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Debate over
Ukraine’s use
of weapons
sows division

By IsABELLE KHURSHUDYAN,
S1oBHAN O’GRADY,
MIiCHAEL BIRNBAUM
AND ELLEN FRANCIS
The Washington Post

KYIV, Ukraine — The United
States’ lingering refusal to relax
restrictions on Ukraine’s use of
Western missiles for deeper
strikes on Russian territory has
exacerbated a growing divide be-
tween the allies — with Kyiv an-
gry over yet another setback in
slowing Russia’s assault across
the country while its biggest back-
er considers the
possibility of
Moscow’s back-
lash.

The latest ask
by Kyiv — to re-
ceive permission
to use the U.S.-
supplied Army
Tactical Missile
Systems, or ATACMS, and other
longer-range munitions to reach
targets such as strategic airfields
deeper inside Russia — will be
made by President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy personally during his
meeting with President Joe Biden
in Washington this week.

But in an example of the widen-
ing disconnect between the two
sides more than two years into
Russia’s invasion, the Ukrainians
had expected Biden to have al-
ready granted permission by now,
according to two officials who, like
others in this article, spoke on the
condition of anonymity to discuss
a sensitive matter.

The discussion is ongoing in
Washington, splitting the Biden
administration and Capitol Hill,
and it has confounded America’s
partners in Europe, several of

Zelenskyy

SEE WEAPONS ON PAGE 6

‘Proud to protect’

PHoTos BY CAITLYN BURCHETT/Stars and Stripes

The Morales family clings to each other and waves American flags as the USS Harry S. Truman deploys Monday from Naval Station Norfolk,
Va. The family’s sailor, 19-year-old Alexis Morales, is deploying for the first time with the Truman and its strike group.

Family, friends gather as aircraft carrier USS Truman deploys to Middle East

By CAITLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

NORFOLK, Va. — “Just one
more!” Cecilia Gamboa shouted,
throwing her arms around her
daughter, Machinist’s Mate Gian-
na Rodriguez.

“Seven months is nothing com-
pared to a lifetime,” Rodriguez
said, hugging her mother.

Then, after smoothing out her
dress whites and saying her final
“I love you,” Rodriguez disap-
peared into a group of sailors mak-
ing their way down the pier to-
ward the aircraft carrier USS
Harry S. Truman.

Dozens of family members and
friends gathered Monday at Naval
Station Norfolk to wish the crew of

I . X . § :
Sailor Gianna Rodriguez hugs a family member before climbing
aboard the USS Harry S. Truman on Monday.

the Truman fair winds and follow-
ing seas ahead of a deployment
that is expected to take the war-
ship’s strike group into the Middle
East.

Sailors stoically stood on the
flight deck, manning the rails in
their dress whites, as the carrier
was pushed off the pier. The war-
ship will be joined at sea in the
coming days by its strike group,
which includes Carrier Air Wing 1
with nine aviation squadrons,
guided-missile cruiser USS Get-
tysburg, and two guided-missile
destroyers, the USS Stout and the
USS Jason Dunham.

For now, the Truman strike

SEE TRUMAN ON PAGE 5
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No plan to fix ‘digital quarterback’ deficiencies

Inspector general: Navy isn't tracking problems during tests

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

The Navy’s battle manager in
the sky has been crippled by
scores of deficiencies and no plan
to fix them, the Defense Depart-
ment Inspector General said in a
report that cast doubt on whether
the service can accomplish criti-
cal missions at sea.

The E-2D Advanced Hawkeye
aircraft, easily recognizable for
the dish-shaped antenna mounted
above its fuselage, delivers air and
missile defense data to aircraft
carrier groups, among other roles.

However, the Navy “is budget-
ed to spend $22 billion to acquire a
total of 80 (E-2D) aircraft and has
already fielded 62 aircraft that do
not meet the required perfor-
mance capabilities,” the IG said.

That’s because the Navy isn’t
tracking problems found during
operational testing, the report de-
termined.

The IG found 141 operational
deficiencies weren’t fixed as of
February. That’s about two-thirds
of the total deficiencies found dur-

ing seven operational tests per-
formed from 2011 to 2020, the re-
port noted.

The critical shortfalls were
mostly redacted but in citing one
such problem, the IG noted that
“the radar is the aircraft’s pri-
mary means to detect and track
land and sea contacts.”

The few deficiencies released
publicly included problems with
crew seats locking into place for
landing aboard an aircraft carrier,
and an obscured view on a track-
ing screen that affected the crew’s
ability to detect an object as soon
as possible.

The first E-2D was delivered to
the Navy in 2007 by Northrop
Grumman, which continues to
manufacture and upgrade the air-
craft it calls the Navy’s “digital
quarterback.” Acquisition is ex-
pected to finish in 2026 with the
Navy planning to fly the aircraft
into the 2040s, according to the IG
report.

The Navy contracted with
Northrop Grumman to provide
software and hardware modifica-

tions from 2014 to 2027. Those
modifications include improve-
ments to radar, satellite communi-
cations and electronic protection,
among other upgrades, the IG
said.

The report also found that of the
141 unaddressed deficiencies,
about 45% were considered to
have a critical or serious impact to
mission success. Another 34 defi-
ciencies not covered by the IG’s
report were reported in May.

The IG also noted that DOD’s of-
fice of the director of operational
test and evaluation, or DOT&E,
has consistently reported reliabil-
ity issues with the aircraft’s radar
and the inability of the Navy to
keep the aircraft maintained and
available.

“The DOT&E recommended
that the Navy correct these issues
but as of 2024, the recommenda-
tions remained unresolved,” the
IG said. “These limitations may
preclude the E-2D Advanced
Hawkeye from accomplishing the
mission requirements.”

The E-2/C-2 Airborne Com-

JosHuA SAPIEN/U.S. Navy

An E-2D Advanced Hawkeye lands on the flight deck of the aircraft
carrier USS Carl Vinson while underway in the Pacific Ocean, June 12.

mand and Control Systems Pro-
gram Office, or PMA-231, which is
responsible for tracking the defi-
ciencies, admitted it didn’t have a
central system allowing it to do so.

The IG recommended that the
Navy establish a process to track
the aircraft’s deficiencies. The re-
port also said the service should
evaluate all unresolved deficien-

cies and note whether action was
taken.

The Navy also should create a
plan to correct the deficiencies
that impact mission accomplish-
ment, the IG said.

The Navy concurred with the
recommendations and said all ac-
tions would be completed by Dec.
1.

Mobile armored launchers receive positive feedback

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany
— Breaking in the U.S. Army’s
latest mobile armored launcher
was all in a day’s work recently
for a group of artillerymen in the
rural reaches of northeastern Ba-
varia.

Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 6th
Field Artillery were the first in
the service to receive 27 M270A2
Multiple Launch Rocket Systems,
battalion commander Lt. Col.
Benjamin Roark said Tuesday.
The launchers arrived in July.

After weeks of instruction and
certification drills, the 330-man
unit from Tower Barracks in Gra-
fenwoehr fired the new system
for the first time Sept. 12. The
M270A2 is replacing the Al vari-
ant, which entered service in a
previous format in 1983.

Spc. Matthew Bauer, a gunner
from Bravo Battery, lauded the
new vehicle for its spaciousness,
increased survivability and hy-
draulics, which tilt the cab for
maintenance.

“These are still relatively new,
and they’re just being field-test-
ed,” Bauer said. “So there will be
improvements in the future, with
the software as well as the vehi-
cle.”

Many of the soldiers polled
Tuesday at the unit’s motor pool
thought it was too soon to say
whether the A2 is better than its
predecessor and more easily
maintained.
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Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 6th Field Artillery’s Bravo Battery inspect their M270A2 Multiple Launch
Rocket System at the battalion’s motor pool in Grafenwoehr, Germany, on Tuesday. The new mobile
armored launcher was fired at the Grafenwoehr Training Area for the first time on Sept. 12.

It will be further tested during
exercise Dynamic Front next
month in Finland.

The A2 variant is over 10,000
pounds heavier with revamped
armor, fire control systems and
rebuilt transmissions that sol-
diers hope will reduce the time
needed to work on it in the main-
tenance bay.

The M270A1 is an armored
launcher mounted on a stretched

Bradley chassis. It is crewed by a
three-man team equipped with
two containers capable of firing
either 12 rockets or two ATACMS
guided missiles with a range of up
to 190 miles.

The A2 builds off the specifica-
tions of the Al but can be
equipped with four precision
strike missiles capable of hitting
targets over 300 miles away.

The Army received the missiles

in December 2023 and chose not
to put them on the Al, given that it
was at the end of its life cycle.

The new tracks also have the
same fire control system as the
Army’s wheeled variant, the
M142 High Mobility Artillery
Rocket System, or HIMARS,
which makes for easier cross-
training, Roark said.

“The soldiers were happy with
them,” he said. “They drive a little

after test

LT ll' 3 _"‘F‘ﬁ

The M270A2 Multiple Launch
Rocket System, seen here in
Grafenwoehr, Germany, on
Tuesday, can fire an assortment
of rockets, ATACMS guided
missiles or precision strike
missiles.

bit different as far as the new en-
gine, transmission, so the soldiers
have to learn how to drive them,
as far as modulating the throttle
and stuff like that, but it’s positive
feedback from the ground up.”

Soldiers during the Grafen-
woehr testing experienced some
minor issues, which Bauer said
were reported up the chain.

Switches on his vehicle’s accel-
erator and brakes had a tendency
to shake loose when his crew was
driving, he said. That nixes any
planned fire mission.

Also, tow cables aren’t strong
enough to pull the heavier A2 var-
iant, so a tow bar is needed, Bauer
said.

“But other than that, they’re
pretty sweet,” he said.
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Navy discloses submarine visit to S. Korea

USS Vermont arrival marks the first stop in Busan that's been revealed since December

By Davip CHor
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea — A U.S. fast-attack sub-
marine and its crew of around 130
sailors arrived at South Korea’s
largest post on Monday, the first
stop in Busan by a U.S. sub that’s
been disclosed since December.

The USS Vermont’s visit to the
city, about 200 miles south of Se-
oul, is a scheduled port visit, Sub-
marine Group 7 spokesman Lt.
Cmdr. Samuel Boyle said in an
emailed statement Monday.

The sub’s visit “reflects our
commitment to the region and
complements the many exercises,
training, operations, and other
military cooperation activities,”
he wrote.

No additional details were pro-
vided. The Navy and U.S. Forces
Korea do not disclose how long
U.S. warships are docked in South
Korea as a matter of policy, citing
operational security.

The Vermont was docked in Bu-
san to replenish its supplies and
allow its crew to rest, South Ko-

rean navy spokesman Choi Jong-il
said during a news conference
Tuesday.

The Vermont was commis-
sioned in 2020 and is homeported
at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hick-
am, Hawaii.

At least three U.S. submarines
made port calls on Busan last year.
The USS Missouri, Kentucky and
Michigan last docked there on
Dec.16,July 17,2023, and June 16,
2023, respectively.

One of those, the Ohio-class USS
Kentucky, is capable of carrying

nuclear-tipped strategic ballistic
missiles.

The Navy does not disclose
whether its subs are carrying nu-
clear weapons.

Earlier this year, President Joe
Biden reaffirmed to South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol that Se-
oul is “backed by the full range of
U.S. capabilities, including nucle-
ar,” according to a White House
news release July 11.

“Any nuclear attack by [North
Korea] against the [South] will be
met with a swift, overwhelming

and decisive response,” the re-
lease said.

North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un earlier this month called for
his country to boost its nuclear
weapons  production, citing
threats from the United States and
South Korea.

Pyongyang is forced to bolster
its nuclear arsenal because it is
“constantly exposed to a serious
nuclear threat,” Kim said in a
speech in Pyongyang, according
to a Sept. 9 report by the state-run
Korean Central News Agency.

SeTH RoBsoN/Stars and Stripes

Soldiers stand near a Terminal High Altitude Area Defense launcher last year on Guam. The THAAD is one
of the options for defending Guam from missile attacks.

Former destroyer captain pitches faster,
cheaper solution for defending Guam

By SETH RoBsonN
Stars and Stripes

The Pentagon should rethink its
plans for missile defense on Guam
and consider less expensive technol-
ogy with a lighter footprint, accord-
ing to a former Navy destroyer cap-
tain.

Retired naval officer J.D. Gainey
called for a pause on plans for
Guam’s Enhanced Integrated Air
and Missile Defense System during
an online forum Friday.

Gainey, who specializes in Indo-
Pacific security, commanded the
USS Hopper, an Aegis-equipped de-
stroyer, and was part of a 2018 effort
to plan to defend Guam from air and
missile attacks, according to the
Missile Defense Advocacy Alliance,
the group that sponsored the forum.

After retiring from the Navy, Gai-
ney joined the board of the Virginia-
based nonprofit that lobbies for mis-
sile defense, deployment and devel-
opment, according to its website.
The threat to Guam includes ballis-
tic, cruise and hypersonic missiles,
Gainey said during the forum, not-
ing that China has demonstrated the
ability to target forces at a range of
2,000 miles.

The Missile Defense Agency’s

plan to defend Guam calls for up to
20 new military sites across the is-
land, to be operational by 2027.

“The MDA and the Army need to
strategically locate and integrate
various system components, includ-
ing a command and control center,
radars, sensors, missile launchers,
missile interceptors, and support fa-
cilities, at multiple sites around
Guam,” the agency states on its web-
site.

However, Gainey said the cost of
the dispersed missile defense sys-
tem will be astronomical.

“We need to take a pause,” he
said, before adding that the require-
ment to defend the island remains
the same, along with the need to be
ready by 2027.

The U.S. military projects air and
sea power from Guam, its western-
most Pacific territory.

The cost of planned military con-
struction on the island will likely in-
crease beyond a projected $60 bil-
lion, alliance chairman Riki Ellison
said during the forum.

Meanwhile, Chinese President Xi
Jinping has said he wants his mili-
tary ready to invade Taiwan by
2027, Ellison said.

“There has to be capabilities to

defend against the best threats that
China is deploying,” he said.

The Navy would probably assign
four Aegis destroyers to defend
Guam in a crisis if the island’s land-
based missile defense system isn’t
ready, Ellison said.

Arleigh Burke-class guided mis-
sile destroyers are equipped with
the Aegis Combat System, which us-
es high-tech radars and computers
to track enemy missiles so they can
be shot down with interceptor mis-
siles.

The distributed missile defense
system planned for Guam involves
truck-mounted, mobile launchers.
That plan requires numerous safe
areas where missile booster rockets
may fall, up to 1,000 service mem-
bers and support services such as
schools and a commissary, said
Mark Montgomery, a retired Navy
rear admiral and an alliance board
member.

A better option against a hyper-
sonic missile threat would be a pair
of vertical launch systems, of the
type installed on Aegis destroyers,
defend Andersen Air Force Base
and Naval Base Guam, Montgom-
ery said during the forum. That plan
could be ready in 2 years.

Third service member
charged with sexual
assault on Okinawa

By BriaN McELHINEY
AND KEeisu1 Kosa
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
Japanese prosecutors last week
charged a U.S. Marine on OKina-
wa with sexually assaulting and
injuring a woman this summer,
the third such case on the island
since December.

Lance Cpl. Michael Hofmaster,
20, was charged Friday by the Na-
ha District Public Prosecutors Of-
fice in connection with a June 21
incident in Nago city, according to
the indictment.

Prosecutors allege Hofmaster
grabbed the woman by the shoul-
ders, pushed her onto a bed and
sexually assaulted her, according
to the indictment. He also “caused
lacerations in her vagina that re-
quired a month to heal, including
seven days of hospitalization.”

Hofmaster is with the 9th Engi-
neer Support Battalion, 3rd Ma-
rine Logistics Group at Camp
Hansen, III Marine Expedition-
ary Force spokesman 1st Lt. Owen
Hitchcock said by email Monday.
Hofmaster is in Japanese custody,
he said.

The Marine Corps is “cooperat-
ing with all appropriate local au-
thorities throughout the process,”
Hitchcock wrote.

“The alleged behavior does not
reflect the core values of the U.S.
Military,” he said. “The U.S. Mil-
itary goes to great lengths to instill
these values in every Marine
through regular education and
training throughout their ser-
vice.”

Okinawa Prefectural Police for-
warded Hofmaster’s case to the
prosecutor’s office on Sept. S, a
spokesman for the office said that
day. Hofmaster at the time was
confined to military installations
in Japan, according to III MEF.

The woman is older than 20 and
was an acquaintance of Hofmas-
ter, a spokesman for the police in-
vestigation team said Sept. S.
Medical personnel who treated
the woman reported it to police,
the spokesman said.

Some Japanese government of-
ficials are required to speak to the
media only on condition of ano-
nymity.

This case follows indictments of
two U.S. service members by Ja-
panese prosecutors on separate
charges of sexual assault and at-
tempted sexual assault that came
to light over the summer and
roiled Okinawa.

Senior Airman Brennon R.E.
Washington pleaded not guilty Ju-
ly 12 in Naha District Court to
charges of kidnapping and sexual-
ly assaulting a minor in Decem-
ber. Marine Lance Cpl. Jamel
Clayton was charged in May with
attempting to sexually assault a
woman in Yomitan.

Those cases led to formal com-
plaints from the prefecture to the
U.S. Embassy, U.S. military and
the Japanese government and
calls for changes to the status of
forces agreement governing the
U.S. military population in Japan.

U.S. Forces Japan commander
Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp announced in
July a “new forum of cooperation”
with the Japanese and Okinawan
governments and community
members.

The Marine Corps has in-
creased courtesy patrols in OKkina-
wa’s popular nightlife spots in re-
sponse to the incidents.

Rupp, U.S. Ambassador to Ja-
pan Rahm Emanuel and III MEF
commander Lt. Gen. Roger Tur-
ner have called for consistent li-
berty policies for all U.S. troops in
Japan. But so far, no changes have
been announced.
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Airlines add US-Italy routes near US bases

By REBEcca HoLLAND
Stars and Stripes

Defense Department personnel
serving in Italy could have an eas-
ier time traveling home starting
next year, following new service
announcements from Delta and
American Airlines.

Beginning in May, Delta will
run a four-times weekly service
between Atlanta and Naples,
where thousands of U.S. Navy
sailors are based.

Also in May, the carrier will
start offering a daily route serving

New York and Catania, becoming
the first U.S. airline to offer direct
flights to the Sicilian city, which is
near Naval Air Station Sigonella.

Delta already operates a direct
route between New York and Na-
ples.

American Airlines announced
this month that it will add a daily
nonstop flight from Miami to
Rome starting July S, 2025.

Also, the airline’s seasonal ser-
vice between Philadelphia and
Naples that began this summer
will kick off on May S next year.

Italy hosts nearly 30,000 U.S.
service members, DOD civilians
and accompanying family mem-
bers, according to the State De-
partment. That’s the second-lar-
gest permanent presence among
countries in Europe.

Besides the two naval installa-
tions, the Pentagon has Aviano
Air Base and U.S. Army Garrison
Italy, which has posts in Vicenza
and near Pisa.

In March, Delta brought back
daily nonstop service between At-
lanta and Venice and also be-

tween New York and Venice. The
Vicenza base is about 40 miles
west of the Venice airport and
Aviano is slightly farther away to
the north.

United Airlines has not an-
nounced its 2025 summer sched-
ule yet. This year, it offered non-
stop seasonal service between
Rome and the U.S. cities of San
Francisco, Chicago and Washing-
ton as well as Chicago-Milan and
New York-Naples routes. The
summer flights are on top of the
airline’s regular schedule, which

includes year-round nonstop
flights from New York to Rome
and Milan.

U.S.-based airlines aren’t the
only ones expanding service. As
of June, Italian airline Neos has
been operating a summer flight
between New York and Palermo,
Sicily. Saturday is the last day of
operation this year on that route.

An estimated 216 million people
were expected to visit Italy this
summer, according to the Italian
Federation of Tourism, which ex-
pects that number to grow in 2025.

Truman: Carrier trained
for months on drone and
missile strikes to prepare

FROM PAGE 1

group is deploying to the 6th Fleet
area of responsibility, which
spans approximately half of the
Atlantic Ocean, from the North
Pole to Antarctica, as well as the
North, Adriatic, Baltic, Barents,
Black, Caspian and Mediterrane-
an seas, senior leaders said.

“This crew is ready to answer
any call that our nation may have
for us to answer,” said Capt. Dave
Snowden, commanding officer of
the Truman.

The last time that the Truman
deployed was in 2022 to provide
air support in response to Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. This time, the
warship is potentially deploying
for a different kind of battle —
drone warfare. The strike group
has spent recent months training
in the western Atlantic Ocean for a
rare, pre-planned deployment ex-
pected to take the ship into the
hostile environment of the Red
Sea.

U.S. sailors and allies have
fought almost daily for months to
down drones and missiles
launched by Iran-backed Houthi
rebels in Yemen as tensions in the
Middle East have raged on for
nearly a year.

“Our world is a dynamic place
where threats are emerging ev-
erywhere, all across the globe,”
said Rear Adm. Sean Bailey, com-
mander of the Truman carrier
strike group.

The Truman is deploying with a
strike force of 90 aircraft, includ-
ing F/A-18 Super Hornet fighter
jets, E-2D Hawkeye command
and control aircraft, E/A18 Grow-
ler electronic warfare jets and
MH-60 Seahawk helicopters.

The senior commanders said
the Truman strike group trained
for a broad spectrum of missions
but confirmed the group has lev-
eraged lessons learned from other
carrier strike groups deployed re-

cently in the region to prepare for
a potential Red Sea mission.

“It has not necessarily changed
how we focus our training,” Bailey
said, referring to the Red Sea.
“But what it has done is it’s given
us more increased capability
against those threats, as they
emerge to ensure that we are fully
trained to be ready wherever we
may go.”

In the past year, Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin has twice or-
dered two carriers to the region,
as well as bolstering U.S. forces
with an amphibious ready group
and a nuclear-powered subma-
rine.

The aircraft carrier USS Gerald
R. Ford, homeported in Virginia,
was ordered in October 2023 to
sail to the region after a deadly at-
tack on Israel by Hamas militants.
The aircraft carrier USS Dwight
D. Eisenhower, also East Coast-
based, joined the Ford in the win-
ter before the Ford returned to
Norfolk. The Eisenhower com-
pleted an eight-month deploy-
ment to the region in July, being
relieved by San Diego-based car-
rier USS Theodore Roosevelt.

In August, Austin ordered the
extension of the Roosevelt as well
as directed the USS Abraham Lin-
coln, also a West Coast-based car-
rier, to the Red Sea. The Roose-
velt’s and the Lincoln’s time in the
region overlapped by about three
weeks before the Roosevelt was
ordered to return home. The Lin-
coln and its strike group are still
there.

“When we deploy, we never
know what is going to be in store
for us. It is a testament to previous
carrier strike groups that were
able to quickly pivot to go from one
theater to another, go from one
mission to another,” Bailey said.

Hours before the ship departed,
sailors lingered by the gates of the
pier for last-minute goodbyes.

PHoTos BY CAITLYN BURCHETT / Stars and Stripes

Hugo Morales waves American flags as the USS Harry S. Truman deploys Monday, from Naval Station
Norfolk, Va. The Morales family’s sailor, 19-year-old Alexis Morales, is deploying for the first time with the

Truman and its strike group.

fnk <

The aircraft carrier US!

._'.
S H

arry S. Truman and a fo

rce of 6,500 sailors

deployed Monday, on a mission that is expected to take the warship’s

strike group into the Middle East.

Seaman Mason Baker wrapped
his mother, Clare Baker, with a
hug. She traveled from North Car-
olina to see her son off on his first

deployment. An American flag
was emblazoned across her shirt,
which read, “My kid has your
back.”

Nearby, Gianna Rodiguez’s
family stood in the shadow of the
ship’s bow a few moments after
she said goodbye. They wanted to
watch her climb the brow and
board the warship. Her mother,
father and two sisters traveled
from California to see the sailor off
on her first deployment.

“She is proud to protect our
country. As a mom, my heart is
broken because we never want to
let go of our children, but we have
got to be proud that we raised
them well enough. They are doing
something big,” Cecilia Gamboa
said, wiping tears from her
cheeks.

At about midday, the Truman
was guided off the pier by tug-
boats. Dozens of families trickled
down the pier, following the ship
as far as the pier would allow.

When the ship turned to transit
to the Chesapeake Bay and out to
sea, a pod of dolphins appeared in
the wake of the warship. It will be
at least six months before the
Truman Carrier Strike Group
and its force of 6,500 sailors re-
turn home.
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WAR IN UKRAINE

Weapons: /elenskyy to make request to Biden this week

~———

FROM PAGE 1

whom have publicly said they’re
in favor of granting the permission
for more cross-border strikes us-
ing their missiles. For this article,
Washington Post reporters inter-
viewed more than a dozen officials
in Ukraine, NATO member coun-
tries, and both the Biden adminis-
tration and Congress to gauge the
temperature of the fierce debate
over the management of Uk-
raine’s war.

So far, U.S. officials insist there
is no indication that the White
House will change its position on
this. But the UKkrainians have
heard that before. They point to a
U.S. pattern of repeatedly denying
their weapons requests — on mod-
ern tanks, fighter jets and longer-
range missiles — before eventual-
ly giving the green light each time.
And with the lengthy debates
playing out in public, the Russians
have always had time to prepare
long before the new weapons
reach the battlefield.

U.S. officials, for their part, ex-
press frustration about what they
perceive as Ukraine’s lack of un-
derstanding of their occasionally
cautious approach even as they
provide Kyiv with significantly
more security assistance than
anyone else. Russian President
Vladimir Putin has framed his at-
tack on Ukraine as part of a war
against the West — the United
States in particular — and Wash-
ington has often cited managing
escalation with Moscow as a rea-
son for not approving some of Uk-
raine’s armament requests imme-
diately.

Itis a point of view strongly held
by the campaign for Republican
candidate Donald Trump as well,
with his son co-writing an opinion
piece in the Hill warning against
nuclear conflagration if such per-
missions are given.

That rationale is mocked in Uk-
raine — where the daily Russian
bombardment has killed thou-
sands and Russian troops occupy
more than 20% of the country.
More frustrating for Ukrainians is
seeing Russia receive a steady
supply of critical weapons from
Iran and North Korea.

“As it turns out, Russia has
more decisive allies than we do,”
said Roman Kostenko, the secre-
tary of the defense and intelli-
gence committee in Ukraine’s
parliament. “It’s shameful for the
West.”

In Zelenskyy’s meeting with Bi-
den this week, the Ukrainian dele-
gation’s priority is to pitch its se-
cretive “victory plan” as an oppor-
tunity for Biden to leave office
with alegacy of having helped Uk-
raine win the war against Russia.
An important aspect of that plan is
the ability to hit the Russians on
their own territory. Russian glide
bombs, converted munitions with
guidance systems that are
launched from aircraft, have been
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U.S. Army Sgt. lan Ketterling prepares the crane for loading the Army Tactical Missile System onto the

High Mobility Artillery Rocket System last year in Queensland, Australia.

devastating Ukrainian front lines.

With Kyiv’s limited air defense
capabilities unable to prevent the
glide bomb attacks, Ukrainian of-
ficials want to hit the planes
launching these weapons while
they are still on the airfields in
Russia. But those runways are out
of range of the Western weaponry
they currently are permitted to
use for cross-border strikes.

“We think the permission
should be granted yesterday, not
today or tomorrow,” one Ukrai-
nian official said. “Otherwise, the
phrase ‘We want to see Ukraine as
strong as possible for any scena-
rio’ looks like total BS.”

The Ukrainians also want more
agency to pick their own targets,
including energy infrastructure,
such as oil depots, officials said.
Those kinds of strikes can hurt
Russia’s economy, limiting its
ability to fund the war effort, ex-
plained a senior Ukrainian mili-
tary official. It’s fair play, the offi-
cial added, as Moscow has been
pummeling Ukraine’s power grid
for the past two years, causing
rolling blackouts throughout the
country.

But Kyiv has long been depen-
dent on receiving target coordi-
nates for strikes with its precision
Western weaponry from U.S. mil-
itary personnel on a base else-
where in Europe. Without those,
the missile is likely to miss its
mark, the military official said,
and the United States has some-
times declined to provide coordi-
nates for some of Kyiv’s desired
targets.

“The weapons are often used on
what we would consider less im-
portant targets,” the official said.

U.S. officials argue that Ukraine
has such a limited stockpile of
ATACMS and similar munitions
that opening up Russian territory
to strikes would make only a limit-
ed impact on the battlefield and
could lead to the missiles running
out in a matter of weeks, or even
days.

White House and Defense De-
partment officials say that they
have not heard a convincing argu-
ment from Ukrainian leaders that
the possible targets within missile
range in Russia would make a sig-
nificant difference in Ukraine’s
path to victory. They say that us-
ing the missiles against targets in
Crimea, as Ukraine has done so
far, is a more worthwhile strategy
that has already forced the Krem-
lin to pull forces back from the
peninsula.

One U.S. official maintained
that this request is different from
past ones because it is not worth
the risk of a Russian escalation.
Because the stockpile of missiles
is limited and Russia has already
pulled 90% of the jets launching
glide bombs out of ATACMS
range, a changed U.S. policy
would not reshape the course of
the fighting.

But European military officials
and diplomats emphatically dis-
agreed that allowing the longer-
range strikes into Russia would
only have limited impact and con-
demned the policy of refusing to
lift the restrictions on Western
weapons.

“On the technical and strategic
level, it doesn’t make sense. It’s
actually stupid,” one Western mil-
itary official said, adding that NA-
TO’s own military doctrine calls
for deep strikes behind enemy
lines.

While the United States’ green-
lighting of deeper missile strikes
into Russia would not be enough
on its own for Ukraine to win the
war, the official said, it would help
disrupt Russian logistics, target
command centers and weapon de-
pots. In addition, the longer the
wait for permission, the less effec-
tive the long-range strike capabil-
ity will eventually be.

Ukrainian and European offi-
cials said they’ve already record-
ed the Russians using the airfields
closest to Ukraine’s border less.
Military aircraft now use these

landing strips for just a quick stop
to refuel or maintenance.

“There’s no doubt that if there is
a decision on this now, to allow
these weapons to be used, some of
the advantage has already been
squandered through this timo-
rousness,” said Keir Giles, an ana-
lyst at the London-based Chatham
House think tank.

One Ukrainian official suggest-
ed that the new American argu-
ment about the lack of effective-
ness of cross-border strikes prob-
ably emerged “because the previ-
ous excuse is not working
anymore.”

A European diplomat in Kyiv
said they believed Ukraine
launched its recent incursion into
Russia’s Kursk region in part to
make a statement to the West that
Putin’s red lines can be crossed
without fear of major retaliation,
such as the use of nuclear weap-
ons.

But Russia still can escalate
elsewhere in ways that make the
Biden administration’s life more
difficult on the world stage, U.S.
officials said, by arming the
Houthi militia group in Yemen
that has been threatening mari-
time traffic in the Red Sea, for ex-
ample, or handing nuclear know-
how to Iran, or increasing its cam-
paign of sabotage attacks in Eu-
rope.

Those considerations aren’t
enough to dissuade the Biden ad-
ministration from taking any con-
frontational steps against Russia
— Ukraine has been using U.S.
weaponry on Russian soil in its at-
tack on the Kursk region in ways
that stretch the previous rules of
engagement for U.S. military aid
— but in the specific case of
ATACMS, the benefits of allowing
strikes on Russian soil are not
compelling enough to outweigh
the drawbacks, the officials said.

Still, there are splits within the
administration: Even after De-
fense Secretary Lloyd Austin
made clear his firm opposition to

loosening the rules around
ATACMS strikes, Secretary of
State Antony Blinken indicated
this month in a visit to Kyiv that he
was open to the Ukrainian argu-
ments and would ultimately bring
them back to Biden for a broader
discussion in Washington.

That discussion is ongoing, offi-
cials said, with those inside the
National Security Council trying
to manage the differences be-
tween the Defense Department
and the State Department.

U.S. officials say that they
would have preferred that Uk-
raine pursue its requests in pri-
vate. But the Ukrainians counter
that this public pressure cam-
paign was born out of desperation
after the private approach was re-
jected. The downside, of course, is
that it telegraphs their plans to
Russia.

One Western diplomat said that
it was normal for such decisions to
take time and that even if the de-
bate is public, it doesn’t necessar-
ily give Russia a military advan-
tage, “but it gives them an in into
who is the weakest link in the
chain. It gives them leverage in
terms of messaging and playing
into our fears.”

Some European countries have
joined Ukraine’s call for the Unit-
ed States to lift its restrictions, and
diplomats said they wouldn’t rule
out a U.S. policy shift in a war that
has seen the goal posts repeatedly
move. Britain and France are also
providing longer-range missiles
to Ukraine, and both have been vo-
cal in supporting Ukraine using
their munitions on Russian terri-
tory.

Britain’s foreign secretary, Da-
vid Lammy, however, appeared to
be lowering expectations that Uk-
raine’s allies would make a quick
decision over whether to allow
Ukraine to fire their long-range
missiles deep into Russia. He told
the BBC a week ago that the mat-
ter would be discussed with Uk-
raine by its allies at the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly meeting in New
York.

“These decisions come with a
risk that is not small,” said a Eu-
ropean official. “Butin general, on
the question of whether it’s an es-
calatory risk or is Putin bluffing,
you never really know. The deci-
sions are not made in fear of that.”

While Ukrainian officials are
quick to express their gratitude
for any foreign military assis-
tance, they also point out that
they’re paying the highest price.
And any delays on weapons use
cost the lives of their soldiers, they
say.

“It’stime to choose,” said Myko-
la Bielieskov, an analyst linked to
Ukraine’s presidential office.
“Now you can’t sit on two chairs si-
multaneously. You need to take
one chair. The balancing act is a
byproduct of crisis management
instead of good strategy.”
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Navy replenishment oiler
runs aground in Mideast

By SHANNON RENFROE
AND ALISON BATH
Stars and Stripes

MANAMA, Bahrain — A re-
plenishment oiler supporting the
only carrier strike group in the
Middle East ran aground Monday,
as U.S. forces work to deter a wid-
er regional war amid escalating
fighting between Israel and Hez-
bollah.

A U.S. Navy official confirmed
that USNS Big Horn grounded
within the Sth Fleet’s area of re-
sponsibility, which includes the
Persian Gulf, Red Sea and Gulf of
Oman, among other waters. There
were no reported injuries.

The official, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity to discuss
matters yet to be made public,
added that no other ships were di-
rectly affected and that there were
no reports or sightings of fuel
spills.

On Tuesday, the maritime fo-
rum and news site Captain posted
photos and video that it says shows
flooding and damage to the ship’s
rudder post. The Navy did not con-
firm the authenticity of the photos
and video.

USNS Big Horn was underway
to supply fuel and other resources
to the aircraft carrier USS Abra-
ham Lincoln and its escorts.

The oiler is the third Military
Sealift Command-operated vessel
to run aground in just over a year.

In May, the expeditionary sea
base USS Hershel “Woody” Wil-
liams grounded while departing
the port of Libreville, Gabon. Offi-
cials reported no damage or inju-
ries, but the ship languished in
port for several days, waiting for
an inspection before it could con-
tinue underway.

About two months later, the Na-
vy relieved its gold crew captain,

one of the ship’s two crew com-
manders.

That came after the release of
an investigation in May into the
grounding of the cargo ship USNS
Alan Shephard in Bahrain in July
2023. The report revealed that the
ship’s civilian master had left a ju-
nior officer in charge while he
went to dinner, contributing to the
incident.

The grounding Monday marks
the latest challenge for the Mili-
tary Sealift Command, which op-
erates around 125 civilian-crewed
ships responsible for replenishing
Navy vessels, pre-positioning
combat cargo at sea and conduct-
ing specialized missions, accord-
ing to the command’s website.

Some of these ships, such as the
U.S. 6th Fleet flagship USS Mount
Whitney, are crewed by civilian
mariners and active-duty sailors.

The USNS Big Horn is one of 15

U.S. Navy

The fleet replenishment oiler USNS Big Horn sails alongside the
aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln on Sept. 11, during a
replenishment-at-sea. Big Horn ran aground in Middle East waters

Monday, the Navy said.

replenishment oilers operated by
MSC, with a crew of up to 89 civil-
ian mariners and five military
personnel.

The Navy is replacing its cur-
rent class of oilers, which were
first commissioned in 1987.

While three new John Lewis-
class oilers have been delivered,
they have not yet entered service.
Three are under construction and
three more are under contract, ac-

cording to the Navy.

However, analysts have raised
serious concerns about the sealift
command’s ability to crew these
ships, citing a critical shortage of
civilian manpower.

The sealift command has pro-
posed sidelining 17 ships and real-
locating their mariners to other
vessels to make up for the crew
shortage. The Navy is reviewing
the proposal.

Camp Lejeune Marines face rape, consplra,cy charges

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

Police in Surf City, N.C., on
Monday charged two Marines sta-
tioned at Camp Lejeune with rape,
officials in the small beach town
near the base said.

Ted Arthur Davis, 23, and Rylie
Tate Petrosky, 20, were in jail
Monday after an initial appear-
ance in court, Surf City officials
said. A judge granted them a
$300,000 secured bond in that
hearing, but the suspects had not
been released as of Monday after-
noon.

Davis was charged with first-
degree forcible rape, felony con-
spiracy and providing alcohol to a

person under 21, according to po-
lice. Petrosky was charged with
first-degree for-
cible rape and
felony conspira-
cy. The rape
charges carry a
minimum penal-
ty of 12 years im-
prisonment up to
a life sentence,
according to
North Carolina law.

It was not clear Monday when
the suspected rape occurred, but
police described the incident as an
“isolated case.” Town officials
said the Marines knew the victim,
who was receiving support via a

Davis

victim’s advocate.

Police officials said they could
release no further information
Monday “to pro-
tect the victim’s
identity and the
integrity of the
case.”

Surf City Po-
lice Chief Phillip
Voorhees said
the investigation
was ongoing.

The Naval Criminal Investiga-
tive Service, the Onslow County
Sheriff’s Office, the Camp Le-
jeune Provost Marshal’s Office
and the Wilmington Police De-
partment have assisted in the

Petrosky

Navy’s new future nuclear-powered
submarine to be named USS Baltimore

Stars and Stripes

The future Virginia-class nucle-
ar-powered attack submarine
SSN 812 will be named USS Balti-
more, secretary of the Navy Car-
los Del Toro announced Friday
during a ship naming ceremony in
Baltimore.

“The city of Baltimore main-
tains a strong connection with our
maritime services and is a critical
enabler of our National Maritime
Statecraft,” Del Toro. “It is my
honor and privilege to announce
the name of the next Virginia-
class nuclear-powered subma-
rine, SSN-812, USS Baltimore.”

Maryland Sen. Ben Cardin
joined Del Toro for the ceremony,

held aboard the historic USS Con-
stellation.

“Maryland is proud of our con-
nection to the Navy and our strong
history as a coastal state,” Cardin
said. “I am excited that the next
USS Baltimore will be sailing the
seas again as the Navy’s newest
submarine.”

The city of Baltimore has signif-
icant ties to American and Naval
history. Baltimore Mayor Bran-
don Scott touched on the honor
and meaning behind the naming
of the Navy’s newest submarine.

“We are honored that Baltimore
is being represented across the
globe once again with the naming
of this future ship,” Scott said. “As

a city with such a rich naval and
maritime history, the naming of
the USS Baltimore ensures that
legacy will continue to live on for
decades to come. I want to extend
my deepest thanks and gratitude
to the U.S. Navy for this honor and
for continuing to uplift our city, in-
cluding all Baltimoreans who
choose to serve.”

Virginia-class submarines in-
corporate innovations that in-
crease firepower, maneuverabili-
ty and stealth, according to the
Navy.

They are capable of supporting
multiple mission areas and can
operate at speeds of more than 25
knots for months at a time.

probe, he said.

“We take these charges ex-
tremely seriously and remain
dedicated to seeing that justice is
served,” Voorhees said in a state-
ment. “Our department, in part-
nership with other law enforce-
ment agencies, worked swiftly to
conduct a thorough investigation,
bring appropriate charges, and
ensure the safety of our commun-

Surf City is a small coastal town
about 20 miles southeast of Camp
Lejeune. The city’s police depart-
ment identified the suspects as
Marines, but they provided no ad-
ditional information about their
service. Camp Lejeune officials
did not immediately respond
Monday to a request for more in-
formation about the Marines.
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Trump says he’d handle Ukraine ‘differently’

Bloomberg News

Republican presidential candi-
date Donald Trump said he would
approach Ukraine policy “differ-
ently” and marveled at Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s
requests for security assistance.

“I see Zelenskyy is here. I think
Zelenskyy is the greatest sales-
man in history — every time he
comes into the country, he walks
away with $60 billion,” Trump
said during a rally Monday in
Pennsylvania ahead of the United
Nations General Assembly.

Trump added that he believed
the Ukrainian leader wanted his
Democratic opponent, Kamala
Harris, to win the election “so
badly” and said he would look to
push Ukraine and Russia to the
negotiating table if he won the
election.

“If I win this election, the first
thing I’m going to do is call up Zel-
enskyy and call up President Pu-
tin and I say, ‘You got to make a
deal, this is crazy,”” Trump said at
the event in Indiana, Pa.

Trump’s comments came as

ZelensKyy is set to meet with Har-
ris and President Joe Biden on
Thursday to present his “victory
plan” to end the war started by
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin.

Zelenskyy plans to ask the Unit-
ed States to support another push
to join the NATO alliance and
commit to a sustained supply of
advanced weapons.

Zelenskyy, who toured a Penn-
sylvania ammunition plant Sun-
day, suggested in an interview
that Trump did not understand

the complexity of the conflict and
had made “political statements”
during his debate against Harris,
in which the Republican side-
stepped a question about whether
he wanted Kyiv to prevail in the
conflict.

“My feeling is that Trump
doesn’t really know how to stop
the war even if he might think he
knows how,” Zelenskyy told The
New Yorker. “With this war, of-
tentimes, the deeper you look at it
the less you understand.”

The Ukrainian leader also

called Trump’s running mate, JD
Vance, “tooradical” and criticized
the U.S. senator from Ohio for ad-
vocating for a demilitarized zone
between Ukraine and Russia.

“The idea that the world should
end this war at Ukraine’s expense
is unacceptable,” Zelenskyy said.
“But I do not consider this concept
of his a plan, in any formal sense.
This would be an awful idea, if a
person were actually going to car-
ry it out, to make Ukraine shoul-
der the costs of stopping the war
by giving up its territories.”

ALEx BRANDON/AP
Former President Donald Trump meets with farmers at an event Monday at a farm in Smithton, Pa.

Trump threatens John Deere with
tariffs at rural Pa. farming event

Associated Press

SMITHTON, Pa. — Donald
Trump sat in a large barn in rural
Pennsylvania on Monday, asking
questions of farmers and offering
jokes but, in a rarity for his cam-
paign events, mostly listening.

The bombastic former president
was unusually restrained at an
event about China’s influence on
the U.S. economy, a roundtable
during which farmers and manu-
facturers expressed concerns
about losing their way of life. Be-
hind Trump were large green trac-
tors and a sign declaring “Protect
our food from China.”

The event in Smithton, Pa., gave
Trump a chance to drive his eco-
nomic message against Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, arguing that
imposing tariffs and boosting ener-
gy production will lower costs. He
highlighted Harris’ reversal of a
previous vow to ban fracking, a
method of producing natural gas
key to Pennsylvania’s economy.

And he noted the tractors behind
him were manufactured by John
Deere, which announced in June it
was moving skid steer and track

loader manufacturing to Mexico
and working to acquire land there
for a new factory. Trump threat-
ened the firm with a 200% tariff
should he win back the presidency
and it opted to export manufactur-
ing to Mexico.

“If they want to build in the Unit-
ed States, there’s no tariff,” he add-
ed.

Trump opened the event with
some of his usual themes. He de-
clared that in 2020: “We had an
election that didn’t exactly work
out too good. And it was a dis-
grace.”

But he then did something un-
usual: He let others do most of the
talking.

When one farmer said recent
decades had seen scores of family
farms shut down, Trump asked
what that meant for overall pro-
duction. The response was that,
thanks to larger farms now operat-
ing, total production is actually up
but “we are losing the small family
farms.”

“I know that, yes,” Trump re-
sponded somberly. Later, he said,
“I am not too worried about the

people around this table” support-
ing him on Election Day, while jok-
ingly adding, “But you never
know.”

In response to another partici-
pant’s concerns about energy pro-
duction, Trump said he didn’t
know that farmers were so energy-
dependent. Another farmer talked
about Chinese-subsidized busi-
nesses, prompting Trump to re-
spond, “That’s why we need tar-
iffs.”

After the same farmer finished
her comments by praising him pro-
fusely, he intoned: “Amen. I
agree.”

Trump has embraced tariffs as
he tries to appeal to working-class
voters who oppose free-trade deals
and the outsourcing of factories
and jobs, and the event wasn’t all
about showing a more personable
side.

Later, the former president took
questions from reporters and got
more customarily combative when
asked whether he was concerned
that tariffs on manufacturers like
John Deere would increase costs
for farmers.

Thieves ruin EV chargers
while hunting for copper

Bloomberg News

Rick Wilmer spends most of his
work days at the office. But every
so often, the chief executive offi-
cer of ChargePoint Holdings Inc.
will make his way to the compa-
ny’s laboratory in San Jose, Calif.,
where he dons safety glasses and
wields an array of saws and shears
against EV chargers. The goal: to
approximate the rash of vandal-
ism sweeping the 65,000 U.S.
cords under ChargePoint’s care.

“It’s all over the country,” Wil-
mer says. “The types of stuff we’ve
seen happen is just horrifying in
terms of the way they go about it
and how frequently it happens.”

ChargePoint isn’t alone. This
year through June, nearly one in
five U.S. public charging attempts
ended in failure, according to JD
Power; roughly 10% of those
aborted sessions were due to a
damaged or missing cable. While
some of the destruction is without
agenda — the same spray-paint
and baseball-bat havoc that af-
fects vending machines and deliv-
ery robots — charging executives
say much of the damage has a spe-
cific, profit-based motive: copper.

There have been similar reports
of vandalism in Europe, and in
May Instavolt Ltd. — a U.K. char-
ger operator — warned of a crack-
down on cord theft. But the may-
hem comes at a particularly tough
time in the U.S., where sales of
electric cars are flagging. A relia-
ble charging network is key to
dousing drivers’ range anxiety,
and charging companies are eager
to disabuse EV-skeptical consum-
ers of the notion that public sta-
tions are inconvenient, slow and
often broken.

Vandalizing a public EV plug
isn’t much more complicated than
stealing a bicycle. Charging sta-
tions tend to be inconspicuous,
tucked into the quiet corners of
shopping centers and municipal
parking lots. Almost all of them
are unmanned, and cutting a cord
can be as simple as severing it
from the station with a hacksaw.

Vandalism is “front and center

for us and has been really since
the start of the year,” says Antho-
ny Lambkin, vice president of op-
erations at Electrify America,
which manages about 1,000 charg-
ing stations in North America. In
2024 so far, vandals have cut 215 of
the company’s cords, up from 79
in the year-earlier period.

FLO, which runs just under
3,700 charging stations in North
America, has also seen an uptick
in vandalism this year, though it
says most damage to its cables is
accidental.

Recently, seven of the compa-
ny’s fast-charging cords were cut
in a single week.

Wilmer has that beat: On one
day this summer, thieves cut mul-
tiple cords at the station just out-
side ChargePoint’s Silicon Valley
headquarters. And across the
company’s network, four in five
vandalism cases involve cut cords.
Nationwide, charging executives
say the issue is more pronounced
in urban centers, with particularly
consistent problems in Las Vegas,
Seattle, and Oakland, Calif.

Many of these cord bandits are
on the hunt for copper. The metal
is a critical vein in the fast-grow-
ing circulatory system of public
charging, and prices have roughly
doubled since a nadir in early
2020. Construction, tech gadgets
and the strengthening U.S. econo-
my at large are also driving up
copper demand.

The profit motive is reflected in
the nature of the vandalism, which
is often more organized than op-
portunist. Groups of thieves will
cut every cord in a station, taking
it offline entirely. Electrify Amer-
ica has also seen copper wiring
mined from its charging units, and
from underground conduits. EV-
go Inc.,, which operates nearly
1,000 U.S. stations, has security
footage of perpetrators wearing
uniforms to make themselves look
like utility workers or technicians.

“Ultimately, there needs to be a
larger law enforcement response
to this,” says Sara Rafalson, EV-
go’s executive director of policy.
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Severe obesity in

By JONEL ALECCIA
Associated Press

Obesity is high and holding stea-
dy in the U.S., but the proportion of
those with severe obesity — espe-
cially women — has climbed since
a decade ago, according to new
government research.

The U.S. obesity rate is about
40%, according to a 2021-23 survey
of about 6,000 people. Nearly 1in10
of those surveyed reported severe
obesity, the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
found. Women were nearly twice
as likely as men to report severe
obesity.

The overall obesity rate ap-
peared to tick down vs. the 2017-20
survey, but the change wasn’t con-
sidered statistically significant; the
numbers are small enough that
there’s mathematical chance they
didn’t truly decline.

That means it’s too soon to know
whether new treatments for obes-
ity, including blockbuster weight-
loss drugs such as Wegovy and
Zepbound, can help ease the epi-
demic of the chronic disease linked

US climbs in last decade

-
M. SPENCER GREEN/AP

A subject’s waist is measured during an obesity prevention study in

Chicago in January 2010.

to a host of health problems, ac-
cording to Dr. Samuel Emmerich,
the CDC public health officer who
led the latest study.

“We simply can’t see down to
that detailed level to prescription
medication use and compare that
to changes in obesity prevalence,”

Emmerich said. “Hopefully that is
something we can see in the fu-
ture.”

Most telling though, the results
that show that the overall obesity
rate in the U.S. has not changed
significantly in a decade, even as
the rate of severe obesity climbed

from nearly 8% in the 2013-14 sur-
vey to nearly 10% in the most re-
cent one. Before that, obesity had
increased rapidly in the U.S. since
the 1990s, federal surveys showed.

Measures of obesity and severe
obesity are determined according
to body mass index, a calculation
based on height and weight. People
with a BMI of 30 are considered to
have obesity; those with a BMI of
40 or higher have severe obesity.
BMI is regarded as a flawed tool
but remains widely used by doc-
tors to screen for obesity.

“Seeing increases in severe
obesity is even more alarming be-
cause that’s the level of obesity
that’s most highly associated with
some of the highest levels of car-
diovascular disease and diabetes
and lower quality of life,” said Sol-
veig Cunningham, an Emory Uni-
versity global health professor who
specializes in obesity.

Cunningham, who was not in-
volved in the new study, said it’s
not clear why rates of severe obes-
ity are going up, or why they were
higher among women. Factors

could include the effects of hor-
mones, the impact of childbearing
or other causes that require fur-
ther study, she said.

The new study also found that
obesity rates varied by education.
Almost 32% of people with abache-
lor’s degree or higher reported
having obesity, compared with
about 45% of those with some col-
lege or a high school diploma or
less.

The new report follows the re-
lease earlier this month of data
from U.S. states and territories that
showed that in 2023, the rate of
obesity ranged widely by place,
from a high of more than 41% of
adults in West Virginia to a low of
less than 24% of adults in Washing-
ton, D.C. Rates were highest in the
Midwest and the South.

All US. states and territories
posted obesity rates higher than
20%. In 23 states, more than 1 in 3
adults had obesity, the data
showed. Before 2013, no state had a
rate that high, said Dr. Alyson
Goodman, who leads a CDC team
focused on population health.

Colo. supermarket gunman gets
10 consecutive life sentences

By COLLEEN SLEVIN
Associated Press

BOULDER, Colo. — A mentally
illman whoKkilled 10 people ata Col-
oradosupermarketin2021 wassen-
tenced Monday to life in prison for
murder after a jury rejected his at-
tempttoavoid prison timeby plead-
ing not guilty by reason of insanity.

Victims’ relatives recounted in
pained testimony the lives gunman
Ahmad Alissa destroyedin the 2021
attack in the college town of Boul-
der.

“To the person that’s done this,
we hope that you suffer for the rest
of yourlife. You are acoward,” said
Nikolena Stanisic, whose only si-
bling, Neven, was killed. “I hope
this haunts the defendant until the
end of time. The defendant de-
serves the absolute worst.”

Stanisic recalled going out forice
cream with her brother the night
before he was shot and how he
would sometimes help her with
bills. Their household —once filled

with talk and laughter — is now
mostly silent, she told the court.

Defense attorneys did not dis-
pute that Alissa, who has schizo-
phrenia, fatally shot 10 people in-
cludingapolice officer. Butthey ar-
guedhe wasinsane atthe time ofthe
attack and couldn’t tell right from
wrong. He became the latest per-
sontofailin an attempt to be acquit-
ted by reason of insanity.

In addition to first-degree mur-
der, the jury found Alissa guilty on
38 charges of attempted murder,
one count of assault, and six counts
of possessingillegal, large-capacity
magazines.

Judge Ingrid Bakke sentenced
him to 10 consecutive life prison
sentences without the possibility of
parole for the murders and an addi-
tional 1,334 years for the other of-
fenses.

“This was not about mental ill-
ness. This was about brutal, inten-
tional violence,” District Attorney
Michael Dougherty said.

Alissa,now 2S5 yearsold,declined
through his attorneys to make a
statement during his sentencing.

The courtroom was packed
largely with victims’ families and
police, including officers shot at by
Alissa. Several members of Alissa’s
family sat behind him.

Alissa started shooting immedi-
ately after getting out of hiscarina
King Soopers store parking lot in
March 2021. He killed most of the
victims in just over a minute and
surrendered after an officer shot
himintheleg.

The daughter of Kkilled Officer
Eric Talley lamented the life mile-
stones they would not be able to
share. But Madeline Talley said she
would not hold onto bitterness and
forgave Alissa.

“He taught me to believe that
God brings good out of evil,” Made-
line Talley said of her father.

Others weren’t ready to forgive.
Robert Olds — whose niece, Rikki,
was killed — said Alissa’s family

CoLoRrADO JubiciAL BRANCH/AP

Ahmad Alissa, third from left, stands for the verdict in his trial for the
2021 Colorado supermarket shootings on Monday in Boulder, Colo.

should have been held criminally
responsible because their “igno-
rance, inattentiveness and inac-
tion” led directly to the attack.

Alissa did not visibly react as the
verdict was read. During sentenc-
ing, he looked at times toward the
victims’relatives asthey spoke. For
much of the time he sat hunched
over, talking to his attorney or writ-
ing.

Defense attorneys later declined
comment.

Prosecutors had to prove Alissa
was sane. They argued he didn’t
fire randomly and showed an abili-
ty to make decisions by pursuing
people who were running and try-
ing to hide from him. He twice
passed by a 91-year-old man who
continued to shop, unaware of the
shooting.

Kmart’s blue light goes black with shuttering of last full-scale US store

Associated Press
NEW YORK — Attention,
Kmart shoppers, the end is near!
The erstwhile retail giant re-
nowned for its Blue Light Spe-
cials — featuring a flashing blue
orb affixed to a pole enticing
shoppers to a flash sale — is shut-
tering its last full-scale store in

mainland United States.

The store, located in swank
Bridgehampton, N.Y., on Long Is-
land, is slated to close Oct. 20, ac-
cording to Denise Rivera, an em-
ployee who answered the phone
at the store late Monday. The
manager wasn’t available, she
said.

That will leave only a small
Kmart store in Miami. It has a

handful of stores in Guam and the
U.S. Virgin Islands.

Transformco, the company that
bought the assets of Sears and
Kmart out of the bankruptcy of
Sears Holdings in 2019, did not
immediately respond to an email
requesting comment.

In its heyday, there were more
than 2,000 Kmarts in the U.S.

Struggling to compete with
Walmart’s low prices and Tar-
get’s trendier offerings, Kmart
filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection in early 2002 — be-
coming the largest U.S. retailer to
take that step — and announced it
would close more than 250 stores.

A few years later, hedge fund
executive Edward Lampert com-

bined Sears and Kmart and
pledged to return them to their
former greatness. But the 2008
recession and the rising dom-
inance of Amazon contributed in
derailing that mission. Sears filed
for Chapter 11 in 2018 and now
has just a handful of stores left in
the U.S., where it once had thou-
sands.
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Humanitarian parole sought f

55 families asking US government for
decision on 70 kids they look to adopt

By DANica CoTo
Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — At
only 6 years old, Esai Reed has en-
dured three emergency evacua-
tions from orphanages across Hai-
ti as gangs pillage and plunder
their way through once peaceful
communities.

He is now in northern Haiti un-
der the care of a U.S. organization
after the director of Esai’s last or-
phanage fled the troubled Carib-
bean country where gangs control
80% of the capital.

Nearly five months have passed
since the last evacuation, and in
that time, Esai, who loves soccer
and is mischievous, hasn’t been
able to talk to his adoptive mother
in the U.S. or his two older broth-
ers who live with her as internet
connections and other logistics
falter.

“Clearly, this is an emergency,”
said Michelle Reed, a S1-year-old
teacher and single mother who
lives in Florida.

Reed’s is one of SS families from
Tennessee to California asking the
U.S. government for humanitar-
ian parole for some 70 children
they’re adopting. It was an oppor-
tunity the U.S. granted to more
than a dozen other children earlier
this year when gangs attacked key
government infrastructure and
forced Haiti’s main international
airport to close for nearly three
months, prompting evacuations of
dozens of U.S. citizens and 39 chil-
dren from March to May who had
final adoption decrees.

Reed and other families said
they were initially told they would
be part of the evacuation group,
but the U.S. government later said
that “despite intensive efforts,” it
had not found a solution to allow
children without adoption decrees
to leave Haiti and enter the U.S.,
according to a letter from the of-
fice of children’s issues at the
State Department.

“We understand that this up-
date will be disappointing for both
you and your child(ren),” the of-

fice wrote.

Reed and other families warned
that completing the adoption proc-
ess in Haiti instead of inthe U.S. as
requested forces the children to
travel to Port-au-Prince, which is
largely under siege by gangs, to
obtain a visa, passport and medi-
cal exam.

“Why aren’t they doing that for
our kids?” asked Emmerson, who
livesinthe U.S. and requested that
his last name be withheld for safe-
ty since he and his wife, who are
adopting his niece and nephew,
have family in Haiti.

Reed noted that the Haitian
Central Adoption Authority has
given the families permission for
the children to leave the country
and complete the adoption in the
UsS.

But a State Department spokes-
person told The Associated Press
that other Haitian authorities
overseeing the adoption process
do not agree. It added that it’s
working with the Haitian govern-
ment “to move adoptions forward
as quickly as possible” while en-
suring that laws, regulations and
obligations are met.

“The Department is working to
expedite final processing steps for
additional children,” it said, add-
ing that all Haitian government of -
fices that process adoptions are
open, “although some offices
could be intermittently closed or
operating at limited capacity due
to localized violence.”

The department said it “under-
stands and empathizes with the
concerns and frustration of U.S.
families adopting from Haiti.”

Stéphane Vincent, director of
Haiti’s Directorate of Immigra-
tion and Emigration, did not re-
turn messages for comment.

The U.S. Department of Home-
land Security told the AP that con-
sideration for parole applies “to a
very limited number of Haitian
adoptees” who have reached a
specific stage in their process. It
said that U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services “is working

or children in Haiti

RamonN EsPiNosA/AP

Haitian children walk hand in hand as they await the arrival of their adoptive parents in Port-au-Prince,

Haiti, in 2010.

tirelessly” with U.S. government
partners “to navigate the current
circumstances.”

Aside from the dangers of being
in Port-au-Prince, families note
their cases could be further de-
layed because Haitian judges
have been on strike while others
have left the country because of
the violence.

The U.N. noted in a recent re-
port that ever since Haiti’s judicial
year started in October 2023,
“courts have been operational for
barely ten days.”

Backing the families in their
push to obtain humanitarian pa-
role are lawmakers including U.S.
Sens. Sherrod Brown, Marco Ru-
bio and Rick Scott, who have writ-
ten the U.S. State Department and
the Department of Homeland Se-
curity on their behalf.

Haiti has been under a state of
emergency for several months,
and the State Department has long
upheld a “do not travel” advisory,
warning of kidnappings, Killings,
sexual assault and other crimes,
adding that “the U.S. government
is very limited in its ability to help
U.S. citizens in Haiti.”

From April to June, at least
1,379 people were reported killed
or injured, and another 428 kid-
napped, according to the U.N.,
which noted that 88% of those

crimes were in Port-au-Prince.

Meanwhile, gang violence has
left at least 700,000 people home-
less in recent years, half of them
children, William O’Neill, the U.N.
independent human rights expert
on Haiti, said Friday.

“Allindicators remain extreme-
ly worrying,” he said during his
visit to Haiti. “The first and most
concerning of them, insecurity.”

Meanwhile, Kenyan police who
arrived in late June as part of a
U.N.-backed mission to help quell
gang violence only recently
launched joint operations with
Haiti’s police and military as the
U.S. ponders a U.N. peacekeeping
operation after warning that the
current mission lacks resources.

“The children are at great risk,”
said Diane Kunz, executive direc-
tor for the New York-based non-
profit Center for Adoption Policy.
“You have the State Department
saying they can’t guarantee the
protection of their own people.”

In Florida, Reed worries about
Esai as she tries to comfort his
brothers, ages 8 and 10, who were
physically abused, sick and mal-
nourished when she adopted them
nearly two years ago.

“The boys are afraid for him,
and they don’t want to talk about
it,” she said, adding that no one
told her they had a brother when

she adopted them.

Reed recalled how, after arriv-
ing in the U.S., her two older sons
slept in a single twin bed despite
having two available and held
each other through the night.

“Nighttime was scary for
them,” Reed said. “They had
nightmares for a long time.”

Angela, who lives in California
and asked that her last name be
withheld for safety, said she and
her husband are trying to adopt a
S-year-old girl who — like Reed’s
youngest son — has been evacuat-
ed from orphanages three times.

Angela recalled how she was on
the phone with an orphanage
worker and her daughter when
gunfire erupted.

She said it’s terrifying to think
that her daughter, who is shy and
loves to read books, will have to
travel to Port-au-Prince to com-
plete the required paperwork af-
ter violence forced her to flee the
city.

“It’s just not right for these chil-
dren to be thrown into the war
zone to meet requirements that
could easily be waived,” Reed
said. “We are not looking to bypass
any part of the adoption process.
We want our children evacuated
to safety so we have children to
adopt. We don’t want them to die
in Haiti.”

Fla. officials pressure schools to roll back sex ed lessons

AP/Report for America

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Some Florida
school districts are rolling back a more
comprehensive approach to sex education
in favor of abstinence-focused lessons un-
der pressure from state officials who have
labeled certain instruction on contracep-
tion, anatomy and consent as inappro-
priate for students.

Officials from the Florida Department
of Education, led by an appointee of Re-
publican Gov. Ron DeSantis, have been
directing some of the state’s largest school

districts to scale back their lesson plans
not only on sexual activity, but on contra-
ceptives, human development, abuse and
domestic violence, as first reported by the
Orlando Sentinel.

The shift reflects a nationwide push in
conservative states to restrict what kids
can learn about themselves and their bod-
ies.

Advocates are concerned that young
people won’t reliably be taught about ado-
lescence, safe sex or relationship violence
at a time when sexually transmitted in-

fections have been on the rise and access
to abortion is being increasingly restrict-
ed.

Under recent changes to state law, it’s
now up to the Florida Department of Edu-
cation to sign off on school districts’ curri-
culum on reproductive health and disease
education if they use teaching materials
other than the state’s designated textbook.

About a dozen districts across Florida
have been told by state officials to restrict
their sex ed instruction plans, said Elissa
Barr, a professor of public health at the

University of North Florida and the chair
of the Florida Healthy Youth Alliance,
which advises school districts on devel-
oping and implementing comprehensive
sex education programs.

Barr says comprehensive sex ed isn’t
just about reducing teen pregnancy and
protecting young people against HIV.

“Sex ed is sexual abuse prevention. It’s
dating violence prevention. And it just
helps young people develop healthier rela-
tionships and actually delay sexual initia-
tion,” Barr said.
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Calif. is latest to limit phones in school

AP/Report for America

SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
School districts in California will
have to create rules restricting
student smartphone use under a
new law Democratic Gov. Gavin
Newsom signed Monday.

The legislation makes Califor-
nia the latest state to try to curb
student phone access in an effort
to minimize distractions in the
classroom and address the mental
health impacts of social media on
children. Florida, Louisiana, Indi-

ana and several other states have
passed laws aimed at restricting
student phone use at school.
“This new law will help students
focus on academics, social devel-
opment, and the world in front of
them, not their screens, when
they’re in school,” Newsom said.
But some critics of phone re-
striction policies say the burden
should not fall on teachers to en-
force them. Others worry the rules
will make it harder for students to
seek help if there is an emergency

or argue that decisions on phone
bans should be left up to individu-
al districts or schools.

“We support those districts that
have already acted independently
toimplement restrictions because,
after a review of the needs of their
stakeholders, they determined
that made the most sense for their
communities with regards to safe-
ty, school culture and academic
achievement,” said Troy Flint, a
spokesperson for the California
School Boards Association. “We

simply oppose the mandate.”

The law requires districts to
pass rules by July 1, 2026, to limit
or ban students from using smart-
phones on campus or while stu-
dents are under the supervision of
school staff. Districts will have to
update their policies every five
years after that.

The move comes after Newsom
signed a law in 2019 authorizing
school districts to restrict student
phone access. In June, he an-
nounced plans to take on the issue

again after the U.S. surgeon gen-
eral called on Congress to require
warning labels on social media
platforms and their effects on
young people.

The governor then sent letters
to districts last month, urging
them to limit student device use on
campus. That came on a day that
the board for the second-largest
school district in the country, Los
Angeles Unified, voted to ban stu-
dent phone use during the school
day beginning in January.

Vouchers ease start-up
stress as demand for
Christian schools rises

By HoLLy MEYER
Associated Press

Florida pastor Melvin Adams
knows a few hours of church pro-
gramming every week is no match
for the more than 30 hours chil-
dren spend at secular schools, ab-
sorbing lessons that he says run
counter to their family’s Christian
beliefs.

Like other theologically conser-
vative pastors in Florida and be-
yond, he decided his Nazarene
church in the Orlando suburbs
could do something about it. Now
the inaugural semester of Winter
Garden Christian Academy is un-
derway at Faith Family Commun-
ity Church, educating K-4th grade
students within the church’s bibli-
cal worldview.

“We’re making disciples and
we’re doing it not just on Sundays,
but we’re doing it all week long,”
said Adams. “I feel like we do have
aleg up here in Florida.”

The state has an expansive
voucher program in which tax-
payers help to pay tuition for all
families who want to send their
kids to private schools. While
that’s not the primary reason
Faith Family Community and oth-
er churches are launching Chris-
tian schools on their campus, the
vouchers have made it easier.

It’s not about hurting public
schools, said pastor Jimmy Scrog-
gins, whose Family Church in
South Florida is hoping to launch
three classical Christian schools
over the next year. Rather, he said
it’s about giving parents more
schooling options that align with
their Christian values.

Family Church is responding to
an ongoing demand that rose out
of heightened, pandemic-era
scrutiny of what children were be-
ing taught in public schools about
gender, sexuality and other con-
tentious issues, he said. In Chris-
tian classrooms, pastors say reli-
gious beliefs can inform lessons
on morals and character building,

teachers are free to incorporate
the Bible across subjects, and the
immersive environment may give
students a better chance of staying
believers as adults.

“Our hope is to help accelerate
this movement of Christian educa-
tion. That every Christian
church with abuilding will consid-
er starting or hosting a neighbor-
hood school,” said Scroggins.
“We’re not trying to burn anything
down. We’re trying to build some-
thing constructive.”

Scroggins makes his case in
“The Education Reformation:
Why Your Church Should Start a
Christian School,” a new book he
co-wrote with Trevin Wax of the
Southern Baptist Convention’s
North American Mission Board.
Scroggins’ large, multisite church
also is Southern Baptist.

They have company in their
cause from school voucher advo-
cates.

On the national level, for exam-
ple, Family Research Council se-
nior fellow Joseph Backholm
made a similar argument in his
2020 report, “Why Every Church
Should Start a Christian School,”
while pushing for more public
funding for private education. At
the state level, the Ohio Christian
Education Network launched a
school planting initiative for
churches in 2021.

“We believe the church has are-
sponsibility to rise up and meet
what we see as an educational cri-
sis in the United States,” said Troy
Mclntosh, the network’s execu-
tive director. So far, they’'ve
helped start two schools and hope
to add more, likely beginning as
small learning environments
known as microschools, he said.

Ohio passed so-called universal
school choice — taxpayer money
available for private school tuition
without income limits — in 2023.
They were part of a wave of pro-
school voucher laws passed in Ari-
zona, Florida, West Virginia and

JonN Raoux/AP

First grade teacher Sharon Parsons helps her students with a lesson at the Winter Garden Christian
Academy on Aug. 29, in Winter Garden, Fla.

other states following key Su-
preme Court rulings. This year,
universal school choice became
an official national Republican
Party policy, including equal
treatment for homeschooling.

In addition to discrimination
concerns and church-state issues,
opponents worry school vouchers
take money from public schools,
which serve most U.S. students,
and help higher-income families
already in private schools.

“The problem isn’t churches
starting schools. The problem is
taxpayer funding for these
schools, or any private schools,”
said Rachel Laser, president of
Americans United for Separation
of Church and State, in a state-
ment. School vouchers, she said,
“force taxpayers to fund religious
education—a clear violation of re-
ligious freedom.”

Most private schools are reli-
gious, though not all are sponsored
by a specific house of worship.

Conservative Christian schools
accounted for nearly 12% (3,549)
of the country’s private options
during the 2021-22 academic year,
according to the latest data from
the National Center for Education
Statistics’ Private School Uni-
verse Survey. While they’re not
the largest group, enrollment is

growing at conservative Christian
schools. Total enrollment jumped
about 15% (785,440) in 2021, com-
pared to 2019.

Melissa Erickson, director and
co-founder of Alliance for Public
Schools in Florida, said she has
fought vouchers for years along
with other policies that hurt a pub-
lic school system continually vil-
lainized as the problem, even as it
serves most children in the state.

“They want the benefits of the
public funding without the re-
quirements that public schools
have to go through. It’s very con-
cerning that there’s no accounta-
bility,” said Erickson, who is see-
ing “homeschool collectives or
small individual churches that
never thought of going into the
education business, now going in-
to it because there’s this unregu-
lated stream of money.”

The public school-Sunday
school clash has flared up before
with disagreements about human
origins to prayer in class, said Jeff
Walton, executive director of the
American Association of Chris-
tian Schools. Today, the accredita-
tion group is seeing school growth,
especially from Southern Baptist
churches, and enrollment increas-
ing among its more than 700 mem-
ber schools, he said.

“It’s not an opposition to public
education in principle. It’s an op-
position to where public schools
have gone ideologically in a lot of
communities, and that frustrates
Christian parents,” said Walton,
noting the conflicting messages
are hard on children.

The first semester is underway
at one Southern Baptist church in
West Virginia. South Berkley Bap-
tist’s Christian academy, which
accepts the state’s Hope Scholar-
ship voucher, is starting off with
less than 10 students and individu-
alized learning, said pastor Pa-
trick McCoy, who is pursuing
school accreditation.

The school came about after
McCoy started substitute teaching
at area public schools a couple
years ago. He said there he found
good people, and little being
taught on hot-button ideologies,
but a clear need for strong Chris-
tian education.

“They’re failing in preparing
them for adulthood,” said McCoy,
who is worried for the future of
public-school funding since he ex-
pects more parents will use
vouchers for private education.

“We’ve got to attack this prob-
lem head-on," he said. “Since
they’re not doing it, somebody
needs to do it.”
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WORLD

In UN farewell, Biden hopeful on peace prospects

=

Associated Press

NEW YORK — President Joe Biden de-
clared the U.S. must not retreat from the
world, as he delivered his final address to the
U.N. General Assembly on Tuesday as Israel
and Hezbollah militants in Lebanon edged to-
ward all-out war and Israel’s bloody operation
against Hamas in Gaza neared the one-year
mark.

Biden used his wide-ranging address to
speak to aneed to end the Middle East conflict
and the 17-month-old civil warin Sudan and to
highlight U.S. and Western allies’ support for
Kyiv since Russia invaded Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022.

His appearance before the international
body also offered Biden one of his last high-
profile opportunities as president to make the
case to keep up robust support for Ukraine,
which could be in doubt if former President
Donald Trump, who has scoffed at the cost of
the war, defeats Vice President Kamala Har-
ris in November. Still, Biden insisted that de-
spite global conflicts, he remains hopeful for
the future.

“I’'ve seen a remarkable sweep of history,”
Biden said. “I know many look at the world to-
day and see difficulties and react with despair
butIdonot.”

“We are stronger than we think” when the
world acts together, he added.

SeTH WENIG/AP

President Joe Biden addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General

Assembly, Tuesday, at U.N. headquarters.

Biden came to office promising to rejuve-
nate U.S. relations around the world and to ex-
tract the U.S. from “forever wars” in Afghan-
istan and Iraq that consumed American for-
eign policy over the last 20 years.

“I was determined to end it, and I did,” Bi-

den said of the Afghanistan exit, calling it a
“hard decision but the right decision.” He ac-
knowledged thatitwas “accompanied by trag-
edy” with the deaths of 13 American troops
and hundreds of Afghansin asuicide bombing
during the chaotic withdrawal.

Buthisforeignpolicy legacy may ultimately
be shaped by his administration’s response to
two of the biggest conflicts in Europe and the
Middle East since World War I1.

“There will always be forces that pull our
countries apart,” Biden said, rejecting “a de-
sire to retreat from the world and go it alone.”
Hesaid, “Ourtask, ourtest,istomake sure that
the forces holding us together are stronger
than the forces pulling us apart.”

The Pentagon announced Monday that it
was sending a small number of additional U.S.
troops to the Middle East to supplement the
roughly 40,000 in the region. All the while, the
White House insists Israel and Hezbollah still
have time to step back and de-escalate.

Biden has seemed more subdued in recent
days about the prospects of Israel and Hamas
agreeing to a temporary cease-fire and hos-
tage deal. Butheinsiststhathe hasn’tgiven up.

Biden used his remarks to condemn the
“horrors” of the Hamas attack on Oct. 7 and
said hostages taken by the group are “are go-
ing through hell.” He added, “Innocent civil-
ians in Gaza are also going through hell.” Bi-
den also condemned settler violence against
Palestinian civilians in the West Bank.

Biden reiterated his call on the parties to
agree to a cease-fire and hostage release deal,
saying it’s time to “end this war” — even as
hopes for such a deal are fading.

Israeli military says it killed a top Hezbollah commander

Associated Press

BEIRUT — Israel said it killed a top com-
mander with Hezbollah’s missile and rocket
unit Tuesday as the Israeli military traded fire
with Hezbollah again and the death toll from a
massive Israeli bombardment climbed to
nearly S60 people.

Military officials said Ibrahim Kobeisi, who
joined Hezbollahin the 1980s, was responsible
forlaunches toward Israel and planned a 2000
attack in the Mount Dov region in which three
Israeli soldiers were kidnapped and killed.

He was Killed in a strike on Beirut, the mil-
itary said, adding that “other key command-
ers” were with Kobeisi at the time of the strike.
Butofficials did not say whether any of the oth-

ers were killed or wounded.

Meanwhile, thousands of people fled from
southern Lebanon with the two sides on the
brink of all-out war. Displaced families sleptin
shelters hastily set up in schools in Beirut and
the coastal city of Sidon. With hotels quickly
booked to capacity orrooms pricedbeyond the
meansof many families, those who didnot find
shelter slept in their cars or in parks.

Issa Baydoun fled Shihine in southern Le-
banon whenitwasbombed and cameto Beirut
in a convoy with his extended family. They
sleptin their vehicles on the side of the road af-
ter discovering that the shelters were full.

“We struggled a lot on the road just to get
here,” he said. Baydoun rejected Israel’s con-

tention that it hit only military targets.

“We evacuated our homes because Israel is
targeting civilians and attacking them,” he
said. “That’s why we left our homes, to protect
our children.”

The United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugeesin Lebanon said Tuesday that one of
its staffers and her young son were among
those killed Monday in the Bekaa region,
while a UNHCR-contracted cleaner was
killed in a strike in the south. The husband of a
staffer and one of her children were seriously
wounded.

Well-wishers offered up empty apartments
or rooms in their houses in social media posts.
Volunteers set up a kitchen to cook meals for

the displaced at an empty Beirut gas station
that firstbecame ahub for volunteers afterthe
city’s devastating 2020 port explosion.

In the eastern city of Baalbek, the state-run
National News Agency reported that lines
formed at bakeries and gas stations as resi-
dents rushed to stock up on supplies in antici-
pation of another round of strikes on Tuesday.

The Lebanese militant group Hezbollah
said it launched missiles overnight and in the
morning at eight sites in Israel, including an
explosivesfactoryinZichron Yaakov,37 miles
from the border. The Israeli military said
Tuesday that SSrockets were fired from Leba-
non into northern Israel, setting fires and da-
maging buildings.
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Swiss police detain several, use
of “suicide capsule suspecte

Associated Press
GENEVA — Police in northern
Switzerland said Tuesday that sev-
eral people have been detained and
a criminal case opened in connec-
tion with the suspected death of a
person in a new “suicide capsule.”
The “Sarco” suicide capsule,
whichhasneverbeenusedbefore, is
designed to allow a person sitting in
areclining seat inside to push a but-
ton that injects nitrogen gas into the
sealed chamber. The person is then
supposed to fall asleep and die by
suffocation in a few minutes.
Prosecutorsin Schaffhausen can-
ton were informed by alaw firm that
an assisted suicide involving the
Sarco had taken place Monday near
a forest cabin in Merishausen, re-
gional police said in a statement. It
said “several people” were taken in-
to custody and prosecutors opened
an investigation on suspicion of in-
citement and accessory to suicide.
Exit International, an assisted su-
icide group based in the Nether-
lands, has said it is behind the 3D-

AHMAD SEIR/AP

Philip Nitschke, an Australian former physician behind the assisted
suicide group Exit International, is seen inside a “suicide pod” known
as “The Sarco” in Rotterdam, The Netherlands, on July 8.

printed device that cost over $1 mil-
lion to develop.

In a statement, the group said a
64-year-old woman from the U.S.
Midwest—it did not specify further
— who had suffered from “severe
immune compromise” had died
Monday afternoonnearthe German

border using the Sarco device.

Philip Nitschke, an Australian
former physician behind Exit Inter-
national, has previously told the AP
that his organization received ad-
vice from lawyers in Switzerland
that use of the Sarco would be legal
in the country.

Sweden: Iran behind texts
critical of Quran burnings

Associated Press

COPENHAGEN, Denmark —
Swedish authorities accused Iran
on Tuesday of being responsible
for thousands of text messages
that were sent to people in the
Scandinavian country calling for
revenge over the burnings of Is-
lam’s holy book in 2023.

According to officials in Stock-
holm, the cyberattack was carried
out by Iran’s paramilitary Revolu-
tionary Guard, which hacked an
SMS service and sent ‘“some
15,000 text messages in Swedish”
over the string of public burnings
of the Quran that took place over
several months in the summer of
2023.

Senior prosecutor Mats Ljungg-
vist said a preliminary investiga-
tion by Sweden’s SAPO domestic
security agency showed “it was
the Iranian state via the Iranian
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps, IRGC, that carried out a
databreach at a Swedish company
that runs a major SMS service.”

The Swedish company was not
named. There was no immediate
comment from Iranian authorities

on the accusations from Sweden.

In August 2023, Swedish media
reported that a large number of
people in Sweden had received
text messages in Swedish calling
for revenge against people who
were burning the Quran, Ljungg-
vist said, adding that the sender of
the messages was “a group calling
itself the Anzu team.”

Swedish broadcaster SVT pub-
lished a photo of a text message,
saying that “those who desecrated
the Quran must have their work
covered in ashes” and -calling
Swedes “demons.”

The protests were held under
the freedom of speech act, which
is protected under the Swedish
constitution. The rallies were ap-
proved by police. However, the in-
cidents left Sweden torn between
its commitment to free speech and
its respect for religious minori-
ties.

At the time, the Swedish gov-
ernment said it “strongly rejects
the Islamophobic act committed
by individuals in Sweden,” adding
that the desecrations did not re-
flect the country’s stand.
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Eight bulls escape rodeo
being held in parking lot

MA NORTH ATTLEBO-

RO — This is no bull:
First responders in a Massachu-
setts city had to exercise some im-
promptu roundup skills when
eight bulls escaped from a rodeo
being held in the parking lot of a
mall on Sunday.

Video posted online captured
the moment when the bulls escap-
ed from the rodeo in North Attle-
boro. The animals charged
through the crowded parking lot,
knocked down fencing, bumped
against a tent and rumbled toward
busy U.S. Highway 1. They even-
tually headed for some nearby
woods for short-lived freedom. No
one was hurt during the breakout.

The North Attleboro Fire De-
partment issued a warning: These
rodeo bulls weren’t playing
around.

Seven of the eight were cor-
ralled by late Sunday afternoon,
but the last one remained on the
lam. The eighth bull was lassoed
and led into a trailer on U.S. High-
way 1 in North Attleboro on Mon-
day night. The Festival Rodeo at
the Emerald Square Mall was shut
down, officials said.

How the bulls escaped was un-
der investigation.

Lawmaker arrested on

domestic violence charge
A WINFIELD — An Ala-
bama lawmaker was ar-

rested on a domestic violence
charge after his wife accused him
of threatening to beat her.

Rep. Tracy Estes, S7, a Republi-
can from Winfield, was jailed Fri-
day night on a misdemeanor
charge of third-degree domestic
violence, news outlets reported.
Marion County jail records online
did not show him still in custody
Saturday afternoon.

The lawmaker’s wife, Christina
Estes, said in a legal filing that her
husband began cursing at her dur-
ing an argument Friday evening at
their home.

After she shut herself in a bed-
room, she said, he spent two hours
pounding in the door and threat-
ening to beat her.

“This type of behavior has oc-
curred numerous times since they
have been married,” the court rec-
ord said.

Pilot killed in midair
collision of two planes

c LANCASTER — One

pilot was killed and an-
other pilot escaped without inju-
ries when two single-engine air-
planes collided in midair on Sun-
day in Southern California, au-
thorities said.

The collision between a Nan-
chang CJ-6 and a Yakovlev
Yak-52 occurred around 1 p.m. in
Lancaster, a desert city about 65
miles north of downtown Los An-
geles, according to the Federal
Aviation Administration.

One person on one of the small
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Getting a grip

Suhrud Kamat, 11, top, practices the traditional Indian sport of mallakhamb outside the Nassau Coliseum before an event with Narendra Modi,
Prime Minister of India, in Uniondale, N.Y., on Sunday.

planes died, the LA County Fire
Department said. Only the pilots
were on board both aircraft, the
FAA said.

It wasn’t immediately clear
which plane was carrying the vic-
tim who died.

The FAA and the National
Transportation Safety Board will
investigate.

Man accused in shootings
near homeless camps

M MINNEAPOLIS — A

man has been
charged in shootings near Min-
neapolis homeless encampments
that killed one man and injured
another.

Anthony Jones, 36, was charged
with one count of second-degree
murder and one count of attempt-
ed second-degree murder, the
Hennepin County Attorney’s Of-
fice said in a news release.

Jones also is under investiga-
tion for another Killing that hap-
pened the same day as the other
shootings, the news release said.

Police used surveillance video
to identify Jones as the person
who fatally shot a man at point-
blank range. Additional investiga-
tion connected him to the other
“targeted” shootings in the same
area of south Minneapolis, the
news release said.

Hennepin County Attorney Ma-
ry Moriarty said the shooting
spree ”does not appear to have
been targeted at the broader un-
housed community,” but called
the attacks “horrifying.”

No election security after
posts about yard signs

O RAVENNA — A local

Ohio elections board
says the county sheriff’s depart-
ment will not be used for election
security following a social media
post by the sheriff saying people
with Kamala Harris yard signs
should have their addresses rec-
orded so that immigrants can be
sent to live with them if the Demo-
cratic vice president wins the No-
vember election.

In a statement on the Portage
County Democrats’ Facebook
page, county board of elections
chair Randi Clites said members
voted 3-1 Friday to remove the
sheriff’s department from provid-
ing security during in-person ab-
sentee voting.

Clites cited public commentsin-
dicating “perceived intimidation
by our sheriff against certain vot-
ers” and the need to “make sure
every voter in Portage County
feels safe casting their ballot for
any candidate they choose.”

Students protest against
gun violence at meeting

ATLANTA — Weeks

after four people died

and nine people were injured in a

school shooting northeast of At-

lanta, a group of elementary

school students carried signs into

the Georgia Capitol as lawmakers

discussed legislation that would
incentivize safe gun storage.

About 20 students ranging from
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S- to 12-years-old — joined by a
few parents and teachers from an
Atlanta private school — shuffled
into a state Senate committee
meeting to demand legislative ac-
tion on gun violence.

“This is our future generation,”
11-year old Autumn Humphries
said to Senate Democrats in the
room and Republicans who were
watching remotely. “We are the
next generation. You’re acting
like you don’t care.”

As the students walked out,
committee Chairman Emanuel
Jones, a Decatur Democrat, led
the students in a chant: “No more
violence! End gun violence!”

Motorcyclist killed after
being hit by speeding car

PHOENIX — A motor-

cyclist has died after
being struck by a car traveling 140
mph by a suspected impaired
driver on a freeway in Phoenix,
authorities said Sunday.

The Arizona Department of
Public Safety said the driver of the
car was taken into custody. The
names of the car driver and mo-
torcyclist weren’t immediately re-
leased.

DPS troopers said the car was
observed going 140 mph — nearly
twice the posted speed limit — on
Interstate 10 around 1:30 a.m. Sun-
day. After crashing into the motor-
cycle rider, DPS officials said the
car’s driver kept going for another
mile before the vehicle caught on
fire.

They said the motorcyclist was

SeETH WENIG/AP

rushed to a hospital, where he lat-
er died.

Arizona Department of Trans-
portation officials say the section
of freeway where the crash oc-
curred was closed for eight hours
while authorities conducted their
investigation.

Boxing training halted
after recruit’s death

MA NEW BRAINTREE

—The Massachusetts
State Police have suspended full-
contact boxing training activities
among recruits until further no-
tice after a trainee died, a police
spokesperson said.

Enrique Delgado-Garcia, 25, of
Worcester, died at a hospital on
Sept. 13, a day after the exercise in
the boxing ring at the Massachu-
setts State Police Academy in New
Braintree, in Worcester County,
about 80 miles west of Boston.

Delgado-Garcia was wearing
boxing gloves and headgear dur-
ing the exercise. The medical
team determined he required ur-
gent care and took him to the hos-
pital, where he died. His manner
and cause of death have not been
released. Family members told
reporters that he suffered broken
teeth and a neck fracture.

“The Academy suspended full-
contact boxing training activities
between trainees until further no-
tice,” Tim McGuirk, a state police
department spokesperson, said in
a statement Sunday night.

From The Associated Press
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ApPLE TV+/AP

After a short theatrical run, “Wolfs,” starring Brad Pitt, left, and George Clooney is coming to Apple TV+ on Friday.

New this week: Clooney and Pitt
are together again, ‘Will & Harper’

Associated Press
Here’s a collection curated by The Asso-
ciated Press’ entertainment journalists of
what’s arriving on TV, streaming services
and music platforms this week.

Movies

B Hard as this may be to believe, George
Clooney and Brad Pitt are good together.
Yes, stop the presses and all that. But it’s
been a while since Clooney and Pitt, who
first teamed up for “Ocean’s 11,” had a mo-
vie built around their easy charisma.
“Wolfs,” streaming Friday on Apple TV+,
corrects that with a sleek New York caper
about two fixers who have been hired for
the same cleanup job. In my review of the
film by writer-director Jon Watts (“Spider-
Man: No Way Home”), I wrote that “Wolfs”
is “designed to show you that they can still,
without ever really breaking a sweat, get
the job done.”

B Some Pixar fans have quibbled in the
past when the digital animation studio has
leaned too hard into sequels. But the box of-
fice for “Inside Out 2” is hard to refute. With
nearly $1.7 billion in ticket sales, it’s the
year’s biggest box-office hit. On Wednes-
day, “Inside Out 2” arrives on Disney+ to
make one of the most anticipated streaming
debuts of the year. In it, Riley has grown up
a couple years but entered a new chapter in
life: puberty, bringing with it a number of
new emotions.

B Will Ferrell and Harper Steele be-
came friends and collaborators at “Satur-
day Night Live,” where Steele was head
writer from 2004 to 2008. When Steele came
out as transgender a few years ago, Ferrell,
interested in reconnecting, proposed a road
trip. In “Will & Harper,” streaming Friday
on Netflix, the two embark on a cross-coun-

try expedition full of revelations about what
this changes and doesn’t change in their re-
lationship.

— AP Film Writer Jake Coyle

Music

B Remember the first time you heard
“Million Dollar Baby”? The rap record feels
like it came out of nowhere — as so many
TikTok smashes do — but continues to en-
dure, moving from hit song of the spring to
hit song of the summer to hit song of the fall
and beyond. But now, fans of Tommy Rich-
man will get to dive deeper into his musical
abilities when he releases the full-length
“Coyote” on Friday. Little is known about
the 11-track release, but the lead singles
“Whitney,” a disco-funk electro-detour, and
“Thought You Were the One” — a hook-
heavy R&B ballad — suggest range.

B Serj Tankian, frontman of the Gram-
my Award-winning Armenian-American
nu-metal band System of a Down, will re-
lease a short solo EP, “Foundations,” on Fri-
day. The release maintains his band’s abra-
sion but experiments with different forms
of audial rebellion.

B There is nothing predictable about the
band Being Dead’s sophomore album,
“EELS,” produced by Grammy-award win-
ner John Congleton. Across 16 tracks that
move from asymmetrical egg punk, Devo-
worship, arecording of abus driver who has
had enough, timeless, near-psychedelic
harmonies and various other oddball sensi-
bilities, Being Dead’s organized chaos is fu-
ture-seeking and familiar all at once.

— AP Music Writer Maria Sherman

Television

B Ryan Murphy has a new series on FX
called “Grotesquerie” premiering Wednes-

day. Niecy Nash stars as a detective who
agrees to help a nun and reporter (Micaela
Diamond) with a Catholic newspaper to in-
vestigate a series of gruesome murders. Su-
per Bowl-winning Kansas City Chiefs tight
end Travis Kelce (otherwise known as Tay-
lor Swift’s boyfriend)a secret role in the
show.

W If “Grotesquerie” isn’t your bag,
there’s another Ryan Murphy series mak-
ing its debut this week. A medical drama
called “Doctor Odyssey” premieres Thurs-
day on ABC. Joshua Jackson plays a doctor
on board a luxury cruise ship called the
Odyssey. Don Johnson, Philippa Soo and
Sean Teale also star. The show also boasts a
number of guest stars including John Sta-
mos, Kelsea Ballerini, Shania Twain and
Chord Overstreet. A trailer for the show had
nearly 78 million views within 48 hours,
making it the most-watched trailer for a
new broadcast TV show. Episodes also
stream on Hulu.

B One might assume a TV show called
“Colin from Accounts” takes place in an of-
fice setting. Instead, it’s a modern-day ro-
mantic comedy made in Australia. It’s cre-
ated by and co-stars real-life husband and
wife Harriet Dyer and Patrick Brammel,
who play two people who are brought to-
gether by an injured dog named Colin. All
eight episodes of Season 2 debut Thursday
on Paramount+.

B “The Walking Dead” characters Daryl
and Carol (Norman Reedus and Melissa
McBride) make up one of the most popular
platonic pairings on TV. The unlikely
friends bond over similar pasts and share a
deep trust. They next co-star in “The Walk-
ing Dead: Daryl Dixon - The Book of Carol,”
premiering Sunday on AMC and AMC+.

— Alicia Rancilio

Jane’s Addiction singer
seeking treatment after
concert brawl, wife says

Jane’s Addiction singer Perry Farrell is
seeking medical treatment as he takes a mo-
ment “to reflect and to heal” after an on-
stage brawl with Dave Navarro.

Farrell’s wife, Etty Lau Farrell, said Sun-
day on Instagram that she
and her husband are tak-
ing steps to move forward
from the viral fight and
that Farrell, 65, has sched-
uled appointments with a
neurologist and an otola-
ryngologist. The latter
specializes in diseases and
conditions of the head and
neck, according to the
Mayo Clinic.

“If you know and love Perry well, you
know there’s no need for me to address the
other false narratives,” Lau Farrell contin-
ued. “Our souls know.”

Jane’s Addiction abruptly called off the
remainder of its reunion tour after an on-
stage fight between Farrell and Navarro
brought the “Jane Says” band’s Sept. 13
show in Boston to an unexpected close. Far-
rell appeared to shove Navarro, and a sub-
sequent fight was broken up by the stage
crew, who pulled the musicians apart, ac-
cording to video published by TMZ.

Despite tensions, Jane’s Addiction re-
leased its latest single, “True Love,” last
week.

Farrell

Other news

B Jazz saxophone player and composer
Benny Golson has died at age 95. Golson
worked over his seven-decade musical ca-
reer with Dizzy Gillespie, Lionel Hampton,
John Coltrane and other jazz luminaries.
He built much of his reputation not as a per-
former but as the composer of standards
such as “Killer Joe,” “Along Came Betty”
and “I Remember Clifford.” He appeared
as himself in the 2004 movie “The Termi-
nal.” In the movie, the main character
played by Tom Hanks needs Golson’s auto-
graph.

B Fans of Broadway, circle this date:
This season’s Tony Awards will take place
on June 8 at its familiar home of Radio City
Music Hall. Producers of the show an-
nounced the date and location Monday. For
the past few years, the telecast has bounced
around New York City.

B Comedian John Mulaney and actor
Olivia Munn now have a second child, a
daughter named Méi June Mulaney. Munn
said in an Instagram post Sunday that the
girl was born via a surrogate on Sept. 19.
Munn, 44, and Mulaney, 42, married in Ju-
ly. They also have a 2-year-old son named
Malcolm together.

W It’s a three-peat for “Beetlejuice Bee-
tlejuice.” Studio estimates Sunday showed
that the Tim Burton sequel topped the
North American box office charts for the
third straight weekend, with $26 million in
ticket sales. The Warner Bros. release has
earned more than $226 million domestical-
ly in total. This weekend it edged out the
animated new release “Transfomers One,”
which was second with $25 million. Third
place went to the James McAvoy horror
“Speak No Evil,” which came in at $5.9 mil-
lion in its second week for a total of $21.5
million.

From wire reports
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OPINION

As space czar, Harris never took flight

By GREG AUTRY
AND ROBERT S. WALKER
Special to The Washington Post

ice President Kamala Harris has

failed our nation in her role as

America’s space czar. Whether

you care about space exploration
or not, Harris’ record as chair of the National
Space Council offers a serious indictment of
her leadership capabilities.

On Dec.1,2021, President Joe Biden issued
an executive order directing the vice presi-
dent to chair a National Space Council com-
posed of Cabinet-level officials, backed by an
advisory committee of space industryleaders.
Biden’s order echoed one issued by Donald
Trump and public law going back to the Ken-
nedy administration. The legally defined re-
sponsibilities of the council are to “coordinate
theimplementation of space policy and strate-
gy” and to “synchronize the Nation’s civil,
commercial and national security space activ-
ities.” The vice presidentisexplicitly required
to “serve as the President’s principal advisor
on national space policy and strategy.”

These are electrifying times in space, and
Harris was handed an opportunity to shine.
The Trump administration, in which Greg
served, left her a robust U.S. space program
enjoying broad bipartisan support. NASA was
leading a coalition of nations returning to the
moon under the Artemis program. American
companies had captured the lion’s share of a
rapidly expanding global space market.
SpaceX was boldly returning Americans to
space on U.S.-built rockets. Boeing, Blue Ori-
gin and others were preparing to fly.

Yet Harris has been notably disengaged
from space. Under Trump, the Space Council
conducted eight substantive public meetings.
Harris scheduled only three, just fulfilling the
annual requirement. In the most recent meet-
ing, hastily convened just 10 days before the

end of 2023, Harris spoke for eight minutes
and walked out, handing off her responsibili-
ties as chair to her national security adviser,
Phil Gordon.

The Trump administration led the develop-
ment of six Space Policy Directives, address-
ing deep space exploration, space commerce
regulation, space traffic, cybersecurity and
nuclear power. It also established the United
States Space Force. The Biden-Harris White
House hasissued a single Space Policy Direc-
tive, on GPS improvements.

NASA’s return to the moon has slipped
years behind schedule. Administrator Bill
Nelson openly worries that China will beat us
there. Two American astronauts are stuck on
the International Space Station in an increas-
ingly humiliating saga. The space station is
scheduled to be de-orbited in 2030. Commer-
cial LEO Destinations, nongovernmental (low
Earth orbit) space stations that NASA is plan-
ning as replacements, will not be ready, leav-
ing researchers fearing a “LEO gap.” China’s
Tiangong station is expanding and attracting
international partners. Harris has neither
stepped innor commented onourtroubled hu-
man spaceflight program.

NASA'’s Science Mission Directorate has
been particularly hard hit by the lack of White
House attention. A newly parsimonious Con-
gress has throttled NASA’s budgets with con-
tinuing resolutions and flat top-line appro-
priations. To accommodate the expanding
cost of Artemis, science spending has been
trimmed, resulting in some very damaging
choices. NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory
laid off 8% of its workforce in February. The
agency’s biggest scientific mission, Mars
Sample Return, collapsed under budgetary
pressure, and the agency is soliciting ‘“new
ideas” from industry. In July, a nearly com-
plete lunar rover, VIPER, was canceled and
NASA announced it will fly a “mass simula-

tor” (a dead weight chunk of lead) to the moon
instead, as the lander and launch are already
booked. Two American robotic moon landers
failed this year.

Meanwhile, China is chalking up one lunar
triumph after another, including working rov-
ers and successful sample returns. Rather
than stepping in with a space science rescue
plan or even taking the opportunity to publicly
admonishthe Republican House of Represen-
tatives, our space czar has been nowhere to be
seen.

Harris appears to engage on space only
whenitoffersagood photoop.In2021,the VP’s
team auditioned a group of child actors to sit
for a cringey, scripted “chat” about space.
Evenwhen speakingtoadults, herlecturesfall
flat. Her speech at Vandenberg Space Force
Base, Calif., informing our USSF guardians
that “spaceisexciting,” was widely seen as pa-
tronizing. And she was silent as Vladimir Pu-
tin’s Russia prepared to orbit nuclear space
weapons designed to attack U.S. commercial
satellite constellations.

Homer Hickam, the esteemed author of
“Rocket Boys” who served on the National
Space Council’s Users’ Advisory Group dur-
ing both the Trump-Pence and Biden-Harris
White Houses, has noted that this team of
high-level experts wasnever engaged by Har-
ris and writes, “I didn’t think VP Harris cared
athing about space.”

We have heard the same story from con-
cerned industry leaders, senior Space Force
officers and former NASA leaders. As vice
president, Kamala Harris had very few legal-
ly defined jobs, and she failed at this one.

Greg Autry served as White House liaison to NASA in the Trump
administration and is the co-author of “Red Moon Rising: How
America Will Beat China on the Final Frontier.” Robert S.
Walker, the CEO of MoonWalker Associates, is a Republican
former congressman from Pennsylvania and served as chairman
of the House Science, Space and Technology Committee.

What if uncertainty and crisis

By CARLOS SANCHEZ
Los Angeles Times

hether the attempted insur-

rection, the pandemic, the two

assassination attempts on Do-

nald Trump, or something
else, there has been enough craziness since
2020 to warrant social panic. We frequently
utter phrases such as “We live in uncertain
times,” “We are going through a moment of
crisis” or “This is not normal.” But when are
wenotintimesofuncertainty, crisisorabnor-
mality?

We like to think that some secret formula
can help us deal with turbulent times. Some
call upon their faith to walk them through the
crises of modern life; others take up yoga,
medicate or meditate; some just give up in ei-
ther monastic resignation or cynical hope-
lessness. Many of us, however, quietly panic.

Wereactthis way because uncertainty and
insecurity seem to persist, even though
someone, at some point, convinced us that
precarious times were temporary. I blame
insurance commercials.

Whoever it was, we panic because we des-
perately want the uncertainty and crisis to
end.

Butit doesn’t. It can’t. The universe is built
on tumultuousness and violence. Galaxies
crash against one another, and black holes
swallow stars whole. Here on Earth, humans
find that as soon as one crisis is over, another
onerollsin.

Sowhat should we do? We can try harder to
find the certainty and normalcy that once felt
promised. Or we can stop trying to fix the cri-
sesand surrendertothechaos (“Letgoandlet
God!” as some in Alcoholics Anonymous
might say).

Another option is to change our mindset.
Tostart, we should stop thinking uncertainty,
crisis and insecurity are temporary.

I teach and write about Mexican philoso-
phy, and a key insight from this tradition is
that if anything is certain, it’s uncertainty;
thatinsecurity and crisis are “states of ourbe-
ing.” Mexican philosophers call this state
“accidentality” (accidentalidad), the notion
being that the surety we’re afterisjustanide-
al that has never been and never will be
achieved. In fact, for Mexican philosophers,
accidentality describes a way of life for peo-
ple who have never known anything but pain
and suffering — a condition they call “cata-
strophism” (catastrofismo).

In a way, catastrophism describes us all,
though some recognize it more clearly than
others. “Our normality is our crisis,” wrote
philosopher Emilio Uranga, highlighting the
notion that “normal” human experience
knows little about stability, security and per-
manence. Life is unscripted and random.
We'’ve often been told otherwise, but usually
in an attempt to control how we live or think.
Uranga tells us that we must be distrustful of
those narratives and exhibit a certain “un-
trustworthiness” (desconfianza) toward

are the norm?

those whoclaim “mastery overtheaccident.”

Political platforms often make such
claims: America will get back to normalcy if
we adopt the principles of Project 202S; ille-
galimmigration, excessive inflation and pan-
demics will go away if we elect Trump; the
culture warsover gay marriage,genderiden-
tity and the teaching of U.S. history will disap-
pear if we elect Kamala Harris. Voting for
one party ratherthan the other, they promise,
will makelife stable, set thingsrightand align
us with God’s will or natural selection in such
away that we will sufferless. Butboth conser-
vative and liberal dreams are really unreach-
ableidealsthatexistonlyinourimaginations.

Better to remember that Mexican philoso-
phershaveitright: Uncertainty and crisisare
our default. Times of surety and calm are the
rare moments when we need to stock up on
faith, philosophy, insight, wisdom and grace
sothat we can face the rest oflife without pan-
icking or jumping off political or existential
cliffs.

Let’s take alesson from these thinkers and
own our accidentality, and refrain from lying
to ourselves about certainties and cure-alls.
We will be OK, but probably not because
we’ve overcome crisis, uncertainty and inse-
curity themselves. It will have more to do
with getting used to them.

Carlos Sanchez is a professor of philosophy at San José State
University and the author of “Blooming in the Ruins: How
Mexican Philosophy Can Guide Us Toward the Good Life.”
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SCOREBOARD/AUTO RACING

COLLEGE FOOTBALL PRO SOCCER TENNIS PRO HOCKEY

Schedule

Thursday’s game
EAST

Army (3-0) at Temple (1-3)
Friday’s games
EAST

Washington (3-1) at Rutgers (3-0)
SOUTH
Virginia Tech (2-2) at Miami (4-0)
Saturday’s games
EAST

Vi/. Kentucky (3-1) at Boston College

Harvard (1-0) at Brown (1-0)
Bucknell (2-2) at Lehigh (3-1)

¥f on (2-1) at Marist (0-3)

alo (3-1) at Uconn (2-2)

Hon Cross (1-3) at Syracuse (2-1)
Columbia (1-0) at Georgetown (2-2)
Frostburg St. (0-0) at Mercyhurst (1-3)
Colgate (1-3) at Penn (0-1)
Dartmouth (1-0) at Merrimack (1-3)
Fordham (0-4) at Monmouth (NJ) (2-2)
Yale (1-0) at Cornell (0-1)
Howard (2-2) at Princeton (0-1)
Sacred Heart (2-2) at Delaware (3-0)
W. Michigan (1-2) at Marshall (1-2)
Maine (2-2) at Albany (NY) (1-2)
Morgan St. (2-2) at Ston?/ Brook (3-1)
LIU Brooklyn (0-4) at Villanova (3-1)
lllinois (4-0) at Penn St. (3-0)

SOUTH

NavP/ (3-0) at UAB (1-2)
N. lllinois (2-1) at NC State (2-2)
South Florida (2-2) at Tulane (2-2)
Kentucky (2-2) at Mississippi (4-0)
VaIParalso (2-2) at Morehead St. (2-2)
Ball St. (1-2) at James Madison (3-0)
Mercer (4-0) at Wofford (2-1)
ETSU (2-2) at The Citadel (2-2)
S. Utah (1-3) at Austin Peay (1-3)
Richmond (2-2) at Elon (1-3)

Delaware St. (1-3) at Campbell (1-3)
Robert Morris (2-2) at E. Kentucky (2-2)
(1Nc§rth Alabama (0-5) at West Georgia

Samford (1-2) at Furman (1-3)
Alabama St. (1-2) at Bethune-Cookman

0-4)

Norfolk St. (2-3) vs.NC Central (2-2) at In-
dianapolis
2Georgla Southern (2-2) at Georgia St.

Liberty (4-0) at Appalachjan St. (2-2)
Louisiana-Lafayette (2-1) at Wake For-
est (1-2)
Oklahoma (3-1) at Auburn (2-2)
Colorado (3-1) at UCF (3-0)
1Tennessee Tech (1-2) at Gardner-Webb

-3

UTSA (2-2) at East Carolina (2-2)

North Carolina (3- 1) at Duke (4-0)

Wagner (2-2) at FAU (1-3)

Hampton (3-1) at William & Mary (3-1)

NC A&T (1-3) at SC State (1-2)

Louisiana Tech (1-2) at FIU (1-3)

Alabama A&M (2-2) at Florida A&M (2-2)
StC(r12a£I)eston Southern (1-2) at Tennessee

UT Martin (1-3) at Kennesaw St. (0-3)

Davidson (2-1) at Presbyterlan (2-2)

Alcorn St. (1-3) at MVSU (0-4

Louisiana-Monroe (2-1) at Troy (1-3)

Grambling St. (3-1) vs. Prairie View (1-3)
at Dallas

Portland St. (0-3) at Chattanooga (0-3)

Stanford (2-1) at Clemson (2-1)
(3l\il;ddle Tennessee (1-3) at Memphis

Georgia (3-0) at Alabama (3-0)
South Alabama (2-2) at LSU (3-1)

MIDWEST

Maryland (3-1) at Indiana (4-0)
Oklahoma St. (3-1) at Kansas St. (3-1)

Nebraska (3-1) at Purdue (1-2)

Minnesota (2-2) at Michigan (3-1)

Va. Lynchburg (0-3) at Butler (3-0)

San Diego (2-1) at Drake (1-1)

Houston Christian (1-3) at Indiana St.

-2

Murray St. (1-2) at North Dakota (3-1)

S. lllinois (2-2) at South Dakota (2-1)
Youngstown St. (1-3) at Missouri St. (2-2)
Lindenwood (Mo.) (1-3) atE. lllinois (1-3)
N. Dakota St. (3-1) at lllinois St. (3-1)
Akron (1-3) at Ohio (2-2) L
(Zsza)n Diego St. (1-2) at Cent. Michigan
Louisville (3-0) at Notre Dame (3-1)
Umass (1-3) at Miami (Ohio) (0-3)

E. Michigan (3-1) at Kent St. (0-4)

TCU (2-2) at Kansas (1-3) . .
Northwestern St. (0-4) at SE Missouri

-1
OZId Dominion (0-3) at Bowling Green

Ohio St. (3-0) at Michigan St, (3-1)
McKendree (0-0) at W. Illinois (0-3)
SOUTHWEST

BYU (4-0) at Baylor (2-2)

Sam Houston St. (3-1) vs. Texas State
(2-1) at Houston

Texas A&M (3-1) vs. Arkansas (3-1) at Ar-
lington, Texas

Mississippi St. (1-3) at Texas (4-0)

Charlotte (1-3) at Rice (1-3)

Jackson St. (2-2) at Texas Southern (1-2)

SE Louisiana (1-3) at Tarleton St. (3-1)

Lamar (3-1) at Cent. Arkansas (3-1)

lowa St. (3-0) at Houston (1-3)

Tulsa (2-2) at North Texas (3-1)

Cincinnati (3-1) at Texas Tech (3-1)

Florida St. (1-3) at SMU (3-1)

FAR WEST

Cal Poly (1-2) at N. Colorado (0-4)
Fresno St. (3-1) at UNLV (3-

Wisconsin (2-1) at Southern Cal (2-1)
Sacramento St. (2-2) at N. Arizona (2-2)
Montana St. (4-0) at Idaho St. (2-2)

Air Force (1-2) at Wyoming (0-4)
Montana (3-1) at E. Washington (1-3)
New Mexico (0-4) at New Mexico St. (1-3)
McNeese St. (3-2) at Weber St. (2-2)
Abilene Christian (2-2) at Utah Tech (0-4)
Idaho (3-1) at UC Davis (3-1)
Washington St. (4-0) at Boise St. (2-1)
Arizona (2-1) at Utah (4-0)

Oregon (3-0) at UCLA (1-2)

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
Inter MiamiCF 19 4 7 64 68 44
Cincinnati 17 8 5 56 52 39
Columbus 16 5 8 56 58 31
New York 10 6 14 44 47 39
Orlando City 12 11 7 43 50 45
Charlotte FC 11 11 8 41 36 33
NYCFC 11 11 8 41 43 43
Toronto FC 11 17 3 36 38 55
Philadelphia 9 12 9 36 57 47
CF Montréal 8 12 10 34 41 61
Atlanta 8 13 9 33 40 44
Nashville 8 13 9 33 31 46
D.C. United 813 9 33 44 6l
Chicago 716 8 29 36 54
New England 8 17 4 28 32 60

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
LA Galaxy 17 7 7 58 63 46
Real SaltLake 14 7 9 51 60 45
Colorado 15 10 5 50 58 50
LAFC 14 8 7 49 52 40
Houston 13 8 9 48 43 33
Seattle 13 9 8 47 45 34
Vancouver 13 9 7 46 49 40
Portland 12 10 8 44 63 53
Minnesota 12 12 6 42 50 48
FC Dallas 10 13 7 37 49 49
Austin FC 9 13 8 35 32 42
Sporting KC 816 7 31 49 58
St Louis City 6 11 13 31 43 57
San Jose 522 3 18 37 69

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday’s games

Los Angeles FC at Cincinnati
Columbus at D.C. United
Charlotte FC at Miami

San Jose at CF Montréal
Nashville at New England
New York City FC at New York
Atlanta at Philadelphia

Real Salt Lake at Austin FC
Toronto FC at Chicago
Orlando City at FC Dallas
Colorado at Minnesota
Sporting Kansas City at St Louis City
Portland at Vancouver
Houston at Seattle

Wednesday, Oct. 2

CF Montréal at Atlanta
Chicago at Charlotte FC
Cincinnati at New York City FC
Philadelphia at Orlando City
New York at Toronto FC

Miami at Columbus

New England at Houston

D.C. United at Nashville

LA Galaxy at Colorado
Minnesota at Real Salt Lake
St Louis City at Los Angeles FC
Austin FC at Portland

FC Dallas at San Jose

Seattle at Vancouver

Saturday, Oct. 5

Minnesota at Vancouver
New York at Atlanta

CF Montréal at Charlotte FC
Orlando City at Cincinnati
Philadelphia at Columbus
D.C. United at New England
Miami at Toronto FC

Los Angeles FC at Sporting Kansas City
Houston at St Louis City
Seattle at Colorado

Austin FC at LA Galaxy

Real Salt Lake at San Jose

NWSL
w oL

Pts GF GA

51 37 12
44 42 24

Orlando 15
Washington 14

T

0 6

5 2
Gotham FC 13 4 4 43 26 16
Kansas City 12 3 6 42 46 28
North Carolina 10 9 2 32 28 23
Chicago 9 10 2 29 27 28
Portland 8 9 4 28 31 30
Louisville 6 8 7 25 30 29
Bay FC 812 1 25 25 33
Angel City 6 11 4 22 25 35
Seattle 511 5 20 23 35
San Diego 410 7 19 17 26
Houston 4 12 5 17 14 32
UtahRoyalsFC 4 14 3 15 14 34

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Monday’s game
Portland 2, Angel City 2, tie
Friday’s game
Washington at Angel City
Saturday’s games

Gotham FC at Kansas City
Louisville at Utah Royals FC
Houston at Orlando
Portland at San Diego

Sunday’s games

Bay FC at Seattle
North Carolina at Chicago

Chengdu Open

Monday
At Chengdu Center
Chengdu, China
Purse: $1,171,655
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Men’s Singles
Semifinals
Lorenzo Musetti (1), Italy, def. Alibek
Kachmazov, Russia, 6-4, 6-2.
Juncheng Shang, China, def. Yannick
Hanfmann, Germany, 6-4, 6-4.
Men’s Doubles
Semifinals
Yuki Bhambri, India, and Albano Olivetti
(3), France, def. Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and
Rafael Matos (2), Brazil, 6-3, 7-6 (9).

PRO BASKETBALL

WNBA playoffs

(x-if necessary)
First Round
(Best-of-three)
No. 1 New York 1, No. 8 Atlanta 0
New York 83, Atlanta 69
Tuesday: at New York
x-Thursday: at Atlan
No. 2 Minnesota 1, No 7 Phoenix 0
Minnesota 102, Phoenix 95
Wednesday: at Minnesota
x-Friday: at Phoenix
No. 3 Connecticut 1, No. 6 Indiana 0
Connecticut 93, Indiana 69
Wednesday: at Connecticut
x-Friday: at Indiana
No. 4 Las Vegas 1, No. 5 Seattle 0
Las Vegas 78, Seattle 67
Tuesday: at Las Vegas
x-Thursday: at Seattle

Monday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

BOSTON RED SOX — Placed RHP Kenley
Jansen on the 15-day IL. Recalled RHP
Chase Shugart from Worcester (IL).

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Claimed RHP
Ron Marinaccio off waivers from the New
York Yankees and optioned him to Bir-
mingham (SL).

SEATTLE MARINERS — Reinstated RHP
Gregory Santos from the 15-day IL. Op-
tioned LHP Jhonathan Diaz to spring train-
ing complex.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Reinstated 2B Ri-
chie Palacios from the 10-day IL. Optioned
1B Austin Shenton to FCL Rays.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Optioned 2B
Orelvis Martinez to the Florida Complex
League. }

National League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Sent 2B
Luis Guillorme outright to Reno (PCL).

CHICAGO CUBS — Recalled RHPs Gavin
Hollowell and Caleb Kilian from lowa (IL).
Placed RHP Jorge Lopez on the 15-day IL,
retroactive to Sept. 20. Optioned RHP Trey
Wingenter to the Arizona Complex
League. Claimed RHP Enoli Paredes off
waivers from Milwaukee.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
ATLANTA HAWKS — Waived F Joey

Hauser

R MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES — Waived G Derrick
ose.
TORONTO RAPTORS — Waived C Dylan
UTAH JAZZ — Waived F Keshawn Jus-

tice.
FOOTBALL
National Football League

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Elevated DT Do-
menique Davis from the practice squad to
the active roster.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Elevated TE
Josiah Deguara and CB Christian Braswell
Irom the practice squad to the active ros-

er.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Signed WR
Jalen Reagor to the practice squad.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed T Ja-
len McKenzie to the practice squad.

WASHINGTON COMMANDERS — Elevat-
ed CB Bobby Price and DR Andre Jones Jr.
from the practice squad to the active ros-

ter.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League

COLORADO AVALANCHE — Signed F Lo-
gan O’Connor to a six-year contract exten-
sio

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Signed F Hiro-
It<| G?]SIC to a three-year, entry-level con-

ract.

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Acquired G Yaros-
lav Askarov, C Nolan Burke and a 2025 3rd-
round draft pick from Nashville in ex-
change for G Magnus Chrona, C David Ed-
strom and a 2025 1st-round pick. Released
G Aaron Dell.

VEGAS KNIGHTS — Signed D Viliam
Kmectoathree-year, entry-level contract.

SOCCER

National Women’s Soccer League
WASHINGTON SPIRIT — Loaned D Wani-
ya Hudson to Dallas Trinity FC (USL Super
League).

AP SPORTLIGHT

Sept. 25

1920 — Molly Bjurstedt Mallory wins her
fifth title in six years with atwo-set victory
over Marion Zinderstein in the U.S. Lawn
Tennis Association championships.

1962 — Sonny Liston knocks out Floyd
Patterson at 2:06 of the first round at Co-
miskey Park in Chicago to win the world
heavyweight title.

NHL preseason
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Buffalo 2 20 0 4 13 4
Florida 2 20 0 4 9 4
Montreal 110 0 2 5 0
Ottawa 110 0 2 6 5
Toronto 100 1 1 5 6
Detroit 000 O O O0 O
Tampa Bay 000 O O O O
Boston 1 01 0o 0 2 3

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
N.Y.Islanders 1 1 0 0o 2 4 2
N.Y.Rangers 1 1 0 0o 2 3 2
Philadelphia 2 1 1 0 2 6 7
Carolina 000 O O O O
New Jersey 1 01 0 0 2 4
Pittsburgh 1 01 0o 0 3 7
Washington 1 01 0 0 2 6
Columbus 1 01 0 0 1 6

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Dallas 2 2 0 0 4 5 3
Utah 2 20 0 4 8 5
Minnesota 110 0 2 5 2
Winnipeg 2 01 1 1 4 8
Chicago 0 0 O 0 0 0 O
Colorado 1 01 o o0 2 3
St. Louis 2 0 2 0o 0 4 7
Nashville 2 0 2 0 0 4 9

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Calgary 3 30 0 6 18 5
Vegas 1 10 0 2 4 2
Edmonton 312 0 2 7 14
Los Angeles 1 00 1 1 2 3
Anaheim 0 0 0 0O 0 0 O
Vancouver 0 0 O 0O 0 0 o
San Jose 1 01 0o 0 2 4
Seattle 1 01 0 0 1 6

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Sunday’s games

Florida 3, Nashville 2
Philadelphia 6, Washington 2
Utah 5, St. Louis 3

N.Y. Rangers 3, Boston 2
Edmonton 3, Winnipeg 2, OT
Florida 6, Nashville 2
N.Y.Islanders 4, New Jersey 2
Ottawa 6, Toronto 5, OT
Vegas 4, San Jose 2

Calgary 6, Seattle 1

Monday’s games

Buffalo 6, Columbus 1
Montreal 5, Philadelphia 0
Calgary 6, Edmonton 1
Calgary 6, Edmonton 3
Dallas 3, Colorado 2

Utah 3, Los Angeles 2, OT

Tuesday’s games

Buffalo at Pittsburgh
Carolina at Tampa Bay

N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers
New Jersey at Montreal
Toronto at Ottawa
Washington at Boston
Anaheim at San Jose

Seattle at Vancouver

Wednesday’s games

Florida vs. Tampa Bay at Kia Center

St. Louis at Columbus

Washington at New Jersey

Detroit at Chicago

Edmonton at Winnipeg

Minnesota at Dallas

Calgary vs. Vancouver at Abbotsford
Centre

Los Angeles at Vegas

Thursday’s games

Boston at N.Y. Rangers

Buffalo at Ottawa

Montreal at Toronto

N.Y. Islanders at Philadelphia
San Jose at Anaheim

World rankings

Through Sept. 22
1. Scottie Scheffler 17.61
2. Xander Schauffele 11.10
3. Rory Mcllroy 8.78
4. Collin Morikawa 6.30
5. Ludvig Aberg 6.27
6. Wyndham Clark 5.51
7. Hideki Matsuyama 5.47
8. Viktor Hovland 5.35
9. Patrick Cantlay 4.64
10. Bryson DeChambeau 4,57
11. Sahith Theegala 4.24

IndyCar
finalizes
charter
system

By JENNA FRYER
Associated Press

IndyCar on Monday finalized a
charter system for 25 entrants that,
while it pales in comparison to the
contentious deal reached between
NASCAR and its teams over their
revenue-sharing model, does give
10 open wheel organizations some
guarantees.

The initial agreement runs
through the 2031 season and en-
sures the 25 chartered cars a start-
ing spot in all In-
dyCar races ex-
cept the Indiana-
polis 500. Teams
will still have to
qualify on speed
for the Indy S00’s
33-car field, and
that was one of
the biggest ele-
ments of negotiations as opinions
were divided among traditionalists
and those seeking greater value for
their teams.

Chartered entriesare alsotheon-
ly cars eligible for the Leaders Cir-
cle program, which is a monetary
bonus awarded by IndyCar to the
top 22 finishers at the end of each
season. That bonus money covers
significant portions of some teams’
annual budgets.

Charters were extended to team
owners based on full-time entries
over the previous two seasons and
capped at three per team. The cap
most affected Chip Ganassi Rac-
ing, which fielded five cars this
year.

But Ganassi has created an alli-
ance with Meyer Shank Racing and
Marcus Armstrong will move to
MSR after two seasons with Ganas-
si. Itisnot clear what will happen to
the fourth car at Ganassi, who also
fielded entries for six-time cham-
pion Scott Dixon, three-time cham-
pion Alex Palou, and rookies Linus
Lundqvist and Kyffin Simpson.

Lundqvist had indicated at last
week’s season finale that he would
be the odd man out with no plans for
2025.

Andretti Global, Arrow McLa-
ren, Ganassi, Rahal Letterman La-
nigan and Team Penske all re-
ceived three charters. AJ Foyt En-
terprises, Dale Coyne Racing, Ed
Carpenter Racing, Juncos Hollin-
ger Racing and MSR received two
charters each.

Prema Racing, which is entering
IndyCar next year with two cars,
did not receive any charters.

Ganassi
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SPORTS BRIEFS/COLLEGE

RicHARD VoGEL/AP

Attorney Ben Crump, right, congratulates former USC football player Reggie Bush on his returned Heisman
Trophy during a news conference at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum on April 25 in Los Angeles.

Bush sues, seeking compensation
from football career 2 decades ago

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Former
Southern California football star
Reggie Bush says he is suing his
school, the NCAA and the Pac-12
in a bid to recoup money made on
his name, image and likeness dur-
ing his career with the Trojans two
decades ago.

In a brief news release from
Bush’s attorneys Monday an-
nouncing the filing, the Heisman
Trophy-winning tailback’s repre-
sentatives claim he should be paid
“to address and rectify ongoing in-
justices stemming from the ex-
ploitation of Reggie Bush’s name,
image, and likeness during his
tenure as a USC football player.”
The release revealed no specifics
about the intended suit.

“This case is not just about seek-
ing justice for Reggie Bush,” at-
torney Evan Selik said in a state-
ment. “It’s about setting a prece-
dent for the fair treatment of all
college athletes. Our goal is to rec-
tify this injustice and pave the way
for a system where athletes are
rightfully recognized, compensat-
ed and treated fairly for their con-
tributions.”

Bush forfeited his Heisman in
2010 after USC was hit with mas-
sive sanctions partly related to his
dealings with two aspiring sports
marketers. The Heisman Trust
restored the honor earlier this
year and returned the trophy to
Bush, citing fundamental changes
in the structure of college athletics
over the past 14 years.

Chargers safety James

suspended for head hits

ELSEGUNDO, Calif.— Los An-
geles Chargers safety Derwin
James was suspended one game
without pay by the NFL on Mon-

day for repeated violations of
rules intended to protect players’
health and safety.

James has five unnecessary
roughness penalties in his last 18
games, the most in the league by a
defensive player. All five have in-
volved blows to the head of an op-
ponent with his shoulder or hel-
met.

Jon Runyan, the league’s vice
president of football operations,
cited the league’s ban on lowering
the head and initiating contact
with the helmet. Runyan pointed
to James’ targeting of Steelers
tight end Pat Freiermuth during
the third quarter of Sunday’s 20-10
loss at Pittsburgh as the last straw.

49ers RB McCaffrey will
see specialist in Germany

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — San
Francisco 49ers All-Pro running
back Christian McCaffrey went to
Germany to consult with a special-
ist about his Achilles tendinitis.

Coach Kyle Shanahan -con-
firmed that McCaffrey made the
trip in hopes of resolving an issue
that has bothered him since early
in training camp and has forced
him onto injured reserve to start
the season.

McCaffrey missed four weeks
of practice before returning on a
limited basis before the season
opener Sept. 9 against the Jets. He
went on injured reserve on Sept.
14, two days after experiencing
pain in the Achilles tendon follow-
ing a practice. He is eligible to re-
turn for a Week 6 game at Seattle
but there is no indication that he is
close to being able to play.

Freshman Hawkins taking
over at QB for Oklahoma
NORMAN, Okla. — Oklahoma

coach Brent Venables has named
true freshman Michael Hawkins
Jr. the Sooners’ new starting quar-
terback over Jackson Arnold for
Saturday’s game at Auburn.

Arnold turned the ball over
three times in the first half of a 25-
15 loss to Tennessee on Saturday
night. The former five-star recruit
completed 7 of 16 passes for 54
yards with an interception, and
had five carries for minus-21
yards with two lost fumbles before
being replaced. His mistakes
were the key reason Tennessee
led 19-3 at halftime.

Hawkins sparked the Soonersin
the second half, leading Venables
to declare the position open. He
completed 11 of 18 passes for 132
yards and a touchdown, and ran
for 22 yards as Oklahoma out-
scored the Volunteers 12-6 in the
second half.

Blackmon to retire after
14 seasons with Rockies

DENVER — Four-time All-Star
Charlie Blackmon will retire at
the end of the season after spend-
ing his entire major-league career
with the Colorado Rockies.

The outfielder known for his
bushy beard announced his deci-
sion Monday. The Rockies will
celebrate Blackmon throughout
their final homestand this week
and hold a tribute for him before
the season finale Sunday against
the Los Angeles Dodgers.

Blackmon spent 14 seasons with
the team and is the franchise’s all-
time leader in triples (67). He’s al-
so second in games played (1,618),
runs scored (991), hits (1,797),
doubles (333), extra-base hits
(626) and total bases (2,942). He
won an NL batting title in 2017
with a .331 average.

Sources:

Pac-12

adding Utah State

League also looking at Gonzaga for 2026

By RaLprH D. Russo
Associated Press

The Pac-12 is adding Utah State
as its seventh member and is in
discussions with basketball po-
werhouse Gonzaga to join the re-
building conference in 2026, mul-
tiple people with knowledge of the
situation told The Associated
Press on Monday.

In a whirlwind day of maneu-
vering by three leagues, Utah
State and UNLV of the Mountain
West became prime targets for the
Pac-12 after a group of American
Athletic Conference schools de-
cided to stay put, following a pitch
to join the rebuilding Conference
of Champions.

Utah State, based in Logan, ac-
cepted the Pac-12’s invitation, ac-
cording to two people, but UNLV’s
decision was uncertain Monday
night as Mountain West Commis-
sioner Gloria Nevarez worked to
keep the conference’s remaining
schools together.

The Mountain West received
commitments from Air Force and
San Jose State earlier in the day,
according to two other people with
knowledge of that conference’s
situation, but it was unclear if any-
thing was binding if the rest of the
remaining members were not on
board. Air Force had been draw-
ing interest from the AAC to join
Army and Navy in that confe-
rence.

The other Mountain West
schools include New Mexico,
Wyoming, Nevada and Hawaii for
football only.

The people all spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because both
Pac-12’s and Mountain West’s
strategy and internal discussions
were not being made public.

The Pac-12’s latest expansion
addition, which was not immedi-
ately confirmed by the league,
came hours after four American
Athletic Conference schools an-
nounced they remained commit-
ted to the AAC.

Memphis, Tulane, South Flor-
ida and UTSA released a state-
ment that made no mention of the
Pac-12, but several people with
knowledge of those talks told AP
the conference had targeted those
schools as potential members.

“While we acknowledge receiv-
ing interestin our institutions from
other conferences, we firmly be-
lieve that it is in our individual and
collective best interests to uphold
our commitment to each other,”
the schools said. “Together, we
will continue to modernize the
conference, elevate the student-
athlete experience, achieve cham-
pionship-winning successes and
build the future.”

The Pac-12 needed at least two

more members in all sports to
reach the eight required to be a
recognized conference with ac-
cess to NCAA championships and
the College Football Playoff in
2026.

With Utah State on board, that’s
down to one, and the conference is
exploring options beyond UNLV.

Zags

Adding Gonzaga would give the
Pac-12 one of the best men’s bas-
ketball programs in the country.
The Bulldogs have thrived in the
West Coast Conference, reaching
the NCAA Tournament every year
it has been played since 1998, with
two Final Four appearances and
eight seasons of at least 30 victo-
ries. Gonzaga does not have a foot-
ball program.

The school has in the past talked
to the Big East about conference
affiliation, and the Big 12 has dis-
cussed potentially adding Gonza-
gatoits strong men’s basketball li-
neup, as it did with UConn earlier
this year.

The Zags have also become a
perennial tournament team in
women’s basketball.

Adding Gonzaga would leave
the Pac-12 in need of another foot-
ball-playing member for CFP pur-
poses.

Money matters

One person with knowledge of
the discussions between the
Pac-12 and AAC schools said the
conference’s pitch included a pro-
jected $12 million to $15 million
annual media-rights distribution
to each school. The schools were
also presented with options to join
solely in football and basketball to
alleviate travel costs associated
with other sports programs mak-
ing long trips.

All the Pac-12 schools are in the
Mountain and Pacific time zones.
The Pac-12 was targeting new
members in the Central time zone
as a way to increase value for pos-
sible television partners.

Leaving the AAC would have
been costly for the schools. The
conference’s bylaws require a 27-
month notification for departing
schools and a $10 million exit fee.

The Pac-12 and its four newest
members are already on the hook
for about $110 million in exit fees
and penalties to the Mountain
West, a potential windfall for that
conference to share with schools
that choose to stay or join.

Pac-12 Commissioner Teresa
Gould has declined to detail how
that cost will be shared by the in-
coming schools and conference,
which is sitting on about $250 mil-
lion in revenue the previous iter-
ation of the league was in line to
receive this year and next.
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NFL

Daniels dazzles

to beat

By MitcH STACY
Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Jayden Da-
niels stood in the pocket against an
all-out blitz, took a hit from Ben-
gals safety Geno Stone and
launched a perfect ball toward
Terry McLaurin in the corner of
the end zone. McLaurin hauled it
in and kept both feet in bounds
while being tackled.

In his third NFL game and first
in prime time, Daniels couldn’t
miss.

The No. 2 overall draft pick
threw for two touchdowns and ran
for a score in a remarkably effi-
cient performance, and the Com-
manders stunned Joe Burrow and
the Cincinnati Bengals 38-33 on
Monday night.

“He’s a real cool customer, and
he’s got a real poise about him,”
Washington coach Dan Quinn said
of his quarterback.

Daniels finished 21-for-23 for
254 yards, setting an NFL rookie
record for completion percentage
at 91.3%. The Commanders (2-1)
scored on every possession except
for kneel-downs at the end of each
half and have not punted or turned
the ball over in their last two
games.

“That’s crazy,” Daniels said of
the record. He said he couldn’t re-

Bengals

member being that efficient in his
passing at any level.

Neither Washington nor Cincin-
nati punted or had a turnover, the
first time that’s happened in a
game in the Super Bowl era.

Burrow threw for a season-best
324 yards and three scores, but the
Bengals (0-3) simply couldn’tkeep
up. Cincinnati is off to its worst
start since dropping its first 11
games on the way to a 2-14 finish in
2019.

Daniels’ first career touchdown
pass was a 1-yard toss to eligible
tackle Trent Scott to start the sec-
ond half, the second straight game
in which the Bengals gave up a TD
to alineman.

“They were all discombobulat-
ed on defense,” Daniels said. “We
got a sneaky one.”

The Commanders were clinging
to a 31-26 lead when Daniels con-
nected with McLaurin from 27
yards out with 2:10 remaining for
the game-sealing score.

“Iputinthe work,” said Daniels,
last year’s Heisman Trophy win-
ner at LSU. “What’s done in the
dark will always come to light. I
just know that I prepare for these
moments week in and week out. I
just have to go out there and play
football and execute.”

In the first half, Washington got

WASHINGTON

EmiLee CHINN/AP

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels celebrates
throwing a touchdown pass against the Cincinnati Bengals on Monday.

rushing touchdowns from Brian
Robinson Jr., Austin Ekeler and
Daniels.

McLaurin had four receptions
for 100 yards.

The Bengals couldn’t reach the
end zone on three first-half drives,
with Evan McPherson kicking two
field goals and missing another.

Meanwhile, Washington didn’t
have a drive that fell short of the
end zone until early in the fourth
quarter, when Austin Seibert
kicked a42-yard field goal to make
it 31-20.

Cincinnati got within five points
on Burrow’s second TD pass to Ja-
"Marr Chase, but the 2-point con-
version failed.

Daniels then led a drive that ate

up 7'2 minutes and ended with the
toss to McLaurin, which had a
completion probability of 10.3%,
according to the NFL’s Next Gen
Stats.

Cincinnati scored on a 1-yard
run by Zack Moss to cut the deficit
to 38-33 with 40 seconds left, but
McPherson’s onside kick was un-
successful.

Chase had six receptions for 118
yards and two TDs for the Bengals.

“I knew that would be a difficult
football team,” Bengals coach Zac
Taylor said. “They scored on ev-
ery possession last week, and they
scored on every possession this
week. It was a dangerous team.
They were ready for us. They dic-
tated the flow of the game.”

Allen throws 4 TD passes as Bills rout Jags

By JouN WAwROW
Associated Press

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — Any concerns
Josh Allen had about how the Bills would per-
form following a 10-day break were eased dur-
ing a 10-play opening drive that ended with
James Cook scoring on a 6-yard touchdown
run.

Buffalo kept on scoring. Allen threw four
touchdown passes and the Bills scored TDs on
each of their five first-half drives in a 47-10 win
over a misfiring Trevor Lawrence and the un-
raveling Jacksonville Jaguars on Monday
night.

“It feels good, Il tell you that,” said Allen,
whose 11 games with four TD passes set a team
record, surpassing Hall of Famer Jim Kelly.

“I think this could have easily been a game
where we had 10 days off and let up on the gas.
But didn’t sense that from our guys. A lot of ur-
gency throughout the week,” he said of a team
that hadn’t played since a 31-10 rout of Miami
on Sept. 12. “We didn’t win it today. We won it
in the last 10 days.”

Allen went 22-for-28 for 247 yards in the first
30 minutes alone, with completions to nine re-
ceivers. He only attempted two passes after
halftime, finishing 23-for-30 for 263 yards be-
fore Mitchell Trubisky relieved him.

And he spread the wealth, completing touch-
down passes to Dalton Kincaid, Keon Cole-
man, Khalil Shakir and Ty Johnson.

“Freak of nature, all those things,” Shakir
said of Allen, whose 230 touchdowns (passing,

AbRIAN KRAUS/AP

Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen threw four
touchdown passes in the first half of a 47-10
victory Monday over the Jacksonville Jaguars.

rushing and receiving) are one short of match-
ing Patrick Mahomes for most by a player in
his first seven NFL seasons.

Buffalo’s defense limited Jacksonville to 70
yards, five first downs and a field goal in five
first-half possessions. The game was essential-
ly over when Allen completed a 16-yard TD
pass to Johnson 19 seconds before halftime.

Safety Damar Hamlin contributed to the
rout with his first career interception. He eas-
ily picked off Lawrence’s overthrown pass in-
tended for rookie Brian Thomas Jr. Five plays
later, Allen completed a 27-yard TD pass to

Shakir, who caught the ball at the 22 and broke
two tackles running up the right sideline.

Hamlin’s interception came about 21 months
after he went into cardiac arrest and had to be
resuscitated on the field in a Monday night
game at Cincinnati.

“We all know my last game and how that
game went,” said Hamlin, a starter after
spending last season as a backup. “So to be able
to come all the way back from that, and have a
special moment, it’s all God.”

The four-time defending AFC East cham-
pions are off to their first 3-0 start since 2020
and third since coach Sean McDermott took
over in 2017. They have topped 30 points in
each game.

The Jaguars are in free fall. They last opened
0-3in 2021 under coach Urban Meyer, who was
fired before the end of the season.

And if things couldn’t go any worse for the
Jaguars, mechanical issues led to their flight
being delayed out of Buffalo, the team an-
nounced.

Jacksonville’s latest defeat comes a week af-
ter Lawrence expressed his frustrations by
saying “We suck right now” following an 18-13
loss to Cleveland.

On Monday, it was coach Doug Pederson’s
turn to question his team.

“It’s really shocking. Very disappointed.
You hate to say it, but the reality is we’re not
very good right now,” Pederson said. “I need
everybody to coach and play better. Let’s leave
it at that.”

American Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 3 0 01.000 112 48
N.Y. Jets 2 1 0 .667 67 52
Miami 1 2 0 333 33 72
New England 1 2 0 .333 39 57
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Houston 2 1 0 .667 55 74
Indianapolis 1 2 0 .333 58 61
Jacksonville 0 3 0 .000 40 85
Tennessee 0 3 0 .000 48 78
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 3 0 01.000 51 26
Baltimore 1 2 0 333 71 78
Cleveland 1 2 0 333 50 67
Cincinnati 0O 3 0 .000 68 80
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 3 0 01.000 75 62
L.A. Chargers 2 1 0 .667 58 33
Denver 1 2 0 .333 52 46
Las Vegas 1 2 0 .333 58 81
National Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 2 1 0 .667 70 63
Washington 2 1 0 .667 79 88
Dallas 1 2 0 333 77 89
N.Y. Giants 1 2 0 333 45 64
South
W L T Pct PF PA
New Orleans 2 1 0 .667 103 44
Tampa Bay 2 1 0 .667 64 62
Atlanta 1 2 0 .333 49 61
Carolina 1 2 0 .333 49 95
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 3 0 01000 85 30
Detroit 2 1 0 .667 62 53
Green Bay 2 1 0 .667 75 58
Chicago 1 2 0 333 53 57
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Seattle 3 0 01.000 73 43
Arizona 1 2 0 333 82 64
L.A. Rams 1 2 0 .333 57 91

SanFrancisco 1 2 0 .333 73 69
Thursday’s game
N.Y. Jets 24, New England 3
Sunday’s games

Denver 26, Tampa Bay 7

Green Bay 30, Tennessee 14

Indianapolis 21, Chicago 16

Minnesota 34, Houston 7

N.Y. Giants 21, Cleveland 15

Philadelphia 15, New Orleans 12

Pittsburgh 20, L.A. Chargers 10

Carolina 36, Las Vegas 22

Seattle 24, Miami 3

Baltimore 28, Dallas 25

Detroit 20, Arizona 13

L.A. Rams 27, San Francisco 24

Kansas City 22, Atlanta 17
Monday’s games

Buffalo 47, Jacksonville 10
Washington 38, Cincinnati 33

Thursday, Sept. 26
Dallas at N.Y. Giants
Sunday, Sept. 29

Cincinnati at Carolina
Denver at N.Y. Jets
Jacksonville at Houston
L.A. Rams at Chicago
Minnesota at Green Bay
New Orleans at Atlanta
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay
Pittsburgh at Indianapolis
New England at San Francisco
Washington at Arizona
Cleveland at Las Vegas
Kansas City at L.A. Chargers
Buffalo at Baltimore
Monday, Sept. 30

Tennessee at Miami
Seattle at Detroit

Thursday, Oct. 3
Tampa Bay at Atlanta
Sunday, Oct. 6

N.Y. Jets at Minnesota
Baltimore at Cincinnati
Buffalo at Houston
Carolina at Chicago
Cleveland at Washington
Indianapolis at Jacksonville
Miami at New England
Arizona at San Francisco
Las Vegas at Denver
Green Bay at L.A. Rams
N.Y. Giants at Seattle
Dallas at Pittsburgh
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

BRYNN ANDERSON/AP

Georgia head coach Kirby Smart, left, spent more than a decade on the staff of former Alabama head
coach Nick Saban before leaving after the 2015 season to lead the Bulldogs, his alma mater.

Mentor-turned-rival Saban
no longer issue for Smart

By PauL NEWBERRY
Associated Press

ATHENS, Ga.—Kirby Smartno
longer has to worry about his men-
tor-turned-nemesis in Tuscaloosa.
Somewhere, deep in his gut, the
Georgia coach might be a bit re-
lieved that Nick Saban is now
wearing a mic at the broadcast ta-
ble rather than a headset on the si-
deline.

Just don’t expect Smart to come
right out and say it.

Deflecting several versions of
the same question — essentially,
what’s it going to be like to face an
Alabama team that’s not coached
by Saban? — Smart kept the focus
squarely on the two powerhouse
programs that will meet Saturday
night on Saban Field at Bryant-
Denny Stadium.

“No, I don’t expect it to be
strange,” Smart said Monday.
“That’s just the normal course of
progression.”

Still, there’s no getting around
the major issue hanging over a ri-
valry that largely has charted the
course of the Southeastern Confe-
rence for nearly a decade.

Saban is not a part of it anymore
— other than his duties as an ana-
lyst for ESPN’s “College Game-
Day”, which will be on hand in
Tuscaloosa as the No. 2 Bulldogs
(3-0,1-0 SEC) face the No. 4 Crim-
son Tide (3-0, 0-0).

Smart said he’s glad Saban —
who retired in January after win-
ning a record seven national titles,
six of them in charge of the Alaba-
ma program — seems to be cher-

ishing life after coaching.

“I'm thrilled that he gets an op-
portunity to do what he wants to do
and be with who he wants to be
with within his family and enjoy
that,” Smart said. “I’m really hap-
py he’s still part of college football
because he makes college football
better.”

These two coaches — one now
retired, the other in the prime of
his career —will be linked forever.

Smart was on Saban’s staff for
more than adecade, soaking up ev-
ery bit of wisdom he could glean
from perhaps the greatest coachin
college football history.

After the 2015 season, Smart de-
parted Tuscaloosa to take over the
good-but-not-quite-great program
at his alma mater, quickly pushing
the Bulldogs to that next level.

You know, the spot at the top of
the conference held by Saban’s
Crimson Tide.

Georgia captured the SEC
crown in Smart’s second season,
only to be defeated in the national
title game by Alabama in an over-
time thriller.

Saban beat his former assistant
three more times — twice with the
league championship on the line,
another time in aregular season —
before Smart finally broke
through with a 33-18 victory in the
national championship game at
the end of the 2021 season.

That was the first of two straight
national titles for Smart’s Bull-
dogs, moving them to the pinnacle
of college football’s hierarchy, but
it was Saban who delivered the fi-

nal salvo to his former pupil.

After Georgia breezed through
the 2023 regular season at12-0 and
seemed poised for an unpreceden-
ted third straight title in the poll
era, Alabama pulled offa 27-24 up-
setin the SEC championship game
—aresult that knocked the Dawgs
out of the four-team playoff.

It was a loss that still stings be-
tween the hedges.

“We definitely have a chip on
our shoulder,” receiver Arian
Smith conceded.

Smart has certainly carved his
own dynastic path at Georgia, but
he never quite escaped Saban’s
shadow. Hisrecord against his for-
mer boss was 1-5. The Bulldogs
have only two losses in their last S1
games — both of them coming to
Alabama.

For sure, Saban’s presence still
looms over this rivalry. There may
be a different guy on the Alabama
sideline Saturday night, but many
of those taking the field will have
ties to the previous coach.

“Well, he recruited alot of them,
and they’re good players,” Smart
said of Saban, before catching
himself and quickly shifting the fo-
cus to the game at hand and not
who will —or won’t —be coaching
init.

“Any time you go against a
really good team that’s a power-
house in college football, it’s a
challenge,” Smart said, firmly
back onmessage. “Ireallylook atit
like this is a hell of an opportunity
for our kids, our program, on a na-
tional stage.”

QB Ewers practices

& but questionable for

Texas’ SEC opener

By Jim VERTUNO
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas quar-
terback Quinn Ewers practiced
Monday but remains questionable
to play with an abdomen strain
when the No. 1 Longhorns face
Mississippi State in their South-
eastern Conference opener, coach
Steve Sarkisian said.

Ewers sat out last weekend’s
S51-3 win over Louisiana-Monroe,
and Arch Manning threw two
touchdowns and two interceptions
in earning his first career victory
as a starter.

And if Ewers can’t play Satur-
day against Mississippi State (1-3,
0-1), it will be Manning leading the
Longhorns (4-0) into the pro-
gram’s first game in the SEC.

Ewers was injured in the first
half of Texas’ win over UTSA. He
at first laid on the field, then
walked slowly to the sideline med-
ical tent before leaving the field.
He was on the sideline with the
Longhorns on Saturday but was
not in uniform.

The injury came on a long pass
and was not caused by contact,
Sarkisian has said.

“He (Ewers) has got to do
enough to show me he can play.
Can he execute the game plan?”
Sarkisian said. “I want to make
sure he’s healthy enough to play at
a high level.”

Ewers “keeps getting incre-
mentally better,” Sarkisian said.

Sarkisian said he trusts Ewers
to be honest with him about any
pain he feels when deciding
whether to play this week or con-
tinue to rest.

“The beauty of it for Quinn and I
isour time together (and) him hav-
ing to come back from injuries

P

k’ -

previously,” Sarkisian said.

Ewers has missed two games
each of the previous two seasons
with sternum and shoulder inju-
ries. After playing Mississippi
State, Texas will have a week off
before facing rival Oklahoma in
the annual matchup in Dallas.

Ewers may be anxious to get
back on the field. He opted to re-
turn to Texas this season instead of
entering the NFL draft last spring,
and has garnered early-season at-
tention as a Heisman Trophy con-
tender after Texas dominated
Michigan in Week 2.

“Him being honest with me, isin
his best interest, in our best inter-
est,” Sarkisian said. “T’ll do every-
thing in my power to put him in the
best position to be successful if he
plays. And if he doesn’t, what does
that look like moving forward?”

Manning, a second-year fresh-
man, has shown he is more than
capable of leading Texas if Ewers
remains out another week. He
dazzled with five touchdown pas-
ses and a 67-yard touchdown run
against UTSA.

Manning’s game against Loui-
siana-Monroe was an uneven fol-
low-up with two interceptions and
some missed throws in a night
with a 52% completion rate. Sever-
al other passes were thrown into
tight coverage.

After the game, Manning rated
his first career start as a “C-plus.”

Sarkisian has noted that when
Ewersis healthy enough to return,
he remains the starter.

“Arch believes in his ability and
he’s going to take his (deep) shots.
And we’ve reaped the benefits of
it,” Sarkisian said. “But he’ll learn
some of those explosive plays are
checkdowns.”

ERic GAY/AP

Texas quarterback Quinn Ewers stands on the sideline in street clothes
after he was hurt in a game against UTSA in Austin, Texas, on Sept. 14.



Pace 22

S 3RRER S RE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Wednesday, September 25, 2024

MLB

Phils win 1st NL East title since 201

By DAN GELSTON
Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Trea Tur-
ner shouted for his booze-soaked
Phillies teammates to clear a path
— the clouds of smoke formed
from puffs of his celebratory cigar
certainly opened a hole — as he
rode into the clubhouse on a plat-
form truck also stacked with cases
of beer.

Hoodie up, googles on, Turner
jumped and splashed into the swill
of beer and bubbly that sopped the
clubhouse floor, the All-Star short-
stop ready to crash the bash that
had circled him.

The Phillies are used to the par-
ty, though this one came with a
twist — for the first time in 13
years, they are headed to the post-
season as NL East champs.

Kyle Schwarber and J.T. Real-
muto went deep. Phillies fans went
wild. And pitcher Aaron Nola pro-
vided a taste of just how great it
would feel for the entire franchise
if Philly went all the way.

The Phillies won the NL East for
the first time since 2011, clinching
the division title with a 6-2 victory
over the Chicago Cubs on Monday
night.

“That was our main goal in
spring training, to win the division
and get that first-round bye,” slug-
ger Bryce Harper said. “Do all the
things we can to kind of set us up
for the postseason. The division
was the first thing.”

The Phillies had rolled tarp
pinned above clubhouse locker
stalls before the game, a familiar
protective sight for the bottle-pop-
ping ahead for a team that’s made
the playoffs each of the past three
seasons under manager Rob
Thomson.

They went wild moments after
Carlos Estévez retired Michael

MaTT SLocum/AP

The Phillies, including Bryce Harper, center, celebrate after beating the Chicago Cubs to clinch the NL
East on Monday in Philadelphia. The division title is the Phillies’ first in 13 years.

Buschon afly ball toend the game.
Phillies players swarmed each
other in excitement on the infield.
The Phillie Phanatic stormed the
celebration waving a 2024 flag as
fans stood and filmed it all.

“We know there’s a really big
picture ahead of us,” Schwarber
said before the game. “Winning
the division is a big thing. If we go
out there and do our thing tonight,
it’s going to be well deserved. It’s
not an easy division to win. It’s
never been an easy division to win.
It definitely will be a cool thing.”

Oh, it was cool in Philly for an
announced sellout crowd of
42 386, with temperatures in the
60s — a sneak peek of October
weather.

That suits this squad just fine.

With a postseason berth already
clinched last week, Schwarber,
Harper, Turner & Co. earned the
franchise’s 12th division cham-
pionship — and have their sights
set on the top seed in the National
League playoffs.

The Phillies (93-64) hold the No.
2 spot just behind the Los Angeles
Dodgers (93-63) and would earn a
first-round bye should the stand-
ings hold.

“The biggest things for me,
really, are winning the division
and getting the bye,” Thomson
said. “If we get home field
throughout, that’s a bonus. But I
won’t put our players in danger to
get there.”

It seemed fitting the 31-year-old
Nola was on the mound for the

clincher. He was a first-round
draft pick by the Phillies in 2014,
debuted the next year and has
been with them his entire career.
He’s been one of baseball’s most
dependable pitchers — a valuable
commodity with the modern
stress on big league bullpens.

Nola only briefly tested the free-
agent market last offseason before
signing a $172 million, seven-year
deal to stick with the Phillies.

His reward — another postsea-
son opportunity to bring home a
World Series title now 16 years in
the making.

“I think that says a lot about our
club. We stayed hungry after the
losses in the World Series and the
CS last year,” Nola said. “We hope
we can keep that going.”

D-backs lose more ground in playoft race

Associated Press

PHOENIX — Matt Chapman hit
an inside-the-park homer, Casey
Schmitt and Michael Conforto
both added solo shots and the San
Francisco Giants continued tobe a
problem for teams with postsea-
son aspirations, beating Arizona
6-3 on Monday night.

The Diamondbacks (87-70) lost
more ground in the National
League playoff race as they try to
claim one of three wild cards.
They’re in sole possession of the fi-
nal wild card, 12 games ahead of
the Atlanta Braves (85-71). The
San Diego Padres (90-66) and New
York Mets (87-69) are in the first
two spots.

The Mets and Braves play each
other in a crucial three-game se-
riesthatbegan Tuesday in Atlanta.

“I don’t think there’s any press-

ing,” D-backs center fielder Jake
McCarthy said. “We’ve had our
foot on the gas pedal the whole sea-
son, so just chalk it up to baseball.
We’re going to bounce back tomor-
row.”

San Francisco is out of the
playoff race, but has played ex-
tremely well the past week against
teams that are in contention. The
Giants have a 6-1 record against
the Baltimore Orioles, Kansas City
Royals and Diamondbacks.

It was another frustrating loss
for Arizona, which coughed up an
8-0 lead on Sunday and fell to the
Milwaukee Brewers 10-9.

“Today, we got beat,” D-backs
manager Torey Lovullo said.
“Their pitcher was making quality
pitches, we weren’t able to gener-
ate the offense we normally have
and we got beat.”

Mariners 6, Astros 1: Bryce
Miller threw seven shutout in-
nings and Julio Rodriguez had
three hits and two RBIs to help vis-
iting Seattle to a win over Houston
that prevented it from clinching
the AL West title.

The Astrosentered needing only
a victory over the second-place
Mariners to secure their fourth
straight division crown.

Instead, they struggled against
Miller (12-8), managing just two
singles while playing without in-
jured slugger Yordan Alvarez.

Seattle has won four of five to
move within 172 games of the final
American League wild-card spot
in a crowded race that also in-
cludes Detroit, Kansas City and
Minnesota.

Red Sox 4, Blue Jays 1: Tanner
Houck pitched five strong innings,

Wilyer Abreu reached base three
times and Boston extended its win-
ning streak to three games with a
victory over Toronto.

The Red Sox opened their final
road trip—athree-game setin To-
ronto — by improving to 4-0 in
Canada this season.

Abreu walked and scored on
Vaughn Grissom’s sacrifice fly in
the second, hitan RBIdoubleinthe
third, and singled in the fifth, join-
ing Jarren Duran as the only Bos-
ton players with multiple hits.

Houck (9-10) carried a perfect
game into the fifth inning before
walking Addison Barger with two
outs. Ernie Clement followed with
a single, but the 28-year-old right-
hander got Jonatan Clase to fly out.
Houck threw just S7 pitches, 36
strikes, in his first winning start
since July 11 against Oakland.

Scoreboard

American League
East Division
W L Pct GB

z-New York 92 64 .590 —
Baltimore 8 70 .551 6
Boston 79 78 503 13%
Tampa Bay 78 78 .500 14
Toronto 73 84 465 19%

Central Division

x-Cleveland 90 67 .573 -
Detroit 82 74 526 7%
Kansas City 82 74 526 T2
Minnesota 81 75 .519 8%
Chicago 36 120 .231 53%2

West Division
w L Pct GB

Houston 85 72 .541 —
Seattle 81 76 .516 4
Texas 74 82 474 10%
Oakland 67 89 .429 17%
Los Angeles 63 93 .404 21

National League
East Division
W L Pct GB

X-Philadelphia 93 64 .592 -
New York 87 69 .558 5%
Atlanta 85 71 .545 T2
Washington 69 87 .442 23%
Miami 57 99 .365 35%

Central Division
w L Pct GB

x-Milwaukee 89 67 .571 —
Chicago 80 77 510 9%
St. Louis 79 77 .506 10
Cincinnati 76 81 .484 13%
Pittsburgh 73 83 .468 16

West Division
w L Pct GB

z-Los Angeles 93 63 .596 -
San Diego 90 66 .577 3
Arizona 87 70 .554 6%
San Francisco 78 79 497 15%
Colorado 60 96 .385 33

x-clinched division
z-clinched playoff berth

Monday’s games

Philadelphia 6, Chicago Cubs 2
San Francisco 6, Arizona 3
Seattle 6, Houston 1

Boston 4, Toronto 1

Tuesday’s games

Tampa Bay at Detroit
Chicago Cubs at Philadelphia
Milwaukee at Pittsburgh
Cincinnati at Cleveland
Kansas City at Washington
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees
Boston at Toronto

N.Y. Mets at Atlanta

L.A. Angels at Chicago White Sox
Miami at Minnesota

Seattle at Houston

St. Louis at Colorado

Texas at Oakland

San Francisco at Arizona

San Diego at L.A. Dodgers

Wednesday’s games

S)eattle(Kirby 13-11) at Houston (Kikuchi
9-9

Chicago Cubs (Assad 7-5) at Philadel-
phia (Sanchez 11-9)

Cincinnati (Aguiar 2-1) at Cleveland
(Cantillo 2-3) .

Tampa Bay (Littell 8-9) at Detroit (Mon-
tero 6-6)

Milwaukee (Peralta 11-8) at Pittsburgh
(Ortiz 6-6)

8Kansas City (TBD) at Washington (Herz

Baltimore (Eflin 10-9) at N.Y. Yankees
(Cortes 9-10)
Boston (Fitts 0-0) at Toronto (Gausman

13-11)
18N?;Y. Mets (Peterson 9-3) at Atlanta (Sale

L.A. Angels (Suarez 1-2) at Chicago
White Sox (Martin 0-5)

Miami (Cabrera 4-8) at Minnesota
(Woods Richardson 5-5)

St. Louis (Fedde 8-9) at Colorado (Gom-
ber 5-11)

San Francisco (Black 1-4) at Arizona
(Gallen 13-6)

T)exas (Bradford 6-3) at Oakland (Basso
1-0

San Diego (Cease 14-11) at L.A. Dodgers
(Flaherty 13-7)

Thursday’s games

Milwaukee at Pittsburgh

Kansas City at Washington
Tampa Bay at Detroit

L.A. Angels at Chicago White Sox
St. Louis at Colorado

Texas at Oakland

Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees

N.Y. Mets at Atlanta

Miami at Minnesota

San Diego at L.A. Dodgers
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Showdown: Rotations J*™

adjusted prior to series

FROM PAGE 24

“I already feel like I’'m playing
postseason games,” closer Raisel
Iglesias said. “We just need to re-
main patient and play our game.”

Both teams made rotation ad-
justments to line up their pitching
for the series.

New York right-hander Luis Se-
verino (11-6, 3.79 ERA) started the
opener against rookie Spencer
Schwellenbach (7-7, 3.61), who
dominated the Mets in a 4-0 win
July 27.

Atlanta ace Chris Sale (18-3,
2.38), the NL Cy Young Award fa-
vorite, goes in the second game
against fellow lefty David Peter-
son (9-3, 3.08). And then a streak-
ing Sean Manaea (12-5, 3.29) faces
Braves stalwart Max Fried (10-10,
3.42), another matchup of south-
paws.

In a questionable move, the
Mets decided to skip veteran lefty
Jose Quintana (10-9, 3.74) in favor
of Severino and Peterson. Quinta-
na has allowed one earned run
over 32 innings in his last five out-
ings, winning the past four.

Adding to the intrigue is the un-
certain status of Francisco Lindor.
A contender for NL. MVP, the star
shortstop has played only one in-
ning over the past nine games be-
cause of back pain.

But the Mets just completed a
6-1 homestand without him,
thanks in no small part to some
valuable contributions from 22-
year-old substitute Luisangel
Acuna — the younger brother of
Braves slugger Ronald Acuna Jr.,
the reigning NL MVP.

Called up from the minors on
Sept. 14, Luisangel Acunfa is bat-
ting .379 with three homers, six
RBISs, six runs, six extra-base hits
and a 1.228 OPS in his first nine
major league games.

Ronald Acuna Jr. won’t play in
the series after sustaining a sea-
son-ending knee injury in May.
But he told Luisangel in a congrat-
ulatory text message last week
that he’s looking forward to swap-
ping jerseys in Atlanta.

“I’ll be honest, I wasn’t expect-

ing to be here a couple weeks ago,”
Luisangel Acufna said through a
translator. “He’s excited for me to
get there, but at the end of the day
we want to win.”

The rivalry between these fran-
chises runs deep for decades, with
Hall of Famers such as Mike Piaz-
za, Chipper Jones and Bobby Cox
at the center of some memorable
moments.

But it has mostly been one-sid-
ed.

New York challenged the
Braves atop the NL East a few
times during their record run of 14
straight division titles from 1991-
2005, only to fall short.

Piazza and the Mets pushed the
1999 NLCS back to Atlanta on
Robin Ventura’s grand slam-sin-
gle at Shea Stadium, then watched
Kenny Rogers walk home the se-
ries-winning run in Game 6.

And so, for a team chasing its
first World Series championship
since 1986, finally upending the
Braves when it matters most
would signal to afflicted Mets fans
the promise of coming success un-
der new president of baseball op-
erations David Stearns and im-
pressive rookie manager Carlos
Mendoza.

Another flop? Maybe same old
Mets — fair or not.

Following this series, Atlanta
finishes the season with three
games at home against Kansas
City, caught up in a close race of its
own for an American League wild
card.

Edwin Diaz and the resurgent
Mets visit NL Central champion
Milwaukee, which might be
locked into the No. 3 playoff seed
by then.

Since falling 11 games under
.500 on May 29, New York has the
best record in the majors at 65-36.

“Our goal is to get back here and
be playing playoff baseball in Oc-
tober. There’s a lot of hoops to get
through in order to do that,” out-
fielder Brandon Nimmo said.

AP baseball writer Ronald Blum and AP freelance
writers Jerry Beach and Santos Perez contributed
to this report.

Derik HAamILTON/AP

The Mets’ Luisangel Acuiia is the younger brother of the Braves’
Ronald Acuiia, the reigning National League MVP.

GREGORY BuLL/AP

Padres starting pitcher Dylan Cease, acquired in a trade with the Chicago White Sox just before the season
started, is 14-11 this season with a 3.42 ERA. He threw his first career no-hitter on July 25.

After escaping White Sox,
Cease on cusp of playoffs

By BERNIE WILSON
Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — If there really
are baseball gods, they certainly
smiled on Dylan Cease when he
was traded from the lowly Chica-
go White Sox to the San Diego Pa-
dres during spring training.

The gravity of escaping the
South Side for Southern California
was never more apparent than
late Sunday afternoon at Petco
Park.

In the visiting clubhouse, Ceas-
e’s old teammates somberly
packed for the flight home after ty-
ing the modern-era record of 120
losses.

Down the hall, the vibes were
flowing after a comeback win in
front of another raucous sellout
crowd brought Cease and the Pa-
dres to the cusp of a postseason
berth.

“We’re fighting for the playoffs
and beyond. I love this team so I’'m
just happy to be here,” Cease said.

With their magic number down
to one, Cease and the Padres could
be celebrating a postseason berth
as early as Tuesday night at Dodg-
er Stadium, when they opened a
huge three-game series against
their biggest rivals.

The Padres, who have 90 wins
for the first time since 2010, own a
three-game lead over Arizona for
the NL’s first wild card. But they
also have a shot at winning the NL
West for the first time since 2006.
They trail Shohei Ohtani and the
Dodgers by three games, with six
to go. The Padres hold the tie-
breaker against the Dodgers with
a 7-3 head-to-head record.

Cease (14-11, 3.42 ERA) will
start Wednesday night.

Wild card

AMERICAN LEAGUE
w L Pct GB

Baltimore 8 70 .551 +4
Detroit 82 74 526 —
Kansas City 8 74 526 —
Minnesota 81 75 .519 1
Seattle 81 76 516 1%
Boston 79 78 .503 3%
Tampa Bay 78 78 .500 4
NATIONAL LEAGUE

w L Pct GB
San Diego 90 66 .577 +3%2
New York 87 69 .558 +%2
Arizona 87 70 554 —
Atlanta 85 71 545 1%

Clinching a playoff spot will be
the latest memorable moment for
Cease this season. After being ob-
tained on March 13 for four
players, he had to scramble to find
his passport and pack so he could
join the Padres in Seoul, South Ko-
rea, where they played a season-
opening, two-game series against
the Dodgers.

On July 25, he threw his first ca-
reer no-hitterin a 3-0 win at Wash-
ington to join Joe Musgrove as the
only Padres pitchers to achieve
the feat. They are more than just
no-no bros. Cease wasn’t sleeping
well in his apartment in a noisy
downtown neighborhood so Mus-
grove invited him to stay in his
guest house in an outlying neigh-
borhood.

“It’s as much fun as I've ever
had playing baseball,” said Cease,
who also called the Padres the
most well-rounded team he’s ever
been on. “I think we’re all feeling
optimistic. The resilience on this
team has been amazing to watch.
It’s just in general very fun to be
part of.”

Cease reached the playoffs with
the White Sox in 2020 and 2021.
But they went 81-81 in 2022 before
losing 101 games last year.

“It’s much more pleasant to win.
And I know that sounds obvious,
but you know, it is definitely tax-
ing to lose that much,” Cease said.
“Itjust seepsinto everything. So to
be on a team where we’re playing
well and in contention, we all have
a lot of energy every game. It’s
great. It really is. I'm very fortu-
nate to be here.”

The Padres are at close to full
strength heading toward October
and would love to win their first
World Series title to honor Peter
Seidler, the owner who died Nov.
14 at age 63.

Yu Darvish and Musgrove are
back in the rotation after long
layoffs. Slugger Manny Machado
has bounced back from a slow
start following offseason elbow
surgery. Fernando Tatis Jr. and
his swagger are back after a two-
month injury layoff. Center fielder
Jackson Merrill is making a strong
push for NL Rookie of the Year.

Cease has been one of the few
constants all season. The 28-year-
old right-hander leads the squad
with 32 starts, 184% innings
pitched and 220 strikeouts.

In his only postseason start, he
lasted just 1% innings in a 12-6 win
against Houston in the 2021 AL Di-
vision Series.

“I didn’t control the adrena-
line,” he said. “Definitely I didn’t
capitalize on that moment as well
as I would have liked to. It’s a next
level of intensity and pressure and
all that. I'm glad I experienced
that then and hopefully that helps
me out.”
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Efficient performance

Rookie QB Daniels finishes 21-for-23
as Commanders top Bengals » NFL, Page 20
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By MIKE F1TZPATRICK
Associated Press

II summer long, one

massive series kept
looming on the sched-
ule.

Three games between the Mets
and Braves in Atlanta during the
final week of the season. With the
NL East rivals locked in a heated
wild-card race, surely it would
come down to their head-to-head
matchup.

And here we are.

“We knew it a couple of weeks
ago: That series was probably go-
ing to help decide this thing. We
know what we’re up against and
we know what we have to do,” At-
lanta catcher Sean Murphy said.
“It just comes down to us. If we
win, we're in.”

Indeed, if the banged-up Braves
are going to earn a seventh
straight playoff berth, they’ll need
a big performance at home.

And if the surprising Mets are
going to finish this postseason
push, they can do it by toppling a
familiar nemesis.

On the line at Truist Park, noth-
ing less than legacies — and a
chance to play in October.

“I’m stoked for the opportuni-
ty,” said New York slugger Pete
Alonso, set to become a free agent
after the World Series.

With six regular-season games
remaining, both teams were off
Monday heading into their series

DEeriK HAMILTON, ABOVE, AND JOHN MCDONNELL, RIGHT/AP

Slugger Pete Alonso, above, and the New York Mets are battling catcher Sean Murphy, right, and the
Atlanta Braves for a wild-card berth. The two teams face off in a crucial three-game series this week.

mSBhowdown

Mets, Braves meet in Atlanta
with playoff dreams at stake

opener Tuesday night. New York
(87-69) is a half-game ahead of
Arizona (87-70) for the second of
three National League wild cards,
while the Braves (85-71) trail the
Diamondbacks by 1% games for
the last playoff spot.

The Mets and Braves have split
10 meetings this year, so the win-
ner of their three-game set holds
the season-series tiebreaker if
they finish with the same record.

New York knows two wins in At-
lanta would clinch a playoff ap-
pearance. But a sweep by the
Braves puts them in the driver’s
seat going into the last weekend of
the season.

It’s reminiscent of two years
ago, when the Mets arrived in At-
lanta for the penultimate series of
the season leading the NL East by
one game over the Braves. Atlanta
swept their three-game set, secur-
ing a tiebreaker that decided the
division title days later when both
clubs finished 101-61 en route to
early playoff exits.

It was the fifth of six consecu-
tive NL East crowns for the
Braves, a streak that ended last
Friday when they were eliminated
from a division race won Monday
night by Philadelphia. But they
still control their own wild-card
fate, despite a barrage of injuries
to All-Star players that has hinder-
ed them all year.

SEE SHOWDOWN ON PAGE 23

Phillies clinch first NL East title since 2011. ... |VWMNIMLIAN]



