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Challenging
China, US
returns to
Seychelles

By L1z SvLy
The Washington Post

MAHE ISLAND, Seychelles —
At the height of the Cold War, the
U.S. Air Force tracking station
that monitored Soviet satellites
from this island’s soaring tropical
forests was a focus of Seychelles
life. The American servicemen
and technicians living nearby
hosted barbecues and bar nights
to which all Seychellois were in-
vited, distributed cookies and
milk to local children and taught
them basketball.

Then, the Cold War ended, the
Soviet Union collapsed and in 1996
the Americans left, dismantling
the tracking station and shutting
down their embassy — citing bud-
getary reasons for abandoning
what had seemingly become an ir-
relevant corner of the world.

Today, the compound where
Americans and Seychellois par-
tied is home to the Seychelles
Tourism Academy, where young
islanders training to be tour
guides, hoteliers and masseuses
take classes, among other sub-
jects, in Chinese — just one small
manifestation of a new geopoliti-
cal rivalry that has now lured the
Americans back.

In June, Seychelles became the
latest in a string of small nations
around the world in which the
United States has established, re-
stored or is planning to open an
embassy as part of a broad push-
back against the influence China
has acquired during more than
two decades of neglect or disinter-
est on the part of the United States.

All are in small islands that had
been judged insufficiently stra-
tegic by Washington to merit the
cost of maintaining a diplomatic

SEE RETURNS ON PAGE 6
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Tech. Sgt. Jonathan Marsh of the 21st Operational Weather Squadron carries an American flag as he climbs the steps of Fritz Walter Stadium in

Kaiserslautern, Germany.

Maintaining memories of 9/11

Americans, Germans honor firefighters with soccer stadium stair climb

By MATT WAGNER
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — Air
Force Tech. Sgt. Caleb Osland was a first grad-
er in Aviano, Italy, when the Sept. 11, 2001, at-
tacks occurred.

His father, Kendall, was stationed at the U.S.
air base there during one of the stops in his 20-
year military career. Even then, Osland no-

ticed the contrast before and after that day.
“It changed a lot for my family, for our way
of life and how things were going,” said Osland,
of the 721st Aircraft Maintenance Squadron at
Ramstein Air Base. “It went from what seemed
kind of normal, for as normal as military (life)
can be, to complete chaos with going on base,

SEE MEMORIES ON PAGE 4
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Stair climb events at
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Page 4



Pace 2

3RS RE ]

* STARS AND STRIPES ° Tuesday, September 12, 2023

BUSINESS/WEATHER

Railroad inspectors find defects on Union Pacific

Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Federal in-
spectors said they found an alarm-
ing number of defects in the loco-
motives and railcars Union Pacif-
ic was using at the world’s largest
railyard in western Nebraska this
summer, and the railroad was re-
luctant to fix the problems.

Federal Railroad Administrator
Amit Bose wrote a letter to UP’s
top three executives Friday ex-
pressing his concern that the de-
fects represent a “significant risk
to rail safety” on the Union Pacific

TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

railroad.

Bose said the 19.93% defect rate
on rail cars and the 72.69% rate for
locomotives that inspectors found
in July and August are both twice
the national average. But the let-
ter didn’t detail what kind of de-
fects inspectors found in the Bai-
ley Yard in North Platte, and there
are a myriad of federal rules.

“The compliance of the rolling
stock (freight cars and locomo-
tives) on the UP network is poor,
and UP was unwilling or unable to
take steps to improve the condi-
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Squadron commander keeps the beat as D)

By KELLY AGEE
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
When a party at this airlift hub in
western Tokyo needs an experi-
enced beatmatcher at the turnta-
bles, “DJ Darrick D” steps up.

Air Force Lt. Col. Darrick Du-
ran, commander of the 374th Op-
erational Medical Readiness
Squadron, moonlights as a disc
jockey, a sideline he picked up as a
student at Fresno State University.

“He’s our go-to for any of our
major morale events,” the 36th
Airlift Squadron’s commander, Lt.
Col. Kira Coffey, said by phone
Wednesday. “Being a commander
myself, I think it is impressive the
amount of time and effort he puts
into being a DJ on top of being a
commander. It’s a testament to his
passion for doing that and just how
phenomenal of a person he is to be
abletobalancehisjoband DJing so
well.”

“DJ Darrick D” said he started
his music venture at age 6 with a
drum setbought by his father. Sev-
en years later, he put his drum-
sticks aside in favor of competitive
wrestling. But he couldn’t resist
the urge to spin vinyl. While at
Fresno State in 2000, he bought
turntables and records and
learned to match beats.

Beatmatching is the foundation
of DJing, Duran said. The DJ mix-
es songs with the same speed and
time sothe beat syncs up seamless-
ly while transitioning to the next
track.

Duran noticed he had a knack
for DJing, so to make extra money,

KeLLy AGeE/Stars and Stripes

DJ Darrick D, also known as Lt. Col. Darrick Duran, plays “Lovely Day” by Bill Withers as students arrive
for the first day of classes at Yokota Air Base, Japan, on Aug. 21.

he started working the turntables
at Club Dance, a hip-hop and R&B
nightclub in Fresno, under a men-
tor, DJ David Harris.

“He was a music lover, and it
was easy because he learned fast,”
Harris said. “He had started
slightly before I met, and he fit
rightin.”

Duran was working at the Fres-
no County Health Department
whenhis wife, Alena Duran, talked

him into joining the Air Force as a
public health officer. He commis-
sioned in 200S.

Duran took command at Yokota
on June 28, 2022. By day, he over-
sees the active-duty clinic at the
374th Medical Group, along with
the mental health flight, public
health, audiology, optometry and
physical therapy.

“AfterIjoined the military,Iwas
under this impression that I had to

leave the DJ scene,” Duran told
Stars and Stripes on Aug. 28. “My
wife and I used to joke about ‘You
can’t do both; you can’t be an offi-
cerandaDJ’.”

How the tables have turned:
Since 2009, Duran has been the DJ
at squadron holiday parties, group
holiday parties and promotion
events on Air Forces bases. Most
recently he worked the decks atthe
airlift squadron’s combat dining-

in and the first day of classes at Yo-
kota High School on Aug. 21.

The most challenging part of be-
ing a DJ is programming an entire
event, he said. The Air Force Ball,
for example, unfolds in stages, like
the social hour, dinner and danc-
ing, which require changing music
styles.

“At dinner you shouldn’t be
playing Metallica for a formal
event, you would play some
smooth jazz instrumentals, songs
that people are familiar with so
that they can kind of listen and be
like ‘Hey, I know that song,” ” Du-
ran said.

Also, the audience is composed
of people of various ages and back-
grounds, sothe DJ must find music
that everyone enjoys.

“We always call him up because
we know that he gets the vibe of
whatever we’re trying to do,” Cof-
fey said. “And he goes and re-
searches what kind of music he
should be playing so that everyone
isintheright mood to celebrate ap-
propriately.”

Duran said he is very influenced
by ‘70s soul and R&B; some of his
favorite songs are “Midas Touch”
by Midnight Star, “Lovely Day” by
Bill Withers and “La Vida Es un
Carnaval” by Celia Cruz.

“Ifeellike even though it’s extra
work and time, it’s something that I
really like doing,” Duran said.
“Andit’smy way to connect people
because music brings people to-
gether.”

agee.kelly@stripes.com
@KellyA_Stripes

United Launch Alliance Atlas V lifts off
on mission for NRO and Space Force

Orlando Sentinel

ORLANDO, Fla. — United
Launch Alliance managed what
was only its second launch of the
year, sending up an Atlas V rocket
from Cape Canaveral Space Force
Station on Sunday morning.

The rocket featuring its most
powerful configuration with five
solid rocket boosters lifted off at
8:47 a.m. from Canaveral’s Space
Launch Complex 41 on a mission
for the National Reconnaissance
Office and Space Force called SI-
LENTBARKER/NROL-107.

ULA’s lone rocket launch in
2023 had been a Delta IV Heavy
back in June. Meanwhile, SpaceX
with its latest Starlink launch from
neighboring SLC 40 on Friday
night has managed 63 orbital mis-
sions across all its launch com-
plexes including California.

For the Space Coast, the Atlas V
launch marked the 48th of the
year with all but three coming
from SpaceX. Aside from the two
now from ULA, Relativity Space
managed a launch of its 3D-print-

ed Terran 1 rocket in March. With
more than three months to go in
the year, the Space Coast is on
track to surpass its record S7
launches seen in 2022.
SILENTBARKER'’s classified
mission, which includes multiple
payloads, has a primary goal of
placing watchdog satellites in ge-
ostationary Earth orbit (GEO) “so
that we can understand the inten-
tions of other countries to see what
they’re doing in the GEO belts and
see if there’s any indications of
threats or if it’s just normal oper-
ations,” said Chris Scolese, direc-
tor of the NRO on a media call last
week. “That capability will just al-
low us to have increased under-
standing of what’s going on there.”
The five boosters that combined
with the first-stage produce 2.1
million pounds of thrust on liftoff
burned for about 90 seconds and
fell away from the first stage that
continued until the payload fair-
ing was jettisoned about 3% min-
utes into flight. More than 66,000
gallons of liquid hydrogen and li-

quid oxygen were placed into the
rocket’s first stage and Centaur
upper stage.

Centaur, powered by a version
of the workhorse Aerojet Rocket-
dyne RL-10 engine, will take its
national security payloads to their
destination about 24,000 miles
away.

This is the 13th time Atlas V has
flown with the five boosters since
its debut in 2006, which have in-
cluded NASA’s Juno and New Ho-
rizons missions. It’s the 98th Atlas
V launch overall and 18th and final
launch for the NRO.

ULA has just one Delta IV
Heavy left to launch slated for lift-
off next year and 18 more Atlas V
rockets left including seven desig-
nated for the Boeing CST-100 Star-
liner, nine for the Amazon Project
Kuiper satellite constellation and
two others, all of which are sold.

The replacement for its Atlas V
and Delta IV rockets is the new
Vulcan Centaur, which could
launch before the end of the year,
but has faced a series of delays.

Police: US soldier says he
‘accidentally’ took minivan

By Davip CHol
AND Yoo KyonG CHANG
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea — Police in Seoul arrested
an American soldier on suspicion
of driving drunk in a stolen mini-
vanin the city early Sunday.

The minivan’s owner reported
his Hyundai Staria had disap-
peared around 4:10 a.m. from its
streetside parking spotinthe Jong-
nodistrict,adetective fromthe dis-
trict’s police station told Stars and
Stripes by phone Monday.

South Korean officials regularly
speak to the media on the custom-
ary condition of anonymity.

Seoul police pulled the vehicle
over less than a half-mile from its
parking spot, the detective said.
The driver,a U.S. soldier in his 30s
under the influence of alcohol, told
police he found the keys to the
minivan and “accidentally” took
the car, the detective said.

No injuries or damage were re-
ported.

A police breath test measured

the soldier’s blood alcohol level at
0.08%, higher by 0.05% than the le-
gallimitfordriversinSouth Korea,
the detective said. By comparison,
all S0 U .S. states have set 0.08% as
thelegal limit for driving underthe
influence or while impaired.

The detective declined to identi-
fy the soldier or the base where
he’s stationed, citing South Korean
privacy laws covering people sus-
pected of a crime.

The soldier was handed over to
U.S. Forces Korea military police,
the detective said. U.S. Forces Ko-
rea, the command responsible for
approximately 28,500 troopsin the
country, maintains custody of its
personnel in criminal matters un-
less they are accused of serious
crimes.

Police are still investigating the
incident and plan to request an in-
terview; nocharges against the sol-
dier were filed as of Monday, ac-
cording to the detective.

choi.david@stripes.com
@choibboy
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Bases in Japan take steps to remem

By JuaN King
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
A vacant nine-story residential
tower provided the setting Mon-
day for a memorial stair climb at
this airlift hub in western Tokyo,
an event that’s become synony-
mous with 9/11 commemorations
in the U.S. and beyond.

About 100 people gathered at
Yokota for the event, part of a
widespread tradition 22 years af-
ter the terrorist attacks that
brought down the twin towers of
the World Trade Center in New
York City and killed hundreds
more at the Pentagon and in a
downed airliner in Pennsylvania.

In New York alone, 2,753 peo-
ple died when terrorists linked to
al-Qaida flew two hijacked airlin-
ers into the towers. Among the
dead were 60 New York police of-
ficers and 343 firefighters and pa-
ramedics, whose deeds that day
climbing the towers’ stairwells to
find survivors are remembered in
the stair climbs.

“It is good to be out to com-
memorate the tragedy and keep
the memory alive,” Staff Sgt.
Douglas Martin, an event orga-
nizer, said Monday at Yokota.

Air Force 2nd Lt. Shyo Yama-
moto, of San Francisco, struggled
to finish the event last year, he
said Monday while waiting for the
event to begin.

This year, he was part of the
team from the 374th Civil Engi-
neering Squadron, one of 15
teams and 14 individuals partici-
pating.

“I think we’ll have a pretty de-

Memories:

FROM PAGE 1
getting bomb checks.

“We came out stronger on the
other side of things — or at least
we try to. Doing stuff in remem-
brance is the embodiment of the
American spirit.”

Osland was the first of about 60
participants to ring the bell and
finish the 9/11 Stair Climb event
Monday at Fritz Walter Stadium, a
storied 50,000-seat soccer venue
that is home to the FC Kaiserslau-
tern soccer team.

The event honored the 343 New
York City firefighters who died
during the attack on the World
Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001.

American airmen and soldiers
stationed in the Kaiserslautern
Military Community, as well as
US. and German firefighters,
climbed the stadium’s east stand.
The stair loops were repeated 30
times to total 2,071 steps, equaling
the number to get to the top of the
110-story twin towers.

The effort of all involved wasn’t
lost on those like Senior Airman
Jesse Puschel, a firefighter with
the 86th Civil Engineer Squadron

cent time, I’'m not sure about win-
ning or not,” Yamamoto said.

In the Yokota event, individuals
make 12.2 laps up and down the
residential tower, with each team
member taking three laps of six
floors. The distance covered by
each individual or team equals
the 110 floors of the original tow-
ers that stood in Manhattan.

Along with more somber cere-
monies, hundreds of memorial
stair climbs are held close to the
9/11 anniversary across the Unit-
ed States. Many are sponsored by
fire departments. Some are sim-
ple memorial feats of endurance,
some are fundraisers.

Japanese fire departments in
nearby Fussa and Akishima sent
teams to the event at Yokota; the
Akishima firefighters won the
team event, according to Martin.

To make the memorial climbs,
firefighters often donned their
full firefighting gear, a reminder
of the conditions the doomed New
York responders faced.

However, the International
Fallen Firefighters Foundation,
whose website lists 38 stair
climbs this year, advises firefight-
ers to wear their gear “only when
it is necessary for protection”
over concerns that it’s manufac-
tured with PFAS, a toxic chemical
used as a protective coating.

The Yokota participants wore
fitness clothing and breathing ap-
paratus, a vestige of firefighting
gear. From the first floor, each
runner picked up dog tags with
the names of first responders who
died during the attack, carried
them to the succeeding floors and

It S |mportant to

ber

Juan King/Stars and Stripes

Two married couples, Team Spinstra, from left, Air Force Staff Sgt. Mark Williams, Senior Master Sgt.
Manuel Campos, Marina Williams and Christine Campos, took part in a 9/11 stair climb at Yokota Air Base,
Japan, on Monday, 22 years to the day after the terrorist attacks killed thousands in the United States.

dropped them inside firefighter
helmets, said Ulises Meija, a base
firefighter.

At Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, participants in its stair
climb Friday each carried a photo
of a fallen New York firefighter,
according to the base’s official
Facebook page.

At Yokota, Tetsuya Hayashi, a

Puoros BY MATT WAGNER/StarS and Stripes

American firefighters and service members climb down the steps of
the east stand at Fritz Walter Stadium on Monday, in Kaiserslautern,

Germany.

at Ramstein.
“Having the German firefight-
ers out here as well as some other

units out here together, it’s really
cool to see others remember this
day,” Puschel said.

civilian employee of the civil en-
gineering squadron, won the
men’s individual competition;
Tech. Sgt. Alexandrea Vidato was
the top female finisher, Martin
said.

Competitor Zach Webster, a
member of the civil engineering
squadron, said he looked forward
to the event with some trepida-

Senior Airnian Breanna Hathaway
rings the bell as she finishes the
9/11 Stair Climb.

The firefighters based out of
Sembach and Ramstein donned
full gear at the start, despite tem-
peratures that reached the upper

tion. He trained on the stairs of a
vacant tower a week before the
event.

With a chuckle before the start,
Webster said he anticipated “a lot
of pain, exhaustion, maybe nau-
sea.”

king.juan@stripes.com
@juanking_17king

00k back and commemorate the loss’

80s by mid-afternoon. Some ser-
vice members added to the phys-
ical challenge by wearing vests
and other gear.

U.S. Army Capt. Kevin Krupp
began the climb with alarge back-
pack.

Printed on paper placed in lan-
yards were the names of the fallen
firefighters. Their photos also
were plastered on the seats
around the east curve’s stairs.

“Any time it gets hard, you just
look down (at the name) and re-
member why you’re doing it,” said
Krupp, headquarters Dbattery
commander for the 52nd Air De-
fense Artillery Brigade at Sem-
bach Kaserne.

The remembrance is necessary,
Krupp said, “especially for the
United States military and what it
meant following 9/11. There’s a lot
of sacrifice that came from that
one day.

“It’s important to look back and
commemorate the loss and the
sacrifice that everybody made.”

wagner.mather@stripes.com
@MWagsStripes
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US, allies focus on combat skills in drills

By FApDLAN Syam
AND NINIEK KARMINI
Associated Press

BANYUWANGI, Indonesia —
Thousands of service members
from the United States, Indonesia,
Australia and other allied forces
demonstrated their armor capa-
bilities on Sunday in combat drills
on the Indonesian island of Java at
a time of increased Chinese ag-
gression in the region.

President Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration has been strengthening an
arc of military alliances in the In-
do-Pacific to reassure allies
alarmed by Beijing’s increasingly
provocative actions in the disput-
ed South China Sea, which has be-
come a battleground for U.S-Chi-
nese rivalries.

During the drills, Australian
forces deployed five MIA1
Abrams battle tanks and the Indo-
nesian military, deployed two
Leopard-2 tanks for the two-week
combat exercises in Banyuwangi,
a coastal district in East Java
province which began Sept. 1. It
will include live-fire drills.

It was the first time Australia
deployed battle tanks outside its
territory since the Vietnam War.
. The ;}agda Shielltli dri;lst have _ . % N ¢ &

een he annually between i _ & Y By L
American and Indonesian sol- . i L ' » ~ M‘}
diers since 2009. TATAN SyurLaNa/AP
Last year’s participants — Aus- A machine gunner in a Marine helicopter takes part in Super Garuda Shield multi-national military exercise in Baluran, Indonesia, on Monday.

tralia, Japan and Singapore —

joined again Sunday and the list  &é|¢ jg important

expanded to include the United

Kingdom and France. th at we ma i ntain

China sees the expanded drills

as a threat, accusing the U.S. of a continuous

building an Indo-Pacific alliance

similar to NATO. engagement With

Maj. Gen. Marcus Evans, com-

manding general of the U.S. Ar- QU regional

my’s 25th Infantry Division, told

The Associated Press on Saturday pa rtners a nd

that the introduction of armor ca- .

pability in the large-scale drills allles from d
would give the allied forces and g

defense partners a chance to test mllltary

their weaponry in combat training

as they fine tune their military perSpectlve."

”~

readiness. . TRISNADYAP
Garuda Shield is being held in Maj. Gen. Marcus Evans  jndonesian marines fire an artillery round during an amphibious landing operation in Situbondo, Indonesia,
several places, including in wa- US.Army on Sunday.

ters around Natuna at the south-
ern portion of the South China Sea.

Evans refused to comment on A ‘1(,
China’s long-standing opposition -
to U.S.-led military drills in Asia. %

Asked whether there are plans
by the U.S. military to carry out
joint naval patrols with allies like
Japan and the Philippines in or
near contested waters, Evans said
that “it is important that we main-
tain a continuous engagement
with our regional partners and al-
lies from a military perspective,
because, that, again, enhances our
overall readiness.”

“I think it continues to show a
sign of our commitment to region-
al partners and allies,” said Evans, 3 o i T 3 = AT
who is also senior commander of TrisnaDVAP TATAN SyUFLANA/AP
U.S. Army Hawaii. U.S. Marines take part in Sunday’s amphibious landing operation. U.S. Marines take photos during the exercises Monday.
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Returns: China moved in when US
military left islands at end of Cold War

FROM PAGE 1

presence, including Seychelles,
Tonga and the Solomon Islands,
where embassies have been
opened this year, and Maldives,
Vanuatu and Kiribati, where em-
bassies are planned, according to
the State Department.

Seychelles offers an example of
the ways America’s absence
opened the door to Chinese influ-
ence. In the 27 years since the
United States pulled out, China
has built schools, hospitals, houses
for low-income families and pub-
lic amenities, winning sympathy
among Seychellois who felt aban-
doned by the U.S. departure.

“They do the little things that
America doesn’t do. This is where
the Americans are weak. There is
nothing we can say America
built,” said Seychelles President
Wavel Ramkalawan in an inter-
view. “This is why countries like
China have come in, because
there was a vacuum.”

Seychelles officials say they are
delighted to have the Americans
back but also recognize that China
is likely the main reason for the re-
turn, potentially pulling Sey-
chelles into the big power rivalry.

“We cannot say we are naive.
We do understand the competition
going on. In the Cold War we had
the United States and the Soviet
Union and now it is the United
States and China,” Seychelles For-
eign Minister Sylvestre Rade-
gonde said in an interview.
“Someone woke up and realized
how important it is to counter the
Chinese influence.”

The United States now has
ground to make up, he said.
“When you are late at a party, the
party starts without you, so you
have to make up time. It’s a fact
that China has been a long time
here. They have a lot of sympa-
thy.”

Most of the new embassies are
in the Pacific, a strategic priority
for China. The return to Sey-
chelles underlines how the Indian
Ocean is also emerging as an are-
na of competition between Wash-
ington and Beijing.

Bordered across a vast area by
Africa, Australia, India and the
Persian Gulf, the Indian Ocean is
one of the world’s most strategi-
cally vital waterways, the transit
point for 80% of global seaborne
trade — which in turn accounts for
more than 80% of all trade, ac-
cording to the Carnegie Endow-
ment’s Indian Ocean Initiative
and the International Chamber of
Shipping. Crucially, China relies
on it for 80% of its energy supplies.

As Washington’s attention
strayed, Beijing’s involvement in
the region intensified.

In 2017, China located its first
overseas military facility in Dji-
bouti, on the northwestern edge of

the Indian Ocean. In a 2020 report,
the Defense Department identi-
fied five Indian Ocean countries
among a dozen locations where
China has “likely” considered
opening further bases, including
Seychelles.

China is also the only country to
have maintained diplomatic mis-
sions in all six of the Indian Ocean
island nations that until recently
were represented by three U.S.
embassies, noted Darshana Ba-
ruah, who heads Carnegie’s Indi-
an Ocean Initiative.

Top Chinese officials regularly
visit — China’s President Hu Jin-
tao called Seychelles “a shining
pearl” during a stop in 2007, and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi was
here in 2021, describing Sey-
chelles as “an important member
of the big family of China-Africa
solidarity and cooperation.”

When the new U.S. Embassy in
Seychelles was launched in June,
Richard Verma, the deputy secre-
tary of state for management and
resources, became the most se-
nior U.S. government official to
visit the nation since the 1990s.

Chinese officials like to note the
contrast. “Our foreign policy is to
treat every country, big or small,
as an equal,” said Mu Jianfeng,
China’s charge d’affaires in Sey-
chelles. “I don’t know why they
closed and I don’t know why they
opened,” he said of the Ameri-
cans. “But if they think Seychelles
is important they will have an em-
bassy here.”

Doing the little things

Seychelles illustrates the kind
of largesse China has lavished
even on some of the world’s most
remote countries. Best known as a
tourist destination, its exquisite
beaches draw mostly European
tourists to its palm fringed shores
and pristine coral reefs. Almost all
of its 115 islands are uninhabited,
and with a landmass of 175 miles
and a population of around
100,000, it is Africa’s smallest na-
tion.

But its position on the equator
and at the easternmost gateway to
the African continent gives it an
outsize geopolitical significance.
France and Britain contested the
islands in the 19th century, the
United States and the Soviet
Union in the 20th — and now Sey-
chelles is finding itself caught up
again between competing powers.

At first glance, China appears to
have no immediate stake in the
country. There is a small Chinese
community of around 1,000 that
dates back to the 19th century. But
Chinese visitors accounted for
less than 1% of the island’s tourists
over the past year, according to
Seychellois figures, and even be-
fore the pandemic few came from
China. Unusually for an African

country, Seychelles does not count
China among its top trading part-
ners. Most of its goods are import-
ed from the United Arab Emir-
ates, South Africa and the Euro-
pean Union.

Yet over the past two decades
China has become one of the na-
tion’s most important benefactors,
embarking on the kind of soft pow-
er outreaches that have become a
hallmark of its efforts to win over
populations across the Global
South. There have been no grand
infrastructure projects, such as
the multimillion-dollar ports, rail-
ways and roads that have en-
trenched China’s hold over many
developing countries, often entan-
gling them in punishing debt. Beij-
ing’s efforts here are low-cost but
have outsize impact in a country
so small, and they have mostly
been offered as gifts.

China built the stately white-pil-
lared National Assembly building
where the democratically elected
parliament meets, and the adjoin-
ing Supreme Court, both impor-
tant symbols of the country’s iden-
tity as a nation. It’s in the process
of completing a new headquarters
for the state broadcasting compa-
ny, which will more than double
the network’s space.

Thousands of Seychellois live in
housing built by China and made
available at subsidized prices — a
shortage of housing for the least
well-off is identified by Seychelles
officials as one of the country’s
biggest social needs.

Ramkalawan, the president,
stressed that he, along with many
Seychellois, is delighted the Unit-
ed States has returned. The Sey-
chelles has been pushing almost
since the United States left for the
embassy to come back, and “we’re
happy it happened under our
watch,” he said.

But now that the United Statesis
back, the pressure is on to live up
to expectations, he said.

“America has to shape up.
Americans have to participate.”

Relishing the attention

So far, the return is going well,
said James Donegan, who relocat-
ed to the Seychelles to serve as
U.S. charge d’affaires pending the
appointment of an ambassador.
“All I can tell you is that I'm glad
we’re back, the Seychellois are
glad we’re back, and we’re going
to look to the future,” he said.

He is busy scouting out larger
premises to house the new embas-
sy, currently located in a
cramped, two-room office in
downtown Victoria, the capital.
China, by contrast, operates out of
a spacious three-story villa-like
structure with a driveway and a
swimming pool — and multiple se-
curity cameras.

Maritime security is high on the

EbpuArDO SoTeRAs/For The Washington Post

The Chinese Embassy to the Seychelles is on the island of Mahe.

U.S. agenda for its new relation-
ship, Donegan said. In March, the
United States held its first naval
military exercise with France and
Seychelles and more maritime
cooperation is planned, to help
Seychelles counter the challenges
of piracy, drug smuggling and hu-
man trafficking that are identified
as the island’s biggest external
challenges.

U.S. officials say that counter-
ing China’s presence is not the on-
ly reason for the return. Although
Seychelles has been a multiparty
democracy for the past two dec-
ades, elections in 2020 brought an
opposition party to power for the
first time, and the United States
wants to support what amounts to
the country’s first democratic
transition, they say.

“I'm not saying that there isn’t a
concern about the Chinese pres-
ence and what the influences
could be, what the implications
could be strategically, but I would
not want to narrow it down to a re-
ductionist approach and say it’s
purely a zero-sum matter of U.S.-
China,” said Henry Jardine, who
serves as the de facto ambassador
to Seychelles, based out of the U.S.
Embassy in Mauritius; the U.S.
Embassy in Mauritius has been
responsible for Seychelles diplo-
macy since the pullout in 1996.

“We do see the relationship
more broadly, but there are al-
ways these other questions about
the strategic competition,” Jar-
dine added.

Radegonde, the foreign minis-
ter, said there is little doubt China
is a key motive. “The U.S. coming
back cannot be because we are
lovely people,” he said, adding
“we are.”

Seychelles seems to relish the
attention it is getting and hopes
that it translates into more assis-
tance from all the countries vying
for influence, which include India,
the United Arab Emirates and
Russia as well as the United States
and China, said Ramkalawan.

It is also determined not to get
drawn into any rivalries, he said.
“It’s good if the U.S. sees us as pro-
Western, the Chinese see us as
friends, the Indians see us as
worthwhile partners. It means we
are keeping the principle of neu-
trality.”

Suspicion about motives

How much real influence China
has acquired with its efforts in
Seychelles is in question, some of-
ficials and analysts say.

From China’s perspective, the
investments in Seychelles have
been worthwhile if only because
Seychelles can be consistently re-
lied on to support Beijing’s one-
China principle, which holds that
the island of Taiwan is an inalien-
able part of China, said Mu, the
charge d’affaires.

But Seychelles has voted with
the United States on recent resolu-
tions condemning Russia at the
United Nations, noted Jardine.
Chinese attempts to promote its
own form of authoritarian govern-
ment appear not to have dented
Seychellois pride in their democ-
racy.

In 2011, the United States estab-
lished a secret drone base at Sey-
chelles airport to assist with coun-
terterrorism operations in Soma-
lia and Yemen. Talks the same
year between China and Sey-
chelles to build a Chinese naval fa-
cility in Seychelles fizzled.

“It might seem anomalous that
they’ve put in so many resources
that helped to build so many build-
ings they’ve done so much to try to
gain influence but haven’t really
seen it. You’d be hard pressed to
see where that effort to buy or co-
opt influence has been success-
ful,” Jardine said.

The United States retains a
powerful hold over the imagina-
tions of ordinary people, some-
thing that remains a challenge for
China’s quest for influence in a
world where American movies,
music and culture are ubiquitous.
Most Seychellois speak English,
one of three official languages in
addition to French and Creole.

But there are also questions
about whether the United States
return to the Seychelles will be
enough to bring Seychelles fully
on board. The abrupt departure in
1996 once the nation no longer
served U.S. interests left Seychel-
lois feeling they had been used,
and their return now, at a time of
heightened competition with a dif-
ferent rival, gives rise to suspi-
cions they are being used again,
many Seychellois say.

What will happen if the rivalry
with China is resolved? Will the
Americans leave again? wondered
Danny Faure, the former presi-
dent who lost the 2020 elections to
Ramkalawan.

“With the United States it’s al-
ways based on how they respond
to geopolitical concerns,” he said.
“This shouldn’t be a flash in the
pan. If you do value the relation-
ship, the cost shouldn’t matter.”
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WAR IN UKRAINE

N Han Guan/AP

A green train with yellow trimmings, resembling one used by North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, is seen steaming on the North Korea
border with Russia and China from northeastern China on Monday.
Russia and North Korea confirmed Monday that Kim will visit Russia
and meet with President Vladimir Putin.

Kim set to visit Russia,
might meet with Putin

By Kim ToNG-HYUNG
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — North
Koreanleader KimJong Un will vis-
it Russia, both countries said Mon-
day, and he is expected to hold a
highly anticipated meeting with
President Vladimir Putin that has
sparked Western concerns about a
potential arms deal for Moscow’s
war in Ukraine.

A brief statement on the Krem-
lin’s website said the visit is at Pu-
tin’s invitation and would take place
“in the coming days.” It also was re-
ported by North Korea’s official Ko-
rean Central News Agency, which
said the leaders would meet—with-
out specifying when and where.

“The respected Comrade Kim
Jong Un will meet and have a talk
with Comrade Putin during the vis-
it,” it said.

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov said delegations from both
countries will meet, but he didn’t
confirm plans for a bilateral session

between Putin and Kim, saying the
leaders will meet one-on-one “if
necessary.” The visit would be
Kim’sfirst foreign trip since the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. While Kim has
shown to be more comfortable using
planes than his famously flight-ad-
verse father, he has also used his
personal train for previous meet-
ings with Putin, Chinese President
Xi Jinping and former U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump, revivingasym-
bol of his family’s dynastic rule.

Associated Press journalists near
the North Korea-Russia frontier
saw agreen train with yellow trim—
similar to one used by the reclusive
Kimduring previousforeign trips—
at astation on the North Korean side
of aborderriver.

Citing unidentified South Korean
government sources, the Chosun I1-
bo newspaper reported the train
likely left the North Korean capital
of Pyongyang on Sunday evening
and thata Kim-Putinmeetingis pos-
sible as early as Tuesday.

Ukraine claims to recapture
Black Sea gas, oil platforms

By ILLIA NoVvIKOV
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — The Ukrai-
nian military said Monday that it
recaptured strategic gas and oil
drilling platforms from Russia in
the Black Sea and claimed gains
in occupied areas near Bakhmut,
a city in eastern Ukraine left in
ruins after the war’s longest and
deadliest fighting.

The recapture of the so-called
Boyko Towers platforms pro-
vides an energy source and takes
back an asset that Russia seized
in 2015 and used to launch hel-
icopters, Ukraine’s Ministry of
Defense said.

“Russia has been deprived of
the ability to fully control the wa-
ters of the Black Sea, and this
makes Ukraine many steps closer
to regaining Crimea,” the Main
Intelligence Directorate said.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy has vowed to do
all he can to bring back Crimea,
which Russia annexed from Uk-
raine in 2014, and has urged in-
ternational allies to support the
effort.

Ukraine’s reported battlefront
gains, which could not be inde-
pendently confirmed, came as
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un was on a train headed for
Russia for a meeting with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin.
The meeting announced by the
two leaders’ countries could in-
clude discussions of North Korea
providing arms to restock Rus-
sia’s dwindling arsenal.

In other developments, Ger-
man Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock made an unannounced
visit to Kyiv, Ukraine’s capital.
She promised support for Uk-

raine’s path toward European
Union membership while calling
for additional reforms in the
country.

“With enormous courage and
determination, Ukraine is also
defending the freedom of all of
us,” Baerbock said in a statement
released by her ministry. “In the
same way that Ukraine stands up
for us, it can also count on us.”

Baerbock also pledged contin-
ued military, economic, and hu-
manitarian support for the coun-
try and said the 22 billion euros
($23.6 million) provided so far
now made Germany second to
the U.S. in terms of total support.

Baerbock said that while Uk-
raine had already made good
progress reforming the judiciary
and the media, it still had “some
way to go” in combating corrup-
tion.

In fighting, Ukrainian forces
liberated part of the Donetsk
province town of Optyne and ad-
vanced on the towns of Klishchi-
ivka and Andriivka south of
Bakhmut, Deputy Defense Minis-
ter Hanna Malyar said.

Combat has persisted on the
outskirts of Bakhmut since Uk-
rainian troops pulled out of the
city in May. Ukraine is trying to
gain the high ground in Klishchi-
ivka, to establish artillery control
over Bakhmut.

In southern Ukraine’s Zapo-
rizhzhia province, Ukraine’s pri-
mary counteroffensive forces
were inching closer to overcom-
ing Russian fortifications and
dense minefields to take Tokmak,
a critical logistics hub for Rus-
sian forces and a vital railway
junction, Malyar said.

Ukrainian forces liberated Ro-

botyne, a town in the same prov-
ince, last month.

Russian forces also attacked
the Dnipropetrovsk province city
of Kryvyi Rih, Zelenskyy’s birth-
place, with drones overnight, Uk-
rainian authorities said. There
were no immediate reports of ca-
sualties or damage.

The retaking of the Black Sea
platforms follows the U.K. Minis-
try of Defense reporting naval
and air force skirmishes at sea
two weeks ago.

Ukraine has struck several
Russian-controlled platforms in
fighting during the war, and
troops from both countries have
occupied them periodically, the
U.K. said in a military update on
the war. Along with drilling, the
platforms can be used to land
helicopters, as deployment bases
and to position long-range missile
systems.

Pro-Russia occupation author-
ities seized the platforms operat-
ed by the Chernomorneftegaz
company following the annexa-
tion of Crimea, which most of the
world regarded as illegal.

After Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine more than 18
months ago, Putin illegally an-
nexed four provinces in Septem-
ber 2022: Donetsk, Kherson, Lu-
hansk and Zaporizhzhia. Voting
for Kremlin-installed legislatures
began in the occupied areas last
week as Russian authorities at-
tempt to tighten their grip on ter-
ritories that Moscow still does not
fully control.

Russia’s Central Election Com-
mission said Monday that the
country’s ruling party, United
Russia, placed first in the four
Ukrainian regions and in Crimea.
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McCarthy has many tasks to keep him hopping

By Lisa Mascaro
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House Speak-
er Kevin McCarthy is a man who
stays in motion — enthusiastically
greeting tourists at the Capitol,
dashingoverseaslast week tothe G7
summit of industrial world leaders,
raising funds back home to elect fel-
low Republicans to the House ma-
jority.

But beneath the whirlwind of ac-
tivity is a stubborn standstill, an im-
balance of power between the far-
right Republicans who hoisted
McCarthy to the speaker’s role yet
threaten his own ability to lead the
House.

It’s a political standoff that will be
tested anew as the House returns
this week from a long summer re-
cess and McCarthy faces a collision
course of difficult challenges —
seeking to avoid a government shut-
down, support Ukraine in the war
and launch an impeachment inqui-
ry into President Joe Biden.

“They’ve got some really heavy
lifting ahead,” said the No. 2 Repu-
blican in the Senate, John Thune, of
South Dakota.

McCarthy, of California, is going
to “have his hands full trying to fig-
ure out how to navigate and exe-
cute,” he said.

Congress hasbeen here before, as
has McCarthy in his nearly two dec-

adesinoffice, butthe stakes are ever
higher, with Republicans powered
by an increasingly hard-right fac-
tionthatisrefusingtoallowbusiness

as usual in Washington.

With former President Donald
Trump’s backing, McCarthy’s
right-flank pushed him into the

speaker’soffice at
the start of the
year only after he

agreed to a long
list of conserva-
tive demands —
including the
ability to call a
quick vote to “va-
cate the chair”
and remove him from office.

That threat of an abrupt ouster
hovers over McCarthy’s every
move, especially now.

To start, Congress faces a dead-
line to fund the government by the
end of the month, or risk a potential-
ly devastating federal shutdown.
There’s just 11 working days for
Congress to act once the House re-
sumes Tuesday.

Facing abacklash from conserva-
tives who want to slash government
funding, McCarthy may be able to
ease the way by turning to another
hard-right priority, launching a Bi-
den impeachment inquiry over the
business dealings of the president’s
son, Hunter Biden.

McCarthy

For McCarthy, running the two
tracks — a government funding
process alongside an impeachment
drive —is an unusual and politically
fraught undertaking.

But starting a formal impeach-
ment inquiry into Biden could help
to appease Republican allies of
Trump, who has emerged as the
GOP front-runnerto confront Biden
in the 2024 election for the White
House.

“He’s being squeezed,” Brad
Woodhouse, a veteran Democratic
operative, said of McCarthy. Wood-
house is now a senior adviser to the
Congressional Integrity Project,
whichis preparingtocriticize Repu-
blicans over the Biden impeach-
ment.

The White House has said Biden
is not involved in his son’s business
dealings.

But Trump’s allies among House
Republicans are working furiously
to unearth any links between Biden
and his son’s business as they por-
tray Hunter Biden as trading on the
family name for financial enrich-
ment and work to erode public sup-
port for the president ahead of the
presidential election.

Republicans have not yet been
able to produce evidence of wrong-
doing by President Biden.

White House spokesman Ian
Sams said, “Speaker McCarthy

shouldn’t cave to the extreme, far-
right members who are threatening
to shut down the government unless
they get a baseless, evidence-free
impeachment of President Biden.
The consequences forthe American
people are too serious.”

Meanwhile, what should have
been a fairly prescribed process to
fund the government after McCar-
thy and Biden negotiated a more
than $1 trillion deal earlier this sum-
meroverthe debtlimitappearstobe
falling apart. Even a stopgap mea-
sure to simply keep government
funding at existing levels for a few
months while Congress tries to fin-
ish the spending bills is a nonstarter
for McCarthy’s right flank.

Conservatives powered by the
House Freedom Caucus are insist-
ingfederal spendingisrolled back to
2022levels and they wanttoadd oth-
er priorities to the legislation.

If not, they say they will oppose a
temporary measure,called acontin-
uing resolution, or CR, to keep gov-
ernment running.

The conservatives want tobeefup
border security and address what
Republicans deride asthe “weapon-
ization” of the Justice Department’s
prosecutions, including of those
charged in the Jan. 6,2021, attack on
the Capitol. They also want to end
what they call the Pentagon’s
“woke” policies as the Defense De-

partment tries to provide diversity,
equity and inclusion to service per-
sonnel.

Congress also has a pending re-
quest from the White House to pro-
vide an additional $40 billion on
three fronts — some $21 billion in
military and humanitarian relief for
UKkraine as it battles the Russian in-
vasion; $12 billion to replenish fed-
eral disaster aids after floods, fires
and other problems, including to
curb the flow of deadly fentanyl at
the southern U.S. border with Mex-
ico.

Several Republicans have made
no secret of their disinterest in im-
peachment proceedings against Bi-
den.

And GOP Sen. Lisa Murkowski
said those who don’t think a federal
shutdown of government oper-
ations is a big deal ought to visit her
state of Alaska and see “real life.”

During a previous government
shutdown, Murkowski said crab
fisherman couldn’t get outin the wa-
ter because federal permits could
not be issued.

“You know, we’ve got a lot of
things going on here in the Congress
right now,” she said. “So the House
is going to have to sort through their
priorities and hopefully, they’re go-
ingtobe prioritiesthatareinthebest
interests of the operations of good
governance.”

Puppy given overdose-reversing
drug after fentanyl found in car

Associated Press

IRVINE, Calif. — A pit bull pup-
py that California police believe
got into its owners’ fentanyl stash
was administered an overdose-re-
versing drug and is recovering, of-
ficials said.

The dog’s owners, a man and a
woman, were arrested and could
face charges including drug pos-
session and animal cruelty, ac-
cording to the Irvine Police De-
partment.

The incident began with a “con-
sensual” encounter between the
couple and police on Wednesday

outside a Walmart, department
spokesman Kyle Oldoerp said. Af-
ter officers discovered fentanyl in
their car, the two were arrested,
he said.

“Then the female said, ‘Oh, I
think my dog is overdosing,” ” Ol-
doerp told the Los Angeles Times
on Saturday. “She knew the symp-
toms because it was the second
time the dog had overdosed.”

He said it wasn’t immediately
clear how the dog would have
been exposed to the drug, which is
up to SO times more powerful than
heroin. A dose as small as 2 mil-

ligrams can be fatal to a human,
though dogs are less sensitive to
the drug, according to the Times.

“If they’re using drugs in their
car, we can only speculate,” Ol-
doerp said.

At the station, officers adminis-
tered overdose-reversing nalox-
one to the dog, which made a
“pretty quick” turnaround, Ol-
doerp said. The man and woman
were not identified. Authorities
will hold on to the puppy until
there is a hearing to determine
whether to give the dog back to its
owners, the Times reported.

IRVINE (CALlF.)PoucE DEPARTMENT/AP
In this video image, police officers hold a pit bull puppy in Irvine, Calif.
The puppy, which police believe got into its owners’ fentanyl stash,
was administered an overdose-reversing drug and is recovering.

Category 3 Hurricane Lee generates big swells along northern Caribbean

Associated Press

SANJUAN, Puerto Rico— Hur-
ricane Lee whipped up waves of
more than 15 feet on Monday as
the Category 3 storm cranked
through open waters just north of
the Caribbean region.

The storm is not expected to
make landfall this week, although
forecasters said those in New En-
gland and nearby areas should
keep a close eye on Lee, whose fu-
ture pathis uncertain. It was locat-
ed some 340 miles north of the
northern Leeward Islands. It had

winds of up to 120 mph and was
moving northwest at 7 mph.

A high surf advisory was in ef-
fect for Puerto Rico and the U.S.
Virgin Islands, with the National
Weather Service warning of
breaking waves of up to 1S feet for
north and east-facing beaches.

The National Hurricane Center
also warned of dangerous surf and
rip currents for most of the U.S.
East Coast this week, but what the
hurricane might do beyond that is
unclear.

“It remains too soon to know

what level of impacts, if any, Lee
might have along the U.S. East
Coast and Atlantic Canada late
this week, especially since the
hurricane is expected to slow
down considerably over the south-
western Atlantic,” the center said.

Lee strengthened from a Cate-
gory 1 storm to a Category S storm
last week in the span of 24 hours
before weakening slightly.

The storm 1is expected to
strengthen slightly in upcoming
days before weakening again.

Lee was forecast to turn north

on Wednesday, prompting the Na-
tional Hurricane Center to warn
that Bermuda could see wind, rain
and high surf, adding that “it is too
soon to determine the specific tim-
ing and level of those impacts.”

Lee is the 12th named storm of
the Atlantic hurricane season,
which runs from June 1 to Nov. 30
and peaked on Sunday.

In August, the National Ocean
and Atmospheric Administration
updated its forecast and doubled
the chance to 60% for an above-
normal hurricane system. Be-

tween 14 and 21 named storms are
forecast, with six to 11 predicted to
strengthen into hurricanes. Of
those, two to five are forecast to
become major hurricanes.

Also swirling in the open Atlan-
tic was Tropical Storm Margot,
which was expected to become a
hurricane on Monday night. The
storm was located 1,215 miles
northwest of the Cabo Verde is-
lands. It had maximum sustained
winds of 65 mph and was moving
north at 8 mph. Itis expected tore-
main over open waters.
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Guinness
gives '90s
do its due

By JoNATHAN EDWARDS
The Washington Post

Tami Manis has spent more
than 33 years growing a mullet
that stretches S feet, 8 inches —
four inches longer than she is tall
— and she plans to ride that busi-
ness-in-the-front,  party-in-the-
back vibe into the afterlife.

“At my memorial, they can take
it off then, and drape it across my
urn,” she told The Washington
Post.

In life, her mullet has brought
her an increasing amount of rec-
ognition in recent years. On Aug.
31, Guinness World Records an-
nounced that Manis, S8, had
earned the record for the longest
female mullet ever recorded in
competition: 68 inches. Because
Manis is S-foot-4, her hair sweeps
the ground as a sort of mullet train
when it’s allowed to flow freely,
she said. Her ever-lengthening
hairstyle has become an intrinsic
part of her identity over the dec-
ades, never more than after the
stamp of legitimacy from the pre-
mier keeper of world records.

“Growing the longest mullet
never really started out as any-
thing other than it was the ‘80s and
everybody had a rattail,” Manis
said in a Guinness video. “And I
started growing mine, and over
the years, it’s just kept growing, so
I've keptit.”

Manis, a nurse from Knoxville,
Tenn., started growing it on Feb. 9,
1990, which she recognizes as her
“mullet birthday.” A few years be-
fore, she had seen a woman sport-
ing a rattail in the music video for
the song “Voices Carry” by ‘Til
Tuesday and wanted one of her
own. When she went to get the rest
of her hair cut, the barber told her

WAabDE PAYNE/Guinness World Records

Tami Manis’s business-in-the-front, party-in-the-back hairstyle now
holds the Guinness World Record as the longest mullet in the world.

arattail wouldn’t look good on her,
but Manis persisted, according to
what she told Guinness.

“Well,” she remembered telling
the barber, “this is what I want.”

Manis rocked that look for a few
years before cutting it off in No-
vember 1989. She immediately re-
gretted it and started in earnest a
few months later. That rattail
evolved into a mullet, which has
been growing ever since.

Caring for the mullet is pretty
simple, Manis said. She has a
handheld shower head, which al-

lows her to access all of her hair.
She shampoos it every couple of
days and applies a leave-in condi-
tioner weekly. She’s used a variety
of hair care products over the
years, including Mane ‘n Tail, a
shampoo originally designed for
show horses. Regular towels leave
lint, so she dries it using paper
towels. Once a week, a friend
braids it, in part because it now
hits the floor.

“It does not frolic freely that of-
ten,” she said, adding: “Literally,
my tail would be dragging.”

Calif. school to pay $2.25M to settle suit
over teacher who had student’s baby

Associated Press

REDLANDS, Calif. — A South-
ern California school district will
pay $2.25 million to settle the lat-
est lawsuit involving a teacher
who became pregnant by one of
at least two students she was ac-
cused of sexually abusing.

The settlement brings to $8.25
million the amount paid by
Redlands Unified School District
to Laura Whitehurst’s victims
since her 2013 arrest, the South-
ern California News Group re-
ported Sunday.

In August 2016, the district
agreed to pay $6 million to a for-
mer student who impregnated
Whitehurst while she was his
teacher.

The latest lawsuit was filed in
2021 by another former student
who alleged he
was preyed
upon and sex-
ually abused at
Redlands High
School by White-
hurst in 2007
and 2008 when
he was 14, ac-
cording to the
plaintiff’s attorney, Morgan Stew-
art.

Whitehurst admitted to police
in 2013 she had sex with the youth
10 to 1S times in her classroom
and at her apartment, a police re-
port stated.

Redlands Unified spokesper-

Whitehurst

son Christine Stephens said Fri-
day that the district was aware of
the recent settlement, but could
not comment due to confidential-
ity agreements.

In the other lawsuit, the boy
who fathered Whitehurst’s child
alleged that Redlands Unified of-
ficials knew of his relationship
with the teacher and failed to
warn his family.

Whitehurst gave birth in 2014
after having sex with the boy for a
year, starting when he was 16.

Whitehurst, who taught En-
glish and was a soccer coach,
pleaded guilty to unlawful sex
with three former students. She
served six months in jail and reg-
istered as a sex offender.

Governor

pardons

man arrested at
Va. school meeting

Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — The father
of a Virginia student sexually as-
saulted in her high school bath-
room has been pardoned after his
arrest two years ago protesting a
school board meeting became a
flashpoint in the conservative
push to increase parental involve-
ment in public education.

Virginia Republican  Gov.
Glenn Youngkin announced on
Fox News Sunday that he had par-
doned Scott Smith of his disorder-
ly conduct conviction stemming
from the June 2021 incident. The
episode featured prominently
throughout the gubernatorial
campaign that year for Youngkin,
who has made support for the so-
called “parents’ rights” move-
ment a cornerstone of his political
brand.

“Scott Smith is a dedicated par-
ent who’s faced unwarranted
charges in his pursuit to protect
his daughter,” Youngkin said Sun-
day in a press release. “Scott’s
commitment to his child despite
the immense obstacles is emble-
matic of the parental empower-
ment movement that started in
Virginia.”

According to Loudoun Now,
Smith threatened to Kkick out the
teeth of deputies who dragged him
away from a Loudoun County
School Board meeting over state-
mandated protections for trans-
gender students. The local news
outlet reported that he had argued
loudly, clenched his fist and sworn
at a woman while demanding an-
swers over the handling of his
daughter’s assault.

In a statement released Sunday,

Smith vowed to pursue legal ac-
tion against Loudoun County Pub-
lic Schools and continue fighting
“for parents and their children.”
The district did not immediately
respond to a phone call and email
requesting a response.

But Loudoun County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Buta Biberaj
said Sunday that Youngkin was in-
terfering in the case for “political
gain” before the start of early vot-
ing in legislative elections.

“The justice system does not
work when a Governor becomes
the judge and jury,” Biberaj said
on X, the social media platform
formerly known as Twitter.

A trial was scheduled this fall
over Smith’s appeal of the disor-
derly conduct conviction and a
circuit court judge had already
tossed another charge of obstruct-
ing justice.

Smith told WJLA that his par-
don marked a “bittersweet mo-
ment.” He hoped the justice sys-
tem would absolve him of wrong-
doing without the “offramp” of a
pardon.

“What happened to me cannot
ever happen to another American
again,” Smith said in an exclusive
interview posted Sunday.

The teenager convicted of as-
saulting Smith’s daughter was lat-
er found guilty of forcibly touch-
ing another classmate at a nearby
school where the perpetrator was
allowed to attend classes while
awaiting trial in juvenile court.
The case galvanized conserva-
tives nationwide when reports
spread that the cisgender male
student wore a skirt during the
first attack.

Hawaii’s Kilauea erupts
again after 2-month pause

Associated Press

HONOLULU — Kilauea, one of
the most active volcanoes in the
world, began erupting Sunday af-
ter a two-month pause, displaying
glowing lava that is a safe distance
from people and structures in a
national park on the Big Island.

The Hawaii Volcano Observato-
ry said the eruption was observed
in the afternoon at the summit of
Kilauea.

The observatory said gases re-
leased by the eruption will cause
volcanic smog downwind of Ki-
lauea.

People living near the park
should try to avoid volcanic parti-
cles spewed into the air by the

eruption, the observatory said.

The volcano’s alert level was
raised to warning status and the
aviation color code went to red as
scientists evaluate the eruption
and associated hazards.

In June, Kilauea erupted for
several weeks, displaying foun-
tains of red lava without threaten-
ing any communities or struc-
tures. Crowds of people flocked to
the Big Island’s Hawaii Volcanoes
National Park, which offered safe
views of the lava.

Kilauea, Hawaii’s second-lar-
gest volcano, erupted from Sep-
tember 2021 until last December.
A 2018 Kilauea eruption de-
stroyed more than 700 homes.
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Some states addressing problem g

By Davip A. L1EB
Associated Press

When the NFL season kicked off
this week, Kentucky residents and
visitors — for the first time —were
able to legally place sports bets on
something other than horse rac-
ing. When they do, some of that
money will also fund the state’s
first-ever program for people with
gambling problems.

Since the U.S. Supreme Court
cleared the way for legalized
sports betting five years ago, near-
ly three-fourths of the states have
moved swiftly to allow it. State
funding for problem gambling ser-
vices has not kept pace, although
more states — like Kentucky —
are requiring at least a portion of
sports wagering revenues to go to-
ward helping addicted gamblers.

“The funding is starting to flow,
but the amount is still clearly inad-
equate in most states,” said Keith
Whyte, executive director of the
National Council on Problem
Gambling. He added: “Most of
these amounts are token.”

Legal sports betting operators
took in $220 billion during the past
five years, generating $3 billion in
state and local taxes.

By contrast, states spent an av-
erage of 38 cents per capita on
problem gambling services in the
2022 fiscal year, ranging from
nothing in nine states to $10.6 mil-
lion in Massachusetts, according
the Portland, Ore.-based consult-
ing firm Problem Gambling Solu-
tions Inc. That money, which came
from all forms of gambling, went
toward services such as telephone
helplines, counseling and public
awareness campaigns.

The federal government, which
spends billions of dollars on sub-
stance abuse prevention and treat-
ment, provides nothing for gam-
bling problems.

Advocates in Kentucky, which
hasarich horse racing history, had
tried for decades to persuade law-
makers to fund services for people
with gambling problems. There
was no guarantee they would final-
ly succeed when sports betting
was proposed.

WAYNE PARRY/AP

Fans wait for kickoff in the sports betting lounge at Ocean Casino Resort in Atlantic City, N.J., in 2018.

In fact, Republican state Rep.
Michael Meredith did not original-
lyinclude any funding for problem
gambling in his legislation that le-
galized sports betting. Meredith
told The Associated Press he
would have preferred to first
launch sports wagering, then
come back in subsequent years
with legislation earmarking prob-
lem-gambling funding from all
types of betting, including horse
racing.

But Meredith couldn’t rally
enough support to pass the bill this
year until a provision was added
dedicating 2.5% of sports wager-
ing taxes and licensing fees to a
new problem gambling account,
which also can be tapped for alco-
hol and drug addictions.

“We had folks that wanted to
vote for sports wagering,” Mere-
dith said. “But they were really re-
luctant to without some form of
problem gambling money.”

Kentucky’s new fund is project-
ed to receive about $575,000 in its

first year.

That’s a decent start, but “we’ve
only got five certified gambling
counselors in the state right now,
and we’re going to need probably
five times that many to provide ad-
equate geographic and demo-
graphic coverage,” said Michael
R. Stone, executive director of the
nonprofit Kentucky Council on
Problem Gambling.

Asofayearago, 15 states and the
District of Columbia had laws ear-
marking a portion of their sports
betting revenues toward problem
gambling services, but another 15
states did not. Since then, seven
additional states have either
launched sports betting or passed
laws to do so, and all of those have
required part of their sports bet-
ting revenues to go to problem
gambling services, said Rachel
Volberg, a research professor in
the Department of Biostatistics
and Epidemiology at the Universi-
ty of Massachusetts-Amherst.

Ohio, which launched sports

bettingonJan. 1, requires 2% of the
tax revenues to go to a “problem
sports gaming fund.” The state law
also requires all sports betting ads
to include a phone number for a
problem gambling helpline.
Through the first seven months,
calls to Ohio’s helpline were up
about 150% compared to the same
period a year ago.

The surge appears driven by a
spike in sports betting marketing,
though some callers had problems
with other types of gambling or
weren’t actually seeking help, said
Derek Longmeier, executive di-
rector of the Problem Gambling
Network of Ohio.

Research indicates that youn-
ger, higher educated men are
among the most likely to bet on
sports. Technology has raised the
stakes for those with compulsive
habits. In many states, people can
now wager from anywhere with
the tap of a smartphone app, 24
hours a day, betting not only on the
winners of games but on a seem-

amblers

ingly limitless series of events that
occur during the games.

From a problem gambling
standpoint, “I think it is more
dangerous, because the accessi-
bilityiseasier,” said Linda Graves,
the recently retired executive di-
rector of the National Association
of Administrators for Disordered
Gambling Services.

Last month, attorneys general
from several states gathered at a
Connecticut casino for seminars
focused on sports betting and on-
line gaming. The widespread le-
galization of sports wagering has
“added fuel” to a public health is-
sue that “was already percolating
under the surface,” problem gam-
bling consultant Brianne Doura-
Schawohl told the group.

Yet some governments have re-
duced funding for problem gam-
bling services in recent years.

In May, the District of Columbia
Council eliminated what had been
an annual $200,000 allocation to
the Department of Behavioral
Health to prevent, treat and re-
search gambling addictions. Al-
though the fundingisrequired by a
2019 act that authorized sports wa-
gering, the department apparent-
ly had not used the money. The de-
partment said support services for
problem gamblers are available
through other means.

Kansas also has a history of low
funding for problem gambling. Al-
though 2% of state-owned casino
revenues are directed to an addic-
tions services fund, only a fraction
of that actually has gone to prob-
lem gambling. This past year,
problem gambling services were
allotted less than $60,000 while
more than $7 million went to Med-
icaid mental health expenditures,
substance abuse grants and other
programs.

Butthat’schanging. The current
Kansas budget allots more than $1
million for problem gambling ef-
forts in response to sports betting.
The state plans to study the preva-
lence of addiction because of
sports betting and then use the
findings to shape a statewide pub-
lic awareness campaign.

Traumatic brain injuries linked to

By TEDDY AMENABAR
The Washington Post

Traumatic brain injuries are as-
sociated with cognitive decline
later in life, and a sharper drop in
cognition as we age, a study of
twins who served in World War II
shows.

There is robust research dem-
onstrating a relationship between
head injuries and cognitive im-
pairment or dementia later in life,
“but I do not know of any others
that use a twin-study design,” said
Holly Elser, an epidemiologist
and resident physician in neurol-

ogy at the University of Pennsyl-
vania who peer-reviewed the
study.

The study published in Neurol-
ogy on Wednesday found that indi-
viduals who had a traumatic brain
injury were more likely to have
lower scores on cognitive tests
when they were about 70 years
old.

They were also more likely to
have rapidly declining scores af-
ter their first test if they had mul-
tiple traumatic brain injuries, lost
consciousness because of a head
injury or were 25 or older when

the injury happened.

“Even if it’s just a single trau-
matic brain injury, we now know
that it led to worse cognitive out-
comes later in life,” said Marianne
Chanti-Ketterl, the lead author of
the study and an assistant profes-
sor in psychiatry and behavioral
sciences at the Duke University
School of Medicine.

The study of identical and fra-
ternal twins allows researchers to
compare participants to each oth-
er while controlling for some, if
not all, of the underlying genetic
factors and some of the twins’

later cognitive decline

early life conditions. Identical
twins share 100% of their genes,
while fraternal twins share about
half.

Primarily white and male twins
who were World War II veterans
participated in the study, which
began in the 1990s and was con-
ducted by Duke University. The
twins, born between 1917 and
1927, were part of a national regis-
try started in the 1950s.

The researchers spoke with
8,662 people; 7,188 participated as
twin pairs, and 1,474 participated
without their twin. A quarter of

the twins in the study reported
having at least one traumatic
brain injury.

There were 589 pairs of identi-
cal twins in the study. Among that
group, a history of at least one
traumatic brain injury and having
aconcussion at age 25 or older was
associated with lower scores on
cognitive tests later in life.

“Those two kids shared the
same household, the same envi-
ronmental factors at that time.
They were both in the military,”
Chanti-Ketterl said. “Very, very
similar exposures of everything.”
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Why planes are extremely gross right now

By NaTaLIE B. ComPTON,
ANDREA SACHS
AND HEIDI PEREZ-MORENO
The Washington Post

It was supposed to be a quick
trip to pick up her kid from sum-
mer camp.

Sara Nelson, president of the
Association of Flight Attendants-
CWA International, was buckled
up and ready for takeoff from Chi-
cago to Portland, Maine, with her
husband, David. The plane was
full and hot — too hot, perhaps, for
the passenger sitting next to them.
As they taxied down the runway,
there was an unsuccessful scram-
ble for a barf bag, followed by a
clasping of the hands over the
mouth, and then disaster.

“The vomit sprayed directly all
over my husband ... over every-
thing ... everywhere,” Nelson said.

Nelson’s misfortune did not
make headlines. Neither did the
stomach-turning recent experi-
ences shared by a dozen travelers,
such as coming across feces
spread on lavatory walls to air-
plane seats covered with fresh
chewing gum and puppy poop.
There was the traveler stuck sit-
ting next to a passenger in first
class who soiled themselves on a
flight from Minneapolis to D.C.

Then there are the incidents
that do make the news, like the
deeply unfortunate Delta flight
that had to make a U-turn over the
weekend due to a passenger suf-
fering from “diarrhea all the way
through the airplane.” Or the trav-
elers who were removed from
their Air Canada flight after refus-
ing to sit in vomit-soaked seats on
Aug. 26.

The rapid-fire dose of gross has
us reeling with questions. Namely:
What is happening? And should
we be worried? Are airlines capa-
ble of keeping planes clean? Are
we doomed for disgusting flights?

B The past, present and future
of gross.

Unlike the recent Delta flight,
Nelson’s flight stayed the course.
The sick passenger was asked to
find a change of clothes in her car-
ry-on bag while the rest of the ca-
bin managed their secondhand
queasiness. “Sympathy vomiting”
can be a real issue, Nelson says.
She recalls an all-nighter from
San Francisco to Boston she took
before the pandemic on which a
passenger vomited 30 minutes be-
fore landing, causing a “chain re-
action” among roughly SO people
and a “waterfall of puke going into
the aisle,” she said.

Nelson tells the horrifying story
to illuminate her point: The recent
spate of bodily disasters on planes
isn’t new. Gross stuff happens all
the time on planes. Scott Keyes,
founder of Going.com, brings up a
famous example from 1975 when
197 people got food poisoning on-
board a Japan Airlines flight from
Alaska to Copenhagen that sent

NATHAN LAINE/Bloomberg

Recent reports of gross incidents aboard airliners have raised

concerns among travelers.

144 people to the hospital.

Delta Air Lines spokesperson
Morgan Durrant said in an email
that “the vast majority of air travel
is safe, uneventful and even, on
Delta anyway, enjoyable.” In his
19 years in the aviation industry,
the recent Atlanta flight was the
first he’d heard of something of its
kind happening.

But even though it’s not new or
impacting the majority of flights,
Nelson does believe we're seeing
more cases of gross. She credits
the uptick to more people flying,
as travel volume this summer ex-
ceeded 2019 levels.

Nelson also believes the pan-
demic kept more sick people at
home, and that sick people may be
more inclined to travel these days.

It doesn’t help that airlines have
struggled with cleanliness with la-
bor shortages and pandemic-
cleaning procedures dropping.
“Planes are not getting any kind of
deep clean in the day unless there
is a specific action to pull the plane
out of service — and we frankly
rarely see that.”

United, American, Southwest
and Frontier did not respond to re-
quests for details on their cleaning
protocols. Allegiant Airlines said
in a statement to The Washington
Post that aircraft surfaces are
cleaned on a daily basis, including
seat belts, tray tables, galleys and
lavatories.

B What do airlines owe passen-
gers?

Keyes says if you were to get a
broken seat, airlines are required

to move you, but if your seat is
dirty, the rules aren’t as clear.

“I don’t know of any law or item
in the airline’s contract of carriage
that requires reseating due to dis-
gusting-but-not-unsafe-per-se
conditions,” Keyes said in an
email. “In fact, social media is rife
with pictures of planes that have
been inadequately cleaned, in-
cluding vomit residue and other
unwelcome sights from a previous
flight.”

While there may not be a legal
requirement for airlines to move
you, if there’s a seat available “air-
lines will almost always reseat you
away from the soiled area,” Keyes
said. “And if the mess is so wide-
spread that it’s unavoidable for
some passengers—and especially
if it’s illness-inducing — then the
pilot may consider it a safety issue
and choose to divert.”

When the flight is full, as was
the case with the vomit-covered
seat on Air Canada, flight atten-
dants may not have a place to
move you. It’s airline discretion
what happens next, Keyes says.
Most airlines may put passengers
on the next flight, but he’s not
aware of a legal or contractual
right to cleanliness the way there
is with safety protections.

“In some ways this is an unfor-
tunate side effect of airlines’ focus
on on-time departures — cutting
corners on cleaning,” he said.

After the flight, ask for some to-
ken of compensation in-person or
via the airline’s customer service
email. Keyes says what you’ll get

is within the airline’s discretion,
but more often than not you can
expect some flight credit or fre-
quent flier miles. Nelson recom-
mends the same, and also adds
that travelers can ask flight atten-
dants to “alert the ground” of the
situation so that by the time you
land, staff will be there to assist
you with the situation on-site.

Air Canada didn’t respond to
questions from The Post on
whether it refunded two passen-
gers who were kicked off a flight
after refusing to sit in soiled seats.

W Should travelers be worried
about their health?

In case of biohazards, flight at-
tendants have protocols to follow
from OSHA, the Occupational
Safety and Health Administra-
tion. There should be biohazard
gear on planes to deal with con-
tamination to keep passengers
and flight attendants safe.

Kari Debbink, an associate sci-
entist and virologist with the
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School
of Public Health in Baltimore, said
the risk of contracting a serious ill-
ness such as Ebola or HIV from a
passenger’s bodily fluids is low.
However, travelers exposed to in-
fected particles could come down
with norovirus, a gastrointestinal
disease often associated with
cruise ships.

Even if the airline thoroughly
sanitizes the site of the incident,
norovirus could still be a threat.
The highly contagious disease can
travel a distance and linger on sur-
faces for days, infecting unsus-
pecting passengers.

“If someone does a good job of
cleaning up, it could still be on a
surface around you. You could
touch it, eat a sandwich and not
even realize that you were in con-
tact with it,” she said.

Debbink said if you become in-
fected, you’ll experience symp-
toms such as diarrhea, vomiting,
nausea and stomach pain within
24 to 48 hours. The virus typically
lasts for a day or two.

Household bleach will Kill the
virus; however, the Transporta-
tion Security Administration bans
liquid bleach in checked and car-
ry-on luggage.

Debbink said passengers can
wipe down surfaces with an alco-
hol-based sanitizer, but warns that
pathogens are finicky. “They may
work against some pathogens, but
they may not work against all of
them,” she said.

To protect yourself, she recom-
mends wearing a mask and wash-
ing your hands and any objects
that might have been exposed to
the bodily fluids.

Overall, Debbink said passen-
gers do not have to worry too
much about falling ill from anoth-
er passenger’s vomit, diarrhea or
blood — unless they have a strong
gag reflex.

“There’s really not that much of

an actual disease transmission
concern,” she said, “but it’s
gross.”

Stacey Rose, associate profes-
sor of infectious diseases and in-
ternal medicine at Baylor College
of Medicine in Houston, said par-
ticles from profuse vomiting or
diarrhea can spread far and wide.

“Particles tend to land in places
and then you end up touching
those surfaces, getting contami-
nated, and then touching your own
mouth or eyes or nose or mucous
membranes.”

She said a passenger could pick
up an infection from a simple act
such as pulling out a stick of gum
to unpop their ears.

Blood-borne diseases are less of
a threat than germs transmitted
the fecal-oral route. “A blood-
borne pathogen would be unlikely
to transmit if it was something
where you sat down and saw blood
on the seat or on the tray table.
Usually blood-borne pathogens
are not going to survive for long
periods of time on a surface. So as
long as someone is wiping it down
with alcohol-based or bleach-
based cleaning products, I don’t
see that as posing a huge risk,” she
said.

B How travelers can protect
themselves.

For a better chance at getting a
clean seat (or getting a flight that’s
not full, so there are more seats
open in case of emergency), Jen
Moyse, VP of product for the trav-
el app Triplt, recommends book-
ing early-morning flights, “though
even overnight cleaning may not
be helpful for vomit,” she said in
an email.

On the personal responsibility
front, Rose reminds passengers to
avoid flying if they are feeling un-
well. The repercussions could rip-
ple through the entire plane.
These recent viral incidents are “a
reminder that we have to be mind-
ful of the potential for us to intro-
duce potentially contagious mi-
croorganisms into our environ-
ment,” she said.

Nelson adds that travelers
should avoid eating anything risky
ahead of flying, to use the rest-
room before boarding and keep
your shoes on throughout your
trip, both because it’s gross for
other passengers and you run the
risk of picking up fungus, germs
and bacteria that can cause infec-
tions or warts.

“Nobody wants to see or smell
your feet on a plane,” she said.
“But first and foremost, we’re con-
cerned about your safety.”

Lastly, if you are feeling queasy
on your travel day, locate a barf
bag as soon as you take your seat.
While they’re supposed to be in
every seat-back pocket, some-
times they’re missing, or tucked
away tighter than you want in an
emergency. Don’t wait until it’s
too late to find out.
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Moroccans dig through rubble after quake, hope limited

By Sam METZ
AND MosA’AB ELSHAMY
Associated Press

TAFEGHAGHTE, Morocco — Survivors
with shovels worked alongside bulldozers
Monday to dig through remote Moroccan
villages flattened by a monstrous earth-
quake, as hope dwindled of finding people
alive under wood-and-dirt homes that pan-
caked into rubble and rescuers overseas
waited for Morocco to let them help.

More than 2,400 were killed when the
quake struck late Friday — the strongest in
the North African country in more than a
century.

A French aid group that specializes in lo-
cating people trapped under debris said it is
withdrawing an offer to send a nine-person
search-and-rescue team after waiting with-
out success for a green light from Morocco
to deploy. Rescuers Without Borders’ foun-
der, Arnaud Fraisse, told The Associated
Press that “our role is not to find bodies.”

Because homes in quake-hit areas were
often made of mud bricks with roofs of
wood, stone and clay, he said, the hope of
finding survivors at this point is slim.

“When all of that collapses, you don’t
have much chance of surviving, because
there are no air pockets,” Fraisse said — a
contrast to places where buildings are
made of concrete or other strong materials.
“People are generally suffocated by the
dust.”

Moroccan officials have so far accepted
government-offered aid from just four

Mosa'aB ELsHAMY/AP

A woman tries to recover some of her possessions from her home which was damaged
by the earthquake in the village of Tafeghaghte, near Marrakech, Morocco, on Monday.

countries — Spain, Qatar, Britain and the
United Arab Emirates. Morocco’s Interior
Ministry says officials want to avoid a lack
of coordination that “would be counterpro-
ductive.”

The United Nations estimates that
300,000 people were affected by Friday
night’s magnitude 6.8 quake, made more

dangerous by its relatively shallow depth.

Most of the destruction and deaths were
in Al Haouz province in the High Atlas
Mountains, where homes folded in on them-
selves and steep and winding roads became
clogged with rubble. Residents sometimes
cleared away rocks themselves.

In the remote impoverished settlement of

Tafeghaghte, villagers estimated that more
than half of the 160 inhabitants were killed.
People worked quickly to clear dead bodies,
but a foul stench filled the air Monday from
what residents said were dead cattle. Most
buildings had disintegrated.

Ibrahim Wahdouch lost two young
daughters and two other family members
and likened the village to a warzone.

“There’s not shooting but look around,”
he said.

Khadija Fairouje’s face was puffy from
crying as she joined relatives and neighbors
hauling possessions down rock-strewn
streets.

On Monday, a teen carried a shovel
through the rocks, bulldozers cleaned up
debris and survivors steered away from
half-wrecked buildings that threatened to
collapse.

A day earlier, people cheered when
trucks full of soldiers arrived in the town of
Amizmiz, down the mountain from Tafegh-
aghte. But they pleaded for more help.

“It’s a catastrophe,” said survivor Salah
Ancheu. “We don’t know what the future is.
The aid remains insufficient.”

Army units deployed Monday along a
paved road leading from Amizmiz to remo-
ter mountain villages. State news agency
MAP reported that bulldozers and other
equipment are being used to clear routes.
Tourists and residents lined up to give
blood. In some villages, people wept as boys
and helmet-clad police carried the dead
through streets.
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Biden closes Vietnam
visit with new deals
and McCain memorial

By JosH Boak
AND AAMER MADHANI
Associated Press

HANOI, Vietnam — President
Joe Biden closed a visit to Vietnam
on Monday by spotlighting new
business deals and partnerships
between the two countries and
paying respects at a memorial
honoring his late friend and col-
league Sen. John McCain, who en-
dured a lengthy imprisonment in
Hanoi during the Vietnam War.

Biden met with Prime Minister
Pham Minh Chinh, who also ac-
companied Biden to a quick drop
by at a meeting of business lead-
ers. Biden also sat down with
President Vo Van Thuong, who
hosted the U.S. president for a for-
mal state luncheon. The two sides
are looking to strengthen their
partnership amid shared con-
cerns about China’s assertiveness

in the Pacific.

Both leaders spoke about
strengthening Vietnam’s semi-
conductor industry. Biden made
clear his administration’s com-
mitment to an open Pacific.

“My message today is quite sim-
ple. Let’s keep it up,” Biden told
the CEOs. “We need to develop
and drive our collaboration, We
need to forge new partnerships.”

The prime minister also
stressed the need to improve
cooperation and said “the sky is
the limit” for the expanding U.S.-
Vietnam relationship.

“We truly wish to receive strong
political commitment from the
U.S. government including you,
Mr. President, who has had great
affection for Vietnam,” the prime
minister said.

Highlights of the major deals
announced by the White House

during Biden’s first-ever visit to
Vietnam include U.S.-based Boe-
ing’s $7.5 billion deal with Viet-
nam Airlines to buy about S0 air-
craft and Arizona-based Amkor
Technology’s plans for a $1.6 bil-
lion factory in Bac Ninh Province.

Before departing, Biden visited
the John Sidney McCain III Me-
morial near the site where, as a 31-

Evan Vucci/AP

President Joe Biden visits John Sidney McCain Il Memorial in Hanoi,
Vietnam, on Monday.

year-old Navy lieutenant com-
mander, McCain’s Skyhawk dive
bomber was shot down by the
North Vietnamese. Both sides ex-
changed documents Monday on
unaccounted U.S. service mem-
bers and Vietnamese soldiers. Bi-
den left one of his commemorative
coins at the memorial, the White
House said.

Afghanistan
is thriving
meth maker

Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — Afghanistan is
the world’s fastest-growing maker
of methamphetamine, a report
from the United Nations drug
agency said Sunday. The country
is also a major opium producer
and heroin source, even though
the Taliban declared a war on nar-
cotics after they returned to power
in August 2021.

The United Nations’ Office on
Drugs and Crimes, which publish-
ed the report, said meth in Af-
ghanistan is mostly made from le-
gally available substances or ex-
tracted from the ephedra plant,
which grows in the wild.

The report called Afghanistan’s
meth manufacturing a growing
threat to national and regional
health and security because it
could disrupt the synthetic drug
market and fuel addiction. It said
seizures of meth suspected to have
come from Afghanistan have been
reported from the European
Union and east Africa.
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Singular satire

Cord Jefferson breaks through as major
new voice in film with ‘American Fiction’

By JAKE COYLE

Associated Press

ifty pages into Percival

Everett’s “Erasure,”

Cord Jefferson knew he

wanted to adapt it into a
movie script. Halfway through, he
began to see Jeffrey Wright play-
ing the book’s academic protago-
nist, Thelonious “Monk” Ellison.
By the time he was finished, he
knew he wanted to direct it, too.

As quick as that, Cord Jefferson
— the 4l-year-old TV writer of
“Succession,” “Master of None”
and “Watchmen” — began work-
ing toward his directing debut,
“American Fiction.” And just as
speedily, following its premiere at
the Toronto International Film
Festival, “American Fiction” be-
came a breakout hit of the festival,
launching Jefferson as a major
new voice in movies.

In the film, Monk (Wright), is a
frustrated author whose agent
(John Ortiz) tells him his books —
the latest of which is a reworking
of Aeschylus’ “The Persians” —
aren’t “Black enough.” “I'm
Black,” he responds, “and this is
my book.”

Monk, played with acerbic per-
fection and delightful disgust by
Wright, writes as a drunken lark, a
book intended to parody the kinds
that sell and cater to white au-
diences’ view of Black people. Un-
der the pseudonym Stagg R.
Leigh, he dashes off a manuscript
of thug life trauma porn titled “My
Pafology” that — surprise — im-
mediately sells and gets bought
for movie rights.

“All the conversations that the
book was having were conversa-
tions I was having with my friends
and had been having for decades,”
Jefferson, who was an editor for
Gawker before transitioning into
TV, said in an interview.

“I worked as a journalist for
eight or nine years before working
in television,” he added. “I was
having the exact same conversa-

tions with Black colleagues in both
professions: Why are we always
writing about misery and trauma
and violence and pain inflicted on
Blacks? Why is this what people
expect from us? Why is this the on-
ly thing we have to offer to cul-
ture?”

“American Fiction,” which
MGM will release Nov. 3 in thea-
ters, is a funny, jazzy riff on Black
representation in books and films
that delights in mocking both ster-
eotypes and identity politics while
pleading for something more nu-
anced.

“One of the main themes is the
way we see ourselves as unique,
specific individuals, and the way
the world tries to put us into little
boxes and sand away all the things
that make us unique and special,”
Jefferson said.

Atthe TIFF premiere, Jefferson
took a moment to note that he
loves movies like “12 Years a
Slave” and “New Jack City.” But
Jefferson, lamenting “a poverty of
imagination when it comes to
what Black life looks like,” said
other films on the spectrum
should exist, too.

“I feel like Jewish people get
‘Schindler’s List’ and ‘Annie
Hall,” said Jefferson.

While Woody Allen’s film may
be a reference point to “American
Fiction,” direct comparisons are
harder to come by for such a bree-
zy but biting commentary. Tracee
Ellis Ross, Sterling K. Brown and
Erika Alexander co-star, along
with Issa Rae, who plays the au-
thor of a book titled “We’s Lives in
Da Ghetto.”

“One of the most exciting things
has been in test screening when
we ask people, ‘What does this
film remind you of?’” says Jeffer-
son. “There’s been several people
who can’t name a comedy or a film
it reminds them of.”

Jefferson, who grew up in Tuc-
son, Ariz., wrote on some of the is-
sues his film touched on in a 2014

JoeL C RyaN, INvisioN/AP

“American Fiction” director Cord Jefferson, shown Sunday in Toronto,
would like to see more nuance in depictions of Black culture.

“Why are we always writing about
misery and trauma and violence
and pain inflicted on Blacks? Why
is this what people expect from us?
Why is this the only thing we have
to offer to culture?”

piece titled “The Racism Beat.” In
it, he described the importance of
writers from marginalized groups
bringing individual perspective to
journalism, but the difficulty of
not being defined by it.

Jefferson, who has also written
about donating a kidney to his fa-
ther and being biracial, became a
writer for “The Nightly Show with
Larry Wilmore” before transition-
ing into drama and comedy series.

Cord Jefferson

Directing a film, Jefferson says,
wasn’t necessarily a lifelong am-
bition. He hadn’t gone to film
school, so he didn’t think it was in
the cards until he spoke with a
friend directing an episode of
“Master of None” who had studied
business, not film.

“I realized all you need to do is
have a vision and be able to artic-
ulate it other people,” says Jeffer-
son.

Emma Stone-led ‘Poor Things’ wins top prize in Venice

By N1coLE WINFIELD
Associated Press

“Poor Things,” a film about Victorian-era fe-
male empowerment, won the Golden Lion on
Sept. 9 at a Venice Film Festival largely de-
prived of Hollywood glamour because of the
writers and actors strikes.

The film, starring Emma Stone, won the top
prize at the 80th edition of the festival, which is
often a predictor of Oscar glory. Director Yor-
gos Lanthimos said the film wouldn’t exist
without Stone, who was also a producer but
was not on the Lido for the festival.

“This film is her, in front and behind the
camera,” Lanthimos said.

The film, based on Alasdair Gray’s 1992 nov-
el of the same name, tells the tale of Bella Bax-
ter, who is brought back to life by a scientist
and, after a whirlwind learning curve, runs off
with a sleazy lawyer and embarks on a series of
adventures devoid of societal judgments.

Other top winners on the Lido were two films
shaming Europe for its migration policies.

“Io Capitano” (Me Captain), by Matteo Gar-
rone, won the award for best director while
Garrone’s young star, Seydou Sarr, won the
award for best young actor. The film tells the
story of two young boys’ odyssey from Dakar,
Senegal, to the detention camps in Libya and
finally across the Mediterranean to Europe.

Agnieszka Holland’s “Green Border,” about
Europe’s other migration crisis on the Polish-
Belarus border, won the Special Jury Prize.

“People are still hiding in forests, deprived
of their dignity, of their human rights, of their
safety, and some of them will lose their lives
here in Europe,” Holland told the audience.
“Not because we don’t have the resources to
help them but because we don’t want to.”

Peter Sarsgaard won best actor for “Memo-
ry,” in which he co-stars with Jessica Chastain
in a film about high schoolers reuniting.

Cailee Spaeny won best actress for “Priscil-
la,” Sofia Coppola’s portrait of the private side
of Priscilla and Elvis Presley.

‘The Nun IT’
tops box office
with $32.6M

From wire reports

Like many horror films before
it, bad reviews didn’t scare off mo-
viegoers from seeing “The Nun
II.” The sequel to the 2018 hit
topped the box office in its first
weekend in North American thea-
ters earning an estimated $32.6
million, the studio said Sunday.

The Michael Graves-directed
sequel starring Taissa Farmiga
and Storm Reid fell far short of the
debut for the first film ($53.8 mil-
lion), but it’s still a solid launch.
“The Nun” movies are part of the
so-called Conjuring universe,
which now has nine films, and $2.1
billion in box office, to its name.
The sequel also played well inter-
nationally, picking up $52.7 mil-
lion overseas and boosting its
global debut to $85.3 million.

“The Nun II” bumped Denzel
Washington’s “Equalizer 3” to
second place in its second week-
end. The Columbia Pictures re-
lease added $12.1 million, bringing
its domestic grosses to $61.9 mil-
lion and its worldwide earnings to
$107.7 million.

Third place went to another new
movie: “My Big Fat Greek Wed-
ding 3.” The film earned an esti-
mated $10 million.

Paul Reubens reportedly
died of respiratory failure

Paul Reubens was battling two
forms of cancer when he died in
July.

The actor and comedian’s death
certificate lists “acute hypoxic re-
spiratory failure” as the immedi-
ate cause of death, according to a
Sept. 8 report by People. Acute hy-
poxic respiratory failure occurs
when the respiratory system can-
not provide enough oxygen.

The underlying primary cause
of death was recorded as acute
myelogenous leukemia, a type of
blood and bone marrow cancer.
Reubens had also reportedly been
diagnosed with metastatic lung
cancer.

In aJuly 31 social media post an-
nouncing his death, it was re-
vealed that Reubens, best known
for portraying the character Pee-
wee Herman, had been privately
battling cancer for years.

Other news

B Charlie Robison, the Texas
singer-songwriter whose rootsy
anthems made the country charts
until he was forced to retire after
complications from a medical pro-
cedure left him unable to sing,
died Sunday. He was 59. Robison
died at a hospital in San Antonio
after suffering cardiac arrest and
other complications, according to
afamily representative. Robison’s
2001 album “Step Right Up” pro-
duced his only Top 40 country
song, “I Want You Bad.”



Tuesday, September 12, 2023

e STARS AND STRIPES °

3 RRER{EIRE N

Pace 15

STARSH,#STRIPES.

Max D. Lederer Jr., Publisher
Laura Law, Chief Operating Officer
Lt. Col. Katie R. Fidler, Europe commander
John Rodriguez, Europe chief of staff
Lt. Col. Marci Hoffman, Pacific commander
Michael Ryan, Pacific chief of staff

EDITORIAL
Robert H. Reid, Editor in Chief

reid.robert@stripes.com

Sean Moores, Managing Editor for Presentation
moores.sean@stripes.com

Ann Pinson, Digital Managing Editor
pinson.ann@stripes.com

BUREAU STAFF

Europe/Mideast

Erik Slavin, Europe & Mideast Bureau Chief
slavin.erik@stripes.com

+49(0)631.3615.9350; DSN (314)583.9350

Pacific

Aaron Kidd, Pacific Bureau Chief
kidd.aaron@stripes.com

+81.42.552.2511 ext. 88380; DSN (315)227.7380

Washington

Joseph Cacchioli, Washington Bureau Chief
cacchioli.joseph@stripes.com

(+1)(202)886-0033

Brian Bowers, Assistant Managing Editor, News
bowers.brian@stripes.com

CIRCULATION
Mideast

David Schultz, District Manager
schultz.david@stripes.com
xsscirculation@stripes.com
+49(0)152.5672.5036; DSN (314)583-9111

Europe

Carlo Aquino, Circulation Manager
aquino.carlo@stripes.com
memberservices@stripes.com

+49(0)631.3615.9136; DSN (314)583.9136

Pacific
Mari Mori, customerhelp@stripes.com
+81-3 6385.3171; DSN (315)227.7333

CONTACT US

Washington
tel: (+1)202.886.0003
633 3rd St. NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20001-3050

Reader letters
letters@stripes.com

Additional contacts

stripes.com/contactus

OMBUDSMAN

Ernie Gates

The Stars and Stripes ombudsman protects the free flow
of news and information, reporting any attempts by the
military or other authorities to undermine the newspaper’s
independence. The ombudsman also responds to concerns
and questions from readers, and monitors coverage for
fairness, accuracy, timeliness and balance. The ombudsman
welcomes comments from readers, and can be contacted by
email at ombudsman@stripes.com, or by phone at
202.886.0003.

Stars and Stripes (USPS 0417900) is published week-
days (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) for 50 cents Monday
through Thursday and for $1 on Friday by Pacific Stars and
Stripes, Unit 45002, APO AP 96301-5002. Periodicals
postage paid at San Francisco, CA, Postmaster: Send
address changes to Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002,
APO AP 96301-5002. This newspaper is authorized by the
Department of Defense for members of the military services
overseas. However, the contents of Stars and Stripes are
unofficial, and are not to be considered as the official views
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government. As a DOD newspa-
per, Stars and Stripes may be distributed through official
channels and use appropriated funds for distribution to
remote locations where overseas DOD personnel are located.

The appearance of advertising in this publication does
not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense or
Stars and Stripes of the products or services advertised.
Products or services advertised shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor of
the purchaser, user or patron.

© Stars and Stripes 2023
stripes.com

OPINION

Whiskey Rebellion informs effort to disqualify Trump

By JasoN WiLLICK
The Washington Post

ell, that didn’t take long. Last

month, two law professors,

both of them constitutional

originalists, made headlines
with a 126-page article declaring that Donald
Trump is “automatically” disqualified from
the presidency under a provision of the 14th
Amendment, ratified after the Civil War, that
barred insurrectionists from office. Last
week, a liberal group filed alawsuit in Colora-
do demanding Trump’s removal from the bal-
lot for his role in the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot,
citing the new law review article 11 times.
Whatissure tobe awell-funded and well-coor-
dinated campaign to disqualify Trump from
office has begun.

From the center-left to the center-right,
most arguments against this radical course
appeal to pragmatic concerns: The Constitu-
tion’s language on “insurrection” is vague;
mayhem would result if states could unilater-
ally disqualify presidential candidates; even
attempts to remove candidates from the ballot
will erode faith in the electoral process.

The disqualifiers impractically claim that
someone can be constitutionally guilty of in-
surrection without having been convicted of
the offense, either criminally or in an im-
peachment trial. But the 14th Amendment al-
so bars from office those who gave “aid or
comfort” toenemies of the United States. Alib-
eral interpretation of that clause could be es-
pecially dangerous. Under the disqualifiers’
reasoning, a person could essentially be
barred from office based on foreign policy ad-
vocacy that is not criminal.

Accusations of aiding enemies are regretta-
bly common in U.S. politics. Last week, for ex-
ample, Navy Secretary Carlos Del Toro ac-
cused Sen. Tommy Tuberville, R-Ala., of “aid-
ing and abetting communist and other auto-
craticregimes” because the senatoris holding
up military nominees in protest of a Pentagon
abortion policy. The only time Congress has
actually invoked the 14th Amendment to dis-
qualify a member outside the context of the
Civil War was during World War I, to remove
an antiwar socialist from Wisconsin.

The criminal process exists to determine

guilt for offenses that require specific acts and
intent. Impeachment provides a parallel polit-
ical process. If the standard for disqualifica-
tion is undefined and lower than the standard
for conviction through either process,how can
administrators and courts know reliably
which candidates to yank from voters’ ballots?

These arguments about the theory’s
unworkability are valid, but as a political mat-
ter, they won’t persuade. Champions of “auto-
matic” disqualification have one pragmatic
objective in mind: Eliminating Trump from
U.S. politics. So what if they turn the 14th
Amendment’s Section 3 into a Red Scare in-
strument in the process? Any damaging con-
sequences from this constitutional leap of
faith,in their view, palein comparison withthe
damaging consequences of another Trump
term. That internal political logic will only re-
inforce itself as the election approaches.

Courts might look for ways toresolve thisis-
sue on technicalities or prudential grounds.
Butareal debate requires reaching the merits
of the question: Did Trump engage in insur-
rection or not?

The Jan. 6 Capitol attack was not compara-
ble to the Civil War, which killed 2% ofthe U.S.
population, and such comparisons are self-
discrediting. But the law review article—and
Colorado lawsuit — also reference the Whis-
key Rebellion (or “Western Insurrection”)
from 1791 to 1794 as a point of comparison for
the Capitol violence. The notoriety of the
Whiskey Rebellion in the Constitution’s early
decades could show that Americans adopting
the 14th Amendment in 1868 had a lower
threshold for insurrection than the Civil War.

Butarecent book on the Whiskey Rebellion
by historian Brady J. Crytzer shows that the
challenge to federal authority was far more
sustained and organized in the early republic
than in January 2021. The whiskey rebels,
based in western Pennsylvania, opposed a
1791 tax on whiskey and Treasury Secretary
Alexander Hamilton’s wider economic pro-
gram. They hadleaders, assemblies and emis-
saries whonegotiated with federal authorities.

A federal investigator found in 1792 that the
rebelshad created “a dangerous confederacy,
composed of almost all the magistrates, other
publicofficers,and clergy” intheregion. Even

when the identity of violent insurgents was
known, the authorities couldn’t or wouldn’t ar-
restthem. The whiskey rebels perceived their
assembly as a “new governing body,” Crytzer
writes. In 1794, a rebel militia staged a shoot-
out at the home of a federal tax collector. The
official called for military assistance; the fed-
eral troops arrived to face “six hundred rebels
marching in formation.” Another firefight en-
sued; the rebels disarmed the fleeing troops
and took their commander as a “prisoner of
war.” Later, the rebels gathered at least 1,500
men under arms and threatened to seize Pitts-
burgh’s Fort Lafayette.

The pro-Trump rioters’ violent breach of
the Capitol on Jan. 6 was a stain on the nation,
butit was not aninsurgency like the yearslong
Whiskey Rebellion. The key difference is ex-
plicit in the legislation President George
Washington invoked to use military force
against the rebels: That they had formed
“combinations too powerful to be suppressed
by the ordinary course of judicial proceed-
ings.” That wasn’t the case for Jan. 6. Afterthe
riot, participants wereidentified and arrested.

The history of the Whiskey Rebellion
should temper, not inflame, expectations that
the 14th Amendment’sinsurrection clause ap-
plies automatically to Trump’s Jan. 6 conduct.
Zoom out, and the Whiskey Rebellion also
highlights the practical case for avoiding lax
standards for disqualification. About six years
after the rebellion was put down, Thomas Jef-
ferson rose to the presidency as the standard-
bearer of the Democratic-Republican Party,
whose political base included former sympa-
thizers of the whiskey rebels. The Federalists,
who had zealously quashed the rebellion,
found themselves permanently out of power.

Backers of the disqualification campaign
today seem to wish that Trumpism can simply
be extirpated from the United States. More
likely — following the pattern of the 1790s —
populists will someday have another chance
in government. At that point, liberals might
come to regret having legitimated the 14th
Amendment as a quasi-authoritarian tool for
purging political opposition.

Jason Willick is a Washington Post columnist focusing on law,
politics and foreign policy.

Maybe some elements of football are best left unexamined

By Joun M. Crisp
Tribune News Service
aybe the beginning of a new
football season isn’t the best
time to consider the damage
that football does to players’
bodies. In fact, if you’d rather not think about
it, turn the page. Otherwise, consider this:

The American football player’s stock-in-
trade is his body, and every game demands
that players be willing to sacrifice a part —
great or small — of their physical and mental
capital. Football is an inherently violent sport;
those unwilling to risk their health won’t last
long in the modern game.

In short, football’s violence consumes its
players. And just as players must be willing to
sacrifice themselves for the game, so its many
fans must be willing to sacrifice the players
who make the game possible.

My guess is that the average fan doesn’t
spend much time thinking about the toll foot-
ball takes on its players. Of course, games are
paused when a player can’t leave the field un-
der his own power. Teams drop to a knee and
spectators murmur worriedly while trainers

determine the severity of the injury.

An injured player who gives the crowd a
thumbsup asheiscarted offthe field garnersa
great cheer from the fans, reflecting either
theirgratitude or theirrelief at the illusion that
everything is fine and the game can go on.
Which it soon does.

But most of football’s damage is invisible to
the faninthe stands. It occurs among the thou-
sands of unseen players who sustain injuries
of various severities, many of which will affect
them fortheirlifetimes. Some players are par-
alyzed and a few die every year. These stories
don’t linger on the sports pages.

And in recent decades we’ve learned about
chronictraumaticencephalopathy, the unsur-
prising consequence of hard blows to players’
fragile brains or of repetitive sub-concussive
blows. Some evidence indicates a staggering
prevalence of CTE in pro football players,
which results in life-devastating effects long
after the fans have moved on to other players.

We rationalize the damage that football
does to its players in various ways: They
choose to play the game. They’re well paid.
They love football.

But these dubious pretexts ignore our com-
plicityinthe creation ofthe incentivesthatmo-
tivate football players to risk their lives and
health,and they dodge theissue of whetherthe
players’ willing participation in the game ab-
solves us of the damage they suffer.

In fact, football requires from its fans con-
siderable denial aboutthe harmthe game does
to its players. That’s why Matthew Walther’s
column in The New York Times last week was
a refreshing dose of candor. Walther agrees
with Cardinals fullback Ron Wolfley that foot-
ball “by definition cannot be safe.”

He says that Homer “captured the spirit of
the N.F.L. when he dismissed mortality as be-
neath the concern of the great-souled.”

Homersaid: “Evenasare the generations of
leaves, such are those also of men. As for the
leaves, the wind scattereth some upon the
earth.” One wonders if this casual dismissal of
the value to each individual life is too fatalistic.
But we’ll think about that after the game. Or
not.

John M. Crisp, an op-ed columnist for Tribune News Service,
lives in Texas.
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AP Top 25

The Top 25 teams in The Associated
Press college football poll, with first-place
votes in parentheses, records through
Sep. 9, total points based on 25 points fora
first- place vote through one point for a
25th-place vote, and previous ranking:

Record Pts Prv

1. Georgia (55) 2-0 1540 1
2. Michigan (2) 2-0 1458 2
3. Florida St. (3) 2-0 1413 4
4. Texas (2) 2-0 1338 11
5. Southern Cal 3-0 1269 6
6. Ohio St. 2-0 1265 5
7.Penn St. 2-0 1204 7
8. Washington 2-0 1102 8
9. Notre Dame 3-0 1015 10
10. Alabama 1-1 953 3
11. Tennessee 2-0 929 9
12. Utah 2-0 847 12
13. Oregon 2-0 827 13
14.LSU 1-1 667 14
15. Kansas St. 2-0 636 15
16. Oregon St. 2-0 605 16
17. Mississippi 2-0 505 20
18. Colorado 2-0 481 22
19. Oklahoma 2-0 453 18
20. North Carolina 2-0 444 17
21. Duke 2-0 421 21
22. Miami 2-0 230 -—
23. Washington St. 2-0 129 -
24. UCLA 2-0 107 -
25. lowa 2-0 106 -

Others receiving votes: Clemson 86, Ar-
kansas 33, TCU 19, Kansas 19, Tulane 17,
Wisconsin 10, Kentucky 5, Mississippi St. 5,
Minnesota 3, Cincinnati 3, Fresno St. 2,
Wyoming 1, Oklahoma St. 1, Maryland 1,
James Madison 1.

USA Today ACFA Coaches Poll

The USA Today Sports AFCA Coaches
Poll Top 25 with first-place votes received,
team’s records, total points based on 25
for first place through one point for 25th
and ranking in last weeks poll:

Record Pts Pvs

1. Georgia (64) 2-0 1624 1
2. Michigan (1) 2-0 1533 2
3. Florida State 2-0 1441 5
4. Ohio State 2-0 1401 4
5. Southern California 3-0 1319 6
6. Texas 2-0 1318 10
7. Penn State 2-0 1229 7
8. Washington 2-0 1129 8
9. Tennessee 2-0 1039 9
10. Alabama 1-1 1016 3
11. Notre Dame 3-0 1004 11
12. Utah 2-0 893 12
13. Oregon 2-0 870 13
14.LSU 1-1 714 14
15. Kansas State 2-0 675 15
16. Oklahoma 2-0 584 17
17. Oregon State 2-0 562 18
18. North Carolina 2-0 506 16
19. Mississippi 2-0 503 20
20. Duke 2-0 363 24
21. Colorado 2-0 357 25
22. Clemson 1-1 207 21
23. Miami (Fla.) 2-0 195 —
24. lowa 2-0 166 -
25.UCLA 2-0 101 —

Dropped out: No. 19 Wisconsin (1-1); No.
22 Tulane (1-1); No. 23 Texas A&M (1-1).

Others receiving votes: Washington
State (2-0) 80; Kentucky (2-0) 38; TCU (1 1)
26; Auburn (2-0) 23; Texas A&M (1-1) 21;
Fresno State (2-0) 21; Kansas (2-0) 17; Tu
lane (1-1) 16; Missouri (2-0) 14; Maryland
(2-0) 14; Wake Forest (2-0) 13; Oklahoma
State (2-0) 12; Central Florida (2-0) 11; Ar-
kansas (2-0) 10; Syracuse (2-0) 9; Cincinna-
ti (2-0) 8; Wisconsin (1-1) 7; Mississippi
State (2-0) 7; Wyoming (2-0) 6; Minnesota
(2-0) 6; Air Force (2-0) 5; Louisville (2-0) 3;
South Carolina (1-1) 3; Memphis (2-0) 3;
égrg)ef Madison (2-0) 2; Michigan State

Schedule
Thursday, Sept. 14
SOUTH
Bethune-Cookman (1-1) at Miami (2-0)
Navy (1-1) at Memphis (2-0)
Friday, Sept. 15
EAST
Virginia (0-2) at Maryland (2-0)
SOUTHWEST

Army (1-1) at UTSA (1-1)

FAR WEST
Utah St. (1-1) at Air Force (2-0)

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
W L Pct GB
Xx-New York 32 8 .800 —
x-Connecticut 27 13 .675
x-Atlanta 19 21 .475 13
x-Washington 19 21 475 13
x-Chicago 18 22 .450 14
Indiana 13 27 .325 19
WESTERN CONFERENCE
w L Pct GB
x-Las Vegas 34 6 .850 —
x-Dallas 22 18 .550 12
x-Minnesota 19 21 475 15
Los Angeles 17 23 .425 17
Seattle 11 29 .275 23
Phoenix 9 31 .225 25
x-clinched playoff spot
Sunday’s games

Indiana 87, Minnesota 72
Washington 90, New York 88
Dallas 94, Atlanta 77

Chicago 102, Connecticut 91, OT
Las Vegas 100, Phoenix 85

Los Angeles 91, Seattle 89

End of regular season

WNBA playoffs

(x-if necessary)
First Round
(Best-of-three)
No. 1 Las Vegas vs. No. 8 Chicago
Wednesday: at Las Vegas
Sunday, Sept. 17: at Las Vegas
x-Wednesday, Sept. 20: at Chicago

No. 2 New York vs. No. 7 Washington
Friday: at New York
Tuesday, Sept. 19: at New York
x-Friday, Sept. 22: at Washington

No. 3 Connecticut vs. No. 6 Minnesota
Wednesday: at Connecticut

Sunday, Sept. 17: at Connecticut
x-Wednesday, Sept. 20: at Minnesota

No. 4 Dallas vs. No. 5 Atlanta
Friday: at Dallas
Tuesday, Sept. 19: at Dallas
x-Friday, Sept. 22: at Atlanta
Semifinals
(Best-of-five)
Sept. 24-Oct. 3
Las Vegas-Chicago winnervs. Dallas-At-
lanta winner
New York-Washington winner vs. Con-
necticut-Minnesota winner
Finals
(Best-of-five)
Oct. 8-20
Semifinal winners

Sunday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

BOSTON RED SOX — Reinstated RHP Gar-
rett Whitlock from the bereavement list.
Placed LHP James Paxton onthe 15-day IL,
retroactive to Sept. 7. Recalled RHP Nick
Robertson from Worcester (IL). Optioned
LHP Joe Jacques to Worcester.

DETROIT TIGERS — Selected the con-
tract of RHP Sawyer Gipson-Long from To-
ledo (IL). Optioned RHP Brendan White to
Toledo.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Reinstated RHP
Ben Joyce and INF Zach Neto from the IL.
Optioned INF Trey Cabbage and LHP Kol-
ton Ingram to Salt Lake (PCL). Sent RHP
Chris Rodriguez to Inland Empire (CL) ona
rehab assignment.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Placed SS Jorge
Polanco on the bereavement list. Recalled
OF Gilberto Celestino from St. Paul (IL).

NEW YORK YANKEES — Recalled LHP An-
thony Misiewicz and RHP Matt Bowman
from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). Op-
tioned RHP Ron Marinaccio and LHP Matt
Krook to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Recalled RHP
Eduard Bazardo from Tacoma (PCL). Des-
ignated RHP Luke Weaver for assignment.

National League

ATLANTA BRAVES — Recalled RHPs AJ
Smith-Shawver and Allan Winans from
Gwinnett (IL). Optioned LHP Dylad Dodd
and RHP Darius Vines to Gwinnett (IL).

CINCINNATI REDS — Reinstated RHP
Hunter Greene, 1B Joey Votto and 3B Jo-
nathan India from the 10-day IL. Optioned
RHP Lyon Richardson to Louisville (IL). Re-
turned 2B Alejo Lopez and RHP Carson
Spiers to Louisville (IL).

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Selected the
contract of RHP Wander Suero from Okla-
homa City (PCL). Placed RHP Gus Varland
on the 10-day IL.

MIAMIMARLINS — Optioned LHP Emma-
nuel De Jesus to Jacksonville (IL). Selected
the contract of LHP Daniel Castano from
Jacksonville.

COLLEGE

MICHIGAN STATE — Suspended football
coach Mel Tucker.

AP SPORTLIGHT

Sept. 12
1895 — Defender wins three straight
matches from the British challenger Val-
kyrie Il to defend the America’s Cup for the
United States.
1936 — Fred Perry becomes the first for-

eign player to win three U.S. men’s singles
titles when he defeats Don Budge, 2-6, 6-2,
8-6, 1-6, 10-8. Alice Marble ends the four-
year reign of Helen Jacobs as U.S. wom-
en’s singles champion, with a 4-6, 6-3, 6-2
victory.

Hollywood Casino 400

NASCAR Cup Series
Sunday
At Kansas Speedway
Kansas City, Kan.
Lap length: 1.50 miles
(Start position in parentheses)
1. (5) Tyler Reddick, Toyota, 268 laps, 51
points. .
2. (14) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 268, 48.
3.(19) Erik Jones, Chevrolet, 268, 39.
4. (2) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 268, 43.
5.(11) Joey Logano, Ford, 268, 35.
6. (4) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 268, 41.
7. (35) Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, 268, 30.
8. (1) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 268, 38.
9. (12) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 268, 41.
10. (23) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 268, 27.
11. (20) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 268, 3
12. (17) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 268, 35
13. (6) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 268, 31.
14. (36) Ty Gibbs, Toyota 268, 23.
15. (9) William Byron, Chevrolet, 268, 22.
16. (15) Daniel Suarez, Chevrolet, 268, 21.
17. (25) Aric Almirola, Ford, 268, 20.
18. (28) Ryan Preece, Ford, 268, 19.
19. (26) Chase Briscoe, Ford, 268, 18.
0. 20. (21) Carson Hocevar, Chevrolet, 268,

21. (30) Justin Haley, Chevrolet, 268, 16.
22.(24) Corey LalJoie, Chevrolet 268 15.
628314(116) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Chevrolet

24. (27) Cole Custer, Ford, 268, 0.

25. (32) Todd Gilliland, Ford, 267, 12.

26. (7) Michael McDowell, Ford, 267, 11.
27.(13) Chris Buescher, Ford, 267, 12.
28.(33) Tg Dillon, Chevrolet, 267, 9.

29. (34) Sheldon Creed, Chevrolet, 266, 0.
30. (22) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 266,

7.
31. (18) Austin Cindric, Ford, 266, 6.
32. (10) Bubba Wallace, Toyota, 264, 14.
33.(8) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 259, 4.
34.(31) JJ Yeley, Ford, dvp, 212, 0.
35.(29) Harrison Burton Ford, dvp,175 2.
3, 316 (3) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, accident,
Race statistics
Average speed of race winner: 125.213
m

Time of race: 3 hours, 12 minutes, 38 sec-
onds.

Margin of victory: 0.327 seconds.

Caution flags: 9 for 45 laps.

Lead changes: 19 among 10 drivers.

Lap leaders: C.Bell 0-9; K.Larson 10-39;
A.Almirola 40-42; K.Larson 43-66; B.Wal-
lace 67-69; K.Larson 70-109; J.Yeley 110;
K.Larson 111-114; C.Elliott 115-131; K.Lar-
son 132; C.Elliott 133-162; B.Keselowski
163-171; D.Hamlin 172; B.Keselowski 173-
186; D.Hamlin 187-215; C.Bell 216-221;
DSuarez 222-230; D. Hamlln 231-263;
D.Suarez 264-266; T.Reddick 267-268

Leaders summary (driver, times led,
laps led): K.Larson, 5 times for 99 Iaps,
D.Hamlin, 3 times for 63 laps; C.Elliott, 2
t|mesfor47|aps BKeseIowskl 2times for
23 laps; C.Bell, 2 times for 15 Iaps; D.Sua-
rez, 2 times for 12 laps; A.Almirola, 1 time
for 3 laps; B.Wallace, 1 time for 3 laps;
T.Reddick, 1 time for 2 laps; J.Yeley, 1 time
for 1 lap.

Wins: W.Byron, 5; K.Larson, 3; K.Busch, 3;
C.Buescher, 3; M.Truex, 3; T.Reddick, 2;
D.Hamlin, 2; R.Blaney, 1; R.Chastain, 1;
C.Bell, 1; J.Logano, 1; R.Stenhouse, 1;
M.McDowell, 1.

Top 16 in points: 1. K.Larson, 2117; 2.
T.Reddick, 2111; 3. D.Hamlin, 2105; 4. W.By-
ron, 2097; 5. B.Keselowski, 2089; 6. R.Bla-

ney, 2081; 7. K.Busch, 2080; 8. R.Chastain,
2074; 9. C.Buescher, 2069; 10. C.Bell, 2069;
11. J.Logano, 2068; 12. K.Harvick, 2063; 13.
M.Truex, 2056; 14. B.Wallace, 2044; 15.
R.Stenhouse, 2041; 16. M.McDowell, 2023.

Firestone Grand Prix of Monterey

IndyCar Series
Sunday
At Weathertech Raceway Laguna Seca
Monterey, Calif.
Lap length: 2.238 miles
(Start position in parentheses)
1. (11) Scott Dixon, Dallara-Honda, 95
laps, Running.
2. (2) Scott McLaughlin, Dallara-Chevro-
let, 95, Running.
3 (5)A|ex Palou Dallara-Honda, 95, Run-

4 (7) Will Power, Dallara-Chevrolet, 95,
Running

5. (20) Callum llott, Dallara-Chevrolet,
95, Runnin

6. (3) Christian Lundgaard, Dallara-Hon-
da, 95, Running.

7. (15) Alexander Rossi, Dallara-Chevro-
let, 95, Running.

8 (14) Marcus Armstrong, Dallara-Hon-
da, 95, Runnmg

9.(9) Pato O'Ward, Dallara-Chevrolet, 95,
Running.

10. (25) Ryan Hunter-Reay,
Chevrolet, 95, Running.

9 11. (8) Romaln Grosjean, Dallara-Honda,
5, Run

12. (24) Stlng Ray Robb, Dallara-Honda,
95, Running.

13. (27) Helio Castroneves, Dallara-Hon-
da, 95, Running. .

14. (19) Agustin Canapino, Dallara-Chev-
rolet, 95, Running.

15. (18) Marcus Ericsson, Dallara-Honda,
94, Running.

16. (23) Benjamin Pedersen, Dallara-
Chevrolet, 94, Running.

17. 17) Santino Ferrucci, Dallara-Chev-
rolet, 94, Running.

18. (6) Rinus VeeKay, Dallara-Chevrolet,
93, Runnmgl:l

19. (1) Felix Rosenqvist, Dallara-Chevro-
let, 93, Running.

20. (22) Dawd Malukas, Dallara-Honda,
93, Running.

21. (4) Josef Newgarden, Dallara-Chev-
rolet, 91, Running.

22. (26) Devlin DeFrancesco, Dallara-
Honda, 91, Running.

23. (12) Colton Herta, Dallara-Honda, 80,
Did not finish.

24.(13) Juri Vips, Dallara-Honda, 71, Run-
ning.
25. (16) Kyle Kirkwood, Dallara-Honda,
65, Running.

26. (21) Tom Blomqvist, Dallara-Honda,
61, Did not finish.

27. (10) Graham Rahal, Dallara-Honda, 0,
Did not finish.

Race statistics

A;erage speed of race winner: 92.645
mph.

Time of race: 02:17:41.6400.

Margin of victory: 7.3180 seconds.

Cautions: 8 for 35 laps.

Lead changes: 6 among 6 drivers.

Lap leaders: Rosenqvist 1-6, Palou 7-28,
Herta 29, Palou 30-58, O'Ward 59-73, Gros-
jean 74-75, Dixon 76.

Points: Palou 656, Dixon 578, McLaughlin
488, 0'Ward 484, Newgarden 479, Ericsson
438, Power 425, Lundgaard 390, Rossi 375,
Herta 356.

Dallara-

Kroger Queen City Championship
LPGA Tour
Sunday
At Kendale Course
Cincinnati
Purse: $2 million
Yardage: 6,515; Par: 72
Final Round
(x-won on second playoff hole)
x-Minjee Lee, $300,000 67-69-65-71—-272 -16
Charley Hull, $181,723 67-68-68-69—272 -16
Ruoning Yin, $131,827 68-66-73-67—274 -14
Ally Ewing, $101,979 69-70-71-66—276 -12
Peiyun Chien, $56,545 66-64-73-74—277 -11
Ariya Jutanugarn, $56,545  69-69-68-71—277 -11
Mi Hyang Lee, $56,545 74-68-68-67—277 -11
Morgane Metraux, $56,545 68-66-70-73—277 -11
Mel Reid, $56,545 71-69-71-66—277 -11
Yuka Saso, $56,545 69-66-70-72—-277 -11
Hye Jin Choi, $34,921 67-72-71-68—278 -10
Cydney Clanton, $34,921 71-69-69-69—278 -10
Andrea Lee, $34,921 71-67-69-71-278 -10
Frida Kinhult, $29,748 70-72-66-71-279
Madelene Sagstrom, $29,748 69-68-68-74—279
Nasa Hataoka, $25,934 73-63-72-72—280
Alexa Pano, $25,934 73-66-70-71—280
Pavarisa Yoktuan, $25,934  68-70-72-70—280
Esther Henseleit, $22,485  70-70-73-68—281
Xiyu Lin, $22,485 73-69-71-68—281
Gaby Lopez, $22,485 71-71-68-71-281
Lexi Thompson, $22,485 73-68-71-69—281
Perrine Delacour, $17,983  67-69-74-72—282
Brooke Henderson, $17,983  71-69-76-66—282
Dani Holmqvist, $17,983 69-71-73-69—282
Yealimi Noh, $17,983 68-71-71-72—282
Paula Reto, $17,983 73-66-69-74—282
Hae-Ran Ryu, $17,983 67-75-73-67—282
Jenny Shin, $17,983 70-72-73-67—282
Mariah Stackhouse, $17,983 73-69-70-70—282
Moriya Jutanugarn, $13,849 69-73-70-71—283
Jennifer Kupcho, $13,849 69-70-72-72—-283
Emily Pedersen, $13,849 67-69-78-69—283
Elizabeth Szokol, $13,849 66-71-75-71—-283
Rose Zhang, $13,849 70-68-73-72—-283
Na Rin An, $11,262 72-71-71-70—284

A GGOHEEGSS UL LN bO

Ascension Charity Classic

Champions Tour
Sunday
At West Course
St. Louis
Purse: $2 million
Yardage: 6,992; Par: 71
Final Round

Steve Flesch, $300,000 66-66-62—194 -19
Kevin Sutherland, $176,000 64-66-67—197 -16
Brett Quigley, $132,000 68-64-68—200 -13
Y.E. Yang, $132,000 64-66-70—200 -13
Ken Duke, $82,667 66-65-70—201 -12
Colin Montgomerie, $82,667 71-64-66—201 -12
David Toms, $82,667 68-66-67—201 -12
Richard Green, $60,000 68-69-65—202 -11
Timothy O'Neal, $60,000 64-71-67—-202 -11
John Huston, $48,000 69-67-67—203 -10
Bernhard Langer, $48,000 68-69-66—203 -10
Wes Short, $48,000 65-69-69—203 -10
Ken Tanigawa, $40,000 68-70-66—204 -9
Brian Gay, $36,000 65-70-70—205 -8
Jeff Maggert, $36,000 69-68-68—205 -8
Kirk Triplett, $36,000 67-69-69—205 -8
Shane Bertsch, $27,433 69-70-67—206 -7
Kris Blanks, $27,433 71-68-67—206 -7
Jerry Kelly, $27,433 70-71-65—-206 -7
Billy Mayfair, $27,433 64-70-72—206 -7
Dicky Pride, $27,433 68-69-69—206 -7
Paul Stankowski, $27,433 69-70-67—206 -7
Billy Andrade, $19,600 68-69-70—207 -6
David Branshaw, $19,600 68-66-73—207 -6
K.J. Choi, $19,600 70-68-69—207 -6
Ernie Els, $19,600 68-70-69—207 -6
Mark Hensby, $19,600 70-72-65—-207 -6
Kenny Perry, $19,600 67-69-71-207 -6
Paul Goydos, $15,450 68-68-72—208 -5
Simon Griffiths, $15,450 68-72-68—208 -5
Thongchai Jaidee, $15,450 70-69-69—208 -5
Rob Labritz, $15,450 70-71-67-208 -5
Jason Bohn, $12,086 68-73-68—209 -4
Marco Dawson, $12,086 70-69-70—209 -4
Joe Durant, $12,086 67-70-72—209 -4
Robert Karlsson, $12,086 71-68-70—209 -4
Rocco Mediate, $12,086 68-69-72—209 -4

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
Cincinnati 17 4 6 57 44 30
NewEngland 13 5 9 48 46 32
Orlando City 13 6 8 47 41 31
Philadelphia 14 8 4 46 47 31
Columbus 13 8 6 45 54 37
Atlanta 11 8 9 42 51 43
Nashville 11 9 7 40 32 27
CF Montréal 11 14 2 35 28 40
D.C. United 9 12 7 34 37 38
Chicago 8 11 8 32 32 42
Charlotte FC 7 910 31 34 43
NYCFC 6 10 12 30 28 36
New York 712 8 29 24 33
Inter MiamiCF 8 14 4 28 30 39
Toronto FC 4 13 10 22 23 39

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
SaintLouisSC 15 10 3 48 55 37
Seattle 11 9 8 41 34 29
LAFC 11 9 7 40 40 32
Real SaltLake 11 9 7 40 38 39
Houston 11 10 6 39 36 31
Vancouver 10 8 8 38 43 36
Minnesota 9 810 37 34 33
San Jose 9 910 37 32 36
FC Dallas 910 7 34 29 30
Austin FC 912 6 33 38 43
Portland 811 9 33 34 44
Sporting KC 8 12 8 32 38 40
LA Galaxy 710 9 30 33 41
Colorado 31310 19 16 39

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Sunday, Sept. 3

Philadelphia 4, New York 1
Miami 3, Los Angeles FC 1

Saturday, Sept. 9

San Jose 0, D.C. United 0, tie
Miami 3, Sportlng Kansas City 2
New England 1, Minnesota 1, tie
Portland 2, Los Angeles FC 0
Sunday’s game
Saint Louis City SC 2, LA Galaxy 2, tie
Saturday’s games

New York at New York City FC
Miami at Atlanta

D.C. United at Charlotte FC
Chicago at CF Montréal
Columbus at Orlando City
Cincinnati at Philadelphia
Vancouver at Toronto FC
Seattle at FC Dallas

Saint Louis City SC at Houston
Sporting Kansas City at Minnesota
New England at Colorado

LA Galaxy at Los Angeles FC
Real Salt Lake at San Jose

Sunday, Sept. 17
Portland at Austin FC
Wednesday, Sept. 20

Philadelphia at Charlotte FC
Chicago at Columbus

Atlanta at D.C. United

Toronto FC at Miami

Cincinnati at CF Montréal

Austin FC at New York

Orlando City at New York City FC
Vancouver at Houston

Nashville at Sporting Kansas City
Los Angeles FC at Saint Louis City SC
Seattle at Colorado

FC Dallas at Real Salt Lake
Minnesota at LA Galaxy

San Jose at Portland

NWSL

w T Pts GF GA
San Diego 9 6 3 30 26 20
Portland 8 5 5 29 38 25
North Carolina 8 6 4 28 26 19
OL Reign 8 7 3 27 25 21
Gotham FC 7 5 6 27 21 19
Washington 6 4 8 26 24 25
Louisville 5 4 9 24 22 18
Angel City 6 6 6 24 22 25
Orlando 710 1 22 21 24
Houston 4 6 8 20 12 15
Chicago 6 10 2 20 22 39
Kansas City 6 11 1 19 19 28

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Sunday, Sept. 3
Chicago 2, Washington 0

OL Reign 1, Orlando 0
San Diego 1, Houston 0

Friday’s game
Houston at Louisville
Saturday’s games

Washington at Gotham FC
Kansas City at San Diego
OL Reign at Portland

Sunday, Sept. 17
Angel City at Chicago
North Carolina at Orlando
Thursday, Sept. 21

Orlando at Angel City ppd.
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MLB

Braves are 1st to clinc

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Having become
the first team to clinch a playoff
berth, the Atlanta Braves looked
ahead toward larger aims.

“I wanted to congratulate the
guys, but our No. 1 goal coming out
of spring training is to win the divi-
sion,” manager Brian Snitker said
after the Braves rallied to beat the
Pittsburgh Pirates 5-2 on Sunday.

Matt Olson went 2-for-3 with
three RBIs.

“It’s exciting to be a part of this
team. Itisgoingtobe afunend ofthe
season,” rookie starter Allan Wi-
nans said.

Atlanta leads the second-place
Phillies by 15 games in the NL East
heading into a a four-game series
starting Monday in Philadelphia. If
the Braves win three of the four,
they would clinch their sixth
straight division title.

“It will be a tough four games in
three days,” Snitker said. “Their li-
neup is every bit as tough as ours.”

By clinching after 142 games, the
Braves tied the 1975 Cincinnati
Reds for the sixth-fewest games to
clinch a postseason berth in a 162-
game season, according to the Elias
Sports Bureau. The 1998 Yankees
setthe record by clinching after13S
games.

Atlanta (93-49) reached the post-
season for the sixth straight year,
the second-longest streak in fran-
chise history. The Braves won 11
straight NL East titles from 1995-
2005.

Yankees 4, Brewers 3 (13): Mil-
waukee rookie right fielder Sal
Frelick preserved a no-hit bid with
aleaping catch at the wall of Antho-
ny Volpe’sdriveinthe10thinningto
keep the game scoreless, but host
New York rallied when Giancarlo
Stanton hit a two-run homer in the
12th off Andrew Chafin and Kyle
Higashioka hit a winning double in
the 13th against Hoby Milner (2-1).

After Corbin Burnes pitched
eight hitless innings, Devin Wil-
liamsworked al-2-3 ninthand Abn-
er Uribe a hitless 10th. Tyrone Tay-
lor hit a run-scoring single in the
11th as Milwaukee went for the first
11-inning no-hitter in major league
history, but Oswaldo Cabrera hit a
tying RBI double with one outinthe
bottom half off Joel Payamps.

Joey Wiemer had an RBI double
and Andrew Monasterio a sacrifice
fly off Nick Ramirez in the 12th. An-
thony Misiewicz (2-0) pitched
around a walk in a hitless 13th.

Rays 6, Mariners 3: Zach Eflin
(14-8) tied for the AL wins lead as
host Tampa Bay took three of four.
TheRayshavea7Y2-gamelead over
Toronto for the top AL wild card,
while Seattle trails AL West-lead-
ing Houston by 22 games.

Eflin allowed three runs and sev-
en hits in five innings and four
pitchers combined for scoreless,

h playoff spot

Hakim WRIGHT SR./AP

Atlanta Braves mascot Blooper waves a flag after a victory over the Pittsburgh Pirates on Sunday in Atlan-
ta. The Braves became the first team in the majors to clinch a playoff spot this season with the 5-2 win.

Scoreboard

Wild Card
American League
W L Pct GB

Tampa Bay 88 56 .611 +8%
Toronto 80 63 .559 +1
Seattle 79 64 .552 -
Texas 78 64 .549 Y2

Sunday’s games

Tampa Bay 6, Seattle 3
Toronto 5, Kansas City 2
Texas 9, Oakland 4

Monday’s games

Tampa Bay at Minnesota
Texas at Toronto
L.A. Angels at Seattle

National League
w L Pct GB

Philadelphia 78 64 .549 +4
Chicago 77 67 535 +2
Arizona 75 69 .521 —
Miami 74 69 517 Ya
San Francisco 73 70 .510 1%
Cincinnati 74 71 510 12

Sunday’s games

Miami 5, Philadelphia 4
Chicago Cubs 5, Arizona 2
San Francisco 6, Colorado 3
Cincinnati 7, St. Louis 1

Monday’s games

Atlanta at Philadelphia, 2
Chicago Cubs at Colorado
Arizona at N.Y. Mets
Miami at Milwaukee
Cleveland at San Francisco

two-hit relief, with Pete Fairbanks
working the ninth for his 21st save,

Yandy Diaz had a leadoff single,
Brandon Lowe walked, Harold Ra-
mirez hit a two-run double in the
first off Bryce Miller (8-S) and Josh
Lowe had a run-scoring double.

Astros 12, Padres 2: Kyle Tuck-
erhittwoRBI triplesinaneight-run
sixth inning as host Houston routed
San Diego. Tucker became the 12th
majorleaguer with two triplesin an
inning and first since Colorado’s
Cory Sullivan on April 9, 2006, at
San Diego.

Jose Altuve homered and drove
in three runs for Houston, which
has won five of six to open a 2V2-

game AL West lead over Seattle.
The defending World Series cham-
pion Astros (82-62) are a season-
high 20 games over .500.

Cubs 5, Diamondbacks 2: Chris-
topher Morel, Cody Bellinger and
Dansby Swanson each hit a solo
homer in the third inning, and host
Chicagosnapped athree-game skid
with a victory over Arizona.

Swanson added two singles and
Kyle Hendricks (6-7) tossed 5% ef-
fective innings to help the Cubs
strengthen their hold on the second
NL wild-card spot. Arizona’s four-
game winning streak ended, but the
Diamondbacks still had a half-
game lead over Miami for the third
and final wild card going into Mon-
day’s games.

Blue Jays 5, Royals 2: Kevin
Kiermaier hit a tiebreaking homer
in the seventh inning and host To-
ronto took advantage of three con-
secutive wild pitches by Cole Ra-
gans to complete a three-game
sweep of Kansas City.

TheBlueJaysholdthe second AL
wild card by one game over Seattle
and 1%2 over Texas, which began a
four-game series in Toronto on
Monday.

Dodgers 7, Nationals 3: James
Outman homered and visiting Los
Angelesmoved closertoanother di-
vision title with a victory over
Washington.

Jason Heyward drove in two
runs for the Dodgers, who lead the
NL West by 13 games over Arizona.
Los Angeles reduced its magic
number to six for wrapping up the
division crown.

Marlins 5, Phillies 4: Bryan De
La Cruz hit a tiebreaking homer in
the eighth inning and visiting Mia-
mi, held hitless until the seventh,
rallied past Philadelphia.

Dane Myers broke up ano-hitbid

by Phillies starter Ranger Suarez
with a one-out double in the sev-
enth. Yuli Gurriel drove intworuns
for the Marlins, who pulled within a
half-game of Arizona for the final
National League wild card. Miami
has won eight of 10 after taking two
of three games from Philadelphia.

RedSox7,0rioles 3: Triston Ca-
sas hit a three-run homer off Cole
Irvin as host Boston averted a
three-game sweep with a rain-de-
layed victory that halted Balti-
more’s  seven-game  winning
streak.

Rangers 9, Athletics 4: Marcus
Semien homered twice among his
four hits, Corey Seager went deep
for the 30th time this season and
host Texas won consecutive games
for the first time in September.

Reds 7, Cardinals 1: Hunter
Greene allowed one hit in six in-
nings, Joey Votto homered on his
40th birthday and host Cincinnati
stopped a three-game losing streak
by beating St. Louis.

Giants 6, Rockies 3: Keaton
Winn had a career-high nine strike-
outsinsixinningstogethisfirstma-
jor league win, and host San Fran-
cisco completed a three-game
sweep of Colorado.

Mets 2, Twins 0: DJ Stewarthita
two-run double in the ninth inning
and visiting New York overcame a
career-high 14 strikeouts by Min-
nesota starter Pablo Lopez to avoid
athree-game sweep.

Angels 2, Guardians 1: Kenny
Rosenberg gave up one run over
five innings to earn his first career
winashostLos Angelesheld off Cle-
veland.

Tigers 3, White Sox 2: Sawyer
Gipson-Long won his major league
debut and Spencer Torkelson hit a
two-run double in a three-run third
inning as host Detroit beat Chicago.

Scoreboard

American League

East Division
W L Pct GB
Baltimore 90 52 .634 _
Tampa Bay 88 56 .611 3
Toronto 80 63 .559 10%
Boston 73 70 510 17%
New York 71 72 497 19%

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Minnesota 75 68 .524 _
Cleveland 68 76 472 T
Detroit 66 77 .462 9
Chicago 55 88 .385 20
Kansas City 44 100 .306 31%

West Division
w L Pct GB

Houston 82 62 .569 _
Seattle 79 64 .552 22
Texas 78 64 .549 3
Los Angeles 67 77 .465 15
Oakland 44 99 .308 37%2

National League

East Division
w L Pct GB

z-Atlanta 93 49 .655 _
Philadelphia 78 64 .549 15
Miami 74 69 517 19%
New York 65 77 .458 28
Washington 64 79 .448 29

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Milwaukee 79 63 .556 _
Chicago 77 67 .535 3
Cincinnati 74 71 510 6%
Pittsburgh 66 77 .462 13'%
St. Louis 63 80 .441 16%

West Division
w L Pct GB

Los Angeles 87 55 .613 _
Arizona 75 69 .521 13
San Francisco 73 70 .510 14%
San Diego 67 77 .465 21
Colorado 51 91 .359 36

z-clinched playoff berth

Sunday’s games

Tampa Bay 6, Seattle 3

Detroit 3, Chicago White Sox 2
Toronto 5, Kansas City 2
Boston 7, Baltimore 3

N.Y. Mets 2, Minnesota 0
Houston 12, San Diego 2

N.Y. Yankees 4, Milwaukee 3, 13 innings
Texas 9, Oakland 4

L.A. Angels 2, Cleveland 1
Atlanta 5, Pittsburgh 2

Miami 5, Philadelphia 4
Cincinnati 7, St. Louis 1
Chicago Cubs 5, Arizona 2

L.A. Dodgers 7, Washington 3
San Francisco 6, Colorado 3

Monday’s games

Atlanta at Philadelphia, 2
Washington at Pittsburgh
St. Louis at Baltimore
Texas at Toronto

Arizona at N.Y. Mets

N.Y. Yankees at Boston
Kansas City at Chicago White Sox
Tampa Bay at Minnesota
Miami at Milwaukee
Oakland at Houston
Chicago Cubs at Colorado
L.A. Angels at Seattle
Cleveland at San Francisco
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers

Tuesday’s games

(T\év[%shington (Adon 2-1) at Pittsburgh

St. Louis (Wainwright 3-11) at Baltimore
(Means 0-0)

Atlanta (Fried 7-1) at Philadelphia
(Wheeler 11-6)

Cincinnati (TBD) at Detroit (TBD)

T)exas (Scherzer 12-6) at Toronto (Ryu
3-2

Arizona (Nelson 7-7) at N.Y. Mets (TBD)

N.Y. Yankees (Rodén 2-5) at Boston (Pi-
vetta9-8) . .
(Tlé%nsas City (TBD) at Chicago White Sox

Tampa Bay (Littell 3-5) at Minnesota
(Ryan 10-9)

Miami (TBD) at Milwaukee (Peralta 11-8)

Oakland (Sears 4-11) at Houston (Ver-
lander 11-7)

Chicago Cubs (Assad 3-3) at Colorado
(Flexen 1-7)

L.A. Angels (Sandoval 7-12) at Seattle
(Woo0 2-4)

Cleveland (Quantrill 2-6) at San Francis-
co (Manaea 5-5)

San Diego (Wacha 11-3) at L.A. Dodgers
(Lynn 10-11)
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Reddick gets

By DAVE SKRETTA
Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Every
time Tyler Reddick walked into a
competition meeting at 23XI Rac-
ing and talk turned to Kansas
Speedway, it seemed that just
about everyone in the room had a
win there but him.

There’s co-owner Denny Ham-
lin, who has won at the track four
times, more than anyone else.
Kurt Busch, who retired as a driv-
er but remains a consultant for the
team. And Bubba Wallace, Red-
dick’s teammate, who won at Kan-
sas a year ago.

“We joked about that,” admitted
Reddick’s crew chief, Billy Scott,
“that he’s the only one that sits in
our debriefs without a win.”

Not anymore.

Reddick took advantage of alate
caution and fresh tires to rocket
past six others in a two-lap sprint
to the finish Sunday, and his win at
Kansas Speedway punched his
ticket to the next round of the
NASCAR Cup Series playoffs.

Hamlin got a poor jump on the
last restart, couldn’t chase Red-
dick down and finished second.
Erik Jones held on for third and
Kyle Larson, who won at Darling-
ton to clinch his playoff spot a
week ago, marched through the
field to finish fourth ahead of Joey
Logano.

“Just an outstanding job by this
whole 23XI team,” Reddick said.

CouiN E. BRALEY/AP

Tyler Reddick celebrates on the track after winning a NASCAR Cup Series race at Kansas Speedway
in Kansas City, Kan., on Sunday. Reddick advanced to the next round of the playoffs with the win.

Cup Series win, 1st at Kansas

There was also more drama at
Kansas for Larson, who was
bumped by Hamlin for the lead on
the last lap in the spring.

On the final stop before the fin-
ish, the No. S car had to quickly
jerk to the right to avoid Brad Ke-
selowski coming out of his stall,
and Larson collided with Chase
Elliott, who is not in the playoffs
but was aiming for his first win of
the year.

The minor contact didn’t sit well
with Elliott, who bumped Larson
back when the cars got back on the
track.

Who's hot

Keselowski still doesn’t have a
win since April 2021 at Talladega,
when he as still at Team Penske,
and Buescher has been overshad-
owing him lately with three wins
for RFK Racing. But the No. 6 car
has quietly been running up front,
finishing second to his teammate
at Daytona, sixth at Darlington
and ninth on Sunday.

Logano, who has three playoff
wins at Kansas, is also on a roll.
Logano has been in the top 10 in
three of the past four races with
the No. 22 car, including fifth-
place runs at Daytona and again
on Sunday.

Who's not

Truex, the regular-season
champion, came into the race 25
points above the playoff cut line

“We had really good pace, we just
couldn’t get ahead of Denny there,
but chaos ensued. Then the bot-
tom lane opened up there and it
was crazy.”

Even crazier: It was the third
win for the No. 45 car of 23XI in
the last four races at Kansas, and
all with different drivers after
Busch and Wallace won last year.
Its owner, meanwhile, nearly
pulled off the sweep after Hamlin
won in the spring.

“I think that myself and this
team work really close together,”
said Hamlin, who has long driven

for Joe Gibbs Racing. “Typically
when we run well, they run well,
and we’re learning as much from
them as they are learning from us.
It’s a great partnership and really
valuable to have talented guys be-
hind the wheel of fast cars.”
Hamlin was cruising to the win
when Chris Buescher blew his
right rear tire with about six laps
to go. That forced the leaders into
the pits, and just about everyone
had a different tire strategy —
Reddick took four fresh tires, even
though it shuffled him back to sev-
enth on the restart — to set them-

selves up for the two-lap finishing
sprint.

The win was the second of the
season for Reddick and the fifth of
his career but, more importantly,
sends him out of the round of 16 in
the playoffs for the first time. The
cut-off for the top 12 to advance
comes next weekend at Bristol.

“Now they get to go to Bristol
and work a strategy that is best for
them to win the race, and they
don’t really have to worry about
finish points,” said Hamlin, who is
the leader in points among those
yet to advance and in good posi-

tion to join them.

“Really happy about them put-
ting a whole race together and
capitalizing on the late restart,” he
said.

It was a tough race for several
playoff drivers. Wallace and Mar-
tin Truex Jr. also blew right rear
tires, which has been a problem
with the latest generation of car at
Kansas, and sustained heavy dam-
age. Wallace was able to continue
after repairing a toe link and fin-
ished 32nd, but Truex’s day was
done after just three laps and he
finished last.

and left in peril. Truex had his
right rear tire go down in the open-
ing laps, sending him into the wall
with heavy damage and ending his
day.

“I knew something was up for
sure, just didn’t realize it was go-
ing to blow the tire out,” said
Truex, who is seven points behind
Kevin Harvick for the last spot in
the round of 12. “I guess I should
have just pitted, but at that point in
time, you just don’t know if the car
is just really tight or what’s going
on. It’s a real shame. I hate it for
my team.”

Dixon rallies to take IndyCar season finale, finish 2nd overall

By JENNA FRYER
Associated Press

MONTEREY, Calif. — By the time Scott
Dixon turned his season around, it was too
late to beat teammate Alex Palou for the In-
dyCar championship.

But it was good enough to affirm Dixon’s
legacy as the greatest driver of his genera-
tion.

The six-time IndyCar champion won the
season finale Sunday at Laguna Seca — his
first win at the permanent California road
course, S6th of his career and third in the fi-
nal four races of the season. His turnaround
last month ensured that Dixon’s streak of 19
consecutive seasons with at least one win
would remain intact.

“It’s always nice to finish the year like
that,” said Dixon.

Palou became the first driver in nearly 20

years to clinch the Indy-
Car title before the season
finale with his victory last
weekend in Portland. Pa-
lou won his second title in

three years with last

week’s win, his fifth of the
- season. Palou’s title is the
Dixon 15th in IndyCar for Chip
Ganassi Racing.

Dixon had been mathematically eligible
to challenge Palou for the title until the Port-
land victory. He was still guaranteed to fin-
ish second in the standings no matter what
happened in Sunday’s finale.

“It’s just a shame that Palou decided to
lead the championship by too many points,
and it became a bit boring on the champion-
ship side,” Dixon said. “I don’t think I’'ve ev-
er been part of a situation where you come

into the last race and you can’t fight really
much for anything in the championship. We
were locked into second. Alex was locked
obviously for the championship, which was
quite bizarre.

“Everybody’s stress level was a lot lower.
You could all just kind of fight for the win. ...
Everybody was just going for a win because
everybody was trying a bit of everything
throughout the day.”

Dixon’s win moved him within 11 of AJ
Foyt’s all-time record.

Scott McLaughlin, like Dixon from New
Zealand, finished second for Team Penske
and was followed by Palou, who scored 10
podiumsin 17 races this season.

Will Power of Team Penske finished
fourth and ended his run as IndyCar cham-
pionbysnappingal6-yearstreak of winning
atleastonerace. CallumIlottof Juncos Holl-

inger Racing tied his career-best finish of
fifth and was followed by Christian Lund-
gaard of Rahal Letterman Lanigan.

Alexander Rossi of Arrow McLaren was
seventh and followed by Marcus Arm-
strong, who won rookie of the year honors
for Ganassi. Pato O’'Ward of McLaren was
ninth and Ryan Hunter-Reay of Ed Carpen-
ter Racing finished 10th.

The win for Dixon was the first of his ca-
reer at Laguna Seca and he overcame an
early penalty for avoidable contact to cycle
into the win in a sloppy race slowed by eight
cautions for 35 laps. The lengthy yellows
took such a toll on the race that the pace car
ranoutofgasandneeded toberefueled with
more than 30 laps remaining.

“It’sacredittotheteam, they’ve beenexe-
cuting like that all season,” Dixon said. “But
we won. That’s all that matters. We won.”
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US OPEN/COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Djokovic wins 24th Grand Slam title

By Howarp FENDRICH
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Halfway through a sec-
ond set that lasted 1 hour, 44 minutes, a test
of tenacity as much as talent amid a U.S.
Open final as exhausting as it was exhilarat-
ing, Novak Djokovic and Daniil Medvedev
engaged each other in a 32-stroke point.

It was among many such elongated ex-
changes between two men whose styles are
nearly mirror images, and Djokovic capitu-
lated by netting a backhand. He fell to his
back and stayed down, chest heaving. The
crowd roared. Djokovic sat up but re-
mained on the ground for a bit. The crowd
roared some more, appreciating the effort,
saluting the entertainment.

Using every ounce of his energy and
some serve-and-volley guile — an old man
with new tricks — Djokovic emerged for a
6-3, 7-6 (S5), 6-3 victory over Medvedev at
Flushing Meadows to claim a historic 24th
Grand Slam title on Sunday night in a match
more closely contested than the straight-set
score indicated.

“I never imagined that I would be here
standing with you talking about 24 Slams. I
never thought that would be the reality,”
said Djokovic, a 36-year-old from Serbia
and the tournament’s oldest male champion
in the Open era, which dates to 1968. “But
the last couple of years, I felt I have a
chance, I have a shot for history, and why
not grab it if it’s presented?”

He moved one major singles title ahead of
Serena Williams and is the first player to
win 24 in the Open era. Margaret Court also
collected a total of 24, but 13 came before
professionals were admitted to the Slams.

There were snapshots, particularly in the
miniseries of a second set, when it appeared
Djokovic was faltering. After some of the
most grueling points — and there were
many — he would lean over with hands on
his knees or use his racket for support or
pause to stretch his legs. And then, sudden-
ly, he would snap to.

“That’s Novak,” Medvedev said. “No
matter what, he can be there.”

There was an inescapable sense, on the
part of the participants and any observer,
that whichever man succumbed in the sec-
ond set would be unable to overcome it.

“I don’t think I have ever played a longer

(

Manu FERNANDEZ/AP

Novak Djokovic holds the championship trophy after defeating Daniil Medvedev in straight sets during the final of the U.S. Open on
Sunday in New York. It was Djokovic’s fourth U.S. Open title and 24th Grand Slam championship.

set in my life,” Djokovic said.

Medvedev’s take on that segment of the
match?

“Oh, regrets, for sure,” he said. “Should
have won it.”

Medvedev came within a single point of
taking that set while returning at 6-S. Djo-
kovic rushed the net behind his serve, and
while Medvedev had an opening for a back-
hand passing shot by hitting it down the line,
he instead went cross-court, and Djokovic
had it covered. In the tiebreaker, Medvedev
led 5-4 before Djokovic grabbed the next
three points.

One key adjustment: When Djokovic was
looking more bedraggled, he turned to
serve-and-volleying, not his usual sort of
tactic. He won 20 of 22 points he played that
way, and 37 of 44 overall on the points when

he went to the net, some with spectacular
volleys or half-volleys at angles a pool shark
would appreciate.

This was the 27-year-old Medvedev’s
fifth major final and he is 1-4, with two loss-
es apiece to Djokovic and Rafael Nadal. The
victory came against Djokovic in the 2021
final at Flushing Meadows, stopping a bid
for the first men’s calendar-year Grand
Slam in more than a half-century.

That weighed on Djokovic.

“I really did my best in the last 48 hours
not to allow the importance of the moment
and what’s on the line get to my head,” Djo-
kovic said Sunday, “because two years ago
that’s what happened, and I underper-
formed.”

Djokovic’s fourth championship in New
York, where he was unable to compete a

year ago because he isn’t vaccinated against
COVID-19, goes alongside 10 trophies from
the Australian Open, seven from Wimble-
don and three from the French Open, ex-
tending his lead among men. Nadal is next
with 22.

When it was over, Djokovic flung his
racket, put his arms up and then knelt on the
court, head bowed. Then he found his
daughter for a hug. His son and wife came
next, along with his parents and his team.

“This is one of the biggest achievements
in (sports) history,” said his coach, Goran
Ivanisevic. “We’re not talking about tennis.
We are talking generally in sports.”

As good as ever, Djokovic went 27-1 in the
sport’s most prestigious events this season:
The blemish was a loss to Carlos Alcaraz in
the Wimbledon final.

Tucker suspended after sexual harassment allegations

By LARRY LAGE
Associated Press

Michigan State suspended foot-
ball coach Mel Tucker without
pay on Sunday, less than 24 hours
after allegations became public in
a USA Today report that he sex-
ually harassed activist and rape
survivor Brenda Tracy during a
phone call last year.

University President Teresa K.
Woodruff and athletic director
Alan Haller announced the sus-
pension pending the results of an
outside investigation into the alle-
gations.

The university hired a Title IX
attorney to investigate Tracy’s
complaint and the investigation
concluded on July 25. A hearing is

scheduled for
the week of Oct.
S to determine if
Tucker violated
the school’s sex-
ual harassment
and exploitation
policy.

When the in-
vestigative report was finished,
Tucker was told not to have con-
tact with Tracy and that Haller
would increase his oversight of
him and the program, Haller said
at a news conference Sunday eve-
ning.

Haller said he didn’t immedi-
ately suspend Tucker in July be-
cause the entire process of the in-
vestigation was not completed.

Tucker

Secondary coach Harlon Bar-
nett will serve as the team’s inter-
im coach and former coach Mark
Dantonio was named associate
head coach while Tucker awaits
his fate with the program.

Tucker is in the third year of a
$95 million, 10-year contract and
if he is fired for cause, the school
would not have to pay him what’s
remaining on his deal.

Michigan State may fire Tucker
for cause if he “engages in any
conduct which constitutes moral
turpitude or which, in the Univer-
sity’s sole judgment, would tend to
bring public disrespect, contempt
or ridicule upon the university,”
according to his contract. The
school was also able to suspend

Tucker, without pay, if he “mate-
rially breaches” his contract.

Messages seeking comment
were left Sunday by The Associat-
ed Press with Tucker, Tracy and
Tucker’s attorney, Jennifer Bel-
veal.

Tracy became friends with
Tucker, S1, over her advocacy
work, but that relationship took a
turn in April 2022 when Tucker
masturbated during a phone call
with her, according to USA To-
day.

“The idea that someone could
know me and say they understand
my trauma but then re-inflict that
trauma on me is so disgusting to
me, it’s hard for me to even wrap
my mind around it,” Tracy told

the newspaper. “It’s like he
sought me out just to betray me.”

Tucker, who is married and has
two children, acknowledged to in-
vestigators last spring that the
phone call with Tracy took place,
but he said they had consensual
“phone sex.”

“Ms. Tracy’s distortion of our
mutually consensual and intimate
relationship into allegations of
sexual exploitation has really af-
fected me,” Tucker wrote in a
March 22 letter to the Title IX in-
vestigator. “I am not proud of my
judgment and I am having diffi-
culty forgiving myself for getting
into this situation, but I did not en-
gage in misconduct by any defini-
tion.”
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Scoreboard

American Conference
East

W L T Pct PF PA
Miami 1 0 01.000 36 34
Buffalo 0 0 0.000 O O
N.Y. Jets 0 0 0.000 O0 O
New England 0 1 0 .000 20 25

South

W L T Pct PF PA
Jacksonville 1 0 01000 31 21
Houston 0 1 0 .000 9 25
Indianapolis 0 1 0 .000 21 31
Tennessee 0 1 0 .000 15 16

North

W L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 1 0 01000 25 9
Cleveland 1 0 01000 24 3
Cincinnati 0 1 0 .000 3 24
Pittsburgh 0 1 0 .000 7 30

West

W L T Pct PF PA
Las Vegas 1 0 01000 17 16
Denver 0 1 0 .00 16 17
Kansas City 0 1 0 .00 20 21
L.A. Chargers 0 1 0 .000 34 36

National Conference
East

W L T Pct PF PA

Dallas 1 0 01000 40 O

Philadelphia 1 0 01.000 25 20

Washington 1 0 01.000 20 16

N.Y. Giants 0 1 0 .000 0 40
South

W L T Pct PF PA

Atlanta 1 0 01.000 24 10

New Orleans 1 0 01000 16 15

Tampa Bay 1 0 01000 20 17

Carolina 0 1 0 .000 10 24
North

W L T Pct PF PA

Detroit 1 0 01.000 21 20

Green Bay 1 0 01000 38 20

Chicago 0 1 0 .00 20 38

Minnesota 0 1 0 .000 17 20
West

W L T Pct PF PA

L.A. Rams 1 0 01000 30 13

SanFrancisco 1 0 01.000 30 7

Arizona 0 1 0 .000 16 20

Seattle 0 1 0 .000 13 30

Thursday, Sept. 7
Detroit 21, Kansas City 20
Sunday’s games

Green Bay 38, Chicago 20
Dallas 40, N.Y. Giants 0

Miami 36, L.A. Chargers 34

San Francisco 30, Pittsburgh 7
Philadelphia 25, New England 20
Baltimore 25, Houston 9
Cleveland 24, Cincinnati 3
Tampa Bay 20, Minnesota 17
L.A. Rams 30, Seattle 13

Las Vegas 17, Denver 16
Jacksonville 31, Indianapolis 21
New Orleans 16, Tennessee 15
Atlanta 24, Carolina 10
Washington 20, Arizona 16

Monday’s game
Buffalo at N.Y. Jets
Thursday's game
Minnesota at Philadelphia
Sunday, Sept. 17

Las Vegas at Buffalo
Baltimore at Cincinnati
Chicago at Tampa Bay
Green Bay at Atlanta
Indianapolis at Houston
Kansas City at Jacksonville
L.A. Chargers at Tennessee
Seattle at Detroit

N.Y. Giants at Arizona

San Francisco at L.A. Rams
N.Y. Jets at Dallas
Washington at Denver
Miami at New England

Monday, Sept. 18

New Orleans at Carolina
Cleveland at Pittsburgh

Thursday, Sept. 21
N.Y. Giants at San Francisco

Sunday’s best

Passing: Tua Tagovailoa, Dolphins, 466

yards.
Rushing: Christian McCaffrey, 49ers, 152
yards. . .
Receiving: Tyreek Hill, Dolphins, 11
catches, 215 yards.

Purdy helps 49ers drill Steelers

Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Brock Purdy
spent months rehabbing his surgi-
cally repaired right elbow and an
entire training camp wondering if
he could regain the magic he sum-
moned so improbably — and so
regularly — during his remarka-
ble rookie season a year ago.

The answers came swiftly dur-
ing San Francisco’s 30-7 disman-
tling of Pittsburgh on Sunday. Pur-
dy’s elbow is fine. His confidence,
too.

And his team? Potentially spe-
cial.

Operating the offense with pre-
cision and a dash of daring that
took him from “Mr. Irrelevant” to
the NFC championship game last
season, Purdy threw for 220 yards
and a pair of touchdowns to Bran-
don Aiyuk — both with Steelers
cornerback Patrick Peterson in
coverage — to calm any doubts
about whether his stunning rise in
2022 was a fluke.

“Purdy shut some haters up,”
49ers defensive end Nick Bosa
said.

Peterson among them.

The eight-time Pro Bowler, who
signed with the Steelers in the off-
season, said in the run-up to the
game he respected Purdy’s play
but would still find a way to get his
hands on the ball.

What Peterson got instead was a
close-up look at Aiyuk celebrating
in the end zone. Peterson slipped
in the first quarter when Aiyuk
darted inside for an 8-yard touch-
down. He was in perfect position
in the second quarter when Aiyuk
went streaking down the sideline.

It didn’t matter.

Purdy aimed for Aiyuk’s back
shoulder and Aiyuk did the rest,
somehow keeping his feet in
bounds for a 19-yard score as the
49ers (1-0) quickly built a 20-point
lead and never looked back.

Christian McCaffery ran for 151
yards and caught three passes for
17 more for the 49ers (1-0), who
looked every bit the dominant
force they were down the stretch
last season when Purdy took over
at quarterback.

Eagles 25, Patriots 20: Jalen
Hurts threw a touchdown pass and
Darius Slay had a 70-yard inter-
ception return for a score as visit-
ing Philadelphia built a big early
lead, then hung on to beat New En-
gland.

The Eagles capitalized on two
early turnovers by the Patriots,
spoiling a day when New England
honored former quarterback Tom
Brady at halftime.

New England’s Mac Jones reco-
vered from a rough start to finish
35-for-54 for 316 yards, three
touchdowns and an interception.
Kendrick Bourne had two TD re-

A

MartT Durisko/AP

San Francisco 49ers wide receiver Brandon Aiyuk is congratulated by
teammates after a touchdown reception on Sunday in Pittsburgh.
Aiyuk caught both of Brock Purdy’s touchdown passes.

ceptions for an offense that out-
gained the NFC champion Eagles
382-251.

Ravens 25, Texans 9: J.K. Dob-
bins ran for an early touchdown
before leaving with a torn Achilles
tendon, Justice Hill scored twice
in the second half and host Balti-
more beat Houston.

Lamar Jackson turned the ball
over twice, and Baltimore looked
out of sync for much of its first
game with new offensive coordi-
nator Todd Monken. But the Rav-
ens kept Houston and rookie quar-
terback C.J. Stroud out of the end
zone.

The Texans made a game of it
for a half under new coach DeMe-
co Ryans, and Stroud directed a
couple of solid drives, but Houston
couldn’t move the ball consistently
enough. Stroud threw for 242
yards.

Browns 24, Bengals 3: Desh-
aun Watson ran for a touchdown
and threw for another, and host
Cleveland’s defense bottled up
Cincinnati quarterback Joe Bur-
row.

Watson bolted for a 13-yard TD
late in the first half, making the
kind of dynamic play the Browns
envisioned when they signed him
to a $230 million contract in 2022.
He added a 3-yard TD pass in the
fourth quarter to tight end Harri-
son Bryant, and Watson converted
the two-point try with a run up the
middle.

Buccaneers 20, Vikings 17:
Baker Mayfield recovered from a
rough start to throw two touch-
down passes without a turnover in
his debut for visiting Tampa Bay,
which forced three first-half turn-
overs by Minnesota.

Mayfield hit Mike Evans for a

score right before halftime and
was at his best down the stretch.
Chris Godwin made a stretched-
out 11-yard catch on third-and-10
right after the 2-minute warning to
clinch it.

Kirk Cousins went 33-for-44 for
344 yards and touchdowns to roo-
kie Jordan Addison and running
back Alexander Mattison, and
Justin Jefferson had nine catches
for 150 yards. But after going an
NFL-record 11-0 in one-score
games during the 2022 regular
season, the Vikings ran out of that
late-game mojo.

Rams 30, Seahawks 13: Mat-
thew Stafford threw for 334 yards
even without favorite target Coop-
er Kupp, Kyren Williams ran for
two touchdowns, and visiting Los
Angeles stunned Seattle.

Rookie Puka Nacua had 10
catches for 119 yards and was tar-
geted 15 times in the first game of
his career. Tutu Atwell had a ca-
reer-high 119 yards on six catches.
And the Rams were at their beston
third downs, where they convert-
ed 11 of 17 chances.

Los Angeles had 27 first downs,
426 total yards and 39:23 time of
possession. Seattle had just 12
yards of offense and only one first
down in the second half.

Raiders 17, Broncos 16: Jim-
my Garoppolo threw two touch-
down passes to fellow newcomer
Jakobi Meyers in their debuts for
visiting Las Vegas, which spoiled
Sean Payton’s first game as Den-
ver’s coach.

Russell Wilson looked much
better under Payton than he did
lastyear with Nathaniel Hackett at
the helm, completing 27 of 34 pas-
ses for 177 yards and two touch-
downs without an interception.

Jaguars 31, Colts 21: Tank
Bigsby made up for a big mistake
by scoring the go-ahead touch-
down and Travis Etienne Jr. add-
ed a 26-yard scoring run to seal
visiting Jacksonville’s win over
Indianapolis.

DeForest Buckner stripped the
ball from Trevor Lawrence on a
sack and then scooped up Bigsby’s
subsequent fumble before sprint-
ing 26 yards to give Indy a 21-17
lead late in the third quarter.

Three series later, Bigsby’s 1-
yard TD plunge gave Jacksonville
a 24-21 lead with S:14 to play.

Colts rookie Anthony Richard-
son became the third-youngest
quarterback to start an NFL sea-
son opener at age 21, going 24-
for-37 for 223 yards, one TD and
the interception.

Saints 16, Titans 15: Derek
Carr passed for 305 yards and a
touchdown in a difficult but suc-
cessful debut for host New Or-
leans, which held on to beat Ten-
nessee.

The Saints’ defense did not al-
low a touchdown, intercepted
Ryan Tannehill three times,
sacked him three times, and
stopped Tennessee on 10 of 12
third-down plays.

Chris Olave caught eight passes
for 112 yards for New Orleans,
while Rashid Shaheed had five re-
ceptions for 89 yards and the
game’s lone touchdown.

Falcons 24, Panthers 10: Bijan
Robinson outshined top overall
pick Bryce Young in their NFL de-
buts, leading host Atlanta past
Carolina.

Young was intercepted twice by
Jessie Batesin arough start for the
former Alabama star who is being
counted on to lead a resurgence
for the Panthers.

Robinson, selected at No. 8 by
the Falcons in defiance of those
who say running backs shouldn’t
gothat high, showed his versatility
by taking a swing pass for an 11-
yard touchdown.

Commanders 20, Cardinals
16: Sam Howell threw a touch-
down pass and ran for another
score to make up for two turnovers
and host Washington rallied to
beat Arizona in its first game un-
der new ownership.

The Commanders were sloppy
with a pair of turnovers and sever-
al penalties along the offensive
line that allowed Howell to be
sacked six times.

Washington’s defense eventual-
ly took over and made game-
changing plays. Montez Sweat
strip-sacked Joshua Dobbs early
in the fourth quarter to set up Ho-
well’s go-ahead 6-yard TD run,
and Abdullah Anderson reco-
vered another fumble by Arizona
with under five minutes left.
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Days: Rain impacted
players’ performances

FROM PAGE 24

munication with receivers. “You
see it across the league. That’s
something that everybody has to
get cleaned up. We have to get it
cleaned up and we will.”

Burrow was pulled with S:15 left
in the game. He kept his helmet
on, folded his arms and waited for
the clock to expire.

Hurts and the Eagles played in
similar wet conditions in a 25-20
win at New England. Philadel-
phia’s dynamic offense sputtered,
totaling just 251 yards. Hurts, the
NFL MVP runner-up in 2022, lost
a fumble late in the fourth quarter
that almost cost the Eagles a win.
The offense’s only TD drive came
after Ezekiel Elliott fumbled at the
Patriots 26.

After Philly’s uneven debut,
Hurts said figuring out this
group’s identity will take more
than one game.

“That’s something that we’re
navigating,” he said. “We’re going
to continue to grow. And it’s al-
ways better when you win.”

The spotty performance left Ea-
gles coach Nick Sirianni reconsi-
dering his stance on sitting his
starters in the preseason.

“I’ll definitely reevaluate some
of the preseason stuff next year,”
Sirianni said. “If I had to do it over
again right now, I would say, yeah,
I would have played starters one
or two drives in the preseason.”

Jackson was rusty in his first
game under new offensive coordi-
nator Todd Monken but the Rav-
ens still defeated the Texans 25-9
in CJ. Stroud’s debut. Jackson
fumbled twice and threw a pick
while also completing 77.3% of his
passes.

“I haven’t played since Novem-
ber, didn’t play preseason, but I
feel like it’s the first game and
things like that may come up —
not just with us (but) throughout
the league,” Jackson said about
the rust. “But, we got the win. Just
move forward, focus on practicing
a little harder on the things we
messed up on.”

“There’s so many things that we

need to work on and get better at,
and that’s what we’ll do starting on
Monday,” coach John Harbaugh
said.

Tagovailoa and the Dolphins,
Brock Purdy and the 49ers and
Jordan Love and the Packers
came out firing. So did Matthew
Stafford and the Rams in a sur-
prise 30-13 upset at Seattle.

Tagovailoa threw for 466 yards
and three TDs, including a pin-
point 4-yard TD toss to Tyreek
Hill for the decisive score in a 36-
34 victory in Los Angeles. Hill had
11 catches for 215 yards and two
scores.

Purdy, playing his first game
since suffering an elbow injury
that required surgery only six
months ago, picked up where he
left off in a brilliant rookie season.
He passed for 220 yards and two
TDsin San Francisco’s 30-7 win at
Pittsburgh.

Kenny Pickett and the Steelers
proved preseason success doesn’t
matter. Pickett played five series
in the preseason, leading the of-
fense to five TDs. They managed
just 239 yards against the 49ers.

The Packers still own the Bears
without Aaron Rodgers. Love had
three TD passes in Green Bay’s
38-20 win at Chicago.

Love and the Packers weren’t
the only team to have success in
the first game without a legendary
QB. No Tom Brady was no prob-
lem for Tampa Bay. Baker May-
field played efficiently in a 20-17
win at Minnesota.

The biggest surprise of Week 1
was Stafford and the rebuilding
Rams routing the Seahawks, who
made the playoffs last season.
Stafford threw for 334 yards even
without Cooper Kupp on the oppo-
site end of those passes.

Trevor Lawrence and Calvin
Ridley had an instant connection
in Jacksonville’s 31-21 win at Indi-
anapolis. Derek Carr got off to a
winning start in New Orleans.
Russell Wilson returned to his old
self under Sean Payton but Jimmy
Garoppolo rallied the Raiders to a
17-16 win at Denver.

Ravens lose Dobbins for season

BALTIMORE — Ravens running
back J.K. Dobbins will miss the rest
of the season with a torn Achilles
tendon, coach John Harbaugh said
after Baltimore’s season-opening
25-9 win over Houston on Sunday.

Dobbins left in the third quarter
after catching a pass from Lamar
Jackson that went for 5 yards to the
Houston 2. He was tackled near the
sideline by M.J. Stewart and gingerly
shuffled toward the sideline.

Dobbins had eight carries for 22

yards and a touchdown, along with
two catches for 15 yards, when he
left the game.

Dobbins missed all of Baltimore's
summer workouts and was absent
during a good portion of training
camp while on the physically unable
to perform list.

In 23 games prior to this year,
Dobbins has rushed for 1,325 yards
and scored 11 TDs.

Associated Press

AsHLEY LanDIs/AP

Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill loses his helmet after making a catch next to Los Angeles
Chargers cornerback Ja’Sir Taylor during the second half of Sunday’s game in Inglewood, Calif.

Miami's Tagovailoa, Hill
too much for Chargers

By JoE REEDY
Associated Press

INGLEWOOD, Calif. — Tua Ta-
govailoa might have shocked
some observers by putting up one
of the best passing days in an
opener in NFL history.

His coach wasn’t surprised at
all.

“It was validating for me, be-
cause I don’t feel crazy. That’s
kind of what I expected to hap-
pen,” coach Mike McDaniel said
after the Miami Dolphins rallied
for a 36-34 victory over the Los
Angeles Chargers on Sunday.

Tagovailoa threw for 466 yards,
the fourth most in an opener, and
three touchdowns. In a game that
saw two ties and nine lead chang-
es, his 4-yard throw to Tyreek Hill
in the right corner of the end zone
with 1:45 remaining put the Dol-
phins ahead to stay.

“I was super excited to be out
there again,” said Tagovailoa, who
completed 28 of 45 passes. “It’s the
first game. You don’t necessarily
know what to expect from their
team. They give us their best shot.
They ran almost everything that
we’ve seen watching film. So it
feels good.”

Hill, who said during training
camp he wants to be the first re-
ceiver to reach 2,000 yards in a
season, got off to a great start. He
had 215 yards — the third-best to-
tal in Week 1 in league history —
on 11 receptions and two touch-
downs.

“I wanted to play fast and delib-
erate. I kind of went into a zone

MaRrk J. TERRILL/AP

Dolphins quarterback Tua
Tagovailoa passed for 466 yards
and three touchdowns.

there,” said Hill, who had his third
200-yard receiving game. “Even
during halftime, Tua was getting
guys going. He leaned on me a lit-
tle bit toward the end and that
meant more targets.”

Hill had two receptions on the
decisive 8-play, 75-yard drive. On
third-and-10 from the Dolphins
25, he beat Ja’Sir Taylor on a go
route and caught a 47-yard pass
after Tagovailoa stepped up in the
pocket and made a pinpoint throw.

“I'm glad that we started with
this game,” Hill said. “Last year,
those guys did a great job of press-
ing us. So I feel like this year, like
I’ve been saying, we had a chance
to go back and get a full under-
standing of the offense. And you

see that the results were differ-
ent.”

Different would be an under-
statement. In last season’s 23-17
win in Week 13, the Chargers held
the Dolphins to 219 total yards,
with 119 coming on two plays, and
didn’t allow Miami to get into the
red zone.

Tagovailoa’s 466 passing yards
were the most ever allowed by the
Chargers, and Miami’s 536 yards
of offense is the most the franchise
has yielded in an opener.

“I don’t think that we played the
right leverages in the secondary
and I didn’t think that we rushed
the quarterback effectively
enough,” coach Brandon Staley
said. “Itturned into a track meetin
the passing game.”

Chargers edge rusher Khalil
Mack blamed the defense for the
loss, but also acknowledged the
brilliance of Tagovailoa and Hill.

“I feel like it’s a rare occasion
when you’ve got two guys like that
on the field at the same time, blaz-
ing up and down the field,” Mack
said. “We’ve just got to look at it
and get better, make sure we get
better on the back end and the
front end.”

Miami had nine plays of at least
21 yards. Those included Hill’s 35-
yard score late in the third quarter
to put the Dolphins up 27-24.

Raheem Mostert had 37 yards
rushing, including a 2-yard TD in
the first quarter. Jaylen Waddle
had four receptions for 78 yards.
Jason Sanders kicked three field
goals.
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Love delivers in Packers’™ opening win

By ANDREW SELIGMAN
Associated Press

CHICAGO — Jordan Love kept
telling himself he and his team-
mates were going to play great. He
imagined how it would feel to
leave the field with a win, too.

Now he knows.

Love looked like he might be
ready to follow in the footsteps of
Brett Favre and Aaron Rodgers,
throwing for three touchdowns to
lead the Green Bay Packers to a
38-20 season-opening victory over
the Chicago Bears on Sunday.

Love spent three years waiting
for this moment behind four-time
MVP Rodgers. He shook off a slow
first half and helped propel the
Packers to a lopsided win.

“It feels great,” Love said. “It
feels great. It’s definitely been a
long time coming for me — three
years as a backup. Just watching,
learning and growing, seeing this
team work. It feels good to be out
there leading those guys and being
out there playing with them, final-
ly. And to come away with a dub,
it’s just what we wanted.”

Aaron Jones ran for a touch-
down and caught one, helping the
Packers pull away in the second
half for their ninth straight win
over the Bears. Green Bay was
25-5 against Chicago with Rodg-
ers, including an NFC champion-
ship game win at Soldier Field in
the 2010 season, and the Packers
were 22-10 in games Favre start-

By Tom CANAVAN

ERIN HooLEY/AP

Green Bay Packers quarterback Jordan Love hands off to running back Aaron Jones during the first half
against the Chicago Bears on Sunday in Chicago. The Packers won 38-20.

ed.

For the Bears, it was more of the
same for a team that went 3-14 to
set a franchise record for losses
last season. Chicago came into the
season expecting major improve-
ment after a series of offseason up-

grades.

Love completed 15 of 27 passes
for 245 yards and posted a 123.2
rating. His only previous start was
aloss at Kansas City in 2021 when
Rodgers was sidelined with CO-
VID-19.

“I couldn’t be more proud of just
his performance, his poise,” coach
Matt LaFleur said. “There’s a big-
time belief in that locker room for
Jordan Love, and I think the guys
are gonna rally around him.
They’re excited for him. They love

sons said. “I said I can’t wait to get

him. They respect him.”

Jones caught two passes for 86
yards. He turned a screen into a
S1-yard gain that led to a scoring
run for him in the third, and added
a 35-yard touchdown off a short
pass on the next drive.

Romeo Doubs had two touch-
down catches. Quay Walker re-
turned an interception 37 yards
for a TD, and the Packers won for
the 13th time in 14 games at Soldier
Field.

The Bearslost their 11th straight
game overall, and their 10th in a
row against NFC North opponents.

“You’ve just got to let truth soak
in,” safety Eddie Jackson said. “As
much as it hurts, as bad as it feels
we’ve got to come out, there’s still
16 more games left. We’ve got to
come out tomorrow, look at the
film, put the corrections in and just
have that in our mindset that we
can’t ever let that happen again.”

Fields was 24-for-37 for 216
yards. He had a touchdown pass
and an interception in a perfor-
mance that did little to answer big-
gest question hanging over the
team: Can he become the passer
the Bears need him to be?

Fields also ran for S9 yards.

Prized acquisition DJ Moore
was targeted just twice and had
two catches for 25 yards.

“This game was hyped up and
we didn’t bring the juice and hype
to the party today and we lost,”
Moore said.

chael Schmitz — a second-round

Cowboys rlp error-prone (iants for historic shutout

Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
The Dallas Cowboys have not only
put some distance between them-
selves and the New York Giants in
the NFC East, they showed Sun-
day night that they are going to be
a contender for more than a divi-
sion title.

If they play this way all season,
owner Jerry Jones might have a
championship contender again.

Noah Igbinoghene returned a
blocked field goal S8 yards for a
touchdown on the opening series,
DaRon Bland scored on a pick-6
later in the first quarter and the
Cowboys embarrassed the Giants
again, posting a season-opening
40-0 victory Sunday night.

“It’s the first game,” Cowboys
quarterback Dak Prescott said.
“That’s y’all’s job to write whatev-
er statement it needs to be. For us,
it’s about not getting ahead of our-
selves. Continuing to stay disci-
plined, to show the discipline. Not
only what we did through these
four quarters, but taking that and
making sure we use it throughout
our preparation this week.”

Tony Pollard scored on two
short touchdown runs, and Dallas
forced three turnovers and sacked

Daniel Jones seven times in shut-
ting down New York’s supposedly
improved offense to beat the Gi-
ants for the fifth straight time and
12th in 13th meetings.

The Giants’ shutout loss was the
largest between the teams, top-
ping the Cowboys’ 35-0 win in

ApAm HUNGER/AP
The Cowboys’ DaRon Bland, left, intercepts a pass that was knocked
loose from the Giants’ Saquon Barkley, right, during the first quarter
on Sunday. Bland returned it for a touchdown in Dallas’ 40-0 win.

1995, also in a season-opener in
the Meadowlands. It was also the
Cowboys’ biggest shutout victory
in any game, topping their 38-0
win over the Baltimore Colts in
1978.

“I saw this before anybody,”
Cowboys edge rusher Micah Par-

to New York. I knew it was com-
ing. With ‘execution meets prepa-
ration,’” there is no one that can
beat it. We've already felt this.
We’ve been to war before. We
knew the standard.”

This was supposed to be the
game that showed whether the Gi-
ants had closed the gap on Dallas
and defending NFC champion
Philadelphia in the NFC East.

Enough said.

The Cowboys didn’t need much
from Prescott and the offense.
They got two field goals from new
kicker Brandon Aubrey and Pol-
lard got Dallas’ first TD on offense
on a 2-yard run midway through
the second quarter to push the ad-
vantage to 26-0 at halftime.

Pollard, the Cowboys’ lead run-
ning back after the release of Eze-
kiel Elliott during the offseason,
had a 1-yard run in the third quar-
ter. KaVontae Turpin added a 7-
yard TD run in the fourth.

The game changed on the open-
ing series. New York took the
opening kickoff, rolled down the
field and reached the Dallas 8 be-
hind the running of Saquon Bar-
kley and Jones. On a third-and-2,
left tackle Andrew Thomas moved
early and rookie center John-Mi-

pick—made abad snap that Jones
recovered back at the 27.

Graham Gano’s 4S5-yard field
goal attempt was blocked by Jua-
nyeh Thomas, who jumped be-
tween a crack at the end of the line
and easily blocked the kick. Igbi-
noghene picked up the ball at the
42 and was not touched on his way
to scoring.

After Aubrey kicked a 21-yard
field goal, Bland scored on the en-
suing series. Cornerback Trevon
Diggs hit Barkley while the run-
ning back caught a swing pass, the
ball popped in the air and Bland
caught it and scored.

The game was never close after
that, just to show how bad the Gi-
ants played, Gano missed a 36-
yarder with 1:0S left in the half,
leaving coach Brian Daboll shak-
ing his head.

Daboll offered no excuses after
the game and gave credit to Dal-
las.

“I'm focused on trying to im-
prove, and there’s a lot to im-
prove,” said the second-year head
coach who led New York to the
playoffs last season. “It’s one
game. It wasn’t a good game and
I’'m not going to sugarcoatit. It was
a bad game and it’s on me.”
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Adding to his record haul

Djokovic overpowers Medvedev to win
24th Grand Slam title » us open, Page 20
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Cincinnati quarterback Joe Burrow is sacked by Cleveland defensive end Myles Garrett. Burrow had one of his worst games as a pro, throwing for just 82 yards in a 24-3 loss.

Good days, bad days

Some (Bs looked terrific in Week 1, others showed rust

By RoB MAADDI
Associated Press
everal NFL teams looked like
they needed more preseason
work. Some seemed unstoppa-
ble.
It’s only one game so don’t
rush tojudge.

Most of the NFL’s $50 million men had
shaky days, though two ended up on the
winning side. The Packers, Dolphins,
49ers and Rams were impressive. The
Cowboys dominated despite an average of-
fensive performance.

Eight of 14 games Sunday finished under
40 points combined and 12 teams scored
less than 20. Nine road teams won, includ-
ing five underdogs.

Joe Burrow, fresh off
becoming the highest-
paid player in league his-
tory, had one of his worst
games as a pro. Lamar
Jackson and Jalen Hurts,
who briefly took turns
owning the biggest con-
tract, were rusty in victo-
ries. Justin Herbert, who also joined the
$50 million clubinthe offseason, was sharp
but couldn’t outplay Tua Tagovailoa.

Daniel Jones, the New York Giants’ $40
million QB, had amiserable game in a40-0
loss to Dallas.

Burrow threw for a career-low 82 yards
in Cincinnati’s 24-3 loss to the Cleveland
Browns. Considering he missed most of

Jackson

the preseason with a calf strain and played
in steady rain that made it difficult to
throw, it’s no surprise Burrow was out of
sync. Myles Garrett and the Browns’ fero-
cious defense never gave him a chance to
get comfortable.

Burrow had overthrows, underthrows
and generally seemed to be on a different
page of the playbook than his receivers. He
didn’t complete a single pass to Tee Hig-
gins despite targeting the receiver eight
times, and he didn’t want to blame missing
a month for his uncharacteristic perfor-
mance.

“It’sjust some Week 1 stuff that happens
everywhere,” Burrow said about miscom-

SEE DAYS ON PAGE 22
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MartT DuRrisko/AP

San Francisco quarterback Brock Purdy
picked up where he left off last season,
passing for 220 yards and two TDs in his
team’s 30-7 rout of Pittsburgh.

Reddick secures first Gup win at Kansas . woocre.  [1UMNHHLITIL]



