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ETHAN J. Soto/U.S. Navy

Aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson in dry dock at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in June 2020. The U.S. Navy plans to build a new dry dock at the
shipyard to accommodate its largest carriers and submarines that operate in the Pacific.

Bigger, hetter in West Coast

Navy plan would build dry dock for largest carrier, subs in Pacific

By GArRY WARNER
Stars and Stripes

BREMERTON, Wash. — The Navy plans to
build a new dry dock at Puget Sound Naval
Shipyard that can accommodate its largest air-
craft carriers and nuclear-powered subma-
rines into the 22nd century.

Details of the proposal were released Thurs-
day evening during a briefing for the public ata
community center in Bremerton near the wa-
terfront.

Capt. John Hale, commanding officer of Na-
val Base Kitsap, which includes the shipyard,
said the plan would help ensure the Navy re-
mains a major presence in the Seattle area well
into the next century.

“This is the only place on the West Coast that
you can do maintenance on aircraft carriers,”
he said. “The new dry dock maintains the capa-
bility here in the Pacific Northwest for the next
80 to 100 years.”

The shipyard has the only dry dock along the
Pacific Ocean that can be used to repair Ni-
mitz-class aircraft carriers and a variety of nu-
clear-powered submarines. But the new Ger-
ald R. Ford-class carriers weigh enough to dis-
place more than 100,000 gallons of water and
are just under 1,100 feet long.

David Gibson, a project manager for the Na-
val Facilities Engineering Systems Command,

SEE BETTER ON PAGE 6

GARY WARNER/Sta is
A Hammerhead crane is shown at Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard in May.

USAF cuts
retirement
benefits for
trans troops

By KonsTANTIN TOROPIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Air
Force said Thursday it would de-
ny all transgender service mem-
bers who have served between 1S
and 18 years the option to retire
early and would instead separate
them without retirement benefits.
One Air Force sergeant said he
was “betrayed and devastated” by
the move.

The move means that transgen-
der service members will now be
faced with the choice of either tak-
ing a lump-sum separation pay-
ment offered to junior troops or be
removed from the service.

An Air Force spokesperson told
The Associated Press that “al-
though service members with 15
to 18 years of honorable service
were permitted to apply for an ex-
ception to policy, none of the ex-
ceptions to policy were ap-
proved.” About a dozen service
members had been “prematurely
notified” that they would be able
to retire before that decision was
reversed, according to the spokes-
person who spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss internal Air
Force policy.

A memo issued Monday an-
nouncing the new policy, which
was reviewed by the AP, said that
the choice to deny retirement ben-
efits was made “after careful con-
sideration of the individual appli-
cations.”

All transgender members of the
Air Force are being separated
from the service under the Trump
administration’s policies.

The move comes after the Pen-
tagon was given permission in
early May by the Supreme Court
to move forward with a ban on all
transgender troops serving in the
military.

SEE TRANS ON PAGE 8
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Commercial fishing in Pacific nature area halted by judge

Associated Press

HONOLULU — Commercial
fishing that recently resumed in a
vast protected area of the Pacific
Ocean must halt once again, after
a judge in Hawaii sided last week
with environmentalists challeng-
ing a Trump administration roll-
back of federal ocean protections.

The remote Pacific Islands Her-
itage Marine National Monument
is home to turtles, marine mam-
mals and seabirds, which environ-
mental groups say will get
snagged by longline fishing, an in-

dustrial method involving baited
hooks from lines 60 miles or long-
er.

President Donald Trump’s ex-
ecutive order to allow this and oth-
er types of commerecial fishing in
part of the monument changed
regulations without providing a
process for public comment and
rulemaking and stripped core pro-
tections from the monument, the
groups argued in a lawsuit.

U.S. District Judge Micah W. J.
Smith granted a motion by the en-
vironmentalists on Friday. The

ruling means boats catching fish
for sale will need to immediately
cease fishing in waters between S0
and 200 nautical miles around
Johnston Atoll, Jarvis Island and
Wake Island, said Earthjustice, an
environmental law organization
representing the plaintiffs.

President George W. Bush cre-
ated the marine monument in
20009. It consists of about 500,000
square miles in the remote central
Pacific Ocean southwest of Ha-
waii. President Barack Obama ex-
panded it in 2014.

EXCHANGE RATES

Military rates
Euro costs (Aug. 11) 0.84
British pound (Aug. 11) $1.31
Japanese yen (Aug. 11) 144.00
South Korean won (Aug. 11) 1351.00
Ci cial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) 0.3717
Britain (Pound) 1.3448
Canada (Dollar) 1.3751
China (Yuan) 7.181
Denmark (Krone) 6.411
Egypt (Pound) 48.1507
Euro 0.8584
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.8499
Hungary (Forint) 339.38
Israel (Shekel) 3.4300
Japan (Yen) 147.653
Kuwait (Dinar) 0.3050
Norway (Krone) 10.2796
Philippines (Peso) 56.65
Poland (Zloty) 3.6436
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7488
Singapore (Dollar) 1.285
South Korea (Won) 1387.77

Switzerland (Franc) 0.8081
Thailand (Baht) 32.19
Turkey (NewLira) 40.793

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates areinterbankrates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 7.50
Interest Rates Discount rate 4.50
Federal funds market rate 4.38
3-month bill 4.24
30-year bond 4.85
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Arrest made in death that led to M18 halt

By CorREY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

The Air Force has charged an
airman with making false state-
ments, obstructing justice and in-
voluntary manslaughter in the Ju-
ly 20 shooting death of a security
forces airman at F.E. Warren Air
Force Base in Wyoming, the ser-
vice announced Friday.

The suspect was arrested re-
cently as the investigations into
the shooting and the safety of the
military’s M18 pistols launched in
the wake of Airman Brayden Lo-
van’s death progressed, the Air
Force said in a brief statement.
The suspect was not named in the
statement.

“The investigation in this case is
ongoing and further details are not
available,” the statement read.

Air Force Global Strike Com-
mand, which oversees the
service’s nuclear capabilities in-
cluding the intercontinental bal-
listic missiles at F.E. Warren, or-
dered a pause in the use of the M18
pistol after Lovan’s death.

The concern was the shooting
might have been the result of a so-

called “uncommanded  dis-
charge,” which occurs when a gun
fires without the trigger being
pulled.

The suspect’s charges indicate
investigators Dbelieve Lovan’s
death was likely the result of a
negligent discharge in which the
gun’s trigger was accidentally
pulled and the gun fired.

Global Strike Command’s pause
in the use of the MI18 pistol re-
mained in place Friday, a spokes-
man for the command said. It was
not expected to be lifted until after
the investigations were completed
and provided to Gen. Thomas Bus-
siere, who leads Air Force Global
Strike Command.

Some commanders in Air Force
Combat Command —the service’s
largest four-star command — also
ordered temporary halts of the
pistol’s use “as a precautionary
measure until airmen undergo re-
fresher training,” that command
announced last week.

As of Friday, the Air Force was
continuing efforts to inspect all its
roughly 125,000 M18 pistols to en-
sure safety, another Air Force

spokesperson said.

The M18 is one of two variants of
the Sig Sauer-built P320 handgun
made for the U.S. military, along
with a larger version — the M17.
The two striker-fired, semiauto-
matic 9mm pistols replaced the
Beretta M9 as the U.S. military’s
primary handguns in recent
years.

But Sig Sauer has been plagued
by numerous claims — and more
than one dozen lawsuits — that its
P320 models, including the M18
and M17, had fired without trigger
pulls, injuring individuals includ-
ing police officers and civilians.
Those claims have resulted in doz-
ens of law enforcement agencies
— including some federal agen-
cies — barring their officers from
carrying P320s on duty. Many ci-
vilian shooting ranges have also
barred the use of P320 variants at
their facilities.

Sig has long insisted its P320
models were safe and incapable of
producing “uncommanded” dis-
charges.

The New Hampshire-based
company has said it was cooperat-

ZeesHAN NAEem/U.S. Air Force

A Sig Sauer M18 is shot during a tactical leadership course.

ing with the investigations into the
circumstances of Lovan’s death.
“The P320 pistol is one of the
safest, most advanced pistols in
the world — meeting and exceed-
ing all industry safety standards,”
Sig Sauer said in a statement after
Lovan’s death. “Its design has
been thoroughly tested and vali-
dated by the U.S. military and law

enforcement agencies at the fed-
eral, state and local levels. In addi-
tion, the P320 has been rigorously
tested and is currently in use by
militaries and law enforcement
agencies around the world. ... The
P320 cannot, under any circum-
stances, discharge without the
trigger first being moved to the
rear.”

Tricare set to end
coverage of weight
loss drugs for some

By ALisoN BaTH
Stars and Stripes

Some retired service members
and others fighting the battle of
the bulge will no longer have the
cost of several popular weight loss
drugs covered by the military
health system, Tricare announced
last week.

Starting Aug. 31, Tricare for Life
beneficiaries won’t receive cover-
age for Zepbound, Wegovy or oth-
er GLP-1 medications, a Tricare
statement said Tuesday. Tricare is
the federal health care program
for active-duty service members,
retirees and their families.

The change also applies to De-
fense Department civilians and
other people not covered by Tri-
care but who are eligible to re-
ceive care at military hospitals,
according to the statement.

Coverage of weight loss drugs
for active-duty service members,
retirees and their families en-
rolled in other health care plans,
such as Tricare Prime or Tricare
Select, will depend on a person’s
condition and certain criteria, Tri-
care said.

It wasn’t clear exactly what
benchmarks people would need to
meet for weight loss drug cover-
age. Enrollment in a Tricare pre-
mium plan, prior authorization
and a prescription from a network

health care provider are among
the requirements, according to
the statement.

“Otherwise, if you have an ap-
proved prior authorization for
weight loss drugs, it’s no longer
valid,” Tricare said in the state-
ment. “You’ll need to see your pro-
vider to discuss your options.”

People affected by the change
will get a notice in the mail in the
coming weeks, Tricare added.

Use of GLP-1 medications, such
as Trulicity, Ozempic, Mounjaro
or Victoza, to treat type-2 diabetes
still will be covered, provided that
the treatment is medically neces-
sary and prior authorization is ob-
tained. Some drugs, such as
Ozempic, require a copayment.

It’s unclear how many people
will be affected by the change. But
a Military Health System report
published in January 2024 found
that the number of active-duty
service members who were pre-
scribed a weight loss drug from
January 2018 through June 2023
increased nearly a hundredfold,
from 1.2 to 104.4 per 100,000 ser-
vice members.

Likewise, the number of month-
ly prescriptions for weight loss
drugs filled during the same peri-
od rose from seven to 816. Nearly
100% of those prescriptions were
for a supply of 90 days or less, ac-
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Tricare for Life beneficiaries will lose coverage of weight loss drugs such as Zepbound and Wegovy, seen
here, starting Aug. 31, the military's health insurer said in a statement Tuesday.

cording to the report.

The report also said that the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention estimated in 2022
that increased obesity prevalence
in military members costs a po-
tential $1.5 billion annually in
obesity-related health care and
658,000 lost workdays.

“The trend in use of weight loss
medication in the military should
continue to be monitored, as these
therapies represent a novel tool to
manage obesity in this popula-
tion,” the military health report
stated.

The DHA action comes as civil-
ian health care insurers also grap-
ple with a surge of people seeking

the costly drugs amid an obesity
epidemic.

In a cost-saving move last
month, CVS Caremark stopped
covering Zepbound, which is used
for chronic weight management
in obese or overweight adults,
CNN reported July 1.

Zepbound and other weight loss
drugs typically used to treat dia-
betes mimic hormones that regu-
late hunger and satiety, helping
people feel full sooner and eat less,
according to a University of Chi-
cago Medicine report in June.

But the cost of those benefits
ranges from $700-$800 per month,
according to the report.

The researchers also studied

the financial impacts if a govern-
ment health care program, such as
Medicare, were to expand its cov-
erage of weight loss drugs for
medical treatments beyond dia-
betes or sleep apnea.

Their projections showed that
such an expansion could result in
$48 billion in new Medicare
spending over 10 years, according
to the report.

“Insurers and policymakers
aren’t just asking, ‘Is this a good
treatment?”” David Kim, a health
economist at the University of
Chicago, said in the report.
“They’re asking, ‘What will this do
to our budget?” And for now, the
budget impact is huge.”
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Remains found on Okinawa likely American

By BriaN McELHINEY
AND KEeisu1 Kosa
Stars and Stripes

Japanese scientists using an im-
proved method of analysis recently
identified a third set of remains as
likely those of an American service
member who fought on Okinawa
during World War II.

The scientists, using stable iso-
tope analysis on remains discov-
ered in Nishihara town in April
2024, concluded in May that they
probably belong to an American, a
spokesman with Japan’s Ministry
of Health, Labor and Welfare said
last month.

The stable isotope method allows
analysts to identify ratios of carbon,
nitrogen and oxygen isotopes with-
in body tissues, which can give in-
dicators of where that person may
be from, John Byrd, scientific anal-
ysis director with the Defense
POW/MIA Accounting Agency,
said by phone Wednesday.

“Some of them, like the carbon
and nitrogen, are heavily influ-
enced by dietary habits, and Amer-
icans stand out pretty clearly from
Japanese,” he said. “So, we and the
labs in Japan, we use this approach
to try to determine whether the re-
mains are Americans or Japanese,
if it’s from World War II battle ca-
sualties. It’s a pretty quick and
pretty inexpensive test to run.”

The remains, which analysts be-
lieve belong to one individual, were
loaned to the DPAA laboratory in
Hawaii for further stable isotope
and DNA testing in coming

PHoTos BY LAWRENCE WHALEY III/U.S. Navy

Marine Corps Master Sgt. Alexander Skousen renders honors while Army Sgt. 1st Class Sabrina Hollis
carries remains from Okinawa during an honorable carry ceremony at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam,

Hawaii, on July 16.

months, Byrd said.

A three-member DPAA team
collected the remains July 1S from
the War Dead Remains Collection
Information Center on Okinawa,
the ministry spokesman said.

Some Japanese government offi-
cials speak to the press only on con-
dition of anonymity.

Only two sets of remains from
Okinawa were previously identi-
fied as Americans using stable iso-
tope testing since the method was
introduced in 2012, the spokesman

said.

Because ancient dead were often
buried in caves according to Okina-
wa tradition, scientists must first
determine if the remains date from
World War I1.

“Those caves were used as shel-
ters during the Battle of Okinawa,
and some people died inside them,”
he said.

The first set of remains, discov-
eredin 2016, were identified as Ma-
rine Sgt. Harold M. Weaver, Byrd
said. Though Weaver is still listed

as unaccounted for on DPAA’s
website, the agency’s fiscal 2023
year in review lists him as account-
ed for.

The second set, discovered in
southern Okinawa and recovered
by Byrd in May 2024, is still being
analyzed by DPAA, he said.

“We have to go backwards,” he
said. “Our historians have to figure
out who was missing in that vicin-
ity, and then in the laboratory, we
do the forensics to then compare
what we have to that person.”

A U.S. flag is placed upon a case
containing remains repatriated
from Okinawa during an
honorable carry ceremony at
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

More than 100 U.S. service mem-
berskilled during the battle are still
missing “somewhere around the is-
land,” according to Byrd.

The Battle of Okinawa from
April to June 1945 killed more than
14,000 American service members,
approximately 110,000 Japanese
troops and at least 140,000 Okina-
wan civilians.

More than 187,000 sets of re-
mains have been recovered since
the battle, according to the minis-
try’s website.

DPAA plans to send a team back
to southern Okinawa in March and
April to investigate the recent dis-
covery sites. The agency may then
ask the Japanese government for
permission to excavate the sites,
Byrd said.

“The only reason we’re having
some success getting some re-
mains from Okinawa is because
we’ve had great support from the
government of Japan and the pre-
fecture government,” he said.

DODEA adding 20 minutes to the
school day on Okinawa this year

By BrRiaN McELHINEY
Stars and Stripes

The school day at Department of
Defense  Education  Activity
schools on Okinawa will increase
by 20 minutes starting with the up-
coming school year, according to
DODEA-Pacific.

The change amounts to approxi-
mately S8 additional instructional
hours annually, according to
schedules posted on DODEA’s
website.

Teachers will not be in line for a
pay bump for the additional hours,
spokeswoman Miranda Ferguson
wrote in a July 16 email. Teacher
pay is based on an eight-hour duty
day, and their work schedules
“will continue to fall under the es-
tablished paid time frame,” she
said.

The extended schedule will ap-
ply to the Pacific South district’s 13
schools, Ferguson said. More than
6,000 students — the children of
U.S. service members and civilian
Defense Department employees
— attend those schools.

The new schedule will bring

Okinawa schools in line with oth-
ers across the DODEA system,
Ferguson said. The school day on
the island had been shorter on av-
erage than those in other districts.

Emails sent July 9 to faculty,
staff and parents outlined the
changes, Ferguson said. The par-
ent communication, signed by dis-
trict superintendent Melissa
Hayes, was posted to the schools’
official Facebook pages on July 14.

Stars and Stripes obtained a
copy of Hayes’ separate email to
faculty and staff.

“We recognize this increases
the duty day for educators; howev-
er, research suggests this small in-
crease in instructional time will
have a great impact on student
achievement,” she wrote.

The average school day on OKi-
nawa will grow from six hours, 19
minutes to six hours, 39 minutes.
By comparison, the average
school day on Japan’s main island
of Honshuis six hours, 35 minutes,
while schools in South Korea and
Guam average six hours, 36 min-
utes, Ferguson said.

At Kubasaki and Kadena high
schools on Okinawa, the school
day will stretch to seven hours —
10 to 30 minutes longer than other
area high schools, according to
schedules posted on DODEA’s
website.

“Each school’s administration
team will determine the best use of
the additional instructional time
based on their school’s needs,”
Ferguson said.

Students will continue to be re-
leased one hour early on Tuesdays
for teacher collaboration time,
when educators “evaluate student
data to inform instructional deci-
sion-making,” Ferguson said.

Child development centers,
school-age caregivers and youth
sports programs were notified of
the change, she added.

The decision violates the collec-
tive bargaining agreement be-
tween DODEA and the Federal
Education Association requiring
that duty hour changes be nego-
tiated with the union, an Okinawa
teacher said by phone July 22.

The teacher spoke on condition

KeisHi Kosa/Stars and Stripes

Defense Department schools on Okinawa, Japan, like Kadena
Elementary School , shown here in May, will add 20 minutes to their
instructional day starting with the 2025-26 school year.

of anonymity out of fear of retalia-
tion from DODEA.

The 2025-26 school year in-
cludes 175 instructional days for
Pacific schools, according to DO-
DEA’s website. Additional in-
structional time will be about S8
hours in the school year, which
would be unpaid, the teacher said.

“I hope [DODEA] will take the
long view — the appropriate view
—thatwe are here to help and edu-
cate children,” the teacher said.
“We should not be making teach-
ers work more, and especially we

should not be making them work
more for no pay.”

On May S, the union sued Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth, challeng-
ing a March 27 executive order
that the union says illegally
stripped it and two affiliated
unions of collective bargaining
rights.

Arepresentative for the Federal
Education Association declined by
email July 26 to provide aresponse
on the record about the 20-minute
school day extension on Okinawa.
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Democrats demand answers on jet funding

BY SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Democratic
lawmakers are demanding an-
swers from Air Force Secretary
Troy Meink on whether funds for
a nuclear modernization program
are being raided to pay for retro-
fits to the luxury jet that Qatar gift-
ed to President Donald Trump.

Meink told senators earlier this
year that the $400 million Boeing
747-8 jumbo jet will need “signif-
icant modifications” to meet Air
Force One standards and reports
in recent weeks indicate the fund-
ing for them will come from the
Air Force’s Sentinel nuclear mis-
sile program.

The program to replace Amer-
ica’s ground-launched nuclear
missile system is already delayed
by several years and 81% over
budget.

Lawmakers from both parties
have long expressed concerns
aboutits mismanagement and bal-
looning costs.

“Now, our concerns, and those

of other members, appear to be
prescient as part of the Sentinel
program’s bloated budget is being
redirected to an unintended pur-
pose: retrofitting the Qatari luxu-
ry jet to serve as Air Force One —
and subsequently, after he has left
office, as the Trump library’s pri-
vate plane,” lawmakers wrote in a
letter to Meink.

The letter was signed by Sens.
Elizabeth Warren of Massachu-
setts, Tammy Duckworth of Illi-
nois, Ed Markey of Massachusetts
and Adam Schiff of California as
well as Reps. John Garamendi of
California and Jamie Raskin of
Maryland.

The lawmakers said the Air
Force has yet to provide Congress
with the information it needs to
ensure the Qatari jet retrofit is not
endangering funds needed for the
Sentinel program and other criti-
cal Air Force initiatives.

The price tag for the retrofit is
classified but some lawmakers
have speculated it will cost $1 bil-
lion to make the plane safe for

transporting the president, in-
cluding installing  defenses
against surface-to-air missiles, se-
cure communications systems
and protections against counterin-
telligence.

Meink has said the retrofit will
not cost “anywhere near” $1 bil-
lion, telling the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee in June that the
actual cost will probably be less
than $400 million.

But lawmakers said they were
disturbed by reports that the Air
Force had recently assessed $934
million previously appropriated
for the Sentinel program as “ex-
cess to need,” meaning the money
could instead be used to pay for
other classified programs, includ-
ing the Qatari jet retrofit.

“It appears that funds for pro-
grams that the Air Force has con-
tinually claimed are among its top
national security priorities are
now being used as accounts for
presidential whims, while the
egregious lack of transparency
hides the true costs of these pro-

RoBERTO SCHMIDT/TNS

A Boeing 747 sits on the tarmac of Palm Beach International airport
in February. Recent reports indicate funding for modifications to a
luxury jet that Qatar gifted to the president will come from the Air
Force’s Sentinel nuclear missile program.

grams from taxpayers,” lawmak-
ers wrote.

They are asking Meink to re-
spond by Aug. 20 to a list of ques-
tions about the retrofit, how it will
be funded and any impacts on the

Sentinel program.

“The Air Force should provide
Congress with the information it
needs to ensure that taxpayer
funds are not being wasted,” law-
makers wrote.

CuLiFF OWEN/AP

A Marine Corps carry team moves the transfer case containing the
remains of Marine Cpl. Santiago Llanes at Dover Air Force Base, Del.,

on Aug. 6.

Marine corporal’s death in
Cuba under investigation

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The death of
a Marine Corps corporal in Cuba
from non-combat injuries is under
investigation by the Naval Crimi-
nal Investigative Service, officials
said Thursday.

Cpl. Santiago Llanes, who was
assigned to Marine Corps Security
Force Company in Guantanamo
Bay, was found unresponsive in
his barracks room Sunday and
pronounced dead at the scene, Lt.
Col. Rob Dolan said in a state-
ment. Llanes, who was an assis-
tant administrative chief, joined

the Marine Corps in 2022.

“I can confirm that NCIS is con-
ducting an investigation to deter-
mine the facts surrounding the
death of Marine Cpl. Santiago
Llanes, as we do in response to any
non-combat, medically unattend-
ed deaths of Department of the
Navy service members,” NCIS
spokeswoman Meredith March
said in a statement.

Llanes was transferred
Wednesday to Dover Air Force
Basein Delaware and greeted by a
team to honor the fallen in a cere-
mony known as a dignified trans-
fer.

Military base shootings range
from altercations to terrorism

By BEN FINLEY
AND JEFF MARTIN
Associated Press

ATLANTA — The shooting of
five U.S. Army soldiers at abase in
Georgia on Wednesday is the lat-
est in a growing list of violent oc-
currences at American military
installations over the years. Shoot-
ings have ranged from isolated
events between service members
to attacks on bases to mass-casu-
alty events, such as the shooting
by an Army psychiatrist at Tex-
as’s Ford Hood in 2009 that left 13
people dead.

In December, a National Guard
soldier was charged with murder
after authorities said he shot a
man at a former girlfriend’s resi-
dence on the grounds of Fort Gor-
don. The base outside of Augusta,
Ga.,is home to the U.S. Army Cyb-
er Command. It was formerly
known as Fort Eisenhower.

In December 2022, a soldier
was charged with murder in a mil-
itary court following the fatal
shooting of a sergeant at Georgia’s
Fort Stewart. Both soldiers served
in the 2nd Brigade Combat Team
of the 3rd Infantry Division. Fort
Stewart officials said the soldier
used a privately owned gun and
that fellow soldiers subdued the
gunman before his arrest.

In June 2020, a woman and a
man were Killed in a shooting at
the Grand Forks Air Force Base in
North Dakota. The woman’s par-
ents later told media outlet KJZZ
in Phoenix that she was the victim

of domestic violence.

In May 2020, a gunman tried to
speed through a security gate at
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi,
Texas, opening fire and wounding
asailor who was a member of base
security, authorities said. Security
officers shot and killed the attack-
er, Adam Salim Alsahli, a Corpus
Christi resident who had been a
student at a community college.
The FBI said at the time that the
shooting was being investigated as
a “terror-related incident.” A
group that monitors online activ-
ity of jihadis said Alsahli voiced
support for hard-line clerics.

On Dec. 6, 2019, a Saudi Air
Force officer who was training at a
Navy base in Pensacola, Fla.,
killed three U.S. sailors and
wounded eight other people in a
shooting that U.S. officials de-
scribed as an act of terrorism. Of-
ficials said the gunman, Mo-
hammed Saeed Alshamrani, had
been in touch with al-Qaida oper-
atives about planning and tactics.
Alshamrani was Kkilled by a sher-
iff’s deputy.

On Dec.4,2019,aU.S. Navy sail-
or used his service rifle to shoot
three civilian shipyard workers at
the Pearl Harbor military base in
Hawaii, killing two of them before
Kkilling himself. Gabriel Antonio
Romero, 22, of San Antonio, Tex-
as, was said to be unhappy with his
commanders and undergoing
counseling, although motive was
not determined.

In February 2017, a sailor was

fatally shot at Naval Air Station
Oceana in Virginia Beach by a se-
curity officer after he crashed
through a station gate and went to
his squadron’s hangar. Seaman
Robert Colton Wright was report-
ed to be “yelling and causing dam-
age” and moving aggressively to-
ward security officers until one of
the officers fired, striking him.

In July 2015, four Marines and a
sailor were killed by Kuwait-born
Muhammad Youssef Abdulazeez,
24 of Hixson, Tenn., who opened
fire at a recruiting center in Chat-
tanooga. He then drove several
miles away to a Navy and Marine
reserve center, where he shot and
killed the Marines and wounded
the sailor, who later died. Abdula-
zeez was shot to death by police.

In September 2013, a defense
contract employee and former
Navy reservist used a valid pass to
get onto the Washington Navy
Yard. Authorities said Aaron
Alexis Kkilled 12 people before he
was Killed in a gunbattle with po-
lice, authorities said.

In November 2009, Army psy-
chiatrist Nidal Hasan killed 13
people and wounded more than 30
at Fort Hood.

He said he was angry about be-
ing deployed to Afghanistan and
wanted to protect Islamic and Ta-
liban leaders from troops. It was
the deadliest attack on a domestic
military installation in U.S. histo-
ry. The Department of Defense
called it an act of workplace vio-
lence, not terrorism.
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Better: Plan envisions

‘multi-mission’ dry dock P

FROM PAGE 1

said the dry dock at Puget Sound
Naval Shipyard was designed in
the 1950s and built in the 1960s.

“Looking into the future, the
Ford-class carriers will not fit in
it,” he said. “You need to be able to
have enough room at the back of
the carrier to get the rudder off,
get the shaft out, and get the prop
off.”

The facility also needs triple the
amount of electricity to maintain
the operation of the modern-era
reliance on computers aboard
ships, and new developments such
as airplane elevators and launch-
ing mechanisms operated by elec-
tromagnets instead of steam used
for those jobs on current carriers.

The Navy now has only one ship-
yard in Norfolk, Va., that can han-
dle the Ford-class carriers.

A Ford-class carrier in Honolu-
lu would need 22 days at a speed of
25 knots to travel the more than
13,000 miles to Norfolk, via Cape
Horn at the southern tip of South
America. The trip from Honolulu
to Puget Sound at the same pace
would cover 2,500 miles in four
days.

Spread across 12,000 acres on a
peninsula west of Seattle, Naval
Base Kitsap has more than 15,000
sailors and other military person-
nel, along with more than 30,000
civilians, dependents and retirees.

“We operate and maintain air-
craft carriers,” Hale said. “We
have all three classes of subma-
rines: fast-attack submarines,
guided-missile submarines and
ballistic-missile submarines.”

The Navy announced in May
that Kitsap would be the homeport
of the USS John F. Kennedy, the
second Ford-class carrier, after it
is commissioned next year.

Earlier this month, it issued a
request for information to compa-
nies that could redevelop and
lengthen a dock used by subma-
rines at the Kitsap submarine base
near Bangor.

The constellation of facilities
along the west side of Puget Sound

includes areas for developing un-
dersea warfare technology and
testing autonomous uncrewed
vessels. The base is a major fuel
depot, maintains torpedoes, and is
the only base where retired nucle-
ar-powered submarines can be
dismantled and their reactors re-
moved for preservation or dispos-
al.

“The missions here are some of
the most important missions that
are required — in a part of the
world, the Pacific, that is impor-
tant to national defense,” Hale
said.

The new dry dock at Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard would also
accommodate all sizes of active
and proposed Navy ships, includ-
ing Columbia-class, ballistic-mis-
sile submarines.

“So, we term it a multi-mission
dry dock,” Gibson said. “It’s ro-
bust enough to handle any Navy
mission.”

The first of the new class, the
USS District of Columbia, is now
expected to join the fleet in late
2028. Armed with ballistic mis-
siles, it’s expected to replace the
late Cold War-era USS Ohio class
of ballistic-missile submarines.

The Navy recently began work
on electric upgrades at a pier at
Bremerton to upgrade its power
supply to support the John F. Ken-
nedy when it arrives in two to
three years.

Plans for improving and leng-
thening a pier at the submarine ar-
ea at Bangor for Columbia-class
submarines and the new Virginia-
class submarines were circulated
late last month.

The Navy presentation on
Thursday officially listed three al-
ternatives. Alternative 1 would es-
sentially do nothing — keeping fa-
cilities as they are and not building
a new dry dock. Alternative 3
would see significantly less con-
struction and renovation but allow
for modernization of existing facil-
ities.

The Navy’s preferred plan —
Alternative 2—would demolish or

replace piers, wharves, moorings,
cranes, buildings and other facili-
ties at the shipyard. It would build
the new dry dock east of the cur-
rent one and construct “seismical-
ly resilient” structures that could
survive a major earthquake intact.

The cost of the preferred alter-
native has not been publicly dis-
closed. The Navy has reported
spending nearly $50 million on the
design work alone.

The project faces hurdles. Envi-
ronmental issues such as the re-
lease of fuels, chemicals and sol-
vents into Puget Sound have
dogged the shipyard for years.
The shipyard is listed as a Super-
fund site by the Environmental
Protection Agency. The draft
statement also includes moving
aircraft carrier maintenance to a
more eastern portion of the ship-
yard that would increase noise in
nearby neighborhoods.

Shipyard backers in Congress
have questioned whether the ship-
yard can attract enough qualified
workers to make the new dry dock
a feasible operation. Congress is
considering bipartisan legislation
to exempt welders and other key
shipyard workers from workforce

cuts pushed by President Donald
Trump’s administration under the
task force set up by billionaire
Elon Musk called the Department
of Government Efficiency, or
DOGE.

The more than 1,200 jobs that
the project is expected to create
would generate more than $76
million for the local economy. But
locals would experience addition-
altraffic and competition for park-
ing and housing, the report said.

The Navy’s preferred plan
would also lead to changes in an
area covered by the National His-
toric Preservation Act, which re-
quires consultation with local au-
thorities, preservation advocates
and representatives of tribal and
other stakeholder groups.

The restored World War II-era
workshop near the Bremerton
Ferry building would have to be
moved or demolished.

The soaring Hammerhead
crane — once used to lift finished
World War II gun turrets onto the
decks of battleships — would also
be in the way of the project. The
crane has been called the “Eiffel
Tower of Puget Sound” because of
its steel latticework. It would be
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JosepH PaoLuccy/U.S. Navy

The Los Angeles-class fast-attack submarine USS Topeka arrives to Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and
Intermediate Maintenance Facility in Bremerton, Wash., in December 2024.

demolished or moved to another
location.

Hale, the base commander, said
Kitsap would continue to home-
port at least one aircraft carrier
and carry on its maintenance mis-
sions throughout the dry dock pro-
ject, which could take 12 years to
complete.

“There’s activity that happens
here today that will have to move,
people work in those areas who
will have to be relocated,” he said.
“We can’t stop doing the work for
12 years. We’ll have to work
around it.”

The Navy is asking for public
comment on the “alternatives”
through Sept. 3. A final decision on
whether to move ahead with the
preferred construction plan
would officially come in summer
2026.

Hale said the project would en-
sure the Puget Sound area would
remain akey Navy operations cen-
ter as it has since the late 19th cen-
tury.

“This demonstrates the com-
mitment that the Navy has to the
Pacific Northwest,” he said. “The
most important missions that the
Navy does are done here.”

South Korea says North is removing speakers from border

By Kim Tong-Hyung
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korea’s military said Saturday it
detected North Korea removing
some of its loudspeakers from the
inter-Korean border, days after
the South dismantled its own
front-line speakers used for anti-
North Korean propaganda broad-
casts, in a bid to ease tensions.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff didn’t disclose the sites
where the North Koreans were re-
moving speakers and said it
wasn’t immediately clear whether

the North would take all of them
down.

In recent months, South Korean
border residents have complained
that North Korean speakers blast-
ed irritating sounds, including
howling animals and pounding
gongs, in a tit-for-tat response to
South Korean propaganda broad-
casts.

The South Korean military said
the North stopped its broadcasts
in June after Seoul’s new liberal
president, Lee Jae Myung, halted
the South’s broadcasts in his gov-
ernment’s first concrete step to-

ward easing tensions between the
war-divided rivals. South Korea’s
military began removing its
speakers from border areas last
Monday but didn’t specify how
they would be stored or whether
they could be quickly redeployed
if tensions flared again.

North Korea, which is extreme-
ly sensitive to any outside criti-
cism of its authoritarian leader-
ship and its third-generation rul-
er, Kim Jong Un, didn’t immedi-
ately confirm it was taking down
its speakers.

South Korea’s previous conser-

vative government resumed daily
loudspeaker broadcasts in June
last year, following a yearslong
pause, in retaliation for North Ko-
rea flying trash-laden balloons to-
ward the South.

The speakers blasted propagan-
da messages and K-pop songs, a
playlist designed to strike a nerve
in Pyongyang, where Kim has
been pushing an intense cam-
paign to eliminate the influence of
South Korean pop culture and lan-
guage among the population in a
bid to strengthen his family’s dy-
nastic rule.

The Cold War-style psycholog-
ical warfare campaigns further
heightened tensions already in-
flamed by North Korea’s advanc-
ing nuclear program and South
Korean efforts to expand joint mil-
itary exercises with the United
States and their trilateral security
cooperation with Japan.

Lee, who took office in June af-
ter winning an early election to re-
place ousted conservative Yoon
Suk Yeol, wants to improve rela-
tions with Pyongyang, which reac-
ted furiously to Yoon’s hard-line
policies and shunned dialogue.
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By RacHEL FELTMAN

Lovell then said, “Houston, we’ve had a

Lovell, Apoll.or_13 commander, dies at age 97

The Washington Post

James A. Lovell Jr., the American astro-
naut who commanded the Apollo 13 space-
craft on its lunar voyage in 1970 and shep-
herded it on a perilous four-day journey
back to Earth after an oxygentank exploded,
an ordeal that transfixed the world, died
Aug. 7 in Lake Forest, Il1l. He was 97.

NASA announced hisdeathinastatement,
which did not cite a cause.

Apollo 13, which became the subject of a
film starring Tom Hanks as Lovell, was one
of the U.S. space missions most firmly
etched in the public consciousness after
John Glenn’s orbit of the Earth in 1962 and
the moon landing of Apollo11in1969.

Those earlier flights were resounding tri-
umphs for the space program, securing
American preeminence in the Cold War
spacerace with the Soviet Union. Thelegacy
of Apollo13 was more complicated —aterri-
fying episode that spoke to the skill and lev-
elheadedness of the crew trying to stabilize
their spacecraft and Mission Control man-
agers back in Houston.

NASA’sverdict was thatit was a “success-
ful failure,” as the space agency gained in-
valuable experience in crew rescue.

The fate of the Apollo 13 crew — Lovell,
Fred Haise and John L. Swigert Jr.—captiv-
ated millions. Lovell’syearsasaNavy test pi-
lot before joining the astronaut corpsin1962
provedinvaluableinreversing their desper-
ate situation. But after the heady moments,
hours and days immediately after their
splashdown in the South Pacific, he said,
“NASA justwanted toforgetitand moveon.”

Lovell had participated in three earlier
missions, notably on the 1968 voyage aboard
the Apollo 8 mission — the first crewed
spacecraft to orbit the moon and return safe-
ly to Earth. That flight paved the way for
Apollo 11 the next year, commanded by Neil
Armstrong.

Apollo 13, which took off on April 11,1970,

I
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WiLFREDO LEE/AP

President Clinton stands with actor Tom Hanks, left, and former astronaut James Lovell
in the Oval Office of the White House on July 26, 1995, after presenting Lovell with the
Congressional Space Medal of Honor. Hanks portrayed Lovell in the movie “Apolio 13.”

was meant tobe NASA’s third lunarlanding,
amission thatentailed visiting anewlanding
site and retrieving rock samples. Nine years
hadpassedsince PresidentJohn F. Kennedy
declared it a national priority to land an
American on the moon and safely return
him, and much of the general public already
perceived spaceflight as mundane. Viewer
drop-off was precipitous.

Two days into the flight, Lovell and his
crewmates conducted a cheery video tour of
life in zero gravity that next to no one
watched. The networks declined to show the
eventlive.

“Even the controllers in Mission Control
were waiting for us to stop the program be-
cause they wanted to get back to the ball-
game,” Lovell later joked.

Minutes later, a single, thunderous bang

rippled through Apollo 13. At first Lovell
thought the noise — which was similar to
several harmless sounds heard routinely on
the craft — was the result of a prank by
Haise. But he turned and saw surprise in the
other man’s eyes.

“That’s when the ol’ lead weight went
down to the bottom of my stomach,” he once
told an interviewer, “and I thought that we
were really in deep trouble.”

That unease prompted one of the most
harrowing moments in spaceflight history,
and surely one of its greatest understate-
ments. Over the radio, Swigert, the com-
mand module pilot, initially relayed to Mis-
sion Control, “I believe we’ve had a problem
here.”

“This is Houston,” came the reply. “Say
again, please.”

problem.”

Theline was slightly misquoted in the film
“Apollo13,” based on Lovell’s memoir “Lost
Moon.” But the film is otherwise true to the
events of the stunted mission.

The explosion, which an investigation lat-
errevealedtobetheresultofadamaged oxy-
gen tank, cost the vessel two of its three fuel
cells, the spacecraft’s only source of elec-
tricity. The oxygen tank responsible for the
explosion was emptied, and Lovell could on-
ly watch ashis crew’s precious air—the con-
tents of the second and final tank — spewed
outinto space.

The crew, stranded 240,000 miles away
from Earth, was going to run out of oxygen
while their momentum kept them hurtling
into space. Their fuel cells would cease to
function, plunging them into frigid dark-
ness.

With plans for the lunar landing quickly
abandoned, NASA directed the crew to
switch off the ship’s damaged service mod-
ule and turn the lunar lander, which had its
own air supply, into a jury-rigged lifeboat.
The three men crowded into a spacecraft
meant to carry two and settled in for a 90-
hour flight — twice as long as the Aquarius
Lunar Module was built to operate.

Even with barely enough resources to ra-
tion their way through aslingshotaround the
moon and a journey home, there was the
problem of trajectory: The ship was now on
course to miss Earth by thousands of miles.

Using only the Earth in the window as an
indication of their position — the computer
systems had all been turned off to conserve
the ship’s scant electricity for reentry — Lo-
vell had to steer the ship back into place for a
trajectory back to Earth.

“We were really flying by the seat of our
pants,” he said during an interview for
“Apollo 13: NASA Mission Reports,” pub-
lished in 2010. “I literally had to learn to fly
all over again.”

Disqualified USAF recruit sues DOD for discrimination

By LinpA F. HERSEY
Stars and Stripes
WASHINGTON—A 21-year-old
New Yorkman whotried toenlistin
the Air Force but was rejected be-
cause he had undergone weight-
loss surgery filed a federal lawsuit
claiming employment discrimina-
tion by Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth and other defense officials
over his medical history.
Attorneys for Jacob Guthrie ar-
gue the Air Force’s recruitment
policies violate the Fifth Amend-
ment’s due process and equal pro-
tection clauses with their “blanket
disqualification” of individuals
who have undergone bariatric
weight-loss procedures that re-
duce the size of a patient’s stomach.
The lawsuit filed July 9 in U.S.
District Court for the District of Co-
lumbia states the Defense Depart-
menthasmaintaineda“categorical
bar” against potential recruits who
have had the weight-loss surgeries
but otherwise demonstrate physi-
cal readiness and “deployability.”
The Defense Department has 60

days to file a formal response to the
complaint. A courthearing date has
not been scheduled.

Guthrie fully recovered from
weight-loss surgeryin 2022, passed
the Air Force’sinitial aptitude tests,
and has continued to maintain a
healthy weight, according to the
lawsuit.

Guthrie, who is 6 feet, 3 inches
tall, weighed approximately 340
pounds prior to the weight-loss sur-
gery,according tohis attorneys. He
weighs about 220 pounds today.

“All I want to dois join and serve
honorably,” said Guthrie, a college
graduate with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence. “This has been a long, emo-
tionally distressing experience.
This has not only been a great dis-
service to [me] but to who knows
how many other motivated and
qualified applicants across the na-
tion who were denied the opportu-
nity to serve in the [Air Force] be-
cause of an out-of-date medical pol-
icy.”

Guthrie was turned down for
military service in 2024 and re-

ceived three subsequent denials af-
ter submitting waiver requests
without ever undergoing aphysical
evaluation by the Air Force to de-
termine fitness, according to the
lawsuit.

The complaint asks for the court
to invalidate the ban as unconstitu-
tional and for the Air Force to re-
consider Guthrie’s enlistment.

In addition to Hegseth, Air Force
Secretary Troy Meink, and Air
Force Lt. Gen. Brian Robinson,
commander of air education and
training command at Joint Base
San Antonio-Randolph in Texas,
are named as defendants in the
case.

The military spends approxi-
mately $1.24 billion annually to bat-
tle obesity within its own ranks, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

More than 100,000 service mem-
bers received involuntary separa-
tions between 2018 and 2022 for
weight-related reasons. Yet the
military services continue to auto-
matically disqualify otherwise fit
recruits who have had weight-loss

surgery because of “inflexible” and
“outdated” standards implement-
ednearly 20 yearsago,accordingto
the lawsuit.

Guthrie, who underwent what is
known as a “laparoscopic sleeve
gastrectomy,” claims he meets Air
Force enlistment standards. His
complaint argues the Defense De-
partment’s policy for rejecting
recruits who have had the surgery
is applied inconsistently and “fails
toaddress modern medical science
and evidence-based treatment”
outcomes.

Unlike the categorical ban on ap-
plicants with a history of bariatric
surgery, there is no blanket exclu-
sion for weight loss drugs, such as
Ozempic or Wegovy, his attorneys
said.

“Individuals like Jacob Guthrie
are being disqualified from serving
inthemostadvanced militaryinthe
world based solely on medical his-
tory despite being fully fit, healthy
and mission ready,” said Michelle
Salermo, one of the attorneys rep-
resenting Guthrie.

Obesity wastheleading cause for
denying military enlistment to an
estimated 52,000 recruits in 2023,
according to the complaint.

Butmilitary policy characterizes
bariatric weight-loss surgery as a
“permanent anatomical change”
that results in strict dietary stan-
dards that are incompatible with
the military, according to the law-
suit.

But the attorneys argue the
weight-loss surgeries have ad-
vanced as a “low-risk medical in-
tervention” since the military ban
was implemented in 2007.

They said the policy ignores the
military’s own body of research
showing positive outcomes from
weight-loss surgeries for service
members and veterans that do not
interfere with an individual’s read-
iness or ability to serve.

“If we’re serious about military
readiness, then we need to recog-
nize that ‘fitis fit’ and that a proven
commitment to health should be a
qualification and not a disqualifica-
tion,” Salermo said.
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Japanese warships visit New Zealand capital

By CHARLOTTE
GRAHAM-MCLAY
Associated Press

WELLINGTON, New Zealand
— Japanese warships docked in
New Zealand’s capital Friday for
the first time in almost 90 years
amid efforts by Tokyo to deepen
its strategic ties in the South Pacif-
ic Ocean.

Two destroyers with more than
500 crew on board sailed into Wel-
lington harbor accompanied by
the New Zealand navy ship
HMNZS Canterbury.

The JS Ise and destroyer JS Su-
zunami were on an Indo-Pacific
deployment and arrived from
Sydney, where Japan’s military
took part this month in war games
involving New Zealand, Australia
and other countries.

The Wellington visit was a cere-
monial one, but it came as Japan,
whose only treaty ally is the Unit-
ed States, has increasingly sought
to deepen bilateral military coop-
eration amid ongoing regional
tensions.

“Our defense force are develop-
ing cooperative work, not only
with New Zealand and Australia
but also many Pacific Island coun-
tries,” Japan’s envoy to Welling-
ton, Makoto Osawa, told reporters
Friday. “Our main goal is the free
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Monique Forp/AP

Two ships from the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force, JS Ise and destroyer JS Suzunami sail into
Wellington, New Zealand, to begin a three-day ceremonial port visit, Friday.

and open Indo-Pacific.”

The ambassador’s remarks fol-
lowed the announcement Tuesday
by Australia’s government that
Japanese firm Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries had won the bid for a

contract to build Australian war-
ships, beating out a German firm.

While officials in Canberra said
the Japanese proposal was the
best and cheapest, they also hailed
it as the biggest defense industry

agreement between the countries.

New Zealand too has sought to
shore up its strategic and military
relations in Asia as part of a for-
eign policy reset in recent years
that the government says has

turned more attention on Pacific
cooperation and security. Offi-
cials in Wellington announced in
July that work had started on a de-
fense logistics agreement with Ja-
pan, intended to make it easier for
the countries’ militaries to work
together.

Japanese naval vessels do not
often make visits so far south in
the Pacific Ocean, but the rich and
strategically important waters of
New Zealand, Australia and
smaller Pacific Island countries
are increasingly contested by the
world’s major powers, making it
the site of a fierce battle for influ-
ence between Beijing and West-
ern nations.

Although remote, New Zealand
has recently been drawn into
more fraught questions of region-
al security.

In February, live firing exercis-
es by Chinese naval frigates in the
Tasman Sea between New Zea-
land and Australia drew alarm
from those countries’ govern-
ments after flights were forced to
divert at short notice.

The last port visit to Wellington
by a Japanese naval vessel was in
1936, New Zealand’s military said.
A Japanese ship visited New Zea-
land’s largest city, Auckland, in
2016.

Trans: Policy called ‘arbitrary’

FROM PAGE 1

Days later, Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth announced a policy
that would offer currently openly
serving transgender troops the op-
tion to either volunteer to leave
and take a large, one-time separa-
tion payout or be involuntarily
separated at later date.

A Pentagon official told report-
ers in May that they viewed the
policy as treating “anyone impact-
ed by it with dignity and respect.”

However, in late July, transgen-
der troops told Military.com that
they were finding the entire sep-
aration process, which has includ-
ed reverting their service records
back to their birth gender, “dehu-
manizing” or “open cruelty.”

Shannon Leary, a lawyer who
represents LGBTQ+ people in
employment discrimination cas-
es, says she expects lawsuits to
challenge Thursday’s decision. “It
seems quite arbitrary on its face
and cruel,” she said. “These mil-
itary members have dedicated
their lives to serving our country.”

Normally, Leary said, when
early retirement is offered in the
military, it’s available to all mem-
bers who have served over 15
years.

She said she expects other ser-
vice branches to follow the Air
Force’s path.

Logan Ireland, a master ser-
geant in the U.S. Air Force who

has 15 years of service, including a
deployment to Afghanistan, is one
of the airmen impacted by the pol-
icy. “I feel betrayed and devastat-
ed by the news,” he said.

Ireland said he was told that his
retirement was being denied on
Wednesday when his chain of
command, “with tears in their
eyes,” told him the news.

Officials have said that as of
Dec. 9, 2024, there were 4,240
troops diagnosed with “gender
dysphoria” on active duty, Nation-
al Guard and Reserve. Pentagon
officials have decided to use the
condition and its diagnosis as the
main way to identify troops who
are trans.

However, the two are not an ex-
act match and some transgender-
people do not have a diagnosis of
gender dysphoria.

As a result, there is an under-
standing that the actual number of
transgender people within the
military may be higher.

Under the latest policy, active
duty troops had until June 6 to vol-
untarily identify themselves and
receive a payout while troops in
the National Guard and Reserve
had until July 7.

Pentagon officials previously
told reporters that they plan to
lean on commanders and existing
annual medical screenings to find
any transgender service members
who do not come forward.

New Zealand, Australia seek closer
military ties after Chinese exercise

By Robp MCGUIRK
Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia —
The leaders of New Zealand and
Australia on Saturday discussed
closer cooperation between their
expanding militaries against the
backdrop of a recent extraordin-
ary Chinese live-fire exercise
near their shores.

New Zealand Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon hosted his
Australian counterpart Anthony
Albanese at the tourist city of
Queenstown for their second an-
nual bilateral leaders’ meeting.

Luxon said his country wanted
closer military cooperation with
Australia, a country he described
as being New Zealand’s “only al-
ly.”

“A big focus for us has been in-
teroperability with Australia. We
want to be a force multiplier,”
Luxon told reporters.

“We want to be one, sort of, es-
sential Anzac force essentially op-
erating within ourregion,” he add-
ed, referring to the Australian
New Zealand Army Corps in
which the two nations’ soldiers
first fought together during World
War 1.

The summit follows a Chinese
naval flotilla firing weapons in
February in the Tasman Sea,

which separates Australia and
New Zealand.

The exercise forced commer-
cial airlines to divert flights.

The Chinese navy rarely ven-
tures so far south and the mission
that partially circumnavigated
Australia was seen as a demon-
stration of China’s growing mili-
tary reach.

Albanese said last month that he
complained to China’s President
Xi Jinping during a state visit to
Beijing about the lack of notice the
Chinese had given of the live-fire
exercise.

Xi replied that Australia had al-
so engaged in similar exercises,
referring to freedom of navigation
missions conducted by Australian
military in the disputed South Chi-
na Sea.

Albanese and Luxon recognized
that their countries currently face
the most unpredictable and
dangerous strategic environment
in decades and their alliance plays
acritical role in protecting and ad-
vancing their shared interest in
the region, they said in a joint
statement.

The prime ministers also com-
mended progress over the past
year to intensify defense coopera-
tion and integration.

While the statement did not

mention China, the prime minis-
ters confirmed their most impor-
tant trading partner was dis-
cussed.

“Of course, the geostrategic
competition, in particular be-
tween the great powers, is some-
thing that countries like Australia
and New Zealand do discuss to-
gether and we cooperate political-
ly,” Albanese said.

Luxon said “both countries
have followed pretty much the
same playbook” in their bilateral
dealings with China.

“China’s an important world
power. It’s important that we can
engage,” Luxon said.

“We genuinely are able to have
a conversation — I think a very
mature one now — to say, look, we
do have very different histories,
we do have different systems, we
do have different values, that does
mean we do have differences.
Good partners should be not
afraid to talk about those things,”
Luxon added.

Luxon announced in April a
plan to make the New Zealand De-
fense Force more combat capable
that would double defense spend-
ing to more than 2% of GDP.

He described the rise from
around 1% over the past two dec-
ades as “a big step up for us.”
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WAR IN UKRAINE

Russia, Ukraine stick to
demands before summit

Associated Press

The threats, pressure and ulti-
matums have come and gone, but
Russian President Vladimir Putin
has maintained Moscow’s uncom-
promising demands in the war in
Ukraine, raising fears he could use
a planned summit with President
Donald Trump in Alaska to coerce
Kyiv into accepting an unfavora-
ble deal.

The maximalist demands re-
flect Putin’s determination to
reach the goals he set when he
launched the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022.

Putin sees a possible meeting
with Trump as a chance to nego-
tiate a broad deal that would not
only cement Russia’s territorial
gains but also keep Ukraine from
joining NATO and hosting any
Western troops, allowing Moscow
to gradually pull the country back
into its orbit.

The Kremlin leader believes
time is on his side as the exhausted
and outgunned Ukrainian forces
are struggling to stem Russian ad-
vances in many sectors of the over
over 600-mile front line while
swarms of Russian missiles and
drones batter Ukrainian cities.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy also has stood firm
in his positions, agreeing to a
ceasefire proposed by Trump
while reaffirming the country’s
refusal to abandon seeking NATO
membership and rejecting ac-
knowledgment of Russia’s annex-
ation of any of its regions.

In a memorandum presented at
talksin Istanbul in June, Russia of-
fered Ukraine two options for es-
tablishing a 30-day ceasefire. One

MikHAIL METZEL, SPUTNIK/AP

Russian President Vladimir Putin
chairs the Security Council
meeting at the Kremlin in
Moscow on Friday.

demanded Ukraine withdraw its
forces from Donetsk, Luhansk, Za-
porizhzhia and Kherson — the
four regions Moscow illegally an-
nexed in September 2022 but nev-
er fully captured.

As an alternate condition for a
ceasefire, Russia made a “pack-
age proposal” for Ukraine to halt
mobilization efforts, freeze West-
ern arms deliveries and ban any
third-country forces on its soil.
Moscow also suggested Ukraine
end martial law and hold elections,
after which the countries could
sign a comprehensive peace trea-
ty.
Once there’s a truce, Moscow
wants a deal to include the “inter-
national legal recognition” of its
annexations of Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula in 2014 and the four re-
gions in 2022.

Russia says a peace treaty
should have Ukraine declare its
neutral status between Russia and
the West, abandon its bid to join
NATO, limit the size of its armed
forces and recognize Russian as

an official language on par with
Ukrainian — conditions reflecting
Putin’s earliest goals.

Italso demands Ukraine ban the
“glorification and propaganda of
Nazism and neo-Nazism” and dis-
solve nationalist groups. Since the
war began, Putin has falsely al-
leged that neo-Nazi groups were
shaping Ukrainian politics under
Zelenskyy, who is Jewish. They
were fiercely dismissed by Kyiv
and its Western allies.

In Russia’s view, a comprehen-
sive peace treaty should see both
countries lift all sanctions and re-
strictions, abandon any claims to
compensation for wartime dam-
age, resume trade and communi-
cations, and reestablish diplomat-
ic ties.

Asked Thursday whether Mos-
cow has signaled any willingness
to compromise to make a meeting
with Trump possible, Putin’s for-
eign affairs adviser Yuri Ushakov
responded that there haven’t been
any shifts in the Russian position.

The memorandum that Ukraine
presented to Moscow in Istanbul
emphasized the need for a full and
unconditional 30-day ceasefire to
set stage for peace negotiations.

It reaffirmed Ukraine’s consis-
tent rejection of Russian demands
forneutral status as an attack onits
sovereignty, declaring it is free to
choose its alliances and adding
that its NATO membership will
depend on consensus with the alli-
ance.

It emphasized Kyiv’s rejection
of any restrictions on the size and
other parameters of its armed
forces,as well as curbs on the pres-
ence of foreign troops on its soil.

JoHN McDonNNELL/For The Washington Post

President Donald Trump told reporters the terms of a peace
agreement may require Ukraine to cede territory to Russia.

Ukraine’s memorandum also
opposed recognizing any Russian
territorial gains, while describing
the current line of contact as a
starting point in negotiations.

The document noted the need
for international security guaran-
tees to ensure the implementation
of peace agreements and prevent
further aggression.

Kyiv’s peace proposal also de-
manded the return of all deported
and illegally displaced children
and a total prisoner exchange.

It held the door open to gradual
lifting of some of the sanctions
against Russia if it abides by the
agreement.

Trump has often spoken admir-
ingly of Putin and even echoed his
talking points on the war. He had a
harsh confrontation with Zelen-
skyy in the Oval Office on Feb. 28,
but later warmed his tone. As Pu-
tin resisted a ceasefire and contin-
ued his aerial bombardments,
Trump showed exasperation with
the Kremlin leader, threatening
Moscow with new sanctions.

Although Trump expressed dis-
appointment with Putin, his agree-
ment to meet him without Zelen-
skyy at the table raised worries in
Ukraine and its European allies,

who fear it could allow the Russian
to get Trump on his side and
strong-arm UKraine into conces-
sions.

Trump said without giving de-
tails that “there’ll be some swap-
ping of territories, to the better-
ment of both” Russia and Ukraine
as part of any peace deal that he
will discuss with Putin when they
meet Friday.

Putin repeatedly warned Uk-
raine will face tougher conditions
for peace if it doesn’t accept Mos-
cow’s demands as Russian troops
forge into other regions to build
what he described as a “buffer
zone.” Some observers suggested
Russia could trade those recent
gains for the territories of the four
annexed by Moscow still under
Ukrainian control.

“That is potentially a situation
that gives Putin a tremendous
amount of leeway as long as he can
use that leverage to force the Uk-
rainians into a deal that they may
not like and to sideline the Euro-
peans effectively,” Sam Greene of
King’s College London said. “The
question is, will Trump sign up to
that and will he actually have the
leverage to force the Ukrainians
and the Europeans to accept it?”

European leaders rally behind Ukraine ahead of meeting

By Samya KuLras
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — European na-
tions have rallied behind Ukraine,
saying peace in the war-torn nation
can’t be resolved without Kyiv,
ahead of an upcoming meeting be-
tween President Donald Trump
and Russia’s Vladimir Putin in
Alaska.

Trump said next Friday’s meet-
ing with his Russian counterpart on
U.S. soil would focus on ending the
war, now in its fourth year.

In response, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy thanked Eu-
ropean allies in a post on X, writing
Sunday: “The end of the war must
be fair, and I am grateful to every-
one who stands with Ukraine and
our people.”

Saturday’s statement by top Eu-
ropean leaders came after the
White House confirmed the U.S.

FRANK AUGSTEIN/AP

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer and Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy leave 10 Downing Street after a meeting in

London in June.

president was willing to grant Putin
the one-on-one meeting Russia has
long pushed for, and suggestions
from Trump that a peace deal could

include “some swapping of territo-
ries.” That raised fears that Kyiv
may be pressured into giving up
land or accepting other curbs on its

sovereignty.

A White House official, who
spoke on condition of anonymity as
they aren’t allowed to speak public-
ly, told The Associated Press that
Trump remained open to a trilater-
al summit with both the Russian
and Ukrainian leaders, but for now,
he will have a bilateral meeting re-
quested by Putin.

Meanwhile, U.S. Vice President
JD Vance met Saturday with top
European and Ukrainian officials at
the British Foreign Secretary’s
weekend residence to discuss how
to end the war.

Trump had earlier said he would
meet with Putin even if the Russian
leader would not meet with Zelen-
skyy.

The Trump-Putin meeting may
prove pivotal in a war that began
when Russia invaded its western
neighbor and has led to tens of thou-

sands of deaths, although there’s no
guarantee it will stop the fighting
since Moscow and Kyiv remain far
apart on their conditions for peace.

Saturday’s statement, signed by
the president of the European
Union and leaders of France, Ger-
many, Italy, Poland, Finland and
the UK, stressed the need for a “just
and lasting peace” for Kyiv, includ-
ing “robust and credible” security
guarantees.

“Ukraine has the freedom of
choice over its own destiny. Mea-
ningful negotiations can only take
place in the context of a ceasefire or
reduction of hostilities,” the state-
ment said.

“The path to peace in Ukraine
cannot be decided without Ukraine.
We remain committed to the princi-
ple that international borders must
not be changed by force,” the Euro-
peans added.
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Shooter at CDC

said COVID shot .g

led to depression ™

By Susan HaicH
Associated Press

A Georgia man who had blamed
the COVID-19 vaccine for making
him depressed and suicidal has
been identified as the shooter who
opened fire late Friday on the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention headquarters, killing a
police officer.

The 30-year-old suspect, who
died during the incident, had also
tried to get into the CDC’s head-
quarters in Atlanta but was
stopped by guards before driving
to a pharmacy across the street
and opening fire, a law enforce-
ment official told The Associated
Press on Saturday.

The man, identified as Patrick
Joseph White, was armed with
five guns, including at least one
long gun, the official said, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity be-
cause they were not authorized to
publicly discuss the investigation.

A union representing workers
at the CDC said the incident was
not random and ‘“compounds
months of mistreatment, neglect
and vilification that CDC staff
have endured.” It demanded fed-
eral officials condemn vaccine
misinformation, saying it was put-
ting scientists at risk.

Police say White opened fire
outside the CDC headquarters in
Atlanta on Friday, leaving bullet
marks in windows across the
sprawling campus. At least four
CDC buildings were hit, Director
Susan Monarez said on X.

DeKalb County Police Officer
David Rose was mortally wound-
ed while responding. Rose, 33, a
former Marine who served in Af-
ghanistan, had graduated from

the police academy in March.

White was found on the second
floor of a building across the street
from the CDC campus and died at
the scene, Atlanta Police Chief
Darin Schierbaum said. He added
that “we do not know at this time
whether that was from officers or
if it was self-inflicted.”

The Georgia Bureau of Investi-
gations said the crime scene was
“complex” and the investigation
would take “an extended period of
time.”

The American Federation of
Government Employees, Local
2883, said the CDC and leadership
of the Department of Health and
Human Services must provide a
“clear and unequivocal stance in
condemning vaccine disinforma-
tion.”

Such a public statement by fed-
eral officials is needed to help pre-
vent violence against scientists,
the union said in a news release.

“Their leadership is critical in
reinforcing public trust and en-
suring that accurate, science-
based information prevails,” the
union said.

Fired But Fighting, a group of
laid-off CDC employees, has said
HHS Secretary Robert F. Kenne-
dy Jr. is directly responsible for
the villainization of CDC’s work-
force through “his continuous lies
about science and vaccine safety,
which have fueled a climate of
hostility and mistrust.”

Kennedy reached out to staff on
Saturday, saying “no one should
face violence while working to
protect the health of others.”

Thousands of people who work
on critical disease research are
employed on the campus. The

— -
P

HYOUB SHIN, ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION/AP
Officers block Clifton Road near Emory Hospital as they respond to a
shooting near the campuses of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and Emory University, on Friday, in Atlanta, Ga.

union said some staff were hud-
dled in various buildings until late
at night, including more than 90
young children who were locked
down inside the CDC’s Clifton
School.

The union said CDC staff should
not be required to immediately re-
turn to work after experiencing
such a traumatic event. In a state-
ment released Saturday, it said
windows and buildings should
first be fixed and made ‘“com-
pletely secure.”

“Staff should not be required to
work next to bullet holes,” the
union said. “Forcing a return un-
der these conditions risks re-trau-
matizing staff by exposing them to
the reminders of the horrific
shooting they endured.”

The union also called for “pe-
rimeter security on all campuses”
until the investigation is fully com-
pleted and shared with staff.

White’s father, who contacted
police and identified his son as the
possible shooter, said White had
been upset over the death of his
dog and also had become fixated
on the COVID-19 vaccine, accord-
ing to the law enforcement offi-
cial.

A neighbor of White told The At-
lanta Journal-Constitution that
White “seemed like a good guy”
but spoke with her multiple times
about his distrust of COVID-19
vaccines in unrelated conversa-
tions.

“He was very unsettled, and he
very deeply believed that vac-
cines hurt him and were hurting
other people,” Nancy Hoalst told
the Atlanta newspaper. “He em-
phatically believed that.”

But Hoalst said she never be-
lieved White would be violent: “I
had no idea he thought he would
take it out on the CDC.”

Walmart

knew about
bottle risk
7 years ago

By Topp C. FRANKEL
The Washington Post

It sounded like Walmart was
moving quickly.

The retailer said last month the
public should immediately stop
using its Ozark Trail 64-ounce
stainless-steel water bottles be-
cause the plastic lid “can forceful-
ly eject,” which led to three inju-
ries, including to two people who
said they were partially blinded
by flying bottle caps. Walmart
said it voluntarily decided to stop
selling the product and was offer-
ing $15 refunds to remove the
850,000 bottles already on the
market, according to a July 10 no-
tice posted on the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission’s website.

“The health and safety of our
customers is always a top priori-
ty,” the company said in a state-
ment that traveled widely across
social media.

But this was not a new problem,
according to a review of CPSC
documents and lawsuits.

Walmart had known about the
danger since 2018. That detail
wasn’t mentioned in the recall no-
tice. The company and regulator
confirmed the information follow-
ing Post inquiries.

In fact, three injuries had oc-
curred within months of one an-
other seven years earlier.

The retailer said it promptly re-
ported the three incidents to the
CPSC in 2018, as required by law.

Walmart could have decided to
announce a recall then, but the
CPSC didn’t ask for one, accord-
ing to a Walmart official familiar
with the matter who spoke on the
condition of anonymity.

The CPSC declined to comment
on what actions it took in response
to Walmart’s notifications over the
years.

Smithsonian restores Trump to impeachment display in museum

By JANAY KINGSBERRY
AND MAURA JUDKIS
The Washington Post

The Smithsonian’s National
Museum of American History on
Friday unveiled an updated im-
peachment display that now in-
cludes context about President
Donald Trump’s historic cases —
a change the institution made a
week after The Washington Post
reported that a temporary placard
containing his name had been re-
moved from the exhibit as part of a
Smithsonian  content review
prompted by White House pres-
sure to oust a museum director.
The new text makes minor chang-
es to — and offers slightly fewer

details than — the temporary sig-
nage.

“The National Museum of
American History has completed
its update to the Impeachment
case within ‘The American Presi-
dency: A Glorious Burden’ exhibi-
tion,” the Smithsonian said in a
statement on Friday. “The updat-
ed display now reflects all presi-
dential impeachments. Adhering
to principles foundational to our
role as the nation’s museum, we
take great care to ensure that what
we present to the public reflects
both intellectual integrity and
thoughtful design.”

The statement said that the in-
terim sign, which had been in

place from September 2021 until
this July, was removed because it
was not consistent with other sec-
tions of the exhibit and blocked
the display case. “We removed it
to make way for a more perma-
nent update to the content inside
the case,” the Smithsonian said.
The removal drew swift outcry
from some members of the public
as well as several Democratic lead-
ers. The Smithsonian Institution
has faced growing concerns about
political interference at the educa-
tion and research complex amid
the Trump administration’s efforts
to exert more control over its work.
Senate Minority Leader
Charles E. Schumer called the re-

moval “pathetic” during Senate
floor remarks last week. “You
can’t make this up,” he said. “This
is a man rewriting history — or
thinking he can rewrite history.
He can’t, but he thinks he can.”

The Smithsonian said last week
that no government official asked
them to remove content from the
exhibit. It also said that no other
changes had been made at the mu-
seum.

In a statement, Lindsey Halli-
gan, a White House official
charged with scrutinizing “im-
proper ideology” at the Smithso-
nian, reiterated that the White
House wasn’tinvolved with the re-
vision. “That said, it’s encourag-

ing to see the institution taking
steps that align with President
Trump’s Executive Order to re-
store truth to American History.
As part of that truth, it’s important
to note that President Trump was
acquitted twice by Senate, fully
and on every count — a fact that
belongs in the historical record.”

Some edits to the display’s text
are evident, including the addition
of the word “alleged” in the plac-
ard’s description of the conduct
that led to Trump’s first impeach-
ment. The display’s main panel
was also updated to include
Trump’s name alongside Andrew
Johnson, Richard M. Nixon and
Bill Clinton.
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Texas walkout launches national map fight

By Napia LATHAN
AP/Report For America

AUSTIN, Texas — A weeklong
walkout by Texas House Demo-
crats is blocking redrawn con-
gressional maps sought by Presi-
dent Donald Trump and put in
motion a broadening fight across
the U.S. over redistricting.

There is still no swift end in
sight to the standoff that has scat-
tered dozens of Texas Democrats
to Illinois, New York and Califor-
nia, where they have been given a
warm reception by blue state gov-
ernors and national party leaders.

As the holdout has dragged on,
Texas Republicans have ratchet-
ed up the pressure to try compell-
ing them back. GOP state leaders
have asked courts to remove ab-
sent Democratic lawmakers from
office, issued civil arrest warrants
and mobilized state troopers.

Itis a political fight that has now
spanned in state legislatures
across the nation — from Califor-
nia to Florida— as Trump seeks to
gain more winnable U.S. House
seats and preserve the GOP’s slim
majority after the 2026 midterm
elections.

On Aug. 3, Texas House Demo-
crats fled to Illinois, Massachu-

LeAH WILLINGHAM/AP

Texas State Sen. Carol Alvarado speaks in a crowd of other Democratic state lawmakers outside the
Massachusetts State House on Wednesday.

setts and New York to stop the
GOP-controlled state legislature
from passing new U.S. House
maps that would give Republicans
more winnable seats in 2026.

The chamber needs at least 100

of its 150 members to do business-
es. The Democratic Party has tak-
en advantage of this by orchestrat-
ing the majority of its 62 members
to remain outside the state.
Congressional maps are typi-

cally redrawn once every 10 years
to coincide with population shifts
captured by the census and is rare
for it to occur in the middle of the
decade. Democrats say the un-
usual mid-cycle redistricting is a

partisan power grab by the Trump
administration. California Gov.
Gavin Newsom is scrambling to
call for a November special elec-
tion to ask voters to redraw the
state’s maps in retaliation if Texas
proceeds. Govs. Kathy Hochul of
New York and JB Pritzker of Illi-
nois have also said they would
consider partisan redistricting.

Republicans are considering
their own counter effort, too. In
Florida, the speaker of the house
said the chamber will take up this
issue in a special redistricting
committee this fall, and Vice Pres-
ident JD Vance met with Republi-
can Indiana Gov. Mike Braun to
discuss redistricting.

Texas Democrats face fines of
up to $500 each day they are ab-
sent from the chamber, a rule that
was adopted after the party
walked in 2021 over a bill that
tightened voting restrictions.

Democratic lawmakers have
largely scoffed at threats of their
arrests and attempts to remove
them from office.

The special session ends on
Aug. 19. The governor has threat-
ened to keep calling lawmakers
into special sessions until Demo-
crats return.

Fire winds down, heat wave bears down on S. California

By JAsMINE MENDEZ
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — As Southern
California continued to experi-
ence a heat wave, officials on Sat-
urday lifted the final evacuation
orders in areas affected by the Ca-
nyon fire, which has burned more
than 5,000 acres in northern Los
Angeles and Ventura counties.

With the fire about 28% con-
tained, overnight fire activity was
“minimal” and crews worked to
further secure the perimeter, pro-
tect structures and look for hot
spots, according to the Los An-
geles County Fire Department.

The Canyon fire broke out
Thursday northeast of Piru in
Ventura County.

By Thursday night, the fire had
surged to 5,000 acres, triggering
evacuations and advancing to-

ward Castaic Lake and Interstate
S. The cause is under investiga-
tion.

Battalion Chief James Agee of
the Kern County Fire Department
was seriously injured Friday
when the pickup truck he was
driving rolled over in the Romero
Canyon area in Castaic, where he
was involved in a team effort to
monitor Canyon fire along the
ridge line, a fire official said.

He was airlifted to Henry Mayo
Newhall Hospital in Valencia.

“James is a strong man with a
big heart, and we know he’s facing
this challenge with the same
strength and character he’s shown
throughout his career,” said Kern
County Fire Chief Aaron Duncan
in a statement.

“We are grateful for the swift
actions of our crews and partner

agencies, and for the kindness be-
ing shown to his family.” the state-
ment said.

Agee is in stable condition but
still being treated for his serious
injuries, the public information of-
ficer said Saturday.

The region’s hot spell hampered
efforts to quell the fire, triggering
poor air conditions, according to
the National Weather Service.

Inland valley areas were ex-
pected to see triple-digit temper-
atures throughout the weekend,
with forecast highs of 106 in Lan-
caster and 103 in Northridge, ac-
cording to the National Weather
Service.

Inland Empire communities
could expect temperatures be-
tween 97 and 104 degrees, with a
heat advisory lifting by 8 p.m.
Monday.
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Marcio Jose SANCHEZ/AP

A resident rides a golf cart as he exits his property while the Canyon
Fire burns on Thursday in Halsey Canyon, Calif.

Department of Justice subpoenas NY attorney general, US senator

By Eric TUCKER
AND ALANNA DURKIN
RICHER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Justice
Department is escalating efforts
to scrutinize perceived adversar-
ies of President Donald Trump
with investigations into New York
Attorney General Letitia James

and U.S. Sen. Adam Schiff.
The Justice Department has
subpoenaed James for records re-

lated to a lawsuit the Democrat
filed against Trump over alleged
fraud in his personal business
dealings, according to a person fa-
miliar with the matter. It’s part of
an investigation into whether
James violated Trump’s civil
rights, another person said. An-
other subpoena seeks records re-
lated to a lawsuit involving the Na-
tional Rifle Association and its
longtime leader Wayne LaPierre.

The people could not publicly

discuss details of the investigation
and spoke to The Associated Press
on Friday on the condition of ano-
nymity.

Attorney General Pam Bondi
this week also named Ed Martin
as a special prosecutor to help
conduct separate mortgage fraud
investigations into James and
Democratic U.S. Sen. Adam Schiff
of California, one of the people
said. James and Schiff have de-
nied any wrongdoing and called

the claims politically motivated.
The moves are among the most
serious yet the Justice Depart-
ment has taken against political
foes of the president, who vowed
on the campaign trail to seek retri-
bution against his opponents.
Schiff and James are both vocal
critics of Trump, and James has
sued Trump and his Republican
administration dozens of times
over his policies as president and
over how he conducted his private

business empire.

News of the subpoenas comes as
the Justice Department advances
an investigation into the Trump-
Russia probe that shadowed
Trump for much of his first term
as president and as the adminis-
tration has engaged in a wide-
spread purge from the workforce
of law enforcement officials who
had been involved in examining
the activities of Trump and his
supporters.
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ariffs to raise
rices even more

By ABHA BHATTARAI
AND JACLYN PEISER
The Washington Post

Americans are paying more for
appliances, home furnishings,
toys and shoes than they were a
few months ago, and they could
soon face higher prices on more
goods as the Trump administra-
tion’s latest round of sharper tar-
iffs kicks in.

The newest round of duties took
effect at midnight Thursday, lift-
ing the average U.S. tariff rate to
its highest level since the Great
Depression. The move solidifies
the president’s trade policy after
months of negotiations, meaning
more manufacturers and retailers
are expected to begin raising pric-
es in short order.

“Tariffs have moved from being
tentative to permanent — and that
changes how American business-
es are going to respond,” said Jus-
tin Wolfers, a professor of public
policy and economics at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. “You’re going
to start seeing higher prices as
soon as businesses become con-
vinced this will stick around.”

The higher tariffs, which busi-
nesses pay to the federal govern-
ment to import goods, are as high
as 50% for Brazil and India but just
15% for the European Union and
Japan.

For consumers, that escalation
is expected to result in higher
prices, costing households an av-
erage of $2,400 per year, accord-
ing to estimates from the Budget
Lab at Yale University. Ameri-
cans are likely to face large mar-
kups on clothing in the coming
months, including a 39% increase
in prices for leather shoes and
bags and a 37% rise in clothing
costs, the research center found.
Even after long-run supply chain
adjustments and buying shifts,
those prices could remain elevat-
ed by nearly 20%.

Food prices, meanwhile, could
rise more than 3%, while fresh

produce could become 7% more
expensive as a result of the Trump
administration’s tariffs, the Bud-
get Lab found. The center also ex-
pects cars — which often rely on
components from several differ-
ent countries — to get 12% more
expensive, adding $6,000 to the
price of an average new vehicle.

Although businesses have so far
absorbed the brunt of new tariffs,
by covering higher costs them-
selves or relying on earlier stock-
piles of inventory to keep them go-
ing, that is quickly changing. Ma-
jor retailers, including Costco,
Williams-Sonoma and Target, that
loaded up on products earlier in
the year are beginning to deplete
those reserves, analysts say.

“Consumers are going to pay,
starting with their morning cof-
fee,” said Robert Blecker, an eco-
nomics professor at American
University, referring to the S0%
tariff on coffee from Brazil. “Al-
though it does seem a lot of firms
have been eating some of the tar-
iffs by shaving their profit mar-
gins and holding the line on prices,
that can’t go on forever.”

Walmart, the country’s largest
retailer, has begun marking up ba-
by gear, kitchenware and toys.
Nike is raising prices on some of
its shoes, and many others are be-
ginning to warn consumers that
price increases are around the
corner.

Procter & Gamble, the maker of
Tide laundry detergent, Pampers
diapers and Oral-B toothbrushes,
said it would start raising prices in
August on some products by about
2.5% to help offset $1 billion in tar-
iff costs.

The toy industry, which imports
more than 75% of its products
from China, has been among the
first to pass on higher costs from
the president’s trade war. Toy
prices rose by 3.2% between April
and June, far outpacing overall in-
flation of 0.4% in that period, fed-
eral data shows.

MARK SCHIEFELBEIN/AP
President Donald Trump holds charts as he speaks about the economy in the Oval Office on Thursday.

Trump defends US economy
with charts after job reports

By JosH Boak
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump unexpectedly
summoned reporters to the Oval
Office on Thursday to present
them with charts that he says
show the U.S. economy is solid fol-
lowing a jobs report last week that
raised red flags and led to the Re-
publican firing the head of the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.

Joining Trump to talk about the
economy was Stephen Moore, a
senior visiting fellow in economics
at the Heritage Foundation, a con-
servative think tank.

Flipping through a series of
charts on an easel, Moore sought
to elevate Trump’s performance
as president and diminish the rec-
ord of former President Joe Bi-
den. Trump stood next to Moore
and interjected with approvals.

The moment in the Oval Office
spoke to the president’s hopes to
reset the narrative of the U.S.

economy. While the stock market
has been solid, job growth has
turned sluggish and inflationary
pressures have risen in the wake
of new tarriffs.

Moore said he phoned Trump
because he put together some data
that shows he was correct to dis-
miss Erika McEntarfer as the
head of the BLS. He noted that’s
because reports from the BLS had
overestimated the number of jobs
created during the last two years
of Biden’s term by 1.5 million.

“I think they did it purposely,”
said Trump, who has yet to offer
statistical evidence backing his
theory. Revisions are a standard
component of jobs reports and
tend to be larger during periods of
economic disruption.

The economy has seldom con-
formed to the whims of any presi-
dent, often presenting pictures
that are far more mixed and nu-
anced than what can easily be sold
to voters. Through the first seven

months of this year, employers
have added 597,000 jobs, down
roughly 44% from the gains during
the same period in 2024.

The July jobs report showed
that just 73,000 jobs were added
last month, while the May and
June totals were revised down-
ward by 258,000.

While Biden did face downward
revisions on his job numbers, the
economy added 2 million jobs in
2024 and 2.6 million in 2023.

The fundamental challenge in
Biden’s economy was the jolt of in-
flation as the annual rate of the
consumer price index hit a four-
decade high in June 2022.

There are signs of inflation
heating back up under Trump be-
cause of his tariffs. On Thursday,
Goldman Sachs estimated that the
upcoming inflation report for July
will show that consumer prices
rose 3% over the past 12 months,
which would be up from a 2.3%
reading in April.

Whitmer told Trump auto

By JoEY CAPPELLETTI
AND JosH BoaAk
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Michigan
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer met pri-
vately in the Oval Office with
President Donald Trump to make
a case he did not want to hear: the
automotive industry he wants to
save were being hurt by his tariffs.

The Democrat came with a slide
deck to make her points in a visual
presentation. Just getting the
meeting Tuesday with the Repu-
blican president was an achieve-

ment for someone viewed as a
contender for her party’s White
House nomination in 2028.

Whitmer’s strategy for dealing
with Trump highlights the conun-
drum for her and other Democrat-
ic leaders as they try to protect the
interests of their states while voic-
ing their opposition to his agenda.
It’s a dynamic that Whitmer has
navigated differently from many
other Democratic governors.

On Tuesday, she told the presi-
dent that the economic damage
from the tariffs could be severe in

jobs depend

Michigan, a state that helped de-
liver him the White House in 2024.
Whitmer also brought up federal
support for recovery efforts after
an ice storm and sought to delay
changes to Medicaid.

Whitmer is hardly the only one
sounding the warning of the po-
tentially damaging consequences,
including factory job losses, lower
profits and coming price increas-
es, of the import taxes that Trump
has said will be the salvation for
American manufacturing.

Under his series of executive

orders and trade frameworks,
U.S. automakers face import taxes
of S0% on steel and aluminum,
30% on parts from China and a top
rate of 25% on goods from Canada
and Mexico not covered under an
existing 2020 trade agreement.
That puts America’s automakers
and parts suppliers at a disadvan-
tage against German, Japanese
and South Korean vehicles that
only face a 15% import tax nego-
tiated by Trump last month.
Whitmer’s two earlier meetings
with Trump resulted in gains for

on tariff change of course

Michigan. But the tariffs repre-
sent a significantly broader re-
quest of a president who has im-
posed them even more aggres-
sively in the face of criticism.

Materials in the presentation
brought by Whitmer to the meet-
ing noted how trade with Canada
and Mexico has driven $23.2 bil-
lion in investment to Michigan
since 2020. Since Trump returned
to the White House, Michigan has
lost 7,500 manufacturing jobs, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics.
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Trump picks M

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AND JosH BoaAk
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump said Thursday he
will nominate a top economic ad-
viser to the Federal Reserve’s
board of governors for four
months, temporarily filling a va-
cancy while continuing his search
for alonger-term appointment.

Trump said he has named Ste-
phen Miran, the chair of the White
House’s Council of Economic Ad-
visers, to fill a seat vacated by gov-
ernor Adriana Kugler, a Biden ap-
pointee who is stepping down Fri-
day. Miran, ifapproved by the Sen-
ate, will serve until Jan. 31, 2026.

The appointment is Trump’s
first opportunity to exert more
control over the Fed, one of the few
remaining independent federal
agencies.

Trump has relentlessly criti-
cized the current chair, Jerome
Powell, for keeping short-term in-

iran to join Fed

ALEX BRANDON/AP

The president has said he will nominate Stephen Miran, chairman of
the Council of Economic Advisors, to a vacated seat on the Federal

Reserve's board of governors.

terest rates unchanged, calling
him “a stubborn MORON” recent-
ly on social media.

Miran has been a major defen-
der of Trump’s income tax cuts

and tariff hikes, arguing that the
combination will generate enough
economic growth toreduce budget
deficits.

He also has played down the risk

of Trump’stariffs generating high-
er inflation, a major source of con-
cern for Powell.

The choice of Miran may height-
en concerns about political influ-
ence over the Fed, which has tradi-
tionally been insulated from day-
to-day politics. Fed independence
isgenerally seen askey toensuring
that it can take difficult steps to
combat inflation, such as raising
interest rates, that politicians
might be unwilling to take.

Miran’s nomination, if ap-
proved, would add a near-certain
vote in support of lower interest
rates.

Kugler had echoed Powell’s
view thatthe Fed should keeprates
unchanged and further evaluate
the impact of tariffs on the econo-
my before making any moves.

Trump has said he will appoint
Fed officials who will cut interest
rates, which he says will reduce
the borrowing costs of the federal
government’s huge $36 trillion

eral Reserve hoard

debt pile. Trump also wants lower
rates to boost moribund home
sales, which have been held back
partly by higher mortgage costs.
Yet the Fed doesn’t directly set
longer-term interest rates for
things like home and car purchas-
es.

Still, even with Miran on the
board, 12 Fed officials vote on in-
terestrate policy and many remain
concerned that Trump’s sweeping
tariffs could push inflation higher
in the coming months.

Miran could be renominatedtoa
longertermonthe Fed once hisini-
tial appointment is concluded, or
replaced by another nominee.

Powell’s term as chair ends in
May 2026. Yet, Powell could re-
main on the board of governors un-
til January 2028, even after he
steps down as chair.

That would deny, or at least de-
lay, an opportunity for Trump to
appoint an additional policymaker
to the Fed’s board.

Federal Reserve official:

Associated Press

NEW YORK — A top official at
the Federal Reserve said Satur-
day that this month’s stunning,
weaker-than-expected report on
the U.S. job market is strengthen-
ing her belief that interest rates
should be lower.

Michelle Bowman was one of
two Fed officials who voted a week
and a half ago in favor of cutting
interest rates. Such a move could
help boost the economy by making
it cheaper for people to borrow
money to buy a house or a car, but

it could also threaten to push infla-
tion higher.

Bowman and a fellow dissenter
lost out after nine other Fed offi-
cials voted to keep interest rates
steady, as the Fed has been doing
all year. The Fed’s chair, Jerome
Powell, has been adamant that he
wants to wait for more data about
how President Donald Trump’s
tariffs are affecting inflation be-
fore the Fed makes its next move.

At a speech during a bankers’
conference in Colorado on Satur-
day, Bowman said that “the latest

Jobs data backs case for 3 rate cuts

labor market da-
ta reinforce my
view” that the
Fed should cut
interest rates
three times this
year. The Fed
has only three
meetings left on
the schedule in 2025.

The jobs report that arrived last
week, only a couple of days after
the Fed voted on interest rates,
showed that employers hired far
fewer workers last month than

Bowman

economists expected. It also said
that hiring in prior months was
much lower than initially thought.

On inflation, meanwhile, Bow-
man said she is getting more confi-
dent that Trump’s tariffs “will not
present a persistent shock to infla-
tion” and sees it moving closer to
the Fed’s 2% target.

Inflation has come down sub-
stantially since hitting a peak
above 9% after the pandemic, but
it has been stubbornly remaining
above 2%.

A fear is that Trump’s tariffs

could box in the Federal Reserve
by sticking the economy in a
worst-case scenario called “stag-
flation,” where the economy stag-
nates but inflation is high.

The Fed has no good tool to fix
that, and it would likely have to
prioritize either the job market or
inflation before helping the other.

On Wall Street, expectations are
that the Fed will have to cut inter-
estrates at its next meeting in Sep-
tember after the U.S. jobs report
came in so much below econo-
mists’ expectations.
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Netanyahu defends military offensive in Gaza

By WAFAA SHURAFA,
Sam METZ
AND SAamy MAGDY
Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on
Sunday sought to defend a new
military offensive in one of Gaza ‘s
most populated areas amid grow-
ing condemnation at home and
abroad, declaring that Israel “has
no choice but to finish the job and
complete the defeat of Hamas.”

He spoke to foreign media just
before an emergency meeting of
the United Nations Security Coun-
cil on Gaza. Notably, Netanyahu
said he has directed Israel’s mili-
tary to “bring in more foreign jour-
nalists” — which would be a strik-
ing development, as they haven’t
been allowed into Gaza beyond
military embeds during 22 months
of war.

“Our goal is not to occupy Gaza,

ABIR SULTAN/AP

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks during a press conference at the Prime minister's

office in Jerusalem, Sunday.

our goal is to free Gaza,” Netanya-
hu asserted. He also rejected what
he called a “global campaign of
lies” — and said Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz of Germany, one of Is-
rael’s strongest backers, had
“buckled under” by stopping ex-

ports of military equipment to Is-
rael that could be used in Gaza.
Merz, for his part, told public
broadcaster ARD that Germany
and Israel were talking “very crit-
ically” but Berlin’s overall policies
of friendship haven’t changed.

Netanyahu said there is a “fairly
short timetable” for next steps in
Gaza,but didn’t give specifics. The
goals, he said, include demilitariz-
ing the territory, the Israeli mili-
tary having “overriding security
control” and a non-Israeli civilian

administration in charge.

Netanyahu again blamed many
of Gaza’s problems on the Hamas
militant group, including civilian
deaths, destruction and aid shor-
tages.

The prime minister, who has as-
serted that there is “no starvation
in Gaza,” did acknowledge hun-
ger, saying, “there was a problem
with deprivation, no question
about it.” Israel wants to increase
the number of aid distribution
sites, he said.

Israel’s air and ground offensive
has displaced most Palestinians
and pushed the territory toward
famine. Two Palestinian children
died of malnutrition-related caus-
es on Saturday, bringing the toll
among children to 100 since the
war began.

The hunger toll is in addition to
the ministry’s war toll of 61,400
Palestinians.

Germany halts military exports “until further notice’ to Israel

By FANNY BRODERSEN
AND SAaM McNEIL
Associated Press

BERLIN — Germany won’t au-
thorize any exports of military
equipment to Israel that could be
used in Gaza “until further notice,”
ChancellorFriedrich Merzsaid Fri-
day, in a strikingly quick response
by one of Israel’s strongest interna-
tional backers to a decision by
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s Cabinet to take over Gaza City.

The move by Germany, which
has previously stopped short of
tougher lines against Israel’s gov-
ernment taken by some of its Euro-
pean Union allies, appeared likely
to further isolate Israel in the wake
of the military takeover plan that
has been decried by the United Na-
tions, aid and human rights groups,

and supporters of Israeli hostages
still held in Gaza, among others.

Germany, along with the United
States and Italy, is among the top
foreign suppliers of equipment
used by Israel’s military. The pause
adds to action taken by European
countries — including economic,
military and diplomatic measures
— against Israel in recent months
out of concern over its govern-
ment’s conduct in the nearly two-
year war in Gaza.

Merz said in a statement that Is-
rael “has the right to defend itself
against Hamas’ terror” and that the
release of Israeli hostages and pur-
poseful negotiations toward a cea-
sefire are “ourtop priority.” He said
that Hamas mustn’t have a role in
the future of Gaza.

“The even harsher military ac-

tion by the Israeli army in the Gaza
Strip, approved by the Israeli Cabi-
net last night, makes it increasingly
difficult for the German govern-
ment to see how these goals will be
achieved,” he said. “Under these
circumstances, the German gov-
ernment will not authorize any ex-
ports of military equipment that
could be used in the Gaza Strip until
further notice.”

Netanyahu spoke with Merz Fri-
day and expressed disappointment
withthe arms decision,accordingto
an Israeli government statement.
Germany is rewarding Hamas and
failing to support Israel’s “just war”
against the group, the statement
said.

It wasn’t immediately clear
which military equipment from
Germany would be affected. Asked

by The Associated Press for details,
the German government declined
to comment.

Germany has led efforts among
the EU’s 27 member nations to
block collective criticism of or ef-
forts to stop Israel’s blockade of Ga-
za and military campaign in the
coastal enclave.

Alongside Hungary and the
Czech Republic, Germany has ar-
gued against calls from Spain, Ire-
land and the Netherlands to scrap a
bilateral agreement with Israel,
sanction settlers, and enact an arms
embargo.

Germany, which has stood firmly
with Israel, “is openly admitting
thatitisuncomfortable with Israel’s
actions and limiting some arms
transfers, and for Germany this is a
huge deal,” he said. “However, 1

don’t think this alone will stop Is-
rael’s operationsin Gaza, and Israel
still has the USA as a committed
arms supplier.”

German-made engines can be fit-
ted in Israeli Merkava tanks and
Namer armored personnel carri-
ers, which are actively deployed in
Gaza. Sa’ar corvettes — small war-
ships festooned with sophisticated
radar equipment and cannons —
from Germany have been used to
shell targetsin Gaza during the war,
Hussain said.

The German news agency DPA,
citing figures from the Germany
Economy Ministry, in early June
reported that the government had
approved 485 million euros (about
$565 million) worth of arms exports
to Israel between Oct. 7, 2023 and
May 13 this year.

Demonstrators seeking release of Gaza hostages march in London

By Danica Kirra
Associated Press

LONDON — Demonstrators
seeking the release of Israeli host-
ages marched in central London
on Sunday as the war in Gaza con-
tinues to inflame tensions across
the United Kingdom.

The protesters, who planned to
march to the prime minister’s res-
idence for a rally, include Noga
Guttman, a cousin of 24-year-old
hostage Evyatar David, who was
featured in a video that enraged
Israelis when it was released by
Hamas militants last week.

The video showed an emaciated
David saying he was digging his
own grave inside a tunnel in Gaza.

Hamas-led militants kidnapped
251 people when they attacked Is-
rael on Oct. 7,2023. Some S0 of the
hostages still haven’t been re-

leased, of whom 20 are thought to
be alive.

Israel last week announced its
intention to occupy Gaza City as
part of a plan to end the war and
bring the captives home.

Family members and many in-
ternational leaders have con-
demned the plan, saying it would
lead to more bloodshed and en-
danger the hostages.

“We are united in one clear and
urgent demand: the immediate
and unconditional release of all
hostages,” Stop the Hate, a coali-
tion of groups organizing the
march, said in a statement.

“Regardless of our diverse po-
litical views, this is not a political
issue — it is a human one.”

The march comes a day after
police arrested S32 people at a
protest in support of a banned pro-

ALBERTO PEZZALVAP

Demonstrators hold placards as they take part in the March for

Hostages, in London, Sunday.

Palestinian organization.

The demonstrators on Saturday
sought to pressure the govern-
ment to overturn its decision to

ban the group Palestine Action as
a terrorist organization. Legisla-
tion passed last month makes it a
crime to publicly support the

group.

The Metropolitan Police Ser-
vice said it arrested 522 people for
supporting Palestine Action. A
further 10 were arrested on other
charges, including assaults on po-
lice officers.

The government banned Pales-
tine Action after activists broke in-
to a Royal Air Force base and
damaged two tanker planes to pro-
test British support for the war in
Gaza.

Palestine Action had previously
targeted Israeli defense contrac-
tors and other sites in Britain that
they believe have links with the Is-
raeli military.

Supporters of Palestine Action
are challenging the ban in court,
saying the government has gone
too far in declaring a direct action
group a terrorist organization.
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Beaches saw high levels
of fecal bacteria regularly

MA BOSTON — Over half

of all Massachusetts
beaches had an unsafe level of fe-
cal bacteria last year, and 47
beaches reached the danger zone
at least a quarter of the time they
were tested, according to an Envi-
ronment Massachusetts Research
and Policy Center report released
last week.

The report by Environment
Massachusetts analyzed how
many days over 3,000 beaches
across the U.S. hit a dangerous
threshold of fecal indicator bacte-
ria. Nationwide, 61% of tested
beaches tested positive for con-
tamination at least once in 2024.

The threshold, the EPA’s
“Beach Action Value,” is an esti-
mated illness rate of 32 out of ev-
ery 1,000 swimmers. Swimmers in
polluted water may develop gas-
trointestinal illness, respiratory
disease, ear and eye infection, and
skin rash, the report states.

The 47 beaches in Massachu-
setts with the higher numbers of
dangerous pollution days spread
across the state’s coast, research-
ers said, including North Shore,
South Shore, Boston, Cape Cod,
Buzzards Bay and the Islands.

Beauty queen: Rep. Mills
threatened revenge porn

F TALLAHASSEE — The

reigning Miss United
States claims a Florida congress-
man threatened to release sex
tapes and nude videos of her after
she ended their relationship.

Lindsey Langston, 25, says U.S.
Rep. Cory Mills, a 45-year-old Re-
publican, grew increasingly upset
after she broke off their relation-
ship in February, Politico report-
ed Tuesday. In addition to her pag-
eant career, Langston is a Repu-
blican state committee member.

In several messages on multiple
platforms, Mills threatened to
spread explicit videos of Langston
and also made vague threats
against any men who dated her in
the future, according to a police
report first obtained by D.C. outlet
Drop Site News.

Langston said she ended her re-
lationship with Mills after he was
accused in February of assaulting
another woman in Washington,
D.C. No charges were filed in that
case.

City workers searched
landfill for court records

NEW ORLEANS —

New Orleans clerk of
court staff stood ankle-deep in a
massive landfill, digging through
mounds of trash, to salvage court
records that the city erroneously
discarded.

As photos surfaced online —
showing city staff scouring for the
misplaced documents among
heaps of garbage — city and state
officials were outraged over the
situation.

In a statement, Clerk of Crimi-

Hot wax on a horse

A worker with the National Park Service uses a flame torch to apply a coat of hot wax during a cleaning of the 1876 bronze statue of Civil War

hero, Union Brig. Gen. James B. McPherson during cleaning last week.

nal District Court Darren Lom-
bard blasted the city for an “egre-
gious breach of responsibility and
negligence” of public records.
Photos shared by the criminal
clerk of court’s office show city
workers standing in debris beside
an excavator and extracting tat-
tered papers from heaps of gar-
bage earlier last week.

Lombard said he was notified
Aug. 1 that containers housing of-
ficial court documents had been
relocated from trailers without his
knowledge and, in at least one in-
stance, destroyed. He blamed the
Department of Public Works for
moving the records and said he
dispatched city employees to re-
cover what they could.

Federal approval of
major wind farm reversed

I BOISE — The Trump ad-

ministration last week
canceled a major wind farm de-
velopment in Idaho, a project ap-
proved late in former President
Joe Biden’s term that had drawn
criticism for its proximity to a his-
toric site where Japanese Ameri-
cans were incarcerated during
World War II.

The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment in December signed off on a
scaled-down plan for the Lava
Ridge Wind Project northeast of
Twin Falls, with 241 wind turbines
instead of 400. But the develop-
ment had been on hold since the
first day of President Donald
Trump’s second term, when he is-

sued an executive order halting
the permitting of wind power pro-
jects across the country and tell-
ing the Interior Department to re-
view the Lava Ridge decision.

The project, five years in the
works, faced opposition from local
residents concerned about the
height of the turbines — up to 660
feet, or more than twice the height
of the Statue of Liberty. It also
drew concerns it would spoil
views from the Minidoka National
Historic Site, where thousands of
Japanese Americans were impris-
oned during World War II.

Court rules it’s legal to
possess ‘ghost guns’

M MINNEAPOLIS —

The Minnesota Su-
preme Court ruled in a split deci-
sion last week that it is legal for
Minnesotans to possess ghost
guns without a serial number be-
cause current state law does not
clearly restrict it.

Justice Paul Thissen’s majority
opinion delves into the intersec-
tion between federal law around
what firearms require a serial
number and the Minnesota legal
statute for felony possession of a
firearm without a serial number.

The case stemmed from a sin-
gle-vehicle car crash in Fridley in
2022. A Minnesota state trooper
who arrived on the scene saw a
gun magazine inside the car and
the driver told the trooper he had a
pistol.

The trooper found a black 9-mil-

limeter Glock 19 without a serial
number and identified it as a pri-
vately made firearm, which are
commonly called ghost guns.

The driver was charged with
possessing a firearm without a se-
rial number and filed a motion to
dismiss the charge.

State’s first malaria case
possibly contracted

w SEATTLE — A wom-

an in east Pierce
County contracted malaria de-
spite not having traveled out of
state recently, according to the
Tacoma-Pierce County Health
Department.

The woman was diagnosed with
malaria Aug. 2 and is receiving
treatment, a news release states.

If the investigation finds the
woman contracted the disease
from a mosquito in Washington, it
would be the state’s first locally
acquired case. It would also be the
first known instance of malaria
being contracted west of the Rock-
ies.

The county health department
is working with the state Depart-
ment of Health and the national
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention to investigate the
source of the infection.

Man ambushes troopers
after killing neighbor
P THOMPSON — A 61-

year-old man shot and
killed his neighbor in rural Penn-

ALEx BRANDON/AP

sylvania Thursday and then am-
bushed first responders, police
said. The attacker was later killed
by police.

The boyfriend of Lori Wasko,
the woman who was killed, called
911 from their home near Thomp-
son to report that shots had been
fired, state police Col. Christopher
Paris said. Police did not say why
Carmine Faino decided to kill 57-
year-old Wasko outside her home
and then open fire on the others.

Police said after shooting state
troopers Joseph Perechinsky and
William Jenkins, Faino shot a po-
lice drone from the sky while sit-
ting next to a propane tank they
feared could be used as a bomb.

Then, Perechinsky, with two
chest wounds, commandeered a
tractor-trailer that was driving by
to block the roadway and prevent
other motorists from driving into
harm’s way.

The wounded Perechinsky ap-
plied a tourniquet to Jenkins be-
fore two other troopers were able
to help rescue them, Paris said.

Faino also fired at an SUV oper-
ated by a responding emergency
worker, Paris said, and the man
was injured when that vehicle
veered off the roadway. He was
treated for injuries, Paris said.

Faino had a rifle and did not
comply with demands, a state po-
lice statement said. He was “ulti-
mately shot and Kkilled during the
incident,” police said.

From The Associated Press and Tribune News
Service
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OPINION

Why we should build a reactor on the moon

By MicHELLE L.D. HANLON
The Conversation
n April 2025, China reportedly un-
veiled plans to build a nuclear power
plant on the Moon by 203S. This plant
would support its planned interna-
tional lunar research station.

The United States countered in August,
when acting NASA Administrator Sean
Duffy reportedly suggested a U.S. reactor
would be operational on the Moon by 2030.

While it might feel like a sudden sprint,
this isn’t exactly breaking news. NASA and
the Department of Energy have spent years
quietly developing small nuclear power
systems to power lunar bases, mining oper-
ations and long-term habitats.

As a space lawyer focused on long-term
human advancement into space, I see this
not as an arms race but as a strategic infras-
tructure race. And in this case, infrastruc-
ture is influence.

A lunar nuclear reactor may sound dra-
matic, but it’s neither illegal nor unprece-
dented. If deployed responsibly, it could al-
low countries to peacefully explore the
Moon, fuel their economic growth and test
out technologies for deeper space missions.
But building a reactor also raises critical
questions about access and power.

B The legal framework already exists.

Nuclear power in space isn’t a new idea.
Since the 1960s, the U.S. and the Soviet
Union have relied on radioisotope genera-
tors that use small amounts of radioactive
elements — a type of nuclear fuel —to pow-
er satellites, Mars rovers and the Voyager
probes.

The United Nations’ 1992 Principles Rel-
evant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources
in Outer Space, a nonbinding resolution,
recognizes that nuclear energy may be es-
sential for missions where solar power is in-
sufficient. This resolution sets guidelines
for safety, transparency and international
consultation.

Nothing in international law prohibits the
peaceful use of nuclear power on the Moon.
But what matters is how countries deploy it.
And the first country to succeed could
shape the norms for expectations, behav-
iors and legal interpretations related to lu-
nar presence and influence.

B Why being first matters.

The 1967 Outer Space Treaty, ratified by
all major spacefaring nations including the
U.S., China and Russia, governs space ac-
tivity. Its Article IX requires that states act
with “due regard to the corresponding in-
terests of all other States Parties.”

That statement means if one country
places a nuclear reactor on the Moon, oth-
ers must navigate around it, legally and
physically. In effect, it draws a line on the
lunar map. If the reactor anchors a larger,
long-term facility, it could quietly shape
what countries do and how their moves are
interpreted legally, on the Moon and be-
yond.

Other articles in the Outer Space Treaty
set similar boundaries on behavior, even as
they encourage cooperation. They affirm
that all countries have the right to freely ex-
plore and access the Moon and other celes-
tial bodies, but they explicitly prohibit terri-
torial claims or assertions of sovereignty.

At the same time, the treaty acknowledg-
es that countries may establish installations
such as bases— and with that, gain the pow-
er to limit access. While visits by other
countries are encouraged as a transparency
measure, they must be preceded by prior
consultations. Effectively, this grants oper-
ators a degree of control over who can enter
and when.

Building infrastructure is not staking a
territorial claim. No one can own the Moon,
but one country setting up a reactor could
shape where and how others operate —
functionally, if not legally.

B Infrastructure is influence.

Building a nuclear reactor establishes a
country’s presence in a given area. This
idea is especially important for resource-
rich areas such as the lunar south pole,
where ice found in perpetually shadowed
craters could fuel rockets and sustain lunar
bases.

These sought-after regions are scientifi-
cally vital and geopolitically sensitive, as
multiple countries want to build bases or
conduct research there. Building infras-
tructure in these areas would cement a
country’s ability to access the resources
there and potentially exclude others from
doing the same.

Critics may worry about radiation risks.
Even if designed for peaceful use and con-
tained properly, reactors introduce new en-
vironmental and operational hazards, par-
ticularly in a dangerous setting such as
space. But the U.N. guidelines do outline
rigorous safety protocols, and following
them could potentially mitigate these con-
cerns.

B Why nuclear? Because solar has lim-
its.

The Moon has little atmosphere and ex-
periences 14-day stretches of darkness. In
some shadowed craters, where ice is likely
to be found, sunlight never reaches the sur-
face at all. These issues make solar energy
unreliable, if not impossible, in some of the
most critical regions.

A small lunar reactor could operate con-
tinuously for a decade or more, powering
habitats, rovers, 3D printers and life-sup-
port systems. Nuclear power could be the
linchpin for long-term human activity. And
it’s not just about the Moon — developing
this capability is essential for missions to
Mars, where solar power is even more con-
strained.

H A call for governance, not alarm.

The United States has an opportunity to
lead not just in technology but in gover-
nance. Ifit commits to sharing its plans pub-
licly, following Article IX of the Outer
Space Treaty and reaffirming a commit-
ment to peaceful use and international par-
ticipation, it will encourage other countries
to do the same.

The future of the Moon won’t be deter-
mined by who plants the most flags. It will
be determined by who builds what, and
how. Nuclear power may be essential for
that future. Building transparently and in
line with international guidelines would al-
low countries to more safely realize that fu-
ture.

A reactor on the Moon isn’t a territorial
claim or a declaration of war. But it is in-
frastructure. And infrastructure will be
how countries display power — of all kinds
— in the next era of space exploration.

Michelle L.D. Hanlon is a professor of Air and Space Law at the
University of Mississippi. The Conversation is an independent
and nonprofit source of news, analysis and commentary from
academic experts

Your tax dollars

Las Vegas Review-Journal Editorial Board
here are about 160,000 gas sta-
tions in the United States, the vast
majority of them built and run
through the private sector to max-

imize efficiency and convenience for mo-
torists.

And then there’s the EV charging net-
work overseen by federal bureaucrats that
cost American taxpayers $7.5 billion and
produced 68 stations with 384 ports.

The contrast couldn’t be more stark.

In 2021, the Democratic Congress passed
and former President Joe Biden signed the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, a
$1.2 trillion monstrosity larded with pork
and payouts to favored green interests. In-
cluded among the “investments” were bil-
lions to subsidize a national EV charging
network in an effort to jump-start the sale of
electric vehicles. The Biden White House
insisted the program would fund 500,000
EV chargers by 2030.

As is typical of government infrastruc-

at work: the EV

ture projects today, the program became
bogged down in bureaucratic minutiae.
Democrats larded the grant requirements
with all types of woke nonsense dictating,
among other things, where the stations had
to be built and who would be allowed to
build them. At a Senate hearing last year, a
Federal Highway Administration official
testified that, after three years, the effort
had produced seven charging stations and a
“few dozen” charging ports, Reuters re-
ported.

A year later, that number has increased.
But the result remains underwhelming.
The National Review reported last month
that “the Biden administration’s program
will have cost approximately $19.5 million
per charger once the funding dries up in
2026.”

A recently released report from the Gov-
ernment Accounting Office concluded that
the joint office set up by the Department of
Energy and Department of Transportation
to oversee such projects “generally does not

charger debacle

have fully defined performance goals for its
activities and, consequently, is generally
unable to use the performance information
it collects to assess progress toward goals.”

President Donald Trump issued an exec-
utive order in February directing states to
stop spending the Biden money allocated
for EV chargers.

This is a step forward for fiscal sanity,
given the program’s dismal record.

The for-profit sector is capable of meet-
ing demand for EV ports — as Tesla has apt-
ly demonstrated.

“Private companies have collectively
spent billions on this infrastructure,” The
Associated Press reported this year. “In-
dustry leaders say that the demand from
drivers for EV chargers will propel compa-
nies to build more of them.”

And it’s a sure bet that when these com-
panies fund the construction of new stations
and ports, they’ll do it in a timely fashion —
and for far less than $19.5 million per char-
ger.
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‘You're the
ast original!

Thayne Jasperson has starred in ‘Hamilton’
since it opened on Broadway 10 years ago

By HANNAH SAMPSON
The Washington Post

Thayne Jasperson has left the building. Don’t worry. Just for
lunch. It happens sometimes.

The actor is in the middle of a grueling two-show day, that show
being the smash hit “Hamilton,” which opened at the Richard
Rodgers Theatre on Broadway 10 years ago Wednesday.

Jasperson, a member of the ensemble who pops up briefly as the
snooty British loyalist Samuel Seabury, is the only remaining origi-
nal cast member in the show about founding father Alexander Ha-
milton. He’s still thrilled to be in the room where it happens, finding
new ways to make sure starring in a pop-culture phenomenon
doesn’t become just another job. It’s a running joke that he’s moved
into the building. Fans predict he’ll haunt the place one day as the
Phantom of the Rodgers.

Earlier this year, he even recorded a tongue-in-cheek video se-
ries called “At Home (The Richard Rodgers) with Thayne Jasper-
son.”

“Thayne has done so many dispatches from that theater, it’s hard
not to believe that he lives there,” Lin-Manuel Miranda, the show’s
creator, said in an email.

“It feels like I live there,” Jasperson said.

He has certainly made himself at home. He keeps a cozy robe in
the dressing room he shares with several cast members. He some-
times hand-washes laundry there, grabs a nap, takes a shower.
You’ll find him doing preshow pullups stage right.

“You guys, sometimes I’'m a little crazy, but who wouldn’t be?”” he
says in the final installment of the video series. “Ten years at ‘Ha-
milton?’ You would too.”

Jasperson was part of a workshop in early 2014 as the show pre-
pared for an off-Broadway run and helped add some of the nuances
that made Seabury the character he is today. He didn’t originally
see himself staying at the show for a decade.

“And then I was like, ‘Hamilton’s’ going to be epic,”” he said. “I
didn’t know how epic.”

The show — starring a diverse cast as the nation’s founders and
featuring hip-hop, jazz and other modern musical styles — became
a critical darling and a commercial juggernaut. Oprah saw it.
Beyoncé was there. President Barack Obama visited.

“It’s allowed us to have multiple moments where you feel like you
are at the center of the universe, in the eye of the hurricane,” he
said. “Like, Obama comes and suddenly you feel like you’re at the
top of the world.”

Still, Jasperson said that at the beginning of the run, he doubted
whether fans would want to meet him at the stage door. They want-
ed to meet Miranda, he figured, or Jonathan Groff as the king,
Christopher Jackson as George Washington or Phillipa Soo as El-
iza. Who’d want to see the guy who stands up on a box to discourage
the Revolutionaries, only to get repeatedly dissed by A. Ham him-
self? As it turned out, Seabury has his admirers — even if only be-
cause his song, “Farmer Refuted,” is so much fun to sing.

Even now, fans bring him bracelets with a key phrase and signa-
ture vocal flourish: “For shame.” On his recent two-show day, he
was second out the stage door in a button-up shirt, athletic shorts
and cowboy boots and made his way across the crowd signing au-
tographs, posing for pictures and complimenting costumes.

“Now I go out and it is so sweet, because people are like ‘You're
the last original!”” he said. “It’s such an honor, and it really touches
my heart.”

Jasperson said that after playing Seabury thousands of times, he
doesn’t need to review the part before he goes on. He’s an under-
study for the role of King George, and on nights when he goes on, he
sings through the lyrics offstage. Sometimes he’s called in to play
John Laurens, and “I want to feel like I’'m cool, like I'm fiery, like
I’'m a rapper” so he listens to rap music to get in the zone. When he
then has to switch to Philip Hamilton in Act 2, he starts out playing a
9-year-old, which Jasperson enjoys as someone who eats cereal and
watches cartoons in the morning. (He also tries to keep his lan-

EveLyN FResa/For The Washington Post

I’s a running joke that Thayne Jasperson, the only remaining
original cast member of “Hamilton,” which opened at the Richard
Rodgers Theatre on Broadway 10 years ago Wednesday, has
moved into the building. “It feels like I live there,” Jasperson said.

guage family-friendly as someone who grew up Mormon, leading
him to substitute more profane utterances with “mother-of-pearl.”)

Andrew Chappelle, who spent five years in the “Hamilton” cast,
said he’s not surprised Jasperson, 45, wants to remain in the show.

But, Chappelle adds, “Anyone who’s done ‘Hamilton’ will always
say it’s one of the hardest shows you’ll ever be asked to do,” because
of the sheer amount of furniture-hoisting and rafter-climbing and
how much time ensemble members remain onstage. “I think that a
lot of times in a Broadway career, you want to stay in a show longer
and sometimes just physically you’re like, ‘Uh, I think I need to not
do this anymore.””

Jasperson said it would be hard to leave a show where he feels
like his role is important and carries the story forward. He finds
creative fulfillment through side projects teaching or performing.
In 2022, he stepped away briefly to join a two-month run of an off-
Broadway show, “Only Gold,” choreographed and directed by “Ha-
milton” choreographer Andy Blankenbuehler. There was, of
course, the pandemic shutdown for 18 months.

But now, how do you keep an eight-show-a-week gig from feeling
mundane after so long?

Jasperson said he still tries to make small choices and improvisa-
tions to keep the performance fresh. Maybe Seabury will be stoic
one day and flamboyant another.

“Ireally like to fall into the world of ‘Hamilton’ and find how can I
continue to make this something that people would be proud of,” he
said.

Miranda hailed his “incredible dedication” and work ethic, and
recalled how “adventurous he was in the space” when he joined the
ensemble. “Thayne Jasperson is the f—-ing best. Full stop,” he said.

Blankenbuehler, who choreographed for Jasperson when he
competed on “So You Think You Can Dance” in 2008, said he enjoys
how Jasperson attacks the show in new ways and still wants to “dig
deeper.”

“So many people, once it’s in their body and they think of it like a
job, they don’t really want to be told that there’s a different way to
dig,” he said. “He’s just like, ‘No, let me keep digging.”

Jasperson said he feels a responsibility as a kind of unofficial
“Hamilton” mascot to never slack, especially to set an example for
newer members of the cast.

“There will be a day when we can’t do this anymore,” he said.
“My body will be like, ‘No,” and I don’t ever want to regret and look
back and say, ‘Man, why didn’t I do more? Why wasn’t I doing this
better?””

Miranda recalled how Jasperson suffered a rib injury in the first
year of the show and had to spend a couple of months recovering.

“A part of me thinks that the fact that he is still with the show 10
years later is him making up for that lost time, and that initial fe-
verish first year,” he said. “I'm here to say: ‘Thayne, it’s OK. You
can stay at the Richard Rodgers for as long or as short as you want,
as long as you still love coming to work.””

Fired ‘Mandalorian’ actor settles
lawsuit with Lucasfilm, Disney

Actor Gina Carano has settled her federal
lawsuit against Lucasfilm and its parent
The Walt Disney Co. over her claim that she
was fired from “The Mandalorian” in 2021
for expressing right-wing views on social
media. The specific terms of the agreement
were not made available.

The two sides stipulated in a federal court
filing Thursday that the case should be dis-
missed with prejudice, meaning it can’t be
refiled. A judge still needs to formally dis-
missit. The case had been scheduled to go to
trial in Los Angeles in February of next
year.

The lawsuit, filed in a federal court in Cal-
ifornialast year, alleged Carano was wrong-
fully terminated from the “Star Wars” gal-
axy Disney+ series after two seasons due to
a post likening the treatment of American
conservatives to the treatment of Jews in
Nazi Germany. Her posts were widely crit-
icized online and spurred a trending #Fire-
GinaCarano hashtag.

Other news

B U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Assistant Secretary Tricia
McLaughlin says actor Dean Cain will be
sworn in as an “honorary ICE Officer” in
the coming month. McLaughlin referenced
Cain’s 1990s role in “Lois & Clark: The New
Adventures of Superman,” saying “Super-
man is encouraging Americans to become
real-life superheroes.” Cain also posted a
video encouraging others to join the agency.
The 59-year-old has been been outspoken in
his conservative viewpoints and endorsed
President Donald Trump in three elections.

B Britain’s Royal Mail has issued stamps
celebrating Monty Python’s comedy. The
10-stamp series, announced Thursday,
highlights iconic characters and catch-
phrases. Six stamps feature scenes from
“Monty Python’s Flying Circus.” Four
stamps mark the SOth anniversary of the
film “Monty Python and the Holy Grail.”
The stamps can be preordered and go on
sale Aug. 14.

B Kelly Clarkson’s ex-husband and tal-
ent manager Brandon Blackstock has died
of cancer. His death was first reported by
People. He was 48. A representative for the
Blackstock family shared a statement to
The Associated Press explaining that
Blackstock battled cancer for more than
three years. Clarkson and Blackstock were
married in October 2013. In 2020, she filed
for divorce, citing irreconcilable differenc-
es as the reason for the split.

B Eddie Palmieri, the pioneering rumba
and Latin jazz musician, has died at 88. His
daughter Gabriela said he died Wednesday
in New Jersey after a long illness. Palmieri
was the first Latino to win a Grammy and
earned seven more over his career. He re-
leased nearly 40 albums and continued per-
forming into his 80s. Known for his innova-
tive style, he formed the band La Perfectain
1961, introducing a unique trombone sec-
tion. His work fused salsa, funk, soul and
jazz,leaving alasting impact on Latin music
worldwide.

B Actor Kelley Mack, who played Addy
in Season 9 of “The Walking Dead” in addi-
tion to doing national commercials and
voice-over work, has died at age 33, her
family said on social media. She died in Cin-
cinnati after battling glioma of the central
nervous system, according to a notice post-
ed on her CaringBridge page.

From wire reports
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SCOREBOARD/SPORTS BRIEFS

Saturday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

ATHLETICS — Placed RHP Luis Severino
on the 15-day IL, retroactive to Aug. 6. Re-
E:al)led LHP Hogan Harris from Las Vegas

IL).

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Sent LHP Martin
Perez to Charlotte (IL) on a rehab assign-
ment. Released RHP Gus Varland.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Sent 2B Michael
Mas?ey to Omaha (IL) on a rehab assign-
ment.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Placed OF Matt
Wallner on the paternity list. Recalled OF
Carson McCusker from St. Paul (IL).

National League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Recalled
RHP Juan Burgos from Reno (PCL). Op-
tioned RHP Casey Kelly to Reno.

ATLANTA BRAVES — Activated 3B Vidal
Brujan.Recalled RHPs Hunter Strattonand
Hurston Waldrep from Gwinnett (IL). Op-
tioned LHP Dylan Dodd and SS Jonathan
Ornelas to Gwinnett.

MIAMI MARLINS — Placed RHP Anthony
Benderonthe paternity list. Recalled RHPs
Ryan Gusto and Tyler Zuber from Jackson-
ville (IL).

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Agreed to
terms with RHP Travis MacGregor on a mi-
nor league contract.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Reinstated RHP
Michael King from the 60-day IL. Optioned
RHP Sean Reynolds to El Paso (PCL).

BASKETBALL
Women'’s National Basketball
Association

MINNESOTA LYNX — Signed G Jaylyn
Sherrod to a rest-of-season contract. Re-
leased G Yvonne Anderson.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Signed DB MJ De-
vonshire.

BUFFALO BILLS — Waived DE Hayden
Harris with an injury settlement.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed T Mar-
cellus Johnson, CB B.J. Mayes, RBs Nate
Noel and Nay’Quan Wright. Released CB
Tre Herndon. Placed RB Salvon Ahmed and
CB Justin Walley on injured reserve.
Waived LB Liam Anderson with an injury
settlement.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Re-signed
DB Aydan White. Placed CB Levi Wallace
on injured reserve.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Signed OT
David Sharpe.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Signed RB
Ke’Shawn Vaughn. Waived OL Zack John-
son.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Waived DB
Marcus Banks with an injury settlement.

. SOCCER
Major League Soccer

FC CINCINNATI — Acquired a 2025 inter-
national roster slot from Real Salt Lake in
exchange for $100,000 in 2025 general allo-
cation money.

PRO BASKETBALL

WNBA

Eastern Conference
w L Pct GB

New York 20 10 .667 —
Atlanta 19 11 633 1
Indiana 18 13 563 3
Washington 13 17 433 7
Chicago 8 23 258 12%
Connecticut 5 24 172 14

Western Conference
w L Pct GB

Minnesota 26 5 839 —
Phoenix 19 11 633 6%
Las Vegas 17 14 548 9
Seattle 16 15 516 10
Golden State 15 15 .500 10%
Los Angeles 14 16 467 11%
Dallas 8 23 258 18

Thursday’s games

Atlanta 86, Chicago 65
Los Angeles 102, Connecticut 91
Phoenix 95, Indiana 60

Friday’s games

New York 88, Dallas 77
Minnesota 80, Washington 76
Las Vegas 90, Seattle 86

Saturday’s games
Indiana 92, Chicago 70
Golden State 72, Los Angeles 59
Sunday’s games

Minnesota at New York
Washington at Dallas
Atlanta at Phoenix
Seattle at Los Angeles
Connecticut at Las Vegas

Monday’s game
Connecticut at Golden State

PRO SOCCER

MLS

Western Conference
W L T Pts GF GA

SanDiegoFC 15 7 4 49 50 32
Vancouver 13 6 6 45 43 28
Minn. United 12 5 8 44 42 128
Seattle 10 6 8 38 39 35
LAFC 10 6 7 37 41 30
Portland 10 8 7 37 33 34
Austin FC 9 8 7 34 23 28
San Jose 8 10 8 32 49 45
Real SaltLake 9 11 4 31 26 30
Colorado 811 6 30 31 39
FC Dallas 711 7 28 37 45
Houston 711 7 28 32 41
Sporting KC 6 13 6 24 36 47
St Louis City 514 6 21 27 41
LA Galaxy 314 7 16 28 48

Eastern Conference
W L T Pts GF GA

Philadelphia 15 5 6 51 44 25
Cincinnati 15 6 4 49 39 31
Nashville 14 7 5 47 43 29
Columbus 12 5 8 44 41 36
Inter MiamiCF 12 4 6 42 49 34
Orlando City 11 6 8 41 46 33
Charlotte FC 12 11 2 38 43 39
NYCFC 11 8 5 38 34 29
Chicago 10 9 6 36 47 42
New York 9 10 6 33 39 36
New England 711 7 28 33 35
Toronto FC 513 7 22 26 33
Atlanta 4 11 10 22 30 46
CF Montréal 4 15 7 19 24 47
D.C. United 4 15 7 19 22 51

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday’s games

Atlanta 1, CF Montréal 1, tie

New England 2, D.C. United 0
Columbus at New York City FC ppd.
Toronto FC 1, Philadelphia 1, tie
Houston 2, Austin FC 2, tie

Los Angeles FC 2, Chicago 2, tie

FC Dallas 2, Portland 0

St Louis City 3, Nashville 1

San Diego FC 2, Sporting Kansas City 0
San Jose 2, Vancouver 1

Sunday’s games

Charlotte FC at Cincinnati
Colorado at Minnesota
Real Salt Lake at New York
Miami at Orlando City
Seattle at LA Galaxy

Saturday, August 16

Real Salt Lake at Charlotte FC

LA Galaxy at Miami

D.C. United at CF Montréal

Los Angeles FC at New England
Philadelphia at New York .
Sporting Kansas City at Orlando City
Columbus at Toronto FC

FC Dallas at Austin FC

St Louis City at Chicago

Seattle at Minnesota

Atlanta at Colorado

Cincinnati at Portland

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
Kansas City 13 2 0 39 32 10
Orlando 8 4 3 27 22 12
Washington 8 4 3 27 23 20
San Diego 7 3 5 26 26 17
Seattle 7 4 3 24 19 13
Portland 6 4 4 22 20 14
Louisville 6 6 3 21 20 25
Gotham FC 5 5 5 20 19 14
North Carolina 5 6 4 19 19 22
Bay FC 4 6 4 16 16 19
Angel City 4 7 4 16 21 27
Houston 4 8 3 15 17 25
Chicago 1 9 4 7 11 28
UtahRoyalsFC 1 11 3 6 12 31

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday’s games

Houston 2, North Carolina 1
Kansas City 1, Utah Royals FC 0

Saturday’s games

Washington 0, Gotham FC 0, tie
Louisville 1, Orlando 1, tie
Angel City 1, San Diego 1, tie

Sunday’s games

Bay FC at Chicago
Seattle at Portland

Friday, August 15

Louisville at Washington
Angel City at Utah Royals FC

Saturday, August 16

Orlando at Kansas City
Portland at North Carolina
San Diego at Bay FC

Sunday, August 17
Houston at Gotham FC

AUTO RACING

Mission 200

NASCAR Xfinity
Saturday
At Watkins Glen International
Watkins Glen, N.Y.
Lap length: 2.45 miles
(Start position in parentheses)

1. (1) Connor Zilisch, Chevrolet, 82 laps,
51 points

2. (4) Sam Mayer, Ford, 82, 43

3. (6) Sammy Smith, Chevrolet, 82, 36

4. (10) Austin Hill, Chevrolet, 82, 40

5. (14) Carson Kvapil, Chevrolet, 82, 38

6. (9) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, 82, 44

7.(18) Austin Green, Chevrolet, 82, 31

8.(36) Christian Eckes, Chevrolet, 82, 29

9. (13) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 82, 28

10. (17) Harrison Burton, Ford, 82, 32

11. (8) Kaz Grala, Toyota, 82,0

12. (31) Brennan Poole, Chevrolet, 82, 25

13. (19) Dean Thompson, Toyota, 82, 28

14. (15) Jesse Love, Chevrolet, 82, 29

15. (30) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 82,

16. (23) Jeb Burton, Chevrolet, 82, 21
17.(21) Daniel Dye, Chevrolet, 82, 20
18. (3) Taylor Gray, Toyota, 82, 28
19. (26) Stefan Parsons, Chevrolet, 82, 0
20. (38) Austin J Hill, Chevrolet, 82,17
21. (35) Glen Reen, To 1)_/fota, 82,16
22. (22) Parker Retzla Chevrolet 82,18
23. (32) Blaine Perkins, Chevrolet, 80, 14
.24. (7) Nicholas Sanchez, Chevrolet, ac-
cident, 75, 20
25. (12)_Michael McDowell, Chevrolet,
accident, 73,0
q 26. (5) W|II|am Sawalich, Toyota, acci-
ent,
2710(27) Josh Bilicki, Chevrolet, accident,

28.(29) Ryan Sieg, Ford, accident, 73, 11
29. (33) Ryan EI||s, Chevrolet acmdent

3,8
30. (28) Kyle Sieg, Ford, accident, 73,7
31. (2) Shane Van Glsbergen Chevrolet
accident, 64,0
32. (20) Anthony Alfredo, Chevrolet, 63,5
33. (24) Matt DiBenedetto, Chevrolet,
suspension, 52,5
34. (34) Preston Pardus, Chevrolet, 52, 3
35. (11) Sheldon Creed, Ford, accident,

50, 14
36. (16) Riley Herbst, Toyota, engine, 39,

37. (25) Thomas Annunziata, Chevrolet,
accident, 24,1
38. (37) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, en-
gine, 3,1
Race statistics

Average speed of race winner: 81.737
m

ph.

1gme ofrace: 2 hours, 26 minutes, 49 sec-
onds

Margin of victory: 2.326 seconds

Caution flags: 7 for 20 laps

Lead changes: 17 among 9 drivers

Lap leaders: C.Zilisch 0-6; S.Van Gisber-
?en 7; C.Zilisch 8-18; J. Allgaler 19-21; C.Zi-

sch 22-23; W.Sawalich 24; C.Zilisch 25-43;
S.Van G|sbergen 44; C. Zilisch 45- 53; P. Ret-
zlaff 54; J.Love 55; s.van Gisbergen 56-64;
C.Zilisch 65-68; A.Hill 69-71; M.McDowell
Z}%; C.Zilisch 73-77; S.Smith 78; C.Zilisch 79-

Leaders summary (driver, times led,
laps led): C.Zilisch, 8 times for 60 laps;
S.Van Gisbergfen 3timesfor 11 laps; AHill,
1 time for 3 laps; J.Allgaier, 1 time for 3
laps; S.Smith, 1t|mefor1Iap J.Love, 1time
for 1 lap; P.Retzlaff, 1 time for 1 lap;
M.McDowell, 1 time for 1 lap; W.Sawalich,
1timeforllap

Wins: C.Zilisch, 6; J.Allgaier, 3; AHill, 3;
S.Mayer, 1; J.Love, 1; B.Jones, 1; S.Smith, 1;
N.Sanchez, 1; A.Almirola, 1

Top 16 in points: 1. C.Zilisch, 823; 2. J.All-
gaier, 816; 3. S.Mayer, 799; 4. J.Love, 731; 5.
A.Hill, 690; 6. C.Kvapil, 660; 7. B.Jones, 646;
8. S.Creed, 625; 9. T.Gray, 624; 10. S.Smith,
603; 11. H.Burton, 578; 12. N.Sanchez, 555;
13. J.Burton, 548; 14. R.Sieg, 540; 15.
C.Eckes, 506; 16. D.Thompson, 496

AP SPORTLIGHT

Aug. 11

1919 — The Green Bay Packers football
club, named after sponsor Indian Packing
Company, is founded by George Calhoun
and Curly Lambeau.

1929 — Babe Ruth becomes the first MLB
player to hit 500 home runs.

1984 — Carl Lewis duplicates Jesse
Owens’ 1936 feat, winning his 4th Olympic
gold medal as part of the US 4 x 100m relay
team; world record (37.83).

1991 — John Daly, the last alternate to
make the field, wins the 73rd PGA Cham-
pionship with a 1-under 71 to finish three
strokes ahead of Bruce Lietzke.

1995 — Michael Johnson wins the 200
metersin 19.79 seconds in the World Track
& Field Championships to become the first
runner to capture the 200 and 400 meters
in a major championship.

2012 — Usain Boltis a perfect 3 for 3 at
the London Olympics — three events,
three victories — just like Beijing four
years ago. Almost even with the last U.S.
runner when he gets the baton for the an-
chor leg of the 4x100 meters, Bolt steadily
pulls away down the stretch to cap his
perfect Summer Games by leading Jamai-
cacto victory in a world-record 36.84 sec-
onds.

2013 — Ashton Eaton, of the United
States, wins the decathlon world cham-
pionship title to add to his Olympic gold
medal. He completes his collection with a
season-leading total of 8,809 points in a
10-event competition.

2021 — Argentine soccer superstar Lion-
el Messi confirms signing a rich 2-year
contract with French Ligue 1 champions
Palris Saint-Germain after leaving FC Bar-
celona.

FedEx St. Jude Championship

Saturday
At TPC Southwind
Memphis, Tenn.

Purse: $20 million

Yardage: 7,288; Par: 70
Third Round

63-64-69—196 -14
64-66-67—197  -13
67-66-65—198  -12
68-64-67—199  -11

Tommy Fleetwood
Justin Rose
Scottie Scheffler
Andrew Novak

J.J. Spaun 68-66-65—199 -11
Akshay Bhatia 62-69-70—201 -9
Rickie Fowler 66-69-66—201 -9
Ben Griffin 66-69-66—201 -9
Chris Kirk 68-67-66—201 -9
Patrick Cantlay 70-67-66—203 -7
Bud Cauley 64-69-70—203 -7
SiWoo Kim 65-69-69—203 -7

66-65-72—203 -7
69-69-65—203 -7
68-67-68—203 -7
67-67-70—204 -6
69-64-71—204 -6
67-69-68—204 -6
69-63-72—204 -6
69-69-66—204 -6
70-66-69—205 -5
64-72-69—205 -5
67-70-68—205 -5
68-72-65—205 -5
69-65-71—205 -5

Collin Morikawa
Taylor Pendrith
Sepp Straka
Ludvig Aberg
Jacob Bridgeman
Thomas Detry
Kurt Kitayama
Jhonattan Vegas
Lucas Glover
Harry Hall

Robert Macintyre
Xander Schauffele
Cameron Young

Sungjae Im 71-64-71—206 -4
Maverick McNealy  66-66-74—206 -4
J.T. Poston 70-69-67—206 -4
Matti Schmid 71-66-69—206 -4
Sam Burns 70-71-66—207 -3

Wyndham Clark
Harris English
Matt Fitzpatrick
Brian Harman
Russell Henley
Aaron Rai

Kevin Yu

Cincinnati Open

Saturday
At Lindner Family Tennis Center
Purse: $9,193,540
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Seedings in parentheses
Men'’s Singles
Round of 64

Holt];er Rune (7), Denmark, def. Roman
Safiullin, Russia, 7-5, 7-6 (5).
Alex Michelsen (28), Un|ted States def.
Corentin Moutet, France, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Arthur R|nderknech France def Casper
Ruud (11), Norway, 6- 7 (5), 6- 4 6-2.

Benjamin Bonzi, France, def. Lorenzo
Musetti (8), Italy, 5-7, 6-4, 7-6 (4).

Tommy Paul 13) United States, def. Pe-
dro Martinez, Spain, 6-2, 6-2.

Felix Auger -Aliassime (23), Canada, def.
;’%ng)s Martin Etcheverry, Argentina, 6-2,

Stefanos Tsitsipas (25), Greece, def. Fa-
bian Marozsan, Hungary, 7-6 (3), 6-2.

Jannik Sinner (1), Italy, def. Daniel Elahi
Galan, Colombia, 6-1, 6-1.

Adrian Mannarlno, France, def. Tomas
Machac (19), Czechia, 6-3, 6.

Gabriel Diallo (30), Canada, def. Sebas-
tian Baez, Argentina, 7-5, 6-4.

Ugo Humbert (20), F_rance, def. Coleman
Wong, Hong Kong, China, 6-3, 6-4.

Joao Fonseca, Brazil, def. Alejandro Da-
vidovich Fokina (17), Spain, 6-7 24), 5-4,ret.

Lorenzo Sonego (31), Italy, def. Zizou
Bergs, Belgium, 6-3, 7-6 (4).

Frances Tiafoe (10), United States, def.
Roberto Carballes Baena, Spain, 6-4, 6-3.

Terence Atmane, France, def. Flavio Co-
bolli (15), Italy, 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 ®).

Taylor Fritz (4),Un|ted States, def. Emilio
Nava, United States, 6-4, 6-4.

Women’s Singles
Round of 64

Marta Kostyuk (25), Ukraine, def. Tatja-
na Maria, Germany, 6-0, 6-1.

lga Swiatek 3), Poland def. Anastasia
Potapova, Russia, 6-1, 6-4.

Aol Ito, Japan, def. Anastasia Pavlyu-
chenkova (27), Russia, 6-1, 4-6, 6-4

Jessica Bouzas Mane|ro Spaln def. Ley-
lah Annie Fernandez (21),_Canada, 6-3,6-3.

Sorana Cirstea, Romania, def. Magdale-
na Frech (22), Poland, 7-6 (4), 2-6, 6-4.

Madison Keys (6), Unlted States def.Eva
Lys, Germany, 1-6, 6-3, 7-6 (1).

TaylorTownsend United States, def. Li-
udmila Samsonova (13), Russia, 6- 2,6-4.

Emma Raducanu (30), Britain, def. Olga
Danilovic, Serbia, 6-3, 6-2. .

Maya Joint, Australia, def. Beatriz Had-
dad Maia (18), Brazil, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4.

Ekaterina Alexandrova (12) Russia, def.
Lulu Sun, New Zealand, 6-4, 6

Yuan Yue, Chma, def D|ana Shnaider
(14), Russia, 6-4, 1-6,

Elena Rybakma (9) Kazakhstan def.Re-
nata Zarazua, Mexico, 4-6, 6-0, 7-5.

Elise Mertens (19), Belglum def Clervie
Ngounoue, United States 3-6, 7-6 (3), 7-5.

Anna Kalinskaya (28), Russia, def. Pey-
ton Stearns, United States, 7-6 (4), 4-6, 6-1.

Aryna Sabalenka (1), Belarus, def. Mar-
keta Vondrousova, Czechia, 7-5, 6-1.

Amanda Anisimova (5), United States,
def. Leolia Jeanjean, France, walkover.

67-68-72—207 -3
70-68-69—207 -3
67-71-69—207 -3
67-68-72—207 -3
66-70-71—207 -3
70-69-68—207 -3
71-67-69—207 -3

Lilisch falls
and breaks
collarbone
after victory

Associated Press

WATKINS GLEN, N.Y. — NAS-
CAR Xfinity Series points leader
Connor Zilisch broke his collarbone
after a hard fall in victory lane at
Watkins Glen International.

After his series-leading sixth vic-
tory, Zilisch was climbing onto the
roof of his No. 88 Chevrolet to cele-
brate. He slipped after apparently
getting his left foot caught in the
driver’s side window netting and
tumbled awkwardly onto the as-
phalt.

The 19-year-old Zilisch was taken
on a backboard to the trackside
medical center and then transport-
ed to a hospital for further evalua-
tion. He posted on X about two hours
later that he had a broken collar-
bone, and that CT scans showed no
head injury.

Trackhouse Racing withdrew the
No. 87 Chevrolet that Zilisch had
been scheduled to drive in the Cup
race Sunday at Watkins Glen. Zi-
lisch’s next Xfinity start is sched-
uled for Aug. 22 at Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway.

Olympian Hong rolls to 2nd
US gymnastics title

NEW ORLEANS — Asher Hong
cruised to his second national title in
men’s gymnasticson Saturday, pull-
ing away from the field for an easy
victory at the U.S. Championships.

The 21-year-old Hong, part of the
five-manteam thatearned b