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US Army tests
using drones for
blood delivery

By J.P. LAWRENCE
Stars and Stripes

Army drones are dropping
packages of simulated blood over
the Mojave Desert in an effort to
find better ways to rush medical
supplies to wounded troops as
quickly as possible.

In recent months, soldiers at
Fort Irwin, Calif., have practiced
gathering the drone cargo after
the supplies drift to the ground, at-
tached to small, orange-and-white
parachutes.

Lessons from two decades of
war in Iraq and Afghanistan,
scenes from Ukraine and fears of
future conflicts with countries
such as China are driving the ef-
forts, researchers told Stars and
Stripes.

“The need is pretty clear: mak-
ing sure that whole blood is acces-
sible to forward medics,” said
Nathan Fisher, chief of medical
robots and autonomous systems at
the Telemedicine and Advanced
Technology Research Center, at
Fort Detrick, Md.

Fisher’s medical supply drone,
known as Project Crimson, was
what flew overhead and dropped
off the fake blood at Fort Irwin
during a training scenario for a
mass-casualty situation.

The exercise ran from late Sep-
tember into November and in-

SEE DRONES ON PAGE 3

THiEM HuynH/U.S. Army

A U.S. Army aerial drone delivers
a payload of medical supplies
during the exercise Project
Convergence 22 at Fort Irwin,
Calif., on Oct. 28.

BERNAT ARMANGUE/AP

Ukrainian servicemen fire toward Russian positions in the front line near Kherson, southern Ukraine, on Wednesday.

Moving with momentum

After Russian retreat, Ukrainian military looks to what's next

By Sam MEDNICK
Associated Press

KHERSON, Ukraine — The Uk-
rainian sniper adjusted his scope
and fired a SO-caliber bullet at a
Russian soldier across the Dniep-
er River. Earlier, another Ukrai-
nian used a drone to scan for Rus-
sian troops.

Two weeks after retreating
from the southern city of Kherson,
Russia is pounding the town with
artillery as it digs in across the
Dnieper River.

Ukraine is striking back at Rus-

EUROPE
Bombed not
beaten: Ukraine’s
capital flips to
survival mode
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sian troops with its own long-dis-
tance weapons, and UKkrainian of-
ficers say they want to capitalize
on their momentum.

The Russian withdrawal from

the only provincial capital it
gained in nine months of war was
one of Moscow’s most significant
battlefield losses. Now that its
troops hold anew front line, the ar-
my is planning its next move, the
Ukrainian military said through a
spokesman.

Ukrainian forces can now strike
deeper into the Russian-con-
trolled territories and possibly
push their counteroffensive closer
to Crimea, which Russia illegally
captured in 2014.

Russian troops continue to es-

tablish fortifications, including
trench systems near the Crimean
border and some areas between
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions
in the east.

In some locations, new fortifica-
tions are up to 37 miles behind the
current front lines, suggesting
that Russia is preparing for more
Ukrainian breakthroughs, ac-
cording to the British Ministry of
Defense.

“The armed forces of Ukraine

SEE MOMENTUM ON PAGE 4



Pace 2 3RS RE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Friday, November 25, 2022

BUSINESS/WEATHER

EUROPE GAS PRICES EXCHANGE RATES

Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel Azores 4.768 South Korea (Won) 1328.02
Germany $4.030 $4.549 $4.889  $5615 cﬁa;ge in price $ Military rates Switzerland (Franc) 0.9422
Change in price . ) ) - - Euro costs (Nov. 22) oo Thailand (Baht 313
Netherlands $4.379 $4639  $4.639 Turkey $4964  §5.203¢ British pound (Nov. 25) srig ey (Newtir 186225
Change in price . . i Change in price . . Japaﬂese yen (Nov. 25) 137.00 (Military exchar]ge rates are thos_e_ e_lva!lable
Fuel prices are updated daﬂy South Korean won (Nov. 25) 1316.00  to customers at military banking facilities in the
U.K. $4.485 $4.825 $5.551 c cial rates country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
Change in price . . . . . . many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
geinp These prices are effective Nov. 25 the Netherlands and the United Kingd
Bahrain (Dinar) 3770 For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
B”ta'(’j‘ (Pou|r|1d) 12146 chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
gﬁinna (aY(Dc:])ar) %?ggg your local military banking facility. Commercial
PACI Flc GAS PRICES Denniarl??Krone) 71350 rates areinterbankrates provided for reference
Egypt (Pound) 24:5453 when byying currency. All figures are for_ei_gn
Country Super E10 Superunleaded Superplus  Diesel South Korea $3.719 $4.579 $5.300 Euro 0.9594  currencies to one dollar, except for the British
Japan $4.559 $5.279 . X . - - Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.8105 pound, which is reprgseqted in dollars-to-
R Change inprice  -12.0 cents -11.0 cents -8.0 cents Hungary (Forint) 395.73  pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)
Change in price -10.0 cents -8.0 cents Israel (Shekel) 34510
Okinawa $2.699 27 e Aieems et eee Japan (Yer) TN INTEREST RATES |
Change in price  -11.0 cents 8.0 cents Changein price  -11.0 cents -10.0 cents -10.0 cents Kuwait (Dinar) 0.3072
: - Norway (Krone) 9.9078  Prime rate 7.00
Philippines (Peso) 56.66 |Fﬂt§FeSItfRatdeS DiSCkOl;nt Eate ggg
*Di kM Poland (Zloty) 4.51 ederal funds market rate .
-~ ] DieselEFD Mldgrade Saudi Arabiay(RiyaI) 3.7579 3-month bill 4.31
Pacific prices for the week of Nov. 25 - Dec. 1 Singapore (Dollar) 1.3743  30-year bond 3.73

FRIDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

KAZAKHSTAN

RUSSIA

AZEFIB AIJAN
TURKEY |\ Caspia
Sea

KYRGYZSTAN|

Kabul
[ ]

Baghdad %

72/61 o~

IRAQ

<1

Kuwait Cit
76/64

Riyadh e )
82/64<% A’
79/62

SAUDI ARABIA

AFGHANISTAN

Kandahar e

IRAN

. PAKISTAN
Bahrain

Arabian Sea

WEATHER OUTLOOK

FRIDAY IN EUROPE

“2

UNITED £
KINGDOM

POLAND
® Zagan
40/34

) NGARY
apa b
AN SROMANIA
he

UKRAINE

Sels o Rams
56/46 7). 047/3

Stuttgarte

46/4
FRANCE
PORTUGA| SPAIN
JSmMorén ( ., <~
®67/55 /"
Rota

6}5"5» Py

SATURDAY IN THE PACIFIC

'y v 2N
CHINA ERUSSIA// :/ ~a /] /7
‘/\\i_/ 4 g : //;/ AV ///”N
. SA/ 4 M'G\” N Y Pacific
// O 5'5‘7 M  Ocean
e N. KOREA
p o
¥ \Seoulﬁ
. S.
% okyo
/45
e 4 ~__eBusan
11 57/5
o >,
Saset%p@k
64/57 7
£
ool
¢ Philippine
) J° Sea
o Iéi’///////f///
Okinawa
78/75
The weather is provided by the
American Forces Network Weather Center,
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb.

TODAY

IN STRIPES

Classified .....cccusmesssnne: 36
Comics ...consneeee 34,38,39
Crossword ....... 34,38,39
(0 T1T1 1107 | [—— ||
71711y £ JN— B 1.

STRIPES

However you read us,
wherever you need us.

Mobile ® Online ® Print

ADVERTISING

MIDDLE
EAST

PACIFIC

| CustomerService@stripes.com |

CustomerService@stripes.com |

| PacificAdvertising@stripes.com |

+49 (0) 0631.3615.9111
DSN: 314.583.9111

ADVERTISING

+49 (0) 0631.3615.9111
DSN: 314.583.9111

ADVERTISING

+81 (42) 552.2511
DSN: 315.227.7310

| Round-the-world news for America’s military. |

Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill.
Also available on mobile apps for Android and iOS.

STARSE

L STRIPES.

Mobile * Onllne * Print




Friday, November 25, 2022

e STARS AND STRIPES °

SRR RE ]

Pace 3

MILITARY

Austin:

By Douc WARE
Stars and Stripes

On the final step of his six-day,
three-nation foreign trip, Secreta-
ry of Defense Lloyd Austin said
Wednesday that the world must
have rules-based order if it wants
international security during a
time of heightened conflict.

Austin made the remarks while
he was on his way back to the Unit-
ed States after the conclusion of
the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations defense ministers meet-
ing in Cambodia.

Cambodia was the Pentagon
chief’s third and final stop on a trip
that also took him to Canada and

Indonesia and included meetings
with his counterparts about secur-
ity strategies in Europe and the In-
do-Pacific.

Austin noted that Russia’s war
in Ukraine has only underscored
the importance of rules-based or-
der — and shown just “how much
countries around the world value
and respect” it.

After Russia invaded Ukraine
in February, most nations pledged
support for Kyiv and condemned
Moscow. Some countries puni-
shed Russia and its President Vla-
dimir Putin with crippling eco-
nomic sanctions — even famously
neutral Switzerland.

“It is a risk that they ac-
cept,” Austin said in his remarks
Wednesday. “That’s how much
they believe in the rules-based in-
ternational order.”

Austin’s remarks came just
hours before the U.S. pledged an-
other $400 million aid package for
Ukraine, the third round in that
amount this month. The package
includes weapons, equipment and
hundreds of power generators to
help Ukrainian forces through the
cold winter, especially since Rus-
sia’s been targeting electrical in-
frastructure across the former So-
viet republic.

The United States has autho-

rized more than $19 billion in aid
to Ukraine since the Russian inva-
sion began Feb. 24.

Austin’s trip to Nova Scotia in
Canada, Jakarta in Indonesia and
Seam Reap in Cambodia was part
of an effort by President Joe Bi-
den’s administration to reinforce
key alliances during a time of con-
flict in Eastern Europe. The stops
in Indonesia and Cambodia were
geared toward mutual interests in
the Indo-Pacific, which is a region
of increasing importance to the
United States, particularly where
Taiwan is involved.

Inits National Defense Strategy
last month, which laid out security

Rules-based order will give security

goals and priorities of Biden’s ad-
ministration, the Pentagon identi-
fied China as the top U.S. compet-
itor and noted a number of con-
cerns and potential threats in the
Indo-Pacific, such as Beijing’s ris-
ing influence and its possible de-
signs on Taiwan, which it consid-
ers a breakaway territory.

On Tuesday, Austin met with
Chinese defense minister Wei
Fenghe at the ASEAN summit and
expressed concerns about “in-
creasingly dangerous” Chinese
military behavior in the Indo-Pa-
cific.

ware.doug@stripes.com

Philippines demands
reason for China’s
latest sea dispute

Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — The
Philippines has sought an expla-
nation from China after a Filipino
military commander reported
that the Chinese coast guard for-
cibly seized Chinese rocket debris
in the possession of Filipino navy
personnel in the disputed South
China Sea, officials said Thurs-
day.

Sunday’s incident off Philip-
pine-occupied Thitu island is the
latest flareup in the long-seething
territorial disputes involving Chi-
na, the Philippines, Vietnam, Ma-
laysia, Brunei and Taiwan. China
has denied its coast guard forcibly
seized the debris from the Filipino
sailors.

Department of Foreign Affairs
spokesperson in Manila, Maria
Theresa Daza, said without elabo-
rating that a diplomatic note was
relayed to China for “clarification
from the Chinese side over the in-
cident.”

Vice Adm. Alberto Carlos, who
heads the military’s Western
Command, said the Filipino sail-
ors, using a long-range camera,
spotted the debris drifting in

strong waves near a sandbar
about 800 yards offshore. They set
out on a boat and retrieved the
floating object and started to tow it
back to Thitu Island.

As they were traveling back to
the island, “they noticed that a
China coast guard vessel with bow
number 5203 was approaching
their location and subsequently
blocked their pre-plotted course
twice,” Carlos said in a statement.

The Chinese coast guard vessel
then deployed an inflatable boat
with personnel who “forcefully re-
trieved said floating object by cut-
ting the towing line” attached to
the Filipino sailors’ rubber boat.
The sailors decided to return to
their island, Carlos said, without
detailing what happened.

Chinese coast guard ships have
blocked Philippine supply boats
delivering supplies to Filipino
forces in the disputed waters in
the past but seizing objects in the
possession of another nation’s mil-
itary constitutes a more brazen
act.

China’s Foreign Ministry in
Beijing has denied that the debris

PHILIPPINE CoAsT GUARD/AP

A Chinese Coast Guard ship sails near a Philippine Coast Guard vessel during its patrol at Bajo de
Masinloc, 124 nautical miles west of Zambales province, northwestern Philippines on March 2.

was seized forcibly.

“The Philippine side salvaged
and towed the object first. After
friendly consultation at the site,
the Philippine side returned the
object to China, and China ex-
pressed appreciation for that,”
ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning
said Monday. “There was no such
thing as interception or forcible
seizure at the scene.”

Responding to China’s denial,
top Philippine defense official
Jose Faustino Jr. stood by the ac-
counts of the Filipino navy person-
nel and said the debris was “rude-

ly” taken from them by the Chi-
nese coast guard.

President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. said he would also seek clarifi-
cation when he visits Beijing in Ja-
nuary to meet China’s leader Xi
Jinping.

Faustino said a separate Philip-
pine investigation was underway
after Filipino villagers on Thitu
reported hearing unexplained ex-
plosions on Sunday.

It was not clear where the thun-
der-like blasts, which caused
slight tremors on the ground,
came from and what were their

nature. Villagers on the island
were alarmed, officials said, add-
ing they prepared an evacuation
plan in case there would be a need
for it.

Thitu, which Filipinos call Pa-
gasa, or hope, hosts a fishing com-
munity and Filipino forces and
lies near Subi, one of seven disput-
ed reefs that China has turned into
missile-protected islands in the
disputed waters. U.S. security of-
ficials say that the developed is-
lands, including three with mili-
tary-grade runways, now resem-
ble forward military bases.

Drones: Military sees safer, quicker benefit in unmanned aircraft use

FROM PAGE 1

cluded medical personnel from the U.S. and
Australian armies.

The FVR-90 drone used by the Army can
take off and land vertically, and carry up to
22 pounds of temperature-controlled whole
blood to troops up to 250 miles away, a
TATRC statement last year said.

“This drone supports medical field care
when casualty evacuation isn’t an option,”
Fisher said in the statement. “It can keep
whole blood and other crucial items refrig-
erated in the autonomous portable refriger-

ation unit and take it to medics in the field
with wounded warriors.”

One of the bitterest lessons learned from
20 years of American wars is the necessity
of preventing blood loss on the battlefield
quickly, said Air Force Col. Stacy Shackel-
ford, a doctor and chief of the San Antonio-
based Joint Trauma System.

The Afghanistan War and the Russia-Uk-
raine war in particular were on the minds of
military medical officials this summer
when they developed seven recommenda-
tions for improving the Defense Depart-
ment’s blood supply program, Shackelford

told Stars and Stripes.

One recommendation was research into
blood delivery by drone, she said.

The U.S. had complete air superiority in
Iraq and Afghanistan, and troops relied on
the ability to quickly and safely fly the
wounded to field hospitals for emergency
care. But that might not be possible in fu-
ture wars with countries that have anti-air
missiles and fighter jets, Shackelford said.

“I think it’s going to come down to drone
delivery of blood by some type of unmanned
vehicle that can fly in and drop off more
blood or more bullets, whatever is needed,

Shackelford said, in a statement.

Besides speedier delivery, supplying
blood to the battlefield by drone has a cost
advantage in comparison to using helicop-
ters or training more medics to conduct
transfusions under fire, officials said.

The time frame for turning UAVsinto fly-
ing military blood banks is not all that dis-
tant, in the Army’s estimation.

It’s “really just around the corner,” re-
searcher Adam Meledeo said.

lawrence.jp@stripes.com
Twitter: @jplawrence3
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Ukraine’s capltal flips to survival mode

SEAD Lt vrlgd

By JoHN LEICESTER
AND HANNA ARHIROVA
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Residents of
Ukraine’s bombed but undaunted
capital clutched empty bottles in
search of water and crowded into
cafés for power and warmth
Thursday, switching defiantly in-
to survival mode after new Rus-
sian missile strikes a day earlier
plunged the city and much of the
country into the dark.

In scenes hard to believe in a so-
phisticated city of 3 million, some
Kyiv residents resorted to collect-
ing rainwater from drainpipes, as
repair teams labored to reconnect
supplies.

Friends and family members
exchanged messages to find out
who had electricity and water
back. Some had one but not the
other. The previous day’s aerial
onslaught on Ukraine’s power
grid left many with neither.

Cafés in Kyiv that by some
small miracle had both quickly be-
come oases of comfort on Thurs-

day.
Oleksiy Rashchupkin, a 39-
year-old investment banker,

awoke to find that water had been
reconnected to his third-floor flat
but power had not. His freezer
thawed in the blackout, leaving a
puddle on his floor.

So he hopped in a cab and
crossed the Dnieper River from
left bank to right, to a café that
he’d noticed had stayed open after
previous Russian strikes. Sure
enough, it was open, serving hot
drinks, hot food and with the mu-
sic and WiFi on.

“I’'m here because there is heat-
ing, coffee and light,” he said.
“Here is life.”

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko
said about 70% of the Ukrainian
capital was still without power on
Thursday morning.

With cold rain falling and the

EvGeNiy MALOLETKA/AP

People collect water in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday. Running water has become a rarity amid Russian attacks.

remnants of a previous snowfall
still on the streets, the mood was
grim but steely. The winter prom-
ises to be a long one. But Ukrai-
nians say that if Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s intention is to
break them, then he should think
again.

“Nobody will compromise their
will and principles just for elec-
tricity,” said Alina Dubeiko, 34.
She, too, sought out the comfort of
another, equally crowded, warm
and lit café. Without electricity,
heating and water at home, she
was determined to keep up her
work routine. Adapting to life
shorn of'its usual comforts, Dubei-
ko said she uses two glasses of wa-
ter to wash, then ties her hair in a
ponytail and is ready for her work-
ing day.

She said she’d rather live with-
out power than live with the Rus-

sian invasion, which crossed the
nine-month mark on Thursday.
“Without light or you? Without
you,” she said, echoing remarks
President Volodymyr Zelenskky
made when Russia on Oct. 10 un-
leashed the first of what has now
become a series of aerial attacks
on key Ukrainian infrastructure.
Western leaders denounced the
bombing campaign. “Strikes
against civilian infrastructures
are war crimes,” French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron tweeted.
On Wednesday, the European
Parliament overwhelmingly
backed a resolution labeling Rus-
sia a state sponsor of terrorism for
its invasion of and actions in Uk-
raine. The nonbinding but sym-
bolically significant resolution
passed in a 494-58 vote.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said Thursday Ukraine’s

government “has every opportu-
nity to resolve the situation in such
a way as to meet the demands of
the Russian side.”

In Kyiv, people lined up at pub-
lic water points to fill plastic bot-
tles. In a strange new war-time
first for her, 31-year-old Health
Department employee Kateryna
Luchkina resorted to collecting
rainwater from a drainpipe, so she
could at least wash her hands at
work, which had no water. She
filled two plastic bottles, waiting
patiently in the rain until they had
water to the brim. A colleague fol-
lowed behind her, doing the same.

“We Ukrainians are so resour-
ceful, we will think of something.
We do not lose our spirit,” Luch-
kina said. “We work, live in the
rhythm of survival or something,
as much as possible. We do not
lose hope that everything will be

fine.”

The mayor said on Telegram
that power engineers “are doing
their best ” to restore electricity.
Water repair teams were making
progress, too.

In the early afternoon, Klitsch-
ko announced that water supplies
had been restored across the cap-
ital, with the caveat that “some
consumers may still experience
low water pressure.”

Power, heat and water were
gradually coming back elsewhere,
too. In Ukraine’s southeastern
Dnipropetrovsk region, the gover-
nor announced that 3,000 miners
who were trapped underground
because of power blackouts had
been rescued. Regional author-
ities posted messages on social
media updating people on the pro-
gress of repairs but also saying
they needed time.

Mindful of the hardships — both
now and ahead, as winter pro-
gresses — authorities are opening
thousands of so-called “points of
invincibility” — heated and po-
wered spaces offering hot meals,
electricity and internet connec-
tions. More than 3,700 were open
across the country of Thursday
morning, said a senior official in
the presidential office, Kyrylo Ty-
moshenko.

In the southern city of Kherson,
recaptured two weeks ago by Uk-
rainian forces, hospitals’ struggle
with the loss of power and water is
compounded by stepped up Rus-
sian strikes.

Olena Zhura was carrying
bread to her neighbors Thursday
when a strike that destroyed half
of her house in Kherson wounded
her husband Victor. Paramedics
whisked Victor away as he
writhed in pain.

“I was shocked,” she said, well-
ing with tears. “Then I heard
(him) shouting: ‘Save me, save
me,”’

Momentum:

FROM PAGE 1

seized the initiative in this war
some time ago,” said Mick Ryan,
military strategist and retired
Australian army major general.
“They have momentum. There is
no way that they will want to waste
that.”

Crossing the river and pushing
the Russian forces further back
would require complicated logis-
tical planning. Both sides have
blown up bridges across the
Dnieper.

“This is what cut Russians’ sup-
ply lines and this is also what will
make any further Ukrainian ad-
vance beyond the left bank of the
river more difficult,” said Mario
Bikarski, an analyst with the

Experts say Ukraine forces may use winter to their advantage

Economist Intelligence Unit.

In a key battlefield develop-
ment this week, Kyiv’s forces at-
tacked Russian positions on the
Kinburn Spit, a gateway to the
Black Sea basin, as well as parts of
the southern Kherson region still
under Russian control. Recaptur-
ing the area could help Ukrainian
forces push into Russian-held ter-
ritory in the Kherson region “un-
der significantly less Russian ar-
tillery fire” than if they directly
crossed the Dnieper River, said
the Institute for the Study of War,
a Washington-based think tank.
Control of the area would help Ky-
iv alleviate Russian strikes on Uk-
raine’s southern seaports and al-
low it to increase its naval activity
in the Black Sea, the think tank

added.

Some military experts say
there’s a possibility the weather
might disproportionately harm
poorly-equipped Russian military
members and allow Ukraine to
take advantage of frozen terrain
and move more easily than during
the muddy autumn months, ISW
said.

Russia’s main task, meanwhile,
is to prevent any further retreats
from the broader Kherson region
and to strengthen its defense sys-
tems over Crimea, said Bikarski,
the analyst. Ryan, the military
strategist, said Russia will use the
winter to plan its 2023 offensives,
stockpile ammunition and contin-
ue its campaign targeting critical
infrastructure including power

and water plants.

Russia’s daily attacks are al-
ready intensifying. Last week a
fuel depot was struck in Kherson,
the first time since Russia with-
drew. This week at least one per-
son was killed and three wounded
by Russian shelling, according to
the Ukrainian president’s office.
Russian airstrikes damaged key
infrastructure before Russia left,
creating a dire humanitarian cri-
sis. Coupled with the threat of at-
tack, that is adding a layer of
stress, say many who weathered
Russia’s occupation and are leav-
ing, or considering it.

Ukrainian authorities this week
began evacuating civilians from
recently liberated parts of Kher-
son and Mykolaiv regions, fearing

lack of heat, power and water due
to Russian shelling will make win-
ter unlivable.

Boarding a train on Monday,
Tetyana Stadnik has decided to go
after waiting for the liberation of
Kherson.

“We are leaving now because
it’s scary to sleep at night. Shells
are flying over our heads and ex-
ploding. It’s too much,” she said.
“We will wait until the situation
gets better. And then we will come
back home.”

Others in the Kherson region
have decided to stay despite living
in fear.

“m scared,” said Ludmilla
Bonder a resident of the small vil-
lage of Kyselivka. “I still sleep ful-
ly clothed in the basement.”
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Some clergy
suspected
of backing
Russians

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — An investiga-
tion of a centuries-old monastic
complex in Ukraine’s capital and
other religious sites has under-
scored Ukrainian authorities’ sus-
picions about some Orthodox
Christian clergymen they see as
loyal to Russia despite Moscow’s
9-month-old war on the country.

The search by security service
and police personnel at the Pe-
chersk Lavra monastery, one of
the most revered Orthodox sites in
Kyiv, was unusual but did not hap-
pen in isolation.

The Ukrainian counterintelli-
gence and counterterrorism ser-
vice reported Wednesday that its
agents searched more than 350
church buildings in all — also in-
cluding sites at another monastery
and a diocese in the Rivne region,
150 miles west of Kyiv.

And the service, known by its
Ukrainian initials SBU, accused
the bishop of yet another diocese
of pro-Moscow activity last week

Lot

EFREM LukATsky/AP

Ukraine’s secret service examine
belonging of a parishioner at the
entrance to the Pechersk Lavra
monastic complex in Kyiv,
Ukraine, on Tuesday.

after searching church premises
and finding materials that alleged-
ly justified the Russian invasion.

The SBU said the effortis part of
its “systematic work to counter
the subversive activities of the
Russian special services in Uk-
raine.”

Orthodox Christians are the lar-
gest religious population in Uk-
raine. But they have been frac-
tured along lines that echo politi-
cal tensions over Ukraine’s de-
fense of its independence and its
Western orientation amid Rus-
sia’s continued claim to political
and spiritual hegemony in the re-
gion — a concept sometimes
called the “Russian world.”

Offered German defenses, Poland
argues Ukraine should get them

Associated Press

WARSAW, Poland — Poland’s
government says an anti-missile
system which Germany offered to
send to Poland should instead go
to Ukraine, a proposal that is a
likely non-starter for Berlin be-
cause it would significantly ratch-
et up NATO involvement in Uk-
raine.

Poland’s surprising response to
Berlin’s offer was welcomed by
Ukraine, which is desperate to
protect its airspace as barrage
upon barrage of Russian missiles
have knocked out power across
the country.

But Germany’s Defense Minis-
ter Christine Lambrecht stressed
that use of NATO defense systems
outside its territory needs to be
agreed by all member states.

“It is important to us that Po-
land can rely on allies to stand by
each other, even in difficult times,
and especially Poland in its ex-
posed position,” Lambrecht told
reporters in Berlin.

“That’s why we have offered to
support air policing and Patriots,

but these Patriots are part of an in-
tegrated air defense of NATO, that
is, they are intended for NATO ter-
ritory,” the minister said. “If they
are used outside the NATO area,
then it has to be agreed with NA-
TO and with the allies before-
hand.”

In Poland, critics of the populist
ruling party accused it of sacrific-
ing the country’s security with a
war next door in Ukraine for the
sake of a domestic political strug-
gle which exploits anti-German
sentiment for short-term gain.

The Rzeczpospolita daily called
the new proposal by Poland’s
leaders “shocking,” arguing that it
would require sending German
soldiers operating the system to
Ukraine, and “that, in turn, would
involve NATO in a direct clash
with Russia, something the alli-
ance has been trying to avoid from
the beginning.”

Poland’s populist ruling party,
facing elections next fall with its
popularity dented by 18% infla-
tion, has been ratcheting up its
anti-German messaging, long a

staple of the party’s campaign
rhetoric. Party leader Jaroslaw
Kaczynski has also been trying to
link his domestic opponents, par-
ticularly Donald Tusk, a former
European Union leader, to Ger-
many, saying Sunday that if
Tusk’s party wins next year, Po-
land would find itself “under the
German boot.”

When Germany recently of-
fered Warsaw Eurofighter planes
and Patriot air defense missile
batteries, Poland’s Defense Min-
ister Mariusz Blaszczak initially
said it was an offer he would ac-
cept with “satisfaction.” The offer
came after two men were Kkilled
when an apparently stray Ukrai-
nian defense projectile fell in Po-
land near the border with Ukraine
on Nov. 15.

But Poland’s tune changed after
Kaczynski gave an interview to
the state news agency PAP on
Wednesday, saying that the offer
is “interesting,” but that “it would
be best for Poland’s security if
Germany handed the equipment
to the Ukrainians.”
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Alaska
reports
election
finals

Murkowski, Peltola defeat
Trump-backed opponents

By NATHANIEL HERZ
The Washington Post

Democratic Rep. Mary Peltola
on Wednesday became the first
Alaska Native to win a full term in
Congress, securing reelection
along with Republican Sen. Lisa
Murkowski, who both defeated
challengers endorsed by former
President Donald Trump after
state officials finished a final
round of vote-counting.

Peltola, who made history with
her August special election win,
and Murkowski, a senator for two
decades, led after earlier vote
counts. But the centrist lawmak-
ers’ victories were not clinched
until Wednesday, when the Alaska
Division of Elections redistributed
votes under the state’s new
ranked-choice voting system.

Atavictory party at adowntown
Anchorage brewery Wednesday

night, Peltola
told reporters
that  Alaskans

have given her a
“a two-year con-
tract.”

“And I will be
happy to work N &
for Alaskans T
again, as long as Murkowski
they’ll have me,” she said. Her
win, she added, shows that Alas-
kans “wholeheartedly embrace
nonpartisanship and working to-
gether.”

In the race for governor, Repu-
blican Mike Dunleavy won reelec-
tion with over S0% of the votes,
avoiding the ranked-choice proc-
ess.

Peltola and Murkowski had
crossed party lines to endorse
each other ahead of the election,
forming an alliance rooted in the
similar space they occupy on the
political spectrum. Their wins cap
an election season in which voters
across the country tended to show
a preference for incumbents in
battleground races.

“I am honored that Alaskans —
of all regions, backgrounds and
party affiliations — have once
again granted me their confidence
to continue working with them and
on their behalf in the U.S. Senate,”
Murkowski said in a statement

LoreN HoLmES, ANCHORAGE DAILY NEws/AP

U.S. Rep. Mary Peltola, right, celebrates with her family and supporters as ranked-choice tabulations were
announced Wednesday at 49th State Brewing Co. in Anchorage, Alaska. Peltola has been elected to a full
term in the House, months after the Alaska Democrat won a special election to the seat.

“We all have these opinions we've earned
by looking someone in the eye. Donald
Trump’s not going to tell me anything about
Sarah Palin that | don't already know.”

Wednesday night. “I look forward
to continuing the important work
ahead of us.”

The outcome marked another
blow to Trump in this year’s mid-
term elections. Many candidates
affiliated with the former presi-
dent and his polarizing positions
fell in defeat in battleground con-
tests, and his overall record was
mixed in competitive races where
he endorsed. That listincludes for-
mer Republican governor Sarah
Palin, who challenged Peltola with
Trump’s backing, and Republican
Kelly Tshibaka, a former state and
federal official who ran against
Murkowski with the former presi-
dent’s support.

After the final round of ranked-
choice voting, Murkowski had
53.7% of the vote to 46.3% for Tshi-
baka. In the House race, Peltola
had 55% of the vote to Palin’s 45%.

Peltola ran a locally focused
campaign with both traditional
and unconventional Democratic
platform planks — she touted her
support for abortion rights and
“pro-fish” views, along with her
endorsement of a new Alaska oil
project and the large gun collec-
tion that she and her family main-
tains.

Peltola’s win secures her first
full two-year term on Capitol Hill
and follows her victory in August
to temporarily fill her state’s only
seat in the U.S. House — one that

Jim Lottsfeldt
political consultant

was vacated after the sudden
death oflongtime Republican Rep.
Don Young. Peltola beat Palin in
that race, too, becoming the first
Alaska Native member of Con-
gress and her state’s first woman
to fill the seat.

Peltola is the first Democrat
elected to Congress in Alaska
since 2008, when Mark Begich un-
seated Republican Sen. Ted Ste-
vens just a few months after Ste-
vens was indicted for allegedly
making false statements related to
his financial disclosures.

Murkowski, meanwhile, will
soon begin serving her fourth six-
year term in the Senate, following
her 2002 appointment to the cham-
berby her father, then newly elect-
ed Gov. Frank Murkowski. Her
campaign highlighted her work to
bring infrastructure money to
Alaska, her support for the state’s
oil and fishing industries, and her
close relationships with Alaska
Native constituencies.

Trump hadlong vowed to unseat
the senator, predicting in 2018 that
she “will never recover” political-
ly for voting against one of his Su-
preme Court nominees, Brett Ka-
vanaugh. Tshibaka joined Trump
atarally held in an Anchorage are-
nain July.

Palin, the 2008 Republican vice-
presidential nominee, also ap-
peared with Trump in July. She
lost both the special and general

elections after splitting the conser-
vative vote with Nick Begich I1I, a
Republican from a prominent
Alaska Democratic family. (Beg-
ich is a nephew of Mark Begich
and a grandson of Nick Begich Sr.,
who held Alaska’s U.S. House seat
before a plane carrying him across
the state disappeared in1972.)

Jim Lottsfeldt, a centrist politi-
cal consultant who worked with
pro-Murkowski and pro-Peltola
super PACs, said he’s not sure that
Trump’s endorsements offered
Palin and Tshibaka much help.
Alaska, he said, is small enough
that many people who follow poli-
tics judge candidates on personal
interactions.

“We all have these opinions
we’ve earned by looking someone
in the eye,” Lottsfeldt said in a
phone interview Tuesday. “Do-
nald Trump’s not going to tell me
anything about Sarah Palin that I
don’t already know.”

This year’s elections were Alas-
ka’s first under the state’s new vot-
ing framework, which residents
narrowly approved in a 2020 citi-
zens’ initiative that was partially
funded and run by Murkowski al-
lies. The system overhauled pri-
mary elections by eliminating par-
tisan races and advancing the top
four vote-getters from a single
open ballot to the general election.

In the general election, voters
are allowed to rank candidates
based on their preferences. If no
candidate receives a majority of
first-choice votes, the candidate
with the lowest vote totals is elim-
inated, and that candidate’s sup-
porters’ votes are reassigned to
their next choices. The process re-
peats until there are two candi-
dates left and a winner can be de-
clared.

Court fight
hinders NY
pot crops

AP/Report for America

ALBANY, N.Y. — A court fight
that has prevented New York from
awarding marijuana dispensary
licenses in some parts of the state
could wind up hurting small farms
that just harvested their first can-
nabis crop, officials warned a
judge Tuesday.

New York on Monday issued its
first 36 licenses for dispensaries,
which will become the only places
in the state where recreational
marijuana is sold legally.

The state, though, has had to de-
lay plans to authorize scores more
dispensaries because of a legal
battle over its licensing criteria.

U.S. District Court Judge Gary
Sharpe in Albany blocked the
state from issuing licenses in
Brooklyn and swaths of upstate
New York after a company owned
by a Michigan resident chal-
lenged a requirement that appli-
cants demonstrate “a significant
presence in New York state.”

In a court filing Tuesday, the
state asked the judge to loosen that
injunction to prevent jeopardizing
amarijuana harvest worth an esti-
mated $1.5 billion, now waiting to
be distributed to retailers.

“If the farmers, who were al-
ready issued cultivating licenses,
have nowhere to sell their crop,
they will lose the millions of dol-
lars that have been collectively in-
vested in their businesses, some
may lose their businesses, and
they will otherwise be forced into
the predicament of either watch-
ing their crops rot and expire or
selling them on the illicit market,”
Assistant  Attorney  General
Amanda Kuryluk wrote.

The court filing, made on behalf
of the state’s Office of Cannabis
Management, suggested that the
company challenging its exclu-
sion from the applicant pool, Va-
riscite NY One, would most likely
only be considered for a dispen-
sary in the Finger Lakes region in
the state’s center.

Blocking the state from approv-
ing licenses in four other regions
including central and western
New York, the mid-Hudson and
Brooklyn, would cause “signifi-
cantly more harm than neces-
sary,” the state argued.

It was unclear when Sharpe
might rule on the request.

Christian Kernkamp, a lawyer
representing Variscite, said in an
email that the company had hoped
to resolve the case before it wound
up hindering marijuana sales, but
the state refused to settle.

“The injunction could be over
tomorrow, but the State prefersin-
stead to litigate even though the
court has already found a ‘clear li-
kelihood’ that the State violated
Variscite’s constitutional rights,”
he said.
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Suspect |

in Golo.

nightclub attack
held without bal

Associated Press

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.
— The alleged shooter facing pos-
sible hate crime charges in the fa-
tal shooting of five people at a Col-
orado Springs gay nightclub was
ordered held without bail in an ini-
tial court appearance Wednesday
as the suspect sat slumped over in
a chair.

Anderson Lee Aldrich, 22, could
be seen with injuries visible on
their face and head in a brief video
appearance from jail. Aldrich ap-
peared to need prompting by de-
fense attorneys and offered a
slurred response when asked to
state their name by El Paso Coun-
ty Court Judge Charlotte Ankeny.

The suspect was beaten into
submission by patrons during Sat-
urday night’s shooting at Club Q
and released from the hospital
Tuesday. The motive in the shoot-
ing was still under investigation,
but authorities said Aldrich faces
possible murder and hate crime
charges.

Hate crime charges would re-
quire proving that the shooter was
motivated by bias, such as against
the victims’ actual or perceived
sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity. The charges against Aldrich
are preliminary, and prosecutors
have not yet filed formal charges.

Defense attorneys said late
Tuesday that the suspect is nonbi-
nary and in court filings referred
to the suspect as “Mx. Aldrich.”
The attorneys’ footnotes assert
that Aldrich is nonbinary and uses
they/them pronouns.

Prosecutor Michael Allen re-
peatedly referred to the suspect as

Anderson Lee Aldrich

“he” during a press briefing after
the hearing and said the suspect’s
gender status would not change
anything about the case in his opi-
nion. Allen said Aldrich was
“physically competent” to stand
charges.

AnKkeny set the next hearing for
Dec. 6.

Of 17 people injured by gun-
shots in the attack, 11 remained
hospitalized late Wednesday, offi-
cials said.

Local and federal authorities
have declined to say why hate
crime charges were being consi-
dered. District Attorney Michael
Allen noted that the murder
charges would carry the harshest
penalty — life in prison — whe-
reas bias crimes are eligible for
probation. He also said it was im-
portant to show the community
that bias motivated crimes are not
tolerated.

SARAH A. MILLER, IDAHO STATESMAN/AP

Boise State University students, along with people who knew the four University of Idaho students who
were found killed in Moscow, Idaho, days earlier, pay their respects at a vigil held in front of a statue on the
Boise State campus, Nov. 17, in Boise, Idaho.

No suspect, no weapon named
in slaying of Idaho students

Associated Press

MOSCOW, Idaho — Ten days
after four University of Idaho stu-
dents were stabbed to death in
their rooms, police said Wednes-
day they still have not identified a
suspect or found a murder weap-
on, and they continued asking for
tips and surveillance video.

Moscow Police Capt. Roger La-
nier told a news conference his de-
partment is putting all of its re-
sources into solving the case and
that investigators are prepared to
work through the Thanksgiving
holiday.

Authorities gave no indication
that they’re any closer to making
an arrest, but they did stress that
they continue processing forensic
evidence gathered from the home
where the students were Killed.
Additional surveillance video
could be just as helpful for what it

doesn’t show as what it does, said
Police Chief James Fry.

“We continue moving forward
to understand why this occurred
in our community,” Fry said.

The Kkillings stunned bucolic
Moscow, a college town and agri-
cultural center that got its first
Target store last year. The city,
population of 26,000, is surround-
ed by rolling wheat and bean
fields and had not seen a homicide
since 201S.

The victims were housemates
Madison Mogen, 21, of Coeur
d’Alene, Idaho; Xana Kernodle,
20, of Post Falls, Idaho; Kaylee
Goncalves, 21, of Rathdrum, Ida-
ho; and Kernodle’s boyfriend,
Ethan Chapin, 20, of Mount Ver-
non, Wash.

Police said Tuesday they had
pursued tips that Goncalves had a
stalker, but they hadn’t been able

to identify one. They also have
knocked down rumors about other
incidents —including a car break-
in and a dog’s slaying — being po-
tentially related to the case, as
well as a rumor that the victims
had been tied up or gagged.

Police initially called the kill-
ings “targeted” and said there was
no general threat to the public, but
they later walked that back, con-
ceding they could not say there
wasn’t a threat. Many of the uni-
versity’s 11,000 students fled the
campus in advance of the Thanks-
giving break.

“Even with these extra resourc-
es, it is unclear how long this in-
vestigation will take,” Green said
in a video message Wednesday.
“That is deeply frustrating for all
of us.”

A candlelight vigil is set for Nov.
30 on campus.

Gunman in Va. Walmart

Associated Press

CHESAPEAKE, Va. — The
Walmart employee who pulled
out a handgun before a routine
meeting and Killed six co-workers
Tuesday was identified as an
overnight team leader.

The gunman was identified as
Andre Bing, 31, an overnight team
leader who had been a Walmart
employee since 2010. Police said
he had one handgun and several
magazines of ammunition.

Tyler said the overnight stock-
ing team of 1S to 20 people had
just gathered in the break room to
go over the morning plan. She
said the meeting was about to
start, and one team leader said:
“All right guys, we have a light

night ahead of us.” Then Bing
turned around and opened fire on
the staff.

“He was just
shooting all
throughout the
room. It didn’t
matter who he
hit. He didn’t say
anything. He
didn’t look at
anybody in any
specific type of
way,” Briana Tyler, a Walmart
employee, said Wednesday.

The gunman was dead when of-
ficers arrived late Tuesday at the
store in Chesapeake, Virginia’s
second-largest city. Authorities
said he apparently shot himself.

Bing

shoot ID’d as overnight team leader

Police were trying to determine a
motive. One employee described
watching “bodies drop” as the as-
sailant fired haphazardly, with-
out saying a word.

In addition to those who were
killed, six people were wounded
in the shooting, which happened
just after 10 p.m. as shoppers
were stocking up ahead of the
Thanksgiving holiday. Police said
they believe about S0 people were
in the store at the time.

Police said three of the dead, in-
cluding Bing, were found in the
break room. One of the slain vic-
tims was found near the front of
the store. Three others were tak-
en to hospitals where they died.

Police said the dead included a

16-year-old boy whose name was
being withheld because of his age.
The other victims were identified
as Brian Pendleton, 38; Kellie
Pyle, S2; Lorenzo Gamble, 43; and
Randy Blevins, 70, who were all

from Chesapeake; and Tyneka
Johnson, 22, of nearby Port-
smouth.

It was not immediately clear
whether they were workers or
shoppers.
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Record 40M children miss measles dose

Associated Press

LONDON — The World Health
Organization and the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion say measlesimmunization has
dropped significantly since the
coronavirus pandemic began, re-
sultinginarecord high of nearly 40
million children missing a vaccine
dose last year.

In a report issued Wednesday,
the WHO and the CDC said mil-
lions of children were now suscep-
tible tomeasles,among the world’s

most contagious diseases. In 2021,
officials said there were about 9
million measles infections and
128,000 deaths worldwide.

The WHO and CDC said contin-
ued dropsinvaccination, weak dis-
ease surveillance and delayed re-
sponse plans due to COVID-19, in
addition to ongoing outbreaks in
more than 20 countries, mean that
“measles is an imminent threat in
every region of the world.”

Scientists estimate that at least
95% of a population needs to be im-

munized to protect against epi-
demics; the WHO and the CDC re-
ported that only about 81% of chil-
dren receive their first dose of
measles vaccine while 71% get
their second dose, marking the
lowest global coverage rates of the
first measles dose since 2008.
“The record number of children
under-immunized and susceptible
to measles shows the profound
damage immunization systems
have sustained during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic,” CDC director

Dr. Rochelle Walensky said in a
statement.

Measles is mostly spread
through direct contact or in the air
and causes symptoms including
fever, muscle pain and a skin rash
on the face and upper neck. Most
measles-related deaths are caused
by complications including swell-
ing of the brain and dehydration.
The WHO says complications are
most serious in children under S
and adults over 30.

More than 95% of measles

deaths occur in developing coun-
tries, mostly in Africa and Asia.
There is no specific treatment for
measles, but the two-dose vaccine
against it is about 97% effective in
preventing severe illness and
death.

In July, the U.N. said 25 million
children have missed out on rou-
tineimmunizations against diseas-
es including diphtheria, largely
because the coronavirus disrupted
routine health services or trig-
gered vaccine misinformation.

Lawsuit looms over
tiny rare fish in West

Associated Press

RENO, Nev. — Conservation-
ists have notified U.S. wildlife offi-
cials that they will sue over delin-
quent decisions related to protec-
tions for two rare fish species that
are threatened by groundwater
pumping in the drought-stricken
West.

The Center for Biological Di-
versity sent a formal notice of in-
tent to sue the Fish and Wildlife
Service last week over the Fish
Lake Valley tui chub near the Cali-
fornia-Nevada line and the least
chub in southwest Utah.

Utah and Nevada are the driest
states in the country, and the
planned lawsuits are among the
many fronts on which conserva-
tionists are battling water districts
and the users they cater to over
plans to siphon water to either
maintain or expand consumption.

The outcome of the court fights
will likely have major implica-
tions for states’ parched valleys
and the people and species that in-
habit them. The group seeking
federal listings under the Endan-
gered Species Act says the high-
desert springs where the minnows
live are threatened by water allo-
cations for traditional agricultural
use as well as urban development
plans.

The Fish and Wildlife Service
belatedly concluded in August
there was enough evidence the tui
chub in Nevada was at risk of ex-

tinction — primarily due to over-
pumping of water for farms and
ranches — to warrant a yearlong
review to determine if it should be
listed. The so-called 90-day find-
ing had been due in June 2021,
three months after the center pet-
itioned for the listing.

“The Fish Lake Valley tui chub
is staring extinction in the face be-
cause of the catastrophic overuse
of groundwater in its native
range,” said Patrick Donnelly,
Great Basin director at the Center
for Biological Diversity.

The only place in the world that
the S-inch-long, olive-colored tui
chub still exists is in a basin in Es-
meralda County between Reno
and Las Vegas.

Lake Valley’s groundwater lev-
els have declined as much as 2.5
feet per year over the past half-
century, causing a cumulative
drawdown of more than 75 feet
since 1973, the listing petition said.

In Utah, more than half the re-
maining wild populations of least
chub are jeopardized by proposed
groundwater pumping to support
growth in Cedar City, about 170
miles northeast of Las Vegas.

The group petitioned to list that
2-inch-long, gold-colored minnow
in September 2021, citing threats
posed by the Pine Valley Water
Supply Project. An initial finding
and 12-month review for that spe-
cies also are past due, the group
said.

SpPENSER HeAPs, THE DALY HERALD/AP

A bucket of the tiny fish known as the least chub are released into a

stream in Fairfield, Utah.

Juuia NikHINSON/AP

The Pillsbury Doughboy floats down Central Park Avenue West on Thursday during the Macy's
Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York.

Balloon characters star in
Macy’s Thanksgiving parade

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Throngs of
spectators lined the streets of
New York on Thursday as color-
ful, high-flying balloons helped
usher in the holiday season dur-
ing the Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade.

The annual tradition, which
dates back nearly a century,
packed streets as a procession of
giant inflatables and floats
streamed for more than 40
blocks from Central Park to Her-
ald Square.

Children balanced atop metal
barricades and hung from scaf-
folding to watch the balloons
amid mostly sunny skies and a
slight breeze.

“Blue, Blue. There’s Blue,”
yelled Divyam Kumar, 6, as his
father helped balance him and
his 4-year-old brother Aanu
Aryan on a metal rail.

The youngster was referring to

the star of the animated show
“Blue’s Clues” — not to be con-
fused with the international car-
toon sensation Bluey, an Austra-
lian cattle pup making her pa-
rade debut.

Bluey’s balloon towered as tall
as a four-story building and
stretched as wide as seven taxi
cabs.

Stuart, the one-eyed Minion,
was also there to thrill the crowd.

Snoopy, dressed as an astro-
naut, again made an appearance,
as did Papa Smurf, Ronald
McDonald and SpongeBob.

This year’s parade, by the
numbers: 16 giant balloons, 28
floats, 40 novelty and heritage in-
flatables, 12 marching bands, 10
performance groups, 700 clowns
and one Santa Claus.

The procession of characters
were joined by singer Paula Ab-
dul, in her first parade appear-
ance; indie pop band Fitz and the

Tantrums; boy band Big Time
Rush; “Blue’s Clues & You!” host
Josh Dela Cruz; singer Gloria
Estefan; gospel singer Kirk
Franklin; actor Mario Lopez;
reggae star Ziggy Marley; and
Miss America 2022 Emma
Broyles.

Singers Joss Stone, Jordin
Sparks and Betty Who were also
part of the festivities, as well as
the stars of Peacock’s “Pitch
Perfect: Bumper in Berlin” —
Adam Devine, Sarah Hyland and
Flula Borg. Jimmy Fallon & The
Roots were on a float celebrating
Central Park.

President Biden and Jill Biden
called into the parade, as he did
last year. Biden thanked fire-
fighters, police officers and first
responders, saying, “They never
take a break.”

They thanked the troops and
Biden said he would be reaching
out to speak to some today.
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Small business
owners return to
holiday markets

By MAE ANDERSON
Associated Press

NEW YORK —On arecent eve-
ning in early November, shoppers
at the Bryant Park holiday market
in New York City were in the holi-
day spirit well before Black Fri-
day. The scent of pine wafted from
candle sellers’ booths, people
snapped up gingerbread cookies
and hot apple cider and ice skaters
swirled figure eights around the
rink in the center of the market.

After two years of pandemic ho-
lidays when people spent more
dollars online, shoppers are back
in force in stores and at holiday
markets. Small businesses say it is
beginning to feel a lot like Christ-
mas, both emotionally and finan-
cially.

“It’s definitely been busier than
last year,” said Sallie Austin Gon-
zales, CEO of soap company Sal-
lyeAnder based in Beacon, N.Y.
This is her second year at the
Bryant Park market — officially
called the Holiday Shops by Ur-
banspace at Bank of America
Winter Village at Bryant Park.

“People are taking advantage of
being a part of society again and
walking around.”

Christmas markets have been
popular in Germany and Austria,
where they’re called Christkindl-
markets, and other parts of Eu-
rope for centuries. They’ve be-

come more popular in the U.S.
over the past few decades, spring-
ing up in Chicago, Atlanta, San
Francisco, and many other cities.
In New York, the Grand Central
holiday market and the Union
Square holiday market started in
1993.

Urbanspace now operates three
holiday markets in New York:
Bryant Park, Union Square and
Columbus Circle. The pandemic
put adamper on festivities in 2020,
when only a scaled-back Bryant
Park opened.

Last year, Bryant Park was
open at full capacity, but Union
Square was at 80% capacity and
Columbus Circle at S0%. This
year, not only are all three mar-
kets at full capacity, Urbanspace
is adding another one in Brooklyn
that opens Nov. 28.

“We’ve received more applica-
tions than ever before, that tells us
vendors are excited to be back in
the pop-up game,” said Evan Shel-
ton, Director of Pop-Up Markets
at Urbanspace. “I’m very optimis-
tic.”

So far, foot traffic is up slightly
from last year as tourism contin-
ues to improve, Shelton said.
While the number of tourists re-
mains below 2019 levels, the
tourism trade group NYC & Com-
pany expects 56.4 million domes-
tic and international visitors by

A person shops in Bryant Park’s Winter Village, on Nov. 15, in New York.

the end of 2022, up 30% from a
year ago. That bodes well for small
businesses as the holiday shop-
ping season can account for 20% of
annual sales.

For Austin Gonzales, the Bryant
Park market is a way to meet new
customers and see what resonates
with them. So far this year, her
lemongrass and charcoal detoxi-
fying soap and a tub of natural in-
sect repellent are popular items.
Like most businesses, she’s facing
higher costs for everything from
olive oil to paper bags. She’s raised
the price of her soaps from $8 to
$9.25.

“Holiday shops do a great job
for us,” she said. “We see thou-

sands and thousands of custom-
ers, and get tons of new advice,
ideas, suggestions and testimo-
nials.”

For some small businesses, the
markets are a welcome respite af-
ter a punishing couple of years. El-
izabeth Ryan, who owns and oper-
ates Breezy Hill Orchard in
Staatsburg, N.Y., said the initial
onset of COVID-19 caused her
revenue to plunge 80% in 2020.

Ryan is a founding member of
the Union Square Greenmarket
and a longtime staple at the Man-
hattan holiday markets, where she
sells cider, cider doughnuts and
gingerbread cookies. She said her
orchard has mainly recovered,

Juuia NikHINSON/AP

with the help of a good apple crop
this year. But holiday markets
give her a much-needed revenue
boost.

Preparing for holiday markets
is labor intensive, because many
small businesses have to schlep
their goods from miles away and
spend long hours staffing their
booths. Ryan’s farm is 100 miles
north of the city and Ryan drives
in almost every day. But being at
the market and watching New
York City recover from the pan-
demic are worth the hassle.

“Reopening of the shops and the
return of Christmas last year was
very exuberant and joyful. I hope
this year is the same,” she said.

Trump’s long-teased White House bid is low key in 1st week

weeks.

By JiLL CoLvIN
Associated Press

NEW YORK — From the moment he left
the White House in defeat last year, Donald
Trump has teased the prospect of a third
presidential campaign. But in the week
since he officially declared his candidacy,
the former president has been uncharacter-
istically low key.

There has been no massive stadium kick-
off rally, notable for someone who has
turned such events into a signature of his
public life. His newly reinstated Twitter ac-
count, which helped fuel his political rise
nearly a decade ago, sits silent with its more
than 87 million followers.

He hasn’t announced plans to visit the
key early voting states that will shape the
contest for the Republican nomination, nor
has he sat for a round of high-profile inter-
views. Indeed, since his announcement
speech, Trump hasn’t held a public event.

“His lack of a schedule makes you won-
der if he’s really running or if this is just a
business development opportunity or a di-
version from the DOJ activity,” said veter-
an GOP strategist Scott Reed, referring to

REBECcA BLACI;WELI./AP
Former President Donald Trump speaks
at Mar-a-Lago on Nov. 18 in Palm Beach,
Fla.

Department of Justice probes into Trump’s
handling of classified documents and his ef-
forts to overturn the 2020 election, which
are expected to intensify in the coming

Trump, who never held public office be-
fore winning the presidency in 2016, has
never valued the cadence and organization
associated with traditional campaigns. And
several aides noted that Trump, who made
his announcement unusually early and a
week before the Thanksgiving holidays, is
wary to draw attention away from the Dec. 6
Senate runoff in Georgia, which will close
out this year’s midterm elections. The
aides, who insisted on anonymity to discuss
campaign strategy, said Trump will ramp
up his schedule soon.

But the light-touch start to the campaign
reflects the rushed and chaotic nature of his
announcement, which came as midterm
election votes were still being counted and
even as some of his closest aides and allies
had urged him to postpone until after the
Georgia runoff. It also comes at a moment of
unique political vulnerability for Trump.

The former president, who has spent his
post-White House years positioning himself
as the undisputed leader of the GOP, is now
facing heated criticism inside the party for
contributing to a disappointing showing in

this month’s midterms. And other Republi-
cans are openly teasing presidential runs of
their own, making clear they won’t stand
aside for Trump’s nomination.

Meanwhile, the legal pressure on Trump
is intensifying. Attorney General Merrick
Garland appointed a special counsel last
week to oversee the Justice Department’s
investigation into classified documents re-
covered from the former president’s Mar-a-
Lago clubin Palm Beach, Fla., as well askey
aspects of a separate probe involving the
Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capitol
and efforts to undo the 2020 election. And on
Tuesday, the Supreme Court cleared the
way for the imminent handover of Trump’s
tax returns to a congressional committee af-
ter a three-year legal fight.

Still, Trump begins the race with an ob-
vious head start. The former president had
been acting like a de facto candidate for
months and had long had a political oper-
ation in place. After two presidential cam-
paigns and four years in office, he also has
longstanding relationships with state and
local party leaders, including many who re-
main loyal to him.
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Researchers:

Al

In connected cars
eased congestion

By Travis LOLLER
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — As mil-
lions of people travel the inter-
states this Thanksgiving, many
will encounter patches of traffic at
a standstill for no apparent reason
—no construction or accident. Re-
searchers say the problem is you.

Human drivers just don’t do a
good job of navigating dense traf-
fic conditions, but an experiment
using artificial intelligence in
Nashville last week means help
could be on the way. In the experi-
ment, specially equipped cars
were able to ease rush hour con-
gestion on Interstate-24, re-
searcher Daniel Work said on
Tuesday. In addition to lessening
driver frustration, Work said less
stop-and-go driving means fuel
savings and, by extension, less
pollution.

The professor of civil and envi-
ronmental engineering at Vander-
bilt University is one of a group of
engineers and mathematicians
from universities around the U.S.
who have been studying the prob-
lem of phantom traffic jams after a
simple experiment in Japan a doz-
en years ago showed how they de-
velop. Researchers there put
about 20 human drivers on a cir-
cular track and asked them to
drive at a constant speed. Before
long, traffic went from a smooth

flow to a series of stops and starts.

“Phantom traffic jams are cre-
ated by drivers like you and me,”
Work explained.

One person taps the brakes for
whatever reason. The person be-
hind them takes a second to re-
spond and has to brake even har-
der. The next person has to brake
even harder. The wave of braking
continues until many cars are at a
standstill. Then, as traffic clears,
the drivers accelerate too quickly,
causing more braking and yet an-
other jam.

“We know that one car braking
suddenly can have a huge im-
pact,” Work said.

Last week’s experiment showed
that a few cars driving slowly and
steadily could have an impact as
well, for the better.

The experiment utilized 100
cars that travelled in loops on a 15-
mile section of I-24 from about 6
am. to 9:45 am. each morning.
Working on the premise that if 5%
of the cars on the road were acting
together, they could lessen the
prevalence of phantom traffic
jams, the researchers equipped
those 100 cars to communicate
wirelessly, sending traffic infor-
mation back and forth.

They also took advantage of the
adaptive cruise control that is al-
ready an option on many new veh-
icles. This technology lets the

Mark HuMPHREY/AP

Researchers look at live interstate traffic images and data screens in Nashville, Tenn. Researchers say
they have successfully used artificial intelligence in a group of wirelessly connected cars to help ease rush
hour traffic on an interstate in Nashville.

driver set a car to cruise at a cer-
tain speed, but the car automati-
cally slows down and speeds up as
needed to keep a safe distance
from the car in front.

In the experiment, the adaptive
cruise control was modified to re-
act to the overall traffic flow — in-
cluding what was happening far
ahead — using artificial intelli-
gence.

The cars’ decision-making oc-
curred on two levels, Work said.
At the cloud level, information
about traffic conditions was used
to create an overall speed plan.
That plan was then broadcast to
the cars, which used artificial in-
telligence algorithms to deter-
mine the best action to take.

The researchers were able to
evaluate the effect the connected
cars had on morning traffic flow
using a special 4-mile stretch of
1-24 outfitted with 300 pole-

mounted sensors.The experiment
is a project of the CIRCLES con-
sortium, a group thatincludes sev-
eral automakers and the U.S.
Energy and Transportation de-
partments. Other lead research-
ers are based at the University of
California, Berkeley; Temple Uni-
versity; and Rutgers University-
Camden.

Liam Pedersen is deputy gener-
al manager for research at Nissan,
a CIRCLES consortium partner
who was in Nashville last week for
the experiment. He said one of the
exciting things about it is that it
builds on technology that is al-
ready in many new cars.

“This is not autonomous driv-
ing,” he said. “This is something
we could realize very soon.”

Asked if automakers will be
willing to cooperate to ease traffic,
Pedersen said, “I certainly hope
so, because the system works best

when lots and lots of cars partici-
pate.”

Last week’s experiment built off
one Work and his colleagues con-
ducted in 2017 at the University of
Arizona. That repeated the Japa-
nese experiment, this time with a
single self-driving car thrown into
the mix. The self-driving car
smoothed the flow of traffic so that
there was 98% less braking. That
led to a 40% increase in fuel effi-
ciency and a 14% increase in dis-
tance driven.

Researchers are still crunching
the numbers on last week’s exper-
iment, but Work said it “demon-
strated that these jams can be re-
duced through the novel automat-
ed vehicle technologies we devel-
oped. It’s unquestionable that
enhanced automotive technology
can significantly reduce phantom
traffic jams when implemented at
scale.”

Bison spread as Native American tribes reclaim stewardship

By MATTHEW BROWN
Associated Press

BADLANDS NATIONAL
PARK, S.D. — Perched atop a
fence at Badlands National Park,
Troy Heinert peered from be-
neath his wide-brimmed hat into a
corral where 100 wild bison await-
ed transfer to the Rosebud Indian
Reservation.

Descendants of bison that once
roamed North America’s Great
Plains by the tens of millions, the
animals would soon thunder up a
chute, take a truck ride across
South Dakota and join one of many
burgeoning herds Heinert has
helped reestablish on Native
American lands.

Heinert nodded in satisfaction
to a park service employee as the
animals stomped their hooves and
kicked up dust in the cold wind.
He took a brief call from Iowa
about another herd being trans-
ferred to tribes in Minnesota and
Oklahoma, then spoke with a fel-
low trucker about yet more bison

ToBy BRusSEAU/AP

T.J. Heinert, assistant range manager of Wolakota Buffalo Range near
Spring Creek, S.D., picks out a bull buffalo to harvest for a community

gathering on Oct. 14.

destined for Wisconsin.

By nightfall, the last of the
American buffalo shipped from
Badlands were being unloaded at
the Rosebud reservation, where
Heinert lives.

The next day, he was on the road
back to Badlands to load 200 bison

for another tribe, the Cheyenne
River Sioux.

Most bison in North America
are in commercial herds, treated
no differently than cattle.

“Buffalo, they walk in two
worlds,” Heinert said. ”Are they
commercial or are they wildlife?

From the tribal perspective, we’ve
always deemed them as wildlife,
or to take it a step further, as a rel-
ative.”

Some 82 tribes across the U.S.
— from New York to Alaska —
now have more than 20,000 bison
in 65 herds — and that’s been
growing in recent years along with
the desire among Native Ameri-
cans to reclaim stewardship of an
animal their ancestors lived
alongside and depended upon for
millennia.

European settlers destroyed
that balance when they slaughter-
ed the great herds. Bison almost
went extinct until conservation-
ists including Teddy Roosevelt in-
tervened to reestablish a small
number of herds largely on feder-
al lands. Native Americans were
sometimes excluded from those
early efforts carried out by con-
servation groups.

Such groups more recently
partnered with tribes, and some
are now stepping aside. The long-

term dream for some Native
Americans: return bison on a
scale rivaling herds that roamed
the continent in numbers that
shaped the landscape itself.

Heinert, S0, a South Dakota
state senator and director of the
InterTribal Buffalo Council,
views his job in practical terms:
Get bison to tribes that want them,
whether two animals or 200. He
helps them rekindle long-neglect-
ed cultural connections, increase
food security, reclaim sovereignty
and improve land management.
This fall, Heinert’s group has
moved 2,041 bison to 22 tribesin 10
states.

“All of these tribes relied on
them at some point, whether that
was for food or shelter or ceremo-
nies. The stories that come from
those tribes are unique to those
tribes,” he said. “Those tribes are
trying to go back to that, reestab-
lishing that connection that was
once there and was once very
strong.”
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Erdogan vows Syria invasion, Kurds prepare response

Associated Press

QAMISHLI, Syria — Turkey’s
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
vowed Wednesday to order a land
invasion of northern Syria target-
ing Kurdish groups, amid years-
long border violence and repeated
Turkish incursions.

Turkey has launched a barrage
of airstrikes on suspected militant
targets in northern Syria and Iraq
in recent days, in retaliation for a
deadly Nov. 13 bombing in Istan-
bul that Ankara blames on the
Kurdish groups. The groups have

denied involvement in the bomb-
ing, and say Turkish strikes have
killed civilians and threatened the
fight against Islamic State.
Ankara’s allies, particularly
Russia, have attempted to avert a
ground incursion, but Erdogan
said Wednesday in a speech to his
ruling party’s legislators in Anka-
ra that the air operations are “just
the beginning” and that Turkey is
determined to “close down all of
our southern borders ... with a se-
curity strip that will prevent the
possibility of attacks on our coun-

Turkey has carried out a series
of incursions into Syria since 2016
and already controls parts of
northern Syria.

Erdogan said the new military
offensive, planned to take place
“at the most convenient time for
us” would target the regions of Tel
Rifaat, Manbij and Kobani, which
is also known by its Arabic name
Ayn Al Arab.

“The day is near when those
concrete tunnels which the terro-
rists use for safety will become

their graves,” he said.

The commander of the Kurdish-
led Syrian Democratic Forces in
northeast Syria, meanwhile, said
his group is prepared to repel a
ground invasion by Turkey.

SDF head Mazloum Abdi told
the The Associated Press that his
group has been preparing for an-
other such attack since Turkey
launched a ground offensive in the
area in 2019 and “we believe that
we have reached a level where we
can foil any new attack. At least
the Turks will not be able to occu-

py more of our areas and there will
be a great battle.”

He added, “If Turkey attacks
any region, the war will spread to
all regions ... and everyone will be
hurt by that.”

Following the weekend’s air-
strikes, Turkish officials said that
suspected Kurdish militants fired
rockets Monday across the Syrian
border into Turkey, killing at least
two people and wounding 10 oth-
ers.

Abdi denied that SDF had
struck inside Turkish territory.

Russian Duma gives LGBTQ
‘propaganda’ bill final approval

Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russian lawmak-
ers on Thursday gave their final
approval to a bill that significantly
expands restrictions on activities
seen as promoting gay rights in
the country, another step in a
yearslong crackdown on the coun-
try’s embattled LGBTQ commun-
ity.

The new bill expands a ban on
what authorities call “propaganda
of non-traditional sexual rela-
tions” to minors, established by
legislation dubbed the “gay propa-
ganda” law. It was adopted by the
Kremlin in 2013 in an effort to pro-
mote “traditional values” in Rus-
sia.

ban spreading such information to
people aged 18 and older.

The bill was approved in the
third and final reading on Thurs-
day by the State Duma, the lower
house of parliament. It will go next
to the upper house, the Federation
Council, and then to President
Vladimir Putin, whose signature
will give it legal force.

The new bill outlaws all adver-
tising, media and online resources
books, films and theater produc-
tions deemed to contain such

Official: Kosovo,

Associated Press

PRISTINA, Kosovo — The Eu-
ropean Union’s top diplomat on
Wednesday said Kosovo and Ser-
bia have reached a deal on a dis-
pute over vehicle number plates,
defusing rising tensions between
the two Western Balkan neigh-
bors.

EU high representative Josep
Borrell posted in his social media
page that Kosovo’s and Serbia’s
negotiators “have agreed to avoid
further escalation and to fully con-
centrate on the proposal on nor-
malization of their relations.” Ser-

Serbia reach vehicle plates deal

bia will stop issuing license plates
with Kosovo cities’ denominations
and Kosovo would cease further
actions on the re-registration of
vehicles.

Talks will continue on the sub-
sequent steps.

Earlier this week Borrell had
failed to convince Serbian Presi-
dent Aleksandar Vucic and Koso-
vo Prime Minister Albin Kurti to
reach a deal, further raising con-
cerns about the escalating ten-
sions between the former war
foes.

Kurti blamed Borrell for focus-

ing solely on the license plates in-
stead of the full normalization of
ties between the neighbors.

Vucic said Kurti was responsi-
ble for the failure of the meeting.

The EU-backed Belgrade-Pris-
tina Dialogue, which is aimed at
normalizing relations between the
neighbors and former foes in the
Western Balkans, has been at a
virtual standstill for years. The
EU warned Serbia and Kosovo
last week that they are on the edge
of a precipice and must resolve
their dispute or face the prospect
of a return to their violent past.

“propaganda,” a concept loosely
defined in the bill. The 2013 ban
was often enacted against any de-
pictions of same-sex unions and
used as a tool to crack down on
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JoRGE SiLva / AP

Kim Yo Jong, sister of North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un.

Kim’s sister

China expands lockdowns as
COVID-19 cases hit daily record

Associated Press

BEIJING — Pandemic lock-
downs are expanding across Chi-
na, including in a city where facto-
ry workers clashed this week with
police, as the number of COVID-19
cases hits a daily record.

Residents of eight districts of
Zhengzhou, home to 6.6 million
people, were told to stay home for
five days beginning Thursday ex-
cept to buy food or get medical
treatment. Daily mass testing was
ordered in what the city govern-
mentcalled a“war of annihilation”
against the virus.

During clashes Tuesday and
Wednesday, Zhengzhou police

beat workers protesting over a pay
dispute at the biggest factory for
Apple’s iPhone, located in an in-
dustrial zone near the city. Fox-
conn, the Taiwan-based owner of
the factory, apologized Thursday
for whatit called “an input errorin
the computer system” and said it
would guarantee that the pay is the
same as agreed to and in official
recruitment posters.

In the previous 24 hours, the
number of new COVID cases rose
by 31,444, the National Health
Commission said Thursday.
That’s the highest daily figure
since the coronavirus was first de-
tectedinthe central Chinese city of

Wuhan in late 2019.

The daily caseload has been
steadily increasing. This week, au-
thoritiesreported China’s first CO-
VID-19 deaths in six months,
bringing the total to 5,232.

While the number of cases and
deaths is relatively low compared
to the U.S. and other countries,
China’s ruling Communist Party
remains committed to a “zero-CO-
VID” strategy that aims to isolate
every case and eliminate the virus
entirely. Most other governments
have ended anti-virus controls and
now rely on vaccinations and im-
munity from pastinfectionstohelp
prevent deaths and serious illness.

makes insulting
threats to Seoul

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — The
powerful sister of North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un attacked South
Korea with a string of insults on
Thursday for considering new uni-
lateral sanctions against the North,
calling its president and his govern-
ment “idiots” and “a running wild
dog gnawing on a bone given by the
US>

Kim Yo Jong’s diatribe came two
days after South Korea’s Foreign
Ministry said it was considering ad-
ditional sanctions on North Korea
over its recent barrage of missile
tests. The ministry said it would al-
so consider taking action against al-
leged cyberattacks by North Korea
— believed to be a key new source
of funding for its weapons program
— if the North conducts a major
provocation like a nuclear test.

“I wonder what ‘sanctions’ the
South Korean group, no more than
a running wild dog gnawing on a
bone given by the U.S., impudently
will impose on North Korea,” Kim
Yo Jong said in a statement carried
by state media. “What a spectacle
sight!”

She called South Korea’s conser-
vative President Yoon Suk Yeol and
his administration “idiots who con-
tinue creating the dangerous situa-
tion.”

She added that South Korea “had
not been our target” when Moon
Jae-in — Yoon’s liberal predeces-
sor who sought reconciliation with
North Korea — was in power. The
comment could be seen as an at-
tempt to foster anti-Yoon sentiment
in South Korea.

“We warn the impudent and stu-
pid once again that the desperate
sanctions and pressure of the U.S.
and its South Korean stooges
against (North Korea) will add fuel
to the latter’s hostility and anger
and they will serve as a noose for
them,” Kim Yo Jong said.

South Korea quickly shot back,

saying it’s “very deplorable for her

“l wonder what
‘sanctions’ the
South Korean
group, no more
than a running wild
dog gnawing on a
bone given by the
U.S., impudently
will impose on
North Korea. What
a spectacle sight!”

Kim Yo Jong

to denounce our head of state with
rough, substandard words and
show no basic forms of etiquette.”
Seoul’s Unification Ministry said in
a statement that it strongly con-
demns what it called “her impure
attempt to incite antigovernment
struggles and shake our system” in
South Korea.

While it’s not the first time Kim
Yo Jong has used crude invectives
toward South Korea, North Koreais
expected to further escalate mili-
tary tensions on the Korean Penin-
sula given that she’s in charge of re-
lations with South Korea and wields
some influences on the North’s mil-
itary, said analyst Cheong Seong-
Chang at the private Sejong Insti-
tute in South Korea.

North Korea is notorious for col-
orful, crude personal attacks on
South Korean and U.S. leaders. It
called previous South Korean Pres-
idents Lee Myung-bak and Park
Geun-hye “arat” and “a prostitute”
respectively, while describing for-
mer U.S. President Donald Trump
as “a mentally deranged U.S. do-
tard.” In March 2021 when Moon
was still in office, Kim Yo Jong
called him “a parrot raised by
America.”
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Growing
a fresh
following

iStock

Produce farmers using social media to engage with their customers

By EL1zABETH ELKIN
AND DIEGO LASARTE
Bloomberg
roduce growers are
bringing their fruits
and vegetables to their
consumers, not at a
farmers market but on TikTok.

It started with a baked feta
pasta recipe that made its way
onto TikTok in January 2021 and
went viral on the social media
platform. In the videos, home
chefs roast cherry tomatoes,
olive oil and feta and add herbs
and cooked pasta; the recipe
went viral online and in grocery
stores. Cherry tomato sales went
up about 19% that week, accord-
ing to the International Fresh
Produce Association’s data.
News organizations also widely
reported that feta cheese was
difficult to come by. Today, the
tag #bakedfeta has 127.7 million
views.

With younger generations
buying a lot of products online
through social media, including
food, produce farmers see an
opportunity to get their goods
directly into the hands of millen-
nials and Gen Z. They’re using
social content and influencers to
try to keep people buying fresh
food.

“We need to meet consumers
where they are,” said Cathy
Burns, chief executive of the
International Fresh Produce
Association. “Millennials are a
very big purchaser now, and they
continue to impact the economy,
and Gen Z is right behind them.
Social media has continued un-
tapped potential for our indus-
try.”

There’s growing evidence that,
with the right push, humble
harvest items can capture the

spotlight. This summer, corn also
had a moment in the sun thanks
to a child who has been fondly
nicknamed “the Corn Kid” by his
internet fans.

“Ever since I was told corn is
real, it tasted good,” the boy says
in the video. “When I tried it with
butter, everything changed.”

Social media is a pretty in-
expensive way to market, which
is a real opportunity for the in-
dustry, Burns said.

“If you can hit it big like the
corn kid, there’s huge upside,”
she said.

One company taking note is
Los Angeles-based The Wonder-
ful Company, which has featured
big-name celebrities like Stephen
Colbert and Groot in its commer-
cials for pistachios. The closely
held company grows and sells a
variety of food products, includ-
ing fruits, nuts, flowers, water,
wine and juices. Now, it’s making
anew and dedicated investment
in TikTok across many of its
brands, including Wonderful
Halos, Wonderful Pistachios,
POM Wonderful and Wonderful
Seedless Lemons. The company’s
in-house advertising agency even
has dedicated TikTok experts.

“The impact of TikToKk is un-
deniable in reaching a younger
audience,” said Adam Cooper,
senior vice president of market-
ing at the company. “Investing in
TikTok allows us to connect with
millennials and Gen Z in a fun
and authentic way that we can’t
get from traditional TV or print
advertising. It allows for engage-
ment, interaction and a variety of
content so that there’s something
for everyone in a very in-the-
moment way that traditional
advertising timelines don’t allow
for.”

The Wonderful Company is
working with influencers across
its brands. It’s looking for people
who really love the products and
healthy snacks, Cooper said.

“As a company, we pride our-
selves on being innovative in the
way we market our products, and
TikTok is that next evolving
space for brands,” Cooper said.

One of the first partners for the
company’s Wonderful Halos
brand, which sells mandarins, is
with @greyandmama, an ac-
count run by Linda Meeker who
gained popularity on social
media by sharing videos of her
son Grey learning to say “thank
you.” She wrote a book for young
children on healthy eating.

“It’s super sweet, and they’re
super yummy,” the child says
while peeling a mandarin in the
paid partnership post.

TikTok can be especially help-
ful for local farms. At Lonely
Pines Farm, a small-scale flower
and garlic farm located on the
Olympic Peninsula in Washing-
ton state, social media is an es-
sential part of the business. Lau-
ra Schletzbaum and her hus-
band, Jerry Bergstrom, have
amassed over 3.5 million likes on
TikTok and thousands of follower
across Instagram and YouTube.
TikTok has helped them reach a
new customer: young gardeners.

“We’re completely incorporat-
ed social media into our business
plan,” Schletzbaum said. “In-
stagram is the main source for
our local customers, it allows
them to buy flowers and garlic
from us directly, whereas TikTok
gives us exposure to a whole new
generation of gardeners. There’s
literally no way anyone would
have found us if they hadn’t
found us on social media.”

Halo’s Versa 16 Pizza
Oven pies praiseworthy

By GREGG ELLMAN
Tribune News Service

Halo’s Versa 16 Outdoor Pizza
Oven is a great backyard pizza
oven for a few reasons. It doesn’t
take up a lot of space, it’s easy to
use and it runs off of propane.
And it’s fun to produce five-star
results.

T’ll take a line the Halo team
put in the pizza oven’s manual:
“Nothing says cook, gather and
create memories like Pizza!” It’s
a great social meal, with every-
one putting their own touches on
a pie with individual ingredients.

Choosing a pizza oven can be
challenging: There are so many
choices available. What size;
where will you cook the pizza,
indoors or outdoors; where will
you store the oven and how do
you want to fuel it (wood, pro-
pane, electric, etc.) are just some
of the decisions to be made.

Once you have the answers, it’s
time to go shopping, except I’ll
make it easy. Get the Halo Versa
16 Outdoor Pizza Oven. The setup
is easy. Unbox it carefully and
follow the simple instructions to
attach the legs, motor and other
items. Connections for a standard
20-gallon tank and a 1-gallon tank
are included, but the tanks and
the gas are not.

The tabletop outdoor pizza
oven (22.5-by-25.5-by-1S inches,
43 pounds) reaches 950 degrees
Fahrenheit in 12 minutes. A 16-
inch Cordierite Cooking pizza
stone is included.

The propane tank hooks up to
the side and a front dial sets the
temperature, read on a top-sided
heat indicator. The pizza stone
sits on a motorized carousel in-
side the oven and is powered by
two D batteries or the included
alternating current (AC) adapter.
Having the pizza turn 360 de-
grees gave it even cooking all the
way around.

Inside is a patent-pending dual
burner system, which, as men-
tioned, gets hot very fast. Caution
has to be taken when using some-
thing this hot, and children
should have adult supervision.

With the oven on and the lid
closed, you can see the burner in
the back and the heat it sends
out. An opening in the front al-
lows you to load your pizza in and
out and watch it cook to perfec-
tion. According to Halo, the body
is constructed with 201 inches of
high-temperature powder-coat-
ed, cold-rolled steel and 430
stainless steel. If you have to
open the lid during cooking, use
the two silicone tabs on the sides
with caution.

So how were the results? Five
people made pizzas on three
nights of testing, and all got the
highest compliments. Each time
we adjusted the ingredients, the
size of the pizza and the cooking
time. But the overall consensus
of Halo’s Versa 16 Outdoor Pizza
Oven is five stars.

The oven is not limited to just
pizza. Our 14-inch chocolate chip
cookies were a prime example.
While we were making the initial
batch to season the cooking stone
with fats and oils (as suggested in
the instructions), the first one
didn’t come out as planned, but
now with the stone in excellent
cooking shape, we’ve made them
regularly. Other choices include
stuffed bell peppers, steaks,
chicken, pizza and cinnamon
rolls.

Cooking times vary depending
on what you want; we went with
7-inch pizzas in the preheated
oven, cooking for about 2.5 min-
utes. Some didn’t want them as
well done, so they were pulled
out in a little less time, all with
the heat set between medium and
low. The times will vary based on
the temperature and pizza sizes,
so be ready for a round of experi-
menting.

Halo’s Versa 16 Outdoor Pizza
Oven provides a top-notch expe-
rience for both beginner and
experienced chefs.

Pizza has always been my No. 1
food, and it just moved up even
higher on my list, if that’s pos-
sible.

Online: halo-pg.com/outdoor-
pizza-oven; $499.99

The Halo Versa 16 Outdoor Pizza Oven is a space-saver. An opening
in the front allows users to watch their pie as it cooks.
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Gabriel LaBelle, a cast member in the film “The Fabelmans,” poses for a portrait Sept. 11 at the Four
Seasons Hotel in Toronto during the 2022 Toronto International Film Festival.

Universal sign

Teen gets his big shot playing a fictionalized
version of young Spielberg in ‘The Fabelmans’

By JAKE CoYLE
Associated Press
he audition sheet that
Gabriel LaBelle re-
ceived was titled “Unti-
tled Amblin Film.”
Director: “TBD.”

LaBelle, a 19-year-old actor
from Vancouver, Canada, with a
handful of credits in TV and film,
taped his audition and sent it off,
not thinking too much about it. A
couple days later, he began to
hear whispers. That movie? It’s a
Steven Spielberg film. And the
part? Playing Steven Spielberg.

LaBelle didn’t get a call back
until three months later — and
even then he didn’t really know
what he was in for. It wasn’t until
LaBelle was cast and received
the full script that it dawned on
him. He was the lead of Spiel-
berg’s “The Fabelmans,” playing
a fictionalized younger version of
the legendary director.

“When I was auditioning, the
character’s name was Teenage
Sammy — I thought as opposed
to Adult Sammy,” LaBelle said in
an interview the day after “The
Fabelmans” premiered at the
Toronto International Film Fes-
tival in September. “I get the
script and you’re reading it for 30
pages and he’s 6 and 8 years old.
Page 35 or so, Teenage Sammy
comes along. OK, good! Now this
is my part. It’s going to be a
three-act movie; it’s going to be a
‘Moonlight’ or something. I kept
waiting for my exit, but it never
came.”

Instead, LaBelle makes a very
big entrance in “The Fabelmans”
playing the legendary American
film director in his most auto-
biographical film. As Spielberg’s
fictionalized stand-in, Sammy
Fabelman, he plays the 75-year-
old through some of his most
formative teenage years as an
aspiring filmmaker. Much of the
film belongs to Michelle Wil-
liams and Paul Dano, who play
Sammy’s parents and turn in
extraordinarily nuanced perfor-
mances. But LaBelle’s Sammy is
the throughline in “The Fabel-
mans,” a deeply felt portrait of an
American movie icon as a young
man.

For any young, little-known
actor, just getting a role in a
Spielberg film can launch a ca-
reer. Christian Bale and Drew
Barrymore are just a few of the
actors who got their big break
with the director. LaBelle’s chal-
lenge, though, added the consid-
erable wrinkle of also playing
Spielberg, himself.

“After I got cast, it was really
like: Did I just bite off more than
I can chew?” said LaBelle, who

goes by Gabe. “It was like the
universe just dropped down. ‘Ah,
you want to be an actor, do you?
You want to be in the movies?””

Before “The Fabelmans,”
LaBelle’s most notable credit was
probably a small part in the 2018
reboot “The Predator.” His fa-
ther, Rob LaBelle, is a veteran
actor with dozens of film and
television credits. At the pre-
miere, when the younger LaBelle
saw “The Fabelmans” for the
first time, he sat with his parents
and brother, often clutching his
mother’s hand. On stage after the
film, LaBelle described the odd
feeling of being on a film set
“surrounded by masters.”

“Then there’s me, that kid with
the good audition.”

But LaBelle quickly became
part of the company, Spielberg
said. In a talk with Cameron
Bailey, TIFF director, at the
festival, Spielberg said the role
was especially difficult for him to
cast.

“None of this is really easy
because we don’t often see our-
selves the way our friends and
our family sees us,” Spielberg
said. “As a kid growing up, I
always had a lot of reasons why I
was always in the corner, why I
was always not the center of
conversation. I needed someone
who wasn’t going to bring too
much self-awareness to Sammy.”

“The Fabelmans,” opening in
theaters this weekend, tracks
Sammy through his first expo-
sure to cinema as a child (Mateo
Zoryna Francis-Deford plays him
as a boy) through his high school
years. The film captures Spiel-
berg’s growing wonder with the
possibilities — and manipulative
power — of filmmaking during a
time of increasing marital toil for
his parents. That meant that
LaBelle would be acting out
some seminal moments in Spiel-
berg’s life: Making his first war
movie; Kissing his first girlfriend;
stepping onto a studio lot for the
first time.

LaBelle found Spielberg a
ready resource, but their talks
didn’t often stray outside of the
work at hand.

“Our main focus was the mo-
vie,” LaBelle said. “Yes, I could
talk to him and go off about his
life, but I could tell he wasn’t
going to unload it all to us. We
had to ask. We had to go at it
scene by scene. It was really just
about what’s the purpose of each
moment. How did you feel? What
do you want out of me? Some-
times he’d tell me and sometimes
he wouldn’t want me to know and
he’d want me to just do what I
thought Sammy should do.”
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A personal best

Director Spielberg injects intimate details of
his upbringing in luminous ‘The Fabelmans’

Friday, November 25, 2022

By JusTiN CHANG
Los Angeles Times

ore than any other

director, Steven

Spielberg con-

founds the notion
that the personal and the pop-
ular, or the technician and the
artist, are fundamentally at odds.
The intensity of feeling you expe-
rienced on your first (or third)
close encounter with a Spielberg
classic — maybe you levitated
out of your seat at “Raiders of the
Lost Ark” or had your nerves
shredded by “Jaws” — was likely
so pure that it felt like yours
alone, never mind that millions of
moviegoers around the world felt
the same way.

And so it’s worth considering
exactly what it means to describe
“The Fabelmans,” Spielberg’s
piercing, rollicking and altogeth-
er marvelous ramble through his
early years, as his most personal
work. That assessment may be
correct, if we assume “personal”
to be synonymous with “auto-
biographical,” and also if we
overlook the snippets of family
history that he’s woven almost
subliminally throughout his ear-
lier films. Fire up “1941” and
“Saving Private Ryan” and you’ll
catch stray glimpses of his fa-
ther’s World War II stories.
“E.T.” and “Close Encounters of
the Third Kind” endure not only
as wondrous alien-visitation
fantasies but as portraits of fam-
ilies in disarray, something that
emerged directly from the pain
of his parents’ divorce.

But “The Fabelmans” — mov-
ingly dedicated to Spielberg’s
parents, Arnold and Leah — is
his first picture to put that partic-
ular divorce front and center,
along with various other inti-
mate, semifictionalized details
culled from his postwar upbring-
ing. He’s grafted those details
onto a young alter ego named
Sammy Fabelman, first seen as a
young boy played by Mateo Zo-
ryon Francis-DeFord. Spielberg,
sharing a writing credit for the
first time with his regular collab-
orator Tony Kushner (“West Side
Story,” “Lincoln”), rummages
through a treasure chest of old
anecdotes and memories, string-
ing together road trips and sport-
ing events, summer vacations
and Hanukkah gatherings.
There’s a death in the family, a
couple of bullies, a memorable
first kiss and even a prom night.

And of course, there are mo-
vies, lots of movies, from Cecil B.
DeMille’s “The Greatest Show on
Earth” to John Ford’s “The Man
Who Shot Liberty Valance,”
whose wryly memorable axiom

(“Print the legend”) provides a
clue as to how to approach this
alternately truthy and truthful
cine-memoir. It’s hardly acciden-
tal that Sammy’s story begins
with a life-changing trip to the
pictures in the early 1950s and
finds him wandering a Holly-
wood backlot more than a decade
later. In between, the story zig-
zags from New Jersey to Arizona
to California, tracking the gene-
sis of a young man’s lifelong love
affair with the movies — a ro-
mance that will prove mutually
beneficial, even if Sammy’s ob-
session comes at a price.

“Art is no game!” roars his
great-uncle Boris (a wonderful
Judd Hirsch) in a thesis-un-
derlining gem of a monologue.
“Art is as dangerous as a lion’s
mouth. It'll bite your head off.”

Boris, a former circus per-
former with the air of an ancient
prophet, knows of what he
speaks, just as he knows the
reckless creative temperament
that runs through his side of the
family. Sammy’s own mother,
Mitzi (a breathtaking Michelle
Williams), gave up a promising
career as a concert pianist years
ago to help her engineer hus-
band, Burt (Paul Dano, beautiful-
ly restrained), raise Sammy and
his three younger sisters. Burt,
heavily in demand from the bur-
geoning computer industry,
keeps his family on the move;
Mitzi adapts as best she can, but
she can’t hide her resentment
and regret over her dashed pro-
fessional dreams. A similarly
unsatisfying fate, Boris declares,
might also befall Sammy, whose
passion for moviemaking is des-
tined to clash with, and even
eclipse, his love for his family.

But “The Fabelmans,” perhaps
buoyed by its own Spielbergian
optimism, takes a gentler, more
nuanced view of this conundrum.
From the beginning, Sammy’s
family actively nurtures his mo-
vie love, and his parents’ distinct
perspectives can’t help but shape
his own way of seeing. Burt, an
electrical engineer, explains
movies primarily as a mechan-
ical phenomenon, a science of
reels and frame rates; though
impressed by his son’s talent, he
wishes the boy would pursue
something more practical. Mitzi,
by contrast, describes movies as
“dreams that you never forget”
and urges her son to never stop
pursuing his own. Sammy’s sis-
ters, for their part, are gleeful
collaborators on his early mas-
terworks of 8-millimeter horror
cinema, donning toilet-paper
mummy rags and squirting
themselves with ketchup.

Before long, the Fabelmans
move to Phoenix, providing a
welcome change of scenery and
an ideal desert backdrop for the
ambitious westerns and war
pictures that Sammy, now a teen-
ager (an excellent Gabriel La-
Belle), makes with his family,
friends and neighbors. Filmmak-
ing proves a bustling collab-
orative endeavor, and Sammy,
already skilled at moving the
camera and devising ingenious
practical effects, is every inch
the ringmaster a director needs
to be. But filmmaking can also be
an intensely solitary pursuit and,
as Mitzi intuitively grasps, a
therapeutic one: By bending
fictional reality to his will, she
realizes, her son is learning to
make sense of — and exercise
control over — unruly emotions.

There’s a confessional aspect
to this revelation, as if Spielberg
were conceding some of the
accusations — of being a con-
summate emotional manipulator,
a purveyor of cheap sentimental-
ity and forced uplift — that some
of his critics have hurled in his
direction.

But to use the exquisite craft-
smanship of “The Fabelmans” as
an argument against it is to cheat
yourself of its pleasure, and to
miss the point of a movie that
functions as a playful, prismatic
meditation on its own making.
How to explain the strange meta-
thrill of seeing Spielberg repur-
pose one of his recurring signa-
ture images — faces staring up in
awe at an otherworldly spectacle
— in a context where that specta-
cle is playing out on a cinema
screen? How to quantify the
magic of the moment when Sam-
my, running footage through his
hand-cranked editing machine, is
floored by what he sees in the
interplay of shooting and cutting
— in a wordless, lyrical sequence
that is itself a master class on
shooting and cutting?

For a filmmaker to use his
command of the medium to
dramatize his younger self’s
command of the medium might

UNIVERsAL PicTURES AND AMBLIN ENTERTAINMENT/AP
Paul Dano and Michelle Williams encourage Mateo Zoryon Francis-DeFord’s passion in “The Fabelmans.”

have seemed, in other hands,
hopelessly self-congratulatory.
But there’s also a humility at
work here, as well as a deep
understanding of human frailty
that feels like the opposite of
arrogance. The most powerful
moments in “The Fabelmans”
unfold sans self-consciousness or
formal gimmickry, which is fit-
ting, since the most important
lesson that Sammy learns about
the movies is that, while they can
spin elaborate lies, they can also
tell the truth. His camera can
both distort and reveal reality,
catching details that the human
eye misses and bringing them,
unsparingly, into the light.

The most wrenching of those
details concern Mitzi’s slide into
depression and denial, and Wil-
liams’ performance is an aston-
ishing, almost unbearable reser-
voir of emotion. Burt’s practical,
sturdy resignation makes him no
less poignant a figure, and Dano
precisely conveys the struggle of
a man whose gentleness comple-
ments, but cannot assuage, his
wife’s unquenchable lust for life.

And if “The Fabelmans” is a
record of the end of a marriage,
it’s also an attempt at reconcil-
iation — between a child and his
loving, well-meaning, painfully
human parents, and also between
the twinned legacies that those
parents bequeathed him.

Like all great storytellers,
Spielberg knows the value — the
beauty — of artifice and embel-
lishment, as well as the perme-
ability of truth and fiction. “The
Fabelmans” is as slick, trans-
porting and painstakingly orches-
trated as anything in his filmog-
raphy, and also as funny, stirring
and implacably sad. What makes
it personal isn’t that you believe
everything in it happened exactly
as you see it. It’s how vivid and
enveloping it feels as it’s happen-
ing in front of you, and how rec-
ognizable and bittersweet an
ache it leaves behind.

“The Fabelmans” is rated PG-13 for some strong
language, thematic elements, brief violence and
drug use. Running time: 151 minutes.

Film ‘a way of
bringing my mom
and dad back’

“The Fabelmans” is being billed
as Steven Spielberg’s most perso-
nal film, tracing his cinema-sotted
youth. But just how personal is it?

At a Q&A at
the Toronto In-
ternational Film
Festival in Sep-
tember, Spiel-
berg  shared
some insight.

Is this auto-
biographical
opus, one of his
only feature screenwriting credits
and his first screenplay credit
since 1982’s “Poltergeist,” in-
tended to wrap up Spielberg’s ca-
reer?

Short answer: No.

“It's not because I've decided to
retire and this is my swan song.
Don't believe any of that. Don't be-
lieve that,” he said of choosing to
create the cinematic equivalent of
writing @ memoir. “Tony (Kushn-
er, his co-writer) and | started talk-
ing about this possibility when we
were making ‘Lincoln’ (2012). ...
But when COVID hit, we all had a
lot of time and a lot of fear ... (and)
as things got worse and worse, |
just felt if | was going to leave any-
thing behind, what are the things |
really need to resolve about my
mom and my dad and my sisters
... It wasn’t now or never, but | al-
most felt that way.”

The film isn’t an entirely rosy
view of Spielberg’s family; it de-
picts some pretty difficult times
for his parents as a couple, and
the family’s struggle with them.
Was it worth it?

“This film, for me, is a way of
bringing my mom and dad back,”
Spielberg said. “And it also
brought my sisters, Annie and Su-
sie and Nancy, closer to me than |
ever thought possible. And that
was worth making the film for.”

— Los Angeles Times

Spielberg
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Passing on lessons and

Animated ‘Strange World’
tackles father-son dynamic
with an environmental twist

By Tracy BRowN
Los Angeles Times

ne of “Strange World’s” tri-

umphs is the vibrant, weird,

visually stunning subterranean

world that the film’s heroes
stumble upon during their quest to save
their way of life. From its lush palette to
its cute and deadly flora and fauna, this
strange, mysterious world is very much
deserving of its status as the film’s title
character.

Another, in true Disney fashion, is its
thematic swings. Directed by Walt Disney
Animation veteran Don Hall (“Big Hero
6,” “Moana”) and written/co-directed by
Qui Nguyen — a duo that previously col-
laborated on “Raya and the Last Dragon”
(2021) — “Strange World” tackles father-
son relationships and the idea of legacy
with an ecological, environmentalist twist.

The multigenerational family at the
center of this animated adventure film is
the Clades. Searcher Clade (voiced by
Jake Gyllenhaal) is a humble farmer and
town hero who has built his life around a
childhood discovery: a plant called pando
that powers everything from giant airships
to household appliances. Searcher stum-
bled upon pando while on an expedition
with his father, Jaeger Clade (Dennis
Quaid), an explorer cut from a more tradi-
tional “adventure story” mold whose de-

DisNEY/AP

Left to right: Ethan Clade, voiced by Jaboukie Young-White, Meridian Clade, voiced by
Gabrielle Union, and Searcher Clade, voiced by Jake Gyllenhaal, in “Strange World.”

fining motivation is to be the first to see
what lies beyond the giant mountains that
surround Avalonia, their hometown.

Unlike his father, who sought grandeur
outside of his home, Searcher is happier
with his simpler life on the farm with his
capable wife Meridian (Gabrielle Union)
and 16-year-old son Ethan (Jaboukie
Young-White). But as could be expected
from this setup, one of the realizations
Searcher has over the course of the movie
is that he is a lot more like his father than
he’d like to believe.

Yes, it’s the fathers that learn the les-
sons in “Strange World.” Jaeger and
Searcher each have their own ideas for

what they want for their sons and legacies
they hope to pass on, but neither account
for the inevitability that at some point a
child is going to figure out his own wants
and dreams. Like father, like son.

The child at the center and the heart of
“Strange World” is young Ethan. A dutiful
son who clearly loves his parents (much
more than he does walking in on their
displays of affection), Ethan is curious,
caring and longs for adventure beyond the
fields of his family farm. So when Avalo-
nia’s leader Callisto Mal (Lucy Liu)
recruits Searcher for a mission to figure
out what is harming the world’s supply of
pando, Ethan joins as a stowaway, much to

legacies

his parents’ displeasure.

For the most part, the story of “Strange
World” is pretty straightforward and fol-
lows familiar beats, but the mysteries of
pando and Avalonia’s subterranean world
are a creative standout — it’s a place you
can’t help but want to know more about,
danger be damned, because it’s so differ-
ent from the lands featured in other sto-
ries about journeys to the center of the
world, from Jules Verne to “Godzilla vs.
Kong.”

One of “Strange World’s” most ambi-
tious swings is in the way its familial
themes are paralleled in the movie’s envi-
ronmental message. Humankind’s rela-
tionship to nature in most mainstream
Western stories tends to involve conquest,
as symbolized by Jaeger (an explorer), or
control, as symbolized by Searcher (a
farmer), but “Strange World” presents an
alternative: coexistence, as exemplified by
Ethan. And the way Ethan approaches and
experiences the subterranean world turns
out to be key.

It’s not much of a spoiler to say that the
planet is in peril in “Strange World,” and
it’s up to the humans to figure out why.
And in the same way that Searcher must
learn to listen to Ethan in order to give
him space to flourish and grow, Searcher
also has to learn to listen to what the plan-
et is telling him so it can flourish. It’s a bit
heavy-handed but the message is clear:
Being self-absorbed is not good for your
family or the planet, so you need to adjust
for the sake of the future.

“Strange World’ is rated PG for action/peril, some thematic
elements. Running time: 102 minutes.

‘Devotion’ a spirited, true war
salute to friendship

story and

By KaTiE WALsH
Tribune News Service

J.D. Dillard’s 2016 breakout
feature film “Sleight” was a low-
budget gem that showcased what
this up-and-coming filmmaker
could do. Applying an indie sen-
sibility to a gritty, magic-inspired
superhero origin story, his focus
on character over spectacle
made “Sleight” moving and
memorable. In Dillard’s follow-
up film (he’s spent a few years
directing TV), the Korean War
epic “Devotion,” the budget may
have gotten bigger, and the
sumptuous, soaring visuals more
spectacular, but the emphasis on
character remains the same.

That makes “Devotion” an
emotional and fitting tribute to
the real men behind the incred-
ible true story: Lt. Tom Hudner
and Ensign Jesse Brown. Their
experiences in the Korean War
are detailed in Adam Makos’
2014 book, “Devotion: An Epic
Story of Heroism, Friendship,
and Sacrifice,” adapted for the
screen by Jake Crane and Jo-
nathan A.H. Stewart. Glen Po-

well, who has cornered the mar-
ket on playing wingmen this year
with “Devotion” and “Top Gun:
Maverick,” plays Tom Hudner;
the remarkable actor Jonathan
Majors plays Jesse Brown.

Working with Academy
Award-winning cinematographer
Erik Messerschmidt, Dillard
creates an aesthetic for “Devo-
tion” that harks back to classic
war films: The pilots’ Bryl-
creemed coifs gleam against
their leather bomber jackets;
their shiny new Corsair planes
sweep triumphantly through the
clouds of coastal New England
during their training flights.
What they’re training for re-
mains to be seen, as this crop of
aviators missed out on “the big
show” of World War II. Tom, a
Naval Academy graduate, is
antsy to prove himself. Jesse, the
Navy’s first Black pilot, just
wants to fly.

“Devotion,” at 2 hours and 18
minutes, takes its time building
the world and the characters
within, which proves to be cru-
cial motivation for the aerial

action that takes up the second
half. In laying the groundwork,
Crane and Stewart’s script is
refreshingly restrained: It shows
us the characters in natural con-
versation as they work together
and avoids telling us everything
with clunky exposition.

We understand the racism that
Jesse has experienced through
tensions with the Marines aboard
their aircraft carrier, and an
anecdote he relates to Tom about
the grueling, unfair swim test he
was subjected to in the Navy. At
the same time, Jesse has become
an important symbol — for the
Navy, for the nation and for the
Black sailors who run to the deck
to watch his every takeoff and
landing.

Powell, with his sharp all-
American profile, fits the bill of a
clean-cut New England pilot
from privilege, and the support-
ing cast, including Joe Jonas,
Spencer Neville and Nick Har-
grove as the other pilots, bring
some personality to the posse.
Thomas SadoskKi is particularly
great as their no-nonsense but

empathetic commander. But the
performance of the film is Ma-
jors’, who always makes the

unexpected and interesting

choice. It’s in the way he hooks a
thumb in his flight suit, or the
cadence of his speech, or the long
look he gives a sailor who can’t
believe that Elizabeth Taylor

(Serinda Swan) has just inv
this Black pilot to an exclus
Cannes casino.

It is fun to watch the boys flirt

with French women during

shore leave, and while it may

seem a dalliance before the

Sony PicTuReS/TNS
Jonathan Majors, left, and Glen Powell star in “Devotion.”

tion, it’s an important part of
knowing Jesse and Tom, and
their relationship, before we get
to the high-flying heroism. Ton-
ally, “Devotion” remains steady,
never going for over-the-top
emotion or sensation, simply
seeking to express something
authentically moving and human.
It achieves that in spades, deli-
vering a stirring story of friend-
ship during war, and beyond,
that is both rare and real.

ited
ive

their —
“Devotion” is rated PG-13 for strong language,
some war action/violence and smoking. Running

ac- time: 98 minutes.
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A country In

‘Retrograde’

National Geographic documentary offers an intimate look
at Afghanistan’s collapse after the US withdrawal in '21

By J.P. LAWRENCE
Stars and Stripes

new documentary about the last

days of the Afghanistan war

puts viewers on the ground for a

real-time look at the nation’s
impending collapse through the eyes of
U.S. Green Berets and the doomed Afghan
army.

“Retrograde” evokes dread with its
scenes of U.S. and Afghan troops trying to
fend off the inevitable Taliban victory.

The beautifully shot film captures the
despair some Afghans felt after being left
behind to fight the Taliban, when U.S.
troops were pulled out of the country in
2021.

The first third of the film highlights the
last remaining U.S. troops at a remote
base in southern Afghanistan. Some of the
younger Green Berets are almost the
same age as the war, and many of the
older ones have lost friends and years of
their lives to Afghanistan.

The film turns on the announcement
that all U.S. troops are to leave Afghan-
istan. Upon hearing the news, the Green
Berets immediately begin destroying
everything they cannot take back with
them.

They take a sledgehammer to a stack of
printers and throw care packages into an
open fire. They fire mortar rounds into the
empty desert.

Then they blow up their remaining
ammunition, sending a shockwave across

the sand. The U.S. troops are told they
cannot give any ammunition to their Af-
ghan allies, presumably to prevent those
supplies from ending up in Taliban hands
through graft or surrender.

The Green Berets tell their mournful
Afghan counterparts that they’re leaving,
that the decision was out of their control.
And then they leave.

The film shifts perspective to the Af-
ghan troops left behind. Sami Sadat, an
English-speaking general who had been
working with the Green Berets, takes
center stage.

Sadat proves to be an expressive figure.
The film becomes a character portrait of
him as he fights the Taliban in a losing
battle over the summer of 2021.

But as the war continues without U.S.
support, the Taliban begin overrunning
Sadat’s positions. The losses mount. The
wounded are shown screaming and curs-
ing. Afghan troops regularly lack ammuni-
tion, which makes the scene in which the
Green Berets are ordered to not give any-
thing to the Afghan military harsher in
hindsight.

As the film goes on, Sadat’s exhortations
of hope grow thinner. His advisers cannot
help but whisper about how hopeless ev-
erything is.

He seems to move through all five phas-
es of grief as he watches everything crum-
ble around him: Denial of reality, which
he seems to view as a virtue, as he tells
everyone that the Afghan army can still

The first third of the documentary focuses on the U.S. troops and how they prepare to

PHotos BY MATTHEW HEINEMAN/OTP

The documentary “Retrograde” follows Sami Sadat, an Afghan general fighting a losing battle with the Taliban after the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan in 2021.
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leave the country by destroying things that they cannot take back home with them.

win. Anger as he lashes out at his govern-
ment, which he sees as not supporting
him. Bargaining as he searches for a solu-
tion as Taliban tracer rounds fly over his
building. Sadness as he lies still on the
ground after another failed mission. Ac-
ceptance when he comes to grips with the
inevitability of losing.

Outside of the film, Sadat has argued
that the war against the Taliban could
have continued and possibly could have
been won, had it not been for the betrayal
of departing U.S. troops, which crushed
the morale of their Afghan allies.

The film seems to support this idea,
showing the immediate impact of the loss
of U.S. support in the forlorn eyes of Af-
ghan troops who grimly clap during a
goodbye ceremony for the Green Berets.

But in other ways, not shown in the film,
Sadat perhaps was himself responsible for
the collapse of his army. One of the gener-
al’s helicopter pilots told a reporter that he
was ordered to fire upon civilians in terri-
tories recently captured by the Taliban, as
if in retribution, the writer Anand Gopal
wrote in a story in the New Yorker last
year.

Gopal, who was traveling through Tali-
ban territory last summer, said villagers
told him Sadat was someone who regular-
ly ordered civilians killed, which led to
anger against the Afghan army and sup-
port for the Taliban. If true, this descrip-
tion of Sadat, as simply a more articulate

iteration of other brutal warlords support-
ed by the U.S. in Afghanistan, shows a side
of him not explored within the documen-
tary.

The film does not have a narrator but
instead relies on its subjects to tell their
side of the story, combined with clips from
news pieces. Matthew Heineman, the
director, told Stars and Stripes that he
wanted viewers who never experienced
war to feel what it was like on those battle-
fields and maybe see the world a different
way.

The last part of the movie is the collapse
of Afghanistan. It is the most chaotic part
of the documentary, and a lot happens
very quickly.

The most effective part of the last sec-
tion of the movie is the footage from the
teeming crowds surrounding Kabul’s
airport. The film captures the soldiers
shooting above the crowds to force them
back. People brave the danger for a
chance at getting a flight out of the coun-
try.

At one point, a red flare shoots into the
sky, illuminating those stuck on the
ground and the abject hopelessness on
their faces.

“Retrograde” has a running time of 96
minutes and is available Dec. 8 on the
National Geographic channel, Dec. 9 on
Disney+ and Dec. 11 on Hulu.

lawrence.jp@stripes.com
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Sony Active Entertainment

Kratos and Atreus must contend with a harsh winter environment and fend off attacks in God of War: Ragnarok. In this sequel, Atreus is now a teenager searching for his identity.

Growing up and growing apart

God of War Ragnarok advances father-son tale told in 2018 title, uses gameplay, level design to elevate storytelling

By GiesonN CAacHO
Bay Area News Group
he God of War franchise has
never been afraid to take narra-
tive chances. The series has
been retconned here and there,
and that hasn’t stopped developers from
telling compelling stories about Kratos
and his complicated relationship with the
gods.

With the second part of his saga, Sony’s
Santa Monica Studios essentially gave
Kratos a fresh slate and a new mission.
The god who slaughtered the entire Greek
pantheon had to be a single dad for his
son, Atreus. The boy’s mother, Laufey,
had recently died, and the first game of
the new series focused on the journey to
spread her ashes on the tallest peak of the
Nine Realms.

God of War (2018) was a masterpiece
because of its tight thematic storytelling
and revamped gameplay. The sequel, God
of War Ragnarok, takes place a few years
later, and under new director Eric Wil-
liams, it’s a project that’s more sprawling
as it juggles several motif’s.

It follows the natural progression of a
father-son relationship as Kratos is deal-
ing with a teenager who’s looking for his
identity amid a fantasy Norse world where
prophecy and fate weigh heavy on his
mind. Atreus is mentioned in a few fore-

tellings. At the same time, Kratos has his
own demons and fears as he worries about
the path his son is taking and what the
boy’s life would be like if he were to die.

A constrained beginning

Despite its chaotic first scene with a
vengeful Freya, Ragnarok starts out slow
and confined, as it follows a father being
so overprotective of his son that the boy is
struggling to grow.

That conflict is reflected in the level
design and gameplay, which is both famil-
iar and constrained. Kratos and Atreus
follow a mostly linear path with hints of a
bigger world waiting to be unlocked and
explored. It’s not until Atreus sneaks out
for his own adventure and the narrative
switches to his perspective that players
experience more freedom.

It’s one of the rare moments when the
franchise doesn’t follow Kratos, and that
also happens to be when the campaign
stretches out and truly begins.

Exploring new characters

The controls for Atreus are similar to
those for his father, but his specialization
with the bow and arrow makes him feel
fundamentally different. His combat is
focused on ranged attacks, though he can
still deal melee blows. In addition, his
progression system is less developed com-

pared to the battle-hardened Kratos’. He
doesn’t have access to as many skills or
mod tokens.

These details make Ragnarok cohesive
despite Santa Monica Studios playing with
so many themes and characters. Com-
pared to that of the previous entry, this
campaign has a bigger cast, including
Odin (Richard Schiff), who’s charismat-
ically played like a caring mob boss with
the Aesir run like the Mafia. The All-Fa-
ther acts more like the Godfather rather
than a demanding tyrant.

Christopher Judge puts in a noteworthy
performance as Kratos. Santa Monica
Studios’ staff should also get praise for
how it amplifies Judge’s slightest expres-
sions into scene-stealing moments. It’s
phenomenal work that elevates the story-
telling as Kratos and Atreus learn to ac-
cept their changing dynamic amid the dire
prophecy of an upcoming war.

More complexity

As for Kratos’ gameplay, Ragnarok
builds on his intense and visceral combat
in the 2018 title. Players now have more
time to play with the Blades of Chaos, and
the progression system rewards players
with mod tokens that amplify new skills.
This not only encourages more explora-
tion of the combat system but is also grat-

ifying.

Santa Monica Studios also introduces a
new weapon, Draupnir, that adds another
more range-focused layer to combat, but
the big focus for Ragnarok is on the gear.
The developers add even more pieces
such as an amulet and relics. Relics add a
perk-like element to combat, but they
have to be recharged, and the amulet
offers buffs and mods to Kratos’ abilities.

Players can spend hours fine-tuning
builds to craft the most effective Kratos,
and they’ll need to if they want to explore
every inch of Ragnarok. Some of the op-
tional fights and trials are tough, and
players will need every advantage they
can get by making sure that their gear
complements their playstyle.

When it comes to the level design, Rag-
narok introduces players to a confined
world but lets them explore a wider realm
later on. It’s a template that echoes the
relationship between Kratos and Atreus
and the pair’s relationship with other
characters.

It’s a brilliant way to weave game de-
sign and accentuates the story that Ragna-
rok is trying to tell. It’s something that
Santa Monica Studios nailed with a sim-
pler, more personal story in 2018 and
adapts well into this broader epic.

Platforms: PlayStation S, PlayStation 4

Online: playstation.com/en-us/god-of-
war
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Plitvice

n Croatia’s rugged interior,

a stone’s throw from the

Bosnian border, hides one

of Europe’s most exotic
hikes: through Plitvice Lakes
National Park. There’s nothing
like this leafy valley of 16 ter-
raced lakes, laced together by
waterfalls and miles of pleasant
lakeside walkways along wooden
planks. That this park’s unique
and stunning beauty isn’t uni-
versally known is yet another
reminder that Europe offers
endless thrills beyond its most
famous sights.

On my first visit, I began at a
viewpoint for a panoramic ori-
entation. Stretching before me
was a European Niagara Falls,
diced and sprinkled over a heavi-
ly forested Grand Canyon. Head-
ing down a steep zigzag path, I
left cars and concrete behind and
entered a lush wonderland — a
pristine world of waterfalls, lakes
and trees, populated with Croa-
tian families at play.

The boardwalk trail carries
visitors across the middle of a
lake for an up-close view of a row
of gurgling waterfalls. I followed
it past Supljara Cave, the location
of a German “Spaghetti West-
ern” filmed here in the 1960s and
still beloved by German tourists.

Continuing along a path lead-
ing to more picturesque cas-
cades, I pondered the strange

Lakes:

juxtaposition of Plitvice’s over-
whelming natural beauty with its
wartime misfortunes. On Easter
Sunday in 1991, the first shots of
Croatia’s war of independence
from Yugoslavia were fired in
this park. The
predominantly

. Serbian Yugoslav
| army occupied
Plitvice and the
surrounding re-
gion until 1995 —
most of the Croa-
tians you’ll meet
here were evac-
uated and lived
near the coast as refugees.

Just a couple decades later,
there’s not a hint of the recent
war and the park is again a pop-
ular tourist destination. On a
busy day, the park welcomes
15,000 hikers — mostly Croatians
and other Europeans, plus in-the-
know Americans — seeking Plit-
vice’s charms.

Silent electric boats shuttle
hikers across the park’s biggest
lake. While waiting for the boat, I
chatted with the industrious
grandmas who sell strudel and
wheels of homemade cheese
along the lake. Watching these
humble yet happy Croatians at
worKk, I felt thankful that this
century has brought peace, pros-
perity, freedom and stability to
this corner of Europe.

Rick
Steves

At the far side of the lake,
more boardwalks lead to the
most spectacular stretch of the
trail — a wonderland of sleepy
trout, Monet greenery and frisky
falls. The trout seem to under-
stand that fishing is forbidden —
they’re huge, plentiful and oblivi-
ous to the many visitors. The
park boasts of hosting deer,
wolves, wildcats, lynx, wild boar,

otters and more than 160 species
of birds — but on this visit, apart
from the throngs of trout, I found
only mice.

The park limits the number of
daily visitors, and it’s on most
Croatia bus-tour itineraries — so
it’s wise to book tickets in ad-
vance.

It’s possible to get there by bus
(express buses take 2.5 hours

Croatia’s stunning secret

CameroN HEwiTT/Rick Steves’ Europe

Croatia’s Plitvice National Park is a watery wonderland that few Americans find, but other visitors cherish.

from Zagreb and depart several
times each day in summer), but
is easier by car. Because the park
is so well-organized for an effi-
cient visit, most visitors find that
a few hours to hike the trails is
plenty.

Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) writes Eu-
ropean guidebooks, hosts travel shows on public
TV and radio and organizes European tours. You
can email Rick at rick@ricksteves.com and follow
his blog on Facebhook.

Cherished traditions celebrate chocolate, candlelight and heroics

Planning a trip in the weeks to come? While visiting a
Christmas market might be high on the to-do list, it need
not be the only reason to plan one last road trip in 2022. A
number of cities and towns host events that are closely
intertwined with the festive season. Here are some places
to join local residents in some of their most cherished
holiday traditions.

Nov. 29-Dec. 4: Chocolate festival in
Tiibingen, Germany

A charming town on the Neckar sets the
scene for what’s billed as Germany’s lar-
gest chocolate festival, ChocolART. Pro-
ducers from around the world present the
popular treat in countless forms at around
100 market stands. Workshops, tastings
and a chocolate trail round out the pro-
gram. As night falls, lights will be project-
ed on the facades of the half-timbered
houses. Entry is free. Online: chocolart.de

Dec. 3: Torchlight swim in Bernkastel-Kues, Germany

As evening falls, spectators line the bridge over the
Mosel River to catch sight of more than 100 swimmers
crossing the river while holding their lit torches aloft. The
swimmers set off from the harbor at Kuesen and cover a
distance of over 1,000 meters before reaching their desti-
nation on the opposite bank. Among those monitoring the
swimmers’ progress is St. Nicholas, who watches the
action from a barge. Online: tinyurl.com/326j8jct

Dec. 3-4: St. Nicholas celebrations in Nancy, France

St. Nicholas, a 4th-century bishop known for his mira-
cles and kindness, is the patron saint of many places,
including the French region of Lorraine. On the first
weekend of December each year, the region’s elegant
capital of Nancy celebrates its beloved St. Nicholas in
grand style. Festivities take place in and around the Place

Karen
Bradbury

Stanislas with its festively lit Christmas tree and include
street artist performances, concerts, an ice rink, fun fair
rides and plenty of market stalls. Saturday evening’s
grand parade features floats and characters tied to the
legend of St. Nicholas. Online: tinyurl.com/4xz83yu2

Dec. 9-11: Light show in Epernay, heart of the Cham-
pagne country

Epernay, France, is home to some mighty impressive
real estate, particularly its Avenue de Champagne, lined
by the mansions of some of the world’s foremost produc-
ers of the prestigious beverage. During the three days of
Habits de Lumiére, the swanky street becomes a convivi-
al party zone where illuminations light up the facades of
the elegant buildings, street artists perform and cham-
pagne bars serve countless flutes of bubbly. A vintage car
parade takes place on Sunday. Online: habitsdelumiere.
epernay.fr

Dec. 11: Krampus visit Munich’s Christmas market

With their twisting horns, fierce masks and hairy cos-
tumes, the Krampus are a fearsome sight, particularly to
children who have been naughty in the past year. Each
year, around 400 of the beasts descend from their Alpine
lair to scare young and old visitors to Munich’s Christmas
market. Find them at the Marienplatz between 3 p.m. and
S p.m. Online: tinyurl.com/Sn7wd2jr

Dec. 11-13: Celebrating St Lucia in Sweden

Dec. 13 is celebrated as the feast day of St. Lucia, a
young woman from Sicily who died a martyr at the age of
20. Lucia is particularly revered in Sweden, where short-
ly following her martyrdom in 304 A.D., she was said to
have arrived by ship and distributed food to the needy
during a famine. In churches and town halls throughout
the land, processions are staged in which a girl clad in
white and wearing a headdress of lit candles sings tradi-
tional hymns, accompanied by children dressed in white.

A popular place to see a procession is the Skansen open
air museum in Stockholm. Online: tinyurl.com/yp68pfrw

Lucia is also celebrated in her native town. The Festa di
Santa Lucia in Syracuse, Sicily, starts around 3:30 p.m., as
a statue of the saint is carried from the cathedral on the
island of Ortygia to the mainland, followed by a carriage
and costumed characters holding candles. Exactly one
week later, the procession retraces its steps back to the
cathedral. Online: tinyurl.com/mrykfemp

Dec. 11-12: Recalling a victorious battle in Geneva,
Switzerland

On the night of Dec. 11-12, 1602, the Duke of Savoy’s
soldiers attempted to capture Geneva by scaling the city
walls with long ladders. Following the fierce fighting in
the battle that came to be known as the Escalade, the
people of Geneva repelled the invaders. According to city
lore, one Mére Royaume climbed onto the ramparts and
poured hot soup over the head of one of the soldiers. The
people of Geneva have celebrated their victory ever
since. A procession of torchbearers dressed in period
costume marches through the streets of the old city, stop-
ping now and again to read a proclamation of victory
before reaching St. Peter’s Cathedral. Among the histor-
ical and legendary figures portrayed is Meére Royaume,
armed with her famous pot. Online: tinyurl.com/28eaubnj

Dec. 16: Gouda, Netherlands by candlelight

Gouda, the Dutch city known for its cheese, has a
unique way of welcoming the Christmas tree gifted to it
by its sister city in Norway. For one night in December,
Gouda’s electric lights are switched off and replaced by
thousands of flickering candles, including those lighting
up the spectacular Gothic Town Hall. Live music per-
formed by bands and choruses helps build anticipation
for the main event, the lighting of the Christmas tree at 7
p.m. Online: goudabijkaarslicht.nl



Friday, November 25, 2022

e STARS AND STRIPES °

SRR IRE ]

Pace 21

WEEKEND: TRAVEL

Getting
ready to
set sail

Cruise newhie offers 5
tips for a great voyage

By PATRICK CONNOLLY
Orlando Sentinel

here are many methods for

leisure travel, whether by

plane, train, car, bike, scoot-

er or on foot, but the fanciest
might just be a cruise. I recently set
off on my second cruise, and my first
in more than a decade. As a relative
newcomer to the sailing scene, I got
onto the MSC Meraviglia with wide
eyes and excitement. On the way, I
learned more about the ins and outs of
cruising that may not seem obvious at
first. I quickly figured out that, at least
on my voyage, the buffet is free and
open to everyone and everyone has an
assigned restaurant and seating time.
My travel partner and I wasted no
time figuring out what our drink pack-
age included, or what offerings were
available at the spa. We wandered the
ship counting hot tubs and picking out
a perfect spot to relax by the pool. In
the process, some logistical headaches
also became clear such as getting on
the ship, connecting payment methods
and navigating excursions. For ex-
ample, each passenger has an arrival
time and while it’s OK to show up
early, it might be best to show up dur-
ing your designated embarkation win-
dow. Here are some tips and insights I
gleaned during a three-night trip as a
cruising newbie:

BT e catl]

Kaito Teppanyaki & Sushi Bar is a specialty dining option aboard the MSC Meraviglia.

PATRICK CONNOLLY, ORLANDO SENTINEL/TNS

MSC Meraviglia guests gather by the pool as the sun sets and the ship prepares to sail from Port Canaveral on Oct. 13. Each
passenger has an arrival time and while it’s OK to show up early, it’s best to show up during your designated embarkation window.

Pack smartly

Much like traveling on an airplane, it’s
possible to check a bag or two that can be
dropped off at the terminal and delivered
to your stateroom. However, it’s wise not
to overpack.

Staterooms, even with balcony up-
grades, tend to be small and have limited
closet space. Plan ahead to have casual
outfits for wandering the ship, two or
three pairs of shoes, at least two swimsuits
and one or two formal outfits for dinner.
It’s likely that some days will require
multiple changes of attire.

Don’t forget essentials like sunscreen
and a small bag to take off the ship for
excursions. With that said, don’t pack too
many options or you’ll be dealing with
heavy bags and cramped quarters.

Leave room in your schedule

Every cruise line should offer a daily
planner delivered to staterooms daily.
This is helpful for figuring out both port
information, arrival and departure times

Sometimes you can bundle specialty dining experiences and drink packages together
when booking with a travel agent or direct through a cruise line.

and daily activities on the ship. Is there a
show you’re eager to see? Perhaps an
evening karaoke night worth checking
out? Many cruise lines also offer apps
where you can create a custom itinerary.

It’s also worth looking ahead to learn
more about ports and excursions, which
can be booked through the cruise line for
convenience and the reassurance that
you’ll get back to the ship in time.

Spa experiences and specialty dining
should also be reserved ahead for the best
chances of getting preferred times. But
vacation shouldn’t be stressful or over-
scheduled, so make sure to leave holes in
the day for time by the pool or drinks
while lounging in the sun. Perhaps the
casino or arcade will call your name.

Ideally, the cruise line should make it
easy to plan outings while leaving plenty
of time to relax. Good service and amen-
ities sure help with that.

Upgrade with packages

Whether booking through a travel agent
or direct with a cruise line, you can often
bundle specialty dining experiences and
drink packages so that many costs are
factored in before the trip begins.

There may be a chance to spend money
and support local tourism economies
while in ports, but at sea, there are only so
many options for getting a drink or a bite.
Because of this, it makes sense to upgrade
with a drink or dining bundle. It’s also
wise to be aware of exactly what’s in-
cluded in that package and take full ad-
vantage of it. After paying for something
upfront, it’s a shame to have it go to waste.

Five pina coladas in one afternoon? On a
cruise ship, the world is your oyster.

Be aware of extra costs

When browsing offers and advertise-
ments from cruise lines, some numbers
jump out, making an appeal to those look-
ing for an affordable vacation. “7 nights
from $180” or “from $199 per person” are
some of the offers that pop up.

Those prices don’t factor in government
fees, taxes and port charges, which often
total more than $100. The incentives can
be nice, such as kids sailing for free, free
balcony upgrades or onboard credit. But
going on vacation shouldn’t require sacri-
ficing luxuries, ideally, and the extras can
add up. Be sure to factor in what the grand
total might be before getting baited by
advertisements that seem almost too good
to be true.

Pack some cash for tips, though some
cruise lines include a service charge on
bar bills. It’s generally a good idea to pre-
pay for most packages and excursions
ahead of time so that finances aren’t a
worry during the trip — your total cost is
already mostly behind you.

Take advantage of the amenities

On embarkation day, it’s a good idea to
walk around the ship and get a sense for
the amenities. Until boarding one of these
modern-day floating behemoths, it’s hard
to fathom that a ship can contain a roller
coaster, waterslides, go-karts, wind tunnel
sky diving, zip lines and a surf simulator
(not necessarily all on one ship).

Those all exist but are potentially more
extreme examples. Even without seeking
the most extreme amenities, many ships
have plenty of shops, shows, restaurants,
casinos, arcades, pools and bars to ex-
plore.

Depending on the length of the cruise
and the number of ports, you’ll be spend-
ing a decent amount of time on the ship.
Time spent relaxing in the stateroom or by
the pool can be nice, but take advantage of
everything these luxury liners have to
offer.

When pulling into port at the end of
your journey, it might also make sense to
stay on the ship until others have dis-
embarked.

If you’re not in a hurry, soak up a little
more time on one of these megaships and
savor every minute of the experience.
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PHoTos By ALisoN BATH/Stars and Stripes

Rome’s Palazzo Bonaparte is hosting an exhibition of 50 of Vincent Van Gogh’s paintings. The troubled artist’s work is on loan from the
Kroeller Mueller Museum in Otterlo, Netherlands, through March 26.

Gogh-ing to see some art

50 of artist’s works on display at Palazzo Bonaparte in Rome

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

utch post-Impression-

ist painter Vincent

Van Gogh is best-

known for works like
“The Starry Night” or “Sunflow-
ers,” but those dramatic, colorful
paintings are only part of the
troubled artist’s legacy.

A special exhibit at Rome’s
Palazzo Bonaparte completes the
picture with S0 paintings that
span the body of his work, from
an early focus on the toil of the
laborers and farmworkers of his
native Netherlands to the gaiety
of Paris, stays in a French psy-
chiatric hospital and a lauded
self-portrait.

One of the world’s best-known
artists, Van Gogh received little
recognition for his work during
his lifetime, ultimately selling
only one painting during his
short but prolific career.

Over about 10 years, he pro-
duced more than 850 paintings
and nearly 1,300 works on paper
until his death by suicide at 37 in
1890, according to the Van Gogh
Museum in Amsterdam.

A visit to the Bonaparte exhibi-
tion is an easy day trip by train
from Naples’ central or Afragola
stations. You can see the exhibit
in a couple of hours and have
plenty of time for lunch, shop-
ping or sights and an aperitivo.

After a major renovation, Bo-
naparte opened as a cultural hall
in October hosting Van Gogh’s
works as its first exhibit, accord-
ing to the palace’s website.

Inside, visitors will find the
exhibit divided into two galleries,
the first detailing Van Gogh’s
early works from about 1881. It is
in this portion that viewers learn
about the artist’s focus on the
lives of working-class people,
revealed in stark realism.

Among the early Van Gogh works showing at Palazzo Bonaparte in
Rome is “Still Life with Straw Hat.”

The paintings and drawings
lack the bold use of bright color
found in Van Gogh’s later works.
Instead, the artist uses darker
tones to convey the hardship,
worries and exhaustion of his
subjects.

Among the more recognized
paintings is “The Potato Eaters,”
which depicts a peasant family at
dinner. Visitors also will see
“Still Life with Straw Hat,”
“Weaver” and Van Gogh'’s self-
portrait painted in 1887, accord-
ing to the exhibit.

With the accompanying audio,
timelines, video and other multi-
media in Italian and English, this
first portion of the exhibit tells
the story of Van Gogh’s decision
to become an artist at age 27 and
his early influences and focus.

One floor up, viewers can learn
about Van Gogh’s study of color,
his trips to and life in France and
his struggles with mental illness.
The artist’s focus on farmwork-
ers and the land is evident in
several works, including “The
Sower.” Climate activists staging
arecent protest threw soup on
the painting, but it was not dam-
aged.

This portion of the exhibit also
includes several works created
while Van Gogh was hospitalized
with mental health issues from
1889 to 1890. Among them are
“The Ravine” and “Pine Trees at
Sunset,” which are striking in
their use of color and hint at Van
Gogh’s melancholia. Aside from
Van Gogh’s honest, raw depic-
tions of peasants, these are
among some of the exhibit’s most

On the QT

Address: Piazza Venezia, 5,
Rome. Just over an hour from
Naples by train

Cost: 21 euros online for adults,
including an audio guide. Re-
duced rates are offered for chil-
dren, senior citizens and students
up to age 26. Tickets can be
purchased at the palace for about
1.50 euros less, but there is the
risk the exhibit will be sold out.
While the museum offers a down-
loadable audio guide for use with
a smartphone, cell service inside
is spotty. Take the handheld
audio guide.

Food: For some of Rome's best
cacio e pepe, try Roscioli Sal-
umeria Con Cucina at Via dei
Giubbonari, 21. It's near Rome’s
lively Campo de’ Fiori, just a
10-minute walk from the exhibit.
Hours: 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Monday-
Friday; 9 a.m.-9p.m., Saturday-
Sunday

Information: Online: mostrepalaz-
zobonaparte.it

Alison Bath

Van Gogh’s “The Sower” is also on display at Palazzo Bonaparte’s
exhibition of the artist’s work in Rome. Protesters recently threw

soup on it to protest climate change.

mesmerizing, revealing paint-
ings.

The exhibit ends with “At
Eternity’s Gate,” the artist’s
depiction of a sorrowful old man
painted in 1890 when he was
recovering from a deep depres-
sion.

Not long afterward, the pain-
ter, worried about his financial
future and unable to overcome
his mental illness, walked into a
wheat field on the northwestern
outskirts of Paris and shot him-
self in the chest, according to his
biography at the Van Gogh Mu-
seum. He died two days later, on
July 29, 1890.

With its comprehensiveness,
the exhibit reveals the purpose
and perspective of Van Gogh’s
work, broadening visitors’ famil-
iarity with his repertoire and the
degree to which it serves as a
visible representation of the

This early work of “At Eternity’s
Gate” is included in the
exhibition. A later painting of the
same subject is among the final
paintings shown.

tormented mind hidden from
view.

On loan from the Kroeller
Mueller Museum in the Dutch
city of Otterlo, the exhibit is
showing through March 26.

bath.alison@stripes.com
Twitter: @alisonbath_
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Inexpensive Thai eatery
hits or misses the spot

Variable food quality makes dining dicey, albeit cheap, in Gruenstadt

By JENNIFER H. SvaN
Stars and Stripes
ometimes I like to get out
of Kaiserslautern to try
restaurants a bit farther
afield. I pull up Trip-

advisor and start searching for a
culinary gem within short driv-
ing distance of the city.

That’s how I found Thai Cor-
ner in Gruenstadt, a town of
about 13,000 some 30 minutes by
car northeast of Kaiserslautern.
Just off the autobahn and near
the German Wine Route, Gruen-
stadt links up with numerous
hiking and biking trails through
the picturesque Pfalz wine re-
gion.

I wouldn’t call Thai Corner a
culinary gem, but it’s convenient
before or after an outdoor ex-
cursion in Gruenstadt. The por-
tions are plentiful and the prices
are reasonable, especially the
daily lunch special for under $6.

But it isn’t authentic-tasting
Thai cuisine. On a recent lunch
outing, I found the food hit-or-
miss.

First the hits, starting with the
tom yam gung, or shrimp soup
with fresh lemongrass and mush-
rooms. The waitress warned me
it was spicy, but I'd say the brow-
nish-red broth was German
“hot,” hence something I could
handle.

The appetizer plate, which
included fried chicken pieces,
vegetable tempura and spring
rolls with a sweet chili dipping

sauce, didn’t knock my socks off
but was satisfactory.

I ordered the pad thai, since it
was the daily special, and was
excited to try one of my favorite
Thai dishes. Now picture a bland
pile of noodles with vegetables
and a couple of peanuts.

It tasted fresh but flavorless, a
frustrating combination. I also
decided to try the green curry
with coconut milk and tofu. This
had flavor but not one I recog-
nized or enjoyed.

The lackluster main courses
surprised me, given some of Thai
Corner’s glowing ratings online.
Tripadvisor ranked it No. 2 of 27
restaurants in Gruenstadt, with
reviewers heaping such praise as
“some of the best Thai food I
have ever eaten in Europe.”

I’ve had better Thai from an
imbiss, which is a snack stand or
restaurant for a quick meal.
Khao Lak in Mehlingen is decent.
The imbiss has a few tables and
does takeout.

I will say the restaurant had
better ambiance than an imbiss.
It was cozy and you can watch
the chef cooking in an open Kitch-
en area, like you would in some-
one’s home.

And the restaurant also has an
extensive list of wine offerings,
including local white and red
wines, rose and secco. I was
driving, so I enjoyed a warm pot
of jasmine tea.

If I'm ever in Gruenstadt again
and nothing else piques my in-

PHotos By JENNIFER H. Svan/Stars and Stripes

AFTER :
HOURS
o GERMANY An appetizer plate at Thai Corner in Gruenstadt, Germany, includes

spring rolls, fried chicken pieces and vegetable tempura.

Thai Corner

Address: Hauptstrasse 109, Gruen-
stadt, Germany

Hours: Monday to Thursday, 11
a.m.-10 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 11
a.m.-11 p.m. Closed on Sundays and
German holidays.

Prices: Variable lunch specials, 5.90
euros. Appetizers and soup start at
3.90 euros. Main courses range from
about 7.90 euros to 17.90 euros.
Information: Phone: 063-59-923994
Online: thaicorner-gruenstadt.de

Jennifer H. Svan

terest, I might consider going
back to Thai Corner for some
wine with appetizers, the shrimp
soup and wasabi ice cream. The
ice cream received a good review
but I forgot to order it.

And it’s possible that on anoth-
er day, a different daily special
might be tastier, such as Mon-
day’s chicken meatballs with
sweet potatoes and red curry or
Thursday’s pork dish in spicy
peanut sauce.

The restaurant also sells a
variety of Thai spices and sauces,
so you could stock up and try
making a more flavorful pad thai
at home.

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @stripesktown

The shrimp soup has a medium-spicy broth and plenty of mushrooms.

The pad thai was a bargain for under $6, but didn’t have much flavor.

Turkey stock an easy, economical way to use up the bird

Katie WoRKMAN/AP

Broth is strained from vegetables and
turkey parts for turkey stock.

By KaTiE WORKMAN
Associated Press

Making turkey stock is a great way to
use what you have on hand post-Thanks-
giving. It's easy and economical: Almost
all leftover parts of the bird can be put to
use, including the bones, the skin and
small bits of meat attached to the carcass.

Just place them into a large soup pot
with a generous amount of water. Add
some basic vegetables and simmer away
for at least an hour. Skim, strain and you
have stock.

The longer you simmer it, the more the
stock reduces, becoming deeper and rich-
er in flavor and slightly darker in color.

Anything but the giblets and the liver

can be added to the pot. It's a less wasteful,

more respectful way to enjoy meat. And
these days, with inflation, we are all trying
to stretch our food-buying dollars.
Homemade stock will improve any
soup, sauce and dish you use it in.
The vegetables used in stock can be as
simple as onions, carrots and celery,

maybe some fresh herbs. Or you can add a
broader range of vegetables.

Steer away from distinctively flavored
vegetables like broccoli, asparagus, Brus-
sels sprouts or mushrooms, unless you are
prepared for a potently flavored broth.

Turkey Stock

Ingredients

Bones, leftover bits of meat, scraps and
skin from 1 roasted turkey

6 carrots, scrubbed and cut into 1-inch
pieces

8 celery stalks, cut into 1-inch pieces

1 large onion, unpeeled and quartered

2 bay leaves

1 cup dry white wine (optional)

1 tablespoon whole black peppercorns

1teaspoon kosher salt, or to taste

S quarts cold water

Directions

Place the turkey bones and all scraps
into a large stockpot, big enough to hold
them with some room to spare. Add the
carrots, celery, onion, bay leaves, white

wine (if using), peppercorns, salt and
water into the pot. The water should cover
the bones, or almost cover them, but it
should be at least an inch below the top of
the rim of the pot. Bring the water to a
simmer over high heat, then reduce it
immediately and keep the liquid gently
simmering. Simmer for 1 to 2 hours, de-
pending on how intense you want the stock
to be. Press the bones down into the stock
as it reduces, but it’s OK if the liquid low-
ers below the top of the turkey bones. Use
a spoon to skim off any foam that rises to
the top as the stock simmers.

Strain the stock through a colander or
fine mesh sieve and discard the solids.
Cool the stock, then place it in the fridge,
either in a large pot or in quart containers.
When the stock is chilled, scrape most or
all of the fat from the top. Use as desired
in various recipes. Turkey stock can be
refrigerated for up to four days, or frozen
for up to four months.

Note: If your turkey was brined or heav-
ily salted, you may need less salt.



Pace 24 SRR HIRE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Friday, November 25, 2022

WEEKEND: TRAVEL

Tokyo Gomic Con plots hig return

Major stars scheduled
after 3-year disruption

By KELLY AGEE
Stars and Stripes
et your cosplay costume, cam-
eras and celebrity wish lists
ready; Tokyo Comic Con is
back after a three-year COVID-
19 hiatus.

The convention is taking place Friday
through Sunday at the Makuhari Messe
convention center in Chiba, east of central
Tokyo. An estimated 60,000 to 70,000
people are expected at this year’s conven-
tion, Katsuya Ueyama, a Tokyo Comic Con
spokesperson, said Nov. 15.

The list of celebrity guests this year
includes Jeremy Renner, who plays Haw-
keye in the Avengers movie franchise;
Karen Gillan, Nebula in “Guardians of the
Galaxy”; and Hayden Christensen, who
starred as Anakin Skywalker/Darth Vader
in the “Star Wars” prequels. Tokyo Comic
Con continues to announce celebrity
guests on its Facebook page.

Staff Sgt. Yair Rubinov, 30, of Palm
Coast, Fla., assigned to the 374th Logistics
Readiness Squadron at Yokota Air Base, is
gearing up for his first Tokyo Comic Con.

“I am going to Comic Con because I
have always been into that type of stuff,”
he told Stars and Stripes on Oct. 25. “It’s
cool to see the characters come to life and
to meet some of the voice actors.”

Rubinov said he will be cosplaying as
someone from either X-Men or Pokemon.

“I am looking forward to dressing up
with my friends and finally getting a
chance to attend a comic con,” he said.

This year the event is more focused on
TV stars than movie stars.

“I think this is going to be the trend,”
the president of Tokyo Comic Con, Mit-
suaki Munegumi, told Stars and Stripes
during a Zoom call Oct. 20. “I think TV
stars will be drawing more and more peo-
ple.”

Joseph Quinn and Jamie Campbell
Bower, who portrayed the characters
Eddie Munson and Vecna, respectively, on
the Netflix show “Stranger Things,” are
scheduled to attend this year, Munegumi
said.

General admission tickets per day are
4,400 yen, or about $32, for adults and
2,500 yen for high school students. Admis-
sion to celebrity panel discussions is free
but there’s a charge for autographs and
photographs. Tickets are for sale on the
official website.

Tokyo Comic Con this year will stretch
across five halls inside the center, making
it 1.5 times bigger than the last convention
in 2019, Munegumi said.

For gearheads, 30 cars and motorcycles,
including Batmobiles from different “Bat-
man” movies, and motorcycles from “Ter-
minator” films and from “Indiana Jones
and the Last Crusade” will be on display,
Munegumi said.

Comic Con started out in 1970 as the
Golden State Comic Book Convention
organized by comic book enthusiast Shel
Dorf and a group of San Diegans, accord-

ing to the Tokyo Comic Con website.

Munegumi staged the progenitor of
Tokyo Comic Con in 1998 when he brought
David Prowse, who portrayed Darth Vad-
er in costume in the original “Star Wars”
trilogy, to the Hollywood Prop Museum in
the Tokyo Tower. (James Earl Jones did
the voice-over that audiences associate
with Vader.)

Prior to Prowse’s appearance, Munegu-
mi had been putting on photo and au-
tograph sessions with celebrities for dec-
ades, he said.

“As one of the fans of movie stars, that’s
why I wanted to do this,” Munegumi said.

Starting in 2000, Munegumi booked
small hotels, ballrooms and other small
convention halls as demand grew for a
bigger venue to hold celebrity signings
and meet-and-greets.

In 2015, Munegumi said he met with
Steve Wozniak, co-founder of Apple, and
Stan Lee, comic book legend and publish-
er of Marvel Comics, at Silicon Valley
Comic Con. Consequently, Munegumi
said, they wondered whether they should
stage a Tokyo Comic Con.

Frontier Enterprise

Celebrities appear during Tokyo Comic Con on Nov. 25, 2019. This year’s guests include stars from Marvel and Star Wars franchises.

On the QT

Directions: About a 12-minute walk from the
east exit of Kaihimmakuhari Station.

Times: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday and Saturday;
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday.

Costs: General admission tickets per day are
4,400 yen, or about $32, for adults and 2,500
yen for high school students. Admission to celeb-
rity panel discussions is free but there’s a charge
for autographs and photographs.

Food: A food court will offer a variety of dishes,
from sushi and ramen to gourmet hot dogs and
steaks.

Information: Online: tokyocomiccon.jp/en

Kelly Agee

Because Wozniak wanted to make Com-
ic Con a truly global festival, he decided to
work with Munegumi to hold the conven-
tion in Tokyo. “If that is the case, Japan
must be involved,” Munegumi quoted
Wozniak as saying.

The first Tokyo Comic Con opened its
doors in December 2016 at the Makuhari
Messe. And the rest is history.

agee.kelly@stripes.com
Twitter: @KellyA_Stripes
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Finding their niche

Some Japanese hotels catering to guests’ special interests

Japan News

Hotels that cater to guests’ preferences
and interests, such as pets, cycling, mo-
vies or books, have been popping up one
after another. Businesses are trying hard
to set themselves apart from their rivals
with original ideas, hoping to improve a
declining occupancy rate amid the coro-
navirus pandemic.

A hotel called inumo Shibakoen that
opened in February in Tokyo’s Minato
Ward has an 80-square-meter dog park in
its basement, which is furnished with
subtle-colored walls and a soft, com-
fortable floor. The hotel also has a trim-
ming salon and a kennel.

Inumo has 70 guest rooms. The rate
per night is about 50,000 yen, which in-
cludes an “accommodation fee” for the
guest’s dog. Up to two dogs can stay in a
room.

Hotels with a large dog park in central
Tokyo are rare, and an inumo spokesper-
son said the number of guests is growing
by word of mouth.

“I enjoyed walking around Tokyo Tow-
er in the morning,” said a 59-year-old
office worker from Hachioji, Tokyo, who
stayed overnight at the hotel.

Hotel occupancy plummeted during the

pandemic. According to the Japan
Tourism Agency, more than 317 million
people stayed at hotels or inns in 2021,
half the number in pre-pandemic 2019.

The rush to build hotels in anticipation
of increasing numbers of foreign visitors
to Japan also spurred price competition.

Hotels specializing in guests’ interests
cropped up amid these circumstances.

In 2020, Hoshino Resorts Inc. opened
BEBS Tsuchiura, a bicyclist-focused re-
sort in Tsuchiura, Ibaraki Prefecture.

The resort is connected directly to JR
Tsuchiura Station and boasts convenient
access to nearby areas. BEBS guests can
enjoy popular cycling routes such as Mt.
Tsukuba and Kasumigaura. They are also
able to bring their bikes into their rooms.
The rate for one room with two occupants
starts at 13,000 yen per night.

Theater 1, located in the village of Hi-
nohara, Tokyo, features a sort of home
movie theater where guests can spend the
night. Surrounded by scenic mountains,
visitors can watch movies on a large 100-
inch screen inside a well-furnished cabin.
The facilities and their unique features
are limited to one group per day.

In December last year, Tokyo-based
business hotel chain Solare Hotels &

Japan News-Yomiuri

Guests play with their pet in the indoor dog park at a Tokyo hotel.

Resorts opened Lamp Light Books Hotel
Fukuoka, a hotel that has its own 24-hour
bookstore, in Fukuoka City.

Guests can check out or buy any book
they like from about 4,000 books in the
store and read them in their rooms. This
is the third bookstore hotel run by the
company, which has also opened facilities
in Nagoya and Sapporo.

“Hotels that cater to guests’ interests

and preferences are more likely to satisfy
them,” said Fumiko Watanabe, an asso-
ciate senior researcher at NLI Research
Institute who is well-versed in the hotel
industry.

These types of hotels are expected to
attract foreign visitors looking for a
unique experience now that COVID-19
border control measures have significant-
ly eased.
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‘Determined
to be part of
the solution’

Pence recounts his experience of the Capitol
riot, looks back on his life in politics in memoir

By JiLL CoLvIN
Associated Press
ormer Vice President
Mike Pence blames
Donald Trump for en-
dangering his family

“and all those serving at the
Capitol” on Jan. 6 in his new
memoir released Nov. 15.

In “So Help Me God,” Pence
recounts, for the first time in his
own words, the Republican for-
mer president’s extraordinary
effort to push him to overturn the
results of the 2020 election and
shares his account of the day
thousands of rioters stormed the
Capitol, with some chanting
“Hang Mike Pence.”

“They had come to protest the
result of the election and to pre-
vent Congress from fulfilling its
responsibility to open and count
the Electoral College votes,”
Pence writes. “And, as I later
learned, many had come looking
for me.”

The book, which traces Pence’s
life in politics — from serving as
youth coordinator for a local
Democratic Party to watching
then-Vice President Al Gore
certify his election loss days after
Pence had been sworn in as a
member of Congress — largely
defends Trump, glossing over
and whitewashing many of his
most contentious episodes.

“I had always been loyal to
President Donald Trump,” the
book begins. But Pence, who
spent years refusing to publicly
criticize his old boss, makes clear
that Jan. 6, 2021, was a breaking
point in which, he writes,
Trump’s “reckless words had
endangered my family and all
those serving at the Capitol.”

“For four years, we had a close
working relationship. It did not
end well,” Pence writes, sum-
ming up their time in the White
House. Still, he adds, “we parted
amicably when our service to the
nation drew to a close. In the
months that followed, we spoke
from time to time, but when the
president returned to the rheto-
ric that he was using before that
tragic day and began to publicly
criticize those of us who defend-
ed the Constitution, I decided it
would be best to go our separate
ways.”

The book comes as Pence
appears increasingly likely to run
for president in 2024, a move that
would put him in direct conflict
with Trump, who formally
launched his own reelection
campaign in Florida on Nov. 15.

Pence, who in the book never
directly states that Democrat Joe
Biden won fairly, writes that
when Trump first suggested
holding a rally in Washington on
Jan. 6, the day Pence was set to
preside over the election’s certifi-
cation, he thought it was a good
idea.

“My first thought was that a
rally that day might be useful as
a way to call even more attention
to the proceedings on the floor of
the House and Senate,” he
writes.

Instead, Pence describes sit-
ting in the Senate chamber and
presiding over the certification
when the Senate parliamentarian
leaned over to inform him that
rioters had breached the building
and a member of his Secret Ser-
vice detail rushed over to insist
they leave. Pence refused to
vacate the building and was
instead ushered to a Senate load-
ing dock, where he spent hours,
surrounded by staff and family
members, making calls to mil-
itary and congressional leaders
to coordinate the government’s
response, as the president — who
never bothered to check in on
Pence’s safety — sat cloistered,
watching TV.

“All around was a blur of mo-
tion and chaos: security and
police officers directing people to
safety, staffers shouting and
running for shelter. I could see
the intensity in the eyes of the
Secret Service detail; it was aud-
ible, too, in the voices of the Capi-
tol Police. I could hear the fall of
footsteps and angry chanting,”
Pence writes. Still, Pence insists
he was “not afraid,” only angry at
what was unfolding.

At 2:24 p.m., as Pence re-
mained in hiding, Trump fired
off that infamous tweet saying
Pence “didn’t have the courage
to do what should have been
done to protect our Country and
our Constitution.”

“I just shook my head,” Pence
said he responded. “The truth

Mec KINNARD/AP

Former Vice President Mike Pence gives a national security lecture Oct. 18 at Wofford College in
Spartanburg, S.C. Pence blames former President Donald Trump for endangering his family “and all those
serving at the Capitol” on Jan. 6 in his new memoir, released Nov. 15.

was, as reckless as the presi-
dent’s tweet was, I really didn’t
have time for it. Rioters were
ransacking the Capitol. ... The
president had decided to be part
of the problem. I was determined
to be part of the solution. I ig-
nored the tweet and got back to
work.”

Pence also describes Trump’s
campaign to pressure him to
reject the results of the election
by rejecting Electoral College
votes or sending them back to the
states, even though the Constitu-
tion makes clear that the vice
president’s role is purely cere-
monial.

During one lunch on Nov. 16,
2020, Pence said he told Trump
that “if the legal challenges came
up short and if he was unwilling
to concede, he could simply ac-
cept the results of the elections,
move forward with the transition,
and start a political comeback,

So Help Me God

*

M |

PLENCE

winning the Senate runoffs in
Georgia, the governor’s race in
Virginia in 2021, and the House
and Senate in 2022.”

“That accomplished, I said, he
could run for president in 2024
and win,” Pence writes. “He
seemed unmoved, even weary, at
the prospect.”

“’T don’t know, 2024 is so far
off,”” Pence writes that Trump
told him “before returning to the
status of election challenges in
various states.”

At another lunch, Pence said
he encouraged Trump “not to
look at the election ‘as a loss —
just an intermission’ and said if
he “still came up short” after
exhausting every legal option,
Trump should “take a bow” and
later run again.

“He nodded, pointed at me as
if to say, ‘That’s worth consider-
ing,” and walked into the back
hallway,” Pence writes. “I will

always wish he had.”

But as the lawsuits Trump’s
legal team was pushing contin-
ued to fail, Pence writes that
Trump’s mood darkened and he
became increasingly irate. Pence
says Trump berated him, telling
him, “You’re too honest,” and
predicting that “hundreds of
thousands are gonna hate your
guts” and “people are gonna
think you’re stupid.”

“As the days wore on, it was
becoming clear that there would
be a real cost to me politically
when I presided over the certifi-
cation of the 2020 election,”
Pence writes. “I always knew
that I did not possess the author-
ity to overturn the election. I
knew it would be hurtful to my
friend for me to participate in the
certification. But my duty was
clear.”

After the Capitol was cleared
of the rioters, Congress recon-
vened and Pence presided over
the certification of his and
Trump’s loss. For several days
the two men did not speak. But
when they finally met, five days
later, Pence said they spent more
than 90 minutes together, alone.

“I told him that I had prayed
for him for the past four-and-a
-half years, and I encouraged
him to pray,” Pence said he told
Trump. ““‘Jesus can help you
through this,’ I said. ‘Call on
Him.’ He didn’t say anything.”

“With genuine sadness in his
voice, the president then mused,
‘What if we hadn’t had the rally?
What if they hadn’t gone to the
Capitol?”’ Then he said, ‘It’s too
terrible to end like this.””
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MarT Licari, INvision/AP
Harry Bliss, left, and Steve Martin pose for a portrait to promote their book, “Number One Is Walking,” on Nov. 3 in New York.

From the mind of Steve Martin

The performer teams up with cartoonist Bliss on another book, ‘Number One Is Walking’

By HiLLEL ITALIE
Associated Press
teve Martin has this funny theory
about artists and careers, spelled
out with comic timing.

“You kind of can always tell if
someone hits a wall by their haircut,” he
says.

Pause.

“And I'll explain what I mean.”

Pause.

“Like if someone was doing really, real-
ly well in the ’70s, they keep their ’70s
haircut. If they did well in the ’80s, if they
keep their ’80s haircut. If they’re moving
along, their haircut changes.”

Pause.

“Now, I’ve had the same haircut forev-
er.”

And there goes the theory.

If Martin’s parted white hair — its evo-
lution more a matter of age than of style —
reflected his creative choices, it would
have been an ongoing fashion show. Few
contemporary writer-performers have
succeeded in so many art forms: stand-up
comedy, movie acting, television acting,
playwriting, novel writing, with time made
throughout for banjo playing.

His passions now include cartoon cap-
tions, honed through a collaboration with
the New Yorker cartoonist Harry Bliss,
brought together at the recommendation
of mutual friend and New Yorker art edi-
tor Francoise Mouly.

“She calls me and says that she was
having dinner with Steve Martin and he
had some cartoon ideas and was I interest-
ed in drawing a couple of them up,” Bliss
said. “We started emailing back and forth
and he sent me a couple of ideas — one I
remember was about a dog panhandling.
And we both kind of laughed. There was
that initial spark. It was fun.”

Martin and Bliss spoke recently during
an afternoon interview in midtown Man-

hattan, across the street from the New
York Public Library’s main branch.
Friendly for the past few years — “five
years ago” was Martin’s favorite response
when asked for any kind of timeline —
they have formed a professional kinship
built upon Martin’s words, Bliss’ images
and a shared love for the satire and well-
populated illustrations of Mad magazine.

They first worked together on the best-
selling “A Wealth of Pigeons,” published
in 2020, and now have completed “Num-
ber One Is Walking.”

The title is the premise for the kind of
Hollywood joke Martin has mastered. The
words refer to a given actor’s status on set
(at least some sets): “Number one is walk-
ing,” an assistant director might say to let
others know of the lead actor’s wherea-
bouts. Martin was “Number One” in “The
Jerk,” “Bowfinger,” “Bringing Down the
House” and others, only to be knocked
back when he co-starred with Meryl
Streep and Alec Baldwin in “It’s Compli-
cated.”

“Number three is walking,” he heard.

Bliss says his greatest challenge for the
book was to “put the fan away, and just
listen to Steve tell the story.” The first half
of “Number One Is Walking” is a meta-
movie scrapbook, with Bliss’ sketches
accompanying Martin’s memories of his
film career and illustrating the making of
the book.

A strip might begin with Bliss asking
Martin about a specific project, such as
“Roxanne,” or making light of which of
the two is more famous.

Martin shares memories of such late
friends as Carl Reiner, Charles Grodin
and Robin Williams. He offers a vivid
account of meeting Mike Nichols, the
original director for “The Jerk” (Reiner
ended up with the job) and later his direc-
tor when Martin and Williams starred in a
1988 stage production of “Waiting for

Godot.” Nichols, Martin explained during
the interview, was always the wittiest man
in any gathering, “the Mike Nichols in the
room, the number one wit.”

The book’s second half continues the
kind of riffs Martin and Bliss created for
“A Wealth of Pigeons.” A given cartoon
might begin with Martin emailing a funny
caption — sometimes in the middle of the
night — and Bliss devising the image to go
with it.

For Bliss, the blessing and occasional
burden of Martin’s captions is that they
originate from the mind of, well, Steve
Martin: “Why Euclid had no friends,” or
“Various entrances to the gates of hell,” or
“The Evolved Bee.”

“There was a time when I actually
thought, ‘Why can’t Steve do a simple
(caption)?”” Bliss said.

“You didn’t like when I sent you an idea
for 10,000 penguins coming down the
Arctic slope,” Martin said, adding that
even as he felt guilty for some of his ideas,
he believed that suggesting the seemingly
impossible brought out “Harry at his
best.”

“That’s when you kill,” Martin said.

The pair may well work together again,
although neither is ready to announce
future plans. Bliss has a day job at The
New Yorker and is otherwise happy to
remain a cartoonist, and only a cartoonist.

“I am not that ambitious,” he said. “I
really have no desire to do much else.”

“I read a book in college called ‘The
Psychoanalytics of Art,”” Martin observed.
“It talked Picasso, who was constantly
changing, constantly developing a new
thing, and Chagall, who painted essentially
the same things his whole life. It’s just a
different style.

“I don’t have this restless thing, (where
I’'m thinking) ‘I’ve got to keep changing,”
he added. “I don’t plan ahead. it just sort
of happens.”

Meta-movie
scrapbook
funny, but
lacks depth

By DoucLass K. DANIEL
Associated Press

Between the covers of the surprisingly
thin memoir “Number One Is Walking:
My Life in the Movies and Other Diver-
sions” are truffles of humor from comedi-
an Steve Martin’s movie career, illustrated
by cartoonist Harry Bliss. The book is a
sweet and smooth treat, but ultimately
unsatisfying.

It is a tempting concept: Martin revisits
his first starring role, in “The Jerk” (1979),
and the more than 40 movies that fol-
lowed. But his choice to offer anecdotes on
only a dozen of them and skip the rest is
disappointing.

Instead of providing a charming twist on
the standard memoir, Bliss’ drawings
come off as padding. More than half the
pages are his one-frame cartoons, the
“other di-
versions”
promised in
the title. At
least they’re
amusing
: enough to
Westin accomplish
» their mission.
m‘ﬁ* Indeed,

some of the

funnier mo-

ments in Mar-

tin’s memoir come from other people. His
mother once called to tell him: “Some
friends of ours went to the movies last
weekend and they couldn’t get in any-
where, so they went to see yours, and they
loved it!” The director Mike Nichols
summed up Martin’s movie career in
saying, “You always aim high at some-
thing low.” Actor Michael Caine learned
early on who was making the real money
in Hollywood: Actors decorated their
homes with pictures of themselves; on
producers’ walls were Van Goghs and
Monets.

That’s right — “Number One Is Walk-
ing” doesn’t lack humor, insight or Mar-
tin’s ironic take on life, but it does lack
depth. He comes closest when he writes:
“I made more than 40 movies, barely
pausing to breathe, and here’s why: I be-
lieved I had to make 40 to get five good
ones.”

Revisiting, even briefly, a personal and
popular triumph like “Roxanne” (1987) is
welcome. So might have been Martin’s
thoughts on the risky musical “Pennies
from Heaven” (1981). Fans might wonder
why Martin made the bland “Pink Pan-
ther” and “Cheaper by the Dozen” films in
the 2000s instead of writing more edgy
original scripts like the one for the un-
derrated comedy “Bowfinger” (1999).
Easy to say, but hard to do? Tell us more.

If someone with a sense of the ironic set
out to write a blurb, he might say: “Read-
ing ‘Number One is Walking’ was the
funniest 35 minutes of my life this week. I
wish it had been 45.”

JI:J!
-._\Iirf'e"
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2023 Grammy
nominations:

Snubs,

shocks

From Mary to Morgan, February’'s awards
ceremony will bring its share of surprises

By AuGcustT BROWN,
Suzy ExposiTo
AND KENAN DRAUGHORNE
Los Angeles Times
t April’s Grammy
Awards in Las Vegas,
the big winner was Jon
Batiste, a jazz-funk
bandleader with a plum TV gig
and critical acclaim but almost
zero chart presence prior to the
ceremony.

On Feb. §, 2023, it will be mu-
sic’s reigning A-listers vying for
the top trophies.

Superstars Beyoncé, Kendrick
Lamar, Harry Styles, Adele and
Lizzo were all nominated for
album, song and record of the
year for the 65th Grammy
Awards, as announced Nov. 15 by
the Recording Academy. Long-
standing Grammy favorites Mary
J. Blige (a nine-time winner and
37-time nominee) and Brandi
Carlile (six wins, 24 nominations)
were both nominated for record
and album of the year, and 2022’s
top-selling artist, Bad Bunny,
received an album of the year
nomination. Even Taylor Swift,
whose “Midnights” isn’t eligible
until next cycle, grabbed a song
of the year nomination for her
10-minute rerecording of “All
Too Well.” Ratings for televised
awards shows may be at an all-
time low, but with a night filled
by performances from some of
pop music’s biggest draws, exec-
utives at the Recording Academy
and its network TV partner CBS
have reason for optimism.

While Beyoncé and Adele were
expected to lead the pack, there
are a handful of notable surprises
and a few pointed snubs. Here
are some that caught our eye:

1. No more drama; many

more nominations

R&B great Mary J. Blige has
enjoyed a long and storied ca-
reer, and the Grammys have
rewarded her with nine trophies,
from her first in 1996 to her most
recent in 2009. But her six nomi-
nations this year will likely catch
even hardcore Mary fans off-
guard. Album of the year nomi-
nee “Good Morning Gorgeous”
was an exemplary addition to her

(

EvaN AcosTIN/AP

Morgan Wallen, shown Nov. 9, is
back on tour, but Grammy voters
are less forgiving than fans.

discography, but it peaked at No.
14 on the Billboard 200. The title
track, up for record of the year,
topped out at No. 83 on the Hot
100. But they clearly struck a
nerve with Grammy voters, who
perhaps rekindled their affection
for the queen of hip-hop soul
after her performance alongside
Dr. Dre, Snoop Dogg, Eminem
and Kendrick Lamar at the Su-
per Bowl halftime show in Feb-
ruary. Blige is also nominated in
four R&B categories.

2. The “Only Thing That’s
Gone” is Morgan Wallen’s
shot at a Grammy

After a year in which more
than one superstar torched their
reputation with conspiracy theo-
ries and racist remarks, the Rec-
ording Academy is probably
grateful they don’t have a Mor-
gan Wallen problem to deal with.
The country star’s “Dangerous:
The Double Album” spent 10
weeks atop the Billboard 200, but
Wallen was shut out this year at
the Grammys, a likely byproduct
of the viral video that caught
Wallen using the N-word. He’s
back to selling out arenas on tour,
but Grammy voters weren’t as
ready to welcome him back.

3. Bluegrass, jazz,
Brazilian pop and a
35-year-old rap newbie

In recent years, the new artist
category heralded the arrival of a
new superstar: Olivia Rodrigo,
Megan Thee Stallion, Billie Eilish
and Dua Lipa were past winners.
This year, however, the category

CHRis P1zzeLLo/AP

Mary J. Blige, shown performing at the BET Awards on June 26 in Los Angeles, has six Grammy nomi-
nations this year, including record and album of the year. Blige is a nine-time winner and 37-time nominee.

R Bl

SAMANTHA MuLAT

Molly Tuttle is in a diverse best
new artist category.

is all over the map and full of
still-emerging acts. Bluegrass
singer-songwriter Molly Tuttle,
hipster jazz duo Domi and JD
Beck and old-school jazz vocalist
Samara Joy all revel in pyrotech-
nic musicality. The field is as
eclectic as it is wide-open:
There’s Brazilian musica urbana
(Anitta); winsome Latin indie
(Omar Apollo); Italian glam rock
(Maneskin); droll U.K. indie-rock
(Wet Leg); sassy Atlanta rap
(Latto); and arresting R&B (Mu-
ni Long). Meanwhile, 35-year-old
Houston rapper and actor Tobe
Nwigwe has already released 11
() albums prior to his new artist
nod. No one stands out as the
obvious frontrunner, which
should make for a lively contest.

CHARLES SYKES/AP

Nicki Minaj, shown Aug. 28,
failed to get her songs nominated
in her preferred categories.

4. Cry havoc and let slip

the Barbz of war

Nicki Minaj raps from start to
finish on her No. 1 hit “Super
Freaky Girl,” but the Recording
Academy decided its sample of
Rick James’ “Super Freak” made
it bubbly enough to compete in
the pop category instead. The
news didn’t sit well with Minaj,
but she tweeted she would accept
it on one condition: If Latto’s
smash single “Big Energy” was
moved into pop as well. Minaj
struck out on both fronts: She
failed to garner a single nomi-
nation, and “Big Energy” re-
ceived a nomination for melodic
rap performance.

MAaRTIN MEISSNER/AP
Taylor Swift, shown Nov. 13, is
not Grammy-eligible yet for her
“Midnights” album, but she man-
aged to snag other nominations.

5. s her, hi, she’s the

country nominee

In the 1S years that followed
her country music debut, Swift
has fully metamorphosed from
Nashville darling into indubitable
Queen of Pop. Although Swift
never quite formalized a depar-
ture from country music, the
electro-pop edges of her 2012
masterpiece, “Red,” foresha-
dowed her eventual mainstream

ScoTT GARFITT/AP
Brendan Yates, shown Aug. 19,

and his hardcore band Turnstile
have three nominations.

foray; and the singer-songwrit-
er’s 2021 rerecording of this
critical chapter planted her firm-
ly back into the country soil that
raised her.

As a prelude to next year’s
expected dominance of the top
categories, Swift received three
nominations on Tuesday: Her
10-minute redo of 2012’s “All Too
Well” is up for song of the year;
“Carolina,” her rootsy number
for the film “Where the Craw-
dads Sing” is nominated for song
written for visual media; and her
duet with Chris Stapleton, the
once-vaulted ballad “I Bet You
Think About Me,” is in the run-
ning for country song.

6. The first Grammy
circle pit?

It’s not every year a hardcore
band gets a shot at a Grammy,
but thanks to the eccentric dazzle
of their 2021 LP “Glow On,”
Baltimore’s Turnstile get three:
They are nominated for rock
song, rock performance and
metal performance. The five-
piece will have to contend
against industry vets like Ozzy
Osbourne, the Black Keys and
the Red Hot Chili Peppers — as
well as some eyebrow-raising
wild cards, like the Grammy-
winning Americana star Brandi
Carlile and Canadian power
balladeer Bryan Adams.
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Warner Records

Neil Young returns to one of his favorite topics, environmentalism, on his latest album, “World Record.”

World Record

Neil Young (Reprise)

Neil Young and his
longtime band Crazy
Horse return to a favorite
topic with “World Rec-
ord,” a double entendre
title for an album that
not-so-subtlety focuses
squarely on the fate of the environment.

This is 76-year-old Neil Young in full-on Earth/
grandfather rocker mode. And while it could have
easily turned into a crotchety rant, “World Record”
is really more of an optimistic exhortation.

“Love Earth/we can bring the seasons back,”
Young sings on “Love Earth,” a gentle romp that
almost feels like it could be sung around a camp-
fire. “Love Earth/can you imagine that?”

The centerpiece of the 10-track collection is the
15-minute “Chevrolet,” a reflection by the noted
gearhead Young about his changing relationship

with the automobile in the face of climate change.

“How will it comfort me/burnin’ all that fuel
again?” he wistfully sings over a heavily distorted
lead guitar and signature Crazy Horse sound.
“Gone is crowded highway/Lost are the roads we
left behind.”

Young has been singing about the fate of our
world for more than half a century in the face of
climate change, global economic forces and envi-
ronmentalism. He sang about mother nature being
on the run in 1970’s “After the Gold Rush,” and in
more recent years his message has become more
urgent, direct and sometimes clumsy — see 2014’s
“The Monsanto Years.”

In an effort to keep things fresh, Young and Cra-
zy Horse recorded “World Record” live in the stu-
dio without any instrumentation in mind. The end
result, co-produced by Rick Rubin, is predictably
esoteric for Young, an artist who revisits common
themes but seemingly never in quite the same way
each time — for better or for worse.

— Scott Bauer/AP

Four

Bill Frisell (Blue Note)

Guitarist Bill Frisell’s
new jazz quartet album is
like a stimulating con-
versation among friends
who swap quick quips and
insights, the shifts in mood
frequent and unpredictable.

The ensemble effort emphasizes inventive in-
terplay and the collective colors created, rather
than solos or flashy riffs.

As longtime fans know, Frisell can play anything
while sounding like no one else. On “Four,” he often
plays a supporting role, generously sharing the
spotlight with Gerald Clayton on piano, Johnathan
Blake on drums and Gregory Tardy on tenor sax,
clarinet and bass clarinet.

There’s no bass, and the album’s foundation in-
stead is simultaneous improvisation as the mu-
sicians build on Frisell’s skeletal compositions and
react to each other measure by measure.

A delightful variety results. Quirky rhythms and
intervals make the happy “Holiday” jittery and
skittery, and “Blues from Before” is equally funny
and fun, while “Always” improbably bridges genres
as a country fugue. “Claude Utley” and “Wise
Woman” sound neoclassical, and sepia tones dis-
tinguish the lyrical “Dear Old Friend (For Alan
Woodard).”

The closing “Dog on a Roof” unfolds slowly, free
of a beat for the first 272 minutes.

The band then settles into a blues and swirls
around a four-note figure, immersed in one final
collaborative triumph.

— Steven Wine/AP

IOTA

Lous and the Yakuza (Columbia Records/Sony Music)
Lous and the Yakuza has peeled back the
pain and drama of her debut autobiographical

album, “Gore,” to reveal a space of love and
playfulness on her follow-up, “IOTA.” The
Congolese-Belgian singer and songwriter does
not describe her music-making process as
therapeutic as some may think; it is just her way of expressing her-
self. She shows how to do just that on her second album.

Her latest endeavor explores a fresh new tone as she delves into
softer themes in her music.

The songstress known to effortlessly weave through trap, R&B and
pop allows her romantic and whimsical side to shine through in “IO-
TA,” giving us a richer picture of the artist set to skyrocket into in-
ternational stardom.

Born Marie-Pierra Kakoma, the captivating performer behind Lous
and the Yakuza has such a strong vision for herself and her music that
she even has her own symbol: two hands being raised to the sky,
which she paints on herself. She hints at the symbol in her opening
song on the album, “Ciel” meaning sky, where she sings about spiritu-
ality with whispery vocals and soothing harmonies.

The album is driven by love. Kakoma longingly sings of her love as
a treasure in the pop song “Trésor” and includes a cinematic ballad
that could play during a montage of a love story in an indie French
film.

Kakoma sets her ode to love in an anime dreamworld. Kakoma is a
longtime anime and manga fan, and she happily talks about her col-
lection on TikTok. For “IOTA,” Kokoma drew inspiration from the
works of anime greats like Studio Ghibli and “Paprika” director Sa-
toshi Kon. The music video for “Monsters,” a song about living with
life’s problems, is her take on “My Neighbour Totoro” and “Spirited
Away.”

Kakoma is not shy about sharing what she has overcome to get to
where she is today.

Kakoma fled war in Congo at age 4 before moving to Belgium and
later dealt with homelessness in her early days as an artist. Now, the
Louis Vuitton muse’s French songs have transcended language on the
music charts with millions of streams.

Kakoma’s love of Japanese culture reaches farther than anime and
manga.

It’s in her name. The name Lous is an anagram for “soul,” and Ya-
kuza comes — not for the Japan-based crime syndicate — from the
word for “loser.”

She has said she wanted Yakuza to be her group name to give credit
to those working behind the scenes to support her.

One of her longtime friends, Congolese-Belgian Damso, is featured
on the album. In the almost lullaby-like song, Kakoma sings “I want to
tell you I love you” and Damso duets her. She also features French
rapper Benjamin Epps in her song “Stop” that opens with a strong
flow of French rap and a hard synth build.

The song is followed by “Interpol,” where Kakoma sings that her
“feelings are her instruments.”

It’s with those instruments that she draws us all the more into her
Lous and the Yakuza universe.

— Beatrice Dupuy/AP

There Is So Much Here

Glen Phillips (Compass Records)

The son of a physicist, Glen Phillips has
always been a cerebral singer-songwriter, and
his new solo album is a thoughtful, tuneful
collection of contemplations on life’s simple
charms.

“There Is So Much Here” considers the
pleasure derived from a glass of water, the value of being OK with
being just OK, and the elusive sweet spot between the past and future.
“Find the beauty in the things you see,” Phillips sings on “Call the
Moondust,” a spiritual of sorts that says life is accompanied by the
song of God.

The frontman for Toad the Wet Sprocket, Phillips shares his mus-
ings via piano ballads and bouncy, retro guitar pop. Highlights in-
clude “I Was a Riot,” built on a hummable bass line, and “Big Chang-
es,” notable for a roller-coaster melody before Phillips extolls the
value of taking a break, which playfully cues a wordless interlude.
He’s in fine voice throughout, and “The Bluest Eye” evokes the dra-
matic sonorities of Rufus Wainwright as the arrangement slowly
blossoms.

While the album’s title sounds like a celebration, Phillips acknowl-
edges how elusive contentment can be. “A new day is here,” he sings,
somehow sounding wary. Smart guy.

— Steven Wine/AP
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‘A tribute to probably the world’s greatest’

Cartoonists honor ‘Peanuts’ creator Schulz, who would be celebrating his 100th birthday, in Saturday’s funny pages

By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press
artoonists across the nation are celebrating the
100th birthday of “Peanuts” creator Charles M.
Schulz as only they can — with cartoons.

More than 7S syndicated cartoonists have
tucked tributes, Easter eggs and references to “Peanuts”
in Saturday’s funny papers to honor the creator of Charlie
Brown, Snoopy and company.

“It’s a tribute to probably the world’s greatest cartoo-
nist,” said cartoonist Patrick McDonnell, who creates the
daily strip “Mutts” for 700 newspapers. “After ‘Peanuts,’
the cartoon world changed. I think most working cartoo-
nists today would say he was the inspiration for them to
become cartoonists.”

The list of participating strips ranges from “B.C,”
“Dennis the Menace” and “Rhymes With Orange” to
“Zippy the Pinhead” and “Zits.” Each artist was encour-
aged to come up with their own way to honor Schulz, who
was known as “Sparky.”

John Kovaleski, who draws “Daddy Daze,” has drawn
the strip’s father, Paul, and infant, Angus, discussing
“Peanuts” on an opened newspaper. “Ba ba?” asks the
baby. To which dad replies: “That’s ‘Peanuts’ by Charles
M. Schulz. He revolutionized the comics page by adding
depth and character and emotion.”

John Hambrock, creator of “The Brilliant Mind of Edi-
son Lee,” drew a visit from World War I pilot Snoopy in
his strip and Edison asking his dad for “extra aviation
fuel.” The cartoonist has also decorated the family home

with framed images of Charlie Brown and Lucy.

“We left it all up to them. Cartoonists are creative peo-
ple. When you have a daily deadline, you need to have
ideas come to you,” McDonnell said. “I think people en-

joyed the challenge of coming up with something to ex-

press their love and admiration for that guy.”

“After ‘Peanuts,’ the cartoon
world changed. | think most
working cartoonists today would
say he was the inspiration for
them to become cartoonists.”

Patrick McDonnell
creator of daily strip “Mutts”

McDonnell, who is a member of the board of directors
of the Charles M. Schulz Museum and Research Center,
dreamed up the tribute and he and “JumpStart” cartoo-
nist Robb Armstrong contacted the various cartoon syn-
dicates with their plan.

“I'm pretty confident that when you open the newspa-
per that morning, the whole comic page is going to be a
tribute to Sparky,” McDonnell said. “I’m personally look-
ing forward to the surprise that Saturday to see what
people did.”

For his tribute, McDonnell repaid a kindness Schulz
gave him. In a “Peanuts” strip from 1999, Schulz drew his
cartoon boys and girls visiting a museum and Rerun off
on the side looking up with respect at a painting of the dog
Earl from “Mutts.”

A framed copy of that strip hangs proudly over McDon-
nell’s drawing table: “I look at it every day and think of
what a wonderful gesture that was and what a wonderful
man and what a wonderful comic strip.”

So, in return, this Saturday, readers of “Mutts” will see
Earl at a museum looking up fondly — his little tail wag-
ging — at a framed image of Snoopy. “Mine’s pretty per-
sonal,” McDonnell said.

“Peanuts” made its debut Oct. 2, 1950. The travails of
the “little round-headed kid” Charlie Brown and his pals
eventually ran in more than 2,600 newspapers, reaching
millions of readers in 7S countries.

The strip offered enduring images of Kkites in trees,
Charlie Brown trying to kick a football, tart-tongued Lucy
handing out advice for a nickel at what looked like a lem-
onade stand and Snoopy taking the occasional flight of
fancy to the skies. Phrases such as “security blanket” and
“good grief” are a part of the global vernacular. Schulz
died in 2000.

“‘Peanuts’ was everything. I read ‘Peanuts’ books every
night, and I wanted to be a cartoonist because of that
since I was 4. To actually have my own little cartoon char-
acter in ‘Peanuts’ — it still boggles,” McDonnell said.
“Every morning I look at it and I still can’t believe it hap-
pened.”

{26
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This combination photo shows a “Peanuts” cartoon by Charles M. Schulz in 1999 showing kids at a museum with one off on the side, gazing at a painting of the dog Earl from
“Mutts,” top, and an upcoming “Mutts” cartoon by Patrick McDonnell showing Earl at the museum fondly looking at a framed image of Snoopy.
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Disney

Matilda Lawler, Elizabeth Allen-Dick, Austin Kane, Tim Allen and Elizabeth Mitchell star in “The Santa Clauses,” which finds Santa (Allen) looking to
retire, his wife (Mitchell) going through an identity crisis and his children (Allen-Dick and Kane) curious about ordinary human life.

Seeking the next wearer of the red suit

Disney+ series ‘The Santa Clauses’ pays tribute to, warmly critiques flaws in Christmas film franchise

By RoBERT LLOYD
Los Angeles Times
‘ ‘ he Santa Clause” has come to town for a
fourth installment of the Tim Allen fran-
I chise, in the form of a six-episode televi-
sion series, “The Santa Clauses,” on Dis-
ney+. Following the much-derided “The Santa Clause 3:
The Escape Clause,” one could call it something of a re-
covery, and though it’s thin in characterization and ob-
vious in the emotional beats — sort of the point in a work
like this, anyway — it’s respectable, fairly amusing holi-
day entertainment for anyone who would like to start
their Christmas now.

For those fresh to this epic, which first came down the
cultural chimney in 1994 with “The Santa Clause” — the
contractual “clause” being the pun the whole series is
built on — Allen plays Scott Calvin, a distracted, divorced
dad who startles Santa on his roof one Christmas Eve.
Santa slips, falls and dissolves, leaving only the suit and a
card instructing the finder to put it on; this turns him into
the actual new Santa: fat, bearded, jolly, etc. (“The Santa
Clause” begins with the death of Santa, an oddity the new
series — which, incidentally, has a quite frightening cred-
it sequence — finds an opportunity to address.)

In the second film, Scott acquires a wife, Carol (El-
izabeth Mitchell), another legal obligation. As the Dis-
ney+ series begins, they’ve got a couple of teenage kids
(Elizabeth Allen-Dick as Sandra, Austin Kane as Cal),
and Scott/Santa, who is as old as Tim Allen, is slowing
down. He’s losing weight no matter how much junk he
eats, his magic has become unreliable and, realizing that
the past 28 years have been more about him than his
family, he’s considering retirement.

Carol, who can barely remember her own name, is in
the grip of a long-delayed identity crisis, having “left a
great job to be the nameless, faceless woman behind a
larger-than-life man,” stuck for years playing a character
“devoid of all personality and appeal and somehow hu-
morless while still providing comic relief.” The kids,

meanwhile, have grown curious about ordinary human
life. (The program on Cal’s virtual reality headset is mod-
eled on Topeka, Kan.)

Like old ornaments hung on a new tree, the TV series
echoes and calls back to the movies (including a couple of
clips). Eric Lloyd makes an appearance as Scott’s son
Charlie, from his first marriage, whom Scott tries to in-
terest in the job; David Krumbholtz, absent from “The
Santa Clause 3,” returns as now-former head elf Bernard.
New Santa candidate Simon Choksi (Kal Penn), is, like
Scott in his previous life, a single father in the toy busi-
ness — he’s expanding clumsily into e-commerce, the
enemy of the Santa system — who’s too busy for the child
(Rupali Redd as Grace) he obviously loves. (They also
share initials.)

As in the second and third films, the North Pole will be
taken over by a figure who doesn’t have its best interests
at heart, and, as in those and countless other Santa-
themed films, Christmas itself will be threatened. Really,
if we’re to go by the movies, it’s an amazingly fragile
holiday, always about not to happen: No Santa, no toys for
the children; no toys, no elves. A North Polemageddon.

As always, elves matter. (That they are played by chil-
dren — who are not playing children — takes some get-
ting used to.) Prime among them are all-business elf-in-
charge Betty (Matilda Lawler, so great in “Station Elev-
en” and invaluable here), who declares, “I don’t make the
rules. I just enforce them with steadfast intensity.” She’s
married to the antic Noel (Devin Bright), insanely, un-
healthily devoted to Santa, with whom he rides shotgun
on Christmas Eve.

Created by Jack Burditt, who created the Allen sitcom
“Last Man Standing,” “The Santa Clauses” functions as
both a tribute to and an affectionate critique of the fran-
chise, retconning its weird premise, commenting on the
male-dominated milieu of its predecessors. (Laura San
Giacomo, in an enjoyable, Chico-Marxish turn as La Befa-
na, the Christmas Witch, relates how she had to ride a
broom because “back then, a witch couldn’t get a sleigh

loan without a warlock to co-sign.”) The jokes range from
low to ... less low, from obvious to obscure.

Because Scott and Bernard are older (there is an expla-
nation for Bernard aging), there are humorous references
to acid reflux and a hiatal hernia. Scott steps in reindeer
poo, an elf vomits glitter (“Throw some hay on that,”
Santa says), Santa’s name is misspelled as “Satan.” There
is the usual confection-ication of swearing (“Son of a
biscotti!” “For the love of Mike & Ike!”). Betty remarks
that Santa is into NFTs — “nutty fudge cakes.” There is
an angel dust joke, of all things, and a dig at the “Star
Wars” Christmas special. There are many jokes built on
elves being centuries old, including a reference to “the
thousand-year itch.” Peyton Manning makes a cameo.

With Penn taking on the series’ more manic attitudes,
Allen gets to be nicely relaxed here, and I found it a relief
to see him in his own skin during the family’s sketchy
sojourn in Chicago. There and elsewhere, the kids’ char-
acters could be better developed, especially since their
needs and desires are supposedly central to the story;
even Grace is just a foil for her father. (As Cal — original-
ly called Buddy, but Will Ferrell owns that elf name now
— Kane is nevertheless a consistently engaging doofus.)
At the same time, character development matters less
than plot here, even as the big question — “Will Christ-
mas happen?” — isn’t really a question at all.

As to who will be the next Santa, it’s not hard to see
where the show is going — some big clues are planted
early on, and one never really expects Simon to work out.
He thinks in terms of “corporate synergy,” refers to
Christmas lists as “orders” and responds to an elf asking
“What’s a union?” by exclaiming, “Oh, man, I love this
place!” Of course, he will have a lesson to learn, because
learning lessons is a Christmas-movie tradition. The con-
clusion of the series sort of buries everyone’s concerns
except Scott’s, but homilies about magic and believing
trump domestic issues, and there is nothing a group hug
can’t make moot. And the elves will be happy.

“The Santa Clauses” is now streaming on Disney+.
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5 tips for veterans
coping with addiction

Having self-compassion, embracing a new normal
among the ways to strengthen the recovery process

By KERRY BROCKBERG
AND DUSTIN BROCKBERG
Special to The Washington Post
any veterans struggle with
addiction and other physical
and mental health concerns.
Asking for help is often a
daunting task for veterans, but many do.
They seek individual or group therapy,
engage in 12-step programs, use medica-
tions and join veteran-specific support
groups. Recovery then becomes their new
reality.

As psychologists who treat veterans, we
think that the road to recovery comes with
a better understanding of addiction. Vet-
erans, like many other people, tend to use
substances for a variety of reasons — as a
way to cope, push down, celebrate, or
“heal” wounds. Substance use can ebb
and flow between use, misuse and abuse.

Addiction often results when a person
cannot refrain from using substances or
when substance use causes functional
impairment (an inability to complete daily
tasks). A 2017 study found that of the vet-
erans who initially sought help at the
Department of Veterans Affairs, approxi-
mately 11% met the criteria for a sub-
stance use disorder, which include im-
paired control and risky use.

Experts in medicine and psychology
have come to better understand and treat
addiction as a disease that affects both
body and mind. Addiction can be de-
scribed as a dysfunction of certain parts of
the brain. Some people also may have a
genetic predisposition to it.

While dealing with addiction, some
veterans may have other mental health
problems such as anxiety, mood-related
disorders, including depression and bipo-
lar disorder, trauma-related disorders
such as PTSD, and issues with self-harm
or suicidality. For some, symptoms of
these problems are present only when
using substances. A veteran may get sad
or reminisce about painful memories only
when drinking heavily. For others, sit-
uations can trigger symptoms when they
are sober. A veteran can get anxious when
they are around a lot of other people and
use substances to feel better in these mo-
ments.

The more aware veterans are about
co-occurring issues, and when and how
symptoms present themselves, the more
likely they would be to find a way to better
manage addiction. Recovery is a physical,
psychological, emotional, spiritual and
cultural experience. We want to celebrate
and help support ongoing recovery, and
here are five ways to strengthen and work
within and toward the recovery process:

Have self-compassion

We often say things to ourselves that we
would never say to others, such as “I’'m an
idiot, why did I relapse?” and “You're
never going to be able to do this.” Ask

yourself, how do these statements help
with recovery? They don’t. We will have
better results for our ongoing recovery
when we treat ourselves with respect, love
and care. We also have to meet ourselves
where we are at. It helps with reducing
feelings of self-judgment or shame, and
increases a sense or feeling of safety and
security.

Embrace the new ‘normal’

What does “normal” mean? When we
have an idea about what our experience
needs to look like, we’re probably trying to
recapture a specific feeling, memory, or
thought. You may know someone who
focuses on the past and says things such
as, “I wish it was like it was before all
this.” Perhaps that person is you. It is
natural to want to relive a previously en-
joyed feeling or memory. But how much
energy are you putting into trying to re-
store a past that is just that — the past?

Create a new normal that reflects and
embraces who you are now, especially
during your recovery journey. If you drew
a picture of what your new normal looks
and feels like, what would it show? Be
realistic. Your recalibrated self may in-
clude your current pain, but also the many
good things in your life. Recognize the
tools, relationships and attitudes that have
become part of your new normal.

Let go of stigma

Many veterans worry that having prob-
lems with substance use, or having mental
health issues means they’ve done some-
thing wrong, or they are a bad or worth-
less person. They know that people with
such problems continue to be stigmatized,
so they fear what others will think of
them. But play it out in your mind the
other way. What happens after we ask for
help or express how we feel? What hap-
pens when a person listens to us, supports
us and acknowledges our pain? Does that
stigma go away? The answer is simple: It
does if we let it.

For many in the addiction recovery
community, the moment they realize they
are powerless over their drug of choice,
they experience a sense of overwhelming
relief. There is power in telling the truth
and acknowledging a problem exists.
There is power in admitting we were
wrong or made a mistake. There is power
in asking for help. Once we identify and
admit we have a problem, we can do
something to solve it.

Talk!

Trust that your voice is worth listening
to. What you have to say is important.
When you open your mouth, you’re also
opening up a new kind of future. Whenev-
er you share your recovery with others,
you open yourself to the possibility of
learning from their experience and per-
spective. Sharing in this way can help you

A 2017 study found that of the veterans who initially sought help at the
Department of Veterans Affairs, approximately 11% percent met the criteria for a
substance use disorder, which include impaired control and risky use.

iStock

feel more connected and better respected.

It can help make your addiction burden
feel less heavy and more bearable be-
cause now you’re no longer carrying it
alone.

Use your voice to help others

This willingness to offer support and
assistance to fellow veterans in recovery
is a wonderful characteristic of the veter-
an community. Your voice as a veteran is
important. We want you to be part of the

movement that helps veterans end the
silent suffering of addiction and join the
mission in which sharing experiences and
finding relief is a normal part of life. You
can start by exploring your own story and
sharing it with someone else.

Dustin Brockberg, PhD, is a psychologist and adjunct faculty
member at Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation. He served in the
U.S. Army from 2004 to 2008, including a deployment to Iraq.
Kerry Brockberg, PhD, is a psychologist working at the Courage
Kenny Rehabilitation Institute (Allina Health). The Brockbergs
are authors of “End Your Covert Mission: A Veteran’s Guide to
Fighting Pain and Addiction.”
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Tonya Walker and Tyler Johnson wait for their children to receive their COVID-19 vaccines at Lankenau Medical

Center in Wynnewood, Pa., in June.

‘triple-demic’ tsunami

Officials worried about rise in pediatric cases of flu, RSV and COVID

By WENDY RUDERMAN
The Philadelphia Inquirer
arla Mitchell’s 6-year-old daughter was re-
cently home sick from school — again.
The first-grader attends Gladwyne Ele-
mentary in Pennsylvania’s Lower Merion
School District (LMSD), which has seen an unusually
high numbers of kids out sick with a potpourri of nasty
viruses: flu, common colds, COVID-19 and upper re-
spiratory viruses, like respiratory syncytial virus, or
RSV.

School administrators contacted local health offi-
cials for advice after noticing “a high number” of stu-
dents out sick at Black Rock Middle School in Villano-
va, according to LMSD spokesperson Amy Buckman.

With viral illness spiking across Greater Philadel-
phia and beyond, the Main Line community’s chief
public health officer, Richard Lorraine, said he’s in-
creasingly worried about what he and other doctors
nationwide are calling a “triple-demic,” with cases of
flu, RSV and COVID-19 creating a tsunami of sickness.

“Right now, we are seeing the flu numbers explode,”
Lorraine, medical director of the Montgomery County
Office of Public Health, said Nov. 15.

More kids home sick also means more parents have
had to take off from work. More than 100,000 Amer-
icans missed work last month because of a lack of
child care — an all-time high, according to statistics
from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

For many parents and kids, this is the first full year
of school since the pandemic began in which children
are in school without mandatory masking, desks
spaced 6 feet apart and scattered lunch areas. And
after-school activities, including fall plays and crowd-
ed football games, are in full tilt. In other words, a
normal school year.

And yet, this school year is proving anything but
normal. The virus season came earlier than expected
and hit more kids much harder.

Mitchell’s daughter, Sophia, has missed a total of
seven school days since September, Mitchell said.

“Ever since she’s been back in school, she’s been
nothing but sick,” said the 43-year-old mom from Vil-
lanova, who had home-schooled her daughter during
the first half of kindergarten last year because she was
worried about COVID-19.

When COVID-19 protective measures were in full
swing, families who stayed healthy realized a side
benefit: Cases of strep throat, respiratory viruses, flu
and ear infections decreased among children, likely
due to social distancing and masking.

Katie Lockwood, a pediatrician at Children’s Hospi-
tal of Philadelphia, said parents got used to a new
normal in which kids were not experiencing the typ-
ical “eight to 10 colds a year.”

“We just had a little break,” she said.

That’s no longer the case. On Nov. 15, the American
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and Children’s Hospital
Association (CHA) asked the Biden Administration to
declare a national emergency. The groups cited an
“alarming surge” in pediatric RSV and flu cases, and
an ongoing mental health crisis among kids — all of
which is overwhelming children’s hospitals.

“Our system is stretched to its limit and without
immediate attention, the crisis will only worsen,” said
Mark Wietecha, CEO of the Children’s Hospital Asso-
ciation.

In Villanova, Mitchell wants to see schools taking
protective measures. She has launched a petition,
“Cleaner Air at LMSD Schools,” urging her Lower
Merion district to place carbon dioxide (CO2) monitors
and HEPA filters, or “high efficiency particulate air
[filter],” in every classroom. As of Nov. 15, the petition
had 254 signatures.

She explained the motivation isn’t just about keeping
kids from getting sick. She worries about the economic
impact on working parents, especially ones with hour-
ly paying jobs, and that kids will continue to fall be-
hind academically.

Her daughter spent a week in bed with fever, vomit-
ing and lack of appetite. Back in September, she was
out of school with a cold-like bug for three days.
Mitchell said she’s convinced that her daughter’s
school and others in LMSD are not sufficiently venti-
lated to reduce the risk of virus spread.

“Kids come home sick. They get us sick. We miss
work. And it’s just a vicious circle,” Mitchell said.

Mitchell said she offered to donate a HEPA air filter
to her daughter’s classroom. Other parents are willing
to do the same. “It’s something so easy,” Mitchell said.

The district, however, turned down her offer, citing
a policy surrounding energy efficiency.

THE MEAT AND ,
POTATOES OF LIFE “‘ -

Lisa Smith Molinari

Another day of leftovers
becomes a tipping point

I never buy a Thanksgiving turkey that feeds my family. I
buy one so big, it could feed the entire neighborhood. When a
10-pounder will do, I buy 20. When 20 pounds is enough for
Thanksgiving dinner, sandwiches and a casserole or two, I
select a gargantuan bird that barely fits in the oven.

My motivation is not gluttony, but rather, a need to be
resourceful. As a military spouse, I've always enjoyed the
challenge of making my family happy within our limited
military budget. Other than one awful mud-splattered camp-
ing trip, a few bizarre pre-PCS meals and the time my
daughter broke her arm on a questionable playset I procured
for free from our neighbors, my efforts to creatively satisfy
my family inside the bounds of our modest resources have
generally been a smashing success.

However, there was one Thanksgiving several years ago
when leftover turkey became hazardous to my health.

It was Monday morning after Thanksgiving, and I'd just
dropped my husband, Francis, at the airport for a temporary
duty assignment to Bahrain. I wondered what to make the
kids for dinner. In the four days since Thanksgiving, I'd
already cooked leftover turkey tetrazzini, turkey pot pie and
turkey enchiladas. They’d begun to complain, but I still had
turkey bones and meat in our fridge.

Waste not, want not.

However, it was a busy Monday. I had to walk the dog, get
a mammogram, swing by the commissary, do laundry, iron
dress shirts, start my column, return emails, balance the
checkbook, take a shower and try to look human — all before
my 3 p.m. school pickup. I decided I had less than five min-
utes to throw a pot of turkey soup together before heading
out to my 9:30 a.m. mammogram appointment.

I chopped onions and carrots in flash, sautéing them in a
pan alongside the pot of simmering turkey bones. Next, I
plopped four celery ribs down and began slicing. I was com-
ing to the end of the bunch when, shshshwing!

The very tip of my thumb lay neatly on the cutting board.

Slow-motion, controlled panic ensued. My uncut hand
grabbed the severed cap of flesh and placed it back on the tip
of my thumb, albeit crooked, and unraveled paper towels to
wrap my bleeding appendage. I flicked the stove off, grabbed
my purse and jumped into my minivan, mumbling, “it’s
gonna be fine, it’s gonna be fine, it’s gonna be fine.”

“Hi, I’'m here for a mammogram [nervous laughter] ...
you’re never going to believe this [nervous laughter] ... I just
cut the tip of my thumb clean off,” I jabbered to the lady at
the check-in desk. She looked unconcerned and told me a
doctor would check out my thumb after my mammogram.

As the adage goes, you learn something new every day. On
this particular day, I learned that it’s nearly impossible to
unhook your own bra strap with one hand. I managed the
task just before the technician came in to squash my bits and
pieces between two glass plates.

Afterward, with only one of the three hooks of my bra
strap precariously fastened, I thanked the doctor for seeing
me on the fly, then waited at immunizations for a tetanus
shot. Four hours after entering the clinic doors, I left with an
injection Band-Aid, wilted mammaries, a cartoonishly ban-
daged thumb and a completely neglected to-do list.

Despite the chaos, I finished preparing the soup back at
home. At dinnertime, I ladled the hot elixir into bowls, care-
ful not to slosh broth onto my bandages, and placed them on
our table with oyster crackers. The kids and I inhaled the
salty steam in silence, blowing gently on spoonfuls.

“I can’t believe you made soup from the rest of the turkey
with all that craziness going on today, Mom,” my compas-
sionate child said with a slurp. “Mmmm,” she murmured,
“not bad, Mom.”

In the grand scheme of things, she was right; it was not
bad at all.

Read more at themeatandpotatoesoflife.com and in Lisa’s book, “The Meat and Potatoes of
Life: My True Lit Com.” Email: meatandpotatoesoflife@gmail.com
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SCAM

FADS

Individuals placing
classified advertising
should use discretion in

Want a better picture?

You'll get one — just by reading
Stars and Stripes military news coverage.

Classifieds scams can
target both sellers and
buyers with classifieds
advertisements.

Be aware of the common
red flags.

Some of the latest Scam
fads are:

M Vehicle buyers wanting to
buy sight unseen and have
the vehicle shipped
through an agent using
paypal.

W People saying Free Dog
(different breeds) for
adoption.

concluding the sale of their
property. Not all potential
buyers are reputable or
honest. Stars and Stripes
suggests that you take
precautions to ensure that
potential buyers are
reputable and will be able
to fulfill the terms of the
sale. Stars and Stripes is not
liable for the contractual
relationship between
sellers and buyers of
merchandise advertised in
the newspaper or on the
web site.

In print « Online at stripes.com o Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad
No one covers the bases the way we do.
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/’//a\\\

STARSu#STRIPES.

However you read us, wherever you need us.
AND

Read STARSK#STRIPES. online at
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STARS AND STRIPES IS HELPING TO
SEND YOUR WISH LIST TO SANTA!

Step One

Write your letter

Don't forget
I to decorate it! :

Step Two
Address it to

Santa Claus
c/o Stars and Stripes
North Pole
Unit 29480
APO, AE 09211-9480

/ﬂ;—}

e )

Step Three

LA
L

Drop it in any
US or APO mailbox*

For more info, visit

letterstosanta.stripes.com

*Postmark by Dec. 20, 2022 and Santa may have time to send a note in return!
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Dilbert

Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur

Beetle Bailey

Bizarro

FOR WHAT WE

W“ﬁf’i

SE3FE AR ] e STARS AND STRIPES °
{SN'T 1T FUNNY HOW WE WERE JUST AND NOW 1T'5 | | AND BY "3UST," | DON'T KNOW.
QUICKLY WE PIVOT7? BEING GRATEFUL SHOP, SHOP, | | YOU MEAN ... THE 193057

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

1 2 3

4 5 6 7

13

YOU SEEM LIKE
THE KIND OF GUY
WHO IS SECRETLY

BUILDING A ROBOT
COMPANION IN HIS
BASEMENT LAB.

@SCOTTADAMSSAYS

DILBERT.COM

AND WHEN IT IS
COMPLETE, IT WILL
LEAVE YOU FOR A
BETTER ENGINEER.

LAST.
|

| )
1 L

THATS WHY
AM T I INSTALL
CLOSE? THE LEGS

Pearls Before Swine

WUEV o 2022 wire w10, -2

7

PIET. BY ANDRENS NREEL HINDICTION
!

MY SPIRITS! LUGGAGE.

/5 'ﬁ

I'M JUST GETTING OFF SOCIAL MEDIA
FOR AN HOUR.

I DIDNT KNOW THAT WAS AN
OPTION.

WELL,GUYS. TMOFF \ WHERE ARE
TO ENJOY A RELAXING | YOU GOING?
VACATION TO REVIVE | YOU PONT | |
THE SOULAND LIFT  / EVEN HAVE

n Pastis/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syrcication

REQUIEN FoR
A chBLE
INSTALLINTION
GUN

WILEYINK® EARTHLINK .NET

48

50 51 52

53 54 55
ACROSS 53 Obey 24 Peter Fonda role
1 Hoosier St. 54 Desires 25 Rind

4 Crooned 55 Soup container 26 Lt. Kojak

8 Buddies 27 Swiss capital

12 Formerly DOWN 28 Norwegian saint

known as 1 Bygone Peruvian 29 Lustrous black

13 Missing Gl 2 Close 32 Cook, as donuts

14 Wheeling’s river

15 Marshmallow
toaster

17 Indolent

18 Comes up

19 Clean air org.

21 Bat wood

22 Excite

GOCOMGE . CONV/ NONGEQUITUR

‘LOW THOUGH | WALK
THROVGH THE VALLEY
OF THE SHADOW OF

DEATH..” W

16 REPUNDANT,
ROSENCRATNZ.
OF COURSE YOU'RE
WALKING LOW, YOU'RE

A VALLEY.

©2022 Darrin Bell

YES, INDEED, FATHER,
(TS SOMETIMES HARD
TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN
DEMONIC POSSESSION
AND A PERFECTLY NORMAL

FEEDING FRENZV.

l

© 2022 Ntz ERkssOM/ BULLS, DiST. B KING FEATVRES SYNDICATE, IMC.

OTHERWISE YOU WOULD
BE WALKING ON A

BUY CANDORVILLE BOOKS at WWW.CANDORVILLE.COM

OFFENDED.

A A
WOoW. | NEVER KNEW
YOU WERE 60 EAGILY

THAT'S LO,” TYRONE.

26 Letter-shaped
hardware

29 Wine vessel

30 Ginger —

31 Steerer’s place

32 Singer Lana
— Rey

33 Gratis

34 Mound stat

35 Wager

\\//1;;

36 Jacket flap

o } HARK PRIESTE.

9
\ S

Mt Lo

37 Burning

39 Scale note

40 Knock

41 Form 1040
amount

45 Qut of control

48 Flame-colored
gem

50 Morse —

SEE, SOME PEOPLE ACTUALLY
ENJOY HIKING!

sk

L{b; i
ey Q?

CAN WE BRING OUR GIRLFRIENDS?2

e e W W e WP &)
| : &9 e ‘ =L

51 Winnebago
owner, briefly
52 Greek vowel

11-25

U
A £ull month
after my return,
[ gtill find thege in
my pante pockets.

GULLIVER’S TROUSERS

BizARRO.COM

Dist b King Features (© 2022 BIZARRO STUPIOS

™

SWHYGR

DXDR:
Yesterday’s

3 Actress Moore

4 Least risky

5 “Make —!”
(birthday cry)

6 Neither mate

7 Joyous

8 Of the Arctic

9 “Caught ya!”

10 “30 Rock” role

11 Tofu source

16 Song of praise

20 Babe, for
example

23 Tombstone
lawman

33 Edie of “The
Sopranos”

35 Bikini half

36 Hermits

38 Ticked off

39 Ambulance
sound

42 Qil cartel

43 — Hari

44 Flair

45 Essen
exclamation

46 Curly’s brother

47 Poetic tribute

49 “— been had!”

Answer to Previous Puzzle

A T|IA|D
M RID|A
| | |AIN
R A|IM|A
v
BII|T G| I|F
| |S|IR L
ClH]| I E
" m
C|O|M R|D|S
U[M|P I|E|S
BlA|H O|E|IR
A[N|S S|P|S
CRYPTOQUIP

VaQ

RDCZDQS VT K THWDUVWGR
LHRBPKX SOKS BPKXR UDHWL
RBDYSKSVWR"”

SOD CWKQL THQKCPD.

Cryptoquip: ASSUMING KING

HENRY VIII HAD PRIVATELY TAUGHT SOME
PUPILS, THAT'D MAKE HIM A TUDOR TUTOR.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals E
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WEEKEND. WEEKEND. MY YOUTH. | 35 3
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= 8 8
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GOODGRIEF. \ THAT CANT
2 8 "WHOSTHE | BEGOOD | [54 =
£ € SAD KIDS
@ HARD TO THINK OF MANY |- ; 56 57 .
o WITH A BIGGER IMPACT. é 2
] ACROSS DOWN 25 Med. plan
@ s H 1 Potential tulips 1 Lure option
% : 6 Mass leader 2 — Major 26 Tijuana hat
o 12 Len of “Blue 3 They have 28 Cooking styles
& Bloods” their pride 30 Blasting stick
13 Surgeon’s stitch 4 Gift topper 31Observe
NO, | , 14 Renounce 5 Old timers? 33 Catch red-
DON'T BAVE 720 % 15 Conforms _ handed
- % A NICKEL oN heo) 3 16 Baseball’s Musial 0 Jrvear gxam 34 “CSI” evidence
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g £ A 24 : 17 Social appoint- 8 “Give — whirll” 39 True Colors
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Carpe Diem Candorville

Beetle Bailey

Bizarro

ROSENCRANTZ.

BUY CANDORVILLE BOOKS at WWW.CAND

THROVGH THE VALLEY
OF THE SHADOW

OF DEATH..”

BUT ITG

NOT “LO”

L

.\'91/,400&/ OF DEATH. _4

R

: ‘fwt\ i
R il

PERHAPS THERE WASN'T
MUCH OTHER FUN TO BE
HAD IN THE IRON AGE.

29 Scraps

32 “Things couldn’t
be better!”

35NYC gallery

36 Epidermis

37 Chowed down

38 Telly network

40 Isaac’s eldest

18 Tt ? h-
8 "Today” weat 48 Belgian river

N i/lrcaztelr, 49 Norm, for short
- an t? as org. 51 Author Fleming
weetie 53 Last (Abbr.)

24 Goall

Answer to Previous Puzzle

SO, NOTHING TO DECLARE?
THEN WHAT'S THAT BEHIND
Youz? coulD (T BE A cUDDLY
UTTLE EARTHUNG?

© 2022 NikLAs ERikssom/BuLLs, DisT. BY KWG FEATURES SYNDICATE, INC

L THOUGHT IT WOULDP
BE NICE SLEEPING
NEAR A BABBLING

OIS g

42 Vacuum’s lack

44 Doctor Zhivago

46 Unfavorable
votes

50 Yarn bundles

52 One baring all

I SHOULD HAVE
CHECKED THE
WEATHER REPORT

54 Raging rant

55 Dodged

56 Handsome guy
57 Take the wheel

5
BROOK ¢ FIRST
G 420 7| 1126
/ ;
..... 8 I
© | erEETMORT waLkER. HAPPY 100* BiRTHDAY! # scHutzico /26
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v @ i(i“ i 1|“ ‘ [’d feel more E W
. ) (R ‘!'u / w aty eace 1f you
g ! )i :
57 I']h’ S el dat, behind a Vestordan:
8¢ L S 4. g ‘ esterdaay’s
EL P | ol Y cardboard box. y
=58 W 7 | e r—
= ik s, V] 4 By Bizarro celebrated the 100th
SH \\\\ \\\ | i \\ IS 20 G530 W ," )' ” Lir‘t.kdr;; of Charlee M. Sz,

EBFXCW

CRYPTOQUIP

Cryptoquip:

MCNG?

MUT YXKUF ZCYOSCGT UEIO

FC VZO E NOKVQEN WCVW EZ

R CN

IONSXRXBEFXCW AVNACZOZ.

SEGMENT OF A

FIREWORKS DISPLAY THAT PLAYS WEIRD TRICKS

ON SPECTATORS’ EYES: THE GRAND FINAGLE.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals N
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OPINION

Maybe Gen Z’s politics can end polarization

By SAMUEL J. ABRAMS
Los Angeles Times

en Z voters have been credited

with halting the predicted “red

wave” in the 2022 midterm elec-

tions. These young voters turned
out en masse for Democrats Nov. 8; CNN
House exit polls show that 63% of Gen Zers
voted for Democrats, which was a much
higher percentage than for older genera-
tions. Just 43% of those over 65 voted for
Democrats while 55% cast ballots for Repu-
blicans.

But this midterm outcome does not mean
that voters in this new generation are dedi-
cated Democrats. In fact, they would be bet-
ter described as pragmatists and issue-ori-
ented voters.

Gen Zers showed up at the polls in large
numbers and voted in 2020 to push out Do-
nald Trump. They engaged again this year
because they wanted to take a stand against
extreme positions promoted by many on the
right. They turned to Democratic candi-
dates who supported abortion rights and op-
posed the Trumpian movement to deny
election results, and they rejected a host of
extreme candidates in places like Arizona
and Pennsylvania.

At the same time, this generation largely
lacks strong party attachments if we look at
their political and ideological attitudes.
This is made quite clear by College Pulse’s
Future of Politics survey, which queried
1,552 undergraduate students at 91 colleges
and universities at the start of the school
year.

When asked about how they see the major
political parties, today’s college students
are anything but enthusiastic. Less than a
quarter of all students (21%) — Democrats
and Republicans included — believe that
the Democratic Party is acting in the best
interests of democracy and just 25% feel the
same way about the GOP.

And when asked whether the parties are
moving in the right or wrong direction, just
18% of all college students think that the
Democratic Party is moving in the right di-
rection; the number is a bit higher for the
Republican Party. Cynicism about the par-
ties’ future is the norm, with roughly half of
all students being pessimistic about both
parties.

Interestingly, a poll released in late Octo-
ber by Harvard University’s Institute of
Politics found that 57% of young voters ages
18-29 preferred Democratic control of Con-
gress while 31% preferred GOP control;
12% were undecided. Yet only 32% of col-
lege-age voters identify as liberal, with an-
other 19% claiming to be conservative. The
plurality of students — 48% — call them-
selves moderates.

The Future of Politics survey uncovers a
similar breakdown with young voter party
affiliation — 31% report that they are Repu-
blican and another 33% Democrat. The re-
maining 37% are either unaffiliated or inde-
pendent. Gen Z looks very different from
those in the Silent Generation — President
Joe Biden’s and Nancy Pelosi’s generation,
which has seen a decline in independent
voters and a rise in Republican identifica-
tion in 2022.

Gallup corroborates these trends and
found that younger generational groups are
more likely than their older counterparts to
be centrist and less partisan. Millennials
appear to be fairly stable centrists, unlike
earlier generations, which have become
more partisan over time.

Gen Z’s lack of a strong partisan orienta-
tion, however, should not be taken as a final
judgment of either party. Rather, it repre-
sents an opportunity for both parties.

America’s youngest politically active co-
hort is upset with the status quo. But it votes
for whichever party adopts moderate posi-
tions, and whichever party adopts a plural-
ist path forward has a chance to win Gen Z’s
support.

The Democrats did that in 2022 on a host
of salient political positions, but Democrats
cannot afford to move too far from the cen-
ter and adopt ultra-progressive positions
that will prevent coalition building with
many Americans. Republicans need to
move on from Trump’s big lie about the
2020 election, defense of the Jan. 6 insur-
rection and other fringe positions.

While it remains a question how the par-
ties will shake out and what positions they
will take going into the 2024 presidential
election, what is clear is that Gen Z is shap-
ing up to be a practical swing generation
that engages politically. This tendency may
help diminish the our polarization and ex-
tremism as the parties respond to this grow-
ing political power.

Samuel J. Abrams is a professor of politics at Sarah Lawrence
College and a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute

California’s jaywalking law is step in right direction

By BrRUCE FEIRSTEIN
Special to The Washington Post
LOS ANGELES
alifornia Democratic Gov. Gavin
Newsom recently signed into law
the Freedom to Walk Act, which,
for those of you living on the East
Coast, does not involve the right of disgrun-
tled Californians to leave for Texas, or un-
happy Silicon Valley tech workers to exit
Twitter or the metaverse.

Rather, after almost 90 years, the state has
finally decided to legalize jaywalking. No
more tickets that, with various surcharges,
could run to almost $200.

Which means that as of Jan. 1, we Califor-
nians will be able to jaywalk to a film audi-
tion, jaywalk to buy pot, jaywalk to meet an
angel investor for a start-up, jaywalk for hot
baby yoga classes, jaywalk for the benefit of
paparazzi alerted earlier about where and
when the jaywalking will occur, and jaywalk
to any of the countless California-centric
pastimes that the rest of the country finds so
amusing. Or we might jaywalk across the
street just to get to the other side.

In the grand scheme of things, all this
might seem rather pedestrian. Especially
when you consider how much of what passes
for everyday behavior in California proba-
bly should be outlawed, such as spending
tens of millions of dollars on tear-down
homes, hundreds of millions on reality-TV
production and billions on the LA-to-San
Francisco high-speed rail slo-mo disaster.

And if grand theft government-style
doesn’t bug you, there’s also the fact that an
enterprising individual can shoplift goods
worth up to $950 without worrying about be-

ing tagged with a felony.

On a more serious note, the Freedom to
Walk Act is a social-justice victory. As the
bill’s author, state Assemblyman Phil Ting,
D-San Francisco, told CBS Bay Area news,
jaywalking laws “are arbitrarily enforced
and tickets are disproportionately given to
people of color and in low-income commun-
ities.” Writing for Southern California Pub-
lic Radio’s LAist.com, Ryan Fonseca report-
ed that Los Angeles police cite Black pedes-
trians for jaywalking at a rate “over three
times their population share in the city,” ac-
cording to his analysis of LAPD data.

The bill has one loophole that is probably
sensible but unfortunately vulnerable to ex-
ploitation by law enforcement: You can
cross against a traffic light, or outside cross-
walks, but police still have discretion toissue
a citation for crossing in the face of an imme-
diate danger or hazard.

Still, the new law is a big step in the right
direction. And in that regard, California
doesn’t walk alone. Virginia decriminalized
jaywalking in March 2021, followed soon af-
ter by Kansas City, Mo., and Nevada.

I bring my own strictly anecdotal man-on-
the-street perspective to this matter, having
lived in several cities. In Boston, jaywalking
never seemed much of an issue, perhaps be-
cause pedestrians recognized that the traffic
contract there means cars are bigger than
you, a green light means “go,” yellow means
“go faster” and red means “pump the brakes
for a second and pray you don’t get caught.”

Jaywalking was similarly uncommon in
Beijing and Shanghai, but for an unsimilar
reason: All it took was a look at the literally
dozens of security cameras arrayed like pi-

geons across the mast arm of a typical traffic
light, and you think: “No, I’'m good. I'll wait
for the light to change.”

New York, of course, is the jaywalking
capital of the world and the inspiration for
the greatest jaywalking movie dialogue of all
time: In “Midnight Cowboy,” when Dustin
Hoffman, walking into traffic, bangs on a
taxi’s hood and yells, “Hey! I'm walking
here!”

Rudy Giuliani was a crime-fighting mar-
vel as mayor —murder dropped dramatical-
ly under his watch, but even he was defeated
by New Yorkers’ insistence on their inalien-
able right to roam among heavy, fast-moving
machinery.

With much fanfare, Giuliani declared in
1998 that the city would begin rigorously en-
forcing anti-jaywalking laws, and fines
would increase from $2 (yes, two bucks) to
$50. “Police Balk At Crackdown On Jay-
walking By Giuliani,” a New York Times
headline reported. “This is just taking hard-
earned money from people who can’t afford
it,” a police officer told the Times. “And I'm
not going to prostitute myself for the Mayor
or anybody else.”

New Yorkers who are new to LA are invar-
iably surprised first by the scarcity of pedes-
trians in this car-centric city. And then
they’re surprised to see the few people on the
streets waiting obediently for traffic lights to
change. As of Jan. 1, when Freedom to Walk
Kkicks in, transplanted and forever impatient
New Yorkers might need to show them how
it’s done.

Bruce Feirstein is a writer at large for Air Mail and a screenwrit-
er who lives in Los Angeles.
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SCOREBOARD

COLLEGE FOOTBALL PRO FOOTBALL

Schedule
Friday’s games
SOUTH

NC State (7-4) at North Carolina (9-2)
Florida (6-5) at Florida St. (8-3)
MIDWEST

Toledo (7-4) at W. Michigan (4-7)

Cent. Michigan (4-7) at E. Michigan (7-4)

Tulane (9-2) at Cincinnati (9-2)

Arkansas (6-5) at Missouri (5-6)

Nebraska (3-8) at lowa (7-4)
SOUTHWEST

Baylor (6-5) at Texas (7-4)
FAR WEST

Utah St. (6-5) at Boise St. (8-3)
Arizona St. (3-8) at Arizona (4-7)
New Mexico (2-9) at Colorado St. (2-9)
UCLA (8-3) at California (4-7)
Wyoming (7-4) at Fresno St. (7-4)

Saturday’s games

EAST
Georgia St. (4-7) at Marshall (7-4)
Rutgers (4-7) at Maryland (6-5)
Army (4-6) at Umass (1-10)
Kent St. (4-7) at Buffalo (5-5)
East Carolina (6-5) at Temple (3-8)
St. Francis (Pa.) (9-2) at Delaware (7-4)
Fordham (9-2) at New Hampshire (8-3)
Michigan St. (5-6) at Penn St. (9-2)
Syracuse (6-5) at Boston College (3-8)
SOUTH

South Carolina (7-4) at Clemson (10-1)
(gozl)d Dominion (3-8) at South Alabama
W. Kentucky (7-5) at FAU (5-6)
New Mexico St. (4-6) at Liberty (8-3)
Georgia Tech (5-6) at Georgia (11-0)
Elon (8-3) at Furman (9-2)
) %c;astal Carolina (9-1) at James Madison
7-
Virginia (3-7) at Virginia Tech (3-8)
Davidson (8-3) at Richmond (8-3)
Southern U. (6-4) vs. Grambling St. (3-7)
at New Orleans

Louisville (7-4) at Kentucky (6-5)

Wake Forest (7-4) at Duke (7-4)

UAB (5-6) at Louisiana Tech (3-8)

Auburn (5-6) at Alabama (9-2)

Southern Miss. (5-6) at Louisiana-Mon-
roe (4-7)

Gardner-Webb (6-5) at E. Kentucky (7-4)

Appalachian St. (6-5) at Georgia South-
ern (5-6)

Middle Tennessee (6-5) at FIU (4-7)

Idaho (7-4) at SE Louisiana (8-3)

UCF (8-3) at South Florida (1-10)

Tennessee (9-2) at Vanderbilt (5-6)

Pittsburgh (7-4) at Miami (5-6)

MIDWEST

Michigan (11-0) at Ohio St. (11-0)
Akron (1-9) at N. lllinois (3-8)
lllinois (7-4) at Northwestern (1-10)
Purdue (7-4) at Indiana (4-7)
Minnesota (7-4) at Wisconsin (6-5)
Kansas (6-5) at Kansas St. (8-3)
SOUTHWEST

West Virginia (4-7) at Oklahoma St. (7-4)
Rice (5-6) at North Texas (6-5)

Troy (9-2) at Arkansas St. (3-8)

UTEP (5-6) at UTSA (9-2)

Memphis (6-5) at SMU (6-5)

lowa St. (4-7) at TCU (11-0)
Louisiana-Lafayette (5-6) at Texas State

LSU (9-2) at Texas A&M (4-7)
Oklahoma (6-5) at Texas Tech (6-5)
Tulsa (4-7) at Houston (7-4)

FAR WEST

Oregon (9-2) at Oregon St. (8-3)

Hawaii (3-9) at San Jose St. (6-4)

Utah (8-3) at Colorado (1-10)

North Dakota (7-4) at Weber St. (9-2)
Nevada (2-9) at UNLV (4-7)

Notre Dame (8-3) at Southern Cal (10-1)
Air Force (8-3) at San Diego St. (7-4)

SE Missouri (9-2) at Montana (7-4)
V‘\‘/ashington (9-2) at Washington St.

BYU (6-5) at Stanford (3-8)

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Wednesday’s men’s scores

EAST

American 74, Georgetown 70
Babson 66, Amherst 54
Binghamton 81, Columbia 79
California (Pa. ) 90, Chestnut Hill 64
Dist. of Columbia 91 Bowie St. 88
Duquesne 75, Alabama St. 57
Indiana St. 85 Drexel 81
Maine 66, CCSU 58
Mass.-Lowell 73, Brown 62
N. Illinois 86, LIU 61
Niagara 91, D’Youville 53
Providence 71, Merrimack 57
Queens (NY) 88, Nyack 73
Rhode Island 57 Illinois St. 44
St. Francis (Pa.) 120, Franciscan 53
St. Peter’s 98, Old Westbury 51

SOUTH

Appalachian St. 74, ETSU 70

Carson-Newman 92, Clayton St. 89

Coll. of Charleston 74, Kent St. 72

E. Kentucky 122, Brescia 84

Eckerd 89, Puerto Rico- Bayamon 69

Emory & Henry 86, Bluefield College
Ramblin Rams 71

FIU 83, Stony Brook 50

Florida Gulf Coast 73, UMKC 59

Greensboro 62, Ferrum 59

High Point 77, Tennessee St. 72

Jacksonville 64, Campbell 43

Kansas 80, NC State 74

Kentucky 96, North Florida 56

Liberty 55, Bradley 44

Lincoln Memorial 61, Georgia College 54

Lipscomb 72, Chattanooga 66

Louisiana Tech 80, Alabama A&M 75

Miami 79, St. Francis (NY) 56

M|55|55|pp| St. 52, Utah 49

Mount Olive 70, Lenoir- Rhyne 63

Queens (NC) 107, Lynchburg 72

Rollins 94, Southeastern 59

SC-Aiken 86 Limestone 62

Samford 79, Valparaiso 49

Southern Miss. 70, Fort Wayne 58

Texas A&M-CC 98, Alcorn St. 67

The Citadel 72, New Orleans 65

Toledo 82, N. Kentucky 69

UCF 76, Evansville 56

W. Kentucky 71, Tulane 65

Wake Forest 105, SC State 74

William & Mary 62, Radford 51

Winthrop 101, E. Michigan 87

Wofford 70, North Greenville 59

MIDWEST

Arkansas Tech 68, Drury 61
Auburn 43, Northwestern 42
Cent. Mlchlgan 82, CS Northridge 66
Cincinnati 81, Louisville 62
Cleveland St. 77, Chicago St. 63
Detroit 70, Charlotte 49
Ferris St. 75, Ashland 69
Illinois COIIege 62, lllinois Tech 50
Indiana 87, UALR 68
John Carroll 78, Fredoma St. 68
Kansas St. 61, LSU 5
Lindenwood (Mo.) 77 Idaho St. 76, OT
Marquette 84, Georgia Tech 60
Michigan 78, Jackson St. 68
Missouri 89, ‘Coastal Carolina 51
Missouri S&T 95, St. Louis 41
Missouri-St. Louis 75, Michigan Tech 57
Mount Union 94, Wooster 76

72Ohio Dominican 78, Alderson-Broaddus
Ohio St. 80, Texas Tech 73
Ohio Wesleyan 67, Capital 65
Purdue-Northwest 101, Calumet College

of St. Joseph 75
Saint Louis 96, Paul Quinn 53
Sam Houston St. 80, South Dakota 49
St. Thomas (MN) 76, Milwaukee 72
Tennessee 71, Butler 45
Walsh 115, Carlow 44
Wis.-River Falls 78, Finlandia 68
Wisconsin 43, Dayton
Wright St. 87, Weber St. 65

SOUTHWEST

BaYIor 89, McNeese St. 60
allas Baptist 74, S. Nazarene 71
East Carolina 79, Texas-Arlington 65

Hamilton 85, Texas Lutheran 83
St. Thomas (Texas) 58, Texas Dallas 53
Sul Ross St. 90, Trinity (FL)
UC Riverside 76, Abilene Chrlstlan 65
UTEP 68, CS Bakersfield 67, OT

FAR WEST

Air Force 64, MVSU 51

Arizona 81, Creighton 79

Arkansas 78, San Diego St. 74, OT

Biola 82, SAGU American Indian College

54
Black Hills St. 97, Montana St.-Billings 38
Cal Poly 82, Idaho 71

O_I(_':al St.-East Bay 75, Dominican (Cal.) 71,

Denver 86, IUPUI 64

53E. New Mexico 74, Northern New Mexico
Loyola Marymount 81, Morgan St. 80, OT
Nevada 62, Akron 58
Santa Clara 64, Menlo 51
Seattle 89, Pacific Lutheran 53
Southern Cal 82, BYU 76
UC Santa Barbara 89, North Alabama 71
UCLA 100, Pepperdine 53
UNLV 71, Minnesota 62
Washington 62, Fresno St. 57
Willamette 86, La Verne 81

Men’s AP Top 25 schedule

Friday’s games
No. 5 Virginia vs. Md.-Eastern Shore
No. 6 Gonzaga vs. Portland St., Quarterfi-
nals Game 4 at Portland, Ore.
No. 11 Indiana vs. Jackson St.
No. 16 lllinois vs. Lindenwood (Mo.)
No. 23 Maryland vs. Coppin St.
No. 25 lowa vs. Clemson, Hosts’ Semifi-
nals Game 1 at Niceville, Fla.
Saturday’s games
No. 2 Houston vs. Kent St.
No. 4 Texas vs. Texas Rio Grande Valley
Sunday’s games
No. 13 Auburn vs. Saint Louis
No. 19 UCLA vs. Bellarmine

Wednesday’s women’s scores

EAST
Boston College 52, Holy Cross 42
Boston U. 72, St. Francis (NY) 61
CCSU 76, St. Peter's 56
Hofstra 73 Nyack 49
Saint Joseph s 75, Temple 66
Stony Brook 86, Hl%h Point 72

Alabama 61, Wake Forest 58
Charleston Southern 62, W. Carolina 43
Chattanooga 60, UNC-Asheville 48
Coastal Carolina 104, Coker 38
E. Kentucky 88, M|dway 57
Fairleigh Dickinson 49, Davidson 43
Gardner-Webb 91, Coll. of Charleston 87
11l. Chicago 62, Austin Peay 59
Jacksonville 73, Warner 55
James Madison 67, Liberty 63
Norfolk St. 48, Marshall 43
UNC-Greensboro 54, SC-Upstate 48
UT Martin 81, Fort Wayne 51
Virginia 62, Campbell 41
Virginia Tech 73, Missouri 57
Winthrop 60, St. Andrews 29

MIDWEST

Akron 68, Robert Morris 50

Bellarmine 72, St. Bonaventure 65

Bowling Green 76, N. Kentucky 68

Cleveland St. 57, Georgia St. 53

E. Michigan 71, IUPUI 49

Kentucky 70, Dayton 44

Ohio St. 105, Wright St. 52

S. Indiana 85, Bethel (In.) 52
SOUTHWEST

Oral Roberts 74, UALR 62
Rice 76, Texas Southern 49
Sam Houston St. 60, TCU 54
Texas A&M 67, Texas St. 46
FAR WEST

BYU 71, Carroll College 47

Ball St. 80, Utah St. 55

Southern Cal 66, Penn 60

UC Riverside 58, Cal State-LA 52, OT
Utah 69, Mississippi 67

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 7 3 0 .700 281 174
Miami 7 3 0 .700 252 241
N.Y. Jets 6 4 0 .600 199 186
New England 6 4 0 .600 213 169
South
L T Pct PF PA
Tennessee 7 3 0 .700 193 185
Indianapolis 4 6 1 .409 173 220
Jacksonville 3 7 0 .300 216 205
Houston 1 8 1 .150 159 230
North
L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 7 3 0 .700 248 199
Cincinnati 6 4 0 .600 265 215
Cleveland 3 7 0 .300 240 269
Pittsburgh 3 7 0 .300 170 244
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 8 2 0 .800 300 233
L.A. Chargers 5 5 0 .500 227 258
Denver 3 7 0 .300 147 171
Las Vegas 3 7 0 .300 225 242
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 9 1 0 .900 263 183
Dallas 7 3 0 .700 251 167
N.Y. Giants 7 3 0 .700 205 204
Washington 6 5 0 .545 214 223
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Tampa Bay 5 5 0 .500 183 180
Atlanta 5 6 0 .455 259 274
New Orleans 4 7 0 .364 249 267
Carolina 3 8 0 .273 207 256
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 8 2 0 .800 229 231
Detroit 4 6 0 .400 250 282
Green Bay 4 7 0 .364 202 243
Chicago 3 8 0 .273 241 274
West
W L T Pct PF PA
SanFrancisco 6 4 0 .600 236 173
Seattle 6 4 0 .600 257 241
Arizona 4 7 0 .364 240 296
L.A. Rams 3 7 0 .300 168 227
Thursday’s games

Buffalo at Detroit
N.Y. Giants at Dallas
New England at Minnesota

Sunday’s games

Atlanta at Washington
Baltimore at Jacksonville
Chicago at N.Y. Jets
Cincinnati at Tennessee
Denver at Carolina
Houston at Miami
Tampa Bay at Cleveland
L.A. Chargers at Arizona
Las Vegas at Seattle
L.A. Rams at Kansas City
New Orleans at San Francisco
Green Bay at Philadelphia
Monday’s game

Pittsburgh at Indianapolis
NFL injury report

NEW YORK — The National Football
League injury report, as provided by the
league (OUT: Player will not play; DOUBT-
FUL: Player is unlikely to play; QUESTION-
ABLE: Player is not certain to play; DNP:
did not practice; LIMITED: limited partici-
pation; FULL: Fullg)artlmpatlon)

ATLANTA FALCONS at WASHINGTON
COMMANDERS — ATLANTA: LIMITED: TE
Feleipe Franks (calf), RB Caleb Huntley
(ankle), LB Arnold Ebiketie (arm), OT Chu-
ma Edoga (knee), DT Jalen Dalton (toe).
WASHINGTON: DNP: LB Cole Holcomb
(foot), DE James Smith-Williams (illness),
CB Benjamin St-Juste (ankle). LIMITED: C
Tyler Larsen (shoulder), OLB David Mayo
(hamstring), WR Dax Milne (foot), TE Lo-
gan Thomas (rib), DE Chase Young (knee).
FULL: QB Taylor Heinicke (back).

BALTIMORE RAVENS at JACKSONVILLE
JAGUARS — BALTIMORE: DNP: CB Jaylon
Armour-Davis (hip), DE Calais Campbell
(NIR-resting player), S Kyle Hamilton
(knee), OLB Justin Houston (NIR-resting
player), QB Lamar Jackson (hip), CB Mar-
cus Peters (NIR-resting player), T Ronnie
Stanley (ankle), G Kevin Zeitler (illness).
LIMITED: RB Gus Edwards (hamstring/
knee). JACKSONVILLE: No injuries to re-

ort.

CHICAGO BEARS at NEW YORK JETS —
CHICAGO: DNP: DB Jaquan Brisker (con-
cussion), DB Kyler Gordon (concussion),
LB Sterling Weatherford (concussion).

LIMITED: QB Justin Fields (shoulder). FULL:
DB Dane Curikshank (hamstring), OL Te-
ven Jenkins (hip). NEW YORK JETS: DNP: DT
Sheldon Rankins (elbow), TE Kenny Te-
boah (calf). LIMITED: OT Duane Brown
(shoulder), CB Ahmad Garnder (calf), G
Nate Hergig (shin), LB Quincy Williams
(ankle). FULL: WR Corey Davis (knee).

CINCINNATI BENGALS at TENNESSEE TI-
TANS — CINCINNATI: DNP: OT La’el Collins
(NIR-resting player), DE Trey Hendrickson
(illness), HP Joe Mixon (concussion), DT
Jay Tufele (illness). LIMITED: LB Joe Bachie
(knee), WR Ja’Marr Chase (hip), HB Chris
Evans (inee), S Dax Hill (shoulder), DT D.J.
Reader (ankle), DT Josh Tupou (calf). TEN-
NESSEE: DNP: OLB Denico Autry (knee), K
RandK Bullock (right calf), CB Kristian Ful-
ton (hamstring), RB Derrick Henry (NIR-
resting player). LIMITED: CBen Jones (con-
cussion), DT Jeffery Simmons (ankle).
FULL: OLB Bud Dupree (hip), S Amani
Hooker (shoulder), CB Elijah Molden
(groin), QB Ryan Tannehill (ankle).

DENVER BRONCOS at CAROLINA PAN-
THERS — DENVER: DNP: WR K.J. Hamler
(hamstring), DT Jonathan Harris (knee),
WR Jerry Jeudy (ankle), DE Jake Martin
(knee), FS K’'Waun Williams (wrist/elbow/
knee). LIMITED: TE Andrew Beck (hamstr-
ing), LS Jacob Bobenmoyer (hand), OLB Jo-
nathon Cooper (knee), Nt D.J. Jones
(hand), RB Latvius Murray (wrist), NT Mike
Purcell (ankle), FS Justin Simmons (knee).
CAROLINA: DNP: FS Myles Hartsfield (an-
kle), DT Matthew loannidis (calf), TE Gi-
vanni Ricci (neck), OT Larnel Coleman ill-
ness), G Cameron Erving (illness), OLB Co-
ry Littleton (ankle), RB D’'Onta Foreman
(NIR-resting player). LIMITED: FS Justin
Burris (concussion), OB P.J. Walker (an-
kle), WR Terrace Marshall Jr. (shoulder).

GREEN BAY PACKERS at PHILADELPHIA
EAGLES — GREEN BAY: DNP: T David Bak-
htiari (knee), LB De’Vondre Campbell
(knee), S Tariq Carpenter (illness), WR Ro-
meo Doubs (ankle), S Rudy Ford (illness), G

?ton Jenkins (knee), T Rasheed Walker
(illness). LIMITED: LB Krys Barnes (hand),
WR Randall Cobb (iliness), CB Shemar
Jean-Charles (ankle), RB Aaron Jones
(shin, glute), WR Allen Lazard (shoulder),
QB Aaron Rodgers (right thumb). FULL: CB
Jaire Alexander (groin), K Mason Crosby
(illness), LB Quay Walker (shoulder). PHI-
LADELPHIA: LIMITED: CB Josh Jobe
(hamstring).

HOUSTON TEXANS at MIAMIDOLPHNS —
HOUSTON: DNP: DB Derek Stingley Jr.
(hamstring), LS Jon Weeks (NIR-personal).
FULL: DL Maliek Collins (chest), LB Neville
Hewitt (hamstring). MIAMI: DNP: LB Mel-
vin Ingram (NIR-resting player), P Thomas
Morstead (illness), RB Raheem Mostert
(knee). LIMITED: T Terron Armstead (toe),
LB Jerome Baker (hip), QB Teddy Bridge-
water (knee), TE Tanner Conner (knee/
back), CB Keion Crossen (shoulder), DT
Raekwon Davis (knee). FULL: CB Kader Ko-
hou (thumb), TE Hunter Long (concus-
sion), TE Durham Smythe (hamstring), WR
Jaylen Waddle (shoulder).

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS at SEATTLE SEA-
HAWKS — LAS VEGAS: LIMITED: LB Luke
Masterson (ribs), T Kolton Miller (shoul-
der/abdomen). SEATTLE: DNP: WR Dee
Eskridge (hand), DE L.J. Collier (iliness).
FULL: LB Cody Barton (foot), S Ryan Neal
(ankle).

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS at ARIZONA
CARDINALS — LOS ANGELES CHARGERS:
DNP: CB Bryce Callahan (groin), OLB Khalil
Mack (nir-rest), WR Mike Williams (ankle).
LIMITED: TE Gerald Everett (groin), P J.K.
Scott (right quad). FULL: S Nasir Adderley
(thumb), WR Keenan Allen (hamstring), LB
Kenneth Murray Jr. (neck), T Trey Pipkins
1l (knee), OL Jamaree Salyer (knee). ARI-
ZONA: (No Practice-Estimation) DNP: WR
Greg Dortch (thumb), TE Zach Ertz (knee),
T D.J. Humphries (back), WR Rondale
Moore (groin), CB Byron Murphy (back), S
Charles Washington (chest). LIMITED: G
Max Garcia (shoulder), DT Trysten Hill
(foot), QB Colt McCoy (right elbow). FULL:
QB Kyler Murray (hamstring).

LOS ANGELES RAMS at KANSAS CITY
CHIEFS — LOS ANGELES RAMS: DNP: C
Brian Allen (thumb), TE Tyler Higbee
(knee), OT Ty Nsekhe (ankle), DT A’'Shawn
Robinson (knee), QB Matthew Stafford
(concussion/neck). LIMITED: LB Travin
Howard (hip), WR Allen Robinson (ankle),
C Matt Skura (knee), QB John Wolford
(neck). KANSAS CITY: DNP: G Joe Thuney
(ankle), WR Kadarius Toney (hamstring).
LIMITED: S Juan Thornhill (calf). FULL: LB
Nick Bolton (hamstring), CB Chris Lam-
mons_(concussion), OL Lucas Niang
(knee), WR JuJu Smith-Schuster (concus-
sion), CB Jaylen Watson (hand), RB Jerick
McKinnon (hamstring/shoulder), CB L’Ja-
rius Sneed (knee).

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS at SAN FRANCIS-
CO 49ERS — NEW ORLEANS: DNP: S J.T.
Gray (hamstring), DE Pa%ton Turner (an-
kle), LB Pete Werner (ankle). LIMITED: DE
Marcus Davenport (calf), T James Hurst
(concussion), RB Mark Ingram (knee), DE
Cameron Jordan (eye), WR Jarvis Landry
(ankle), CB Marshon Lattimore (abdo-
men), G Andrus Peat (triceps), T Ryan
Ramczyk (NIR-resting player, knee). SAN
FRANCISCO: NO DATA REPORTED.

TAMPA BAY BUCCCANEERS at CLEVE-
LAND BROWNS — TAMPA BAY: DNP: WR
Russell Gage (hamstring), DT Vita Vea
(foot). LIMITED: RB Leonard Fournette
(hip), G Luke Goedeke (foot). FULL: CB
Zyon McCollum (concussion), LB J.J. Rus-
sell (hamstring). CLEVELAND: DNP: S D’An-
thony Bell (concussion), G Joel Bitonio
(NIR-resting player/illness), DE Jadeveon
Clowney (NIR-resting player), WR Amari
Cooper (NIR-resting ?Iayer), G Hjalte Fro-
holdt (illness), DE Myles Garrett (NIR-rest-
ing player), S Ronnie Harrison (iliness), CB
Greg Newsome (concussion), TE David
Njoku (ankle, knee). LIMITED: G Wyatt Tell-
er (calf), T Jedrick Wills (knee), DT Perrion
Winfrey (concussion). FULL: T Jack Con-
klin (foot).

Wednesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

BOSTON RED SOX — Agreed to terms
with LHP Joely Rodriguez on a one-year
contract. Acquired SS Hoy Park from Pitts-
burgh in exchange for LHP Inmer Lobo.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Activated OF Tre-
vor Larnach and RHPs Bailey Ober, Emilio
Pagan and Ronny Hernandez.

TEXAS RANGERS — Named Dayton
Moore senior advisor of baseball oper-
ations and Mike Maddux pitching coach.

National League

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Traded OF
Hunter Renfroe to Los Angeles Angels for
RHPs Janson Junk and Elvis Peguero and
LHP Adam Seminaris. Agreed to terms
with OF Blake Perkins on a one-year con-
tract.

NEW YORKMETS — Agreed toterms with
LHP Zach Muckenhirn and RHP Denyi
Reyes on minor league contracts.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Activated 1B

Juan Yepez.
BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS — Signed G Saben
Lee to a two-way contract. Waived F Mi-
chael Foster Jr.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Announced run-
ning game coordinator Sean Kugler has
been fired. Signed WR Pharoah Cooper
and S Julu Hughes to the practice squad.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Designated S
Marcus Williams to return to practice
from injured reserve.

BUFFALO BILLS — Promoted DE Mike
Love and WR Tanner Gentry from the prac-
tice squad to the active roster.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Signed OT
Isaiah Prince to the practice squad.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Promoted LB Tak-
karist McKinely and OT Aviante Collins
from the practice squad to the active ros-
ter.

DETROIT LIONS — Promoted LB James
Houston and C Ross Pierschbacher from
the practice squad to the active roster.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Claimed OLB
Justin Hollins off waivers from Los An-
geles Rams. Waived RB Patrick Taylor.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Designated
LB K’Lavon Chaisson to return to practice
from injured reserve. Claimed RB Darrell
Henderson off waivers from Los Angeles
Rams. Waived G John Miller.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Placed RB Clyde
Edwards-Helaire on injured reserve. Rein-
stated OT Lucas Niang from injured re-
serve. Placed TE Jordan Franks on the
practice squad injured reserve.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Designated CB
Nate Hobbs to return to practice from in-
jured reserve.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Signed QB Case
Cookus and C Cole Toner to the practice
squad.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Singed DT Justin
Zimmer.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Designated DB
Bradley Roby to return to practice fromin-
jured reserve. Signed TE J.P. Holtz to the
practice squad.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Promoted OL Dev-
ery Hamilton, DBs Trenton Thompson and
Terrell Burgess and OL Korey Cunningham
from the practice squad to the active ros-
ter. Waived ILB Austin Calitro and OLB
Quincy Roche.

NEW YORK JETS — Designated OT
George Fant to return to practice from in-
jured reserve.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Signed CBMac
MccCain Il to the practice squad.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed RB
Master Teague and WR Ja’Marcus Bradley
to the practice squad. Released DL Renell
Wren from the practice squad.

WASHINGTON COMMANDERS — Desig-
nated QB Carson Wentz to return to prac-
tice from injured reserve.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ARIZONA COYOTES — Reinstated RW
Zack Kassian from injured reserve. Ac-
quired F Curtis Douglas from Toronto in
exchange for D Conor Timmins.

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Signed G
Pyotr Kochetkov to a four-year contract
extension.

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Reinstated D
Seth Jones from injured reserve.

COLORADO AVANLANCHE — Recalled C
Jayson Megna and LW Oskar Olausson
from Colorado (AHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Claimed G Mag-
nus Hellberg off waivers from Seattle.

MINNESOTA WILD — Acquired F Ryan
Reaves from New York Rangers in ex-
change for a 2025 fifth-round draft pick.

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Loaned C
Zach Sanford to Milwaukee (AHL).

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Recalled D Tyler
Wotherspoon from Utica (AHL).

ST. LOUIS BLUES — Returned D Tyler
Tucker to Springfield (AHL). Reinstated D
Robert Bortuzzo from injured reserve.

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS — Reassigned
LW Pavel Gogolev from Toronto (AHL) to
Newfoundland (ECHL).

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Reinstated
RW T.J. Oshie from injured reserve.

SOCCER

Major League Soccer
D.C. UNITED — Signed G Tyler Miller to a
two-year contract.
ORLANDO CITY SC — Signed M Mauricio
Pereyra to a two-year contract using tar-
geted allocation money (TAM).
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WORLD CUP
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Christian Pulisic of the United States is one of the American Premier League players with whom England is
familiar. He will be a point of focus for England’s defense.

England wary of underdog
US coming ‘full throttle’

By JAmESs Rossoon
Associated Press

DOHA, Qatar — England
scored six goals in its opening
World Cup game against Iran, but
it was the two it conceded that
concern coach Gareth Southgate
and provide hope for the United
States.

“By the end we looked sloppy,”
said Southgate of the 6-2 win over
Iran on Monday. He also warned
the U.S. would be coming “full-
throttle” in Friday’s Group B
match.

The tournament has already
produced some shocking results,
including Saudi Arabia’s win
against Argentina and Japan’s up-
set of Germany.

A win for the U.S. over England
would not be on the scale of Saudi
Arabia’s win — but Gregg Berhal-
ter’s team is undoubtedly the un-
derdog against one of the tourna-
ment favorites.

The two goals conceded against
Iran gave Southgate something to
focus on in an otherwise encou-
raging performance.

His message to the players has
been clear: They will need to be
better against the U.S. team that
tied 1-1 with Wales in its opening
group game.

“They’re a top nation with a lot
of top players who have played in
the Premier League and who
we’ve come up against,” said En-
gland goalkeeper Jordan Pick-
ford. “But it’s about us as a squad
being 100%. It’s about us taking
the result from Iran and going into
the U.S. game positive.”

One of those Premier League
players is Chelsea winger Chris-

ALESSANDRA TARANTINO/AP

Bukayo Saka celebrates one of his two goals in the opener against
Iran. The United States will have to contain an England attack that was
ruthless in that match before it turned sloppy.

Group B
United States vs. England
AFN-Sports
7:45 p.m. Friday CET
3:45 a.m. Saturday JKT

tian Pulisic, a point of focus for
England’s defense.

“He’s good with both feet, very
clinical,” Pickford said. “We’ve
got to be wary of him.”

A win for England would see it
qualify for the round of 16 with a
game still to play — but the fate of
Lionel Messi and Argentina is
proof nothing can be taken for
granted.

“It’s what World Cup football is
all about,” said Pickford. “There
are going to be surprises.”

U.S. goalkeeper Matt Turner is
predicting more of them at the
World Cup.

“You see that the world of foot-
ball is levelling out in a lot of
ways,” he said. “Teams have

game plans. Teams have been in-
vesting in their youth academies
over a number of years.”

“I think the message is when
you have one team that’s bought
into the same message, you can
beat anyone on any given day.”

The U.S. famously beat En-
gland 1-0 in the 1950 World Cup
and the teams tied 1-1 in 2010.

If the U.S. is to produce the lat-
est surprise of this year’s tourna-
ment, it will have to contain an En-
gland attack that was ruthless in
the match against Iran, which fea-
tured two goals by Bukayo Saka.

“I think it’s pretty clear he’s one
of the young stars of world foot-
ball,” said his Arsenal teammate
Turner. “He’s a top, top player
and you don’t need me to tell any-
body on our team how much of a
threat that he poses in the game.
He’s scoring goals in a variety of
ways. He’s really developed, ma-
tured.”

World Cup GROUPE
FIRST ROUND W L T GF GA Pts
(\;I\':Ol:.P AT GF GA Pt Spain ! 0 ! 0 3
S Japan 100 2 1 3
Ecuador 1 0 O 2 0 3 Germany 0 1 0 1 2 0
Netherlands 1 0 0 2 0 3 CostaRica 0 1 0 0 7 0
Senegal 010 0 2 0 Wednesday, Nov. 23
Qatar 0 1 0 0 2 o0 Japan 2,Germany 1
Spain 7, Costa Rica 0
Ecuador 2 Su't“'ag' Nov.20 P Sunday, Nov. 27
Ccuador 2, gneﬁ'ay Nov. 21 Japan vs. Costa Rica
M ° Spain vs. German
Netherlands 2, Senegal 0 Thursday, Dec. 1
Friday, Nov. 25 . 4
Qatar vs. Senegal é%psatlg Kiséas ’\)/glréermany
Netherlands vs. Ecuador :
Netherl Juesdoay%Nov.zs GROUP F
etherlands vs. Qatar
Ecuador vs. Senegal W L T GF GA Pts
GROUP B Belgium 1 0 O 1 0 3
w T GF GA Pts Croatia 0 0 1 0o o0 1
fomd 100 o 23 Moo 004 o0
United States 0 0 1 1 1 1
Wales 0 0 1 1 1 1 Wednesday, Nov. 23
| 0 1 0 2 6 0 Morocco 0, Croatia 0
ran Belgium 1, Canada 0
Monday, Nov. 21 Sunday, Nov. 27
England 6, Iran 2 Belgium vs. Morocco
United States 1, Wales 1 Croatia vs. Canada
Friday, Nov. 25 Thursday, Dec. 1
Wales vs. Iran Croatia vs. Belgium
England vs_i_Uni'aed S;‘ates29 Canada vs. Morocco
uesday, Nov.
Wales vs. England GROUP G
Iran vs. United States W L T GF GA Pts
GROUP C Switzerland 100 1 0 3
w T GF GA Pts prazj| 000 0 0 O
Saudi Arabia 1 00 2 1 3 Serbia 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mexico 0 0 1 0 0 1 Cameroon 0 1 0 0 1 0
Poland_ 0 0 1 0 0 1 Thursday, Nov. 24
Argentina 01 o0 1 2 0 Switzerland 1, Cameroon 0
Brazil vs. Serbia
) Tuesday, Nov. 22 Monday, Nov. 28
Saud_l Arabia 2, Argentina 1 Cameroon vs. Serbia
Mexico 0, Poland 0 Brazil vs. Switzerland
Saturday, Nov. 26 Friday, Dec. 2
20|am€,VS- saul\lljll Arabia Cameroon vs. Brazil
rgentina vs. Mexico i i
g Wednesday, Nov. 30 Serbia vs. Switzerland
Poland vs. Argentina GROUPH
Saudi Arabia vs. Mexico w T GF GA Pts
GROUP D Port | 1 0 O 3 2 3
ortugal
w T GF GA Pts  quay 001 0 0 1
France 1 0 4 1 3 SouthKorea 0 0 1 0 o0 1
Tunisia 0 0 1 0 0 1 Ghana 0 1 0 2 3 0
Denmark 0 0 1 0 0 1
. Thursday, Nov. 24
Australia 0 10 1 4 0 Uruguay 0, South Korea 0
Tuesday, Nov. 22 Portugal 3, Ghana 2

Denmark 0, Tunisia 0
France 4, Australia 1
Saturday, Nov. 26

Tunisia vs. Australia

France vs. Denmark
Wednesday, Nov. 30

Tunisia vs. France

Australia vs. Denmark

Monday, Nov. 28
South Korea vs. Ghana
Portugal vs. Urugua;
Friday, Dec. 2
South Korea vs. Portugal
Ghana vs. Uruguay

Second Round
Dec. 3-Dec. 6

Dutch not expected to
make protest gesture

Associated Press

DOHA, Qatar — The Nether-
lands is not expected to emulate
Germany by making a gesture to
protest host nation Qatar’s human
rights record before Friday’s
World Cup game against Ecuador.

Germany’s players covered
their mouths for the team photo
ahead of their match against Ja-
pan on Wednesday to protest
against FIFA forits clampdown on
the “One Love” armbands. Seven
European teams, including the
Netherlands and Germany, had
planned to wear the item in a move
seen as a rebuke to Qatar.

Qatar has been criticized for its
laws against homosexuality as
well as its treatment of migrant
workers, who were needed to
build stadiums, metro lines, roads
and hotels.

Netherlands defender Denzel
Dumfries said the players won’t
do anything on the field Friday be-
cause they feel they have done

enough after meeting some mi-
grant workers directly.

The exact number of migrant
workers who have died or were in-
jured working in often extreme
heat on projects since FIFA
picked Qatar as World Cup host in
December 2010 is unclear.

Netherlands coach Louis van
Gaal said the Dutch team will take
no further action.

“Because we put a full stop be-
hind all the political issues (last)
Thursday when we invited the mi-
grants and we have this purpose,”
Van Gaal said through an inter-
preter.

Van Gaal was asked if he
thought the German team would
be affected on the field by their po-
litical gesture. The four-time
World Cup champions lost to Ja-
pan 2-1 in their opening match.

“Thatis the question. That is the
question,” Van Gaal said. “I don’t
want to take that risk. We’re here
to become world champions.”
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Mexico G Ochoa
says he wants

more In

By ANNE M. PETERSON
Associated Press

DOHA, Qatar — With a post-
game hug, Robert Lewandowski
paid respect where it was due.
Guillermo Ochoa had done it
again at the World Cup.

Mexico’s stalwart goalkeeper
stopped Lewandowski, one of the
game’s best strikers, on a second-
half penalty kick that preserved a
scoreless draw between E1 Tri and
Poland.

A loss in the match would have
dealt a blow to Mexico’s bid for an
eighth straight trip to the World
Cup’s knockout rounds. Ochoa, 37,
is making his fifth consecutive ap-
pearance in soccer’s biggest tour-
nament, joining an exclusive club
that includes Lionel Messi and
Cristiano Ronaldo.

But it wasn’t the first time the
seemingly ageless goalkeeper
with unruly hair had come up big
in the World Cup.

Back in 2014, the player widely
known by his nickname Memo
made six saves in the scoreless
draw with Brazil, which was
among the favorites as the tourna-
ment’s host.

He denied Brazilian stars Ney-
mar and Thiago Silva on close-in
headers and afterward called it
the “game of a lifetime.”

In Russia four years ago, he had
nine saves in Mexico’s 1-0 victory
over defending champion Germa-
ny in the group opener.

“When we need Memo, he al-
ways shows up,” defender Jorge
Sanchez said.

Qatar could be Ochoa’s final
World Cup and he desperately
wants to advance past the round of

5th Gup

Group C
Argentina vs. Mexico
AFN-Sports
8 p.m. Saturday CET
4 a.m. Sunday JKT

16 and play in an elusive “quinto
partido” — a fifth game. It’s some-
thing that has eluded El Tri since
Mexico hosted the 1986 tourna-
ment.

“There have been great players
in history who never had a chance
to play at a World Cup, so for me to
have the chance to play five is
wonderful, amazing,” Ochoa said.
“But, of course, I want this World
Cup to be very different and to be
the best of all time for Mexico.”

Within moments after Tues-
day’s draw, memes spread on so-
cial media depicting Ochoa as a
brick wall, Superman, Neo in the
Matrix movies and even Jesus.

But Ochoa, who plays for Club
América in Mexico’s Liga MX,
pointed afterward to preparation,
not heroics.

“We work on that these two
weeks, or maybe a month, with
goalkeeper coach Gustavo Pinero.
But it’s always difficult when you
watch the video of Lewandowski’s
penalties, it’s complicated be-
cause you watch more than 1S to
20 penalties, so you never know
which side to choose,” Ochoa said.
“At the end I’'m happy to save the
penalty. He’s a great striker.”

Ochoa started his career with
Club América at 18 and played
there for seven years before
bouncing around Europe with
teams in France, Spain and Belgi-
um. He wound up back with Club
América in 2019.

THEmBA HADEBE/AP

Mexico goalkeeper Guillermo Ochoa blocks a penalty kick by Poland’s
Robert Lewandowski during their Group C match Tuesday at the
World Cup in Doha, Qatar. The game ended in a scoreless draw.

NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 20 17 3 0 34 82 45
Toronto 2111 5 5 27 61 55
Detroit 19 10 5 4 24 62 58
TampaBay 19 11 7 1 23 64 61
Florida 2010 8 2 22 69 66
Montreal 20 10 9 1 21 62 71
Buffalo 20 911 0 18 75 70
Ottawa 19 6 12 1 13 58 68
Metropolitan Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
NewJersey 2016 4 0 32 74 46
N.Y.Islanders 21 13 8 0 26 69 55
Carolina 2010 6 4 24 56 56
N.Y.Rangers 21 10 7 4 24 63 58
Pittsburgh 20 10 7 3 23 72 65
Philadelphia 20 7 8 5 19 50 65
Washington 21 8 10 3 19 58 69
Columbus 19 711 1 15 56 81
Western Conference
Central Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Dallas 2012 5 3 27 79 56
Colorado 18 11 6 1 23 64 46
Winnipeg 1811 6 1 23 51 47
St. Louis 1910 9 0 20 55 65
Minnesota 19 9 8 2 20 55 55
Nashville 20 9 9 2 20 53 65
Arizona 18 7 9 2 16 48 62
Chicago 19 610 3 15 48 68
Pacific Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 21 16 4 1 33 77 52
Seattle 1911 5 3 25 66 54
Los Angeles 22 11 9 2 24 70 76
Calgary 19 9 7 3 21 59 62
Edmonton 20 10 10 0 20 66 72
Vancouver 20 7 10 3 17 70 79
San Jose 22 712 3 17 67 80

Anaheim 20 6 13 1 13 53 84

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Wednesday’s games

Detroit 3, Nashville 0

Buffalo 6, St. Louis 2

Arizona 4, Carolina 0
Montreal 3, Columbus 1
Florida 5, Boston 2
Minnesota 6, Winnipeg 1
Toronto 2, New Jersey 1
Pittsburgh 2, Calgary 1, SO
Washington 3, Philadelphia 2, OT
N.Y. Islanders 3, Edmonton 0
Dallas 6, Chicago 4

Anaheim 3, N.Y. Rangers 2
Seattle 8, San Jose 5
Vancouver 4, Colorado 3
Vegas 4, Ottawa 1

Thursday’s games

No games scheduled
Friday’s games

Carolina at Boston
Calgary at Washington
Colorado at Nashville
Montreal at Chicago
Toronto at Minnesota
Ottawa at Anaheim
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia
Arizona at Detroit

N.Y. Islanders at Columbus
New Jersey at Buffalo
Seattle at Vegas

St. Louis at Tampa Bay
Winnipeg at Dallas

Los Angeles at San Jose

Saturday’s games

Edmonton at N.Y. Rangers

Calgary at Carolina

St. Louis at Florida

Toronto at Pittsburgh

Washington at New Jersey

Philadelphia at N.Y. Islanders

Columbus at Nashville

Dallas at Colorado

Vancouver at Vegas
Sunday’s games

Arizona at Minnesota
Winnipeg at Chicago
Seattle at Anaheim
Vancouver at San Jose
Ottawa at Los Angeles

Monday’s games

New Jersey at N.Y. Rangers

Tampa Bay at Buffalo

Toronto at Detroit

Vegas at Columbus

Dallas at St. Louis

Florida at Edmonton
Tuesday’s games

Carolina at Pittsburgh

San Jose at Montreal

Tampa Bay at Boston

N.Y. Islanders at Philadelphia
Anaheim at Nashville
Colorado at Winnipeg
Florida at Calgary
Washington at Vancouver
Seattle at Los Angeles

ApAm HUNGER/AP

Toronto Maple Leafs goaltender Matt Murray made 34 saves during
Wednesday’s 2-1 victory over the New Jersey Devils in Newark, N.J.

Leaifs halt Devils’
win streak at 13

By Tom CANAVAN
Associated Press

NEWARK,N.J.—The New Jer-
sey Devils’ franchise record-tying
13-game winning streak came to
an ugly end.

Real ugly.

Matt Murray made 34 saves and
the Toronto Maple Leafs beat the
Devils 2-1 Wednesday night in a
game in which New Jersey had
three goals disallowed. The final
disallowed goal resulted in fans
pelting the ice with debris, causing
play to be stopped for more than
five minutes.

“Nobody feels good. I don’t feel
good,” said Devils coach Lindy
Ruff, whose team also hit two goal-
posts. “I don’t like the feeling. I
don’t like the losing; I know it’s
been a while, but you don’t want
that feeling. Now you gotta get
over that and get ready for your
next game.”

While the Maple Leafs enjoyed
their seventh win in 11 games (7-
1-3) and the goals by John Tavares
and Pontus Holmberg, they were
miffed about the debris, including
cans of beer, that whizzed by their
heads.

“You take cover,” said Toronto
coach Sheldon Keefe, whose team
briefly went to the locker room.
“It’s all you can do. I've been
through that experience a few oth-
ertimes... but I feltlike it could get
dangerous.”

Thethree overturned goalsriled
the sellout crowd at the Prudential
Center, but the calls appeared cor-
rect.

Goals by Nate Bastian and Da-
mon Severson waved offin the first
and second periods, respectively,
for goaltender interference. A
short-handed tally by Erik Haula
was overruled by officials because
hekickedthe puckintothenet. The
fact the puck hit off the skate of a
Leafsplayer didn’t alter the ruling.

Haula skated onto the ice to try
to get the fans to stop tossing de-
bris.

“I don’t care if I get a beer spilt

on me but I got gear on. There’s
other people there and you’d hate
to see somebody get knocked with
something in the head,” said Hau-
la, whoadded he was hitby a chick-
en finger.

Toronto became the firstteam to
beat the Devils (16-4) since Wash-
ington on Oct. 24.

“We needed to get a win here to-
day,nomatter who we’re playing,”
Keefe said. “I mean, that’s a tre-
mendous hockey team over there.
And they deserve everything that
they’ve gotten here to date. ... This
is a character win for our team.”

Dougie Hamilton scored on a
tip-in with 5:08 to play, bringing
the Prudential Center crowd into
the game.

Murray made a half-dozen
saves in the final minutes, stop-
ping Jesper Bratt, Jack Hughes
and Nico Hischier twice on good
chances.

“At the end of the game, it was
gritty,” Murray said.

The Devils’ winning streak tied
for the fifth-longestin NHL history
and was four games shy of the rec-
ord set by Mario Lemieux and the
Pittsburgh Penguins in 1993. New
Jersey’s other 13-game run was in
2001.

“It’s definitely frustrating,
100%, but nothing we can do,” His-
chier said. “Refs make the call and
there’s nothing that’s going to
change it, so we got to stick with it

Murray was outstanding, par-
ticularly in the final 40 minutes,
stopping 29 of 30 shots.

Mitch Marner set up Tavares’
12th goal of the season, outworking
Hamilton and Jonas Siegenthaler
along the boards and behind the
net and finding the Leafs captain
in front, where he beat Vitek Vane-
cek at11:41.

Less than three minutes later,
Leafs defenseman Rasmus Sandin
closed from the point to keep the
puck in the Devils zone. It slid to
Holmberg, who scored his first
NHL goal at 14:03.
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AROUND THE NBA

As first quarter ends,
the contenders emerge

By Tim REYNOLDS
Associated Press

Miami Heat President Pat Riley
has a longstanding belief: After 20
games, a team knows its identity.

He’s right. And after 20 games,
title contenders are usually known
as well.

Think of this as the end of the
season’s first quarter. That’s basi-
cally where the NBA is right now,
with teams starting to approach
the 20-game mark. There’s much
basketball left to be played, but 20
games has proven — almost with-
out fail — to be more than enough
of a sample size when determining
which teams have a legitimate
shot at a championship.

The numbers show it. The
teams know it, too.

“We look at 20 games,” Phoenix
coach Monty Williams said. “It
can get stretched out a bit if you
have injuries, but for the most
part, your identity and who you
are is pretty much set. You've
gone through the league to a de-
gree. ... You kind of have an idea of
who you are, where you need to
improve, your strengths from a
numbers standpoint, and then the
players pretty much have an idea
of what kind of team you’re going
to be.”

In 2005-06, Miami had the
league’s 13th-best record through
20 games; the Heat were just 10-
10, though few knew at the time
Riley was about to return as
coach. In 1997-98, Chicago — then
winners of five of the league’s last
seven titles— was 11th-best in the
NBA through 20 games; the Bulls
looked bored and were 12-8.

Those are the only two instanc-
es of an eventual NBA champion
not being in the top 10 in terms of
record that deep into a season. (In
fairness, there were a few seasons
without 10 teams back in the early
days, but play along.)

That’s bad news for a lot of
teams right now.

Each of the last 16 champions
have had no worse than the fifth-
best record through 20 games.

Golden State last season, best
record through 20 games. The
2018-19 Toronto Raptors and 2019-
20 Los Angeles Lakers, best rec-
ord through 20 games. The 2014-
15 and 2016-17 Warriors, best rec-
ord through 20 games.

They all won titles.

That’s good news for the Boston
Celtics, who are well on their way
to having the best record in the
NBA at the 20-game mark this sea-
son. That’s not great news for the
Warriors, who are 9-10 and 11th in

MaRry ScHWALM/AP

Celtics forward Jayson Tatum reacts on Wednesday against the Dallas
Mavericks. Tatum had 37 points and 13 rebounds in Boston’s victory.

the West—but are still well within
striking distance of everyone.
That’s also not great news for the
Heat, who finished with the best
regular-season record in the East-
ern Conference last season and
are 8-11 now with a slew of key
players hurt.

“We need to figure out what it’s
going to take to win and figure out
what everybody needs to do dif-
ferently, more consistently,”
Golden State guard Stephen Cur-
ry said. “Forget the road record,
you can’t even find a sustainable
period of success when habits
start to form and we’re in a posi-
tion where we’re feeling good
about ourselves. We’re still
searching and chasing a little bit.”

The Celtics aren’t chasing.
They’re among those being
chased. The team with the best
record through 20 games has won
the title 34 times in the league’s
first 76 seasons.

“You have to be able to make
each other better whether you
have the ball or not,” said Celtics
interim coach Joe Mazzulla, who
in the span of less than two months
has gone from being an assistant
coach, to the person in charge af-
ter the Ime Udoka suspension, to
the coach of a team that’s a popu-
lar pick to win the NBA title. “And
our guys are bought into making
each other better if they have the
ball or not. It’s cool to watch.”

The Celtics should be the first
team not to write off anyone. They
were 10-10 through 20 games last
season and wound up in the NBA

Finals, where they fell to Golden
State in six games.

Besides, rallies from near the
middle to the top have happened
before.

The 2002-03 San Antonio Spurs
were ninth-best after 20 games;
the 1998-99 Spurs were eighth-
best, and both those clubs went on
to win titles. During Michael Jor-
dan’s first championship season,
1990-91, the Bulls were 10th in the
league after 20 games.

And in the NBA’s initial two sea-
sons, the first two champions got
off to slow starts. The 1946-47 Phi-
ladelphia Warriors were fifth-best
out of 11 teams through 20 games;
a year later, the Baltimore Bulls
were fourth-best out of eight
teams.

And this year, let’s face it, medi-
ocrity reigns. It’s still early. Not
enough time has passed for
anyone to truly separate them-
selves. A five-game winning
streak could send some clubs
vaulting up the standings. A five-
game slide could send some teams
into a freefall.

So, maybe this will be the season
when a team can buck the trend,
shake off a slower-than-anticipat-
ed start and become a contender
after all.

But in games, the team that
leads after the first quarter usual-
ly wins.

In seasons, it tends to go the
same way. And the first quarter is
about to end. If a team is going to
get into the race, this would be a
good time to get into gear.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

w L Pct GB
Boston 14 4 778 -
New York 9 9 .500 5
Philadelphia 9 9 .500 5
Toronto 9 9 .500 5
Brooklyn 9 0 .474 5%

Southeast Division
w L Pct GB

Atlanta 11 7 611 -
Washington 10 8 .556 1
Miami 8 11 421 3%
Orlando 5 13 .278 6
Charlotte 5 14 263 6%
Central Division

W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 12 5 .706 -
Cleveland 12 6 .667 173
Indiana 10 7 .588 2
Chicago 8 10 444 4%
Detroit 5 15 .250 8%

Western Conference
Southwest Division

w L Pct GB

New Orleans 11 7 611 -
Memphis 10 8 .556 1
Dallas 9 8.2 1%
San Antonio 6 13 316 5%
Houston 3 14 .176 72
Northwest Division

w L Pct GB
Denver 11 7 611 -
Utah 12 8 .600 -
Minnesota 10 8 .556 1
Portland 10 8 .556 1
Oklahoma City 7 11 .389 4

Pacific Division

W L Pct GB
Phoenix 11 6 .647 —
Sacramento 10 7 .588 1
L.A. Clippers 11 8 .579 1
Golden State 9 10 474 3
L.A. Lakers 5 11 .313 5%

Tuesday’s games

Philadelphia 115, Brooklyn 106
Sacramento 113, Memphis 109
Detroit 110, Denver 108
Phoenix 115, L.A. Lakers 105

Wednesday’s games

Cleveland 114, Portland 96
Charlotte 107, Philadelphia 101
Minnesota 115, Indiana 101
Brooklyn 112, Toronto 98

Atlanta 115, Sacramento 106
Boston 125, Dallas 112

Miami 113, Washlngton 105

New Orleans 129, San Antonio 110
Chicago 118, Milwaukee 113
Denver 131, Oklahoma City 126, OT
Detroit 125, Utah 116

Golden State 124, L.A. Clippers 107

Thursday’s games
No games scheduled
Friday’s games

Minnesota at Charlotte
Philadelphia at Orlando
Portland at New York
Atlanta at Houston
Brooklyn at Indiana
Chicago at Oklahoma City
Cleveland at Milwaukee
L.A. Lakers at San Antonio
New Orleans at Memphis
Sacramento at Boston
Washington at Miami
Detroit at Phoenix

Utah at Golden State
Denver at L.A. Clippers

Saturday’s games

Dallas at Toronto

L.A. Lakers at San Antonio
Oklahoma City at Houston
Utah at Phoenix

Sunday’s games

Portland at Brooklyn

Golden State at Minnesota
Indiana at L.A. Clippers
Miami at Atlanta
Washington at Boston
Cleveland at Detroit
Memphis at New York Knicks
Phildelphia at Orlando
Dallas at Milwaukee

Rebounding leaders

Through Wednesday
G OFF DEFTOTAVG

Davis, LAL 15 51 138 189126
Gobert, MIN 16 63 138 201 12.6
Capela, ATL 18 76 138 21411.9
Antetoknmpo, MIL 14 25 137 162 11.6
Vucevic, CHI 18 44 161 20511.4

Nick Wass/AP

Carson Wentz is back practicing
with the Commanders only
without his old role as starting
quarterback.

QB Wentz
practices,
just not as
the starter

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

ASHBURN, Va. — Carson
Wentz is back practicing with the
Washington Commanders.

Just not as their starting quar-
terback.

Wentz returned to the practice
field Wednesday and was desig-
nated to return from injured re-
serve, but he’s set to watch Sun-
day as Taylor Heinicke makes a
sixth consecutive start when the
Commanders host the Atlanta
Falcons.

Coach Ron Rivera selected
Heinicke as the starter even pend-
ing Wentz’s return because Wash-
ington is 4-1 since the QB change.

“We had a pretty brief conver-
sation, pretty to the point,” Wentz
said of Rivera delivering the
news. “And it was fine. I get it. I
get it. It’s part of the business and
I totally understand where we’re
at as a team and everything else.
Obviously as a competitor you
want to be out there.”

Wentz isn’t even expected to be
in uniform as Heinicke’s backup
this weekend. That job remains
with rookie Sam Howell, accord-
ing to Rivera, who would not com-
mit to Wentz’s role moving for-
ward.

“We’ll take it one game at a
time,” Rivera said. “Right now it’s
to see how he looks back in team
settings. We have him doing some
stuff off to the side, then we bring
him in and get him involved in
some of the other stuff that we’re
doing.”

Wentz broke the ring finger on
his right, throwing hand Oct. 13 in
a victory at Chicago and under-
went surgery to repair it the fol-
lowing week. The 29-year-old said
physically he feels good, and his
passes in practice had some zip on
them.



Friday, November 25, 2022

e STARS AND STRIPES °

SRR IRE ]

Pace 45

NFL

A9ers

By Josa DuBow
Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — The
San Francisco 49ers defense got
humbled a bit by Patrick Ma-
homes and the Kansas City Chiefs
last month.

Since then, it has been back to
the unit’s usual dominance — es-
pecially in the second half.

The Niners have put together
three straight defensive master-
pieces to move into a tie for first
place in the NFC West, pitching
second-half shutouts against the
Rams, Chargers and Cardinals.

“Guys have done a great job in
the second half of being where
they’re supposed to be, making
the plays that they’re supposed to
make,” defensive coordinator De-
Meco Ryans said Wednesday.
“They’re doing an outstanding
job. Ican’t give those guys enough
credit. If you want to win games,
you have to close it out in the sec-
ond half. They’ve done that for
three weeks.”

defense back to dominant ways

New Orleans Saints (4-7)
at San Francisco 49ers (6-4)
AFN-Sports
10:25 p.m. Sunday CET
6:25 a.m. Monday JKT

yards per play.

“That’s just a product of execu-
tion,” linebacker Fred Warner
said. “The more energy being
brought because you’re making
more plays and the whole team
feeds off of that. So we just got to
continue to be hard on ourselves.”

The 49ers defense has playmak-
ers on all three levels with Bosa
spearheading the pass rush with
10Y2 sacks, Warner and Dre
Greenlaw patrolling the middle of
the field at linebacker and a much-
improved secondary with corner-
back Charvarius Ward, emerging
big-play safety Talanoa Hufanga
and the return of the reliable Jim-
mie Ward from injury.

Now Ryans wants to see his de-
fense put it all together for a full
game and avoid the breakdowns

It’s a far cry from what hap-
pened back in Week 7 against
Kansas City, when the Chiefs
scored TDs on the first four drives
of the second half in a 44-23 win at
Levi’s Stadium.

But San Francisco (6-4) has got-
ten healthier since then and taken
advantage of an easier slate of op-
ponents.

The Niners surrendered a few
big plays in the first halves of

FERNANDO LLANO/AP

49ers defensive end Nick Bosa, left, sacks Cardinals quarterback Colt McCoy during the first half on
Monday. San Francisco has not allowed a point in the second half in three straight games.

those three wins, but Ryans’ unit
has made the necessary changes
to make sure that doesn’t happen
in the second half.

“He’s amazing,” defensive end
Nick Bosa said about Ryans. “He
knows when to make the right
calls. I don’t think he’ll be here

much longer, unfortunately, if he
wants a head job somewhere. But
three second-half shutouts in a
row is winning football, and if we
can keep that up, then with our of-
fense we’re going to be a tough
team to beat.”

This marks just the third time

since at least 1991 that the Niners
have shut out three straight oppo-
nents in the second half, doing it
on the way to the Super Bowl in
2019 and 1991.

They have allowed just 242
yards after halftime in those
games for an average of only 3.1

that have led to a few big plays in
the first half the last three games.

“We’re thinking about just play-
ing clean football,” he said. “Real-
ly the emphasis is how do we do
this in the first half. Can we not
give up the bonehead play in the
first half to even allow teams to be
in position to have to shut them out
in the second half? The mindset is
can we go out and play our best for
the entire game?”

Milestone highlights Andrews’ return for Ravens

By NoaAH TRISTER
Associated Press

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — Mark Andrews
surpassed 4,000 yards receiving for his ca-
reer last weekend. He downplayed the ac-
complishment — but Baltimore Ravens
teammate Calais Campbell was happy tore-
flect oniit.

“I think that was pretty cool. He’s going to
hit a lot more milestones, though,” said
Campbell, a defensive lineman. “He’s a
great player, and as long as he stays healthy,
he’s on his way to getting a gold jacket.”

Lately, health has in fact been an issue for
Andrews, but he played almost every offen-
sive snap in the Ravens’ 13-3 win over Car-
olina. He finished with six catches for 63
yards, not a spectacular game but a sign he
has a chance to give Baltimore his usual lev-
el of production down the stretch.

Andrews is coming off the best season of
his career in 2021 — 107 catches for 1,361
yards and an All-Pro nod. If anything, he
might be even more important to the Balti-
more offense this year.

After trading receiver Marquise Brown
in the offseason, the Ravens have lost Rash-
od Bateman to a foot injury. Running backs
J.K. Dobbins and Gus Edwards have also
missed time. Aside from Andrews, there’s a
lack of elite, healthy talent for quarterback
Lamar Jackson to give the ball to, and it’s
starting to show. Baltimore hasn’t scored
more than 27 points since Week 3, and the

Nick Wass/AP

Ravens tight end Mark Andrews surpassed 4,000 yards receiving for his career. He had
his best season last year but might be more important to the offense this season.

Ravens were held to a season low in scoring
by the Panthers.

Andrews was held without a catch in an
Oct. 23 winover Cleveland and managed on-
ly three receptions the following week at
Tampa Bay. Then he was inactive when the
Ravens beat New Orleans.

Baltimore’s open date gave him some
more time to recover from the knee and
shoulderissues he’s dealt with, and he was a
key target for Jackson last weekend. He said
he was feeling “great” when he talked to re-
porters Wednesday.

“I think every phase has helped us win a

game at some point,” he said. “Special teams
(and) defense are absolutely balling out, and
offensively, we’ve had some really good
games. So, I just think we need to bring it to-
gether, all play together, and the sky is the
limit.”

Drafted in the third round in 2018 — the
same year the Ravens took Jackson in the
first — Andrews has 4,017 yards in his ca-
reer, good for third on the team’s receiving
list behind Derrick Mason (5,777) and Todd
Heap (5,492). He madeit clear he has bigger
concerns than his most recent milestone.

“It’s cool,” Andrews said. “It’s a cool rec-
ognition, but I’'m just worried about winning
(and) this team, and it’s a long road ahead.”

Campbell, on the other hand, can abso-
lutely appreciate it. He’s closing in on his
own mark — he’s two sacks shy of 100 —and
it’s a treat when a teammate accomplishes
something special.

“He doesn’t care that much. It’s just,
‘Keep playing football, let’s have some fun,
let’s win some ballgames,”” Campbell said.
“So, I think it’s good for the rest of us to kind
of like take a moment and be like, ‘You’re a
beast. Much respect.””

Notes: Jackson did not practice Wednes-
day because of a hip issue, but coach John
Harbaugh said he’ll play this weekend at
Jacksonville. ... Edwards (hamstring/knee)
was limited, and S Kyle Hamilton (knee)
and T Ronnie Stanley (ankle) did not partici-
pate.
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Transtfer portal puts more
value on early tourneys

By AArRON BEARD
Associated Press

PARADISE ISLAND, Bahamas
— North Carolina State coach Ke-
vin Keatts knows he needs to work
fast to bring along a team that add-
ed four transfers this season in key
roles.

For coaches across college bas-
ketball in the transfer-portal era,
playing in an early season tourna-
ment offers a boost in finding the
right rotations, establishing roles
and forging a team’s identity.
Those chances have come this
week with holiday events like the
Maui Invitational and the Phil
Knight tournaments in Oregon.

For Keatts, it’s the Battle 4 At-
lantis in the Bahamas, which
opened Wednesday with No. 3
Kansas, No. 22 Tennessee, Wis-
consin, Southern California, Day-
ton, BYU and Butler.

“For us, it’s trying to figure out,
‘All right, where do we go from
here? What steps?’” Keatts said
Tuesday. “Obviously with trans-
fers, you’re trying to get as much
chemistry as you can. And it’s re-
ally hard to do it in practice situa-
tions. So you’re kind of thrown into
the fire of the game.”

It’s a challenge facing coaches
across the sport, first in the offsea-
son with issues of roster manage-
ment as players come and go while
putting their names in the portal.

From there, it’s about fully inte-
grating those players and building
cohesion.

“That’s the world of transfers,”
Massachusetts coach Frank Mar-
tin said last week before winning
the Myrtle Beach Invitational.
“That’s the hardest thing we as
coaches deal with. Everyone’s
brand new. The beginning of the
season, it’s a get-to-know ceremo-
ny for lack of a better word.”

Kansas coach Bill Self sees it,
too. His reigning national cham-
pions brought in 6-foot-6 wing Ke-
vin McCullar from Texas Tech,
and McCullar has started all five
games for the Jayhawks, includ-
ing Wednesday’s Atlantis opener
against N.C. State.

“Whether it be transfers or in-
coming freshmen, I think that a lot
of people get a false sense that you
can actually become a team a heck
of a lot earlier in the season than
you actually can,” said Self, who
made his season debut on the
bench Wednesday after serving a
four-game suspension tied to an
NCAA infractions case.

“There’s not one team here yet.
Everybody will become a team at
some point in time this season, but
it usually doesn’t happen in early
November. We didn’t become a
team last year until February.”

That’s why Dayton coach An-

DARRON CumMINGS/AP

Kansas guard Kevin McCullar has started all five games for the
Jayhawks in his first year after coming over from Texas Tech.

“The beginning
of the season,

it's a get-to-know
ceremony for
lack of a better
word.”

Frank Martin
Massachusetts coach

thony Grant, who brought in for-
ward Tyrone Baker from Georgia,
says teams are “still in that discov-
ery stage.”

These tournaments have long
been part of the early stages of
forging a team’s identity, though it
was typically with new recruits
joining returning veterans. Now,
though, there’s far more roster
turnover and upheaval with
players able to move freely from
school to school. And that means
even experienced players are still
learning their way at new pro-
grams.

It takes months of pickup games
for new players to understand how
their teammates play, down to
precisely where they want the ball
thrown for a catch-and-shoot call.
Or along series of practice reps to
better understand new systems
and terminologies.

But ultimately, nothing pushes
that forward more than playing in
full arenas with national TV
broadcasts. And at the Atlantis re-
sort, that means three games in
three potentially revealing days.

“They’re necessary because
there’s areally important set of da-
ta points that you need,” BYU
coach Mark Pope said. “So many

more programs are dealing with
new rosters and new Kkinds of fits.
Sokind of this race towards under-
standing your team is even big-
ger.”

Rudi Williams played last sea-
son at Coastal Carolina and also
had stops at Kansas State and
Northeastern Oklahoma A&M
dating to the 2018-19 season. Now
he’s starting for Pope’s Cougars.

“It takes time, and you have to
understand that,” he said. “So far,
I’ve been understanding that real-
ly well because I’'m an older guy
and this is not my first time mov-
ing around. So I understand
there’s going to be some rough
patches with a new team, new set-
ting, new style, new pace —all that
stuff.”

Eric Hunter Jr. has seen those
challenges now that he’s moved to
Butler, which is in the first season
of a second stint under veteran
coach Thad Matta. The Purdue
graduate transfer joins former
N.C. State big man Manny Bates
and Georgia State transfer Jalen
Thomas — who has yet to play
while being treated for a pulmon-
ary embolism — as new additions.

“I think a big part of this move,
this transfer for me, was being
able to have patience,” Hunter
said. “Because you kind of make a
decision like that to go get results.
It’s just the natural human aspect
of that. Just know it’s just like ev-
erything else — you’ve got to have
patience.”

That applies for coaches and
fans alike.

“I would say this tournament is
a big deal because it helps you
grow as a team with the transfers,”
Williams said, adding: “When we
come back from this trip, we’ll
know if we got better or we’ll know
what we have to work on.”

—

DARRON CumMINGS/AP

Running back Audric Estime leads a Notre Dame ground game that
has rushed for more than 200 yards in six games this season.

Surging USC, Irish
have a lot at stake

By GREG BEACHAM
Associaated Press

LOS ANGELES — No. S South-
ern California’s swift transforma-
tion from a program in disarray to a
revitalized powerhouse in its first
season under Lincoln Riley has
been one of the most impressive
developments of the college foot-
ball season.

Although No. 13 Notre Dame
took slightly longer to get rolling
under fellow first-year head coach
Marcus Freeman, the Fighting
Irish are back in their usual for-
midable form and even picking up
speed.

But a big season is not complete
at either school without a memora-
ble edition of these teams’ famed
intersectional rivalry.

They’ll get their moment Satur-
day night amid all the other impor-
tant trappings that frequently
make this matchup so special: na-
tional title implications, upset po-
tential and elite players on both si-
delines at the venerable Coliseum.

“I'think you have to embrace and
enjoy being in this moment, enjoy
competing at thislevel,” Riley said.
“Our team gets excited to play
teams like Notre Dame. There’s no
question about it. It’s fun playing
really good competition in cool ven-
ues with a lot of things on the line.
That’s so much fun. Let’s embrace
it and make sure we keep getting
better.”

USC (10-1) has clinched a spot in
the Pac-12 title game Dec. 2 after
going 8-1in conference play, but its
chances of breaking into the Col-
lege Football Playoff from its cur-
rent No. 6 spot in the playoff rank-
ings hinge on beating the Irish
(8-3).

Notre Dame won’t be in the four-
team tournament this year, but a
win over the Trojans would be
nearly an ideal punctuation on a
regular season of remarkable
growth under Freeman. After an
0-2 start, the Irish are rolling to-
ward bowl season with five consec-
utive victories, nine of 10 overall

No. 13 Notre Dame (8-3)
at No. 5 USC (10-1)
AFN-Sports
1:30 a.m. Sunday CET
9:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

and a surging sense of their worthi-
ness to be on college football’s big-
gest stages.

“There’s a different feeling
about this one, and I can feel it
amongst our program and our
players,” Freeman said. “I knew it
last year, but this year, being at the
end of the year, at USC, you can re-
ally feel it.”

Caleb vs. Irish

USC quarterback Caleb Wil-
liams has leaped into the Heisman
Trophy race with a spectacular se-
ries of performances down the
stretch, highlighted by S03 total
yards and three touchdowns in the
victory at UCLA last week.

USC has relied on Williams’
high-powered offense to cover for
its less-dominant defense, but
Notre Dame’s defense has yet to al-
low an opponent 400 total yards this
season, and only four opponents
have topped 200 yards passing. The
stage is set for a showdown.

The Irish’s 400-yard streak “is
hardto doin college football,” Riley
said. “They’ve got good players at
all levels. You can tell they’'ve
recruited there for many years,
and they’ve built a talent base, and
that shows up.”

Ground game

Notre Dame’s rushing offense is
formidable, with sophomores Lo-
gan Diggs and Audric Estime lead-
ing a group that has topped 200
yards on the ground in six games
this season. UCLA is the only oppo-
nent in the Trojans’ last eight
games to get more than 200 yards
rushing.

If the Irish can’t run the ball or
fall behind, Drew Pyne will have to
throw against a Trojans defense
with an FBS-leading 18 intercep-
tions.
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WHAT TO WATCH

Rivalry games
In the spotlight

By HANK Kurz Jr.
Associated Press

ivalries are the soup of

the day as college foot-

ball heads into its final

weekend of the regular
season, and spots in the College
Football Playoff are likely there
for the taking.

The marquee matchups with
playoff implications include No. 3
Michigan at No. 2 Ohio State and
No. 13 Notre Dame at No. S South-
ern California, but there are oth-
ers, which began on Thanksgiving
night.

That’s when No. 20 Mississippi
(8-3) played at Mississippi State
(7-4) in the 9Sth “Battle for the
Golden Egg.” The Bulldogs were
looking to snap a two-game skid in
the series.

Friday’s games include No. 16
Florida State at Florida, No. 17
UCLA at California and No. 18
North Carolina at North Carolina
State.

Ohio State had won eight
straight and 15 of 16 matchups
with the Wolverines before Michi-
gan coach Jim Harbaugh got his
first win in six tries in the series
last year. The game marks the
12th time the programs have met
with both ranked in the AP Top
25’s top five.

USC’s first season under Lin-

coln Riley finds the Trojans in the
top five for the first time in five
years, and earned them a berth in
the Pac-12 championship game.
The Fighting Irish have lost three,
but they’ve also beaten the Atlan-
tic Coast Conference standard-
bearers for this season, Clemson
and the Tar Heels, who will play
for the ACC title.

Best game

Ohio State at Michigan: The
Buckeyes’ dominance in the se-
ries notwithstanding, Michigan
can likely lock up a second consec-
utive berth in the CFP with a victo-
ry. The Wolverines lead the series
S59-52-6, but they’ve lost their last
nine visits to Ohio Stadium.

Michigan RB Blake Corum took
himself out of last weekend’s vic-
tory against Illinois, but said he’ll
be ready to go. He’s third national-
ly with 1,457 yards and tied for the
lead with 19 touchdowns. Buck-
eyes QB C.J. Stroud shares the na-
tional lead with 35 touchdown pas-
ses, including 11 to Marvin Harri-
son Jr., and eight to Emeka Egbu-
ka.

Heisman watch

Tennessee QB Hendon Hooker
will no longer be in the discussion
after a bad loss at South Carolina
and a torn ACL that ended his sea-

S——

MaRrk J. TERRILL/AP

Southern California quarterback Caleb Williams scores during the first half of last weekend’s game against
UCLA in Pasadena, Calif. The fifth-ranked Trojans host No. 13 Notre Dame this week.

son, putting the spotlight squarely
on what happens in Columbus,
Ohio. Stroud or Corum could bur-
nish their credentials with a win
Saturday. Then there’s late comer
Caleb Williams: The QB account-
ed for S03 yards of offense and
three touchdowns in USC’s 48-45
victory against UCLA. He’s
thrown for 33 touchdowns with
just three interceptions.

Numbers to know

Michigan has won 23 games
over the last two seasons, more
than in any two-year stretch in
program history. ... No. 4 TCU
(11-0) has beaten four teams it lost
to by at least two scores last sea-
son. The Horned Frogs also are
the first Big 12 team to be 11-0

since Texas in 2009. ... Ole Miss is
the only FBS team with more than
5,000 yards of offense and at least
2,500 on the ground. ... The Notre
Dame-USC matchup marks the
first time both teams were ranked
going into the game since 2017. ...
North Carolina is the first two-
time winner of the ACC’s Coastal
Division; all seven programs won
one of the first seven.

Hot seat

Things were looking great for
Syracuse and coach Dino Babers
when the Orange started 6-0 and
climbed to No. 14 in the Top 25, but
when they face Boston College on
Saturday, they’ll be trying to avoid
becoming the third team to start
6-0 and finish 6-6 before a bowl

game. Babers’ team has sustained
significant injuries on defense and
with QB Garrett Schrader, but
joining Illinois (2011) and Baylor
(2016) as teams that went from 6-0
to 6-6 might not bode well for his
future, especially with a career
mark at Syracuse of 35-48.

Under the radar

South Carolina has another
chance to disrupt the CFP this
weekend when the Gamecocks
visit No. 7 Clemson. Coach Shane
Beamer’s team (7-4) last week
eliminated No. 9 Tennessee from
contention with a 63-38 victory,
enhancing their bowl prospects.
The Tigers have an outside chance
to enter the CFP conversation
with some help.

Revenge: Loser could have a tough time getting in the playoff

FROM PAGE 48

been saying,” said C.J. Stroud,
Ohio State’s quarterback and a
Heisman Trophy contender. “So
man, we’re very excited.”

The chance for payback comes
Saturday at Ohio Stadium.

The stakes could hardly be
higher.

A win for No. 2 Ohio State (11-0,
8-0 Big Ten, CFP
No. 2) or No. 3
Michigan (11-0,
8-0, CFP No. 3)
will mean a trip
to Indianapolis
for the Big Ten

Championship
Harbau and keeping
gh their  national

championship dreams alive.

While a scenario may exist that
the loser of Saturday’s game could
still backdoor its way into College
Football Playoff, the more likely
result is a consolation bowl game
and 365 days of pain.

“When you lose this game, it’s a
tough year,” said Ohio State coach

Michigan (11-0, 8-0 Big Ten)
at Ohio State (11-0, 8-0)
AFN-Sports2
6 p.m. Saturday CET
2 a.m. Sunday CET

Ryan Day. “There’s no hiding
from that.”

Both teams come into the game
unbeaten for the first time since
2006. This will be the 13th time
since 1942 they’ll clash as top-S
teams in the AP Top 2S. Arguably,
it’s the biggest game in the series
since 2016, when second-ranked
Ohio State beat third-ranked
Michigan 30-27 in double over-
time.

“It’s like two superheroes going
at each other,” Michigan coach
Jim Harbaugh said.

Understand that most Ohio
State fans, given the choice, would
rather beat Michigan than win a
national championship, an ethos
ingrained by coach Woody Hayes
during his romanticized “Ten
Year War” with Bo Schembechler
and the Wolverines in the late

1960s and ’70s.

But even players who didn’t
grow up with the rivalry — a ma-
jority on both rosters are from
somewhere other than Ohio or
Michigan — can appreciate ev-
erything that’s at stake.

Ryan Day, whose only confe-
rence loss in his first three seasons
was dealt by Harbaugh and the
Wolverines last year, said the
team talks and thinks about The
Game constantly. Players have
been saying since training camp
that avenging last year’s loss is at
top of their list of goals.

“We have scars,” Day said.

Michigan players say they’re
looking forward to taking two
straight from the Buckeyes — and
winning at the Horseshoe — for
the first time in more than two
decades.

“Nobody wants to lose this
game,” Wolverines tackle Ryan
Hayes said. “We’re going to have
all the motivation that we need.”

Harbaugh last year earned his
first victory in the series in six

tries. He’s every bit as confident
this time. He called his players
“happy warriors on a happy mis-
sion.”

“I think you’re going to find
we’re made of the right stuff,” he
said.

Banged up

Michigan running back Blake
Corum, who was injured last
week, said his left knee is fine and
he expects to play. The Wolve-
rines are also hoping his backup,
Donovan Edwards, as well as tight
end Luke Schoonmaker and de-
fensive end Mike Morris will play
after missing last week’s game
with undisclosed injuries.

“We’re not spending any time
investigating whether (Corum is)
playing or not,” Ohio State defen-
sive coordinator Jim Knowles
said. “Just assuming he’s going to
play. He’s an exceptional back.”

Next back up

Ohio State’s star running backs
TreVeyon Henderson and Miyan

Williams have battled various in-
juries all season. Henderson had
to leave last week’s game against
Maryland and finished it on the si-
deline wearing a walking boot.
Williams didn’t even dress for the
game.Their status for Saturday is
unknown.

A pleasant surprise for the
Buckeyes has been the emer-
gence of true freshman Dallan
Hayden, who turned in his second
100-yard rushing game in a row.
Hayden carried 27 times for 146
yards and three touchdowns in the
Buckeyes’ 43-30 win over the
Terps.

Is been a while

The Wolverines have not played
at Ohio Stadium since 2018.

“Most of the players on this
team haven’t been there, obvious-
ly last time was COVID and we
weren’t able to go,” Hayes said.
“I’'ve heard stories. I'm expecting
a loud, crazy environment. We’ve
played in those games before. I
think we’ll be prepared.”
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ToNy DING/AP
Ohio State Quarterback C.J. Stroud and the Buckeyes were roughed up by archrival Michigan last year in Ann Arbor and are looking for revenge this year in Columbus.

.\ It’s all about revenge

Ohio State tired of living with bitter Michigan loss

By MircH STACY
Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Ohio State has been counting the
days until it could get a shot at revenge.

Not like the Buckeyes are ever able to forget. An elec-
tronic display in the football practice facility counts
down the days, hours and minutes left before kickoff of

the next game against Michigan. series as well as its run of 26 straight

But the feelings are rawer this time, the No. 2 Buck- wins over Big Ten opponents. It denied

eyes edgier in the buildup to Saturday’s game because  the Buckeyes a Big Ten championship for the first time in
of how things went down last year in Ann Arbor. five seasons and ended its chances to get into the College

“Every single day we think about it,” defensive Football Playoff.
end Zach Harrison said of that humiliating 42-27 “Of course, we’ve been licking our wounds for 36S days,

loss to Michigan, an opponent that generations of hearing all the laughing and everything that everybody’s

Ohio State players and fans have been trained to

hate with a passion. SEE REVENGE ON PAGE 47

“It’s the one game that we’ve had in the
back of our minds all year, and now it’s
time,” safety Lathan Ransom said. “I’'m
pretty sure you can imagine how we’re
feeling without me saying too much.”

That loss a year ago snapped Ohio
State’s eight-game winning streak in the

Day

Ohio State defensive back Lathan Ransom says the Michigan game has been in the back of their minds all year.
JAY LAPRETE/AP




