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Island impe

PHoTos BY SETH RoBsoN/Stars and Stripes

U.S. Marines man a tube-launched, optically tracked, wire-guided, or TOW, anti-tank missile during counter-landing drills on the west coast of
Palawan, the Philippines, on Tuesday.

Marine commander: Pala

By SETH RoBSoN
Stars and Stripes

PUERTO PRINCESA, Philip-
pines — U.S. Marines are
strengthening ties with their Phi-
lippine counterparts on an island
that borders the South China Sea
as the U.S. ally faces an ever-as-
sertive Beijing.

The strategic importance of Pa-
lawan, a narrow, 280-mile-long is-
land where Marines have been
training this month with the Phi-
lippine 3rd Marine Brigade, is
“obvious,” said 15th Marine Expe-
ditionary Unit commander Col.
Sean Dynan.

“It controls the straights into the
Sulu Sea and into the South China
Sea and West Philippine Sea,” he
told Stars and Stripes while stand-
ing on Palawan’s western shore
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U.S. and Philippine maﬁnes can'y out live-fire defense driI.I-s facing the
South China Sea in Palawan, Philippines, on Tuesday.

Tuesday.

American and Filipino marines
spent that morning on live-fire
coastal defense training there as
part of the annual Kamandag ex-
ercise.

This year’s training involves
more than 1,000 Marines and sail-

ors of Marine Rotational Force-
Southeast Asia and the 15th MEU
from Camp Pendleton, Calif. Ka-
mandag began Oct. 1S and con-
cludes Friday.

The live-fire training on Pala-
wan took place in Aborlan, a mu-
nicipality facing the South China

end, operate from

Sea that’s about 125 miles east of
Sabina Shoal, where Philippine
and Chinese coast guard vessels
collided Aug. 31.

Philippine authorities allege a
Chinese vessel rammed a Philip-
pine ship three times; China
claims the Philippine ship insti-
gated the clash. It was the latest in
a series of incidents involving the
two nations’ vessels in or near the
Philippines’ exclusive economic
zone.

“It’s key terrain to defend from
and key terrain to operate from,”
Dynan said of Palawan, noting
that the island hosts two sites ap-
proved for use by American forc-
es.

Antonio Bautista Air Base in

SEE ISLAND ON PAGE 5

North troops In
Russia seen as
‘cannon fodder’

By Davip CHol
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — The
12,000 North Korean troops sent
to Russia in support of Moscow’s
invasion of Ukraine are not a le-
gitimate force, only cannon fod-
der, South Korea’s national de-
fense minister said Thursday.

To refer to the North Koreans
as “deployed troops” is “merely a
phrase,” National Defense Minis-
ter Kim Yang-hyun told lawmak-
ers during a televised parliamen-
tary hearing in Seoul.

“Normally when troops are de-
ployed, they ... proudly perform
wearing their country’s military
uniforms, insignia and national
flag,” he said.

The North Koreans, Kim said,
are instead disguised in Russian
uniforms, are under Russian mil-
itary control and doing as they are
told.

“I believe that, in reality, the
North Korean troops are cannon
fodder mercenaries,” he said.

Approximately 1,500 North Ko-
rean special forces troops arrived
in Russia earlier this month via
Russian navy vessels, according
to the South Korean National In-
telligence Service on Oct. 18. They
were the first wave of 12,000
troops and were issued Russian
uniforms, weapons and fake iden-
tification cards, according to the
Spy agency.

A North Korean representative
to the U.N. General Assembly on
Monday said his country’s coop-
eration with Russia is “friendly,
legitimate” and attempts to sug-
gest otherwise were “groundless,
stereotyped rumors aimed at
smearing the image” of North Ko-
rea.

The Korean Central News
Agency, the North’s state-run
media organization, by Thursday
had yet to address reports of the
country’s troop deployment.

SEE TROOPS ON PAGE 5
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KuLani LAKANARIA/U.S. Army

The Army plans to continue using the black-and-gold physical training
uniform but other options for the clothing are being considered.

Army considering new
options for PT uniform, but
design to stay same for now

By BriaN ErRiCcKsON
Stars and Stripes

The Army won’t redesign its
physical training uniforms in 2025
but is looking at allowing soldiers
to purchase different shirts and
shorts that use the current black-
and-gold look, the service said.

The Army clarified its plans fol-
lowing comments by Sgt. Maj. of
the Army Michael Weimer last
week that new uniforms were
coming.

“First and foremost is we’re
spending no Army money on new
PTs... we have so many higher pri-
orities right now,” Weimer said
Wednesday in an emailed state-
ment through his spokesman.

No decisions have been made,

Correction

A story in Thursday’s edi-
tion about laser-eye surger-
ies should have said con-
tracted employees handled
amonthly average of 51 pro-
cedures from 2018 through
2020 and a monthly average
of 33 during the coronavirus
pandemic.

but by the end of 2025, the service
is looking at “potentially having
options to the current PTs”
Weimer said.

Weimer, the Army’s top enlist-
ed soldier, likened the options to
the way soldiers select their boots
by brand, as long as they meet the
Army’s criteria.

“We don’t do a “You will buy this
one pair of boots’ ... because fit is
incredibly important to us. That
includes our PTs,” Weimer said.

The Army will do some initial
questioning and polling to see
what’s available across the cloth-
ing industry, Sgt. Maj. Rob Hay-
nie, from the office of the assistant
secretary of the Army for acquisi-
tions, logistics and technology,
said Wednesday.

Master Sgt. Daniel Carter, a
spokesman for Weimer, added
that soldier feedback, such as the
desire for pockets, is being incor-
porated into the evaluation and re-
search process.

Last week at the Association of
the United States Army confe-
rence in Washington, Weimer said
the uniforms would “look a little
different than what we’ve done in
the past” and be more representa-
tive of the service, according to an
AUSA statement.

Former Navy supervisor

cited for abuse of power
_

Investigation finds
act of retaliation
In attempt to
revoke clearance

By CAITLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A supervis-
ing Navy service member was cit-
ed for abuse of power after a rec-
ommendation to revoke a subordi-
nate’s security clearance was de-
termined to be an act of
retaliation, a Defense Department
inspector general investigation
found.

The report from the Office of
the Inspector General, which was
released Oct. 15, detailed a series
of events dating to Oct. 28, 2020,
when an employee of the Navy
Cyber Warfare Development
Group informed his supervisor of
apotential mistake in a report pro-
vided to the U.S. Fleet Cyber Com-
mand, U.S. 10th Fleet.

The supervisor later recom-
mended the subordinate’s securi-
ty clearance be revoked following
months of initiating punitive ac-
tion, which the report said “dem-
onstrated animosity” toward the
subordinate.

“Individuals must be free to
come forward to make protected
disclosures without fear of repri-
sal,” DOD Inspector General Rob-
ert Storch said in a statement. “A
culture in which a [Defense De-
partment] official uses a security
clearance action as a weapon to si-
lence those who report alleged
wrongdoing is antithetical to this
core principle. Whistleblowers
should be commended for coming
forward, not punished.”

The subordinate was a program
manager from 2018-21 for the cyb-
er command based at Fort George
G. Meade, Md. The supervisor and
subordinate were involved in a
weekly project called Command-
er’s Update Brief, according to the
report. The updates would indi-
cate if a “mission area” was capa-
ble, partially capable or not capa-
ble.

The subordinate voiced con-
cerns during an October 2020
meeting about misreporting sig-
nal intelligence missions as capa-
ble when they were not.

“We are not accurately report-
ing,” the subordinate reportedly
claimed.

The supervisor responded:
“There are some things you just
don’t want people to know.”

Two witnesses interviewed by
investigators who were also at the
meeting were unable to recall the

MERICH

Defense Department
A Navy supervisor was cited for
abuse of power after a
recommendation to revoke a
subordinate’s security clearance.

exchange between the supervisor
and subordinate. The supervisor
also claimed not to recall the ex-
change.

About a week later, on Nov. S,
2020, the subordinate reportedly
argued with an instructor during a
training event about conducting
queries.

The supervisor directed a pre-
liminary inquiry in response to the
incident to determine if the subor-
dinate had violated the Uniform
Code of Military Justice. The su-
pervisor spoke to two witnesses,
who said the subordinate’s behav-
ior “demonstrated his desire to
circumvent policy and created
confusion regarding  which
queries could be conducted within
the boundary of law and policy,”
according to the investigation.

The inquiry officer found on
Nov. 20, 2020, that the subordinate
did not violate the Uniform Code
of Military Justice.

Despite the outcome absolving
the subordinate of wrongdoing,
the supervisor told investigators
that the event caused a loss confi-
dence in the subordinate.

On Dec. 10, 2020, the supervisor
submitted a nonjudicial punish-
ment for the subordinate, citing
attempts to violate the Uniform
Code of Military Justice and con-
duct unbecoming of an officer.
The supervisor then suspended
the subordinate’s access to “sensi-
tive compartmented information”
for demonstrating “an unwilling-
ness to comply with current policy
and rules governing computer
network operations,” the report
read.

In the supervisor’s report to the
Defense Department regarding
the suspension, he failed to in-
clude the findings of the prelimi-
nary inquiry.

On Dec. 18, 2020, the subordi-
nate declined the nonjudicial pun-
ishment and requested a court-
martial.

The supervisor submitted a re-
port of misconduct to the Navy
Personnel Command, asking for
the subordinate to be detached for
cause from the cyber command. A

detachment for cause is when a
service member is reassigned
from a duty station before the nor-
mal transfer date, typically as the
result of unsatisfactory perfor-
mance or misconduct.

In the request, the supervisor
inaccurately stated the subordi-
nate had committed two military
offenses in reference to the Nov. S,
2020, training incident as a reason
for the request, the IG report
reads.

As part of the subordinate’s re-
buttal to the supervisor’s detach-
ment for cause request, he made
two protected disclosures that ac-
cused the supervisor of abuse of
power. The Personnel Command
opted in July 2021 to detach the
subordinate but disapproved of
detaching him for cause.

The supervisor submitted a fol-
low-up security access eligibility
report in August 2021, again rec-
ommending the Defense Depart-
ment revoke the subordinate’s ac-
cess to classified information. In
the recommendation, the supervi-
sor continued to refer to the train-
ing incident, accusing the subordi-
nate of attempting to influence a
junior operator to perform a query
that the operator believed to be in
violation of policy and trying to
circumvent policy. The supervi-
sor omitted that the inquiry officer
did not substantiate these allega-
tions.

Additionally, the supervisor
claimed the Personnel Command
decided to reassign the subordi-
nate but did not include the deci-
sion was not “for cause,” which
the IG report said created an im-
pression that this action was puni-
tive.

“The [supervisor]| appeared to
selectively choose the information
to create such an impression,” the
report reads.

The inspector general investi-
gation determined the evidence
used to justify the removal of the
subordinate’s security clearance
was not strong enough, adding
there was an abuse of authority
and animosity toward the subordi-
nate on the supervisor’s part.

The Defense Department Con-
solidated Adjudications Facility,
which handles security access re-
views, initially revoked the subor-
dinate’s eligibility for access to
classified information, but re-
stored access after receiving his
rebuttal.

On March 13, 2023, the Defense
Department reinstated the subor-
dinate’s access to classified infor-
mation. The subordinate has since
retired.

The supervisor is also retired
but remains subject to potential
disciplinary action.
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|G slams Pentagon on Ukraine funds lapses

DOD audit: $1.1B in payments following Russia’s invasion lacked proper documentation

By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

A Defense Department audit
has found that $1.1 billion in pay-
ments meant to support Ukraine
in the months following Russia’s
full-scale invasion of the country
lacked proper documentation,
raising concerns over financial ac-
countability and transparency in
U.S. military aid.

However, the DOD Inspector
General also found that service
members were largely untrained
to do the paperwork and the Pen-
tagon response to the report indi-
cated it wasn’t particularly inter-
ested in more training.

The audit by the IG reviewed
$2.1 billion in approved funds for
Kyivin 2022. It found that 323 pay-
ments, or 67% of the total, either
lacked paperwork or were impro-
perly recorded, leaving officials

unable to confirm whether the
funds were used for their intended
purposes.

The unsupported payments in-
cluded $17 million the Navy spent
on fuel and other expenses in Eu-
rope unrelated to Ukraine, the IG
said in a report of its findings re-
leased Tuesday.

The findings have raised con-
cerns of potential violations of the
Antideficiency Act, which prohib-
its spending unauthorized by Con-
gress.

Due to the urgency in distribut-
ing funds intended to bolster Uk-
raine’s defense following Mos-
cow’s invasion in February 2022,
DOD personnel faced pressure to
execute payments quickly.

“This quick reaction led to a
breakdown in internal controls,”
the report said.

The DOD’s Financial Manage-
ment Regulation and Joint Travel

Regulations both require a lot of
paperwork to support government
payments.

Each payment must be accom-
panied by disbursement vouch-
ers, invoices and details that out-
line the purpose and accuracy of
the spending. The IG found that
these requirements were often ig-
nored or incomplete.

For 264 payments, or 82% of the
unsupported transactions, the
DOD failed to properly justify the
use of supplemental funds for Uk-
raine.

Communication challenges
contributed to the issues, the re-
port said.

Personnel didn’t receive clear
or detailed guidance on how to
document the purpose of funds,
the IG found, adding that in some
cases, DOD personnel interpreted
high-level directives and laws on
their own.

In June, defense officials pro-
vided the IG with additional docu-
ments for 27 of the 323 unsupport-
ed transactions.

Of those, only 12 were deemed
properly executed, while the re-
maining 1S were said to be inade-
quate or unrelated to Ukraine’s
defense.

Some of the deficiencies identi-
fied underscored how confusing
the rules might be to the un-
trained.

For example, the IG report stat-
ed that $2 million spent by the Air
Force on the European Deter-
rence Initiative was “unrelated to
the Ukraine mission,” even
though the initiative was created
because of Russia’s 2014 invasion
of Ukraine.

As the audit examined only a
portion of all Ukraine-related
transactions, the IG warned that
similar issues could affect the re-

maining $76.3 billion in additional
appropriations approved through
April 2024.

Defense officials agreed to re-
view documentation to determine
whether the $1 billion in ques-
tioned costs supported the Uk-
raine assistance mission and were
accurate, and to take appropriate
action if not.

However, the Pentagon’s comp-
troller mostly disagreed with the
1G’s recommendations, which in-
cluded more training on docu-
mentation procedures and clearer
guidance.

Calls by the IG for Navy and Air
Force officials to review potential
violations of the Antideficiency
Act also remain unresolved.

The IG said it will track its rec-
ommendations until “manage-
ment has agreed to take actions
that we determine to be suffi-
cient.”

US Navy, UAE wrap up
10-day drone-focused
drills in Persian Gulf

By SHANNON RENFROE
Stars and Stripes

MANAMA, Bahrain — U.S. Na-
vy and United Arab Emirates
drone operations wrapped up
Thursday after a 10-day exercise
in the Persian Gulf, where Iran
was hosting its own maritime
showcase on the opposite side of
the strategic waterway.

The drills at Iron Defender in-
cluded the Arabian Fox Mast 13, a
joint venture between the Emirati
company Al Seer and U.S. contrac-
tor L.3 Harris Technologies.

Last year, the vessel was the
first Navy drone boat to sail
through the Strait of Hormuz,
where the U.S. has accused Iran’s
military of harassing multiple ves-
sels in recent years. About one-
fifth of the world’s oil passes
through the narrow strait border-
ing Iran, according to U.S. govern-
ment figures.

The exercise included search
and seizure operations, diving
missions and medical response
drills, according to U.S. Sth Fleet,

Navy Lt. Cmdr. Alex Turner,
right, commanding officer of USS
Devastator, welcomes a United
Arab Emirates officer aboard the
ship during Iron Defender, which
ended Thursday.

which is headquartered in Bah-
rain.

The U.S.naval basein Bahrainis
also home to Task Force 59, which
focuses on drones and high-tech
innovation.

The Navy once had ambitions of
assembling a100 vessel drone fleet
in the Middle East in partnership
with other nations. Those goals

PHoTos BY CHRIST-CLAUDE MowANDZzA-NDINGA/U.S. Army
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U.S. and Emirati forces survey the Arabian Fox Mast-13 drone boat last week, during exercise Iron
Defender in the United Arab Emirates. Unmanned vessels were a focus of the 10-day bilateral exercise.

have since been scaled back as the
service works with regional part-
ners and focuses on combat oper-
ations in the region, naval analysts
told Stars and Stripes in May.

The service has continued test-
ing new technologies in the Middle
East and in Africa, including the
TRITON drone, which can sub-

merge to avoid detection and loiter
for as many as eight days, Navy of-
ficials said.

Meanwhile, Iran is developing
its own drone technology, some of
which has been used extensively
by Russia in its war with Ukraine.

Iran showcased its goods last
weekend along its southern coast

during the International Maritime
Exercise 2024, which was part of
the Indian Ocean Naval Symposi-
um. The event included participa-
tion from Russia, Oman, Saudi
Arabia, India, Pakistan, Qatar,
Bangladesh and Thailand, accord-
ing to Iran’s state-sponsored Press
TV.

Navy to name submarine for Atlanta, Sth vessel honoring Ga. capital

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Atlanta is far from
the ocean, but it will have a naval
vessel named for it again.

U.S. Navy Secretary Carlos Del
Toro announced Wednesday that
the Navy will build a nuclear attack
submarine that will be known as the

USS Atlanta.

It wasn’t immediately clear
Wednesday when the construction
will start on the submarine, when it
will enter service, or how much it
may cost.

In August, the Navy awarded a
$1.3 billion contract to the General

Dynamics Electric Boat shipyard in
Groton, Conn., to start buying mate-
rialsforthatand other submarinesit
will eventually build.

The Navy has recently been nam-
ing new submarines in its Virginia
class for cities, including Baltimore,
San Francisco and Miami.

Itwould be the fifth U.S. Navy ves-
sel named for Georgia’s largest city.
Thefirst wasa Confederateironclad
captured in 1863 and converted to
Union service during the Civil War.
The most recent was a Los Angeles-
class nuclear attack submarine that
served from 1982 t01999.

“Ithasbeen 2Syearssince the Na-
vy has had a ship named after the
proud legacy of the city of Atlanta,”
Del Toro said in a speech at the Car-
ter Center in Atlanta.

Former Atlanta Mayor Keisha
Lance Bottoms will be the ship’s
Sponsor.
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A fire burns at a U.S. Army quartermaster depot in Busan, South Korea, on Thursday.

Fire burns USFK warehouse in Busan

By Davip CHol
Stars and Stripes
A fire Thursday night con-
sumed a warehouse at the U.S.
Army’s Busan Storage Center in
Beomil-dong, a section of Busan
city in southeastern South Ko-
rea, according to local news re-
ports and U.S. Army Garrison
Daegu.
The fire of unknown origin
was reported at 6:35 p.m. at a

warehouse in the center, accord-
ing to email Thursday night
from Daegu garrison spokesman
Phil Molter. The garrison called
on mutual aid agreements with
the Busan Fire Department to
fight the blaze, he said.

By 8 p.m. authorities had mo-
bilized as many as 11 fire sta-
tions to respond, according to
YTN broadcast news. No injuries
were reported as of 10 p.m.

The empty warehouse was un-
der renovation and unoccupied
when the fire broke out, Molter
said.

The U.S. Army established the
site as a supply depot at the start
of the Korean War in 1950.

Busan, South Korea’s second
largest city, is roughly 200 miles
southeast of Seoul. The coastal
city includes South Korea’s lar-
gest port.

Island: Marines
see capabilities
grow on Palawan

FROM PAGE 1

Puerto Princesa, the provincial
capital, and Naval Station Narciso
Del Rosario, on Balabac Island in
the southern part of the province,
are two of nine sites identified for
U.S. use under the Enhanced De-
fense Cooperation Agreement.

U.S. Marine units have been on
Palawan often in recent years,
while the 3rd Marine Brigade,
based on the island, has grown in
capabilities, Dynan said.

“The majority of countries
around this area recognize that
amphibious capability is a re-
quirement in this environment,”
he said. “The U.S. has the longest-
standing amphibious force, so this
is our time to shine and help.”

Philippine forces on Palawan
have asked for help building skills
to coordinate fires, counter-drone
training, nonlethal training and
establishing ranges, Dynan said.

Those forces are also focused on
Palawan, said Vice Adm. Alfonso
Torres, head of the Western Com-
mand at Puerto Princesa, which
oversees operations on the island

SETH RoBSON/STARS AND STRIPES / Seth Robson/Stars and Stripes

U.S. and Filipino marine commanders attend a briefing ahead of
defense drills facing the South China Sea in Palawan, Philippines, Oct.

22, 2024.

and in the disputed bits of territo-
ry in South China Sea.

“We are not just monitoring (the
disputed waters),” he said at the
coastal defense training event.
“We are operating also.”

Palawan’s strategic importance
is growing as the Philippine
armed forces shift focus from in-
ternal to external security, Torres
said.

Western Command is at the
forefront of that shift, he added.

“We are slowly shifting our
forces from the south to the west
because of the declining issues
with insurgency,” he said.

The Philippine forces on Pala-

wan will receive new equipment,
not only to conduct operations, but
also for intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance, Torres said.

The Philippines plans to spend
$35 billion over a decade moder-
nizing its military, with most of
that going to the navy to strength-
en the country’s capabilities in
western waters, the Philippine
Star reported May 2, quoting Phi-
lippine navy spokesman Commo-
dore Roy Vincent Trinidad.

“This is the west side of the Phi-
lippines,” Torres said of Palawan.
“We are protecting the peace and
security of the West Philippine
Sea.”

Trash balloon
pops over Seoul
leader’s office

By Sam Kim
Bloomberg News

A North Korean balloon carry-
ing trash exploded over the South
Korean presidential office in Se-
oul on Thursday, dumping filth
over one of the capital city’s most
heavily guarded premises.

The explosion happened in
early morning and the contents
were scattered across the com-
pound where Yoon works, accord-
ing to a statement from the presi-
dential security agency. No con-
tamination or security risk has
been detected in the rubbish and
the presidential office is working
with the Joint Chiefs of Staff to
keep an eye on further threats, it
said.

North Korea’s actions come at a
sensitive time. Pyongyang has an-
gered South Korea and its allies,
who have accused Kim Jong Un of
dispatching soldiers to Russia to
help Moscow’s war on Ukraine.
Seoul has demanded North Korea
and Russia end their cooperation
and withdraw troops, and raised
the prospects of sending arms to
UKraine in response.

North Korea has sent more than
5,000 balloons with leaflets and
debris since May in retaliation for

South Korea’s military drills with
the U.S. and other actions it deems
as a threat to its sovereignty.

Many of the balloons from
North Korea have contained items
such as wastepaper, cigarette
butts and shoe parts. Last month,
South Korea warned of possible
military actions if North Korea
continues to fly more trash bal-
loons across the border, a rare di-
rect threat of retaliation since Py-
ongyang started sending them in
May.

Tensions between the two coun-
tries have escalated over the past
few months, with South Korea
complaining about the trash bal-
loons sent by North Korea, and Py-
ongyang accusing the South of
sending drones overits capital and
the North’s blowing up of roads
connecting the two countries.

The growing animosity comes
as Kim Jong Un bolsters his ties
with Russian President Vladimir
Putin. After supplying Russia with
artillery shells, Kim is now de-
ploying his own troops with a “ve-
ry serious” possibility that they
will take part in combat against
Ukraine, U.S. Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin said on a trip to Eu-
rope.

Troops: South Korea says
North's forces not legitimate

FROM PAGE 1

Kim Yang-hyun told lawmakers
he believed North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un had “sold out” his
forces to Russia and was “not in-
forming his people to prevent it
from being exposed.”

Russia may have supplied the
North with food and weapon man-
ufacturing supplies in exchange
for around 3 million artillery
rounds, Shin Won-sik, the previ-
ous South Korean national de-
fense minister, said in February.

In June, Kim and Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin pledged mu-
tual support in the event either
country went to war.

The U.S. State Department and
South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol’s office have alleged the
North had been exporting ballistic
missiles and artillery shells to
Russia for use against Ukrainian
forces since 2023.

The U.S. confirmed the exis-
tence of North Korean forces in

Russia for the first time Wednes-
day. White House national secur-
ity spokesman John Kirby said at
least 3,000 troops were shipped to
eastern Russia, where they went
on to “multiple Russian military
training sites.”

It’s not clear that those troops
will fight alongside the Russian
military, but that is “certainly a
highly concerning probability,”
Kirby said at a news conference.

“But let’s be clear, if North Ko-
rean soldiers do enter into combat,
this development would demon-
strate Russia’s growing despera-
tioninits war against Ukraine,” he
said.

Putin appears intent on contin-
uing the war despite Russia suf-
fering “extraordinary casualties,”
Kirby added.

“If Russia is indeed forced to
turn to North Korea for manpow-
er, this would be a sign of weak-
ness, not strength, on the part of
the Kremlin,” he said.
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Master sergeant hangs tough on reality show

By KELLY AGEE
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Straining
to conquer a peak in the snowcapped South-
ern Alps of New Zealand with 16 strangers
and $1 million at stake, Master Sgt. Ladeania
Jackson felt right at home.

Jackson, aka “PunkinJackson” onthe CBS
reality TV show, “The Summit,” had sur-
vived three episodes of physical and mental
challenges as of Wednesday, with more to
come.

Hermilitary experience givesheranedge,
including her fitness, training in things like
map reading and ability to cope with change,
she told Stars and Stripes by phone Tuesday.

“We’re always having to adapt, and we’re
always changing locations, and so just being
able to go with the flow and adapt to different
situations,” Jackson said. “We’re sleeping
outside, we’re having to read maps. Every-
thingthatI’velearnedinthe military played a

Ladeania Jackson

Air National Guard Master Sgt. Ladeania
Jackson is known as “Punkin Jackson” on
the CBS reality TV show, “The Summit.”

big role in being able to help me on the moun-
tain.”

A native of Columbus, Miss., Jackson
serves with the Air National Guard and the
194th Air Support Operations Group at Camp
Murray, Wash. But her home is at Yokota

with her spouse, Senior Master Sgt. Tamika
Boler of the 374th Logistics Readiness
Squadron.

Jackson joined the Air Force in 2011,
served eight years and joined the Guard in
2020.

When Jackson learned she’d made the cut
for “The Summit,” she could barely restrain
herjoy, she said.

“I was super, super, super excited,” she
said. “I was jumping around screaming. I am
areality TV junkie, and it was just something
that I've always wanted to do. To hear I was
chosen was just an amazing feeling.”

“The Summit” firstaired with asneak peek
on Sept. 29; new episodes air Wednesdays,
according to the network’s website.

“We have 14 days to reach it to the summit
of the mountain, and each of us are carrying
our share of a million dollars in our back-
packs as we hike up the mountain,” Jackson
said. “We get to a checkpoint almost every

day, and at every checkpoint, you are voting
someone off the mountain and stealing their
share of the prize pot.”

The show is set in the largest mountain
range in New Zealand. The Southern Alpsin-
clude the country’s tallest peak, 12,218-foot
Mount Cook, and run the length of the South
Island. The 310-mile chain has another 15
peaks over 10,000 feet.

“I’'m definitely terrified of heights,” Jack-
sonsaid. “Every obstacle thathas aired sofar
has been heights. I was constantly having to
face my fear and get over it to accomplish the
task athand.”

Who will conquer “The Summit?” Jackson
islegally bound to give nothing away.

“It’s definitely going to take a person that
does not take no for an answer and does not
give up,” she said. “Climbing a mountain is
not easy by any means and then you add the
mental aspect of playing a game. It takes a
tough person for sure.”

Home Depot helps get
12-foot “Skelly’ to base
in Japan for Halloween

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Stars and Stripes

MARINE CORPS AIR STA-
TION IWAKUNI, Japan — A Na-
vy spouse determined to bring a
towering skeleton from the United
States to her home on this base
south of Hiroshima reached a
dead end in every possible way.

Skelly, a 12-foot-high Hallo-
ween decoration sold for $299 at
Home Depot, is so popular it’s
been written about in USA Today,
the New York Post and other pub-
lications. But it exceeds the 130-
inch, 70-pound limit on parcel size
set by the U.S. Military Postal Ser-
vice Agency.

Asemoon Amirazodi worked for
the past three months figuring out
how to get Skelly to MCAS Iwaku-
ni. Shipping it via commercial car-
rier would cost more than four
times the purchase price, she told
Stars and Stripes at her home on
Monday.

“I truly love decorating in gen-
eral, for Christmas, Halloween ...
everything,” she said. “So, I said,
you know what, my husband’s de-
ployed right now, what else am I
doing with my time? So, I just fix-
ated on getting the Skelly here.”

Amirazodi explored other ave-
nues — the Marine Corps Ex-
change, Defense Commissary
Agency, United Service Organiza-
tion or space-available flights —
but none panned out.

In a last-ditch effort, she con-
tacted Lance Allen, a senior mer-
chant at Home Depot. Allen and
his team helped create Skelly, he
told USA Today for a recent story.

“He’s come back for five sea-
sons now, and he sold out every
year,” he told the paper.

Amirazodi knew her house in

front of Matthew C. Perry Ele-
mentary School was the right spot
for such a large display, and to her
surprise, Allen agreed.

“You definitely have the perfect
location,” he told her by email late
last month. “I’ll keep working on
this for you. Hopefully I can find a
way.”

Not long after, the giant skeleton
arrived at Amirazodi’s front door,
shipped free of charge through
DHL by Home Depot and the ven-
dor who manufactures Skelly.
They also threw in Skelly’s 7-foot-
long skeleton dog as a bonus.

“I'm so glad he made it,” Allen
wrote in a follow-up email to Ami-
razodi. “It took a little longer than
I wanted, but I figured the sur-
prise would be worth it. I can’t
wait to see him up and how much
the kids love him and the dog to-
gether. I hope it’s an extremely
memorable Halloween this year.”

Allen, in an email to Stars and
Stripes on Tuesday, said Amirazo-
di had obviously tried everything
to get a Skelly to Japan. “So, I
knew we were probably her last
chance for this season,” he said.

“Fortunately, we have lever-
aged DHL for some large ship-
ments in the past and we knew
they’d be able to get it there,” he
said.

When the massive decorations
arrived, Amirazodi went to work
creating Navy-themed accesso-
ries for them: two giant Navy hats,
dog tags with the name “Skelly
Bone 0” and a dog collar with atag
labeled “Chew-Hi,” a take-off on
the popular Japanese alcoholic
beverage.

“I just love Halloween — just
everything about him is so over
the top and it’s so opposite of me,

PHoTos BY JONATHAN SNYDER/Stars and Stripes

Navy spouse Asemoon Amirazodi poses with Skelly, a 12-foot-high Halloween decoration, and his skeleton
dog outside her home at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, on Monday.
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Children crod around Skelly and his skeleton dog.

because I’'m so little,” she told
Stars and Stripes. “You can’t walk
by and not smile.”

After school ended Monday,
children and their parents came
by to see the display and pet Ami-
razodi’s two dogs.

The skeletons have been a huge
hit in the community, for the
young and young at heart, Marine
spouse Gloria Mackinnon told
Stars and Stripes at the display on
Monday.

“My husband’s platoon came

and took pictures this morning,”
she said.

Skelly is not coming down any-
time soon, said Amirazodi, who
plans to make use of the decora-
tions for other holidays, including
arranging them for Christmas as
the Grinch and his dog Max.

“It’s a pretty tight-knit com-
munity,” she said. “Just seeing so
many people stop and say hi or
smile on their nightly walks or to
say thank you. This has made my
day.”

Amirazodi has shared with Al-
len photos and video of people en-
joying Skelly at Iwakuni.

“It’s been fun to see the joy and
excitement our Halloween items
can bring halfway around the
globe,” Allen told Stars and
Stripes. “It’s great to be able to
give back just a little as our servic-
es members and their families
give so much.”
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Harris:

By DaN MERICA
Associated Press

ASTON, Pa. — Vice President
Kamala Harris said Wednesday
that she believes that Donald
Trump “is a fascist” after his long-
est-serving chief of staff said the
former president praised Adolf
Hitler while in office and put per-
sonal loyalty above the Constitu-
tion.

Harris seized on comments by
former chief of staff John Kelly, a
retired Marine Corps general,
about his former boss in inter-
views with The New York Times
and The Atlantic published Tues-
day warning that the Republican
nominee meets the definition of a
fascist and that while in office he
suggested that the Nazi leader
“did some good things.”

Speaking at a CNN town hall,
Harris said they offer a window
into who the former president
“really is” and the kind of com-
mander in chief he would be.

When asked if she believed that
Trump is a fascist, Harris replied
twice, “Yes, I do.” Later, she
brought it up herself, saying
Trump would, if elected again, be
“a president who admires dicta-
tors and is a fascist.”

The Democratic presidential
nominee said Kelly’s comments,
less than two weeks before voters
will decide whether to send
Trump back to the Oval Office,
were a “911 call to the American

MaTT ROURKE/AP

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks to patrons at a campaign stop at
Famous 4th Street Delicatessen in Philadelphia on Wednesday.

people” by the former chief of
staff. They were quickly seized by
Harris as part of her closing mes-
sage to voters as she works to shar-
pen the choice at the ballot box for
Americans.

“I believe Donald Trump is a
danger to the well-being and se-
curity of the United States of
America,” she said, saying the
American people deserve a presi-
dent who maintains “certain stan-
dards,” which include “certainly

not comparing oneself, in a clearly
admiring way, to Hitler.”

She added that if reelected,
Trump would no longer be tem-
pered by people who would “re-
strain him” from his worst impuls-
es.

Earlier Wednesday, Harris re-
peated her increasingly dire
warnings about Trump’s mental
fitness and his intentions for the
presidency.

The comments from Kelly, the

retired Marine general who
worked for Trump in the White
House from 2017 to 2019, built on
past warnings from former top
Trump officials as the election en-
ters its final two weeks.

Kelly has long been critical of
Trump and previously accused
him of calling veterans Kkilled in
combat “suckers” and “losers.”
His new warnings emerged as
Trump seeks a second term vow-
ing to dramatically expand his use
of the military at home and sug-
gesting he would use force to go af-
ter Americans he considers “ene-
mies from within.”

“He commented more than
once that, ‘You know, Hitler did
some good things, too,”” Kelly re-
called to the Times. Kelly said he
would usually quash the conversa-
tion by saying “nothing (Hitler)
did, you could argue, was good,”
but Trump would occasionally
bring up the topic again.

In his interview with The Atlan-
tic, Kelly recalled that when
Trump raised the idea of needing
“German generals,” Kelly would
ask if he meant “Bismarck’s gen-
erals,” referring to Otto von Bis-
marck, the chancellor who over-
saw the unification of Germany.
“Surely you can’t mean Hitler’s
generals,” Kelly recalled asking
Trump. To which the former pres-
ident responded, “Yeah, yeah,
Hitler’s generals.”

Trump said on his Truth Social

Trump a ‘fascist’ after Hitler comments

media platform that Kelly had
“made up a story” and went on to
heap insults on his former chief of
staff, including that Kelly’s
“toughness morphed into weak-
ness.”

Trump’s campaign also denied
the accounts. Campaign spokes-
man Steven Cheung said Kelly
had “beclowned himself with
these debunked stories he has fab-
ricated” and, after Harris’ state-
ment, accused the Democratic
candidate of sharing “outright lies
and falsehoods.”

Chris Sununu, New Hamp-
shire’s Republican governor and
onetime Trump critic, said Kelly’s
comments did not change his
plans to vote for the former presi-
dent.

“Look, we’ve heard a lot of ex-
treme things about Donald
Trump, from Donald Trump. It’s
really par for the course,” the gov-
ernor told CNN. “Unfortunately,
with a guy like that, it’s kind of
baked into the vote at this point.”

Some of the former president’s
supporters in swing states respon-
ded to Kelly’s comments with a
shrug.

“Trump did his four years, and
we were in great shape. Kelly
didn’t have anything good to say
about Trump. He ought to have his
butt kicked,” said Jim Lytner, a
longtime advocate for veterans in
Nevada who served in the Army in
Vietnam.

Trump tells supporters

By BiLL BARROW
AND J1LL COLVIN
Associated Press

DULUTH, Ga. — Donald
Trump pushed supporters at a rol-
licking rally Wednesday in
Georgia to vote for him — with an
early ballot or in-person on Elec-
tion Day — in a state that will be
crucial in the presidential elec-
tion.

“Just vote — whichever way
you want to do it,” Trump told the
capacity crowd at an event orga-
nized by conservative provoca-
teur Charlie Kirk and the group he
founded.

But the rest of former presi-
dent’s speech and the hourslong li-
neup that preceded him framed
the 2024 presidential election in
the starkest terms: Trump, the Re-
publican nominee, lobbed hyper-
bolic insults at his rival, Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris, while a pa-
rade of other speakers, Kirk in-
cluded, invoked unapologetically
religious tones and described
Harris and her Democratic Party
as evil.

Democrats “stand for every-
thing God hates,” Kirk said, call-
ing the Trump vs. Harris choice “a
spiritual battle.”

“Thisis a Christian state. I'd like

to see it stay that way,” Kirk told
the 10,000 or so Georgians, who at
one point joined Kirk in a deafen-
ing chant of “Christ is King! Christ
is King!”

Meanwhile, Harris, who is a
Baptist, used a CNN town hall in
Philadelphia to describe Trump
as fascistic, further crystallizing
the nation’s polarized posture
with less than two weeks until
Election Day.

The Trump campaign strategy
of encouraging supporters to con-
sider every voting method is a
turn from when the former presi-
dent blamed his 2020 election loss
on mail ballots; the number of peo-
ple voting early has surged this
year.

Over1.9 million voters have cast
early ballots in Georgia, where
Trump lost by a mere 11,779 votes
four years ago to Democrat Joe Bi-
den. Voters nationwide have re-
turned a total of over 23 million
advance ballots in the 2024 gener-
al election. That’s broken records
in multiple states, partly driven by
Republicans embracing early vot-
ing at Trump’s direction.

Yet as the contest enters its final
days, allies like Kirk are searching
for people who lean toward
Trump but may still sit the elec-
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Supporters arrive before former President Donald Trump speaks at a
Turning Point Action campaign rally on Wednesday in Duluth, Ga.

tion out when it comes to casting a
ballot.

“You need to go to every single
person you know and say, ‘Are you
voting for Trump?’” Kirk told the
crowd.

The 31-year-old Kirk has an out-
size role in this year’s election, us-
ing his online presence and the or-
ganization he founded, Turning
Point Action, to make himself one
of the nation’s most recognizable
conservatives and a central part of

Trump’s operation. The former
president has put a particular em-
phasis on courting younger men,
the “bro vote,” trying to reach
them through podcasts, social
media and influencers such as
Kirk.

The rally, at the Gas South Are-
na in Duluth, was filled with Turn-
ing Point’s signature pyrotech-
nics.

Trump used it to feature three
figures who represent the populist

eorgia rally

coalition he is trying to assemble:
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who ran
his own campaign for president
this year before endorsing Trump;
former Rep. Tulsi Gabbard, a for-
mer Democrat who announced
this week that she is joining the
Republican Party; and Tucker
Carlson, the former Fox News
commentator who has attracted
millions of followers with his bra-
vado-heavy social media pres-
ence.

He added country music singer
Jason Aldean, whose “Try That in
a Small Town” single was a reac-
tion to urban protests.

Carlson whipped the crowd into
a frenzy by reassuring them that
liberals and political elites were
the “bizarre minority” in U.S. poli-
tics, while Trump’s “Make Amer-
ica Great Again” supporters com-
prise a ‘“gentle, tolerant” move-
ment. Carlson cast Trump as
America’s “Dad” and said a
Trump victory over Harris would
mean “Dad’s home! And he’s
pissed!” — while also being a “big
middle finger wagging” at “the
worst people in the English-
speaking world.”

Later in the night as Trump
spoke, some in the crowd shouted
out, “Daddy’s home!”
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Russia amplified
storm confusion,
researchers find

By DAvip KLEPPER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Russia has
helped amplify and spread false and
misleadinginternetclaimsaboutre-
cent hurricanes in the United States
and the federal government’s re-
sponse, part of a wider effort by the
Kremlin to manipulate America’s
political discourse before the presi-
dential election, new research
shows.

The content, spread by Russian
state media and networks of social
media accounts and websites, criti-
cizes the federal response to hurri-
canes Helene and Milton, exploiting
legitimate concerns about the re-
covery effort in an attempt to paint
American leaders as incompetent
and corrupt, according to research
from the Institute for Strategic Dia-
logue. The London-based organiza-
tion tracks disinformation and on-
line extremism.

In some cases, the claims about
the storms include fake images cre-
ated using artificial intelligence,
such as a photo depicting scenes of
devastating flooding at Disney
World that never happened, re-
searchers say.

The approach is consistent with
the Kremlin’s long-standing prac-
tice of identifying legitimate de-
bates and contentious issues in the
U.S. and then exploiting them. Pre-
vious disinformation campaigns
have harnessed debates about im-
migration, racism, crime and the
economy in an effort to portray the
U.S. as corrupt, violent and unjust.

U.S. intelligence officials and pri-
vatetech companies say Russianac-
tivity has increased sharply before
the Nov. S election as Moscow tries
to capitalize on an opportunity to un-
dermine its chief global adversary.

By seizing on real concerns about

disasterrecovery, Russia’s disinfor-
mation agencies can worm their
way into U.S. discourse, using hot-
button issues to undermine Ameri-
cans’ trust in their government and
each other.

“These are not situations that for-
eignactors are creating,” said Mela-
nie Smith, director of research at
ISD. “They’re simply pouring gaso-
line on fires that already exist.”

The content identified by ISD in-
cluded English-language posts ob-
viously meant for Americans, as
well as Russian-language propa-
ganda intended for domestic au-
diences. Much of the disinformation
took aim at the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and the Dem-
ocratic administration of President
Joe Biden and Vice President Ka-
mala Harris. She is her party’s nom-
inee inthe White House race against
former President Donald Trump.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine re-
mains the Kremlin’s prime motiva-
tion for spreading lies about the hur-
ricane response. If Russia can per-
suade enough Americans to oppose
U.S. support for Ukraine, that could
ease the way for a Moscow victory,
officials and analysts have said.

U.S. intelligence officials have
said Russia’s disinformation seems
designedtosupport Trump, whohas
praised Russian President Vladimir
Putinand disparaged the NATO alli-
ance and Ukraine’s leaders. Posts
linked to Russia routinely denigrate
Harris, saying she is ignoring storm
victims. By contrast, a recent post
from Russian state media company
RT called Trump “amystical figure
of historic proportions.”

The Russian Embassy hasn’t re-
sponded to messages this week
seeking comment about recent alle-
gations by researchers and intelli-
gence officials.

STEPHANIE SCARBROUGH/AP

Damaged businesses are seen as Bridge Street in Hot Springs, N.C., is repaved in the aftermath of
Hurricane Helene, on Oct. 16. The flooding and destruction likely caused at least a record $53 billion in
damages and recovery needs in the state, Gov. Roy Cooper’s administration said Wednesday.

NC calculates Helene damages,
recovery needs at least $53B

By GARY D. ROBERTSON
Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — The cata-
strophic flooding and destruction
caused by Hurricane Helene in
western North Carolina likely
caused at least a record $53 billion
in damages and recovery needs,
Gov. Roy Cooper’s administration
said Wednesday.

The state budget office generat-
ed the preliminary figure for direct
or indirect damages and potential
investments to prevent similar de-
struction in future storms.

Cooper told reporters the state’s
previous record for storm damage
was $17 billion from Hurricane Flo-
rence, which struck eastern North
Carolinain 2018.

“Itisno exaggeration to describe
Helene as the deadliest and most
damaging storm ever to hit North
Carolina,” Cooper said while un-
veiling his request to the General
Assembly for $3.9 billion to help
pay for repairs and revitalization.
He called it a “down payment on

western North Carolina’s future.”

North Carolina state officials
have reported 96 deaths from He-
lene, which brought historic levels
of rain and flooding to the moun-
tains in late September.

The storm and its aftermath
caused 1,400 landslides and dam-
aged over 160 water and sewer sys-
tems, at least 6,000 miles of roads,
more than 1,000 bridges and cul-
verts and an estimated 126,000
homes, the budget office said. Some
220,000 households are expected to
apply for federal assistance.

“This jaw-dropping damage fig-
ure reminds us that we are very
much on the front end of this recov-
ery effort,” the Democratic gover-
nor said.

The report with Cooper’s spend-
ing request was released the day
before the Republican-controlled
legislature planned to meet for a
one-day session to advance addi-
tional Helene recovery legislation.

Lawmakers unanimously ap-
proved two weeks ago a $273 mil-

lion package that also included lan-
guage to provide flexibility to state
agencies, displaced residents and
officials running elections in 25
western counties. Thirty-nine of
the state’s 100 counties are within
the federally declared disaster ar-
ea.

State government coffers in-
clude several billion dollars that
canbeaccessed for future recovery
spending. Almost $4.5 billion is in
the state’s savings reserve alone.

Legislative leaders had not dis-
closed as of late Wednesday after-
noon specifics about what they
would attempt to pass Thursday.
Lawmakers were still reviewing
Cooper’srequest thattheyreceived
Tuesday, according to Lauren
Horsch, a spokesperson for Senate
leader Phil Berger. Any legislation
is unlikely to be the full package
presented by Cooper and State
Budget Director Kristin Walker.
After Thursday, legislators are ex-
pected to return to Raleigh on Nov.
19.

Quarter Pounders pulled at

Associated Press
McDonald’s worked Wednesday
to reassure customers that its U.S.
restaurants are safe as federal in-
vestigators tried to pinpoint the
cause of a deadly E. coli outbreak
linked to the fast-food giant’s Quar-

ter Pounder hamburgers.
McDonald’s pulled Quarter
Pounders from one-fifth of its U.S.
stores Tuesday as aresult of the out-
break, which the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
said had sickened at least 49 people
in 10 states. One person died and 10
were hospitalized, according to the

CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP

This Quarter Pounder sandwich
was purchased Wednesday at a
McDonald’s in Chicago.

some McDonald’s as E. coli cases probed

CDC.

A preliminary investigation by
the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion suggested fresh slivered onions
that are served raw on Quarter
Pounder hamburgers were a likely
source of the contamination. McDo-
nald’s also serves raw, slivered on-
ions on one of its breakfast sand-
wiches, but that sandwich isn’t
available at the impacted stores.
Other burgers, like the Big Mac, use
diced, cooked onions.

McDonald’s said it was searching
for anew regional supplier for fresh
onions. In the meantime, Quarter

Pounders were removed from me-
nus in Colorado, Kansas, Utah,
Wyoming, and portions of Idaho, Io-
wa, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska,
Nevada, New Mexico and Oklaho-
ma.

Adriean Madden pulled up out-
side a McDonald’s outside Denver
on Wednesday but then decided
against it. He said he was unsure
how E. coli spreads or contaminates
other foods, and he thinks McDo-
nald’s should be more forthcoming.

“This affects my decision with
coming to McDonald’s in the fu-
ture,” Madden said. “I feel like the

information isn’t as widely spread. I
didn’t see any notices on the door,
and then I saw vehicles going
through the drive through just as if
nothing was going on.”

Coloradohashad the mostreport-
ed cases of any state so far, and it’s
where the one death occurred.

McDonald’s said it has worked
with federal food safety regulators
since late last week, when it was
alerted to the potential outbreak.
The company said the scope of the
problem and the popularity of its
products have complicated efforts
to find the contamination source.
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By Davip KLEPPER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — New rules
from the White House on the use
of artificial intelligence by U.S.
national security and spy agen-
cies aim to balance the technol-
ogy’s immense promise with the
need to protect against its risks.

The rules that were being an-
nounced Thursday are designed
to ensure that national security
agencies can access the latest
and most powerful AI while also
mitigating its misuse, according

security

to Biden administration officials
who briefed reporters on condi-
tion of anonymity under ground
rules set by the White House.
Recent advances in artificial
intelligence have been hailed as
potentially transformative for a
long list of industries and sectors,
including military, national se-
curity and intelligence. But there
are risks to the technology’s use
by government, including possi-
bilities it could be harnessed for
mass surveillance, cyberattacks
or even lethal autonomous de-

agencies get new Al rules

vices.

The new policy framework will
prohibit certain uses of Al, such
as any applications that would vi-
olate constitutionally protected
civil rights or any system that
would automate the deployment
of nuclear weapons.

The rules also are designed to
promote responsible use of Al by
directing national security and
spy agencies to use the most ad-
vanced systems that also safe-
guard American values, the offi-
cials said.

Other provisions call for im-
proved security of the nation’s
computer chip supply chain and
direct intelligence agencies to
prioritize work to protect the
American industry from foreign
espionage campaigns.

The guidelines were created
following an ambitious executive
order signed by President Joe Bi-
den last year that directed feder-
al agencies to create policies for
how AI could be used.

Officials said the rules are
needed not only to ensure that Al

is used responsibly but also to
encourage the development of
new Al systems and see that the
U.S. keeps up with China and
other rivals also working to har-
ness the technology’s power.

Lethal autonomous drones,
which are capable of taking out
an enemy at their own discretion,
remain a key concern about the
military use of Al Last year, the
U.S. issued a declaration calling
for international cooperation on
setting standards for autonomous
drones.

LiNDsey WAssoN/AP

Boeing employees, including assembler Tyrone Hipolito, center, work the picket line after union members
voted to reject a new contract offer from the company Wednesday in Renton, Wash.

No end for Boeing labor strike as
workers reject latest proposal

Associated Press

SEATTLE — Boeing factory
workers voted against the compa-
ny’s latest contract offer and re-
main on the picket lines six weeks
into a strike that has stopped pro-
duction of the aerospace giant’s
bestselling jetliners.

Local union leaders in Seattle
said 64% of members of the Inter-
national Association of Machinists
and Aerospace Workers who cast
ballots Wednesday voted against
accepting the contract offer.

“After 10 years of sacrifices, we
still have ground to make up, and
we’re hopeful to do so by resuming
negotiations promptly,” Jon Hol-
den, the head of the IAM District
751 union, said in a statement
Wednesday evening. “This is
workplace democracy — and also
clear evidence that there are con-
sequences when a company mis-
treats its workers year after year.”

A spokesperson for Boeing said

officials didn’t have a comment on
the vote.

The labor standoff comes dur-
ing an already challenging year
for Boeing, which became the fo-
cus of multiple federal investiga-
tions after a door panel blew off a
737 Max plane during an Alaska
Airlines flight in January.

The strike has deprived the
company of much-needed cash
that it gets from delivering new
planes to airlines. On Wednesday,
the company reported a third-
quarter loss of more than $6 bil-
lion.

Union machinists assemble the
737 Max, Boeing’s best-selling air-
liner, along with the 777 or “triple-
seven” jet and the 767 cargo plane
at factories in Renton and Everett,
Wash.

The latest rejected offer includ-
ed pay raises of 35% over four
years. The version that union
members rejected when they vot-

ed to strike last month featured a
25% increase over four years.

The union, which initially de-
manded 40% pay boosts over three
years, said the annual raises in the
revised offer would total 39.8%,
when compounded.

Boeing has said that average an-
nual pay for machinists is current-
ly $75,608.

Boeing workers told Associated
Press reporters that a sticking
point was the company’s refusal to
restore a traditional pension plan
that was frozen a decade ago.

“The pension should have been
the top priority. We all said that
was our top priority, along with
wage,” Larry Best, a customer-
quality coordinator with 38 years
at Boeing, said on a picket line out-
side a Boeing factory in Everett.
“Now is the prime opportunity in a
prime time to get our pension
back, and we all need to stay out
and dig our heels in.”

EPA imposes stricter
standards to protect
Kids from lead paint

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Two weeks
after setting a nationwide dead-
line for removal of lead pipes, the
Biden administration is imposing
strict new limits on dust from
lead-based paint in older homes
and child-care facilities.

A final rule announced Thurs-
day by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency sets limits on lead
dust on floors and window sills in
pre-1978 residences and child-
care facilities to levels so low
they cannot be detected.

Paint that contains lead was
banned in 1978, but more than 30
million American homes are be-
lieved to still contain it, including
nearly 4 million homes where
children under the age of 6 live.
Lead paint can chip off when it
deteriorates or is disturbed, espe-
cially during home remodeling or
renovation.

“There is no safe level of lead,”
said Michal Freedhoff, EPA’s as-
sistant administrator for chemi-
cal safety and pollution preven-
tion. The new rule will bring the
United States “closer to eradicat-
ing lead-based paint hazards
from homes and child care facil-
ities once and for all,” she said.

The EPA estimates the new
rule will reduce the lead expo-
sures of up to 1.2 million people
per year, including 178,000 to
326,000 children under age 6.

Lead is a neurotoxin that can
irreversibly harm brain develop-
ment in children, lower 1Q, cause
behavioral problems and lead to
lifelong health effects. It also af-
fects other organs, including the
liver and kidneys.

The new rule, which takes ef-
fect early next year, targets lev-
els of lead dust generated by
paint. Currently, 10 micrograms
per square foot is considered
hazardous on floors, and a con-
centration 10 times that high is
considered hazardous on window

sills. The new rule brings both of
those levels down to no detecta-
ble lead.

The proposed rule also would
reduce what level is allowed
when a lead-abatement contrac-
tor finishes work on a property
where lead has been identified as
a problem. These levels would be
S micrograms per square foot on
the floor and 40 micrograms per
square foot for sills.

Individuals and firms that per-
form abatement work must be
certified and follow specific work
practices. Testing is required af-
terward to ensure dust-lead lev-
els are below the new standards.

Environmental justice and
public health experts called the
EPA rule long overdue, noting
that lead poisoning dispropor-

tionately affects low-income
communities and communities of
color.

“We can all breathe a little eas-
ier now that the EPA has signif-
icantly lowered its dust lead stan-
dard to protect children,” said
Peggy Shepard, co-founder and
executive director of WE ACT
for Environmental Justice, a New
York-based advocacy group.

Shepard, who serves on the
White House Environmental Jus-
tice Advisory Council, said public
health experts have long under-
stood there is no safe level of lead
in a child’s blood, yet New York
state leads the nation in cases of
children with elevated blood lev-
els. Black children in Harlem liv-
ing below the poverty line are
twice as likely to suffer from lead
poisoning as poor white children,
she said.

The U.S. government has grad-
ually been reducing the standard
for what counts as poisonous lev-
els of lead in children’s blood,
with the most recent change oc-
curring in 2021. But the EPA rule
marks an effort to take more
proactive action.
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OPINION

Sinwar envisioned a Palestine as Jew-free

By CHARLES LANE
The Washington Post

here’s controversy over the slogan

“Fromtherivertothe sea, Palestine

will be free,” which protesters

around the world have been chant-
ing since Hamas committeditsmassacreinIs-
raelon Oct. 7,2023, and Israel responded with
amassive military campaign in Gaza.

A month after Hamas’ attack, 64 members
of Congress denounced the slogan as, in part,a
call for “genocide of the Jewish people.” The
American Jewish Committee calls it “a rally-
ing cry for terrorist groups and their sympa-
thizers.” Rep. Rashida Tlaib, D-Mich., formal-
ly censured by the House over her use of the
phrase, has countered thatit is “an aspiration-
al call for freedom, human rights, and peace-
ful coexistence, not death, destruction, or
hate.” The American-Arab Anti-Discrimina-
tion Commiittee said it’s “a demand for demo-
cratic coexistence between Jews and Arabs.”

Perhaps it would help to consider what Ya-
hyaSinwarmade ofthis allusion totheland be-
tween the Jordan and the Mediterranean. The
erstwhile Hamas chief and mastermind of the
Oct. 7 slaughter articulated his interpretation
roughly three years before Israeli troops
killed him in Gaza last week.

First, some context: Sinwar apparently be-
gan planning the Oct. 7, 2023, attack not long
after May 20, 2021, when a cease-fire ended a
bloody 11-day battle in Gaza between Israel
and Hamas.

Recent reports in The Washington Post and
elsewhere, based on captured Hamas docu-
ments, show that Sinwar envisioned the Oct. 7
operation as a go-for-broke effort to ignite a
wider regional war that would topple Israel.
Through other Hamas cadres, Sinwarlobbied
for military support from Lebanon’s Hezbol-
lah and Iran itself, telling representatives of
the Tehran regime, “we will uproot this mon-

strous entity.”

What hasreceived less attention is Sinwar’s
detailed preparation for ruling a new Palesti-
nian state after a victory he regarded as all but
inevitable — “nigh,” he wrote in 2021. This ap-
pears to have begun at roughly the same time
as planning for the attack itself. Specifically,
Sinwar sponsored the “first strategic vision
conference” of the Promise of the Hereafter
Institute, a Hamas-led organization, at the
Commodore Hotel in Gaza, on Sept. 30, 2021.

In an address to the meeting that Sinwar
wrote, but which a Hamas Politburo member
read for him, Sinwar affirmed that “the heart
of Hamas’s strategic vision” was “full libera-
tion of Palestine from the seatotheriver.” (He
reversed the orderof reference tothe bodies of
water.) Sinwar was quite clear that this “vi-
sion” meant neither a two-state solution nor
coexistence but “the Palestinian refugees’ re-
turn to their homeland, and the establishment
of a Palestinian state with full sovereignty over
its lands, with Jerusalem as its capital.” (Pal-
estinian media reported the event contempo-
raneously; quotations are from MEMRI, a
pro-Israel nonprofit that translates Arabic-
language media.)

Asforthe 7.2 million Jews (46% of the world
Jewish population of 15.7 million) who would
remain under what Sinwar called Hamas’
“control,” the conference weighed the fate of
these “Jewish settlers on Palestinian land”
with remarkable specificity.

In a final report titled “The Concluding
Statement Of The ‘Promise Of The Hereafter’
Conference,” it proposed different treatments
for different categories of people.

Israelis who fought Hamas “must be
killed,” the document noted, although anyone
“fleeing” could “be left alone or be prosecuted
for his crimes in the judicial arena.”

“Educated Jews and experts in the areas of
medicine, engineering, technology, and civil-

ian and military industry” would have a spe-
cial status, however. They would be “retained
... for some time” and “not be allowed toleave
and take with them the knowledge and experi-
ence that they acquired while living in our
land and enjoyingitsbounty.” The implication
is that they would serve the new Hamas regi-
me, voluntarily or otherwise.

Finally, an interim government would seize
Israel’s intelligence files and find “the names
of the recruiters, Jewish and non-Jewish, in
the country and abroad,” so that Hamas could
“purge Palestine and the Arab and Islamic
homeland of the hypocrite scum that spread
corruption in the land. This important infor-
mation will enable us to pursue the fleeing
criminals who massacred our people.” This
subject was probably of special interest to Sin-
war, since he came up through Hamas ranks
asasecurity specialist obsessed with ferreting
out suspected Israeli informants — some of
whom he personally murdered.

The document also considered how to han-
dle “a peaceful individual who gives himself
up and canbe [either] integrated or given time
toleave. Thisis anissue that requires deep de-
liberation and a display of the humanism that
hasalways characterized Islam.” In context, it
seems these phrases were intended as moder-
ate or reassuring. In the light of what hap-
pened to many peaceful individuals on Oct. 7,
though, they have a rather different impact.

Israel destroyed and erased from the map.
Its Jewish inhabitants killed, expelled or
forced to work for their conquerors. Untold
Palestinians and other non-Jewish people
subjected to a witch hunt for “hypocrite
scum.” Whatever future anyone else might
imagine between the river and the sea, this is
the one for which Sinwar died —and killed.

Charles Lane is a deputy opinion editor and columnist for The
Washington Post.

What it meant to

By LEO6N KrRAUZE
Special to The Washington Post

ernando Valenzuela was my child-

hood idol. Like many Mexican kids

of my generation, I grew up watch-

ing him pitch, mesmerized by his
calm demeanor and his peculiar windup —
gazing skyward before delivering an inde-
cipherable screwball.

In 1981, my father promised me a trip to Los
Angelestosee Valenzuelain personifIearned
good grades. Against all odds, we made it to
Dodger Stadium. The entire place seemed to
resonate with Fernando’s name.

Valenzuela died at the age of 63 on Tuesday,
three days before the start of the World Series
between the Yankees and his beloved Dodg-
ers.

Thelasttimethese twoiconicteamsclashed
inthe World Serieswasin1981. That seasonre-
mains etched in history for many reasons, but
none more memorable than the rise of Valen-
zuela himself and the phenomenon known as
“Fernandomania.”

The 1981 season was extraordinary for the
Dodgers, not only because of their champion-
ship winbutalsobecause of Valenzuela, thena
20-year-old left-handed youngster from Etch-
ohuaquila, asmall towninthe Mexican state of
Sonora. He began his first full electrifying sea-
son in Los Angeles with an incredible streak,
winning his first eight starts, with five
shutouts.

Valenzuela was a sensation. Wherever the

me when El Toro took the mound

Dodgers played, stadiums often sold out to see
him pitch. Millions followed his games in the
United States and Mexico, where he became
anidol almost overnight. His success resonat-
ed deeply with the Hispanic community in Los
Angeles, bridging a divide between the Dodg-
ers and Latino fans, many of whom still re-
membered the painful evictions decades ear-
lier for the construction of Dodger Stadium at
Chavez Ravine.

While other Latino players had been popu-
lar, Valenzuela graced magazine covers, ap-
peared on television shows and became a
sought-after figure for endorsements. He be-
came an ambassador for baseball and a trail-
blazer for generations of Latino athletes.

Through it all, he smiled with an endearing
shyness.

The peak of Valenzuela’s incredible season
came during the 1981 World Series. The Dodg-
ers and the Yankees faced off in a rematch of
the 1977 and 1978 Series, both of which New
York had won.

The Dodgerslost the first two gamesin New
York. A third loss, and in Los Angeles, might
have been insurmountable. But manager
Tommy Lasorda trusted his star rookie with
the ball.

At 20 years old, Valenzuela became one of
the youngest pitchers to start a World Series
game. Facing giants such as Dave Winfield
and Reggie Jackson, he must have felt enor-
mous pressure. He didn’t show it. Despite
early struggles with hiscommand, Valenzuela

dug deep, pitching a complete game and lead-
ing the Dodgersto a S-4 victory. By the end, he
had thrown an astounding 146 pitches, un-
heard of in today’s game. Game 3 shifted the
series’ momentum.

The Dodgers went on to win the final three
games — winning their first championship
since1965. For Dodger fans, especially the Los
Angeles Hispanic community, the title held
even greater significance.

Thirty-five yearslater, while workingin Los
Angeles, I had the chance to interview Valen-
zuela, who had gone on to become a beloved
commentator for the Dodgers. Meeting him
feltsurreal. Istillremembered the excitement
surrounding the young man from Sonora who
could barely speak English yet captivated two
countries at once. I could recite the full 1981
Dodgers lineup from memory.

I asked him how he had managed the im-
mense pressure of Game 3. Valenzuela,aman
of few words, simply tapped his left arm and
said, “I knew what I had here.”

Hehadstudied the Yankees’ hittersand was
ready for the challenge. His leftarm became a
symbolofresilience, and the “bull from Etcho-
huaquila” secured his place in baseball histo-

ry.

Jack Flaherty, a pitcher who grew up a few
miles from Dodger Stadium, will start for the
Dodgers on Friday. Perhaps, on his windup,
he might briefly glance toward the sky.

Ledn Krauze is a Mexican journalist, author and news anchor.
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Gaza shelter hit; cease-fire talks to resume

Associated Press

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip —
An Israeli strike on a school where
displaced people were sheltering in
the central Gaza Strip killed at least
17 people on Thursday, nearly all
women and children, Palestinian
medical officials said.

The strike came as U.S. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken said Israel
had accomplished its objective of
“effectively dismantling” Hamas,
and that negotiations over a cease-
fire and the release of dozens of Is-
raeli hostages would resume in the
coming days.

Another42 people were wounded
in the strike in the built-up Nuseirat
refugee camp, according to the Aw-
da Hospital, which received the ca-
sualties. Among the dead were 13
children under the age of 18 and
three women, according to the hos-
pital’srecords.

The Israeli military said it target-
ed Hamas militants inside the

school, without providing evidence.
Israel hascarried out several strikes
onschools-turned-sheltersinrecent
months, saying it precisely targets
militants hiding outamongcivilians.
The strikes often kill women and
children.

Blinken, speaking to reporters in
Qatar, which has served as a key
mediator between Israel and Ha-
mas, said negotiators would recon-
vene “in the coming days.”

“What we really have to deter-
mine is whether Hamasis prepared
toengage,” he said on his 11th visit to
the region since the start of the war,

The United States hopes to renew
the negotiations after Israeli forces
killed top Hamas leader Yahya Sin-
war in Gaza last week, but neither
side has shown any sign of moderat-
ing its demands from months of ne-
gotiations that sputtered to a halt
over the summer.

Blinken also announced an addi-
tional $135 million in U.S. aid to the

Palestinians, while again urging Is-
rael to allow more assistance to en-
ter the territory.

Health workers in besieged
northern Gaza meanwhile warned
of a catastrophic situation there,
where Israel has been waging an air
and ground offensive for more than
two weeks.

Hundreds of people have been
killed and tens of thousands have
fled their homes in northern Gazain
recent days. The Israeli military
says it is battling Hamas fighters
who regrouped in the north, which
was one of the first targets of the
ground offensive at the start of the
war.

Dr. Hossam Abu Safiyeh, direc-
tor of Kamal Adwan Hospital, said
in a video message released
Wednesday that some 150 wounded
people were being treated there, in-
cluding 14 childreninintensive care
or the neonatal department.

“There is a very large number of

wounded people,and we lose atleast
one person every hour because of
the lack of medical supplies and
medical staff,” he said.

“Our ambulances can’t transfer
wounded people,” he said. “Those
who can arrive by themselves to the
hospital receive care, but those who
don’tjust die in the streets.”

Footage shared with The Associ-
ated Press shows medical stafftend-
ing to premature babies and several
older children in hospital beds,
some with severe burns. Onechildis
seen attached to a breathing ma-
chine, with bandages on her face
and flies hovering over her.

“We are providing the bare mini-
mumtopatients. Everyoneispaying
the price of what is happening now
innorthern Gaza,” AbuSafiyehsaid.

The Civil Defense, first respon-
ders who operate under the Hamas-
run government, said they had sus-
pended operations in the north.
They said Israeli forces fired on one

of their teams in the town of Beit La-
hiya after ordering them to relocate
to the Indonesian Hospital, where
troops are stationed.

Three Civil Defense members
were wounded in the strike, and a
firetruck was destroyed, it said.

There was no immediate com-
ment from the Israeli military onthe
allegations.

The war began when Hamas-led
militants stormed into southern Is-
rael on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some
1,200 people, mostly civilians, and
abducting another 250. Around 100
hostages are still inside Gaza, a third
of whom are believed to be dead.

Israel’s retaliatory offensive has
killed over 42,000 Palestinians, ac-
cording to Gaza’s Health Ministry,
which does not say how many were
combatants but says women and
children make up more than halfthe
fatalities. The Israeli military says it
haskilled over 17,000 fighters, with-
out providing evidence.

Putin presides over BRICS summit
seeking to expand Russia’s clout

Associated Press

KAZAN, Russia— Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on Thursday
presided at the closing session of a
summit of the BRICS bloc of devel-
oping economies, praisingitsrole as
a counterbalance to what he called
the West’s “perverse methods.”

The three-day summit in the city
of Kazan covered the deepening of
financial cooperation, including the
development of alternatives to
Western-dominated payment sys-
tems, efforts to settle regional con-
flicts and expansion of the BRICS
group of nations.

The alliance that initially includ-
ed Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa when it was founded in
2009 hasexpanded toembrace Iran,
Egypt, Ethiopia, the United Arab
Emirates and Saudi Arabia.

The summit was attended by
leaders or representatives of 36
countries, highlighting the failure of
U.S.-led efforts to isolate Russia
over its actions in Ukraine. The
Kremlin touted the summit as “the
largest foreign policy event ever
held” by Russia.

Speaking at what was dubbed the
“BRICS Plus” session, which in-

Maxim SHEMETOV/AP

Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian President Vladimir
Putin, right, speak at BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, on Thursday.

cluded countries that are consider-
ing joining the bloc, Putin accused
the West of trying to stem the power
of the Global South with “illegal uni-
lateral sanctions, blatant protection-
ism, manipulation of currency and
stock markets, and relentless for-
eigninfluence ostensibly promoting
democracy, human rights, and the
climate change agenda.”

“Such perverse methods and ap-
proaches — to put it bluntly — lead

to the emergence of new conflicts
and the aggravation of old disagree-
ments,” Putinsaid. “One example of
this is Ukraine, which is being used
to create critical threats to Russia’s
security, while ignoring our vital in-
terests, ourjustconcerns,and thein-
fringement of the rights of Russian-
speaking people.”

China’s President Xi Jinping has
emphasized the bloc’s role in ensur-
ing global security.

Turkey strikes Kurdish
targets for a second day

Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey
struck suspected Kurdish militant
targetsin Syriaand Iraq forasecond
day on Thursday following an attack
on the premises of a key defense
company thatkilled atleast five peo-
ple, the state-run news agency re-
ported.

TheNational Intelligence Organi-
zation targeted “strategic locations”
used by the Kurdistan Workers’
Party, PKK, or by Syrian Kurdish
militia that are affiliated with the
militants, the Anadolu Agency re-
ported. The targets included mili-
tary,intelligence, energy andinfras-
tructure facilities and ammunition
depots, thereport said. A security of-
ficial said armed drones were used
in Thursday’s strikes.

On Wednesday, Turkey’s air
force carried out airstrikes against
similartargetsinnorthern Syriaand
northern Iraq, hours after govern-
ment officials blamed the deadly at-
tack at the headquarters of the aero-
space and defense company TU-
SAS, on the PKK.

Defense Minister Yasar Guler
said Thursday that 47 alleged PKK
targets were destroyed in Wednes-
day’s airstrikes — 29 in Iraq and 18

in Syria.

The assailants — a man and a
woman — arrived at the TUSAS
premises on the outskirts of Ankara
in a taxi they commandeered after
killing its driver, reports said.
Armed with assault rifles, they set
off explosives and opened fire, kill-
ing four people at TUSAS, including
a security guard and a mechanical
engineer. Security teams were dis-
patched as soon as the attack started
at around 3:30 pm, the interior min-
ister said. The two assailants were
also killed and more than 20 people
were injured in the attack.

There was no immediate state-
ment from the PKK on the attack or
the Turkish airstrikes.

In Syria, the main U.S.-backed
force said Turkish strikes in the
north of the country killed 12 civil-
ians and wounded 2S. The Kurdish-
led Syrian Democratic Forces said
Turkish warplanes and drones
struck bakeries, power stations, oil
facilities and police checkpoints.

The PKK hasbeen fighting for au-
tonomy in southeast Turkey in a
conflict that has killed tens of thou-
sands of people since the 1980s. It is
considered aterrorist group by Tur-
key and its Western allies.

Venice extends day-tripper tax into 2025

Associated Press

ROME — Venice will extend its
day-tripper tax through next year,
increasing the number of days on
which tourists have to pay to enter
the Italian city and doubling the fee
to10 euros ($10.80) for last-minute
visitors, city officials said on
Thursday.

Mayor Luigi Brugnaro stressed
thatthetaxaimstohelpthecityand
its citizens battle overtourism and
avoid huge influxes of visitors dur-
ing crowded holidays and week-
ends.

The new tax will be applied ev-
ery Friday through Sunday and on
holidays from April 18-July 27 of

next year, for a total of 54 days.
That’s almost double the number
of days it was applied this year.
Tourists who don’t make reserva-
tionsup tofourdaysinadvance will
pay 10 euros ($10.80) instead of the
usual S euros ($5.40).

The tax will be in force during
peakhours, from8.30a.m.to4p.m.
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Sensational mass trial in France
shines dark hght on rape culture

By DIANE JEANTET
Associated Press

AVIGNON, France — They are,
on the face of it, the most ordinary
of men. Yet they’re all on trial
charged with rape. Fathers,
grandfathers, husbands, workers
and retirees — S0 in all — accused
of taking turns on the drugged and
inert body of Gisele Pelicot while
her husband recorded the horror
for his swelling private video li-
brary.

The harrowing and unprece-
dented trial in France is exposing
how pornography, chatrooms and
men’s disdain for or hazy under-
standing of consent is fueling rape
culture. The horror isn’t simply
that Dominique Pelicot, in his own
words, arranged for men to rape
his wife, it’s that he also had no dif-
ficulty finding dozens of them to
take part.

Among the nearly two dozen de-
fendants who testified during the
trial’s first seven weeks was
Ahmed T. — French defendants’
full last names are generally with-
held until conviction. The married
plumber with three kids and five
grandchildren said he wasn’t par-
ticularly alarmed that Pelicot
wasn’t moving when he visited her
and her now-ex-husband’s house
in the small Provence town of Ma-
zan in 2019.

It reminded him of porn he had
watched featuring women who
“pretend to be asleep and don’t re-
act,” he said.

Like him, many other defen-
dants told the court that they
couldn’t have imagined that Do-
minique Pelicot was drugging his
wife, and that they were told she

Lewis JoLy/AP

A man rides a bicycle in front of a banner reading: “A rape is a rape,”
in Avignon, southern France, on Oct. 16.

was a willing participant acting
out a kinky fantasy. Dominique
Pelicot denied this, telling the
court his co-defendants knew ex-
actly what the situation was.

For the first time since early in
the trial, Gisele Pelicot spoke
Wednesday about her husband’s
“immeasurable” betrayal, and ex-
pressed sympathy for the wives,
mothers and sisters of his S0 co-
defendants, French media report-
ed.

“I always wanted to pull you up,
toward the light,” she said, ad-
dressing her ex-husband. “You
have chosen the depths of the hu-
man soul.”

Céline Piques, a spokesperson
of the feminist group Osez le Fé-
minisme!, or Dare Feminism! said
she’s convinced that many of the
men on trial were inspired or per-

verted by porn, including videos
found on popular websites. Al-
though some sites have started
cracking down on search terms
such as “unconscious,” hundreds
of videos of men having sex with
seemingly passed out women can
be found online, she said.

Piques was particularly struck
by the testimony of a tech expert
at the trial who had found the
search terms “asleep porn” on Do-
minique Pelicot’s computer.

Last year, French authorities
registered 114,000 victims of sex-
ual violence, including more than
25,000 reported rapes. But ex-
perts say most rapes go unreport-
ed due to a lack of tangible evi-
dence: About 80% of women don’t
press charges, and 80% of the ones
who do see their case dropped be-
fore it is investigated.

Philippines swamped
by floods, landslides
from tropical storm

By Jim GoMEZ
Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Wide-
spread flooding and landslides set
off by a tropical storm in the north-
eastern Philippines on Thursday
left at least 24 people dead, swept
away cars and prompted author-
ities to scramble for motorboats to
rescue trapped villagers, some on
roofs.

The government shut down
schools and offices — except those
urgently needed for disaster re-
sponse — for the second day on the
entire main island of Luzon to pro-
tect millions of people after Trop-
ical Storm Trami slammed into
the country’s northeastern prov-
ince of Isabela after midnight.

The storm began to move away
from the coast of the northwestern
Philippine province of Ilocos Sur
toward the South China Sea on
Thursday afternoon with sus-
tained winds of up to S9 mph and
gusts up to 71 mph. It was blowing
southwestward and could
strengthen into a typhoon over the
South China Sea, according to
state forecasters.

At least 24 people died, mostly
due to drowning in the hard-hit Bi-
col region and nearby Quezon
province but the toll was expected
to rise as towns and villages isolat-
ed by flooding and roads blocked
by landslides and toppled trees
manage to send out reports, police
and provincial officials said.

Most of the storm deaths were
reported in the six-province Bicol
region, southeast of Manila, where
at least 21 people died, including 8
residents in Naga city, which was
inundated by flash floods as Trami
was approaching Tuesday, dump-
ing more than two months’ worth
of rainfall in just 24 hours at high
tide, regional police chief Brig.
Gen. Andre Dizon and other offi-
cials said.

While thousands of villagers,
who were trapped in floodwaters,
have been rescued by government
forces, many more needed to be
saved Thursday in the Bicol re-
gion, including some on roofs.
About 1,500 police officers have
been deployed for disaster-miti-
gation work, Dizon said.

“We can’t rescue them all at
once because there are so many
and we need additional motor-
boats,” Dizon told The Associated
Press by telephone. “We’re look-
ing for ways to deliver food and
water to those who were trapped
but could not be evacuated right
away.”

Flash floods swept away and
submerged cars in some parts of
Naga city while mudflows from
Mayon, one of the country’s 24 ac-
tive volcanoes, in nearby Albay
province, engulfed several vehi-
cles, Dizon said.

Stormy weather remained in
the region, hampering relief ef-
forts, officials said.
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WEEKEND: LIFESTYLE

Behind the scenes at the Toy aII of Fame

How museum curators get the year’s
new inductees and how they choose
what they will permanently display

By CAROLYN THOMPSON
Associated Press
hen curators at the National Toy Hall of
Fame learned last fall that the Fisher-Price
Corn Popper had been voted in as part of
the class of 2023, they knew they had some
serious work to do.

With a formal induction ceremony approaching, they
would have to figure out how to showcase the beloved
toddler push toy with colorful balls that ricochet around a
clear dome.

It isn’t as simple as going to Walmart and pulling one
off the shelves: The hall, part of the The Strong National
Museum of Play in Rochester, N.Y., aims to show how its
toys have endured and evolved over the years — pieces
go from wood to plastic, electronics are added.

That means digging through archives, auctions, the
internet and garage sales to hunt for an original, or one
close to it — a process repeated with each new hall of
fame inductee.

“We want some recognizable things currently on the
market, but we also want people to say, ‘Oh, I had one of
those!”” said Christopher Bensch, chief curator at the
Strong museum, which is a larger-than-life interactive
toybox for kids and adults.

For example, when the jigsaw puzzle was inducted in
2002, they added one of the world’s first versions, a map
of Europe pasted onto a thin mahogany board from 1766,
alongside a child’s Donald Duck board puzzle from 1990.
Not all of the toys inducted into the hall are specific prod-
ucts, either — 2021’s inductee was simply “sand.”

In the case of the Corn Popper, the curators needed to
find something recognizable to generations. The toy has
been around since 1957 and more than 36 million have
been sold, according to Fisher-Price. Nearly 650,000
visitors would arrive over the next year to view it and the
hall of fame’s other vaunted toys.

Vaults, garage sales, eBay

After being voted in by experts and fans, many hall of
fame toys are pulled for permanent display from the
museum’s vast archives.

The honorees are usually so iconic — the Barbie doll,
the teddy bear, checkers — that the odds are good there
will be multiples among the half-million or so objects
already in the ever-expanding collection.

But staff is always on the lookout for playthings worth
saving — keeping an eye on eBay and garage and estate
sales, especially if a toy is already in, or seems bound for,
the hall of fame.

With new toys on the market all the time, curators can
only guess what might be the next Etch A Sketch, a me-
chanical drawing toy that’s still popular and virtually
unchanged after 100 years, and which toys will fizzle.

“We want to be the repository for them, for the nation
or the world,” Bensch said. “That’s why we have 1,500
yo-yos in our collection, or 8,000 jigsaw puzzles,” he said,
naming two past inductees.

Some of the stored board games, stuffed animals, doll
houses and other molded, cast and carved reminders of
childhood have been donated by manufacturers. Others
come from private collectors following a death, divorce or
move. A parent recently donated a collection of 1,600
American Girl dolls and accessories after their child
outgrew them.

Some items are pursued at auction, the way a fine art
museum might acquire a masterpiece. That’s how The
Strong landed one of its most prized possessions, an origi-
nal Monopoly set, hand-painted on oil cloth in 1933 by
inventor Charles Darrow before the game went into mass
production. With Monopoly in the hall of fame since 1998,
the winning $146,500 bid at Sotheby’s in 2010 was over
budget — but worth it.
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Christopher Bensch, chief curator at The Strong National Museum of Play, stands among shelves of toys and games
Oct. 15 in a storage area below the museum in Rochester, N.Y. Curators looking to showcase National Toy Hall of
Fame inductees dig through the museum’s vast archives as well as auctions, the internet, estate and garage sales.

“We want some recognizable
things currently on the market,
but we also want people to
say, ‘Oh, | had one of those!’”

Christopher Bensch
chief curator at The Strong National Museum of Play,
speaking of the National Toy Hall of Fame’s aim for displays

“We’re the National Museum of Play. If we were the
Henry Ford Museum and we didn’t have the first Model
T, we would kick ourselves ever after,” Bensch said.

An eBay find

Babies have been toddling behind Fisher-Price Corn
Poppers for more than 60 years, but finding a “historic”
one in pristine, museum-display condition proved chal-
lenging.

“Those are toys that get used pretty hard,” Bensch said,
“especially early versions with that plastic dome and the
wooden balls hitting against it. Those did not survive in
great condition.”

What eventually went on display were two versions.
One is a 1980 model purchased on eBay from a woman in
Canada, who likely has no idea her castaway — its wear
and tear evident in its dinged-up and slightly cloudy
dome — is now a museum piece. The other is a shiny new
version that is still on store shelves for about $12, with a
sleeker blue handle and beefier red wheels that reflect
slight design changes over the years.

“It was hard to find a photogenic one that went back
more than a few decades,” Bensch said. “I’'m not sure we
eventually got one that was as old as we wished for, just
because they had been so well loved.”

What makes a toy a hall of famer?

Each year, a new class of toys makes it into the hall of
fame, the culmination of an annual process that invites
anyone to nominate their favorite toy online.

Museum staff culls the nominees to 12 finalists before a
panel of experts votes in the winners. Eighty-four toys

Fisher-Price Corn Popper toys are displayed in the hall of
fame. Curators chose a dinged-up and slightly cloudy
model from 1980 and a new version that’s still in stores
with a sleeker blue handle and beefier red wheels.

have earned the honor since the hall opened in 1998.

Nominees can be as lasting as steel Erector set cre-
ations, inducted in 1998, or as fleeting as bubbles blown
through a plastic wand, honored in 2014.

Many inductees are a reminder that the true value of a
toy isn’t necessarily in the price, but the play. In 2008, an
ordinary stick from a tree — but a no-cost sword or magic
wand to a child — was inducted into the hall, but Flexible
Flyer sleds and the Rubik’s Cube did not make the cut
that year. The Easy-Bake Oven was bypassed in 2005 —
by the cardboard box it might have been shipped in.

The museum received 2,400 nominations for 382 differ-
ent toys for the class of 2024.

This year’s 12 finalists include Apples to Apples, bal-
loons and the trampoline. Also: “Choose Your Own Ad-
venture” books, Hess Toy Trucks, remote-controlled
vehicles, the stick horse, Phase 10, Sequence and the
Pokémon Trading Card Game, and two perennial nomi-
nees, My Little Pony figures — a seven-time finalist —
and Transformers action figures.

From them, a chosen few will be announced and honor-
ed in November, and the curators will begin their hunt all
over again.
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Focus Entertainment photos

In Warhammer 40,000: Space Marine 2, Demetrian Titus returns to continue the fight against the insectlike Tyranid aliens, and rescue leaders of the mysterious Project Aurora.

The space marines’ battle continues

Warhammer 40,000 sequel expands
setting, but still leverages rich, dark
science-fiction lore of original game

By GiesoN CacHO
The Mercury News

he original Warhammer 40,000: Space

Marine was forgettable. It didn’t leave a

strong impression despite the rich lore

that the project was embedded in, and
that’s a travesty because the Game Workshop title’s
dark sci-fi universe is one of the most fascinating
and original out there.

It’s filled with space orks, chaos demons and
highly advanced aeldari, to name a few factions.
Humanity is at the center of things, but it’s a grim
and militaristic version, with a religious zeal for
authority. Warhammer 40,000: Space Marine 2
drops players into this world as De-
metrian Titus, the protagonist of the
original. After his heroics in the orig-
inal, he was branded a heretic be-
cause of his unusual resistance to
corruption energies. He disappeared
from the records only to reappear
while trying to save the planet of
Kadaku from a Tyranid invasion.

The insectlike creatures are dangerous and that’s
proven when a Carnifex critically wounded him. He
was nearly dead but resurrected and ended up re-
united with his old faction of Ultramarines. He’s
tasked with jumping back into the fray with two
new squadmates Sergeant Gadriel and Brother
Chairon. They have to fend off waves of the highly
adaptable creatures and rescue leaders of a myste-
rious Project Aurora.

That leads to more conspiracy: The cobbled-to-
gether team must learn how to work together and
trust each other as it fights an endless horde and a
chaotic foe from Titus’ past.

The multiplayer modes of Warhammer 40,000: Space
Marine 2 are better than the main mode: In Operation

mode, players set off in a three-person squad to help
Titus in the central campaign.

Spicier ranged and melee combat

From the outset, Space Marine 2 establishes a distinct
vision as a third-person shooter, in which players attack
from range but can mix it up with a melee if needed.
Players deal with floods of Tyranid, an alien enemy that
overwhelms armies. As Titus, players are mostly ground
dwellers who have to blast enemies from afar, but when
they get in close, they can transition to using a melee
weapon.

Hand-to-hand combat presents its own hurdles as
players learn to parry and dodge attacks. The developer,
Saber Interactive, layers smart mechanics that accen-
tuate the combat without being too complex. For exam-
ple, players can parry adversaries easily if they hit their
block button when they see a blue circle alerting to an
incoming attack. After doing that, they can perform a
powerful blow with a pistol.

Another wrinkle is how health is recovered in combat.
When wading into a sea of enemies, players must con-
stantly swing their chain saw sword to stay alive because
eliminating the cannon fodder recovers health. In addi-
tion, Titus has an armor bar that gives players an extra
level of health, but when it crumbles under enemy at-
tacks, they can refill it by stunning foes and finishing
them off using an execution button.

Right weapons for the job

Weapons provide another element of strategy. Space
Marine 2 limits players to two firearms and a melee

weapon but it gives them ample opportunity to switch the
arms out. They’ll have to adapt their approach for each
level based on the environment and what they expect will
happen. If there’s an open area with long sight lines, it’s
best to pick a long-range Bolt Gun with a scope. If Titus
enters an underground area full of corridors, they’ll need
a Melta Rifle for those narrow areas.

Saber Interactive also switches up abilities to create
more variety. In a few levels, Titus and his crew don
Jump Packs that allow them to soar through the air and
attack adversaries from above. They’re used a few times
and create a nice verticality in some stages but sadly,
aren’t used enough.

The varied abilities and limited weapons prop up a
mission design that’s simplistic. The main campaign
doesn’t ask players to do too many complex tasks. In-
stead, Space Marine 2 leans heavily on the lore of the
Warhammer 40,000 universe to create epic moments.

An excellent co-op experience

Thankfully, that doesn’t extend to the multiplayer
modes, where players will spend the bulk of their time.
Eternal War is a decent competitive mode where players
of different classes battle each other while the excellent
Operations mode allows players to take on a role in al-
ternate squads who help Titus in the central campaign.
It’s sort of like the B-side of the main narrative.

Players choose from one of six classes in these cooper-
ative missions and set off in a three-person squad to ac-
complish an objective. This is where teamwork comes
into play as players face more difficult circumstances and
have to rely on the squad’s varied skills to survive. It’s
also filled with more complex tasks that require more
collaboration.

The main campaign can also be played cooperatively,
but what makes Operations mode different is that players
build out their own space marines. It also has progression
systems that let players put points into perk and weapons
trees; it also lets players customize a class toward a play-
style while also beefing it up for more difficult missions.

All of this creates a game that feels more fleshed out
and focused than the original while leveraging the rich
mythos of the Warhammer 40,000 universe.

Platforms: PC, PlayStation S, Xbox Series X/S

Online: tinyurl.com/bdhsb465
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Director Edward Berger, left, and actor Ralph Fiennes on the set of “Conclave.” Berger says he wanted the film to be like “All the President’s Men”: “It was my opportunity to make
a film like a political thriller from the ’70s — for Ralph to feel claustrophobic, to sit in a dark room and all we hear is the hum of a fluorescent light and his breath.”

Riveting and thoughtful adult-oriented
drama ‘Conclave’ and its star Fiennes
already top contenders for the Oscars

By JAKE COYLE
Associated Press

obert Harris had just completed a trilogy of

novels about Cicero when he watched the elec-

tion of Pope Benedict live on television. As a

chronicler of power and its mutations, the
scene — the Sistine Chapel smoke signaling a decision, of
course, but also the whole, secretive tableaux — fascinat-
ed him.

“Just before the pope comes out onto the balcony and
reveals himself, the windows on either side fill up with
the faces of the cardinal electors who had come to watch
him,” Harris says. “And the camera pans along the faces
— elderly, crafty, cunning, some benign, beatific. And I
thought: My god, that’s the Roman senate. That’s the old
men running the whole institution. I thought: There must
be stories here.”

That stoked Harris to write “Conclave,” a 2016 novel
that went inside the Vatican to imagine how “the ultimate
election,” as he calls it — with the added intrigue that the
contenders must pretend they don’t want to win — might
unfold.

As page-turning as Harris made his novel, it might not

Actor Isabella Rossellini, left, and Berger on set.

have seemed the stuff of Hollywood. A bunch of old men
in robes sitting inside and picking a pontiff is not your
average elevator pitch. But director Edward Berger’s
adaptation, starring Ralph Fiennes as the cardinal leading
the conclave, manages to be that rare thing in today’s
movie industry: a riveting, thoughtful, adult-oriented
drama acted out through dialogue by a sterling ensemble.

“Yeah, we used to have ’em. A lot. We don’t really have
’em anymore,” says Stanley Tucci, who co-stars as Cardi-
nal Bellini. “You have people who have been doing this
for a long time, so it’s a very mature film. If you take all of
our ages and add them up, well, I don’t want to know what
the number is.”

Going for the (papal) throne

“Conclave,” which Focus Features releases in theaters
Friday, has already been drafted into a runoff of its own.
The film, Berger’s follow-up to his Oscar-winning “All
Quiet on the Western Front,” is considered a top Acade-
my Awards contender, as is Fiennes, for what would be
his third nomination. (He’s never won.) In a Hollywood
that years ago lost belief in the midbudget adult drama,
can “Conclave” restore the faith?

“Conclave” wasn’t made with the Vatican’s involve-
ment; it was shot at the legendary Rome studio Cinecitta.
The film, made for about $20 million and scripted by
Peter Straughan, is primarily a procedural, albeit one
with a spiritual dimension.

“I wanted to make it like ‘All the President’s Men,””
Berger says. “It was my opportunity to make a film like a
political thriller from the *70s — for Ralph to feel claus-
trophobic, to sit in a dark room and all we hear is the hum
of a fluorescent light and his breath.”

To a large degree, it’s a movie that resides on Fiennes’
face. His Cardinal Lawrence spends much of the film
listening, strategizing and searching — himself as much
as anyone else — as he weighs rapidly shifting allegiances
and uncovered secrets. The smoke of “Conclave,” you
might say, is in close-ups of Fiennes, a master of the sub-
tle shifts of expression.

“When you know the camera is on you and it’s close,
that’s when you know your inner world has to speak,”
Fiennes says.

SEE PAPAL ON PAGE 17
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Berger’s ‘Conclave’
all about politics

Fiennes led-juicy, smartly crafted thriller riveting,
entertaining, but likely to ruffle Catholic feathers

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

n Edward Berger’s “Conclave,” the

selection of the pope is no holy af-

fair. Instead, it’s a petty, political

campaign carried out in secrecy,
where gossip flows, agendas are malleable
and loyalties are fleeting. All are there to
serve God, they say. But we all know how
helpful that has been in conflicts through-
out history. “Conclave” might not have
much new or interesting to say about the
Catholic Church, but it is a deliriously fun
watch in the way that tense, smart thrill-
ers with an ensemble of great actors can
be.

It’s fitting that Peter Straughan, who
cowrote the script for “Tinker Tailor Sol-
dier Spy,” was the one to adapt Robert
Harris’ 2016 novel, taking audiences in-
side the secretive halls of the Vatican in
the immediate aftermath of the pope’s
death. The film opens abruptly and effec-
tively on Ralph Fiennes’ back, walking
somewhere briskly. Nothing is said. You
don’t even see his face. But between Volk-
er Bertelmann’s heightened score and
Fiennes’ pace and tensed shoulders, the
mood is set. This, it is clear, is not going to
be a straightforward affair. Plus, some-
thing seems a little fishy about this death.

Fiennes plays Cardinal Thomas Law-
rence, the dean of the College of Cardi-
nals, whose duty is to oversee the election
of the next pope. That means gathering a
group of 100-some clergymen in Rome to
vote. With many dreaming of ascending to
the position, they’re secluded from the

outside world and left to their own devices
to lobby for support.

There are some formidable forces at
play following the death of a more liberal-
minded pope. Stanley Tucci’s Aldo Bellini
is a progressive hoping to evolve the
church dramatically. Sergio Castellitto’s
Goffredo Tedesco thinks they’ve gone
astray and wants to bring it back to the
days of Latin Mass and Italian leadership.
There’s also Lucian Msamati’s Joshua
Adeyemi, from Nigeria, who stands to
make history as the first Black pope but
whose views on homosexuality worry the
progressives. And finally, John Lithgow’s
slick but earnest Joseph Tremblay, who,
unlike Bellini, wears his ambition on his
sleeve. He also happened to be the last
official meeting on the pope’s schedule
before he died and delayed before calling
Lawrence with the news.

In a film business where youth still
reigns supreme, “Conclave” is a sympho-
ny of lovely aging faces. These actors
whose forehead lines don’t disappear at
rest are in full command of their instru-
ments showing a world of experience,
doubt and regret in any given glance.
Fiennes gets the majority of the close-ups,
as a man who is having to manage this
increasingly unwieldy proceeding while
also grappling with his own internal crisis.
He reveals to Bellini, who he hopes will be
selected, that he recently attempted to
resign. His request, he said, was denied.

And now he’s left dealing with a bunch
of babies in a conclave that is stretching
on longer than anyone would like. There

Focus FEATURES/AP photos

Ralph Fiennes plays Cardinal Thomas Lawrence, the dean of the College of Cardinals,
whose duty is to oversee the election of the next pope, in “Conclave.” Lawrence has to
manage an increasingly unwieldy proceeding while also grappling with an internal crisis.

Fiennes and Stanley Tucci, right, as
progressive Cardinal Aldo Bellini. Fiennes’
Lawrence hopes Bellini gets elected.
Lawrence reveals to Bellini that he also
recently attempted to resign.

are rumors of a withdrawn report of gross
misconduct, a sabotage plot and the sur-
prise arrival of a cardinal no one knew
existed: Carlos Diehz’s Vincent Benitez,
who was secretly appointed archbishop of
Kabul. With turmoil both on the streets
and inside their claustrophobic and gos-
sip-ridden surroundings, everyone is go-

ing a little mad wondering if they’ll have
to simply settle for the least worst choice.
Even Isabella Rossellini’s head nun, who
is supposed to be a silent participant, gets
involved (thank goodness for us).

Berger, a German-Austrian filmmaker
who last made the stunning adaptation of
“All Quiet on the Western Front,” keeps
the audience on the edge of their seats for
the duration as you try to piece together
the clues to figure out who is holding the
strings. The specific setting of the Vatican
adds mystery and dramatic flair — the
filmmaker seems to take great pleasure in
the elaborate and frequent costume
changes and ceremony of it all — but this
is also a classic story that could have eas-
ily been set near any seat of power.

“Conclave” is sure to ruffle some Ca-
tholic feathers — provocation is in its
DNA. But for the rest of us, this juicy,
smartly crafted thriller is simply a great
watch.

“Conclave” is rated PG for thematic material and smoking.
Running time: 120 minutes. Now playing at select on-base
theaters.

Papal: Actor, like character, humble about prospects of winning respective contests

FROM PAGE 16

which Fiennes most connected.

to someone saying he should be pope.

It’s a talent that Fiennes has honed through genuine
investigation. He recalls watching BBC’s “Face to Face”
to study how faces shift when asked probing questions.
For an acting workshop, he once told students to inter-
view themselves, and watch the facial responses. “What
does the human face do in real life that an actor can learn
from?” Fiennes says.

Tucci and Fiennes have sporadically worked together
(“Maid in Manhattan,” “The King’s Man”), but after
plans fizzled for Tucci to direct Fiennes in a film about
George Bernard Shaw, they sought a more substantial
collaboration. Tucci’s scenes are almost entirely with
Fiennes. The rest of the cast includes Isabella Rossellini,
John Lithgow and Brian F. O’Byrne.

“It made me really love acting again,” Tucci says,
speaking from home in London. “Not that I didn’t love it,
but you sort of start to burn out after a while. After 42
years, you're like, ‘Why am I still doing this?” You have
those times where you question. And then this is like, ‘Oh
that’s it. There you go.””

Doubt, itself, is a major theme in “Conclave.” When
Lawrence first speaks to the assembled cardinals, he
makes the case that doubt, not certainty, should guide
their search for a new pope. As the film continues, Law-
rence’s predicament weighs increasingly heavily on his
faith in the church. It’s the aspect of the character with

“As you get older, I have more doubts,” Fiennes says.
“What does anything mean? I don’t know what anything
means. What is the value of what I do? I don’t know. I
have an impulse to follow a scene, to choose a project —
what’s its meaning?”

“I just think: Things emerge and I like to let things
come to me,” he continues. “Let accident be apt, you
know? There are people in this business who develop
stuff. ‘I want to play this part. I want to make this film
with this director.” That’s fine. I’ve done that and I may do
that a bit more. But I feel more and more: What’s round
the corner that I don’t know about?”

But sliding into Lawrence proved a natural fit, even
when it came to the vestments. In preparation, Fiennes
was allowed to try on a real cardinal’s clothes. He liked
the feeling.

“The truth is, skirts are quite comfortable,” Fiennes
says. “Our clothes in the film are made of a heavier fabric
and quite a lot of skirtage to maneuver.”

“You feel quite strong in them,” he adds. “You feel
quite powerful.”

The 61-year-old isn’t inclined to indulge in the Oscar
talk, though. When asked, he gently demurred, agreeing
instead with Berger, who sat beside him during a recent
interview in New York, that he’d let the film speak for
itself. That is, of course, the way Lawrence might respond

“I don’t think many actors, movie stars, can convey
intelligence and a kind of suffering humility quite the way
he can,” Harris says.

The film is also laced with quandary over the role of
women in what Berger describes as “the oldest patriarch-
al institution in the world.” The twists and turns of “Con-
clave” ultimately arrive at what would be an earthquake
of a development for the Catholic Church.

“I would absolutely love to screen it for the Vatican.
We’ve shown it to Catholic organizations and priests,”
Berger says. “I know from the cardinals we spoke to, they
all said, ‘We’re all going to be watching your movie.”

As Harris neared publication, he received a letter from
the then British cardinal, the late Cormac Murphy-0O’Con-
nor. Having recently rummaged through his office, Har-
ris digs out the letter and reads it. (In the book, the main
character is called Cardinal Lomeli.)

“Before the reviews come flooding forth, I wanted to
write and say how much I enjoyed ‘Conclave,” Harris
reads. “You certainly did your homework. I particularly
admired your depiction of Cardinal Lomeli as a cardinal
the likes of which all we cardinals would wish to be: holy,
subject to doubts, intelligent, humane and totally loyal to
the church. Well done.”

He concluded: “As to the startling ending, I said to
myself: After all, it’s only a novel.”
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Tom Hardy voices both his character, journalist Eddie Brock, and the symbiote Venom in “Venom: The Last Dance.”

‘Last Dance’ a suitable send-off

Hardy’s chemistry as dual character the central appeal in 3rd and final Venom film

By KaTiE WALsH
Tribune News Service
ou’re either on Venom’s wave-
length, or you’re not. If you are,
you’re not alone, because as it
turns out, a lot of folks are. The
wildly successful Marvel series from Sony
comprises a triptych of strangely appeal-
ing comic book movies featuring Tom
Hardy’s take on journalist Eddie Brock
and his sassy symbiote sidekick, Venom
(whom Hardy also voices). The third in-
stallment, “Venom: The Last Dance,”
rounds out the trio of films, which are all
straight-faced and irreverent, creating a
campy tone all their own, distinct from the
more self-serious superheroes, or the
sarcastically self-referential ones.

Much of that unique humor has to do
with star Hardy’s performance as both
Venom and Eddie, and through his writing
contributions (he has a story by credit on
both “Venom: Let There Be Carnage” and
“Venom: The Last Dance”), and close
collaboration with longtime friend Kelly
Marcel, who wrote all three films and
makes her directorial debut with “The
Last Dance,” which announces itself with
that title as Venom’s potential last twirl on
the floor.

The main appeal of these films has al-
ways been the relationship between Eddie
and Venom, his alien pal who frequently
pops out to say hello and crack wise, and
who can take over Eddie’s body with his
tar-like mass and giant teeth for various
feats of strength and derring-do. The iras-
cible Venom loves animals, eating brains
and letting the music move him (in the
second installment, they hit up a rave; in
this one, it’s a choreographed disco dance
in a Vegas penthouse).

That remains the focus in “The Last
Dance,” wherein Eddie and Venom try to

make it from Mexico to New York City,
and end up stranded in Area S1, as aliens
are wont to do. Through no small amount
of exposition, we learn that the pair have
become a codex, or key, to unlock some
sort of galactic prison where a stringy-
haired dark lord of sorts has been locked
up by his symbiote children. He’s now
dispatched an army of stabby crab-like
aliens through portals to retrieve the Ed-
die-Venom codex and free himself.

The pair turn into a tracking device
when Venom fully manifests, and the
codex can only be destroyed if one of them
dies, and so the story is essentially a chase
movie through the American Southwest.
With a Gen. Strickland (Chiwetel Ejiofor)
and his special forces also in pursuit, and
an alien-sympathetic scientist Dr. Payne
(Juno Temple) attempting to salvage her
specimens, mayhem ensues in and around
Area 51, which is about to be decommis-
sioned in three days.

The desert setting and chomping alien
monsters gives “The Last Dance” a whiff
of “Starship Troopers” and a soupcon of
“Tremors,” nodding to those self-con-
sciously campy B-movie creature features
of yore. This “Last Dance” may be shaggy,
silly and even a little bit stupid, and
there’s absolutely nothing wrong with that,
especially when it’s winking so hard at its
own genre-play.

There is a sense of randomness to this
journey, but Hardy’s oddball charm and a
great soundtrack go a long way to smooth
the cracks and bumps on the road, which
is also an ensemble comedy as Eddie en-
counters different folks, including an
alien-obsessed dad (Rhys Ifans) taking his
family on a pilgrimage to Area S1 in their
hippie-fied Volkswagen bus, and his old
pal Mrs. Chen (Peggy Lu), running the slot
machines in Vegas. These supporting

Juno Temple, left, and Chiwetel Ejiofor
enter the narrative in the Area 51 desert in
“Venom: The Last Dance.”

actors have the important task of playing
the straight man to Venom’s clown. Since
Michelle Williams in the first film, it’s
imperative that those around Venom un-
derstand the assignment, but allow him to
shine, and this cast never cracks.

Because it’s not the supporting charac-
ters, stories, set pieces or special effects
that make “Venom” what it is, but rather
the chemistry that Hardy has — with
himself — as this dual, dueling character.
You genuinely believe in the connection
between Eddie and Venom; that they care
about each other as much as they squab-
ble, and this is thrown into stark relief in
“The Last Dance,” which is, unfortunately,
perhaps the last time these two will tango.
Though the concept itself is running out of
gas, and it would be nice to free Hardy to
do other things, it’s a fitting send-off for
the cheeky alien with the thousand-watt
grin.

“Venom: The Last Dance” is rated PG-13 for intense sequences
of violence and action, bloody images and strong language.
Running time: 109 minutes.

Garfield, Pugh
lead out-of-time
relationship in
‘We Live in Time’

By Abam GRAHAM
The Detroit News

Andrew Garfield and Florence Pugh
have a delightful chemistry that carries
the romantic drama “We Live in Time”
over its rougher patches and needlessly
off-balance framework.

Has the pair done five movies together?
Six? Wait, “We Live in Time” is their first
pairing. How can this be? They’re so af-
fable together and comfortable with one
another that they already seem like a
classic movie pair. Well if they’re not one
yet, maybe they will be now.

Garfield is breakfast biscuit rep Tobias
Durand and Pugh is high-end chef Almut
Briihl, and the pair meets cute when she
hits him with her car. That scene happens
well after viewers have met the pair and
as we're getting to know them in bits and
pieces, through director John Crowley’s
nonlinear storytelling.

Sometimes that mode of storytelling is
deliberately goofy-footed. Just before
Tobias is hit by the car, we see him sign-
ing divorce papers. Oh no, is their rela-
tionship over? And then he’s hit by the car,
and we see him wake up in the hospital
across from Almut. Is she there just to
check up on him?

No, it turns out this is their meeting,
which is presented as an audience gotcha,
even though the gotcha itself — that mo-
ment of questioning, “huh?” — doesn’t
necessarily add anything to the story.

Elsewhere, we hop around the couple’s
love story. Almut isn’t sure she wants
children, but we see the couple has a
daughter. And early on we learn that Al-
mut is battling cancer, the details of which
are parsed out over the course of the story.

A central scene has Almut explaining to
Tobias that rather than going through
cancer treatment and having 12 bad
months, she’d prefer to not undergo treat-
ment and have six great months instead.

Even when the script by Nick Payne
gets a little too cutesy — the birth scene in
the convenience store bathroom comes to
mind — Garfield and Pugh make it worth
the ride. The pair has a romantic, friendly
partnership that reads extremely well on
screen. They complement each other, and
they complement the work.

“We Live in Time” is rated R for language, sexuality and nudity.
Running time: 107 minutes. Now playing in on-base theaters.

A24/p
Andrew Garfield, center, and Florence
Pugh star in “We Live in Time.”
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preciating Granada’s exotic Alhambra

t’s sunset, and I’m at the

place to be in Granada —

the breathtaking San Nico-

1as viewpoint overlooking
the fortress of the Alhambra.
Here, at the edge of the city’s
exotic Moorish quarter, lovers,
widows and tourists jostle for the
best view of the hill-capping,
floodlit fortress, the last strong-
hold of the Moorish kingdom in
Spain. For more than 700 years,
Spain, the most Catholic of coun-
tries, lived under Muslim rule,
until the Christians retook the
land in 1492.

Today, Granada is a delightful
mix of both its Muslim and Chris-
tian past. It has a Deep South feel
— arelaxed vibe that seems
typical of once-powerful places
now past their prime.

Granada’s dominant attraction,
the Alhambra, captures the re-
gion’s history of conquest and
reconquest: its brute Alcazaba
fort and tower, the elaborate
Palacios Nazaries (where Wash-
ington Irving, much later, wrote
Tales of the Alhambra), the re-
fined gardens of the Generalife
and Charles V’s Palace, a Chris-
tian Renaissance heap built in a
“So there!” gesture after the

The Alhambra is one of Europe’s
top sights, but many tourists
never get to see it because tickets
sell out. Savvy travelers make an
advance reservation.

Moorish magnificence blos-
somed in the Al-
hambra. Their
| visual culture was
| exquisite, artfully
combining design
and aesthetics.
Rooms are deco-
rated from top to
bottom with
carved wooden
ceilings, scalloped
stucco, patterned ceramic tiles,
filigree windows and colors ga-
lore. And water, water every-
where. So rare and precious in
most of the Islamic world, water
was the purest symbol of life to
the Moors. The Alhambra is
decorated with it: standing still,
cascading and dripping playfully.

Muslims avoid making images
of living creatures — that’s God’s
work. But Arabic calligraphy,
mostly poems and verses of
praise from the Quran, is every-
where. One phrase — “only God
is victorious” — is repeated 9,000
times throughout the Alhambra.

¥

Rick
Steves

Dominic ARizoNA BoNucceLLl/Rick Steves’ Europe

The intricate detailing and balanced proportions of the Alhambra’s Palacios Nazaries make it one of the
most fascinating and aesthetically pleasing buildings in Europe.

was in Granada that Columbus
pitched his idea to Isabel and
Ferdinand to finance a sea
voyage to the “Orient.”

ing the final reconquest. When
these two married, they com-
bined their huge kingdoms of
Castile and Aragon, founding
what became modern Spain. And

the foundation for Spain’s Golden
Age. Within a generation, Spain’s
king, Charles V, was the most
powerful man in the world.

The city’s top Christian sight,

This article is used with the permission of Rick

Reconquista. It’s what conquer-
ing civilizations do: build their
palace atop their foe’s palace.

When Christian forces re-
established their rule here in
1492, their victory helped provide

the Royal Chapel, is the final
resting place of Queen Isabel and
King Ferdinand, who ruled dur-

with this powerful new realm,
Spanish royalty were able to
finance many great explorers. It

Steves’ Europe (www.ricksteves.com). Rick
Steves writes European guidebooks, hosts travel
shows on public TV and radio and organizes
European tours.

Travel passes enable train passengers to get around in style

Incredibly scenic and environmentally friendly, travel
by train is a wonderful way to see the best that Europe
has to offer. While a ride on the fastest trains can cost a
bundle, single or multi-day travel passes enable not-in-a-
rush travelers to take in some beautiful landscapes as
they save their pennies.

Here are a handful of regional and national train travel
offers to consider before your next trip:

Italy

The “Discover Italia In Tour” are regional promotions
allowing travelers to travel without limit
for either three or five consecutive days.
The offer is good for travel between any
origin and destination and applies to sec-
ond-class travel on Trenitalia and Tren-
_italia Tper’s regional, fast regional and
metropolitan trains. Passes can be pur-
chased online, from automated machines
in train stations or at ticket counters. The
“Italia in Tour 3” goes for 29 euros for
adults and 1S euros for ages 4-11; the “Italia
in Tour S” costs 49 euros for adults and 25 euros for ages
4-11. Online: tinyurl.com/24bvxn3j

Germany

The single-day ticket allowing passengers to enjoy
journeys of any distance throughout Germany is known
as the Quer-durchs-Land-Ticket. This flat-rate ticket is
good for use on city buses, trams and subways, as well as
second-class travel in the S-Bahn, regional and regional
express trains. Up to three children between the ages of 6
and 14 can travel for free with their parents or grandpar-
ents. The ticket also comes as a group pass for up to five
travelers, and the ticket remains valid until 3 a.m. the
following day. A single-day pass goes for 46 euros, a pass
for a couple costs 5SS euros, three passengers pay 64 eu-

Karen
Bradbury

iStock

Several European countries have train pass options that
could be useful for foreigners.

ros, four pay 73 euros, and a group of five is 82 euros.
Online: tinyurl.com/3mean4r6

Great Britain

Americans traveling through Great Britain might wish
to consider a BritRail pass, offering unlimited train trips
over the course of a day across England, Scotland and/or
Wales. A variety of passes are offered, including types to
be used in consecutive days in a row, or those that can be
used for a fixed number of days within a month’s time.
For example, a pass valid for two consecutive days in
second class for a single traveler goes for 107 euros, while
a pass valid for an entire month goes for 634 euros. A
flexi-pass valid for two days of travel within one month
goes for 136 euros; a flexi-pass good for eight days within
one month costs 365 euros. Britrail Passes must be pur-
chased in advance; they are not sold inside the country.
Online: britrail.com/britrail-passes/britrail-pass

Luxembourg

You won’t find a better deal than that proposed by the
public transportation system of this pocket-sized nation:
Since 2020, travel on all trains, buses and trams costs
nothing at all. If space allows, bringing along a bicycle is
also permitted. First-class travel and high-speed trains
remain subject to additional charges. All passengers must
carry personal ID. Online: tinyurl.com/rupnmp8z
Spain

Although single-day travel passes are not available on a
regular basis, foreigners living outside the country can
avail themselves of the Renfe rail network’s Renfe Spain
Pass, also referred to as an “Abono para extranjeros.”
The pass allows for travel on a variety of services such as
national Larga Distancia (long-distance) trains, including
the AVE high-speed train, along with mid-distance re-
gional trains and the Avant mid-distance high-speed
train. For some services, a seat reservation is required.
The pass remains valid for one month after the first trip
has been taken. The cost of the pass is 19S5 euros for four
journeys, 275 euros for six journeys, 350 euros for eight
journeys and 410 euros for ten journeys in standard-class
carriages. Online: tinyurl.com/yc7uatje

Switzerland

Swiss Rail offers travelers a Saver Day Pass that allows
adventurers to spend one day traveling on second-class
train cars for 52 Swiss Francs and up. The pass is good
for travel by rail on both SBB trains and those belonging
to other rail companies, and also on other forms of public
transportation such as boats, buses and trams. The pass
works within the so-called GA (Generalabonnement) area
— basically residential areas, as opposed to touristic des-
tinations such as mountain summits. The earlier the pass
is booked, the cheaper its price; same-day bookings not
allowed. Online: tinyurl.com/3ez9vcxh
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The rise of the floating breakfast

Why meals served in water
are so popular, in spite of
their impractical setting

By NaTaLiE B. CompTON
The Washington Post

hrough the sliding glass door of

my jungle hotel room in Tulum,

Mexico, I could see my break-

fast had arrived. A plate of
huevos rancheros were waiting in the
pool. Not by — in.

A woven basket tray bobbed in the
water, topped with a decadent spread
begging to be photographed. At the Yel-
low Nest, a boutique hotel a short drive
away from the beachfront in this Carib-
bean hot spot for influencers, my floating
breakfast included the Mexican egg dish,
black coffee, a tropical juice, half a bagel
with sliced fruit and granola, fake flowers
and an array of condiments.

The precarious meal service is the
social media era’s answer to breakfast in
bed: lavish, photogenic, incredibly im-
practical.

Some see it as the height of luxury. To
others, like David Hawkraven, the owner
of Designed Travel, it’s “for lack of a
better word — and I hate to say — a
gimmick.”

To determine which camp I fell in, I
lowered myself into the pool, moving
carefully to avoid any food splashing or
tray tipping. The water came up chest
high. I dried my hands and hovered over
the lip of the basket to eat. Inevitably,
water dripped into my coffee cup. A few
morsels may have gone for a swim.

The huevos rancheros were wonderful.
Their floating delivery was not.

Who invented the concept?

For me, floating food is a bridge too
far. While I’'m definitely not alone in that
opinion, the amenity’s popularity far
outweighs its detractors — at least online,
where posts flaunting such trays draw
armies of glowing fans. It has become a
staple for honeymooners and influencers
traveling anywhere vaguely pool-friendly,
and it shows no sign of waning.

You can find floating sushi in Antigua
and floating bar bites in Singapore. Out-
side of hotels and resorts, catering com-
panies are delivering floating cupcakes in
Curacao and floating chicken and French
toast in Atlanta.

According to hospitality legend, the
floating breakfast was born in Indonesia.
It originated in Bali, said LaDell Car-
ter, a Baltimore-based luxury travel plan-
ner who founded Royal Expression Trav-

els.

A 2016 news release from the Ritz-
Carlton in Bali may be one of the earliest
mentions of the trend. Announcing a new
“enhanced villa experience,” the release
advertises “an impressive floating break-
fast” along with a reserved beach cabana,
access to a 24-hour butler service, per-
sonal shopper, wellness specialist and
chef. (Bali has since taken the concept a
step further; a hotel now serves floating
dinner, as in, a table and chairs on a

A S b
NATALIE ComPTON/The Washington Post

The writer’s floating breakfast platter at the Yellow Nest boutique hotel in Tulum, Mexico, cost about $25 and included huevos
rancheros, black coffee, a tropical juice, half a bagel with sliced fruit and granola, fake flowers and an array of condiments.

“In my experience, a lot of people would only
order them just for Instagram photos. They
would sort of prop everything up for the poses
and then they would send it away. Maybe the
champagne might have been opened, but |
don’t think there’s any substance to it, really.”

Chloe Esme

co-founder of the Maldives travel agency Amazing Escapes

floating platform.)

Science fiction writer John Varley may
have invented the concept before Bali. In
his 1998 book “The Golden Globe,” the
main character wakes up from a nap in a
spaceship’s spa pool (keyword: science
fiction) to discover: “a floating breakfast
tray had found me. On it was a steaming
mug of coffee, a huge glass of orange
juice, a Bloody Mary, and a bowl of what
looked like oatmeal.”

Earlier still, there’s an Associated
Press photo called “Floating Luncheon”
from 1939 that routinely pops up on so-
cial media showing three women eating
spaghetti off an inflatable mattress by the
isle of Capri. According to the AP,
“swimming waiters push out the floating
tables bearing meals which include wine
and spaghetti.”

The appeal is obvious; humans love the
water. Eating and drinking on it is the
ultimate indulgence. (See also: the swim-
up bar, which debuted in Las Vegas in
the 1950s.)

“There’s something quite dreamy about
the idea of being served an indulgent
breakfast afloat in a private pool with the
most incredible backdrop of a tropical
paradise,” said Chloe Esme, co-founder
of the Maldives travel agency Amazing
Escapes.

Strictly for the ’gram

Esme, who has lived in the Maldives
for nearly 20 years, started noticing float-
ing breakfasts trending in 2018; the tim-
ing coincided with the rise of influencer
culture. It was a natural progression from
the other photogenic amenities hotels
offered, like serving branded coconuts or
setting up dinners on the beach.

But Esme says most people don’t seem
to actually be interested in consuming
their floating breakfast.

“In my experience, a lot of people
would only order them just for Instagram
photos,” she said. “They would sort of
prop everything up for the poses and
then they would send it away. Maybe the

champagne might have been opened, but
I don’t think there’s any substance to it,
really.”

I’d heard about the same in Tulum.
The hotel employee who delivered my
tray had asked if I would like my picture
taken, and the owner had told me many
guests don’t touch the food at all. This
isn’t just a meal, it’s a flex.

That’s part of what makes it special,
said Carter, who has arranged floating
breakfasts for clients on trips in Bali and
Africa.

“It’s normally in a private pool with a
scenic view,” she said. “It’s indulgent and
exclusive, relaxing and elevated. After
all, it’s not every day you get to eat
breakfast in a pool on a safari with ele-
phants walking in the background.”

“It’s like, who does this?” Carter added.
“It’s so memorable.”

Despite its reputation as a splurge, the
experience can be found on the cheap.
My breakfast cost S00 Mexican pesos,
about $25 for guests staying at the hotel.
It’s also listed on Airbnb Experiences,
Resort Pass, Expedia and Viator at prices
between $70 and $90.

At nicer properties, they can be much
pricier. Esme says travelers can expect
to pay around $100 to $200 in the Mal-
dives.

However, Esme said the more high-end
the property, the less often she sees de-
mand for floating breakfasts. Ultraluxury
resorts may sell 10 a week, while “mass-
market” resorts do 10 per day. Hawk-
raven said the same.

But both travel planners agreed the
trend is here to stay, no matter how little
sense it makes to eat wet eggs.
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An overview-
of the Swiss Alps

In the Swiss village of Verbier on Mont Fort, the experience of paragliding draws people from all over the world, eager to see the Alps from a new angle.

Verbier’'s paragliding, chocolate,
cheese remain top draws despite
climate change-related challenges

By SALWAN GEORGES
The Washington Post

he wind whips against your face when you soar

above the Swiss Alps. The ground falls away

when you’re gliding over jagged peaks, with

only the sound of the breeze and the rustle of a
parachute to interrupt the breathtaking views. The expe-
rience is both exhilarating and serene. It’s one reason
people come to the Swiss village of Verbier on Mont Fort
near the French and Italian borders.

For paragliding instructor Mike Belbas, this experience
was life-changing. He first came to Verbier in 1997 for a
ski season with his twin brother, Stuart. After taking a
paragliding course, the brothers decided to pursue in-
structor ratings. By 2002, they had opened the Verbier
Summits paragliding school.

The school has since become one of the top attractions
for Verbier’s tourism industry, particularly as changing
climate conditions have made the ski season less predict-
able. The school offers a range of courses, ensuring that
anyone with a sense of adventure can take to the skies.

The two-week beginner course (which starts around
$2,000, or $3,200 with accommodations) is a structured
introduction to the sport, starting with ground-based
training to master takeoff and landing techniques. By the
third day, students are usually ready for their first solo
flight — a moment of triumph and freedom as they take
control and experience flight on their own. Intermediate
courses focus on using the elements — wind, thermals
and air currents — to achieve longer, more complex
flights.

Tandem flights (available year-round for about $220)
are another major offering at the school, allowing tourists
to experience the thrill of paragliding with the safety of
an experienced instructor.

“It’s the interaction with the people that we absolutely
love, and it’s that first experience of a tandem. Some of
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A serving of raclette cheese at the Raclett’House. The
restaurant is known for its cheese as well as its warm,
inviting atmosphere. The walls are adorned with unique
cowbells, each one representing a local cow.

them are just whooping for joy,” Belbas said. “Others are
just hanging on.”

These flights are particularly popular in winter, on
days when skiing conditions may be less favorable. Imag-
ine launching off a snowy slope and feeling the contrast
between the cold air and the warmth of the sun on your
face. It’s an experience that draws people from all over
the world, eager to see the Alps from a new angle.

In town, chocolates and raclette

Once you’ve had your fill of flying — or if you’re simply
in the mood to explore — you’ll find a town known for its
vibrant apres-ski scene, cozy cafés and shops that offer
Swiss chocolates and mountain gear. Verbier is also home
to some exceptional restaurants, where you can indulge
in the local favorite: raclette.

For breakfast, the Arctic cafe offers organic coffee,
fresh juices, smoothie bowls and great sandwiches. For

PHoTos By SALWAN GEORGES/The Washington Post

lunch and dinner, stop into Le Fer a Cheval for the fa-
mous beef lasagna.

The Raclett’House is one of the most beloved spots in
the valley when it comes to cheese. Owner Eddy Bailli-
fard has deep roots in the region’s cheesemaking tradi-
tion. He began learning the craft from his father at 10
years old. After decades of working in the industry, Bailli-
fard was forced to retire in 2012 due to a neck injury.
However, his passion for cheese led him to open his res-
taurant in 201S.

The restaurant quickly became a local landmark,
known for its warm, inviting atmosphere as much as the
cheese. The walls are adorned with unique cowbells, each
one representing a cow from the local herds. These cows,
which graze in the mountain pastures, produce the milk
that gives the cheese its distinctive flavor.

Jonathan, Baillifard’s son, now carries on the family
tradition as the head cheesemaker at the Laiterie de Ver-
bier factory. The facility produces nearly SO wheels of
cheese a day, each one aged in carefully monitored caves
to develop its full flavor.

Reacting to a warming planet

The challenges of climate change are becoming in-
creasingly evident in this idyllic setting. The mountains
that provide such perfect conditions for paragliding and
grazing are also prone to mudslides, a problem that has
worsened in recent years.

As warmer temperatures cause the permafrost to melt,
the once-stable mountainsides are becoming more sus-
ceptible to erosion and landslides. These events have
disrupted the lives of many in the region, threatening
homes, businesses and the landscape that defines Ver-
bier.

In response, the local community has taken action to
protect the town and the people’s way of life. Vulnerable
areas have been reinforced with steel netting, and early-
warning systems have been put in place to alert residents
to potential dangers.

The reality of climate change looms large, but the peo-
ple of Verbier remain resilient. As skiing becomes less
accessible, they will have to adapt, but the culture of
enjoying the mountains — and the special cheese they
produce — remains persistent.
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Art is back at Darmstadt’s Mathildenhoehe

Freshly renovated space
traces 200 years of styles,
mediums in German city

By MicHAEL ABRAMS
Stars and Stripes
our-three-two-one, finished.
Finally.
After being closed for 12

years for renovation, the Exhibi-
tion Hall on Darmstadt’s Mathildenhoehe
is open again for art enthusiasts.

The first exhibit being held here since
2012 is appropriately named “4-3-2-1
Darmstadt,” a show that traces the past
200 years of art in the city.

The Exhibition Hall is part of a series
of buildings that the Darmstadt Artists’
Colony, or Kuenstlerkolonie, designed
and constructed in the early 20th centu-
ry.
The planning began in 1899, when
Grand Duke Ernst Ludwig of Hesse in-
vited seven Jugendstil (Art Nouveau)
artists to work and live in Darmstadt.
They built a colony of houses and studios
on the Mathildenhoehe, a hill overlooking
the city, and created a body of work that,
when exhibited in 1901, made the city the
center of the German Art Nouveau move-
ment. More exhibits were held in 1904,
1908 and 1914.

The Exhibition Hall was built for the
1908 edition. It’s among the city’s top
tourist attractions, along with the Wed-
ding Tower — Darmstadt’s most famous
landmark — and the Russian Chapel,
built in 1899 by Czar Nicholas II for his
wife, Alexandra of Darmstadt.

The show at the Mathildenhoehe com-
plex, which was named a UNESCO
World Heritage Site while being reno-
vated, is an interesting hodgepodge of
styles and mediums.

Instead of going chronologically, the
curators mostly divided the 400-plus
works in the exhibit geographically.

The outlines of neighborhood streets
and their names are painted on the floor
of each section. Information panels, in
English and German, describe the artists,
their studios and the galleries where
their art was shown.

Many of the artists exhibited are hard-
ly household names outside of the region.

The best known is Max Pechstein,
though he didn’t work or live in Darm-
stadt. He is part of the exhibit because a
local publisher, Alexander Koch, collect-
ed Pechstein’s works, among them “Blue
Boa (Lotte Pechstein).”

Among the works in the exhibit that
stand out are Vera Roehm’s sculpture
“Double Binomen,” a self-portrait by
artist Ernst Vogel and Eberhard Schlot-
ter’s full-length portrait of the writer
Gabriela Wohmann.

One section is dedicated to art influ-
enced by the 1944 bombing of the city.
The standouts are Willi Hofferbert’s
“Madonna of the Ruins” and a group of
haunting paintings depicting the carnage
by Karl Deppert, a survivor of the attack.

An American is also featured in the
exhibition. In the mid-1960s, Laura “Pol-
ly” Williams ran an art studio in the
Darmstadt district of Arheiligen. She said
in a 1964 Stars and Stripes article about

PHotos BY MicHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Visitors look at works of art on display at the “4-3-2-1 Darmstadt” exhibit, including a portrait of author Hans Schiebelhuth by Carl
Guntschmann and the bust “Abandonment,” by Adam Antes. The exhibit at Darmstadt, Germany’s Exhibition Hall on the
Mathildenhoehe, is the first since 2012, following the hall’'s extensive renovation.

The Wedding Tower, the newly

renovated Exhibitin Hall and the Russian Chapel on the

Mathildenhoehe in Darmstadt, Germany, glow in an autumn sunset.

A 1964 Stars and Stripes story on
American Laura “Polly” Williams and her
studio Ordo in Darmstadt is one of the
items on display. Williams was a follower
of the Fluxus art movement.

her work that “this is all modern art on
display. No trees or houses and things
like that.”

The most well-known artist on display is
probably Max Pechstein, with this painting
“Blue Boa (Lotte Pechstein).” While
Pechstein did not work in Darmstadt, a
local publisher collected his works.

It’s a lot to take in, but while you are
there, the Mathildenhoehe itself is a
piece of art not to be missed.

On the QT

Where: Olbrichweg 13. 64287 Darmstadt. It's
about a 30-minute drive from Wiesbaden and
1.5 hours from Kaiserslautern. The cheapest
garage is under the Rewe supermarket and the
Alice-Hospital on Dieburgerstrasse at 1.80 euros
for the first hour, then 2 euros per hour, up to 15
euros for the day. If arriving at the city’s main
train station, take the F bus to the Mathilden-
hoehe stop.

Hours: “4-3-2-1 Darmstadt” runs until April 27,
2025. The Exhibit Hall and the Museum Kuenst-
lerkolonie are open from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Tuesday through Sunday. The Wedding Tower
hours vary; see website hochzeitsturm-darm-
stadt.eu for details.

Cost: Admission to the “4-3-2-1 Darmstadt”
exhibit is 10 euros for adults and 8 euros for
children. The Artists’ Colony Museum is 5 euros
for adults 18 and over; children get in free. A
combination ticket for both sites is 12 euros for
adults. Purchasing a Mathildenhoehe Card online
also grants admission to the museum and Wed-
ding Tower, the reduced price for the exhibit (8
euros) and a free bus pass in the city and sur-
roundings for a day.

Food: Café Restaurant Mathildenhoehe, under
the Exhibition Hall, serves breakfast, lunch,
afternoon coffee and cake and Sunday brunch.
Open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesday through
Sunday.

Information: Online: mathildenhoehe.de/en

Michael Abrams

Eleven of the buildings designed by the
original Art Nouveau artists are still
standing. Their concept propagated the
“complete artwork.” Not only were the
houses of special design, but so were the
works of art and the furniture that filled
them, all the way down to the flatware.

Examples of this can be seen in the
Artists’ Colony Museum, where the ex-
quisite works of the colony, furniture,
plates, silverware and jewelry are on
display.

abrams.mike@stripes.com
@stripes_photog
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The menu board at Best Worscht in Town in Mainz, Germany. The currywurst chain offers nine permanent
flavors along with a rotating flavor of the month, at a range of spice levels. There are hundreds of
combinations with the three choices of sausage (pork, beef and vegan), 10 flavors and eight heat levels.

Can you handle the heat
at this currywurst chain?

Best Worscht in Town in Mainz offers sausages with 10 different flavors
and 8 spice levels ranging from 4,000 Scoville Heat Units to 6.66 million

By BRADLEY LATHAM
Stars and Stripes
or the most part, Ger-
mans don’t do spice.
It’s a chief complaint
I’ve regularly heard
from fellow Americans during
my five years in Germany. I've
asked for very spicy food several
times, only to receive something
best referred to as mildly “Ger-
man spicy.”

Well, I certainly paid the price
for my skepticism on a recent
outing.

A couple of months ago,
friends suggested I try the Best
Worscht in Town. The snack
stand franchise has more than 20
locations in Frankfurt and sur-
rounding cities in Hessen.

It serves up a twist on curry-
wurst, a mainstay street food of
sliced sausage in a curry ketchup
sauce.

My teenage son and I visited
the Mainz location about 15 min-
utes from Wiesbaden. The menu
is straightforward: currywurst,
fries and fresh baked bread.

Although focused, there are
hundreds of combinations with
three choices of sausage (pork,
beef and vegan), 10 flavors and
eight heat levels.

The tiered spice levels amused
me with names like Oral Warrior

(Oralkrieger), Mouth Orgasm
(Mundorgasmus) and Godfa-
ther’s Deathkiss.

Sitting near the mild bottom
was EU-Chili; I suppose the ster-
eotype for aversion to anything
exciting must come from some-
where.

Each level has a corresponding
Scoville Heat Unit figure. A jala-
peno pepper generally runs from
2,000-8,000 SHU, while the Car-
olina Reaper, one of the world’s
hottest peppers, sits around 1.4-
2.2 million SHU.

Throwing caution to the wind, I
ordered the currywurst at level F
for “(Expletive) Burning In-
jection,” with a rating of 1.2 mil-
lion Scoville units. I was certain
the SHU levels were just for
show.

The cook raised his eyebrow
and asked me if I was sure, be-
cause “it’s very spicy.” Having
thought I'd been through this
song and dance many times be-
fore, I confidently confirmed my
request.

A searing blaze engulfed my
mouth and my eyes watered
within seconds of taking the first
bite.

My bottle of Coke brought little
relief and I considered calling it
quits about halfway through.

My son, only slightly phased by

AFTER
HOURS

@‘ GERMANY

Best Worscht in Town

Address: Augustinerstrasse 11, 55116
Mainz (more than 20 locations in
Frankfurt and surrounding areas)
Hours: Monday-Thursday, 11:30
a.m.-7 p.m.; Friday and Saturday,
11:30 a.m.-8 p.m.

Prices: 10-15 euros for combo with
currywurst, fries, bread and drink
Information: Phone: +49 (0)
6131886211; online: bestworschtin-
town.de

Bradley Latham

the heat of his BBQ Godfather’s
Deathkiss, said his currywurst
was a little sweet and smoky with
a hot, slow burn that creeps up
on you.

He wasn’t laughing at me, but
the amusement on his face was
clear. He took a bite of mine and
his smile faded.

He later described it as “an
immediate punch of heat to the
face” and said he couldn’t taste
much else after that.

I powered through the last few
bites, eating them as fast as I
could, to end the most painful

Currywurst served at a heat level of 1.2 million Scoville units, along

with fries and bread, at Best Worscht in Town in Mainz. It is almost as
spicy as a Carolina Reaper, one of the hottest peppers in the world.

The Pirate and Nut Nougat Nirvana currywurst flavors at Best Worscht

in Town in Mainz. Nut Nougat Nirvana is a rotating flavor.

meal I've ever experienced. By
the end, my nose was running,
my ears were ringing and I was a
little lightheaded from the en-
dorphin rush.

The fire dropped to a tolerable
level 15 minutes after I finished
eating, but smoldering embers
stayed in the pit of my stomach
for hours.

I returned for another visit a
few days later, since all I could
recall from my first visit was a
dry mouth set ablaze.

I had a split order of Pirate and
Nut Nougat Nirvana flavors, both
at a more tolerable C spice level,
which is comparable to a very
spicy Thai bird’s eye chili or a
low-end habanero at 110,000
SHU.

The Pirate is a combination of
17 different spices from a jamba-
laya mix and a lemon flavor, but
I didn’t pick up the assortment. It
tasted like a standard, albeit
delicious, currywurst with a
bright citrus note.

The sliced bratwurst crackled
with a pleasant little snap from
the casing, paired with a juicy
interior.

I opted for sliced, pickled jala-
penos as a free add-on, but the
peppers weren’t a good match.

The Nut Nougat Nirvana, one
of the rotating flavors of the

month, combines traditional
currywurst flavor with a dollop
of Nutella. I was surprised how
well the two seemingly incompat-
ible flavors went together.

The chocolate hazelnut spread
overpowered everything at first,
but after stirring the sauce, the
flavors blended for a spicy and
not-overly-sweet treat.

I also was a fan of the bread.
The deep brown sourdough had a
crunchy crust and spongy body
that cleared the palate.

The fries were fresh and pip-
ing hot but were otherwise stan-
dard snack fare.

Best Worscht in Town lives up
to its name and I would gladly
drop in again if I were nearby.
It’s gimmicky but it works — and
when they say it’s hot, they mean
it.

The Mainz location is one of a
few franchises that offers spice
level X, known as Sauce Vengan-
za. It boasts a 6.66 million SHU
rating and is restricted to patrons
18 and over.

I can’t imagine what godless
inferno awaits anyone willing to
tackle something that hot. I don’t
know if it’s truly more than five
times hotter than what I experi-
enced with the F.B.I., but I'm
also not in a hurry to find out.

latham.bradley@stripes.com
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Dark pastries

& fiery

Fraps

These special Starbucks limited-time treats
sold only in Japan locations until Halloween

By Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

his year, Starbucks Japan’s drink

and dessert holiday specials

evoke a spooky, fiery Halloween.

Under a theme of Magical Fire

Halloween, Starbucks introduced a Frap-
puccino that looks like a mysteriously lit
blue-and-red fire under a magical spell,
and a cocoa-infused Halloween Malassada
pastry that’s darkly sweet.

The drink is called Mela Mela — the
Japanese term for flaring fire.

Blue and red powders, with blueberry
and raspberry flavors, combine with
slushy, white condensed milk to give the
drink the appearance of a swirling flame.
The Mela Mela is topped with whipped
cream,; a mixed raspberry-, blueberry-

and strawberry-flavored sauce; and crun-
chy chocolate.

You can get extra magical with Pachi
Pachi topping to sprinkle on top of the
Frappuccino. Similar to Pop Rocks candy,
Pachi Pachi pops in your month and adds
extra color and texture to your Frappucci-
no. It is available for additional 110 yen
and either comes in red, blue and orange.
You won’t know what color you’ll get until
you open the package.

The Halloween Frappucino projects an
impressively spooky aura. My drink had
just the right amount of blueberry and
raspberry powders, a nice variation of
sweet and sour against the slushy milk.

My colleague found the drink to be less
satisfying, overwhelmed by condensed
milk that was much too sweet.

But we agreed that the chocolate crunch
on top added a different texture and bit-
terness to the beverage.

We were also divided on the malassada,
a Portuguese dessert made of fried dough
coated with granulated sugar.

Starbucks’ Malasada Halloween Rasp-
berry and Blueberry is black, not golden
like ordinary malassada. The color comes
from cocoa mixed in the dough.

Unlike ordinary malasada, which is
fried, this dough is fluffy, with powdered
sugar sprinkled on one side. Inside, there
are two kinds of flavored cream: rasp-
berry and blueberry.

My colleague liked that the malasada
was soft, not fried. She also liked that the
filling was not too sweet.

However, I didn’t care for the unfried

AxiFumi IsHIKAwA
Stars and Stripes

dough and found it not sweet enough. But
I did like the filling. It reminded me of
jelly-filled doughnuts, which are not so
popular in Japan and hard to find.

The Frappuccino and malasada together
put you in the mood for Halloween with
their photogenic looks. My colleague and I
agreed that they are worth trying.

The Mela Mela Frappuccino comes only
in tall size and is 678 yen, or about $4.51,
for takeout and 690 yen for dine-in, tax
included.

Malasada Halloween Raspberry and
Blueberry is 324 yen for takeout and 330
yen for eat-in, tax included. Both are avail-
able until Oct. 31.

Read more online at starbucks.co.jp.

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com
@HanaKusumoto
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Roam the range
at famous ranch

Historic Hawaiian reserve popular with tourists,
filmmakers is a multifaceted recreational area

By JuaN King
Stars and Stripes
ith more than 4,000
acres of lush rain-
forest and wide-
open rangelands,
Kua Loa Ranch is a popular and
multifaceted destination on the
island of Oahu, Hawaii.

Tucked into the Ko’olau moun-
tains, the ranch beckons visitors
with promises of history and
recreation in the Ka’aawa Valley.

The ranch, established more
than a century ago, is a private
nature reserve featuring hun-
dreds of horses, cattle, pigs,
sheep and more. It’s been a pop-
ular tourist spot for years; hun-
dreds of thousands of people visit
annually.

Do some digging on the ranch
website and you’ll find 1S single
adventures or a package deal
there.

My family and I went with the
half-day package — $120 for
adults — that lets you enjoy a
grand tour of the ranch, the Se-
cret Island and a Hollywood
movie site, to name a few.

Other packages involve horse-
back riding, riding all-terrain
vehicles around the ranch, ziplin-
ing and other activities.

After a short wait for our tour’s
start time, we boarded a bus with
an energetic and comedic local
driver who was very helpful on
the tour.

He took us down bumpy dirt
roads to our first destination, the
Hollywood Legends Exhibit,
which included iconic TV and
movie memorabilia, props and
displays well known worldwide.

The ranch, with its naturally
scenic surroundings, has been a
location for more than 70 movies
such as “The Karate Kid Part I1,”
“Godezilla,” “Pearl Harbor,” “S0
First Dates,” “Windtalkers,” the
TV series “Lost” and many more.

At the Jurassic Valley, one of
the highlights of our time there,
you are whisked into a cinematic

atmosphere. One famous wide-
open field was the location for a
scene from the 1993 box office hit
“Jurassic Park,” in which a flock
of Gallimimus runs from a Ty-
rannosaurus bursting from the
nearby trees. Seeing the actual
giant set pieces from the movie
“Kong: Skull Island,” with an
opportunity to take photos up
close, was very cool.

Another part of our package
was the Ocean Voyage Tour, a
little over an hour tour on two
boats near and on the Kaneohe
Bay. The first 20-minute ride on
a small boat across the Moli’i
fishpond provided insight about
the 800-year-old pond and Ha-
waiian ancient aquaculture,
according to the website.

On the other side of the pond
leading to the bay, we were led
on a short walk through the
sandy, tree-shrouded Secret
Island. The Secret Island Beach
Adventure tour, which starts at
$55, offers canoeing, paddle-
boarding, swimming and more.

From there, we boarded a
large catamaran and enjoyed a
sunny but breezy 45-minute ride
with a wonderful view of the
nearby basalt islet, Mokoli’i Is-
land, a lonesome piece of land.

An enthusiastic guide narrated
our trip past popular landmarks
and sea life, including large sea
turtles. We spotted several of the
reptiles in the water as they
broke the surface and quickly
dove back down again.

A free lunch buffet is included
on the half-day tour at the Ranch
House, which offers a variety of
food, from Hawaiian cuisine to
grass-fed beef burgers, and other
selections. An expansive gift
shop has items to purchase that
will help you remember your
time at the popular ranch. Mil-
itary discounts are a plus, and
the ranch offers them with a
valid identification.

king.juan@stripes.com
@juanking_17

PHotos By Juan King/Stars and Stripes

Kua Loa Ranch in Hawaii has served as a filming location for more than 70 Hollywood movies, including
“Jurassic Park.” The ranch is a private nature reserve that offers lots of guided activities.

Kua Loa Ranch

Directions: 49-560 Kamehameha
Hwy, Kaneohe, Hawaii, 96744-5152
Times: Open daily, 7:30 a.m. to 6
p.m.; the last tour departs at 3:30
p.m. Closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.
Costs: Admission varies depending on
the package you choose.

Food: Aunty Patty’s Cafe at the Ranch
House offers a variety of food; picnic
areas available.

Information: 808-237-7321; online:
kualoa.com

The Kua Loa Ranch includes more than 4,000 acres of rainforest and
rangelands. It attracts hundreds of thousands of visitors annually.

=

Juan King

Those who take the Secret Island Beach Adventure
tour can get this view of Mokoli’i Island.

e > A o e RO A
Horseback riding is one activity of several offered at Kua Loa Ranch.
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A two-cook kitchen bhallet

Overhisers create new cookbook to help pairs divide up chef tasks at home

By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press
usband-and-wife food bloggers and podcast-
ers Sonja and Alex Overhiser have a new
cookbook that uses a simple step to keep the
kitchen a less heated place for two chefs:
clear, alternating roles.

“A Couple Cooks: 100 Recipes to Cook Together” lays
out ingredients and directions for a wide array of dishes,
like any other cookbook, but also divides the cooking
tasks — one home chef is designated a square, the other a
triangle — so neither is overwhelmed
or resentful.

“Everything is more fun together,
we think. And so we found that about
cooking,” says Sonja Overhiser from
their home in Indianapolis. “You’ll
A stay doing it if you’re doing it with
‘ Recipes to someone else.”

- e 4 Sotomake their Meatballs with
B = »@ Fire-Roasted Marinara, one chef
e preheats the oven and then starts to
make the marinara sauce, while the
other prepares the meatballs. They come together at the
end to coat the cooked meatballs with the sauce and add
Parmesan cheese and basil.

“We’re hoping to break down that factor where people
are intimidated by being in the kitchen, where all they
want to do is wash dishes because they’re afraid they’re
going to burn something,” Alex Overhiser says.

The Overhisers — known online as A Couple Cooks —
use this formula throughout their new cookbook, which
mixes a few fan favorites with new spins on dishes. But
they intend their division of labor to be a suggestion.

“You can always change it up,” Sonja says. “It’s really
just kind of an idea of the way that the dance can be per-
formed. There are many other interpretations of that.”

College sweethearts to partners

“A Couple Cooks” leans on the pair’s extensive work as
recipe developers and food explorers. There are sections
on everyday dinners, romantic ones, breakfasts, large
gatherings, sides, sweets, appetizers and snacks, bakes
and drinks.

o A\
:‘(‘( JUPLE
COKS

' [_ 100

“We wanted to encapsulate all of those different occa-
sions, whether it’s a date night, whether it’s having a
dinner party, whether it’s having a snack and a drink at
the end of a long day, whether it’s baking something fun
together on the weekend,” Sonja says.

The college sweethearts — she is a classically trained
musician and journalist; he is a photographer — have
been cooking together since 2008, steadily building their
repertoire.

At the beginning, they were eating frozen food, spa-
ghetti and Hot Pockets.

Their first book, “Pretty Simple Cooking,” was named
one of the best vegetarian cookbooks by Epicurious and
one of the best healthy cookbooks of 2018 by Mind Body
Green.

Their new one is for two cooks, but any kind of two —
parent and child, grandparent with grandkid, college
roommates, newlyweds or even for a couple as a neat date
idea. The idea is to take the stress out and enjoy part-
nerships.

“You really can use food as a bonding moment,” Sonja
says.

The dishes include tastes from Italy, Spain, France,
Greece and Thailand, among others. Ingredients are easy
to find and swaps are offered for gluten-free or vegan
eaters. Wine pairings are suggested, courtesy of Alex’s
knowledge.

One dish they are obsessed with is pizza, having honey-
mooned in Italy and fallen in love with artisanal versions.
When they came home, they wanted to re-create one; they
say a homemade option is the perfect date dish for two.

Their no-cook sauce uses crushed fire-roasted toma-
toes, olive oil, grated garlic, salt and oregano. Toppings
include mozzarella, red onion, pepperoncini and pecorino
Romano.

Tahini and miso

The Overhisers have a knack for using flavors in un-
expected ways, like their banana baked oatmeal that has
a maple drizzle with tahini.

“Tahini adds this really kind of nutty intensity to that
maple drizzle on top. It’s something we tried once and
we’re like, ‘Wow, this tastes incredible,”” Sonja says. “Just
kind of adding a surprising element to a recipe makes it

SHELLY WESTERHAUSEN/AP

Sonya and Alex Overhiser have released a new cookbook
for pairs of people who cook together: parent and child,
grandparent with grandkid, roommates, newlyweds, etc.

so much more fun to eat when it’s unexpected for your
palate.”

Or take their vegan risotto, which adds a miso-rosem-
ary broth to asparagus, peas and pine nuts. The couple
say they put their heads together to try to make a roman-
tic vegan meal, not an easy task since so many have dairy
or meat.

“It’s like how do we get to make this where you don’t
say, ‘Oh, I miss my chicken broth,” Alex says. (“And my
Parmesan,” Sonja adds.) “That miso-rosemary broth, you
can just drink it alone as a delicious soup, it’s so good.
And it adds this complexity to the broth, which, when you
mix it to the rice for your risotto, it’s just outstanding.”

They say they’ve been trained to look out for the user
and make things easy for the home cook to understand
and organize. That has now extended to the kitchen ballet
of two cooks.

“We think our flavors are there and exciting, but we’re
also really always thinking about how is someone actually
executing this in their kitchen,” Sonja says.

Swap salmon for chicken for a simple twist on classic piccata

Here’s how to make salmon sing: Pair it
with butter, lemon and capers in a move
that’s genius in its simplicity. Husband-
and-wife food bloggers and podcasters
Sonja and Alex Overhiser swap fish for
chicken in this classic Italian American
dish, making it (dare we say?) even more
irresistible than the original. It never fails
to get big wows around their table, and
they hope it will do the same for you.

Salmon Piccata

Serves: 4

Diet: pescatarian, gluten-free option,
dairy-free option

Ingredients

Four 6 oz (170 g) salmon fillets, skin on

%4 tsp kosher salt

Freshly ground black pepper

Y2 cup (70 g) all-purpose flour

3 Tbsp (45 g) unsalted butter

1 Tbsp olive oil

1 medium shallot, minced

Y5 cup (120 ml) vegetable broth

Y4 cup (60 ml) fresh lemon juice

1> Tbsp lemon zest

3 Tbsp (45 g) capers, drained

Lemon wheels, for garnishing

Finely chopped parsley, for garnishing

SHELLY WESTERHAUSEN/AP
Salmon Piccata is simple and delicious.

Directions

(First cook) Allow the salmon to come to
room temperature. Season the fillets with
the kosher salt and plenty of black pepper.
Spread the flour on a plate and dredge
each fillet until lightly coated with flour on
all sides.

(Second cook) In a large skillet over
medium-high heat, heat 1 tablespoon of
the butter and the olive oil. When the but-
ter is melted, add the salmon, skin side up.

Cook until the bottom is browned, 3 to 4
minutes. Flip and cook skin side down
until browned, 1 to 2 minutes — watch to
make sure the flour doesn’t burn. Transfer
the salmon to a plate and turn down the
heat to low.

(Both cooks) Add another tablespoon of
the butter to the same pan; when it melts,
add the shallot and cook, stirring frequent-
ly, until transparent and fragrant, about 1
minute. Add the remaining 1 tablespoon of
butter and the vegetable broth, lemon
juice and zest, and capers, scraping up the
browned bits from the bottom of the pan.
Add the salmon to the pan, skin side down.
Bring to a simmer and cook, occasionally
spooning the sauce over the fish, until the
fish is fully cooked, about S minutes. For a
medium salmon, cook until the internal
temperature reaches at least 130°F (55°C)
when measured with a food thermometer
at the thickest point.

(Both cooks) To serve, garnish the salm-
on with lemon wheels and chopped pars-
ley. Drizzle a few spoonfuls of sauce over
each fillet and serve.

Tips

Make chicken piccata using the same
method: Use two boneless skinless chick-

en breasts or 4 cutlets (about 1¥2 pounds or
680 grams). Pat the chicken dry with a
paper towel. If using breasts, slice them in
half horizontally (if you bought cutlets,
skip this step). Then follow the steps in
this recipe, using 1 teaspoon kosher salt to
season the chicken.

A food thermometer is the best way to
measure the internal temperature of fish.
The temperature of 130°F (55°C) makes for
moist, tender salmon. Feel free to cook up
to 140°F (60°C) if you prefer a more well-
done piece of fish.

Wine pairing: Pair this dish with a pinot
noir. This red wine is known for its bright
acidity, medium body and fruity flavors,
making it a perfect companion for the rich
and flavorful salmon dish. We love the
light and bright flavor of a pinot noir from
Oregon.

Cooking together: Assign the fish prep
to one of you! That person can season and
dredge the fish while the other prepares
the remaining ingredients.

For gluten-free: Omit the flour or use
gluten-free flour.

For dairy-free: Use vegan butter.

Storage: Leftover salmon will keep,
refrigerated, for up to 3 days.



Friday, October 25, 2024

e STARS AND STRIPES °

SRR IRE ]

Pace 27

WEEKEND: BOOK REVIEWS

Isolation, suffering ... and hope

Russian opposition

By HiLLEL ITALIE
AND DAsHA LiTviNovAa
Associated Press

n a memoir released eight

months after he died in

prison, Russian opposition

leader Alexei Navalny
never loses faith that his cause is
worth suffering for while also
acknowledging he wished he
could have written a very differ-
ent book.

“There is a mishmash of bits
and pieces, a traditional narra-
tive followed by a prison diary,”
Navalny writes in “Patriot,”
which was published Tuesday,
and is, indeed, a traditional nar-
rative followed by a prison diary.

“I so much do not want my
book to be yet another prison
diary. Personally I find them
interesting to read, but as a genre
— enough is surely enough.”

The final 200 pages of Naval-
ny’s 479-page book do, in some
ways, have the characteristics of
other prison diaries or of such
classic Russian literature as
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s “One
Day in the Life of Ivan Denisov-
ich.” He tracks the boredom,
isolation, exhaustion, suffering
and absurdity of prison life, while
working in asides about every-
thing from 19th century French
literature to Billie Eilish. But
“Patriot” also reads as a testa-
ment to a famed dissident’s ex-
traordinary battle against de-
spair as the Russian authorities
gradually increase their crack-
down against him, and even
shares advice on how to confront
the worst and still not lose hope.

“The important thing is not to
torment yourself with anger,
hatred, fantasies of revenge, but
to move instantly to acceptance.
That can be hard,” he writes.
“The process going on in your
head is by no means straight-
forward, but if you find yourself
in a bad situation, you should try
this. It works, as long as you
think everything through serious-
ly.”

In recent years, Navalny had
become an international symbol
of resistance. A lawyer by train-
ing, he started out as an anti-
corruption campaigner, but soon
turned into a politician with aspi-
rations for public office and
eventually became the main
challenger to Russia’s longtime
president, Vladimir Putin.

Navalny’s widow, Yulia Naval-
naya, oversaw the book’s comple-
tion. In a promotional interview,
she told the BBC that she would
run for president if she ever
returned to Russia — an unlikely
move with Putin in power, Naval-
naya acknowledged.

Putin “needs to be in a Russian

leader Alexei Navalny's memoir details final years in prison

[ #

MaRKuUs SCHREIBER/AP

Copies of late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny’s memoir “Patriot” are stacked Oct. 22 in Germany.

prison, to feel everything what
not just my husband, but all the
prisoners in Russia” feel, Naval-
naya said during an interview on
CBS’ “60 Minutes.”

Navalnaya has vowed to con-
tinue her late husband’s fight.
She has recorded regular video
addresses to her supporters and
has been meeting with Western
leaders and top officials, ad-
vocating for Russians who op-
pose Putin and his war in Uk-
raine. She had two children with
her husband, who in his book
praises Navalnaya as a soulmate
who “could discuss the most
difficult matters with me without
a lot of drama and hand-wring-
ing.”

During the first section of his
book, Navalny reflects on the fall
of the Soviet Union, his disen-
chantment with 1990s Russian
leader Boris Yeltsin, his early
crusades against corruption, his
entry into public life and his
discovery that he did not need to
look far for a politician “who
would undertake all sorts of
needed, interesting projects and
cooperate directly with the Rus-
sian people.”

“I wanted and waited, and one
day I realized I could be that
person myself,” he wrote.

His vision of a “beautiful Rus-
sia of the future,” where leaders
are freely and fairly elected,
official corruption is tamed and
democratic institutions work —
as well as his strong charisma
and sardonic humor — earned
him widespread support across
the country’s 11 time zones. He
had young, energetic activists by
his side — a team that resembled
“a fancy startup” rather than a
clandestine revolutionary oper-

ation, according to his memoir.
“From the outside we looked like
a bunch of Moscow hipsters,” he
writes, and together they put out
colorful, professionally produced
videos exposing official corrup-
tion. Those garnered millions of
views on YouTube and prompted
mass rallies even as the author-
ities cracked down harder on
dissent.

The authorities responded to
Navalny’s growing popularity by
levying multiple charges against
him, his allies and even family
members. They jailed him often
and shut down his entire political
infrastructure — the Foundation
for Fighting Corruption he start-
ed in 2011 and a network of sev-
eral dozen regional offices.

In 2020, Navalny survived a
nerve agent poisoning he blamed
on the Kremlin, which denied
involvement. He describes it in
great detail in the very beginning
of the book, recounting, “This is
too much, and I’m about to die.”
His family and allies fought for
him to be airlifted to Germany
for treatment, and after recover-
ing there for five months, he
returned to Russia, only to be
arrested and sent to prison,
where he would spend the last
three years of his life.

In the memoir, Navalny recalls
telling his wife while still hospi-
talized in Berlin that “of course”
he will go back to Russia.

The pressure on him continued
behind bars, intensifying after
Russia invaded Ukraine in Feb-
ruary 2022 and ratcheted its
clampdown on dissent to unprec-
edented levels. In messages he
was able to get out of prison,
Navalny described harrowing
conditions of solitary confine-

ment, where he was placed for
months on end for various minor
infractions prison officials relent-
lessly accused him of, sleep dep-
rivation, meager diet and lack of
medical help. In October 2023,
three of his lawyers were arrest-
ed and two more were put on a
wanted list.

In December 2023, the author-
ities transferred Navalny to a
penal colony of the highest secur-
ity level in the Russian peni-
tentiary system in a remote town
above the Arctic Circle. In Feb-
ruary 2024, 47-year-old Navalny
suddenly died there; the circum-
stances and the cause of his
death still remain a mystery.
Navalnaya and his allies say the
Kremlin killed him, while the
authorities argue that Navalny
died of “natural causes,” but
wouldn’t reveal any details of
what happened.

Tens of thousands of Russians
attended his funeral on the out-
skirts of Moscow in March in a
rare show of defiance in a coun-
try where any street rally or even
single pickets often result in
immediate arrests and prison.

“I dream of as many people as
possible reading this book, be-
cause it seems to me that every-
one will learn something new
about Alexei. (Everyone) will
laugh and cry a bit. He was so
cool: strong and brave, kind and
funny. The best. And the dear-
est,” Navalnaya said on X.

Navalny’s team has said the
book will be available in Russian,
the language he wrote it in, but
shipping to his homeland and its
neighbor Belarus won’t be pos-
sible “as we cannot guarantee
delivery and the absence of prob-
lems at customs.”

MICHAEL
GUNMELLY

A BALLARD AND BOSCH NOVEL

HEWAITING

P

The Waiting

Michael Connelly

It’s early morning in Southern
California, and Renee Ballard,
director of the LAPD Open-Un-
solved Unit, is where she most
loves to be — surfing. After a
final run, she returns to the park-
ing lot and discovers that some-
one has broken into her car and
stolen her badge and gun.

Protocol requires her to report
this, but Ballard has more than
her share of enemies in the de-
partment. She can’t afford to give
them ammunition to take her
down, so she sets out alone to
find the thief.

It’s an especially bad time for
Ballard to be distracted by her
own problem, because her unit is
in the middle of two huge cases
in the sixth thriller in Connelly’s
fine Ballard and Bosch series.

For starters, a DNA check on a
24-year-old arrested on an un-
related charge has identified him
as the son of the Pillowcase Ra-
pist who terrorized Los Angeles
for years before going silent in
2008S. It turns out that the young
man was raised by a politically
connected Superior Court judge
who may or may not be his bi-
ological father.

Meanwhile, rookie patrol offi-
cer Maddie Bosch, daughter of
Harry Bosch, who once ran the
Open-Unsolved unit, has joined
Ballard’s team. She arrives with
stunning evidence that may hold
the key to solving the city’s most
infamous unsolved murder — the
brutal 1947 slaying of Elizabeth
Short, aka The Black Dahlia.

As if that weren’t enough,
Ballard’s hunt for her badge and
gun uncovers a plot to use them
in an imminent terrorist attack.
To foil that, she enlists the help of
her old friend and convalescing
cancer patient Harry, the protag-
onist of 20 previous novels.

Despite having to navigate the
politics of the city’s justice sys-
tem, meddling higher-ups and an
intransigent prosecutor, Ballard
and her team ultimately win the
day. The multiple plotlines are
suspenseful, the prose is tight
and the characters are compell-
ing and well-drawn. “The Wait-
ing” is the habitually bestselling
author at the top of his game.

— Bruce DeSilva/AP
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Slash’
scary

ide gig
How the Guns N’ Roses guitarist makes
soundtracks for theme park horror nights

By BRaDpY MAcDoNALD
The Orange County Register
uns N’ Roses and
Velvet Revolver guita-
rist Slash got hooked
on horror movies at 8
years old when his mom took him
to see a double-feature of “Night
of the Living Dead” and “The
Exorcist” at a drive-in theater in
the family’s Volkswagen.

between Slash and Halloween
Horror Nights creative director
John Murdy.

The horror fans met in 2013
when Universal launched a Black
Sabbath maze at Horror Nights.

“The first thing he said to me
was, ‘How do I do this? I want to
work with you,” Murdy said
during an interview at the Hor-
ror Night media preview. “So we

Slash’s love landed on the
affair with cree- Universal Studios music a}’)_
Eng;Effnt}tll?; HALLOWEEN pr(S)?acs};i scored

. LI
1970s continues H(')R’ROR' NIGH 1 ‘S the soundtrack
every year at & for the Clowns
Universal Stu- by’ 3D maze in 2014
dios Hollywood and has done
as the Rock & the soundtracks
Roll Hall of for all six Uni-
Fame and versal Monsters
Grammy mazes since
Award-winning 2018.
guitarist writes Murdy knew
a musical score Slash was a

for one of the
haunted houses
at Halloween
Horror Nights.

This year,
Slash wrote his
seventh Horror
Nights sound-
track — this
time for Universal Monsters:
Eternal Bloodlines, one of eight
new mazes featured on select
nights through Nov. 3 at the Hol-
lywood movie theme park.

“It’s fun to do,” Slash said
during an interview at the Hor-
ror Night media preview.

“I look forward to it every
year.”

Scoring a haunted house
soundtrack is a yearlong process
that requires close collaboration

Bloodlines.”

Slash’s latest score is for
“Universal Monsters: Eternal

huge Universal
Monsters fan
the first time he
walked into the
guitarist’s studio
and saw a Bride
of Frankenstein
picture on the
wall.

“I know that his heart is in the
right place,” Murdy said.

“I trust him implicitly.”

Murdy doesn’t really set any
musical constraints, guidelines or
guardrails for Slash when it
comes to Horror Nights sound-
tracks.

“You’re on the Mount Rush-
more of guitarists,” Murdy re-
called telling the musician. “So

Universal Studios

SEE SLASH ON PAGE 29

Gene Kirkland

Guns N’ Roses and Velvet Revolver guitarist Slash, a horror fan since childhood, channels his love of the
genre into his soundtracks for Universal Studios’ annual Halloween Horror Nights.
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The latest round of ‘Brat’ remixes, ranked

By MARIA SHERMAN
Associated Press
his is the way Brat
Summer ends, not with
a bang, but a Twitch
livestream.

On Oct. 10, hours after her
deluxe, remixed, double-album
version of her culture-shifting
album “Brat” leaked — this one
called “Brat and it’s completely
different but also still brat” —
and hours before it would be
officially released, Charli XCX
held a listening party/DJ event/
livestream deep in New York’s
Storm King Art Center, autumn
leaves cascading down next to
mammoth art installations. She
stood beneath one of her own — a
macro-scale version of the vinyl’s
gatefold erected in her signature
Brat green — and pressed play
on a phone, commanding an
activated crowd.

This album (not to be confused
with her previous re-release,
“Brat and It’s the Same but
There’s Three More Songs So It’s
Not”) transforms some of the
preexisting songs through fea-
tures with starry collaborators
like Billie Eilish, Ariana Grande,
Lorde, Robyn and her tour mate
Troye Sivan. That is the beauty of
dance music, anyway: It has an
ability to reinvent itself.

Some are complete overhauls;
others ring true to the original.
It’s up for the listener to find
their favorites. Until then: Here’s
a ranking of the new tracks.

16. “Rewind,” feat. Bladee:
Swedish rapper-singer Bladee
adds a lackadaisical flow to “Re-
wind,” underlining the bleeding

30
i bne
yIstalgmoo
fud tnosttib
llife o2ls
is1d
Charli XCX

Brat and it's completely different but
also still brat (Atlantic)

nostalgia of the original.

15. “] might say something
stupid,” feat. The 1975 and Jon
Hopkins: The piano ballad of
“Brat” loses its hyper-present
vocal effects, until the last min-
ute and a half, when the song
crescendos into a slight, electro-
emo dirge.

14. “Mean girls,” feat. Julian
Casablancas: For her remix of
“Mean Girls,” Charli XCX
recruited the original mean girl
of New York City: The Strokes’
Julian Casablancas, patron saint
of whatever commercialized
“indie sleaze revival” cultural
marketing movement has taken
some corners of the internet by
storm. It’s too fitting.

13. “Apple,” feat. The
Japanese House: Who knew
“Apple” needed a shimmery,
synth-y indie pop rework? Charli
XCX and The Japanese House,
apparently.

12, “Talk Talk,” feat. Troye
Sivan: An uncredited Dua Lipa

and her polyglot tongue punc-
tuate this reimagination of “Talk
Talk,” a clubby remix with Char-
1li’s “Sweat Tour” mate Troye
Sivan. It’s sexy, to be sure, but
maybe gets lost in this over-
stuffed release.

11. “360,” feat. Robyn and
Young Lean: Who expected this
inspired combination of Robyn
and Young Lean? Plus, Charli has
long considered herself a Robyn-
like figure: a pop star with a cult
following, perhaps a little too cool
for full-on mainstream apprecia-
tion. Of course, Brat Summer
challenges that notion, but it is
fall now, and the connections are
still there.

10. “B2b,” feat. Tinashe:
Another improvement from the
original: The innate, smooth
R&B-pop of Tinashe’s verse here
is a welcomed addition.

9. “Von Dutch,” A.G. Cook
remix feat. Addison Rae: Addi-
son Rae, an actor and TikTok
star who bears striking resem-
blance to the queen of all things
Y2K — Britney Spears — is ex-
periencing a second wind of her
young career, due in part to
Charli’s commitment to making
her a pop star. On this “Von
Dutch” remix, a self-assured,
swaggering and sometimes-
screeching treatise on celebrity,
Rae’s too-sweet vocals offer ten-
sion.

8. “Club Classics,” feat. BB
Trickz: The new “Club Classics”
speeds up Charli XCX’s vocals to
chipmunk levels — it won’t be for
everyone, but it will be a favorite
to those whom its invention
speaks.

7. “Everything is Romantic,”
feat. Caroline Polachek: A meet-
ing of shared musical minds! Still
a love song for platonic relation-
ships, presented in a new fashion,
this song demonstrates the kind
of religiosity found in an early-
morning conversation with a
close friend rather than in the
club.

6. “I think about it all the
time,” feat. Bon Iver: Bon Iver
has long experimented in elec-
tronic music, and his featured
work on the emotional heart of
the album — “I think about it all
the time” — allows Charli XCX to
speak her concerns at a cross-
roads in life. He launches them
into an ethereal space, as if cast-
ing them off into the universe in
a lit lantern.

5. “365,” feat. shygirl: Party
girls, meet shygirl. The original
“Brat” closer reintroduced the
club after an introspective mo-
ment; in this “365” version, they
never left. It’s 4 a.m. in Berlin,
hearts are racing, palms and
everything else are sweaty, lights
are dizzying.

4. “Sympathy is a knife,” feat.
Ariana Grande: In the original
“Sympathy is a knife,” Charli
XCX allows self-doubt room to
breathe. Is she famous? Is she
successful? Why does it seem like
more commercial artists look
down on her? Do they, or is that
projection? On this version, Char-
li, a longtime Ariana Grande fan,
brings in one of the biggest pop
stars for an Imogen Heap-esque
recasting of that story: What
happens when you reach a cer-
tain level, and every part of your

llfe is interrogated by strangers7

“It’s a knife when you’re so
pretty, they think you must be
fake,” Grande adds her spin. “It’s
a knife when they dissect your
body on the front page.”

3. “Guess,” feat. Billie Eilish:
A remix of a bonus track with
one of the world’s biggest pop
stars, “Guess” featuring Billie
Eilish is indulgent, flirty electro-
trash, the kind that could con-
vince anyone Brat Summer is not
temporal but a state of mind.
Produced by the Dare, it’s a
refreshingly new way to hear
Eilish’s whisper. This time, it
booms.

2. “So I,” feat. A.G. Cook: “So
1,” a tribute to the late, great,
future-seeking producer Sophie,
could only have one collaborator:
A.G. Cook, fellow member of the
PC Music collective, and some-
one who worked closely with the
innovator. No dry eyes here, in
this version that far exceeds the
original. “So I” on “Brat” is a
guarded memorial; on “So I”
featuring A.G. Cook, Charli tells
stories about her friend Sophie
with the hyper-specificity of the
greatest narrative songwriters.

1. “Girl, so confusing,” feat.
Lorde: As if there was any other
option for No. 1. “Girl, so confus-
ing” ends a potentially long held
and certainly private rivalry
between Charli XCX and Lorde,
two distinctly different artists
once frequently mistaken for one
another. And for a song about
environmental and internalized
insecurities, it’s reassuring to
hear these two powerhouses
work it out on the remix.

Slash: Guitarist has assembled compilation of some Horror Nights work

FROM PAGE 28
I’m not going to tell you mu-
sically what you should do.”

The creative process begins
with Murdy sending Slash the
concept for an upcoming haunted
house.

“That just gets my wheels
turning,” Slash said. “Melodies
just come.”

Slash sends back some written
notes about his musical ideas for
the maze.

“I never reference old stuff,”
Slash said. “I just come up with
whatever inspires me at the mo-
ment.”

Murdy passes along character
art, scenic designs and photos
from the maze set as they be-
come available. Slash offers up
early musical ideas.

“He’ll do a rough demo that’s
pretty much just guitar,” Murdy
said.

Eventually, Murdy writes a
100-page treatment for each
maze that serves as a script-like
narrative from the visitor’s point

TNS

Slash, shown at the opening

of a Halloween Horror Nights
maze in 2021, has written seven
Horror Nights soundtracks for
Universal Studios Hollywood.

of view. At the same time, Slash
starts composing the main mu-
sical theme for the maze.

“You want to create a mood.
That’s the most important thing,”
Slash said. “But you’re doing it
with music and with guitar. You
want to have a melody and a
rhythm and something sort of
catchy.”

As the process moves along,
the team locks in on a central
melody and musical style that
will serve as the film score for
the maze.

“When you’re doing these
things, you can’t just change the
music every week,” Slash said.
“You can change certain dynam-
ics about it, but keep a through
line.”

The main musical theme is
then broken down into 20- to
30-second segments for each
scene in the maze.

“There’s a central melody that
he comes up with and then
there’s lots of different variations
as you go along,” Murdy said.

“And then there’s usually a cou-
ple of other different pieces of
music.”

Establishing a consistent rate
of beats per minute for the music
allows the soundtrack to ratchet
up or slow the action depending
on the intent of each maze scene.

“If there’s a series of scenes
that are connected, you want to
flow with that same tempo,”
Murdy said. “If we want to
change the mood, then we might
change the tempo.”

Once the music is done, the
final step is for Slash to head out
to Universal to hear his sound-
track inside the maze.

“He came down to listen to the
mix and give us his thoughts and
comments,” Murdy said. “He
gets involved all the way down to
the mix.”

After a year of work, Slash was
thrilled with how the soundtrack
turned out for the Universal
Monsters: Eternal Bloodlines
maze.

“It came out really, really

cool,” Slash said.

The “Sweet Child O’ Mine”
guitarist has a job every year at
Horror Nights if he wants it,
according to Murdy.

“As long as he’s willing to do it,
I will always want to work with
him,” Murdy said. “He’s one of
my absolute favorite people to
work with because he’s so cool
and he gets what we do and un-
derstands it.”

Slash now has enough Horror
Nights soundtracks to warrant an
album. The 11-song compilation
is available at Universal through-
out the Halloween season.

Someday soon, Slash might
have his own Universal maze
based on one of his own horror
movies.

The guitarist launched the
BerserkerGang horror produc-
tion company in 2023 with “The
Breach” that played at several
film festivals. Slash produced his
first horror film in 2013 with
“Nothing Left to Fear” starring
Anne Heche.
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‘Happy’s Place’ a new dramedy cocktail

Reba’s ‘Cheers’-like
NBC show explores
grief, extended family

By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press

eba McEntire finds

herself behind the bar

in her latest return to

network TV, making a
series that’s a nicely calibrated
cocktail of drama and comedy.

“The things that are most
important in my life is love,
hope, faith, happiness, energy,
light. And that’s all of the things
that are happening with this
show,” the country music legend
says.

NBC’s “Happy’s Place” —
which airs Mondays on AFN-
Pulse — finds McEntire’s char-
acter, Bobbie, inheriting a Ten-
nessee tavern from her recently-
deceased father and finding out
in the first episode that he had a
second family.

Even more alarming is the fact
that her dad left ownership of
the bar to both Bobbie and her
newly-discovered half sister,
Isabella. Add to the tension the
fact that the two women are
divided by ethnicity and a gener-
ation or two.

“I’m shocked. I mean, I didn’t
think Daddy could ever do any-
thing like this, ’cause he always
said family was the most impor-
tant thing,” Bobbie says. To
which, Isabella replies: “Maybe
that’s why he started two of
them.”

Belissa Escobedo, who plays
Isabella, says the new series can
be seen as both sweet and sour,
as these two women learn to
make peace and move forward.

“I think Bobbie reacts to this
news very differently than Isa-
bella does, and the audience is
able to see it and understand
both sides. I love that Isabella
kind of just inches her way into
Bobbie’s heart,” Escobedo says.

In the series, Bobbie finally
looks at Isabella and realizes
what she’s done: “I’ve been look-
ing at you like a person that has
been forced upon me. Instead, I
should be looking at you like a
sister that’s been given to me.”

Escobedo, whose film credits
include “Blue Beetle” and “Ho-
cus Pocus 2” and who has been a
series regular on TV shows like
“The Baker and the Beauty,”
says working with McEntire is a
joy: “She is an angel. She is so
sweet, so down to earth. She does
everything with a smile and
comes in ready to work but also
ready to have fun.”

The new series comes from
TV veteran Kevin Abbott, who
has a lengthy list of credits, in-

NBC/AP photos

From left, Belissa Escobedo, Melissa Peterman, Reba McEntire and Pablo Castelblanco in a scene from “Happy’s Place.” Escobedo and

McEntire play newly discovered half sisters Isabella and Bobbie, who inherit their father’s tavern after he dies.

“A lot of people can relate to this —
finding that you’ve got a third cousin
you didn’t know. | think that’s what
helps shows be successful is when

they’re relatable.”

Reba McEntire

Star of “Happy’s Place,” about the show’s premise of a secret family

cluding producing “Reba,” “Last
Man Standing,” “Roseanne” and
“Golden Girls.”

The show has a welcome
“Cheers” vibe, another NBC
stalwart set in a bar, which al-
lows easy reasons for new stories
through guest stars and room for
some oddball regulars to flour-
ish, including a reunion with
McEntire and Melissa Peterman,
who shined together in “Reba,”
and Rex Linn, a frequent collab-
orator, whose TV credits include
“Young Sheldon” and “Better
Call Saul.”

One of the early production
ideas was to cast McEntire as a
schoolteacher and have Peter-
man as the principal. But then
“Abbott Elementary” came out
on ABC, so that idea went out the
window.

The next proposal was explor-
ing the idea of a secret family,
inspired by 23andMe, the ances-
try-tracing company.

“A lot of people can relate to
this — finding that you’ve got a
third cousin you didn’t know. I
think that’s what helps shows be
successful is when they’re relat-
able. That happens with books,
songs, movies: If you can relate
to it, it’s going to be more suc-
cessful,” McEntire says.

Alongside McEntire, Escobe-
do, Peterman and Linn, the cast
also includes Pablo Castelblanco
(“Alaska Daily”) and Tokala
Black Elk (“American Prime-
val,” “1883”). It’s a multicultural
set — Castelblanco is from Col-
ombia, Black EIK is of Sioux
descent and Escobedo has Mex-
ican roots.

“To have that diverse cast has
been interesting on screen and
off screen for us because when
we’re not doing something —
when they’re rewriting or we’re
waiting on something or we’re at
rehearsals — we sit and visit and
talk about each other and learn

Escobedo, top, Castelblanco and Tokala Black Elk, above,

who play Steve and Takoda, respectively, help make “Happy’s Place”
a multicultural set: Castelblanco is from Colombia, Black Elk is of
Sioux descent and Escobedo has Mexican roots.

from each other. It’s been an
education for all of us,” McEn-
tire says.

McEntire will be hoping fans
of “Reba” will check it out. Over
six seasons, “Reba” performed
more than decently for The WB
— and later The CW — but faced
competition at the awards shows
from the likes of “Everybody
Loves Raymond,” “Friends,”
“Will & Grace,” “Sex and the
City,” “Desperate Housewives,”
“Malcolm in the Middle,” “Ugly
Betty” and “30 Rock.”

The indefatigable McEntire,
who is also shooting “The Voice”
for NBC and presides over cloth-

ing and footwear lines, teamed
up with iconic songwriter Carole
King to write the new show’s
theme song.

In one powerful scene from
the new show, a framed chil-
dren’s drawing at the tavern falls
and reveals that it was drawn by
Isabella, proof their father cared
about his secret child.

“I think the theme that we
really explore, while also bring-
ing comedy into it, is grief and
what comes out of grief?”” Esco-
bedo says. “When one door clos-
es, another opens — that’s one of
the things that I think is not
touched upon enough.”
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CBS/AP
Damon Wayans, left, and Damon Wayans Jr. star in the new CBS sitcom “Poppa’s House.” While the two have worked together before, this is their first time headlining a series.

‘Same humor, different sensibilities’

Wayans and son headline ‘Poppa’s House,” a CBS sitcom that explores old-school and new-school generational issues

By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press
oundaries between work and family don’t just
blur in the new CBS sitcom “Poppa’s House”
starring father-and-son comedy duo Damon
Wayans and Damon Wayans Jr. — they shatter.

“It’s wonderful to come to work every day and see him
and some of his kids and my sister and my brother and
nieces and nephews. They all work on this show. They all
contribute,” says the senior Wayans. “I don’t think there
are words to express how joyful I am.”

Wayans plays the titular Poppa, a curmudgeonly radio
DJ who’s more than comfortable doing it his way, while
Wayans Jr. plays his son, Damon, a budding filmmaker
who’s stuck in a job he hates.

“My character, Pop, is just an old-school guy who’s
kind of stuck in his ways,” says Wayans, who starred in
“In Living Color” and “My Wife and Kids.”

Pop yearns for the days when a handshake was a bind-
ing contract and Michael Jordan didn’t complain if he got
fouled on the court. Pop laughs at the younger gener-
ation’s participation trophies.

“It’s old school versus new school and them teaching
each other lessons from both sides,” says Wayans Jr., who
played Coach in the Fox sitcom “New Girl.”

“They (the characters) bring the best out in each other
and they’re resistant initially. But then throughout the
episode they have revelations and these revelations help
them become better people,” he adds.

The two have worked together before — dad made an
appearance on son’s “Happy Endings” and “Happy To-

gether,” while son was a writer and guest star on dad’s
“My Wife and Kids.” But this is the first time they have
headlined a series together.

The half-hour comedy — which premieres Friday on
AFN-Pulse and co-stars Essence Atkins and Tetona Jack-
son — smartly leaves places in the script where father
and son can let loose and create, like a moment in the
pilot when the son has to wait as his father sips tea.

“We have a lot of those moments in every episode. And

“l would say that they’re very
similar and the differences are
minuscule. It's because my
comedy is informed by my
upbringing and same for him.”

Damon Wayans Jr.
on how his sense of humor compares to his dad’s

that’s kind of what we’re trying to zero in on, is trying to
find the comedic set pieces, at least one of them for each
episode,” the son says.

“I tell the writers, ‘Don’t write the funny. Put us in the
area of the funny and we’ll find it,”” Wayans says. “You
know, if you’ve got Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton,
don’t put them in a pie factory reading books.”

He has some sway with the writers: He and his son
write for the show as do Kim Wayans, Michael Wayans
and Shawn Wayans, siblings of the elder Wayans.

The Wayans family is like the Barrymores of comedy, a
clan that also includes Keenen Ivory. The Wayans have
been behind everything from “In Living Color” and
“White Chicks” to “Bamboozled.”

In the first episode of “Poppa’s House,” the elder
Wayans is challenged when a new female co-host (played
by Atkins) is hired, while the younger Wayans puts pres-
sure on his happy marriage by threatening to leave his
salesman job.

Later episodes will have Poppa starting a podcast at
home — further blurring the home-work divide — and
exploring the different ways the generations deal with
grief and discipline. In one episode, a family photo leads
to a discussion of who and what constitutes family. Does it
survive divorce?

“I think we’re dealing with a lot of relatable storylines
that I think people will enjoy. And on top of enjoying it,
you’re going to laugh out loud,” Wayans Jr. says.

Speaking of laughing, do the two men have the same
approach to comedy? Wayans Jr. says they mostly laugh
at the same things.

“I would say that they’re very similar and the differ-
ences are minuscule. It’s because my comedy is informed
by my upbringing and same for him,” he says.

Dad agrees: “Yeah, I call it same humor, different sen-
sibilities. Like, he’ll say stuff that in a million years, I
would never get to that joke. And I love that about his
sense of humor. It’s like, ‘That’s so random.””
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0 PAIN, NO GAIN

What ‘training to failure” means and how to incorporate it into your workout
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Brock Kehler lifts at University High in Morgantown, W.V., Aug, 1. Not all gymgoers need to train “until failure,” and those who want to, shouldn’t every time they work out.

By MARIA CHENG
Associated Press

0 pain, no gain, as the old exer-

cise adage goes. But just how

much pain do you have to en-

dure to benefit from weight
training? That depends on what you’re
trying to accomplish, fitness experts say.

For years, some trainers have instructed
gymgoers that to get the best results, they
need to train “until failure,” meaning until
they cannot physically do one more repeti-
tion or exercise.

Some recent studies, however, suggest
this extreme regimen, when applied to
weight training, may only benefit certain
people.

“If somebody wants to increase muscle
mass as much as they possibly can, then
training to failure is something to consid-
er,” said Michael Zourdos, chair of exer-
cise science and health promotion at Flor-
ida Atlantic University, who co-authored a
review of SS research papers on the sub-
ject in the journal Sports Medicine.

Zourdos and colleagues found that lift-
ing weights “until failure” may build big-
ger muscles but isn’t needed to increase
strength. He said people who work out
hard, but don’t push themselves to exhaus-

tion, will still likely improve their health
and fitness.

“There is a difference between training
for health and training for elite perfor-
mance benefits,” he said.

For the average person simply looking

In extremely rare instances, overdoing
it can be harmful, leading to a potentially
fatal condition called rhabdomyolysis,
where damaged muscles begin to break
down, possibly causing kidney damage.

James Fisher, a sport science expert

“There is a difference between training
for health and training for elite
performance benefits.”

Michael Zourdos
chair of exercise science and health promotion at Florida Atlantic University

to increase their fitness levels, Zourdos
said it’s much easier to get results. He said
people who work out regularly would
benefit from an intense session that comes
within five to 10 repetitions of failure,
rather than training to complete exhaus-
tion.

He also said “failure training” often
comes at a cost, since people working to
that standard might be so tired and sore
that they skip their next gym session or
two.

and consultant in Southampton, England,
said the idea of working until complete
exhaustion can be a turnoff for many peo-
ple.

“What we’re really talking about is how
hard you should work when you go to the
gym,” he said, adding that the concept
should be interpreted to mean that people
can spend less time in the gym — if they
work hard.

“If you’re short on time, then you can
push yourself harder, and then you don’t

need to work out as long,” he said.

Fisher explained that to boost strength,
it’s critical to push your muscles to a cer-
tain threshold.

“If you lift a weight you can easily lift 10
times or more, you never really work hard
enough,” he said. “Now, if we increase the
weight so that on the ninth and 10th rep, it
feels properly hard, that will benefit your
muscle fibers.”

Still, Fisher said that the best workout is
ultimately “one that people will actually
do,” regardless of how hard they push
themselves. He said that for improving
overall health, strength training is prob-
ably the best single thing people can do for
their health, quality of life and longevity.

Whatever your fitness goal, Fisher said
the concept of failure training can be in-
corporated into your workout.

People should then rest the muscle
group they’ve trained for about two days,
he said.

For people who have more experience,
experts recommend saving the failure
training for occasional workouts, or on the
last set of exercises in their session.

“It’s not meant to be for every person,
every time they work out,” Fisher said.
“This is a tough way to exercise.”
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Moe trick than treat
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These 9 unwanted Halloween handouts may earn your house an egging

By LAURA SAMPSON
Associated Press

alloween is all fun and games until some-

one hands out the wrong treats. Every

neighborhood has those houses that kids

dread because of disappointing candy
choices — or even worse, noncandy surprises. Don’t
be that house this year by avoiding these treats.
They might just leave your doorstep in danger of a
little Halloween mischief.

If you’re looking to avoid the dreaded egging or
toilet paper job, check out this list of the top nine
handouts that just don’t pass the vibe check this
year, or ever. Make sure you’re giving out goodies
that bring smiles instead of groans this Halloween.
Everyone enjoys the holiday so much more when you
do.

Natural treats

Think granola bars, healthy gummies and sugar-
free gum. Yes, you guessed it, no one wants these
except maybe parents everywhere. When choosing
your treats to hand out, do your house a favor and
skip anything labeled as natural.

Boxes of raisins fall in this category too. These
often go to waste because there’s no way to tell if
they’ve been opened before, rendering them practi-
cally useless. And let’s face it, those little boxes are
always dried out anyway because they’re not airtight.

Toothbrushes

Unless you’re a dentist, oral hygienist or at a den-
tist’s office, there is no need to hand these out. These
will earn you a reputation that no one wants as the
house to skip, or worse, to trick. You may feel
strongly, but the kids feel even more strongly.

Religious tracts

You might think that now is the time to strike with
religion by handing out religious paper leaflets that
look like folded $20 bills. But I can assure you that
nothing breaks a kid’s heart faster than finding one
in their bag and realizing it was a trick, on them.

Loose candy

Unwrapped, loose candy is definitely off the list
this year and every year. Unwrapped candy is a hard

pass for parents and kids alike. Want to take this one
up a notch? Circus peanuts.

Hard candy

While these are candy and fall in the sugar treat
category, no one wants them. Things like butter-
scotch or peppermint disks, those strawberry-filled
hard candies and so on are old, stale and chewy— no
thank you. However, if you do hand them out, they
can be used later on gingerbread houses or Yule log
cakes as decorations.

Fruit

Apples or oranges just don’t scream Halloween fun
for most kids. And given their awkward history with
hidden objects inside, they’re a must pass.

One exception? Adorable mini clementine pump-
kins with faces drawn on with a Sharpie or food-safe
marker. Those make cute and healthy treats that
kids actually love to find in their bags because they
can go in their lunch box the next day. But they’re
actually better served at parties where sweet treats
might be frowned upon.

Homemade treats

Due to safety concerns, many parents won’t allow
their kids to eat homemade goodies from strangers.
This one is a true shame because it used to be that
everyone knew one neighbor was making popcorn
balls for Halloween and the other neighbor was mak-
ing taffy. If your parents didn’t make candy or treats
like these, then these were so nice to receive.

Loose change

Kids and parents alike cringe to see a bowl of
change for treats. Money is dirty, and mixing it in
with candy, even in the wrappers, just feels wrong.
And very germy. This one might incite parents to
mischief. So beware.

Pencils and erasers

While practical items, the holiday versions are not
great quality and, therefore, rather useless. The pen-
cils are often covered in a plastic wrap making them
impossible to sharpen. And the cute erasers aren’t
cute when they mark up papers. Hand these out and
you’re sure to be in line for some kind of prank.

THE MEAT AND ‘
POTATOES OF LIFE °

Lisa Smith Molinari

Life, like dancing, looks
different in middle age

Back then, I danced. I mean I really danced.

During my 20s and 30s, I’d hear a song that would make
me spring to my feet. Channeling the beat of the music
through gyrating torso and limbs, I swung my hair in loop-
de-loops just for laughs. Rivulets of sweat trickled down my
back, and when my evening was done, I slept like a rock.

I danced often. At cousins’ weddings. On Friday nights
with friends who came over for dinner and didn’t end up
leaving until 1 a.m. At bars or nightclubs when I was still
young enough to patronize them without looking pathetic.

Now, decades later, dancing just isn’t the same.

When I get the opportunity to dance, which isn’t often, for
the most part, I sit and watch. But every once in a while, like
an old dog who’s feeling frisky, I give it a go. A really good
’80s song fools me into believing I’ve still got it, so I shuffle to
the dance floor doing a sort of predance — biting my bottom
lip with one fist pumping in the air.

Once positioned, I begin, but soon realize my body doesn’t
dance spontaneously like it used to. I'm stiff, uncoordinated.
I must deliberately recall the moves that used to come so
freely, as I awkwardly re-create The Roger Rabbit, The Van
Halen Jump and The Hair Swing from faded memory. Even-
tually, thirst and a twinge of humiliation prompt me to slink
back to my seat.

Later, in the wee hours, I bolt awake when my calf seizes
up with cramps. And in the morning, I discover I have a kink
in my neck and won’t be able to turn my head to the left for
three more days.

Back then, when my husband Francis and I were in our
20s and 30s, we were still discovering ourselves and setting
standards for our life together.

We’d ponder, “Perhaps we’re the kind of people who brew
craft beers in our garage using apricots and toasted malts?
Maybe we surf, play tambourine in a coworker’s band, bake
gourmet biscotti, ride Harleys or run marathons?”

When we planned our home life together, we believed
we’d use the china from our wedding registry every Thanks-
giving. We were certain that romance will not be diminished
when we had kids.

Naively, we believed our babies would be born without the
use of pain medications. They’d eat organic, homemade baby
foods, and when old enough, they’d strictly adhere to a sys-
tem of marble jar behavior rewards as set forth in the June
issue of Parenting magazine. As teens, our children would
never defy our authority, because we’d raise them in an
environment of mutual respect.

Yeah, right.

Now, in our S0s, our days of self-discovery are behind us.
Somewhere along the way, life simply happened. We were
too busy working, paying taxes, raising kids and keeping our
marriage intact to bother with all those standards.

We simply became a family, naturally.

Our house has mismatched furniture and tumbleweeds of
dog hair. I drive used cars and take fiber supplements. Fran-
cis is bald and falls asleep in his recliner. I haven’t seen our
wedding china since we boxed it for storage before an over-
seas move 15 years ago. The money we dreamed we might
spend on exotic travel and trendy décor ended up being used
on braces for our three kids, mortgages, fan belts, plumbers’
bills and college tuition. Our idea of a great Friday night is
fire-pitting with the neighbors and still being in bed by 11.

Life didn’t follow the principled, high-minded blueprint we
planned, but we’ve had more fun than we ever imagined.

After more than 2'2 decades of marriage, parenting and
military life, I may not dance all that much anymore. But
I’ve gained the wisdom to know that, to me, it’s the love of
family, the companionship of friends, the honor of military
service and the richness of experience that make a life worth
living.

Read more at themeatandpotatoesoflife.com and in Lisa’s book, “The Meat and Potatoes of
Life: My True Lit Com.” Email: meatandpotatoesoflife@gmail.com
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in Afghanistan, as seen through
the eyes of Stars and Stripes
journalists covering America’s
longest war.

STARSK4STS RIPES 15 YEARS IN AFGHANISTAN

Over 100 pages
of stunning images
and stories from
the front lines.

15YEARS IN AFGHAN!STAN

M‘f

Only $1 4,99 with Free Shipping
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VENDORS FROM ALL OVER EUROPE

CHeeJse e WINES @ ANTIQUES @ FURNITURE & MUCH MORE

FOR I.D. CARDHOLDERS ONLY | STROLLERS ARE WELCOME

Cashless Payment only

® vsa SCAN THE QR-CODE FOR COMPLETE INFO —/

SPONSORSHIP DOES NOT IMPLY FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT
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READY
WHEN YOU ARE!

Chef-Inspired! 7. '%

CONVENIENT AND DELICIOUS! Look for the ‘Ready’ sign in-store or online.
Givethem a try!
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HONORABLY DISCHARGED VETERANS CAN SHOP THE BEST
BRANDS TAX-FREE FOR LIFE ATSHOPMYEXCHANGE.COM.
DISABLED VETERANS CAN SHOP IN-STORE.

THE EXCHANGE IS HONORED TO SERVE YOU!

» Serving those who serve since 1895  » Quality-of-Life force multiplier
» Department of Defense’s » Military-exclusive pricing
largest retailer » Tax-free savings

THE MILITARY STAR CARD IS YOURS, TOO!

» Lowest APR among all unsecured store credit options, regardless of credit score
» 10% off first-day’s purchases for new cardmembers

» 5 cents off every gallon of gas at Express fuel locations

» Free standard shipping on ShopMyExchange.com orders
» Unlimited 2% rewards everywhere the card is accepted

100% of Exchange earnings support Soldiers,
Airmen, Guardians and families

for more!

EXCHANGE

VISIT SHOPMYEXCHANGE.COM/VETS TO LEARN MORE.




Pace 38 SE3FE AR ] e STARS AND STRIPES ° Friday, October 25, 2024

'\
FROM A VISION TO A LEGACY

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF CREATING VACATION MEMORIES
FOR SERVICE MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES.
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Bizarro

It'e more plaugible
that you're MY
primitive ancegtor.

f‘\ BiZARRO.COM

WHY 15 MUSIC BASED
ON AN 3-NOTE OCTAVE
WHEN WE PLAY THE

PIANO WITH TEN
FINGERS?

Frazz

Loose Parts

Olq, and 1,4 be interested
in learning what your
one-minute facial special

is all about.
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PBlazet

et this cartoon signed & framed & get signed copies of LP besks at LoosePartsComiccom  30-25
©3024 Dave Blazek - loaseparts@verizonnet - Dist. by Andrews MecMeel Syndication

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

1 2 3

4 5 6 7

13

TOo COMPENSATE FOR | | THAT DIDN'T HER ANSWER OR

HOW A GUITAR HAS 51X | | MAKE AS MUCH YOUR QUESTION?
STRINGS FOR FOUR | [SENSE AS 1T
FINGERS. SEEMED LIKE

T SHOULD.

Iches! Syndication

OH,GREAT WISE ASS, WHAT
IS THE KEY TO PUTTING YOUR
CIFE ON THE RIGHT TRACK?

Pearls Before Swine

g
WSV oz024 wuew k.o 70-25 =

Non Sequitur

ASKING YOURSELF THIS ONE

$IMPLE QUESTION..AM T
TRULY LIVING OR MERELY
EXISTING?

l7 HOW COME YOU'RE 60

WELL... WEVE BEEN SEEING

T1025

PYRAMID FINA|
NC1
QUARTERLY REPOR‘\‘AL

© 2024 Steghan Pasis/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication

| EVERY DAY EATING NACHOS?

MARKET

WILEVINK @ EARTHLINK.NET

He WROTE TWO SILVER b pip vou N

WHICH OF THOSEAM T DOING | | (_ T'M OKAY WITH THAT. )
WHEN T JUST $ITAROUND |

GOCOMICS . CON / NONGEQUITUR

URE U EXI6TZ THEM FOREVER. THE FIRST | "FLYING SHIELDS KEPT DIVING T TWAT {
BURE UFO EXIE RECORDED INSTANCE | KNOW| OUT OF THE 6KY, ATTACKING ﬁEOM ‘#/e
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HAVE You FOUND

ANOTHER BUNDFOLD?

YOU'RE STWL LOOKING?
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CANYOU GET THE GENERAL )/ WHAT'S £l ( pINNER WILL YOU HAVE
TO REAP MY REPORT 2 INIT £ TO BE THERE?Z
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50 51 52

53 54 55
ACROSS 53 Make well 25 Lights-out tune

1 Writer Levin

4 Body powder

8 Musical finale

12 Pester

13 Met solo

14 Twistable cookie

15 Unexpected
pitch

17 Hit on the noggin

18 Delegate

19 Eastern path
21 PBS supporter
22 Red wine

26 Trademark

29 Sashimi fish
30 Greek vowel
31 Tax

32 “Homeland” org.

33 Angelic
instrument
34 Praise in verse

35 Stanley Cup org.

36 Scrabble pieces

37 Eye part

39 Victory

40 “You've got
mail” ISP

41 Strange thing

45 Pleased as
punch

48 Fermented
tea drink

50 Verdi opera

51 Morales of
“Jericho”

52 Pierced
body part

10-25
GZMV H

URQT

26 United nations

27 Make over

28 Declare

29 Be sick

32 Recorded a
score, with “up”

33 Brahmanist

54 Mar on a car
55 “The butler — it”

DOWN

1 Early Peruvian
2 Stadium cheers
3 Turkish officials

4 Put a price 35 Prefix with
on natal
5 Concert venue 36 Morsel
6 Actress Lucy 38 Tennis star
7 “I'm not a Rafael
bot” test 39 Helen Reddy’s
8 Winter quaff ‘I Am —"
9 Granada gold 42 Chilled
10 Comfy family 43 Bangkok
room cuisine
11 Fine, to NASA 44 Lawn party site
16 Silly goose 45 “So frustrating!”
20 Boxing legend 46 Fish story
23 Authentic 47 Nabokov novel

247To be, in Toulon 49 Sugary suffix
Answer to Previous Puzzle

| BlA|A
S E|R|R
E TIL|C
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E
PlU|B S
O|L|E D
I|{T|T A
O
A|R|E I|C|O
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PlAlY PIE|N
CRYPTOQUIP
GHCVMQQMF QLNM

UMEBMSQ XESSTHVD

CGHDQ, QCLVMQ EVF NRF, CZEC

GEQ FENNHVD MBHFMVXM.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF I TOLD A ONE-LINER
ON THE SUBJECT OF AN ARM BONE, I RECKON
THAT COULD BE A HUMERUS JOKE.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals G



LIONELS S0ME KIND OF
PRODIGY. HE'S ONLY TWO
AND HE'S ALREADY
MULTIPLYING
AND
DIVIDING.

©2024 Darrin Bl dist. by King Features Syndicate

Candorville

HE ASKED ME "WHAT'S
FIVE DIVIDED BY SEVEN,
AND | REALIZED... |
FORGOT HOW TO DO THAT.

720 1 caw pancakee s
(" awp PreTenpED . )

ADMITTING | DIPN'T KNOW ¢
“N.T0 FALL ASLEEP.

WOULD'VE WRECKED Hi6
IMAGE OF ME.

BUY CANDORVILLE BOOKS at WWW.CANDORVILLE.COM

EVEN IF MY BATTERY (S
DYING,  AM HAPPY
TO ESCAPE BEING PART OF
THE DECIDEDLY
CANNIBALISTIC ATMOSPHERE
DEVELOPING HERE.

Carpe Diem

Yt A T

© 200 ikt As ERksson/Buiis, DisT. By KimG FEATVRES SYMPICATE, INC.

WATCH YOUR LANGUAGE,

Beetle Bailey

GENTLEMEN,

THERE'S A LADY PRESEiJ

THAT SHOULP
SHUT THE,'F

MOUTHS /

E2024 Comicana. Inc. Distributedt by King Faatures Syndicate

38 Altar promise

40 Many corp.
recruits

42 NBC weekend
show

44 Actress Perlman

46 Cilium

50 “I'm not
listening ...!I"

52 Bit of baby
talk

54 Arthurian isle

10-26
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Bizarro Loose Parts Eugene Sheffer Crossword
BlZARRO.COM
FITTEDSHEETGHOSTS | Il FF F F BF T F P [° [
I'd Tike to read, '[‘ {l /// Y, 12 13
but oll they have N\ Y\ 1\ |/ / He keeps pressing me, _ _
iS Ladk igg“eg' | | H-B.Patterson, D.C. but 1 am NOT 3°‘"3
. CHIROPRACTOR to fold easily. 16 .17 18 .19
= 7 | T T
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50 51 52 |53
{ HAD A CHANCE T0 51T 1 WAS FASCINATED BY THE | | 1T 15 REMARKABLE HOLD ON.
IN ON A DOG OBEDIENCE CLICKERS THEY USE. | | HOW ANIMALS 54 55
TRAINING CLASS. WiLL SNA: '{_(‘)_
| KITENTI0
i A simMPLE 56 57 .
H ACROSS 55Range 24 Email subject
2 g
= 1 LP players 56 They're nuts line abbr.
N ; 6 Misgivings 57 Comes in last 25— -Magnon
g - 12 Meal 26 Escalade, for one
. . 13 “No question!” DOWN 28 Golden
Tslmg(srgmgss.g%%ne . ls: CAN 14 Acting company 1 Olympian breakfast roll
o : 9 Ui 30— cul
.S | PURPOSES, CAN T GET YOUR i| SWEAR 15 Big guitar queen culpa
3 | SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER AND brand 2 Wall St. debuts 31 Work unit
ﬁ | MOTHERS MAIPEN NAME > [ 16 Get lippy 3 Goethe play 33 Pea holder
§ 17Whispered 4 MSN, for one 34 Unpald TV ad
& “Hey!” 5 “Hurry!” 39 Acrylic fiber
0 19 Pink Floyd's 6 Really enjoys 41 Job openings
s Barrett 7 Skips 42 Duel prompter
o 20 Grand 8 PC port 43 Cathedral area
22 Plopped down 9 Pickup places 45 Prince in
24TV watchdog for commuters “Frozen”
AW, HOWN o TE org 10 “lliad” setting 47 Screenwriter
' Y g : .
. £ THEY &Y £ 27 Concerning 11 Dispatch James |
£ : fichitor=t 3 29 Abode 12 ACLU issues 48 Brady Bunch trio
§- : g 32 Present-giver’s 18Family moniker 49 S@zzling
3 % THe FIRST 8 purchase 21 Trendy 51 P.le — mode
% © OAD - aught ya! Ic-tac-
o & DOWNLEOA £ 35 Nitwit 23 “Caught ya!” 53 Tic-tac-toe loser
& 8 -
o Answer to Previous Puzzle
£ WU ozoz weer weam. 1520 e TP p—— 36 Labels
37 Hang low I
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CRYPTOQUIP

D USSA ADCS SXSOJ FNIC HWFR

HSTFWOS

ASMLRV.

RGSAXS DMIVSF DM

RVTR GTJ, DR ITM

UDR DM NMS UNNR.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN 1 WITNESSED
SOME BUSY BEAVERS CARRYING TWIGS, STONES
AND MUD, THAT WAS DAMMING EVIDENCE.

Today’s

Cryptoquip Clue: U equals F
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SCOREBOARD

COLLEGE FOOTBALL PRO HOCKEY PRO BASKETBALL

Wednesday’s scores

SOUTH
Kennesaw St. 27, Liberty 24
Jacksonville St. 42, Middle Tennessee 20

Schedule
Friday’s games

EAST

Yale (3-2) at Penn (2-3)
Louisville (4-3) at Boston College (4-3)

FAR WEST

Boise St. (5-1) at UNLV (6-1)
Rutgers (4-3) at Southern Cal (3-4)

Saturday’s games
EAST

Mercyhurst (2-5) at Sacred Heart (3-5)
Fordham (0-7) at Lehigh (3-3)
Navy (6-0) vs. Notre Dame (6-1) at East

Rutherford, N.J.
Cornell (2-3) at Brown (2-3)
Valparaiso (2-5) at Marist (0-7)
CCSU (3-4) at LIU Brooklyn (1-7)
Richmond (5-2) at Bryant (2-5)
Towson (3-4) at Monmouth (NJ) (4-3)
Duquesne (4-2) at Stonehill (1-5)
Maine (4-3) at Rhode Island (6-1)
Colgate (2-5) at Merrimack (3-4)
Holy Cross (3-5) at Lafayette (4-3)
Dartmouth (5-0) at Columbia (4-1)
Bucknell (3-4) at Georgetown (4-3)

(4s3t5 Francis (Pa.) (2-5) at Robert Morris
Princeton (2-3) at Harvard (4-1)
Albany (NY) (3-4) at Delaware (6-1)
William & Mary (5-2) at Stony Brook (5-2)
New Hampshire (4-3) at Villanova (5-2)
Rice (2-5) at Uconn (4-3)
Wagner (4-4) at Umass (1-6)

SOUTH

Georgia Tech (5-3) at Virginia Tech (4-3)

North Carolina (3-4) at Virginia (4-3)

Oklahoma (4-3) at Mississippi (5-2)

Charlotte (3-4) at Memphis (6-1)

Arkansas (4-3) at Mississipﬂi St. (1-6)

Georgia St. (2-4) at Appalachian St. (2-4)

Butler (5-2) at Davidson (5-2)

Presbyterian (2-6) at Stetson (2-4)

Elon (2-5) at Hampton (4-3)

S. Utah (3-4) at West Georgia (2-5)

N. Dakota St. (7-1) at Murray St. (1-6)

ETSU (4-3) at Wofford (3-4)

Samford (3-3) at The Citadel (3-5)

Temple (2-5) at East Carolina (3-4)

Howard (3-4) at Norfolk St. (2-6)

Charleston Southern (1-6) at Tennessee
Tech (2-5)

Jackson St. (5-2) at Bethune-Cookman

Utah Tech (0-8) at E. Kentucky (3-4)

Lamar (4-3) at Northwestern St. (0-8)

E. lllinois (1-6) at UT Martin (4-3)

Morgan St. (3-4) at NC Central (5-2)

Delaware St. (1-6) at SC State (4-2)
(sszo)uthern Miss. (1-6) at James Madison

W. Carolina (4-3) at Mercer (6-1)

Missouri (6-1) at Alabama (5-2)

BYU (7-0) at UCF (3-4)

Alabama A&M (3-3) vs. Alabama St. (3-3)
at Birmingham, Ala.

VMI (0-7) at Chattanooga (4-3)

McNeese St. (4-4) at Nicholls (3-4)

NC A&T (1-6) at Campbell (2-5)

Tarleton St. (6-1) at Austin Peay (3-4)

Texas (6-1) at Vanderbilt (5-2), 4:15 p.m.

Louisiana-Monroe (5-1) at South Alaba-
ma (3-4)

Incarnate Word (5-2) at SE Louisiana

Southern U. (4-3) at Florida A&M (3-3)
Florida St. (1-6) at Miami (7-0)
Auburn (2-5) at Kentucky (3-4)
SMU (6-1) at Duke (6-1)

MIDWEST

Buffalo (4-3) at Ohio (4-3)

Nebraska (5-2) at Ohio St. (5-1)
Morehead St. (4-3) at Dayton (5-1)
Washington (4-3) at Indiana (7-0)
S3an Diego (4-2) at St. Thomas (Minn.)

(4-
S. lllinois (2-5) at Indiana St. (2-5)
(3(21e)nt. Michigan (3-4) at Miami (Ohio)
Gardner-Webb (2-5) at SE Missouri (7-1)
W. lllinois (3-4) at Lindenwood (Mo.)

3-5
Kent St. (0-7) at W. Michigan (4-3)
Bowling Green (3-4) at Toledo (5-2)
Maryland (4-3) at Minnesota (4-3)
E. Michigan (5-2) at Akron (1-6)
N. lllinois (4-3) at Ball St. (2-5)
Northwestern (3-4) at lowa (4-3)
Missouri St. (5-2) at N. lowa (2-5)
(zl\éc))rth Dakota (5-2) at Youngstown St.
Penn St. (6-0) at Wisconsin (5-2)
Michigan St. (4-3) at Michigan (4-3)
South Dakota (6-1) at S. Dakota St. (5-2)
Kansas (2-5) at Kansas St. (6-1)
SOUTHWEST

Tulane (5-2) at North Texas (5-2)

Texas A&M Commerce (1-6) at Prairie
View (2-5)

MVSU (0-7) at Ark.-Pine Bluff (2-5)

Texas Tech (5-2) at TCU (4-3)

UTSA (3-4) at Tulsa (2-5)

Oklahoma St. (3-4) at Baylor (3-4)
(5Nz(§rth Alabama (3-5) at Cent. Arkansas

Troy (1-6) at Arkansas St. (4-3)

CZramblmg St. (4-3) at Texas Southern

2-
Utah (4-3) at Houston (2-5)
Houston Christian (3-4) at Stephen F.
Austin (4-3)
LSU (6-1) at Texas A&M (6-1)
FAR WEST

Montana (5-2) at N. Colorado (1-6)
Illinois (6-1) at Oregon (7-0)

Wake Forest (3-4) at Stanford (2-5)
Oregon St. (4-3) at California (3-4)
New Mexico (3-4) at Colorado St. (4-3)
Sacramento St. (3-4) at Idaho St. (3-5)
West Virginia (3-4) at Arizona (3-4)
Utah St. (1-6) at Wyoming (1-6)

San Jose St. (5-2) at Fresno St. (4-3)

E. Washington (2-5) at Idaho (5-3)
Cincinnati (5-2) at Colorado (5-2)
Washington St. (6-1) at San Diego St.

3-3
Nevada (3-5) at Hawaii (2-5)

Wednesday’s transactions

BASKETBALL
Women’s National Basketball
Association
WASHINGTON MYSTICS — Fired general
manager Mike Thibault and coach Eric

Thibault.
FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Reinstated OL
Christian Jones from injured reserve.
Signed QB Anthony Brown Jr. to the prac-
tice squad.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Designated CB
Jalyn Armour-Davis to return from injured
reserve.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Designated WR
Adam Thielenand S Jordan Fuller to return
frominjured reserve and OLBD.J. Wonnum
from the physically unable to perform list.
Re-signed LB Chandler Wooten and DT T.J.
Smith to the practice squad.

CHICAGO BEARS — Designated RB Travis
Homer and OT Larry Borom to return from
injured reserve.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Designated G
Wyatt Teller to return to practice.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Designated DT Jor-
dan Phillips to return frominjured reserve.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Signed LS Matt
Orzech to a contract. Released DL Jonath-
an Ford.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Signed LB Devin
White to a contract.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Released K
Spencer Shrader from the practice squad.
Signed WR Ethan Fernea to the practice
squad.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Elevated CB Ah-
kello Witherspoon to the active roster.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Designated QB Tua
Tagovailoa to return from injured reserve.
Signed QB C.J. Beathard and WR Tarik
Black to the practice squad. Released TE
Hayden Rucci from the practice squad.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed TE Rob-
ert Tonyan to the practice squad.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed LB
Keshawn Banks to the practice squad.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Signed OL Jack
Driscoll to the active roster. Signed WR
Parris Campbell and DT Siaki lka to the
practice squad.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Placed WR
Brandon Aiyuk on injured reserve. Signed
DL Evan Anderson, OL Dieter Eiselen and
WR Malik Turner to the active roster.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Traded LB Je-
rome Baker and a fourth-round draft pick
to Tennessee in exchange for LB Ernest
Jones IV. Designated OT Abraham Lucas
and George Fant to return to practice.
Signed CB Damarion Williams to the prac-
tice squad. Claimed LB Josh Ross off waiv-
ers from Baltimore. Placed T Stone For-
sythe on injured reserve.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Placed WR
Chris Godwin on injured reserve. Signed
WR Ryan Miller and P Treton Gill to the ac-
tive roster. Signed WR Dennis Houston to

the practice squad.
HOCKEY

National Hockey League

COLORADO AVALANCHE — Reassigned F
Calum Ritchie to Colorado (AHL). Recalled
F Chris Wagner from Colorado.

ST. LOUIS BLUES — Reinstated C Oskar
Sundqvist from injured reserve.

SEATTLE KRAKEN — Reassigned D Cale
Fleury to Coachella Valley (AHL).

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Waived LW
Conor Sheary.

UTAH HOCKEY CLUB — Sent Patrik Koch
to Tucscon (AHL).

SOCCER

Major League Soccer
AUSTIN FC — Re-signed D Brendan
Hines-lke to one-year contract extension.
PHILADELPHIA UNION — Signed M Quinn
Sullivan to a three-year contract.

NFL NHL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE EASTERN CONFERENCE
East Atlantic Division

W L T Pct PF PA GP W L OTPts GF GA
Buffalo 5 2 0 .714 199 136 Florida 8 4 3 1 9 24 29
Miami 2 4 0 .333 70 129 Tampa Bay 6 4 2 0 8 26 20
N.Y. Jets 2 5 0 .286 128 145 Ottawa 6 4 2 0 8 22 19
New England 1 6 0 .143 99 175 Toronto 7 4 3 0 8 22 19
South Boston 7 33 1 7 21 24
Buffalo 8 3 4 1 7 25 28
L T Pet PF PA  potroit 6 33 0 6 15 17
Houston 5 2 0 .714 165 159 Montreal 7 2 4 1 5 18 28

Indianapolis 4 3 0 .571 155 149 Metropolitan Division
Jacksonville 2 5 0 .286 145 194 GP W L T Pts GF GA

Tennessee 1 5 0 .167 106 144 o S
North N.Y.Rangers 6 5 0 1 11 31 12
New Jersey 9 5 3 1 11 32 28
L T Pt PF PA  \vashington 6 5 1 0 10 26 18
Baltimore 5 2 0 .714 218 180 Pittsburgh 8 3 4 1 7 27 35
Pittsburgh 5 2 0 .714 161 101 Carolina 5 3 2 0 6 15 13
Cincinnati 3 4 0 .429 178 166 Columbus 6 3 3 0 6 24 20
Cleveland 1 6 0 .143 109 162 N.Y.Islanders 6 2 2 2 6 14 15
West Philadelphia 7 1 5 1 3 17 31

W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 6 0 01.000 146 103

4

3

Denver 3 0 .571 145 106
L.A. Chargers 3 0 .500 106 83

Las Vegas 2 5 0 .286 124 183
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Washington 5 2 0 .714 218 152
Philadelphia 4 2 0 .667 134 115
Dallas 3 3 0 .500 126 168
N.Y. Giants 2 5 0 .286 99 149
South
L T Pct PF PA
Atlanta 4 3 0 .571 163 169
Tampa Bay 4 3 0 .571 209 182
New Orleans 2 5 0 .286 177 180
Carolina 1 6 0 .143 110 243
North
L T Pct PF PA
Detroit 5 1 0 .833 182 120
Minnesota 5 1 0 .833 168 107
Green Bay 5 2 0 .714 186 143
Chicago 4 2 0 .667 148 101
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Seattle 4 3 0 .571 180 164
Arizona 3 4 0 .429 150 178
San Francisco 3 4 0 .429 180 158
L.A. Rams 2 4 0 .333 114 154
Thursday’s game
Minnesota at L.A. Rams
Sunday’s games

Arizona at Miami

Atlanta at Tampa Bay
Baltimore at Cleveland
Green Bay at Jacksonville
Indianapolis at Houston
N.Y. Jets at New England
Philadelphia at Cincinnati
Tennessee at Detroit
Buffalo at Seattle

New Orleans at L.A. Chargers
Carolina at Denver
Chicago at Washington
Kansas City at Las Vegas
Dallas at San Francisco

Monday’s game
N.Y. Giants at Pittsburgh
Thursday, Oct. 31
Houston at N.Y. Jets
Sunday, Nov. 3

Dallas at Atlanta

Denver at Baltimore

L.A. Chargers at Cleveland
Las Vegas at Cincinnati
Miami at Buffalo

New England at Tennessee
New Orleans at Carolina
Washington at N.Y. Giants
Chicago at Arizona
Jacksonville at Philadelphia
Detroit at Green Bay

L.A. Rams at Seattle
Indianapolis at Minnesota
Open: Pittsburgh, San Francisco

Monday, Nov. 4
Tampa Bay at Kansas City

Maybank Championship

Thursday
At TPC Kuala Lumpur - West Course
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Purse: $3 million
Yardage: 6,536; Par: 72
First Round

Mao Saigo 30-33-63 -9

Hae-Ran Ryu 33-31-64 -8
Wei-Ling Hsu 32-33-65 -7
Ruixin Liu 33-32-65 -7
Na Rin An 32-34-66 -6
Kristen Gillman 32-34—66 -6
Minami Katsu 35-31-66 -6
Yuka Saso 35-31-66 -6
Maja Stark 32-34-66 -6

Amy Yang 31-35-66 -6
Celine Boutier 33-34—67 -5
Gemma Dryburgh 36-31-67 -5
Nataliya Guseva 33-34—67 -5
Grace Kim 32-35-67 -5
Jennifer Kupcho 33-34—67 -5
Wichanee Meechai 33-34—67 -5
Paula Reto 35-32—-67 -5

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Winnipeg 6 6 0 0 12 27 10
Minnesota 6 4 0 2 10 20 12
Dallas 7 5 2 0 10 20 13
Utah 7 4 2 1 9 22 24
St. Louis 7 4 3 0 8 19 20
Colorado 7 3 4 0 6 24 31
Chicago 7 2 4 1 5 18 24
Nashville 6 1 5 0 2 14 23

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Calgary 6 5 0 1 11 24 15
Vegas 7 4 2 1 9 29 21
Vancouver 6 31 2 8 20 18
Los Angeles 7 3 2 2 8 22 25
Seattle 7 4 3 0 8 24 20
Anaheim 6 3 2 1 7 15 16
Edmonton 7 2 4 1 5 14 27
San Jose 7 05 2 2 13 29

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Wednesday’s games
Washington 6, Philadelphia 3
Thursday’s games

Dallas at Boston

Florida at N.Y. Rangers
Minnesota at Tampa Bay
New Jersey at Detroit

St. Louis at Toronto
Carolina at Calgary
Colorado at Utah
Winnipeg at Seattle

San Jose at Los Angeles

Friday’s games
Ottawa at Vegas
N.Y. Islanders at New Jersey

Nashville at Chicago
Pittsburgh at Edmonton

Saturday’s games

Detroit at Buffalo
Minnesota at Philadelphia
Utah at Los Angeles
Anaheim at N.Y. Rangers
St. Louis at Montreal
Toronto at Boston
Washington at Tampa Bay
Winnipeg at Calgary
Florida at N.Y. Islanders
Chicago at Dallas
Columbus at Nashville
Carolina at Seattle
Pittsburgh at Vancouver
San Jose at Vegas

Sunday’s games

Edmonton at Detroit
Anaheim at New Jersey
Montreal at Philadelphia
Ottawa at Colorado

Erste Bank Open

Wednesday
At Wiener Stadthalle
Vienna
Purse: Euro 2,470,310
Surface: Hardcourt indoor
Men’s Singles
Round of 32
Tomas Machac, Czechia, def. Fabian
Marozsan, Hungary, 7-6 (5), 6-1.
Grigor Dimitrov (3), Bulgaria, def. Zhang
Zhizhen, China, 6-4, 7-5.
Karen Khachanov, Russia, def. Thiago
Seyboth Wild, Brazil, 6-2, 6-4.
Brandon Nakashima, United States, def.
Tommy Paul (4), United States, 6-4, 6-4.
Round of 16

Alexander Zverev (1), Germany, def.
Marcos Giron, United States, 6-2, 7-5.

Matteo Berrettini, Italy, def. Frances Tia-
foe (5), United States, 6-3, 6-7 (6), 6-3.

MLS playoffs

Wwild card
Eastern Conference

Tuesday: Montreal 2, Atlanta 2, Atlanta
advances 5-4 on penalty kicks
Western Conference
Wednesday: Vancouver 5, Portland 0
First Round
Best-of-three
x-if necessary
Eastern Conference
Cincinnati vs. New York City

Monday, Oct. 28: at Cincinnati
Saturday, Nov. 2: at New York City
x-Sunday, Nov. 9: at Cincinnati
oOrlando vs. Charlotte FC
Friday: at Orlando
Friday, Nov. 1: at Charlotte FC
x-Saturday, Nov. 9: at Orlando
Columbus vs. New York
Tuesday, Oct. 29: at Columbus
Sunday, Nov. 3: at New York
x-Sunday, Nov. 10: at Columbus
Miami vs. Atlanta
Friday, Oct. 25: at Miami
Saturday, Nov. 2: at Atlanta
x-Saturday, Nov. 9: at Miami
Western Conference
Seattle vs. Houston
Monday, Oct. 28: at Seattle
Sunday, Nov. 3: at Houston
x-Sunday, Nov. 10: at Seattle
Los Angeles FC vs. Vancouver
Friday, Oct. 25: at Los Angeles FC
Sunday, Nov. 3: at Vancouver
x-Friday, Nov. 8: at Los Angeles FC
Real Salt Lake vs. Minnesota
Tuesday, Oct. 29: at Real Salt Lake
Saturday, Nov. 2: at Minnesota
x-Friday, Nov. 8: at Real Salt Lake
LA Galaxy vs. Colorado
Friday, Oct. 25: at LA Galaxy

Friday, Nov. 1: at Colorado
x-Saturday, Nov. 9: at LA Galaxy

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
Orlando 17 2 6 57 43 18
Washington 17 6 2 53 50 28
Gotham FC 16 4 5 53 37 19
Kansas City 15 3 7 52 54 30
North Carolina 12 10 3 39 34 27
Chicago 10 13 2 32 30 35
Portland 9 12 4 31 34 35
Bay FC 10 14 1 31 28 39
Louisville 711 7 28 32 36
UtahRoyalsFC 7 14 4 25 21 36
Angel City 712 6 24 29 39
Seattle 6 14 5 23 25 41
San Diego 513 7 22 21 34
Houston 515 5 20 18 39

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Sunday, Oct. 13

Washington 4, Louisville 1
Utah Royals 3, Seattle 0
Houston 2, San Diego 0

Friday, Oct. 18
Seattle 2, Houston 1
Saturday, Oct. 19

Kansas City 4, San Diego 1
Louisville 1, Portland 0
Bay FC 1, North Carolina 0

Sunday, Oct. 20

Gotham FC 3, Orlando 1
Washington 2, Chicago 0
Utah Royals FC 1, Angel City 1, tie

Friday, Nov. 1

Gotham FC at Utah Royals FC
Angel City at Portland

Saturday, Nov. 2

Seattle at Orlando
Washington at North Carolina
Bay FC at Houston

Sunday, Nov. 3
Kansas City at Chicago
Louisville at San Diego
End of regular season

AUTO RACING

NASCAR Cup points leaders

Through Oct. 21
1. Christopher Bell 4086
2. Kyle Larson 4079
3. William Byron 4071
4, Joey Logano 4061
5. Denny Hamlin 4044
6. Tyler Reddick 4041
7. Ryan Blaney 4024
8. Chase Elliott 4018
9. Alex Bowman 2232
10. Martin Truex Jr. 2194
11. Austin Cindric 2179
12. Daniel Suarez 2164
13. Ty Gibbs 2162
14. Brad Keselowski 2127
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Pearsall can shine with Aiyuk out

By Josa DuBow
Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — The
plan to ease rookie receiver Ricky
Pearsall back into form as he
worked his way back from being
shot in the chest didn’t last long for
the San Francisco 49ers.

With Brandon Aiyuk out for the
season after tearing ligaments in
his right knee Sunday, Pearsall
quickly goes from a luxury depth
option on San Francisco’s offense
to one of the key pieces.

“There are definitely a lot of op-
portunities for us,” Pearsall said
Wednesday about him and fellow
rookie receiver Jacob Cowing.
“Obviously, it sucks seeing a guy
like B.A. go down — one of our
leaders on the team, big playmak-
ers and one of my close buddies
who I've known for a really long
time. It hurt my heart to see him go
down. ... Now we have a lot of roo-
kies who need to step up like my-
self.”

The Niners are short-handed
when it comes to playmakers on
offense with Aiyuk out for the sea-
son and All-Pro running back
Christian McCaffrey being side-
lined by Achilles tendinitis that
has kept him out since August.

The status of two of the team’s
other top receivers is also in ques-
tion this week with Deebo Samuel
missing practice Wednesday, a
day after being released from the
hospital after spending two nights
there with pneumonia, and Jauan
Jennings out with a hip injury that
could force him to miss a second
straight game.

Pearsall had three catches for
21 yards in his debut, while play-
ing 48 snaps on offense in a loss to
the Kansas City Chiefs. There
were also some mix-ups, includ-
ing a bad route he ran on his first
target of the game that went for an
incompletion late in the first half.

“It was just a communication
error,” Pearsall said. “Obviously,
we haven’t had many reps at that
together, me being out. I was just a
few yards too deep. I can cut thata
little shorter, and the ball
would’ve been right on my chest.”

After getting most of his prac-
tice time at the “X” receiver spot
that lines up on the line of scrim-
mage, Pearsall got opportunities

EakiN HowarD/AP

San Francisco wide receiver Ricky Pearsall had three catches for 21 yards in his NFL debut last week
against Kansas City. The 49ers might have to count on Pearsall for more this week because of injuries.

V)

Dallas Cowboys (3-3)
at San Francisco 49ers (3-4)
AFN-Sports
1 a.m. Monday CET
9 a.m. Monday JKT

line Sunday because of all the in-
juries.

Coach Kyle Shanahan said he
was pleased with how Pearsall
performed in that role and hopes
to build on it this week when San
Francisco plays Dallas.

“I think he’s wired to run every

said. “Ricky is a plug-and-play
with all routes. It’s not like he has a
small route tree and can only do
certain things, so he can run the
whole tree.”

That was one of the traits that
led the 49ers to draft Pearsall in
the first round in April with the
31st pick. He missed the majority
of training camp with injuries to
his hamstring and shoulder, but
was on track to be ready for the
opener before he was shot in the
chest in San Francisco’s Union
Square area during a robbery at-
tempt Aug. 31.

He was hospitalized overnight
but avoided damage to any organs
and nerves and was back working
out at the team facility the follow-
ing week. He returned to practice
for the first time last week before

build on in the coming weeks.

“I saw alot of room for improve-
ment.” he said. “Obviously, being
out of training camp and this peri-
od of time for the season, there’s a
lot of opportunity for me to get bet-
ter. I just have to go back and do
that and grind and do what I nor-
mally do and work hard.”

Notes: The Niners promoted
DT Evan Anderson from the prac-
tice squad to fill Aiyuk’s spot on
the roster after he went on IR. ...
TE George Kittle (foot), DL Kevin
Givens (groin), S George Odum
(knee) and LT Trent Williams
(veteran day) all missed practice.
... DL Nick Bosa (elbow), RB Jor-
dan Mason (shoulder) and WR
Chris Conley (ankle) were limited.
... San Francisco signed WR Malik
Turner and OL Dieter Eiselen to

STEPHANIEISGARBROUGH/AP
Carolina Panthers quarterback
Bryce Young was benched earlier
this season after getting off to
another slow start.

QB Young
set to start
again with
Dalton hurt

By STEVE REED
Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Bryce
Young is back in as Carolina’s start-
ing quarterback.

Panthers coach Dave Caneles
said Young would start Sunday
against the Denver Broncos after
Andy Dalton was diagnosed with a
sprained thumb on his right throw-
ing hand sustained during a car
crash Tuesday in Charlotte.

Dalton did not practice Wednes-
day andislisted as day to day. There
is a chance he could be the No. 2
quarterback this week depending
on hisrecovery.

“Bryce has been an absolute stud
through this whole process. He has
been engaged,” Canales said. “He
has been involved in what we were
doingandisexcited aboutthe oppor-
tunity.”

Young said Canales has not told
him who will be the team’s starting
QB moving forward if he plays well
this week.

The startwill give Young, theNo.1
overall pick in the 2023 draft, anoth-
er opportunity to prove himself be-
fore the Nov. S trade deadline. He is
2-16 as an NFL starter and was
benched two games into the season
because of his ineffectiveness.

He was replaced by Dalton, who
won his first start but has lost four
straight since.

“I'm fired up for him to have an-
other opportunity and just get in
there and play some football,” Ca-

to play out of the slot and off the route as a receiver,” Shanahan making a debut that he hopes to the practice squad. nales said of Young.
On AFN
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Atlanta Falcons (4-3)
at Tampa Bay Buccaneers (4-3)
AFN-Sports2
6 p.m. Sunday CET
2 a.m. Monday JKT

Philadelphia Eagles (4-2)
at Cincinnati Bengals (3-4)
AFN-Atlantic
6 p.m. Sunday CET
2 a.m. Monday JKT

Indianapolis Colts (4-3)
at Houston Texans (5-2)
AFN-Sports
6 p.m. Sunday CET
2 a.m. Monday JKT

Buffalo Bills (5-2)
at Seattle Seahawks (4-3)
AFN-Sports2
9 p.m. Sunday CET
5 a.m. Monday JKT

Kansas City Chiefs (6-0)
at Las Vegas Raiders (2-5)
AFN-Atlantic
5 p.m. Sunday CET
5 a.m. Monday JKT
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Nam Y. Huw/AP

Chicago Bears quarterback Caleb Williams has led the team to a 4-2
start after being selected first overall in the 2024 NFL Draft.

Possible

matchup

with Daniels not
fazing Williams

By ANDREW SELIGMAN
Associated Press

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — Caleb
Williams wasn’t getting caught up
in any hype over a potential
matchup with Jayden Daniels or
playing in his hometown.

The No. 1 overall draft pick
comes out of Chicago’s bye look-
ing to build on a string of dominant
performances when the Bears vis-
it the Washington Commanders
on Sunday. And that’s what mat-
ters to him.

“My job is to go win games on
Thursdays, Sundays and Mon-
days. That’s it,” he said Wednes-
day.

The matchup between quarter-
backs drafted with the first two
picks this year is no sure thing af-
ter Daniels suffered a rib injury in
a 40-7 rout of Carolina.

He missed practice Wednes-
day, casting more doubt on wheth-
er he’ll be available this week.

Williams, who grew up in Mary-
land and Washington, hopes Da-
niels is able to play. Either way, he
figures they’ll see plenty of each
other in the coming years.

“Obviously he’s on the same
side, the NFC side, so I'll be seeing
him a good amount I would say,”
Williams said. “We’ll see from this
game and in the future. I think it’s
going to be great for us and the
battle between us is what y’all
want to kind of talk about. But my
job is to go out there and win the
game for the Chicago Bears.”

With three straight wins and a
4-2 record, the Bears come out of
their bye hoping to pick up where
they left off. Williams was starting
to look the part of a franchise

Chicago Bears (4-2) at
Washington Commanders (5-2)
AFN-Sports
9:25 p.m. Sunday CET
5:25 a.m. Monday JKT

quarterback and the offense ap-
peared to be coming together after
a shaky start, helping Chicago
beat the Los Angeles Rams, Car-
olina and Jacksonville Jaguars.

It’s added up to their best start
since the 2020 team was S-1 on the
way to an 8-8 finish. If they beat
Washington (5-2), the Bears will
have their first four-game win
streak since 2018 NFC North
championship season.

The teams the Bears have beat-
en, including Tennessee in the
season opener, are a combined 6-
20. Their losses were to Indiana-
polis (4-3) and Houston (S-2).

The Bears struggled through
their first three games. Some vet-
eran players told offensive coordi-
nator Shane Waldron they wanted
to be coached harder following a
loss at Indianapolis in Week 3. Re-
ceiver DJ Moore said there has
been a noticeable difference, par-
ticularly in walk-throughs.

“Walk-throughs got real de-
tailed,” he said. “If you’re not out
there doing the right thing, it will
be seen and we’re going to re-do it
and that’s what really has been the
difference right now.”

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
w L Pct GB

Boston 1 01.000 -
Brooklyn 0 1 .000 1
Philadelphia 0 1 .000 1
New York 0 1 .000 1
Toronto 0 1 .000 1

Southeast Division
w L Pct GB

Orlando 1 01.000 -
Atlanta 1 01.000 —
Charlotte 1 01.000 -
Washington 0 0 .000 V2
Miami 0 1 .000 1
Central Division

w L Pct GB
Indiana 1 01.000 —
Milwaukee 1 01.000 -
Cleveland 1 01.000 -
Chicago 0 1 .000 1
Detroit 0 1 .000 1

Western Conference

Southwest Division
W L Pct GB

Memphis 1 01.000 -
New Orleans 1 01.000 —
Dallas 0 0 .000 123
San Antonio 0 0 .000 123
Houston 0 1 .000 1
Northwest Division

W L Pct GB
Oklahoma City 0 0 .000 -
Denver 0 0 .000 -
Minnesota 0 1 .000 123
Portland 0 1 .000 123
Utah 0 1 .000 Y2

W L Pct GB

Phoenix 1 01.000 —
Golden State 1 01.000 —
L.A. Lakers 1 01.000 —
Sacramento 0 0 .000 123
L.A. Clippers 0 1 .000 1

Tuesday’s games

Boston 132, New York 109
L.A. Lakers 110, Minnesota 103

Wednesday’s games

Indiana 115, Detroit 109
Cleveland 136, Toronto 106
Milwaukee 124, Philadelphia 109
Orlando 116, Miami 97

Atlanta 120, Brooklyn 116

New Orleans 123, Chicago 111
Charlotte 110, Houston 105
Memphis 126, Utah 124

Golden State 139, Portland 104
Phoenix 116, L.A. Clippers 113, OT

Thursday’s games

Boston at Washington
San Antonio at Dallas
Minnesota at Sacramento
Oklahoma City at Denver

Friday’s games

Brooklyn at Orlando
Philadelphia at Toronto
Charlotte at Atlanta
Detroit at Cleveland
Indiana at New York
Chicago at Milwaukee
Memphis at Houston
Golden State at Utah
New Orleans at Portland
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers

Saturday’s games

L.A. Clippers at Denver
Boston at Detroit
Cleveland at Washington
Miami at Charlotte
Oklahoma City at Chicago
Orlando at Memphis
Toronto at Minnesota
Houston at San Antonio
Dallas at Phoenix
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers

Sunday’s games

Philadelphia at Indiana
Milwaukee at Brooklyn

New Orleans at Portland
Atlanta at Oklahoma City
L.A. Clippers at Golden State

Monday’s games

Indiana at Orlando
Washington at Atlanta
Milwaukee at Boston
Detroit at Miami
Cleveland at New York
Denver at Toronto
Chicago at Memphis
Houston at San Antonio
Utah at Dallas

L.A. Lakers at Phoenix
Portland at Sacramento

Healthy LaMelo Ball
plays like all-star he
was before injuries

By KrisTIE RIEKEN
Associated Press

HOUSTON — LaMelo Ball
looked like the superstar that nag-
ging ankle injuries have kept him
from being for most of the last two
seasons in Charlotte’s opener
Wednesday night.

Playing in a regular-season
game for the first time since Jan.
26,Ballhad 34 points, 11 assistsand
eight rebounds to lead the Hornets
to a110-10S win over Houston.

Ball made four 3-pointers and
all 10 of his free throws to help
Charlotte to the victory.

The Hornets are counting on
Ball to be on the court a lot more
than he has been in recent years as
they attempt to end an eight-year
playoff drought.

He was the third overall pick in
the 2020 draft and was named Roo-
kie of the Year that season before
making the All-Star Game in his
second year. But soon he began to
struggle with ankle injuries and
was limited to just S8 games com-
bined in the past two seasons be-
cause of them.

Now that he seems to have put
those problems behind him, first-
year coach Charles Lee was asked
what a healthy Ball does for his
team.

Lee exhaled deeply and smiled
before answering.

“He’s like the engine for us,” he
said. “If we have a healthy LaMelo
Ball, we’re going to do alot of really

good things because I know that
he’s going to continue to grow and
he helps everyone around him
continue to be better, too.”

The 23-year-old was all smiles
after the game and reflected on be-
ing back on the court after his
tough stretch.

“It’s blessings, just doing what
we love,” he said. “We grew up
playing basketball, so to be able to
still doit for yourliving is an amaz-
ing feeling.”

Lee said that Ball has been con-
sistent in his commitment to being
great since their first phone call af-
ter he was hired and raved about
his young star.

“He wants to be someone who
earns the trust of his teammates
and his coaches, and wants to be a
winner and wants to impact win-
ning,” Lee said. “SoItold him what
I think is going to help us impact
winning and I think that you saw
tonight him implementing that
with some of his defensive efforts,
some of the multiple efforts that he
made and then offensively playing
withthe passand driving. SoI’'mall
around excited for him.”

The Hornets trailed by as many
at 18 points Wednesday before
surging late to rally for the victory.
Ball was encouraged by how the
team came together after strug-
gling early in the game.

“First game, you want to just
come out and set a tone,” he said.
“So we had to get that first win.”

ERic CHRISTIAN SMITH/AP

Charlotte Hornets guard LaMelo Ball shoots against the Rockets
during the first half Wednesday in Houston. The Hornets won 110-105.
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SEC QB’s Heisman hopes
have tanked in league play

By Magrk LoNG
Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — South-
eastern Conference quarterbacks
may have played themselves out of
the Heisman Trophy race for now.

Well, maybe not Vanderbilt’s
Diego Pavia. But he could be next.

Alabama’s Jalen Milroe has
more interceptions than touch-
down passes in four league games.
Georgia’s Carson Beck hasleveled
off against SEC competition, get-
ting picked off eight times in his
last four outings, including three at
Alabama and three more at Texas
last week.

Mississippi’s Jaxson Dart, Tex-
as’Quinn Ewers, Tennessee’sNico
Iamaleava and LSU’s Garrett
Nussmeier also have cooled con-
siderably since conference games
began.

Missouri’s Brady Cook is the
lone SEC starter without an inter-
ceptioninleague play, buthis com-
pletion percentage has dipped
nearly 20 points heading into Sat-
urday’s test at No. 15 Alabama.

No one should be surprised con-
sidering the powerhouse SEC has
been known more for its stout de-
fenses for decades. But four of the
past five Heisman winners — LSU
quarterback Jayden Daniels
(2023), Alabama quarterback
Bryce Young (2021), Alabama re-
ceiver DeVonta Smith (2020) and
LSU quarterback Joe Burrow
(2019) — came from the SEC.

Now, though, it looks like a long
shot for any SEC player to even
land aninvitation tothe Downtown
Athletic Club in early December.
The last time that happened was in
2017.

According to BetMGM Sports-
book, Beck, Ewers and Milroe
were the preseason Heisman favo-
rites. Their recent turnover-laden
performances have left them out-
side the top five, now trailing Boise
State running back Ashton Jeanty,
Miami quarterback Cam Ward,
Oregon quarterback Dillon Ga-
briel, Colorado two-way star Tra-
vis Hunter and Clemson quarter-
back Cade Klubnik.

Not surprisingly, SEC coaches
are defending their QBs.

“In Jalen’s case, I know how he
takes it all on himself,” Alabama
coach Kalen DeBoer said. “But
there’s other things that we can all
do to help support him and keep
him from being in those tough
spots. ... We need to come through
and help him a little bit more, too.
And just like you’d guess, he can
continue to improve as well.”

Georgia coach Kirby Smart was
even more protective of Beck.

“He had probably eight or nine
drops,” Smart said. “And that’s
hard on the quarterback psycho-

-
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VasHA Hunt/AP

Georgia quarterback Carson Beck fumbles as he is hit by Alabama
linebacker Qua Russaw on Sept. 28. Beck has thrown eight
interceptions in his past four games, all against SEC opponents.
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No. 21 Missouri (6-1)
at No. 15 Alabama (5-2)
AFN-Sports
Saturday 9:30 p.m. CET
Sunday 4:30 a.m. JKT

No. 8 LSU (6-1)
at No. 14 Texas A&M (6-1)
AFN-Sports2
Sunday 1:30 a.m. CET
Sunday 8:30 a.m. JKT

logically. When you start a game
and you have drops, sometimes it
affects you. I’'m not saying he
played perfect. ... Ithink he played
pretty good. But everybody will
look at stats and everybody will
look at other things and they’ll
have things to say, and we’ll keep
on playing with Carson Beck.”

No one suggested benching
Beck. Oklahoma and Texas can’t
say the same about their starters.

The Sooners already switched
from sophomore Jackson Arnold
to freshman Michael Hawkins Jr.
and now back to Arnold. They also
fired play-caller Seth Littrell this
week amid the team’s offensive
struggles.

The Longhorns briefly benched
Ewers during a sluggish start
against Georgia and have highly
touted Arch Manning patiently
waiting his turn.

Ewers, a third-year starter who
led Texas to the College Football
Playoff last season, hasn’t looked
the same since a strained abdomen
sidelined him for 2'2 games.

“It’s there a little bit, but I think
that’s just how injuries go,” Ewers
said after losing to Georgia.
“You're going to feel it, whether
it’s just my mind thinking about it
too much or it’s just there a little
bit. I’'snot abigissue or anything.”

Ewers has thrown for 410 yards,

with three TDs and two INTs, in
two SEC games.

“We have confidence and belief
in him,” Texas coach Steve Sarki-
sian said. “I think he’s going to
come out and play really good foot-
ball for us here in the second half of
the season.”

Most of the SEC’s starting QBs
are looking for similar, second-
half surges. Just six weeks ago,
Milroe, Dart, Beck, Iamaleava,
Ewers and Nussmeier were consi-
dered among the top-10 betting fa-
vorites for the Heisman.

Even more recently, Dart, Mil-
roe and Iamaleava had single-digit
odds. They’ve since faded into
Heisman afterthoughts.

Pavia, meanwhile, has yet to
crack any Heisman lists. But the
unlikely hero from Vanderbilt’s
epic upset of Alabama is now play-
ing for a ranked team — the Com-
modores are No. 25 in the latest AP
college football poll — and could
find himself in the postseason
award mix if he beats No. S Texas,
eighth-ranked LSU and No. 7 Ten-
nessee down the stretch.

“Every time I step on the field, I
feel like I’'m the best player on the
field — every single time,” Pavia
said.

It’s about how all his QB coun-
terparts felt before league play be-
gan.

MENGSHIN LIN/AP

Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty leads the nation with 1,248
yards rushing and is among the favorites to win the Heisman Trophy.

Playoff hopes on line
for Boise State, UNLV

By MARK ANDERSON
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — If Friday night’s
game between No. 17 Boise State
and UNLV had been played even a
year ago, it would’ve been a nota-
ble regional matchup.

But because the College Foot-
ball Playoff tripled in size to a 12-
team field, the game now carries
national implications.

The winner takes a major step
toward securing a spot in the
playoff, which takes the five high-
est-ranked conference cham-
pions, guaranteeing space for a
Group of Five program.

“We know it’s a big game,” Re-
bels coach Barry Odom said.
“Don’t run from it. Don’t make it
bigger than it needs to be, but un-
derstand the moment that they’ve
earned, they’ve created for not on-
ly our program but our confe-
rence. You look around the world
of college football this week and in
the top five games it’s UNLV and
Boise.”

The Broncos (5-1, 2-0 Mountain
West) have a little more margin
for error for making the playoffs.
Their only defeat was 37-34 to top-
ranked Oregon on a last-second
field goal, and a loss to UNLV
could be made up by winning the
conference championship.

UNLV (6-1, 2-0) will have a
nearly impossible task of trying to
make the playoffs if the Rebels
lose. Their loss was 44-41 in over-
time to Syracuse on Oct. 4, which
dropped the Rebels from their
first ranking in team history.

“I'm shocked they’re not ranked
in the Top 25,” said Boise State
coach Spencer Danielson, point-
ing out UNLV won at Houston,
Kansas and Oregon State. “They
deserve that for sure.”

This game is not only an opportu-
nity for the Broncos to make an im-
pression on a national level, but al-
so continue to push the Heisman
Trophy case for Ashton Jeanty. He
leads the nation with 1,248 yards
rushing and averages 9.9 per carry.

(& (o,

No. 17 Boise State (5-1)
at UNLV (6-1)
AFN-Pacific
Saturday 4:30 a.m. CET
Saturday 11:30 a.m. JKT

BetMGM lists Jeanty as the 2-1
favorite to become the first player
from outside a power conference
since BYU quarterback Ty Detm-
er in 1990 to hold college football’s
most coveted individual trophy.

Odom used several words to de-
scribe Jeanty, who averages 208
yards rushing per game, but found
he couldn’t come up with ade-
quate words “to give him the re-
spect of how great of a player he is.
I don’t know if there are any com-
parisons. People have asked me to
compare him to someone. I can’t.
He’s unique.”

Potential shootout

If the statistics are any indica-
tion, this will be a high-scoring
game.

A sampling of the national rank-
ings:

B Boise State is third in scoring
offense (46.8-point average) and
UNLYV is fifth (43.6).

B The Broncos are second in
rushing with a 289.8-yard average
and the Rebels are fifth (251.4).

B Boise State’s 523-yard offen-
sive average is fourth.

A tough out

UNLYV rallied to win at Kansas
and Oregon State and came back
to force overtime against Syra-
cuse.

“They’re gritty,” Danielson
said. “You get something on them,
they’re going to stay in the fight. I
respect that a lot.”
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Warren adds wrinkle to Penn State offense

By TravVis JOHNSON
Associated Press

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. — Andy
Kotelnicki has coached plenty of
versatile players over the years.
None of them could do what Penn
State tight end Tyler Warren is do-
ing.

The hulking 6-foot-6, 260-pound
Warren lined up in nine different
spots, went in motion seven times,
blocked, carried the ball, caught
the ball and pitched the ball all on
No. 3 Penn State’s first possession
in an overtime win at Southern
California on Oct. 12.

Later, in his FBS record-tying
17-catch performance against the
Trojans, Warren was the fulcrum
for another Kotelnicki original
when he motioned to the center
spot, snapped the ball, sliced his
way into the end zone and beat a
defender for a touchdown that
sparked Penn State’s comeback
win.

Kotelnicki, in his first year as
Penn State’s offensive coordina-
tor, called it a play he could’ve
drawn up playing backyard foot-
ball, only possible with a player of
Warren’s abilities and IQ.

“He’s pretty special,” Kotel-
nicki said. “Probably one of a kind
in that sense. I'm really enjoying
finding creative ways to get him
the football and I appreciate his
willingness to want to do creative
things.”

The Nittany Lions (6-0, 3-0 Big
Ten) travel to Wisconsin (5-2, 3-1)
on Saturday having shown a new
Warren wrinkle nearly every

CL

No. 3 Penn State (6-0)
at Wisconsin (5-2)
AFN-Atlantic
1:30 a.m. Sunday CET
8:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

week. As aresult, Penn State ranks
10th nationally in total offense af-
ter finishing no better than 34th
each of the previous three seasons
and has set itself up to make a run
at the Big Ten championship.

Kotelnicki’s desire to get War-
ren the ball has played a big part.

The tight end leads Penn State
with 40 catches for 513 yards and
four touchdowns. He’s also car-
ried five times for 38 yards and a
score, and has completed two pas-
sesfor 26 yards and another touch-
down.

Warren is on pace to surpass the
year Georgia tight end Brock Bow-
ers had in 2022, one of the greatest
seasons by an FBS tight end. The
Bulldogs won the national cham-
pionship that season and Bowers
finished with 63 catches for 942
yards and seven touchdowns in 15
games.

“I’ve been talking about him be-
ing the best tight end in college
football, but the reality is he’s now
part of a conversation of one of the
best players in all of college foot-

Kyusunc GonG/AP

Penn State tight end Tyler Warren had 17 catches in an overtime win over Southern Cal on Oct. 12.

ball,” Penn State coach James
Franklin said.

Warren shrugs off the praise.

“One guy usually will make a
play but there are so many things
thatgointoitand 10 other guys that
had to do something for that one
guy to make a play, so that’s just
why I love football,” Warren said.
“It takes a team. It takes the guys
around you and that’s something I
really enjoy.”

Sure, Penn State’s offensive line
has been physical, running backs
Kaytron Allen and Nick Singleton

have delivered big plays, and
quarterback Drew Allar has
shown command of Kotelnicki’s
offense from the start.

But they all know that Warren’s
unique ability to touch the ball in
nearly any phase makes them one
of the toughest groups for oppo-
nents to slow down.

When Kotelnicki first met War-
ren in the weeks leading up to
spring practice, he was deter-
mined to test the depth of the se-
nior’s knowledge. Kotelnicki had
seen a bunch of Warren’s colle-

giate tape and his high school bas-
ketball reel, but he still wanted to
know how much Warren really un-
derstood offensive concepts.

Also, could he throw the ball?

The quiet, humble Warren, who
passed for 3,654 yards in high
school, was almost incredulous.

“He’s like, ‘Coach, I was a high
school quarterback,” Kotelnicki
said. “All this is possible because
he has that background athletical-
ly, buttwo, because he just does ev-
erything right. He’s a tell-you-
once guy.”

Transition rough for several former Pac-12 teams

By ANNE M. PETERSON
Associated Press

Oregon has made a splash in its
first Big Ten season but the other
former Pac-12 teams are finding
the transition far more difficult.

UCLA, USC and Washington are
all sitting in the bottom half of their
new conference’s standings mid-
way through the season and are col-
lectively 4-10 in Big Ten play.

The Trojans and the Bruins, who
were the first Pac-12 teams to an-
nounce they were leaving the con-
ference before it fell apart in re-
alignment in the summer of 2023,
have just one Big Ten win apiece
this season.

USC (3-4,1-4) has dropped three
straight, including last Saturday’s
29-28 loss at Maryland. The Tro-
jans have led in the fourth quarter
of all seven of their games this sea-
son.

“We’ve had amyriad of different
issues,” coach Lincoln Riley said
this week. “I think the reality is
we’ve been in a lot of really close
games, we’ve had some opportuni-
ties to separate in several of these
games and we haven’t. We’ve had
some opportunities to close them.

B(&)

Rutgers (4-3)
at Southern Cal (3-4)
AFN-Sports
5 a.m. Saturday CET
Noon Saturday JKT

——

)

\"J

Washington (4-3)
at No. 13 Indiana (7-0)
AFN-Atlantic
6 p.m. Saturday CET
1 a.m. Sunday JKT

-

@

No. 20 lllinois (6-1)
at No. 1 Oregon (7-0)
AFN-Sports2
9:30 p.m. Saturday CET
4:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

We’ve had some unfortunate
breaks, we’ll call them, in several of
these games, but we haven’t been
good enough to overcome those.”

The Trojans, who opened the
season with a win against LSU in
Las Vegas and were ranked as high
as No. 11 earlier in the season, have
a chance to get back on track at
home against Rutgers on Friday
night.

Overall, the Big Ten’s teams are
S-11 when traveling over multiple
time zones. Collectively, USC,
UCLA and Washington have just
one conference win on the road.

The Huskies (4-3,2-2) will play at
No. 13 Indiana on Saturday in their

second road game played at 9 a.m.
back home.

Washington won the Pac-12
championship and went on to play
in the national championship game
last season but subsequent turn-
over meant this was essentially a
rebuilding year for the Huskies.
Coach Jedd Fisch, in his first year
with the Huskies, knew there
would be highs and lows.

“There are so many new faces,
new bodies, new people playing po-
sitionsthey’veneverplayedbefore,
in atmospheres they’ve never
played, in a conference we’ve nev-
er played in. There was going to be
so much new that it was going to be

impossible to suggest thatit was go-
ing to look too different than it is
right now,” Fisch said.

UCLA (2-5, 1-4) snapped a five-
game losing streak with a 35-32 vic-
tory at Rutgers last weekend, for
the Bruins’ first win in the new con-
ference.

“I’'m excited to get a Big Ten win
butwe have afew more gamesand I
would like to become bowl eligi-
ble,” Bruins coach DeShaun Foster
said. “So we’re just going to contin-
ue to play and hopefully we get
there.”

Interestingly, Oregon State and
Washington State, the lone two re-
maining teams in the Pac-12 after

realignment, have both defeated
Big Ten opponents this season. The
Beavers beat Purdue and the Cou-
gars beat Washington.

The outlier for the Pac-12-to-Big
Tenteamsis the Ducks, ranked No.
linthenation forthe firsttimesince
2012, and boosted by a victory two
weeks ago at home over then-No. 2
Ohio State.

“Entering this conference,
there’s some new challenges that
are presented. Going through the
summer scouting reports, youreal-
ize that some of these teams that we
are going to get to play, and it’s
really exciting. But I'll tell you here
at Oregon, we chase and attack
those challenges,” Dan Lanning
predicted before the season kicked
off.

Oregon (7-0,4-0) got off to a sha-
ky start in lackluster nonconfe-
rence wins against Idaho and Boise
State thatnow seem like anomalies.
Last weekend on the road the
Ducks shut out the Boilermakers
35-0. Thisweek they host No. 20 I1li-
nois.

It’s likely Oregon will figure into
the expanded College Football
Playoff field barring disaster.
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Unbeaten Navy faces test vs. Notre Dame

By Tom CANAVAN
Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Ittook Navy five years, five wins to
start the season and a second-year
coach to get back into the AP Top
2S.

That No. 24 ranking could be on
the line Saturday when the Mid-
shipmen (6-0) face No. 12 Notre
Dame (6-1) at MetLife Stadium in
the New Jersey Meadowlands
sports complex.

“It’s a great opportunity for our
team and our program,” Navy
coach Brian Newberry said.
“These are the kind of games you
want to play in. It’s a great thing
about coming to school here at Na-
vy is you get to play a team like
Notre Dame every year: a big
game on national stage like that.
That’s what you want.”

Beating Notre Dame will be a
big ask for Navy, which lost 42-3 to
the Irish in Dublin in August 2023.
BetMGM Sportsbook has made
Notre Dame a 12Y%2-point favorite
in this 97th meeting in a series that
dates to 1927.

Nick Wass/AP

Navy players celebrates their win over Charlotte by singing their alma
mater “Navy Blue and Gold” last Saturday in Annapolis, Md.

“We know who we are and what
we’re able to do, and we have to
control that,” Navy quarterback
Blake Horvath said. “There’s
nothing that Notre Dame can do
that will change who we are. We
can beat ourselves and that’s for
sure and that’s something we
haven’t done so far this year.”

Notre Dame coach Marcus
Freeman said the Irish are playing

an opponent that vastly improved
from last season. The Midship-
men are averaging 44.8 points and
435.8 total yards, including 274.8
rushing.

“Ilove it,” said Freeman, whose
team beat Georgia Tech 31-13 last
weekend. “We’re looking forward
to a great challenge. To play a 6-0
team, as the head coach you’d
much rather do that than play a

No. 12 Notre Dame (6-1)
vs. No. 24 Navy (6-0)
At East Rutherford, N.J.

AFN-Sports
6 p.m. Saturday CET
2 a.m. Sunday JKT

team that’s 0-6, because it doesn’t
take much to motivate your guys.”

Navy is just about as motivated.

“We can’t treat this like it’s the
Super Bowl,” senior linebacker
Kyle Jacob said. “It’s the next
game.”

Everyone knows the Super
Bowl for Navy will be Dec. 14
against Army at the Washington
Commanders’ home stadium in
Landover, Md.. The teams, each
6-0 for the first time since 1926,
could also meet in the American
Athletic Conference title game

eight days earlier in either Anna-
polis or West Point.

Notre Dame knows it is the big-
gest game on essentially every op-
ponent’s schedule. And while the
list of longtime Irish rivals in-
cludes matchups with schools
such as Michigan, Purdue, South-
ern California and Stanford, the
one with Navy carries a different
feel.

That’s not because these teams
have met on the football field ev-
ery year since 1927, except the
pandemic 2020 season. This one
has been played in a variety of lo-
cations, including Washington,
Baltimore, Philadelphia, San Die-
go, Cleveland and South Bend,
Ind.

Meanwhile, Charlotte coach
Biff Poggi said after his team’s S1-
17 loss at Navy that Horvath de-
served Heisman Trophy consider-
ation. There is still along way to go
before that’s a possibility, but
Horvath and Alabama’s Jalen Mil-
roe are the only players in Football
Bowl Subdivision with 10 touch-
downs each rushing and passing.
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WORLD SERIES

GopoFReDO A. VAsQuEz/AP

The Yankees’ Giancarlo Stanton celebrates hitting a two-run home run in Game 5 of the ALCS. Stanton’s
batting gloves and elbow pad are accented in the Yankees’ new adopted color: Statue of Liberty green.

By RoNaLD BLum
Associated Press

NEW YORK — These Yankees
have minted a new vibe going into
their first World Series since 2009.

Baseball’s most tradition-bound
team, with a grandiose granite-
and-limestone stadium and pin-
striped home uniforms that have
hardly changed since 1936, has
added a flamboyant flash to its ac-
cessories: Statue of Liberty green.

“Been kind of looking for a little
accent color and I think the Statue
of Liberty and what it represents
in the city and the state, it’s a good
one,” said captain Aaron Judge,
who started the color craze.

New York remains the major
leagues’ most conservatively
dressed club in an era marked by
expressions of individuality —
Yankees players remain forbid-
den from long hair or beards un-
der a policy owner George Stein-
brenner issued in 1976. But
whether its Jazz Chisholm Jr. and
Alex Verdugo wearing glitzy
chains, or Juan Soto walking up to
a dembow hit titled after his signa-
ture “Soto Shuffle,” this year’s
team isn’t as stodgy as the Yan-
kees of yesteryear.

Up and down the lineup, noth-
ing expresses that quite like all the
mint green accents. It’s on cleats,
chest protectors, batting gloves
and sliding mitts, along with wrist
and elbow guards. This is one
team happy to be told it looks like
statues — at least sartorially.

Judge is the Yankees’ ultimate
influencer, and if he goes green,
the rest of the team follows.

Reliever Jake Cousins remem-

Scoreboard

World Series

(Best-of-seven)
x-if necessary
N.Y. Yankees vs. L.A. Dodgers

Friday: N.Y. Yankees (Cole 8-5) at L.A.
Dodgers (Flaherty 13-7), AFN-Sports, 2
a.m., Saturday CET; 9 a.m. Saturday JKT

Saturday: N.Y. Yankees (TBD) at L.A.
Dodgers (Yamamoto 7-2), AFN-Sports, 2
a.m. Sunday CET; 9 a.m. Sunday JKT

Monday, Oct. 28: at N.Y. Yankees, AFN-
Sports,1a.m. Tuesday CET; 9 a.m. Tuesday
JKT

Tuesday, Oct. 29: at N.Y. Yankees, AFN-
Sports, 1 a.m. Wednesday CET; 9 a.m.
Wednesday JKT

x-Wednesday, Oct. 30: at N.Y. Yankees,
AFN-Sports, 1 a.m. Thursday CET; 9 a.m.
Thursday JKT

x-Friday, Nov. 1: at L.A. Dodgers, AFN-
Sports, 1 a.m. Saturday CET; 9 a.m. Satur-
day JKT

x-Saturday, Nov. 2: at L.A. Dodgers, AFN-
Sports, a.m. Sunday CET; 9 a.m. Sunday
JKT

bered joining up with the Yankees
at the team hotel in Phoenix after
he was acquired on March 31, the
fourth day of the season.

“I got on the bus, went to the
back, justkind of said, ‘What’s up?’
to everybody and sat there in si-
lence,” Cousins said. “And when
we pulled into the stadium —
Judge sits at the very front — and
we got off the bus, and Judge got
off first. He waited off on the side
for me and I was the last guy off
the bus and Judge was there wait-
ing for me, like, ‘Hey, man, wel-
come to the team. If you need any-
thing, I’ll help you out.” That just
shows his true leadership.”

Now 32 and likely to win his sec-
ond AL MVP Award, Judge leads
the Yankees into the World Series
starting Friday at the Los Angeles
Dodgers. He signed with the Yan-
kees in 2013, made his big league

Minting a new vibe

Image-conscious Yankees adopt accent co

or

debut three years later and in De-
cember 2022 was appointed the
team’s first captain since Derek
Jeter.

“T’ve been in the Yankees orga-
nization for a while and I just felt
like that was what I saw the veter-
an guys do, and I just wanted to be
apart of that,” Judge said. “I try to
continue to do that to this day and
try to show our younger guys the
same thing, ‘How you doing
around here?’ because the quicker
we get these guys feeling comfor-
table with us, feel like they’re a
part of this team, the better they’re
going to be playing, the better
they’re going to help us win
games.”

Yankees manager Aaron Boone
cites a togetherness that devel-
oped when players started report-
ing to the minor league complex in
Tampa, Fla., last January, well be-
fore spring training. Five of the 26
players on the active roster for the
AL Championship Series clincher
were not with the Yankees when
spring training started and accli-
mated after they arrived.

Chisholm has added to the exu-
berance since he was acquired
from Miami on July 27. The infiel-
der is co-owner of his glove com-
pany, Absolutely Ridiculous Inno-
vation for Athletes (ARIA), and a
staffer traveled to Boston with ap-
propriately hued gear for his Yan-
kees debut at Fenway Park on Ju-
ly 28.

“Brings a lot of swag to the park
every day and energy — kind of a
light and a smile,” manager Boone
said. “He’s hugged our room and
they’ve hugged him back.

Role: Torres getting on
base pivotal for Yankees

FROM PAGE 48

Leading off

Yankees: Second baseman
Gleyber Torres, who can become
a free agent this fall, is playing in-
spired ball in October after look-
ing lackadaisical at times the past
few years. His .400 on-base per-
centage from the leadoff spot in
nine postseason games has been
critical to New York’s offensive
production, forcing opposing
pitchers to face the likes of Soto,
Judge and ALCS MVP Giancarlo
Stanton with runners aboard. That
leaves less margin for error and
means fewer opportunities to
work around any of the big slug-
gers.

Dodgers: Ohtani has struck out
17 times in his first postseason, but
the $700 million superstar has
scored 12 runs in 11 games. He’s
batting .286 with three homers, 10
RBIs and a.934 OPS. He homered
on consecutive swings at Citi Field
in the NLCS, including a leadoff
shot in Game 4. What he hasn’t
done yet is steal a base, after swip-
ing 59 bags during the regular sea-
son to go with his 54 homers, mak-
ing him the first major leaguer
with a S0-50 season. The Yankees
have a few left-handers they can
use to try to neutralize Ohtani, in-
cluding starter Carlos Rodon, re-
lievers Tim Hill and Tim Mayza —
and Nestor Cortes if he returns
from an elbow injury as anticipat-
ed.

Who's on first?

Yankees: After missing the Di-
vision Series against Kansas City
because of two fractured fingers
on his right hand, first baseman
Anthony Rizzo returned in the AL
Championship Series versus Cle-
veland and batted .429 (6-for-14)
with a double and two walks. The
35-year-old Rizzo has played in 54
postseason games and won a
World Series ring with the 2016
Chicago Cubs.

Dodgers: Hard to know what
Freddie Freeman can provide
even after six days off going into
Game 1. The popular first base-
man has been playing with a badly
sprained right ankle that caused
him to miss three NL playoff
games, including two of the final
three in the NLCS against the
Mets. Los Angelesis averaging 9.3
runs per game without him in Oc-
tober. Can that possibly continue?
Freeman, an eight-time All-Star
and the 2020 NL. MVP, is batting
.219 with one RBI and no extra-
base hits during the postseason. If
he sits, the flexible Dodgers could
again move Max Muncy from
third base to first and put Kiké
Hernandez at third.

Short story

Yankees: Gold Glove shortstop

Anthony Volpe had nine hits and
eight walks for a .459 on-base per-
centage during the AL playoffs —
a huge improvement over his .288
career mark in two major league
seasons. Volpe’s newfound pa-
tience at the plate toward the bot-
tom of the order has helped turn
the lineup over and provide RBI
chances for the hitters at the top.

Dodgers: Tommy Edman was
acquired from St. Louis in late Ju-
ly and played in only 37 games this
season because of wrist surgery
and a sprained ankle. Filling in at
shortstop for injured Miguel Ro-
jas, the switch-hitter found him-
self in the cleanup spot a couple of
times during the NLCS — an un-
usual choice at 5-foot-10 and 193
pounds with 59 regular-season
homers in six big league seasons.
But boy did he deliver. Edman
batted .407 with a home run, 11
RBIs and a 1.022 OPS to earn
NLCS MVP honors. All-Star
catcher Will Smith and slugging
outfielder Teoscar Hernandez
didn’t get going against the Mets
until Game 6. And with Freeman
struggling or sidelined throughout
the series, Edman’s at-bats behind
Ohtani and Betts were pivotal.
Maybe they will be again.

Arms race

Yankees: New York’s rotation
is lined up with Cole, the reigning
AL Cy Young Award winner, like-
ly followed by Rodén, Clarke
Schmidt and rookie Luis Gil. Yan-
kees manager Aaron Boone also
likes his bullpen, with former cas-
toff Luke Weaver flourishing in
his new closer role. Tommy Kahn-
le has allowed three hits in seven
shutout innings this postseason,
and Hill has a 1.59 ERA in seven
appearances. Big names or not,
they all will have their work cut
out for them against a powerful
and patient Dodgers lineup that
drew 42 walks from the Mets — a
record for any postseason series.

Dodgers: A rash of pitching in-
juries has left manager Dave Ro-
berts with just three healthy start-
ers. Jack Flaherty, a July 30 trade
acquisition from Detroit, will get
the ball in the Series opener. Ya-
mamoto, the $325 million rookie
from Japan, goes in Game 2. Be-
sides that it’s Walker Buehler (1-6,
S5.38 ERA) and at least one bullpen
game in the best-of-seven series.
Flaherty is 1-2 with a 7.04 ERA in
three postseason starts — though
he dominated the Mets in Game 1
of the NLCS. Yamamoto is 1-0 with
a 5.11 ERA, also in three outings.
Buehler is 0-1 with a 6.00 ERA in
two starts totaling nine innings.
Perhaps that gives the Yankees an
advantage on the mound. But the
Dodgers won two of three bullpen
games during the playoffs — when
facing elimination in San Diego,
and the NLCS clincher.
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SPORTS
Don't overlook role players

World Series has stars, but
others may decide outcome

By MIKE FITZPATRICK
Associated Press

aron Judge, Juan Soto and Gerrit Cole.
Shohei Ohtani, Mookie Betts and Yoshinobu
Yamamoto.

No doubt, many of baseball’s biggest names
will be center stage when the New York Yankees and Los
Angeles Dodgers square off in a dream World Series
matchup between two of the sport’s most successful and
storied franchises.

Huge payrolls, massive media markets, enormous fan
bases. New York with the best regular-season record in the
American League at 94-68, and Los Angeles tops in the Na-
tional League at 98-64.

But even with all that star power on the field, this Fall
Classic could be decided by the less-celebrated players
batting in front of Soto and Judge, and the grind-it-out guys
hitting behind Ohtani and Betts. Or the unheralded arms
coming out of the bullpen to replace Cole and Yamamoto
on the mound.

Some things to watch for when the Yankees and Dodgers
meet in the World Series for the 12th time overall and first
in 43 years. Game 1 is Friday in Los Angeles.

Perfect record on line

Unbeaten Navy, ranked 24th, faces
No. 12 Notre Dame » College football, Page 46

SEE ROLE ON PAGE 47

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI, ABOVE, AND GODOFREDO VASQUEZ, RIGHT/AP

Above: All eyes are on Dodgers slugger Shohei Ohtani, who this season became the first major leaguer to
hit more than 50 home runs and steal more than 50 bases. He’s playing in the postseason for the first
time. Right: Yankees slugger Aaron Judge led the major leagues in home runs this season with 58.

With Riyuk out, 49ers’ Pearsall can step up . ... (VUSRI




