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U.S. Marine Cpl. Armanjacob Celmar, left, and Staff Sgt. Jonas Ullmam, a Swedish marine, discuss simulated enemy positions.

Resolve in the face of aggression

US pairs with Swedes on exercise, learns lessons from watching Russia

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

BERGA NAVAL BASE, Sweden — A joint
U.S.-Swedish military exercise this week in
Sweden’s archipelago in the Baltic Sea sends a
strong signal of NATOQ’s resolve in the face of
Russian aggression, defense officials from the
two countries said.

That determination comes as Sweden pre-
pares to join the alliance and NATO carefully
observes the war in Ukraine for important les-
sons, including ones about fortitude, adaptabil-
ity and cunning, they said.

Although officials declined to go into detail,
they said studying the actions of Russian and
UKkrainian forces is instructive for the U.S. mil-
itary and future NATO member Sweden.

“We are paying very close attention each

and every day to what they are using, what they
are trying to use and some of the concepts they
are trying to employ,” Maj. Gen. Robert Sofge,
commander of U.S. Marine Corps Forces Eu-
rope and Africa, said Wednesday. “(The war)
is a lab in many ways.”

Sofge was in Sweden for Archipelago Endea-
vor 23, which included more than 100 sailors
and Marines from the Il Marine Expeditionary
Force. The exercise ended Thursday.

The war also has served to fortify the deter-
mination of allies and partners should the
Kremlin turn its attention beyond Ukraine,
Sofge said.

That was echoed by Col. Adam Camel, com-
mander of Sweden’s 1st Marine Regiment.

“We’re getting better and more lethal,”
Camel said.

Sweden announced a 28% increase in mili-
tary spending earlier this week, The Associat-
ed Press reported Tuesday.

That would bring the country, which is on
the brink of NATO membership, on track to
reach the bloc’s expectation that allies devote
at least 2% of gross domestic product to de-
fense expenditures, according to the AP re-
port.

Previously worried about provoking Russia,
Sweden and neighboring Finland reversed
course after the Feb. 24, 2022, invasion of Uk-
raine, applying to join NATO in May of that
year.

Finland joined in April, but Sweden’s bid had
been held up by Turkey and Hungary. Turkish

SEE RESOLVE ON PAGE 8

Acting CNO says
recovery from
Tuberville's hold
will take years

By SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The acting
chief of naval operations said
Thursday that it will take the Navy
years to recover from the delay on
promotions caused by Sen. Tom-
my Tuberville’s procedural hold
on military nominees.

Adm. Lisa Franchetti, the nomi-
nee for the Navy’s highest-ranking
position, told the Senate Armed
Services Committee that untan-
gling the monthslong blockade of
more than 300 nominations and
appointments would take three to
four months for three-star officers
alone.

“The Navy’s facing challenges
all around the globe, threats from
our adversaries. We want to have
the right people with the right lev-
el of experience in those posi-
tions,” Franchetti said. “And as we
continue not to have the con-
firmed people that we’ve nominat-
ed with that experience, we’re go-
ing to continue to see an erosion of
readiness.”

Her own nomination to perma-
nent chief of naval operations is
expected to be stalled by Tuber-
ville, R-Ala., as he refuses to let

SEE NAVY ON PAGE 5

CarLos BONGIOANNY/ Stars and Stripes

Adm. Lisa Franchetti, the acting
chief of naval operations, testifies
Thursday on Capitol Hill in
Washington, D.C.
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Air Force to miss active-duty recruiting goal

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Air
Force will miss its active-duty
recruiting goal for the first time
since 1999 by about 10%, Brig. Gen.
Chris Amrhein said Wednesday.

“If we hadn’t deviated much
from our former recruiting prac-
tices, this recruiting shortfall

could have been much worse,”

B

said Amrhein,
who took over as
the Air Force
Recruiting Ser-
vice commander
in June.
The Air Force
M recruiting goal
. for fiscal 2023
Amrhein was 26,877, but
the service will miss it by about
2,700, Air Force Recruiting Ser-
vice spokeswoman Leslie Brown
wrote in an email.

In addition to the active-duty
number falling short, Amrhein
said the recruiting goals for the Air
National Guard and Reserve will
each come up short by nearly 30%.

Amrhein said he is still “cau-
tiously optimistic” about seeing
improvement in recruiting. Last
September, the Air Force and
Space Force announced a new pi-
lot program that would grant cer-
tain applicants who test positive
for THC achancetoretest and pos-
sibly join the ranks. THC is the
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GABRIEL JONES/U.S. Air Force

Air Force Col. Layne Trosper leads a salute in June 2022 at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph, Texas, to
Brig. Gen. Christopher Amrhein, the commander of the unit.

main psychoactive component of
marijuana.

“We realized with about three
dozen states having legalized mar-
ijuana laws that this was not a pol-
icy that made sense,” Amrhein
said. “Let’s make no mistake, drug
usage has absolutely no place in
our Air and Space forces. But al-
lowing second tests in the recruit-
ing process is the right thing to
do.”

The policy change allowed

about 165 airmen into the service,
the general said. In March, the Air
Force announced additional
changes to policies for hand and
neck tattoos, body fat standards,
and college loan repayment pro-
grams for enlisted troops.

As a result, Brown said the Air
Force was able to bring in more
than 1,200 new airmen who would
have been disqualified in the past.

Amrhein said the Air Force still
faces long-term challenges such

as expanding recruiter numbers
and increasing people’s familiar-
ity with the service and what it en-
tails. The Air Force in April
launched a “Go Blue, Stay Blue”
campaign to encourage bases to
open and have airmen and guardi-
ans engage with the community.
“After 9/11, and rightfully so,
bases went very insular. This ‘Go
Blue’ is about opening it back up
and getting people back into the
community to tell their story,” he

said.

Amrhein said he learned Tues-
day that the Pennsylvania Air Na-
tional Guard has a civic partner-
ship in which they opened their
base to youth baseball. It included
about 24 kids, with their parents
and coaches, who came to the base
for a weekend.

“They let them out on their
fields ... they showed them their
simulators that they fly. They
opened up their dining facility for
them to eat at and just kind of took
a tour of the base,” Amrhein said.
“Ideaslike thatis where we canre-
ally get the maximum effect out of
‘Go Blue, Stay Blue.””

The service has added 91 new
recruiters who will begin work be-
tween February and June after go-
ing through training and being
matched with an assignment. The
Air Force also added 16 people to
its e-recruiter program, expand-
ing from S to 21.

“I challenged the team to go,
‘Hey, can we grow this even more?’
There is a lot of opportunity in that
space,” Amrhein said. “Ithas a na-
tional approach rather than a spe-
cific region. The combination of
our lead refinement center and
growing our e-recruiter program
is something to work at in the com-
ing year.”

adams.matthew@stripes.com
@MatthewAdams60

Aviano cuts medical care for DOD

By KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy —
The clinic at the largest Air Force
community in Italy is no longer
treating Defense Department ci-
vilians, their families and others
who once paid for their own medi-
cal care, citing alack of money and
staff.

The decision has some military
employees worried that they won’t
be able to receive equivalent care
at off-base Italian facilities, where
fluent English isn’t a given and
some prescriptions may not be
available.

Col. Jeffrey Fewell, commander
of the 31st Medical Group, made
the announcement Tuesday to
about two dozen Department of
Defense Education Activity teach-
ers.

“We have to prioritize our re-
sources to our active-duty and Tri-
care enrollees,” he said during a
briefing on the policy, which was
adopted Sept. 1.

Active-duty service members
receive free health care, while
their families, which are covered
by Tricare, pay significantly lower
costs than many Americans.

Most DOD civilians are typically
covered bylarge private insurance
companies, which pay a varying

percentage of costs minus any co-
payments. But not all the money
those patients pay for their care
goesback to the Aviano clinic, base
officials said.

A similar move to restrict on-
base civilian health care sparked a
furor last year in Japan, where
many said in base forums that they
had difficulty scheduling appoint-
ments with Japanese doctors.

In March, the Defense Health
Agency partially reversed the
move by allowing civilians with
chronic conditions like diabetes to
seek care onbaseinJapan, butonly
on a space-available basis.

Just how many people the new
policy at Aviano will affect is un-
known.

Base officials generally know
the number of civilians employed
there, 31st Fighter Wing spokes-
man 1st Lt. Steve Garrett said
Tuesday. But factors such as fam-
ily size, veteran status and the na-
ture of their sponsorship aren’t as
easy to determine.

A recent review of a seven-
month period found that about19%
of slots in the Aviano Family
Health Clinic had been devoted to
paying patients.

Fewell said the new policy af-
fects a small percentage of people
at Aviano,whichhasanactive-duty

population of about 4,600 airmen
and soldiers and an equal number
of their dependents.

Those attending the briefing
Tuesday expressed frustration at
beingnotified of the change only af-
ter the policy had gone into effect.

Some worried about expiring
medications and a few mentioned
specific drugs that are either un-
available or prohibited in Italy.

Jeff England, afifth grade teach-
er who’s been at Aviano for 20
years, was among them. England
and hiswife, Rene Alexander, have
a 20-year-old son who has been
prescribed Concerta by the base
for almost a decade.

Italian doctors cannot prescribe
that drug and similar ones such as
Adderall.

Others talked about increased
costs or a language barrier with
physicians. And some said that
even Italian speakers have trouble
getting an appointment if they’re
not citizens.

“We have seen Italian doctors,”
Alexander said. “But I also speak
Italian fluently. It took me 10 years
to find doctors for my kids. New
families here? They’re just not go-
ing tobe able to do that.”

Fewell said he understood those
concerns and that his team will do
its best to help on a case-by-case

civilians and families

basis.

“It’s not my intent to push any-
body out,” he said. “ButIdohave to
prioritize my resources. And I
don’thave theresourcesthatIonce
had. And that’sjust a fact.”

Fewell also told the group of
teachersthataccesstothe pharma-
cy will be shut off Sept. 23 through
Jan.1.

That’s primarily because the
base will be implementing MHS
Genesis, a new computer system
designed to consolidate electronic
records for service members that
military facilities worldwide are
adopting.

Fewell expects a steep learning
curve athis clinic, so the number of
available care spots will be re-
duced for all patients during that
time.

“Ithink it’s very, very likely that
we’re going to be able to turn the
pharmacy back on (for paying pa-
tients) at some point,” he said.

Told by England that many Ita-
lian doctors are required to handle
large caseloads and that making
appointments can be difficult for
non-Italians, Fewell acknowl-
edged unfamiliarity with the do-
mestic health care system.

“We have some homework to do
on that,” he said.

The clinic does employ Italian li-

aisons to engage with a network of
local providers, but they don’t help
those considered “pay patients,”
including DOD civilians and fam-
ily members.

The clinic makes approximately
6,000 off-base referrals for its Tri-
care population annually, as it em-
ploys almost no specialists.

The number of medical person-
nel on base has dropped dramat-
ically since the Defense Depart-
ment downgraded numerous mili-
tary hospitals to clinics in 2017.

The Aviano family clinic has two
general care doctors and two pedi-
atricians assigned to it.

Not long after the hospital be-
came a clinic, the base announced
it would restrict pay patients’ ac-
cess.

But that directive largely didn’t
apply to school-age dependents,
and some pay patients could still
book appointments.

England and Alexander said the
change reflects a deeper divide be-
tween services available to service
members and their families, and
others affiliated with the military.

“Itjustkind of reinforces the sec-
ond-class citizen sentiment,” En-
gland said.

harris.kent@stripes.com
@kharris4stripes



Pace 4

3RS RE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Friday, September 15, 2023

MILITARY

US resumes flights, missions out of Niger

/-

Coup temporarily halted activities
In country, confining 1,100 forces

By Tara Corpr
Associated Press

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. —
The U.S. military has resumed
flying drones and manned air-
craft out of air bases in Niger
more than a month after a mili-
tary takeover temporarily halted
all those activities there, the head
of U.S. Air Forces for Europe and
Africa said Wednesday.

Since the July coup, the 1,100
U.S. forces deployed in the coun-
try have been confined inside
their military bases. Last week
the Pentagon said some military
personnel and assets had been
moved from the air base near Nia-
mey, which is the capital of Niger,
to another in Agadez. Niamey is
572 miles away from Agadez.

In response to a question from
The Associated Press on how the
U.S. was able to continue its coun-
terterrorism missions without
those flights, Gen. James Hecker,
the top Air Force commander for
Europe and Africa, said in recent
weeks some of those intelligence
and surveillance missions have
been able to resume due to U.S.
negotiations with the junta.

“For a while we weren’t doing

any missions on the bases, they
pretty much closed down the air-
fields,” Hecker said. “Through
the diplomatic process, we are
now doing, I wouldn’t say 100% of
the missions that we were doing
before, but we’re doing a large
amount of missions that we’re do-
ing before.”

In a statement, Pentagon press
secretary Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder
confirmed that the U.S. was flying
missions again but said they were
confined to protecting U.S. forces.

Hecker, who spoke to reporters
at the annual Air and Space Forc-
es Association convention at Na-
tional Harbor, Md., said the U.S.
is flying both manned and un-
manned missions and those
flights resumed “within the last
couple of weeks.”

The significant distance be-
tween the two bases also means
that the while flights are going
out, some missions are “not get-
ting as much data, because you’re
not overhead for as long” because
of the amount of fuel it takes to get
out and back, he said.

The U.S. has made Niger its
main regional outpost for wide-
ranging patrols by armed drones
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JoHN VANDIVER/Stars and Stripes

Airmen work in the unmanned aerial device apron in Agadez, Niger, where drones will be parked when
they are not in use. The U.S. has resumed manned and unmanned flights from air bases in the country.

and other counterterror oper-
ations against Islamic extremist
movements that over the years
have seized territory, massacred
civilians and battled foreign ar-
mies.

The bases are a critical part of
America’s overall counterterro-
rism efforts in West Africa.

The U.S. has alsoinvested years
and hundreds of millions of dol-

lars in training Nigerien forces.

In 2018, fighters loyal to the Is-
lamic State group ambushed and
killed four American service
members, four Nigeriens and an
interpreter.

West Africa recorded over
1,800 extremist attacks in the first
six months of this year, which
killed nearly 4,600 people, ac-
cording to ECOWAS, the Eco-

nomic Community of West Afri-
can States.

The Islamic extremist group
Boko Haram operates in neigh-
boring Nigeria and Chad.

Along Niger’s borders with Ma-
li and Burkina Faso, the Islamic
State in the Greater Sahara and
al-Qaida affiliate Jama’at Nusrat
al-Islam wal-Muslimin pose grea-
ter threats.

House punts on DOD funding bill as shutdown looms

By MARIANNA SOTOMAYOR
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — House Re-
publicans on Wednesday failed
to move forward on a procedural
vote advancing a bill to fund the
Defense Department after it be-
came clear they did not have
enough votes to secure its pas-
sage.

The usually noncontroversial
step became tied up in a broader
debate among the conference
that threatens to derail negotia-
tions over the budget as a Sept.
30 deadline to fund the govern-
ment looms. Republican leaders
Wednesday afternoon moved the
scheduled vote off the House
floor calendar, and it is unclear
when the vote may happen.

House Republicans returned
this week hoping to move for-
ward on a tranche of funding
bills that they believe will give
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R-Cal-
if., a stronger footing in negotia-
tions with the Senate as Con-
gress looks to avert a govern-
ment shutdown.

The inability to move forward
on a basic step to fund the gov-
ernment — the House’s top re-
sponsibility enshrined in the
Constitution — offered an exam-
ple of just how difficult it will be

“There currently is not an appetite to ...
blindly move forward with any one
piece of the puzzle until we can ... look
at the picture of the puzzle that we're
actually trying to assemble.”

for McCarthy and the ideolog-
ically fractured Republican ma-
jority to find consensus, keep the
government open and avert
blame if a shutdown is triggered.

The House has less than a doz-
en days in session before the
Sept. 30 deadline.

A handful of staunchly conser-
vative lawmakers announced
they would not vote to move the
defense funding bill forward be-
cause of an unmet demand they
made of leadership months ago.
Several members of the hard-
right House Freedom Caucus
said they have yet to receive a
top-line number for how much
all 12 appropriations bills would
cost once passed, and where off-
sets to curtail spending would be
made across the 11 proposals the
House has yet to consider on the

Chip Roy
R-Texas

floor.

“There currently is not an ap-
petite to just, I would call it,
blindly move forward with any
one piece of the puzzle until we
can actually look at the picture of
the puzzle that we’re actually
trying to assemble,” Rep. Chip
Roy, R-Texas, said. “I have no
interest in grabbing a piece and
just sticking it on a board and
hoping.”

That top-line number may not
come. The House Appropriations
Committee already has not been
able to overcome competing de-
mands between moderate and
far-right Republicans on the la-
bor and justice appropriation
bills, which have historically
been the most controversial pro-
posals to complete.

As a result, fulfilling the Free-

dom Caucus’s demands — in-
cluding passing all 12 appropria-
tion bills individually — may be
impossible.

House Republicans already
had adjourned a day early in Ju-
ly after they couldn’t pass an
agriculture funding bill — typ-
ically considered one of the least
controversial appropriations bills
— because of internal debates on
policy that at times turned into
shouting matches between law-
makers, according to multiple
people familiar with the meet-
ings who like others spoke on the
condition of anonymity to detail
tensions testing the conference.

It remains unclear when the
House will consider the defense
funding bill — or any appropria-
tion bill.

Given the myriad requests and
leadership’s inability thus far to
provide a top-line budget num-
ber, lawmakers had little insight
into how Republicans break
themselves from the logjam be-
fore the House leaves Washing-
ton for the weekend Thursday.

In addition to political opposi-
tion, several absences within the
conference — including Majority
Leader Steve Scalise, R-La., who
is battling cancer — is making
the math tricky for Republicans.

Complicating it further is the ex-
pected retirement of Rep. Chris
Stewart, R-Utah, later this week,
which will bring the Republi-
cans’ already razor-thin majority
down to four.

His replacement would not ar-
rive in the House until late No-
vember.

McCarthy ignored questions
about how he plans on overcom-
ing the impasse Wednesday after
devoting significant time to dis-
cussing Republicans’ impeach-
ment inquiry into President Joe
Biden.

McCarthy’s ask of colleagues
during Republicans’ weekly con-
ference meeting Wednesday ap-
peared to go unheard by a signif-
icant number of lawmakers.

Several shook their heads no
when the speaker urged his col-
leagues to be cognizant of the
little time they have to address
government funding and to help
pass as many appropriation bills
as possible, according to people
in attendance.

The Senate Appropriations
Committee has approved all 12 of
their appropriations bills with bi-
partisan support, and lawmakers
are expected to approve three of
them through the Senate next
week.
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Navy: Franchetti would be first woman among Joint Chiefs of Staff

FROM PAGE 1

the Senate move forward on se-
nior military confirmations in a
bid to force the Pentagon to re-
scind an abortion access policy.

Franchetti would become the
first woman to lead the Navy and
serve on the Joint Chief’s of Staff, if
confirmed. She has been filling
the role of chief of naval oper-
ations in an acting capacity follow-
ing the retirement last month of
Adm. Michael Gilday.

Officials serving on an acting
basis are prevented from making
long-term plans, such as hiring de-
cisions, and cannot move into
housing that comes with the job.

Franchetti told senators Thurs-
day that she is personally seeing
the impact of Tuberville’s hold on
military families, who have been
left uncertain of when they will
have to move or where they will
live.

“We ask a lot of our families: to
move, to uproot, find new schools,
find new jobs for spouses,” she
said. “I have heard a lot of con-
cerns from our families that they
are having difficulty navigating
that space right now.”

The list of frozen military pro-
motions includes Rear Adm.
Yvette Davids, who was nominat-

ed in April to become the first fe-
male superintendent of the U.S.
Naval Academy. The academy for
the first time in 60 years began the
school year last month without a
confirmed superintendent, Sen.
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass, said.

“Every young person who is
thinking right now about applying
to the academy and every young
person anywhere in the Navy
must confront head-on the fact
that Sen. Tuberville has turned
the Navy and the Naval Academy
into one more political football,”
Warren said.

Tuberville, a member of the
Armed Services committee, told
Franchetti on Thursday that he
looked forward to working with
her but did not address his hold.

Sen. Kevin Cramer, R-N.D.,
pushed back against accusations
from Warren that Republicans did
not care about military leaders or
their families. When he asked
Franchetti to comment, she said:
“I believe that everyone in Con-
gress supports everyone in our
military.”

The pressure to resolve the
standoff between Tuberville and
the Pentagon heightened this
week as the Senate held confirma-
tion hearings for Gen. David All-

CARLOs BONGIOANNY/Stars and Stripes

Adm. Lisa Franchetti, the vice Chief of Naval Operations, testifies at a
Senate Armed Services Committee hearing where her nomination to
be the next CNO was considered on Thursday on Capitol Hill in

Washington, D.C.

vin, nominated for Air Force chief
of staff, and then Franchetti on
Thursday.

Half of the eight seats on the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, a body of the
most senior uniformed military
leaders, will be vacant when Army
Gen. Mark Milley, the group’s

chairman, retires Oct. 1. The Pen-
tagon said this week that the Joint
Chiefs vice chairman would take
over for Milley in an acting capac-
ity if the Senate cannot confirm
Air Force Gen. C.Q. Brown for the
job in time.

The Army, Marine Corps and

Navy have all been left without
Senate-confirmed leaders due to
Tuberville’s hold.

Tuberville and other Republi-
cans have argued the Senate can
easily go around the blockade by
holding individual votes on nomi-
nees. But amemo released by Sen-
ate Democrats this week showed
that process would last at least 89
days.

The memo, prepared by the
Congressional Research Service
in August, estimated it would take
the Senate nearly 700 hours of
floor time to vote on 273 military
nominations. The number of af-
fected nominees has since grown
to more than 300.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, D-N.Y., who has re-
fused to hold roll call votes on any
of the blocked promotions, said
Thursday that only Republicans
can end the blockade.

“The bottom line is this: this is a
Republican problem. It was creat-
ed by the senator from Alabama,
no one else, and it’s up to Republi-
cans to put pressure on him to
back off, plain and simple,” he
said.

shkolnikova.svetlana@stripes.com
@svetashko
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General: Land forces keep China in check

By Douc G. WARE
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The commander of
U.S. Army Pacific said Wednesday that
strong land forces — not just air and naval
strength — will be crucial in defending al-
lies in the Indo-Pacific region and deterring
Chinese aggression in the coming years.

Gen. Charles Flynn emphasized the im-
portance of ground troops during a confe-
rence call to discuss existing challenges in
the region and potential obstacles to imple-
menting the command’s vision for the fu-
ture.

“I contend that [the Indo-Pacific region]
is not an air and maritime theater. It is a
joint theater,” Flynn said. “There is a nat-
ural tendency to look at the map and think
you can solve this with air and maritime
power alone. My thinking on this is that the
land power network and armies out here
are an essential part of the solution.”

The U.S. Army Pacific’s newly released
2023 Vision Book outlines many of the chal-
lenges facing U.S. allies and interests in the
Indo-Pacific region, which includes about
three dozen countries across Asia and the
Pacific and Indian oceans, including South
Korea, Japan, China, India and Australia.

Flynn acknowledged air and naval forces
are vital to protecting the region, but he
added that the land component has often
been overlooked.

“In my view, the security architecture
that actually binds this region together is
the armies,” he said. “These nations have
large armies, they don’t have large navies
and air forces.”

“There is a unique on-the-ground finger-
tip feel that you get when you’re out in the
villages ... out in the jungle, out in the moun-
tains and operating amongst the people,”
Flynn said. “Do you want to know what’s go-
ing on inside these countries? Ask
somebody from the land force, because we
are in these countries for extended periods
of time. And I think we have a deeper un-
derstanding of what’s actually happening.”

ToniA CIANCANELLY/U.S. Army

Army Gen. Charles Flynn, commanding general of the U.S. Army Pacific, receives a
salute from troops at the Hawaii Army National Guard Puunene Armory, Maui, Aug. 15.

Flynn said Army Pacific’s vision is in step
with the Pentagon’s National Defense Strat-
egy, which was released in the fall and iden-
tifies China as the top U.S. “pacing chal-
lenge.” The Defense Department and Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s administration have been
alarmed by various actions by China re-
cently, such as the new security agreement
the country reached in early 2022 with the
Solomon Islands, a small nation about 1,100
miles northeast of Australia. And there are
many other small island countries in the re-
gion that could also be vulnerable to Chi-
nese influence.

“The recent security agreement between
the Solomon Islands and [China] under-
scores increased competition for influence
in these island nations,” according to the
Army Pacific’s vision statement.

The Indo-Pacific also includes Taiwan,
which China claims as a breakaway territo-
ry. The United States has long had a strong

unofficial relationship with Taiwan and has
often butted heads with China about the is-
land. The U.S. ignored threats from China,
for example, when then-House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., visited Taiwan in
2022.

“[China] is increasingly turning to [its
military] as an instrument of statecraft as it
adopts more coercive and aggressive ac-
tions in the Indo-Pacific region,” the Army
Pacific’s Vision Book states. “Having pur-
portedly achieved its 2020 modernization
goal, the [Chinese army] now sets its sights
to 2027 with a goal to accelerate the inte-
grated development of mechanization, in-
formatization and intelligentization of [Chi-
na’s] armed forces. If realized, this 2027 ob-
jective could give the [Chinese army] capa-
bilities to be a more credible military tool
for [China] to wield as it pursues Taiwan
unification.”

Flynn acknowledged 2027 could be a key

year for President Xi Jinping, China’s lead-
er for more than a decade, to make influen-
tial decisions about Taiwan — partly due to
his advancing age.

“In my view, there are decisions he is
likely going to have to make [at about that
year],” Flynn said of the 70-year-old Xi.
“His tenure in his current role would likely
require him to be thinking about what his
legacy is going to be, [and] he has stated
publicly and unequivocally that he intends
to unify [with Taiwan].”

Flynn, who has been the commander of
Army Pacific for more than two years, is a
graduate of the U.S. Naval War College,
where he earned a master’s degree in na-
tional security and strategic studies. He is
the younger brother of Michael Flynn, who
was former President Donald Trump’s na-
tional security adviser for 22 days in 2017
before resigning amid reports that he mis-
led the White House about his contacts with
Russia’s ambassador to the United States.
After his resignation, Michael Flynn later
pleaded guilty to a felony count of making
false statements to the FBI.

Gen. Charles Flynn also said Wednesday
that he “wasn’t overly concerned” about the
impact meetings between Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un could have on the Indo-
Pacific region.

Kim traveled to eastern Russia this week
to meet with Putin. During talks Wednes-
day, the North Korean leader seemed to en-
dorse Moscow’s ongoing war in Ukraine.
He said he’s certain Russia will “emerge
victorious in the fight to punish the evil forc-
es that ambitiously pursues hegemony and
expansion,” according to Russia’s state-run
TASS news agency. The Russian news
agency also reported Kim wants to deepen
bilateral ties with Moscow and Putin re-
minded Kim that the Soviet Union came to
Pyongyang’s aid during its war against
U.S.-aligned South Korea in the 1950s.

ware.doug@stripes.com

China steps up naval, airpower demonstrations near Taiwan

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

China’s military sent scores of
ships and planes near Taiwan for a
fifth day Thursday, its largest
show of force since April, accord-
ing to Taiwan’s Ministry of Na-
tional Defense.

Between 6 a.m. Wednesday and
6 a.m. Thursday, Taiwan’s mili-
tary monitored 68 Chinese air-
craft and 10 ships in the waters
and airspace around the island,
the ministry said on X, formerly
known as Twitter.

Forty of the aircraft crossed the
Tawain Strait’s median line and
entered the island’s air defense
identification zone from the south-
west and southeast, the ministry
said.

Farther west, the Chinese air-
craft carrier Shandong, two fri-
gates, two destroyers and a sup-
port ship were in the Philippine
Sea on Wednesday, approximate-
ly 400 miles south of Miyako Is-

In this photo released by the Taiwan Ministry of National Defense,
Taiwanese navy ship Keelung monitors the Chinese aircraft carrier
Shandong near the Taiwanese waters in September.

land, Japan’s Joint Staff said in a
news release that day.

Japan’s military observed fight-
er jets and helicopters taking off
and landing on the carrier, the
Joint Staff said.

Thursday marked the largest
number of Chinese aircraft oper-
ating near Taiwan since April 11,
during a three-day series of drills
that encircled the island. Taipei
said it tracked 91 Chinese aircraft

and a dozen ships that day.

The April exercise, which in-
cluded live-fire drills and simulat-
ed strikes on Taiwanese targets,
was Beijing’s response to Taiwan
President Tsai Ing-wen’s meeting
with House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy in California the week
prior. Between Aug. 8 and April 11,
Taiwan’s Defense Ministry re-
ported at least 70 aircraft and nine
ships near the island each day.

China’s air and naval forces
have kept up pressure on Taiwan
since Sunday. The island’s forces
tracked 35 aircraft on Wednesday;
27 aircraft and 13 ships on Tues-
day; 22 aircraft and 20 ships on
Monday; and 26 aircraft and 13
ships on Sunday, according to a se-
ries of reports from Taiwan’s De-
fense Ministry.

The scale of Chinese military
activities has “constantly in-
creased this year” and is intended
as a political deterrent and a dem-
onstration of China’s “level of
readiness,” Norah Huang, direc-
tor for international relations at
the Prospect Foundation, a secur-
ity and foreign affairs think tank in
Taipei, told Stars and Stripes in an
email Thursday.

Beijing’s recent actions are like-
ly a response to a joint U.S.-Cana-
da transit of the Taiwan Strait on
Saturday, Huang said by email
Tuesday.

China considers the 110-mile-
wide Taiwan Strait its territorial
waters and views the functionally
democratic island as a breakaway
province that must be reunified
with the mainland.

Beijing is “unwaveringly deter-
mined to safeguard its sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity” and
considers Taiwan to be “an in-
alienable part” of its territory,
China Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Mao Ning said at a news
conference Wednesday. A
readout of her remarks was post-
ed online by the ministry.

“Relevant sides should immedi-
ately stop such provocative acts
and stop being a troublemaker
disrupting peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait,” she
said, referring to the U.S.-Canada
transit of the strait.

Stars and Stripes reporter Hana Kusumoto
contributed to this report.
wilson.alex@stripes.com

@AlexMNWilson
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Space Force component set for Ramstein

By JENNIFER H. Svan
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — Ramstein Air Base will be
the headquarters of a new Space
Force service component for Eu-
rope and Africa, according to the
Air Force.

A ceremony to stand up U.S.
Space Forces Europe-Africa is
planned for Dec. 8 at Ramstein,
Air Force spokeswoman Capt.
Jackie Lockett said in a statement
Wednesday.

Gen. Chance Saltzman, chief of
space operations, announced the
new unit Tuesday during a key-
note address at the Air Force As-

sociation’s Air,
Space and Cyber
Conference in
National Harbor,
Md., Air and
Space Forces
magazine re-
ported the same
day.

The component will provide a
subordinate space commander,
space planning and employment
expertise as well as space com-
mand and control specifically fo-
cused on the missions of U.S. Eu-
ropean and Africa commands,
LockKett said.

A cadre of Space Force mem-

bers currently assigned to U.S. Air
Forces Europe-Air Forces Africa
will realign under the new organi-
zation, Lockett said, adding that
there are no plans as of now to in-
crease their numbers in 2024 be-
yond the initial 30 guardians or so.

A need for interservice trans-
fers isn’t immediately expected,
either, she said. Not all personnel
under the new component will
work from Ramstein. The service
will send some assignments to
Stuttgart, Lockett said.

The Germany-based organiza-
tion will be the fourth Space Force
component for a regional comba-
tant command since the service

was established in December 2019
as the sixth branch of the armed
forces.

It joins Space Forces Indo-Pa-
cific, with headquarters in Hawaii
in support of U.S. Indo-Pacific
Command; Spaces Forces Korea
at Osan Air Base, in support of
U.S. Forces Korea; and Space
Forces Central in Tampa, Fla., to
support U.S. Central Command.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
authorized the activation of the
Europe-based space component
on June 29, Lockett said.

Locating the new Space Force
component at Ramstein puts it
close to NATO’s new space center,

which operates from the bloc’s Al-
lied Air Command on the base.

The space center was establish-
ed about two years ago to coordi-
nate space activities and share
communications and satellite im-
agery with member countries.

At the 2021 Brussels summiit,
NATO acknowledged that attacks
to, from or in space present a clear
challenge to the security of the al-
liance and could lead to the invo-
cation of Article S, which would
prompt collective defense mea-
sures by members.

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
@stripesktown

Bike giveaway set
for another spin at
Camp Humphreys

By CHRISTOPHER GREEN
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea— U.S. Army retiree Daniel
Melton has anew mission—restor-
ing hundreds of abandoned bicy-
cles at the home of Eighth Army,
2nd Infantry Division and U.S.
Forces Korea.

Melton and five other volunteers
spent nearly four hours Saturday
cleaning, repairing and replacing
parts on some of the bikes. By the
end of the day, four were ready to
roll.

“We want to give these bikes
back to the community to service
members who are coming in,” he
told Stars and Stripes that day. “So,
they’vegotabicycletheycanuse...
we give them that.”

Abandoned bikes and scooters
— rusted and cobweb-covered —
accumulate quickly at Hum-
phreys, thelargest U.S. military in-
stallation overseas. More than 200,
along with helmets and other gear,
are stored in an on-base ware-
house, many collected since the

last bike giveaway in 2020.

Two years ago, an Army staff
sergeant with the provost mar-
shal’s office started rounding up
forsaken two-wheelers littering
the base.

Today, the Humphreys Bike
Program, a garrison-sponsored
charity started by Melton, a USO
volunteer, helps connect would-be
cyclists with rehabilitated two-
wheelers.

Melton separates the discarded
bikes and scooters into three cate-
gories: those that are fine as-is;
some that need a few repairs; and
others that will provide spare parts
such as tires and chains.

Once he has the bikes ready,
Melton plans another giveaway in
December. In the past, the bikes
found new owners among staff ser-
geants and below, who are preclud-
ed from owning a motor vehicle
during their tours in South Korea.

The new owners are responsible
for ensuring the bikes are properly
registered on Camp Humphreys.

“You take the paperwork to the

[passand ID office] and getit regis-
tered and bring me a copy back to
keeponfile,” hesaid. “Wecantrack
it, and before your departure date
we’re goingtocontactyourunitand
tell you to de-register the bike.”
One of the volunteer bike me-

chanics, Sgt. 1st Class Jojo Alicaba,
expects plenty of people will be in-
terested in a free bike.

“I don’t know how it’s going to
impact the community, but I hope
that with a lot of soldiers walking
around at least they’ll have a bicy-

CHRISTOPHER GREEN/STARS AND STRIPES

Army veteran Daniel Melton works on an abandoned bicycle Tuesday at Camp Humphreys, South Korea.

cle,” Alicaba said. “This a good op-
portunity for I guess for the Garri-
son to give back to those soldiers in
need.”

green.christopher@stripes.com
@Chris)Green8

State Department greenlights $5B sale of 25 F-35As for South Korea

By Davip CHol
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea — The U.S. State Depart-
ment has approved a potential sale
of 25 F-35A Lightning IIs to South
Korea for an estimated $5.06 bil-
lion, the Defense Security Cooper-
ation Agency said Wednesday.

The department approved five
more F-35As than South Korea’s
Defense Acquisition Program Ad-
ministration initially planned for
in March. Seoul originally said it
would ask for 20 of the joint strike
fighters by 2028.

South Korea’s plan to add “over
20” additional F-35As to its fleet
would strengthen its capabilities
against North Korean threats, a
defense acquisition program offi-
cer told Stars and Stripes by phone
Thursday. He declined to provide
further details.

South Korean officials customa-
rily speak to the media on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The possible deal includes 26
Pratt and Whitney F135-PW-100
gasturbine engines capable of pro-
ducing over 40,000 pounds of
thrust, and other components, for

Lockheed Martin’s fifth-genera-
tion fighter.

“This proposed sale will support
the foreign policy goals and nation-
al security objectives of the United
States by improving the security of
amajor ally thatis a force for politi-
cal stability and economic pro-
gress in the Indo-Pacific region,”
the agency said in its release.

Seoul’s military already main-
tains roughly 40 F-35As pur-
chased from the U.S. in 2014 for $7
billion.

South Korea can “meet current
and future threats” with new

F-35As and will ensure that its mil-
itary and U.S. forces can operate
together more seamlessly, the
agency added.

The F-3S comes in three vari-
ants: the A can do conventional
takeoffs and landings; the B is ca-
pable of short takeoffs and vertical
landings; and the C is designed for
arrested landings aboard aircraft
carriers.

F-35As from the U.S. and South
Korean air forces trained together
for the first time in July 2022.

Six stealth jets from Eielson Air
Force Base, Alaska, flew to the

peninsula for 10 days of “familiar-
ization and routine training” with
their South Korean counterparts,
U.S. Forces Korea said at the time.

Since then, South Korean
F-35As have flown numerous air
drills with the U.S. Air Force. An
unspecified number of South Ko-
rean F-35Astook to the skieson Ju-
ly 28 for a “rapid and flexible re-
sponse” drill with U.S. F-16 Fight-
ing Falcons, according to a 7th Air
Force news release.

choi.david@stripes.com
@choibboy
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Former generals urge more aid for Ukraine

BY SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Two former
generals are calling on Republi-
can leaders in the House to put
politics aside and quickly approve
additional aid for Ukraine as the
country’s forces press their coun-
teroffensive against entrenched
Russian troops.

Retired Air Force Gen. Philip
Breedlove, a former NATO Su-
preme Allied Commander, and
retired Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges, the
former commanding general for
U.S. Army forces in Europe, made
the appeal in a letter this week to
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy,
R-Calif.,, who is attempting to
build legislative consensus with a
narrow Republican majority.

McCarthy is facing increasing
pressure from hard-right Repu-
blicans to cut off Ukraine assis-
tance and has indicated he will
not include the White House’s re-
cent request for $24 billion in ad-
ditional aid in a spending bill that
needs to pass by the end of the
month to avoid a government
shutdown.

“Now is not the time to allow
partisan politics to get in the way

Breedlove

Hodges

of supporting an ally that is fight-
ing for freedom, as well as their
own existence,” wrote Breedlove
and Hodges. “Ukrainians need
our help. They need both military
and non-lethal aid, and they need-
ed it yesterday.”

The retired generals said Uk-
raine is at a critical juncture in the
war and has the momentum to
take back occupied territory de-
spite a slower-than-expected
counteroffensive. They defended
the arming of Ukraine as vital to
American strategic interests.

“Our economic prosperity at
home is linked to Europe, and Eu-
ropean prosperity depends on sta-
bility and security on the Conti-
nent,” Breedlove and Hodges
wrote. “American prosperity also
depends on the respect of sover-
eign borders, the freedom of navi-
gation on the high seas and the

credibility of international agree-
ments. Russia has challenged
each one of these pillars of Amer-
ican power.”

Their arguments are shared by
most Republicans in the Demo-
crat-led Senate, where Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
is regularly making speeches on
the floor pushing back against Re-
publican skeptics. McConnell
said the Pentagon and other gov-
ernment agencies will brief Repu-
blican senators on oversight ef-
forts for Ukraine aid, a frequent
topic of conservative criticism.

Still, opposition to funneling
more weapons and money to the
war-torn country is growing from
Republicans who contend the U.S.
needs to focus on domestic prior-
ities over foreign wars.

In July, 70 House Republicans
voted for failed amendments to an
annual defense policy bill that
would strip all aid to Ukraine. The
Heritage Foundation, a conserva-
tive think tank, joined other con-
servative groups Tuesday in call-
ing on congressional leaders to re-
ject continued support for Uk-
raine.

“Greenlighting the administra-

tion’s recent request for an addi-
tional $24 billion to fund the war
does not serve the interests of the
American people,” the groups
wrote in a letter to Democrat and
Republican leaders in the House
and Senate.

Congress has signed off on $113
billion in military, economic, hu-
manitarian, and other aid for Uk-
raine since last year. The latest
request includes $13 billion in
military assistance, including
weapon shipments to the Ukrai-
nian military and the replenish-
ment of Pentagon weapon stocks.

Breedlove and Hodges said the
money has been well spent so far.

“Having spent a fraction of the
annual U.S. military budget in se-
curity assistance, Ukraine man-
aged to cut Putin’s combat capac-
ity in half,” they wrote. “That is a
significant and historic return on
investment when it comes to our
own national security and inter-
ests, and the investment in protec-
tions against the threats posed by
Putin and Russia against NATO
members.”

The U.S. is the largest contrib-
utor to the Ukraine war effort, but
it ranks 12th, behind the tiny

countries of the Baltics and oth-
ers, when accounting for the size
of its aid relative to the size of its
economy, according to the Coun-
cil on Foreign Relations think
tank.

The next package of U.S. aid to
Ukraine is caught up in a spend-
ing battle on Capitol Hill that is
pitting the House against the Sen-
ate as lawmakers race to nego-
tiate a stopgap spending bill be-
fore the end of the fiscal year on
Sept. 30. A government shutdown
would go into effect Oct. 1 if an
agreement is not reached.

Senate leaders are unlikely to
approve legislation that does not
include more assistance to Uk-
raine while McCarthy is reluctant
to support measures that are un-
popular with the hard-right
House Republicans who helped
propel him to his leadership post
earlier this year.

House Republicans on Wednes-
day were forced to delay consid-
eration of the Pentagon’s 2024
budget due to the widening dis-
cord among their ranks.

shkolnikova.svetlana@stripes.com
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President Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
the main hurdle, has since relent-
ed on his objections, putting Swe-
den on a path for accession this
fall.

With Finland and Norway al-
ready in the NATO fold, the im-
pending addition of Sweden offers
the alliance unprecedented op-
portunities in the Baltic region,
Sofge said.

Sweden’s membership would
make nearly the entire Baltic Sea
coast NATO territory.

On Wednesday, U.S. and Swed-
ish marines demonstrated their
ability to work together in a mock

merican,
Ines show

k together

scenario involving the removal of
forces under fire.

The Americans praised the pro-
fessionalism and focus of their
Swedish counterparts and were
inspired by their littoral capabili-
ties, including use of the Combat
Boat 90, an assault craft.

The exercise allowed the two
countries’ forces to strengthen
communication and equipment
compatibility and also provided
the Corps an opportunity to jointly
experiment as it works to inte-
grate across domains, Sofge said.

bath.alison@stripes.com
@alisonbath_

EmvmA GRAY/U.S. Marines

U.S. Marines and Swedish marines conduct a rapid extraction demonstration during Exercise Archipelago
Endeavor 23 in Sweden on Tuesday. Exercise Archipelago Endeavor is an integrated, Swedish armed
forces-led exercise that increases operational capability and enhances strategic cooperation.

8 US soldiers released from hospital after training accident

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany —
Two soldiers were slated to be
released from a Bavarian hospi-
tal Thursday after being treated
for injuries stemming from a
training accident that hurt eight
in all, the Army said this week.

The injuries occurred Tues-
day during a nighttime tactical
movement at the Army’s train-

ing area in Hohenfels, where two
M113 armored personnel carri-
erscollided at a slow speed, Joint
Multinational Readiness Center
spokesman Maj. John Ambelang
said in a statement Wednesday.
The crash coincided with Sab-
er Junction 23, a large drill in-
volving several thousand troops.
Eight soldiers from the 1st Bat-
talion, 4th Infantry Regiment
were taken to a hospital in Re-

gensburg after the crash. Six of
those soldiers were released

Wednesday, Ambelang said,
adding that an investigation is
underway.

Ahead of every exercise, the
training center at Hohenfels re-
hearses medical evacuations to
prepare for the possibility of in-
juries, he said.

There have been a series of
crashes involving military vehi-

cles in the area surrounding the
Bavarian ranges at Hohenfels
and Grafenwoehr in recent
months.

In August, 1st Lt. Hailey Hods-
den, a platoon leader with the
2nd Cavalry Regiment’s 4th
Squadron, was Kkilled when a
semitruck collided with her ar-
mored StryKker vehicle on a high-
way near the village of Tirschen-
reuth.

In late July, eight soldiers in
Vilseck were injured after their
transport vehicle overturned
while heading to a training range
in the Grafenwoehr area.

Also, seven soldiers were in-
jured in April after two armored
vehicles convoying to the Gra-
fenwoehr collided.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
@john_vandiver
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WAR IN UKRAINE

|G finds lax security of weapons by US troops

By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

Weapons and ammunition that
U.S.soldiersare moving across Eu-
rope and transferring to Ukraine at
alogistics site in Poland risk being
lost or stolen because security
measures aren’t being observed
consistently, a Pentagon investiga-
tion has found.

In one lapse, a batch of Bradley
Fighting Vehicles with machine
gunsinside was mistakenly left un-
guarded at the site, according to a
Defense Department Inspector
General report.

The watchdog agency’s previ-
ously classified findings were re-
leased publicly on Monday.

Since Russia’s invasion of Uk-
raine in February 2022, the U.S.
alone has given Kyivmore than $40
billion in security assistance.

Some donated military equip-
ment is initially sent from the U.S.
to air and sea ports in Europe. Oth-
ersupplies come directly from U.S.
military facilities on the Continent.

American service members
transport all of it to depots on NA-
TO’s eastern flank, where it’s
transferred to Ukrainian trucks
and trains.

The IG investigation focused
solely on military aid being handed
over at amajor Polish logistics hub
before it is moved by rail into Uk-
raine. The location’s name was re-
dacted in the report.

Overall, American military per-
sonnel have “effectively planned,

coordinated and executed” the
ground movement and transfer of
the aid, the report said.

Butitalsowarned that personnel
are not consistently adhering to se-
curity controls, which exist partly
to prevent arms, ammunition and
explosives from getting into the
hands of criminals and terrorist
groups.

The evaluation was conducted
between January and June. Inves-
tigators traveled to Poland in
March to observe two missions in
which aid was brought to a railway
yard and transferred onto Ukrai-
nian trains.

One of the transfers was said to
have involved 60 containers that
arrived by German rail, along with
six M109A6 howitzers and six
M992 artillery ammunition carri-
ers.

The other was a transfer of 14
M2A2 Bradleys, 12 howitzers and
seven M992 ammunition carriers
from commerecial line haul trucks,
according to the report.

In both cases, investigators
found that troops tasked with
guarding the equipment were “not
completely prepared” for their
mission.

“Specifically, we observed sev-
eral instances where the guard
force didnothave therequired doc-
umentation, communications
equipment, or force posture for the
sensitive cargo they escorted,” the
report said.

The noncommissioned officer in
charge of the truck convoy was un-

-

AvLLAN LagGui/U.S. Army

Dozens of Bradley Fighting Vehicles are loaded onto German rail cars in Mannheim, Germany, in March
2022. A Defense Department Inspector General report says that, earlier this year, Bradleys with machine
guns inside were mistakenly left unguarded at a logistics site in Poland before they went to Ukraine.

aware that machine guns were be-
ingtransportedinthe Bradleys, the
report said.

The officer told investigators
that the team had not verified the
cargo before departing from an in-
stallation in Mannheim, Germany,
and therefore could not account for
the weapons by serial number,
which is required by protocol.

Military guards who arrived
with some of the Bradleys at the
railyard remained with the equip-
ment overnight but returned to
their home station the following
morning, “leaving no armed
guards to maintain surveillance

and checks on these vehicles con-
taining weapons,” which is also
against protocol, the investigators
found.

Two Polish police officers in a
van were seen patrolling the site as
part of the railyard’s normal secur-
ity, and nothing was reported mis-
sing, according to the report.

Butin June, several boxes of am-
munition were stolen from a train
without the guard force’s knowl-
edge. Although that incident was
outside the scope of the inspector
general’s investigation, it never-
thelessillustrates the vulnerability
of sensitive weapons and ammuni-

tion to theft, the report said.

The ammunition was later reco-
vered, according to Polish police.

Meanwhile on Tuesday, the
DOD Inspector General an-
nounced the arrival of a senior offi-
cial at the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv
and said more staffers will soon be
sent to monitor U.S. security assis-
tance to Ukraine.

It marks the first time the watch-
dog agency will have personnel
based in the county since Russia’s
full-scale invasion.

wellman.phillip@stripes.com
@pwwellman

No sign of N. Korean leader on his Russian travels

By Kim ToNG-HYUNG
AND DASHA LITVINOVA
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — North
Koreanleader Kim Jong Un was ex-
pected to tour a Russian plant that
builds fighter jets and visit the coun-
try’s Pacific Fleet,buthisexact whe-
reabouts remained uncertain
Thursday following a summit at
which he expressed unconditional
support for Moscow.

Washington has warned that the
summit on Wednesday between
Kim and Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin could lead to a deal for
North Korea to supply ammunition
for Moscow’s war in UKkraine.
There’s widespread concern in Se-
oul thatNorth Koreawouldinreturn
receive advanced weapons technol-
ogies from Russia, including those
related to military spy satellites,
which would increase the threat
posed by Kim’s military nuclear
program.

“We express our deep concern
and regret that despite repeated
warnings from the international
community, North Korea and Rus-
sia discussed military cooperation
issues, including satellite develop-

KoReAN CENTRAL NEws AGeNncy, KorRea NEws SERVICE/AP

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un responds as Russian President
Vladimir Putin sends him off from the Vostochny cosmodrome outside
Tsiolkovsky, Russia, on Wednesday. Independent journalists were
not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed

by the North Korean government.

ment, during their summit,” said
Lim Soo-suk, South Korea’s Foreign
Ministry spokesperson.

“Any science and technology
cooperation that contributes to nu-
clear weapons and missile develop-
ment, including satellite systems
that involve ballistic missile tech-
nologies, runs against U.N. Security

Council resolutions,” he said in a
briefing.

Lim also pointed out that Kim’s
delegation in Russiaincludes sever-
al people sanctioned by the Security
Council over involvement in illicit
North Korean weapons develop-
ment activities, including Korean
People’s Army Marshal Ri Pyong

CholandJo Chun Yong,aruling par-
ty official who handles munitions
policies. Lim said Moscow should
realize there will be “very negative
impacts” on its relations with Seoul
if it proceeds with military coopera-
tion with North Korea.

South Korean Unification Minis-
ter Kim Yung-ho, who handles af-
fairs with North Korea, warned that
potential arms transfers between
the North and Russia would invite
stronger responses from South Ko-
rea, the U.S. and Japan.

White House National Security
Council spokesperson John Kirby
said Wednesday that North Korea
would face consequences if it sup-
plies arms to Russia.

“No nation on the planet, nobody,
should be helping Mr. Putin kill in-
nocent Ukrainians,” Kirby said. If
the countries move forward with an
arms deal, the U.S. will take mea-
sure of the arrangement and “deal
with it appropriately,” he said.

The world has been largely rely-
ing on Russian and North Korean
media for information about Kim’s
diplomacy in Russia, which under-
scores an aligning interest between
the nuclear-armed countries locked

inescalating tensions with the West.

A day after giving intense cover-
age to the summit, Russian media
outlets were silent on Kim as of
Thursday afternoon. North Korean
state media have been reporting on
his activitiesin Russia a day late and
crafting their reports to support the
government’s propaganda needs.

North Korea’s official Korean
Central News Agency said on
Thursday that Kim had invited Pu-
tin to visit North Korea at a “‘conve-
nient time” and that Putin accepted
with “pleasure and reaffirmed his
will toinvariably carry forward” the
history of friendship between the
nations. Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov confirmed that Putinhad
accepted the invitation and said
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
LavrovisexpectedtovisitNorth Ko-
reain October.

During their meeting on Wednes-
day at Russia’s spaceport in the Far
East, Kim vowed “full and uncondi-
tional support” for Putin in what he
described as a “just fight against he-
gemonic forces to defend its sover-
eign rights, security and interests,”
in an apparent reference to the war
in Ukraine.
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Federal judge declares revised DACA illegal

By Juan A. LozaNo
Associated Press

HOUSTON — While a federal
judge on Wednesday declared ille-
gal a revised version of a federal
policy that prevents the deporta-
tion of hundreds of thousands of im-
migrants broughttothe U.S. aschil-
dren, he declined toorder animme-
diate end to the program and the
protections it offers to recipients.

U.S. District Judge Andrew Ha-
nen agreed with Texas and eight
other states suing to stop the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als,or DACA, program. Thejudge’s
ruling was ultimately expected to
be appealed to the U.S. Supreme
Court, sending the program’s fate
before the high court for a third
time.

“While sympathetic to the pre-
dicament of DACA recipients and
their families, this Court has ex-
pressed its concerns about the le-
gality of the program for some
time,” Hanen wrote in his 40-page

ruling. “The solution for these defi-
ciencies lies with the legislature,
not the executive or judicial
branches. Congress, for any num-
ber of reasons, has decided not to
pass DACA-like legislation. ... The
Executive Branch cannotusurpthe
power bestowed on Congressbythe
Constitution—even tofill a void.”

Hanen’s order extended the cur-
rent injunction that had been in
place against DACA, which barred
the government from approving
any new applications, but left the
program intact for existing reci-
pients during the ongoing legal re-
view.

Hanen also declined arequest by
the states to order the program’s
end within two years. Hanen said
hisorder doesnotrequire the feder-
al government to take any actions
against DACA recipients, who are
known as “Dreamers.”

Thomas Saenz, president and
general counsel of the Mexican
American Legal Defense and Edu-

cational Fund, or MALDEF, which
isrepresenting DACA recipientsin
thelawsuit, said it will ultimately be
up to higher courts, including the
Supreme Court, to rule on DACA’s
legality and whether Texas proved
ithad been harmed by the program.

“Judge Hanen has consistently
erred in resolving both of these is-
sues, and today’s ruling is more of
the same flawed analysis. We look
forward to continuing to defend the
lawful and much-needed DACA
program on review in higher
courts,” Saenz said.

The Biden administration criti-
cized the judge’s ruling.

“We are deeply disappointed in
today’s DACA ruling from the Dis-
trict Court in Southern Texas,”
press secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre said in a statement Wednes-
daynight. “... Aswehavelong main-
tained, we disagree with the Dis-
trict Court’s conclusion that DACA
is unlawful, and will continue to de-
fend this critical policy from legal

challenges. While we do so, consis-
tent with the court’s order, DHS
will continue to process renewals
for current DACA recipients and
DHS (the Department of Home-
land Security) may continue to ac-
cept DACA applications.”

The Texas Attorney General’s
Office, which represented the
states in the lawsuit, and the U.S.
Department of Justice, which rep-
resented the federal government,
didn’t immediately return emails
or calls seeking comment.

The states have argued the Oba-
ma administration didn’t have the
authority to first create the pro-
gram in 2012 because it circum-
vented Congress.

In 2021, Hanen had declared the
program illegal, ruling it had not
been subject to public notice and
comment periods required under
the federal Administrative Proce-
dures Act.

The Biden administration tried
to satisfy Hanen’s concerns with a

new version of DACA that took ef-
fect in October 2022 and was sub-
jectto public comments as part of a
formal rule-making process.

But Hanen, who was appointed
by then-President George W. Bush
in 2002, ruled the updated version
of DACA was still illegal as the Bi-
den administration’s new version
was essentially the same as the old
version, started under the Obama
administration. Hanen had previ-
ously said DACA was unconstitu-
tional.

The states have claimed they in-
cur hundreds of millions of dollars
in health care, education and other
costs whenimmigrants are allowed
to remain in the country illegally.
The states that sued are Texas, Ala-
bama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Ne-
braska, South Carolina, West Virgi-
nia, Kansas and Mississippi.

There were 578,680 people en-
rolledin DACA atthe end of March,
according to U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services.

Romney, 2012

By MicHELLE L. PrICcE
Associated Press

Utah Republican Sen. Mitt Rom-
ney said Wednesday that he will not
run for reelection, ending a storied
two-decade political career that in-
cluded the 2012 Republican GOP
nomination for president and aterm
as Massachusetts governor.

Romney, 76, said the country’s
many challenges call for a younger
generation of leaders. He said the
U.S. would be better served if the
two front-runners for their parties’
2024 presidential nominations —
Democratic President Joe Biden
and Republican former President
Donald Trump — stepped aside. Bi-
denis 80 and Trumpis 77.

“The times we’re living in rede-
mand the next generation step up
and express their point of view and
tomake the decisions that will shape
American politics over the coming
century,” Romney said in a news
conference at the Capitol. He said
baby boomers like him are “not the
right ones to be making the deci-
sions for tomorrow.”

He said after he leaves the Senate

GOP presidential nominee, won’t seek Senate reelection

J. ScotT APPLEWHITE/AP

Utah Republican Sen. Mitt Romney says he will not run for reelection
in 2024, as he speaks to reporters in his Capitol Hill office on
Wednesday. Romney, 76, said the country’s many challenges call for

a younger generation of leaders.

he plans to focus on getting more
young people voting and involved in
the political process.

As the GOP’s 2012 nominee for
the White House, Romney cam-

paigned across America as a but-
toned-up former Massachusetts
governor and private equity execu-
tive. But with Trump’s populist rise
as the party’s dominant figure,

Romney’s brand of Republicanism
shifted from establishment to out-
lier. He was the only GOP member
of Congresstovotetoconvict Trump
at both of his impeachment trials.

Romney said at the news confe-
rence that he belongs to the “wise
wing of the Republican Party” and
doesn’t think it will fade away.

“My wing of the party talks about
policy and about issues that will
make a difference in the lives of the
American people. The Trump wing
of the party talks about resentments
of various kinds and getting even
andsettling scoresand revisitingthe
2020 election.”

He s the sixth incumbent senator
to announce plans to retire after the
end of the term in 2025.

Republican Senate leader Mitch
McConnell praised Romney in a
statement, noting the breadth of ex-
perience he brought to the chamber
and saying his deep faith and integ-
rity had inspired his colleagues.

“The U.S. Senate is known to at-
tract bright and proven public ser-
vants. However, we rarely get to
welcome new Senators already as

accomplished and well-regarded as
Mitt Romney,” McConnell said.

More than a majority of Utah’s
population are members of The
ChurchofJesus Christof Latter-day
Saints. The faith arrived in the west-
ern state with pioneers fleeing reli-
gious persecution and spread glob-
ally with the religion’s missionaries,
alegacy that’s left the church’s con-
servative members embracing im-
migrants and refugees.

Romney, a Brigham Young Uni-
versity graduate and one of the
faith’s most visible members, has
been a popular figure in the state for
two decades. He burnished his rep-
utation there by turning around the
bribery scandal-plagued 2002 Win-
ter Olympics in Utah, making it a
global showcase for Salt Lake City.

Romney served as governor of
Massachusetts from 2003 to 2007.
During his tenure, he signed a
health care law that had some of the
same core features as the 2010 fed-
eral health care law signed by Presi-
dent Barack Obama, who would go
on to defeat Romney in the 2012
White House election.

Biden’s rules on clean cars face a test as challenges go to appeals court

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Efforts by the
Biden administration to limit pollu-
tion from automobile tailpipes — a
major source of planet-warming
emissions—face a crucial test asle-
gal challenges brought by Republi-
can-led states head to a federal ap-
peals court.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit will
hear arguments Thursday and Fri-
day on three cases challenging Bi-

den administration rules targeting
cars and trucks. Transportation is
thelargest source of greenhouse gas
emissions that contribute to global
warming, and the legal cases could
go all the way to the Supreme Court.

Republican attorneys general say
the legal challenges are needed to
curtail government overreach,
while environmental groups and the
Democratic administration say an
adverseruling couldjeopardize pro-
tections against deadly pollution

that contributes to climate change.
The cases before the appeals
court will test a 2021 Environmental
Protection Agency rule that
strengthened tailpipe pollution lim-
its and a 2022 EPA decision that re-
stored California’s authority to set
its own tailpipe pollution standards
for cars and SUVs. At least 15 states
and the District of Columbia have
signed on to California’s vehicle
standards, which are stricter than
federal rules and are designed toad-

dress the state’s severe air pollution
problems. Seven of the 10 U.S. cities
with the worst ozone pollution are in
California.

A third case challenges mileage
standards set by the National High-
way Transportation Safety Admin-
istration.

Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxtonisleading a coalition of GOP-
leaning states and oil industry
groups that are challenging the tail-
piperule.

“At a time when American gas
pricesare skyrocketing atthe pump,
and the Russia-Ukraine conflict
shows again the absolute need for
energy independence, (President
Joe) Biden chooses to go to war
against fossil fuels,” said Paxton,
who faces an impeachment trial in
the Texas Senate on unrelated
charges of corruption and bribery.

He said the rules will disadvan-
tage Texas and other oil and gas pro-
ducing states.
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one roof was damaged, and the

Soaked New gland warily eyes hurricane

AND PATRICK WHITTLE
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine — Days of
wild weather that produced tor-
rential rain, flooding, sinkholes
and a likely tornado in New En-
gland could be a prelude to some-
thing more dangerous lurking off-
shore — Hurricane Lee.

As the Category 1 system swir-
led southwest of Bermuda, Maine
Gov. Janet Mills declared a state
of emergency on Thursday, and
the state was under its first hurri-
cane watch in 15 years. The water-
logged region prepared for 20-foot
waves and wind gusts up to 70
mph, along with more rain.

A dangerous storm surge was
projected for Friday evening for
Massachusetts’ Cape Cod Bay and
Nantucket Island, while the brunt
of the storm was to arrive early
Saturday.

Although Lee did not contribute
to the recent flooding, it threat-
ened to exacerbate conditions in a
region that is already much too
wet.

The Coast Guard and emergen-
cy management agencies warned
New England residents to be pre-
pared, and utility companies
brought in reinforcements to deal
with power outages.

At Boothbay Harbor Marina in
Maine, the community came to-
gether to remove boats from the
water to keep them out of harm’s
way.

“It’s a batten-down-the-hatches

RoBEeRT F. BUKATY/AP

Public works officials examine the damage to a road and front yard that was washed away by recent
flooding, on Wednesday, in Leominster, Mass. Mayor Dean Mazzarella said early estimates on city
infrastructure restoration projects could be anywhere from $25 million to $40 million.

kind of day,” owner Kim Gillies
said Thursday.

Similar scenes played out at
Kennebunkport Marina, where
crews planned to take 100 boats
out of the water, said Cathy Nor-
ton, marina manager.

Commercial lobster fisherman
Steve Train said fishermen have
been sinking gear in deeper water
to protect against storm damage.
Fishing boats were also headed to
the safety of harbors.

In her emergency declaration
on Thursday, the governor urged
residents to take the storm seri-
ously and to make preparations.
Mills, a Democrat, also asked
President Joe Biden toissue a pre-
emptive presidential disaster dec-
laration to give the state access to
federal resources.

Earlier in the week, the region
saw 10 inches of rain over six
hours. Tornado warnings were
posted Wednesday for communi-

ties in Massachusetts and Rhode
Island, and more heavy rain
opened up sinkholes and brought
devastating flooding to several ar-
eas.

The National Weather Service
in Boston said radar data and vid-
eos indicated that a likely tornado
damaged trees and power lines in
Rhode Island and Connecticut on
Wednesday.

In Lincoln, R 1., photos taken af-
ter the storm showed that at least

press box at the high school stadi-
um tipped into the bleachers.

At midday Thursday, Lee was
spinning 245 miles southwest of
Bermuda, with maximum sus-
tained winds of 90 mph, according
to the National Hurricane Center.
It was traveling north on a path
that could lead to landfall in Nova
Scotia, Canada, possibly as a trop-
ical storm, forecasters said.

The system threatened to bring
a mixed bag of threats. Ocean
waves as tall as 20 feet could lash
the coast, damaging structures
and causing erosion; powerful
wind gusts could knock down
trees weakened by a wet summer;
and rain could cause flash flood-
ing in a region where the soil is al-
ready saturated, said Louise Fode,
a National Weather Service mete-
orologist in Maine.

The state’s eastern coast —
known as the Down East region —
and the coast of Nova Scotia was
expected to bear the brunt of the
storm, though the track could shift
before the system arrives, Fode
said.

One thing working in the re-
gion’s favor: The storm surge will
not be accompanied by an astron-
omical high tide, helping to lower
the risk, she said.

New England has experienced
its share of flooding this summer,
including a storm that dumped up
to two months of rain in two days
in Vermont in July, resulting in
two deaths.

NASA UFO report urges
conversation shift ‘from
sensationalism to science’

Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.—NA-
SA said Thursday that the study of
UFOs will require new scientific
techniques, including advanced sat-
ellites as well as a shift in how uni-
dentified flying objects are per-
ceived.

The space agency released the
findings after a yearlong study into
UFOs.

Inits 33-page report, an indepen-
dent team commissioned by NASA
cautioned that the negative percep-
tion surrounding UFOs poses an ob-
stacletocollecting data. But officials
said NASA’s involvement should
help reduce the stigma around what
it calls UAPs, or unidentified anom-
alous phenomena.

NASA Administrator Bill Nelson
said the agency wants to shift the
conversation about UAPs “from
sensationalism to science.” Nelson
added the panel found no evidence
that UAPs had extraterrestrial ori-
gin.

The 16-member panel noted that
artificial intelligence and machine

learning are essential for identify-
ing rare occurrences, including
UFOs.

“NASA will do this transparent-
ly,” Nelson said.

At the one and only public
meeting earlier this year, the inde-
pendent team selected by the space
agency insisted there is no conclu-
sive evidence of extraterrestrial life
associated with UFOs.

No top-secret files were accessed
by the scientists, aviation and artifi-
cialintelligence experts, and retired
NASA astronaut Scott Kelly, the
first American to spend nearly a
year in space. Instead, the 16-mem-
ber group relied on unclassified da-
tainanattempttobetter understand
unexplained sightings in the sKky.

NASA said there are so few high-
quality observations thatnoscientif-
ic conclusions can be drawn.

The government refers to unex-
plained sightings as UAPs versus
UFO0s.NASA definesthemas obser-
vations in the sky or elsewhere that
cannot be readily identified or sci-
entifically explained.

Judge blocks NM governor’s suspension
of citizens’ right to carry guns in public

Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE,N.M.—A fed-
eral judge has blocked part of a pub-
lic health order that suspended the
right to carry guns in public across
New Mexico’s largest metro area,
with criticism mounting and politi-
cal divides widening over the Dem-
ocratic governor’s action.

The ruling Wednesday by U.S.
District Judge David Urias marks a
setback for Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham. The second-term gover-
nor imposed an emergency public
health order last Friday that sus-
pended the right to openly carry or
conceal guns in public places based
on a statistical threshold for violent
crimethat applied only to Albuquer-
que and the surrounding area. She
cited recent shootings around the
state that left children dead.

Urias, who was appointed to the
federal bench by President Joe Bi-
den, agreed Wednesday with plain-
tiffs who have accused Lujan Grish-
am of trampling on constitutional
rights. Urias granted a temporary
restraining order to block the gover-
nor’s suspension of gun rights until
another hearing is held in early Oc-

tober.

Urias said his
dutyistodecide a
much more nar-
row question re-
garding the rights
afforded under
the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

The governor in a statement is-
sued Wednesday said she would not
be resigned to the status quo.

“I'see the pain of families who lost
their loved ones to gun violence ev-
ery single day, and I will never stop
fighting to prevent other families
from enduring these tragedies,” she

Lujan Grisham

said, although she acknowledged
previously that criminals likely
would ignore her order.

Connecticut-based attorney Ca-
meron Atkinson, who represents
We The Patriots USA and Bernalillo
County resident Dennis Smith,
characterized the governor’s action
as an emotional reaction to heart-
breaking tragedies.

“We get that people’s hearts are
broken,” he said outside the court-
house, “but the answer to tragedy is
not to take away from the people
whoneed it the most—the means to
protect themselves and their fam-
ilies.”
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WEEKEND: GADGETS & TECHNOLOGY

Who's that singing in my backyard?

Apps that ID birds by sound, like Merlin, have taken off, mcreasmg users’ connection to the outdoors and each other

By TRACEE M. HERBAUGH
Associated Press

was sitting in solitude earlier this

summer in an Adirondack chair in

my backyard, when I realized I

wasn’t as alone as I'd thought.

Thanks to the app I’d just downloaded
on my phone — the popular and free Mer-
lin Bird ID — I learned just from listening
that I was surrounded by more than a
dozen species of birds. Where before I had
simply heard birdsong, I now realized how
rich the variety was in that single moment.

I ran Merlin’s “Sound ID” feature for
half an hour. At first, the usual suspects
for my neighborhood outside of Boston
popped up: robins and blue jays, ubiqui-
tous throughout the Eastern U.S. and eas-
ily recognizable. Then other birds, like the
northern cardinal and the goldfinch.

As the minutes passed, more birds
joined the list. Chimney swift, northern
flicker, fish crow, killdeer, Baltimore
oriole and gray catbird among them. One
bird had a red dot next to its name; it was
a veery, a warm-colored thrush, and the
dot meant it was a rare sighting. Then a
great horned owl appeared on my screen,
again with a red dot. Who knew all these
birds could be in one yard?

As the annual fall migration begins
across the Northern Hemisphere, apps
like Merlin, which is put out by the Cor-
nell Lab of Ornithology, have caught on
among birders and non-birders alike by
revealing just how crowded with species
our surroundings are.

It has turned a neophyte like me into an
obsessive about birds and the world
they’ve opened in my life.

Birding by ear

Birding’s popularity soared during the
pandemic, when people were eager to get
outside and the outdoors became, briefly,

-

From left: A Northern Cardinal in Olmsted Falls, Ohio; an American Goldfinch in Denton,
Neb.; and a female American robin feeding a worm to her nestlings in Cheverly, Md.

a quieter place in which to hear birdsong
and other sounds of nature.

First released in 2014, Merlin rode that
wave of interest. The number of users
grew 67% by the first spring of the pan-
demic compared to those of a year earlier,
Cornell said. But then Sound ID was re-
leased in June 2021, and the number of
users skyrocketed.

More than 7 million people now use the
app worldwide, and “we’ve more than
doubled the number of users in the last
year,” said Alli Smith, a project coor-
dinator for Merlin.

Other bird-identifying apps include the
Audubon Bird Guide, ChirpOMatic, Pic-
ture Bird and Smart Bird.

“Birding by sound opens up a whole
new world. Even if you can’t see the skul-
ky hermit thrush hiding in the brush or
the Baltimore oriole high in the trees, you
can hear their beautiful songs and know
they’re there sharing your neighborhood,”
Smith said.

There are more than 700 species that
Merlin’s Sound ID can identify in the U.S.
alone.

And in the weeks I've used it, I’ve no-
ticed more than just birds.

Connecting with people, too
When I posted a screenshot of my bird
list on social media, friends who also used
the app messaged me about it. Through
Merlin and backyard birdwatching, I've
reconnected with two childhood friends
halfway across the country. (Merlin
doesn’t have a social media-type feature
within the app.)
We joke that Merlin is the equivalent of
the Pokémon Go app, but for older folks.
My sister-in-law in Montana has an
entirely different crop of birds than I see
in the Northeast. She seems to have more
hawks and raptors, but she will also share
a picture of a colorful hummingbird.
Connection is a frequent theme when
people give Merlin feedback, Smith said.
“Birding is a surprisingly social hobby,
and people are so excited about what they
are seeing,” she said. “There are so many
little wonders around and it’s fun to share
that with people.”

Learning about the outdoors

Before Merlin, I'd always assumed the
distinct “coo” I heard was from a mourn-
ing dove. It’s an owl. Common rookie mis-
take.

Watching and listening to birds has
made me more aware of the times of day,
and times of year, when certain birds
become more active. Healthy environ-
ments too, of course, attract more birds.

“You can see the seasons,” said John
Smallwood, a biology professor with an
expertise in ornithology at Montclair State
University in New Jersey.

“You’re looking at birds but you can’t
help but see everything else too,” he said.
“You see the entire ecosystem.”

Some bird-watchers upload their sight-
ings into eBird, a scientific database that
tracks avian populations, which have de-
clined sharply overall in past decades.

“We know that people protect what they
care about, and you really only care about
what you know,” Smith said. “So Merlin is
our way of making learning about birds
available and accessible to everybody.”

Having the kids join in

If it takes technology to peel kids away
from the screen and interested in the
outdoors, so be it.

My two kids — in particular my tween
son — love to make fun of my nerdy in-
terests, but they’ve learned some things
about birds from Merlin. Maybe they
didn’t mean to, but I see it.

Anytime they hear an unfamiliar bird
call, they scramble for my phone to find
out what it is.

We learned from watching the National
Geographic series “Extraordinary Birder
with Christian Cooper,” which also airs on
Disney+, that there is no such thing as a
singular pigeon or seagull. When we are in
the city or at the beach, my kids are reach-
ing for the phone to see what kind of pi-
geons or seagulls are nearby.

As of now, my Life List on Merlin is 45
birds. My kids are the drivers for getting
more on the list.

Sennheiser releases streaming mic, protection earplugs

By GREGG ELLMAN
Tribune News Service

Sennheiser is one-stop shopping for podcast-
ers, streamers, gamers or anyone who needs a
first-class system with a top-of-the-line micro-
phone, especially now that its new Profile USB
Microphone Streaming Set is here. Even before
you plug it in, you know it will be high quality,
just by its look and feel.

None of this should be a surprise: Sennheiser
has been a leader in audio equipment for some
time. Getting the streaming set up and running
is simple using the included USB-C cable.

My testing consisted of several FaceTime
calls and a Zoom meeting. Each use provoked
several people on the other end to question the
look of my microphone and why my audio was
better than everyone else’s.

The set consists of a German-engineered
cardioid condenser microphone capsule in a
metal housing attached to a boom arm, which
attaches easily to almost any desk. The arm has
a modern look and is flexible, enabling you to
position the microphone in an optimal position
for audio capture.

The microphone tilts in any direction, and
once you have it where you want it, a self-lock-
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Above: The Sennheiser SoundProtex Plus has
two more filters than the baseline model.

ing joint keeps it in place. The microphone can
also be removed from the boom arm and at-
tached to a table stand.

Three knobs allow you to adjust the level of
the microphone (gain control), balance the
microphone’s audio with your device’s audio
(mix control) and adjust your headphones’ vol-
ume.

A mute button is above the three knobs. And a
3.5 mm standard headphone port allows you to
connect your headphones for monitoring.

Sennheiser lists the microphone as compat-
ible with Mac-0S, iPadOS, Windows and An-
droid operating systems.

The Profile Streaming Set ($199) includes the
microphone and the boom arm with integrated
cable management, a USB-C cable and a pouch
for the microphone. It’s also sold as a smaller

set ($129) with the microphone, table stand and
a USB-C cable.

Sennheiser is also aware of the danger to your
ears from attending concerts, mowing the lawn
or other loud environments and has launched
the SoundProtex ($39.95) and SoundProtex Plus
($79.95) hearing protection earplugs.

At a glance, the earplugs look like regular
earbuds you would wear to listen to music, but
these aren’t built with audio output.

According to Sennheiser, each SoundProtex
earplug has a two-stage filter system. Their
design enables them to keep enough higher
frequencies to preserve ambient awareness —
so if you are using them in a loud environment,
you can still have a normal conversation. The
Sennheiser SoundProtex Plus has two addition-
al filters.

As photojournalists, my wife and I often work
in environments where the music is not just
loud, but downright deafening. We both used
the SoundProtex Plus earplugs at recent assign-
ments, and consider them game-changers.

Online: en-us.sennheiser.com

Sennheiser’s new Profile USB Microphone has
not only gain control but also mix control.
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In order to defeat certain opponents in Armored Core VI: Fires of Rubicon, players may need change the design of their mechs and experiment with different parts and weapons.

The closest you'll get to piloting a mech

Fires of Rubicon’s level design, customization options, multiple endings make for a brilliant chapter in Armored Core series

By GiEson CAcHO
Bay Area News Group
very FromSoftware game seems manageable at
first. Players figure out the gameplay and over-
come a few tough encounters, but then they run
into a boss that’s a brick wall. No matter how
hard they try, the dangerous foe beats them down and
turns their joy into frustration. It becomes a seemingly
insurmountable obstacle.

In Elden Ring, that boss is Margit the Fell Omen. Going
up against him left plenty of players frustrated. In Sekiro:
Shadows Die Twice, that boss was Lady Butterfly, who
seemingly got harder the more one fought her. In Ar-
mored Core VI: Fires of Rubicon, that boss, for me, was
Balteus, an autonomous mech that has a shield, shoots out
dozens of missiles and spews out fire when it’s damaged.

I suffered through two agonizing nights trying to beat
the mech. It haunted my dreams, but when I finally beat
it, that’s when I realized that I learned how to play the
game. I mean really play it, not just mash buttons and
hope for the best. I learned how to dodge attacks, track
enemies’ darting movements, memorize their attack pat-
terns and adapt my fighting style to each opponent. I even
had to learn how to hold the controller a new way.

FromSoftware titles have these challenging walls so
that players not only appreciate the depth of gameplay
but also gain confidence. They realize that once they scale
a wall, the next one won’t be as hard.

The story so far

Still, the first challenge is always the most brutal, and
that will determine how much players enjoy Armored
Core VI. The five-chapter campaign follows the exploits
of an augmented human called 621, who sneaks onto the
planet of Rubicon 3. The planet is home to a potent ener-
gy source and data conduit called Coral that was thought
to have been destroyed when the planet was set aflame,

contaminating the star system.

But the tantalizing substance has been detected again,
and as a mercenary under the command of Handler Wal-
ter, players have to infiltrate the planet and make a name
as an ace armored core pilot. Doing well attracts the at-
tention of the corporations that are searching for the
energy source.

Fans of anime such as Gundam or of films such as
“Pacific Rim” will love the setting and premise. Armored
Core VI is the closest the medium has come to giving
players the feeling of piloting a mech since Zone of En-
ders or Lost Planet. The mechs, which are called armored
cores, are outfitted with up to four weapons and have
quick short-range burst movements that act as dodges;
longer-range flights can chew up real estate on the expan-
sive maps.

Lastly, players have three repair kits that can help heal
damage. They can upgrade their Kits to heal more dam-
age, but the machines don’t get more than that. Thankful-
ly in each mission, players will run across checkpoints
that refill ammo and health. In other areas, usually before
bosses, they’ll also have an opportunity to resupply.

Well-crafted level design

These are the basic elements, but what’s fantastic about
Armored Core VI is that FromSoftware creates a diverse
set of scenarios and gives players plenty of tools to tackle
them. Players will encounter moments when they’ll have
to take down enormous land carriers the size of buildings.
In other areas, the mechs land on battleships and players
can take them out with several well-placed shots.

Elsewhere, FromSoftware creates stealth missions that
aren’t as well-designed but do enough to change the pace
away from all-out action. Whatever the case, players will
be amazed at how the team put together playable levels
that would have been cutscenes or quick-time events in
any other game a decade ago. Every stage feels like a

playable episode of a giant robot cartoon.

Customization is key

At the other end of the formula are the customization
options. Players will find plenty of them, and they’re
encouraged to experiment with different parts. If players
don’t like a gun or a leg piece, they can sell it back for full
credit. By going through the Arena, which consist of sim-
ulated virtual reality-like battles against the game’s heavy
hitters, players will earn OST Chips that let them tweak
perks on their mechs such as creating a force field or
upgrading a weapon damage type.

In Armored Core VI, players won’t want to stick to one
design. Some boss fights call for long-range fighting.
Others require players to be bulkier to absorb damage
while fighting in the midrange. Still others require
players to be lighter so that they can dodge attacks and
not strain their energy output, which acts almost like a
stamina bar.

If players are having trouble with a boss, it’s best to
reconfigure the mech and try something new. With so
many parts and weapons to mix and match, players will
find multiple builds to overcome a troublesome mission.

What’s more is that Armored Core VI has multiple
endings, depending on which missions players take on.
Certain inflection points in the campaign force players to
make a choice and that alters how the finale unfolds,
though the storytelling doesn’t always fit together cohe-
sively.

Despite that, Armored Core VI is a brilliant chapter in
the series. It’s an entry that has the challenge of other
FromSoftware titles, but it also stays true to the other
games in the series. It’s the closest fans will get to piloting
a giant robot in their lifetimes.

Platforms: PlayStation S, PlayStation 4, Xbox Series X
and Series S, Xbox One, PC

Online: playarmoredcore.com
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This combination of album covers shows, top row, from left: “The Above,” Code Orange; “Scarlet,” Doja Cat; “Breath of Fresh Air,” Gucci Mane; “Insano,” Kid Cudi; and “The Land
Is Inhospitable and So Are We,” Mitski. Second row, from left: “The Devil | Know,” Ashley McBryde; “Not That Fancy,” Reba McEntire; “Victor,” Vic Mensa; “Tension,” Kylie
Minogue; and “Bluegrass,” Willie Nelson. Third row, from left: “The Rise and Fall of a Midwest Princess,” Chappell Roan; “GUTS,” Olivia Rodrigo; “Autumn Variations,” Ed
Sheeran; “Falling or Flying,” Jorja Smith; and “Higher,” Chris Stapleton. Bottom row, from left: “It’s the End of the World but It’s a Beautiful Day,” Thirty Seconds to Mars;
“Layover,” V; “Sorry | Haven’t Called,” Vagabon; “Cousin,” Wilco; and “Water Made Us,” Jamila Woods.

Gearing up for sweater weather

Fall preview features pop powerhouses, hip-hop heavyweights, country classics

By MARIA SHERMAN
Associated Press
usic fans, it is time
to bid adieu to the
sunny, slow sum-
mer months, and
welcome fall — historically, one
of the busiest times in the calen-
dar year for new albums, EPs
and mixtapes.

Trends have already begun to
reveal themselves: Some of the
biggest names in pop (and in
pop’s future) are gearing up for

back-to-school releases. A-listers
are returning after years. Coun-
try legends are taking on new
genres. And hip-hop heavy-
weights are back in full force.
Others defy categorization —
like a new Pretenders record
(“Relentless”), the swoon-worthy
“Live for Me” EP from Omar
Apollo and Steve Aoki’s “HiRO-
QUEST: Double Helix” — and
even more have yet to be an-
nounced. Take a look at what’s in
store with The Associated Press’

2023 fall music preview — a
collection of releases scheduled
to arrive between September and
November.

Pop powerhouses

After a summer full of super-
star tours — Taylor Swift, Beyon-
cé and Drake among them —
surely it’s time to dive deep into a
new hook or two. The season is
stacked: Olivia Rodrigo just
dropped her highly anticipated
sophomore album. Kylie Mi-

nogue’s more than “Padam Pa-
dam,” with her new athletic-pop
album “Tension.” Doja Cat’s
“Scarlet” arrives.

Ed Sheeran has seemingly run
out of mathematical symbols to
name albums after and will re-
turn with an autumnal release.
After HBO’s “The Idol,” Troye
Sivan gears up to release his
third full-length album. If the
rest of the tracks contain songs
half as sexy as the football chant
homoeroticism of the lead single

“Rush,” listeners are in for a
treat.

BTS member V has released
his debut solo album; Korean
American pop star Eric Nam also
dropped a self-released record,
centered on a pandemic-induced
existential crisis.

Demi Lovato is reimagining
some of her pop tunes as rock
anthems; Taylor Swift’s re-rec-
ording series continues with

SEE PREVIEW ON PAGE 17
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Rodrigo rages against the machine on ‘GUTS

By MARIA SHERMAN
Associated Press

On Sept. 8, Olivia Rodrigo —
the Grammy winner best known
for her 2021 smash single “driv-
ers license” — released her
highly anticipated sophomore
album, “GUTS.”

It’s an apt title, because auda-
cious she is: Across 12 tracks,
Rodrigo builds off the life expe-
riences of a pop superstar now in
the throes of fame — and her
early 20s — with an acute wis-
dom.

From the bloodsucking piano
ballad “vampire” to the cheeky
backslide anthem “bad idea
right?” (Rodrigo has kept the
all-lowercase titles that styled
her debut), “GUTS” is at times a
pop-punk album unafraid of
taking dynamic swings, and a
diaristic bloodletting.

But those lead singles hide
greater moments: opener “all-
american bitch,” inspired by a

cast-off quote from a young hip-
pie in Joan Didion’s “The White
Album” essay collection, is pop-
punk informed by Liz Phair or,
like, the most obscure Rose Mel-
berg record. Irony and anger are
her swords: “I'm grateful all the
time / I'm sexy and I’'m kind /
I’'m pretty when I cry,” she
sings.

“pretty isn’t pretty” recalls
The Cure’s dreamy guitar tones,
a cutting treatise on the price of

impossible beauty standards.

It’s easy to hear your favorite
rock bands represented here, but
in a style completely Rodrigo’s
own: Pavement punctuates “bal-
lad of a homeschooled girl,” with
lyrics that could double as an
AOL away message. Pick your
favorite: “Searchin’ ‘how to start
a conversation?’ on a website
(How to flirt?),” or “Thought
your mom was your wife / Called
you the wrong name twice /
Can’t think of a third line.”

“the grudge” is born from
“drivers license” — a coura-
geous piano power ballad. Where
whisper-singing has become the
foundation for many contempo-
rary young pop stars, whose
biggest singles consequently feel
restrained, Rodrigo’s perfor-
mance is pushed to the limits.
Rage and disappointment will do
that to you: They’re perhaps
pop’s most underutilized tools —
and rock’s greatest asset.

At the top of her debut album,
Rodrigo asked “I'm so sick of 17
/ Where’s my f—ing teenage
dream?” in “brutal.” On “GUTS”
she answers it in the closer
“teenage dream:” “I’m sorry that
I couldn’t always be your teen-
age dream,” she sings, the same
woman who made getting her
driver’s license a pop music
concern for the world. Could
adolescence be more damning?

Long has Rodrigo been com-
pared to her musical antecedent
Taylor Swift, but the points of
evidence on “GUTS” are few
and far between — and in the
album’s weakest moments, like
“get him back!,” still far superior
to a lesser artist’s greatest up-
tempo track. (Special mention
goes to the lyric “I wanna meet
your mom, just to tell her her
son sucks.” Has devastation ever
been so funny?)

“For me, this album is about
growing pains and trying to

figure out who I am at this point
in my life,” Rodrigo said in a
press release when the album
was first announced. “I feel like
I grew 10 years between the ages
of 18 and 20 — it was such an
intense period of awkwardness
and change. I think that’s all just
a natural part of growth, and
hopefully the album reflects
that.”

The musician once again
teamed up with her close collab-
orator Dan Nigro, who produced
“SOUR,” her first album that
was a multiplatinum debut that
won Rodrigo three Grammy
Awards and made her the youn-
gest solo artist ever to debut at
No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100.

Few forces are more potent
than a young creative woman’s
dissatisfaction — only, of course,
if she chooses to wield it. For
Rodrigo, it was never a question.
She’ll just punctuate it with a
laugh.

Preview: Sheeran, Parton, Gucci Mane highlight strong slate of releases

FROM PAGE 16
“1989 (Taylor’s Version.)”

As for ones to watch: Chappell
Roan, your favorite pop star from
the future, will release her debut
album. Madrilefio Ralphie Choo
is also gearing up for his debut,
and La Dona’s new EP promises
to weave together cumbia, salsa,
oldies and reggaeton.

Sept. 8: Olivia Rodrigo,
“Guts”; V, “Layover”; Eric Nam,
“House on a Hill.” Sept. 15:
Demi Lovato, “Revamped”; Ral-
phie Choo, “Supernova”; La
Dona, “Can’t Eat Clout.” Sept.
22: Kylie Minogue, “Tension”;
Doja Cat, “Scarlet”; Chappell
Roan, “The Rise and Fall of a
Midwest Princess.” Sept. 29: Ed
Sheeran, “Autumn Variations.”
Oct. 13: Troye Sivan, “Some-
thing to Give Each Other.” Oct.
27: Taylor Swift, “1989 (Taylor’s
Version).”

Hip-hop heavyweights

Blink, and you might miss a
shifting release date: In 2022,
rumors swirled that Kid Cudi
would take a hiatus from music
making. They proved to be just
that — rumors — and a new
album was announced for Sep-
tember. However, a little over a
week before it was scheduled to
arrive, the rapper announced the
release would be pushed back to
January.

A few days later, Drake an-
nounced a release date for his
highly anticipated eighth studio
album, “For All the Dogs.”

Are the days of dropping rec-
ords without warning behind
him?

Also, Vic Mensa has explored
social work, sobriety, Ghana and
himself, leading to an ambitious

Amy HaRrRis, INvisioN/AP

Country artist Ashley McBryde
returns with her fourth studio
album, “The Devil | Know.”

and self-reflective new record.

The legendary Gucci Mane
returns; Chief Keef is also back.

Flo Milli’s forthcoming album
delivers her idiosyncratic — at
times, absurdist — and certainly
hard-as-hell raps. South African
rapper Nasty C continues his
global growth. And that’s not
even including all of the surprise
releases that may drop in the
next few weeks.

Sept. 15: Vic Mensa, “Victor.”
Sept. 15: Nasty C, “I Love It
Here.” Sept. 22: Drake, “For All
the Dogs.” Oct. 13: Gucci Mane,
“Breath of Fresh Air”; Chief
Keef, “Almighty So 2.” TBD: Flo
Milli, “Fine Ho, Stay.” Delayed
until January: Kid Cudi, “In-
sano.”

Country classics

Reinvention and experimenta-

tion is in the air. Willie Nelson
will release his first bluegrass
record; Dolly Parton will release
her first rock album.

Ashley McBryde just released
her fourth studio album. If the
single “Light on in the Kitchen”
is any indication, we can’t wait
for more mandolin.

Reba McEntire returns with
her first album in five years; a
few months post-Super Bowl
anthem performance, Chris Sta-
pleton is back.

Margo Price preps a double
album in three acts.

Sept. 8: Ashley McBryde,
“The Devil I Know.” Sept. 15:
Willie Nelson, “Bluegrass.” Oct.
6: Reba McEntire, “Not That
Fancy.” Oct. 13: Margo Price,
“Strays I1.” Nov. 10: Chris Sta-
pleton, “Higher.” Nov. 17: Dolly
Parton, “Rockstar.”

Metal mavens

Cool air and a heavy riff — few
partnerships make more sense.
For metalheads, it is a stacked
season: Baroness and Cannibal
Corpse return, as do Pittsburgh
punks Code Orange.

For the alternative crowd:
Poppy continues her Nine Inch
Nails-inspired industrial streak,
Beartooth’s melodic screamo
powers on and Jared Leto’s
Thirty Seconds to Mars bring an
optimistic take on the apoca-
lypse.

Deftones fans will have to
continue to wait for a new record
from the only nu-metal act able
to transcend the limitations of
that genre — the California band
is celebrated for taking an artful
approach to a musical genre
most commonly associated with
backwards baseball caps and

machismo. In the meantime, they
can enjoy a new one from 1+
(Crosses), the dark wave side
project of frontman Chino More-
no and Far guitarist Shaun Lo-
pez.

Sept. 15: Baroness, “Stone”;
Thirty Seconds to Mars, “It’s the
End of the World but It’s a Beau-
tiful Day.” Sept. 22: Cannibal
Corpse, “Chaos Horrific.” Sept.
29: Code Orange, “The Above.”
Oct. 13: {11 (Crosses), “Good-
night, God Bless, I Love U, De-
lete.” Oct. 27: Poppy, “Zig.”

Indie’s not dead

At some point in the last few
years, “indie” has morphed into a
genre designation (think Taylor
Swift’s “folklore” and “ever-
more”) instead of shorthand for
“independent” artists — you
know, acts who self-release their
own music and/or work with a
niche record label.

Despite that confusion, truly
“indie” releases aren’t going
anywhere, with forthcoming
releases from established voices
Sufjan Stevens (Asthmatic Kitty
Records), Teenage Fanclub
(Merge) and Wilco (released on
the band’s dBpm Records).

Nostalgia runs deep for Puerto
Rican reggae artist PACHY-
MAN, who preps the sentimental
“Switched-On” for a late Septem-
ber release. Lead single “Trago
Coqueto” is all vintage Korg
Poly-800 synths and sunshine.

The newer talents, driven by
women, are the most fascinating:
Mitski (Dead Oceans), Cherry
Glazerr (Secretly Canadian),
L’Rain (Mexican Summer), Vag-
abon (Nonesuch), and the In-
donesian power-pop-punk group
GRRRL Gang (Kill Rock Stars).

Sept. 15: Vagabon, “Sorry I
Haven’t Called”; Mitski, “The
Land Is Inhospitable and So Are
We.” Sept. 22: Teenage Fan-
club, “Nothing Lasts Forever”;
GRRRL Gang, “Spunky!”. Sept.
29: Wilco, “Cousin”; PACHY-
MAN, “Switched-On”; Cherry
Glazerr, “I Don’t Want You Any-
more.” Oct. 6: Sufjan Stevens,
“Javelin.” Oct. 13: L’Rain, “I
Killed Your Dog.”

Long-awaited returns

Nostalgia rules the entertain-
ment industry, but that doesn’t
necessarily make for derivative
work. Often, it means celebrating
the artists we love after years of
inactivity, or a simply a break
between albums.

Such is the case in this group-
ing. Diddy will release his first
full-length album since 2006’s
“Press Play.”

In fact, it’s a strong season for
R&B returns: Jorja Smith will
release her first album since
2018; Jamila Woods follows up
2019’s “Legacy! Legacy!” with
“Water Made Up.”

Elsewhere, the Bruce Spring-
steen-approved New Jersey band
The Gaslight Anthem will release
their first album in nearly a dec-
ade, “History Books.”

Nicki Minaj, leader of the
Barbz, will bring back the “Pink
Friday” franchise with “Pink
Friday 2,” her fifth full-length
album and first since 2018’s
“Queen.”

Sept. 15: Diddy, “The Love
Album: Off the Grid.” Sept. 29:
Jorja Smith, “Falling or Flying.”
Oct. 13: Jamila Woods, “Water
Made Us.” Oct. 27: The Gaslight
Anthem, “History Books.” Nov.
17: Nicki Minaj, “Pink Friday 2.”
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Olivia Rodrigo, Luke Combs,
Miley Cyrus and Morgan Wallen.
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Clockwise, from left: Taylor Swift,

So, what was the song of the summer?

ith Labor Day com-

ing and going last

week, we have

officially unofficial-
ly said goodbye to summer.
Where did it go? I'm not exactly
sure, but wherever it went, it
went there fast. So fast, in fact,
that it seems like it was just yes-
terday we ran a story speculating
on what the song of the summer
would be. There were lots of
ideas that spread across lots of
genres. There was hope. There
was anticipation.

But here’s the thing about
those yearly “Let’s predict the
song of the summer!” articles:
Rarely do we see a follow-up.
Writers and commentators look
at the release schedule for the
upcoming handful of months,
pick the biggest names, throw in
a few tracks already bubbling
underneath the top tier of pop-
ular culture and call it a day. It
makes no sense not to look back
on what happened after you
already made such a fuss over
predicting it before it unfolded.

And so, here’s a quick look at

.. well, at what could have been
the song of the summer. Every-
one’s experiences are different
— I wouldn’t dare speak for
anyone who made memories
while hitting the repeat button on

LINER NOTES

By Colin McGuire

one tune for the past three
months. As for a consensus,
though, I thought it might be
worth it to take a look at what
dominated the charts and the
airwaves and try to make sense
of what may just have been the
song of summer 2023.

Literally any Taylor Swift song.

Like, honestly. Really. Any one
of them. It was the summer of
Swift, no matter how you cut it,
and not only did she redefine
what it is to be a mega-star and
tour football stadiums in North
America, but she also set a tem-
plate for future superstars to
work smarter and not harder.
Parachute into a city for a week-
end, take the following week off,
rinse, repeat. It worked — and it
worked to such a degree that the
“Taylor’s Version” of both
“Speak Now” and “1989” dom-
inated headlines at varying times
throughout the season (the for-
mer was released in July while
the announcement of the latter
was made on one of her last tour

stops of the summer). You can
pick “Anti-Hero” if you want.
There’s also “Karma” with Ice
Spice. And don’t forget “Cruel
Summer.” The woman owned the
summer. Any of her songs, new
or old, could hold this spot.

Luke Combs — “Fast Car.”
Awesome: Tracy Chapman is
getting paid in 2023 for a song
she wrote decades ago. Not en-
tirely awesome: It’s because a
watered-down male country star
appropriated it for a new gener-
ation without really displaying
that he has an imagination. OK,
so maybe that last part is a bit
harsh, but there’s no denying the
unexpectedness of how success-
ful this cover turned out to be.

Combs was loyal to its original
incarnation, for better or worse,
and it’s wild to think that Tracy
Chapman’s songwriting expertise
was somehow prominently fea-
tured on pop radio in the year
2023. My only worry? None of
these kids will take the time to
check out the brilliant mind that

actually wrote the song in the
first place. It’s to those people, I
say, get off my lawn.

Miley Cyrus — “Flowers.” 1
had high hopes for this, if only
because of how much I liked it.
Sure, that’s selfish, but it also
speaks to how light the song was
and still is. With such a nice,
laid-back summer-filled dance
groove and a hook that’s both
self-loving and catchy as hell, I
was hoping to see this reach
higher heights than it did.

That’s not to say none of us
heard it on the radio — and rest
assured that it definitely belongs
in the song of the summer 2023
discussion. But, man. This song
bums me out because it didn’t
take over the world and it had
every bit of potential to do so. Ah,
well. I’ll just go buy myself flow-
ers and write my name in the
sand.

Olivia Rodrigo — “Vampire.”
While the edited version can go
pound sand ... my goodness, does
this young lady know how to
cuss. I’'m not sure why it feels
unexpected that the first single
off her sophomore album would
be so epic — “Drivers License” is
teenage melodrama at its best —
but you won’t hear a complaint
from me. Rodrigo’s anger has
matured here, a step up from the

naiveté that made her debut so
charming, and as some of her
contemporaries will settle for
today’s predictable pop formula,
Rodrigo approached this one
with movements, coming across
as more Meatloaf than Miley.
Here’s hoping she can find a
second single on “Guts” that will
up her game even more than she
already has.

Morgan Wallen — “Last
Night.” Love it or hate it (here’s a
hint: I don’t love it), you have to
respect its longevity. I don’t know
what this guy’s deal is, and he
doesn’t appear to be particularly
likable, but he fully inhabited the
“Uncle Kracker” space in the
summer of 2023 pop music.

The song is simple, twangy and
all about a messy night with a
romantic partner — all things to
which the majority of the music-
loving population can relate.

It’s hard to tell what’s next for
him, but it sure is clear that he
knows how to sing a song that
people can dig in the summer-
time: While spending 31 weeks
on the Billboard Hot 100, the
song was as high as No. 3 as re-
cently as last week. And as we
head into autumn in earnest, it
appears that perhaps he wasn’t
wrong when he said it ain’t over
yet.
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Germany’s tranquil, romantic Mosel

hen I need a dose of quaint
cobbled towns and storybook
castles, I drop into Germa-
ny’s dreamy Mosel Valley.
The Mosel River, near Germany’s western
border, is the Rhine’s peaceful little sister.

The main tourist town of Cochem,
tucked between steep vineyards and the
river, boasts picturesque medieval streets.
Stroll the delightful riverfront promenade,
play life-size chess or just grab a bench
and watch Germany at play. To join in the
fun, take the Sesselbahn (chairlift) up to a
hilltop (and restaurant), enjoy the views,
hike down and end the day sampling some
of Germany’s finest wines.

Wine-tasting is a popular activity here.
Sample local white wines or Roter-Wein-
bergs-Pfirsich Likor — a cordial made
from the small, tart “red peaches” unique
to the Mosel Valley. Throughout the re-
gion on summer weekends and during the
fall harvest, towns host wine festivals with
oompah bands, colorful costumes and
dancing, powered by the good food and
wine.

Like most Mosel towns, Cochem grew
up below its castle. Though it looks majes-
tic — rising dramatically from a hill right
above town — Cochem’s castle is better
admired from afar. This 19th-century
reconstruction is more fanciful than au-
thentic.

Burg Eltz, on the other hand, is the real
deal. Lurking in a mysterious forest about
30 minutes by car from Cochem, and an
hour via a handy train/bus connection
(summer only), this is my favorite castle
in Europe. Thanks to smart diplomacy and
clever marriages, Burg Eltz avoided wars
and was never destroyed, remaining in the

Eltz family for eight centuries. The castle
is furnished throughout basically as it was
500 years ago. That’s rare in castles.

It was a comfortable castle for its day:
80 rooms made cozy by 40 fireplaces and
wall-hanging tapestries. The Grand Gal-
lery was where nobles met. A carved jes-
ter and a rose look down on
the big table, reminding
those who gathered that
. they were free to discuss
anything (“fool’s freedom”
— jesters could say any-
thing to the king), but noth-
ing discussed could leave
the room (the “rose of si-
lence”). The finely deco-
rated master bedroom
contains all the comforts of the time, in-
cluding a toilet — one of 20 in the castle,
each flushed (occasionally) by rainwater.

Just upstream from Cochem is Beil-
stein, the quaintest of all Mosel towns. If
you’re looking for convalescence, this is
the place to go. Beilstein has zero food
shops, zero ATMs, one bus stop, one mail-
box and 140 residents who run about 30
guest houses and eateries. It’s nicknamed
the “Sleeping Beauty of the Mosel” be-
cause until about 1900, it was inaccessible
except by boat. Today it’s still just grape-
vines, cobbles, fancy door knockers, the
smell of dank back alleys and Mosel River
views. Midday in peak season, its charm is
trampled by tourists. But early and late,
it’s a dream.

Biking and boating are great ways to
while away a Beilstein day. Boats come
and go all day for relaxing river trips,
though because of the locks, they can take
longer than you’d like. I opted for a ri-

Rick
Steves

Biking along the sleepy and windy riverside bike path near Beilstein, Germany, makes
for an enjoyable day. Until 1900, Beilstein was inaccessible except by boat.

verside bike ride. Smooth and perfectly
flat bike lanes remain separate from car
traffic, allowing you to ride in peace while
admiring gorgeous riverside scenery.
Wrapping up my day, I sat on my hotel’s
terrace. Sipping my sprightly white wine,
I gazed at the tiny two-car ferry sliding on
its cable back and forth across the river.
Its slow, monotonous rhythm, and the
bikers that came and went with each land-
ing, were mesmerizing. At dinner, the
hotel manager served me homemade

bread with tubs of Schmaltz (greasy pork
lard). I asked him if he knew Barry Mani-
low. He said yes. I said, “Schmaltz is to
butter what Barry Manilow is to music.”
He said, “Ja, schmaltzy.”

But I like the tune the Mosel River
plays. It’s impressive that just a couple of
quiet days here can relax your mind and
restore your spirit.

This article is used with the permission of Rick Steves’ Europe
(www.ricksteves.com). Rick Steves writes guidebooks, hosts
travel shows on TV and radio and organizes European tours.

Oktobertest: Time for strong beer, big crowds, high prices

On Saturday, the 188th edition of what’s surely among
the world’s best-known festivals will officially open its
gates. Over the course of the Oktoberfest’s 18-day run, it’s
anticipated that up to six million locals and visitors will

take part in the festivities.

The official Oktoberfest website publishes many facts
of interest to the press and public alike. One of the most
eagerly anticipated bits of information is the cost of a
Mass, which approximates a liter’s worth of beer. The
cost of such a pour in 2023, which applies to all the beer
sold on-site at the Oktoberfest, will come in
between 12.60 euros and 14.90 euros.

A visitor will naturally want to temper
his or her intake of alcohol with the con-

USO or Outdoor Rec might also offer transportation to
and from the festival.

No two days have to be the same: Aside for drinking a
bit too much in one of the beer tents (for which you’ll
need a reservation at a table), there’s lots of action eve-
rywhere, from scary rides to a midway packed with gam-
ing booths. There are also plenty of one-off events, such
as the traditional costume and hunter’s parade (10 a.m.,
Sept. 17), a brass band concert at the foot of the Bavaria
statue (11 a.m., Sept. 24) and traditional gun salutes by the
Bavaria statue (noon, Oct. 3).

There’s also plenty going on in Munich outside the
Theresenwiese. Cultural happenings coinciding with
Oktoberfest include a flea market at the Olympia Park

sumption of some hearty fare. An Oktober-
- fest classic treat is a “Hendl,” half a grilled
chicken, which will go for up to 20.50 euros
in some tents this time around.

To provoke laughs and amusement, the
local press lists some of the items that
ended up in the lost and found during the
fest’s previous edition. During the first week of Oktober-
fest in 2022, items gone missing included 160 wallets, 145
mobile phones, 75 sets of keys, two wedding rings, a snare
drum and an XXX -size pair of Lederhosen.

Here are some tips for those new to the Oktoberfest
scene:

The cost of renting a hotel room is out-of-this-world
ridiculous: It’s no secret that when a major event unfolds
in a city or town, hotels always jack up their rates accord-
ingly. But what happens in Munich during the time of
Oktoberfest can be truly shocking. Hotels at all ends of
the budget/quality spectrum charge prices that could
keep a family’s fridge full for weeks. A Saturday-to-Sun-

Karen
Bradbury

iStock

Beers aplenty will be served and hoisted in celebration in
Munich as Oktoberfest begins this weekend.

day overnight stay in a double room at the posh Mandarin
Oriental in the Old Town would set one back 1,888 euros.
And a single traveler spending that same night in the
much more modest Euro Youth Hostel would have to pay
2435 euros for his or her bed in a dorm.

The workaround? Finding a hotel along a direct train
route out of town. While the rates will likely still be heavi-
ly inflated, the savings might be enough to make this an
attractive proposition. Another idea is just to make merry
at the Oktoberfest by day and into the evening, then board
a train or bus back home. For example, traveling between
Munich to Stuttgart with the long-distance bus company
Flixbus on one of the Oktoberfest dates could set you
back as little as 11.99 euros. On-base services such as

(starting at 7 a.m. Sept. 16), a concert by Element of
Crime at the Isarphilharmonie (8 p.m. Sept. 23) and a
concert by Paul Weller at the Muffathalle (8 p.m. Sept.
26).

Explore the wonder of the Alps in early autumn: Com-
bine a visit to Munich with fun activities outside the area,
such as watching an Almabtrieb, a cattle drive in which
cows or other livestock descend back into town from their
summer grazing areas all done up in finery created from
nature. Mittenwald’s cattle return to town at 11 a.m. Sept.
17. The following weekend, Garmisch-Partenkirchen is
the site of a lively Street Arts Festival (Sept. 22-24). The
action unfolds along Ludwigstrasse in Partenkirchen.

Consider alternative Oktoberfests: While Munich’s
Oktoberfest should be experienced once in a lifetime,
there are plenty of alternatives. Other cities with their
own versions include Mainz (Oct.2-29); Wiesbaden (Sept.
27-0Oct. 13); and Frankfurt (Sept. 16-17, 20-24; 28-30 and
Oct. 1-3 and S-8). Stuttgart’s massive beer bash, the Can-
statter Volksfest, runs Sept. 22 through Oct. 8.
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Beaches in Grado are far less crowded in early September than they are in August when a majority of ltalians take their
holidays. Daily rental prices range from 5 euros for a sun chair to 6 for an umbrella, to 40 for a curtained gazebo.
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Super spot for sea, sun, sand

Beaches at Italian town of Grado have plenty of space for both locals, tourists

By KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

he Italian coastline

between Venice and

Trieste is dotted with

small towns that swell
dramatically into seaside resorts
during the summer months.

Separated from the rest by the
Marano Lagoon, Grado isn’t
dramatically different from
Caorle, Lido, Lignano and Jesolo.
They all boast countless beach
chairs along the Adriatic Sea and
plenty of sun.

For those who aren’t sure
whether they want to show a
sunlight-starved body in a bikini,
show no fear here, because the
many tourists from Germany and
Austria that come here certainly
aren’t.

The Germanic visitors aren’t
new to this area; Friuli-Venezia
Giulia was once a part of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, after
all.

And various tribes from north
and east were moving through
the area much earlier than that
with the fall of the Roman Em-
pire. Aquileia, formerly one of
the Romans’ most important
cities, is only a few miles away.

Evidence of that is, in theory,
on display in the National Mu-

B e

The Ralian city of Grado offers multiple blocks of shady pedestrian

[ 7.

streets for those who don't feel like staying at the beach. There are
numerous restaurants and stores available.

seum of Underwater Archaeol-
ogy of the Upper Adriatic. A
Roman merchant vessel was
found decades ago off the coast.
But the museum is a frequent
target of scorn from reports that
say it’s never open, as was the
case last time I was there.

Much of the city’s core fea-
tures multistory buildings for

commercial and residential use
that can be seen in just about any
city in the region. A few of the
hotels try to stand out architectu-
rally.

There are numerous pedestri-
an streets nicely lined with shady
trees where tourists can check
out clothes and souvenirs or dine
on Italian seafood. Ristorante Al

Viale gets high marks, albeit
from a mostly non-Italian cli-
entele.

But most don’t come to Grado
for the shade or the city blocks. A
large concrete barrier serves as a
walkway between two main
beach areas.

The beach to the west features
hundreds of lounge chairs for
rent.

A few more sophisticated ones
are nicer and have curtains.
Daily prices range from S euros
for a sun chair to 6 euros for an
umbrella, to 40 euros for a cur-
tained gazebo.

But the real indicator about the
nature of Grado is that price
plans exist not only for weeks or
even months, but seasons.

So, while merchants and resi-
dents in nearby Venice complain
of day-tripping hordes of tourists,
that doesn’t appear to be a con-
cern here.

A day trip from Aviano Air
Base remains very viable,
though. And for those looking for
long days of sightseeing, ancient
mosaics at Aquileia and the for-
tress city of Palmanova — which
also boasts an outlet mall — are
just minutes away.

Small crabs scurry along a rock that serves to protect a
concrete pier extending into the Adriatic Sea from Grado.

harris.kent@stripes.com
Twitter: @kharris4stripes

much of the residential area of Grado from the city’s
commercial core. There is free visitor parking nearby.

* - T- 8 it Ta

A vintage mosaic sigh fl:om an
area of Friuli Venezia-Giulia
famous for such works.

On the QT

Directions: Grado is about an
hour's drive from Aviano. Take the
A28 to the A4 autostrada and
head toward Trieste. Take the
Palmanova exit, then the SR252
(through Aquileia) to Grado.
Times: Beaches are generally
closed when the sun goes down.
Other than some restaurants and
hotels, much of the city follows
suit.

Information: The tourist office is
at Campo Porta Nuova No. 26,
Angolo Piazza XXVI Maggio.
Phone: (39) 0431 877111,
Email: info.grado@promoturismo.
fvg.it; Online: facebook.com/
grado.turismo

Cost: There's pay parking places
in spots, but there are also free
places near the large canal that
separates the commercial and
residential sectors. Turn left at the
second traffic circle, cross the
bridge, drive a block and turn right
to find a narrow road. Park uphill
facing the canal.

Kent Harris
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Isabella

makes

gluten-free easy

German patisserie chain excels in niche market
with its breakfasts, sandwiches, bakery items

By Davip EDWARDS
Stars and Stripes

ne of the biggest cross-

es I've had to bear as a

result of celiac disease

dietary restrictions is
the frustration of knowing that
almost all the tempting baked
goods I encounter contain gluten
and are therefore off-limits.

Moving to Germany, where
breads, cakes and pastries are a
veritable art form, evoked recol-
lections of the scrumptious treats
at Hans and Marianne’s Baecke-
rei and Kaffee Stube, a favorite
childhood haunt in my hometown
of Spokane, Wash., in the days
before American consumers
knew of gluten.

But with the celiac constraints
now ever-present, my new sur-
roundings seemed destined to
heighten my sense of depriva-
tion. That changed when Isabella
Glutenfreie Patisserie entered
the picture.

Established in 2014, Isabella is
a chain with nine locations in
seven cities. I became aware of it
in Aachen several months ago,
and two recent trips to the Isa-
bella in Frankfurt followed.

The first of the two came on a
Saturday. Walking toward the
entrance from the Hauptwache
parking garage right next door, I
recognized the dome of Paul-
skirche, site of the historic
Frankfurt Parliament of 1848,
looming over the outdoor tables.

I figured that my arrival short-
ly after 3 p.m., about three hours
before closing time, would allow
me to have a nice late lunch. As it
turned out, I miscalculated.

Perusing the menu page
marked sandwiches and quiches,
I noticed the words “only while
stocks last.” I went to the display
counter and all that was left of
those items was a single, solitary
vegan sandwich.

It wouldn’t have been my
choice otherwise, but it beat the
alternative of having nothing for
lunch. The sandwich was small to
begin with and got smaller when
I plucked out the tomatoes,
which are a nemesis of mine.

Surprisingly, the hearty bread
and remaining vegetables made
a substantial dent in my hunger
and paired wonderfully with the
bottled blackberry tea I ordered
to drink.

What really stood out, though,
was the rich, flavorful hummus.
The restaurant also offers a pea-
nut butter chili spread, which has

AFTER
HOURS

UM

Isabella Glutenfreie
Patisserie

Address: Neue Krame 29, Frankfurt;
Calwer Strasse 48, Stuttgart; Eduard
Breuninger Strasse 5, Stuttgart

Hours: Monday through Saturday,
9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sunday, 10 a.m.-6
p.m.

Prices: Breakfast, 7.40-15.90 euros;
sandwiches and quiches, 4.90-5.90
euros; bio-bowls, 10.90 euros; grano-
las, 8.90 euros; smoothies, 7.90
euros

Information: 069-74090860 (Frank-
furt); 0711-54096995 (Stuttgart-
Calwer Strasse); 0711-305 586 86
(Stuttgart-Dorotheen Quartier); Online:
isabella-patisserie.de

David Edwards

me intrigued and itching to try
next time.

I topped things off with an
aptly named Choc Norris
smoothie and a brownie, both of
which were satisfying. Even so,
this wasn’t enough for a proper
evaluation. A return visit at an
earlier time of day was in order.

Isabella’s breakfast menu
provides a better selection, and
those items are served until 2
p.m. Since I couldn’t remember
my last splurge on the first meal
of the day, I bought an early-
morning train ticket for the fol-
lowing Monday and again headed
to Frankfurt on an empty stom-
ach.

After an invigorating 20-min-
ute jaunt from the central train
station, I arrived at about 11 a.m.
gratified by the sight of a fully
stocked display case.

My starters of choice were the
pecan granola, the Isabella’s
Mind Belly Soul breakfast and an
Amazing Acai smoothie.

Mind Belly Soul is the most
comprehensive breakfast option
at the restaurant. It consists of a
plate of scrambled eggs; prosci-
utto, salami, cheese, fruit and
butter served on a board; and a
basket containing a brioche plus
a bread assortment.

I attacked the pillow-soft
scrambled eggs with gusto but
took some extra time to savor the
meats and cheeses, which I
placed on bread slices slathered
with another delicious spread.

As for the granola, in hindsight
I should have chosen a different

PHotos By Davib EDWARDs/Stars and Stripes

The Frankfurt location of Isabella Glutenfreie Patisserie is in a shopping plaza just across the street from
Paulskirche, and the dome of the former church stretches above the roofline overlooking the outdoor
seating area. Isabella has nine locations in seven cities.

Gluten-free breads at Isabella run
the gamut from baguettes,
brioches and rolls to loaves in a
range of shapes and sizes.

one of the four on the menu. The
pecan option had too much fruit
in the yogurt for my liking and
not enough of the other ingre-
dients.

The coconut cranberry granola
had also interested me, so that’s
what I plan to try next time. It
has amaranth pops, walnuts,
coconut and cranberries.

With all the sandwich and
quiche selections in play this
time, I decided to get a jump on
lunch as well by ordering a pros-
ciutto-and-Comte-cheese sand-
wich, rhubarb lemonade and a
pistachio macaroon to go.

The beautiful weather made it
a no-brainer to have an Isabella
picnic on the banks of the Main
River. Between the zing of the
lemonade and the combined
flavors of the bread, meat and
pungently aromatic cheese, this
was the lunchtime nirvana I’'d
been craving.

In my mind’s eye, I juxtaposed
the riverside scene with a be-
loved 1973 photograph of my
newlywed parents in New Or-
leans eating muffuletta sand-
wiches along the shore of the
Mississippi. Oh, and the pis-
tachio-flavored sugar rush from

N 3 WP
Berries adorn pastries and cake
slices in the freshly stocked
display case at Isabella in
Frankfurt on Sept. 4.
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The menu at Isabella includes
three vegan and three non-vegan

sandwiches. The restaurant also
offers three French cheeses.

the best macaroon I've ever tast-
ed was just as sublime.

At first blush, Isabella’s prices
may appear steep, and I admit
that I would have liked more
smoothie for my money. But
people who have seen the cost of
flour made from wheat sub-
stitutes like amaranth, quinoa or
almonds know how tough gluten-
free baking on a budget tends to
be.

That said, Isabella excels in an
important niche market, as evi-
denced by a story from a fellow
customer, who told me that the
Frankfurt store had recently

Isabella’s Mind Belly Soul
breakfast consists of scrambled
eggs, a basket of assorted
breads and a board with meat
and cheese. Also pictured is the
pecan granola.

Several types of smoothie are
served at Isabella’s Frankfurt
location. Among them is the
Amazing Acai.

provided his gluten-free wedding
cake.

Furthermore, affordable of-
ferings can almost assuredly be
found by anyone in the patisser-
ie’s clientele, an assertion that I
plan to test again the next time
I'm in Stuttgart, where it has two
locations.

edwards.david@stripes.com
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Morocco still
wants visitors

Travel experts say already-planned
trips will help tourist-dependent area
bounce back from Sept. 8 earthquake

By NataALIE B. CoMPTON, SOFIA ANDRADE
AND HEIDI PEREZ-MORENO
The Washington Post
ear midnight on Sept. 8, Morocco was rocked
by a 6.8-magnitude earthquake, the strongest
to hit the area in more than a century. As of
Wednesday afternoon, the death toll from the
natural disaster was more than 2,900 people, according to
the country’s Interior Ministry.

The quake struck about 47 miles southwest of Marra-
kech. The areas most affected were the villages in the
High Atlas Mountains, where homes and lives were de-
stroyed, but the earthquake was felt in Rabat, Fez and as
far away as Casablanca, more than 180 miles from its
epicenter.

Akim Elanbassi, the owner of Morocco Travel Agency,
was staying at a boutique hotel in the Ourika Valley as
part of a location scouting trip for his family’s business.
He said he felt the entire building shake. Within minutes,
the entire Berber village of Anrar was outside as people
fled the explosion-like noises coming from their walls.

Elanbassi and his family — his wife, two children and
mother-in-law — decided to flee the mountains and drive
the 38 kilometers to Marrakech, where they would sleep
in the car.

“It was really loud ... terrifying. Very terrifying. It’s like
in the movies but it’s real, real stuff,” Elanbassi said. “It
was crazy. But we were very lucky because maybe the
area we were at did not get hit as hard as other areas.”

By Monday, official recovery and rescue efforts were
underway as officials accepted assistance from countries
including Spain and the United Arab Emirates.

Should I cancel my trip to Morocco?

Michael Diamond, a travel expert who focuses on Mo-
rocco and who arrived in the city shortly after the earth-
quake, said Monday that “things are generally OK” in
Marrakech and “people are going about their lives.”
Tours and museum visits, he said, have continued, though
people remain “cognizant that an hour away, people are
fighting for their lives.”

“The mood in Morocco, in Marrakech, is picking up the
pieces, mourning, [and] trying to support their official
days of mourning [declared by the Moroccan govern-
ment] and rescue effort,” Diamond said.

Karim Fehry Fassy, the Marrakech-based founder of
the Morocco travel company Alizes Private, sent out an
email last Sunday to concerned clients with a clear mes-
sage: Please don’t cancel future trips.

He assured travelers that most of Marrakech has been
spared from the disaster, and that airports, hotels, roads
and highways are operational. Fassy concluded the email,
“Your support, whether through donations or tourism,
will help us rebuild and restore the beautiful High Atlas
Mountains and contribute to the recovery of this remark-
able region.”

Tim Williamson, customer director of the company
Responsible Travel, has a similar message.

“It’s natural that some holidaymakers due to visit Mo-
rocco might be rethinking their plans, but it’s important
to note that many parts of the country, including Marra-
kech, are still perfectly safe for travel,” Williamson said
in an email. “Many people in places less affected by the
earthquake are still dependent on tourism — and your
visit to them is unlikely to hamper any ongoing relief
efforts.”

The U.S. Embassy in Morocco wrote in a safety ad-
visory last week that it is closely monitoring the earth-

Mark CARLSON/AP

A view of the earthquake damage at Jamaa el Fna square in Marrakech, Morocco, on Sept. 10.

quake response and has been in touch with local author-
ities since the disaster. It noted that local resources in
affected areas may be limited, including hospitals in Mar-
rakech, transportation services, airports and law enforce-
ment.

The embassy recommends that U.S. citizens in affected
areas keep in touch with local authorities, avoid areas that
were greatly impacted and stay in-tune with law enforce-
ment regarding any road closures or traffic disruptions.

“We strongly encourage U.S. citizens in affected areas
who are safe to monitor local news and to contact their
loved ones directly and/or update their status on social
media,” the embassy wrote.

What historic sites were damaged?

One UNESCO World Heritage site that faced severe
damage was Marrakech’s vibrant old city, the Medina,
which is located roughly 45 miles northeast of the earth-
quake’s epicenter. The site, which draws millions of tour-
ists every year, saw damaged walls and crumbled areas
that have stood tall since the early 12th century.

Several videos posted to social media showed Kutubiy-
ya Mosque, the largest mosque in Marrakech, shaking

during the earthquake. CNN reported it is still intact.

Gina Porter, a travel adviser with GG Luxury Travel,
was in the old city of Marrakech when the earthquake
started.

“Some people are sleeping in the parks, still scared to
return to their homes,” Porter said via email. “But most
everything is open. Hotels are operating. It is safe to be in
Morocco now.”

Are tours still operating?

Travelers should check with their tour companies for
information specific to their booked trips.

Nicole Powell, a spokeswoman for Intrepid Travel, says
that according to the company’s teams on the ground,
Morocco is safe and open for travel. Still, the company
canceled all trips through Sept. 13. Customers on those
trips were contacted for rescheduling or refunds. Those
with bookings between now and Sunday also have the
option to cancel and receive a credit for a future booking.

The majority of Intrepid’s Morocco trips were to re-
sume Sept. 14, although some have itinerary changes:

SEE MOROCCO ON PAGE 23
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FROM PAGE 22

namely, they’ll completely avoid the Atlas Mountains and
greatly reduce time in Marrakech.

Williamson said that some small group operators have
canceled trips this week and that Responsible Travel has
local partners in the High Atlas Mountains that have been
affected with road blocks and rescue efforts. “But in
many places, much of normal life is resuming. So lots of
trips are still going ahead,” he said.

Ibrahim Sekayi, a travel Agent with Dav Safaris, says
trips taking place through December 2023 are being res-
cheduled. Clients who are not interested in rescheduling
are being refunded.

Are flights operating as normal?

Several airlines are lifting fees for those who have
planned flights into Morocco, specifically affected areas.

The U.S. Embassy in Morocco said that local airports
are currently in operation but recommends contacting
airlines directly about potential delays or cancellations.
Any U.S. citizen who wishes to depart Morocco should
access local transportation options.

Royal Air Maroc will rebook tickets for flights arriving
to or leaving from the cities of Marrakech and Agadir if
the travel date is before Sept. 23. Customers can make a
free change, to and from the same destinations, for a new
trip within the 15 days following their initial flight date.
Any change request must be sent to the original vendor
by Sept. 17.

British Airways is continuing to operate and has also
changed its aircraft type for flights to Marrakech over the
past few days to make more seats available. Customers
booking through the British Airways Holidays platform
can change travel dates, or choose a different destination,
with no additional fees.

iStock
Kutubiyya Mosque, the largest mosque in Marrakech,

shown here in 2017, reportedly shook during the Sept. 8
earthquake, but CNN reports that it is still intact.

“The welfare of our customers is our priority, and we
have contacted our British Airways Holidays customers
in Morocco to check that they’re safe. We are continuing
to monitor the situation closely, and customers due to
travel to or from Marrakech in the next two weeks can
change their dates free of charge if they wish,” the airline
said in a statement.

Turkish Airlines passengers, or those flying through
AnadoluJet, will be permitted to make free reservation
changes if they are registered for Casablanca and Marra-
kech flights between Sept. 9 and Sept. 23, as long as they
were issued before Sept. 8. Passengers have until Sept. 23
to request changes.

The airline said in a statement that passengers can
receive refunds if they have unused tickets, or partially
used tickets for which the trip has not been completed.
Those who have booked through the airline can extend
their trips until Oct. 30.

Does travel insurance cover a disaster?

John Rose, chief risk and security officer at ALTOUR,
says travel insurance coverage will depend on what pol-
icy you purchased, but most policies should help with
assistance if your trip must be altered.

“Not all, but most have coverage for situations like
this,” Rose said. “The insurance company might actually
help with your re-accommodations, your travel home.”

Audrey Kennedy of On The Map Travel says most of
the plans her clients use would cover them if the earth-
quake made parts of their trip “uninhabitable or inacces-
sible,” as long as they’d purchased their plan before the
earthquake occurred.

Travelers should also check with their airlines, hotels
and tour operators to see what travel companies are of-
fering in terms of cancellations, rescheduling and poten-
tial refunds.

Unless you’ve purchased a Cancel for Any Reason
benefit, you can’t cancel your trip and expect money back
if your itinerary wasn’t directly impacted (your hotel was
shut down, your flight canceled, etc.). If you do have
CFAR, you can cancel at least 48 hours before your de-
parture and receive 50% to 75% of prepaid and nonrefun-
dable expenses.

But Rose suggests tweaking your trip over canceling.

“Going back to Morocco supports them ... Tourism is a
big part of their GDP,” he said. “So if you go to Casablan-
ca and have a great vacation — that goes back into the
Moroccan economy and helps with this recovery.”
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Tiny towel treasures |

Tokyo shop sees big popularity for smaller size of tenugui

Japan News

Little gifts come in handy this time of
year for visits and summer greetings, and
wrapping them in a small tenugui hand
towel can add a playful — and traditional-
ly Japanese — touch.

The Mamegui store in Tokyo Station’s
Gransta shopping area offers small tenu-
gui with about 120 different patterns,
ranging from typical summer motifs like
watermelons and morning glories to ani-
mals such as dogs and cats. Boxes of
sweets wrapped up in the cloths are on
display in the shop.

Compared to a typical tenugui cloth,
which is about 35 inches long and 13 inch-
es wide, Mamegui offers pieces that are
about 10.5 inches on each side.

The shop’s operator, Kamawanu, was
founded in 1987 as a store specializing in
tenugui hand towels in Tokyo’s Daikanya-
ma district.

The idea of selling smaller tenugui
emerged when the company was prepar-

ing to open the Tokyo Station shop in 2007.

Tokyo Station is “a landmark for meetings
and departures,” so the company decided
to offer small towels in the hope they
would be used to “wrap gifts imbued with
people’s feelings.”

Each pattern and design has its own
meaning. For instance, a hemp leaf repre-
sents a wish for a child’s growth, because
the plant grows quickly. A dragonfly
means good luck in winning games, be-
cause the insect can only move forward.

T
1\\.\\, \\\\\

“By wrapping gifts in these cloths, send-
ers can put their thoughts into the items
without having to say anything,” said com-

pany president Kazuhiro Kato. “I wanted \ |\

to make these cloths something that will ) ‘
AN

also help the recipients remember the _
moment they were given the present ev- "‘ .
ery time they see the cloth.”

Among the various designs, the animal
motifs are especially cute and make wrap-
ping fun.

A small box with a Shiba dog pattern
uses a cloth designed so that the animal’s
face is in the front and the ears at the end
of the cloth tie at the top. A goldfish pat-
tern is designed to have its tail fin at the
end of the cloth.

Each design has a different wrapping
method to match the motif. Patterns can
be paired side by side in themes such as
summer or the sea.

By adjusting the folds, the small tenugui
can be used in a wide variety of ways — to
wrap flowers, or as a pocket handkerchief.

They are dyed using a technique that
creates the same pattern on both sides,
making them easy to use.

“I hope you can find your own way to
use them to have fun,” said Kato.

The small tenugui hand towels can also
be used to decorate one’s home. Using
cloths with patterns like fireworks or sun-
flowers together with wind chimes and
fans can give a room a summery look.
Frames the size of these small towels are
also available.

PR

Japan News-Yomiuri photos

Mamegui offers small tenugui hand towels with a variety of designs.
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Colorful Kyoto

Abundant maples planted hundreds of
years ago to replace cherry trees make
Tofukuji temple a hot leaf-viewing spot

Japan News
herry blossoms in
spring; fall colors in
autumn. So runs a
popular Japanese ad-
age passed down through numer-
ous generations.

Indeed, such thinking may
underpin the semi-obsessive
desire among many Japanese to
soak up the beauty of fully
blooming cherry trees in spring-
time, and visually wallow in
panoramic vistas brimming with
reds and golds in the fall.

Classic Japanese literature
provides clues as to when such
behavior began, with myriad
poems and stories touching upon
the changing seasons and their
associated landscapes. As au-
tumn has already started in Ja-
pan, it’s an appropriate time to
explore the phenomenon of au-
tumn leaf-viewing.

According to Naoto Yoshikai —
specially appointed professor of
Japanese literature at Doshisha
Women’s College of Liberal Arts
— the word “momijimi” (autumn
foliage-viewing) first appears in
“The Tale of Genji,” written by
Murasaki Shikibu in the early
11th century.

The final part of the story con-
tains 10 chapters called “Uji
Jujo,” in which most of the story
is set in Uji in the southern Kyoto
suburbs.

One passage reads, “Niou-no-
miya [Prince Niou] wished to see
the foliage during the autumn
season, so he waited for a good
opportunity to visit.”

In the tale, Niou-no-miya was
the third prince of the then em-
peror, and the grandson of the
protagonist, Hikaru Genji. Like
Genji, Niou-no-miya is described
as being “beautiful” and a “wom-
anizer.”

“Shui Wakashu” (“Collection
of Gleanings of Japanese Po-
ems”), which dates from the
same period as “The Tale of
Genji,” contains a poem about an
overnight trip to Yamato (pre-
sent-day Nara Prefecture) to
appreciate autumn foliage.

Classical literature reveals that
aristocrats of the Heian period
(794-1ate 12th century) traveled
to Yamato and Kawachi (pre-
sent-day eastern Osaka Prefec-
ture) to view cherry blossoms
and fall leaves.

“In the early Heian period,
Kyoto had no well-known au-
tumn foliage-viewing locations,”
Yoshikai said.

“Later, however, Sagano,
Arashiyama and Mt. Ogura be-

came noted for their colorful fall
leaves.”

Sagano achieved fame when
Emperor Daigo — who reigned
in the first half of the 10th centu-
ry — visited the area to enjoy its
seasonal hues, Yoshikai said.

Poems that shone a literary
light on locations with notable
autumn leaves often became
very well-known, too.

Tofukuji temple in Higashiya-
ma Ward, Kyoto, has come to be
known as Kyoto’s most popular
leaf-viewing location, attracting
up to 35,000 visitors each day
during the peak autumn season.

Many flock to Tsutenkyo
bridge to enjoy a panoramic view
featuring about 2,000 red- and
yellow-tinged trees that span a
ravine within the temple’s pre-
cincts.

However, the temple was high-
ly regarded as a cherry blossom-
viewing spot until the Muro-
machi period (1336-1573), ac-
cording to the temple.

In 1408, a painter-priest named
Mincho created a 12-meter-long,
6-meter-wide painting titled
“Buddha’s entry into Nirvana,”
depicting the Buddha’s death.

Ashikaga Yoshimochi, the
fourth shogun of the Muromachi
Shogunate, was reportedly im-
pressed with the painting, saying
to Mincho, “As a reward, you can
ask me for anything you want.”

In response, Mincho reported-
ly replied: “There are too many
cherry trees in the temple’s pre-
cincts. They attract an over-
abundance of people who enjoy
looking at the cherry blossoms,
thus hindering ascetic practices.
I’d like you to ban such blooms.”

After hearing this, Yoshimochi
is believed to have ordered the
felling of all cherry trees in the
temple’s grounds.

The cherry trees were sub-
sequently replaced by maple
trees.

It is said that the temple’s first
priest planted a trident maple
tree in the Kamakura period (late
12th century to 1333) that he
brought back from China during
the Song Dynasty.

The temple later planted more
Japanese maples around the
original tree, and there are now
thought to be about 20 present-
day descendants of the original
trident maple.

I wonder what Mincho might
say if he could see tens of thou-
sands of people from Japan and
overseas flocking to the temple to
revel in the rich colors of the
autumn leaves.

iStock photos
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Knitting a new path for himself

Maryland man who struggled in school gains internet fame by making sweaters depicting national, international landmarks

By THERESA VARGAS
The Washington Post

trangers recognize Sam Barsky all

the time. They recognize him

when he’s walking through a

Trader Joe’s in his home state of
Maryland, and they recognize him when
he’s visiting a national landmark else-
where in the country. He used to describe
himself as anonymous enough that he
could shop at a Walmart without being
noticed. Then he was recognized in one of
those, too.

Maybe you’ve seen Barsky online? The
48-year-old has gained internet fame for
the artistic sweaters he knits by hand,
without the aid of patterns.

Many of his creations feature landmarks
that he has seen or plans to visit, and the
photos and videos he posts of them on
social media (usually showing him in front
of those landmarks) have drawn clicks
from knitters and non-knitters alike.

On TikTok, he has more than 250,000
followers, and on Instagram, he has about
230,000.

But before all of that, before the follow-
ers and the fanfare, before he ever com-
pleted his first stitch, Barsky was a child
diagnosed with a learning disability whose
family moved from a Washington suburb
to the Baltimore region so that he could
attend a school that could meet his needs.

“It was obvious when I was younger that
I couldn’t fit into a regular school,” Barsky
told me on a recent evening. “Every time I
tried one out, it was a disaster. I could only
thrive in special-education classes.”

He describes his parents as doing “all
the right things.” He says they made sacri-
fices for him and believed in his abilities.

“They told me I would do something
very successful in my life,” he says. “Of
course, it was a question of what.”

Barsky initially decided that the “what”
was in the medical field. He enrolled in a
community college and started studying
nursing.

Then, as he tells it, he experienced some
health problems and dropped out. Sudden-
ly, he was 24 and unsure what to do with
his life. No other courses at the college
interested him.

A short time later, he saw a stand at a
flea market selling yarn. He had tried, and
failed, to learn to knit on his own in the
past. He asked the people at the stand
where he could go to learn. They told him
they would teach him free at their yarn
store.

Barsky recalls showing up for his first
lesson wearing a commercially made
paisley sweater. He wanted to show his
instructor what he hoped to create.

“She said that was for experienced
knitters only and that she would start me
off with a solid-colored scarf,” he recalls.
He created that scarf using a yellow yarn.
Then, with the help of another shop, he
made a solid-teal sweater. A year and a

Sam Barsky photos

Among the places Sam Barsky has knitted on sweaters, clockwise from upper left: the
Baltimore Inner Harbor, the Washington Monument (with the U.S. Capitol on the front),
Times Square in New York City and Baltimore’s Washington Monument.

half after his first lesson, he created a
sweater of his own design. “That’s when I
realized this is what I wanted to do with
my life.”

Barsky says he sometimes hears from
parents of children who are struggling in
school. Whenever that happens, he always
assures them that what their children are
experiencing now won’t last forever.

“I try to calm them down,” he says. “I
tell them, ‘Once they grow up and are
successful at something in life, this won’t
matter.”

Over the years, Barsky has made more

than 160 sweaters, each unique. A sweater
created to honor the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. features the civil rights leader
delivering his “I Have a Dream” speech
on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. On
one sleeve, a bus offers a nod to Rosa
Parks, and on the other sleeve, a railroad
pays tribute to Harriet Tubman.

Another of Barsky’s sweaters features
the U.S. Capitol building on the front and
the Washington Monument on the back.

People have offered Barsky thousands
of dollars for a single sweater, but he re-
fuses to sell any. He has also turned down

requests to make custom sweaters. On his
website, he dedicates a page to explaining
why he sells T-shirts printed with the
designs of the sweaters instead.

“The truth is, I very much wish I could
produce sweaters for others,” that page
reads. “But it is not possible, no matter
how much money is offered to me for
one.”

One reason he gives: “It takes me an
average of at least a month to knit and
assemble just one of the sweaters in my
collection. It is impossible for me to be a
human sweater mill!”

Another reason: “My sweaters in my
collection are my wardrobe. I wear them
every day, all the time, inside and outside
of my home.”

I thought of Barsky on a recent morning
when the air was cool enough to conjure
thoughts of knitwear. But the truth is, it is
always sweater weather for him. He wears
his sweaters every day, no matter the
temperature outside. He makes many of
his sweaters out of cotton and with short
sleeves so he can wear them comfortably
on hot days.

While Barsky has long been knitting, the
pandemic changed his work and reach. It
caused him to shift his lens when picking
the scenes for his sweaters and expand the
ways he shares his work with the public.

Before the pandemic, he and his wife,
Deborah, enjoyed traveling to places
across the world. When they no longer
could do that, they started exploring more
local sites. Those backdrops inspired Bar-
sky.

He created a set of sweaters featuring
places only locals might recognize, such as
Jerusalem Mill Village in Harford County
and Sugarloaf Mountain near Frederick,
Md. (A sweater he created of Baltimore’s
Washington Monument recently won first
place at the Maryland State Fair).

Barsky says that at the beginning of the
pandemic, he started using TikTok to
share his creations. More recently, he
began using YouTube Shorts to tell the
stories behind the sweaters. In a video that
shows him wearing a sweater that depicts
Oriole Park at Camden Yards, he explains
that he ran out of the green yarn he need-
ed to complete the sweater and had to
drive an hour away to a D.C. suburb to
find it.

His videos exude an earnestness that
make it hard to not to smile when you
click through them and a confidence that
gives no hint of the young man who once
struggled to find his path.

“When I was 7 years old or even when I
was 17 years old, I never imagined this is
what my life would be like at all,” he said.

He never imagined people would recog-
nize him on nature walks or at the recy-
cling center. He never imagined that when
he walked up to the Hollywood sign to
take a photo in one of his sweaters, an
entire tour bus would recognize him.

“It takes me an average of at least a month to knit and assemble just one of the sweaters
in my collection. It is impossible for me to be a human sweater mill!”
Sam Barsky
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Less-than-cozy murder

Author Chuck Palahniuk puts his own spin on English mystery genre
with shocking, hilarious and original novel ‘Not Forever, But For Now’

By PETER LARSEN
The Orange County Register
or Chuck Palahniuk,
inspiration for his new
novel, “Not Forever,
But For Now,” came
from his unvarnished distaste for
that most genteel of genres: the
cozy mystery.

“I had bought a whole stack of
cozy mysteries,” says Palahniuk
on a call from his home in Port-
land, Ore. “Barnes & Noble just
always has a giant wall of cozies
— these mysteries typically set in
England or Ireland where cats
and vicars and old ladies solve
these grisly mysteries and mur-
ders.

“And I just hated every single
one of them,” he says, perhaps
unsurprisingly for the author of
“Fight Club” and other tales of
horror beyond the milieu of the
Miss Marples or Jessica Fletch-
ers of the world.

But in them, Palahniuk says he
saw something with which he
could work.

“There was a common quality
to them that I really loved,” he
says. “Where these mild-man-
nered people would come across
this brutally murdered person
and instead of having any kind of
shocked reaction it was almost
turned into a good thing.

“It’s like, ‘Oh, great, now we
have a mystery,” Palahniuk
says. “There was never any up-
set. There was never any trauma
over the loss of the person.”

The lack of emotional response
“seemed as bad as the murder
itself,” he says. “So I just thought
I’d take the cozy and kind of push
it to its limit.”

That he did and then some in
the horror satire of “Not Forever,
But For Now,” which unfolds like
a bad acid trip of an English cozy
mystery, alternately shocking
and hilarious, disturbing and
ultimately beautiful in its own
peculiar way.

It’s the
story of
Otto and
Cecil, two
brothers
of in-
determi-
nate age,
living
mostly by
them-
selves in
a spraw-
ling man-
sion in Wales. Their grandfather
and mother are often away tend-
ing to the family business, which
is assassinating the rich and
famous and making their deaths
look like anything but murder.

Father disappeared years ago,
so the boys idle away the weeks,
months and years watching gory
nature documentaries and offing
their maids, tutors and staff.

In an interview edited for
length and clarity, Palahniuk
talked about the voice of his
narrator Cecil, themes of addic-
tion and what he hopes readers
take away from the book title.

Orange County Register: Talk
a little about Otto and Cecil and
their obsession with nature
documentaries.

Palahniuk: Every once in a
while, I’ll remember something
that was really upsetting and just
emotionally engaging as a kid.

PALAHNIUK

And one was always those nature
documentaries where predators
would come across a baby and its
nest.

Whenever you saw a baby
animal at risk, whether it was a
kangaroo trying to get to the
pouch or a baby fawn trying not
to be torn apart, as a kid that just
killed you. And so I wanted to
revisit that because it hooked me
so intensely.

We're never really sure how
old Otto and Cecil are. They
seem like kids at the start, and
then suddenly perhaps they’re
much, much older.

I was originally going to have
them as little kids. And then one
day, my editor, who was reading
along as I was turning in chap-
ters, he said, ‘How old do you see
these guys being?’ I said, ‘You
know, secretly I think they might
be like 35 and 38, or in their 40s.’
He laughed so hard that I
thought that’s what it’s gonna be.

And on another really powerful
level, I wanted it to be a book
about addiction and how, boom,
once you Kkind of fall into that rut
of addiction, 30 years can go by
and you realize you’re still kind
of emotionally trapped back in
whatever time you became ad-
dicted. And it feels like this enor-
mous waste and you can’t believe
that so much of your life has just
disappeared.

Mother is addicted to opiates.
What did you see as Otto and
Cecil's addictions — idleness,
sex, killing the help?

I wanted to make it so nonspe-
cific that it was all these eu-
phemisms like ‘having a go’ and
‘having it off.” Lemon syllabub

Abam LEvy/Simon & Schuster

“Fight Club” author Chuck Palahniuk gives his own satirical spin on
the British cozy murder mystery with “Not Forever, But For Now.”

and all those sweets and candied
rose petals. All of those things
that it would seem really non-
threatening. It would seem not
like a big painful book about
addiction, but the second or third
time it could be read that way.

The casualness of violence,
whether it’s baby animals or
celebrities getting bumped off,
has led some to label your work
as nihilistic, though you don’t
agree. How would you describe
your writing?

In a way, I think of them all as
romances, because it’s always
about somebody who is just wild-
ly in love with somebody. In this
case, it’s Cecil who is just so in
admiration of his older brother
that he can depict all of Otto’s
actions, but it never really dawns
on him that Otto is pretty de-
spicable.

The book is very funny at
times, such as the Queen having
an ATM card worth 6 billion

pounds but it has a daily limit of
300 pounds. How fun are the
funny bits for you to write?

I was more thrilled with the
Queen falling victim for the old
fish-and-chips delivery scam.
That she would actually come to
the door with her crown on and
g0, ‘Oh, what the hell, can you
break a S00-pound note.’ By that
point, the story is just writing
itself. I'm kind of holding on.
That was a toboggan ride at the
end. Every moment was surpris-
ing me.

The title — ‘Not Forever, But
For Now’ — shows up in the text
in different forms every so often.
What did you hope that meant
for readers?

I wanted it to be a kind of bit-
tersweet acknowledgment of the
transitory nature of love. That
even the people we care for the
most, are only here for parts of
our lives. Or we’re only here for
parts of their lives.

Maria Bamford’s memoir finds hilarity in harrowing experiences

By ZAackK RUSKIN
The Washington Post

The comedian Maria Bamford has al-
ways been willing to get uncomfortable
while probing the deepest recesses of her
psyche in search of laughs. Whether tap-
ing and performing one of her specials in
her parents’ living room or spending two
seasons playing a warped version of her-
self on Netflix’s “Lady Dynamite,” she has
a capacity for crafting candid punchlines
forged in the fires of her own mental cri-
ses. Never simply joking at her own ex-
pense, she instead makes comic radical
honesty part of her process of healing and
recovery.

Bamford draws on those strengths once
again in her debut memoir, “Sure, I'll Join
Your Cult: A Memoir of Mental Illness
and the Quest to Belong Anywhere.” She

takes readers on a
dizzying tour of the
many, many 12-step

eyt R
ousi s c‘ { programs she’s
Nir W joined over the
i yed years. Across three
qur:l’“l. gl‘l’l‘:in sections and over

the course of 23
chapters, Bamford,
53, narrates her life
story by chronicling
her membership in
the “cults” of fam-
ily, fame and mental health care. She
details the Dale Carnegie training course
she attended with her father as a sopho-
more in high school, her diligent crusade
to have a napping tent installed on the set
of her television series and how becoming
the star of a viral set of Target commer-

cials pushed her sanity to the brink.

Some of her misadventures — among
them, being committed to a psych ward
and accidentally Killing a beloved pug —
feel like anything but laughing matters.
But it’s a testament to Bamford that she’s
able to fill these pages with stories that are
relatable and consistently hilarious, even
when they’re harrowing. Throughout, she
rejects the appeal of tidy solutions, instead
embracing messy self-acceptance.

Take her description of Overeaters
Anonymous as a live-action role-playing
game, for example: “There are no dice,
but there are plenty of plastic poker chips
for lengths of abstinence.” Or consider the
recipes that close each chapter (“Psych
Ward Graham Crackers”) and her in-
clusion of a month’s worth of her own
financial details in appeasement of her

obligations to Debtors Anonymous.

Bamford comically plays with visual
style and narrative: Passages that she
deems “creepy” are winkingly rendered in
bolded Comic Sans font (which she refers
to as the “trigger font”), and a recycling
bin icon pops up to denote previously
performed material. She also makes occa-
sional, amusing use of footnotes, including
a lengthy justification for a joke at the
expense of her dead mother and a com-
prehensive list of every psych med Bam-
ford believes she’s ever tried.

There’s an authenticity to Bamford’s
words that elevates them into something
beyond the category of comedy memoir.
Bamford has created a work destined to
shine much-needed light on mental illness.
Illuminating those serious moments with
humor is her true triumph.
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Making space for tale of unlikely

Film subject José Hernandez,
director Marquez Abella talk
about ‘A Million Miles Away’

By PETER LARSEN
The Orange County Register
arly in “A Million Miles Away,”
young José Hernandez adjusts
the TV antenna as his migrant
farmworker family gathers to
watch the launch of Apollo 17 in 1972.

It’s that moment that Hernandez, then
10, remembers as the point when his un-
likely dream of becoming a NASA astro-
naut began. This new biopic about Her-
nandez’s extraordinary life next shows the
young José holding an ear of corn like an
imaginary spaceship outside his family’s
Stockton, Calif., home.

It’s a lovely piece of visual poetry, and
like many perfect things, too good to be
true. The reality, as Hernandez describes
it in a recent interview with director and

Central and Southern California.

BeRENICE BAauTisTA/AP

Astronaut José Hernandez and “A Million Miles Away” director Alejandra Marquez
Abella are interviewed Sept. 8 in Mexico City about the Prime Video biopic.

astronaut

them that you do.

Of course, I was familiar (with his space
flight). But I never thought I was going to
meet him. It was a major thing for me. It
changed my life, literally.

1 want to ask both of you about one of
the themes that runs through the movie. |
really liked its portrayal of the role of
family and the support and strength they
can provide.

Marquez Abella: I think it’s completely
central to the film. I think that Hispanics
have that sense of community in them. We
are saying people should be more Latino,
more Hispanic in that way. We should
achieve things as a community and give
thanks to those who help us achieve
things.

I would go back to, we should give
thanks to the people that put food on our
table. That is a very important commun-
ity, and it’s a very honorable thing to do.
So I think it’s all connected.

Hernandez: I was so happy that Ale

co-writer Alejandra Marquez Abella, is
more earthbound, though perfect for a
10-year-old boy in that era.

“Ale took creative liberty with using the
ear of corn,” Hernandez says. “But my
brother had a USS Enterprise model, and I
would always get it from the closet where
he hid it.

“I would play with it and I would get in
so much trouble,” Hernandez says of his
attraction to his brother’s “Star Trek” toy.
“He’d say, ‘You’re going to break the little
antenna and point of it.” But for practical
purposes, it could have been an ear of
corn.”

Hernéandez ultimately made it to space
with NASA on a 2009 flight of the Space
Shuttle Discovery to the International
Space Station.

“A Million Miles Away” is now stream-
ing on Prime Video. The movie charts
Hernéndez’s path from the farm fields of

‘A Million Miles Away’ a portrait of tenacity

And ultimately, viewers witness him
make history as the United States’ first
first-generation Mexican American astro-
naut — he was born in French Camp,
Calif., in 1962 — and the first migrant
farmworker to leave the fields for the
stars.

In an interview edited for clarity and
length, Hernandez and the Mexican film-
maker Marquez Abella talk about his life,
the movie and the importance of family in
making this dream come true:

Orange County Register: José, what's
this experience been like, to see your life
portrayed on screen?

Hernandez: It’s kind of surreal in the
sense that when I first started this whole
journey of becoming an astronaut, I prom-
ise you my goal was not to have a movie
made about me. It was purely for selfish
reasons. I wanted to go out in space. I
wanted to be like astronaut Gene Cernan

(on Apollo 17), the very last person to walk
on the moon.

As soon as I got selected, I noticed a lot
of attention was given to me because I was
a former migrant farmworker that turned
astronaut, and I guess it was a feel-good
story. And I noticed I became an instant
role model. I embraced it because I took it
like a superpower. I said, ‘Hey, I can use
this for good and inspire kids to reach
their maximum potential. To dream big.’
After I left NASA, I started giving motiv-
ational talks and writing books. It’s after
that that the studios came calling.

Alejandra, what made you want to tell
José’s story? Were you familiar with it
from when he went to space in 2009?

Marquez Abella: It was a story that was
impossible to escape, because it’s just such
an amazing story. I think the thing that
captured me the most was the idea that it
is not despite your origins that you be-
come who you want to, it is because of

portrayed that and showed that very clear-
ly and succinctly in the movie. I sort of say
let this be a lesson to everybody who has a
goal in mind. Don’t be afraid to share what
your dreams, your ambitions, your goals
are with the people that you’re around.
Because they’re the ones who are going to
provide the most support for you to be
able to achieve this goal.

This is a classic case of, it takes a vil-
lage. It’s everything from my wife helping
me at pivotal points. The fact that my
parents decided to stay in one place, heed
the advice of Miss Young, my second
grade teacher. That the fact that my boss,
knowing he would lose me as one of his
employees, appointed me to that Russian
job because he wanted to help me.

So that’s why it’s important to share
these things, because if I do not share that
with them, they wouldn’t have been able to
help my path towards my goal of becom-
ing an astronaut.

By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press

If ever there was an inspirational story about reaching
for the stars, it’s “A Million Miles Away,” the real-life
journey of a how a boy who grew up as a migrant farm-
worker became a NASA astronaut.

It starts in the corn fields of Michoacan, Mexico, as
José Hernandez looks up into the sky in wonder, and it
ends two hours later with him 200 miles above the Earth
in the International Space Station.

“Tell me something,” his cousin tells him. “Who better
than a migrant? Somebody who knows what it’s like to
dive into the unknown. Who better than that?”

Biopics with outsized heroes can lay it on thick, but “A
Million Miles Away” manages to keep its hero’s feet firm
ly on earth before his space shot, largely thanks to star
Michael Pena as Hernadndez and Rosa Salazar as his wife.
They keep their characters’ humanity even as the sound-
track and visuals blast off.

Screenwriters Bettina Gilois, Hernan Jiménez and
Alejandra Marquez Abella — who base their story on
Hernandez’s memoir — tell a linear story of a gifted
young man who is helped along the way by a teacher, his
parents and his extended family. He is rejected so many
times from NASA that he keeps their letters in a folder.

Everyone sacrifices for Hernandez to eventually be-
come a mission specialist: His parents stop moving from
field to field and lose their home, his wife delays her
dreams of opening a restaurant and Hernandez himself

misses the birth of a child and spends endless hours away
preparing. As an engineer, he is mistaken for a janitor on
his first day at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory.

“A Million Miles Away” is wisely more about one man’s
obsession and nicely touches on topics like racism, assi-
milation, deferred dreams, family guilt and dedication.
“Tenacity is a superpower,” he is told, and that’s a pretty
great lesson amid all these superhero flicks.

Abella directs with assurance, and there are some truly
elegant touches, like when a box of paperwork dissolves
to become a box of field crops or when the camera cap-
tures Hernandez as a boy in the family car and then
seamlessly shows him all grown up in a car.

But the director also threatens to lay it on thick, like
adding the image of a Monarch butterfly floating in the
space shuttle — a symbol from the film’s first frames but
one that feels labored by the time zero-gravity has been
reached. We've already had a shot of farmworkers gazing
up in their field as his shuttle streaks heavenward.

Better are the scenes in which Hernédndez tries to make
himself typical NASA material, like trading in his Impala
for something more suburban, eating sandwiches at work
— not enchiladas — and giving up blasting Mexican mu-
sic for Rick Astley. “I think you’re trying to forget who
you are,” he is told.

There is a scene later with no dialogue that soars be-
cause we’ve watched Hernandez persist for so long: See-
ing him drive through the NASA headquarters front gate
with a Los Tigres del Norte song blaring from his truck.

PRIVE/AP

Michael Pena plays migrant-turned-astronaut
José Hernandez in the “A Million Miles Away” biopic.

Pefa almost underplays his hero — a smart move and
nicely done — but Salazar threatens to steal the film com-
pletely as a strong, loving, stressed-out mother and wife.
“We grew up watching our people make sacrifices. It’s on
us now,” she says.

Toward the end, he shows up at her restaurant in one of
those coveted astronaut coveralls for the first time after
being chosen to fly to space and is promptly sent to the
kitchen. They are a dishwasher down, after all, and he
needs to put in a shift, NASA or not. That perfectly cap-
tures this sweet, loving and worthwhile portrait of a fam-
ily’s grit.

“A Million Miles Away” is rated PG for thematic elements and language. Running time:
120 minutes. Now available on Amazon Prime Video.
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Branagh’s best
Christie film yet

Rueful ‘Haunting in Venice’ explores ways we process death
with incredible craftsmanship and stylistic experimentation

By KaTie WALSH
Tribune News Service
eard this one before? A detec-
tive, a mystery writer and a
medium walk into a Hallo-
ween party — who’ll come out
the winner? The rest of the party include a
soprano, a doctor, a nun, a chef, a body-
guard and a very serious little boy. This is
the setup for Kenneth Branagh’s “A
Haunting in Venice,” loosely based on
Agatha Christie’s 1969 novel “Hallowe’en
Party.” It’s Branagh’s third outing as the
prodigiously mustachioed Belgian detec-
tive Hercule Poirot, in the trilogy of Chris-
tie adaptations he also directs.

It’s 1947, 10 years after “Death on the
Nile,” and Poirot has sunk into an easy
retirement in Venice, Italy, with a body-
guard (Riccardo Scamarcio), a former
policeman, to shoo away the locals clam-
oring for his detecting skills. There’s only
one person who can get past his guard,
and that’s the fast-talking authoress
Ariadne Oliver (Tina Fey, in full gal Fri-
day mode), who talks him into attending a
seance after a children’s Halloween party.

The host is the soprano, Rowena Drake
(Kelly Reilly), mourning the loss of her
daughter Alicia (Rowan Robinson), who
plunged to her watery death in the canal
just one year ago. She has invited a medi-
um, a Mrs. Reynolds (Michelle Yeoh) to
contact her daughter at this event.
Ariadne has brought Poirot to debunk the
medium, Poirot has brought his body-
guard and also in attendance are the ner-
vous Dr. Ferrier (Jamie Dornan) and his
son Leopold (Jude Hill), the nun-turned-
housekeeper Olga (Camille Cottin) and
Alicia’s former fiance, Maxime (Kyle

Allen), a hotheaded chef.

As is customary in a Poirot mystery, a
dead body turns up and the detective
confines everyone in the house in order to
come up with a rational explanation,
which is scoffed at in this spiritualist set-
ting.

Poirot may be all business, but Bra-
nagh’s approach to the film’s style here is
wildly daring. Though Venice initially
presents a lovely neo-realist scene, with
teal canal waters and charming bridges,
inside Rowena’s home, “A Haunting in
Venice” is a decidedly waterlogged affair,
a queer and queasy acid-laced Hammer
horror film, Gothic scene. Aquamarine
wallpaper stretches endlessly across walls
and ceilings, giving the sense that every-
thing is underwater. Wide-angle lenses
stretch into fish-eye views, and there isn’t
a high, low or Dutch angle that Branagh
and cinematographer Haris Zambarloukos
don’t exploit.

It’s a vertiginous and intoxicating aes-
thetic, evoking the eerie, uncanny quality
of the setting, never looking anyone right
in the eye, but it is also distancing and
agitating. Lucy Donaldson’s edit is jagged,
jumpy and erratic, resisting an easy
rhythm. Of course, as in all Poirot myster-
ies, there is a reason for everything, and
all will be revealed.

Sorrow itself seems to drip down these
walls, as “A Haunting in Venice” becomes
a reckoning with what it means to be in
such close relationship to death. Screen-
writer Michael Green has transposed
“Hallowe’en Party” from an English vil-
lage to the iconic Italian city, just two
years after the end of World War I1. The
quotidian rhythms of life are fragile, tenta-

2071H CENTURY STUDIOS/TNS

Tina Fey, Michelle Yeoh and Kenneth Branagh in “A Haunting in Venice.” In the film,
Ariadne (Fey) asks Detective Poirot (Branagh) to debunk psychic Mrs. Reynolds (Yeoh).

tive. Death looms like a specter in all of
their histories, not just Rowena’s.

Poirot’s wartime backstory, explained in
“Death on the Nile,” drives his fastidious
musings; it satisfies him to put everything
in its place after experiencing bloody
chaos in the trenches. Mrs. Reynolds
knows it all too well, having been a war-
time nurse, and she eyeballs Poirot know-
ingly, informing him that they’re not so
different after all, that they share the same
burden as psychic and detective, to be the
one person that people go to for answers
after a loved one dies.

Dr. Ferrier is also a veteran, ridden with
“war neurosis” or “battle fatigue”: He’s
haunted by the sights he saw liberating
the concentration camps. Mrs. Reynolds’
assistant Desdemona (Emma Laird) hid in
the Hungarian forest; now she dreams
only of the utopia that is Missouri, having
watched half of “Meet Me in St. Louis”
thanks to the liberating American GIs.

Everyone there has been touched in-

timately by death and trauma, and they
are all seeking answers or solace. Maxime
scoffs that people need to make sense of
things with their stories, side-eyeing
Ariadne, and he’s right. “Scary stories
make life less scary,” Ariadne whispers
during the Halloween shadow puppet
show, Branagh'’s self-reflective tip of the
hat to the horror genre.

“A Haunting in Venice” is the most
rueful and melancholy of Branagh’s Chris-
tie movies — it’s not so much a romp as it
is a dizzying roller-coaster ride — and also
possibly his best, with incredible craft-
smanship and stylistic experimentation
animating complex emotions. Stories,
spiritualists or sleuths, we all need a way
to process death. Not everyone will find
their St. Louis, but one thing’s for certain,
Poirot will find justice, or at least the
truth.

“A Haunting in Venice” is rated PG-13 for some strong violence,
disturbing images and thematic elements. Running time: 103
minutes. Now playing in select AAFES theaters.

In 3rd ‘My Big Fat Greek Wedding,” gang travels to Greece

By Curis HEwITT
Star Tribune

There’s another round of delicious-looking food, affec-
tionate ethnic humor and family dysfunction in “My Big

Fat Greek Wedding 3.”

Toula (writer Nia Vardalos) and Ian (John Corbett) are
still married, even though the title makes it sound like she
dumped him and has accumulated two more husbands
since the first movie in 2002. (We’re supposed to ignore

— much to do. In her stead, there are two MVPs: One is
the island of Corfu, which seems guaranteed to experi-
ence a tourist uptick as a result of the many picturesque
villages and sunny beaches (one of them nude) depicted.
The other is Andrea Martin, returning as Toula’s Aunt
Voula, who introduces herself to strangers by saying, “I
will be your favorite,” and who is right. It’s a broad per-
formance, but the versatile Martin invests bulldozerish
Voula with a heart as big as her opinion of herself. And

the short-lived 2003 TV series “My Big Fat Greek Life,”
in which Vardalos’ renamed character literally did have a
different husband.)

In “3,” the Portokaloses visit Greece for a family re-
union and to give Toula’s late father’s journal to his child-
hood friends from the old country. For the first 45 min-
utes of “3,” they encounter problems — the island they’re
visiting has fallen on hard times; their college-age daugh-
ter has a secret; there’s discord about what to do with
Dad’s ashes — and, in the remaining 45 minutes, they
solve all of them.

It’s a genial, somewhat bland comedy that plays more
like a collection of choppy bits than a movie with a begin-
ning, middle and end. The extremely short scenes often
don’t connect to one another but amount to a bunch of

Focus FEATURES/TNS

Toula (Nia Vardalos) and lan (John Corbett) take the family
to Greece to give her late dad’s journal to his childhood
friends in “My Big Fat Greek Wedding 3.”

running gags, a few of which are amusing. Meanwhile,
“3” raises weighty issues — the memory disease of Tou-
la’s mom and some odd family dynamics — that it has no
intention of grappling with.

0Oddly, Vardalos doesn’t give the star — that is, herself

she is given most of the best Greek self-owns, such as this
one about their problem-solving: “We yell and scream.
We find a solution together, using threats and grief.”
Stereotypical? Sure, but it’s hard to imagine anyone being
offended.

A big part of the “Big Fat Greek” movies’ continuing
appeal is the relatability of that last quotation. Plenty of
people who aren’t Greek can relate to that rowdy senti-
ment, and to the idea that elaborate meals go a long way
toward smoothing over family disagreements.

Baklava heals all wounds in “My Big Fat Greek Wed-
ding 3” — and washing it down with multiple glugs of
retsina wine doesn’t hurt, either.

“My Big Fat Greek Wedding 3” is rated PG-13 (for suggestive material and some
nudity. Running time: 91 minutes. Now playing in select AAFES theaters.
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Netflix photos
Nami (Emily Rudd), Roronoa Zoro (Mackenyu), Monkey D. Luffy (Iiaki Godoy), Kaya (Celeste Loots) and Usopp (Jacob Romero Gibson) in “One Piece.”

‘One Piece’ more for the anime franchise

What to know about the long-running manga series that’s been turned into an Americanized, live-action Netflix show

By HERB SCRIBNER
The Washington Post
orget “Pirates of the Caribbean,” “Game of
Thrones” and umpteen-dozen Marvel movies.
Netflix has launched a show based on one of the
world’s most popular fantasy-adventure fran-
chises, and many Americans have never heard of it.

“One Piece,” a proudly goofy manga series about mag-
ical pirates hunting treasure under the nose of an oppres-
sive world government, has sold millions of comics since
it debuted in Japan in the mid-1990s. It has inspired doz-
ens of animated movies, a defunct theme park and a TV
anime series that’s been running for a quarter century.
But the new Netflix show marks the first time that the
hat-wearing birds, magical fruit and rubber-boned pro-
tagonist of “One Piece” will appear in an American series
— and a live-action one to boot.

Here’s a breakdown of the “One Piece” universe — its
characters, its stories and its legions of international fans:

‘One Piece’ is about pirates,

authoritarianism and magic treasure

Since it debuted in 1997, the weekly comic series and its
many adaptations have centered on Luffy (pronounced
like “goofy”), a young boy who seeks a vaguely defined
treasure called the “One Piece” that will turn him into a
pirate king.

Spoiler: The treasure still hasn’t been found or even
seen a quarter century into the franchise, but the story-
line has grown to epic proportions anyway, encompassing
a bizarre and detailed world in which Luffy’s ragtag crew
of Straw Hat Pirates battle other crews and a corrupt
World Government.

There are weird superpowers, too, conferred by eating
magical fruit. Luffy can stretch his entire body like rub-
ber. His ship’s doctor is a former reindeer that gained
superintelligence.

The franchise is massively popular —
just not in the U.S.

“One Piece” has ballooned into a global mega-franchise
in Asia and other parts of the world. Since it debuted in
the Japanese manga magazine Weekly Shonen Jump in
1997, the franchise has released 10S volumes of stories
and has sold more than 516 million copies of its books
across the globe, according to Netflix.

The comics inspired a Japanese-language animated
series in 1999 that still runs after more than 1,000 epi-
sodes.

i,
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Luffy and Nami on board their pirate ship.

There are more than a dozen animated movies in the
franchise, too, including the 2022 film “One Piece Film:
Red” — which outsold “Top Gun: Maverick” in Japan.
There are 40 video game titles set in the world, with some
One Piece characters appearing in other game franchises,
too, according to Netflix.

“One Piece” even had a theme park. The One Piece
Towers featured attractions such as Zoro’s Soul of Edge,
where gamers slashed cannons on a screen like the
sword-wielding hero Roronoa Zoro, or a casino game
centered on the thief Nami. The park closed after the
pandemic hit in 2020.

But for all that, “One Piece” has remained relatively
obscure among Americans, even after manga and anime
projects such as “Pokémon” and “Attack on Titan”
proved that Japanese series could attract large U.S. au-
diences.

Netflix hopes to change that. The streaming giant or-
dered an Americanized, live-action version of “One
Piece” in 2020 as part of an effort to expand its cross-
border appeal, which includes releasing two original
anime series, “Aggretsuko” and “Castlevania,” as well as
the hit Korean-produced show “Squid Game.”

Other anime adaptations have hombed

While a cartoon about magical pirates might not be an
obvious choice for a live-action epic, early reviews have
been relatively positive, with critics praising the series’
cast and visual effects. Rolling Stone’s Alan Sepinwall

wrote that the series is “incredibly faithful to the early
stages of the anime” even if it feels bloated at times. A
USA Today reviewer said that even though there is a lot
to take in, the story doesn’t go over the top and is well
paced. However, the New York Times’ Mike Hale opined
that the show fails to “capture the corny, goofy spirit of
the anime.”

But animes and mangas have proved notoriously diffi-
cult to translate into a live-action format. Netflix’s adapta-
tion of the sci-fi series “Cowboy Bebop” was canceled less
than one month after it debuted in 2021. The streamer’s
“Death Note,” a film loosely based on a manga about a
teen who finds a notebook that has the power to kill peo-
ple, was widely panned by critics in 2017. Paramount’s
live-action adaptation of the cyberpunk franchise “Ghost
in the Shell” bombed the same year.

One crucial supporter of the new show is Eiichiro Oda,
the manga artist who created “One Piece” and has long
wanted to see it turned into a live-action series. Oda told
the New York Times that Netflix let him read scripts,
offer notes and give final approval for the series, which he
believes will work for Western audiences.

“The most important thing is whether the actors can
reproduce the characters in a way that will satisfy the
people who read the manga,” he told the Times. “I think
we did it well, so I hope audiences will accept it.”

Can | read the original series and watch
the other adaptations in English?

The first episode is titled “Romance Dawn,” which is
the same name as the comic strip’s first volume. The
trailers suggest the series will follow major events of the
story even though Oda said it doesn’t re-create the manga
scene for scene. The show stars Inaki Godoy as Luffy,
Mackenyu as the swordsman Roronoa Zoro, Emily Rudd
as the thief Nami and Jacob Romero Gibson as the ad-
venturer Usopp.

If you’re curious about the very, very wide world of
“One Piece” lore that already exists, you can view a lot of
it even if you don’t know Japanese. Ten seasons of the
animated “One Piece” show are available on Hulu so far,
with options for subtitles as well as an English-dubbed
version. The “One Piece” animated movies can be found
on the anime streaming site Crunchyroll.

Since English translations of the series are difficult to
come by, you can get a sense of their sweeping story arcs
on the One Piece wiki page or the fan site OPFan-
Page.com.
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Staying true to the
‘One Piece’ universe

Crew behind the Netflix series explain the wires, stunts
and more used to convert combat scenes to live action

By ALEXANDRA DEL RosARIO
Los Angeles Times

n Eiichiro Oda’s wildly imaginative, charmingly goofy and
sprawling world of “One Piece,” combat is about more than
just beating enemies to a pulp.

For the Straw Hat pirates — the rookie crew at the center
of the manga series-turned-anime — heated moments with the
corrupt World Government or big wig pirates are chances to use
their powers toward grand ambitions.

Monkey D. Luffy whips out elastic attacks and battle stances
(“gears”) to liberate long-oppressed communities across the seas
and skies to become King of the Pirates. Sharpshooter Usopp tests
out wacky slingshot ammo against daunting enemies like fishmen
and man-eating plants to prove himself a brave warrior.

Fights are often whimsical but also the rewarding culmination
of tear-jerking backstories and intricately planned world-building.
Since the “One Piece” manga first released in 1997, Oda’s syn-
thesis of action and emotion have endeared and awed generations
of loyal fans. Now, the live-action series on Netflix tries to repli-
cate some of the battles. The series was written by Matt Owens
and Steven Maeda, who also serve as showrunners and executive
producers. (Oda is also an executive producer, along with Marty

Adelstein and Becky Clements.)

“[‘One Piece’] is one of those things so many people have in-
vested so much of their life into,” said visual effects supervisor
Victor Scalise. “We want to make sure that the fans are going to
say, ‘OK, you guys tried to stay true to the universe as much as

)

you can.

Whether it was the sweeping courtyard scene that introduces
the first Straw Hats or the chaos of a disembodied clown, the vi-
sual effects and stunt teams behind Netflix’s live-action series
worked closely to adapt the spirit of “One Piece” combat. Here’s
how two of the essential Straw Hat fight scenes came together:

The (soon-to-he) Straw Hats
vs. Capt. ‘Axe-Hand’ Morgan

A near five-minute stretch of high-ener-
gy acrobatics and over-the-top swordplay,
the sandy courtyard fight in Episode 1 sets
the tone in more ways than one.

“We wanted to land for the audience
that we weren’t pulling back on the ac-
tion,” said Marc Jobst, who directed the
episode. “Actually, we were going to go
into it big time, and we were going to give
it a different feel.”

After stealing the coveted map to the
Grand Line, Luffy (Inaki Godoy) and Na-
mi (Emily Rudd) crash-land into a cour-
tyard where a swarm of Capt. “Axe-Hand”
Morgan’s (Langley Kirkwood) subordi-
nates rush to capture them. For Jobst, this
marks the start of a three-act arc that
introduces the Straw Hats’ styles and
brings them together as a team — whether
they like it or not.

The courtyard scene was filmed over
four days in 90-degree heat on a dirt lot in
South Africa, said stunt coordinator Franz
Spilhaus. The setup included at least 40
stunt performers in Marine uniforms,

wires, rigs and a camera operator closely
tracking punches and kicks.

“It was a very big dance ... like a ballet,”
Spilhaus said. Between Luffy barely mis-
sing a Marine’s sword or Nami lifting her
bo staff in time to take out two foes at
once, the courtyard scene has similar
timing and rhythm of a dance.

Jobst said it was essential for the stars
to be physically strong and present in
most of the combat scenes so that they
wouldn’t have to rely as heavily on stunt
doubles and visual effects. Godoy, Rudd
and Zoro actor Mackenyu each came to
the project with different degrees of phys-
ical abilities but underwent additional
training to suit their characters’ needs.

“We didn’t want to always bring [Luf-
fy’s] rubber skills out. We wanted to make
[Godoy] feel like he’s rubber by doing
gymnastics, so you still get this emotional
feeling of this guy who can just dance
around wherever he wants,” Spilhaus
added.

Just when Nami and Luffy are strug-
gling to hold their own, Zoro takes out
Marines by sliding on his knees and
swinging two katanas. It’s a moment that
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Netflix photos

Mark Jobst, who directed the first episode of the “One Piece” live-action series, said it
was essential for the stars to be physically strong and present in most of the combat
scenes so that they wouldn’t have to rely as heavily on stunt doubles and visual effects.

It took “One Piece” crew and vendors
more than a year to perfect Monkey D.
Luffy (Inaki Godoy)’s “gum-gum” abilities.

leans into the camp of anime moves, and
Spilhaus said the entrance was inspired by
similar stunts from the 2022 Indian action
film “Shamshera,” on which he served as
action director.

In the second half of the courtyard
scene, Luffy and Zoro’s abilities are front
and center. They perform their signature
moves, seemingly ripped from pages of
the manga. It required months of prep-
aration and a close rapport between the
stunts and visual effects teams.

Re-creating Zoro’s iconic three-sword
style — where he wields a third blade in
his mouth — also required the guidance
and expertise of Koji Kawamoto. The
katana specialist said that Mackenyu (who
is the son of late martial arts star and “Kill
Bill” actor Sonny Chiba) worked his way
from wielding one, to two, to three kata-
nas. Each blade had its own choreography,
Kawamoto said. Behind the scenes, Zoro’s
mouth katana had a lightweight handle
and a thin wire tipped with a blue Nerf
foam bullet.

“If the katana is too heavy, it will wob-
ble, and it might be a little bit dangerous,”
Kawamoto said. “We had the CG team
work their magic on that.”

For the “gum-gum” abilities Luffy
gained from eating a rare power-granting
Devil Fruit, which help his body stretch
like rubber, it took Scalise, visual effects
producer Scott Ramsey and their various
vendors more than a year to perfect. “It’s
a signature effect in all of the show, so it
had to be right,” Ramsey said.

At first, Luffy’s gum-gum movements
were too solid and stiff to belong to a rub-
ber human, Scalise said. After months of
experimenting, Luffy’s elastic limbs start-
ed to come together when artists from
FrameStore, a visual effects vendor, add-
ed more bend, weight and movement to a
three-dimensional model, Scalise said.

Fake limbs, wire work and a mechanism to
help actor Jeff Ward float were used to
convey Buggy’s disassembled body parts.

The Straw Hats vs.
Buggy the Clown’s body parts

Like the budding Straw Hat crew, the
“One Piece” team found victory and confi-
dence in the Shells Town courtyard. Then
came Buggy the Clown.

Self-centered, sadistic and, unlike most
normal circus clowns, Buggy (Jeff Ward)
is also a Devil Fruit eater whose power
allows him to disassemble and reassemble
body parts on command.

To capture the chaotic tornado of Bug-
gy’s body parts in the big circus tent fight
in Episode 2, “One Piece” relied on fake
limbs on sticks, wire work, a mechanism
that would help Ward float and a sleeve
used to mimic a disembodied hand.

“It was really important to sell that [the
limbs were] coming from all directions —
different heights and different places, so it
didn’t feel like all we’ve done is dress
somebody up in a green suit,” Jobst said.

The physicality and effect of Buggy’s
attacks were necessary to make the scene
work, he added. They had the limbs on a
stick hit Godoy, and Rudd also struck
rogue prop limbs with her staff.

“If you don’t get those things right, it
looks ... cheap, so it was really important
we got the physicality,” Jobst said.

From the visual effects side, Scalise said
Buggy’s combat needed pages of docu-
ments tracking limb placements, a con-
vincing physical performance from Ward
and a little bit of sneakiness. He said that
the episode features discreet duplicates of
certain body parts — like calves and shins.

Scalise also said that the team worked to
add personality to Buggy’s body parts. As
Buggy became more sadistic, his limbs
fought more aggressively.

“There’s a lot of planned chaos that we
put into the parts to help enhance the
scene,” he said.
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Pickleball pointers for physical fitness

Physician explains the most common injuries from this increasingly popular pastime, offers advice to reduce risk

By JorpAN D. METZL
Special to The Washington Post

s more people pick up the

paddle, pickleball injuries

are becoming an increas-

ingly common sight — both
in emergency rooms and in sports
medicine offices. Jordan D. Metzl, a
sports medicine physician at Hospi-
tal for Special Surgery in New York,
offers pointers for folks diving into
this relatively new and very popular
pastime.

Metzl: I’ve seen more injuries
from pickleball than walking and
swimming. But that shouldn’t deter
anyone from playing. The benefits —
moving, having fun, building a com-
munity — far outweigh the risks.

So what should players watch out
for? In pickleball, we see repetitive-
use injuries, especially in the wrist
and elbow, and sudden injuries from
quick ballistic movements. Injuries
commonly occur when lunging for-
ward for a low shot, which can cause
straining to a calf or hamstring.

Here’s what to know about com-
mon injuries from pickleball and
how to treat them:

How to treat common pickleball injuries

Calf strain: Also known as “tennis leg,” a calf strain is
often described by patients as feeling like being kicked in
the calf. It commonly occurs when lunging forward for a
low shot. Once you hobble off the court, check with your
doctor to make sure this is a calf strain, which heals with-
out surgery, and not an Achilles rupture, which is more
serious. The age-old adage of RICE (rest, ice, compres-
sion and elevation) to treat injuries has been updated to
MICE (movement, ice, compression and elevation) in the
first 24-48 hours after injury. Although there’s some con-
troversy about the use of ice with acute injuries, it does
reduce pain, so I tell my patients to ice the sore muscle
for five to 10 minutes. Once you’re through the initial
stages, ice doesn’t seem to help as much, but gradual
movement and compression do. Depending on severity,
calf strains can take anywhere from one to four months to
heal.

Hamstring strain: This usually also occurs when lung-
ing forward for a low shot, but it takes longer to heal than
a calf strain. The treatment depends on the location of the
injury. The top of the hamstring where the tendon comes
off the ischial tuberosity (sit bone) takes months to heal,
while an injury in the middle of the muscle can heal in
weeks. In all cases, some gentle movement like riding a
stationary bike and starting a graduated strength pro-
gram can help speed healing.

Wrist injury: These occur with pickleball due to the
twisting of the wrist, similar to Ping-Pong. The most com-
mon injuries are tendinitis in the wrist, best treated ini-
tially with a wrist splint and rest for a couple of weeks. If
the pain persists, get it checked out.
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Elbow injury: Pain around the elbow (commonly
known as tennis elbow) is less common in pickleball than
in tennis, but it can still happen. This is generally tendin-
itis on the outside part of the elbow and is best treated
with backing off playing for a week or two. A physical
therapist can prescribe wrist and forearm stretches.

Achilles’ tendon rupture: This is among the more seri-
ous type of pickleball injuries. Tendons, which connect
muscles to bones, are difficult to heal because they have a
poor blood supply. This injury is often treated with sur-
gery, followed by physical therapy. It can take months or
even a year to heal.

How to prevent pickleball injuries

With pickleball, the key to staying on the court and not
in physical therapy is recognizing the warning signs.
Small muscle cramps often precede a more serious in-
jury, as does an overall sense of fatigue. If this is happen-

ing to you, back off for a bit and rest until you feel ready.

Before starting a game, do dynamic warmups — like
jogging in place, jumping jacks, walking lunges and air
squats. Stronger and more pliable muscles mean fewer
injuries. In addition to warming up the body, I have my
patients bring their foam roller or massage gun to the
pickleball court and use it before they play.

Prioritize strength training: I prescribe strength train-
ing for all of my patients, from 10-year-olds to 80-year-
olds. But this is especially important for aging players. As
we age, our muscles get weaker. For this reason, a quick
lunge to the left to get a shot in a 20-year-old player may
go unnoticed, while the same shot in a 60-year-old can
result in a two-month injury from tearing a calf muscle.

Getting out to play pickleball is great for one’s health.
To make pickleball as safe as possible, it’s important to
understand your body’s limits and to employ strategies to
keep yourself from getting injured.
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Leashing the

costs of pet
ownership

Consider this money-saving advice
before getting yourself a dog or cat

By ADRIANA MORGA
Associated Press
ets provide joy and companionship, but costs
can add up quickly, especially if you're a
first-time owner and don’t know what to
expect.

Many prospective dog or cat owners focus only on
the positive aspects of bringing a furry friend into their
lives. And there are countless reasons why pets are
great. But it’s also important to have realistic expecta-
tions so you don’t face sudden expenses that could hurt
your financial stability.

“It’s important to be able to choose a pet that is go-
ing to fit your budget and your lifestyle the best,” said
Dr. Wendy Hauser, a veterinarian who founded her
own consulting company.

When Melissa Chavez decided to get a toy poodle
named Milo in the summer of 2020, she had an idea of
the costs but was surprised by how fast they added up.
Like many others during the pandemic, she saw her
stay-at-home schedule as a perfect opportunity to get a
puppy.

“I’ve never had any dogs before, so I think every-
thing was a learning opportunity for me,” Chavez said.
If you are considering getting a pet, or looking for

ways to cut costs, here are some things to consider:

Research bhasic costs for your pet

Initial costs for a dog or cat go beyond the fee to
adopt or buy them.

First, you need to visit a veterinarian to do vaccina-
tions or a routine wellness check, which can cost
around $200 to $300. Once you get pets home, they
need a bed, food, leashes and harnesses and grooming
supplies, among other things. While these items are
fairly inexpensive individually, they can quickly add
up.

On average, you can expect to spend $1,400 a year
for a dog and $1,200 for a cat, according to Kerry
O’Hara, chief insights officer at APPA, the American
Pet Products Association, a trade group.

Knowing how much you will initially need to spend
when you get a pet will help you budget.

If you want to know know which items are a must,
the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals offers dog and cat supply checklist for first-
time pet parents.

Take a look at your lifestyle

If you are a frequent traveler, you might need to
spend some extra money on boarding.

If you don’t want to board your pet, you could take
him or her with you on vacation, but you will have to
pay for the pet’s flight and any hotel fees. If you need
to leave your house every day for work, you might also
need to invest in day care or dog walking services.
When Gelber’s children were younger, she used to
take her dogs to day care so they could be walked and
socialized. That added around $800 a month to her
expenses.

Consider the breed

Doing research on the breed of pet that you will buy
or adopt is important, not only because it will help
determine if it fits your life but also whether you can
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BeBETO MATTHEWS/AP
Melissa Chavez feeds a treat to her toy poodle, Milo,
on Aug. 24 in New York. When Chavez decided to get
a dog in the summer of 2020, she had an idea of the
costs but was surprised by how fast they added up.

afford it, Hauser said.

“An example are Maine coons, they are amazing
cats but they have a high incidence of heart disease so
you are going to have to pay for ultrasounds and car-
diac consults once or twice a year,” Hauser said.

Another example of an expensive breeds is French
bulldogs, which tend to develop many health issues,
Hauser said.

Aside from medical issues, it’s important to consider
the energy levels of the pets or if they require a specif-
ic diet that could be costly.

Prepare for the unexpected

A few months ago, Milo suffered a case of pancreat-
itis and Chavez had to pay thousands of dollars in the
emergency room, which affected her budget for a
while.

“I had to limit myself. I was just staying home and
telling my friends ‘I’m sorry, I just spent almost $3,000
on my dog, I cannot go out to eat,” she said.

While it’s impossible to know what the future will
bring, Hauser says that there are some things pet
parents can do to limit the possibility of health issues.
The main one is consistently taking your pet for well-
ness checks.

“We would much rather detect diseases early and
manage them and have the pet live a longer, better
quality life than to put out a fire,” Hauser said. Two
important things to keep track of are dental care and
weight, she added.

Pet owners can also get health insurance, though
some feel it’s not worth the cost. Chavez’s recent emer-
gency bill made her second guess her decision to not
get pet insurance for Milo.

Whether you have pet insurance or not, it’s good to
have some savings in case you need to pay for an un-
expected vet visit.

Look for ways to cut costs

Chavez recommends that other new pet owners not
get impulsive about buying everything they see online.
“Don’t get influenced to get things that you might

not need because it will add up,” Chavez said.

To save some money, she joined Facebook groups in
her area where people give out pet items for free.
She’s gotten things like a pet carrier but also sold or
gifted things that she ended up not needing, like a car
seat for her dog.

You can cut some day care costs by asking family
members or friends to take care of your pet.

THE MEAT AND ‘
POTATOES OF LIFE ¢

Lisa Smith Molinari

Parents: Be aware of, but
don’t use, the teens’ lingo

Read any parenting book today, and it will likely recom-
mend that, “communication is key” in building a relationship
with one’s teenagers. It’s great advice, but what if you and
your teens don’t speak the same language?

Consider this: Your daughter walks into the kitchen, looks
at your outfit and says, “Yo Mamma, you bussin,’ no cap.
Slay, Queen!” Should you feel insulted? You overhear your
son say into his phone, “Dawg, shahti been livin’ rent-free in
my head. Perioduh.” Should you be concerned?

I would’ve loved to have had an interpreter when my kids
were teenagers, but instead, I bumbled through parenting by
the seat of my pants, being ridiculed by my offspring when I
used old-timey phrases such as “For Criminy’s sake!” and
“What in the H-E-double hockey sticks?”” Now that my three
children are in their 20s, they still make fun of me, but I've
managed to learn a bit despite the parenting challenges.

Comparatively, child-rearing was a cakewalk for my par-
ents, who gave my brother and me free rein to roam the
neighborhood while they smoked Pall Mall cigarettes and
drank vodka gimlets. Other than awkward talks about the
“birds and the bees,” our parents lived on easy street.

With the only means of distance communication anchored
to the kitchen wall by a tangled spiral cord, and the nearest
source of information located in the Encyclopedia Britanni-
cas in the rumpus room, slang terms took much longer to
stick. The slower pace gave our parents plenty of time to
master the meaning of colloquialisms such as “Gag me with
a spoon,” “Like, totally” and “No big whoop.”

Like my parents, I didn’t grow up with the internet, but
unlike my parents, I've been forced to raise children during
the internet era, when social media and 24/7 online commu-
nication have fostered the rapid development of slang terms.

Prior to the internet, words such as “cloud,” “tablet,”
“scroll,” “footprint,” “follow” and “fire” were used to tell the
story of Moses’ trek to the burning bush. “Swipe,” “tag,”
“pin,” “poke” and “troll” might have been used to report a
street fight with a man living under a bridge. And “spam”
was (and still is) a brand of strangely delicious yet visually
revolting canned pork product.

However, in today’s world, a viral tweet could change our
vocabulary in an instant. It’s almost impossible to keep up,
but by learning a few Millennial and Gen Z terms, you’ll
avoid becoming as obsolete as the phrase, “Zounds! Thine
wench quoth pure tommyrot and ’tis but a blatherskite!”

As counterintuitive as it seems, words that mean “good” to
today’s youth include “sick,” “dank,” “bad,” “hella cool,”
“lit,” “dope,” “bussin,” “trill,” “savage” and “fire.” Likewise,
“phat,” “thick,” “ride or die,” “fam,” “on fleek,” “snatched,”
“represent” and the ultimate compliment, “G.0.A.T.”
(Greatest of All Time), are terms with positive sentiments.

On the other hand, descriptors that imply bad character
include “shady,” “poser,” “salty,” “bougie,” “thirsty,” “ghost-
ing,” “diss,” “suss,” “extra,” “random,” “ratchet” and “out of
pocket.” Proceed with caution when overhearing confronta-
tional expressions such as “don’t @ me,” “wig snatch,” “spill
the tea,” “put on blast,” “talk to the hand,” “bruh, seriously,”
“throwing shade” and “bye, Felicia!”

Parents should “chill” when their children utter harmless
words of positive affirmation such as “yaaaaas,” “bet,” “I'm
down,” “no cap,” “slay, queen” and “hundo p.” However,
Mom and Dad may suspect “sussery” if their teens speak of
“getting turnt” after the football game or “kickin’ it with bae”
on Saturday night.

No matter what terms your children use — take it from me
— it’s never a good idea for Mom to adopt her kids’ slang in
an attempt to bond with them. Unless she wants her children
to post an embarrassing recording of her on TikTok with the
caption, “I'm dead!” which, I've learned the hard way,
means, “My mom is hilarious!”

Read more at themeatandpotatoesoflife.com and in Lisa’s book, “The Meat and Potatoes of
Life: My True Lit Com.” Email: meatandpotatoesoflife@gmail.com
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COMPUTER GAMES
BY DYLAN SCHIFF / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

Dylan Schiff is a middle-school science teacher in Delaware whose extracurricular activities include cooking, bowling,
watching game shows and editing Sporcle quizzes. This is his third crossword for The Times (and first Sunday). Dylan
writes, “My students and fellow faculty members still can’t get over the fact that real-life people — let alone someone

they know — design crosswords!” — W. S.
ACROSS 47 Comedian Margaret 90 Henry VI founded it 4 Snapped out of it
1C.E.O.’s deg. 48 A.AA. service in 1440 5 Sound heard at the
4 Perch for a mountain 49 What you get as you 91 “*Achoo!”” inducer start of every MGM
goat grow older, it’s said 92 Excel offering . . . movie
50 It ain’t just a river in as represented in 6 Grammy winner
8 Airplane seating area Egypt! 29-Across DiFranco
13 45s and LPs 51 Impatient agreement 95 Entree often served 7 Alternatives to tablets
18 Middle-earth creature 53 Fork over with onions 8 Honesty

19 First class

20 Singer whose second
album, in 2011,
topped the Billboard
chart for a record 24
weeks

21 Hindu scripture on
meditation

22 Derby, for one

24 Writer Zora
Hurston

25 Biblical name that
means ‘‘one who
struggles with God”’

26 Last-minute bidder
on eBay

27 Fish-and-chips fish
29 Wander around online
31 “*Quit stalling!”’

32 Clumsy sorts

34 Paris is found in it

35 Chicago neighborhood
with a namesake zoo

37 It’s a lot, for some
39 Wild guess

42 Org. with a Click-N-
Ship option

43 “*Gently, now”’

44 for Tinhorns’’
(*‘Guys and Dolls”’
number)

46 Trattoria dessert

55 Membership category

57 Cask contents

58 Pip or pit

59 Ancient manuscripts
discovered in the
Qumran Caves

62 Give up, in wrestling

64 Like medium vis-a-vis
well done, say

65 What a paper clip
may indicate online
... as represented in

22-Across

71 Jonathan Van ____ of
“‘Queer Eye””’

74 Ways of doing things,
in brief

75 Tilt

76 of the world

77 Drink whose name
derives from its
country of origin

79 Medical attendants at
boxing matches

81 Roger who wrote
““Life Itself: A
Memoir’’

83 Darling

84 Hopper car contents

85 Subject of the 2003
book ‘‘Power
Failure™’

86 Italian fashion house

87 ¢ the Roof”” (1962

hit for the Drifters)
89 Staff symbol

GUNSTON STREET

97 Pitches in

99 Big name in magic

100 It may lead to a
404 error page . . .

as represented in
35-Across

103 Class speakers, for
short

104 World’s largest
peninsula

106 Ginger of old
Hollywood

107 Relative of cream

109 Browser annoyances
... as represented in
59-Across

111Not inclined

112 Shiny balloon
material

113 Tours with?

114 Broadway actress
Phillipa

115 Like one-word
commands

116 Hawks

117House of
-Coburg and
Gotha

118 A little help around
the holidays?

DOWN

1 Eponymous
mineralogist
Friedrich

2 Waves aggressively

3 Martial artist’s stance

9 Beverage suffix

10 Antichrist figure, in
Revelation

11 Bad treatment

12 When Romeo says he
“‘saw true beauty’’
before seeing Juliet

13 Soup stock in
Japanese cuisine

14 With good sense

15 Have one’s day in
court

16 First Nations people

17 Preserve, in a way

21 Line on a spine

23 Hesiod’s ‘“Theogony’’
and ‘“Works and
Days”’

28 Neutrogena
competitor

30 Match making?

32 Bother, with “‘at”’

33 ““All right, you win”’

35 Titular love object on
old TV

36 Czech composer
Jand ek

38 Game over, so to
speak

40 Even a little

41 Bucolic bundles

45 Food-safety agcy.

46 Tony-nominated actor
Mann

48 Longtime host of
Food Network’s
*“Chopped””

15 |16 |17
N NN
[ )
\ .
40 |41
57
72 |73
78
84

49 Unionized?

50 Something that’s
hand-cut?

52 Object of a dubious
sighting

53 Closes

54 Org. opposed to fur
farming

56 ““Winning ____
everything’’

59 Preschoolers

60 Fencing option

61 Frozen-yogurt mix-in

63 French bread

105

14 |

65 Run the show

66 Organize, as a
campaign

67 Ptolemy was one,
famously

68 Listed below a
recipient, maybe

69 Torment

70 TV personality often
referring to himself
in the third person

72 Diamond theft

73 Film megastar

KIDS ARE BACK TO
SCHOOL. GAME ON.

“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and online at gunstonstreet.com.

77 Word with dollar or
bank

78 Weight

80 Handles

82 React, but just barely
83 Amazon wrappers?
86 Basic knitting stitch
87 Major in astronomy?

88 Establishments for
shampooing pooches

89 Like a low blow
91 Slow to catch on

93 Group on “‘the 11th
day of Christmas’’

118

94 Zhuzh (up)
96 Writer’s block?
98 Developed ability

100 Oktoberfest order,
casually

101 Wander about

102 “‘Big Blue’” machines
104 ____ predator

105 Since

108 ““Wonder Woman’’
star Gadot

110 Fraternal twins come
from different ones
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The story of the U.S. military’s role
in Afghanistan, as seen through
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Swift, Beyonce
reporters sought

Job postings by Gannett raises criticism, ire
amid layoffs, lack of local market coverage

By MARIA SHERMAN
AND DAvVID BAUDER
Associated Press

This week, the United States’
biggest newspaper chain posted to
its site two unusual job listings: a
Taylor Swift reporter and a
Beyoncé reporter.

Gannett, which owns more than
200 daily papers, will employ
these new hires through USA To-
day and The Tennessean, the com-
pany’s Nashville-based newspa-
per. The chain is looking for “mod-
ern storytellers” adept in print,
audio and visual journalism, said
Michael Anastasi, The Tennes-
sean’s editor and Gannett’s vice
president for local news.

“Seeing both the facts and the
fury, the Taylor Swift reporter will
identify why the pop star’s influ-
ence only expands, what her fan-
base stands for in pop culture, and
the effect she has across the music
and business worlds,” the compa-
ny said in its job description.

Similarly, the company wants a

journalist who can capture Beyon-
cé’s effect on society and the in-
dustries in which she operates.

Anastasi said the Tennessean
already has a three-person music
team and “I put our sophisticated
coverage up against anybody.”
Gannett is always looking for op-
portunities to make itself essential
for paying customers, he said.

Critics of the new roles cited
layoffs at Gannett, where the
workforce has shrunk 47% in the
past three years because of layoffs
and attrition, according to the
NewsGuild. At some newspapers,
the union said the headcount has
fallen by as much as 90%. Last
year alone, Gannett cut about 6%
of its roughly 3,440-person U.S.
media division.

Some journalists said that while
hiring these artist-specific roles
reflect their influence in pop cul-
ture, they do fail to invest in local
journalism at a company known
for its local dailies.

“At a time when so much seri-

AP and TNS photos

Taylor Swift and Beyoncé could be the sole focus of two Gannett
reporters, a development that is drawing negative reactions.

ous news and local reporting is be-
ing cut, it’s a decision to raise
some questions about,” Rick Ed-
monds, an expert at the journal-
ism think tank Poynter Institute,
said of the new positions.

Said Anastasi: “We’re not hiring
a Taylor Swift reporter at the ex-
pense of other reporters.”

Some journalists criticized the
job listings for presenting super-
fan behavior as a full-time jour-
nalism job. Music writer Jeremy
Gordon said on social media that it
“doesn’t feel great to see ‘full-time
stan’ go out as an actual journal-
ism job.” (“Stan” is slang for su-
perfan. )

Representatives for Swift and
Beyoncé did not immediately re-
spond to requests for comment.

Omise’eke Tinsley, academic
and author of “Beyoncé in Forma-
tion: Remixing Black Feminism,”
says this type of role makes space
for more positive stories about
Black women.

But also, she adds, the existence
of both jobs directly reflects
Beyoncé and Swift’s economic
power. “If there wasn’t that com-
ponent to it, there wouldn’t be a
Beyoncé reporter,” Tinsley said.

It is not uncommon for journal-
ists to develop a beat on a specific
figure, particularly in politics —
as evidenced by Amy Chozick,
whom the New York Times hired
in 2013 to cover Hillary Clinton ex-
clusively. But most entertainment
journalists are responsible for re-
porting on a wide range of talent.

Tim Burton says Al ‘Like a robot
taking your humanity, your soul’

By CarLos DE LoErRA
Los Angeles Times

Tim Burton is definitely not a fan of the use
of artificial intelligence.

In July, Buzzfeed published an article that
used Al to “Tim Burton-ize” Disney characters
— to make them look as if they were crafted in
Burton’s distinctive animation style. The story
garnered clicks for the website, but the
“Corpse Bride” director was not a fan.

“They had AI do my versions of Disney char-
acters,” Burton told the Independent in a story
published Sept. 9. “I can’t describe the feeling
it gives you. It reminded me of when other cul-
tures say, ‘Don’t take my picture because it is
taking away your soul.””

He added the technology takes away from
the essence of the craft and the humanity that
goes into work like his.

“What it does is it sucks something from
you,” Burton noted. “It takes something from
your soul or psyche; that is very disturbing, es-
pecially if it has to do with you. It’s like a robot
taking your humanity, your soul.”

Others share Burton’s reaction to AI-gener-
ated material that mimics a creator’s style.

Buzzfeed also published an article that used
Al tocreate Wes Anderson-styled Disney char-
acters. Additionally, there has been a trend
where people make Al-generated movie trail-
ers of popular films like “Star Wars” that are
fashioned in Anderson’s unique approach.

“I'm very good at protecting myself from
seeing all that stuff,” Anderson told the Times

of London in June. “If somebody sends me
something like that, I'll immediately erase it
and say, ‘Please, sorry, do not send me things of
people doing me.” Because I do not want to look
at it, thinking, ‘Is that what I do? Is that what I
mean?’ I don’t want to see too much of someone
else thinking about what I try to be because,
God knows, I could then start
doing it.”

Last week at the Toronto
International Film Festival,
“Pan’s Labyrinth” director
Guillermo del Toro spoke
about Al-generated content.

“People ask if I'm worried
about artificial intelligence. I
say I’'m worried about natural
stupidity. It’s just a tool, right?” Del Toro said.
“If anyone wants movies made by Al let them
get it immediately. I don’t care about people
who want to be fulfilled and get something s—,
quickly ... Otherwise, why not buy a printer,
print the ‘Mona Lisa’ and say you made it.”

Animation legend Hayao Miyazaki spoke
about what AI might mean for the soul of art in
Kaku Arakawa’s 2019 documentary “10 Years
With Hayao Miyazaki.”

“Whoever creates this stuff has no idea what
pain is whatsoever. I am utterly disgusted,”
Miyazaki said when shown AI-powered graph-
ics. “If you really want to make creepy stuff, go
ahead and do it. I would never wish to incorpo-
rate this technology into my work at all. I
strongly feel that this is an insult to life itself.”

Burton

CHARLES SYKES, INvISION/AP

Olivia Rodrigo performs Sept. 12 during the
MTV Video Music Awards in Newark, N.J.

Olivia Rodrigo announces
2024 ‘GUTS’ world tour

Olivia Rodrigo will take her new album,
“GUTS,” on the road next year as she embarks
on her second world tour.

The “vampire” and “deja vu” singer re-
vealed her touring plans in an Instagram post
Wednesday morning. She said she is “soooo ex-
cited to announce the GUTS world tour!!!!”

Rodrigo, 20, will kick off her circuit next
February with a show at the Acrisure Arena in
Palm Springs, Calif., before making her way to
more U.S. stops, Canada and Europe. She will
return to the United States next summer.

The Breeders, PinkPanthress, Chappell
Roan and Remi Wolf will each join Rodrigo for
various stops along the “GUTS” tour.

Rodrigo, whose debut album, “SOUR,”
earned her the pop vocal album prize at the
2022 Grammy Awards, released “GUTS” on
Sept. 8.

From The Associated Press

‘Full Swing’
won't get

full access

at Ryder Cup

By DouG FERGUSON
Associated Press

The Netflix golf documentary
series “Full Swing” won’t have full
access at the Ryder Cup.

U.S. captain Zach Johnson says
he spoke to all 12 players on his
team when concerns were raised
about a film crew in the team
rooms, and the golfers unani-
mously decided to keep certain ar-
eas off limits.

“Netflix is going to be there,”
said Seth Waugh, CEO of the PGA
of America. “I would say all things
involving the team we leave to the
team and the captain. I think
there’s a sanctity to the team
room, and the experience is im-
portant to them. It’s part of being a
team, right? Netflix has been great
for the game. They’re doing great
things. The team collectively de-
cided there are areas of privacy
that need to be respected.”

Netflix is in production for its
second season of the series that
has been popular with golf fans
and even those who didn’t pay
much attention to the sport.

The Ryder Cup, which starts the
week of Sept. 25 outside Rome,
presumably would be a big part of
the upcoming season of “Full
Swing.”

But there were enough con-
cerns from a few players about let-
ting Netflix into the team room at
Marco Simone that Johnson
polled his players and they chose
to keep the team room private.

“It was one of those where we all
gathered, I talked to every individ-
ual and laid out scenarios,” John-
son said in a telephone interview.
“And they all felt like it was best to
navigate that week of the tourna-
ment in a manner which the sanc-
tity and sacredness of Team USA
is preserved. We’re eliminating
scenarios.”

A Netflix spokesperson de-
clined comment.

Stefan Schauffele, the father of
Xander Schauffele, said he first
was aware of the Netflix presence
when he received a player partici-
pation and benefits agreement in
July, a month before Ryder Cup
qualifying had ended.

“Apart from the fact the guys
don’t get paid, you cannot make a
deal with a third party that we are
not party to for rights into eterni-
ty,” said Stefan Schauffele, who
said his son did not sign the agree-
ment without changes to the lan-
guage.

The Americans and Europeans
have a team room at the golf
course and at the host hotel for the
Ryder Cup that historically are off
limits to the media and other VIPs
who are not directly involved in
the matches.
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Pearls Before Swine

Candorville Non Sequitur

Carpe Diem

Beetle Bailey

3

WEIRD. TWO WEEKS
IN AND I'M STILL
¢y NOT INTO SCHOOL

MODE.

G

WHEREAS | WAS FULLY
INTO SUMMER MODE
WITHIN TWO
MINUTES.

OUT OF SUMMER
MODE?

yndcaion

[ f Mallett/Dittouted by Andres McMeel Sy

AREYOU EVER FULLY
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THAT 50UND5
LIKE A NICE WAY
OF SUGGESTING
VM NEVER FULLY
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i) MISERABLE WORK '
DETAIL I CAN
PUT YOUON

DON'T WORRY.
THE GENERAL'S PREPPED
EVERYTHING.
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‘VE BEEN NOW IM THINKING
]1EHVINKING... """ ABOUT WHAT

53 54 55
56 57 58
ACROSS 56 Diminish 26 Praise in verse
1 Pool unit 57 Messy room 28 Baton Rouge
4 — Diego 58 lllustrations sch.
7 “Mortal Kombat” 30 Suitable
agent DOWN 31 Country singer
12 Comedian 1 Hideaways McGraw
Gasteyer 2 Pester 32 Year in Madrid
13 Author Umberto 3 “Cry, the Beloved 33 Opener at
14 City-related Country” Vegas?
15 Bankbook abbr. author Alan 36 Tart flavor
16 Survival drama 4 Meeting, 37 Hand in
series for which in slang 40 Marina sights

Lee Jung-jae
won an Emmy

18 Aussie hopper

19 Quests

20 “Auld Lang —”

22 British verb
ending

23 Casual shirt

27 Diner order

29 Like Zorro
or Batman

31Yarns

34 Stickum

35 Needing change

37 Cardinal cap
letters

38 Lion’s share

39 — Dhabi

41 Creche trio

45 Door handles

47 Aries

48 Kin of three-
card monte

52 UFO fliers

53 Equine

54 StubHub buys,
slangily

55 “The Bells” writer

9-15

5 Find not guilty
6 Subjects, usually
7 Beer, slangily
8 URL ending

9 Cagers’ gp.

10 Orange tuber
11 Chemical suffix
17 Thing

21 Critic Roger

23 Sacred song
24 Approves

25 Allow

42 Venezuelan
corn patty

43 Croc’s kin

44 “No more for
me, thanks”

45 Swiss artist Paul

46 Hot

48 — Na Na

49 Mischief

50 Notable time

51U.S. military
vessel
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A GUY LENDS A
HELPING HAND TO A BAND OF FOUR-STRING
GUITAR PLAYERS, HE ASSISTS BASSISTS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals G



Friday, September 15, 2023 e STARS AND STRIPES ° SRR (AR ] Pace 39
Bizarro Loose Parts Eugene Sheffer Crossword
© ! RIZARRO.COM
3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10 |11
> Tell me wmore w“'i'g’% i
3 . ) 1 % Now that you mention it,
é about, thi¢ voice - Thorsen, yes ...Yes, men can be 12 13
H that, dom]oels the vic‘tims of someﬂqing we = 5
you to hoard call ‘emotional pillaging.
animalg, Noah. 18
N
23 |24 |25
30

Get this <artoon signed & framed B get signed copies of LP beoks at LoosePartsComic.com

©3023 Dave Blazek - looseparts@verizonnet - Dist. by Andrews MecMeel Syndication

33

Frazz

Pearls Before Swine

Candorville Non Sequitur

Carpe Diem

Beetle Bailey

VACATION.

T SEEMS UNFAIR DURING SUMMER, YOU NOBODY WANTS | HAVE AN
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50 | FIGURED IT WAS
TIME TO LOOK DEEP
INSIDE AND MAKE
A REAL CHANGE.

I'M TIRED OF BEING
CALLED "HEARTLESS®
ON ACCOUNT OF | N
DON'T CARE ABOUT THE =
PLIGHT OF OTHERS.

ANDORVILLE.COM

| PAID THEM
EACH THREE

| HIRED DOZENS OF
SMALL CHILDREN TO 60
TO ALL THE LIBRARIES
AND BOOKSTORES IN

THE CITY AND ALTER
ALL THE DICTIONARY

DEFINITIONS OF

"HEARTLESS.

PER HOUR.

GUMMY WORMS
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WE HIT SOME NASTY
TURBULENCE qUST
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45 46 47

48 49 50

51 52 53

ACROSS 53 Singer Carly 25 Preventive

1 Addams cousin — Jepsen shot, in slang

4 Palm starch 26 Utter

8 Antitoxins DOWN 27 Kilmer of

12 Sorority letter 1 Neighbor of “Top Gun”

13 Norwegian saint Kuwait 28 JFK info

14 Experts 2 No — traffic 29 Sailor

15 Schedule abbr. 3 Spelling 31 Biblical sea

16 Blaze or Amos 32 Commotion

17 Diner grub 4 Cushion 34 “Humbug!”

18 Emmy-winning 5 Wanted 35 “Co-dependent
creator/star poster info No More”
of “Abbott 6 Attire author Beattie
Elementary” 7 Partially 36 Reside

21 Thumbs-up coincide 37 Legendary TV

22 “Acid” 8 Shell out host Philbin

23 Poe’s bird 9 Eventful periods ~ 38Ergo

26 — Paulo 100ld newspaper 39 Circle dance

27 Bird doc section 40 Morales of

30 Yonder thing 11 Org. “Ozark”

31 Opening 19 Russian denial 41 Circus structure

32 “Toodle-oo!” 20 Gl entertainers ~ 42Rip

33 Half dozen 23 ACLU issues 43 Bruins’ sch.

34 Inlet 24 Sushi fish 44 Only

35 Grinding tooth
36 Indian lentil dish
37 Wine selection
38 Emmy-winning
HBO series set in
a fictional resort
45 Firetruck
necessity
46 Toy block name
47 Friendly
leader?
48 Russian river
49 Oklahoma city
50 100 percent
51 Go yachting
52 Online crafts site
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Answer to Previous Puzzle

CRYPTOQUIP

DXBR-BXYYOLZ OLBRATGROFL

WILTIY
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DQ IL

IGGFWCYOBPXK KOGX CYIQXA:

“RPOB OB PFV O AFYY.”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip:

I NEED TO STOP

COLLECTING TONS OF FRISBEES AND RECORD
ALBUMS. I’'M RUNNING OUT OF DISC SPACE.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals S
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OPINION

Congress can be fixed. The leaders have to want to.

By STEVEN PEARLSTEIN
Special to The Washington Post
omething extraordinary is happen-
inginthe U.S. Senate. Before the long
summer recess — and after exten-
sive bipartisan negotiations — the
Appropriations Committee approved all 12 of
the annual appropriations bills with only 12
dissenting votes out of more than 300 cast. All
12 bills conform to the budget framework ap-
proved in the spring by bipartisan majorities
inthe House and Senate. And all12 are expect-
ed to be approved in the coming weeks after
ample opportunity for debate and amend-
ment.

This sudden outbreak of cooperation and
“regular order” has not been seen at the Capi-
tol in decades. Moreover, as the Senate’s
Democratic leaders were quick to boast, it
standsin sharp contrasttothe unfolding fiasco
in the Republican-controlled House, where
an already partisan appropriations process
hasbeen hijacked by a gang of right-wing ren-
egades vowing to shut down the government
unlesstheirextremebudget-cutting demands
are met.

The coming donnybrook brought on by Re-
publicans will reinforce the smug conceit
among Democrats that “it’sall their fault” that
Congress has been unable to address the ma-
jor problems facing the country. The reality,
however, is far more complicated.

Consider the seven-month blockade of
about 300 military appointments —including
the top officers in the Army, Navy and Marine
Corps— by a single Republican senator. Nor-
mally, the Senate routinely confirms military
appointments by unanimous consent. In this
case, Sen. Tommy Tuberville of Alabama has
vowed to continue withholding his consentun-
til the Pentagon rescinds its policy of provid-
ing sick time and transportation funding to fe-
male service members traveling out of state

for an abortion.

At his press scrum last week, Chuck
Schumer, the Senate’s Democratic leader,
called Tuberville’s blockade “a problem cre-
ated by Republicans, and it’s up to them to
solve it.” That’s wrong on two counts.

First, senators and leaders of both parties
have criticized Tuberville and asked him to
stand down.

And second, there is nothing that prevents
Schumer— or any other senator, for that mat-
ter — from moving to approve all 300 or so ap-
pointments as a group, either by suspending
the Senate rules (requiring a two-thirds vote
of the chamber) or changing the rules regard-
ing military appointments (51 or 60 votes, de-
pending on the parliamentary tactics used).

It is unclear whether Schumer could mus-
ter such majorities. Many Republicans would
be reluctant to be seen as “soft on abortion” by
voting to end Tuberville’s blockade. And
members of both parties might be reticent to
undermine their own privilege to hold up fu-
ture nominations to win policy concessions.
It’s possible Schumer has made the cynical
political calculation that Tuberville’s stunt
will help turn military families against Repu-
blicans while keeping the spotlight on abor-
tion, a winning issue for Democrats these
days.

Whatever the reason, as long as Schumer
choosesnotto put senators on the spot by mak-
ing them vote, Tuberville is free to continue
undermining both the military and the Senate
while raising his national profile.

Democrats have played a similar blame
game with the Senate filibuster.

Under Senate rules, while it requires only a
majority of senators to approve abill, or nomi-
nation, it takes 60 votes to end debate. That
makes it possible for 41 senators to block ac-
tion simply by talking things to death.

Inthepast,suchfilibusters wererareinpart

because the mere prospect reinforced norms
of bipartisanship and collegiality. These days,
however, in an evenly divided Senate where
anything Democrats favor Republicans are
reflexively against, Republicans routinely
threaten to filibuster everything just because
they can. (Democrats did the same when they
were in the minority.) As a result, only bills
backed by 60 senators make it to the Senate
floor — and there are precious few of those.

Lacking the votestoeliminate the filibuster,
Democrats’ next best strategy is to raise the
cost of filibustering by making Republicans
actually stand and debate. By forcing Repu-
blicans to talk ... and talk ... and talk — 18
hours a day, seven days a week, week after
week —until exhaustion, public pressure and
the desire to see their families forces a com-
promise. After a few such experiences, the fi-
libuster-everything threat would disappear.

The reason Democrats haven’t done that is
simple. To maintain the necessary quorum
and parliamentary control, they would all
have to sit there and listen. Despite their
bellyaching about Republican obstruction-
ism, Schumer and his Democratic colleagues
aren’t willing to sacrifice their three-day
workweeks and monthly “district work peri-
ods” to fix the legislative plumbing.

The failure of the Senate to deal with cli-
mate change, immigration, runaway budget
deficits, the opioid and mental health crises
and the tidal wave of gun violence isn’t, as
Schumer alleges, a Republicans problem that
“isuptothemtofix.” It’sa Senate problemthat
stems from the lack of political will on the part
of leaders in both parties who are unwilling to
put aside the gamesmanship and make Con-
gress govern again.

Steven Pearlstein is the Robinson professor of public affairs
at George Mason University and a longtime business and
economics columnist at The Washington Post.

Combat false information, but uphold free expression

By ERWIN CHEMERINSKY
Los Angeles Times
decision last Friday by a three-
judge panel of the U.S. Courtof Ap-
peals for the Sth Circuit puts in
jeopardy one of the few tools that
exist to deal with false speech on the internet.

The court ruled that the White House, the
FBI, the surgeon general’s office and the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention can-
not communicate with social media platforms
toencourage them toremove false speech. Al-
thoughitnarrowed afederal district’sbroader
injunctionissuedin July, the appeals court left
in place a restriction of important speech by
the federal government.

False speech over the internet and social
media can do great harm, even causing the
loss of life. One aspect of the case involved the
federal government’s concerns with false in-
formation being spread about COVID-19 and
vaccines on social media. Officials rightly
feared that false claims by anti-vaxxers would
reduce vaccinations and put lives in jeopardy.

The lawsuit against the Biden administra-
tion was brought by Louisiana and Missouri
along with a website owner and four people
who opposed the government’s COVID-19
policy, among other issues. A federal district
judge in Louisiana issued an injunction
against the White House and many federal
agencies.

The Sth Circuit ruling reversed the injunc-
tion against several agencies, but it left much

of the injunction in place for four agencies.

The court inits decision relied on 21963 de-
cision that involved the government threaten-
ing obscenity prosecutions against booksell-
ers. Government coercion violates the First
Amendment. But there is no evidence that the
Biden administration threatened any social
media company with prosecution or any en-
forcement action.

The court said Biden administration offi-
cials “threatened — both expressly and im-
plicitly — to retaliate against inaction. Offi-
cials threw out the prospect of legal reforms
and enforcement actions while subtly insin-
uating it would be in the platforms’ best inter-
ests to comply.” But telling someone that the
failure to act could lead to new laws and regu-
lations is not coercion. Never did the govern-
ment warn the social media companies that
they were violating the law and would face
punishment if they did not accede to requests
to remove content.

The court said the administration violated
the First Amendment by encouraging the
platforms to engage in content-moderation of
false speech. It concluded that the officials
“significantly encouraged the platforms to
moderate content by exercising active, mea-
ningful control over those decisions.” There is
nothing, however, in the opinion that shows
the government exercised “control” over the
content on social media. Encouraging plat-
forms to remove false content does not violate
the First Amendment.

The panel declared that “social-media plat-
forms’ content-moderation decisions must be
theirsandtheirsalone.” Thatis certainly right,
but it is ironic to read this reasoning since the
same courtlastyearupheld the constitutional-
ity of a Texas law that prohibits internet and
social media platforms from engaging in con-
tent moderation. There is no way to reconcile
that decision with the Sth Circuit panel now
proclaiming that social media companies get
total say over the content on their platforms.

A petition for review of last year’s case is
now pending before the Supreme Court. Like-
wise, the Supreme Court will be asked to re-
view last Friday’s ruling on an expedited ba-
sis. The Supreme Court should take both of
these cases and make clear that internet and
social media companies have the right to de-
cide on the content on their platforms. The
Texas law prohibiting content moderation is
thus unconstitutional. But it should be consti-
tutional for the government to encourage re-
moval of false speech from social platforms, so
long as no coercion occurs.

The challenge is to find ways to combat the
spread of false information that can harm pub-
lic safety without jeopardizing freedom of ex-
pression. The government identifying false
speech and notifying social media companies
is a sensible way to address this problem.

Erwin Chemerinsky, a contributing writer to Opinion, is dean of
the University of California, Berkeley School of Law and author
of “Worse Than Nothing: The Dangerous Fallacy of Originalism.”
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Schedule
Friday’s games
EAST
Virginia (0-2) at MaWand (2-0)
SOUTHWEST
Army (1-1) at UTSA (1-1)
FAR WEST

Utah St. (1-1) at Air Force (2-0)
Saturday’s games
EAST
Liberty (2-0) at Buffalo (0-2)
Holy Cross (1-1) at Yale (0-0)
Cornell (0-0) at Lehigh (1-1)
Florida St. (2-0) at Boston College (1-1)
Columbia (0-0) at Lafayette (1-1)
Stonehill (1-1) at Georgetown (2-0)
Wagner (0-2) at Sacred Heart (0-2)
St. Thomas (Minn.) (1-1) at Harvard (0-0)
Campbell (1-1) at Monmouth (NJ) (1-1)
Penn (0-0) at Colgate (0-2)
Davidson (0-2) at Marist (0-1)
Norfolk St. (1-1) at Temple (1-1)
Rhode Island (1-1) at Maine (0-2)
Virginia Tech (1-1) at Rutgers (2-0)
Howard (1-1) vs.Hampton (1-1) at Wash-
ington, D.C., Md.
FIU (2-1) at Uconn (0-2)
Brown (0-0) at Bryant (1-1)
Va. Lynchburg (0-1) at Merrimack (0-2)
Towson (0-2) at Morgan St. (1-1)
St. Francis (Pa.) (0-2) at Delaware (1-1)
Dartmouth (0-0) at New Hampshire (1-1)
Pittsburgh (1-1)s%tl}l_\Il_ﬁst Virginia (1-1)

Wake Forest (2-0) at Old Dominion (1-1)

LSU (1-1) at Mississippi St. (2-0)

VMI (1-1) at NC State (1-1)

Florida Memorial University (0-0) at
Grambling St. (0-2)

Northwestern (1-1) at Duke (2-0)

Delaware St. (0-2) at Richmond (0-2)

Alabama (1-1) at South Florida (1-1)

South Carolina (1-1) at Georgia (2-0)
(1E£a)st Carolina (0-2) at Appalachian St.

Minnesota (2-0) at North Carolina (2-0)

Tulane (1-1) at Southern Miss. (1-1)

William & Mary (2-0) at Charleston
Southern (1-1)

Furman (1-1) at Kennesaw St. (1-1)

Presbyterian (1-1) at Wofford (0-2)

West Florida (0-0) at Florida A&M (1-1)
( Ga)lrdner-Webb (1-1) at Tennessee St.
1-1

Georgia St. (2-0) at Charlotte (1-1)

W. Carolina (1-1) at E. Kentucky (0-2)

NC A&T (0-2) at Elon (0-2)

The Citadel (0-2) at Chattanooga (1-1)

Villanova (2-0) at UCF (2-0)

MVSU (0-1) at Delta St. (0-0)

Duquesne (1-1) at Coastal Carolina (1-1)

McNeese St. (0-2) at Alcorn St. (0-2)
(ONZc;rth Alabama (1-2) at Tennessee Tech
(1Hl(;uston Christian (1-1) at UT Martin
Ol\él;may St. (1-1) at Middle Tennessee

James Madison (2-0) at Troy (1-1)

Samford (1-1) at Auburn (2-0)

Stephen F. Austin (1-1) at Northwestern
St. (0-2)

Alabama A&M (1-1) at Southern U. (0-2)

North Texas (0-2) at Louisiana Tech (2-1)

Louisiana-Lafayette (1-1) at UAB (1-1)

Tennessee (2-0) at Florida (1-1)

ETSU (1-1) at Austin Peay (0-2)

Akron (1-1) at Kentucky (2-0)

Georgia Tech (1-1) at Mississippi (2-0)
FAU (1-1) at Clemson (1-1)
MIDWEST

Penn St. (2-0) at lllinois (1-1)
Kansas St. (2-0) at Missouri (2-0)
CCSU (1-1) at Kent St. (0-2)
lowa St. (1-1) at Ohio (2-1)
Indiana (1-1) vs. Louisville (2-0) at Indi-
anapolis
1Gieorgia Southern (2-0) at Wisconsin

Taylor (0-1) at Dayton (1-1)
(1R1c;bert Morris (1-1) at Youngstown St.
Indiana St. (0-2) at Ball St. (0-2)
Umass (1-2) at E. Michigan (1-1)
Lamar (0-2) at South Dakota (1-1)
Cent. Michigan (1-1) at Notre Dame (3-0)
lllinois St. (2-0) at E. Illinois (1-1)
W. Michigan (1-1) at lowa (2-0)
Cent. Arkansas (1-1) at N. Dakota St.

2-0
S. Dakota St. (2-0) vs. Drake (0-2) at Min-
neapolis
W. Kentucky (2-0) at Ohio St. (2-0)
Washington (2-0) at Michigan St. (2-0)
Wabash (0-0) at Butler (1-1)
( Li;\denwood (Mo.) (1-1) at W. lllinois
0-2
S. lllinois (2-0) at SE Missouri (1-1)
Miami (Ohio) (1-1) at Cincinnati (2-0)
San Jose St. (1-2) at Toledo (1-1)
N. Illinois (1-1) at Nebraska (0-2)
Syracuse (2-0) at Purdue (1-1)
Bowling Green (1-1) at Michigan (2-0)
SOUTHWEST

LIU Brooklyn (0-2) at Baylor (0-2)

Oklahoma (2-0) at Tulsa (1-1)
(lLBuisiana-Monroe (2-0) at Texas A&M

Miles (1-0) at Ark.-Pine Bluff (0-2)

Stony Brook (0-2) at Arkansas St. (0-2)

Prairie View (1-1) at SMU (1-1)

Tarleton St. (2-0) at Texas Tech (0-2)
(ZS(;))uth Alabama (1-1) at Oklahoma St.

Texas Southern (0-2) at Rice (1-1)

BYU (2-0) at Arkansas (2-0)

Wyoming (2-0) at Texas (2-0)

Incarnate Word (1-1) at Abilene Chris-
tian (2-0)

TCU (1-1) at Houston (1-1)

Jackson St. (2-1) at Texas State (1-1)

FAR WEST

North Dakota (2-0) at Boise St. (0-2)
Weber St. (2-0) at Utah (2-0)
Stetson (2-0) at Montana St. (1-1)
San Diego St. (2-1) at Oregon St. (2-0)
North American University (0-0) at Port-

land St. (0-2)
SE Louisiana (0-2) at E. Washington (0-2)
Princeton (0-0) at San Diego (0-2)
Idaho (2-0) at California (1-1)
Utah Tech (0-2) at N. Arizona (0-2)
NC Central (2-0) at UCLA (2-0)
N. Colorado (0-2) at Washington St. (2-0)
N. lowa (0-2) at Idaho St. (0-2)
Vanderbilt (2-1) at UNLV (1-1)
New Mexico St. (1-2) at New Mexico (1-1)
Sacramento St. (2-0) at Stanford (1-1)
Hawaii (1-2) at Oregon (2-0)

(1L1i;1coln University (CA) (0-0) at Cal Poly
Ferris St. (0-0) at Montana (2-0)
S. Utah (0-2) at UC Davis (1-1)
Colorado St. (0-1) at Colorado (2-0)
Kansas (2-0) at Nevada (0-2)
Fresno St. (2-0) at Arizona St. (1-1)
UTEP (1-2) at Arizona (1-1)

San Diego Open

Wednesday
At Barnes Tennis Center
San Diego
Purse: $780,637
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Women's Singles
Round of 16

Maria Sakkari (3), Greece, def. Camila
Osorio, Colombia, 6-3, 2-2, ret.

Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Katie Vo-
lynets, United States, 1-6, 6-4, 6-2.

Anastasia Potapova, Russia, def. Ons Ja-
beur (1), Tunisia, 6-4, 7-6 (4).

EmmaNavarro, United States, def. Aliak-
sandra Sasnovich, Belarus, 7-5, 6-4.

Barbora Krejcikova (4), Czech Repubilic,
def. Anhelina Kalinina, Ukraine, 6-3, 6-2.

Danielle Collins, United States, def. Jele-
na Ostapenko, Latvia, 2-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Caroline Garcia (2), France, def. Sloane
Stephens, United States, 6-3, 3-6, 6-1.

Beatriz Haddad Maia (7), Brazil, def.
Marta Kostyuk, Ukraine, 7-5, 6-7 (3), 6-2.

Slovenia Open

Wednesday
At TC ZTK Ljubljana
Ljubljana, Slovenia
Purse: $115,000
Surface: Red clay
Women's Singles
Round of 16
Lucija Ciric-Bagaric, Croatia, def. Aliona
Bolsova (2), Spain, 4-6, 6-3, 6-0.
Marina Bassols Ribera (5), Spain, def.
Sapfo Sakellaridi, Greece, 6-4, 6-3.
Katarzyna Kawa, Poland, def. Anna-Ka-
rolina Schmiedlova (1), Slovakia, 7-5, 6-2.
Zeynep Sonmez, Turkiye, def. Antonia
Ruzic, Croatia, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2.

Tiriac Foundation Trophy

Wednesday
At National Tennis Centre
Bucharest
Purse: $115,000
Surface: Red clay
Women's Singles
Round of 16
Noma Noha Akugue (7), Germany, def.
llinca Dalina Amariei, Romania, 7-6 (4), 6-1.
Maria Carle, Argentina, def. Jessica Bou-
zas Maneiro (6), Spain, 6-3, 6-1.
Anca AlexiaTodoni,Romania, def. Vikto-
riya Tomova (2), Bulgaria, 4-6, 6-4, 6-1.

Japan Women’s Open

Wednesday
At Regional Park Tennis Stadium
Osaka
Purse: $259,303
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Women’s Singles
Round of 32
Wang Xinyu (3), China, def. Jil Teich-
mann, Switzerland, 7-6 §3) 6-3.
Round of 16
Yulia Putintseva (6), Kazakhstan, def.
Valeria Savinykh, Russia, 6-1, 6-2.
Anna Kalinskaya, Russia, def. Harriet
Dart, Britain, 7-6 (5), 6-2.
Mai Hontama, Japan, def. Nadia Podo-
roska (5), Argentina, 6-3, 6-3.
Ashlyn Krueger, United States, def. Jes-
sika Ponchet, France, 6-4, 6-1.

Wednesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Recalled LHP
Nick Vespifrom Norfolk (IL). Optioned LHP
Cole Irvin to Norfolk.

BOSTON RED SOX — Sent RHP Zack Kelly
to Portland (EL) on a rehab assignment.
Placed RHP Kenley Jansen on the CO-
VID-19 Related IL. Recalled LHP Brandon
Walter from Worcester (IL).

CHICAGO WHITESOX — Sent LHP Garrett
Crochet to Charlotte (IL) on a rehab as-
signment.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Sent C Tyler
Cropley outright to Omaha (IL).

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Sent RHP Chris
Rodriguezto SaltLake (PCL) onarehab as-
signment.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Reinstated INF
Jorge Polanco from the bereavement list.
?p;cioned OF Gilberto Celestino to St. Paul

IL).

TEXAS RANGERS — Placed RHP Max
Scherzeronthe 15-day IL. Recalled RHP Jo-
nathan Hernandez from Round Rock

(PCL). )
National League

ATLANTA BRAVES — Recalled LHP Jared
Shuster from Gwinnett (IL). Optioned RHP
A.J. Smith-Shawver to Gwinnett.

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Reinstated
RHP Joe Kelly from the 15-day IL. Optioned
RHP Kyle Hurt to Oklahoma City (PCL).

NEW YORK METS — Recalled LHP Joey
Lucchesi from Syracuse (IL). Optioned
RHP Sam Coonrod to Syracuse.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Recalled RHP
Quinn Priester from Indianapolis (IL). Op-
tioned RHP Cody Bolton to Indianapolis.

ST.LOUIS CARDINALS — Placed 3B Nolan
Gorman onthe 10-day IL. Selected the con-
tract of 3B Juniel Querecuto from Mem-
phis (IL).

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Optioned C
Joey Bart to Sacramento (PCL). Reinstated
C Patrick Bailey from the 7-day IL.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Agreed to
terms with president of baseball oper-
ations and general manager Mike Rizzo on
a multi-year contract extension. Optioned
RHP Mason Thompson to Rochester (IL).
Recalled RHP Jackson Rutledge from

Rochester.
BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS — Signed G Danny
Green.

SACRAMENTO KINGS — Waived Cs Ner-
lens Noel and Neemias (Eueta.

FOOTBALL

National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Si%ned LB Ty-
reek Maddox-Williams to the practice
squad. Placed S Jovante Moffatt on the
practice squad injured reserve. .

ATLANTA FALCONS — Signed RB Godwin
Igwebuike to the practice squad.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Signed OL Kyle
Fuller to the practice squad.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Signed WR Mike
Strachan to the practice squad. Placed OL
Brady Christensen on injured reserve.
Placed CB Stanley Thomas-Oliver on the
practice squad injured reserve. Released
RB Spencer Brown from the practice
squad. Signed RB Tarik Cohen, and WR
Mike Strachan to the practice squad.
Signed CB Sam Webb.

DENVER BRONCOS — Placed S Caden
Sterns on injured reserve. Promoted WR
Lil’Jordan Humphrey from the practice
squad to the active roster. Signed WR Mi-
chael Bandy to the practice squad.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Placed WR Noah
Brown and DT Hassan Ridgeway on in-
jured reserve. Promoted P Ty Zentner
from the practice squad to the active ros-
ter. Signed DL Michael Dogbe and DT
Bruce Hector to the practice squad.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Promoted RB
Jake Funk from the practice squad to the
active roster. Signed G Ike Boettger to the
practice squad. Placed RB Evan Hull onin-
jured reserve.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Placed TE Le-
onard Taylor on the suspended list.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Signed OT Sebas-
tian Gutierrez and DB Troy Pride to the
practice squad.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Signed RB
Jaret Patterson and OLB Ty Shelby to the
practice squad.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Placed QB Stet-
son Bennett on the active/non-football in-
jury list.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed QB
lan Book and DB William Hooper to the

practice squad.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Promoted DL
Kyle Phillips and WR Lynn Bowden from
the practice squad to the active roster.
Signed LBs Terrell Lewis and Ty Summers,
DBFaion Hicks and TE Michael Jacobsonto
the practice squad. Placed LB Ryan Con-
nelly on the practice squad injured re-
serve.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed C Ryan
McCollum to the practice squad.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Signed OL Raig-
won O’Neal. Placed RT Abe Lucas on in-
jured reserve.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Signed OL
John Molchon to the practice.

HOCKEY

National Hockey League

ARIZONA COYOTES — Signed Ds Olli Juo-
levi, Austin Strand and Hunter Drew, Cs
Patrick Harper and Cameron Hebig and
RW Austin Poganskito professional tryout
contracts (PTO).

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Signed G Keith
Kinkaid to a one-year, two-way contract.
Signed F Max Willman to a professional
tryout contract (PTO).

NEW YORK ISLANDERS — Signed D Isaiah
George to a three-year, entry-level con-
tract.

WINNIPEG JETS — Signed D Declan
Chisholm to a one-year, two-way con-

tract.
SOCCER
Major League Soccer

ATLANTA UNITED — Acquired a 2023 in-
ternational roster slot from Seattle FC in
exchange for $50,000 in 2024 general allo-
cation money (GAM).

SEATTLE SOUNDERS FC — Signed D
Stuart Hawkins to a first team homegrown
contract.

National Women’s Soccer League

ORLANDO PRIDE — Signed G McKinley
Cronetoacontractthroughtheremainder
of the season.

NJ/NY GOTHAM FC — Acquired F Katie
Stengel from Liverpool FC through 2025 on
a permanent transfer for cash considera-

tions.
COLLEGE
SHEPHERD — Announced the resigna-
tion of Vice President for Athletics Chaun-
cey Winbush.

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Miami 1 0 01000 36 34
N.Y. Jets 1 0 01000 22 16
Buffalo 0 1 0 .00 16 22
New England 0 1 0 .000 20 25
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Jacksonville 1 0 01000 31 21
Houston 0 1 0 .00 9 25
Indianapolis 0 1 0 .000 21 31
Tennessee 0 1 0 .000 15 16
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 1 0 01000 25 9
Cleveland 1 0 01000 24 3
Cincinnati 0 1 0 .000 3 24
Pittsburgh 0 1 0 .000 7 30
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Las Vegas 1 0 01000 17 16
Denver 0 1 0 .000 16 17
Kansas City 0 1 0 .000 20 21
L.A. Chargers 0 1 0 .000 34 36
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Dallas 1 0 01000 40 O
Philadelphia 1 0 01.000 25 20
Washington 1 0 01000 20 16
N.Y. Giants 0 1 0 .000 0 40
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Atlanta 1 0 01000 24 10
New Orleans 1 0 01000 16 15
Tampa Bay 1 0 01.000 20 17
Carolina 0 1 0 .000 10 24
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Detroit 1 0 01000 21 20
Green Bay 1 0 01.000 38 20
Chicago 0 1 0 .000 20 38
Minnesota 0 1 0 .000 17 20
West
W L T Pct PF PA
L.A. Rams 1 0 01000 30 13
SanFrancisco 1 0 01.000 30 7
Arizona 0 1 0 .000 16 20
Seattle 0 1 0 .000 13 30
Thursday’s game
Minnesota at Philadelphia
Sunday’s games

Baltimore at Cincinnati
Chicago at Tampa Bay
Green Bay at Atlanta
Indianapolis at Houston
Kansas City at Jacksonville
L.A. Chargers at Tennessee
Las Vegas at Buffalo
Seattle at Detroit

N.Y. Giants at Arizona

San Francisco at L.A. Rams
N.Y. Jets at Dallas
Washington at Denver
Miami at New England

Monday’s games

New Orleans at Carolina
Cleveland at Pittsburgh

PRO BASKETBALL

WNBA playoffs

(x-if necessary)
First Round

(Best-of-three)
No. 1 Las Vegas 1, No. 8 Chicago Sky 0
Wednesday: Las Vegas 87, Chicago 59
Sunday: at Las Vegas
x-Wednesday, Sept. 20: at Chicago

No. 2 New York vs. No. 7 Washington

Friday: at New York
Tuesday, Sept. 19: at New York
x-Friday, Sept. 22: at Washington
No. 3 Connecticut 1, No. 6 Minnesota 0
Wednesday: Connecticut 90, Minnesota

Sunday: at Connecticut
x-Wednesday, Sept. 20: at Minnesota
No. 4 Dallas vs. No. 5 Atlanta
Friday: at Dallas
Tuesday, Sept. 19: at Dallas
x-Friday, Sept. 22: at Atlanta
Semifinals
(Best-of-five)
Sept. 24-Oct. 3
Las Vegas-Chicago winner vs. Dallas-At-
lanta winner
New York-Washington winner vs. Con-
necticut-Minnesota winner

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
Cincinnati 17 4 6 57 44 30
New England 13 5 9 48 46 32
Orlando City 13 6 8 47 41 31
Philadelphia 14 8 4 46 47 31
Columbus 13 8 6 45 54 37
Atlanta 11 8 9 42 51 43
Nashville 11 9 7 40 32 27
CF Montréal 11 14 2 35 28 40
D.C. United 912 7 34 37 38
Chicago 8 11 8 32 32 42
Charlotte FC 7 910 31 34 43
NYCFC 6 10 12 30 28 36
New York 712 8 29 24 33
Inter MiamiCF 8 14 4 28 30 39
Toronto FC 4 13 10 22 23 39

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
SaintLouisSC 15 10 3 48 55 37
Seattle 11 9 8 41 34 29
LAFC 11 9 7 40 40 32
Real SaltLake 11 9 7 40 38 39
Houston 11 10 6 39 36 31
Vancouver 10 8 8 38 43 36
Minnesota 9 810 37 34 33
San Jose 9 910 37 32 36
FC Dallas 910 7 34 29 30
Austin FC 912 6 33 38 43
Portland 811 9 33 34 44
Sporting KC 8 12 8 32 38 40
LA Galaxy 710 9 30 33 41
Colorado 31310 19 16 39

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday’s games

New York at New York City FC
Miami at Atlanta
D.C. United at Charlotte FC
Chicago at CF Montréal
Columbus at Orlando City
Cincinnati at Philadelphia
Vancouver at Toronto FC
Seattle at FC Dallas
Saint Louis City SC at Houston
Sporting Kansas City at Minnesota
New England at Colorado
LA Galaxy at Los Angeles FC
Real Salt Lake at San Jose
Sunday’s game
Portland at Austin FC

Wednesday, Sept. 20

Philadelphia at Charlotte FC
Chicago at Columbus
Atlanta at D.C. United
Toronto FC at Miami
Cincinnati at CF Montréal
Austin FC at New York
Orlando City at New York City FC
Vancouver at Houston
Nashville at Sporting Kansas City
Los Angeles FC at Saint Louis City SC
Seattle at Colorado
FC Dallas at Real Salt Lake
Minnesota at LA Galaxy
San Jose at Portland

Saturday, Sept. 23

CF Montréal at Atlanta
Charlotte FC at Cincinnati

New York at D.C. United

Toronto FC at New York City FC
Los Angeles FC at Philadelphia
New England at Chicago
Columbus at FC Dallas

Houston at Sporting Kansas City
Saint Louis City SC at Minnesota
Vancouver at Real Salt Lake
Colorado at Portland

Nashville at San Jose

Sunday, Sept. 24

Miami at Orlando City
LA Galaxy at Austin FC

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
San Diego 9 6 3 30 26 20
Portland 8 5 5 29 38 25
North Carolina 8 6 4 28 26 19
OL Reign 8 7 3 271 25 21
Gotham FC 7 5 6 27 21 19
Washington 6 4 8 26 24 25
Louisville 5 4 9 24 22 18
Angel City 6 6 6 24 22 25
Orlando 710 1 22 21 24
Houston 4 6 8 20 12 15
Chicago 6 10 2 20 22 39
Kansas City 611 1 19 19 28

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday’s game
Houston at Louisville
Saturday’s games
Washington at Gotham FC

Kansas City at San Diego
OL Reign at Portland

Sunday’s games

Angel City at Chicago
North Carolina at Orlando
Thursday, Sept. 21

Orlando at Angel City ppd.
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Braves win 6th stra

By DAN GELSTON
Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Crammed
into the visitor’s clubhouse, the At-
lanta Braves puffed on their cham-
pionship cigars, showered each
other with bubbly, shot-gunned
beers and danced in alcohol pud-
dles — until the music briefly
paused.

“Turn the music up! Some peo-
ple want to party!” shouted reliev-
er Kirby Yates.

On his command, the music was
cranked to max volume and the NL.
East title celebration resumed.
Yates was the one who closed an-
other division title, so he got to call
the shots in the locker room.

And as he surveyed the jubila-
tion around him, and ran his fin-
gers through hair matted by booze,
Yates knew there was nowhere
else he wanted to be.

“So far,” he said, “it’s the best
part about being a baseball
player.”

It’s just what the Braves do this
time of year.

The Braves clinched their sixth
straight NL East title, beating the
Philadelphia Phillies 4-1 on
Wednesday night behind Spencer
Strider’s major league-leading
17th win and Austin Riley’s two-
run homer.

“Now the real party starts,”
Strider said.

Yates struck out Brandon
Marsh to end the game and the
players danced in a mob near the
mound as Phillies fans booed them
off the field.

“Congratulations Atlanta
Braves 2023 NL East Champions”
flashed on the scoreboard.

Bravesstar Ronald AcufiaJr.re-

ight NL East tiI

MaATT SLocuw/AP

The Atlanta Braves’ Ronald Acuna Jr., left, and Brian Snitker celebrate after clinching their sixth consec-
utive NL East title by defeating the Phillies on Wednesday in Philadelphia. Atlanta won 4-1.

sponded to booing fans by raising
both arms and signaling with his
hands to bring it on.

“We’ve checked one box,” man-
ager Brian Snitker said.

Atlanta (96-50) clinched in 146
games, its second-quickest clinch
in the divisional era. The division
title was the Braves’ record 26th,
two more than the Los Angeles
Dodgers and New York Yankees,

The Braves have seemingly
made winning the East a rite of
September since the 1990s and this
year’s team looks loaded enough to
win their third World Series since
moving from Milwaukee to Atlan-
tain 1966. Over that span, Atlanta
won 11 straight NL East titles from

1995-200S, and the World Series in
1995 and 2021.

Atlanta took special satisfaction
in clinching on the same Citizens
Bank Park field where the Phillies
eliminated them last October in
the NL Division Series. The Phil-
lies won that series 3-1—just as At-
lanta won this four-game set.

The Phillies lead the NL wild
card and the teams could face each
other in October.

For now, September belongs to
the Braves.

“Did we want it to be on our
field? No,” Phillies slugger Kyle
Schwarber said. “But they’re go-
ingtohave to doit somewhere. The
focus is on us, still. We’re going to

keep pushing until the very end.”

Riley, one of many big boppers
in the lineup, gave the Braves all
the runs they needed when he con-
nected off Cristopher Sanchez
(2-4) in the first for his 35th homer.

“I try not to think of moments
like that,” Riley said. “You just try
and go up there and have a good at-
bat.I've putalotof pressure onmy-
self this year to perform in those
moments. I was able to put a good
swing on there.”

Sanchez struck outacareer-best
10 in 7% innings, but the Phillies
have still lost five of seven.

“We’ll bounce back,” manager
Rob Thomson said. “This group
has been resilient all year.”

Scherzer to miss remainder of regular season

Associated Press

TORONTO — Texas right-han-
der Max Scherzer will miss the
rest of the regular season, and
likely wouldn’t be able to pitch in
the playoffs if the Rangers make
the postseason, because of a
strained muscle in his shoulder.

Rangers general manager Chris
Young said an MRI on Wednesday
revealed a low-grade strain of the
teres major muscle that won’t re-
quire surgery. That came a day af-
ter Scherzer departed his start at
Toronto in the sixth inning.

“In some ways I was almost re-
lieved that it’s not worse. It’s not
surgery,” Scherzer said. “Talking
with the doctors, I fully expect to
make a full recovery.”

Young said team physician Dr.
Keith Meister feels confident that
the injury will fully heal with rest,
and Scherzer said he needed a
couple of weeks of not throwing.
But there are only 2'2 weeks left in
the regular season as the Rangers
try to make the playoffs for the
first time since 2016.

“Unfortunate-
ly, the timing of
the schedule
isn’t going to line
up to where we
can provide him
rest, and he’ll
still pitch again,
certainly before
the regular season,” said Young,
who was then asked about the
postseason. “I don’t want to rule it
out at this point. We’ll see where
the next two weeks go and how
he’s feeling. That said, it’s proba-
bly unlikely.”

The Rangers recalled right-
handed reliever Jonathan Her-
nandez from Triple-A Round
Rock. Young didn’t say how they
will fill Scherzer’s spot in the rota-
tion, other than that it will be so-
mebody already on the 28-man
roster.

Scherzer, whose 3,367 career
strikeouts are the most among ac-
tive pitchers, will be re-evaluated
in two weeks. He finished the sea-
son 13-6 with a 3.77 ERA in 27

Scherzer

Wild card

AMERICAN LEAGUE
w L Pct WCGB
Tampa Bay 90 57 .612 +8%
Texas 81 64 .559 +2
Seattle 81 65 .555 _
Toronto 80 66 .548 1

NATIONAL LEAGUE
w L Pct WCGB
Philadelphia 79 67 541 +3%
Chicago 78 69 .531 +2
Arizona 76 71 517 _
Cincinnati 76 71 517 _
Miami 75 71 514 V2
San Francisco 75 71 514 Y2

starts for the Mets and Rangers,
striking out 174 in 152 % innings.
Texas acquired the three-time Cy
Young Award winner from New
York just before the trade dead-
line, a deal that included Scherzer
exercising his 2024 option that is
worth $43.33 million and will be
paid mostly by the Mets.

“I've got to listen to what my
body says,” Scherzer said. “I'll
throw a ball when I can throw a
ball, but it sounds like I’'m not go-

ing to be able to throw a ball for a
little bit.”

Toronto was his third consecu-
tive abbreviated start. The eight-
time All-Star allowed three hits
and struck out two in 5% scoreless
innings Tuesday night, getting the
win as the Rangers leapfrogged
Toronto into the second AL wild-
card spot.

Scherzer allowed a season-high
seven runs, all on three homers,
while throwing 60 pitches in three
innings against Houston on Sept.
6. That was five days after he
threw one-hit ball over six score-
less innings against Minnesota,
but left after 88 pitches and later
said he had some forearm tight-
ness.

“This team has shown a ton of
resolve all season long. We’ve lost
five of six All-Stars in the second
half at different periods. We've
now lost a future Hall of Fame
pitcher,” Young said. “Yet here
we are in a great position to make a
run here at the end of the season
and make a playoff push.”

American League
East Division

w L Pct GB
Baltimore 91 54 .628 _
Tampa Bay 90 57 .612 2
Toronto 80 66 .548 11%
Boston 73 72 .503 18
New York 73 72 .503 18

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Minnesota 76 70 .521 _
Cleveland 69 78 469 TV
Detroit 66 79 .455 9%
Chicago 56 90 .384 20
Kansas City 46 101 .313 30%

West Division
W L Pct GB

Houston 83 64 .565 _
Texas 81 64 .559 1
Seattle 81 65 .555 1%
Los Angeles 68 79 .463 15
Oakland 46 100 .315 36%2
National League
East Division

w L Pct GB
x-Atlanta 96 50 .658 _
Philadelphia 79 67 541 17
Miami 75 71 514 21
New York 67 78 .462 28%
Washington 65 81 .445 31

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Milwaukee 81 64 .559 _
Chicago 78 69 .531 4
Cincinnati 76 71 517 6
Pittsburgh 68 78 .466 132
St. Louis 65 81 .445 16'%

West Division

Los Angeles 88 57 .607 _
Arizona 76 71 517 13
San Francisco 75 71 514 13%
San Diego 69 78 .469 20
Colorado 53 92 .366 35

x-clinched division
Wednesday’s games

Tampa Bay 5, Minnesota 4

Seattle 3, L.A. Angels 2 L
San Francisco 6, Cleveland 5, 10 innings
St. Louis 1, Baltimore 0

Texas 10, Toronto 0

Cincinnati 4, Detroit 3

Houston 6, Oakland 2 .

Kansas City 7, Chicago White Sox 1
Colorado 7, Chicago Cubs 3

Atlanta 4, Philadelphia 1

Pittsburgh 7, Washington 6

N.Y. Mets 7, Arizona 1

Miami 2, Milwaukee 0

San Diego 6, L.A. Dodgers 1

N.Y. Yankees at Boston, ppd.

Thursday’s games

Washington at Pittsburgh

Cincinnati at Detroit

N.Y. Yankees at Boston, 2

Miami at Milwaukee

Arizona at N.Y. Mets

Texas at Toronto

Tampa Bay at Baltimore

Minnesota at Chicago White Sox

San Francisco at Colorado
Friday’s games

N.Y. Yankees (TBD) at Pittsburgh (TBD)

Atlanta (Elder 12-4) at Miami (TBD)

Tampa Bay (Eflin 14-8) at Baltimore (Fla-
herty 8-8) .

Boston (TBD) at Toronto (Berrios 10-10)

Cincinnati (Greene 4-6) at N.Y. Mets (Pe-
terson 3-8) o

Texas (TBD) at Cleveland (Giolito 7-13)

Minnesota (TBD) at Chicago White Sox
(Scholtens 1-8) .

Houston (Javier 9-3) at Kansas City
(Greinke 1-15) .

Washington (TBD) at Milwaukee (TBD)

Philadelphia (Nola 12-9) at St. Louis
(Thompson 5-5)

San Francisco (TBD) at Colorado (Lam-
bert 3-7)
. 6Detroit (TBD) at L.A. Angels (Canning

Chicago Cubs (Steele 16-3) at Arizona
(TBD,

San Diego (Lugo 6-7) at Oakland (New-
comb 1-0)
loLéA;. Dodgers (Miller 9-3) at Seattle (Kirby

Saturday’s games

Boston at Toronto

San Diego at Oakland
Atlanta at Miami

Texas at Cleveland

N.Y. Yankees at Pittsburgh
Tampa Bay at Baltimore
Houston at Kansas City
Cincinnati at N.Y, Mets
Minnesota at Chicago White Sox
Washington at Milwaukee
Philadelphia at St. Louis
Chicago Cubs at Arizona
San Francisco at Colorado
Detroit at L.A. Angels

L.A. Dodgers at Seattle
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The Braves’ Ronald Acuiia Jr., left, and the Dodgers’ Mookie Betts, right, celebrate after hitting home
runs. Acuia had been considered the favorite for the NL MVP for months, but Betts has been stellar in the
second half of the season to lift the Dodgers to the top of the NL West.

Epic showdown for NL MVP
highlights tight award races

By Davip BRANDT
Associated Press

Ronald Acuia Jr. has the kind of numbers that
make the young Atlanta Braves star a no-doubter for
the National League MVP award.

Then again, so does Dodgers standout Mookie
Betts. And his teammate, Freddie Freeman.

It’s getting close to the postseason for Major
League Baseball, which also means it’s close to
award season. Some of the races are tighter than oth-
ers, and it appears the NL MVP race is a particularly
epic chase.

Acuna has been the favorite for months. He’s the
catalyst for a robust Braves offense that leads the big
leagues by scoring nearly six runs per game. The 25-
year-old outfielder even created his very own club
this season, becoming the one and only player in
MLB history with at least 30 homers and 60 stolen
bases.

Who could beat that?

Well, Betts is certainly trying. The 2018 AL MVP
has somehow put himself into the discussion with a
stellar second half that has propelled the Dodgers to
the top of the NL West. He’s batting .311 with 37 dou-
bles, 39 homers, 103 RBIs and 11 stolen bases — all
while moving between right field, second base and
even shortstop.

If advanced metrics are your thing, Betts hasa 7.9
Wins Above Replacement while Acuia is at 7.3, ac-
cording to FanGraphs.

Then there’s Freeman, the 2020 NL MVP, who is
batting .339 with SS doubles, 26 homers, 93 RBIs and
18 stolen bases.

NL MVP

The favorite: Acufa Jr.

In the mix: Betts, Freeman, Matt Olson (Braves).

The race: It still feels like Acuna is a sizable favo-
rite thanks to a combination of speed and power.
Betts and Freeman are also poised to receive plenty
of love from voters. Olson, a S1-homer first baseman,
has been a force all season.

AL MVP

The favorite: Shohei Ohtani, Los Angeles Angels.

In the mix: Corey Seager (Rangers), Marcus Semi-
en (Rangers), Kyle Tucker (Astros).

The race: Ohtani’s likely got this one wrapped up.
His two-way prowess was derailed by a torn elbow

ligament in August, but for five months, he treated
baseball fans to one of the most impressive perfor-
mances in MLB history. Seager and Semien have
been fantastic for the Rangers. Tucker has emerged
as an under-the-radar star.

NL Cy Young

The favorite: Blake Snell, San Diego Padres.

In the mix: Zac Gallen (Diamondbacks), Justin
Steele (Cubs), Spencer Strider (Braves).

The race: This one is still up for grabs in the sea-
son’s final weeks. Snell probably has the best overall
numbers, but he’ll be hurt by the fact that the Padres
have underachieved. Gallen recently pitched a shu-
tout against the Cubs, helping his case, but then he
was knocked around by the Mets on Wednesday.
Steele has come out of nowhere to be the ace for the
surprising playoff contenders. It’s hard to ignore
Strider’s 250 strikeouts.

AL Cy Young

The favorite: Gerrit Cole, New York Yankees.

In the mix: Luis Castillo (Mariners), Sonny Gray
(Twins).

The race: The Yankees have been a huge disap-
pointment this season, but it’s not Cole’s fault. The
veteran right-hander has a13-4 record, 2.79 ERA and
204 strikeouts. Castillo has been a key cog for the
Mariners, who have made an unlikely charge up the
standings.

NL Rookie of the Year

The favorite: Corbin Carroll, Arizona Diamond-
backs.

In the mix: Spencer Steer (Reds), Kodai Senga
(Mets), Matt McLain (Reds).

The race: Carroll has slowed a little in the second
half, but he’s still hit 24 homers and stole 47 bases,
helping the Diamondbacks stay in the playoff race all
year.

AL Rookie of the Year

The favorite: Gunnar Henderson, Baltimore
Orioles.

In the mix: Josh Jung (Rangers), Triston Casas
(Red Sox), Tanner Bibee (Guardians).

The race: Henderson’s clearly the favorite, partic-
ularly after Jung was sidelined with an injury in Au-
gust.

New policy limits
stars sitting out

By Douc FEINBERG
Associated Press

NEW YORK — The NBA took
steps Wednesday to try to ensure
that its star players appear in
more games, particularly nation-
ally televised matchups and the
in-season tournament that is be-
ing added this year.

The league’s board of governors
approved a new player participa-
tion policy that will take effect for
this upcoming season, replacing
the player resting policy that was
implemented prior to the 2017-18
season. The new rules focus pri-
marily on star players — someone
who has been an All-Star or on the
All-NBA team in any of the prior
three seasons. There are S0
players who fit into the star cate-
gory.

“It’s a shared view by everyone
in the league, it’s not just coming
from the league office,” NBA
Commissioner Adam Silver said.
“I think whether it’s our teams,
our players association, individual
players, I think there’s an ac-
knowledgement across the league
that we need to return to that prin-
ciple that this is an 82-game
league. ... I think there’s a state-
ment of principle that if you're a
healthy player in this league, the
expectation is that you’re going to
play.”

Increased player participation
is a top priority for Silver as the
league negotiates a new media
rights deal. The current deal ends
in 2025.

Teams will have to manage
their rosters to ensure only one
star player is unavailable per
game at the most.

“What we’ve tried to do as the
league office is work through all
the different issues recognizing
the genuine concern from the fans
and of course the media that’s pay-
ing for the opportunity to broad-
cast those games,” Silver said.

The league will have the ability

“If you're a
healthy player in
this league, the
expectation is
that you're going
to play.”

Adam Silver
NBA commissioner

to penalize teams that violate the
policy by fining them $100,000 for
the first infraction and $250,000
for the second. Each successive
violation will increase by $1 mil-
lion.

The NBA also wants teams to
maintain a balance between the
number of one-game absences a
star player has at home and on the
road, as well as refrain from any
long-term shutdowns where a star
player stops playing games.

The league will allow teams to
submit written requests in ad-
vance for older players for back-
to-back games. This is for a small
pool of stars who are either 35S or
older at the start of the season or
have played over 34,000 regular-
season minutes or 1,000 games in
their careers. LeBron James, Ke-
vin Durant and Stephen Curry all
fit in that category.

“The Players Association was
very much a part of it,” Silver said
of discussions on the new policy.
“We had extensive discussions
with them and then with individu-
al groups of players, particularly
the veterans in the league, about
how they thought we should be ap-
proaching it.”

Teams will be able to make oth-
er requests to have players miss
games that include personal rea-
sons, player’s prior injury history
and end-of-season flexibility.

Rick BowmER/AP

The Timberwolves’ Karl-Anthony Towns, left, and Rudy Gobert sit on
the bench during the first half of a game in February.



Pace 44

S 3RRER S RE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Friday, September 15, 2023

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Two weeks in, SEC looking vulnerable

Surprising 1-4 record against ACC
highlights lackluster start to season

By CHARLES ODUM

Associated Press

he mighty Southeastern

Conference, which has

claimed 13 of the last 17

national champion-
ships, including four straight,
looks far more vulnerable than
anyone expected and the slow
start could be important when
teams are competing for playoff
spots.

The SEC’s 1-4 record against At-
lantic Coast Conference teams
ranks as perhaps the biggest sur-
prise of the young season. The
league also has been humbled in
other high-profile matchups, in-
cluding Texas beating then-No. 3
Alabama 34-24 and Florida falling
at Utah, 24-11.

The SEC’s 3-6 record against
Power Five teams includes two at-
tention-grabbing losses against
ACC teams. Florida State beat
LSU and North Carolina rolled
past South Carolina on the open-
ing weekend. Texas A&M was also
clobbered at Miami.

More signs of SEC mediocrity
came last week when Auburn had
torally to beat California 14-10 and
Kentucky struggled to beat FCS
team Eastern Kentucky, 28-17.

The league’s customary
strength-of-schedule advantage
with the College Football Playoff
committee may be in jeopardy this
year. A one-loss team that is not
the SEC champion may have a
more difficult argument for a
playoff spot against a one-loss
team from another league, includ-

Florida’s

By Mark LoNG
Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — A week
after snapping a four-game losing
streak, Florida has a chance toend
another — arguably more impor-
tant — slide.

The Gators (1-1) have dropped
four consecutive rivalry games,
going 0-4 against Tennessee, LSU,
Georgia and Florida State in coach
Billy Napier’s first season in Gai-
nesville. They will try to halt the
skid against the 11th-ranked Vol-
unteers (2-0) in the Swamp on Sat-
urday night.

“It’s a big week,” Napier said.
“Anytime you play arival, it’s a big
game. Eastern Division opponent,
SEC game. When it comes to the
SEC, there’s magnitude here as a
program.”

Napier became the first football
coach in school history to lose to
all four rivals in the same season, a
dubious feat that much-maligned

ing the ACC and Big 12.

Would No. 1 Georgia, the two-
time defending national champion
still sitting atop the AP Top 25,
have more reason to worry about
the implication of a loss? Georgia
coach Kirby Smart noted all those
SEC losses in the first two weeks
came against quality opponents as
his Bulldogs prepared for their
SEC opener against South Caroli-
na on Saturday.

“I really have no idea,” Smart
said when asked about the
league’s rough start. “I mean, I
can’t put afinger on it or explain it.
I think that every team you men-
tioned that beat an SEC team is a
really good team, really, really
good teams. And most of those
teams have been improving for a
while.”

Florida coach Billy Napier sug-
gested patience when evaluating
the league.

“I do think as we settle in here,
the end of the year typically, I
think you’ll be able to evaluate
that more,” Napier said.

Kentucky coach Mark Stoops
remained optimistic even after
the Wildcats trailed Eastern Ken-
tucky until late in the first half.

“We know we will get better,”
Stoops said. “... We are 2-0. And
there are plenty of teams around
the country that have a lot to do.”

The league’s only win over an
ACC team came in Tennessee’s
49-13 rout of Virginia on Sept. 2.
The Vols dropped two spots to No.
11 in the Top 25 following their
lackluster 30-13 win over Austin

Napier trying to end skid in

No. 14 LSU (1-1)
at Mississippi State (2-0)
AFN-Atlantic
6 p.m. Saturday CET
1 a.m. Sunday JKT

predecessors Jim McElwain, Will
Muschamp and Ron Zook man-
aged to avoid.

Napier clearly understands the
stakes. He spent considerable
time during training camp educat-
ing his players about their rivals:
he showed highlight videos from
games dating back decades and
brought in guest lecturers who
have experienced wins and losses
in those all-important series.

Former Florida greats Kevin
Carter, Mike Peterson and Bran-
don Spikes were among those who
spoke. The trio enjoyed plenty of
success against the Vols in their
heydays, winning a combined 10
of 12 matchups.

“For me, it’s understanding the

Douc MurraY/AP

Miami safety Kamren Kinchens recovers the ball fumbled by Texas A&M running back Amari Daniels.
Texas A&M's 48-33 loss to Miami is one four losses by the SEC against ACC teams.

Peay. The uninspiring perfor-
mance led to a players-only meet-
ing to refocus for this week’s game
at Florida.

“It was a great meeting for us
honestly just because it allowed
everybody to see that we all still
have the same page, flush the
game that happened and let’s just
continue to go work this week,”
said Vols defensive lineman Oma-
ri Thomas.

Mews giving big returns

Georgia’s Mekhi Mews, a S-
foot-8 walk-on wide receiver,
leads the SEC and ranks second in

South Carolina (1-1)
at No. 1 Georgia (2-0)
AFN-Sports
9:30 p.m. Saturday CET
4:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

emotion behind it, the passion,”
said Florida quarterback Graham
Mertz, who transferred from Wis-
consin. “I’ve been a part of rival-
ries. Just understanding the new-
ness of it. For me, it’s gaining that
appreciation for what’s come be-
fore me, really being able to honor
that.”

Carter (1991-94) and Peterson
(1995-98) lost just once to Tennes-
see under coach Steve Spurrier;
Spikes (2006-09) won all four
meetings under coach Urban
Meyer.

Spurrier tormented rivals over
the years, whether it was with
high-scoring offense or with not-
so-playful barbs and one-liners.
Meyer was more passive-aggres-

the nation with 130 yards on five
punt returns. He returned a punt
69 yards for a touchdown in last
week’s 45-3 win over Ball State.
The speedy Mews also leads the
Bulldogs with six catches for 102
yards.

“T’ve seen it every day since he
came in here,” said wide receiver
Marcus Rosemy-Jacksaint. “Him
being on scout teams, just going
out there against the ones and just
giving everybody the blues. Every
day he makes plays. That’s all he
does. Those little runs, that’s what
he does on a daily basis.”

Tennessee’s Dee Williams, a

No. 11 Tennessee (2-0)
at Florida (1-1)
AFN-Sports
1 a.m. Sunday CET
8 a.m. Sunday JKT

sive, putting logos in urinals and
refusing to call certain opponents
by name.

Napier is taking a more syste-
matic approach.

“We did some work there rela-
tive to going back and really edu-
cating everyone on the history and
the magnitude of the game,” he
said. “’Do you understand that this
was THE GAME at one point in
time in college football relative to
the SEC, the Eastern Division and
certainly the national champion-
ship picture?””

The Tennessee-Florida winner
advanced to the SEC title games 12
times in 17 years between 1993
and 2009. Two-time defending na-
tional champion Georgia has since

cornerback, ranks third in the na-
tion — right behind Mews — with
123 punt return yards in two
games.

Williams, a junior-college
transfer, is a senior in his second
season with the Vols. After mis-
sing the first four games last sea-
son with an injury, he had 281
yards on 15 returns for an SEC-
best 18.7 yards per return. He had
a 73-yard punt return for a touch-
down against Vanderbilt in the
regular-season finale.

AP sports writers Gary Graves, Mark Long, Teresa
Walker and John Zenor contributed to this report.

rivalries

become the team to beat in the
East, having won the division five
of the last six years.

Tennessee and Florida have the
potential to close the gap on the
Bulldogs. Napier, though, has
some doubters.

While several second-year
coaches enjoyed immediate turn-
arounds — TCU’s Sonny DyKkes,
USC’s Lincoln Riley and LSU’s
Brian Kelly — others have shown
signs of being on the right track.
Duke’s Mike Elko, Miami’s Mario
Cristobal and Washington State’s
Jake Dickert notched signature
wins early in Year 2.

Napier, meanwhile, has lost six
consecutive games to teams
ranked in the Top 25 since beating
Utah to open the 2022 season.

Coming off a victory in Knox-
ville last season, the Volunteers
are trying to win consecutive
games in the series for the first
time since 2003-04.
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West Virginia’s Hudson Clement makes one his three touchdown catches in front of Duquesne’s Javon
Colston last weekend. Clement, who had 177 yards, gets his first chance to play against rival Pittsbugh.

Newcomers, transfers get
taste of ‘Backyard Brawl’

By JouN RaBy
Associated Press

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. —
West Virginia’s Hudson Clement
has met every challenge so far in
his young career.

The “Backyard Brawl” against
rival Pittsburgh will test his met-
tle and then some.

The redshirt freshman will be
among a group of players getting
their first significant snaps in the
rivalry being played for the 106th
time Saturday night between
schools separated by 75 miles and
woven by mutual contempt.

The rosters for West Virginia
(1-1) and Pittsburgh (1-1) have
gone through considerable chang-
es since the Panthers beat the
Mountaineers 38-31 in Pittsburgh
a year ago, when the rivalry re-
sumed following an 11-year hiatus.
West Virginia alone had to replace
its top four receivers, its leading
rusher and several players along
the defensive line and the second-
ary.

A walk-on receiver, Clement
didn’t play at West Virginia last
season. In 2021, he set a West Vir-
ginia high school record with eight
touchdowns for Martinsburg
High School in the state cham-
pionship game and won the Randy
Moss Award as the state’s top re-
ceiver.

Minutes before Kkickoff last
week, Clement learned he would
get his first start against Cham-
pionship Subdivision Duquesne
when Devin Carter was held back
after getting banged up at prac-
tice. Clement responded with 177

Pittsburgh (1-1)
at West Virginia (1-1)
AFN-Sports?2
1:30 a.m. Sunday CET
8:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

receiving yards and three touch-
downs in the 56-17 win and was re-
warded with a scholarship after
the game.

His infectious smile only got
bigger when asked about Pitt.

“Growing up, you see that rival-
ry all the time and you see the at-
mosphere and you just think about
playing in it,” Clement said. “Go-
ing into this, it’s crazy.”

On the other side, Panthers
quarterback Phil Jurkovec (Bos-
ton College) and safety Donovan
McMillon (Florida) transferred in
this season and attended high
school in the Pittsburgh area.
Wide receiver Daejon Reynolds
also arrived from Florida.

“I was pretty young the last time
they played, what was it, 12 years
ago?” McMillon said. “Not many
memories.”

Oh, but the stories that can be
told.

As football-playing members of
the original Big East conference,
West Virginia was a four-touch-
down favorite in 2007 when visit-
ing Pittsburgh won 13-9 to deny
the second-ranked Mountaineers
a spot in the national champion-
ship game and close out the Rich
Rodriguez era in Morgantown.

Two years later, Pittsburgh was
ranked No. 8 when Tyler Bitan-
curt’s fourth field goal of the
game, a 43-yarder as time ex-

pired, lifted West Virginia to a 19-
16 win. In 2011, West Virginia
earned a comeback 21-20 win en
route to an appearance in the Or-
ange Bowl.

A year later, West Virginia
joined the Big 12. Pitt left for the
ACC in 2013 and the rivalry went
on hiatus.

McMillon watched last year’s
Pitt win from his dorm room at
Florida. He took video on his
phone of cornerback M.J. Devon-
shire’s fourth-quarter intercep-
tion return for a touchdown that
gave the Panthers the victory.

Earlier this month he showed
the video to Devonshire when it
popped up as an anniversary men-
tion on his social media timeline.

“Now that I'm actually able to
play this game, it’s an awesome
experience,” McMillon said.

For the second straight year,
Pitt coach Pat Narduzzi had West
Virginia’s fight song and John
Denver’s “Take Me Home, Coun-
try Roads” blaring on loudspeak-
ers during practices.

“We’re playing all West Virgi-
nia music. Every day. At all
times,” McMillon said. “And mak-
ing sure that it’s so annoying that
whenever we get out there, we’re
going to punch them in the
mouth.”

While conference realignment
has changed the college football
landscape and forced some rival-
ries to cease, Pittsburgh and West
Virginia are set to play six more
times through 2032. Both coaches
have indicated they’d like the
game to be played every season.

Depth: FSU especially
effective on third down

FROM PAGE 48

ond season of Power Five football
and help continue the program’s
ascent. While the sack numbers
aren’t there yet this fall, defensive
coordinator Adam Fuller said, “I
thought his game against South-
ern Miss was actually even a
cleaner game than it was against
LSU.”

As Florida State (2-0) opens
ACC play at Boston College (1-1)
on Saturday — and with a show-
down at Clemson looming on Sept.
23 — the Seminoles have shown
off a veteran, deep front and are
15th in the FBS in third-down con-
version defense (allowing just 6 of
23 conversions).

One unexpected source of pres-
sure on opposing quarterbacks is
defensive tackle Dennis Briggs,
who has a sack in each game.
Briggs had just four sacks in his
prior five seasons at Florida State.

Another defensive tackle who has
impressed is Joshua Farmer, who
had a sack in his first start against
LSU. All of this is happening with-
out Darrell Jackson, a transfer
who had his waiver to play this fall
declined by the NCAA in August.

Behind an aggressive front,
Florida State’s defense halted
LSU on all three of its fourth-down
attempts and held the Tigers to 3-
for-10 on third-down attempts. On
Saturday, Southern Miss didn’t
convert any of its five third-down
attempts in the first half.

“I thought we were dominant,”
Fuller said. “There were a lot of
three-and-outs in there.”

A dominant and rested line is
one of the reasons why. And the
Seminoles feel they are just get-
ting started.

“We’re not perfect,” Lovett said.
“We’re not where we want to be.
But we’re working to get there.”

JoHN Raoux/AP

Florida State defensive lineman Braden Fiske, left, arrived in
Tallahassee through the transfer portal from Western Michigan.
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Dolphins’ defense look

Miami won despite surrendering
234 rushing yards to Chargers

By ArLaNis THAMES
Associated Press

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — Je-
von Holland didn’t want to make
excuses after the Miami Dolphins’
defense gave up 234 rushing yards
in a season-opening win over the
Los Angeles Chargers.

“Weneed tobe better,” the third-
year safety said. “Plain and sim-
ple.”

Growing pains were expected as
the Dolphins transition to the
scheme of new coordinator Vic
Fangio. They struggled to get pres-
sure with their front four in the
opener and were gashed on the
ground after finishing 2022 with the
league’s fourth-best run defense.

Coach Mike McDaniel praised
the defense for ultimately sealing
the win with two timely sacks of
Justin Herbert on the Chargers’ fi-
nal drive, but said he wants to see a
“constant mode of progression”
from the unit this week as the team
prepares to face New England on
Sunday night.

“I think there’s a lot of people
with the right motivations that were
trying toindependently make plays
and not thinking about technique
and fundamentals,” McDaniel
said.

Miami made several changes in
the offseason intended to bolster a
defense that finished 18th overall
and 27th against the passin 2022 —
partially because of injuries in the
secondary.

Miami Dolphins (1-0)
at New England Patriots (0-1)
AFN-Sports
2:20 a.m. Monday CET
9:20 a.m. Monday JKT

The Dolphins traded for All-Pro
cornerback Jalen Ramsey in
March, but he tore the meniscus in
his left knee at the start of training
camp and will miss the first part of
the season. They also signed line-
backer David Long Jr. after he
spent the past four seasons with
Tennessee.

Long played just17 snaps against
the Chargers, which McDaniel said
was dictated by the game plan.
Long, who had two interceptions
last year, said he feels the defense
will get better as players get more
comfortable in the new scheme.

“Looktoyourleftand yourright,”
Long said Wednesday. “We’ve got
dogs all across the board. We need
to hold ourselves to a better stan-
dard, and I think we took that initia-
tive today.”

Linebacker Jaelan Phillips said
the Dolphins didn’t “earn the right”
to rush the passer Sunday because
they offered little resistance
againsttherun. The Chargers aver-

Tiif

MaRrk J. TERRILL/AP

Los Angeles Chargers running back Austin Ekeler stiff-arms Miami Dolphins safety Jevon Holland during the
first half Sept. 10 in Inglewood, Calif. The Dolphins won 36-34, overcoming a poor defensive performance.

aged 5.8 yards per rush and con-
verted on 60% of their third-down
attempts.

“They weren’t really drop-back
passing too often,” Phillips said.
“Thefew drop-back passesthey did
have, it’s kind of hard to get in a
rhythm when they’re just running
the ball on you. You’ve got to stop
the run before you can actually get
to those third-and-long situations.”

Phillips, who combined with cor-
nerback Justin Bethel for the game-
sealing sack, added that it’s some-
thing to correct with “discipline
and technique” as the Dolphins

prepare for Week 2, knowing that
Bill Belichick’s team willlook to ex-
ploit the defense in the same ways.

“It’s a copycat league,” he said,
“soany time you’re assessing some-
body on film and you see that a cer-
tain play or certain formation has
success, you're most likely going to
go out there and try to repeat that
success. Sowe’re going tohave togo
out there and set the tone and prove
that we can stop the run.”

The Dolphins have won four of
their last five matchups with New
England, including a 20-7 win in
Week 11ast year when they held the

Patriots to 78 yards rushing. Miami
sacked Mac Jones twice and inter-
cepted him while limiting the Patri-
ots to 271 total yards.

New England brought in coordi-
nator Bill O’Brien in an attempt to
improve its offense.

“Bill O’Brien has always done a
really good job,” McDaniel said,
“and I think they’re doing some
things that — you can tell when
there’s connectivity between coach
and quarterback, and there’s stuff
that he’s playing very confident in.
It’s a good litmus test when the
quarterback is playing better.”

Pederson seeking 1st Wm against mentor, friend Reid

By MaRrk LoNG
Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Doug
Pederson has known Andy Reid for
nearly 30 years.

He played for Reid in Green Bay
(1996-98) and then Philadelphia
(1999). He spent seven years coach-
ing under Reid in Philadelphia
(2009-12) and then Kansas City
(2013-15).

They share offensive philoso-
phies, coaching principles and core
beliefs.

They’ll share the field for the third
time in 10 months when Pederson
and the Jacksonville Jaguars (1-0)
host Reid and the Kansas City
Chiefs (0-1) on Sunday. And Peder-
son is still looking for a break-
through victory against his mentor
and close friend.

“I got a ton of respect for Coach
Reid and his career and what he’s
done,” Pederson said Wednesday.
“I've played for him. I worked for
him and obviously you’d love to
eventually win a football game
against him.”

Ep Zurca/AP

Jacksonwville Jaguars head coach Doug Pederson, left, and Kansas City
Chiefs head coach Andy Reid are set to meet for the first time since
the Chiefs beat the Jaguars in a divisional playoff game Jan. 21.

Pederson is 0-3 in head-to-head
matchups against Reid, with all
three of those played at Arrowhead
Stadium in Kansas City.

The Chiefs beat Pederson and
Philadelphia 27-20 in Week 2 of the

2017 season, the Eagles rebounded
and ultimately won the Super Bowl.
The Chiefs swept the Jaguars last
season, winning 27-17 in Week 10
and 27-20 in the divisional round of
the AFC playoffs.

Pederson still laments the most
recentone. Hisdefense gave upa 98-
yard drive with Patrick Mahomes
(sprained ankle) sidelined in the
second quarter. His offense had two
chances to tie the game in the third
and couldn’t move the ball past mid-
field, and then turned the ball over
twice in the fourth.

“There were some missed oppor-
tunities by us,” Pederson recalled.
“Those were critical and those were
big and all of that. But I felt like, too,
we just missed the opportunities
that were there. Whether that’s the
outcome of the game or not, who
knows?

“Maybe fortunately for us it’s a
learning experience and something
that our young football team can
take away from moments like that.
When you’re playing good teams
like this and defending world cham-
pionship teams, you can’t make
those mistakes and expect to win.”

Reid has noticed similarities be-
tween Kansas City and Jackson-
ville, especially on the offensive side
of the ball.

It’s no surprise, either, given how
muchPedersonstudied andlearned
while playing and coaching under
Reid.

“Everywhere you go, you take a
piece of it and put it in there,” Reid
said. “I think he’s probably put his
own flair on things. I’'m sure there
are things he does that he took from
here, but we were together a long
time.”

The Chiefs are 3Y2-point favo-
rites, according to FanDuel Sports-
book. Jacksonville went S-0 ashome
underdogs last season, the best sin-
gle-season mark by any team in the
Super Bowl era.

“It'll be a good test for early in the
season to see where we’re at,” Jag-
uars receiver Christian Kirk said.
“It’sbigforus, Week 2, toreally geta
taste of the caliber of football and the
level of football that we want to play.
We’re going to have to beat teams
like this to get to where we want to
go.

“It’s really important for us to ap-
proach it that way and see how we
respond.”
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San Francisco 49ers wide receiver Brandon Aiyuk catches a touchdown pass Sept. 10 in Pittsburgh. Aiyuk
is becoming one of the most dangerous players on a 49ers team that already has several playmakers.

A9ers’ Aiyuk earning focus,
respect from other teams

By Josa DuBow
Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — De-
fenses preparing to face the San
Francisco 49ers have plenty to
worry about with three playmak-
ers who have been All-Pros in re-
cent seasons.

There’s running back Christian
McCaffrey, who once topped 1,000
yards rushing and receiving in the
same season. Then there’s Deebo
Samuel, who had 1,770 yards from
scrimmage two years ago as a dy-
namic pass catcher and runner.
Throw in George Kittle, who has
the second-most yards receiving
among all tight ends since 2018.

It might be time to add receiver
Brandon Aiyuk to that mix.

Aiyuk showed how dangerous
he can be in San Francisco’s of-
fense when he had eight catches
for129 yards and two TDs in a sea-
son-opening win at Pittsburgh that
sent other defenses a message that
he should be feared, too.

“I really don’t care too much
about respect no more,” Aiyuk
said. “I just come out here and do
my job.”

After following up a promising
rookie year in 2020 with a stint in
coach Kyle Shanahan’s doghouse
the following year, Aiyuk has done
just that since the start of last sea-
son.

Heled San Franciscolast season
with 78 catches for1,01S yards, but
still came into this season a little
overlooked. Steelers coach Mike
Tomlin told reporters earlier this

@

San Francisco 49ers (1-0)
at Los Angeles Rams (1-0)
AFN-Sports?2
10 p.m. Sunday CET
5 a.m. Monday JKT

week that Aiyuk was able to capi-
talize on all the focus Pittsburgh
put on slowing down McCaffrey,
Samuel and Kittle to post the most
productive opener for a Niners re-
ceiver in more than two decades.

“That’s what makes awesome
units challenging,” Tomlin said.
“They got a lot of capable people
who are able to rise up and make
plays when others garner atten-
tion. I don’t think any of that is sur-
prising to us. His evolution, partic-
ularly over the latter half of last
year, is kind of reflective of that
performance. So, we tip our cap to
him. He made a combat 50-S0
catch for a touchdown. He made
some other significant plays. He
played a really good football
game.”

Aiyuk caught all eight of his tar-
getslast week and became the first
San Francisco receiver to have at
least 100 yards receiving and two
TDs in an opener since J.J. Stokes
did it in 1998.

He also delivered one of the
plays of the game for San Francis-

co when he wasn’t running a pass
route. Aiyuk’s bone-crushing
block helped spring McCaffrey on
a 65-yard TD run that broke the
game open in the second half and
was a highlight of the film review
for the team.

“It was fun, it was lit,” Aiyuk
said. “Everybody was juiced up.
Those are the type of plays that get
our team going.”

The commitment to blocking in
the run game and the discipline to
run routes the way Shanahan
wants were missing a bit early in
Aiyuk’s second season.

He didn’t even get a single tar-
get in the opener that season and
had just 13 catches in the first sev-
en games before turning his sea-
son — and career — around. Sha-
nahan said the talent was always
there for Aiyuk, but the biggest
difference has been the consisten-
cy.

That led to the big performance
in the opener, when Aiyuk was the
focal point of the passing game.

“You never know which direc-
tion it’s going to go each week,”
Shanahan said. “But the coolest
thing about B.A. is how ready he
came to play regardless. You see
him on some of those run plays and
stuff and from the beginning to the
end. Usually when he islike thatin
the run game, it carries over to the
pass game. The pass game’s just a
little more out of your control, but
(Sunday) it all fell to him and he
was ready for the moment and had
abig-time game.”

Raiders’ Garoppolo
building chemistry
with his receivers

By MARK ANDERSON
Associated Press

With Denver Broncos corner-
back Patrick Surtain sticking to
Davante Adams throughout Sun-
day’s meeting with the Raiders,
Jakobi Meyers kept getting open
and Jimmy Garoppolo kept find-
ing him.

That connection between two of
the newest Raiders was critical in
Las Vegas opening its season with
a 17-16 victory. Garoppolo threw
10 passes Meyers’ way, and he
caught nine for 81 yards and two
touchdowns.

Now Garoppolo might have to
look elsewhere when the Raiders
play at Buffalo on Sunday because
Meyers is in the concussion proto-
col. That could mean more than
nine targets Adams received at
Denver and certainly more than
the zero Hunter Renfrow and roo-
kie tight end Michael Mayer had.

Garoppolo is working with his
receivers this week at The Green-
brier resort in White Sulphur
Springs, W.Va. The Raiders are
there to acclimate to the Eastern
time zone before playing the Bills.

“They all pull for each other,”
Garoppolo said. “It’s even in the
run game and you see those guys
crack-block safeties. That takes
some commitment as a receiver,
and we got a good group of guys.
They’re fun to mesh with. I think
our relationship is growing every
day out here, but we’re in a good
spot.”

Garoppolo showed his willing-
ness against the Broncos to put his
body on the line.

He ran up the middle for an 8-
yard gain on the game’s first drive
and took a shot that temporarily
sent him to the blue medical tent

Las Vegas Raiders (1-0)
at Buffalo Bills (0-1)
AFN-Atlantic
7 p.m. Sunday CET
2 a.m. Monday JKT

for a concussion check. Garoppolo
sealed the victory with an 8-yard
scramble on third-and-7.

He also showed mental tough-
ness in bouncing back from an
end-zone interception by leading
the winning touchdown drive in
the fourth quarter and then drain-
ing the final 5:08 off the clock.

“He’s not going to tell you to do
anything that he wouldn’t do,”
Adams said. “He’s the type of guy
that you wouldn’t mind getting be-
hind because you can feel that pas-
sion and that fire, especially in the
moment. He went out there and
made a critical mistake in the red
zone and then bounced back on
the next drive with a hell of a
drive. That’s not easy to do.”

It was Garoppolo’s first game
since breaking his left foot on Dec.
4 while playing for the San Fran-
cisco 49ers. He missed all of orga-
nized team activities and mini-
camp before hitting the field for
training camp.

“Feltlike alifetime ago I played,
soit was good to get back out there,
get those juices flowing, the
crowd, you can’t hear anything at
the line of scrimmage,” Garoppolo
said. “It’s those moments that you
live for as a quarterback, especial-
ly.”

Jack DEmPSEY/AP

Las Vegas Raiders quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo (10) has been work-
ing to build chemistry with his receivers, including Davante Adams
(17), before the Raiders’ next game against the Buffalo Bills.



Pace 48 SE3REEYE AR N]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Friday, September 15, 2023

SPORTS
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over Phillies » MLB, Page 42
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Florida State preseason All-American Jared Verse is part of a veteran defensive front that had four sacks in the opener against LSU and two more last week against Southern Miss.

Following championship model, Florida St.
uses frequent rotation on defensive front

JoHuN Raoux/AP

Defensive lineman Fabien Lovett says the Seminoles are “going to be
the best in the nation. It won’t be no ifs, ands or buts about it.”

By BoB FERRANTE
Associated Press

xXpectations were ex-

tremely high for defen-

sive end Jared Verse at

Florida State, yet the
preseason All-American has just
two tackles and two quarterback
hurries in two games.

Verse has drawn double teams
and attention, but a veteran Semi-
noles’ defensive front has demon-
strated it is more than a one-man
show. No. 3 Florida State had four
sacks in the season-opening win
over LSU and tacked on two more
last week against Southern Miss,
which scored just three points in
the first half against the first-team
defense.

“We’re going to be the best in
the nation,” defensive tackle Fa-
bien Lovett said. “It won’t be no

No. 3 Florida State (2-0)
at Boston College (1-1)
AFN-Sports2
6 p.m. Saturday CET
1 a.m. Sunday JKT

ifs, ands or buts about it. We’re
just focused on the best we can be
each day, every rep.”

Coach Mike Norvell and his
staff have made an emphasis of
accumulating defensive line tal-
ent in an effort to minimize how
many reps the Seminoles will log
each game. Verse arrived from
FCS school Albany in 2022, while
defensive tackle Braden Fiske
(Western Michigan) and defen-
sive end Gilber Edmond (South
Carolina) arrived through the
transfer portal this offseason.

“Every play that they play, we
want at an elite level, chasing the

ball, everything that we’re doing,
physicality,” Norvell said. “And
when you have good players, you
can do that. I did an offseason
study, looking at the past three or
four national champions and
there’s only one defensive line-
man on those teams that played
over S0% of the snaps defensively.
But you saw a lot of guys around
30-45%. It shows depth, it shows
quality.”

Norvell paused briefly and un-
derscored another Kkey point:
“There’s a lot of first-round draft
picks that came from that.”

Verse was projected to be a
first-rounder in the 2023 draft by
some analysts but chose to return
because he felt he could improve
as a run-stopper, learn from a sec-

SEE DEPTH ON PAGE 45
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