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Two U.S. service members and one Amer-

ican civilian have been killed and three other

service members wounded in an ambush on

Saturday by Islamic State in central Syria, U.S.

Central Command said. 

The attack was carried out by a lone gun-

man, who was engaged and killed, according

to CENTCOM.

Republican Sen. Joni Ernst of Iowa said the

soldiers were members of the Iowa National

Guard — where she, too, once served. “Our

Iowa National Guard family is hurting as we

mourn the loss of two of our own and pray for

the recovery of the three soldiers wounded,”

she said, according to The Associated Press.

CENTCOM said three service members

were also wounded in the ambush Saturday.

President Donald Trump said the three “seem

to be doing pretty well.”

The identities of the service members killed

will be withheld by the Department of Defense

for 24 hours. Pentagon spokesman Sean Par-

nell said via a post on X that the service mem-

bers killed were Army soldiers and the civilian

was an interpreter.

“The attack occurred as the soldiers were

conducting a key leader engagement,” Parnell

said.

In a post on Truth Social, Trump vowed that

“There will be very serious retaliation.”

“This was an ISIS attack against the U.S.,

and Syria, in a very dangerous part of Syria, 

TRENTON PALLONE/U.S. Army

A U.S. soldier alongside Syrian partner soldiers watches a U.S. Army squad conduct infantry maneuver training in Syria on April 24. An ambush
from a lone gunman killed two U.S. service members and one U.S. civilian in central Syria on Saturday.

3 killed in Syria ambush
Trump vows retaliation after 2 service members, 1 civilian attacked

BY LARA KORTE

Stars and Stripes 

SEE AMBUSH ON PAGE 6

SYDNEY — Two gunmen at-

tacked a Hanukkah celebration on

a Sydney beach Sunday, killing at

least 11 people in what Australian

Prime Minister Anthony Alba-

nese called an act of antisemitism

and terrorism.

The massacre at one of Austra-

lia’s most popular and iconic

beaches followed a wave of anti-

semitic attacks that have roiled

the country over the past year, al-

though the authorities didn’t sug-

gest those episodes and Sunday’s

shooting were connected. It is the

deadliest shooting for almost

three decades in a country with

strict gun control laws.

One gunman was fatally shot by

police and the second, who was ar-

rested, was in critical condition,

authorities said. Police said one of

the gunmen was known to the se-

curity services, but that there had

been no specific threat.

At least 29 people were con-

firmed wounded, including two

police officers, said Mal Lanyon,

the police commissioner for New

South Wales state, where Sydney

is located. 

Police said officers were exa-

mining a number of suspicious

items, including several impro-

vised explosive devices found in

one of the suspect’s cars.

Terrorists
hit Sydney
Hanukkah
celebration 

BY KRISTEN GELINEAU,
CHARLOTTE GRAHAM-MCLAY

AND ROD MCGUIRK

Associated Press 
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A Los Angeles jury awarded $40

million on Friday to two women who

claimed that talcum powder made

by Johnson & Johnson caused their

ovarian cancer.

The company said it would appeal

the jury’s verdict and compensatory

damages.

The verdict is the latest develop-

ment in a long-standing legal battle

over claims that talc in Johnson’s

Baby Powder and Shower to Show-

er body power was connected to

ovarian cancer and mesothelioma, a

cancer that strikes the lungs and

other organs. Johnson & Johnson

stopped selling powder made with

talc worldwide in 2023.

In October, another California ju-

ry ordered J&J to pay $966 million to

the family of a woman who died of

mesothelioma, claiming she devel-

oped the cancer because the baby

powder she used was contaminated

with the carcinogen asbestos.

In the latest case, the jury award-

ed $18 million to Monica Kent and

$22 million to Deborah Schultz and

her husband. “The only thing they

did was be loyal to Johnson & John-

son as a customer for only 50 years,”

said their attorney, Daniel Robin-

son.

Erik Haas, J&J’s worldwide vice

president of litigation, said in a state-

ment that the company had won “16

of the 17 ovarian cancer cases it pre-

viously tried” and expected to do so

again upon appealing Friday’s ver-

dict.

Johnson & Johnson replaced the

talc in its baby powder sold in most

of North America with cornstarch in

2020 after sales declined.

Jury awards $40M to cancer patients in talcum powder suit
Associated Press 
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Military rates

Euro costs (Dec. 15) 0.83
British pound (Dec. 15) $1.30
Japanese yen (Dec. 15) 152.00
South Korean won (Dec. 15) 1434.00

Commercial rates

Bahrain (Dinar) 0.3727
Britain (Pound) 1.337
Canada (Dollar) 1.3778
China (Yuan) 7.054
Denmark (Krone) 6.3613
Egypt (Pound) 47.2921
Euro 0.8513
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.7798
Hungary (Forint) 327.79
Israel (Shekel) 3.2218
Japan (Yen) 155.751
Kuwait (Dinar) 0.3062

Norway (Krone) 10.1343

Philippines (Peso) 59.08
Poland (Zloty) 3.5937
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7480
Singapore (Dollar) 1.2915
South Korea (Won) 1474.05

Switzerland (Franc) 0.7957
Thailand (Baht) 31.51
Turkey (NewLira) 42.6911

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country of issuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates are interbank rates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

INTEREST RATES

Prime rate 6.75
Interest Rates Discount rate 3.75
Federal funds market rate 3.62
3-month bill 3.62
30-year bond 4.85

EXCHANGE RATES
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Adm. Alvin Holsey, head of

U.S. Southern Command, retired

Friday with two years left in his

tenure.

“This is a graduation, not a re-

tirement. As somebody who’s

been there and done that before, I

can tell you life on the other side is

awesome,” Air Force Gen. Dan

Caine, the chairman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff, told the audience.

Caine presided over the

change-of-command ceremony at

the command’s headquarters in

Doral, Fla. Holsey formally hand-

ed over command to Air Force Lt.

Gen. Evan Pettus, who currently

serves as his military deputy com-

mander. Pettus will serve as act-

ing head of SOUTHCOM. Presi-

dent Donald Trump has yet to

nominate Holsey’s replacement.

The change comes amid rising

tensions with Venezuela from

seizing an oil tanker Wednesday

and more than 20 strikes on al-

leged drug smuggling boats.

Holsey announced his retire-

ment in October. In a closed-door

meeting with senior lawmakers

on Tuesday, Holsey insisted his

decision is personal and had noth-

ing to do with the operations in his

command, according to com-

ments by Rep. Mike Rogers, R-

Ala., the chairman of the House

Armed Services Committee, pub-

lished in Politico.

In his farewell remarks, Holsey

did not address operations or rea-

sons for his retirement. He did

urge his successor to uphold long-

standing partnerships in the re-

gion by standing firmly behind

the shared values of democracy

and support for the rule of law.

“I concluded my final com-

manders conference yesterday,

and I was clear with my team to

be a trusted partner. We must be

credible, present and engaged,”

Holsey said.

Reuters reported Holsey was

pushed out by Defense Secretary

Pete Hegseth after the secretary

had grown frustrated with

SOUTHCOM as he sought to flex

U.S. military operations and plan-

ning in the region.

Spokespeople for Hegseth pre-

viously have denied that there

was tension between Holsey and

Hegseth.

“We extend our deepest grati-

tude to Admiral Alvin Holsey for

his more than 37 years of distin-

guished service to our nation,”

Hegseth said in a post on X in Oc-

tober.

Hegseth on Friday traveled to

Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville,

Ala., for the relocation of U.S.

Space Command Headquarters

and a designation ceremony. 

Former Defense Secretary

Lloyd Austin presided over the

SOUTHCOM change-of-com-

mand in November 2024. 

Holsey is a native of Fort Val-

ley, Ga., and was commissioned

through the Naval Reserve Offi-

cers Training Corps program at

Morehouse College in 1988. Be-

fore leading U.S. forces in Latin

America, Holsey served as the

military deputy commander of

SOUTHCOM.

Caine pointed out that Holsey

comes from a family with a long

line of service. Holsey’s father

served in active duty during the

Korean War and six uncles also

served — three in the Navy and

three in the Army.

One of his two sons, Joshua, fol-

lowed his father into the Navy and

aviation. He is a lieutenant com-

mander and currently flying

Black Hawks off the USS Abra-

ham Lincoln in the Pacific Ocean.

In his office, he kept a letter

that had faded through the years

that marked the beginning of his

Navy career, according to a

SOUTHCOM press release. Hol-

sey was told as a college student

he could become a Naval officer

and a pilot.

“I had never flown or been in an

aircraft before, and someone told

me I could be a pilot, and I be-

lieved,” Holsey said.

Holsey recorded 4,000 hours of

flying, an amount the chairman

said he is “incredibly jealous of.”

Pettus earned his commission

from the Air Force Academy in

1994. Pettus is a command pilot

with more than 2,700 hours, ac-

cording to his service record. He

has flown combat missions in op-

erations Northern Watch, South-

ern Watch, Allied Force, Endur-

ing Freedom, Iraqi Freedom and

Inherent Resolve.

The U.S. military has steadily

amassed troops, naval and air as-

sets in the Caribbean Sea to strike

alleged drug traffickers.

Hegseth in October announced

the deployment of the Ford Carri-

er Strike Group. The USS Gerald

R. Ford, along with accompany-

ing ships USS Mahan, USS Bain-

bridge and USS Winston S. Chur-

chill arrived last month, concen-

trating nearly 20% of the Navy’s

deployed warships in the region. 

The strike group joined other

ships in the Caribbean, including

the Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready

Group and its embarked Marine

expeditionary unit. Also patroll-

ing the region are guided missile

cruisers USS Gettysburg and USS

Lake Erie.

The U.S. has conducted 22

strikes since Sept. 2 and killed at

least 87 people.

Shortly after taking office,

Trump designated several drug

cartels as terrorist organizations,

including Venezuela’s Tren de

Aragua. His administration has

asserted that the U.S. is in an

“armed conflict” with cartels and

will treat their members as “un-

lawful combatants.”

Hegseth has fired a number of

senior military officials since tak-

ing office in January. Some of the

firings include Air Force Gen.

Charles “CQ” Brown, the former

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff; Adm. Lisa Franchetti, the

chief of naval operations; and the

judge advocates general for the

Army, Navy and Air Force.

SOUTHCOM

leader retires

amid tensions
BY MATTHEW ADAMS

Stars and Stripes 

REBECCA BLACKWELL/AP 

Air Force Gen. Dan Caine, center, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, looks on as Navy Adm. Alvin
Holsey, right, shakes hands with Air Force Lt. Gen. Evan Pettus during Holsey’s relinquishment of
command and retirement ceremony, at U.S. Southern Command headquarters on Friday, in Doral, Fla.

A top House Republican plans

to summon the senior military

lawyer present during a contro-

versial U.S. strike that killed the

survivors of an initial attack on

their alleged drug smuggling boat

in the waters off Venezuela.

Rep. Mike D. Rogers, R-Ala.,

chairman of the House Armed

Services Committee, said in a

short interview at the Capitol that

he wants Adm. Frank M. Bradley,

the commander who oversaw the

Sept. 2 operation, to return to

Washington next week and pro-

vide a briefing for all committee

members.

“I want the lawyer there, too,”

Rogers said.

The request to hear from anoth-

er official involved in the oper-

ation suggests Rogers wants the

committee to have a firsthand pic-

ture of the legal considerations

that preceded Bradley’s order to

strike the boat again despite the

presence of survivors. The admi-

ral spent about eight hours on

Capitol Hill last week meeting

with select lawmakers, Rogers

among them. The Washington

Post on Thursday published a de-

tailed account of the revelations

that emerged from those classi-

fied discussions.

Earlier last week, Rogers had

signaled that he planned to end his

committee’s probe, one of two un-

derway in Congress, telling re-

porters he was satisfied with the

information he had been provid-

ed. He had previously expressed a

desire for Bradley to return to

Capitol Hill so more lawmakers

could hear directly from the admi-

ral and see video footage of the op-

eration.

A spokesperson for Rogers said

the committee was working to

schedule the next briefing.

A spokesperson for U.S. Special

Operations Command, where

Bradley is the top officer, could

not confirm whether there would

be another briefing or if a request

had been made for the military

lawyer to attend.

The Sept. 2 operation killed 11

people, including the two survi-

vors. After The Post reported late

last month that Bradley ordered

the follow-on attack, lawmakers

and legal experts have questioned

whether the law of armed conflict

had been violated by killing defen-

seless targets. The House and

Senate Armed Services commit-

tees quickly opened separate in-

quiries.

The military lawyer who ad-

vised Bradley during the oper-

ation, whom The Post is not identi-

fying because they serve in a se-

cretive unit, has emerged as a key

figure as members of Congress

seek to understand Bradley’s state

of mind at the time of the strike.

During such operations, military

lawyers are expected to advise

their commanders on the law of

armed conflict, particularly in

moments of uncertainty.

It is not clear what legal advice

Bradley was given before he de-

cided to strike the boat wreckage

again, though the admiral told

lawmakers he did consult with the

lawyer on whether the men qual-

ified as “shipwrecked,” or out of

the fight, making them unlawful

targets, The Post has reported.

Democrats and some Republi-

cans have demanded the public

release of a video documenting

the operation. Hegseth, who has

sought to distance himself from

the fallout, has not committed to

doing so.

Top military lawyer to be summoned in House’s boat strike inquiry
BY NOAH ROBERTSON

The Washington Post 
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CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —

U.S. Forces Japan has acknowl-

edged that military police on pa-

trol on an Okinawa street made a

“mistake” when they aggressively

detained a U.S. civilian last month

in an incident captured on video

that went viral.

Two videos posted online show

aU.S. military police officer lifting

and slamming Kareem El to the

pavement along Gate 2 Street in

Okinawa city early Nov. 22. The

incident ignited a social media

backlash.

“While the investigation is still

ongoing, it is clear that the deten-

tion of Mr. El was a mistake on the

part of the patrol, who approached

him solely because they believed

he was a U.S. servicemember,”

USFJ spokesman Col. John Se-

verns said Friday.

The Washington Post first re-

ported Severns’ statement on

Thursday in Washington, where

El is from. El has said he was on

Okinawa on a business trip.

USFJ commander Air Force Lt.

Gen. Stephen Jost halted unilater-

al patrols by the U.S. military on

Okinawa and ordered an investi-

gation into the incident, Severns

said Nov. 26. El is not connected to

the military and was detained by a

liberty patrol consisting only of

U.S. military police, Severns said.

U.S. military police continue

joint patrols in Okinawa city with

Okinawa Prefectural Police, most

recently on Dec. 6 on Gate 2

Street, a popular nightlife district

outside Kadena Air Base.

USFJ instituted the joint patrols

in April to enforce an order pro-

hibiting service members from

drinking alcohol off base between

1 a.m. and 5 a.m. The order

stemmed in part from a rash of

sexual assault allegations that

arose in December 2023 and have

so far yielded two convictions.

The U.S. military began its own

patrols in September in Okinawa

city and in November in Chatan

town and Naha city, Okinawa’s

capital.

El, 32 and a former Marine cap-

tain, told Stars and Stripes in an in-

terview Nov. 28 that he was de-

tained without provocation in

front of Star Bar around 2 a.m. on

Nov. 22.

Civil rights attorney Lee Mer-

ritt, who is representing El, in a

statement Nov. 29 said he suffered

a head injury, wrist lacerations,

cuts and abrasions and “signifi-

cant psychological trauma.”

In a Dec. 4 video call with Mer-

ritt and Stars and Stripes, El said

he was dropped from three feet

onto concrete, injuring his face

and the left side of his body. He

said the slam injured his knees,

and his wrists were lacerated

from being handcuffed.

Merritt said his office has

opened its own investigation and

is exploring possible civil claims

against the individual police offi-

cers involved in the incident and

the U.S. military. 

Merritt said he has spoken to

U.S. and Japanese citizens who

claim to “have suffered similar in-

juries or harassment.” He did not

say how many he interviewed.

USFJ: ‘Mistake’

made in arrest

of US civilian
Video captured American detained 
by military police on Okinawa streets

BY BRIAN MCELHINEY

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA, Japan — Japa-

nese police on Tuesday forwarded

to prosecutors their case against a

U.S. sailor involved in a deadly

motorcycle collision earlier this

year. 

Police allege the sailor was driv-

ing negligently April 27 when he

made a right turn in Yokosuka’s

Heisei neighborhood and collided

with a Japanese motorcyclist,

Shinji Takahashi, 47, in the inter-

section.

Takahashi was pronounced

dead less than an hour later at a

nearby hospital. 

Police on Tuesday recommend-

ed that prosecutors charge the

sailor, who is stationed at Yokosu-

ka Naval Base, a Yokosuka city po-

lice spokesman said Friday. 

Prosecutors, not police, decide

formal charges under Japan’s

criminal justice system.

Stars and Stripes is withholding

the service member’s identity un-

til formal charges are filed.

If convicted, he could face up to

seven years imprisonment and a

maximum fine of about $6,000, ac-

cording to the Japan Legal Sup-

port Center website.

Takahashi’s family filed a civil

lawsuit against the sailor earlier

this month seeking roughly

$772,000, according to their attor-

ney, Masahiko Goto.

The lawsuit lists Takahashi’s

three sons, his mother, two broth-

ers and his partner as plaintiffs. 

Their suit alleges serious negli-

gence and seeks compensation for

the loss of a family member, ac-

cording to a copy of the filing pro-

vided by Goto.

The family filed suit ahead of

criminal charges to ensure their

suit could be served before he can

leave Japan, Goto said.

Goto also represents the family

of Tsubasa Ito, who died after a

2024 collision with another Yoko-

suka sailor, Petty Officer 2nd Class

Jaden Edwin Llanos. He was con-

victed in May of negligent driving

causing death and received a sus-

pended 1½-year sentence.

Llanos has since left Japan, pre-

venting a civil suit from moving

forward because the court cannot

serve him with the documents,

Goto said.

US sailor may face charges in fatal motorcycle crash in Japan
BY HANA KUSUMOTO

AND ALEX WILSON

Stars and Stripes 

The men and women that keep

Navy fighters, tiltrotors and hel-

icopters flying from the aircraft

carrier USS George Washington

returned home Thursday after six

months at sea.

The engine mechanics, ord-

nance technicians, clerks and oth-

er personnel of Carrier Air Wing

5 arrived in waves aboard several

aircraft at Marine Corps Air Sta-

tion Iwakuni, Japan, the wing’s

home base when not deployed.

The George Washington re-

turned the same day to its pier at

Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan,

nearly 450 miles to the northeast.

During its deployment the car-

rier and its escorts operated

throughout the Western Pacific,

worked alongside military forces

from Japan, Australia, South Ko-

rea and other countries, and

made port calls in the Philippines,

Guam and South Korea, accord-

ing to carrier strike group spokes-

man Lt. Cmdr. Spencer Marion.

Approximately 65 families,

friends and coworkers waited at a

hangar with homemade signs,

and tables laden with food — piz-

za, tacos and 7-Eleven snacks —

for the returning service mem-

bers.

The first contingent arrived

around 4 p.m., the last wasn’t ex-

pected for another four hours.

Many of the pilots and aircraft

from the wing’s flying squadrons,

ranging from F/A-18 Super Hor-

nets, F-35C Lightning IIs, Sea

Hawk helicopters and CMV-22B

Ospreys, had already returned to

the air base. 

PHOTOS BY JANIQUA ROBINSON/Stars and Stripes 

Lt. Cmdr. Frank “Philly” Goldstein, of Strike Fighter Squadron 102, has a quiet moment after his return
from a deployment with Carrier Air Wing 5.

USS George Washington air wing
unit back in Japan after sea tour 

BY JANIQUA ROBINSON

Stars and Stripes 

Service members from the Airborne Command and Control Squadron
wait with treats for members of their unit returning to Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, after a six-month deployment Thursday. 
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The Pentagon will boost housing

allowance rates for service mem-

bers by an average of 4.2% on Jan.

1, the Defense Department an-

nounced Thursday.

Troops can expect to see basic

allowance for housing increases in

the range of $93 to $212 per month

in 2026, depending on factors in-

cluding their pay grade, family size

and location, according to a Penta-

gon news release. The Defense De-

partment estimates it will pay

about $29.2 billion in BAH to about

1million service members in 2026.

“The Department collects rental

housing cost data annually for 299

military housing areas in the Unit-

ed States, including Alaska and

Hawaii. The basic allowance for

housing rate-setting process relies

on a wide variety of data sources to

obtain high-quality, accurate, cur-

rent-year housing cost data,” ac-

cording to the Pentagon announce-

ment. “… While average basic al-

lowance for housing rates in-

creased, various rental markets

may experience different market

trends, and the 2026 rates reflect

those geographic market condition

differences.”

The Pentagon pays BAH based

on six housing profiles for its ser-

vice members that range from a

one-bedroom apartment profile

for an E-4 — a specialist or corpo-

ral in the Army — up to a four-bed-

room, single-family home for an

O-5 — a lieutenant colonel in the

Army — or higher rank with de-

pendents. It sets BAH rates an-

nually based on a complex metho-

dology meant to estimate the local

median rental places in locations

near military installations.

The funds are meant to cover

about 95% of average housing ex-

penses — including utilities such

as electricity and water — for the

housing profile in each location, ac-

cording to the Defense Depart-

ment.

Actual out-of-pocket expenses

might be higher or lower than the

prescribed rate based on a service

member’s housing choice. Urban

regions usually offer higher BAH

rates than rural areas due to the

generally higher cost of housing.

Rental prices typically change be-

tween 2% and 5% from year to year,

according to the Defense Depart-

ment. Troops saw an about 5% av-

erage boost in BAH rates in 2025.

Service members who remain at

their current location are also pro-

tected from having their payments

decreased if BAH rates in their ar-

ea are reduced in 2026, the Penta-

gon said.

“No matter what happens to

housing costs — including the out-

of-pocket expense adjustment —

an individual service member who

maintains uninterrupted basic al-

lowance for housing eligibility at a

given location will not see a rate de-

crease,” according to the news re-

lease. “This ensures that service

members who have made long-

term commitments in the form of a

lease or contract are not penalized

if the area’s housing costs de-

crease.”

A watchdog report ordered by

the Defense Department this year

suggested that the Pentagon

should rework its BAH rate calcu-

lations to protect troops from rapid

housing market changes, such as

were seen during the 2020 and

2021 coronavirus pandemic, and to

better reflect the housing choices

service members have been mak-

ing. Troops in recent years have

typically chosen to rent or pur-

chase larger housing units than

their BAH profiles suggested they

live in, the RAND Corp. study

found.

That study found the Pentagon’s

BAH algorithm, unchanged since

1998, could not account for sudden,

large spikes in rental prices. Some

locations around military bases in

2020 and 2021 saw increases of

more than 10% in rental prices in

just a few months, RAND analysts

found.

It was not clear Thursday if the

department had taken RAND’s

suggestions since the report’s re-

lease in January. Pentagon offi-

cials did not immediately respond

to an inquiry about the study’s find-

ings.

The latest BAH rates “are part of

a robust military compensation

package,” according to the DOD

release.

Service members can calculate

their housing allowance by using

the Basic Allowance for Housing

calculator at: https://www.trav-

el.dod.mil/Allowances/Basic-Al-

lowance-for-Housing/BAH-Rate-

Lookup/

Troops to see housing allowance increase
BY COREY DICKSTEIN

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP SCHWAB, Okinawa —

The Marine Corps certified Okina-

wa’s first 12 attack drone operators

during a two-week competition

this month, creating the means to

make precision strikes while

keeping Marines out of harm’s

way. 

The competition began Dec. 1

and culminated Thursday with a

kinetic strike at Schwab’s Range

10, where Marines piloted and det-

onated two drones carrying C-4

explosives over a rusted-out tank

more than half a mile downrange. 

About 50 Marines and sailors,

including Lt. Gen. Roger Turner,

commander of the III Marine Ex-

peditionary Force, and Vice Adm.

Pat Hannifin, commander of U.S.

7th Fleet, witnessed the strike.

The exercise goal was to “de-

fend this piece of terrain from

some type of enemy that has some

type of armored vehicles,” Col.

Scott Cuomo, commander of the

Weapons Training Battalion in

Quantico, Va., told reporters be-

fore the strike.

The Marine Corps in March an-

nounced formation of the Attack

Drone Team in response to the

“rapid proliferation” of armed,

first-person view drone technolo-

gy in modern conflicts, especially

in Eastern Europe. The drones

have emerged as a critical weapon

on the battlefield in Ukraine.

Drones provide a way to keep

Marines safe while striking the

enemy, 3rd Marine Division

spokeswoman Lt. Col. Diann Ro-

senfeld told Stars and Stripes be-

fore the exercise.

“It just extends our reach into

the battlefield,” she said. “We have

the Marines operating here, and if

the target’s over there, let’s keep

our Marines safe in the defensive

position and launch a drone to

hopefully eliminate that target.”

The attack drone “100% sup-

ports the expeditionary advanced

base operations concept,” Cuomo

said. 

The concept is a key tenet of the

Corps’ Force Design reorganiza-

tion that calls for small, mobile

groups of Marines to disperse

within the range of enemy missiles

to seize and hold islands and sink

enemy vessels.

“The beauty of this thing … I can

put it in my backpack, I can go run

up the mountain if I need to, and if I

have to protect you, I can use this

capability,” he said.

The competition at Schwab is

the third since the team’s forma-

tion, Cuomo said. Three more are

planned around the world.

“Our relationship is critically

important with the Japanese

Ground Self-Defense,” he said.

“Certifying Marines to make sure

that we can train on all the installa-

tions here in Okinawa and do it

safely is critically important.”

The 12 certified Marines are

with units across the III Marine

Expeditionary Force. 

Additionally, five attack drone

instructors, two payload special-

ists and two payload specialist in-

structors were certified during the

event.

On Thursday, a team of about 10

Marines pulled pins to activate the

two explosive-laden drones, then

ran about 300 feet back, the “mini-

mum safe distance,” Cuomo said.

Drone operators at the control sta-

tion about 950 feet away then flew

the drones downrange and deto-

nated them over the tank.

The drones and their payloads

cost about $3,600 each, Cuomo

said. They have a range of about 12

miles.

“Normally with weapons that

shoot this far and that are this pre-

cise, they cost so much more mon-

ey,” he said.

Marines certify 12 attack drone
operators at 2-week competition

RYAN M. BREEDEN/Stars and Stripes 

Col. Scott Cuomo speaks about drone technology at Camp Schwab,
Okinawa, on Thursday. 

BY BRIAN MCELHINEY

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany

— German authorities have

launched a criminal investigation

into apparent laser beam attacks

earlier this month on pilots of Amer-

ican F-16s at Spangdahlem Air

Base. 

Three fighter pilots reported en-

countering what they described as a

blue laser beam while on approach

to Spangdahlem, the Trier criminal

investigation department said in a

statement Friday. The department

is part of the Rheinland-Pfalz police

agency.

Two of the incidents occurred on

Dec. 2, and another a week later, on

Dec. 9, while the aircraft were only a

few kilometersaway from the base,

the statement said.

In all three cases, which occurred

between 8 and 8:30 p.m., the pilots

landed safely, German authorities

said.

Laser attacks pose a high risk to

pilots, as they can cause temporary

blindness and disorientation as well

as eye injuries, according to Air

Force investigators.

The 52nd Fighter Wing at Spang-

dahlem is tracking the incidents in

the Trier police report, said Master

Sgt. Alex Riedel, the wing spokes-

man, on Friday.

“In all instances, the aircraft

landed safely,” Riedel said. “Our pi-

lots are well-trained for these sce-

narios and report the laser source’s

location to the U.S. law enforcement

and German police, with whom we

are fully cooperating. Further de-

tails are pending investigation.”

The source of the laser beams is

unknown, and anyone who wit-

nessed the incidents or has informa-

tion about them is asked to come for-

ward, Trier investigators said Fri-

day.

In 2023, the Air Force reported a

surge in incidents involving laser

pointers, describing the effect of a

laser beam on pilots as being like a

camera flash in a pitch-black car at

night, according to an Air Force

statement.

Even seemingly harmless

beams, such as those used for class-

room presentations or amusing a

house cat, can be dangerous to pi-

lots, it said.

The Air Force is upgrading eye-

wear for aircrews to provide com-

bined laser and ballistic protection

capability for the first time, accord-

ing to Air Force Life Cycle Manage-

ment Center. The initial plans

called for more than 42,000 devices

to be fielded to units by 2027.

Probe launched after 3 USAF F-16 pilots complain of laser incidents
BY JENNIFER H. SVAN

Stars and Stripes 
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that is not fully controlled by

them,” he said in the post.

He also included in the post

that Syrian President Ahmed al-

Sharaa was “devastated by what

happened.”

Secretary of Defense Pete Heg-

seth also posted on X to condemn

the attack.

The attack on U.S. troops in Sy-

ria is the first to inflict casualties

since the fall of President Bashar

Assad’s regime a year ago.

The attack occurred during a

joint field tour with Syrian forces

near Palmyra, according to a Sat-

urday report from SANA, the

state-owned news agency in Sy-

ria. 

U.S. helicopters intervened to

evacuate injured personnel to the

Al-Tanf base in the southeast part

of the country, near the border

with Iraq and Jordan, according

to SANA. 

An earlier report by the Bri-

tain-based Syrian Observatory

for Human Rights said the attack-

er was a member of the Syrian se-

curity force.

Syria’s Interior Ministry

spokesman Nour al-Din al-Baba

said the man had joined Syria’s

internal security forces as a base

security guard two months earlier

and was recently reassigned amid

suspicions that he might be affi-

liated with ISIS. 

Al-Baba said that Syria’s new

authorities had faced shortages in

security personnel and had to

recruit rapidly after the unex-

pected success of a rebel offen-

sive last year that intended to cap-

ture the northern city of Aleppo

but ended up overthrowing the

government of Assad.

Al-Baba added in an interview

with state TV that some 5,000

members have joined Internal Se-

curity forces in the desert and

they get evaluated on a weekly

basis. He added that three days

ago, an evaluation was made for

the attacker and it turned out that

he might have extreme ideology

and a decision was expected to be

issued regarding him on Sunday

but “the attack occurred on a Sat-

urday which is a day off for state

institutions.”

The U.S. maintains about 1,000

troops in Syria, primarily as part

of its anti-ISIS efforts. After the

fall of longtime dictator Assad

last year, the new government in

Damascus pledged to work with

the U.S.-led coalition to counter

ISIS in Syria. 

Ambush: Three killed
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The Associated Press contributed to this report.

MIDEAST

JERUSALEM — Hamas on Sun-

day confirmed the death of a top

commander in Gaza, a day after Is-

rael said it had killed Raed Saad in a

strike outside Gaza City.

The Hamas statement described

Saad as the commander of its mili-

tary manufacturing unit. Israel had

described him as an architect of the

Oct. 7, 2023, attack that sparked the

war in Gaza, and asserted that he

had been “engaged in rebuilding the

terrorist organization” in a violation

of the ceasefire that took effect two

months ago.

Israel said it killed Saad after an

explosive device detonated and

wounded two soldiers in the territo-

ry’s south.

Hamas also said it had named a

new commander but did not give de-

tails.

Saturday’s strike west of Gaza

City killed four people, according to

an Associated Press journalist who

saw their bodies arrive at Shifa Hos-

pital. Another three were wounded,

according to Al-Awda hospital. Ha-

mas in its initial statement de-

scribed the vehicle struck as a civil-

ian one.

Israel and Hamas have repeated-

ly accused each other of truce viola-

tions.

Israeli airstrikes and shootings in

Gaza have killed at least 391 Palesti-

nians since the ceasefire took hold,

according to Palestinian health offi-

cials. Israel has said recent strikes

are in retaliation for militant attacks

against its soldiers, and that troops

have fired on Palestinians who ap-

proached the “Yellow Line” be-

tween the Israeli-controlled majori-

ty of Gaza and the rest of the territo-

ry.

Israel has demanded that Palesti-

nian militants return the remains of

the final hostage, Ran Gvili, from

Gaza and called it a condition of

moving to the second and more com-

plicated phase of the ceasefire. That

lays out a vision for ending Hamas’

rule and seeing the rebuilding of a

demilitarized Gaza under interna-

tional supervision.

The initial Hamas-led 2023 attack

on southern Israel killed around

1,200 people and took 251 hostages.

Almost all hostages or their remains

have been returned in ceasefires or

other deals.

Israel’s two-year campaign in Ga-

za has killed more than 70,660 Pales-

tinians, roughly half of them women

and children, according to the terri-

tory’s Health Ministry, which does

not distinguish between militants

and civilians in its count. 

Hamas confirms death of a top commander in Gaza after Israeli strike
Associated Press

BEIRUT — The death of two

U.S. service members and one

American civilian in an attack in

Syria by an alleged member of the

Islamic State has drawn new atten-

tion to the presence of American

forces in the country.

Saturday’s attack was the first

with fatalities since the fall of Syr-

ian President Bashar Assad a year

ago.

The United States has had troops

on the ground in Syria for over a

decade, with a stated mission of

fighting ISIS. While not part of its

official mission, the U.S. presence

has also been seen as a means to

hinder the flow of Iranian and Iran-

backed fighters and weapons into

Syria from neighboring Iraq.

The number of U.S. troops in the

country has fluctuated and cur-

rently stands at around 900. They

are mainly posted in the Kurdish-

controlled northeast and at the al-

Tanf base in the southeastern des-

ert near the borders with Iraq and

Jordan.

In 2011, mass protests in Syria

against the Assad government

were met by a brutal crackdown

and spiraled into a civil war that

lasted nearly 14 years before he

was ousted in December 2024.

Wary of getting bogged down in

another costly and politically un-

popular war in the Middle East af-

ter its experience in Iraq and Af-

ghanistan, Washington sent sup-

port to rebel groups but at first

avoided direct military interven-

tion.

That changed after the rise of

ISIS, which carried out sporadic

attacks in the U.S. and Europe,

while in Iraq and Syria, it seized

territory that was at one point half

the size of the United Kingdom. In

the areas the group controlled, it

was notorious for its brutality

against religious minorities, as

well as Muslims whom it consi-

dered to be apostates.

In 2014, the administration of

then-President Barack Obama

launched an air campaign against

ISIS in Iraq and Syria. The follow-

ing year, the first U.S. ground

troops entered Syria, where they

partnered with the Kurdish-led

Syrian Democratic Forces in the

country’s northeast.

By 2019, ISIS had lost control of

all the territory it once held, but

sleeper cells have continued to

launch attacks. 

Before Assad’s ouster, Washing-

ton had no diplomatic relations

with Damascus and the U.S. mili-

tary did not work directly with the

Syrian army.

That has changed over the past

year. Ties have warmed between

the administrations of President

Donald Trump and Syrian interim

President Ahmad al-Sharaa, the

former leader of an Islamist insur-

gent group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham

that used to be listed by Washing-

ton as a terrorist organization.

In November, al-Sharaa became

the first Syrian president to visit

Washington since the country’s in-

dependence in 1946. During his

visit, Syria announced its entry in-

to the global coalition against the

Islamic State, joining 89 other

countries that have committed to

combating the group.

While the entry into the coalition

signals a move toward greater co-

ordination between the Syrian and

U.S. militaries, the Syrian security

forces have not officially joined

Operation Inherent Resolve, the

U.S.-led military mission against

ISIS in Iraq and Syria, which has

for years partnered with the Kur-

dish-led Syrian Democratic Forc-

es in northeast Syria.

BERNAT ARMANGUE/AP 

A U.S. military convoy drives along a road in northeastern Syria’s Hasakeh province in January.

What to know about US military’s
role in Syria after deadly ISIS attack

BY ABBY SEWELL

Associated Press 
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MILITARY

The Army sergeant accused of

opening fire on his fellow soldiers

at Fort Stewart, Ga., in August will

face a felony-level court-martial

on attempted murder, domestic

violence and aggravated assault

charges, the service announced

Friday.

The Army’s Office of Special

Trial Counsel referred Sgt. Quor-

nelius S. Radford’s charges to a

general court-martial on Friday,

Michelle McCas-

kill, a spokeswo-

man for the spe-

cial trial counsel,

said in a news re-

lease. Radford

faces two specifi-

cations of at-

tempted pre-

meditated mur-

der, four specifications of at-

tempted unpremeditated murder,

one specification of domestic vio-

lence, three specifications of ag-

gravated assault inflicting grie-

vous bodily harm and three speci-

fications of aggravated assault

with a dangerous weapon.

The court-martial will be at Fort

Stewart but has not yet been

scheduled, McCaskill said. Rad-

ford is currently being held in pre-

trial confinement at the Naval

Consolidated Brig Charleston on

Joint Base Charleston, S.C.

Radford, 28, is accused of shoot-

ing four other members of his unit

— the 703rd Brigade Support Bat-

talion of the 3rd Infantry Divi-

sion’s 2nd Armored Brigade Com-

bat Team — and a military veter-

an civilian on Aug. 6, inside the

unit’s headquarters building.

Army officials told reporters af-

ter the shooting that other soldiers

quickly responded to the attack,

tackling Radford and wrestling

away the personally owned pistol

he is accused of using in the as-

sault. Army Secretary Dan Dris-

coll awarded six soldiers the Meri-

torious Service Medal for their

life-saving actions during the at-

tack. The Meritorious Service

Medal recognizes outstanding

noncombat service and is equiva-

lent in rank to the Bronze Star

Medal. 

All of the victims survived.

One of the attack victims was

described as Radford’s “intimate

partner,” for which he was

charged with domestic violence.

Radford waived his right to an

Article 32 hearing, in which a neu-

tral Army lawyer would have exa-

mined evidence in the case to rec-

ommend if service officials should

pursue a felony-level trial,

McCaskill said. 

Once Radford’s case is assigned

to a military judge, the Army will

set dates for his arraignment, pre-

trial hearings and trial, McCaskill

said.

Radford could face life impris-

onment if convicted of the at-

tempted murder charges. 

Under the Uniform Code of Mil-

itary Justice, the military’s legal

system, attempted crimes can car-

ry the same amount of punish-

ment as crimes that were commit-

ted, apart from the death penalty.

Soldier charged in
Fort Stewart shooting
will face court-martial

BY COREY DICKSTEIN

Stars and Stripes 

Radford

WASHINGTON — The Air

Force pushed back the estimated

delivery date for the first of two

new Air Force One jets by anoth-

er year to mid-2028, giving Boe-

ing even less wiggle room to meet

President Donald Trump’s de-

mand to get the plane by the end

of his term.

The Air Force offered the lat-

est estimate in a statement that

said the timeline “is the result of

continuing discussions between

Boeing and the Air Force.” 

Boeing had earlier proposed

delivering the plane in 2027,

three years later than an original-

ly contracted date of December

2024.

The updated timeline likely

won’t please Trump, who in his

first term directed the Pentagon

to pay $3.9 billion for a pair of

Boeing 747-8s to serve as the

next generation of Air Force One. 

But the service and Boeing

have grappled with a string of

technical obstacles, including

flaws in the cockpit and passen-

ger windows, cracked fuselage

structures and excessive noise.

Separately, Boeing was award-

ed a $15 million modification to

its $4.3 billion fixed-price Air

Force One contract for an up-

graded communications system. 

The capability allows the presi-

dential jet “to keep pace with

mission requirements that have

evolved since the program base-

line was established,” the service

said.

US sets new Air Force One
delivery date for mid-2028

BY TONY CAPACCIO

Bloomberg News 
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PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Police

in Rhode Island said early Sun-

day that they had a person of in-

terest in custody after a shooting

that rocked the Brown University

campus during final exams, leav-

ing two people dead and nine oth-

ers wounded.

Col. Oscar Perez, the Providen-

ce police chief, said that the per-

son in custody was in their 20s

and that no one has been charged

yet. He declined to say whether

the detained person had any con-

nection to Brown. The person was

taken into custody at a Hampton

Inn hotel in Coventry, Rhode Is-

land, about 20 miles from Provi-

dence, where police officers and

FBI agents remained Sunday,

blocking off a hallway with crime

scene tape as they searched the

area.

The shooting occurred during

one of the busiest moments of the

academic calendar, as final ex-

ams were underway. Brown can-

celed all remaining classes, ex-

ams, papers and projects for the

semester and told students they

were free to leave campus, un-

derscoring the scale of the dis-

ruption and the gravity of the at-

tack.

The gunman opened fire inside

a classroom in the university’s

engineering building, firing more

than 40 rounds from a 9 mm

handgun, a law enforcement offi-

cial told The Associated Press.

Two handguns were recovered

when the person of interest was

taken into custody and authorities

also found two loaded 30-round

magazines, the official said. The

official was not authorized to dis-

cuss the investigation publicly

and spoke to AP on the condition

of anonymity.

“Everybody’s reeling, and we

have a lot of recovery ahead of

us,” Brown University President

Christina Paxson said at a news

conference. “Our community’s

strong and we’ll get through it,

but it’s devastating.”

As of Sunday morning, one stu-

dent had been released from the

hospital, said Paxson. Seven oth-

ers were in critical but stable con-

dition and one was in critical con-

dition.

Providence leaders warned

that residents will notice a heavi-

er police presence on Sunday.

Many local businesses an-

nounced they would remain

closed and expressed shock and

heartbreak as the community

continued to process the news of

the shooting.

Surveillance video released by

police showed a suspect, dressed

in black, calmly walking away

from the scene. 

Earlier, Paxson said she was

told 10 people who were shot

were students. Another person

was injured by fragments from

the shooting but it was not clear if

the victim was a student, she said.

The search for the shooter par-

alyzed the campus, the nearby

neighborhoods filled with stately

brick homes and the downtown in

Rhode Island’s capital city until a

shelter-in-place order was lifted

early Sunday. 

Investigators were not immedi-

ately sure how the shooter got in-

side the first-floor classroom.

Outer doors of the building were

unlocked but rooms being used

for final exams required badge

access, Providence Mayor Brett

Smiley said.

Person of interest held in campus shooting
Incident at Brown University
classroom killed 2, wounded 9

LILY SPEREDELOZZI, THE (ATTLEBORO, MASS.) SUN CHRONICLE/AP

SWAT team members gather inside Brown University’s Sciences Library after a shooting Saturday at the
Ivy League school in Providence, R.I. Police said Sunday that they had a person of interest in custody.

BY KIMBERLEE KRUESI

AND JENNIFER MCDERMOTT

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — For one Wiscon-

sin couple, the loss of government-

sponsored health subsidies next

year means choosing a lower-quali-

ty insurance plan with a higher de-

ductible. 

For a single mom in Nevada, the

spiking costs mean fewer Christmas

gifts this year. She is stretching her

budget already while she waits to

see if Congress will act.

Less than three weeks remain un-

til the expiration of COVID-era en-

hanced tax credits that have helped

millions of Americans pay their

monthly fees for Affordable Care

Act coverage for the past four years.

The Senate on Thursday rejected

two proposals to address the prob-

lem and an emerging health care

package from House Republicans

does not include an extension, all but

guaranteeing that many Americans

will see much higher insurance

costs in 2026.

Chad Bruns comes from a family

of savers. That came in handy when

the 58-year-old military veteran had

to leave his firefighting career early

because of arm and back injuries he

incurred on the job. 

He and his wife, Kelley, 60, both

retirees, cut their own firewood to

reduce their electricity costs in their

home in Sawyer County, Wis. They

rarely eat out and hardly ever buy

groceries unless they are on sale.

But to the extent that they have al-

ways been frugal, they will be forced

to be even more so now, Bruns said.

That is because their coverage un-

der the health law enacted under

former President Barack Obama is

getting more expensive -— and for

worse coverage.

This year, the Brunses were pay-

ing $2 per month for a top-tier gold-

level plan with less than a $4,000 de-

ductible. Their income was low

enough to help them qualify for a lot

of financial assistance. But in 2026,

that same plan is rising to an unat-

tainable $1,600 per month, forcing

them to downgrade to a bronze plan

with a $15,000 deductible.

Kelley Bruns said she is con-

cerned that if something happens to

their health in the next year, they

could go bankrupt. While their

monthly fees are low at about $25,

their new out-of-pocket maximum

at $21,000 amounts to nearly half

their joint income.

“We have to pray that we don’t

have to have surgery or don’t have to

have some medical procedure done

that we’re not aware of,” she said. “It

would be very devastating.”

If you ask Katelin Provost, the

American middle class has gone

from experiencing a squeeze to a

“full suffocation.”

The 37-year-old social worker in

Henderson, Nev., counts herself in

that category. As a single mom, she

already keeps a tight budget to cover

housing, groceries and day care for

her 4-year-old daughter.

Next year, that is going to be even

tougher. 

The monthly fee on her plan is go-

ing up from $85 to nearly $750. She

decided she is going to pay that high-

er cost for January and reevaluate

afterward, depending on whether

lawmakers extend the subsidies.

If Congress does not act, she will

drop herself off the health insurance

and keep it only for her daughter be-

cause she cannot afford the higher

fee for the two of them over the long

term.

The strain of one month alone is

enough to have an impact.

“I’m going to have to reprioritize

the next couple of months to reba-

lance that budget,” Provost said.

“Christmas will be much smaller.”

Affordable Care Act enrollees assert
expiring subsidies will hit them hard

Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — The

Trump administration must tempo-

rarily halt deploying the California

National Guard in Los Angeles, a

federal appeals panel ruled late Fri-

day, granting a partial victory to

Gov. Gavin Newsom in his effort to

regain state control of the troops.

Athree-judge panel of the 9th Cir-

cuit Court of Appeals in San Francis-

co upheld a lower judge’s order tem-

porarily barring the administration

from actively using the soldiers in

Los Angeles, but put on hold a key

portion of the same ruling that

would have required President Do-

nald Trump to cede control of the

California Guard altogether.

California Attorney General Rob

Bonta characterized the ruling as a

victory for the state, which has

fought to restore control of its Guard

since June, when Trump assumed

authority over the troops amid vio-

lent protests in LA over the federal

government’s aggressive tactics

during immigration arrests.

“For the first time in six months,

there will be no military deployed on

the streets of Los Angeles,” Bonta

said in a statement. “While this deci-

sion is not final, it is a gratifying and

hard-fought step in the right direc-

tion.”

The ruling grew out of months of

legal wrangling over control of the

guard. Newsom, who opposed the

initial federalization as well as its ex-

tension in August, sued in June to

stop Trump from federalizing the

state’s troops. The case, which is

mirrored in other states, has provid-

ed a roller-coaster of rulings and

counter-rulings, as lower court

judges have issued orders that are

then modified, overturned or

paused by appellate courts.

Last Monday, in response to argu-

ments by the state that there was no

longer any need for troops in LA and

that their deployment had been ex-

tended illegally, U.S. District Judge

Charles Breyer ordered Trump to

relinquish control of the Guard and

stop sending soldiers to Los An-

geles. The Trump administration

filed an emergency appeal on Fri-

day, arguing that Trump had the

right to retain control of the Guard

for as long as he deemed necessary.

In its order issued after hours on

Friday, the panel of the 9th Circuit

said that its decision had not been

made on the merits of the case, but

rather to preserve the status quo

while the appeal was considered.

Judges: Trump may no longer
deploy Calif. Guard in LA

BY SHARON BERNSTEIN

The Sacramento (Calif.) Bee 
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WASHINGTON — The Justice

Department asked an appeals

court Friday to block a contempt

investigation of the Trump admin-

istration for failing to turn around

planes carrying Venezuelan mi-

grants to El Salvador in March.

The department also is seeking

Chief Judge James Boasberg’s re-

moval from the case, accusing him

of a “radical, retaliatory, unconsti-

tutional campaign” against the

Trump administration.

It marks a dramatic escalation in

the Justice Department’s lengthy

feud with the judge appointed to

the bench by Democratic Presi-

dent Barack Obama, setting the

stage for a showdown over the jud-

iciary’s power to serve as a check

on an administration that has

pushed the boundaries of court or-

ders.

The department asked the U.S.

Court of Appeals for the District of

Columbia Circuit to rule on its re-

quests before Monday, when

Boasberg is scheduled to hear tes-

timony from a former government

attorney who filed a whistleblower

complaint.

Athree-judge panel from the ap-

peals court agreed to temporarily

suspend Boasberg’s contempt-re-

lated order. The panel, composed

of two judges nominated by Trump

and one nominated by Democratic

President Joe Biden, said its ad-

ministrative stay isn’t a ruling on

the merits of the government’s re-

quests. But it casts some doubt on

whether Monday’s hearing will

proceed as planned.

Department officials claim

Boasberg is biased and creating “a

circus that threatens the separa-

tion of powers and the attorney-cli-

ent privilege alike.” 

“The forthcoming hearing has

every appearance of an endless

fishing expedition aimed at an ev-

er-widening list of witnesses and

prolonged testimony. That specta-

cle is not a genuine effort to uncov-

er any relevant facts,” they wrote.

Boasberg has said that a recent

ruling by the appeals court gave

him the authority to proceed with

the contempt inquiry. The judge is

trying determine if there is suffi-

cient evidence to refer the matter

for prosecution.

Boasberg, who has been chief

judge of the district court in Wash-

ington, D.C., since March 2023, has

said the Trump administration

may have “acted in bad faith” by

trying to rush Venezuelan mi-

grants out of the country in de-

fiance of his order blocking their

deportations to El Salvador.

In an April 16 order, the judge

said he gave the administration

“ample opportunity to rectify or

explain their actions” but conclud-

ed that “none of their responses

has been satisfactory.”

“The Constitution does not toler-

ate willful disobedience of judicial

orders — especially by officials of a

coordinate branch who have

sworn an oath to uphold it,” Boasb-

erg wrote.

The Trump administration has

denied any violation, saying the

judge’s March 15 directive to re-

turn the planes was made verbally

in court but not included in his

written order.

Trump called for impeaching

Boasberg in March. In July, the

Justice Department filed a mis-

conduct complaint accusing

Boasberg of making improper

public comments about Trump

and his administration.

Appeals court
asked to block
contempt inquiry

BY MICHAEL KUNZELMAN

Associated Press 

Afederal judge on Friday barred

U.S. immigration authorities from

re-detaining Kilmar Abrego Gar-

cía, acting on fears raised by his

lawyers that officials intended to

take him into custody less than a

full day after he was ordered re-

leased.

U.S. Immigration and Customs

Enforcement had ordered Abrego

García to present himself to its of-

fice in Baltimore, leaving open the

possibility that agents could arrest

him after U.S. District Judge Paula

Xinis ruled Thursday that the

agency had been unlawfully de-

taining him for months.

But Abrego García walked out of

the mandatory check-in with ICE

freely and headed to join his family

in Maryland.

“Everyone is extremely, ex-

tremely happy about this,” said Si-

mon Sandoval-Moshenberg, one of

his lawyers. “Obviously everyone

knows that it’s not the end of the

story. That, as long as the govern-

ment keeps coming after him,

we’re going to keep having to de-

fend him.”

Abrego García, a 30-year-old

undocumented immigrant and

longtime Maryland resident, be-

came a flash point in the Trump ad-

ministration’s efforts to crack

down on illegal immigration when

he was illegally deported to his na-

tive El Salvador and then jailed in

that country’s notorious Terrorism

Confinement Center, or CECOT.

Government lawyers conceded

that Abrego García’s deportation

had been an “administrative er-

ror” but doubled down on its argu-

ment that he should be removed

and resisted court orders to have

him flown back. The White House

repeatedly called him a smuggler

and “a proven gang member.”

Though the Supreme Court af-

firmed a ruling by Xinis that the

Trump administration had illegal-

ly deported him and must facilitate

his return, Abrego García was only

brought back to the U.S. after the

Justice Department secured an in-

dictment charging him in a years-

old human smuggling case.

After a brief stint inside a Ten-

nessee jail on the still-pending hu-

man smuggling charges, he was

again taken into ICE custody fol-

lowing an August check-in at the

agency’s Baltimore office. The

agency repeatedly threatened

since then to deport him to a series

of countries in Africa, all while re-

sisting Abrego García’s suggestion

of Costa Rica, a Central American

nation that has said it would wel-

come him should the U.S. send him

there.

In her ruling Thursday, Xinis

said Justice Department lawyers

and ICE witnesses had “misled”

the court at a hearing last month

when they said Costa Rica had re-

neged on that offer. The judge, cit-

ing reporting by The Washington

Post and other media outlets, noted

that Costa Rica had “never wa-

vered” in its commitment to accept

Abrego García.

STEPHANIE SCARBROUGH/AP 

Kilmar Abrego Garcia waits to enter the building for a mandatory check at the Immigration and Customs
Enforcement office in Baltimore on Friday.

Judge bars ICE from rearresting
Kilmar Abrego García at check-in

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Democratic

lawmakers on Friday demanded

answers from President Donald

Trump’s administration on how it

plans to use a report the Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs is compil-

ing on noncitizens employed by or

affiliated with the agency.

More than 55 lawmakers signed

aletter accusing Homeland Secur-

ity Secretary Kristi Noem and Vet-

erans Affairs Secretary Doug Col-

lins of stoking fear among nonciti-

zens who are VA workers or have

other connections with the agency.

“For the past year, the Trump

Administration has shown a com-

plete disregard for individuals’ im-

migration statuses, including those

of veterans,” according to the let-

ter. 

Veterans represent a quarter of

the VA workforce, which numbers

about 440,000, according to VA fig-

ures.

The letter-writing campaign was

organized by members of the

House and Senate Veterans’ Af-

fairs committees. They are Rep.

Delia Ramirez, D-Ill.; Rep. Mark

Takano, D-Calif.; and Sen. Richard

Blumenthal, D-Conn. Takano and

Blumenthal are the top Democrats

on their respective committees.

“It is deplorable that this admin-

istration has brought veterans and

veteran care into its misguided

mass deportation and detention

scheme. Not only is VA targeting its

own employees, but it’s casting an

even wider net to include those ‘af-

filiated with VA,’ ” Takano said Fri-

day. 

The lawmakers were respon-

ding to a VA directive instructing

agency leaders to identify nonciti-

zens employed by or affiliated with

the agency for further investiga-

tion. Any adverse findings will be

sent to agencies that handle immi-

gration enforcement, the VA said.

The Democratic lawmakers said

in the letter Friday that the data col-

lection on noncitizens shows a lack

of understanding about how “for-

eign-born individuals are serving

our veterans.” 

Peter Kasperowicz, the VA press

secretary, said Friday the VA will

respond to the lawmakers directly.

“VA is required by federal law to

continuously vet all employees and

affiliates, such as unpaid research-

ers and others who may have ac-

cess to VA data or systems, to en-

sure they meet the federal govern-

ment’s trusted workforce stan-

dards,” Kasperowicz said. 

“As part of this continuous proc-

ess, VA on Nov. 25 directed under-

secretaries, assistant secretaries

and other key officials to provide a

report on all non-United States citi-

zens who are employed by or affi-

liated with VA. This will not affect

veterans seeking care or services at

VA, or the delivery of care and ser-

vices,” he said.

Lawmakers say VA employees targeted in ‘mass deportation scheme’
BY LINDA F. HERSEY

Stars and Stripes 
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MONROE, Wash. — A blast of

arctic air swept south from Cana-

da and spread into parts of the

northern U.S. on Saturday, while

residents of the Pacific Northwest

braced for possible mudslides and

levee failures from floodwaters

that are expected to be slow to re-

cede.

The catastrophic flooding

forced thousands of people to

evacuate, including Eddie Wicks

and his wife, who live amid sun-

flowers and Christmas trees on a

Washington state farm next to the

Snoqualmie River. As they moved

their two donkeys to higher

ground and their eight goats to

their outdoor kitchen, the water

began to rise much quicker than

anything they had experienced

before.

As the water engulfed their

home Thursday afternoon, depu-

ties from the King County Sher-

iff’s Office marine rescue dive

unit were able to rescue them and

their dog, taking them on a boat

the half-mile across their field,

which had been transformed into

a lake.

Another round of rain and wind

is in store for the region as early as

late Sunday, forecasters said.

“Bottom line at this point in time

is we’re not done despite the sun-

ny conditions that we have across

western Washington at this point,”

said Reid Wolcott, a meteorologist

with the National Weather Service

in Seattle.

“There is yet more still to come

in terms of in terms of wind, in

terms of rain, in terms in terms of

flooding,” he said. “And Washing-

tonians need to be prepared for

additional impacts, additional

flooding, tree damage, power out-

ages, etc.”

High winds expected at the end

of the weekend and into the first

part of week are a concern be-

cause the ground is extremely sat-

urated, putting trees at risk of top-

pling, he said.

In Snohomish County, Wash,,

north of Seattle, emergency offi-

cials on Saturday led federal, state

and local officials on a tour of the

devastation.

As the Pacific Northwest begins

to recover from the deluge, a sep-

arate weather system already

brought dangerous wind-chill val-

ues — the combination of cold air

temperatures and wind — to parts

of the Upper Midwest.

Shortly before noon Saturday, it

was minus 12 degrees in Grand

Forks, N.D., where the wind-chill

value meant that it felt like minus

33 degree, the National Weather

Service said.

For big cities like Minneapolis

and Chicago, the coldest temper-

atures were expected late Satur-

day night into Sunday morning. In

the Minneapolis area, low temper-

atures were expected to drop to

around minus 15 degrees, by early

Sunday morning. Lows in the Chi-

cago area are projected to be

around 1 degree by early Sunday,

the weather service said.

The Arctic air mass was expect-

ed to continue pushing south and

east over the weekend, expanding

into Southern states by Sunday.

The National Weather Service

on Saturday issued cold weather

advisories that stretched as far

south as the Alabama state capital

city of Montgomery, where tem-

peratures late Sunday night into

Monday morning were expected

to plummet to around 22 degrees.

To the east, lows in Savannah, Ga.,

were expected to drop to around

24 degrees during the same time

period.

Flooding continues in Pacific Northwest

LORA LEE WICKS/AP 

The view from a flooded home Thursday in Duvall, Wash.

BY MARTHA BELLISLE

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — House Dem-

ocrats released a selection of pho-

tos from the estate of Jeffrey Ep-

stein on Friday, including some of

Donald Trump, Bill Clinton and

the former Prince Andrew.

The dozens of photos initially re-

leased by Democratic lawmakers

on the House Oversight Commit-

tee were a small part of more than

95,000 they received from the es-

tate of Epstein. The photos re-

leased Friday were separate from

the case files that the Department

of Justice is now under compulsion

to release, but anticipation is grow-

ing as the Trump administration

faces a deadline next week to pro-

duce the Epstein files that have

been the source of conspiracy the-

ories and speculation for years.

The photos were released with-

out captions or context and includ-

ed a black-and-white image of

Trump alongside six women

whose faces were blacked out. 

The president said he hadn’t

seen the photos from Epstein’s es-

tate released Friday, but they were

“no big deal.”

Trump said Epstein was “all

over Palm Beach” and had “photos

with everybody.”

Rep. Robert Garcia, the top

Democrat on the House Oversight

Committee, did not say whether

any of the women in the photos was

a victim of abuse, but he added,

“Our commitment from day one

has been to redact any photo, any

information that could lead to any

sort of harm to any of the victims.”

White House spokesperson Abi-

gail Jackson accused Democrats

of “selectively releasing cherry-

picked photos with random redac-

tions to try and create a false narra-

tive” and called it part of a “Demo-

crat hoax against President

Trump.”

Many of the photos have already

circulated in the public. Demo-

crats pledged to continue to re-

lease photos in the days and weeks

ahead, as they look to pressure

Trump over his Republican ad-

ministration’s earlier refusal to re-

lease documents in the Epstein

probe. 

Dems release photos of Trump,
Clinton, Andrew from Epstein 

BY STEPHEN GROVES

Associated Press 

AP 

A photo from the estate of Jeffrey Epstein shows former President Bill
Clinton, Ghislaine Maxwell and Jeffrey Epstein, with Clinton’s
signature at the top. 

President Donald Trump was

sued on Friday by preservation-

ists asking a federal court to halt

his White House ballroom project

until it goes through multiple in-

dependent reviews and wins ap-

proval from Congress. 

The National Trust for Historic

Preservation, a privately funded

group, is asking the U.S. District

Court to block Trump’s White

House ballroom addition, which

already has involved razing the

East Wing, until it goes through

comprehensive design reviews,

environmental assessments, pub-

lic comments and congressional

debate and ratification. 

The project has prompted crit-

icism in the historic preservation

and architectural communities,

and among his political adversar-

ies, but the lawsuit is the most tan-

gible effort thus far to alter or stop

the president’s plans for an addi-

tion that itself would be nearly

twice the size of the White House

before the East Wing’s demolition.

“No president is legally allowed

to tear down portions of the White

House without any review what-

soever — not President Trump,

not President Biden, and not

anyone else,” the lawsuit states.

“And no president is legally al-

lowed to construct a ballroom on

public property without giving the

public the opportunity to weigh

in.”

Additionally, the Trust wants

the court to declare that Trump,

by fast-tracking the project, has

committed multiple violations of

the Administrative Procedures

Act and the National Environmen-

tal Policy Act, while also exceed-

ing his constitutional authority by

not consulting lawmakers. 

No more work should be done,

the Trust argues, until administra-

tion officials “complete the re-

quired reviews — reviews that

should have taken place before the

Defendants demolished the East

Wing, and before they began con-

struction of the Ballroom.”

Asked questions about the law-

suit, White House spokesman Da-

vid Ingle responded with a blanket

assertion that Trump is within his

“full legal authority to modernize,

renovate and beautify the White

House — just like all of his prede-

cessors did.”

Trump sued by group
seeking oversight for
ballroom construction

BY BILL BARROW

Associated Press 
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Disney is investing $1 billion in

OpenAI and will bring characters

such as Mickey Mouse, Cinderella

and Luke Skywalker to the AI

company’s Sora video generation

tool, in a licensing deal that the two

companies announced on Thurs-

day. 

At the same time, Disney went

after Google, demanding the tech

company stop exploiting its copy-

righted characters to train its AI

systems. 

The OpenAI agreement makes

the Walt Disney Co. the first major

content licensing partner for Sora,

which uses generative artificial in-

telligence to create short videos. 

Under the three-year licensing

deal, fans will be able to use Sora

to generate and share videos

based on more than 200 Disney,

Marvel, Pixar and Star Wars char-

acters. 

AI video generators like Sora

have wowed with their ability to

quickly create realistic clips based

merely on text prompts. But a

flood of such videos on social

media, including clips depicting

celebrities and deceased public

figures, has raised worries about

“AI slop” crowding out human-

created work alongside concerns

about misinformation, deepfakes

and copyright.

Disney and OpenAI said they

are committed to responsible use

of AI that protects the safety of us-

ers and the rights of creators.

“This agreement shows how AI

companies and creative leaders

can work together responsibly to

promote innovation that benefits

society, respect the importance of

creativity, and help works reach

vast new audiences,” OpenAI

CEO Sam Altman said. 

Disney CEO Robert Iger said

the deal will “extend the reach of

our storytelling through genera-

tive AI, while respecting and pro-

tecting creators and their works.” 

As part of the deal, some user-

generated Sora videos will be

made available on the Disney+

streaming service.

Disney will also become a “ma-

jor customer” of OpenAI and use

its technology to build new prod-

ucts, tools, and services. It will also

roll out ChatGPT for employees.

Children’s advocates, however,

criticized the move. Josh Golin,

executive director of Fairplay,

said Disney’s decision to partner

with OpenAI “is a betrayal of

countless children around the

world who adore Mickey Mouse,

Frozen, and Toy Story. OpenAI

claims children are prohibited

from using Sora, yet here they are

luring young kids to their platform

using some of their favorite char-

acters.” Disney, he added, is “aid-

ing and abetting OpenAI’s efforts

to addict young children to its un-

safe platform and products.”

Also Thursday, Disney sent

Google a cease and desist letter,

demanding that the tech company

stop using Disney content without

permission to feed and train its AI

models, including its Veo video

generator and Imagen and Nano

Banana image generators.

It has previously issued similar

cease and desist letters to Meta

and Character.AI and has filed liti-

gation with NBCUniversal and

Warner Bros. Discovery against

AI image generator Midjourney

and AI company Minimax.

Disney said Google hasn’t taken

any measures to mitigate the

problem even though it has been

raising the concerns for months.

“Google’s mass infringement of

Disney’s copyrighted works must

stop,” the letter said. 

Google did not respond immedi-

ately to a request for comment. 

Disney invests $1B
in OpenAI to bring
characters to tool

BY KELVIN CHAN

Associated Press 

MOUNTAIN VIEW, Calif. —

Robots have long been seen as a

bad bet for Silicon Valley inves-

tors — too complicated, capital-in-

tensive and “boring, honestly,”

says venture capitalist Modar

Alaoui. 

But the commercial boom in ar-

tificial intelligence has lit a spark

under long-simmering visions to

build humanoid robots that can

move their mechanical bodies like

humans and do things that people

do. 

Alaoui, founder of the Huma-

noids Summit, gathered more

than 2,000 people last week, in-

cluding top robotics engineers

from Disney, Google and dozens

of startups, to showcase their tech-

nology and debate what it will take

to accelerate a nascent industry. 

Alaoui says many researchers

now believe humanoids or some

other kind of physical embod-

iment of AI are “going to become

the norm.” 

“The question is really just how

long it will take,” he said.

Disney’s contribution to the

field, a walking robotic version of

“Frozen” character Olaf, will be

roaming on its own through Dis-

neyland theme parks in Hong

Kong and Paris early next year.

Entertaining and highly complex

robots that resemble a human —

or a snowman — are already here,

but the timeline for “general pur-

pose” robots that are a productive

member of a workplace or house-

hold is farther away. 

Even at a conference designed

to build enthusiasm for the tech-

nology, held at a Computer Histo-

ry Museum that’s a temple to Sil-

icon Valley’s previous break-

throughs, skepticism remained

high that truly humanlike robots

will take root anytime soon.

“The humanoid space has a ve-

ry, very big hill to climb,” said Co-

sima du Pasquier, founder and

CEO of Haptica Robotics, which

works to give robots a sense of

touch. “There’s a lot of research

that still needs to be solved.”

The Stanford University post-

doctoral researcher came to the

conference in Mountain View,

Calif., just a week after incorpo-

rating her startup. 

“The first customers are really

the people here,” she said.

Researchers at the consultancy

McKinsey & Co. have counted

about 50 companies around the

world that have raised at least

$100 million to develop huma-

noids, led by about 20 in China and

15 in North America.

One of the most prominent

skeptics is robotics pioneer Rod-

ney Brooks, a co-founder of

Roomba vacuum maker iRobot

who wrote in September that “to-

day’s humanoid robots will not

learn how to be dexterous despite

the hundreds of millions, or per-

haps many billions of dollars, be-

ing donated by VCs and major

tech companies to pay for their

training.” Brooks didn’t attend but

his essay was frequently men-

tioned.

GODOFREDO A. VÁSQUEZ/AP

Yuka Iwashita, right, interacts with a robotic hand at the Alt-Bionics table during the Humanoids Summit,
Thursday, in Mountain View, Calif. The commercial boom in artificial intelligence has lit a spark under
long-simmering visions to build humanoid robots that can move their mechanical bodies like humans. 

Humanoid robots are featured at
summit, but skepticism remains

BY MATT O’BRIEN

Associated Press 

Alison Murray and her col-

leagues were all set to dive in Ant-

arctica. They planned to build on

their earlier finding that sea squirts

— sponge-like invertebrates on the

seafloor — host a microbe that pro-

duces a molecule that could be used

to fight skin cancer.

Then Murray’s team got word

that the U.S. government was pull-

ing its only research ship out of Ant-

arctica.

The U.S. Antarctic Program has

had at least one dedicated research

vessel in the Southern Ocean for al-

most six decades — mapping cur-

rents, tracking melt under ice

shelves, studying marine food webs

and more.

But the National Science Founda-

tion said in its 2026 budget request

that it would be terminating the

lease of the Nathaniel B. Palmer ice-

breaker. The ship returned to Loui-

siana last month without a replace-

mentlined up.

Scientists who spoke to The

Washington Post said the loss of the

icebreaker hinders their work,

takes away important field opportu-

nities for young scientists and di-

minishes America’s leading pres-

ence on the continent.

The NSF said it would continue to

support all marine cruise projects,

like Murray’s, for the upcoming

field season, as well as the three U.S.

research stations in Antarctica.

“We remain committed to en-

abling world-leading scientific re-

search in Antarctica and are active-

ly reviewing potential vessels and

partnerships,” said NSF spokesper-

son Cassandra Eichner. But the

agency said development of a new

vessel had been paused, with fur-

ther assessment to come in Fiscal

Year 2026.

Scientists who spoke to The Post

estimated that a new vessel could

take years to build — even longer if

the work remains paused for an ex-

tended period. In the interim, while

in some cases it may be possible for

U.S. researchers to get spots on oth-

er boats, the overall number of re-

searchers able to explore the frozen

continent could be reduced.

“It’s not just that next year we’re

not going to have a ship. It’s what’s

going to happen if we don’t have a

ship for five years,” said Amy Lev-

enter, an Antarctic researcher at

Colgate University. “It’s heart-

breaking.”

Last year, the NSF retired its oth-

er Antarctic research vessel, the

Laurence M. Gould,citing a limited

budget and rising costs.

The Palmer was also nearing the

end of its lifespan, but the goal was to

keep it operating until a new vessel

could be built to replace it.

Scientists decry US in pulling out last Antarctica research ship
BY KASHA PATEL

The Washington Post 
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“This attack was designed to

target Sydney’s Jewish commun-

ity,” the state’s premier, Chris

Minns, said. 

The violence erupted at the end

of a summer day when thousands

had flocked to Bondi Beach, in-

cluding hundreds gathered for the

Chanukah by the Sea event cele-

brating the start of the eight-day

Hanukkah festival.

Chabad, an Orthodox Jewish

movement that runs outreach

around the world and sponsors

public events during major Jew-

ish holidays, identified one of the

dead as Rabbi Eli Schlanger, as-

sistant rabbi at Chabad of Bondi

and an organizer of the event.

Israel’s Foreign Ministry con-

firmed the death of an Israeli citi-

zen, but gave no further details.

Police said emergency services

were called to Campbell Parade in

Bondi about 6:45 p.m. responding

to reports of shots being fired. 

Video filmed by onlookers

showed people in bathing suits

running from the water as shots

rang out. Separate footage showed

two men in black shirts firing with

long guns from a footbridge lead-

ing to the beach, as sirens wailed

and people cried out in the back-

ground.

One dramatic clip broadcast on

Australian television showed a

man appearing to tackle and dis-

arm one of the gunmen, before

pointing the man’s weapon at him,

then setting the gun on the ground. 

Minns called the man a “genu-

ine hero.”

Lachlan Moran, 32, from Mel-

bourne, told The Associated Press

he was waiting for his family near-

by when he heard shots. 

He dropped the beer he was

carrying for his brother and ran. 

“You heard a few pops, and I

freaked out and ran away. ... I

started sprinting. I just had that in-

tuition. I sprinted as quickly as I

could,” Moran said. He said he

heard shooting off and on for

about five minutes. 

“Everyone just dropped all

their possessions and everything

and were running and people

were crying and it was just horri-

ble,” Moran said. 

“It was the most perfect day and

then this happened,” said local

resident Catherine Merchant.

“Everyone was just running and

there were bullets and there were

so many of them and we were

really scared,” she told Australia’s

ABC News.

Albanese told reporters in the

Australian capital, Canberra, that

he was “devastated” by the mas-

sacre.

“This is a targeted attack on

Jewish Australians on the first day

of Hanukkah, which should be a

day of joy, a celebration of faith.

An act of evil, antisemitism, terro-

rism that has struck the heart of

our nation,” Albanese said.

“Amidst this vile act of violence

and hate will emerge a moment of

national unity where Australians

across the board will embrace

their fellow Australians of Jewish

faith,” he said.

World leaders expressed con-

dolences.

Indian Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi condemned the “ghastly

terrorist attack” and offered his

condolences to the families who

lost their loved ones.

British Prime Minister Keir

Starmer said he was being updat-

ed on the “appalling attack.” Po-

lice in London said they would

step up security at Jewish sites.

U.S. Secretary of State Marco

Rubio said in a post on X that “The

United States strongly condemns

the terrorist attack in Australia

targeting a Jewish celebration.

Antisemitism has no place in this

world.”

Australia, a country of 28 mil-

lion people, is home to about

117,000 Jews, according to official

figures. 

Antisemitic incidents, includ-

ing assaults, vandalism, threats

and intimidation, surged more

than threefold in the country dur-

ing the year after Hamas attacked

Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, and Israel

launched a war on Hamas in Gaza

in response, the government’s

Special Envoy to Combat Anti-

semitism Jillian Segal reported in

July. 

Throughout last summer, the

country was rocked by spate of

antisemitic attacks in Sydney and

Melbourne. Synagogues and cars

were torched, businesses and

homes painted with graffiti and

Jews attacked in those cities,

where 85% of the nation’s Jewish

population live. 

Albanese in August blamed

Iran for two of the attacks and cut

diplomatic ties to Tehran. The au-

thorities didn’t make such claims

about Sunday’s massacre. 

Israel urged Australia’s govern-

ment to address crimes targeting

Jews.

“The heart of the entire nation

of Israel misses a beat at this very

moment,” Israeli President Isaac

Herzog said. “We repeat our alerts

time and time again to the Austra-

lian government to seek action

and fight against the enormous

wave of antisemitism which is pla-

guing Australian society.”

Mass shootings in Australia are

extremely rare. 

A 1996 massacre in the Tasma-

nian town of Port Arthur, where a

lone gunman killed 35 people,

prompted the government to dras-

tically tighten gun laws and made

it much more difficult for Austra-

lians to acquire firearms.

Significant mass shootings this

century included two murder-sui-

cides with death tolls of five peo-

ple in 2014, and seven in 2018, in

which gunmen killed their own

families and themselves.

In 2022, six people were killed

in a shootout between police and

Christian extremists at a rural

property in Queensland state. 

Gunmen: Fatal attack follows rise in antisemitism in Australia

MARK BAKER/AP

Police cordon off an area at Bondi Beach after a reported shooting Sunday in Sydney.
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BERLIN — Ukrainian Presi-

dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy on

Sunday voiced readiness to drop

his country’s bid to join NATO in

exchange for Western security

guarantees but rejected the U.S.

push for ceding territory to Russia

as he held talks with U.S. envoys

on ending the war.

Zelenskyy sat down with U.S.

President Donald Trump’s special

envoy Steve Witkoff and Trump’s

son-in-law Jared Kushner. The

Ukrainian leader posted pictures

of the negotiating table with Ger-

man Chancellor Friedrich Merz

sitting next to him facing the U.S.

delegation.

Responding to journalists’ ques-

tions in audio clips on a WhatsApp

group chat before the talks, Zelen-

skyy said that since the U.S. and

some European nations had re-

jected Ukraine’s push to join NA-

TO, Kyiv expects the West to offer

a set of guarantees similar to those

offered to the alliance members.

“These security guarantees are

an opportunity to prevent another

wave of Russian aggression,” he

said. “And this is already a com-

promise on our part.”

Russian President Vladimir Pu-

tin has cast Ukraine’s bid to join

NATO as a major threat to Mos-

cow’s security and a reason for

launching the full-scale invasion

in February 2022. The Kremlin

has demanded tha Ukraine re-

nounce the bid for the alliance

membership as part of any pro-

spective peace settlement.

Zelenskyy emphasized that any

security assurances would need to

be legally binding and supported

by the U.S. Congress, adding that

he expected an update from his

team following a meeting between

Ukrainian and U.S. military offi-

cials in Stuttgart, Germany.

Washington has tried for

months to navigate the demands

of each side as Trump presses for

a swift end to Russia’s war and

grows increasingly exasperated

by delays. 

The search for possible compro-

mises has run into major obsta-

cles, including control of Uk-

raine’s eastern Donetsk region,

which is mostly occupied by Rus-

sian forces.

Putin wants Ukraine to with-

draw its forces from the part of the

Donetsk region still under its con-

trol among the key conditions for

peace, a demand rejected by Kyiv.

Zelenskyy said that the U.S. had

floated an idea for Ukraine to

withdraw from the Donetsk and

create a demilitarized free eco-

nomic zone there, a proposal he

rejected as unworkable.

“I do not consider this fair, be-

cause who will manage this eco-

nomic zone?” he said. “If we are

talking about some buffer zone

along the line of contact, if we are

talking about some economic zone

and we believe that only a police

mission should be there and

troops should withdraw, then the

question is very simple. If Ukrai-

nian troops withdraw 5-10 kilome-

ters, for example, then why do

Russian troops not withdraw

deeper into the occupied territo-

ries by the same distance?”

Zelenskyy described the issue

as “very sensitive” and insisted on

a freeze along the line of contact,

saying that “today a fair possible

option is we stand where we

stand.”

Putin’s foreign affairs adviser

Yuri Ushakov told the business

daily Kommersant that Russian

police and national guard would

stay in parts of the Donetsk region

even if they become a demilita-

rized zone under a prospective

peace plan.

Zelenskyy offers to drop NATO bid for security
BY STEFANIE DAZIO

AND CLAUDIA CIOBANU

Associated Press 
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KANTHARALAK, Thailand —

Thailand’s government said a

rocket attack from Cambodia on

Sunday killed a 63-year-old villag-

er, its first civilian death reported

as a direct result of combat over

the past week along the border of

the two Southeast Asian nations.

Both countries confirmed that

large-scale fighting, which was set

off by a skirmish on Dec. 7 that

wounded two Thai soldiers, con-

tinued Sunday.

The two sides are battling over

longstanding competing claims to

patches of frontier land, some of

which contain centuries-old tem-

ple ruins.

More than two dozen people on

both sides of the border have offi-

cially been reported killed in the

past week’s fighting, while more

than half a million have been dis-

placed.

Reporters from The Associated

Press arrived at the scene of Sun-

day’s rocket impact in Sisaket

province’s Kantharalak District

about 10 minutes after it hit. 

They witnessed the body of a

man totally wrapped in bandages

being put on a stretcher that was

taken to an ambulance.

A house a couple of hundred

yards away was in flames, with

village volunteers attempting to

put out the fire with buckets of wa-

ter. A piece of shrapnel believed to

be from the same rocket was em-

bedded nearby in the road.

The victim, identified as Don

Patchapan, was killed in the heart

of a residential area near a school,

according to a Thai army state-

ment. Thai government spokes-

person Siripong Angkasakulkiat

condemned Cambodia for delib-

erately firing into civilian areas,

saying that such an action was

“cruel and inhumane.”

Thailand earlier reported civil-

ian deaths during the renewed

conflict, but most of them already

had underlying health issues and

died during an evacuation.

Cambodia has deployed truck-

mounted BM-21 rocket launchers

with a range of 19-25 miles. 

Each can fire up to 40 rockets at

a time but cannot be precisely tar-

geted. 

They have landed largely in ar-

eas from where most people have

already been evacuated.

Thai authorities say Cambodia

has launched thousands of the

rockets on virtually a daily basis.

Thailand, meanwhile, has been

carrying out airstrikes with its

fighter planes, with Cambodia

saying the bombing continued on

Sunday. 

Both sides have employed

drones for surveillance and deli-

vering bombs.

Thailand: Cambodian rocket caused civilian death

SAKCHAI LALIT/AP 

A damaged house is seen after what Thai soldiers said was a
Cambodian artillery strike in the area in Sisaket province, on Sunday.
Both countries confirmed that large-scale fighting continued Sunday.

BY TIAN MACLEOD JI

AND JINTAMAS SAKSORNCHAI

Associated Press 

HONG KONG — Hong Kong’s

biggest pro-democracy party vot-

ed Sunday to dissolve after more

than 30 years of activism, marking

the end of an era of the Chinese

semiautonomous city’s once-di-

verse political landscape. 

Democratic Party chairperson

Lo Kin-hei said the political envi-

ronment was “one important

point” among the factors they con-

sidered, and about 97% of mem-

bers’ ballots were in support of its

liquidation. 

Party veterans had earlier said

some members were warned of

consequences if the party didn’t

shut down. 

Its demise reflects the dwin-

dling freedoms promised to the

former British colony when it re-

turned to China’s rule in 1997.

China imposed a national secur-

ity law in June 2020, following

massive anti-government protests

the year before, saying it was nec-

essary for the city’s stability. Un-

der the law, many leading activ-

ists, including the Democratic

Party’s former chairs Albert Ho

and Wu Chi-wai and other former

lawmakers, were arrested.

Jimmy Lai, founder of the pro-

democracy Apple Daily newspa-

per, was also charged under the

law. Lai will hear his verdict on

Monday. Apple Daily was one of

the vocal independent outlets shut

down over the past five years. 

Dozens of civil society groups

have also closed, including the

second-largest pro-democracy

party, Civic Party and a group that

organized annual vigils commem-

orating the 1989 Tiananmen

Square crackdown. 

In June, the League of Social

Democrats, which had remained

active in holding tiny street pro-

tests in recent years, announced

its closure, citing immense politi-

cal pressure.

The Democratic Party, founded

in 1994, was a moderate opposition

party that pushed for universal

suffrage in electing the city’s lead-

er for decades. Prominent party

members include Martin Lee,

nicknamed the city’s “father of de-

mocracy,” Ho, former leader of

the group that organized Tianan-

men vigils, and journalist-turned-

activist Emily Lau. 

It once held multiple legislative

seats and amassed dozens of di-

rectly elected district councillors

who helped residents with issues

in their households and municipal

matters. Some of its former mem-

bers joined the government as se-

nior officials. 

Its willingness to negotiate with

Beijing led to its proposal being in-

cluded in a 2010 political reform

package — a move that drew

harsh criticism from some mem-

bers and other democracy advo-

cates who wanted more sweeping

changes. 

Hong Kong’s pro-democracy party to disband after over 30 years 
Associated Press
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Woman gives birth in
Waymo self-driving taxi

CA SAN FRANCISCO —

Self-driving Waymo

taxis have gone viral for negative

reasons involving the death of a

beloved San Francisco bodega cat

and pulling an illegal U-turn in

front of police who were unable to

issue a ticket to a nonexistent driv-

er.

But the self-driving taxis are the

bearer of happier news after a San

Francisco woman gave birth in a

Waymo.

The mother was on her way to

the University of California, San

Francisco medical center when

she delivered inside the robotaxi,

said a Waymo spokesperson in a

statement. The company said its

rider support team detected “un-

usual activity” inside the vehicle

and called to check on the rider as

well as alert 911.

Waymo, which is owned by Al-

phabet, declined to elaborate on

how the vehicle knew something

was amiss.

The company has said it has

cameras and microphones inside

as well as outside the cars.

Waymo said the vehicle was

taken out of service for cleaning

after the ride. While still rare, this

was not the first baby delivered in

one of its taxis, the company said.

James Patterson gives
$500 to 600 booksellers

NY NEW YORK — Melan-

ie Moore, who runs the

Ohio-based Cincy Book Bus, is

one of hundreds of booksellers

who received a pleasant surprise

for the holidays: a check for $500

from author James Patterson. 

“I’ve never taken a salary. All

profits from the bookstore go to

buy books for kids in need,”

Moore said in a statement re-

leased through Patterson’s pub-

lisher, Little, Brown & Co., which

announced the bonuses. “This gift

from James Patterson will be my

very first paycheck!”

Over the past 20 years, Patter-

son has donated millions of dollars

to schools, libraries, literacy pro-

grams and others in the book com-

munity. For the past several

years, he has made a tradition out

of sending $500 checks to 600 in-

dependent booksellers who have

been recommended by peers or

patrons.

Student dies during
stabbing at high school

NC WINSTON-SALEM —

A stabbing at a central

North Carolina high school left

one student dead and another in-

jured, authorities said. 

Forsyth County Sheriff Bobby

Kimbrough said officers at North

Forsyth High School in Winston-

Salem sought assistance shortly

after 11 a.m. 

“We responded to an alterca-

tion between two students,” Kim-

brough said at a news conference,

adding that “there was a loss of

life.” 

Sheriff’s office spokesperson

Krista Karcher said the injured

person was treated at a hospital

and released. 

Ex-‘Real Housewives’ star
sent from jail to program

TX BRYAN — Jennifer

Shah, a former star on

“The Real Housewives of Salt

Lake City,” has been moved from

a federal prison into a community

confinement program after serv-

ing less than half of her sentence

for defrauding thousands of peo-

ple.

A Bureau of Prisons spokesper-

son confirmed that Shah was

transferred from the Federal Pris-

on Camp in Bryan, Texas, to the

program overseen by the Phoenix

Residential Residential Reentry

Management Office. The transfer

means that Shah is either being

held in home confinement or in a

halfway house. Her projected re-

lease date is Aug. 30, 2026.

Shah, 52, was sentenced in 2023

to 6½ years in prison for defraud-

ing people in a telemarketing

scam that stretched nearly a dec-

ade.

Judge won’t step aside in
ex-Trump attorney case

WI MADISON — A Wis-

consin judge refused to

step aside as requested by Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s former at-

torney, who faces felony forgery

charges related to the 2020 elec-

tion in the battleground state.

The judge also refused to cancel

a preliminary hearing for

Trump’s former attorney, who al-

so previously worked as a judge in

the same county where he is being

prosecuted, and two other former

Trump associates.

The three former Trump aides

face 11 felony charges each in re-

lation to their roles in the 2020

fake elector scheme. They are:

Jim Troupis, who was Trump’s at-

torney in Wisconsin in the 2020

election; Kenneth Chesebro, an

attorney who advised Trump’s

campaign; and Mike Roman,

Trump’s director of Election Day

operations in 2020.

Troupis, joined by the other two

defendants, argued that all of the

judges in Dane County were bi-

ased against him. Troupis was a

judge in the county for one year

from 2015 to 2016.

Judge: Continue hormone
therapy for trans inmates

GA ATLANTA — A feder-

al judge has perma-

nently ordered Georgia’s prison

system to keep providing some

kinds of gender-affirming care for

transgender prisoners, although

the state plans to appeal.

U.S. District Judge Victoria Ma-

rie Calvert ruled that a new state

law denying hormone therapy to

inmates violated their protection

against cruel and unusual punish-

ment under the Eighth Amend-

ment to the U.S. Constitution. 

She ordered the state to keep

providing hormones to inmates

who had been receiving therapy

and to allow others medically di-

agnosed as needing hormone

therapy to begin receiving treat-

ment.

“The court finds that there is no

genuine dispute of fact that gen-

der dysphoria is a serious medical

need,” Calvert wrote in her order.

“Plaintiffs, through their experts,

have presented evidence that a

blanket ban on hormone therapy

constitutes grossly inadequate

care for gender dysphoria and

risks imminent injury.”

Lumbee Tribe poised to
gain recognition in NDAA

DC WASHINGTON — Af-

ter decades of political

maneuvering through Congress

and government agencies, the

Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina

may finally achieve federal recog-

nition through the National De-

fense Authorization Act.

The Lumbee’s efforts to gain

federal recognition — which

would come with federal funding,

access to resources like the Indian

Health Service and the ability to

take land into trust — have been

controversial for many years both

in Indian Country and in Wash-

ington. But their cause has been

championed by President Donald

Trump, who promised on the cam-

paign trail last year to acknowl-

edge the Lumbee as a tribal na-

tion.

Inspector, assisted-living
owner cast blame for fire

MA FALL RIVER — A

safety inspection

company and the owner of a Mas-

sachusetts assisted-living facility

that was the site of a fire in July

that killed 10 people are blaming

each other for failing to address a

faulty sprinkler system.

Inspector Fire Systems Inc.

sued Gabriel House owner Dennis

Etzkorn, claiming it notified the

facility months before the fire

about recalled sprinklers that

needed to be replaced. 

Etzkorn filed a cross-claim al-

leging that Fire Systems Inc. had

failed for years to properly inspect

and test the sprinklers at Gabriel

House.

The fire in Fall River was the

state’s deadliest in more than four

decades. Documents obtained by

The Associated Press showed a

history of troubles at the facility,

including a period in which it was

barred from accepting new resi-

dents until it corrected problems

with resident mistreatment.

AMY HARRIS, INVISION/AP

Terry “Harmonica” Bean performs at EE Bass Cultural Arts Center in Greenville, Miss.

We all have the blues

From wire reports
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Scotty James met his billio-

naire-heiress wife shortly after a

chance encounter with her broth-

er in a bathroom. He lives in Mo-

naco and has spent his life jet-set-

ting across the world piling up

fame and fortune. 

Yet any inkling that everything

Australia’s best snowboarder tou-

ches turns to gold is dismissed

mere seconds into his new auto-

biographical documentary “Scot-

ty James: Pipe Dream.” 

There’s “an elephant in the

room,” James says — a still-mis-

sing Olympic gold medal — and if

he doesn’t get it this winter at the

games in Italy, well, life will still

be fine, but “is it ever going to hap-

pen? And I feel that pressure ev-

ery day.”

“Pipe Dream,” which comes out

Friday on Netflix, uses decades’

worth of home and handheld foot-

age to take us on the heartfelt road

James traveled to become one of

the best in his sport.

It’s also a fitting preview for the

upcoming Olympics, bringing the

once-every-four-years fans up to

date with where this sport has

been, where it’s going and where,

exactly, the 31-year-old James — a

seven-time Winter X Games

champ who has Olympic silver

and bronze — fits into all that. 

This documentary weaves two

tales. The first is about James —

his life and his career. The tears he

sheds while recounting the heart-

wrenching decision to leave Aus-

tralia at age 12 to go bigger in

America are real, James said in an

Associated Press interview, be-

cause not until making this movie

did he fully understand what a gut

punch that was to his family, too.

“I felt like when I got on the

plane, I was the only one that was

really upset and crying,” James

said. “When I now hear the story

from my family’s side, it was

really eye-opening and emotional

for me because it was the first time

I really heard how they felt about

it.”

Taken under wing by Austra-

lia’s first great snowboarder,

Olympic gold medalist Torah

Bright and her brother, Ben, Scot-

ty’s career turned out fine, as we

all know now. 

The twists and turns and inside

looks at what happened between

ages 12 and 31 are what form the

sports part of this story — namely,

how the sacrifices James has

made over the years have set him

up for his upcoming challenge. 

Whether or not he wins snow-

boarding gold next year in Italy,

James will leave a complex lega-

cy. 

Three-time Olympic champion

Shaun White gets most of the cred-

it for teaching all the shredder

dudes that it was OK to go out and

try to make a living doing this, but

James embraced that attitude,

too. 

In current-day men’s halfpipe

riding, a trick called the triple

cork — three head-over-heels

flips above the halfpipe that is the

most dangerous in a sport filled

with life-and-death decisions at

every turn — defines the contours

of the debate. 

White, reigning Olympic cham-

pion Ayumu Hirano of Japan and

a stable of Japanese riders prac-

ticed it for years, with Hirano fi-

nally using it in China in 2022 to

edge out James for the gold.

James didn’t ignore it, but then

again, he never set out to be the

sport’s highest flier. 

He does tricks going backward

and forward, while twisting clock-

wise and counterclockwise. They

don’t send him as high as some

riders but some of them are, by

most accounts, even trickier than

the triple cork. It’s a skill set two-

time Olympic champion Chloe

Kim sums up nicely in the doc. 

In other words, James is a tech-

nical master and appreciated by

insiders in a game that — fortu-

nately or not, depending on your

view — is usually won by those

who power their way to the biggest

jumps. 

By the end of the documentary,

James realizes that, too. 

His willingness to capture the

perspectives of White and Hirano

— his biggest rivals and, some

might say, tormentors — is a win-

dow into what makes this docu-

mentary something better than

just a treacly highlight reel of

James’ career. 

“I think it’s really important to

hear my side of the story because,

yes, it’s about me, but it’s not just

about me,” James said. “It’s about

everyone that’s been part of that

competitive journey.”

Heavy medals

AP

Australia’s Scotty James celebrates his men’s halfpipe silver medal during an ceremony Feb. 11, 2022, 
at the Winter Olympics in Zhangjiakou, China. James has yet to win a snowboarding gold medal.

Australian snowboarder Scotty James reveals
the price he’s paid and what’s still missing in
upcoming Netflix documentary ‘Pipe Dreams’

BY EDDIE PELLS

Associated Press 

“Black Box Diaries,” a documentary in

which Japanese journalist Shiori Ito inves-

tigates her own sexual assault case and the

barriers she faced in pursuing justice, has

been screened widely abroad since its 2024

festival debut and earned an Oscar nomina-

tion early this year. 

It finally premiered in Japan on Dec. 12, a

long-delayed domestic release that began

with a single-theater run.

In Japan, sexual assault victims are often

stigmatized and silenced. But the barrier to

the film’s release at home was largely the

result of a legal dispute over her use of some

interviews and footage of witnesses and in-

volved parties without their consent.

The 102-minute film was screened to a

full house at the T. Joy Prince Shinagawa, a

large cinema complex in downtown Tokyo. 

Ito expressed relief that she could finally

share her story with an audience in her

home country.

“Until last night, I was afraid if the film is

going to come out or not,” she said after the

screening. “The reason I made this film is

because I want to talk about this issue open-

ly in Japan. It’s been like

my little love letter to Ja-

pan, so I’m just so happy

that this day came final-

ly.” 

Ito, who went public

with what she says hap-

pened to her in 2015, has

become the face of Ja-

pan’s slow-moving #Me-

Too movement. She is the first Japanese di-

rector to be nominated for an Oscar in the

category of documentary feature film. The

film is based on a 2017 book she wrote,

“Black Box.” 

As an intern in 2015, Ito was seeking a po-

sition at private TBS Television and met one

of its senior journalists, Noriyuki Yamagu-

chi, who became her alleged assailant. She

has said in her book and film that she be-

came dizzy during a dinner they had togeth-

er and passed out in a restroom. She said

Yamaguchi took her to his hotel room and

raped her while she was incapacitated, and

continued the assault even when she woke

up in pain and told him to stop.

Ito filed a criminal complaint with police,

but it took weeks to persuade them to start

investigating. Prosecutors eventually

dropped the case, without telling her why.

In the film, a police investigator tells her a

planned arrest was halted by higher-ups.

Hotel security camera footage showed a

man recognizable as Yamaguchi pulling Ito

out of a taxi and dragging her into the hotel

as she struggled to walk — key evidence to

get a police investigation started, Ito said.

The film is an emotional chronicle of her

battle against the authorities and the larger

society. Not only was the alleged assailant’s

expected arrest dropped, but documents

she requested were blacked out, she said. 

“It really was a black box,” she said.

That led to suspicions by Ito and her sup-

porters that powerful people exerted influ-

ence. In 2017, Ito filed a complaint against

prosecutors, then filed a suit against Yama-

guchi seeking 11 million yen ($70,530) in

damages.

In 2022, the Supreme Court ruled that Ito

was forced to have non-consensual sex and

ordered Yamaguchi to pay her 3.3 million

yen ($21,290). Yamaguchi denied the alle-

gation, saying the sex was consensual. He

filed a counter suit demanding Ito pay him

13 million yen ($83,350) for allegedly da-

maging his reputation, but that case was

dismissed.

Ito said she wrote the book to shed light on

the taboo surrounding sexual assault, and

that her journalistic pursuit of evidence

helped her keep some distance from her

own trauma. She then made the film to tell a

more personal story. It was challenging but

the process helped her heal, she said.

Ito and distributor Toei Agency say they

hope a positive audience reception would

help the film to be shown at more theaters.

Oscar-nominated ‘Black Box Diaries’ finally premieres in Japan 
BY MARI YAMAGUCHI

Associated Press

Ito
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OPINION

A
ustralia’s approach to protecting

children from the potential dan-

gers of popular social media plat-

forms — blocking access to kids

younger than 16 — may seem ham-fisted to

critics, but it sure beats what some elected

leaders in D.C. are doing, which is slightly

north of nothing.

The ban, which went into effect Wednes-

day, was partly prompted by the suicide of 14-

year-old Ollie Hughes, who was bullied on so-

cial media. Algorithms, which are pro-

grammed to engage children for as long as

possible including by providing increasingly

toxic material, flooded his feed with body-

shaming videos and tips on extreme dieting.

Ollie’s weight dropped significantly.

He was diagnosed with anorexia just before

Christmas in 2023 and took his life on Jan. 9,

2024. His mom, Mia Bannister, launched a

crusade, testifying before Australia’s law-

makers.

Mia’s mission is familiar to thousands of

American parents waging the same war. In

California, hundreds of personal injury law-

suits have been consolidated against compa-

nies such as ByteDance, Google, Meta and

Snap. Most have been filed on behalf of chil-

dren who developed addiction, anxiety or eat-

ing disorders, or who attempted or died by sui-

cide. Lawsuits are also popping up from

school districts and state attorneys general in

what is seen as one of the most important mass

tort cases of the decade.

As fast as these cases stack up, Big Tech

companies continue to drop millions of dollars

into campaign coffers and congressional com-

mittees, while lawmakers considering solu-

tions argue about potential privacy violations

and impact on industry innovation. Two of the

top lobbying spenders so far this year are

Meta at just shy of $20 million and Alphabet,

Google’s parent company, at roughly $12 mil-

lion, according to the research group OpenSe-

crets.

Surely there’s a way to protect children

without sending tech billionaires to the bread

line. Ample scientific research shows social

media, mobile phones and video games can

lead to childhood addictions. The conse-

quences for mental health range from low

self-esteem and depression to self-harm and

suicide. A study published in June by JAMA

followed more than 4,000 children for four

years. It found that addictive social media and

phone use was associated with higher risks of

suicidal thoughts.

Nevertheless, a House subcommittee last

week gutted the duty-of-care clause in the pro-

posed Kids Online Safety Act that would have

held platforms liable for addictive algorithms

that can encourage cyberbullying, sexual be-

havior, drugs and suicide. The Senate passed

the measure in a 91-3 vote in July 2024.

Maurine Molak’s son, David, died by sui-

cide in 2016 in San Antonio at age 16 after bru-

tal cyberbullying. Maurine is in D.C. on her

16th trip to speak to legislators and told me Da-

vid’s heartbreaking story. An Eagle Scout who

loved to hunt and fish, he turned to online gam-

ing while recovering from an injury and be-

came addicted. When a classmate posted in-

sults online, a mob quickly formed. Hundreds

of people David didn’t know piled on, his

mother said, telling him he looked like a mon-

key and should be in a coffin. Despite the pain

these hits caused, David couldn’t look away.

“He knew he had a problem, but he was ad-

dicted,” his mom said. Even after changing

schools, the mob pursued him. Finally, David

sought refuge in death.

Since finding her lifeless son in her back-

yard, Maurine has relentlessly pursued legis-

lative action in Texas and D.C. to protect

young children and teens. A self-described

conservative Republican, she said she can’t

understand what’s going on in Congress.

“What they’re doing doesn’t align with my val-

ues,” she said about the legislative inaction.

She and other parents hope to meet with

House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., before

Congress adjourns for the year. Thus far, no

luck.

And President Donald Trump? Nada. But

he did take time Thursday to sign an executive

order placing a moratorium on state regula-

tion of artificial intelligence — a big, beautiful

Christmas gift for the tech industry.

Meanwhile, Congress has an opportunity to

do something important and hugely popular.

Pew Research Center found in October that

81% of American adults support requiring pa-

rental consent for kids under 18 to create so-

cial media accounts. Fifty-eight percent sup-

port an Australia-style ban, according to a sur-

vey by the Family Online Safety Institute.

Given public sentiment, it’s a wonder Repu-

blicans aren’t galloping en masse to the White

House for the president’s signature on the on-

line safety bill, which Democrats support. If

they don’t do it soon, House Republicans will

pay dearly when parents hit the polls next fall.

What a tragedy, meanwhile, that more chil-

dren may die because of their dereliction of

duty — to care.

Australia acts to protect kids online. Where’s the US?
BY KATHLEEN PARKER

The Washington Post

If you or someone you know needs help, visit 988lifeline.org or
call or text the Suicide & Crisis Lifeline at 988.

T
hrough the magic of the law, all the

passion of immigration politics is

about to come to bear on the phrase

“subject to the jurisdiction thereof.”

That’s because on the first day of his second

term, President Donald Trump issued an ex-

ecutive order aiming to deny citizenship to any

children born in the United States to illegal im-

migrants. The Supreme Court has just agreed

to hear a case challenging that order, and the

legal dispute turns on the meaning of those

five words.

The 14th Amendment, ratified in 1868, says

that “all persons born” in the U.S. and subject

to its jurisdiction are citizens. That has gener-

ally been taken to include illegal immigrants’

children: U.S. courts can prosecute them and

U.S. police often protect them from crime. On

this view, the exceptions — the reason the con-

tested “jurisdiction” phrase is there — were

Native Americans on tribal lands (Congress

later made them citizens) and the children of

diplomats and of invading soldiers.

The contrary theory, advanced in a bill

sponsored by several Republican senators,

led by Tom Cotton of Arkansas, holds that the

phrase grants birthright citizenship only to the

children of people who have “allegiance and

obedience” to our government — which illegal

immigrants don’t have. Supporters of this the-

ory say the people who drafted and ratified the

14th Amendment were trying to ensure citi-

zenship for Black Americans, not the children

of illegal immigrants.

They are surely correct about that. Nobody

was thinking about illegal immigrants at the

time, when the U.S. didn’t have immigration

restrictions. They’re right, too, that the Su-

preme Court has never issued a ruling directly

affirming birthright citizenship for illegal im-

migrants. And they also have a point when

they say the policy has some serious costs. It

creates an incentive for unlawfully coming to

the U.S. and then impedes deportation.

The president and his allies are, however,

wrong about the Constitution. The meaning of

alaw is, in the first place, not limited to what its

authors mainly had in mind. The equal protec-

tion clause, also in the 14th Amendment, was

motivated principally to ensure that state gov-

ernments protected ex-slaves. Because it was

written in general language, though, it extends

to other groups and it doesn’t apply only to ra-

cial discrimination.

“Subject to the jurisdiction thereof” is a le-

gal term of art that requires some historical re-

search to unpack. Cotton’s theory that it re-

quired “allegiance and obedience” is based on

an English case from 1608. But that case af-

firmed that even if a foreigner were in Eng-

land only temporarily, he would have a duty of

obedience while he was there — and any child

he had there would be “a natural born subject”

of the king.

In 1854, Secretary of State William Marcy

wrote that birthright citizenship “is pres-

umed” except for children born in “foreign le-

gations.” The Supreme Court disturbed that

understanding when, in the 1857 Dred Scott

case, it excluded all Black people too. But the

14th Amendment restored the earlier under-

standing, and by 1871 Secretary of State Ha-

milton Fish was writing that the five words

now in dispute were “probably intended to ex-

clude the children of foreign ministers.”

Political scientist Matthew J. Franck points

out a powerfully suggestive absence in the his-

torical record: There’s no law in U.S. history

that created a naturalization process for the

U.S.-born children of immigrants. It was as-

sumed that they were already citizens be-

cause they were born here.

Trump’s executive order raises another is-

sue: If the children of illegal immigrants aren’t

citizens, what about the children of legal im-

migrants? The order already blurs that dis-

tinction, going beyond the Cotton bill by ex-

cluding from citizenship any children born in

the U.S. to people here on temporary visas.

The good news is that while applying bir-

thright citizenship to the children of illegal im-

migrants hinders the enforcement of immi-

gration laws, the problem can be overcome.

The country has had periods of low illegal im-

migration while following this policy. The

Trump administration is shrinking the illegal

population today, and thus reducing the num-

ber of illegal immigrants’ children who auto-

matically become citizens tomorrow, all while

birthright citizenship remains in effect. And

there are more steps the government could

take to control immigration.

We don’t have to change or distort the Con-

stitution to have a tighter immigration policy,

and we shouldn’t.

Fate of birthright citizenship order hinges on 5 words
BY RAMESH PONNURU

Special to The Washington Post

Ramesh Ponnuru, a contributing columnist for The Washington
Post, is the editor of National Review and a fellow at the
American Enterprise Institute.
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ACROSS
 1 Jamaican  

genre

 4 Painter Vermeer

 7 Attire

 11 Body powder

 13 Mode lead-in

 14 Mayberry tyke

 15 Dino in “The 

Good Dinosaur”

 16 Spider’s art

 17 Apple product

 18 “Let’s hear it”

 20 Joel or Ethan 

of Hollywood

 22 Land in la mer

 24 “Show some 

gratitude!”

 28 Ironer’s target

 32 Submit taxes 

online

 33 Hip-hop’s — 

Yang Twins

 34 Rockies hrs.

 36 Former Laker 

Lamar

 37 Beige shades

 39 Polish dumplings

 41 Oozed

 43 Dog’s “dog”

 44 Manicured thing

 46 Claw

 50 Miami- — County

 53 Pester

 55 Scarce

 56 PlayStation 

alternative

 57 TV’s Longoria

 58 Take a nap

 59 Fasting period

 60 Squealer

 61 Lawn layer

DOWN
 1 RBI, for one

 2 “The Art of 

Memoir” author 

Mary —

 3 Friend

 4 Mouth part

 5 Actor Guinness

 6 Bigwig

 7 From now on

 8 PC program

 9 2016 Olympics 

city

 10 Garden area

 12 Caption in a 

TV promo

 19 Caribou kin

 21 Shoe width

 23 Stately tree

 25 Chic beach 

resort

 26 Sleep like —

 27 Ms. Moore

 28 Penultimate 

letters

 29 Wedding 

shower?

 30 Concerning

 31 Mentalist’s claim

 35 Gratuity

 38 Salty expanse

 40 “Dig in!”

 42 Site for a bite

 45 Volcanic flow

 47 Asian nation

 48 Italian soup 

pasta

 49 Must have

 50 Roman 540

 51 Lincoln nickname

 52 Mafia boss

 54 Gangster’s gun

Answer to Previous Puzzle

Eugene Sheffer Crossword
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SCOREBOARD/NHL

Saturday’s men’s scores
EAST

Cal State Northridge 88, Delaware 66 
Canisius 70, Maine 43 
Central Connecticut 84, Binghamton 67 
Dartmouth 77, Boston University 64 
Fordham 82, Manhattan 53 
Georgetown 76, Saint Peter’s 68, OT 
Hofstra 70, Syracuse 69 
Howard 61, Hampton 57 
LIU 70, La Salle 60 
Marist 82, Bryant 74 
Marshall 76, Wright State 74 
Michigan 101, Maryland 83 
Michigan State 76, Penn State 72 
Morgan State 81, Niagara 73 
Mount St. Mary’s 81, Loyola (Md) 73 
Quinnipiac 75, UMass Lowell 71 
Robert Morris 75, Toledo 70 
Sacred Heart 65, NJIT 49 
Seton Hall 81, Rutgers 59 
St. John’s 91, Iona 64 
Stony Brook 78, Central Michigan 55 
Villanova 79, Pittsburgh 61 

SOUTH

Alabama A&M 67, Arkansas Baptist 59 
Arizona 96, Alabama 75 
Auburn 92, Chattanooga 78 
Belmont 87, UIC 84 
Clemson 70, Mercer 63 
Davidson 80, Mercyhurst 47 
Delaware State 81, Longwood 76 
Elon 85, Northern Illinois 79 
Florida 80, George Washington 70 
Florida Atlantic 105, Albany 79 
George Mason 73, Old Dominion 61 
Georgia 84, Cincinnati 65 
Georgia Southern 91, West Georgia 85 
Georgia State 77, Jacksonville State 73 
Kansas 77, North Carolina State 76, OT 
Kentucky 72, Indiana 60 
LSU 89, SMU 77 
Louisiana Tech 65, Louisiana 44 
Louisville 99, Memphis 73 
Miami (FL) 104, Louisiana-Monroe 79 
Miami (OH) 79, Eastern Kentucky 69 
North Carolina 80, USC Upstate 62 
Ole Miss 71, Southern Miss 67 
Richmond 93, Southern Illinois 84, OT 
South Carolina 71, The Citadel 55 
St. Thomas 80, UNC Asheville 59 
Tennessee Tech 101, Bethel (TN) 69 
UMass 103, Florida State 95 
Vanderbilt 83, Central Arkansas 72 
Winthrop 101, Bob Jones 55 

MIDWEST

Butler 113, Providence 110, 2OT 
Dayton 84, North Florida 61 
DePaul 61, Wichita State 58 
Kansas State 83, Creighton 76 
Murray State 115, Akron 100 
Nebraska 83, Illinois 80 
North Dakota State 99, Drake 94 
Northern Iowa 75, Oakland 63 
Northern Kentucky 80, Bellarmine 76 
Northwestern 93, Jackson State 53 
Notre Dame 82, Evansville 58 
Ohio 88, St. Bonaventure 83, OT 
Ohio State 89, West Virginia 88, 2OT 
Purdue 79, Marquette 59 
Saint Louis 85, San Francisco 75 
South Dakota 97, Prairie View A&M 85 
UNC Wilmington 73, Valparaiso 70 
Western Illinois 69, North Dakota 66, OT 

SOUTHWEST

Arkansas 93, Texas Tech 86 
Houston 99, New Orleans 57 
Oklahoma 85, Oklahoma State 76 
Oral Roberts 97, Ecclesia 52 
Rice 77, Arkansas State 76 
Southeastern Louisiana 74, Houston

Christian 71, OT 
Tulsa 83, New Mexico State 70 

FAR WEST

Arizona State 82, Santa Clara 79 
BYU 100, UC Riverside 53 
Cal State Fullerton 105, Denver 86 
California 79, Northwestern State 70 
Colorado 88, UTSA 64 
Gonzaga 82, UCLA 72 
Grand Canyon 82, Coastal Carolina 61 
Kansas City 102, Spurgeon 75 
Mississippi State 82, Utah 74 
Nevada 78, Duquesne 75 
Oregon 104, UC Davis 62 
Oregon State 67, Montana State 57 
Pacific 104, Simpson University 50 
Pepperdine 70, Cal State Bakersfield 62 
Portland State 94, George Fox 50 
San Diego 78, Northern Arizona 69 
Seattle 115, Warner Pacific 60 
Stanford 86, San Jose State 82 
Tennessee State 63, UNLV 60 
Utah State 83, Illinois State 78 
Utah Tech 89, Justice University 48 
Utah Valley 68, UC Santa Barbara 53 
Washington 105, Southern Utah 69

Saturday’s women’s scores
EAST

Albany 62, Boston University 46 
Binghamton 69, Marist 58 
Dartmouth 65, Iona 57 
Georgetown 60, Delaware State 46 
Providence 63, Stonehill 51 
Robert Morris 72, PennWest California

44 
St. John’s 63, Hofstra 60 
Temple 88, VCU 63 
Wagner 46, Rider 34 

SOUTH

Central Arkansas 82, Grambling State 75 
Gardner-Webb 77, Western Carolina 62 
Howard 64, Hampton 60 
Jacksonville State 90, Point University 30 
LSU 87, Louisiana Tech 61 
Ohio 72, Radford 67 
Ole Miss 86, Wofford 52 
Richmond 76, Liberty 61 
Tennessee Tech 92, Stephens 53 
UNC Greensboro 119, Bob Jones 35 
William & Mary 72, Coppin State 65 

MIDWEST

Arkansas 73, Missouri State 58 
Cincinnati 65, UNLV 48 
Cleveland State 84, Niagara 52 
Iowa 102, Lindenwood 68 
Michigan 85, Akron 59 
St. Thomas 70, Drake 50 
Utah Valley 64, Kansas City 58 
Western Illinois 90, Omaha 41 
Wichita State 71, Loyola Marymount 64 

SOUTHWEST

Oklahoma 92, Oklahoma State 70 
UTSA 86, Prairie View A&M 40 

FAR WEST

Air Force 65, New Mexico Highlands 64 
BYU 81, UTEP 46 
Boise State 81, Southern Utah 66 
Cal State Bakersfield 72, Seattle 51 
Cal State Fullerton 81, Portland State 66 
Cal State Northridge 66, San Jose State

55 
Colorado State 69, San Francisco 52 
Fresno State 81, Chicago State 62 
Idaho State 62, Cal Poly 49 
New Mexico 63, Houston 41 
Pepperdine 80, Cal State Los Angeles 72 
UC Irvine 77, California Baptist 57 
UC Santa Barbara 68, Utah Tech 65 
UConn 79, USC 51 
Utah State 80, Idaho 73 
Washington 79, Green Bay 74

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Placed WR
Brandon Aiyuk on the reserve/left squad
list. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Signed TE Eric
Saubert to a one-year contract extension.
Activated TE Eric Saubert and C Jalen Sun-
dell from injured reserve. Placed TE Elijah
Arroyo on injured reserve. Activated DT
Rylie Mills from the PUP list. Released RB
Myles Gaskin and WR Jimmy Holiday from
the practice squad. Signed RB Cam Akers
and DB Shaquill Griffin to the practice
squad. 

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

BUFFALO SABRES — Recalled C/F Noah
Östlund from Rochester (AHL). Assigned
C/F Trevor Kuntar to Rochester. 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Recalled F
Nick Lardis from Rockford (AHL). 

MINNESOTA WILD — Recalled F Hunter
Haight from Iowa (AHL). 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Assigned F
Zachary L’Heureux to Milwaukee (AHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Placed F Timo
Meier on the non-roster list. Recalled D Ca-
len Addison from Utica (AHL).

OTTAWA SENATORS — Recalled F Olle
Lycksell from Belleville (AHL). 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — Placed D Brett
Kulak on the non-roster list. Recalled G
Sergei Murashov from Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton (AHL). 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Transferred D
Erik Cernak to long-term injured reserve. 

UTAH MAMMOTH — Placed C/F Logan
Cooley on injured reserve. 

VANCOUVER CANUCKS — Placed C/F Lu-
kas Reichel on waivers. 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Activated G
Charlie Lindgren from injured reserve. As-
signed G Garin Bjorklund to Hershey
(AHL). 

WINNIPEG JETS — Activated G Connor
Hellebuyck from injured reserve.

Saturday’s transactions
FOOTBALL

National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Activated OL
Christian Jones from injured reserve.
Placed DL Bilal Nichols on injured reserve. 

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Activated S Ar-
’Darius Washington and OLB Tavius Rob-
inson from injured reserve.

CHICAGO BEARS — Placed CB Kyler Gor-
don on injured reserve. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed OL Gar-
rett Dellinger to the active roster. Waived
WR Jamari Thrash. 

DENVER BRONCOS — Signed TE Mar-
cedes Lewis to the practice squad. Signed
LB Jordan Turner to the active roster. 

DETROIT LIONS — Placed DB Brian
Branch on injured reserve. Activated TE
Shane Zylstra from injured reserve. 

HOUSTON TEXANS — Waived RB Cody
Schrader. Activated TE Harrison Bryant
from injured reserve. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed QB Phi-
lip Rivers to the active roster. Placed OT
Braden Smith on injured reserve. 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Placed OT Wa-
nya Morris on injured reserve. Signed OL
C.J. Hanson to the active roster. 

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Activated WR Tu-
tu Atwell from injured reserve.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed RB
D’Ernest Johnson to the active roster.
Placed RB Terrell Jennings on injured re-
serve. 

NEW YORK GIANTS — Signed WR Dalen
Cambre and OLB Tomon Fox to the active
roster. Activated LB Darius Muasau from
injured reserve. Placed OLB Victor Dimu-
keje and CB Nic Jones on injured reserve.
Waived CB Jarrick Bernard-Converse. 

NEW YORK JETS — Placed CB Azareye’h
Thomas on injured reserve. Activated LB
Cam Jones from injured reserve. 

DEALS

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East

W L T Pct PF PA

New England 11 2 0 .846 351 241

Buffalo 9 4 0 .692 376 293

Miami 6 7 0 .462 281 296

e-N.Y. Jets 3 10 0 .231 256 349

South

W L T Pct PF PA

Jacksonville 9 4 0 .692 328 272

Houston 8 5 0 .615 283 208

Indianapolis 8 5 0 .615 376 285

e-Tennessee 2 11 0 .154 201 357

North

W L T Pct PF PA

Pittsburgh 7 6 0 .538 308 311

Baltimore 6 7 0 .462 311 320

Cincinnati 4 9 0 .308 314 413

e-Cleveland 3 10 0 .231 223 301

West

W L T Pct PF PA

Denver 11 2 0 .846 308 235

L.A. Chargers 9 4 0 .692 299 271

Kansas City 6 7 0 .462 315 252

e-Las Vegas 2 11 0 .154 196 332

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

W L T Pct PF PA

Philadelphia 8 5 0 .615 289 271

Dallas 6 6 1 .500 381 386

e-Washington 3 10 0 .231 262 354

e-N.Y. Giants 2 11 0 .154 279 367

South

W L T Pct PF PA

Carolina 7 6 0 .538 247 297

Tampa Bay 7 7 0 .500 327 354

e-Atlanta 5 9 0 .357 281 341

e-New Orleans 3 10 0 .231 206 315

North

W L T Pct PF PA

Green Bay 9 3 1 .731 322 247

Chicago 9 4 0 .692 334 335

Detroit 8 5 0 .615 394 304

Minnesota 5 8 0 .385 255 281

West

W L T Pct PF PA

L.A. Rams 10 3 0 .769 379 227

Seattle 10 3 0 .769 387 226

San Francisco 9 4 0 .692 307 269

e-Arizona 3 10 0 .231 282 348

e-Eliminated from playoffs

Thursday’s game

Atlanta 29, Tampa Bay 28

Sunday’s games

Arizona at Houston
Baltimore at Cincinnati
Buffalo at New England
Cleveland at Chicago
L.A. Chargers at Kansas City
Las Vegas at Philadelphia
N.Y. Jets at Jacksonville
Washington at N.Y. Giants
Carolina at New Orleans
Detroit at L.A. Rams
Green Bay at Denver
Indianapolis at Seattle
Tennessee at San Francisco
Minnesota at Dallas

Monday’s game

Miami at Pittsburgh

Thursday, Dec. 18

L.A. Rams at Seattle

Saturday, Dec. 20

Philadelphia at Washington
Green Bay at Chicago

Sunday, Dec. 21

Buffalo at Cleveland
Cincinnati at Miami
Kansas City at Tennessee
L.A. Chargers at Dallas
Minnesota at N.Y. Giants
N.Y. Jets at New Orleans
Tampa Bay at Carolina
Atlanta at Arizona
Jacksonville at Denver
Las Vegas at Houston
Pittsburgh at Detroit
New England at Baltimore

Monday, Dec. 22

San Francisco at Indianapolis

Thursday, Dec. 25

Dallas at Washington
Detroit at Minnesota
Denver at Kansas City

Saturday, Dec. 27

Houston at L.A. Chargers
Baltimore at Green Bay

PRO FOOTBALL

Scores
Saturday, Dec. 13

EAST

Navy 17, Army 16

SOUTHWEST

SC State 40, Prairie View 38, 4OT

FAR WEST

Washington 38, Boise St. 10

College Football Playoffs
First Round

Friday, Dec. 19

No. 9 Alabama (10-3) at No. 8 Oklahoma
(10-2)

Saturday, Dec. 20

No. 10 Miami (Fla.) (10-2) at No. 7 Texas
A&M (11-1)

No. 11 Tulane (11-2) at No. 6 Mississippi
(11-1)

No. 12 James Madison (12-1) at No. 5 Ore-
gon (11-1)

Quarterfinals
Wednesday, Dec. 31

At Cotton Bowl, Arlington, Texas

Miami/Texas A&M winner at No. 2 Ohio
St.

Thursday, Jan. 1
At Orange Bowl, Miami Gardens, Fla.

James Madison/Oregon winner at No. 4
Texas Tech

At Rose Bowl, Pasadena, Calif.

Alabama/Oklahoma winner at No. 1 In-
diana

At Sugar Bowl, New Orleans

Tulane/Mississippi winner at No. 3
Georgia

FCS playoffs
Quarterfinals
Friday, Dec. 12

Montana St. 44, Stephen F. Austin 28

Saturday, Dec. 13

Illinois St. 42, UC Davis 31
Montana 52, South Dakota 22
Villanova 26, Tarleton St. 21

Semifinals
Saturday, Dec. 22

Illinois St. vs. Villanova
Montana State vs. Montana

Championship
Monday, Jan. 5

Semifinal winners

NCAA Division II playoffs
Semifinals
Saturday

Ferris St. 49, Newberry 17
Harding 49, Kutztown 27

Championship
Saturday, Dec. 20

Ferris St. vs. Harding

NCAA Division III playoffs
Quarterfinals

Saturday

John Carroll 21, Berry 13
Johns Hopkins 40, Susquehanna 10
North Central 35, Bethel (Minn.) 21
Wis.-River Falls 46, Wheaton (Ill.) 21

Semifinals
Saturday, Dec. 20

John Carroll vs. Bethel-North Central
Johns Hopkins vs. Wheaton-UW-River

Falls

Championship
Sunday, Jan. 4

Semifinal winners

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Men’s Division I tournament
Cary, N.C.
Semifinals

Friday, Dec. 12

Washington 3, Furman 1
NC State 2, Saint Louis 1

Championship
Monday, Dec. 15

NC State vs. Washington

COLLEGE SOCCER

The Minnesota Wild made an

all-in move for one of the NHL’s

best players in his prime, acquir-

ing defenseman Quinn Hughes

from the Vancouver Canucks in a

blockbuster trade — their boldest

action yet toward ending a decade-

long skid of playoff series defeats.

The teams announced the seis-

mic move Friday night, after the

2024 Norris Trophy winner as the

league’s top defenseman had been

the most talked-about trade candi-

date over the past couple of weeks.

Minnesota sent center Marco Ros-

si, defenseman Zeev Buium, win-

ger Liam Ohgren and a first-round

pick in the 2026 draft to suddenly

rebuilding Vancouver to complete

the deal.

The trade was the second major

swap of the day, after two-time

Stanley Cup Final runner-up Ed-

monton finally made a move for a

goaltender, acquiring Tristan Jar-

ry from Pittsburgh.

Rossi (24), Ohgren (21) and Bui-

um (20) fit the mold of the young

talent the Canucks were speculat-

ed to be targeting if they were go-

ing to trade Hughes. Rossi (2020),

Ohgren (2022) and Buium (2024)

were all recent first-round draft

picks by the Wild.

“Quinn played hard, led by ex-

ample and did a lot of very good

things for the Canucks,” Vancouv-

er general manager Patrik Allvin

said. “Trading away a player of

this caliber is never an easy deci-

sion to make, but it was one we had

to do to make our team better. We

are so excited to add a solid center

in Marco, a good young blueliner

in Zeev and a versatile forward in

Liam. This year’s draft is a strong

one, so acquiring a first-round pick

was also a big part of this deal.”

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP

Minnesota acquired defenseman
Quinn Hughes from the
Vancouver Canucks on Friday.

Wild land
blueliner
Hughes

BY STEPHEN WHYNO

Associated Press

Dec. 15

1925 — The first NHL game is played at
New York’s Madison Square Garden. The
Americans score first, but the Montreal
Canadiens prevail 3-1, before 17,000 in at-
tendance.

1964 — San Francisco’s Wilt Chamber-
lain scores 58 points, including nine in
overtime, to give the Warriors a 134-132
victory over the New York Knicks.

1970 — Glenn Hall of the St. Louis Blues
becomes the second goaltender in NHL
history to reach 400 victories. Hall makes
38 saves in a 2-1 win against the Minneso-
ta North Stars. Hall joins Terry Sawchuk in
the 400-win club.

1974 — Oakland’s Jim “Catfish” Hunter is
ruled a free agent by arbitrator Peter Seitz
when Athletics owner Charles O. Finley
fails to live up to the terms of Hunter’s con-
tract.

AP SPORTLIGHT
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NHL

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Tampa Bay 32 18 11 3 39 104 83

Detroit 33 18 12 3 39 104 109

Boston 32 19 13 0 38 107 99

Montreal 31 16 11 4 36 101 112

Florida 31 16 13 2 34 98 99

Toronto 31 14 12 5 33 102 102

Ottawa 31 14 13 4 32 98 102

Buffalo 31 13 14 4 30 95 108

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Carolina 31 20 9 2 42 105 88

N.Y. Islanders 33 19 11 3 41 100 93

Washington 32 18 10 4 40 106 83

Philadelphia 30 16 9 5 37 90 85

New Jersey 32 18 13 1 37 96 101

Pittsburgh 30 14 8 8 36 95 91

N.Y. Rangers 33 16 13 4 36 88 88

Columbus 32 13 13 6 32 96 112

Western Conference
Central Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Colorado 32 23 2 7 53 128 74

Dallas 33 21 7 5 47 111 89

Minnesota 32 18 9 5 41 93 85

Utah 33 15 15 3 33 101 97

Chicago 32 13 13 6 32 91 98

Winnipeg 31 15 15 1 31 96 96

St. Louis 33 12 14 7 31 84 118

Nashville 31 12 15 4 28 87 109

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Vegas 31 16 6 9 41 96 90

Anaheim 32 19 12 1 39 114 107

Los Angeles 30 14 8 8 36 82 80

Edmonton 32 15 11 6 36 109 110

San Jose 33 16 14 3 35 96 110

Seattle 29 12 11 6 30 73 90

Calgary 32 12 16 4 28 82 96

Vancouver 31 11 17 3 25 87 111

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Friday’s games

St. Louis 3, Chicago 2
Utah 5, Seattle 3

Saturday’s games

New Jersey 4, Anaheim 1
San Jose 6, Pittsburgh 5, OT
Edmonton 6, Toronto 3
Minnesota 3, Ottawa 2
Carolina 4, Philadelphia 3, SO
Vegas 3, Columbus 2
Winnipeg 5, Washington 1
N.Y. Rangers 5, Montreal 4, OT
Florida 4, Dallas 0
Colorado 4, Nashville 2
Calgary 2, Los Angeles 1, OT
N.Y. Islanders 3, Tampa Bay 2, SO
Detroit 4, Chicago 0

Sunday’s games

Vancouver at New Jersey
Utah at Pittsburgh
Philadelphia at Carolina
Boston at Minnesota
Edmonton at Montreal
Buffalo at Seattle

Monday’s games

Anaheim at N.Y. Rangers
Florida at Tampa Bay
Ottawa at Winnipeg
Los Angeles at Dallas
Nashville at St. Louis

Tuesday’s games

Anaheim at Columbus
Chicago at Toronto
N.Y. Islanders at Detroit
Philadelphia at Montreal
Utah at Boston
Vancouver at N.Y. Rangers
Edmonton at Pittsburgh
Washington at Minnesota
Calgary at San Jose
Colorado at Seattle

Scoring leaders
Through Sunday

GP G A PTS

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 32 26 29 55

Connor McDavid, EDM 32 18 33 51

Macklin Celebrini, SJ 33 16 31 47

Connor Bedard, CHI 31 19 25 44

Martin Necas, COL 32 14 29 43

Leon Draisaitl, EDM 32 17 26 43

Mikko Rantanen, DAL 32 13 29 42

Nikita Kucherov, TB 29 13 29 42

Jack Eichel, LV 31 12 29 41

Kyle Connor, WPG 31 15 25 40

Mark Scheifele, WPG 31 16 24 40

Leo Carlsson, ANA 32 17 23 40

Jason Robertson, DAL 33 20 20 40

Cale Makar, COL 32 10 28 38

Scoreboard

NEWARK, N.J. — Stefan Noesen, Paul Cot-

ter and Cody Glass each scored to help the New

Jersey Devils beat the Anaheim Ducks 4-1 on

Saturday and snap a five-game home losing

streak.

New Jersey started the season 9-0-1 on its

home ice before losing five straight at the Pru-

dential Center.

The Devils’ third line of Cotter, Juho Lam-

mikko and Noesen combined for five points

(two goals, three assists). It was Noesen’s first

goal in 22 games.

Jake Allen stopped 30 shots for New Jersey

for his first win since Nov. 28. Allen had lost

three straight.

Troy Terry scored for Anaheim. Lukas Dos-

tal had 18 saves for the Ducks, who failed to

convert on four power-play opportunities.

Sharks 6, Penguins 5 (OT): John Klingberg

capped off a frantic late rally by scoring his

second goal of the game 2:57 into overtime to

lift visiting San Jose to an improbable victory

over Pittsburgh.

Klingberg’s seventh of the season off a feed

from Macklin Celebrini gave the Sharks their

first victory in the franchise’s 34-year history

when trailing by four goals in the third.

San Jose trailed 5-1 with less than 14 minutes

to go. Klingberg and William Eklund scored to

get the Sharks back in it, and Celebrini and Tyl-

er Toffoli beat Penguins goalie Arturs Silovs

with the goaltender pulled to force overtime.

Sidney Crosby beat Askarov in the first peri-

od for his 19th goal of the season and assisted on

Bryan Rust’s power-play goal in the second to

push his career point total to 1,721.

Oilers 6, Maple Leafs 3: Connor McDavid

had two goals and an assist and Tristan Jarry

made 25 saves in his first game for visiting Ed-

monton, helping the Oilers beat Toronto.

Edmonton is 6-2-1 in its last nine and 15-11-6

overall.

Jarry and defenseman Spencer Stastney

made their Oilers debuts. Jarry was acquired

from Pittsburgh on Friday in a five-player deal

that sent fellow goalie Stuart Skinner and de-

fender Brett Kulak to the Penguins. Stastney

was added in a deal with Nashville.

Steven Lorentz, Easton Cowan and Oliver

Ekman-Larsson scored for the Maple Leafs.

Dennis Hildeby allowed all six goals on 32

shots before getting pulled. Artur Akhtyamov

— Toronto’s fifth goalie to see action 32 games

into the season — made four saves in relief in

his first NHL action.

Wild 3, Senators 2:Joel Eriksson Ek scored

with 23.1 seconds remaining to lift host Minne-

sota over Ottawa.

Eriksson Ek buried a one-timer from the

right circle after a cross-ice pass by Marcus Jo-

hansson to stun the Senators, who had rallied

from a 2-0 deficit to tie it.

Tyler Pitlick and Ryan Hartman also scored

for the Wild, while Jesper Wallstedt made 34

saves.

Hurricanes 4, Flyers 3 (SO): Jackson Blake

scored in the shootout, and Eastern Confe-

rence-leading Carolina beat host Philadelphia

to open a home-and-home set.

Seth Jarvis scored his 18th goal, Nikolaj Eh-

lers and Alexander Nikishin also scored and

Shayne Gostisbehere had two assists for the

Hurricanes, who have won two consecutive

shootouts. Carolina has won three straight and

six of eight overall.

Bobby Brink, Trevor Zegras and Carl

Grundstrom scored for the Flyers, who con-

cluded their six-game homestand with a 2-2-2

record.

Golden Knights 3, Blue Jackets 2: Ben Hut-

ton and Brayden McNabb scored in the third

period, and visiting Vegas continued its strong

road run, beating Columbus for its sixth win in

seven games.

The Golden Knights have earned nine of a

possible 10 points on their five-game road trip

and have not lost in regulation this month.

Pavel Dorofeyev also scored for Vegas,

Mitch Marner added three assists and Carter

Hart made 26 saves.

Jets 5, Capitals 1: Connor Hellebuyck made

24 saves in his return from a knee injury, Ga-

briel Vilardi scored twice and host Winnipeg

beat Washington to end a three-game losing

streak.

Hellebuyck had arthroscopic surgery three

weeks ago. The reigning Hart and Vezina Tro-

phy winner missed 12 games, with the Jets go-

ing 2-9-1.

Alex Iafallo had a goal and assist, and Logan

Stanley and Morgan Barron also scored for

Winnipeg. Adam Lowry, Josh Morrissey, Kyle

Connor and Mark Scheifele each had two as-

sists.

Rangers 5, Canadiens 4 (OT): J.T. Miller

scored his second goal of the game on a power

play at 2:56 of overtime as host New York ral-

lied to beat Montreal.

Will Cuylle, Noah Laba and Artemi Panarin

also scored to help the Rangers snap a three-

game skid (0-1-2). Mathew Robertson and Co-

nor Sheary each had two assists, and Igor Shes-

terkin had 12 saves.

Zach Bolduc, Arber Xhekaj, Jake Evans and

Josh Anderson scored for the Canadiens in

their third loss in four games (1-2-1). Nick Su-

zuki and Lane Hutson each had two assists, and

Jacob Fowler had 21 saves.

Panthers 4, Stars 0: Sergei Bobrovsky

made 15 saves for his third shutout this season

to continue his mastery of Dallas, and Brad

Marchand had two goals and an assist as vis-

iting Florida blanked the Stars.

Anton Lundell had a goal and an assist and

Sam Bennett also scored as the Panthers shook

off a 6-2 loss at Colorado on Thursday. Sam Re-

inhart had two assists.

Bobrovsky improved to 21-2-2 against Dallas

as Florida won its fifth straight over the Stars,

including in a shootout at home Nov. 1.

Avalanche 4, Predators 2: Nathan MacKin-

non scored his NHL-leading 26th goal and add-

ed an assist, and Colorado beat Nashville for its

11th straight home win.

MacKinnon, who has scored in six straight

home games, leads the league with 55 points.

Jack Drury, Victor Olofsson and Valeri Ni-

chushkin also scored for the Avalanche, who

are 13-0-2 on home ice this season. The 11

straight wins matches the second-longest in

franchise history, previously accomplished

Jan. 31-March 27 of last season.

Flames 2, Kings 1 (OT): Morgan Frost

scored in overtime and Blake Coleman had a

short-handed goal in visiting Calgary’s victory

over Los Angeles.

Dustin Wolf made 20 saves for the surging

Flames. They have won eight of their past 12

games, with Wolf winning his last four starts.

Adrian Kempe scored for the Kings, and

Darcy Kuemper made 36 saves. Los Angeles

played its 14th game decided in overtime or a

shootout out of 21 total one-goal contests this

season.

Islanders 3, Lightning 2 (SO): Emil Heine-

man and Mathew Barzal scored in the shoot-

out, and host New York defeated Tampa Bay.

Matthew Schaefer and Cal Ritchie scored in

the first period for the Islanders, with Anthony

Duclair assisting on both, and New York ex-

tended its winning streak to three games. Ilya

Sorokin made 32 saves and stopped two of

three Lightning attempts in the shootout.

Red Wings 4, Blackhawks 0: Alex DeBrin-

cat scored twice and had an assist, John Gibson

earned his second shutout in three starts, and

visiting Detroit beat Chicago.

Patrick Kane had a goal and an assist and

Emmitt Finnie also scored for the Red Wings,

who have won four of five.

ROUNDUP

Devils top Ducks to end losing streak
Associated Press 

ADAM HUNGER/AP 

New Jersey center Cody Glass, left, controls the puck past Anaheim left wing Chris Kreider
during the first period Saturday in Newark, N.J. The Devils defeated the Ducks 4-1.
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NBA

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB

New York 18 7 .720 —

Boston 15 10 .600 3

Philadelphia 14 10 .583 3½

Toronto 15 11 .577 3½

Brooklyn 6 18 .250 11½

Southeast Division

W L Pct GB

Orlando 15 11 .577 —

Miami 14 11 .560 ½

Atlanta 14 12 .538 1

Charlotte 7 18 .280 7½

Washington 3 20 .130 10½

Central Division

W L Pct GB

Detroit 20 5 .800 —

Cleveland 15 11 .577 5½

Milwaukee 11 15 .423 9½

Chicago 10 14 .417 9½

Indiana 6 19 .240 14

Western Conference

Southwest Division

W L Pct GB

Houston 16 6 .727 ½

San Antonio 18 7 .720 —

Memphis 11 14 .440 7

Dallas 10 16 .385 8½

New Orleans 4 22 .154 14½

Northwest Division

W L Pct GB

Oklahoma City 24 2 .923 —

Denver 18 6 .750 5

Minnesota 16 9 .640 7½

Utah 9 15 .375 14

Portland 9 16 .360 14½

Pacific Division

W L Pct GB

L.A. Lakers 17 7 .708 —

Phoenix 14 11 .560 3½

Golden State 13 13 .500 5

Sacramento 6 19 .240 11½

L.A. Clippers 6 19 .240 11½

Friday’s games

Detroit 142, Atlanta 115 
Chicago 129, Charlotte 126 
Philadelphia 115, Indiana 105 
Cleveland 130, Washington 126 
Utah 130, Memphis 126 
Dallas 119, Brooklyn 111 
Minnesota 127, Golden State 120 

Saturday’s games

New York 132, Orlando 120 (Semifinal
Game 1) 

San Antonio 111, Oklahoma City 109
(Semifinal Game 2) 

Sunday’s games

Washington at Indiana 
Charlotte at Cleveland 
Milwaukee at Brooklyn 
Philadelphia at Atlanta 
New Orleans at Chicago 
Sacramento at Minnesota 
L.A. Lakers at Phoenix 
Golden State at Portland 

Monday’s games

Detroit at Boston 
Toronto at Miami 
Dallas at Utah 
Houston at Denver 
Memphis at L.A. Clippers

Scoreboard

LAS VEGAS — Here’s how

much the NBA Cup semifinals

against Oklahoma City meant to

San Antonio’s Victor Wembanya-

ma: He grabbed the ball after a

missed Thunder shot in the final

moments, squeezed it and

screamed in delight.

Technically, it was just another

game.

It sure didn’t seem that way.

Welcome back, Victor. The

Spurs are headed to the NBA Cup

championship game against New

York, after knocking off defending

NBA champion Oklahoma City

111-109 on Saturday night in the

tournament semifinals — just the

second loss for the Thunder in 26

games this season.

“This is not a typical regular-

season game,” Wembanyama

said. “We knew if that if we lose,

we’re out. And you know, some

people are built for these mo-

ments. Some aren’t. But we defi-

nitely are.”

The win came in Wembanya-

ma’s return from a 12-game ab-

sence caused by a left calf strain.

He finished with 22 points and

nine rebounds in 21 minutes —

coming off the bench for the first

time in his NBA career.

There won’t be too many more

times when he doesn’t start. Wem-

banyama wondered aloud after

the game if someone can win Sixth

Man and MVP in the same season,

with a big smile across his face.

“As soon as Vic came in, he had

the impact that we needed,” San

Antonio’s Devin Vassell said.

There were plenty of signs of

emotion in the final minutes from

Wembanyama, indicating that

this indeed wasn’t just another

game.

A fallaway that turned into a

falling-down shot by Wembanya-

ma put the Spurs up by six with

9:49 left. He got fouled by OKC’s

Cason Wallace the next time down

the floor in one of those intention-

al, but not flagrant, don’t-give-up-

a-dunk fouls, and flexed his arms

toward Wallace after the play.

The San Antonio bench roared

in delight — again, not the sort of

scene typically associated with a

regular-season contest in Decem-

ber.

“It is one of 82, but to your point,

there are always circumstances

and contexts,” Spurs coach Mitch

Johnson said. “And that doesn’t

mean that everybody quantifies

them the same, but I do think that

our guys have been excited about

the Cup. I think our guys are excit-

ed to play really good teams. ...

When you play the Oklahoma City

Thunder, you’re getting the

league’s best. And we are a com-

petitive group and we want to con-

tinue to challenge ourselves to

continue to get better. There’s no

better way to do that but to play

the best.”

Wembanyama scored in the

lane with 2:32 left to put San Anto-

nio up for good, then helped finish

off the win by going 4 for 6 from

the foul line in the final 78 seconds.

His impact on the game was im-

mediate. The Thunder led 31-20

after the first quarter, but Wem-

banyama checked in for the first

time to open the second quarter

and everything quickly changed.

He got an offensive rebound

and scored on his opening posses-

sion. By the end of his first minute,

he had grabbed two more re-

bounds and had an assist to set up

a 3-pointer. There was one play

where he lost his dribble and then

sent his 7-foot-4 frame sprawling

to the floor to dive on the ball,

which he gathered and then

passed to Julian Champagnie for

another 3-pointer.

He played 7:19 of the first half.

In that time, the Spurs outscored

Oklahoma City by 20 points — 9-2

in his first stint, 15-2 in his second

stint, 24-4 combined. That’s right,

a24-4 margin over a team that had

a 24-1 record entering the night,

outscored teams by a record aver-

age last season and are on pace to

smash that record this season.

But those minutes set a new

tone and gave San Antonio a

chance. Now, it’ll be back in Las

Vegas on Tuesday with a chance at

winning the NBA Cup.

Wemby returns, Spurs make Cup final
BY TIM REYNOLDS

Associated Press

RONDA CHURCHILL/AP 

San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama shoots the ball near Oklahoma City Thunder guard Jalen
Williams in the second half of an NBA Cup semifinals game on Saturday in Las Vegas.

LAS VEGAS — Josh Hart got asked a

question Saturday night after the New York

Knicks reached the NBA Cup champion-

ship game about where Jalen Brunson

ranks as a scorer. Hart smiled. Brunson

cringed.

And then, as typically happens when

those two share a postgame podium, come-

dy happened.

“He’s barely a 6-foot guard,” Hart began,

with Brunson sitting about two feet to his

left. “Not physically impressive, not athlet-

ic, but he’s able to manipulate defenses. Big

head, so he has a big brain. He’s able to fig-

ure out those angles and find himself in po-

sition to be successful. So, inch for inch, I

think he’s probably the best one.”

Brunson — listed at 6-foot-2, perhaps a bit

generously — tried to in-

terject a few times during

Hart’s answer, to no avail.

Hart couldn’t stop talking,

much in the same way that

Brunson couldn’t stop

scoring. He had a game-

and season-high 40 points

in New York’s 132-120 win

over Orlando in the NBA Cup semifinals,

giving the Knicks a shot at the title on Tues-

day against Victor Wembanyama and San

Antonio.

Hart’s point, in his own way, was clear:

Brunson is playing at an elite level right

now. And New York coach Mike Brown was

more direct, walking into the postgame in-

terview room Saturday and hammering

home a specific point he’s been making in

recent weeks — that Brunson, even this

early in the season, belongs in the MVP con-

versation.

“He makes the game easier for every-

body,” Brown said. “That’s what MVPs are

supposed to do, and he definitely did that to-

night. ... At the end of the day, he carries you

home. It’s beautiful to be able to see him do

what he’s more than capable of doing on a

national stage like this, in an environment

like this. Hopefully you guys as media and

the fans out there can continue talking

about him as an MVP of this league, be-

cause that’s exactly what he is.”

Brown later made this clear: He’s not

campaigning. The way he sees it, he’s just

offering facts. And if Brunson — now ave-

raging 28.8 points per game — keeps play-

ing this way, the MVP case is going to get

even more compelling.

This is also clear: Brunson isn’t going to

lobby for individual honors. And he has his

reasons, starting with his parents — one of

whom is a Knicks assistant coach.

“Sandra and Rick Brunson, first and fore-

most, how they raised me,” Brunson said

when asked why he doesn’t outwardly seek

recognition. “My family, my wife, my inner

circle, everybody that I have been involved

with. My inner circle keeps me humble, and

I wouldn’t want it any other way.”

He was 16-for-27 from the field on Satur-

day, adding eight assists to the 40 points.

Brunson and Magic guard Jalen Suggs both

had 25 points at halftime; Suggs was slowed

by a nagging hip injury and had only one

point in the second half. The game was tied

at 90-90 late in the third, and New York

went ahead for good with a 9-2 run — Brun-

son scoring seven of those points and get-

ting the assist on the other basket.

Brunson backs up Knicks’ arguments of MVP consideration
BY TIM REYNOLDS

Associated Press

Brunson
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — Purdue

guard Braden Smith figures he’ll have time

to reflect on his many milestones later.

For now, it’s all the work that still needs to

be done.

On Saturday, Smith helped the sixth-

ranked Boilermakers pull away for a 79-59

victory over Marquette by finishing with

seven points, 10 assists and five rebounds to

join D.J. Cooper of Ohio as the only Division

I men’s basketball players to record 1,500

points, 850 assists and 550 rebounds in their

careers.

Cooper finished his career with 2,075

points, 934 assists and 620 rebounds from

2009-13. Smith now has 1,515 points, a

school record 859 assists and 579 rebounds

as he closes in on the Big Ten’s career assist

record of 890 held by Michigan State guard

Cassius Winston.

Smith needed only 12 seconds to find his

longtime backcourt mate, Fletcher Loyer,

for a 3-pointer to join the club, but Smith

quickly brushed aside the significance of

what this moment meant.

“Nothing,” he said. “We have favorite

goals that we want to achieve, and I think

that’s the reason we came back was because

those are the goals — not have all these

small little steps that we’re achieving as a

group or individually. For me, my main

thing is to win it all, and if that happens then

all these things will add up and probably

mean something when I’m older and done

playing basketball.”

At least Smith saw the Boilermakers

(10-1, 2-0 Big Ten) take a couple big steps

toward that end this week after last Satur-

day’s embarrassing 23-point home loss to

then No. 10 Iowa State.

Since then, the defense has picked up, the

dominant stretches have increased and

Purdue walked away with two routs —

thanks in large part to Smith, the Big Ten’s

preseason player of the year.

Purdue also is starting to revert to its

more traditional form with Smith and Loyer

finding ways to exploit the Boilermakers

size advantage. Oscar Cluff, the 6-foot-11

transfer from South Dakota State, made all

nine of his shots Saturday, finished with a

season-high 22 points and added 11 re-

bounds for his second straight double-dou-

ble as he starts rounding into form.

Smith senses it, too. He was around two

years ago when he and two-time national

player of the year Zach Edey teamed up to

take the Boilermakers to the national cham-

pionship game.

He also was there last year when the Boi-

lermakers fell just short of reaching the

Elite Eight, losing to national runner-up

Houston in Indianapolis. And now with

Smith and Loyer back for their fourth and

final season together, they’re trying to re-

create the kind of combination that could

lead to far more memorable moments later

this season.

Purdue’s Smith reaches rare D-I milestone

MICHAEL CONROY/AP 

Purdue guard Braden Smith, right, drives under Marquette guard Zaide Lowery during
the second half in West Lafayette, Ind., on Saturday. Purdue beat Marquette 79-59.

BY MICHAEL MAROT

Associated Press 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Bray-

den Burries scored 28 points, 20 of

those coming during a 14-minute

second-half flurry, and No. 1 Ari-

zona roared back from its first

halftime deficit of the season to

beat No. 12 Alabama 96-75.

The Wildcats (9-0) trailed by

two points at halftime before seiz-

ing command with a 14-1 run,

highlighted by Burries making

three consecutive baskets. Bur-

ries was 5-for-10 from 3-point

range, mitigating a quiet night for

fellow freshman Koa Peat, who

was saddled by foul trouble and

scored six points — far off his 15.9

points-per-game average.

Labaron Philon Jr. scored 24

points, including a twisting pullup

in the lane that gave Alabama

(7-3) a 41-39 lead at the half. That

was the final highlight for the

Tide, which couldn’t match Ari-

zona’s intensity over the final 20

minutes.

Motiejus Krivas, Arizona’s 7-

foot-2 Lithuanian center, finished

with 14 points and 14 rebounds.

Point guard Jaden Bradley added

14 points and seven assists, haunt-

ing the former Crimson Tide pro-

gram that he helped earn the top

overall seed in the 2023 NCAA

Tournament.

Latrell Wrightsell Jr. scored 21

for Alabama. Aiden Sherrell

blocked eight shots but had little

help from the Tide’s frontcourt.

No. 2 Michigan 101, Maryland

83: Yaxel Lendeborg had 29

points, a career-best nine assists

and eight rebounds, and visiting

Michigan rallied from a nine-

point deficit Saturday night to de-

feat Maryland.

Aday Mara scored 18 points for

the Wolverines (10-0, 2-0 Big

Ten), who overcame a halftime

deficit for the second time this

season and the first since they

beat TCU on Nov. 14.

No. 7 Houston 99, New Or-

leans 57: Kingston Flemings,

Chris Cenac Jr., Chase McCarty

and Mercy Miller each scored 15

points, and the host Cougars won

their fourth straight.

Flemings and Cenac, both

freshmen, combined to shoot 11-

for-19 from the field for Houston

(10-1).

No. 8 Gonzaga 82, No. 25

UCLA 72: Graham Ike had 25

points and five assists and the host

Bulldogs improved to 9-1.

Tyler Bilodeau led UCLA (7-3)

with 22 points. He was 4-for-6

from 3-point range. 

No. 9 Michigan St. 76, Penn

St. 72: Divine Ugochukwu

scored a career-high 23 points and

the visiting Spartans overcame a

sloppy performance to beat the

Nittany Lions.

Jaxon Kohler posted his fifth

double-double of the season with

10 points and 12 rebounds while

Carson Cooper added 10 points for

the Spartans (9-1, 2-0 Big Ten),

who committed a season-high 17

turnovers and trailed for long

stretches in both halves.

No. 10 BYU 100, UC Riverside

53: AJ Dybantsa had 26 points,

eight rebounds, and seven assists

to leasd the host Cougars.

Andrew Henderson led UC Ri-

verside (5-6) with 14 points and BJ

Kolly added 12.

No. 11 Louisville 99, Memphis

73: Ryan Conwell had 17 points

and reserve Adrian Wooley

scored 15 as he and Kasean Pryor

alternated making six of the Car-

dinals’ seven consecutive 3-point-

ers during a first-half surge that

rocketed host Louisville past

Memphis.

The Cardinals (9-1) converted

18 of 35 attempts from long range,

second to their 20 made 3s against

NJIT on Nov. 26. 

No. 23 Nebraska 83, No. 13 Il-

linois 80: Jamarques Lawrence

hit a 3-point shot with less than a

second remaining Saturday to

give the Cornhuskers a road win.

Undefeated Nebraska (11-0, 2-0

Big Ten) is off to the best start in

program history. 

No. 14 North Carolina 80,

USC-Upstate 62: Caleb Wilson

had 20 points and 11 rebounds to

lead the host Tar Heels past USC

Upstate.

No. 15 Vanderbilt 83, Central

Arkansas 72: Tyler Nickel scored

a career-high 30 points and the

host Commodores beat Central

Arkansas.

Tyler Tanner had 12 points,

nine rebounds and seven assists

for Vanderbilt, and Jalen Wash-

ington added 12 points and seven

rebounds. 

No. 17 Arkansas 93, No. 16

Texas Tech 86: Trevon Brazile

scored 18 of his 24 points after

halftime and finished with 10 re-

bounds as the visiting Razorbacks

overcame the Red Raiders in a re-

match of a Sweet 16 game in last

season’s NCAA Tournament.

Arkansas (8-2), which trailed

by as many as 10 points before

halftime, went ahead for good on

Brazile’s driving layup that made

it 78-77 with 5:20 left. 

No. 18 Florida 80, George

Washington 70: Xaivian Lee

scored 24 points to lead the host

Gators over George Washington

in the second game of the Orange

Bowl Basketball Classic.

No. 19 Kansas 77, NC State

76 (OT): Melvin Council Jr. had

career highs of 36 points and nine

made 3-pointers to help the visit-

ing Jayhawks edge the Wolfpack.

No. 22 St. John’s 91, Iona 64:

Oziyah Sellers scored 16 of his 19

points in the second half, Zuby

Ejiofor tied a career-high by

blocking eight shots for the sec-

ond straight game and host St.

John’s survived a difficult start

and pulled away for a victory over

Iona.

TOP 25 ROUNDUP

No. 1 Arizona pushes past No. 12 Alabama in second half 
Associated Press 

VASHA HUNT/AP 

Arizona forward Tobe Awaka, left, grabs a rebound in the first half
against Alabama on Saturday in Birmingham, Ala.
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NEW YORK — Fernando Men-

doza, the enthusiastic quarter-

back of No. 1 Indiana, won the

Heisman Trophy on Saturday

night, becoming the first Hoosier

to win college football’s most pres-

tigious award since its inception in

1935.

Mendoza claimed 2,362 points,

including 643 first-place votes. He

beat Vanderbilt quarterback Die-

go Pavia (1,435 points), Notre

Dame running back Jeremiyah

Love (719 points) and Ohio State

quarterback Julian Sayin (432

points).

Mendoza’s Heisman win was

emphatic. He finished first in all

six Heisman regions, the first to do

so since Caleb Williams in 2022.

He was named on 95.16% of all bal-

lots, tying him with Marcus Ma-

riota in 2014 for the second highest

in the award’s history and he re-

ceived 84.6% of total possible

points, which is the seventh high-

est in Heisman history.

“I haven’t seen the numbers

yet,” said Mendoza, “but it’s such

an honor to be mentioned with

these guys (Pavia, Love and Say-

in). It’s really a credit to our team.

It’s a team award.”

Mendoza guided the Hoosiers to

their first No. 1 ranking and the top

seed in the 12-team College Foot-

ball bracket, throwing for 2,980

yards and a national-best 33

touchdown passes while also run-

ning for six scores. Indiana, the

last unbeaten team in major col-

lege football, will play a College

Football Playoff quarterfinal

game in the Rose Bowl on Jan. 1.

Mendoza, the Hoosiers’ first-

year starter after transferring

from California, is the triggerman

for an offense that surpassed pro-

gram records for touchdowns and

points set during last season’s sur-

prise run to the CFP.

A redshirt junior, the once light-

ly recruited Miami native is the

second Heisman finalist in school

history, joining 1989 runner-up

Anthony Thompson. Mendoza is

the seventh Indiana player to earn

a top-10 finish in Heisman ballot-

ing and it marks another first in

program history — having back-

to-back players in the top 10. Hoo-

siers quarterback Kurtis Rourke

was ninth last year.

With his teammates chanting

“HeismanDoza” as he addressed

the media, he said there felt like a

realistic chance of winning the

Heisman when the Hoosiers rout-

ed then No. 19 Illinois 63-10 on

Sept. 20.

“At that point my boys (team-

mates) said we might make it to

New York (for the award ceremo-

ny),” he said. “It was lighthearted

at the time, but that’s when it start-

ed. “Quarterbacks have won the

Heisman four of the last five

years, with two-way player Travis

Hunter of Colorado ending the run

last season.

Mendoza is the 43rd quarter-

back to win the Heisman and the

second winner of Latin American

descent to claim the trophy. Stan-

ford’s Jim Plunkett was the first in

1970.

“Although I grew up in Ameri-

ca, my four grandparents are all

from Cuba,” he said. “I had the op-

portunity to go there and that was

important to me. I credit the love

to my grandparents and the His-

panic community.”

The Heisman Trophy presenta-

tion came after a number of acco-

lades were already awarded.

Mendoza was named The Associ-

ated Press player of the year ear-

lier this week and picked up the

Maxwell and Davey O’Brien

awards Friday night while Love

won the Doak Walker Award.

Mendoza and Pavia clearly ex-

emplify the changing landscape of

using the transfer portal in college

football. Mendoza is the seventh

transfer to win the award in the

last nine years. Vanderbilt is Pa-

via’s third school.

Confident Commodore
Pavia finished second with 189

first-place votes. He threw for a

school-record 3,192 yards and 27

touchdowns for the Commodores,

who were pushing for a CFP berth

all the way to the bracket an-

nouncement. He is the first Heis-

man finalist in Vanderbilt history.

Pavia led Vanderbilt to its first

10-win season along with six wins

against Southeastern Conference

foes. That includes four wins over

ranked programs as Vandy

reached No. 9, its highest ranking

in The Associated Press Top 25

since 1937.

Pavia went from being un-

recruited out of high school to ju-

nior college, New Mexico State

and finally Vanderbilt in 2024

through the transfer portal. Vandy

next plays in the ReliaQuest Bowl

against Iowa on Dec. 31.

Irish Love
The last running back to win the

Heisman was Alabama’s Derrick

Henry in 2015. Love put himself in

the mix with an outstanding sea-

son for Notre Dame. He finished

with 46 first-place votes.

The junior from St. Louis was

fourth in the Bowl Subdivision in

yards rushing (1,372), fifth in per-

game average (114.3) and third

with 18 rushing touchdowns for

the Fighting Irish.

He was the first player in Notre

Dame’s storied history to produce

multiple TD runs of 90 or more

yards, a 98-yarder against Indiana

in the first round of last year’s

playoffs and a 94-yarder against

Boston College earlier this season.

Buckeyes’ leader
Sayin led the Buckeyes to a No. 1

ranking for most of the season,

throwing for 3,329 yards while ty-

ing for second in the country with

31 TD passes ahead of their CFP

quarterfinal at the Cotton Bowl on

Dec. 31.

The sophomore from Carlsbad,

Calif., arrived at Ohio State after

initially committing to Alabama

and entering the transfer portal

following a coaching change. He

led the Buckeyes to a 14-7 win in

the opener against preseason No. 1

Texas and kept the team atop the

AP Top 25 for 13 straight weeks,

tying its second-longest run.

Sayin follows a strong lineage of

Ohio State quarterbacks since

coach Ryan Day arrived in 2017.

Dwayne Haskins (2018), Justin

Fields (2019), C.J. Stroud (2021),

and Kyle McCord (2023) aver-

aged 3,927 passing yards, 40 TDs,

and six interceptions, along with a

68.9% completion rate during

their first seasons.

Indiana’s Mendoza wins Heisman

TODD VAN EMST/AP 

Indiana NCAA college football quarterback Fernando Mendoza celebrates his Heisman Trophy achievement
in New York on Saturday. Mendoza is the first Hoosier to win the Heisman trophy.

QB first Hoosier to claim award, and margin was emphatic with 643 first-place votes

BY EVERETT MERRILL

Associated Press 

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — The firm

hired by Michigan to search for a

football coach to replace Sherrone

Moore has contacted representa-

tives for Arizona State’s Kenny

Dillingham and Missouri’s Eli

Drinkwitz, according to a person

familiar with the situation.

The person spoke to The Associ-

ated Press on condition of ano-

nymity Saturday because they

were not authorized to share de-

tails of the search.

Moore was fired on Wednesday,

when the school said an investiga-

tion uncovered his inappropriate

relationship with a staffer. Two

days later, Moore was charged

with three crimes after prosecu-

tors said he “barged his way” into

the apartment of a woman he’d

been having an affair with and

threatened to kill himself.

College football’s winningest

program suddenly needs a coach.

After the 35-year-old Dilling-

ham was linked to numerous open

jobs last month, he said he was not

leaving his alma mater.

Two weeks ago, Drinkwitz

agreed to a six-year contract that

increases his average compensa-

tion to $10.75 million annually.

Michigan is hoping to hire a

coach this month, helping its

chances of retaining recruits and

keeping key players out of the

transfer portal in January.

Dillingham, who is from Scotts-

dale, Ariz., graduated from Ari-

zona State in 2013 and started his

coaching career as an assistant for

the Sun Devils. After coaching at

Memphis, he was the offensive co-

ordinator for Auburn, Florida

State and Oregon before returning

to Arizona State.

The 42-year-old Drinkwitz is 46-

28 in six seasons at Missouri after

going 12-1 in a year at Appalachian

State. 

ROSS D. FRANKLIN/AP 

Michigan is hoping to intereview
Arizona State head coach Kenny
Dillingham for its vacancy. 

Drinkwitz,
Dillingham
on short list
for Michigan

BY LARRY LAGE

Associated Press 
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INGLEWOOD, Calif. — De-

mond Williams Jr. threw three of

his four touchdown passes in the

second quarter, and Washington

had five interceptions as the Hus-

kies kicked off bowl season with a

38-10 victory over Boise State in

the LA Bowl on Saturday night.

Denzel Boston made a 78-yard

TD catch for Washington’s first

score before Dezmen Roebuck,

Raiden Vines-Bright and Quentin

Moore caught TD passes for the

Huskies (9-4) in the school’s

fourth victory in its last five bowl

games.

Washington had no players opt

out of bowl participation from its

solid Big Ten roster, and it showed

in its overwhelming performance

against the Mountain West cham-

pion Broncos (9-5). The Huskies

scored 38 consecutive points after

yielding a field goal on Boise

State’s opening drive.

“They treated the game as we

asked them to, which is a cham-

pionship game, a championship

opportunity,” coach Jedd Fisch

said. “As we’re sitting here with

nine wins, really proud of our

players, and tonight was a great

football game.”

Jonah Coleman rushed for 86

yards and a TD in his final game at

Washington, while Boston had six

catches for 125 yards in what

might be the junior star’s farewell.

The Huskies scored four touch-

downs in a stretch of less than 13

minutes spanning halftime, blow-

ing it open.

“We knew what they were going

to play on defense, so that second

quarter was just a mentality

thing,” Williams said.

Washington dominated its LA

Bowl debut in the fifth and possi-

bly final edition of the postseason

game created in tandem with SoFi

Stadium, which opened in 2020 for

the city’s two NFL teams. Bowl of-

ficials haven’t confirmed reports

the game won’t be played next

year.

Maddux Madsen threw two in-

terceptions in a 51-yard first half

before sitting down for Boise

State, which dropped to 0-3 in the

bowl games following its three

straight conference titles under

coach Spencer Danielson.

Madsen wore a protective boot

while watching the second half of

his second game back from a

month’s absence with a lower leg

injury.

“A lesser competitor wouldn’t

have even tried to play in this

game,” Danielson said of Madsen.

“That’s our quarterback. Do we

need to get better? Do we need to

improve? Are we going to com-

pete? All yes, but I’m unwavering

in the fact that I believe in Maddux

Madsen.”

Max Cutforth did little better,

throwing three more intercep-

tions — including two on consec-

utive plays — before finishing

with 202 yards passing and a late

TD.

The Broncos also lost the LA

Bowl to UCLA in 2023, but made

the College Football Playoff last

season.

Williams passed for 214 yards

while throwing four TD passes in

a bowl game for the second time.

Williams also did it last Decem-

ber in the Sun Bowl, and he fin-

ished a solid sophomore season

with one dynamic throw after an-

other.

Washington broke out midway

through the second when Boise

State’s secondary left its best re-

ceiver running alone down the

middle. Boston went untouched

for his 11th receiving TD and the

20th of his career, the eighth Hus-

kies receiver to hit that mark.

“Once I turned around and I

saw there was no safeties and my

guy running free, I was just trying

to make it as catchable as possi-

ble,” Williams said.

Two snaps after Williams hit

Roebuck for a 6-yard TD, Madsen

threw an atrocious interception to

Rahshawn Clark. Williams found

Vines-Bright for the freshman’s

first TD with 1:17 left.

On Washington’s first drive af-

ter halftime, Moore fought off a

defender to catch a 32-yarder for

the tight end’s second TD in four

seasons — although an official

flagged Moore for unsportsman-

like conduct when he celebrated

with a powerful Gronk Spike in a

bowl game hosted by tight end

Rob Gronkowski.

Cutforth threw an end-zone in-

terception to Leroy Bryant in the

fourth quarter, and 295-pound

edge rusher Deshawn Lynch re-

turned another interception 57

yards on Boise State’s next snap.

Washington routs Boise State in LA Bowl
BY GREG BEACHAM

Associated Press

KYUSUNG GONG/AP 

Washington quarterback Demond Williams Jr. holds up the championship belt after beating Boise State in the
LA Bowl on Saturday in Inglewood, Calif. Williams made four touchdown passes in the Huskies’ 38-10 win.

ranked Army team — which had

just won the American Confe-

rence title — lost to the Midship-

men last year.

The teams traded touchdown

drives to start the game, each last-

ing 13 plays, 75 yards and over

seven minutes. Horvath had a 5-

yard scoring run, and Black

Knights quarterback Cale Hel-

lums answered with a 2-yarder.

Army’s first drive didn’t end until

5 seconds into the second quarter.

Then it was a while before

anyone reached the end zone

again. With the Black Knights up

10-7 late in the second quarter,

the ball slipped out of Horvath’s

hand while he was looking to pass.

Army recovered the fumble at its

own 45 with 20 seconds to play

and moved into range for a 45-

yard field goal by Dawson Jones.

Navy’s defense stiffened in the

second half, but the Midshipmen

still flirted with disaster. Horvath

threw an interception in the third

quarter that was initially re-

“That’s probably the last thing

you want to see on the 1-yard line

is you turn around and the ball is

just bouncing behind you,” Hei-

denreich said. “I was blocking

down. I thought he had pushed in,

and kind of out of my peripheral I

saw it going behind me.”

On the next play, Horvath was

nearly sacked, but he was able to

throw the ball toward Tecza as he

went down. The ball fell incom-

plete instead of being caught

around the 15, which was just as

well for Navy because it made go-

ing for it on fourth down a more

viable option.

“I kind of felt like we had to,”

Midshipmen coach Brian New-

berry said. “The nature of what

they do offensively, despite how

well we played in the second half,

you may not get the ball back.”

Even after Heidenreich’s

touchdown and a Black Knights

punt, Navy still had to escape one

more near-turnover. On third-

and-3 from the Army 43, the ball

popped loose on a run by Hor-

vath, but he was able to catch it

out of the air. It came loose again

and the Black Knights recovered,

but after a review, Horvath was

ruled down before the second

fumble — a yard short of the line

to gain.

Tecza then ran for the first

down that enabled the Midship-

men to kneel out the clock, and

Horvath appeared to wave good-

bye at the Army sideline. There

was a bit of a ruckus near mid-

field after the final kneel-down

before things eventually calmed

down for the traditional singing of

the alma maters.

“They want to talk all their crap

during the game and act like

they’re so tough,” Horvath said.

“The excuse last year was that

they played a conference cham-

pionship game before us. This

year, we’ll see what it is.”

The Black Knights were trying

to turn the tables on Navy after a

turned to the end zone — before a

replay showed the Black Knights’

Justin Weaver had a knee down

when he picked off the pass at the

Navy 32. Army had to settle for

three — Dawson connected on a

career-long 48-yard kick.

The Midshipmen’s Wing-T of-

fense has been explosive this sea-

son. They entered the day with an

FBS-high 10 plays of at least 60

yards. The Black Knights mostly

kept them contained, but Horvath

slipped free for a 37-yard run that

set up a third-quarter field goal

that made it 16-10.

After Hellums’ underthrown

pass was intercepted by Phillip

Hamilton, giving Navy the ball at

the 50 with 11:19 to play, Tecza’s

24-yard run made it first-and-goal

from the 5.

Navy: Defense shines on both sides
as Midshipmen break through late

DANIEL KUCIN JR./AP 

Navy quarterback Blake Horvath runs with the ball during the first half
against Army on Saturday in Baltimore, Md.
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BALTIMORE — Blake Horvath to Eli Heidenreich.
That’s the connection that led Navy to such a memora-

ble season — and the two of them came through again on
the biggest play of the biggest game.

Horvath threw an 8-yard touchdown pass to Heiden-
reich with 6:32 remaining — on fourth-and-goal — and the
No. 22 Midshipmen rallied to beat Army 17-16 on Satur-
day. Heidenreich, the career and single-season franchise
leader in yards receiving, caught six of Horvath’s seven
completions on the day.

“Who wouldn’t go to him?” Horvath said. “Talk about an
all-time Navy legend. You’re going to be talking about Eli
Heidenreich for years and years and years.”

Although it was clearly a passing situation, and Heiden-
reich was the Midshipmen’s top target, he was single cov-
ered over the middle.

“Tried to bring some pressure on them,” Black Knights
coach Jeff Monken said. “Good throw and good catch.”

With President Donald Trump in attendance, Navy
(10-2) got its second straight victory over Army (6-6), and
the Midshipmen won the Commander In Chief’s Trophy
for a second straight season. The Black Knights have not
beaten a Navy team that was ranked by the AP since 1955.

Horvath was fortunate to have the chance to throw that
decisive touchdown pass. On second-and-goal from the 1,
he lost the ball while attempting a tush push. Army line-
backer Eric Ford had a chance to scoop it up, but Midship-
men running back Alex Tecza lunged over to prevent that,
and Heidenreich eventually fell on the ball back at the 8.

DANIEL KUCIN JR./AP 

Navy running back Eli Heidenreich catches a touchdown pass during the second half against Army 
on Saturday in Baltimore, Md. The Midshipmen beat the Black Knights 17-16.
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Coming
through
Horvath to Heidenreich
on 4th-and-goal leads
No. 22 Navy over Army

BY NOAH TRISTER

Associated Press

SEE NAVY ON PAGE 23


