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Indian Navy via AP

U.S.-owned ship Genco Picardy was damaged in an attack Wednesday from a bomb-carrying drone launched by Yemen’s Houthi rebels in the
Gulf of Aden. The U.S. military launched strikes from the Red Sea on Houthi-controlled sites Wednesday, hitting missiles deemed a threat.

US strikes more Houthi sites

Move comes after drone attack from Yemen on American-owned ship

By Tara Corpr
AND LoritA C. BALDOR
Associated Press
WASHINGTON — The US.
military fired more ship- and sub-
marine-launch missile strikes
against Houthi-controlled sites
Wednesday and Thursday, direct-
ly targeting the group in Yemen.
Wednesday’s strikes were
launched from the Red Sea and hit
14 missiles that the command
deemed an “imminent threat.”
The strikes followed an official an-
nouncement Wednesday that the
U.S. has put the Houthis back on
its list of specially designated
global terrorists. The sanctions

that come with the formal desig-
nation are meant to sever violent
extremist groups from their
sources of financing.

“Forces conducted strikes on 14
Iran-backed Houthi missiles that
were loaded to be fired in Houthi
controlled areas in Yemen,” U.S.
Central Command said in a state-
ment posted on X late Wednesday.
“These missiles on launch rails
presented an imminent threat to
merchant vessels and U.S. Navy
ships in the region and could have
been fired at any time, prompting
U.S. forces to exercise their inhe-
rent right and obligation to defend
themselves.”

On Thursday, CENTCOM said
the United States conducted a fifth
strike that afternoon targeting an-
other missile launcher site, and
two missile launchers were de-
stroyed.

On Thursday, President Joe Bi-
den said U.S. military strikes
against Houthi rebels will contin-
ue, but he acknowledged that the
American and British bombard-
ment has yet to stop shipping at-
tacks by the militants on vessels in
the Red Sea.

“When you say working, are
they stopping the Houthis, no. Are
they going to continue, yes,” Biden
said in North Carolina.

Despite the sanctions and mili-
tary strikes, including a large-
scale operation Friday carried out
by U.S. and British warships and
warplanes that hit more than 60
targets across Yemen, the Houthis
are continuing their harassment
campaign of commercial and mil-
itary ships.

The latest incident occurred
Wednesday when a one-way at-
tack drone was launched from a
Houthi-controlled area in Yemen
and struck the Marshall Islands-
flagged, U.S.-owned and -operat-
ed M/V Genco Picardy in the Gulf

SEE STRIKES ON PAGE 6

Navy to give
pregnant sailors
more say in
reassignment

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

Pregnant sailors serving at sea
now have more say in the jobs
they get when reassigned to shore
duty, the Navy recently an-
nounced as part of a policy
change.

Under the update, pregnant
sailors will fill ashore assign-
ments that best fit their skills and
the service’s needs for a mini-
mum of two years, according to a
Navy administrative order that
took effect Tuesday.

The change also gives the sail-
ors more discretion in choosing
their reassignment location. Pre-
viously, pregnant sailors on sea
duty were transferred based on
open ashore jobs near their cur-
rent assignment.

“This keeps a sailor on their ca-
reer track with meaningful and
challenging assignments while al-
so meeting critical needs the Na-
vy has for their knowledge, skills,
and abilities,” the service said in a
fact sheet posted to the official
MyNavy HR website the same
day.

The policy change allows the
service to fill roles ashore that
otherwise would remain open.

There are about 5,500 pregnant

SEE PREGNANT ON PAGE 3

L.

U.S. Navy
A recent U.S. Navy policy change
gives pregnant sailors assigned
to sea duty better reassignment

options, the service recently said.
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NATO to stage largest drill
in Europe since Cold War

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

A record number of U.S. and al-
lied troops will launch a new se-
ries of war games next week in Eu-
rope, where top NATO command-
ers said Thursday that a “whole of
society” effort is needed to pre-
pare for potential conflict with
Russia.

US. Army Gen. Christopher
Cavoli, NATO’s supreme allied
commander and head of U.S. Eu-
ropean Command, said some
90,000 allied troops are slated to
take part in Steadfast Defender,
which would make it the largest
gathering of troops for an exercise
on the Continent in decades.

The drills taking place in the
Baltics, Poland and other coun-
tries will include reinforcements
from North America.

“This reinforcement will occur
during a simulated emerging con-
flict scenario against a near-peer

adversary,” Cavoli said at the con-
clusion of a two-day defense
chiefs meeting in Brussels.

Adm. Rob Bauer, the Dutch
chairman of the NATO military
committee, said the exercise
serves as preparation for possible
conflict with Russia.

“I'mnot saying it is going wrong
tomorrow, but we have to realize
it’s not a given that we are in
peace,” Bauer said. “And that’s
why we have the plans.”

Russia remains locked in a
nearly two-year-old war with Uk-
raine, and both sides continue to
suffer high numbers of casual-
ties.

About 300,000 Russian troops
have been killed or injured in the
fighting, Bauer said. The Kremlin
also has lost an extensive amount
of military hardware.

But while the ground forces
have been degraded, the Russians
have stepped up production of

missiles and other weaponry,
Bauer and Cavoli said.

“They are sparing no effort in
their reconstitution,” Cavoli said.
“They are devoting an enormous
fraction of their budget to the mil-
itary over the coming years ... and
they are running their defense in-
dustrial base just as fast as they
can right now.”

In Europe, military officials
from countries including Germa-
ny, Belgium and Sweden have
warned in recent weeks that allies
have a short window to prepare
for possible conflict with Russia.

While Russia’s military indus-
trial base is on a war footing, many
allies have expended ammunition
stockpiles to arm Ukraine.

Bauer, who has repeatedly
sounded the alarm about the need
for allies to step up their industrial
production capability, said socie-
ties in Europe that have grown ac-
customed to peace also need to be-

NATO/IMS

The chair of the NATO Military Committee, Dutch Adm. Rob Bauer,
left, and U.S. Army Gen. Christopher Cavoli, NATO’s supreme allied
commander, right, talk before a session of the alliance’s defense
chiefs meeting in Brussels on Wednesday.

come more prepared.

“It is the whole of society that
will get involved (in a war) wheth-
er we like it or not,” Bauer said.

Last week, Swedish military
commander-in-chief Gen. Micael
Byden warned that all Swedes
should mentally prepare for the
possibility of war. That caused
alarm, and citizens have begun
stockpiling supplies.

Bauer said it’s a good sign that

Swedes were getting ready.

“The fact that people find (the
possibility of war) a surprise and
as a result buy radios and batter-
ies, thatis great,” he said. “It starts
(with) the realization that not ev-
erything is plannable, not every-
thing is going to be hunky-dory in
the next 20 years.”

vandiver.john@stripes.com
@john_vandiver

911 call shows aide to Austin asked
ambulance to arrive to house quietly

Associated Press

An aide to Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin asked first respon-
ders to avoid using lights and si-
rens in requesting an ambulance
be sent to Austin’s northern Virgi-
nia home after he had complica-
tions from surgery for prostate
cancer that he had kept secret
from senior Biden administration
leaders and staff.

Austin was hospitalized Jan. 1
and admitted to intensive care af-
ter developing an infection a week
after undergoing surgery. He was

released from
Walter Reed Na-
tional Military
Medical Center
on Monday.

On the Jan. 1
call to the Fair-
fax County De-
partment of Pub-
lic Safety, a man who identified
himself as a government em-
ployee described Austin as alert.
The identity of Austin and the call-
er were redacted from a copy of
the 911 audio, which was obtained

l

Austin

by The Associated Press underthe
Freedom of Information Act.

In the four-minute call, the rea-
son for needing the ambulance al-
so was redacted.

The caller said Austin was not
having chest pains.

“Can I ask, like, can the ambu-
lance not show up with lights and
sirens? Um, we’re trying to remain
a little subtle,” the aide said, ac-
cording to the recording.

A dispatcher responded that the
ambulance it would comply once
it got near the home.

Pregnant: Sailors can stay in position with approval

FROM PAGE 1

or post-partum sailors in the Navy,
which is consistent with historical
averages. About 10% of those sail-
ors are assigned to sea duty, the
Navy told Stars and Stripes on
Thursday.

In November, the Navy had
about 14,000 open, or gapped, po-
sitions ashore.

That number fluctuates due to
operational adjustments such as
permanent changes of station and
ship decommissionings, service
officials told Navy Times on
Wednesday.

Sailors already serving ashore
who are within 13 months of a pro-
jected rotation may have that date
extended, or they may move local-
ly to fill a vacancy, according to

the fact sheet.

The policy also allows pregnant
sailors serving at sea to remain in
their assignments with the ap-
proval of their commanding offi-
cer and health care provider. Sea
and shore commands can apply to
be exempt from accepting preg-
nant sailors if the job is hazardous,
the Navy said.

Shore orders will be canceled
for service members at sea who
experience a miscarriage or still-
birth.

Those sailors will continue to
serve their full assignment at sea.
But they will be granted convales-
cent leave with guidance from
their medical provider, according
to the Navy fact sheet.

The update follows several re-

cent changes to reproductive
health care policies across the ser-
vices.

In February, the Navy updated
its policy following a Defense De-
partment initiative that allows
service members to delay notify-
ing their commanding officers of a
pregnancy until up to 20 weeks of
gestation, except in the case of
certain medical and occupational
health hazards, or other special
conditions.

The change also prohibits DOD
health care providers from notify-
ing a sailor’s command of a preg-
nancy until the 20th week, with the
same exceptions.

bath.alison@stripes.com
@alisonbath_

Fired Navy submarine
commander arrested
for DUI in Georgia

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

A Navy captain fired last week
from command of a guided-mis-
sile submarine was arrested and
charged with driving under the
influence of alcohol near Kings
Bay Naval Submarine Base just
days before his dismissal, local
jail records show.

Capt. Geoffry Patterson was ar-
rested by local police in St. Ma-
rys, Ga., and booked into the
Cumberland County jail just after
midnight Jan. 8, according to lo-
cal jail records. He faces charges
of DUI, improper lane change
and no insurance, according to
the jail records. St. Marys in
Cumberland County is a south-
east Georgia town just outside the
gates of the Navy’s submarine
base, where Patterson was as-
signed as a commander of the
Ohio-Class USS Georgia.

Patterson, 53, was dismissed as
the sub’s commander Jan. 12 by
Rear Adm. Thomas “T.R.” Bu-
chanan, commander of Subma-
rine Group 10 who cited a “loss of
confidence in his ability to com-
mand.”

A Navy statement issued Mon-
day provided no specific details
about Patterson’s dismissal, nor
did it mention he had been arrest-
ed.

A Navy spokesman on Thurs-

day declined to comment on Pat-
terson’s arrest or whether his dis-
missal was linked to the incident,
citing an ongoing investigation.

Patterson had commanded the
boat’s blue crew — one of two
crews assigned to the submarine
— since May 2022, according to
the Navy.

Two crews alternate aboard
U.S. submarines — one crew
takes the boat on
patrol, and the
other typically
remains at its
homeport. Capt.
Christopher Os-
born, the USS
Georgia’s gold
crew command-
er, is now in
charge of the submarine, Navy of-
ficials said.

The Georgia is one of four bal-
listic-missile submarines con-
verted to carry conventional
land-attack Tomahawk cruise
missiles and carry special oper-
ations forces. The Georgia was
converted in 2007, according to
the Navy.

The guided-missile subs can
carry up to 154 Tomahawk cruise
missiles and up to 66 special op-
erations personnel, according to
the Navy.

Patterson

dickstein.corey@stripes.com
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Families can renew ID cards online in States

DOD working to expand option for those overseas

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

Military family members and
retirees living in the United States
can now renew their identification
cards online and receive the new
cards in the mail through an ex-
pansion of a pilot program that be-
gan nearly one year ago, the De-
fense Department announced.

The change impacts about 1 mil-
lion people carrying the depart-
ment’s Uniformed Services Iden-
tification Card, which is issued to
family members and retirees so
they can access service benefits
and privileges. The cards are dif-
ferent from the Common Access
Cards issued to military personnel
and civilian employees.

Each year, the Defense Depart-
ment issues 4.5 million ID cards,

according to the Defense Man-
power Data Center. About 2.5 mil-
lion of those are USID cards.

A pilot program for online rene-
wal began in February 2023, and
remains limited to those living
within the U.S. An expansion to
non-U.S. addresses is in the
works, according to the depart-
ment.

“We think modern capabilities
like renewing a driver’s license
online make it easier for people to
get what they need when they
need it without burdening them
with having to take a trip some-
where,” Mike Zarlenga with the
Defense Manpower Data Center
said in a statement. “We’re excit-
ed about this, and it sounds like
people see online renewal as mak-
ing their lives easier, based on the

feedback we’re getting.”

The change also will free up ap-
pointments for military and civil-
ian personnel who must continue
to renew in person or for those
people getting a military ID card
for the first time.

“We want to make sure that peo-
ple visiting that office can get an
appointment when they need one,
and they can get their CAC and re-
sume their mission or duties with
minimal impact to them or to the
department,” Zarlenga said.

More information about the on-
line USID card renewal pilot pro-
gram, including restrictions and
requirements, is available on the
cac.mil website.

thayer.rose@stripes.com
@Rose_Lori

Military Personnel
ID Cards
Retiree Activities

2000 Allbrook Drive

WEsLEY FARNSWORTH/U.S. Air Force

The Military Personnel Flight, which includes the ID Card section at
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, provides a variety of services
to military members, reservists, civilian employees and families.

Osprey pilot’s family
starting scholarship
fund in his memory

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Stars and Stripes

The parents of an Air Force
pilot who perished with seven
other crew members aboard a
CV-22 Osprey in late November
have started a campaign to cre-
ate a scholarship in his memory,
his mother said.

Maj. Jeff Hoernemann, 32, of
Andover, Minn., died with the
others when their Osprey went
down off the coast of Yakushima,
an island in southern Japan. All
but one of the crew members’
remains were recovered. The
search for Air Force Maj. Eric
“Doc” Spendlove, of St. George,
Utah, was suspended Jan. 11.

Hoernemann served as a
CV-22 instructor pilot and chief
of weapons tactics for the 2lst
Special Operations Squadron,
353rd Special Operations Wing,
at Yokota Air Base in western
Tokyo.

“The world would be a better
place if it was a little more like
Jeff,” his cousin Maj. Derek
Wibben said during Hoerne-
mann’s funeral livestreamed
Jan. 4 by Grace Lutheran
Church, Andover, on YouTube.

The GoFundMe campaign,
started Monday by Hoerne-
mann’s parents, Catherine and
Tom Hoernemann, by Thursday
had raised more than $4,800 to-
ward their $75,000 goal.

“The idea of creating this
scholarship came about shortly
after we lost him in such a tragic
manner and was solidified in the

weeks leading up to and includ-
ing the day of his funeral,” Cath-
erine Hoernemann told Stars
and Stripes by email Wednes-
day. “We, as his parents, knew
that Jeff had a lot left to offer
this world, and that his time
here with us was way too short
to accomplish all of his goals.”

His parents were inspired af-
ter receiving letters and hearing
stories from their son’s friends
in and out of the military about
how much impact he’d had on
their careers and personal lives,
she said.

“We felt that the best way to
honor his passions was to offer a
scholarship for future aviators
and educators,” she said.

Jeff Hoernemann, 32, gradu-
ated from Andover High School
in 2008, where he competed in
track, cross country, Nordic ski-
ing and swimming.

He graduated from North Da-
kota State University with a
bachelor’s in mechanical engi-
neering and an Air Force com-
mission through ROTC, accord-
ing to his obituary on the Thur-
ston-Lindberg Funeral Homes
website. He began active service
on March 1, 201S.

“Jeff loved the Air Force, fly-
ing the Osprey, his wife, family
and friends unconditionally,” his
mother said. “He frequently told
us that he really enjoyed men-
toring the newer CV-22 pilots
and teaching as an instructor pi-
lot.”

In addition to his parents, he

Maj. Jeff Hoernemann

leaves behind his wife, Jess
Boozer, brother Jared Hoerne-
man and grandparents Ray and
Ardelle Hoernemann, according
to his obituary.

During his career, he was rec-
ognized with Meritorious Service
medal, Air Medal with “C” De-
vice, Aerial Achievement Medal,
Air and Space Commendation
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster,
Air and Space Achievement
Medal, Meritorious Unit Award,
Combat Readiness Medal with
Oak Leaf Cluster, National De-
fense Service Medal, Afghanis-
tan Campaign Medal with
Bronze Star and Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal, ac-
cording to his obituary.

“He found and brought out the
good in everyone and with every
encounter with Jeff left you feel-
ing better,” his mother said. “We
miss him and love him with all
of our hearts.”

snyder.jonathan@stripes.com
@Jon_E_Snyder

Savings plan benchmark
eliminates Hong Kong,
broadens investments

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Stars and Stripes

The federal government’s retire-
ment vehicle is changing the
benchmark for its international
fund this year to one that elimi-
nates holdings in companies
from Hong Kong.

The Thrift Savings Plan, or TSP,
will track its I Fund against the
Morgan Stanley Capital Interna-
tional All Country World Investa-
ble Market Index excluding United
States, excluding China, excluding
Hong Kong, or MSCI ACWI IMI ex
USA ex China ex Hong Kong, ac-
cording to a November announce-
ment by the savings plan directors.

TSP is a retirement savings and
investment plan for federal gov-
ernment employees and uni-
formed services members.

Abenchmark index is a standard
against which the performance of
similar funds, fund managers and
investors are evaluated.

Export bans and investment re-
strictions that affect businesses in
Hong Kong created uncertainty
that outweighs the benefits of in-
cluding them in the TSP I Fund, the
plan’s international index fund, ac-
cording to the release.

President Joe Biden signed
an executive order in August that
restricts outbound investment to
China, Hong Kong and Macau in
areas deemed critical to U.S. na-
tional security. “These include
three main industries: advanced
computing chips and microelec-
tronics, quantum technology, and
artificial intelligence,” according
to The Council on Foreign Rela-
tions.

The current I Fund benchmark,
the Morgan Stanley Capital Inter-
national Europe, Australasia and
Far East Index, has never invested
in mainland China but since 2001
has had less than 4% of its invest-
ments in Hong Kong, according to
the release.

The MSCI ACWI IMI ex USA ex
China ex Hong Kong is also larger
than the current benchmark,
with holdings in 5,621 large-, mid-
and small-cap stocks in 21 devel-
oped markets and 23 emerging
markets, according to the release.
The MSCI EAFE Index includes
798 large- and mid-cap stocks in 21
developed markets.

TSP participants shouldn’t ex-
pect this transition to happen all at
once, a Federal Retirement Thrift
Investment Board spokeswoman
told Stars and Stripes by email Jan.
8.

“The change is a process that
will take multiple months to com-
plete,” Kim Weaver said. “We
aren’t announcing when we are go-
ing into specific countries to pre-
vent front running — in other
words, people buying stock ahead
of our entrance.”

This adjustment to the I Fund
will more than double the number
of countries included in the fund
and will change the number of eqg-
uities by 700%, the release said.

The Federal Retirement Thrift
Investment Board expects the new
I Fund benchmark to outperform
its current benchmark, according
to the release.

As of October, TSP participants
had invested $68 billion in the I
Fund, the release said.
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Israel hits southern Gaza; no word on medicines

Associated Press

RAFAH, Gaza Strip— An Israe-
li airstrike on a home killed 16 peo-
ple, half of them children, in the
southern Gaza town of Rafah,
medics said early Thursday. The
military continued to strike tar-
gets in areas of the besieged terri-
tory where it has told civilians to
seek refuge.

There was meanwhile no word
on whether medicines that en-
tered the territory Wednesday as
part of a deal brokered by France
and Qatar had been distributed to
dozens of hostages with chronic
illnesses who are being held by
Hamas.

More than 100 days after Ha-
mas triggered the war with its Oct.
7 attack, Israel continues to wage
one of the deadliest and most de-
structive military campaigns in
recent history, with the goal of dis-
mantling the militant group that
has ruled Gaza since 2007 and re-
turning scores of captives. The
war has stoked tensions across the
region, threatening to ignite other
conflicts.

More than 24,000 Palestinians
have been Kkilled, some 85% of the
narrow coastal territory’s 2.3 mil-
lion people have fled their homes,

and the United Nations says a
quarter of the population is starv-
ing.

Hundreds of thousands have
heeded Israeli evacuation orders
and packed into southern Gaza,
where shelters run by the United
Nations are overflowing and mas-
sive tent camps have gone up. But
Israel has continued to strike what
it says are militant targets in all
parts of Gaza, often killing women
and children.

Dr. Talat Barhoum at Rafah’s
el-Najjar Hospital confirmed the
death toll from the strike in Rafah
and said dozens more were
wounded. Associated Press foot-
age from the hospital showed rela-
tives weeping over the bodies of
loved ones.

“They were suffering from hun-
ger, they were dying from hunger,
and now they have also been hit,”
said Mahmoud Qassim, a relative
of some of those who were Killed.

Internet and cellphone services
in Gaza have been down for five
days, the longest of several outag-
es during the war, according to in-
ternet access advocacy group Net-
Blocks. The outages complicate
rescue efforts and make it difficult
to obtain information about the

NAsser NAsser/AP

A Palestinian woman flashes a V-sign toward Israeli troops during an
army raid in the Tulkarem refugee camp, West Bank, on Wednesday.

latest strikes and casualties.

The war has rippled across the
Middle East, with Iran-backed
groups attacking U.S. and Israeli
targets. Low-intensity fighting be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah mili-
tants in Lebanon threatens to
erupt into all-out war, and Houthi
rebelsin Yemen continue to target
international shipping despite
United States-led airstrikes.

The Israeli military said it fired
an interceptor at a “suspicious ae-
rial target” — likely a drone or
missile — approaching over the
Red Sea on Thursday, triggering
air raid sirens in the southern Is-
raeli coastal city of Eilat. The
Houthis have launched drones
and missiles toward Israel that
mostly fell short or were inter-
cepted and shot down.

Iran has meanwhile launched a
series of missile attacks targeting
what it described as an Israeli spy
base in Iraq and militant bases in
Syria as well as in Pakistan, which
carried out reprisal strikes against
what it described as militant hide-
outs in Iran early Thursday.

The agreement to ship in med-
icines was the first to be brokered
between the warring sides since
November. Hamas said that for
every box of medicine bound for
the hostages, 1,000 would be sent
for Palestinian civilians, in addi-
tion to food and humanitarian aid.

Qatar confirmed late Wednes-
day that the medicine had entered
Gaza, but it was not yet clear if it
had been distributed to the host-
ages, who are being held in secret
locations, including underground
bunkers.

Both France and Hamas had
said the International Committee
for the Red Cross, which helped
facilitate the hostage releases,
would have a role in distributing
the medications. But on Thursday,
the Red Cross said “the mecha-
nism that was agreed to does not
involve the ICRC playing any part
in its implementation, including
the delivery of medication.”
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Pakistan fires retaliatory strikes at Iran

The Washington Post

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Pa-
kistan launched a series of retalia-
tory strikes Thursday on militants
in Iran’s Sistan and Baluchistan
province, its Foreign Ministry
said, amid an increasingly tense
situation in the Middle East that
now appears to be straining rela-
tions between the nuclear-armed
Pakistan and its neighbor.

Iranian state media reported
that at least nine people, including
three women and four children,
were Kkilled in the strikes, while
Pakistani officials cited only the
deaths of “a number of terro-
rists.”

The Pakistani attacks, carried
out with “drones, rockets, loiter-
ing munitions and standoff weap-
ons,” were launched in response
to Iranian strikes inside Pakistan
on Tuesday that killed two chil-
dren, according to Pakistani offi-
cials. Both sides said they had tar-
geted separatist militant groups
that pose cross-border threats.

Pakistan’s caretaker prime
minister, Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar,
cut short his visit to the World Ec-
onomic Forum in Davos, Switzer-

Ansum Naveep/AP

Members of Muslim Talba Mahaz Pakistan chant slogans at a
demonstration to condemn an Iranian strike in the Pakistani border
area, in Islamabad, Pakistan, on Thursday.

land, and Pakistani officials said
their military — one of the largest
in the region — remained on high
alert.

While the Pakistan-Iran border
region has seen occasional out-
breaks of violence in recent years,
this week’s attacks came amid
growing concerns over rising in-

stability in the region following
the launch of Israel’s war with
Hamas militants, who are sup-
ported by Iran. Over the past
week, the United States carried
out several strikes against Ira-
nian-backed Houthi militants in
Yemen, who have been attacking
shipping in the Red Sea; Iran,

meanwhile, attacked targets in
Iraq and Syria on Tuesday.

The strikes between Iran and
Pakistan appeared somewhat un-
related, in that they targeted mil-
itant groups that primarily pose
local challenges and pursue limit-
ed regional goals.

Pakistan said its strikes target-
ed members of the separatist Ba-
luchistan Liberation Army and
Baluchistan Liberation Front,
which view themselves as repre-
senting the Baluch community
that lives across Pakistan, Iran
and Afghanistan.

Jaish al-Adl, the Sunni group
that Iran said it targeted Tuesday,
also views itself as a Baluch sep-
aratist group. PakKistani officials
dispute that the groups targeted
by the Iranian and Pakistani
strikes this week truly represent
the Baluch communities.

Amid mounting  volatility
across the region, Tehran “likely
calculated this was an opportune
moment to strike in Pakistan,”
said Michael Kugelman, director
of the South Asia Institute at the
Wilson Center.

While Thursday’s Pakistani re-

taliatory strikes mark an escala-
tion that Iran may not have ex-
pected, the severity of Pakistan’s
response could also “create open-
ings for de-escalation,” said Ku-
gelman, especially as “the Pakis-
tan-Iran relationship is not a hos-
tile one and channels for dialogue
are readily available.”

But “if either side strikes again,
all bets are off, and we’d have a
real risk of a conflict,” he said.

The strike in Pakistan was one
in a string of recent Iranian at-
tacks in the region, coming later
the same day that the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps said
it launched missiles at Iraq’s
semiautonomous Kurdistan re-
gion, targeting what it called an
“espionage headquarters” of Is-
rael’s Mossad intelligence agen-
cy. Iraqi and Kurdish officials de-
nied the claims.

The Revolutionary Guard also
said it launched missiles in Syria,
claiming to hit “the commanders
and the main agents” behind two
explosions this month in the Ira-
nian city of Kerman that killed at
least 95 people, an attack claimed
by the radical Islamic State.

Strikes: US to keep up
military action in region

FROM PAGE 1
of Aden.

The U.S. has also strongly
warned Iran to cease providing
weapons to the Houthis. On Jan. 11
a U.S. raid on a dhow intercepted
ballistic missile parts the U.S. said
Iran was shipping to Yemen. Two
U.S. Navy SEALs remain unac-
counted for after one was knocked
off the vessel by a wave during the
seizure and the second followed
the overcome SEAL into the wa-
ter.

There have been several inci-
dents since the Friday joint oper-
ations.

The Houthis fired an anti-ship
cruise missile toward a U.S. Navy

destroyer over the weekend, but
the ship shot it down.

The Houthis then struck a U.S.-
owned ship in the Gulf of Aden on
Monday and a Malta-flagged bulk
carrier in the Red Sea on Tuesday.

In response Tuesday, the U.S.
struck four anti-ship ballistic mis-
siles that were prepared to launch
and presented an imminent threat
to merchant and U.S. Navy ships
in the region.

Hours later, the Houthis
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack on the Malta-flagged bulk
carrier Zografia.

The ship was hit, but no one was
injured and it continued on its
way.
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NoceA Ami-rav/Stars and Stripes

Proposed EU maritime force in
the Red Sea would work with US

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — The European Union is moving
to establish its own naval security force in the Red
Sea that would work together with a U.S.-led initia-
tive already protecting ships against Iranian-backed
Houthi militant attacks.

EU states gave initial backing earlier this week to a
plan for a European maritime security mission that
would operate independently but coordinate patrols
with the multinational Operation Prosperity Guardi-
an, Reuters reported Wednesday.

If approved, Italy and France, which already have
ships in the area, would join Germany in being the
first to contribute ships to the EU mission, according
to Reuters.

Italy hopes to fast-track the approval process so the
security mission can begin quickly, Italian Foreign
Minister Antonio Tajani told reporters in Rome the
same day.

“The political decision for us must be taken by next
Monday,” Tajani said. The original plan was to get
approval by Feb. 19.

It’s not clear why Italy and other plan backers,
such as France and Germany, want to establish a sep-
arate task force. The EU already leads similar mar-
itime missions in the Strait of Hormuz and off the
Horn of Africa.

In announcing Operation Prosperity Guardian last
month, the Pentagon named Italy, France and Spain
among more than 20 countries involved.

But Europe is grappling with backing U.S. security
efforts in the Red Sea amid growing protests at home
over civilian deaths and suffering in the Israel-Ha-
mas war, analysts have said. Some have called for the
EU to step up its naval presence in the Red Sea and
reinforce coordination among member nations.

“The EU should develop its own track of maritime
security cooperation with regional powers, including

ELEx1A MoRrELOs/U.S. Navy

German navy frigate Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
sails the Baltic Sea in July 2023.

with countries like Saudi Arabia and the (United
Arab Emirates), which have shown growing interest
in developing their naval forces in recent years,” Ca-
mille Lons, a visiting fellow with the European Coun-
cil on Foreign Relations, said in a Dec. 12 article on
the council’s website.

Since Nov. 19, more than 28 ships in the Red Sea
and Gulf of Aden have come under attack by Houthi
militants using drone and anti-ship ballistic missiles.
The latest targeted a U.S.-owned commercial ship hit
by a one-way attack drone Wednesday. The ship sus-
tained damage but there were no injuries.

The U.S. and U.K., with support from Australia,
Bahrain, Canada and the Netherlands, coordinated
the first retaliatory strikes against Houthi military
strongholds in Yemen earlier this month. The U.S.
alone has launched additional strikes targeting
Houthi military capabilities.

U.S. officials have said the strikes are not related to
Operation Prosperity Guardian.

bath.alison@stripes.com
@alisonbath_
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Red Hill fuel facil

By WyarT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — Fi-
nal cleansing of the 20 massive
tanks that make up the Red Hill
underground fuel storage facility
in Hawaii will take three to four
years, the deputy commander of
the Navy task forcein charge of the
work said Wednesday.

The projected end to remediat-
ing the soil and aquifer contami-
nated by the facility, however, re-
mains open-ended, Rear Adm.
Marc Williams said during a Face-
book Live presentation.

Williams, the chief engineer for
the Navy Closure Task Force, was
joined by Brig. Gen. Michelle
Link, his counterpart on Joint
Task Force-Red Hill, which has
been overseeing the emptying of

roughly 104 million gallons of fuel
from the facility.

That task force will be phased
out over the next few months, with
the Navy task force this spring as-
suming sole responsibility for the
lengthy process of closure and re-
mediation.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
in March 2022 ordered the World
War II-era facility closed in the
wake of a jet fuel spill in late 2021
that contaminated the Navy’s wa-
ter distribution system that served
roughly 93,000 people.

The recently stood-up Navy Clo-
sure Task Force has reached ini-
tial operating capability, with
about 80 of the 200 personnel who
will join its ranks by the end of
March, Williams said.

The next three to four years will

ity cleanup to take years

be spent in part disassembling
pipelines to empty residual fuel
that could not be removed by any
other means other than demolish-
ing pipes.

The most time-consuming jobs,
however, will be removing sludge
from the bottoms of the 20 tanks
and then cleaning the interior steel
linings in the tanks, Williams said.

The entrance to each tank is
about 190 feet above the bottom, he
said. Tanks will be opened, venti-
lated and made safe for humans to
enter, he said.

“Workers will be lowered
down,” he said. “The sludge will be
collected in a very manual way.
Essentially, think of buckets and
shovels and it will be taken up,
out.”

The sludge will be “container-

ized” and then shipped to the
mainland to be disposed of at facil-
ities approved by the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, he
said.

The sludge will be handled with
the highest level of oversight and
scrutiny given to hazardous waste,
even though the sludge is not cate-
gorized as hazardous, he said.

The “current concept of oper-
ations” for final cleaning of the in-
terior of the tanks calls for using
water from the Red Hill well shaft,
which was contaminated by the
November 2021 jet fuel spill.

Water has been continuously
pumped out of that well since early
2022 as ameans of preventing pet-
roleum contamination from mi-
grating into the aquifer from that
site.

That water will be used to pres-
sure wash the linings of the tanks,
which each stand about 250 feet
tall and 100 feet wide.

Williams equated the interior
area to be cleaned in each tank as
the surface area of 30 tennis
courts.

Workers will be lowered in
“buggies” to pressure wash from
top to bottom, he said. The water
will be collected, “appropriately
treated,” and then disposed,” he
said.

A timeline for remediating the
site will become clearer as the task
force undertakes a site assessment
to determine the best way for-
ward, he said.

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
@WyattWOlson

US envoy Emanuel in Tokyo says
‘There is a new Japan emerging’

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — The U.S.-Japan alli-
ance will “determine the future” of
the Indo-Pacific region over the
next 30 years as the two countries
grow closer via military and eco-
nomic ties, the U.S. ambassador to
Japan said Thursday.

Japan’s economic growth, cultu-
ral influence and expanding mili-
tary capabilities confirm his belief
that the alliance will dictate the
United States’ future in the region,
Ambassador Rahm Emanuel told
reporters Thursday.

He made a similar statement
during his confirmation as ambas-
sador in December 2021.

“Now, tobetrue, whenIsaid that,
IthoughtIwas doing asound bite or
trying to be pithy — I didn’t think of
it as prescient,” he said at the For-
eign Correspondents Club of Ja-
pan.

“But I think anybody that looks
back over the last two years sees a
Japan that has emerged in a differ-
ent way and with a different capa-
bility.”

Prior to his arrival in Japan,
Emanuel said, experts warned him

that Japan moves and adapts at an
“incredibly slow” pace.

“I have a message for all the ex-
perts back in Washington: ‘You
don’t know Japan today, you’re
wrong,” he told reporters. “All the
experts — despite their many de-
grees and years of experience —
their predictions of the future, of
where Japan would be, were
myths.”

Japan’s efforts to grow its mili-
tary spending and adapt to a post-
COVID-19 world has been so rapid
that the onus is now on the U.S. “to
make changes at the same pace that
Japan has made changes,” Ema-
nuel added. The country’s defense
spending is slated to rise to 2% of its
current GDP by 2027.

“We have to ask ourselves if our
ownactions willbebold enoughand
fast enough to meet the changes
taking place throughout the re-
gion,” he said.

A former Illinois congressman,
mayor of Chicago and chief of staff
for President Barack Obama, Ema-
nuel is blunt and, at times, confron-
tational. Since becoming ambassa-
dor, he’s also criticized China and
its president, Xi Jinping.

“China preaches cooperation but
practices coercion,” he said in a
Dec.18 postto X. “On Aug. 24, Beij-
ing banned all Japanese seafood
imports. Four months later, Chi-
nese fishing vessels are still fishing
in Japanese waters, and Chinese
party leaders are still eating fish
caught there.”

Emanuel cited a December re-
port from the Pew Research Center
that found most adults in Japan,
Taiwan and South Korea view Chi-
na as a major threat.

Emanuel did not mention thatthe
same survey found that most re-
spondents in all three countries
view the U.S. as at least a minor
threat, with S3% of Japanese adults
saying the U.S. poses amajor threat
toJapan.

Emanuel contrasted the Pew
survey with a February 2023 report
from the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Insti-
tute that found Japan to be “the
most trusted major power in the re-
gion.”

The difference, he said, is that
China’s outreach to other countries
only aids the Chinese Communist
Party, “while Japan’s aid benefits
the intended beneficiaries.”

JENESsA DAVEY/Stars and Stripes

U.S. Ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel takes questions at the
Foreign Correspodents Club of Japan in Tokyo on Thursday.

Emanuelisn’ttryingtobeacritic,
he told Stars and Stripes during the
news conference.

“I'mtryingtocall out whatIthink
ishypocrisy andlack ofhonesty and
transparency,” he said, referring to
the seafood importissue.

He ultimately returned to the
subject of the U.S.-Japan alliance.

“There is anew Japan emerging,
a more competent Japan,” he told
Stars and Stripes. “Our alliance is
emerging, because of that, from
protection to an alliance based on
the principle of projection.”

wilson.alex@stripes.com,
@AlexMNWilson

Japan signs agreement to purchase 400 Tomahawk missiles from US

Associated Press

TOKYO — Japan signed a deal
with the United States on Thurs-
day to purchase up to 400 Toma-
hawk cruise missiles as part of its
ongoing military buildup in re-
sponse to increased regional
threats.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishi-
da’s government has pledged to
double its annual defense spend-
ing to around $68 billion by 2027,
which would make Japan the

world’s third-biggest military
spender after the United States
and China.

Defense Minister Minoru Kiha-
ra announced in December a deci-
sion to accelerate deployment of
some Tomahawks and Japanese-
made Type 12 surface-to-ship mis-
siles beginning in fiscal year 2025,
ayearbefore the original plan. The
government says Japan is facing
its “severest” security environ-
ment since World War II because

of threats from China and North
Korea, causing it to increase mili-
tary cooperation with the U.S.,
Australia, Britain and other
friendly nations.

InNovember, the U.S. approved
a $2.35 billion sale of two types of
Tomahawks — 200 Block IV mis-
siles and 200 upgraded Block V
versions. They can be launched
from warships and hit targets
1,000 miles away, officials said.

The signing of the purchase

agreement on Thursday was at-
tended by Kihara and U.S. Ambas-
sador to Japan Rahm Emanuel.

Japan and the United States
agreed to expedite the deployment
“in response to the increasingly
severe security environment,”
Kihara said.

Emanuel said training of Japa-
nese service members for the
Tomahawks will start in March.

Late last year, Japan’s Cabinet
eased a ban on exports of lethal

weapons, allowing the sale of Ja-
panese-made weapons and com-
ponents made under license from
other nations to those countries.
The government quickly ap-
proved a shipment of Japanese-
made Patriot missiles to the Unit-
ed States to complement the U.S.
inventory.

Japan is accelerating its deploy-
ment of long-range cruise missiles
capable of hitting targets in China
or North Korea.
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N. Korea leader
bides his time
with tough talk

By Davip CHol
Stars and Stripes

Facing an unprecedented,
three-way military partnership
and a “pugilistic” South Korean
president, North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un
has respon-
ded with a
belligerent
tone toward the South, according
to analysts this week.

North Korea announced it will
undergo a ‘“decisive policy
change” in relations with the
South due to its alliance with the
U.S,, the state-run Korean Central
News Agency reported Dec. 31.

The policy shift includes aban-
doning all efforts to reunify with
South Korea, which KCNA de-
scribed as “a strange clan, who is
no more than a colonial stooge of
the U.S.”

North Korea’s tone is “on par
with past rhetoric” and comes as
Kim faces a united front beyond
its southern border, Patrick Cro-
nin, the Asia-Pacific security
chair at the Hudson Institute in
Washington, D.C., said Thursday.

In mid-January, North Korea
through KCNA characterized
South Korea as its “primary foe,”
threatened to annex the country in
the event of a war and proposed

ANALYSIS

amending its constitution to do
away with the goal of peaceful re-
unification of the Korean Peninsu-
la.

Kim could be “adjusting to his
perception that there are no good
diplomatic options to dealing with
Washington and Seoul for at least
another year,” Cronin told Stars
and Stripes by phone.

“I think Kim will want to get
back to the diplomatic table, but
he’s looking for an opportunity,”
Cronin said. “The U.S. is just one
of many big actors; Kim still wants
to engage with a U.S. that will give
him more of what he wants than he
sees right now.”

Southern strategy

North Korea’s confrontational
stance may be a response “to the
more pugilistic and assertive
Yoon administration,” he added.

Yoon, a member of the conser-
vative People Power Party, has
vowed to meet North Korea’s
threats by force by boosting mili-
tary cooperation with the U.S. and
mending diplomatic ties with Ja-
pan.

At the same time, Yoon has
promised Kim economic incen-
tives in exchange for steps toward
denuclearization. Both Yoon and
President Joe Biden have repeat-

In this undated photo provided on Dec. 18 by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un inspects what it says is an intercontinental ballistic missile being prepared to launch from an

undisclosed location in North Korea.

edly offered to meet with Kim
without preconditions.

In October, a U.S. bomber with
South Korean and Japanese fight-
erjets flew their first-ever airpow-
er drill together. The three held
maritime drills in international
waters south of South Korea’s Jeju
Island this month and in Novem-
ber.

In December, the three activat-
ed a real-time, data-sharing sys-
tem that Yoon, Biden and Japa-
nese Prime Minister Fumio Kishi-
dain 2022 said will “improve each
country’s ability to detect and as-
sess” North Korea’s missile
launches.

“If North Korea provokes us, we
will punish them several times
over,” Yoon said during a cabinet

meeting Monday.

The communist regime on Sun-
day launched an intermediate-
range solid-fueled ballistic missile
and earlier this month fired over
300 artillery rounds toward its
southern maritime border.

North Korea’s rhetoric toward
the South and its military partners
are provocative but “not dramat-
ically different” from its past re-
marks, particularly when dealing
with a conservative South Korean
president, according to Rob York,
the program director for Regional
Affairs at the Pacific Forum for-
eign policy research institute in
Hawaii.

“The ruling ideology in North
Korea is essentially anti-Japan,
anti-U.S.; and the conservative

government in South Korea has
really been seen as an extension of
pro-Japan collaborationism,”
York said by phone Wednesday.

The strengthening of this trilat-
eral partnership “would seem to
close the door, not that many of us
really thought that it was open,
with negotiations with the current
government in South Korea,” he
said.

North Korea may shift its stance
after the South’s National As-
sembly elections in April; he ques-
tioned whether Kim has “genuine-
ly backed away from hoping to re-
unify the Korean Peninsula under
their control.”

choi.david@stripes.com
@choibboy

Air Force to close ag‘mg housing tower at Yokota Air Base

By SETH ROoBSsoN
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
The Air Force plans to close a S0-
year-old apartment tower that has
provided temporary homes to
newly arrived military families at
this airlift hub in western Tokyo.

The Kanto Lodge, the Air Force
Inn at Yokota, will close its tem-
porary lodging facility in building
4304 on the east side of the base on
Feb. 15, according to a recent an-
nouncement by the 374%™ Force
Support Squadron.

The facility is in one of three
multistory apartment buildings at
Yokota built in 1974, according to
Staff Sgt. Wren Fiontar, a spokes-
man for Yokota’s 374" Airlift
Wing.

Air Force Inns will convert
some units at the Kanto Lodge to
adjoining temporary lodging and
pet-friendly rooms, according to
wing spokesman 1t Lt. Danny
Rangel.

Closing the east side tower will

reduce the total number of tem-
porary lodging units on Yokota
from 150 to 124, he said in a Dec. 28
email.

KeLLy AGeE/Stars and Stripes

Building 4304, a temporary lodging facility at Yokota Air Base, Japan,
seen here Thursday, is closing in February.

“This amount will accommo-
date our PCSing (permanent
change of station) families, re-
gardless of size and pets,” he said.

“Members PCSing to and from
Yokota can expect minimal im-
pact; our Lodging operation will
still have plenty of room to support
large families and pets.”

The next four oldest of Yokota’s
21 apartment towers were built in
1977, Fiontar said in a Jan. 11
email.

“Typical lifespan for a concrete
facility is SO years but can be ex-
tended with consistent mainte-
nance and repairs,” he said.

The facility provided tempor-
ary lodging in three-bedroom
units that could accommodate up
to six people, he said.

Lydia Christy, an Army spouse
and mother of three, said she
stayed in the facility when her
family and their two pets arrived
at the base five years ago.

“Having the space for our fam-
ily of five was absolutely amazing
and way better than trying to force
ourselves into a one bedroom one
pullout couch hotel room,” she

said in a Facebook post Wednes-
day. “It felt like being in a home
before our home was ready.”

The Air Force should convert
one of its other towers, closer to
other facilities, into a temporary
lodging facility, she said.

“It is so important to have and
was a huge part of our introduc-
tion to this base,” she said.

Building 4304 was last renovat-
ed in 2010; all five east-side apart-
ment towers have had new doors,
windows installed and their exte-
riors painted, Fiontar said.

“Additionally, the 1970’s towers
were all fully renovated between
2004-2012, which extended the
useful service life by 20 years,” he
said.

One of Yokota’s oldest apart-
ment towers is scheduled for dem-
olition in 2034. Four others will be
renovated between 2031 and 2035,
he said.

robson.seth@stripes.com
@SethRobsonl
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Trump tops long day in court with NH rally

By MicHELLE L. PrRICE
Associated Press

PORTSMOUTH, N.H. — Dan
Steele knows what a long day in
court is like. So he was extra ap-
preciative on Wednesday that for-
mer President Donald Trump
journeyed to New Hampshire af-
ter spending the day in a New
York courtroom, where he sat de-
fiantly during his trial to deter-
mine damages for defaming a
magazine writer after she accused
him of sexual assault.

A retired trial lawyer for the
Justice Department, Steele said
he hasn’t dug into the details of the
wide array of cases against
Trump. That includes four prose-
cutions — including two by
Steele’s former employer — plus
the defamation lawsuit, which
comes on the heels of a $5 million
verdict for E. Jean Carroll in her
initial sexual assault lawsuit
against Trump, plus a fraud case
filed by the New York Attorney
General’s office. But Steele dis-
missed them as “all campaign in-
terference by the Democrats be-
cause they can’t beat him any oth-
er way.”

“Every time he goes into a
courtroom,” Steele, 75, who re-
tired in 2016, said approvingly of
Trump, “he always comes out with
more support.”

i
MAT1T ROURKE/AP

Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump arrives at a campaign event in

Portsmouth, N.H., on Wednesday.

Steele and a few hundred other
supporters spent hours waiting
for Trump, who delayed his New
Hampshire appearance to hold a
late-afternoon news conference
after the court concluded in which
he slammed the judge in the case
as “aradical Trump-hater.”

The former president spoke
more than two hours later than
scheduled in a location that was
much smaller than his normal
venue — a hotel ballroom that
could only accommodate some
300 people. He concluded his long
day with a rambling speech that

lasted more than an hour.

He mocked his rivals in the pri-
mary, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
and former South Carolina Gov.
Nikki Haley. Then he went off-
message, touting a cognitive test he
took as president, his administra-
tion’s campaign against the Islam-

ic State and other familiar themes.
Eventually, he came around to be-
moaning his legal woes.

“You know I've been indicted
more than Al Capone,” Trump
told the crowd. “You ever heard of
Al Capone? Probably the greatest
mobster of them all.”

New Hampshire is the next
state in the Republican nominat-
ing contest, and Trump seems in-
tent on mixing court with cam-
paigning.

The crowd in New Hampshire
cheered wildly as Trump came
onstage and hooted warmly at
some of his standard campaign
lines. Trump was in an obviously
good mood, enjoying back and
forth with a receptive crowd after
a day of being forced to sit still and
admonished to keep quiet in court.

“Would you trust Joe Biden to
run your store while you go off to
New Hampshire to find a small
hill to go skiing?” Trump asked at
one point, riffing on his likely
Democratic rival in November
like a standup comic.

Later, he quipped about former
President Jimmy Carter, who is
currently in hospice care in
Georgia with terminal cancer.
“He’s happy because his presi-
dency is now considered brilliant
in comparison to Joe Biden,”
Trump said.

DeSantis shifts
away from NH
days before vote

Associated Press

HAMPTON, N.H. — Ron DeSantis has decided to
shift his presidential campaign away from New
Hampshire just six days before the state’s first-in-
the-nation Republican primary while his leading su-
per PAC executes another round of layoffs, moves
that reflect the Florida governor’s rapidly shrinking
path to the 2024 GOP nomination.

DeSantis won’t ignore the state completely over
the coming days, but he’s reallocating the majority of
his staff to South Carolina, the home state of rival Nik-
ki Haley, with its primary in just over a month. That’s
according to senior campaign officials who spoke to
The Associated Press on the condition of anonymity
to share internal discussions.

At the same time, the pro-DeSantis super PAC
Never Back Down has transferred several of its ITowa
staffers to other early states, while laying off the rest.
It’s unclear exactly how many people were laid off,
although a super PAC official speaking on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss internal strategy said
those who lost their jobs would be paid through the
end of January.

The strategic shifts by DeSantis’ operation under-
score his weakness in the 2024 Republican nomina-
tion race after he finished a distant second to front-
runner Donald Trump in Iowa’s caucuses Monday.
DeSantis had made Iowa the centerpiece of his White
House bid, yet Trump bested him by 30 percentage
points there. Haley finished 2 percentage points be-
hind DeSantis.

Trump appears to be tightening his grip on the

MicHAEL DwYER/AP

Republican presidential candidate Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis arrives for a campaign event Wednesday
at Wally’s bar in Hampton, N.H.

GOP nomination, although he could be vulnerable in
New Hampshire’s Jan. 23 primary. A CNN/Universi-
ty of New Hampshire poll conducted this month
found that about 4 in 10 likely Republican primary
voters in New Hampshire chose Trump, while about
one-third picked Haley.

DeSantis’ rivals seemed to enjoy the Florida gover-
nor’s struggles.

Trump spokesperson Steven Cheung said in re-
sponse to the governor’s shift away from New Hamp-
shire, “DeSantis is still running?”

Haley’s campaign greeted the news with a dig, too.

“South Carolina is a great state,” Haley spokesper-
son Olivia Perez-Cubas said in a statement to the AP.
“We hope they enjoy their vacation time here.”

By shifting toward South Carolina, DeSantis’ team
is trying to take advantage of Haley’s perceived
weakness in her home state, where Trump appears to
have a significant advantage over both of them. Yet
DeSantis’ allies believe that Haley will be forced to
drop out of the race altogether if she loses South Car-
olina’s Feb. 24 primary, giving DeSantis an opportu-
nity to reemerge as a viable Trump alternative.

Maine judge delays rule
on Trump ballot removal
until Colo.’s case ruling

Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine — A Maine
judge on Wednesday put on hold a
decision on former President Do-
nald Trump’s ballot status to allow
time for the U.S. Supreme Court to
rule on a similar case in Colorado.

Trump’s lawyers appealed in
state court when Secretary of
State Shenna Bellows removed
the Republican front-runner from
the presidential primary ballot
but then asked the judge to pause
proceedings to allow the U.S. Su-
preme Court to rule on the Colora-
do case, which could render the
lawsuit moot.

Superior Court Judge Michaela
Murphy concluded she lacked au-
thority to stay the judicial pro-
ceedings but she wrote that she
did have authority to send the case
back to the secretary of state with
instructions to await the outcome
ofthe U.S. Supreme Court case be-
fore withdrawing, modifying or
upholding her original decision.

In her decision, the judge said
the issues raised in the Maine case
mirror the issues raised in the Col-
orado case before the U.S. Su-
preme Court. She wrote that her
decision “minimizes any poten-

tially destabilizing effect of incon-
sistent decisions and will promote
greater predictability in the weeks
ahead of the primary election.”

“Put simply, the United States
Supreme Court’s acceptance of
the Colorado case changes every-
thing,” she wrote.

Bellows concluded last month
Trump didn’t meet ballot qualifi-
cations under the insurrection
clause in the U.S. Constitution, cit-
ing his role in the Jan. 6, 2021, at-
tack on the U.S. Capitol. She be-
came the first election official to
ban Trump from the ballot under
the 14th Amendment. Trump con-
tended Bellows was biased and
overstepped her authority.

The nation’s highest court has
never ruled on Section 3 of the
14th Amendment, which prohibits
those who “engaged in insurrec-
tion” from holding office. Some le-
gal scholars say the post-Civil War
clause applies to Trump for his
role in trying to overturn the 2020
presidential election and encou-
raging his backers to storm the
U.S. Capitol after he lost. Activists
conducted a campaign urging
election officials to bar Trump un-
der the clause.
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‘Cascading failures’ and ‘no urgency’

DOJ report finds police failed in
handling of Uvalde, Texas, shooting

By Acacia CORONADO
AND JAKE BLEIBERG
Associated Press

UVALDE, Texas — Police offi-
cials who responded to the deadly
school shooting in Uvalde, Texas,
“demonstrated no urgency” in set-
ting up a command post and failed
to treat the killings as an active
shooter situation, according to a
Justice Department report re-
leased Thursday that identifies
“cascading failures” in law en-
forcement’s handling of the mas-
sacre.

The Justice Department report,
the most comprehensive federal
accounting of the haphazard po-
lice response to the May 24, 2022,
shooting at Robb Elementary
School, identifies a vast array of
problems from failed communica-
tion and leadership to inadequate
technology and training that fed-
eral officials say contributed to the
crisis lasting far longer than it
should have.

Even for a mass shooting that
has already been the subject of in-
tense scrutiny and in-depth exam-
inations, the nearly 600-page Jus-
tice Department report adds to the
public understanding of how po-
lice in Uvalde failed to stop an at-
tack that killed 19 children and
two staff members.

Uvalde, a community of more
than 15,000, continues to struggle
with the trauma left by the killing
of 19 elementary students and two

teachers, and remains divided on
questions of accountability for of-
ficers’ actions and inaction.

The shooting has already been
picked over in legislative hear-
ings, news reports and a damning
report by Texas lawmakers who
faulted law enforcement at every
level with failing “to prioritize
saving innocent lives over their
own safety.”

In the 20 months since the Jus-
tice Department announced its re-
view, footage showing police wait-
ing in a hallway outside the fourth-
grade classrooms where the gun-
man opened fire has become the
target of national ridicule.

Attorney General Merrick Gar-
land was in Uvalde on Wednesday
ahead of the release of the report,
visiting murals of the victims that
have been painted around town.
Later that night, Justice Depart-
ment officials privately briefed
family members at a community
center in Uvalde before the find-
ings were made public.

Berlinda Arreola, whose grand-
daughter was Kkilled in the shoot-
ing, said following Wednesday
night’s meeting that accountabili-
ty remained in the hands of local
prosecutors who are separately
conducting a criminal investiga-
tion into the police response.

“I have a lot of emotions right
now. I don’t have a lot of words to
say,” Arreola said.

The review by the Office of

ERric GAY/AP

Dora Mendoza, right, is hugged by a friend as she leaves a meeting where Attorney General Merrick
Garland shared a report on the findings of an investigation into the 2022 school shooting at Robb
Elementary School, Wednesday, in Uvalde, Texas. Mendoza is the grandmother of 10-year-old Amerie Jo
Garza, who was killed in the shooting.

Community Oriented Policing
Services was launched just days
after the shooting, and local prose-
cutors are still evaluating a sepa-
rate criminal investigation by the
Texas Rangers. Several of the offi-
cers involved have lost their jobs.

Uvalde County District Attor-
ney Christina Mitchell said in a
statement Wednesday that she
had not been given an advance
copy of the Justice Department’s
report but had been informed it
does not address any potential
criminal charges.

How police respond to mass
shootings around the country has

been scrutinized since the tragedy
in Uvalde.

In Texas, Republican Gov. Greg
Abbott initially praised the cour-
age of officers’ response and
blame was later cast heavily on lo-
cal authorities in Uvalde.

But an 80-page report from a
panel of state lawmakers and in-
vestigations by journalists laid
bare how over the course of more
than 70 minutes, a mass of officers
went in and out of the school with
weapons drawn but did not go in-
side the classroom where the
shooting was taking place.

The delayed response coun-

tered active-shooter training that
emphasizes confronting the gun-
man, a standard established more
than two decades ago after the
mass shooting at Columbine High
School showed that waiting cost
lives.

As what happened during the
shooting has become clear, the
families of some victims have
blasted police as cowards and de-
manded resignations.

At least five officers have lost
their jobs, including Uvalde’s
school police chief, Pete Arredon-
do, who was the on-site command-
er during the attack.

Power line

By CLAIRE Rusu
AND HALLIE GOLDEN
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — A power
line fell on a parked car in north-
east Portland, Ore., on Wednes-
day, killing three people and injur-
ing a baby during an ice storm that
turned roads and mountain high-
ways treacherous in the Pacific
Northwest.

Shortly before noon, dispatch-
ers started receiving frantic calls
about a downed power line and
people appearing to be electrocut-
ed, according to a statement from
the city’s fire department. A
branch had fallen on a power line,
causing it to fall onto an SUV, the
statement said.

As the chaotic situation unfold-
ed, a resident grabbed the baby
from one of the people lying in the
street in a bid to save its life, ac-
cording to the statement. The
three killed — two adults and one
teenager — were found dead upon
firefighters’ arrival, and the baby
was taken to a hospital. It is be-

falls on car durmg Oregon ice storm, Killing 3
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Authorities work the scene Wednesday, in Portland, Ore., after a
power line fell on a vehicle, killing three people and injuring a baby
during an ice storm that turned roads and mountain highways
treacherous in the Pacific Northwest.

lieved the victims were electro-
cuted after they got out of the veh-
icle, the statement said.

The power company later dee-
nergized the line, the statement

added without specifying which
company.

Around Portland, driving and
even walking were virtually im-
possible as slick ice coated roads

and sidewalks. Icicles dangled
from roofs and cars, and ice en-
cased branches, plants and leaves
like thick glass.

A large swath of the region was
under warnings Wednesday for as
much as 1 inch of ice, promising
only to add to the damage wrought
by a deadly, powerful storm that
hit over the weekend. The warn-
ing area was reduced later in the
morning to parts of southwest
Washington and northwest Ore-
gon, including Portland, and fur-
ther limited to the western edge of
the Columbia River Gorge in the
afternoon.

Freezing rain could return to
the region Thursday evening
through Friday morning, the Na-
tional Weather Service said. The
areas most likely to be impacted
include the eastern Portland met-
ro area and the western Columbia
River Gorge.

Portland transportation offi-
cials asked the public to stay off
the roads through Thursday
morning, and numerous school

districts, including Oregon’s lar-
gest, canceled classes for a third
straight day as roads remained
slick.

The three deaths Wednesday
added to at least seven deaths
linked to fallen trees and suspect-
ed hypothermia during the previ-
ous weekend’s storm.

Daniel Buck, who lives just a
few steps from where the deaths
took place in northeast Portland,
told The Associated Press he
heard an explosion and then saw a
person running out of a car with a
downed power line laying on top in
flames. When he got closer, he
said, he saw that person and two
others on the ground about 35 feet
away from the car, where the rest
of the power line had fallen. He
said he saw one of the victim’s
pant legs on fire.

“All of them were making con-
tact with the live wire, so nobody
could touch them to help,” said
Buck, who described the victims
as residents of a nearby apart-
ment. “It was just terrible.”
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Anti-abortion activists: More to do

By Davip CRARY
Associated Press

A year ago, anti-abortion activists from
across the U.S. gathered for their annual
March for Life with reason to celebrate: It was
their first march since the Supreme Court,
seven months earlier, had overturned the na-
tionwide right to abortion.

At this year’s march, on Friday, the mood
will be very different —reflecting formidable
challenges that lie ahead in this election year.

“We have undeniable evidence of victory —
lives being saved,” said John Seago, president
of Texas Right to Life. “But there is also areal-
ization of the significant hurdles that our
movement has right now in the public conver-
sation.”

Participants at the march in Washington
will salutethe 14 statesenforcingbans on abor-
tion throughout pregnancy. They will pro-
claim that thousands of babies have been born
who otherwise might have been aborted, even
as studies show the total number of abortions
providedinthe U.S. rose slightly in the year af-
ter that enforcement began.

Moreover, anti-abortion leaders know that
their side has a seven-state losing streak in
votes on abortion-related ballot measures.
Even in red states such as Ohio, Kansas and
Kentucky, the outcomes favored keeping
abortion access legal.

In this year’s election, several more states
are expected to have abortion-rights ballot
measures, and Democratic candidates in
many tight races are likely to highlight their
support for abortion access.

“We have been around for more than 50
years, and I don’t know of any year that was
easy,” said Carol Tobias, president of the Na-
tional Right to Life Committee.

“But it definitely got harder after Dobbs,”
sheadded. “Wehave alotof work ahead of us.”

Tobias was referring to the Supreme
Court’s Dobbsv.Jackson Women’s Health Or-
ganization ruling in June 2022, overturning
the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision that legalized
abortion nationwide. The key consequence of
Dobbswastoreturn decision-making on abor-
tion policy to individual states. Some Demo-
cratic-governed states — such as California,
New York and New Jersey — have strength-
ened protections for abortion access. Roughly
20 states with Republican-controlled legisla-
tures have either banned abortion or sought to
impose new restrictions.

After Dobbs, “Ididn’t wantanyonetogetthe
false sense that we were at the end of our
work,” said Brent Leatherwood, an abortion
opponent who heads the Southern Baptist
Convention’s public policy wing.

“We’ve gone fromafocal point atthe federal
level to SO different focal points,” he said. “It

Joske Luis MAaGaNa/AP

Anti-abortion activists hold a cross as they rally outside of the U.S. Supreme Court
during the March for Life in Washington, on Jan. 20, 2023. Participants at this year’s
march will salute the 14 states enforcing bans on abortion throughout pregnancy.

may be another SOyears before we truly estab-
lish a culture of life, where preborn lives are
saved and mothers are supported.”

Eventhe current claims of lives being saved
due to the Dobbs decision are subject to ques-
tion. While abortions have decreased tonearly
zero in states with total bans, they have in-
creased elsewhere —notably in states such as
Illinois, Florida and New Mexico, which are
near those with more restrictions.

Anti-abortionleaders are keenly aware that
their opponents in the debate depict the wave
of state bans as an infringement on women’s
rights and a potential danger to their health.

Thus the theme of this year’s March for Life
strives to convey support for women facing
unexpected pregnancies: ‘“Pro Life: With Ev-
ery Woman, For Every Child.”

“Pregnancy care centers and maternity
homes are the very backbone of our move-
ment,” March for Life president Jeanne Man-
cini wrote in a recent opinion piece.

She and herallies have encouraged statesto
offer support programs for new mothers in
need — helping them find housing, jobs and
health insurance.

Among the scheduled speakers at the
marchisJean Marie Davis, executive director
of Branches Pregnancy Resource Center in
Brattleboro, Vt. Davis says a similar center in
New Hampshire helped her break free sever-
al years ago after she became pregnant while
ensnared in a sex-trafficking operation.

Other scheduled speakers include House

Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., and U.S. Rep.
Chris Smith, R-N.J., a co-chair of the Congres-
sional Pro-Life Caucus.

Mancini said last year’s march drew tens of
thousands of people; she’s hoping this year’s
march will be bigger.

J.J. Straight, part of an American Civil Li-
berties Union team working to protect and
broaden abortion access, says her side also
feels determined, especially in light of the re-
cent ballot-measure results.

“We’ve seen a tremendous pushback to the
anti-abortion agenda,” she said. “There’s a
huge coalition of folks, regardless of their par-
ty and other demographics, who absolutely
draw the line at this kind [of] interference in
their health care.”

Among the reasons for uncertainty for all
partiesisthe inconsistent way that federal and
state courts have adjudicated abortion-relat-
ed cases. There have been numerous legal
challengestothe various state laws banning or
restricting abortion, some failing and others
succeeding at least temporarily.

One of the biggest unknowns, heading to-
ward to Election Day on Nov. S, is how power
in Washington will be divided between the two
major parties. Abortion-rights supporters
fear a Republican sweep of Congress and the
White House might trigger a bid to impose a
federal abortion ban. Conversely, some abor-
tion opponents fear a Democratic sweep
might lead to a law overriding the state abor-
tion bans that are now in effect.

Mo. group:
Abortion
compromise
beats ban

Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — A Missouri
abortion-rights campaign announced Thurs-
day that it’s throwing support behind an
amendment that would enshrine access to the
procedure in the state constitution while al-
lowing restrictions in later stages of pregnan-
cy.

Missourians for Constitutional Freedom
saiditiscommittingtoaproposal,one of 11 ver-
sions, that would let lawmakers regulate or
ban abortion after what’s called viability, with
an exception for the protection of the life and
physical and mental health of the woman.

Supporters include the ACLU of Missouri,
local Planned Parenthood affiliates and Abor-
tion Action Missouri.

“Missouri’s cruel and restrictive ban on
abortion is tying the hands of doctors and pre-
venting necessary care,” said Dr. Iman Alsa-
den, an adviser to Missourians for Constitu-
tional Freedom and chief medical officer of
Planned Parenthood Great Plains, in a state-
ment. “Today, Missourians are taking a criti-
cal step to make their own medical decisions
and kick politicians out of the exam room.”

The campaign faces steep opposition in its
bid to get the proposal on November’s ballot,
with the petitions tied up in court for months
after being challenged by Republican Secre-
tary of State Jay Ashcroft. A campaign
launched Tuesday seeking to quash any initia-
tive petition to bring abortion back to the state.

And Missourians for Constitutional Free-
dom has funding difficulties, ending 2023 with
nomoney in the bank.

Also complicating the effort is a competing
ballot measure by a Republican that would al-
low abortion up to12 weeks, and after that only
in cases of rape, incest and in medical emer-
gencies up until fetal viability. The term is
used to describe whether a pregnancy is ex-
pected to continue developing normally or
whether a fetus might survive outside the ute-
rus. It’s generally considered to be around 23
or 24 weeks into pregnancy but has shifted
earlier with medical advances.

The decision by Missourians for Constitu-
tional Freedom acknowledges concerns by
some that a more expansive proposal would
fail to pass in the state, which was among the
first to outlaw almost all abortions after Roe v.
Wade was overturned. Current Missouri law
includes an exception for medical emergen-
cies, but notin cases of rape and incest.

Congress to vote on averting shutdown, keeping government funded

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Congress
was expected to extend current
federal spending and keep the
government open with votes in the
Senate and House on Thursday,
avoiding a shutdown and punting
a final budget package until early
March.

The stopgap bill comes after a
bipartisan spending deal between
House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-
La., and Senate Majority Leader

Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., earlier
this month and a subsequent
agreement to extend current
spending so the two chambers
have enough time to pass individ-
ual spending bills. The measure
will run to March 1 for some feder-
al agencies whose approved funds
are set to run out Friday and ex-
tend the remainder of government
operations to March 8.

Johnson has been under heavy
pressure from his right flank to

jettison the budget accord with
Schumer, and the bill to keep the
government open will need Dem-
ocratic support to pass the Repu-
blican-majority House. But John-
son has insisted he will stick with
the deal as moderates in the party
have urged him not to back out.
The stopgap legislation will be
the third time Congress has ex-
tended current spending as House
Republicans have bitterly dis-
agreed over budget levels and the

right flank of the caucus has de-
manded steeper cuts. Former
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
was ousted by his caucus in Octo-
ber after striking an agreement
with Democrats to extend current
spending the first time, and John-
son has also come under criticism
as he has wrestled with how to ap-
pease his members and avoid a
government shutdown in an elec-
tion year.

“We just needed a little more

time on the calendar to do it and
now that’s where we are,” John-
son said Tuesday about the deci-
sion to extend federal funding yet
again. “We’re not going to get ev-
erything we want.”

Most House Republicans have
so far refrained from saying that
Johnson’s job is in danger. But a
revolt of even a handful of Repu-
blicans could endanger his posi-
tion in the narrowly divided
House.
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WAR IN UKRAINE

Fearing attack, Russian city cancels Epiphany events

Associated Press

ARussian city near the Ukrainian
border canceled its traditional Or-
thodox Epiphany festivities on Fri-
day due to the threat of attacks as
Kyiv’s forces pursue a new strategy
with the war approaching its two-
year milestone.

The city of Belgorod has scrapped
events in which the faithful plunge
into ponds and pools through holes
intheiceonthefeastof Epiphanyev-
ery Jan. 19, the state news agency
Tass reported, citing the regional
emergencies ministry. The annual
celebrations are widespread in Rus-
sia.

Cross-border attacks have be-
come increasingly frequent in re-
cent weeks in Belgorod, the largest
Russian city near the border with

about 340,000 people, and can be
reached by relatively simple and
movable weapons such as multiple
rocketlaunchers. Itisabout 60 miles
north of Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-
largestcity.

On Dec. 30, shelling in the center
of Belgorod killed 21 people and
wounded 110, regional officials said,
in what was one of the deadliest at-
tacks on Russian soil since the start
of Moscow’s full-scale invasion of its
neighbor.

Border villages have been target-
ed sporadically during the war by
Ukrainian artillery fire, rockets,
mortar shells and drones launched
from dense forests, where they are
hard to detect. But until Thursday,
no major public events were known
to have been called off.

In Moscow, meanwhile, Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov dismissed a
U.S. proposal to resume a dialogue
on nuclear arms control, saying it’s
impossible while Washington offers
military support to Ukraine.

Speaking at an annual news con-
ference, Lavrov accused the West of
fueling global security risks by en-
couraging Ukraine to ramp up
strikes on Russian territory and
warned that Moscow will achieveits
goalsin the conflict despite Western
assistance to Kyiv.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has pledged to hit more
targets inside Russian border re-
gions this year. The goal is to disrupt
life and unsettle Russians, especial-
ly ahead of a March 17 election in
Russia when President Vladimir

Putin is seeking another six yearsin
power.

Ten rockets fired from Ukraine
were shot down, with one womanin-
jured by falling wreckage, Belgorod
regional Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov
said Thursday.

Long-range cross-border missile,
drone and artillery strikes have
been a feature of the war, especially
when fighting on the front line eases
off during winter.

Russian forces have repeatedly
blasted civilian areas of Ukraine. On
Thursday,amultistorybuildingwas
hitin Kupiansk, in the eastern Khar-
kiv region, killing a S7-year-old
woman and wounding two men, ac-
cording toregional Gov. Oleh Synie-
hubov.

Near Kupiansk, Russian troops

also shelled the village of Maly Bur-
luk, killing an elderly woman, Uk-
raine’s presidential office said. A 10-
year-old boy and a 13-year-old girl
were wounded, it said.

In the southern city of Kherson,
shellingkilled a driver in his car and
a passerby on the street. Seven peo-
ple were wounded in the region, in-
cluding an 81-year-old woman, ac-
cording to the presidential office.

It was not possible to indepen-
dently verify either side’s battlefield
claims.

Ukraine’s air force said it inter-
cepted 22 out of 33 Shahed drones
launched by Russia overnight. The
Kremlin’s forces also fired two
S-300 missiles at the Kharkiv region
for the second night in a row, offi-
cials said.

France ramps up weapons
production for Ukraine

Associated Press

PARIS — France announced
more planned deliveries of its Cae-
sar artillery system to Ukraine on
Thursday and accelerating weap-
ons manufacturing as it seeks to
avoid depleting its own military
stocks while continuing to support
the war effort against Russia’s inva-
sion.

“The logic of ceding materiel tak-
en from the armies’ stocks is reach-
ing its end,” the French defense
minister, Sébastien Lecornu, said in
an interview with Le Parisien.
“From now on, the solution is to di-
rectly connect French defense in-
dustries with the Ukrainian army.”

France also launched a drive to
fund the delivery of 78 Caesar self-
propelled 155 mm howitzers to Uk-
raine this year. Ukraine has already
paid for six of the guns itself and
France will provide SO million euros
todeliver12more, Lecornusaid sep-
arately in a speech. France is also
seeking 280 million euros from oth-
er allies of Ukraine to pay for the 60
other Caesars, the minister said.

Ukrainian Defense Minister Rus-
tem Umerov, speaking by video
link, said Russian forces are firing
five timesmore artillery shells,even
10 times more in some places, than
Ukrainian forces along the front
lines and that stronger artillery “is
oneofourkeyneedstowinthiswar.”

“Shortage of ammunition, shell
hunger, is a very real and pressing

problem,” he said.

Lecornu said increased supplies
of shells for Ukraine are on their
way. From this month, France will
supply 3,000 shells for 155 mm guns
per month, up from 1,000 shells per
month at the start of the war and
2,000 per month since last April, Le-
cornu said

The production of other hard-
ware is also increasing.

French manufacturer Nexter
used to take 30 months to make one
Caesar but now requires half that
time, Lecornu told Le Parisien. Cae-
sars are among an array of Western-
supplied artillery systems that have
given Ukrainian gun crews an edge,
especially when paired with high-
precision munitions, against Rus-
sian artillery batteries using older
Soviet-designed systems.

Thales now takes six months —
down from 18 months — to deliver
one of its GM200 radars that have
been provided to Ukraine for its air
defenses, and MBDA'’s production
time for the Mistral short-range air-
defense missile has also been re-
duced, the minister said.

Following Russia’s Feb. 24, 2022,
invasion of Ukraine, France was
among countries that quickly re-
leased weapons from its own armo-
ries to help shore up Ukrainian de-
fenses. France also has supplied
light tanks, long-range cruise mis-
siles, air defense systems and other
hardware, support and training.
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WEEKEND: GADGETS & TECHNOLOGY

JONATHAN BARAN/The Washington Post

Washington Post tech reporter Chris Velazco tests the Xreal Air 2 Ultra glasses last week at the Consumer
Electronics Show in Las Vegas. Velazco says there’s value in seeing what companies believe is the future.

Is it trash or a treasure?

Gadget nerd gives his 3 rules for deciding which technology products
might make your life better and what will wind up in your junk drawer

By SHIRA OVIDE

The Washington Post
bet you’ve bought a technology doodad hop-
ing it would make your life better — but hat-
edit.

Maybe it was a robot vacuum that always
gets stuck in corners, a printer that never seems
able to print or virtual reality goggles that your kid
lost interest in after two weeks.

My colleague Chris Velazco has tried many tech-
nology products in his years as a professional gad-
get nerd. Last week, he scoped out the Consumer
Electronics Show, a Las Vegas cavalcade of wacky
and occasionally wonderful technology.

Chris told me what tech gear he’s loving (and
not) right now. And he dished advice on how to tell
if a gadget could make your life better or would
probably wind up in a junk drawer:

Shira: A quick check of how tech-obsessed you
are: How many devices in your home are
connected to the internet?

Chris: Twenty-five, my Wi-Fi router app says.
That number is abnormally low, because I’'m in
Vegas and not on my couch. There are devices I
can’t identify. What on Earth is “C02GPSSSQOSN”?
I should look into that.

What are your rules for gadget buying to make
sure we're getting something that we won’t
regret?

T’ll mention three.

B Trust your gut. If you buy a gadget, set it up
and don’t feel right away that it improves your life,
you should probably return it.

B Don’t rush your purchase. When something
shiny and new comes out, it tends to be too flawed
to buy right away. Also, nearly all electronics will
go on sale. You can wait.

B Be picky about reviewers. Start by asking
yourself what you really want to know. Do you want
comparisons between competing products? A sense
of how a gadget might fit in your life?

Seek out trusted people. In addition to The Wash-
ington Post’s Help Desk (shameless plug!), I’ll call
out David Cogen on YouTube for day-in-the-life
reviews and Linus Tech Tips for the mix of tech-
nical rigor and lolz. Julian Chokkattu at Wired and
Allison Johnson at the Verge are great and acces-

sible and aren’t afraid to get nerdy when needed.

What’s your favorite current tech thing in your
life?

I swear I’m not an Apple fanboy, but the Mac-
Book Pro with Apple’s self-designed computer
chips is the best return on investment of anything
I’'ve purchased in years. I never worry that I’ll run
out of battery.

What's a technology that doesn’t seem
worthwhile to you?

I’'m not into wireless charging. I’d much rather
plug a device into a charger and keep using it than
stick it on a wireless charging pad where I can’t tap
or type as it recharges.

What’s a technology that’s too complicated or
frustrating even for you?

Beyond basic things like lights, I can’t get into
smart-home stuff. I live in a rental and can’t tear
out fixtures and rewire things. Even if I could, I
worry I’d spend the next 20 years making every-
thing smart.

But no way you'd install internet-connected
toilets that you talk to, right?

Those might be OK. What’s life without the occa-
sional weird luxury?

Most of the products at CES are gimmicks or
perennially the next hot thing that never gets hot
(see: home robots, face computers, driverless
cars). Why does this matter to normal humans?

There’s value in seeing what companies believe
is the future and thinking about what we could gain
or lose.

Take home robots. Companies like Samsung and
LG are predicting that people will have Al robots in
their homes within a couple of years. I doubt it.

But it’s a chance to ask questions: What do I want
a home robot to do? How cheap would one have to
be before I might splurge on one? Are these compa-
nies doing the right things at all?

From all the years you'’ve been writing about
technology, what’s something you predicted would
be huge and amazing — and you were wrong?

A decade ago, when the first Oculus virtual real-
ity headset and Samsung’s Gear VR were released,
I thought many of us would be playing games and
doing tasks in virtual reality. I was off-base about
how popular it would be.

ACCENTUM headphones
can last for up to 50 hours

By GREGG ELLMAN
Tribune News Service

If you’re shopping for head-
phones, when you try the new
Sennheiser ACCENTUM wire-
less headphones, you won’t look
further.

A quote in a Sennheiser press
release launching the head-
phones accurately stated, “Con-
sumers are getting breathtaking
Sennheiser sound without sacri-
ficing the battery life or wireless
freedom that makes them so
enjoyable to use all day long.”

Sound performance, comfort
and cost are the essential things
to consider when headphone
shopping, and the ACCENTUM
headphones ace every category.
Once paired up via Bluetooth S.2,
which also allows multipoint
connectivity, you’ll hear the
Sennheiser sound and know they
are of the utmost quality.

The Sennheiser companion
Smart Control app can enhance
and adjust the sound with S-band
equalizer presets and other
manual adjustments. The app
also manages Bluetooth connec-
tions.

Each ear hears the sound from
powerful 37 mm drivers. The
sound is designed to allow listen-
ers to enjoy crisp, deep bass and
brilliant highs. Most of my test-
ing was done with classic rock
playlists, which were pumped out
precisely that way. When I took
the headphones on a neighbor-
hood walk, turning on the hybrid
active noise cancellation helped
block unwanted outside sounds.

A pair of built-in microphones
are there for hands-free calls,
which work great with the wind-
reduction mode. Controls and
ports are on the bottom of one
earcup.

The ACCENTUM headphones
are comfortable enough for all-
day use. Both the earcups and
adjustable headband are padded.
And when your listening is done
for the day, the headphones fold
up flat.

A USB-C charge (cable in-
cluded) will produce up to SO
hours of playtime. A 10-minute

r

SENNHEISER/TNS

Sennheiser ACCENTUM wireless
headphones offer 50 hours of
sound from 37mm drivers.

quick charge will give you up to
five hours of listening. The
USB-C connection can also be
used for wired listening.
Online: sennheiser-hear-
ing.com; $179.95, available in
black; white with sandstone ac-
cents will be available soon

Scosche’s MagicMount Travel
folding 2-in-1 wireless charger is
another must-have. The charger
is built to be used everywhere: at
home, at work or even on the seat
back trays of an airplane. Wher-
ever you choose, the charger is as
efficient and versatile as they
come.

It’s built as a two-position
stand, simultaneously charging
MagSafe-compatible iPhones
(model iPhone 12 and later) in
landscape or portrait mode and
AirPods with MagSafe charging
cases. The travel charger is built
with soft-touch vegan leather and
can also be laid flat.

When using the MagicMount
Travel flat, it wirelessly charges
non-MagSafe wireless charging-
enabled Androids, iPhone and
AirPod models. iPhones charge
up to 7.5 watts and AirPods up to
S watts. Samsung phones can
charge up to 10W but only with
the charger in the flat position.

A 4-foot premium braided
right-angle power cable is in-
cluded. The MagicMount Travel
is $79.99 and is available in black
or white.

With some smartphones hav-
ing a USB-C charging port and
others having an Apple Lightning
connection, Scosche’s new Stri-
keLine HH 2-in-1 USB-C to USB-
C/Lightning cable is perfect.

The patented $39.99 dual cable
has a hammerhead design with
MFi-certified USB-C and Light-
ning connections on one end, and
another USB-C connection on the
other. It has aluminum connector
housing; the 4-foot tangle-free
USB-C braided cable is available
in black or white.

Online: scosche.com

The Scosche
StrikeLine HH 2-in-1
charge and sync
cable has USB-C and
Lightning
connections on one
end, and another
USB-C connection
on the other.

ScoscHE/TNS
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WEEKEND: MOVIES

'Til death
do us part

Actors Cuoco and Oyelowo discuss killer
dynamic in new comic thriller ‘Role Play’

By PETER LARSEN
The Orange County Register

n the comic thriller “Role Play,” sweetly naive

Dave learns that Emma, his cheerful wife and

the loving mother of their two young kids, is a

world-class assassin. Suddenly, he’s thrown into
an unfamiliar world of danger.

Dave, played by David Oyelowo, gets beat up, shot
at and tied up after following Emma, played by Kaley
Cuoco, and discovering just exactly what very special
skills are required in her line of work.

It’s essentially the world’s worst-ever Take Your
Husband to Work Day, an idea that makes both Oyelo-
wo and Cuoco burst out laughing when it’s posed to
them on a recent video call.

Cuoco, who found stardom on “The Big Bang Theo-
ry,” shifted to edgier fare with “The Flight Attendant”
and “Based On a True Story,” both of which had a sim-
ilar mix of action and comedy. Oyelowo, who played
Martin Luther King Jr. in “Selma” and had starring
roles in such films as “The Butler” and “Nightingale,”
is mostly known for dramatic roles.

The movie, now streaming on Amazon Prime Video,
also features Bill Nighy as a drolly hilarious hit man
and Connie Nielsen as a very bad stepmother.

In an interview edited for length and clarity, Cuoco
and Oyelowo talked about what drew them to “Role
Play,” how they found the tone of the film and why
learning that your spouse is an assassin and then
working through it can be helpful to viewers going
through rough patches in their own relationships.

Also, we talk about a future for the characters in the
last question, so consider this a spoiler alert.

do something like that. And then
mixing it with the family aspect,
and being this wife who’s keep-
ing the secret, but loves her fam-
ily. Then, when David came on, it
just was like this piece that had
been missing for so long, because
I had been sitting with the script
for many years before we met. So
it was kind of cool to finally see
what it was meant to be.

David, it feels like you do
dramatic things more than this
kind of project. What was it like
for you to shift into this world?

Oyelowo: It was a lot of fun.
I’'m always looking for exploring
new avenues. Yes, I’ve done a lot
of more dramatic things, but in
life, I’'m a bit of a goofball, and
people have seen less of that.

But I think that’s what really
drew me to this. The fact that he

Orange County Register:
Kaley, this movie fits in with a
couple of your other recent
projects. Talk a little about the
appeal of comedic thrillers.

Cuoco: You know, I love this
space. I love the tone. I love a
tone that hits everything. One
minute, you’re making a silly
face and laughing, the next min-
ute you’re crying, and the next
minute, you’re kicking ass. Like,
that’s kind of a gift to be able to
tap into all those things in one.

And obviously, I enjoy the kind
of cat-and-mouse, wink-to-the-
camera type of thing. This one
was cool, too, because I'd never
done kind of the physical, the
fight sequences, and playing that
sort of a badass.

I was really, really wanting to

PRIME VIDEO/TNS

Kaley Cuoco, left, and David Oyelowo play a married couple in “Role Play.” In the film, David (Oyelowo)
discovers that Emma (Cuoco), his wife and the mother of his children, is also a world-class assassin.

is a family guy like me. The fact
that, like me, he’s someone who
would do anything to fight for his
family.

I also love the fact that, yes,
I’'m known for more dramatic
roles, and Kaley’s probably
known for more comedic roles.
And there’s a bit of a role revers-
al here. She’s the straight guy to
my guy who’s sort of flailing in
the wind and trying to figure it all
out in the midst of the film.

To be honest, secretly, I just
wanted to be in her orbit just to
learn some of that stuff, and
hopefully be able to exhibit it on
screen. Little did I know that we
would have the degree of che-
mistry we had. I love her as a
human being, and so to get to do
this with her was a joy on top of
what I anticipated it would be.

Cuoco: We're big fans of each
other and then became really
true buddies. As cool as it was to
do this film, that’s been the really
neat thing that’s come out of this.

1 want to go back to something
you said a minute ago, Kaley,
about the different tones in this
movie, and how you and David
found the right balance between
a realistic portrayal of a family
and a very unrealistic one where
the wife is going off to do hits
around the world.

Cuoco: I mean, it’s a little bit,
at moments, you know, excitable.
Oyelowo: Good word, excit-

able.

Cuoco: There were a lot of
conversations about that. I re-
member when we first were
doing ‘Flight Attendant,’” that was
the constant conversation:

‘What’s this? What’s the tone?’
That’s all we’d be discussing. So I
was laughing when we were
shooting this. I'm like, ‘Yes, I
understand asking these ques-
tions.’

Because it was not confusing,
but it shifts constantly. It wasn’t
just one thing, and that’s the kind
of thing that I love. I feel like
that’s also like real life. I find it to
be more relatable.

Obviously, her career choice is
not relatable, but we’ve been
saying earlier that this marriage,
they love each other, and she
loves this family and obviously so
does he. And it’s kind of a meta-
phor for going through some-
thing very difficult. Whatever
that is in your own life, that
you’re fighting to get through,
that is really what this commit-
ment is about.

David, your role is also difficult
in that you have to kind of
convince us a little bit that you
would stick with your wife even
after you find out what she does.
That you wouldn’t just take the
kids and go, and go hide
somewhere.

Oyelowo: Well, in my own life,
it’s less unrealistic for me. My
wife and I, we’ve been married
25 years now, and we’ve done
things that other people deem
unrealistic. Like, we started out
before we got married, and we
said we were never going to be
apart for more than two weeks,
which is insane given that she’s
an actress as well. But we’ve
managed it. And I do think that
those are the things that really do
keep a marriage together in the

insanity of this world.

And so for me, Dave’s choice is
exemplary of what it sometimes
takes to keep the family going,
keep a marriage together. Ob-
viously, it’s outsized; it’s fantasti-
cal. It’s a movie. But I think we
want to entertain the audience
while also bringing them into
something that might reflect
something that they may be go-
ing through.

It was fun to explore some-
thing grounded whilst doing it in
this sort of very fantastical, aspi-
ration kind of way that hopefully
the audience can relate to as
well.

[NOTE: This next question is a
bit of a spoiler, so don’t read on
if you want to remain completely
unaware of plot points.]

At the end of the movie, we
don’t see [character redacted]
dead, and in movies we often
know that when characters are
not shown dead, there’s the
possibility they might not be. Is
that the case here that
[character redacted] maybe
appears in a potential sequel
with you two?

Cuoco: That’s very interesting.
It’s actually the first time anyone
said that, so that’s an interesting
idea.

Oyelowo: You may have seed-
ed something. I thought [charac-
ter redacted] was dead.

Cuoco: I did, too. So very in-
teresting.

Oyelowo: Well, we will see.

Give me a thanks in the credits
when it happens.

Cuoco: 100%.

Oyelowo: Done deal.
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Introducing Americans to Aki Kaurismaki

‘Fallen Leaves’ stars say tragicomic romance bringing new attention to, appreciation for ‘the maestro in Finnish cinema’

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press
here are two types of
cinephiles in the world:
current Aki Kaurisméki
fans, and future Aki
Kaurismaéki fans.

Alma Poysti and Jussi Vata-
nen, the Finnish stars of his lat-
est, the tragicomic romance
“Fallen Leaves,” are getting to
meet both during their whirlwind
tour of America at the height of
Hollywood’s awards season.

In the span of just a few days,
they’d attend the Golden Globe
Awards, where both the film and
Poysti were nominated; get the
news that the National Society of
Film Critics had selected “Fallen
Leaves” as the best non-English-
language film of the year; take a
quick detour to San Francisco for
a screening; and head back to
Los Angeles in time for the Gov-
ernors Awards.

They are running out of super-
latives to describe the experi-
ence, Vatanen said in a joint
interview with Poysti, but both
can agree that it’s been “over-
whelming.”

The film is about two lonely
people in working-class Helsinki,
Ansa and Holappa, who meet at a
karaoke bar and attempt to em-
bark on a romance despite
missed connections, lost phone
numbers, general awkwardness,
middle-age solitude and other
such obstacles to true love. Its
deadpan charms have transcend-
ed cultures and brought new
attention to and appreciation for
Kaurismaki 20 films in, even if
he himself shies away from press
and the spotlight. Thus it’s up to
the actors to be emissaries for
the film. But it’s the opposite of a
chore — it’s a privilege.

“This film brings joy and hope
and comfort to people,” Vatanen
said. “It’s great to be an ambas-
sador of that.”

Poysti said she’s almost jealous
of the people who are finding
Finland’s most famous director
through “Fallen Leaves.”

“They have so many nice
things to discover,” she said.
“His humor gets you, whatever
age you are, wherever you come
from, whatever language you
speak. And that’s a true gift, to be
able to do that. Humor is one of

PHotos By MUBI/AP

Alma Poysti, right, and Jussi Vatanen embark on a romance in working-class Helsinki in “Fallen Leaves.”
Vatanen describes the film as “just a small love story.” “It’s not covered in anything. It’s simple emotions,
simple humanity and it still, | guess because of that, touches people.”

the hardest things to translate
into different cultures, and Aki
does that very uniquely and mas-
terfully. But also his deep hu-
manism is at the core of it all.”

And you don’t need a specialty
video store to access his films,
either: The Criterion Channel is
currently streaming 15 Kauris-
maki films, including the so-
called proletariat trilogy (“Sha-
dows in Paradise,” “Arial” and
“The Match Factory Girl”), a
category that “Fallen Leaves” fits
neatly within, as well as “Le
Havre” and “The Other Side of
Hope.” “Fallen Leaves” is also
available to stream on MUBI.

Both Vatanen and Poysti grew
up under Kaurismaéki’s influence,
not just his films but the culture
of film appreciation he helped
build in Finland with festivals
and theaters and “spaces for
people to meet around cinema,”
Poysti said. The opportunity to
then actually be in one of his
films was one that neither took
for granted.

“He truly is the maestro in
Finnish cinema,” Vatanen said.
“To have a chance to work with
him, it’s like a dream which you
never had because it just felt so
distant.”

Poysti and Vatanen in another scene from “Fallen Leaves.’; Poysti

says the characters “are not dating professionals at all.” Vatanen
added: “It’s a bit like they’ve read a handbook of dating.”

“Fallen Leaves” is a film lov-
er’s film to its core, with refer-
ences to Jim Jarmusch, David
Lean and Charlie Chaplin. Ansa
and Holappa’s movie date is to
“The Dead Don’t Die,” but there
are also movie posters in the
background of many scenes —
and it didn’t stop when the cam-
eras turned off, either.

“It was like an endless movie
quiz on set,” Vatanen said.
“There was no chance you could
beat AKi in film knowledge.”

Poysti added that the filmmak-

ers debated the poster choices
“passionately.”

They’ve been on the road with
“Fallen Leaves” on and off for
almost a year, since it debuted at
the Cannes Film Festival, on
through the New York Film Fes-
tival and its theatrical debuts
around the world.

And now, they’ve found them-
selves in the flurry of Oscar sea-
son. “Fallen Leaves” is on the
shortlist for best international
feature representing Finland.
But they don’t want to talk about

that possibility just yet, before
nominations are announced on
Jan. 23.

“We don’t want to jinx any-
thing,” Poysti said.

Besides, it’s more fun to talk
about the film anyway, which
Poysti likes to say is “more salt”
than “sugary love story.”

“They lead very rough lives.
But humor is somehow what gets
you through the day,” she said.
“And these are not dating profes-
sionals at all. They’re behaving
like perhaps how you’re sup-
posed to maybe be on a date. But
I don’t think either one of them
has been on a date, perhaps ev-
er.”

Vatanen added: “It’s a bit like
they’ve read a handbook of dat-
ing, you know, like, ask her for a
coffee and then the movies and
maybe a dinner.”

One thing they do not ask each
other is their names, which Vata-
nen said is actually not the cra-
ziest thing, coming from Finland.
The Finnish, he said, are “the
silent bunch of Europeans.”

“You could almost also per-
haps call it flirting, that you don’t
get all the information right
away. You have to somehow earn
it,” Poysti added. “And they are
extremely shy. Saying your name
might be a very, very vulnerable
thing to.”

And they’ve enjoyed hearing
everyone’s reactions to “Fallen
Leaves” at screenings around the
world and knowing that people
leave the film feeling hopeful.

“I love the fact that it’s just a
small love story,” Vatanen said.
“It’s not covered in anything. It’s
simple emotions, simple human-
ity and it still, I guess because of
that, touches people,”

They did get a few precious
hours of downtime one day dur-
ing their trip, too. Naturally, they
went to the movies: A retro-
spective screening of Robert
Altman’s “The Long Goodbye” at
the New Beverly Cinema.

In the land of movie stars, they
expected to go under the radar.
But much to their surprise, there
were some moviegoers there who
recognized them and wanted to
talk about Kaurisméiki and “Fall-
en Leaves.”

“It was quite crazy,” Vatanen
said.

“They have so many nice things to discover. His humor gets you, whatever age you are, wherever you
come from, whatever language you speak. And that’s a true gift, to be a