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Space Force Spc. 3 Michelle Skeets pulls security during a routine training exercise at Schriever Space Force Base, Colo., on April 8.

Taking war to new heights

US officials debating rules

By CHRISTIAN DAVENPORT
The Washington Post

Ukraine’s use of commercial satellites to
help repel the Russian invasion has bolstered
the U.S. Space Force’s interest in exploiting the
capabilities of the private sector to develop
new technologies for fighting a war in space.

But the possible reliance on private compa-
nies, and the revolution in technology that has
made satellites smaller and more powerful, is
forcing the Defense Department to wrestle
with difficult questions about what to do if
those privately owned satellites are targeted
by an adversary.

White House and Pentagon officials have
been trying to determine what the policy

CHARLES Rivezzo/U.S. Air Force

Air Force Lt. Col. Mike Johnson builds a
satellite signal during a CRIMSON SKIES drill
at Schriever Space Force Base on Oct. 31.

should be since a top Russian official said in
October that Russia could target the growing
fleet of commerecial satellites if they are used to
help Ukraine.

Konstantin Vorontsov, deputy director of the
Russian Foreign Ministry’s department for
nonproliferation and arms, called the growth
of privately operated satellites “an extremely
dangerous trend that goes beyond the harm-
less use of outer-space technologies and has
become apparent during the latest develop-
ments in Ukraine.”

He warned that “quasi-civilian infrastruc-
ture may become a legitimate target for reta-

if satellite conflict in space should arise

SEE WAR ON PAGE 5

Rockets fired
at compound
in Syria after
US airstrikes

By Douc G. WARE
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Rocket fire
that targeted U.S. and coalition
forces in Syria on Friday was the
latestin a series of retaliations that
included U.S. airstrikes a day ear-
lier on Iran-linked sites and a
drone attack that killed an Amer-
ican contractor and wounded oth-
er U.S. personnel, defense offi-
cials said.

The strike on Friday included 10
rockets that were aimed at Mis-
sion Support Site Green Village, a
compound in northeastern Syria
that houses U.S. and allied forces.
The attack was a response to two
U.S. airstrikes on other facilities in
Syria used by forces linked to
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps, according to de-
fense officials.

“The attack resulted in no inju-
ries to U.S. or coalition personnel
and no damage to equipment or fa-
cilities,” Air Force Brig. Gen. Pat
Ryder, the Pentagon’s top spokes-
person, told reporters Friday.
“Our focus in Syria is on the ‘de-
feat ISIS mission’ and that will re-
main our focus.”

U.S. Central Command said one
of the rockets missed its target and
hit a civilian house nearby, slight-
ly injuring two women and two
children there.

“This kind of indiscriminate
rocket attack places not only our
forces and coalition forces at risk,
but also jeopardizes the local civil-
ian population as well as the se-
curity and stability of Syria and
the entire region,” Army Col. Joe
Buccino, a CENTCOM spokes-
man, said in a statement Friday.
“As President [Joe] Biden has
made clear, we will take all neces-
sary measures to defend our peo-
ple and will always respond at a
time and place of our choosing.”

SEE SYRIA ON PAGE 6
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Biden’s FAA pick withdraws amid shaky support

Associated Press

WILMINGTON, Del. — Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s choice to run the
Federal Aviation Administration
has withdrawn his nomination, a
setback for the administration that
comes after Denver International
Airport CEO Phillip Washington
appeared to lack enough support
in the closely divided Senate.

Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg confirmed Washington’s
withdrawal in a tweet Saturday
night, calling him “an excellent
nominee” and blaming unde-

MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

served and partisan attacks.

Republicans were united in op-
position to Washington, calling
himunqualified because of limited
aviation experience. Democrats
and allied independents still might
have pushed the nomination
through, but key senators on their
side balked at supporting Biden’s
pick.

Washington’s fate appeared set-
tled when Senate Commerce Com-
mittee Chair Maria Cantwell, D-
Wash., abruptly called off a sched-
uled vote last Wednesday —a sign

she lacked enough votes to move
the nomination out of committee.
She said some senators wanted
more information about Washing-
ton.

Sen. Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona,
who was a Democrat until switch-
ing to independent in December,
and moderate Democrat Jon Test-
er of Montana declined to say how
they would have voted. A person
familiar with the matter told The
Associated Press that Sinema was
holding up the nomination and had
indicated her opposition.

Military rates
Euro costs (March 27) $1.05
Dollar buys (March 27) 0.9061
British pound (March 27) $1.19
Japanese yen (March 27) 128.00
South Korean won (March 27) 1,258.00
C cial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) 3771
Britain (Pound) 1.2227
Canada (Dollar) 1.3741
China (Yuan) 6.8681
Denmark (Krone) 6.9254
Egypt (Pound) 30.9004
Euro 9293
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.8497
Hungary (Forint) 357.85
Israel (Shekel) 3.5939
Japan (Yen) 130.74
Kuwait (Dinar) .3062
Norway (Krone) 10.4891
Philippines (Peso) 54.27
Poland (Zloty) 4.36
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7565
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3320
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South Korea (Won) 1,296.18
Switzerland (Franc) 9197
Thailand (Baht) 34.21
Turkey (New Lira) 19.0645

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
ratesareinterbankrates provided forreference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 8.00
Interest Rates Discount rate 5.50
Federal funds market rate 4.58
3-month bill 4.70
30-year bond 3.64
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German soccer
team hangs out,
tours Ramstein

By MATT WAGNER
Stars and Stripes

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger-
many — Manson Strowbridge got
his first dose of die-hard soccer
fandom in this area as a U.S. sol-
dier in the late 1990s, when 1. FC
Kaiserslautern became the first
team in German history to win the
federal league title a year after be-
ing promoted.

With his second stint in the area
winding down, this time in a civil-
ian capacity, the 24-year Army
veteran didn’t want to miss the
chance to meet the team.

“It’s an opportunity by chance,”
Strowbridge said. “I just hap-
pened to hear over AFN that they
were going to be at the community
club. [I was] riding down the auto-
bahn, heading to work, thinking ...
‘Oh, I got to be there.””

Strowbridge was among hun-
dreds of people on hand as the Red
Devils signed autographs, posed
for photos and talked with the mil-
itary community, followed by
what team officials said was the
club’s first ever tour of Ramstein
Air Base.

Terrence Boyd, who has ap-
peared in 14 matches for the Unit-
ed States at the international level,
was among the most popular
players.

Boyd was born to a U.S. service
member and a German mother in
Bremen. He lived briefly in New
York as an infant before moving
back to Germany with his mother.

The striker joined FCK in Janu-

ary 2022 after moving on from
Halle, and he helped the team
earn promotion to the Bundesli-
ga’s second division.

Boyd said he’s noticed an in-
crease in American turnout dur-
ing his short time with the team.

“I think it even could improve a
lot more,” Boyd said. “Stints like
today are a great way to improve
the relationship in terms of gener-
ating more fans, getting more peo-
ple hooked on the FCK atmo-
sphere.”

FCK is a founding member and
four-time champion of the Bun-
desliga. While relegation to the
third division and the COVID-19
pandemic resulted in an atten-
dance drop, fans since have re-
turned in droves. In 12 second di-
vision home matches this season,
an average of 38,778 people have
packed Fritz Walter Stadium.

George Brown, president of the
American 1. FC Kaiserslautern
fan club, sees the relationship as a
two-way street and says the club
has made strides in the past few
years.

FCK now has an English web-
site, and concessions stands allow
credit card and phone purchases
instead of requiring a special card,
Brown said.

Brown then pointed to the
players on the flight line checking
out C-130 and C-17 cargo planes.

“This is them reaching out to the
fans, but we’re reaching out to
them as well,” Brown said.

The FCK players also went to

PHotos BY MATT WAGNER/Stars and Stripes

1. FC Kaiserslautern striker Terrence Boyd reaches to sign a ball from Brent, back, and Dex Habley on
Thursday at the community center on Ramstein Air Base, Germany.

Airman Emma Gantner, right, looks over at 1. FC Kaiserslautern
midfielder Aaron Basenach toward the end of a flexed-arm hang
challenge at Northside Gym.

Northside Gym, where a couple of
them competed against airmen in
a fitness challenge of 1-minute
pushups, a flexed-arm hang and 1-
minute chinups.

The Red Devils ended the day at
Ramstein High School, where
they played with members of the
boys and girls soccer teams. A trio,
including Boyd, donned pads and
switched balls with members of

the high school football team.

Boyd showed off his skill by
nailing a 40-yard field goal that
would have been good from at
least SO yards.

The experience left a big im-
pression on the high school ath-
letes on the field.

“It was really good to see them
play because even if they didn’t
really tell us ‘play smooth’ or any-

Joshua Weissert, right, poses for
a photo with 1. FC Kaiserslautern
defender Erik Durm at the
community center.

thing like that, we get to see the
differences,” Ramstein soccer
player Maxim Speed said. “I
would consider myself a really
good player, but seeing them play
is really cool because I get to im-
itate that and get better by doing
that.”

wagner.mathew@stripes.com
Twitter:@MWagsStripes

Air Force doctor sentenced for sexual assault of 20-year-old

By JENNIFER H. SvaN
Stars and Stripes

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger-
many — An Air Force doctor found
guilty of sexually assaulting the
daughter of a colleague and sever-
al separate crimes was sentenced
Friday at a court-martial to 40
months in prison.

Ajury of field grade officers also
found Lt. Col. William “Marty”
Hilton, a urologist with the 48th
Surgical Operations Squadron at
RAF Lakenheath, guilty of con-
duct unbecoming an officer for his
actions during the assault, which
occurred at his off-base home in
England in August 2021.

Hilton was 53 at the time and the
victim was 20. She was dog-sitting
and ended up staying over after
Hilton and his wife returned late
from a night out drinking in Lon-

don. The assault occurred in the
morning on the living room couch
in the couple’s home.

The jury also acquitted Hilton of
two counts of assaulting a family
member under the age of 16, as-
sault of an Air Force spouse, five
counts of abusive sexual contact,
one instance of unlawful entry and
of procuring prostitution.

At the outset of the nearly two-
week trial, Hilton pleaded guilty to
being drunk on duty, a separate
count of unlawful entry and parts
of three counts of conduct unbe-
coming an officer.

Col. Sterling Pendleton, the
chief circuit military judge for Eu-
rope, gave Hilton credit for a little
more than 1S months served in
pre-trial confinement at RAF La-
kenheath.

Hilton faced up to 35 years in

prison for the convictions. The
government asked for seven years
confinement while Hilton’s de-
fense team said 11 to 14 months was
warranted.

Pendleton also gave Hilton a
reprimand and dismissed him
from the service.

Hilton will lose his military pen-
sion. Before commissioning into
the Air Force in 2002, he joined the
Army out of high school as a caval-
ry scout and later attended West
Point.

He was the chief of urology at
Landstuhl Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Germany, the Defense De-
partment’s largest overseas hospi-
tal, before his posting to Laken-
heath.

Hilton will have to register as a
sex offender and is expected to
lose his medical credentialing.

The trial was held at Ramstein to
broaden the pool of officers for ju-
ry selection, Lakenheath legal offi-
cials said.

Four different women, two of
whom were Hilton’s subordinates,
testified that he touched them in-
appropriately in social settings. He
was accused of cupping the sexual
assault victim’s buttocks on a prior
occasion, and doing the same to the
victim’s mother three separate
times, while giving them hugs.

One of the central questions
posed during the trial was whether
Hilton was an overly friendly offi-
cer with a habit of drinking too
much alcohol at parties and acting
improperly, or whether his behav-
ior was criminal.

The doctor was described by
some “as aggressively friendly,
not really good with boundaries,”

but not dangerous, said defense at-
torney Sean Mangan, a retired Ar-
my lieutenant colonel.

Lawyers for the government ar-
gued that Hilton repeatedly disre-
garded boundaries “to satisfy his
own sexual desires.”

“He abused, harassed and as-
saulted those around him,” Air
Force prosecutor Maj. Matthew
Maurer said. “He abused his posi-
tion of trust and authority.”

Hilton told the court during sen-
tencing that he was an alcoholic
and said he planned to attend Alco-
holics Anonymous meetings.

“I am sorry to everyone that I
have impacted over the last three
years,” Hilton said. “I’'m glad the
victims could be heard.”

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @stripesktown
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US: China reaching out to
Africa with ‘shady deals’

By Douc G. WARE
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — China draw-
ing other countries into “shady”
new partnerships and the rise of
terrorist groups are two of the top
U.S. security concerns emerging
inthe Middle East and Africa, mil-
itary commanders told lawmak-
ers on Thursday.

Army Gen. Erik Kurilla, who
leads U.S. Central Command, and
Marine Corps Gen. Michael Lan-
gley, who leads U.S. Africa Com-
mand, presented their concerns to
members of the House Armed
Services Committee during a
hearing on Capitol Hill about na-
tional security.

The generals, along with Celes-
te Wallander, assistant secretary
of defense for international secur-
ity affairs, said there’s no doubt
China is seeking to expand its in-
fluence in both regions.

“The People’s Republic of Chi-
na aggressively expands its infor-
mational, military and economic
instruments of national power
across the region, and now Beijing
seeks to establish its diplomatic
influence,” Kurilla said, noting
China gets half its imported crude
oil from the Middle East. “We are
now seeing, really, for the first
time [China’s] diplomatic instru-
ment of national power” in the re-
gion.

U.S.-Chinese relations have
been souring for years and took
another hit last month when Beij-
ing floated a high-altitude surveil-
lance balloon across the United
States before it was shot down
over the Atlantic Ocean by a U.S.
fighter jet. Federal agents are still
going through wreckage looking
for clues to explain its purpose.

Langley told lawmakers that

China is becoming more influen-
tial in Africa and is preying on se-
curity-vulnerable countries with
“illicit activities” and “shady
deals.”

“There are some ill intentions,”
he said. “Some of the [Chinese in-
vestments], on the face of it, may
serve their purposes. But in the
end, through the financing realm,
it can have some ill effects on
[African] society.”

“Our partners have real secur-
ity needs,” Kurilla added. “And
what China is doing is very quick-
ly filling that.”

Wallander said she’s concerned
about the budding relationship
between Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Russian President
Vladimir Putin, who met for three
days in Moscow this week to
strengthen their cooperation. The
ripple effects of their relationship
will surely affect the Mideast and
Africa, she said.

“That’s the real challenge we
have going forward,” Wallander
said. “That they share an interest
in undermining global security
and the rules-based international
order, and use one another to ad-
vance their national goals.”

“Everything China does is for
its own self-interest, and they
view partners in the region
through a lens of ‘customer’ or
‘client,” Kurilla added.

The group repeatedly stressed
a similar level of concern for the
emergence of militant and terro-
rist factions in places such as Af-
ghanistan, Somalia and Syria, as
well as Iran’s interest in nuclear
weapons and destabilizing West-
ern-aligned nations such as Israel.

Kurilla said American forces in
the Middle East have come under
attack 78 times since January

2021 by Iranian drones and rock-
ets fired by Iran proxies.

“The Iran of today is exponen-
tially more militarily capable than
it was even five years ago,” he
said. “It has the largest and most
diverse missile arsenal in the
Middle East, and the largest and
most capable [drone] force.”

Iran has resumed steps toward
nuclear weapons since former
President Donald Trump aban-
doned the 2015 agreement that
thawed financial sanctions
against Tehran in exchange for
the country abandoning its nucle-
ar weapons program. The pact in-
cluded U.N. inspections to con-
firm Iran was holding up its end of
the bargain.

President Joe Biden has said
he’ll put the U.S. back in the deal,
known formally as the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action, but
talks to do so have largely stalled.

In recent months, the govern-
ment in Tehran has drawn wide-
spread criticism and spurred
mass protests over the death of
Mahsa Amini last year by Iran’s
“morality police” for not wearing
a required hijab. But while many
Iranians are pushing back against
the government, Kurilla said he
doesn’t feel it will lead to regime
change.

“The regime can deal with the
domestic situation,” he said. “Itis
my assessment right now that
even though the protests have put
stress on the regime, it does not
put the regime at risk.”

Some Republicans on the com-
mittee voiced concern about the
return of Taliban control in Af-
ghanistan. Kurilla said while the
Taliban is running the govern-
ment, he doubts its ability to
mount large-scale attacks — part-

JoHN WRIGHT/U.S. Army

Army Gen. Michael Kurilla and Marine Corps Gen. Michael Langley
provide testimony March 16, at a Senate Armed Services Committee
hearing at the Dirksen Senate Office Building in Washington.

ly because it’s involved in a fight
with its rival Islamic State-Khora-
san, or ISIS-K. It was two coordi-
nated ISIS-K attacks that killed 13
U.S. troops during the American
evacuation of Afghanistan in Au-
gust 2021.

During a Senate hearing last
week, Kurilla estimated ISIS-K
could be poised to launch attacks
against U.S. and Western inter-
ests in the Middle East in six
months. On Thursday, he told
House lawmakers that the terro-
rist group is stronger than it was a
year ago.

The defense officials also point-
ed to possible threats in both re-
gions from the Wagner Group, a
private Russian paramilitary
force that’s gained notoriety for
attacking troops and civilians in
UKraine.

“Wagner has ill intentions.

They are destabilizing activity.
They have a history of it [in Afri-
cal,” Langley said, adding the
group has been active in Libya
and participated in a recent coup
in Mali. “I am concerned about
that.”

“It’s all about power for profit,”
he added, noting the Russian
group is exploiting valuable min-
erals, gold and diamonds in Africa
to finance operations elsewhere.

“Wagner brings not security
and stability for [African] coun-
tries, but in fact [it is] an entry
point for economic exploitation,
for instability, extraordinary and
horrifying assaults on civilians,”
Wallander said. “Because what
Wagner offers is regime security,
not national security to these
countries.”

ware.doug@stripes.com

US tests THAAD remote control during S. Korea drill

By Davip Caol
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea— U.S. troops in South Ko-
rea remotely fired their top-shelf
missile-defense system for the
first time during a large-scale
military exercise, according to
U.S. Forces Korea.

U.S. troops in “deployment
training” employed the remote
launcher for the Terminal High
Altitude Area Defense, or
THAAD, anti-missile system, the
command said in a news release
Friday.

“In the face of [North Korea’s]
advanced missile threats, the
training of our THAAD forces
enhanced the units’ combat rea-
diness, combined defense pos-

ture within the alliance, demon-
strates the ironclad commitment
to support and defend [South Ko-
rea] and further strengthens the
security and stability on the Ko-
rean Peninsula,” the release
said.

The THAAD remote kit allows
the missile interceptor more sit-
ing options and increases the ar-
ea it can defend, according to a
Lockheed Martin news release
from 2019.

USFK did not respond to re-
peated requests for comment
about whether THAAD intercep-
tors were actually launched dur-
ing the drill, and the dates and lo-
cation of the training.

The THAAD drill happened in
conjunction with the Freedom

Shield exercise by U.S. and
South Korean forces, according
to the release. The 11-day exer-
cise that ended Thursday fo-
cused on simulations and includ-
ed personnel from U.N. Com-
mand and the Combined Forces
Command.

U.S. and South Korean troops
have been conducting their lar-
gest exercises in years across the
country this month.

Around 1,200 soldiers from the
U.S. 2nd Infantry Division and
South Korean army on Thursday
wrapped up live-fire training in
Pocheon, just 16 miles from the
Demilitarized Zone. Meanwhile,
5,500 U.S. sailors and Marines
from the Makin Island Amphib-
ious Ready Group arrived in Bu-

san on Wednesday ahead of a
separate naval exercise sched-
uled for later this month.

The $800 million THAAD sys-
tem produced by Lockheed Mar-
tin was deployed to a South Ko-
rean base in Seongju, about 130
miles south of Seoul, to focus
“solely on North Korean nuclear
and missile threats,” the Defense
Department said in June 2016.

Since then, the THAAD sys-
tem has undergone several up-
grades for “better performance”
and for “improving interopera-
bility” between it and the Patriot
missile-defense system, South
Korea’s Ministry of National De-
fense said in October.

Interoperability is a term used
by the military to illustrate the

ability of one nation’s military to
use another’s training methods
and equipment.

North Korea’s state-run web-
site, UriminzokKkiri, in a blog post
March 17 described the recent
joint drills as a rehearsal for an
“occupation of Pyongyang” that
would prompt a “preliminary
nuclear war.”

The communist regime has
fired nine ballistic missiles so far
this year, including one that flew
toward the East Sea, or Sea of Ja-
pan, hours before South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol met
with Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida in Tokyo.

choi.david@stripes.com
Twitter: @choibboy
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Austin, Milley see security risks if funding drops

BY SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON—The military’s
top leaders warned lawmakers
Thursday that Republican calls to
shrink defense spending to 20221ev-
els would force major program cut-
backs that would jeopardize nation-
al security.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
and Army Gen. Mark Milley, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, out-
lined the potential fallout of the
funding cuts to a defense subpanel
of the House Appropriations Com-
mittee as the Pentagon began justi-
fying its $842 billion budget request
for fiscal 2024 on Capitol Hill.

“Everything that has been
achieved over the last three, four,
five, six, seven years — all of that
would start going in the opposite di-
rection,” Milley said. “I think it
would be very significant and the
risk would increase with China. It
would be the wrong signal to send.”

Milley’s prediction came at the
prompting of Democrats on the sub-
panel, who expressed alarm over a
reported deal brokered by Republi-
cans to bring government spending
down to fiscal 2022 levels during a
contentious vote for the House spea-

ALEXANDER KuBiTza/Department of Defense

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, right, and Army Gen. Mark Milley,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, testify Thursday before a House
Appropriations Committee subpanel on Capitol Hill.

kership in January. It is unclear if
defense funding will be part of Re-
publican negotiations over the total
budget for fiscal 2024, which begins
Oct. 1, but appropriators said they
feared any possible impact on the
military.

“I'm deeply concerned about ef-
forts to reduce our defense top line
to previous years’ level, especially
as China increases its own military
spending each year,” said Rep.
Dutch Ruppersberger, D-Md. “If

we don’t prioritize investing in our
national security today, I fear we
risk amuch costlier fight with China
down the road, whenever that may
be.”

If budget cuts were approved,
Milley said training and work with
allies would have to be curtailed in
the Indo-Pacific region, where the
Defense Department is investing
heavily in efforts to counter China’s
rising power and prevent a Chinese
takeoverof Taiwan. The Pentagonis

asking tospend $9.1 billion on an ini-
tiative to build up defenses in Ha-
waii and Guam and strengthen part-
nerships in the region — a 40% in-
crease from last year.

“You're going to force us to re-
duce our up tempo, force us to do
less Taiwan Strait transitions, less
freedom of navigation, less patroll-
ing of the air, less [intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnaissance], ev-
erything will be less,” Milley said.
“The probable result will be an ac-
celeration of what could be some
sort of aggressive moves in the fu-
ture by China or other countries.”

The military now has about
120,000 troops deployed overseas,
and the Army and Marine Corps
alone conducted 24,000 live-fire ex-
ercises last year, providing a great
deterrent against enemy actions, he
said. The U.S. notably signed an
agreement with the Philippines last
month that will double the number
of sites that the two militaries can
work on together, Austin said.

Milley cautioned that Congress’
yearslong inability to pass budgets
on time will compound the conse-
quences of funding cuts and cause
harm on their own, affecting artil-
lery production, shipbuilding and

the F-35 fighter jet development
program.

“We know if the budget is not
passed on time, you can’t do multi-
year contracts, you can’t lock in for
industry the amount of ammunition
and platforms you need,” he said.

Funding reductions in other gov-
ernment departments would also
have a negative impact on defense,
Austin said. Cutting the State De-
partment’s budget, for example,
could save money on diplomatic ef-
forts but eventually lead to larger
spending on defense, he said.

“The solution to every problem is
not necessarily a military solution,”
Austin said. “We need to work to-
gether to provide access to other
agencies so they can reach the plac-
es they need to reach and do the
things they need to do. It is typically
a whole of government effort, and I
think we need to remain mindful of
that.”

Austin also pushed back against
suggestions by some Republicansto
place the burden of defense cuts on
the Defense Department’s civilian
employees.

shkolnikova.svetlana@stripes.com
Twitter: @svetashko

War: General envisions propellant depots, tugs, junkyards in space

FROM PAGE 1
liation.”

In response, White House press
secretary Karine Jean-Pierre reit-
erated earlier comments from her
counterpart at the Pentagon that
“any attack on U.S. infrastructure
will be met with a response, as
you’ve heard from my colleague,
in a time and manner of our choos-
ing.”

But what that response will be is
unknown, as officials from a num-
ber of agencies try to lay out a pol-
icy framework on how to react if a
commercial company is targeted.

In a recent interview, Gen. Da-
vid Thompson, the Space Force’s
vice chief of operations, said that
while expanding the partnership
with the commercial space indus-
try is one of his top priorities, it has
also led to a host of unanswered
questions.

“The Ukraine conflict has
brought it to the forefront,” he
said. “First, commercial compa-
nies are thinking very clearly and
carefully about, can we be in-
volved? Should we be involved?
What are the implications of being
involved? ... And on our side, it’s
exactly the same thing. Should we
depend on commercial services?
Where can we depend on com-
mercial services?”

The Pentagon has long relied on
the private sector, he said. But the
proliferation of small satellites
has created a more resilient sys-
tem that has provided real-time
imagery of the Ukraine battlefield

from space, allowing nations to
track troop movements, assess
damage and share intelligence.
Communication systems, such as
SpaceX’s Starlink constellation,
has kept the internet up and run-
ning at a time when Ukraine’s in-
frastructure has been decimated.

The discussions come as the
Pentagon is investing in more sys-
tems that were originally devel-
oped for civilian use but also have
military applications. In the Na-
tional Defense Strategy released
late last year, the Pentagon vowed
to “increase collaboration with the
private sector in priority areas, es-
pecially with the commercial
space industry, leveraging its
technological advancements and
entrepreneurial spirit to enable
new capabilities.”

Several companies are develop-
ing small rockets that would
launch inexpensively, and with lit-
tle notice. SpaceX, meanwhile,
has launched its Falcon 9 rocket at
a record cadence, firing it off 61
times last year. The company is on
track for even more launches this
year.

“We think in a few years we’ll be
in the 200, 300, 400 range,” Space
Force Maj. Gen. Stephen Purdy
Jr. said during a conference this
month, referring to total space
launches. “There’s a massive in-
crease in commercial launch.”

He said the Space Force would
like to get to the point where
“we’re constantly launching, and
there’s a schedule. There’s a

launch in two hours, and there’s
launch in 20 hours. Your satellite
is not ready? OK, get on the next
one.”

For its next round of national se-
curity launch contracts, the Space
Force has proposed an approach
specifically designed to help small
launch companies compete.

One track of contracts will be
reserved for the most capable
rockets — those able to hoist
heavy payloads to every orbit the
Pentagon wants to plant a satellite.
Stalwarts such as SpaceX and the
United Launch Alliance, the joint
venture of Lockheed Martin and
Boeing, would probably compete
for those.

Blue Origin, the venture owned
by Jeff Bezos, could also potential-
ly bid its New Glenn rocket,
though it has yet to fly.

But the Space Force has pro-
posed offering a second track for
smaller rockets, allowing startups
to enter one of the most reputable
and lucrative space marketplaces
that could be worth billions of dol-
lars over several years.

Those companies include Rock-
et Lab, which has recently chris-
tened its launch site on the East-
ern Shore of Virginia, adding to its
facility in New Zealand, and Rela-
tivity, which launched the world’s
first 3D printed rocket on
Wednesday (The second stage
failed three minutes after liftoff,
and the mission failed to reach or-
bit).

There are also a host of space

companies promising to build
rockets that have never flown.
“The challenge is not lowering the
bar too low,” Peter Beck, Rocket
Lab’s CEOQ, said in an interview.
“We don’t think it’s useful to have
paper rockets competing with real
rockets. ... There has to be a level
of due diligence. There has to be a
level of sanity.”

The new approach has ‘“bal-
anced that tension very well be-
tween let’s make sure we have
what we need for national security
access to space and, as best we
can, help to foster and take advan-
tage of growth in the commercial
market,” Thompson said.

The Space Force is also looking
to the private sector for what’s
known as on-orbit servicing, re-
fueling spacecraft and repairing
damaged ones. At some point,
Purdy said, he saw a future where
there are propellant depots in
space, tugs that can move dam-
aged satellites, junkyards and
manufacturing in space on com-
mercial space stations.

In other words, ensuring space
has the same warfighting infras-
tructure and logistics that exist on
the ground.

“In the other domains, we don’t
build a ship or a tank or an aircraft
and fuel it and then say, ‘OK,
you’re going to operate this for the
next 15 or 20 years, and you need
to plan all your operations based
on the fact that you’re never going
to refuel these ever again,” ” Pur-
dy said. “That’s hard to wrap your

mind around, but that’s how we
actually operate in space.”

Removing orbital debris, then,
is to create freedom of movement
in space, he said, the on-orbit
equivalent of saying we “need a
mine detection and clearing capa-
bility.”

Last year, the Space Force
launched a program called Orbital
Prime that would give companies
seed money to develop the tech-
nology needed to clean up space.
In the first round of the program,
companies can win awards of
$250,000, with as much as $1.5
million in a second round of fund-
ing. The program will culminate
with a test demonstration in orbit.

“New technologies are opening
up the market,” Thompson said.
“And that’s driven a culture
change. We’re trying to adapt to it,
but it’s coming with challenges as
any change would.”

One of those challenges are the
new rules of the road — how best
to use commercial technology in
warfare, and how to respond when
it is targeted. For now, there are
more questions than answers.

“I will absolutely tell you with
the National Space Council, with
the National Security Council,
with the office of Secretary of De-
fense and certainly inside the de-
partments of the Air Force and
Space Force, we have an intense
discussion now,” Thompson said.
“A lot of thinking and develop-
ment and policy work has to be
done.”
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Married colonels at
Fort Hood removed
after investigations

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

AUSTIN, Texas — Col. Ann
Meredith has been fired as com-
mander of the 89th Military Po-
lice Brigade at Fort Hood, as she
and her husband, also a colonel
fired from his command post,
faced separate criminal investi-
gations, officials at the Texas
base said Thursday.

Meredith has been suspended
since Jan. S, and Lt. Gen. Sean C.
Bernabe, commander of III
Corps and Fort Hood, decided
Tuesday to relieve her command
“due to a loss of confidence in
her judgment following an in-
vestigation,” said Lt. Col. Tania
P. Donovan, spokeswoman for
III Corps.

Meredith had been on the job
since July and Lt. Col. Jeremy
Prince is serving as acting bri-
gade commander.

She will not face criminal
charges or a court-martial and
was disciplined through admin-
istrative action, Donovan said.

Col. Jon Meredith, her hus-
band, was fired Oct. 3 as com-
mander of the 1st Armored Bri-
gade Combat Team of the 1st
Cavalry Division at Fort Hood
also for a loss of confidence, said
Lt. Col. Jennifer J. Bocanegra,
spokeswoman for the division.

“The Army [Criminal Investi-
gation Division] investigation
involving Col. Ann Meredith is
distinct from the previous inves-
tigation of her husband, Col. Jon
Meredith,” she said. “For the in-
vestigation involving Col. Jon

Meredith, the Army CID has ex-
hausted all investigative leads
and provided an interim report
to 1st Cavalry Division. The 1st
Cavalry Division does not pro-
vide comments during this stage
of the process.”

Jon Meredith was the second
consecutive commander to be
removed from 1st Brigade. He
stepped into the role in May 2021
after the previous commander,
Col. Michael Schoenfeldt, was
removed for bullying staff. The
brigade was deployed to Poland
at the time.

The married colonels have
served more than 20 years in the
Army with assignments at Fort
Riley, Kan., and Fort Knox, Ky.

Bernabe said Fort Hood
moves quickly to investigate
when there are allegations of
misconduct by leaders.

“Regardless of rank or posi-
tion, we investigate to figure out
what really happened. We go in-
to that not making any assump-
tions about what the truth is and
allowing the investigative proc-
ess to help us understand the
truth,” he said. “I fully realize
that for folks on the outside try-
ing to understand what’s going
on, it’s probably not satisfying.
While that investigation is un-
derway, there’s not a lot we can
say or ought to say until we un-
derstand the results of that in-
vestigation and make some deci-
sions based on that.”

thayer.rose@stripes.com
Twitter: @Rose_Lori

Mike VRABEL/U.S. National Guard

Employees make signs using the “Fort Barfoot” name to replace existing “Fort Pickett” signs on March 6

at Fort Pickett, Va.

Ceremony starts Army’s removal
of Confederate names from bases

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

AUSTIN, Texas — The Army on
Friday began hosting a series of for-
mal ceremonies to change the
names of nine southern bases that
honor Confederate generals from
the Civil War.

Fort Pickett, a Virginia National
Guard base, transitioned to Fort
Barfoot in a ceremony Friday. The
post first named to honor Confeder-
ate Gen. George Pickett, who is
widely known for the Battle of Get-
tysburg, is now named for Col. Van
T. Barfoot, a World War II veteran
who received the Medal of Honor
for his actions as a technical ser-
geant during the 1944 Battle of An-
zioin Italy.

The Army also announced Friday
that Fort Hood will soon transition
from its Confederate-linked name
to Fort Cavazos in honor of Gen. Ri-
chard Cavazos, a veteran of the Ko-
rean and Vietnam wars. That cere-
mony is scheduled for May 9, offi-

cials at the Texas post said.
Cavazos, a Texas native, was the
first Hispanic man to reach the rank
of four-star general. He was award-
ed the Silver Star and a Distin-
guished Service Cross for his ser-
viceinthe Korean War. Hereceived
a second Distinguished Service
Cross during the Vietnam War.
“Gen. Cavazos’ combat proven
leadership, his moral character and
his loyalty to his soldiers and their
families, made him the fearless yet
respected and influential leader
that he was during the time he
served, and beyond,” said Lt. Gen.
Sean Bernabe, commander of the
IIT Armored Corps and Fort Hood.
Fort Hood is one of nine Army in-
stallations to have their names
changed under a 2021 federal law
seeking to strip the Defense Depart-
ment of names honoring the Con-
federacy. The Texas base is named
for John Bell Hood, who resigned
his U.S. Army commission and be-
came the Confederate general to

lead Texas forces in the Civil War.

Fort Lee, Va., has also scheduled
its name-change ceremony, which
will take place April 27. The base
will be called Fort Gregg-Adams.
Fort Benning, Ga., is scheduled to
become Fort Moore on May 11, and
Fort Bragg, N.C., will become Fort
Liberty on June 2.

The remaining bases with pend-
ingnames changes are Fort Gordon,
Ga., Fort A.P. Hill, Va., Fort Polk,
La., and Fort Rucker, Ala. They will
become Fort Eisenhower, Fort
Walker, Fort Johnson and Fort No-
vosel, respectively.

All changes must be complete by
Jan. 1, according to federal law. The
new names were chosen through a
detailed process that included com-
munity input and sought to honor
veterans from within the geograph-
ic region of each base or reflect the
mission of the post.

thayer.rose@stripes.com
Twitter: @Rose_Lori

Syria: No injuries or damage reported among US, coalition forces in rocket strike
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The series of attacks began
Thursday when a drone crashed
into a U.S. and coalition base in Al-
Hasakah, Syria. Ryder said U.S.
officials are confident the drone
was made by Iran and supplied to
proxy forces in Syria who crashed
it into the base. An American con-
tractor was killed in the attack and
five U.S. troops and another con-
tractor were hurt. Al-Hasakah is
about 95 miles northeast of Green
Village.

A few hours later, the United
States sent two F-15 fighter jets to
blow up two facilities in east-cen-
tral Syria in the Deir el-Zour area
that the Pentagon said had been
frequented by Iran’s Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guards Corps. The
rocket attack came afterward on
Friday.

Press TV, a state-run Iranian
news agency, claimed in a report
Friday that the U.S. airstrikes hit a
“rural development center and
grain center” — not a military post
aligned with the IRGC.

U.S. officials have not detailed
the extent of the troops’ injuries in
the drone attack, but CNN report-
ed they were all in stable condi-
tion. The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights — a British-based
group that monitors human rights
abusesin Syria—said the U.S. air-
strikes killed several “Iranian-
backed militiamen.”

Ryder said Friday that the U.S.
does not seek confrontation with
Iran, which has had adversarial
relations with the U.S. and Israel
for decades. The Islamic republic
often uses proxy fighters to strike
targets across the Middle East and

Africa. Ryder declined to say
whether U.S. officials might re-
spond with another retaliatory
strike.

“We don’t seek escalation with
Iran,” he said. “But the strikes we
took [Thursday] night were in-
tended to send a very clear mes-
sage, that we will take the protec-
tion of our personnel seriously and
that we will respond quickly and
decisively if they are threatened.”

“We will always reserve the
right to respond appropriately,”
he added.

CENTCOM has said there are
roughly 900 American troops sta-
tioned in Syria and 2,500 in Iraq,
who are there mostly to prevent a
resurgence of terrorism in those
countries, especially the Islamic
State terrorist group, known as
ISIS. The Defense Department

has about 6,500 contractors in Sy-
ria and Iraq.

Military officials are still inves-
tigating the strikes against the
U.S. personnel, Ryder said.

A New York Times report said
the air-defense system at the coa-
lition base in Al-Hasakah wasn’t
functioning. Ryder said that’s also
being explored.

“U.S. Central Command will
conduct a review to assess what
happened and take a look at what,
if any, other type of mitigating ac-
tions need to be taken,” he said.
“But it would obviously be prema-
ture to talk about that.”

The U.S. and Iran haven’t had
formal diplomatic relations since
the takeover of the U.S. Embassy
in Tehran and the country’s Islam-
ic revolution in 1979. The Iranian
government, however, regularly

keeps up a steady stream of crit-
icism toward the U.S. and Israel,
and has been taking steps for
years to develop a nuclear weap-
on.

Syria has been devastated by
civil war since 2011. Iran and Rus-
sia have supported the regime of
Syrian President Bashar Assad.
The U.S. has supported groups op-
posed to Assad’s government, par-
ticularly the semi-autonomous re-
gion in the northeast as well as a
collection of militias and rebels
known as the Syrian Democratic
Forces.

“This is a dangerous part of the
world. The work we do is inherent-
ly dangerous,” Ryder said.

Stars and Stripes reporter J.P. Lawrence contrib-
uted to this report.
ware.doug@stripes.com
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Recruits carry their new gear at a military recruitment center in Rostov-on-Don, Russia, on Oct. 31. A
campaign to replenish Russian troops in Ukraine with more soldiers appears to be underway again.

New Russian campaign tries to
entice men to fight in Ukraine

By DAsHA LiTviNova
Associated Press

TALLINN, Estonia — Adver-
tisements promise cash bonuses
and enticing benefits. Recruiters
are making cold calls to eligible
men. Enlistment offices are work-
ing with universities and social
service agencies to lure students
and the unemployed.

A new campaign is underway
this spring across Russia, seeking
recruits to replenish its troops for
the war in Ukraine.

As fighting grinds on in Ukrai-
nian battlegrounds like Bakhmut
and both sides prepare for coun-
teroffensives that could cost even
more lives, the Kremlin’s war ma-
chine badly needs new recruits.

A mobilization in September of
300,000 reservists — billed as a
“partial” call-up — sent panic
throughoutthe country, since most
men under 65 are formally part of
thereserve. Tens of thousands fled
Russia rather than report to
recruiting stations.

The Kremlin denies that anoth-
er call-up is planned for what it
calls its “special military oper-
ation” in Ukraine, now more than a
year old.

But amid widespread uncer-
tainty of whether such a move will
eventually happen, the govern-
ment is enticing men to volunteer,
either at makeshift recruiting cen-
ters popping up in various regions,
or with phone calls from enlist-
ment officials. That way, it can
“avoid declaring a formal second
mobilization wave” after the first
one proved so unpopular, accord-
ing to a recent report by the U.S.-
based think tank Institute of the

Study of War.

One Muscovite told The Asso-
ciated Press that his employer, a
state-funded organization, gath-
ered up the military registration
cards of all male employees of
fighting age and said it would get
them deferments. But he said the
move still sent a wave of fear
through him.

“It makes you nervous and
scared — no one wants to all of a
sudden end up in a war with a rifle
in their hands,” said the resident,
who spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity because he feared reprisal.
“The special operation is some-
what dragging on, so any surprises
from the Russian authorities can
be expected.”

It’sbeen more than a week since
he handed in his card, he said, and
exemptions usually getresolved in
a day or two, heightening his anxi-
ety.

Russian media report that men
across the country are receiving
summonses from enlistment offic-
es. In most of those cases, men
were simply asked to update their
records; in others, they were or-
dered to take partin military train-
ing.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said last week that serving
summonses to update records in
enlistment offices is “usual prac-
tice” and a “continued undertak-
ing.”

Other unconfirmed media re-
ports say authorities have told re-
gional governments to recruit a
certain number of volunteers.
Some officials announced setting
up recruitment centers with the
goal of getting men to sign con-

tracts that enable them to be sent
into combat as professional sol-
diers.

Ads have appeared on govern-
ment websites and on the social
media accounts of state institu-
tions and organizations, including
libraries and high schools.

One of them, posted by a munici-
pal administration in the western
Yaroslavl region, promised a one-
time bonus of about $3,800 to sign
up, and if sent to Ukraine, a month-
ly salary of up to $2,500, plus about
$100 a day for “involvement in ac-
tive offensive operations,” and
$650 “for each kilometer of advan-
cement within assault teams.”

The ad said the soldier would al-
so get tax and loan repayment
breaks, preferential university ad-
mission status for his children,
generous compensation for his
family if he is wounded or killed in
action, and the status of a war vet-
eran, which carries even more
perks.

The current recruitment cam-
paign is similar to one enacted last
summer, before the September
call-up, said Kateryna Stepanen-
ko, a Russia analyst with the Insti-
tute of the Study of War.

Back then, authorities also used
financial incentives, and various
volunteer battalions were formed,
but the effort clearly wasn’t suc-
cessful, because Putin eventually
turned to partial mobilization.

Whether this one will succeed or
notis unclear.

“They’ve already recruited a
significant portion of people that
were financially incentivized last
summer. And they struggled to do
solast year,” Stepanenko said.

Ukraine

urges

UN meeting on
Putin nuke plan

By KARL RITTER
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Ukraine’s
government on Sunday called for
an emergency meeting of the U.N.
Security Council to “counter the
Kremlin’s nuclear blackmail” af-
ter Russian President Vladimir
Putin revealed plans to station
tactical atomic weapons in Bela-
rus.

One Ukrainian official said that
Russia “took Belarus as a nuclear
hostage.”

But Moscow said it was making
the move in response to the West’s
increasing military support for
Ukraine. Putin announced the
plan in a television interview that
aired on Saturday, saying it was
triggered by a U.K. decision this
past week to provide Ukraine with
armor-piercing rounds contain-
ing depleted uranium.

Putin argued that by deploying
its tactical nuclear weapons in Be-
larus, Russia was following the
lead of the United States. He not-
ed that Washington has nuclear
weapons based in Belgium, Ger-
many, Italy, the Netherlands and
Turkey.

“We are doing what they have
been doing for decades, stationing
them in certain allied countries,
preparing the launch platforms
and training their crews,” he said.

Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry
condemned the move in a state-
ment Sunday and demanded an
emergency meeting of the U.N.
Security Council.

“Ukraine expects effective ac-
tion to counter the Kremlin’s nu-
clear blackmail by the U.K., Chi-
na, the U.S. and France, including
as permanent members of the
U.N. Security Council, which
have a special responsibility to
prevent threats of aggression us-
ing nuclear weapons,” the state-
ment read. “The world must be
united against someone who en-
dangers the future of human civi-
lization.”

Oleksiy Danilov, the secretary
of Ukraine’s National Security
and Defense Council, tweeted
Sunday that Putin’s announce-
ment was “a step towards internal
destabilization” of Belarus that
maximized “the level of negative
perception and public rejection”
of Russia and Putin in Belarusian
society. The Kremlin, Danilov
added, “took Belarus as a nuclear
hostage.”

In Russia, authorities said three
people were injured when a Uk-

rainian drone caused an explosion
Sunday in a town far from the two
countries’ border. The state-run
news agency Tass reported au-
thorities identified the drone as a
Ukrainian Tu-141.

The explosion damaged resi-
dential buildings in the town of
Kireyevsk in the Tula region,
about 180 miles from the border
with Ukraine and 110 miles south
of Moscow. It left a crater about
S0 feet in diameter and 16 feet
deep, according to media reports.

The Russian state-run news
agency Tass reported authorities
identified the drone as a Ukrai-
nian Tu-141. The Tu-141 went into
service in the Soviet army in the
1970s. It reportedly was retired
from service in 1989, then reintro-
duced in Ukraine in 2014. It has a
range of about 620 miles.

Ukraine has not yet commented
on the incident.

On Saturday, Putin argued that
Belarusian President Alexander
Lukashenko has long asked to
have nuclear weapons in his coun-
try again to counter NATO. Bela-
rus shares borders with three NA-
TO members — Latvia, Lithuania
and Poland — and Russia used
Belarusian territory as a staging
ground to send troops into neigh-
boring Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022.

Both Lukashenko’s support of
the war and Putin’s plans to sta-
tion tactical nuclear weapons in
Belarus has been denounced by
the Belarusian opposition.

Tactical nuclear weapons are
intended for use on the battlefield
and have a short range and a low
yield compared with much more
powerful nuclear warheads fitted
to long-range missiles. Russia
plans to maintain control over the
ones it sends to Belarus, and con-
struction of storage facilities for
them will be completed by July 1,
Putin said.

Russia has stored its tactical
nuclear weapons at dedicated de-
pots on its territory, and moving
part of the arsenal to a storage fa-
cility in Belarus would up the ante
in the Ukrainian conflict by plac-
ing them closer to Russian air-
craft and missiles already sta-
tioned there.

The U.S. said it would “monitor
the implications” of Putin’s an-
nouncement. So far, Washington
hasn’t seen “any indications Rus-
sia is preparing to use a nuclear
weapon,” National Security Coun-
cil spokesperson Adrienne Wat-
son said.
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Honduras breaks with Taiwan,
establishes ties with China

Associated Press

BEIJING — Honduras estab-
lished diplomatic ties with Chinaon
Sunday after breaking off relations
with Taiwan, which is increasingly
isolated and now recognized by on-
ly 13 sovereign states.

Foreign ministers from China
and Honduras signed a joint com-
munique in Beijing — a decision
the Chinese Foreign Ministry
hailed as “the right choice.”

The diplomatic victory for China
comes as tensions rise between
Beijing and the United States, in-
cluding over China’s increasing as-
sertiveness toward self-ruled Tai-
wan, and signals growing Chinese
influence in Latin America. The
new China-Honduras relationship
was announced after the Honduran
and Taiwanese governments made
separate announcements that they
were severing ties.

China and Taiwan have been
locked in a battle for diplomatic
recognition since they split amid
civil war in 1949, with Beijing
spending billions to win recogni-
tion for its “one China” policy.

China claims Taiwan is part of its
territory, to be brought under its
control by force if necessary, and
refuses most contacts with coun-
tries that maintain formal ties with
the island democracy. It threatens
retaliation against countries mere-
ly for increasing contacts.

China’s Foreign Minister Qin
Gang said the establishment of ties
proved that adhering to “one Chi-
na” policy is winning people’s
hearts and is “the general trend.”

“We inform sternly the Taiwan
authorities that engaging in separa-
tist activities for Taiwan indepen-
dence is against the will and inter-
ests of the Chinese nation and
against the trend of history, and is
doomed to a dead end,” he said.

The Honduran Foreign Ministry
said in a statement on Twitter that
its government recognizes “only
one China in the world” and that
Beijing “is the only legitimate gov-
ernment that represents all of Chi-
na.”

It added that “Taiwan is an in-

GREG BAKER/AP

Honduras Foreign Minister
Eduardo Enrique Reina Garcia,
left, and Chinese Foreign
Minister Qin Gang shake hands
following the establishment of
diplomatic relations between the
countries in Beijing on Sunday.

alienable part of Chinese territory,
and as of today, the Honduran gov-
ernment has informed Taiwan of
the severance of diplomatic rela-
tions, pledging not to have any offi-
cial relationship or contact with
Taiwan.”

Taiwan Foreign Minister Joseph
Wu told a news conference Sunday
that Taiwan had ended its relations
with Honduras to “safeguard its
sovereignty and dignity.”

Wu said that Honduran Presi-
dent Xiomara Castro and her team
always had a “fantasy” about China
and had raised the issue of switch-
ing ties before the presidential elec-
tion in Honduras in 2021. Relations
between Taiwan and Honduras
were once stable, he said, but China
had not stopped luring Honduras.

Honduras had asked Taiwan for
billions of dollars of aid and com-
pared its proposals with China’s,
Wu said. About two weeks ago, the
Honduran government sought
$2.45 billion from Taiwan to build a
hospital and a dam, and to write off
debts, he added.

“The Castro government dismis-
sed our nation’s longstanding assis-

tance and relations and carried out
talks to form diplomatic ties with
China. Our government feels
pained and regretful,” he said.

Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-
wen said her government would
not “engage in a meaningless con-
test of dollar diplomacy with Chi-
na.”

“Over these past few years, Chi-
na has persistently used various
means to suppress Taiwan’s inter-
national participation, escalate mil-
itary intrusion, and disrupt peace
and stability in the region,” she said
in a recorded video.

Her office spokesperson Olivia
Lin said in a statement that rela-
tions between the sides had lasted
for more than 80 years.

Analysts have warned over the
implications of the newly formed
ties between China and Honduras.
Political analyst Graco Pérez in
Honduras said Beijing’s narrative
would highlight the benefits, in-
cluding investment and job cre-
ation, “but thatis all going to be illu-
sory.”

Pérez noted that some other
countries have established such re-
lations, but “it didn’t turn out to be
what had been offered.”

For decades China has funneled
billions of dollars into investment
and infrastructure projects across
Latin America. That investment
has translated to rising power for
China and a growing number of al-
lies.

In Honduras, it has come in the
form of construction of a hydro-
electric dam project in central
Honduras built by the Chinese
company SINOHYDRO with about
$300 million in Chinese govern-
ment financing.

Honduras is the ninth diplomatic
ally that Taipei has lost to Beijing
since the pro-independence Tsai
first took office in May 2016.

Taiwan still has ties with Belize,
Paraguay and Guatemala in Latin
America, and Vatican City. Most of
its remaining partners are island
nations in the Caribbean and South
Pacific, along with Eswatini in
southern Africa.

AusTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

U.S. Marines arrive at RAAF Base Darwin in Australia’s Northern
Territory on March 16, to begin a seven-month training rotation.

Marine rotational force
returns to Australia

By SETH RoBsonN
Stars and Stripes

U.S. Marines have boots on the
ground in northern Australia again
to begin a seven-month training ro-
tation, according to Australia’s dep-
uty prime minister.

The 12th contingent since 2012 of
Marine Rotational Force-Darwin
includes 2,500 Marines, Richard
Marles, whois also Australia’s Min-
ister of Defence, said in a statement
Thursday.

“The USis our most vital security
partner and the strength of our Alli-
ance highlights our joint commit-
ment to promoting a secure, stable,
and inclusive Indo-Pacific,” he
said.

The Marines will remain in Aus-
tralia until October, according to
Marles.

The rotation builds cooperation
between the allies and with other
nations in the Indo-Pacific, Austra-
lian navy Capt. Mitchell Living-
stone, commander of Headquar-
ters, Northern Command, said in
the statement.

The Australians and Marines
will train to provide humanitarian
assistance and to conduct security
operations. They’ll also conduct
high-endlive fire exercises, he said.

The 1st Marine Regiment pro-
vides the command element over-
seeing 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine
Regiment and Combat Logistics
Battalion 1. All are based at Camp
Pendleton, Calif.,, Maj. Matthew

Wolf, a spokesman for the rotation-
al force, said in an email Friday.

The force includes Marine Medi-
um Tiltrotor Squadron 363 from
Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, he said.

The Marines will train in the
Northern Territory, Queensland
and South Australia and participate
in the Talisman Sabre exercise in
July, Wolf said.

A task force of 17,000 U.S., Aus-
tralian, New Zealand, Japanese,
South Korean and British troops
participated in Talisman Sabre in
Australia in 2021, the last time the
biennial exercise was held.

The Marines arrive in Darwin
against abackdrop of growing links
between the U.S. and Australia.
President Joe Biden, Australian
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
and U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak, leaders of the AUKUS pact
countries, on March 14 announced
anew submarine deal, part of an ef-
fort to counter Chinese expansion-
ism in the Indo-Pacific. Under the
deal, Australia aims to launch its
own nuclear-powered subs in the
2030s. A rotational force of U.S. and
British subs will operate from
Western Australia starting in 2027.

Days later, Australia announced
it plans to buy up to 220 Tomahawk
cruise missiles from the U.S. after
the State Department approved the
sale on March17.

robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobsonl

China threatens ‘serious consequences’ after Navy’'s Paracels operation

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Ja-
pan — The U.S. Navy carried out a
freedom-of-navigation operation
Friday nearislands inthe South Chi-
na Sea, a day after denying Chinese
claims that its military had driven
an American guided-missile de-
stroyer from the area.

The USS Milius conducted the
FONOP around the Paracels before
leaving the area and “continued op-

erationsin the South ChinaSea,” 7th
Fleet spokesman Lt. j.g. Luka Bakic
told Stars and Stripes in an email
Friday.

“Unlawful and sweeping mari-
time claims in the South China Sea
pose a serious threat to the freedom
of the seas, including the freedoms
of navigation and overflight, free
trade and unimpeded commerce,
and freedom of economic opportu-
nity for South China Sea littoral na-
tions,” he wrote.

Beijing said actions by the Milius
undermined “peace and stability in
the South China Sea,” accordingtoa
Friday statement from China’s Min-
istry of National Defense.

“We solemnly request the U.S.
side to immediately stop such pro-
vocative actions, otherwise it will
bear the serious consequences of
the accident caused by it,” ministry
spokesman Tan Kefei said in the
statement. “The Chinese People’s
Liberation Army will take all neces-

sary measures to resolutely safe-
guard national sovereignty and se-
curity, and resolutely maintain
peace and stability in the South Chi-
naSea.”

The operation came less than a
day after the Chinese Southern The-
ater Command claimed it had
forced the Milius away from waters
around the island chain, which is
claimed by China, Taiwan and Viet-
nam. Bakic, in a Thursday state-
ment to The Associated Press, de-

nied the destroyer was forced to exit
the area. The Milius was “conduct-
ingroutine operations” inthe region
Thursday before it entered the wa-
ters near the Paracels on Friday, he
told Stars and Stripes.

After the FONOP, the Milius
“continued on to conduct routine
maritime security operations in in-
ternational waters,” he said.

wilson.alex@stripes.com
Twitter: @AlexMNWilson
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Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — A group
of Tennessee Republicans began
this year’s legislative session hop-
ing to add narrow exceptions to
one of the strictest abortion bans
in the country, armed with the
belief that most people — even in
conservative Tennessee — reject
extremes on the issue.

Tennessee law requires doc-
tors to prove in court that they
were saving a woman’s life when
they performed an abortion.
Surely, the lawmakers thought,
they could win concessions that
would allow doctors to use their
good faith judgment about when
abortion is necessary to save a
woman’s life. But after a key anti-
abortion group stepped in, the
lawmakers had to settle for a
stricter legal standard that moves
the needle very little.

Like lawmakers in several
GOP-led states who started the
year thinking about moderating
the nation’s toughest abortion
laws, Tennessee’s lawmakers
found no appetite among their
colleagues for loosening the
rules.

During the first legislative ses-
sions in most states since the U.S.
Supreme Court overturned Roe v.
Wade, lawmakers on both sides
are dug in. Republicans are mov-
ing to make abortion restrictions
tougher.  Democrat-dominated
states are moving to protect ac-
cess for their residents and, now,
for the residents of other states
arriving for care.

“Abortion is one of the most
stark examples of the political di-
vide between red states and blue
states, even when we know that
people generally favor the middle

on abortion,” said Gretchen Ely, a
professor in the College of Social
Work at the University of Ten-
nessee.

Last year’s overturning of the
1973 Roe decision meant state
laws banning or restricting abor-
tion if such a ruling arrived took
effect. Many were met with legal
challenges. Currently, bans on
abortion at all stages of pregnan-
cy are in place in 13 states and on
hold in another four because of
court injunctions.

Lawmakers in most states have
introduced abortion-related legis-
lation this year. Republican-
backed measures include funding
for counseling centers that dis-
courage abortion, bans on medi-
cation abortions and other re-
strictions. Democrats’ bills in-
clude expanding insurance cov-
erage for abortion and knocking
back restrictions implemented in
the past.

The legislative action comes af-
ter voters in six states — conser-
vative, moderate and liberal —
voted in referendums last year
and abortion access proponents
prevailed in all of them. Polling
has shown the public was unhap-
py with the overturning of Roe
even as they also support some
abortion restrictions.

But Mary Ziegler, a legal histo-
rian at the University of Califor-
nia, Davis School of Law, said
anti-abortion groups are antici-
pating that abortion rights sup-
port will gradually diminish.

“There’s a belief that people
will be more open to more and
more stringent bans the further
we get away from Roe v. Wade
being the law,” she said.

Kelsey Pritchard, a member of

BeN MarcoT/AP
An abortion-rights demonstrator holds a sign during a rally on May 14, 2022, in Chattanooga, Tenn.

States’ divisions on abortion
widen after Roe overturned

the state affairs staff at Susan B.
Anthony Pro-Life America, said
those ballot measure losses mo-
tivated anti-abortion groups to
get their message out more
strongly. “It was a wake up call
for how much work we have to
do,” she said.

The ban currently implement-
ed in Tennessee is among the
most stringent. Instead of an ex-
ception for abortions to save the
life of the woman, it includes an
“affirmative defense” for doctors,
placing the burden on them to
prove an abortion was medically
necessary.

Now, a scaled-back proposal is
moving through the Legislature.
It removes the affirmative de-
fense language but still doesn’t
grant access to abortions in the
cases of “medically futile preg-
nancies” and lethal fetal anoma-
lies. Doctors warned the new ex-
emption will do little to relieve
worries about being prosecuted.

Tennessee Right to Life had al-
ready revoked its endorsement of
one GOP lawmaker — seen as a
key tool for winning over conser-
vative voters — after Republican
Sen. Richard Briggs called for
changes while admitting that he
voted in favor of the state’s so-
called trigger ban because he
didn’t believe Roe would actually
be overturned. Now the lobbying
group warned it could do the
same with others who tried to
weaken the ban.

“This new amended bill only
allows a woman to access an
abortion if she’s damn near on
her deathbed,” said Democratic
Sen. London Lamar, who experi-
enced her own near-fatal preg-
nancy loss several years ago.

Court blocks virus
vaccination order
for federal workers

By Kevin McGILL
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — President
Joe Biden’s order that federal em-
ployees get vaccinated against CO-
VID-19 hasbeen blocked by afeder-
al appeals court.

The Sth U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in New Orleans, in a decision
Thursday, rejected arguments that
Biden, as the nation’s chief execu-
tive, has the same authority as the
CEO of a private corporation to re-
quire thatemployeesbe vaccinated.

The ruling from the full appeals
court, 16 full-time judges at the time
the case was argued, reversed an
earlier ruling by a three-judge Sth
Circuit panel that had upheld the
vaccination requirement. Judge
Andrew Oldham, nominated to the
court by then-President Donald
Trump, wrote the opinion for a 10-
member majority.

The ruling maintains the status
quo for federal employee vaccines.
It upholds a preliminary injunction
blocking the mandate issued by a
federal judge in January 2022. At
that point, the administration said
nearly 98% of covered employees
had been vaccinated.

With the preliminary injunction
arguments done, Oldham noted, the
case will return to that court for fur-
ther arguments, when “both sides
will have to grapple with the White
House’s announcement that the
COVID emergency will finally end
on May 11, 2023.”

The White House defended the
order, citing the high compliance
rate among the federal workforce
and saying in a statement Friday
that “vaccination remains one of the
most important tools to protect peo-
ple from serious illness and hospi-
talizations” against COVID.

Opponents of the policy said it

A

was an encroachment on federal
workers’ lives that neither the Con-
stitution nor federal statutes autho-
rize.

Biden issued an executive order
in September 2021 requiring vacci-
nations for all executive branch
agency employees, with exceptions
for medical and religious reasons.
The requirement kicked in the fol-
lowing November. U.S. District
Judge Jeffrey Brown, who was ap-
pointed to the District Court for the
Southern District of Texas by
Trump, issued a nationwide injunc-
tion against the requirement the fol-
lowing January.

The case then went to the Sth Cir-
cuit.

One panel of three Sth Circuit
judges refused to immediately
block the law.

But a different panel, after hear-
ing arguments, upheld Biden’s posi-
tion. Judges Carl Stewart and
James Dennis, both nominated to
the court by President Bill Clinton,
were in the majority. Judge Rhesa
Barksdale, nominated by President
George H.W. Bush, dissented, say-
ing the relief the challengers sought
does not fall under the Civil Service
Reform Act cited by the administra-
tion.

The broader court majority
agreed, saying federal law does not
preclude court jurisdiction over
cases involving “private, irrevers-
ible medical decisions made in con-
sultation with private medical pro-
fessionals outside the federal work-
place.”

A majority of the full court voted
to vacate that ruling and reconsider
the case. The 16 active judges heard
the case on Sept.13,joined by Barks-
dale, who is now a senior judge with
lighter duties than the full-time
members of the court.

CAROLYN KasTER/AP

President Joe Biden receives his first dose of the coronavirus vaccine
from nurse partitioner Tabe Mase at Christiana Hospital in Newark

Del., on Dec. 21, 2020.
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Fake Al images keep spreading misinformation

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Former Presi-
dent Donald Trump getting gang-
tackled by riot-gear-clad New
York City police officers. Russian
President Vladimir Putinin prison
grays behind the bars of a dimly lit
concrete cell.

The highly detailed, sensational
images have inundated Twitter
and other platformsinrecent days,
amid news that Trump faces possi-
ble criminal charges and the Inter-
national Criminal Courtissuing an
arrest warrant for Putin.

But neither visual is remotely
real. The images — and scores of
variations littering social media —
were produced using increasingly
sophisticated and widely accessi-
ble image generators powered by
artificial intelligence.

Misinformation experts have
warned the images are harbingers
of anew reality: waves of fake pho-
tos and videos flooding social
media aftermajornews events and
further muddying fact and fiction
at crucial times for society.

“It does add noise during crisis
events. It also increases the cyni-
cismlevel,” said Jevin West, a pro-
fessor at the University of Wash-
ington in Seattle who focuses on
the spread of misinformation.
“You start to lose trust in the sys-
tem and the information that you
are getting.”

While the ability to manipulate
photos and create fake imagesisn’t
new, Al image generator tools by
Midjourney, DALL-E and others
are easier to use. They can quickly
generate realistic images — com-
plete with detailed backgrounds—

on a mass scale with little more
than a simple text prompt from us-
ers.

Some of the recent images have
been driven by this month’s re-
lease of a new version of Midjour-
ney’s text-to-image synthesis
model, which can, among other
things, now produce convincing
images mimicking the style of
news agency photos.

In one widely-circulating Twit-
ter thread, Eliot Higgins, founder
of Bellingcat, a Netherlands-based
investigative journalism collec-
tive, used the latest version of the
toolto conjure up scores of dramat-
ic images of Trump’s fictional ar-
rest.

The visuals, which have been
shared and liked tens of thousands
of times, showed a crowd of uni-
formed officers grabbing the Re-
publican billionaire and violently
pulling him down onto the pave-
ment.

Higgins, who was also behind a
set of images of Putin being arrest-
ed, put on trial and then imprison-
ed, said he posted the images with
noill intent. He even stated clearly
in his Twitter thread that the imag-
es were Al-generated.

Still, the images were enough to
get him locked out of the Midjour-
ney server, according to Higgins.
The San Francisco-based inde-
pendent research lab didn’t re-
spond to emails seeking comment.

“The Trump arrest image was
really just casually showing both
how good and bad Midjourney was
atrendering real scenes,” Higgins
wrote in an email. “The images
started to form a sort of narrative

J. Davip Ake/AP

Images created by Eliot Higgins with the use of artificial intelligence show a fictitious skirmish with Donald
Trump and New York City police officers posted on Higgins’ Twitter account, as photographed Thursday.

as I plugged in prompts to Mid-
journey, so I strung them along in-
toanarrative,and decided tofinish
off the story.”

He pointed out the images are
far from perfect: insome, Trumpis
seen, oddly, wearing a police utili-
ty belt. In others, faces and hands
are clearly distorted.

But it’s not enough that users
like Higgins clearly state in their
poststhattheimagesare AI-gener-
ated and solely for entertainment,

said Shirin Anlen, media technolo-
gist at Witness, a New York-based
human rights organization that fo-
cuses on visual evidence.

Toooften, the visuals are quickly
reshared by others without that
crucial context, she said. Indeed,
an Instagram post sharing some of
Higgins’ images of Trump as if
they were genuine garnered more
than 79,000 likes.

“You’re just seeing an image,
and once you see something, you

cannot unsee it,” Anlen said.

With synthetic images becom-
ing increasingly difficult to dis-
cern from the real thing, the best
way to combat visual misinforma-
tion is better public awareness and
education, experts have said.

“It’s just becoming so easy and
it’s so cheap to make these images
that we should do whatever we can
to make the public aware of how
good this technology has gotten,”
West said.

Gap grows between TikTok users, lawmakers on potential ban

By HALELUYA HADERO
Associated Press

NEW YORK — On the one side
are dozens of lawmakers on Capitol
Hill issuing dire warnings about
security breaches and possible
Chinese surveillance.

On the other are some 150 mil-
lion TikTok users in the United
States who just want to be able to
keep making and watching short,
fun videos offering makeup tuto-
rials and cooking lessons, among
other things.

The disconnect illustrates the
uphill battle that lawmakers from
both sides of the aisle face in trying
to convince the public that China
could use TikTok as a weapon
against the American people. But
many users on the platform are
more concerned about the possibil-
ity of the government taking away
their favorite app.

TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew said
during a nearly six-hour congres-
sional hearing Thursday that the
platform has never turned over us-
er data to the Chinese government,
and wouldn’t do so if asked.

Nevertheless, lawmakers, the
FBI and officials at other agencies
have continued to raise alarms that
Chinese law compels Chinese com-
panies like TikTok’s parent compa-
ny ByteDance to fork over data to
the government for whatever pur-
poses it deems to involve national
security. There’s also concern Beij-
ing might try to push pro-China
narratives or misinformation
through the platform.

“I want to say this to all the teen-
agers out there, and TikTok influ-
encers who think we’re just old and
out of touch and don’t know what
we’re talking about, trying to take
your favorite app,” said Republi-
can Rep. Dan Crenshaw during the
hearing. “You may not care that
your data is being accessed now,
but you will one day.”

Many TikTok users reacted to
the hearing by posting videos crit-
ical of lawmakers who grilled
Chew and frequently cut him off
from speaking. Some called a po-
tential TikTok ban, as some law-
makers and the Biden administra-
tion has reportedly threatened, the

“biggest scam” of the year. Others
blamed the surge of scrutiny on the
platform on another tech rival,
Facebook founder Mark Zucker-
berg.

But few expressed fear of possi-
ble Chinese surveillance or secur-
ity breaches that lawmakers con-
tinue to amplify as they look to rein
in TikTok.

Rep. Ro Khanna, D-Calif., whose
districtisin the heart of Silicon Val-
ley, said he is mindful of the value
that platforms like TikTok provide
to young people as an outlet for cre-
ative expression and building com-
munity. “But there’s absolutely no
reason that an American technolo-
gy company can’t do that,” said
Khanna, the top Democrat on the
cyber subcommittee on House
Armed Service. “America has the
most innovative technology com-
panies in the world.”

He added that Congress should
move forward with a proposal that
would force the platform’s sale to
an American company for contin-
ued access for its millions of users
while “ensuring that the platform

isn’t subject to Chinese propagan-
da or compromises people’s priva-
cy.”

According to a survey by the
Pew Research Center, two-thirds
of Americans aged 13 to 17 use Tik-
Tok, and 16% of all teens say they
use it almost constantly. It’s be-
cause of TikTok’s large user base
that Lindsay Gorman, a former
tech adviser for the Biden adminis-
tration who now works as a senior
fellow for emerging technologies at
the German Marshall Fund, said
the Biden administration will likely
pursue every option short of a ban
first. That would include the option
for the app’s Chinese owners to div-
est, which the administration is re-
portedly demanding from TikTok
if it wants to avoid a nationwide
ban.

TikTok itself has been trying to
leverage its popularity. On
Wednesday, it sent dozens of influ-
encers to Congress to lobby against
a ban. It has also ramped up a
broader public relations campaign,
plastering ads all over Washington
that tout its promises of securing

users’ data and privacy and creat-
ing a safe platform for its young us-
ers.

Some popular TikTokers who
speak out against a ban are con-
cerned — and angered — about
how it might impact their personal
lives. Many earn income from their
videos and have inked brand part-
nerships to market products to
their audiences — another stream
of revenue that could be wiped
away if the platform disappears.
They would also lose the social cap-
ital that comes from having a large
following on the trend-setting app.

Sarah Pikhit, an 18-year-old stu-
dent at Penn State University, said
she used to use TikTok a lot, but
started cutting back when she real-
ized how much time she spent
scrolling through videos on the
app. She still uses it, but mostly to
post her own content, which she
said she can do on other platforms.
She said she wouldn’t care if Tik-
Tok gets banned — but her friends
would.

“They like the excessive scroll-
ing,” Pikhit said.
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Hyundai, Kia recall
vehicles due to fire risk

M DETROIT — Hyundai

and Kia are telling the
owners of more than 571,000 SUVs
and minivans in the U.S. to park
them outdoors because their tow
hitch harnesses can catch fire
while they are parked or being dri-
ven.

The affiliated Korean automak-
ers are recalling the vehicles and
warning people to park them away
from structures until repairs are
made.

Affected Hyundai vehicles in-
clude the 2019 to 2023 Santa Fe,
the 2021 to 2023 Santa Fe Hybrid,
the 2022 and 2023 Santa Fe Plug-
in hybrid and the 2022 and 2023
Santa Cruz. The only Kia affected
is the Carnival minivan from 2022
and 2023. All have Hyundai or Kia
tow hitch harnesses that came as
original equipment or were in-
stalled by dealers.

The Korean automakers say in
documents posted by U.S. safety
regulators that water can getintoa
circuit board on the hitches and
cause a short circuit even if the ig-
nitions are off.

Owner of pizza shop
said to abuse workers

MA BOSTON — A Boston

pizza shop owner ac-
cused by federal authorities of
abusing employees who were not
legally in the U.S. has been or-
dered held without bail by a ma-
gistrate judge who cited the defen-
dant’s “history of violence and
threats.”

Stavros Papantoniadis, 47, who
also goes by Steve, faces one
charge of forced labor but alleged-
ly victimized at least seven em-
ployees, according to court docu-
ments.

Prosecutors allege he hired peo-
pleinthe U.S.illegally, made them
work long hours, underpaid them,
verbally and physically abused
them, and threatened to inform
immigration authorities or police
if they complained. He hit one
worker in the mouth, breaking
some teeth, and on another occa-
sion kicked that worker in the gen-
itals so hard that the man needed
surgery, prosecutors said.

Police: Driver veered
into work zone, killing 6

M BALTIMORE — A

crash along the Balti-
more beltway left six construction
workers dead after a driver lost
control of her car and it careened
into a work zone, according to
Maryland State Police.

Lisa Adrienna Lea, 54, was
alone in an Acura sedan driving
north on Interstate 695 when she
went to change lanes and struck
the front passenger side of a
Volkswagen, state police said.

The impact caused her to lose
control, and her car entered the
work zone through an opening in
temporary concrete barriers sep-
arating the construction area from

Fine for fishing

Oliver Hunt casts a line in the Cheshire Reservoir for a day of fishing in the sunshine in Cheshire, Mass.

interstate traffic. The crew was
working on the highway’s left
shoulder.

After the crash, Lea was taken
to the University of Maryland
Medical Center’s Shock Trauma
Center for injuries she received.

Social media law means
kids need parents’ OK

UT SALT LAKE CITY —

Children and teens in
Utah would lose access to social
media apps such as TikTok if they
don’t have parental consent and
face other restrictions under a
first-in-the-nation law designed to
shield young people from the ad-
dictive platforms.

Two laws signed by Republican
Gov. Spencer Cox prohibit Kkids
under 18 from using social media
between the hours of 10:30 p.m.
and 6:30 a.m., require age verifi-
cation for anyone who wants to use
social media in the state and open
the door to lawsuits on behalf of
children claiming social media
harmed them. Collectively, they
seek to prevent children from be-
ing lured to apps by addictive fea-
tures and from having ads pro-
moted to them.

The companies are expected to
sue before the laws take effect in
March 2024.

Endangered hooded
vulture escapes from zoo

c A OAKLAND — An en-

dangered hooded wvul-

ture escaped from a zoo aviary in
the San Francisco Bay Area that
was destroyed after amassive tree
fell on it during a storm. But the
bird has re-
mained on
700 grounds,
and officials
were working
to entice it
back.

The male
hooded wvul-
ture and five
other exotic
birds, includ-
ing two pied crows and three su-
perb starlings, flew out from the
aviary at the Oakland Zoo amid a
wind-packed storm that pum-
meled the Bay Area, zoo spokes-
woman Erin Dogan said.

But the birds stayed on zoo
grounds, and a team of at least 12
700 workers armed with binocu-
lars, nets and crates has already
recovered the three starlings, Do-
gan said.

School to stay closed
after contamination scare

M FLORISTANT — A
Missouri grade
school that was shut down last
year amid concerns of possible ra-
dioactive contamination will not
reopen, the school district said
Jana Elementary School, in the
St. Louis County town of Floris-
sant, closed in October after a pri-
vate study indicated the presence
of contamination in classrooms,

African hooded
vulture

the playground and elsewhere.
The study was funded by lawyers
whose clients were suing over ra-
dioactive waste in Coldwater
Creek, which runs near the school.

Though a follow-up study by the
Army Corps of Engineers and a
third study by SCI Engineering
found no signs of contamination,
the school never reopened.

A statement from the Hazel-
wood School District said the
board and administration recog-
nize the school’s closure and relo-
cation of children and staff to oth-
er schools hasn’t been easy.

Hospital to stop

delivering babies

I SANDPOINT — A rural
hospital in northern Ida-

ho will stop delivering babies or
providing other obstetrical care,
citing a shifting legal climate in
which recently enacted state laws
could subject physicians to prose-
cution for providing abortions,
among other reasons.

Bonner General Health in
Sandpoint will discontinue obste-
trical services in mid-May. It also
cited a decreasing number of de-
liveries and a loss of doctors
among other factors in its deci-
sion.

Those pregnant in the city of
about 9,000 — with an average an-
nual snowfall of about 60 inches —
will most likely have to travel
about 45 miles to Coeur d’Alene
for care, or to hospitals farther
away in Idaho, Washington and

BEN GARVER, THE BERKSHIRE EAGLE/AP

Montana.

The decision to discontinue pro-
viding obstetrical services was
emotional and difficult, hospital
officials said in a news release.

The numbers of deliveries had
been declining for years with 265
births recorded at the hospital in
2022, the statement said. Births al-
so have been decreasing national-
ly and older people have been
moving into the Sandpoint area,
officials said.

8 dolphins dead after
stranding, officials say

N SEAISLE CITY — Eight

dolphins have died after
they became stranded on a beach
in New Jersey, marine animal
welfare officials said.

The Marine Mammal Stranding
Center said on Facebook that a
pod of eight dolphins known as
“common dolphins” had become
stranded in Sea Isle City and that
staff and a veterinarian had re-
sponded with help from local offi-
cials. Officials said at the time that
two of the dolphins had died.

Later, officials said the remain-
ing six dolphins were assessed by
the veterinarian and the decision
was made to euthanize them to
prevent further suffering.

Their conditions were rapidly
deteriorating and returning them
to the ocean would have prolonged
their inevitable death, officials
said.

From The Associated Press
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Aid on way to tornado-wrecked Mississippi

By LEAH WILLINGHAM
Associated Press

President Joe Biden issued an
emergency declaration for Missis-
sippi early Sunday, making federal
funding available to the areas har-
dest hit Friday night by a deadly tor-
nadothatripped through the Missis-
sippi Delta, one of the poorest re-
gions of the U.S.

Atleast 25 people were killed and
dozens of others were injured in
Mississippi as the massive storm
ripped through several towns on its
hour-long path. One man was killed
after his trailer home flipped sever-
al times in Alabama.

Search and recovery crews on
Sunday resumed the daunting task
of digging through the debris of flat-
tened and battered homes, com-
mercial buildings and municipal of-
fices after hundreds of people were
displaced, even as the National
Weather Service warned of a risk of
more severe weather Sunday — in-
cluding high winds, large hail and
possible tornadoes in Louisiana,
Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia.

A tornado reportedly touched
down early Sunday in Troup Coun-
ty, Ga., near the Alabama border,
according to the Georgia Mutual
Aid Group. Affected areas included
the county seat of LaGrange, about
67 miles southwest of Atlanta.

Jim LyTLE/AP

Providence Baptist Church, on Highland Drive in Amory, Miss,. is
seen missing its steeple and front entryway after it was hit by a

tornado on Saturday.

“Many buildings damaged, peo-
ple trapped,” GMAG said on Face-
book. In nearby West Point, roads,
including Interstate Highway 85,
were blocked by debris.

The Troup County Sheriff’s Of-
ficesaid it was responding toreports
of downed trees and power lines and
damaged homes. A tiger was report-
ed missing at the Wild Animal Safari
in Pine Mountain. Calls there were
not answered early Sunday.

“If you do not have to get on the
roads this morning please do not
travel,” the agency said on Face-
book.

Some outages in cell service were

reported after a suspected tornado
struck the area around dawn Sun-
day, the Troup County Sheriff’s Of-
fice said.

Following Biden’s declaration,
federal funding can be used for re-
covery efforts in Mississippi’s Car-
roll, Humphreys, Monroe and Shar-
key counties, including temporary
housing, home repairs, loans cover-
ing uninsured property losses and
other individual and business pro-
grams, the White House said.

The twister flattened entire
blocks, obliterated houses, ripped a
steeple off a church and toppled a
municipal water tower.

Based on early data, the tornado
received a preliminary EF-4 rating,
the National Weather Service office
in Jackson said late Saturday in a
tweet. An EF-4 tornado has top wind
gusts between 166 mph and 200
mph, according to the service. The
Jackson office cautioned it was still
gathering information on the torna-
do.

The tornado devastated a swath
of the 2,000-person town of Rolling
Fork, reducing homes to piles of
rubble and flipping cars on their
sides. Other parts of the Deep South
were digging out from damage
caused by other suspected twisters.
One man died in Morgan County,
Ala., the sheriff’s department there
said in a tweet.

The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency said in a briefing
that 25 people were confirmed
killed, SS people were injured and
2,000 homes were damaged or de-
stroyed. High winds, hail and strong
storms were expected for parts of
Alabama and Georgia on Sunday,
the National Weather Service said.

“How anybody survived is un-
known by me,” said Rodney Porter,
who lives 20 miles south of Rolling
Fork. When the storm hit Friday
night, heimmediately drove there to
assistin any way he could. Porterar-
rived to find “total devastation” and

said he smelled natural gas and
heard people screaming for help in
the dark.

“Houses are gone, houses stacked
on top of houses with vehicles on top
of that,” he said.

Annette Body drove to the hard-
hit town of Silver City from nearby
Belozi to survey the damage. She
said she was feeling “blessed” be-
cause her own home was not de-
stroyed, but other people she knows
lost everything.

“Cried last night, cried this morn-
ing,” she said, looking around at flat-
tened homes. “They said youneed to
take cover, but it happened so fast a
lotof people didn’teven getachance
to take cover.”

Storm survivors walked around
Saturday, many dazed and in shock,
as they broke through thickly clus-
tered debris and fallen trees with
chain saws, searching for survivors.
Powerlines were pinned under dec-
ades-old oaks, their roots torn from
the ground.

Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves is-
sued a state of emergency and
vowed to help rebuild as he viewed
the damage in a region speckled
with wide expanses of cotton, corn
and soybean fields and catfish farm-
ing ponds. He spoke with Biden,
who also held a call with the state’s
congressional delegation.

Search on in Pa. for missing in deadly chocolate factory blast

By MicHAEL RUBINKAM
AND RonN TopT
Associated Press

WEST READING, Pa. — An ex-
plosion at a chocolate factory in
Pennsylvania on Friday killed
three people and left four people
missing, authorities said. One per-
son was pulled alive from the rub-
ble overnight.

Rescue crews using dogs and
imaging equipment continued to
search through the rubble Satur-
day — hours after the blast that
erupted just before S p.m. Friday at
the R.M. Palmer Co. plant in the
borough of West Reading, about 60
miles northwest of Philadelphia.

West Reading Borough Chief of
Police Wayne Holben said the
death toll rose on Saturday with the
discovery of a third body at the site.
The Berks County Medical Exa-
miner and Coroner on Saturday
night also confirmed three fatali-
ties.

Borough Fire Chief Chad Moyer
said four people remained missing
as emergency personnel continue
searching for victims and state and
local fire investigators examine the
scene to determine a cause.

“Due to the violence of the explo-
sion and the amount of time that
has passed, the chance of finding
survivors is decreasing rapidly,”
Moyer said. “However, please be
assured that our primary goal is ac-
counting for all missing individuals
and reuniting them with theirloved
ones.”

Holben earlier said the rescue of
one person from the rubble “pro-
vides hope that others still may be
found.” Rescue workers were con-
tinuing a thorough search using
specialized equipment and tech-
niques. Officials said dogs and
imaging equipment were being
used to look for signs of life during
the careful removal of debris.

The blast destroyed one building

and damaged a neighboring build-
ing. Roads near the site will be
closed until Monday at 8 a.m., Hol-
ben said.

“It’s pretty leveled,” Mayor Sa-
mantha Kaag said of the explosion
site. “The building in the front, with
the church and the apartments, the
explosion was so big that it moved
that building four feet forward.”

Reading Hospital said Saturday
afternoon it had received 10 pa-
tients, of which one was trans-
ferred to Lehigh Valley Hospital
and another to Penn State Health
St. Joseph Medical Center. Two
were admitted to Reading Hospital
in good and fair condition, respec-
tively, and the others had been dis-
charged, officials said.

A UGI Utilities spokesperson
said crews were brought in after
damage from the blast led to the re-
lease of gas that was helping to feed
the fire.

R.M. Palmer said in a statement

ADIALO1E =
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Emergency personnel work at the site of a deadly explosion at the
R.M. Palmer Co. chocolate factory in West Reading, Pa., on Saturday.

late Saturday that everyone at the
company was ‘“devastated by the
tragic events” and “focused on sup-
porting our employees and their
families.”

R.M. Palmer’s website says it
has been making chocolate novel-
ties since 1948 and now has 850 em-
ployees at its West Reading head-
quarters.
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Daylight saving dispute leaves
Lebanon with two time zones

By ABBY SEWELL
Associated Press

BEIRUT — The Lebanese gov-
ernment’s last-minute decision to
delay the start of daylight saving
time by a month until the end of the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan re-
sulted in mass confusion Sunday.

With some institutions imple-
menting the change while othersre-
fused, many Lebanese have found
themselves in the position of jug-
gling work and school schedules in
different time zones — in a country
that is just 5SS miles at its widest
point.

In some cases, the debate took on
asectariannature, with many Chris-
tian politicians and institutions, in-
cluding the small nation’s largest
church, the Maronite Church, re-
jecting the move.

The small Mediterranean coun-
try normally sets its clocks forward
anhouronthelast Sundayin March,
which aligns with most European
countries. However, on Thursday

Lebanon’s government announced
a decision by caretaker Prime Min-
ister Najib Mikati to push the start of
daylight saving to April 21.

No reason was given for the deci-
sion, but a video of a meeting be-
tween Mikati and Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri leaked to local
media showed Berri asking Mikati
to postpone the implementation of
daylight saving time to allow Mus-
lims to break their Ramadan fast an
hour earlier. Mikati responds that
he had made a similar proposal but
goeson to say thatimplementing the
change would be difficult asit would
cause problems in airline flight
schedules, to which Berri interjects,
“What flights?”

After the postponement of day-
light saving was announced, Leba-
non’s state airline, Middle East Air-
lines, said departure times of flights
scheduled toleave from Beirut’s air-
port between Sunday and April 21
would be advanced by an hour.

The country’s two cellular tele-

phone networks sent messages to
people asking them to change the
settings of their clocks to manual in
order for the time not to change at
midnight, although in many cases
the time advanced anyway. While
public institutions, in theory, are
bound by the government’s deci-
sion, many private institutions, in-
cluding TV stations, schools and
businesses, announced that they
would move to daylight saving on
Sunday as previously scheduled.

Soha Yazbek, a professor at the
American University of Beirut, is
among many parents who have
found themselves and theirchildren
now bound to different schedules.

“SonowIdropmykidstoschool at
8 am but arrive to my work 42 km
away at 7:30 am and then I leave
work at S pm but I arrive home an
hour later at 7 pm!!” Yazbek wrote
on Twitter, adding for the benefit of
her non-Lebanese friends, “I have
not gone mad, I just live in Wonder-
land.”

Israeli group asks high court
to punish PM over legal plan

Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel — An Israeli
good governance group on Sunday
asked the country’s Supreme Court
to punish Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu for allegedly violating a
conflict of interest agreement
meant to prevent him from dealing
withthe country’sjudiciary whilehe
is on trial for corruption.

The request by the Movement for
Quality Government in Israel inten-
sifies abrewing showdown between
Netanyahu’s government and the
judiciary, which it is trying to over-
haul in a contentious plan that has
sparked widespread opposition.

The Movement for Quality Gov-
ernment in Israel, a fierce opponent
of the overhaul, asked the court to
force Netanyahu to obey the law and
sanction him either with a fine or
prison time for not doing so, saying
he was not above the law.

“A prime minister who doesn’t
obey the court and the provisions of
the law is privileged and an anar-
chist,” said Eliad Shraga, the head of
the group, echoinglanguage used by
Netanyahu and his allies against
protesting opponents of the over-

haul. “The prime minister will be
forced to bow his head before the
law and comply with the provisions
of the law.”

Netanyahu is barred by the coun-
try’s attorney general from dealing
with his government’s plan to over-
haul the judiciary, based on a con-
flict of interest agreement he is
bound to, and which the Supreme
Courtacknowledgedinarulingover
Netanyahu'’s fitness to serve while
on trial for corruption. But Thurs-
day, after parliament passed a law
making it harder to remove asitting
prime minister, Netanyahu said he
wasunshackled by the attorney gen-
eral’s decision and vowed to wade
into the crisis and “mend the rift” in
the nation. That declaration
prompted the attorney general, Gali
Baharav-Miara, to warn that Neta-
nyahu was breaking his conflict of
interest agreement.

Netanyahu is on trial for charges
of fraud, breach of trust and accept-
ing bribes in three separate affairs.
He denies wrongdoing and dismis-
ses critics who say he will try to seek
an escape route from the charges
through the legal overhaul.
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Telling the hip-hop
story from the start

Chuck D talks rap’s rise through ‘Fight the Power’ doc

By JONATHAN LANDRUM JR.
Associated Press
ip-hop became a cultural phe-
nomenon against the backdrop
of U.S. history, and now Public
Enemy’s Chuck D has commit-
ted himself to explore the artform’s origins.

Chuck D rounded up several rap greats —
including Ice-T, Run-D.M.C and MC Lyte
— who offered their firsthand accounts
ahead of this year’s SOth anniversary of hip-
hop. Their reflections are explored in the
four-part docuseries “Fight the Power:
How Hip Hop Changed the World,” that
aired on PBS and is available to stream on
its platforms and YouTube with a premium
subscription.

The series delves into the history of hip-
hop including the genre’s radical rise from
the New York City streets, creating a plat-
form for political expression and being a
leading voice for social justice

“Fight the Power” touches on how hip-
hop has played an impactful role in speak-
ing up against injustice in the aftermath of
America’s racial and political reckoning in
2020 after George Floyd’s killing by Min-
neapolis police. The series, executive pro-
duced by Chuck D, features archival foot-
age and insightful interviews from of rap’s
most integral figures including Fat Joe,
Lupe Fiasco, Grandmaster Caz, B-Real of
Cypress Hill, Melle Mel, will.i.am, John
Forte, Roxanne Shanté and Abiodun Oye-
wole of The Last Poets.

In a recent interview, Chuck D talked
about hip-hop’s cultural growth in 50 years,
the genre being the backbone for Black
men’s voices and how rap could last for an-
other half century.

Remarks have been edited for clarity and
bravery.

AP: You mentioned in your docuseries
that hip-hop was a catalyst for the Black
Lives Matter movement. How so?

Chuck D: It’s a collective where people
felt the same way. It spoke politically to the
injustice regarding George Floyd and was a
spark that connected around the world.

Hip-hop has done the same thing. Hip-hop
ties human beings for their similarities and
knocks the differences to the side. It’s a
movement, when you talk about collective
people feeling similar, enact upon some-
thing and still even stay within the con-
straints of the law. Younger people say,
“OK, listen, we’re going to speak truth to
power right now. We’re going to protest
march. We’re going to show you numbers
that you ain’t seen in a long time about
something you probably didn’t care about.”
That’s hip-hop, right?

During the birth of hip-hop, how did it
help encourage Black voices?

Black men didn’t have a voice. You
might’ve sung records for people who were
fortunate to become recording artists. Our
music has always been code. Hip-hop is the
term for our creativity, maybe for the last SO
years. But before that, we always was cre-
ative and musicianship, vocalization, arts
and craft, and also the movement of dance.
Just that the elements had gotten refined in
another period in the ’70s out of another Big
Bang Theory of sociopolitical environ-
ments. That’s where that voice came out
and it came out culturally. It still speaks
loudly, culturally.

How does your documentary amplify
that notion?

Some people like to deal with hip-hop
where they first started. I think what this
documentary series says is “Nah, this is
where it started.” You might have picked up
on it after you were born in the 1990s and
picked up maybe 2000, but it started before
you.

What do you want people to take away
from your documentary?

I don’t want people to do what they don’t
want to do. If you say you love hip-hop, then
you should be able to know about what you
love. You don’t have to love hip-hop. I used
to ask people straight out, “Do you love hip-
hop?” They would respond “Oh yeah. I love
it.” Then I was ask, “Do you love Black peo-
ple?” They would say “What’s that got to do
with it?” I’'m here to tell you that the culture

JoRDAN STRAUSS, INVISION/AP

Chuck D, of Public Enemy, rounded up several rap greats who offered their firsthand
accounts about the history of hip-hop in a four-part series streaming on PBS platforms.

and the music comes out of the people. So-
metimes your love of it got to infuse and give
something back to the people. That’s the cy-
cle.

How do you feel about hip-hop being
misinterpreted at times?

I’'m12 years older than hip-hop, soI’'m not
in awe of it. I’ve seen the trajectory and my
involvement in it was to see if I can make it
go head-to-head, stand shoulders and shoul-
ders next to everything else that gets
bragged and talked about. I'm a big sports
fan. You know, a lot of people in New York
broke up because the Giants lost. That’s
how they tied into their loyalty for some-
thing that they say that they love. Well, peo-
ple love music, too. They seem to know less
about it than they know about sports, be-
cause sports make sure you’re not stupid.
Stephen A. Smith now is a superstar jour-
nalist who makes sure that if you come in
the room, you’re not stupid about sports.
You can’t go off the top of your head and
freestyle what you think when it’s fact. This
four-part series at least deals with facts, es-
pecially in this misinformation age. Facts
are important. Facts is not opinion, bro.

How have you seen hip-hop transcend?

Africais the future of hip-hop. It’s 54 Afri-
can nations. Not only are they spitting like
crazy, but they’re also braiding languages.

Hip-hop is going to like 3.0 when you talk
about Africa. Hip-hop is there. So that’s the
sustaining power if you want to pay atten-
tion to it.

Do you feel like rappers can still be
commercially successful while being
socially conscious?

Depends on where they are and who
they’re talking to. If you're in France, it
might work for you. Each level that you get
into it, you got to go deeper because you
build a fan base that’s three times harder
than you. If you’re an activist, you’re going
to bring on activists that’s really doing this.
You as an artist could engage on it and
group them together.

Now, as far as what’s going to make that
artist keep a light on or go out and get the
Lamborghini, that’s a personal thing. Mon-
ey is relative. There’s pressure put on the
arts. That’s an illusion. It’s a little unfair to
any art — which is not supposed to bring
you an industry. It’s supposed to be able to
bring a canvas to the world.

What'’s it going to take for hip-hop to live
for another 50 years?

Commitment collective, people recogniz-
ing that this is a part of us and recognizing
more parts of us that have been part of our
cultural history around the world. We got to
recognize the world, too.

Kiss biopic, ‘Shout It Out Loud,” coming to Netflix in 2024

From wire reports

Kiss, the rock band behind hits such as
“Rock and Roll All Nite” and “Detroit Rock
City,” are the latest musicians to get the
biopic treatment.

A film documenting the early days of the
band is expected to premiere on Netflix in
2024.

The band’s longtime manager, Doc
McGhee, offered an update about the pro-
ject, which has been in the works since 2021.

Titled “Shout It Out Loud,” the film is
named after a track from the group’s 1976
gold-selling opus, “Destroyer.”

“It’s a biopic about the first four years of

Kiss. We're just starting it now,” he said
during an interview on The Rock Experi-
ence With Mike Brunn podcast. “We’ve al-
ready sold it, [the deal is] already done, we
have a director. That’s moving along and
that’ll come in ’24.”

While Joachim Ronning, whose credits
include “Maleficent: Mistress of Evil” and
“Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell
No Tales,” was initially attached to helm the
film, McGhee named McG as the director.

The veteran music video auteur, whose
real name is Joseph McGinty Nichol, has
films such as “Charlie’s Angels: Full Throt-
tle” and Netflix’s forthcoming “Family

Leave” to his credit.

Casting has yet to be announced, but the
main roles will focus on Gene Simmons,
Paul Stanley, Peter Criss and Ace Frehley,
and the formation of the group in 1972.

One of the bestselling bands of all time,
Kiss was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame in 2014.

Prince Harry memoir ‘Spare’
getting the parody treatment

First came the Twitter critics, then the
late-night comedians and now the satirists:
Prince Harry’s bestselling memoir “Spare”
is getting the parody treatment.

“Spare Us! A Harrody” will be available
to buy in the U.K. on April S, according to a
report in the L.A. Times. It’s still unclear if
the book will be sold in the U.S.

The satire mocks the famed 38-year-old
prince’s merciless tell-all, published this
year, that skewered the British royal fam-
ily. The original Penguin Random House
book contained unwelcome revelations
about the spare heir — who is sixth in the
British royal line of succession — including
barbs about his sister-in-law Kate Middle-
ton and anecdotes in which he smeared El-
izabeth Arden cream on his frostbitten
“todger” and lost his virginity in a field.
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OPINION

Waiting for Trump indictment is an arresting comedy

By KATHLEEN PARKER
The Washington Post

ith apologies to Samuel Beck-

ett, waiting for Donald Trump

to be arrested is a bit like wait-

ing for Godot to show up. Only
intoday’s comedy, Trump never shows up for
an event that never happens.

Which allows ample time to consider
whether this is good, or bad, for Trump.

Keep in mind it was Trump and not Man-
hattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg who an-
nounced that he’d be arrested Tuesday. Then
Wednesday came and then Thursday, and the
would-be defendant was still on the campaign
trail.

The specificity of his doomsday prophesy
should have been a hint that he was fundrais-
ing rather than girding for a confrontation
with a new archenemy. Within short order of
posting about his dreamed-for arrest,
Trump’s campaign raised $1.5 million. Not a
badtake for an election-denying, rabble-rous-
ingloser. Not to put too fine a point on the mat-
ter.

No one expects Trump to be handcuffed or
perp-walked, though he would prefer such a
show. He would be fingerprinted, however,
photographed for amug shot and swabbed for
New York’s state DNA database.

And to think it all began with an adult-film
star and hush money.

To refresh your memory, Stormy Daniels
allegedly had a fling with The Don long before
he was The Prez. Concerned that she might
spoil everything if Americans found out, es-
pecially in the wake of his infamous boasts
about assaulting women, Trump allegedly di-
rected his sidekick attorney Michael Cohen to
pay her off. More shocking than the deed itself
was the cheap thrill he took Daniels for. Only

$130,000 in exchange for the presidency? She
should sue for something, though I can’t think
what.

According to Cohen, who testified before
the grand jury, he paid Daniels, whose real
nameis Stephanie Clifford, with his own mon-
ey, and Trump reimbursed him for legal fees.
(Trump denies everything, including the al-
leged tryst.) Because the payment was aimed
athelping Trump win the 2016 election, Bragg
might contend, as prosecutors in the Cohen
case did, that the money should have been de-
clared a campaign contribution. Trump did
not report the payment, needless to say.

Forhis part, Bragg may be out of his league.
Given Trump’s record of deceptions and an-
tagonisms, not the least of which was his role
ininspiring the Jan. 6,2021, attack on the Cap-
itol, one would think it not much of a chal-
lenge. But Trump’s record also includes
countless lawsuits, which he files with the
gleeful frequency of a parking-ticket scrib-
bler in the District of Columbia. He loves law-
suits and must be pretty good at the racket —
or at least at hiring lawyers who are.

When Trump essentially bragged that he’d
be arrested Tuesday, it seems he was merely
staging a puppet show. He wouldn’t be arrest-
ed unless he wanted tobe. Once anindictment
isissued, all he hasto dois quietly turn himself
in. But where’s the fun in that? The puppets
were the however-many who crowdfunded
his next foray on the hustings.

And the arrest? We wait.

Bragg’s case centers on the idea that the
Daniels payoff was far above the $2,700 al-
lowed for individual campaign contributions.
By not disclosingit, Trump may have violated
federal tax rules that apply to political cam-
paigns.

Of course, some might think, So the man

had a night out and wanted the broad to keep
her trap shut (Speaking gangster here.) No-
body’s knees got busted. What’s the big deal?

Well, the United States of America got a lit-
tle bruised. Never mind the utter seediness of
Trump — election laws exist to protect us
from thugs and criminals, some of whom
wear nice suits and, apparently, own tanning
booths. But it seems questionable whether
Bragg has a solid indictment — and more’s
the pity. It’'s worth noting that Cohen, who
pleaded guilty in Manhattan federal court to
eight counts, including criminal tax evasion
and campaign finance violations, received a
three-year prison sentence.

Democrats and other anti-Trumpers have
long hoped a criminal conviction would pre-
clude the former president from ever holding
public office again. Would that it were so. No
law says someone can’trunifindicted. Trump
could even serve as president, assuming he’s
not in prison.

In 2016, Trump famously told the audience
at a Christian college: “I could stand in the
middle of Fifth Avenue and shoot somebody,
and I wouldn’t lose any voters.” Whether this
remains true isn’t clear. As of Wednesday, his
“favorable” rating was at 41%, unfavorable at
54.8%. These numbers have been relatively
constant the past two years.

I suppose it’s possible Trump could enjoy
some time in penitential seclusion, depending
on sentencing if convicted, but I wouldn’t bet
the family goat on it. More likely, if he’s indict-
ed at all, Trump will glory in the injustice of
Bragg’s folly, raising millions more for his
second run at the presidency and embolden-
ing his base to save America from traitors.

Hisarrest could happen any daynow. ... Or,
like Beckett’s Didi and Gogo, we could wait
forever for Trump to have his day in court.

Americans need to rediscover the lost art of tolerance

By GARY ABERNATHY
Special to The Washington Post

s the United States grows more

racially, culturally and politically

fractionalized, let’s acknowledge

the obvious: Our diversity does
not automatically make us stronger, as poli-
ticians and activists sometimes proclaim,
but is a major contributor to our polariza-
tion. Our best hope for civil coexistence is
rediscovering the lost art of tolerance.

Cataloguing all the examples of Ameri-
ca’s sweeping multiculturalism is an impos-
sible endeavor. We have enormous diversity
of identity: White. Black. Hispanic. Asian.
Native American. Straight. Gay. Trans.
Nonbinary. More significant is our diversity
of beliefs. Pro-choice. Pro-life. Conserva-
tives. Liberals. MAGA Republicans. Demo-
cratic socialists. Never-Trumpers. Moder-
ates. Libertarians. Gun enthusiasts. Gun-
control advocates. Climate activists. Fossil
fuel defenders. Christians. Jews. Muslims.
Atheists. And more.

Many Americans occupy multiple
groups, and other individuals don’t easily fit
into any specific group. Significant numbers
within certain groups will never accept the
beliefs — or even the right to have a voice —
of other groups. Too often, all they have in
common is an unshakable moral certitude of
the righteousness of their respective causes.
Clearly, our diversity is a big reason for our
national disharmony.

It’s not popular to say that, but most
Americans know it. Just examine the opi-

nions about our growing racial and ethnic
diversity. In 2020, the Pew Research Center
surveyed attitudes about the U.S. Census
Bureau’s forecast that in a couple of dec-
ades, Black, Latino and Asian Americans
will — combined — displace whites as the
majority population. Most respondents said
the development was neither good nor bad.
Eleven percent called it bad. Only 24% de-
clared such a prospect a good thing — up
from 14% in 2016, but far from an endorse-
ment of diversity as, as then-candidate Joe
Biden once tweeted, “our greatest
strength.”

White people are, unsurprisingly, the
least enthusiastic about the shifting popula-
tion shares, Pew found. But interestingly,
fewer than half of Black, Hispanic or Asian
respondents called a more diverse popula-
tion a good development, despite their pro-
jected growth. People of all races and back-
grounds know diversity can be hard. The an-
swer is not to “get the hell away” from each
other, a cartoonist’s rant aside. The better
path is to recalibrate our notion of what a
functional multicultural society looks like.

Straight white religious conservatives —
the group to which I can most relate — face
the biggest adjustment, having long been in
power. But the expanding societal presence
and influence of people of color and
LGBTQ+ Americans should not be stub-
bornly resisted, but graciously accepted.
There will be cultural changes with which
many of us disagree, but that will provide us
the opportunity to demonstrate the toler-

ance toward others that we increasingly
plead for ourselves.

To untangle the destructive conflation of
church and state, evangelicals — the most
partisan religious incarnation of white con-
servatives — must rethink their approach
and their objectives. They have every right
as citizens to participate in government. But
as disheartening as our increasingly godless
society can be to many of us, neither Chris-
tian doctrine — despite its cultural dom-
inance — nor any other religious creed was
intended to be government policy. Besides,
the Bible repeatedly reminds believers not
to be so concerned with the things of this
world.

But progressive Americans must adjust,
too, by exhibiting tolerance for conservative
social and religious beliefs rather than dis-
paraging such views as bigoted or hateful.
They must show more consideration for
people who are asked again and again to re-
ject beliefs and practices that their com-
munities have sincerely held for genera-
tions.

The prospect of our escalating disparity
need not be bleak. If we try, we might dis-
cover that tolerance can lead to a respectful,
peaceful and even fruitful community of
multifaceted people andideas over time. Let
us pray for that — or, for the nonreligious,
hope for it — politely tolerating each other’s
right as Americans to choose either option.

Gary Abernathy, a Washington Post contributing columnist, is a
freelance writer based in the Cincinnati region.
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SCOREBOARD

COLLEGE BASKETBALL AUTO RACING TENNIS PRO BASEBALL

Men’s NIT

Semifinals
Tuesday, March 28
At Las Vegas
UAB vs. Utah Valley St.
North Texas vs. Wisconsjn
Championship
Thursday, March 30
Semifinal winners

Women’s NIT

Quarterfinals
Sunday, March 26
Oregon at Washington
Arkansas at Kansas
Harvard at Columbia
Monday, March 27
Florida at Bowling Green
Semifinals
Tuesday, March 28
Oregon-Washington winner vs. Kansas-
Arkansas winner
Harvard-Columbia winner vs. Bowling
Green-Florida winner, :
Championship
Saturday, April 1
Semifinal winners

PRO SOCCER

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

L T Pts GF GA
New England 4 1 0 12 7 5
Cincinnati 30 2 11 7 4
Atlanta 3 1 1 10 12 9
Orlando City 2 1 2 8 5 4
Columbus 2 21 7 11 8
Nashville 2 21 7 4 2
NYCFC 2 2 1 7 5 6
Philadelphia 2 3 0 6 8 8
Inter MiamiCF 2 3 0 6 6 6
Toronto FC 1 1 3 6 6 5
New York 1 1 3 6 4 4
Chicago 1 1 2 5 7 7
D.C. United 1 3 1 4 7 10
Charlotte FC 1 3 1 4 4 9
CF Montréal 1 3 0 3 3 7

WESTERN CONFERENCE

L T Pts GF GA
SaintLouisSC 5 0 0 15 15 4
Seattle 3 1 1 10 10 2
LAFC 3 0 1 10 9 3
Minnesota 2 0 2 8 5 3
FC Dallas 2 21 7 7 6
Austin FC 2 21 7 6 7
San Jose 2 21 7 4 6
Houston 2 2 0 6 4 5
Portland 1 3 1 4 5 10
Real SaltLake 1 3 0 3 3 9
Vancouver 0 2 3 3 5 7
LA Galaxy 0 1 3 3 2 4
Sporting KC 0 3 2 2 2 7
Colorado 0 3 2 2 2 8

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday’s games

LA Galaxy 0, Portland 0, tie

New York 1, Charlotte FC 1, tie
Columbus 6, Atlanta 1

New England 2,D.C. United 1
Chicago 3, Miami 2

Orlando C|ty 2, Philadelphia 1
Colorado 1, Austin FC 1, tie
Houston 1, ‘New York Clty FCO
Seattle 4, Sportmg Kansas City 1
Vancouver 1, Minnesota 1, tie
Cincinnati 1, Nashwlle 0

Saint Louis Clty SC 4, Real Salt Lake 0
Los Angeles FC 2, FC Dallas 1
Toronto FC 0, San Jose 0, tie

NWSL
L

Pts GF GA

w
w

San Diego
North Carolina
Angel City
Gotham FC
Houston

OL Reign
Orlando
Portland
Louisville
Washington
Chicago
Kansas City 0

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

T
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

OOOOOOOOOOD—')—IE
HFOOOOOOOOOO
[l =N NeNeNe NN

ONOOOOOOOOHR

HWOoOOOOOOOOON

—-
o

Saturday’s games
North Carolina 1, Kansas City 0
San Diego 3, Ch|cago 2
Sunday’s games
OL Reign at Washington
Orlandp at Portlan
Louisville at Houston
Gotham FC at Angel City
Saturday, April 1
Portland at Kansas City
Houston at Chicago
Washington at Lomswlle
OL Reign at Gotham FC
North Carolina at San Diego
Sunday, April 2

Angel City at Orlando

Pit Boss 250

NASCAR Xfinity Series
Saturday
At Circuits of the Americas
Austin, Texas
Lap length: 3.41 miles
(Start position in parentheses)
1. (1) A) Allmendmger, Chevrolet, 46
laps, 0 points.

2.(9) William Byron, Chevrolet, 46, 0.
3.(3) Ty Gibbs, Toyota, 46, 0.
4. (2) Sammy Smlth Toyota, 46, 37.
5. (8) Justin AIIgaler, Chevrolet, 46, 36.
6. (11) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 46, 31.
7. (14) Sam Mayer, Chevrolet, 46 31.
8. (15) Josh Berry, Chevrolet, 46, 35,
9. (4) Sheldon Creed, Chevrolet, 46, 47.
10. (7) Riley Herbst, Ford 46, 32.
11.(26) Brandon Jones Chevrolet 46, 29.
12. (27) Chandler Smith, Chevrolet, 46,

25.
13. (18) Miguel Paludo, Chevrolet, 46, 24.
2314 (25) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet 46,

15. (23) Alex Labbe, Chevrolet, 46, 22.
2116. (29) Anthony Alfredo, Chevrolet, 46,

17. (34) Parker Retzlaff, Chevrolet, 46, 20.
18. (20) Kaz Grala, Toyota, 46, 19.
19. (22) Connor Mosack, Toyota, 46, 18.
20. (32) Ryan Ellis, Chevrolet 46, 17.
21. (21) Jéb Burton, Chevrolet, 46, 17.

12 22.(33) Kyle Weatherman Chevrolet 46,

23.(31) Ryan Sieg, Ford, 46, 23.
24. (13) Aric Almirola, Ford, 46, 0.
17 25. (36) Jeffrey Earnhardt, Chevrolet, 46,

26. (38) Kyle Sieg, Ford, 46, 11.

27.(6) John H. Nemechek Toyota, 46, 18.
28. (24) Josh Bilicki, Chevrolet, 46, 9.

29. (30) Brad Perez, Chevrolet, 46, 8.

30. (35) Joe Graf Jr, Ford, 46, 7.

31. (5) Parker Kl|german Chevrolet 46,

14.

32.(10) Cole Custer, Ford, 45, 5.

33. (3§7) Brennan Poole, Chevrolet, ga-
rage,
34. (28) Brett Moffitt, Ford, engine, 27, 3.
3.3 (16) Sage Karam, Chevrolet engine,

36. (19) Prelston Pardus, Chevrolet, sus-
pension
37 (12) Austin Hill, Chevrolet, engine, 13,

38 (17) Carson Hocevar, Chevrolet,
transmission, 7, 0.
Race statistics

Axerage speed of race winner: 75.256
mph.

Time of race: 2 hours, 5 minutes, 3 sec-
onds.

Margin of victory: 0.853 seconds.

Caution flags: 5 for 7 laps.

Lead changes: 6 among 4 drivers.

Lap leaders: A.Allmendinger 0-14;
S.Creed 15-26; W.Byron 27; S.Creed 28;
P.Kligerman 29 S.Creed 30- 32 A-Allmend-
inger 33-46

Leaders summary (driver, times led,
laps led): A.Allmendinger, 2 times for 28
laps; S.Creed, 3 times for 16 laps; W.Byron,
1 time for 1 lap; P.Kligerman, 1 time for 1

ap.

Wins: AHill, 3; J.Nemechek, 1; S.Smith, 1.

Top 16in points: 1. A.Hill, 249; 2. R.Herbst,
234; 3. J.Nemechek, 220; 4. ). Allga|er,200 5.
CSmlth 196; 6. SMayer 187; 7. S.Smith,
185; 8. S.Creed, 184; 9. JBerry 183; 10.
D.Hemrlc, 176; 11. P.Kllgerman, 156; 12.

C.Custer, 152; 13. R.Sieg, 143; 14. A.Alfredo,
129; 15. BJones, 128; 16. BMoffltt 126.

XPEL 225

NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series
Saturday
At Circuits of the Americas
Austin, Texas
Lap length: 3.41 miles

(Start position in parentheses)
.(7) Zane Smith, Ford, 42 laps, 52 points.
. (2) Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, 42, 0.

) Ty Majeski, Ford, 42, 43.

2) Tyler Ankrum Toyota, 42,37.

) Ross Chastain, Chévrolet, 42, 0.

1) Corey Heim, Toyota 42, 39.
4) Nicholas Sanchez, Chevrolet, 42,

- (3
- (1
- (1
. (1
- (

31.

mm“ummbwmu

. (9) Tanner Gray, Toyota, 42, 29.

. (10) Kaz Grala, Toyota, 42, 0.

10.(13) Ben Rhodes Ford, 42 31.

11. (19) Taylor Gray, Toyota 42 26.

12. (8) Grant Enfinger, Chevrolet, 42, 25.

13. (20) Rajah Caruth, Chevrolet, 42, 24.

14. (15) Stewart Friesen, Toyota, 42, 30.

15. (24) Kaden Honeycutt, Ford, 42, 25.

16. (16) Hailie Deegan, Ford, 4.

17. (18) Lawless Alan, Chevrolet 42 28.
8 (36) Daniel Dye, Chevrolet 42 19.

9. (32) Jake Garcia, Chevrolet, 42, 18.
20 (25) Colin Garrett Toyota, 42 i7.

21 (35) Kris Wright, Chevrolet 42 16.

2. (14) Logan Bearden, Ford, 42 is.
23 (31) Bret Holmes, Chevrolet, 42, 14.
24.(27) Colby Howard Chevrolet 42 13.
25. (29) Timmy Hill, Toyota 42, 12.

26. (30) Mason F|I|pp| Ford, 42 11.
27.(21) Chase Purdy, Chevrolet 42, 10.
28. (33) Dale Quarterley, Toyota, 42 9.
29. (28) Matt DiBenedetto, Chevrolet 41,

9.

30. (5) Chr|st|an Eckes, Chevrolet, sus-
pension, 31,

31. (17) Parker Kligerman, Toyota, elec-
trical, 26, 12.

32 (26)Spencer Boyd, Chevrolet, electri-

12, 5.
33. (32) Matt Crafton, Ford, accident, 11,
"34. (6) Carson Hocevar, Chevrolet, axle,

ca

'35, 2222) Dean Thompson, Toyota, acci-
ent, 4, 2.
36.(23) Ed Jones, Chevrolet, suspension,

o Race statistics
A\hlerage speed of race winner: 77.004

mph.

Time of race: 1 hour, 51 minutes, 36 sec-
on

Mar in of victory: 5.451 seconds.

Caution flags: 3 for 5 laps.

Lead changes: 9 among 5 drivers.

Lap leaders: R.Chastain 0-2; K. Busch 3;
R.Chastain 4-8; Z.Smith 9; C.Eckes 10-12:
T.Majeski 13; K. ‘Busch 14- 19 R.Chastain 20-
22; K.Busch 23-27; Z.Smith 28-42

Leaders summary (driver, times led,
laps led): Z.Smith, 2 times for 16 Iaps,
K.Busch, 3 times for 12 laps; R.Chastain, 3
times for 10 laps; C.Eckes, 1 time for 3 Iaps
T.Majeski, 1 time for 1 lap.

Wins: Z.Smith, 2; C.Eckes, 1
. Top16in pomts. 1.2. Smlth 168; 2.T.Ma-
jeski, 166; 3. B.Rhodes, 150; 4. C.Eckes, 148;
5. G.Enfinger, 131; 6. M.Crafton, 130; 7.
T.Ankrum, 114; 8. M.DiBenedetto, 112; 9.
C.Heim, 110 10. T. Gray, 107; 11. ¢. Purdy,
107; 12.N.Sanchez, 98; 13.S.Friesen, 83; 14.
(7:5Hocevar, 82; 15. T.Hill, 77; 16. C.Howard,

Saturday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

'CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — Optioned SS
Richie Palacios to Columbus (IL).

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Optioned RHP
Josh Staumont and LHPs Josh Taylor and
Richard Lovelady to Omaha (IL).

MINNESOTA TWINS — Reassigned RHPs
Jose De Leon and Jeff Hoffman to minor
league camp.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Reassigned INF
Wilmer Difo and C Rodolfo Duran to minor
league camp.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Reassigned RHP
Riley O'Brien and LHP Tommy Milone to
minor league camp.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Optioned RHP Luis
Patino to Durham (IL).

TEXAS RANGERS — Optloned RHP Joe
Barlow to Round Rock (PCL).

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Reassigned
RHPs Luke Bard, Junior Fernandez, Bow-
den Francis and Matt Peacock and Cs Ste-
vie Berman and Rob Brantly to minor
league camp. Optioned RHPs Thomas
Hatch, Nate Pearson, Zach Thompson and
Trent Thornton to Buffalo (IL). Released
RHP Jay Jackson.

National League

CHICAGO CUBS — Optioned RHP Adrian
Sampson to lowa (IL). Assigned RHP Vinny

Nittoli to minor league camp.

COLORADO ROCKIES — Selected the
contracts of LHP Ty Blach, INF/OF Harold
Castro and INF Mike Moustakas. Placed OF
Sean Bouchard, INF Brendan Rodgers and
LHP Ryan Roligon on the 60- -day IL. Op-
tioned RHPs Jake Bird and Peter Lambert
to Albuquerque (PCL). Reassigned LHP
Fernando Abad, RHP Matt Koch, INF Coco
Il\/lontes and C Jonathan Morales to minor
eag mp.

NEW YORK METS — Agreed to terms with
RHP Dylan Bundy on a minor league con-

tract.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Optioned 1B
Juan Yepez and LHPs JoJo Romero and
Genesis Cabrerato Memphis (IL). Selected
the contract of 2B Taylor Motter from
Memphis. i

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Optioned SS Mat-
thew Batten to El Paso (PCL).

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Optioned
RHP Cole Waites to Sacramento (PCL).
Reassigned RHPs Melvin Adon, Mauricio
Llovera, Kade McClure and M|guel Yajure,

C/INFs Brett Auerbach and Ford Proctor,
OF Stpehen Piscotty and INF Will Wilson to
minor league camp.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Optioned
RHP Paolo Espino and SS Jeter Downs to
Rochester (IL).

FOOTBALL
National Football League

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Re-signed TE
Zach Gentry.

HOCKEY

National Hockey League

BUFFALO SABRES — Recalled LW Lukas
Rousek from Rochester (AHL).

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Reassigned
LW Maxim Golod to Indy (ECHL) from
Rockford (AHL). Signed C Paul Ludwinski
toathree-year, entry-level contract. Reas-
signed G Anton Khudobin to Rockford.

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Recalled
RW Trey Fix-Wolansky and D Jake Chris-
tiansen from Cleveland (AHL).

LOS ANGELES KINGS — Signed D Cole
Krygier to a two-year contract.

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — Reassigned G
(D/k:sti)n Tokarski to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton
NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Activated G
MacKenzie Blackwood from injured re-
serve.

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Signed D Henry
Thrun to a two-year, entry-level contract.
RKSES|gned D Nikolai Knyzhov to San Jose

SEATTLE KRAKEN — Reassigned G Joey
Daccordto Coachella Valley (AHL) onloan.

WINNIPEG JETS — Signed F Parker Ford
to a two-year, entrg IeveI contract.

Major League Soccer
MINNESOTA UNITED — Signed Ms Em-
manuel Iwe and Zaydan Bello to short-
term agreements.
National Women’s Soccer League
CHICAGO RED STARS — Signed F Cheyna
Matthew to a one-year contract wit
one-year option and D Sami Feller to a
three-year contract with a one-year op-
tion and F Brenna Lovera and G Mackenzie
Wood to replacement contracts for in-
Jureg players M Addie McCain and G Emily

HOUSTON DASH — Signed M Sophie
Hirst and Ds Madelyn Desiano and Jyllissa
Harris and G Savannah Madden to one-
year contracts with one-year options.

NJ/NY GOTHAM — Signed M Sinead Far-
relly to a one-year contract.

Miami Open

Saturday
At Hard Rock Stadium
Miami Gardens
Purse: $8,800,000
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Men's Singles
Round of 64
Stefanos Tsitsipas (2), Greece, def. Ri-
chard Gasquet, France, walkover.
Francisco Cerundolo (25), Argentina,
def. Aleksandar Kovacevic, United States,
Chrlstopher Eubanks, United States, def.
Borna Coric (17), Croatia, 3-6, 6-4, 6-2.
Jiri Lehecka, Czech Republlc def. Loren-
z0 Musetti (18), Italy, 6-4, 6-4.
Cristian Garin, Chile, def. Sebastian Baez
Q7), Argent|na,7 6(2) 6-3.
Mackenzie McDonald, United States,
def Matteo Berrettini (19), Italy, 7-6 (8), 7- 6

Alex Molcan, Slovakia, def Yoshihito
Nishioka (28), Japan, 7-6 (5), 1-6, 6-2. i

Quentin Halys, France, def. Alex de Mi-
naur (15), Australia, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (3), 7-6 (8).

Felix Auger-Aliassime (5), Canada, def.
Thiago Monteiro, Brazil, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (8)

Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, def. Daniel Evans
(23), Britain, 4-6, 6-3, 6

Daniil Medvedev (4), Ru55|a def Rober-
to Carballes Baena, Spain, 6-1, 6

Karen Khachanov 84), Ru55|a, def. To-
mas Martin Etcheverry, Argentina, 6-1, 3-6,

Huk_)ert Hurkacz (8), Poland, def. Thanasi
(Ko)kkmakls, Australia, 6-7 (10), 7-6 (7), 7-6

Gregoire Barrere, France, def. Cameron
Norrie (11), Britain, 6-3, 6-2.

Adrian Mannarlno France, def. Ben
Shelton (32), United State_s 6-4, 3-6, 6-1.

Frances Tiafoe (12), United States, def.
go‘suke Watanuki, Japan, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (3),

Women’s Singles
Round of 32

Jelena Ostapenko (24), Latvia, def. Bea-
triz Haddad Maia (13), Brazil, 6-2, 4-6, 6-3.

Zheng Qinwen (23), Ch|na, def. Lludmlla
Samsonova (12), Russia, 5-7, 7-6 (5), 6-3.

Anastasia Potapova (27), Russia, def.
g%co Gauff (6), United States, 6-7 (8), 7-5,

Magda Linette (20), Poland, def Victoria
Azarenka (14), Belarus, 7-6 (3), 2-6, 6-4.

Jessica Pegula (3), United States, def.
Danielle Collins (30), United States, 6-1,7-6

0).

Martina Trevisan (25), Italy, def. Claire
Liu, United States, 4-6, 7-5, 6-4.

Elena Rybakma (10) Kazakhstan def.
Paula Badosa (21), Spain, 3-6, 7-5, 6- 3.

Elise Mertens, Belg|um def. PetraMartic
(29), Croatia, 6- 4 6-3.

Spring training

Saturday’s games

Atlanta (ss) 9, Minnesota (ss) 4
Tampa Bay 4, Boston 2

St. Louis (ss) 3, Miami 2
Atlanta (ss) 9, Minnesota (ss) 4
N.Y. Yankees 8, Philadelphia 3
Kansas City 6, L.A. Dodgers 3
Milwaukee 6, Oakland 5

San Diego 5, Texas 3

L.A. Angels 8, Chicago Cubs 7
San Francisco 7, Seattle (ss) 4
Arizona 4, Seattle (ss) 1
Houston 6, Washington 1
Baltimore 6, Pittsburgh 4
Detroit 4, Toronto 1

St. Louis (ss) 4, N.Y. Mets 4
Chicago White Sox 9, Cincinnati 2
Cleveland 4, Colorado 2

Sunday’s games

St. Louis vs. Houston at Palm Beach, Fla.

Tampa Bay vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla.

Minnesota vs. Boston at Fort Myers, Fla.
b Philadelphia vs. Baltimore at Sarasota,

a.

Pittsburgh vs. Atlanta at North Port, Fla.

Toronto vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla.
i Washington vs. Miami (ss) at Sarasota,

a.

Kansas City vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa,
Ariz.

Cincinnati  (ss) vs.
Goodyear, Ariz.

Colorado (ss) vs. Chicago White Sox at
Phoenix, Ariz.

San Francisco at Oakland at Oakland

Seattle vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz.
i Miami (ss) vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. Lucie,

Cleveland at

M|Iwaukee at Arizona

Cincinnati (ss) vs. Colorado (ss) at
Scottsdale, Ariz.

L.A. Angels at L.A. Dodgers

Monday’s games

Boston vs. Atlanta at North Port, Fla.
| Pittsburgh vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers,
Fla.
N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay
St. Louis vs. Baltimore at Sarasota, Fla.
Philadelphia vs. Toronto at Dunedin, Fla.
San Diego vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz.
Chicago White Sox vs. Chicago Cubs at
Mesa, Ariz.
A Colorado vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix,
riz.
Kansas City at Texas
L.A. Dodgers at L.A. Angels
Cleveland at Arizona
Oakland at San Francisco

Dell Match Play

World Golf Championships
Saturday
At Austin Country Club
Austin, Texas
Purse: $20 million
Yardage: 7,108; Par: 71
(Seedings in parentheses)
Quarterfinals
Sam Burns (13), United States, def.
Mackenzie Hughes (50), Canada, 3 and 2.
Scottie Scheffler (1), United States, def.
Jason Day (32), Australla, 2and 1.
Rory Mcllroy (3), Northern Ireland, def.
Xander Schauffele (6), United States, 1 up.
Cameron Young (15), United States, def.
Kurt Kitayama (19), United States, 1 up.
Fourth round
Mackenzie Hughes (50), Canada, def.
Max Homa (5), United States, 3 and 2.
Sam Burns (13), United States def. Pa-
trick Cantlay (4), United States, 2 and 1.
Jason Day (32) Australia, def. Matt Ku-
char (59), United States, 1 up
Scottie Scheffler (1), Un|ted States, def.
J.T. Poston (43), United States, 1 up.
Xander Schauffele (6), United States,
def. J.J. Spaun (61), United States, 3 and 2.
Rory Mcllroy (3), Northern Ireland, def.
Lucas Herbert (46), Australia, 2 up.
Kurt Kitayama (19), United States, def.
5Andrew Putnam (56), United States, 6 and

“Cameron Youn (15), United States, def.
Billy Horschel (22), United States, 5 and 4.

Corales Puntacana Championship

PGA Tour
Saturday
At Corales Golf Club
Punta Cana, Dominican Republic
Purse: $3.8 million
Yardage: 7,670; Par: 72

Third Round
Nicolai Hojgaard 71-65-66—202 -14
Sam Stevens 69-65-68—202 -14
Wyndham Clark 69-65-69—203 -13
Thomas Detry 70-68-65—203 -13
Tyler Duncan 71-65-67—203 -13
Matt Wallace 67-66-70—203 -13
Ricky Barnes 68-70-66—204 -12
Austin Eckroat 69-69-66—204 -12
Martin Trainer 69-70-65—204 -12
Brice Garnett 66-70-70—206 -10
Ben Martin 66-72-69—207 -9
Vincent Norrman 71-70-66—207 -9
Matthias Schwab 71-68-68—207 -9
Akshay Bhatia 73-63-72—208 -8
Brent Grant 69-69-70—208 -8
Harry Hall 71-68-69—208 -8
Scott Harrington 70-72-66—208 -8
Henrik Norlander 72-67-69—208 -8
Kevin Chappell 70-70-69—209 -7
Austin Cook 70-68-71-209 -7
Doug Ghim 69-71-69—-209 -7
Bill Haas 69-70-70—209 -7

Drive On Championship

LPGA Tour

Saturday
Gold Canyon, Ariz.

a-Prospectors Course (Host Course)
6,690 yards; Par 72
b-Lost Gold Course
7,350 yards; Par 72
Purse: $1.8 million
Third Round

Celine Boutier 69a-66a-65a—200 -16

Moriya Jutanugarn 67a-65a-69a—201 -15
Alison Lee 65a-69a-67a—201 -15
Hae-Ran Ryu 70a-67a-64a—201 -15
Celine Borge 71a-68a-63a—202 -14
Ariya Jutanugarn 75a-64a-63a—202 -14
Na Rin An 67a-67a-69a—203 -13
Georgia Hall 68a-67a-68a—203 -13
Charley Hull Tla-66a-66a—203 -13
Sei Young Kim 69a-67a-67a—203 -13
Cheyenne Knight T2a-65a-66a—203 -13
Jin Young Ko 70a-65a-68a—203 -13
Annie Park 70a-65a-68a—203 -13
Hinako Shibuno T4a-64a-65a—203 -13
Jenny Shin 65a-67a-71a—203 -13
Maddie Szeryk 67a-65a-71a—203 -13
Lilia Vu 67a-66a-70a—203 -13
Amy Yang 70a-70a-63a—203 -13
Ally Ewing T1a-67a-66a—204 -12

Ayaka Furue 68a-69a-67a—204 -12

The Galleri Classic

Champions Tour
Saturday
At Dinah Shore Tournament Course
Rancho Mirage, Calif.
Purse: $2.2 million
Yardage: 7,112; Par: 72
Second Round

David Toms 65-70—135 -9
Kevin Sutherland 66-70—136 -8
Steven Alker 68-69—137 -7
Rocco Mediate 67-70—137 -7
Harry Rudolph 70-67—137 -7
Steve Stricker 69-68—137 -7
Fred Couples 68-70—138 -6
Brian Gay 68-70—138 -6
Paul Goydos 71-67—138 -6
Padraig Harrington 67-71—138 -6
Miguel Angel Jimenez 70-68—138 -6
Brett Quigley 67-71—138 -6
Vijay Singh 67-71—138 -6
Mike Weir 70-68—138 -6
Michael Allen 69-70—139 -5
Doug Barron 71-68—139 -5
Alex Cejka 69-70—139 -5
Thongchai Jaidee 71-68—139 -5
David McKenzie 71-68—139 -5
Rod Pampling 67-72—139 -5
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Jokic, Nuggets top
Bucks in clash of

conference leaders |

Associated Press

DENVER — Nikola Jokic had
31 points and 11 assists, Jamal
Murray finished with 26 points
and nine assists, and the Denver
Nuggets beat the Milwaukee
Bucks 129-106 on Saturday night
in a late-season showdown of the
NBA'’s conference leaders.

Michael Porter Jr. scored 19
points for West-leading Denver
(50-24), which outscored East-
leading Milwaukee 68-40 in the
second half.

Giannis Antetokounmpo scored
31 points — just seven in the sec-
ond half — and grabbed nine re-
bounds for the Bucks (53-20).

“It’s better to win games, but
our goal is to do something in a
playoffs,” Jokic said.

The battle of the top teams in
each conference — and two
strong MVP candidates — was
more competitive than the teams’
first meeting, won by the Bucks
107-99. Then, the Nuggets held
out four starters — Jokic, Murray,
Porter and Kentavious Caldwell-
Pope — in the game in Milwaukee
on Jan. 25. Denver had played the
night before in New Orleans and
opted to rest its stars.

The circumstances were re-
versed, with the Bucks having
played in Utah on Friday night.

“We still play, still got to be bet-
ter, there’s no excuses about
that,” Khris Middleton said. “But
I’'m sure for a lot of fans, a lot of
people out there, they’d love to see
healthy teams, or not coming off
back to backs.”

Antetokounmpo scored 24

points on 11-for-14 shooting in the
first half, with all but one of those
field goals coming at the rim.
Murray (20 points) and Jokic (17

Nets aren’t expecting Simmons to return this season

points) kept Denver within three
at the break, and then the Nuggets
outscored Milwaukee 34-19 in the
third quarter to take a 97-8S lead.

Jeff Green dunked on Anteto-
kounmpo to open the fourth as the
Nuggets’ lead swelled to 1S points.
Grayson Allen hit a three-pointer
to cut it to 103-91 with 9:54 left, but
Milwaukee went scoreless for
4:10 while Denver built a 111-91
lead.

“It was an amazing dunk,” Jok-
ic said of Green’s dunk. “I didn’t
think he was going to do it. He al-
most fell down, so it was a really
nice dunk.”

Antetokounmpo went to the
bench with 5:54 left and didn’t re-
turn.

Suns 125, 76ers 105: Devin
Booker scored 29 points, Bismack
Biyombo added 17 points, 13 re-
bounds and five blocks, and host
Phoenix snapped a three-game
losing streak.

Phoenix got good minutes from
most of their bench players, par-
ticularly Terrence Ross and T.J.
Warren. Warren finished with 16
points, while Ross had 15. Booker
shot 9-for-18 from the field and hit
all nine of his free throws.

The Suns won despite a huge
game from Sixers guard Tyrese
Maxey, who finished with 37
points on 14-for-19 shooting, in-
cluding 7-for-11 from three-point
range. Joel Embiid added 28
points and 10 rebounds.

Kings 121, Jazz 113: Kevin
Huerter scored 27 points, had
seven rebounds and four assists
and host Sacramento beat Utah.

Domantas Sabonis finished
with 16 points, 15 rebounds and
seven assists for his NBA-leading
60th double-double of the season.

Davip ZaLuBowski/AP

Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo, right, looks to drive against
Nuggets center Nikola Jokic during the first half on Saturday in

Denver. The Nuggets won 129-106.

Harrison Barnes added 18 points.
Keegan Murray scored 14 of his
22 total points in the first quarter
and knocked down six three-
pointers for the Kings.

Jazz rookie Walker Kessler
scored a career-high 31 points. He
added 11 rebounds and finished
14-for-16 from the floor.

Nets 129, Heat 100: Mikal
Bridges scored 27 points, and vis-
iting Brooklyn opened the third
quarter on a 31-6 run on the way to
leapfroggin Miami into the No. 6
spot in the Eastern Conference.

Cam Johnson added 23 points
and Spencer Dinwiddie scored 15
for the Nets (40-34), who snapped
a five-game slide. They’re only a
half-game up on Miami (40-35) in
the race for the sixth and final
guaranteed playoff berth, but
swept the Heat 3-0 this season.

Max Strus scored 23 for the
Heat, all of them in the first half.

Hawks 143, Pacers 130: John
Collins led seven teammates in
double figures with 21 points and
host Atlanta overcame Jordan
Nwora’s season-high 33 points
and protected its shaky hold on

the No. 8 spot in the Eastern Con-
ference playoff standings

Trae Young was ejected in the
third quarter after firing an un-
usually hard pass to referee Scott
Wall during a timeout. Wall
caught the ball. Young was imme-
diately called for a technical foul
and ejected. Young had 14 points
and five assists.

Tyrese Haliburton scored 19
points and Buddy Hield had 16 for
Indiana.

Pelicans 131, Clippers 110:
Trey Murphy I1I scored 32 points,
Brandon Ingram had 32 points
and 13 assists, and visiting New
Orleans never trailed against Los
Angeles.

C.J. McCollum had 21 points,
eight rebounds and eight assists
for the Pelicans, who have won
four in a row.

Bones Hyland scored 18 points
for the Clippers, who have lost
three of four.

At risk of falling out of the play-
in tournament with a loss, the
energized Pelicans started out
hot, scoring the first eight points,
and never let up.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

w L Pct GB
x-Milwaukee 53 21 .716 —
x-Boston 51 23 .689 2
x-Philadelphia 49 25 .662 4
Cleveland 47 28 627 6%
New York 42 33 560 11%
Brooklyn 40 34 541 13
Miami 40 35 .533 13%
Atlanta 37 37 .500 16
Toronto 36 38 .486 17
Chicago 35 38 479 17%
Washington 33 41 446 20
Indiana 33 42 440 20%:
Orlando 31 43 419 22
Charlotte 24 51 .320 29%
Detroit 16 58 .216 37

Western Conference

w L Pct GB
y-Denver 50 24 .676 —
y-Memphis 46 27 630 3%
Sacramento 45 29 .608 5
Phoenix 39 35 .527 11
L.A. Clippers 39 36 .520 11'%2
Golden State 39 36 .520 11%:
Minnesota 37 37 .500 13
L.A. Lakers 37 37 .500 13
New Orleans 37 37 .500 13
Oklahoma City 36 38 .486 14
Dallas 36 38 .486 14
Utah 35 39 473 15
Portland 32 41 438 17
San Antonio 19 55 .257 31
Houston 18 56 .243 32

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

Friday’s games

Washington 136, San Antonio 124
Boston 120, Indiana 95

Toronto 118, Detroit 97

Memphis 151, Houston 114
Charlotte 117, Dallas 109
Milwaukee 144, Utah 116

Chicago 124, Portland 96
Sacramento 135, Phoenix 127
Golden State 120, Philadelphia 112
L.A. Lakers 116, Oklahoma City 111

Saturday’s games

Atlanta 143, Indiana 130

Brooklyn 129, Miami 100

Denver 129, Milwaukee 106
Sacramento 121, Utah 113
Phoenix 125, Philadelphia 105
New Orleans 131, L.A. Clippers 110

Sunday’s games

Dallas at Charlotte
Chica?o at L.A. Lakers
Brooklyn at Orlando
Houston at Cleveland
Memphis at Atlanta

San Antonio at Boston
Washington at Toronto
Oklahoma City at Portland
Minnesota at Golden State

Monday’s games

Dallas at Indiana
Milwaukee at Detroit
Houston at New York
Phoenix at Utah
Philadelphia at Denver
Minnesota at Sacramento
New Orleans at Portland
Chicago at L.A. Clippers

Tuesday’s games

Boston at Washington
Cleveland at Atlanta

Miami at Toronto

Charlotte at Oklahoma City
Orlando at Memphis

New Orleans at Golden State

By Tim REYNOLDS
Associated Press

MIAMI — The Brooklyn Nets are not ex-
pecting guard Ben Simmons to play again
this season, though no final decision will be
made until the three-time All-Star meets
with a back specialist, coach Jacque
Vaughn said Saturday.

Simmons is currently sidelined with what
the Nets say is a nerve impingement — the
condition where tissue or bone compresses
nerve fibers — in his back.

Saturday’s game at Miami marked the
16th in a row that Simmons has missed, and
his 32nd absence in 74 Nets games this sea-
son.

“For me as a coach,
there’s some things that I
can control, some things
that I can’t control,”
Vaughn said. “What I
can’t control is the im-
pingement. What I can
control is getting this
group ready to play. And
then in all honesty, the realism that he’s
probably not going to join us for the rest of
the year ... certainty will come once he con-
tinues to be looked at by specialists.”

The Nets announced Friday that Sim-
mons will continue being sidelined “while
we determine the best long-term course of

»

"y

Simmons

treatment.” What that means still isn’t fully
clear, and the Nets won’t know until Sim-
mons is further examined.

“We’re going to lean into the specialist
and the consultation and I think those an-
swers will come from the specialists,”
Vaughn said.

Simmons is a three-time All-Star who
didn’t play at all last season, first citing
mental health issues and then a back injury.
He started last season with Philadelphia,
then was sent to Brooklyn in the trade that
brought James Harden to the 76ers.

He has missed games this season for a va-
riety of reasons, including left knee sore-
ness, a left calf strain and the back problem.

Simmons’ numbers this season are, by
far, the worst of his career. He’s averaging
only 6.9 points — he’s never been below 14.3
points per game in any of the other four sea-
sons in which he played — and is shooting
44% from the foul line.

Helast played Feb. 15, around the time he
told reporters that he was uncertain about
his role with the team and prompting
Vaughn to say in response that the team also
wasn’t sure how it would be able to use Sim-
mons with new lineups following the trades
of Kyrie Irving and Kevin Durant.

Simmons is making $35.4 million this sea-
son, and is due $78.2 million more over the
next two seasons.
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Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
y-Boston 72 56 11 5 117 271 154
Toronto 72 43 20 9 95 248 201
TampaBay 74 42 26 6 90 253 230
Florida 73 36 30 7 79 255 251
Buffalo 72 35 31 6 76 258 267
Ottawa 73 35 33 5 75 231 238
Detroit 72 31 32 9 71 209 238
Montreal 73 29 38 6 64 211 270

Metropolitan Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

x-Carolina 71 47 16 8 102 238 184
x-New Jersey 73 46 19 8 100 256 201
N.Y.Rangers 73 43 20 10 96 247 198
N.Y.Islanders 74 37 28 9 83 219 205
Pittsburgh 73 36 27 10 82 235 236
Washington 74 34 32 8 76 236 231
Philadelphia 72 28 32 12 68 195 236
Columbus 72 23 42 7 53 196 285

Western Conference

Central Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Minnesota 73 42 22 9 93 219 198
Dallas 73 39 20 14 92 251 204
Colorado 71 42 23 6 90 236 197
Winnipeg 74 41 30 3 85 222 209
Nashville 71 36 27 8 80 202 213
St. Louis 72 33 33 6 72 230 261
Arizona 73 27 34 12 66 204 253
Chicago 72 24 42 6 54 177 258

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 73 46 21 6 98 242 205
Los Angeles 72 42 20 10 94 251 230

Edmonton 73 41 23 9 91 286 247
Seattle 72 40 24 8 88 253 231
Calgary 74 33 26 15 81 238 232
Vancouver 72 33 34 5 71 247 268
Anaheim 73 23 40 10 56 189 297
San Jose 73 19 39 15 53 209 286

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

x-clinched playoff spot

y-clinched division

Saturday’s games

Philadelphia 3, Detroit 0
Boston 2, Tampa Bay 1
Seattle 7, Nashville 2

Los Angeles 4, Winnipeg 1
Calgary 5, San Jose 3
Buffalo 2, N.Y. Islanders 0
Minnesota 3, Chicago 1
N.Y. Rangers 4, Florida 3
Montreal 8, Columbus 2
Carolina 5, Toronto 3
Vancouver 3, Dallas 1
New Jersey 5, Ottawa 3
Pittsburgh 4, Washington 3
Vegas 4, Edmonton 3, OT
St. Louis 6, Anaheim 3

Sunday’s games

Colorado at Arizona
Boston at Carolina
Toronto at Nashville
Vancouver at Chicago
St. Louis at Los Angeles

Monday’s games

Florida at Ottawa

Montreal at Buffalo

New Jersey at N.Y. Islanders
Seattle at Minnesota
Colorado at Anaheim
Edmonton at Arizona

Tuesday’s games

Columbus at N.Y. Rangers
Montreal at Philadelphia
Nashville at Boston
Pittsburgh at Detroit
Tampa Bay at Carolina
Vancouver at St. Louis
Dallas at Chicago

Los Angeles at Calgary
Edmonton at Vegas
Winnipeg at San Jose

Wednesday’s games
Florida at Toronto
N.Y. Islanders at Washington
Minnesota at Colorado
Scoring leaders
Through Sunday
GP G A PTS

Connor McDavid, EDM 73 60 79 139

Leon Draisaitl, EDM 71 45 67 112
Nikita Kucherov, TB 74 28 74 102
Matthew Tkachuk, FLA 70 35 62 97
David Pastrnak, BOS 72 49 46 95
Mitch Marner, TOR 72 28 65 93

Nathan MacKinnon,COL 60 31 62 93
Elias Pettersson, VAN 70 33 58 91
Jason Robertson, DAL 73 41 50 91

Bruins clinch

Associated Press

BOSTON — The Boston Bruins
are winning so much that clinch-
ing their division didn’t merit any
celebration. Captain Patrice Ber-
geron didn’t even realize it had
happened.

Garnet Hathaway scored the
tiebreaking goal late in the second
period and the NHL-best Boston
Bruins wrapped up first place in
the Atlantic Division with their
sixth straight victory, 2-1 over the
Tampa Bay Lightning, on Satur-
day.

The win was the Bruins’ S6th
and moves them one behind the
club record set in 1970-71. It also
keeps them on pace to set the NHL
record for victories in a regular
season with 10 games left. The De-
troit Red Wings won 62 in 1995-96
and Tampa Bay matched it in its
final regular-season game (at TD
Garden in Boston) in 2018-19.

“I forgot because things were
happening so quickly,” Bruins
first-year coach Jim Montgomery
said when asked what he told his
team about winning the division.
“We didn’t actually talk about the
Atlantic Division, but its a tremen-
dous feat with 10 games left.”

Bergeron added a power-play
goal for the Bruins and Linus Ull-
mark made 26 saves, raising his
record to 36-S-1.

“Last game, you mean?” Berge-
ron said when asked about win-
ning the division. Informed it had
happened Saturday, he said: “Oh
really.”

Victor Hedman had a shor-
thanded score for the Lightning
and Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped
32 shots. Tampa Bay has lost four
straight.

“I thought we played physical. I
thought we played the way we
want to play,” Hedman said.
“That’s kind of the mindset we
went in with and talked (about)
before the game. I’'m proud of the
guys the way we battled today.”

Kings 4, Jets 1: Viktor Arvids-
son had two goals and host Los An-
geles matched its longest point
streak in franchise history.

Drew Doughty had a goal and
an assist and Alex Iafallo netted a
power-play goal for Los Angeles,
which has earned points in 11
straight games for the fourth time.
The last was 2013-14, when the
Kings won their second Stanley
Cup. Joonas Korpisalo stopped 25
shots for Los Angeles.

Arvidsson — who has 22 goals
on the season — has fourin the last
four games, while Doughty has
found the net four times in the last
five games.

Pierre-Luc Dubois scored for
Winnipeg and Connor Hellebuyck
made 2S5 saves.

Devils 5, Senators 3: Jack
Hughes had a goal and an assist,
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The Bruins’ Garnet Hathaway (21) celebrates his goal with teammates during the second period against
the Tampa Bay Lightning on Saturday in Boston. The Bruins won 2-1 to clinch the Atlantic Division.

Mackenzie Blackwood had 25
saves and host New Jersey defeat-
ed Ottawa to clinch a playoff
berth.

New Jersey could have clinched
its first postseason berth since
2018 with a win, but it happened
before the first intermission when
Florida lost to the New York Ran-
gers in regulation.

Jesper Bratt, Dawson Mercer
and Dougie Hamilton scored for
the Devils, and Tomas Tatar add-
ed an empty-netter with 42.3 sec-
onds left to put things away.

Brady Tkachuk, Thomas Cha-
bot and Mark Kastelic scored for
the Senators. Dylan Ferguson had
30 saves.

Penguins 4, Capitals 3: Evgeni
Malkin beat Darcy Kuemper on a
breakaway with 1:20 left in regula-
tion to lift host Pittsburgh over
Washington.

Alex Ovechkin scored his 42nd
goal of the season and 822nd of his
career during a furious third-peri-
od rally by the Capitals that saw
them erase a three-goal deficit.
Washington drew even when Dy-
lan Strome flipped the puck into
an open net with 2:44 to go in reg-
ulation.

Ryan Poehling and Chad Ruh-
wedel scored a little over two min-
utes apart in the second period for
Pittsburgh. Jake Guentzel added
his team-high 32nd goal early in
the third before Washington
scrambled back. Casey DeSmith
made 31 saves.

Rangers 4, Panthers 3: Patrick
Kane scored the tiebreaking goal
early in the third period as visiting
New York rallied from two goals
down to beat Florida.

Kaapo Kakko, Alexis Lafre-

niere and Filip Chytil each had a
goal and an assist to help New
York win for the eighth time in 10
games. Jaroslav Halak stopped 31
shots to snap a four-game skid (0-
2-2) and get his first win since Feb.
11 at Carolina.

Kraken 7, Predators 2: Eeli
Tolvanen scored twice and Phi-
lipp Grubauer made 14 saves in
visiting Seattle’s win over Nash-
ville.

Jared McCann had a goal and
two assists. Daniel Sprong, Adam
Larsson, Matty Beniers and OIl-
iver Bjorkstrand also scored for
Seattle, which entered Saturday
holding the top spot in the Western
Conference’s wild-card race.
Vince Dunn had two assists.

Flyers 3, Red Wings 0: Carter
Hart made 29 saves, Scott Laught-
on scored and host Philadelphia
won its third straight with a shu-
tout of Detroit.

Kieffer Bellows also scored and
Tyson Foerster had an empty-net-
ter for Philadelphia in a matchup
of two of the Eastern Conference’s
worst teams.

Sabres 2, Islanders 0: Kyle Ok-
poso scored with 6Y2 minutes re-
maining, Eric Comrie stopped 27
shots for his second career shutout
and visiting Buffalo beat New
York.

Jeff Skinner added an empty-
net goal to help Buffalo win its sec-
ond straight after losing the previ-
ous four.

Flames 5, Sharks 3: Tyler Tof-
foli scored two goals and host Cal-
gary kept its playoff hopes alive by
beating San Jose.

MacKenzie Weegar, Walker
Duehr and Nazem Kadri added
the others for Calgary, which won

for just the second time in its last
nine games at the Saddledome (2-
5-2). Jacob Markstrom made 28
saves. With the victory, the
Flames climbed back to within
four points of the Winnipeg Jets,
who occupy the second wild-card
spot in the Western Conference.

Wild 3, Blackhawks 1: Ryan
Hartman scored with 1:11 remain-
ing in the third period and host
Minnesota topped Chicago.

Ryan Reaves and Frederick
Gaudreau also scored for Minne-
sota, and Filip Gustavsson made
22 saves in goal.

Canadiens 8, Blue Jackets 2:
Rafael Harvey-Pinard scored
three goals for his first career hat
trick and host Montreal beat Co-
lumbus.

Hurricanes 5, Maple Leafs 3:
Sebastian Aho scored his team-
leading 32nd goal of the season
with 2:26 remaining to lift host
Carolina past Toronto.

Canucks 3, Stars 1: Brock
Boeser scored the go-ahead goal
in the second period and visiting
Vancouver held Dallas scoreless
on four power plays, including one
late in the third period.

Golden Knights 4, Oilers 3
(OT): Nicolas Roy scored the win-
ning goal 2:26 in overtime, Jack
Eichel had a goal and two assists
and visiting Vegas topped Edmon-
ton for its fourth straight victory.

Roy was left alone in front of Ed-
monton’s net and shot in his own
rebound past Stuart Skinner for
the win.

Blues 6, Ducks 3: Brayden
Schenn and Kasperi Kapanen had
two goals and an assist apiece in
visiting St. Louis’ win over Ana-
heim.
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Nola vs. deGrom highlights openers

By WILL GRAVES
Associated Press
he Texas Rangers aren’t
wasting any time in see-
ing what they have in Ja-
cob deGrom.

The ace right-hander, who
signed a five-year, $185 million
contract with the Rangers in the
offseason, will face Philadelphia’s
Aaron Nola when the 2023 Major
League Baseball season opens on
Thursday.

All 30 clubs will be in action that
day for the first time since 1968.

This will be deGrom’s fourth ca-
reer opening day start. The two-
time Cy Young winner got the nod
from 2019-21 while pitching for the
New York Mets. Texas has been
cautious with deGrom during
spring training after the 34-year-
old reported tightness in his left
side right before team workouts
began in February.

His work over the past month
hasbeen solid enough that the Ran-
gers did not hesitate in making de-
Grom the seventh different pitcher
to get the ball on opening day for
the team in the past seven years.

“Early, we had to hold him back
alittle bit, but we think he’s good to
go,” new Texas manager Bruce
Bochy said. “We have the day off
after opening day, so we can cover
him. We’re not looking for him to
take us real deep in the game or
anything. So this just makes all of
the sense in the world to us.”

Nola, by contrast, has been a fix-
ture for the Phillies. The 29-year-
old will make his sixth opening day
start for Philadelphia. Only Hall of
Famers Robin Roberts (12) and
Steve Carlton (10) have started
more season openers in Phillies
history.

Eight Cy Young winners in all
will take the mound on March 30,
including Corey Kluber, who will
make his first start for Boston
when the Red Sox face Baltimore.
Kluber is the first newcomer to
start Boston’s first game since Da-
vid Price in 2016.

Miami’s Sandy Alcantara will be
the first Marlins pitcher to start
four straight openers when he
takes on three-time Cy Young win-
ner Max Scherzer and the New
York Mets. Alcantara, a unani-
mous choice for the NL Cy Young
in 2022, will break a tie with Josh
Beckett (2003-05) and Josh John-
son (2010-12) for most opening-day
starts in club history. Scherzer is
one of five pitchers since 1900 to
record 10 or more strikeouts on
opening day at least three times in
their career.

This is the second time in as
many years that Cy Young winners
will face each other on opening
day. Cleveland’s Shane Bieber and
Kansas City’s Zack Greinke met

ABBIE PARR/AP

Rangers pitcher Jacob deGrom will start on Opening Day against Phiadelphia and Aaron Nola. Texas made
the announcement Friday and then deGrom struck out six in 3%; shutout innings on Saturday.

last spring.

Angels star Shohei Ohtani, fresh
off leading Japan to the World Ba-
seball Classic title, will make his
second straight opening day start
for Los Angeles. Ohtani set career-
highs last year in wins (15), ERA
(2.33), strikeouts (216) and innings
pitched (166). Ohtani and the An-
gels begin the season against Oak-
land left-hander Kyle Muller, who
will be making his first opening-
day start.

New York Yankees ace Gerrit
Cole will join C.C. Sabathia, Jack
Chesbro and Mel Stottlemyre as
the only pitchers in team history to
start four straight opening days

when the Yankees host the San
Francisco Giants.

Framber Valdez will start for
World Series champion Houston
when the Astros host the Chicago
White Sox.

The youngest opening-day start-
er will be Cincinnati’s Hunter
Greene. The hard-throwing 23-
year-old will match up with Mitch
Keller and the Pittsburgh Pirates.
Greene struck out 164 hitters in
125% innings as a rookie last sea-
son. Greene also pitched 7% no-hit
innings against the Pirates last
April, only to take the loss.

Washington’s Patrick Corbin is
hopeful that getting the start on

CHRis O’'MEARA/AP

Phillies first baseman Rhys Hoskins lies on the ground after getting
injured during a spring training game on Thursday.

opening day will lead to a better
season than the ones he endured in
2021 and 2022. Corbin led the ma-
jors in losses each of the past two
seasons, going 9-16 witha 5.82 ERA
in 2021, then 6-19 with a 6.31 ERA
last year. But with Stephen Stras-
burg still sidelined by injury and
top prospect Cade Cavalli out for
the year following Tommy John
surgery, the Nationals are turning
to one of the few pieces remaining
from the team that won the 2019
World Series.

Second opinion

Philadelphia Phillies first base-
man Rhys Hoskins will get a sec-
ond opinion on his injured left
knee, but the team believes Hos-
kins will miss all of the 2023 season.

General manager Dave Dom-
browski said while Hoskins will be
re-evaluated, he would be
“shocked” if the 30-year-old Hos-
kins did not require surgery to re-
pair a torn ACL.

Hoskins hit 30 homers with 79
RBIs last season for the reigning
National League champions.

He was backing up to play a
chopper on Thursday when the
ball popped out of his glove. Soon
after, he fell to the ground and be-
gan clutching his left knee. Team-
mates gathered around him before
he was taken off of the field.

The Phillies will turn to Darick
Hall to replace Hoskins. Hall, 27,
hit .250 with nine home runs and 16
RBIs in 41 games as a rookie in
2022.

“I do feel comfortable to say that
we do like Darick Hall a lot,” Dom-
browski said. “We think he’s ready

to step up and be a big-league
player.”

The injury was another blow for
the Phillies, who will be without top
pitching prospect Andrew Painter
for another few weeks because of a
sprained ligament in his right el-
bow. And slugger Bryce Harper
isn’t expected back until around
the All-Star break after undergo-
ing Tommy John surgery in No-
vember.

Going the extra Mile(s)

No more contract uncertainty
for St. Louis Cardinals starter
Miles Mikolas. The veteran right-
hander signed a three-year, $55.75
million contract with the Cardinals
that will carry through the 2025
season.

The new deal replaces his cur-
rent contract, a four-year deal
signed in February, 2019 that cov-
ered the 2020-23 seasons and was
set to expire this fall. Mikolas will
receive a $5 million signing bonus
payable July 1 and will make $18.75
million in 2023 and $16 million in
each of the following two seasons.
There are several award bonuses
available to Mikolas, including
$250,000 for winning a Cy Young.

Mikolas is scheduled to make the
second opening-day start of his ca-
reer Thursday when the Cardinals
host Toronto. Mikolas went 12-13
with a 3.29 ERA last season while
helping St. Louis to the NL Central
title.

“Miles stands among the top
pitchers in the game today, and has
continued to provide a steady pres-
ence for us both in the rotation and
inside the clubhouse,” St. Louis
general manager John Mozeliak
said in a statement.

All in the family

Gerrit Cole’s head was down as
he walked toward the New York
Yankees dugout at the end of his fi-
nal spring training start on Friday
when something — or make that
someone — caught his eye: Cole’s
2-year-old son Caden.

The younger Cole made his way
to the railing next to the dugout,
forcing Cole to switch gears imme-
diately from his typically hyper-in-
tense demeanor on the mound to
well, simply being Dad. He patted
Caden on the head and later got
down on one knee to chat with Ca-
den’s younger brother Everett —
born in January — and wife Amy
close by.

“Honestly that’s one of the top
moments of my career,” Cole told
the YES Network after allowing
one runin 5% innings with no walks
and three strikeouts. “That was re-
ally special. I look forward to more
of those moments.”
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Virginia Tech guard Georgia Amoore drives to the basket past Tennessee guard Tess Darby, right, during

the first half of a Sweet 16 game of the NCAA Tournament on Saturday.

Virginia Tech keeps rolling,
tops Tennessee in Sweet 16

Associated Press

Throughout this historic season
for Virginia Tech, coach Kenny
Brooks has repeated the belief
that Elizabeth Kitley is the best
player for the Hokies, but Georgia
Amoore is the most important.

It was proven again Saturday
with Amoore carrying Virginia
Tech to a level it’s never reached
in program history.

Amoore scored a career-high 29
points and the top-seeded Hokies
advanced to the Elite Eight for the
first time in school history with a
73-64 win over No. 4 seed Tennes-
see.

“I just want to win. All we have
to do is keep winning to get people
to talk about us, so we’ll keep try-
ing to win,” Amoore said.

The Hokies (30-4) won their
14th straight game overall and ad-
vanced to a matchup with No. 3
seed Ohio State in the Seattle 3 Re-
gional final on Monday night.

Amoore and the Hokies used a
dominant stretch spanning the
end of the second quarter and be-
ginning of the third that built
enough of a cushion to hold off
Tennessee’s valiant rally over the
final 12 minutes.

Amoore attempted 19 three-
pointers in the Hokies’ second-
round win, but shot only 14 this
time around.

“She’s only doing now what we
see all the time. When the Kkids
have to go out and guard her, they
really tighten up their shoestrings
because they know that there’s
something that can happen,”
Brooks said. “But she’s phenome-
nal. She’s as good as anybody in
the country, in my opinion. She’s

Scoreboard

SEATTLE4
Regional Semifinals

Friday, March 24
Louisville 72, Mississippi 62
lowa 87, Colorado 77

Regional Championship

Sunday, March 26

lowa vs. Louisville

GREENVILLE 2
Regional Semifinals
Friday, March 24
Miami 70, Villanova 65
LSU 66, Utah 63
Regional Championship
Sunday, March 26
LSU vs. Miami
GREENVILLE 1
Regional Semifinals
Saturday, March 25
South Carolina 59, UCLA 43
Maryland 76, Notre Dame 59
Regional Championship
Monday, March 27
South Carolina vs. Maryland

SEATTLE 3
Regional Semifinals
Saturday, March 25

Virginia Tech 73, Tennessee 64
Ohio St. 73, UConn 61

Regional Championship
Monday, March 27

Virginia Tech vs. Ohio St.

playing with the utmost confi-
dence and she’s been playing like
this ever since we really started
this stretch.”

Kayana Traylor added 14 points
and Kitley scored 12 points de-
spite sitting a big chunk of the first
half with foul trouble.

“I'm just so happy that I landed
at such an amazing spot where we
did exactly what we wanted to,”
Kitley said. “And it hasn’t been
easy and it’s taken coach Brooks a
few years, but what he’s done with
the program and the amount of
time is incredible.”

Jordan Horston led Tennessee
(25-12) with 17 points. Rickea

Jackson scored 15 and Jordan
Walker added 12.

Greenville 1 Region

South Carolina 59, UCLA 43:
The reigning national champion
Gamecocks turned in their latest
overwhelming defense-and-re-
bounding-first performance to
beat the Bruins.

Aaliyah Boston had eight points,
14 rebounds and two blocks, and
Kamilla Cardoso had 10 points for
the Gamecocks (35-0), the top
overall tournament seed. It was
South Carolina’s 41st consecutive
victory and secured the program’s
sixth trip to the Elite Eight under
Dawn Staley.

The Gamecocks will play for
their fifth trip to the Final Four in
Monday’s Greenville 1 Region fi-
nal against No. 2 seed Maryland.

Charisma Osborne scored 14
points to lead the Bruins (27-10),
who were in the Sweet 16 for the
first time since 2019.

Maryland 76, Notre Dame 59:
Diamond Miller scored 14 of her
18 points in the final two quarters
to lead the second-seeded Terra-
pins over the depleted Irish and
into the Elite Eight for the first
time in eight years.

Shyanne Sellers also had 18
points for Maryland (28-6), which
used a third-quarter burst to put
away Notre Dame (27-6). Mary-
land will play South Carolina on
Monday for a Final Four berth.

Sonia Citron led the Fighting
Irish with 14 points, their only dou-
ble-figure scorer. Notre Dame
was again without leading scorer
Olivia Miles, who injured a knee in
the ACC Tournament.

Ohio State halts
UConn’s streak

Huskies had been to 14 straight Final Fours

By Douc FEINBERG
Associated Press

SEATTLE — UConn’s record
Final Four run is over, thanks to a
monumental performance by
Ohio State.

The Buckeyes ended UConn’s
unprecedented streak of reaching
14 consecutive Final Fours, beat-
ing the Huskies 73-61 on Saturday
in the Sweet 16 of the women’s
NCAA Tournament.

“The problem with streaksis the
longer they go, you’re closer to it
ending than you are to the begin-
ning of it,” UConn coach Geno Au-
riemma said. “It’s just a matter of
time. I mean, it’s not if it’s going to
happen. It’s just a matter of time
when it’s going to happen. And it
was going to happen sooner rather
than later.”

Cotie McMahon scored 23
points for the Buckeyes, who
snapped their three-decade Elite
Eight drought. The Buckeyes
hadn’t made a regional final since
1993, when they eventually lost in
the title game to Texas Tech.

“When I had the opportunity to
come to Ohio State, this was cer-
tainly the goal and the vision to go
farther than they have been go-
ing,” said coach Kevin McGuff,
whohad neverbeaten UConn. “It’s
not easy to get here, obviously. But
I’'m really proud of our team and
our program of how we’ve evolved
to be able to get to this point.

“Like I said, I mean, I have so
much respect for Geno and his
staff and all that they have accom-
plished. So for us to be able to win
this game in the Sweet 16 is ob-
viously extremely significant.
They’re just hard to beat. They’re
so well-coached. So this is a great
win for us.”

The third-seeded Buckeyes
(28-7) forced No. 2 seed UConn
(31-6) into 25 turnovers, ending the
Huskies’ season before the nation-

al semifinals for the first time in 14
seasons. UConn hadn’t been elim-
inated this early since 2006.

“It’s an impossibility to do what
wehave done already,” Auriemma
said. “What’s the next highest
streak? ... And you take that in
stride and you say, yeah, it was
greatwhileitlasted andit’sacredit
to all the players that we had and
all the times that you have to per-
form really, really well at this lev-
el.”

Ohio State will play Virginia
Tech on Monday night in the Seat-
tle 3 Region final with a trip to Dal-
las at stake. The Hokies beat Ten-
nessee 73-64.

Ohio State, which had to rally
from a double-digit deficit in the
first round against James Madi-
son, used full-court pressure to
disrupt the Huskies’ offense.

“Our press is what we rely on,
and sticking together and talking
through it,” said Ohio State’s Jacy
Sheldon, who had 17 points and
went 10-for-10 from the foul line.
“We knew UConn was going to be
ready for us, so we knew we were
going to have to stay consistent
throughout the game.”

This has been the most trying
year of Auriemma’s Hall of Fame
career. UConn was beset by inju-
ries and illnesses to both players
and coaches, including a torn ACL
that sidelined star Paige Bueckers
all season. It got sobad the Huskies
had to postpone a game when they
didn’t have enough scholarship
players.

“We picked the worst day to ac-
tually be doing the things that
we’ve been struggling with all year
long,” Auriemma said in a sideline
interview during the game.

Lou Lopez Senechal scored 25
points for the Huskies, Azzi Fudd
had 14, and Ohio State transfer
Dorka Juhasz finished with 13
points and 10 rebounds.

STEPHEN BRASHEAR/AP

UConn forward Aaliyah Edwards attempts to drive past Ohio State
forward Eboni Walker, left, and guard Rikki Harris on Saturday.
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Larranaga asks for transparency on deals

Miami coach says NIL agreements
should be publicized by all schools

By Eric OLsoN
Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Miami
coach Jim Larrafiaga wants to
know how much money athletes at
other schools are making through
name, image and likeness deals.

It’s only fair, he said, since no
school has had
the values of its
athletes’ deals
publicized more
than Miami.

“I think every-
body should be
transparent,” he
said at a news
Pack conference Sat-
urday ahead of his team’s NCAA
Tournament Midwest Region fi-
nal aganst Texas. “Why is it hid-
den behind the curtain? Why? You
can go on a website and check out
anybody’s salary in the NBA.

“There are a lot of schools that
do the same thing we do. We just
don’t know about it because it’s not
public knowledge. Why not? Why
are we afraid of sharing that infor-
mation?”

Larranaga said full disclosure is
important for competitive reasons
and also so the NCAA or Congress
can have more information at
their disposal when, and if, they
bring clarity and uniformity to
NIL rules.

Nijel Pack’s two-year, $800,000
contract with Miami booster John
Ruiz is the most publicized NIL
deal since the NCAA began allow-
ing college athletes to make mon-

ey off their popularity. ACC player
of the year Isaiah Wong’s $100,000
deal with Ruiz also became public
knowledge.

Though the terms of twins Ha-
ley and Hanna Cavinder’s deals
have not been publicized, the two
reportedly have made millions of
dollars during their time playing
women’s basketball at Fresno
State and now Miami.

Larranaga said television net-
works, shoe companies, universi-
ties, athletic directors and coach-
es make lots of money off college
sports and that the athletes de-
serve a cut.

“I hope they get as many great
deals as they can because I think
eventually they have to learn how
to handle money,” he said. “So at
their young age, if they learn it,
maybe they’ll find out. I don’t
know how many of these guys are
spending every cent they get, but I
know a lot of NBA guys did that
and ended up bankrupt. I think
that’'s a learning experience.
That’s why you’re in college any-
way.”

There have been concerns
raised that publicizing the amount
of money athletes make could
cause jealousy and splinter locker
rooms.

Larranaga said NIL hasn’t
changed the dynamic, as far as
he’s concerned.

“These guys have to get along
on the court and off the court,” he
said. “If you can’t handle that as a
coach, you probably couldn’t han-
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HaNs PENNINK/AP

Miami head coach Jim Larrainaga wants schools to publish the name, image and likeness deals their
athletes are making, for competitive reasons and so the NCAA or Congress can have more information at
their disposal if they ever bring clarity and uniformity to NIL deals.

dle it when a guy was complaining
about playing time or ‘I didn’t get
enough shots.””

Wong disputed a report last
year that, upon learning of Pack’s
deal, he threatened through his
agent to transfer if his NIL deal
wasn’t beefed up.

Larranaga said he’s seen no
problems between the two.

“They hitit off day one,” he said.
“Why? Because they love playing

basketball.”

Jordan Miller vouched for his
coach, especially when it comes to
Pack’s deal.

“At the end of the day, he’s our
teammate, and everybody’s happy
for him,” Miller said.

Larranaga said he couldn’t
speculate on whether athletes
would be paid as employees of
universities some day.

For now, the most important

thing is to set firm guidelines for
NIL and to make sure athletes are
educated about how to manage
their money.

“Guys like Michael Jordan and
Magic Johnson and LeBron
(James), they make life-changing
money, life-altering money,” Lar-
ranaga said. “These young kids,
they might not get that chance be-
yond this. So they need an educa-
tion about it.”

First: K-State's Nowell didn't get much help

FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP

Florida Atlantic’s Vladislav Goldin grabs a
rebound over Kansas State’s Markquis
Nowell during Saturday’s East Region final
of the NCAA Tournament in New York.

Wichita State in 2013. The Owls are the
third No. 9 to get that far since seeding be-
gan in 1979.

“Honestly, all the things people say just
fuels us to go out there and play even har-
der,” said Bryan Greenlee, who scored 16
points before fouling out. “They can say
whatever they want, say we’re a Cinderella
team, say we don’t belong, but we’ve con-
stantly proven people wrong all season.”

Nowell, the S-foot-8 native New Yorker —
@MrNewYorkCityy on Twitter — was in-
credible again at Madison Square Garden,
with 30 points, 12 assists and five steals. In
the Sweet 16, Nowell set the NCAA Tourna-
ment record with 19 assists in an overtime
win against Michigan State. He didn’t get
enough help this time.

Nae’Qwan Tomlin was the only other
player in double figures for Kansas State
(26-10) with 14 points. Keyontae Johnson,
the Wildcats’leading scorer, fouled out with
nine points.

“Keyontae played 18 minutes, and that’s
why he was neutralized,” said first-year
Kansas State coach Jerome Tang, who took
over a team that went 14-17 last season.

Martin scored 17 points, including a huge
three-pointer down the stretch, the 7-foot-1
Vladislav Goldin had 14 points and 13 re-
bounds, and Michael Forrest made four
clutch free throws in the final 20 seconds for
the Owls, who held steady as the Wildcats
made one last push.

Cam Carter made a three from the wing
with 22.8 seconds left to cut FAU’s lead to
75-74 and Kansas State sent Forrest to the
line with 17.9 seconds left. The senior made
both to make it a three-point game.

Nowell found Tomlin inside for a layup
with 8.6 seconds left to cut the lead to one
again, and again K-State sent Forrest to the
line. With 6.9 remaining, he made them
both.

With no timeouts left, Nowell rushed
down the court, gave up the ball to Ismael
Massoud outside the three-point line — and
never got it back. FAU’s Johnell Davis
swiped it away and time ran out.

“I was trying to get Ish a shot,” Nowell
said. “Coach wanted Ish to set the screen,
and I waved it off because I felt like on the
right side of the court, that’s where Ish hits
most of his shots. And they closed out hard
to him, and he didn’t get his shot off.”

Nowell was named the most outstanding
player of the region after his final collegiate
game, but FAU turned out to be the best
team.

“I gave my heart and soul to this universi-
ty, to this team,” Nowell said. “I maximized
everything I had inside of me to see these
guys happy.”

As the Owls built their lead in the final
minutes, Kansas State fans who had packed
the building became anxiously quiet and
the “F-A-U!” chants started to rise.

The Owls rushed the floor to celebrate a
historic moment for the school. FAU didn’t
even have a basketball program until the
late 1980s and has only been in Division I for
the last 30 years.

“I’m living the dream right now,” Forrest
said.

FAU held up to Tennessee’s bully ball in
the Sweet 16 and dropped a 40-point second
half on the best defense in the nation to
eliminate the Southeastern Conference
team.

Against one of the Big 12’s best, FAU
dominated the boards, 44-22, and became
the first team from C-USA to to reach the
Final Four since Memphis in 2008.
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UConn guard Jordan Hawkins celebrates during the second half of Saturday’s West Region final of the
NCAA Tournament against Gonzaga in Las Vegas. Hawkins finished with 20 points.

UConn wallops Gonzaga
to earn Final Four berth

By JoHN MARSHALL
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — The critique of
UConn under coach Dan Hurley
had been the program’s inability
to win in March.

Consecutive first-round NCAA
Tournament exits meant the Hus-
kies were good, not great — cer-
tainly not anywhere in league with
the UConn women’s program.

In perhaps the maddest March
of all, the Huskies proved they are
elite again, putting in another
dominating performance a few
hours after the UConn women had
a rare misstep.

Jordan Hawkins scored 20
points and UConn overwhelmed
its fourth straight NCAA Tourna-
ment opponent, earning its first
trip to the Final Four in nine years
with an 82-54 blowout of Gonzaga
on Saturday night.

“I think it becomes a little bit of
a mental hurdle, especially like
early rounds of the NCAA Tourna-
ment where you feel like maybe
the burden of the history and tra-
dition and first-round games,
maybe even second-round
games,” Hurley said. “The climb
to get to this point has been real
and it’s been more challenging
than I thought.”

The Huskies (29-8) have felt
right at home in their first extend-
ed March Madness run since win-
ning the 2014 national champion-
ship, playing their best basketball
of what had been an up-and-down
season.

UConn controlled the usually
efficient Bulldogs at both ends in

Scoreboard

EAST REGIONAL
Semifinals
At New York
Thursday, March 23
FAU 62, Tennessee 55
Kansas St. 98, Michigan St. 93, OT
Regional Championship
Saturday, March 25
FAU 79, Kansas St. 76
SOUTH REGIONAL
Semifinals
At Louisville, Ky.
Friday, March 24
San Diego St. 71, Alabama 64
Creighton 86, Princeton 75
Regional Championship
Sunday, March 26
San Diego St. vs. Creighton
MIDWEST REGIONAL
Semifinals
At Kansas City, Mo.
Friday, March 24
Miami 89, Houston 75
Texas 83, Xavier 71
Regional Championship
Sunday, March 26
Texas vs. Miami
WEST REGIONAL
Semifinals
At Paradise, Nev.
Thursday, March 23
UConn 88, Arkansas 65
Gonzaga 79, UCLA 76
egional Championship
Saturday, March 25
UConn 82, Gonzaga 54
FINAL FOUR
At Houston
National Semifinals
Saturday, April 1
San Diego St.-Creighton winner vs. FAU
Texas-Miami winner vs, UConn
National Championship
Monday, April 3
Semifinal winners

the West Region final, building a
23-point lead early in the second
half to waltz right into the final
section of the bracket.

Those first-round exits are now
well in the rearview mirror. So is
that midseason funk.

These elite Huskies did what
the UConn women couldn’t for
once and are headed to Houston,
where they will play either Texas

or Miami.

UConn has a pretty good track
record once it gets this far, too:
The Huskies are 8-1 all-time in Fi-
nal Four games.

“We’ve got a lot to prove,” said
Andre Jackson Jr., who had eight
points, 10 assists and nine re-
bounds. “We still have a chip on
our shoulder.”

The Bulldogs (31-6) didn’t have
the same second-half magic they
had in a last-second win over
UCLA in the Elite Eight.

Gonzaga allowed UConn to go
on a late run to lead by seven at
halftime and fell completely apart
after All-American Drew Timme
went to the bench with his fourth
foul early in the second half.

The Zags shot 33% from the
field — 7-for-29 in the second half
— and went 2-for-20 from three-
point range to stumble in their bid
for a third Final Four since 2017.

“UConn was just terrific tonight
and we didn’t have any answers,
especially when kind of every-
thing really didn’t bounce our
way,” Gonzaga coach Mark Few
said. “And we can’t absorb a game
like that when our offense is as bad
as it was tonight.”

Alex Karaban scored 12 points
and Adama Sanogo had 10 points
and 10 rebounds for UConn.

Timme had 12 points and 10 re-
bounds, receiving a warm ovation
after being taken out of his final
collegiate game with 1:50 left.

The Zags started off like they
had a Vegas hangover, firing off
two air-balled three-pointers and
a wild runner by Timme.

Bulldogs’ Timme
ends storied career

By MARK ANDERSON
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Gonzaga was
down 10 points early in the second
half Saturday night in the West
Region final against UConn, but
Julian Strawther had just secured
a defensive rebound, and perhaps
the Bulldogs had a run in them.

But then came a whistle. Zags
forward Drew Timme had picked
up his fourth foul. Shortly thereaf-
ter, it became clear that Gonzaga’s
NCAA Tournament run would
end.

Without him, the third-seeded
Bulldogs weren’t a match for No. 4
seed UConn, which pulled away to
win 82-54 and end Timme’s col-
lege career.

Timme, who gained fame for his
masterful inside moves and
world-class mustache, put togeth-
er perhaps the finest college ca-
reer in recent memory. He was a
throwback for his crafty low-post
game and for spending four years
at the same school.

“I'm just so thankful that the
program and the place took me for
who I was,” Timme said. “They
didn’t ask me to be anybody but
myself. I'm forever in debt for
Gonzaga, just the love I have for
just everyone that helped me and
made this journey so special and
so fun. I just don’t think I could ev-
er repay that.

“I’d do anything for Gonzaga. I
always will. This isn’t a goodbye;
it’s a see-you-later.”

The emotions were clear on
Timme’s red face, which he cov-
ered with a towel a handful of
times. He sniffled as the postgame
news conference was about to be-
gin.

But Timme held it together
when the questions came, includ-
ing about the fourth foul less than
three minutes into the second half.
That came after he was whistled
for a charge just 26 seconds into
the half.

“The bottom line is they were
the better team tonight,” Timme
said of UConn. “They made more
shots. They got the S0-50 balls. Re-
gardless of whether we want to
say what-ifs, the refs didn’t control
that game.”

Timme, who had 12 points and
10 rebounds against the HusKies,
departs knowing he left a mark not
only at Gonzaga but on college
hoops.

He owns the Gonzaga record
with 2,307 points and led the Zags
to the Sweet 16 in each of the past
three seasons and the national title
game in 2021.

“I think he’s one of the greatest
college players in this modern
era,” coach Mark Few said. “He’s
won at the highest level. We
leaned on him as hard as we’ve ev-
er leaned on a player, and he deli-
vered time and time and time
again.

“But that’s just a small piece of
it. He’s a bigger-than-life charac-
ter. It was a blast to coach him.”

Gonzaga will have a new man in
the middle next season, and the
Bulldogs got a taste of what that
experience will be like when
Timme sat for about three min-
utes and UConn rolled to a 5S8-37
lead.

By the time Timme re-entered
the game, the Huskies were well
on their way to their fourth dou-
ble-digit victory in as many
games.

Davip BECKER/AP

Gonzaga forward Drew Timme hugs head coach Mark Few after being
taken out of the game during the final minutes of Saturday’s 82-54
loss to Connecticut in the Elite Eight of the NCAA Tournament.
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‘Ohio State denies UConn 15th straight
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Florida Atlantic’s Alijah Martin
dunks over Kansas State’s
David N’'Guessan during the

first half of Saturday’s Elite

Eight game of the NCAA
Tournament in New York.

PHoTos BY ADAM HUNGER/AP

FAU reaches first Final Four

No. 9 seed Owls withstand Nowell, K-State

Florida Atlantic head coach Dusty May cuts a piece of the the net after
the Owls won 79-76 to earn a spot in the Final Four.

By RaLpH D. Russo
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Alijah Martin sent a message early
for upstart Florida Atlantic, soaring to the basket for
aone-handed jam and chirping with the Kansas State
players about his poster moment at Madison Square
Garden.

“They’re going to label us whatever, but we’re
some pit bulls and Rottweilers,” Martin said.

Now they can call the ninth-seeded Owls a Final
Four team.

Martin and FAU withstood another huge game by
Kansas State’s Markquis Nowell and brushed off a
deficit in the final eight minutes to beat the Wildcats
79-76 on Saturday night.

FAU (35-3), making its second appearance in the
NCAA Tournament and first since 2002, won the East
Region and will play the winner of Sunday’s South
Region final between Creighton and San Diego State.

INSIDE
Connecticut routs Gonzaga

to win West Region final
Page 23

“I expect the prognosticators to pick us fifth in the
Final Four,” fifth-year FAU coach Dusty May said.

In one of the most unpredictable NCAA Tourna-
ments ever — all four No. 1 seeds were out by the Elite
Eight — the Owls from Conference USA typify the
madness.

The winningest team in Division I this season had
never won an NCAA Tournament game before rip-
ping off four straight, all by single digits, to become
the first No. 9 seed to reach the Final Four since

SEE FIRST ON PAGE 22

Red-hot Bruins clinch Atlantic Division title . w. s [VMANIILIRINY]



