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Spangdahlem |, |

officer’s family
recounts night
trapped in home

By JENNIFER H. SvaN
Stars and Stripes

Capt. Matthew Shelly wasn’t at
home when the Kyll River began
overflowing about SO yards be-
hind his house near Spangdahlem TOKYO OLYMPICS
Air Base, trapping his family in-
side during Germany’s worst nat-
ural disaster in more than half a
century.

He was in Las Vegas for an ex-
ercise, while his wife, Brie Shelly,
cared for their two young sons and
talked with him on the phone
throughout the harrowing night of
July 14, as the water rose and
flooded the house’s basement and
first floor.

It was a helpless feeling, Mat-
thew Shelly said Wednesday, be-

ing so far away while his family

e danaer Army’s 1st Paralympic swimmer reflects
The Shellys are among some 20 on her Journey -to the p00| and the Games

Spangdahlem families who were

displaced in the rural Eifel region, By SARAH CAMMARATA
base officials said. Stars and Stripes
At least 208 people died across WASHINGTON — Lying in a hospital bed in Landstuhl, Germa-
western Germany and Belgium in ny, a 19-year-old combat medic had endured three operations to
last week’s flooding and thou- fix hip injuries suffered in Iraq and now faced the unthinkable: a
sands are reported to be missing, medical discharge from the Army.
federal emergency officials say. Neither she nor the Army will disclose what
Hundreds of Spangdahlem per- caused her injuries, but doctors told the young
sonnel have volunteered to aid soldier that certain parts of her life might no
cleanup efforts, which German of- longer be an option, including serving in the mil-
ficials say will take months, if not . itary.
longer. Left feeling angry and discouraged at the con-
Atfirst, the deluge of rain wasn’t stant reminder of all the things that she could no
much of a worry, Matthew Shelly longer do, Sgt. 1st Class Elizabeth Marks was dri-  pMarks
said. The river had overflowed ven to become fit for duty again.
SEE TRAPPED ON PAGE 6 Eleven years later, the world record-holding Paralympic ath-
RELATED SEE PEACE ON PAGE 7

. Sgt. 1st Class Elizabeth Marks prepares for the women’s
German regions breaststroke finals, in which she took a gold medal, in the

. Invictus Ga at the ESPN Wide World of Sports |
h |t by dead |y ﬂOOdS . aI:v\:VaﬂsDisg‘;SWOrId? Oﬂando,lFEl., g:l May lpl‘: 20‘;21.1p <
expectlng heavy ral N ; Kevin WaLLAce/U.S. Air Force
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EUROPE GAS PRICES EXCHANGE RATES

Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel

Germany $3.428 $3.867 $4.114 $3.619 Azores $4.014

Change inprice  +2.0cents +1.9 cents +2.0cents +0.6 cents Change in price +2.0cents

Netherlands $4.312 $4.607 $4.209 Belgium $3.076 $3.301 $3.166

Change in price -1.8cents -2.0cents -1.8cents Change in price No change No change No change

UK. $3.766 $4.013 $3.518 Turkey $3.899 $4.204*

Change in price +1.9 cents +2.0cents +0.6 cents Change in price +2.0 cents No change

Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel

Japan - $3.909 $3.409 South Korea $3.229 $3.919 $3.419

Change in price +2.0cents +1.0 cents Changein price  +2.0 cents +2.0cents No change

Okinawa $3.219 $3.409 Guam $3.229 $3.669 $3.919

Changein price  +2.0 cents +1.0 cents Changein price  +2.0 cents +2.0 cents +2.0 cents
*DieselEFD **Midgrade

For the week of July 23-29

ili South Korea (Won) 1148.77
Military rates Switzerland (Franc) 9164
Euro costs (July 23) $1.15  Thaijland (Baht) 32.87
Dollar buys (July 23) 0.8244  Tyrkey (NewlLira) 8.5538
British pound (July 23) $1.34
Japanese yen (July 23) 107.00 (Military exchange rates are those available
South Korean won (July 23) 1122.00  to customers at military banking facilities in the
c cial rates country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
- - many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
Bahrain(Dinar) 3770 For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
Britain (Pound) 13767 chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
gﬁinnaad(a\l(fjgﬁl)lar) éiggg your local military banking facility. Commercial
Denmark (Krone) 6.2943 ratesare ir}terbank rates proyided for referer]ce
Egypt (Pound) 15:6689 when buying currency. All figures are foreign
Euro 8462  currencies to one dollar, except for the British
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.7717 pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
Hungary (Forint) 302.76 pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)
Israel (Shekel) 3.2714
Japan (Yem) ATl INTEREST RATES |
Kuwait(Dinar) .3006
Norway (Krone) 8.8373 Prime rate 3.25
Philippines (Peso) 50.05 Interest Rates Discountrate 0.75
Poland (Zloty) 3.86 Federal funds market rate 0.10
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 37506  3-month bill 0.05
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3599  30-year bond 1.93
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Milley says Afghan government can prevail

By CarrLiN DoORNBOS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — As the Tali-
ban’s strength grows amid the
U.S. withdrawal from Afghanis-
tan, top defense officials on
Wednesday said the Afghan gov-
ernment can prevail after Ameri-
can troops leave the country.

Though there’s “clearly anarra-
tive out there that the Taliban is
winning,” Army Gen. Mark Mil-
ley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, said the group is far from
overthrowing the Afghan govern-
ment.

“They are propagating an inevi-
table victory on their behalf —
they’re dominating the airwaves,”
Milley told reporters at the Penta-
gon. “But I will tell you ... you’ve
got 34 provincial capitals in Af-
ghanistan, none of them have been
seized.”

Still, the “strategic momentum
appears to be with the Taliban” as
they have seized “a significant
amount of territory” over the past
six to 10 months,” he said. “[But] a
negative outcome — a Taliban au-
tomatic military takeover — is not
a foregone conclusion. We will
continue to monitor the situation
closely and make adjustments as
necessary.”

The U.S. on May 1 began with-
drawing its troops and equipment
from Afghanistan after nearly 20
years of war there. While Presi-
dent Joe Biden has said the U.S.
completed its mission in Afghan-
istan of preventing another attack
on American soil after 9/11, critics
have questioned whether the U.S.
should leave Afghanistan with the
Taliban at large and regaining ter-
ritory.

Milley said Afghan security

forces are ‘“adjusting forces to
consolidate into the provincial
capitals” to protect the population,
most of whom live in those cities
and the capital of Kabul.

With so many changing factors,
it remains to be seen what will
happen in Afghanistan after U.S.
forces leave, the general said.

As Taliban insurgents continue
fighting, leaders of the terrorist
group continue to say they want to
reach a political agreement with
the Afghan government to end the
country’s civil war, The Associat-
ed Press reported Sunday.

“There’s a possibility of a nego-
tiated outcome that’s still out
there. There’s a possibility of a
complete Taliban takeover,” Mil-
ley said. “There’s a possibility of
any number of other scenarios. I
don’t think an endgame is yet writ-
ten.”

The U.S. drawdown process is
about 95% completed as of
Wednesday, with 9,000 troops and
civilians moved out of the country
sofarand all U.S. bases in Afghan-
istan turned over to the Afghan
government, he said.

“The sheer volume of move-
ment involved in this operation
has been extraordinary, 984 air-
lifts over the last less than three
months have enabled us to reach
almost 95% completion on the ret-
rograde,” Milley said.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
on Wednesday reiterated the full
drawdown will be complete by the
end of August, shortly ahead of the
original deadline of Sept. 11 that
Biden set in April.

After August, the military will
focus only “on those threats that
present a threat to the United

States,” Austin told reporters at
the Pentagon.

However, the U.S. will provide
financial support and “over-the-
horizon” military support to Af-
ghan forces, such as airstrikes, he
said. The Defense Department is
already in talks with nearby na-
tions to “stand up nodes to provide
security assessments” in the re-
gion after the U.S. withdrawal
from Afghanistan.

“Make no mistake that we re-
main committed to helping the Af-
ghan security forces and the Af-
ghan government going forward,”
Austin said. “We are doing what
we said we’re going to do in terms
of putting the pieces in place to en-
sure that we can provide that sup-
port.”

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos

German police: Video may show
man moving body found last year

By MARcus KLOECKNER
AND KARIN ZEITVOGEL
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — Rheinland-Pfalz police on
Friday asked the U.S. community
in Kaiserslautern for help identi-
fying a man captured in newly re-
leased surveillance camera foot-
age, who is suspected of involve-
ment in the death of a woman
whose body was found in a down-
town alley in December.

“It is very important that clues
from the American community
reach us, even in English,” Kai-
serslautern police spokesman
Bernhard Christian Erfort said.
“We are especially looking for in-
formation regarding the person
who can be seen in the video.”

The blurry footage, shot by a se-
curity camera in a parking garage
on Rosenstrasse in the center of
Kaiserslautern, on Dec. 12 at 9:37
p.m., shows a tall, slim man wear-

ing a hoodie walking in the direc-
tion of Stauboernchenstrasse, the
alley where Diana Bodi’s body
was found, before going back in
the direction he came from.

He passes the garage again an
hour later, heading toward the al-
ley, and comes back with an emp-
ty shopping cart. Around 20 min-
utes after that, he again passes in
front of the garage, this time push-
ing the cart with a large object
wrapped in a white covering on
the bottom rack.

“The object could be the body of
Diana Bodi,” the police said in a
statement Friday.

Two nights after the video was
shot, several people reported to
the police that there was a body in
the alley. The victim was later
identified as Bodi, a home care
provider from Hungary who was
working in Germany.

The police also want to speak
with a couple who were walking

their dog on Rosenstrasse and
may have seen the man in the se-
curity camera video.

“The woman was wearing a sil-
ver-gray winter jacket with a hood
and a red hat,” they said. “The
man had a black winter jacket and
black hat on. The dog was proba-
bly a golden retriever or light-col-
ored Labrador.”

The large white object seen in
the video footage was loaded onto
the cart somewhere near the park-
ing garage, the police concluded
after looking at numerous videos
shot in the area at around the time
that Bodi, 48, was Kkilled. She dis-
appeared shortly after arriving at
Kaiserslautern’s main train sta-
tionon Dec. 11, on her way to anew
job in the Trier area.

The man seen in the video foot-
age may not be Bodi’s killer, the
police statement said. But their in-
vestigation indicates he “knows

B

RHEINLAND-PFALZ POLICE

A screenshot, released by the German police July 22, shows a man
pulling a shopping cart with a large object wrapped in white past a
downtown Kaiserslautern parking garage last December.

his way around the area, and ei-
ther spends a lot of time there or
lives nearby,” it said.

There are no indications that an
American or someone with ties to
the U.S. military community was
involved in Bodi’s death, but po-
lice have ruled nothing out as they
continue their investigation, Er-

fort said.

“We are still evaluating lots of
video material,” he said. “There
could be clues in the videos that
help us find the perpetrator.”

kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com
zeitvogel.karin@stripes.com
Twitter: @StripesZeit

Army contractor charged with lying about stabbing incident

By CHAD GARLAND
Stars and Stripes

A contractor at an Army base in
Georgia has pleaded not guilty to
three felony charges after prose-
cutors say he stabbed himself and
told investigators he’d been at-
tacked and robbed.

Eric T. Nakamura, 49, of Beau-
fort, S.C., was charged with three
counts of making a false statement
to a department or agency of the
United States, said David H. Estes,
acting U.S. Attorney for the South-
ern District of Georgia, in a state-
ment this week.

Each charge carries a penalty of
up to five years in federal prison, a
fine of up to $250,000, or both, and
up to five years of supervised re-
lease after any prison term, a court
document shows. There is no pa-
role in the federal system, the Jus-
tice Department said.

Nakamura was indicted in
March and appeared before a fed-
eral judge last week for arraign-
ment, where he entered a not
guilty plea, courtrecords show. He
was released on an unsecured
$15,000 bond.

Nakamura was at Hunter Army

Airfield in Savannah last July
when he told an agent with the Ar-
my Criminal Investigation Com-
mand, or CID, that he was stabbed
with a knife and robbed while he
was working in a lab, the indict-
ment said. He claimed an un-
known person in an Army uniform
with the name tape “Brown” was
the assailant, it said.

A photo caption in a January
2012 edition of the base newspaper
at Fort Stewart, Ga., and a 2019
schedule of training events indi-
cate Nakamura worked for the Ar-
my Substance Abuse Program on

the post.

The indictment said Nakamura
repeated the claims about the July
2020 stabbing incident in inter-
views with CID agents in October
and again in February, despite
knowing “he had stabbed himself
with a knife, and had not been
robbed,” the indictment said.

“Army investigators spent sub-
stantial time and taxpayer re-
sources investigating this alleged
assault,” Estes said.

CIDisinvestigating the case. On
Tuesday, prosecutors filed notice
that they planned to present addi-

tional evidence to show that Na-
kamurahadrepeated hisclaimson
other dates and to other investiga-
tors, including in August when
they say he created an audio state-
ment with his wife thathe provided
to CID.

Nakamura’s attorney, Brian Jo-
seph Huffman Jr., said he had no
comment at this time, as he had on-
ly recently been appointed to the
case and was still reviewing mate-
rial prosecutors handed to him.

garland.chad@stripes.com
Twitter: @chadgarland
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Japan officials to
test Marine water
for toxic chemicals

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
AND MARI HiGcA
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Ja-
panese officials collected samples of
treated wastewater this week at Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Futenma as
the government weighs a U.S. mili-
tary request to dispose of the poten-
tially contaminated water through
the public wastewater system.

The treated water is stored in un-
derground tanks and may contain
traces of the toxic, organic chem-
icals PFOS and PFOA left over from
spilled firefighting foam captured
on the air station.

Monday’s sampling follows local
media reports that the Marine
Corps had asked Okinawa prefec-
ture torelease the treated water into
the local system. That water meets
Japanese drinking-water guide-
lines thatexceed U.S. standards, ac-
cording to Marine Corps Installa-
tions Pacific.

Okinawa prefecture sent a team
of four, including environmental of-
ficials, tothe base Monday, a prefec-
tural spokesman told Stars and
Stripes by phone Tuesday. Ginowan
city and the Japanese government
also sent officials.

Early this month, a spokesman
for the Okinawa Prefectural Enter-
prise Bureau said that putting the
treated water into the public waste-
water system means it would even-
tually reach the sea. Completely re-
moving the contaminants is impos-
sible, he said.

The water has been treated using
the Army’s PFAS Effluent Treat-
ment System, or PETS, which uses
ion exchange and granular activa-
ted carbon to reduce PFAS levels in
water, according to a Marine Corps
Installations Pacific statement
Thursday.

Okinawa prefecture has asked
the U.S. military to dispose of the
contaminants thermally, a spokes-
man from the prefecture’s Special
Management Office of Military In-
stallation Environmental Affairs
told Stars and Stripes on Tuesday.
Government officials in Japan cus-
tomarily speak to the media on con-
dition of anonymity.

Thermal processes, including in-
cineration, use heat to destroy
wastewater contaminants, accord-
ing to aNovember paper in the jour-
nal Water Environment Research.
One method, the liquid injection
hazardous waste furnace, works

U.S. Marine Corps

Japanese officials collect samples of treated wastewater at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, Okinawa,
on Monday. The U.S. military wants to dispose of the water through the public wastewater system.

like an afterburner in which the
wastewater is mixed with fuel and
burned.

The Marine Corpsinitsstatement
Thursday dismissed other disposal
options.

The public wastewater system “is
the quickest method available to
safely dispose of PFAS-contaminat-
edwaterand doesnotentail therisks
associated with either keeping it on-
hand ortransporting the watertothe
mainland for disposal,” accordingto
the Marines’ statement.

PFOS and PFOA are found in
aqueous firefighting foam, aircraft
grease, water-repellant materials
and fluorine chemicals. They have
been known to cause tumors, in-

creases in body and organ weight
and death in animals.

The Marines permitted prefectu-
ral officials onto MCAS Futenma on
July 13 to tour the treatment facility,
the prefectural spokesman said.
They were invited back Monday to
obtain samples of the treated waste-
water.

At a tank containing treated sew-
age,abase representative took sam-
ples from the bottom, middle and
top, the spokesman said. They were
mixed and split between prefectu-
ral, Japanese and U.S. military offi-
cials for testing.

The results will not be released
until all three groups complete their
testing, the spokesman said. That is

expected to take some time because
the U.S. military’s sample will be
sent to the United States for analy-
sis.

Keigo Wada, deputy mayor of Gi-
nowan city, told the city’s Assembly
Steering Committee on Tuesday
that the water stored at MCAS Fu-
tenma has a PFOS concentration
“from 300 to 650 nanograms per a li-
ter,” or 0.3t00.65 micrograms perli-
ter, which is 13 times higher at the
maximum than Japan’s safety tar-
get of 0.05 micrograms per liter, the
Okinawa Times reported Wednes-
day.

burke.matt@stripes.com
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel

Hikers find body of missing Army

lieutenant near Mount St. Helens

By KaT Bouza
Stars and Stripes

Authorities in Washington state
have discovered the body of an Ar-
my lieutenant who went missing
over the weekend on a trail near
Mount St. Helens.

Hikers found 1st Lt. Brian Yang,
25, unresponsive in the Mount
Whittier area shortly before 2 p.m.
Wednesday, according to a Face-
book post by the Cowlitz County
Sheriff’s Office.

“Mr. Yang appeared to have
fallen about two hundred feet
down a very steep embankment,”
the sheriff’s office said.

Search-and-rescue personnel at
the scene identified Yang and con-

firmed he had died, according to
the post.

The Army’s I Corps, based at
Joint Base Lewis-McChord, con-
firmed Yang’s death in a Twitter
post Wednesday evening.

“Regretfully, on July 21, 2021, at
approximately 2 p.m., following
an extensive search led by the
Cowlitz County Sheriff’s office,
1LT Brian Yang was found de-
ceased along a run route near Mt.
St. Helens,” the command said.
“Brian touched the lives of so
many and will be sorely missed.”

Yang was last seen Sunday af-
ternoon near Coldwater Trail
Head and was possibly training
for an upcoming event, according

to a previous announcement from
the sheriff’s office. The search for
Yang began after he did not come
to work Monday, his sister Sheila
Lor said in a Facebook post Tues-
day.

Lor memorialized her brother
in another social media post after
his death was announced Wednes-
day.

“The search for Brian has final-
ly come to an end, and I am deeply
saddened to say that he has passed
away,” she wrote. “We have felt so
touched by everyone who has re-
ached out to us personally and
prayed for our family.”

bouza.katrina@stripes.com

Kyopo News/AP

First lady in Tokyo for Olympics

U.S. first lady Jill Biden arrives at Yokota Air Base, Japan, on
Thursday. Biden represented the U.S. government at the Tokyo
Olympics and arrived to attend the opening ceremony of the Games

on Friday.

Senate panel adopts Gillibrand’s proposal to change criminal prosecution

CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON — The Senate
Armed Services Personnel Sub-
committee voted overwhelmingly
Tuesday to change how the mili-
tary decides to prosecute most ma-
jor crimes.

The panel rendered that decision

just before approving by voice vote
its portion of the fiscal 2022 defense
authorization bill — including au-
thority for a 2.7% pay raise for
Americansin uniform and Defense
Department civilian workers. The
panel also adopted a package of 15
uncontroversial amendments, the

details of which were not disclosed.

When the full committee mar-
kup begins Wednesday behind
closed doors, it will be the scene of a
robust debate on military justice —
not whether to change the system,
but how much.

The Personnel panel voted 5-1 to

adopt an amendment by its chair,
New York Democrat Kirsten Gilli-
brand, that would create special
prosecutors’ offices in the military
services to decide which felonies
go to courts-martial. Such deci-
sions are now made by a handful of
generals and admirals in the chain

of command. Under Gillibrand’s
amendment, the generals would
retain control only over military-
unique crimes, such as desertion.

Gillibrand’s proposal reflects
her legislation on the subject,
which has garnered 66 co-spon-
sors.
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Employee pleads guilty to mishandling documents

By WyarT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — A
31-year-old civilian employee of
U.S. Indo-Pacific Command
pleaded guilty this week in Hawaii
to mishandling classified informa-
tion while she was on temporary
duty in the Philippines.

Asia Janay Lavarello, in a plea
agreement on Tuesday, admitted
one count of “knowingly removing
classified information concerning
the national defense or foreign re-
lations of the United States and re-
taining it at an unauthorized loca-
tion” in U.S. District Court in Ha-
waii, the Department of Justice
said in a news release Tuesday.

She is free on an unsecured bail
bond, with sentencing scheduled
for Nov. 4.

The count carries a maximum
sentence of five years in prison,
three years of supervised release
and a fine of up to $250,000, the re-
lease said.

The plea agreement states that
Lavarello had also made false
statements in the course of its in-
vestigation. The Justice Depart-
ment agreed not to charge her for
that as part of the plea agreement,

according to the release.

INDOPACOM referred queries
on the case to the Justice Depart-
ment. Lavarello’s attorney did not
respond to a request for comment
by Stars and Stripes.

Lavarellobecame a Defense De-
partment employee in 2011, ac-
cordingtothe plea agreementfiled
in federal court.

In March 2018, she became ex-
ecutive assistant to the command-
er of INDOPACOM’s Joint Intelli-
gence Operations Center, for
which she had a “top secret” secu-
rity clearance, the court document
said.

The center “produces and dis-
seminatesintelligence onpolitical,
military and asymmetric threats
impacting U.S. and allied inter-
ests, and sustains air, space, land,
sea, and subsurface military oper-
ations throughout the Asia-Pacific
theater of operations,” according
to a 2017 INDOPACOM news re-
lease.

Defense Department employ-
ees holding a top secret clearance
must undergo an in-depth back-
ground clearance check and re-
ceive multiple briefings on hand-
ling, marking and transporting

vy L -
KavLEE CLARK/U.S. Indo-Pacific Command

Asia Janay Lavarello is seen at
Camp Smith, Hawaii, in 2018.

documents.

The U.S. government classifies
information “secret” if its disclo-
sure could cause “serious dam-
age” tonational security. Informa-
tion is classified “top secret” if its
disclosure could cause “excep-
tionally grave damage.”

In January 2020, Lavarello was
given a six-month temporary as-
signment in Manila, where she
worked with the Philippines’
armed forces at Camp Aguinaldo
and also out of U.S. Embassy Ma-
nila, the plea agreement said.

At the same time, she was work-
ing on her thesis as a student at Na-

tional Intelligence University,
court documents said.

She had access to the embassy’s
classified computers and the stor-
age area for classified documents,
called asecure compartmented in-
formation facility. She also attend-
ed weekly classified meetings at
the embassy.

On March 20, 2020, Lavarello
hosted a dinner party in her hotel
room, attended by three Ameri-
cans with whom she worked at the
embassy, as well as two foreign na-
tionals, according the plea agree-
ment.

“During the dinner party, one of
the American guests discovered a
stack of documents in the defend-
ant’s bedroom with U.S. Govern-
ment ... classified markings on
them, including documents classi-
fied at the “SECRET” level,” the
plea agreement said.

When confronted by the dinner
guest, Lavarello said that she had
them for use in her university the-
sis, the plea agreement said.

She did not return the docu-
mentstotheir properly secured ar-
eainthe following days, and in late
March her temporary duty was
terminated due to the mishandling

of the documents, the plea agree-
ment said.

Lavarello compounded the mis-
handling by maintaining a hand-
written notebook with classified
information gleaned from the mis-
handled documents, the plea
agreement said.

Agents with the Naval Criminal
Investigative Service retrieved
and copied the notebook during a
covert search of Lavarello’s work
desk in June 2020, the plea agree-
ment said.

During an interview with FBI
and NCIS agentsin January, Lava-
rello lied about possessing classi-
fied information after returning
from the Philippines, the plea
agreement said.

“Asia Janay Lavarello failed in
her duty when she removed classi-
fied documents from the U.S. Em-
bassy Manila,” Steven Merrill, the
FBI special agent in charge of the
investigation, said inthe DOJ news
release. “Government employees
are entrusted with a responsibility
to ensure classified information is
properly handled and secured.”

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
Twitter: @WyattWOlIson
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Joint Chiefs head
defends military
as ‘apolitical’

By DAN LAMOTHE
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon’s top officials on Wednesday
defended the military’s tradition
of staying out of elections, after a
new book reported that Gen.
Mark Milley, the chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, feared for-
mer President Donald Trump
would attempt a coup.

Milley repeatedly declined to
confirm whether the comments
attributed to him in the book “I
Alone Can Fix It: Donald J.
Trump’s  Catastrophic  Final
Year,” are accurate, but said he
and other senior officers upheld
their constitutional obligations
throughout the chaotic presiden-
tial transition.

“The military did not, and will
not, and should not ever get in-
volved in domestic politics,” Mil-
ley said, speaking at a Pentagon
news conference. “We don’t arbi-
trate elections. That’s the job of
the judiciary and the legislature
and the American people. It is not
the job of the U.S. military. We
stayed out of politics. We’re an
apolitical institution.”

In the book, Milley compares
Trump’s frequent unfounded
claims of widespread election
fraud to behavior by Nazi leader
Adolf Hitler, who insisted he was
both a victim and savior.

“This is a Reichstag moment,”
Milley told aides, according to the
book by Washington Post report-
ers Philip Rucker and Carol D.
Leonnig. “The gospel of the Fiihr-
er.”

Another new book, “Frankly,
We Did Win This Election: The
Inside Story of How Trump Lost,”
describes Milley and Trump
clashing over whether to use the
military to quash racial-justice
protests across the country. Mil-
ley sought to stay close with
Trump through the final months
of his presidency out of concern
that he might invoke the Insur-
rection Act and deploy active-du-
ty troops on America’s streets, ac-
cording to the book by Wall Street
Journal reporter Michael Bender.

Milley declined to address
those accounts Wednesday, but
said he and the military’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff provided their best
military advice to Trump, and
have continued to do so with
President Joe Biden. They take
an oath to the Constitution, not
any individual, Milley said, re-
peating comments he has made
before.

“Not one time did we violate

“The military did
not, and will not,
and should not
ever get involved
in domestic
politics.”

Gen. Mark Milley
Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman

that,” Milley said. “The entire
time, from time of commissioning
to today, I can say with certainty
that every one of us maintained
our oath of allegiance to that doc-
ument, the Constitution, and ev-
erything that’s contained within
it.”

Milley added that senior mili-
tary leaders maintained “the tra-
dition of civilian control of the
military,” and “we did that with-
out fail” while remaining apolit-
ical.

“We did that then, we do that
now, and we’ll do that forever,”
Milley said.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus-
tin, the retired Army general
whom Biden selected to run the
Pentagon, defended Milley, say-
ing he has full faith and confi-
dence in him.

“I’'m not guessing at his charac-
ter,” Austin said, noting that they
had served together in combat.
“He doesn’t have a political bone
in his body.”

Milley has come under attack
by Trump, who issued a state-
ment last week denying he spoke
to anyone about a coup.

“So ridiculous!” Trump’s state-
ment said. “Sorry to inform you,
but an Election is my form of
‘coup,’” and if I was going to do a
coup, one of the last people I
would want to do it with is Gener-
al Mark Milley.”

Trump said he lost respect for
Milley after the general “choked
like a dog” by apologizing in June
2020 for appearing in his battle
fatigues alongside Trump outside
the White House moments after
the area was forcibly cleared of
protesters by federal forces.

Milley later acknowledged that
he should not have been there,
saying last year that his presence
with the president “in that mo-
ment, and in that environment,
created the perception of the mil-
itary involved in domestic poli-
tics.”

MATTHEW SHELLY

Water came through the back door of Air Force Capt. Matthew Shelly’s house in Brecht, Germany, and
rose to about a foot in the living room.

Trapped: Many feel loss after flooding

FROM PAGE 1

about four times over the last year
in the village of Brecht, about 30
minutes west of the base.

“There’s a bush in our back-
yard,” he said. “The water has
never made it close.”

He told his wife, “If it doesn’t
make it there, we’re fine.”

This time, the water passed the
bush and engulfed a shed.

And the water kept coming.

Matthew Shelly encouraged his
wife to stay calm while trying to
reach his co-workers at the 52
Operations Support Squadron to
see who could rescue his family.

But the roads were impassable.
Water rushed down the street so
fast that Brie Shelly told her hus-
band she wasn’t comfortable try-
ing to leave with the two boys in
the couple’s Jeep Wrangler.

In the early morning hours of
July 15, with power out at the
house, she told her husband she
was going to turn off her phone to
conserve the battery and go to
sleep. It was still raining.

“If it gets worse, I don’t know
what to do,” Matthew Shelly re-
called thinking at the time.

The water never reached the
second floor, where the family
hunkered down with snacks and
bottled water. Around noon the
next day, when the water had re-
ceded enough, airmen from Shel-
ly’s flight retrieved the family and
booked them a room on base. Mat-
thew Shelly, meanwhile, boarded
the first flight back to Germany.

The Shellys hope to move back
into their home. Their landlord,
who built the house, is doing ex-
tensive repairs that could take six
weeks or more. The Air Force is
footing their bill in base lodging

Heavy rain forecast to
hit German flood regions

Associated Press

BONN, Germany — German
regions hit by deadly floods
last week could see more
heavy rain this weekend, the
country’s national weather
service said Thursday.

The DWD weather service
said localized storms were
likely from midday Saturday,
expanding to large parts of
Rhineland-Palatinate state lat-
er in the day.

Officials said Thursday that
the death toll from last week’s
floods in the western state had

for now, Matthew Shelly said.

The expense is covered for 30
days, he was told. Whether that
will be extended if needed still has
to be worked out, he said.

The family’s renter’s insurance
should cover some $17,000 in per-
sonal property destroyed by the
flood, including tools, furniture,
holiday decorations and chil-
dren’s items.

Base officials said they’re not
tracking the dollar amount of how
much airmen lost in the floods.
But for some it was substantial.

A staff sergeant in the 52 Secu-
rity Forces Squadron lost nearly
everything after his one-story
apartment was flooded with 4 to 5
feet of water, said Master Sgt.
Casey Vargo, the unit’s first ser-
geant.

“The only thing he was able to
save was some clothes, a few uni-

risen to 128.

Across Germany, 177 people
have been confirmed dead,
and 31 deaths were reported
from neighboring Belgium,
taking the total flood deaths to
208.

Authorities have built a huge
camp for rescue workers at the
Nuerburgring race track.

More than 4,500 civil de-
fense workers, firefighters and
soldiers have been deployed to
help with cleanup efforts in the
badly affected Ahr valley re-
gion of Rhineland-Palatinate.

forms,” Vargo said.

Another staff sergeant in the
squadron, living in Wittlich, “lost
her car and her whole basement
storage area,” Vargo said.

The base’s First Sergeant’s
Council is assisting those affected
by damage through donations
from members around the instal-
lation, housing officials have said.

The Shellys count themselves
lucky. They lost “nothing that was
of critical value to our lives,” Mat-
thew Shelly said.

A house four doors down from
the family was destroyed when a
large tree burst through with the
rushing water, he said.

“Their roof is in our backyard.
They had to be rescued by a hel-
icopter,” he said.

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @stripesktown
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Peace: Soldier has made mental health a top priority since Rio Olympics

FROM PAGE 1
lete laughed as she recalled think-
ing, “I could do anything, right?”

She became the Army’s first Pa-
ralympic swimmer, the service
said. Marks said she considers
herself a soldier first, then an ath-
lete.

Marks said participating in
adaptive sports that are modified
to allow athletes with disabilities
to participate has led her to a new
calling. She can no longer care for
wounded soldiers on the battle-
field, but being a world-class
adaptive sports athlete has shown
her another way to help fellow sol-
diers.

“The biggest gift that [it] has
given me ... is the ability to help
other people who are ill, sick, in-
jured or wounded in the military
to find a different outlet and to
share the healing power of adap-
tive sports,” said Marks, who now
mentors other troops.

The 30-year-old from Prescott
Valley, Ariz., is one of 17 soldiers
who are traveling to Japan to com-
pete in the Olympics. Twelve of
them are part of the Army’s World
Class Athlete Program, a unit that
allows participants to fulfill their
military responsibilities while
training with the goal to qualify for
the Olympics and Paralympics.

The program includes active-
duty, National Guard and Reserve
troops who train for the Olympics
or Paralympics who have just
started in a sport or who have been
training for many years.

“We currently have soldiers
that participate in 17 different
sports. They’re located in six dif-
ferent areas around the U.S. Our
No. 1 goalis toplace soldiers on the
national team so they can train
with the national team,” WCAP
Program Director Willie Wilson
said this month.

Soldiers also must stay up-to-
date with Army requirements, at-
tend military schools, hold clinics,
speak to high school and college
audiences, talk with athletic
teams and support Army recruit-
ing efforts.

Marks is the Army’s only ath-
lete in the Paralympics, which be-
gin Saturday. Three coaches in the
Army will also be in Tokyo for the
games, which start Friday.

Other soldiers will compete in a
range of events including shoot-
ing, boxing, para-shooting, mod-
ern pentathlon, wrestling, steeple-
chase, shooting skeet, air rifle,
smallbore rifle, pole vaulting, and
track and field.

Marks was inspired at 17 to en-
list in the Army during her time at
the Arizona Project Challenge, an
academy for at-risk youth run by
the National Guard.

“I didn’t have a lot of structure
in my life and I didn’t have very
clear goals for my future but going
through [the] Arizona Project
Challenge really saved my life and
changed the trajectory of my
whole life,” she said.

NATHANIEL GARCIA/U.S. Army

Army Sgt. 1st Class Elizabeth
Marks won a gold medal and set
a world record in the 100-meter
breaststroke at the 2016
Paralympic Games in Rio de
Janeiro. She also won a bronze
medal in the 4x100 mediley.

The six-month program, run by
service members and veterans,
provides a military-based educa-
tion for students who have drop-
ped out of high school, according
to a LinkedIn description.

Her father, a Marine Corps vet-
eran who served in the Vietnam
War, and his lifetime of work at a
Department of Veterans Affairs
hospital in maintenance also
made her admire the military.

But even after becoming in-
jured, her fellow service members
inspired her to stay in the service.

“I was obsessed with wanting to
be the best medic, and when any-
one is in that situation where
they’re injured, the rug gets pulled
from under you and all I really had
to hold on to is how much Ilove the
people that I served with,” she
said.

Highly motivated to prove she
was fit but unable to run, Marks
tried competitively swimming for
the first time at the Jimmy
Brought Fitness Center at Fort
Sam Houston in San Antonio.

That’s where she met people
who were training for the Warrior
Games, a Defense Department-
run annual event where wounded,
ill and injured active-duty service
members and veterans compete
in a range of events. She began
practicing with them, and eventu-
ally fell in love with the sport.

“Swimming just became a place
of peace for me. It was the one
place where I got to create my own
pain, and push my own body and
not just have to exist in that pain,”
Marks said.

In 2012, two years after her in-
jury, Marks was found fit for duty
for Army service and still serves
as a combat medic today. She was
awarded a spot in the WCAP on
the same day. Despite an illness
causing her lung capacity to be re-
duced and the mobility in her legs
to decrease that year, she contin-
ued to compete on a national level,
according to the International Pa-
ralympic Committee.

Marks was also hospitalized in
2014 shortly after arriving in the
United Kingdom for a competi-
tion. Fluid filled her lungs and she
was unable to breathe. She was
placed in a medically induced co-
ma for one month at the UK.s
Papworth Hospital, according to a
2016 ESPN profile.

She was back in the pool nearly
amonth later, despite lingering ef-
fects from her lung disease, which
was never identified, according to
ESPN.

Since then, she has won four
gold medals at the 2016 Invictus
Games, an international sporting
event for wounded, injured and
sick service members, where she
asked Prince Harry to present one
of her medals to the doctors and
nurses at Papworth Hospital who
saved her life two years earlier.

Marks also won a gold medal in
the 100-meter breaststroke and
set aworld record for the race. She
also won a bronze medal in the
4x100 medley at the 2016 Para-
lympic Games in Rio de Janeiro.

Marks said she does not define
success in terms of how many ac-
colades she has. Instead, she said
success is measured by, “How did
this make you feel? What did it
give you? What did it give your
life?”

She called it “incredibly cathar-
tic” to refocus her energy into
something besides herself. And
she feels grateful that’s been
something she can help teach oth-
ers.

As a member of the WCAP unit
and an Army combat medic,
Marks has certain training re-
quirements that she fulfills on an
annual basis.

She also does community ou-

treach and works regularly with
soldiers at Fort Carson, Colo., who
are sick or injured and healing for
areturn to the force or civilian life.

“The Army has been very sup-
portive of me mentoring other ill,
sick, injured and wounded, not
justinmy respective branch butin
other branches of the military as
well ... that’s what gets me up ev-
ery day,” Marks said.

At the same time, she said she
still has much to learn.

“Oftentimes, I don’t see myself
as a swimmer and I’'m around all
these phenomenal athletes and
I’'m always impressed even when
they’re younger than me at how
great and professional they are
and how much they know and how
much I don’t know. I definitely
feel more confident as a soldier,”
she said.

At the Rio Games, Marks said
she felt like she was “out of her
element” and “overwhelmed.”
One of the most challenging as-
pects, beyond the “culture shock,”
was feeling like she did not belong
there.

She said the experience was dif-
ficult, but important, because it
forced her to think about why she
swims and why she wants to con-
tinue.

The reason always comes back
to “my brothers and sisters in the
military,” Marks said.

“Little things that we do for
each other in the military to sup-
port each other and to take care of
each other. That’s what I carry
with me and there’s so many peo-
ple who will never know how
much they’ve meant to me be-
cause they’re no longer here,” she
said.

Physically, Marks always car-

ries her father’s dog tags in her
pocket at competitions and the
“memorial” tattoos that cover her
right leg also represent her time in
service. She also has a polar bear
tattoo on her big toe.

“It’s just like a goofy ugly tattoo.
So, every time I look down on the
block, the last thing I see is some-
thing that just makes me giggle.
That’s [for] my husband,” she
said.

Since the Rio Games, mental
health has also been a focus for
Marks, especially during the coro-
navirus pandemic, which caused
all training to come to a halt.

“I had a lot of demons for a long
time that I didn’t pay the appropri-
ate amount of time to and I did
overcommit and try to achieve
maybe to avoid it,” she said.

While training was on pause,
Marks said coaches helped devel-
op programs to do at home to keep
athletes in shape, and sometimes
she even lifted weights in the
parking lot where she is stationed
in Colorado Springs, Colo.

Marks said she has full confi-
dence in the organizers of the
Olympics that they will keep ath-
letes safe, despite concerns over
the virus.

In August, the swimmer will
compete in the S0-meter freestyle,
S0-meter butterfly, the 100-meter
backstroke, and the 200-meter in-
dividual medley, in which swim-
mers compete in all four strokes.

For those who are interested in
adaptive sports, Marks said, “Just
try it.”

“See if you like it. Why not?
What do you have to lose?”

cammarata.sarah@stripes.com
@sarahjcamm
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South Korea's case count hits all-time high

By Davip CHot
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea— South Korea surpassed its
record of daily coronavirus cases
Thursday after accounting for hun-
dreds of infections from an out-
break aboard a navy destroyer.

The Korea Disease Control and
Prevention Agency reported 1,842
new patients, the highest daily up-
tick since the pandemic began in
January 2020. That’s up from 1,784
infections Wednesday and 1,600 in-

fections a week earlier.

Seoul, which continued to record
higher numbers than any other city
in the country, reported 499 new
cases, down from 604 on Wednes-
day.

The latest tally includes more
than 250 infected crew members
from the South Korean destroyer
Munmu the Great. The warship,
which was patrolling the Gulf of
Aden off East Africa, had its mis-
sion cut short after over 80% of its
unvaccinated crew was infected.

The crew members were airlifted
back to South Korea on Tuesday
and placed in quarantine.

South Korean Defense Minister
Suh Wook apologized for the inci-
dent and said he would launch an
investigation.

South Korea has reported
184,103 infections during the pan-
demic. More than 13% of South Ko-
reans are fully inoculated and at
least 32% of the population has re-
ceived a first dose, according to the
KDCA.

In light of the surge, a senior U.S.
Forces Korea medical officer ap-
peared to anticipate an increase in
the number of infections in the
command’s community.

“If COVID starts circulating
around the peninsula, it’s going to
affect us as well,” Dr. Douglas Lou-
gee, an Army colonel and the USFK
command surgeon, said on Ameri-
can Forces Network Pacific radio
Wednesday.

Sixnew cases between July 4 and
July 18 were reported by USFK on

Thursday. All area recent arrivals
tothe country are placed in quaran-
tine.

Over 80% of USFK service mem-
bers and civilians are vaccinated,
according to the command. There
are roughly 28,500 U.S. troops sta-
tioned in South Korea, the majority
of which are based at Camp Hum-
phreys, 40 miles south of Seoul.

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong Chang
contributed to this report.
choi.david@stripes.com

Twitter: @choibboy

Tokyo’s COVID-19
numbers climb higher

By JoserPH D1TZLER, MARI
Hica aND HANA KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — Japan’s capital city
recorded a third consecutive day
of more than 1,000 new COVID-19
cases Thursday, the day before
the Olympic Games’ opening cer-
emonies.

The Tokyo Metropolitan Gov-
ernment said another 1,979 people
had tested positive for the corona-
virus respiratory disease, the
highest one-day count since 2,044
on Jan. 15, according to public
broadcaster NHK and metro gov-
ernment data. The seven-day
moving average is nearly 1,300
new patients daily.

On Okinawa, prefectural Gov.
Denny Tamaki, citing a rising
number of new coronavirus cases,
on Tuesday declared an “inten-
sive restraint period” starting
Thursday until July 31. The pre-
fecture, like Tokyo, is under a
state of emergency until Aug. 22.

A new wave of coronavirus has
swept the island, from 34 new in-
fections on July 4 to 169 on
Wednesday, according to the pre-
fecture’s COVID-19 tracking web-
site.

“There is no way to deny that
Okinawa is in the fifth wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic,” Tamaki
said at a Tuesday press confer-

ence. “Today we confirmed 154
new cases and it is the first time in
34 days, since the 14th of June,
that we confirmed more than 100
cases a day.”

Tamaki imposed stricter mea-
sures than imposed in Tokyo and
in Kanagawa prefecture, Tokyo’s
neighbor on its southern border.
Kanagawa Gov. Yuji Kuroiwa on
Wednesday declared a state of
emergency in the cities of Yokoha-
ma, Kawasaki, Sagamihara and
Atsugi effective until Aug. 22.

Okinawa is home to the greatest
concentration of U.S. troops and
their families in Japan. On Thurs-
day, the Marine Corps reported
four new patients at four of its
camps there.

One person each at Camps Han-
sen, Foster and Courtney and Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Futenma
had tested positive, according to a
Facebook post Thursday by Ma-
rine Corps Installations Pacific.

Kadena Air Base on Okinawa in
June and July experienced a
bump in case numbers, tallying 39
in June and 43, so far, this month.

A statement from Tamaki’s of-
fice Wednesday outlined further
measures, including a request to
island residents to stay home and
refrain from unnecessary travel,
and calling on vacationers and
other visitors to postpone their

DANIEL BETANCOURT/Stars and Stripes

Japan has counted more than 853,000 COVID-19 cases during the pandemic and more than 15,000
deaths. About 29.4 million people, or 23.3% of its population, are fully vaccinated.

plans or “stay healthy for two
weeks before coming to OKkina-
wa.”

Prefectural facilities will close
until July 31, he said, including
Churaumi Aquarium, Shurijo
Castle Park and Kaihin Park. Pub-
lic libraries and museums may al-
so close.

The prefecture is also stepping

up enforcement of restrictions on
restaurants, bars and clubs, send-
ing “night patrols” to check on
those who disregard government
requests to limit their business
hours.

The government gave first no-
tice to 287 businesses, ordered an-
other 134 to comply with the re-
strictions, fining 29 of the latter for

violating the Special Measures
Law, according to Tamaki. The
law, passed by the national Diet in
February, gives government au-
thorities power to enforce corona-
virus measures that were previ-
ously voluntary.

higa.mari@stripes.com
Twitter: @MariHiga21

Merkel says German rise in infections is worrying, urges vaccination

Associated Press

BERLIN — Chancellor Angela
Merkel said Thursday that new
coronavirus infections in Germany
are once again rising at a worrying
pace. She appealed to reluctant ci-
tizens to get vaccinated and urged
compatriots to be more enthusias-
tic about the jabs to help persuade
others.

Germany’s infection rate re-
mains very low compared with
some other European countries.
But it has been rising steadily since
it bottomed out at 4.9 new weekly
cases per 100,000 residents on July

6. The rise is being fueled by the
more contagious delta variant,
which is now dominant. On Thurs-
day, the infection rate stood at 12.2.

The figures are rising with “wor-
rying momentum,” Merkel told re-
porters in Berlin. “We have expo-
nential growth.”

She appealed to Germans to
stick to distancing and mask-wear-
ing rules, but said that “we all know
the key to overcoming the pandem-
ic, the only way, is vaccination.”

That, she said, would allow the
country to deal with higher case
numbers in the “looming fourth

wave” of infections without over-
loading the health system.

Slightly over 60% of the German
population had received a first
dose of vaccine by Thursday, while
48% were fully vaccinated. But the
pace of vaccination has slowed in
recent weeks even as new cases
rise.

“We all want our normality
back,” Merkel said. “But we won’t
get this normality back alone — on-
ly as a community. And for this, we
need significantly more vaccine
protection.”

Every shot is “one small step” to-

ward bringing life back to normal
for everyone and contributes to
protecting loved ones, she said,
adding: “My request to all those
who are already convinced of vac-
cination is, please try to help con-
vince others.”

The German government and
many of its counterparts in the 27-
nation European Union faced
sharp criticism in the first months
of this year when the EU’s vaccina-
tion drive got off to a slower start
than those in the U.K., the United
States and Israel. It has since made
up much of the difference.

But Merkel made clear Thurs-
day that she considers the Europe-
an approach vindicated, saying
that it was “absolutely right” to or-
der vaccines via the EU rather
than Germany going ahead alone,
and to allow significant European
vaccine exports to the rest of the
world.

“That distinguishes us and we
can be proud of it,” she said. “And
if we see that, because of that, we
are perhaps one or two months lat-
er than many other countries that
gave away nothing at all, then I
think this was all very good.”
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Biden: Getting vaccine glgantlcally

In 2 weeks, rolling average of new
Infections rises from 13K to 37K

Associated Press

CINCINNATI — President Joe
Biden expressed pointed frustra-
tion over the slowing COVID-19
vaccination rate in the United
States and pleaded that it’s “gigan-
tically important” for Americans
to step up and get inoculated
against the virus as it surges once
again.

Biden, speaking Wednesday
night at a televised town hall in
Cincinnati, said the public health
crisis has turned largely into a
plight of the unvaccinated as the
spread of the delta variant has led
to a surge in infections around the
country.

“We have a pandemic for those
who haven’t gotten the vaccination
— it’s that basic, that simple,” he
said on the CNN town hall.

The president also expressed
optimism that children under 12
will be approved for vaccination in
the coming months. But he dis-
played exasperation that so many

eligible Americans are still reluc-
tant to get a shot.

“If you’re vaccinated, you’re not
going to be hospitalized, you’re not
goingtobeinthe IC unitand you’re
not going to die,” Biden said at the
forum at Mount St. Joseph Univer-
sity. “Soit’s gigantically important
that ... we all act like Americans
who care about our fellow Ameri-
cans.”

U.S. hospitalizations and deaths
are nearly all among the unvacci-
nated. But COVID-19 cases nearly
tripled in the U.S. over two weeks
amid an onslaught of vaccine mis-
information thatis straining hospi-
tals, exhausting doctors and push-
ing clergy into the fray.

Across the U.S., the seven-day
rolling average for daily new cases
rose over the past two weeks to
more than 37,000 on Tuesday, up
from less than 13,700 on July 6, ac-
cording to data from Johns Hop-
kins University. Just 56.2% of
Americans have gotten atleast one

important’

ANDREW HARNIK/AP

President Joe Biden speaks to reporters before boarding Air Force One at Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
International Airport in Hebron, Ky., late Wednesday after speaking at a CNN town hall in Cincinnati.

dose of the vaccine, according to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

The Democratic president
noted that the rise has become so
concerningthatevenhiscriticsare
pushing back against vaccine dis-
information.

Biden made an indirect refer-

ence to high-profile conservative
personalities at Fox News Channel
who have “had an altar call” and
are now more openly speaking to
their skeptical guests about the
benefits of getting vaccinated.
Sean Hannity recently told view-
ers, “Ibelievein the science of vac-
cination” and urged them to take

the disease seriously. Steve Doocy,
who co-hosts “Fox & Friends,” this
week told viewers the vaccination
“will save your life.”

Before boarding Air Force One
toreturnto Washington, Biden told
reporters he was “glad they had
the courage to say what they’ve
said.”

US jobless claims rise to 419K from a pandemic low

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The number
of Americans seeking unemploy-
ment benefits rose last week from
the lowest point of the pandemic,
even as the job market appears tobe
rebounding on the strength of a reo-
pened economy.

The Labor Department said
Thursday that jobless claims in-
creased last week to 419,000 from
368,000 the previous week. The
weekly number of first-time appli-

cations for benefits, which general-
ly tracks layoffs, has fallen steadily
since topping 900,000 in early Janu-
ary.

Americans are shopping, travel-
ing and eating out more as the pan-
demic has waned, boosting the
economy and forcing businesses to
scramble for more workers. Com-
panies have posted the highest
number of available jobs in the two
decades that the data has been
tracked. Hiring has picked up,

though businesses say they often
can’t find enough employees at the
wages they’re willing to pay.

At the same time, analysts are be-
coming concerned about the poten-
tial economic consequences of an
uptick in confirmed viral infections
as the highly contagious delta varia-
nt spreads, especially among the
unvaccinated. The seven-day roll-
ing U.S. average for daily new cases
accelerated over the past two weeks
to more than 37,000 as of Tuesday,

from fewer than 13,700, according
to data from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity.

Complaints by companies that
they can’tfind enough workers have
led 22 states to prematurely end a
$300-a-week federal unemploy-
ment benefit, which comes on top of
state jobless aid. Twenty states have
ended their participation in two oth-
er federal programs — one of which
provides benefits to the self-em-
ployed and gig workers, and anoth-

erthat serves people who have been
out of work for six months or longer.

The U.S. economy is also thought
tohave expanded briskly during the
April-June quarter as Americans,
flush with cash from stimulus
checks and from stock market and
home equity, stepped up their
spending. Purchases at retail stores
and restaurants rose in June, the
government said last week. Retail
sales are roughly 20% above pre-
pandemic levels.

China rebuffs WHO’s terms for further COVID-19 origins study

Associated Press

BEIJING — China cannot ac-
cept the World Health Organiza-
tion’s plan for the second phase of
a study into the origins of CO-
VID-19, a senior Chinese health
official said Thursday.

Zeng Yixin, the vice minister of
the National Health Commission,
said he was “rather taken aback”
that the plan includes further in-
vestigation of the theory that the

virus might have leaked from a
Chinese lab.

He dismissed the lab leak idea
as a rumor that runs counter to
common sense and science.

“Itis impossible for us to accept
such an origin-tracing plan,” he
said at a news conference called to
address the COVID-19 origins is-
sue.

The search for where the virus
came from has become a diplo-

matic issue that has fueled China’s
deteriorating relations with the
United States and many American
allies. The U.S. and others say that
China has not been transparent
about what happened in the early
days of the pandemic. China ac-
cuses critics of seeking to blame it
for the pandemic and politicizing
an issue that should be left to sci-
entists.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,

the director-general of WHO, ac-
knowledged last week that there
had been a “premature push” af-
ter the first phase of the study to
rule out the theory that the virus
might have escaped from a Chi-
nese government lab in Wuhan,
the city where the disease was
first detected in late 2019.

Most experts don’t think a lab
leak is the likely cause. The ques-
tion is whether the possibility is so

remote that it should be dropped,
or whether it merits further study.

Zeng said the Wuhan lab has no
virus that can directly infect hu-
mans and noted that the WHO
team concluded that alab leak was
highly unlikely. He added that
speculation that staff and gradu-
ate students at the lab had been in-
fected and might have started the
spread of the virus in the city was
untrue.
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Infrastructure bill fails 1st vote; Senate to try again

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Senate Re-
publicans rejected an effort to be-
gin debate on the big infrastruc-
ture deal that a bipartisan group of
senators brokered with President
Joe Biden, but pressure was
mounting as supporters insisted
they just needed more time before
another vote possibly next week.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, D-N.Y., had scheduled
the procedural vote Wednesday to
nudge along negotiations that
have dragged for weeks. But Re-
publicans mounted a filibuster,

saying the bipartisan group still
had a few unresolved issues and
needed to review the final details.
They sought a delay until Monday.

“We have made significant pro-
gress and are close to a final
agreement,” the bipartisan group
of senators, 11 Republicans and 11
Democrats, said in a joint state-
ment after the vote. The senators
said they were optimistic they
could finish up “in the coming
days.”

The nearly $1 trillion measure
over five years includes about
$579 billion in new spending on

roads, broadband and other public
works projects — a first phase of
Biden’s infrastructure agenda, to
be followed by a much broader
$3.5 trillion measure from Demo-
crats next month.

Biden’s top priority is at a crit-
ical juncture, posing a test of his
ability to forge bipartisan cooper-
ation in Washington and make in-
vestments the White House views
as crucial to the nation’s ability to
pull out of the COVID-19 crisis and
spur economic growth.

The president traveled to Ohio
later Wednesday to promote his

economic policies, and was calling
his infrastructure agenda a “blue-
collar blueprint for building an
American economy back.” He has
said that Americans overwhelm-
ingly support his plan.

In a CNN town hall, Biden also
talked up the benefits of the bipar-
tisan framework, saying, “It’s a
good thing and I think we’re going
to get it done.” He also made pass-
ing reference to the dangerously
outdated Brent Spence Bridge
across the Ohio River, saying
they’ll “fix that damn bridge of
yours.”

At another point, Biden was
asked by a union electrician if it
was possible to bring Congress to-
gether to pass an infrastructure
bill that would help the region re-
place the bridge.

“The answer is, absolutely, pos-
itively, yes,” the president said.

The party-line vote blocked the
bill from advancing, 51-49, and fell
far short of the 60 votes required
under Senate rules. Schumer
switched his vote to “no” at the
end, a procedural step that would
allow him to move to quickly re-
consider.

Pelosi bars 2 Trump allies from Jan. 6 probe; GOP vows boycott

Associated Press

WASHINGTON House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi rejected
two Republicans tapped by House
GOP leader Kevin McCarthy to sit
on a committee investigating the
Jan. 6 Capitol insurrection, a deci-
sion the Republican denounced as
“an egregious abuse of power.”

McCarthy said the GOP won’t
participate in the investigation if
Democrats won’t accept the mem-
bers he appointed.

Pelosi cited the “integrity” of
the probe in refusing Wednesday

to accept the appointments of In-
diana Rep. Jim Banks, picked by
McCarthy to be the top Republi-
can on the panel, or Ohio Rep. Jim
Jordan. The two men are outspo-
ken allies of former President Do-
nald Trump, whose supporters
laid siege to the Capitol that day
and interrupted the certification
of President Joe Biden’s win. Both
of them voted to overturn the elec-
tion results in the hours after the
siege.

Democrats have said the inves-
tigation will go on whether the Re-

publicans participate or not, as
Pelosi has already appointed eight
of the 13 members — including
Republican Rep. Liz Cheney, of
Wyoming, a Trump critic — and
that gives them a bipartisan quo-
rum to proceed, according to com-
mittee rules.

Pelosi said she had spoken with
McCarthy and told him that she
would reject the two names.

“With respect for the integrity
of the investigation, with an insist-
ence on the truth and with concern
about statements made and ac-

tions taken by these members, I
must reject the recommendations
of Representatives Banks and Jor-
dan to the Select Committee,” Pe-
losi said in a statement.

Pelosi has the authority to ap-
prove or reject members, per
committee rules, though she ac-
knowledged her move was unusu-
al. She said “the unprecedented
nature of January 6th demands
this unprecedented decision.”

McCarthy said Pelosi’s move
will damage the institution of Con-
gress.

“Unless Speaker Pelosi re-
verses course and seats all five
Republican nominees, Republi-
cans will not be party to their
sham process and will instead
pursue our own investigation of
the facts,” McCarthy said.

It is unclear how McCarthy
would lead a separate investiga-
tion, as the minority does not have
the power to set up committees.
He said the panel has lost “all le-
gitimacy” because Pelosi
wouldn’t allow the Republicans to
name their own members.
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California
blaze now
in Nevada

Associated Press

GARDNERVILLE, Nev. — A
Northern California wildfire crossed
into Nevada, prompting new evacua-
tions, but better weather has been
helping crews battling the nation’s
largest blaze in southern Oregon.

The Tamarack Fire south of Lake
Tahoe had burned more than 68
square miles of timber and head-
high chaparral in national forest
land. It erupted on July 4 and was one
of nearly two dozen blazes sparked
by lightning strikes.

More than 1,200 firefighters were
battling the Alpine County blaze,
which has destroyed at least 10 build-
ings, forced evacuations in several
communities and had closed parts of
U.S. 39S in Nevada and California.
Fire officials expected active or ex-
treme fire behavior on Thursday,
which could see 14-mph winds and
temperatures approaching 90 de-
grees.

A request for voluntary evacua-

tions was also issued for portions of
Douglas County, Nev. An evacuation
center was set up at a community
center in Gardnerville, Nev.

Evacuee Morgana-Le-Fae Veatch
said she already had boxed up most
of her belongings because she is
starting community college next
week but her parents lost their house
in a 1987 blaze.

“So this has been really, really
stressing to them,” she said.

Meanwhile, Oregon on Wednes-
day banned all campfires on state-
managed lands and in state camp-
grounds east of Interstate 5, the ma-

NATHAN HOowARD/AP

A firetruck responding to the Bootleg Fire is driven past a
hand-painted sign thanking firefighters on Wednesday in Bly, Ore.

jor highway that is commonly con-
sidered the dividing line between the
wet western part of the state and the
dry eastern half.

The nation’s largest wildfire, Ore-
gon’s Bootleg Fire, grew to 618
square miles — just over half the size
of Rhode Island.

However, authorities said lower
winds and temperatures allowed
crews to improve fire lines. The fire
also was approaching an area
burned by a previous fire on its ac-
tive southeastern flank, raising
hopes that lack of fuel could reduce
its spread.

Weinstein pleads not guilty
in California assault cases

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Harvey
Weinstein pleaded not guilty in a
Los Angeles courtroom Wednes-
day to four counts of rape and sev-
en other sexual assault counts.

Sheriff’s deputies brought the
69-year-old convicted rapist into
court in a wheelchair. He was
wearing a brown jail jumpsuit and
face mask. Attorney Mark Werk-
sman entered the plea for the dis-
graced movie mogul a day after
Weinstein was extradited to Cali-
fornia from New York, where he
was serving a 23-year prison term.

Weinstein spoke only to say
“thank you” to Judge Sergio Tapia,
who wished him good luck as the
hearing ended.

Henowawaitsasecondtrialona
second coast, and the possibility of
another lengthy sentence.

Weinstein’s indictment involves
five women in incidents spanning
from 2004 to 2013. Most are said to
have taken place in the hotels in
Beverly Hills and Los Angeles that
the New York-based Weinstein
would make his headquarters for
Hollywood business. Some took
place during Oscars week, when
his films were perennial conten-

ders before the #MeToo move-
ment brought him down.

He pleaded not guilty to four
counts of rape, four counts of forci-
ble oral copulation, two counts of
sexual battery by restraint and one
count of sexual penetration by use
of force, charges that together
couldbring asentenceof140years.

Werksman told the judge that he
was filing documents requesting
the dismissal of three of the counts,
saying they were beyond the statu-
te of limitations.

“They’re baseless, they’re from
long, long ago, they’re uncorrobo-
rated,” Werksman said of the
charges after the hearing. “We are
confident that if we have a fair trial
he will be acquitted.”

The women were not identified
in the indictment.

Attorney Gloria Allred, whorep-
resents two of them, said the age of
the incidents was not a factor in
their truth.

“Allegations of sexual assault
and rape do take a long time to re-
port, so the idea that they may not
have disclosed to a law enforce-
ment officer for many years does
not mean that those are not credi-
ble,” Allred said.
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Garland launches strike forces to
address gun trafficking, violence

By MicHAEL BALsAMO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Justice
Department is launching an effort
in five cities in the United States to
reduce spiking gun violence by ad-
dressing illegal trafficking and
prosecuting offenses that help put
guns in the hands of criminals.

Attorney General Merrick Gar-
land will launch the gun traffick-
ing strike forces in Chicago, New
York, Los Angeles, San Francisco
and Washington. The effort will in-
clude stepped-up enforcement in
so-called supply areas—citiesand
states where it’s easier to obtain
firearms that are later trafficked
into other cities with more restric-
tive gun laws.

Besides prioritizing gun crimes,
the strike forces will embrace in-
telligence sharing and prosecu-
tions across jurisdictions, Justice
Department officials said. Author-
ities have also embedded federal
agents in homicide units of police
departments across the U.S., have
been deploying additional crime

analysts and are conducting fugi-
tive sweeps to arrest people who
have outstanding state and federal
warrants for violent crimes.

Violent crimes, particularly
homicides and shootings, are up in
many cities around the country,
and the Biden administration has
sought to aid communities ham-
strung by violence. But the initia-
tive launched this week differs
from other recent federal efforts to
address violence, because it is not
sending agents or prosecutors into
cities with crime spikes. Justice of-
ficials say the strike forces are tar-
geted prosecutions meant to be a
longer-term effort to combat gun
trafficking.

There is no federal gun traffick-
ing law, so federal agents often
must rely on other statutes, like ly-
ing on a firearms purchase form, to
prosecute gun trafficking cases or
stop straw purchasers, people who
buy weapons legally to then pro-
vide them to others who can’t le-
gally have them.

But if the effort sounds familiar,

itis.In 2017, Chicago police, feder-
al agents and prosecutors
launched a similar initiative —the
Chicago Crime Gun Strike Force
— to try to stem the flow of illegal
firearms in the city and curb ram-
pant gun violence.

The Justice Department said
that strike force was formed in re-
sponse to a surge in firearm vio-
lence and its work is continuing,
but it has been focused locally in
Chicago on reducing violence and
not on gun trafficking from other
jurisdictions that put the guns in
the handsof criminals. That’sbeen
the case with similar gun task
forces, too, including in New York.

“These previous approaches
generally surged resources to spe-
cific areas, without a sustained fo-
cus on cross-jurisdictional traf-
ficking,” the department said.
“Now we are formalizing and stan-
dardizing coordination between
districts. This strategy is focused
on trafficking — keeping firearms
out of the hands of those who will
pull the trigger.”

8 wounded in bus on same day
Chicago sees fatal shootings

Associated Press

CHICAGO — A drive-by shoot-
ing in Chicago wounded eight
people who had been riding on a
party bus, one of several shoot-
ings in the city that left at least
three people dead on the same
day, police said.

The mass shooting happened
late Wednesday in Lincoln Park
on the city’s North Side when one
or more people in an SUV fired at
the group, police said.

Following the party bus shoot-
ing, one man was hospitalized in
critical condition with a gunshot
wound to the chest, police said,
while the other men and women
who were wounded were in good,
fair or serious condition.

No arrests were reported and
police didn’t immediately say
what may have led to the shoot-
ing.

Earlier in the night, a drive-by
shooting on the city’s Near West
Side left two men dead. The men
were standing outside in West
Town when someone in a passing
SUV fired shots at them. No one
was immediately taken into custo-
dy.

Ten other people were shot, one
fatally, in two mass shootings
within blocks and minutes of each
other Wednesday evening in
North Lawndale on Chicago’s
West Side, police said.

A 14-year-old boy died after be-
ing shot in the head in one shoot-
ing, which also wounded four oth-
er teens, including a 16-year-old
who was in grave condition, police
said.

The second shooting about the
same time wounded five people,
including an 18-year-old man who
was in critical condition and a 14-
year-old boy who was in good con-
dition.

Chicago police Deputy Chief
Ernest Cato visited the site of the
second shooting and pleaded for
the public’s help in investigating
the attacks.

“We’re going to need an all-
hands-on-deck approach, and that
approach is going to involve ...
our community getting involved,
and saying what’s going on,” he
said. “Our community who has
cellphone pictures, who has Face-
book information. We’re going to
need your help.”
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As people venture out from under the blanket of pandemic isolation and into the world of live music
festivals, concerts and open movie theaters, virtual events could be here to stay.

What Zoom fatigue?

Pandemic virtual concerts may have changed live music forever

By RYAN FAUGHNDER
Los Angeles Times
mericans may be bleary-eyed from Zoom
fatigue, and many may be desperate to
get back to live concerts and movie thea-
ters.

But virtual events are here to stay, despite the
return of music festivals, movies and comedy
shows, after the COVID-19 pandemic subsides,
according new data recently published by United
Talent Agency.

Three out of four people attended an online event
during the pandemic, according to a survey of 1,000
consumers by UTA IQ, the research and strategy
division of the Beverly Hills, Calif., talent agency.
Of those who participated in a virtual event, 88%
said they plan to do so again even when in-person
gatherings return.

Music and video gaming could be a significant
draw for future streamed gatherings. Three-fourths
of consumers surveyed said they plan to attend
virtual music or gaming events post-COVID-19,
according to UTA.

The findings are somewhat surprising given that
the survey also found a high level of pent-up de-
mand for the return of in-person events after the
pandemic canceled or delayed music festivals,
stand-up shows and blockbuster movies for more
than a year.

According to UTA, whose business is heavily
dependent on live event venues and movie theaters
being open, 96% of respondents plan to return to
some form of live entertainment event once it’s
safe. The survey indicated that people are “most
excited” for sporting events, concerts and movies.

But streamed live shows — which many people
experienced for the first time out of necessity dur-

ing lockdown — are likely to remain a supplement
for people’s entertainment diets, the UTA survey
suggested.

This comes after concert promoters including
Live Nation, streaming platforms such as Spotify
and record companies like Warner Music Group
invested in livestreamed concerts and events as a
way to adapt to the crisis.

Major artists adopted the practice to keep engag-
ing with fans when they weren’t able to go on tour.
UTA client Post Malone, for example, livestreamed
an hour-plus live Nirvana tribute in April; it’s now
available on his YouTube channel.

Livestreamed shows can be a benefit for fans
who can’t make it to the actual concert in person
because of timing or cost, and they also allow for a
certain amount of interaction between the audience
and the artists. Streamed shows can allow viewers
to submit song requests and playlist suggestions,
for instance.

“For a population that is seeking closer connec-
tions to each other and to the talent, being physical-
ly present at the event is the purest way to experi-
ence that,” said Joseph Kessler, global head of UTA
1Q. “But over the last 16 months or so, consumers
have come to see the benefits of these virtual
events.”

Surveys are not always reliable predictors of
behavior. However, the UTA data are the latest to
indicate that some behaviors consumers picked up
during the pandemic will not fade away with the
virus, especially when it comes to streaming.

In an earlier UTA study, S6% of consumers sur-
veyed said they added at least one subscription
streaming service. After the pandemic, 71% of those
surveyed said they plan to use more than one sub-
scription video streaming service.

But streamed live shows ... are likely to remain
a supplement for people’s entertainment diets.

Headphones with a comfy
fit and crystal-clear sound

By GrREGG ELLMAN
Tribune News Service

The House of Marley Positive
Vibration XL ANC over-the-ear
Bluetooth headphones have tak-
en over as my morning coffee
companion. Not that they aren’t
great for almost any use, but just
as I reach for cream to put in my
coffee, I reach for the head-
phones to turn off the world for
an hour or so every morn-
ing.

Regardless of the
style, I’'ve always
thought the most
important feature
to consider when
buying head-
phones is com-
fort. Without it,
the sound
doesn’t mat-
ter. So like
every other
style of
headphones
T’ve tried, \
whenIstarted "%
testing these
they didn’t get
charged, paired or play one note
of music until they sat on my
head.

After a few minutes, my ears
and head were sold on the Ultra
comfort memory foam ear cush-
ions and headband, meaning it
was time to move on with the
music, which will be heard
through 40mm high-definition
drivers.

It’s worth noting that the HOM
Positive Vibration XI. ANC head-
phones carry on the company’s
tradition of using eco-friendly
materials for the headphones.
According to HOM, they are
crafted using environmentally
conscious materials including
FSC certified wood, recycled
material fabric, recyclable alu-
minum, and cables from 99 per-
cent post-consumer PE.

While all that’s great, the
sound passed my nonscientific
testing with flying colors. In a
quiet atmosphere, with the Hy-
brid Active Noise Cancellation
turned on, the isolation of the
sound was crystal clear, and had
the right amount of bass. And all
without any outside ambient
noise.

The headphones feature ad-
vanced quick-charging (USB-C)
for 26 hours of play with AND on
and 35 hours with it off. A built-
in microphone works fine for
hands-free calls, and they are
built with a foldable hinge design
for compact storage.

Controls for ANC, hands-free
calls, music and track navigation
are on the ear cups and worked
well. A storage bag, tangle-free
braided aux cable (for wired

>
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listening), USB-C charging cable,
paperwork and a Marley sticker
are included.

Online: thehouseofmarley.com
($149.99 available in black and
copper)

Fugoo’s new line of 2.0 por-
table speakers adds 20% louder
volume and can be paired with
any other Fugoo 2.0 speaker to

create a full surround
= sound atmosphere at
N\ any social gather-
\ ing, regardless of
the weather or
surroundings.
The solid
Tough 2.0 is
built (2.5-by-8-
by-3 inches,

1.2 pounds) to

look exactly

as the name
describes.

It’s tough

appearance is
real, making it

virtually inde-
House oF MarLey/TNS  structible with

waterproof

seals, enhanced shock engineer-
ing with resilient end caps to
absorb drops, bumps and
scrapes. It can go into up to 3 feet
of water and snow for up to 30
minutes.

A handheld ergonomic design
is great for portability, and an
upward angle of the speakers
directs the sound toward your
ears. The speaker’s design lets
sound escape from all four sides,
resulting in 360-degree audio.
Inside are two tweeters, two
mid/woofers and one passive
radiator.

The enhanced sound quality is
a result of Fugoo’s redesigned
speaker topology, which accord-
ing to Fugoo, delivers enhanced,
richer, fuller sound at signif-
icantly louder volumes than the
original models. Specific to the
Tough, the driver topology cre-
ates an enhanced psycho-acous-
tic effect for a better overall
soundstage.

What I hear is an amazing
sound at any volume. They are
true to their word about the in-
creased volume, which often
results in distorted sound with
other speakers. But that’s not the
case with the Tough 2.0. It’s able
to take on the loudest volume
setting while maintaining clarity
the whole way.

Fugoo speakers work hands-
free as a speakerphone with the
built-in omnidirectional micro-
phone. They also support Google
Now and Siri voice support. The
battery is rated for 12 hours of
sound before the 3.4v 2500mAh
Lithium-Ion rechargeable bat-
tery needs a USB charge.

Online: fugoo.com
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Henry Golding is shown in a scene from “Snake Eyes: G.l. Joe Origins,” based on the toys and comics.

‘Jumping into the deep end’

Golding says training for his hand-to-hand, sword fighting sequences in
‘Snake Eyes’ was nothing like the boxing, muay thai he had done in past

By PETER SBLENDORIO

New York Daily News
enry Golding wasn’t toying around
while preparing to bring to life a classic
G.I. Joe hero in the new “Snake Eyes”
film.

For two months before production even began,
the actor immersed himself in the rigorous training
and intricate stunt work necessary to embody the
titular sword-wielding warrior trained by Japanese
ninjas.

“Going into a movie like this, you cannot go in
halfhearted,” Golding, 34, told the Daily News.
“You really have to commit because there’s so
much on the line. We wanted to see the actors doing
the sequences. There’s none of this flourishing
swords, waving it around in the air. The movements
are so acute and so efficient — the way it should be,
especially in the world of samurais and ninjas.”

“Snake Eyes: G.I. Joe Origins” provides a back-
story for one of the most popular characters in the
G.I. Joe line of action figures and comics.

For Golding, that meant uncovering the mystery
behind a fighter known for his slick black mask in
ways fans have never seen before.

“It’s the guy before the mask,” Golding said. “It’s
him before going to Arashikage and becoming the
Snake Eyes that we know and love. It’s the guy that
has been led down a path, has been broken and
kicked to a curb. The person that has made deals
which, to an everyday person, seem so insane, but
he has motives, and they’re misled motives. That’s
what we delve into.”

Known for leading roles in the romantic comedy

“Crazy Rich Asians” and the crime movie “The
Gentlemen,” Golding relished the chance to portray
a full-blown action hero in “Snake Eyes.”

Although Golding had trained in boxing and
muay thai, nothing compared with the martial arts
work and katana sword training he did for his new
movie.

“I’ve always loved the physicality and the epic-
ness of action movies,” Golding said. “That’s where
my love of movies started, was sci-fi/action, like
‘The Matrix’ or growing up with Jackie Chan films.
For me, it was always like, when will be the point
where we get into that?

“‘Snake Eyes’ was literally like jumping into the
deep end,” he laughed. “Gun movies and shooting
movies, they’re fun and there’s definitely a sense of
physicality, but when you’re hand-to-hand, when
your main weapon is a sword, it’s a different ele-
ment altogether.”

The actor said he appreciated how “Snake Eyes”
director Robert Schwentke drew inspiration from
iconic samurai movies where onscreen action was
always “justified” and every combat move had a
purpose.

“It just brings a sense of groundedness and a true
storytelling factor to this,” Golding said.

Golding, who was born in Malaysia and lived in
the U.K. as a child, remembers the G.I. Joe fran-
chise that launched in America in the early 1980s.

“Everybody knew who Snake Eyes was,” Golding
said. “That was the most iconic character. To be
part of that (with the movie), it was like, ‘Whoa, this
is a dream.” To be able to put onscreen a story as
rich as this, I think, is so necessary.”

‘Snake Eyes’ misuses,
miscasts lead actor in
woefully generic role

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

Henry Golding has undeniable
screen presence. He’s handsome,
sure. Lots of actors are. But
Golding also has that effortless
charisma that the biggest movie
stars possess. It’s no wonder that
he was catapulted from relative,
travel show host obscurity to film
fame with just one role in “Crazy
Rich Asians” and that his name
often pops up as a fan choice for
the next James Bond. If the pow-
ers in Hollywood don’t mess it
up, he’s going to be around for
quite some time.

It’s also not surprising that the
industry would capitalize on his
breakthrough moment and come
knocking with some piece of
intellectual property for him to
star in. Unfortunately that IP
piece is “ Snake Eyes,” an origin
story about a G.I. Joe character
that completely misunderstands
its star’s appeal. Golding is sim-
ply not the right actor for the
part. He’s not exactly bad, just
miscast and misused. And de-
spite the novel trimmings and
flash around him, his character is
woefully generic.

“Snake Eyes” has some things
going for it. For one, the names
Cobra and G.I. Joe aren’t uttered
for almost an hour. Credited
screenwriters Evan Spiliotopou-
los, Anna Waterhouse and Joe
Shrapnel seem to have some
understanding that a mere G.I.
Joe association isn’t enough to
get regular moviegoers into thea-
ters. And after seeing Atlanta
and Vancouver destroyed over
and over again in superhero
films it is a breath of fresh air to
be transported to Tokyo, where
director Robert Schwentke
(RED, R.I.P.D.) makes sure to
lovingly shoot both the neon and
the ancient.

In fact, if you can make it to
the Tokyo section, which takes
almost a half hour to get to, you'll
be in for a fairly fun ride as
Snake Eyes starts to train with an
ancient Japanese clan called the
Arashikage. In the unnecessarily
dull first part, we learn that
Snake Eyes’ father was mur-
dered in front of him when he
was a boy; he’s spent his life
since as a loner living on the
streets and stuffing fish with
weapons for the Yakuza, and he
also saves the life of the Arashik-
age heir, Tommy (Andrew Koji).

Is he just naturally a good
fighter? Did he have training?
You won’t learn that answer in
“Snake Eyes,” but pretty soon
both the Arashikage and another

The true sin is
that Snake Eyes
as a character is
so deathly dull.
He barely has

a personality.

He is purely driven
by revenge and
also doesn’t seem
to have to work all
that hard at
anything.

well-established crime syndicate
are using him as their go-to mus-
cle and brains. In other words,
his ascent through these estab-
lished ranks is alarmingly swift.

This backstory also requires
Golding to affect an unrefined
American accent, which is a
stretch and a mistake. His “ain’t”
doesn’t sound like any “ain’t”
you’ve heard before. That can be
forgiven: He’s not the first Brit to
be in over his head in that re-
gard. The true sin is that Snake
Eyes as a character is so deathly
dull. He barely has a personality.
He is purely driven by revenge
and also doesn’t seem to have to
work all that hard at anything.

It’s frustrating because he’s
actually surrounded by some
fairly interesting characters, like
the naive but arrogant Tommy,
who is desperate for his grand-
mother’s approval (Eri Ishida
plays Sen, who leads the clan).
And there’s Akiko too, played by
Haruka Abe, who is not a blood
relation in the clan but has risen
through skill and grit to become
one of the trusted inner circle.
Either of these women’s stories
would have been more interest-
ing to focus on.

The IP takes over the story
eventually and we meet a Cobra
agent Ursula Corbero’s Baroness,
and a “Joe,” Scarlett, played by
Samara Weaving who as usual
does wonders with a no expecta-
tions role. Although, like many
toy-based movies, “Snake Eyes”
might be betting too much on
audiences caring more about the
connections to a broader uni-
verse of Joes than the story in
front of them.

“Snake Eyes” is rated PG-13 for sequences of
strong violence and brief strong language.
Running time: 122 minutes. Now in theaters.
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An expression of Joe Bell's purest love

Based on a true story, film
tells of a father coming to
terms with gay son’s death

By KaTie WALsH
Tribune News Service (TNS)

he new Mark Wahlberg-starring

drama “Joe Bell,” directed by

Reinaldo Marcus Green, is based

on a true story that took place in
2013, when a lumber worker, Joe Bell
(Wahlberg), set out on a journey to walk
from La Grande, Ore., to New York City.
His stated goal was to bring awareness to
bullying, spurred by the horrific experi-
ences of his teen son, Jadin (Reid Miller),
who came out as gay as a young teenager.
Initially, Jadin joins his father on the walk,
bopping along next to him, singing Lady
Gaga’s “Born This Way,” ribbing his old
man, the two sparring with each other about
what Joe’s trying to accomplish out here on
the road.

If you’ve read a single log line for the film
or have a familiarity with the real events,
you know the twist, or, rather, the conceit at
play here. Joe is walking across America
because his son is dead, a phrase he finally
speaks aloud about 30 minutes in, to a
stricken drag queen in a gay bar some-
where between Idaho and Colorado. Jadin
died by suicide because of the extreme
bullying and harassment he suffered at the
hands of his peers, and now, on the road,
Joe toils with what part he played in his
son’s life and death.

By all accounts, the real Joe Bell was
loving and supportive. But the Joe that
Wahlberg plays in “Joe Bell” is tough, gruff
and rough around the edges, mercurial,
angry and defensive. Even though he fre-
quently tells his wife Lola (Connie Britton)
and kids how much he loves them, this Joe
isn’t easy to like. But you root for him any-
way, because he continues to put one foot in
front of the other, and his breakthrough
seems imminent. Pushing a cart of supplies
while 18-wheelers whiz by leaves him ex-
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Mark Wahlberg, right, and Reid Miller appear in a scene from “Joe Bell.” Miller plays the son of Joe Bell (Wahlberg), who killed
himself after being bullied and harassed by his peers for coming out as gay.

hausted, but his mind tumbles endlessly
through memories. He walks because it
gives him something to do while his mind
cycles through guilt, shame and despair. He
walks to make his son’s death matter, to
make sense in some way. He walks to leave
the mark of Jadin’s death on his body, on
the world.

There are moments in “Joe Bell” where
you wish the story opened up beyond Joe’s
blinkered point of view, but it is a laser-
focused piece. Though it sometimes feels a
bit treacly and hackneyed, or even predict-
able,“Joe Bell” resists expectation, and
where this true story ends up is far more
poignant and devastating than any work of

fiction could be.

The script, by Larry McMurtry and Dia-
na Ossana, contains a rough-hewn poetry,
leaving little to the imagination; everything
that needs to be is said, and a folksy country
soundtrack underlines the woeful tone of
this modern Western fable. Green applies a
naturalistic visual style; the camera (the
cinematographer is Jacques Jouffret) re-
gards the crags of Wahlberg’s dusty, tanned
visage like the stark landscapes that sur-
round him. In some of the more delicate
moments, Green wisely employs restraint,
so it rarely feels exploitative or manip-
ulative.

“Joe Bell” is a tale of emotional redemp-

tion for a man who relearns what it means
to “be a man,” and his moments of triumph
are the quietest ones, over a humble meal
with a local sheriff (Gary Sinise), or in chal-
lenging family conversations. As Joe strug-
gles to find purpose in his walk, it becomes
clear that it’s not about awareness, but sim-
ply as an expression of a father’s purest
love. For all the progress that’s been made
for “equality” and “tolerance,” what’s most
important is that kids feel not just accepted,
but loved, for exactly who they are.

“Joe Bell” is rated R for language including offensive slurs,
some disturbing material and teen partying. Running time: 90
minutes. Now in theaters.

‘Fear Street:

By Apam GRAHAM
The Detroit News (TNS)

The “Fear Street” trilogy — Netflix’s
ambitious three-horror-movies-in-three-
weeks streaming experiment — comes to
a satisfying conclusion with “Fear Street
Part Three: 1666,” which brings the tale of
the cursed town of Shadyside, Ohio, full
circle.

If the tale’s first two 1994- and 1978-set
chapters took their cues from “Scream”
and “Friday the 13th,” respectively, “1666”
borrows from “The Witch,” or other peri-
od tales of the threat of witchcraft and the
resulting panic of townspeople.

It also brings back the series’ strongest
thread, the love story between Kiana Ma-
deira’s and Olivia Scott Welch’s charac-
ters, which leads to the revelation of the
source of the town’s curse.

It’s 1666, and the casts from the previ-
ous two films are back playing ancestral
versions of their characters. Madeira is

1666" brings Shadyside trilogy full circle

Netflix

From left: Julia Rehwald as Lizzie, Kiana Madeira as Sarah and Olivia Scott Welch as
Hannah in “Fear Street Part 3: 1666.” When the romantic affair between Sarah and
Hannah is exposed, a witch hunt ensues in the cursed town of Shadyside, Ohio.

Sarah Fier, who would come to haunt

Shadyside for generations, and Welch is
Hannah Miller. Their secret affair is ex-
posed and inspires a good old-fashioned

witch hunt, proving fear and intolerance
are as old as the hills.
“1666” loosely adheres to its time period

— the characters speak with slight accents

but skip the “thous” and “arts” that were
representative of the era — and director
Leigh Janiak resists the urge to drop the
needle on some bangin’ soundtrack fare,
which powered the first two chapters.

The timing and pacing of the action
back “1666” into a corner — if things seem
like they’re ramping up to end well before
the run time expires, it’s because they are
— which the film wiggles out of with an
innovative narrative twist too good to spoil
here.

The “Fear Street” films — they’re based
on a series of books by “Goosebumps”
author R. L. Stine — will be remembered
for their rollout, a first of their kind for a
streaming property. But there’s plenty to
admire in this fun, bloody, cheeky and
self-aware series beyond their release
strategy. “Fear Street” is a gory good time.

“Fear Street Part Three: 1666” is rated R for strong violence and
gore, language, some sexuality and brief drug use. Running
time: 112 minutes. Now streaming on Netflix.
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Strangely moving

Nic Cage is looking for a stolen ‘Pig’ in a film
of — wait for it — enormous beauty and depth

By MicHAEL O’SULLIVAN
The Washington Post

f there’s one thing Nicolas Cage

could always be relied on to deliver,

it’s unpredictability. But in recent

years, the actor has churned out a
steady stream of — for lack of a better
word — predictably cheesy trash, includ-
ing “Mom and Dad,” “Mandy” and “Color
Out of Space.” This has led some to won-
der how the Oscar-winning star of “Leav-
ing Las Vegas” and an Oscar nominee for
“Adaptation” could have turned into what
the website No Film School called a “B-
movie god.”

Cage’s newest film, “Pig,” is a drama
about a misanthropic former chef named
Robin who lives in the woods of the Pacific
Northwest with no friends, phone or show-
er, and who — after his prized truffle pig
is stolen — leaves his run-down shack for
the upscale foodie subculture of downtown
Portland in which he was once a super-
star. He has one mission: to retrieve the
missing animal.

The trailer for the film, in which Cage
appears bearded, bloodied and with long,
bedraggled hair, features his character
whispering, with the actor’s characteristic,

almost malevolent intensity, “Who has my
pig?” Could this film go the way of so
much of Cage’s recent work — that is,
over the top and back around again, with a
tour de force of manic energy?

No.

Well, sure, it could go that way, but it
doesn’t. In this strangely moving little film
— the feature debut of director Michael
Sarnoski, working from a screenplay he
co-wrote with Vanessa Block — Cage reins
in the tendency to overdo things, deliver-
ing a soulful performance of unexpected
depth and quiet beauty. It’s his best work
since the underrated “Joe,” from 2014, and
a reminder what the actor is capable of.

Robin’s quest peels away, like an onion,
the layers of a backstory involving painful
loss, and a relationship with the pig that
transcends the animal’s skills. Let’s call it
what Robin calls it: love. Sarnoski is aided
in telling this story — which also involves
other characters who have experienced
loss — by a strong cast. Alex Wolff plays
the truffle dealer Amir, who arrives in a
yellow Camaro once a week to pick up the
bounty that Robin and his pig have un-
earthed; and Adam Arkin is Amir’s busi-
ness rival, with a connection to Amir that

Davip REAMER/Neon

Nicolas Cage goes looking for the thief who stole his prized truffle pig in “Pig.”

only reveals itself late in the film.

There are some elements of a thriller
here. The trail pursued by Robin leads
him to the literal underbelly of the Por-
tland restaurant scene, including a sub-
terranean fight club where the protagonist
picks up the scent of his quarry. But the
whodunit is never really the point.

“Pig’s” stock in trade is a kind of visual
and narrative poetry, and Sarnoski and
Block ply it with the skill and light touch
of master chefs.

There’s a paradox at the heart of “Pig”
that, rather than weakening the story,
lends it strength. It has everything to do

with Cage himself, who has always been at
the top of his game when he plays against
the volcanic emotions inside his character,
rather than indulging them. That paradox
is embodied in the film’s closing song,
which plays over an almost beatific image
of Robin: Bruce Springsteen’s “I’'m on
Fire,” delivered in a gently folksy, almost
fragile rendition by Cassandra Violet. Like
the character at the heart of “Pig” — who
is not, as it turns out, a pig at all, even
metaphorically — it is smoldering and
gentle.

“Pig” is rated R for strong language and some violence. Running
time: 92 minutes.

‘Val’ offers a deep portrait of Kilmer

By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press

In his latest film, Val Kilmer
gets an unusual screen credit for
a bona fide Hollywood movie
star: cinematographer.

That’s because the documen-
tary “Val” is built on thousands
of hours Kilmer filmed since he
was a boy — growing up, on
movie sets, in cars, in hospitals.
This is a lifetime-in-the-making
cinematographer’s credit.

Thanks to Kilmer’s relentless
drive to document things, “Val”
is a remarkably intimate film and
a moving one, too. For a perform-
er who has come off as chilly and
difficult, this doc doesn’t counter
those perceptions as much as
explain them.

“I have behaved poorly. I have
behaved bravely. I have behaved
bizarrely to some. I deny none of
this and have no regrets because
I have lost and found parts of
myself that I never knew exist-
ed,” he says toward the end.
“And I am blessed.”

Actually, he leaves much of the
talking to his son. The elder Kil-
mer’s voice has been impaired
from throat cancer treatments
and Jack Kilmer narrates the
majority of the film using his
father’s words, naturally while
being filmed. “Now that it’s more
difficult to speak, I want to tell
my story more than ever,” says
the elder Kilmer.

“Val” would not be the film it
is if Kilmer hadn’t been an early
adopter of hand-held video cam-
eras, giving us home movies,
audition tapes and live auditions.
“I’ve kept everything,” he con-
fides. His is a legitimate reason
to be a hoarder.

Kilmer’s screen credits include
Batman in “Batman Forever” in
1995, brash fighter pilot Lt. Tom
“Iceman” Kazansky in the 1986
hit “Top Gun,” and rock icon Jim
Morrison in the 1991 Oliver Stone
film, “The Doors.”

The film lingers on each of
those roles but perhaps the most
intriguing parts are Kilmer’s
earnest auditions for roles he
never got. For “Full Metal Jack-
et,” he filmed himself using mul-
tiple voices to try to seduce di-
rector Stanley Kubrick and also
made an audition video to play
Henry Hill in “Goodfellas.” He
got neither part.

Directors Ting Poo and Leo
Scott have spun a mostly chron-
ological profile, starting with
Kilmer’s childhood and then
giving us an unvarnished look at
the star’s career, marriage and
fatherhood, and ending it post-
surgery as Kilmer struggles to be
heard.

The filmmakers have a tenden-
cy to bring Kilmer to the scene of
a favorite place — say, The Juil-
liard School in New York or a
former family home — and then

melt back in time by using the
old movies. They’ll show images
of Kilmer’s family hiking in the
’80s and then revisit the same
area with the middle-aged Kil-
mer. Sometimes the images are
forced, as when father and son
dress up in cheap Batman and
Robin costumes.

This is no glamour project. He
and his estranged wife bicker
over custody of their two chil-
dren, he is shown laconically
slapping bugs with a flyswatter
poolside in middle age, and he
looks fragile at a Comic-Con,
puking at a signing station, a
towel over his head as he’s
rushed out in a wheelchair.

Kilmer — enigmatic to the rest
of us — is portrayed as a quirky
soul. He is shown shooting Silly
String at his loved ones, sobbing
as he puts on his late mother’s
jewelry and pretending to pass
out to freak out his son. He is
much funnier than we expect and
forces us to question why we
thought him difficult at all.

The film leans on Kilmer’s
2020 bestselling autobiography
“I’'m Your Huckleberry” — like
the line “The distance between
heaven and hell is the distance
between faith and doubt” — but
has more punch because of the
footage.

Tune in to see backstage video
from “Slab Boys” on Broadway,

with co-stars Kevin Bacon and
Sean Penn slowly mooning the
camera. He calls an early role in
“Top Secret” just “fluff” and
documents why “The Island of
Dr. Moreau” was “doomed.”
He’s such a Method actor that he
constructed a backstory for the
arrogant Iceman in “Top Gun.”

Kilmer is an intense actor, to
be sure. When he played Doc
Holliday in “Tombstone,” he
filled his bed with ice for the
final scene to mimic the feeling
of dying from tuberculosis. To
play Morrison, he wore leather
pants all the time and blasted
The Doors for a year, neither of
which helped his marriage.

The film is bookended by trag-

A24/AP
A young Val Kilmer is pictured in a scene from the documentary “Val.”

edy. The weight of loss after
Kilmer’s younger brother Wesley
died accidentally at age 15 hangs
over the actor and the docu-
mentary returns again and again
to home movies the two made,
heartbreakingly. And the loss of
Kilmer’s voice means he must
grapple with legacy and death in
his 60s.

Even so, a relentless optimism
comes through, especially his
relationship with his adult chil-
dren, who clearly adore their
dad. “I've lived a magical life,”
Kilmer concludes. It’s hard to
argue back.

“Val” is rated R for language. It opened in thea-
ters on Friday and is available on Prime Video on
Aug. 6. Running time: 109 minutes.



Pace 18 SRR RE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Friday, July 23, 2021

WEEKEND: VIDEO GAMES

Feels like a warm, fuzzy bear hug

A love letter to cozy games, the gentle game movement we need right now

By Topbp MARTENS
Los Angeles Times
ozy Grove arrived in the spring
as an Animal Crossing-inspired
game with a bittersweet tone,
characters struggling with unre-
solved trauma and bite-sized missions.

Now, it’s become a ritual.

Cozy Grove, available for iOS devices,
PCs and all major consoles, is often what I
reach for first thing in the morning, a
pre-coffee digital relaxant to ease into the
world of the awake with daily lessons
about attempting to live a life free of re-
grets. Most of the game’s characters are
bears, and they’re dead — spirits — many
struggling with remorse or shame that’s
carried over into their ghostly state.

These bears worry about ailments. They
hate the way they look. They wish the
living would stop treating them like ghosts
rather than fully capable beings. They
find out everyone was scared to tell them
their baked goods were inedible.

Yet as anyone who has ever played
Super Mario Bros. knows, games are
metaphors. A treatise on the power of
family, the struggle of the 9-to-S, the abil-
ity to find surrealism in daily life and a
reminder to not give up on true love re-
gardless of the obstacles — that’s the
Mario message, right?

In Cozy Grove, by helping the bears
face reality, or sometimes simply the
better parts of nostalgia, we heal lost
souls. Doing so brings an island paradise
to life, populating it with all the colors of a
natural, wildlife-inspired spectrum. A
bleak world of driftwood becomes a mysti-
cal campground, and we advance through
the game essentially by building more
mindful bears. As in Animal Crossing, we
craft objects, go fishing and mostly hunt
for lost items, but the story progresses
simply by listening and becoming some-
thing akin to a therapist for the spirits.

It’s thoughtful, a game that, like many
released in recent weeks, possesses a
healthy conscience. While independent
games long ago helped popularize the idea
of concocting digital worlds built primar-
ily for exploration, a so-called “wholesome
games” movement — led by a social
media account and site of the same name
— has created a makeshift genre that’s
brought more visibility to games in which
the joy is uncovering a universe rather
than obliterating it, often with ideas on
how to be better custodians of our current
one.

At the very least, Cozy Grove and other
gentle games such as the coloring-book-
like adventure Chicory: A Colorful Tale
and the run-away-from-home fairy tale
The Wild at Heart are conversational,
using gameplay that deviates from run-
ning and jumping and pointing and shoot-
ing to get players to slow down and en-
gage in an interactive dialogue with
what’s on the screen. They’re games that
don’t just extend a hand; they feel like a
hug.

Across its various social media plat-
forms, Wholesome Games has tallied
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In Cozy Grove, players bring an island paradise to life by helping bear characters face reality to heal their lost souls.

more than 200,000 community members,
and a recent online showcase, Wholesome
Direct, provided looks at more than 75
games. They were diverse in genre and
style, ranging from Beasts of Maravilla
Island, a calming and beautiful celebra-
tion of mythical animals, which is avail-
able now, to the upcoming Lake, a game
about a woman who quits her fancy job to
be a mail carrier.

“Folks are curious to know ‘why now?’
with regards to an influx of wholesome
games,” says Matthew Taylor, independ-
ent game developer and founder of
Wholesome Games. “As much as I'd love
to take the credit, I genuinely think that
the desire for these types of games has
always existed.”

Taylor and others partly attribute the
popularity of Wholesome Games’ online
events to some of the same factors that led
to the rise in indie games: the prolifer-
ation of university video game devel-
opment programs, lower costs to develop
games and the ubiquitousness of mobile
games, which turned many of us into
gamers and inspired some to be curious
about and more deeply investigate the
medium. Another factor is the pandemic,
with old and new players alike looking for
accessible, connective experiences that
de-emphasize violence.

One more crucial shift is a long overdue
acknowledgment that games and their
action-focused genre classifications —
shooters, platformers, roguelike — have
catered to a specific, existing community
rather than seeking to more broadly build
a new one. Don’t worry if you don’t know
what the above genres mean; as others
have noted, they don’t tell you much about
the game.

u e
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In Chicory, players learn that art heals. Chicory is a 2D RPG game featuring an
anthropomorphic dog that uses a magical paint brush to paint the game world.

“At the end of the day, I think these
narratives are interesting and partially
true,” says Taylor when asked why an
estimated few hundred thousand tuned
into this year’s Wholesome Direct. “But
they let an industry that’s been catering
specifically to young white men for almost
its entire existence off the hook.” A wider
audience has “always existed. Now the
games are finally catching up.”

While the word “wholesome” has gener-
ated a debate over genre names and what
to include or exclude, the movement feels
revolutionary for the game space; unlike
film, books or television, game genres
have often been defined by what they ask
the player to do rather than what they
may want the player to feel. “Whole-
some,” like the words “punk,” “hip-hop”

or “rom-com,” isn’t a brand so much as a
welcome mat to someone looking for
something to play.

For the Seattle-based Spry Fox team
behind Cozy Grove, such terminology,
particularly the word that graces its game,
has become something of a mission state-
ment. Cozy Grove, for instance, recently
added the ability to hug a bear.

“We’re hoping to take this to the next
level and do a large-scale Animal Cross-
ing-like game that will bring people to-
gether and hopefully make them feel less
lonely, in addition to feeling cozy,” says
studio co-founder David Edery. “The
absence of loneliness and coziness are
very interrelated. We’re feeling like this is
a thing that we want to dedicate ourselves
to for the next several years.”
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Hair-trigger flamenco

In sensual

Until European travel becomes fully
open to Americans, here’s a reminder of
the fun that awaits us in Europe.

n Spain’s Andalucia region, revelry
and religiosity go hand in hand. The
same passion and energy dedicated
to partying is put into long, solemn
religious processions that clog the narrow
streets of its towns and cities. In Andalu-
cia, it seems there’s always something
going on. But you’ll miss the action if
you’re in your hotel room after dinner.
Yes, dinner is late ... and the impromptu
festivities are often even later. The sun is
gone, it’s finally cool, and everyone —
young and old — is suddenly energized.

I was enjoying dinner at a restaurant in
Coérdoba with Isabel, a charming local
guide who talks about food with the pas-
sion of a mother talking about her chil-
dren. With the olive oil, the lighting and
her love of the cuisine all just right, every
plate seemed to twinkle and shine. The
meal was a montage of Spanish delights,
from the roasted almonds and spicy green
olives that hit the table automatically, to
the local salmorejo (like a thick, bright
orange gazpacho), boquerones (ancho-
vies), fried eggplant, and “Arab salad”
with cod and delicate orange sections.

The rabo de toro (bull tail stew) was as
dark as meat can be ... almost inky, even in
flavor. The jamon ibérico — a gift from the
restaurant — was introduced as “the best

Andalucia

ham in Spain” and very expensive. With
its fat not lining the meat but mixed in, it
was glistening with flavor. Eating it was
the culinary equivalent of pinning a bou-
tonniere onto a tux. The wine was the kind
that inspires servers to bring out the spe-
cial glasses.

Stepping out of the res-
taurant, we were swept into
a somber procession, poi-

. gnant and powerful. Trum-
pets blared a fanfare, chil-
dren carried a homemade
float and candles jostled in

unison as the marchers

glided in the night.

I happened to be in

Cérdoba for the Festival
of the Crosses, a competition where each
neighborhood parties proudly around its
own towering cross made of red carna-
tions. Church bells ring not only a call to
prayer, but also a call to fiesta. Locals
enthusiastically use this special day on the
church calendar as a springboard for a
community party.

The next morning, I stepped out and the
neighborhood gang on one square was still
lively. It was their first year entering the
contest, their cross had won first prize,
and it seemed they’d been celebrating
ever since. It was a scene of exhausted,
hung-over happiness — as if they’d been
eating, drinking, and dancing for 24 hours
(which they probably had). The last of the

Rick
Steves

Dominic ArizoNA BoNuccEeLL/Ricksteves.com

Andalucia celebrates life with soul and with passion, especially during its many festivals.

revelers gathered around the makeshift
bar that seemed to provide physical sup-
port for those determined but barely able
to carry on. I had to join them.

By joining the scene, I roused the ex-
hausted gang on that little plaza to dance
around their tired carnation cross one
more time. Within seconds, the energy
and magic of the previous night’s party
had reignited, and the yard was again
thriving with slinky flamenco. Sinuous
arms, toned torsos and legs, heels with
attitude, flowing hair ... everything
churned with a silky Andalusian soul. Like
crickets rattling their wings in a mating
ritual, Andalusian women — dressed in
their peacock finery — fluttered their fans
and clicked their castanets.

I’d been in Andalucia for a week, and I
realized it’s a hair-trigger flamenco socie-

ty. I like hair-trigger cultures. Just as
Austria is eager to waltz and Ireland is
always ready for a good folk song, Andalu-
cia is just waiting for the simplest excuse
to grab castanets and dance.

After a few minutes of dancing, I let the
tired party die, and everyone resumed
their positions — propped up by the bar. I
joined them there to say thanks. They
filled a bottle cap with a ritual shot of
firewater and gave it to me. As a dozen
onlookers watched, I downed it. With my
head thrown back, knowing that all Anda-
lusian eyes were on me, I wanted to say
something really clever or meaningful.
But I could only come up with a cliché. I
sang, “Olé!” And everyone cheered.

Rick Steves (ricksteves.com) writes European guidebooks,
hosts travel shows and organizes European tours. You can email
Rick at rick@ricksteves.com and follow his blog on Facebook.

Monuments, military hardware gain surprise second lives

Across the United States and in the United Kingdom,
the debate rages on: What should be done with the statues
and monuments to famous figures whose historic deeds
were accompanied by norms of behavior found abhorrent
by today’s standards? Across Europe, monuments, mil-
itary infrastructure and Cold War relics have been given
a second life, often with interesting consequences.

Statues: With the fall of communism in
the Soviet Union, statues of Joseph Stalin,
Vladimir Lenin and other leaders traded
| prominent locations in capitals’ squares
for more pastoral settings. Some 80 miles
southwest of Lithuania’s capital city, Vil-
nius, in the town of Druskininkai, is found
Grutas Park, where 86 relics remind vis-
K itors of the former socialist republic’s

aren not-so-distant past. The park features
Bradbu 'Y re-creations of gulag prison camps com-
plete with guard towers and barbed-wire fences, along-
side playgrounds and cafés from the Soviet era. The
lawns of Maarjamée Palace in Tallinn, Estonia, house 21
imposing, larger-than-life statues, including a Lenin head,
bust and full body sculpture. The MUZEON Art Park in
Moscow contains more than 1,000 sculptures, including
many from the Soviet era and the period of Social Real-
ism.

In Memento Park in Budapest, Lenin, Marx and Engels
rub shoulders with Hungary’s communist leaders. In
Witness Square, a huge pair of bronze boots top a brick
pedestal built upon a grandstand. The boots are the rem-
nants of a statue of Stalin torn down during the Hungar-
ian Revolution in 1956. The 26-foot-high bronze figure
was yanked from its pedestal and sawed away until only
the boots were left. A movie theater shows a film titled
“The Life of an Agent,” a documentary on the methods

iStock

Serbia’s Belgrade Fortress contains the Belgrad Military
Museum, which has a vast collection of military weaponry.

used by the secret police.

Tanks: The Military Technical Museum LesSany in the
Czech Republic displays a variety of military hardware,
including a tank with an interesting backstory. In 1991,
the sculptor David Cerny, an art student at the time,
painted Prague’s Soviet Tank Monument, commemo-
rating the Soviet liberation of Czechoslovakia in 1945, a
shade of pink, an act that got him arrested. The tank’s
return to its original green paint job was short lived, as
some newly elected members of parliament painted it
back to pink to protest the arrest. The tank now stands
watch at the entry to the museum with its exposition of
more than 700 historic tanks, cannons, motorcycles, ar-
mored vehicles, trucks, missile systems and other hard-
ware. Online: vhu.cz/muzea/zakladni-informace-o-vtm-
lesany

The Military History Museum in the former Soviet
Army garrison town of Bornem Sulinowo is unique
among museums in Poland. Most of the military vehicles
making up its vast collection are fully operational, and
visitors can take a ride in many of them. They are also
frequently used for live-action shows, often accompanied
by professional pyrotechnics. Online: muzeum-borne.pl

The Belgrade Fortress, perched high above the con-
fluence of the Sava and Danube rivers in the Serbian
capital, houses the Belgrad Military Museum with its
considerable collection of old and new military weaponry.
The citadel is surrounded by Kalemegdan Park, whose
grounds are littered with tanks and guns that children
now use as jungle gyms and hiding places.

Bunkers: The St. Pauli bunker in Hamburg, Germany,
was one of two towers built by the Nazis for air defense
during WWII. Should all go to plan, the property will
complete its ongoing transformation to a trendy lifestyle
hotel by the end of this year. Five pyramid-shaped floors
planted with greenery will house not only hotel rooms but
a bar, coffee shop, exhibition spaces and a roof garden
offering sweeping views of the port city. Parts of the new
floors will also serve as a memorial to the victims of the
Nazi regime. Online: bunker-stpauli.de/en/

Enver Hoxha, the leader of Albania from 1941-198S,
was so convinced an invasion was imminent that he over-
saw the construction of more than 173,000 bunkers across
the country. Never used for the purpose he envisioned,
most bunkers are now derelict, although a few have been
put to good use as food stands and seaside changing
rooms. Tirana’s Bunk’Art is a museum and contemporary
art gallery housed in an underground nuclear shelter.
Exhibits cover 20th-century Albanian history, including
the Fascist Italian occupation and the Communist era.
Online: bunkart.al/1/home
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One of the entrances to the Simserhof fortification in eastern France. The underground complex, which was part of the
Maginot Line of defenses that ran along France’s eastern border, produced its own electricity, had air filters that ran
24/7 and contained enough food and drinks for soldiers to live underground for months.

A cool history lesson

Escape the heat with a visit to the Simserhof underground complex
in France and get a glimpse into WWII troops’ lives and the folly of war

By KARIN ZEITVOGEL
Stars and Stripes

here’s nothing like a visit to France to get away

from a German summer of nonstop rain or un-

airconditioned buildings during a heat wave.

The escape is even better when the attraction in
France is free or inexpensive, and full of history — like
Simserhof this summer.

An hour west of Kaiserslautern, and two hours from
Spangdahlem, Simserhof was built between 1929 and 1938
as part of the Maginot Line, a string of fortifications along
France’s eastern border, which were supposed to protect
against another invasion by Germany after World War 1.

Today, it’s a museum where visitors walk through miles
of well-preserved tunnels, mess halls, barracks, kitchens
and medical facilities. They look at World War II weapon-
ry, electrical and air filtering systems, the tables French
troops dined at during their long months underground,
the rough beds they slept on, even the toilets they used.

Simserhof’s website says it’s still closed, more than a
year after it went dark as the coronavirus swept across
Europe. But a call to the museum found that it had quietly
reopened, with tours available in English, French or Ger-
man. And they’re free, for the moment.

Writing on a travel website, one visitor described a tour
of the fortification as a lesson in masterful engineering
and “the madness of war.”

The temperature in the tunnel complex in mid-July was
around S0 degrees. A musty smell hung in the air, and
damp pierced the fleece tops and leather jackets of a
group of 12 French and American visitors who descended
into the Simserhof to get a sense of what hundreds of

French soldiers lived through, 90 feet underground, in the
early months of WWIL.

Pre-coronavirus tours included a ride on a narrow-
gauge train, but since the museum reopened at the end of
June, tours have been entirely on foot. They start with a
video showing how French jubilation at the end of World
War I shifted a few years later to fear and an effort to
bolster defenses, as fascist governments came to power in
neighboring Italy in 1922 and later in Germany.

The Maginot Line was a key part of the French govern-
ment’s defensive strategy. It cost tens of millions of dol-
lars in today’s money.

Gen. Charles de Gaulle, who led Free France against
Nazi Germany during the war and was elected president
in 1958, was against the project, arguing that France
would do better to invest in armor, aviation and recon-
struction.

“But we were leaders in building fixed fortifications,”
Simserhof guide Benjamin Bellott said during a two-hour
tour of the site on Bastille Day. “Our big mistake was
believing that the fortifications would hold.”

Soldiers from France’s 153rd Fortress Infantry Re-
giment, the 155th Position Artillery Regiment, and three
engineering units went into the Simserhof on Sept. 3,
1939, after the German invasion of Poland started WWII.

For nine months, those soldiers slept, showered, were
treated by dentists and doctors, and, during the one-
month Battle of France in 1940, tried to hold off the Ger-
mans.

One of the soldiers painted Snow White and the seven
dwarfs on the walls of the mess hall, adding a little gaiety
to life underground.

SLoBoDAN Lekic/Stars and Stripes

KARIN ZErmvoGEL/Stars and Stripes

A photo on the wall of the Simserhof fortification shows
some members of the 153rd Fortress Infantry Regiment,
who spent months inside the underground complex, one
of the biggest forts in the Maginot Line.

On the QT

Address: Simserhof, Rue André Maginot, Le Légeret, 57410 Sier-
sthal, France

Hours: Open for guided tours in English, German or French from
Tuesday to Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Cost: Tours are usually 13 euros for adults, 9 euros for children
aged 6 and up, free for kids 5 and under. In July, they were free of
charge for everyone.

Food: Coffee and other beverages are available in the cafe in the
reception area, which also has a souvenir shop (currently closed)
and restrooms. Ample dining opportunities are available in the
French town of Bitche, 10 minutes away, or in Zweibruecken,
Germany, about 20 minutes away.

Information: For information and to book a tour, call +33 (0)3 87
96 39 40.

Karin Zeitvogel

KAaRIN ZErmvocEL/Stars and Stripes

A kitchen in the Simserhof fortification in eastern France.
French soldiers spent months in the underground tunnel
facility during World War II.

At Christmas, the troops drank champagne and lit spar-
Klers.

A menu on a table in the kitchen featured beef every
day and included a 35-minute recipe for potatoes cooked
with onions and bacon.

Germany got around the Maginot Line defenses by
invading France via Belgium, where there were few forti-
fications — the French believed Germany would respect
Belgium’s neutrality.

But France did not heed de Gaulle’s exhortation to
develop aviation capabilities, focusing instead on tech-
nologies of the previous war. Germany, on the other hand,
had built the Luftwaffe, and used its superior air power
and airborne infantry to quickly capture or take out forti-
fications like Simserhof.

The soldiers inside the Simserhof were the last in a
Maginot Line fortress to surrender when France fell in
June 1940.

Germany occupied the fort for nearly five years after
that, until the 44th Infantry Division captured it in De-
cember 1944, according to the Army’s Center of Military
History. It was retaken by the Germans a few months
later, before being liberated in March 1945, two months
before the war in Europe ended, by the U.S. 100th In-
fantry Division.

zeitvogel.karin@stripes.com
Twitter: @StripesZeit
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Eat like an
Englishman

The Victorian House in Munich kick-starts
the day with breakfast the British way

By IMMANUEL JOHNSON
Stars and Stripes
ermans aren’t big on hearty
breakfasts as a rule.
They have plenty of bakeries
open on mornings, and some-
times all you need is a little cereal at
home. But you won’t find many Waffle
House clones here.

The English, on the other hand, are
seriously into breakfast and brunch, its
more upscale cousin. That’s where The
Victorian House in Munich fulfills a crav-
ing.

I’ve been to the restaurant several times
and the service never fails. The staff is
cordial, quick and most importantly, the
atmosphere and food are top-notch.

The Victorian House is in the heart of
Munich, or roughly 120 miles away or
south of the Army’s bases in Vilseck and
Grafenwoehr. For those of you with an
English background or who have spent
some time there, the Victorian-style fur-
nishings and decorations should feel fa-
miliar.

It is open for dining and takeout, with
reservations typically lasting an hour and
45 minutes. I’d encourage you to book
through the OpenTable app, as it tends to
fill up quickly.

The strong cappuccino they serve is a
good way to start. If you’re not a fan of
coffee, the orange juice is a good option.

My go-to brunch starter is the Belgra-
via, which features smoked salmon, horse-

Y

cards accepted.

Menu: Available in German and English.
Information: +49 089 25546947, https://
victorianhouse.de.

AFTER
HOURS

GERMANY

The Victorian House

Address: Frauenstrasse 14, 80469 Munich
Hours: Open daily from 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Prices: Between 3 and 23 euros. Most credit

Immanuel Johnson

some breakfast rolls with jam and butter.

IMmANUEL JoHNSON/Stars and Stripes

The eggs Benedict, left, and the Belgravia, right, with smoked salmon, horseradish,

You can comfortably split this between

two and five people.

If it is your first time and you have no
idea what to get, the staff will guide you.
In my opinion, you cannot go wrong with

the eggs Benedict, featuring crispy bacon
and cooked ham.

Should you have a late night or don’t
feel like having brunch food, they also
feature a lunch menu that I have yet to try,
as well as an ample selection for possibly
the most well-recognized British culinary
tradition, afternoon tea. It closes before
dinner, but by then you’ll have English
pub options if you like — or you can dive
into just about any other type of cuisine in
Bavaria’s sprawling capital city.

il Y @&

crab salad, a slice of paté and breakfast rolls with an assortment of spreads.

ty

Start your meal at The Victorian House
with a cappuccino and bread rolls with an

The Victorian House in Munich, Germany,
serves a hearty breakfast or brunch and is

radish, crab salad, a slice of paté, cheddar johnson.immanuel@stripes.com

cheese, Branston pickles and of course,

Twitter: @Manny_Stripes

now open for dining in.

assortment of spreads.

MiLk STREET/AP

By CHRISTOPHER KIMBALL
Associated Press

The best beef dishes start with the
right technique. For weeknight cook-
ing, that usually means skipping the
low and slow roast and sticking with
thin cuts that do well with a good,
quick sear.

small pieces, the nuts better cling to
the greens, rather than fall to the
bottom of the bowl.

We recommend bulking up this
meal with warm, crusty bread, which
is delicious for sopping up the steak
juices that mix with the dressing.

Thin, seared steak makes this salad a snap

5 cup walnuts, toasted and finely
chopped

2 ounces fresh goat cheese
(chévre), crumbled (V> cup)

Directions

Season the steak with salt and
pepper. In a 12-inch skillet, heat 1
tablespoon of oil until barely smok-

S So for;hiireég)ggjorﬁq Migﬁ 0 Steak salad with walnuts ing. Brown the steak on both sides
treet’s book “ sh,” whic until the center reaches 120°F (for
limits recipes to just six ingredients and goat cheese medium-rare). Transfer to a platter.
without sacrificing flavor, we sear Ingredients In a large bowl, whisk the remain-

quick-cooking flat iron steak in a hot
skillet for a main course salad.

We use pomegranate molasses in
the dressing for its fruity, tangy-
sweet flavor, which pairs well with
the savory meat and peppery wa-
tercress. Toasted walnuts contribute
texture and a slight bitterness that
balances the bright pomegranate.

Be sure to take the time to finely
chop the walnuts; broken down into

1 pound beef flat iron steak,
trimmed

Kosher salt and ground black pep-
per

S tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil,
divided

2 teaspoons ground coriander

3 tablespoons pomegranate molas-
ses

4-ounce package baby watercress
or S-ounce container baby arugula

ing 4 tablespoons oil, coriander, po-
megranate molasses, and %4 teaspoon
each salt and pepper.

Thinly slice the steak and return to
the platter. Whisk the accumulated
juices from the steak and 2 tables-
poons water into the dressing; toss in
the watercress and walnuts. Top the
steak with the salad and sprinkle
with cheese.

Serves 4.
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A little Grecian adventure

How one writer spent 3 days sampling beaches and tavernas on the Greek island of Paros

By SARA LIEBERMAN
Special to The Washington Post
y scrambled eggs on toast arrived at
the same time as my rental car.
“Don’t worry,” said my server,
with a smile. “We’ll keep it warm or
bring you a new one.”

I sneaked a crispy milk pie from the breakfast
buffet on my way to meet the Rental Car Guy in
the hotel lobby. I had been told having a car on
Paros, a Cycladic Greek island that’s a three-hour
fast ferry from Piraeus port in Athens and about
64 square miles, was ideal for getting a feel for its
spirit — not to mention seeing some of its dozens
of beaches and sampling its many tasty tavernas.
So, with the help of the concierge at Parilio Hotel
in Naoussa where I was staying, I reserved one for
two of my three days there. I had driven solo
through other foreign countries before — Israel
and France to name two. But, it turned out, there
was one thing I had then that I did not have now:
my license.

I ran back to my room and dug through my
handbag and suitcase a second time.

Did I really leave it at home? I wondered. Could
I have been that careless?

To be sure, I had identification with me. I had
just forgotten the one that proves I know not to
make a right on red.

Thankfully, there are no traffic lights on Paros.
This is a vacationer’s island, after all. In which
case, vacationer rules apply. While I would not get
a car from this Rental Car Guy, calls were made,
a digital version of my license was procured, and
before a new plate of scrambled eggs on toast
could be prepared, I had a four-door Nissan wait-

ing for me in the parking lot.

“Just be careful,” said this Rental Car Guy with
a forgiving smile. “You’ll be fine.”

I starred and circled spots on a map, denoting
the destinations I wanted to visit, and placed it on
the passenger seat. There is only one main “high-
way” that circles the island with a dozen or so
off-roads and another that crosses the center, so
although my car had Bluetooth and it felt reas-
suring to be connected, it was unnecessary. Plus,
all beaches and towns were clearly marked.

I found my first stop without a hitch: Kalogeros
Beach, known for its clay-based boulders used to
make mud mixtures. I had no idea how to proper-
ly exfoliate my skin using nature, so I befriended
another beachgoer who showed me how to shed
dry rubble from the rocks, mix it with water to
form a gluey gray paste, and then cover my arms,
legs and face. Sure enough, after rinsing 30 min-
utes later, my skin was newborn baby smooth.

Next up, I drove a bit farther south toward
Golden Beach; a stretch of sand with a variety of
“clubs” including the Beach Project, which boasts
cushioned loungers, umbrellas, and a menu serv-
ing grilled talagani cheese wraps and brain-
freeze-inducing beverages. It was either pay for a
seat or get it free with a snack, so I ordered a
smoothie and applied some SPF.

After ambling to the other end of the beach and
back, collecting shells along the way, I paid my
bill — about $7 — and was off to the seaside town
of Drios. A friend recommended the taverna Mar-
kakis, so I sat for a salad with oregano-topped feta
and salty black olives while watching the sea
crash onto the shore just feet away.

With prime sunning hours behind me, I drove

inland to Lefkes, Paros’original capital. After
parking, I found myself squeezing through narrow
passageways via stone steps to reach what ap-
peared to be the town center. But I didn’t see
much activity, aside from stray cats roaming the
alleys and fuchsia bougainvillea bushes draping
white stone houses with blue shutters.

After an hour of wandering, I decided to call it a
day. Unfortunately, what Google Maps thought
was the way to exit Lefkes and what was actually
the way to exit Lefkes did not align. At one point, I
ended up driving the wrong way on a one-way
street at the top of a very steep, crumbling, cob-
blestone hill. Unable to make the narrow right
turn I supposedly needed to make — for fear of
crashing into a car coming from the other way — I
backed up, which was a feat for a city girl more
accustomed to swiping Metro cards than filling
gas tanks. After another 20 minutes of white-
knuckle navigating, I finally made it out, passing
what appeared to be the actual town center on the
way; I was thankful to be dining at the hotel’s Mr.
E restaurant that evening where I could walk, not
drive, back to my room.

Another day, another beach — and another test
of my driving skills. The day’s plan was to venture
to Antiparos, a smaller island accessed only by
ferry from the southwestern town of Pounda. I
would once again have to back up my car — only
this time onto a moving ship. Miraculously, I man-
aged it without crashing and seven minutes later
was cruising along this quieter island with wilder
terrain.

In search of a lounge chair, I rolled into Beach

SEE PAROS ON PAGE 23

)

~ The sun sets in Naoussa, one
of Paros’ more lively towns for
dining, drinking and shopping.

SARA LIEBERMAN/For The Washington Post
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Paros:

FROM PAGE 22

House, a hotel and restaurant that rents
sun beds for about $12. I laid there for a
while, sipping a cafe frappé by the rocky
shore, before ordering a creamy plate of
labneh and bread.

When a group tour disembarked a yacht
at the property’s private dock, I took it as
my cue to move on. After driving up a
seemingly endless, winding road to the
island’s highest point, I then descended
278 feet into a cave where I was surround-
ed by stalagmites and stalactites dating
back millions of years. The cool temps
underground were a welcome relief from
the heat outside, though the hike back up
411 steps — and the two-lane cliff drive
back to the ferry dock — brought the
sweats back real fast.

Finally, it was that time of day where
the sun no longer feels too intense on salty
skin to sit directly in it, but you want
shade and a cool breeze anyway. I chose a
wooden table under some pine trees, steps
from the sea, at Thalassamou restaurant
in the town of Aliki back on the main is-
land. A furry feline hopped up onto my lap
as I tucked into a “kataifi nest,” tomatoes,
fried basil leaves and local goat cheese
wrapped in a hay-like pastry, and enjoyed
a rare moment of shared bliss.

I walked it off along the shore, the aqua
Aegean tickling my bare feet. As I made
my way to Aliki’s port, I saw giant fresh
octopuses hung out to dry by their tenta-
cles.

Despite all I had already snacked on
throughout the day, there was still one
restaurant I wanted to try, so I popped
back to the hotel for a quick refresh before
heading into town. Naoussa comes alive at
night, whether over by the port where the
fishing boats seem to bob along to the
music coming from the restaurants, or
inside the mazelike streets where bou-
tiques boast unique pottery and covetable
straw handbags.

Getting lost felt par for the course on my
way to find Statheros, a tucked-away,
farm-to-seaside-table restaurant. Once I
arrived, only the moonlight and a small
candle lit my menu, which listed so many
things I wanted to try but knew I couldn’t
finish on my own. I enlisted the help of
co-owner Giannis, who suggested I order
half-portions of a few items.

“I can do that?” I asked, feeling silly for
not having thought of this sooner.

“Of course you can,” he said. “You’ll be
fine.”

Whether at the wheel without a license
or at the table without a dining partner, as
long as I've got the desire to seek and
savor, I often am.

If you go

Where to stay

Parilio Hotel

Kolympithres, Naoussa, Paros

011-30-22840-51000

pariliohotelparos.com/

A member of Design Hotels, this 33-
suite boutique hotel just outside Naoussa
glows with natural light — no matter the
time of day. The arched doorways, con-
crete columns and whitewashed rooms
represent traditional Cycladic architec-
ture and feature a neutral color palette
with an occasional burst of blue and yel-
low. The pool is designed to mimic nearby
Monastiri beach known for its giant boul-

ders. The breakfast buffet, which is spread
out on five tables, is truly spectacular.
From about $772 per night.

Where to eat

Statheros

Naoussa, Paros

011-30-22840-51888

facebook.com/statherosmeze/

At family-run Statheros in Naoussa,
second-generation chef Konstatina Mano-
laki shows she has inherited cooking talent
from her mother, celebrity chef Argiro
Barbarigou, serving stewed chickpeas and
a cheese pie with thyme honey so good it’s
sinful. Go for sunset and sit at a table on
the pebbles. Main courses from about $17.

Thalassamou

Aliki Beach, Paros

011-30-2284-091461

facebook.com/thalassamourestaurant

There is no shortage of desirable places
to sit at this beachside restaurant on the
southern end of the island, just a quick
beach walk from the fishing village of
Aliki. But under the pine trees, close to the
sea, is the most idyllic. Main courses from
about $20.

Markakis

Drios, Paros

011-30-22840-42177

markakisrestaurant.gr/en/homel10/

This casual mom-and-pop taverna in the
small town of Drios on the island’s south
eastern end is ideal for a crispy Greek
salad with oregano-topped feta. You may
even get a complimentary ice cream bar
for dessert. Entrees from about $9.50.

Mr. E Restaurant

Kolympithres, Naoussa, Paros

011-30-22840-51000

pariliohotelparos.com/dining/

A destination in its own right, even if
you’re not staying at Parilio Hotel, this
gastronomic restaurant boasts an airy
setting for serving modern Mediterranean
dishes such as pappardelle zucchini with
mint pesto, grilled halloumi cheese and
grapes. Signature cocktails like the “Woo
Woo” with vodka, passion fruit and water-
melon are refreshing and buzz-inducing.
Entrees from about $17.

What to do

Kalogeros Beach

Located on the east side of the island,
this quiet swath of sand is known for its
clay-based boulders used to make mud
mixtures to rub on the skin as a smoothing
mask. Bring your own towel or sarong if
you want to stay for a DIY spa treatment
and sunbathing. But watch your stuff: The
tides come in fast. Free entry.

Lefkes

Paros’s original capital is smack dab in
the middle of the island, on a huge hill,
and reached by winding roads. Park at the
top, then follow stray cats through narrow
alleys blooming with fuchsia bougainvillea
and get lost on the stone streets dotted
with doorways of a bygone era.

Naoussa

This popular town is dotted with quirky
boutiques boasting locally crafted jewelry,
sandals and pareos, not to mention some
of the island’s best restaurants and bars.
Ditch the car on the outskirts and walk
within its mazelike stone streets and buzz-
ing summer scene.

Golden Beach

A bit further south, this longer beach
with mellow waves, features a variety of
clubs such as the Beach Project where you
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Fishing boats bob in Naoussa’s port during a September sunset.

Windmills have become iconic in Paros
and many other Greek Islands. This one
acts as a round-about between villages.

can rent lounge chairs and umbrellas and
order snacks and beverages for a full (or
half) day of worshiping Greek sun god
Helios. Free entry.

Antiparos

This smaller, sister island is accessible
only by ferry from the southwestern town
of Pounda. The terrain is a bit more wild
and the beaches even more secluded.
(Case in point: Tom Hanks and Rita Wil-
son reportedly have a house here.) Follow
signs for any of the beaches or pop into
Beach House to rent a lounge chair or
grab a cafe frappé. Ferry runs daily Mon-

R —
A colorful mermaid mural brightens up
whitewashed walls in Naoussa.

day to Sunday; see schedule for more
information. Ferry tickets $1.40 per pas-
senger and $7.50 (for cars less than 14 feet
in length), per car each way.
Katafygi Cave, Antiparos
antiparos.com/explore/antiparos-cave/
Up at the island’s highest point, this
ancient cave goes down 278 feet. Surround
yourself by stalagmites and stalactites and
get a refreshing dose of natural air condi-
tioning before hiking back up the 411
(somewhat slippery) steps. Open daily 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Entry about $7.15.
Information: paros.gr/en/
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WEEKEND: QUICK TRIPS

Ascending to the highest

Take an elevator ride at Tokyo's Skytree, Japan’s
tallest building, for sprawling views of the city below

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

he most interesting of many

intriguing spots in Skytree Park

in northeast Tokyo is the last one

that people can visit on high:
Floor 340 (so numbered for its metric
height) and its glass-bottomed floor.

The two panels of steel-reinforced glass,
each measuring 6 feet by 10 feet, can be
a joy for height enthusiasts ... and a bane
for acrophobiacs.

“Are you sure this is safe?” a Japanese
woman said during a recent visit, eyes
wide, hand covering mouth, as she tapped
a toe against the glass and gazed anxiously
at the Skytree guide.

“Oh, don’t worry, it’s very safe,” the
guide said, jumping up and down a few
times on one of the panels.

Reassured, the woman agreed to be
photographed by the Skytree Tembo Deck
staff, her feet on the glass panels, the
ground 1,115 feet below, in plain view
through the glass, as she smiled and
flashed twin peace signs for the camera.

From there, the staff took her and sever-
al others down to ground level, via high-
speed elevators that whisk passengers
hundreds of feet up and down in a matter
of seconds, 365 days a year since Skytree
opened to the public on May 22, 2012.

Those elevators propelled an average of
about 400,000 visitors per month to the
tower’s observation decks until April 2020,
when the coronavirus pandemic put a
serious dent in those numbers, according
to The Mainichi newspaper.

Skytree stretches 2,080 feet from the
ground to the transmission tower in its
topmost turret. It displaced Tokyo Tower,
opened in 1958, as the tallest structure in
Japan at 1,092 feet.

When it opened, Skytree became the
second-highest structure in the world
behind Burj Khalifa (2,716 feet) in Dubai
and just ahead of Shanghai Tower (2,073
feet) in China.

For visitors coming from U.S. bases in
the Kanto Plain, public trains and subways
are the wisest choice to get to Skytree;
drivers will find a lack of parking there.

Oshiage Station, accessible via the Han-
zomon and Asakusa subway lines, is the
preferred final destination.

After a short walk from Oshiage Station,
you’ll find the big Tokyo Skytree Town
sign on the wall above, where the journey
begins on several escalators. It can be a

On The QT

Directions: A short walk from Oshiage Station on
the Hanzomon and Asakusa subway lines.
Times: Skytree is open 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily,
last entry 7 p.m.

Costs: A Skytree combo ticket to both observa-
tion decks is 3,100 yen for adults, 2,350 yen for
ages 12 to0 17, 1,450 yen for ages 6 to 11. Prices
are higher on weekends.

Sumida Aquarium: 2,300 yen for adults, 1,700
yen for high school students, 1,100 yen for mid-
dle-school and elementary students, 700 yen for
children 3 and older.

Food: The complex has myriad dining options
available.

Information: www.tokyo-skytree.jp/en/; www.su-
mida-aquarium.com/en/index.html

Dave Ornauer

maze but follow the signs to the ticket
counters on the fourth level.

Purchase a ticket on that fourth deck for
the elevator ride, on which you’ll feel a
slight G-force pull. Your ears may pop,
much like they do during an aircraft take-
off and landing.

Your first stop is Tembo Deck, with its
three floors, 350, 345 and 340. Glass panels
on all sides provide a panoramic view of
the city. On a clear day, one can see Mount
Fuji far to the southwest, aided by a high-
resolution telescope.

Want a view from even higher? Pur-
chase a ticket for all floors at the start, or
buy one for the top decks while on Floor
350.

Back to the elevator you go for a quick
ride up to Tembo Galleria, Floor 450, and
views of Tokyo and even farther.

You might pick out Yokosuka Naval
Base, Yokota Air Base, Naval Air Facility
Atsugi and Camp Zama, each visible from
the tower on a clear day, and again aided
by a high-res telescope.

Had enough of the heights yet? The first
stop on the way back down is Floor 340 —
and the celebrated/dreaded glass floor
bottom. And finally, via that same elevator
that makes those ears fill up again, a re-
turn ride en route to the ground and base-
ment levels.

And how many levels there are! Plus, a
whole gaggle more in Skytree Park’s 31-
story East Tower next door. There are
shops galore, where one can find the latest
fashions, a Tokyo Olympics apparel store,
a Pokemon center and a whole shop dedi-
cated to Hello Kitty.

Restaurants? What’s your pleasure?
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Tokyo Skytree stretches 2,080 feet from the ground to the transmission tower in its
topmost turret. It displaced Tokyo Tower at 1,092 feet as the tallest structure in Japan.

Anything from a grab-and-go at McDo-
nald’s, Starbucks or Tully’s for a few
hundred yen, to the most top-shelf elegant
of international delicacies, Italian, French,
Chinese.

Had your fill of heights but still not
enough sightseeing? There is just as much
to be seen underwater in the Sumida
Aquarium, a few hundred yards west past
the entrance to Skytree.

The aquarium’s two floors are home to
some 260 species and 7,000 different types
of sea life, ranging from jellyfish to pen-
guins, seals to coral reefs, all in a black-
light setting.

Admission to the tower and aquarium
set me back 5,400 yen, or $49, a meal at a
high-class Italian bistro 8,400 yen, com-
memorative images 3,000 yen (print and
download), and the subway from the New
Sanno Hotel and back just under 600 yen.

To take in all of it, one might need a full
day, and prepare for the ol’ feet to be sore
at day’s end. Whether one likes heights or
doesn’t, that view through the glass-bottom
floor could be unforgettable.

ornauer.dave@stripes.com

Twitter @DaveOrnauer

Stars and Stripes reporter Hana Kusumoto contributed to this
report.
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WEEKEND: TRAVEL

Sip, rest
and revive

How tea became part of
Australia’s travel culture

By RiLEy WiLsoN
Special to The Washington Post

long Australia’s 9,000-mile Highway 1 — a

ribbon of asphalt that connects all the country’s

major cities and is the longest national highway

in the world — there are a smattering of rest
stops. On long weekends or the weeks of school breaks,
cars will pull away from the throng in search of a hot
beverage, following a road sign featuring a cup and sau-
cer.

These sites, named Driver Reviver, are staffed by vol-
unteers from community organizations, serving up free
tea, biscuits and conversations to those driving long dis-
tances.

“A cup of tea is a very important part of the Australian
road trip,” says Allan McCormac, the national director of
Driver Reviver. “It always was, and it always will be.”

In non-pandemic times, the 180 stops across the main-
land and Tasmania deliver hot cups of tea to over 400,000
people traveling the nation’s roads annually. McCormac,
80 this year, estimates they have served over 26 million
cups of tea (and coffee) since 1990.

“The concept of Australians providing refreshments
and rest for weary travelers probably goes back to the
coach days,” McCormac says. “It’s common for country
people to offer hospitality. That concept still persisted in
the days when cars became more common ... It was very
common for people traveling — even maybe a long day
trip, let alone on holidays — to call in to cafes all over
Australia, that were open in little country towns and vil-
lages, to stop for a cup of tea.”

Many of those cups have been served to itinerant holi-
day drivers, hauling from state to
state with restless Kkids in the
back seat. Driver Reviver’s main
goal is to ensure travelers can
“stop, revive, survive” and con-
tinue driving alert and refreshed.
The additional benefit is the
sense of community.

“We don’t provide lids. We
don’t encourage people to take a
hot beverage in the car while
they’re driving,” McCormac
says. “We get people to stop and enjoy a cup of tea while
they’re at the site ... and learn a bit more about the area
they’re in.”

Tea is ingrained in Australian culture, from the tinc-
tures and tonics of First Nations Australian communities
for tens of thousands of years to the wartime tea rations
supplied to Australian and New Zealand troops during
World Wars I and II to the influx and happy adoption of
Asian tea trends such as tapioca-heavy bubble tea and
Japanese-style green teas, now grown in Victoria. It’s
even present in “Waltzing Matilda,” a song written in
1895 by Australian bush poet Banjo Paterson about a
wandering traveler, considered by some to be Australia’s
unofficial national anthem.

“From the get-go in 1788, tea helped fuel the expansion
of colonial Australia and its rural and metropolitan econo-
my — at first native alternatives to imported tea and then
Chinese and later India tea,” says Jacqui Newling, a culi-
nary historian and Sydney Living Museum curator. “Tea
was, and for many people now, most definitely a commu-
nity experience in Australia. Putting material trappings
aside, it was accessible in some form or another across all
classes. ... All one needed was boiling water.”

But while Australia’s climate makes it well suited for

“A cup of tea is a very
important part of the
Australian road trip.”

National director of Driver Reviver

CHLoE HoLLibAy, AUSTCS/The Washington Post

Green-tea fields in the Victorian Alpine region. The Australian climate is ideal for growing a variety of teas.

growing tea, logistical and structural issues plague the
growth of the sector, says David Lyons, founding director
of the Australian Tea Cultural Society (AUSTCS).

Right now there are a handful of plantations, with the
largest tea-growing regions situated in far-north Queen-
sland and northeast Victoria. In the former, there is the
790-acre Nerada plantation. As lore goes, the four Cutten
brothers — the first white settlers in an area that had
been solely occupied by the Djiru people, who are the
traditional custodians of the land — established a tea,
coffee and fruit plantation in Bingil Bay in the 1880s. It
was then battered by tropical storms until nothing re-
mained. In the 1950s, Allan Maruff — a botanist and phy-
sician — visited the area and found the lost tea plants. He
took clippings home to Innisfail in Queensland, and he
started what would become the Nerada tea plantations.

These days, Nerada’s tea rooms are open to visitors,
welcoming guests from around the world to the site,
which processes 3.3 million pounds of tea annually. Do-
mestic tourism has been a boon for regional tea shops,
too. In the country town of Berry
on the southern coast of New South
Wales, the shop sells 48 different
teas and also serves them, at sit-
down tables and in decorative
teapots, with homemade cakes and
scones.

“Our weekdays now are more
like what weekends were. We have
a lot more visitors to the south
coast, which means there are a lot
more people walking around the
store,” owner Paulina Collier says. “We’ve had people
who would say, ‘T've even driven from Sydney for the day.
I just want to come and have tea and scones.””

The Berry Tea Shop is focused on providing a “country
tea experience,” complete with loose-leaf tea and pots
fashioned on British tea culture. Educating people about
the joy of tea is one of Collier’s goals. It’s one for Grace
Freitas, too. She started her tea company, the Tea Nomad,
with travel as the core focus. She was living in Singapore,
with an idea for a tea-focused blog and a passion for trav-
el, when she decided to experiment with blending her
own teas.

Freitas, who runs her small business out of Sydney,
wants her teas — Provence, Shanghai and Sydney — to
represent the experiences of the cities they’re named
after, through scent, taste and feeling. Freitas sees irony
in the general national approach to hot beverages in
cafes: using tea bags often and having greater awareness
about coffee.

It’s a frustration Lyons shares. For a country built on
tea consumption, and with so many Australians being so
particular about the way they take tea at home, the endur-
ing national sentiment in cafes, Lyons says, puts tea in the
back of the proverbial cupboard.

Allan McCormac

RAcHAEL TAGG PHOTOGRAPHY/The Washington Post

The Berry Tea Shop provides a “country tea experience”
with loose-leaf tea in British inspired tea pots.

In the 1950s, Lyons says, “Australia was one of the top
consumers of tea.” There were times when tea was ra-
tioned to keep up with demand. Pots of loose-leaf tea in
establishments were commonplace.

“The tea bag, which came into its own in Australia in
the 1970s, although much maligned for taking the ritual
out of tea-making, has added to the portability and ease of
making a cuppa at home, in the workplace and when
traveling,” says Newling, the historian.

A team from AUSTCS is working on an app that will
enable travelers to find venues serving “proper tea”
across the country. The ideal, Lyons says, is to change the
perception of tea and meet growing consumer demand.

“If you’re traveling along and you hit a town ... if you
could literally pop on [the app] and it shows ‘real tea
served here,” that would be so much easier,” he says.
“People would be able to go, ‘Okay, what’s in the Potts
Point, Edgecliff area?’, read a couple of the recommenda-
tions and reviews, and then make a decision.”
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WEEKEND: FOOD

Social media content worth eating up

Restaurants, TikTokers
helped each other
survive the pandemic

By NaTACHI ONWUAMAEGBU
The Washington Post
t’s really quite simple, food
blogger Caroline Ponseti
explains while nodding her
head toward the tall ferns
nestled within carefully selected
ceramic pots that dot the stair-
well. A good TikTok restaurant
review must have one of two
things: some level of camera-
grabbing aesthetics (which this
Mediterranean restaurant has
plenty of) or a good story. Lucki-
ly for her, Sospeso, on Washing-
ton’s H Street NE, has both.

Ponseti leaves her booth —
complimentary vermouth cock-
tail in hand — then stands in
front of the stairs and raises her
glass to the 13,000 followers on
her account, @TheThriftySpoon.
Later, she adds a voice-over
reminding them to “hit that fol-
low button for more D.C. dining.”

The relationship between a
TikTok food blogger and restau-
rant is a complex one, but in
most cases, it’s a business deal.
The influencer gets free food and
content for their channel, and the
restaurant gets to reach an audi-
ence most advertisers can’t:
young people on TikTok. At the
height of the coronavirus pan-
demic, restaurants were closing
at record numbers and letting go
of employees; meanwhile, on
social media, food bloggers such
as Ponseti were struggling to find
material.

As restaurants were forced to
get creative with takeout options
and delivery services, so were
food bloggers. With TikTokers
gaining a broader audience dur-
ing the pandemic — a Pew Re-
search Center study in April
found that 21% of U.S. adults say
they use TikTok, including about
S0% of 18- to 29-year-olds — food
bloggers used the platform to
highlight small food businesses
that needed exposure more than
ever.

The result: Some restaurants
and food bloggers survived the
pandemic — together.

“Restaurants have grown to
like the social media [marketing]
space more,” said Aba Kwawu,
president of D.C.-based TAA
Public Relations. “It’s not just
pretty. It is now core to busi-
ness.”

Kwawu’s goal was always to
bring people into brick-and-
mortar storefronts. Forced to
pivot during the pandemic, she
encouraged businesses to send
meals to influencers, promote
takeout cocktails — do anything
to get people to know the busi-

NATAcHI ONWUAMAEGBU/The Washington Post

Food blogger Caroline Ponseti raises a glass to her TikTok followers while filming a restaurant review at
Sospeso in Washington, D.C., on June 27. Ponseti used the story of the restaurant to grow her following
while Sospeso used Ponseti’s following to attract customers, especially during the pandemic.

ness was out there and needed
help. TikTokers ate up the con-
tent (literally), and businesses
noticed an increase in customers.

Ponseti, who created her Tik-
Tok account in February, first
contacted the owner of Sospeso
in 2017, the same year she start-
ed her blog and the restaurant
had its grand opening. The initial
connection was easy: Ponseti
wanted a story to grow her fol-
lowing, and Sospeso wanted to
attract customers. Ponseti fea-
tured the restaurant on her In-
stagram several times in recent
years, then in March 2020, when
the restaurant was forced to
close, she highlighted Sospeso’s
takeout options.

“It really helps, you know?”

said Hatice Rosato, who owns
Sospeso with her husband, Mike
Rosato. “I had people coming and
telling me, ‘Oh, by the way, ’'m a
friend of Caroline’s,’ or ‘I saw her
TikTok and wanted to come in.”

Most influencers are either
paid or have their meal comped
in return for a quick feature
(Ponseti paid only a tip during
her latest visit to Sospeso), but
restaurants find that this gamble
can pay off.

Alex Hussein, the owner of
@DCSpot, another food blog and
TikTok account, featured his
uncle and aunt’s business on his
TikTok account in April. Mom’s
Pizza Restaurant in suburban
Arlington, Va., had just been
robbed and was about to close

after 32 years.

“That video got over 500,000
views — it blew up,” said Hus-
sein, a student at George Mason
University. “Lots of locals saw it.
My family said they were packed
with people the next day and the
days after that until they closed
the place.”

His uncle’s restaurant wasn’t
especially aesthetically appeal-
ing, Hussein said, so he had to
rely on the story. With more than
40,000 TikTok followers, he
knows what kinds of videos go
viral. It’s important to grab a
user’s attention in the first few
seconds — people tend to scroll
away fast.

“Tell people what they want to
know,” said Hussein, who works

as a freelance social media con-
sultant. “Tell them the interest-
ing parts, and show off the good-
looking parts.”

New York City-based TikTok
influencer Janneh Konneh tries
to keep her restaurant reviews to
less than 30 seconds. Those are
the ones that perform the best.

“You’ve got to know what are
people looking for,” said Konneh,
whose TikTok account has more
than 45,000 followers. “The food
and the camera angles and all is
what keeps them intrigued in the
video.” The story is what gets
them there.

Konneh started her account at
the beginning of the pandemic,
and she has had to continuously
adapt. She began by filming her
favorite takeout options before
venturing to outdoor dining and
eventually bars, bottomless
brunches and rooftops.

Her restaurant reviews usually
begin the same way: Konneh
films herself walking into the
restaurant, panning over whatev-
er exposed brick, plants, paint-
ings or bright lights surround the
doorway. Then there’s the aerial
view of the food (always vegetar-
ian) and a short panning video of
her cocktail(s). They’re compell-
ing and brief — viewers are in
and out of the restaurant with a
drink, starter and entree in less
than a half-minute.

The TikTokers who continue to
succeed during and after the
pandemic have to be adept at
following the trends, Kwawu
said. Gaining viewers is easy, but
keeping them is difficult. One
thing that has worked, Kwawu
noted, is that influencers have
used the pandemic as an oppor-
tunity to get personal — about
the restaurants they love, their
political views and their lives.

“Now, I always look for influ-
encers who know how to human-
ize restaurants,” Kwawu said.
“That’s what social media brings
to the table.”

To do that successfully, some-
times close relationships are
necessary — like the one be-
tween Sospeso and Ponseti. In
her TikTok feature, she pans
through the restaurant’s em-
bossed front windows and tells
the Rosatos’ story. They’re “a
neighborhood couple that wanted
to open a restaurant that reflects
their respective Italian and Turk-
ish heritages.”

Ponseti doesn’t normally in-
terview the restaurateurs, but in
this case she had met the owners
and, more than anything, wanted
them to succeed.

“It’s definitely a symbiotic
relationship; one could not exist
without the other,” she said.
“Everyone was feeling helpless
last year, and this gave me a way
to do some good.”
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WEEKEND: BOOKS

By MARK WHITAKER

Special to The Washington Post

all them Woodward

rules. For 40 years,

legendary Washington

Post investigative re-
porter Bob Woodward has been
turning out books offering scoop-
filled, behind-the-scenes accounts
of recent presidential adminis-
trations based on off-the-record
interviews with key players. Of a
younger generation of reporters
who have sought to emulate
Woodward, few have been as
successful as his Pulitzer Prize-
winning Post colleagues, investi-
gative staff writer Carol Leonnig
and former White House bureau
chief Philip Rucker, authors of
one of the richest fly-on-the wall
chronicles of the first years of the
Trump administration, “A Very
Stable Genius.”

Now Leonnig and Rucker are
back with a book on the last year
of President Donald Trump’s
reign, also with a title inspired by
one of the former president’s
grandiose utterances: “I Alone
Can Fix It.” As the authors argue
in their introduction, it’s a vital
sequel, given the momentous
public health, racial and electoral
crises that unfolded during
Trump’s bid for a second term.
Like their first book, this one is
filled with vivid, often alarming,
occasionally humorous recon-
structions of private White House
meetings, complete with enough
F-bombs to fill an episode of the
classic HBO series “Deadwood.”
But more than ever, it raises a
question for readers of this and
similar Woodward-style books
coming out this summer and fall:
How much skepticism should be
applied to versions of events
based primarily on the anony-
mous testimony of protagonists in
the story — many of whom, in this
case, are trying to soften history’s
judgment of their roles in the
mishandling of a pandemic that
has killed more than a half a mil-
lion Americans, as well as a “big
lie” about the 2020 election that
led to the gravest political in-
surrection since the Civil War?

One Woodward rule is that
those promises of anonymity and
a novelistic narrative style excuse
reporters-turned-book-writers
from the usual journalistic re-
quirements of attribution. But the
format itself — such as the ap-
pearance of verbatim dialogue
and interior thoughts — provides
ample clues as to which charac-
ters played ball. Based on that
evidence, dozens of top Trump
administration officials and aides
cooperated with the authors in
order to put distance between
themselves and the former presi-
dent’s most egregious actions, as
well as to settle scores with Rudy
Giuliani and White House aide
Stephen Miller, both of whom are
resented by virtually everyone
else for their arrogant meddling
and stoking of Trump’s basest
impulses. Among the longtime
enablers who are depicted as

JaBIN BoTsFoRD/The Washington Post

President Donald Trump speaks at the White House early in the morning after Election Day in 2020.

UID PRO QUO

Dozens of Trump officials, aides cooperated
with the authors of ‘| Alone Can Fix It’ to distance
themselves from the president in his final year

attempting to get Trump to back
off the “big lie,” or to intervene to
stop the Jan. 6 riot, are White
House aides Pat Cipollone and
Hope Hicks, and former aide
Kellyanne Conway; allies Chris
Christie and Lindsey Graham;
and, predictably, the image-con-
scious first daughter.

Whether personally or through
close aides, Mike Pence provided
enough anecdotal detail for a
dramatic, newsworthy account of
his last-minute acquisition of a
spine in the face of Trump’s at-
tempt to bully him into stopping
the electoral college certification.
As rioters breached the Capitol
and roamed the hallways shout-
ing, “Hang Mike Pence!,” the vice
president was evacuated to “a
secured subterranean area,” the
authors report. But when the head
of his security detail, Tim Giebels,
tried to persuade him to wait
inside an armored limousine,

Like their first book, this one is filled
with vivid, often alarming, occasionally
humorous reconstructions of private
White House meetings, complete with
enough F-bombs to fill an episode of the
classic HBO series “Deadwood.”

Pence refused, suspecting that the
Secret Service would try to drive
him to safety, making him look
like either a conspirator or a cow-
ard unwilling to carry out his
constitutional duty to ratify Joe
Biden’s victory.

Based on their own self-serving
testimony but presumably also on
corroborative reporting by Leon-
nig and Rucker, three other major
players get more favorable treat-
ment than conventional wisdom
might suggest. In public, Robert
Redfield, the head of the Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, came across as a dour waf-
fler who allowed his agency’s
long-held reputation for inde-
pendence to be trashed by
Trump’s attempts to wish away
the coronavirus crisis. But in this
account, Redfield was a private
truth teller who — having taken a
big pay cut to accept the CDC
post, the authors inform us —

recognized the severity of the
pandemic earlier than most of his
colleagues did and eventually
went over the heads of Health and
Human Services Secretary Alex
Azar and White House officials to
appeal for emergency funds for
vaccine distribution.

Some readers may balk at see-
ing Bill Barr get credit for any-
thing, and with good reason. The
former attorney general deserves
to be forever remembered for
helping Trump falsely claim
exoneration by the Mueller report
and for corrupting the Justice
Department in the service of
protecting the president’s friends
and pursuing his partisan aims.
But in this account, when Trump
toyed with invoking the Insurrec-
tion Act to put down Black Lives
Matter protests in the summer of

2020, Barr stood firm against it.
And after the election, in key
public statements and in several
tense private confrontations, Barr
drew the line at supporting the
“big lie,” depriving Trump of
backup in his desperate attempt
to mount legal challenges to vot-
ing results in the states that put
Biden over the top.

The most sympathetic of these
burnished portraits is of Gen.
Mark Milley, the chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff. To his for-
mer-Catholic-schoolboy shame,
Milley participated, in uniform, in
Trump’s infamous Bible photo op
after the violent clearing of La-
fayette Square. After that “wake-
up call,” the authors write, Milley
told aides: “He burned me. F—
these guys. I’'m not playing politi-
cal games.” From then on, Milley
joined Barr in opposing the
scheme to unleash the military on
Black Lives Matter protesters.
And as Trump installed “aco-
lytes” at the Pentagon after the
election, Milley stayed on to
guard against a scenario in which
they would go along with an at-
tempt to cling to power through
force.

Fortunately, it never came to
that, although questions remain
about what role some of those
Pentagon loyalists played in the
delayed security response to the
Jan. 6 riot. While refusing to con-
cede defeat, Trump eventually
relinquished power peacefully
and departed for his home at
Mar-a-Lago. Seventy days later,
he sat down with Leonnig and
Rucker at the posh Florida resort
for an on-the-record interview
that was scheduled for an hour
but rambled on for more than two
and a half. Surrounded by hang-
ers-on and endorsement seekers,
Trump was as aggrieved and
vengeful as ever, whining about
the “rigged and ... stolen” election
and lashing out at onetime allies
and aides who wouldn’t go all the
way in supporting his bids to deny
science and overturn democracy.

In keeping with Woodward
rules, the Mar-a-Lago interview
provides a cinematic epilogue to
the book, evoking the rantings of
an exiled King Lear or the delu-
sions of washed-up silent-movie
star Norma Desmond in “Sunset
Boulevard.” But it also serves to
underscore what’s missing in this
kind of “rough draft of history,” in
addition to self-reflection on the
journalistic quid pro quos in-
volved in the genre. That is, any
discussion of the larger social
forces that made Trump’s rise
possible: the backlash against
America’s growing demographic
diversity, the working-class re-
sentment of globalism and cultur-
al elitism, and the emotional ap-
peal of nativism and authoritar-
ianism. As the former president
prattles this book to its conclu-
sion, one is left with the sense that
future historians will find Trum-
pism a far more consequential
subject of study than the petty
tyrant himself.
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John Mayer
Sob Rock (Columbia)

ohn Mayer’s savvy use of Insta-
gram and TikTok has made him
one of the very few over-40 guitar
wizards to connect with kids from
the generation (or two) behind his. Yet it’s
easy to imagine that the most meaningful
engagement he’s had on social media
lately came with somebody in his mid-60s.

“Killer new track John,” Steve Lukath-
er of Toto wrote in a comment on Mayer’s
June 9 Instagram post about his latest
studio album, “Sob Rock,” and its lead
single, “Last Train Home.” Lukather, an
architect of the highly chillaxed soft-rock
sound developed in Los Angeles in the
early 1980s, went on to praise Mayer’s
“tasty playing” and to say that “Last Train
Home” had the makings of “a smash” —
the ultimate proof of concept for Mayer’s
homage to the era of soulful white dudes,
pastel color schemes and Bret Easton
Ellis bestsellers.

A pop heartthrob with a comedian’s wit
and an instrumentalist’s chops, Mayer, 43,
says he took up this style — think Don
Henley, Steve Winwood, synthed-up
Fleetwood Mac, non-God-mode Eric Clap-
ton — because he found it comforting
during the pandemic to be reminded of
music he heard in his youth. You also get
the sense, given his pre-COVID stint tour-
ing with members of the Grateful Dead,
that he was eager to flex different muscles
— and to hook into an already-blooming
’80s revival that counts Tame Impala and
Thundercat among its practitioners. (A
recent essay in GQ referred to this aes-
thetic, with its spirit of coolly laid-back
adulthood, as “Spago rock” after Wolf-
gang Puck’s iconic LA eatery.)

From its picture-perfect album cover
on down, though, “Sob Rock” — Mayer’s

John Mayer’s love letter to soft rock o T o

so crisply rendered that it achieves an

SIS more than just easy nostalgia L e
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circumstances. In an interview with the
Blackbird Spyplane newsletter, the singer

¥ spoke with characteristic precision about
‘BY MIKAEL WooD : his vision, saying his goal was to “make a
LosAngeles Times o A new record from archival cloth” — to
4 e R “find a way not to reproduce something,”
he added, “but continue to produce it
from the original loom.”
Inspired, he’s said, by Quentin Taranti-
no’s casting various OGs in his movies,
Mayer recruited ’80s studio standouts like
keyboardist Greg Phillinganes and per-

; Cali.os'Serrao SEE TASTY ON PAGE 29
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Tasty: Tribute
full of solid tunes

FROM PAGE 28

cussionist Lenny Castro to com-
plement his usual players; their
work provides just the right spar-
kle and groove to conjure the
moment when blues-based rock
was giving way to something
shinier and more synthetic — a
sonic manifestation of the af-
fluent optimism of the day. (Don
Was co-produced the album with
Mayer.)

Of course, Mayer’s expert
world-building — the latest act of
curation by this discerning col-
lector of high-end wristwatches
— wouldn’t be nearly as fun to
take part in if he didn’t fill the
place with solid tunes, and “Sob
Rock” has plenty of those. A
restless romancer once known
for his willingness to Kkiss and
tell, Mayer here addresses his
reputation as a crummy partner:
“Some people 'round here been
calling me crazy/ Some people
say I’ll never love someone,” he
sings in “Til the Right One
Comes,” which shimmers like an
outtake from “Tango in the
Night.”

But he also presents himself as
a sensitive man who’s been mis-
handled by women; more than
one song depicts him in a heroic
light for having used those expe-
riences to learn to change his
ways, which feels like a very Don
Henley approach to maturity.

As with Henley, what brings
you around to Mayer’s side is his
songwriting — the luscious melo-
dies in “Why You No Love Me”
and the Dire Straits-ish “Wild
Blue” and the vivid images in
“Carry Me Away” (”You carni-
vore, you loose cannon”) and
“New Light,” where his self-pity
takes this gorgeous shape: “I'm
the boy in your other phone/
Lighting up inside your drawer
at home, all alone.”

In the wistful “Shot in the
Dark,” one of several tunes with
backing vocals from country star
Maren Morris, Mayer longs for
an ex by rhyming “I want you in
the worst way” with “Is the gate
code still your birthday?” — an
instant-classic addition to the
ranks of great monied LA love
songs.

Then there’s “Shouldn’t Matter
But It Does,” a strummy, slow-
mo ballad about another broken
relationship in which he ponders
what might’ve been: “It could
have been always / It could have
been me / We could have been
busy naming baby number
three.”

Mayer’s sore-throat voice
sounds so cooled-out in that one
that you can almost picture him
lying down as he sings. But with
a wink of his eye — or, wait, is
that a tear? — the tender and
knowing “Sob Rock” is his testa-
ment to how hard it is getting
easy right.

The continued impact of Roy Hargrove

By SHANNON J. EFFINGER
Special to The Washington Post
oy Hargrove was a
gateway into jazz. For
younger listeners who
respected the tradition
but felt it lacked a tangible con-
nection to the present, the jazz
trumpeter — who emerged as a
blazing talent in the 1990s — was
able to delicately straddle hard-
bop and hip-hop, serving as a
generational translator for the
genre.

Early in his career, he estab-
lished himself as a seamless
connector of different sounds
without ever compromising the
integrity of his musicianship. “If
you grew up in the 1970s and
1980s, there’s no way you could
avoid playing funk or hip-hop,”
says bassist Christian McBride,
one of Hargrove’s good friends
and frequent collaborators.

“We got a lot of criticism from
older musicians,” McBride con-
tinued. “It was from them where
the words actually carried the
most weight. But even still, we
just kind of collectively looked at
each other like, ‘Man, we got to
do this. How are we not going to
play with D’Angelo? How are we
not going to play with the Roots?’
Everybody knows how much I
love James Brown — I’m not
ever going to avoid that, as a
matter of principle. We’re ‘funk
children.” We can’t get rid of
that.”

Alongside artists like McBride,
Nicholas Payton, Marc Cary and
Joshua Redman, Hargrove shep-
herded a new vanguard for the
genre, one that could not be de-
fined by the era in which it was
created nor limited by it. Jazz
itself is built on the careers of the
musicians who pushed its bound-
aries; Hargrove and his contem-
poraries helped ensure that a
new generation’s experiences
were both valid and had a right-
ful place within this music’s
continuum. Hargrove died in
2018 at the age of 49, and this
month sees the release of “In
Harmony,” the first archival
recording released since his
death. A collaboration with pian-
ist Mulgrew Miller (who died at
age 57 in 2013), the album serves
as an opportunity to look at Har-
grove’s sizable — and lasting and
growing — legacy.

Born in Waco, Texas, before
moving to Dallas as a child, a
young Hargrove became ob-
sessed with the trumpet and
eventually attended Booker T.
Washington High School for the
Performing and Visual Arts, an
arts magnet with other notable
alumni such as Norah Jones,
Edie Brickell and future Soul-
quarians collaborator Erykah
Badu. When Hargrove was 16,
Wynton Marsalis heard him play
and invited him to perform with
him at a local gig.

Wouter Hogendorp

Early in his career, jazz trumpeter Roy Hargrove established himself as a seamless connector of different
sounds without ever compromising the integrity of his musicianship.

“In Harmony” is the music of Roy
Hargrove and Mulgrew Miller.
I’s an appreciation of the
trumpeter, accompanied by a
pianist with whom he had a
special connection.

“He played with an unusual
and infectious combination of
fire, honesty, and sweet inno-
cence,” recalled Marsalis of their
initial meeting in a tribute blog
post after the trumpeter’s death.
“The first time I heard him, it
was clear, he was an absolute
natural with phenomenal ears, a
great memory, and tremendous
dexterity on our instrument.”

After just 18 months at Berklee
College of Music in Boston, Har-
grove transferred to the New
School, as he was already a fix-
ture at New York jam sessions
(which continued even after he
became a star). He fielded many
label offers and ultimately signed
with Novus, a jazz imprint of
RCA, where he released a num-
ber of albums as leader between
1989 and 1994, including “Dia-
mond In The Rough” and “The
Vibe.” Although there were var-
ying iterations of his earlier
groups, his original core quintet
featured Rodney Whitaker on
bass, Greg Hutchinson on drums,
saxophonist Antonio Hart and
pianist Marc Cary. Hargrove’s
later recordings for Verve found
him his most fame; the earlier

work recorded for Novus was
crucial to his artistic develop-
ment.

“In Harmony” marks the only
duet album from Hargrove and
Miller. Taken from concerts on
Jan. 16, 2006, at Merkin Concert
Hall/Kaufman Music Center in
New York and Sept. 11, 2007, at
Lafayette College in Easton, Pa.,
it is being released in partnership
with Resonance Records and
both of the late musicians’ es-
tates.

“Mulgrew was one of the main
arteries of the New York jazz
scene,” says McBride. “He was
the most beautiful friend and big
brother that all of us could have.
And his playing, dare I say, was
superior — he was one of the
leading voices on the piano for
his entire life. So it only makes
sense that those two made a
recording together because (of)
their similar sensitivities to the
music and similar language —
they both had a deep love of the
American songbook.”

“In Harmony” renders a
touching nod to their frequent
collaborations at the beloved jazz
club Bradley’s in Greenwich
Village but also honors the bond
Hargrove shared with the musi-
cians he worked with, notably his
pianists — Cary, Gerald Clayton,
Jon Batiste and Sullivan Fortner
among them.

“It is an interesting observa-
tion that there is that special
connection between trumpet
players and pianists,” said Clay-
ton. “The trumpet is maybe sort
of the closest to being a vocalist,
as far as instruments go, and
there’s been a strong relationship
between vocalists and pianists
throughout history — that’s a
match made in heaven.”

Hargrove died of cardiac ar-
rest on Nov. 2, 2018, after suf-

fering from kidney disease for
more than a decade. Aside from
family members, one of the few
people to see him before he died
was saxophonist and lifelong
collaborator Justin Robinson.

“My last performance with
him was the night before his
birthday,” Robinson recalls of a
concert just a few weeks before
Hargrove’s death. “On that par-
ticular night, he played as good
as I ever remembered him play-
ing. He had been having prob-
lems with his teeth, like minor
trumpet problems. But that
night, it was almost like he was
back; I mean, he played wonder-
fully that night.”

Rather than recede during his
final years as his illness wors-
ened, Hargrove stayed active. He
toured regularly and continued
to serve as a mentor; his late-
night residency at Smalls Jazz
Club was a regular spot where he
helped young talent. Hargrove’s
influence reaches beyond his
own body of work — there’s the
Jazz Gallery, a nonprofit jazz
venue he helped launch more
than 25 years ago, to his contri-
butions on albums by D’Angelo,
Common and Badu that both
fortified and re-envisioned the
bond between hip-hop and jazz.
These collaborations not only
helped elevate the role of sam-
pling but created something else
far more organic and original,
positioning instrumentalists at
the front and as equals with the
marquee artists.

“In Harmony” is a reminder
that for all of those extracurric-
ulars, one of the best ways to
appreciate Hargrove remains
him in his element — the trum-
pet playing that turned him from
virtuoso to visionary, accompa-
nied by a pianist with whom he
had a special connection.
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0ld ways skewered

with song and dance

Classic Broadway norms clash with modern
sensibilities in genre-bending ‘Schmigadoon!’

By MARKk KENNEDY

Associated Press

pair of modern-day hikers

step out of the woods and into

a town where they are greet-

ed by something strange:

suspiciously friendly resi-
dents who burst into a high-kicking, knee-
slapping group welcome song.

“What is this and why is music coming
from everywhere?” says one of the hikers
in disbelief. “It’s like if ‘The Walking
Dead’ was also ‘Glee.”

So starts the charming, genre-bending
Apple TV+ comedy “Schmigadoon!,”
which combines Cecily Strong with Kee-
gan-Michael Key and finds hilarity in the
clash between modern sensibilities and
classic Broadway musical theater norms.

“This is not a show that is only for musi-
cal audiences. I love that it is for musical
audiences so much, but I think it’s special
and I think it’s genuinely very funny and I
think it’s genuinely very sweet,” Strong
says. “In that way, I think it’s kind of can
be for everybody.”

The town of Schmigadoon is stuck in the
overly cheery Technicolor age, where two
hotel rooms cost $1 — unmarried couples
should never sleep in one bed, of course —
and residents suddenly sing about corn
pudding to the astonishment of the strang-
ers.

“Oh no. It’s a song. You just started
another song,” Key’s character exclaims
to his partner at one point.

Behavior typical in apple-cheeked musi-
cals from the 1940s and ’S0s is skewered,
like when one resident flips his mate over
and gives her a smack on her behind dur-
ing a group dance number.

“No, no, that’s not OK! Unless it’s con-
sensual,” says Strong’s character.

Cinco Paul, who co-created and co-
wrote the series with Ken Daurio, said he
adores old musicals but also knows that
they’re often highly problematic in parts
and wanted to explore the tension.

“I would be thrilled to be stuck in a
musical town,” he says. “But I also am
hyper-aware of the things that are just not

ApPPLE TV+/AP

Cecily Strong, left, and Keegan-Michael Key star in “Schmigadoon!” as hikers who
wander into a musical town but realize that they can’t leave until they find true love.

great about them. And so I wanted the
show to point those things out and have
fun with them.”

The creators managed to convince a
bushel of Broadway A-listers to fly to
Vancouver and quarantine for two weeks
before joining the show, including Alan
Cumming, Kristin Chenoweth, Aaron
Tveit, Jane Krakowski, Ann Harada and
Ariana DeBose.

Cumming plays the top-hatted mayor,
Chenoweth is a sour Bible-thumper, Tveit
is a rapscallion carnival worker and Mar-
tin Short has a cameo as a leprechaun. The
backpacking couple learn they can’t leave
the magical town until they find true love,
putting a strain on their already crum-
bling relationship.

The title is a joke on another village
unaffected by time from the splashy
Broadway musical “Brigadoon” and it

skewers such escapist and naive shows
like “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers”
and “Hello, Dolly!”

Lorne Michaels, an executive producer,
says the show’s genius lies in reexamining
strict post-World War II gender, sexual
and racial roles without the show being
overtly political, not to mention offering
plenty of songs and dancing.

“It’s a very light touch,” he said. “We’re
in a very heavy-handed time right now,
where people feel making a point about
justice is kind of enough. And you go
‘Well, no. You also have to entertain.””

The show’s writers also include Allison
Silverman, Julie Klausner, Kate Gersten
and Bowen Yang. Paul jokes he picked
people who “maybe have a bit more of a
poison pen than I would.” But “ultimately,
all of us in the room loved musicals so
much and that came through.”

Premise of HBO’s ‘White Lotus’; Vacations are wasted on the rich

By INnkoo Kang
The Washington Post

It takes true perversity to pro-
gram “The White Lotus,” anew
HBO miniseries about tourists
whose expectations for their stay
at a luxury Hawaiian hotel fall far
short, at a time when Americans
can finally travel in mass-vacci-
nated safety. What more relatable
fantasy is there right now than the
one of quarantine-induced mar-
ital or familial tensions dissipat-
ing in the island breeze or under
the sway of a mai tai on the beach
at sunset?

But creator Mike White (“En-
lightened”), who wrote and di-
rected all six episodes, isn’t in-
terested in dreams so much as the
nightmare of reality. His shots of
Hawaii’s palm trees, shorelines
and sunrises should please the
state’s tourism board, but their
tropical idyll only underscores
the fact that hardly any of his
characters are able to appreciate
the lush nature they presumably
came to experience. The sun-
dappled White Lotus Hotel, too, is
the kind of secluded, opulent
retreat that the closest most of us
can get to is through Instagram.
But its guillotine-worthy guests
spend most of their time con-
vinced that they’re not being
pampered and catered to enough,
goading the hotel manager, Ar-

HBO

In ‘The White Lotus,’ Sydney Sweeney and Brittany O’Grady play
sarcastic, know-it-all college friends Olivia and Paula, who typify the

series’ satirical mordant wit.

mond (Murray Bartlett of HBO’s
“Looking”), first into small rebel-
lions against a customer, then a
full-blown spiral in a textbook
case of trickle-down callousness.
The series’ satirical mordant
wit is typified by college friends
Olivia (Sydney Sweeney of HBO’s
“Euphoria”) and Paula (Brittany
0O’Grady), sarcastic, know-it-all
teens whose vacation reading list
of Freud, Nietzsche and Butler
unnerve those around them. On
the boat ride from a larger island

to the more exclusive one the
White Lotus occupies, Olivia and
Paula size up, with rough preci-
sion, the other guests headed to
the hotel. The attractive honey-
mooners with their arms around
each other? He’s (Jake Lacy) a
Dartmouth type; she’s (Alex-
andra Daddario of HBO’s “True
Detective”) pretty enough to
work in fashion or marketing. The
solitary older woman (Jennifer
Coolidge) whom they guess is
meeting her friends on a girls

trip? “She gets on their nerves but
she pays for everything so they
put up with her.”

The photogenic middle-aged
couple (Steve Zahn of HBO’s
“Treme” and Connie Britton)
whose outward ease may conceal
an everyday sort of insidiousness
are Olivia’s parents, who badly
want to reconnect with her and
her 16-year-old brother Quinn
(Fred Hechinger), not least be-
cause one of them is nervously
anticipating a phone call with an

oncologist about some test results.

Overlaid with an insistent,
percussive score (by Cristobal
Tapia de Veer) that could just as
readily soundtrack a movie about
aman being hunted in a jungle,
the miniseries finds most of the
characters ripening toward pu-
trescence. Days after her wed-
ding, Rachel (Daddario), a strug-
gling journalist, discovers that
her obscenely wealthy husband,
Shane (Lacy), whom she hasn’t
known for very long, sees her as
little more than a trophy wife.
Rachel is also disturbed that
Shane can’t be satisfied with the
extravagant room they’re in,
because his mother (Molly Shan-
non of HBO’s “Divorce”) ar-
ranged for them to stay in the
hotel’s best suite, not its second.

Elsewhere in the building,
family secrets emerge like crabs

after high tide, especially after
Olivia’s dad, Mark (Zahn), de-
cides he’d rather not repeat his
own father’s mistakes. But his
efforts to be more transparent
with his kids does little but aggra-
vate his wife, Nicole (Britton),
who’s already busy squabbling
with her college-sanctimonious
daughter about colonialism and
privilege. Yet even their chronic
discontent feels like a holiday
compared with the misery that
subsumes Tanya (Coolidge), who
has traveled to Hawaii alone to
scatter her mother’s ashes and
relies on a hotel spa staff member
(Natasha Rothwell of HBO’s
“Insecure”) for emotional sup-
port while dangling the opportu-
nity of a lifetime in front of the
underpaid masseuse.

There’s plenty here of White’s
tart sensibility and serrated ob-
servations of how self-loathers
tend to spread their wretchedness
to those around them. The trollish
timing of the show’s premise, that
vacations are wasted on those
who least need them, certainly
deserves some grudging admi-
ration. But a swerve late in the
series disappointingly sails the
story toward calmer waters. Once
the turbulence is over, only froth
remains.

“The White Lotus” airs Sun-
days on AFN-Spectrum.
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Cocoa Brown, from left, Jaren Lewison and Maitreyi Ramakrishnan appear in a a scene from the series “Never Have | Ever.” Lewison plays high school student Ben Gross, who is
committed to graduating at the top of his class, getting into lvy League schools and proving himself to his father. To do so he needs to compete with Devi (Ramakrishnan).

‘Stop and remember how lucky you are’

‘Never Have | Ever’ actor, 20, juggles show and full course load at college with ease, maturity and gratitude

By Avricia RaNcILIO
Associated Press

aren Lewison was at his USC freshman orien-

tation when he got the call to screen test for the

Netflix series “ Never Have I Ever.” He got the

job and filmed season one while living in his col-
lege dorm, which he remembers returning to at night
after working on set.

“Sometimes I would show up at like 3 in the morning
from a late Friday night shoot. I would see everybody
coming home from the bars and parties,” he said.

Lewison, now 20, spoke recently via Zoom while on
summer break at his parents’ house in Dallas. A psychol-
ogy major with a minor in forensics and criminality, he is
also fulfilling a writing course requirement while at home
but takes four classes a semester.

With his foot already planted firmly in the door of Hol-
lywood, Lewison could leave school, but he says graduat-
ing is a priority.

“I love being in class,” he said. He is on track to gradu-
ate in the spring of 2022, while technically a junior. “I'm
excited to get started on what’s next and devote 24 hours
a day to my career and growth as an actor.”

On “Never Have I Ever,” which debuted its second
season July 15, Lewison plays Ben Gross, an ambitious
high school student who is committed to graduating at the
top of his class. He is fiercely competitive with Devi Vish-
wakumar, played by Maitreyi Ramakrishnan, who is his
nemesis, frenemy, confidante and crush combined.

Ben’s father is a successful entertainment lawyer and
so he name-drops his dad’s famous clients with boastful
pride, although his classmates don’t understand how his
parents, while loving, regularly leave him home alone and
how his housekeeper is the stable adult figure in his life.

Lewison credits his psychology studies for helping him
understand his character: “Ben wants to feel validated.
He is so competitive with Devi and wants to get into Ivy

League schools because he wants to prove to himself and
his family that he is as good as his father. That’s a lot of
pressure for a sophomore in high school to put on him-
self.”

He also admires how Devi’s character is so layered and
“portrayed unbelievably” by Ramakrishnan, in her first
acting role. Devi sometimes has bursts of misplaced an-
ger over the recent, unexpected death of her father, and
often makes poor decisions. She sees a therapist (played
by Niecy Nash.)

“Devi is an incredibly complex character and written
so beautifully,” Lewison said. “Our show handles the
messiness of teen life really well and approaches those
topics with such care.”

He may be juggling a full course load when filming, but
one of Lewison’s lecturers, Leslie Berntsen, credits his
follow-through. Berntsen had Lewison as a student in her
Introduction to Psychology class and says he reached out
early with a heads up about his crazy schedule.

She recalled over email: “He said he had just been cast
in a new Netflix show and was committed to balancing
that job with a full course load.” She said her response
was congratulatory, but she also made clear that he would
be “held to the same standards” as his classmates.

Lewison also makes sure to communicate with the
production coordinators on “Never Have I Ever” about
school conflicts.

“If I give them enough notice, if they’re able to, they
may switch a scene around so that if I have a midterm
and I have to sit for it, they’ll help me do that. We work
together,” he said.

Lang Fisher, the “Never Have I Ever” co-creator and
showrunner, says she was aware early on that Lewison
was choosing to attend college while on the show, but it’s
never been an issue. He’s always prepared and organized.

“When I think of 20-year-old men, I think of open ra-
men containers, like, underwear, beds unmade and just

like slobs basically. I have three younger brothers and I
think of slobs,” she said. “And he is just so mature and
really just pushes himself. He comes to set. He knows his
lines cold. He always has the smartest questions about a
scene. Whenever we have table reads, he’s like the one
person who’s got his Zoom ready to go and has no tech-
nical difficulties and has the right headphone setup.”

Co-creator Mindy Kaling believes Lewison made the
right decision to continue with school and thinks he will
be better for it.

“I learned so much during my collegiate years, and I
think his years at USC will inform his artistry. I admire
Jaren for tackling two major, life-changing challenges,”
she said over email.

Lewison says while he has good time management
skills, he was naturally worried about the demands of
both work and school.

“I thought I’d be more stressed out and I'd have a lot of
anxiety. It’s really been the opposite,” he said. “I've found
that every second that I'm at work, I can’t believe it. It
genuinely feels like my dreams come true every time that
I'm there.”

That optimism and commitment to being present is a
family mantra: Remember the feeling. He often uses it in
social media posts.

“It was passed down from my grandfather, from my
father to me, and I’ll pass it on to my kids one day,” he
said. “And oftentimes what that means is you stop and
remember how lucky you are in a specific situation.”

“Never Have I Ever” debuted its first season during the
height of the pandemic and was one of the critically-
acclaimed shows of 2020.

Lewison says he’s just happy the show made an impact
during a dark time: “Mental health is something that I'm
really passionate about. To be a part of a show that was
such a light for so many people is really impactful for me
personally, and for the rest of our cast and crew.”
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By ALLysoN CHIU
AND SARAH KAPLAN
The Washington Post
ith hotter-than-usual weath-
er affecting millions of peo-
ple across the United States
and Europe this summer,
millions of people are dealing with blister-
ing temperatures. Experts say it’s critical
to have a plan for staying cool and safe,
especially if you don’t have air condition-
ing.

“Air conditioning saves lives in these
times of very extreme heat,” said Matthew
Levy, an associate professor of emergency
medicine at Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine. “Tragically, when we
see people who succumb to heat-related
illness or severe outcomes, it’s usually lack
of access to air conditioning.”

But many homes aren’t outfitted with air
conditioning, particularly in temperate
climates such as the Pacific Northwest,
where hundreds recently died during a
historic heat wave. Meanwhile, people
who do have air conditioning may be con-
cerned about skyrocketing utility bills and
overloading electrical grids.

If you’re trying to safely beat the blazing
heat while living in a home without air
conditioning, here’s what you need to
know:

When is it too hot to be home?

Everyone tolerates hot weather differ-
ently. But people who have problems regu-
lating their body temperature, such as the
elderly, pregnant people, babies and chil-
dren, and those with chronic or mental
health conditions are among the most
vulnerable to heat.

Experts recommend knowing and
watching out for the symptoms of heat-
related conditions, such as heat exhaustion
and heat stroke, to gauge whether an envi-
ronment is no longer safe. But, Levy said,
if the temperature in your home starts to
approach or exceeds 90 degrees, you
should leave and find a place with air
conditioning. When indoor temperatures
reach the high 90s, electric fans won’t
prevent against heat-related illness, ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

Ideally, if you don’t have air condition-
ing, you should be planning to go else-
where long before temperatures reach 90
degrees, said Craig Crandall, a professor
of internal medicine at the University of
Texas Southwestern and a research scien-
tist at Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital
in Dallas.

“By you just staying in your apartment
and waiting for it to get so hot that you
have to leave, you’re essentially, in my
opinion, playing at the edge of a cliff,”
Crandall said, adding that it’s especially
risky for those who are more vulnerable.

How can | effectively use fans?

Remember that fans don’t cool air, they
just move it around, said University of
Oregon buildings scientist Alexandra
Rempel. Having a fan blow air that is
hotter than your body temperature can
actually make it more difficult for your
body to shed heat by sweating. Humidity
will also affect your ability to sweat.

Crandall compared using a fan in a hot
room to cooking a turkey in a convection
oven.

“Typically, it’s an oven with a fan that’s
blowing the hot air on the turkey and the
turkey cooks a lot faster,” he said. “It’s the
same theory with humans that if you’ve got

iStock

No air conditioner? No sweat

Experts offer tips keep your home, body cool and comfortable during a heat wave

a fan blowing hot air around you, you’re
going to cook, if you will, or your temper-
ature is going to be up higher faster.”

But if the indoor air temperature is in
the low 90s or below, turning on a fan can
create an artificial breeze that helps evap-
orate sweat from your skin, making you
feel cooler, Rempel said. Make sure any
ceiling fans are spinning counterclock-
wise, so they push air down in a column. If
you’re using a window fan, place it where
it will draw in the coolest air — a fan in a
window overlooking a leafy backyard is
preferable to one that pulls in hot air and
car exhaust from a busy roadway.

Position yourself so that you’re exposing
large areas of skin to a fan’s breeze, said
Robert Bean, a distinguished lecturer with
the American Society of Heating, Refrig-
erating and Air-Conditioning Engineers.

“It might feel better to have the air flow
in your face, but that’s not removing the
amount of stored heat that you’re retain-
ing,” Bean said.

The effect of fans can be enhanced by
adding water, experts said. Have a spray
bottle handy and keep your skin moist by
misting yourself often.

Can I place ice in front of a fan?

A fan that blows air over ice can essen-
tially create “a really low-cost little AC,”
said Jin Wen, a professor in the Depart-
ment of Civil, Architectural and Envi-
ronmental Engineering at Drexel Uni-
versity.

While using ice and a fan might provide
some personal relief, it’s not likely to cool
the entire space and isn’t a long-term solu-
tion, said Wes Davis, technical services
director of the Air Conditioning Contrac-
tors of America, a trade association. But
for those who want to try it, Davis suggest-
ed adjusting the fan speed, if that’s an

option, to a lower setting.

“It’s all about transferring heat, so if the
air moving across [the ice] is moving very,
very quickly, the time for heat transfer is
reduced,” he said.

Should | keep my windows open?

Staying safe during a heat wave is all
about managing the amount of energy that
comes into your home, Rempel said.

During the day, when sunlight is beating
down, you’ll want to keep your windows
closed and covered. Because glass readily
transmits heat, it’s most effective to have
coverings on the exterior of the house,
such as shutters or retractable awnings. If
that’s not an option, you should close any
interior curtains or blinds. And in a pinch,
try covering a piece of cardboard in alumi-
num foil and pressing it into the window
frame. The foil will reflect sunlight out-
ward, keeping that energy out of your
home.

Open up your windows as the outside
temperature falls at night and through the
early mornings, as long as security and
noise won’t be an issue, Bean said. “Let the
cool air from the outside blow through the
house ... You want to remove the stored
heat inside and get it outside, and the air
becomes that mechanism to do that.”

But be mindful of the humidity levels,
Wen said. “When indoor and outdoor tem-
perature are not that different or outside is
a couple degrees lower, but it’s much more
humid, then I would say, don’t open a
window.”

If you’re trying to cool down your home
by bringing in air from outdoors, experts
recommend creating cross ventilation by
opening windows and doors on opposite
sides of rooms. Strategically placed fans
blowing hot air out and channeling cooler
air in can help speed up the process, Bean

said.

In homes with more than one story,
make sure rising hot air can flow out
through windows on upper floors or open-
ings in the roof, Rempel said. This allows
cool night air to flow through the home,
removing heat energy that has accumu-
lated in the very structure of the building.

What else can | do to stay cool?

Water is essential, Crandall said.
“Drinking it and spraying it on your body,
those are the best things that you can do
when you don’t have air conditioning.”

Wear less clothing and choose loose-
fitting garments. Place ice packs or wet
and, if possible, chilled towels or cloths on
your body.

It’s not generally recommended to sleep
on wet bed linens. “They can become
musty or moldy,” Levy said.

Take cool showers or baths, or fill up a
kiddie pool, but be careful where you put
it, Levy said. “Kiddie pools on terraces in
high-rise buildings — not a good idea.
People don’t realize that, but that’s a lot of
weight to put on a balcony or terrace.”

Experts also suggested keeping activity
levels low, especially during the hottest
parts of the day. Try to limit or avoid using
devices and appliances that generate heat,
such as stoves, ovens and dryers.

Spend your time in the cooler areas of
your home, said Krystal Pollitt, an envi-
ronmental health studies professor at the
Yale School of Public Health. During the
day, steer clear of west-facing rooms with
windows, and sleep in the basement or
lower levels of your home.

To control humidity, consider buying a
dehumidifier. Indoor humidity should be
below 80% , Wen said, which “will help
you to continuously sweat, and then that
will take away your body heat.”
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The pandemic has had profound impacts on pregnancy and birth rates, as well as birth outcomes, and the
long-term consequences could ripple through economies, education systems and more.

Baby boom or bust?

Some countries’ pregnancy, birth rates rose during the pandemic; others fell

By MARIE McCULLOUGH
The Philadelphia Inquirer
arly in the pandemic, there were predictions
that stay-at-home orders would spawn a baby
boom.

“Nine months after folks are forced to hunk-
er down and ride out a natural disaster, the birth rate
suddenly spikes,” explained an article on Fatherly, a
parenting news website. “Whether it’s the boredom ... or
the sense of impending doom, there’s something about
these situations that makes people do what comes nat-
urally.”

This month, Fatherly ran a sequel titled, “The CO-
VID-19 Baby Boom is a Lie.”

Butitisn’t alie. In the Philippines and other poor coun-
tries where families were already struggling to make
ends meet, lockdowns did cause a spike in pregnancies,
largely because women were unable to access birth con-
trol.

The pandemic has had profound impacts on pregnancy
and birth rates, as well as birth outcomes, and the long-
term consequences could ripple through economies,
education systems and more. The thing is, some effects
have defied expectations, and some are hard to explain.

For example, the premature birth rate declined last
spring and summer — around the world. Vincenzo
Berghella, director of maternal-fetal medicine at Thomas
Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia, was one of
the first to document the phenomenon, using data from
his hospital. One possible partial explanation: Telemed-
icine visits eliminated frequent, inconvenient, time-con-
suming treks to the obstetrician’s office, which lessened
expectant mothers’ stress.

“You’d think the in-person care which we’ve been
doing forever is beneficial, but maybe not in some ways,”
Berghella said in an interview. “The bottom line is we
don’t know why preterm births declined, but most people
say this is real. It has been shown in Europe and Asia, as
well as the U.S.”

But this unexpected pandemic benefit has socioec-
onomic nuances, researchers at the University of Pitts-
burgh Medical Center found. At UPMC Magee-Womens
Hospital, the rate of births before 37 weeks of pregnancy
declined by a percentage point among white women and
those living in affluent neighborhoods, but not Black
women.

“Systemic disparities in health care outcomes are at

play here, too,” said Hyagriv Simhan, vice chair of obstet-
rical services at Magee.

U.S. fertility indicators — the annual birth rate and
lifetime births per woman — have been falling fairly
steadily for decades.

Meanwhile, deaths have outpaced births in many parts
of the country. In 2019, before the pandemic hit, deaths
exceeded births in almost half of U.S. counties, and the
nation added just 892,000 people, the lowest population
growth in a century, according to an analysis by Uni-
versity of New Hampshire demographer Kenneth M.
Johnson. This trend was pronounced in farming, mining
and older industrial regions, as well as in counties with
lots of elderly residents.

In 2020, population growth shrank even more. The U.S.
added 229,000 people, reflecting the tsunami of pandemic
deaths and diminished immigration, Johnson’s updated
snapshot found.

But 2020 was marked by another anomaly: A sudden,
sharp decline in women getting pregnant.

At the height of pandemic restrictions in late March
and early April, more than 310 million Americans were
stuck at home. Modified shutdowns persisted in many
places for a year. Grappling with economic hardship and
zoom schooling, many couples decided to forgo, or at least
postpone, reproducing.

“The decline in births could be on the order of 300,000
t0 500,000 fewer births” in 2021, predicted a Brookings
report published in December 2020.

To help with that prediction, the authors, economists
Melissa Kearney and Phillip Levine, extrapolated from
two historic crises. During the Spanish Flu pandemic of
1918-19, birth rates dropped sharply with each of the
three big waves of deaths. During the Great Recession of
2007-2009, the birth rate decreases correlated with in-
creases in unemployment.

“An analysis of the Great Recession leads us to predict
that women will have fewer babies in the short term, and
for some of them, a lower total number of children over
their lifetimes,” the authors wrote.

The short- and long-term distinction is important. If the
rate of pregnancies this spring is inflated by pregnant
women who postponed because of the pandemic, then not
only could there be a rebound in births later this year, but
abig spike. On the other hand, there might not be a spike,
depending how many women who postponed discover
their biological clocks have run out.

DREAMSTIME/TNS

THE MEAT AND ‘
POTATOES OF LIFE ¢

Lisa Smith Molinari

How would a military
‘Real Housewives’ be?

T’ll admit it: I love reality television. Ever since the early
days of MTV’s “The Real World,” “Cops” and “Survivor.” I
tried others, like “Big Brother,” “The Amazing Race,” “The
Bachelor” and “The Apprentice.” But it wasn’t until I stum-
bled upon reruns of “The Real Housewives of New York”
that I found my reality television “spirit animal.”

I gobbled up all the “Real Housewives” reruns until I was
up to speed with the franchises filmed in Orange County,
New York City, Atlanta, New Jersey, the District of Colum-
bia, Beverly Hills, Miami, Potomac, Dallas and Salt Lake
City — each featuring women with thick accents, and even
thicker makeup.

Some say that the “Real Housewives” shows perpetuate
gender stereotypes, blah, blah, blah. I say, lighten up. The
shows ARE morally and intellectually bankrupt, but I tune in
for entertainment, not self-improvement. The outlandish cast
members and ridiculous storylines are nothing like my real-
ity. However, there have been moments during my 23 years
as an active-duty Navy wife when I detected hints of the
catty drama that is the cornerstone of every “Real House-
wives” franchise. I can imagine a Real Housewives show
featuring gossipy, judgy military spouses ...

[After a car insurance commercial, four military spouses
posing in ball gowns appear on the screen, under a show
title, “The Real Housewives of the Military.” The camera
zooms in on each woman, as she announces her “tagline”
over introductory instrumental music.]

“You might drive a tank, but ain’t nobody rolling over me,”
quips Army wife Janelle with a petulant grin.

“I may look fragile, but I can hold down the fort,” claims
Marine wife Angela, flexing a sequined bicep.

“My husband is out to sea, but our family is shipshape,”
brags Navy wife Mona, striking a Rosy the Riveter pose.

“I’'m no stranger to a cockpit, but I'm always on solid
ground,” cracks Air Force wife Bridget in a sultry voice.

Opening scene: All four women sit around a picnic table at
the base housing community playground.

“I swear, if her kids leave their scooters in the cul-de-sac
again tonight, I’'m calling the ombudsman,” whispers Mona
about Wendy, who recently moved into the neighborhood.

“Seriously. Just because your husband is deployed for a
year doesn’t give you the right to make the rest of us pick up
your slack,” says Bridget, rolling her eyes dramatically.

Just then, Wendy approaches the picnic table and says
cheerfully, “Hi guys!” The women plaster smiles on their
faces and greet her, while glancing sideways at each other.

“What are you wearing to the military ball this weekend,
Wendy?” asks Janelle with an arched eyebrow.

“I’'m not sure I can go ... can’t find a babysitter,” Wendy
says, looking back at her three boys swinging and squealing
like wild gibbons in a nearby tree.

“Well, Bridget’s daughter ...,” starts Angela, but stops
short when Bridget kicks her hard under the table. “... Uh,
never mind. I think she’s busy actually,” she lies, rubbing
her shin. For a moment, it seems like Wendy wants to sit at
the table, but the women quickly spread their elbows, knees
and diaper bags to take up as much room as possible.

Feeling rejected, Wendy slinks off. Janelle, Angela, Mona
and Bridget turn to each other and snicker.

[Cut to breakfast cereal commercial.]

This imaginary episode of "The Real Housewives of the
Military” illustrates something important. We may think that
we are better than the people we see behaving badly on tele-
vision, but if the lens was turned on us, what would we see?

As military spouses, we should always strive to support
each other through our uniquely challenging lives of service
and sacrifice. If military spouses had television taglines, I'd
like to think ours would be, “Our spouses may wear the uni-
forms, but we’ll always be sisters and brothers in arms.”

Read more at themeatandpotatoesoflife.com, and in Lisa’s book, The Meat and Potatoes of
Life: My True Lit Com. Email: meatandpotatoesoflife@gmail.com.
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NO RUSE
BY ASHISH VENGSARKAR / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

Friday, July 23, 2021

Ashish Vengsarkar, of Scotch Plains, N.J., is the head of Optical Networking Technologies at Google. Besides puzzles, he
enjoys playing raga and table tennis. (He and | have a longstanding annual rivalry in the latter.) The seed entry of this puzzle
was 10-Down, which came to Ashish while he was at the dentist’s. The symmetrical pairing of 36- and 40-Down (a favorite artist

of his during college) was fortuitous. — W.S.
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Rolling Stones relaunch
American tour Sept. 26

The Rolling Stones announced
on Thursday the relaunch of their
U.S. “No Filter” tour, which had
been derailed by the pandemic,
beginning in St. Louis on Sept. 26.

The 2021 No Filter tour begins
Sept. 26 at The Dome at America’s
Center in St. Louis, followed by
rescheduled stops in Charlotte,
Pittsburgh, Nashville, Minneapo-
lis, Tampa, Dallas, Atlanta, De-
troit and Austin. The band has also
added three new dates, including
the New Orleans Jazz and Heri-
tage Festival — their first time
playing there —on Oct. 13, Los An-
geles on Oct. 17 at SoFi Stadium,
and Las Vegas on Nov. 6 at Alle-
giant Stadium.

Tickets will go on sale July 30
for the new shows. The statement
added that previously scheduled
dates for Vancouver, Louisville,
Cleveland and Buffalo could not
be rescheduled; ticketholders will
be contacted by Ticketmaster. All
previously purchased tickets will
be honored at the rescheduled
performances. Further informa-
tion is available on www.rolling-
stones.com.

Obama-Springsteen

book coming in October

There’s a new chapter in the
friendship between Barack and
the Boss.

“Renegades: Born in the USA”
is a bound edition of the popular
“Renegades” podcast featuring
conversations on everything from
fame to cars to the country itself
between former President Barack
Obama and Bruce Springsteen.
Penguin Random House and Oba-
ma’s Higher Ground company an-
nounced Thursday that “Rene-
gades” will come out October 26.
The $50 book will include rare
photographs, handwritten Spring-
steen lyrics and annotated Obama
speeches.

“Over the years, what we've
found is that we’ve got a shared
sensibility,” Obama said in a state-
ment. “About work, about family,
and about America. In our own
ways, Bruce and I have been on
parallel journeys trying to under-
stand this country that’s given us
both so much. Trying to chronicle
the stories of its people. Looking
for a way to connect our own indi-
vidual searches for meaning and
truth and community with the
larger story of America.”

“This is a time for serious con-
sideration of who we want to be
and what kind of country we will
leave our children,” wrote Spring-
steen, whoin 2016 received a Med-
al of Freedom from Obama. “Will
we let slip through our hands the
best of us or will we turn united to
face the fire? Within this book you
won’t find the answers to those
questions, but you will find a cou-
ple of seekers doing their best to
get us to ask better questions.”

From The Associated Press

Kindred spirits on- and off-screen

[oe Lister-Jones’ friendship with Cailee Spaeny at the heart of ‘How It Ends’

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press
oe Lister-Jones wasn’t expecting to
make a best friend while casting her
reboot of “The Craft.” Then Cailee
Spaeny walked in.

On paper, the two are worlds apart. Lister-
Jones, 38, grew up in Brooklyn and has starred
in network sitcoms and films and written and
directed for both. Spaeny, meanwhile, is a 23-
year-old up-and-coming actor from Spring-
field, Mo., who is just starting to make a name
for herself in television and movies (she re-
cently played the ill-fated Erin McMenamin in
HBO’s “Mare of Easttown.”)

But it didn’t take long for them to realize that
they were Kkindred spirits. And in less than a
year, they would find themselves collaborating
twice. First as director and actor on “The Craft:
Legacy,” in which Spaeny is playing a loose
version of teenage Lister-Jones, and then as co-
stars in “How It Ends,” in which Spaeny is lit-
erally playing Lister-Jones’ younger self.

“It’s always so exciting when you see some-
one with such incredible talent and screen
presence who then is also such a deep thinker
and feeler as a person,” Lister-Jones said. “We
had such an immediate connection... It feels
like a very deep and old friendship.”

The quick re-teaming was mostly pandemic
related. They wrapped “The Craft: Legacy” in
January of 2020. When lockdown started in
March, the two women started taking a lot of
walks and engaging in deep conversations
about unpacking trauma and their inner child.
It would provide the basis for “How It Ends,” in
which Liza (Lister-Jones) goes on a cathartic
walking tour of Los Angeles with her younger
self (Spaeny) on the last day on Earth before a
meteor destroys everything.

Lister-Jones and her husband, Daryl Wein,
who co-wrote and co-directed the film, had
been doing a lot of virtual therapy sessions in
early quarantine and were worried about the
future of filmmaking and when they’d be able
to make art again. So they challenged them-
selves to do something that would be safe, cre-
ative and, hopefully, healing for both them-
selves and the audience.

They called on their local friends to round

WRITTEN ANC

RICHARD SHOTWELL/AP

Zoe Lister-Jones, left and Cailee Spaeny arrive at the Los Angeles premiere of “How It Ends”
at NeueHouse Hollywood on July 15 in Los Angeles. The film is the second collaboration
between Lister-Jones and Spaeny, who have formed a strong bond, in less than a year.

out the cast and ended up with an army of no-
table cameos, like Colin Hanks, Fred Armi-
sen, Lamorne Morris, Whitney Cummings,
Nick Kroll, singer Sharon Van Etten, Olivia
Wilde, Charlie Day and many, many more.

The film debuted in January as part of the
virtual Sundance Film Festival, where it was
mostly well-received, but some criticized it
for being lighter in tone and not reconciling
with the horror of the moment in a satisfying
way. But months later and in a more hopeful
moment as many people are getting a chance
to finally reconnect with loved ones, “How It
Ends” plays differently and, perhaps, more
rewardingly.

“We wanted to create something that could
bring some levity to this time in our world but

without denying the impact of what we’ve all
been through and are continuing to go
through,” Lister-Jones said. “Those are the
films that I gravitate to, that are semi-escapist
while still grounding themselves in the deeper,
existential queries of our time.”

And this second experience has brought
Spaeny and Lister-Jones even closer. Lister-
Jones couldn’t even bring herself to watch
“Mare of Easttown” for quite some time know-
ing that it would mean seeing Spaeny in peril.

Spaeny said Lister-Jones is both mentor and
family to her. And Lister-Jones said that de-
spite the age difference, she often finds herself
calling Spaeny for advice. That they also then
can feed off each other creatively is what
makes the bond truly unique.
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Dolly Parton dressed up in a
Playboy bunny outfit to celebrate
her husband’s birthday.

Los Angeles Times

After sponsoring everyone’s
shot girl summer by funding a CO-
VID-19 vaccine, Dolly Parton just
had a hot girl summer moment of
her own. Megan Thee Stallion
agrees.

In honor of her husband’s birth-
day, the legendary country queen
recently re-created her 1978 Play-
boy magazine cover, which pic-
tured Parton in the Playboy bunny
costume and a bedazzled bow tie.

“It’s always #HotGirlSummer
formy husband, Carl,” Parton cap-
tioned a Tuesday video of herself
rocking the classic Playboy body-
suit and bunny ears 40-plus years
later. “Happy birthday my love!”

The video, which has already
racked up more than 5.4 million
views on Twitter alone, even

earned Parton a shout-out from
Megan Thee Stallion, who coined
“hot girl summer” in 2019. After
seeing Parton’s post, the Grammy-
winning rapper shared it on Twit-
ter and lovingly dubbed the “Jo-
lene” hit-maker “hot girl dolly.”

“You’re probably wondering
why I’'m dressed like this,” Parton
says in the clip. “Remember some
timeback, I said I was going topose
on Playboy magazine when I was
75?

“Well,I’'m 7S andthey don’thave
a magazine anymore, but my hus-
band always loved the original
cover of Playboy, so I was trying to
think of something to do to make
him happy. He still thinks I’'m a hot
chick after 57 years, and I’m not
gonna to try to talk him out of that.
... What do you think?”

Dolly Parton knows she’s still ‘a hot chick’ at 75

As agiftto herlongtime partner,
Carl Thomas Dean, the Grammy
winner staged a photo shoot “in
this little outfit” reimagining her
Playboy cover-girl moment —
sparkly pink cuff links and all —
and had it framed alongside the
1978 version.

“I was kind of a little butterball
in that one. Well, I’'m string cheese
now, but he’ll probably think I'm
cream cheese, I hope,” she said
with a wink.

Parton has been a comforting
presence on social media through-
out the pandemic, reading virtual
bedtime stories to children and
promoting Moderna’s COVID-19
vaccine — which she helped fund
by donating $1 million to Vander-
bilt University’s coronavirus re-
search efforts last year.
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Pilot, 18, safely lands
banner plane on bridge

N OCEAN CITY — The 18-
year old pilot of a banner
plane made an emergency landing
Monday on a bridge in southern
New Jersey, snarling traffic but
causingnoinjuries, authorities said.
Landon Lucas reported that his
plane started having engine trouble
around 12:30 p.m. as he was flying
near Steel Pier in Atlantic City, offi-
cials said. Lucas released his ban-
ner into the ocean and was trying to
fly to a nearby municipal airport in
Ocean City when he spotted agap in
traffic in the westbound lanes of the
Route 52 causeway, which connects
Ocean City and Somers Point.
Lucas landed the plane without
incident, witnesses said, and offi-
cials said the aircraft was not dam-
aged.

Man arrested after rocks
thrown on freeway

w SEATTLE — Wash-

ington state troopers
on Tuesday arrested a man in Seat-
tle they believe was throwing rocks
and debris at cars on the freeway —
a recent trend officials say has be-
come a growing problem in the
Seattle area.

The Seattle Times reported au-
thorities arrested the 31-year-old
man from Seattle for allegedly
throwing rocks and debris at seven
vehicles going west on Interstate 90
around 4 p.m.

Trooper Chase Van Cleave said
one of the three drivers who re-
mained on scene reportedly started
chasing the suspect after their vehi-
cle was hit.

The man stopped fleeing after a
state trooper arrived on scene.

Noone wasinjured, although Van
Cleave said several of the vehicles
suffered “pretty good damage.”

Child, 3, finds gun in parents'
car, dies of gunshot wound

M MERIDIAN — A 3-

year-old child found a
gun in his parents’ car and was
killed when it discharged, author-
ities said.

The child died Saturday in New-
ton County, south of Hickory, The
Meridian Star reported.

Sheriff’s deputies performed
CPR on the child before paramed-
ics arrived, but the child was later
pronounced dead, Newton County
Sheriff Joedy Pennington said.

The child’s parents were going
door-to-door for a revival and brief-
ly left the child in the vehicle, Pen-
nington said. The child found the
gun in the glove compartment, he
said.

The parents are not being
charged in the case.

Govemor pardons man
imprisoned for shooting

v NORFOLK — Virginia

Gov. Ralph Northam has
pardoned a man who served 22
years in prison for a role in a drive-
by shooting in which testimony in-
dicated he wasn’t involved.

Keeping it moving in Baltimore

People atop ride-share scooters roll by at Federal Hill Park with the Baltimore skyline seen through haze, on Tuesday, in Baltimore.

Northam appeared via video call
to announce the news to Bobbie
Morman Jr., his family, and The In-
nocence Project, a nonprofit at the
University of Virginia School of
Law, The Virginian-Pilot reported.

Morman was 18 when he was ar-
rested in the August 1993 shooting
and was charged with three counts
of attempted malicious wounding,
as well as firearms charges. He was
convicted in a jury trial and sen-
tenced to 48 years in prison.

Eyewitnessesidentified Morman
as one of the people in the car, al-
though the men who were in the
suspect vehicle testified that he was
not among them. Another man who
was never interviewed by police,
Glen Payne, testified at the trial that
he had committed the crime.

The Innocence Project took up
Morman’s case in 2015.

Covered bridge damaged in
excavator accident

c CORNWALL — A his-

toric covered bridge in
Connecticut was damaged Tuesday
when the boom of an excavator be-
ing towed over the span crashed in-
to wooden support structures for
the roof.

State police said the West Corn-
wall Bridge sustained “significant
non-structural damage,” but ex-
pected the repair work to take only a
few hours. The state Department of
Transportation performed a safety
inspection and determined there
was noimpact on the integrity of the
bridge, troopers said.

THE CENSUS

2

The number of mopeds seized by police on Rhode Island’s
Block Island last weekend after their drivers were seen oper-

ating them unsafely and in violation of their rental contracts. New Shoreham
police said in a release Monday that an off-duty police officer spotted a large
group of moped riders driving erratically Sunday. The agency said the drivers
were weaving through traffic, standing up while riding and not wearing helmets
and protective eyewear. Another nearby officer stopped the mopeds and con-
tacted the rental agencies that own them. Police say the companies requested
the vehicles be impounded so that they could take possession of them.

The driver of the pickup truck
that was towing the excavator “did
not heed” the height limit of 10 feet,
11inches,and was charged with mo-
tor vehicle violations, state police
said.

The bridge, painted schoolhouse
red, was built in 1841 and spans 172
feet over the Housatonic River.

County to pay $1.25M to
crash victim’s family

N SMITHFIELD — The

family of a womanKkilled
in a crash with a North Carolina
sheriff’s deputy earlier this year
will receive $1.25 million in a settle-
ment agreement.

The News & Observer of Raleigh
reported the settlement was ap-
proved by the Johnston County
Board of Commissioners on Mon-
day, said Adam Carroll, a spokes-
man for the county. No lawsuit was
filed by the family, and claims
against Johnston County sheriff’s
deputy Quinton Rhue and the sher-
iff’s office were settled without ad-
mitting liability, Carroll said.

In January, Shirley Ann James,

63, wasKkilled ina crash with a patrol
car driven by Rhue, 24, The News &
Observer reported. Rhue had been
driving with his lights and siren on
when he began to pass traffic on
U.S. Highway 301 as James was
traveling in the same direction. She
was turning when she was struck by
Rhue’s patrol car.
Rhue was injured in the crash.

New owners plan to rebuild
iconic movie set

BENSON — The Mescal

Movie Set once made
Benson one of the most recogniza-
ble western cinematic towns on the
big screen.

The set was built in 1939 by Co-
lumbia Pictures for a movie called
“Arizona.” Some 215 films followed
— such as “Tombstone” and “The
Quick and the Dead” in the early
1990s—and 28 television series also
were shot on the location.

The last movie filmed at Mescal
was in 2014 and the deteriorating
set was saved from destruction by
local ranchers.

Now, the new owners of the iconic

Jurio CorTEZ/AP

set plan to rebuild it into an 1860-
1920 era Western frontier town that
is compatible with a production
company’s filming needs.

Tucson TV station KVOA report-
ed Tuesday that Kartchner Ven-
tures plans to renovate 27 buildings
and construct new buildings such
as a church, blacksmith shop and
stage depot.

While the ultimate goal is to get
the Mescal set back on the big
screen, the new owners say the re-
built frontier town can also be used
for public tours, special events, his-
toric reenactments and western
heritage education opportunities.

Region sees record
sockeye salmon run

FAIRBANKS — It has

been a record-breaking
year for sockeye salmon catches in
Alaska’s Bristol Bay Nushagak Dis-
trict this year, an official said.

“We’re approaching 27 million
total run,” said Tim Sands, a state
Department of Fish and Game area
management biologist. “Our aver-
age run would be 9 million, so to be
triple the average is amazing.”

The region has experienced nu-
merous record-breaking days,
Fairbanks television station KTVF
reported. The all-time record for
catch in the Nushagak District on
one day was more than 1.7 million
set on June 30. “Then the very next
day we broke it again at 1.8 million,”
Sands said.

From news services
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OPINION

Instead of insulting Trump voters, talk to them

By GARY ABERNATHY
Special to The Washington Post
hen supporters of former
President Donald Trump hear
media pundits analyze them
with the usual collection of be-
littling observations, they must be tempted to
respond, “Hey, we’re right here! We can
hear you!”

Yes, they are indeed here, and living
among us. And they have every right to be in-
sulted by being accused of believing a “big
lie,” and by the implication that they are vio-
lent, or traitors, or mindless sheep — racist
sheep, of course. They’re fed up not just with
the overt insults, but also with more subtle
digs, such as former Defense Secretary Leon
Panetta saying last week that he worries that
Trump “will continue to try to somehow
sway his followers” to attempt another Jan.
6-style uprising. Followers? No one refers to
President Joe Biden’s “followers.” It’s a
word generally reserved for adherents of
cult figures.

I live in Trump Country. I was a Trump
supporter, until he lost me with his actions af-
ter the 2020 election. But most Trump voters
have stuck with him. With Trump’s encour-
agement, they sincerely believe the election
was stolen. They’re not racists. They’re not
traitors. Some of them think anyone who ac-
cepts Biden’s win is a traitor. Some of them
think I’m traitorous — or at the very least I've
succumbed to the evil influences of the main-
stream media — for accepting Trump’s de-
feat.

Polls are occasionally produced to perpet-
uate the myth that Trump voters are ready
for war. Even the conservative American
Enterprise Institute reported in February
that 39% of Republicans polled agreed with
the statement “if elected leaders will not pro-
tect America, the people must do it them-

selves, even if it requires violent actions.”
The survey’s director, Daniel Cox, acknowl-
edged the speculative nature of the question
by cautioning, “We shouldn’t run out and say,
‘Oh my goodness, 40% of Republicans are go-
ing to attack the Capitol.’ ” No, they aren’t. In
fact, the Capitol riot wasn’t mentioned in the
question, so it wasn’t necessarily what re-
spondents were thinking of when they an-
swered.

It’s my unscientific conclusion that about
half of Trump’s supporters will go to their
graves believing the election was stolen. The
other half can be persuaded otherwise, but
only by time and reflection, like accepting a
death. Shaming will never work.

Don’t forget how the left loudly claimed in
2016 that Russian hackers had influenced
millions of Americans to vote for Trump —
an accusation that put an unfair cloud on his
victory and his ability to govern. In fact, the
2016 election was fair and honest, but foreign
powers tried, as they will try again, to impact
theresult. The 2020 election was also fair and
honest, but don’t pretend there weren’t prob-
lems, as always, even if they did not change
the outcome.

Considering the Reuters Institute for the
Study of Journalism recently found that the
U.S. mediaranks last in trust among 46 coun-
tries, some self-examination on this issue
should be welcomed. In 2016, The New York
Times decided to start applying the word
“lie” tomany of Trump’s claims. “We owed it
to our readers,” executive editor Dean Ba-
quet said at the time. Others followed suit.
But using words such as “lie” and “falsely
claimed” in news stories arrogantly suppos-
es an absolute knowledge of truth and makes
it appear the news outlet has chosen sides.

So stop calling people liars. The media
should return to the non-accusatory style
that worked for decades. Instead of writing

that election fraud is alie, or Republicans are
“falsely claiming” fraud, go back to the style
that worked for decades: “Republicans again
claimed the 2020 election was rigged, but no
evidence has emerged to support that allega-
tion and courts have dismissed all suits chal-
lenging the results.”

Next, abandon the narrative that Trump
supporters are insurrectionists, and stop ele-
vating groups such as QAnon and the Proud
Boys beyond the fringe elements they are. As
shameful as the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol
was, only about 800 people were involved —
hardly representative of millions of Trump
supporters. Despite their suspicions, the vast
majority of Trump voters are not interested
in invading federal buildings or overthrow-
ing the government. They’re interested in
going to work and church and soccer games,
taking care of their families and voting in the
next election.

There’s no big mystery to effectively com-
municating with Trump supporters — or for
Trump supporters to communicate with ev-
eryone else. Treat each other with politeness
and courtesy. Respect other opinions even if
you disagree. Acknowledge each other’s pa-
triotism and love of country. Don’t assume
you understand each other because you've
read some think-tank analysis. Reach out, be
curious and start a dialogue.

Trump supporters aren’t going away, and
those who continue to paint them as the low-
estforms of life reveal themselves to be more
interested in perpetrating stereotypes and
nurturing divisions than in achieving what’s
needed for our nation to survive — reaching
across our political chasm, respecting our
differences and finding common ground
where we can.

Gary Abernathy, a contributing columnist for The Washington
Post, is a freelance writer based in southwestern Ohio.

Anti-vax speech should be shunned, not censored

By HENRY OLSEN
Special to The Washington Post
here is no debate among reasona-
ble people about coronavirus vac-
cines. The overwhelming weight
of scientific evidence supports
that they are safe, that side effects are ex-
tremely rare and that they are highly effec-
tive at preventing death and serious illness.

Nevertheless, President Joe Biden is ven-
turing into troubling territory as he attempts
to push Facebook to censor anti-vaccination
speech. He may be on the moral high ground
on the facts of the issue, but in pursuing this
strategy, he is posing a threat to the princi-
ples of the First Amendment.

The First Amendment is designed to pre-
vent government from establishing an intel-
lectual orthodoxy. Governments throughout
history have attempted to do this, creating
official established religions that could not
be criticized or banning the profession of
certain ideas. James Madison, author of the
First Amendment, stood athwart the tide of
history and yelled stop. The new democratic
republic would, from its onset, be the first
government in history to dedicate itself toin-
dividual intellectual freedom.

There is no exception to that rule for
speech that the government believes is un-
true. In the United States, people can say the
most ridiculous thingsin full confidence that
the government will not try to silence them.

Biden’s ham-fisted attempts to get the so-

cial media giant to remove anti-vaccine
speech suggests he simply doesn’t grasp this
elemental truth. He is correct that people
who believe the falsehoods are harming
themselves, perhaps even leading to their
deaths. He’s free to promote the opposite
viewpoint far and wide, combating false
speech with more speech. What he’s not per-
mitted to do is try to shut speech down.

One might argue that Biden is not trying to
shut down speech because he is not using
government’s coercive power to force Face-
book’s compliance, but this is naive. Biden
has staffed his administration with people
who believe that Facebook and other Big
Tech firms are engaging in monopolistic, an-
ticompetitive behavior. They hold the ham-
mer that can force firms such as Facebook to
bend to the government’s will. Faced with
such power, what firm wouldn’t consider
currying favor with the big boss by sup-
pressing speech he doesn’t like in a bid to
prevent lawsuits or worse?

Those who think the circumstances de-
mand an exception to the general rule
should think again. Public health emergen-
ciesarise all the time. Should speech the gov-
ernment thinks untrue or unwise be sup-
pressed whenever it sees fit? A government
can provide strong reasons that suppressing
speech in an emergency is in the public in-
terest. That doesn’t mean it is, or that the
public’s purported interest outweighs the
liberty that Americans would lose as aresult.

Nor should we think governments that
suppress speech once will stop. Biden surely
believes that former President Donald
Trump and others are lying when they say
the 2020 election was stolen. There’s as little
evidence to support these claims as there is
to support those of anti-vaxxers. And it’s
surely clear that such statements weaken
public support for our democracy. Why
wouldn’t the same standard that applies to
anti-vaxxers be applied to the political
speech of people who believe the election
was stolen?

One can imagine a president or a court de-
vising ingenious exceptions to basic First
Amendment principles to permit banning
speech in some cases. We should reject that
temptation. Exceptions of this type will grow
like fungus according to the political winds.
The courts that will ultimately have to de-
cide these cases are also notimmune to those
winds. Slow but steady erosion of our core
democratic freedom will become a biparti-
san pursuit if we walk down this path.

Biden’s laudable compassion is clouding
his judgment. Presidential words matter,
even those spoken in anger or exasperation.
He should immediately reverse course on
his efforts to coerce Facebook to restrict
speech. All Americans should take note if he
doesn’t.

Henry Olsen is a Washington Post columnist and a senior fellow
at the Ethics and Public Policy Center.
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SCOREBOARD/COLLEGE FOOTBALL

PRO SOCCER TENNIS

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

L T Pts GF GA

New England 9 3 3 30 28 18
Philadelphia 6 3 5 23 18 13
Nashville 5 1 8 23 21 14
Orlando City 6 3 4 22 21 13
CF Montréal 6 4 4 22 19 16
Columbus 5 3 6 21 15 12
NYCFC 6 5 2 20 21 15
New York 5 5 3 18 18 16
D.C. United 5 7 2 17 20 18
Atlanta 2 4 8 14 14 17
Cincinnati 3 6 4 13 17 26
Chicago 3 8 3 12 16 25
Toronto FC 2 8 4 10 18 31
Inter MiamiCF 2 8 2 8 9 22

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA

Seattle 8 1 5 29 23 9
Sporting KC 8 3 3 27 25 16
LA Galaxy 8 5 1 25 23 22
Colorado 7 3 3 24 21 13
LAFC 6 5 3 21 18 15
Portland 6 6 1 19 17 20
Minnesota 5 5 3 18 13 16
Real SaltLake 4 4 5 17 21 16
Houston 3 4 7 16 16 19
Austin FC 3 6 4 13 10 14
San Jose 3 7 4 13 16 24
Vancouver 3 7 4 13 14 23
FC Dallas 2 7 5 11 14 23

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Wednesday’s games

Nashville 0, Columbus 0, tie

New York 1, Toronto FC 1, tie

New York City FC 1, CF Montréal 0
New England 5, Miami 0

Atlanta 1, Cincinnati 1, tie

D.C. United 2, Chicago 2, tie

San Jose 1, Sporting Kansas City 1, tie
Colorado 2, FC Dallas 0

LA Galaxy 2, Real Salt Lake 2, tie
Portland 2, Los Angeles FC 1

Thursday’s games

Philadelphia at Orlando City
Seattle at Austin FC

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
Portland 6 3 1 19 16 7
Chicago 5 4 2 17 11 15
NorthCarolina 5 4 1 16 15 8
Gotham FC 4 1 4 16 10 5
Houston 5 4 1 16 13 11
Orlando 4 3 4 16 14 13
Washington 4 3 3 15 12 11
Louisville 3 4 2 11 7 13
Reign FC 3 6 1 10 8 13
Kansas City 0 7 3 3 5 15

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday’s game
North Carolina at Kansas City
Saturday’s games

Reign FC at Orlando
Portland at Houston

Sunday’s games

Washington at Louisville
Chicago at Gotham FC

Saturday, July 31

Orlando at North Carolina
Louisville at Reign FC

PRO BASKETBALL

WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
w L Pct GB
Connecticut 14 6 .700 —
Chicago 10 10 500 4
New York 10 11 .476 4'%2
Washington 8 10 .444 5
Atlanta 6 13 316 72
Indiana 4 16 .200 10

WESTERN CONFERENCE
w L Pct GB
Seattle 16 5 .762 —
Las Vegas 15 6 .714 1
Minnesota 12 7 632 3
Phoenix 9 10 474 6
Dallas 9 12 429 7
Los Angeles 6 13 316 9

Wednesday’s games

No games scheduled
Thursday’s games
No games scheduled
Friday’s games
No games scheduled
Saturday’s games
No games scheduled

Los Cabos Open

Wednesday
At Solaz Resort & Spa Los Cabos
Los Cabos, Mexico
Purse: $598,545
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Men’s Singles
Round of 16

Alex Bolt, Australia, def. Emilio Gomez,
Ecuador, 6-3, 6-1.

Ernesto Escobedo, United States, def.
Denis Kudla, United States, 6-4, 7-6 (9).

Cameron Norrie (1), Britain, def. Elias
Ymer, Sweden, 7-6 (4), 6-3.

Jordan Thompson (5), Australia, def. Se-
bastian Ofner, Austria, 3-6, 6-4, 7-5.

Steve Johnson (6), United States, def.
Yasutaka Uchiyama, Japan, 7-6 (4), 6-3.

Brandon Nakashima, United States, def.
Sam Querrey (4), United States, 6-3, 6-4.

Johnlsner (2), United States, def. Evgeny
Donskoy, Russia, 7-5, 3-6, 7-6 (5).

Taylor Fritz (3), United States, def. Illya
Marchenko, Ukraine, 6-1, 6-7 (9), 7-5.

Palermo Ladies Open

Wednesday
At Country Time Club
Palermo, Italy
Purse: Euro 189,708
Surface: Red clay
Women'’s Singles
Round of 16
Elena-Gabriela Ruse, Romania, def. Jil
Teichmann (3), Switzerland, walkover.
Oceane Dodin (6), France, def. Vitalia

Diatchenko, Russia, 7-6 (7), 6-4.

Lucia Bronzetti, Italy, def. Grace Min,
United States, 6-3, 6-1.

Jaqueline Adina Cristian, Romania, def.
Qinwen Zheng, China, 6-1, 6-4.

Croatia Open

Wednesday
At ITC Stella Maris
Umag, Croatia
Purse: Euro 419,470
Surface: Red clay
Men’s Singles
Round of 16
Richard Gasquet (4), France, def. Ales-
sandro Giannessi, Italy, 7-6 (4), 6-4.
Stefano Travaglia, Italy, def. Carlos Ta-
berner, Spain, 6-4, 6-3.
Albert Ramos-Vinolas (1), Spain, def.
Duje Ajdukovic, Croatia, 7-5, 6-4.
Damir Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
def. Marco Cecchinato, Italy, 6-3, 6-1.

Poland Open

Wednesday
At Arka Tennis Club
Gdynia, Poland
Purse: $235,238
Surface: Red clay
Women'’s Singles
Round of 32
Maryna Zanevska, Belgium, def. Jamie
Loeb, United States, 6-2, 6-0.
Viktoria Kuzmova, Slovakia, def. Varva-
ra Gracheva (7), Russia, 6-4, 6-7 (4), 7-5.

Wednesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Recalled CF
Ryan McKenna and LHP Alexander Wells
from Norfolk (Triple-A East). Placed RF An-
thony Santander and LHP Keegan Akin on
the 10-day IL.

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Recalled 1B Yu
Chang from Columbus (Triple-A East). Op-
tioned RHP Justin Garza to Columbus.

DETROIT TIGERS — Optioned RHP Alex
Lange to Toledo (Triple-A East). Recalled
RHP Matt Manning from Toledo. Released
RF Nomar Mazara.

HOUSTON ASTROS — Agreed to terms
with OF Tyler Whitaker, OF Joey Loperfido,
SS Chad Stevens, INF Kobe Kato, RHPs Ka-
sey Ford and Deylen Miley on minor league
contracts.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Agreed to
terms with C Carter Jensen, INF Dayton
Dooney and SS Brennon McNair on minor
league conracts.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Placed INF/OF
Alek Kirilloff on the 10-day IL, retroactive
to July 20. Recalled C/INF Willians Astudil-
lo from St. Paul (Triple-A East).

NEW YORK YANKEES — Agreed to terms
with RHP Asher Wojciechowski on a major
league contract and assigned him to
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (Triple-A East).
Outrighted INF Hoy Park off major league
roster.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Agreed to terms
with SSs Max Muncy, Drew Swift and Jack
Winkler, RHPs Mason Miller, Grant Hol-
man, Mitch Myers, Aaron Holiday, Luke
Anderson, Kyle Virbitsky, Blake Beers and
Hunter Breault, 3B Brett Harris, C Shane
McGuire, LHPs Eduardo Rivera, Colton
Johnson and Jack Owen, OF Jonny Butler,
2B Mariano Ricciardi and 1B Nick Brueser
on minor league contracts.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Selected the con-
tract of RHP Darren McCaughan from Ta-
coma (Triple-A West). Optioned RF Dillon
Thomas to Tacoma. Sent INF Wyatt Mathi-
sen outright to Tacoma.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Recalled RHP Chris
Mazza from Durham (Triple-A East).
Placed RHP J.P. Feyereisen on the 10-day
IL.

TEXAS RANGERS — Agreed to terms with
SS Cameron Cauley and C lan Moller on mi-
nor league contracts.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Traded RHP Joel
Payamps to Kansas City in exchange for
cash considerations. Sent RHP Anthony
Castro to Buffalo (Triple-A East) on a re-
hab assignment. Recalled RHP Patrick
Murphy from Buffalo. Agreed to terms
with RHPs Gunnar Hoglund, Chad Dallas,
Irv Carter, Hayden Juenger, Hunter Grego-
ry, Conor Larkin, Connor Cooke, Matt
Svanson and Justin Kelly, LHPs Ricky Tie-
demann, Trenton Wallace, Jimmy Bur-
nette and Harry Rutkowski, OFs Jaden
Rudd and Garrett Spain, 3B Riley Tirotta
and C Juan Gonzalez on minor league con-
tracts.

National League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Claimed
RHP Ty Tice off waivers from Atlanta and
optioned to Reno (Triple-A West). Desig-
nated LHP Alex Young for assignment. Op-
tioned RHP J.B. Bukauskas to Reno. Rein-
Islfated RHP Tyler Clippard from the 60-day

'ATLANTA BRAVES — Recalled RHP Bryse
Wilson from Gwinnett (Triple-A East). Op-

tioned C Alex Jackson to Gwinnett. Sent C
Jonathan Lucroy outright to Gwinnett.

CINCINNATI REDS — Reinstated RHP Jeff
Hoffman from the 10-day IL. Optioned RHP
Asht)on Goudeau to Louisville (Triple-A
East).

COLORADO ROCKIES — Reinstated LHP
Austin Gomber from the 10-day IL. Op-
tioned RHP Antonio Santos to Albuquer-
que (Triple-A West).

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Designated
RHP Jake Reed for assignment. Optioned
LHP Darien Nunez to Oklahoma City (Tri-
ple-A West). Recalled 2B Sheldon Neuse
from Oklahoma City.

MIAMIMARLINS — Agreed to terms with
OF Kyler Castillo on a minor league con-
tract. Optioned CF Monte Harrison to Jack-
sonville (Triple-A East). Recalled RHP Nick
Neidert from Jacksonville.

NEW YORK METS — Recalled RHP Nick
Tropeano and 2B Travis Blankenhorn from
Syracuse (Triple-A East). Optioned RHP
Geoff Hartlieb to Syracuse. Placed RHP
Robert Stock on the 10-day IL. Claimed
RHP Roel Ramirez off waivers from St.
Louis and optioned to Syracuse. Acquired
OF Carlos Rincon from Los Angeles Dodg-
ers in exchange for OF Billy McKinney and
cash considerations and assigned him to
Binghamton (Double-A Northeast).

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Optioned CF
Mickey Moniak to Lehigh Valley (Triple-A
East). Recalled RHP Spencer Howard from
Lehigh Valley.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Agreed to
terms with RHPs Carlos Lomeli and Drew
Irvine on minor league contracts.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Recalled RHP Re-
iss Knehr from El Paso (Triple-A West).

FOOTBALL

National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Released C La-
mont Gaillard.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Signed CB Bran-
don Stephens to a four-year contract.
Placed GBen Cleveland and TE Jacob Bree-
land on the non-football injury list.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Agreed to terms
with DE Chauncey Golston on a four-year
contract. Signed CB Nahshon Wright to a
four-year contract.

DENVERBRONCOS — Signed C/0OG Quinn
Meinerz to a four-year contract.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Agreed to
terms with DL Christian Barmore. Placed
RB Rhamondre Stevenson, LB Cameron
McGrone and DB Joshua Bledsoe on the
non-football injury list.

NEW YORK JETS — Signed OL Alijah Vera-
Tucker.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Announced
that LB Vince Williams has decided to re-
tire after eight seasons. Signed OL Ken-
drick Green.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Signed LB Fred
Warner to a five-year contract extension.
Claimed WR Nsimba Webster off waivers
from Los Angeles Rams. Signed RB Trey
Sermon to a four-year contract.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Signed OT
Robert Hainsey to a four-year contract.

SOCCER

Major League Soccer

FC DALLAS — Acquired D Caiser Gomes
on loan from North Texas SC (USL) pend-
ingreceipt of his P-1visaand international
transfer certificate.

National Women'’s Soccer League

NWSL — Rescinded all disciplinary ac-
tions against D Sam Stabb’s red card on
].!ully 18th after club’s appeal was success-

ul.

World rankings
Through July 18
1. Jon Rahm ESP 10.08
2. Dustin Johnson USA  9.69
3. Collin Morikawa USA 878
4. Justin Thomas USA 7.59
5. Xander Schauffele USA 6.74
6. Bryson DeChambeau USA 6.42

7. Brooks Koepka USA 6.38

8. Patrick Cantlay USA  6.10

9. Louis Oosthuizen SAF  6.04
10. Harris English USA 547
11.  Viktor Hovland NOR 5.45
12.  Tyrrell Hatton ENG 5.45
13. Patrick Reed USA 545
14. Jordan Spieth USA 5.38
15.  Rory Mcllroy NIR 538
16.  Webb Simpson USA  5.04

LM O1ero/AP

Big 12 commissioner Bob Bowlsby speaks to reporters during Big 12
media days on July 14 in Arlington, Texas.

Source: Texas, OU
explore joining SEC

By RavrprH D. Russo
Associated Press

The last time Texas got a wan-
dering eye for another conference
itfueled aseries of realignmentsin
college sportsthatnearlykilled the
Big12.

Texas is once again exploring
free agency, stealing the headlines
at the Southeastern Conference
media days and cranking up spec-
ulation about another round of
conference shuffling. And the
Longhorns aren’t alone in looking
around.

There have been discussions be-
tween Texas and Oklahoma and
SEC officials about switching con-
ferences, but no formal invitations
have been extended, a person with
knowledge of the situation told The
Associated Press on Wednesday
night.

The person, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because the
talks were intended tobe confiden-
tial, said officials from Texas initi-
ated the discussion. The Houston
Chronicle first reported the dis-
cussions.

Adding two members would
give the powerhouse SEC 16
teams, the most in major college
football. Losing two schools would
be a devastating blow to the 10-
member Big 12.

Questions about the report were
greeted by aseries of nocomments
from the primary parties involved,
but no denials.

“I'm talking about the 2021 sea-
son,” SEC Commissioner Greg
Sankey said at SEC football media
days.

Texas A&M athletic director
Ross Bjork was adamant about not
wanting the Longhorns, once the
school’s greatest rival, in the SEC.

“We want tobe the only SEC pro-
gram in the state of Texas,” Bjork
told reporters. “There’s a reason
why Texas A&M left the Big 12, to
be standalone, to have our own
identity. And that’s our feeling.”

SEC bylaws require at least
three-fourths (11) of the members
to vote in favor of extending an in-
vitation to join.

“The college athleticslandscape
is shifting constantly,” Oklahoma
said in a statement. “We don’t ad-
dress every anonymous rumor.”

A Texas statement offered a
similar response: “Speculation al-
ways swirls around collegiate ath-
letics. We will not address rumors
or speculation.”

Big 12 Commissioner Bob
Bowlsby did not return messages
from AP seeking comment. Just
last week at Big 12 media days in
Arlington, Texas, he talked about
how conference realignment was
no longer a top concern for the Big
12.

“Not to say it couldn’t happen,
but it’s not one of the things that
keeps me up at night,” he said.

Any move to leave the Big 12
would be complicated by an agree-
mentits schools made after the last
round of realignment to hand their
media rights over to the league
through their current television
deals. The grant of rights lines up
with the Big 12’s contracts with
Fox and ESPN and runs through
the 2024-25 school year.

Oklahoma is the only Big 12
team to make the playoff, doing so
four times. The road to the CFP
would be tougher through the SEC
but a bigger field could provide
more paths.

When Texas A&M coach Jimbo
Fisher was asked about Texas and
Oklahoma being interested in the
SEC during his session with the
media in Hoover, he said: “I bet
they would.”

“Listen, we’ve got the greatest
leagueinball,” Fishersaid. “That’s
the choices they make or what they
do, I don’t know, but I don’t know
how I feel about it.”

AP sports writer John Zenor in Hoover, Ala.,
contributed to this report.
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MLB

American League
East Division

w L Pct GB
Boston 58 38 .604 _
Tampa Bay 57 39 .594 1
New York 50 44 .532 7
Toronto 48 44 522 8
Baltimore 31 64 .326 26%2

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Chicago 58 38 .604 _
Cleveland 48 45 516 8%
Detroit 46 51 474 12%
Minnesota 41 55 .427 17
Kansas City 39 55 .415 18

West Division
w L Pct GB

Houston 58 39 .598 _
Oakland 55 42 .567 3
Seattle 51 45 .531 6%
Los Angeles 46 48 489 10'%2
Texas 35 61 .365 22%
National League
East Division

w L Pct GB
New York 50 43 .538 _
Philadelphia 47 47 500 3%
Atlanta 46 48 .489 4Y>
Washington 45 50 .474 6
Miami 41 55 .427 10%

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Milwaukee 56 41 .577 _
Cincinnati 49 47 510 6%
St. Louis 48 48 .500 V2
Chicago 47 49 490 8%
Pittsburgh 36 60 .375 19%

West Division
w L Pct GB

San Francisco 60 35 .632 _
Los Angeles 59 38 .608 2
San Diego 56 42 571 5%
Colorado 42 54 438 18
Arizona 30 68 .306 31%

Wednesday’s games

Tampa Bay 5, Baltimore 4

Kansas City 6, Milwaukee 3

Colorado 6, Seattle 3

Detroit 4, Texas 2

Boston 7, Toronto 4

Cleveland 5, Houston 4

N.Y. Yankees 6, Philadelphia 5, 10 in-
nings

Minnesota 7, Chicago White Sox 2

San Diego 3, Atlanta 2, 7 innings, 1st
game

San Diego at Atlanta, sus., 2nd game

N.Y. Mets 7, Cincinnati 0

Arizona 6, Pittsburgh 4

Miami 3, Washington 1, 10 innings

St. Louis 3, Chicago Cubs 2, 10 innings

San Francisco 4, L.A. Dodgers 2

Thursday’s games

Texas at Detroit

N.Y. Yankees at Boston
Tampa Bay at Cleveland

L.A. Angels at Minnesota
Oakland at Seattle

Atlanta at Philadelphia

San Diego at Miami

Chicago Cubs at St. Louis

San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers

Friday’s games

Washington (Corbin 6-8) at Baltimore
(L6pez 2-12)

N.Y. Yankees (Cole 10-4) at Boston (Ro-
driguez 7-5) .

Tampa Bay (Fleming 7-5) at Cleveland
(Plesac 5-3 .
0 ;)I'oronto (Matz 8-4) at N.Y. Mets (Megill

Chicago White Sox (Giolito 8-6) at Mil-
waukee (Peralta 7-3

Det)roit (Peralta3-1) at Kansas City (Bub-
ic2-4

L.A. Angels (Cobb 7-3) at Minnesota
(Happ 5-5) L

Texas (Allard 2-7) at Houston (Odorizzi

3-5)
6 g)akland (Montas 8-8) at Seattle (Kikuchi

-5)

Arizona (Gallen 1-4) at Chicago Cubs
(Davies 5-6)

Atlanta (Fried 7-5) at Philadelphia
(Wheeler 7-5)

San Diego (Musgrove 5-7) at Miami
(Thompson 2-2)

St. Louis (LeBlanc 0-2) at Cincinnati
(Mabhle 7-3)

Pittsburgh (Kuhl 3-5) at San Francisco
(Cueto 6-5) )

Colorado (Gonzalez 3-6) at L.A. Dodgers
(Price 4-0)

Calendar

July 25 — Hall of Fame induction, Coo-
perstown, N.Y. i

Aug. 12 — New York Yankees vs. Chicago
White Sox at Dyersville, lowa.

Brewers find success on the road

Team has the largest
division lead in the NL,
thanks to a 29-18 mark
when it is on the road

By STEVE MEGARGEE
Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — The Milwau-
kee Brewers are up 62 games in
the National League Central, the
largest division lead of any Na-
tional League team. It’s their suc-
cess away from Milwaukee that
has helped them build that cush-
ion.

Milwaukee’s weekend sweep at
NL Central rival Cincinnati im-
proved the Brewers’ road record
to 29-18, the best in the majors.
The Brewers lost two straight at
home on Tuesday and Wednesday
to the Kansas City Royals.

Outfielder Christian Yelich
credits the Brewers’ road success
to their togetherness.

“Everybody really likes each
other, picks each other up,” Yelich
said. “Just the toughness. Every-
body just wants to win, and we’re
willing to do whatever it takes to
get that done.”

For whatever reason, those
traits have stood out more when
they’re away from Milwaukee.
The Brewers have been even bet-
ter on the road than at home,
where they’re 27-23.

“There’s not an explanation for
that,” manager Craig Counsell
said. “You just play a good base-
ball game and that’s what hap-
pens. We get into that all the time
— day-game records, road re-
cords. It’s just playing good base-
ball.”

The Brewers have been playing
great baseball for the last two
months as they’ve withstood a
multitude of injuries. Their 35-18
record since May 22 is the best in
baseball during that stretch.

May 22 was the day shortstop
Willy Adames made his Brewers
debut, and his acquisition from
Tampa Bay has played a big role
in Milwaukee’s emergence.
Adames, who was hitting .197 with

BRryAN WooLsToN/AP

The Milwaukee Brewers’ Jace Peterson, left, celebrates with Willy Adames after the team’s win at Cincin-
nati on Sunday. The team has the best road winning percentage in the majors.

617

The Milwaukee Brewers’ road winning
percentage, the best in baseball. The
team is .540 at home.

SOURCE: Associated Press

the Rays, has batted .302 with a
.388 on-base percentage, 11 home-
rs and 38 RBIs in 51 games with
Milwaukee.

But there are plenty of other
reasons why Milwaukee leads the
NL Central.

The trio of All-Stars heading the
rotation — Brandon Woodruff,
Corbin Burnes and Freddy Peral-
ta— have helped the Brewers lead
the majors in strikeouts (985) and
rank third in ERA (3.39). Oppo-
nents are hitting .213 against Mil-
waukee.

All-Star closer Josh Hader
struggled in the week leading up
to the All-Star break but has other-
wise been exceptional. All-Star
catcher Omar Narvéaez has batted
.288 with a .383 on-base percent-

age, up dramatically from his .176
average and .294 OBP in 2020.

Avisail Garcia’s 17 homers are
three off his career high. Luis
Urias, who didn’t homer at all last
season, has gone deep 13 times this
year. Role players such as Jace
Peterson and Tyrone Taylor have
provided a boost.

That has enabled the Brewers to
thrive even without getting the ex-
pected contributions from notable
position players.

Lorenzo Cain hasn’t played
since May 31 due to a hamstring
injury, though he’s getting closer
to a return. Jackie Bradley Jr. is
hitting .177. Kolten Wong has gone
on the injured list three times. Yel-
ich, the 2018 NL. MVP, isn’t hitting
for much power — his slugging
percentage is .383.

Yelich showed signs of progress
by hitting a go-ahead RBI double
in the 11th inning Saturday and
homering Sunday.

Although the Brewers have re-
ached the postseason each of the
last three years, this big lead puts
them in an unfamiliar position.

Last year, they capitalized on
MLB’s expanded playoff format to
reach the postseason without ever
being above .500. They reached
the playoffs in 2018 and 2019 by
making huge stretch runs.

“It’s a bad week away from be-
ing a really tight race,” Yelich
said. “It’s far, far, far from over.”

The surging Brewers aren’t the
biggest story in Milwaukee, where
the Bucks won their first NBA title
since 1971. The Bucks’ run caught
the attention of the Brewers, who
moved Tuesday’s game to an af-
ternoon start so it wouldn’t con-
flict with Game 6 of the NBA Fi-
nals.

“We’re all excited,” said Coun-
sell, who attended the Bucks’
Game 4 victory. “We really are. I
mean, the clubhouse is excited for
them, I know that. We’ve been
talking about it a lot and we’re
thrilled and happy for the city and
happy for all the fans. It’s a really,
really cool thing.”

The Brewers would love to keep
the excitement going around Mil-
waukee well into October.

Beyond Ohtani’s greatness, some first-half lessons

By BiLL MADDEN
New York Daily News
NEW YORK — Shohei Ohtani is drawing
comparisons to Babe Ruth, Jacob deGrom is
drawing comparisons to Bob Gibson and the
two Latin juniors, Fernando Tatis and Vladi-
mir Guerrero, are living up to all their hype
and off to what is shaping up as the first of
many MVP seasons for both.
Those are the obvious. Here are some other
more subtle things we’ve learned from the first
half of the season:

Diaz trade not looking so had

It’s taken a couple of years, but Edwin Diaz
seems to have adjusted to the pressures of New
York and become a dependable closer (19-

for-21 saves, no homers allowed, 1.17 WHIP,
50:14 strikeouts-to-walk ratio) for the Mets. On
the other hand, Jarred Kelenic, the much ac-
claimed lefty-slugging center fielder ex-GM
Brodie Van Wagenen traded for Diaz, flopped
miserably in his Mariners debut this year (.096
in 23 games, five hits in hislast 84 plate appear-
ances including 0-for-39 before being demoted
to Tacoma). Kelenic is now back with Seattle.

La Russa has silenced his critics
The media jackals, who have been waiting
(or is it rooting?) for the 76-year-old Hall of
Fame manager to fail, are probably hard-
pressed to explain how the White Sox, despite a
devastating spate of injuries to so many of their
best players — Eloy Jimenez, Luis Robert,

Nick Madrigal and most recently Yasmani
Grandal — went into the break with the largest
gap of any of the six division leaders. More-
over, it would appear no team in baseball has
better clubhouse chemistry than La Russa’s
White Sox.

Cora a difference-maker in Boston

OK, so maybe this isn’t your old fashioned
nuclear-powered American League East any-
more, but who among us would have predicted
the Red Sox, mostly dreadful last year (when
Cora was in exile) with one of the worst pitch-
ing staffs in baseball, would be leading the divi-
sion at the All-Star break. This despite the 21st
worst starters’ ERA (4.47) and the most errors
(65) in the majors.
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New franchise
sets Its roster

Kraken take 30 in expansion draft

By Tim BootH
Associated Press

SEATTLE — What the expan-
sion draft of the Seattle Kraken
lacked in drama it made up for with
quirks, production and a giant par-
ty to celebrate one of the biggest
steps in the launch of the NHL’s
newest team.

“I envisioned this a lot of differ-
ent ways and this is unbelievable,”
Seattle coach Dave Hakstol said.
“All the boats on the lake behind us,
the scene on the other side of the
stage. It’s awesome.”

Any unknowns about Seattle’s
selections evaporated when all 30
names leaked hours before the
team announced its selections on
the shore of Lake Union. It was still
acelebratory night to introduce the
nucleus of a team that will make its
debut at Vegas in a matchup of the
league’s two newest teams in mid-
October and play its first home
game on Oct. 23 against rival Van-
couver.

One pick was announced by an
octopus from the Seattle Aquar-
ium. Another came written on a
fish thrown in the city’s legendary
Pike Place Market. And there was
an assembly line of Seattle sports
celebrities taking part, from Sue
Bird to Marshawn Lynch.

Fans on all types of aquatic de-
vices — paddleboards, kayaks and
all sizes of boats — created a flotilla

Scoreboard

NHL expansion draft list

SEATTLE — Players taken Friday by the
Seattle Kraken in the NHL’s expansion

draft:
Seattle

Goaltenders — Chris Driedger, Florida;
Joey Daccord, Ottawa; Vitek Vanecek,
Washington.

Defensemen — Jeremy Lauzon, Boston;
William Borgen, Buffalo; Dennis Cholow-
ski, Detroit; Cale Fleury, Montreal; Gavin
Bayreuther, Columbus; Jamie Oleksiak,
Dallas; Carson Soucy, Minnesota; Vince
Dunn, St. Louis; Haydn Fleury, Anaheim;
Mark Giordano, Calgary; Adam Larsson,
Edmonton; Kurtis MacDermid, Los An-
geles.

Forwards — Yanni Gourde, Tampa Bay;
Jared McCann, Toronto; Morgan Geekie,
Carolina; Nathan Bastian, New Jersey; Jor-
dan Eberle, New York lIslanders; Colin
Blackwell, New York Rangers; Carsen
Twarynski, Philadelphia; Brandon Tanev,
Pittsburgh; Tyler Pitlick, Arizona; John
Quenneville, Chicago; Joonas Donskoi,
Colorado; Calle Jarnkrok, Nashville; Ma-
son Appleton, Winnipeg; Alexander True,
San Jose; Kole Lind, Vancouver.

traffic jam on Lake Union. There
were giant inflatable octopuses,
makeshift Stanley Cups and when
Gary Bettman appeared next to the
shore, he was soundly booed as all
commissioners are.

“It proves you're true hockey
fans,” Bettman said to the group on
the water, leading to chants of “Ga-
ry, Gary, Gary!”

It was clear that flexibility with
the salary cap was one of Seattle’s
biggest priorities in setting its first
roster. Of the 30 players selected,
Seattle committed only $54 million

=3 JAMIE Ol
2w cARSON

Tep S. WARREN/AP

New Kraken players, from left, Jordan Eberle, Chris Dreidger, Brandon Tanev, Jamie Oleksiak, Hadyn
Fluery and Mark Giordano pose for a photo Wednesday after the expansion draft in Seattle.

of a possible $81.5 million, not in-
cluding a few restricted free agents
who will push the number closer to
$60 million should they stay.

The side deals and trades that
Vegas fleeced the league with four
years ago were absent this time
around. Vegas announced 10 trades
during its expansion draft; Seattle,
ZEero.

“Last time around (with Vegas),
teams were paying a price to stay
away from guys. This time, they
weren’t willing to do that because
GMs learned,” Seattle general
manager Ron Francis said. “What
they were looking to do is get us to
take bad money or bad contracts in
order to leave somebody exposed
and for us we think (cap space) was
the most valuable asset we had

right now, especially in potentially
aflat cap environment for a year or
two.”

Defense was clearly a priority
for Seattle, whether to build its own
depth or for the opportunity to flip
players for other options. A few
seem locks to stay, like Adam Lars-
son and Jamie Oleksiak, both unre-
stricted free agents who signed
long-term deals with Seattle. Lars-
son got a $16 million, four-year deal
and Oleksiak got $23 million over
five years.

Veteran Mark Giordano from
Calgary was thought to be a possi-
ble option for flipping, but seemed
unlikely when he walked on stage
and pulled on the Kraken home jer-
sey.

Giordano, 37, has the biggest cap

hit of any player taken but could
soon wear the captain’s “C” when
they open their inaugural season.

“It feels a little bit different to-
day, but it’s been crazy last day or
s0,” Giordano said. “This is the first
time in my career I've ever been
drafted, so thank you to the Kraken
and I’'m happy to be here.”

As far as other players selected,
the Kraken got their goaltender in
late-blooming Chris Driedger, and
veteran forwards Jordan Eberle
and Jared McCann. Seattle took
Tampa Bay forward Yanni Gourde
but he will miss at least the first
month of the season following
shoulder surgery.

AP hockey writers Stephen Whyno and John
Wawrow contributed to this report.

Three Wolverines among top prospects for draft

By JouN WAwWROW
Associated Press

So much attention on Michigan’s hockey
program, and too few seats for scouts at
Yost Ice Arena due to COVID-19 restric-
tions, created early season challenges for
Wolverines coach Mel Pearson.

“NHL people were trying to find their
way into a our building in a lot of different
ways, whether as an usher or working in
the press box or whatever,” Pearson said
with a chuckle, recalling some of the more
creative credential requests he received
from scouts after being initially limited to
16 seats for 32 NHL teams.

Eventually, everyone who needed a spot
got one.

The sudden surge in interest was readily
apparent, and not simply because the Big
Ten — unlike Canada’s three top junior
leagues — was one of North America’s few
developmental leagues able to pull off a full
season last year.

Ann Arbor, Mich., became a must-stop
on the scouting trail because of a Wolve-
rines lineup featuring a trio of highly touted
freshmen in defenseman Owen Power and
forwards Kent Johnson and Mathew Be-

SercGEI GRITS/AP

Mathew Beniers helped the U.S. win gold
at the World Junior championships.

niers.
At 6-foot-6 and 213 pounds, the smooth-
skating, play-making Power is the NHL

Central Scouting Bureau’s top-ranked
North American player, with Johnson list-
ed third and Beniers sixth entering the
draft on Friday night.

Michigan could become the first college
hockey program to have three players se-
lected in the first round. Michigan State in
1990, Boston College in 2000 and Ohio State
in 2001 each had two players selected in the
first round.

“It’s an extraordinary year to say the
least. And I'm coming up on my 40th year
in college hockey at the Division I level,”
Pearson said. “I’ve been around some high-
end players, but never the quality and the
quantity that we’re seeing here at Michi-
gan. Just extremely proud and extremely
happy for the young men and their fam-
ilies.”

Add in defenseman Luke Hughes
(ranked fourth), who is committed to play-
ing at Michigan this season, and the draft
will have a distinct Go Blue theme to it
while being held remotely for a second con-
secutive year due to the pandemic.

Canadian junior center Mason McTavish
is the second-ranked North American skat-
er, while Swedish left wing William Eklund

is the top-ranked European.

The Buffalo Sabres hold the first pick,
followed by the expansion Seattle Kraken
and Anaheim Ducks.

Power finished with three goals and 16
points in 26 games to earn conference all-
rookie team honors. From Mississauga,
Ontario, he then represented Canada at the
World Championship, where he finished
with three assists and won gold. His per-
formance, especially being able to show-
case his skating ability on the larger Eu-
ropean ice surface in Latvia, cemented his
top ranking.

Power could be the third NCAA player
selected first in the NHL Draft, joining Mi-
chigan State’s Joe Murphy, who went No. 1
to Detroit in 1986, and Boston University
goalie Rick DiPietro (New York Islanders,
2000).

Johnson, from North Vancouver, British
Columbia, finished second among college
freshmen with 27 points (nine goals, 18 as-
sists) while making the switch from center
to wing. Beniers, from Hingham, Mass.,
finished with 14 goals and 14 assists, and
helped the U.S. win gold at the World Ju-
nior championships.
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MitcH ALcaLa/AP

Oklahoma State’s Cade Cunningham brings the ball up the court. The Detroit Pistons have the first pick in
the draft on July 29 and Cunningham is the favorite to be that pick.

NBA gears shift quickly
into very short offseason

By Tim REYNOLDS
Associated Press

Detroit, you are on the clock.

The NBA offseason —if you can
call it that — is here. The Milwau-
kee Bucks officially flipped the
league calendar to summer on
Tuesday night, capturing their
first title in SO years and turning
out the lights on a season that navi-
gated its way through a pandemic
to crown a new champion.

There isn’t much of a break, of
course.

The NBA Draft, with the Pistons
holding the No. 1 pick and presum-
ably the chance to choose Oklaho-
ma State’s Cade Cunningham, is
fast-approaching on July 29. Free
agency starts in less than two
weeks, on Aug. 2. Most new con-
tracts can be signed starting Aug.
6, and summer league opens two
days after that.

“We made it. We crowned a
champion,” NBA Commissioner
Adam Silver said during the tro-
phy ceremony in Milwaukee on
Tuesday night. “I have to say play-
ing through a pandemic required
enormous resilience from all 30
teams. Thank you to every team
and every player in the league for
a tremendous season.”

And now, it’s already next sea-
son.

The good news is there’s a sense
of normalcy, even amid a pandem-
ic, and the NBA plans to continue
along that path. Training camps
will begin in late September, as is
the new normal. Preseason games
are back in early October, and the
league’s 76th season — even
though it’'ll be celebrating its 75th

anniversary all year long — starts
Oct. 19.

That’s not even three months
away.

The pandemic was the storyline
of the entire season — obviously,
since it has been the storyline
across the entire planet — and no
one in the NBA expects that next
season will be able to start without
the continued threat of COVID-19.
Protocols will remain in place;
how many and how strict will de-
pend on the virus and what’s hap-
pening in the world in a few
months.

“I think the players have a bet-
ter understanding of sort of what
we’re up against in trying to run
this business and I think we have a
better understanding of the play-
ers and what it’s like to travel the
amount they do and to the stresses
they’re under, the emotional and
physical burdens they’re under by
competing at this level,” Silver
said at the start of the finals. “And
hopefully we can continue to build
on that.”

Some issues to watch over the
coming days and weeks:

Injuries

Players missing time with inju-
ries was a major issue this season
and the offseason already has seen
more news on that front.

Kawhi Leonard of the Los An-
geles Clippers just had surgery to
repair a partially torn ACL; inju-
ries to that ligament, unfortunate-
ly, aren’t rare in basketball, but
partial tears are not exactly com-
mon. The Clippers haven’t said
how long they think he’ll be side-

lined. ACL reconstruction tends to
cost players several months, and
that means the start of Leonard’s
season is in obvious doubt.

Free agency

Chris Paul helped Phoenix get
to the NBA Finals and now has a
decision to make about his $44
million option for next season. He
could opt-in and stay, or opt-out —
and quite possibly still stay, if he
and the Suns work out a new deal.

There will be plenty of seasoned
veterans on the market, including
Kyle Lowry and Mike Conley. Le-
onard could be a free agent as
well, if so inclined.

An interesting situation to
watch will be Victor Oladipo, most
recently of Miami and someone
who would like to remain with the
Heat. He’s coming off another leg
surgery and may not be ready to
start next season, which could cer-
tainly affect his number of suitors
— and how much they will be will-
ing to offer him.

The draft

Detroit picks first, followed by
Houston, Cleveland and Toronto.
Orlando has two picks in the top
eight and Oklahoma City has three
picks in the first 18 — the start of
the massive haul of draft capital
that the Thunder have acquired in
recent years.

New coaches

At minimum, seven teams will
open next season with new coach-
es — Washington, New Orleans,
Dallas, Indiana, Orlando, Boston
and Portland.

OLYMPIC ROUNDUP

Abbott 1-hitter lifts
US over Canada for
2-0 softball start

Associated Press

FUKUSHIMA, Japan — Six
outs from her second Olympic no-
hitter, Monica Abbott was cling-
ing to a one-run lead when she
walked Canada’s Jen Gilbert lead-
ing off the sixth inning, and pinch-
hitter Sara Groenewegen lined a
0-2 pitch to the right-center field
gap.

Center fielder Haylie McCleney
picked up the ball at the wall and
fired to Ali Aguilar. The second
baseman made a perfect one-hop
throw to catcher Aubree Munro,
who moved up the third-base line
and swiped a tag on sliding pinch-
runner Joey Lye for the out.

“It’s fun to be on the mound to
watch that,” Abbott said after her
one-hitter led the United States
over Canada 1-0 on Thursday. “I
don’t want to give up a hit like that,
but, man oh man, it took a lot of
confidence in me on our defense.”

Amanda Chidester hit an RBI
single in the fifth off loser Jenna
Caira that scored McCleney, who
went 3-for-3 with a walk and has
reached base seven times in two
games.

Trying to regain the gold medal
itlost to Japan in the 2008 final, the
U.S. improved to 2-0. After a day
off for the opening ceremony in
Tokyo, the tournament shifts to
Yokohama on Saturday.

Abbott, 6-foot-3 and slim, has a
Randy Johnson-like reach that re-
duces her release point from the
43-foot rubber to about 37 feet
from the plate. Pitching a week be-
fore her 36th birthday, she struck
out nine, walked three and needed
102 pitches in the Americans’ sec-
ond consecutive one-hitter.

Australia stuns Argentina

in men’s soccer

SAPPORO, Japan — Two-time
Olympic men’s soccer champion
Argentina was stunned 2-0 by
Australia in their opening game at
the Tokyo Games on Thursday.

In its first Olympic game since
2008, Australia took the lead
through Lachlan Wales’ tap-in the
14th minute at the Sapporo Dome.

Argentina had Francisco Orte-
ga sent off after being booked
twice late in the first half. Marco
Tilio then secured the victory in
the 80th, just a minute after com-
ing off the bench.

In other Olympic soccer news:

W Just 11 days after losing the
Copa America final to Argentina
in Rio de Janeiro and now 10 time
zones away with Brazil’s un-
der-23s team, Richarlison scored
a hat trick inside the opening half
hour against Germany on Thurs-

JaE C. Hong/AP

United States pitcher Monica
Abbott threw a one-hitter in a 1-0
defeat of Canada on Wednesday.

day.

It helped Brazil open the men’s
soccer tournament with a 4-2 vic-
tory.

Brazil beat Germany in a shoo-
tout for the gold in Rio.

Crabb out, Bourne in for
US beach volleyball team

TOKYO — American beach vol-
leyball player Taylor Crabb is out
of the Olympics after four positive
COVID-19 tests, and Tri Bourne
will take his place as the partner of
four-time Olympian Jake Gibb
when the competition begins this
weekend.

Crabb confirmed his withdraw-
al on Thursday in a statement to
The Associated Press, noting that
he was vaccinated and tested neg-
ative before he left the United
States but tested positive when he
arrived in Japan.

The Olympic beach volleyball
tournament begins Saturday at
Tokyo’s Shiokaze Park, with Gibb
and Bourne scheduled to play
their first match on Sunday night
against Italy.

Top shooter out hecause
of positive COVID test

TOKYO — Top-ranked shooter
Amber Hill has tested positive for
COVID-19 at home in Britain and
will miss the Tokyo Olympics.

The world No. 1 in women’s
skeet says: “There are no words to
describe how I'm feeling right
now.”

Hill’'s event is scheduled on
Sunday and Monday and no shoo-
ter will take Britain’s entry as her
replacement.
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The United States’ Christen Press reacts as Sweden’s players
celebrate their third goal during Wednesday’s women’s soccer match

at the Summer Olympics in Tokyo.

US women

regroup

after loss to Sweden

By ANNE M. PETERSON
Associated Press

TOKYO — While it certainly
wasn’t the Olympic start the U.S.
women’s soccer team had antici-
pated, arare loss didn’t skewer the
squad’s hopes for gold.

The United States fell to Swe-
den 3-0 Wednesday night in the
team’s opener in Tokyo, snapping
a 44-match unbeaten streak. It
was a surprising result for the fa-
vorites in the field.

In fact, it may have lit a fire.

Defender Tierna Davidson said
Thursday that veteran Kelley
O’Hara was rallying the squad
ahead of Saturday’s match against
New Zealand.

“She was like: ‘We don’t have a
choice. We have to come out the
next game and we have to be abso-
lutely ruthless.”” Davidson said.
“So I think that’s what everyone
has on their mind right now.”

There’s still a good chance that
the world’s top-ranked team
makes it to the knockout round
and even a medal match. At the
2008 Beijing Olympics, the United
States fell 2-0 to Norway in the
first match, then went on to win
gold — a fact U.S. forward Chris-
ten Press pointed to after the
game.

“We’ve had a long string of wins
and I think we haven’t had a lot of
games where we had to come
back,” Press said. “I think it was
actually really good to have this
match. In 2008 we lost our first
match and team won gold. So I
think now we’re seeing this as a
learning opportunity. And the
message is already ‘Heads up, put
it behind us, next game.” There’s
no time in a tournament like this to
dwell.”

It was the first loss for the Unit-
ed States since January 2019,
when the team fell to France 3-1in
Le Havre. The U.S. went on to win
the World Cup that summer.

The Americans are vying for

Ricarpo MazaLAN/AP

The United States’ Julie Ertz
reacts after the loss to Sweden.

their fifth overall gold medal,
more than any other nation, in a
sport that joined the Olympics on-
lyin1996. They’re aiming to be the
first women’s team to win an
Olympic title following a World
Cup.

The United States failed to med-
al at the Rio de Janeiro Games af-
ter it was ousted in the quarterfi-
nals by — yep — Sweden. And the
Swedes drew 1-1 with the Ameri-
cans in April, the team’s only non-
victory this year.

“I think we just got a little bit in
our head,” Megan Rapinoe admit-
ted. “We’ll obviously watch film
and all that, but you drop points in
the beginning of a tournament and
now you’re in sort of a do-or-die
mode. So you’ve got to pick up
points, otherwise we’re going
home quick, and you don’t want to
do that.”

The United States moves on to
Saitama, where they’ll play the
Ferns on Saturday as the group
stage continues. Sweden will play
Australia in the group.

Boast: Gains for women at ti
meant fewer opportunities for

FROM PAGE 48

the Tokyo Games in a push toward
gender equity. There are an equal
number of women and men for ev-
ery sport, excluding baseball and
softball because of differing roster
sizes.

The I0C said women’s partici-
pation in Tokyo will be 49%, up
from 45% at Rio, a nearly even
split with the men. The committee
also noted that when women made
their Olympic debut at the Paris
Games in 1900, there were only 22
females out of 997 total athletes.
Those pioneers competed across
five sports, among them croquet
and equestrian.

“Tokyo 2020 is predicted to be
the most gender equal yet with fe-
male participation,” the IOC said.

The new opportunities come in
several sports and several sizes:
Great Britain, for example, is
sending more women than men to
the Olympics for the first time. In
water polo, two additional teams
were added, for a total of 10. It’s
still two shy of the men’s tourna-
ment, but a win for the women’s
movement.

Gains for women in many cases
meant fewer opportunities for
men. Boxing will feature 100
women in five classes, up from 36
fighters over three classes in Rio.
But two men’s classes were drop-
ped.

Weightlifting this year is equal
at seven teams for both men and
women, but reached the mark by
dropping a men’s team. Women’s
canoeing was added, but the
men’s 200 and men’s kayak double
200 were dropped — a decision
met with unfavorable reactions
from male athletes when it was an-
nounced in 2016.

Erik Vicek, who took silver with
Slovakia in Rio, argued when
women’s canoe was added that fe-
males should only kayak because
females canoeing “doesn’t look
good.” A Czech paddler joked ca-
noeing is harmful to a woman’s
posture.

The changes went through, to
multiple sports, with rifle proba-
bly undergoing the most change.
The sport lost men’s prone rifle,
men’s free pistol and men’s double
trap, all replaced by mixed team
events in air rifle, air pistol and
trap.

Luczak, now 32, knows she ben-
efited at the expense of male
teammates. The women’s coxless
four returns to competition for the
first time since 1992, but it replac-
es the men’s lightweight coxless
four.

“It’s not great when you have to
take something away from the
men’s side to add to the women’s.
It’s never fun seeing people find
out their opportunity is gone,”
Luczak said. “But in creating an
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Jae C. Hong/AP

Maggie Steffens, a member of the U.S. women’s water polo team,
trains at MWR Aquatic Training Center in Los Alamitos, Calif., in April.

49%

Women's participation in Tokyo will be
49%, up from 45% at Rio — a nearly
even split with the men — according
to the International Olympic commit-
tee.

SOURCE: Associated Press

equal number of opportunities, it
shows there is a pathway for fe-
male athletes.”

Luczak left her fiancé behind at
home and moved in with a host
family in Princeton, N.J., while
she trained. She also traded a pay-
check for a stipend, simply be-
cause the four additional seats
were too tantalizing for her to not
even try.

Tightening the gender gap was
a cause for many women. The
equality issues were heightened
when discrepancies for men and
women were exposed at this
year’s NCAA basketball tourna-
ment. Images shared on social
media of the women’s grossly un-
derequipped weight room became
the symbol for the injustices all fe-
male athletes have suffered in the
shadow of men.

Former Stanford water polo
player Maggie Steffens said the
gender inequality at the NCAA
tournament “hurt my heart to see”
but was also an eye-opener. Stef-
fens is a two-time Olympic gold
medalist, two-time Olympic MVP
and captain of the U.S. women’s
team, but she had always assumed
the better-known women’s sports

received better treatment than
water polo.

“The women’s basketball teams
are in the tournament, they have
all these fans, they’re on TV and
you think ‘Look how lucky they
are,’ ” Steffens said. “But the be-
hind-the-scenes stuff comes out
and you find out they have it just
the same as you.

“For it to all come out and see it
from the athletes’ point of view,
for what people don’t see to now be
visible, maybe it showed that
women can get it done. We don’t
need all the fancy stuff, we don’t
care. We’ll do it anyway.”

Not every addition was a blow to
men’s sports. Swimming added
the 1,500-meter freestyle for wom-
en for the first time, while the
men’s 800 free was returned to
competition for the first time since
1904. The mixed gender relay
makes its Olympic debut.

Five new sports were added this
year — baseball/softball, karate,
skateboarding, sport climbing and
surfing — and the I0OC demanded
they have equal numbers of men
and women.

There are still large gaps to
close, particularly in funding and
prize money outside of the Olym-
pics. Steffens this year saw a long
push for equal pay at one partic-
ular tournament come to fruition
and posted a photo of the triumph
labeled #equalpay. Pioneer wom-
en’s water polo player Maureen
O’Toole commented, “Wait what.
You get paid!! That must be
nice!!!” on the social media post.
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Cold War added fire to 1964 Olympics

East vs. West tensions
raged while the Games
were played in Tokyo

By SETH RoBSoN
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO

mperor Hirohito led a

crowd of 72,000 people

packed into Japan’s Na-

tional Stadium in cheer-

ing 7,000 young athletes as they

marched into the arena for the

Olympic opening ceremonies on
Oct. 10, 1964.

“Tokyo Lights the Olympic
Flame” was the front-page head-
line in Pacific Stars and Stripes
the next morning announcing the
start of the first games to be held in
Asia.

“Guns sounded, 10,000 gaily
colored balloons were released,
and pigeons fluttered around the
stadium after the athletes gath-
ered before the crowd,” the news-
paper reported. “The Olympic
flame ... was ignited by a torch
brought from Mount Olympus in
Greece.”

The “biggest Olympic Games in
history” began after “three years
of break-neck preparations” that
saw Japan’s once war-torn capital
transformed into a modern won-
der with newly built skyscrapers,
elevated expressways and the
country’s first bullet train, which
began operating the month of the
games.

But that Olympics was also held
with Cold War tensions at a fever
pitch as the Russians vied with the
West for nuclear and space su-
premacy and communist insur-
gencies threatened to topple
Southeast Asian nations like dom-
inoes.

“US Wins Its 1st Gold Medal,”
Stars and Stripes announced in a
front-page headline on Oct. 14, but
that news was overshadowed by
the lead story: “Historic First — 3

Stars and Stripes

Joe Frazier of the United States is declared the winner over Vadim Yemelyanov of the Soviet Union during
the heavyweight boxing semifinals at the 1964 Olympic Games in Tokyo. Frazier went on to win gold.

MEN IN SPACESHIP; ORBITED
BY SOVIETS.”

Cold War, cold drinks

At the Olympic Village in To-
kyo, “a billboard went up under
the hammer and sickle flag over
the Russian headquarters ... char-
ting, in Russian, the Soviet
Union’s medal scores for the last
three Olympics and their target
for the 18th Olympiad here,” The
Associated Press reported Oct. 16.

The billboard, which showed
Russia targeting a record 210
medals at the games — 39 more
than the United States won in
Rome four years earlier — was re-
moved after a Russian-speaking
American reporter was spotted
jotting down the information, ac-
cording to the story.

That same day AP reported that
capitalist Coca-Cola and Pepsi

U.S. Navy

In the Oct. 17, 1964 edition reporting the overthrow of Soviet leader
Nikita Khrushchev, Stars and Stripes ran this photograph of the USS
Kearsarge cruising in the South China Sea.

were being served on three huge
Soviet ships moored in Tokyo Bay
as floating hotels for Russian and
Eastern European visitors to the
Olympics.

Soviet leader Nikita Khrush-
chev was overthrown midway
through the games. In the Oct. 17
edition reporting his ouster, Stars
and Stripes ran an aerial photo-
graph of the USS Kearsarge cruis-
ing in the South China Sea while
its crew paraded on deck forming
the Olympic rings and the mess-
age “64 OLYMPICS.”

Meanwhile, China tested its
first atomic bomb, according to an
Oct. 18 story above a photograph
of American Wyomia Tyus sprint-
ing to gold in the 100-meter race.
Days later, scientists detected fal-
lout from the blast in Japan, ac-
cording to an Oct. 20 United Press
International story.

Along with the Olympics, news-
papers during the games were al-
so full of reports on the fighting in
Vietnam.

James Pickerell, a former Navy
and Stars and Stripes photogra-
pher, was shot by the Viet Cong
while working as a freelancer, be-
coming the first newsman to be
wounded in the conflict, according
to an Oct. 21 UPI report.

Military memories

On Oct. 16, Stars and Stripes ran
another UPI story that said Japa-
nese boy scouts handed out 50,000
portable ashtrays to fans entering
the main stadium.

The same day, sports writer
Staff Sgt. Dick Kelly wrote of U.S.
games athletes: “Wearing their

w‘—

Stars and Stripes

Emperor Hirohito led a crowd of
72,000 people packed into
Japan’s National Stadium in
cheering 7,000 young athletes
during the Opening Ceremonies.

cowboy hats, they were easy to
spot. You could find them dancing
in the International Club, trying
on Oriental clothes in the (Olym-
pic) Village stores and enjoying
the favorite pastime here of girl
watching.”

Kelly interviewed Army Sgt.
Mel Pender at the hospital on the
now-closed Tachikawa Air Base
in Tokyo for an Oct. 20 story. Pen-
der ran the semifinal and final of
the 100 meters with a torn abdom-
inal muscle.

He placed sixth and collapsed
after the race, won in a record
10.06 seconds by teammate “Bul-
let” Bob Hayes. But Pender still
wanted to compete in the 400-me-
ter relay, according to the story.

“I promised my wife and daugh-
ter I’'d bring them home a gold
medal,” he told Kelly. “If there
would have been more time be-
tween the semifinals and the finals
of the 100, I think I could have won

it.”

Pender was too injured to com-
pete again in Tokyo but, after the
games, he became an officer and
was awarded a Bronze Star in
Vietnam. He went on to win relay
gold at the 1968 games in Mexico
City.

Former Pacific Stars and
Stripes librarian Toshi Cooper, 95,
worked at the Olympic press cen-
ter during the games.

She recalled, during a July 9
phone interview, putting on a
smart uniform, translating for an
army of international press and
building up an impressive collec-
tion of Olympic pins.

Cooper saw the finish of the
marathon, won by Abebe Bikila of
Ethiopia, who had raced to gold in
bare feet four years earlier in
Rome.

“I didn’t get to see too many oth-
er games because of my job, but I
really wanted to see this famous
runner,” she said. “It was a once-
in-a-lifetime type thing, you know.
I can still hear the roaring cheers
that covered the big stadium.”

‘The crowd is everything’

Masahiko Nakamura, 87, a
Stars and Stripes photographer at
the games, recalled the throngs of
cheering people who lined the
marathon route.

“Everywhere there were big
crowds,” he saidin a July 12 phone
interview.

The 1964 Olympics were the
first broadcast in color and the
first beamed to Americans by sat-
ellite. Nakamura said he bought
his first color television to watch
the events.

Mike Mealey, 81, of Park City,
Utah, reported on the ’64 games as
a 23-year-old private first class af-
ter he was drafted into the Army.

Stars and Stripes sent the for-
mer Oakland Tribune reporter to
work as a combat correspondent
in Vietnam, but he was back in To-
kyo for the Olympics, he recalled
in a July 12 telephone interview.

“The Japanese were the Japa-
nese,” he said of the games’ orga-
nizers. “They did everything to the
nth degree. They did a beautiful
games.”

Mealey covered events ranging
from swimming to athletics, box-
ing and judo. A highlight was sit-
ting in a press box next to Jesse
Owens, a four-time gold medalist
in track and field from the 1936
Berlin Olympics, he recalled.

At each event, enthusiastic lo-
cals were an important part of the
action, Mealey said.

“It’s going to be strange with no
spectators (this year), because the
crowd is everything,” he said.

robson.seth@stripes.com
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Spain’s Pau Gasol, left, goes after a rebound along with Argentina’s Andres Nocioni during the semifinals
of the World Basketball Championships in Saitama, Japan, on Sept. 1, 2006.

Spain reigned, US was upset
last time Japan hosted hoops

By BriaN MAHONEY
Associated Press

When major international bas-
ketball last came to the Tokyo ar-
ea, the U.S. sent LeBron James,
Dwyane Wade, Chris Paul and
Carmelo Anthony.

All great players.

Just not good enough.

“We lost,” Paul said.

The 2006 world championship
was perhaps the last truly wide-
open international basketball
event. Argentina arrived as Olym-
pic champion and Spain left as the
world champion, the last time for a
long while anyone other than the
U.S. would hold either title.

It’s where Marc Gasol’s career
took off and where a devastated
Mike Krzyzewski contemplated
his ending — as the U.S. coach,
anyway, after what was his lone
loss.

Even now, 15 years later, play-
ers can still recall certain mo-
ments as if they happened only 15
minutes earlier.

“I think it was a very good tour-
nament,” Argentina’s Luis Scola
said, adding there were “good me-
mories” for his basketball-loving
country.

And the Argentines didn’t even
win a medal.

The Olympic tournament that
begins Sunday in Saitama — about
20 miles northwest of Tokyo— has
some of the same feel as those
worlds. The U.S. has the best indi-
vidual talent, though maybe not
the best team. Spain and Argenti-
na are both formidable, just as
when they played a thrilling semi-

“The 2006 world championships were
loaded with talent... amazing coaches
and players from top to bottom.”

final at Saitama Super Arena.

The Spanish won that night,
then beat the Argentines again in
2019 in the final to win a second
world title. Ricky Rubio was MVP
of the 2019 tournament, a star for
his country who was too young for
his chance to dance at center court
with his teammates in 2006.

“It was special,” the Minnesota
Timberwolves guard said. “It was
special for Spain because it was a
generation that was trying to win
gold a couple years before in the
Olympics and then they got beat
by the USA team (in the quarterfi-
nals).

“It was a great tournament all
around, with the semifinal against
Argentina was one of the best
games I've ever seen and then the
final was just, like, amazing.”

Games like those gave the late-
summer event a March Madness
feel.

“The 2006 world champion-
ships were loaded with talent!”
said Washington Wizards general
manager Tommy Sheppard, who
was at the event and said it had
“amazing coaches and players
from top to bottom.”

The U.S. doesn’t remember the
tournament so fondly.

In the first tournament after

Tommy Sheppard
Washington Wizards general manager

Jerry Colangelo took over the USA
Basketball program following the
Americans’ third-place finish in
the 2004 Olympics, the U.S. storm-
ed to the semifinals without a loss
and had a double-digit lead
against Greece in the first half.
The Greeks turned the game
around with sensational shooting
in the second and third quarters,
leaving the U.S. without a gold
medal in a major event since the
2000 Olympics.

“The worst day of my life in
coaching,” Krzyzewski said. “The
worst day. I wanted to end it, that’s
it.”

In the other semifinal, Spain
edged Argentina 75-74 when
Andres Nocioni missed a three-
pointer from the corner on the
game’s final shot.

Tournament MVP Pau Gasol
broke his foot in that game and
missed the final, but younger
brother Marc came off the bench
to cap his debut with the national
team as Spain crushed Greece 70-
47.

The U.S. bounced back from its
loss to Greece to beat Argentina
for bronze, but that was little con-
solation. Colangelo said he didn’t
even watch the tape of the loss for
about a year and a half.

Adebayo wants name
among other gold medal
winners in Miami rafters

By Tim REYNOLDS
Associated Press

MIAMI — The banners are all
aligned next to one another, sway-
ing from the rafters over the court
where the Miami Heat play their
games. LeBron James has one. So
does Dwyane Wade. Alonzo
Mourning and Tim Hardaway, too.

They commemorate Olympic
gold medals won as a member of
the Heat.

And Bam Adebayo wants one.

The Heat center and his USA
Basketball teammates — those
who were cleared to fly or weren’t
still playing in the NBA Finals,
anyway — arrived in Japan on
Tuesday for the Tokyo Olympics.
The Americans are seeking a
fourth consecutive gold medal,
and if they come home with that
shiny prize, then Adebayo’s ban-
ner plan will be complete as well.

“That’s my goal,” Adebayo said.
“Iwant Miami tothink of me as one
of the greats to come through the
city. I want to be able to warm up
and see my name in the rafters. A
lot of guys don’t get this opportuni-
ty, so my goal is just to make sure
that I seize this moment and not
mess around with it.”

Adebayois one of two centers on
the Olympic roster. New addition
JaVale McGee—whoreplaced the
injured Kevin Love — is the other.
The Americans start Olympic play
Tuesday against France, a signifi-
cant game considering the French
are the team that eliminated the
U.S. from medal contention in the
Basketball World Cup two years
ago.

Adebayo will play a significant
role in the U.S. rotation.

“He does what he does,” U.S.
coach Gregg Popovich said. “He’s
going to be very valuable to us and
obviously our best rebounder.”

It’s a much different feeling for
Adebayo now, compared with his
first USA Basketball experience.

He was cut from the World Cup
team in 2019 after a week of work-

outs in Las Vegas, and Adebayo
hadn’t been back to that city until
July S — when he flew there from
Miami to start Olympic training
camp. Walking
through the air-
port that day, he
acknowledged
some of the frus-
tration from not
making that U.S.
roster two years
ago was still pre-
sent.

“I’'m not the type of person that
holds grudges,” Adebayo said.
“But it’s a motivation factor, for
sure.”

Mourning and Hardaway won
their banners as members of the
Heatatthe 2000 Sydney Olympics.
Wade won his at the 2008 Beijing
Games; James won at the 2012
London Games. James also won in
2008 and several other players
who have worn the Heat uniform
are among those who have Olym-
pic gold in their collection as well.

Butthe banners are reserved for
those who win gold while mem-
bers of the Heat.

“Of course, I want one of those,”
Adebayo said. “I’'m going to the
Olympicstorepresentmy country.
I'm also going to represent my
city.”

These days, that phrase — “my
city” — takes on a different mean-
ing.

Miami is hurting right now, a
month or soremoved from the con-
do collapse in Surfside, Fla., a wa-
terfronttownjustafewmilesnorth
of downtown Miami. The middle-
of-the-night crumbling of that
building has been blamed for at
least 97 deaths with a handful of
people still unaccounted for.

“The least I can do is go out and
try to winmy country agold medal,
win my city a gold medal,” Ade-
bayo said. “To bring that back to
Miami, it wouldjust give some peo-
ple a little light, a little spark that
they need right now.”

Adebayo

CHASE STEVENS/AP

The United States’ Bam Adebayo dunks the ball in front of Argentina’s
Marcos Delia during an exhibition game in Las Vegas on July 13.
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Caeleb Dressel reacts after the men’s 50-meter freestyle during wave 2 of the U.S. Olympic trials on June
20 in Omaha, Neb. Dressel could win as many as seven gold medals in the Tokyo Olympics.

The reluctant star

Spotlight beckons swimming'’s Dressel

By BETH HARRIS

Associated Press

or a man tabbed as swim-

ming’s next superstar,

Caeleb Dressel couldn’t

be more disinterested. Of
course, he cares about being fast in
the pool. He just isn’t into anyone
else’s expectations or comparisons.
Fame isn’t his thing, either.

“Id rather just shut up and
swim,” the 24-year-old Floridian
said.

Dressel could win as many as
seven medals in Tokyo. He’ll com-
pete in the S50-
and 100-meter
freestyles and the
100 butterfly, as
well as up to four
relays.

Sound famil-
iar? Michael
Phelps won a his-
toric eight golds
in Beijing in 2008. But don’t suggest
to Dressel that he’s the next coming
of the all-time winningest Olym-
pian.

“I swim different events than Mi-
chael,” he said. “I'm not chasing
someone else’s goals. I want to
chase my own.”

Dressel was a bit player in his
first Olympics five years ago in Rio,
winning two relay gold medals
while Phelps and Ryan Lochte’s ca-
reers as the world’s two dominant
male swimmers were winding
down.

The 2017 world championshipsin
Budapest, Hungary, were Dressel’s
personal coming-out party. He won
seven gold medals—more than any
other country.

Two years later in Gwangju,
South Korea, he smashed Phelps’
10-year-old record in the 100-meter

Troy

DID YOU KNOW?

At the 2019 world championships in
Gwangju, South Korea, Caeleb Dressel
smashed Michael Phelps’ 10-year-old
record in the 100-meter butterfly while
winning six golds and two silvers for a
record haul of eight medals.

SOURCE: Associated Press

butterfly while winning six golds
and two silvers for a record haul of
eight medals.

Dresselisfastand powerful inthe
sprint events, usually the first one
off the blocks. He stands out even
before he dives in. At 6-foot-2 and
198 pounds, with a sleeve of tattoos
on his left arm and the Olympic
rings tattooed on his right forearm,
his upper body is all muscle. He’s
the one doing the insanely high ver-
tical leaps behind the starting block.

“His talent and his explosion is
just mind-blowing,” said Lochte,
who trained with Dressel in Gaines-
ville, Fla., before coming up short in
his bid to make a fifth Olympic
team. “In practice, there is no mer-
cy. He doesn’t back down.”

Dressel isjust as hard on himself.
“I trash myself more than any-
body,” he said.

“If you didn’t have a good swim,
but you don’t learn anything, that’s
a complete throwaway. That’s a
failure. If you have a bad swim and
you learn something from it, then
it’s not a bad swim anymore,” he
said.

Unlike young swimmers, who
may unquestioningly follow a
coach’s orders, Dressel is frank in
his exchanges with coach Gregg
Troy.

“It gives us a great cooperative
effort to put ourselves in the best
possible situation,” Troy said.

While Dressel shuns compari-
sons to Phelps, he doesn’t hesitate to
reach out totheretired superstar. In
the midst of the pandemic last year,
afrustrated Dressel fired off a rant-
ing text to Phelps.

“It’s been great to have that sup-
port from him, from someone I
don’t even know that well, but he
knows how the sport works,” Dres-
sel said.

So does his wife, Meghan. She
swam in high school and briefly in
college, giving her shared experi-
ence in understanding the ups and
downs. She has a master’s degree in
marriage and family therapy,
which she puts to good use in her
own home.

“We’re in this together,” she said.
“Some days it’s S0-S0 and other
days it’s 90-10, and I’ll pick up the
slack for him.”

The high school sweethearts
married on Valentine’s weekend
last February, only moving in to-
gether after the wedding. She whips
up his favorite dish — chicken pic-
cata— since Dressel admits the on-
ly thing he can cook is eggs.

“I could have cried the first day
after the wedding,” he said. “I came
home from practice and there’s
food ready. She dropped me off at a
doctor’s appointment, and I was
like, ‘That’s how you know you’re
married.’

“I told Meghan two months into
dating her I was going to marry her.
1 should have done it way earlier.”

Dressel is just as interested in
leading an adventurous life outside
the pool.

“He’s in this for himself and for
his own self-improvement,” Megh-
an said. “What he can learn as a hu-
man, what he can take away for
himself.”

Athletes go it alone
with no family near

By BETH HARRIS
Associated Press

Michael Phelps reached for his
mother’s hand through a chainlink
fence near the pool. The 19-year-
old swimmer had just won his first
Olympic medal — gold, of course
— at the 2004 Athens Games, and
he wanted to share it with the
woman who raised him on her
own.

That kind of moment between
loved ones won’t be happening at
the pandemic-delayed Tokyo
Olympics.

No spectators — local or foreign
— will be allowed at the vast ma-
jority of venues, where athletes
will hang medals around their own
necks to protect against spreading
the coronavirus. No handshakes or
hugs on the podium, either.

“I like to feed off of the crowd,”
defending all-around champion
gymnast Simone Biles said, “so
I'm a little bit worried about how
T’ll do under those circumstanc-
s.”

Catching sight of familiar faces
during competition can bolster an
athlete on a big stage. It helped
Matthew Centrowitz at the U.S.
track trials, where fans were al-
lowed.

“Seeing my family in the crowd
and hearing them gave me a little
sense of comfort, and what I need-
edtohear and see to calm my nerv-
es alittle bit,” said Centrowitz, the
defending Olympic 1,500-meter
champion.

The youngest athlete on the U.S.
team in Tokyo calls it “weird” that
her family won’t be in the stands.

“They’re usually at all my
meets,” said Katie Grimes, a 15-
year-old swimmer from Las Ve-
gas.

Katie Hoff was the same age as
Grimes when she was the young-
est member of the U.S. team in
Athens. Nerves got to her in her
first event, and Hoff hyperventi-
lated and vomited on the pool deck.

“I hope us older swimmers can

[¢]

show them the ropes a little bitand
create that family environment,”
three-time Olympian Katie Le-
decky said. “We will make sure we
stay in touch with our families and
keep them connected to what
we’re doing.”

The decision to prohibit fans
was made for health and safety
concerns. The Games will be held
during a state of emergency in To-
kyo, with rising coronavirus infec-
tions in a country where 16.8% of
the population is fully vaccinated.
Variant strains of the coronavirus
are emerging around the world,
too.

Those reaction shots of excited,
shocked or crying family mem-
bers in the stands? Forget it. Sing-
ing, chanting and cheering among
flag-waving fans at the venues? TV
producers will have to look else-
where. Phelps’ son, Boomer, who
was 3 months old at the time, be-
came an adorable sight at the
Olympic pool in 2016. No kids al-
lowed this time.

The people who raised them,
comforted them, financed them,
and encouraged them through in-
jury and defeat will have to be con-
tent to keep up with their athletes
through calls, texts and video
chats, when they’re not watching
the competition on various de-
vices.

“She said, ‘On TV, I can see it
better anyway,” ” Dutch swimmer
Kira Toussaint said of her mother,
Jolanda de Rover, a gold medal-
winning swimmer at the 1984
Olympics.

American discus thrower Ma-
son Finley is prepared to hunker
down at the athletes village with
his Nintendo Switch for endless
gaming while his pregnant wife
and two dogs wait at home.

“I'm just going to kind of nest in
there and stay entertained,” he
said.

AP sports writers Andrew Dampf, Pat Graham and
Will Graves contributed to this report.

MaTT SLocum/AP

Michael Phelps celebrates winning his gold medal in the men’s
200-meter butterfly with his mother Debbie, fiancée Nicole Johnson
and their baby, Boomer, during the 2016 Summer Olympics.
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& Equality first

* Tokyo Games boast nearly even gender participation split

By JENNA FRYER
Associated Press

race Luczak hagl left competitive rowing and taken a job in the private sector
when a move toward gender equity at the Tokyo Games lured her back into’ a
boat.
A wamen’s rowing event was added to create a more inclusive Olympics,
which meant four additional seats on the U.S. team and a spot for Luczak.” .
_“‘It’sreally hard to make the decision to come back, to plan financially to be out.of
work for a year,” Luczak said. She thought a second consecutive Games wasn’t pos-
sible for a veteran until the seats were added.
“There are four more seats. Four. And it’s the first gender-equal Olym-
pics. How can you not try?” )
Most of the public attention goes to'the big sports — gymnastics,
swimming, track and field — but away from the spotlight, women
\ froth niche sports are being recognized and given an Qlympics
chance.

y Thednternational Olympic Commiftee added 18 new events to
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Grace Luczak had left compeétitive rowing and taken a real job when
the opportunity to compete ag he Olympic Games in Tokyo lured

¥ her back'into a boat for the U.S. women’s rowing team.
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