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Impeached
President
Yoon taken
Into custody

By Kim Tong-Hyung
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korea’s impeached president,
Yoon Suk Yeol, was sent to a de-
tention center near Seoul on
Wednesday night, after being
questioned by anti-corruption of-
ficials who took him into custody
over his imposition of martial law
last month.

Yoon was detained in a major
law enforcement operation at the
presidential compound earlier in
the day. Yoon de-
fiantly insisted
that the coun-
try’s  anti-cor-
ruption agency,
which led the
raid with police,
didn’t have the
authority to in-
vestigate his ac-
tions, but said he complied to pre-
vent violence.

Yoon, the country’s first sitting
president to be apprehended, now
faces the prospect of a lengthy
prison term over potential rebel-
lion charges.

In a video message recorded
shortly before he was escorted to
the headquarters of the anti-cor-
ruption agency, Yoon lamented
the “rule of law has completely
collapsed in this country.”

Yoon had been holed up in the
Hannam-dong residence in the
capital, Seoul, for weeks while
vowing to “fight to the end” the ef-
forts to oust him. He has justified
his declaration of martial law Dec.
3 as alegitimate act of governance
against an “anti-state” opposition
employing its legislative majority
to thwart his agenda.

The Corruption Investigation

Yoon

SEE YOON ON PAGE 13

DiANA GARclIA/U.S. Marine Corps

U.S. Marines with 3rd Intelligence Battalion, IIl Marine Expeditionary Force Information Group, maneuver toward a checkpoint during an
exercise at Jungle Warfare Training Center, Camp Gonsalves, Okinawa, Japan, in December.

Prioritizing the Pacific

Prospective Pentagon chief says he will emphasize a military buildup in the region

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — The
prospective next Pentagon chief
says he will prioritize a military
buildup in the Pacific in connec-
tion with a global force review that
will reassess how many troops are
needed in other parts of the world.

Pete Hegseth offered a glimpse
of his plans and approach to over-
seas operations in a 7S-page writ-
ten response to lawmaker ques-
tions ahead of his testimony Tues-
day before the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee in Washington.

During  the ey
hearing, Heg- g
seth  defended
himself against a
wide range of ac-
cusations relat-
ed to his person-
al life and views
on women in
combat. But the U.S. military’s
missions abroad largely were
glossed over.

However, in written testimony,
Hegseth put the U.S. military role
in the Pacific front and center.

“We need to accelerate efforts

to strengthen our force posture
and increase operational capabil-
ities in the Indo-Pacific, given Chi-
na’s historic and rapid military
buildup and the urgent need to re-
establish deterrence,” Hegseth
wrote in testimony released Tues-
day.

Hegseth said he would take
steps to “urgently strengthen de-
terrence” across the Pacific and
seek funding to make a more for-
midable force there possible.

Hegseth stopped short of detail-
ing what military assets he would
like to move to the region, but his

anticipated force posture review
would impact Pentagon missions
in Africa, Europe and the Middle
East.

Combatant commands that
oversee those regions also would
be subjected to a review. Hegseth
made no mention of adding or cut-
ting resources to U.S. European,
Central and Africa commands,
saying instead that he would seek
to get more support out of allies
and partners in those areas.

But officials expected to have

SEE PACIFIC ON PAGE 6
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Jack Daniel’s parent paring workforce, closing barrel plant

Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Spirits gi-
ant Brown-Forman Corp. said
Tuesday it’s reducing its global
workforce by about 12% and clos-
ing its hometown barrel-making
plant in Louisville.

The cost-cutting moves come as
American whiskey producers face
stiff challenges from changing
consumer trends and renewed
tariff threats.

The actions are projected to
produce about $70 million to $80
million in annualized cost savings,

a portion of which is expected to
be reinvested as part of the com-
pany’s growth strategy, said
Louisville-based Brown-Forman,
whose flagship brand is Jack Da-
niel’s Tennessee Whiskey.

The company’s cooperage,
where barrels are made to store
and age its spirits, will close by
April 25, affecting about 210 hour-
ly and salaried employees, it said.
The closure is part of the overall
12% reduction in the company’s
5,400-employee global workforce.
Laid-off workers will receive sev-
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DOD expands eligibility for flex spending

National Guard troops on full-time active duty are now eligible to enroll in accounts

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Stars and Stripes

National Guard troops on full-
time active duty are now eligible to
enroll in a tax-advantaged, health
care flexible spending account, ac-
cording to a spokesman for the De-
partment of Defense.

Guard members on Title 32 duty
became eligible for the health care
accounts on Nov. 24 for the 2025
plan, spokesperson Joshua Wick
wrote in an email this month to
Stars and Stripes.

“A Health Care Flexible Spend-
ing Account is an optional benefit

that enables service members to
set aside up to $3,300 in pre-tax
earnings to pay for health expens-
es such as co-pays and cost shares,
vision, dental, and drug store
items,” he said.

Title 32 orders are issued by the
states, typically in the event of nat-
ural disasters, such as the approxi-
mately 2,500 California National
Guard members called up Sunday
to help fight wildfires in the Los
Angeles area. Title 10 orders are
federal orders calling Guard
troops to duty for national defense.

The recent update also includes

allactive-duty membersofthe U.S.
Coast Guard, Coast Guard reserv-
ists on active duty for more than
180 days and Reserve component
managers, Coast Guard Head-
quarters spokesperson Lt. Krystal
Wolfe told Stars and Stripes by
email Jan. 9.

“U.S. Coast Guard Reserve
Members not on active-duty or-
ders for more than 180 days are not
eligible,” Wolfe said.

Active-duty service members
along with Guard and Reserve
members on Title 10 orders are al-
so eligible to participate in the

Health Care Flexible Spending
Account and Dependent Care
Flexible Spending Account pro-
grams, according to fsafeds.gov
website.

“Reserve members not per-
forming [Active Guard Reserve]
duty are not eligible for either pro-
gram,” Wick said.

The fsafeds.gov website as of
Wednesday has been updated to
include the recent changes of eligi-
bility for Title 32 and Coast Guard
members for the 2025 enrollment
season.

A Dependent Care Flexible

Spending Account is also a pre-tax
benefit account used to pay for eli-
gible dependent care services,
such as preschool, summer day
camp, before or after school pro-
grams and child or adult day care,
according to fsafeds.gov website.

Uniformed service members
may enroll in the health care flexi-
ble spending account during a spe-
cial period March 3 to 31.

Afterward, first-year service
members may enroll during the
normal Federal Benefits Open
Season that occurs mid-November
to mid-December, Wick said.

US-Japan
drill builds
on quake
response

By SETH RoBsonN
Stars and Stripes

CAMP ZAMA, Japan — U.S. Army
aviators and Japanese troops are re-
hearsing their disaster response tech-
niques, a year after they flew real-world
missions for victims of a deadly earth-
quake on Japan’s western coast.

Two UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters
from U.S. Army Aviation Battalion Ja-
pan are operating from Camp Yao, near
Osaka, alongside the Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force, said U.S. Army Japan
spokesman Manuel Torres-Cortes.

The aircraft are part of Nankai Res-
cue, a US.-Japan disaster drill that
kicked off Monday and concludes Fri-
day, he wrote in an email Wednesday.

The exercise reprises things the avia-
tors did in January 2024 to help victims
of a New Year’s Day quake on the Noto
Peninsula, battalion commander Lt. Col.
Nick Franck said Wednesday at Camp
Zama, the headquarters of U.S. Army
Japan near Tokyo.

The quake collapsed buildings, shred-
ded highways and Kkilled hundreds of
people in towns and villages on the pen-
insula.

Nankai Rescue involves air move-
ment, bilateral expeditionary oper-
ations, multi-helicopter operations,
long-range communications and for-
ward tactical command, Torres-Cortes
said.

The start of the drill coincided with a
magnitude 6.7 earthquake that struck
southern Japan on Monday evening.
The Japan Meteorological Agency on
Wednesday advised the public to expect
possible tremors in coming days in the
wake of that earthquake.

Japan is one of the world’s most earth-
quake-prone countries and sits on the

AxiFumi IsHIKAWA/ Stars and Stripes

A UH-60 Black Hawk takes off Wednesday from Camp Zama, Japan.

Ring of Fire, a region of seismic faults
around the Pacific.

In March 2011, a massive magnitude 9
quake — the strongest ever recorded in
Japan — struck the Tohoku region in the
country’s northwest.

The quake and ensuing tsunami killed
more than 19,000 people and caused a
meltdown at the Fukushima Daiichi nu-
clear power plant. U.S. Forces Japan has
pitched in with disaster-relief missions
following that and other earthquakes.

In April 2016, U.S. forces airlifted
thousands of pounds of
supplies to Kumamo-
to, on the southern is-
land of Kyushu, after a
series of quakes Kkilled
dozens of people and
damaged thousands of
homes.

Franck, who com-
mands 40 soldiers and
40 American and Ja-
panese civilians operating five Black
Hawks at Zama and a pair of UC-35 air-
craft at nearby Naval Air Facility Atsu-
gi, flew missions during last year’s
earthquake response.

The American participation in this
week’s drill reflects “our Japanese part-
ners knowing what our capabilities are,”
he said, noting that Nankai Rescue mir-

Franck

rors what the unit did on the Noto Penin-
sula.

That mission involved ferrying per-
sonnel and supplies from Komatsu Air-
port in Ishikawa prefecture to Noto Air-
port, which was too damaged by the
quake to accommodate fixed-wing air-
craft, recalled Franck, who flew one of
the Black Hawks involved in the disas-
ter response.

The seasoned pilot was struck by the
organized Japanese relief effort and the
damage he saw. He still has photos on
his phone showing cracked buildings at
Noto Airport.

“It was cold, and they probably
couldn’t use the road system,” he said.

Another pilot in that mission, Chief
Warrant Officer 4 Jacob Schmidt, also
has memories of the damage, including
large cracks in the ground visible from
the air.

“Being able to immediately respond
and bring supplies to a community in
need was fulfilling on our end and you
could see how appreciative the locals
were,” he said Wednesday at Zama.

A battalion Black Hawk is scheduled
to lift off Thursday from Zama for a “Ti-
ger” formation flight over Tokyo with
Japanese helicopters, Ospreys and
fixed-wing aircraft marking the start of
a new year, Franck said.

oth Fleet honored
for years of work to
disrupt smuggling

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Sth Fleet was awarded the
Navy Expeditionary Medal on Tuesday for actions
disrupting smuggling efforts during a three-year pe-
riod.

Operation Unified Takedown is an effort to disrupt
smuggling networks that fund extremism and con-
tribute to the global circulation of illegal substances.

Sailors and Marines who participated in the oper-
ation from Oct. 1, 2021, to Sept. 30, 2024, seized more
than 70 tons of explosive propellants, 1,400 weapons,
226,000 rounds of ammunition and 43,000 kilograms
of narcotics, the service said in a news release.

“The sailors
B More than 70 tons of

and Marines of
U.S. Sth Fleet .
> explosive propellants,

have set an ex-

traordinary 1,400 weapons,
standard of ex-

collence  and 226,009_ rounds of
perseverance,”  ammunition and
Navy Secretary .

Carlos Dol Toro 43,009 kllogram§ of
said in a state- harcotics were seized
ment.  “Their

success in Op- over 3 years

eration Unified Takedown has not only enhanced
maritime security but also strengthened global part-
nerships and fostered long-term regional stability.”

The Sth Fleet’s area of responsibility includes the
Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Arabian Sea and parts of the
Indian Ocean. U.S. warships and commercial vessels
have come under attack there for more than a year.

The Houthis, an Iranian-backed militant group in
Yemen, have targeted some 100 merchant vessels
transiting the Red Sea with missiles and drones since
the war in Gaza started in October 2023, The Associ-
ated Press reported. Some missiles and drones have
either been intercepted by a U.S.-led coalition in the
Red Sea or failed to reach their targets, which have
included Western military vessels as well.

The Houthi rebels maintain they target ships
linked to Israel, the U.S. or the United Kingdom to
force an end to Israel’s campaign against Hamas mil-
itants in Gaza, according to the AP.

However, many of the ships attacked have little or
no connection to the conflict. Houthi leaders have
made multiple recent claims, without evidence, of
successful attacks against U.S. targets.
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Victims testify in sex abuse court-martial

By GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes

JOINT BASE LEWIS-
MCCHORD, Wash. — A former
sergeant testified at Maj. Michael
Stockin’s court-martial for sex
abuse charges that he sought pain
relief to “stay in the fight” as an in-
fantry unit leader, only to experi-
ence “anger, anxiety, irritation”
after being molested by the Army
doctor at the military base in
Washington state.

“It was such a gut-wrenching
feeling,” he testified

The sergeant said he had avoid-
ed treatment for injuries from
combat deployments in Afghanis-
tan and Iraq, and struggled with
pain from frequent marching with
full gear.

“I couldn’t ruck, and if I
couldn’t ruck, how could I order
the soldiers in my unit to ruck,” he
told those gathered in the court-
room. “I wanted to lead from the
front.”

So the soldier finally had an ap-
pointment with Stockin at which
he was told to disrobe and was
touched on his genitals. The doc-
tor told him it was part of a stan-
dard examination, he said.

That incident drove the soldier
to “hang it up” and leave the Army
instead of taking a promotion.

“The experience resonated
throughout my life, my family,”
the sergeant said. “I buried my
head in the sand.”

He was among 17 service mem-
bers and veterans who testified
Friday, Saturday, and Monday in
Stockin’s court-martial for sexual-
ly abusing 41 patients at the Le-
wis-McChord hospital.

Stockin pleaded guilty last week
to 36 counts of abusive sexual con-
tact and five counts of indecent
viewing of the naked bodies of ser-
vice members. The doctor was
facing charges that could add up
to 250 years in prison.

But under a plea deal, Stockin
will be dismissed from the Army,
lose all pay and benefits, and be
required to register as a sex offen-
der. As a felon, he would likely
lose the right to vote or own fire-
arms.

)%

KOMO News-Seattle

Army Maj. Michael Stockin leaves his court-martial at Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, Wash., on Jan. 7 after pleading guilty to 41 counts of
sexual abuse of former patients. Behind him is his lead defense

attorney Robert Capovilla.

Col. Larry Babin, the military
judge in the trial, told Stockin that
pleading guilty meant he had de-
cided to accept a verdict that “will
forever stigmatize the character
of his service” and damage his
“economic and social acceptabil-
ity.”

The judge still must render a
sentence, which could include
prison time. Prosecutors want
him to serve 164 months in jail —
just less than 14 years. Stockin’s
lawyers are seeking 118 months,
or less than 10 years.

The victims testified as part of
the prosecutor’s case for a longer
sentence.

Privates, sergeants, warrant of-
ficers, lieutenants, and captains
came to the stand. Most serve or
served in the Army. Stars and
Stripes does not name people who
identify themselves as victims of
sexual abuse unless the person
has agreed to be named.

Madigan Army Medical Center
at Lewis-McChord is the top mil-
itary hospital in the Pacific North-
west and serves all troops needing
to see doctors in medical special-
ties — such as pain management
— because they might not be able
to find the care at their base. Some
of Stockin’s victims who testified

served in the Navy and Air Force.

The victims sought treatment
from Stockin for various reasons
— from shoulder pain from load-
ing missiles onto planes on air-
craft carriers to hernias from lift-
ing heavy loads to injuries from
automobile accidents to spinal
compression from “pounding
dirt” in overseas deployments.

Many of them said their medi-
cal visits were an attempt to han-
dle pain so they could stay in the
military.

One captain said chronic nerve
pain had him thinking about retir-
ing, but his life had revolved
around the military since college
and he was loathe to end his ca-
reer.

“I felt like I had a lot more to
give to the Army,” he said.

The witnesses told of how
Stockin would use his position as a
doctor to make the fondling and
viewing seem like standard parts
of the medical examination, even
when the patient’s pain was not in
their groin area.

“He told me, ‘I need you to drop
trou,’ ” a sergeant first class said.

When the sergeant dropped his
pants but left his underwear on,
the soldier testified Stockin used a
more commanding voice to tell the

patient to remove his underwear.

“No, I said I need you to drop
trou!” the sergeant told the court.

Stockin then fondled him.

Another soldier testified Stock-
in commented on the size of his
penis and said he must be good at
pleasing women.

Nearly all the troops said they
came away with a loss of trust in
doctors and the ability of the mil-
itary to police its ranks for preda-
tor sex offenders.

“Disturbing, disgusting,” one
service member said.

Stockin had transferred to Le-
wis-McChord in July 2019 and
was removed from seeing patients
in February 2022 after initial com-
plaints.

A few of the victims said they
spoke out soon after their inci-
dents with Stockin. Another sol-
dier who has since left the Army
testified Stockin commented on
the size of his penis.

“I told my chain [of command]
right away and was surprised
when nothing happened,” he said.

Others said the exams made
them anxious or uneasy, but they
told themselves that Stockin was
someone in authority whom they
were unused to questioning.

“He was a doctor and an offi-
cer,” said an Army warrant offi-
cer, who called Stockin’s ability to
avoid punishment for so long “a
punch in the gut from the govern-
ment.”

When the Army’s Criminal In-
vestigation Division contacted
him and asked whether he had
been a patient at the base pain
management clinic, the warrant
officer said he knew immediately
what and who they were calling
about.

Many victims said they hid the
full story from their friends and
families. Some even persuaded
themselves nothing wrong had oc-
curred until faced with the evi-
dence compiled against Stockin.

“I convinced myself that what I
thought happened hadn’t hap-
pened,” a sergeant major said.

Others testified they blamed
themselves and felt guilt about the
incidents.

“I should have known better,” a
sergeant said. “I thought, maybe
it’s partially my fault. Did I write a
blank check to the doctor to find a
solution to my pain?”

Following an 18-month CID in-
vestigation, Stockin was initially
charged with abusing nearly two
dozen patients in September 2023.
The reported incidents grew to in-
clude 54 charges by the summer
of 2024.

Others spoke up only when it
became apparent that they were
not the only ones who Stockin had
abused.

“You don’t want to be known as
one who was sexually [abused],”
said a retired sergeant.

Stockin’s plea deal was reached
in September 2024.

Many of the witnesses at the
court-martial were among 22 ser-
vice members who have filed $5
million claims against the Army
for negligence in allowing Stockin
to commit his crimes. The claims
are the first step in trying to sue
the Army in civil court.

All the witnesses who were
asked about the money said they
saw it as a way to call attention to
Stockin’s crimes and force the Ar-
my to face what happened to them
as soldiers.

“Iwasn’t taken seriously when I
complained and there were more
victims after me,” one soldier tes-
tified.

Another said he wanted to be
loyal to the Army but eventually
realized he needed to speak out.

“Why would I pour myself into
this organization when someone
in that organization can do some-
thing like that,” one sergeant said.

Another soldier said, “Actions
speak louder than words and
sometimes it takes action to get at-
tention from a big organization.”

A senior Army sergeant testi-
fied he was on the stand telling his
story publicly because he was ful-
filling his enlistment oath to “bear
true faith and allegiance” to the
Constitution and the Army.

“It is my duty to stop this,” he
said. “I want to make sure no one
can let this happen again to some-
one else.”

Coast Guard members fire at Mexican smugglers off California coast

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

Coast Guard members opened
fire off the coast of San Diego to
disable a vessel smuggling people
into the U.S. after two Mexican
men on the boat attempted to
evade a service patrol by ram-
ming into them, according to court
documents.

The Coast Guard was called to
chase down the boat after Border
Patrol agents detained four people
who got off the vessel at a boat
ramp near Mission Bay Drive

Bridge at about 4 p.m. on Jan. S,
according to court documents
filed in the in U.S. District Courtin
the Southern District of Califor-
nia.

Agents also spotted two men
who remained near the boat and
who did not comply with their
commands. Instead, the men
boarded the boat and drove away
from the dock trying to escape.

The men on the rogue vessel,
which had several fishing poles at-
tached, ignored the Coast Guard’s
emergency lights and directions

to stop.

“The vessel rammed into the
[Coast Guard] vessel, and the two
occupants of the vessel began
throwing metal objects at the
[Coast Guard] boat and its occu-
pants,” according to the court doc-
uments.

Coast Guard members then
fired disabling rounds at the boat’s
motor and shot pepper balls to
subdue the men. Still, the two con-
tinued to fight back as the Coast
Guard members boarded the dis-
abled boat and used pepper spray

on the men.

The two men — Oscar Eduardo
Audelo-Rodriquez and Francisco
Brado-Cota, both of Mexico —
were arrested and taken to Ballast
Point at Naval Base Point Loma,

where they were medically
cleared and taken into federal cus-
tody.

The Coast Guard did not re-
spond Tuesday to a request for in-
formation on the incident.

Three of the four people initially
arrested told Border Patrol agents
that they were from Mexico and

had agreed to pay between $7,000
and $19,000 to be smuggled into
the United States. They identified
Audelo-Rodriquez as the captain
of the vessel, and Brado-Cota as
the co-captain, according to court
documents.

Each year, the Coast Guard en-
counters roughly 3,000 migrants
attempting to enter the U.S. ille-
gally, according to the service. Its
members conduct about 1,400
boardings of high-interest vessels
designated as posing a greater-
than-normal risk to America.
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Marine Corps Osprey
makes precautionary
landing in Japan

By BriaN McELHINEY
AND KEeisH1 Kosa
Stars and Stripes

A Marine Corps Osprey made a
precautionary landing at a com-
mercial airport in southern Japan
on Tuesday after a warning light
activated.

The MV-22B tiltrotor aircraft,
assigned to Marine Medium Til-
trotor Squadron 265, 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing, was doing routine
training when the onboard warn-
ing prompted the pilot to land at
Okinoerabu Airport in Kagoshima
prefecture at 3:54 p.m. wing
spokesman Maj. Joseph Butter-
field wrote in an email Wednes-
day.

There were no injuries or dam-
age to the aircraft or airport, But-
terfield said.

“The pilots and aircrew per-
formed as trained and prioritized
safety by landing the aircraft,” he
wrote. “The aircrew proceeded to
land the aircraft safely in accord-

ance with standard procedures.”

Okinoerabu Island is 37 miles
north of Okinawa and about 330
miles south of Kyushu, the south-
ernmost of Japan’s four main is-
lands.

The tiltrotor returned to its
home base — Marine Corps Air
Station Futenma, Okinawa —
without problems after the crew
conducted “thorough troublesh-
ooting,” Butterfield said. He de-
clined to elaborate on the issue
that caused the warning indica-
tions.

The Kagoshima Airport Office
received a landing request from
the Osprey at 3:44 p.m. and for-
warded it to the Okinoerabu Air-
port Office, a spokesman for the
Kagoshima office said Wednes-
day.

The aircraft departed at 4:07
p.m. after it was confirmed safe to
do so, said a spokesman for the
Kyushu Defense Bureau, an arm
of Japan’s Ministry of Defense.

MANUEL SERRANO/U.S. Marine Corps

An MV-22 Osprey attached to Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron
265 flies in formation during an exercise on Okinawa in October.

The incident caused one com-
mercial flight to be delayed for
about eight minutes, the spokes-
man said.

“Operating our aircraft safely
and effectively is a top priority,
and our aviators take great pre-
cautions to ensure the safety of the
aircrew and the communities in
which we operate,” Butterfield
said. “... Any decision to divert to
alternate landing areas is made
out of an abundance of caution to
prioritize the safety of both our
aircrew and the local communi-
ty.”

Ospreys have faced increased
scrutiny following a series of acci-
dents.

The United States and Japan
grounded their tiltrotor fleets for
nearly three months after eight

airmen were Kkilled when a
CV-22B Osprey with Air Force
Special Operations Command
crashed Nov. 29, 2023, off Japan.

The investigation determined a
catastrophic mechanical failure
was to blame, compounded by a
“lack of urgency” by the crew to
address an engine problem.

U.S. tiltrotors were briefly
grounded again on Dec. 6 after a
CV-22B Osprey from Cannon Air
Force Base, N.M., lost an engine
but landed safely following warn-
ings about metal gears in the pro-
protor gearbox.

On Dec. 20, Naval Air Systems
Command, which oversees the
Osprey program, issued new gui-
delines for the aircraft’s transmis-
sion, specifically the metal gears
inside the proprotor gearbox.

Diverted KC-135
refueler lands
safely at Yokota

By JosErH DITZLER
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
Air Force emergency responders
turned out Wednesday morning
for an aerial refueler that divert-
ed to this airlift hub in western
Tokyo.

A KC-13S Stratotanker taxied
to a ramp on the southwest cor-
ner of Yokota’s airfield, where at
11 a.m. it was surrounded by a
half-dozen Yokota Fire Depart-
ment vehicles, lights turning.

The tanker, assigned to the
909th Air Refueling Squadron at
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, had
diverted to Yokota due to a main-
tenance issue, 374th Airlift Wing
spokesman Master Sgt. Nathan
Allen said in an email.

Allen said there were no in-
juries. He did not elaborate on
the nature of the maintenance is-
sue.

The emergency response oc-
curred within sight of the main
road that connects Yokota’s cen-
tral area with its east side and
crosses the southern end of the
runway. Drivers making midday
trips across the base had a front-
row view of the tanker and the
fire department response.
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DOD ends

By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

American service members can
once again display the U.S. flag
horizontally at sporting events
and other official ceremonies, the
Pentagon said in a memo that re-
verses restrictions enacted two
years ago.

Defense Department personnel
may now show the flag, “regard-
less of its size or position, at eligi-
ble public sporting and other com-
munity events, provided that such
displays are done in a respectful
manner,” a DOD memo issued
Friday said.

The updated guidelines follow
changes to the U.S. Flag Code un-
der the latest National Defense
Authorization Act. The purpose of
the code is to provide guidance on
properly displaying the flag, in-
cluding details regarding size,
placement and handling.

Under the old rules outlined on
Feb. 10, 2023, uniformed service
members were barred from par-
ticipating directly in the “unfur-
ling, holding, and/or carrying of
giant horizontal U.S. flags.”

Military jump teams also were
formerly prevented from incorpo-
rating the U.S. flag in their demon-
strations if it couldn’t “be caught
reliably and handled respectfully
by ground personnel.”

ban on horizontal flag display at events
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MicHAEL SCHWENK/U.S. Army National Guard

The U.S. Navy parachute demonstration team descends into MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, N.J., in
2022. While service members can once again unfurl the American flag horizontally, they are still barred
from letting the flag land on the ground during parachute demonstrations in which it is attached to the
jumper, according to the Defense Department.

It remains against DOD rules
for flags toland on the ground dur-
ing parachute demonstrations in
which they are attached to the
jumper, according to the memo,
signed by Chris Meagher, assis-

tant to the secretary of defense for
public affairs.

The rules must be followed by
DOD personnel handling the flag
at events in the U.S. and abroad.
Service members traditionally

unfurl the flag at the Super Bowl
and other major American sport-
ing events.

They have also been used in flag
displays at National Football
League and Major League Base-

ball games in foreign countries.

The Flag Code is referenced in
DOD regulations. According to
the code, the Stars and Stripes
should never touch anything be-
neath it, including the ground,
floor, water or merchandise.

An exception is made for cas-
kets draped in the flag during fu-
neral honors so long as it isn’t lo-
wered into the grave or allowed to
touch the ground.

While the revisions maintain
that the flag usually should not be
carried flat, they allow for excep-
tions that “may be necessary in
limited circumstances.” That stip-
ulation was absent in the 2023
DOD guidance.

Pentagon officials have been
concerned with flag protocol in re-
cent years and addressed troops
on the issue in earlier memos.

In 2020, DOD issued a policy
that banned the display of unau-
thorized flags on military installa-
tions, buildings and vehicles. It ef-
fectively prohibited Confederate
flags and other controversial ban-
ners without spelling out which
flags were off-limits.

In the wake of the 2023 memo
that was overturned last week,
Meagher encouraged bases “to
work with sponsors of community
events to develop other ways to
showcase the patriotism and capa-
bilities of our military.”

Pacific: 2 Trump DOD picks agree Europe must spend more on defense

FROM PAGE 1

key roles in President-elect Do-
nald Trump’s new administration
have made clear that allies in Eu-
rope and elsewhere will need to
pick up any slack that comes with
a sharper military shift to the Pa-
cific.

Hegseth reiterated that posi-
tion. In the CENTCOM area, part-
ners should be empowered to
counter terrorist groups, he said.

“If confirmed, I would also look
toincrease regional and European
cooperation in countering the Ira-
nian (threat),” he said.

In Europe, Hegseth said allies
face a threat from Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, who has “de-
signs for expansion of Russian ter-
ritory and influence and the deg-
radation of the NATO Alliance.”

The U.S. should seek to deter
Russia from acting against U.S. in-
terests in Europe but “also lever-
age the investments of our allies to
provide for their own defense,” he
said.

Such views are in line with those
of Elbridge Colby, whom Trump
has nominated to serve as the Pen-
tagon’s undersecretary of defense
for policy. Colby was an architect
of national defense strategy in
Trump’s first term, and if con-
firmed he will play a key role in

Mullin; Senators have voted while drunk

New York Daily News

Oklahoma Sen. Markwayne Mullin accused his
colleagues of voting while drunk during a heated
confirmation hearing for secretary of defense
nominee Pete Hegseth.

Much of Tuesday’s drama surrounding Heg-
seth’s hearing revolved around whether any Re-
publicans on the Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee would come out against the former Fox News
host who, by his own admission, is an unconven-
tional pick to run the Department of Defense and
its $850 billion budget.

But that didn’t appear to happen as Republicans
held their ground while Democrats focused on nu-
merous reports claiming Hegseth showed up to
work drunk and has a jarring history with women,
including allegations of sexual assault.

Mullin took exception to that line of questioning.

“How many senators have showed up drunk to
vote at night?” the Republican lawmaker asked.
“Have any of you guys asked them to step down
and resign from their job? And don’t tell me you
haven’t seen it because I know you have.”

Mullin didn’t mention anyone by name or offer
examples of times he’s witnessed such things.

“And then how many senators do you know
have gotten a divorce for cheating on their wives?”
he asked. “Did you ask them to step down? No, but
it’s for show.”

While Hegseth seems to have Mullin’s full sup-
port, failed Attorney General candidate Matt
Gaetz didn’t appear to enjoy that luxury before
withdrawing his candidacy amid accusations he
paid for sex with an underage woman.

“We’d all seen the videos he was showing on the
House floor ... of the girls that he had slept with,”
Mullin said in October. “He’d brag about how he
would crush E.D. medicine and chase it with an
energy drink so he could go all night.”

Gaetz left Congress and denies any wrongdoing.

Hegseth — who’s accused of paying to silence a
woman who claimed he sexually assaulted her in
2017 while he was going through a divorce and was
involved with a different woman — admitted
Tuesday he’s “not a perfect person.”

He denies the sexual assault allegation.

shaping the look of the future mil-
itary footprint overseas.

Colby’s past stated position on
the EUCOM mission, along with
that of Vice President-elect JD
Vance, is that European militaries
must ramp up spending so they
can provide the bulk of conven-

tional defense forces for NATO.
While neither has called for a
withdrawal from Europe, the U.S.
military’s focus on the Continent
should be providing NATO with
its nuclear deterrent and other
high-end capabilities, they argue.
Hegseth echoed that outlook.

“At a time when the NATO Alli-
ance faces nuclear saber-rattling
from Russia, the presence of U.S.
nuclear weapons serves as an im-
portant political, strategic, and
military link between America
and its European allies,” Heg-
seth’s testimony said.

Japan warns
of earthquake
aftershocks

By Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — Japanese authorities
are warning residents to remain
alert for strong tremors in the com-
ing days after amagnitude 6.6 earth-
quake struck southern Japan this
week.

The earthquake occurred at 9:19
p.m. Monday in the Hyuganada Sea,
1242 miles east-southeast of Miyaza-
ki prefecture, according to the Ja-
pan Meteorological Agency. The
quake registered a maximum seis-
mic intensity of lower S on Japan’s
seismic scale in Miyazaki city and
Takanabe and Shintomi, the agency
said in a news release. Seismic in-
tensities from 1 to 4 were recorded
across central to western Japan.

Officials cautioned that similar
tremors could occur soon.

“Please be on the alert for earth-
quakes with maximum seismic in-
tensity of lower S to occur in the next
week orso, especially in the nexttwo
to three days,” the agency said.

The earthquake triggered after-
shocks and a small tsunami, with
waves of up to 8 inches observed in
parts of Miyazaki and Kochi prefec-
tures. Tsunami advisories were is-
sued but later lifted.



Thursday, January 16, 2025

e STARS AND STRIPES °

3 RRER{EREn

Pace 7

NATION

Rubio vows to put US interests ‘above all else’

By ARNOUSH AMIRI
AND MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Florida
Sen. Marco Rubio received a
warm welcome from Senate col-
leagues Wednesday as he
sketched out his plans for imple-
menting President-elect Donald
Trump’s“America First” vision as
secretary of state.

“I hope I can earn your support,
whether it’s because you believe I
would do a good job, or because
you want to get rid of me,” Rubio
joked in testimony the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee, where
he served for 14 years.

But in between the niceties, Ru-
bio painted a dark image of the
dangers of facing the U.S., most
specifically from China, who he
said is America’s “biggest threat.”

He blamed this growing risk on
America’s shift to globalism,
which he says “is now a weapon
being used against us.” He said
the U.S. must begin placing “our
core national interests above all

else.”

It’s a remarkable opening salvo
from Rubio, who was born in Mia-
mi to Cuban immigrants and who,
if confirmed, would become the
first Latino to serve as the nation’s
top diplomat.

The confirmation hearing be-
gins a new chapter in the political
career of the 53-year-old Florida
Republican, whose relationship
with Trump has evolved over the
last decade. Once rivals trading
schoolyard insults as they cam-
paigned for president in 2016, the
two men became close allies as
Trump campaigned for another
White House term last year.

Unlike many of Trump’s Cabi-
net selections, Rubio is expected
to easily win confirmation, notch-
ing support not only from Republi-
cans but also Democrats who en-
dorse him as a “responsible” pick
to represent the U.S. abroad.
Many expect he will be among the
first of Trump’s Cabinet picks ap-
proved.

Democratic Sen. Brian Schatz,

4

ALEX BRANDON / AP

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., tapped to serve as Secretary of State in
Donald Trump's administration, addresses the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee during his confirmation hearing Wednesday.

who served alongside Rubio on
the Foreign Relations Committee,
said he has high hopes that the
Florida Republican will reject the

isolationist approach of other
Trump allies.

“I think Marco is a hawk, but
he’s also an internationalist, and I

think the challenge for him will be
to maintain the long bipartisan
tradition of America being indis-
pensable in world affairs,” the Ha-
waii lawmaker told The Associat-
ed Press. “And there are people in
the Trump world who want us to
run away from being the leaders
of the free world. And I’'m hoping
that Marco’s instincts towards
American strength will win the
day.”

Rubio’s approach to foreign af-
fairs is grounded in his years of
service on the Foreign Relations
committee and the Senate Intelli-
gence panel. In his speeches and
writings, he’s delivered increas-
ingly stern warnings about grow-
ing military and economic threats
to the United States, particularly
from China, which he says has
benefited from a “global world or-
der” that he characterizes as obso-
lete.

China, Rubio told the commit-
tee, has “lied, cheated, hacked,
and stolen their way to global su-
perpower status, at our expense.”

CIA pick:
Agency
must do
better job

By Davip KLEPPER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President-
elect Donald Trump’s pick to lead
the CIA told senators during his
confirmation hearing Wednesday
that the nation’s premier spy agen-
cy must do a better job of staying
ahead of global threats posed by
Russia, China and other adversar-
ies.

John Ratcliffe, who served as di-
rector of national intelligence dur-
ing Trump’s first term, told law-
makers that if confirmed, he would
push the agency to do more to use
technologies like artificial intelli-
gence while also expanding the
agency’s use of human intelligence
collection.

“We’re not where we’re sup-
posed to be,” Ratcliffe told the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee.

Republicans praised Ratcliffe’s
experience, but Democrats struck
a more skeptical tone, asking Rat-
cliffe if his loyalty to Trump would
conflict with his duties to follow in-
telligence wherever it leads. Rat-
cliffe assured the lawmakers that
he would put the CIA’s mission
first.

“My record of speaking truth to
power and defending the intelli-
gence community .... is very clear,”
he said.

JoHN McDoNNELL / AP

John Ratcliffe, President-elect Donald Trump's choice to be Director
of the Central Intelligence Agency, appears before the Senate
Intelligence Committee for his confirmation hearing Wednesday.

Ratcliffe is a former federal
prosecutor and conservative mem-
ber of Congress representing a dis-
trict in Texas. He was a fierce de-
fender of Trump during his first
impeachment proceedings in the
House.

His hearing before the Senate In-
telligence Committee is part of a
weeklong marathon as the Repu-
blican-led Senate rushes to have
some of Trump’s nominees ready
to be confirmed by the full Senate
as soon as Inauguration Day on
Monday.

Ratcliffe’s experience as direc-
tor of national intelligence, and his
Senate confirmation for that post,
are expected to boost his chances in
the Senate this year, especially
compared with Trump’s nomina-
tion of Tulsi Gabbard as intelli-

gence chief. Gabbard, a former
congresswoman from Hawaii, has
faced bipartisan criticism over past
comments supportive of Russia
and 2017 meetings with former
Syrian President Bashar Assad.

Trump and other Republicans
have criticized the work of the CIA
and other spy agencies, saying it’s
focused too much on issues like cli-
mate change or the diversity of its
workforce. The committee chair-
man, Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., cit-
ed the recent attack in New Orleans
as one example of a deadly incident
that occurred without any warning
from intelligence officials.

The calls for sweeping changes
have worried some current and
former intelligence officials who
say the changes could make the
country less safe.

Attorney general pick:
Trump ‘targeted’ by DOJ

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pam Bondi,
Donald Trump’s pick for attorney
general, insisted at her Senate
confirmation hearing Wednesday
that the president-elect had been
targeted by years of investigations
and pledged that she would not
“politicize” the Justice Depart-
ment if confirmed as the country’s
chief federal law enforcement of-
ficer.

The statements echoed
Trump’s claims that the Justice
Department had been weaponized
against him and came as Demo-
crats express concern that the
president-elect will look to use the
agency’s law enforcement powers
to exact retribution against his ad-
versaries, including the investiga-
tors who investigated him.

“They targeted Donald
Trump,” Bondi said. “They went
after him — actually starting back
in 2016, they targeted his cam-
paign. They have launched count-
less investigations against him.”
She added: “If I am attorney gen-
eral, I will not politicize that of-
fice.”

The suggestion that the investi-
gations into Trump were political-
ly motivated has been sharply
contested by Attorney General
Merrick Garland and by special
counsel Jack Smith, who in a re-
port released this week said poli-
tics played no part in his decisions
and that the evidence his team
gathered was sufficient for Trump
to have been convicted at trial on
charges of scheming to overturn
the results of the 2020 presidential

election.

Democrats focused their ques-
tions on whether Bondi would be
prepared to say “no” to Trump if
asked to do something unethical
or illegal.

She sought to allay those con-
cerns by saying that her only cli-
ent was the American people, not
the president.

When asked by Sen. Chris
Coons, a Delaware Democrat,
what she would do if her career
prosecutors rec-
ommended
bringing a crimi-
nal case but the
White House
said no, she did
not answer di-
rectly but said:
“If I thought that
that would hap-
pen, I would not
be sitting here today.”

Republicans, by contrast, ea-
gerly welcome her as a course cor-
rection to a Justice Department
they believe has pursued an over-
ly liberal agenda and unfairly pur-
sued Trump through investiga-
tions and a special counsel ap-
pointment resulting in two indict-
ments.

Bondi, a corporate lobbyist who
spent 18 years in the Hillsborough
County State Attorney’s Office in
Florida, was named to the attor-
ney general position after
Trump’s first pick, former Florida
Rep. Matt Gaetz, withdrew from
consideration during fallout over
afederal sex trafficking investiga-
tion that ended without charges.

Bondi
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Firefighters in LA
report progress,
winds picking up

By Jaimie DING,
JULIE WATSON
AND JOHN SEEWER
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Millions of
Southern Californians nervously
kept watch as winds began picking
up Wednesday during a final round
of dangerous wildfire weather
forecast for the region where two
massive blazes have killed at least
25 people and destroyed thousands
of homes.

A day after firefighters got a re-
prieve with lighter winds than ex-
pected, gusts were hitting up to 35
mph on the coast and in valleys and
SS mph in the mountains before
dawn, National Weather Service
meteorologist Todd Hall said. They
were expected to increase through
the morning.

“Thisisreallyjustthelast pushof
these winds here today,” Hall said.
“Hopefully, if we get through to-
day, we’re going to have some bet-
ter conditions for late week, espe-
cially into Friday and Saturday.”

The more manageable winds on
Tuesday allowed firefighters to
make headway on controlling the
most deadly and destructive fires
thathave been burning forjustover
a week. Almost half of the Eaton
Fire just north of Los Angeles has
been contained, and one-fifth of the
fire that destroyed much of the sea-
side LA neighborhood of Pacific
Palisades is now surrounded.

Both of those fires broke out Jan.
7 in conditions similar to what’s ex-
pected Wednesday. High winds
lastweek pushed flames atremark-
able speed and carried fire-spark-
ing embers for miles.

The weather service issued red-

flag warnings — indicating tem-
peratures are warm, humidity is
low and strong winds are expected
— from 3 a.m. to 3 p.m. from the
Central Coast 275 miles south tothe
border with Mexico. A “particular-
ly dangerous situation” was in ef-
fect for an area that includes parts
of Los Angeles and Ventura coun-
ties.

Weary and anxious residents
were told tobeready to flee atamo-
ment’s notice. They remained vigi-
lant,keepinganeyeonthe skiesand
on each other: Police announced
roughly S0 arrests, for looting, fly-
ing drones in fire zones, violating
curfew and other crimes.

Of those, three people were ar-
rested on suspicion of arson after
being seen setting small fires that
were immediately extinguished,
LA Police Chief Jim McDonnell
said. One was using a barbecue
lighter, anotherignited brushand a
third tried to light a trash can, he
said. All were far outside the disas-
ter zones. Authorities have not de-
termined a cause for any of the ma-
jorfires.

Amongnine people charged with
looting was a group that stole an
Emmy award from an evacuated
house, Los Angeles County District
Attorney Nathan Hochman said.

The biggest worry remained the
threat from intense winds. Now
backed by firefighters from other
states, Canada and Mexico, crews
were deployed to attack flareups or
new blazes. The firefighting force
was much bigger than a week ago,
when the first wave of fires began
destroying thousands of homes in
what could become the nation’s
costliest fire disaster.

ETHAN SwoOPE/AP

A California Department of Corrections hand crew works containment lines ahead of the Palisades Fire on
Tuesday, in Santa Monica. More manageable winds on Tuesday allowed firefighters to make headway on
controlling the most deadly and destructive fires that have been burning for just over a week.

Kaylin Johnson and her family
plannedtostay attheirhome, one of
the few left standing in Altadena,
near Pasadena. They hoped to
ward off looting and to hose down
the house and her neighbors’ prop-
erties to prevent flareups.

“Our lives have been put on hold
indefinitely,” Johnson said via text
message, adding that they cannot
freely come and go because of re-
strictions on entering the burn ar-
eas.“ButIwouldratherbehereand
not leave than to not be allowed
backatall.”

Residents said they were ready
tomake a hasty escape.

Javier Vega, who said he feels
like he has been “sleeping with one
eye open,” and his girlfriend have
planned out how they can quickly
pack up their two cats, eight fish
andleopard geckoifthey getorders
toevacuate.

“Typically on any other night,
hearing helicopters flying over-
head from midnight to 4 in the
morning, that would drive anyone
crazy,” Vegasaid. Butfiguring they

were helping firefighters to keep
the flames from threatening their
neighborhood, he explained, “it
was actually soothing formetogoto
sleep.”

The two biggest fires haven’t
spread very much in the past cou-
ple days.

Planes have been dousing homes
and hillsides with bright pink fire-
retardant chemicals, while crews
and fire engines deployed to partic-
ularly vulnerable spots with dry
brush in case new fires broke out.

Thomas Martin works with Cal-
vary Disaster Relief, a group that
responds to disasters all over the
world. He was recently in Florida
and North Carolina helping with
the recovery from Hurricane He-
lene.

Most times, he shows up after
floods, tornadoes and hurricanes,
helping people repair their roofs
and rip out soggy carpet and walls.

“Thisis different,” he said. “This
is total devastation. There’s noth-
ing much we can do other than pray
for the folks.”

With almost no rain in more than
eight months, the brush-filled re-
gion has had more than a dozen
wildfires this year, mostly in the
greater Los Angeles area.

Firefighters have jumped on
small blazes that popped up, quick-
ly smothering several in Los An-
geles County, including a blaze
Tuesday evening in the Angeles
National Forest.

The four largest fires around the
nation’s second-biggest city have
scorched more than 63 square
miles, roughly three times the size
of Manhattan.

The death toll is likely to rise, ac-
cording to Los Angeles County
Sheriff Robert Luna. Nearly 30
people were still missing, he said
Tuesday. Some people reported as
missing earlier have been found.

Hollywood’s awards season has
been put on hiatus because of the
crisis. The Oscarnominations have
beendelayed twice,and someorga-
nizations postponed their awards
shows and announcements without
rescheduling.

As LA burns, Hollywood’s

By JAKE COYLE
AND LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

When the Palisades Fire broke
outin Los Angeles last week, Holly-
wood’s awards season was in full
swing. The Golden Globeshad tran-
spiredlessthan48hoursearlierand
aseries of splashy awards banquets
followed in the days after.

But the enormity of the destruc-
tion in Southern California has
quickly snuffed out all festiveness
in the movie industry’s high season
of celebration. At one point, the
flames even encroached on the hill-
side above the Dolby Theatre, the
home of the Academy Awards.

The fires have struck at the very

heart of amovie industry still trying
to stabilize itself after years of pan-
demic, labor turmoil and techno-
logical upheaval. Not for the first
time this decade, the Oscarsare fac-
ing the question of: Should the show
go on? And if it does, what do they
mean now?

“With ALL due respect during
Hollywood’s season of celebration,
I hope any of the networks televis-
ing the upcoming awards will seri-
ously consider NOT televising
them and donating the revenue
they would have gathered to vic-
tims of the fires and the firefight-
ers,” “Hacks” star Jean Smart, are-
cent Globe winner, wrote on Insta-
gram.

Oscar season turns into a pledge drive

The Oscarsremain as scheduled,
but it’s certain that they will be
transformed due to the wildfires,
and that most of the red-carpet
pomp that typically stretches be-
tween now and then will be cur-
tailed if not altogether canceled.
Withsomany left withoutahomeby
the fires, there’s scant appetite for
the usual self-congratulatory pa-
rades of the season.

Focus has turned, instead, to
what the Oscars might symbolize
for a traumatized Los Angeles. The
Oscars have never meant less, but,
at the same time, they might be
more important than ever as a bea-
con of perseverance for the reeling
movie capital.

The film academy on Monday for
the second time delayed itsnomina-
tions announcement. Nominations
will now be announced virtually on
Feb.23.Theacademy alsocanceled
its annual nominees luncheon and
said it’s planning to honor frontline
workers and to support relief ef-
forts.

“We will get through this togeth-
erandbringasense ofhealingtoour
global film community,” vowed Bill
Kramer, academy chief executive,
and Janet Yang, academy presi-
dent.

Some telethon-like element
seems sure to accompany the Os-
cars. Inrecent days, many through-
out the industry have voiced sug-

gestions for how the broadcast
could be reconsidered. A not dis-
similar process happened during
the 2021 Oscars, which were post-
poned to late April because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The Oscars
have been moved a few times
throughout history, including in
1938, when the show was delayed a
week due to historic flooding in Los
Angeles.

Several high-profile TV series
wereforced topause productionbe-
cause of the fires but notably few
movie shootswere affected. That,in
itself, is a reflection of a Hollywood
that has seen the majority of film
production seek tax incentives in
other states.
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Trump announces entity to collect tariff funds

By JAcoB BOGAGE
AND JEFF STEIN
The Washington Post

President-elect Donald Trump
said Tuesday that he will create an
“External Revenue Service” to
collect revenue from tariffs, a sig-
nal of his determination to impose
sweeping duties on imports.

In a post on Truth Social, his so-
cial media platform, Trump said
the External Revenue Service will
collect revenue from tariffs start-
ing Monday, after he is inaugurat-
ed forasecond term.

The structure of the new govern-
ment operation was unclear from
his post, although two outside ad-
visers, speaking on the condition of
anonymity to discuss matters they
weren’t authorized to share pub-
licly, suggested it could involve re-
naming an existing office within
the Treasury Department.

Trump’s statement reflected his
long-standing desire to enact far-
reaching tariffs on imports, de-
spite numerous reportsthathisad-
visers are discussing more-limited
plans than he proposed during the
2024 presidential campaign.
Trump campaigned on tariff rates
as high as 20% on every imported
good. Some estimates have pro-
jected that those could raise hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in new
revenue, although economists
warn they could also reignite infla-
tion and raise prices, particularly
for low-income consumers.

“For far too long, we have relied
on taxing our Great People using
the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS). Through soft and patheti-
cally weak Trade agreements, the
American Economy has delivered
growth and prosperity to the
World, while taxing ourselves. Itis

time for that to change,” Trump
said on Truth Social. “I am today
announcing that I will create the
EXTERNAL REVENUE SER-
VICE to collect our Tariffs, Duties,
and all Revenue that come from
Foreign sources. We will begin
charging those that make money
off of us with Trade, and they will
start paying, FINALLY, their fair
share.”

His announcement sparked im-
mediate confusion about how such
an office would work in practice.
U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion currently administers tariff
policy, which is set by the presi-
dent and Congress. Importers self-
classify and declare the value of
their goods, and CBP officials re-
view and audit that paperwork be-
fore collecting any duties, penal-
ties and fees, according to the Con-
gressional Research Service.

Those funds are deposited into the
U.S. General Fund, run by the
Treasury Department. The gov-
ernment collected about $80 bil-
lionintariffs and dutiesin 2023, ac-
cording toa White House estimate.

Steve Bannon, a former chief
Trump strategist, told Politico on
Tuesday that the External Reve-
nue Service should look at other
possible foreign sources in addi-
tion to tariffs. Bannon on his pod-
cast had previously suggested an
external revenue agency, before
Trump announced the idea.

“Youwouldn’tjustlook at tariffs,
you look at everything about how
you can charge fees essentially,
whether that’s on investment,
whether that’s on other things of
access to this country,” Bannon
told Politico.

Some supporters of Trump’s
policies say a new Treasury divi-

sion focused on tariff revenue
could help ensure the effective-
ness of his proposals. Charles Be-
noit, a trade attorney at the Coali-
tion for a Prosperous America,
which supports higher tariffs, said
Treasury is not sufficiently fo-
cused on ensuring tariff revenue is
maximized.

Benoitalsosaidnewsreportsare
consistently underestimating the
push by Trump and Howard Lut-
nick, Trump’s pick to lead the
Commerce Department, to enact
major new import duties. The
Washington Post previously re-
ported that Trump’s aides are
studying new tariffs only on criti-
cal imports, though they would ap-
ply to all countries. Bloomberg
News reported this week that
Trump was also considering a
gradual set of tariff policies cover-
ing all sectors.

Ballot results mean minimum wage to go up in many states

- .3 “.

By Kevin HARDY
Stateline.org

The minimum wage will in-
crease in nearly half the states this
year even as the federal wage floor
remains stuck at $7.25 per hour.

In many states, the minimum
wage is automatically adjusted up-
ward as inflation rises. But voters
in several states, including deeply
red ones such as Alaska and Mis-
souri, chose in November to signif-
icantly increase their minimum
wages this year.

Michigan will see its minimum
wage jump from $10.33 to $12.48
on Feb. 21 after the state Supreme
Court concluded the legislature
subverted residents when it adopt-
ed but then significantly amended
voter-initiated ballot measures in
2018 to raise the minimum wage
and mandate paid sick time.

Michigan’s wage floor is set to
rise to $14.97 by 2028 — more than
double the federal minimum
wage, which has not increased
since 2009. That’s the longest peri-
od without a federal increase since
Congress first set a minimum
wage in 1938.

A total of 30 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have set their
own minimum wage higher than
the federal rate. And 67 localities
— including Denver; Flagstaff,
Ariz.; and Los Angeles — have
raised their minimum wage above
the state minimum, according to
the Economic Policy Institute, a
left-leaning think tank.

Currently, 10 states have a mini-
mum wage of $15 or higher: Cali-
fornia, Connecticut, Delaware, I1-
linois, Maryland, Massachusetts,
New Jersey, New York, Rhode Is-
land and Washington.

Alaska, Florida, Hawaii, Mis-
souri and Nebraska are on track to
reach the $15 benchmark in the
coming years. Such movement in

Hans PENNINK/AP

Rosemarry Rivera, of Citizen Action of New York, stands with protesters urging lawmakers to raise New
York's minimum wage during a 2023 rally at the state Capitol, in Albany. A total of 30 states and the
District of Columbia have set their own minimum wage higher than the federal rate of $7.25 per hour.

red states should prompt Republi-
cans who control Congress and
soon the White House to move the
national wage floor, argued Ri-
chard von Glahn, the political di-
rector at the labor advocacy group
Missouri Jobs with Justice.

“We should have Republican
legislators looking and seeing
what their own voters are telling
them and say, ‘You know, maybe
they’re onto something here and
maybe I'should follow theirlead,” ”
he said.

Von Glahn led a successful cam-
paign to raise Missouri’s mini-
mum wage from 2024’s rate of
$12.30 to $1S per hour next Janu-
ary through a November ballot ini-
tiative that also guaranteed sick
leave for many workers.

While a tight labor market forc-

es many employers to pay above
minimum wage to compete, von
Glahn noted many workers still
earn at or near the lowest legal
rate. The Economic Policy Insti-
tute estimates that more than half
amillion Missouri workers will see
raises as the state’s minimum
wage increases.

“That sort of proves the point as
to why this is so necessary, why
these guardrails are so impor-
tant,” he said.

Inflation has significantly erod-
ed the buying power of the stag-
nant federal minimum wage. Ad-
vocates say raising the wage floor
helps low-wage workers cover the
rising cost of essentials and boosts
the economy by putting more mon-
ey into the pockets of people who
arelikely tospendit. Butmany em-

ployers, especially retailers and
restaurants, counter that raising
the minimum wage forces them to
cut workers or raise prices.

In December, President-elect
Donald Trump said he would con-
sider a national increase in the
minimum wage. Trump won 19 of
the 20 states — all but New Hamp-
shire—still subjecttoa $7.25 mini-
mum wage. In an NBC News inter-
view, he acknowledged the $7.25
rate was “a very low number,” but
said raising the minimum wage too
much would decrease employ-
ment.

“There is a level at which you
candoit,” he said, without specify-
ing a number.

Earlier this month, Alaska’s
minimum wage went up 18 cents
thanks to an automatic inflation-

based bump.

But the state’s current $11.91
rate will increase to $13 this July,
thanks to the passage of a Novem-
ber ballot measure. Under the
measure, the wage will increase to
$14 in July 2026 and $15S in July
2027, followed by inflation-adjust-
ed increases starting in 2028.

The ballot measure drew fierce
opposition from business groups
but won approval by 58%-42%. The
new law also mandates employers
provide up to seven paid sick days
peryear—amajor concern partic-
ularly in seasonal industries, in-
cluding tourism.

Before November’s election,
members of the Alaska Cabaret,
Hotel, Restaurant and Retailers
Association said passage of the
ballot measure would result in
higher prices and lead to layoffs
and reduced hours for workers,
said Sarah Oates Harlow, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of
the organization.

“I guarantee you we will be see-
ing prices going up across the
board,” she said. “Groceries are
goingtobe more expensive. Eating
outis going to be more expensive.”

But Mark Robokoff, who owns
the pet supply store AK Bark in
Anchorage, sees a higher wage
floor as good for business. He said
the minimum wage increase will
put more money into the pockets of
his customers.

“It’s not like there’s no benefit to
this cost,” Robokoff said.

To attract the best staff, he said,
employee wages start at $17 per
hour. Buthe expectstoratchetthat
figure up as the state’s minimum
wage increases.

“That’s why it needed to be a
law,” he said. “It only works if we
all doit. Then we all get more reve-
nue and pay our employees a little
bit more.”
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Official warns of
ongoing terror
threats on US

By Eric TUCKER
Associated Press

McLEAN, Va. — Brett Holm-
gren got woken up early on New
Year’s Day by alerts that a driver
had plowed into a crowd of revel-
ers in New Orleans.

The rampage, which Kkilled 14
people, was the deadliest attack on
U.S. soil in years and was inspired
by the Islamic State group. The
National Counterterrorism Cen-
ter, which Holmgren Ileads,
sprang into action to help the FBI
run down information on the cul-
prit from Texas and his plot.

It was arare recent example of a
mass attack motivated by reli-
gious extremism to hit the U.S.
homeland. But it didn’t occur in a
vacuum, coming at a time when a
terror threat that has waxed and
waned in the two decades since
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks is decid-
edly on the rise around the world.

“We are in a period where we
are facing an elevated threat envi-
ronment,” Holmgren said.

The NCTC emerged in the after-
math of 9/11 as a centralized U.S.
government hub to collect and
analyze data and intelligence on
the international terrorism threat,
providing information to the
White House and other agencies
to shape policy decisions and pro-
tect against attacks.

A former counterterrorism ana-
lyst and assistant secretary of
state, Holmgren was named its
acting director last July and in-
tends to step aside at the conclu-
sion of the Biden administration.
At that point, new leadership un-

der President-elect Donald
Trump will grapple with manag-
ing some of the global hot spots
like Syria that have vexed officials
in recent months and that the
NCTC has been tracking.

Holmgren cites multiple factors
for why the threat is higher than
before, including passions arising
from the Israel-Hamas war. He al-
so points to mass migration from
the Russia-Ukraine war that has
sent central Asians, some with ties
to the Islamic State group, to coun-
tries including Turkey, Syria, Iraq
and even the U.S.

Around the world, officials are
monitoring tensions in Africa,
which Holmgren called potential-
ly the greatest long-term threat to
U.S. security given that Islamic
State has a large footprint on the
continent and is investing re-
sources there.

He says the “most potent over-
seas threat facing the United
States” right now is the group’s Af-
ghanistan-based affiliate, known
as Islamic State-Khorasan.

One ongoing spot of concern is
Syria, where an insurgent group
named Hayat Tahrir al-Sham led
a lightning offensive last month
that toppled the government of
President Bashar Assad.

Through vast intelligence col-
lection, hardened defenses and
overseas counterterrorism oper-
ations, the U.S. has made the risk
of another large-scale attack like
Sept. 11 lower than it’s ever been.

“But if we get complacent as a
country,” he warned, “it will come
back to bite us.”

Inflation rose in December

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. infla-
tion picked up last month as prices
rose for gas, eggs, and used cars,
yet underlying price pressures al-
so showed signs of easing a bit.

Wednesday’s report from the
Labor Department showed that
the consumer price index rose
2.9% in December from a year
ago, the highest since July. It was
the third straight increase after in-
flation fell to a 3 2 year low of 2.4%
in September.

Yet excluding the volatile food
and energy categories, so-called
core inflation declined to 3.2%), af-
ter remaining stuck at 3.3% for
three months in a row.

The slowdown in core price in-
creases comes as a relief as many

economists and investors have
worried that inflation has gotten
stuck above the Fed’s 2% target,
after a steady decline in prices in
2023 and for much of last year.

Such concerns have sent inter-
est rates on Treasury securities
higher, which has also pushed up
borrowing costs for mortgages,
cars, and credit cards, even as the
Fed has cut its key rate.

Any uptick can fuel concerns
among many economists and in fi-
nancial markets that inflation has
become stuck above the Fed’s 2%
target. That anxiety has sent inter-
est rates on Treasury securities
higher, which has also pushed up
borrowing costs for mortgages,
cars, and credit cards, even as the
Fed has cut its key rate.

PHotos BY RoBERT F. Bukaty/AP

A couple shares a romantic moment Friday in a cave at Ice Castles in North Woodstock, N.H.

Tourists drawn to dazzling
Ice Castles in several states

Associated Press

NORTH WOODSTOCK, N.H.
— An annual architectural cele-
bration of ice is up and running
again in New Hampshire and sev-
eral other states.

Ice Castles, which are both tem-
porary art installations and tourist
attractions, feature towers, tun-
nels, archways and caves, all cre-
ated by growing, harvesting and
arranging thousands of'icicles and
then blasting them with sprin-
klers.

The company behind the dis-
plays has expanded since its first
installationin 2011. This yearit has
operations in Utah, Minnesota,
two locations in Colorado and New
Hampshire, where the site in-
cludes a snow tubing hill and ice
bar.

After a mild winter last year, of-
ficials were thrilled that temper-
atures were cold enough to open
earlier this season.

“It’s one of the biggest ice cas-
tles we’ve ever built,” said Jared
Henningsen, the company’s vice
president for operations.

“We’re looking at about 25 mil-
lion pounds of ice spread over two
acres.”

As awinter storm brought biting
cold and wet snow to the South, vis-
itors to the New Hampshire castle
bundled up to explore its twists
and turns Friday.

Julia Jones of Gloucester,
Mass., said she travels to northern
New Hampshire several times a
year but had not experienced the

A boy peaks into an igloo at the Ice Castles in North Woodstock.

ice castles until her opening-day
visit.

“T’'ve never seen anything like
this before,” she said. “Honestly I
didn’t think it was gonna be this
big.”

Jessica Sullivan, of Fairhaven,
Mass., also was surprised, and not
just by the frozen environment.
Her boyfriend, Brian Jacques,
proposed to her during their visit.

“It’s abeautiful place,” said Jac-
ques, who got the “yes” he was

hoping for. “I definitely thought,
this is the time and place to do it.”

By day the walls and other struc-
tures shine with a pale blue hue.

After darkness falls, lights em-
bedded within the ice glow pink,
purple and green.

“Once you enter into an ice cas-
tle, you’re transitioning into some-
thing that’s totally immersive and
unlike something that most guests
have ever seen,” Henningsen said.
“I think it inspires people.”
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A man uses a measuring tape on his waist in California on Jan. 9.

JoNEL ALEccia/AP

Obesity won’t be solely defined by
BMI under new recommendations

Associated Press

A group of global experts is pro-
posing a new way to define and di-
agnose obesity, reducing the em-
phasis on the controversial body
mass index and hoping to better
identify people who need treat-
ment for the disease caused by ex-
cessbody fat.

Under recommendations re-
leased Tuesday night, obesity
would no longer be defined solely
by BMI, a calculation of height and
weight, but combined with other
measurements, such as waist cir-
cumference, plus evidence of
health problems tied to extra
pounds.

Obesity is estimated to affect
more than 1 billion people world-
wide. In the U.S., about 40% of
adults have obesity, according to
the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

“The whole goal of thisis to geta
more precise definition so that we
are targeting the people who ac-
tually need the help most,” said Dr.
David Cummings, an obesity ex-
pert at the University of Washing-
ton and one of the S8 authors of the
report published in The Lancet
Diabetes & Endocrinologyjournal.

The report introduces two new
diagnostic categories: clinical
obesity and pre-clinical obesity.

People with clinical obesity
meet BMI and other markers of
obesity and have evidence of or-
gan, tissue or other problems
caused by excess weight. That
could include heart disease, high
blood pressure, liver or kidney dis-
ease or chronic severe knee or hip
pain. These people would be eligi-
ble for treatments, including diet
and exercise interventions and
obesity medications.

People with pre-clinical obesity
are at risk for those conditions, but
have no ongoing illness, the report
says.

BMI has long been considered a
flawed measure that can over-di-
agnose or underdiagnose obesity,
which is currently defined as a
BMI of 30 or more. But people with
excess body fat do not always have
a BMI above 30, the report notes.
And people with high muscle mass
—football playersorotherathletes
— may have a high BMI despite
normal fat mass.

Under the new criteria, about
20% of people who used to be clas-
sified as obese would no longer
meet the definition, preliminary
analysis suggests. And about 20%
of people with serious health ef-
fects but lower BMI would now be
considered clinically obese, ex-
perts said.

“It wouldn’t dramatically
change the percentage of people
being defined as having obesity,
but it would better diagnose the
people who really have clinically
significant excess fat,” Cummings
said.

The new definitions have been
endorsed by more than 75 medical
organizations around the world,
but it’s not clear how widely or
quickly they could be adopted in
practice. The report acknowledg-
es that implementation of the rec-
ommendations “will carry signifi-
cant costs and workforce implica-
tions.”

A spokesman for the health in-
surance trade group AHIP, for-
merly known as America’s Health
Insurance Plans, said “it’s too
early at this point to gauge how
plans will incorporate these crite-
riaintocoverageorotherpolicies.”

There are practical issues to
consider, said Dr. Katherine Saun-
ders, an obesity expert at Weill
Cornell Medicine and co-founder
of the obesity treatment company
FlyteHealth. Measuring waist cir-
cumference sounds simple, but
protocols differ, many doctors
aren’t trained accurately and stan-
dard medical tape measures aren’t
big enough for many people with
obesity.

USDA describes
Insects, slime at
Boar’s Head sites

By JoNEL ALEccIA
Associated Press

Government inspectors docu-
mented unsanitary conditions at
several Boar’s Head deli meat
plants, not just the factory that
was shut down last year after a
deadly outbreak of listeria poison-
ing, federal records show.

Newly released reports from
Boar’s Head plants in New Castle,
Ind.; Forrest City, Ark.; and Pe-
tersburg, Va., described multiple
instances of meat and fat residue
left on equipment and walls, drip-
ping condensation falling on food,
mold, insects and other problems
dating back roughly six years.
Last May, one inspector docu-
mented “general filth” in a room
at the Indiana plant.

The U.S. Agriculture Depart-
ment released the inspection rec-
ords in response to Freedom of In-
formation Act requests from The
Associated Press and other news
organizations.

The problems documented at
the three factories echo some of
the violations found at the Jarratt,
Va., plant linked to the food poi-
soning outbreak. The newly re-
leased reports describe:

B Equipment “covered in meat
scraps” in 2019.

B “Dry crusted meat from the
previous day’s production” and
“dark, stinky residue” left behind
in 2020.

B A doorway covered in “dried
meat juices and grime” in 2021.

B Greenmold and flaking paint
in 2022.

B “Unidentified slime” and “an
abundance of insects” in 2023.

B A puddle of “blood, debris
and trash” in 2024.

Boar’s Head officials said in an
email Monday that the violations
documented in the three factories
“do not meet our high standards.”
The company’s remaining plants
continue to operate under normal
USDA oversight, they added. The
Sarasota, Fla.-based company has
marketed itself for decades as a

premier provider of deli meats
and cheeses, advertising “excel-
lence that stands apart in every
bite.”

Records from a fourth Boar’s
Head plant in Holland, Mich., do
not show similar problems.

Boar’s Head stopped making li-
verwurst and shuttered its Jar-
ratt, Va., plant in September after
listeria poisoning tied to the prod-
uct sickened more than 60 people
in 19 states, including 10 who died.

Health officials in Maryland
initially discovered listeria con-
tamination in a package of un-
opened liverwurst. The company
recalled more than 7 million
pounds of ready-to-eat deli meat
and poultry sold nationwide.
About 2.6 million pounds was
eventually recovered, according
to the Agriculture Department’s
Food Safety and Inspection Ser-
vice.

The conditions revealed at the
other Boar’s Head plants are
“really concerning,” said Thomas
Gremillion, director of food policy
at the Consumer Federation of
America, a nonprofit advocacy
group.

“It’s reasonable for some peo-
ple to decide they don’t want to eat
deli meat,” he said. “Companies
like Boar’s Head, they should
have to earn consumers’ trust.”

Boar’s Head faces multiple law-
suits connected to the outbreak.

“This makes me extremely an-
gry and sad,” said Garett Dorman,
whose mother, Linda Dorman, 73,
of Oxford, Pa., died in July after
eating Boar’s Head liverwurst.
She had cancer, and liverwurst
was one of the few foods she would
eat, he said. He is suing the com-
pany, according to court docu-
ments filed by Marler Clark, a
Seattle law firm.

“I believe Boar’s Head needs to
completely revamp their program
at all of their facilities,” Dorman
said in an email. “Boar’s Head
needs to put the welfare of people
as their highest priority.”

House approves ban on transgender students in women’s, girls’ sports

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
House has passed a bill that would
prohibit federal funding from
flowing to schools unless they ban
transgender athletes from wom-
en’s and girls’ sports.

Two Democrats, Texas Reps.
Henry Cuellar and Vicente Gon-
zalez, voted with Republicans in

favor of the legislation.

“As a grandfather to six won-
derful, capable granddaughters,
this is important to me,” said Rep.
Buddy Carter, R-Ga., who backed
the bill. “This bill would safeguard
and uphold the integrity and safe-
ty of women’s sports and the true
intention of Title IX by allowing all
women the opportunity to achieve

excellence in sports.”

Democrats said the bill unfairly
targeted transgender women and
girls, infringing on their rights
through fearmongering and bully-
ing. After the vote, U.S. Rep. Lucy
McBath, D-Ga., said she opposed
the legislation because it requires
the federal government to inter-
fere with decisions families have

made about their children.

“Im really concerned about
what this opens up for our young
people,” McBath said. “I’'m con-
cerned about who’s going to be do-
ing all of the checking and who’s
going to be doing all of the observ-
ing. And I just think these are
really going to be problematic
questions for families, and we

need tojust protect our children as
much as we can.”

A similar bill is pending in the
Senate, but no vote has been
scheduled.

Discussions on transgender
girls competing in sports is hap-
pening not just in Congress but at
the local level in states across the
country.
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WAR IN UKRAINE

By HANNA ARHIROVA
Associated Press

routes, the report said.
“They’re fast, physically well-prepared,

North Korean rps adp on battlefield

KYIV, Ukraine — For weeks, Ukrainian
troops braced for an unfamiliar enemy:
North Korean soldiers sent to bolster Mos-
cow’s forces after Ukraine launched a light-
ning-fast incursion and seized territory in
Russia’s Kursk region over the summer.

Their arrival marked a new and alarming
phase in the war. And while initially inexpe-
rienced on the battlefield, North Korean
troops have adapted quickly — a develop-
ment that could have far-reaching conse-
quences as they gain combat knowledge in
the war against Ukraine.

Unlike the Russian troops Ukraine has
been battling for nearly three years, Kyiv’s
forces were uncertain about what to expect
from thisnew adversary, drawninto the war
after Moscow and Pyongyang signed an
agreement pledging military assistance us-
ing “all means” if either were attacked.

One UKkrainian soldier who has witnessed
North Koreans in battle described them as
disciplined and highly methodical, saying
they were more professional than their Rus-
sian counterparts. The soldier spoke to The
Associated Press on condition of anonymity
because he was not authorized to discuss the
sensitive military issue.

However, other soldiers, including Ukrai-
nian special forces, have shared battlefield
drone footage on the Telegram messaging
app mocking their tactics as outdated.

Nevertheless, there is consensus among
Ukrainian soldiers, military intelligence
and others monitoring developments on the
ground: While Pyongyang’s troops lacked
battlefield experience when they arrived,
that has been changing quickly.

With1.2million troops, North Korea’s mil-
itary ranks among the largest standing ar-
mies globally. But its post-Korean War for-
eign engagements have been limited, leav-
ing them inexperienced with modern war-
fare technologies like drones.

“For the first time in decades, the North
Korean army is gaining real military experi-
ence,” said Andrii Yusov, spokesperson for
Ukraine’s military intelligence agency.
“Thisis a global challenge —not just for Uk-
raine and Europe, but for the entire world.”

Despite Ukrainian, U.S. and South Ko-
rean assertions that Pyongyang has sent
10,000-12,000 troops to fight alongside Rus-
sia in the Kursk border region, Moscow has
never publicly acknowledged the North Ko-
rean forces.

While reports of their presence first
emerged in October, Ukrainian troops only
confirmed engagement on the ground in De-
cember.

Analysts say that without the influx of

Jon CHoL JIN/AP

Soldiers rally to welcome the 8th Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea at Kim Il
Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, in October 2020.

GAVRIIL GRIGOROV, SPUTNIK/AP

Russian President Vladimir Putin and
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un meet in
Pyongyang in June.

North Korean troops, Russia would have
struggled to pursue its strategy of over-
whelming Ukraine by throwing large num-
bers of soldiers into the battle for Kursk.

While Moscow’s counterattack in Kursk
hasinflicted thousands of Ukrainian casual-
ties, Kyiv’s overstretched forces have man-
aged to hold on to about half of the 380
square miles seized in August, though the
situation remains dynamic. Besides the
symbolic impact of Ukraine’s success cap-
turing Russian territory, control of Kursk
could also be abargaining chip in any cease-
fire negotiations.

According to Ukraine’s intelligence agen-
cy, the North Korean soldiers are operating
alongside Russian units, with the latter pro-
viding reconnaissance and electronic war-
fare support.

The North Koreans wear Russian mili-
tary uniforms with fake military IDs in their
pockets, according to a report by a Ukrai-

nian military unit that has observed them on
the battlefield, and they could easily be mis-
taken for Russian soldiers.

The subterfuge means Moscow and “its
representatives at the U.N. can deny the
facts,” said Yusov, the Ukrainian military
intelligence spokesperson.

Among the things proving their presence
is that they have been heard speaking Ko-
rean with North Korean accents in inter-
cepted communications, Yusov said.

He said the North Korean troops are using
their own weapons and equipment and have
learned to cope with the improvised explo-
sives-laden drones that have become em-
blematic of the war, first-hand experience
even some NATO-member countries don’t
have.

“Thisis anew level of threat,” Yusov said.
“Regional countries must prepare for what
this means in the future.”

The North Koreans’ early missteps were
largely caused by inexperience, such as
movinginlarge groupsinopenterrain, mak-
ing them easy targets for drones and artil-
lery strikes.

According tothe Ukrainian military unit’s
report, the North Korean soldiers were spot-
ted easily as they moved in single-file co-
lumns through forestin groups of three, with
3 to S yards between soldiers. On open ter-
rain, they moved in dispersed formations of
five to 15 soldiers, making them vulnerable
and leading to heavy losses.

However, during night operations, their
movements were swift and units oriented
themselves using red flashlights along

and act strictly according to their algo-
rithms,” said the Ukrainian soldier who
spoke to the AP. “If you drill the same rou-
tines for years, to the point where they can
be executed blindfolded, it will yield re-
sults.”

Despite their discipline, their lack of com-
bat experience hindered their effective-
ness. The Ukrainian military reported that
North Korean troops often sustained heavy
losses, with many killed by drones.

On Thursday, Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy put the number ofkilled or
wounded North Koreans at 4,000, though
U.S. estimates are lower, at around 1,200.

“Much of their military doctrine and
training is based on strategies and experi-
ences from over half a century ago,” said
Glib Voloskyi, a military analyst with the
Ukrainian think tank CBA Initiatives Cen-
ter.

The large-group formations date to when
artillery accuracy was significantly lower,
and observing troop movements much more
difficult. Today, reconnaissance and so-
called first-person view drones, or FPVs,
that transmit video allowing soldiers to
strike targetsin real time have made the bat-
tlefield highly transparent,and anyone step-
ping onto it without cover, let alone moving
in groups, is immediately spotted.

“But itis only a matter of time before they
acquire the necessary skills toimprove their
combat effectiveness, which, combined
with their discipline and training, could
make them a significant military force,” Vo-
loskyi said.

After weeks of fighting, Ukrainian sol-
diers have taken only two prisoners of war.
In announcing the capture Saturday, Zelen-
skyy said taking them alive “was not easy”
because of efforts to conceal the North Ko-
reans’ presence and avoid their interroga-
tion by Ukraine.

North Korean soldiers avoid surrender-
ing at all costs, Zelenskyy said.

This may stem from North Korean inter-
nal propaganda that portrays capture as the
ultimate disgrace, analysts said.

“To be captured alive is considered a be-
trayal of the country, the leader and every-
thing they stand for,” said Seongmin Lee of
the New York-based Human Rights Foun-
dation, who defected from North Korea in
2009.

This belief is instilled from a young age
and reinforced throughout military train-
ing, he said. “Because of the disgrace associ-
ated with the capitulation, heroic soldiers
are supposed to save the last of their bullets
to kill themselves,” Lee said.

Major Russian missile attack forces Ukraine to shut down power grid

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Russia on
Wednesday launched a major bal-
listic and cruise missile attack on
regions across Ukraine, targeting
energy production and compell-
ing authorities to shut down the
power grid in some areas despite
freezing winter weather, officials
said.

The Russian Defense Ministry
said that it launched a strike on

“critically important facilities of
gas and energy infrastructure that
ensure the functioning of Uk-
raine’s military industrial com-
plex.” It didn’t give the target loca-
tions or other details.

The barrage came a day after
the Russian Defense Ministry
vowed a response to what it said
was an attack on Russian soil us-
ing multiple Western-supplied
missiles.

Kyiv hasn’t confirmed that at-
tack, though it said Tuesday that it
hit an oil refinery and a fuel stor-
age depot, a chemical plant pro-
ducing ammunition and two anti-
aircraft missile systems, in a mis-
sile and drone attack that reached
around almost 700 miles into Rus-
sia.

Long-range attacks have been a
feature of the nearly three-year
war, where on the front line snak-

ing about 600 miles from north-
east to southern Ukraine, the ar-
mies have been engaged in a war
of attrition. Russia has been ad-
vancing on the battlefield over the
past year, though its progress has
been slow and costly.

Russia attacked Ukraine with
43 missiles and 74 drones over-
night, the Ukrainian Air Force
said. A total of 30 missiles and 47
drones were shot down, and 27

drones failed to reach their target,
it said.

The Russian missiles sought out
targets from the Lviv region in
western Ukraine near Poland to
Kharkiv in northeast Ukraine bor-
dering Russia. The state energy
company UKrenergo reported
emergency power outages in six
regions. It often shuts down pro-
duction during attacks as a pre-
caution.
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Yoon: Pre3|dent questloned for 10 hours

FROM PAGE 1

Office for High-Ranking Officials
said Yoon was brought into custo-
dy about five hours after investi-
gators arrived at the presidential
compound and about three hours
after they successfully entered the
residence, in their second attempt
to detain him over his imposition
of martial law.

Hundreds of Yoon’s conserva-
tive supporters rallied near the
anti-corruption agency’s office as
he underwent questioning, shout-
ing slogans and holding signs that
read: “We will fight alongside
President Yoon Suk Yeol.”

Also on Wednesday, an uniden-
tified man was in life-threatening
condition after an apparent self-
immolation near the site, accord-
ing to the Gyeonggi provincial fire
department.

After he was questioned for
more than 10 hours, a vehicle car-
rying Yoon arrived at a detention
center in Uiwang, near Seoul, es-
corted by police and presidential
security vehicles. Yoon could be
held in custody for weeks, possi-
bly even months or longer.

The anti-corruption agency,
which is leading a joint investiga-
tion with the police and the mili-
tary over whether Yoon’s martial
law declaration amounted to an at-
tempted rebellion, has 48 hours to
request a court order for his for-
mal arrest.

If it fails to do so, Yoon will be
released. If Yoon is formally ar-
rested, investigators can extend
his detention to 20 days before
transferring the case to public
prosecutors for indictment.

If prosecutorsindict Yoon on re-
bellion and abuse of power
charges, which are the allegations

AHN YOuNnG-JoON / AP

Supporters of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol attend a rally
Wednesday to oppose his impeachment in Gwacheon, South Korea.

examined by investigators, he
could remain under arrest until
the initial court ruling, which is
typically made within six months,
said Park Sung-bae, an attorney
specializing in criminal law.

Under South Korean law, the
leader of a rebellion can face the
death penalty or life imprison-
ment, if convicted.

Yoon’s defense minister, police
chief and several top military
commanders already had been ar-
rested over their roles in the en-
forcement of martial law.

The detention warrant for Yoon,
issued by the Seoul Western Dis-
trict Court, said there were sub-
stantial reasons to suspect that he
committed crimes as a “ringlead-
er of a rebellion.”

The anti-corruption agency told
reporters that Yoon, during sever-
al hours of questioning through
Wednesday evening, exercised
his right to remain silent.

Yoon’s presidential powers
were suspended when parliament

impeached him on Dec. 14. The
impeachment case now rests with
the Constitutional Court, which
could formally remove Yoon from
office or reject the case and rein-
state him.

In a separate message posted on
his Facebook account after he was
detained, Yoon said that “martial
law is not a crime,” saying his dec-
laration was necessary to raise
awareness about an opposition
that was exercising “legislative
dictatorship by blocking laws and
budgets” and “paralyzing” state
affairs.

He denied the rebellion accusa-
tions, describing his impeach-
ment as “fraud.”

As they began the detention op-
eration in the early morning, the
anti-corruption investigators and
police officers engaged in an
hourslong standoff at the com-
pound’s gate with presidential se-
curity forces, but otherwise en-
countered no meaningful resis-
tance.

Israel, Hamas agree
! to ceasefire deal

Associated Press

DOHA, Qatar — Israel and Ha-
mas agreed to a ceasefire deal,
mediators announced Wednes-
day, pausing a devastating 15-
month war in the Gaza Strip and
raising the possibility of winding
down the deadliest and most de-
structive fighting between the bit-
ter enemies.

The deal, coming after weeks of
painstaking negotiationsinthe Qa-
taricapital, promisestherelease of
dozens of hostages held by Hamas
in phases, the release of hundreds
of Palestinian prisoners in Israel
and would allow hundreds of thou-
sands of people displaced in Gaza
to return to what remains of their
homes. It also would flood badly
needed humanitarian aid into a
devastated territory.

Three officials from the U.S. and
one from Hamas confirmed that a
deal had been reached, while a se-
nior Israeli official said details are
still being ironed out.

All three U.S. officials and the
Hamasofficialrequested anonym-
ity to discuss the contours of the
deal before the official announce-
ment by mediators in Doha.

Any agreement still needs to be
approved by Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s Cabi-
net,butisexpected to gointo effect
in the coming days.

The deal is expected to deliver
an initial six-week halt to fighting
that is to be accompanied by the
opening of negotiations on ending
the war altogether.

Over six weeks, 33 of the nearly

100 hostages are to be reunited
with their loved ones after months
in in captivity with no contact with
the outside world, though it’s un-
clearifall are alive.

It remained unclear exactly
when and how many displaced
Palestinians would be able to re-
turn to what remains of their
homes and whetherthe agreement
would lead to a complete end to the
war and the full withdrawal of Is-
raeli troops from Gaza — key Ha-
mas demands for releasing the re-
maining captives.

Many longer-term questions
about postwar Gaza remain, in-
cluding who will rule the territory
or oversee the daunting task of re-
construction.

Still, the announcement offered
the first sign of hope in months that
Israel and Hamas may be winding
down the war.

Hamas triggered the war with
its Oct. 7, 2023, cross-border at-
tack, which Kkilled some 1,200 Is-
raelis and took 250 others hostage.
Israel responded with a fierce of-
fensive that has killed over 46,000
Palestinians, according to local
health officials, displaced an esti-
mated 90% of Gaza’s population
and sparked ahumanitarian crisis.

The U.S., along with Egypt and
Qatar, have brokered months of in-
directtalks between the bitter ene-
mies that finally culminated in this
latest deal. It comes after Israel
and the Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah agreed to a ceasefire in
November, after more than a year
of conflict.
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Owner: Bird flu in
raw milk killed 2 cats

c SAN BERNARDINO

— A California man
whose two cats died after drink-
ing raw milk recalled for bird flu
risk says he meant to keep his be-
loved pets healthy, but his efforts
tragically backfired.

“It’s horrible when you realize
that you’re the one that actually
gave them the milk that killed
them,” said Joseph Journell, 56,
of San Bernardino.

Journell lost his 14-year-old
tabby, Alexander, and Tuxsie, a
4-year-old tuxedo cat, in late No-
vember. A third cat, 4-year-old
Big Boy, was hospitalized for a
week before tests showed the ani-
mal was infected with the HSN1
bird flu virus.

The cats drank unpasteurized
milk from lots recalled by Raw
Farm, of Fresno, whose dairy
products were pulled from Cali-
fornia store shelves in December
after health officials found the vi-
rus in milk for sale, he said. The
animals’ deaths were confirmed
by state and county health offi-
cials. The cats were kept indoors,
with no access to potentially in-
fected birds, and ate convention-
al, not raw, pet food, the owner
said.

Journell said he had been
drinking Raw Farm milk himself
for several months because he
heard it had “better immunity
and healing properties” than pas-
teurized milk.

Basketball fans’ vehicles
broken into near campus

M ANN ARBOR — More

than two dozen vehi-
cles in a high school parking lot
had their windows smashed and
were broken into during a men’s
college basketball game at near-
by University of Michigan.

Ann Arbor police said the
break-ins occurred Sunday,
WXYZ-TV reported. Damage was
reported to 27 vehicles. No ar-
rests have been made.

Fans watching the Wolverines
defeat the Washington Huskies at
Crisler Arena discovered the
damage as they returned to the
lot at Pioneer High School. Cash,
purses, wallets and other items
were taken from the vehicles, po-
lice said.

“Everything was great until we
got back out to the car after the
game and saw glass every-
where,” Joe Weitz told the TV
station.

Governor plans to add
to fireworks infractions

H HONOLULU — Hawaii

Gov. Josh Green on
Monday proposed a range of new
penalties to crack down on those
who flout the state’s fireworks
laws, nearly two weeks after a
fireworks explosion at a Honolulu
home on New Year’s Eve Kkilled
four people and injured about 20
others.

A

P
Presidential preparations

JoN ELswick/AP

Master Sgt. Matthew Nall stands in for President-elect Donald Trump during a rehearsal Sunday on the West Front of the U.S. Capitol ahead of
Trump’s upcoming inauguration in Washington.

The potential new measures in-
clude $300 tickets police could is-
sue to those who shoot off fire-
works and class A felony charges
and decades in prison for those
whose use of fireworks leads to
serious injury or death. The gov-
ernor planned to include the pro-
posals in a bill he will send law-
makers for the new legislative
session beginning Wednesday.

State and county officials have
struggled for years to contain ille-
gal fireworks in Hawaii. Law en-
forcement officers have seized
227,000 pounds of fireworks since
2023.

Florida schedules first
execution of 2025

FL TALLAHASSEE — A
Florida man convicted
of murdering a husband and wife
during a fishing trip nearly 30
years ago is set to be executed
next month in the state’s first
scheduled execution of 2025.

Gov. Ron DeSantis signed the
death warrant for James Ford on
Friday. Ford is slated to be put to
death on Feb. 13 at Florida State
Prison.

Ford was given the death pen-
alty for the Killings of Greg and
Kimberly Malnory, whose bodies
were found at the South Florida
Sod Farm in a remote part of
Charlotte County on April 7,1997.
According to court documents,
the Malnorys had been bludge-

oned and shot, with both suffer-
ing multiple blunt force head in-
juries.

Kimberly had also been raped.
Her body was found near the cou-
ple’s truck, where their 22-
month-old baby had been left for
more than 18 hours, exposed to
the elements and covered in her
mother’s blood.

Ex-university worker gets
1 year for bomb hoax

MA BOSTON — A former

Northeastern Univer-
sity employee who lied to the FBI
about a package blowing up in his
arms at the Boston campus has
been sentenced to just over a year
in prison for the hoax.

Jason Duhaime, 47, from San
Antonio, was convicted on the
federal charges in June of inten-
tionally conveying false and mis-
leading information related to an
explosive device and two counts
of making materially false state-
ments to a federal law enforce-
ment agent. He was sentenced
Monday.

Duhaime worked as the univer-
sity’s new technology manager
and director of the Immersive
Media Lab. In September 2022,
he called the university police to
say he’d collected several pack-
ages from a mail area, including
two Pelican hard plastic cases,
and that when he opened one of
the cases, it exploded and sharp

objects flew out and injured his
arms.

City closing complex
where armed gang seen

c AURORA — A Colora-
do apartment complex
where armed members of a Ve-
nezuelan gang were caught on
video entering a unit last summer
is expected to close in about a
month under an emergency court
order, city officials said Monday.
The city of Aurora had pursued
a lawsuit to declare all but one
building at the complex a crimi-
nal nuisance. Officials last week
asked a judge to close the proper-
ty in the meantime, arguing the
situation reached a “breaking
point” following the violent kid-
napping and assault of two resi-
dents last month.
The city’s request was granted
Friday ahead of a court hearing
Monday.

Governor pledges to
rebuild after Helene

N RALEIGH — North
Carolina Gov. Josh

Stein kicked off his term in office
Saturday by praising the resi-
lience of the state’s residents fol-
lowing Hurricane Helene and
pledging to “cut through red tape
to help people rebuild quicker.”
The Democrat also offered an
upbeat message, expressing his

willingness to work with the Re-
publican-controlled General As-
sembly on a host of issues, from
creating jobs and recruiting
teachers to smashing drug rings
and combating the devastating
effects of fentanyl.

The new governor invoked
“North Carolina Strong” and cre-
ated a picture of state lawmakers
“working together across our dif-
ferences to get things done.”

$2B Powerball jackpot
winner loses LA home

CA LOS ANGELES — The

Altadena resident who
won the largest ever Powerball
jackpot and used some of his win-
nings to buy homes in exclusive
Los Angeles County neighbor-
hoods has lost at least one of those
properties to the wildfires.

Edwin Castro won Powerball’s
$2 billion jackpot in 2023, which
equated to about $1 billion in win-
nings after taxes, and purchased
homes in Malibu, another in Alta-
dena and a third in the Holly-
wood Hills, according to property
records reviewed by the Los An-
geles Times.

By the night of Jan. 8, two of
the homes sat in evacuation zones
and the third had burned to the
ground, according to a review of
satellite imagery from Airbus re-
viewed by the Times.

From wire services
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All the ladies’ singles

Women pop artists top US charts as 2024 music streams hit nearly 5T

By MARIA SHERMAN
Associated Press

More music, more listeners, no
problems.

The global music industry hit
4.8 trillion streams in 2024, a new
single-year record, Luminate’s
2024 Year-End Report found.
That’s up 14% from 2023, which
held the previous record.

If you streamed a lot more mu-
sic in 2024 — and in particular, a
lot of women pop performers —
you are not alone. In the U.S., on-
demand audio streams grew at a
rate of 6.4%, totaling 1.4 trillion.

Contemporary music is fueling
the growth. The overwhelming
majority of U.S. plays — 79.5% —
were from songs released in 2010
or later. Songs released between
2020 and 2024 accounted for near-
ly half of all streams.

And Taylor Swift, 2024’s most-
streamed songwriter worldwide,
is only partially responsible.

Pop rules

Midway through 2024, Lumi-
nate determined that Latin music
had become the fastest-growing
streaming genre in the United
States — up 15.1% from summer
2023 — followed by pop, rock and
country.

A lot can change in half a year,
because now pop leads, followed
by rock and Latin.

“We saw some interesting
trends within the U.S.,” said Jaime
Marconette, Luminate’s vice
president of music insights and in-
dustry relations.

“Latin was the fastest-growing
U.S. streaming genre in the first
half of the year based on growth of
genre streaming share. However,
due to a shift of streaming activity
in the second half of the year, pop
took the No. 1 spot ... Female solo
artists led this surge in pop con-
sumption, as streams of their mu-

sic were responsible for nearly
two-thirds of all audio streams
among the top 100 pop artists in
the U.S.”

The shift is led by six women
who dominated pop’s streams in
the U.S.:

1. Taylor Swift, 12.8 billion

2. Billie Eilish, 4.46 billion

3. Sabrina Carpenter, 3.71 bil-
lion

4. Ariana Grande, 3.12 billion

S. Olivia Rodrigo, 2.76 billion

6. Chappell Roan, 2.49 billion

That’s at least partially reflect-
ed in the top 10 global streaming
songs as well:

1. “Beautiful Things,” Benson
Boone

2. “Espresso,” Sabrina Carpen-
ter,

3. “Birds of a Father,” Billie Eil-
ish,

4. “Lose
Swims,

S. “Die with a Smile,” Lady Ga-

Control,” Teddy

TNS photos

Sabrina Carpenter, left, Billie Eilish and Taylor Swift topped the list of
pop artists streamed in the United States in 2024.

ga and Bruno Mars

6. “Gata Only,” FloyyMenor

7. “A Bar Song (Tipsy),” Sha-
boozey,

8. “Too Sweet,” Hozier

9. “Cruel Summer,”
Swift

10. “Please Please Please,” Sa-
brina Carpenter

Regional Mexican grows

In 2024, regional Mexican mu-
sic overtook Latin pop as the lar-
gest Latin subgenre in the U.S.

“Latin still grew by both volume
and its share of total U.S. audio
streaming during the course of
2024,” Marconette said. “When
looking at Latin subgenre activity,
Regional Mexican dominated in
terms of growth.”

Taylor

Regional Mexican music — en-
compassing mariachi, banda, cor-
ridos, norteno, sierrefio and more
— has become a global phenome-
non over the past few years.

The genre reached 28.57 billion
streams in 2024, followed by Latin
pop with 24.09 billion.

Rap and R&B are forever

When it comes to overall music
streaming in the U.S., R&B and
hip-hop still lead, accounting for
more than one in every four
streams stateside.

In 2024, rap and R&B accounted
for 341.63 billion on-demand au-
dio streams, followed by rock with
234.22 billion, pop with 165.49 bil-
lion, country with 117.S8 billion
and Latin with 113.02 billion.

Carrie Underwood,
Village People set
for inauguration

Associated Press

Country music star Carrie Un-
derwood will perform “America
the Beautiful” at Donald Trump’s
inauguration next week and the
1970s hitmakers Village People
will play at two inaugural events.

Underwood, who launched her
career on “American Idol,” is to
perform shortly before Trump
takes the oath of office at the U.S.
Capitol on Jan. 20, according to a
copy of the inaugural program.

“I'love our country and am hon-
ored to have been asked to sing at
the Inauguration and to be a small
part of this historic event,” Under-
wood said in a statement Monday.
“I am humbled to answer the call
at a time when we must all come
together in the spirit of unity and
looking to the future.”

Village People made a name for
themselves in the late ’70s for
their chant-along dance-pop hits
and their colorful on-stage perso-
nas.

The group’s best-known hit,
“Y.M.C.A.,” became a staple of
Trump’srallies in the last election,
along with their hit “Macho Man.”

The American disco group is set
to perform at one of Trump’s in-
augural balls and a rally he’s hold-
ing in Washington the day before
he’s sworn in.

Other inauguration ceremony
performers include two of the
president-elect’s musical favo-
rites, country singer Lee Green-
wood and opera singer Christoph-
er Macchio.

KIRsTY WIGGLESWORTH/AP
An art handler displays one of 90 guitars of Jeff Beck’s on Tuesday in London before an auction next week.

Rock icon Jetf Beck’s guitars on display
in London before being sold at auction

Rod Stewart to Davie Bowie, Stevie Wonder, Tina

Associated Press

Some of the most iconic guitars in rock history are
going on display in London before they go under the

hammer at auction.

Auctioneer Christie’s held a preview on Tuesday
for the collection of the late Jeff Beck, who died in
January 2023 at age 78. The public can now view 90
guitars and dozens of other items that belonged to
Beck, whom Christie’s calls “the ultimate guitarist’s
guitar hero,” until they are sold on Jan. 22.

One of a group of 1960s guitar heroes that included
Eric Clapton, Jimmy Page and Jimi Hendrix, Beck
was twice inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
— with his 1960s band Yardbirds and as a solo artist.
Renowned for his unique sound and improvisational
skill, he played over the years with everyone from

Turner and Johnny Depp.
Valued at more than $1.2 million, the collection in-

cludes an oxblood 1954 Gibson Les Paul that Beck

bought in Memphis in 1972 and played for the rest of
the decade. The guitar, which is featured on the cover
of Beck’s Grammy-winning 1975 jazz-fusion album
“Blow by Blow,” is expected to sell for between
$425,000 and $610,000.

The sale includes a Telecaster-Gibson hybrid
“Tele-Gib” valued at between $122,000 and $183,000
and Beck’s 1954 Sunburst Fender Stratocaster, val-
ued at between $61,000 and $98,000.

Beck’s widow, Sandra Beck, said it was a “massive
wrench” to part with the collection, but that “I know
Jeff wanted for me to share this love.”

‘Conclave’ gets 12
BAFTA nominations

Papal thriller “Conclave,”
which stars Ralph Fiennes as a
cardinal overseeing the election of
a new pope, leads the race for the
British Academy Film Awards,
with nominations in 12 categories,
one more than the genre-busting
trans musical “Emilia Perez.”

The awards ceremony is sched-
uled to take place on Feb. 16 at the
Royal Festival Hall in central Lon-
don and will be hosted by David
Tennant.

The five films nominated for
best film were “Conclave,” “Emi-
lia Perez,” the 215-minute postwar
epic “The Brutalist,” the Palme
d’Or-winning comedy/drama
“Anora” and the Bob Dylan biopic
“A Complete Unknown.”

“The Brutalist” ended up with
nine nominations, including lead-
ing actor for Adrien Brody, who
faces stiff competition from
Fiennes and Timothee Chalamet,
who plays the young Dylan in “A
Complete Unknown.”

The other actors nominated are
Hugh Grant for “Heretic,” Col-
man Domingo for “Sing Sing” and
Sebastian Stan for “The Appren-
tice.”

“Anora,” sci-fi epic “Dune: Part
Two” and “Wicked” each received
seven nominations. “A Complete
Unknown” received six nomina-
tions, as did “Kneecap,” the Irish-
language hip-hop drama.

The prizes, Britain’s equivalent
of Hollywood’s Academy Awards,
will be watched closely for hints of
who may win at the Oscars on
March 3.

The Associated Press
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hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal.
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communist who knoweth ‘aught
about the way the world works.

Thomas Jefferson: Communist?
What is a “Communist”?

musketsam: You would have us
believe all men are “equal.” I
suppose that means you also think
all men should be given polar bears
made of jelly beans and whatever

_else they want.

BUY CANDORVILLE BOOKS at WWW.CANDORVILLE.COM

about all men being created equal,
you are doing a good job of it.

John Adams: LOL!

John Smith: This is a good article. b

If you enjoyed this article as I did,
you may also like this WONDERFUL
SALE ON TOMAHAWKS 1 discovered.
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SOME

DIFFICULTY MAKING OUT SOUNDS, THE SILVERY
FISH DECIDED TO TAKE A HERRING TEST.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A equals D
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OPINION

Micro-deportations are more likely, more worrisome

By JAMES WITTE AND MARIssA Kiss
Tribune News Service
ith President-elect Donald
Trump’s inauguration days
away, much attention is fo-
cused on the rhetoric and real-
ity surrounding his first day back in office. Per
one count, Trump has made 41 day-one prom-
ises, with mass deportation topping the list.
We should be more worried about micro-de-
portations.

The mass deportation rhetoric is loud and
clear. At an October rally, Trump promised
“thelargest programin American History” on
day one. The 1798 Alien Enemies Act, Trump
claimed, would be invoked to protect the na-
tion from invasion by millions of illegal aliens.

This would trigger long and lengthy legal
challenges and, in the meantime, a broader
understanding among Americans of mass de-
portation’s consequences.

Costs and logistics are a starting point. The
American Immigration Council puts the one-
time, immediate fiscal costs — identification,
arrest, detention, legal proceedings and re-
moval — of deporting an estimated 13 million
unauthorized migrants at $315 billion.

For perspective, this migrant population is
morethansix timesthatofallinmates current-
ly in America’slocal, county, state and federal
prisons andjails. This could not happen quick-
ly, and if implemented within a decade would
cost close to $1 trillion.

Mass deportation would alsoleave a painful
hole in America’s workforce. While wages
would rise, supply chains and production
would be disrupted, particularly where unau-
thorized migrants play essential roles. For ex-
ample, there would be shortages of home
health workers in the Northeast or farm work-
ersin California and Florida.

Nowhere would the disruption be more pro-
nounced than in construction. Census data

show 40% of construction workers as foreign-
born and 31% as noncitizens. The unautho-
rized share is estimated at 23% (or nearly
466,000 workers) by the Center for American
Progress.

Thus, mass deportation would bring local-
ized pain. After 98 residents died in 22021 con-
do collapse, more than 900,000 condo units in
southern Florida were identified for inspec-
tion and repair. Among construction workers
in the Miami-Fort Lauderdale-West Palm
Beach areas, 77% are foreign-born and SS%
are noncitizens. If unauthorized laborers are
removed, who will do the work?

The same applies nationwide. Less than
40% of the five-year, $1.2 trillion Bipartisan In-
frastructure Law has been even allocated to
announced projects. Bidding, contracting and
building on the long-awaited infrastructure is
still to come.

Finally, Americans’ openness to mass de-
portation would be tested once the enormous
human and social costs become real: millions
of lives upended, dreams shattered, and fam-
ilies separated. Suspicion and mistrust would
heighten, as would anxiety and desperation,
for any immigrant whose status is not appar-
ent to suspicious neighbors and public offi-
cials. This climate of fear would extend to citi-
zens living with unauthorized migrants in
“mixed-status” households. There would be
protests, counter protests and polarization un-
like any in memory.

Quite simply, legal and political opposition
and a taste of the economic and social costs
make mass deportation unlikely. However,
micro-deportations seem inevitable.

Separate from Trump’s day-one promises,
the Republican-led House of Representatives
has placed five immigration-related mea-
sures in an initial package of rules. Included
are provisos that could set up an early vote to
cut federal aid to “sanctuary cities” that donot

cooperate with federal removal efforts.

Already in 2025, the House passed the La-
ken Riley Act authorizing deporting undocu-
mented immigrants “charged with, arrested
for, convicted for, or admits to having commit-
ted acts that constitute the essential elements
of burglary, theft, larceny, or shoplifting.”
Definitions this broad make overzealous pros-
ecution and disregard for due process real
possibilities.

These provisions, central to many Republi-
can campaigns, are likely to pass and would
grantthe executive branchlegal authority and
policy levers to immediately pursue a more
robust micro-deportation strategy.

Prisons and jails would be obvious starting
points. Transitory housing facilities and
homeless encampments would follow. Tom
Homan, Trump’s incoming border czar, has
called for family detention centers that could
include children in mixed-status families, and
that parents subject to deportation with U.S.-
citizen children “are going to have to make a
decision whatyouwanttodo...take yourchild
with you or leave the child here in the United
States with a relative.”

Speaking on behalf of Mexican Americans,
who constitute the largest share of unautho-
rized migrants, former Illinois Rep. Luis Gu-
tierrez says, “They’re coming to our schools,
they’re coming to our hospital, they’re coming
to our churches and sanctuaries on Sundays.”

Though differing in scale from mass depor-
tation, micro-deportations will yield asmaller,
more localized, and more likely mix of eco-
nomic and social disruption. Fewer individu-
als, families and communities may feel the
pain, and it may receive less attention, but it
will be widespread and very real.

James Witte is an affiliated research fellow with the Mercatus
Center at George Mason University and director of the Institute
for Immigration Research. Marissa Kiss is a postdoctoral
research fellow with the Institute.

To truly save the planet, stop eating free-range beef

By EpDUARDO PORTER
Special to The Washington Post
’m alittle late to the New Year’s resolu-
tions rush for 2025. But in case some of
you are still pondering which rules to
embrace and which pleasures to forgo
in the name of a higher purpose, I want to put
anunorthodox optiononthetable: Tosavethe
world from climate change, stop eating orga-
nic. Ifyou truly think the world is on the verge
of a climate catastrophe, cut the grass-fed,
free-range, hormone-free, happy-cow steak.

Admittedly, it would be better for the envi-
ronment if the world went off steak (and
lamb) altogether. Doing so would cut down
on the methane belches while curbing one of
the main causes of deforestation, which itself
releases tons of carbon dioxide into the atmo-
sphere. Beef production generates 310 Kilo-
grams of carbon dioxide perkilo of protein —
on average seven times as much as chicken.

But ending beef consumption won’t hap-
penanytime soon. Thereisalotof pent-up de-
mand for meat, with vast populations that
have never had a bite. If the denizens of
Brooklyn, Berkeley and other enlightened
spots all slashed their beef intake, plenty of
people in less-advantaged places would wel-
come the falling prices as an opportunity to
order steak.

A second-best solution, then, would be to
let go of the idyllic image of a family farm we
all have somewhere in our mind’s eye — of a
denim-clad farmer walking from a barn to a

pasture, calling out the names of his pam-
pered cows. We need to instead embrace the
reality that this guy’s operation does more
damage to the climate per pound of beef than
corporate farms do. Factory farms are better
for the environment.

Grass-fed cows grow more slowly than
those fattened with grain, burping methane
the whole time. Moreover, organic feed also
requires more land to produce, further en-
couraging deforestation. An evaluation by
the World Resources Institute of studies on
the carbon impact of farming concluded that
grass-fed, organic and free-range meat and
dairy production systems used more land per
gram of protein 90% of the time and emitted
more greenhouse gases in 70% of the cases.

There are, to be sure, other reasons to pre-
fer organic meat. Corporate cows get fed alot
more antibiotics. If most of us ate grass-fed
animals instead, antimicrobial resistance
might not be as much of a problem. Still, in
terms of impact on the climate, land use
trumps every other consideration.

This is not merely a beef about beef, by the
way. The thought applies to all of our food. In-
deed, agriculture accounts for over 25% of all
greenhouse gas emissions. And deforesta-
tion, which converts native forests critical to
sequestering carbon fromthe airinto pasture
and cropland, is a big part of this. According
tothe U.N.’s Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion, 38% ofthe world’sland is devoted to agri-
culture. About one-third of this is devoted to

cropland and two-thirds to pastures and
meadows for livestock.

The orthodox disgust for Big Ag and its in-
dustrialized, fertilizer- and herbicide-heavy
approach to food somehow ignores how ef-
fective it has been at reducing the impact of
food production on natural ecosystems. In
1961, 0.45 hectares were devoted to cropland
for each person on the planet. By 2016 that
haddroppedto0.21 hectares,accordingtothe
FAO. But a growing population must be fed.
According to a new study, as the population
expanded by 21%, to 7.7 billion, the world’s
cropland area expanded by 9% from 2003 to
2019, to 1.24 billion hectares. And the rate of
expansion has accelerated sharply over the
past two decades. Research by WRI found
that based on current trends, land twice the
size of India will be converted for agriculture
between 2010 and 2050. The world desper-
atelyneedstoproduce more food onlessland.

There are a variety of things that can be
done to take pressure off the land. But reviv-
ing the family farm is not among them. Agri-
culture needs more science — more high-
tech crops, fertilizers and herbicides. It
needs more genetic engineering, not less.

Meanwhile, if you plan to keep splurging
onrib-eyes, make sure they’re not free-range
and grass-fed.

Eduardo Porter is an editorial writer and columnist at The
Washington Post. He is the author of “American Poison” and
“The Price of Everything.”
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SCOREBOARD/COLLEGE FOOTBALL

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Tuesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Louisville 85, Syracuse 61
St. John’s 63, Georgetown 58

SOUTH

Auburn 88, Mississippi St. 66
Belmont 71 Valparaiso 64
Clemson 70 Georgia Tech 59
Duke 89, Miami 54

Kentucky 81, Texas A&M 69

LSU 78, Arkansas 74

Mississippi 74, Alabama 64
Missouri 83, Florida 82

North Texas 69, East Carolina 60
VCU 78, Saint Louis 62

MIDWEST

Akron 85, Toledo 78

Bowling Green 79, Buffalo 61
Cent. Michigan 82, E. Michigan 63
Creighton 84, Providence 64
lllinois 94, Indiana 69
Marquette 85, DePaul 83, OT
Miami (Ohio) 84, N. lllinois 69
N. lowa 73, Evansville 56
Ohio 86, Ball St. 71

Texas Tech 61, Kansas St. 57
UALR 73, SE Missouri 71

W. Michigan 94, Kent St. 83
Wichita St. 68, Charlotte 59
Wisconsin 70, Ohio St. 68
Xavier 69, Villanova 63

SOUTHWEST
UTSA 90, Rice 84

FAR WEST

Arizona 81, Baylor 70

BYU 85, oOklahoma St. 69

Boise St. 96, Wyoming 55
Nevada 68, 'Air Force 62

San Diego St. 75, Colorado St. 60
San Jose St. 71, New Mexico 70
Southern Cal 99, lowa 89

UCF 95, Arizona St. 89

Men’s Top 25 schedule
Thursday’s games

(15\1%.) 16 Gonzaga (14-4) at Oregon St.
No. 18 Memphis (13-3) at Temple (10-6)
(Sl\g. 20 Michigan (13-3) at Minnesota

Saturday’s games

( No.) 1 Auburn (15-1) at No. 23 Georgia
14-2
( No.)2 lowa St. (14-1) at West Virginia
12-3
No. 3 Duke (14-2) at Boston College (9-7)
(121%.)4 Alabama (14-2) at No. 8 Kentucky
No. 5 Florida (15-1) vs. Texas (11-5)
(15\1%) 6 Tennessee (15-1) at Vanderbilt
No. 7 Marquette (14-2) vs. Xavier (10-7)
No. 9 Kansas (12-3) vs. Kansas St. (7-8)
No. 10 Houston (12-3) at UCF (11-4)
No. 11 Texas A&M (13-3) vs. LSU (11-5)
( No.) 13 Oregon (15-2) vs. No. 17 Purdue
13-4
No. 14 UConn (13-4) vs. Creighton (10-6),
No. 15 Mississippi St. (14-2) vs. No. 21
Mississippi (14-2)
(151%) 16 Gonzaga (14-4) vs. Santa Clara
No. 24 Wisconsin (13-3) at Southern Cal
(10-6)

Sunday’s games

No. 12 Michigan St. (14-2) vs. No. 19 Illi-
nois (12-4)

No. 18 Memphis (13-3) at Charlotte (7-10)

No. 20 Michigan (13-3) vs. Northwestern

(10-6)
No. 25 Baylor (11-4) vs. TCU (9-6)

Tuesday’s women’s scores
EAST
Maryland 99, Minnesota 92

SOUTH
UAB 62, South Florida 61

MIDWEST

Butler 63, Georgetown 53
lowa St. 71, Texas Tech 58
UALR 67, SE Missouri 63

SOUTHWEST

Baylor 70, Utah 61
Houston 79, Oklahoma St. 76
TCU 90, UCF 81

Women’s Top 25 schedule
Thursday’s games

No. 2 South Carolina (16-1) at No. 19 Ala-
bama (16-2)

No. 3 Notre Dame (14-2) vs. No. 17
Georgia Tech (15-2)

No. 7 Texas (16-2) at Auburn (9-8)

No. 9 Ohio St. (16-0) at Wisconsin (10-7)

No. 11 Kansas St.(17-1) vs. Arizona (11-7)

No. 13 Oklahoma (14-3) vs. Missouri

1-8

No. 14 North Carolina (15-3) at SMU
(10-7)

No. 15 Tennessee (14-2) vs. Mississippi
St. (15-3)

No. 16 Duke (13-4) vs. No. 18 California

-2

6

No.21 NC State (12-4) vs. Pittsburgh (9-9)
Friday’s game

No. 10 TCU (17-1) vs. No. 23 Utah (13-3)

Saturday’s game
No. 24 Oklahoma St. (14-2) at UCF (7-8)

Tuesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Agreed to terms
with RHP Jonathan Heasley on a minor-
league contract.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Promoted Alex
Hassan, Sean Johnson and Josh Kalk to as-
sistant general manager.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Designated C
Nick Raposo for assignment.

National League

CHICAGO CUBS — Traded INF/OF Miles
Mastrobuoni to Seattle in exchange for
cash considerations.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Agree to
terms with RHPs Nabil Crismatt, José
Cuas, Joel Kuhnel, Griff McGarry, John
McMillon, Nicholas Padilla, Austin Schul-
fer and Guillo Zuiiga, LHP Nick Vespi, C
Payton Henry and INF Rafael Lantigua on
minor league contracts.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NEW YORK KNICKS — Assigned C Ariel
Hukporti to the Westchester Knicks of the
G League.

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS — Signed F Pete
Nance to a two-way contract.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ATLANTAFALCONS — Signed C Matthew
Cindric, DT Junior Aho, OL Matthew Cin-
dric, WRs Phillip Dorsett Il, Dylan Drum-
mond, Jesse Matthews and Makai Polk, RB
Elijah Dotson, OGs Joey Fisher and Jo-
vaughn Gwyn, DBs Lamar Jackson and
Benny Sapp Ill, QB Emory Jones, DE Khalid
Kareem, OT Tyrone Wheatley Jr to re-
serve/futures contracts.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Promoted Tom-
my Rees to offensive coordinator. Signed
G Brady Latham and DT Ralph Holley to re-
serve/futures contracts.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Signed CBlIsaiah
Dunn, WR Tulu Griffin, CB Kaleb Hayes, C
Trey Hill, TE Johnny Lumpkin, DLs Keith
Randolph and Nesta Jade Silvera to re-
serve/futures contracts.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Released WR Dion-
tae Johnson. Placed TE Cade Stover on in-
jured reserve.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Signed S
Emany Johnson to a reserve/futures con-
tract.

NEW YORK JETS — Signed K Anders Carl-
son and TE Neal Johnson to reserve/fu-
tures contracts.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Signed WR
Parris Campbelltothe active rosterand LB
Nick Morrow and WR Elijah Cooks to the
practice squad. Released WR Joseph Nga-
ta from the practice squad Placed LB Na-
kobe Dean on injured reserve.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed QB

kylar Thompson, DB Joshuah Bledsoe, OL

ylan Cook, DTs Domenique Davis and Ja-
cob Slade, LBs Devin Harper, Eku Leota,
Thomas Rush and Julius Welschof, RBs
Evan Hull and Aaron Shampklin, DBs
D’'Shawn Jamison and Kyler McMichael,
WRs Brandon Johnson and Lance
McCutcheon and Gs Steven Jones and
Doug Nester to reserve/futures contracts.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Signed S
Marcus Banks, WRs Marquez Callaway,
Dennis Houston and Tanner Knue, CB Dal-
lis Flowers, DL Mike Greene, OLs Garret
Greenfield, Luke Haggard, Lorenz Metz
and Raigwon O’Neal, LBs Antonio Grier Jr.,
Daniel Grzesiak and Deion Jones, QB Mi-
chael Pratt, TE Tanner Taula, RB DJ Wil-
liams and SRashad Wisdomto reserve/fu-
tures contracts.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

BOSTON BRUINS — Moved D Hampus
Lindholm to long-term injured reserve.
Promoted D Michael Callahan from Provi-
dence (AHL). Recalled C Matthew Poitras
from Providence. Placed C Mark Kastelic
and D Charlie McAvoy on injured reserve.

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Recalled D Ty
Smith from Chicago (AHL). Placed G Frede-
rik Andersen on injured reserve.

EDMONTON OILERS — Recalled C Noah
Philip from Bakersfield (AHL).

NEW YORK RANGERS — Activated LW
Chris Kreider from injured reserve.

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — Activated C
Evgeni Malkin from injured reserve.

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Activated LW Igor
Chernyshov from the injured non-roster
list and assigned to San Jose (AHL).

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Recalled F
Jack Finley from Syracuse (AHL). Sent F
Gage Goncalves to Syracuse.

UTAH HOCKEY CLUB — Placed RW Dylan
Guenther on injured reserve.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

D.C. UNITED — Acquired M Randall Leal
off waivers.

INTER MIAMI CF — Signed F Tadeo Al-
lende on a one-year loan from Spanish La-
Liga side Real Club Celta de.

NASHVILLE SC — Exercised a buyout op-
tion on a retained portion of M Randall
Leal’s contract.

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION — Signed D
Wyatt Omsberg to a one-year contract.

NEW YORK CITY FC — Signed G Greg Ran-
jitsingh to a two-year contract.

SAN ANTONIO FC — Re-signed G Richard
Sanchez.

SAN DIEGO FC — Signed M Alejandro Al-
varado Jr. to a two-year contract.

SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES — Signed D
Reid Roberts to a one-year contract.

TENNIS

Australian Open

Wednesday
At Melbourne Park
Melbourne, Australia
Purse: AUD43,250,000
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Seedings in parentheses
Men'’s Singles
Second Round

JiriLehecka (24), Czechia, def. Hugo Gas-
ton, France, 6-3, 3-1, ret. o

Carlos Alcaraz (3), Spam def. Yoshihito
Nishioka, Japan, 6-0, 6-1, 6-

Tomas Machac (26) Czech|a, def. Reilly
Opelka, United States, 3-6, 7-6 (1), 6-7 (5),
7-6 (4), 6-4.

Benjamin Bonzi, France, def Francesco
Passaro, Italy, 6-2, 6-4, 3-6, 6

Nuno Borges, Portugal def Jordan
Thompson (27), Australia, 6-3, 6-2, 6-4.

Novak Djokovic (7), Serbia, def. Jaime
Faria, Portugal, 6-1, 6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-2

Roberto Carballes Baena, Spain, def.
James Duckworth, Australia, 6-4, 6-2, 7-5.

Arthur Fils (20), France def. Quentln Ha-
lys, France, 6-2, 4-6, 76(2) 7-5.

Jakub Men5|k Czechla def Casper Ru-
ud (6), Norway,G -2, 3-6, 6-1, 6-4.

Ugo Humbert (14) France, def. Hady Ha-
bib, Lebanon, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4.

Aleksandar Vuk|c, Austraha, def. Sebas-
t|a3n7Kgrda (22), United States, 6-4, 3-6, 2-6,

Jacob Fearnley, Britain, def. Arthur Ca-
zaux, France, 3-6, 7-5, 6-2, 6-3.

Alexander Zverev (2), Germany, def. Pe-
dro Martinez, Spain, 6-1, 6-4, 6-1

Jack Draper (15), Brltaln def. Thanasi
é%kkmakls Australia, 6-7 (3) 6-3, 3-6, 7-5,

Tommy Paul (12), United States, def. Kei
Nishikori, Japan, 6-7 (3), 6-0, 6-3, 6-1.

Alejandro Davidovich Fokma, Spaln, def.
Felix Auger-Aliassime (29), Canada, 6-7
(7),6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-1, 6-3.

Women’s Singles
Second Round

Olga Danilovic, Serbia, def. Liudmila
Samsonova (25), Russia, 6-1, 6-2.

Clara Tauson, Denmark def. Tatjana
Maria, German[y, 6-2, 6-2.

Jessica Pegula (7), United States, def. El-
ise Mertens, Belgium, 6-4, 6-2.

Magdalena Frech (23), Poland def. Anna
Blinkova, Russia, 0-6, 6-0, 6-2.

Aryna Sabalenka (1) Belarus def. Jessi-
ca Bouzas Maneiro, Spain, 6-3, 7-5.

Laura S|egemund, Germany, def. Zheng
Qinwen (5), China, 7-6 (3), 6-3.

Belinda Bencic, Switzerland, def. Suzan
Lamens, Netherlands, 6-1, 7-6 (3).

Mirra Andreeva (14), Ru55|a, def. Moyu-
ka Uchijima, Japan, 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (8).

Naomi Osaka, Japan, def. Karolina Mu-
chova (20), Czechia, 1-6, 6-1, 6-3.

Leylah Annie Fernandez (30), Canada,
def. Cristina Bucsa, Spain, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Diana Shnaider (12), Russna, def. Ajla
Tomljanovic, Australia, 6-4, 7

Coco Gauff (3), United States def. Jodie
Burrage, Britain, 6-3, 7-5.

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (27), Russia,
g%f 6A£1asta5|a Potapova, Russia, 7-6 (2),

Marta Kostyuk (17), Ukraine, def. Jule
Niemeier, Germany, 6-3, 6-0.

Donna Vekic (18), Croatla, def. Harriet
Dart, Britain, 4-6, 6-0, 6-2.

Paula Badosa(ll) Spain, def. Talia Gib-
son, Australia, 6-1, 6-0.

Men’s Doubles
First Round

Ariel Behar, Uruguay, and Robert Gallo-
way, United States, def. Alexander Bublik,
Kazakhstan, and Alexander Shevchenko,
Russia, 6-4, 6-1.

Simone Bolelii and Andrea Vavassori ),
Italy, def. Hendrik Jebens and Constantin
Frantzen, Germany, 6-3, 6-4

Jamie Murray, Brltaln, and John Peers
(12), Australia, def. Borna Gojo, Croatia,
(af_sdel\giomir Kecmanovic, Serbia, 6-3, 6-7

Adam Walton and Tristan Schoolkate,
Australia, def. Yuki Bhambri, India, and Al-
bano Olivetti, France, 6-2, 7- 6 (3).

Diego Hidalgo, Ecuador, and Luciano
Darderi, Italy, def. Marco Bortolotti and
Flavio Cobolli, Italy, 7-5, 6-4.

Marc Polmans and Matthew Christoph-
er Romios, Australia, def. Arthur Rinderk-
geecr% %nd Manuel Guinard, France, 7-6 (2),

Botic Van de Zandschulp and Tallon
Griekspoor, Netherlands, def. Christopher
O’Connell, Australia, and Roman Safiullin,
Russia, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3

Women'’s Doubles
First Round

Shuko Aoyama and Eri Hozumi, Japan,
def. Caroline Dolehide and Ashlyn Krueg-
er, United States, 6-4, 6-2.

Viktoriya Tomova, Bulgaria, and Rebec-
ca Sramkova, Slovakia, def. Wang Yafan
and Xinyu Jiang, China, 6-2, 7-5.

Sara Sorribes Tormo, Spain, and Kamilla
Rakhimova, Russia, def. Irina Khromache-
va, Russia, and Anna Danilina (8), Kazakh-
stan, 6-3, 6-1.

Timea Babos Hungary, and Nicole Mel-
ichar-Martinez (13), United States, def. Ca-
ty McNally and Hailey Bapt|ste, United
States, 7-6 (2), 6-4.

Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, and Erin
Routliffe (2), New Zealand, def. Danielle
Collins and Desirae Krawczyk, United
States, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3.

Zhang Shuai, China, and Kristina Mlade-
novic (9), France, def. Arantxa Rus, Neth-
erlands, and McCartney Kessler, United
States, 5-7, 6-3, 7-5.

Taylor Townsend, United States, and Ka-
terina Siniakova (1), Czechia, def. Fanny
Stollar, Hungary, and Lulu Sun, New Zea-
land, 6-2, 6-4.

Maia Lumsden, Britain, and Anna Sisko-
va, Czechia, def. Oksana Kalashnikova,
Georgia, and Varvara Gracheva, Russia,

y

GARETH PATTERSON/AP

Quarterback Quinn Ewers passed for 9,128 yards and 68 TDs and
led Texas to the College Football Playoff twice in his career.

Ewers enters draft,
turning Texas reins
over to Manning

By Jim VERTUNO
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas junior
quarterback Quinn Ewers de-
clared for the NFL Draft on
Wednesday, ending a Longhorns
career in which he led the pro-
gram to a Big 12 championship
and twice to the College Football
Playoff but was not always em-
braced by a fan base eagerly wait-
ing for Arch Manning to take over.

Ewers passed for 9,128 yards
and 68 touchdowns in a career that
few Texas quarterbacks can
match. He had hinted before the
season ended that it would be his
last in college.

“These past three years have
been some of the best years I could
have imagined,” Ewers said in so-
cial media post announcing his de-
cision. “The relationships I've
built between coaches and team-
mates will last forever.”

His 27 career wins rank fourth
as a starting quarterback at Tex-
as, and he led the Longhorns to
their first Big 12 title in 14 years in
2023 before the program moved to
the Southeastern Conference. In
their first season in the SEC, the
Longhorns rose to their first No. 1
ranking since 2008 and played in
the league championship game.

Ewers’ biggest legacy will be
leading the program to the playoff
semifinals in consecutive years,
though it fell short of the cham-
pionship game. He had a fumble
on asack thatled to a game-clinch-
ing touchdown for Ohio State on
Jan. 10 in the Cotton Bowl.

Ewers, who grew up in the Dal-
las suburbs, was the top-rated
high school quarterback in the

country when he signed with Ohio
State and left school early to the
join the Buckeyes for the 2021 sea-
son. But after one season spent
deep on the Ohio State depth
chart, Ewers transferred to Texas,
which had just finished S-7 in
coach Steve Sarkisian’s first sea-
son.

He was the starter by the season
opener in 2022 and led the team
through seasons of 8-5, 12-2 and
13-3 records. But he was dogged
by various shoulder, abdomen and
ankle injuries and missed at least
two games each season. An abdo-
men strain this season allowed
Manning to start twice and earn
the program’s first SEC win,
which came against Mississippi
State.

Ewers’ departure sets the stage
for Manning to take over in 202S.

The son of Cooper Manning, the
grandson of former NFL quarter-
back Archie Manning and the ne-
phew of Super Bowl-winning QBs
Peyton and Eli Manning passed
for 939 yards and nine touch-
downs and ran for four TDs this
season but has seen only limited
playing time since September.

Texas fans have been eagerly
awaiting his chance to be the full-
time starter. Manning will get it
with a rebuilt offense.

Top receivers Matthew Golden
and Isaiah Bond have declared for
the draft and senior tight end Gun-
nar Helm completed his eligibili-
ty. Running back Jaydon Blue,
who scored a team-high 14 touch-
downs including four in the
playoffs, and starting tackles Kel-
vin Banks Jr. and Cam Williams
also left for the NFL.
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NHL

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

- Gonnor’s 1

Toronto 4527 16 2 56 136 128
Florida 45 26 16 3 55 148 137
Tampa Bay 42 2316 3 49153 119
Boston 46 22 19 5 49 122 144
Ottawa 43 22 18 3 47 124 120
Montreal 42 20 18 4 44 126 140
Detroit 432019 4 44124 139
Buffalo 4316 22 5 37 132 146

Metropolitan Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

Washington 44 29 10 5 63 159 113
New Jersey 46 26 15 5 57 143 116
Carolina 44 26 15 3 55 147 123
Columbus 44 21 17 6 48 152 153
Philadelphia 45 19 20 6 44 138 157
Pittsburgh 46 18 20 8 44 137 173
N.Y.Rangers 42 20 20 2 42 122 131
N.Y.Islanders 43 17 19 7 41 114 131

Western Conference

Central Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Winnipeg 45 30 12 3 63 162 109
Minnesota 44 27 13 4 58 132 122
Dallas 43 28 14 1 57 140 105
Colorado 44 26 17 1 53 147 138
St. Louis 45 21 20 4 46 127 134
Utah 42 18 17 7 43 117 125
Nashville 43 14 22 7 35106 135
Chicago 44 1428 2 30113 152
Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 44 29 12 3 61 151 119
Edmonton 43 27 13 3 57 140 117
Los Angeles 41 24 12 5 53 121 100
Calgary 43 21 15 7 49 116 127
Vancouver 43 19 14 10 48 125 136
Anaheim 44 1821 5 41108 138
Seattle 4519 23 3 41 132 146
San Jose 46 14 26 6 34 120 161

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Monday’s games

Philadelphia 4, Florida 3
Calgary 5, Chicago 2
Edmonton 1, Los Angeles 0

Tuesday’s games

Washington 3, Anaheim 0

San Jose 6, Detroit 3

Dallas 4, Toronto 1

Seattle 4, Pittsburgh 2
Columbus 3, Philadelphia 2, SO
Boston 6, Tampa Bay 2
Ottawa 2, N.Y. Islanders 0
Florida 2, New Jersey 1, SO

St. Louis 2, Calgary 1
Winnipeg 6, Vancouver 1
Nashville 5, Vegas 3

Colorado 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, OT
Montreal 5, Utah 3

Wednesday’s games

Carolina at Buffalo
Edmonton at Minnesota

Thursday’s games

Anaheim at Tampa Bay
Detroit at Florida

New Jersey at Toronto
San Jose at Columbus
Washington at Ottawa
Philadelphia at N.Y. Islanders
Calgary at St. Louis
Chicago at Nashville
Montreal at Dallas
Seattle at Winnipeg

N.Y. Rangers at Utah
Edmonton at Colorado
Los Angeles at Vancouver

Friday’s games

Pittsburgh at Buffalo
Vegas at Carolina

Saturday’s games

Philadelphia at New Jersey
Boston at Ottawa

Dallas at Colorado
Anaheim at Florida
Calgary at Winnipeg
Columbus at N.Y. Rangers
Detroit at Tampa Bay
Pittsburgh at Washington
Toronto at Montreal

San Jose at N.Y. Islanders
Minnesota at Nashville
Vegas at Chicaﬂo

St. Louis at Utal

Edmonton at Vancouver
Los Angeles at Seattle

Sunday’s games

Ottawa at New Jersey
N.Y. Rangers at Montreal
Detroit at Dallas

Associated Press

WINNIPEG, Manitoba — Kyle
Connor scored a natural hat trick
in the first period to spark the
Winnipeg Jets to a 6-1 victory
over the Vancouver Canucks on
Tuesday night.

The left-winger’s sixth career
hat trick came in a span of 6:38,
making it the third fastest in Jets-
Thrashers’ history.

Mark Scheifele, Neal Pionk and
Nino Niederreiter each had a goal
and assist for the Jets, who be-
came the first team to win 30
games this season.

Gabriel Vilardi recorded three
assists and Cole Perfetti added
two to give him 100 NHL career
points.

Connor Hellebuyck made 23
saves to pick up hisleague-leading
27th win of the season for Winni-
peg, which is 3-1-2 in its season-
long, eight-game homestand.

Nils Hoglander scored a third-
period goal for the Canucks, who
finished a five-game road trip go-
ing 1-2-2. Kevin Lankinen stopped
27 shots for Vancouver.

Blue Jackets 3, Flyers 2 (SO):
Kent Johnson and Kirill Marchen-
ko scored in the shootout as Co-
lumbus rallied to defeat visiting
Philadelphia.

Zach Werenski scored twice for
Columbus, including the tying
goal with 4:37 left in regulation.
The Blue Jackets earned their
first win against Philadelphia in
three matchups this season.

Daniil Tarasov made 23 saves,
helping the Blue Jackets earn a
season-high fifth straight victory,
their longest streak since the 2019-
20 season.

Capitals 3, Ducks 0: Logan
Thompson stopped all 18 shots he
faced for his first shutout of the
season as host Washington beat
Anaheim.

Making a second consecutive
start and playing in his third in a
row since Charlie Lindgren was
injured, Thompson made a hand-
ful of saves on quality scoring
chances and many timely ones to
improve to 19-2-3 since joining the
Capitals.

Brandon Duhaime had a goal
and an assist and John Carlson
and Ethen Frank also scored for
the Capitals, who have won two
games in a row after alternating
wins and losses in their previous
nine dating to Dec. 23.

Sharks 6, Red Wings 3: Wil-
liam Eklund had a goal and two as-
sists and San Jose ended host De-
troit’s seven-game win streak.

Nico Sturm scored a short-
handed goal, and Jan Rutta, Mi-
kael Granlund, Tyler Toffoli and
Mario Ferraro added goals for San
Jose, which snapped a three-game
losing streak. Rookie Macklin Ce-
lebrini had two assists as the

= s

st-period hat trick lifts Jets

FRED GREENSLADE, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

Jets left wing Kyle Connor, left, scores his third goal against Vancouver Canucks goaltender Kevin
Lankinen in the first period Tuesday night in Winnipeg, Manitoba. The Jets won 6-1.

Sharks won for just the fourth time
in 18 games. Alexandar Georgiev
made 25 saves.

Kraken 4, Penguins 2: Jamie
Oleksiak and Eeli Tolvanen
scored 49 seconds apart in the
third period to erase a one-goal
deficit and rally visiting Seattle
past Pittsburgh.

Joey Daccord stopped 31 shots
and assisted on Chandler Ste-
phenson’s short-handed goal.
Kaapo Kakko added an empty-
netter as Seattle won for just the
second time in seven games.

The Penguins lost in regulation
for the first time this season when
leading after two periods thanks to
a couple of defensive breakdowns.

Stars 4, Maple Leafs 1: Logan
Stankoven had two goals and an
assist to lead Dallas to a victory at
Toronto.

Matt Duchene added a goal and
two assists, and Mavrik Bourque
also scored for Dallas, which
bounced back with a victory after
having its seven-game win streak
halted against Ottawa on Sunday.
Jake Oettinger made 27 saves.

Auston Matthews scored for To-
ronto. Joseph Woll stopped 19
shots.

Bruins 6, Lightning 2: David
Pastrnak had a goal and two as-
sists and Parker Wotherspoon
scored his first NHL goal to help
host Boston open a four-goal lead
and hold on to beat Tampa Bay.

Jeremy Swayman made 43
saves for the Bruins, who have
won back-to-back games after los-
ing six in a row — their longest los-
ing streak in a decade.

Conor Geekie and Victor Hed-

man scored in the second period to
cut a four-goal deficit in half. An-
drei Vasilevskiy stopped 18 shots
for Tampa Bay, which had won
three of its previous four games.

Senators 2, Islanders 0: Leevi
Merilainen made 24 saves for his
second shutout in three games as
Ottawa won at New York.

Adam Gaudette and Artem Zub
scored as the Senators won their
third in a row while stopping New
York’s winning streak at three.

Marcus Hogberg stopped 23
shots in his second consecutive
start for the Islanders, who
dropped the opener of a seven-
game homestand. Ilya Sorokin
was available but didn’t play due
to illness, and Semyon Varlamov
is on injured reserve.

Panthers 2, Devils 1 (SO): An-
ton Lundell scored the shootout
winner and Spencer Knight made
26 saves as Florida downed host
New Jersey.

After Florida’s Aleksander Bar-
kov and New Jersey’s Paul Cotter
traded goals to start the shootout,
Lundell beat Devils goalie Jacob
Markstrom in the third round to
end New Jersey’s six-game home
winning streak.

Following two scoreless peri-
ods, Jesper Boqvist gave Florida a
1-0 lead 41 seconds into the third
with his 10th goal of the season.
Boqvist played four seasons with
the Devils after he was drafted by
New Jersey in 2017.

Predators 5, Golden Knights 3:
Steven Stamkos scored two goals
and assisted on another to lead
Nashville past visiting Las Vegas.

Filip Forsberg had a goal and an

assist, Justin Barron and Ryan
O’Reilly also scored and Justus
Annunen made 19 saves for the
Predators, who snapped a two-
game skid.

Pavel Dorofeyev had his first
career hat trick and Ilya Samso-
nov made 18 saves for Vegas,
which has lost three of four.

Blues 2, Flames 1: Radek Fak-
sa scored the tiebreaking goal in
the third period as St. Louis beat
visiting Calgary.

Faksa tipped in a shot by Tyler
Tucker with 8:49 left. It was Fak-
sa’s third goal of the season and
first since Nov. 17.

Colton Parayko also scored and
Jordan Binnington made 26 saves
as the Blues won their (fifth
straight against the Flames. St.
Louis is 9-1-0 in its last 10 games
against Calgary.

Avalanche 3, Rangers 2 (OT):
Devon Toews scored 4:23 into
overtime after Artturi Lehkonen
tied the game late in regulation,
and Colorado began a five-game
homestand by beating New York.

Cale Makar had an assist to
reach S0 points for the fifth time in
his career. It’s the most S0-point
seasons by a defenseman in fran-
chise history.

Canadiens 5, Utah 3: Kirby
Dach scored twice as Montreal
won at Utah.

Mike Matheson, Patrik Laine
and Cole Caufield also scored for
Montreal, which has won eight of
its last 10.

Logan Cooley, Josh Doan and
Nick Bjugstad scored for Utah.
Clayton Keller had two assists.
Karel Vejmelka made 21 stops.
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NBA

16ers’ season could be slipping away

Philadelphia, minus injured Embiid, Maxey and George, stumbles against Thunder
i 9\

By DAN GELSTON
Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Full of
championship ambition, the
76ers’ slogan for this season was
“Made for This.”

As boos filled the arena — the
first ones heard when an injury re-
port as long as the closing credits
on a blockbuster movie appeared
on the big screen — Sixers fans
had a more irked saying in mind.

“We Paid for This?”

Joel Embiid, out again.

Paul George, not tonight.

Tyrese Maxey, sorry,
hand.

Kyle Lowry, Caleb Martin, KJ
Martin, Andre Drummond and
Jared McCain — all starters or
key role players at some point this
season — did not play for the Six-
ers in Tuesday’s game against Ok-
lahoma City.

The end result was a predict-
able one: Thunder 118, 76ers 102.

Sure, led by Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander, the Thunder are 33-6
and are going to be a tough out on
any night.

The 76ers, with their hefty inju-
ry reports, are in trouble on most
game nights these days. The Six-
ers started 3-14, have lost three
straight, six of eight and at 15-23
are closer to a spot in the draft lot-
tery than postseason play.

Maybe A.J. Brown could sug-

hurt

against the Cleveland Cavaliers.
Maxey sprained his left hand in
Sunday’s loss at Orlando. George
had ankle soreness. A two-time
NBA scoring champion, Embiid
missed his 25th game of the sea-

MaTT SLocuw/AP

Oklahoma City’s Cason Wallace, bottom, passes the ball against the
76ers’ Ricky Council IV, right, and Guerschon Yabusele during the
first half Tuesday night in Philadelphia. The Thunder won 118-102.

go’n

“There’s still like (44) games to
coach Nick Nurse said.
“That’s alot. It’s alot of games. We
got out of the 3-14 and played some
really good basketball. I’'m just
trying to work really hard to keep

George and Maxey weren’t avail-
able a “gut punch” and had no up-
date on the All-Star trio’s playing
status against the Knicks.

After the woeful start, the 76ers
seemed to get themselves right by
winning 10 of 13 games that in-
cluded a Christmas win in Boston.
Embiid hurt his foot against the
Celtics and played in four more
games — but none since Jan. 4

The 76ers were being cautious
with the 7-footer’s playing time
this season as he worked his way
back from a knee injury. There are
no minutes restrictions on Embiid
when no minutes are being
played.

“I was hoping we were kind of
on a roll,” Nurse said. “You can’t
account for now a foot injury, or
whatever other things that have
happened are going on. I think as
far as the plan with the knee, you
know, going pretty good.”

Not long after a lineup that in-
cluded Ricky Council IV making
his first start of the season, Eric
Gordon and Reggie Jackson was
posted, the Thunder moved to
16Y2-point favorites, according to
BETMGM Sportsbook.

As soon as Gilgeous-Alexander
hit a 3 that gave Oklahoma City a
32-11 lead in the first quarter, the
76ers were booed off the court
headed into a timeout.

The B-team Sixers — with Jus-
tin Edwards and Jeff Dowtin Jr. as

gest a good book to pass the time
during Sixers games.

The season could get worse: The
Knicks are in town on Wednesday,
followed by a three-game road trip
with stops in Indiana, Milwaukee
and Denver. All of those teams
have winning records.

How about a softlanding back at

son. Embiid has played in just 13
games. The Sixers are 7-6 with
Embiid and 8-17 without him.

Embiid missed his fifth straight
game with a sprained left foot.
He’s also missed games due to left
knee soreness, a sinus fracture
and a three-game suspension for
an altercation with a reporter in
the locker room.

them together, keep the guys that
we know need to improve on stuff
improving, giving some guys
chances that we think can also
help us if we ever do get back to a
kind of whole healthy situation
and trying be mindful of what that
may look like.”

Embiid is listed as day-to-day.
Nurse called the late news that

the leading scorers — scrapped
and turned the fans back on their
side when they pulled to 91-87.

The Thunder easily closed out
the 76ers in the waning moments
of the fourth.

The Sixers can only hope now
Nurse was right and the season

home? Ah, try a Jan. 24 date

can somehow be salvaged.

Murray scores 45 as Nuggets beat Mavericks

Associated Press

DALLAS — Jamal Murray scored 32 of his
season-high 45 points in the first half and led
the Denver Nuggets to a 118-99 victory over the
Dallas Mavericks on Tuesday night.

Murray surpassed his previous season-best
of 34 points, scored against Detroit on Dec. 28.

Murray shot 18-for-26 from the floor, includ-
ing S-for-9 from 3-point distance, and added
six assists and two steals. He headed to the
bench with just under four minutes remaining,
five points shy of his career high of S0 points
against Cleveland on Feb. 19, 2021.

Michael Porter Jr. scored 13 points and Ni-
kola Jokic had 10 points and 14 rebounds.

Kyrie Irving was back in the lineup after
missing five games with a lumbar back sprain.
He finished with 11 points on 4-for-18 shooting
for Dallas. Daniel Gafford scored 13 points and
Naji Marshall had 11.

Hawks 122, Suns 117: Trae Young scored a
season-high 43 points and Atlanta overcame

Devin Booker’s 35 to beat visiting Phoenix.

Kevin Durant scored 14 of his 31 points in the
third quarter for Phoenix (19-20), which lost
for the 11th straight time in Atlanta. Durant
added nine rebounds.

The Hawks (20-19) were without forwards
De’Andre Hunter (left foot soreness), Larry
Nance Jr. (right hand) and Jalen Johnson
(right shoulder inflammation), who missed his
fourth consecutive game.

Cavaliers 127, Pacers 117: Donovan
Mitchell scored 35 points as Cleveland won at
Indiana.

Darius Garland scored 24 points and Evan
Mobley added 22 points and 13 rebounds for
the Cavaliers.

Pascal Siakam scored 23 points and Benned-
ict Mathurin 19 for the Pacers, who had their
six-game winning streak halted. Myles Turned
added 17 points.

Bucks 130, Kings 115: Giannis Anteto-
kounmpo had 30 points, 13 assists and 11 re-

bounds for his SOth career triple-double as Mil-
waukee snapped visiting Sacramento’s seven-
game winning streak.

Damian Lillard had 24 points, Brook Lopez
21 and A.J. Green 16 for the Bucks, who never
trailed and led by as many as 28.

DeMar DeRozan scored 28 and De’Aaron
Fox 20 for Sacramento. Domantas Sabonis had
16 points, 10 rebounds and nine assists.

Pelicans 119, Bulls 113: Trey Murphy III
scored 32 points and Zion Williamson added 21
as New Orleans beat host Chicago.

Zach LaVine, limited to two points in the first
half, finished with 25 points for the Bulls. Niko-
la Vucevic had 22 points and 1S rebounds, and
Coby White scored 22.

Nets 132, Trail Blazers 114: Cam Johnson
returned from a five-game absence with aright
ankle sprain and scored 24 points in Brooklyn’s
victory at Portland.

Scoot Henderson had a career-high 39 points
for the Blazers.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

w L Pct GB
Boston 28 11 .718 —
New York 26 15 .634 3
Philadelphia 15 23 .395 12%
Brooklyn 14 26 .350 14,
Toronto 9 31.225 19%

Southeast Division

w L Pct GB
Orlando 23 18 .561 —
Miami 20 18 .526 12
Atlanta 20 19 .513 2
Charlotte 8 28 .222 12%
Washington 6 32 .158 15%

Central Division

w L Pct GB
Cleveland 34 5 .872 -
Milwaukee 21 17 553 12%
Indiana 22 19 .537 13
Detroit 21 19 525 13%
Chicago 18 22 450 16%

Western Conference

Southwest Division

W L Pct GB
Houston 26 12 .684 -
Memphis 25 15 .625 2
Dallas 22 18 .550 5
San Antonio 19 19 .500 7
New Orleans 9 32.220 18»%

Northwest Division

W L Pct GB
Oklahoma City 33 6 .846 -
Denver 24 15 .615 9
Minnesota 21 18 .538 12
Portland 13 26 .333 20
Utah 10 28 .263 222

Pacific Division

W L Pct GB
L.A. Clippers 21 17 .553 -
L.A. Lakers 20 17 .541 173
Sacramento 20 20 .500 2
Phoenix 19 20 487 2%
Golden State 19 20 487 2%

Monday’s games

Minnesota 120, Washington 106

Toronto 104, Golden State 101
Detroit 124, New York 119
Houston 120, Memphis 118
L.A. Clippers 109, Miami 98

San Antonio 126, L.A. Lakers 102

Tuesday’s games

Oklahoma City 118, Philadelphia 102

Cleveland 127, Indiana 117
Atlanta 122, Phoenix 117
Milwaukee 130, Sacramento 1
New Orleans 119, Chicago 113
Denver 118, Dallas 99
Brooklyn 132, Portland 114

Wednesday’s games

New York at Philadelphia
Boston at Toronto
Atlanta at Chicago

Dallas at New Orleans
Memphis at San Antonio
Orlando at Milwaukee
Charlotte at Utah
Houston at Denver
Golden State at Minnesota
Miami at L.A. Lakers
Brooklyn at L.A. Clippers

Thursday’s games

Indiana at Detroit

Phoenix at Washington
Cleveland at Oklahoma City
Houston at Sacramento
L.A. Clippers at Portland

Friday’s games

Orlando at Boston
Minnesota at New York
Charlotte at Chicago
Denver at Miami
Toronto at Milwaukee
Utah at New Orleans
Oklahoma City at Dallas
Memphis at San Antonio
Brooklyn at L.A. Lakers

Saturday’s games

Phoenix at Detroit

Atlanta at Boston
Philadelphia at Indiana
Washington at Golden State
Cleveland at Minnesota
Houston at Portland

Sunday’s games

San Antonio at Miami
Denver at Orlando
Philadelphia at Milwaukee
Brooklyn at Oklahoma City
L.A. Lakers at L.A. Clippers
Chicago at Portland
Washington at Sacramento

15
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

TOP 25 ROUNDUP

Even without Broome, No. 1 Auburn rolls

Associated Press

AUBURN, Ala. — Chad Baker-
Mazara scored 20 points as No. 1
Auburn beat No. 15 Mississippi
State 88-66 on Tuesday night in its
first game without star center Joh-
ni Broome.

Chaney Johnson, who replaced
Broome in the starting lineup, had
17 points, eight rebounds and four
blocks for Auburn (16-1,4-0 South-
eastern Conference). Broome is
out indefinitely with a left ankle
sprain that he sustained last Sat-
urday in Auburn’s 66-63 victory at
South Carolina.

Auburn set the tone early by go-
ing on a10-0 run to open the game,
with Baker-Mazara scoring the fi-
nal eight points.

Baker-Mazara shot 8-for-11, in-
cluding 3-for-S on 3-pointers.
Miles Kelly and Denver Jones
both scored 13, while Tahaad Pet-
tiford added 12.

Auburn had as many blocks (9)
as Mississippi State had made
field goals in the first half, allow-
ing the Tigers to go into the break
with a 19-point lead.

Mississippi State (14-3, 2-2) shot
just 35%. Josh Hubbard scored 17
points but was only 2-for-12.

No. 3 Duke 89, Miami 54:
Freshman Kon Knueppel had sea-
son highs of 25 points and six 3-
pointers to help the host Blue Dev-
ils stay unbeaten in the Atlantic
Coast Conference.

Khaman Maluach had 12 points
and 15 rebounds for Duke (15-2,
7-0), which shot 54.8% and made
17 of 32 3-pointers, with 11 coming
before halftime. Duke led by 24 at
the break and never let Miami
closer than 19 again.

Duke’s Cooper Flagg — named
The Associated Press men’s col-
lege basketball national player of
the week earlier Tuesday after
scoring an ACC freshman record
42 points against Notre Dame —
had 13 points, seven rebounds and
six assists.

Lynn Kidd scored 20 points for
the Hurricanes (4-13, 0-6).

No. 21 Mississippi 74, No. 4
Alabama 64: Malik Dia’s 23
points, 19 rebounds and two blocks
led the visiting Rebels to a win
over the Crimson Tide.

Sean Pedulla scored 12 points
and had three steals and Matthew
Murrell scored 11. Jaylen Murray
and Jaemyn Brakefield each
scored 13 points off the bench for
Ole Miss (15-2, 4-0 Southeastern
Conference).

Aden Holloway led Alabama
(14-3, 3-1) with 15 points, and Mark
Sears added 11.

Missouri 83, No. 5 Florida 82:
Caleb Grill scored 22 points, in-
cluding two free throws with S
seconds remaining, and the Tigers
stunned the Gators, ending their

ButcH DiLL/AP

Auburn guard Chad Baker-Mazara reacts after making a basket against Mississippi State during the second half on Tuesday in Auburn, Ala.
Baker-Mazara shot 8-for-11, including 3-for-5 on 3-pointers to lead the Tigers with 20 points.

ERIN HooLEY/AP

Marquette guard Kam Jones, left, and guard Tre Norman celebrate
after beating DePaul in overtime on Tuesday in Chicago. The Golden
Eagles escaped with their sixth straight win.

16-game home winning streak.

Mark Mitchell added 15 points
and eight rebounds for the Tigers
(14-3, 3-1 Southeastern Confe-
rence), who notched their first
road win against a top-five team
since 2012.

Anthony Robinson II chipped in
12 points for Mizzou, which dom-
inated the first half while building
a 19-point lead.

Grill hit four 3-pointers in the
first 10 minutes, including three
on consecutive possessions, as the

Tigers kept pulling away. He also
hit a 3 with 2:23 to play — al-
though replays showed his foot
was on the line.

Nonetheless, the 24-year-old
graduate student missed two free
throws a minute later. He re-
deemed himself with the game on
the line.

No. 7 Marquette 85, DePaul
83 (0T): David Joplin made two of
his seven 3-pointers in overtime,
and the visiting Golden Eagles
outlasted the Blue Demons for a

rugged victory.

Joplin finished with 30 points on
9-for-17 shooting. Kam Jones had
18 points and 11 assists for Mar-
quette (15-2, 6-0 Big East), which
earned its sixth consecutive win.

Joplin’s two 3s at the beginning
of overtime lifted the Golden Ea-
gles to a 73-67 lead. Two second-
chance baskets by Stevie Mitchell
made it 77-69 with 1:22 to go.

Chase Ross had 15 points for
Marquette, and Ben Gold finished
with 14.

CJ Gunn led DePaul with 21
points. Isaiah Rivera added 20,
and Conor Enright finished with
11 points and 11 assists.

No. 8 Kentucky 81, No. 11 Tex-
as A&M 69: Jaxson Robinson
scored 22 points to lead the host
Wildcats to a victory over the Ag-
gies.

Robinson made five of Kentuck-
y’s nine 3-pointers, including four
in the first half as the Wildcats
(14-3, 3-1 Southeastern Confe-
rence) improved to S-0 against
ranked opponents this season.

Andrew Carr added 13 points
and Otega Oweh finished with 11
for Kentucky.

Zhuric Phelps led the Aggies
(13-4, 2-2) with 21 points, followed
by Pharrel Payne with 15 and
Manny Obaseki with 12.

No. 19 lllinois 94, Indiana 69:
Kylan Boswell scored 22 points,

Kasparas Jakucionis added 21 and
the visiting Illini opened a 28-
point halftime lead in a blowout of
the Hoosiers.

Tomislav Ivisic had 17 points
and 11 rebounds as Illinois (13-4,
5-2 Big Ten) bounced back from a
double-digit loss at home to South-
ern California.

This time, Illinois left no doubt
as Jakucionis and Ivisic combined
for 34 first-half points to give the
Illini a 60-32 halftime lead thanks
largely to their dominance inside.

Indiana scored the first 10
points of the second half but never
got closer than 16.

No. 24 Wisconsin 70, Ohio
State 68: John Tonje scored 17
points and the host Badgers
staved off a late rally by the Buck-
eyes, extending their winning
streak to six.

Ohio State trailed 37-20 at the
half but cut it to 65-64 on Micah
Parrish’s layup with 16 seconds
left before Tonje helped the Badg-
ers stay ahead from the foul line.

Tonje’s 3-pointer put Wisconsin
up 65-57 with just over four min-
utes remaining.

John Blackwell added 15 points
and Steven Crowl] 14 for Wisconsin
(14-3, 4-2 Big Ten) to give coach
Greg Gard his 200th victory.

Bruce Thornton had 21 points
and Devin Royal 12 for Ohio State
10-7, 2-4).
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Gauff into 3rd round,

still unbeaten

By HowarD FENDRICH
Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia — Coco Gauff
stretched her unbeaten start to 2025 to sev-
en matches and 14 sets by moving into the
third round at the Australian Open with a
6-3, 7-S victory over 173rd-ranked Jodie
Burrage of Britain at Rod Laver Arena on
Wednesday.

Gaulff, the 2023 U.S. Open champion and
asemifinalist at Melbourne Park a year ago,
went through a bit of a rough patch in the
second set, struggling with double-faults
and dropping four games in a row to go from
a break up at 3-1 to a break down at S-3.

But when Burrage served for the second
set, Gauff got back in control, using a four-
game run of her own to end the contest.

“It was tough. She was serving really
well, so I was just trying to manage that,
honestly,” the No. 3-seeded Gauff said. “She
really stepped her level up in the middle of
the second set, so I was just trying to be of-

. ’ 2 5
fensive when I could.”

Gaulff hit six of her seven double-faults in
the second set, but was far steadier at the
baseline overall, finishing the 1Y2-hour
match with 11 groundstroke unforced er-
rors, compared to 37 for Burrage.

Each of Burrage’s final two service
games ended with a double-fault; there
were two in a row that made it 6-S.

From there, Gauff finished the job as she
continues to try to find improvements with
her serve and forehand, two shots she has
been focusing on since late last season.

“She was returning well, so it put pres-
sure on me on my serve,” Gauff said. “If I
landed anything short, she was landing a
winner.”

Add in four wins in a row en route to the
title at the WTA Finals in November — in-
cluding straight-set victories over No. 1
Aryna Sabalenka and No. 2 Iga Swiatek —
and Gauff’s winning streak is now at 11
matches.

VINCENT THIAN/AP

Coco Gauff, of the U.S., plays a backhand return to Jodie Burrage of Britain during their
second-round match at the Australian Open on Wednesday.

Also a part of that run was a win at the
United Cup team competition against the
20-year-old American’s next opponent: No.
30 Leylah Fernandez, who was the runner-

up to Emma Raducanu at the 2021 U.S.
Open.

Fernandez came back to defeat Cristina
Bucsa 3-6, 6-4, 6-4 on Wednesday.

Osaka in 3rd round of Slam for 1st time in 3 years

Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia —
Naomi Osaka’s second-round
match at the Australian Open
could not possibly have startedina
worse way. All of 21 minutesin, she
sailed a forehand service return
well long and, just like that, trailed
5-0.

Osaka strode to the sideline for
the changeover, plopped herself
down and draped a white towel
over her head, blocking out all
sightsand leaving her withjusther
thoughts. She stayed like that
throughout the break between
games, even maneuvering a water
bottle under that towel to take a
drink.

This was not a match against
some unknown opponent, some-
one Osaka knew for sure she could
beat. It was against 20th-seeded
Karolina Muchova, the runner-up
at the 2023 French Open and a
three-time semifinalist at other
majors, including at Melbourne
Parkin 2021.

Muchova also had defeated Osa-
ka in their two most recent match-
ups. None of that mattered on this
afternoon, though: Osaka forgot
about that disappointing start and
came all the way back to win 1-6,
6-1, 6-3 on Wednesday.

What was her mindset? “Just be
aware and try not to get sonegative
on yourself. I think, for me, the
score in the first set was very dra-
matic, but there was key points
that I could have maybe won a
game here or there,” Osaka ex-
plained. “So I kept trying to tell
myself that.”

This was, in some ways, a signif-
icant moment for Osaka, who once
reigned atop women’s tennis, win-

J

AsANKA BRENDON RATNAYAKE/AP

Naomi Osaka, of Japan, reacts after defeating Karolina Muchova, of
the Czech Republic, on Wednesday. The victory sent Osaka into the
third round of a major for the first time since 2022.

ning four Grand Slam titles — two
at the Australian Open, two at the
U.S.Open—and ascending toNo. 1
in the WTA rankings. The victory
allowed her to reach the third
round at a major tournament for
the first time since the 2022 sea-
son.

Getting tothat stage wasnot con-
sidered a big deal at one point for
her. But time off because of mental
health breaks and then a pregnan-
cy — Osaka’s daughter, Shai, was
born in July 2023 — changed
things.

Since returning to action a year

ago, Osaka has shown signs of get-
ting her game back together, in-
cluding a memorable and narrow
lossto then-No. 1 Iga Swiatek at the
French Open. This, though, fol-
lowed a win against 2022 U.S.
Open semifinalist Caroline Garcia
in Melbourne and meant the pro-
gressisreal.

“It definitely was something
thatis a goal of mine, especially af-
ter last year; I wasn’t able to beat a
seedin a Grand Slam,” Osaka said.
“I’'m obviously very thankful that
happened so early this year.”

She also joked about gaining a

“It definitely was
something that
is a goal of mine,
especially after
last year; |
wasn’t able to
beat a seed in a
Grand Slam.”

Naomi Osaka

measure of “revenge” by defeat-
ing Garcia— who eliminated Osa-
ka in Melbourne a year ago — and
Muchova in consecutive matches.

Next for Osaka is a matchup
against Tokyo Olympics gold med-
alist Belinda Bencic, who is also a
mother; her daughter, Bella, was
born last year. Both Osaka and
Bencic are big hitters.

“It’s going to be a fun match,”
Bencic said.

Muchova wasn’t the highest-
seeded player to exit Wednesday.
That was No. S Zheng Qinwen, the
runner-up to Aryna Sabalenka last
year and the gold medalist at the
Paris Games last August. Zheng
lost a bit of focus after being called
for atime violation and never man-
agedtocounter97th-ranked Laura
Siegemund’s strokes, bowing out
7-6 (3), 6-3 at John Cain Arena.

After the chair umpire cited her
for taking too long to serve, Zheng
hit her next offering so poorly it
bounced way before reaching the
net.

“I knew,” the 36-year-old Siege-

mund said, “Ijust had to play more
than my best tennis.”

The player who beat Zheng in
the final 12 months ago, Sabalenka,
stretched her Melbourne Park
winning streak to 16 matches as
she eyes a third consecutive title,
beating No. 54 Jessica Bouzas Ma-
neiro 6-3, 7-S at Rod Laver Arena.

Other women’s winners includ-
ed No. 3 Coco Gauff, No. 7 Jessica
Pegula, No. 14 Mirra Andreeva
and No. 30 Leylah Fernandez.

Novak Djokovic added to his
record collection by playing in his
430th career Grand Slam match —
one more than Roger Federer —
and, though he dropped a set for
the second outing in a row with
new coach Andy Murray by his
side, moved into the third round
with a 6-1,6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-2 win over
Jaime Faria.

Other men advancing included
No. 3 Carlos Alcaraz, who joked
that he is now a “serve bot” after
hitting 14 aces while dismissing
Yoshihito Nishioka 6-0, 6-1, 6-4.

“The serve’s about confidence
and feeling,” Alcaraz said. “Today
Ifelt great.”

Seeded losers included No. 6
Casper Ruud, a three-time major
finalist; No. 22 Sebastian Korda
and No. 27 Jordan Thompson.

Ruud was eliminated by 19-
year-old Jakub Mensik of the
Czech Republic 6-2, 3-6, 6-1, 6-4.
Mensik equaled his best Grand
Slam showing by getting to the
third round and joined 18-year-old
Joao Fonseca — who upset No. 9
Andrey Rublev on Tuesday — as
the first pair of teens to beat top-10
men at the same Grand Slam tour-
nament since Djokovic and Mur-
ray did it at Wimbledon in 2006.
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NFL PLAYOFFS

Rested Lions spared rematch in round 2

After bye week, No.

By LARRY LAGE
Associated Press

ALLEN PARK, Mich. — The
Detroit Lions kicked back and re-
laxed during a three-day week-
end, enjoying the benefits of hav-
ing the NFC’s No. 1 seed and being
one step closer to possibly playing
in the Super Bowl.

The rest helped, but not more
than simply not needing to win to
advance to the divisional round of
the playoffs.

“The odds say that’s one less
game that you’re playing to get to
your ultimate goal,” Detroit coach
Dan Campbell said. “That’s the
benefit, really.”

The top-seeded Lions (15-2) also
hope home field gives them anoth-
er advantage against the sixth-
seeded Washington Commanders
(13-5) on Saturday night.

Washington’s win over third-
seeded Tampa Bay spared Detroit
a rematch with the Matthew Staf-
ford-led Los Angeles Rams or a
third game against NFC North ri-
val Minnesota.

“I do like the newness of it,”
Campbell said.

The Lions are also new to the
Commanders, who have won five
straight — each time on a last-
minute or last-second play. But
they haven’t seen anything quite
like Detroit’s big-play ability on
the ground and through the air.

“Alotof challenges, whetherit’s
speed and ability at wide receiver
or their running back tandem, the
quarterback who can rip it, an ex-
cellent O-line, the defense plays a
lot of man-to-man and plays ag-
gressive,” Washington coach Dan
Quinn said. “We’ll definitely have
our work cut out for us.”

The Commanders’ 23-20 win
eliminated the Buccaneers, one of

Scoreboard

Playoffs

Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 11

Houston 32, L.A. Chargers 12
Baltimore 28, Pittsburgh 14

Sunday, Jan. 12
Buffalo 31, Denver 7

Philadelphia 22, Green Bay 10
Washington 23, Tampa Bay 20

Monday, Jan. 13
L.A. Rams 27, Minnesota 9

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 18

Houston at Kansas City. AFN-Sports,
10:30 p.m. Saturday CET, 6:30 a.m. Sunday
JKT

Washington at Detroit. AFN-Sports, 2
a.m. Sunday CET, 10 a.m. Sunday JKT

Sunday, Jan. 19

L.A. Rams at Philadelphia. AFN-Sports, 9
p.m. Sunday CET, 5 a.m. Monday JKT

Baltimore at Buffalo. AFN-Sports, 12:30
a.m. Monday CET, 8:30 a.m. Monday JKT

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 26
AFC

AFC lowest remaining seed at AFC high-
est remaining seed

NFC

NFC lowest remaining seed at NFC high-
est remaining seed

Scot Tucker/AP

Detroit Lions coach Dan Campbell said that not needing to win a game in the first round of the playoffs, and
being one step closer to the Super Bowl, is the greatest benefit of earning a bye.

JasoN BEHNKEN/AP

Washington Commanders coach
Dan Quinn, like Campbell, is a
contender for Coach of the Year.

Injuries: Reid chose rust over risk in regu

FROM PAGE 24

The Chiefs struggled mightily to
protect Mahomes’ blind side this
season, cycling through rookie
Kingsley Suamataia and second-
year pro Wanya Morris. They ulti-
mately signed former Pro Bowl
left tackle D.J. Humphries, and
while he hurt his hamstring in his
season debut, he is healthy now
and gives Kansas City some depth
at a crucial position.

In the secondary, the Chief’s lost
cornerback Jaylen Watson to a
fractured ankle that at first looked
asifitwould be a season-ender. To
provide some depth, they reached
out to veteran Steven Nelson and
signed him out of retirement, and
now he could be a part of the mix
even with Watson returning to
practice — and potentially able to
return for the postseason.

the two teams to defeat Detroit
during the regular season. The
Buffalo Bills also beat the Lions,
winning 48-42 a month ago.

That doesn’t mean Detroit, an
8Y2-point favorite according to
BetMGM Sportsbook, thinks it
will have an easy evening against
a Washington team led by rookie
quarterback Jayden Daniels.

“We’ve got a really good oppo-
nent here,” Campbell said.
“They’ve got a dynamic quarter-
back. They’re playing good of-
fense, good defense, really good
coaching.

“We’ve got our work cut out for
us.”

The game will feature candi-
dates for NFL Coach of the Year,

The trick now is to make sure all
those pieces are sharp whenever
the Chiefs play again.

Coach Andy Reid chose to risk
rust rather than injury in his
team’s regular-season finale, ulti-
mately sitting Mahomes and a be-
vy of starters in a 38-0 loss in Den-
ver. That means many of them will
have gone at least 24 days between
games when they step on the field
at Arrowhead Stadium on Satur-
day for the divisional round of the
playoffs.

The Chiefs will host the Hous-
ton Texans, who beat the San Die-
go Chargers in the wild-card
round.

The Chiefs beat the Texans the
weekend before Christmas, and
they have won four in a row over
Houston dating to the 2020
playoffs.

and Campbell is well aware of
Quinn’s ability to lead a team after
facing him at their previous stops.

Quinn led the Atlanta Falcons
from 2015 through the early part
of the 2020 season, overlapping
with Campbell’s time as an assis-
tant with the New Orleans Saints.

“It’s not like we hang out on a
daily basis or anything or talk like
that, but I’ve known him for a
while,” Campbell said. “Certainly
when he was in Atlanta, having to
play him twice a year, you gain a
high level of respect for what they
do.

“His teams are always going to
be competitive and they’re going
to be ready to go and they’re going
to try to do things the right way.

“The primary thing is to make
sure we stay sharp at all areas,”
Reid said last week. “We want to
stay sharp mentally and physical-
ly, and that’s our responsibility to
do that. How we manage the time
— I make sure I do that practice-
wise, and then the guys go out and
work on that, keeping themselves
in the right timing, the right way.”

Job interviews

It was a busy bye week for
coaches and front-office staff.
Chiefs offensive coordinator Matt
Nagy interviewed for the Jets
head job, and defensive coordina-
tor Steve Spagnuolo has been
linked openings with the Jets,
Raiders and Jaguars. Meanwhile,
the Titans have interviewed long-
time front office ace Mike Borgon-
zi for their GM position.

DUE BURLESON/AP
The Lions expect running back

David Montgomery to return
from a knee injury Saturday.

T’ve got a lot of respect for what
he’s done, and I’m not surprised
that they’re where they’re at just
knowing kind of the way he builds
things, the way his attitude is.”

While Campbell downplayed
the significance of the bye week
for his banged-up team, there’s no
doubt the break will allow at least
one player to return to the field
and others such as cornerback
Terrion Arnold to get healthier.

The Lions expect running back
David Montgomery to play
against Washington — coming
back from a knee injury that was
originally expected to end his sea-
son — and rejoin Jahmyr Gibbs in
perhaps the NFL’s best backfield.

Montgomery finished with 1,116
yards from scrimmage and scored
12 TDs in 14 games, the last of
which was against the Bills a
month ago.

“He’s a huge part of us,” Camp-
bell said. “He a bell cow. He’s a
tone-setter. He’s a catalyst.”

“There’s a place for him here, so
there’ll be a place for him in this
game. So, it’s going to be good to
get him back.”

ar-season finale

Playoff opponents

The Chiefs went 7-2 against
playoff teams this season. One of
those losses — Week 18 against
Denver — gets a massive asterisk
given who sat out the game.

Pro Bowl picks

The Chiefs had five players
picked to the Pro Bowl, including
their entire interior offensive line:
left guard Joe Thuney, center
Creed Humphrey and right guard
Trey Smith. Defensive tackle
Chris Jones and tight end Travis
Kelce also were picked. More cu-
rious was those left off the team:
All-Pro cornerback Trent McDuf-
fie, who was designated as a first
alternate, along with star line-
backer Nick Bolton and top defen-
sive end George Karlaftis.
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Sixers’ season slipping away

7,6ers ' Free-falling Philadelphia loses to OKC,
¥ with tough road ahead » NBA, Page 20

NFL PLAYOFFS
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Ep Zurca/AP

Kareem Hunt, above, was acquired when
Isiah Pacheco suffered a fractured fibula in
Week 2. Now he is part of a potent tandem
with the healthy Pacheco.
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JacoB KuPFERMAN/AP

Chiefs wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins catches a touchdown pass against the Carolina Panthers on Nov. 24 in Charlotte, N.C. Kansas City traded for the three-time All-Pro after
Marquise Brown and Rashee Rice went down with injuries. Brown has returned, and he and Hopkins have given the No. 1 seed in the AFC a formidable 1-2 punch.

Chiefs improved by injuries

KC, chasing Super Bowl three-peat, built deeper roster with each replacement that stepped up

By DAVE SKRETTA
Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The injuries and
adversity that Kansas City had to overcome
on its way to earning the No. 1 seed in the
AFC playoffs and a first-round bye could be
exactly what propels the Chiefs to an un-
precedented third consecutive Super Bowl
title.

Not just because they’ve been forced to
develop mental resilience, either.

But because the result was a roster that is
simply better.

Every time the Chiefs lost someone to in-
jury, they managed to find a capable re-

placement. And when
whoever was hurt was
able to return, the Chiefs
were left with a deeper
and more talented posi-
tion group that they will
carry into the postseason.

Start with wide receiv-
er. The Chiefs lost Mar-
quise Brown to a shoulder injury on the first
play of the preseason, then Rashee Rice to a
season-ending knee injury in Week 4. Al-
most out of desperation, they traded with
the Titans for three-time All-Pro DeAndre
Hopkins. And now that Brown is back on the

Mahomes

INSIDE
Lions prepare to face
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field, he and Hopkins give Kansas City a
formidable one-two punch.

Then consider running back. When Isiah
Pacheco fractured his fibula in Week 2, the
Chiefs signed erstwhile star Kareem Hunt,
who was recovering from offseason sports

hernia surgery. Hunt became a stalwart in
the backfield until Pacheco returned 2Y-
months later, and now those two give Kan-
sas City a dangerous thunder-and-lightning
tandem.

“We’ve built up to the perfect spot. We’ve
gotten better and better,” quarterback Pa-
trick Mahomes said. “When you have that
many weapons out there, it’s hard for the
defense to account for.”

It’s not just wide receiver and running
back, either, though those are the two most
obvious positions.
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