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SAUDI ARABIA

BensamiN Wiseman/U.S. Air Force

The 378th Expeditionary Logistic Readiness Squadron installs a rapid refueling platform at Prince Sultan Air Base, Saudi Arabia, in July. The
Defense Department is considering an expansion of its presence in Saudi Arabia.

US exploring new bases in kingdom amid heightened Iran tensions

By JoN GAMBRELL
Associated Press

DUBALI, United Arab Emirates
— The U.S. military is exploring
the possibility of using a Red Sea
port in Saudi Arabia and an addi-
tional two airfields in the kingdom
amid heightened tensions with
Iran, the military said Tuesday.

While describing the work as
“contingency” planning, the U.S.
military said it already has tested
unloading and shipping cargo
overland from Saudi Arabia’s port
at Yanbu, a crucial terminal for oil
pipelines in the kingdom.

Using Yanbu, as well as air
bases at Tabuk and Taif along the

Red Sea, would give the American
military more options along a cru-
cial waterway that has come un-
der increased attack from sus-
pected mine and drone boat at-
tacks by Yemen’s Iranian-backed
Houthi rebels.

However, the announcement
comes as Saudi-American rela-

tions remain strained by the 2018
Kkilling of Washington Post colum-
nist Jamal Khashoggi and the
kingdom’s ongoing war in Yemen
in the first days of President Joe
Biden’s administration. Deploy-
ing — even temporarily — Amer-

SEE FOOTPRINT ON PAGE 4

VIRUS OUTBREAK

Biden
boosts
goal on
vaccines

By JosH Boak
AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden appeared to boost his
goal for coronavirus vaccinations
in his first 100 days in office, sug-
gesting the nation could soon be
injecting 1.5 million shots on an
average per day.

Biden signaled on Monday his
increasing bullishness on the pace
of vaccinations after signing an
executive order to boost govern-
ment purchases from U.S. manu-
facturers. It was among a flurry of
moves by Biden during his first
full week to show he’s taking swift
action to heal an ailing economy as
talks with Congress over a $1.9
trillion relief package showed few
signs of progress.

Biden reiterated that he be-
lieves the country is in a precari-
ous spot and that relief is urgently
needed, even as he dismissed the
possibility of embracing a scaled-
down bill to secure passage faster.
Among the features of the stimu-
lus plan are a national vaccination
program, aid to reopen schools, di-
rect payments of $1,400 to individ-
uals and financial relief for state
and local governments.

“Time is of the essence,” Biden
said. “I am reluctant to cherry-
pick and take out one or two items
here.”

Biden’s new vaccination target
comes after he and his aides faced
criticism for the 100 million goal in
his first 100 days in office. The U.S.
has exceeded a pace of 1 mil-

SEE VACCINES ON PAGE 6
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Twitter permanently bans My

Associated Press

Twitter has  permanently
banned My Pillow CEO Mike Lin-
dell’s account after he continued
to perpetuate the baseless claim
that Donald Trump won the 2020
U.S. presidential election.

Twitter decided to ban Lindell,
who founded bedding company
My Pillow, due to “repeated viola-
tions” of its civic integrity policy, a
spokesperson said in a statement.
The policy was implemented last
September and is targeted at

fighting disinformation.

It was not immediately clear
which posts by Lindell on Twitter
triggered the suspension of his ac-
count.

Lindell, a Trump supporter, has
continued to insist that the presi-
dential election was rigged even
after U.S. President Joe Biden’s
administration has begun.

Major retailers such as Bed
Bath & Beyond and Kohl’s have
said that they would stop carrying
My Pillow’s products, Lindell pre-

viously said.

Lindell is also facing potential
litigation from Dominion Voting
Systems for claiming that their
voting machines played a role in
alleged election fraud. He had also
urged Trump to declare martial
law in Minnesota to obtain its bal-
lots and overturn the election.

Following the storming of the
U.S. Capitol earlier this month,
Twitter has banned over 70,000
accounts for sharing misinforma-
tion.

Military rates
Euro costs (Jan. 27) $1.19
Dollar buys (Jan. 27) 0.8013
British pound (Jan. 27) $1.34
Japanese yen (Jan. 27) 101.00
South Korean won (Jan. 27) 1,073.00
C cial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) 3769
Britain (Pound) 1.3725
Canada (Dollar) 1.2708
China (Yuan) 6.4644
Denmark (Krone) 6.1176
Egypt (Pound) 15.7307
Euro .8224
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.7520
Hungary (Forint) 295.16
Israel (Shekel) 3.2634
Japan (Yen) 103.59
Kuwait (Dinar) 3025
Norway (Krone) 8.5260
Philippines (Peso) 48.04
Poland (Zloty) 3.74
Saudi Arab (Riyal) 3.7509
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3249

Pillow CEO

So. Korea (Won) 1,102.54
Switzerland (Franc) .8876
Thailand (Baht) 29.97
Turkey (New Lira) 7.3519

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
ratesareinterbankrates provided forreference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 3.25
Interest Rates Discountrate 0.75
Federal funds market rate 0.09
3-month bill 0.09
30-year bond 1.80
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TURUMI LODGE

OSAN AIR BASE, KOREA

Do you have friends & family visiting soon? Or do you just need a time out? Make reservations at the

most comfortable and affordable place in town. Room rate is $72.00 per night for all rooms.

Space Available reservations can be made for up to 120 day in advance.
Turumi Lodge operation 24 hours, 7days a week.

DSN: 315-784-1844 Comm: 82-31-661-1844
E-mail:turumilodge.reservat@us.af.mil

www.dodlodging.net
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DOD nominates new head of US Army Pacific

By WyarT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — Lt.
Gen. Charles Flynn has been nom-
inated to lead U.S. Army Pacific, a
post now held by Gen. Paul La-
Camera, who took command in
November 2019.

Flynn, who will be promoted to
afour-star general if confirmed by
the Senate, is stationed in Wash-
ington, D.C., and serves as deputy
chief of staff in the Army’s G-3/5/7
section.

It plans and coordinates mobili-
zation of the Reserve component
in the continental United States.

He is the younger brother of Mi-
chael Flynn, who briefly served as
national security adviser in 2017.

The elder Flynn pleaded guilty
to a felony count of “willfully and
knowingly” making false state-
ments to the FBI during its investi-
gation looking into ties between
Russia and Donald Trump’s 2016
presidential campaign.

Trump pardoned him in No-

vember.

Charles Flynn
has faced scruti-
ny in recent days
over the sluggish
deployment of
National Guard
troops to the U.S.
Capitol as insur-
rectionists broke into the building
on Jan. 6.

Officials with D.C.’s city gov-
ernment and the Capitol Police
have alleged that the Pentagon

was slow in responding to a re-
quest for assistance from the Na-
tional Guard in quelling the riot.

The Army has acknowledged
that Charles Flynn was in the
room for a key call from the local
officials making that request, but
the service did so only after it had
“falsely denied for days” he did
not attend, according to The
Washington Post.

Flynn is a graduate of the U.S.
Naval War College, where he
earned a master’s degree in na-

tional security and strategic stud-
ies, according to his official bio.

He has command experience
from a platoon to a division and
served in both Iraq and Afghanis-
tan.

In recent years, he commanded
the 25th Infantry Division in Ha-
waii, after which he became depu-
ty command general of U.S. Army
Pacific Command.

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
Twitter: @WyattWOlIson

Navy Band’s foray
into sea-shanties
gets mixed reviews

By WyatT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Navy Band jumped in-
to the sea-shanty craze Monday by
releasing a whaling version of a
Taylor Swift pop song — an inter-
pretation quickly met by mixed
reviews online.

In a roughly two-minute video
posted to the band’s social media
accounts, five uniformed sailors
sing “We Are Never Ever Getting
Back Together,” accompanied by
only a single drum and violin. It
was approaching 30,000 views on
Twitter on Monday evening.

The song was a hit for Swift in
2012, and in it she recollects with
regret her lapses in judgment in
returning to a relationship she
knows has no chance of working.

In earnest, five-part harmony,
the Navy Band members croon
lyrics such as, “I'm really gonna
miss you picking fights and me
falling for it, screaming that I’'m
right.”

The sea shanty is a song style
first popular among sailors during

the pre-steam era of whaling. In
recent weeks, sea shanties have
become all the rage on the video-
sharing network TikTok.

The judgment of some Twitter
users on the merits of the Navy
Band’s foray into Swiftian sea
shanties was harsh.

“There will be plenty of time for
work songs in Leavenworth when
you’re all brought to justice for
making this,” said one commen-
ter.

Another said simply, “superbly
awful.”

Others loved it.

“I _loathe sea shanties but I'm
glad the United States Navy is
dragging this genre into the 21st
Century!” wrote a commenter
with the Twitter handle @billgau.
“This is the kind of dirge I can get
behind!”

Another of the song’s defenders
wrote, “Don’t listen to the haters.
This was superb.”

Taking note of the “strong opin-
ions” generated by the song, Rear
Adm. Charlie Brown, the Navy’s

U.S. Navy

Members of the U.S. Navy Band perform a sea-shanty version of Taylor Swift’s “We Are Never Ever
Getting Back Together” in this screenshot from a video posted to Twitter on Monday.

chief of information, on Monday
weighed in with his own assess-
ment of the band’s effort.

“While this shanty parody may
not be your jam, I’'m thankful for

the talent, creativity & sense of hu-
mor of our @usnavyband,” he
wrote.

He posted alink to the band’s re-
cordings of more traditional shan-

ties for “those who take their sea
shanties more seriously.”

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
Twitter: @WyattWOlIson

China hopes for thawed relations with US under Biden administration

By CartLiN DoORNBOS
Stars and Stripes

China hopes for a more relaxed
relationship with the United
States under President Joe Bi-
den, but his press secretary Mon-
day said the administration is
mindful of Beijing’s “economic
abuses.”

Biden’s leadership should
“bring China-U.S. relations back
onto the track of sound and stable
development,” Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chu-
nying said at a press conference
Thursday.

The new president should
“view China and China-U.S. rela-
tions in an objective and rational

manner,” she said, according to a
transcript of her remarks.

“We have been stressing that
China would like to strengthen
dialogue and cooperation and
properly manage differences fol-
lowing the spirit of non-conflict,
non-confrontation, mutual re-
spect and win-win cooperation,”
Hua said.

“China hopes the United States
will meet us halfway.”

At a press conference Monday,
White House press secretary Jen
Psaki said the Biden administra-
tion is “starting from an approach
of patience” with Beijing.

“China is engaged in conduct
that hurts American workers,

blunts our technological edge and
threatens our alliances and our
influence in international organi-
zations,” Psaki said. “... Beijing is
now challenging our security,
prosperity and values in signifi-
cant ways that require a new U.S.
approach.”

Tensions with China soared un-
der President Donald Trump.

His administration in 2018
started a trade war by imposing
tariffs on $360 billion worth of
Chinese imports, which brought
retaliatory measures from Beij-
ing.

In July, the State Department
formally rejected China’s territo-
rial claims in the South China Sea

and its militarization of islands
there.

The U.S. also boosted relations
with Taiwan, a hot-button issue
for Beijing, which considers the
self-governed island a part of its
territory and has made reunifica-
tion a national goal.

Hua on Thursday accused the
Trump administration of having
had a “selfish political agenda, bi-
as and hatred against China,” ac-
cording to the transcript.

“In the past few years ... some
anti-China politicians in the Unit-
ed States planned, worked on and
made a lot of crazy moves that se-
verely interfered in China’s inter-
nal affairs, undermined China’s

interests, hurt the Chinese peo-
ple’s sentiments and damaged
China-U.S. relations,” Hua said.

Psaki said Biden would “take a
multilateral approach to engag-
ing with China, and that includes
evaluating the tariffs currently in
place,” according to the briefing
transcript.

“The president is committed to
stopping China’s economic abus-
es on many fronts, and the most
effective way to do that is through
working in concert with our allies
and partners to do exactly that,”
she said.

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos
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Guard troops
to remain In
DC for months

By CorREY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon has approved a plan that
would keep about 5,000 National
Guard troops in Washington for
several months at the request of
federal law enforcement agencies
concerned about the potential for
violence in the national capital.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
has approved a plan to retain 7,000
National Guard soldiers and air-
men in Washington through
March 12 and then 5,000 indefi-
nitely beyond that date, Army and
National Guard officials said Mon-
day. The troops' continuing pres-
ence in the city, where a mob of
former President Donald Trump’s
supporters attacked the U.S. Capi-
tol on Jan. 6, was requested by the
U.S. Park Police, the Secret Ser-
vice, the Capitol Police, and metro
police, acting Army Secretary
John Whitley said.

National Guard forces in D.C.
drew down from nearly 26,000 for
President Joe Biden’s inaugura-
tion Jan. 20 to about 13,000 over

the weekend, said Army Gen. Da-
niel Hokanson, the chief of the Na-
tional Guard Bureau. They are ex-
pected to draw down to about
7,000 troops by the end of the
week.

Most of the remaining troops —
many of them armed —will pro-
vide security at the Capitol as the
FBI has warned officials of sever-
al forthcoming demonstrations
that they are concerned could turn
violent.

Army Maj. Gen. William Walk-
er, the D.C. National Guard com-
mander, declined to provide spe-
cifics about the potential threat,
but he said law enforcement offi-
cials were Kkeeping the Guard
abreast of any threats to troops in
the area.

He and other officials have de-
clined to say how many troops
have been authorized to carry
firearms since the Army first said
it would arm some National Guard
members in the days before the in-
auguration.

“We are posturing our forces to
respond to those threats if they

ReBEccA BLACKWELL/AP

National Guard members buy lunch from food trucks parked along the

National Mall on Sunday.

emerge,” Walker said Monday,
adding he was comfortable with
the number of troops carrying
firearms given the current risk as-
sessment. “If there needs to be a
shift in our security posture [the
FBI] will let us know, and we will
adjust accordingly.”

Walker also confirmed news re-
ports that about 200 National
Guard soldiers — many from out
of state—had tested positive in re-
cent days for the coronavirus.

The D.C. Guard commander
said he was “deeply troubled” by
the outbreak, but he added the 200
cases was a small fraction among
the 25,600 troops deployed in the
national capital in recent weeks.

Whitley, who took over last
week as the Army’s top civilian
until Biden selects his own Army

secretary, defended the prolong-
ing of the National Guard deploy-
ment as necessary while also
warning the Pentagon cannot pro-
vide military troops to defend the
Capitol indefinitely.

He said the Army was working
with federal officials to determine
when all the Guard troops will be
sent home.

“We believe that military forces
should be used as a last resort,”
Whitley said. “We faced an un-
precedented crisis over the last
three weeks, and our ... National
Guard responded in an exemplary
manner, and we will always do
thatif there's a need for the securi-
ty of our nation.”

Spouse’s
body found
on beach
on Okinawa

Stars and Stripes
CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A
Kadena Air Base spouse was
found dead at an Okinawa beach
Monday after going missing the
day before, according to the 18th

Wing.
Few details regarding the cir-
cumstances surrounding the

death were available Tuesday. It
is unclear if the deceased was the
spouse of a service member, De-
fense Department civilian or con-
tractor.

The missing person’s body was
discovered at Oku Beach in Kuni-
gami, on the northern tip of the is-
land, the 18th Wing told Stars and
Stripes in an email Monday. The
person was positively identified
later that day.

The person’s name is being
withheld until 24 hours after next-
of-kin notification.

“The cause of death is unknown
at this time and the incident is cur-
rently under investigation,” the
wing said. “Kadena law enforce-
ment is leading the investigation
and will work with Okinawa Pre-
fectural Police throughout the in-
vestigation.”

dickstein.corey@stripes.com
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC

news@stripes.com
Twitter: @StarsAndStripes
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ican troops to bases in the king-
dom, which is home to the Muslim
holy city of Mecca, could reignite
anger among extremists.

U.S. Navy Capt. Bill Urban, a
spokesman for U.S. Central Com-
mand, said the evaluation of the
sites had been going on for over a
year, sparked by the September
2019 drone-and-missile attack on
the heart of the Saudi oil industry.

Saudi Arabia and the U.S. have
blamed that attack, which tempo-
rarily halved Saudi oil production
and saw a spike in oil prices, on
Iran. Tehran has denied being in-
volved and the Houthis claimed
the assault, though the drones in-
volved appear to be Iranian-
made.

“These are prudent military
planning measures that allow for
temporary or conditional access
of facilities in the event of a con-
tingency, and are not provocative
in any way, nor are they an expan-
sion of the U.S. footprint in the re-
gion, in general, or in the kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, in particular,”
Urban wrote.

US. Marine Gen. Frank
McKenzie, the head of CENT-
COM, visited Yanbu on Monday.

Analysis started after 2019 attacks on Saudi Arabia

Defense One and The Wall Street
Journal, which traveled with
McKenzie to Yanbu, first report-
ed on the American planning.
Saudi officials did not respond to a
request for comment Tuesday.

Already, Saudi Arabia paid for
improvements at the sites and are
considering more, Urban said.
Tabuk is home to King Faisal Air
Base, while Taif is home to King
Fahd Air Base.

The Gulf Arab states are home
to a vast array of American mil-
itary bases, the legacy of the 1991
Gulf War that saw U.S.-allied
forces expel Iraq from Kuwait,
and the later 2001 invasion of Af-
ghanistan and 2003 invasion of
Iraq. America pulled its forces out
of Saudi Arabia after the 9/11 at-
tacks. Osama bin Laden had cited
their deployment in his attacks
targeting the U.S.

Already, CENTCOM has a for-
ward headquarters in Qatar. The
U.S. Navy’s Sth Fleet operates
from the island kingdom of Bah-
rain off Saudi Arabia’s coast. Ku-
wait hosts the U.S. Army Cen-
tral’'s forward headquarters,
while the United Arab Emirates
hosts American aviators and sail-
ors.

Those locations also don’t in-
clude the American troop pres-
ence in Afghanistan, Iraq and Sy-
ria. Former President Donald
Trump also deployed the first
troops into Saudi Arabia since 9/
11 over concerns about Iran. Some
2,500 American troops now man
fighter jets and Patriot missile
batteries at Prince Sultan Air
Base southeast of Riyadh.

The addition of these Saudi lo-
cations appears to be part of what
McKenzie previously described
to the U.S. Congress as the “West-
ern Sustainment Network,” a new
logistics system designed to avoid
maritime chokepoints, said Becca
Wasser, a fellow at the Washing-
ton-based Center for a New
American Security.

These locations likely would
not have permanently stationed
troops and could allow the U.S. to
drawdown forces at other bases
through that flexibility, she said.

“If we are trying to have a flex-
ible posture where we are not tied
to permanent bases ... you are go-
ing to need to back it up with a
logistics network that can make
sure you can flow in people and
weaponry as needed,” Wasser
said.

Such contingency plans already
exist in the Mideast, like the
agreements that grant American
forces rights to use bases in Oman
under certain circumstances. But
the western coast of Saudi Arabia
also provides additional distance
from Iran, which has invested
heavily in ballistic missiles as
sanctions have locked it out of
global arms sales.

The Persian Gulf “would be
contested waters under any sce-
nario of armed conflict with Iran,
so you look at the places where
you would move your forces as
they enter the theater from being
in a contested area,” McKenzie
was quoted as telling journalists
in Yanbu.

For Iran, additional bases likely
will increase the suspicions of its
theocratic government. Tensions
between Iran and the U.S. remain
high after Trump unilaterally
withdrew from Tehran’s nuclear
deal with world powers in 2018,
leading to an escalating series of
confrontations.

Alireza Miryousefi, a spokes-
man for Iran’s mission to the
United Nations, criticized the U.S.
move, calling the presence of for-
eign troops in the Mideast “one of

the main reasons for the chaotic
situation and insecurity in our re-
gion.”

“Any ‘contingency for conflict’
with Iran would only make sense
if another country intended to at-
tack Iran and we are determined
to defend ourselves if attacked,”
Miryousefi said.

It remains unclear how Biden’s
relationship with Saudi Arabia
will be. While campaigning, Bi-
den referred to the kingdom as a
“pariah” over the Killing of
Khashoggi.

However, Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf Arab states remain top
clients for American weaponry
and rely on the U.S. for ensuring
the free flow of oil and goods
through the Strait of Hormuz, the
narrow mouth of the Persian Gulf.

Riyadh also came under a mys-
terious air attack on Saturday that
the U.S. State Department under
Biden condemned as “an attempt
to target civilians.” It remains un-
clear if it was a missile or a drone
used in the attack.

Yemen’s Houthi rebels, who
earlier have targeted Riyadh, de-
nied being involved, though Gulf
Arab countries blamed the as-
sault on the rebels.
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The Information, Ticket and Travel office at Camp Zama, Japan, will close indefintiely on
Friday because of the impact the coronavirus has had on business.

Camp Zama travel office to
close due to virus limits

By Erica EARL
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — The Information, Ticket and
Travel office at Camp Zama will close in-
definitely on Friday, another casualty of the
impact the coronavirus has had on travel
and tourism worldwide.

The ITT office at Camp Zama, the head-
quarters of U.S. Army Japan near Tokyo,
provides information and books off-duty
travel for service members, base employ-
ees and their families.

But with leisure travel outside Japan on
hold and trips inside the country often can-
celed due to changing pandemic conditions,
business for ITT all but dried up.

“The ITT office has had almost no busi-
ness because of COVID-19, with the major-
ity of travel booked through them being for
emergency travel,” a U.S. Army Garrison
Japan spokesman, Dustin Perry, told Stars
and Stripes via email Friday. COVID-19 is
the respiratory illness caused by the coro-
navirus.

ITT operates through a contract with the
installation's Directorate of Family and Mo-
rale, Welfare and Recreation. ITT, not Za-
ma or the directorate DFMWR, made the
decision Jan. 11 to close indefinitely, Perry
said.

If the travel situation improves, Tokyo-
based Millesimes, a company that manages
Zama’s ITT contract, has indicated it may
bid on a contract for travel services on the
installation, Perry said. He said reopening
will “depend on the future situation.”

Zama’s ITT office opened in 1982, and
Larry Clements, the liaison officer there,
came on board three years later. He’s one of
three employees at the office.

Clements turned his own love of explor-
ing into helping others plan their own dis-
coveries, he said. He said the office closing
is a disappointment.

“Of course, I'm sad,” he said in a phone
call with Stars and Stripes on Friday.
“There’s always mixed feelings when
things have to change.”

Anyone with travel plans to the areas au-
thorized for Zama personnel must now
make their own arrangements. Trips usu-

ally sponsored by the base Morale, Welfare
and Recreation office are also suspended,
according to the Camp Zama website. ITT
is a contracted service, while the MWR of-
fice is run by the Army.

Zama is not alone in reducing off-duty
travel services for its personnel. Each U.S.
installation in Japan has its own set of travel
restrictions that limit personnel to off-duty
travel in a defined area.

Yokota Air Base in western Tokyo per-
mits travel throughout the country, for ex-
ample, except to central Tokyo and Yoko-
hama. Sasebo Naval Base on Kyushu is-
land, by contrast, has painted most of the
country red, or high risk, meaning many ac-
tivities and leave travel are prohibited.

In January, ITT and MWR offices can-
celed or postponed trips and tours at Yoko-
ta, Kadena Air Base on Okinawa and Mis-
awa Air Base in northern Japan after Japan
declared a state of emergency in 11 prefec-
tures, according to the installations’ web-
sites and social media pages. Other prefec-
tures, including Okinawa, have declared lo-
cal emergencies.

At Yokosuka Naval Base, south of Tokyo,
all trips through MWR and ITT have been
canceled since March, said base spokes-
man Randall Baucom. However, those of-
fices are open to provide general informa-
tion and trip planning, he said.

Yokosuka had some of the highest coro-
navirus case numbers of all military bases
in the Pacific region, with 150 active cases
as of Tuesday, according to the base Face-
book page. Its permitted travel area encom-
passes parts of Kanagawa prefecture,
where the base is located. The remainder of
Japan is off-limits, according to the base
public health order.

Similar limits apply to Naval Air Facility
Atsugi, 27 miles northwest of Yokosuka, ac-
cording to the air base’s public health or-
der.

“Our ITT is not shut down,” said base
spokesman Sam Samuelson by phone Tues-
day, “but we’re not doing tours, either.”

earl.erica@stripes.com
Twitter: @ThisEarlGirl

Germany to enforce virus
rules near US hases

By MaARrRcus KLOECKNER
AND JENNIFER H. SvanN
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — Ger-
man law enforcement officials in the state
of Rheinland-Pfalz, home to several U.S.
military bases, will be looking for violations
of coronavirus restrictions and could issue
fines for noncompliance Thursday.

“Corona Control Day” will include
checks to ensure physical distancing and
that people are following mask rules, state
officials said in a statement Monday.

Anyone using public transportation or
entering shops, offices and many other in-
door facilities must wear either a medical
mask or an FFP2-equivalent, which filter
out about 95% of particulates. The rule went
into effect Monday following a meeting last
week between state leaders and Chancellor
Angela Merkel.

U.S. security forces from bases in the
Kaiserslautern area, which include Ram-
stein Air Base and U.S. Army Garrison
Rheinland-Pfalz, won’t be involved in the
operation, local military officials said.

The focus of the effort “is to raise aware-
ness of the importance of the measures,
Diana Eilenz, a Kaiserslautern police spo-
keswoman, said Tuesday.

But citations haven’t been ruled out, she
said.

“If there is a violation, the circumstances
will be considered” and it will be up to regu-

latory and law enforcement officials to de-
cide on the penalty, Eilenz said.

The state fine for not wearing a mask
where one is required is S0 euros.

State officials have not said whether they
have directed police to issue fines for not
wearing cloth or other nonmedical masks.

“Especially in view of the consistently
high numbers of new infections and deaths,
every citizen must act with particular re-
sponsibility and solidarity,” Rheinland-
Pfalz Interior Minister Roger Lewentz said
in a statement.

The state has a seven-day average inci-
dence of 100 new cases per 100,000 people,
the Robert Koch Institute reported Tues-
day. That compares to 108 nationwide,
which is a drop from about 123 one week
ago. Merkel has said the country needs to
get to a seven-day rate of SO cases per
100,000 people before restrictions can be
eased.

Other ongoing restrictions include a ban
on in-person dining and the closure of
school classrooms throughout the country.
But in Baden-Wuerttemberg, home to U.S.
Army Garrison Stuttgart, state leaders said
they were considering gradually reopening
day care and elementary schools starting
Monday, after three straight weeks of de-
clining new infection rates.

kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com
svan.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @stripesktown

Coronavirus wave still breaking at
key US naval base south of Tokyo

By JoserH DITZLER
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — The largest Navy base in Ja-
pan announced Tuesday that another 32
people have become infected with the coro-
navirus since Friday, adding to the installa-
tion’s worst outbreak since the pandemic
began.

Yokosuka Naval Base, homeport for the
U.S. 7th Fleet, so far this month has report-
ed 269 infections, nearly twice the numbers
in December, the next highest month, when
it announced 144 cases.

In Tokyo, 35 miles to the north, the city
reported 1,026 people tested positive for the
virus Tuesday, according to public broad-
caster NHK. Tokyo and the surrounding
three prefectures are under a state of emer-
gency until Feb. 7.

The government encourages teleworking
and businesses to close between 8 p.m. and
Sam.

The number of new cases daily in Tokyo
has trended downward since Thursday and
dipped below 1,000 Monday for the first
time since Jan. 12, according to metro gov-
ernment data.

Nearly 800 people have died in the city
during the pandemic, as of Monday.

At Yokosuka, 11 of the individuals tested
since Friday had shown symptoms of CO-

VID-19, the coronavirus respiratory dis-
ease; another 16 were discovered during
contact tracing.

Two were recent arrivals to Japan, two
tested positive during medical screening
and one is a base employee who also be-
came ill, according to the base.

Naval Hospital Yokosuka is monitoring
150 patients, the base said.

One person at Kadena Air Base on Okina-
wa tested positive in quarantine after re-
turning from travel outside of Japan, ac-
cording to a Monday evening base Face-
book post.

Public health authorities identified and
placed several close contacts into quaran-
tine.

Kadena Middle School told all seventh-
grade students and staff to stay home Tues-
day after someone there tested positive,
Principal Mynda Massey-Vukovic wrote in
amessage to families and staff Monday eve-
ning. The base did not connect the two re-
ports.

The same school closed Dec. 18, a day
ahead of the scheduled winter break, to per-
mit contact tracing after someone at the
school tested positive for the virus.

ditzler.joseph@stripes.com
Twitter: @JosephDitzler
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Appointments
canceled amid

supply confusion

By JoNATHAN DREW
Associated Press

An increasing number of CO-
VID-19 vaccination sites around
the U.S. are canceling appoint-
ments because of vaccine shortag-
es in a rollout so rife with confu-
sion that even the new CDC direc-
tor admitted she doesn’t know ex-
actly how many shots are in the
pipeline.

States were expected to find out
their latest weekly allocation of
vaccines Tuesday amid com-
plaints from governors and top
health officials about inadequate
supplies and the need for earlier
and more reliable estimates of
how much is on the way so that
they can plan accordingly.

President Joe Biden suggested
Monday that he hopes the country
can soon ramp up to 1.5 million
shots dispensed per day. His ad-
ministration has also promised
more openness and said it will
hold news briefings three times a
week about the outbreak that has
killed over 420,000 Americans.

Amid the rising frustration, the
White House planned to hold a call
with governors Tuesday to discuss

the vaccine supply.

The setup inherited from the
Trump administration has been
marked by miscommunication
and unexplained bottlenecks, with
shortages reported in some places
even as vaccine doses remain on
the shelf.

Dr. Rochelle Walensky, Biden’s
new director of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
was herself flummoxed over the
weekend in trying to describe cur-
rent supplies.

“I can’t tell you how much vac-
cine we have,” she told “Fox News
Sunday,” describing the problem
as a challenge left by the outgoing
Trump administration. “And if I
can’ttellit to you, then I can’t tell it
to the governors, and I can’t tell it
to the state health officials. If they
don’t know how much vaccine
they’re getting, not just this week,
but next week and the week after,
they can’t plan.”

As of Tuesday morning, the
CDC reported that just over half of
the 41 million doses distributed to
states have been put in people’s
arms. That is well short of the hun-
dreds of millions of doses that ex-
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S77.VAX-ANYC (877-829-4692)
CENTRO DEVACUNACION DE NYC

KatHy WiLLENS / AP

People who had appointments to get COVID-19 vaccinations talk to New York City health care workers
outside a closed vaccine hub in the Brooklyn borough of New York after they were told to come back in a

week due to a shortage of vaccines.

perts say will need to be adminis-
tered to achieve herd immunity
and conquer the outbreak.

The U.S. ranks fifth in the world
in the number of doses adminis-
tered relative to the country’s pop-
ulation, behind No. 1 Israel, Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Britain and
Bahrain, according to the Univer-
sity of Oxford.

The reason more of the availa-
ble shots in the U.S. haven’t been
dispensed isn’t entirely clear.
Some state officials have com-
plained of a lag between when
they report their numbers to the
government and when the figures
are posted on the CDC website.

And while some vaccination
sites have canceled appointments

for first-dose shots, many are be-
lieved to be holding large quanti-
ties of vaccine in reserve to make
sure people who have already got-
ten their first shot receive the re-
quired second one on schedule,
three to four weeks later.

Inova Health System, the large-
st health provider in Virginia’s
Washington, D.C., suburbs, said it
is canceling all first-dose appoint-
ments at its mass vaccination clin-
ics beginning Thursday because
of inadequate supplies. Those who
have already received a first dose
will have their appointments for a
second dose honored, it said. In-
ova has administered more than
70,000 shots.

In North Carolina, Greensboro-

based Cone Health announced itis
canceling first-dose appointments
for 10,000 people and moving
them to a waiting list because of
supply problems. Also, UNC
Health said Monday that the
10,000 doses it will receive this
week are less than half of what it
expected.

The vaccine rollout across the
27-nation European Union has al-
so run into roadblocks and has
likewise been criticized as too
slow.

Pfizer is delaying deliveries
while it upgrades its plant in Bel-
gium to increase capacity.

And AstraZeneca disclosed that
its initial shipment will be smaller
than expected.

Vaccines:

FROM PAGE 1

lion doses per day over the last
week.

“I think we may be able to get
that to ... 1.5 million a day, rather
than 1 million a day,” Biden said,
“but we have to meet that goal of a
million a day.”

Biden added that he expects
widespread availability of the
vaccines for Americans by spring,
with the U.S. “well on our way to
herd immunity” necessary to end
the pandemic by summer. Even
so, he warned the nation was go-
ing to be “in this for a while,” and
could see between “600,000 and
660,000 deaths before we begin to
turn the corner in a major way.”

As of Sunday, the federal gov-
ernment had distributed 41.4 mil-
lion vaccine doses to states and
other jurisdictions. Of that, 21.8
million doses had been adminis-
tered, or about S3%. About 3.2
million people had received their
full two-dose vaccination, a little
less than 1% of the population.
That’s according to statistics from
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. Already, more
than 420,000 people have died

Biden warns the nation will be ‘in this

“l think we may be able to get that
to ... 1.5 million a day, rather than
1 million a day, but we have to
meet that goal of a million a day.”

from the coronavirus in the Unit-
ed States.

Biden’s team held a call Sunday
to outline the stimulus plan with
atleast a dozen senators, while the
president also privately talked
with lawmakers.

“There’s an urgency to moving
it forward, and he certainly be-
lieves there has to be progress in
the next couple of weeks,” White
House press secretary Jen Psaki
said Monday. She warned that ac-
tion needed to be taken before the
U.S. reaches an “unemployment
cliff” in March, when long-term
unemployment benefits expire
for millions of Americans.

But Republicans on Capitol Hill
were not joining in the push for
immediate action.

One key Republican, Sen. Su-

President Joe Biden

san Collins of Maine, said after
Sunday’s call that “it seems pre-
mature to be considering a pack-
age of this size and scope.” Collins
described the additional funding
for vaccinations as useful while
cautioning that any economic aid
should be more targeted.

Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky., said Monday
that “any further action should be
smart and targeted, not just an im-
precise deluge of borrowed mon-
ey that would direct huge sums to-
ward those who don’t need it.”

Monday’s order will likely take
45 days or longer to make its way
through the federal bureaucracy,
during which time wrangling with
Congress could produce a new aid
package. That would be a follow-
up to the roughly $4 trillion previ-

ously approved to tackle the eco-
nomic and medical fallout from
the coronavirus.

The order was aimed at in-
creasing factory jobs, which have
slumped by 540,000 since the pan-
demic began last year.

Biden’s order would modify the
rules for the Buy American pro-
gram, making it harder for con-
tractors to qualify for a waiver
and sell foreign-made goods to
federal agencies. It also changes
rules so that more of a manufac-
tured good’s components must
originate from U.S. factories.
America-made goods would also
be protected by an increase in the
government’s threshold and price
preferences, the difference in
price over which the government
can buy a foreign product.

It’s an order that channels Bi-
den’s own blue-collar persona and
his promise to use the govern-
ment’s market power to support
its industrial base, an initiative
that former President Donald
Trump also attempted with exec-
utive actions and import taxes.

While Trump also issued a se-
ries of executive actions and tar-

for a while’

iffs with the goal of boosting man-
ufacturing, he didn’t attempt to
rewrite the guidance for what
constitutes a U.S.-made compo-
nent or tighten the process for
granting exemptions to buy for-
eign goods, a key difference from
Biden’s agenda, Biden’s adminis-
tration said.

The order also has elements
that apply to the separate Buy
America program that applies to
highways and bridges. It aims to
open up government procure-
ment contracts to new companies
by scouting potential contractors.
The order would create a public
website for companies that re-
ceived waivers to sell foreign
goods to the government, so that
U.S. manufacturers can have
more information and be in a
more competitive position.

Past presidents have promised
to revitalize manufacturing as a
source of job growth and achieved
mixed results. The government
helped save the automotive sector
after the 2008 financial crisis, but
the number of factory jobs has
been steadily shrinking over the
course of four decades.
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NC field hospital helps
fight coronavirus surge

Associated Press

LENOIR — Chris Rutledge
peels an N-95 mask off her tired
face, revealing the silhouette it
leaves behind. Her name and a ti-
ny heart are drawn on the face
covering in black marker so her
patients know who she is.

“I look terrible when it comes
off,” she jokes as she takes a break
during her ninth straight day of 12-
hour shifts inside a temporary
field hospital in Lenoir, N.C.

Rutledge, a 60-year-old retired
nurse from Lisbon, Iowa, is one of
dozens of health care workers who
have been treating coronavirus
patients inside 11 massive white
medical tents set up in the parking
lot of Caldwell Memorial Hospital.

The tents became necessary in
late December when the virus be-
gan surging through this rural
community in the Carolina foot-
hills, overwhelming the hospital’s
capacity. The tents were set up
earlier this month.

The tents and care givers have
been provided by Samaritan’s
Purse, an international Christian
relief charity led by evangelist the
Rev. Franklin Graham that is
based in Boone, N.C. The 30-bed
field hospital comprises four med-
ical wards and a pharmacy for pa-
tients who have been discharged
from the hospital’s intensive care
unit and do not need ventilators.
Four other hospitals besides Cald-
well are sending patients there so
they can use hospital beds for
more serious cases.

While the work is physically and
emotionally grueling, Rutledge
said she has no regrets. She is
grateful for a supportive husband
who cheers her on from their
home in Iowa. She said her reli-
gious faith sustains her during
most of the long days — along with
moments of hope that seem to pre-
sent themselves when she needs
them most.

She smiles recalling the elderly
couple who celebrated their 49th
wedding anniversary while bat-
tling the coronavirus together,
and how she walked the husband
to his wife’s ward to visit. Rut-
ledge said she cried the first time
she saw the couple reunited. She

wept again when they were clear-
ed to go home, virus-free.
“It was wonderful,” she said.

Missouri

O’FALLON — Missouri ranks
dead last among states for the per-
centage of residents who have re-
ceived their first dose of the coro-
navirus vaccine, and two neigh-
boring states don’t fare much bet-
ter.

Information released by the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention on Monday
showed that 242,937 Missourians
have received the first shot, or
3,958 people per 100,000 resi-
dents. Idaho, Nevada and Alaba-
ma had the next worst per capita
rates, followed by Missouri’s
neighbors on both sides — Kansas
with 4,374 vaccinations per
100,000 residents, and Illinois with
4,392 vaccinations per 100,000
residents.

The supply of vaccine has failed
to keep up with demand across the
US.

Missouri’s health director, Dr.
Randall Williams, said last week
that he had already been contact-
ed by the Biden administration,
which sought further details re-
garding Missouri’s plan.

Texas

AUSTIN — The number of hos-
pitalized COVID-19 patients in
Texas continues to fall from re-
cord highs as the state nears the
end of what has been its deadliest
month of the pandemic.

State health officials Monday
reported fewer than 13,000 people
were being treated for the virus in
Texas hospitals, marking the sev-
enth consecutive day of declining
patient loads.

Dallas County Judge Clay Jen-
kins said that the area was “start-
ing to see some metrics go in the
right direction” as the average
number of daily new cases fell by
800.

More than 34,000 people have
died from COVID-19 in Texas, the
second-most in the nation behind
California. More than 5,000 new
cases were reported statewide
Monday.

Florida

TALLAHASSEE — Florida
businesses would be protected
from coronavirus lawsuits if they
made a good effort to follow state-
issued guidelines to prevent the
spread of COVID-19 under a pro-
posal approved Monday at its first
Senate committee stop.

While Republican Gov. Ron De-
Santis has lifted restrictions on
businesses, such as limiting ca-
pacity at restaurants, the bill
would retroactively cover busi-
nesses, individuals and other or-
ganizations when businesses were
ordered closed or to limit custom-
ers.

The Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee approved the bill on a 7-4 vote,
with Republicans supporting it
and Democrats opposed.

In order for a lawsuit to move
forward, a plaintiff would have to
present a signed affidavit from a
Florida physician saying that
there is a reasonable degree of
certainty that the defendant’s ac-
tions caused the illness or death.

Maine

ORONO — Maine’s public uni-
versity system has expanded its
coronavirus wastewater monitor-
ing program through the end of
the spring semester.

The University of Maine Sys-
tem said it’s adding new sample
collection sites and increasing
sampling and testing frequency.
The university system uses the
program to track the presence of
the virus on its campuses and in
surrounding areas.

The system said samples will be
collected twice weekly at campus-
es around the state. The program
will also be used to analyze sam-
ples from two municipal wastewa-
ter facilities and the University of
New England in Biddeford, the
system said.

University of Maine System of-
ficials said the system began con-
ducting wastewater surveillance
in August.

North Dakota

BISMARCK — North Dakota
health officials on Monday report-

SARAH BLAKE MoRGAN/AP

Nurse Chris Rutledge suits up in personal protective equipment Jan.
15 before entering the patient wards of a COVID-19 field hospital in

Lenoir, N.C.

ed zero deaths due to the coronavi-
rus for a second straight day,
along with back-to-back daily CO-
VID-19 counts in double digits.

The number of fatalities stayed
at 60 for January and 1,411 since
the start of the pandemic. The
death toll per capita ranked
among the highest in the country
after SO0 deaths in November, but
data compiled Sunday by The CO-
VID Tracking Project lists the
state at the eighth-highest com-
pared to population.

Health officials confirmed S8
new cases in the last day after
2,144 tests were processed for a
positivity rate of 3.14%. There
were 99 positive tests in Sunday’s
update. There have been 96,874
cases in the state since the start of
the pandemic.

North Dakota ranks SOth in the
country for new cases per capita
in the last two weeks and the roll-
ing average of new cases in that
time has declined by 43.1%, Johns
Hopkins University researchers
said. One in every 798 people in
North Dakota tested positive in
the past week.

Kentucky

FRANKFORT — Kentucky re-
ported its lowest number of new
coronavirus cases in four weeks,
an encouraging sign in a report
Monday that pointed to another
drop in the positivity rate for CO-
VID-109 tests.

Gov. Andy Beshear reported
1,268 new virus cases statewide,
but he cautioned that Monday
case numbers are typically lower
than other days because many
labs are closed on weekends.

The number of new COVID-19

cases statewide fell for the second
straight week, halting a bump in
infections following Christmas,
Beshear said.

But that post-holiday rise in
cases continued to be reflected in
the state’s death rate. Beshear re-
ported 39 more virus-related
deaths across Kentucky on Mon-
day. That raised the state’s death
toll to at least 3,460 since the pan-
demic began.

New Hampshire

CONCORD — Nonresidents are
no longer eligible to get coronavi-
rus vaccinations in New Hamp-
shire, state officials said Monday.

Earlier rules would have al-
lowed anyone who owned proper-
ty in New Hampshire, including
second homeowners and out-of-
state landlords, to get vaccinated
in the state, regardless of where
they actually live. But after some
backlash, the state updated its
guidance to say that only New
Hampshire residents are eligible.
Such residency must be proven
with documentation such as a
driver’s license or a recent payroll
check showing alegal New Hamp-
shire address.

Vaccinations began Saturday
for the more than 300,000 people
in Phase 1B, which includes those
aged 65 and older, those living and
working in residential facilities
for people with developmental
disabilities, people with multiple
qualifying medical conditions and
corrections workers. While the
next phase is supposed to start in
March, if the state doesn’t begin
getting more doses, it would take
well into May to finish the current
phase.
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Then-Vice President Joe Biden, left, shakes hands with Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin in Moscow,

Russia, on March 10, 2011.

Arms deal, hacking muddle
Biden’s approach to Russia

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden hasbeen quickly thrown
into a high-wire balancing act with
Russia as he seeks to toughen his
administration’s stance against
Vladimir Putin while preserving
room for diplomacy in a post-Do-
nald Trump era.

Therelationshipis sure to be dif-
ferent from the one Putin enjoyed
with Trump, who was enamored of
the Russian leader and sought his
approval, casting doubt on Rus-
sian interference in the 2016 elec-
tions and involvementin a massive
hack last year. Despite this concil-
iatory approach, his administra-
tion toed a tough line against Mos-

cow, imposing sanctions on the
country, Russian companies and
business leaders for issues rang-
ing from Ukraine to energy suppli-
es and attacks on dissidents.

Unlike his immediate predeces-
sors, Biden has not held out hope
for a “reset” in relations with Rus-
sia, but has instead indicated he
wants to manage differences with
the former Cold War foe without
necessarily resolving them or im-
proving ties.

As a presidential candidate, Bi-
den didn’t speak to Putin. When he
does as president, he’s expected to
call Putin out for the arrest of op-
position figure Alexei Navalny and
the weekend crackdown on his

supporters, raise charges that
Russian security services were be-
hind the recent massive cyberse-
curity breach and press allega-
tions that Russia offered the Tali-
ban bounties to Kkill American
troops in Afghanistan.

At the same time, Biden must be
mindful of his own proposal to ex-
tend for five years the last remain-
ing U.S.-Russia arms control trea-
ty thatis due toexpirein early Feb-
ruary.

On Monday, Biden told report-
ersthathe had notyetdecided how
torespond to the Navalny situation
but expressed hope that the U.S.
and Russia could cooperate in ar-
eas where both see benefit.

Biden tells Merkel

he wants

to renew

Germany alliance

By AAMER MADHANI
Associated Press

President Joe Biden told Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel
on Monday that he is looking to re-
vitalize the transatlantic alliance
with Germany, a relationship that
became strained under former
President Donald Trump.

The new president has made a
series of calls to his foreign coun-
terparts in recent days as part of
his efforts to recalibrate U.S. rela-
tionships around the globe after
four years of Trump’s more in-
ward-looking “America First”
policy.

The White House said in a
statement that Biden conveyed
that he viewed the U.S. partner-
ship with NATO and the Europe-
an Union “as the cornerstone of
our collective security and shared
democratic values.”

Trump and Merkel’s relation-
ship started off icy and remained
cool throughout Trump’s term.

After meetings with Trump in
2017, Merkel said Europe could
no longer completely rely on its
allies and must become more in-
dependent.

After the 2018 NATO summit,
Trump called for members to de-
vote at least 4% of their GDP to
military spending and took partic-
ular aim at Merkel, whom he ac-
cused of paying Russia “billions
of dollars for gas and energy”
while failing to meet her nation’s

commitment to spend at least 2%
of GDP on defense.

Steffen Seibert, a spokesperson
for the German government, said
in a statement regarding the call
that Merkel welcomed Biden’s
decisions in the first day of his
presidency to rejoin the World
Health Organization and Paris
climate agreement. Trump had
withdrawn the United States from
the international health agency
and climate accord signed by
nearly every nation to limit global
warming.

Merkel has spoken positively of
Biden’s election.

Last week, the chancellor said
that “there is simply a much
broader political overlap with
President Biden” than with
Trump. But Merkel cautioned
that not everything will be smooth
— in line with her long track re-
cord of keeping public expecta-
tions low.

“There will be differences of
opinion with the Biden adminis-
tration, too,” she said.

One issue that will likely contin-
ue to be contentious is a German-
Russian gas pipeline project, the
Nord Stream 2 pipeline, which
would bring Russian gas to Ger-
many under the Baltic Sea. It
faces bipartisan opposition in
Washington.

Neither side mentioned the pro-
ject in their statements on the
leaders’ call.

AP sources: Biden to pause oil drilling on public lands

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden is set to announce a
wide-ranging moratorium on new
oil and gas leasing on U.S. lands, as
his administration moves quickly
to reverse Trump administration
policies on energy and the environ-
ment and address climate change.

Two people with knowledge of
Biden’s plans outlined the pro-
posed moratorium, which will be
announced Wednesday. They
asked not to be identified because
the plan has not been made been
public; some detailsremainin flux.

The move follows a 60-day sus-
pension of new drilling permits for
U.S. lands and waters announced
last week and follows Biden’s cam-
paign pledge to halt new drilling on
federallands and end the leasing of
publicly owned energy reserves as
part of his plan to address climate
change. The moratoriumis intend-
ed to allow time for officials to re-

view the impact of oil and gas drill-
ing on the environment and cli-
mate.

Environmental groups hailed
the expected moratorium as the
kind of bold, urgent action needed
to slow climate change.

“The fossil fuel industry has in-
flicted tremendous damage on the
planet. The administration’s re-
view, if done correctly, will show
that filthy fracking and drilling
must end for good, everywhere,”
said Kieran Suckling, executive di-
rector at the Center for Biological
Diversity, an environmental group
that has pushed for the drilling
pause.

Oilindustry groupsslammedthe
move, saying that Biden had al-
ready eliminated thousands of oil
and gas jobs by Killing the Keys-
tone XL oil pipeline on his first day
in office.

“This is just the start. It will get
worse,” said Brook Simmons, pres-

ident of the Petroleum Alliance of
Oklahoma. “Meanwhile, the laws
of physics, chemistry and supply
and demand remain in effect. Oil
andnatural gaspricesare going up,
and so will home heating bills, con-
sumer prices and fuel costs.”

Kathleen Sgamma, president of
the Western Energy Alliance,
which represents oil and gas drill-
ers in Western states, said the ex-
pected executive order is intended
to delay drilling on federal lands to
the point where it is no longer via-
ble.

“The environmental left is lead-
ing the agenda at the White House
when it comes to energy and envi-
ronment issues,” she said, noting
that the moratorium would be felt
most acutely in Western states
such as Utah, Wyoming and North
Dakota. Biden lost all three states
to former President Donald
Trump.

The drilling moratorium is

among several climate-related ac-
tions Biden is expected to an-
nounce Wednesday. He alsoislike-
ly to direct officials to conserve
30% of the country’s lands and
ocean waters in the next 10 years,
initiate a series of regulatory ac-
tions to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and issue a memoran-
dum that elevates climate change
toanational security priority. Heis
also expected to direct all U.S.
agencies to use science and evi-
dence-based decision-making in
federal rule-making and announce
aU.S.-hosted climate leaders sum-
mit on Earth Day, April 22.

The conservation plan would set
aside millions of acres for recre-
ation, wildlife and climate efforts
by 2030, part of Biden’s campaign
pledge for a $2 trillion program to
slow global warming.

Under Trump, federal agencies
prioritized energy development
and eased environmental rules to

speed up drilling permits as part of
the Republican’s goal to boost fos-
sil fuel production. Trump consis-
tently downplayed the dangers of
climate change, which Biden, a
Democrat, has made a top priority.

A 60-day suspension order at the
Interior Department did not limit
existing oil and gas operations un-
der valid leases, meaning activity
would not come to a sudden halt on
the millions of acres of lands in the
West and offshore in the Gulf of
Mexico where much drilling is
concentrated. The moratorium al-
soisunlikely to affect existingleas-
es. Itseffect could be further blunt-
ed by companies that stockpiled
enough drilling permits in
Trump’s final months to allow
them to keep pumping oil and gas
for years.

The pause in drilling islimited to
federal lands and does not affect
drilling on private lands, which is
largely regulated by states.
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‘Historic” snow blankets parts of Midwest

O N TN L rrg

By JosH Funk
Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — A major win-
ter storm dropped more than a
foot of snow on parts of Nebraska
and Iowa, disrupting traffic and
shuttering some schools, while
blanketing other parts of the mid-
dle of the country with snow that
continued to fall Tuesday.

There were early closures of
several coronavirus testing sites
on Monday in Nebraska and Io-
wa, and both states saw 12 or 13
inches of snow in places by Tues-
day morning. At least 4 inches of
snow was expected into Tuesday
across most of an area stretching
from central Kansas northeast to
Chicago and southern Michigan.

National Weather Service me-
teorologist Taylor Nicolaisen,
who is based near Omaha, said
up to 15 inches was likely be-
tween York, Neb., and Des
Moines, Iowa, and that it has
been at least 1S years since that
area received more than a foot of
snow in a single storm.

“This is historic snow,” Nico-
laisen said of the snow in that ar-
ea.

In northern Illinois, snowfall

KENNETH FERRIERA, LINCOLN (NEB.) JOURNAL STAR / AP

A StarTran driver tries to clear a snow drift from in front of his bus during a winter storm in downtown

Lincoln, Neb., on Monday.

began around sunset Monday
and by early Tuesday more than
3 inches was reported in places.
Meteorologist Bett Borchardt
forecast snowfall up to 8 inches
or more before it ends Tuesday
evening.

The last comparable snowfall

hit the area in November 2018,
when 8.4 inches fell.

Chicago on Monday warned
residents that hazardous condi-
tions were likely during Tuesday
morning commutes and some
power outages are possible. City
officials have dispatched about

280 salt spreaders to clear main
streets and have created warm-
ing centers in libraries and park
facilities. And a winter weather
advisory was issued for north-
west Indiana.

Many schools and businesses
closed Monday as the storm

moved across the Midwest and
officials urged drivers to stay off
the roads. In western Iowa, Mis-
souri Valley Superintendent
Brent Hoesing reworked the lyr-
ics of the 1970s hit “I Will Sur-
vive” to tell students in his dis-
trict, “So Stay Inside.”

Roughly 250 semi trucks wait-
ed out the storm at the Petro
truck stop alongside Interstate 80
in York, Neb. Manager Rachael
Adamson said she could see
knee-high drifts and that side-
walks needed to be shoveled ev-
ery half hour.

“We haven’t had this much
snow in quite a few years,”
Adamson said.

Over the weekend, more than a
foot of snow fell in Southern Cali-
fornia’s mountains.

Until recently, California had
been experiencing significantly
dry weather accompanied by re-
lentless wildfires.

A band of clouds suggested
more rain could fall Tuesday in
areas north and south of San
Francisco Bay, bringing the
threat of possible flash floods and
landslides in areas scarred by the
fires.

1 dead, many injured after tornado strikes

Associated Press

FULTONDALE, Ala. — A teen-
ager huddling in his basement
was Killed and several of his fam-
ily members were critically in-
jured when a tornado blew a tree
onto their home and it collapsed
on top of them, police said Tues-
day. At least 28 other people were
injured as the twister carved a 10-
mile path of destruction north of
Birmingham.

The tornado caused damage

from Fultondale to Center Point,
striking an area of Alabama that
was severely harmed by a much
larger tornado a decade ago.

This time, piles of furniture, ap-
pliances and tree limbs were
strewn about and vehicles ended
up in awkward positions, as if a
child had flung his collection of
Matchbox cars into the air. One
car landed upside down against
some tree branches on a large
pile of debris.

Police Chief D.P. Smith said
the teen was pronounced dead at
the scene Tuesday morning, and
several of his family members
were critically injured in the
wreckage, while one escaped
harm.

“They were doing what they
were supposed to be doing,” the
chief said.

Fultondale Fire Chief Justin
McKenzie said 17 people have
since been hospitalized and 11

others were treated on scene,
WVTM-TV reported.

Injuries range from minor to
severe but search and rescue ef-
forts are still ongoing, said James
Coker, the director of the Jeffer-
son County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.

Fultondale also caught the tail
end of an EF-4 tornado that
ripped across Alabama from Tus-
caloosa to northern Jefferson
County on April 27, 2011, killing

Ala. town

65 people and injuring 1,500 along
a damage path more than 80
miles long, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service.

This tornado’s path of damage
stretched for 10 miles, from Ful-
tondale to Center Point, Ala., FE-
MA said. Survey crews from the
National Weather Service had yet
to confirm details such as the
twister’s estimated strength, but
FEMA described it as a “large
tornado.”

Genetic genealogy helps ID victim of Green River Killer

Associated Press

SEATTLE — Genetic genealogy
helped identify the youngest
known victim of one of the nation’s
most prolific serial killers almost
37 years after her remains were
discovered near a baseball field
south of Seattle.

Wendy Stephens was 14 and had
runaway from her home in Denver
before Gary Ridgway, the Green
River Killer, strangled her in 1983,
the King County Sheriff’s Office
announced Monday.

Ridgway terrorized the Seattle
areainthe1980s,and since 2003, he
has pleaded guilty to killing 49
women and girls. Four of the vic-
tims — including Stephens — had
not been identified.

“Ridgway’s murderous spree
left a trail of profound grief for so
many families of murdered and
missing women,” King County

Prosecutor Dan Satterberg said in
a written statement. “We are
thankful that Wendy Stephens’
family will now have answers to
their enormous loss suffered near-
ly 40 years ago.”

Researchers at the DNA Doe
Project, a volunteer organization
that uses publicly available DNA
databases to find relatives of uni-
dentified victims, helped make the
identification.

Genetic genealogy has increas-
ingly been used to track down uni-
dentified criminal suspects and
help solve scoresofcold casesinre-
centyears, some of themmore than
ahalf-century old or involving oth-
er serial Killers. It unmasked the
Golden State Killer, Joseph DeAn-
gelo, who pleaded guilty to 13 mur-
ders and 13 rape-related charges
that spanned much of California
between 1975 and 1986.

Stephens’remains were foundin
a wooded area next to a baseball
field in what is now the suburb of
SeaTac on March 21,1984, after the
groundskeeper’s dog came home
with alegbone.

Theremainsofanother Ridgway
victim, Cheryl Wims, were discov-
ered at the same time.

Stephens’ family requested pri-
vacy and declined to speak with re-
porters, said Sgt. Tim Meyer, a
spokesman for the sheriff’s office.

Cairenn Binder, who led the
DNA Doe Project team that identi-
fied Stephens, said that by entering
her DNA informationintoageneal-
ogy website, they were able to lo-
cate distant cousins on both her
mother’s side and father’s side. By
building out a family tree with cen-
sus, birth and other records, they
pinpointed where the families in-
tersected — Stephens’ parents.

Investigators found a missing
person report for Stephens that
had been filed in 1983, and they
matched her DNA directly with
one of her parents.

Itonly took afew weeks for Bind-
er’s team to come up with Ste-
phens’ name. But it could have
been even quicker: Years ago, one
of Stephens’ parents entered DNA
into the database GEDmatch, in
hopes of finding her or any chil-
dren she might have had, Binder
said.

That would have provided a
quick DNA hit. But in 2019, GED-
match changed its policies, better
protecting the privacy of users by
requiring them to opt in if they
wanted law enforcement to be able
to use their DNA in investigations.
Because the parent had provided
their DNA before the policy
change, and they had not subse-

quently opted in, Binder’s team
didn’t see the parent’s DNA profile

when they searched.
Ridgway was long a suspect in
the Green River killings — so

called because the first victims
were found in the Green River,
which runs through several south
Seattle suburbs. Detectives were
unable to prove his role until 2001,
when advancesin DNA technology
allowed them to link a saliva sam-
ple they had obtained from him in
1987 to semen found on several vic-
tims.

Ridgway claimed to have killed
dozens more women than he was
charged with—somany he said he
lost count. He pleaded guilty in a
deal to avoid the death penalty af-
ter agreeing to help investigators
find additional remains. He is now
71,spendingtherestofhislife atthe
Washington State Penitentiary.
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Rate of guns
seized by TSA
jumped in 2020

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Security
screeners confiscated guns at air-
port checkpoints at a record pace
last year although the total num-
ber of guns dropped along with
the steep plunge in travelers be-
cause of the pandemic.

The Transportation Security
Administration said Tuesday that
screeners found 3,257 firearms
on passengers or in their carry-on
bags in 2020, or about 10 for ev-
ery million travelers. About 83%
of the guns were loaded.

The rate was double that in
2019, when screeners found S
guns for every million passen-
gers. However, with S00 million
more travelers screened in 2019,
TSA officers found a record 4,432
guns that year.

Screeners found 220 guns at
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta Inter-
national Airport, followed by 176
at Dallas/Fort Worth Internation-

al Airport, 126 at George Bush In-
tercontinental Airport in Hous-
ton, 126 at Phoenix's Sky Harbor
International Airport, and 104 at
Denver International Airport.

Federal law prohibits passen-
gers other than certain law en-
forcement officers from bringing
guns or ammunition into the ca-
bin. Federal law allows passen-
gers to put guns in checked bags
that go into the cargo hold if they
are unloaded and in a locked
case.

Airlines don't have to permit
guns even in checked bags. All
leading U.S. carriers temporarily
banned guns in checked bags on
flights to Washington, D.C.-area
airports for a week after the Jan.
6 riot at the U.S. Capitol by sup-
porters of former President Do-
nald Trump. Those bans lapsed
last weekend, three days after the
inauguration of President Joe Bi-
den.

PepsiCo goes Beyond
Meat in partnership
on new snacks, drinks

Associated Press

PepsiCo and Beyond Meat are
creating a joint venture to develop
snacks and drinks made from
plant-based proteins.

The companies didn’t reveal
what kinds of products they will
make Tuesday, saying they’re still
in development.

But the collaboration sent Be-
yond Meat's shares to their largest
single-day gain since they began
trading in 2019, jumping by more
than $50 each to $209.17.

The join venture gives Pepsi ac-
cess to one of the leading plant-
based meat companies at a time
when consumers are increasingly
cutting back on meat consumption
and looking for healthier, more
sustainable foods. Beyond Meat's
burgers, sausages and chicken,
which are made from pea protein,
are sold worldwide, including at
Starbucks in China and Pizza Hut
inthe U.S.

Beyond Meat gets access to Pep-
si’s distribution system and broad
product line. Pepsi, in addition to
drinks, makes Fritos, Cheetos and
Tostitos, as well as Matador beef

jerky.

It'sashotinthe arm for E1Segun-
do, Calif.-based Beyond Meat,
which had been struggling to con-
vinceinvestorsofits growth oppor-
tunities as competition increased.
Beyond Meat shares plummeted
in November after retail sales
slowed and McDonald's hinted
that it might work with another
supplier on a new plant-based
burger for the U.S. market.

Food companies are increasing-
ly jumping into the plant-based
space.In2019, Chobaniintroduced
coconut milk-based yogurt and
Nestle brought out plant-based
burgers and ground meat. Meat gi-
ant Tyson Foods, which used to
own a stake in Beyond Meat, now
has its own line of plant-based
meats.

“Plant-based proteinsrepresent
an exciting growth opportunity for
us, a new frontier in our efforts to
build more sustainable food sys-
tem,” said Ram Krishnan, Pepsi-
Co's global chief commercial offi-
cer.

Financial terms of the deal we-
ren’t released. The joint venture
will be managed through a new en-
tity called The Planet Partnership.

BeTH NAKAMURA, THE OREGONIAN/AP

Wrecked vehicles are seen after a driver struck and injured at least five people over a 20-block stretch of
southeast Portland, Ore., before crashing and fleeing on Monday, according to witnesses.

Elderly woman Kkilled, 5 others
hurt in Ore. driver’s rampage

Associated Press
PORTLAND, Ore. — A motorist
repeatedly drove into people
along streets and sidewalks in
Portland, Ore., on Monday, killing

an elderly woman who was
dragged beneath the wheels. The
man then tried to flee on foot but
neighbors surrounded him until
police arrived and wrestled him
into custody.

Five other people were hurt and
taken to hospitals. Authorities said
they believe more people were
hurt who did not need ambulance
transport.

Police received a call shortly af-
ter 1 p.m. that a driver had hit a pe-
destrian, according to Portland
Police Bureau spokesman Derek
Carmon.

Additional calls then came from
people saying a person driving the
same suspect vehicle, a Honda
Element, was striking other peo-
ple and vehicles, he said.

Larry Wolfe told The Orego-
nian/OregonLive that he had an
appointment to meet the person
who was Kkilled, a woman in her
70s. He said he saw her get hit by
the car and scream, and was walk-

ing toward her when the car came
back, hit her again, did a U-turn
and dragged her along the pave-
ment.

The motorist eventually
crashed the Honda a final time,
fled on foot and with help from the
community, was apprehended by
police, Carmon said. A group of
people saw him run from the scene
and corralled him until police
were able to take him into custody.

Police did not immediately re-
lease the identities of the driver or
his victims. The crime scene spans
at least 15 city blocks.

Epstein’s ex-girlfriend seeks dismissal
of charges she faces on multiple grounds

Associated Press

NEW YORK — A British socia-
lite charged with recruiting teen-
age girls for financier Jeffrey Ep-
stein to sexually abuse in the 1990s
asked a judge Monday to dismiss
the case on multiple grounds, in-
cluding that a deal years ago not to
prosecute Epstein and others
should shield her from prosecu-
tion.

Lawyers for Ghislaine Maxwell
said the indictment against their
client was obtained unjustly and
doesn’t allege crimes specific
enough to bring before a jury.

But they listed first among 12
separate arguments attacking the
indictment that a non-prosecution
deal Epstein reached with the fed-
eral government a dozen years
ago should shield Maxwell from
prosecution too.

The agreement sought to pro-
tect Epstein and those around
him, but Maxwell was not identi-

fied by name in

the  document
that was signed
as Epstein

agreed to plead
guilty to state
charges in Flor-
ida that forced
him to register
as a sex offender afterward.

Lawyers for Epstein had
planned to argue that the deal with
federal prosecutors in Florida in
2008 protected him against sex
trafficking charges lodged against
him in July 2019 in New York City.

Manhattan federal prosecutors
maintained they could proceed
against Epstein or those who
worked for him regardless. Ep-
steinkilled himself at a Manhattan
federal lockup a month after his
arrest.

Maxwell, S9, was arrested last
July and has remained jailed on
grounds she might flee. She has

Maxwell

pleaded not guilty to charges that
she recruited three teenage girls,
including a 14-year-old, for Ep-
stein to sexually abuse from 1994
to 1997. The indictment alleged
she sometimes joined in the abuse.

Federal prosecutors declined
through a spokesperson to com-
ment. They will file arguments in
response in a few weeks.

Maxwell’s trial is scheduled for
July. In a recent bail application,
Maxwell revealed that she had set
aside $7.67 million to be spent on
lawyers out of $22.5 million in as-
sets belonging to herself and her
husband.

Maxwell’s lawyers also asked
that Maxwell be tried separately
on charges that she committed
perjury when she testified in a civ-
il case brought by one of Epstein’s
accusers. They said prosecutors
were using those charges impro-
perly as a way to introduce evi-
dence from after the 1990s.
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City of Presidents works
on adding Trump statue

S RAPID CITY — The
City of Presidents or-
ganization has begun work on add-
ing President Donald Trump’s
statue in downtown Rapid City.

Dallerie Davis, co-founder and
artist liaison for the organization,
said the project is in the concept
stage and that they plan to incor-
porate a couple of Trump’s dis-
tinctive trademarks.

“Right now, we know we’ve got
to deal with the very unusual hair
style, and we know we’ll have to
involve tweeting,” Davis said. “I
try to remind people this is histo-
ry, it’s not politics. We have noth-
ing to do with politics. We have ev-
erything to do with history.”

A location has not yet been se-
lected for the nation’s 45th presi-
dent. Davis said the City of Presi-
dents has more than 80 street cor-
ners available.

Police dispatcher
accused of slur is out

M CLAYTON — A St

Louis County police
dispatcher is no longer with the
department, less than two weeks
after using a racial slur over a po-
lice radio, the St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch reported.

The dispatcher, whose name
has not been released, was record-
ed saying an expletive and then
using the racial slur, according to
the recording that was released by
the police department when a
woman sued for the audio.

After the slur, another voice on
the police radio can be heard tell-
ing the dispatcher that his audio
was left open. Commanders
launched an internal investigation
and the dispatcher was on unpaid
leave before his departure.

Council approves home
deliveries for alcohol

LAS VEGAS — Las Ve-

gas city residents will
be able to dial for drink deliveries
at home under a new law ap-
proved by the City Council.

The measure lets restaurants
and convenience stores deliver al-
cohol through third-party servic-
es. It was cast as a boost for busi-
nesses struggling with coronavi-
rus pandemic restrictions.

Councilman Stavros Anthony,
the sponsor, said it connects
“someone at home who wants a12-
pack of beer” with stores and
third-party deliverers.

Licensees will be required to
ensure drivers are at least 21 years
old, undergo background checks
and training on the illegality of
selling to minors, and to keep
transaction records.

Ex-soccer club treasurer
accused of $200K theft

0 MIAMISBURG — A
former youth soccer
club treasurer accused of stealing

Balancing act

Showing that parenting is a balancing act, Eric Greco, of Mountain Top, Pa., has some fun with his two sons Vito and Anthony, both 4, at the
Wright Township Recreation Park, on Sunday, in Mountain Top, Pa.

nearly $200,000 from the organi-
zation is now facing charges, au-
thorities said.

Richard Campbell, S9, of Mia-
misburg, faces three counts of ag-
gravated theft in an indictment re-
cently handed up by a Montgom-
ery County grand jury.

Miamisburg Soccer Association
board members contacted author-
ities after noticing discrepancies
between bank statement balances
and the balances reported to them
by Campbell. When the board
members confronted Campbell,
prosecutors said he admitted mis-
appropriating some of the funds.

Major music festival may
reschedule to next year

F MIAMI — Organizers of

a major electronic mu-
sic festival that is held in South
Florida annually are making plans
to cancel the festivities for a sec-
ond year in a row due to the pan-
demic.

Organizers of the popular Ultra
Music Festival asked in a letter to
Miami’s city manager if they
could reschedule the music jam-
boree for next year, according to
the Miami Herald.

City manager Arthur Noriega
told the Herald in a text that the
city has not yet responded to the
request.

Police, suspect exchange
fire at shopping center

WARNER ROBINS —
A suspect exchanged

THE CENSUS

$1M

The approximate amount given to help remodel Riverside,
Calif.'s library to display Cheech Marin's art collection. The

Riverside City Council voted 4-0 to greenlight the renovation of the 1960s
building that will reopen as the Cheech Marin Center for Chicano Art and Cul-
ture late this year, the Press-Enterprise reported. The newspaper said so far
Marin, a California native, has donated 11 masterpieces, with 500 additional
pieces expected once there's a proper storage facility. The 74-year-old actor
and comedian of Cheech & Chong fame is considered one of the world's fore-
most art collectors, according to the newspaper.

gunfire with police outside a Ge-
orgia outlet store after stealing a
firearm from a vehicle in the park-
ing lot, investigators said.

Derik Edward Jones, of Salem,
N.C., was shot and wounded by po-
lice in Warner Robins and taken to
a hospital in Macon for treatment,
the Georgia Bureau of Investiga-
tion said.

Jones, 27, was suspected of
breaking into a vehicle in a Wal-
mart parking lot. He ran when po-
lice approached him, and he and
three officers exchanged fire in
front of a nearby Bealls Outlet, ac-
cording to the GBI.

The officers were not hurt. The
GBI is investigating the shooting.

Couple charged with
day care bomb threats

M ST. PETERS — A St.
Louis area day care
worker and her boyfriend are
charged with making two bomb
threats that forced youngsters to
be evacuated in the cold.
Janet Porzelt, 40, and Evan
Hauserman, 39, were charged
with two counts each of making a

terrorist threat and making a false
bomb report.

Hauserman made the threats to
Primrose School in St. Peters
twice because Porzelt, an employ-
ee at the school, did not want to go
to work but still wanted to be paid
for a full day, charging documents
said.

Hauserman used an anony-
mous texting application with a
fake phone number to call in the
threats, prosecutors said.

After the first call, the preschool
evacuated everyone in 36-degree
weather. After the second threat,
the preschool evacuated more
than 90 people, including infants
who had to be rolled in the parking
lotin cribs, The St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch reported.

Juvenile suspects caught
after crashing into train

N CHARLOTTE — Two

juvenile robbery sus-
pects were captured after crash-
ing a car into an Amtrak train
while trying to flee police, author-
ities said.

DAVE SCHERBENCO, THE (WiLKES-BARRE, PA.) CiTiZENS' VoiceE/AP

=

Charlotte-Mecklenburg police
said officers received a call about
a robbery on Mont Carmel Lane.

Officers found the suspect vehi-
cle and tried to pull it over, but the
driver did not stop.

A vehicle pursuit ended when
the car hit the train.

Amtrak officials said no one on
the train was injured.

2 hikers rescued after
running barefoot in snow

N FRANCONIA — Two

trail runners were air-
lifted from a New Hampshire
mountain after one man lost his
shoes and continued running
barefoot through several feet of
snow, officials said.

State Fish and Game Depart-
ment conservation officers were
called to Mount Lafayette after
Michael Burleson, 35, of Gorham,
Maine, and Nicholas Drouin, 34, of
North Hampton, contacted 911 for
help, The New Hampshire Union-
Leader reported.

The hikers told conservation of-
ficers that they were trying to
complete a popular trail loop in
four hours but lost the path as they
descended from the mountain
amid 40 mph winds, snow and
freezing temperatures.

While trekking through deep
snow one of the men lost his trail
running shoes and decided to con-
tinue barefoot before being forced
to stop “due to frozen extremi-
ties,” officials said in a statement.

From The Associated Press
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‘THIS IS ME": Rioters flaunt involvement in Capitol siege

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — These sus-
pects weren’t exactly in hiding.

“THIS IS ME,” one man posted
on Instagram with a hand emoji
pointing to himself in a picture of
the violent mob descending on the
U.S. Capitol. “Sooo we’ve stormed
Capitol Hill lol,” one woman text-
ed someone while inside the build-
ing. “I just wanted to incriminate
myself a little lol,” another wrote
on Facebook about a selfie he took
inside during the Jan. 6 riot.

In dozens of cases, supporters of
President Donald Trump down-
right flaunted their activity on so-
cial media on the day of the deadly
insurrection. Some, apparently
realizing they were in trouble with
the law, deleted their accounts on-
ly to discover their friends and
family members had already tak-
en screenshots of their selfies, vid-
eos and comments and sent them
to the FBI.

Their total lack of concern over
getting caught and their friends’
willingness to turn them in has
helped authorities charge about
150 people as of Monday with fed-
eral crimes. But even with the
help from the rioters themselves,
investigators must still work rig-
orously to link the images to the

FBI/AP

The FBI identified the man wearing a Trump 2020 winter cap and a
bullet proof vest beside a wooden coat rack, standing among other

rioters.

vandalism and suspects to the acts
on Jan. 6 in order to prove their
case in court. And because so few
were arrested at the scene, the
FBI and the U.S. Marshals Service
have been forced to send agents to
track suspects down.

“Just because you've left the
D.C. region, you can still expect a
knock on the door if we find out
that you were part of criminal ac-
tivity inside the Capitol,” Steven
D’Antuono, the assistant director
in charge of the FBI’s Washington
office, said earlier this month.

“Bottom line — the FBI is not
sparing any resources in this in-
vestigation.”

In the last few weeks, the FBI
has received more than 200,000
photos and video tips related to the
riot. Investigators have put up bill-
boards in several states with pho-
tos of wanted rioters. Working on
tips from co-workers, acquaint-
ances and friends, agents have
tracked down driver’s license
photos to match their faces with
those captured on camera in the
building. In some cases, author-

ities got records from Facebook or
Twitter to connect their social
media accounts to their email ad-
dresses or phone numbers. In oth-
ers, agents used records from li-
cense plate readers to confirm
their travels.

More than 800 are believed to
have made their way into the Capi-
tol, although it’s likely not every-
one will be tracked down and
charged with a crime. Federal
prosecutors are focusing on the
most critical cases and the most
egregious examples of wrongdo-
ing. They must also weigh man-
power, cost and evidence when
charging rioters.

A special group of prosecutors
is examining whether to bring se-
dition charges against the rioters,
which carry up to 20 years in pris-
on. One trio was charged with con-
spiracy, while most have been
charged with crimes like unlawful
entry and disorderly conduct.

Many rioters posted selfies in-
side the Capitol to their social
media accounts, gave interviews
to news outlets describing their
experience and readily admitted
when questioned by federal inves-
tigators that they were there. One
man created a Facebook album ti-
tled “Who’s House? OUR

HOUSE” filled with photos of
himself and others on Capitol
grounds, officials said.

“They might have thought, like
so many people that work with
Trump, that if the president tells
me to do it, it’s not breaking the
law,” said Michael Gerhardt, an
expert on impeachment and pro-
fessor at the University of North
Carolina School of Law.

Others made blunders, like a
Houston police officer, who de-
nied he went into the Capitol, then
agreed to let agents look at the pic-
tures on his phone. Inside his de-
leted photos folder were pictures
and videos, including selfies he
took inside the building, author-
ities said. Another man was wear-
ing a court-ordered GPS monitor
after a burglary conviction that
tracked his every movement in-
side the building.

Even defense attorneys have
acknowledged that the evidence
poses a problem for them.

“I’m not a magician,” said an at-
torney for the man seen in a photo
carrying House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi’s lectern. “We’ve got a pho-
tograph of our client in what ap-
pears to be inside a federal build-
ing or inside the Capitol with gov-
ernment property.”
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Lake covered in trash |
places more focus on |
Balkan waste problem

Associated Press

PRIBOJ, Serbia — Trucks and
building machines are parked on a
river dam in southwest Serbia, but
not for construction work. Instead,
huge cranes are being used to
clear tons of garbage crammed at
the foot of the power plant.

Serbia and other Balkan nations
are overwhelmed by communal
waste after decades of neglect and
lack of efficient waste-manage-
ment policies in the countries as-
piring to join the European Union.

Burning trash dumps can be
seen from the roads, plastic bags
are hanging from trees and is-
lands of waste are floating down
the region’s rivers. The problem
usually comes into focus in winter,
when swollen waters sweep over
landfills, pushing the garbage to-
ward hydropower dams.

This has been the case at the

Potpec accumulation lake near
the power plant after a spate of
rainy and snowy weather in De-
cember and early January. The
surface of the lake got covered ina
thick layer of waste ranging from
plastics to rusty metal scraps, tree
trunks and even reportedly a cof-
fin.

The garbage has been swept
downstream by the Lim River,
which feeds the Potpec dam. The
Lim originates in neighboring
Montenegro, passing through sev-
eral municipalities and their
waste sites in both Montenegro
and Serbia.

“Based on a recent study, we
found out that in these towns, in
the five municipalities in Monte-
negro and three in Serbia, about
45,000 tons of waste are collected
(per year),” said Predrag Sapon-
jic, the Lim River hydropower

DARrko VosiNovic/AP

A boat pushes tons of garbage stuck at the foot of the hydro power
plant at the Potpecko accumulation lake near Priboj in southwest

Serbia on Friday.

plant system manager. Looking at
the garbage-strewn lake, he added
that “even if only a fraction of that
waste ends up in the Lim River, we
get this.”

Environmentalists in the Bal-
kans have warned that because
most landfills aren’t managed
properly, they leak toxic materials
into rivers, threatening ecosys-
tems and wildlife.

Bosnia, too, has reported a gar-
bage pileup that endangers the hy-

droelectric dam on the Drina Riv-
er, near the eastern town of Vise-
grad. The Lim is one of the tribu-
taries of the Drina, which makes
their waterways — and garbage
flows — closely connected.

The two emerald-colored rivers
— the Drina flows along the bor-
der between Serbia and Bosnia —
during summer are favored by ad-
venturers and water rafters who
enjoy the winding waterways and
seemingly pristine nature.

EU urges US
to draft joint
rules to rein
in tech giants

Associated Press

BRUSSELS — The European
Union on Tuesday called on Presi-
dent Joe Biden to help draw up a
common rule book to rein in the
power of big tech companies like
Facebook and Twitter and combat
the spread of fake news hurting
Western democracies.

In a speech to the Davos World
Economic Forum, European
Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen urged the Biden admin-
istration to join forces against “the
darker sides of the digital world,”
which she said was partly behind
the “shock” storming of Capitol
Hill on Jan. 6.

“The business model of online
platforms has an impact and not
only on free and fair competition,
but also on our democracies, our
security and on the quality of our
information,” von der Leyen said.
“That is why we need to contain
this immense power of the big dig-
ital companies.”
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OPINION

Biden’s Iran challenge will be engaging its people

By JasoN REzAIAN
The Washington Post
resident Joe Biden is rethinking
U.S. policy on Iran. Here’s my ad-
vice: Focus on the Iranian people.
Critics of the Iran nuclear deal
often complained that it didn’t address the
Tehran regime’s abuse of human rights.
While that was never the goal of the agree-
ment, theyhadapoint. Yetitwasunder Pres-
ident Donald Trump, who withdrew from
the deal, that the Islamic Republic engaged
in its most relentless repression of Iranian
citizens in more than a generation. Over the
past four years, the regime killed protesters
en masse, abducted and executed disside-
nts, and jailed critics at a dizzying pace.

Meanwhile, the Trump administration
was piling on sanction after sanction, merely
increasing the suffering of ordinary Ira-
nians.

After the spectacular failure of Trump’s
so-called maximum pressure campaign,
which did nothing to hinder the regime’s
worst behavior, Biden now has a chance to
make aclean start. Doing so will require em-
pathy and pragmatism, two words often
used to describe him.

What could this look like?

He can start by rebuilding long-dormant
public diplomacy programs and encourag-
ing people-to-people exchanges —the same
sorts of policies were essential to U.S. Cold
War strategy, and they work to strengthen
civil society and its institutions.

Iranians once made up the highest num-
ber of foreign students in U.S. universities;
during the Trump years, it dwindled to al-
most none. Building on Biden’s decision to
rescind the travel ban that disproportionate-
ly targeted Iranians, the administration
should makeit clearthey are once again wel-
come here and ease the visa process.

Independent and small Iranian business
owners should be encouraged to buy from
U.S. companies, notbe barred from doing so.

And yes — the Biden administration
should recommit to negotiations with the Is-
lamic Republic over its nuclear program
and other destabilizing and destructive ac-
tivities, which will entail lifting some of the
sanctions that have made life miserable for
Iranians.

Senior Biden administration officials I've
spokento say negotiations are along way off.
Yet Biden is already facing head wind from
regime change advocates who claim Robert
Malley, the new administration’s choice for
Iran envoy, won’t prioritize human rights.
While those claims lack merit, they’re just
the latest reminder that changing Washing-
ton’s stance on Iran won’t be easy.

Biden’s Inauguration Day coincided with
the 40th anniversary of the freeing of 52
Americans held hostage in Iran. That saga
entrenched U.S.enmitytoward Iranand Ira-
nians. Four decades and seven presidents
later, the United States’ troubles with Iran
are as palpable as ever. Yet, despite years of
punishing sanctions on Iran’s economy, the
Tehran regime’s grip on power hasn’t di-
minished.

In Washington, it’s become almost second
nature to see Iran’s hand in virtually every
threat to U.S. security. In his final speech as
secretary of state, Mike Pompeo called Iran
thenewhomebase ofal-Qaida, withoutboth-
ering to substantiate the claim. Sen. Susan
Collins, R-Maine, meanwhile, said that her
“firstthought” duringthe Jan. 6 attackonthe
U.S. Capitol was that the invaders were Ira-
nians, rather than the white supremacists
who, at the behest of the sitting U.S. presi-
dent, announced they were coming that day.

Listening to these Republicans, one might
think Iranians are an existential threat tothe

American way of life. They aren’t.

Ultimately, proponents of Trump’s maxi-
mum pressure campaign had four years to
getresults, and they failed miserably. In the
end, that policy led to nothing more than
hardship for ordinary Iranians.

Of course, Iran’s leadership isn’t doing
anything to improve its reputation. All the
more reason to differentiate it from Iranian
society. As Iran struggles with one of the
worst COVID-19 outbreaks in the world,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei banned the import
of U.S.- and British-made vaccines, calling
them untrustworthy. “Why do they want to
giveittous?” heaskedsuspiciouslyinaJan.8
speech. Last weekend, Tehran announced
the “conviction” of another U.S.-Iranian
dual national. Just the latest in the long line
of American hostagesin Iran.

On this last point, Biden should take a
clear stand — along with Germany, France
and Britain—that there willbe nonew nego-
tiations until nationals of these countriesand
other allies held hostage in Iran are set free
and the Islamic Republic commits to quit-
ting this savage practice.

Thisis the intricate Iran puzzle that Biden
inherits. His Cabinet appointees are already
saying they plantotake theirtimeinfiguring
it out. So for now the Washington consensus
on Iran holds; changing it will be hard. But I
think the president should see that as one
more reason to think big.

Hecandothatbymaking concerns and as-
pirations of ordinary Iranians central to his
policy. His challenge will be to engage those
Iranians, 83 million people who have long
been punished by American power for the
sins of their rulers.

Jason Rezaian is a writer for Global Opinions. He served as The
Washington Post’s correspondent in Tehran from 2012 to 2016.
He spent 544 days unjustly imprisoned by Iranian authorities
until his release in January 2016.

Time is now for Dems to stand up to teachers unions

By HENRY OLSEN
Special to The Washington Post

he Chicago Teachers Union’s re-

fusal on Sunday to go back to the

classroom is more than a possibly

illegal strike.Itisanotherexample
of unions failing to put the interest of stu-
dents first.

The refusal to work comes in response to
the Chicago school district’s decision to be-
ginin-personinstruction for K-8 students on
Feb. 1. Approximately 3,200 pre-K and spe-
cial needs students are already trying to at-
tend in-person instruction that started two
weeks ago, butteachers continue torefuse to
attend classes and are trying to teach re-
motely.

A growing consensus finds that children
from less-advantaged backgrounds are fall-
ing behind academically because remote
learning does not work as well for them as for
kids from more advantaged families. These
students are disproportionately minorities,
especially so for Chicago’s student body.
Roughly 80% of the 355,000 children in Chi-
cago Public Schools qualify for a free or re-
duced-price lunch, a factor thatis often used
as a proxy to measure a district’s population
of low-income and working-class students.
Staying out of the classroom will hurt chil-
dren who can ill afford falling even further
behind.

There is also little reasonable concern for
safety. Schools have reopened for younger

childrenacrossthe globe withlittleevidence
thatdoing soheightenstherisk of teachersor
students getting COVID-19. The Biden ad-
ministration understands this, which is why
it released a statement last week calling for
the reopening of K-8 schools within100 days.
Despite this, the Chicago Teachers Union
(CTU) refuses toreturn to class.

This cannot stand. Surely schools should
accommodate teachers who are at genuine
risk because of their age or comorbidities.
But that does not justify a general refusal to
do the jobs teachers are getting paid for.

This is a challenge for Illinois Democrats.
They hold every lever of power in the state
and Chicago. If they cannot solve this prob-
lem quickly, the buck stops with them.

Itis a potential problem for national Dem-
ocrats, too. Teachers unions are among the
staunchest backers of the Democratic Party
at all levels. That gives them great leverage
when Democrats control government, as
they do in most large cities and the federal
government. If the CTU revolt spreads,
Democrats across the country will be forced
to choose between their backers and par-
ents. That’s a choice they will want to avoid,
which unionleaders surely know and will be
tempted to use to extract concessions as a
price for reopening schools.

That temptation is something both sides
should resist. Tens of millions of people are
out of work or are finding it difficult to bal-
ance work and family with children attend-

ingschoolonline. Parents—especially those
who must work in difficult circumstances
every day—won’ttakekindly toleaders who
fail tofix this situation based on exaggerated
fears. Nor will parents appreciate efforts
from unions to effectively extract extra
money to fulfill their contracts.

Ronald Reagan had to deal with a similar
situation early in his presidency. The air
traffic controllers union was one of the few
that endorsed his candidacy in 1980. They
then tried to use that in bargaining for a new
contract, refusing to come to agreement
with the hope that Reagan would swoop in
and grant them a windfall. When that didn’t
happen, they went out on strike, again think-
ingthatReagan wouldn’trisk thebad public-
ity should anaccident occuronhis watch. In-
stead, Reagantold themtogoback towork or
be fired for engaging in an illegal strike.
They stayed firm, and Reagan’s firing of the
air traffic controllers became a defining
pointin his tenure.

There’s probably no Democrat today who
would do something similar, even if courts
ruled that the CTU or other unions were act-
ingillegally. Butifthey don’t place the inter-
est of parents and students first, eager Re-
publicans at all levels will surely use the Re-
agan example to campaign. Lots of angry
parents would probably listen.

Henry Olsen is a Washington Post columnist and a senior fellow
at the Ethics and Public Policy Center.
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword
1 2 3 4 5

ACROSS 39 Cry of pain 15 Seminary subj.

1 Hot tub 40 Em halves 19 Letter sealer

4 Can. neighbor 41 Sound from 20 Doctrine

7 List-ending abbr. a hot wok 21 Trumpet noise

8 “The Hobbit” 22 Filmed anew
baddie DOWN 23 Botched

10— Holmes 1 Boutique 24 Word in a
(Sherlock’s 2 Cover of gloom carrier's name
sleuthing 3 Magic lamp 25 Cleric’s tunic
younger sister) owner 26 Bjorn Borg,

11 Flowering 4 City-related for one

13 Globe-trotter 5 Figure out 28 Spill the beans

16 Jargon suffix 6 Medicinal plant 29 First-year law

17 “Lorna —" 7 Eve’s grandson students

18 Mineral suffix 8 Seer’s deck 30 Singing groups

19 Droop 9 Nabokov novel 31 Leisurely

20 Slanted type 10 Lamb’s mama 32TV spots
(Abbr.) 12 Gold or silver 34 Bad habit

21 Trademark 14 Snitched 35 Praiseful pieces

23— metabolism Answer to Previous Puzzle

25 “Roots” author
Haley

26 Slender

27 Felon’s flight

28 Reduce

30 Airport

screening org.
33 Aldous Huxley
novel
36 Redacted
37 Juan’s farewell
38 Paris school
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF PEOPLE ARE OFFERED
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FACES

This week: ‘Resident Alien,” Arlo Parks

Associated Press
Here’s a collection curated by The Associat-
ed Press’ entertainment journalists of what’s
arriving on TV, streaming services and music
platforms this week.

Movies

B An intimate melodrama set in England
just before the outbreak of World War II, “The
Dig” isthe kind of well-crafted, well-acted peri-
od drama not unearthed so often. Simon Stone’s
adaptation of John Preston’s novel, which be-
gins streaming Friday on Netflix, stars Carey
MulliganasaBritishlandownerand widow who
brings in a local excavator for a provincial mu-
seum (Ralph Fiennes) to investigate what will
prove to be a landmark archeological find. In
herreview, AP Film Writer Lindsey Bahrcalled
“The Dig” “a truly beautiful piece, contempla-
tive and melancholy, with a lovely score by Ste-
fan Gregory and enveloping scenery shot by
Mike Eley.”

B Justin Timberlake hasn’t been acting
much since a string of good early ’10s perform-
ances including “The Social Network” and “In-
side Llewyn Davis.” In Fisher Stevens’ “Palm-
er,” Timberlake takes a rare leading role in a
predictable but tender redemption drama. In
the film, debuting Friday on Apple TV+, a
bearded Timberlake plays an ex-convict and
former college football star who returns home
from prison and strikes up a friendship with a
boy (Ryder Allen) being looked after by his
grandmother (June Squibb).

B The first in Warner Bros.” planned year-
long rollout of films opening on both HBO Max
and in theaters is the starry neo-noir thriller
“The Little Things.” Denzel Washington, Rami
Malek and Jared Leto star in John Lee Han-
cock’s ’90s-set crime drama, with Washington
and Malek playing police investigators of a Los
Angeles serial killer. It debuts Friday.

— AP Film Writer Jake Coyle

Music

B iHeartRadio’s fifth annual ALTer EGO
show dedicated to contemporary rock artists
starring Billie Eilish, Foo Fightersand Coldplay
will air virtually Thursday night. Other per-
formers include Mumford & Sons, twenty one
pilots, Beck, the Black Keys, the Killers, Weez-
er, blink-182, Cage the Elephant and Muse.

B British singer-songwriter Arlo Parks is

pr—
."-

SyFY/AP

Alan Tudyk plays Harry, an alien masquerading as a small-town doctor — and a human — in the

new Syfy series “Resident Alien.”

having a breakthrough, and she can count for-
mer first lady Michelle Obama as a fan. The
singer’s “Eugene” — taken from her debut
“Collapsed In Sunbeams” — was featured on
“Vol. 1: The Michele Obama Playlist” on Spoti-
fy, inspired by the first season of Obama’s pod-
cast. Parks, who will release her album Friday,
was also longlisted for the prestigious BBC
Sound of 2020 poll.

B Live from the Roxy Theatre in Los An-
geles, Adam Lambert will hold a concert Friday
to celebrate his 39th birthday. “Adam Lambert
Live” will include two shows — one at 3 p.m.
EST and another at 10 p.m. EST. He will per-
form songs from his latest album, “Velvet,” and
other tracks from his catalog. Tickets cost
$18.50.

— AP Music Editor Mesfin Fekadu

Television

B “Real Sportswith Bryant Gumbel” return-
ed Tuesday for season No. 27 with a sidekick:
“The Real Sports Podcast,” which expands on
stories featured on the HBO series with further

interviews and behind-the-scenes details.

B If a wacky sci-fi series sounds appealing,
check out “Resident Alien.” Alan Tudyk plays
Harry, masquerading as a small-town doctor —
and a human — after crash-landing on Earth.
He’s pulled into helping solve a murder and re-
lationships with his new neighbors, complicat-
ing his assignment to wipe out the planet’s pop-
ulation. Based on the comic book series of the
same name, “Resident Alien” debuts 10 p.m.
EST Wednesday on SyFy.

B “Forgotten Genius” pays tribute to Percy
Julian, an African American chemist whose
achievements and success came despite the
roadblocks of racism. The 2007 documentary,
whichisbeing rebroadcast Wednesday on PBS’
science series “Nova,” recounts his pioneering
research that helped lead to the mass produc-
tion of cortisone and birth control pills. Ruben
Santiago-Hudson (“Billions”) portrays Julian,
who became a wealthy businessman and advo-
cate for civil rights. The documentary streams
free through February on PBS.org.

— AP Television Writer Lynn Elber

Arizona State names new film school after Poitier

Associated Press

In 1963, Sidney Poitier made a film in Arizo-
na, “Lilies of the Field.” The performance led
to a huge milestone: He became the first Black
winner of a lead-acting Oscar.

Now, Arizona is the site of another career
milestone for the legendary actor and film-
maker — Arizona State University has named
its new film school after him. The Sidney Poi-
tier New American Film School was unveiled
at a virtual ceremony on Monday.

The decision to name the school after Poi-
tier, 93, is about much more than his achieve-
ments and legacy, but because he “embodiesin
his very person that which we strive to be —the
matching of excellence and drive and passion
with social purpose and social outcomes, all
things that his career has really stood for,” said
Michael M. Crow, president of the university.

The university did not make Poitier, who has
been out of the public eye for some time, avail-
able for an interview. His daughter Beverly

Poitier-Henderson told The
Associated Press her father
was “doing well and enjoying
his family,” and considered it
an honor to be the namesake
of the new film school.

Poitier-Henderson and two
of Poitier’s other daughters
described in interviews how
the film school’s emphasis on inclusivity and
access aligned with their father’s long-held
ideals.

“If it has my Dad’s name on it, it has to be
inclusive, because that’s the foundation of who
he is and what he stands for,” said Anika Poi-
tier, like her father a filmmaker.

“And it’s important to not only have inclu-
sion but to have diversity, and to give people
the opportunity to tell their stories. I think it’s
imperative to cast a wide net and allow anyone
who’s called to tell their story to learn how to do
that.”

Poitier

Trey Songz arrested
at AFC Championship game

R&B artist Trey Songz was jailed overnight
after he scuffled with police officers during his
arrest for not following coronavirus protocols
and other rules at the AFC championship game
in Kansas City, Mo., police said Monday.

Songz, 36, whose name is Tremaine Aldon
Neverson, was released Monday while an in-
vestigation continues, Jackson County Sher-
iff's spokesman LeVanden Darks said. No
charges have been filed.

Songz is a three-time Grammy-nominated
singer. He earned his third No. 1 on Billboard’s
Top R&B Albums chart with “Back Home” last
year. His other two chart-topping albums are
“Trigga” and “Tremaine The Album.”

He has also appeared in films including
“Texas Chainshaw 3D” and “Baggage Claim,”
and he starred in “Blood Brother” in 2018.

P

Netflix
Viola Davis stars in “Ma Rainey’s
Black Bottom,” named one of the
top 10 films of the year by The
American Film Institute.

‘Ma Rainey’s,’
‘Soul’ among
AFT selections

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

The American Film Institute on
Monday announced its top 10 films
of the year, including Pixar’s jazz-
themed “Soul” and two of Chad-
wick Boseman’s final films: the
August Wilson adaptation “Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom” and Spike
Lee’s Vietham drama “Da S
Bloods,” both of which are Netflix
films.

Netflix featured heavily in the
AFT’s list, taking four positions in-
cluding David Fincher’s “Citizen
Kane” origin story “Mank” and
Aaron Sorkin’s “The Trial of the
Chicago 7.” Amazon, too, got two
spots with the hearing loss drama
“Sound of Metal,” with Riz Ahmed
and Regina King’s “One Night in
Miami.”

Chloé Zhao’s awards and festiv-
al favorite “Nomadland” with
Frances McDormand was also
named an honoree in advance of
its theatrical rollout in the coming
weeks, as was “Minari,” with Ste-
ven Yeun, which opens Feb. 12.
AFI also selected Warner Bros.’
Black Panther Party film “Judas
and the Black Messiah,” which
will have its premiere at the Sun-
dance Film Festival on Feb. 1.

The AFI also named its top 10
television shows, including Net-
flix’s “The Queen’s Gambit,” the
Disney+ phenomenon “The Man-
dalorian” and Apple TV+’s “Ted
Lasso.”

The selection jury included
filmmakers Rian Johnson and Lu-
lu Wang. The group also included
a special citation for “Hamilton.”

In lieu of the annual luncheon
celebrating the honorees, AFI will
hold a virtual benediction on Feb.
26 streaming on YouTube and the
AFTI website.
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SCOREBOARD/HIGH SCHOOL/OLYMPICS

PRO FOOTBALL COLLEGE BASKETBALL

NFL playoffs

Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 9
Buffalo 27, Indianapolis 24
Los Angeles Rams 30, Seattle 20
Tampa Bay 31, Washington 23
Sunday, Jan. 10
Baltimore 20, Tennessee 13
New Orleans 21, Chicago 9
Cleveland 48 Pittsburgh 37
Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan 16
Green Bay 32, Los Angeles Rams 18
Buffalo 17, Baltimore 3
Sunday, Jan. 17
Kansas City 22, Cleveland 17
Tampa Bay 30, New Orleans 20
Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 24
AFC
Kansas City 38, Buffalo 24
NFC

Tampa Bay 31, Green Bay 26
Super Bow!|
Sunday, Feb. 7
At Tampa, Fla.
Tampa Bay vs. Kansas City

COLLEGE HOCKEY

Monday’s score

MIDWEST
Michigan Tech 4, N. Michigan 1

Monday's transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

BOSTON RED SOX — Acquired RHPs
Adam Ottavino and Frank German and
cash considerations from the New York
Yankees in exchange for a player to be
named later or cash considerations.

HOUSTON ASTROS — Signed OF Michael
Brantley toa two-year contract.

National League

ATLANTA BRAVES — Agreed to terms
with 3B Pablo Sandoval on a minor league
contract.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Agreed to
terms with C Joe Hudson on a minor
league contract.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Promoted Sean
Kugler to offensive line coach/run game
coordinator and Cam Turnet to quarter-
backs coach. Hired Shawn Jefferson as
wide receivers coach.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Named Sean
Ryan quarterbacks coach and Tony Spara-
no Jr. offensive line assistant coach.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Signed OLB Tipa
Galeai, LB De'Jon Harris, G Zack Johnson,
TE Isaac Nauta, DTs Willington Previlon
and Anthony Rush, CB Stanford Samuels,
RBs Mike Weber and RB Dexter Williams,
and P Ryan Winslow.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Promoted Mar-
cus Brady to offensive coordinator.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Signed QB Devlin
Hodges and S Jake Gervase to reserve/fu-
tures contracts.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

BUFFALO SABRES — Loaned G Jonas Jo-
hansson to the taxi squad. Reassigned F
Rasmus Asplund and G Dustin Tokarski
from the taxi squad to Rochester (AHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Designated LWs
Givani Smith and Taro Hirose for assign-
ment to the taxi squad.

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Recalled G
Ksimir Kaskisuo from the minor leagues to
the taxi squad.

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Sent LW Nolan
Foots to Binghamton (AHL).

SOCCER

Major League Soccer

D.C. UNITED — Agreed to terms with M
Felipe Martins on a one-year contract ex-
tension.

NEW YORK RED BULLS — Signed MF Wi-
kelman Carmona.

SEATTLE SOUNDERS — Signed head
coach Brian Schmetzer to a multiyear con-
tract extension.

AP SPORTLIGHT

Jan. 27

1937 — Tris Speaker and Cy Young are
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame.

1970 — The Pittsburgh Steelers select
Louisiana Tech quarterback Terry Brad-
shaw with first pick of the NFL Draft.

1973 — UCLA, led by Bill Walton, sets an
NCAA record for consecutive victories
with its 61st win, an 82-63 victory over
Notre Dame. UCLA breaks the record of 60
set by San Francisco in 1956. Walton
scores 16 points, grabs 15 rebounds and
blocks 10 shots.

1982 — Geoff Houston of the Cleveland
Cavaliers hands out 27 assists, two short
ofthe NBA record and scores 24 pointsina
110-106 victory over the Golden State War-
riors.

1991 — The New York Giants survive the
closest Super Bowl ever when Scott Nor-
wood’s 47-yard field goal attempt with 8
seconds left in the game goes wide. The
Giants win their second Super Bowl in five
years, 20-19 over the Buffalo Bills.

1993 — American Chad Rowan is award-
ed the highest rank in sumo wrestling, the
ancient Japanese sport, making him the
first foreign “yokozuna.” The 6-foot-8, 455-
pounder from Honolulu, becomes the 64th
person to hold the top rank in the sport’s
history.

AP Men’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, records
through Jan. 24, total points based on 25
points for a flrst-place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and previous

ing:
Record Pts Prv

1. Gonzaga (61) 15-0 1597 1
2. Baylor (3) 14-0 1539 2
3. Villanova 10-1 1459 3
4. Michigan 13-1 1376 7
5. Texas 11-2 1341 5
6. Houston 13-1 1281 8
7. lowa 12-3 1214 4
8. Virginia 10-2 1067 13
9. Alabama 13-3 1039 18
10. Texas Tech 11-4 954 12
11. West Virginia 10-4 869 14
12. Missouri 10-2 833 19
13. Ohio St. 12-4 810 15
14. Wisconsin 12-4 757 10
15. Kansas 10-5 665 9
16. Florida St. 9-2 656 —

17. Creighton
18. Tennessee
19. lllinois

20. Virginia Tech
21. Minnesota

11-4 640 11
10-3 638 6
10-5 415 22
11-3 242 16
11-5 223 17

22. Saint Louis 7-1 218 25
23.UCLA 12-3 157 24
24. Oklahoma 9-4 151 —
25. Louisville 10-3 117 —

Others receiving votes: Boise St. 108,
Drake 75, Colorado 59, Southern Cal 50, Ok-
lahoma St. 49, 0regon49 Florida 37, UConn
20, Winthrop 16 Xavier 14, Loyola of Chica-
go12,BYU 11, Purdue 11, Belmont9 Clem-
2on8 St. BonaventureG Toledo 4, Arizona

Men’s Coaches Poll

Ferris Mowers Top 25 Men’s Basketball
Coaches Poll with team’s records through
Sunday, total points based on 25 for first
place through one point for 25th, first-
place votes received and ranking in last
week’s poll:

Record Pts Prv

1. Gonzaga (29) 15-0 797 1
2. Baylor (3) 14-0 771 2
3. Villanova 10-1 735 3
4. Michigan 13-1 666 7
5. Texas 11-2 665 5
6. Houston 13-1 635 8
7.lowa 12-3 555 4
8. Virginia 10-2 527 12
9. Alabama 13-3 527 16
10. Texas Tech 11-4 439 13
11. West Virginia 10-4 408 15
12. Missouri 10-2 406 19
13. Wisconsin 12-4 360 10
14. Creighton 11-4 359 11
15. Ohio State 12-4 340 18
16. Florida State 9-2 334 25
17. Tennessee 10-3 320 6
18. Kansas 10-5 296 9

11-3 225 14
11-5 152 17

19. Virginia Tech
20. Minnesota

21.UCLA 12-3 150 20
22. Illinois 10-5 138 24
23. Louisville 10-3 88 -
24. Saint Louis 7-1 73 -
25. Oregon 9-3 66 21

DroPped out: No. 22 Clemson (9-4); No.
23 Colorado (12-4).

Others receiving votes: Oklahoma (9-4)
65; Boise State (13-1) 60; Southern Califor-
nia (12- 3)51; Colorado (12- 4) 40; Oklahoma
State (9-4) 37 Xavier (10-2) 22; Loyola Chi-
cago (12-3) 21 Drake (13-0) 17 Clemson
(9-4) 15; FIorlda (8-4) 14; Purdue (11- 6) 7
Connecticut (7-3) 5; Arkansas (12-4) 4; S
Bonaventure (8- 1)3 SanDiego State(ll 4)
3;Michigan State (8-4) 3; W|nthrop(15 -0) 1.

Monday’s men’s scores

EAST
West Virginia 88, Texas Tech 87
SOUTH

Alabama St. 66, Southern U. 64
71Gardner-Webb 80, Charleston Southern

Presbyterian 71, High Point 56
Radford 73, UNC-Asheville 63
Virginia 81, Syracuse 58
MIDWEST
Chicago 65, Bradley 58
Indiana St. 69 S. lllinois 66
N. lowa 70, Coe 60
Oklahoma'St. 81, lowa St. 60
SOUTHWEST
Prairie View 73, Ark.-Pine Bluff 56
FAR WEST
Arizona 80, Arizona St. 67
Loyola Marymount 75, Portland 50
New Mexico St. 70, W. New Mexico 41
UNLV 59, Utah St. 56

Men’s Top 25 schedule

Wednesday’s games

No. 2 Baylor vs. Kansas St.
No. 4 Michigan at Penn St., ppd.
No. 13 Ohio St. vs. Penn St.

No. 14 Wisconsin at Maryland

No. 16 Florida St. vs. Miami

No. 17 Creighton at Seton Ha

No. 20 Virginia Tech at Notre Dame
No. 25 Louisville at Clemson

Thursday’s games

No. 1 Gonzaga at San Diego
No. 3 Villanova at UConn
No. 6 Houston at Tulane
No. 15 Kansas vs. TCU

No. 23 UCLA vs. Oregon

Friday’s games

No. 7 lowa at No. 19 lllinois
No. 22 Saint Louis at Richmond

Saturday’s games

No. 1 Gonzaga at Pepperdine

No. 2 Baylor vs. Auburn

No. 3 Villanova at Seton Hall

No. 4 Michigan vs. Indiana, ppd.

No. 5 Texas at Kentucky

No. 8 Virginia at No. 20 Virginia Tech
No. 9 Alabama at No. 24 Oklahoma

No. 10 Texas Tech at LSU

No. 25 Louisville vs. Boston College, ppd.

Sunday’s games

No. 6 Houston vs. SMU
No. 13 Ohio St. vs. Michigan St.

AP Women’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ women’s college basketball poll,
with first-place votes in parentheses, re-
cords through Jan. 24, total points based
on 25 points for a first-place vote through
one point for a 25th-place vote and previ-
ous ranking:

Record Pts Prv

1. Louisville (22) 14-0 739 1
2. NC State (5) 11-0 710 2
3.UConn (1) 10-0 692 3
4. South Carolina (2) 12-1 679 4
5.UCLA 9-2 618 6
6. Stanford 12-2 572 5
7. Maryland 11-1 565 7
8. Texas A&M 14-1 550 8
9. Baylor 10-2 522 9
10. Arizona 11-2 494 10
11. Oregon 11-3 420 13
12. Michigan 10-1 382 11
13. South Florida 10-1 353 14
14. Ohio St. 8-1 346 17
15. Kentucky 11-4 320 12
16. Indiana 9-3 308 16
17. DePaul 9-3 238 18

13-2 186 20
11-5 182 15
10-3 180 25

18. Gonzaga
19. Arkansas
20. Tennessee

21. Mississippi St. 8-4 156 19
22. Georgia 12-2 122 22
23. Northwestern 8-3 93 21
24. West Virginia 11-2 72 -
25. South Dakota St.  13-2 66 -

Others receiving votes: Texas 52, Mis-
souriSt. 49, lowaSt. 29, Syracuse 27, Alaba-
ma 10, Rice 7, Georgia Tech 5, Milwaukee 4,
South Dakota 2.

Monday’s women’s scores

EAST

Manhattan 49, Monmouth (NJ) 48

Minnesota 85, Penn St. 76

Villanova 81, St. John’s 78, OT
SOUTH

Austin Peay 74, Murray St. 71

Georgia 75, Arkansas 73

Jacksonville St. 69, Tennessee Tech 58

James Madison 67, Northeastern 49

Southern U. 60, Alabama St. 56
MIDWEST

Nebraska 57, Illinois 53
Ohio St. 88, Maryland 86
Oklahoma St. 69, Kansas St. 55
SOUTHWEST
Louisiana-Lafayette 54, UALR 45
FAR WEST

San Francisco 64, Pepperdine 56
UNLYV 89, Utah St. 59

Women’s Top 25 schedule

Wednesday’s games

No. 6 Stanford at Washington St.
No. 13 South Florida at Temple
No. 24 West Virginia at Texas Tech

Thursday’s games

No. 1 Louisville vs. North Carolina

No. 2 NC State at Duke, ccd.

No. 2 NC State at Virginia Tech

No. 3 UConn at No. 19 Arkansas
No.4South CarolinaatNo. 21 Mississippi

No. 7 Maryland vs. Rutgers, ppd.
No. 8 Texas A&M at Auburn

No. 14 Ohio St., at No. 16 Indiana
No. 15 Kentucky vs. Alabama
No. 18 Gonzaga at Pacific

NO. 22 Georgia vs. LSU

No. 23 Northwestern at lowa

Friday’s games
No. 5 UCLA vs. Arizona St.
No. 6 Stanford at Washington St.
No. 10 Arizona at Southern Cal
No. 11 Oregon vs. Utah
No. 25 South Dakota St., at Denver
Saturday’s games

No. 13 South Florida vs. Cincinnati
No. 18 Gonzaga at Saint Mary’s (Cal)
No. 24 West Virginia at TCU

No. 25 South Dakota St., at Denver

Basketball season
scrapped in Korea

By DAvE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

The on-again, off-again DO-
DEA Korea high school basketball
season is now off again — this time
apparently for keeps.

That announcement was made
in a letter dated Tuesday from
DODEA Korea district superin-
tendent Jeff Arrington. Osan,
Humphreys and Daegu high
schools notified their student-ath-
letes and coaches over the past
two days, school athletics officials
and coaches said.

“While we know this will be up-
setting news to our student-ath-
letes, due to current conditions,
we will be unable to move forward
with winter sports,” Arrington’s
letter stated.

Basketball was not on the initial
list of sports to be offered by DO-
DEA Pacific this school year.

However, on Nov. 13, the DO-
DEA Korea district announced it
would offer basketball for boys
and girls from mid-January to
mid-February, culminating with
district finals scheduled for Feb.
19-20.

But U.S. Forces Korea an-
nounced Dec. 19 it was imple-
menting Health Protection Condi-
tion C, or Charlie. Under DODEA
Pacific guidelines, schools revert-
ed to remote learning, with no co-
curricular activities. HPCON-C
has remained in effect since.

“I’m kind of disappointed, but

not surprised,” Osan athletics di-
rector Jerome Learman said. “
was hoping they would keep hold-
ing. I feel badly for the kids, par-
ticularly the seniors who didn’t get
to have (their final) season. Butit’s
out of our hands.”

DODEA Pacific schools have
not played basketball since the
first day of the 2020 Far East tour-
naments.

Humphreys’ boys players and
coaches in particular were upset;
the Blackhawks won the Far East
Division I tournament in 2019 and
now will go without a season this
school year.

“I'm very disappointed,” Black-
hawks senior center Collin Met-
calfsaid. “We’re all frustrated that
there is no basketball season.”

It’s not known when or if USFK
might revert back to HPCON-B

“Hopefully, we can have a full
spring season,” Daegu athletics
director and boys basketball
coach Blake Sims said.

In other developments, track
and field received a faint glimmer
of hope when DODEA Pacific ath-
letics coordinator Tom McKinney
said Monday that consideration is
being given to staging a virtual Far
East meet.

Practices for spring sports were
originally scheduled to start Jan.
19 on Okinawa. But those were put
on hold and remain that way, DO-
DEA Okinawa superintendent
Jacqueline Ferguson said.

Italy hopes decree can help
it avoid Olympic sanctions

By ANDREW DAMPF
Associated Press

ROME — The Italian govern-
ment pushed through a last-min-
ute decree Tuesday providing
more autonomy for the country’s
Olympic committee in an effort to
prevent the team from being sus-
pended for the Tokyo Games.

It was one of the final acts of Gi-
useppe Conte’s government be-
fore he offered his resignation
amid an unrelated political crisis.

The International Olympic
Committee’s executive board had
on its agenda Wednesday whether
to impose a humiliating probation
on Italy because of a two-year do-
mestic dispute that it said amount-
ed to government interference.

After the decree, Italian Olym-
pic Committee president Giovanni
Malago called IOC president Tho-
mas Bach and both expressed “sat-
isfaction” over the development.

The IOC had taken issue with
the Italian government’s forma-
tion of an organization, “Sport e

Salute,” that was created at the
start of 2019 to run the country’s
sports finances. The money was
previously controlled by an arm of
the country’s Olympic committee,
which is known as CONI.

“The cabinet has approved a de-
cree containing regulations that
provide autonomy for the Italian
Olympic Committee,” Sports Min-
ister Vincenzo Spadafora said.

“Considering the long and glori-
ous sporting and democratic his-
tory of our country it was improb-
able that Italy would be sanc-
tioned,” Spadafora added. “But to-
day’s decision removes every
doubt and resolves the issue of
CONT’s independence.”

The decree should give CONI
more control over its employees
and training centers.

Possible punishments from the
I0C could have included prevent-
ing Italian athletes in Tokyo from
wearing their national team uni-
forms and from hearing their na-
tional anthem being played.
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Fans take photos at Sloan Park, the spring training site of the Chicago Cubs, in Mesa, Ariz. The Cactus
League is asking Major League Baseball to delay the start of spring training due to coronavirus concerns.

Cactus League asks MLB to delay
spring training due to COVID-19

By JAKE STEINER
Associated Press

The Cactus League and Arizona
community leaders have asked
Major League Baseball to delay
the start of spring training due to
coronavirus concerns just over
three weeks before pitchers and
catchers are supposed to report.

The Cactus League made the re-
quest in a letter to Baseball Com-
missioner Rob Manfred obtained
by The Associated Press on Mon-
day. The letter was co-signed by
the mayors of Mesa, Scottsdale,
Surprise, Glendale, Goodyear and
Peoria, as well as representatives
from Phoenix and the Salt River
Pima-Maricopa Indian Communi-
ty.
MLB said in a statement that it
“will continue to consult with pub-
lic health authorities, medical ex-
perts, and the players’ association
whether any schedule modifica-
tions to the announced start of
spring training and the champion-
ship season should be made in
light of the current COVID-19 en-
vironment to ensure the safety of

the players, coaches, umpires,
MLB employees and other game
day personnel.”

Arizona is averaging just under
7,000 new coronavirus cases per
day, but the Cactus League cited
datainits letter from the Universi-
ty of Washington’s Institute of
Health Metrics and Evaluation
projecting asharp decline ininfec-
tions by mid-March, down to as
few as 3,072 daily. Spring camps
are set to open the week of Feb. 15,
with the regular season set to start
on April 1.

Despite the roiling case num-
bers, the NHL'’s Arizona Coyotes
are hosting 3,450 fans for home
games in Glendale, while the
NBA'’s Phoenix Suns are playing
without fans. High school sports
are also still operating. The Cactus
League hosts 15 MLB clubs.

In a sign that other teams are
moving forward with preseason
plans, the spring training home in
Jupiter, Fla., shared by the St.
Louis Cardinals and Miami Mar-
lins announced Monday it will be-
gin selling tickets for spring

games beginning Feb. 1. Roger
Dean Chevrolet Stadium said 2021
tickets will be sold in seating pods
of two, four or six spaced six feet
apart throughout the stadium.

Any changes to the major league
schedule are subject to agreement
with the players’ association per
terms of their collective bargain-
ing agreement. A person familiar
with talks between the sides said
MLB asked the union in Novem-
ber about moving back opening
day a month to create a safer play-
ing environment, possibly spurred
by the availability of vaccines.

The union asked if the postsea-
son could be moved back to make
up the 30 or so missed games, or if
the league would pay players for
the missed games if they weren’t
made up. The league declined,
saying it wouldn’t push the post-
season deep into November over
broadcast concerns and wouldn’t
pay players for missed games.

Talks stalled there, and no for-
mal proposals about altering
opening day have been ex-
changed.

Patriots fans still
rooting for Brady

By Jimmy GOLEN
Associated Press

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — As
soon as the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers won the NFC title game,
Brian Pope went shopping for a
Tom Brady jersey to wear when
he watches them play in the Super
Bowl.

One problem: Pope lives in Con-
necticut. And he isn’t really even a
Buccaneers fan — or at least he
wasn’t, until Brady left the New
England Patriots to make another
championship run with Tampa
Bay.

“Tll be watching, and I'll be
rooting for Brady,” Pope said as
he eyed a rack of the quarter-
back’s Patriots and Michigan Wol-
verines jerseys in the Gillette Sta-
dium pro shop on Monday after-
noon.

“I wish he hadn’t left, but so be
it,” Pope said. “I’'m still a Patriots
fan, but I’'m not upset that he’s
playing in the Super Bowl, by any
stretch.”

Brady won an NFL record six
Super Bowls with the Patriots, and
he also played in three others dur-
ing a 20-year career in New En-
gland that ended when he signed
with the Buccaneers as a free
agent in March.

e

Since then, the fans he left be-
hind have been following him
from afar. And now that he is get-
ting ready to play in his 10th Super
Bowl, many are rooting for him as
if he’d never left.

“He was here 20 years; he did a
great job; never got into trouble.
So why not pursue his dream,”
said Kathie McCarthy, who was at
Gillette Stadium to receive her
COVID-19 vaccination.

Boston has a long history of
watching its star athletes leave,
dating back at least as far as the
Red Sox’s sale of Babe Ruth to the
rival Yankees in 1919. Ruth went
on to win four World Series in New
York; the Yankees won 26 before
the Red Sox won it all again, snap-
ping an 86-year drought in 2004.

Just last summer, 2018 AL MVP
Mookie Betts was traded to the
Los Angeles Dodgers, following a
trail out of town blazed by Red Sox
stars like Ruth, Carlton Fisk and
Roger Clemens. The Dodgers
then won the World Series.

“This might be worse than Moo-
kie because (Brady) has been
there so long and won so many
championships,” Pope said. “I ob-
viously wasn’t here when Babe
Ruth left, but I'd say it’s got to
equal that.”

ELise AMENDOLA / AP

Brian Pope browses for Tom Brady jerseys in the pro shop at Gillette
Stadium on Monday in Foxborough, Mass.

Nationals

Associated Press

Left-handed reliever Brad
Hand finalized a $10.S million,
one-year contract with the Wash-
ington Nationals on Tuesday, giv-
ing the team more strength and
flexibility in the back end of its
bullpen.

The 30-year-old Hand led the
majors with 16 saves during the
pandemic-truncated 2020 season

sign Indians reliever

for the Cleveland Indians, compil-
ing a 2.05 ERA, .169 opponents'
batting average, 29 strikeouts and
four walks in 22 innings over 23
appearances.

In other baseball news:

B Free agent second baseman
César Herndndez has agreed to
return to the Cleveland Indians on
a 1-year contract, a person famil-
iar with the deal told The Associ-

ated Press on Tuesday.

The team and Hernandez have
an agreement, which includes a
club option for 2022 in place and it
will become official once medical
tests have been completed.

B The New York Yankees sent
struggling reliever Adam Ottavi-
no to Boston on Monday along
with minor league right-hander
Frank German for a player to be

named or cash.

Former Knicks forward
Wingo dies at age 73

Harthorne Wingo, a fan favorite
and reserve on the New York
Knicks’ 1973 NBA championship
team, has died. He was 73.

He died Jan. 20 in a New York
City hospital, the New York City

Hand to 1-year deal

Office of the Chief Medical Exam-
iner told The Associated Press.

Washington promotes

female assistant

Washington promoted Jennifer
King to assistant running backs
coach Tuesday, making her the
first Black female assistant posi-
tion coach in the NFL.
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Dogs will
screen fans
for virus at
Heat games

By Tim REYNOLDS
Associated Press

MIAMI — The Miami Heat are
bringing back some fans, with
help from some dogs.

The Heat will use coronavirus-
sniffing dogs at AmericanAirlines
Arena to screen fans who want to
attend their games. They’ve been
working on the plan for months,
and the highly trained dogs have
been in place for some games this
season where the team has al-
lowed a handful of guests — most-
ly friends and family of players
and staff.

Starting this week, a limited
number of ticket holders will be in
the seats as well, provided they get
past the dogs first.

“If you think about it, detection
dogs are not new,” said Matthew
Jafarian, the Heat’s executive
vice president for business strate-
gy. “You’ve seen them in airports,
they’ve been used in mission crit-
ical situations by the police and
the military. We’ve used them at
the arena for years to detect explo-
sives.”

The first Heat game with ticket
holders is set for Thursday against
the Los Angeles Clippers. Monday
was the first day that season ticket
holders were able to start securing
their seats.

The Heat have sold out 451 con-
secutive games, the sixth-longest
streak in NBA history. Sellouts ob-
viously aren’t happening this
year. The Heat will keep attend-
ance under 2,000 for now, or less
than 10% of the arena’s typical ca-
pacity.

“Please note that seating will be
very limited, as we will be observ-
ing proper physical distancing,”
the team said in its letter to season
ticket holders.

The coronavirus-sniffing dog
idea has been put into place at air-
ports in Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates, and Helsinki, Finland, in re-
cent months. At Heat games, fans
arriving for the game will be
brought to a screening area and
the detection dogs will walk past.
If the dog keeps going, the fan is
cleared,; if the dog sits, that’s a sign
it detects the virus and the fan will
be denied entry.

Other protocols the Heat will
use: A health screening question-
naire will be mandatory for all
guests, masks must be worn con-
tinually and only soda and water
will be sold. All transactions will
be cashless and if a fan feels ill
during a game, isolation rooms
will be available.

And if a fan is allergic to or
afraid of dogs, the Heat are offer-
ing an option to skip the dog
screening and submit to a rapid
antigen test instead.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 12 6 .667 -
Boston 10 6 .625 1
Brooklyn 11 8 .579 1
New York 8 10 .444 4
Toronto 7 10 412 4%

Southeast Division
w L Pct GB

Atlanta 8 8 .500 —
Orlando 8 10 .444 1
Charlotte 7 10 .412 1%
Miami 6 10 .375 2
Washington 3 9 .250 3
Central Division

w L Pct GB
Milwaukee 10 6 .625 —
Indiana 10 7 .588 V2
Cleveland 8 9471 2%
Chicago 7 10 .412 3%
Detroit 4 13 .235 62

Western Conference

Southwest Division

w L Pct GB
Memphis 7 6 .538 —
San Antonio 9 8.529 -
Dallas 8 9 471 1
Houston 6 9 .400 2
New Orleans 5 10 .333 3

Northwest Division

W L Pct GB
Utah 12 4 750 -
Denver 10 7 588 2%
Portland 9 7 .563 3
Oklahoma City 7 9 .438 5
Minnesota 4 12 .250 8

Pacific Division

w L Pct GB
L.A. Lakers 14 4 778 —
L.A. Clippers 13 4 .765 V2
Phoenix 8 7 533 4%
Golden State 9 8 529 4%
Sacramento 6 10 .375 7

Sunday’s games

Toronto 107, Indiana 102

L.A. Clippers 108, Oklahoma City 100
Boston 141, Cleveland 103

Charlotte 107, Orlando 104

San Antonio 121, Washington 101
Milwaukee 129, Atlanta 115
Portland 116, New York 113
Sacramento at Memphis, ppd

Monday’s games

Orlando 117, Charlotte 108
Detroit 119, Philadelphia 104
Indiana 129, Toronto 114
Brooklyn 98, Miami 85
L.A. Lakers 115, Cleveland 108
Denver 117, Dallas 113
Boston 119, Chicago 103
Oklahoma City 125, Portland 122
Golden State 130, Minnesota 108
Sacramento at Memphis, ppd
San Antonio at New Orleans, ppd
Tuesday’s games

L.A. Clippers at Atlanta

Washington at Houston

New York at Utah
Wednesday’s games

Detroit at Cleveland
Indiana at Charlotte
Sacramento at Orlando
Brooklyn at Atlanta
Denver at Miami

L.A. Lakers at Philadelphia
Milwaukee at Toronto
Chicago at Memphis, ppd
Boston at San Antonio
Dallas at Utah

Oklahoma City at Phoenix
Washington at New Orleans
Minnesota at Golden State

Thursday’s games

L.A. Clippers at Miami
L.A. Lakers at Detroit
Portland at Houston
Golden State at Phoenix

NBA leaders

Through Jan. 24

Scoring
G FG FT PTS AVG

Beal, WAS 11 134 85 380 345
Durant, BKN 13 136 96 406 31.2
Lillard, POR 15 130 115 433 289
Curry, GS 16 146 88 447 279
Embiid, PHI 14 123 125 388 27.7
Brown, BOS 15157 56 410 27.3
Anttoknmpo, MIL 15149 86 405 27.0

Abam HunGer / AP

Brooklyn Nets guard James Harden, left, passes the ball between Miami Heat forward Andre Iguodala (28)
and guard Kendrick Nunn during the Nets’ win Monday in New York.

Big three help Nets break
away late, overcome Heat

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Kevin Durant
wasn’t making shots. James Har-
den was barely taking them.

That sent the Brooklyn Nets into
a defensive struggle, and the
NBA'’s highest-scoring team han-
dled it well until their superstars
showed up.

Harden and Durant each scored
20 points despite three relatively
quiet quarters, and the Nets broke
away with a big run in the fourth to
beat the Miami Heat 98-85 on
Monday night.

Kyrie Irving added 16 points for
the Nets, who completed a sweep
of the Heat in two games that
couldn't have been more different.
Brooklyn won 128-124 on Satur-
day, then took the rematch despite
barely topping its lowest-scoring
game of the season.

“I think our defense held tight
the whole game,” Durant said.
“Once we were able to start mak-
ing some shots there in the fourth,
we were able to pull away. But our
defense won us this game for
sure.”

Pistons 119, 76ers 104: Delon
Wright scored a career-high 28
points and Wayne Ellington had
another impressive shooting night
for host Detroit, leading it past
Eastern Conference-leading Phi-
ladelphia.

Jerami Grant scored 2S points
for the Pistons (4-13), who still
have the NBA’s worst record but
took advantage of Joel Embiid’s

absence. The 76ers star was out
with back tightness.

Lakers 115, Cavaliers 108: Le-
Bron James scored 23 of his 46
points in the fourth quarter to
keep Los Angeles unbeaten on the
road.

Anthony Davis added 17 points
as the defending NBA champions
improved to10-0 away from home.
The win for the Lakers came on
the eve of the one-year anniver-
sary of Los Angeles legend Kobe
Bryant’s tragic death in a helicop-
ter crash.

Pacers 129, Raptors 114: Mal-
colm Brogdon scored a career-
high 36 points and Myles Turner
scored 11 of his 21 in the final 8%
minutes to help host Indiana pull
away from Toronto.

Brogdon also had nine assists
and seven rebounds. Jeremy
Lamb matched his season high
with 22 points as the Pacers
earned a split in the two-game set
against the Raptors. Indiana won
this one despite losing All-Star for-
ward Damontis Sabonis to a
bruised left knee in the first half.

Magic 117, Hornets 108: Niko-
la Vucevic scored 28 points and
rookie point guard Cole Anthony
added a career-high 21 points as
host Orlando topped Charlotte.

The Magic snapped a two-game
losing streak and bounced back
from squandering a double-digit
lead in the fourth quarter a night
earlier in a loss to the Hornets.

Nuggets 117, Mavericks 113:
Michael Porter Jr. tied his season

high with 30 points and Denver
overcame Jamal Murray’s ejec-
tion for a shot to the groin of Dallas
guard Tim Hardaway Jr. to win on
the road.

Porter was 6-for-10 from three-
point range, including a go-ahead
shot to start a decisive 7-0 run late
in the fourth quarter after the Ma-
vericks had rallied immediately
following the incident involving
Murray and Hardaway.

Celtics 119, Bulls 103: Jaylen
Brown scored 26 points, Jayson
Tatum added 24 after missing five
games because of COVID-19 pro-
tocols and Boston won at Chicago.

Tatum made three three-point-
ers and had five assists over 31
minutes in his first appearance
since Jan. 8.

Thunder 125, Trail Blazers
122: Shai Gilgeous-Alexander
scored 24 points, Mike Muscala
added 23, and Oklahoma City
snapped a three-game losing
streak with a win at Portland.

Damian Lillard, who had scored
30 or more points in his last three
games, had 26 points and 10 assists
for the Blazers. Anfernee Simons
had 26 points off the bench and
Enes Kanter added 13 points and
22 rebounds.

Warriors 130, Timberwolves
108: Stephen Curry scored 36
points with seven three-pointers,
Andrew Wiggins took it to his old
Timberwolves team with 23
points, and host Golden State beat
Minnesota.

Curry shot 11-for-21 overall.
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Associated Press

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. —
Sam Hauser hit seven of Virgin-
ia’s 14 three-pointers and the No. 8
Cavaliers cruised to an 81-58 vic-
tory against Syracuse on Monday
night.

Hauser hit five threes before
halftime as Virginia (11-2, 7-0 At-
lantic Coast Conference) took a 41-
26 lead into the locker room. He
finished with 21 points.

With Jay Huff adding a career-
high 21 points to go along with 12
rebounds and Trey Murphy III
making four threes on his way to
16 points, the Cavaliers finished
14-for-31 from deep. It was the
seventh consecutive victory for
the 2019 national champions.

Quincy Guerrier led the Orange
(9-5, 3-4) with 15 points, and Alan
Griffin had 13. Syracuse was S-
for-24 from three-point territory
and just 22-for-S9 overall (37.3%).

No. 11 West Virginia 88, No. 10
Texas Tech 87: Miles McBride
made a go-ahead jumper with 6
seconds left, helping the host
Mountaineers rally past the Red
Raiders.

McBride finished with a season-
high 24 points. Jalen Bridges and
reserve Sean McNeil each scored
13 points for West Virginia (11-4,
4-3 Big 12), which trailed by 12
with about seven minutes left.

Texas Tech (11-5, 4-4) wasted a
stellar performance by Mac
McClung, who scored a season-
high 30 points. Terrence Shannon

Jr. added 15 points and eight
boards.

Win: Coach says Eag

FROM PAGE 24

Despite their lack of signature
wins, Kelsey believes the Eagles
belong in the NCAA Tournament
discussion because of their chem-
istry, depth and resolve.

“We pass the eye test,” he said
with conviction. “We’re a tough,
tenacious, connected team that’s a
veteran team and has elite play-
ers, too.”

Winthrop’s lineup includes for-
mer Tennessee player D.J. Burns
Jr., who returned home to Rock
Hill, S.C., after a year with the
Vols. Senior guard Adonis Arms
played at Mesa Community Col-
lege and Northwest Nazarene be-
fore joining the Eagles and be-
coming their second-leading
scorer this season.

Things always start with Vau-
drin, college basketball’s active
leader with six career triple-dou-
bles, including two this year.

Vaundrin transferred from Di-
vision II Walsh College when
many in his circle told him he was

routs Syracuse

ANDREW SHURTLEFF, THE DALY PROGRESS / AP

Virginia guard Trey Murphy lll, left, dunks in front of Syracuse for-
ward Alan Griffin during Monday’s game in Charlottesville, Va.

McBride’s three-pointer with
1:36 left tied it at 84, but McClung
responded with his own three with
1:10 remaining.

Taz Sherman made a layup with

wasting his time trying to play in
the sport’s top level. Instead, the
senior from Uniontown, Ohio,
leads the Eagles in scoring, re-
bounding, assists and steals.

“I always bet on myself,” he
said.

Winthrop’s success this season
was forged a year ago after it cut
down the nets as the Big South
Tournament champion with a
ticket to the NCAAs in hand.

Then came the pandemic shut-
down and the Eagles were left dis-
appointed and with so many ques-
tions going forward.

Vaundrin came to Winthrop be-
cause of its past success at reac-
hing the NCAAs — the Eagles
have made 10 NCAA appearances
since 1999 — and was naturally
upset circumstances cost him an
opportunity on basketball’s gran-
dest stage.

Soon after, Vaudrin knew his
only response was using last year
as motivation. His teammates
were on the same page and
pledged to be ready no matter

S0 seconds to go and the Moun-
taineers got the ball back for one
last chance. McBride drove the
lane and made an off-balance shot
over two defenders.

es pass ‘eye test’

what the season would look like.

“We felt like there was a chance
(the virus) might’'ve overshad-
owed one of the best teams we’ve
ever had in Rock Hill,” athletic di-
rector Ken Halpin said. It hasn’t
“because of the resolve of the
team.”

Kelsey has helped shaped that,
too.

The 45-year-old from Cincinna-
ti has had several noteworthy mo-
ments in his basketball career. He
was a captain for Xavier. Kelsey
was a member of Skip Prosser’s
staff and was in the building years
later as a Wake Forest assistant
watching paramedics trying to re-
vive Prosser the day he died of a
heart attack in 2007.

The grief lingered so much that
Kelsey said it made him step away
as Xavier’s associate head coach
in 2011, undergoing therapy be-
fore rediscovering his passion for
coaching.

It’s passion Kelsey’s players
and Winthrop leaders say he still
carries with him today.

East Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Washington 6 3 0 3 9 22 21
Pittsburgh 6 4 2 0 8 21 23
New Jersey 5 3 1 1 7 11 11
Boston 5 31 1 7 15 10
Philadelphia 6 3 2 1 7 20 22
N.Y. Islanders 5 3 2 0 6 9 8
Buffalo 6 2 3 1 5 18 19
N.Y.Rangers 5 1 3 1 3 13 15
Central Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 4 3 1 0 6 15 10
Columbus 6 2 2 2 6 15 18
Chicago 6 2 3 1 5 19 23
Dallas 2 20 0 410 2
Florida 2 20 0 4 10 6
Carolina 321 0 4 9 6
Nashville 5 2 3 0 4 12 17
Detroit 6 2 4 0 4 12 20
West Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 6 5 1 0 10 19 12
Minnesota 6 4 2 0 8 18 15
St. Louis 6 3 2 1 7 17 23
Colorado 6 3 3 0 6 18 15
LosAngeles 6 2 2 2 6 20 20
Anaheim 6 2 2 2 6 11 14
San Jose 6 3 3 0 6 19 21
Arizona 6 2 3 1 5 17 19
North Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Montreal 6 4 0 2 10 29 18
Toronto 7 5 2 0 10 22 19
Winnipeg 6 4 2 0 8 22 17
Edmonton 73 4 0 6 19 23
Vancouver 8 35 0 6 27 34
Calgary 4 2 1 1 5 13 9
Ottawa 6 1 4 1 3 15 27

Sunday’s games

Chicago 6, Detroit 2

Buffalo 4, Washington 3, SO
Vegas 1, Arizona 0

Toronto 3, Calgary 2

New Jersey 2, N.Y. Islanders 0
Anaheim 3, Colorado 1

San Jose 5, Minnesota 3
Edmonton 4, Winnipeg 3
Pittsburgh 3, N.Y. Rangers 2
Dallas 3, Nashville 2

Los Angeles 6, St. Louis 3

Monday’s game
Vancouver 7, Ottawa 1
Tuesday’s games

Florida at Columbus

N.Y. Islanders at Washington
N.Y. Rangers at Buffalo
Philadelphia at New Jersey
Pittsburgh at Boston
Chicago at Nashville
Edmonton at Winnipeg

Los Angeles at Minnesota
Detroit at Dallas

Anaheim at Arizona

San Jose at Colorado

St. Louis at Vegas

Toronto at Calgary

Wednesday’s games

Chicago at Nashville
Ottawa at Vancouver

Thursday’s games

Calgary at Montreal
Florida at Columbus

N.Y. Islanders at Washington
N.Y. Rangers at Buffalo
Philadelphia at New Jersey
Pittsburgh at Boston
Tampa Bay at Carolina

Los Angeles at Minnesota
Detroit at Dallas

Anaheim at Arizona

San Jose at Colorado

St. Louis at Vegas

Ottawa at Vancouver
Toronto at Edmonton

JoNATHAN HAYWARD, CANADIAN PRESS / AP

Canucks center Zack MacEwen,
top, fights Senators left wing
Austin Watson on Monday.

Canucks
hammer
Senators

Associated Press

VANCOUVER, British Colum-
bia — Brandon Sutter recorded a
hat trick and the Vancouver Ca-
nucks routed the Ottawa Sen-
ators 7-1 on Monday night.

It was a much-needed victory
for Vancouver, which had not
won in regulation since its season
opener on Jan. 13.

In an arena devoid of fans, Sut-
ter had only his teammates to cel-
ebrate his three-goal night with,
but the lack of noise didn’t dull
the moment.

“It feels pretty good. You never
know when you’re going to get
one, if you’re going to get one,”
he said.“It only took me 13
years.”

The 3l-year-old Sutter has
played in 735 NHL games and is
known more for Killing penalties
than scoring highlight-reel goals.
Over 12 NHL seasons, he’s
amassed 278 points (144 goals,
134 assists).

“Any time someone scores a
hat trick, it’s always a good feel-
ing as a coach for the player,”
Canucks coach Travis Green
said. “But obviously in this sce-
nario, a guy that doesn’t get a lot
of recognition for offense, you
feel good for Sutts.”

Tanner Pearson had a goal and
an assist, and Tyler Motte, Quinn
Hughes and OIlli Juolevi also
scored for Vancouver. Bo Horvat
notched two assists.

“I just like that we stuck with
our game. We didn’t waver.
Sometimes if you get up 3-1, 4-1,
sometimes you can kind of take
your foot off the gas,” Green said.
“We just needed to get a win,
whether it was 2-1, 1-0, 3-2. And
more importantly, just play a real
solid game for 60 minutes and I
thought we accomplished that.”

The Sentators’ only goal came
midway through the second peri-
od when Austin Watson scored
off assists from Thomas Chabot
and Mike Reilly.

Thatcher Demko had 34 saves
and collected his first win of the
season for the Canucks.

“I thought our team defense
was great tonight,” he said.
“When you’re forechecking well
and you’re reloading hard and
guys are getting back through the
middle, those are the things that
kind of add up and deter the oth-
er team from creating those scor-
ing chances.”

Ottawa goalie Matt Murray
stopped 28 of 35 shots.

Senators coach D.J. Smith was
less than impressed with his
group’s performance.

Ottawa failed to capitalize on
any of its five power plays, and
recorded nine giveaways.
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Still fan club members

Patriots supporters continue
to pull for Brady » NFL, Page 21

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

NeLL Repmonp / AP

Winthrop players Chandler Vaudrin (52), Charles Falden (11), Kyle Zunic (22) and D.J. Burns (30) join teammates in celebrating their Big South championship on March 8.

Putting the ‘win’ in Winthrop

Eagles unnoticed despite being 15-0

By PETE IACOBELLI
Associated Press
inthrop guard Chandler Vaudrin can’t
understand how the undefeated and
unranked Eagles don’t seem to be on
anyone’s national radar.

“Dang, they should be noticing,” said Vaudrin, the
Eagles’ do-it-all point guard. “We’re 15-0.”

But the 6-foot-7 guard knows the remedy, however
— just keep winning.

The Eagles have won more games than No. 1 Gon-
zaga and No. 2 Baylor, both 14-0. They’ve won a best-
in-the-nation 20 straight games in Division I men’s
basketball dating back to their Big South Conference
Tournament title and NCAA Tournament berth last

season. Yet, Winthrop remains on the outside of the
rankings and much of college basketball’s conscious-
ness in this pandemic-affected season.

The virus limited Winthrop’s nonconference
schedule and any attention grabbing Power Five
matchups quickly disappeared.

“We can only play who we can play,” Winthrop
coach Pat Kelsey said. “We tried to schedule every
Power Five under the sun. It’s hard to do and the ones
we did got canceled.”

The Eagles completed a back-to-back sweep of Big
South rival Presbyterian this week and don’t play
again until they host UNC Asheville on Jan. 28-29.

SEE WIN ON PAGE 23

GERRY BROOME / AP

Winthrop head coach Pat Kelsey has guided the unranked Eagles to a
15-0 start The Eagles have won 20 consecutive games.

Nets overcome close start to douse Heat. ....... [NWWHIILITIN]



