
Volume 82 Edition 234 ©SS 2024 TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 2024 50¢/Free to Deployed Areas

stripes.com

OSCARS

‘Oppenheimer’ wins
big with best picture
and 6 other awards
Page 14

MILITARY

Fly Girls event hosted
at Yokota hopes to
inspire future aviators
Page 3

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Will Wade makes most
of second chance with
McNeese State renewal
Page 24

DOD report finds no evidence of alien visits, hidden spacecraft ›› Page 5

SLOVIANSK, Ukraine — One Ukrainian

brigade had defended the same block of indus-

trial buildings for months without a break. An-

other had been in Avdiivka for nearly the en-

tire two years of the war, bone-tired but with no

replacements to relieve them.

Ammunition was low, and the Russians con-

ducted dozens of airstrikes every day, using

“glide bombs” to obliterate even fortified posi-

tions.

Russian soldiers came in waves: First lightly

armed grunts, to force the Ukrainian defen-

ders to spend precious bullets, followed by

well-trained soldiers. Sometimes groups of

Russians popped out of tunnels in front of them

and opened fire.

As morale plummeted, a battalion com-

mander — in charge of hundreds of men —

vanished under murky circumstances, accord-

ing to law enforcement documents seen by The

Associated Press. One of the soldiers with him

was found dead. The commander and another

soldier with them have not been seen since.

Within a week, Ukraine had lost Avdiivka,

the city in the Donetsk region that it had been 

VIKTOR BILIAK/AP

A Ukrainian infantryman with the 110th brigade poses for a photo in Avdiivka, Donetsk region, Ukraine. The loss of the city of Avdiivka in
February marked the end of a long, exhausting defense for the Ukrainian military. One brigade had defended the same block of buildings for
months without a break. Another unit had been in the city for nearly two years.

Losing Avdiivka to Russia
Ukraine dealt with exhaustion, dwindling reserves, missing commander
BY ALEX BABENKO, HANNA ARHIROVA,

SUSIE BLANN AND LORI HINNANT

Associated Press 

SEE LOSING ON PAGE 7

The Pentagon on Monday sent

Congress a nearly $850 billion

budget request for fiscal 2025 that

would invest heavily in technolo-

gy aimed at countering Chinese

military advancements and a pay

raise for troops while also shrink-

ing the size of U.S. armed forces.

The $849.8 billion proposal rep-

resents the largest dollar-figure

ever sought by the Pentagon, but

defense officials noted they would

have requested more if not for

spending caps imposed by Con-

gress in 2023. The budget caps —

alongside the failure of Congress

to pass a 2024 Pentagon budget

more than five months into the fis-

cal year — forced the Defense De-

partment to make “difficult, but

responsible, decisions” in many

cases, including to cut some 7,800

service members from the active-

duty force, Defense Secretary

Lloyd Austin wrote in a statement

accompanying the budget rollout.

“This request will bolster our

ability to defend our country …

[and] it will better posture us to

deter aggression against the Unit-

ed States, our allies and partners,

while also preparing us to prevail

in conflict, if necessary,” Austin

wrote, citing the 2023 Fiscal Re-

sponsibility Act’s caps. 

Senior defense officials last

week blasted Congress’ failure to

pass a defense appropriation bill 

Pentagon
eyes almost
$850B in its
2025 budget
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Walking through the frosty,

snow-covered hamlet of Arendelle

from “Frozen,” or the bustling, crit-

ter-filled metropolis of “Zootopia”

might be possible one day for vis-

itors to Disney’s California theme

parks.

That’s only if Disney wins ap-

proval from local officials to ex-

pand its Anaheim resort over the

next four decades.

The proposed expansion

wouldn’t increase Disney’s 490-

acre footprint in Southern Califor-

nia or change what the company al-

ready has permission to build. But it

could help the company develop

new attractions. They could place

rides and entertainment options on

what is currently a sprawling, 50-

acre parking lot — and move park-

ing for Disneyland to a multistory

structure — all while keeping with-

in the boundaries of a resort sur-

rounded by residential neighbor-

hoods.

“We know what kind of stories we

would love to tell,” said Rachel

Alde, Disney’s senior vice presi-

dent of global development and fi-

nance. “We need to get the guid-

ance on what we can build there so

we can understand how.”

The city of Anaheim’s planning

commission was scheduled Mon-

day to review the proposal for Dis-

neyland, dubbed the “happiest

place on Earth.” The project —

which would require Disney to in-

vest at least $1.9 billion in the theme

park, lodging, entertainment and

related uses over the next decade —

still must be approved by the city

council before taking effect.

Disney seeks expansion of Calif. theme park 
Associated Press 
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Military rates

Euro costs (March 12) $1.07
British pound (March 12) $1.25
Japanese yen (March 12) 144.00
South Korean won (March 12) 1292.00

Commercial rates

Bahrain (Dinar) .3768
Britain (Pound) 1.2824
Canada (Dollar) 1.3504
China (Yuan) 7.1816
Denmark (Krone) 6.8274
Egypt (Pound) 40.0184
Euro .9158
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.8199
Hungary (Forint) 362.12
Israel (Shekel) 3.6170
Japan (Yen) 146.98
Kuwait (Dinar) .3071

Norway (Krone) 10.4755

Philippines (Peso) 55.37
Poland (Zloty) 3.92
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7506
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3308
South Korea (Won) 1314.06

Switzerland (Franc) .8786
Thailand (Baht) 35.44
Turkey (NewLira) 32.0128

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country of issuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates are interbank rates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

INTEREST RATES

Prime rate 3.25
Interest Rates Discount rate 0.25
Federal funds market rate 0.09
3-month bill 0.10
30-year bond 1.65

EXCHANGE RATES
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YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —

International Women’s Day at this

airlift hub in western Tokyo

dawned cold and wet but the

weather did not deter the third an-

nual Fly Girls celebration.

More than 100 girls and boys

from Yokota and Yokosuka mid-

dle and high schools attended Fri-

day’s event, organized by Capt.

Casey Guardia, a Huey pilot with

Yokota’s 49th Airlift Squadron.

Also present were airmen from

Misawa Air Base and the Japan

Air Self-Defense Force.

“Women’s numbers have been

rising (in the military) and it’s ex-

citing to show the students that

women are here, that we’re mak-

ing an impact and that we work

really well with our male counter-

parts in aviation,” Guardia told

Stars and Stripes at the event. 

“And for the little girls out

there, you can do whatever you set

your mind to … you can still have

an impact and you can still make a

big difference,” she said.

The students’ day started with a

morning ride on a C-130J Super

Hercules airlifter.

“Today really opened my (eyes)

to a new experience of joining the

Air Force,” say Kaiya Tryka, 17,

an 11th grader at Yokosuka’s Nile

C. Kinnick High School. “This was

just really a fun experience, and I

really enjoyed it.”

Tryka said she plans to join the

Air Force after graduation and

wants to fly the F-15 Eagle.

“Being able to experience get-

ting on the plane and seeing a dif-

ferent perspective, and how pilots

manage and work things on the

plane was really interesting to

me,” she said. 

Guardia invited the Japan Air

Self-Defense Force and Misawa’s

14th Fighter Squadron, and orga-

nized aircraft

static displays

and information

tables in the

459th Airlift

Squadron hang-

ar. There, atten-

dees met the

women who pilot

and maintain the

aircraft.

“I was just looking at the air-

crew equipment, said Senior Air-

man Kyoka Kusuhashi, a C-130H

Hercules maintainer for the Air

Self-Defense Force. “I’ve never

seen that, so that was very cool.

I’ve also never seen the aircraft, as

well, and it is a chance for me to

meet all our American friends

here as well.”

Kusuhashi said only about 10

out of 200 people working at Ko-

maki Air Base are women, a big

difference that she sees between

the American and Japanese

military.

Guardia said her mother, Char-

lene Guardia, served six years in

the Army as an occupational ther-

apist and has been a great role

model as her daughter paves her

own path in the military. 

“I’m really lucky to serve when

I am, when women’s numbers are

rising,” she said. 

“About 25% of the students

were women when I was in pilot

training at the Air Force Acade-

my. 

Guardia said it’s great to an in-

creasing number of women in the

service.

“We’re grateful for all the wom-

en that came before us and kind of

paved the path, and that we just

don’t face the hardships they

faced because they’ve really led

the way,” she said.

Yokota Fly Girls
event hopes to
inspire futures 

BY KELLY AGEE

Stars and Stripes 

PHOTOS BY JUAN KING/Stars and Stripes 

Yokota High School ninth-grader Mallory Cochran gazes out the window of a C-130J Super Hercules
during a Fly Girls excursion over Tokyo, on Friday. 

Lt. Col. Kira Coffey, commander of the 36th Airlift Squadron, answers
students’ questions during a Fly Girls event at Yokota Air Base, Japan. 

Guardia

agee.kelly@stripes.com
@KellyA_Stripes

MILITARY

The Marine Corps is investigat-

ing two lance corporals assigned

to the prestigious Marine Corps

Barracks Washington for their

roles in scrawling antisemitic and

racial slurs on the walls of a dor-

mitory at the University of Mary-

land.

Lance Cpl. Sergio Delgado, 21,

and Lance Cpl. Hayden Pritchard,

22, face charges in Prince

George’s County district court for

the April 2023 incident.

Both Marines appeared in court

Thursday and asked for a speedy

trial. Under Maryland law, they

must now be brought to trial with-

in 180 days of the court appear-

ance.

Pritchard is charged with race/

religion property damage and

trespassing. Delgado is charged

with trespassing.

All the charges are misdemea-

nors. The property damage

charge carries a maximum penal-

ty of three years in jail and a fine of

up to $2,500. Trespassing carries a

maximum penalty of 90 days in

jail and a fine of up to $500 for a

first offense.

The Marine Corps has launched

its own review but will wait for the

civilian court to rule before pro-

ceeding.

“The accused Marines are wait-

ing trial, and upon conclusion, Ma-

rine Barracks Washington will de-

termine which administrative

and/or punitive measures are nec-

essary and appropriate,” Capt.

Kayla Haas, spokeswoman for the

Marine Barracks Washington,

said in a statement Thursday.

Pritchard and Delgado were

charged Feb. 8 after a nearly year-

long investigation into the April

29, 2023, incident at La Plata Hall

at the University of Maryland in

College Park, Md. Investigators

used security video of the hall to

trace the source of the graffiti. 

The university police contacted

the Marines in January 2024 to as-

sist with identifying the perpetra-

tors of the crime. 

The Marine Barracks has been

the symbolic home of the Marine

Corps since 1801. It is home to its

elite ceremonial units and the res-

idence of the Marine comman-

dant. 

Marines investigate corporals charged
for antisemitic and racial slur graffiti

BY GARY WARNER

Stars and Stripes 

warner.gary@stripes.com

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger-

many — An airman who was

found unresponsive in the base

pool last month is recovering at

Walter Reed National Military

Medical Center, Ramstein offi-

cials said Monday.

The airman, who has not been

identified, was transferred to the

hospital in Bethesda, Md., on

Thursday. The service member is

in stable condition and has shown

positive signs of recovery, base of-

ficials said in a statement. The air-

man will do physical therapy

while at the hospital, officials said.

The 86th Airlift Wing Safety Of-

fice is investigating the Feb. 21 in-

cident, the base statement said.

Safety investigations are required

to be completed within 30 days.

The airman was “performing

underwater training exercises in

the lap pool area” when they lost

consciousness, Lt. Col. Megan

Mooney, the commander of the

86th Force Support Squadron,

said in a statement last month.

Lifeguards resuscitated the air-

man, who was initially in critical

but stable condition and hospital-

ized at Saarland University Med-

ical Center in Homburg.

The Ramstein Aquatic Center

has a 25-meter fitness pool with

lap lanes and a deep area with a

diving board. It also has a separate

pool area for children with a depth

of up to 3 feet and a water slide.

Airman who nearly drowned
recovering at Walter Reed 

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN

Stars and Stripes 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
@stripesktown
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YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —

The U.S. and Japanese govern-

ments are working on a timeline

for resuming tiltrotor flights over

Japan, according to officials from

both countries.

On Friday, the Air Force, Navy

and Marine Corps lifted a flight

ban imposed on V-22 Ospreys af-

ter an Air Force tiltrotor crashed

off Japan on Nov. 29, killing eight

Yokota-based members of Special

Operations Command. 

A timeline for resuming flights

in Japan for U.S. and Japanese

tiltrotors “continues to be closely

coordinated between the Govern-

ment of Japan and the Govern-

ment of the United States,” U.S.

Forces Japan said in a statement

Friday. 

On Dec. 6, the U.S. military

grounded about 400 Ospreys after

Japan grounded its fleet of 14 dur-

ing an investigation into the Nov.

29 incident and an August crash in

Australia that killed three Ma-

rines.

The Air Force cited equipment

failure for the most recent crash

but was not specific.

“Return to flight timelines after

the issuance of flight clearance for

the V-22 are based on operational

requirements unique to each ser-

vice and mission profile,” USFJ

said in its statement. “V-22 air-

craft will only operate after all

maintenance, safety and proce-

dural changes have been imple-

mented.”

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin

met with top service leaders

March 1 and endorsed their plans

for a safe and measured return to

operation, according to The Asso-

ciated Press.

Naval Air Systems Command

lifted the flight ban Friday, but

Austin had asked for a briefing be-

cause of the significant safety con-

cerns and the fact that three of the

services and a critical ally are in-

volved.

Japan’s Defense Ministry, in a

statement Friday, echoed the

USFJ announcement.

“The confirmation work be-

tween Japan and the United States

has recognized that materiel fail-

ure that caused the accident has

been identified and we believe

that flight operations can be re-

sumed safely by taking various

safety measures for the concerned

failure,” the statement said.

U.S. officials have provided

their Japanese counterparts with

a detailed explanation of the No-

vember accident, Japanese De-

fense Minister Minoru Kihara told

reporters Saturday. 

The allies will coordinate close-

ly to come up with a timeline for

resuming flights in Japan, he said,

according to a transcript of his

news conference posted on the

ministry’s website.

“We have received an unprece-

dented level of detailed informa-

tion from the U.S. side regarding

the circumstances and cause of

the accident, as well as safety

measures,” Kihara said. “We eval-

uate this as reasonable from the

professional standpoint of the

Ministry of Defense and the Self-

Defense Forces, as well as the

standpoint from the operator.”

However, he declined to discuss

the details until the U.S. releases

an accident report.

The ministry will explain the

circumstances and cause of the

accident to anxious Japanese resi-

dents before flights resume, he

said.

US, Japan talks
of Osprey return
after ban lifted

BY SETH ROBSON

AND HANA KUSUMOTO

Stars and Stripes 

STARS AND STRIPES 

An Air Force CV-22B Osprey arrives at Yokota Air Base, Japan, in
2018. 

robson.seth@stripes.com
@SethRobson1
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com
@HanaKusumoto

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea

— A Canadian man who walked

nearly 200 miles at home and in

South Korea last year to commem-

orate a battle his countrymen

fought in the Korean War has cre-

ated a more lasting remembrance.

Guy Black walked 186 miles in

April, starting in British Colum-

bia, Canada, then completing the

trek in South Korea to the battle-

field at Kapyong, east of Seoul. His

journey coincided with the 72nd

anniversary of the fight, in which a

brigade of Canadian and Austra-

lian troops held off three larger

Chinese regiments.

Now Black is planning to erect

two plaques at the sites of Kapyong

and another battle fought a month

later by the 2nd Battalion, Royal

Canadian Regiment at Chail-li, a

village near Pocheon city.

During his trek to Hill 677 at Ka-

pyong, Black noticed memorials

everywhere commemorating the

battle but no honor roll with the

names of those who died at Chail-

li, he told Stars and Stripes.

“The idea for my next project

began to grow,” he said. “I real-

ized I had found something impor-

tant I wanted to bring to life.”

The Canadian army regards

Kapyong as its “greatest victory”

of the war, but Chail-li was a de-

feat, according to a July 2021 arti-

cle on the Canadian government

website.

The 2nd Battalion launched its

attack on May 30, 1951, to capture

Chail-li Village, Hills 162 and 269

and the larger Hill 467.

They encountered stiff resis-

tance from the Chinese; dark skies

and heavy rain precluded air or

artillery support. The Canadians

fell back from Hill 467.

“Withdrawal, usually a difficult

feat, was successful; Canada’s six

casualties and fifty-four wounded

soldiers were recovered and res-

cued from the scene, leaving no

soldier behind,” said the account

on Canada’s website.

Once Black arrived home in

June, he started working on two

plaques — one of Pocheon and an-

other for Kapyong — listing the

names of each Canadian soldier

killed in those battles.

“The most time-consuming part

is writing the text for each plaque

and making sure there are no er-

rors. It is especially complicated

because the text is written in Eng-

lish and Korean,” he said.

For help with translations,

Black contacted Sgt. Jonghyeon

Jeon of the South Korean army,

and David Suh, the international

relations officer in Gapyeong

county.

A friend, Elizabeth MacHardy,

and her family also inspired the

project, Black said.

MacHardy’s brother, Pvt. Wil-

liam Leslie Strachan, was one of

the six who died on Hill 467 in the

battle for Chail-li village.

“The death of their beloved

brother has haunted them ever

since he was killed,” Black said. “I

have tried to do as much as I can to

help them heal and receive recog-

nition for how much they lost and

have suffered due to the Korean

War.”

The Pocheon plaque is with the

South Korean Customs Service

and will be sent to Jeon to install at

the Pocheon battle site. The Ka-

pyong plaque will be sent around

April, Black said.

“I believe in service above one-

self, and I feel privileged I am ac-

tually able to contribute to some-

thing so important,” he said.

PHOTOS BY GUY BLACK

Elizabeth MacHardy and Gordon Strachan hold a plaque commemorating Canadians killed in the Korean
War. Their brother, Pvt. William Leslie Strachan, was one of the six who died on Hill 467 in the battle for
Chail-li Village. 

Battlefield plaques will remember
Canadians’ Korean War sacrifices

BY CHRISTOPHER GREEN

Stars and Stripes 

green.christopher@stripes.com
@ChrisJGreen8

A plaque honors six Canadians killed in a Korean War battle to capture
Chail-li Village on May 30, 1951. 

MILITARY
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MILITARY

A lengthy Defense Department

review of U.S. government activ-

ities related to “unidentified

anomalous phenomena,” more

commonly known as UFOs, has

found no evidence that extrater-

restrial intelligence has visited

Earth or that authorities have re-

covered crashed alien spacecraft

and are hiding them from the pub-

lic.

The review, publicly released

on Friday, covered all official U.S.

investigatory efforts from 1945 to

the present and examined classi-

fied and unclassified government

archives.

It was unequivocal in its conclu-

sions, finding “no evidence that

any [U.S. government] investiga-

tion, academic-sponsored re-

search, or official review panel

has confirmed that any sighting of

a UAP represented extraterres-

trial technology.” Reports of fly-

ing objects or suspected alien

craft usually turned out to have

quotidian explanations: They

were “ordinary objects and phe-

nomena and the result of misiden-

tification,” sometimes by well-

meaning witnesses who thought

they had spotted something other-

worldly.

The report is likely to be scruti-

nized and rejected by indepen-

dent investigators, former U.S.

personnel and conspiracy theo-

rists who appear convinced the

government is hiding evidence of

alien life and has constructed an

elaborate set of classified pro-

grams devoted to reverse-engi-

neering their technology. Last

summer, a former intelligence of-

ficer who had served on a Penta-

gon UAP task force sparked head-

lines and speculation when he told

Congress that the government has

a secret repository of downed

alien spacecraft and corpses.

The new report, compiled by

the Defense Department’s All-do-

main Anomaly Resolution Office

(AARO), directly addressed those

allegations.

“AARO determined, based on

all information provided to date,

that claims involving specific peo-

ple, known locations, technologi-

cal tests, and documents allegedly

involved in or related to the re-

verse-engineering of extraterres-

trial technology, are inaccurate,”

the office stated in a 60-plus page

unclassified document.

Full access
Even before the report was pub-

lished, critics of the office had

questioned whether investigators

would be hamstrung by a lack of

access to highly classified materi-

al. But the office devised a “secure

process,” according to the report,

working with government agen-

cies to review so-called special-

access programs that intervie-

wees had identified, either by

their supposed code names or de-

scription.

The office’s investigators were

“granted full access to all perti-

nent sensitive [U.S. government]

programs,” and when companies

and contractors were identified,

the office interviewed senior-level

executives, scientists and engi-

neers in those organizations, the

report stated. Investigators had

access to a wide range of govern-

ment departments and agencies,

including the Defense Depart-

ment and the military services,

the intelligence community — in-

cluding records held by the CIA —

the Energy Department, the

Homeland Security Department

and the National Archives.

The investigators seemed to an-

ticipate that their work would face

a skeptical audience. They argued

that the public’s imagination and

misunderstanding about alien vis-

itations has been fueled by an in-

dustry of TV shows, books, movies

and social media that repeat the

same extravagant claims about

spaceships in hangars and alien

bodies in basements.

“A consistent theme in popular

culture involves a particularly

persistent narrative that the [U.S.

government] — or a secretive or-

ganization within it — recovered

several off-world spacecraft and

extraterrestrial biological re-

mains … and that it has conspired

since the 1940s to keep this effort

hidden from the United States

Congress and the American pub-

lic,” the report stated.

Government personnel are

some of the most ardent believers

in that idea. The investigators in-

terviewed about 30 people, includ-

ing some who had worked on offi-

cial UAP research programs,

“who claimed to have insight into

alleged [U.S. government] invol-

vement in off-world technology

exploitation,” the report said. In

some cases, they had stumbled

upon actual, highly classified pro-

grams that had nothing to do with

aliens.

“Many have sincerely misinter-

preted real events or mistaken

sensitive U.S. programs for which

they were not cleared as having

been related to UAP or extrater-

restrial exploitation,” Tim Phil-

lips, the AARO acting director,

told reporters.

Their conclusions were based

on a sort of classified game of tele-

phone, in which whispers of secret

programs, often based on hearsay,

circulated for years in the military

and intelligence community.

“We saw a small group of people

who knew each other, who all cit-

ed their observations as the pur-

pose for their beliefs or for their

observations,” Phillips said.

Some of those people had

worked on UAP research under a

Pentagon program in the early

2000s that aimed to study next-

generation aerospace technolo-

gies. It had a powerful backer in

then-Sen. Harry M. Reid, D-Nev.,

who had an abiding interest in uni-

dentified flying objects and hailed

from the home state of Area 51, the

secretive Air Force testing

grounds that hold a central place

in UFO lore. 

According to the report, UAP

research was not part of the pro-

gram’s mission, but it ventured in-

to that territory, examining re-

ports of paranormal activity,

“creatures” and “international-di-

mensional phenomena.”

In 2017, the work of that outfit

became public, along with videos

taken from military aircraft that

seemed to show UFOs flying at ex-

traordinary speed, to the astonish-

ment of military pilots. That expo-

sure ushered in a new era of open-

ness in the military and intelli-

gence community, which began to

examine UAPs — which some

thought might be drones or hyper-

sonic weapons — as a potential

threat to national security and

commercial aviation. Military

personnel have since been en-

couraged to report sightings;

some have later been attributed to

foreign aircraft, surveillance bal-

loons, atmospheric anomalies or

simply debris floating in the air.

Confused suspicions
Confusion appeared to per-

meate the statements from wit-

nesses who spoke to the AARO in-

vestigators. Some of the pro-

grams’ code names that intervie-

wees provided turned out not to

exist or could be traced back to de-

funct entities, the report found.

One person mistakenly identified

a private UAP research program

as being run by the U.S. govern-

ment.

Another program brought to

AARO’s attention, Kona Blue, was

alleged to be a Homeland Security

Department effort “to cover up

the retrieval and exploitation of

‘nonhuman biologics,’” the report

found. In other words, alien bod-

ies.

The origins of those suspicions,

investigators found, traced back

to some of those earlier Pentagon

researchers, backed by Reid, who

had strayed into studying UAPs.

When the Defense Intelligence

Agency canceled that effort in

2012 “due to lack of merit,” its sup-

porters proposed that Homeland

Security fund a new version to in-

vestigate paranormal research,

including “human consciousness

anomalies,” the report found. The

program, which they proposed

calling Kona Blue, also would re-

verse-engineer “off-world space-

craft that they hoped to acquire.”

The Kona Blue backers assumed

that biological evidence of aliens

was already in the government’s

possession, the report found.

Homeland Security leaders ulti-

mately rejected the proposal.

The AARO investigators inves-

tigated a number of specific

claims, including that the CIA had

been working with a company to

examine alien spacecraft; that a

former senior U.S. military officer

had “touched the surface” of a

spacecraft and had seen one

“floating in a building,” presum-

ably a military or contractor facil-

ity; and that alien technology re-

mains in the possession of compa-

nies, not the government, as part

of an effort to keep it away from

congressional overseers.

Other interviewees provided

accounts of their own UAP sight-

ings, as well as claims that they

had seen military personnel load-

ing containers of spacecraft onto

planes or overheard scientists dis-

cussing the presence of alien be-

ings during the testing of special-

ized materials. Others claimed

that people who knew about the

classified activities had signed

nondisclosure agreements with a

provision that any breach of secre-

cy was “punishable by death.”

The AARO investigators found

no evidence to substantiate these

accounts and were able to dispute

or debunk some of them.

The former military officer who

was said to have touched a space-

craft denied this claim when in-

vestigators asked him about it,

couldn’t remember the conversa-

tion in question and speculated

that the issue might stem from a

misunderstanding: He had, in

fact, once touched an F-117 Night-

hawk stealth fighter, “an aircraft

so secret Nevada folklore labeled

it a UFO,” according to an Air

Force publication from 2018.

The person who claimed that

aliens were present during a ma-

terials test had likely misunder-

stood the conversation, which

probably referred to “a test and

evaluation unit that had a nick-

name with ‘alien’ connotations at

the specific installation men-

tioned,” the report said.

In another instance, an intervie-

wee who claimed to have a seen an

object “exhibiting strange charac-

teristics” was probably correct.

Based on the specific information

provided, the person had likely

witnessed the test of a new mili-

tary “platform” that was “not re-

lated in any way to the exploitation

of off-world technology,” the re-

port found.

The AARO investigators even

managed to get their hands on

what private investigators alleged

was a sample from an alien craft.

On further inspection, it turned

out to be a “manufactured, terres-

trial alloy and does not represent

off-world technology or possess

any exceptional qualities,” the re-

port found. The sample’s contents

were magnesium, zinc and bis-

muth, with other trace elements

such as lead.

People alleged to have partici-

pated in efforts to conceal alien

technology, including executives

at companies said to be participa-

ting in the classified work, denied

this when questioned by investi-

gators, attesting to the truthful-

ness of their statements for the

record.

The Washington Post has previ-

ously interviewed six individuals

who claimed to have information

about U.S. government and pri-

vate-sector crash retrieval and re-

verse-engineering activities.

While the AARO report does not

identify the people its investiga-

tors interviewed, several of their

accounts match the detailed

claims of those who spoke to The

Post.

Pentagon finds no evidence of alien visits

YOUTUBE

An unidentified object appears in a recording played during a panel
discussion NASA officials had on unidentified anomalous phenomena
in May 2023.

Report says claims about secret government extraterrestrial programs are based on hearsay
BY SHANE HARRIS

AND DAN LAMOTHE

The Washington Post 



PAGE 6 • S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S • Tuesday, March 12, 2024

PACIFIC

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South

Korea — An Army officer who lifts

weights competitively will be fea-

tured in Netflix’s upcoming sea-

son of “Physical: 100,” a South Ko-

rean reality show in which 100

contestants compete in theatrical

strength-based challenges.

Maj. Gibson Kim, of the 411th

Contracting Support Brigade at

Camp Humphreys, described

himself as a “normal guy doing

normal stuff with my day job and

family,” during a March 4 inter-

view with Stars and Stripes.

Before his workday starts, how-

ever, this father of a 5-year-old son

and 2-year-old daughter rises

early for a round of weightlifting

at his home gym. He started as a

powerlifter at Rutgers University,

where he earned a degree in eco-

nomics in 2007. Soon after, he

worked for Chase Bank as a man-

ager trainee. He left that job to be-

come a fitness trainer.

“I could not see myself doing

that for the rest of my life,” he said.

“So, I said, ‘I’m going to figure

something else out.’ ”

That led Kim to Officer Candi-

date School in 2011 and an Army

commission the following year.

His passion for powerlifting and

the Army’s focus on physical re-

quirements drew him to the ser-

vice.

“With powerlifting, it’s a num-

bers game,” he said. “No matter

how you feel, the numbers don’t

lie — the fact that it’s very clear

whether you’re making progress

or not; to me that’s very reward-

ing.”

Kim said Netflix approached

him last year to be a contestant on

“Physical: 100, Season 2 — Under-

ground,” which airs March 19.

“I watched the first season, got

me hooked, and then I was think-

ing if I got an opportunity to com-

pete, that would be so incredible,”

he said. “It was a no-brainer for

me.”

The first season debuted in Jan-

uary 2023. One hundred contes-

tants compete in strength-based

challenges to win roughly

$225,000. The challenges include

rolling 220-pound boulders up a

makeshift hill, pushing a wooden

boat and tugs of war on a platform.

In a Netflix promotional video

revealing the newest contestants,

Gibson is seen with Ultimate

Fighting Championship welter-

weight Kim Dong Hyun, South

Korean rugby coach Andre Jin

Coquillard and National Sport

Climber Kang Min-su. 

Kim said he was surprised by

the athleticism of the diverse

group of contestants while filming

last summer.

“I’m not a small guy by any

means, but when I first walked in

and saw the other contestants, it

was kind of intimidating,” he said.

“The first season was such a suc-

cess that I knew they were going to

[increase] the scale in many

ways.”

Kim said he trained for about

four months for the show, focusing

on his weaknesses.

Powerlifters are generally “fo-

cused on one repetition at maxi-

mum strength, unlike someone

who does long-distancing train-

ing,” Kim said. “So, generally

speaking for powerlifters, we

don’t have great stamina.”

Kim said he purchased four

sandbags to carry and throw,

which “completely changed my

training to resemble athletic and

conditioning-based” athletes. He

said he lost about 20 pounds and

shed 5% of his body fat following

the new regimen.

Christopher Szefler, Kim’s for-

mer workout partner and a per-

sonal trainer in New York City, de-

scribed him as “extremely dedica-

ted to health and wellness.”

“When it came to education, he

would try to look up everything

that he could in every aspect of fit-

ness,” Szefler said by phone on

Friday.

“Powerlifting’s commitment

can be relatively easy in terms of

work that you need to put in to see

a good result,” he said. “For some-

one that has to do a lot of work and

then come home and have a family

life, it can be a nice way to stay fo-

cused.”

Kim said the most difficult as-

pect of the show is how contes-

tants “only get one chance” to suc-

ceed.

“Every single time, you’re see-

ing a completely new thing that

you haven’t dealt with,” he said.

“Being able to understand the sit-

uation, analyze it and try to come

up with a plan, I think that was the

tough part.”

Army powerlifter primed for Netflix competition

Netflix 

Kim is on the upcoming season
of the reality series, in which 100
contestants compete in strength
challenges. LUIS GARCIA/Stars and Stripes 

U.S. Army Maj. Gibson Kim, a contestant on the upcoming season of
“Physical: 100,” poses at Camp Humphreys, South Korea, on March 4. 

choi.david@stripes.com 
@choibboy

Officer stationed in
S. Korea will appear
on ‘Physical: 100’

BY DAVID CHOI

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South

Korea — An unexploded 1,000-

pound bomb leftover from the Ko-

rean War was partially disman-

tled and removed from a construc-

tion site last week south of Seoul, a

South Korean air force spokes-

man said.

The AN-M65 general-purpose

bomb from the 1950-53 conflict

was discovered Thursday by

workers at a construction site in

Cheongju city, roughly 60 miles

south of the capital, a South Ko-

rean air force spokesman said by

phone Monday.

The spokesman declined to say

precisely where the bomb was dis-

covered. South Korean officials

regularly speak to the media on a

customary condition of anonymi-

ty.

Air Force explosive ordnance

disposal specialists removed the

bomb’s detonator about two hours

after it was discovered, the

spokesman said. The bomb was

removed for further investigation,

he said.

“Our [explosive ordnance dis-

posal] members are experts and

have always been making their ef-

forts for national security and the

people,” the spokesman said.

M65 bombs were dropped from

P-47 Thunderbolt and B-26 Invad-

er aircraft on “reinforced targets

like dams and concrete or steel

railroad bridges,” according to the

National Museum of the U.S. Air

Force’s website.

Unexploded ordnance dating to

the Korean War are routinely dis-

covered throughout South Korea. 

In June, unexploded ordnance

was safely recovered by the South

Korean military at a construction

site in Seoul, a little over a mile

from the U.S. Army’s Yongsan

Garrison. 

U.S. aircraft dropped around

635,000 tons of bombs throughout

the Korean Peninsula during the

war, former University of Chicago

professor Bruce Cumings wrote in

his book, “The Korean War: A His-

tory.”

At least 5 million artillery

rounds were fired by allied and

communist troops in the final two

months of the conflict and up to 2

million unexploded ordnance and

land mines are estimated to re-

main on the border between North

and South Korea, according to

United Nations Command’s web-

site.

1,000-pound bomb from
Korean War discovered 

South Korean air force 

This AN-M65 general-purpose
bomb was discovered Thursday
at a construction site south of
Seoul, South Korea. 

BY DAVID CHOI

AND YOO KYONG CHANG

Stars and Stripes 

choi.david@stripes.com
@choibboy 
chang.kyong@stripes.com

MARINE CORPS AIR STA-

TION IWAKUNI, Japan — A Ja-

panese court fined a 19-year-old

Marine the equivalent of about

$680 for trespassing and assault-

ing an older man in November near

an air base south of Hiroshima.

Japanese authorities did not

identify the Marine, who under

age 20 is considered a juvenile in

the Japanese judicial system. Ma-

rine spokesmen declined to identi-

fy the service member on Mon-

day, saying they were not yet ap-

prised that his case had closed.

The Marine was referred first to

family court, then back to the Ya-

maguchi Public Prosecutors Of-

fice last month for criminal pro-

ceedings, a spokesman for that of-

fice said by phone Friday. 

A court in Iwakuni city ren-

dered a summary judgment

Thursday and ordered the Marine

to pay 100,000 yen, the spokesman

said.

The victim, 67, scuffled with a

U.S. service member Nov. 18 fol-

lowing a break-in at a store in Iwa-

kuni, according to a Yamaguchi

Broadcasting report. 

He “sustained serious injuries,

such as bruises to his body and a

cut on his head,” the report said.

The service member was taken

away by other Americans.

“We respect the decision of the

court, and we take this matter very

seriously,” base spokesman 1st Lt.

Aaron Ellis told Stars and Stripes

by email on Monday.

“The actions for which the ser-

vice member was convicted are

contrary to our values, and we ex-

pect our service members to be

upstanding members of the com-

munity,” he said.

Court fines teenage Marine
$680 for assaulting older
Japanese man, trespassing

BY JONATHAN SNYDER

AND HANA KUSUMOTO

Stars and Stripes 

snyder.jonathan@stripes.com
@Jon_E_Snyder 
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
@HanaKusumoto
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defending since long before Rus-

sia’s full-scale invasion. Nearly

surrounded and vastly outnum-

bered, the Ukrainians made the

decision to withdraw and avoid

the same kind of deadly siege sol-

diers experienced in the port city

of Mariupol’s Azovstal steel mill,

where thousands were taken cap-

tive or killed.

The Associated Press inter-

viewed 10 Ukrainian soldiers to

reconstruct how dwindling am-

munition, overwhelming Russian

numbers and military misman-

agement led to the worst Ukrai-

nian defeat in a year. The same

problems pose risks for Ukraine’s

near future.

“We weren’t so much physically

exhausted as psychologically, be-

ing chained to that place,” said

Viktor Biliak, an infantryman with

the 110th Brigade who had been in

the area since March 2022.

His unit was on the southern

outskirts of Avdiivka, in a position

called Zenith. Normally the men

would dig fortifications, but Biliak

said there were constant Russian

attacks, and no energy or equip-

ment beyond hand shovels.

A soldier named Oleh arrived in

mid-October with the 47th Bri-

gade. Ill-trained Russian infantry,

wearing new uniforms and

marching in rows, made easy tar-

gets, he said. The Ukrainian

equipment worked and ammuni-

tion supplies were enough to re-

turn fire.

But by the end of November,

during a major Russian assault,

the Ukrainians realized some-

thing had changed: The skies

filled with glide bombs, unguided

Soviet-era weapons retrofitted

with a navigational targeting sys-

tem, as well as motion-sensing ex-

plosive drones that could enter

buildings and hunt down person-

nel. 

With ammunition stocks run-

ning low, the Ukrainians fought

back with whatever caliber of am-

munition was left in the ware-

houses. For every shell they fired,

the Russians fired eight or nine,

the men said.

“The longer it went, the more

we got this stew of shells for all

kinds of weapons,” Oleh said.

Among the Ukrainian soldiers,

the idea of defeat took seed. 

Hundreds of Ukrainian forces

withdrew to Avdiivka’s coke plant

after repeated Russian onslaughts

last fall. The Soviet-era factory, a

warren of alleys, railways and tun-

nels, was a near-perfect defensive

position. 

But as the new year began, even

the coke plant felt vulnerable. 

Ukrainian brigades try to rotate

men out of direct front-line posi-

tions after a matter of days or a

week at most. And brigades with

long-term engagements are sup-

posed to be pulled back and rein-

forced to allow them to replace

people lost to death or injury, rest

their nerves and resupply.

That didn’t happen in Avdiivka.

As officials in Kyiv argued over

the delicate question of expanding

the draft, many of the soldiers in

the east felt abandoned by West-

ern allies who no longer sent

weapons, by their high command,

and by fellow Ukrainians.

In addition to endless frontal as-

saults, Russian soldiers started

popping up, opening fire on the

Ukrainians before disappearing.

“They just kept throwing them-

selves at the coke plant, leaving

piles of their corpses there. Moun-

tains of bodies and heaps of

smashed equipment,” said Mak-

sym, a soldier in the Presidential

Brigade.

But the Russians had a seem-

ingly limitless supply of men and

ammunition. The Ukrainian men

saw their options narrowing.

With the constant pressure and

the lack of foreign help, there was

talk of retreat, Oleh said. “Their

constant assaults exhausted us.”

The 3rd Assault Brigade ar-

rived early in the second week of

February, with orders to head to

the coke plant. By the time the sea-

soned Ukrainian fighters got

there, Russian troops had nearly

closed a wide pincer around it.

On Feb. 8, Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy fired Uk-

raine’s military chief, Gen. Valerii

Zaluzhnyi. It was the biggest

shake-up of the military since the

start of the war.

The next day just outside Avdi-

ivka, officers fighting to save the

town gathered in a command post

a few miles from the coke plant.

There was a heated discussion and

the commander and two soldiers

got into a car. What happened next

is unclear, at a time when emo-

tions were running high and Rus-

sian saboteurs were appearing be-

hind the Ukrainian lines.

Authorities don’t believe the

missing officer had classified in-

formation or military hardware on

him when he disappeared with the

two others. One of the soldiers was

found dead nearby of gunshot

wounds. The commander and the

other man vanished. 

The AP is not naming the men to

avoid endangering anyone who

might be prisoner.

On Feb. 15, Biliak received the

order for a nighttime retreat for

the 110th Brigade from his point

on the southern flank of Avdiivka.

He had been at the same intersec-

tion for just under two years.

“It would have been joyful if it

had happened earlier. We were al-

ways ready to drop everything

and flee from there because we

had known for a long time that the

end was coming,” Biliak said. “But

then we already knew it was too

late, and it was out of despera-

tion.”

The 3rd Assault Brigade re-

ceived the command to retreat

from the coke plant the next day.

On Feb. 17, Russia claimed con-

trol of Avdiivka and its coke plant.

Ukraine’s new military chief,

Col. Gen Oleksandr Syrskyi, re-

leased a statement Feb. 29 empha-

sizing the importance of experi-

enced and decisive commanders

and noting that an inspection of

Donetsk had revealed “certain

miscalculations in mastering the

situation and assessing the ene-

my.”

Losing: Russia had a seemingly limitless supply of men, ammo

EFREM LUKATSKY/AP

Commander of Ukraine's 3rd Assault Brigade Andriy Biletsky, left, shakes hands with newly recruited
soldiers at a military base in September. The brigade arrived in Avdiivka last month with orders to head to
its coke plant. By the time the fighters got there, Russian troops had nearly closed a wide pincer around it.

ALEX BABENKO/AP

The serviceman of 47th brigade
known by call sign “Azimuth,”
33, speaks during an interview
with a reporter in Ukraine’s
Donetsk region last month.
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KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-

ny — German railway operator

Deutsche Bahn was taking court

action in an attempt to prevent its

train drivers from going on strike

Tuesday, which would halt rail-

way traffic in much of country for

the second time in a week.

Deutsche Bahn filed for an in-

junction at the Frankfurt Labor

Court on Monday, the company

criticizing the union’s abrupt tim-

ing and arguing that the strike, af-

fecting both freight and passenger

services, is “groundless” and “dis-

proportionate.” 

The train drivers’ union GDL

was to strike for 24 hours starting

at 2 a.m. Tuesday, the union said

this weekend, after concluding a

35-hour strike Friday. 

In the case of a strike, Deutsche

Bahn said it would maintain basic

service across its long-distance,

regional and S-Bahn trains. The

company on its website advised

passengers to book seats in ad-

vance due to expected limitations. 

Tickets affected by the strike

will remain valid and passengers

will have the option to travel at

other times without being bound

to specific trains, Deutsche Bahn

said. Additionally, seat reserva-

tions can be canceled for free and

full refunds are available for can-

celed trains.

Union leaders announced the

strike less than 48 hours in ad-

vance in order to prevent

Deutsche Bahn from creating an

emergency timetable. Fewer

trains may roll Tuesday as a re-

sult, according to German auto-

mobile club ADAC.

Tuesday’s standoff between

Deutsche Bahn and GDL would

mark the sixth work stoppage over

wages and benefits, with each side

blaming the other for the failure to

reach an agreement that could av-

ert further disruptions in Germa-

ny’s rail services.

“(Deutsche Bahn) shows once

again that it has no interest in im-

proving the working, income and

living conditions of its employees,

but simply wants to ‘win,’ ” GDL

chief Claus Weselsky said in a Fri-

day statement. “This is not what a

collective bargaining and social

partnership on equal footing looks

like.”

Mediation talks last month

aimed to address the union’s de-

mands for reduced working

hours, salary increases and im-

provements in working condi-

tions. Key to the deadlock is

GDL’s demand for a 35-hour

workweek with full wage compen-

sation. A mediator’s suggestion to

gradually reduce working hours

to 36 per week by 2028 was reject-

ed by GDL.

Deutsche Bahn seeks to derail new train drivers’ strike
BY ALEXANDER RIEDEL

Stars and Stripes 

riedel.alexander@stripes.com 
@lexRiedel
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WASHINGTON — President

Joe Biden on Monday released a

budget proposal aimed at getting

voters’ attention: It would offer

tax breaks for families, lower

health care costs, smaller deficits

and higher taxes on the wealthy

and corporations.

Unlikely to pass the House and

the Senate to become law, the

proposal for fiscal 2025 is an

election year blueprint about

what the future could hold if Bi-

den and enough of his fellow

Democrats win in November.

The president and his aides pre-

viewed parts of his budget going

into last week’s State of the

Union address, and they provid-

ed the fine print on Monday.

If the Biden budget became

law, deficits could be pruned $3

trillion over a decade. It would

raise tax revenues by a total of

$4.9 trillion over that period and

use roughly $1.9 trillion to fund

various programs, with the rest

going to deficit reduction.

Biden aides said their budget

was realistic and detailed while

rival measures from Republicans

were not financially viable.

“Congressional Republicans

don’t tell you what they cut, who

they harm,” White House budget

director Shalanda Young said.

“The president is transparent,

details every way he shows he

values the America people.”

Parents could get an increased

child tax credit in 2025, as pay-

ments would return briefly to the

2021 level funded by Biden’s cor-

onavirus pandemic relief pack-

age. Homebuyers could get a tax

credit worth up to $10,000 and

$10 billion in down payment aid

for first-generation buyers. Cor-

porate taxes would jump up-

ward, while billionaires would be

charged a minimum tax of 25%.

Biden said in his State of the

Union that Medicare should have

the ability to negotiate prices on

500 prescription drugs, which

could save $200 billion over 10

years. Aides said his budget does

not specify how many drug pric-

es would be subject to negotia-

tions.

The president was traveling

Monday to Manchester, N.H.,

where he planned to call on Con-

gress to apply his $2,000 cap on

drug costs and $35 insulin to ev-

eryone, not just people who have

Medicare. He’ll also seek to

make permanent some protec-

tions in the Affordable Care Act

that are set to expire next year.

The proposal would provide

about $900 billion for defense in

fiscal 2025, about $16 billion

more than the baseline.

Biden’s budget
offers tax breaks,
lower health costs

MANUEL BALCE CENETA/AP 

President Joe Biden puts on a button that was thrown to him from the crowd that says "Regulate Guns NOT
Women" as he speaks at a campaign rally Saturday at Pullman Yards in Atlanta. 

BY JOSH BOAK

AND COLLEEN LONG

Associated Press

for fiscal 2024, which began Oct. 1.

The department has operated

since then on a series of limited,

stopgap spending authorities that

largely prohibit the Pentagon

from starting new programs — in-

cluding weapons development or

new construction projects — and

lock them into fiscal 2023 spend-

ing levels. The lack of a budget al-

so made building the 2025 budget

request unusually difficult, ac-

cording to a senior defense offi-

cial, who spoke on condition of

anonymity to discuss the proposal

ahead of its formal release.

The Pentagon has operated un-

der the stopgap budget deals —

known as continuing resolutions

— for a cumulative five years dur-

ing the past 15 years, the official

said.

“We are standing still instead of

moving forward — a pretty un-

healthy situation with respect to

the federal budget process as a

whole,” the official said. “I know

the committees that write the bills

are not the drivers of this. They

probably could have written this

bill in December, possibly could

have written it in November. But,

you know, we are where we are.”

Service members also would

see a 4.5% pay boost under the

spending plan, and Defense De-

partment civilian employees

would see a 2% pay raise.

The plan calls for some $17.5

billion for military construction,

including $2 billion for family

housing and $2.3 billion for bar-

racks, medical clinics, child devel-

opment centers and on-post

schools.

The budget would cut the Pen-

tagon’s authorized active-duty

force from 1,305,400 to 1,267,700

troops — as most of the services

struggle with recruiting — and

work toward using more un-

manned systems in combat oper-

ations.

The bulk of the cuts to troops

would come from the Navy, ac-

cording to budget documents. The

sea service would see some 5,000

sailors cut from the active-duty

force, leaving it with about

332,300 sailors. The other cuts

would come from the Army,

which would lose about 2,700 ac-

tive-duty soldiers leaving it with

442,300 troops.

The Marines would remain the

same size with about 172,300 ac-

tive-duty troops. The Air Force

would remain the same size at

about 320,000 active-duty airmen.

The Space Force would grow by

about 300 guardians to a 9,800-

troop force.

In all, the Army would get some

$185.8 billion in fiscal 2025. The

Navy would get $209 billion, and

the Marine Corps would receive

about $48.6 billion. The Air Force

would get some $188 billion, and

the Space Force would receive

about $29.4 billion.

Among the areas that the Penta-

gon downsized in its 2025 request

were for researching and testing

emerging technologies and for

buying the latest ready-to-deploy

weapons compared to its request

one year ago.

The Defense Department is re-

questing about $167.5 billion for

weapons procurement in 2025,

down from its $170 billion request

last year. The procurement bud-

get would spend some $61.2 billion

on air power, including fighter

jets, drones and helicopters, and

another $41.8 billion on sea power,

including six new battle ships.

Pentagon officials plan to spend

$9.8 billion on hypersonic and

long-range subsonic missiles,

which they consider some of the

most critical munitions to check

Chinese military ambitions.

The 2025 budget plan would al-

so spend $49.2 billion to upgrade

the Pentagon’s nuclear enter-

prise, funding forthcoming pro-

grams including the B-21 Raider

bomber, the Columbia-class sub-

marine and the Sentinel intercon-

tinental ballistic missile program.

Another $28.4 billion would be in-

vested to bolster U.S. missile de-

fense capabilities, budget docu-

ments show.

The department plans to spend

$143.2 billion on research, devel-

opment, testing and evaluations,

down from a $145 billion request

last year. It proposes spending

about $17.2 billion in emerging

science and technology and about

$1.8 billion on artificial intelli-

gence advancement.

While the Pentagon continues to

focus on supporting Ukraine —

and defense officials pushed again

for the House to approve a Senate-

passed defense supplemental with

billions in weapons aid for Uk-

raine — its 2025 budget proposal

shows China remains its top con-

cern over other threats such as

Russia and transnational terro-

rism. 

The 2025 request includes $9.9

billion for deterrence operations

in the Indo-Pacific, focused large-

ly on countering Chinese influ-

ence in the region. Meanwhile, the

request includes some $3.9 billion

for its longer-running European

deterrence initiative, which is fo-

cused on deterring Russian ag-

gression.

For the first time, the Pacific de-

terrence program includes fund-

ing to directly support Taiwan,

which fears an invasion from Chi-

na. The budget request includes

about $500 million to support out-

fitting the island nation. The Pa-

cific funding would also provide

increases to ballistic missile de-

fense in Guam, training oper-

ations with partner forces in the

Indo-Pacific Command area of re-

sponsibility, and fielding of un-

crewed and autonomous systems

that military officials consider

critical if the United States ended

up in a war with China.

The European initiative would

fund continued rotations of com-

bat units into Europe to train

alongside NATO partners and de-

ter Russia from considering at-

tacking an alliance nation.

The senior defense official said

those pools of money only include

some of the funds that ultimately

go toward U.S. efforts to deter

Russian and Chinese aggression.

He called on the House to approve

a roughly $95 billion Senate-

passed security supplemental

with billions in weapons and aid

for Ukraine and Israel, which

were not included in the 2025 Pen-

tagon budget request.

That supplemental funding

alongside a 2024 budget, the offi-

cial said, would drastically im-

prove the Pentagon’s ability to

help Ukraine, to deter Russia and

to restock some weapons that it

previously provided the Ukrai-

nians.

“We have not been able with the

funding we’ve had to date [this fis-

cal year] — and there’s a big fund-

ing piece waiting in the supple-

mental — been able to replenish

everything we’ve already given to

Ukraine. So, it would come back

on our own [combat] readiness

and our own stockpile to a certain

extent if we can’t get new funding.

It touches our partners, and it tou-

ches us.”

Budget: Budget request seeks to trim Army, Navy troop levels

Stars and Stripes reporter Matthew Adams
contributed to this report.
dickstein.corey@stripes.com
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LANSING, Mich. — The protest-

vote movement over President Joe

Biden’s handling of the Israel-Ha-

mas war has spread to several states

and raised more questions about

whether a small but significant

number of Democrats angry at Bi-

den might abandon him in Novem-

ber.

A week after 101,000 Michigan

voters chose “uncommitted” on

their ballots, so did roughly 263,000

voters in the five Super Tuesday

states where similar ballot options

were available. Minnesota, which

had the most organized effort out-

side of Michigan, saw 1 in 5 Demo-

cratic voters mark the “uncommit-

ted” option, a higher percentage

than the 13% who voted uncommit-

ted in Michigan. 

Organizers are watching the state

of Washington’s primary on Tues-

day to see how many voters select

“uncommitted.” And a “Leave It

Blank” campaign has formed for

Georgia’s Tuesday primary that’s

intended to have the same effect, as

is a “uninstructed” vote in Wiscon-

sin’s April 2 primary.

Supporters of the protest argue

anger over the war could endanger

Biden’s chances in swing states like

Michigan against former President

Donald Trump in their likely re-

match. Biden’s allies believe disaf-

fected Democrats will return to the

president’s fold when faced with a

choice between him and Trump,

who the president’s campaign has

argued is a threat to democracy and

is planning a sweeping set of policy

changes that would attack liberal

priorities. 

While the reasons for voters fa-

voring unpledged delegates over Bi-

den may differ, the choice has been

increasingly pushed as a protest

vote against Biden’s handling of the

conflict in Gaza, where more than

30,000 people have been killed, two-

thirds of them women and children,

in Israel’s offensive following Ha-

mas’ Oct. 7 attack that killed 1,200

people. 

“We wanted to show that these

voters not only morally matter but

politically matter as well. Because if

they sit out the election, which it

seems like many of them might, that

would have severe consequences

for Biden,” said Waleed Shahid, a

Democratic strategist who first or-

ganized the effort in Michigan. 

Lauren Hitt, a Biden campaign

spokeswoman, said following the

Super Tuesday primaries that the

president “believes making your

voice heard and participating in our

democracy is fundamental to who

we are as Americans.”

“He shares the goal for an end to

the violence and a just, lasting peace

in the Middle East. He’s working

tirelessly to that end,” Hitt added. 

As Biden’s supporters are quick

to point out, the “uncommitted” vote

isn’t a historical anomaly. In 2012,

over 400,000 people cast their bal-

lots as “uncommitted” or “no pref-

erence,” expressing discontent with

then-President Barack Obama’s re-

election. Biden has won every

state’s primary contest so far and is

on track to clinch the nomination

this month. 

Still, the single-issue campaign

has alarmed some of Biden’s closest

allies. 

“Obama’s results were just ran-

domized. This is showing that there

are particular groups of our coali-

tion that are upset,” said Rep. Ro

Khanna, a Biden surrogate and

cease-fire supporter. 

Over 100,000 people voted “un-

committed” on Feb. 27, far exceed-

ing a 10,000 vote goal that had been

intentionally set low. Khanna, the

California congressman, said Bi-

den’s recent references to a poten-

tial cease-fire were a “direct result”

of the grassroots movement in

Michigan. 

Dems’ anti-Biden
effort spreads to
more primaries

BY JOEY CAPPELLETTI

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Facing a bar-

rage of super PAC money, more

than 20 progressive groups are

coming together to forcefully coun-

ter pro-Israel groups’ efforts to pri-

mary challenge liberal members

who’ve been critics of Israel’s blis-

tering military offensive in Gaza. 

The coalition, called Reject AI-

PAC, includes Jewish peace orga-

nizations and Arab American and

Muslim groups that have been or-

ganizing in record numbers since

the Israel-Hamas war began in Oc-

tober. 

Their efforts are a direct re-

sponse to pro-Israel political action

committees like the American Is-

rael Public Affairs Committee, bet-

ter known as AIPAC, that are

pledging or planning to spend tens

of millions of dollars to try to defeat

Democratic members of the so-

called “squad” in primaries and the

general election this year. That

campaign has turned the otherwise

safely Democratic districts into

election battlegrounds. 

“These are a handful of Black

and brown progressive incum-

bents who are under attack from a

threat of $100 million in spending

and usually Democratic leader-

ship and establishment is up in

arms anytime someone primaries

an incumbent,” said Usamah An-

drabi, communications director

for Justice Democrats, one the

groups leading the coalition. “But

the energy is a little lighter when it

comes to some of these progres-

sives and so we are coming togeth-

er to ensure that they have the re-

sources to defend themselves

against AIPAC.”

The strategy, according to An-

drabi, is to link up the grassroots or-

ganizations behind a seven-figure

“electoral defense campaign” that

aims to not only protect members

of Congress being targeted by AI-

PAC but also to bring light to what

they see as the group’s divergence

from the longstanding values of the

Democratic Party. 

AIPAC has defended its track

record, telling The Associated

Press last month that “it is entirely

consistent with progressive values

to stand with the Jewish state” and

that the group has a history of sup-

porting members of the Congres-

sional Progressive Caucus.

Nonetheless, the coalition’s lob-

bying effort will focus on promot-

ing pro-Palestinian members and

candidates as well as highlighting

national polling that shows that the

majority of Democratic voters are

aligned with their stances, includ-

ing increasing calls for a cease-fire

in Gaza and conditioning U.S. aid to

Israel as the number of civilian ca-

sualties rises above 30,000 Palesti-

nians in just five months of war. 

This comes as AIPAC shifted in

its own strategy in the last several

years, transitioning from strictly a

lobbying organization to helping

elect centrist, pro-Israel Demo-

crats. In 2022, it began challenging

Democratic incumbents in prim-

aries.

Before November, the group and

PACs connected to its ethos have

once again begun contributing to

candidates running against mem-

bers of the squad. The Democrats

facing challengers include Jamaal

Bowman of New York, Ilhan Omar

of Minnesota, Summer Lee of

Pennsylvania and Cori Bush of

Missouri, all of whom have not only

called for a cease-fire but have de-

manded an end to U.S. aid to Israel.

NATHAN HOWARD/AP

Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y., left, speaks alongside Reps. Rashida Tlaib, D-Mich.; Jonathan Jackson,
D-Ill.; and Cori Bush, D-Mo., during a vigil with state legislators and faith leaders on hunger strike outside
the White House to demand that President Joe Biden call for a permanent cease-fire in Gaza, on Nov. 29.

Progressive groups unite to counter
pro-Israel groups before ’24 election

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Jack Lobel is

a college sophomore who will be

voting in his first presidential elec-

tion this fall, casting a ballot for Joe

Biden. 

At 19, he’s six-plus decades Bi-

den’s junior, which isn’t lost on him.

But Lobel is spokesperson for Vot-

ers of Tomorrow, one of 15 youth or-

ganizations that announced Mon-

day that they are jointly endorsing

the reelection of the oldest president

in U.S. history — defying polls con-

sistently showing voter concerns

about the 81-year-old Biden’s age. 

“If age were really a concern we

would not see this much energy

around these groups,” said Lobel,

an urban studies major in New

York.

The joint endorsement is meant

as a show of political strength for Bi-

den, who would be 86 by the end of

the second term he’s seeking — af-

ter Super Tuesday all but cemented

a November rematch of the 2020

election between him and former

President Donald Trump.

The groups’ affinity for the presi-

dent is little surprise given that

young people tend to be more left-

leaning than many other voting

blocs. Still, it may soften the blow of

many voters’ concerns about Bi-

den’s age. A recent Associated

Press-NORC Center for Public Af-

fairs Research survey found that

63% of Americans believe Biden

lacks mental capability to serve ef-

fectively as president, though 57%

felt similar about Trump, who is 77. 

Joining Voters of Tomorrow for-

mally supporting Biden is NextGen

PAC, Planned Parenthood Action

Fund, Blue Future, Jr. Newtown Ac-

tion Alliance, Path to Progress, Stu-

dents Demand Action, Team

ENOUGH, Voices of Gen-Z and

Dream for America. They are doing

so with more traditional, party-

aligned youth organizations.

Trump and top Republicans have

blasted Biden as being too old to

handle a second term. But Aalayah

Eastmond, a survivor of the 2018

Parkland school shooting in Florida

and co-founder of Team ENOUGH,

said Biden’s age wasn’t a considera-

tion in the endorsement.

“What’s most important to Amer-

ica’s youth is having a president who

listens to our concerns and knows

how to deliver on solutions that im-

prove our lives,” Eastmond said. 

Youth activist groups endorse Biden, cite his actions over his age
Associated Press
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WASHINGTON — Cracking

down on predatory “claims

sharks” that charge veterans exor-

bitant fees to file for disability ben-

efits with the Department of Veter-

ans Affairs is a priority for the Vet-

erans of Foreign Wars, whose lead-

ers urged lawmakers to toughen

laws against the illegal practices.

“These companies that prey on

veterans must be held accountable

and not rewarded for their preda-

tory behavior toward veterans and

their survivors,” Duane Sarmien-

to, the VFW’s commander in chief,

said Wednesday at a joint hearing

of the Senate and House Veterans’

Affairs committees.

Sarmiento was the first witness

during a half-day of testimony

from a dozen national veterans’

groups that included the VFW,

Wounded Warrior Project, Para-

lyzed Veterans of America and

Blue Star Families, among others.

The veterans service organiza-

tions highlighted their fiscal 2025

legislative agendas before law-

makers from both chambers. Col-

lectively known as VSOs, the non-

profit groups have a mission to aid

and serve veterans, service mem-

bers, dependents and survivors.

Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., the

chairman of the Senate committee,

opened the joint hearing by high-

lighting his priorities that focused

on pending legislation to protect

VA benefits and improve their de-

livery to former service members.

Tester pointed to the Governing

Unaccredited Representatives

Defrauding VA Benefits Act, also

known as the GUARD VA Benefits

Act, which would impose criminal

penalties including fines and pris-

on time for individuals convicted

of soliciting or receiving fees and

other compensation to prepare or

alter a veteran’s disability claim

for VA benefits.

Federal law bans individuals

and companies from assisting vet-

erans in preparing their claims for

disability benefits without accred-

itation from the VA Office of Gen-

eral Counsel. Many veterans ser-

vice organizations have been

trained by the VA in claims prep-

aration and offer the service for

free.

But the VFW and other veterans

organizations who testified said

the existing law is unenforceable

because it lacks criminal penalties.

Tester said the GUARD Benefits

Act would restore criminal penal-

ties that were removed 20 years

ago.

He said record levels of benefits

from the passage of the Sergeant

First Class Heath Robinson Hon-

oring our Promise to Address

Comprehensive Toxics Act in 2022

have resulted in a proliferation of

businesses illegally charging vet-

erans to file claims for disability

benefits when the service is pro-

vided for free by accredited veter-

ans organizations, including the

VFW.

The accreditation demonstrates

the organizations have received

VA training to prepare the claims

and meet VA standards and regu-

lations for providing the service.

Since the PACT Act became law

in August 2022, more than 720,000

claims for disability benefits have

been filed by veterans who were

exposed to burn pits, herbicides

and other toxic substances during

military service, Tester said.

The act has yielded more than

$1.8 billion in disability benefits to

qualifying veterans, according to

the VA.

Sarmiento said though some

state legislatures recently passed

laws to stop individuals and com-

panies from illegally offering to

help veterans with their claims, “it

is time for a federal fix.”

Some companies also fraudu-

lently solicit veterans with offers to

boost their disability ratings for

higher monthly benefits, he said.

“With the PACT Act, there has

been an increase in online ads tar-

geting veterans’ benefits with high

fees. Taking money from veterans

is distasteful, but taking money

from their survivors is absolutely

disgusting,” Sarmiento said.

He pointed to a pin that he wore

on his lapel with picture of a

shark’s fin and the message: “Do

not feed the sharks.”

Sarmiento also urged lawmak-

ers to pass the TAP Promotion Act,

which would make claims assis-

tance part of the required Transi-

tion Assistance Program, an edu-

cational course for service mem-

bers in their final months of active

duty. The program provides ser-

vice members with employment

resources, information on veter-

ans’ benefits and counseling ser-

vices as they begin their transition

to civilian life.

The TAP Promotion Act would

add claims preparation help by

veterans service organizations as a

basic component of the course for

exiting service members.

Nancy Espinosa, national com-

mander of the Disabled American

Veterans, said Thursday in a sec-

ond day of testimony that her orga-

nization conducts extensive out-

reach to veterans with combat in-

juries who need help with their dis-

ability claims. Members of the

Disabled American Veterans also

drive veterans to and from VA

medical appointments. Both ser-

vices are free.

Sen. Angus King, I-Maine, said

there should be the same level of

attention to a veteran’s transition

to civilian life as there is to military

recruitment of individuals enter-

ing the military.

“At one of the first armed ser-

vice hearings I attended 10 years

ago, I made the statement ‘Why

don’t we spend as much money on

transition as we do on recruiting?’

In other words, let’s take care of

those veterans when they’re com-

ing out,” he said.

VFW: Predatory
‘claims sharks’
targeting vets
Groups urge laws to combat firms that
charge fees for service VA offers for free 

BY LINDA F. HERSEY

Stars and Stripes 

JOE GROMELSKI/Special to Stars and Stripes

Duane Sarmiento, national commander in chief for the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, speaks during a joint hearing of the Senate and House
Veterans’ Affairs committees last week on Capitol Hill. 

A federal judge in Texas has

blocked a new rule by the Nation-

al Labor Relations Board that

would have made it easier for

millions of workers to form

unions at big companies.

The rule, which was due to go

into effect Monday, would have

set new standards for determin-

ing when two companies should

be considered “joint employers”

in labor negotiations. 

Under the current NLRB rule,

which was passed by a Republi-

can-dominated board in 2020, a

company like McDonald’s isn’t

considered a joint employer of

most of its workers since they are

directly employed by franchi-

sees.

The new rule would have ex-

panded that definition to say

companies may be considered

joint employers if they have the

ability to control — directly or in-

directly — at least one condition

of employment. 

Conditions include wages and

benefits, hours and scheduling,

the assignment of duties, work

rules and hiring.

The NLRB argued a change is

necessary because the current

rule makes it too easy for compa-

nies to avoid their legal respon-

sibility to bargain with workers.

The U.S. Chamber of Com-

merce and other business groups

— including the American Hotel

and Lodging Association, the In-

ternational Franchise Associa-

tion and the National Retail Fed-

eration — sued the NLRB in fed-

eral court in the Eastern District

of Texas in November to block

the rule. 

They argued the new rule

would upend years of precedent

and could make companies lia-

ble for workers they don’t em-

ploy at workplaces they don’t

own. 

In his decision Friday granting

the plaintiffs’ motion for a sum-

mary judgment, U.S. District

Court Judge J. Campbell Barker

concluded that the NLRB’s new

rule would be “contrary to law”

and that it was “arbitrary and ca-

pricious” in regard to how it

would change the existing rule. 

Barker found that by estab-

lishing an array of new condi-

tions to be used to determine

whether a company meets the

standard of a joint employer, the

NRLB’s new rule exceeds “the

bounds of the common law.” 

The NRLB is reviewing the

court’s decision and considering

its next steps in the case, the

agency said in a statement Satur-

day.

Judge halts
labor rule
that eases
unionizing 

Associated Press

The Republican senator who

gave the party’s response to Presi-

dent Joe Biden’s State of the

Union address used a harrowing

account of a young woman’s sex-

ual abuse to attack his border pol-

icies, but the rapes did not happen

in the U.S. or during the Biden ad-

ministration.

First-term Sen. Katie Britt of

Alabama in the GOP response

criticized current immigration

policies, describing how she had

met a woman at the U.S.-Mexico

border who told of being raped

thousands of

times in a sex

trafficking oper-

ation run by car-

tels, starting at

age 12.

The victim has

previously spo-

ken publicly

about the abuse happening in her

home country of Mexico from

2004 to 2008 — not in the United

States during the Biden adminis-

tration. Yet, Britt used the account

to chastise Biden’s action on the

border.

“We wouldn’t be OK with this

happening in a third-world coun-

try. This is the United States of

America, and it’s past time we

start acting like it,” Britt said in

the Thursday night speech tele-

vised from her home in Alabama.

“President Biden’s border crisis is

a disgrace.” 

Britt has made immigration one

of her top issues in her first years

in the Senate, and Republicans

have seized on a surge of immi-

grants entering the country dur-

ing Biden’s term to attack the

president. 

Independent journalist Jonath-

an Katz revealed in a TikTok video

Friday that the sex trafficking of

the victim mentioned by Britt on

Thursday did not happen during

the Biden administration or in the

United States.

Asked by Fox News Sunday if

she had meant to give the impres-

sion that the trafficking and rape

in question happened during the

Biden administration, Britt said

“No.” 

She said she had recounted the

victim’s story to “bring some light

to” sex trafficking by cartels.

Decades-old Mexico rape story cited in GOP rebuttal
Associated Press

Britt
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2 drove man’s body to
bank to withdraw money

OH ASHTABULA — Two

Ohio women have

been accused of driving the body

of a deceased 80-year-old man to a

bank to withdraw money from his

account before dropping his body

off at a hospital. 

Karen Casbohm, 63, and Loreen

Bea Feralo, 55, were charged in

Ashtabula with gross abuse of a

corpse and theft from a person in a

protected class, according to Ash-

tabula Municipal Court records.

Police said they were told that

two women had dropped off a

body at the Ashtabula County

Medical Center emergency room

without identifying the person or

themselves. A few hours later, one

of them contacted the hospital

with information on the deceased,

who was then identified as Dou-

glas Layman of Ashtabula. 

Layman’s body “was placed in

the vehicle in such a manner that

he would be visible to bank staff in

order to make the withdrawal,”

Ashtabula Police Chief Robert

Stell said in a news release.

Crime scene tape covers
weather-abused landmark

ME SKOWHEGAN —

Crime scene tape sur-

rounds the Skowhegan Indian, a

local landmark in Maine, after an

assault by Mother Nature.

The towering wooden sculpture

is missing part of its face and arm,

as well as a spear. The damage is

believed to have been caused by

wild weather and a windstorm.

The 62-foot sculpture depicts a

Wabanaki fisherman and was

completed in 1969 by artist Ber-

nard Langlais, a student and

teacher at the Skowhegan School

of Painting and Sculpture, the

Chamber of Commerce said. Be-

fore it was damaged, the fisher-

man was holding a spear in one

hand and a fishing weir, or trap, in

the other.

Plea hearing set in case
of faked kidnapping

AL BESSEMER — A new

plea hearing has been

set for an Alabama woman ac-

cused of falsely telling police she

was abducted last summer after

stopping her car to check on a tod-

dler wandering near a highway.

Carlee Russell’s two-day disap-

pearance, and her story of being

abducted, captivated the nation

before police called her story a

hoax.

Russell was scheduled for trial

March 18, but a court document

filed showed a plea hearing is now

set for March 21.

Russell disappeared July 13 af-

ter calling 911 to report a toddler

beside a stretch of Interstate 459

in the Birmingham suburb of

Hoover. She returned home two

days later and told police she had

been abducted and forced into a

vehicle.

Her attorney issued a statement

through police acknowledging

there was no kidnapping and that

she never saw a toddler.

Expelled ex-Rep. Santos
says he’s running again

DC WASHINGTON —

Former U.S. Rep.

George Santos, who was expelled

from Congress in December and

faces federal charges of defraud-

ing donors to his 2022 campaign,

has announced he is running for

the House again.

Santos, a Republican who is just

the sixth member to be ousted by

fellow House members, posted on

X that he will challenge Republi-

can Rep. Nick LaLota, who repre-

sents a district on New York’s

Long Island that is different from

the one Santos represented before

he was expelled.

Santos made the announcement

after attending President Joe Bi-

den’s State of the Union address

and mingling with former col-

leagues who voted to kick him out

of Congress following a blistering

report by the House Ethics Com-

mittee.

Rare 2-faced calf
flourishing despite odds

LA ABBEVILLE — A rare

calf born with two faces

— four eyes, two noses, two

mouths and two ears — continued

to flourish Thursday, eight days

after its birth at a southwest Loui-

siana farm.

The owners of Breaux Farms

LLC in Cossinade, a community

about 90 miles west of Baton

Rouge, said the calf, which ap-

pears normal from the ears back,

was named “Deux Face” —

“deux” is French for “two.” The

chance of this type of birth is 1 in

400 million, Eric and Dawn

Breaux said in a post on Facebook.

“We know this calf will have a

short life span and will most likely

only live a few days,” Dawn

Breaux said. “She has beaten a lot

of odds by being born alive.”

Most calves with polycephaly,

the condition of having more than

one head, are stillborn. Some live

for several hours or days. Accord-

ing to Ripley’s Believe It or Not!,

the oldest living two-faced calf

survived for 40 days.

At 8 days old, Deux Face is mak-

ing slow progress under the care

of several veterinarians and the

Breauxs, the Facebook posts said.

Concealed guns may be
OK in schools, meetings

WY CHEYENNE — A bill

that would allow con-

cealed carry of firearms in schools

and government meetings is head-

ed to Wyoming’s governor after

clearing the state Legislature by a

wide margin.

What happens next is somewhat

uncertain because Wyoming gov-

ernors traditionally don’t say if

they plan to sign or veto bills. Gov.

Mark Gordon has not spoken pub-

licly about the bill, but he is a Re-

publican gun rights supporter.

Wyoming is among the gun-

friendliest states and the bill

passed the state Senate 22-8 after

supporters dismissed fears about

allowing guns where they’re cur-

rently banned.

Under the latest gun bill, open

carry would still be prohibited in

schools and government meet-

ings, and K-12 students could not

have guns at school.

But concealed firearms would

become permissible with a permit

at the University of Wyoming and

community colleges in areas not

serving alcohol. They also would

be allowed without a permit in

government meetings including

those of the Legislature.

Student makes 94-foot
putt and wins car

AL AUBURN— An Auburn

University student con-

nected on a long-distance shot,

draining a length-of-the-basket-

ball court putt to win a car.

Conor Boyle made the 94-foot

putt, rolling a golf ball from one

baseline and through a sign next to

the opposite basket during a pro-

motion in the second half of Au-

burn’s game with Georgia.

After the putt found the small

opening on the sign, Boyle raced

around the court celebrating

while fans erupted and TV came-

ras showed Auburn guard K.D.

Johnson looking on from the

bench with a stunned expression,

mouth wide open.

Boyle was the first winner of the

promotion this season, winning a

car from a local Toyota dealer-

ship.

State House OKs new
requirements to buy gun

DE DOVER — Delaware’s

Democrat-led House

voted mostly along party lines to

approve a bill requiring anyone

who wants to buy a handgun to

first be fingerprinted, undergo

training and obtain permission

from the state.

Majority Leader Melissa Mi-

nor-Brown, chief House sponsor

of the Delaware legislation, insist-

ed that permit-to-purchase laws

are effective in reducing gun

deaths. “States with permit laws

have 25% lower gun homicide

rates, 

House lawmakers passed the

bill despite concerns about its

price tag, rejecting several GOP

amendments that Republicans

said would reduce the financial

burden imposed both on tax-

payers and prospective gun

buyers. Legislative analysts esti-

mate that the permitting system

will cost taxpayers about $3 mil-

lion in initial implementation

costs, and about $5 million annual-

ly thereafter.

DIANE BONDAREFF, CYCLE FOR SURVIVAL/AP

Enthusiastic participants cheer and dance at a Cycle for Survival event in New York City, on Sunday. Cycle for Survival, the movement to beat
rare cancers, has raised over $370 million since it began in 2007. Every dollar funds groundbreaking rare cancer research and clinical trials at
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, which owns and operates Cycle for Survival.

Cancer crushing cycle

From The Associated Press
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RAFAH, Gaza Strip — Palestinians be-

gan fasting for Ramadan on Monday as the

Muslim holy month arrived with cease-fire

talks at a standstill, hunger worsening

across the Gaza Strip and no end in sight to

the 5-month-old war between Israel and

Hamas.

Prayers were held outside amid the rub-

ble of demolished buildings late Sunday.

Some people hung fairy lights and decora-

tions in packed tent camps, and a video from

a U.N.-school-turned-shelter showed chil-

dren dancing and spraying foam as a man

sang into a loudspeaker. 

But there was little to celebrate after five

months of war that has killed over 30,000

Palestinians and left much of Gaza in ruins.

Families would ordinarily break the daily

fast with holiday feasts, but even where

food is available, there is little beyond

canned goods and the prices are too high for

many.

“You don’t see anyone with joy in their

eyes,” said Sabah al-Hendi, who was shop-

ping for food on Sunday in the southernmost

city of Rafah. “Every family is sad. Every

family has a martyr.”

The United States, Qatar and Egypt had

hoped to broker a cease-fire ahead of the

normally joyous month of dawn-to-dusk

fasting that would include the release of

dozens of Israeli hostages and Palestinian

prisoners, and the entry of a large amount of

humanitarian aid, but the talks stalled last

week.

Hamas is demanding guarantees that any

such agreement will lead to an end to the

war, while Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu has vowed to continue the offen-

sive until “total victory” against the militant

group and the release of all the remaining

hostages.

The war began when Hamas-led mili-

tants stormed into southern Israel on Oct. 7,

killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians,

and taking around 250 hostage. Hamas is

still believed to be holding around 100 cap-

tives and the remains of 30 others following

an exchange last year.

The war has driven around 80% of Gaza’s

population of 2.3 million people from their

homes and pushed hundreds of thousands

to the brink of famine. Health officials say at

least 20 people, mostly children, have died

from malnutrition and dehydration in

northern Gaza. 

Israeli forces have largely sealed off the

north since October, and aid groups say Is-

raeli restrictions, ongoing hostilities and the

breakdown of law and order have made it

nearly impossible to safely deliver desper-

ately needed food in much of the territory.

Israel has meanwhile vowed to expand its

offensive to Rafah, where half of Gaza’s

population has sought refuge, without say-

ing where civilians would go to escape the

onslaught. President Joe Biden has said an

attack on Rafah would be a “red line” for

him, but that the United States would con-

tinue to provide military aid to Israel.

Biden acknowledged in his annual Rama-

dan message that the holy month comes “at

a moment of intense pain.” 

“As Muslims gather around the world

over the coming days and weeks to break

their fast, the suffering of the Palestinian

people will be front of mind for many. It is

front of mind for me,” he said.

The United States and other countries

have begun airdropping aid in recent days,

but humanitarian groups say such efforts

are costly and insufficient. The U.S. mili-

tary has also begun transporting equipment

to build a sea bridge to deliver aid, but it will

likely be several weeks before it is oper-

ational.

A ship belonging to Spanish aid group

Open Arms carrying 200 tons of food aid

was expected to make a pilot voyage to Gaza

from nearby Cyprus, though it was not clear

when it would depart. Israel says it wel-

comes the sea deliveries and will inspect

Gaza-bound cargo before it leaves Cyprus.

The ship in Cyprus is expected to take two

to three days to arrive at an undisclosed lo-

cation in Gaza. The food is being supplied

by the World Central Kitchen, a U.S. charity

founded by celebrity chef José Andrés,

which said construction work on a jetty in

Gaza began Sunday. Once the ship reaches

Gaza, aid will be offloaded by a crane,

placed on trucks and driven north.

The United States has provided crucial

military support to Israel and shielded it

from international calls for a cease-fire

while urging it to do more to avoid harming

civilians and facilitate humanitarian aid.

Gaza still struggling as Ramadan starts
Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — An ex-

plosion that took place near a ship in the Red

Sea on Monday is suspected to have been an

attack by Yemen’s Houthi rebels, though the

blast caused no damage, authorities said. 

The master of the vessel reported the ex-

plosion and said no one was hurt, the British

military’s United Kingdom Maritime Trade

Operations center said. 

The private security firm Ambrey said the

incident may have involved a missile, but in-

formation remained scarce. 

The Houthis did not immediately claim

the attack, though it typically takes the re-

bels several hours to acknowledge their

strikes. 

The blast comes after a Houthi missile

struck a commercial ship in the Gulf of Aden

last week, killing three of its crew members

and forcing survivors to abandon the vessel. 

It was the first fatal strike in a campaign of

assaults by the Iranian-backed group over

Israel’s war on Hamas in the Gaza Strip. The

Houthis say the attacks are intended to pres-

sure Israel into stopping the war, but their

targets increasingly have little or nothing to

do with the conflict. 

Other recent Houthi actions include an at-

tack last month on a cargo ship carrying fer-

tilizer, the Rubymar, which later sank after

drifting for several days, and the downing of

an American drone worth tens of millions of

dollars. 

Houthis suspected
in explosion near
ship in Red Sea

Associated Press
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DUBAI, United Arab Emirates

— The leader of Yemen’s branch

of al-Qaida is dead, the militant

group announced late Sunday,

without giving details. 

Khalid al-Batarfi had a $5 mil-

lion bounty on his head from the

U.S. government over leading

the group, al-Qaida in the Ara-

bian Peninsula, through years

that saw him imprisoned, freed

in a jailbreak, and governing

forces in Yemen amid that coun-

try’s grinding war.

Though believed to be wea-

kened in recent years due to in-

fighting and suspected U.S.

drone strikes killing its leaders,

the group known by the acronym

AQAP has long been considered

the most dangerous branch of

the extremist group still operat-

ing after the killing of founder

Osama bin Laden. 

Al-Qaida released a video

showing al-Batarfi wrapped in a

white funeral shroud and al-Qai-

da’s black-and-white flag.

Militants offered no details on

the cause of his death and there

was no clear sign of trauma vis-

ible on his face.

Al-Batarfi was

believed to be in

his early 40s. 

“Allah took

his soul while he

patiently sought

his reward and

stood firm, im-

migrated, garri-

soned, and waged jihad for His

sake,” the militants said in the

video, according to the SITE In-

telligence Group.

In the announcement, the

group said Saad bin Atef al-Aw-

laki would take over as its leader.

The U.S. has a $6 million bounty

on him, saying al-Awlaki “has

publicly called for attacks

against the United States and its

allies.”

Al-Qaida branch
says leader is dead 

Associated Press

Al-Batarfi

LONDON — Kate, Princess of

Wales, apologized Monday for

“confusion” caused by her edit-

ing of a family photo released by

the palace — an image of Kate

and her children that was intend-

ed to calm concern and specula-

tion about the British royal’s

health, but had the opposite ef-

fect.

Several news agencies that ini-

tially published the photo, includ-

ing The Associated Press, with-

drew the image over concerns

about digital manipulation. Is-

sued by the couple’s Kensington

Palace office on Sunday to mark

Mother’s Day in Britain, it was

the first official photo of Kate

since she had abdominal surgery

nearly two months ago.

The retractions sent the online

rumor mill, already rampant with

speculation over Kate’s operation

and recuperation, into overdrive.

In a post on social media, Kate

said that “like many amateur

photographers, I do occasionally

experiment with editing.”

“I wanted to express my apol-

ogies for any confusion the family

photograph we shared yesterday

caused,” the post said.

In the past, the palace has is-

sued several of Kate’s family

snapshots featuring her and

Prince William with their chil-

dren Prince George, 10; Princess

Charlotte, 8; and Prince Louis, 5.

The latest photo was taken by

William, Kensington Palace said.

In an accompanying message

posted on social media, Kate said:

“Thank you for your kind wishes

and continued support over the

last two months. Wishing every-

one a Happy Mother’s Day.”

Princess Kate apologizes for editing
photo that fueled rumors about health

Associated Press

NEW DELHI — India has suc-

cessfully conducted its first test

flight of a domestically developed

missile that can carry multiple

warheads, Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi said Monday.

The missile is equipped with

multiple independently targeta-

ble re-entry vehicles, Modi said in

a post on X, formerly known as

Twitter. India has been develop-

ing its medium- and long-range

missile systems since the 1990s as

its strategic competition with Chi-

na grows.

In 2021, India successfully test-

ed Agni-5, a nuclear-capable in-

tercontinental ballistic missile

with a range of 3,125 miles that is

believed to be capable of targeting

nearly all of China. Agni missiles

are long-range surface-to-surface

ballistic missiles.

India is also able to strike any-

where in neighboring Pakistan, its

archrival with which it has fought

three wars since they gained inde-

pendence from British colonial-

ists in 1947.

India tests domestically developed missile 
Associated Press
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“Oppenheimer,” a solemn

three-hour biopic that became an

unlikely billion-dollar box-office

sensation, was crowned best pic-

ture at a 96th Academy Awards

that doubled as a coronation for

Christopher Nolan.

After passing over arguably

Hollywood’s foremost big-screen

auteur for years, the Oscars made

up for lost time by heaping seven

awards on Nolan’s blockbuster

biopic, including best actor for Cil-

lian Murphy, best supporting ac-

tor for Robert Downey Jr. and best

director for Nolan.

In anointing “Oppenheimer,”

the Academy of Motion Pictures

Arts and Sciences did something it

hasn’t done for more than a dec-

ade: hand its top prize to a widely

seen, big-budget studio film. In a

film industry where a cape, dino-

saur or Tom Cruise has often been

a requirement for such box office,

“Oppenheimer” brought droves of

moviegoers to theaters with a

complex, fission-filled drama

about J. Robert Oppenheimer and

the creation of the atomic bomb.

“For better or worse, we’re all

living in Oppenheimer’s world,”

Murphy said in his acceptance

speech. “I’d like to dedicate this to

the peacemakers.” 

As a film heavy with unease for

human capacity for mass destruc-

tion, “Oppenheimer” emerged as

a fittingly foreboding film for

times rife with cataclysm, man-

made or not. 

Sunday’s Oscars at the Dolby

Theatre in Los Angeles unfolded

against the backdrop of wars in

Gaza and Ukraine, and with a po-

tentially momentous U.S. election

on the horizon. Awards for the

documentary winner, “20 Days in

Mariupol,” and best international

film, “The Zone of Interest,”

brought geopolitics into the Oscar

spotlight. 

The most closely watched con-

test went to Emma Stone, who won

best best actress for her perfor-

mance as Bella Baxter in “Poor

Things.” In what was seen as the

night’s most nail-biting category,

Stone won over Lily Gladstone of

“Killers of the Flower Moon.”

Gladstone would have become the

first Native American to win an

Academy Award.

Instead, Oscar voters couldn’t

resist the full-bodied extremes of

Stone’s “Poor Things” perfor-

mance. The win for Stone, her sec-

ond best actress Oscar following

her 2017 win for “La La Land,”

confirmed the 35-year-old as ar-

guably the preeminent big-screen

actress of her generation. The list

of women to win best actress two

In the early going, Yorgos Lan-

thimos’ Frankenstein riff “Poor

Things” ran away with three priz-

es for its sumptuous craft, includ-

ing awards for production design,

makeup and hairstyling and cos-

tume design. “Poor Things” fared

second best to “Oppenheimer,”

with a total of four awards. 

Kimmel, hosting the ABC tele-

cast for the fourth time, opened

the awards with a monologue that

emphasized Hollywood as “a

union town” following 2023’s ac-

tor and writer strikes, and drew a

standing ovation for bringing out

teamsters and behind-the-scenes

workers — who are now entering

their own labor negotiations. 

The night’s first award was one

of its most predictable: Da’Vine

Joy Randolph for best supporting

actress, for her performance in

Alexander Payne’s “The Holdov-

ers.” 

“For so long I’ve always wanted

to be different,” said Randolph.

“And now I realize I just need to be

myself.” 

Hayao Miyazaki’s “The Boy and

the Heron” won for best animated

feature, a surprise over the slight-

ly favored “Spider-Man: Across

the Spider-Verse.” 

In the best adapted screenplay

category, where “Barbie” was

nominated — and where some

suspected Greta Gerwig would

win after being overlooked for di-

rector — the Oscar went to Cord

Jefferson, who wrote and directed

his feature film debut “American

Fiction.” 

He pleaded for executives to

take risks on young filmmakers

like himself.

The Oscars belonged largely to

theatrical-first films. Though it

came into the awards with 19 nom-

inations, Netflix was a bit player.

Its lone win came for live action

short: Wes Anderson’s “The Won-

derful Story of Henry Sugar,”

based on the story by Roald Dahl.

or more times includes Katharine

Hepburn, Frances McDormand,

Ingrid Bergman and Bette Davis.

“Oh, boy, this is really over-

whelming,” said Stone, who

fought back tears and a broken

zipper on her dress during her

speech. 

Sunday’s broadcast had razzle

dazzle, including a sprawling

song-and-dance rendition of the

“Barbie” hit “I’m Just Ken” by

Ryan Gos-

ling, with an

assist on gui-

tar by Slash

and a sea of

Kens who

swarmed the

stage. 

But protest

and politics

intruded.

Late during the show, host Jimmy

Kimmel read a critical social

media post from former president

Donald Trump. 

“Thank you for watching,” said

Kimmel. “Isn’t it past your jail

time?”

Nolan has had many movies in

the Oscar mix before, including

“Inception,” “Dunkirk” and “The

Dark Knight.” But his win Sunday

for direction is the first Academy

Award for the 53-year-old film-

maker. Addressing the crowd, No-

lan noted cinema is just over a

hundred years old. 

“Imagine being there 100 years

into painting or theater,” said No-

lan, who shared the best-picture

award with Emma Thomas, his

wife and producer. “We don’t

know where this incredible jour-

ney is going from here. But to

know that you think that I’m a

meaningful part of it means the

world to me.”

Downey, nominated twice be-

fore (for “Chaplin” and “Tropic

Thunder”), also notched his first

Oscar, crowning the illustrious

second act of his up-and-down ca-

reer. 

“I’d like to thank my terrible

childhood and the academy, in

that order,” said Downey, the son

of filmmaker Robert Downey Sr. 

“Barbie,” last year’s biggest

box-office hit with more than $1.4

billion in ticket sales, ultimately

won just one award: best song

(sorry, Ken) for Billie Eilish and

Finneas O’Connell’s “What Was I

Made For?” It’s their second Os-

car, two years after winning for

their James Bond theme, “No

Time to Die.” 

In doing so, Eilish, 22, has be-

come the youngest person by far

to have won two career Oscars.

That beats an old record set by

Luise Rainer, who won her second

best actress Oscar at 28 in 1938.

Protests over Israel’s war in Ga-

za snarled traffic around the Dol-

by Theatre, slowing stars’ arrival

on the red carpet. 

A year after “Navalny” won the

same award, Mstyslav Chernov’s

“20 Days in Mariupol,” a harrow-

ing chronicle of the early days of

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, won

best documentary. The win, a first

for The Associated Press and PBS’

“Frontline,” came as the war in

Ukraine passed the two-year

mark with no signs of abating. 

Chernov, the Ukrainian film-

maker and AP journalist whose

hometown was bombed the day he

learned of his Oscar nomination,

spoke forcefully about Russia’s in-

vasion. 

“This is the first Oscar in Ukrai-

nian history, and I’m honored,” he

said. “Probably I will be the first

director on this stage to say I wish

I’d never made this film. I wish to

be able to exchange this (for) Rus-

sia never attacking Ukraine.”

‘Oppenheimer,’ Nolan have huge night
Biopic wins 7 Oscars; Stone tops Gladstone in
best actress category; Eilish youngest to win 2

BY JAKE COYLE

Associated Press 

CHRIS PIZZELLO, INVISION/AP 

Christopher Nolan accepts the Academy Award for best director
Sunday for “Oppenheimer” at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles.

JORDAN STRAUSS, INVISION/AP 

Left to right: Robert Downey Jr., best supporting actor winner for
“Oppenheimer”; Da’Vine Joy Randolph, best supporting actress
winner for “The Holdovers”; Emma Stone, best actress winner for
“Poor Things”; Cillian Murphy, best actor winner for “Oppenheimer.”

Award winners

Best picture: “Oppenheimer”  
Best actress: Emma Stone, “Poor
Things”  
Best actor: Cillian Murphy,
“Oppenheimer”
Best supporting actor: Robert
Downey Jr., “Oppenheimer”  
Best supporting actress: Da’Vine
Joy Randolph, “The Holdovers”
Best director: Christopher Nolan,
“Oppenheimer”  
Live action short film: “The
Wonderful Story of Henry Sugar”
Sound: “The Zone of Interest,”
Tarn Willers and Johnnie Burn
Original score: “Oppenheimer,”
Ludwig Göransson
Original song: “What Was I Made
For?” from “Barbie”  
Visual effects: “Godzilla Minus
One”  
Film editing: “Oppenheimer,”
Jennifer Lame
Documentary short film:
“The Last Repair Shop”
Documentary feature: “20 Days
in Mariupol”  
Cinematography: “Oppenheimer,”
Hoyte Van Hoytema
Animated short film: “WAR IS
OVER! Inspired by the Music of
John & Yoko”
Animated film: “The Boy and the
Heron”  
Original screenplay: “Anatomy of
a Fall,” Justine Triet and Arthur
Harari
Adapted screenplay: “American
Fiction,” Cord Jefferson
Makeup and hairstyling: “Poor
Things,” Nadia Stacey, Mark
Coulier and Josh Weston
Production design: “Poor Things,”
James Price, Shona Heath and
Zsuzsa Mihalek
Costume design: “Poor Things,”
Holly Waddington
International feature film: 
“The Zone of Interest” (United
Kingdom)

The Associated Press

O’Connell 
and Eilish
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OPINION

I
t’s one of the classic lines in America

cinema. In “Butch Cassidy and the Sun-

dance Kid,” Paul Newman and Robert

Redford are cornered by a posse of law-

men, and the only escape is to leap from a cliff

into the river below. When Sundance says he

won’t jump, because he can’t swim, Butch re-

assures him: “The fall will probably kill you.”

It’s a sad metaphor for U.S. foreign policy.

As Donald Trump marches toward the Repu-

blican presidential nomination, it’s only natu-

ral to wonder what will happen if the U.S. is

once again led by an erratic, impulsive and fre-

quently destructive president. But speculat-

ing about Trump’s impact is like wondering

what happens after a precipitous plunge.

The great crisis of U.S. foreign policy isn’t

something that will materialize only if Trump

wins in November. It’s happening right now,

as America struggles to provide the aid an em-

battled Ukraine needs to survive.

On Capitol Hill, there doesn’t seem any

great urgency. A vital funding resolution has

been postponed, first by protracted negotia-

tions in the Senate — on a deal combing border

security with Ukraine aid — that ultimately

went nowhere, then by a two-week recess the

Republican-led House took after receiving

the bill the Senate eventually passed, and then

by the latest frenzied efforts to keep the U.S.

government running for a few more weeks. As

Washington dithers, the battlefield effects pile

up.

The eastern city of Avdiivka fell late last

month because Ukrainian forces lacked the

shells and bullets needed to stop unending

Russian attacks. Now, Moscow is pressing on-

ward. Russia’s air force, which previously

played a limited, unimpressive role in this

war, is getting into the fight by pulverizing ar-

eas into which the Russian army can then ad-

vance. President Vladimir Putin’s planes

would, of course, be very vulnerable to Uk-

raine’s air defenses — if Ukraine still had

enough of these systems to keep the Russian

air force at bay.

For Ukraine, the costs of a shortfall in U.S.

aid aren’t prospective or hypothetical. They

are real, and they are mounting by the day, in

lives and territory lost. Put bluntly, we are see-

ing how Ukraine loses this war — not because

of some brilliant Russian blitzkrieg, but be-

cause of the incremental accumulation of set-

backs that deprive the country of any hope of

victory, and thereby force it to accept a peace

that is effectively a strategic defeat.

Which brings us back to U.S. policy. At the

Munich Security Conference last month, and

in capitals around the world, the specter of a

Trump revival has been weighing on U.S. al-

lies. And for good reason, given that Trump is

doing all the same things — talking about

throwing allies to the wolves, fantasizing

about an assault on America’s democratic in-

stitutions — that alarmed so many U.S. friends

the first time around. 

But the Ukraine impasse should be even

more alarming to those who depend on the

U.S. for their safety. That’s because it’s hard to

believe America will send its men and women

to defend U.S. allies when the next crisis

comes, if it won’t even send money and arms to

support Ukraine in a conflict that hasn’t killed

a single U.S. service member. The Ukraine

impasse also shows that the rot in the U.S. po-

litical system goes deeper than the rantings of

arogue president.

Yes, Trump has played his shameful part in

the Ukraine debate: His resistance to fixing

America’s southern border, because he wants

to run on that issue in November, helped tank

the bipartisan agreement Senate dealmakers

produced. His opposition to Ukraine aid is em-

boldening his MAGA allies, and frightening

internationalist Republicans, in the House

right now.

But the current debate demonstrates that

the U.S. political system can be paralyzed on

critical strategic issues even when America’s

president has described Ukraine as the cen-

tral front in a great struggle between autocra-

cy and democracy, and when even a solid ma-

jority of House and Senate legislators favor

giving that country support. If this is the best

the U.S. can do under Joe Biden, it won’t take a

second Trump presidency to cast America’s

global role into doubt.

In a recent essay for Foreign Affairs, former

Secretary of Defense Robert Gates argued

that U.S. political dysfunction is abetting geo-

political instability — that a divided America

lacks the constancy and commitment needed

to hold back the forces of global disorder. The

longer the Ukraine impasse continues, the

more prescient that warning looks.

We live in an era when many longtime ver-

ities of global affairs — the advance of democ-

racy, the absence of great-power war, the rela-

tive stability of key regions — are coming into

question. So is the uber-verity that underpins

all the others: That America’s political system,

for all its foibles and absurdities, will eventu-

ally produce policies that nudge the world in a

positive direction. Whatever happens in No-

vember, the Ukraine aid stalemate is sobering

because it gives America’s friends, and its ene-

mies, a preview of what the world will look

when that’s no longer the case. It could be a ve-

ry long way down.

US is already turning its back on the world
BY HAL BRANDS

Bloomberg Opinion

Hal Brands is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist and the Henry
Kissinger Distinguished Professor at Johns Hopkins University’s
School of Advanced International Studies. This column does not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the editorial board or 
Bloomberg LP and its owners.

P
rograms designed to instill “diversi-

ty, equity and inclusion” (DEI) do

not promote racial harmony. The

trainings, which have become com-

monplace in schools, workplaces and govern-

ment agencies nationwide, may in fact be ma-

nipulative, unlicensed attempts at psycholo-

gy.

Just ask Chad Ellis.

Ellis, a former researcher at Chevron Phi-

lips Chemical Co., holds a doctorate in chemis-

try. He was forced to undergo DEI training

and “received confirmed mental health dam-

age from coerced, mandatory workplace at-

tendance at a psychological video series,” ac-

cording to Ellis’ complaint in district court

against the Oklahoma State Board of Examin-

ers of Psychologists. The techniques used in

the training mirror the psychological coercion

used in military interrogations, according to

expert witness testimony in the complaint.

Chevron used a DEI training series called

“Here and Heard,” which attacked viewers’

loyalties and personal appearances, accusing

the viewers of maintaining bias based on their

skin color. The program uses images of abuse

and genocide to create distress in viewers’

minds — which are psychological, not instruc-

tional, techniques.

DEI sessions are not simply teaching tools.

In fact, the DEI trainer in the “Here and

Heard” video said that the approach was “pur-

posefully designed to cause visceral reac-

tions,” which sounds like emotional manipula-

tion, not instruction.

The trainer was not a psychologist, though

(she was a part-time real estate agent), which

means the training program could be unli-

censed practice of psychology. In an inter-

view, Ellis said the training was “very provoc-

ative … highly graphical [with] emotional con-

tent.” He says he told his supervisors, “You

don’t have my consent to do this,” but, “I didn’t

get anywhere.” Ellis says he is not opposed to

some DEI activities, but someone with a psy-

chology license should be accountable for the

trainings’ effects.

Ellis is not asking for sympathy for facing

DEI training. Rather, he asked Oklahoma’s

board of examiners to investigate the Chevron

program to determine whether it constitutes

the practice of psychology. The board dis-

missed his complaint.

In the legal battle that ensued, with Ellis

contending that the state board should at least

make a determination, the chemist said, “Just

like if I’m exposed to a chemical spill, I deserve

to know what’s in that. If I’m exposed to some-

thing like this, I deserve to know where it’s

coming from and who stands behind it.”

Ellis is not the first to make claims such as

this. In Pennsylvania, a former professor at

Pennsylvania State Abington alleged he faced

racial discrimination and experienced harm

as part of a DEI program at the college. A dis-

trict judge is allowing the case to proceed, de-

spite university opposition.

Ellis said “Here and Heard” was “pushing

the levers of guilt and shame and humiliation

to coerce belief change.” This helps explain

why researchers have found that DEI fails to

change individual attitudes and behavior.

DEI does not appeal to our better natures. It

holds that if you do not see racism everywhere,

you are trying to maintain power over others.

That’s hardly a message that helps build cam-

araderie.

Policymakers in six states, including Okla-

homa, have either prohibited the use of tax-

payer spending on DEI programs or called for

an end to DEI in public spaces.

Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt, a Republican,

reminded residents in his executive order that

the state constitution prohibits “preferential

treatment” or discrimination based on race,

ethnicity or sex. These are the very racist ideas

DEI programs advocate for.

Chevron Phillips is a private joint venture

between Chevron and Phillips 66, so the DEI

prohibitions may not apply to them, but allow-

ing the practice of unlicensed psychologists is

still illegal. Ellis’ legal filings say “Here and

Heard” is “trying to mold the minds of these

employees and, again, practicing psychology

without any consent and without any license.”

If DEI sessions are psychological treat-

ments — from unlicensed psychologists — all

the more reason to bolster state and federal

civil rights laws, protect equality under the

law, and reject DEI and its racist results.

DEI, said to promote racial harmony, does the opposite
BY JONATHAN BUTCHER

The Heritage Foundation

Jonathan Butcher is the Will Skillman Fellow in Education at The
Heritage Foundation.
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ACROSS
 1 Author — Neale 

Hurston

 5 Educ. group

 8 Tide variety

 12 “Peek- —!”

 13 Web address

 14 Hoops legend 

Monroe

 15 Krypton, for one

 17 “Simpsons” 

bus driver

 18 “You bet!”

 19 Gym unit

 20 Start

 21 Part of NIMBY

 22 Assoc.

 23 Inventor Howe

 26 Book-lined room

 30 Lake bird

 31 The Cowboys, 

on a scoreboard

 32 Buffalo’s county

 33 Established

 35 Pretend

 36 “That hurts!”

 37 “Sheesh!”

 38 Gooey treat

 41 Humorist

 42 Mauna —

 45 Twistable cookie

 46 Mensches

 48 Taj Mahal site

 49 Melody

 50 Goofs

 51 Pre-Easter period

 52 Conceit

 53 Biblical garden

DOWN
 1 Madcap

 2 Bassoon’s kin

 3 Rips off

 4 ISP giant

 5 Washington 

Sound

 6 Snare

 7 Roker and 

Michaels

 8 Bright running 

shoe color

 9 Diner grub

 10 Prado display

 11 Conspiracy

 16 Love god

 20 Sphere

 21 Barnyard beast

 22 Sesame product

 23 Santa’s helper

 24 Bathroom, 

to a Brit

 25 Debtor’s letters

 26 Young fellow

 27 Onassis 

nickname

 28 Predetermine

 29 Longing

 31 Morning moisture

 34 Female hare

 35 Kismet

 37 Itty-bitty

 38 Baby horse

 39 Incite

 40 “Wild” actress 

Laura

 41 Kristen of 

“Bridesmaids”

 42 Kirkuk native

 43 Literary Jane

 44 Professional  

gp.

 46 Scot’s denial

 47 “Gosh!”
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SCOREBOARD

Sunday’s men’s scores
EAST

Colgate 68, Bucknell 65
Hofstra 73, Delaware 58
Lehigh 84, Boston U. 79, OT
Ohio St. 73, Rutgers 51
Penn St. 85, Maryland 69
Stony Brook 91, Drexel 88, 2OT

SOUTH
Arkansas St. 67, Appalachian St. 65
Coll. of Charleston 83, Monmouth (NJ) 59
ETSU 85, Chattanooga 84, OT
James Madison 73, Texas St. 68
Longwood 85, UNC-Asheville 59
New Orleans 78, SE Louisiana 66
Samford 84, Furman 77
Stetson 94, Austin Peay 91
Texas A&M Commerce 69, Northwest-

ern St. 64
Towson 66, UNC-Wilmington 56
UAB 74, SMU 70

MIDWEST
Drake 84, Indiana St. 80
Illinois 73, Iowa 61
Indiana 65, Michigan St. 64
Nebraska 85, Michigan 70
Omaha 73, North Dakota 72
Purdue 78, Wisconsin 70
St. Thomas (MN) 68, N. Dakota St. 58

SOUTHWEST
Temple 84, UTSA 82

FAR WEST
Hawaii 74, CS Bakersfield 57
Idaho St. 83, N. Colorado 76
Sacramento St. 74, E. Washington 69
San Francisco 72, Portland 51

Women’s conference
tournaments

America East Conference
At Higher-Seeded Schools

Semifinals
Monday, March 11

Maine vs. Binghamton
Albany (NY) vs. Vermont

American Athletic Conference
At Fort Worth, Texas

Second Round
Sunday, March 10

East Carolina 65, Memphis 53
South Florida 69, Wichita St. 62
Rice 71, UAB 56
Tulane 65, Charlotte 52

Quarterfinals
Monday, March 11

Tulsa vs. East Carolina
UTSA vs. South Florida
North Texas vs. Rice
Temple vs. Tulane

Atlantic 10 Conference
At Glen Allen, Va.

Championship
Sunday, March 10

Richmond 65, Rhode Island 51
Atlantic Coast Conference

At Greensboro, N.C.
Championship

Sunday, March 10
Notre Dame 55, NC State 51

Atlantic Sun Conference
At Higher-Seeded Schools

Semifinals
Tuesday, March 12

Cent. Arkansas vs. E. Kentucky
Florida Gulf Coast vs. Austin Peay

Big 12 Conference
At Kansas City, Mo.

Semifinals
Monday, March 11

Oklahoma vs. Iowa St.
Texas vs. Kansas St.

Big East Conference
At Uncasville, Conn.

Semifinals
Sunday, March 10

UConn 58, Marquette 29
Georgetown 55, Creighton 46

Championship
Monday, March 11

UConn vs. Georgetown
Big Sky Conference

At Boise, Idaho
Quarterfinals

Sunday, March 10
E. Washington 71, Weber St. 58
N. Arizona 81, Sacramento St. 63

Monday, March 11
Montana St. vs. N. Colorado
Montana vs. Idaho

Big South Conference
At High Point, N.C.

Championship
Sunday, March 10

Presbyterian 60, Radford 37
Big Ten Conference

At Minneapolis, Minn.
Championship

Sunday, March 10
Iowa 94, Nebraska 89, OT

Big West Conference
At Henderson, Nev.

First Round

Wednesday, March 13
UC Davis vs. Cal St.-Fullerton
UC Santa Barbara vs. Long Beach St.

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 14

UC Riverside vs. UC Santa Barbara-Long
Beach St. winner

Cal Poly vs. UC Davis-Cal St.-Fullerton
winner

Coastal Athletic Conference
At Washington, D.C.

First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Hampton vs. Hofstra
Northeastern vs. UNC-Wilmington

Second Round
Thursday, March 14

Campbell vs. Elon
William & Mary vs. Hampton-Hofstra

winner
Drexel vs. Delaware
Towson vs. Northeastern-UNC-Wilming-

ton winner
Quarterfinals

Friday, March 15
Stony Brook vs. Campbell-Elon winner
NC A&T vs. TBD
Monmouth (NJ) vs. Drexel-Delaware

winner
Coll. of Charleston vs. TBD

Conference USA Conference
At Huntsville, Ala.

First Round
Tuesday, March 12

UTEP vs. Sam Houston St.
Quarterfinals

Wednesday, March 13
Middle Tennessee vs. UTEP-Sam Hous-

ton St. winner
Liberty vs. W. Kentucky

Thursday, March 14
Louisiana Tech vs. Jacksonville St.
FIU vs. New Mexico St.

Horizon League Conference
At Higher-Seeded Schools

Semifinals
Monday, March 11

Cleveland St. vs. Wright St.
Green Bay vs. Fort Wayne

Ivy League
At New York, N.Y.

Semifinals
Friday, March 15

Princeton vs. Penn
Columbia vs. Harvard

Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference
At Atlantic City, N.J.

First Round
Tuesday, March 12

Rider vs. Iona
Quinnipiac vs. St. Peter’s
Mount St. Mary’s vs. Marist

Quarterfinals
Wednesday, March 13

Fairfield vs. Rider-Iona winner
Niagara vs. Quinnipiac-St. Peter’s win-

ner
Thursday, March 14

Siena vs. Mount St. Mary’s-Marist win-
ner

Manhattan vs. Canisius
Mid-American Conference

At Cleveland, Ohio
First Round

Wednesday, March 13
Toledo vs. W. Michigan
Buffalo vs. Bowling Green
Ball St. vs. Ohio
Kent St. vs. N. Illinois

Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
At Norfolk, Va.

First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Norfolk St. vs. SC State
Howard vs. Morgan St.

Thursday, March 14
Coppin St. vs. Md.-Eastern Shore
NC Central vs. Delaware St.

Missouri Valley Conference
At Moline, Ill.
First Round

Thursday, March 14
S. Illinois vs. Indiana St.
Illinois St. vs. Evanvilee
UIC vs. Valparaiso
Murray St. vs. Bradley

Quarterfinals
Friday, March 15

Drake vs. S. Illinois-Indiana St. winner
N. Iowa vs. Illinois St.-Evanvilee winner
Belmont vs. UIC-Valparaiso winner
Missouri St. vs. Murray St.-Bradley win-

ner
Mountain West Conference

At Las Vegas, Nev.
First Round

Sunday, March 10
Fresno St. 62, Air Force 44
San Diego St. 72, San Jose St. 51
Boise St. 85, Utah St. 49

Quarterfinals
Monday, March 11

UNLV vs. Fresno St.
Nevada vs. Colorado St.
New Mexico vs. San Diego St.

Wyoming vs. Boise St.
Northeast Conference

At Higher-Seeded Schools
First Round

Monday, March 11
Merrimack vs. CCSU
Sacred Heart vs. St. Francis (Pa.)
Fairleigh Dickinson vs. LIU
Le Moyne vs. Stonehill

Pac-12 Conference
At Las Vegas, Nev.

Championship
Sunday, March 10

Southern Cal 74, Stanford 61
Patriot League Conference
At Higher-Seeded Schools

Quarterfinals
Monday, March 11

Colgate vs. Navy
Boston U. vs. Army
Holy Cross vs. Bucknell
Loyola (Md.) vs. Lehigh

Southeastern Conference
At Higher-Seeded Schools

Championship
Sunday, March 10

South Carolina 79, LSU 72
Southern Conference

At Asheville, N.C.
Championship

Sunday, March 10
Chattanooga 69, UNC-Greensboro 60

Southland Conference
At Lake Charles, La.

First Round
Monday, March 11

Texas A&M-Commerce vs. Northwest-
ern St.

New Orleans vs. Nicholls
Quarterfinals

Tuesday, March 12
Incarnate Word vs. Texas A&M-Com-

merce-Northwestern St. winner
SE Louisiana vs. New Orleans-Nicholls-

winner
Semifinals

Wednesday, March 13
Lamar vs. TBD
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi vs. TBD

Southwest Athletic Conference
At Birmingham, Ala.

First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Grambling St. vs. Florida A&M
Jackson St. vs. Prairie View

Thursday, March 14
Southern U. vs. Alcorn St.
Ark.-Pine Bluff vs. Alabama A&M

Summit League Conference
At Sioux Falls, S.D.

Quarterfinals
Saturday, March 9

N. Dakota St. 72, Denver 60
S. Dakota St. 66, Omaha 53

Sunday, March 10
South Dakota 70, St. Thomas 57
Oral Roberts 91, North Dakota 68

Semifinals
Monday, March 11

N. Dakota St. vs. Oral Roberts
S. Dakota St. vs. South Dakota

Sun Belt Conference
At Pensacola, Fla.

Semifinals
Sunday, March 10

Marshall 76, Old Dominion 70
James Madison 64, Louisiana-Lafayette

54
Championship

Monday, March 11
Marshall vs. James Madison

West Coast Conference
At Las Vegas, Nev.

Semifinals
Monday, March 11

Gonzaga vs. Pacific
Santa Clara vs. Portland

Western Athletic Conference
At Las Vegas, Nev.

First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Texas-Arlington vs. S. Utah
Abilene Christian vs. Tarleton State

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 14

Utah Tech vs. Texas-Arlington-S. Utah
winner

Stephen F. Austin vs. Abilene Christian-
Tarleton State winner

Semifinals
Friday, March 15

Cal Baptist vs. TBD
Grand Canyon vs. TBD

Women’s NCAA automatic bids
UT-Martin, Ohio Valley Conference
Chattanooga, Southern Conference
Iowa, Big Ten Conference
Notre Dame, Atlantic Coast Conference
South Carolina, Southeastern Confe-

rence
Richmond, Atlantic 10 Conference
Southern Cal, Pac-12 Conference
Presbyterian, Big South Conference

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Sunday’s transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
American League

HOUSTON ASTROS — Optioned RHP For-
rest Whitley to Sugar Land (PCL).

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Optioned RHPs
Royber Salinas and Joey Estes, LHP Brady
Basso, 3B Jordan Diaz and OF Lazaro Ar-
menteros to Las Vegas (PCL).

SEATTLE MARINERS — Agreed to terms
with RHP Ryne Stanek on a one-year con-
tract. Placed RHP Jackson Kowar on the
60-day IL. Optioned RHP Ty Adcock to Ta-
coma (PCL). 

TEXAS RANGERS — Optioned RHPs Cole
Winn and Jose Corniell, LHP Antoine Kelly,
C Sam Huff and SS Jonathan Ornelas to
Round Rock (PCL).

National League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Optioned
RHPs Justin Martinez, Cristian Mena and
Peter Strzelecki, INF Jordan Lawlar and OF
Jorge Barrosa to Reno (PCL). 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Optioned C Je-
ferson Quero and OF Chris Roller to Nash-
ville (IL) and RHP Bradley Blalock to Biloxi
(SL).

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Agreed to
terms with OF Eddie Rosario on a minor
league contract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA — Fined Minnesota C Rudy Gobert
$100,000 for directing an inappropriate
and unprofessional gesture toward a
game official, and publicly criticizing the
officiating during a March 8 game at Cle-
veland.

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES — Signed G DeJon
Jarreau to a 10-day contract.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

NEW YORK GIANTS — Agreed to terms
with LS Casey Kreiter.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Announced
the retirement of DT Fletcher Cox.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Signed F Lan-
don Slaggert to a two-year, entry-level
contract.

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Recalled F
Carson Meyer from Cleveland (AHL).

NEW YORK RANGERS — Signed G Louis
Dominigue to a one-way, one-year con-
tract extension. 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — Reinstated
RW Bryan Rust from injured reserve.

ST. LOUIS BLUES — Promoted D Matt
Kessel from Springfield (AHL).

DEALS

Shriners Children’s 500
NASCAR Cup Series

Sunday 
At Phoenix Raceway

Avondale, Ariz.
Lap length: 1.00 miles

(Start position in parentheses)
1. (13) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 312 laps,

50 points.
2. (14) Chris Buescher, Ford, 312, 36. 
3. (2) Ty Gibbs, Toyota, 312, 43. 
4. (18) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 312, 35. 
5. (16) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 312, 41. 
6. (12) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 312, 31. 
7. (11) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 312, 37. 
8. (9) Michael McDowell, Ford, 312, 32. 
9. (8) Chase Briscoe, Ford, 312, 30. 
10. (6) Tyler Reddick, Toyota, 312, 46. 
11. (1) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 312, 42. 
12. (7) Noah Gragson, Ford, 312, 28. 
13. (15) Daniel Suárez, Chevrolet, 312, 24. 
14. (17) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 312, 23. 
15. (10) Carson Hocevar, Chevrolet, 312,

22. 
16. (22) Bubba Wallace, Toyota, 312, 21. 
17. (29) Todd Gilliland, Ford, 312, 20. 
18. (5) William Byron, Chevrolet, 312, 31. 
19. (3) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 312, 28. 
20. (25) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 312, 17. 
21. (20) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Chevrolet,

312, 16. 
22. (31) Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, 311, 15. 
23. (27) Ryan Preece, Ford, 311, 14. 
24. (33) Justin Haley, Ford, 311, 13. 
25. (19) John H. Nemechek, Toyota, 311,

12. 
26. (36) Josh Berry, Ford, 310, 11. 
27. (24) Harrison Burton, Ford, 310, 10. 
28. (21) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 310, 9. 
29. (28) Zane Smith, Chevrolet, 309, 8. 
30. (32) Kaz Grala, Ford, 309, 7. 
31. (4) Erik Jones, Toyota, 305, 13. 
32. (30) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 304, 5. 
33. (35) Corey LaJoie, Chevrolet, acci-

dent, 204, 4. 
34. (23) Joey Logano, Ford, accident, 203,

3. 
35. (26) Derek Kraus, Chevrolet, acci-

dent, 203, 2. 
36. (34) Austin Cindric, Ford, accident, 6,

1. 
Race statistics

Average speed of race winner: 103.564
mph. 

Time of race: 3 hours, .0 minutes, 45 sec-
onds. 

Margin of victory: 5.465 seconds. 
Caution flags: 6 for 40 laps. 
Lead changes: 10 among 6 drivers. 
Lap leaders: D.Hamlin 0; T.Gibbs 1-57;

T.Reddick 58-64; D.Hamlin 65-119; T.Gilli-
land 120-133; T.Reddick 134-180; C.Bell 181-
189; D.Hamlin 190-202; T.Reddick 203-216;
M.Truex 217-271; C.Bell 272-312 

Leaders summary (driver, times led,
laps led): T.Reddick, 3 times for 68 laps;
D.Hamlin, 3 times for 68 laps; T.Gibbs, 1
time for 57 laps; M.Truex, 1 time for 55 laps;
C.Bell, 2 times for 50 laps; T.Gilliland, 1 time
for 14 laps. 

Wins: K.Larson, 1; W.Byron, 1; D.Suárez,
1; C.Bell, 1. 

Top 16 in points: 1. R.Blaney, 151; 2. K.Lar-

son, 141; 3. M.Truex, 141; 4. W.Byron, 134; 5.
T.Reddick, 130; 6. T.Gibbs, 130; 7. R.Chas-
tain, 129; 8. D.Hamlin, 129; 9. C.Elliott, 123;
10. D.Suárez, 114; 11. K.Busch, 110; 12.
C.Bell, 102; 13. A.Bowman, 99; 14. B.Wal-
lace, 97; 15. A.Cindric, 87; 16. C.Buescher,
86.

Grand Prix of St. Petersburg
IndyCar Series

Sunday 
At Streets of St. Petersburg

St.Petersburg, Fla.
Lap length: 1.8 miles

(Start position in parentheses)
1. (1) Josef Newgarden, Dallara-Chevro-

let, 100 laps, Running.
2. (3) Pato O’Ward, Dallara-Chevrolet,

100, Running. 
3. (9) Scott McLaughlin, 100, Running. 
4. (8) Will Power, Dallara-Chevrolet, 100,

Running. 
5. (4) Colton Herta, Dallara-Honda, 100,

Running. 
6. (13) Alex Palou, Dallara-Honda, 100,

Running. 
7. (2) Felix Rosenqvist, Dallara-Chevro-

let, 100, Running. 
8. (15) Alexander Rossi, Dallara-Chevro-

let, 100, Running. 
9. (11) Scott Dixon, Dallara-Honda, 100,

Running. 
11. (14) Santino Ferrucci, Dallara-Chev-

rolet, 100, Running. 
12. (18) Kyle Kirkwood, Dallara-Honda,

100, Running. 
13. (16) Callum Ilott, 100, Running. 
14. (23) Kyffin Simpson, 100, Running. 
15. (26) Pietro Fittipaldi, 100, Running. 
16. (22) Graham Rahal, Dallara-Honda,

100, Running. 
17. (17) Tom Blomqvist, Dallara-Honda,

100, Running. 
18. (20) Agustin Canapino, Dallara-Chev-

rolet, 100, Running. 
19. (27) Jack Harvey, Dallara-Honda, 100,

Running. 
20. (12) Christian Lundgaard, Dallara-

Honda, 100, Running. 
21. (21) Christian Rasmussen, 99, Run-

ning. 
22. (25) Colin Braun, 99, Running. 
23. (19) Linus Lundqvist, Dallara-Honda,

97, Running. 
24. (5) Romain Grosjean, Dallara-Honda,

82, Did not finish. 
25. (6) Marcus Ericsson, Dallara-Honda,

52, Did not finish. 
27. (10) Marcus Armstrong, Dallara-Hon-

da, 25, Did not finish. 
Race statistics

Average speed of race winner: 96.867
mph. 

Time of race: 01:51:29.5954. 
Margin of victory: 7.9121 seconds. 
Cautions: 3 for 9 laps. 
Lead changes: 4 among 3 drivers. 
Lap leaders: Newgarden 1-28, Lund-

gaard 29-35, Newgarden 36-65, Herta 66,
Newgarden 67. 

Points: Newgarden 54, O’Ward 40,
McLaughlin 35, Power 32, Herta 31, Palou
28, Rosenqvist 26, Rossi 24, Dixon 22, Vee-
Kay 20. 

AUTO RACING

MLS

Saturday, March 9

Portland 2, New York City FC 1
Toronto FC 1, Charlotte FC 0
Atlanta 4, New England 1
Columbus 2, Chicago 1
New York 2, FC Dallas 1
Minnesota 3, Orlando City 2
Seattle at Philadelphia
St Louis City 2, Austin FC 2, tie
Colorado 2, Real Salt Lake 1
Sporting Kansas City 0, Los Angeles FC 0,

tie
Vancouver 2, San Jose 0

Sunday, March 10

D.C. United 0, Cincinnati 0, tie
LA Galaxy 2, Nashville 2, tie
CF Montréal 3, Miami 2

Saturday, March 16

CF Montréal at Chicago
Miami at D.C. United
Colorado at Seattle
New York at Columbus
Toronto FC at New York City FC
Philadelphia at Austin FC
Vancouver at FC Dallas
Portland at Houston
San Jose at Sporting Kansas City
Los Angeles FC at Minnesota
Charlotte FC at Nashville
St Louis City at LA Galaxy

PRO SOCCER

Arnold Palmer Invitational
PGA Tour
Sunday

At Bay Hill Club
Orlando, Fla.

Purse: $20 million
Yardage: 7,466; Par: 72

Final Round
Scottie Scheffler, $4,000,000 70-67-70-66—273 -15
Wyndham Clark, $2,200,000 71-66-71-70—278 -10
Shane Lowry, $1,400,000 66-71-70-72—279 -9
Russell Henley, $920,000 68-69-72-72—281 -7
Will Zalatoris, $920,000 69-69-71-72—281 -7
Sahith Theegala, $730,000 68-72-75-68—283 -5
Brendon Todd, $730,000 74-67-72-70—283 -5
Byeong Hun An, $579,000 71-69-76-68—284 -4
Emiliano Grillo, $579,000 69-70-74-71—284 -4
Max Homa, $579,000 71-69-71-73—284 -4
Andrew Putnam, $579,000 71-71-72-70—284 -4
Brian Harman, $389,667 69-68-77-71—285 -3
Lee Hodges, $389,667 68-73-72-72—285 -3
Tom Hoge, $389,667 72-71-69-73—285 -3
Hideki Matsuyama, $389,667 67-70-72-76—285 -3
Nick Taylor, $389,667 69-71-74-71—285 -3
Justin Thomas, $389,667 69-71-72-73—285 -3
Corey Conners, $289,000 70-71-71-74—286 -2
Cameron Davis, $289,000 72-70-74-70—286 -2

LIV Golf Hong Kong
Sunday

At Hong Kong Golf Club
Sheung Shui, Hong Kong

Purse: $20 million
Yardate: 6,710; Par: 70

Final Round
(x-won on first playoff hole)

x-Abraham Ancer, $4,000,000 63-62-72—197 -13
Paul Casey, $1,875,000 66-67-64—197 -13
Cameron Smith, $1,875,000 67-64-66—197 -13
Joaquin Niemann, $900,000 67-68-63—198 -12
Carlos Ortiz, $900,000 68-64-66—198 -12
Kevin Na, $650,000 67-68-64—199 -11
Bryson Dechambeau, $650,000 65-68-66—199 -11
Richard Bland, $396,071 66-68-66—200 -10
Charles Howell III, $396,071 64-69-67—200 -10
Graeme McDowell, $396,071 69-64-67—200 -10
Dean Burmester, $396,071 63-69-68—200 -10
Ian Poulter, $396,071 66-66-68—200 -10
Henrik Stenson, $396,071 66-65-69—200 -10
Jon Rahm, $396,071 67-64-69—200 -10
Lucas Herbert, $278,750 70-64-67—201 -9
Adrian Meronk, $278,750 68-64-69—201 -9
Harold Varner III, $278,750 63-67-71—201 -9

GOLF

PWHL

GP W L OW OL Pts GF GA

Toronto 16 8 5 3 0 30 43 34

Montreal 17 7 4 3 3 30 41 40

Minnesota 16 6 4 3 3 27 35 32

Boston 15 4 6 3 2 20 33 38

Ottawa 16 5 6 0 5 20 41 45

New York 16 2 7 4 3 17 35 39

Teams awarded three (3) points for a
regulation win, two (2) points for an over-
time or shootout win, one (1) point for an
overtime or shootout loss, and zero (0)
points for a regulation time loss.

Sunday’s games
Boston 3, New York 2, OT
Ottawa 4, Montreal 2

Wednesday’s game
Boston at Minnesota

Saturday’s games
New York at Minnesota
Ottawa at Boston

PRO HOCKEY
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SOCCER/NHL

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Florida 65 44 17 4 92 217 153

Boston 66 38 13 15 91 222 179

Toronto 64 37 19 8 82 231 201

Tampa Bay 65 34 25 6 74 224 219

Detroit 64 33 25 6 72 221 211

Buffalo 65 30 30 5 65 189 195

Montreal 64 24 30 10 58 180 229

Ottawa 62 25 33 4 54 200 220

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

N.Y. Rangers 63 41 18 4 86 210 172

Carolina 64 39 19 6 84 216 177

Philadelphia 65 33 24 8 74 192 194

N.Y. Islanders 63 29 20 14 72 197 206

Washington 62 30 23 9 69 170 194

New Jersey 64 31 29 4 66 211 224

Pittsburgh 63 28 27 8 64 180 184

Columbus 64 22 32 10 54 192 232

Western Conference

Central Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Dallas 66 40 17 9 89 242 199

Winnipeg 63 40 18 5 85 193 153

Colorado 65 40 20 5 85 241 197

Nashville 66 37 25 4 78 211 201

Minnesota 65 31 27 7 69 204 215

St. Louis 64 32 29 3 67 179 199

Arizona 65 26 34 5 57 192 218

Chicago 65 17 43 5 39 138 233

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Vancouver 66 42 17 7 91 234 178

Edmonton 63 39 21 3 81 222 180

Los Angeles 63 32 20 11 75 194 171

Vegas 64 34 23 7 75 207 191

Seattle 63 28 24 11 67 174 179

Calgary 64 31 28 5 67 200 206

Anaheim 64 23 38 3 49 167 229

San Jose 63 16 40 7 39 139 250

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Sunday’s games

Edmonton 4, Pittsburgh 0
Minnesota 4, Nashville 3, OT
Carolina 7, Calgary 2
Chicago 7, Arizona 4
N.Y. Islanders 6, Anaheim 1

Monday’s games

New Jersey at N.Y. Rangers
St. Louis at Boston
Washington at Winnipeg
N.Y. Islanders at Los Angeles

Tuesday’s games

Columbus at Montreal
Detroit at Buffalo
N.Y. Rangers at Carolina
Pittsburgh at Ottawa
San Jose at Philadelphia
Arizona at Minnesota
Florida at Dallas
Anaheim at Chicago
Colorado at Calgary
Vegas at Seattle

NHL scoreboard

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Minnesota

pulled its goaltender in overtime

and Matt Boldy scored to lift the

Wild to a 4-3 victory over the Nash-

ville Predators on Sunday.

Wild goalie Marc-Andre Fleury

skated off 3:30 into OT, giving Min-

nesota a 4-on-3 advantage. Sec-

onds later, Boldy got a pass from

Mats Zuccarello and beat Preda-

tors goalie Juuse Saros for his 24th

goal.

Had Nashville scored an empty-

netter after Fleury was pulled,

Minnesota (31-27-7) would have

forfeited its point for the overtime

loss. But the Wild are trying to rally

into a playoff spot, so coach John

Hynes tried a risky gamble.

“We need two points,” Hynes

said. “One point, zero points, it’s

not doing us any good. Two points

is what we need.”

Nashville’s Ryan O’Reilly

scored a power-play goal with 2:02

remaining in regulation, helping

the Predators avoid what would

have been their first regulation

loss since Feb. 15. Nashville is 10-

0-2 in its past 12 games.

“It was a gutsy play by them,”

O’Reilly said. “It’s frustrating.

We’re good in shootouts. Who

knows, we get there, we have an-

other chance to get two.”

Players in Minnesota’s locker

room were unaware that, had

Nashville scored an empty-netter

in overtime, the Wild would have

forfeited their point.

That included Fleury, who said

he couldn’t recall the last time he

was pulled for an extra attacker in

an overtime game.

“I’ll remember this one,” Fleury

said. “It was such a great feeling,

great ending to the game here.”

Oilers 4, Penguins 0: Connor

McDavid had a goal and two as-

sists, sending visiting Edmonton to

the victory.

Darnell Nurse scored twice in

the third period. Mattias Ekholm

had a goal and an assist for the Oil-

ers, who snapped a two-game los-

ing streak by shutting down the

struggling Penguins.

Pittsburgh has lost six of its past

seven and was blanked in back-to-

back home games for the first time

since 2004.

Islanders 6, Ducks 1:Bo Horvat

and Brock Nelson each had a goal

and an assist, and visiting New

York moved into a playoff position

with its sixth straight win.

The Islanders scored three

times in the first period and have

outscored opponents 11-0 in the

first 20 minutes during their win-

ning streak.

Anaheim’s Alex Killorn extend-

ed his goal streak to four games

during the second period.

Hurricanes 7, Flames 2:Sebas-

tian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov

each had a goal and two assists, po-

wering host Carolina to its third

consecutive victory.

Jalen Chatfield, Seth Jarvis and

Teuvo Teravainen each had a goal

and an assist for the Hurricanes.

Brent Burns and Jordan Marti-

nook also scored, and Jordan Staal

and Jesperi Kotkaniemi each had

two assists.

Blackhawks 7, Coyotes 4: Co-

lin Blackwell got his first career

hat trick and Connor Bedard had

two goals and an assist, leading

host Chicago to the victory.

It was the last-place Black-

hawks’s highest scoring game of

the season.

Clayton Keller had two goals for

Arizona, running his team-best to-

tal to 25 on the season.

STACY BENGS/AP

Wild goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury (29) celebrates with teammates after defeating the Predators in
overtime on Sunday in St. Paul, Minn. Fleury was pulled in OT and Minnesota scored with the extra skater.

ROUNDUP

Wild pull goalie in
OT, beat Predators

Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Lindsey Horan

scored on a header in first-half

stoppage time and the United

States went on to beat Brazil 1-0 on

Sunday to win the CONCACAF

Women’s Gold Cup.

The Americans lifted the trophy

despite being stunned by a loss to

Mexico in the group stage of the

tournament. It was the first wom-

en’s Gold Cup, created to bring

teams in the region more mea-

ningful competition.

“It was a difficult game. Brazil

challenged us in a different way,”

Horan said. “I’m really, really

proud of us finding a way to get a

goal and finishing out the game

and getting a trophy.”

It was the fourth time that the

United States faced Brazil in a

tournament final. The Americans

also won the previous three, in-

cluding the 2004 and 2008 Olym-

pics.

The game drew a sellout crowd

of 31,528 to San Diego’s Snapdrag-

on Stadium.

Horan scored just moments into

stoppage time with a header off a

well-placed lofted pass from Emi-

ly Fox. It was Horan’s third goal of

the tournament; her earlier goals

were from the penalty spot.

Lynn Williams nearly scored a

second for the United States in the

79th minute but the play was off-

sides. Casey Krueger headed out a

dangerous Brazilian cross in the

final moments.

Brazil outshot the United States

12-7 and at times appeared the

more dominant team.

“It’s not always pretty, and this

was a game that we just grinded

through.” defender Crystal Dunn

said. “We got the job done and

that’s the most important.”

The United States was upset in

the group stage of the tournament

by a 2-0 loss to Mexico — just the

second loss in the 43-game series.

The Americans rebounded with

a 3-0 win over Colombia in the

quarterfinals, before advancing to

the final on penalties in a rain-

soaked match with Canada.

“That was a crazy tournament,

but finished strong,” forward Alex

Morgan said. “That’s what mat-

tered. So many players coming up

big time.”

Brazil won all of its five match-

es, including a 3-0 victory over

Mexico in the semifinals, scoring

15 goals.

The Brazilians allowed just two

total goals in the team’s first com-

petitive tournament under coach

Arthur Elias, who took over for Pia

Sundhage after Brazil failed to get

out of the group stage at last sum-

mer’s Women’s World Cup.

“The American players are ve-

ry strong physically speaking and

I believe that we had a great per-

formance during the game,” Elias

said through a translator after the

game. “We had chances to score

goals today. The U.S. had some

strengths that we were able to

stop, but they were very well pre-

pared as well to play our team to-

day.”

Likewise, the United States was

playing its first tournament under

interim coach Twila Kilgore, who

assumed her role after the U.S.

parted ways with coach Vlatko

Andonovski following the team’s

early exit from the World Cup.

The United States hired Emma

Hayes as the team’s coach, but she

is concluding the season with

Chelsea in the Women’s Super

League.

“I’m just so happy for the team,”

Kilgore said. “This is a team and a

program that will always have at-

tention and expectations on it. We

always say that pressure is a privi-

lege and it is, but it’s another thing

to walk the walk.”

GREGORY BULL/AP

The United States’ Lindsey Horan celebrates after scoring a goal
during the first half of the CONCACAF Gold Cup tournament final.

Horan goal lifts US
to Gold Cup trophy

Associated Press
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AUTO RACING

AVONDALE, Ariz. — Chris-

topher Bell and the rest of Joe

Gibbs Racing have been through

more than their share of heart-

break in the desert.

Owner Joe Gibbs’ son, the

team’s vice chairman, died unex-

pectedly in Phoenix two years ago.

Last fall, a broken brake rotor

spoiled Bell’s NASCAR Cup Series

championship hopes in the Valley

of the Sun.

Winning at Phoenix Raceway

will never erase the anguish, but

it’s certainly another step in the

healing process.

Bell surged into the lead when

Martin Truex Jr. was forced to pit

and then pulled away for an emo-

tional NASCAR Cup Series win at

Phoenix Raceway on Sunday.

“This one feels really good,”

Bell said. “You don’t get cars like

that very often, as you know. Just

super, super proud to be on this 20

car.”

JGR has been through a whirl-

wind of emotions in Phoenix.

In 2022, hours after Ty Gibbs

won an Xfinity season champion-

ship for his grandfather’s team,

vice chairman Coy Gibbs was

found dead in his hotel room. Ty’s

father was 49.

Bell and JGR returned to Phoe-

nix Raceway in November as part

of the championship four vying for

the Cup Series title. Instead of

mending emotions, the team left

dejected after Bell’s car broke

early in the race.

Given another shot, Bell held his

emotions in check and the crew

gave him the fastest car on a per-

fect afternoon in the desert that

ended with a massive celebration

on victory lane.

“It is a little bit cathartic,” Bell’s

crew chief Adam Stevens said.

Bell’s win in the No. 20 Toyota

also ended Chevrolet’s perfect

start to the season after winning

the first three races. He is the

eighth different winner in eight

races at Phoenix Raceway’s mile

tri-oval.

Chris Buescher finished second

after wrecking 27 laps into last

week’s race in Las Vegas and Ty

Gibbs was third for his career-best

finish. Brad Keselowski and Ryan

Blaney rounded out the top five.

“We had a rough go last week,”

Buescher said. “This was good to

get everybody back to prove that

we’re in this together and we’re go-

ing to win one of these things as a

team.”

The Phoenix race marked the

debut of NASCAR’s new aerody-

namics package for short tracks in

hopes of producing more passing

on tracks of a mile or less and road

courses. Goodyear also produced

tires with thicker treads designed

to retain heat and increase lap-

time falloff.

Starting 13th, Bell took advan-

tage of the changes, overcoming a

slow pit stop to charge back to the

front. Bell moved into the lead with

40 laps to go when leader Truex

had to pit for fuel and tires.

Bell led the final 49 laps for his

seventh career Cup Series victory

and the first since Homestead in

October.

“I drove a rocket ship today,”

Bell said. “It just took off.”

Truex and his crew made calcu-

lated gamble on lap 217, opting to

stay out when most of the leaders

went into the pits.

The JGR driver stayed in the

lead, hoping he would have

enough fuel and his tires would

hold out long enough to reach the

checkered flag. Neither happened

and Truex was forced to the pits.

He finished seventh.

Pole sitter Denny Hamlin took

advantage of having the first stall

to twice take the lead out of the

pits, but ran into trouble with

about 100 laps left.

Trying to pass Reddick, Ham-

lin’s No. 11 car got loose and he

spun out, causing a caution that

sent most of the cars to the pits.

Hamlin dropped to 23rd after a pit

stop and finished 11th.

“Just got in too deep and tried

not to wreck him,” Hamlin said.

“Just ended up wrecking our-

selves.”

DARRYL WEBB/AP 

Christopher Bell does a burnout after his NASCAR Cup Series win at Phoenix Raceway on Sunday in Avon-
dale, Ariz. After losing at Phoenix in November, Bell returned to secure an emotional victory.

Bell gets emotional win for
NASCAR’s Gibbs at Phoenix

BY JOHN MARSHALL

Associated Press 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. —

Team Penske silenced recent

criticism aimed at series leader-

ship by dominating the IndyCar

season-opening race with a Josef

Newgarden win from the pole

Sunday on the downtown streets

of St. Petersburg.

Pato O’Ward of Arrow McLa-

ren Racing broke up the Penske

rout with a second-place finish,

but Penske drivers Scott

McLaughlin and Will Power fin-

ished third and fourth. The

Penske trio finished ahead of ev-

ery Andretti Global driver two

days after team owner Michael

Andretti called on Roger Penske

to sell the IndyCar Series if he’s

not willing to increase his invest-

ments in promotion and market-

ing.

“I think for Roger, the Team

Penske and the Penske Entertain-

ment is very separate, and for

him, he’s got to put those hats on

and see the good of the sport,”

McLaughlin said. “It’s part of

owning the series, you think,

you’re going to get called left,

right and center from people up-

set with your adjustments or what

you want from the series.

“You’re never going to have it

all fine and dandy.”

Colton Herta in fifth was the

highest-finishing driver for An-

dretti, which had a bust of a day

with new driver Marcus Ericsson.

The former Indianapolis 500 win-

ner lost power midway through

the race and finished 25th in the

27-car field. Ericsson was the de-

fending race winner at St. Pete,

which celebrated its 20th running

of the popular street course event.

Reigning IndyCar champion

Alex Palou finished sixth for Chip

Ganassi Racing and Felix Ro-

senqvist was seventh in his debut

race with Meyer Shank Racing.

Alexander Rossi of McLaren

was eighth, while Scott Dixon of

Ganassi and Rinus VeeKay of Ed

Carpenter Racing rounded out

the top 10. Santino Ferrucci was

an impressive 11th for A.J. Foyt

Racing, which created an alliance

with Penske.

The win for Penske is his third

season-opening win this year

alone. His IMSA sports car team

won the Rolex 24 at Daytona and

his other sports car team won the

WEC opener in Qatar last week.

“As a team, we’re stoked. We

just put a lot of hard work into the

season,” McLaughlin said. “It’s

just a good team. It’s a great busi-

ness relationship. We’re just go-

ing to keep winning.”

Penske hugged Newgarden in

victory lane and the NBC cameras

caught their conversation: “I was

thinking of you at the end of that

race, keep it together, like you

told me.”

Newgarden then expanded on

the conversation.

“Roger was telling me, if you

have a big lead, you better hold

onto it and not throw it in the

wall,” Newgarden said. “It’s great

to have these little intimate mo-

ments with RP. He wants us to be

out there crushing it and win-

ning.”

He said that during the last 10

laps of the race, all he could think

about was the look he’d see on

Penske’s face if he threw the win

away.

MIKE CARLSON/AP 

Team Penske driver Josef Newgarden of the U.S., right, celebrates
his win with team owner Roger Penske after the IndyCar Firestone
Grand Prix of St. Petersburg race Sunday in St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Newgarden, Penske
dominate IndyCar
opener amid gripes

BY JENNA FRYER

Associated Press 
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NBA

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB

Boston 49 14 .778 —

New York 37 27 .578 12½

Philadelphia 36 28 .563 13½

Brooklyn 26 39 .400 24

Toronto 23 41 .359 26½

Southeast Division

W L Pct GB

Orlando 37 28 .569 —

Miami 35 29 .547 1½

Atlanta 29 35 .453 7½

Charlotte 16 48 .250 20½

Washington 11 53 .172 25½

Central Division

W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 42 23 .646 —

Cleveland 41 23 .641 ½

Indiana 36 29 .554 6

Chicago 31 33 .484 10½

Detroit 10 53 .159 31

Western Conference

Southwest Division

W L Pct GB

New Orleans 39 25 .609 —

Dallas 36 28 .563 3

Houston 29 35 .453 10

Memphis 22 43 .338 17½

San Antonio 14 50 .219 25

Northwest Division

W L Pct GB

Oklahoma City 45 19 .703 —

Denver 44 20 .688 1

Minnesota 44 21 .677 1½

Utah 28 36 .438 17

Portland 18 45 .286 26½

Pacific Division

W L Pct GB

L.A. Clippers 41 22 .651 —

Phoenix 37 27 .578 4½

Sacramento 36 27 .571 5

L.A. Lakers 36 30 .545 6½

Golden State 33 30 .524 8

Saturday’s games

L.A. Clippers 112, Chicago 102 
Charlotte 110, Brooklyn 99 
Dallas 142, Detroit 124 
Boston 117, Phoenix 107 
San Antonio 126, Golden State 113 
Denver 142, Utah 121 
Portland 128, Toronto 118, OT 

Sunday’s games

Milwaukee 124, L.A. Clippers 117 
New Orleans 116, Atlanta 103 
Washington 110, Miami 108 
Houston 112, Sacramento 104 
Indiana 111, Orlando 97 
Oklahoma City 124, Memphis 93 
Brooklyn 120, Cleveland 101 
Philadelphia 79, New York 73 
L.A. Lakers 120, Minnesota 109 

Monday’s games

Charlotte at Detroit 
Phoenix at Cleveland 
Dallas at Chicago 
Golden State at San Antonio 
Toronto at Denver 
Boston at Portland 

Tuesday’s games

Philadelphia at New York 
Indiana at Oklahoma City 
Washington at Memphis 
Houston at San Antonio 
Boston at Utah 
Milwaukee at Sacramento 
Minnesota at L.A. Clippers 

Wednesday’s games

Brooklyn at Orlando 
Toronto at Detroit 
Chicago at Indiana 
Denver at Miami 
Charlotte at Memphis 
Cleveland at New Orleans 
Golden State at Dallas 
Atlanta at Portland 
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento 

Scoring leaders

Through Sunday

G FG FT PTS AVG

Doncic, DAL 56 662 399 1943 34.7

Gil.-Alex., OKC 63 692 492 1960 31.1

Antetokoun., MIL 62 713 451 1910 30.8

Durant, PHO 57 586 317 1615 28.3

Mitchell, CLE 47 454 248 1315 28.0

Booker, PHO 50 480 307 1377 27.5

Brunson, NY 59 567 307 1596 27.1

Fox, SAC 55 546 244 1487 27.0

Tatum, BOS 60 548 329 1613 26.9

Curry, GS 59 523 254 1590 26.9

Scoreboard

NEW YORK — When a miser-

able first quarter ended and they

had just 15 points, the Philadel-

phia 76ers felt good about where

they were.

The New York Knicks had been

every bit as bad.

The 76ers kept up the good de-

fense and eventually played just a

little better offensively, holding

the Knicks to the lowest points to-

tal in the NBA this season and win-

ning 79-73 on Sunday night in the

ugly opener of a two-game series.

Kelly Oubre Jr. had 18 points

and 10 rebounds for the 76ers, who

missed their first nine 3-point at-

tempts before making one in the

final minute of the first quarter,

which ended in a 15-all tie.

“Any defensive coach would

take that quarter,” swingman

Buddy Hield said. “Offensively,

no, but we got great possessions ...

and we figured out a way to weath-

er the storm and we made plays

when we needed to make plays.”

Less than two months after Joel

Embiid scored 70 points by him-

self to set a 76ers franchise record,

it appeared for a while that neither

team might get that many Sunday.

Philadelphia led 37-31 at half-

time, the lowest-scoring first half

in an NBA game since Portland

led Detroit 34-31 on March 30,

2019, in a game the Pistons won

99-90.

The scoring picked up in the

second half, when the 76ers finally

got enough contributions to snap a

three-game losing streak. Hield

had 16 points and Paul Reed added

13.

Tobias Harris finished with 11

points and 12 rebounds for the

76ers, who had been handled by

the Knicks in the two previous

meetings this season but can now

split the series with a victory when

the teams meet again Tuesday at

Madison Square Garden.

The Knicks shot 32.5% from the

field and 22.5% from 3-point

range. Jalen Brunson led the

Knicks with 19 points but shot just

6-for-22.

“We were sending a lot of peo-

ple at him and he was having to

work really hard to get into the

paint, and we weren’t letting him

get there that often,” 76ers coach

Nick Nurse said.

Thunder 124, Grizzlies 93:

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander had 23

points and six assists in three

quarters and host Oklahoma City

rolled past Memphis.

Rookie Cason Wallace scored a

season-high 23 points, Josh Gid-

dey had 16 points and 10 rebounds

and Lu Dort scored 14 points and

made all four of his 3-point tries

for the Thunder. Oklahoma City

won its third straight to stay at the

top of the Western Conference

standings.

The only bad news for the Thun-

der came when No. 2 scorer Jalen

Williams left in the second quarter

with a sprained right ankle and

did not return. Coach Mark Daig-

neault offered no update after the

game, saying the team would look

at it in the morning.

Lakers 120, Timberwolves

109: Anthony Davis had 27

points, a season-high 25 rebounds

and a career-high seven steals

while leading host Los Angeles

over short-handed Minnesota.

Davis added five assists and

three blocked shots in one of the

most prolific games of his decorat-

ed career. The nine-time All-Star

feasted on a Minnesota lineup

missing its top two big men and

four regulars due to injuries, grab-

bing 21 rebounds in the second

half alone and leading a 21-4 rally

to begin the fourth quarter while

the Lakers pulled away to their

12th win in 17 games.

LeBron James had 29 points,

nine assists and eight rebounds,

while Austin Reaves added 19

points as the Lakers (36-30) im-

proved to six games above .500 for

the first time this season.

Pacers 111, Magic 97: Tyrese

Haliburton and Pascal Siakam

each scored 20 points and visiting

Indiana closed within a game of

Orlando in the Eastern Confe-

rence standings.

T.J. McConnell and Obi Toppin

each added 17 points for Indiana.

Aaron Nesmith had 16.

Paolo Banchero had 19 points

for Orlando, Cole Anthony added

16 and Wendell Carter had 13

points and 15 rebounds. The Mag-

ic have dropped two in a row for

the first time since Jan. 22-26.

Rockets 112, Kings 104: Fred

VanVleet scored 22 points, Jalen

Green added 19 and visiting Hous-

ton beat Sacramento, but might

have lost leading scorer Alperen

Sengun to a right knee injury.

Sengun landed awkwardly

while challenging a shot by the

Kings’ Domantas Sabonis with un-

der a minute to play in the fourth.

Rockets coach Ime Udoka said af-

ter the game that Sengun, who left

the court in a wheelchair, was get-

ting an X-ray and he would “know

more shortly.” ESPN reported

that Sengun, averaging a career-

high 21.2 points per game, will un-

dergo an MRI on his right knee

and ankle Monday.

Bucks 124, Clippers 117: Da-

mian Lillard scored 16 of his 35

points in the fourth quarter of Mil-

waukee’s first victory on its Cali-

fornia road trip, beating short-

handed Los Angeles.

Lillard hit three of his seven 3-

pointers during a stellar shooting

display in the fourth, while Gian-

nis Antetokounmpo had 34 points,

10 assists and seven rebounds as

the Bucks rebounded from back-

to-back losses to Golden State and

the Lakers by outlasting the Clip-

pers, who played without Kawhi

Leonard and Paul George.

Wizards 110, Heat 108: Kyle

Kuzma scored 32 points and visit-

ing Washington held on to beat

Miami for its second win in a row

after ending a 16-game skid.

Corey Kispert finished with 22

points, Deni Avdija added 16 and

Tyus Jones had 12 points and 16

assists for the Wizards, who got

their first road victory since Jan.

29, ending an eight-game skid

away from home.

Pelicans 116, Hawks 103:

Trey Murphy III had 28 points off

the bench to help New Orleans

complete a perfect three-game

road trip with a win over Atlanta.

Zion Williamson had 27 points,

six rebounds and seven assists for

the Pelicans, who have won four

straight overall and snapped the

Hawks’ three-game winning

streak. Murphy was 6-for-13 from

3-point range and also had seven

rebounds.

Nets 120, Cavaliers 101: Cam

Thomas scored 29 points in 31

minutes, Mikal Bridges had 25

points and visiting Brooklyn

pulled away to beat injury-riddled

Cleveland.

Dennis Schroder added 17

points and eight assists, and Nic

Claxton had 16 points and 10 re-

bounds for Brooklyn, which built a

26-point lead midway through the

fourth quarter.

ROUNDUP

76ers top Knicks in low-scoring affair

PETER K. AFRIYIE/AP 

Philadelphia 76ers guard Kyle Lowry is defended by Knicks guard Jalen Brunson during the second half
Sunday in New York. The 76ers and Knicks combined to score just 152 points.

Philadelphia’s 79-73 victory is smallest point total across league this season
Associated Press
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Wade added.

The Cowboys have become a

celebrated and galvanizing source

of pride in a community still work-

ing to bounce back from consecu-

tive major hurricanes in 2020.

McNeese’s arena was damaged

heavily and only reopened two

years ago. This season, the Cow-

boys have sold out six home games

and drawn near capacity crowds

to others. Shroyer said basketball

revenue has spiked more that five

fold.

Junior forward Christian Shu-

mate, an explosive scorer whose

dunks have become known as

“Shu slams” by Cowboys fans,

said that after spending two sea-

sons in virtual anonymity, he can’t

go anywhere in Lake Charles now

without being recognized.

“I kind of embrace it,” Shumate

says. “It feels good to give these

people something to look forward

to.”

After persuading Shumate to

stay, Wade rebuilt the lineup

around him with transfers — some

from major conference programs,

including TCU, Florida and Utah.

TCU transfer Shahada Wells, an

adept perimeter shooter and the

Cowboys’ leading scorer (17.2

points per game), said he’d never

heard of Lake Charles before

Wade’s staff began recruiting him

and figured there might not be

much fan support for a team with a

recent history of losing.

“I didn’t expect us to have the

crowds we have now, the com-

munity coming out and support-

ing us,” Wells said. “It’s electric,

man.”

Wade got in trouble when the

NCAA found that he’d funneled

then-improper financial benefits

to LSU players or their families.

Such payments have since be-

come largely permissible since

the NCAA began allowing athletes

in July 2021 to earn money from

their name, image and likeness

(NIL). But Wade shows no bitter-

ness over his punishment — he’ll

remain under recruiting restric-

tions for another year — or the hit

his reputation took.

“I’m not here to judge all that,”

Wade said. “We went through the

process, they adjudicated it, and

we’ve just got to move forward.”

Wade even suggested he’ll be

better off in the long run.

“Sometimes you need to get

knocked off the ladder a little bit to

get a little bit better perspective,”

Wade said. “I look at it as a posi-

tive.”

Wade, 41, was 34 when LSU

hired him. He was so obsessed

with building the Tigers into a na-

tional power, he said, that he was

always focused on immediately

addressing whatever went wrong

during games — even when they

won.

Now, Wade said, he’s happier,

more relaxed, makes sure to enjoy

victories and looks for opportuni-

ties for players to have fun be-

tween games. Before playing at

Michigan, the Cowboys went to a

Pistons game. On their way to a

game at Southeastern Louisiana,

they stopped for dinner at a Baton

Rouge oyster bar that Wade fre-

quented when he was at LSU.

Wade also starred as “Willy the

Kid” on a promotional video in

which he’s dressed like an outlaw

from the Old West and rides a

horse to a rendezvous with

McNeese players wearing cowboy

hats.

Wade’s rapid success at

McNeese could make him a hot

commodity on the coaching mar-

ket after this season. But he’s ex-

pressed gratitude to McNeese by

agreeing last month to a new five-

year contract with a buyout as

large as $1.25 million if he leaves

after this season.

“Eventually, you want to get

back to the big-time,” Wade said.

“But I’m not in some rush to get

back like I was before. ... We’ve got

time. I’m just enjoying the hell out

of what we’re doing here.”

Bite: Community has
rallied around Cowboys
FROM PAGE 24

MATTHEW HINTON/AP

McNeese State coach Will Wade, bottom left, watches forward
Christian Shumate score a layup against New Orleans on March 6.
Shumate’s dunks have become known as “Shu slams” by fans.

Russell Wilson is heading to the Pittsburgh Steel-

ers.

The nine-time Pro Bowl quarterback has agreed to

sign a one-year deal with the Steelers, a person famil-

iar with the details told The Associated Press on Sun-

day night. 

The person, speaking on the condition of anonym-

ity because the contract hasn’t been finalized, said

Wilson will receive the veteran’s minimum of $1.21

million while the Denver Broncos pay the remainder

of his $39 million salary.

Wilson posted his intentions on X, the platform for-

merly known as Twitter, saying: “Year 13. Grateful.

@Steelers.”

The 35-year-old Wilson was 11-19 in two seasons

with the Broncos after being acquired in a trade from

Seattle. He bounced back from a dreadful 2022 sea-

son and threw 3,070 yards, 26 touchdowns and only

eight interceptions, but still lost his job to Jarrett Stid-

ham after going 7-8 in coach Sean Payton’s first sea-

son last year.

Wilson led Seattle to eight playoff appearances and

a Super Bowl title in 10 seasons with the Seahawks.

Last week, the Broncos informed Wilson they’d re-

lease him when the new league year begins Wednes-

day, but gave him permission to speak to other teams.

Source: Mayfield staying with Bucs
TAMPA, Fla. — Baker Mayfield is staying with the

Tampa Bay Buccaneers after agreeing to a three-

year contract worth up to $115 million, a person fa-

miliar with the deal told The Associated Press on

Sunday.

The person spoke to the AP on condition of ano-

nymity because the agreement, which includes $50

million guaranteed, had not been finalized.

The Tampa Bay Times reported Mayfield will re-

ceive $30 million in 2024 and $30 million in 2025, with

$20 million guaranteed in the second year of the deal.

The quarterback’s salary would increase to $40 mil-

lion in 2026, the newspaper said.

Mayfield, who has played with four teams over the

past three seasons, resurrected his career in 2023 af-

ter joining the Bucs on a one-year contract following

the retirement of Tom Brady and leading the the

team to its third consecutive NFC South title.

The No. 1 overall pick from the 2018 draft threw for

a career-best 4,044 yards and 28 touchdowns while

cutting down on costly mistakes that undermined

previous stints with the Cleveland Browns, Carolina

Panthers and Los Angeles Rams.

Mayfield and Dak Prescott were the only NFL

quarterbacks to throw for at least 28 TDs while toss-

ing 10 or fewer interceptions last season.

Eagles’ Cox announces retirement
PHILADELPHIA — Philadelphia Eagles six-time

Pro Bowl defensive tackle Fletcher Cox announced

his retirement on Sunday.

Cox, a first-round pick in 2012, played all 12 of his

seasons in Philadelphia and holds the franchise rec-

ord for sacks (70) by a defensive tackle, trailing only

Reggie White, Trent Cole, Clyde Simmons and Bran-

don Graham in career sacks.

He joins six-time All-Pro center Jason Kelce in re-

tirement. Graham signed a one-year deal on Satur-

day to return to the Eagles for his 15th season.

“I fulfilled a lifelong dream by making it to the

NFL. But what I didn’t know at the time was how

much of an honor and privilege it would be to repre-

sent the city of Philadelphia and the Eagles organiza-

tion for the next 12 seasons,” Cox wrote on Instagram.

Cox was selected No. 12 overall in 2012 in Andy

Reid’s last season in Philadelphia. He helped the Ea-

gles beat Tom Brady and the New England Patriots in

the Super Bowl following the 2017 season and had his

best year in 2018 when he was a first-team All-Pro.

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP 

Russell Wilson was 11-19 in two seasons with the Broncos after being acquired in a trade from Seattle.  

NFL BRIEFS

Source: QB Wilson agrees
to contract with Steelers

Associated Press 
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America East Conference
At Higher-Seeded Schools

First Round
Saturday, March 9

Bryant 84, Maine 58
Vermont 75, Albany (NY) 72
New Hampshire 77, Binghamton 64
Mass.-Lowell 94, UMBC 89

Semifinals
Tuesday, March 12

Vermont vs. New Hampshire
Mass.-Lowell vs. Bryant

Atlantic 10 Conference
At Brooklyn, N.Y.

First Round
Tuesday, March 12

Fordham vs. Davidson
La Salle vs. George Washington
Rhode Island vs. Saint Louis

Second Round
Wednesday, March 13

George Mason vs. Saint Joseph’s
VCU vs. Fordham-Davidson winner
St. Bonaventure vs. La Salle-George

Washington winner
Duquesne vs. Rhode Island-Saint Louis

winner

Atlantic Coast Conference
At Washington, D.C.

First Round
Tuesday, March 12

Notre Dame vs. Georgia Tech
NC State vs. Louisville
Boston College vs. Miami

Second Round
Wednesday, March 13

Virginia Tech vs. Florida St.
Wake Forest vs. Notre Dame-Georgia

Tech winner
Syracuse vs. NC State-Louisville winner
Clemson vs. Boston College-Miami win-

ner

Atlantic Sun Conference
Championship

Sunday, March 10

Stetson 94, Austin Peay 91

Big 12 Conference
At Kansas City, Mo.

First Round
Tuesday, March 12

UCF vs. Oklahoma St.
Cincinnati vs. West Virginia

Second Round
Wednesday, March 13

BYU vs. UCF-Oklahoma St. winner
TCU vs. Oklahoma
Texas vs. Kansas St.
Kansas vs. Cincinnati-W.Virginia winner

Big East Conference
At New York
First Round

Wednesday, March 13

Butler vs. Xavier
Providence vs. Georgetown
Villanova vs. DePaul

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 14

UConn vs. Butler-Xavier winner
Seton Hall vs. St. John’s
Creighton vs. Providence-Georgetown

winner
Marquette vs. Villanova-DePaul winner

Big Sky Conference
At Boise, Idaho

First Round
Saturday, March 9

Sacramento St. 72, Idaho 64
Idaho St. 68, N. Arizona 60

Quarterfinals
Sunday, March 10

Idaho St. 83, N. Colorado 76
Sacramento St. 74, E. Washington 69

Monday, March 11

Weber St. vs. Montana St.
Montana vs. Portland St.

Big South Conference
Championship

Sunday, March 10

Longwood 85, UNC-Asheville 59

Big West Conference
At Henderson, Nev.

First Round
Wednesday, March 13

UC Riverside vs. CS Bakersfield
UC Santa Barbara vs. CS Northridge

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 14

Hawaii vs. UCSB-CS Northridge winner
Long Beach St. vs. UC Riverside-CS Ba-

kersfield winner

Coastal Athletic Conference
At Washington, D.C.

Quarterfinals
Sunday, March 10

Coll. of Charleston 83, Monmouth (NJ) 59
Towson 66, UNC-Wilmington 56
Stony Brook 91, Drexel 88, 2OT
Hofstra 73, Delaware 58

Semifinals
Monday, March 11

Coll. of Charleston vs. Towson
Stony Brook vs. Hofstra

Conference USA
At Huntsville, Ala.

First Round
Tuesday, March 12

Jacksonville St. vs. FIU

Quarterfinals
Wednesday, March 13

Sam Houston St. vs. Jacksonville St.-FIU
winner

Louisiana Tech vs. Middle Tennessee

Thursday, March 14

Liberty vs. UTEP
W. Kentucky vs. New Mexico St.

Horizon League
At Higher-Seeded Schools

Semifinals
Monday, March 11

Oakland vs. Cleveland St.
N. Kentucky vs. Milwaukee

Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference
At Atlantic City, N.J.

First Round
Tuesday, March 12

Mount St. Mary’s vs. Canisius
Iona vs. Manhattan
Niagara vs. Siena

Quarterfinals
Wednesday, March 13

Quinnipiac vs. Mount St. Mary’s-Canisi-
us winner

Fairfield vs. Iona-Manhattan winner

Thursday, March 14

Marist vs. Niagara-Siena-winner
Rider vs. St. Peter’s

Mid-American Conference
At Cleveland
First Round

Thursday, March 14

Toledo vs. Kent St.
Cent. Michigan vs. Bowling Green
Akron vs. Miami (Ohio)
Ohio vs. W. Michigan

Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
At Norfolk, Va.

First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Norfolk St. vs. Coppin St.
NC Central vs. Md.-Eastern Shore

Thursday, March 14

Howard vs. Morgan St.
SC State vs. Delaware St.

Missouri Valley Conference
At St. Louis

Championship
Sunday, March 10

Drake 84, Indiana St. 80

Mountain West Conference
At Las Vegas, Nev.

First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Wyoming vs. Fresno St.
Colorado St. vs. San Jose St.
New Mexico vs. Air Force

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 14

Utah St. vs. Wyoming-Fresno St. winner
UNLV vs. San Diego St.
Nevada vs. Colorado St.-San Jose St.

winner
Boise St. vs. New Mexico-Air Force win-

ner

Northeast Conference
Championship

Tuesday, March 12

Merrimack vs. Wagner

Ohio Valley Conference
Championship 

Saturday, March 9

Morehead St. 69, UALR 55

Pac-12 Conference
At Las Vegas,
First Round

Wednesday, March 13

Washington vs. Southern Cal
UCLA vs. Oregon St.
California vs. Stanford
Utah vs. Arizona St.

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 14

Arizona vs. Washington-Southern Cal
winner

Oregon vs. UCLA-Oregon St. winner
Washington St. vs. California-Stanford

winner
Colorado vs. Utah-Arizona St. winner

Patriot League

Semifinals
Sunday, March 10

Colgate 68, Bucknell 65
Lehigh 84, Boston U. 79, OT

Championship
Wednesday, March 13

Colgate vs. Lehigh

Southeastern Conference
At Nashville, Tenn.

First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Arkansas vs. Vanderbilt
Georgia vs. Missouri

Second Round
Thursday, March 14

LSU vs. Mississippi St.
South Carolina vs. Arkansas-Vanderbilt

winner
Texas A&M vs. Mississippi
Florida vs. Georgia-Missouri winner

Southern Conference
At Asheville, N.C.

Semifinals
Sunday, March 10

Samford 84, Furman 77
ETSU 85, Chattanooga 84, OT

Championship
Monday, March 11

Samford vs. ETSU

Southland Conference
At Lake Charles, La.

First Round
Sunday, March 10

New Orleans 78, SE Louisiana 66
Texas A&M Commerce 69, Northwest-

ern St. 64

Quarterfinals
Monday, March 11

Lamar vs. New Orleans
Nicholls vs. Texas A&M-Commerce

Semifinals
Tuesday, March 12

McNeese St. vs. TBD
Texas A&M-CC vs. TBD

Southwest Athletic Conference
At Birmingham, Ala.

First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Alcorn St. vs. Alabama A&M
Grambling St. vs. Alabama St.

Thursday, March 14

Texas Southern vs. Jackson St.
Southern U. vs. Bethune-Cookman

Summit League Conference
At Sioux Falls, S.D.

Quarterfinals
Saturday, March 9

S. Dakota St. 79, Oral Roberts 63
Denver 61, UMKC 60

Sunday, March 10

St. Thomas (MN) 68, N. Dakota St. 58
Omaha 73, North Dakota 72

Semifinals
Monday, March 11

S. Dakota St. vs. St. Thomas
Denver vs. Omaha

Sun Belt Conference
At Pensacola, Fla.

Semifinals
Sunday, March 10

Arkansas St. 67, Appalachian St. 65
James Madison 73, Texas St. 68

Championship
Monday, March 11

Arkansas St. vs. James Madison

West Coast Conference
At Las Vegas
Quarterfinals

Saturday, March 9

Santa Clara 104, San Diego 79
San Francisco 72, Portland 51

Semifinals
Monday, March 11

Saint Mary’s (Cal.) vs. Santa Clara
Gonzaga vs. San Francisco

Conference tournaments

JOE PUETZ/AP

Drake’s Tucker DeVries drives against Indiana State’s Julian Larry
during the Missouri Valley Conference championship game Sunday.

ST. LOUIS — Tucker DeVries

scored 27 points, Darnell Brodie

had four of his 17 in the last 67 sec-

onds and Drake defended its Mis-

souri Valley Conference Tourna-

ment title for an NCAA berth with

an 84-80 win over Indiana State on

Sunday despite blowing an 18-

point lead in the last 10 minutes.

The second-seeded Bulldogs

(28-7) recovered down the stretch

with a 10-2 run in the last 3½ min-

utes to make their seventh trip to

the NCAA Tournament while

matching the school record for

wins.

DeVries, the two-time MVC

Player of the Year, hit a 3-pointer

midway through the second half

for a 67-49 lead. But Isaiah Swope

led the charge back, hitting back-

to-back 3-pointers and converting

a four-point play with 4:08 to play

that gave the top-seeded Syca-

mores a 73-72 lead, their first since

2-0.

Swope made three free throws

for a 76-74 lead with 3:36 to go but

DeVries tied the game and Conor

Enright hit a 3-pointer with two

minutes to go. Brodie had the next

four points to make it 83-78.

“Credit Indiana State for never

quitting, continuing to fight,”

Drake coach Darian DeVries said.

“I thought our guys showed in-

credible resolve there when all the

momentum was gone ... just make

the plays we needed to do. I’m in-

credibly proud of them.”

Atin Wright had 19 points for

Drake, which was 11-for-18 from 3-

point range (61%) and 31-for-60

overall. The Bulldogs had 10 new

players come in after winning last

year’s title.

“There’s been a lot of hard times

throughout this year but the resi-

lience of this group, it’s been a lot of

fun,” Tucker DeVries said.

“There’s no better way to do it than

with 10 new guys. You look back to

June, we had a long ways to go. To

get to this point is really special.”

Jayson Kent, who had six points

in the 24-5 rally, had 22 points and

nine rebounds for the Sycamores

(28-6), who were trying to get to

their fifth NCAA Tournament and

first since 2011. Swope had all 19 of

his points in the second half. Rob-

bie Avila added 15, Ryan Conwell

13 and Julian Larry 10.

Big South
HIGH POINT, N.C. — Michael

Christmas scored 18 points, Walyn

Napper approached triple-double

territory and fifth-seeded Long-

wood defeated No. 2 UNC Ashe-

ville 85-59 on Sunday.

The victory sends the Lancers to

the NCAA Tournament for the sec-

ond time. They also qualified in

2022.

After scoring 42 points in the

first half, the Lancers kept it going

after halftime. They pushed their

lead to 25 points within the first

four minutes and they led by at

least 25 throughout the final nine

minutes. They shot 59.6% for the

game, with 7 of 13 from 3-point dis-

tance, and were a solid 16-for-23

from the free-throw line.

Napper had 10 points, 11 assists

and seven rebounds for Longwood

(21-13). Szymon Zapala had 17

points and seven rebounds. Jesper

Granlund and Johnathan Massie

scored 11 points each.

Drew Pember led UNC Ashe-

ville (22-12) with 14 points.

Longwood dominated the first

half, shooting 60% and scoring 30

points in the paint on the way to a

42-24 halftime lead. Zapala scored

10 points on 5-for-7 shooting and

Napper had six assists. A 13-0 run

led to a 22-6 advantage and the

Lancers led by at least 13 points for

the remainder of the half.

Atlantic Sun
DELAND, Fla. — Jalen Black-

mon scored a career-high 43

points, making 14 of 17 free throws,

and Stetson defeated Austin Peay

94-91 on Sunday to secure the auto-

matic bid to the NCAA Tourna-

ment.

Blackmon’s and-1 after a tough

driving layup gave Stetson an 87-

84 lead with 1:11 remaining. After a

dunk by Austin Peay’s Sai Witt,

Stetson went back ahead by three

when Aubin Gateretse made two

free throws.

Dezi Jones missed a 3-pointer

for the Governors and Austin Peay

had to foul with 34 seconds left.

Blackmon made both free throws

and Witt answered with a three-

point play to make it 91-89. Black-

mon made 3 of 4 from the line in the

final 13 seconds to send Stetson

(22-12) to the NCAA Tournament

for the first time.

CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS

DeVries lifts Drake
to NCAA bid again

Associated Press

DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

Stetson’s Jalen Blackmon scored
43 points in the ASUN title game. 
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GREENVILLE, S.C. — It was a

Southeastern Conference Tourna-

ment celebration like no other in

South Carolina’s history: Six sub-

dued players in white champion-

ship hats stood on the podium

while the rest of their teammates

remained in the locker room.

“It was heartbreaking,” guard

Te-Hina Paopao said after the

Gamecocks’ 79-72 victory over No.

8 LSU was marred by a fourth-

quarter fight that led to South Car-

olina leading scorer and reboun-

der Kamilla Cardoso being eject-

ed.

MiLaysia Fulwiley, a freshman

named the tournament’s MVP,

scored a career-high 24 points as

South Carolina won its eighth tour-

nament crown in the past 10 sea-

sons.

“We couldn’t have done it with-

out them,” Paopao said of missing

Cardoso, Chloe Kitts, Tessa John-

son and Sakima Walker from the

typically joyous postgame cere-

mony. “It was very hard for us, just

alot of emotions. We really wanted

them to celebrate with us.”

Kitts, Johnson and Walker were

ejected for leaving the bench dur-

ing the incident, which was

sparked with just over two min-

utes left when the 6-foot-7 Cardoso

shoved 5-10 Flau’jae Johnson of

LSU after an intentional foul.

Paopao said the whole group

celebrated behind the scenes.

“We’re a team,” she said. “We’re

going to bounce back from that

learn from our mistakes.”

South Carolina (32-0) was ahead

73-66 when Fulwiley stole the ball

from Johnson, who wrapped her

up and was called for a foul. John-

son then bumped South Carolina’s

Ashlyn Watkins, and the 6-foot-7

Cardoso rushed over and pushed

the 5-10 Johnson to the ground.

Players from both benches rushed

toward them.

Gamecocks coach Dawn Staley

said Johnson came up to her after

the game to apologize, telling Sta-

ley, “I’m not that type of player.”

Staley, too, apologized on behalf

of her program to the remaining

South Carolina fans who filled the

arena all weekend.

Staley’s assessment of the dus-

tup?

“What you saw were two highly

competitive teams and they did

not handle it well,” she said.

The penalties, Staley said, were

appropriate and she will spend

time the next week or so before the

NCAA Tournament reminding

her players not to give in to emo-

tions at heated times.

“People see that this is now part

of our game,” she continued. “We

have to fix it.”

Cardoso, too, apologized on so-

cial media after the game. The

SEC did not open locker rooms to

reporters.

“My behavior was not represen-

tative of who I am as a person or

the South Carolina program, and I

deeply regret any discomfort or in-

convenience it may have caused. I

take full responsibility for my ac-

tions,” she posted.

Cardoso and three of her team-

mates were ejected. Two LSU

players — Aalyah Del Rosario and

Janae Kent — who logged minutes

in the game and came off the

bench were also sent off. South

Carolina was left with six players

and the Tigers five.

Cardoso can be expected to miss

time in the NCAA Tournament for

her actions. The Gamecocks enter

March Madness as the clear-cut

No. 1 seed and the only undefeated

team left in Division I, men or

women. And they did it against the

defending national champion Ti-

gers and SEC player of the year

Angel Reese.

It was South Carolina’s eighth

tournament crown in the past 10

seasons and its 16th straight win

over LSU (28-5), including all four

meetings since Kim Mulkey be-

came the Tigers’ coach three sea-

sons ago.

Fulwiley, the speedy, flashy

freshman, put on a show in her

first SEC Tournament and was

named its most valuable player.

She hit two 3s as South Carolina

used a 24-11 run between the first

and second quarters to move in

front for good.

CHRIS CARLSON/AP 

South Carolina guard MiLaysia Fulwiley, middle, celebrates with the trophy and teammates after their win
against LSU at the Southeastern Conference women’s tournament final Sunday in Greenville, S.C. 

South Carolina tops LSU
to win SEC Tournament
Chaotic game marred by skirmish, ejections

BY PETE IACOBELLI

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Caitlin

Clark overcame a cold start to

score 30 of her 34 points after half-

time and help third-ranked Iowa

rally past Nebraska 94-89 in over-

time to win a third straight Big Ten

Tournament on Sunday.

“It never gets old cutting the

net,” Clark said after black and

gold confetti covered the court at

Target Center to the delight of an-

other sellout crowd packed with

Hawkeyes fans. “I feel like we’re

pretty good at that.”

Hannah Stuelke had 25 points

and nine rebounds for Iowa (29-4),

which trailed by 13 points late in

the first half while their superstar

Clark missed all nine of her 3-point

attempts.

“You can maybe keep Caitlin

down for a half. You’re not keeping

her down for a whole game,” Haw-

keyes coach Lisa Bluder said.

The all-time NCAA leading

scorer finished 5-for-17 from deep,

had 12 assists and hit the dagger 3-

pointer with 51 seconds left in OT

for an 89-87 lead just 16 seconds af-

ter Logan Nissley’s 3-pointer put

the Cornhuskers in front.

“I knew some shots were going

to go in,” Clark said. “That’s just

how it works.”

Alexis Markowski had 23 points

and 13 rebounds to lead Nebraska

(22-11) in a valiant performance

that fell short of a second victory

over Iowa this season. The Husk-

ers beat the Hawkeyes 82-79 on

Feb. 11.

“Nobody else did, but we expect-

ed to win,” said Nebraska coach

Amy Williams, who had tears

streaming down her face at the

postgame interview podium as she

praised Nissley’s effort after her

red-eyed players choked up dur-

ing some of their remarks.

Natalie Potts had 21 points and

nine rebounds for the Huskers,

who led 75-67 with 2½ minutes to

go in regulation, before Clark

drained one of her signature step-

back 3-pointers. Her layup in traf-

fic tied the game with 29 seconds

left.

Nebraska played for the final

shot, and Nissley’s baseline jum-

per was short at the buzzer. Clark

waved her arms at the Iowa-dom-

inated sellout crowd, yelling:

“Come on! Five more minutes!”

The Hawkeyes were well aware

of Jaz Shelley — who had 16 points

and 13 assists — on that last posses-

sion of regulation after the Austra-

lian hit a 3-pointer with 30 seconds

left in their last meeting.

“They tightened things up,” Wil-

liams said. “I would’ve, too.”

The Huskers played their fourth

game in four days, beating Purdue,

Michigan State and Maryland to

reach the conference final for the

first time in 10 years. Despite the 11

a.m. Central tipoff and the lost

hour for the daylight savings time

clock change, they sure didn’t lack

for energy.

Markowski and Potts, the Big

Ten Freshman of the Year award

winner, played fearlessly inside

after Iowa commanded a 54-16

points-in-the-paint advantage on

Michigan the day before. Clark

mostly found her usual playable

looks at the hoop, but the long ball

just wasn’t her friend. The Haw-

keyes matched every bit of the

Huskers’ fire, though, and made

sure they stayed within striking

range by getting the ball to the bas-

ket as much as they could and lock-

ing down on defense.

“That’s probably what I’m most

proud of, that we found a different

way to win,” Clark said.

ABBIE PARR/AP 

Iowa guard Caitlin Clark cuts the net down after an overtime win against
Nebraska in the final of the Big Ten women’s tournament Sunday in
Minneapolis. Clark scored 34 points in Iowa’s 94-89 victory.

Clark sparks Iowa’s
Big Ten 3-peat in OT
win over Nebraska

BY DAVE CAMPBELL

Associated Press 
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H
iring former LSU bas-

ketball coach Will Wade

came with no small mea-

sure of risk for McNeese

State athletic director Heath

Shroyer.

“I had a lot of people email me and

tell me I was crazy, that I hired some-

one that’s a criminal,” recalled

Shroyer, who wasn’t even sure when

he hired Wade a year ago how many

games the NCAA would allow him to

coach this season. 

Now McNeese is 28-3, the No. 1

seed in the Southland Conference

tournament and just two victories

away from its first NCAA Tourna-

ment appearance in 22 years. It’s a

stark turnaround for the Cowboys,

who went 11-23 a season ago, and

Shroyer will take it.

“Coach is a polarizing figure to

some, you know, and I think no mat-

ter what, some aren’t going to like

him,” Shroyer said. “For sure, some

of them have come around and some

of them haven’t, and that’s OK.”

The Cowboys received a double-

bye in the Southland tournament,

which is being held in Lake Charles,

La., at McNeese’s 4,200-seat arena.

The Cowboys open postseason play

in the semifinals Tuesday night.

Wade is not, in fact, a convicted

criminal. But he was cited for

recruiting violations by the NCAA

while at LSU, which hired him in

2017 and fired him in 2022.

He spent a year out of college bas-

ketball, consulting for the scouting

departments of some NBA teams,

before returning to coaching at

McNeese — albeit with school and

NCAA-mandated restrictions, in-

cluding a 10-game “show cause” sus-

pension to open the season.

The Cowboys went 8-2 in the

games Wade missed; 20-1 since he

returned. Along the way have been

upset victories at VCU, Alabama-

Birmingham and Michigan. 

Wade gushes with gratitude to-

ward McNeese, not only for hiring

him but providing the support he

needed to turn the program around.

“McNeese needed to reboot the

program. I needed to reboot my ca-

reer,” Wade said. “They needed me

and I needed them and that’s why it’s

worked. And a lot of our players

needed this situation as well.

“To see everybody rally around us

and see everybody be excited is

really, really fun and rewarding,” 

MATTHEW HINTON/AP 

McNeese State coach Will Wade, left, was suspended for the first 10 games of the season but the Cowboys put up a 28-3 record and finished first in the Southland Conference. 

Another bite of the apple
Wade makes most of second chance by transforming McNeese State

BY BRETT MARTEL

Associated Press 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

“McNeese
needed to
reboot the
program. I
needed to
reboot my
career.”

Will Wade

McNeese State coach SEE BITE ON PAGE 21


