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Texas school rampage rocks nation
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18-year-old gunman
kills 19 children, 2
teachers in attack

By Acacia CORONADO
AND JIM VERTUNO
Associated Press

UVALDE, Texas — The gun-
man who massacred 19 children
and two teachers at a Texas ele-
mentary school legally bought two
AR-stylerifles just days before the
attack, soon after his 18th birth-
day, and seemed to hint online that
something was about to happen.

As details of the latest mass kill-
ing to rock the U.S. emerged
Wednesday, grief engulfed the
small town of Uvalde, population
16,000.

The dead included an outgoing
10-year-old, Eliahna Garcia, who
loved to sing, dance and play bas-
ketball; a fellow fourth grader, Xa-
vier Javier Lopez, who had been
eagerly awaiting a summer of
swimming; and a teacher, Eva Mi-
reles, with 17 years’ experience
whose husband is an officer with
the school district’s police depart-
ment.

“I just don’t know how people
can sell that type of a gun to a kid
18 years old,” Eliahna’s aunt, Siria
Arizmendi, said angrily through
tears. “What is he going to use it
for but for that purpose?”

The gunman, Salvador Ramos,
aresident of the community about

SEE RAMPAGE ON PAGE 9

WiLLiam LUTHER, THE SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS-NEWS/AP

A woman cries as she leaves the Uvalde Civic Center on Tuesday in Uvalde, Texas. An 18-year-old gunman opened fire Tuesday at a Texas
elementary school, killing multiple children and two teachers and wounding others, authorities said. The gunman was killed.

Court decision may offer line of defense for some American personnel in German tax fights

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes
STUTTGART, Germany — A
potentially precedent-setting de-
cision by Germany’s top fiscal
court to overturn tax penalties on
a US. Army civilian employee is
being studied to see what ramifi-

cations it could have for other
Americans locked in financially
devastating fights with German
tax authorities.

The Munich-based tribunal
ruled in February 2021 that the fi-
nance court in Rheinland-Pfalz,
home to the largest American mil-

itary community outside the Unit-
ed States, had ignored provisions
in a bilateral tax treaty that makes
U.S. government pay off-limits to
German tax collectors under cer-
tain circumstances.

The little-known case, only now
coming to light publicly, centered

on an unidentified active-duty sol-
dier stationed in Germany in the
1990s.

An American official, speaking
on condition of anonymity, said
Tuesday that the U.S. is aware of
the ruling and is analyzing its im-
plications to determine whether it

could be amodel for others in Ger-
many covered by NATO’s Status
of Forces Agreement.

At some point during the Ger-
many tour of the former soldier in
the case, he married a German

SEE DECISION ON PAGE 5
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Walmart apologizes for ‘Juneteenth ice cream’

The Washington Post

Walmart pulled “Juneteenth ice
cream” from its freezers and apolo-
gized Tuesday after a social media
backlash and accusations of com-
mercializing a holiday meant to
commemorate the end of American
slavery.

The retail giant was set to sell
“swirled red velvet and cheese-
cake” ice cream in a container
adorned with Pan-African colors
and an image of two Black hands
high-fiving each other. “Share and
celebrate African American cul-

ture, emancipation and enduring
hope,” the label read.

But the product drew swift online
condemnations from users who said
the retailer was treating a solemn
day as a moneymaking vehicle.

In a statement to Fox television
stations, which first reported on the
products, the company said it would
“remove items as appropriate” as it
reviews its Juneteenth products.

“Juneteenth holiday marks a cel-
ebration of freedom and indepen-
dence,” Walmart’s statement said.
“However, we received feedback

that a few items caused concern for
some of our customers and we sin-
cerely apologize.”

Juneteenth marks the anniver-
sary of freedom for enslaved people
in Texas after the Civil War. Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln’s 1863
Emancipation Proclamation freed
enslaved peoplein states that seced-
ed during the war, but it was largely
unenforceable, and many enslavers
fled to Texas to continue the prac-
tice. On June 19, 1865, the Union ar-
my took control of Texas and out-
lawed slavery.

Military rates
Euro costs (May 26) $1.04
Dollar buys (May 26) 0.9134
British pound (May 26) $1.22
Japanese yen (May 26) 124.00
South Korean won (May 26) 1,232.00
C cial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) 3769
Britain (Pound) 1.2529
Canada (Dollar) 1.2843
China (Yuan) 6.6951
Denmark (Krone) 6.9728
Egypt (Pound) 18.5934
Euro 9375
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.8498
Hungary (Forint) 363.97
Israel (Shekel) 3.3554
Japan (Yen) 127.19
Kuwait (Dinar) .3059
Norway (Krone) 9.6163
Philippines (Peso) 52.33
Poland (Zloty) 4.32
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7737
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3762

South Korea (Won) 1,269.04
Switzerland (Franc) 9628
Thailand (Baht) 34.31
Turkey (New Lira) 16.3647

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
ratesareinterbankrates provided forreference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 4.00
Interest Rates Discount rate 1.50
Federal funds market rate 0.08
3-month bill 1.07
30-year bond 2.97
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General prods Congress for Guard funding

Panel hears how
spending bill delays
hamper program to
train Ukrainians

By SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The inability
of Congress to pass timely spend-
ing bills is hindering the effective-
ness of a National Guard program
charged with training Ukrainian
forces, the National Guard’s high-
est-ranking officer told House
lawmakers on Tuesday.

Gen. Daniel Hokanson, chief of
the National Guard Bureau, im-
plored a subpanel of the House Ap-
propriations Committee to avoid
delays in funding the State Part-
nership Program, a collaboration
between a state’s National Guard
and a partner nation that is now
teaching Ukrainians how to use
American weaponry against Rus-
sia.

The initiative cannot function
properly when Congress resorts to
short-term, stop-gap funding mea-
sures because of a failure to agree
ondefense spending forafullfiscal
year on time, Hokanson told law-
makers.

“Sometimes we don’t get that
money until later in the year and
because we get it later and the fis-
cal year ends on Sept. 30, the win-
dow is so short that our partner na-
tions can’t adjust accordingly and
unfortunately, we have to return
that money,” he said.

Reps. Dutch Ruppersberger, D-
Md., and Tom Cole, R-Okla.,
pledged to address the issue as
Congress deliberates over the
Pentagon’s $773 billion budget re-
quest for fiscal year 2023, which
begins Oct. 1.

“Countme asvery muchinfavor
of providing you with the flexibili-
ty to be able to keep those funds
and deploy them as you see fit,”
Cole said. “I don’t think there’s
anybody on this subcommittee
thathas any question about the val-
ue of this program and how effec-

tively those dollars have been
used. We shouldn’t let our own dis-
function from time to time keep
you from executing your mission.”

The program came to the fore-
front this year as Guard troops
took a leading role in preparing
Ukrainians for combat. The Cali-
fornia National Guard began a
partnership with the nationin1993
and conducted more than 1,000
training exercises with UKkrai-
nians in the years since, Hokanson
said. The National Guard main-
tained a regular presence at the
Yavoriv military base near Lviv,
Ukraine, since 2016.

When Russian forceslaunched a
full-scale invasion of Ukraine on
Feb. 24, Ukrainian military lead-
ers immediately texted members
of the California National Guard,
Hokanson said.

The Ukrainians first told the
Guard members their country was
being invaded and then told them

&
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what they would need forbattle, he
said.

Florida Guard troops were
among the last Americans to leave
the country before the war began
and are now training Ukrainian
troops on howitzers, armored per-
sonnel carriers, radar systems and
other equipment in Germany, Ho-
kanson said.

The success of Ukrainian troops
in repelling Russia’s attack came
as no surprise to the Guard troops
who had worked with them, he
said.

“Alotofthetraining we conduct-
ed with them when it comes to
command and control, logistics,
small-unit tactics, development of
non-commissioned officers —
we’re really seeing the result of
that on the battlefield today in Uk-
raine,” Hokanson said.

The State Partnership Program
began in 1993 with 13 former Sovi-
et Union republics and now boasts
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85 partnerships with 93 countries.
In2021,the programadded part-
nerships between Austria and
Vermont, Cape Verde and New
Hampshire, and Egypt and Texas,
according to Hokanson.

The National Guard is aiming to
grow the initiative by another 30
partnerships in the next decade,
he said.

Rep. Ken Calvert, R-Calif., said
the program could be especially
beneficial in Taiwan as China eyes
reclaiming the small island nation
asitsown. He noted last year’s Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act,
an annual spending plan for the
Pentagon, included a provision for
determining the feasibility of en-
hanced cooperation between Tai-
wan and the National Guard.

President Joe Biden brought re-
newed attention to Taiwan during
his first visit to Asiaas commander
in chief this week, vowing to de-
fend the nation against a Chinese
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TimotHy MassEy/U.S. National Guard

Command Sgt. Maj. John Sampa speaks with 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment soldiers of the Tennessee Army National Guard attending a
basic leadership course while visiting in Yavoriv, Ukraine, in 2019.

attack.

“Taiwan now is obviously an is-
sue,” Calvert said. “I would like to
get this going sooner rather than
later.”

The National Guards of Hawaii,
Michigan and Minnesota have al-
ready cultivated relationships
with Taiwan, Hokanson said, but
Indo-Pacific Command and the
State Department are examining
what other capabilities the Nation-
al Guard could provide. Hokanson
said he met with the chief of staff of
the Taiwanese army last October
todiscussthatarmy’sreserve forc-
es.

“The National Guard is here and
our foot is on the gas. We’re not
slowing anything down and if
there’s any way we can help, we
will do that as quickly as possible,”
Hokanson said.

shkolnikova.svetlana@stripes.com
Twitter: @svetashko

USAF publishes master sergeant promotion list a week early by mistake

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Stars and Stripes

Nearly 4,000 future Air Force
master sergeants were afforded a
sneak peek at the service’s promo-
tion list Monday, thanks to an
early, mistaken post to the servic-
e’s personnel website.

The list, posted more than a
week ahead of the scheduled May
31 release date, was live for about
40 minutes before it was removed
from the site.

The promotions, however, were
reposted by an anonymous user on

a popular Reddit page, r/Air-
Force, which has more than
183,000 subscribers.

“To be clear I didn’t leak this!
I’'m just trying to control the dam-
age,” wrote the anonymous Red-
dit poster.

The Air Force quickly removed
the online list to preserve the com-
manders’ “right and privilege” to
inform their airmen of their pro-
motions and also inform those who
didn’t make the list, said Toni
Whaley, spokeswoman for the Air
Force Personnel Center, in an

email to Stars and Stripes on Tues-
day.

The promotion rate this year is
down by 4.11% from last year to
14.8% of eligible candidates.

The Air Force selected 4,040
technical sergeants for promo-
tion, but Reddit users questioned
why the list included only 3,946
names.

“The 22E7 Promotion Board se-
lected 4,000 technical sergeants
for promotion and set aside an ad-
ditional 40 allocations for supple-
mental promotions,” Whaley said.

“The list that was inadvertently
released does not include the
names of Airmen with sensitive
[Air Force Specialty Codes].”
The Air Force authorized 0.5%
fewer master sergeant positions
this year after revising the enlist-
ed grade structure, personnel cen-
ter spokeswoman Staff Sgt. Kiana
Pearson said in a news release
Tuesday. This year’s promotion
cycle saw an increase of 2,575 eli-
gible technical sergeants for pro-
motion over last year thanks to
high retention rates, she said.

Chief Master Sgt. of the Air
Force JoAnne Bass addressed the
spilled list Tuesday on her Face-
book page.

“In this digital age, we are going
to have information leaks, and it’s
easy to share without thinking,”
Bass said. “Concerning, yester-
day’s spillage ... I appreciate the
Airmen who held fast and allowed
command teams the time to prop-
erly notify their people.”

snyder.jonathan@stripes.com
Twitter: @Jon_E_Snyder
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New names recommended for 9 Army bases

All are in former
Confederate states
and were named
during Jim Crow era

By CartLiN DOORNBOS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Army
will now have bases named after
women and African Americans if
Congress and Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin approve the recom-
mendations offered Tuesday by
an independent commission as-
signed to make the selections.

Congress mandated last year
that an appointed Naming Com-
mission come up with potential
new names for nine Army instal-
lations that now honor Confeder-
ate generals from the Civil War.

The nine bases are all in former
Confederate states and were
named during the 1910s and 1940s
amid the South’s Jim Crow era.

These are the bases and the
suggested name changes, accord-
ing to retired Brig. Gen. Ty Sei-
dule, a member of the commis-
sion:

W Fort Bragg, N.C., to Fort Li-
berty.

Fort Bragg, N.C., is home to the
82nd Airborne Division and the
name Fort Liberty honors a line in
the division’s song: “We’re all
American and proud to be well
we’re the soldiers of liberty,” Sei-
dule said Tuesday in a call with
reporters.

“Throughout our history, liber-
ty remains the greatest value ever
since the nation created a stand-
ing army to provide for the com-
mon defense that army’s greatest
battles have been for liberty,” he
said.

B Fort Polk, La., to Fort John-
son after Sgt. William Henry
Johnson.

Johnson was a member of an
all-Black infantry regiment that
later became the 369th Infantry
Regiment, according to the Army.
Johnson is known for saving his
fellow soldiers after suffering a
German grenade attack on May
14, 1918, in France during World
War L.

“Despite a grenade wound,
Johnson attacked the Germans.
First, he threw all his grenades,
then he fired all his rifle ammuni-
tion,” Seidule said. “He ran out of
bullets to use, [then used] his rifle
as a club until it was smashed to
bits. [Finally], he took out his bow
knife to save his comrades.”

B Fort Benning, Ga., to Fort
Moore for Lt. Gen. Hal and Julia
Moore.

The couple are honored each
for their services to the nation,
one in uniform and one as a civil-
ian.

“With Hal and Julia Moore, we

-l

Library of Congress

New names recommended for nine Army posts that honor Confederate generals were made public
Tuesday by an independent commission assigned to make the selections. The bases are Fort Polk in
Louisiana, Fort Benning and Fort Gordon in Georgia, Fort Bragg in North Carolina, Fort A.P. Hill, Fort Lee
and Fort Pickett in Virginia, Fort Rucker in Alabama, and Fort Hood in Texas. Officials have said they would
not recommend a name change for Camp Beauregard in Louisiana, which was also named for a

Confederate general, because it is owned by that state’s National Guard.

recognize the Army family that
serves the nation together,” Sei-
dule said.

The lieutenant general served
in the Battle of Ia Drang in Viet-
nam in 1965 and received the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross and lat-
er “played a crucial role in the
transition to the all-volunteer Ar-
my,” he said.

Julia Moore is honored for her
advocacy that led the Army to es-
tablish its casualty notification
program and survivor support
networks, Seidule said.

“Before her intervention, the
Army notified the families of ca-
sualties by telegram carried by
cab drivers. Horrified, she started
accompanying the cabbies to de-
liver the devastating news to fam-
ilies about their loved ones,” he
said.

B Fort Gordon, Ga., to Fort Ei-
senhower for former President
Dwight Eisenhower.

“Eisenhower spent a lifetime in
service to the nation starting as a
West Point cadet in 1911 and fin-
ishing as president S0 years lat-
er,” Seidule said. “Of course, we
know Eisenhower best for leading
one of the greatest operations in
military history: the D-Day land-
ings in Normandy on June 6,
1944.”

W Fort A.P. Hill, Va., to Fort
Walker after Dr. Mary Walker.

Walker is a Medal of Honor re-
cipient who served as a doctor
during the Civil War. She was the
Army’s first female surgeon to go
into battle, where “she remained

“It is our honor
to unanimously
recommend
these names.”

retired Brig. Gen. Ty Seidule
member of the commission

with wounded soldiers after the
U.S. Army unit departed, disre-
garding her own safety,” Seidule
said.

“The enemy captured her and
she spent four months in a prison-
er of war camp,” he said.

B Fort Hood, Texas, to Fort Ca-
vazos after Gen. Richard Cavazos.

Cavazos was a Distinguished
Service Cross recipient who
fought in the Korean and Vietnam
wars and later commanded the
Army’s III Corps, which is head-
quartered at the installation, Sei-
dule said.

“As a young lieutenant in Ko-
rea, [Cavazos] led his company on
three separate charges of an ene-
my position,” he said. “Then he
returned to the field five times to
evacuate his wounded soldiers
before allowing medics to treat
his wounds.”

B Fort Pickett, Va., to Fort Bar-
foot for Tech. Sgt. Van T. Barfoot.

Barfoot was a Medal of Honor
recipient who served in the Army
for more than 34 years, Seidule
said.

“On May 23, 1944. Tech. Sgt.

Barfoot was in Northern Italy
with his unit attacking a well-en-
trenched German position,” Sei-
dule said. “Barfoot moved out
alone against the enemies left
blank. [Took] out three separate
machine gun emplacements one
after the other capturing 17 pris-
oners.”

B Fort Rucker, Ala., to Fort No-
vosel after Chief Warrant Officer
4 Michael J. Novosel Sr.

Novosel was a Medal of Honor
recipient who flew more than
2,500 extraction missions in Viet-
nam, rescuing more than 5,500
wounded soldiers, Seidule said.

“On one extraordinary mission
on Oct. 2, 1969, he saved 29 men
despite suffering severe wounds,”
Seidule said. “Incredibly, on an-
other mission, he rescued his son,
a fellow helicopter pilot.”

Seidule said he hoped the name
would inspire “the next genera-
tion of Army aviators.”

“Novosel represents the many
families who served the nation,”
he said.

B Fort Lee, Va., to Fort Gregg-
Adams after Lt. Gen. Arthur
Gregg and Lt. Col. Charity
Adams.

“The local community suggest-
ed we consider a hyphenated
name, we thought that was a great
idea,” Seidule said.

Gregg, who is now 9S years old,
enlisted in the Army at 17 at the
end of World War II. He com-
manded logistics units “in war
and peace all over the globe” dur-
ing his career and still makes time

to mentor soldiers and families,
Seidule said.

Adams left her teaching job in
1941 to join the military, later be-
coming one of the highest-ranking
female soldiers in World War II.
She commanded a postal battal-
ion in Europe from 1944-4S,
“working under the motto, ‘no
mail, no morale’,” Seidule said.

“Adams and her unit made it
their mission to sustain soldiers at
the front and keep the families at
home connected to soldiers, han-
dling more than 6 million pieces
of mail a month,” Seidule said.
“They cleared a six-month back-
log in half the time expected and
delivered tens of millions of enve-
lopes to soldiers in the field.”

The commission also consi-
dered changing the name of Fort
Belvoir, Va., which was named af-
ter Union Army Gen. Andrew A.
Humphreys from 1917-35 before
it was renamed in 1935 after the
family who owned the plantation
where the installation now sits.

However, the group decided
Belvoir “does not meet the crite-
ria Congress provided” for the re-
naming recommendation, “but
will recommend the Department
of Defense conduct its own nam-
ing review of the post,” the com-
mission said Tuesday in a state-
ment.

Army and Pentagon leaders be-
gan looking at stripping bases of
Confederate-linked names in
2020 amid a nationwide racial
reckoning after the Memorial
Day Kkilling of George Floyd by
Minneapolis police.

In the commission’s selection
process, the members of the
group visited the bases last year
for listening sessions with mili-
tary commanders and community
leaders “to gain feedback on their
process, preferences for new
names and an understanding of
local sensitivities,” the commis-
sion said.

They also opened a website for
the public to make suggestions
between September and Decem-
ber, which resulted in the com-
mission receiving 3,670 different
name suggestions in more than
34,000 submissions, Seidule told
reporters.

“We believe that these new
names will inspire soldiers to
achieve the highest standards de-
manded by their nation, in peace
and in war,” he said. “I speak for
all eight commissioners when I
tell you, it is our honor to unani-
mously recommend these
names.”

The names will be delivered in
a report due to Congress in Octo-
ber. Lawmakers must give their
approval on the names, which will
then go to Austin to carry out the
renaming formally, Seidule said.

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos
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Navy climate strategy lacks
ship, plane emission targets

By PHILLIP WALTER WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

An ambitious plan to make the U.S. Navy greener
aims to raise the energy efficiency of the service’s
ground vehicles, boost its supply of lithium batteries
and install cyber-secure microgrids, among other
goals.

But there’s a glaring omission in the strategy. It
lists no emission-reduction targets for the Navy’s
ships and planes, widely regarded as the hardest to
decarbonize because of the amount of energy they re-
quire and the missions they perform.

Still, the Navy says in its new plan unveiled Tues-
day that it should be able to reduce its overall emis-
sions by 65% by 2030 and reach net-zero emissions by
2050. The term means some greenhouse gases are re-
leased but are offset by the removal of an equivalent
amount of the gases from the atmosphere.

Climate Action 2030 commits the Navy to explor-
ing electrification, alternative low-carbon fuels and
advanced propulsion foritsland, sea and air vehicles.

“For the Department of Navy, this is existential,”
Navy Secretary Carlos Del Toro said in a forward to
the strategy. “Our naval forces, the United States Na-
vy and Marine Corps, are in the crosshairs of the cli-
mate crisis: the threat increases instability and de-
mands on our forces while simultaneously impacting
our capacity to respond to those demands.”

The goals listed meet targets included in an exec-
utive order issued last year to all federal agencies by
President Joe Biden.

In addition to those targets, the Navy pledged to cut
S million metric tons of carbon dioxide by 2027,
which is the equivalent of removing 1 million cars
from roads.

The service says it also plans to get all of its elec-

tricity through “carbon pollution-free” means by
2030; have a fleet of zero-emission vehicles by 2035;
and halve the CO2 emissions from its installations by
2032.

Cyber-secure microgrids are one of the ways the
Navy will operate carbon pollution-free power at its
installations, the strategy said. Microgrids are small-
scale power generators, often creating energy from
several sources, that can operate independently or
collaboratively. At the same time, the service would
draw carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere and en-
sure a domestic supply of lithium batteries to help
meet its climate goals.

Scientists say rising sea levels, recurrent flooding
and more frequent and destructive hurricanes result
from man-made climate change and are a particular
challenge for the Navy.

“Climate change increases risk, exposes vulnera-
bilities to our people, installations, platforms, oper-
ations, and allies and partners,” Meredith Berger, as-
sistant secretary of the Navy for energy, installations
and environment, said in a statement Tuesday.

The Navy says in its strategy that it will equip sail-
ors to operate in a world with more volatile weather.
For example, climate threats will be incorporated in-
to war games and training exercises.

The Biden administration’s targets pose a formid-
able challenge to the Defense Department, which is
the world’s largest institutional consumer of petro-
leum and the world’s largest emitter of greenhouse
gases. However, DOD says it is taking the threats
posed by climate change seriously and released an
overarching climate plan in October.

wellman.phillip@stripes.com
Twitter: @pwwellman

Trial opens for Army reservist charged

Associated Press |
WASHINGTON — A U.S. Army
reservist who worked on a Navy
base stormed the U.S. Capitol be-
cause he wanted to Kkick off a civil
war and create “acleanslate,” afed-
eral prosecutor said Tuesday at the
start of the New Jersey man’s trial.

But a lawyer for Timothy Hale-
Cusanelli told jurors that “groupth-
ink” and a desperate desire “to be
heard” drove him to follow amobin-
to the Capitol. Hale-Cusanelli
shouldn’t have entered the building
onJan. 6, 2021, defense attorney Jo-
nathan Crisp acknowledged during
the trial’s opening statements.

“But the question of why he was
there is what is important,” Crisp
added.

Hale-Cusanelli is charged with

with entering the US Capitol__on J ani_(t‘)_

LT

Jon ELswick/AP

The Department of Justice motion to oppose the conditional release
of Timothy Hale-Cusanelli ahead of his trial on charges stemming from
the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol, is photographed Tuesday.

obstructing the joint session of Con-
gress convened to certify President
Joe Biden’s electoral victory. He
isn’t charged with engaging in any
violence or property destruction
that day.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Kathryn
Fifield played a video that captured
Hale-Cusanelli yelling profanities
at police officers guarding the Capi-
tol and screaming, “The revolution
will be televised!”

“This was not a peaceful protest,”
she said.

In pretrial court filings, prosecu-
tors presented evidence that co-
workers described Hale-Cusanelli
as a white supremacist, a Nazi sym-
pathizer and a Holocaust denier
who wore a Hitler-style mustache to
work. On Hale-Cusanelli’s cell-
phone, investigators found photos of
him with the distinctive mustache
along with pro-Nazi cartoons.

It’s unclear from online court fil-
ings how much of that evidence, if
any,willbe admissible attrial. Inher
opening statements, Fifield only
made a brief reference to Hale-Cu-
sanelli having bigoted views about
Jewish people.

Crisp has argued that any testi-
mony about Hale-Cusanelli’s al-
leged statements about Jewish peo-
ple would be “highly prejudicial in
nature without substantive value.”

Decision: Tax specialist says
more all-encompassing ruling
needed to fully resolve issue

FROM PAGE 1

and bought real estate, actions
that tax offices view as grounds
for targeting U.S. personnel re-
gardless of their SOFA status.

He was put in the taxing author-
ity’s crosshairs after leaving the
service and transitioning to an Ar-
my civilian job in Germany.

The case did not delve into the
main dispute over whether SOFA
offers blanket tax protection for
U.S. personnel on orders in Ger-
many. Still, the crux of the issue is
an American’s motive for coming
to Germany, according to the
Munich court.

Local tax offices have argued
that if Defense Department em-
ployees are not in Germany “sole-
ly” for their job and have other ties
to the country, such as a German
spouse, they can be taxed as an or-
dinary German resident regard-
less of their SOFA protections.

The Munich court asserted that
“what is decisive is the point in
time at which the applicant be-
came resident in Germany.”

That means local tax officials
“need to look at the reason for this
person coming to Germany in the
first place,” said Georg Weish-
aupt, a tax specialist representing
three American families in sepa-
rate SOFA-related tax cases. He
analyzed the ruling for Stars and
Stripes.

If the American arrived in Ger-
many “solely” for the job and later
married a German or bought Ger-
man real estate, military pay
would be exempt from taxation,
Weishaupt said. But arriving in
Germany with a German spouse
or anything else that could be per-
ceived as a special tie to the coun-
try is still problematic, he said.

“(The court decision) doesn’t
work for everybody,” Weishaupt
said. “Maybe (the problem) has
been solved for some people who
are affected but not for all.”

It’s been nearly two years since
the U.S.lodged a formal complaint
about the tax issue facing hun-
dreds of Americans with military
ties in Germany, and the countries
remain at a standstill on the mat-
ter.

Inthe meantime, U.S. personnel
have been left to their own devices
to fight the tax collection efforts in
court. The toll exacted by the as-
sessments and costly legal chal-
lenges has left some Americans in
financial ruin.

The unidentified U.S. official
who spoke about the ruling said it
doesn’t completely solve the issue
for targeted Americans because
it’s inapplicable in some scena-
rios. Weishaupt concurred that it
is not a full remedy.

He said the decision applies on-

DANIEL ScHwARz/Bundesfinanzhof

In 2021, the Bundesfinanzhof,
the federal supreme court for
taxes and customs in Germany,
overturned monetary penalties
imposed on a U.S. Army civilian.

ly to the family involved in the
case at issue, so the question now
is how local German tax offices
will apply the ruling going for-
ward.

Still, the case could set a prece-
dent for Americans in similar cir-
cumstances who find themselves
in the sights of the German ver-
sion of the IRS.

Among the personnel who could
stand to benefit from the court’s
decision are people who have
been in Germany for an extended
period, such as teachers in DOD
schools, who often spend the bulk
of their careers overseas and so-
metimes buy real estate in Germa-
ny, he said.

Active-duty personnel who ar-
rived in Germany with no special
ties and later transitioned to a ci-
vilian posting in Germany also
would benefit from the decision,
Weishaupt said.

However, the ruling would not
help SOFA-protected contractors
because the decision dealt only
with Americans paid directly by
the U.S. government. Also, service
members or Defense Department
civilian workers who marry a Ger-
man while on tour or redeploy to a
different country and return to
Germany for another military as-
signment couldn’t use the ruling
as a defense, he said.

Weishaupt said a more all-en-
compassing court decision is still
needed toresolve the issue perma-
nently.

The Americans’ cases he has
working their way through the
German legal system center on
the contention that local finance
offices are basing their right to tax
on a fundamental misreading of
SOFA.

“My position is anybody who is
here under NATO SOFA is pro-
tected regardless of any intent or
not to return to the U.S. or reasons
for coming to Germany in the first
place,” he said. “If my position
holds in court, this issue dies and it
dies for good.”

vandiver.john@stripes.com
Twitter: @john_vandiver
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US, S. Korea respond to North’s missile tests

By Davip CHot
AND Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea — North Korea fired three
ballistic missiles Wednesday
morning off its eastern coast,
prompting the United States and
South Korea to respond with a
show of force of their own launch-
es.

North Korea’s missiles, fired
hours after President Joe Biden
wrapped up his first presidential
trip to Seoul and Tokyo, came from
the Sunan area, where the regime’s
airport is located, according to the
South’s Joint Chiefs of Staff.

The three missiles were fired at 6
am., 6:37 am. and 6:42 am. The
first, believed to be an interconti-
nental ballistic missile, flew rough-
ly 224 miles at a peak altitude of 336
miles; the second “disappeared” at
an altitude of 12 miles; and the
third, believed to be a short-range
ballistic missile, flew about 472
miles at an altitude of 37 miles, ac-
cording to South Korea’s military.

The Japan Ministry of Defense
confirmed at least two ballistic
missiles were fired Wednesday
morning and landed outside of the

country’s exclusive economic
zone, Minister Nobuo Kishi told
news reporters.

U.S. Indo-Pacific Command in
an unsigned press release Wednes-
day said the incident did not pose
“an immediate threat to U.S. per-
sonnel orterritory” and thatit high-
lights the “destabilizing impact of

-

SoutH Korea Derense MiNISTRY/AP

A missile is fired during joint training between U.S. and South Korea at an undisclosed location in South
Korea, on Wednesday. North Korea test-launched a suspected intercontinental ballistic missile and two
shorter-range weapons into the sea Wednesday, South Korea said.

[North Korea’s] illicit weapons
program.”

Following the launches, U.S.
Forces Korea announced in an un-
signed press release that it had
fired surface-to-surface missiles
toward its eastern coast “to demon-
strate the ability of the combined
[U.S.-South Korea] force to re-
spond quickly to crisis events.”

USFK, which is responsible for
roughly 28,500 troops on the Ko-

rean Peninsula, said in the release
it used the Army’s Tactical Missile
System and South Korea’s Hyun-
mu-2 missile system for the live-
fire exercise.

South Korea’s military also con-
ducted an armed exercise consist-
ing of 30 South Korean F-15K jets,
the South’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said
in a statement Wednesday.

“This armed protest by our mil-
itary showed our will to firmly deal

with any provocation, including
North Korean ICBM launches,”
the statement said. “We have the
ability and the posture to conduct
pinpoint strikes on starting points
of provocations with our over-
whelming fighting power.”

North Korea’s launches mark
the regime’s 16th round of missile
tests sofarthisyear. Itlast conduct-
ed a missile test on May 12, roughly
a week before Biden arrived in

South Korea as part of his five-day
trip to Asia.

U.S., South Korean and Japa-
nese officials have warned in re-
cent weeks that the North could
conduct another missile or nuclear
test as soon as this month. South
Korean government officials
braced for a possible weapons test
during Biden’s visit and said they
prepared adequate countermea-
sures.

South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol on Wednesday con-
demned the North’s tests and de-
scribed them as a “grave provoca-
tion.”

Pyongyang’s continued provoca-
tions will inevitably lead to “stron-
ger and swifter [South Korea]-U.S.
joint deterrence and invite only its
international isolation,” Yoon’s of-
fice said in a statement.

Yoon, who was inaugurated this
month, pledged with Biden to initi-
ate talks to increase the scope and
scale of U.S.-South Korea joint mil-
itary exercises due to North Ko-
rea’s “evolving threat.”

“We are going to step up our ex-
ercises,” Yoon said during a press
briefing with Biden on Saturday.

Yoon, a member of the country’s
conservative People Power Party,
has vowed to increase cooperation
with the U.S. military and respond
decisively against North Korea’s
provocations.

choi.david@stripes.com
Twitter: @choibboy
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto

China, Russia sent bombers near Japan as Quad met

By WyaTT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

Japan scrambled fighter jets
Tuesday in response to Chinese
and Russian bombers flying near
its airspace just as President Joe
Biden met with leaders of the
Quad grouping in Tokyo, Japa-
nese Defense Minister Nobuo
Kishi told reporters Tuesday.

On the same day, South Korea
scrambled fighter jets as Chi-
nese and Russian warplanes
passed through its air defense
identification = zone  several
times, Reuters reported Tues-
day.

Near Japan, two Chinese H-6
bombers flew from the East Chi-
na Sea to the Sea of Japan, where
they joined a pair of Russian
TU-9S bombers, Kishi said in a
statement posted on the Ministry
of Defense’s website. The Sea of
Japan is also known as the East
Sea.

The two Chinese bombers
were later replaced by a second
pair of warplanes believed to be
Chinese, and the four aircraft
then flew out toward the Pacific
Ocean, Kishi said.

None of the aircraft entered

Japan’s national airspace, he
said.

A nation’s air defense identifi-
cation zone, or ADIZ, is a broad
territorial boundary over which
it maintains air traffic control for
the sake of national security. Itis
much more expansive than na-
tional airspace, an area over
which a state exercises full sov-
ereignty and into which foreign
military aircraft cannot enter
without permission.

Kishi characterized the bom-
ber flights as a “provocation”
timed with the meeting of the
Quad nation’s leaders.

Biden met with Japan Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida, India
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Anthony Albanese, Austra-
lia’s newly elected prime minis-
ter.

The four nations make up the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue,
or Quad, a loosely formed secur-
ity pact with a stated purpose of
promoting “a free-and-open In-
do-Pacific.”

The cooperative is essentially
a means of countering China’s
growing economic, political and
military influence in the region,

JAPAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE

A Russian TU-95 bomber flies with Chinese H-6 bombers over the East China Sea, on Tuesday. None of
the aircraft entered Japan’s national airspace, Japanese Defense Minister Nobuo Kishi said.

and the collaboration has not
been welcomed by Beijing.

The China Ministry of Defense
described Tuesday’s sorties as
“a joint aerial strategic patrol,”
in a statement posted online
Tuesday.

“The militaries of China and
Russia staged the joint aerial
strategic patrol in accordance
with their annual military coop-
eration plan,” the statement said.

Kishi said this was the fourth
long-distance joint flight be-
tween China and Russia around

Japan since November.

A Russian IL-20 reconnais-
sance plane also flew over the
“high seas” from the northern is-
land of Hokkaido to the Noto pen-
insula on Japan’s main island,
Kishi said.

Meanwhile, four Russian and
four Chinese warplanes entered
South Korea’s ADIZ on Tuesday,
according to Reuters. The air-
craft passed through the defense
zone several times throughout
the day, entering and leaving via
the Sea of Japan, Reuters said in

a report attributed to South Ko-
rea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff.

The aircraft included fighter
jets and bombers from both Chi-
na and Russia, the report said.

This was the first reported ex-
cursion of Russian or Chinese
warplanes into South Korea’s
ADIZ since South Korea’s newly
elected president, Yoon Suk Ye-
ol, took office on May 10, Reuters
said.

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
Twitter: @WyattWOlson
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Retired Marine Gunnery Sgt. Bob Workman of Boston, the past
commander of the Boston Police VFW, replaces flags at veteran’s
graves ahead of Memorial Day on May 27, 2021, in the Fairview
Cemetery in Boston.

VA to again host public
Memorial Day ceremonies
at national cemeteries

By SARA SAMORA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs will host
public ceremonies throughout the
United States for the first time in
two years since the coronavirus
pandemic began.

VA officials said veterans, fam-
ilies and the public are welcome to
attend in-person traditional VA
Memorial Day ceremonies held
May 28 through May 30, which is
Memorial Day. The VA’s National
Cemetery Administration main-
tains 1SS national cemeteries and
34 soldiers’ lots and monument
sites in 43 states and Puerto Rico.

When the pandemic began in
March 2020, the VA’s national
cemeteries were opened from
dawn to dusk on Memorial Day,
but the usual memorial events to
honor service members were
brief and closed to the public.

The VA also issued guidelines
about how its 142 national cemete-
ries should observe Memorial
Day in May 2020. Cemeteries
were open for people to visit gra-
vesites, but visitors were asked to
distance themselves. Moreover,
the VA restricted all public cere-
monies and barred groups from
placing flags at veterans’ head-
stones — a Memorial Day tradi-
tion.

In May 2021, the national
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention relaxed its guidance
on mask-wearing and social
distancing. However, it didn’t give
the VA enough time to coordinate
large events for Memorial Day
weekend last year.

Nevertheless, the VA lifted
masks and social distancing re-
quirements at its national veter-
ans cemeteries for people who
were fully vaccinated against the

coronavirus. But the agency main-
tained restrictions on gathering
sizes at funeral services.

This year, the usual ceremonies
with large public gatherings to
honor fallen veterans and service
members will resume, including
wreath-laying ceremonies and
flags being placed at each grave-
site.

“There is no more fitting place
toreflect upon the service and sac-
rifice of America’s veterans and
service members than in a nation-
al cemetery,” VA Secretary Denis
McDonough said. “Here lie those
who served, sacrificed and — in
many cases — gave their lives for
us and our country. We are forev-
er in their debt.”

McDonough will officiate the
wreath-laying ceremony at the
New Hampshire State Veterans
Cemetery in Boscawen on Memo-
rial Day. VA Deputy Secretary
Donald Remy will preside the
wreath-laying ceremony at Fort
Sam Houston National Cemetery
in Texas, and Undersecretary for
Memorial Affairs Matt Quinn will
attend the wreath-laying ceremo-
ny at the National Memorial Cem-
etery of the Pacific in Honolulu.
Quinn will also give the keynote
address at the Hawaii State Veter-
ans Cemetery in Kaneohe, Ha-
waii.

The VA also said live streaming
and recorded video and photo-
graphs of the ceremonies will be
posted on the National Cemetery
Administration’s Facebook and

Twitter pages.
To view the list of Memorial
Day events, visit https://

www.cem.va.gov/Memorial-
Day/.

samora.sara@stripes.com
Twitter: @SaraESamora

Bill would let former service
members keep clearances

Springfield News-Sun

Legislators have introduced a
bill that, if passed, would allow ser-
vice members to take security clea-
rances with them into certain civil-
ian jobs on leaving the military.

The “Security Clearance Porta-
bility for Departing Servicemem-
bers” Act aims to expand employ-
ment opportunities for departing
service members to transition into
civilian national security contrac-
torjobs by making it easier to trans-
fer Department of Defense clea-
rances, according to the bill intro-
duced by U.S. Rep. Mike Turner,
R-Ohio, and two fellow House

members, Stephanie Bice, R- Kla.,
and Elissa Slotkin, D- Mich.

In an interview, Turner said the
bill would provide a “bridge” from
military work to civilian employ-
ment in the national security
realm.

“We need to encourage ways for
their security clearances to be pre-
served,” he said. Applications for
new clearances are “backlogged in
the system,” he added.

Such an ability would save time
and may have a big impact in
the Dayton area, home to dozens of
private defense-oriented contrac-
tors serving the Air

Force and Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base.

“Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base certainly has a huge amount
of individuals who are working in
the classified space,” Turner said.
“This asset really is a national as-
set.”

“American businesses of all siz-
es are still facing workforce shor-
tages, and that certainly includes
defense and intelligence contrac-
tors,” Bice said in a release.

She said the bill would “allow
those departing military service to
transition smoothly and effectively
into the private sector.”
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Ukraine: For talks,
Russia must return
to pre-war position

By RicARDO MAZALAN
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — UKraine’s
president said Wednesday that
Russia must pull back to its pre-
war positions as a first step be-
fore diplomatic talks, a negotiat-
ing line that Moscow is unlikely
to agree to anytime soon as it fo-
cuses its fire on key regions in
the east three months into the
war.

Speaking by video link at this
year’s World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy expressed
a willingness to negotiate with
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin directly, but stressed that
Moscow needs to make clear it
too is ready to “shift from the
bloody war to diplomacy.”

“It’s possible if Russia shows
at least something. When I say at
least something, I mean pulling
back troops to where they were
before Feb. 24,” the day Russia’s
invasion began, he said. “I be-
lieve it would be a correct step
for Russia to make.”

Zelenskyy also made clear that
Ukraine wants to drive Russian
troops out of all captured areas.

“Ukraine will fight until it re-
claims all its territories,” he said.
“It’s about our independence and
our sovereignty.

Attending the Davos forum in
person, Ukraine’s Foreign Min-
ister Dmytro Kuleba said the sit-
uation in his country’s eastern
Donbas region was “extremely
bad.”

He called for friendly coun-
tries — particularly the United
States — to provide the Ukrai-
nian military with multiple
launch rocket systems so they
could try to recapture territory

“Every day of someone sitting
in Washington, Berlin, Paris and
other capitals, and considering
whether they should or should
not do something, costs us lives
and territories,” Kuleba said.

A regional governor in eastern
Ukraine said at least six civilians
have been killed by the latest
Russian shelling in a town at the
epicenter of fighting.

Luhansk region Gov. Serhiy
Haidai said Wednesday that an-
other eight people have been
wounded in the shelling of Sie-
vierodonetsk over the past 24
hours. He accused the Russian
troops of deliberately targeting
shelters where civilians were
hiding.

“The situation is serious,” he
said in written comments in re-
sponse to questions from The As-

sociated Press. “The city is con-
stantly being shelled with every
possible weapon in the enemy’s

possession.”
Sievierodonetsk is located in
Ukraine’s eastern industrial

heartland of Donbas, where Rus-
sian forces have been pressing
their offensive despite stiff Uk-
rainian resistance.

Ukrainian forces continue to
hold the city, but a key supply
route is coming under pressure,
Haidai said.

Moscow-backed separatists
have fought Ukrainian forces in
the Donbas for eight years and
hold large swaths of territory.

Sievierodonetsk and the near-
by city of Lysychansk are the lar-
gest remaining settlements held
by Ukraine in the Luhansk re-
gion, of which Haidai is the Kyiv-
backed governor. The region is
“more than 90%” controlled by
Russia, he said.

The road between Lysychansk
and the city of Bakhmut to the
southwest is widely considered
crucial to keeping Ukrainian
troops in the area supplied. Hai-
dai said it was “constantly being
shelled” and that Russian sabo-
tage and reconnaissance teams
were approaching the area.

The head of the Donetsk re-
gion’s military administration,
Pavlo Kyrylenko, said two rock-
ets which hit the town of Pok-
rovsk early Wednesday morning
injured four civilians, who were
treated in the hospital.

One strike left a crater at least
10 feet deep, with the remnants of
what appeared to be a rocket still
smoldering. A row of low ter-
raced houses near the strike suf-
fered significant damage.

“There’s no place to live in left,
everything is smashed,” said
Viktoria Kurbonova, a mother of
two who lived in one of the ter-
raced houses. The windows had
been blown out by an earlier
strike about a month ago, and
they had replaced them with
plastic sheeting. That, she said,
probably saved their lives as at
least there was no glass flying
around.

Zelenskyy acknowledged late
Tuesday that his country’s forces
in the region faced a difficult sit-
uation.

“Practically the full might of
the Russian army, whatever they
have left, is being thrown at the
offensive there,” he said in his
nightly address to the nation. “Li-
man, Popasna, Sievierodonetsk,
Slaviansk — the occupiers want
to destroy everything there.”

NATACHA PISARENKO/AP

A boy plays in front of houses ruined by shelling in Borodyanka, Ukraine, on Tuesday.

Scars of war seem to be ever

ywhere

across Ukraine after 3 months of war

Associated Press

KRAMATORSK, Ukraine — Pi-
ano music wafted from an apart-
ment block on a recent spring eve-
ning in Kramatorsk, blending with
distant artillery fire for a surreal
soundtrack to a bomb-scarred
neighborhood in the eastern Uk-
rainian city.

No matter where they live, the 3-
month-old war never seems to be
far away.

Those intowns and villages near
the front lines hide in basements
from constant shelling, struggling
to survive with no electricity or
gas — and often no running water.

But even in regions out of the
range of the heavy guns, frequent
air raid sirens wail as a constant
reminder that a Russian missile
can strike at any time — even for
those walking their dogs, riding
their bicycles and taking their
children to parks in cities like Ky-
iv, Odesa and Lviv.

Curfews, checkpoints and forti-
fications are commonplace. So are
fresh cemeteries, uprooted villag-
ers and war-scarred landscapes,
as Moscow intensifies its attacks
in eastern and southern Ukraine.

“City residents are trying to re-
turn to regular life, but with every
step, they stumble upon either a
crater or aruined house or a grave
in the yard,” said Andriy Pustovoi,
speaking by phone to The Asso-
ciated Press from the northern
city of Chernihiv. “No one is cook-
ing food over a bonfire or drinking
water from a river anymore, but
there’s along way to go to anormal
life.”

Chernihiv was in the way of
Russian forces as they advanced
toward Kyiv early in the war. It
was heavily bombarded, and
Mayor Vladyslav Atroshenko said
about half of its buildings were
damaged or destroyed. At least
700 residents were killed, and part

of a city park now holds a cemete-
ry, where some of them are bur-
ied.

Its streets are mostly empty
now, half of the shops have not reo-
pened and public transportation is
not working properly, said Pusto-
voi, a 37-year-old engineer.

Rail service to Kyiv was only re-
stored this month, but people who
fled are in no rush to return.

“The scariest thingis that neigh-
boring Russia and Belarus are not
going away from Chernihiv, which
means that some of the residents
that left when the war started may
not come back,” Atroshenko said
sadly.

Few people are seen on the
streets of Kramatorsk, where sto-
refront windows are boarded up
or protected by sandbags, and it’s
no wonder.

The eastern city has been hit
several times, with the deadliest
attack on April 8, when a missile
struck near its train station where
about 4,000 people had gathered to
be evacuated before fighting in-
tensified. In an instant, the plaza
was turned into a scene of horror,
with bodies lying on bloodstained
pavement amid discarded lug-
gage. A total of S7 people were
killed with over 100 wounded.

Kramatorsk is one of the largest
in the industrial Donbas region of
eastern Ukraine that has not been
taken over by Russian forces. The
region has been the site of battles
between Moscow-backed separa-
tists and Ukrainian government
forces since 2014.

Elsewhere in the Donbas, the
picture is even bleaker.

Ryisa Rybalko fled the village of
Novomykhailivka, where she had
been living first in a basement and
then a bomb shelter at a school be-
cause of frequent shelling.

“We haven’t been able to see the
sun for three months. We are al-

most blind because we were in
darkness for three months,” Ry-
balko said. She arrived with her
family in the town of Kiurakhove,
driven by a fellow villager, and
waited on Monday for a west-
bound bus.

Her son-in-law, Dmytro Khalia-
pin, said their village was pounded
by artillery.

“Houses are ruined. It’s a hor-
ror,” he said.

In neighboring Luhansk prov-
ince, 83-year-old Lida Chuhay left
the hard-hit town of Lyman, also
near the front line.

“Ashes, ruins. The northern
parts, the southern parts, all are
ruined,” she said Sunday as she sat
on a train heading west from the
town of Pokrovsk. “Literally eve-
rything is on fire: houses, build-
ings, everything.”

In cities farther from the front
lines, air raid sirens sound so often
that few pay attention and contin-
ue about their daily business.

After Russian forces failed to
capture Kyivin the opening weeks
of the invasion and withdrew to
the east, residents started to flow
back into the capital. The nightly
curfew has been cut by an hour,
and public transportation started
running longer to accommodate
passengers.

Residents face long lines at gas
stations, and the Ukrainian cur-
rency, the hryvnya, has weakened
from 27 to the dollar at the start of
the war to 37.

“Ukraine is being destroyed —
not just by Russian bombs and
missiles,” said Volodymyr Siden-
ko, an analyst at the Kyiv-based
Razumkov Center think tank.
“The fall in GDP (gross domestic
product) and the sharp reduction
in the revenue side of the budget
have already been felt by every
Ukrainian today. And this is just
the beginning.”
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Kladys Castellon prays during a vigil for the victims of a mass shooting at Robb Elementary School in

Uvalde, Texas, on Tuesday.

Desperation becomes more sorrow
after elementary school shooting

Associated Press

UVALDE, Texas — Despera-
tion turned to heart-wrenching
sorrow for families of grade
schoolers killed after an 18-year-
old gunman barricaded himself in
their Texas classroom and began
shooting, killing at least 19 chil-
dren and their two teachers.

Relatives who gathered at a civ-
ic center following the shooting
Tuesday at Robb Elementary
School in the southwestern Texas
town of Uvalde pleaded for infor-
mation and turned to social media
for help. By Wednesday morning,
many were left with the grim real-
ity of an unimaginable horror as
the names of the young victims
began to emerge.

One man walked away from the
civic center late Tuesday sobbing
into his phone “she is gone.” Be-
hind the building, a woman stood
alone, alternately crying and yell-
ing into her phone, shaking her
fist and stamping her feet.

All of the dead were in the same
fourth-grade classroom, where
the shooter barricaded himself
and opened fire on the children
and teachers, Texas Department
of Public Safety Lt. Christopher
Olivarez told CNN on Wednesday
morning .

Manny Renfro said he got word
Tuesday that his grandson, 8-
year-old Uziyah Garcia, was
among those Killed.

“The sweetest little boy that
I've ever known,” Renfro said.
“I'm not just saying that because
he was my grandkid.”

Renfro said Uziyah last visited
him in San Angelo during spring
break.

“We started throwing the foot-
ball together and I was teaching

him pass patterns. Such a fast lit-
tle boy and he could catch a ball so
good,” Renfro said. “There were
certain plays that I would call that
he would remember and he would
do it exactly like we practiced.”

Lisa Garza, 54, of Arlington,
Texas, mourned the death of her
cousin, Xavier Javier Lopez, who
had been eagerly awaiting a sum-
mer of swimming.

“He was just a loving 10-year-
old little boy, just enjoying life, not
knowing that this tragedy was go-
ing to happen today,” she said.
“He was very bubbly, loved to
dance with his brothers, his mom.
This has just taken a toll on all of
us.”

She also lamented what she de-
scribed as lax gun laws.

“We should have more restric-
tions, especially if these kids are
not in their right state of mind and
all they want to do is just hurt peo-
ple, especially innocent children
going to the schools,” Garza said.

Slain fourth-grade teacher Eva
Mireles, 44, was remembered as a
loving mother and wife.

“She was adventurous. ... She is
definitely going to be very mis-
sed,” said 34-year-old relative
Amber Ybarra, of San Antonio.

As Ybarra prepared to give
blood for the wounded, she won-
dered how no one noticed trouble
with the shooter in time to stop
him.

“To me, it’s more about raising
mental health awareness,” said
Ybarra, a wellness coach who at-
tended Robb Elementary herself.
“Someone could possibly have
seen a dramatic change before so-
mething like this happened.”

Mireles posted a letter on the
school’s website at the start of the

school year, introducing herself to
her new students.

“Welcome to the 4th grade! We
have a wonderful year ahead of
us!” Mireles wrote, noting she
had been teaching 17 years, loved
running and hiking, and had a
“supportive, fun, and loving fam-
ily.” She mentioned that her hus-
band was a school district police
officer, and they had a grown
daughter and three “furry
friends.”

In the hours after the shooting,
pictures of smiling children were
posted on social media, their fam-
ilies begging for information.
Classes had been winding down
for the year and each school day
had a theme. Tuesday’s was Foot-
loose and Fancy. Students were
supposed to wear a nice outfit
with fun or fancy shoes.

Adolfo Cruz, a 69-year-old air
conditioning repairman, re-
mained outside the school Tues-
day night, waiting for word about
his 10-year-old great-grand-
daughter, Eliajha Cruz Torres. He
had driven to the scene after a
tearful and terrifying call from his
daughter shortly after the first re-
ports. He called the waiting the
heaviest moment of his life.

Federico Torres rushed to the
school Tuesday and waited for
news about his 10-year-old son
Rogelio. He told KHOU-TV on
Tuesday he was praying that “my
son is found safe. ... Please if you
know anything, let us know.”

Hillcrest Memorial Funeral
Home, which is located across the
street from Robb Elementary
School, said in a Facebook post
that it would be assisting families
of the shooting victims with no
cost for funerals.

Rampage: Killer blocked
door and started shooting

FROM PAGE 1

85 miles west of San Antonio,
opened fire Tuesday at Robb Ele-
mentary. Lt. Christopher Olivarez
of the Texas Department of Public
Safety told CNN that all of the vic-
tims were in the same fourth-
grade classroom.

The Kkiller “barricaded himself
by locking the door and just start-
ed shooting children and teachers
that were inside that classroom,”
Olivarez said. “It just shows you
the complete evil of the shooter.”

Law enforcement officers even-
tually broke into the classroom
and killed the gunman. Police and
others responding to the attack al-
so went around breaking windows
at the school to enable students
and teachers to escape.

Investigators did not immedi-
ately disclose a motive. But in
chilling posts on social media in
the days and hours before the
massacre, an account that ap-
peared to belong to Ramos dis-
played photos of his guns and
seemed to indicate something was
going to happen.

The attack in the predominantly
Latino town of Uvalde was the
deadliest school shooting in the
U.S. since a gunman Killed 20 chil-
dren and six adults at Sandy Hook
Elementary in Newtown, Conn., in
December 2012.

The bloodshed was the latest in
a seemingly unending string of
mass killings at churches, schools,
stores and other sites in the United
States. Just 10 days earlier, 10
Black people were shot to death in
a racist rampage at a Buffalo,
N.Y., supermarket.

In a somber address to the na-
tion hours after the attack in Tex-
as, President Joe Biden pleaded
for Americans to “stand up to the
gun lobby” and enact tougher re-
strictions, saying: “When in God’s
name are we going to do what has
to be done?”

But the prospects for any re-
form of the nation’s gun regula-
tions appeared dim. Repeated at-
tempts over the years to expand
background checks and enact oth-
er curbs have run into Republican
opposition in Congress.

Days before the attack, an Insta-
gram account investigators say
apparently belonged to Ramos
posted a photo of a hand holding
an ammunition magazine. On the
day Ramos bought his second
weapon last week, the account
carried a photo of two AR-style ri-
fles.

In that post, Ramos apparently
tagged another Instagram user,
one with more than 10,000 follow-
ers, asking her to share the picture
with her followers.

“I barely know you and u tag me
in a picture with some guns,” re-
plied the Instagram user, who has
since removed her profile. “It’s
just scary.”

On the morning of the attack,
the account linked to the gunman
replied: “I'm about to.”

Instagram confirmed to The As-
sociated Press that it is working
with law enforcement to review
the account but declined to an-
swer questions about the postings.
Investigators are also looking at a
separate account on TikTok, pos-
sibly belonging to the shooter,
with a profile that reads: “Kids be
scared IRL,” an acronym mean-
ing “in real life.” The profile is not
dated.

Officers found one of the rifles
in Ramos’ truck, the other in the
school, according to the briefing
given to lawmakers. Ramos was
wearing a tactical vest, but it had
no hardened body-armor plates
inside, lawmakers were told. He
also dropped a backpack contain-
ing several magazines full of am-
munition near the school en-
trance.

One of the guns was purchased
at a federally licensed dealer in
the Uvalde area on May 17, ac-
cording to state Sen. John Whit-
mire. Ramos bought 375 rounds of
ammunition the next day, then
purchased the second rifle last
Friday.

Tuesday morning, Ramos shot
and wounded his grandmother,
then fled the scene, crashing his
truck near the school and entering
the building, authorities said.

Dillon Silva, whose nephew was
in a nearby classroom, said stu-
dents were watching the Disney
movie “Moana” when they heard
several loud pops and a bullet
shattered a window.

Moments later, their teacher
saw the attacker stride past the
door.

“Oh, my God, he has a gun!” the
teacher shouted twice, according
to Silva. “The teacher didn’t even
have time to lock the door,” he
said.

A tactical team forced its way
into the classroom where the at-
tacker was holed up and was met
with gunfire from Ramos but shot
and killed him, according to Oliva-
rez.

In the aftermath, families in
Uvalde waited hours for word on
their children.

At the town civic center where
some gathered Tuesday night, the
silence was broken repeatedly by
screams and wails. “No! Please,
no!” one man yelled as he em-
braced another man.

Staff members in scrubs and
devastated victims’ relatives
could be seen weeping as they left
Uvalde Memorial Hospital, where
many of the children were taken.
Three children and an adult were
being treated at a San Antonio hos-
pital, where two of them — a 66-
year-old woman and 10-year-old
girl — were listed in serious condi-
tion.
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Trump rebuked
in Ga. contests;
Sanders wins

By STEVE PEOPLES
AND JEFF AMY
Associated Press

ATLANTA — Gov. Brian Kemp
of Georgia easily dispatched Do-
nald Trump’s hand-picked challen-
ger on Tuesday in a Republican pri-
mary that demonstrated the limits
of the former president and his con-
spiracy-fueled politics in a critical
swing state.

Kemp will face Democrat Stacey
Abrams this fall in what will be one
of the nation’s most consequential
governor’s races.

The GOP results, combined with
the loss of the Trump-backed candi-
date for secretary of state, served as
a stinging rebuke for the former
president in a state he prioritized
above almost all others. Angered by
Kemp’s refusal to go along with his
extraordinary effort to overturn the
2020 election results in Georgia,
Trump personally recruited former
Sen. David Perdue to challenge the
sitting governor. He also helped
clear the primary field and spent
more than $3 million on the failed
effort.

Kemp ultimately emerged as a
powerful candidate able to draw
prolific fundraising totals that
helped him flood Georgia with tele-
vision and other ads. He tapped into
the power of his office to show vot-
ers what he could do for them, un-
veiling a $5.5 billion, 8,100-job Hy-
undai Motor plant near Savannah in
the final days of the campaign.

“Even in the middle of a tough
primary, conservatives across our
state didn’t listen to the noise. They
didn’t get distracted,” Kemp told
cheering supporters, before calling
on his party to rally behind his cam-

paign.

In defeat, Perdue struck a unify-
ing tone that has become increas-
ingly rare in a Republican Party
dominated by Trump’s hardline
tactics.

“I want you to know tonight that I
am fully supporting Brian Kemp in
his run to beat Stacey Abrams,”
Perdue said. “It’s emotional for all
of us, we’re disappointed, I get that.
Let’s take a few hours, lick our
wounds, and tomorrow morning,
you’re going to hear me going to
work for Brian Kemp to make damn
sure that Stacey Abrams is never
governor of Georgia.”

In all, five states were voting
Tuesday, including Alabama, Ar-
kansas, Texas and Minnesota. But
none had been more consumed than
Georgia by Trump and his lie that
the 2020 election was stolen.

Altogether, Trump failed to re-
place all four Republican incum-
bents he targeted in the state, in-
cluding the governor, attorney gen-
eral and secretary of state. Secreta-
ry of State Brad Raffensperger, who
refused to support the former presi-
dent’s direct calls to overturn the
2020 election, defeated Trump’s
choice, Rep. Jody Hice.

Still, the totality of Tuesday’s con-
tests underscored the sustained
power of Trumpism in Republican
politics 18 months after he was vot-
ed out of office. His preferred Sen-
ate candidate in Georgia, Herschel
Walker, easily won the GOP nomi-
nation despite warnings from Walk-
er’s Republican competitors about
his history of domestic violence and
mental health struggles. He will
face Democratic incumbent Sen.
Raphael Warnock in the fall in a

THomAs METTHE, THE ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE/AP

Former Trump White House press secretary Sarah Sanders won the
Republican nomination for Arkansas governor on Tuesday.

BeN GRAY/AP

Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, who refused to
support Donald Trump’s calls to overturn the 2020 election, defeated
the former president’s choice, Rep. Jody Hice, in a GOP primary.

race that could determine control of
the chamber.

Meanwhile, Republicans and
Democrats elsewhere were naviga-
ting challenging primaries.

Democrats were especially fo-
cused on a runoff election in south
Texas, where longtime incumbent
Rep. Henry Cuellar was facing a
fierce challenge from progressive
Jessica Cisneros in a race where
abortion was a prominent issue.
Cuellar is the last anti-abortion
Democrat serving in the House.
The race was too early to call with
the candidates separated by 175
votes, or 0.38 percentage points, out
0f 45,209 ballots counted as of 2 a.m.
ET Wednesday.

In Alabama, conservative fire-
brand Rep. Mo Brooks and Katie
Britt advanced to a June runoff to
represent the GOP in the race to re-
place retiring Sen. Richard Shelby.
Britt served as Shelby’s former
chief of staff, while Brooks, a lead-
ing figure at the Jan. 6 “Stop the
Steal” rally that preceded the Capi-
tol attack, initially won Trump’s en-
dorsement. Trump rescinded his
backing after watching Brooks
struggle in the polls.

And former Trump White House
press secretary Sarah Sanders, who
was the face of an administration
that contributed to the nation’s stark
divide, won the Republican gover-
nor’s nomination in Arkansas.

Feds: Iraqi man plotted visit to Texas to Kill President Bush

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio— An Iraqi man who came
to the United States two years ago and applied for
asylum hatched aplot to assassinate former Pres-
ident George W. Bush in retaliation for casualties
against his compatriots during the Iraq War, the
U.S. government announced Tuesday.

Shihab Ahmed Shihab Shihab, 52, also
schemed to smuggle other Iraqis into the U.S.
from Mexico to aid in the plot, after which they’d
be smuggled back out through Mexico, according
to a criminal complaint filed in federal court in
Columbus.

Shihab insinuated he had contacts with Islamic
State, but it did not appear the plot came close to
materializing, with confidential informants brief-
ing the FBI from April 2021 through this month,
the complaint said.

Shihab was ordered held without bond by fed-
eral Magistrate Judge Elizabeth Preston Deav-
ers during a short hearing in court Tuesday.
Deavers scheduled a detention hearing for Fri-
day.

Shihab was not required to enter a plea. Sou-
myajit Dutta, a federal public defender repre-
senting Shihab at the hearing, declined to com-
ment. If convicted, Shihab could face up to 30
years in prison and $500,000 in fines.

Freddy Ford, the chief of staff at the 75-year-
old former president’s office, said, “President
Bush has all the confidence in the world in the
United States Secret Service and ourlaw enforce-
ment and intelligence communities.”

Shihab worked at restaurants in and around
Columbus and also at a market in Indianapolis
where he had an apartment, the government said.

Shihab told a confidential informant that he as-
sisted in the Killing of American soldiers during
the Iraq War, and said he and others “wished to
kill former president Bush because they felt that
he was responsible for killing many Iraqis and
breaking apart the entire country of Iraq,” the
complaint said.

Shihab traveled in February to Dallas, where
he took video of the entrance gate to the neighbor-
hood where Bush lives, and also traveled to De-
troit in November to investigate smuggling Iraqi
nationals into the U.S., the government said.

Shihab met a confidential informant in a Co-
lumbus hotel room in March to examine weapons
and U.S. border patrol uniforms, according to the
complaint. Shihab allegedly planned to use a Co-
lumbus car dealership to help transfer money
from an ISIS official into the U.S.

FDA chief
to address
formula
plant woes

By MATTHEW PERRONE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Federal plans
to inspect a baby formula factory
linked to the nationwide shortage
were slowed by COVID-19, schedul-
ing conflicts and other logistical
problems, according to prepared
testimony from the head of the Food
and Drug Administration.

FDA Commissioner Robert Califf
was to answer questions Wednes-
day from Houselawmakers probing
the events leading to the formula
shortage, which has forced the U.S.
tobegin airlifting products from Eu-
rope while many parents still hunt
for scarce supplies in stores.

The issue is largely tied to prob-
lems at Abbott Nutrition’s Michigan
plant, the largest in the U.S., which
the FDA shut down in February due
to contamination. In prepared re-
marks, Califf gives the first detailed
account of why it took his agency
months to inspect the plant after
first learning of potential problems
last fall.

Members of an Energy and Com-
merce subcommittee will also hear
from three infant formula makers,
including a top executive from Ab-
bott.

FDA staff began honing in on Ab-
bott’s plant last year while tracking
four bacterial infections in infants
who had consumed formula from
the facility. The cases occurred be-
tween September and January,
causing four hospitalizations, in-
cluding two deaths.

Califf will tell lawmakers that the
FDA began planning to visit the
Sturgis, Mich., plant in early De-
cember, withinspectorssettoarrive
on Dec. 30. But Abbott said that
about a dozen of its employees had
recently tested positive for CO-
VID-19 and requested a delay. As a
result, the FDA didn’t begin its in-
spection until Jan. 31.

After detecting positive samples
of bacteria in multiple parts of the
plant, the FDA closed the facility
and Abbottannounced amassivere-
call of its formula on Feb. 17.

Abbottand the FDA havereached
an agreement to reopen the plant
next week, requiring the company
to regularly undergo outside safety
audits. But Califf’s testimony sug-
gestsFDA efforts toreopenthe plant
were slowed by negotiations with
Abbott, which had tobe codifiedina
court agreement.

The FDA has also faced questions
about its timeline for reviewing an
October whistleblower complaint
alleging safety violations at Abbott’s
plant. Califf’s testimony details a
two-month gap between whenregu-
lators received the report and when
theyinterviewed the whistleblower.
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‘Jaws’ extra named police
chief where flick filmed

OAK BLUFFS — A

man who as a child
had a brief role in “Jaws” was
named police chief on the Massa-
chusetts island on which the 1975
Oscar-winning movie was partial-
ly filmed.

Jonathan Searle was offered the
job of police chief in Oak Bluffs on
Martha’s Vineyard last week.

The movie centers on the efforts
of a police chief in a fictional re-
sort town trying to rid the local
waters of a Killer shark. Scenes
were filmed in various locations
on Martha’s Vineyard, according
to IMDB.com.

In the movie, Searle played one
of two boys who send beachgoers
into a panic by swimming around
with a fake shark’s fin.

Couple kills bear that
attacked them in home

w MEDFORD — A Wis-

consin couple said they
killed a bear that attacked them
inside their home after they spot-
ted it eating from their bird feed-
er.
The Taylor County Sheriff’s of-
fice said the attack happened at a
home near Medford in north-cen-
tral Wisconsin. The couple told
authorities that the bear charged
through a window after they
yelled at it to go away.

Both the husband and wife were
injured before they were able to
stab the bear with a kitchen knife.
Eventually, the man was able to
grab a firearm and Kill the animal.

Retired warrant officers
can now join Guard

T NASHVILLE — Begin-

ning this month, war-
rant officers retired from active
duty in the U.S. Army will be able
to join the Tennessee National
Guard.

The program has been talked
about for years, but Tennessee is
the first to implement it, Brig.
Gen. Warner Ross, Tennessee’s
assistant adjutant general-Army,
said in a news release. Previously
it was allowed only for soldiers
deemed indispensable by the sec-
retary of the Army. Now, nearly
all retired active duty Army war-
rant officers are eligible.

The U.S. Army and National
Guard Bureau updated their pol-
icies to make the change possible
last year. Tennessee formalized
its own state policy this month, ac-
cording to the release.

Official arrested, charged
with stealing cattle

MENTONE — The top

elected official in a ru-

ral and sparsely populated West

Texas county was arrested after
being accused of stealing cattle.

Loving County Judge Skeet

Jones, 71, and three other men

were arrested on charges of lives-

tock theft and engaging in orga-

Goat crossing

Traffic comes to a halt as Henry Ambrosio leads a herd of goats across Jefferson Boulevard to a new field to graze in West Sacramento, Calif.
The city of West Sacramento hired Blue Tent Farms of Redding to bring their goats to graze along the Barge Canal and Clarksburg Branch Line
Trail to reduce the potential fire hazard in the area.

nized criminal activity.

The arrests came after a year-
long investigation, according to a
statement from the Texas and
Southwestern Cattle Raisers As-
sociation. The association’s spe-
cial rangers allege that Jones and
the others gathered stray cattle
and sold them without following
procedures set forth in the Texas
Agriculture Code.

The theft of livestock charge
carries a sentence of up to 10 years
in prison while the organized
criminal activity charge carries a
sentence of up to 20 years in pris-
on.

Resort parent firm fined
$27K after zip line death

STOWE — Vail Resorts

was fined more than
$27,000 for safety violations after
a Stowe Mountain Resort em-
ployee was thrown from a zip line
ride and died last fall.

Scott Lewis, 53, of Stowe, hit the
anchoring platform that was hold-
ing the line and could not be re-
vived on Sept. 23,2021, police said.

Investigators found that a com-
ponent of the lanyard supporting
Lewis had not been properly in-
spected or replaced as the manu-
facturer recommended, WCAX-
TV reported. Investigators also

found in the report that the resort
failed to provide training to each
employee required to use the
equipment, the news station re-
ported. The report also noted that
Lewis was traveling at more than
80 mph.

Vail Resorts, the parent compa-
ny of Stowe, said it continues to
work with Vermont authorities
concerning the accident.

Workers fend off heist
of jewelry store

c HUNTINGTON
BEACH — Four in-
truders armed with hammers at-
tempted to rob a Southern Califor-
niajewelry store but were blocked
by employees who fought back.
The Orange County Register
reported four people dressed in
black burst into Princess Bride
Diamonds in a busy outdoor shop-
ping mall in Huntington Beach
and smashed a display case.
Employees rushed forward and
kicked at the intruders, and one
used a chair to fend off the heist.
An hour later, another smash
and grab robbery occurred about
7 miles away at Don Roberto’s Je-
welry Store in Santa Ana, police
said. In that incident, four thieves
took $7,000 in jewelry.
Three suspects were arrested in

connection with the Santa Ana
heist. It was not immediately clear
whether the incidents in the two
cities were connected.

Gun-sniffing dog added
to security at mall

S COLUMBIA — A dog

trained to sniff out
guns was added to the security
team at a South Carolina mall
where 15 people were hurt in a
shooting last month.

The dog, named Carlos, will
walk around Columbiana Centre
with its handler, alerting the hu-
man if he smells a weapon. Secur-
ity guards will then remove the
person from the mall, which has a
policy prohibiting weapons, mall
officials said in a statement.

Nine people were shot and an-
other six injured in the rush to exit
Columbiana Centre in Columbia
after the April 16 shooting. Three
people face charges in the shoot-
ing, which police said stemmed
from a long-running dispute.

$300K hospital hill
tossed for promised tab

co DENVER — Colora-

do’s Supreme Court
ruled in favor of a woman who ex-
pected to pay about $1,300 for spi-

RicH PEDRONCELLI/AP

nal fusion surgery but was billed
more than $300,000 by a suburban
Denver hospital that included
charges it never disclosed she
might be liable for.

The ruling in favor of Lisa
French, who underwent two sur-
geries in 2014, follows efforts by
many U.S. states and the federal
government to help curb health
care costs by restricting or elim-
inating so-called “surprise billing
” and requiring increased price
transparency for consumers.

In a unanimous opinion, the
Colorado justices ruled that
agreements French signed before
surgery at St. Anthony North
Health Campus in Westminster
don’t compel her to pay the extra
charges, which stemmed from a
then-secret list of prices for ser-
vices that hadn’t been disclosed to
her.

French had expected to pay
$1,337 out of pocket after her med-
ical insurance covered the rest,
believing St. Anthony’s was an in-
network provider.

But a hospital employee provid-
ed her an incorrect estimate after
apparently misreading her insur-
ance card; in fact, the hospital
wasn’t in-network, The Denver
Post reported.

From The Associated Press
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Pandemic-weary US
plans for summer
despite virus surge

Associated Press

HONOLULU — A high school
prom in Hawaii where masked
dancers weren’t allowed to touch.
A return to virtual city council
meetings in one Colorado town af-
ter the mayor and others tested
positive following an in-person
session. A reinstated mask man-
date at skilled nursing facilities in
Los Angeles County after 22 new
outbreaks in a single week.

A COVID-19 surge is underway
that is starting to cause disrup-
tions as the school year wraps up
and Americans prepare for sum-
mer vacations. Many people,
though, have returned to their
pre-pandemic routines and plans,
which often involve travel.

Case counts are as high as
they’ve been since mid-February,
and those figures are likely a ma-
jor undercount because of unre-
ported positive home test results
and asymptomatic infections.
Earlier this month, an influential
modeling group at the University
of Washington in Seattle estimat-
ed that only 13% of cases were be-
ing reported to U.S. health author-
ities.

Hospitalizations are also up and
more than one-third of the U.S.
population lives in areas that are
considered at high risk by the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. The Northeast has
been hit the hardest.

Yet vaccinations have stagnat-
ed and elected officials nation-
wide seem loath to impose new
restrictions on a public that’s
ready to move on even as the U.S.
death toll surpassed 1 million peo-

ple less than 2% years into the
outbreak.

“People probably are underes-
timating the prevalence of CO-
VID,” said Crystal Watson, public
health lead in the Johns Hopkins
Center for Health Security’s Cor-
onavirus Resource Center. “I
think there’s a lot more virus out
there than we recognize, and so
people are much, much more like-
ly than they anticipate to be ex-
posed and infected.”

A major metric for the pandem-
ic — the seven-day rolling aver-
age for daily new cases in the
United States — skyrocketed over
the last two weeks, according to
data from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity. The figure was about 76,000
on May 9 and jumped to nearly
109,000 on Monday. That was the
highest it had been since mid-
February, when the omicron-
fueled surge was winding down.

Deaths are still on the decline
and hospital intensive care units
aren’t swamped like they were at
other times during the pandemic,
likely because vaccinations and
immunity from people who have
already had the disease are keep-
ing many cases less severe.

“The nature of the disease has
changed. Two years ago, I was
seeing a steady flow of bad pneu-
monia cases. Now we are in a sit-
uation where people should be
able to avoid that outcome by tak-
ing advantage of vaccines, pre-ex-
posure prophylaxis (for high risk)
and early anti-viral therapy,” Dr.
Jonathan Dworkin, a clinical in-
fectious diseases physician in Ha-
waii, said by email.

ELAINE THOMPSON/AP

Sven Spichiger, Washington state Department of Agriculture managing entomologist, displays a canister of
Asian giant hornets vacuumed from a nest in a tree behind him in Blaine, Wash., on Oct. 24, 2020.

Scientists will set 1K traps
for murder hornets this year

Associated Press

SPOKANE, Wash. — Scientists
will set about 1,000 traps this year
in their quest to wipe out the
Asian giant hornet in Washington,
the state Department of Agricul-
ture said Tuesday.

Scientists believe the hornets,
first detected in the Pacific North-
west state in 2019, are confined in
Whatcom County, which is locat-
ed on the Canadian border north
of Seattle.

“We are doing pretty good right
now,” said Sven-Erik Spichiger,
who is leading the fight to erad-
icate the hornets for the state De-
partment of Agriculture. “We
know about where the nests are
located in Whatcom County.”

The insects are the world’s
largest hornets, with queens

reaching up to 2 inches long. They
are considered invasive in North
America for their ability to kill
other bee and hornet species,
which is how they got the
nickname “murder hornets.”

Hornets caught in traps help
scientists find the location of
nests. The state eradicated three
nests last year, all near the town
of Blaine, Wash., and there have
been no confirmed reports of
Asian giant hornet nests so far
this year, Spichiger said.

Most of the traps will be set in
northern Whatcom County, but a
few will be set in the city of Bel-
lingham, he said.

The agency is also encouraging
residents to set their own traps to
cover more ground.

The hornets will not be consi-

dered eradicated until Washing-
ton has gone three full years with
no detections, the agency said.
The first confirmed detection of
an Asian giant hornet in Washing-
ton was made in December 2019.

Spichiger said the Entomologi-
cal Society of America is also
working to establish an official
name for the insect. Asian giant
hornet, or the popular nickname
murder hornet, are not official
names, he said.

The hornets can also deliver a
painful sting, which can result in
death if a person is stung repeat-
edly. Asian giant hornets rarely
attack humans unless provoked.
About 30 to SO people die annually
from Asian giant hornet stings in
Japan, one of their native hab-
itats.

Suspect under arrest in d

Associated Press

NEW YORK — A man suspect-
ed of abruptly pulling a gun and
killing a stranger on a New York
City subway train was arrested
Tuesday, with police saying his
motive for the unprovoked attack
was “a big mystery.”

Andrew Abdullah, 25, was ex-
pected to face a murder charge in
the death of 48-year-old Daniel
Enriquez, who was shot to death
while heading to Sunday brunch.

Abdullah “targeted this poor
individual for reasons we don’t
know,” Chief of Detectives

eadly New York City subway shooting

James Essig said at a news confe-
rence.

The arrest came hours after
police posted Abdullah’s name
and photo on social media and
implored the public to help find
him. But after the arrest, police
disclosed that officers briefly

stopped him after the shooting
but let him go because his clothes
didn’t match the description they
were given.

The Legal Aid Society, which is
representing Abdullah, said it
was just beginning to review evi-
dence and urged the public not to

make assumptions about the
case.

“Mr. Abdullah deserves vigor-
ous representation from his de-
fense counsel, and that is what
The Legal Aid Society will pro-
vide,” the organization said in a
statement.
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Lockdown parties report blames UK leadership

Associated Press

LONDON — British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson and other
senior officials bear responsibil-
ity for a culture of rule-breaking
that resulted in several parties
that breached the United King-
dom’s COVID-19 lockdown rules,
a report into the events said
Wednesday.

Revelations that Johnson and
his staff repeatedly flouted the
rules they imposed on others have
elicited outrage in Britain and led
to calls from opponents for the
prime minister to resign.

Johnson said he took “full re-
sponsibility for everything that

took place” but that he would not
step down.

In her report into the “party-
gate” scandal, senior civil servant
Sue Gray said the “senior leader-
ship team ... must bear responsi-
bility” for a culture that allowed
events to take place that “should
not have been allowed to hap-
pen.”

Gray investigated 16 gatherings
attended by Johnson and his staff
in 2020 and 2021 while people in
the U.K. were barred from socia-
lizing, or even from visiting sick
and dying relatives, because of
coronavirus restrictions.

Gray said there had been “fail-

ures of leadership and judgment
in No. 10,” a reference to the ad-
dress of the prime minister’s of-
fice.

“Those in the most junior posi-
tions attended gatherings at
which their seniors were present,
or indeed organized,” she said.

A separate police investigation
resulted in 83 people getting hit
with fines, including Johnson —
making him the first British
prime minister ever found to have
broken the law while in office.

Speaking to lawmakers after
the report was published, John-
son said he was sorry but again
insisted again that he did not

knowingly break any rules.

The prime minister said he was
“humbled” and had “learned a
lesson”, but that it was now time
to “move on” and focus on the go-
vernment’s priorities.

Critics, some of them inside
Johnson’s Conservative Party,
have said the prime minister has
lied to Parliament about the
events. Ministers who knowingly
mislead Parliament are expected
to resign.

Johnson said Wednesday that
when he told Parliament last year
that no rules were broken and
there were no parties, “it was
what I believed to be true.”.

Sweden advises 5th COVID shot for pregnant women, people over 65

Associated Press

STOCKHOLM — Sweden is rec-
ommending a fifth COVID-19 vac-
cine dose for people with an in-
creased risk of becoming seriously
ill, including pregnant women and
anyone aged 65 and over, author-
ities said Tuesday, adding that the
country must “be prepared for an
increased spread during the up-

coming autumn and winter sea-
son.”

“The vaccine is our strongest tool
for preventing serious illness and
death,” Swedish Social Affairs Min-
ister Lena Hallengren said, adding
that the pandemic is not over.

As of Sept. 1, Sweden recom-
mends that another booster shot is
given to people aged 65 and older

and people over 18 in the risk
groups. The Swedish Public Health
Agency said the latter includes
pregnant women, people with wea-
kened immune systems and people
with heart and lung disease.

“In general, the risk of serious ill-
nessisassessed aslow foradultsun-
derthe age of 65 whohave beenvac-
cinated with three doses, but the

risk increases with age and varies
within the group,” agency chief Ka-
rin Tegmark Wisell said.

For most of the pandemic, Swe-
den stood out among European na-
tions for its comparatively hands-
off response. It never went into
lockdown or closed businesses, lar-
gely relying instead on individual
responsibility.

Germany to
loosen COVID
entry orders
over summer

Associated Press

BERLIN — Germany’s health
minister said the government
plans to suspend a pandemic rule
requiring people to show proof of
vaccination, a negative test result
or recent recovery from CO-
VID-19 to enter the country over
the summer.

Health Minister Karl Lauter-
bach told the Funke newspaper
group in comments published
Wednesday that the rule, which
applies to everyone age 12 and
above regardless of where they
are traveling from, will be sus-
pended from June 1 to the end of
August.

Germany has not had any
countries on its list of “high-risk
areas” for the coronavirus since
early March.

Confirmed coronavirus case
numbers have declined steadily
in Germany in recent weeks, and
most restrictions have been lift-
ed.
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OPINION

Biden must stop the promiscuous publicizing of intel

By JounN R. BoLToN
Special to The Washington Post

efore Russia invaded Ukraine in

February, the Biden administra-

tion released substantial intelli-

gence analyses about Russia’s ca-
pabilities and intentions, purportedly to deter
the attack by making public the extent of U.S.
knowledge about Vladimir Putin’s planning.
Similar unprecedented revelations continued
after hostilities commenced.

Neither President Joe Biden’s intelligence
releases nor his other deterrence efforts
stopped the invasion. Nonetheless, his advis-
ers and media acolytes, piling speculation
upon speculation without concrete evidence,
claimed that publicizing the information —
rather than simply sharing it privately with al-
lies — bought time and helped unite NATO.
The media did precious little reporting of the
costs involved or other possible motivations.

Publicly revealing sensitive intelligence
makes sense when apresidenthas clearobjec-
tives, a coherent strategy and, ultimately,
when the revelations advance U.S. interests.
That can be an aspect of intelligence state-
craft: the use of data, analysis and advocacy to
advance U.S. national-security objectives. But
intelligenceis a valuable commodity, often ac-
quired at great cost and risk. Publicizing it
promiscuously can endanger sources and
methods. It can also prove counterproductive
and embarrassing when inaccurate, and en-
courage the bureaucratic propensity to leak.

Does the Biden administration have a strat-
egy, or did these scattershot efforts reflect
larger failures in information statecraft?

Divergent bureaucratic, political and poli-
cy cultures disagree on publicizing intelli-
gence. The State Department suffers from in-
stitutional logorrhea, whereas career intelli-
gence personnel generally make “Silent Cal”
Coolidge seem chatty. Some policymakers in
the currentexecutive branch, with rootsinlib-
eral academia, think tanks or politics, suffer
from “mirrorimaging”—theideathat “adver-
saries” are typically reasonable people just

like us, ready tofind common solutions tocom-
mon problems. Ifonly they had the same infor-
mation we had, this view holds, they, too,
would behave responsibly.

That doesn’t describe the worlds of Putin
and Chinese leader Xi Jinping. As Putin told
me on more than one occasion: “You have
your logic, we have ours; let’s see who pre-
vails.” And even if Russia or China have supe-
rior information-warfare capabilities, releas-
ing classified information shouldn’t be our
knee-jerk response.

In this matter, Biden seems to be largely re-
fighting his last war. The catastrophic strateg-
ic and operational failure of the United States’
humiliating withdrawal from Afghanistan un-
nerved his administration — and made Biden
look clueless. Contrary to Biden’srepeated as-
sertions that Afghanistan’s government and
military could withstand Taliban attacks, they
swiftly collapsed. The White House response
was contradictory and confused, ineffective in
stemming the flood of public criticism.

Seemingly determined to prevent renewed
perceptions of incompetence, Biden’s team
tried to show that, with Ukraine, unlike in Af-
ghanistan, they were on top of events and
knew what Russia was about. Nonetheless, its
performance has been spotty and sometimes
incautious, including revealing less-than-cer-
tain intelligence during the war. Biden had to
contradict his advisers’ release of information
indicating Putin was poorly briefed by timid
subordinates. The administration’s hunger to
disclose extended to foreshadowing, inaccu-
rately, North Korean ICBM or nuclear tests
before or during Biden’s Asia trip.

Even after Biden tried reining in “leaks”
about the war in Ukraine, which amounted to
bureaucratic boasts about agency successes,
the deluge continued.

Most damaging were articles on U.S. infor-
mation-sharing with Ukraine, which by ex-
plaining what was impermissible, told Russia
exactly what we were sharing with Kyiv. Pro-
viding “kill chain” intelligence (information
that directly facilitates attacking enemy forc-

es) to a foreign military can place the United
Statesin or very near combatant status. Publi-
cly discussing it is risky business, especially
considering Putin’s repeated threats, and Bi-
den’s evident fear of doing anything possibly
deemed “escalatory,” such as supplying Uk-
raine with Polish MiGs. Some “leaks” about
such intelligence sharing indeed looked “de-
fensive,” authorized anonymous conversa-
tions intended to protect the United States, but
which were accidentally quite revealing.

What was inexplicably underreported and
under-analyzed by the pro-Biden media is
why the United States was so mistaken in its
pre-invasion intelligence assessment that
Russia would gain swift victory in Ukraine,
with Kyiv falling in days and the entire coun-
try in weeks. Fearing sudden Russian suc-
cesses, the administration leaked that it would
support guerrilla operations afterward, pre-
sumably to deter Moscow from invading. A
U.S. offer to provide Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy safe passage from Kyiv
showed little confidence in his government’s
survivability. You can be sure that China not-
ed these intelligence failures carefully.

It is not just a coincidence that the intelli-
gence and communications strategy mistakes
in Ukraine echoed errors in Afghanistan. Now
recognizing these failures, two major blun-
ders hardly six months apart, the U.S. intelli-
gence community is, quite rightly, reviewing
its performance. They have much to do.

These patterns must change. Revitalizing
the now-dilapidated Cold War legacy of effec-
tive U.S. international communications has
supposedly been a national priority for dec-
ades. If Congress is looking for bipartisan re-
form projects, this one should be top of mind.
Repeated congressional battles over organi-
zation charts and personnel—all self-inflicted
wounds—havetostop. We knewhowtodothis
once; try doing what worked S0 years ago.

John R. Bolton served as national security adviser under
President Donald Trump and is the author of “The Room Where
It Happened: A White House Memoir.”

Holding just 6 Capitol riot hearings won’t do the job

By JONATHAN BERNSTEIN
Bloomberg Opinion
he incredibly shrinking public face
of the congressional committee in-
vestigating the riot at the U.S. Capi-
tol of Jan. 6,2021, has apparently ...
shrunk again.

Last we heard, the long-delayed public
hearings from this committee of the House of
Representatives were finally at hand, with
eight sessions planned beginning in early
June. Yes, that seemed toolittle, too late. But it
was also, wenow learn, more than we’ll actual-
ly get. The new plan? Six hearings, lasting two
weeks. The Guardian reports that they’ll be-
gin with a prime-time session on June 9, end
with another evening event two weeks later,
and fit in four daytime hearings in between.

The Senate Watergate committee held S1
public hearings, over six months. Not six pub-
lic hearings, over two weeks. And that panel
began its hearings within a year of the June
1972 arrests at the Democratic Party head-
quarters in the Watergate Hotel in Washing-
ton, despite the fact that a coverup succeeded
in hiding the enormity of the scandal until Ja-
nuary1973. The Senate created the committee
in February of that year, the hearings beganin
May, and President Richard Nixon resigned
on Aug. 8,1974.

It’snotthatthe Jan. 6committee hasbeenla-
zy. By all accounts, it’s done a tremendous
amount of work. Perhaps that work will, once
it’s eventually turned over to the Department
of Justice, result in important prosecutions.
But the public side of the investigation? The
committee may just not consider that impor-
tant. Ormaybeit’sjustbad atit. Nomatter how
dramatic the dozen hours of hearings turn out
to be, the members are basically abandoning
any attempt to build momentum in the way
thatthe Watergate committee did, and thatthe
Iran-Contra committee did in 1987.

The Jan. 6 committee did hold a single pub-
lic hearing soon after it was convened, way
back on July 27, 2021, in which the attack on
the Capitol was portrayed through the eyes of
the law-enforcement officials who attempted
to defend against an invading mob bent on
overturning President Donald Trump’s de-
feat in the 2020 presidential election.

The hearing made for riveting TV viewing.
But it also demonstrated that the impact of a
single, well-scripted, polished presentation
fades quickly once it’s over. The Watergate
hearings were such a cultural eventin partbe-
cause of their length. People didn’t watch ev-
ery moment. Many probably didn’t watch at
all. But because it was so thorough, and just so
long, it was impossible to avoid it.

The Watergate hearings also worked as TV
in part because they weren’t polished, and
didn’t appear to be scripted. Witnesses were
generally interviewed in private before the
public sessions, and the committee certainly
cared about the public case it was making, but
the actual sessions consisted of lawyers and
senators asking questions of witnesses, rather
than (as is expected in June) presentations by
the committee carefully designed to tell a spe-
cific story.

Perhapsitwill work! ButI’m not sure exact-
ly which audience the committee is targeting.
and whether a carefully controlled presenta-
tion is the best option for holding the attention
of the media and of those opinion leaders who
are open to being convinced that the events of
Jan. 6 are important. Because they, more than
anyone else, are the main audience.

The good news for the committee is that this
audience, even after the long delay, is proba-
bly willing to pay attention. But it just doesn’t
seem, despite mountains of evidence of truly
important malfeasance, that the committee
has much to give them. I hope I’'m wrong.

Bloomberg Opinion columnist Jonathan Bernstein is a former
professor of political science at the University of Texas at San
Antonio and DePauw University. This column does not necessar-
ily reflect the opinion of the editorial board or Bloomberg LP
and its owners.
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59 Lighten

5-26 CRYPTOQUIP

OVIZEXV H’C YSV AZCVN

OVAVWHIHZFM LW CM WZYSVF'X

EACZAAVN ZHFIFZWY, H ZC

SVHF YL YSV NFLAV.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A CHEF GOES
THROUGH CLOSE TO TEN CANS OF SHORTENING,
HAS HE USED THE WHOLE NINE LARDS?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals C
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Lamar has biggest
No. 1 debut of 2022

Kendrick Lamar has retained
his status as the king of the Bill-
board 200.

The 14-time Grammy-winning
rapper’s newest album, “Mr. Mo-
rale and the Big Steppers,” landed
in the No. 1 spot in its first week of
release on the Billboard charts,
with the equivalent of 295,500
sales.

According to the Luminate mu-
sic tracking service (formerly
known as MRC Data), the eagerly
anticipated opus amassed 343 mil-
lion clicks on streaming services.

Marking the 34-year-old’s
fourth consecutive No. 1 album,
“Mr. Morale & the Big Steppers”
also had the largest number of
first week sales of 2022.

Released on May 13, the album
follows 2017’s “DAMN,” which
was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for
music, heralded as “a virtuosic
song collection unified by its ver-
nacular authenticity and rhyth-
mic dynamism.”

Last week, Lamar announced
plans to kick off his international
tour, The Big Steppers Tour, fea-
turing Baby Keem and Tanna Le-
one. It’s scheduled to begin June
23 in Milan, Italy.

Bruce Springsteen, band

to tour in US, Europe

The Boss is hitting the road
again, and the E Street Band band
is coming with him.

The rockers announced Mon-
day that they will begin an arena
tour in February in the United
States, followed by stadium shows
beginning in April in Europe.

Details on U.S. sites will be an-
nounced later, but it’ll be the first
time the group has toured since
wrapping The River Tour in Aus-
tralia in February 2017.

The European concerts will be-
gin April 28th in Barcelona, the
announcement said. Other stops
in Europe will include Dublin, Pa-
ris, Rome, Amsterdam, Copenha-
gen with the last European show
announced so far happening July
25 in Monza, Italy. Concerts in
Britain and Belgium will also be
announced later.

Aerosmith cancels shows
as Tyler treats addiction

Aerosmith is canceling a set of
shows that would have kicked off
the band’s residency in Las Vegas.

The classic rock giants made
the announcement on Instagram,
citing 74-year-old singer Steven
Tyler’s struggles with addiction
for the change in plans.

“As many of you know, our be-
loved brother Steven has worked
on his sobriety for many years,”
the band wrote. “After foot sur-
gery to prepare for the stage and
the necessity of pain management
during the process, he has recent-
ly relapsed and voluntarily en-
tered a treatment program to con-
centrate on his health and recov-
ery.n

From wire reports

FX/TNS

From left, Lane Factor as Cheese, Paulina Alexis as Willie Jack, D’Pharaoh Woon-A-Tai as Bear and Devery
Jacobs as Elora Danan are the young stars of FX’s “Reservation Dogs,” which is also available on Hulu.

Community matters

‘Reservation Dogs’ actors discuss Indigenous inclusion, close-knit set

By MicHAEL ORDONA
Los Angeles Times

iven an array of seating options, the four

young stars of “Reservation Dogs” pile

onto a couch. They look sharp, dolled up

for a photo session, but that doesn’t stem
their good-natured ribbing. But they settle down as
“big sister” Devery Jacobs — at 28 by far the eldest of
the four — explains what the series means to them.

“Not only were the character breakdowns reflec-
tive of Muscogee Creek kids,” she says of the Oklaho-
ma-based Native American tribe, “but also us being
Indigenous kids, being able to infuse all our own cul-
tures and backgrounds, coming from our own specif-
ic nations and tribes and communities. Thatit’s taken
so long to see geeky Native kids on screen ... that was
me growing up. It’s really special.”

The series, created by showrunner Sterlin Harjo, a
member of the Seminole Nation with Muscogee an-
cestry, and Oscar winner Taika Waititi, who is Maori
on his father’s side, follows four Indigenous Oklaho-
ma teens we meet stealing a delivery truck to sell off.
The limits of their larceny are small-time, their pur-
pose much bigger. They’re working toward fleeing
the reservation to the Promised Land: California.

Jacobs plays Elora, the most reasonable of the
group; D’Pharaoh Woon-A-Tai plays Bear, who
thinks he’s the leader and has mystic, though me-
diocre, visions; Lane Factor plays go-with-the-flow
guy Cheese; Paulina Alexis is plainspoken tomboy
Willie Jack (whom the show’s creators intended to be
male, but rewrote after meeting her).

“Growing up, I never had a show like this to
watch,” Alexis says. “When I got to doit, I just knew I
had to express myself, how I am.”

It’s funny to encounter them glammed up after see-
ing them only in their rural, run-down “Dogs” set-
ting. Yet all four say they bear strong similarities to
their characters. When Factor, who had never acted
before, says, “I dress a lot like Cheese,” the others
laugh, calling out examples.

The other three are fondly impressed with how
quickly Factor picked up the brass tacks of acting,
this being not just his first professional gig but also
the 16-year-old’s first audition.

Alexis, 20, has been in two movies (“Ghostbusters:
Afterlife” and “Beans,” with Woon-A-Tai), but be-
fore that had focused on covering rock songs with her
family. She has belted out AC/DC and Guns N’ Roses
since she was 10, though she also loves “singing and
dancing pow-wow. ... I fell in love with the tradish.”

Woon-A-Tai, 20, has collected seven credits so far
and says the “Dogs” set, with its almost entirely Na-
tive American cast and crew, is unlike any experi-
ence he has had: “I did an Indigenous-led project and
the majority of the crew wasn’t. There were a few
times there were racist remarks being said on set;
people got fired from that.”

The actor, the cast agrees, is the smart one. They
cite Woon-A-Tai’s knowledge of music history, phi-
losophy and particularly the histories of Native
tribes. ““You know, in 1882 ...”” Alexis says in teasing
admiration of her friend.

For his part, Woon-A-Tai is just pleased to have
found such a close-knit environment. “We shot the pi-
lot in a week, and after that, all these guys, everyone
in the crew, they’re all family. Just off the pilot, we
built this community.”

“Before this experience, I didn’t know that com-
munity could coexist with industry,” agrees Jacobs,
who has roughly 25 credits since 2007. (The others
refer to her as a big sister, someone to whom they
turn for help and guidance, who “is always there” for
them, as Woon-A-Tai puts it.)

Jacobs gives full credit for the close-knit set to
Sterlin. “Everyone [down to] background perform-
ers were Sterlin’s family and his community. We had
elders on set.”

Jacobs notes that on traditional sets, there is a hie-
rarchy of who gets to eat first — cast, crew and finally
background performers. “But on our set, it was mak-
ing sure elders eat first, that background performers
eat with everybody because it’s a communal project.
It’s reflective of Sterlin’s upbringing.

“It’s not just that we have Indigenous creators on
this project; it’s that we’re bringing our ways, every
step through. Whether it’s FX bringing on Indigenous
publicists or focusing on Indigenous media; we’re in-
cluding community members every step of the way. I
didn’t even know that could happen.”

Ringo Starr NFT artwork
to be sold at auction

Ringo Starr is drumming up a
new virtual venture.

Digital artwork created by the
Beatles drummer will be sold next
month at an online auction titled
the “Ringo Starr NFT Collection
— The Creative Mind of a Beatle.”

Fans will be able to bid on the
non-fungible tokens, which fea-
ture animated paintings by Starr
along with a “custom-made drum
composition recorded and
played” by the artist, according to
Julien’s Auctions, which is hold-
ing the event.

The purchases also include a
canvas print signed by Starr.

“I only ever wanted to be a
drummer yet you never know
where a new idea or path will lead
you,” Starr, 81, said in a statement.
“This new technology is so far out
it’s inspired me and I loved creat-
ing these NFTs combining my art
and my music. Who'd have
thought I would be spreading
Peace and Love in the Meta-
Verse.”

The auction, which is scheduled
for June 13, includes five different
NTFs, with four of each set to be
sold. Bids can be made that day on
the juliensauctions.com website.

Rita Moreno joins ‘Fast X’

as Diesel's grandmother

The “Fast and the Furious” fam-
ily just got a little bigger.

Vin Diesel announced on Insta-
gram that Rita Moreno will play
his onscreen grandmother in the
upcoming film “Fast X.” The ac-
tion star, who portrays street rac-
er Dom Toretto in the movie fran-
chise, posted a celebratory video
Tuesday featuring Moreno and
Michelle Rodriguez, who plays his
onscreen wife, Letty Ortiz.

“It’s been my dream forever to
work with Rita Moreno, and the
fact that she’s here playing my
grandmother makes my soul
smile,” Diesel said in the clip. “I
am so blessed.”

The 90-year-old screen legend
recently appeared in Steven Spiel-
berg’s Oscar-winning adaptation
of “West Side Story.”

‘FBF season finale pulled

after Texas shooting

CBS pulled the season finale of
“FBI” after a deadly elementary
school shooting in Texas.

The network said Tuesday that
it will not air the show’s season
four finale titled “Prodigal Son.”
The decision was made by CBS af-
ter a gunman killed at least 19 stu-
dents and two adults at Robb Ele-
mentary School in Uvalde, Texas.

The finale’s storyline involved a
suspected student’s participation
in a deadly robbery.

The synopsis reads: “As the
team investigates a deadly rob-
bery that garnered a cache of au-
tomatic weapons for the killers,
they discover one of the perps is a
classmate of Jubal’s son, whois re-
luctant to cooperate.”

From wire reports
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SCOREBOARD/NFL

PRO SOCCER

PRO BASKETBALL

MLS WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE EASTERN CONFERENCE
W L T Pts GF GA W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 6 1 6 24 18 9 Washington 6 2 .750 -
NYCFC 7 3 2 23 24 10 Chicago 4 2 .667 1
Orlando City 6 4 3 21 16 17 Connecticut 4 2 .667 1
CF Montréal 6 5 2 20 24 23 Atlanta 4 3 .571 1%
New York 5 3 5 20 20 14 Indiana 2 7.222 4%
Cincinnati 6 6 1 19 18 21 New York 1 5 .167 4

Charlotte FC 5 7 1 16 12 16 WESTERN CONFERENCE

Atlanta 4 4 4 16 19 18

New England 4 5 3 15 21 22 w L Pct GB
Inter MiamiCF 4 6 3 15 13 21 Las Vegas 7 1 .875 -
D.C. United 4 6 2 14 16 19 Dallas 5 2 .714 1%
Columbus 3 5 4 13 15 15 Seattle 3 3 .500 3
Toronto FC 3 7 3 12 18 25 Phoenix 2 4 .333 4
Chicago 2 6 5 11 11 17 LosAngeles 2 5.286 4%
Minnesota 2 6 .250 5

WESTERN CONFERENCE
W L T Pts GF GA

LAFC 8 3 2 26 26 14
Austin FC 7 3 3 24 27 14
FC Dallas 6 3 4 22 21 12
Real Salt Lake 6 3 4 22 14 17
LA Galaxy 6 5 2 20 13 14
Nashville 5 4 4 19 15 15
Houston 5 5 3 18 17 14
Colorado 5 5 3 18 15 14
Minnesota 5 5 3 18 15 14
Portland 3 5 6 15 20 23
San Jose 3 5 5 14 23 29
Seattle 4 6 1 13 13 15
Sporting KC 3 7 4 13 13 25
Vancouver 3 7 2 11 13 23

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday, May 21

Los Angeles FC 2, Columbus 0
New England 3, Cincinnati 2
Toronto FC 2, D.C. United 2, tie
Atlanta 2, Nashville 2, tie

Sunday, May 22

Real Salt Lake 2, CF Montréal 1
Charlotte FC 2, Vancouver 1

New York City FC 1, Chicago 0

Miami 2, New York 0

Minnesota 2, FC Dallas 1

Sporting Kansas City 1, San Jose 1, tie
Orlando City 2, Austin FC 2, tie
Colorado 1, Seattle 0

Houston 3, LA Galaxy 0

Philadelphia 2, Portland 0

Saturday’s games

San Jose at Los Angeles FC
Columbus at Atlanta

D.C. United at New York
Chicago at Toronto FC
Cincinnati at CF Montréal
Philadelphia at New England
FC Dallas at Orlando City
Portland at Miami

New York City FC at Minnesota
Nashville at Colorado
Vancouver at Sporting Kansas City
Houston at Real Salt Lake

Sunday’s games
Austin FC at LA Galaxy

Charlotte FC at Seattle
Saturday, June 4
Real Salt Lake at Vancouver
NWSL
W L T Pts GF GA
SD Wave FC 4 1 0 12 8 2
AngelCityFC 3 1 0 9 4 2
Louisville 2 1 2 8 6 5
Houston 2 1 1 7 5 2
Orlando 2 21 7 7 10
Chicago 2 1 0 6 7 5
Portland 1 1 2 5 4 3
Washington 1 1 2 5 3 3
OL Reign 01 3 3 3 4
Gotham FC 1 2 0 3 3 5
Kansas City 0 3 1 1 2 8
NorthCarolina 0 3 0 0o 2 5

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday, May 21

Houston 2, Portland 0
Angel City FC 1, Kansas City 0

Sunday, May 22

San Diego Wave FC 1, North Carolina 0
Louisville 1, Gotham FC 0

Washington 0, OL Reign 0, tie

Chicago 4, Orlando 2

Wednesday’s game
Kansas City at OL Reign
Friday’s game
Washington at Orlando
Saturday’s game
Portland at Chicago
Sunday’s games

San Diego Wave FC at OL Reign
North Carolina at Houston
Gotham FC at Angel City FC

Monday, May 30
Louisville at Kansas City
Wednesday, June 1
Chicago at Washington

Monday’s games
Las Vegas 104, Los Angeles 76
Tuesday’s games

Washington 70, Atlanta 50
Dallas 85, Connecticut 77
Minnesota 84, New York 78
Chicago 95, Indiana 90

Wednesday’s games
Phoenix at Los Angeles
Thursday’s games
Dallas at Connecticut
Friday’s games

Los Angeles at Indiana
New York at Seattle

COLLEGE LACROSSE

NCAA Men’s Tournament

Opening Round
Wednesday, May 11
Vermont 15, Manhattan 3
Delaware 20, Robert Morris 8
First Roun
Saturday, May 14
Princeton 12, Boston U. 5
Penn 11, Richmond 10, OT
Yale 18, Saint Joseph’s 16
Vlrglnla 17, Brown 10
Sunday, May 15
Maryland 21, Vermont 5
Rutgers 19, Harvard 9
Cornell 15, Ohio St. 8
Delaware 10 Georgetown 9
Quarterfmals
At Hempstead, N.Y.
Saturday, May 21
Rutgers 11, Penn 9
Prmceton 14 Yale 10
Columbus, Ohio
Sunday, May 22
Cornell 10, Delaware 8
Maryland 18 Virginia 9
At East Hartford, Conn.
Semifinal
Saturday, May 28
Cornell vs. Rutgers
Maryland vs. Princeton
Championship
Monday, May 30
Semifinal winners

NCAA Women’s Tournament

First and second round at various
campus sites
First Round
Friday, May 13
Virginia 13, Southern Cal 11
Florida 19, Mercer 12
Duke 17, John Hopkins 12
Jacksonville 20, Stanford 8
Stony Brook 16, Drexel 4
Loyola (Md.) 17 Mount St. Mary's 5
Syracuse 12, Fairfield 11
Denver 16, Vermont 3
Northwestern 22, Cent. Michigan 7
Rutgers 17, Saint Joseph's 10
Princeton 15, UMass 9
James Madison 14, UConn 7
Michigan 17, Notre Dame 11
Second Round
Sunday, May 15
North Carolina 24, Virginia 2
Syracuse 13, Princeton 9
Stony Brook 11, Rutgers 7
Loyola (Md.) 18, James Madison 8
Boston College 13, Denver 8
Northwestern 15, Michigan 12
Maryland 19, Duke 6
Florida 15, Jacksonville 10
Quarterfinals
Thursday, May 19
Maryland 18, Florida 5
Boston College 20, Loyola (Md.) 13
Northwestern 15, Syracuse 4
North Carolina 8, Stony Brook 5
At Baltimore
Semifinals
Friday, May 27
North Carolina vs. Northwestern
Maryland vs. Boston College
Championship
Sunday, May 29
Semifinal winners

May 26

1925 — In Detroit’s 8-1 win over the Chi-
cago White Sox, Ty Cobb becomes the first
to collect 1,000 career extra-base hits. He
finished his career with 1,139.

1985 — Danny Sullivan misses almost
certain disaster and holds off Mario An-
drettiand therest of the fastest field in au-
to racing to win the Indianapolis 500. On
the 119th lap, Sullivan spins his racer 360
degrees, narrowly avoiding both the wall
and Andretti.

Tuesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Assigned RHP
Dean Kremer to Norfolk (IL) for rehab.

BOSTON RED SOX — Selected the con-
tract of RHP Brett Kennedy from Long Is-
land (Atlantic League).

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Placed OF Luis
Robert on the COVID-19 IL. Recalled INF
Jake Burger from Charlotte (IL).

HOUSTON ASTROS — Reinstated RHP
Bryan Abreu.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Placed LHP Arol-
dis Chapman on the 15-day IL. Reinstated
C Kyle Higashioka from the COVID-19 IL.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Reinstated OF
Kyle Lewis from the 10-day IL. Optioned
LHP Danny Young to Tacoma (PCL). As-
signed RHP Adrian Sampson outright to
Tacoma (PCL) after he cleared waiver. Re-
leased OF Steven Souza Jr.

TEXAS RANGERS — Reinstated RHP Al-
bert Abreu from the 15-day IL. Optioned
RHP Nick Snyder. to Round Rock (PCL).

National League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Reinstated
C Jose Herrera from the 10-day IL. Reas-
signed C Grayson greiner to Reno (PCL).

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Assigned CF
Mickey Moniak to Reading (EL) for rehab.
Agreed to terms with RHP Zach Eflin on a
2022 contract with a 2023 mutual option.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Recalled RHP
Roansy Contreras from Indianal.)olis (IL).
Selected the contract of OF Cal Mitchell
from Indianapolis. Placed RHP Heath
Hembree on the 15-day IL, retroactive to
May 21 and DH Daniel Vogelbach on the 10-
day IL. Designated LHP Cam Alldred for as-

signment.
FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed RB Dar-
rel Williams.

ATLANTA FALCONS — Signed LB DeAn-
gelo Malone to a rookie contract.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Signed CB Kyle

Fuller.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Waived DE Joe
Jackson.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed TE Nakia
Grlffln Stewart. Waived TE Nick Gugge-

mo.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Waived DT Chris
Slayton. Claimed DT Chris Slayton of waiv-
ers from San Francisco.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed RB Ty-
’Son Williams. Waived C Alex Mollette.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Placed RB Sin-
cere McCormick on injured reserve.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Signed TE Ka-
hale Warring. Waived DB Jack Koerner.

HOCKEY

National Hockey League
ARIZONA COYOTES — Signed G lvan
Prosvetov to a one-year contract exten-
sio
COLORADO AVALANCHE — Assigned G
Trent Miner to Utah (ECHL)

Major League Soccer

NASHVILLE SC — Recalled G Elliot Panic-
co from Indy Eleven (USL) loan.

REAL SALT LAKE — Loaned Ds Chris Ka-
blan and Jaziel Orozco, G David Ochoa, F
Chris Garcia, M Bode Davis to Real Mon-
archs of USL NEXT Pro pending league and
federatlon alp‘RIroval

National Women’s Soccer League

NWSL — Fined Washington head coach
Kris Ward for statements criticizing
league operations during a press confe-
rence on May 18 and also fined the team
for subsequent comments on social

media.
COLLEGE
HASTINGS — Named Trey Heckadon
men’s head wrestling coach.

COLLEGE SOFTBALL

NCAA Division | Super Regionals

(Best-of-three; x-if necessary)

Host school is home team for Game 1;
visiting school is home team for Game 2;
coin flip determines home team for Game
3

At Norman, Okla.
Friday: No. 1 Oklahoma (52-2) vs. UCF
(49-12)
Saturday: Oklahoma vs. UCF
x-Sunday: Oklahoma vs. UCF
At Blacksburg, Va.
Friday: No. 3 Virginia Tech (45-8) vs. Flor-
ida (46-16)
Saturday: Virgina Tech vs. Florida
x-Sunday: Vlrgrnla Tech vs. Florida
empe, Ariz.
Friday: No. 8 Arizona St. (42-9) vs. No. 9
Northwestern (43-10)
Saturday: Arizona St. vs. Northwestern
x-Sunday° Arlzona St. vs. Northwestern
Palo Alto, Calif.
Friday: stanford (39-20) vs. Oregon St.
(37-20)

Saturday: Stanford vs. Oregon St.
x-Sunday: Stanford vs. Oregon St.
At Los Angeles
Friday: No. 5 UCLA (46-8) vs. No. 12 Duke
(44-9)
Saturday: UCLA vs. Duke
x-Sunday. UCLA vs. Duke
At Stillwater, Okla.
Thursday: No. 7 Oklahoma St. (44-12) vs.
No. 10 Clemson (42-15)
Friday: Oklahoma St. vs. Clemson
x-Saturdaxz Oklahoma St. vs. Clemson
t Fayetteville Ark.
Thursday: No. 4 Arkansas (47-9) vs. Tex-
as (41-18-1)
Friday: Arkansas vs. Texas
Saturday. Arkansas vs. Texas
At Starkville, Miss.
Friday: Mississippi St. (37-25) vs. Arizo-
na (36-20)
Saturday: Mississippi St. vs. Arizona
x-Sunday: Mississippi St. vs. Arizona

ReBEccA BLACKWELL/AP

NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell announced Tuesday the NFL has
expanded the Rooney Rule again, this time to include quarterbacks
coaches in a further effort to diversify the coaching ranks.

Altered: Rooney Rule
includes QB coaches

By BARRY WILNER
Associated Press

The NFL has expanded the
Rooney Rule again, this time to in-
clude quarterbacks coaches in a
further effort to diversify the
coaching ranks.

The change was announced
Tuesday at the owners meeting in
Atlanta by Jonathan Beane, the
NFL’s senior vice president and
chief diversity and inclusion offi-
cer. The oft-criticized Rooney
Rule, adopted in 2003 to enhance
opportunities for minorities to
gain head coaching jobs and en-
hanced several times to include
front office positions, now will re-
quire one minority or female can-
didate from another team to be in-
terviewed for  quarterbacks
coach. Previously, the rule cov-
ered head coach, general manag-
er and all coordinator jobs.

Such current head coaches as
Zac Taylor of the Bengals, Kyle
Shanahan of the 49ers, and Brian
Daboll of the Giants have ad-
vanced from QB coach to the top
spot.

In March, the owners approved
for this season that all 32 clubs
must employ a female or a mem-
ber of an ethnic or racial minority
to serve as an offensive assistant
coach. The person will receive a
one-year contract and work close-
ly with the head coach and offen-
sive staff to gain experience.

Commissioner Roger Goodell
said at the end of the meetings
that the league’s investigation into
accusations of sexual misconduct
by now-Cleveland quarterback
Deshaun Watson is close to a con-
clusion. He did not provide a ti-
meline on any decision or poten-
tial discipline for Watson, who is
facing civil lawsuit from 22 wom-
en.

An additional change made
Tuesday forbids teams from hir-
ing a new head coach until after

the wild-card playoff round, Goo-
dell said. Teams can’t conduct
head coach interviews with candi-
dates from other NFL teams until
the third day after the season ends
— if the candidate’s team is not in
the playoffs. For potential hires
who are in wild-card round
games, there will be a two-day hi-
atus following their game before
interviews.

Significantly, teams can’t hold
in-person head coach interviews
with anyone working for another
team until after all wild-card
games. But interviews with in-
house candidates or those not
working in the NFL are allowed
before the wild-card round.

The idea is to provide more
preparation time for interviews.

Goodell said he was not aware
of an upsurge in ownership dis-
content with Washington Com-
manders owner Daniel Snyder
despite reports that several teams
are in favor of a suspension if re-
cent claims of financial impro-
prieties by the franchise are accu-
rate. The Commanders are being
investigated.

The owners also discussed pos-
sibly dropping the Pro Bowl or to-
tally revamping it.

Earlier, Indianapolis was
awarded the next two NFL scout-
ing combines. The city has staged
the winter event since 1987 for
players entering the draft.

Indianapolis was granted host-
ing rights for the 2023 and 2024
combines. This was the first time
the NFL put the combine up for
bidding, with Dallas and Los An-
geles also seeking to host.

Studies showed that the 2022
combine generated an estimated
$9.6 million in economic impact
for the city.

In 2023, the combine will take
place Feb. 28—March 6, and in
2024 the dates are Feb. 27-March
4.



Pace 20

S 3RRER RN

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Thursday, May 26, 2022

MLB

Pederson drives Giants past Mets

He hits 3 homers, has 8
RBIs in team’s 13-12 win

Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Joc Pe-
derson turned a pair of pregame
chats with home run king Barry
Bonds into the best night of his ca-
reer.

Pederson homered three times
and drove in a career-high eight
runs, including a tying single with
two outs in the ninth inning, and
the San Francisco Giants out-
slugged the New York Mets 13-12
on Tuesday in one of the wildest
games imaginable.

“Just getting knowledge from
such a good hitter and the way he
thinks about baseball and hitting,
it just helped to connect some dots
to free my mind up at the plate,”
Pederson said. “I’'m not ever going
to be Barry Bonds. He’s the best
hitter to touch a bat. But it defi-
nitely helped free my mind up in
the box.”

Brandon Crawford hit a game-
winning single off closer Edwin
Diaz and the Giants — after blow-
ing a late six-run lead — somehow
recovered to pull off two improb-
able comebacks of their own.

Francisco Lindor homered and
drove in six runs for the Mets, in-
cluding a bases-loaded triple that
put them ahead in a seven-run
eighth.

Pederson was preparing for the
game when he and teammate La-
Monte Wade Jr. spent 30 minutes
with Bonds in the clubhouse.

Yankees 7, Orioles 6 (11): Jose
Trevino hit a game-ending single
in the 11th inning and ailing New
York overcame injuries to two All-
Stars to end its first three-game
skid of the season by beating Balti-
more.

Trevino hit his second homer of
the season earlier in the game and
also had a tying single in the sev-
enth.

Red Sox 16, White Sox 3: Tre-
vor Story and Christian Vazquez

TonNy AVELAR/AP

The San Francisco Giants’ Joc Pederson, right, celebrates with Mike Yastrzemski (5) and Darin Ruf (33)
after hitting a three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning. Pederson had two
other homers in a 13-12 win Tuesday in San Francisco.

each hit a three-run home run and
drove in four runs as Boston ex-
tended its winning streak to six
games with a rout at Chicago.

Story’s homer off Dylan Cease
(4-2) capped a four-run first in-
ning. Vazquez hit a three-run shot
off Matt Foster to highlight a six-
run sixth.

Brewers 4, Padres 1: Corbin
Burnes outlasted Blake Snell in a
showdown of recent Cy Young
Award winners and Tyrone Tay-
lor hit a tiebreaking, three-run
homer to help Milwaukee win at
San Diego.

Mike Brosseau also homered
for the Brewers, who ended the
Padres’ winning streak at five.

Angels 5, Rangers 3: Noah
Syndergaard allowed one run
over eight strong innings of four-
hit ball in his longest appearance

CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP

Boston’s Trevor Story, left, celebrates his three-run home run off
Chicago White Sox starting pitcher Dylan Cease with third base coach
Carlos Febles. The homer came during the first inning of the Red

Sox’s 16-3 win Tuesday in Chicago.

since returning from elbow sur-
gery, and Jared Walsh homered in
Los Angeles’ win over visiting
Texas.

Luis Rengifo and Tyler Wade
had RBI singles during a four-run
fourth inning for the Angels, who
have won three straight following
a four-game skid that began with
three losses on the road against
the Rangers last week.

Dodgers 9, Nationals 4: Moo-
kie Betts homered twice and Los
Angeles won at Washington.

Betts smacked a three-run hom-
er off former Dodgers prospect
Josiah Gray (4-4) and hit solo shot
off Victor Arano for his 21st career
multihomer game.

Braves 6, Phillies 5: William
Contreras singled home Ronald
Acufia Jr. in the bottom of the
ninth inning to lift host Atlanta
over Philadelphia.

Bryce Harper put the Phillies
ahead 5-4 in the top of the ninth
with a two-run homer off closer
Kenley Jansen (3-0). Harper fin-
ished with four RBIs.

Rockies 2, Pirates 1 (10): Con-
nor Joe singled home the tiebreak-
ing run in the 10th inning and Col-
orado won at Pittsburgh.

With one out, Joe grounded his
hit up the middle off David Bednar
(1-1), scoring automatic runner
Sam Hilliard from second base.

Twins 2, Tigers 0: Sonny Gray
struck out a season-high 10 over
seven sharp innings, carrying host
Minnesota past Detroit for its
sixth straight victory.

Gray (2-1) allowed four hits and
one walk in by far his best of six

starts with his new team. The
Twins, who are 23-8 since April 21,
have won each of the last four
games with Gray on the mound af-
ter he returned from a strained
hamstring.

Blue Jays 8, Cardinals 1: Danny
Jansen hit a three-run homer and
a solo shot, Vladimir Guerrero Jr.
also went deep and Toronto won at
St. Louis.

Kevin Gausman (4-3) threw six
scoreless innings with eight stri-
keouts and no walks. He allowed
four hits and beat the Cardinals
for the first time in eight appear-
ances.

Cubs 11, Reds 4: Frank
Schwindel homered twice in a
game for the first time in his ca-
reer, Marcus Stroman recovered
from a rough start to pitch five ef-
fective innings, and Chicago
rolled at Cincinnati.

Rays 4, Marlins 0: Kevin Kier-
maier hit Pablo Lépez’s first pitch
for an inside-the-park home run
and host Tampa Bay beat Miami.

Astros 7, Guardians 3: Fram-
ber Valdez pitched seven strong
innings and Kyle Tucker hit a
three-run homer as host Houston
beat Cleveland.

Diamondbacks 8, Royals 6: Pa-
vin Smith and pinch-hitter Jordan
Luplow homered in a five-run
sixth inning as host Arizona beat
Kansas City.

Athletics 7, Mariners 5: Elvis
Andrus hit a tying homer in the
sixth inning, then singled and
scored in a two-run seventh as vis-
iting Oakland snapped a 13-game
losing streak to Seattle.

Scoreboard

American League
East Division
W L Pct GB

New York 30 13 .698 _
Tampa Bay 25 17 595 4V,
Toronto 23 20 .535 7
Boston 20 22 476 9%
Baltimore 18 26 .409 12

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Minnesota 27 16 .628 _
Chicago 21 21 500 5%
Cleveland 18 21 .462 7
Detroit 14 28 333 12%
Kansas City 14 28 333 12V%%

West Division
w L Pct GB

Houston 28 16 .636 _
Los Angeles 27 17 614 1
Texas 18 23 439 8%2
Seattle 18 26 .409 10
Oakland 18 27 .400 10%
National League
East Division

W L Pct GB
New York 29 16 .644 _
Atlanta 20 23 .465 8
Philadelphia 20 23 .465 8
Miami 18 23 .439 9
Washington 14 30 .318 14%

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Milwaukee 27 16 .628 _
St. Louis 24 19 .558 3
Chicago 18 24 429 8%
Pittsburgh 17 25 .405 9%
Cincinnati 12 30 .286 14%

West Division
W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 29 13 .690 _
San Diego 28 15 .651 1%
San Francisco 23 19 .548 6
Arizona 23 22 511 7%
Colorado 20 22 .476 9

Tuesday’s games

Tampa Bay 4, Miami 0

Minnesota 2, Detroit 0

N.Y. Yankees 7, Baltimore 6, 11 innings

Houston 7, Cleveland 3

Toronto 8, St. Louis 1

Boston 16, Chicago White Sox 3

L.A. Angels 5, Texas 3

Arizona 8, Kansas City 6

Oakland 7, Seattle 5

Chicago Cubs 11, Cincinnati 4

Colorado 2, Pittsburgh 1, 10 innings

L.A. Dodgers 9, Washington 4

Atlanta 6, Philadelphia 5

Milwaukee 4, San Diego 1

San Francisco 13, N.Y. Mets 12
Wednesday’s games

Detroit at Minnesota
Oakland at Seattle

Miami at Tampa Bay
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees
Boston at Chicago White Sox
Cleveland at Houston
Texas at L.A. Angels
Colorado at Pittsburgh

N.Y. Mets at San Francisco
L.A. Dodgers at Washington
Milwaukee at San Diego
Chica}:?o Cubs at Cincinnati
Philadelphia at Atlanta

Thursday’s games
N.Y. Yankees (Cortes 3-1) at Tampa Bay

(TBD)
3 g)leveland (Civale 2-3) at Detroit (Skubal

Kansas City (Lynch 2-3) at Minnesota
(Ryan 5-2) . .

Boston (Wacha 3-0) at Chicago White
Sox (Keuchel 2-4) .

Toronto (Ryu 1-0) at L.A. Angels (Ohtani

3-2)
Texas (Pérez 3-2) at Oakland (Montas

4
Chicago Cubs (Steele 1-4) at Cincinnati
(Greene 1-6)

Colorado (Marquez 1-4) at Washington
(Corbin 0-7)

Philadelphia (Nola 1-4) at Atlanta
(er_?ht 4-2) )

Milwaukee (Lauer 4-1) at St. Louis
(Wainwright 5-3) .

L.A. Dodgers (TBD) at Arizona (Castella-
nos 3-1)

Friday’s games

Baltimore at Boston
Cleveland at Detroit

N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay
Kansas City at Minnesota
Toronto at L.A. Angels
Houston at Seattle

Texas at Oakland

San Francisco at Cincinnati
Colorado at Washington
Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets
Miami at Atlanta
Milwaukee at St. Louis

L.A. Dodgers at Arizona
Pittsburgh at San Diego
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Above: Oilers center Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, front left, celebrates his third-period goal against the Flames.
He scored twice in a 5-3 win Tuesday in Edmonton as the Oilers took a 3-1 lead in their second-round
series. Below: Flames goalie Jacob Markstrom blocks the net against Oilers winger Zach Hyman, center.

Oilers push Flames to

Associated Press

EDMONTON, Alberta — Ryan Nugent-Hopkins
has suffered through plenty of heartache in Edmon-
ton.

The top pick at the 2011 draft missed the playoffs in
seven of his first eight NHL seasons as the Oilers re-
peatedly fumbled and bumbled their way through
what must have felt like a never-ending rebuild.

After a stunning turn of events midway through the
third period on Tuesday night, Nugent-Hopkins rose
to the occasion when he was needed most.

Nugent-Hopkins scored his second goal of the game
with 3:27 left in regulation, and Edmonton beat the
Calgary Flames S-3 to take a 3-1 lead in the second-
round playoff series.

“The main thing was that we had to keep pushing,”
Nugent-Hopkins said after Rasmus Andersson
scored short-handed from 150 feetaway as the Flames
rallied all the way back from a 3-0 deficit to tie the
game. “Stuff like that happens, it’s hockey. Bounces
happen.

“There was no quit.”

Qilers interim head coach Jay Woodcroft credited
Nugent-Hopkins, who was playing just the 32nd
playoff game of his 11-season career, for stepping up
with Edmonton wobbling.

“It’s inspiring,” said Woodcroft, whose Oilers are
now one win from making the Western Conference fi-
nals for the first time since 2006. “There’s room for
greatness from everybody on our team.

“Tonight was Ryan’s moment.”

Evander Kane scored his NHL-leading 11th and
12th goals of the postseason, and Zach Hyman added a
goal for Edmonton. Leon Draisaitl added three assists
and Mike Smith made 29 saves.

Connor McDavid also had two assists. He has 25
points in 11 playoff games for the Oilers, who earned a
third straight victory over their provincial rival.

Andersson, Elias Lindholm and Mikael Backlund
scored for Calgary. Jacob Markstrom stopped 21
shots.

“We all believe in this group,” Andersson said.
“We’ve been a good team all year and we’ve been
strong on home ice. We’ve just got to go home and fo-

the brink of elimination
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cus on winning one game and take it from there.

“Obviously we’re in a tough situation.”

The Flames will look to stave off elimination on
Thursday at home in Game S.

After trailing 3-0 after the first period and 3-2
through two periods, Calgary tied the game in the
third on an Edmonton power play when Andersson
fired a150-foot clearing attempt from his own end that
somehow fooled Smith at 10:56.

With the Oilers wavering, Nugent-Hopkins poked
in his fourth goal of the playoffs from in front of Mark-
strom.

Andersson then took a four-minute penalty for
high-sticking with 2:40 left to effectively Kkill off the
game before Kaneiceditby scoringinto an empty net.

“I can laugh now, right?” a relieved Smith said. “I
don’tthink there’sbeenatimeinmy career where I’'ve
lost the puck, where I have no idea where it went.

“You don’t want that to happen ... ever. It was an un-
believable goal by Nuge at the end there ... a win is a
win.”

Edmonton also held a 2-1 series lead in the first
round against the Los Angeles Kings only to play what
the Oilers described as their worst performance of the
monthina4-0loss. This time, they took a stranglehold
on the series without their best effort.

“Every game you play in the playoffs, you gain ex-
perience,” Smith said. “There are ebbs and flows to a
game, to a series, and they are all learning experienc-
es.”

Rangers power
past Canes, even
their series at 2-2

By VIN. A. CHERWOO
Associated Press

NEW YORK — The New York
Rangers got the kind of strong, all-
around effort from the start they
needed and stormed past the Car-
olina Hurricanes.

Andrew Copp had a goal and two
assists, and Frank Vatrano and
Adam Fox each had a goal and an
assist as the Rangers beat the Hur-
ricanes 4-1 in Game 4 Tuesday
night, evening the second-round
series.

Mika Zibanejad also scored,
Ryan Lindgren had two assists and
Igor Shesterkin stopped 30 shots
for New York, which won its fifth
straight at home in the postseason.
In the series, the Rangers won two
at home after opening with two
losses at Carolina.

“Everyone’s kind of contribut-
ing and has been over the course of
the playoffs,” Copp said. “It’s not
just one line, one D-pairing, it’s
throughout the lineup. ... Just try-
ing to build off some of the momen-
tum we’ve created these last two
games.”

New York has won two straight
against the Hurricanes after losing
eight of the previous nine meet-
ings, including a three-game
sweep in the qualifying round of
the 2020 playoff bubble and three
of four in the regular season.

“We’re confident,” Copp said.
“We get two games where we win,
we play well, we give up two goals
total. Now the reverse of the talk of
you guys is on them now. We just
got to kind of block all that out and
stay with our game. Guys are feel-
ing better about themselves and
we got to ride this momentum into
Carolina.”

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant
liked what he saw from his team,
calling it ‘close’ to one of the most
complete games by his team this
postseason.

“We had a little bit of a letdown
in part of the second and little bitin

Scoreboard

Second round
(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary)

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Carolina 2, N.Y. Rangers 2

Carolina 2, N.Y. Rangers 1, OT

Carolina 2, N.Y. Rangers 0

N.Y. Rangers 3, Carolina 1

Tuesday: N.Y. Rangers 4, Carolina 1

Thursday: at Carolina, AFN-Sports2, 1
a.m. Friday CET; 8 a.m. Friday JKT

Saturday: at N.Y. Rangers

x-Monday: at Carolina

Tampa Bay 4, Florida 0
Tampa Bay 4, Florida 1
Tampa Bay 2, Florida 1
Tampa Bay 5, Florida 1
Tampa Bay 2, Florida 0

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Edmonton 3, Calgary 1
Calgary 9, Edmonton 6
Edmonton 5, Calgary 3
Edmonton 4, Calgary 1
Tuesday: Edmonton 5, Calgary 3
Thursday: at Calgary, AFN-Sports2, 3:30
a.m. Friday CET; 10:30 a.m. Friday JKT
x-Saturday: at Edmonton
x-Monday: at Calgary

Colorado 3, St. Louis 1

Colorado 3, St. Louis 2 (OT)

St. Louis 4, Colorado 1

Colorado 5, St. Louis 2

Colorado 6, St. Louis 3

Wednesday: at Colorado, AFN-Sports2,
3:30 a.m. Thursday CET; 10:30 a.m. Thurs-
day JKT

x-Friday: at St. Louis, AFN-Sports2, 3:30
a.m.Saturday CET; 10:30 a.m. Saturday JKT

x-Sunday: at Colorado

the third, too,” he said. “But for the
most part we did a real good job.”

Teuvo Teravainen scored and
Antti Raanta finished with 24
saves for the Hurricanes, who fell
to 0-5 on the road in the postseason
to go along with their 6-0 mark at
home.

Carolina has scored just six
goals in the series, including one in
each of the last two games. The
Hurricanes were 0-for-2 on the
power play to fall to 0-for-9 against
New York.

“I am confident eventually they
are going to find their way to the
back of the net,” the Hurricanes’
Sebastian Aho said. “We just have
to find ways to score. We got to
score on the power play.”

Game S is in Raleigh, N.C., on
Thursday night, and Game 6 at
Madison Square Garden on Satur-
day.

JoHN MiNcHILLO/AP

Rangers center Frank Vatrano, front, breaks away from Hurricanes
defenseman Brett Pesce in the second period of the Rangers’ 4-1 win
in Game 4 of their second-round series Tuesday in New York.
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Newgarden
chasing win
at Indy 500

By MicHAEL MAROT
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Josef Newgarden
has been IndyCar’s most consistent win-
ner over the last eight seasons.

His 22 trips to victory lane are a series
high. He has won two or more races six
straight years and is chasing his third
league championship in six seasons.

But when the 31-year-old Tennessean
arrives in Indianapolis each May, those
impressive feats take a backseat to another
agonizing litany of questions about the
most famous three words missing from his
résumé — Indianapolis SO0 champion.

“Of course I want to win here, everybody
wants to win here, but Indianapolis is a
tough place to tame. It’s a tough place to
getitright on the day,” he said before qual-
ifying 14th for Sunday’s race.

A 500 win certainly would cement New-
garden’s claim as one of his generation’s
greatest drivers. Until that day comes,
though, the series’ one-time heartthrob
continues to relive all the heartaches he’s
endured at the Brickyard.

Despite consistently ranking among the
month’s fastest drivers, working for the
most successful team in series history and
calling a handful of SO0 champions team-
mates with Team Penske, Newgarden has
continued to fall short.

He’s never won the pole, never driven
into victory lane and has only one front-
row start. Heck, his best May didn’t even
come with Team Penske. In 2016, he start-
ed a career-best second and finished a ca-
reer-best third driving for Ed Carpenter.

Roger Penske hired Newgarden the fol-
lowing season and he’s won at 11 of this
season’s 15 venues with two notable spots
among the missing — his hometown of
Nashville and Indy. He has never started
or finished higher than fourth for Penske.

Other drivers understand the pressure,
of course. Will Power of Australia also had
a sterling résumé but was 0-for-10 at Indy
before finally winning in 2018.

“It was painful for me because I had won
so many races, poles, I had won a cham-
pionship,” Power said. “I was actually dis-
appointed coming into ’18 with my career
because I know you’re not regarded as a
successful driver unless you’ve won this
race.”

DARRON CuMMINGS/AP

Josef Newgarden puts on his helmet
during practice for the Indianapolis 500.
He's won at 11 of this season’s 15 series
venues, but not at his adopted hometown
of Nashville, Tenn., or Indianapolis.
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CHRISTOPHE ENA/AP

Germany’s Alexander Zverev plays a shot during his 2-6, 4-6, 6-1, 6-2, 7-5 second-round defeat of Argentina’s Sebastian Baez during
the French Open in Paris on Wednesday.

Djokovic rolls on, Raducanu loses

Associated Press

PARIS — Novak Djokovic eased into the
third round of his French Open title de-
fense with a straight-set victory over Alex
Molcan.

The top-ranked Djokovic defeated the
24-year-old Slovakian 6-2, 6-3, 7-6 (4) at
Court Suzanne Lenglen.

Molcan was able to push Djokovic to a
third-set tiebreaker but threw his racket
down in frustration after hitting the ball in-
to the net — his 34th unforced error — to
fall behind 6-3 before Djokovic closed it
out.

The 20-time Grand Slam champion next
faces 32-year-old Slovenian AljaZ Bedene.

While Djokovic made it look easy, others
on the men’s side had it more difficult.

Third-seeded Alexander Zverev had to
rally from two sets down and save a match
point to reach the third round at Roland
Garros.

The German overcame Argentina’s Se-
bastian Baez 2-6, 4-6, 6-1, 6-2, 7-S.

Zverev had trouble with the 21-year-old
Baez’s serve but got his return game in or-
der in the third set.

Zverev saved a match point before hold-
ing for S-S in the decider and then broke
Baez before serving out the match.

The last time Zverev put himselfin a two-
set hole at Roland Garros it didn’t end as
well. He battled back in the semifinals last
June against Stefanos Tsitsipas but lost in
five sets.

In the day’s most exciting match, Carlos
Alvarez outlasted fellow Spaniard Albert
Ramon-Vinolas 6-1, 5-7, 6-7, 7-6, 6-4.

On the women’s side, U.S. Open cham-
pion Emma Raducanu lost to Aliaksandra
Sasnovich of Belarus 3-6, 6-1, 6-1 to end her
Roland Garros tournament debut on
Wednesday.

The 19-year-old Raducanu broke Sas-
novich in the fifth game of the opening set,
hitting consecutive backhand winners fol-
lowed by a forehand to clinch it.

Sasnovich couldn’t convert on three
chances to break her opponent in the first

set but took advantage with two breaks to
start the second, when the 47th-ranked
player also won 12 of 14 service points.

The 12th-seeded Raducanu failed to con-
vert on five break-point chances at 1-1 in
the third set as Sasnovich recorded her 16th
career victory over a top-20 player.

Raducanu, who also lost to Sasnovich at
Indian Wells last year in the Briton’s first
match after winning the title at Flushing
Meadows, had 17 winners and 33 unforced
errors on Court Suzanne Lenglen.

Sasnovich advanced to the third round at
Roland Garros for the first time. This is her
seventh appearance.

Two-time Grand Slam champion Victo-
ria Azarenka of Belarus reached the third
round by beating Andrea Petkovic 6-1, 7-6
(3) and fourth-seeded Maria Sakkari has
lost in the second round a year after reac-
hing the semifinals.

Sakkari was defeated by Czech player
Karolina Muchova 7-6 (5), 7-6 (4), meaning
two of the top four women’s seeds already
have been eliminated.

Czech player Marie Bouzkova withdrew
before her second-round match because
she says she tested positive for COVID-19.

She is the first singles player to pull out
of Roland Garros because of the coronavi-
rus.

Bouzkova was supposed to face No. 31-
seed Elise Mertens, who advanced to the
third round.

Bouzkova wrote on Twitter that she
hopes she “will start to feel better soon and
get back on court.”

Bouzkova is a 23-year-old who has never
made it past the second round of a Grand
Slam tournament in 13 appearances, in-
cluding 10 losses in the first round.

American teenager Coco Gauff ad-
vanced to the third round by beating Alison
van Uytvanck of Belgium 6-1, 7-6 (4).

Two-time Grand Slam champion Victo-
ria Azarenka of Belarus reached the third
round by beating Andrea Petkovic 6-1, 7-6
3.

The 1Sth-seeded Azarenka had only 13

French Open scoreboard

Wednesday
At Stade Roland Garros

aris
Purse: Euro 16,404,509
Surface: Red clay
Men’s Singles
Second Round
Felix Auger-Aliassime (9), Canada, def. Camilo Ugo
Carabelli, Argentina, 6-0, 6-3, 6-4.
John Isner(23), United States def. Gregoire Barrere,
France, 6-4, 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (5).
Karen Khachanov(Zl), Russia, def. Hugo Dellien, Bo-
livia, 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 (1), 6-3.
Cameron Norrie (10), Britain, def. Jason Kubler, Aus-
tralia, 6-3, 6-4, 6-3.
Bernabe Zapata Miralles, Spam def. Taylor Fritz
(13), United States, 3-6, 6-2, 6-2
Aljaz Bedene, Slovenla, def. Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay,
4-6,6-4,7-6 (5), 6-4.
( ;:I|Ip Krajlréowc, Serbia, def. Borna Gojo, Croatia, 7-6
5), 6-2, 5-7, 6-1
Alexander Zverev (3), Germany, def. Sebastian
Baez, Argentina, 2-6, 4-6, 6-1, 6-2, 7-5.
Brandon Nakashlma, United States, def. Tallon
Griekspoor, Netherlands, 7-6 (6), 6-4
Novak Djokovic (1), Serbia, def. Alex Molcan Slova-
kia, 6-2, 6-3, 7-6 (4).
Dlego Schwartzman (15) Argentlna, def. Jaume Mu-
nar, Spain, 2-6, 6-7 (3), 6-2, 6-2, 6-2.
Botic Van de Zandschull (26), Netherlands, def. Fa-
bio Fognini, Italy, 6-4, 7-6 &), 3-2,ret.
Women’s Smgles
Second Round
Elise Mertens (31), Belgium, def. Marie Bouzkova,
Czech Republic, walkover.
Jil Teichmann (23), Switzerland, def. Olga Danilovic,
Serbia, 6-4, 6-1.
Victoria Azarenka (15), Belarus, def. Andrea Petkov-
ic, Germany, 6-1, 7-6 (3).
Aliaksandra Sasnowch Belarus, def. Emma Radu-
canu (12), Britain, 3-6, 6-1, 6-1
Angelique Kerber (21), ermany, def. Elsa Jacque-
mot, France, 6-1, 7-6 (2).
Amanda Anisimova (27), United States, def. Donna
Vekic, Croatia, 6-4, 6-1.
Coco Gauff (18), Unlted States, def. Alison van Uyt-
vanck, Belgium, 6-1, 7-6 (4).
Karolina Muchova, Czech Republlc, def. Maria Sak-
kari (4), Greece, 7-6 (5), 7
IKSIE Iéanem Estoma, def Beatrlz Haddad Maia, Bra-
Zi
Leylah Annie Fernandez (17), Canada, def. Katerina
Siniakova, Czech Republic, 6-3, 6-2.
Sloane Stephens, United States, def. Sorana Cirstea
(26), Romania, 3-6, 6-2, 6-0.
Varvara Gracheva, Ru55|a, def. Ajla Tomljanovic,
Australia, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 7
Belinda BenC|c (14), SW|tzerIand, def. Bianca An-
dreescu, Canada, 6-2, 6-4.

unforced errors to Petkovic’s 42.
Azarenka has twice won the Australian
Open and was a semifinalist at Roland Gar-
ros in 2013. The 34-year-old Petkovic reac-
hed the French Open semifinals in 2014 but
has not been beyond the third round at any
Grand Slam since then. She is a five-time
clay-court champion on the tour.
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Mavericks guard Luka Doncic is fouled by Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry during the first half
of Game 4 of the Western Conference finals Tuesday in Dallas.

Mavericks avoid sweep
with win over Warriors

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
Associated Press

DALLAS — Luka Doncic and
the Dallas Mavericks had to wait
out a rain delay in the middle of
the game and sweat out some
tense moments near the end.

Once they did, they avoided a
sweep and were still alive in the
Western Conference finals.

Doncic had 30 points and 14 re-
bounds, and the Mavericks beat
Golden State 119-109 in Game 4 on
Tuesday night, when there was a
16-minute rain delay at the start of
the second half and the Warriors
cut a 29-point deficit down to sin-
gle digits late.

“Just got to finish the game. A
win is a win,” said Doncic, who
was 10-for-26 shooting with only
three made threes but got plenty
of help from his supporting cast.

It was the 10th double-double in
his 14 games this postseason for
Doncic, who also had nine assists.
When he had 40 points in Game 3,
Reggie Bullock shot 0-for-10 with
seven misses from three-point
range.

Dorian Finney-Smith had 23
points on 9-for-13 shooting and
Bullock added 18 points on 6-
for-10 — all three-pointers. Jalen
Brunson had 15 points and Maxi
Kleber, who was 2-for-14 shooting
(all threes) in the first three
games, made two threes before
halftime and was S-for-6 shooting
overall for 13 points.

“Everybody in that locker room
felt like we had more basketball to
play,” Finney-Smith said. “We

Scoreboard

Conference finals

EASTERN CONFERENCE
(Best-of-seven)
x-if necessary
Miami 2, Boston 2

Miami 118, Boston 107

Boston 127, Miami 102

Miami 109, Boston 103

Boston 102, Miami 82

Wednesday: at Miami

Friday: at Boston, AFN-Sports, 2:40 a.m.

Saturday CET; 9:40 a.m. Saturday JKT

x-Sundwz at Miami
ESTERN CONFERENCE
(Best-of-seven)
x-if necessary
Golden State 3, Dallas 1
Golden State 112, Dallas 87
Golden State 126, Dallas 117
Golden State 109, Dallas 100
Tuesday: Dallas 119, Golden State 109
Thursday: at Golden State, AFN-Sports, 3
a.m. Friday CET; 10 a.m. Friday JKT
x-Saturday: at Dallas
x-Monday: at Golden State

just wanted to get the win any way.
... Feel like we came out desperate
that first half.”

The loss snapped the Golden
State’s nine-game winning streak
in Western Conference finals
games, though it is still firmly in
control of this series headed back
to California for Game S on Thurs-
day night.

“It was almost like an ego win
(for Dallas). You come out and re-
ally have nothing to lose. So that
confidence started early,” Ste-
phen Curry said. “And we really
didn’t do nothing to slow it down,
and then that’s when the ava-
lanche starts. You tip your hat to
them.”

Curry had 20 points and re-
turned to the game with 3:22 left —
his first appearance in the fourth

quarter — after the Warriors had
cut a 29-point deficit to 110-102.
But they never got closer even af-
ter Curry and other starters re-
turned to the floor.

“Just made the decision to see if
we could pull off a miracle, but it
wasn’t meant to be,” coach Steve
Kerr said. “Dallas was great to-
night. They deserved to win. This
is the conference finals. This is
how it’s supposed to be.”

Doncic then drove for a dunk
and Bullock had his sixth three-
pointer, among the 20 long-range
makes for the Mavericks, who
now have 11 games this postseason
with at least 15 threes.

“I still believe we can win.
Swept or not swept, if you lose, you
lose,” Doncic said. “Got to go
game by game.”

No NBA team has ever come
back from a 3-0 deficit to win a se-
ries. Only three of the 146 teams to
fall in that deep hole have even
been able to force a seventh game.

Dallas has been swept in a best-
of-seven only once in its 34 such
series. That was against Oklaho-
ma City in the first round of the
2012 playoffs, after the Mavericks
won their only NBA title the previ-
ous season.

Rain leaking through the roof at
American Airlines Center caused
the delay after halftime. There
was heavy rain outside, and there
were at least two leaks. One was
dropping water near the Golden
State bench, and at the other end
of the court water appeared to be
falling in the stands.
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killed in Southern California, now
we have children murdered at
school.

“When are we going to do so-
mething? I’'m tired. I’'m so tired of
getting up here and offering con-
dolences to the devastated fam-
ilies that are out there. 'm so tired.
Excuse me. I’'m sorry. I'm tired of
the moments of silence. Enough.

“There’s SO Senators right now
who refuse to vote on HRS8, which
is a background check rule that
the House passed a couple years
ago. It’s been sitting there for two
years. There’s a reason they won’t
vote on it: to hold onto power.

“I ask you, Mitch McConnell, all
of you Senators who refuse to do
anything about the violence,
school shootings, supermarket
shootings, I ask you: Are you going
to put your own desire for power
ahead of the lives of our children
and our elderly and our church-
goers? Because that’s what it looks
like. That’'s what we do every
week.

“So I’'m fed up. I’ve had enough.
We’re going to play the game to-
night. But I want every person
here, every person listening to
this, to think about your own child
or grandchild, mother or father,
sister, brother. How would you
feel if this happened to you today?

“We can’t get numb to this. We
can’t sit here and just read about it
and go, ‘Well, let’s have a moment
of silence. Go Dubs. C’'mon, Mavs,
let’s go.” That’s what we’re going to
do. We’re going to go play a bas-
ketball game.

“Fifty Senators in Washington
are going to hold us hostage. Do
you realize that 90 percent of

Americans, regardless of political
party, want background checks,
universal background checks? Ni-
nety percent of us. We are being
held hostage by SO Senators in
Washington who refuse to even
put it to a vote, despite what we the
American people want.

“They won’t vote on it because
they want to hold onto their own
power. It's pathetic. I've had
enough.”

Said Kidd: “It’s tough. You
know, as coaches or fathers, we
have Kkids. People in this room
have kids. Elementary school.
You just think about what could
take place with any of your family
or friends at a school.

“This is on-the-run job training.
We’re going to try to play the
game. We have no choice. The
game is not going to be canceled.
But we have to find a way to be
pro, find a way to win, and move
forward.

“But the news of what’s happen-
ing, not just here in Texas but
throughout our country, is sad.”

TNT opened its pregame show
focused on the shooting with emo-
tional host Ernie Johnson saying
“We’ve got plenty of time to talk
basketball. That is not where we
begin after yet another tragedy to-

day ...”
NBA Hall of Famer and TNT
pregame  panelist  Shaquille

O’Neal backed Kerr’s comments.
“Steve is correct — enough is
enough,” O’Neal said.
O’Neal noted Uvalde was in the
same district with his high school,
San Antonio Cole.

Staff writer Chuck Carlton contributed to this
report.

Giannis selected to fourth
straight All-NBA first team

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Giannis An-
tetokounmpo, fellow two-time
NBA MVP Ni-
kola  Jokic,
Luka Doncic,
Devin Booker
and Jayson
Tatum were
voted first-
team All-
NBA on Tues-
day, the first
time in 67 years all five players
were age 27 or younger.

Milwaukee’s Antetokounm-
po was the only player to re-
ceive all 100 possible first-team
votes and finished with S00
points in his fourth consecutive
first-team selection. Denver’s
Jokic and Dallas’ Doncic each
received 88 first-team votes

Antetokounmpo

and 476 points.

Doncic joined Tim Duncan,
Kevin Durant and Max Zaslof-
sky as the only players to make
the first team three or more
times before turning 24, while
Phoenix’s Booker (460 points)
and Boston’s Tatum (390) both
were first-time selections to the
first team.

Philadelphia’s Joel Embiid,
the NBA’s leading scorer and
runner-up to Jokic for MVP,
led the second team. He was
joined by Ja Morant, winner of
the Most Improved Player
award, Durant, Stephen Curry
and DeMar DeRozan.

The third team was Karl-An-
thony Towns, LeBron James —
who earned his 18th All-NBA
selection — Chris Paul, Trae
Young and Pascal Siakam.
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NBA PLAYOFFS Golden State Warriors coach Steve Kerr talks

about the school shooting in Uvalde, Texas,
before his team’s playoff game against the

ToNy GUTIERREZ/AP
Mavericks head coach Jason Kidd also
spent his portion of the pregame press
conference discussing the shooting.

Mavericks on Tuesday in Dallas.

ScoTT STRAZZANTE, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE/AP

Changing the subject

Kerr, Kidd give emotional responses to Texas school shooting

By CALLIE CAPLAN
The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS — Dallas Mavericks coach Ja-
son Kidd and Golden State Warriors coach
Steve Kerr declined to talk about basketball
less than two hours before Game 4 of the
Western Conference finals tipped off Tues-
day.

They had bigger concerns in mind.

Kidd and Kerr spent the entirety of their
pregame press conferences discussing the
elementary school shooting in Uvalde, Tex-
as, where at least 19 children and two adults
died Tuesday afternoon.

For three minutes in front of cameras and
reporters, Kerr delivered an emotional, im-
passioned, outraged call for action.

He pounded the table. He shouted. He
called out Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) and

“When are we going
to do something?
I'm tired. I'm so tired
of getting up here
and offering
condolences to the
devastated families
that are out there.”

Steve Kerr
Warriors coach, on Tuesday's school shooting

U.S. senators for inaction. His voice caught
with emotion.

Kerr’s father, Malcolm, was shot and
killed by two gunmen in 1984, and the War-
riors’ coach has long been one of the NBA’s
most fervent advocates for gun control.

“I’m not going to talk about basketball,”
Kerr started his press conference. “Noth-
ing’s happened with our team in the last six
hours. We’re going to start the same way to-
night. Any basketball questions don’t mat-
ter.

“Since we left [pregame] shootaround, 14
children were killed 400 miles from here,
and a teacher. In the last 10 days, we’ve had
elderly black people Killed in a supermar-
ket in Buffalo, we’ve had Asian churchgoers
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