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Russia’s
illicit use
of Starlink
aids fight

By ALEX HORTON,
SERHIT KOROLCHUK
AND Eva Dou
The Washington Post

DONETSK REGION, Ukraine
— Russian forces have become
deadlier and more agile with the
help of illicit Starlink terminals,
allowing them to use satellite in-
ternet to enhance coordination
during assaults, fly more drone
sorties and batter Ukrainian
troops with accurate artillery fire
despite U.S. efforts to stop the flow
of technology.

The terminals, which give com-
manders live battlefield views
with drones and secure communi-
cation between soldiers, are sub-
ject to prohibitions that outlaw
many U.S. electronics from reach-
ing Moscow. Yet there is a burge-
oning black market of Starlinks
bringing the terminals to Russians
on the front and their proliferation
has been an important factor in
Russia’s recent gains during its of-
fensive, Ukrainian soldiers said.

Tens of thousands of Starlink
dishes form the backbone of Uk-
raine’s military network, fueling
devices vital to fighting a digital
war — one of the few advantages
Kyiv has against Moscow’s bigger,
if less modernized, force. Six Uk-
rainian soldiers and officers from
different units across the Donetsk
region told The Washington Post
that Russia has closed the technol-
ogy gap, making its forces more
cohesive and boosting the number
and precision of attacks.

The issue has renewed Ukrai-
nian frustrations over Elon Musk,
SpaceX’s mercurial chief execu-
tive. Some of the soldiers criti-
cized Musk by name, saying his
company has not done enough to

SEE ILLICIT ON PAGE 5
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ALEX BRANDON/AP

Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump departs after speaking at a campaign event at the Butler Farm Show, on Oct.
5, in Butler, Pa. Trump’s campaign has requested added security, citing potential threats from Iran.

Iranian threats cited as reason for requested military planes, vehicles

By JosH DAWSEY
AND IsAAC ARNSDORF
The Washington Post
onald Trump’s campaign requested
D extra security, including transporta-
tion in military vehicles and aircraft,
during the final weeks of the campaign, citing a
potential threat from Iran.

The measures include expanded flight re-
strictions over his residences and rallies, bal-
listic glass pre-positioned in seven battle-
ground states for the campaign’s use and an ar-
ray of military vehicles to transport Trump, ac-
cording to emails reviewed by The Washington

Post and people familiar with the matter.

The requests are extraordinary and unprec-
edented — no nominee in recent history has
been ferried around in military planes ahead of
an election. But the requests came after
Trump’s campaign advisers received briefings
in which the government said Iran is still ac-
tively plotting to kill him, according to the
emails reviewed by The Post and the people fa-
miliar with the matter, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to describe sensitive discus-
sions. Trump advisers have grown concerned
about drones and missiles, according to the
people.

In the emails over the past two weeks from
campaign manager Susie Wiles to Ronald L.
Rowe Jr., the head of the Secret Service, she
expressed displeasure with the Secret Service
and said the campaign recently had to cancel a
public event at the last minute because of a
“lack of personnel” from the Secret Service —
instead only putting Trump in a small room
with reporters. Wiles said Trump’s campaign
is being hampered in its planning because of
threats and expects to hold far more events in
the final weeks of the campaign.

SEE SECURITY ON PAGE 7
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Fisher-Price recalls over 2 million Snuga baby swings

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Fisher-Price is
recalling parts of over 2 million in-
fant swings across the U.S., Canada
and Mexico due to a serious suffoca-
tion risk, following reports of five in-
fant deaths.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission warned that all mod-
els of Fisher-Price’s Snuga Swings
should never be used for sleep or
have bedding materials added.

The products’ headrest and seat
pad body support insert can in-

crease risks of suffocation, the no-
tice published Thursday said.

There have been five reports of
deaths involving infants between 1
to 3 months old when the product
was used for sleep, according to the
commission.

In most of those incidents, which
took place from 2012 to 2022, bed-
ding material was added tothe prod-
uct and the babies were unre-
strained.

Consumers are urged to immedi-
ately cut off the headrest and re-

move the body-support insert be-
fore continuing to use the swing.
New York-based Fisher-Price, a di-
vision of California toy giant Mattel,
is providing a $25 refund to consum-
ers who remove and destroy those
parts of the product.

Instructions can be found on Mat-
tel’s recall website.

In a statement, CPSC Commis-
sioner Richard L. Trumka Jr.
slammed Fisher-Price for what he
called a “flawed” recall, saying the
remedy provided by the company is

not enough.

The recall “is doomed to fail and
will keep many babies in harm’s
way,” Trumka stated. He criticized
Fisher-Price for only recalling a
portion of the product and offering
consumers a fraction of the $160
they originally spent.

“My advice: get your $25 refund
and then throw this product away,
donotkeepitinyourhomesbecause
even after the so-called ‘repair’ this
product will still be unsafe for infant
sleep,” Trumka added.
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He also argued that Fisher-Price
was repeating past failures — point-
ing to previous infant deaths related
to productslike the brand’s “Rock ‘n
Play” and “Newborn-to-Toddler
Rockers” devices.

The Fisher-Price Snuga Swings
now under recall were sold at major
retailers —including Amazon, Wal-
mart, Toys R Us and Target —
across North America between Oc-
tober 2010 and January 2024, ac-
cording to the CPSC. About 2.1 mil-
lion swings were sold inthe U.S.
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High praise for
Army’s new ride

Commander calls Infantry Squad Vehicle
‘greatest thing’ to come from exercise

By WyarT OLsoN
Stars and Stripes

SCHOFIELD BARRACKS, Ha-
waii — Soldiers of the 25th Infan-
try Division are testing the Army’s
new Infantry Squad Vehicle dur-
ing a two-week exercise in Hawaii
that ends Thursday.

“It’s probably the greatest thing
that’s come out of this exercise so
far,” Col. Matthew Leclair, com-
mander of the 196th Infantry Bri-
gade, said during an interview
Sunday in the combat training
command center at Schofield Bar-
racks.

“It’s fundamentally changed
how fast we can get infantry from
one location to the next,” he said.

The 196th, headquartered at
Fort Shafter, oversees training
and readiness for U.S. Army Pa-
cific troops and operates the Joint
Pacific Multinational Readiness
Center’s regional combat training
centers.

The brigade was given 96 Infan-
try Squad Vehicles for validation
during the exercise, a process that
has already begun with the 101st
Airborne Division, Leclair said.

Validation is when equipment is
tested and evaluated to confirm it
meets performance and safety
standards before it is fully de-
ployed across the force.

The ISV is manufactured by
GM Defense, a subsidiary of Gen-
eral Motors. The firm was award-

ed an initial $214 million contract
in 2020 to develop a light and agile
all-terrain vehicle that could carry
nine soldiers.

It is based on the Chevrolet Col-
orado ZR2 Bison and powered by a
2.8-liter engine. It is small enough
to be loaded into
a Chinook or
Stallion helicop-
ter and light
enough to be
sling-loaded un-
der a Black
Hawk helicop-
ter, according to
an Army fact
sheet.

It took the soldiers only a couple
of days to figure out how to use the
new vehicle, Leclair said.

“It’s really quiet,” he said. “It’s
light. It goes forever on one tank of
gas, like 400 kilometers. It doesn’t
require a ton of maintenance.”

“For years, we’ve had the Hum-
vees,” he said. “For years, we’ve
had these big trucks that we’ve
loaded infantrymen into the back,
16 to 20 at a time. It’s so loud you
can hear it coming from a mile
away. It takes hours to load every-
body onto these trucks.”

With ISVs, soldiers throw their
rucksacks on top of the roll cage,
pull a net over them and take off,
Leclair said.

“You give three or four of these
vehicles to a platoon, and they can

BReENDEN DELGADO/U.S. Army

Sgt. Daniel Allen, an infantryman with the 25th Infantry Division, poses in an Infantry Squad Vehicle at

Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, on Oct. 5 during a combat training exercise.

“It's fundamentally changed how fast we
can get infantry from one location to the

next.”

Col. Matthew Leclair

commander of the 196th Infantry Brigade

be off and gone,” he said.

The ISVs are part of the Army’s
“Transforming in Contact” initia-
tive, which aims to rapidly put the
newest technology into the hands
of soldiers to make them more le-
thal, survivable and adaptable in
any environment.

The concept is being tested us-
ing brigade combat teams with the

25th ID, 101st Airborne Division
and the 10th Mountain Division,
according to an Army fact sheet.

Now inits fourth year in Hawaii,
the Joint Pacific Multinational
Readiness Center training focuses
on one combat unit of the 25th In-
fantry Division, centering this
time on the 2nd Light Brigade
Combat Team.

The JPMRC possesses person-
nel and equipment capable of pro-
viding realistic combat training of
the kind soldiers would get at the
Joint Readiness Training Center
at Fort Johnson, La., or the Nation-
al Training Center at Fort Irwin,
Calif.

This year’s Hawaii exerciseisin
part assessing whether the light
brigade combat team has the right
equipment and whether the unitis
structured appropriately, Leclair
said.

“Are they more lethal based on
the equipment that we gave them
and are they more mobile based
on the equipment we gave them?”
he said.

Cities told over a month after Yokota spill likely tainted by toxins

By SETH ROoBSON
AND Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
Local authorities in cities sur-
rounding this base in western To-
kyo were not told for more than a
month that thousands of gallons of
water, likely tainted with toxic
chemicals, spilled off the installa-
tion this summer.

A short burst of heavy rains on
Aug. 30 caused approximately
12,640 gallons of water to overflow
from Yokota’s fire training area
onto an asphalt surface and even-
tually into a stormwater drainage
system, according to an email
Thursday from Capt. Emma
Quirk, spokeswoman for Yokota’s
374th Airlift Wing.

The water probably contained
residual amounts of aqueous film
forming foam, she said. The foam
is a firefighting material that con-

tains PFAS, a class of chemicals
with suspected toxic properties.

The foam is no longer in use at
Yokota and the Air Force has
moved to replace fire-suppression
systems at basesin Japan with ma-
terials other than PFAS.

PFAS, a manufactured com-
pound in many household prod-
ucts, from stainproof and water-
proof fabric to nonstick cookware,
islinked toanincreasedrisk of cer-
tain tumors of the liver, testicles,
breasts and pancreas, according to
the American Cancer Society.

“Many Tokyo residents are con-
cerned about the health effects of
PFOS ... and these concerns need
to be alleviated as soon as possi-
ble,” said a letter from the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government and six
municipalities to Japan’s defense
ministry and North Kanto Defense
Bureau dated Oct. 3.

The six municipalities are the ci-

ties of Akishima, Fussa, Hamura,
Musashimurayama and Tachika-
wa and the town of Mizuho.

PFOS and PFOA are two compo-
nents of PFAS considered toxic
and sometimes called “forever
chemicals.” The U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency in June
said no level of PFAS is safe in
drinking water. The synthetic
compounds accumulate in the
body over time, according to the
EPA.

The North Kanto Defense Bu-
reau, an arm of Japan’s Ministry of
Defense, notified the municipal-
ities about the spill on Oct. 3, ac-
cording to a post on the metropol-
itan government’s website the
nextday. The letter took issue with
the delay in notifying local govern-
ments.

“More than a month has passed
since the leak reported this time
happened, and the fact that the in-

formation was not provided
promptly leads to distrust of resi-
dents living near the base and it is
extremely regrettable,” the letter
stated.

The letter didn’t assign blame
for the late notice. Neither the Air
Force’s 374TH Airlift Wing nor Ja-
pan’s Defense Ministry responded
to phone messages and email
queries Thursday about the delay.

Theletter asked Japan’s govern-
ment for more information about
the spill, including where the wa-
ter flowed, why contaminated wa-
ter was stored on base and what
preventive measures will be tak-
en.

They also asked Japan’s govern-
ment to take responsibility for any
fallout from the spill and to cooper-
ate with local officials if they see a
need to conduct a survey on base,
the letter stated.

Between 2010 and 2022, the U.S.

military reported seven PFAS-
tainted spills or leaks to Japan’s
Ministry of Defense, which in turn
notified local governments, the
Tokyo Shimbun reported July 10.

About 167 gallons of liquid con-
taining high levels of PFAS spilled
at the Yokota Community Center’s
receiving dock on Jan. 25, 2023.
The center houses the base com-
missary and exchange.

However, the spill did not es-
cape the base, the newspaper re-
ported, citing unnamed officials.

The assessment of the August
incident is complex and ongoing,
but Japan’s government was noti-
fied once officials were certain the
water flowed off base, Quirk said.

“Installation officials immedi-
ately began on-site assessments to
track the route of the spill, volume
of water and likely discharge
points, and those studies contin-
ue,” she said.
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Taiwan: China uses 125 aircraft in exercises

By JoHNsON LAl
AND Huizaong Wu
Associated Press

TAIPEI Taiwan — China em-
ployed 125 military aircraft in exer-
cises aimed at Taiwan on Monday, a
record for a single day, Taiwan’s
Ministry of National Defense said.

It said 90 of the aircraft, including
warplanes, helicopters and drones,
were spotted within Taiwan’s air de-
fense identification zone.

China launched large-scale mili-
tary exercises on Monday aimed at
warning against Taiwanese inde-
pendence, it said.

China deployed an aircraft carri-
er, other ships and warplanes in the
exercises surrounding Taiwan and
its outlying islands, simulating the
sealing off of key portsinamove that
underscores the tense situation in
the Taiwan Strait.

China’s Defense Ministry said the
drills were a response to the Taiwa-
nese president’s refusal to accept
Beijing’s demand that self-go-
verned Taiwan acknowledge itself
as a part of the People’s Republic of
China under the rule of the Commu-
nist Party.

The drills came four days after
Taiwan celebrated the founding of

its government on its National Day,
when Taiwanese President Lai
Ching-te said in a speech that China
hasnorighttorepresent Taiwanand
declared his commitment to “resist
annexation or encroachment.”

“Our military will definitely deal
with the threat from China appro-
priately,” Joseph Wu, secretary-
general of Taiwan’s security coun-
cil, said at a forum in Taipei, Tai-
wan’s capital. “Threatening other
countries with force violates the ba-
sic spiritof the United Nations Char-
ter to resolve disputes through
peaceful means.”

Taiwan’s Presidential Office
called on China to “cease military
provocations that undermine re-
gional peace and stability and stop
threatening Taiwan’s democracy
and freedom.”

A map aired on China’s state
broadcaster CCTV showed sixlarge
blocks encircling Taiwan indicating
where the military drills were being
held, along with circles drawn
around Taiwan’s outlying islands.
China’s Defense Ministry has not
said how long the drills will last.

China deployed its Liaoning air-
craftcarrier forthe drills,and CCTV
showed a J-15 fighter jet taking off

TawaN CoasT GUARD/AP

In this screen grab from video, a member of the Taiwan coast guard
monitors a China coast guard boat as it passes near the coast of

Matsu islands, Taiwan, on Monday.

from the deck of the carrier, though
the exact location of the ship is un-
clear.

China’s People’s Liberation Ar-
my’s Eastern Theater Command
spokespersonSenior Capt. LiXisaid
the navy, army air force and missile
corps were all mobilized for the
drills, which were an integrated op-
eration. “This is a major warning to
those who back Taiwan indepen-
dence and asignifier of our determi-
nation tosafeguard ournational sov-

ereignty,” Li said in a statement on
the service’s public media channel.

Chinese  Foreign = Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning said at a
daily briefing that Chinadid notcon-
sider relations with Taiwan a diplo-
matic issue, in keeping with its re-
fusaltorecognize Taiwan asasover-
eign state.

“I can tell you that Taiwan inde-
pendence is as incompatible with
peace in the Taiwan Strait as fire
with water. Provocation by the Tai-

wan independence forces will sure-
ly be met with countermeasures,”
Mao said.

Taiwan’s Defense Ministry said it
deployed warships to designated
spots in the ocean to carry out sur-
veillance and stand at ready. It also
deployed mobile missile and radar
groups on land totrack the vessels at
sea. It said as of Monday morning,
they had tracked 25 Chinese war-
planes and seven warships and four
Chinese government ships, though
it did not specify what types of ships
they were.

The U.S., Taiwan’s biggest unoffi-
cial ally, called China’s response to
Lai’s speech unwarranted. “We call
on (Beijing’s government) to act
with restraint and to avoid any fur-
ther actions that may undermine
peace and stability across the Tai-
wan Strait and in the broader re-
gion,” State Department spokesper-
son Matthew Miller said in a state-
ment.

China held similarlarge-scale ex-
ercises after Lai was inaugurated in
May. Lai continues the eight-year
rule of the Democratic Progressive
Party that rejects China’s demand
that it recognize Taiwan is a part of
China.

Tomb

guard who went viral takes

her final walk, aims for new role

By ALEXANDER BANERJEE
Stars and Stripes

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
guard Spc. Jessica Kwiatkowski
— the first female infantry soldier
to earn a Tomb Badge — left be-
hind a large legacy when she took
her last walk on Oct. 4.

Kwiatkowski, who is with the
3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment (The
0Old Guard), was the subject of a
viral video in 2023, when she was
filmed continuing her march in
the middle of a storm that involved
winds of 60-85 mph. Kwiatkowski
walked the mat even as the Tomb
Plaza flooded with water and she
lost her ability to see clearly.

The incident took place on July
29, 2023; Kwiatkowski earned the
Guard, Tomb of the Unknown Sol-
dier Identification Badge less than
two months later.

Earning the badge requires five
phases of testing, consistently
maintaining a meticulous appear-
ance and mastery of the various
Tomb ceremonies, among other
things. While other women have
earned the badge, they came from
other fields — Kwiatkowski was
the first female infantry soldier to
receive the award. Fewer than
than 16% of active-duty U.S. Army
soldiers were women in 2022.

Kwiatkowski served at the
Tomb Of the Unknown Soldier
since November 2022 and com-
pleted more than S25 ceremonial

ELizaBeTH FRASER/U.S. Army

U.S. Army Spc. Jessica Kwiatkowski conducts her last Changing of
the Guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National

Cemetery in Virginia, on Oct. 4.

walks, 140 guard changes and
countless public wreath laying
ceremonies.

Upon completing her last walk,
Kwiatkowski handed her rifle to
Staff Sgt. William Matyas. Ac-
cording to a U.S. Army news re-
lease, Kwiatkowski whispered
something to him briefly, rather
than handing it off immediately.

Of'the words exchanged, Kwiat-
kowski would only say, “When you
pass the rifle off, it goes to a person
who meant a lot to you during your
time here, and that was him for
me.”

She then laid white roses at the
unknown crypts.

Sergeant of the Guard Andrew
Jay remarked on how far Kwiat-
kowski had come since joining the
platoon, reminding her of how she
initially struggled to maneuver
the rifle. Kwiatkowski’s family, at-
tending the ceremony, expressed
pride. Her mother held back tears
throughout the event.

Kwiatkowski will now instruct
incoming soldiers on Old Guard
uniforms, with the aim of eventu-
ally becoming a drill sergeant. It’s
not easy to become one —drill ser-
geants represent the top 10% of all
Army noncommissioned officers
in their grade — but that is unlike-
ly to deter Kwiatkowski.

South: North seeks to ruin
parts of inter-Korean roads

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korea said Monday it has detected
signs that North Korea is preparing
to destroy the northern parts of in-
ter-Koreanroadsnolongerinuse,as
the rivals are embroiled in soaring
tensions over North Korea’s claim
that South Korea flew drones over
its territory.

Destroying the roads would be in
line with leader Kim Jong Un’s push
to cut off ties with South Korea, for-
mally cement it as his country’s
principal enemy and abandon the
North’s decadeslong objective to
seek a peaceful Korean unification.

In a highly derisive rhetoric,
Kim’s sister and senior official, Kim
Yo Jong, called the South Korean
military “dregs” and “mongrels
tamed by Yankees.” She said Mon-
day that “the master of those dogs,”
an apparent reference to the U.S.,
must be held accountable for the al-
leged drone flights as well. South
Korea and the U.S. had no immedi-
ate responses.

Earlier Monday, South Korea’s
military said that it was observing
various activities in North Korea
that appeared to be preparations for
demolishing the roads, such as in-
stalling screens.

“They have installed screens on
the roads and are working behind
those screens, preparing to blow up
the roads,” Lee Sung Joon, spokes-
person of South Korea’s Joint Chiefs
of Staff, told a briefing. He said the

demolitions could be carried out as
early as Monday.

Lee said the South Korean mili-
tary believes that North Korea may
carry out other provocations like a
spacerocketlaunch, which the Unit-
ed Nations views as a disguised test
of long-range missile technology.

It’s not clear how much of the
roads North Korea would destroy.

During the previous era of inter-
Korean detente in the 2000s, the two
Koreasreconnected tworoadroutes
and two rail tracks across their
heavily fortified border. But their
operations later were suspended
one by one as the Koreas wrangled
over North Korea’s nuclear pro-
gram and other issues.

Last week, North Korea said it
would permanently block its border
with South Korea and build front-
line defense structures to cope with
“confrontational hysteria” by South
Korean and U.S. forces. South Ko-
rean officials said North Korea has
planted mines and removed lamps
along its sections of the inter-Ko-
rean roads and taken out ties on the
northern side of the railways.

North Korea has accused South
Korea of launching drones to drop
propaganda leaflets over Pyong-
yang three times this month and
threatened torespond with force if'it
happened again. South Korea has
refused to confirm whether it sent
drones but warned it would sternly
punish North Korea if the safety of
its citizens is threatened.
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WAR IN UKRAINE

Russia says it captured southern Ukraine village

By ILLIA Novikov
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Russia said
Monday that it has captured the
village of Levadne in southern Uk-
raine as it probes for weaknesses
along the war’s roughly 600-mile
front line, including in eastern ar-
eas that are the main focus of Mos-
cow’s military effort before winter
arrives.

Ukrainian authorities, mean-
while, reported no nighttime
Shahed drone attacks on the coun-
try for the first time in about six
weeks, after saying five days ago
they struck a Shahed storage facil-
ity in Russia’s Krasnodar region
where around 400 drones report-
edly were being kept.

Levadne, in the Zaporizhzhia
region, was seized by the Russians
early on during the full-scale inva-
sion, which began on Feb. 24,
2022, but was recaptured by Uk-
rainian forces during a counterof-
fensive in the summer of 2023.

Ukrainian officials made no
comment about Levadne’s possi-
ble capture, though they had pre-
viously noted that the Russian ar-
my was assembling troops there
and was conducting local assaults
at the end of last week.

UKkraine’s troops are straining
to hold back Russia’s military
might, especially in the eastern
Donetsk region, and don’t have the
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Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP

A Russian sniper, in an undisclosed location, fires toward Ukrainian forces on Friday.

manpower or weaponry to launch
their own offensive. Though Rus-
sia’s gains have been incremental,
its steady forward movement is
slowly adding up as the Ukrai-
nians are pushed backward.
Ukraine says it needs more
Western help to have a chance of
holding back Russia’s invasion.
Russia illegally annexed four
regions of Ukraine, including Za-
porizhzhia, in September 2022.
Russian President Vladimir Putin

has demanded the withdrawal of
Ukrainian forces from all four re-
gions as the main condition for a
prospective peace deal — a de-
mand Ukraine and the West have
rejected.

Last week, the Ukrainian Gen-
eral Staff reported a direct hit on
the Shahed drone warehouse in-
side Russia.

“The destruction of the Shahed
drone storage base will signifi-
cantly reduce the ability of Rus-

sian occupiers to terrorize peace-
ful residents of Ukrainian cities
and villages,” it said at the time.
Ukrainian officials are keen to
show the West that they aren’t giv-
ing up the fight against their much
bigger neighbor. An incursion into
Russia’s Kursk border region has
put Ukrainian troops on Russian
soil for more than two months.
The Russians are managing to
retake some territory in Kursk but
the Ukrainians are capturing even

more, according to Oleksandr Ko-
valenko, a military analyst from
Information Resistance, a Kyiv-
based think tank.

He told The Associated Press
that the onset of winter fog and
rain will affect the use of drones —
an important elementin Ukraine’s
military strategy.

Ukraine has deployed sophisti-
cated long-range drones to strike
targets inside Russia, including
airfields, oil refineries and ammu-
nition depots.

The Ukrainian Main Directo-
rate of Intelligence said Monday
that it destroyed a Russian mili-
tary transport aircraft, a Tu-134,
at a military airfield in Russia’s
Orenburg region.

Russia, meanwhile, struck port
infrastructure in the southern Uk-
rainian city of Odesa with a ballis-
tic missile Monday, Killing one
person and wounding eight oth-
ers, as well as damaging two mer-
chant ships, officials said.

The attack damaged grain stor-
age facilities, cargo cranes, ad-
ministrative buildings, port equip-
ment and vehicles, Ukrainian
Deputy Prime Minister for Resto-
ration Oleksii Kuleba said on his
Telegram channel.

Recent attacks on Odesa port fa-
cilities appear intended to disrupt
the country’s exports of grains and
other food staples.

IMicit: Issue renews Ukraine’s frustration with

FROM PAGE 1

crack down on illicit use and cast-
ing doubt on his desire to fix the
problem, saying he appears to
have favorable views toward Rus-
sia.

SpaceX provided free Starlink
connection to Ukraine after Rus-
sia’s full-scale invasion in 2022 but
then threatened to cut service fol-
lowing online spats with diplo-
mats, citing the high costs. Musk
relented under public pressure
and then sent the bill to the Penta-
gon, the most recent totaling $14.1
million for six months of service
through next month.

Musk was also widely con-
demned in Ukraine following re-
ports he denied Kyiv’s request to
allow Starlink access for sea
dronesin a planned 2022 attack on
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet. His biog-
rapher Walter Isaacson also wrote
that Musk sought counsel from the
Russian ambassador to the United
States and was worried he would
play a role in a destabilizing esca-
lation.

Having access to reliable strong
internet on the battlefield through
Starlink transformed Ukrainian
operations, changing what used to
take precious minutes of radio
chatter into seconds of taps and
swipes on tablets brimming with

detailed maps and chat programs.
The connectivity allowed leaders
to guide assaults with live drone
feeds, tweak artillery coordinates
by viewing impacts and assess
where enemies may be their most
vulnerable to attack.

Russian troops had mostly re-
lied on radios to communicate
what they see and do during bat-
tles, a slow back-and-forth com-
pared to fast internet, and they
were much more rigid by compar-
ison.

Except now Russians have mir-
rored Ukraine by using Starlink in
similar ways, Ukrainian soldiers
said.

Kyiv and Washington face diffi-
culties solving the problem of
Russian use of Starlink, analysts
have said, especially in light of
Moscow’s success in sidestepping
sanctions and the technical chal-
lenge of denying access to the
Starlink network without affect-
ing Ukrainian troops.

The U.S. and Ukrainian govern-
ments are working with SpaceX to
“prevent Russia’s illicit use of
Starlink terminals in occupied
Ukraine,” including focus from
the U.S. Treasury Department on
“potential sanctions violations”
related to the international smug-
gling effort, said Lt. Col. Charlie

Dietz, a Defense Department
spokesman.

SpaceX referred to a post on X
in February that said it deactiv-
ates terminals if used “by a sanc-
tioned or unauthorized party.”

Terminals everywhere

Before Starlink revolutionized
the market, previous generations
of field satellite terminals suf-
fered from low speeds and high
prices.

Now users can buy terminals
for a few hundred dollars and pay
monthly fees for service in more
than 100 countries and territories,
not including Russia, according to
Starlink. Users point terminals at
the sky and connect to broadband
internet from one of the 7,000-plus
satellites in low earth orbit.

The U.S. government increas-
ingly relies on the service for its
military operations. “That has
been revolutionary for us,” said
Clare Hopper, head of the U.S.
Space Force’s Commercial Satel-
lite Communications Office.

Starlink terminals have ex-
panded across Russian positions
all year, but only in the past few
months have their effects been
really felt, as Russian troops on
the offensive use them to coordi-
nate assaults. Ukrainian troops

flying reconnaissance drones
near Novohrodivka, southeast of
the strategic Donetsk city of Pok-
rovsk, described seeing Starlinks
in the Russian lines starting last
month.

“Before, the Russians couldn’t
control some of their movements,
maneuvers, artillery, infantry,”
said a drone platoon commander
with the 93rd Mechanized Bri-
gade who provided just his first
name, Eugene, in line with Ukrai-
nian military protocol.

Intercepts of Russian radio
transmission showed soldiers of-
ten reported incomplete or wrong
information to commanders. That
has changed, Eugene said, accord-
ing to observations of enemy tac-
tics.

“Now they will only improve,
and unfortunately, that’s what’s
happening across the board,” he
said.

‘Gentlemen, | recommend”

While Russian companies and
individuals are not authorized to
sell Starlink, a gray market has
emerged, fueled by the high de-
mand from military forces and
private buyers.

The Post reviewed four of the
many Russian sites offering direct
sales for the “special military op-

Elon Musk

eration,” the Kremlin’s euphe-
mism for the war. Most sell
through Telegram and start their
journey in the Moscow area, be-
fore being funneled to the front.

One site offers a terminal and
connection fees starting at just
above $1,000. Customer service is
free, and each client receives rec-
ommendations “to minimize risks
of blocking,” the page notes, with
glowing video testimonials from
soldiers.

“We have been using Starlink
for about a month. No complaints,
the speed is good,” one review
said, showing a terminal covered
in camouflage. “Technical sup-
port works great.”

“The internet is flying, the men
are happy,” another said. “Gentle-
men, I recommend!”

To activate a device, users need
a foreign phone number, email
and bank account to pay the
monthly subscription fee, prompt-
ing suppliers to seek out people
willing to lend their identities. Us-
ers in “client support” Telegram
chats say it is easy to buy and reg-
ister Starlink kits abroad. Most are
obtained in Europe and transport-
ed through the United Arab Emir-
ates.

One page warns not to activate
the terminal in Russia.
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Harris lays out
plan to empower
Black male voters

By WiLL WEISSERT
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris is announc-
ing a plan to give Black men more
economic opportunities and other
chances to thrive as she works to
energize a key voting bloc that has
Democrats concerned about a
lack of enthusiasm.

Harris’ plan includes providing
forgivable business loans for
Black entrepreneurs, creating
more apprenticeships and study-
ing sickle cell and other diseases
that disproportionately affect
African American men.

Harris already has said she sup-
portslegalizing marijuana and her
plan calls for working to ensure
that Black men have opportunities
to participate as a “national can-
nabis industry takes shape.” She
also s calling for better regulating
cryptocurrency to protect Black

men and others who invest in dig-
ital assets.

The vice president’s so-called
“opportunity agenda for Black
men” is meant to invigorate Afri-
can American males at a moment
when there are fears some may sit
out the election rather than vote
for Harris or her opponent, Repu-
blican former President Donald
Trump.

The vice president unveiled the
plan Monday, ahead of an evening
campaign rally in Erie, Pa., where
she was to appear with Democrat-
ic Sen. John Fetterman. Her push
comes after former President Ba-
rack Obama suggested last week
that some Black men “aren’t feel-
ing the idea of having a woman as
president.”

The Harris campaign also has
been working to increase support
among other male voting blocs, in-
cluding Hispanics, by founding

SusaN WaLsH/AP

Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives to speak at a campaign rally at East
Carolina University in Greenville, N.C., on Sunday.

the group “Hombres con Harris,”
Spanish for “Men with Harris.”
The latest policy rollout is notable
because it comes with the stated
purpose of motivating Black men
to vote weeks before Election Day.

As her campaign has done with
the “Hombres” group, Harris’
team plans to organize gender-
specific gatherings. Those include
“Black Men Huddle Up” events in
battleground states featuring

African American male celebri-
ties for things like watch parties
for NFL and NCAA football
games. The campaign says it also
plans new testimonial ads in bat-
tleground states that feature local
Black male voices.

Cedric Richmond, co-chair of
the Harris campaign and a former
Louisiana congressman who is
Black, said Harris wants to build
an economy “where Black men

are equipped with the tools to
thrive: to buy a home, provide for
our families, start a business and
build wealth.”

Black Americans strongly sup-
ported Joe Biden when he beat
Trump in 2020. Harris advisers
say they are less worried about
losing large percentages of Black
male support to the former presi-
dent than that some will choose
not to turn out at all.

Trump urges 10K more border agents
bipartisan border bill

after derailing

By MEG KINNARD

AND N1cHoLAS RiccARDI

Associated Press

PRESCOTT VALLEY, Ariz. —
Former President Donald Trump
on Sunday proposed hiring 10,000
additional Border Patrol agents
and giving them a $10,000 reten-
tion and signing bonus, after he
derailed a bipartisan bill earlier
this year that included funding for
more border personnel.

Trump made his pledge during
a rally in Prescott Valley, Ariz.,
roughly 260 miles north of the
state’s border with Mexico. He ac-
cepted an endorsement from the
agents’ union, the National Border
Patrol Council, which is a long-
time Trump backer that endorsed
him during his prior two cam-
paigns.

Trump has made illegal immi-
gration the focus of his campaign
and blamed Vice President Kama-
la Harris, his Democratic oppo-
nent, for a record spike in unau-
thorized crossings at the U.S.-
Mexico border. He frequently de-
nounces people entering the U.S.
illegally as invaders and crimi-
nals, and he has vowed to stage the
largest deportation operation in
American history if he is elected
president again.

He did defy the union earlier
this year when he convinced Re-
publicans to kill a bipartisan im-
migration bill that contained addi-

RobRrico ABp/AP

A street vendor sells posters while supporters of Republican
presidential nominee former President Donald Trump wait in a line to
enter a campaign rally at the Findlay Toyota Arena, on Sunday, in

Prescott Valley, Ariz.

tional border resources. Accord-
ing to the White House, the bill
would have funded 1,500 person-
nel at U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, which includes the
Border Patrol.

Trump at the time said he did
not want to give Democrats a polit-
ical victory on his key issue. At the
rally, Trump contended the legis-
lation was “a horrible bill.”

Trump and his allies routinely
call Harris the “border czar,”
even though she’s never had that
title. President Joe Biden did ask
Harris early in his administration
to study the “root causes” of mi-
gration from Central America.

“If we allow Border Czar Harris
to win this election, every city, ev-
ery community in this great coun-
try is going to go to hell,” union
president Paul Perez said as he
stood next to Trump on stage with
a group of agents.

Matt Corridoni, a spokesperson
for the Harris campaign, noted
Trump’s move against the border
bill and his vows that Mexico
would pay for his signature border
wall, which ultimately was funded
by the U.S. government.

“Trump doesn’t care about solv-
ing problems, he only wants to run
on one,” Corridoni said in a state-
ment.

Man with gun arrested
near Trump rally in Calif.

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A Nevada
man with a shotgun, loaded hand-
gun, ammunition and several fake
passports in his vehicle was ar-
rested at a security checkpoint
outside Donald Trump’s rally Sat-
urday night in the Southern Cali-
fornia desert, authorities said. He
was released the same day on
$5,000 bail.

The suspect, a 49-year-old resi-
dent of Las Vegas, was driving an
unregistered black SUV with a
“homemade” license plate that
was stopped by deputies assigned
to the rally in Coachella, east of
Los Angeles, Riverside County
Sheriff Chad Bianco said at anews
conference Sunday afternoon.

The driver claimed to be a jour-
nalist but it was unclear if he had
the proper credentials. Deputies
noticed the interior of the vehicle
was “in disarray” and a search un-
covered the weapons and ammo,
along with multiple passports and
driver licenses with different
names, Bianco said.

The man was arrested on suspi-
cion of possessing a loaded fire-
arm and possession of a high-ca-
pacity magazine, the department
said in a statement.

“This incident did not impact
the safety of former President
Trump or attendees of the event,”
the Saturday statement said.
Trump had not yet arrived at the

rally at the time of the arrest, the
sheriff said Sunday.

The suspect is scheduled to ap-
pear in court on Jan. 2, 2025, ac-
cording to online records.

Bianco declined to speculate
about the suspect’s motives or
frame of mind. “We know we pre-
vented something bad from hap-
pening, and it was irrelevant what
that bad was going to be,” Bianco
said.

The man made it past an outer
security boundary and was
stopped at an inner perimeter pa-
trolled by the sheriff’s depart-
ment, Bianco said. Another secur-
ity checkpoint closer to the rally
site was operated by the Secret
Service.

“The U.S. Secret Service assess-
es that the incident did not impact
protective operations and former
President Trump was not in any
danger,” the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice said in a statement Sunday.
“While no federal arrest has been
made at this time, the investiga-
tion is ongoing.”

Trump’s campaign did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

Security is very tight at Trump
rallies following two recent assas-
sination attempts. Last month, a
man was indicted on an attempted
assassination charge after author-
ities said he staked out the former
president and wrote of his desire
to kill him.
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She also wrote that the U.S. gov-
ernment has not been able to pro-
vide what the campaign views as
an extensive enough plan to pro-
tect Trump. Rep. Michael Waltz,
R-Fla., a Trump ally who is on the
House Intelligence Committee
and the Butler assassination in-
quiry, also wrote a letter to the Se-
cret Service asking for military
aircraft or additional protection
for Trump’s private plane, accord-
ing to a copy of the letter reviewed
by The Post.

Danielle Alvarez, a spokeswo-
man for Trump, declined to com-
ment.

Secret Service officials did not
answer specific questions about
the discussions with the Trump
campaign, but spokesman Antho-
ny Guglielmi said in a statement
that Trump is receiving “the high-
estlevels of protection.” In a letter
to the campaign, Rowe said the
government is assessing what can
be provided.

“Assistance from the Depart-
ment of Defense is regularly pro-
vided for the former president’s
protection, to include explosive
ordnance disposal, canine units,
and airlift transportation,” Gu-
glielmi said. The Secret Service is
also imposing temporary flight re-
strictions “over the former presi-
dent’s residence and when he
travels,” he added. “Additionally,
the former president is receiving
the highest level of technical se-
curity assets which include un-
manned aerial vehicles, counter
unmanned aerial surveillance
systems, ballistics and other ad-
vanced technology systems.”

Senior U.S. officials said it was
unlikely the Trump campaign
would be provided military planes
based on the current intelligence.

One official said the other re-
quests are being considered, but
there are limitations on how many
places the Secret Service can have
bullet-resistant glass positioned at
one time, and that glass is already
being provided for his rallies.

“We are doing everything we
can do to take on the threats that
are actionable and real,” the offi-
cial said.

The official said the U.S. gov-
ernment was frustrated by the
Trump campaign releasing state-
ments that they felt politicized the
briefings the campaign was given
on Iran.

Former U.S. officials said they
were unaware of any presidential
nominee getting a military jet.
One person who has served under
multiple Republican administra-
tions in senior roles said it would
be “extraordinary” for the Secret
Service to grant such a request.

Trump’s opponent, Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, receives pro-
tection from the U.S. Marines as
vice president and flies on Air
Force Two, which is a military air-
plane.

Lawmaker says no tie between Iran, shooters

JuLia DEmAREE NikHINSON/AP

U.S. Secret Service agents stand around the stage as former
President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at Riverfront
Sports, on Wednesday, in Scranton, Pa.

The Republican nominee has
already started traveling with ad-
ditional planes, and officials are
also taking the precaution of divid-
ing his motorcade at times and
putting Trump in nondescript
planes that do not have his name
on the side instead of his longtime
757 jet.

The requests escalate a months-
long battle between Trump’s team
and the Secret Service, which has
heightened after two assassina-
tion attempts on the former presi-
dent. Granting such requests for a
presidential candidate would be
unprecedented, particularly a
military plane to transport
Trump. If the administration
granted such assets, it would give
Trump a distinct look in the final
months that no challenger has ev-
er had— and would remind voters
visually, every day, that he is un-
der threat.

Trump and his team have
grown frustrated with the Secret
Service in recent months, even as
they praise Trump’s own security
detail. The Secret Service has re-
peatedly escalated Trump’s se-
curity, but not to levels the cam-
paign wants, the people said.

There is no evidence tying Iran
to either of the recent assassina-
tion attempts, the people said, but
the FBI has not ruled out the possi-
bility of a connection. U.S. spies
have determined that Iran’s lead-
ers are seeking to take revenge on
U.S. officials including Trump
whom they hold responsible for a
strike thatkilled Iranian Maj. Gen.
Qassem Soleimani in 2020, but
Iran’s ability to strike within the

United States is limited, according
to people briefed on the intelli-
gence.

The FBI declined to comment
on ongoing investigations.

Trump has asked campaign ad-
visers and U.S. government offi-
cials repeatedly whether Iran was
behind the two gunmen who sep-
arately attempted to assassinate
him on July 13 in Butler, Pa., and
on Sept. 15 at Trump’s golf course
in West Palm Beach, Fla., accord-
ing to people familiar with the
briefing. Several of Trump’s ad-
visers have become convinced —
even without evidence — that Iran
was behind previous threats.

In June, undercover FBI agents
met with a Pakistani man in
Brooklyn who was seeking to hire
hit men to assassinate an Ameri-
can politician on Iran’s behalf, ac-
cording to charges unsealed in
August. The foiled plot prompted
national security officials to alert
the Secret Service about unspeci-
fied Iranian threats to Trump. Au-
thorities arrested the Pakistani
man, Asif Merchant, 46, on July
12, the day before Trump’s Butler
rally.

Investigators have not estab-
lished a motive for the Butler
shooter, Thomas Matthew Crooks,
20, who opened fire from a nearby
roof, grazing Trump’s ear and Kill-
ing one rallygoer before he was
killed at the scene by a Secret Ser-
vice countersniper. Crooks was a
registered Republican, made a
small donation to a liberal PAC,
researched past assassinations
and had photos of Trump and
President Joe Biden on his phone.

People briefed on the Butler in-
vestigation said there is no evi-
dence pointing to foreign ties.

The Trump campaign is also
dealing with the fallout from Ira-
nian hackers who stole sensitive
campaign documents and tried to
release them through the media or
share them with the Biden cam-
paign, according to federal prose-
cutors. An indictment released
Sept. 27 of three Iranian nationals
alleged a wide-ranging, years-
long effort that included targeting
one of Trump’s lawyers, former
CIA officials and a former U.S.
ambassador. In recent days, more
campaign employees have been
told they were targeted by the Ira-
nians.

Trump’s late-September visit to
a college-football game in Tusca-
loosa, Ala., entailed the most pro-
tection he has had since leaving of-
fice, with bullet-resistant glass
and 150 metal detectors deployed
to the stadium, according to one of
the people. For his return to Butler
on Oct. 5, a row of shipping con-
tainers lined the perimeter of the
venue to block the view from a
passing road. The security forces
on-site included drones, helicop-
ters, undercover officers, snipers
and tactical teams.

Iran makes no secret of its in-
tention to seek to kill Trump, anal-
ysts noted. An animated video
showing a drone firing on Trump
playing golf has resurfaced re-
cently. The video was posted to
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei’s
website on Jan. 14, 2022.

At the same time, notes former
CIA official Norman Roule, “Iran
is challenged by the fact that it
lacks an extensive presence in the
United States and is also under ex-

tensive scrutiny by U.S. law en-
forcement and intelligence servic-
es and their foreign partners.”

Unable to easily insert their own
personnel into the United States,
the Iranians have had to resort to
“third country nationals and crim-
inals” to try to carry out assassina-
tions, he said.

Iran has likely felt able to
threaten the former president
based in part, he said, “on the lack
of serious consequences by the
West for its lethal operations”
against former U.S. officials, ac-
tivists and journalists in the Unit-
ed States and Britain, Roule said.

Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-
Conn., amember of the Homeland
Security and Governmental Af-
fairs committee, said the available
evidence on Crooks and the golf
course suspect appears to more
closely match the profile of home-
grown violent extremists whom
the FBI has identified as a rising
domestic terrorism threat.

“There was intelligence about a
potential threat from Iran, but the
shooter on July 13th had no con-
nection,” Blumenthal said. “I’'m
aware of no evidence at this time
that the apparent would-be assas-
sin in Florida had any tie to any
other country.”

Iran’s desire for revenge is not
new. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken told Congress in 2022 that
his predecessor, Mike Pompeo,
was still receiving round-the-
clock government security.

Biden directed the National Se-
curity Council to warn Iran’s gov-
ernment to stop plotting against
Trump and former U.S. officials,
adding that the United States
would view any attempts on
Trump’s life as an act of war.
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Florida neighbors
band together
after a 1-2 punch

Hurricanes enhance community feeling

By Russ Bynum
AND LAURA BARGFELD
Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — When ankle-
deep floodwaters from Hurricane
Helene bubbled up through the
floors of their home, Kat Robinson-
Malone and her husband sent a late-
night text message to their neigh-
bors two doors down: “Hey, we're
coming.”

The couple waded through the
flooded street to the elevated front
porch of Chris and Kara Sundar,
whose home was built on higher
ground, and handed over their 8-
year-old daughter and a gas-po-
wered generator.

The Sundars’lime-green house in
southern Tampa also became a ref-
uge for Brooke and Adam Carsten-
sen, whose house next door to Rob-
inson-Malone also flooded.

The three families met years ear-
lier when their children became
playmates, and the adults’ friend-
ships deepened during the corona-
virus pandemic in 2020. So when
Helene and Hurricane Milton
struck Florida within two weeks of
each other, the neighbors closed
ranks as one big extended family,
cooking meals together, taking

turns watching children and clean-
ing out their damaged homes.

And as Milton threatened a direct
strike on Tampalast week, the Malo-
nes, the Sundars and the Carsten-
sens decided to evacuate together.
They drove more than 450 milesina
caravan to metro Atlanta — seven
adults, six children, four dogs and
teenage Max Carstensen’s three pet
rats.

“Everyonehas, like, the chainsaw
or a tarp,” Robinson-Malone said
Sunday. “But really the mostimpor-
tant thing for us was the community
we built. And that made all the dif-
ference for the hurricane rescue
and the recovery. And now, hopeful-
ly, the restoration.”

Recovery efforts continued Sun-
day in storm-battered communities
in central Florida, where President
Joe Biden surveyed the devastation.
Biden said he was thankful the dam-
age from Milton was not as severe as
officials had anticipated. Buthe said
it was still a “cataclysmic” event for
people caught in the path of the hur-
ricane, whichhasbeenblamed forat
least11 deaths.

The number of homes and busi-
nesses in Florida still without elec-
tricity dropped to about 500,000 on

ReBEccA BLACKWELL/AP

A property owner peers into the second-floor unit where he lived with his wife while renting out the other
units, on Manasota Key, in Englewood, Fla., after the passage of Hurricane Milton, on Sunday.

Sunday, according to Powerout-
age.us. That was down from more
than 3 million after Milton made
landfall Wednesday as a Category 3
storm.

Fuel shortages also appeared to
be easing as more gas stations
opened, and lines at pumps in the
Tampa area looked notably shorter.
Gov. Ron DeSantis announced nine
sites where people can get10 gallons
each for free.

While recovery efforts were gain-
ing steam, a full rebound will take
farlonger.

DeSantis cautioned that debris
removal could take up to a year,
even as Florida shifts nearly 3,000
workers to the cleanup. He said Bi-
den has approved 100% federal re-
imbursement for those efforts for 90
days.

National Weather Service meteo-
rologist Paul Close said rivers will
keep rising for the next several days
and result in flooding, mostly
around Tampa Bay and northward.
Those areas got the most rain, which
came on top of awet summerthatin-
cluded several hurricanes.

Meanwhile, residents unable to
move back into their damaged
homes were making other arrange-
ments.

Robinson-Malone and her hus-
band, Brian, bought a camper trail-
er that’s parked in their driveway.
They plan to live there while their
guttedhomeisrepaired and alsoim-
proved to make it more resilient
against hurricanes.

“These storms, they’re just going
to keep happening,” she said. “And
we want to be prepared forit.”

The Carstensens plan to demolish
what’s left of their flooded, low-
slung home, which was builtin 1949,
andreplaceitwithanewhouse high-
er off the ground. For the time being
they are staying with Brooke Car-
stensen’s mother.

Chris Sundar said he’s question-
inghisplantoremainin Tampauntil
his childrenhave all graduated from
high school a decade from now. His
house remains the home base forthe
families’kids, ages 8to13.

The Sundars lost both their vehi-
cles when Helene’s storm surge
flooded their garage, so they drove
Robinson-Malone’s car when they
evacuated to Georgia. Arriving, ex-
hausted afterthe 14-hour trek, Chris
Sundar said to Robinson-Malone:
“Thisis where community shines or
it falls apart.”

Decisive legislative majorities are in play in several states

Associated Press

SHAWNEE, Kan. — After intro-
ducing herself at their front doors,
Vanessa Vaughn West began her
pitch to voters with a question: What
issues are important to you? She
heard frustration about rising local
property taxes, a desire for smaller
government and questions about af-
fordable housing.

West is a Democrat making her
second run for a Kansas House seat
representing a western Kansas City
neighborhood where Republicans
have held sway since the construc-
tionofhomesbeganin thelate1990s.

Despite that history, West’s race
against Republican state Rep. An-
gela Stiens is on the national Demo-
cratic Party’sradar, asis the Kansas
Legislature. Democratsneed togain
just two seats in the 125-member
House or three in the 40-member
Senatetobreak asupermajority that
has enabled Republicans to over-
ride Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly’s
vetoes of measures restricting abor-
tion providers and transgender
rights.

A similar battle is playing out in

Nl 1 t N o\
JoHN HANNA/AP
Kansas state Rep. Jesse Borjon,
R-Topeka, puts a campaign sign
in the yard of a supporter, on
Oct. 5, in Topeka.

North Carolina, where the flip of a
single seat in either the House or
Senate could cost Republicans a ve-
to-proof majority that has repeated-
ly imposed its will over the objec-
tions of a Democratic governor. In
Nevada, meanwhile, it’s Democrats
who stand to gain a veto-proof ma-
jority overaRepublican governor, if
they can pick up just one more state

Senate seat without losing one in the
Assembly.

Nationwide, more than 5,800 state
legislative seats in 44 states are up
for election this year. Groups
aligned with Democrats and Repu-
blicans are expected to pour a cou-
ple hundred million dollars into the
state legislative battles, focusing
most intensely on states where con-
trol of achamberisin play: Arizona,
Michigan, Minnesota, New Hamp-
shire, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.
But they also are paying attention to
states where there is little doubt
about which party will prevail, be-
cause thereis still plenty at stake.

The Associated Press identified
14 states where a swing of just three
or fewer seats could determine
whetheraparty holds asupermajor-
ity, meaning a margin so dominant
that a party is able to enact laws de-
spite agovernor’s veto,convene spe-
cial sessions or place constitutional
amendments on the ballot without
needing any support from lawmak-
ers of an opposing party.

In Kansas, Stiens was appointed
to fill a House vacancy this spring in

time to help override Kelly’s veto of
abillrequiring abortion providersto
ask patients why they want to end
their pregnancies and submit that
data to the state health department.
The law isn’t being enforced amid
legal challenges.

But West said the Legislature’s
continued push for restrictions on
abortion providersis one reason she
is running against Stiens. West
strongly supports abortion rights
and residents in her home of John-
son County voted by nearly 69% in
favor of abortion rights during a de-
cisive 2022 statewide vote.

“This is why we need parity,
right?” Westsaid as she walked from
home to home talking to prospective
voters.

Though still leaning Republican
and largely white, the Kansas City
suburbs have become more racially
diverse and friendlier to Democrats
since former President Donald
Trump’s victory in 2016. But nation-
al Democrats also are targeting a
portion of southwestern Topeka, a
longtime Republican area where
GOPstate Rep. Jesse Borjonis seek-

ing a third term against Democrat
Jacquie Lightcap, a local school
board member.

Campaigning door-to-door re-
cently, Borjon emphasized his sup-
port for public schools and tax cuts
enacted this year. His vote for elim-
inating the state income tax on So-
cial Security benefits resonated
with Bob Schmidt, aretired comput-
er company executive who chatted
with Borjon about rising property
taxes. Regardless of party label,
Schmidt said he wants arepresenta-
tive who will “maintain conserva-
tive values.”

Democrats need again of three or
fewerseatsthiselectiontobreak Re-
publican supermajoritiesinFlorida,
Kansas, Missouri, Montana, Ne-
braska and North Carolina while a
similar flip for Republicans could
end Democratic supermajorities in
Delaware and New York. Mean-
while, a gain of three or fewer seats
could create new supermajorities
for Republicans in Iowa and South
Carolina and for Democrats in Col-
orado, Connecticut, Nevada and
New Mexico.
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People walk past Gillian's Wonderland, the popular amusement park on the boardwalk in Ocean City, N.J.,
during its final day of operation before shutting down for good, on Sunday.

Historic Jersey Shore amusement park
closes after generations of family thrills

By WAYNE PARRY
Associated Press

OCEAN CITY, N.J. — For gen-
erations of vacationers heading to
Ocean City, the towering “Giant
Wheel” was the first thing they
saw from miles away.

The sight of the 140-foot-tall
ride let them know they were get-
ting close to the Jersey Shore town
that calls itself “America's Great-
est Family Resort,” with its prom-
ise of kid-friendly beaches, sea-
gulls and sea shells, and a bustling
boardwalk full of pizza, ice cream
and cotton candy.

And in the heart of it was Gil-
lian’s Wonderland Pier, an amuse-
ment park that was the latest in
nearly a century-long line of fam-
ily-friendly amusement attrac-
tions.

But the rides were to fall silent
and still Sunday night, as the park
run by Ocean City’s mayor and
nurtured by generations of his an-
cestors, closed down, the victim of
financial woes made worse by the
lingering aftereffects of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and Superstorm
Sandy.

Gillian and his family have op-

erated amusement rides and at-
tractions on the Ocean City Board-
walk for 94 years. The latest iter-
ation of the park, Wonderland,
opened in 196S.

“I tried my best to sustain Won-
derland for as long as possible,
through increasingly difficult
challenges each year,” Mayor Jay
Gillian wrote in August when he
announced the park would close.
“It's been my life, my legacy and
my family. But it's no longer a via-
ble business.”

Gillian did not respond to nu-
merous requests for comment
over the past week.

Sheryl Gross was at the park for
its final day with her two children
and five grandchildren, enjoying
it one last time.

“I've been coming here forev-
er,” she said. “My daughter is 43
and I've been coming here since
she was 2 years old in a stroller.
Now I'm here with my grandchil-
dren.”

She remembers decades of
bringing her family from Glouces-
ter Township in the southern New
Jersey suburbs of Philadelphia to
create happy family memories at

Wonderland.

“Just the excitement on their
faces when they get on the rides,”
she said. “It really made it feel
family-friendly. A lot of that is go-
ing to be lost now.”

There were long lines Sunday
for the Giant Wheel, the log flume
and other popular rides as people
used the last of ride tickets many
had bought earlier in the year,
thinking Wonderland would go on
forever.

Alocal nonprofit group, Friends
of OCNJ History and Culture, is
raising money to try and save the
amusement park, possibly under a
new owner who might be more
amenable to buying it with some
financial assistance.

Bill Merritt, one of the nonprof-
it's leaders, said the group has
raised over $1 million to help meet
what could be a $20-million price
tag for the property.

“Ocean City will be fundamen-
tally different without this attrac-
tion,” he said.

“This town relies on being fam-
ily-friendly. The park has rides
targeted at kids; it's called ‘Won-
derland’ for a reason.”

Study of

links In

society, economy
earn Nobel prize

Associated Press

STOCKHOLM — The Nobel
prize in economics was awarded
Monday to Daron Acemoglu, Si-
mon Johnson and James A. Robin-
son for research that explains why
societies with poor rule of law and
exploitative institutions do not gen-
erate sustainable growth.

The three economists “have
demonstrated the importance of so-
cietal institutions for a country’s
prosperity,” the Nobel committee
of the Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences said at the announcement
in Stockholm.

Acemoglu and Johnson work at
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology while Robinson con-
ducts his research at the University
of Chicago.

“Reducing the vast differences
in income between countries is one
of our time’s greatest challenges.
The laureates have demonstrated
the importance of societal institu-
tions for achieving this,” Jakob
Svensson, Chair of the Committee
for the Prize in Economic Sciences,
said.

He said their research has pro-
vided “a much deeper understand-
ing of the root causes of why coun-
tries fail or succeed.”

Reached by the academy in Ath-
ens, Greece, where he is due to
speak at a conference, the Turkish-
born Acemoglu, 57, said he was sur-
prised and shocked by the award.
Acemoglu said the research honor-
ed by the prize underscores the val-
ue of democratic institutions.

“I think broadly speaking the
work that we have done favors de-
mocracy,” he said in a telephone
call with the Nobel committee and
reporters in Stockholm.

But he added that “democracy is
not a panacea. Introducing democ-
racy is very hard. When you intro-
duce elections, that sometimes cre-
ates conflict.”

In aninterview, Robinson said he
doubts that China can sustain its ec-
onomic prosperity as long as it
keeps a repressive political system.

“There’s many examples in
world history of societies like that
that do well for 40, SO years,” Rob-
inson said by phone. “What you see
is that’s never sustainable. ... The
Soviet Union did well for SO or 60
years. Argentina was one of the
richest countries in the world at the
time of the First World War. What
our theory predicts is that’s a tran-
sitory situation.”

Robinson said many societies
have successfully made the transi-
tion to what he, Acemoglu and
Johnson call an “inclusive society.”

“Look at the United States,” Rob-
inson said. “This was a country of
slavery, of privilege, where women
were not allowed to take part in the
economy or vote. ... Every country
that is currently relatively inclusive
and open made that transition.”

Acemoglu and Robinson wrote
the 2012 bestseller “Why Nations
Fail: The Origins of Power, Pros-
perity, and Poverty,” which argued
that manmade problems were re-
sponsible for keeping countries
poor.

In their work, the winners
looked, for instance, at the city of
Nogales, which straddles the U.S.-
Mexico border.

Despite sharing the same geog-
raphy, climate, many of the same
ancestors and a common culture,
life is very different on either side
of the border. In Nogales, Ariz., res-
idents are relatively well-off and
live longlives; most children gradu-
ate from high school. In Mexico’s
Nogales, Sonora, residents are
much poorer and organized crime
and corruption abound.

The difference, the economists
found, is a U.S. system that protects
property rights and gives citizens a
say in their government.

News outlets press commission to unseal plea deal for 9/11 mastermind

Associated Press

FORT MEADE, Md. — A law-
yer for news organizations urged
the U.S. military commission at
Guantanamo Bay to unseal the
plea deal struck with accused 9/11
mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mo-
hammed and two others, saying
the public has a constitutional
right and compelling need to fol-
low one of the “most-disputed, de-
bated, argued-about prosecutions
that have happened in this coun-

try.”

The plea agreement was
reached in August by the three ac-
cused, their U.S. government
prosecutors and the Guantanamo
commission’s top official, but it
was abruptly revoked by Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin days after
it became public. It has become
one of the most fiercely debated
chapters in more than a decade of
military hearings related to the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, which killed
nearly 3,000 people and triggered
long-running U.S. military inva-

sions abroad.

The plea agreement would have
spared Mohammed and two co-
defendants the risk of the death
penalty, in exchange for their
guilty pleas in the al-Qaida at-
tacks.

After news of the deal broke,
however, top Republican lawmak-
ers denounced it and the White
House expressed concerns. Fam-
ilies of the victims variously ex-
pressed shock and approval of the
plea deal, which was aimed at re-

solving more than a decade of pre-
trial hearings in a legally troubled
case for the government.

Austin said in revoking the mil-
itary commission’s approval of the
plea bargain that he had decided
responsibility for any such grave
decision should rest with him as
secretary of defense. Mohammed
and the two co-defendants have
filed challenges, saying Austin’s
action was illegal and that the ac-
tions by the Biden administration,
lawmakers and others amounted

to undue outside influence in the
case.

Seven news organizations —
Fox News, NBC,NPR, The Associ-
ated Press, The New York Times,
The Washington Post and Univi-
sion — challenged the sealing of
the plea deal.

Friday’s hearing highlighted
the ad hoc nature of the military
commission, which U.S. leaders
created to try accused violent ex-
tremists in the wake of the 2001 at-
tacks.
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Mechanical SpaceX arms
catch returning booster

By Marcia DUuNN
Associated Press

SpaceX pulled off the boldest
test flight yet of its enormous Star-
ship rocket on Sunday, catching
the returning booster back at the
launch pad with mechanical arms.

A jubilant Elon Musk called it
“science fiction without the fiction
part.”

Towering almost 400 feet, the
empty Starship blasted off at sun-
rise from the southern tip of Texas
near the Mexican border. It arced
over the Gulf of Mexico like the
four Starships before it that ended
up being destroyed, either soon af-
ter liftoff or while ditching into the
sea. The previous one in June had
been the most successful until
Sunday’s demo, completing its
flight without exploding.

This time, Musk, SpaceX’s CEO
and founder, upped the challenge
for the rocket that he plans to use
to send people back to the moon
and on to Mars.

At the flight director’s com-
mand, the first-stage booster flew
back to the launch pad where it
had blasted off seven minutes ear-
lier. The launch tower’s mon-
strous metal arms, dubbed chop-
sticks, caught the descending 232-
foot stainless steel booster and
gripped it tightly, dangling it well
above the ground.

“The tower has caught the rock-

et!!” Musk announced via X. “Big
step towards making life multipla-
netary was made today.”

Company employees screamed
in joy, jumping and pumping their
fists into the air. NASA joined in
the celebration, with Administra-
tor Bill Nelson sending congratu-
lations.

Continued testing of Starship
will prepare the nation for landing
astronauts at the moon’s south
pole, Nelson noted. NASA’s new
Artemis program is the follow-up
to Apollo, which put 12 men on the
moon more than a half-century
ago.

“Folks, this is a day for the engi-
neering history books,” SpaceX
engineering manager Kate Tice
said from SpaceX headquarters in
Hawthorne, Calif.

“Even in this day and age, what
we just saw is magic,” added com-
pany spokesman Dan Huot from
near the launch and landing site.
“I am shaking right now.”

It was up to the flight director to
decide, in real time with a manual
control, whether to attempt the
landing. SpaceX said both the
booster and launch tower had to
be in good, stable condition. Oth-
erwise, it was going to end up in
the gulflike the previous ones. Ev-
erything was judged to be ready
for the catch.

The retro-looking spacecraft

launched by the booster continued
around the world, soaring more
than 130 miles high. An hour after
liftoff, it made a controlled landing
in the Indian Ocean, adding to the
day’s achievement. Cameras on a
nearby buoy showed flames
shooting up from the water as the
spacecraft impacted precisely at
the targeted spot and sank, as
planned.

“What a day,” Huot said. “Let’s
get ready for the next one.”

The June flight came up short at
the end after pieces came Ooff.
SpaceX upgraded the software
and reworked the heat shield, im-
proving the thermal tiles.

SpaceX has been recovering the
first-stage boosters of its smaller
Falcon 9 rockets for nine years, af-
ter delivering satellites and crews
to orbit from Florida or California.
But they land on floating ocean
platforms or on concrete slabs
several miles from their launch
pads — not on them.

Recycling Falcon boosters has
sped up the launch rate and saved
SpaceX millions. Musk intends to
do the same for Starship, the big-
gest and most powerful rocket ev-
er built with 33 methane-fuel en-
gines on the booster alone.

Musk said the captured Star-
ship booster looked to be in good
shape, with just a little warping of
some of the outer engines.
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SpaceX’s mega rocket booster returns to the launch pad to be
captured during a test flight Sunday,in Boca Chica, Texas.

Prison firm

Associated Press
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The
leading private prison company
in the U.S. has spent more than
$4.4 million to settle dozens of
complaints alleging mistreat-
ment — including at least 22 in-
mate deaths — at its Tennessee
prisons and jails since 2016.
More than $1.1 million of those
payouts involved Tennessee’s
largest prison, the long-scruti-
nized Trousdale Turner Correc-
tional Center, which is now un-
der federal investigation.
Details of nearly 80 settle-
ments provided to The Associat-

ed Press through public records
requests allege brutal beatings,
medical neglect and cruelty at
CoreCivic’s four prisons and two
jails in Tennessee.

In one case, a Trousdale in-
mate who feared for his life beat
his cellmate, Terry Childress, to
death to get transferred to a dif-
ferent prison, the federal lawsuit
says.

No guards came to Childress’
aid at the chronically under-
staffed facility, the suit claims.
Childress’ family received a
$135,000 settlement.

The family’s attorney, Daniel

Horwitz, was ordered by a judge
to stop publicly disparaging Co-
reCivic and to take down tweets
calling it a “death factory.” He is
suing over the gag order.

The U.S. Department of Jus-
tice recently announced an in-
vestigation of Trousdale, noting
that reports of violence have
been endemic since its 2016
opening. The investigation comes
after years of well-documented
“reports of physical assaults, sex-
ual assaults, murders and un-
checked flow of contraband and
severe staffing shortages,” U.S.
Attorney Henry Leventis has

said.

“It does certainly appear as
though settling lawsuits is a cost
of doing business, rather than an
alarm, a wake-up call, a siren,”
said Mary Price, general counsel
of Families Against Mandatory
Minimums, which advocated for
the Trousdale investigation.

CoreCivic, headquartered in
Brentwood, Tenn., has a value of
$1.44 billion as measured by
market capitalization.

Surviving inmates or grieving
families have often fought for
years to reach settlements. Some
advocated publicly for their cas-

spent millions settling Tenn. mistreatment claims

es, speaking to news outlets and
participating in demonstrations.
But accepting a settlement gen-
erally required quieting down.
And, typical of settlements
across industries, CoreCivic did
not admit any wrongdoing.

The largest settlement was for
$900,000 over a South Central
Correctional Facility inmate’s su-
icide where staff falsified rec-
ords. Three others were for
about $300,000 apiece.

But those payouts were the ex-
ception. Half the settlements
were for $12,500 or less. Some
involved no money at all.

Students burned after having to bear crawl on hot track in Texas

The Charlotte (N.C.) Observer

A Texas teacher was placed
on leave after school officials
said students were burned dur-
ing a punishment, news outlets
reported.

Thirteen cheerleaders suf-
fered from first and second-de-
gree burns after officials said
their coach punished them by

making them do “bear crawls”
and “crab walks” on a hot out-
door track, according to KLBK.

The cheerleaders were stu-
dents at Evans Middle School in
Lubbock, KCBD reported. The
track was hot because of high
temperatures that day, accord-
ing to South Plains Live.

The eighth graders told

KLBK they were punished be-
cause they performed a cheer
at a football game that the
coach didn’t want them to do.
“I had asked [my daughter],
‘Are you OK? How was school?’
She put her stuff down in the
car, went to sit down and said,
‘Mom, you want to know how
my day was in cheer?’ I said,

‘Yeah.” She told me that they
got a punishment, and shows
me her hands,” Angel Thomp-
son, a mom of one of the stu-
dents, told the news outlet.

The teacher involved has
been placed on administrative
leave, according to South
Plains Live.

“We want to express our deep

concern and regret for the pain
and distress this has caused the
students and their families. No
child should ever be subjected
to harm in a learning environ-
ment, and we are fully commit-
ted to ensuring that incidents
like this do not happen again,”
Lubbock ISD said in a state-
ment, according to KCBD.
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Wife-carrying contest
brings competitive duos

M NEWRY — An annual

event involving dirt,
beer and cash once again drew
dozens of eager competitors to a
ski resort in Maine.

More than 30 couples competed
in the North American Wife Car-
rying Championship, a 278-yard
race during which contestants
splash through water, leap over
logs and trudge through mud —all
while carrying their partner like a
sack of potatoes.

The sport’s origin story isn’t ex-
actly politically correct. It’s based
on a 19th-century Finnish legend
involving a man known as “Ron-
kainen the Robber,” whose gang
was known to pillage villages and
carry away the women, according
to one of the explanations includ-
ed on the website wife-carry-
ing.org.

Traditionally, the Finnish event
featured male competitors carry-
ing a woman. Competing couples
didn’t have to be married, nor did
they have to be a man and woman.

The champion leaves with the
weight of the “wife” in beer and
five times the “wife’s” weight in
cash. To estimate the amount they
win, the winning “wife” is put on
one side of a see-saw-like scale
that organizers balance out on the
other side with cases of beer.

Hot-air balloon strikes
and collapses radio tower

N ALBUQUERQUE —

A hot-air balloon
struck and collapsed a radio tower
in Albuquerque during the city’s
famous festival — the second time
in 20 years that a balloon has come
into contact with that tower.

There were no reports of inju-
ries, said Kevin Carhart, a spokes-
person for the Bernalillo County
Sheriff’s Office. The balloon,
which had three people on board,
landed safely in a field after it
struck the tower.

The tower transmits radio sig-
nal for KKOB-AM.

The Aerostar International Inc.
S-57 A balloon took off from a park
as part of the 52nd annual Albu-
querque International Balloon
Fiesta, said the Federal Aviation
Administration, which is investi-
gating.

Al helps scientists track
‘twangy’ whales’ vocals

D WASHINGTON —
Since 2014, scientists
have listened to a unique whale
vocalization  they  call a
“biotwang.” The call, which
sounds a bit like squeaking metal,
was first detected by an autono-
mous sea glider near the Mariana
Archipelago. In 2018, researchers
realized that the sound came from
groups of Bryde’s whales, baleen
whales that thrive in warm
oceans.
Long-term passive recording at
the sea bottom had the potential to
answer that question — if re-

searchers could locate biotwang
sounds among almost 200,000
hours of recordings.

So the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration used
Google-developed tools in the
hopes that artificial intelligence
and machine learning might be
able to sift through S00 terabytes
of data.

The majority of biotwangs were
detected off the Mariana Archi-
pelago and nearby Wake Island,
suggesting the calls are specific to
a population of Bryde’s whales
that pass through the area during
twice-annual migrations between
breeding and feeding grounds.

Woman tried to smuggle
turtles by kayak from US

BURLINGTON — A

woman from China
pleaded guilty to attempting to
smuggle 29 eastern box turtles, a
protected species, across a Ver-
mont lake into Canada by kayak.

Wan Yee Ng, 41, was arrested at
an Airbnb in Canaan as she was
about to get into an inflatable kay-
ak with a duffel bag on Lake Wal-
lace, according to a Border Patrol
agent’s affidavit filed in federal
court.

Agents had been notified by
Royal Canadian Mounted Police
that two other people, including a
man who was believed to be her
husband, had started to paddle an
inflatable watercraft from the
Canadian side of the lake toward
the United States, according to

court documents.

The agents searched her heavy
duffel bag and found 29 live east-
ern box turtles individually
wrapped in socks, the affidavit
states. Eastern box turtles are
known to be sold on the Chinese
black market for $1,000 each, the
affidavit stated.

2 arrested in deadly
attack on homeless man

NEW YORK — Two

men were arrested on
manslaughter charges in the beat-
ing death of a homeless man who
was accosted while sleeping in a
supermarket parking lot in Brook-
lyn, police said.

Police said Cos Jervis Jonas Aj-
puac, 38, and another man were
pummeled with metal pipes and a
baseball bat around 7 p.m. Sept.
18, police said. Ajpuac succumbed
to his injuries Oct. 2. The other
man, a 42-year-old, survived.

The assailants “just attacked
them while they were sleeping,”
store security worker Stephen De-
Grasse told the Daily News, say-
ing he had seen security footage of
the beating.

There was no immediate infor-
mation from police about what
sparked the attack.

Pilot’s wife safely lands
plane during emergency
c BAKERSFIELD —

The wife of a pilot who
suffered a medical emergency
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took over flying and managed to
safely land the plane in California,
authorities said.

The Las Vegas Review-Journal
reported that real estate broker
Eliot Alper was flying a twin-en-
gine Beechcraft King Air 90 with
his wife, Yvonne Kinane-Wells,
from Henderson, Nev., on their
way to Monterey, Calif., on Oct. 4
when he was incapacitated be-
cause of a medical emergency.

Kinane-Wells took control and
landed the plane with help from
air traffic controllers at Meadows
Field Airport in Bakersfield, the
newspaper reported.

The newspaper reported that
Alper later died.

Car dropping off shooting
victim struck 3 nurses

P PHILADELPHIA — A

vehicle fleeing a Phila-
delphia hospital after dropping off
a gunshot victim struck three
nurses who were trying to treat
the patient, injuring one critically,
authorities said.

The silver Jeep Cherokee had
just dropped off the man in the
ambulance bay at Penn Presby-
terian Hospital about 4:30 a.m.
Saturday when it hit the three
male nurses as it fled, police said.

One 36-year-old nurse was list-
ed in critical condition with facial
injuries and internal bleeding.

A 37-year-old nurse with head
injuries and a Sl-year-old nurse
with head and back injuries were
listed in stable condition, police

.: ’
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RogBerT F. Bukaty/ AP

Nic Vinsonhaler carries Tara Rogowski while competing in the North American Wife Carrying Championship, Saturday at Sunday River ski
resort in Newry, Maine.

said.

The 28-year-old shooting victim
arrived with multiple gunshot
wounds and may have sustained a
head injury in the hit-and-run, po-
lice said.

Bear makes surprise visit
to governor’s estate

c HARTFORD — Wit-

nesses could bear-ly
believe the surprise visitor that
appeared at the Connecticut gov-
ernor’s estate.

A black bear scaled the fence
Saturday as human passers-by did
a double-take.

“It was definitely like: ‘Is this
real?”” Joanna M. Kornafel re-
called.

She and her family were travel-
ing in their car near the governor’s
residence in Hartford when traf-
fic slowed, and the reason soon be-
came clear: The bear was crossing
the street.

Then, as Kornafel’s husband
drove and she grabbed her phone
to take photos, the animal strode
up the driveway to the 19th-centu-
ry estate and scrambled up the tall
metal gate. She photographed the
bear standing on its hind legs on
the gate, with its front paws on an
adjacent pillar and its snout nosi-
ng about a globe-shaped light.

Gov. Ned Lamont’s office said
no one was home at the time, and
the bear evidently just wandered
off.

From wire reports
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Netanyahu mulls plan to starve out Hamas in northern Gaza

Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is
examining a plan to seal off human-
itarianaid tonorthern Gazainanat-
tempt to starve out Hamas mili-
tants, a plan that, if implemented,
could trap without food or water
hundreds of thousands of Palesti-
nians unwilling or unable to leave
their homes.

Israel has issued many evacua-
tion orders for the north throughout
theyearlong war, the mostrecent of
which was Sunday. The plan pro-
posed to Netanyahu and the Israeli
parliament by a group of retired
generals would escalate the pres-

sure, giving Palestinians a week to
leave the northern third of the Gaza
Strip, including Gaza City, before
declaring it a closed military zone.

Those who remain would be con-
sidered combatants — meaning
military regulations would allow
troops to kill them — and denied
food, water, medicine and fuel, ac-
cordingtoacopy ofthe plangivento
The Associated Press by its chief
architect, who says the plan is the
only way to break Hamas in the
north and pressure it to release the
remaining hostages.

The plan calls for Israel to main-
tain control over the north for anin-
definite period to attempt to create

a new administration without Ha-
mas, splitting the Gaza Strip in two.

Therehasbeennodecisionbythe
government to fully carry out the
so-called “Generals’ Plan,” and itis
unclear how strongly it’sbeing con-
sidered.

When asked if the evacuation or-
ders in northern Gaza marked the
first stages of the “Generals’ Plan,”
Israeli military spokesperson Lt.
Col. Nadav Shoshani said no.

“Wehave not received aplan like
that,” he said.

But one official with knowledge
of the matter said parts of the plan
are already being implemented,
without specifying which parts. A

second official, who is Israeli, said
Netanyahu “had read and studied”
the plan, “like many plans thathave
reached him throughout the war,”
but didn’t say whether any of it had
been adopted. The officials spoke
on condition of anonymity, because
the plan isn’t supposed to be dis-
cussed publicly.

On Sunday, Israel launched an
offensive against Hamas fightersin
the Jabaliya refugee camp north of
the city. The amount of aid reaching
the north has declined significantly
since Oct. 1, according to the U.N.

The U.S. State Department
spokesperson has said Washington
is against any plan that would bring

direct Israeli occupation in Gaza.

Human rights groups say the
plan would likely starve civilians
andthatitfliesinthe face ofinterna-
tional law, which prohibits using
food asaweapon and forcible trans-
fers. Accusations that Israel is in-
tentionally limiting food to Gazaare
central to the genocide case
brought against it at the Interna-
tional Court of Justice, charges Is-
rael denies.

A coalition of Israeli NGOs on
Monday urged the international
community to act, noting that
“there are alarming signs that the
Israeli military is beginning to
quietly implement” the plan.
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Kenya relocates 50 elephants,
a sign poaching under control

Associated Press

MWEA, Kenya — As a helicop-
ter hovers close to an elephant,
trying to be as steady as possible,
an experienced veterinarian cau-
tiously takes aim.

A tranquilizer dart whooshes in
the air, and within minutes the gi-
ant mammal surrenders to a deep
slumber as teams of wildlife ex-
perts rush to measure its vitals
and ensure it’s OK.

Kenya is suffering from a prob-
lem, albeit a good one: the ele-
phant population in the 16-square-
mile Mwea National Reserve, east
of the capital Nairobi, has flour-

ished from its maximum capacity
of S0 to a whopping 156, over-
whelming the ecosystem and re-
quiring the relocation of about 100
of the largest land animals. It host-
ed 49 elephants in 1979.

According to the Kenya Wildlife
Service Director General Erustus
Kanga, the overpopulation in
Mwea highlighted the success of
conservation efforts over the last
three decades.

“This shows that poaching has
been low and the elephants have
been able to thrive,” Kanga said.

Experts started relocating SO
elephants last week to the expan-

sive 301-square-mile Aberdare
National Park, located in central
Kenya.

As of Monday, 44 elephants had
been moved from Mwea to Aber-
dare, with six others scheduled for
Tuesday.

Tourism Minister Rebecca
Miano oversaw the translocation
of five of the elephants on Mon-
day, saying: “This will go down in
history as a record, as it is the big-
gest exercise of its kind. It is the
first time we are witnessing the
translocation of S0 elephants at a
gO.”

A second phase to relocate SO

BRIAN INGANGA/AP

Kenya Wildlife Service rangers and capture team cool down a sedated
elephant at Mwea National Park, east of the capital Nairobi, Kenya, on
Monday.

other elephantsis planned, butthe million Kenyan shillings
date has not been disclosed. ($93,000), the wildlife agency
The project has cost at least 12 said.
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Superpower:
Raw honesty

Actor Christopher Reeve’s children sought to be
as vulnerable as possible in new documentary

By BROOKE LEFFERTS
Associated Press
hristopher Reeve’s chil-
dren say they made a
point to include all the
complexities of their fa-
ther’s life — his strengths and
weaknesses — in the new docu-
mentary “Super/Man: The Chris-
topher Reeve Story” — because
that’s what he would have wanted.

The film includes family home
videos, mixed with interviews and
movie clips of Reeve, who famous-
ly played Superman in four films,
in addition to other acting and di-
recting roles later in his career.
Reeve’s three children, Matthew,
Alexandra and Will Reeve, say
there were no restrictions on top-
ics or video used in their father’s
story.

“He wouldn’t have wanted to be
viewed through rose-colored
glasses. He would want art and
cinema and factual, comprehen-
sive storytelling, and that’s what
he got,” Reeve’s youngest son,
Will, told The Associated Press.
“It’s important to us to be honest
and raw and vulnerable and give a
360-degree view of a very human

life, of a very human family.”

Reeve — an avid athlete, sailor,
skier and horseman — was nearly
killed in a 199S horse-riding acci-
dent that left him paralyzed for the
rest of his life. He used his plat-
form to become an advocate for
people with disabilities, starting a
foundation in his name.

Directors Ian Bonhote and Pe-
ter Ettedgui were able to access
some never-before-seen home
movies of the Reeve family before
and after the accident. “When we
started to make the film, one of the
things they were adamant (about)
is that they will share everything.
They will share the archive, but
they will share their emotional
states ... everything,” Bonhote
said. “That was the first time they
were going to do it, and they were
going to go all out.”

Reeve had recorded audio of his
memoir before he died in 2005, so
his narration is used in parts, add-
ing to the film’s intimacy. The ac-
tor became a father to Matthew
and Alexandra with his first part-
ner, Gae Exton, and the family
was living in the U.K. before
Reeve decided he needed a break

WARNER BRos. PicTUuRES/AP photos

Above, left to right: Director Peter Ettedgui, Will Reeve and director
lan Bonhéte pose during the filming of the documentary “Super/Man:
The Christopher Reeve Story.” The actor’s two other children, Mat-
thew Reeve and Alexadnra Reeve Givens, were also involved.

and moved back to the U.S. alone.
Exton, who is interviewed in the
film, shares compelling memories
of that time, and Matthew and
Alexandra admit their father was
not around regularly during their
childhood.

Other interviews include Susan
Sarandon and Glenn Close, who
befriended Reeve after he gradu-
ated from The Juilliard School
and started taking on acting roles
in New York.

Reeve’s kids say the process of
going through their archives and
being interviewed for the film
gave them a new perspective and
appreciation of their dad. Will
Reeve was only 12 when his father
died. His mother, Dana, was diag-
nosed with cancer and died less

than 18 months later. Now an ABC
News correspondent, Reeve says
he was fortunate to have had fam-
ily and close friends help raise
him and considers himself “pretty
well-adjusted.”

“There’s a scenario in which
things could have turned out dif-
ferently,” Will Reeve said. “But
because of the values instilled in
us by our parents, because of the
way that they let us into their lives,
the good and the bad, the joyous
and the tragic ... that prepared us
for life’s difficulties and life’s
joys.”

One thing that impressed the di-
rectors most in their research was
Reeve’s commitment to help oth-
ers even after he was physically
limited in his own life. After be-

HUSBAND. FATHER. FIGHTER. HERD.

coming a quadriplegic, Reeve and
his family were shocked at the
lack of resources for people with
disabilities and started the Chris-
topher and Dana Reeve Founda-
tion to help improve quality of life
and fund research for a cure for
people with spinal cord injuries.

The film was widely released
Oct. 11 to coincide with the 20th
anniversary of Reeve’s death this
month.

‘Terrifier 3’ trounces ‘Joker’ sequel;
Trump film “The Apprentice’ fizzles

By JAKE COYLE
Associated Press

The choices at movie theaters over the week-
end included Joaquin Phoenix as the Joker, a
film about Donald Trump, a “Saturday Night
Live” origin story and even Pharrell Williams
as a Lego. In the end, all were trounced by an
ax-wielding clown.

“Terrifier 3,” a gory, low-budget slasher
from the small distributor Cineverse, topped
the weekend box office with $18.3 million, ac-
cording to estimates Sunday. The film, a sequel
to 2022’s “Terrifier 2” ($15 million worldwide
in ticket sales), brings back the murderous Art
the Clown (David Howard Thornton) and lets
him loose, as Santa, at a Christmas party.

The disastrous news continues for “Joker:
Folie a Deux.” After Todd Phillips’ “Joker” se-
quel, starring Phoenix and Lady Gaga, got off
to a much-diminished start last weekend, the
film fell a staggering 81% in its second week-
end, bringing in just $7.1 million.

For a superhero film, such a drop has little
precedent. Disappointments like ‘“The Mar-
vels,” “The Flash” and “Shazam! Fury of the
Gods” all managed better second weekends.
Such a mass rejection by audiences and critics

is particularly unusual for a follow-up to a mas-
sive hit like 2019’s “Joker.” That film, also from
Phillips and Phoenix, grossed more than $1 bil-
lion worldwide against a $60 million budget.

The sequel was pricier, costing about $200
million to make. That means “Joker: Folie a
Deux” is headed for certain box-office disas-
ter. It’s collected $165.3 million globally.

“The Wild Robot,” the acclaimed Universal
Pictures and DreamWorks animated movie,
took second place in its third weekend with
$13.4 million. The film, with Lupita Nyong’o
voicing the robot protagonist, has made $83.7
million domestically and $148 million world-
wide.

The young Donald Trump film “The Ap-
prentice” opened in a distant 10th place, man-
aging a paltry $1.6 million in ticket sales. While
expectations weren’t much higher, audiences
still showed little enthusiasm for an election-
year origin story of the Republican nominee.

“The Apprentice,” starring Sebastian Stan
as Trump under the mentorship of Roy Cohn
(Jeremy Strong), will depend on continued
awards conversation for Strong and Stan to
make a significant mark in theaters before vot-
ers turn out at the polls.

CINIEVERSE ENTERTAINMENT/AP
David Howard Thornton plays a murderous
ax-wielding clown in “Terrifier 3,” which was
an unexpected No. 1 at the box office over
the weekend, making $18.3 million.

Jason Reitman’s “Saturday Night,” about
the backstage drama at the NBC sketch come-
dy show’s debut S0 years ago, failed to ignite its
nationwide expansion. The film, with an en-
semble castled by Gabriel LaBelle’s Lorne Mi-
chaels, collected $3.4 million.

“Piece by Piece,” a Pharrell Williams docu-
mentary-biopic hybrid animated in Lego form,
opened with $3.8 million. The debut, while low
for a Lego animated movie, was very high for a
documentary. The film, which was modestly
budgeted at $16 million, is also likely to end up
the year’s highest-grossing documentary — if
“Piece by Piece” can be called that.

‘Game of Thrones’ items
fetch more than $21M

“Game of Thrones” fans came
outin droves to bid on hundreds of
costumes, props and other items
from the series in an auction that
raked in more than $21 million.

From Oct. 10-12, the Heritage
Auctions event in Dallas featured
more than 900 lots including suits
of armor, swords and weapons, je-
welry and several other items of
significance from the HBO series.

The top-dollar item was the ve-
ry thing the characters in the se-
ries vied for throughout its eight-
season run: the Iron Throne. After
a six-minute bidding war, the
throne sold for $1.49 million.

The replica was made of plastic
and molded from the original
screen-used version, then finished
off with metallic paint and jewel
embellishments. In the series, the
throne was forged with dragon
breath that melted the swords of a
thousand vanquished challengers.

Heritage Auctions said in a
statement Sunday that the event
broughtin $21.1 million from more
than 4,500 bidders.

From The Associated Press
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OPINION

The political system works, and that’s the problem

By Davip MiLLs
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
he American political system
works. Of course it works. That’s
what a system — a thing that once
set up keeps running — does.

But it doesn’t necessarily work the way we
want it to. It doesn’t inevitably advance the
common good or make America a better na-
tion. It doesn’t consider such things. It can as
easily make the world worse as make it better.

This explains something of America’s cur-
rent pain and fear for the future and the polar-
ization that follows them. The system just
keeps running, and we get what we get. And
what we get, we may not want.

Witness, I submit, the present presidential
campaign.

The two candidates

We Americans have been raised to believe
that we can trust the system and things will
work out well enough. Look at all the relieved
editorials when Donald Trump’s attempts to
overthrow the 2020 election failed because all
the courts said no.

Butitdoesn’talways work, and it can fail ve-
ry, very badly, and in a way that could be per-
manent. We can’t trust it the way we thought
we could. Look at the two candidates.

You probably really like one and really dis-
like the other. Youmay well think one will save
America and the other will destroy it. Most
Americans will agree that something went
really wrong to give useither Trump or Kama-
laHarris.Itake thatasthe consensus view that
the system crashed.

How did we get Trump, the least likely pres-
identin American history? In 2015, he decided
to run for the Republican nomination, in what
might have been a publicity stuntoralark ora
chance to get the adulation he needs. For rea-
sons unknown — but which if known would
probably be discouraging — he jumped to an

early lead in the polls.

Then he came in a close second to Ted Cruz
in the Iowa caucuses, and the political media
duly certified him as a serious candidate. The
juggernaut was rolling. (In amove that the na-
tion should have taken as a warning, Trump
tweeted, “Ted Cruz didn’t win Iowa, he stole
it.””)

Think for a second about why the Iowa cau-
cuses have such importance, when they mean
little. The caucuses only choose delegates who
then choose the state’s party’s delegates to the
party’s national convention. It shouldn’t have
the effect it does.

It’sanartifactofthe pastand aproductofthe
candidates’ and the media’s need to have a po-
litical event. (I remember watching the pre-
posterously dramatic Wolf Blitzer a few
months ago.) Completely irrational, unrepre-
sentative of America, but it can make or dam-
age a candidate. That’s the system working.

Trump was on a roll. The other candidates
could have stopped him, but they were all
playing the angles, trying to figure out how to
edge out the others and make themselves the
sole alternative to Trump, while also not alie-
nating his supporters.Noone stepped aside, so
Trump trod on all of them.

Then, of course, being politicians, they all
made their peace with Trump, and in the polit-
ical world making peace means pretending
you like him and think highly of him. It means
becoming a cheerleader because your path to
power runs through him. That is the system
too.

Trump and Harris win

In the 2016 election, Trump had the luck to
face Hillary Clinton, who was not the nation’s
most likable candidate and one who thought
shehad stateslike Pennsylvaniainthebagand
didn’t campaign hard enough to actually win
them. Trump drew the political equivalent of
aninside straight and found himself'the presi-

dent of the United States. The system worked,
as a system. As a system producing a virtuous
and competent leader, not so much.

And how did we get Harris? Ambitious and
gifted at politics, she’d made her way to the
Senate, but success in California does not nec-
essarily mean success anywhere else. Natu-
rally enough, she ran for the Democratic nom-
ination for president, and bombed.

Almost no one seemed to like her as a possi-
ble leader. She looked like a senator for life.

The Democratic establishment threw the
nomination toJoe Biden, asit had to Clinton, to
make sure Bernie Sanders didn’tgetit. (Ithink
Bernie would have beaten Trump in 2016, be-
cause he would have appealed to some of the
same economically marginalized voters.)

Biden needed a vice president who would
satisfy Democratic constituencies and —he’s
been in politics too long to take any risks —too
unpopular to threaten his run for reelection.
And there was Harris, the sidelineable vice
president from central casting.

Then, as Biden’s mental problems got
worse tothe point they couldn’t be hidden any-
more — problems Harris certainly knew
about—and the partyleadersdecided tomove
him out, their only choice for a candidate was
the vice president. If Biden hadn’t debated,
he’d still be the candidate.

Americans agree

That’s the way the system works. And ex-
cept for those who don’t think much of either
candidate, almost every American thinks it
worked as badly as it could this year, produc-
ing candidates one of whom wasn’t just bad
but dangerous.

Americans disagree about who’s the dan-
ger, but they agree that the election will make
orbreak ournation. And that’s the way the sys-
tem works.

David Mills is a Pittshurgh Post-Gazette columnist.

A perfect moment to honor Hiroshima testimonies

By JAMEs HOHMANN
The Washington Post

OSLO, Norway

Ifred Nobel ushered in the era of

high explosives by inventing dyna-

mite and blasting caps, but he nev-

er conceived the destructive pow-

erthat would be wrought by nuclear weapons.

He died in 1896, bequeathing his fortune for

the Nobel Prizes, 49 years before the start of

theatomicage. Thebomb dropped on Hiroshi-

ma, 79 years ago, packed an explosive yield

equivalent to more than 15,000 tons of TNT. In

the early 1960s, the Soviets tested a SO-mega-

ton hydrogen bomb — 3,300 times more pow-

erful than the “Little Boy” that killed an esti-

mated 140,000 people in Hiroshimaby the end

of 1945, including the initial blast and the ra-
dioactive fallout.

The Japanese survivors of the infernos in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki formed an organiza-
tion in 1956 called Nihon Hidankyo that has
collected thousands of eyewitness accounts to
teach the world about the civilization-destroy-
ing potential of nuclear weapons. Its advocacy
has helped foster the international norm to
stigmatize the use of nuclear weapons as mor-
ally unacceptable. Forits efforts, it won a well-
deserved Nobel Peace Prize on Friday.

The committee’s choice serves asawarning
to the global community, which is sliding to-
ward complacency. As much as the world fix-
ates on the dangers of artificial intelligence
and the possibility of machine consciousness,

the most likely way that mankind will be
wiped offthe face ofthe Earth on any given day
remains nuclear conflagration — accidental
or intentional. That threat is growing.

“This taboo against the use of nuclear weap-
ons is under pressure,” Jorgen Watne
Frydnes, chairman of the committee, said
during a news conference Friday at the Nor-
wegian Nobel Institute. “Many people see the
dark skies on the horizon. ... All words or
deeds to reduce the nuclear taboo are danger-
ous to humanity.”

Top of mind are Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin’s threats to use nuclear weapons
against Ukraine. Moscow changed its nuclear
doctrine last month to say that any nation’s
conventional attack on Russian territory that
is supported by a nuclear power will be consi-
dered a joint attack. He’s trying to scare Eu-
rope and the United States into limiting Uk-
raine’s ability to use weapons provided by the
West. Eager to undermine Ukraine, former
President Donald Trump keeps claiming
President Joe Biden is going to get us into
World War IIT—which happens to be exactly
what Putin wants him to say.

Meanwhile, U.S. officials fear Iran might
make alast dash tobuild anuclear bombinre-
sponse to its conventional losses to Israel.

China has been expanding its nuclear arse-
nal, growing it from 410 warheads last year to
500 as of January. A June report by the Stock-
holm International Peace Research Institute
warned that China might have as many inter-

continental ballistic missiles as the U.S. or
Russia by 2030. Its more erratic neighbor,
North Korea, has alsobeenexpandingitsarse-
nal. In response to all this, the United States
plans to spend an estimated $1.7 trillion to mo-
dernize and revamp its nuclear arsenal over
the next 30 years. No serious arms control ne-
gotiations are underway.

There was heavy anticipation inside the
grand ballroom where the announcement
gets made every year. As everyone waited, a
young committee staff member clutched
tightly with both hands a manila folder that
contained printouts about the winner. At the
end of the event, organizers released a dove
from a window to symbolize peace.

Frydnes, 39,is the youngest chairman of the
committee that awards the prize. Every survi-
vorof Hiroshimaand Nagasakiisatleasttwice
his age. It won’t be too long before we lose the
last of these witnesses. The Japanese testimo-
nials help us “to describe the indescribable, to
think the unthinkable and to somehow grasp
the incomprehensible pain and suffering
caused by nuclear weapons,” Frydnes said.

Inlieu of first-person testimonials, societies
—bothopenand closed—must find new ways
to impress upon younger generations, espe-
cially up-and-coming decision-makers, the
awesome and awful power of these bombs to
unleash Armageddon.

James Hohmann is a Washington Post editorial writer and
columnist specializing in domestic policy and politics.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PRO BASKETBALL AUTO RACING

The AP Top 25

The Top 25 teams in The Associated
Press college football poll, with first-place
votes in parentheses, records through
Oct. 12, total points based on 25 points for
a first-place vote through one point for a
25th-place vote, and previous ranking:

Record Pts Prv

1. Texas (56) 6-0 1544 1
2. Oregon (6) 6-0 1493 3
3. Penn St. 6-0 1380 4
4. Ohio St. 5-1 1357 2
5. Georgia 5-1 1300 5
6. Miami 6-0 1232 6
7. Alabama 5-1 1127 7
8.LSU 5-1 994 13
9. lowa St. 6-0 982 11
10. Clemson 5-1 980 10
11. Tennessee 5-1 959 8
12. Notre Dame 5-1 914 11
13.BYU 6-0 889 14
14. Texas A&M 5-1 744 15
15. Boise St. 5-1 597 17
16. Indiana 6-0 580 18
17. Kansas St. 5-1 567 18
18. Mississippi 5-2 511 9
19. Missouri 5-1 409 21
20. Pittsburgh 6-0 397 22
21.SMU 5-1 260 25
22. lllinois 5-1 249 23
23. Army 6-0 137 —
24. Michigan 4-2 133 24
25. Navy 50 84 —

Others receiving votes: Vanderbilt 68,
Nebraska 62, Arizona St. 39, Oklahoma 36,
Washington St. 32, lowa 29, Texas Tech 18,
Syracuse 13, Arkansas 13, Utah 7, Louis-
ville 6, Southern Cal 5, Liberty 2, UNLV 1.

USA Today Top 25

The US LBM Coaches Poll Top 25 with
team’s records through Saturday in pa-
rentheses, total points based on 25 for
first place through one point for 25th,
ranking in last week’s poll and first-place
votes received:

Points Prv 1st

1. Texas (6-0) 1,348 1 52
2. Oregon (6-0) 1,298 3 2
3. Penn State (6-0) 1,197 5 0
4. Georgia (5-1) 1,169 4 0
5. Ohio State (5-1) 1,123 2 0
6. Miami (Fla.) (6-0) 1,083 6 0
7. Alabama (5-1) 989 7 0
8.LSU (5-1) 895 10 0
9. Clemson (5-1) 888 11 0
10. Tennessee (5-1) 878 9 0
11. Notre Dame (5-1) 821 12 0
12. lowa State (6-0) 808 13 0
13. Brigham Young (6-0) 674 15 0
14.Texas A&M (5-1) 622 14 0
15. Mississippi (5-2) 523 8 0
16. Missouri (5-1) 510 18 0
17. Kansas State (5-1) 462 19 0
18. Indiana (6-0) 454 20 0
19. Boise State (5-1) 364 22 0
20. Pittsburgh (6-0) 333 24 0
21.1llinois (5-1) 231 23 0
22. Michigan (4-2) 221 21 0
23.SMU (5-1) 183 25 0
24. Army (6-0) 98 - 0
25. Nebraska (5-1) 87 — 0

Dropped out: No. 16 Oklahoma (4-2); No.
17 Utah (4-2).

Others receiving votes: Oklahoma (4-2)
81; Arizona State (5-1) 44; Navy (5-0) 37;
Utah (4-2) 31; Vanderbilt (4-2) 22; Syracuse
(5-1) 13;lowa (4-2) 12; UNLV (5-1) 12; Liber-
ty (5-0) 9; Texas Tech (5-1) 9; Washington
State (5-1) 8; Louisville (4-2) 4; Memphis
55-1) 4; James Madison (5-1) 3; Tulane (4-2)

Sunday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League
DETROIT TIGERS — Activated LFs Akil
Baddoo and Ryan Vilade, LHP Bryan Sam-
mons, SSs Eddys Leonard and Ryan Krei-
dler, RHPs Cassey Mize, Alex Lange, Wil-
mer Flores, Kenta Maeda, Matt Manning,
Mason Englert and Ricky Vanasco and 1B
Bligh Madris.
National League
LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Activated
RHP Brent Honeywell and CF Kevin Kier-
maier.
NEW YORK METS — Activated 2B Jeff

McNeil.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League

DETROIT RED WINGS — Placed G Ville
Husso on waivers.

MINNESOTA WILD — Recalled C Travis
Boyd from lowa (AHL). Reassigned G Jesp-
er Wallstedt to lowa.

MONTREAL CANADIENS — Waived C
Alex Barre-Boulet for the purpose ofaloan
to Laval (AHL).

WNBA playoffs

(x-if necessary)
WNBA Finals
(Best-of-five)

No. 2 Minnesota 1, No. 1 New York 1
Minnesota 95, New York 93, OT
Sunday: New York 80, Minnesota 66
Wednesday: at Minnesota
Friday: at Minnesota
x-Sunday, Oct. 20: at New York

PRO SOCCER

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
Inter MiamiCF 21 4 8 71 73 47
Columbus 18 6 9 63 69 38
Cincinnati 17 11 5 56 56 47
Orlando City 15 11 7 52 58 48
NYCFC 14 11 8 50 54 47
Charlotte FC 13 11 9 48 43 37
New York 11 8 14 47 53 47

D.C. United 10 13 10 40 52 67
CF Montréal 10 13 10 40 46 64
Toronto FC 11 19 4 37 40 661
Philadelphia 9 14 10 37 61 53

Atlanta 9 14 10 37 44 48
Nashville 816 9 33 35 54
New England 920 4 31 35 68
Chicago 717 9 30 40 59
WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
LA Galaxy 19 7 7 64 68 48
LAFC 18 8 7 61 60 42
Seattle 16 9 8 56 50 34
Real SaltLake 15 7 11 56 63 47
Houston 14 10 9 51 45 38
Colorado 15 13 5 50 59 57
Minnesota 14 12 7 49 54 48
Vancouver 13 12 8 47 51 47
Portland 12 11 10 46 64 55
Austin FC 10 14 9 39 36 46
FC Dallas 10 15 8 38 52 55
St Louis City 8 12 13 37 49 59
Sporting KC 8 18 7 31 50 64
San Jose 624 3 21 40 75

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday, Oct. 12
Columbus 4, New England 0
Sunday’s game
Los Angeles FC 2, Vancouver 1
Saturday’s games

Nashville at Chicago

Charlotte FC at D.C. United

New England at Miami

New York City FC at CF Montréal
Columbus at New York

Atlanta at Orlando City
Cincinnati at Philadelphia
Colorado at Austin FC

Sporting Kansas City at FC Dallas
LA Galaxy at Houston

San Jose at Los Angeles FC

St Louis City at Minnesota
Vancouver at Real Salt Lake

Portland at Seattle

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
Orlando 17 1 6 57 42 15
Washington 16 6 2 50 48 28
Gotham FC 15 4 5 50 34 18
Kansas City 14 3 7 49 50 29
North Carolina 12 9 3 39 34 26
Chicago 10 12 2 32 30 33
Portland 9 11 4 31 34 34
Bay FC 914 1 28 27 39
Louisville 6 11 7 25 31 36
UtahRoyalsFC 7 14 3 24 20 35
Angel City 712 5 23 28 38
San Diego 512 7 22 20 30
Seattle 514 5 20 23 40
Houston 514 5 20 17 37

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday, Oct. 11
Portland 2, Orlando 0
Saturday, Oct. 12
Gotham FC 2, Chicago 0

Angel City 1, North Carolina 1, tie
Kansas City 1, Bay FC 0

Sunday’s games
Utah Royals FC 3, Seattle 0

Washington 4, Louisville 1
Houston 2, San Diego 0

Friday’s game
Houston at Seattle
Saturday’s games

San Diego at Kansas City

Portland at Louisville

North Carolina at Bay FC
Sunday, Oct. 20

Orlando at Gotham FC
Chicago at Washington
Utah Royals FC at Angel City

Bank of America Roval 400

NASCAR Cup Series
Sunday
At Charlotte Motor Speedway Road
Course
Concord, N.C.
Lap length: 2.28 miles
(Start position in parentheses)

1.(6) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 109 laps, 48
points.

2. (12) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 109, 35.

3. (10) William Byron, Chevrolet, 109, 34.

4. (5) Austin Cindric, Ford, 109, 39.

5. (7) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 109, 48.

6. (3) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 109, 0.
102. (()1) Shane Van Gisbergen, Chevrolet,

8. (4) Joey Logano, Ford, 109, 47.

9. (9) Bubba Wallace, Toyota, 109, 35.

10. (14) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 109, 40.

11. (2) Tyler Reddick, Toyota, 109, 36.
2512. (20) Carson Hocevar, Chevrolet, 109,

13. (11) Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, 109, 27.
14. (18) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 109, 24.
15. (21) Michael McDowell, Ford, 109, 26.
16. (24) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Chevrolet,
109, 21.
17. (29) Chris Buescher, Ford, 109, 20.
18. (15) Todd Gilliland, Ford, 109, 19.
19. (23) Zane Smith, Chevrolet, 109, 18.
20. (26) Harrison Burton, Ford, 109, 17.
21. (30) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 109, 16.
22.(36) Josh Berry, Ford, 109, 15.
23. (8) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 109, 16.
24.(27) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 109, 13.
25. (34) Ryan Preece, Ford, 109, 12.
26. (33) Justin Haley, Chevrolet, 109, 11.
27.(31) Kaz Grala, Ford, 109, 10.
28. (16) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 109, 9.
29. (38) Josh Bilicki, Ford, 109, 0.
30. (13) Daniel Suarez, Chevrolet, 108, 7.

31.(32) Noah Gragson, Ford, 108, 6.
32. (22) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 107, 5.
33. (37) Erik Jones, Toyota, accident, 56,

4.
34. (35) John H. Nemechek, Toyota, acci-
dent,55,3. .
35. (19) Ty Gibbs, Toyota, engine, 54, 6.
36. (25) Chase Briscoe, Ford, accident,

41, 1.

37.(28) Corey Laloie, Ford, engine, 3, 1.

38. (17) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, dis-
qualified, 109, 1. e

Race statistics

A\hlerage speed of race winner: 82.817
mph.

Time of race: 3 hours, .0 minutes, 3 sec-
onds.

Margin of victory: 1.511 seconds.

Caution flags: 5 for 13 laps.

Lead changes: 7 among 6 drivers.

Lap leaders: S.Van Gisbergen 0-21;
T.Reddick 22-27; K.Larson 28-47; A.Bow-
man 48-52; A.Allmendinger 53-66; K.Larson
67-75; C.Bell 76; K.Larson 77-109

Leaders summary (driver, times led,
laps led): K.Larson, 3 times for 62 laps;
S.Van Gisbergen, 1 time for 21 laps; A.All-
mendinger, 1 time for 14 laps; T.Reddick, 1
time for 6 laps; A.Bowman, 1 time for 5
laps; C.Bell, 1 time for 1 lap.

Wins: K.Larson, 6; W.Byron, 3; C.Bell, 3;
D.Hamlin, 3; R.Blaney, 2; T.Reddick, 2; J.Lo-
gano, 2; C.Elliott, 1; A.Bowman, 1; A.Cin-
dric, 1; D.Suarez, 1; C.Briscoe, 1; B.Kese-
lowski, 1; H.Burton, 1; C.Buescher, 1;
R.Chastain, 1; R.Stenhouse, 1; A.Dillon, 1.

Top 16 in points: 1. W.Byron, 3156; 2.
K.Larson, 3153; 3. C.Bell, 3140; 4. R.Blaney,
3113; 5. C.Elliott, 3109; 6. D.Hamlin, 3102; 7.
T.Reddick, 3099; 8. J.Logano, 3095; 9.
A.Bowman, 3075; 10. A.Cindric, 3071; 11.
D.Suérez, 3048; 12. C.Briscoe, 3030; 13.
T.Gibbs, 2150; 14. M.Truex, 2146; 15. B.Ke-
selowski, 2120; 16. H.Burton, 2065.

Black Desert Championship

PGA Tour
Sunday
At Black Desert Golf Course
Ivins, Utah
Purse: $7.5 million
Yardage: 7,371; Par: 71
Final Round
M. McCarty, $1,350,000 62-68-64-67—261 -23
Stephan Jaeger, $817,500  65-63-68-68—264 -20
Lucas Glover, $442,500 69-66-68-62—265 -19
Kevin Streelman, $442,500  64-69-63-69—265 -19
Matti Schmid, $307,500 70-67-67-62—266 -18
Harris English, $262,500 66-64-66-71—267 -17
Joe Highsmith, $262,500 66-68-62-71—-267 -17
Nick Hardy, $219,375 66-71-66-65—268 -16
Lee Hodges, $219,375 66-65-70-67—268 -16
Henrik Norlander, $219,375 62-68-70-68—268 -16
Nicolas Echavarria, $137,625 66-69-67-67—269 -15
Ben Griffin, $137,625 67-66-69-67—269 -15
Beau Hossler, $137,625 66-67-66-70—269 -15
Seamus Power, $137,625  72-64-68-65—269 -15
Patrick Rodgers, $137,625  68-69-67-65—269 -15
Greyson Sigg, $137,625 67-69-67-66—269 -15
Tom Whitney, $137,625 68-68-68-65—269 -15
Carson Young, $137,625 65-67-69-68—269 -15
Carl Yuan, $137,625 67-67-66-69—269 -15
Max McGreevy, $137,625 68-68-64-69—269 -15
Joseph Bramlett, $81,750  65-68-68-69—270 -14
Wesley Bryan, $81,750 72-65-67-66—270 -14
Rico Hoey, $81,750 66-69-68-67—270 -14
Chad Ramey, $81,750 69-66-64-71-270 -14
Tyler Duncan, $52,913 66-67-72-66—271 -13
Doug Ghim, $52,913 65-70-66-70—271 -13
Ryo Hisatsune, $52,913 67-70-67-67—271 -13
Kurt Kitayama, $52,913 65-70-64-72—-271 -13
Mac Meissner, $52,913 66-69-70-66—271 -13
Trey Mullinax, $52,913 68-67-69-67—271 -13
Alex Smalley, $52,913 67-69-66-69—271 -13
J.J. Spaun, $52,913 69-64-69-69—271 -13
Adam Svensson, $52,913 60-69-71-71-271 -13
Nick Taylor, $52,913 69-67-66-69—271 -13
Daniel Berger, $37,350 72-65-65-70—272 -12
Will Gordon, $37,350 67-70-67-68—272 -12
Harry Hall, $37,350 65-69-64-74—272 -12
Kevin Tway, $37,350 69-67-66-70—272 -12
Chris Kirk, $37,350 66-68-70-68—272 -12
Joel Dahmen, $31,125 67-67-69-70—273 -11
Philip Knowles, $31,125 74-63-67-69—273 -11
Sam Ryder (15), $31,125 64-66-74-69—273 -11
Patton Kizzire (12), $26,625 66-71-66-71—274 -10
Alejandro Tosti (12), $26,625 69-66-68-71—274 -10
Erik Van Rooyen, $26,625 68-66-68-72—274 -10
Jacob Bridgema, $20,138 68-67-68-72—275 -9
Cameron Champ, $20,138  65-69-70-71-275 -9
Ryan Fox, $20,138 65-72-68-70-275 -9
Wilson Furr, $20,138 66-70-72-67—275 -9
Chan Kim, $20,138 65-70-66-74—275 -9
Ben Kohles, $20,138 65-64-71-75-275 -9
Kyoung-Hoon Lee, $20,138  67-69-71-68—275 -9
Justin Suh, $20,138 67-69-70-69—275 -9
Tyson Alexander, $17,400  70-67-69-70—276 -8
Trace Crowe, $17,400 70-66-68-72—276 -8
Lanto Griffin, $17,400 70-67-70-69—-276 -8
Raul Pereda, $17,400 68-68-70-70—276 -8
Scott Piercy, $17,400 67-70-69-70—276 -8
Chez Reavie, $17,400 70-63-71-72-276 -8
Erik Barnes, $16,875 68-68-70-72—-278 -6
Nate Lashley, $16,650 68-68-71-72—279 -5
Roger Sloan, $16,650 66-67-72-74—279 -5
Norman Xiong, $16,425 69-68-74-69—280 -4
Chesson Hadley, $16,200 67-68-77-69—281 -3
Seonghyeon Kim, $16,200  68-69-70-74—281 -3
Zac Blair, $15,975 68-69-70-75—-282 -2
Vince Whaley, $15,825 68-68-75-72—283 -1
Alexander Bjork, $15,675 68-69-76-71-284 E
Dylan Wu, $15,525 68-69-74-75—286 +2

Buick LPGA Shanghai
Monday
At Qizhong Garden Golf Club
Shanghai
Purse: $2.1 million
Yardage: 6,672; Par: 72
Final Round

Ruoning Yin, $315,000
Sei Young Kim, $166,508
Mao Saigo, $166,508
Yealimi Noh, $108,310
Hye Jin Choi, $79,252
Jeeno Thitikul, $79,252
Angel Yin, $59,703
Minjee Lee, $52,307
Celine Boutier, $43,148
Nasa Hataoka, $43,148
Arpichaya Yubol, $43,148
Auston Kim, $33,708
Lucy Li, $33,708
Ruixin Liu, $33,708
Yu Liu, $33,708
Patty Tavatanakit, $28,953
Jin Hee Im, $25,783
Gaby Lopez, $25,783
H.M. WanyaoLu, $25,783
Anna Nordqvist, $25,783

70-66-63-64—263 -25
62-70-69-68—269 -19
68-65-65-71—-269 -19
68-67-68-67—270 -18
71-68-71-62—272 -16
68-68-69-67—272 -16
67-69-73-64—273 -15
67-67-71-69—274 -14
64-72-70-69—275 -13
70-66-69-70—275 -13
67-73-66-69—275 -13
71-68-71-66—276 -12
65-68-72-71-276 -12
68-72-68-68—276 -12
69-70-68-69—276 -12
70-70-68-69—-277 -11
72-69-70-67—278 -10
71-67-70-70—278 -10
69-67-69-73—278 -10
69-68-73-68—278 -10

A Lim Kim, $22,614 72-69-69-69—279 -9
Paula Reto, $22,614 69-67-71-72—-279 -9
C. Wannasaen, $22,614 66-76-67-70—279 -9
Peiyun Chien, $20,553 66-74-70-70—-280 -8
Alexa Pano, $20,553 68-68-72-72—280 -8
P. Anannarukarn, $17,647  69-67-73-72—281 -7
Muni He, $17,647 66-73-70-72—281 -7
Caroline Inglis, $17,647 70-68-72-71-281 -7
Leona Maguire, $17,647 66-72-71-72—281 -7
Yanhong Pan, $17,647 68-69-68-76—281 -7
Weiwei Zhang, $17,647 67-73-72-69—281 -7
Nicole Broch Estrup, $14,397 70-72-70-70—282 -6
SAS Championship
Champions Tour
Sunday
At Prestonwood CC
Cary, N.C.

Purse: $2.1 million
Yardage: 7,237; Par: 72
Final Round
Jerry Kelly, $315,000
P. Harrington, $184,800
Shane Bertsch, $151,200

67-69-67—203 -13
66-67-71—204 -12
69-67-70—206 -10

Angel Cabrera, $126,000 71-69-67—207 -9
Steven Alker, $92,000 69-70-69—208 -8
Matt Gogel, $92,000 67-71-70—208 -8
Ken Duke, $71,300 70-71-68—-209 -7
Ricardo Gonzalez, $71,300 69-71-69—209 -7
David Toms, $56,700 71-65-74—-210 -6
Kirk Triplett, $56,700 69-70-71-210 -6
Stewart Cink, $42,000 71-69-71-211 -5
Steve Flesch, $42,000 71-70-70-211 -5
M.A. Jimenez, $42,000 71-72-68-211 -5
Vijay Singh, $42,000 72-71-68-211 -5
Michael Wright, $42,000 69-73-69-211 -5
Y.E. Yang, $42,000 68-70-73-211 -5
Woody Austin, $27,990 68-69-75—-212 -4
Chad Campbell, $27,990 74-65-73-212 -4
Glen Day, $27,990 72-71-69-212 -4
Robert Karlsson, $27,990 68-73-71-212 -4
Timothy O'Neal, $27,990 72-71-69-212 -4
Scott Parel, $27,990 71-69-12-212 -4
Mario Tiziani, $27,990 69-71-72-212 -4
Paul Broadhurst, $20,076 73-70-70-213 -3
Alex Cejka, $20,076 77-68-68—213 -3
Darren Clarke, $20,076 72-71-70-213 -3
Rob Labritz, $20,076 72-68-73—-213 -3
Bernhard Langer, $20,076 70-71-72-213 -3
Steve Allan, $14,560 73-71-70-214 -2
Billy Andrade, $14,560 65-76-73—214 -2

WNBA FINALS

Liberty
pull even
with Lynx

By Douc FEINBERG
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Breanna Stew-
art wasn’t going to let history re-
peat itself.

With the Minnesota Lynx mak-
ing another fourth-quarter run,
the two-time league MVP refused
to let the New York Liberty lose
again.

Stewart scored 21 points and
had a WNBA Finals-record seven
steals to help the
Liberty beat the
Lynx 80-66 on
Sunday in Game
2 of the WNBA
Finals.

Justlike Game
1, New York built
a  double-digit
lead in the first
half, only to see it evaporate. This
time the Liberty didn’t completely
collapse, holding on to even the se-
ries 1-1 as it shifts to Minnesota for
Game 3 on Wednesday night.

“The moment the game ended
Thursday night I was looking for-
ward to Sunday to change things,
change the narrative a little bit,”
Stewart said. “Be the same I was
and be obviously better.”

Minnesota was down nine early
in the fourth before getting within
68-66 on Courtney Williams’ layup
with 3:40 left in the game. Those
were the last points Minnesota
scored.

“Our offense was bad at a time
when we really needed it. Our
pace was slow,” Minnesota coach
Cheryl Reeve said. “Taking too
long to get into things, and you
know, I don’t think we were terri-
bly hard to play against from that
standpoint. And that was obvious-
ly a difficult time to be doing that.”

New York clamped down defen-
sively and converted offensively.
Betnijah Laney-Hamilton started
the game-closing 12-0 run with a 3-
pointer in the corner. Stewart’s
putback with 57 seconds left gave
New York a double-digit advan-
tage. She missed a free throw with
0.8 seconds left in regulation of
Game 1 that would have lifted New
York to victory in that contest.

Laney-Hamilton finished with
20 points, hitting key shots for the
team throughout the game as well
as being a defensive stopper. She
missed more than a month after
injuring her right knee before the
Olympic break. She’s still been
working her way back.

Stewart also had eight rebounds
and five assists.

Stewart
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Larson dominates, Bowman gets DQ |

By JENNA FRYER
Associated Press

CONCORD, N.C. — When rain disrupted
Kyle Larson’s bid to complete both the Indi-
anapolis S00 and the Coca-Cola 600 on the
same day — leaving him unable to turn a
single lap at Charlotte Motor Speedway —
he returned to the track determined to put
on a show.

“I don’t want to say it’s a chip, but I think
the fact that he didn’t get to race here and
Indy didn’t turn out too good, that was the
extra motivation,” team owner Rick Hen-
drick said.

Larson raced to his Cup Series-high sixth
victory of the season Sunday to easily ad-
vance to the third round of NASCAR’s
playoffs, winning on The Roval — the hy-
brid road course/oval at Charlotte Motor
Speedway.

“I think after some of the comments he
made after the Indy-Charlotte experience,
he did put a lot of weight on his shoulders,
almost feeling like he let his team and fan-

base down,” crew chief Cliff Daniels said. “I
don’t necessarily think that was fair for him
to put on his shoulders, but I know that he
did. He’s putting in the work, the intensity,
and the determination to be as strong as ev-
erybody.”

Larson led a race-high 62 laps in the No. S
Chevrolet to win in a runaway. He beat
longtime rival and title contender Chris-
topher Bell by 1.511 seconds.

“It was good to have a little bit of a stress-
free weekend,” said Larson, who was taking
his family to Cabo for a quick getaway be-
fore the third round of the playoffs begin
next weekend in Las Vegas.

He noted he went to Paris in the middle of
the season, Italy during the Olympic break,
and typically wins a race before a vacation.

“I think every vacation I've taken this
year, I think I’ve won the race leading into
it,” Larson said. “So I should start taking va-
cation every week. I shouldn’t have to argue.
I shouldn’t have to prove a point. It’s my life
and we perform at a high level, so whatever.”

It was Larson’s second victory of the
playoffs, but he’s the first championship-el-
igible driver to win in the round of 12. The
elimination race cut the field from 12 driv-
ers to eight, and among those knocked out of
title contention was Hendrick driver Alex
Bowman, who was disqualified for failing
the post-race inspection.

Bowman’s disqualification was for not
meeting minimum weight, NASCAR said.
It knocked him out of the playoffs and
moved Joey Logano back into title conten-
tion.

Logano finished eighth and had been
eliminated until Bowman’s disqualifica-
tion.

“We are working to understand the deci-
sion Monday about whether to submit an
appeal,” Hendrick Motorsports said.

Eliminated from title contention after the
Bowman disqualification was Bowman,
Team Penske driver Austin Cindric, Daniel
Suarez of Trackhouse Racing and Chase
Briscoe of Stewart-Haas Racing.

CHuck RTON/AP
Kyle Larson leads the field on a restart

during a NASCAR Cup Series race at
Charlotte Motor Speedway on Sunday.

Three of the four Hendrick drivers —
Larson, William Byron and Chase Elliott —
have advanced into the round of eight.

Joining them for the next three-race se-
ries are reigning Cup champion Ryan Bla-
ney of Penske, Joe Gibbs Racing drivers
Denny Hamlin and Bell in Toyotas, and Tyl-
er Reddick, the regular-season champion
who squeezed through for 23X1I Racing.

Bell finished second and was followed by
Byron, Cindric, Elliott, defending race win-
ner AJ Allmendinger and Shane Van Gis-
bergen.

NHL scoreboard

Connor lifts Jets with OT power-play goal

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Associated Press Toronto 321 0 4 8 5
WINNIPEG, Manitoba — Kyle Connor Montreal 321 0 4 9 7
scored a power-play goal S1 seconds into over- Boston 321 0 41211
time and the Winnipeg Jets beat the Minnesota TampaBay 1 1 0 0 2 4 1
. s . . Detroit 211 0 2 6 6
Wild 2-1 on Sqnday for their third stralght' win. Ottawa 211 0 2 4 5
Mark Scheifele had a goal and an assist in Florida 312 0 2 9 12
his 800th NHL game and Connor Hellebuyck Buffalo 4 13 0 2 8 12
stopped 26 shots as the Jets won their second Metropolitan Division
straight in overtime. GP W L OTPts GF GA
Jake Middleton scored for Minnesota, and Newlersey 4 3 1 0 6 14 9
Filip Gustavsson finished with 33 saves. 2\1 Rat?gers g i (1) (1) : 1513 s’
Wild defenseman Zach Bogosian was called Pg"l;rge::;ia 511 o0 2 6 8
for _hqldir_lg Scheife}e’s stick yvith 6_ seqondg re- Pittsburgh 312 0 2 8 13
maining in regulation, sending Winnipeg into N.Y.lslanders 2 0 1 1 1 4 8
overtime with the man advantage. Washington 1 0 1 0 0 3 5
Carolina 1 01 0 0 1 4

Scheifele scored his 301st career goal and
extended his point streak to three games with
four goals and two assists.

Western Conference
Central Division

Stars 2, Kraken 0: Sam Steel and Wyatt GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Johnston scored 14 seconds apart late in the Dallas 330 0 6 9 3
first period, Casey DeSmith made 2S5 saves for Winnipeg 330 0 6 10 2
his 11th career shutout in his debut with his gttaLh . g ; 2 8 i if i;

e ege . Louis
new team and Dallas beat V1§1t1ng Segttle. Minmesota 3 10 2 4 8 o

It was the second shutout in two nights for Chicago 311 1 3 8 9
the Stars as No. 1 goalie Jake Oettinger Nashville 202 0 0 3 7
blanked the New York Islanders on Saturday Colorado 2 02 0 0 8 14
night. Pacific Division

Steel was alone at the back post to poke a GP W L OT Pts GF GA
cross-ice pass from Colin Blackwell behind Vegas 330 0 615 8
Philipp Grubauer with 3:43 remaining in the Eg;g:;éeles 3 i g ‘1) g 12 g
fi.rst. Johnston snapped a Wrister home stick Anaheim 511 o0 2 3 3
side at 13 seconds later following a drop pass Vancouver 2 0 0 2 2 7 9
from Jamie Benn. Seattle 312 0 2 7 9

Grubauer finished with 21 saves. San Jose 201 1 1 4 7

Edmonton 3 0 3 0 0 3 15

Flames 4, Oilers 1: Rasmus Andersson had
a goal and two assists, and visiting Calgary
beat winless Edmonton to remain undefeated.

Anthony Mantha, Justin Kirkland and Con-
nor Zary also scored for the Flames, who im-
proved to 3-0-0. Dan Vladar stopped 24 shots.

Jeff Skinner scored for the Oilers, who are
0-3-0 after beginning last season at 2-9-1 be-
fore rebounding to make it all the way to Game
7 of the Stanley Cup Final.

Edmonton has been outscored 15-3 in its
first three games, all at home.

Stuart Skinner had 25 saves for Edmonton.

Golden Knights 3, Ducks 1: Brett Howden,

Sunday’s games

Winnipeg 2, Minnesota 1, OT

Dallas 2, Seattle 0

Calgar 4 Edmonton 1

Vegas 3, Anaheim 1
Monday’s games

Florida at Boston

Los Angeles at Ottawa

Utah at New Jersey

Detroit at N.Y. Rangers

Pittsburgh at Montreal

N.Y.Islanders at Colorado
Tuesday’s games

Florida at Columbus
New Jersey at Carolina

FRED GREENSLADE, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

The Winnipeg Jets' Kyle Connor gets the puck past Minnesota Wild goaltender Filip
Gustavsson for the winning goal during overtime Sunday in Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Tomas Hertl and Pavel Dorofeyev each scored
a goal and host Vegas beat Anaheim.
Ilya Samsonov had 22 saves for Vegas.
Troy Terry scored the lone goal for the
Ducks and James Reimer made 29 saves.

Vegas improved to 3-0-0 in its first three
games for the fifth time since it joined the NHL
in 2017. The Knights also improved to 24-7-1
all-time against the Ducks, including a 14-3-0
mark in Vegas.

Vancouver at Tam a Bay
Vegas at Washin
Minnesota at St.
San Jose at Dallas
Seattle at Nashville
Chicago at Calg dy
Philadelphia at Edmonton

OUIS
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Hutchinson has surgery on leg fractures

BY SCHUYLER DixoN
Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas — Detroit
Lionsdefensive end Aidan Hutchin-
son had successful surgery torepair
a fractured tibia and fibula that he
sustained against the Dallas Cow-
boys, the team announced Monday
while saying there’s no timeline for
his return to play.

The Lions’ star pass rusher was
carted off the field Sunday in the
third quarter of Detroit’s 47-9 win
over Dallas.

Hutchinson had the surgery at
Baylor White Medical Center in the
Dallas area. He was set to return to
Detroit this week and expected to
make a full recovery.

“It’s really tough and he’s a guy
who’s part of the heartbeat of this
team,” Lions quarterback Jared
Goffsaid after the game. “He will be
fine, you know, he’s going to come
back eventually whenever that may
be but knowing him he will be fine
and he will bounce back.”

Hutchinson’s leg appeared to
snap above the ankle when it collid-
edwiththeleftlegofteammate Alim
MCcNEeill as Hutchinson was pulling
Dallas QB Dak Prescott down for a
sack.

“I haven’t seen it myself so I
couldn’t really tell,” McNeill said. “I

didn’t know if it was him or not, but I
did feel somebody like leg-whip me,
and then I see Hutch down. That’s
wild to see. I hate that for him.”

The Lions were leading 34-6 atthe
time of the injury to Hutchinson,
who entered the game as the NFL
leader in sacks with 6Y2.

There was adelay of about 10 min-
utes as medical personnel tended to
Hutchinson while players fromboth
teams made a large circle around
the second overall pick in the 2022
draft.

After Hutchinson was loaded on-
to a cart with a cast on his leg, team-
mates and Dallas players reached
overtopatthe 24-year-old. Hutchin-
son had the third Detroit sack of the
game.

“That’s hard for everybody when
you're standing there and that’s one
of yours and something like that
happens,” coach Dan Campbell
said. “If you dwell on that too much
and you start playing a little timid,
that’s when you get hurt. So guys
snapped right back in and they lived
in the moment where we’re on.”

Prescott, who landed on top of
Hutchinson’sleftleg after the injury
occurred, sustained a similar injury
to his right leg on the same field in
Week S in 2020, ending his season.

Dallas’ star quarterback was

Mv:--.?’:v

JErRoME MiRON/AP

Detroit Lions defensive end Aidan Hutchinson is tended to by team staff after suffering a leg injury in the
second half on Sunday against the Dallas Cowboys in Arlington, Texas. Hutchinson will be out indefinitely.

among the players who tried to offer

Hutchinson words of encourage-

ment as he was taken off the field.
“It’s just something that I felt in

the moment,” Prescott said. “I'll
probably gethisnumber from one of
the Michigan guys in the locker
room and reach out again. ... When

you’re in that, it’s blurry. So I don’t
even know if he heard them. Don’t
care if he heard them. I understand
where he was.”

Carter, Billups enter Hall with first 3-timer West

By BrR1AN MAHONEY
Associated Press

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. — The stage was
filled with Lakers greats when Jerry West
made history Sunday night by becoming
the first three-time inductee to the Nais-
mith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.

When one of them had his turn to speak,
he could barely get the words out trying to
say what West meant to him.

“He’s a friend and a mentor, and I owe
him more than he could ever understand,”
Michael Cooper said while choking back
tears.

No wonder Jonnie West said of his fa-
ther, who died in June at 86: “Jerry West
was beloved by pretty much everyone in
basketball.”

Cooper was enshrined as part of the 13-
member class led by Vince Carter and
Chauncey Billups. Carter is the only player
to appear in four decades and his 22 sea-
sons are an NBA record.

Even as he prepared to call it quits in
2020 at 43, Carter was having trouble using
the word “retire.” That changed, he said,
after a conversation with Kobe Bryant dur-
ing his final season in which Bryant as-
sured him that life after playing was won-
derful. Shortly after, Carter came to terms
saying he was retiring.

“Because Kobe Bryant allowed me to
see it was OK,” Carter said.

The class also included high-scoring
Phoenix star Walter Davis and former
Knicks champion Dick Barnett, with Sei-
mone Augustus and Michele Timms mak-
ing it from the WNBA. Doug Collins and

Jessica HiLL/AP

Vince Carter, left, talks about his mother during his enshrinement in the Basketball Hall
of Fame on Sunday. Carter is the only player to appear in four different decades.
Chauncey Billups, right, nicknamed “Mr. Big Shot,” was also inducted.

Pacers owner Herb Simon were inducted
as contributors, along with amateur-level
coaches Bo Ryan, Harley Redin and
Charles Smith.

This honor for West was for his work as a
contributor, largely recognizing the eight
championships he helped the Lakers win
as an executive.

“Contributor to the game of basketball,
that is you in every single sense and that
will live on forever,” Jonnie West said,
with Lakers Hall of Famers such as Magic
Johnson and James Worthy joining Coop-
er, with coach Pat Riley nearby.

West had already been inducted for his
playing career with the Lakers that began
in 1960, and then again in 2010 as a mem-
ber of the 1960 U.S. team that won an
Olympic gold medal at the very start of one

of basketball’s most unparalleled careers.

“The Logo. The icon of our game,” said
Cooper, who had Riley and Johnson back
on stage chanting “Cooop!” along with fans
when he returned for his own enshrine-
ment.

West loved to find players for the Lakers
and mentor them once they were there,
from a No. 60 pick and defensive specialist
out of New Mexico like Cooper, to a high
school teenager like Bryant.

Boosted by West’s acquisition of Bryant
and signing of Shaquille O’Neal in 1996, the
Lakers won three straight championships
from 2000-02. Billups led the Detroit Pis-
tons to an upset of the Lakers in the 2004
NBA Finals and was voted series MVP as
the point guard on a team that included
Ben Wallace, Rasheed Wallace, Richard

Hamilton and Tayshaun Prince.

“We affectionately called ourselves the
best five alive and nobody was going tell us
any different,” Billups said.

Billups had a rough start to his career,
lasting just half a season in Boston before
the Celtics traded the No. 3 pick in the 1997
draft. He didn’t last much longer in Toron-
to or Denver but eventually found his spot
in Detroit, where the No. 1 jersey of the
player nicknamed “Mr. Big Shot” hangs in
the rafters.

“I never thought I needed a second home
but in Detroit I have one,” Billups said.

Carter ended up with plenty in his ca-
reer, which he said included 261 team-
mates. It started as the high-flying phenom
in Toronto in 1999, where he joined his
cousin and now fellow Hall of Famer, Tra-
cy McGrady. It was only shortly before
that they learned they were related, and
Carter said when McGrady called to tell
him that news, he said: “Cuz, I’'m going to
make sure the Raptors draft you. I got
you.”

“Here we are today,” Carter added.

His dunks, whether in Slam Dunk con-
tests, Olympics or just regular-season
games, made Carter must-see TV early in
his career. He relished remaining a pro-
ductive player many teams and many
years later, when he was no longer quite
the high flyer.

He thanked the fans who watched him
for all the years, both the ones who cheered
and the ones who booed.

“Man, it’s been an honor to fly in arenas
for your entertainment,” Carter said.
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Hurts, Eagles hold off the Browns
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Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Perhaps
indignant that Eagles fans had
chanted for his firing, Nick Sir-
ianni could not button up his
mouth in the final seconds. Phila-
delphia’s coach — already a ha-
bitual trash-talking offender —
put a finger to his right ear and
chirped at fans in the first rows at
the Linc.

Yes, after the Eagles eked out a
four-point win against the dys-
functional Browns, Sirianni felt
the need to talk smack, providing
social media and tabloid fodder
about a coach whose job security
is up for daily debate and who —
even in victory — won’t win any
popularity contests in Philadel-
phia.

“Just excited to get the win,”
Sirianni said. “Appreciate the
Linc support.”

He had to appreciate the Ea-
gles’ offense a bit more.

Jalen Hurts threw for 264
yards and two touchdowns, in-
cluding a go-ahead 45-yard toss to
DeVonta Smith in the fourth
quarter, and Philadelphia beat
Cleveland 20-16 on Sunday.

Hurts also threw a 22-yard TD
to AJ. Brown, who returned
along with Smith after both wide
receivers missed time with inju-
ries. The Eagles can’t afford to
lose either for any more lengthy
stretches if they want to make a
deep postseason run.

Coming off a bye, the already
maddening Eagles (3-2) had to
tough one out against the Browns
(1-S) in front of a mostly listless
crowd. Before Smith’s TD, Eagles
fans only showed some fire when
they chanted for Sirianni to get
fired.

Colts 20, Titans 17: Joe Flacco
threw for 189 yards and two
touchdowns, leading visiting Indi-
anapolis to a win over Tennessee.

The veteran now is 1-1 in his
second straight start for the Colts
(3-3) who got a much-needed split
of back-to-back road games in-
side the AFC South with second-
year quarterback Anthony Ri-
chardson scratched again with an
injured right hip.

Packers 34, Cardinals 13: Ro-
meo Doubs returned from a one-
game suspension and caught two
of Jordan Love’s four touchdown
passes in host Green Bay’s victo-
ry over mistake-prone Arizona.

Doubs scored his first two
touchdowns of the season — a 10-
yard score to open the second
quarter and a 20-yard reception
in the third quarter. Doubs, who
caught three passes for 49 yards,
missed the Packers’ 24-19 win
over the Los Angeles Rams for
conduct detrimental to the team
after missing two practices.

Love also threw touchdown
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MarT SLocum / AP

Eagles wide receiver A.J. Brown, left, celebrates his touchdown with quarterback Jalen Hurts during the
first half against the Browns on Sunday. Brown returned from injury and had six catches for 116 yards.

passes of S yards to Jayden Reed
and 44 yards to Christian Watson
while going 22-for-32 — complet-
ing throws to nine players — for
258 yards with one interception.
His four touchdown passes
matched a career high.

Texans 41, Patriots 21: C.J.
Stroud threw three touchdown
passes and visiting Houston
spoiled the first start of rookie
quarterback Drake Maye, breez-
ing past New England.

Joe Mixon rushed for 102 yards
and caught a TD pass from
Stroud. Stefon Diggs had six
catches for 77 yards and a score
for the AFC South-leading Texans
(5-1), and Tank Dell had seven re-
ceptions for S7 yards and a TD.

The Patriots (1-S) got a boost
from Maye, the No. 3 overall pick
in the NFL Draft. Taking over for
veteran Jacoby Brissett, he fin-
ished 20-for-33 for 243 yards and
three touchdowns.

Buccaneers 51, Saints 27:
Baker Mayfield overcame three
turnovers with 325 yards and four
touchdowns passing, and visiting
Tampa Bay defeated New Or-
leans in what they hoped would
be a morale boost to their many
fans who endured Hurricane Mil-
ton earlier in the week.

The result blemished rookie
quarterback Spencer Rattler’s
first NFL start for New Orleans,
which has lost four straight after
opening the season with a pair of
lopsided victories.

Trailing by three after a wild,
high-scoring first half in which
Tampa Bay (4-2) lost an early

17-0 lead, the Bucs pulled ahead
for good on Godwin’s second
touchdown of the game — a SS-
yarder on a short catch and long
run during which three Saints
missed tackle attempts.

Chargers 23, Broncos 16: Jus-
tin Herbert directed a clock-
chewing, methodical Los Angeles
offense that capitalized on the de-
parture of star cornerback Pa-
trick Surtain II to beat host Den-
ver.

Chargers coach Jim Harbaugh
missed the start of the game while
being evaluated by medical per-
sonnel, but returned to the side-
line in the first quarter and
coached the remainder of the
game. He told a CBS sideline re-
porter he was dealing with a heart
arrythmia.

The Chargers (3-2) looked for
much of the afternoon as though
they’d hand the Broncos (3-3)
their first home shutout in their
65-year history. But after two
turnovers and five punts, Bo Nix
directed the Broncos on a 95-yard
scoring drive capped by his 2-
yard pass to fellow Oregon alum
Troy Franklin early in the fourth
quarter.

Steelers 32, Raiders 13: Na-
jee Harris finally found his form
after a slow start to the season,
rushing for 106 yards and a touch-
down to lift visiting Pittsburgh to
a victory over Las Vegas.

Harris exceeded 100 yards for
the first time since ending last
season with back-to-back such
performances. He rushed for
1,000 yards in each of his first

three seasons but entered this
game averaging 3.3 yards per car-
ry this year.

Quarterback Justin Fields add-
ed 59 yards on the ground and two
TDs, though he passed for just 145
yards.

Falcons 38, Panthers 20: Bi-
jan Robinson ran for 95 yards and
two touchdowns, Tyler Allgeier
added 105 yards rushing and a
score and visiting Atlanta defeat-
ed Carolina for its third win over
an NFC South foe in three weeks.

Kirk Cousins completed 19 of
30 passes for 225 yards and threw
a 3-yard touchdown pass to Drake
London.

Carolina’s Andy Dalton fin-
ished 26-for-38 for 221 yards with
two touchdown passes and two
fourth-quarter interceptions for
the Panthers (1-5), who have lost
three straight.

Bengals 17, Giants 7: Joe Bur-
row scored on a career-long 47-
yard run on the opening posses-
sion, and visiting Cincinnati’s de-
fense carried it to a much-needed
victory over New York.

Evan McPherson made a go-
ahead 37-yard field goal in the
third quarter. And Chase Brown
scored on a 30-yard run with 1:52
to play to give the Bengals (2-4)
some hope after a dismal start.

Rookie Tyrone Tracy ran for a
1-yard touchdown for the Giants
(2-4), who are winless at home in
three games and have scored one
touchdown. They failed to take
advantage of a Bengals defense
that came in ranked 3lst in the
league in scoring.

American Conference

East

W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 3 2 0 .600 142 106
Miami 2 3 0 .400 60 113
N.Y. Jets 2 3 0 .400 93 85
New England 1 5 0 .167 83 143

South

W L T Pct PF PA
Houston 5 1 0 .833 143 135
Indianapolis 3 3 0 .500 139 139
Tennessee 1 4 0 .200 96 110
Jacksonville 1 5 0 .167 113 178

North

W L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 4 2 0 .667 177 149
Pittsburgh 4 2 0 .667 124 86
Cincinnati 2 4 0 .333 157 152
Cleveland 1 5 0 .167 95 141

West

W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 5 0 01.000 118 85
L.A. Chargers 3 2 0 .600 91 66
Denver 3 3 0 .500 112 96
Las Vegas 2 4 0 .333 109 163

National Conference

East
W L T Pct PF PA
Washington 4 2 0 .667 178 145
Philadelphia 3 2 0 .600 106 112
Dallas 3 3 0 .500 126 168
N.Y. Giants 2 4 0 .333 96 121
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Atlanta 4 2 0 .667 149 135
Tampa Bay 4 2 0 .667 178 141
New Orleans 2 4 0 .333 167 147
Carolina 1 5 0 .167 103 203
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 5 0 01.000 139 76
Detroit 4 1 0 .800 151 91
Chicago 4 2 0 .667 148 101
Green Bay 4 2 0 .667 162 121
West
W L T Pct PF PA
SanFrancisco 3 3 0 .500 162 130
Seattle 3 3 0 .500 146 150
Arizona 2 4 0 .333 133 163
L.A. Rams 1 4 0 .200 94 139

Thursday’s game

San Francisco 36, Seattle 24
Sunday’s games

Chicago 35, Jacksonville 16
Baltimore 30, Washington 23
Green Bay 34, Arizona 13
Houston 41, New England 21
Indianapolis 20, Tennessee 17
Philadelphia 20, Cleveland 16
Tampa Bay 51, New Orleans 27
L.A. Chargers 23, Denver 16
Pittsburgh 32, Las Vegas 13
Atlanta 38, Carolina 20

Detroit 47, Dallas 9

Cincinnati 17, N.Y. Giants 7

Monday’s game

Buffalo at N.Y. Jets L
Open: Kansas City, Miami, L.A. Rams,
Minnesota
Thursday, Oct. 17

Denver at New Orleans
Sunday, Oct. 20

New England vs Jacksonville at London
Cincinnati at Cleveland
Detroit at Minnesota
Houston at Green Bay
Miami at Indianapolis
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants
Seattle at Atlanta
Tennessee at Buffalo
Carolina at Washington
Las Vegas at L.A. Rams
Kansas City at San Francisco
N.Y. Jets at Pittsburgh
Open: Chicago, Dallas
Monday, Oct. 21

Baltimore at Tampa Bay
L.A. Chargers at Arizona
Thursday, Oct. 24
Minnesota at L.A. Rams
Sunday, Oct. 27

Atlanta at Tampa Bay
Arizona at Miami
Baltimore at Cleveland
Chicago at Washington
Green Bay at Jacksonville
Indianapolis at Houston
N.Y Jets at New England
Tennessee at Detroit
New Orleans at L.A. Chargers
Buffalo at Seattle
Carolina at Denver
Kansas City at Las Vegas
Philadelphia at Cincinnati
Dallas at San Francsico
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Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels, left, talks with Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson
after their game Sunday in Baltimore. The Ravens won 30-23 in a marquee matchup of quarterbacks.

Jackson outduels Daniels
as Ravens top Commanders

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Lamar Jack-
son threw nine passes to Zay Flow-
ers in the first half and never went
to him again. Mark Andrews re-
bounded from a ball bouncing off
his hands for an interception to
catch his first touchdown pass of
the season. And Derrick Henry
was Derrick Henry.

The result was a dominant of-
fensive performance as Jackson
outshined rookie Jayden Daniels
in a showdown between two of the
NFL’s best quarterbacks with 323
yards passing and 40 more rush-
ing, and the Baltimore Ravens
beat the Washington Command-
ers 30-23 on Sunday for their
fourth consecutive victory.

“Just a pick-your-poison of-
fense,” Jackson said.

Henry ran for 132 yards and his
NFL-leading eighth and ninth
TDs, Flowers set a career high
with 132 yards receiving and Jack-
son moved into second on the ca-
reer rushing list among QBs. Bal-
timore (4-2) mixed and matched
the pass and run to near perfec-
tion.

“Guys are going to get their tou-
ches and get the ball and good
things will happen, and that’s
what happened today,” said An-
drews, who tied Todd Heap for the

most TD catches since the team
moved to Baltimore with the 41st
of his career. “We’re extremely
versatile in what we’re doing, and
we’re going to take this game, get
better from it week by week and
become the machine that we can
be.”

Daniels connected with Terry
McLaurin on two TD passes, but
did not get nearly enough help
from the backfield in a matchup of
the two top rushing offenses in the
league. With Brian Robinson Jr.
out because of a knee injury,
Washington (4-2) got just S2 yards
on the ground.

“B-Rob is a great player, but it’s
next man up,” Daniels said. “We
have to go out there and do our
job.”

The Commanders’ defense
struggled to contain Jackson and
Henry, allowing Baltimore to rack
up 484 yards, and their winning
streak ended at four with a loss at
the hands of an opponent that is
starting to look like the legitimate
Super Bowl contender it was ex-
pected to be.

“We got so many guys that can
make plays, a lot of guys are get-
ting the chances, getting the ball
and being able to showcase their
talents,” said Henry, who became
the first player to rush for a TD in
each of his first six games since

LaDainian Tomlinson in 2008S.
“That’s what you want as an of-
fense.”

The masterclass by the Ravens
included scoring drives of 93 and
94 yards, the second of which be-
came the difference in the game
when Henry scored from 7 yards
out late in the third quarter.

“Those two drives were much
needed,” Flowers said. “I feel like
we needed those drives to set the
tone that this offense is going to
keep going all game and we’re just
going to keep scoring, either run-
ning or passing.”

Struggles defending against the
pass continued, with Daniels go-
ing 24-for-35 for 269 yards, but
again Baltimore was able to out-
score its problems. Coach John
Harbaugh called it the ultimate
team win.

“All three phases contributed to
the win when they had to,” Har-
baugh said. “Guys answered to-
day in a lot of ways.”

Asked afterward if he thought
the game showed the Ravens have
the best offense in football, Jack-
son shrugged off that notion be-
cause there’s still a lot of season to
go.

“We’re just proving we can win
games,” said Jackson, who com-
pleted 20 of his 26 passes. “There’s
always room for improvement.”

Goff, Lions deliver
Cowboys another
lopsided home loss

By ScHUYLER DixoN
Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas — Jared
Goff’s completion streak ended on
his first throw.

Bythen, the Detroit Lionshad al-
ready started throwing shade
about the hotly disputed 2-point
conversion from their loss at the
Dallas Cowboys nine months ear-
lier.

Goff went on to throw for 315
yards and three touchdowns, Da-
vid Montgomery ran fortwo scores
and Detroitblew out Dallas47-9 on
Sunday, handing the Cowboys a
fourth consecutive lopsided loss at
home.

Still, it wasn’t much of a celebra-
tion for the Lions (4-1), who lost
pass rusher Aidan Hutchinson in
the third quarter to a serious left
tibiainjury that was to require sur-
gery before he could go home.

The injury happened when
Hutchinson was sacking Dak
Prescott and his leg appeared to
snap above the ankle when it col-
lided with the leg of teammate
Alim McNeill.

“He’s a guy who’s part of the
heartbeat of this team, he’s a lead-
er, does everything right,” Goff
said. “Andtohave himgodownlike
that, and be visibly upset is tough
for all of us. But knowing him, he
will be fine. He will bounce back.”

Prescott threw two intercep-
tions in the worst home loss since
1988 for the Cowboys (3-3), who
became the first team since atleast
2000 to trail by 14 or more more
points at halftime in four consecu-
tive games on their home field,
playoffs included.

Detroitled 27-6 atthe break, put-
ting the combined total of the Dal-
las halftime deficit at AT&T Stadi-
um at 110-35 going back to a wild-
card playoff loss to Green Bay in
January.

The current skid followed a 16-
game home winning streak that

DETROIT

16

was second-longest in franchise
history, and the 167 points allowed
by Dallas are the third most in a
four-game home stretch in NFL
history.

“I’m not a guy to hit the panic
button,” Prescott said. “You never
prepare for that or think that can
happen the way it did today, here at
home, again. Now dropping three
at home, a place that we’ve been
great.”

Goff set an NFL single-game
record by going 18-for-18 in the Li-
ons’ 42-29 victory over Seattle be-
fore their bye week. Goff’s overall
streak of 19 completions — six shy
oftheleaguerecord—ended when
he couldn’t connect with running
back Jahmyr Gibbs on Detroit’s
second offensive play.

On Detroit’s first play, coach
Dan Campbell threw some shade
at officials who penalized a poten-
tial winning 2-point pass in the Li-
ons’ 20-19 loss at the Cowboys last
December.

Dan Skipperreported as eligible
for a vanilla S-yard run by Mont-
gomery. He was the tackle officials
saidreported aseligible when Tay-
lor Decker caught the 2-point pass
from Goff nine months ago.

The Lions were certain Decker
had declared himself eligible, but
it didn’t matter. The loss cost the
Lions a shot at the top seed in the
NFC, and they lost the conference
championship game in San Fran-
cisco.

With the Lions leading 34-9 in
the third quarter, Decker was
again declared eligible on first
down from the 2. Goff threw to him
in the end zone, but Damone Clark
broke up the pass.

“Yeah, we were joking we might
throw twototwotackles,” Goffsaid
after the Lions scored at least 40
pointsin consecutive games forthe
first time since 1962. “Tried to fit
that into Decker, and couldn’t
make it work.”

LM Otero/AP

Detroit Lions quarterback Jared Goff celebrates a touchdown in front
of the Dallas Cowhoys’ Donovan Wilson in Arlington, Texas, on Sunday.
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Monken recalled. “This is how we
build our team here, and it’s how
college football teams over the
course of the history of college
football have built their teams:
recruit high school players, you
retain them in your program, you
develop them and hope you can
put a team together that can win.
That’s just how we’ve got to do it
here.”

It’s working.

Army is tied for the fewest turn-
overs in the 133-team Football
Bowl Subdivision with one, while
Navy has just two. They’re each in
the top 30 in total offense and top
10 on fourth-down conversions,
Army has the 10th-best defense
and Navy is tied for No. 1 in red
zone efficiency.

“We still have yet to play our
best game,” Army defensive line-
man and senior captain Cody Wi-
nokur said. “Not patting ourselves
on the back too much and saying,
‘Oh look at us, look what we’ve
done’ and more looking how we
can get better, how we can contin-
ue to strive and be a better team as
the season goes on and play our
best football the second half of the
year.”

Army is already bowl eligible
and Navy is just one win away
from being eligible, which is a ma-
jor turnaround from last season,
when they were 6-6 and S-7 and
had the 113th- and 125th-ranked
offenses, respectively.

While still using the triple-op-
tion offense that is largely a foot-
ball relic outside the academies,
Navy has thrown the ball 68 times
this season and embraced a style
Newberry said has opened the
eyes of many players who ordina-
rily would not have considered go-
ing there. That’s still the second-
fewest passing attempts in the
FBS, and Army has the fewest
with 46 to go along with the third-
highest time of possession.

“I guess some people may find

that unappealing or boring, but
what’s boring about winning?”
Monken said. “That’s what you’re
trying to do is win.”

Navy was picked to finish 11th in
the 14-team American Athletic
Conference and Army fifth.

“Our whole entire careers
we’ve been doubted,” senior full-
back and Navy captain Daba Fofa-
na said. “Coming to an academy,
we always have a chip on our
shoulder.”

Navy and Army broke into the
AP Top 25 this week, with Army
checking in at No. 23 after beating
UAB 44-10. Navy is No. 25 after a
week off.

There is a chance the two could
meet in the AAC title game in De-
cember, eight days before facing
offin the annual Army-Navy game
in Landover, Md. Propositioned
with that possibility, Monken
joked, “Does Navy even have a
football team this year?” before
saying, “We’re not athletic
enough, fast enough, big enough to
look ahead to anybody.”

His players have bought into
that mentality.

“We listen to Coach Monken all
the time and say, ‘Do your job and
follow the plan,’” senior receiver
Casey Reynolds said. “He said if
we do that, then everything we
want will be right in front of us.”

Navy could be 6-0 and ranked
when facing Notre Dame on Oct.
29 at MetLife Stadium in East
Rutherford, N.J., and Army could
be 9-0 going into its game against
the Fighting Irish on Nov. 23 at
Yankee Stadium in New York.
While Fofana acknowledged
players’ minds drift to the future,
he believes he and Ramos and the
rest of the leaders do a good job of
not getting ahead of themselves.

“There’s a thousand different
possibilities of how the season
ends,” Ramos said. “We’re not
worried about any of that. We’re
focused on the next game ahead of
us.”

Douc MuRRAY/AP

Army wide receiver Casey Reynolds (87), celebrating a touchdown
catch against Florida Atlantic, says the Black Knights listen to coach
Jeff Monken all the time and say, “Do your job and follow the plan.”
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Oregon tight end Terrance Ferguson, left, picks up yardage against Ohio State as safety Sonny Styles
chases during Saturday’s game in Eugene, Ore. The Ducks moved up to No. 2 in the latest AP Top 25.

Oregon, Penn State move
ehind No. 1 Texas in poll

By Eric OLsoN
Associated Press

Oregon and Penn State each
moved up a spot in The Associated
Press college football poll on Sun-
day following thrilling wins in
high-profile games, and Top 25
newcomers Navy and Army are in
the rankings together for the first
time since 1960.

Texas strengthened its hold on
No. 1 with its 31-point victory over
Oklahoma. The Longhorns re-
ceived S6 of 62 first-place votes,
four more than last week and their
most since they were a unanimous
No. 1 in October 2008.

This weekend wasn’t as crazy as
the week before, when four of the
top 11 teams were upset and only
two teams held their spots in the
ensuing rankings shuffle.

That’s not to say Week 7 was de-
void of excitement.

Oregon’s 32-31 home win over
Ohio State featured seven lead
changes and moved the Ducks to
No. 2 with the other six first-place
votes. It’s their highest ranking
since they ended the 2014 season
at No. 2 after losing to the Buck-
eyes in the inaugural College
Football Playoff championship
game.

Penn State rose to No. 3 with a
33-30 overtime win at Southern
California, the Nittany Lions’
highest ranking in seven years.

Penn State-USC was one of four
games involving AP Top 25 teams
that went to OT on Saturday, in-
cluding three in the top 10.

Ohio State dropped two spots to
No. 4 and Georgia remained No. S.

Miami, Alabama, LSU, Iowa State
and Clemson rounded out the top
10.

Army, which beat UAB 44-10,
and Navy, which was idle, broke
through for their first simultane-
ous rankings since Oct. 3, 1960.

Their coinciding appearance
that season lasted just one week.
Army was 3-0 and ranked No. 18
before dropping two straight
games and finishing 6-3-1. Navy
had entered the rankings a week
earlier, at No. 17, and ended the
season 9-2 and ranked No. 4.

Army (6-0) and Navy (5-0) have
not each been unbeaten at this
point in a season since 1945, weeks
after World War II ended and in
the era when service academies
were powerhouses of the sport.

Poll points

LSU and Mississippi were the
biggest movers in the wake of the
Tigers’ 29-26 overtime win. The
Tigers went from No. 13 to No. §,
their first top-10 appearance since
they were No. S in the 2023 presea-
son poll. Mississippi, which lost
for the second time in three
games, dropped from No. 9 all the
way to No. 18.

No. 9 Iowa State, 6-0 for the first
time since 1938, has its highest
ranking since September 2021.

Tennessee had been in the top
10 in four straight polls before slip-
ping to No. 11 following its 23-17
overtime win over Florida.

The Southeastern Conference
holds down eight spots in the AP
Top 25. The Big Ten continues to
have three teams in the top five —

Oregon, Penn State and Ohio State
— and six in the Top 25.

In-and-out

Army and Navy are the only
teams making their season debuts
in the poll.

Utah, which has lost two
straight, dropped out following its
27-19 loss at Arizona State.

Oklahoma, which had been No.
18 before its loss to Texas, is out of
the AP Top 25 for the first time
since the end of the 2022 season.

Ranked vs. ranked

B No. S Georgia at No. 1 Texas.
This will be the third top-five
matchup in four weeks following
Georgia-Alabama and Ohio State-
Oregon. The Bulldogs hope things
go better than they did against
‘Bama. It’s only the fifth Georgia-
Texas meeting since 1949 and first
since the Longhorns won 28-21 in
the 2019 Sugar Bowl.

H No. 7 Alabama at No. 11 Ten-
nessee. Some of the shine has
come off this matchup with Alaba-
ma’s loss to Vanderbilt and its
struggle against South Carolina
and Tennessee’s loss to Arkansas
and overtime grind against Flor-
ida.

B No. 24 Michigan at No. 22 I1li-
nois. This is the first time since
2001 that both are in the AP Top 25
entering their game. Some fans
might wonder why either team is
ranked this time. Two-loss Michi-
gan, coming off an open date, has
been dreadful on offense. The one-
loss Illini held off lowly Purdue
50-49 in overtime at home.
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MLB PLAYOFFS

Dodgers overwhelm Mets in NLCS opener

LA ties postseason record of 33
consecutive scoreless innings

By BETH HARRIS
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — After spending
the first seven years of his big league
career back East, Jack Flaherty
came home. He joined a winning
teaminthe Los Angeles Dodgers and
helped make a bit of playoff history.

Flaherty combined on a three-hit-
ter and Los Angeles Dodgers pitch-
ers tied the postseason record of 33
consecutive scoreless innings by
routing the New York Mets 9-0 Sun-
day night in the NL Championship
Series opener.

“I'saw some family out there when
I was warming up and I had gone to
games here with them before, so it
justkind of lets you relax alittle bit,”
he said. “Felt I tried to do too much
the last couple times out in some big
games. Just allowed me to be myself
andjustgooutand pitchand trustmy
stuff and trust the guys behind me.”

Los Angeles knocked out a wild
Kodai Senga in the second inning,
built a six-runlead by the fourth and
matched the scoreless record set by
Baltimore Orioles pitchers over the
first four games of the 1966 World
Series against the Dodgers.

Backed by chants of “MVP!
MVP!”, Shohei Ohtani was 2-for-4
with a walk while scoring two runs
and driving in another.

Mookie Betts added a three-run
double in the eighth in the largest
shutout victory margin in Dodgers
postseason history, also the Mets’
most one-sided postseason shutout
defeat.

“Our energy all started with
Jack,” Betts said. “Jack really gave

Scoreboard

Playoffs

x-if necessary
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
(Best-of-seven)
American League
Cleveland vs. New York

Monday: at New York

Tuesday: Cleveland (Bibee 12-8) at New
York (Cole 8-5), AFN-Sports, 1:30 a.m.
Wednesday CET, 8:30 a.m. Wednesday JKT

Thursday: New York (Schmidt 5-5) at
Cleveland (TBD), AFN-Sports, 11 p.m.
Thursday CET, 6 a.m. Friday JKT

Friday: New York (Gil 15-7) at Cleveland
(TBD)
x-Saturday: at Cleveland
x-Monday, Oct. 21: at New York
x-Tuesday, Oct. 22: at New York

National League
Los Angeles 1, New York 0

Sunday: Los Angeles 9, New York 0

Monday: at Los Angeles

Wednesday: at New York, AFN-Sports, 2
a.m. Thursday CET, 9 a.m. Thursday JKT

Thursday: at New York, AFN-Sports, 2:30
a.m. Friday CET, 9:30 a.m. Friday JKT,
joined in progress

x-Friday: at New York

x-Sunday, Oct. 20: at Los Angeles

x-Monday, Oct. 21: at Los Angeles

ittoustoday.”

Flaherty allowed two hits over
seven innings in the Dodgers’ first
scoreless postseason start of seven-
plus innings since Clayton Ker-
shaw’s eight innings in the 2020 NL
Wild Card Series.

“It was just a pitching clinic,”
Dodgers manager Dave Roberts
said. “I thought he did a great job of
filling up the strike zone with his
complete mix. Once we caught a
lead, he did a great job of just going
after those guys and attacking. For
us to get seven innings in a long se-
ries was huge.”

Flaherty left to a standing ovation
from the selloutcrowd of 53,503. The
28-year-old right-hander from near-

GREGORY BuLL/AP

The Dodgers’ Shohei Ohtani scores on a single by Freddie Freeman past New York Mets catcher
Francisco Alvarez during the fourth inning of Game 1 of the NLCS on Sunday in Los Angeles.

by Burbank returned home from
Detroit at the July 30 trade deadline
andhasbeenasteadying presencein
arotation hard-hit by injuries.

“He’s got an aura about him,”
Dodgers catcher Will Smith said.
“He’s super competitive, super fo-
cused.”

Flaherty got a hug from Roberts
and then the pitcher hugged his
mother who sat behind home plate.
Some of hisbuddies from their Little
League days in the San Fernando
Valley were on hand, too.

“This game is a lot of fun and I've
been lucky to doit since I was a little
kid,” Flaherty said. “As high pres-
sureastheyget, Ijusttellthe guysit’s
going tobe fun. We’ve got toremem-

ber that sometimes.”

Flaherty retired his first nine bat-
ters, extending the Dodgers’ streak
of consecutive hitters retired to 28,
before walking Francisco Lindor
leading off the fourth. New York’s
only hits off him were a pair of sin-
gles by Jesse Winker and Jose Igle-
sias in the fifth. Flaherty struck out
Six.

“He was getting ahead with his
fastball and then the slider, the
breakingball, the slow curve keptus
off-balance, but he was getting
ahead and making pitches,” rookie
Mets manager Carlos Mendoza
said. “He tried to make us chase,
which we did the first time through
the order. Then he was juston.”

Lindor was 0-for-3 with a walk
and a strikeout and Pete Alonso
went hitless in three at-bats with a
walk and a strikeout.

Los Angeles opened its pursuit of
a record 25th NL pennant by chas-
ing Senga after 1% innings of his just
third overall start in a year decimat-
ed by injuries. The Japanese right-
hander walked four of his first eight
batters, including threeinarowina
14-pitch span in the first inning.

“Hedidn’thaveit,” Mendozasaid.
“He didn’t have the life on his fast-
balland alotofballsout ofhand, non-
competitive pitches, especially the
split. You could tell that the way that
they were taking those pitches they
were balls out of the hand.”

Guardians ready for rowdy gauntlet of Yankee Stadium

By RoNaLD BLum
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Andrés Giménez
is ready for the rowdy gauntlet of
Yankee Stadium.

“It’s a mindset,” the Cleveland
second baseman said through a
translator ahead of Monday night’s
AL Championship Series opener.
“It’s just this sense of belief we can
do it because we know we can play
baseball the right way.”

In the ALCS for the first time
since 2016, Cleveland sent Alex
Cobb tothe mound against the Yan-
kees’ Carlos Rodoén in the start of
the best-of-seven matchup for a
World Series berth against the Los
Angeles Dodgers or New York
Mets.

Cleveland seeks its seventh AL
pennant and first since 2016, trying
to win its third World Series cham-
pionship after 1920 and 1948. The
Yankees are trying for their 41st
pennant and 28th title, a heady his-

GopoFReDO VASQUEZ/AP

Cleveland Guardians pitcher Tim Herrin throws during a workout
Sunday at Yankee Stadium in New York ahead of Game 1 of the ALCS.

tory that leaves any year without a
ring condemned as catastrophic.
“What makes the Yankees the
Yankees is winning and winning a
World Series,” said New York

shortstop Anthony Volpe, who
grew up a Yankees fan in Manhat-
tan and New Jersey. “I had a way
better view now than I did when I
was a fan. There was sometimes

where we were like basically sitting
with our backs against the upper
deck top row and it felt like the sta-
dium was going tocome down shak-
ing.”

AL Central champion Cleveland
beat Detroitin afive-game Division
Series and the AL East-winning
Yankees defeated Kansas City 3-1.
Whilethe Mets, Yankees and Dodg-
ers are 1-2-3 in payroll at $266 mil-
lion and up, the Guardians are 23rd
at $109 million.

“We’re confident in who we are,”
Guardians first-year manager Ste-
phen Vogt said. “All we can control
isus.”

Gerrit Cole, Clarke Schmidt and
Luis Gil will follow Rodén in the
Yankeesrotationand Tanner Bibee
will start Game 2 for the Guardians.

A chillin the air led some players
to wear ski caps for Sunday’s work-
out.

“I'm sure Yankee Stadium is go-
ing to be rocking (Monday) night,”

Yankees manager Aaron Boone
said. “Itlooks like cooler weather is
moving in for these first two games,
so it’s going to have that October
feel toit.”

Cleveland was hoping for a more
civil outcome this time around than
in some of their recent trips to the
Bronx. Fans in the right-field
bleachers pelted Guardians out-
fielders with bottles, cans and de-
bris moments after New York ral-
lied for a 5-4 win in April 2022, a
weekend in which Cleveland’s
Myles Straw called Yankees sup-
porters the “worst fan base on the
planet.”

Two years ago, the Guardians’
Josh Naylor angered Yankees fans
with his rock-the-baby celebration
ofahome runoff Colein Game4ofa
Division Series won by the Yankees
in five games.

“The reception a couple months
ago was pretty good, so I'm sure it
will be the same,” Vogt said.
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Series-opening blowout

dgers hammer Mets in first game
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ApAm HUNGER/AP

Army quarterback Bryson Daily dives into the end zone for a touchdown against Rice earlier this season in West Point, N.Y. The Black Knights are 6-0 and ranked No. 23 this week.

“

DanieL Kucin Jr./AP

Senor fullback Daba Fofana and the Midshipmen
are ranked No. 25. Fofana says academy players
“always have a chip on our shoulder.”

Ranked and relevant

Not since 1960 have Army, Navy been in Top 25 at same time

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press
ntil this year, Army and Navy
had not each started the col-
lege football season S5-0 in
nearly eight decades.

That was the fall of 1945, weeks after
World War II ended, back in the heyday
when service academies were power-
houses in the sport. Army, led by Heis-
man Trophy winner Felix “Doc” Blan-
chard, was declared the national cham-
pion that year by The Associated Press,
the second of back-to-back titles.

Now, the two programs are both
ranked in the AP Top 25 poll for the first
time since 1960.

The Black Knights (6-0, No. 23) at West
Point and Midshipmen (5-0, No. 25) in

Annapolis have put their teams back on
the map with these unbeaten starts
thanks to old-school approaches built
around fundamental play and eschewing
some of the game’s modern elements on
and off the field.

“You want to be relevant,” Navy coach
Brian Newberry said. “This is a humble
group. It’s a hungry group. It’s still a
group that has a chip on its shoulder,
which Ilove, but we want to be significant
in the landscape of college football here.”

Newberry and Jeff Monken at Army
have coached their programs back to
prominence as most others around the
NCAA rely on the transfer portal to up-
grade their rosters and can use name, im-
age and likeness money to attract talent.
Army, Navy and Air Force (1-S) are not

permitted to give out NIL funds, which in
addition to the military obligations of at-
tending makes recruiting even more
challenging.

“It’s different because these are guys
you’ve worked with, gone to class with,
have done all these military trainings
with,” said Navy linebacker Colin Ra-
mos, a senior captain. “There aren’t S0
new guys on the team each year.”

Monken, in his 11th season, said it is no
different now than when he took the job,
even though the business of college
sports has changed drastically around
him.

“We weren’t given NIL money then,
and there wasn’t any transfer portal,”

SEE RELEVANT ON PAGE 22

Ravens win QB duel, put away Commanders . ... 1/WARIRLIAIN]



