
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Man burst into flames
after Taser used on him

NY CATSKILL — An up-

state New York man

was in grave condition at a hospi-

tal after police used a Taser to sub-

due him and he burst into flames,

authorities said.

The Times Union of Albany

reported that a 29-year-old man

walked into the Catskill village po-

lice department and got into a con-

frontation with officers. Chief

Dave Darling confirmed to the

newspaper that officers deployed

a Taser to subdue the man, who

had just doused himself with hand

sanitizer, and the man then burst

into flames.

Darling said the officers were

familiar with the man from previ-

ous encounters.

“I think they were afraid he was

going to hurt himself, and that’s

what started it,” Darling said.

Police: Man convicted of
providing illegal autopsies

KS ALMA — A Kansas

man has been convict-

ed of six counts related to illegally

performing autopsies in Wabaun-

see County, Kan.,Attorney Gener-

al Derek Schmidt said.

Shawn Parcells, 42, who lived in

Leawood and Topeka, was con-

victed of three counts of felony

theft and three misdemeanor

counts of criminal desecration.

Parcells, a self-taught patholo-

gy assistant with no formal educa-

tion, was convicted of unlawfully

obtaining money from the county

to perform three autopsies and of

performing three autopsies with-

out a pathologist, which violates

state law. 

Schmidt alleges in a lawsuit he

filed in 2019 that Parcells duped at

least 82 consumers.

Woman arrested in
murder-for-hire plot

MS JACKSON — A cen-

tral Mississippi wom-

an has been arrested for her invol-

vement in an attempted murder-

for-hire plot.

Jessica Leeann Sledge, 39, of

Pelahatchie, is charged with the

use of interstate commerce facil-

ity in the commission of murder-

for-hire, Acting U.S. Attorney

Darren J. LaMarca announced in

a press release.

Court documents allege that be-

tween September 2021 and Nov. 1,

Sledge tried to hire a hitman on

the internet with the intent to hire

an assassin to murder someone in

Mississippi. Unknown to Sledge,

the “hitman” she hired to commit

murder was an FBI Special Agent.

The intended victim was un-

harmed.

Postal worker abducted
over missing cocaine

RI PROVIDENCE — Four

men face charges in

Rhode Island after authorities

said they kidnapped a postal

worker who they mistakenly be-

lieved had stolen a shipment of

their cocaine.

The Boston Globe reported the

men were engaged in a scheme to

ship drugs from Puerto Rico to

Rhode Island and became con-

vinced the mailman had stolen

one of their packages. They held

the man at gunpoint and forced

him to take them to his home, but

released him when they realized

their error.

The incident was reported to po-

lice, who uncovered the larger

plot to import drugs. Authorities

arrested the men after intercept-

ing three packages containing 3

kilograms of cocaine. 

DA: Remains found belong
to teen missing 40 years

MA BILLERICA — Hu-

man remains found in

a Massachusetts river have been

positively identified as those of a

17-year-old girl who went missing

almost 40 years ago, authorities

said.

The remains were confirmed as

belonging to Judith Chartier

through dental records, according

to a statement from the office of

Middlesex District Attorney Mar-

ian Ryan.

The remains were found in the

Concord River in Billerica in 10

feet of water about 15 to 20 yards

from shore, the day after pieces of

the car Chartier was driving the

night she disappeared were locat-

ed in the water. Divers also found

clothing and Chartier’s laminated

work ID.

Chartier, who lived in Chelms-

ford, was last seen at around 2 a.m.

on June 5, 1982, when she left a

party in Billerica, authorities said.

The state medical examiner’s

office and a forensic anthropolo-

gist will now work with the district

attorney’s office to reconstruct the

remains in an attempt to deter-

mine a cause of death, Ryan said.

Man shooting air rifle at
squirrel injures driver

IA IOWA CITY — An Iowa

City man shooting at a

squirrel in his yard with an air ri-

fle unintentionally shot and

wounded a man from Missouri

who was driving by at the time,

law enforcement authorities said.

Philip Olson, 69, of Iowa City,

turned himself in to police after

hearing about the man being in-

jured, Iowa City police and the

Johnson County prosecutor’s of-

fice said. 

Olson said he was shooting at

the squirrel from inside his home

and missed.

Police found a 20-year-old man

inside a vehicle that had crashed.

He appeared to be suffering from

a gunshot wound to the head.

The man’s family identified him

as Gabriel Heefner, of Kirkwood,

Mo., a lance corporal in the Ma-

rines, who was visiting his grand-

parents, The Cedar Rapids Ga-

zette reported. Heefner was taken

to a hospital and remained hospi-

talized Friday.

Cop hit by truck fleeing
shoplifting, 3 arrested

CT NAUGATUCK —

Three people have been

arrested after a pickup truck flee-

ing a shoplifting incident struck

and wounded a Connecticut police

officer before leading authorities

on a multi-town chase.

Naugatuck police said a local of-

ficer was directing traffic at a con-

struction site on Route 63 when

the truck sped up and struck him

after he signaled it to stop. The of-

ficer, who managed to call for help

on his radio, was hospitalized with

two broken legs and will need sur-

gery, authorities said.

The pickup had fled a shoplift-

ing incident at a Walmart in Nau-

gatuck, and another officer arrest-

ed one of the three people at the

scene, police said.

Officers chased the truck into

Waterbury, Wolcott and back to

Waterbury before stopping it in

Middlebury, authorities said.

During the pursuit, police said

people in the truck threw out

drugs, money and a pistol, all of

which were recovered.

Hospital to pay off loans
to entice nurses

MS GULFPORT — A

Mississippi hospital

looking to hire more nurses amid a

nationwide nursing shortage is

now offering to help pay off stu-

dent loans of new hires.

The Sun-Herald reported that

Memorial Hospital in Gulfport is

offering to repay loans up to

$20,000 for inpatient nurses and

registered nurses who work in

long-term care facilities and sign a

two-year contract. This is on top of

incentives the hospital is already

offering such as seasonal pay,

more money per hour, and tuition

reimbursement.

“As the preeminent health-care

system for the Mississippi Gulf

Coast, Memorial realizes that in

order to recruit, retain and devel-

op top talent, our health system

must offer a competitive total re-

wards package in order to main-

tain our standing as the best in the

region,” Memorial Vice President

of Human Resources Myron

McCoo told the newspaper in a

statement.

RANDY HOEFT, THE YUMA (ARIZ.) SUN/AP

A man and woman use plastic discs to help navigate the Colorado River during a float down Friday, in Yuma, Ariz.

Catching some rays on the river

THE CENSUS

9 The height in feet of a video game joystick made of wood,
rubber and steel that made it into the Guinness Work Records

2022. Dartmouth College professor Mary Flanagan created the giant controller
— nearly 14 times the size of an original classic Atari controller — in 2006 to
celebrate her childhood experience of “maniacally” playing Atari 2600 video
games. It takes at least two people to operate the joystick and push the button
to play classic Atari games such as “Centipede” and “Breakout.”

From The Associated Press
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BAGHDAD— Troops deployed

around Baghdad on Sunday fol-

lowing the failed assassination at-

tempt with armed drones that tar-

geted the residence of Iraq’s

prime minister. The attack signif-

icantly ramped up tensions

sparked by the refusal of Iran-

backed militias to accept last

month’s parliamentary election

results.

Seven of Prime Minister Musta-

fa al-Kadhimi’s security guards

were wounded in the attack by at

least two armed drones in Bagh-

dad’s heavily fortified Green Zone

area, according to two Iraqi offi-

cials. They spoke on condition of

anonymity because they were not

authorized to give official state-

ments.

Al-Kadhimi was unharmed. He

later appeared on Iraqi television,

seated behind a desk in a white

shirt, looking calm and composed.

His left hand appeared to be wrap-

ped in a bandage. An aide con-

firmed a light cut. 

“Cowardly rocket and drone at-

tacks don’t build homelands and

don’t build a future,” he said. Lat-

er on Sunday, he received Iraqi

President Barham Salih and head-

ed a government security meet-

ing.

Residents of Baghdad heard the

sound of an explosion followed by

heavy gunfire from the direction

of the Green Zone, which houses

foreign embassies and govern-

ment offices. Handout photos

showed the damage in al-Kadhi-

mi’s residence, including

smashed windows and doors

blown off their hinges. 

There was no claim for the at-

tack, but suspicion immediately

fell on Iran-backed militias who

had been publicly attacking al-

Kadhimi and issuing threats. It

came amid a stand-off between se-

curity forces and the pro-Iran Shi-

ite militias whose supporters have

been camped outside the Green

Zone for nearly a month. They

gathered after rejecting the re-

sults of Iraq’s parliamentary elec-

tions, in which they lost around

two-thirds of their seats.

Brig. Gen. Yahya Rasool,

spokesman for al-Kadhimi and

Iraq’s commander in chief, told

the Beirut-based Al-Mayadeen

TV that the drone flew in from

southeast Baghdad at low altitude

and could not be detected by de-

fensive systems.

Some of the leaders of the most

powerful militia factions loyal to

Iran openly blamed al-Kadhimi

for Friday’s clashes and a protes-

ter’s death.

Qais al-Khazali, leader of the

Asaib Ahl al-Haq militia, in a

statement Sunday, suggested the

militias were being framed, call-

ing for an investigation and for the

punishment of the perpetrators.

Influential Shiite cleric Muqta-

da al-Sadr, who won the largest

number of parliament seats in the

Oct. 10 elections, denounced the

“terrorist attack,” which he said

seeks to return Iraq to the lawless-

ness and chaos of the past. While

al-Sadr maintains good relations

with Iran, he publicly opposes ex-

ternal interference in Iraq’s af-

fairs.

IRAQI PRIME MINISTER MEDIA OFFICE/AP

Prime Minister Mustafa al­Kadhimi was unharmed in an assassination
attempt by armed drones that targeted his residence early Sunday .
The attack was a major escalation amid tensions sparked by the
refusal of Iran­backed militias to accept last month’s parliamentary
election results. 

Iraq PM survives failed
assassination attempt

Associated Press 

ROME — A German humani-

tarian ship with more than 800

rescued migrants, including 15 ve-

ry young children, steamed into a

Sicilian port on Sunday after being

granted permission by Italian au-

thorities following days of waiting

in the Mediterranean Sea. 

The charity group Sea-Eye said

the vessel Sea-Eye 4 was assigned

to the port of Trapani, in western

Sicily, on Saturday evening. Most

of the adults were to be trans-

ferred to other ships for preventa-

tive quarantine against CO-

VID-19, while some 160 minors,

including babies and other chil-

dren younger than 4, were to be

taken to shelters on land. 

Many of the passengers came

from countries in West Africa,

Egypt or Morocco, said Giovanna

di Benedetto, an official from Save

the Children in Italy. 

Shouts of joy from those aboard

Sea-Eye 4 could be heard on Tra-

pani’s dock as the vessel drew

near, SkyTG24 TV reported.

About half of the migrants were

rescued from a sinking wooden

boat on Nov. 4, while the other pas-

sengers had been plucked to safe-

ty from the sea in separate oper-

ations. 

Boat with 800
migrants lands
in Sicilian port

Associated PressTens of thousands of protesters

marched peacefully through the

center of Glasgow, Scotland, on

Saturday, urging politicians and

business leaders attending the

COP26 climate talks to do more to

stem global warming.

More than 100,000 people

braved rain and wind to chastise

the world’s biggest emitters for

not doing enough to cut planet-

warming pollution, according to

the COP26 Coalition, a U.K.-based

network of environmental groups

and non-governmental organiza-

tions. They said that about 300

demonstrations took place around

the world.

Spirits were high even as the

downpour soaked placards. Peo-

ple carried loud speakers and

banged on steel drums. As the

demonstration turned down Sau-

chiehall Street, one of the city’s

main shopping areas, residents

stuck their heads out of apart-

ments, waving and cheering

along. An inflatable cow floated

above the crowd to highlight the

need to tackle emissions of super-

warming methane gas.

Anger focused mainly on some

of the world leaders including for-

mer U.S. President Donald Trump

and Australian Prime Minister

Scott Morrison, who leads one of

the only major developed nations

that’s resisted calls to set more

credible climate targets. “Bad pol-

iticians ruin the planet,” read one

sign. Brazil’s leader Jair Bolsona-

ro was also a common target as the

Amazon rainforest burns.

One attendee held a banner that

said “environmentalism without

class struggle is just gardening.”

The slogans underscored how cli-

mate change is an unfair problem:

Countries that contributed the

least greenhouse gases to the at-

mosphere are often the ones most

vulnerable to the impacts of global

warming.

ANDREW MILLIGAN/AP

Climate activists attend a protest organized by the COP26 Coalition
Saturday in Glasgow, Scotland.

COP26 attracts tens of
thousands of protesters

Bloomberg News

VIENNA — A 27-year-old man

who stabbed four people with a

knife on a German high-speed train

apparently attacked his victims “at

random” and showed signs of men-

tal illness, authorities said Sunday.

Police and investigators told re-

porters in Neumarkt in der Oberp-

falz that the attacker’s intentions

were still unclear, but there is no in-

dication currently of a terror mo-

tive.

Shortly before 9 a.m. on Satur-

day, police received a call alerting

them that a man with a knife was at-

tacking passengers on Intercity

Express train 928, which was trav-

eling from Regensburg to Nurem-

berg in southeastern Germany.

Using a 3.1-inch folding knife,

the suspect first went after a 26-

year-old man in the same train car,

wounding him in the head. The sus-

pect then attacked a 60-year-old

man, who was wounded on his head

and torso, and another 60-year-old

man, who also was wounded.

At that point, the suspect fled to

another train car and stabbed a 39-

year-old man on his upper body. 

All four victims were from the

Regensburg and nearby Passau ar-

ea and were taken to nearby hospi-

tals.

Police said the suspect, a Syrian

citizen, came to Germany in 2014

and was granted asylum in 2016.

He had been living in Passau. In-

vestigators said an initial evalua-

tion suggested he suffered from

mental illness.

The high-speed train pulled into

Seubersdorf, a station between Re-

gensburg and Nuremberg, and po-

lice officers quickly arrested the

suspect “without resistance.” 

German train attacker stabbed passengers ‘at random’
Associated Press
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MILAN — Archaeologists in

Pompeii excavating a villa amid

the ruins of the 79 A.D. volcanic

eruption that destroyed the an-

cient city have discovered a

cramped dormitory and storage

room that offers “a very rare in-

sight into the daily life of slaves,”

officials said Saturday. 

The room was discovered in a

villa in the Pompeii suburb of

Civita Giuliana, just a few steps

from where archaeologists in Ja-

nuary discovered the remains of

a well-preserved ceremonial

chariot.

The room, with just one high

window and no wall decorations,

contains the remains of three

beds made out of wood. The beds

were adjustable, with two mea-

suring 1.7 meters and one just 1.4

meters, possibly indicating that a

family with a child had lived

there.

Nearby, a wooden chest con-

tained metallic objects and tex-

tiles that “appear to be part of

harnesses for horses,” according

to the archaeological park. There

also was a wooden steering ele-

ment for a chariot.

Chamber pots and other per-

sonal objects were under the

beds, while eight amphorae — an

ancient vessel used as a storage

jar — were in a corner, suggesti-

ng storage for the household. 

AP 

A view of the latest finding in Pompeii, Italy. Archaeologists,
excavating a villa amid the ruins of the 79 A.D. volcanic eruption, have
discovered a room that served as both a dormitory and storage area,
which officials said offered “a very rare insight the daily life of slaves.” 

Pompeii dig offers glimpse
into the daily life of enslaved

Associated Press 

waving everyone out of the water.” 

Douglas said the 57-year-old man

was a regular at the beach. He said

the search would go on for as long as

possible Saturday and resume at

first light on Sunday, if he is not

found. 

Douglas praised the teenagers for

making “a fantastic effort” and re-

acting quickly by alerting emergen-

cy services and providing informa-

tion to assist the search. 

At least five Water Police and res-

cue boats and two helicopters were

scouring the area and an ambulance

was sent to the scene.

All beaches in the area have been

closed.

SYDNEY — Rescue services in

western Australia were searching

for a man who was attacked by mul-

tiple sharks, police said. 

Two teenagers on a boat saw what

they believed was a shark attack at

Port Beach in the North Fremantle

suburb of Perth on Saturday morn-

ing and alerted other swimmers to

get out of the sea and called emer-

gency services. 

Police were unable to confirm

how many sharks were involved in

the attack but Western Australia Po-

lice Acting Inspector Troy Douglas

said it was “obviously at least one.”

Some reports quoting witnesses

said the attack involved a white

shark and a tiger shark. 

“I was about to go into the water

and actually a lady stopped me and

said ‘don’t go in there. There’s been a

shark sighting,’” said Suzette Hard-

ing. “And then within a minute or so

... these young boys in the dinghy

came screaming up along the beach,

Rescuers in west Australia search for man attacked by sharks
Associated Press
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P
owerful young women with strong points of view.

Those are the roles Hailee Steinfeld has grown into on

screen since her first feature film, when she was nominated at

age 14 for an Oscar for her portrayal of the sharp-witted Mat-

tie Ross in the Coen brothers’ “True Grit.” She’s died as a star-

crossed lover in an adaptation of “Romeo and Juliet,” romped

alongside giant Transformers in the sci-fi film “Bumblebee”

and immersed herself in the dark coming-of-age comedy

“The Edge of Seventeen.” On Steinfeld’s soaring trajectory, no two girls, teens or

women are alike.

Now 19th century poet Emily Dickinson comes alive through Steinfeld in the

third and final season of the quirky period dramedy “Dickinson,” which pre-

miered Friday on Apple TV+. A daring look at the poet in her formative 20s, the

final installment of the ambitious series marks the end of a unique production

about an enigmatic American icon.

“I probably wouldn’t have understood the depth of Emily, her work or her story

without the series, so I’m grateful to this show for serving as an introduction to her.

I hope that it does that for others,” said Steinfeld, 24, who also serves as an exec-

utive producer on the series.

Along with “Dickinson” creator Alena Smith, Steinfeld spoke about the chal-

lenges of bringing the beloved poet to life, what prepared her for the role and what

lies ahead for the actor and singer from Tarzana, Calif. — namely her leap into the

Marvel Cinematic Universe as the avenging archer Kate Bishop in the Disney+

superhero series “Hawkeye.” (This interview has been edited for length.)

Los Angeles Times: You’ll go from the

kerosene­lit “Dickinson” to the billion­watt

“Hawkeye ...”

Steinfeld:Going from a corset to a super-

hero suit, not so different.

There  are  heroic  elements  to  both

women.

Steinfeld:With something like “Haw-

keye,” where it is this epic, show-stopping,

mind-blowing Marvel Cinematic Universe

(production), it’s like I still can’t believe I’m

in it. It’s so crazy to me. It’s so big. But the

character feels so real it didn’t ever not feel

that way when we were doing it. That’s

something I think I’m ultimately drawn to.

The final season of “Dickinson” takes

place in the middle of the Civil War, when

the characters and country are faced with

tragedy, hopelessness and division. Emily

and her poetry become a ray of light in the

darkness, so in a sense, she’s also saving

the day — or at least feeding the depleted

soul. That had to feel close to the bone,

since  all  10  episodes  were  shot

midpandemic and within months of the Jan.

6 insurrection.

Steinfeld: I personally was feeling the

hopelessness of the time. And with Emily, I

felt she was in a similar situation because

she’s really struggling to find how she can

be of use to the the war effort — and not just

the war in the country, but in her family. I

was like, “In what way, shape or form can I

do something?” This season served as a les-

son and a reminder that Emily didn’t neces-

sarily have to be on the front lines to help

and to make change and to make a differ-

ence and to bring light into people’s world.

Emily was a private person, and what we

know of her today is largely extrapolated

from her writing. Did that ambiguity afford

you freedom as a performer, or was it like,

“Oh no, I don’t have a blueprint?”

Steinfeld: It was intimidating at first, but

mostly because I was not able to personally

understand the poetry. I was initially frus-

trated by that. I didn’t get her poems off of

the first read, but I loved the fact that they

kept me coming back, desperately trying to

understand. ... A three-line poem had me up

for days. At the beginning, I was like, “This

is the worst thing ever. How am I ever going

to get to the bottom of this and break this

down and feel connected to it?” But it kept

me coming back, and I loved that. The poet-

ry is the reason we’re able to make this

show.

Alena, why did you choose Hailee for the

role of Emily?

Smith: She is such a phenomenal, multi-

faceted talent. My writing and the tone of

“Dickinson” goes to a million different plac-

es. It’s a broad comedy, it can be extreme,

it’s a personal family drama. There’s mag-

ical realism and crazy, almost music-video

moments. Hailee can handle all of that and

just go on the ride. She’s a force of nature

herself, much the way that I was trying to

portray Emily Dickinson. She was not sup-

posed to be a shy, retiring, strictly period-

biopic version of Emily. Hailee is really

masterful, even in her young age, at being

present, and that feels like a real secret to

this character. Because it’s through Emily’s

consciousness that the world becomes the

magical place that it is.

Part of that surrealism is in the dialogue

and mannerisms of the characters. They

use  modern  slang,  they  throw  dance

parties, they hook up in the barn and go to

the spa.

Steinfeld: Right, the dialogue. I loved

that idea initially, but then we went to do it.

… I’m in a corset that’s super tight, in this

incredibly detailed and specific set and

thinking, “This is weird. It’s not working.”

This show is so rooted in history, so to speak

so casually felt very strange. I went to Alena

multiple times, and I said, “There’s got to be

another version of this.” She just was like,

“Trust me.” David Gordon Green, who shot

our pilot, also helped us find that quirkiness

in the tone of this show. … Ultimately, the

poems needed to feel like a conversation

and be part of her inner monologue for me

to find confidence and be comfortable in

that balance [with] the modernism.

Some folks were upset that the show

infused these 19th century characters with

contemporary attributes.

Steinfeld: It was one of the things I loved

about this show when I read the first two

episodes of Season 1. It was like, how fun!

Who’s to say they didn’t speak like this?

They got angry. They curse. Maybe they

had different words or different terminol-

ogy, but whatever. They were human!

Alena, did Hailee’s previous roles give

you confidence that she’d nail the tricky

dualism of “Dickinson”?

Smith: Hailee was 13 in “True Grit,” a pe-

riod piece that was brought to life in this in-

credibly contemporary, bold way. She turn-

ed in a performance that felt so authentic

and truthful to a contemporary coming-of-

age story. And her music performances too

— Hailee has swagger, and I wanted my

Emily Dickinson to have swagger. That is a

defining characteristic of this character,

particularly in Season 1, when the world has

really got her down but she just refuses to be

stymied by it, and she’s basically telling ev-

erybody things that they don’t know how to

handle and what to do with. It wasn’t a part

for a delicate flower. I needed somebody

with fire and charisma and power.

Apple TV+

Hailee Steinfeld is pictured in “Dickinson,” a daring look at iconic 19th century American poet Emily Dickinson during her formative years. 

Power 
in poetry
Hailee Steinfeld has superhero swagger, 
but Emily Dickinson kept her up at night

BY LORRAINE ALI

Los Angeles Times 

Q&A
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ACROSS

 1 — B’rith

 5 Hirohito’s title 

(Abbr.)

 8 Beer ingredient

 12 Typical BTS fan

 14 Luau strings

 15 Sci-fi passage

 16 Funny person

 17 Mornings, briefly

 18 Fire engine 

sounds

 20 Quartz variety

 23 Greek salad 

cheese

 24 Pivot

 25 Church activity

 28 Cauldron

 29 Brash

 30 “How frus-

trating!”

 32 Vocabulary

 34 Apple center

 35 Swiss river

 36 Orderly grouping

 37 Nome’s state

 40 Blackbird

 41 Deep cut

 42 Training session

 47 Memory method

 48 “Scarface”

 49 Tag sale words

 50 “Of course”

 51 Halt

DOWN

 1 Texter’s 

“Incidentally”

 2 “The Matrix” 

character

 3 — Lingus

 4 Prisoner

 5 Conceits

 6 Director Brooks

 7 Keep

 8 “Yay!”

 9 Tom Joad, 

for one

 10 Drudge

 11 Swift jets

 13 Words said 

with a sigh

 19 Teeny

 20 Nile biter

 21 Radiate

 22 Car

 23 Make a name 

for oneself?

 25 Erode

 26 Mr. Stravinsky

 27 Law firm aide, 

for short

 29 Minn.  

neighbor

 31 “Psst!”

 33 Skin problems

 34 Fruity desserts

 36 “Diana” singer

 37 Taj Mahal site

 38 Asian nation

 39 Wine region

 40 Curved lines

 43 Flamenco cheer

 44 Stolen

 45 Sean — Lennon

 46 Vigor

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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OPINION

N
early 10 months since President

Joe Biden was inaugurated, and

three months after Iranian

President Ebrahim Raisi as-

sumed office, Washington and Tehran are

nowhere near reaching an accord over

Iran’s controversial nuclear program.

There are many reasons for this failure.

But one, in particular, is routinely under-

appreciated in the United States: what a

fundamental matter of principle the nucle-

ar program is for most Iranians.

“We should never have signed it,” said

Akbar Etemad, the founder of Iran’s nucle-

ar program, in 2009. “It was not a fair trea-

ty. I never would have allowed it.”

But Etemad was not referring to the

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action

(JCPOA) — commonly referred to as the

“Iran nuclear deal” — as one might expect.

Instead, the “it” was the 1968 Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons

(NPT).

Significantly, like thousands of Iranians

who fled their country around the time of

the 1979 revolution, Etemad nurses a vig-

orous dislike of the Islamic Republic that

came into power that year — and a staunch

loyalty to the pro-Western monarchy that

it overthrew. However, when it comes to

Iran’s nuclear program, he directs surpris-

ingly little of his frustration at the ruling

ayatollahs. Instead, Etemad blames his

former boss, Shah Mohammad Reza Pah-

lavi, for signing the NPT — and the West-

ern powers for keeping Iran subjugated

ever since.

He is not the only one. Other former

aides and officials from the Shah’s govern-

ment — who regularly condemn and vilify

the country’s current rulers — have ex-

pressed their begrudging respect for how

Iran has handled its nuclear disagree-

ments with the United States and other

powers. This curious unity among Iranians

of such radically different political persua-

sions derives from the history of Iran’s nu-

clear program and helps explain why the

country refuses to shutter its program de-

spite Western sanctions and pressure.

Iran first joined the atomic age in 1957

when the Eisenhower administration —

under a landmark U.S.-Iran Nuclear Coop-

eration Agreement — pledged to assist the

country in developing nuclear technology

for medical purposes — and offered six

kilograms of low-enriched uranium for nu-

clear research. This, ironically, was just

four years after Eisenhower had autho-

rized the CIA to overthrow Iran’s popular

prime minister, Mohammad Mosaddegh,

for attempting to nationalize the country’s

oil industry and move Iran in the direction

of controlling its own energy destiny. For

the Shah, the promotion of nuclear energy

was an important demonstration of the

country’s modernity — but also of the idea

that a close alliance with the United States

could pay significant dividends in Iran’s

advancement.

In the years since, the controversy over

Iran’s nuclear program has become some-

thing of a self-fulfilling prophecy — Iran

enriches uranium far beyond the point that

it actually needs, and the United States un-

dertakes erratic and inconsistent policies

toward Iran’s nuclear program, many of

which have simply widened the gap be-

tween the sides.

For Etemad and others like him, howev-

er, the problem is actually the NPT, and

the entire framework of international reg-

ulations that it enforces. They assert this

framework has held back scientific pro-

gress in Iran, while unfairly promoting the

interests of the United States and the

world’s other nuclear superpowers.

“Only small countries joined” in 1968,

Etemad explains. “Burkina Faso, Nicara-

gua, the Fiji Islands. The countries that ac-

tually had a chance of getting nuclear pow-

er -— India, Pakistan, Israel — they stayed

out. Only we signed.” This may seem like

ancient history, but Iranian leaders — as

well as some of their most vigorous critics

abroad — feel that, when it comes to the

nuclear program, their country has been

punished for following the rules-based in-

ternational order, while other midsized

countries have been rewarded for flouting

it.

Indeed, the countries mentioned by Ete-

mad have all developed nuclear weapons

since 1968 without facing the harsh sanc-

tions levied against Iran. Dozens of other

signatories to the NPT have faced ques-

tions about their nuclear programs in the

way Iran has — but without finding them-

selves subjected to harsh sanctions or bel-

licose rhetoric about regime change.

Seen from the perspective of Tehran,

then, the only reason Iran’s nuclear pro-

gram has produced so much controversy is

because Iran operates within the frame-

work of the NPT — which means that even

the slightest question raised by interna-

tional inspectors immediately gets escalat-

ed into a political crisis in the United

States.

Iranians see the controversy over their

nuclear program as a political issue — one

born not out of Iranian misbehavior or vio-

lations of the international order, but of the

enmity between their nation and the Unit-

ed States. The United States and its allies,

both in Europe and the Middle East, have a

very different take. They have legitimate

concerns about a range of Iranian activ-

ities, including support for regional mili-

tias and domestic human rights issues,

which help frame the conflict over Iran’s

nuclear program.

But the history helps explain why Ira-

nians across the political spectrum sup-

port the nuclear program, despite the

harsh sanctions imposed by the West. It al-

so reveals that they have a legitimate com-

plaint about the provisions of the NPT be-

ing enforced inconsistently, depending on

a country’s relationship with the United

States. Understanding this historical real-

ity also helps explain why Iran probably

will continue taking a hard line in negotia-

tions with the Western powers, and why

the best chance of limiting Iran’s nuclear

program may, ironically, be accepting its

existence.

Iran won’t cave on nuclear program
BY JOHN GHAZVINIAN

Special to The Washington Post 

John Ghazvinian is executive director of the Middle East Center
at the University of Pennsylvania. He is the author of “America
and Iran: A History, 1720 to the Present.”

T
he promise of a pill — an oral anti-

viral that would fight the corona-

virus — is becoming a reality.

Pfizer’s announcement Friday

that it has achieved excellent results in a

clinical trial with an antiviral that can pre-

vent hospitalization and death is a very en-

couraging moment in the complex and diffi-

cult struggle.

Vaccines are still the best protection. But

a simple pill that people can take on their

own could be easier and more accessible

than vaccines or therapies that require in-

travenous delivery. It won’t have to be kept

at very cold temperatures, so distribution

will be easier. It might help expand treat-

ment to poor and neglected corners of the

world that are still short of vaccines. To-

gether with Merck’s development of a simi-

lar antiviral, there is reason to hope for a

wave of effective treatments.

These drugs have been developed with

unprecedented speed — it usually takes

years — and Pfizer must still publish de-

tailed results, complete the trials still un-

derway, and get government authorization,

which the company said it would seek as

soon as possible. The antiviral, to be mar-

keted as Paxlovid, reduced the risk of hospi-

talization or death by 89% compared with a

placebo in high-risk adults with COVID-19

who were not hospitalized. If borne out, this

could dramatically take the pressure off

overloaded hospitals.

Unlike a vaccine, which protects against

infection, an antiviral is effective when tak-

en right after infection — within three days

in this case. This will require much wider

use of rapid diagnostic testing than exists

today so people will know they are infected

with COVID-19 and can reach for the drug.

The Merck drug mimics the building

blocks of ribonucleic acid, or RNA, causing

viral replication to go haywire by creating

mutations — so many that the viral genetic

machinery fails. This has caused some wor-

ry about possible side effects, especially in

pregnancy. The Pfizer antiviral uses a dif-

ferent approach, what’s known as a pro-

tease inhibitor, which blocks the activity of

an enzyme that the coronavirus needs to

replicate. It functions at a stage before viral

RNA replication. Pfizer said in a preclinical

study, the drug showed no evidence of “mu-

tagenic DNA interactions.” The drug ap-

pears to work against different coronavirus

variants. Pfizer’s clinical trial combined the

new antiviral with a low dose of ritonavir, an

antiretroviral used in the treatment of HIV/

AIDS, which helps prolong the presence of

the new antiviral in the body.

In the vaccine rollout, rich nations got

first claim on the shots while poor ones

waited. Pfizer must work hard to overcome

this imbalance with the new antiviral. The

company pledged to use tiered pricing,

charging more to those who can afford it

and less in low-income countries.

In the battle against the virus, every step

counts, from face masks and hand hygiene

to vaccines and ventilation. Now comes an-

other potentially groundbreaking stride to-

ward reducing sickness and death, and

none too soon.

New vistas appear in fight against COVID-19
Washington Post 
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SCOREBOARD

PRO FOOTBALL

American Conference

East

W L T Pct PF PA

Buffalo 5 2 0 .714 229 109

New England 4 4 0 .500 206 164

N.Y. Jets 2 6 0 .250 144 251

Miami 1 7 0 .125 138 233

South

W L T Pct PF PA

Tennessee 6 2 0 .750 227 195

Indianapolis 4 5 0 .444 245 213

Jacksonville 1 6 0 .143 123 203

Houston 1 7 0 .125 119 241

North

W L T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 5 2 0 .714 187 164

Cincinnati 5 3 0 .625 220 162

Pittsburgh 4 3 0 .571 132 142

Cleveland 4 4 0 .500 183 180

West

W L T Pct PF PA

Las Vegas 5 2 0 .714 180 166

L.A. Chargers 4 3 0 .571 172 177

Denver 4 4 0 .500 157 137

Kansas City 4 4 0 .500 208 220

National Conference

East

W L T Pct PF PA

Dallas 6 1 0 .857 225 162

Philadelphia 3 5 0 .375 203 191

N.Y. Giants 2 6 0 .250 156 200

Washington 2 6 0 .250 156 227

South

W L T Pct PF PA

Tampa Bay 6 2 0 .750 260 183

New Orleans 5 2 0 .714 176 128

Carolina 4 4 0 .500 165 159

Atlanta 3 4 0 .429 148 195

North

W L T Pct PF PA

Green Bay 7 1 0 .875 192 167

Minnesota 3 4 0 .429 163 157

Chicago 3 5 0 .375 123 195

Detroit 0 8 0 .000 134 244

West

W L T Pct PF PA

Arizona 7 1 0 .875 246 138

L.A. Rams 7 1 0 .875 245 168

San Francisco 3 4 0 .429 168 171

Seattle 3 5 0 .375 181 169

Thursday, Nov. 4

Indianapolis 45, N.Y. Jets 30 
Sunday’s games

Atlanta at New Orleans 
Buffalo at Jacksonville 
Cleveland at Cincinnati 
Denver at Dallas 
Houston at Miami 
Las Vegas at N.Y. Giants 
Minnesota at Baltimore 
New England at Carolina 
L.A. Chargers at Philadelphia 
Arizona at San Francisco 
Green Bay at Kansas City 
Tennessee at L.A. Rams 
Open: Detroit, Seattle, Tampa Bay,

Washington 
Monday’s game

Chicago at Pittsburgh 
Thursday’s game

Baltimore at Miami 
Sunday, Nov. 14

Atlanta at Dallas 
Buffalo at N.Y. Jets 
Cleveland at New England 
Detroit at Pittsburgh 
Jacksonville at Indianapolis 
New Orleans at Tennessee 
Tampa Bay at Washington 
Carolina at Arizona 
Minnesota at L.A. Chargers 
Philadelphia at Denver 
Seattle at Green Bay 
Kansas City at Las Vegas 
Open: Cincinnati, Houston, Chicago, N.Y.

Giants 
Monday, Nov. 15

L.A. Rams at San Francisco 

NFL Injury Report
NEW YORK — The National Football

League injury report, as provided by the
league: 

MONDAY
CHICAGO BEARS at PITTSBURGH STEEL-

ERS — CHICAGO: OUT: QB Nick Foles (not
injury related - personal), TE J.P. Holtz
(concussion), LB Khalil Mack (foot), RB Da-
mien Williams (knee). DOUBTFUL: DB Ed-
die Jackson (hamstring). QUESTIONABLE:
LB Alec Ogletree (ankle), WR Darnell Moo-
ney (groin). PITTSBURGH: OUT: TE Eric
Ebron (hamstring). QUESTIONABLE: OL B.J.
Finney (back). DNP: CB Minkah Fitzpatrick
(foot). FULL: QB Ben Roethlisberger (pec-
toral/hip/right shoulder), K Chris Boswell
(concussion), DT Cam Heyward (ankle). 

Saturday’s Transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
American League

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Exercised their
option on RHP Craig Kimbrel for the 2022
season. Declined their option on INF Cesar
Hernandez for 2022.

DETROIT TIGERS — Exercised 2022 op-
tion on C Tucker Barnhart.

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Declined 2022 op-

tion on RHP Josh Tomlin.
CINCINNATI REDS — Announced LHP

Justin Wilson has exercised his 2022 op-
tion.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Assigned RHPs
Chase De Jong, Enyel De Los Santos, Kyle
Keller, Connor Overton and Shea Spitz-
barth, LHP Chasen Shreve and INF Wilmer
Difo outright to Indianapolis (Triple-A
East). LHP Chasen Shreve declined the as-
signment. Reinstated LHPs Steven Brault
and Dillon Peters and RHPs Blake Ceder-
lind, Jose Soriano, Duane Underwood, Jr.
and Bryse Wilson from the 60-day IL.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES — As-
signed G Leandro Bolmaro and trans-
ferred F Nathan Knight to Iowa (NBA G
League).

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Activated OL
Rodney Hudson from injured reserve.
Signed TE David Wells to the active roster
from the practice squad. Placed DL Rash-
ard Lawrence and DL J.J. Watt on injured
reserve. Promoted WR Greg Dortch and CB
Kevin Peterson to the active roster from
the practice squad. Promoted DL Josh
Mauro and LB Joe Walker to the active ros-
ter as COVID-19 replacements from the
practice squad.

ATLANTA FALCONS — Promoted RB Qa-
dree Ollison and DL Anthony Rush to the
active roster from the practice squad.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Signed OT Cedric
Ogbuehi to the active roster. Promoted TE
Eric Tomlinson and G Reginald McKenzie
to the active roster from the practice
squad.

BUFFALO BILLS — Signed OL Jamil Dou-
glas to the active roster. Promoted TE
Quinton Morris and QB Davis Webb to the
active roster from the practice squad.
Placed OL Jon Feliciano on injured reserve
and QB Mitchell Trubisky on the reserve/
COVID-19 list.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Activated RB
Christian McCaffrey and S Myles Harts-
field from injured reserve. Announced QB
Sam Darnold has cleared concussion pro-
tocol. Promoted P Lachlan Edwards and
WR Willie Snead to the active roster from
the practice squad.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Activated FB
Andy Janovich and C Nick Harris from in-
jured reserve. Placed T Jack Conklin on in-
jured reserve. Promoted DB Sheldon Day
and TE Miller Forristall to the active roster
from the practice squad.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Placed TE Blake
Jarwin on injured reserve. Activated LB
Francis Bernard from injured reserve.
Signed DT Justin Hamilton to the active
roster from the practice squad.

DENVER BRONCOS — Promoted DE Jo-
nathan Harris, OL Austin Schlottmann and
LB Barrington Wade to the active roster
from the practice squad. Activated CB
Mike Ford from injured reserve.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Activated WR
Marquez Valdes-Scantling from injured
reserve. Promoted QB Blake Bortles to the
active roster as a COVID-19 replacement
from the practice squad.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Activated QB Ty-
rod Taylor form injured reserve. Placed LB
Christian Kirksey on injured reserve.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Signed WR
Laquon Treadwell to the active roster
from the practice squad.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Promoted WR
Kristian Wilkerson to the active roster
from the practice squad.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Promoted
CB Kiondre Thomas and WR Maurice
Ffrench to the active roster from the prac-
tice squad.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Activated CB Da-
rious Williams from injured reserve. Pro-
moted DB Antoine Brooks and DL Mar-
quiese Copeland to the active roster from
the practice squad.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Promoted LB Vince
Biegel and WR Kirk Merritt to the active
roster from the practice squad.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Activated DE
Kenny Willekes to the active roster as a
COVID-19 replacement from the practice
squad. Signed Cs Cohl Cabral and Spencer
Pulley to the practice squad. Released DE
Nate Orchard from the practice squad.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Promoted
WR Kristian Wilkerson to the active roster
from the practice squad.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Placed QB Ja-
meis Winston on injured reserve. Promot-
ed WR Kevin White and DT Josiah Bronson
to the active roster from the practice
squad.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Promoted WR Pha-
roh Cooper and LB Trent Harris to the ac-
tive roster from the practice squad. Acti-
vated LB Elerson Smith from injured re-
serve.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Activated TE
Tyree Jackson from injured reserve. Pro-
moted WR John Hightower and RB Jordan
Howard to the active roster from the prac-
tice squad.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Activated TE
George Kittle, K Robbie Gould and RB Jeff
Wilson from injured reserve. Placed DE
Dee Ford on injured reserve. Waived DT
Zach Kerr. Promoted LB Tryell Adams and
S Tony Jefferson to the active roster from
the practice squad.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed RB D’Onta
Foreman to the active roster. Activated LB
Jayon Brown and OL Aaron Brewer from
injured reserve. Waived OLB John Simon.
Placed FB Khari Blasingame on injured re-
serve. Signed LB Dylan Cole and OL Daniel
Munyer to the practice squad. Promoted
LB Dylan Cole and CB Chris Jones to the ac-
tive roster from the practice squad.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Reassigned G Roma
Durny from San Diego (AHL) to Tulsa
(ECHL). Recalled D Simon Benoit and C Ma-
son McTavish from San Diego (AHL) loans.
Returned G Lukas Dostal to San Diego.

BOSTON BRUINS — Assigned G Callum
Booth to Providence (AHL) form Maine
(ECHL).

BUFFALO SABRES — Recalled G Aaron
Dell from Rochester (AHL). Loaned F Brett
Murray to Rochester.

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Returned D
Nicolas Beaudin to Rockford (AHL) on
loan. Fired Jeremy Colliton, Tomas Mitell
and Sheldon Brookbank. Named Derek
King Interim Head Coach effective imme-
diately and also named Anders Sorensen
as Interim Head Coach of Rockford (AHL)
beginning tonight.

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Placed D Chris-
tian Jaros on injured reserve retroactive to
Nov. 4. Recalled D Colton White from Utica
(AHL).

OTTAWA SENATORS — Recalled RW
Parker Kelly from Belleville (AHL) loan.

SEATTLE KRAKEN — Assigned G Antoine
Bibeau to Charlotte (AHL).

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Reassigned D
Andrej Sustr to Syracuse (AHL).

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS — Recalled RW
Paul Cotter from Henderson (AHL).

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Re-assigned
C Aliaksei Protas to Hershey (AHL).

DEALS

Paris Masters

Saturday
At Palais Omnisports de Paris-Bercy

Paris
Purse: Euro 2,603,700

Surface: Hardcourt indoor
Men’s Singles

Semifinals
Novak Djokovic (1), Serbia, def. Hubert

Hurkacz (7), Poland, 3-6, 6-0, 7-6 (5). 
Daniil Medvedev (2), Russia, def. Alex-

ander Zverev (4), Germany, 6-2, 6-2.
Men’s Doubles

Semifinals
Michael Venus, New Zealand, and Tim

Puetz, Germany, def. Bruno Soares, Brazil,
and Jamie Murray, Britain, 7-5, 6-3. 

Nicolas Mahut and Pierre-Hugues Herb-
ert (3), France, def. Filip Polasek, Slovakia,
and John Peers (6), Australia, 2-6, 6-3, 11-9. 

Argentine Open
Saturday

At Buenos Aires Lawn Tennis Club
Buenos Aires

Purse: $125,000
Surface: Red clay
Women’s Singles

Semifinals
Anna Bondar (3), Hungary, def. Mayar

Sherif (1), Egypt, 4-6, 6-3, 6-3. 
Diane Parry (7), France, def. Panna Ud-

vardy (5), Hungary, 6-3, 7-6 (3). 
Women’s Doubles

Semifinals
Ekaterine Gorgodze, Georgia, and Irina

Bara (1), Romania, def. Anna Bondar and
Panna Udvardy (3), Hungary, 6-4, 7-6 (3). 

Dow Tennis Classic
Saturday

At Midland Community Tennis Center
Midland

Purse: $125,000
Surface: Hardcourt indoor

Women’s Singles
Semifinals

Madison Brengle (1), United States, def.
Danielle Lao, United States, 6-7 (2), 7-6 (8),
6-0. 

Robin Anderson, United States, def. Caty
McNally (5), United States, 5-7, 6-3, 6-4. 

Women’s Doubles
Championship

Asia Muhammad, United States, and
Harriet Dart (2), Britain, def. Peangtarn Pli-
puech, Thailand, and Aldila Sutjiadi (3), In-
donesia, 6-3, 2-6, 10-7.

TENNIS

29. (35) Matt Mills, Chevrolet, 204, 35.0, 8.
30. (26) Alex Labbe, Chevrolet, 202, 50.0,

7.
31. (25) Bayley Currey, Chevrolet, 200,

32.8, 0.
32. (16) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, acci-

dent, 194, 50.8, 5.
33. (15) Jade Buford, Chevrolet, accident,

193, 50.3, 4.
34. (28) Stefan Parsons, Chevrolet, en-

gine, 123, 36.5, 3.
35. (34) Joe Graf Jr, Chevrolet, accident,

97, 26.5, 2.
36. (31) Jeffrey Earnhardt, Chevrolet, ac-

cident, 57, 24.3, 1.
Race Statistics

Average Speed of Race Winner: 85.841
mph.

Time of Race: 2 hours, 22 minutes, 35
seconds.

Margin of Victory: 0.030 seconds.
Caution Flags: 10 for 61 laps.
Lead Changes: 16 among 5 drivers.
Lap Leaders: A.Cindric 0; J.Nemechek 1-

20; A.Cindric 21-47; N.Gragson 48; D.Hem-
ric 49-66; J.Nemechek 67-85; D.Hemric 86-
92; N.Gragson 93; D.Hemric 94-114; A.Cin-
dric 115-130; M.Annett 131; A.Cindric 132-
183; N.Gragson 184; A.Cindric 185-201;
D.Hemric 202; A.Cindric 203; D.Hemric 204

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led,
Laps Led): A.Cindric, 5 times for 113 laps;
D.Hemric, 5 times for 48 laps; J.Nemechek,
2 times for 39 laps; N.Gragson, 3 times for 3
laps; M.Annett, 1 time for 1 lap.

Wins: A.Cindric, 5; A.Allmendinger, 5;
T.Gibbs, 4; N.Gragson, 3; J.Allgaier, 2; J.Ber-
ry, 2; D.Hemric, 1; J.Haley, 1; M.Snider, 1;
J.Burton, 1; B.Brown, 1.

Top 16 in Points: 1. D.Hemric, 4040; 2.
A.Cindric, 4035; 3. N.Gragson, 4025; 4. A.All-
mendinger, 4023; 5. J.Allgaier, 2300; 6. J.Ha-
ley, 2244; 7. B.Jones, 2239; 8. H.Burton, 2194;
9. M.Snider, 2172; 10. J.Burton, 2162; 11.
R.Herbst, 2157; 12. J.Clements, 2126; 13.
T.Gibbs, 663; 14. R.Sieg, 643; 15. M.Annett,
638; 16. B.Brown, 620.

NASCAR Driver Rating Formula

A maximum of 150 points can be at-
tained in a race.

The formula combines the following cat-
egories: Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Finishes,
Average Running Position While on Lead
Lap, Average Speed Under Green, Fastest
Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead-Lap Finish.

Xfinity Series Championship
Saturday

At Phoenix Raceway
Avondale, Ariz.

Lap length: 1.00 miles
(Start position in parentheses)

1. (4) Daniel Hemric, Toyota, 204 laps,
127.7 rating, 40 points.

2. (1) Austin Cindric, Ford, 204, 144.7, 35.
3. (36) Harrison Burton, Toyota, 204, 95.7,

37.
4. (5) Riley Herbst, Ford, 204, 95.1, 36.
5. (8) Justin Haley, Chevrolet, 204, 103.5,

37.
6. (2) John H. Nemechek, Toyota, 204,

122.4, 0.
7. (6) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 204, 90.8,

35.
8. (20) Brett Moffitt, Chevrolet, 204, 77.8,

29.
9. (3) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, 204,

100.4, 42.
10. (10) Sheldon Creed, Chevrolet, 204,

80.8, 0.
11. (13) Michael Annett, Chevrolet, 204,

92.6, 31.
12. (7) Noah Gragson, Chevrolet, 204,

104.9, 25.
13. (11) Sam Mayer, Chevrolet, 204, 81.3,

24.
14. (12) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 204,

96.7, 23.
15. (32) Dylan Lupton, Toyota, 204, 63.5,

22.
16. (21) Blaine Perkins, Chevrolet, 204,

61.2, 21.
17. (14) Ryan Sieg, Ford, 204, 91.5, 20.
18. (22) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 204,

67.2, 19.
19. (17) Myatt Snider, Chevrolet, 204,

90.5, 18.
20. (19) Brandon Brown, Chevrolet, 204,

63.8, 17.
21. (27) David Starr, Toyota, 204, 39.2, 16.
22. (29) JJ Yeley, Chevrolet, 204, 47.0, 15.
23. (9) Jeb Burton, Chevrolet, 204, 78.2, 14.
24. (23) Tommy Joe Martins, Chevrolet,

204, 51.0, 13.
25. (33) Sage Karam, Chevrolet, 204, 41.3,

12.
26. (24) Kyle Weatherman, Chevrolet,

204, 48.3, 11.
27. (18) Kyle Sieg, Ford, 204, 46.3, 10.
28. (30) Ryan Vargas, Chevrolet, 204,

31.3, 9.

AUTO RACING

MLS

Eastern Conference

W L T Pts GF GA

New England 22 4 7 73 65 40

Philadelphia 14 8 11 53 47 34

Nashville 12 4 17 53 54 32

New York City FC 14 11 8 50 55 35

Atlanta 12 9 12 48 43 36

Orlando City 12 9 12 48 48 48

New York 13 12 8 47 38 32

CF Montréal 12 11 10 46 46 42

D.C. United 13 15 5 44 53 53

Columbus 12 13 8 44 44 45

Inter Miami CF 11 17 5 38 35 53

Chicago 9 17 7 34 36 52

Toronto FC 6 17 10 28 38 63

Cincinnati 4 21 8 20 36 72

Western Conference

W L T Pts GF GA

Seattle 17 8 8 59 52 32

Sporting Kansas City 17 9 7 58 58 39

Colorado 16 7 10 58 46 33

Portland 16 13 4 52 53 52

Minnesota United 13 11 9 48 39 41

Vancouver 12 9 12 48 44 44

LA Galaxy 13 12 8 47 47 51

Real Salt Lake 13 14 6 45 54 54

Los Angeles FC 12 12 9 45 51 46

San Jose 10 13 10 40 45 53

FC Dallas 7 15 11 32 46 55

Austin FC 9 20 4 31 35 53

Houston 6 16 12 30 36 54

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Sunday’s games

Atlanta at Cincinnati
Chicago at Columbus
D.C. United at Toronto FC
Miami at New England
New York at Nashville
Orlando City at CF Montréal
Philadelphia at New York City FC
Austin FC at Portland
FC Dallas at San Jose
Los Angeles FC at Colorado
Minnesota at LA Galaxy
Real Salt Lake at Sporting Kansas City
Seattle at Vancouver

NWSL Playoffs

Sunday’s games
First Round

Chicago vs. Gotham FC 
Washington vs. North Carolina 

Sunday, Nov. 14
Semifinals

OL Reign vs. Washington/North Caroli-
na winner, 3 p.m.

Portland vs. Chicago/Gotham FC win-
ner, 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 20
Championship

At Louisville
Semifinal winners, Noon

PRO SOCCER

World Wide Tech Championship
PGA Tour
Saturday

At El Camaleon Golf Club
Playa del Carmen, Mexico

Purse: $7.2 million
Yardage: 7,017; Par: 71

Third Round
Viktor Hovland 67-65-62—194 -19
Talor Gooch 64-69-63—196 -17
Justin Thomas 68-65-64—197 -16
Carlos Ortiz 67-65-67—199 -14
Sergio Garcia 64-69-67—200 -13
J.J. Spaun 65-68-67—200 -13
Andrew Landry 66-68-67—201 -12
Scottie Scheffler 67-64-70—201 -12
Aaron Wise 63-70-68—201 -12
James Hahn 67-67-68—202 -11
John Huh 66-69-67—202 -11
Denny McCarthy 67-68-67—202 -11
J. Niemann 69-66-67—202 -11
Seamus Power 68-67-67—202 -11
M. Thompson 68-65-69—202 -11
Brendon Todd 67-69-66—202 -11
Doug Ghim 69-65-69—203 -10
Tyrrell Hatton 70-66-67—203 -10
Garrick Higgo 71-63-69—203 -10
Billy Horschel 64-69-70—203 -10
Matt Kuchar 68-66-69—203 -10
Anirban Lahiri 67-66-70—203 -10
Nick Taylor 67-69-67—203 -10
Matthew Wolff 61-68-74—203 -10
Abraham Ancer 68-68-68—204 -9
C. Bezuidenhout 69-68-67—204 -9
Roberto Diaz 71-65-68—204 -9

TimberTech Championship
PGA Champions Tour

Saturday
At Old Course

Boca Raton, Fla.
Purse: $2 million

Yardage: 6,807; Par: 72
Second Round

Jim Furyk 66-64—130 -14
Tim Petrovic 69-61—130 -14
Steven Alker 68-63—131 -13
Ernie Els 67-66—133 -11
Scott Dunlap 68-67—135 -9
Miguel Angel Jimenez 68-67—135 -9
Kirk Triplett 69-66—135 -9
Jeff Maggert 68-68—136 -8
Woody Austin 66-71—137 -7
Ken Duke 69-68—137 -7
Tim Herron 68-69—137 -7
K.J. Choi 68-70—138 -6
Billy Mayfair 68-70—138 -6
Vijay Singh 69-69—138 -6
Paul Broadhurst 68-71—139 -5
Paul Goydos 70-69—139 -5
Brandt Jobe 69-70—139 -5
Bernhard Langer 70-69—139 -5
Retief Goosen 70-70—140 -4
Wes Short 72-68—140 -4
Ken Tanigawa 72-68—140 -4
Doug Barron 71-70—141 -3
Shane Bertsch 69-72—141 -3
Rod Pampling 71-70—141 -3
Scott Parel 72-69—141 -3
Kenny Perry 68-73—141 -3
Stephen Ames 70-72—142 -2

GOLF
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NBA/BOXING/SPORTS BRIEFS

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB

Philadelphia 8 2 .800 —

Brooklyn 6 3 .667 1½

New York 6 3 .667 1½

Toronto 6 4 .600 2

Boston 4 6 .400 4

Southeast Division

W L Pct GB

Miami 7 2 .778 —

Washington 6 3 .667 1

Charlotte 5 5 .500 2½

Atlanta 4 6 .400 3½

Orlando 2 8 .200 5½

Central Division

W L Pct GB

Chicago 6 3 .667 —

Cleveland 6 4 .600 ½

Milwaukee 4 5 .444 2

Indiana 3 7 .300 3½

Detroit 1 8 .111 5

Western Conference

Southwest Division

W L Pct GB

Dallas 6 3 .667 —

Memphis 5 4 .556 1

San Antonio 3 6 .333 3

Houston 1 8 .111 5

New Orleans 1 9 .100 5½

Northwest Division

W L Pct GB

Utah 7 2 .778 —

Denver 5 4 .556 2

Portland 5 5 .500 2½

Minnesota 3 5 .375 3½

Oklahoma City 2 6 .250 4½

Pacific Division

W L Pct GB

Golden State 7 1 .875 —

Phoenix 5 3 .625 2

Sacramento 5 4 .556 2½

L.A. Clippers 4 4 .500 3

L.A. Lakers 5 5 .500 3

Saturday’s games

Denver 95, Houston 94
Miami 118, Utah 115
Philadelphia 114, Chicago 105
Dallas 107, Boston 104
Phoenix 121, Atlanta 117
Portland 105, L.A. Lakers 90

Sunday’s games

Brooklyn at Toronto
Cleveland at New York
Indiana at Sacramento
Milwaukee at Washington
Utah at Orlando
San Antonio at Oklahoma City
Houston at Golden State
Charlotte at L.A. Clippers

Monday’s games

New York at Philadelphia
Brooklyn at Chicago
Minnesota at Memphis
New Orleans at Dallas
Miami at Denver
Atlanta at Golden State
Phoenix at Sacramento
Charlotte at L.A. Lakers

Tuesday’s games

Milwaukee at Philadelphia
Atlanta at Utah
Portland at L.A. Clippers

Leaders
Through Saturday

Scoring

G FG FT PTS AVG

Durant, BKN 9 99 42 255 28.3

George, LAC 8 80 36 223 27.9

Antetokounmpo, MIL 9 85 60 244 27.1

DeRozan, CHI 9 86 61 241 26.8

LaVine, CHI 9 83 51 238 26.4

Rebounds

G OFF DEF TOT AVG

Gobert, UTA 9 29 117 146 16.2

Valanciunas, NO 10 41 101 142 14.2

Jokic, DEN 9 23 98 121 13.4

Assists

G AST AVG

Paul, PHO 8 97 12.1

Young, ATL 10 96 9.6

Harden, BKN 9 81 9.0

NBA Scoreboard

CHICAGO — Joel Embiid had
30 points and 15 rebounds to lead
the Philadelphia 76ers to their
sixth straight victory, 114-105 over
the Chicago Bulls on Saturday
night.

Furkan Korkmaz matched his
career best with seven three-
pointers and added 25 points for
Philadelphia, which topped Chi-
cago for the second time in four
nights.

Zach LaVine had 32 points and
DeMar DeRozan added 25 for
Chicago. 

The Bulls led 97-96 after LaVine
ended a 10-0 run with a three-
pointer with 5:48 to play, but Em-
biid answered with a three a min-
ute later and the Sixers never
trailed again. Korkmaz gave Phi-
ladelphia a bit of a cushion with
his final three-pointer with 3:03
left and Chicago played catch-up
the rest of the way.

Embiid finished the Bulls with
the last of his four three-pointers
with 15 seconds left. 

Trail Blazers 105, Lakers 90:

Damian Lillard scored 25 points
before sitting out the fourth quar-
ter and host Portland took advan-
tage of short-handed Los Angeles. 

Jusuf Nurkic added 15 points
and 17 rebounds for the Blazers,
who led by as many as 34 points
despite playing the second of a
back-to-back. 

Former Blazer Carmelo Antho-
ny had 12 points off the bench for
the Lakers, who were without Le-
Bron James because of an abdom-
inal strain.

Suns 121, Hawks 117: Devin
Booker scored 38 points, Frank
Kaminsky added 16 off the bench

and Phoenix rallied from a 12-
point deficit in the fourth quarter
to beat visiting Atlanta.

Young led the Hawks with 31
points and 13 assists. John Collins
added 26 points and 10 rebounds.

Mavericks 107, Celtics 104:

Luka Doncic hit a high-arching
three-pointer at the buzzer, anoth-
er magical moment for the All-
Star to give host Dallas a victory
over Boston.

Doncic finished with 33 points
to 32 for fellow All-Star Jayson Ta-
tum, who bounced back from two
rough shooting nights to help the
Celtics rally from a 17-point half-
time deficit.

Heat 118, Jazz 115: Tyler Her-
ro scored 29 points, Kyle Lowry
had his 19th triple-double and
Miami held off visiting Utah.

The Heat led by 19 points with 5
minutes remaining but the victory
wasn’t assured until Donovan
Mitchell missed a three-pointer in
the closing seconds.

Lowry finished with 20 points,
12 rebounds and 10 assists. Jimmy
Butler scored 27 points for Miami.

Mitchell finished with 37 points
and Mike Conley added 18. 

Nuggets 95, Rockets 94: Ni-
kola Jokic blocked Jae’Sean Tate’s
drive to the basket as time ran out
and short-handed host Denver es-
caped with a victory over Hous-
ton.

Jokic finished with 28 points
and 14 rebounds as the Nuggets
won despite the absence of for-
ward Michael Porter Jr.

Porter left the game with 4:50
remaining in the first quarter and
didn’t return because of what the
team called lower back soreness. 

76ers top Bulls again,
extend streak to six

CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP 

Philadelphia center Joel Embiid, right, blocks the shot of Bulls guard
Zach LaVine as Sixers guard Shake Milton, left, also defends on
Saturday in Chicago. The 76ers won 114­105. 

Associated Press

NBA ROUNDUP

LAS VEGAS — With a destruc-
tive barrage of power punches in
the waning minutes of a difficult
fight, Canelo Álvarez added an-
other achievement to his over-
flowing list of boxing accomplish-
ments.

The Mexican pound-for-pound
superstar is the undisputed super
middleweight champion of the
world.

Álvarez became the first four-
belt world champion at 168
pounds in boxing history Saturday
night, stopping Caleb Plant in the
11th with two dramatic knock-
downs.

Álvarez (57-1-2, 39 KOs) added
Plant's IBF title to his own WBC,
WBA and WBO belts with a steady
tactical performance culminating
in a display of his vaunted power
to finish the previously unbeaten
Plant at the MGM Grand Garden
Arena.

Canelo is generally recognized
as the top fighter in the world re-
gardless of weight class, and now
he has complete dominance in one
weight class. He became the sixth
man to be a four-belt champion,
and he joined junior welterweight
Josh Taylor as the only current
undisputed champs of their
weight class.

Álvarez tops Plant
to cement his title

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Kamaru Usman
defeated Colby Covington by
unanimous decision to retain the
UFC welterweight championship
at UFC 268 in New York on Satur-
day night.

With the win, Usman improved
to 20-1-0, and has won 19 fights in a
row, including five title defenses. 

“I am the pound-for-pound best
alive right now,” he said.

Covington, the former interim
welterweight champion, dropped
to 16-3-0.

New York State Athletic Com-
mission judges Derek Cleary (49-
46), Dave Tirelli (48-47) and Sal

D’Amato (48-47) all submitted
scorecards in Usman’s favor. 

Kenyans sweep in 

New York City marathon
NEW YORK — New York

sought a comeback story for its
50th marathon, and Albert Korir
delivered.

Korir and Peres Jepchirchir
made it a Kenyan sweep at Sun-
day’s New York City Marathon,
with Korir winning the men’s race
two years after finishing second
and Jepchirchir becoming the on-
ly woman to take a marathon ma-
jor in the fall after earning an
Olympic gold medal.

Usman holds onto UFC belt
Associated Press 
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NHL

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Florida 11 10 0 1 21 46 24

Toronto 12 7 4 1 15 32 32

Tampa Bay 11 6 3 2 14 35 35

Buffalo 11 5 4 2 12 33 31

Detroit 12 5 5 2 12 34 42

Boston 9 5 4 0 10 25 26

Ottawa 11 3 7 1 7 28 40

Montreal 13 3 10 0 6 26 45

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Carolina 10 9 1 0 18 39 20

N.Y. Rangers 12 6 3 3 15 29 34

Philadelphia 10 6 2 2 14 32 25

Columbus 10 7 3 0 14 32 28

Washington 11 5 2 4 14 37 29

N.Y. Islanders 9 5 2 2 12 25 20

New Jersey 10 5 3 2 12 26 30

Pittsburgh 10 4 3 3 11 33 32

Western Conference

Central Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

St. Louis 9 7 1 1 15 36 21

Minnesota 10 7 3 0 14 32 34

Winnipeg 11 6 3 2 14 37 32

Nashville 11 6 5 0 12 31 31

Dallas 10 4 4 2 10 22 29

Colorado 10 4 5 1 9 30 36

Chicago 12 1 9 2 4 26 47

Arizona 12 1 10 1 3 19 49

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Edmonton 10 9 1 0 18 45 28

Calgary 11 7 1 3 17 40 22

San Jose 11 6 4 1 13 32 30

Anaheim 12 5 4 3 13 38 36

Vegas 11 6 5 0 12 31 33

Los Angeles 11 5 5 1 11 30 31

Vancouver 11 4 6 1 9 27 30

Seattle 12 4 7 1 9 34 40

Saturday’s games

Tampa Bay 5, Ottawa 3 
Florida 5, Carolina 2 
Philadelphia 2, Washington 1 
Columbus 4, Colorado 2 
Detroit 4, Buffalo 3, OT 
N.Y. Islanders 2, Winnipeg 0 
Toronto 5, Boston 2 
Vegas 5, Montreal 2 
Minnesota 5, Pittsburgh 4, SO 
Arizona 5, Seattle 4 
Calgary 6, N.Y. Rangers 0 
New Jersey 3, San Jose 2, SO 

Sunday’s games

Vegas at Detroit 
Nashville at Chicago 
N.Y. Islanders at Minnesota 
St. Louis at Anaheim 
Dallas at Vancouver 

Monday’s games

Buffalo at Washington 
Florida at N.Y. Rangers 
Los Angeles at Toronto 

Tuesday’s games

Carolina at Tampa Bay 
Florida at New Jersey 
Los Angeles at Montreal 
Ottawa at Boston 
Edmonton at Detroit 
St. Louis at Winnipeg 
Pittsburgh at Chicago 
San Jose at Calgary 
Anaheim at Vancouver 
Seattle at Vegas 

Wednesday’s games

Toronto at Philadelphia 
Nashville at Dallas 
Minnesota at Arizona

Scoring leaders
Through Sunday

GP G A PTS

Leon Draisaitl, EDM 101013 23

Connor McDavid, EDM 10 814 22

Alex Ovechkin, WSH 1110 8 18

Kyle Connor, WPG 11 8 8 16

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, EDM 10 014 14

Brad Marchand, BOS 9 410 14

Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 11 410 14

Steven Stamkos, TB 11 6 8 14

Andrei Svechnikov, CAR 10 7 7 14

Elias Lindholm, CGY 11 7 7 14

Anze Kopitar, LA 11 7 7 14

Scoreboard

SUNRISE, Fla. — For the Flor-

ida Panthers, history. For the Car-

olina Hurricanes, history denied.

The Panthers matched the best

11-game start in NHL history and

kept the Hurricanes from what

would have been a league record-

tying start of their own, with Antho-

ny Duclair getting two goals and

two assists in a 5-2 victory on Sat-

urday night.

“I don’t think it’s a statement

game,” Panthers interim coach

Andrew Brunette said. “There are

none in November. They don’t real-

ly present trophies in November.”

They do put entries in history

books, however. 

Spencer Knight made 28 saves

for Florida (10-0-1), which tied the

1994-95 Pittsburgh Penguins and

2006-07 Buffalo Sabres as the only

NHL teams to reach 21 points after

11 games. Carolina (9-1-0) was bid-

ding to join the 1993-94 Toronto

Maple Leafs and those ’06-07

Sabres as the lone teams to start a

season with 10 consecutive wins.

It was the first game in NHL his-

tory pitting two teams with season-

opening point streaks of at least

nine games. Duclair got the Pan-

thers on the board 2:28 into the con-

test and they led the rest of the way.

“Tonight was a good test,” Du-

clair said. “Obviously, the whole

league’s watching. It was a really

big game.”

The Hurricanes hadn’t trailed

by more than two goals in any of

their first nine games, but were

down 4-0 in the first period against

Florida and couldn’t pull off a

comeback.

Vincent Trocheck had a goal and

an assist for Carolina, and Jesper

Fast also scored for Carolina.

“I mean, 9-1’s a great start,” Hur-

ricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin

said. “It’s definitely a good start

and gets us going in the right direc-

tion.”

Panthers tie record, deny Canes
Florida matches league’s
best 11-game start, ends
Carolina’s win streak at 9

BY TIM REYNOLDS

Associated Press 

MARTA LAVANDIER/AP 

Florida Panthers right wing Patric Hornqvist, right, scores a goal against Carolina Hurricanes goaltender
Frederik Andersen (31) during Florida's 5­2 win Saturday in Sunrise, Fla.

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Scott Wedgewood had

been here before.

The last time Arizona started a season with 11

losses — four years ago — Wedgewood was the

goaltender when the Coyotes finally got their

first win.

He returned to the team Friday after being

claimed on waivers from New Jersey, and came

off the bench Saturday night to help Arizona

pick up its first win this season in a comeback

5-4 victory over the Seattle Kraken.

Wedgewood relieved Karel Vejmelka 59 sec-

onds into the game, after the Kraken took a 2-0

lead on their first two shots.

“Happy to be back, I enjoyed my first time

here,” said Wedgewood, who hadn’t even prac-

ticed with the team after rejoining them Friday

in Anaheim. “Legs are shaking a little bit, your

new team, you know what’s at stake and you’re

down early and you just want to keep them in

it.”

Wedgewood stopped 27 shots. Lawson

Crouse scored two goals, including the game-

winner with 1:05 remaining. Arizona (1-10-1)

avoided breaking the franchise record for most

losses to start a season, set in 2017-18. The only

team with a worse start in NHL history was the

1943-44 New York Rangers, who lost their first

11 and didn’t get their first win until their 16th

game.

Wild 5, Penguins 4  (SO): Nick Bjugstad

scored the deciding goal in a shootout that came

after Minnesota erased two-goal deficit at Pitts-

burgh in the final five minutes of regulation.

Bjugstad, who had 16 points in 45 games dur-

ing parts of two seasons with the Penguins, beat

Tristan Jarry with a wrist shot in the shootout.

Red Wings 4, Sabres 3 (OT): Moritz Seider

scored 3:45 into overtime and Tyler Bertuzzi

had two goals and two assists in Detroit’s win at

Buffalo.

Rookie Lucas Raymond had three assists and

Pius Suter added a goal and an assist for the Red

Wings.

Devils 3, Sharks 2 (SO): Damon Severson

scored in the third round of a shootout to help

New Jersey snap a three-game skid with a win

at San Jose. 

Flyers 2, Capitals 1: Derick Brassard and

Sean Couturier scored in the second period and

Martin Jones stopped 31 shots as Philadelphia

won at Washington. 

Golden Knights 5, Canadiens 2: Alex Pie-

trangelo and Chandler Stephenson each had a

goal and an assist, and Las Vegas rallied to win

at Montreal. 

Blue Jackets 4, Avalanche 2: Host Colum-

bus stretched its winning streak to three games

by beating Colorado with a three-goal third pe-

riod.

Maple Leafs 5, Bruins 2: Auston Matthews

and John Tavares had two goals as Toronto

picked up its fifth straight victory by defeating

visiting Boston. 

Flames 6, Rangers 0:Johnny Gaudreau had

two goals and an assist, Jacob Markstrom made

22 saves for his league-best fourth shutout of

the season and Calgary extended its point

streak to 10 games with a win over visiting New

York.

Islanders 2, Jets 0: Anders Lee and Brock

Nelson scored and Ilya Sorokin made 24 saves

as New York ended Winnipeg’s undefeated

string at home. 

Lightning 5, Senators 3: Steven Stamkos

scored his sixth goal of the season to break a tie

midway through the third period and Ondrej

Palat added the game-winner with under two

minutes to play as Tampa Bay won at Ottawa. 

Coyotes rally past Kraken for first win

ROSS D. FRANKLIN/AP 

Seattle Kraken right wing Jordan Eberle,
right, falls to the ice over Arizona Coyotes
goalie Scott Wedgewood, left, during the
Coyotes’ 5­4 win Saturday in Glendale, Ariz.

Associated Press 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Alaba-

ma was living dangerously, with a

missed extra point, a nonexistent

running game and a lead repeat-

edly in jeopardy.

The third-ranked Crimson

Tide’s defense kept turning away

heavy underdog LSU late and

Bryce Young passed for 302 yards

to survive for a 20-14 victory on

Saturday night.

“Sometimes we have an expec-

tation that we’re going to win easy,

but sometimes it’s not so easy,”

Alabama coach Nick Saban said.

The Crimson Tide (8-1, 5-1

Southeastern Conference, No. 2

CFP) preserved their national

championship hopes in a game

that was as tight as some meetings

when both were nursing such am-

bitions. The injury-depleted Ti-

gers (4-5, 2-4) and lame-duck

coach Ed Orgeron didn’t act like

29.5-point underdogs, which they

were according to FanDuel

Sportsbook.

It wasn’t over until the final

play, a Hail Mary that fell incom-

plete in the end zone. LSU came

up empty in three fourth-quarter

trips into Alabama territory, in-

cluding that quick venture to the

30 in the final minute.

Young, the Heisman Trophy

front-runner, completed 24 of 37

passes with a couple of touch-

downs, including a 58-yarder to

Jameson Williams. Williams

caught 10 passes for 160 yards.

The Tigers harried Young all

night and held Brian Robinson Jr.

to 18 yards on 13 carries for a team

that netted 6 yards on the ground,

thanks largely to sacks.

But the Crimson Tide returned

the favor with Will Anderson Jr.

racking up 12 tackles, 1½ sacks

and four tackles for loss.

“Relentless effort, that’s all I

can say,” Anderson said about the

defensive performance. “It was

relentless effort.”

Max Johnson completed 16 of 32

passes for 160 yards with two

touchdowns and an interception

for LSU. Tyrion Davis-Price ran

for 104 yards.

Orgeron didn’t buy that his

team had nothing to lose.

“I felt like we had something to

lose — we had the game to lose and

that’s important to us,” he said.

“We should have won the

game,” Orgeron added. “Our guys

played their hearts out.”

Ahead for most of the first half,

LSU had pulled to 20-14 on John-

son’s 8-yard touchdown with 2:27

in the third quarter.

VASHA HUNT/AP 

Alabama wide receiver Jameson Williams (1) celebrates a touchdown pass reception by wide receiver
John Metchie III (8) during No. 3 Alabama’s 20­14 defeat of LSU on Saturday in Tuscaloosa, Ala.

No. 3 Alabama holds on to beat upstart LSU
BY JOHN ZENOR

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — By the time the final sec-

onds ticked away, most of the purple had va-

cated, leaving Oregon to once again dance

around the field and celebrate in the stands

of arguably its most-heated rival. 

On a windy, rainy night the seventh-

ranked Ducks showed a bit more “prowess”

— the word of the week in this rivalry —

than Washington. 

“Proud of the way our guys came out and

showed our prowess in handling inclement

weather,” Oregon coach Mario Cristobal

said. “We continued to play hard through-

out the entire game making sure every crit-

ical situation our team responded really

well.” 

Travis Dye rushed for a career-high 211

yards and a touchdown, Anthony Brown

ran for a score and passed for another and

the Ducks overcame a sluggish start to beat

Washington 26-16 on Saturday night. 

A year after the rivals didn’t play due to a

COVID-19 outbreak within the Huskies

program, Oregon (8-1, 5-1 Pac-12) fell be-

hind early before scoring 21 straight points

to beat Washington for the seventh time in

the past eight games played in Seattle. 

“The ‘W’ means everything to me. The

performance is just a plus,” Dye said.

Brown threw a 31-yard TD pass to Devon

Williams late in the first half to take a 10-9

lead at the break and scored on a 2-yard run

early in the third quarter. Dye capped the

scoring streak when he rumbled 19 yards

for a score on the first play of the fourth

quarter to give the Ducks a 24-9 lead.

Dye put up the most yards rushing by an

Oregon back against the Huskies since Jo-

nathan Stewart went for 251 yards in 2007. 

The Ducks had 215 yards rushing, ave-

raging 6.9 yards per carry in the second

half. 

“When you can run the ball down some-

body’s throat, that’s the best feeling in the

world,” Dye said. “When you have the con-

fidence in your offensive linemen and run-

ning backs where you’re just running it, it is

the best feeling.”

Washington’s languishing offense that

had done nothing all night suddenly went

the length of the field and pulled to 24-16

with 11:13 remaining on Sean McGrew’s

second TD run.

Oregon was able to grind nearly nine

minutes off the clock even though they

didn’t score. The drive was helped by a long

run from Dye and Brown hitting Johnny

Johnson III for 13 yards on a third-and-10. It

was Johnson’s only catch after he was sus-

pended for the first half following a target-

ing ejection last week.

The Huskies (4-5, 3-3) got the ball back

with 2:14 left and 90 yards to go but had two

dropped passes, an incompletion and when

coach Jimmy Lake opted to punt, the snap

went over Race Porter’s head for a safety. 

Lake said he opted to punt because Wash-

ington had two timeouts left and felt the

Huskies could get the ball back with about

50 seconds left and better field position. 

“We obviously weren’t planning on a

safety there with our punt operation,” Lake

said. 

Washington had won two straight on the

road, but its offensive deficiencies led to

several missed chances to create a cushion

after taking a 9-3 lead. 

Carson Bruener intercepted Brown’s

pass on the Ducks’ opening drive and re-

turned it 50 yards to the 7. In less than three

minutes Washington had a 7-0 lead after

McGrew scored on a 1-yard run. The Husk-

ies added a safety soon after for a 9-3 lead. 

But Washington failed to extend the lead.

It punted twice on fourth-and-short near

midfield. Morris was intercepted in Oregon

territory trying to force a pass into triple

coverage. And McGrew was stopped on a

fourth-and-1 run at the Oregon 23 late in the

second quarter. 

No. 7 Oregon avoids stumble,
rallies to defeat Washington

BY TIM BOOTH

Associated Press 

STEPHEN BRASHEAR/AP 

Oregon wide receivers Mycah Pittman,
left, and Devon Williams celebrate
Williams’ touchdown catch during
Saturday’s 26­16 win over Washington.

CINCINNATI — Tulsa’s Steven Ander-

son fumbled as he was reaching for the goal

line on fourth-and-goal from the 1, Jabari

Taylor recovered for a touchback and No. 2

Cincinnati held off Tulsa 28-20 on Saturday.

Desmond Ridder threw for 274 yards and

two touchdowns, and Alec Pierce had five

catches for 113 yards and a touchdown to

help the Bearcats (9-0, 5-0 American Ath-

letic) extend the nation’s second-longest

home winning streak to 25 games. 

“Well, that was a wild one,” Bearcats

coach Luke Fickell said. “It’s about winning

against a team that is a much better football

team than their record shows.”

Shamari Brooks ran for 132 yards for Tul-

sa (3-6, 2-3). Anthony Watkins added 105.

When the Golden Hurricane was stopped

short on fourth down at the 4, it appeared

Cincinnati would run out the clock. But Rid-

der fumbled on a sneak, giving Tulsa life. 

“The snap slid right through my hands,”

Ridder said. “No excuses. Shout out to the

defense for saving my butt there.” 

Anderson gave it back on the fourth-and-

goal play from the 1.

“It’s a tough, tough way to lose,” Golden

Hurricane coach Philip Montgomery said.

“We get the ball back, we’ve got to get it in

the end zone.”

The Bearcats beat Tulsa 27-24 on a last-

second field goal in the AAC championship

game last season. 

No. 2 Cincinnati
holds off Tulsa,
improves to 9-0

BY JEFF WALLNER

Associated Press 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Saturday’s scores

EAST

Albany (NY) 20, New Hampshire 7
Alfred 24, Utica 17
Alfred St. 35, Castleton 24
Anna Maria 37, Gallaudet 21
Assumption 44, St. Anselm 35
Bates 25, Bowdoin 24
Bloomsburg 38, Millersville 35
Bowie St. 79, Elizabeth City St. 6
CCSU 30, Bryant 15
Carnegie Mellon 27, Washington & Jef-

ferson 11
Case Western 35, Grove City 21
Catholic 35, Norwich 14
Charleston (WV) 38, Wheeling Jesuit 20
Christopher Newport 35, Rowan 32
Cornell 15, Penn 12
Cortland 55, St. John Fisher 3
Curry 28, Nichols 14
Delaware 24, William & Mary 3
Delaware Valley 30, Wilkes 0
Duquesne 34, LIU Brooklyn 28
Edinboro 17, Clarion 10
FDU-Florham 34, Alvernia 14
Fairmont St. 24, Glenville St. 14
Fordham 41, Georgetown 20
Framingham St. 47, Bridgewater (Mass.)

13
Franklin & Marshall 14, Moravian 10
Frostburg St. 55, WV Wesleyan 14
Geneva 49, Thiel 0
Harvard 49, Columbia 21
Hobart 45, Buffalo St. 21
Holy Cross 35, Lafayette 10
Husson 24, Salve Regina 10
Indiana (Pa.) 38, Seton Hill 3
Ithaca 26, Union (NY) 7
Johns Hopkins 37, Dickinson 17
Kennesaw St. 45, Robert Morris 21
Kutztown 21, West Chester 14
Lebanon Valley 31, Misericordia 17
Lehigh 38, Bucknell 6
Marist 7, Drake 0
McDaniel 7, Gettysburg 3
Mercyhurst 24, Gannon 13
Merrimack 35, Wagner 26
Middlebury 28, Hamilton 12
Monmouth (NJ) 45, North Alabama 33
Montclair St. 23, William Paterson 22
Morrisville St. 13, Brockport 7
Muhlenberg 52, Susquehanna 27
New Haven 31, Bentley 14
Oklahoma St. 24, West Virginia 3
Pace 18, S. Connecticut 16
Penn St. 31, Maryland 14
Plymouth St. 27, Mass. Maritime 7
RPI 22, St. Lawrence 20, 2OT
Rhode Island 35, Umass 22
Rochester 42, Hartwick 28
SUNY Maritime 24, Keystone 21
Sacred Heart 14, St. Francis (Pa.) 13
Shepherd 55, East Stroudsburg 7
Shippensburg 52, Lock Haven 14
Slippery Rock 38, California (Pa.) 26
Springfield 17, MIT 7
Stevenson 35, Kings (Pa.) 10
Stonehill 34, Franklin Pierce 7
Stony Brook 22, Maine 17
Trinity (Conn.) 49, Amherst 7
Tufts 26, Colby 21
Ursinus 44, Juniata 7
W. Connecticut 48, Fitchburg St. 13
W. New England 24, New England 17
W. Virginia St. 33, West Liberty 28
WPI 38, Coast Guard 6
Waynesburg 31, Bethany (WV) 7
Westminster (Pa.) 41, St. Vincent 6
Widener 17, Lycoming 0
Williams 25, Wesleyan (Conn.) 0
Wisconsin 52, Rutgers 3
Worcester St. 33, Westfield St. 30
Yale 63, Brown 38

SOUTH

Alabama 20, LSU 14
Alabama A&M 42, MVSU 14
Albany St. (Ga.) 57, Fort Valley St. 0
Austin Peay 42, E. Illinois 26
Averett 31, Lagrange 22
Belhaven 35, McMurry 20
Benedict 34, Lane 30
Berry 45, Rhodes 14
Bethune-Cookman 35, Alcorn St. 31
Carson-Newman 27, Limestone 21
Centre 30, Sewanee 20
Charlotte 31, Rice 24, OT
Chattanooga 35, Wofford 10
Chowan 28, Lincoln (Pa.) 12

Clemson 30, Louisville 24
Coastal Carolina 28, Georgia Southern 8
Davidson 42, St. Thomas (Minn.) 15
Dayton 41, Stetson 13
Delta St. 24, Mississippi College 21, OT
ETSU 27, VMI 20
East Carolina 45, Temple 3
Emory & Henry 66, Guilford 13
Fayetteville St. 10, Winston-Salem 3
Florida A&M 29, Southern U. 17
Georgia 43, Missouri 6
Hampden-Sydney 24, Bridgewater (Va.)

14
Hampton 27, Gardner-Webb 21, OT
Houston 54, South Florida 42
Huntingdon 52, Maryville (Tenn.) 33
Jackson St. 41, Texas Southern 21
Jacksonville St. 40, Abilene Christian 25
James Madison 51, Campbell 14
Kentucky St. 63, Central St. (Ohio) 0
Lenoir-Rhyne 56, Barton 20
Livingstone 17, Johnson C. Smith 3
Mars Hill 20, Tusculum 7
Marshall 28, FAU 13
Memphis 28, SMU 25
Methodist 40, Greensboro 14
Miami 33, Georgia Tech 30
Miles 52, Tuskegee 23
Mississippi 27, Liberty 14
Morehouse 35, Clark Atlanta 26
Murray St. 32, Tennessee Tech 27
NC A&T 21, Charleston Southern 18
NC Central 38, Norfolk St. 36, 2OT
NC State 28, Florida St. 14
NC Wesleyan 19, S. Virginia 10
Newberry 41, Wingate 35, 2OT
Nicholls 24, McNeese St. 14
North Carolina 58, Wake Forest 55
North Texas 38, Southern Miss. 14
Northwestern St. 28, Houston Baptist 24
Notre Dame (Ohio) 45, UNC-Pembroke 7
Old Dominion 47, FIU 24
Pittsburgh 54, Duke 29
Richmond 28, Towson 17
SC State 15, Howard 12
Samford 35, The Citadel 14
Shenandoah 35, Apprentice 16
Shorter 38, Erskine 7
South Carolina 40, Florida 17
St. Augustines 21, Shaw 17
Tennessee 45, Kentucky 42
Trinity (Texas) 28, Birmingham South-

ern 27
Troy 31, South Alabama 24
UAB 52, Louisiana Tech 38
UCF 14, Tulane 10
UT Martin 41, Tennessee St. 20
Valdosta St. 31, North Greenville 21
Villanova 35, Elon 0
Virginia Union 20, Virginia St. 13
Virginia-Wise 30, Catawba 7
W. Carolina 43, Furman 42
W. Kentucky 48, Middle Tennessee 21
Washington & Lee 28, Ferrum 24
West Florida 47, West Alabama 7

MIDWEST

Albion 41, Hope 38
Anderson (Ind.) 42, Defiance 14
Augustana (Ill.) 48, Elmhurst 7
Aurora 38, Lakeland 20
Baldwin Wallace 17, Ohio Northern 14
Bemidji St. 36, Northern St. 34
Benedictine (Ill.) 49, Concordia (Ill.) 21
Bethel (Minn. ) 45, Augsburg 14
Bluffton 31, Manchester 7
Carroll (Wis.) 26, Carthage 17
Central 56, Dubuque 7
Chicago 66, Lawrence 0
Cincinnati 28, Tulsa 20
Coe 31, Buena Vista 28
Concord 23, Alderson-Broaddus 10
Concordia (Moor.) 41, Hamline 7
Cornell (Iowa) 35, Knox 34
DePauw 66, Oberlin 13
Denison 59, Hiram 6
Emporia St. 56, Lincoln (Mo.) 21
Ferris St. 50, Davenport 14
Findlay 20, Ashland 17
Fort Hays St. 64, Northeastern Huskies 6
Grand Valley St. 62, Wayne St. (Mich.) 13
Greenville 28, Finlandia 2
Gustavus Adolphus 29, St. Olaf 14
Heidelberg 27, John Carroll 21, OT
Hillsdale 31, Kentucky Wesleyan 12
Illinois 14, Minnesota 6
Illinois College 55, Grinnell 24
Illinois St. 17, N. Iowa 10, OT
Indianapolis 45, William Jewell 14
Iowa 17, Northwestern 12
Iowa St. 30, Texas 7

Kansas St. 35, Kansas 10
Lake Forest 84, Beloit 3
Lindenwood (Mo.) 43, Missouri S&T 16
Loras 69, Luther 6
Macalester 28, St. Scholastica 14
Marietta 56, Otterbein 7
Martin Luther 28, Westminster (Mo.) 14
Michigan 29, Indiana 7
Michigan Tech 34, Northwood (Mich.) 0
Millikin 21, North Park 0
Minn. Duluth 41, Augustana (SD) 15
Minn. St. (Moorhead) 24, Concordia

(St.P.) 3
Minnesota St. 52, SW Minnesota 0
Missouri St. 38, S. Illinois 28
Missouri Western 59, Cent. Missouri 28
Monmouth (Ill.) 31, Ripon 21
Mount St. Joseph 23, Hanover 6
Mount Union 73, Muskingum 7
Neb.-Kearney 37, Cent. Oklahoma 22
North Central 59, Washington (Mo.) 20
North Dakota 24, Youngstown St. 21
Notre Dame 34, Navy 6
Ohio Dominican 31, Lake Erie 0
Ohio St. 26, Nebraska 17
Ohio Wesleyan 52, Kenyon 17
Olivet 35, Adrian 28
Purdue 40, Michigan St. 29
Rose Hulman 38, Franklin 14
S. Dakota St. 27, N. Dakota St. 19
SW Baptist 47, Quincy 31
Saginaw Valley St. 33, N. Michigan 21
Sioux Falls 38, Wayne St. (Neb.) 17
South Dakota 42, W. Illinois 21
St. John’s (Minn.) 38, Carleton 10
St. Norbert 70, Eureka 21
Tiffin 56, Walsh 16
Trine 37, Alma 23
Truman St. 44, McKendree 13
Valparaiso 65, Presbyterian 55
Wartburg 50, Nebraska Wesleyan 14
Washburn 28, Pittsburg St. 26
Wheaton (Ill.) 72, Illinois Wesleyan 7
Wilmington (Ohio) 24, Capital 21
Winona St. 40, Upper Iowa 12
Wis. Lutheran 41, Concordia (Wis.) 21
Wis.-Oshkosh 49, Wis.-Stevens Pt 17
Wis.-Platteville 55, Wis.-Eau Claire 28
Wis.-River Falls 57, Wis.-Stout 35
Wis.-Whitewater 13, Wis.-La Crosse 7
Wittenberg 35, Wabash 14
Wooster 59, Allegheny 41

SOUTHWEST

Appalachian St. 48, Arkansas St. 14
Ark.-Pine Bluff 33, Grambling St. 26
Arkansas 31, Mississippi St. 28
Cent. Arkansas 63, Texas Wesleyan

Rams 3
E. Texas Baptist 31, Sul Ross St. 28
Hardin Simmons 56, Austin 14
Incarnate Word 55, SE Louisiana 52
Mary Hardin-Baylor 59, Howard Payne

14
Prairie View 24, Alabama St. 20
S. Arkansas 31, S. Nazarene 10
SE Oklahoma 35, Ouachita Baptist 21
Sam Houston St. 59, Dixie St. 10
Southwestern (Texas) 24, Texas Luthe-

ran 14
Stephen F. Austin 31, E. Kentucky 17
TCU 30, Baylor 28
Tarleton St. 42, Lamar 21
Texas A&M 20, Auburn 3
Texas State 27, Louisiana-Monroe 19
UTSA 44, UTEP 23

FAR WEST

Arizona 10, California 3
Arizona St. 31, Southern Cal 16
Army 21, Air Force 14, OT
BYU 59, Idaho St. 14
Boise St. 40, Fresno St. 14
Cent. Washington 54, W. New Mexico 29
Chadron St. 45, W. Oregon 7
Colorado 37, Oregon St. 34, 2OT
Colorado Mines 28, CSU-Pueblo 12
Idaho 42, S. Utah 24
La Verne 38, Pomona Pitzer 37
Montana 35, N. Colorado 0
Montana St. 23, E. Washington 20
Nevada 27, San Jose St. 24
Oregon 26, Washington 16
Portland St. 30, Weber St. 18
S.D. Mines 40, N.M. Highlands 17
Sacramento St. 41, Cal Poly 9
San Diego 10, Morehead St. 3
San Diego St. 17, Hawaii 10
UC Davis 40, N. Arizona 24
UNLV 31, New Mexico 17
Utah St. 35, New Mexico St. 13
Wyoming 31, Colorado St. 17

REBECCA S. GRATZ/AP 

Ohio State’s Chris Olave stiff arms Nebraska’s Quinton Newsome in the Buckeyes’ 26­17 win on Saturday. 

Scoreboard

Boilermakers handed Iowa it’s

first loss of the season. Bell was

the catalyst against the Spartans,

too.

Bell had 22 catches for 457

yards in the two huge upsets.

Purdue is the first team since Il-

linois in 2007 to win two games

against top-five teams as an un-

ranked team.

“We’ve had some adversity

along the way, but that’s football

and that’s what trains you to be

great,” coach Jeff Brohm said.

“It’s just a truly a great win for our

program.”

One loss won’t eliminate Michi-

gan State, not as long as it still has

a chance to win the Big Ten and a

game against Ohio State in a cou-

ple weeks. 

But Saturday was a reminder

that the Spartans is probably clos-

er to being a developing program

on the upswing than a team ready

to make the playoff in year two un-

der coach Mel Tucker.

Michigan State is the fourth top-

five team this season to lose to an

unranked team, joining Alabama

(No. 1 against Texas A&M), Iowa

(No. 2 against Purdue) and Ore-

gon (No. 4 against Stanford).

For Wake Forest, one loss might

be enough to squash those CFP

dreams.

The Demon Deacons’ defense,

as generous as their offense is

dangerous, finally caught up to

coach Dave Clawson’s crew at

North Carolina.

In a nonconference game be-

tween in-state Atlantic Coast Con-

ference rivals that don’t play near-

ly enough, the Tar Heels used a

24-0 run in the fourth quarter to

beat the Deacs.

It was another wild shootout be-

tween the ACC’s two star Sams:

Wake’s Hartman (398 yards pass-

ing and seven total touchdowns)

and UNC’s Howell (320 total yards

and three total TDs).

“It just felt like a rerun of last

year’s game,” Clawson said.

The last two seasons, North Car-

olina and the Demon Deacons

have combined 225 points in a pair

of one-possession games won by

the Heels.

Wake is still in first in the ACC

Atlantic, but that doesn’t carry

much weight these days. The

Deacs could still finish as a one-

loss conference champion, but

with North Carolina State and

Clemson coming up the next two

weeks the division race is far from

settled. While fans and the selec-

tion committee demand style

points from No. 2 Cincinnati (CFP

No. 6) —- didn’t get them this week

—- all over college football it is

survive and advance.

To be clear, it would be a lot eas-

ier to back the Bearcats’ CFP push

if they didn’t need two goal-line

stands in the final few minutes to

put away Tulsa (3-6).

“It’s about winning against a

team that is a much better football

team than their record shows,”

Cincinnati coach Luke Fickell

said.

But it’s not as if the Bearcats

were the only highly ranked team

from Ohio to gut out a victory

against a three-win team Satur-

day.

See: No. 6 Ohio State (CFP No.

5) against Nebraska.

“It’s great to get wins on the

road. It’s not easy to do,” Buckeyes

coach Ryan Day said.

No. 7 Oregon came away with a

workmanlike victory against rival

Washington (4-5), proving Husk-

ies coach Jimmy Lake’s ill-ad-

vised point that his team is indeed

not recruiting against the Ducks.

Even No. 3 Alabama (CFP No. 2)

looked out of sorts Saturday, run-

ning for 6 yards against an LSU

(4-5) team that is playing out the

string with a lame duck coach. 

There are now only four unbea-

ten teams in major college foot-

ball: No.1 Georgia, which contin-

ues to be in a class by itself, Cin-

cinnati, No. 4 Oklahoma (CFP No.

8) and No. 16 UTSA.

When it comes to the CFP What

If game, the question shouldn’t be

what happens if all these teams

win out? It should be what if all

these teams lose down the stretch?

Around the country:All the ten-

sion around Florida and Dan Mul-

len seemed as if it was leading to

the Gators finishing strong against

the weak part of their schedule

and the coach making a bunch of

staff changes in the offseason. Af-

ter South Carolina pounded the

Gators as a three-touchdown un-

derdog, the idea of Florida firing

Mullen feels very possible. It

should be noted, Mullen said the

Gators were dealing with a flu out-

break ... Iowa State has won three

straight against Texas under

coach Matt Campbell. The Cy-

clones were 2-14 against the Long-

horns before Campbell. ... Huge

day for Big Ten receivers: joining

Bell in topping 200 yards was Ohio

State’s Jaxson Smith-Njigba had

15 catches for 240 yards and Penn

State’s Jahan Dotson had 11 for

242 and all three of the Nittany Li-

ons’ offensive touchdowns against

Maryland. ... Coordinator of the

day: Texas A&M’s Mike Elko. Not

only did the 1 3th-ranked Aggies

smother No. 12 Auburn, but A&M

also got a commitment from the

top defensive tackle in the class of

2022 on Saturday ... TCU’s first

game in more than two decades

without Gary Patterson as coach

was the Frogs’ first victory this

season against a ranked team. No.

14 Baylor absorbed its second loss

and essentially removed itself

from the CFP dark horse list. 

Killers: Tough day for
teams across Top 25
FROM PAGE 24



ARLINGTON, Texas — Jordyn

Law recovered teammate Chris-

tian Anderson’s fumble at the goal

line for an overtime touchdown and

Army defeated Air Force 21-14 on

Saturday.

After Law’s game-saving recov-

ery, the Black Knights (5-3) denied

the Falcons (6-3) the end zone when

Jabari Moore broke up Haaziq Da-

niels’ fourth-down pass.

“I got lucky,” Anderson said.

“We never stopped battling at the

end. We just executed when we

needed to. It feels really good. It’s

definitely nerve-wracking having it

come down to the last drive.”

The victory means Army can do

no worse than a tie for the Com-

mander-in-Chief’s Trophy, which

goes to the service academy with

the best record in round-robin com-

petition. The Black Knights will re-

tain the prize whether they win or

lose against Navy in December as

Air Force defeated the Midship-

men earlier this season. Army

came in having won three of the

past four trophies.

“That trophy that we’re fighting

for, every team is desperate to win

it to get it in their trophy case,”

Black Knights coach Jeff Monken

said. “I am really proud of these

guys.”

The Falcons tied the game on

Matthew Depore’s second field

goal of the game, a 30-yarder with

23 seconds left in regulation. They

had reached the Army 11 before a

15-yard chop-block penalty stalled

the drive.

After a scoreless first half, the

Black Knights took the second-half

kickoff and with the help of a 39-

yard pass from Tyhier Tyler to Ty-

rell Robinson, scored on Tyler’s 9-

yard run. Air Force responded with

Dapore’s 39-yard field goal and Ar-

my came right back with a 79-yard

pass play from Christian Anderson

to Robinson and a 13-3 lead after

three quarters.

The Falcons closed the gap to

14-9 early in the fourth on Daniels’

4-yard toss to Dane Kinamon with

the key play on the drive a 31-yard

completion to David Cormier.

Air Force and the Black Knights

came in as the nation’s top two

rushing teams but turned to the

pass in the second half. The Falcons

outgained Army 401-322 in total

yards, including 226-214 in the air.

Robinson had 118 yards receiving

for the Black Knights while Bran-

don Lewis had 106 for Air Force.

“When we throw the ball and

have to throw the ball, it’s usually

not a great formula for us to win be-

cause we are a running football

team,” Monken said. “We try to

control the clock and keep away

from the other team.”

Law saves day,
Army overcomes
Air Force in OT

TIM HEITMAN/AP

Army offensive lineman Jordyn Law (77) recovers a fumble for a touchdown in the Black Knights’ 21­14
overtime win Saturday against Air Force in in Arlington, Texas.

Associated Press 

3
Army ended a run of three consecutive
losses after losing 28-16 at Ball State,
20-14 at Wisconsin and 70-56 vs.
Wake Forest.

SOURCE: Associated Press
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — After getting an

earful from Notre Dame coach Brian Kel-

ly, Jack Coan delivered the big blow — a

70-yard touchdown pass to Kevin Austin at

the end of the first half — and the No. 8

Fighting Irish shut down Navy’s triple-op-

tion attack in a 34-6 victory Saturday.

“Coach was screaming at me because it

was open the play before,” said Coan, a

grad transfer from Wisconsin who com-

pleted 23 of 29 passes for 269 yards who

threw for 269 yards. “He told me to throw it

there, so that’s exactly what I did. I fol-

lowed his plan. When you can get the ball to

a guy like Kevin Austin, he can take it the

distance every time.”

The touchdown play ended a 5-play, 95-

yard scoring drive that took one minute to

complete and it provided a 17-3 halftime

lead for the Irish (8-1, No. 10 CFP). It was

one of six receptions for Austin, who to-

taled 139 yards for the game. 

“It’s a difficult game to prepare for,”

Kelly said after Notre Dame’s fourth

straight victory of the season after its 24-13

loss Oct. 2 to No. 2 (CFP No. 6) Cincinnati, a

team that the Midshipmen battled to a 27-

20 home loss Oct. 23. “I’m extremely proud

how the team prepared all week and the

way they executed. We were detailed and

focused.”

Kyren Williams ran for 95 yards and two

scores as the Irish offense totaled 430

yards. Williams, who had a career-high 199

yards last week in a 44-34 shootout victory

over North Carolina, scored on runs of 1

and 20 yards.

Grad nose tackle Kurt Hinish had a ca-

reer-high 10 tackles after making just 14 in

six games coming in. Notre Dame dominat-

ed Navy (2-7) with its size and physical

play. The Midshipmen controlled the

clock, with 34:33 of possession — but com-

pleted just one pass for 18 yards and rushed

for 166 yards — 73 on 22 carries by fullback

Isaac Ruoss. 

“We couldn’t run the ball in the first half,

and in the second half we had a hard time

tackling,” Navy coach Ken Niumatalolo

said. “We got worn down.”

It was the Irish’s fourth straight victory

in the series that began in 1927 but was in-

terrupted last year by the COVID-19 pan-

demic. Notre Dame has an 80-13-1 lead in

the series that will continue at least

through 2032.

The Midshipmen led 3-0 after the first

quarter on the first of two field goals by Bi-

jan Nichols. But the Irish scored 17 points

in the second quarter — Jonathan Doerer’s

tying field goal, Williams’ 1-yard TD run

and the Coan-to-Austin’s touchdown aerial

with 50 seconds remaining — for a 17-3

halftime lead.

“Giving up that late touchdown (in the

first half) was tough because we deferred,”

Niumatalolo said. 

Notre Dame got a safety when Navy

backup quarterback Xavier Arline, replac-

ing injured starter Tai Lavatai, recovered

his own fumble in the end zone early in the

fourth quarter. Williams then recovered

his goal-line fumble in the end zone to fin-

ish off his 20-yard scoring scamper. Fresh-

man Logan Diggs completed the scoring

with an 8-yard run.

The takeaway
Navy: The Midshipmen struggled

against Notre Dame’s physical front four.

Back-to-back quarterback sacks of Lavatai

by Hinish and Jordan Botelho forced Navy

to settle for a 49-yard field goal by Nichols

and a 3-0 first-quarter lead.

Lavatai then suffered a neck injury late

in the second quarter and didn’t return. Ar-

line replaced him and completed one of

two passes for 18 yards but managed just

eight yards on eight carries.

“We ate up so much clock and came

away with nothing,” Niumatalolo said after

the Midshipmen managed just two field

goals with its time of possession advantage.

Notre Dame: After being held scoreless

in the first quarter, the Irish outgained the

Midshipmen 225-12 yards in the second

quarter, including 158-0 through the air

while scoring 17 straight points behind

quarterbacks Coan and freshman Tyler

Buchner, who alternated over the last

three quarters.

Coan had two big completions to Austin

in the first half — a 38-yarder completion to

set up Doerer’s tying 24-yard field goal and

then their 70-yard completion that put the

Irish up 17-3 with 50 seconds left.

No. 8 Irish ride Coan’s arm, defense to win over Navy

PAUL SANCYA/AP

Navy safety Rayuan Lane (18) upends
Notre Dame running back Kyren Williams
(23) in the first half of Notre Dame’s 34­6
win Saturday South Bend, Ind.

BY JOHN FINERAN

Associated Press 
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SPORTS
Undisputed champion

Álvarez unifies super middleweight
titles for first time ›› Boxing, Page 19

Law, Army prevail over Air Force in OT ›› College football, Page 23

W
hen the first College Football Playoff

rankings come out, it is tempting to

play What if? 

What if this team wins out? What if

that team remains unbeaten? What would the CFP

field look like then?

It’s a fun game, but usually the teams that most sur-

prisingly reach November in playoff contention don’t

stay that way.

If you spent any time this week wondering: What if

No. 5 Michigan State (CFP No. 3) or No. 10 Wake For-

est (CFP No. 9) finished undefeated, well, that’s not a

thing anymore. Two of the most surprising teams of

the season lost Saturday.

A week after the Spartans surged up the rankings

with a dramatic victory against Michigan, they be-

came the latest AP top-five team taken down by the

Big Ten’s Giant Killers.

The Spoilermakers struck again. Purdue now has

17 victories against top-five teams as an unranked

team, six more than the next closest program. Just

three weeks ago, star receiver David Bell and the 

Giant Killers
Purdue, UNC stun No. 5 Michigan St., No. 10 Wake

BY RALPH D. RUSSO

Associated Press 

Top: Purdue running back King Doerue, center, celebrates a touchdown against Michigan State in
West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday. Purdue won 40­29. Right: North Carolina quarterback Sam Howell 
runs against Wake Forest during the Tar Heels’ 58­55 victory in Chapel Hill, N.C., on Saturday.

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL CONROY, TOP, AND GERRY BROOME, RIGHT/AP
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