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WAR IN UKRAINE

Shifting perceptions ;

Russia’s failures in Ukraine imbue Pentagon with newfound confidence

BY GREG JAFFE AND DAN LAMOTHE
The Washington Post
or more than a decade, the Pentagon, pinned
down in Afghanistan, followed China’s rise as
a global power and Russia’s ambitious mili-
tary modernization program with growing
alarm. The consensus in Beijing, Moscow and
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among some in Washington was that an era of U.S.
global dominance was rapidly coming to an end.
But one month into Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
senior Pentagon officials are brimming with new-
found confidence in American power, spurred by

SEE SHIFTING ON PAGE 8

A Ukrainian soldier stands
on a destroyed Russian
vehicle on Saturday in

Kharkiv, Ukraine.

EFrem Lukatsky/AP

General: Air Force faces uphill climb to hit recruiting targets

By JoHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes
STUTTGART, Germany — The U.S.
Air Force will struggle to hit its recruit-
ing goal this year as it confronts the
toughest hiring environment in nearly
a generation, the two-star general in
charge of its efforts to enlist new mem-

bers told Stars and Stripes.

Thomas

And the long-term trends appear
equally ominous, Maj. Gen. Ed Tho-
mas said Thursday during a stop at a
U.S. military base in Stuttgart.

Thomas, who is in Europe to meet
with recruiters and other military offi-
cials at bases in Germany, Italy and the
United Kingdom, said the push is now
on to make up lost ground.

“The theme right now for us, from
Tokyo to Aviano, is presence, pres-
ence, presence,” said Thomas, com-
mander of the U.S. Air Force Recruit-
ing Service. “No teleworking. We need
to be in offices, schools, public spaces.
Our message: We are hiring.”

Thomas first raised the recruitment
alarm in a January memo to his staff

that said “we have warning lights flash-
ing.” For example, the number of pos-
sible recruits classified on a “qualified
and waiting” list was about half of what
it has historically been, Thomas wrote.
Now, the Air Force, like the other ser-
vices, is grappling with a math problem,

SEE UPHILL ON PAGE 3
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British Museum to remove Sackler family name

Associated Press

LONDON — The British Mu-
seum will remove the Sackler
name from galleries, rooms and
endowments following global out-
rage over the role the family
played in the opioid crisis.

The museum is the latest cultur-
al institution to cut ties with the
Sacklers. The Sackler name has
beenremovedinrecentyearsfrom
wings and galleries at institutions
including the Louvre in Paris and
the Serpentine Gallery in London.

The British Museum said it had

MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

mutually agreed on the move with
trustees of the Raymond and Be-
verly Sackler Foundation, which
has supported the museum for
more than 30 years.

“The British Museumi s grateful
for the Foundation’s past support,
and the Trustees appreciate their
cooperation in coming to this
agreement as we now move the
museum into a new era and pre-
sent our incredible collections in
different ways fornew audiences,”
museum Chairman George Os-
borne said in a statement.

Military rates
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EXCHANGE RATES

South Korea (Won) 1,226.24
Switzerland (Franc) 0.9309
Thailand (Baht) 33.59
Turkey (New Lira) 14.8354

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
ratesareinterbankrates provided forreference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 3.50
Interest Rates Discount rate 1.00
Federal funds market rate 0.08
3-month bill 0.54
30-year bond 2.60
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Airman completes 1,000-mile footrace

By WyarT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

The first active-duty service
member to compete in the Idita-
rod Trail Invitational passed the
finish line on Thursday, complet-
ing the grueling 1,000-mile-long
Alaska footrace in 26 days.

Maj. Joshua Brown, 42, a surgi-
cal nurse with the 673rd Surgical
Operations Squadron at Joint
Base Elmendorf-Richardson, set
off on foot Feb. 27 from Knik Lake,
about S0 miles north of Anchor-
age, the Air Force said in a news
release March 18. Tethered be-
hind him was a sled holding food,
gear and other needed supplies.

Thursday afternoon Brown
crossed the finish line in Nome on
the state’s western coast, accord-
ing to the website trackleader-
s.com, which monitors move-
ments through GPS devices car-
ried by participants.

Brown is the first service mem-
ber to compete in the race since it
began 20 years ago, the Air Force
said.

A native of Portland, Ore., now
living in Eagle River, Alaska,
Brown is married and a father of
three.

“I can only imagine what’s go-
ing through his mind right now,”
Jon Richner, a longtime friend
who hiked the first 350 miles of the
trail with Brown, told Stars and
Stripes in a phone interview from
his home near Seattle on Tuesday
as Brown neared the finish.

Richner managed to talk with
him twice since he left trail.

“He’s been in a couple of places

where he’s had cellphone cover-
age,” Richner said. “He was pret-
ty upbeat.”

The main difficulty Brown
faced was stomach problems that
forced him to slow his pace for a
couple days, Richner said. Brown
hiked through temperatures that
dropped to minus 30 degrees last
weekend.

Founded in 2002, the Iditarod
Trail Invitational, or ITI, was in-
spired by the famed Iditarod Sled
Dog Race. There are no dogs in the
ITI, however, with all participants
competing on foot, skis or bikes.

Athletes must qualify for the
race by completing the first 350
miles of the course during a previ-
ous year. The race accepts only 75
competitors for the full 1,000-mile
course.

Race organizers tout it on their
website as “the world’s longest
and toughest winter race” that
draws only “the most intrepid and
prepared adventurers.”

The course includes seven
checkpoints that offer minimal
lodging, an opportunity for racers
to warm up, rest up and stock up.

Participants must finish the
race within 30 days, a timeline
that requires hiking into the night,
Richner said.

“You have to keep moving out
there to finish the course,” he said.
“You only get a couple hours of
sleep every day.”

While nights are colder than
days, hiking in the dark has one
great advantage.

“The ground is more frozen so
it’s easier to pull stuff,” he said.

;‘.

>
Patrick SuLLivan/U.S. Air Force

Air Force Maj. Joshua Brown, dressed in black jacket and pants, walks amid fellow participants as the
Iditarod Trail Invitational kicks off Feb. 27 at Knik Lake, Alaska.

“When the sun is out it can soften
up the trail.”

Richner, 56, said he met Brown
in 2003 and since that time the pair
have participated in evermore
challenging races and obstacle
courses.

“The human body is a fascinat-
ing thing,” Richner said. “It’s
amazing what it will do for you if
you put it to the challenge. You ob-
viously have to know your limita-
tions.”

He and Brown completed the

350-mile ITI last year, and Richn-
er said he had no plans to hike the
course again.

“But when [Brown] said he’d
signed up for the 1,000, I thought
he might like to have some compa-
ny,” Richner said. “It gets kind of
lonely, so I finagled my way in for
the first part of the course as well.”

Few competitors are left on the
trail for that final 600 miles.

“You are alone,” he said. “You
are very much alone out there.”

In Richner’s experience, stay-

ing focused on short-term goals
keeps a hiker mentally focused.

“This is where I’'m going today,”
he said. “This is what I’m shooting
for. One day at a time - that’s my
perspective. I suspect Josh is the
same way: I want to get to the next
point.”

“My hat’s off to anyone who
steps up to do this,” he said.

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
Twitter: @WyattWOlIson

Fort Hood soldiers sentenced for human smuggling operation

New York Daily News

A pair of Fort Hood soldiers were sen-
tenced to time behind bars after they were
linked to a human smuggling operation un-
covered in Texas last year.

The soldiers, Isaiah Gore, 21, and Denerio
Williams, 22, both of them active duty,
pleaded guilty in December to conspiring to

transport undocumented aliens, according
to a statement released by U.S. Attorney
Jennifer B. Lowery on Friday. They were
sentenced to 2%2 years and 2 years in prison,
respectively. Both soldiers also received
three years of supervised release after their
prison time is up.

An investigation into the scheme re-

vealed that Gore actively recruited people
to pick up undocumented immigrants while
Williams and other soldiers served as driv-
ers, who then took the immigrants else-
where in Texas in exchange for money.

In handing down the prison terms, Judge
Marina Garcia Marmolejo noted that Gore
and Williams, as soldiers in the Army, were

“not the average citizen,” which warranted
harsher sentencing. The judge additionally
emphasized that the suspects wore their
military uniforms, knowing that it would
help them evade arrest.

One more soldier, Ivory Palmer, has also
pleaded guilty and sentencing is pending in
his case.

Uphill: Despite domestic drop-off, USAF still

FROM PAGE 1

he said.

The Air Force recruitment goal is 27,452
new airmen by Sept. 30. Halfway into the
fiscal year, 9,920 new recruits are in uni-
form and 5,314 have signed contracts, ac-
cording to Air Force data.

“We will struggle to meet our recruiting
goal for fiscal year 2022,” Thomas said.
“This is really the hardest recruiting envi-
ronment since about 1999.”

For starters, there is an overall labor
shortage in the U.S., where unemployment
rates are at historic lows and the military is
in a battle for talent with the civilian sector,
Thomas said.

Then there is the aggregate effect of
recruiters largely being absent for two
years from schools, county fairs and other
public meeting places because of the coro-
navirus pandemic, he said.

Studies show that there is no replacement
for face-to-face meetings with potential
recruits, Thomas said.

Also, research indicates that fewer young
Americans have an interest in military ca-
reers, and the number has dropped sharply
during the pandemic, he said.

The lack of interest in military service is
part of a broader cultural disconnect be-
tween the military and the civilian world
that will pose long-term recruiting chal-
lenges, Thomas said.

recruiting well in overseas military community

Then factor in that roughly 75% of young
Americans don’t qualify to begin with be-
cause of a growing obesity problem and oth-
er health and medical issues, and the
squeeze is on, he added.

“That is staggering,” Thomas said. “That
is a very troubling statistic, not just for us
but for America.”

Assuming public life is set to soon return
to more of a post-pandemic normal, Tho-
mas expects a numbers bump because
recruiters will be back in force in the public
square. Still, any boost could be short-lived.

“We are pedaling uphill into headwinds,”
he said. “We think this is longer-term be-
cause the math problem doesn’t go away.”

One bright spot is the overseas military

community, where Air Force recruiters are
on target to meet all their goals, Thomas
said.

“The European theater, it is family busi-
ness when it comes to recruiting. The ad-
vantages we do have here is the kids have
exposure to the military,” he said. “So we
are depending on the military family to
come and serve.”

But even that is a “double-edged sword,”
Thomas said, because it reinforces a civil-
ian and military divide among the U.S. pop-
ulation and does little to solve the underly-
ing problem of reaching Americans with no
family military connection.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
Twitter: @john_vandiver
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A member of the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force takes position
during a joint military drill with U.S. Marines southwest of Tokyo.

Japan OKs higger budget
to host US, boost accord

By MAaR1 YAMAGUCHI
Associated Press

TOKYO — Japan’s parliament
on Friday approved a new agree-
ment with the United States, en-
dorsing Japanese government
spending exceeding $8 billion for
hosting U.S. troops as the two
sides strengthen their military al-
liance in the face of a growing
threat from China and North Ko-
rea in the region.

The $8.6 billion host nation sup-
port budget covers the purchase
of advanced arsenals used in their
joint military exercises, as well as
utilities and facilities used by the
U.S. troops and their Japanese
employees working on American
bases in the country through

March 2027.

The upcoming five-year budget
includes a new funding category
of up to $164 million for the pur-
chase of advanced virtual combat
training systems for joint exercis-
es between the two forces.

The roughly $1.6 billion for the
first year is included in the fiscal
2022 national defense budget — a
record $44 billion — beginning in
April.

Japan’s government now de-
scribes the host-nation support
budget as necessary for strength-
ening the alliance, rather than for
“kindness” as it used to be consid-
ered.

Japan has been expanding its
defense budget and capability for

about a decade and is now revis-
ing its key national security strat-
egy in the face of threats from
China, North Korea and now Rus-
sia.

Japan is especially concerned
about Chinese military activity in
waters in the East China Sea sur-
rounding the Japanese-controlled
Senkaku islands, which Beijing
also claims and calls Diaoyu.

Japan has significantly expand-
ed its joint drills with the United
States as well as other partners in-
cluding Australia, India, France,
Britain and Germany that share
concern about China’s push for its
territorial claims in the region,
which has some of the world’s
busiest sea lanes.

Romania, US partner
in Mideast naval group

By J.P. LAWRENCE
Stars and Stripes

Personnel from the Romanian
navy will soon join U.S. sailors at
Naval Support Activity Bahrain.

Romania is the ninth country to
join amaritime coalition formed to
prevent attacks on commercial
shipping in the Middle East, a
statement by U.S. Naval Forces
Central Command said Saturday.

Romanian navy personnel will
serve atthe headquarters ofthe In-
ternational Maritime Security
Construct, which is based in Bah-
rain with U.S. Sth Fleet, the state-
ment said.

“We are excited to welcome Ro-

mania to the team,” Vice Adm.
Brad Cooper, commander of U.S.
Naval Forces Central Command,
U.S. Sth Fleet and Combined Mar-
itime Forces, said in the statement.

The International Maritime Se-
curity Construct, founded in 2019,
includes Bahrain, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates, as
well as non-Middle Eastern coun-
tries such as Albania, Estonia,
Lithuania, the United Kingdom
and the United States.

The organization’s operational
arm, Coalition Task Force Senti-
nel, recently participated in U.S.-
led training exercises in the Per-
sian Gulf, Arabian Sea, Gulf of

Louis StaaTs/U.S. Navy

The guided-missile destroyer USS Winston S. Churchill participates in
joint training in the Bab el Mandeb Strait, on Nov. 20, 2020.

Oman, Red Sea and the northern
Indian Ocean.

This unit was founded to “deter
state-sponsored malign activity
and reassure the merchant ship-
ping industry in the Bab al-Man-
deb and Strait of Hormuz,” the
statement said.

Several transport ships were at-
tacked in the region in 2021, in-
cluding the hijacking of an asphalt
tanker in the Gulf of Oman in Au-
gust.

lawrence.jp@stripes.com
Twitter: @jplawrence3

Suicide study to focus on Alaska, S. Korea bases

By WyarT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

Anindependent review ordered
last week by Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin will seek out ideas to
stem the increasing number of su-
icides among soldiers stationed in
Alaska and South Korea, as well as
some stateside installations.

The review committee is ex-
pected to begin work by May with
a report due before the end of the
year, Pentagon press secretary
John Kirby said during a news
conference Tuesday.

Committee members will “visit
multiple installations here at
home and overseas,” he said.

The review, as ordered Tuesday
in a memo by Austin that laid out
its parameters, includes three in-
stallations in Alaska: the Army’s
Fort Wainwright and Eielson Air
Force Base in Fairbanks, and

Joint Base Elmendorf-Richard-
son in Anchorage.

Camp Humphreys in South Ko-
rea, home to thousands of U.S. sol-
diers, is the sole overseas base
that committee members will vis-
it.

Also included in the review are
Fort Campbell, Ky.; Camp Le-
jeune, N.C.; Nellis Air Force Base,
Nev.; Naval Air Station North Is-
land, Calif.; and the North Caroli-
na National Guard.

A rising number of suicides has
bedeviled the Army in Alaska
since 2019, with a dramatic leap in
2021.

Seven soldiers died by suicide
in the state in 2020, and last year
that number jumped to 11 — a fig-
ure that does not include six sol-
dier deaths still under investiga-
tion.

The commander of U.S. Army

Alaska told reporters during a
conference call last month that he
had mandated wellness checks
with behavioral health counselors
for 100% of soldiers in his com-
mand.

Kirby told reporters that 580
service members died by suicide
in 2020, a tally that includes re-
serve and National Guard troops.
Full data for 2021 likely will not be
available until this fall, but Austin
“is notinterested in waiting for the
‘21 data,” Kirby said.

“He’s seen enough to know that
we’ve got to do something differ-
ent, that we’ve got to try to take ad-
ditional and more creative action
here.”

Austin was in Fairbanks last
summer, where, among other top-
ics, he talked with troops and com-
manders “about the challenges
there with respect to mental

health and suicide,” Kirby said.

Austin also had discussions
with mental health experts in
Alaska, who “walked him through
some of the complexities they’ve
seen” in regard to suicide and its
prevention, Kirby said.

Austin came away from the
talks with a firmer understanding
that addressing stigma among
troops about seeking help with
mental health problems is a key to
reducing suicides, he said.

A significant number of suicid-
es by service membersinvolve the
use of a firearm, Kirby said.

Austin wants to “work with
commanders on storage of the
firearms in the home or on base
and make sure we’ve got that well
in hand,” he said.

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
Twitter: @WyattWOlIson

Japan PM,
US envoy
pray in
Hiroshima

Associated Press

TOKYO — Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida escorted
the U.S. ambassador to his home-
town Hiroshima on Saturday to
pay respects to atomic bombing
victims and warned that the world
is again facing threats of nuclear
attacks stemming from Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

“As we face a possibility of Rus-
sia’s use of nuclear weapons as a
realistic concern, I felt strongly
(as leader of ) the world’s only
country to have suffered atomic
attacks that we should never allow
threats or use of nuclear weap-
ons,” Kishida told reporters after
a tour of the peace park and the
museum with Ambassador Rahm
Emanuel.

“The tragedy should never be
repeated,” Kishida said.

Leaders from the Group of Sev-
en countries on Thursday urged
Russia not to use biological, chem-
ical or nuclear weapons in its war
on Ukraine. That prospect was
raised when Russian President
Vladimir Putin in February or-
dered his nation’s nuclear forces
put on high alert over tensions
with the West.

The Aug. 6, 1945, atomic bomb-
ing by the United States killed
about 140,000 people and nearly
destroyed Hiroshima. Three days
later, a second U.S. atomic bomb
dropped on Nagasaki killed 70,000
more, before Japan surrendered
six days later.
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‘Cheap’ missiles m

By SETH RoBsonN
Stars and Stripes

Anti-ship missiles could help
smaller nations deter China if it
seeks to use Russia’s war in Uk-
raine to create a blueprint for con-
quering Taiwan or grabbing more
territory in the South China Sea,
according to security experts.

Any future conflict involving
Beijing will likely be waged at sea,
said Patricio Abinales, a professor
at the University of Hawaii’s
School of Pacific and Asian Stud-
ies.

“There is a lot of chatter about
how China could use what is hap-
pening to Ukraine to map a strate-
gy of conquering Taiwan and pro-
jecting further its power in the
South China Sea,” he told Stars
and Stripes in an email Tuesday.

Outnumbered and outgunned
Ukrainian forces are using weap-
ons such as Javelin anti-tank mis-
siles supplied by the United States
and its allies to extract a heavy toll
on Russian invaders.

“I think things like the use of
missiles and weapons that can
easily be moved around are being
factored in by both [China and its
potential adversaries],” Abinales
said.

“It may even things up between
small countries like the Philip-
pines and Taiwan and big hege-
mons like China.”

Missiles would be particularly
useful for the Philippines, which
has only a small navy consisting
mainly of refurbished Vietnam-
War-era coast guard cutters, he
said.

“If Philippine marines could
now carry Stingers or other simi-
lar handy anti-ship missiles, their
odds at stalling any Chinese ad-
vance become better,” he said.

ay help small nations d

-

TAYLOR CLEVELAND/Mississippi Army National Guard

A member of the Mississippi Army National Guard prepares to fire a Javelin anti-tank missile last year at
the National Training Center in Fort Irwin, Calif.

‘Cheap’ and dispersed

Ukrainian troops’ battlefield
success, including rumors last
week that they sank a Russian am-
phibious assault ship, is likely hav-
ing a sobering effect on China,
Lyle Goldstein, director of Asia
Engagement at Defense Priorities
and Visiting Professor at Brown
University, told Stars and Stripes
by phone Friday.

Nations bordering the South
China Sea such as Taiwan, the
Philippines, Vietnam and Malay-
sia have both shore- and sea-based
anti-ship defenses, New Zealand-
based security expert Paul Bucha-

nan said in an email Wednesday.

Taiwan, for example, has the
U.S.-made Harpoon anti-ship mis-
sile system. The Philippines re-
cently signed a contract with India
for a shore-based anti-ship cruise
missile system worth $385 mil-
lion, he said.

Anti-tank Javelins and anti-ship
missiles are precision-guided
weapons that are relatively inex-
pensive compared to their targets,
said former Navy Capt. Jan van
Tol, a senior fellow at the Center
for Strategic and Budgetary As-
sessments in Washington, D.C.

“Having large numbers of rela-
tively cheap, well-dispersed pre-

cision-guided weapons can be a
highly effective deterrent and, if
necessary, warfighting asset in
both land and sea domains,” he
said in an email Wednesday.

“This could be further extended
to the air domain by having fairly
large numbers of cheap short-
range air defense weapons ... like
Stingers dispersed around a battle
area.”

Philippines training

U.S. Marines and Philippine
troops will practice calling in sim-
ulated missile strikes during the
annual Balikatan exercise be-
tween March 29 and April 8. The

eter China

drills will involve 5,100 U.S. and
3,800 Philippines troops on the is-
lands.

Members of the Marines’ newly
formed 3rd Marine Littoral Re-
giment will work with the Philip-
pines’ coastal defense regiment to
call in the strikes from Marine
Corps High Mobility Artillery
Rocket Systems, or HIMARS, Ma-
rine Lt. Col. Dan Eagan said by
phone March 1S.

The units have complementary
capabilities, said Eagan, the joint
force operations officer for the
U.S. side of Balikatan.

“They will be using similar sen-
sor systems to provide eyes and
ears to the joint force in that litto-
ral terrain,” he said.

The troops are limited, howev-
er, by the munitions they are
equipped with, he said.

“HIMARS isn’t the best weapon
to shoot at a moving ship,” he said.

The new littoral regiment needs
long-range capability, such as the
Navy-Marine Corps Expedition-
ary Ship Interdiction System,
called NMESIS, which features a
naval strike missile mounted on
an unmanned vehicle, assistant
commandant of the Marine Corps
Gen. Eric Smith said in a March 4
USNI News report.

During Balikatan, troops will go
through the procedures they’d
need to call in a strike from such as
system, Eagan said.

“It is not exclusively U.S. forces
who can provide firing data for
these systems,” he said. “Our part-
ners can feed these targets to
these more appropriate firing sys-
tems.”

robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobsonl

Philippine coast guard: China maneuvers threatened ships over last year

By Jim GomMEZz
Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines— Chinese
coast guard ships maneuvered dan-
gerously close to Philippine coast
guard ships at least four times near
a disputed shoal over the past year,
in moves that increased the risk of
collision and violated international
safety regulations, the Philippine
government said Sunday.

It was not immediately clear if
the Philippines has formally pro-
tested the aggressive actions by the
Chinese ships, but Manila’s coast
guard said the incidents would not
deter it from deploying patrol ves-
sels at Scarborough Shoal and in
other areas within the country’s in-
ternationally recognized exclusive
economic zone.

China seized Scarborough Shoal,
a rich fishing area about 120 miles
off the northwestern coast of the
Philippines and 370 miles southeast
of China, after a tense naval stand-
off in 2012. Chinese coast guards

PHILIPPINE CoAsT GUARD/AP

A Chinese Coast Guard ship sails near a Philippine Coast Guard vessel
during its patrol at Bajo de Masinloc, 124 nautical miles west of
Zambales province, northwestern Philippines, on March 2.

ships then surrounded the shoal
and restricted Filipino fishermen’s
access.

The United States has accused
China of bullying smaller South
China Sea claimants like the Philip-
pines and has deployed Navy ships
and aircraft to promote freedom of
navigation and overflight in the re-
gion. China, which claims the South

China Sea virtually in totality, has
warned Washington to stay away
and accused it of meddling in what
it has said is a purely Asian dispute.

The incidents were reported to
the Department of Foreign Affairs
in Manila and an inter-agency body
on the South China Sea “to address
this issue through rules-based and
peaceful approaches,” Philippine

coast guard chief Adm. Artemio
Abu said in a statement.

Earlier this month, a Chinese
coast guard ship maneuvered just
63 feet from a Philippine patrol ves-
sel and restricted its maneuvering
space in the vicinity of Scarborough
Shoal, the Philippine coast guard
said, adding that the Chinese action
was “a clear violation” of a 1972 in-
ternational safety regulation that
aims to prevent sea collisions.

In June last year, two Chinese
coast guard ships on two successive
days moved dangerously close to
two Philippine coast guard ships,
which were participating in a mar-
itime exercise off Scarborough
Shoal. A month before, a Chinese
coast guard ship moved close to a
Philippine Bureau of Fisheries ves-
sel manned by coast guard person-
nel also near the shoal, according to
the coast guard.

China’s seizure of Scarborough
Shoal prompted the Philippines to
bring the disputes to international

arbitration. In 2016, a U.N.-backed
tribunal invalidated most of China’s
claims and said it had violated the
rights of Filipinos to fish at the
shoal.

China dismissed the ruling as a
sham and continues to defy it, but
allowed Filipino fishermen to re-
turn to the shoal under Philippine
President Rodrigo Duterte, who
nurtured closer ties with Beijing af-
ter taking office in 2016. Despite co-
zier relations, however, sporadic
territorial spats have persisted.

Vietnam, Malaysia, Taiwan and
Brunei also lay claims to the busy
waterway through which an esti-
mated $5 trillion in global trade pas-
ses each year.

“We are fully aware of dangerous
situations at sea, but these will not
stop our deployment of assets and
personnel” to serve Filipino fisher-
men, Abu said. “Aslong as they feel
safe seeing us during their fishing
operations, we know that we are do-
ing our job well.”
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Lelenskyy
blasts West
over aid delay

By Yuras KARMANAU
Associated Press

LVIV, Ukraine — Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
accused the West of cowardice as
his country fights to stave off Rus-
sia’s invading troops, making an
exasperated plea for fighter jets
and tanks to sustain a defense as
the war ground into a battle of at-
trition.

Speaking after U.S. President
Joe Biden said in a lacerating
speech that Russian President
Vladimir Putin could not stay in
power — words the White House
immediately sought to downplay
— Zelenskyy lashed out Sunday at
the West’s “ping-pong about who
and how should hand over jets”
and other weapons while Russian
missile attacks Kkill and trap civil-
ians.

“I’ve talked to the defenders of
Mariupol today. I’'m in constant
contact with them. Their determi-
nation, heroism and firmness are
astonishing,” Zelenskyy said in a
video address, referring to the be-
sieged southern city that has suf-
fered some of the war’s greatest
deprivations and horrors. “If only
those who have been thinking for
31 days on how to hand over doz-
ens of jets and tanks had 1% of
their courage.”

Ukraine’s ambassador to the
United States, Oksana Markarova,

said on NBC’s “Meet the Press”
that her country had heard Biden
“loud and clear.”

“Now, it’s all up to all of us to
stop Putin while it’s still local in
Ukraine, because this war is not
only about Ukraine,” she said, but
“an attack on democracy.”

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
now in its 32nd day, has stalled in
many areas. Its aim to quickly en-
circle the capital, Kyiv, and force
its surrender has faltered against
staunch Ukrainian resistance —
bolstered by weapons from the
U.S. and other Western allies.

Britain’s Defense Ministry said
Russia’s troops are trying to encir-
cle Ukrainian forces directly fac-
ing the two separatist-held areas
in the country’s east. That would
cut the bulk of Ukraine’s military
off from the rest of the country.

Moscow has claimed its focus is
on wresting from Ukraine the en-
tire eastern Donbas region, which
has been partially controlled by
Russia-backed separatists since
2014. A high-ranking Russian mil-
itary official said Friday that
troops were being redirected to
the east from other parts of the
country.

The leader of one separatist-
controlled area of Donbas said
Sunday that he wants to hold a
vote on joining Russia, words that
may indicate a shift in Russia’s po-

Vabim GHIRDA/AP

A Ukrainian serviceman stands in a heavily damaged building in Stoyanka, Ukraine, on Sunday.

sition. Leonid Pasechnik, the head
of the self-proclaimed Luhansk
People’s Republic, said it plans to
hold a referendum on becoming
part of Russia “in the nearest
time.”

Russia has supported the sepa-
ratist rebels in Luhansk and
neighboring Donetsk since an in-
surgency erupted there shortly af-
ter Moscow annexed the Crimean
Peninsula from Ukraine in 2014.
In talks with Ukraine, Moscow has
demanded Kyiv acknowledge the
independence of Donetsk and Lu-
hansk.

Kyrylo Budanov, the head of
Ukrainian military intelligence,
accused Russia of seeking to split
Ukraine in two, like North and
South Korea.

“The occupiers will try to pull

the occupied territories into a sin-
gle quasi-state structure and pit it
against independent UKkraine,”
Budanov said in a statement re-
leased by the Defense Ministry.
He predicted that guerrilla war-
fare by Ukrainians would derail
such plans.

Ukraine has said that to defeat
Russia, the West must provide
fighter jets and not just missiles
and other military equipment. A
proposal to transfer Polish planes
to Ukraine via the U.S. was
scrapped amid NATO concerns
about being drawn into direct
fighting.

In his pointed remarks, Zelen-
skyy accused Western govern-
ments of being “afraid to prevent
this tragedy. Afraid to simply
make a decision.”

“Sowhois in charge of the Euro-
Atlantic community? Is it still
Moscow, thanks to its scare tac-
tics?” he asked. “Our partners
must step up their aid to Ukraine.”

His plea was echoed Sunday by
a priest in the western city of Lviv,
which was struck by rockets a day
earlier. The aerial assault illus-
trated that Moscow, despite asser-
tions that it intends to shift the war
eastward, is willing to strike any-
where in Ukraine.

“When diplomacy doesn’t work,
we need military support,” said
the Rev. Yuri Vaskiv, who report-
ed fewer parishioners in the pews
of his Greek Catholic church, like-
ly because of fear.

Referring to Putin, he said:
“This evil is from him, and we
must stop it.”

Biden lashes at Putin, calls for Western resolve

Associated Press

WARSAW, Poland — Presi-
dent Joe Biden delivered a force-
ful and highly personal condem-
nation of Russia’s Vladimir Putin
on Saturday, summoning a call
for liberal democracy and a dura-
ble resolve among Western na-
tions in the face of a brutal auto-
crat.

As he capped a four-day trip to
Europe, a blend of emotive
scenes with refugees and stand-
ing among other world leaders in
grand settings, Biden said of Pu-
tin: “For God’s sake, this man
cannot remain in power.”

It was a dramatic escalation in
rhetoric — Biden had earlier
called Putin a “butcher” — that
the White House found itself
quickly walking back. Before Bi-
den could even board Air Force
One to begin the flight back to

Washington, aides were clarify-
ing that he wasn’t calling for an
immediate change in govern-
ment in Moscow.

Evan Vucci/AP

President Joe Biden condemned Russian President Vladimir Putinina
speech Saturday at the Royal Castle in Warsaw, Poland.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov quickly denounced Bi-
den, saying “it’s not up to the
president of the U.S. and not up to

the Americans to decide who will
remain in power in Russia.”

While Biden’s blunt language
grabbed headlines, in other piec-
es of his roughly 30-minute
speech before Warsaw’s iconic
Royal Castle he urged Western
allies to brace for what will be a
turbulent road ahead in a “new
battle for freedom.”

He also pointedly warned Putin
against invading even “an inch”
of territory of a NATO nation.

The address was a heavy book-
end to a European visit in which
Biden met with NATO and other
Western leaders, visited the front
lines of the growing refugee crisis
and even held a young Ukrainian
girl in his arms as he sought to
spotlight some of the vast tenta-
cles of the conflict that will likely
define his presidency.

“We must remain unified today

for freedom

and tomorrow and the day after,
and for the years and decades to
come. It will not be easy,” Biden
said as Russia continued to pound
several Ukrainian cities. “There
will be costs, but the price we
have to pay, because the darkness
that drives autocracy is ultimate-
ly no match for the flame of liber-
ty that lights the souls of free peo-
ple everywhere.”

Biden also made the case that
multilateral institutions like NA-
TO are more important than ever
if the West and its allies are going
to successfully push back against
autocrats like Putin.

During his campaign for presi-
dent, Biden talked often about the
battle for primacy between de-
mocracies and autocracies. In
those moments, his words
seemed like an abstraction. Now,
they have an urgent resonance.
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Russian troops using unsecured phones, radios

By ALExX HorTON
AND SHANE HARRIS
The Washington Post

Russian troops in Ukraine have relied,
with surprising frequency, on unsecured
communication devices such as smart-
phones and push-to-talk radios, leaving
units vulnerable to targeting, and further
underscoring the command-and-control
deficiencies that have come to define Mos-
cow’s monthlong invasion, observers say.

“We’re seeing them use a lot more un-
classified communications because their
classified communications capability, ...
for one reason or another, is not as strong
as it should be,” a senior U.S. defense offi-
cial, speaking on the condition of anonym-
ity under terms set by the Pentagon, told
reporters in a recent news briefing.

The Russian military possesses modern
equipment capable of secure transmission,
but troops on the battlefield have reached
for simpler-to-use but less-secure lines be-
cause of uneven discipline across the
ranks, an apparent lack of planning for
conducting a sustained fight over long dis-

tances, and Russian attacks on Ukraine’s
communication infrastructure that it, too,
has relied on, experts say.

A European intelligence official, speak-
ing on the condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss NATO’s battlefield assessments, said
that since the invasion began in late-Feb-
ruary, there have been multiple instances
of Russian commanders confiscating their
subordinates’ personal phones for fear
they would unwittingly give away a unit’s
location.

Similarly, Ukrainian civilians have re-
ported having their phones stolen by Rus-
sian troops who use them to speak with one
another and with family back home, this
official said.

Those calls, the official noted, have re-
vealed troops’ frustrations and declining
morale as Ukraine’s military has stymied
Russia’s advance around key cities, killing
thousands of Russians in the process.

The Pentagon on Friday said that its lat-
est intelligence showed Russian forces had
lost full control of Kherson, a port city
along the Black Sea, as Ukraine expands

its offensive operations in key part of the
country and Russia appears to have shifted
its emphasis to the separatist Donbas re-
gion in the east. Ukrainian forces also have
pushed back Russian advances outside the
northern city of Chernihiv with other of-
fensives underway in the western suburbs
of Kyiv, the capital, the senior U.S. defense
official said.

There is evidence that the United States
and other NATO countries have provided
Ukrainian forces with electronic warfare
equipment capable of interrupting Russian
transmissions and allowing them to target
Russian command posts, said Kostas Tig-
kos, a Russian military expert at the de-
fense analysis firm Janes Group. By de-
stroying Russia’s communication nodes,
the Ukrainians could pressure their adver-
saries to use less-secure equipment, he
said, increasing the likelihood their con-
versations will be intercepted or their posi-
tions triangulated.

While the Russian military has over-
hauled its military technology in the last
two decades, with some emphasis on mod-

ernizing its communication hardware, Tig-
kos said equipment is only part of the
equation. “It’s one thing,” he said, “to de-
velop a good radio that works well. It’s an-
other thing to deploy that radio, build a
network, and conduct a complex military
operation with thousands of moving parts,
and have them work together like a sym-
phony.”

Russian commanders also have exhib-
ited difficulty orchestrating communica-
tions over such a vast, dynamic battlefield,
analysts say. Their forces are stretched
across Ukraine, the largest country in Eu-
rope outside Russia, posing challenges for
military planners who must coordinate
mobile transmission sites and ensure ra-
dios are operating on frequencies that
must be consistently changed.

There is anecdotal evidence that Rus-
sia’s unsecured communications have led
to battlefield losses. One Russian general
was purportedly killed in an airstrike after
his cellphone was detected by the Ukrai-
nians, the New York Times reported earli-
er this month.

Odesa residents
rush to defend city

Associated Press

ODESA, Ukraine — The Black
Sea port of Odesa is mining its
beaches and rushing to defend its
cultural heritage from a feared
Mariupol-style fate in the face of
growing alarm that the strategic
city might be next as Russia at-
tempts to strip Ukraine of its
coastline.

The multi-cultural jewel, dear
to Ukrainian hearts and even Rus-
sian ones, would be a hugely stra-
tegic win for Russia. Itis the coun-
try’s largest port, crucial to grain
and other exports, and headquar-
ters for the Ukrainian navy.

Bombardment from the sea last
weekend further raised worries
that the city is in Russia’s sights.

Residents say Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin would be in-
sane to take Odesa with the brutal
approach that hasleft other Ukrai-
nian cities in ruins.

Once a gilded powerhouse of
the Russian empire, Odesa in-
cludes one of the finest opera
houses in Europe and the famed
Potemkin Steps between the city
and the sea, featured in Soviet
filmmaker Sergei Eisenstein’s
1925 silent film masterpiece “Bat-
tleship Potemkin.”

But after a month of grueling
war, people say they can’t predict
anything anymore.

“The only thing we’re really
afraid of is that the other side has
no principles whatsoever,” said
Valerii Novak, a local business-
man. He never considered him-
self a Ukrainian patriot, but when
Russia invaded, something ‘“just
clicked” in him. He has refused to

leave Odesa and joined thousands
of people in basic training in how
to use a gun.

Now he and other Odesa resi-
dents watch Russian warships
move closer, in provocation. West-
ern officials call the Russian ships
a mix of surface combatants and
the kinds used to put naval infan-
try ashore.

The seizure of Odesa and the
strip of land farther west also
would allow Moscow to build a
land corridor to the separatist
Trans-Dniester region of neigh-
boring Moldova that hosts a Rus-
sian military base.

A senior U.S. defense official
said this past week the U.S. didn’t
see indications that ships in the
Black Sea were firing on Odesa as
they had last weekend. He spoke
on condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss the sensitive subject.

“It’s difficult to know what this
indicates,” Pentagon press secre-
tary John Kirby said of last week-
end’s bombardment. “Is it the
prelude to an assault on Odesa? Is
it a diversionary tactic to sort of
hold and fix Ukrainian troops in
the south so that they can’t come to
the relief of their comrades in Ma-
riupol or in Kyiv?”

The uncertainty adds to the anx-
iety in Odesa, where the initial
panic has been followed by a wary
calm.

Some residents are pitching in
to strengthen the city’s defenses.
On an unmined beach, sea captain
Sivak Vitaliy joined others in
packing sandbags for barricades.

“We will win,” he said, no mat-
ter how ghastly Russia’s invasion

PETROS GIANNAKOURIS/AP

Anti- tank barricades are placed on a street Thursday as preparation for a possible Russian offensive, in
Odesa, Ukraine. The Black Sea port is mining its beaches and rushing to defend itself from a
Mariupol-style fate. Some Western officials believe the city could be next.

has become in cities like Maruipol
or Kharkiv.

Ukrainian authorities assert
that Russia appears to lack forces
to quickly press an offensive on
Odesa as its marine units are busy
to the east with the siege of Mariu-
pol, where they have suffered
heavy losses.

Closer to Odesa, on the Black
Sea coast, the Russian troops have
taken Kherson and tried to bypass
Mykolaiv, an important port half-
way between Odesa and Russia-
annexed Crimea, but fierce Ukrai-
nian resistance has thwarted
those attempts.

“Is our city the next one or not?”
asked Hanna Shelest, an Odesa-
based security analyst.

She said Russia needs Odesa to
surrender, not to fight, to avoid the
“blow to sentiment” that any de-
struction of the city’s cultural her-
itage would give to nostalgic Rus-
sians. Odesa was one of the largest
and most cosmopolitan cities in
the Russian empire, with a signif-
icant Jewish population as well as
Greek, Italian and others drawn
by the vibrant port.

Now the city’s Italian baroque
opera house, rebuilt in the 1880s,
is one of the most heavily defend-
ed buildings in Ukraine. Major
monuments elsewhere in Odesa
are covered in sandbags. The con-
tents of the fine arts museum, in-
cluding Orthodox religious icons,
have been moved into under-

ground storage. Checkpoints are
heavy throughout the historic city
center.

Russian forces’ plans to take
Odesa have been ruined by the
Ukrainian resistance in MyKkolaiv,
a crucial land supply route, Shel-
est said. Without holding Myko-
laiv, a Russian landing operation
in Odesa from the sea would be su-
icidal.

“If the situation continues like
this, there’s a chance for a big at-
tack only if Putin becomes com-
pletely crazy,” she said. “From all
considerations, he should not do
it.”

Nevertheless, Shelest, like other
Odesa residents, has gathered her
documents in case she has to flee.
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Russian

The Washington Post

The war in Ukraine is proving
extraordinarily lethal for Russian
generals, the gray men bedecked
in service medals, who are being
aggressively targeted by Ukrai-
nian forces and killed at a rate not
seen since World War IIL.

Ukrainian officials say their
forces have killed seven generals
on the battlefield, felled by snip-
ers, close combat and bombings.

If true, the deaths of so many
generals, alongside more senior
Russian army and naval com-
manders — in just four weeks of
combat — exceeds the attrition
rate seen in the worst months of
fighting in the bloody nine-year
war fought by Russia in Chech-
nya, as well as Russian and Soviet-
era campaigns in Afghanistan,
Georgia and Syria.

“It is highly unusual,” said a se-
nior Western official, briefing re-
porters on the topic, who con-
firmed the names, ranks and
“killed in action” status of the sev-
en.

SALWAN GEORGES/The Washington Post

A Ukrainian sergeant walks through trenches on the front lines between Mykolaiv and Kherson in Ukraine
on Tuesday.

generals killed at ‘unusual’ rate

Russian carelessness, with Rus-
sian forces reduced to using unen-
crypted devices.

Pentagon and other Western of-
ficials say that Russian generals
generally serve closer to the front
lines than their NATO counter-
parts. By design, the Russian ar-
my is top heavy with senior offi-
cers, which makes them numer-
ous, though not expendable.

Military analysts and Western
intelligence officials say the Rus-
sian generals in Ukraine may be
more exposed and serving closer
to the front because their side is
struggling — and that senior offi-
cers are deployed closer to the ac-
tion to cut through the chaos.

Ukrainian officials and Western
officials have named seven Rus-
sian generals killed in action: Ma-
gomed Tushayev, Andrei Sukho-
vetsky, Vitaly Gerasimov, Andrey
Kolesnikov, Oleg Mityaev, Yakov
Rezanstev and Andrei Mordvi-
chev.

Russian officials and Russian
media have confirmed the death

In all, at least 15 senior Russian
commanders have been Kkilled in
the field, said Markiyan Lubkiv-
sky, a spokesperson for the Uk-
raine Ministry of Defense.

NATO officials estimated earli-
er this week that as many as 15,000
Russian troops have been Killed in
four weeks of war, a very high
number. Russia has offered a far
lower figure, reporting Friday

that only 1,351 of its fighters had
died.

The Russian government has
not confirmed the deaths of its
generals.

If the numbers of senior com-
manders Kkilled proves accurate,
the Russian generals have been ei-
ther extremely unlucky or suc-
cessfully targeted — or both.

Shooting generals is a legiti-

mate tactic of war — and it has
been openly embraced by Ukrai-
nian officials, who say their forces
have been focused on slowing
Russian advances by concentrat-
ing fire on Russian command-
and-control units near the front
lines.

Jeffrey Edmonds, former direc-
tor for Russia on the National Se-
curity Council and now a senior

analyst at the CNA think tank in
Washington, said Ukrainian
forces appear to be targeting
“anyone with gray hair standing
near a bunch of antennas,” a sig-
nal they may be senior officers.
Some experts suggest the Rus-
sian military has struggled to keep
its communications secure and
that Ukraine intelligence units
have found their targets through

of only one general.

Sukhovetsky, a deputy com-
mander of Russia’s 41st army, was
killed by a sniper at the beginning
of the war, Ukrainian officials
said. At his burial in Novorossiysk,
a port city on the Black Sea, a dep-
uty mayor said Sukhovetsky “died
heroically during a combat mis-
sion during a special operation in
Ukraine.”

Shifting: US touts its efforts to bolster Ukraine forces

FROM PAGE 1

the surprising effectiveness of U.S.-backed
Ukrainian forces, Russia’s heavy battlefield
losses and the cautionary lessons they be-
lieve China is taking from the war.

“Let me put it this way,” said one senior
Pentagon official of America’s standing in
the world. “Who would you switch places
with? Seriously, who would you switch plac-
es with?”

It’s a stunning shift in tone for a depart-
ment that in August ended a 20-year war in
Afghanistan with a chaotic withdrawal as
an ascendant Taliban returned to power.
Even though the U.S. military has not
played the primary role in the American re-
sponse to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, se-
nior Pentagon officials are quick to tout the
still-unfolding war as proof of America’s ec-
onomic, diplomatic and military strength.

The senior Pentagon official, speaking on
the condition of anonymity to discuss inter-
nal strategy, said that the last few weeks
have shown that the United States can mar-
shal its “primacy in the global financial sys-
tem” and its network of allies “in ways that
can absolutely pummel aggressors.”

The success of U.S. and NATO-trained
Ukrainian forces has also bolstered the
Pentagon’s confidence following the em-
barrassing collapse of U.S.-trained militar-
ies in Iraq and Afghanistan over the last
decade. The Ukrainian military’s will to

fight and ability to inflict heavy losses on
larger and more technologically advanced
Russian force has taken many at the Penta-
gon by surprise.

“I think Ukraine has been able to tie the
Russians in knots in large part because of
what we’ve been able to do to help them
since 2014,” the senior defense official said,
adding that the failures of Afghan forces
“might” have caused U.S. officials to under-
estimate Ukrainian troops.

Such optimism isn’t universally shared.
Critics note that the Russian invasion is on-
ly one month old and that the Russians al-
ready are using their overwhelming fire-
power advantage to level Ukrainian cities in
an attempt to secure a brutal and bloody
victory. Even a partial triumph would allow
Russian President Vladimir Putin to say
that he had stood up to the world and the
flood of arms from the West.

The United States also has relied heavily
on European allies, who have often taken
the lead in leveling crippling sanctions on
the Russian economy at considerable costs
to themselves. It’s not yet clear whether the
current unity will fracture if the war drags
on for months.

“We need to demonstrate our [collective]
power every day, and we can only demon-
strate it if we keep everybody together,”
said Ivo Daalder, president of the Chicago
Council on Global Affairs and a former U.S.
ambassador to NATO. “This is not some-

thing the U.S. has traditionally done well.”

Some Republicans have charged that Pu-
tin’s perception of the United States and its
allies as militarily weak or unwilling to fight
gave him the confidence to invade Ukraine.
Rep. Michael McCaul of Texas, the top Re-
publican on the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, this month compared Biden to
Neville Chamberlain, the former British
prime minister who sought to appease Hit-
ler before World War II.

“Weakness invites aggression. It’s a his-
toric axiom. And it’s true,” McCaul said in a
news conference on Capitol Hill.

Pentagon officials contend that there was
little they could do to deter Putin, who ex-
pected a quick and easy victory in Ukraine,
and argue that their broader strategy of “in-
tegrated deterrence” — which leverages
economic, diplomatic and military power to
dissuade potential aggressors — has so far
worked to stop Putin from expanding the
war into NATO territory. The Biden admin-
istration has made integrated deterrence
the cornerstone of its soon-to-be-released
National Defense Strategy, which was de-
layed as the threat of an invasion grew.

“I don’t think there’s any doubt that the
model of integrated deterrence comes out
smelling pretty good from this,” the senior
defense official said.

Others pointed to Putin’s Ukraine inva-
sion as proof of the concept’s failure. Rep.
Mike Gallagher, R-Wis., said in an inter-

EFReEm Lukatsky/AP

A Ukrainian soldier holds a machine gun,
as the Ukrainian flag waves on the front
line position near Kharkiv, Ukraine, on
Saturday.

view that he “completely and strongly” dis-
agrees with anyone who cites Ukraine as an
example of the success of integrated deter-
rence. “I cannot fathom how they can make
that argument with a straight face,” he said.
“Their whole deterrence strategy rested on
the idea that the threat of limited sanctions
could deter Putin.”

Gallagher added that the Ukraine conflict
“could still escalate in ways that we don’t
foresee right now.”
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A second-grade student is given an at-home COVID-19 test at H.W. Harkness Elementary School in Sacra-

mento, Calif., on Feb. 11.

Calif. schools prepare to spot
post-break COVID-19 cases

Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Califor-
nia’s 7 million students and school
employees are getting free at-
home COVID-19 tests to help pre-
vent outbreaks at their school
when they return from spring
break.

The state has shipped or deliver-
ed more than 14.3 million antigen
tests, enough for two tests per per-
son, to counties and school districts
as part of amassive push to limitin-
fections and avoid classroom clo-
sures after the break, Gov. Gavin
Newsom’s office announced Satur-
day.

The strategy is part of the state’s
“endemic” approach to the corona-
virus, emphasizing prevention and

quick reaction to outbreaks over
mandated masking and business
shutdowns.

“Californiais focused on keeping
schools open and students safe, and
we’re not letting our guard down,”
Newsom said in a statement. “We
know that COVID-19 is still present
in our communities, but the
SMARTER Plan is how we keep
people safe and continue moving
the state forward,” he said, refer-
ring to the state’s acronym for a
strategy that calls for shots, masks,
awareness, readiness and testing.

The World Health Organization
declared the COVID-19 outbreak a
pandemic on March 11, 2020, and
has not said the coronavirus has re-
ached the endemic stage, where

the virus still exists in a community
but becomes manageable as im-
munity builds.

California’s plan focuses on
stockpiling masks and establishing
the infrastructure to provide vacci-
nations and tests in the event of an
outbreak.

California ended the mask man-
date in schools on March 12, almost
exactly two years after the state
first shut down schools in many
districts to prevent COVID-19
spread.

The new guidance made face
coverings strongly recommended
rather than a requirement at
schools, regardless of vaccination
status. Local jurisdictions are free
to impose their own requirements.

Experts fear how
US will see next
big surge coming

By MIKE STOBBE
Associated Press

NEW YORK — As coronavirus
infections rise in some parts of the
world, experts are watching for a
potential new COVID-19 surge in
the United States — and wondering
how long it will take to detect.

Despite disease monitoring im-
provements over the last two years,
they have said, some recent devel-
opments don’t bode well:

B Asmore people take rapid CO-
VID-19 tests at home, fewer people
are getting the gold-standard tests
that the government relies on for
case counts.

B The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention will soon use
fewer labs to look for new variants.

B Health officials are increas-
ingly focusing on hospital admis-
sions, which rise only after a surge
has arrived.

B A wastewater surveillance
program remains a patchwork that
cannot yet be counted on for the da-
ta needed to understand coming
surges.

B White House officials have
said the government is running out
of funds for vaccines, treatments
and testing.

“We’re not in a great situation,”
said Jennifer Nuzzo, a Brown Uni-
versity pandemic researcher.

Scientists have acknowledged
that the wide availability of vac-
cines and treatments puts the na-
tion in a better place than when the
pandemic began, and that monitor-
ing has come a long way.

Forexample, scientists have tout-

ed a 6-month-old program that tests
international travelers flying into
four U.S. airports. Genetic testing of
asample on Dec. 14 turned up a cor-
onavirus variant — the descendant
of omicron known as BA.2 — seven
days earlier than any other report-
ed detection in the U.S.

More good news: U.S. cases, hos-
pitalizations and deaths have been
falling for weeks.

But it’s different elsewhere. The
World Health Organization recent-
ly reported that the number of new
coronavirus cases increased two
weeks in a row globally, likely be-
cause COVID-19 prevention mea-
sures have been halted in numerous
countries and because BA.2
spreads more easily.

Some public health experts
aren’t certain what that means for
the U.S.

BA.2 accounts for a growing
share of U.S. cases, the CDC said —
more than one-third nationally and
more than half in the Northeast.
Small increases in overall case
rates have been noted in New York,
and in hospital admissions in New
England.

Some of the northern U.S. states
with the highest rates of BA.2, how-
ever, have some of the lowest case
rates, noted Katriona Shea of Penn
State University.

Dr. James Musser, an infectious
disease specialist at Houston Meth-
odist, called the national case data
on BA.2 “murky.” He added: “What
we really need is as much real-time
data as possible ... to inform deci-
sions.”

FDA to approve additional booster shot for US adults age 50 and older

Bloomberg News

The U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration is poised to clear a fourth
dose of the mRNA coronavirus
vaccine for adults age SO and ol-
der, looking to shore up protec-
tions for more vulnerable groups,
a person familiar with the matter
said.

The authorization could come
as early as next week and, for most
Americans, it would mean a sec-
ond booster shot of either the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech or Moderna vac-
cines. Currently, only immuno-
compromised people are eligible
in the United States for the addi-
tional dose.

Unlike with previous authoriza-
tions, the FDA is expected to stop
short of a full recommendation,
meaning the option would be open

for people who want the shot. The
development was reported earlier
by The New York Times.

The move comes as the Biden
administration is warning of wan-
ing supplies in its fight against the
virus and is calling on Congress to
authorize new funding. The U.S.
does not have enough vaccines to
give everyone a fourth dose of
mRNA vaccine, officials have
said.

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention would have to
make a final ruling on any recom-
mendation by the FDA.

Vaccinations in the U.S. are at
their lowest point since the start of
the immunization drive in Decem-
ber 2020, according to the Bloom-
berg Vaccine Tracker.

At least 559 million doses have

been administered in the U.S.
since rollout began. Over 80% of
people in the U.S. who are eligible
have received at least one dose of
vaccine, with almost 70% of those
eligible are defined by the CDC as
fully vaccinated. Trials are still
underway for children under S,
who are not currently eligible for
vaccination.

A recent report by the CDC
found that protection against CO-
VID-19 waned slightly in the
months following a third dose of
the vaccine. The booster shot re-
sulted in a 91% decrease in hospi-
talizations for people who re-
ceived the booster two months pri-
or to getting sick, and 78% for
those who received the booster
four or five months prior to con-
tracting the virus.

DaviD ZaLuBowskI/AP

A sign advertising COVID-19 booster shots stands at the entrance to a
Hy-Vee grocery store in Sioux Falls, S.D., on Oct. 7.
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Black women feel sting of ‘traumatizing’ hearings

Associated Press

NEW YORK — “Senator,” she
said, letting out an audible sigh.

In that singular moment, Su-
preme Court nominee Ketanji
Brown Jackson spoke for countless
Black women who have had to
gather all the patience, strength
and grace within to answer insin-
uating questions about their cre-
dentials, qualifications and charac-
ter.

It was Day One of questioning at
the Senate Judiciary Committee as
the Harvard-educated Jackson, the
first Black woman to be nominated
for the nation’s highest court, was
making history.

The federal judge had to endure
hours of public scrutiny from skep-
tics, namely the Republican sen-
ators who are erecting a wall of op-
position to her landmark nomina-
tion, the first in the court’s 233-year
history, and may vote en bloc
against her confirmation.

“It was really traumatizing to
watch,” said Melanie L. Campbell,
president and CEO of the National
Coalition on Black Civic Participa-
tion and convener of the Black
Women’s Roundtable.

From questioning of Jackson’s
view of books on critical race theo-
ry that drew her exasperated sigh
— “They don’t come up in my work
asajudge,” she said —to the loaded
suggestion that the sentences she
imposed on child pornography de-
fendants were too lenient, the ques-
tions from the Republicans tapped
into long-standing American griev-
ances over race, class and public
safety.

The insinuations that Jackson, a
distinguished jurist and mother of
two, is a secret radical liberal or
poses a danger to the safety of chil-
dren felt to some supporters as yet
another example of highly quali-
fied Black women having to endure
indignities and distortions of their
credentials, even as they shatter ra-
cial barriers in American society.

Campbell told The Associated
Press that “the othering of her, in a
sense, like she’s against our chil-
dren,” seemed like a tired political
tactic.

“My spirit feels it was to bring
this Black woman down because
she’s about to break the glass ceil-
ing that, once broken, opens the
door to more.”

ALEX BRANDON/AP
Supreme Court nominee Ketanji Brown Jackson answers a question by Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, as she
testifies during her Senate Judiciary Committee confirmation hearing in Washington on Tuesday.

(inni Thomas texts reveal fears, motive to overturn 2020 election

By DaN BaLz
The Washington Post
from the left taking America
down.”

know about the many text messag-
es sent by Vir-
ANALYSIS ot

then-White
ows in the weeks after the 2020
election? A dozen words sum up ev-
That the spouse of Supreme
Court Justice Clarence Thomas
est-ranking adviser to do all he
could to overturn the 2020 election

“Release the Kraken and save us

What more does anyone need to

ginia “Ginni”

House Chief of Staff Mark Mead-
erything.

was imploring the president’s high-

may seem beyond extraordinary. It

is, but it is more than that.

The messages once again show
how former President Donald
Trump’s conspiracies, lies and ob-
sessions infected the Republican
Party (and in many quarters still
do), from its rank-and-file base to
some of its most establishment fig-
ures. The more that is known about
the events between Election Day
2000 and the Jan. 6 attack on the
U.S. Capitol, the clearer it is just
how extensive the efforts to over-
turn the election were and how high
up they went.

The Ginni Thomas text messag-
es, first revealed by The Washing-
ton Post and CBS News, are among
the many documents that Meadows
turned over to the House commit-
tee investigating the Jan. 6 riot be-

fore he stopped cooperating with
the committee. They show the fer-
vor with which believers in Trump
could embrace the wildest of con-
spiracy theories, as well as their
apocalyptic vision of what they be-
lieved the inauguration of Presi-
dent Joe Biden could mean for the
country.

The text messages have put Jus-
tice Thomas in an uncomfortable
ethical position. Once again, parti-
san politics has splashed onto the
high court. He was the lone dissent-
er in the court’s ruling that Trump
had to turn over documents to the
House committee. His reasons for
the dissent were never publicly ex-
plained. He is now under much
greater pressure to recuse himself
from any future decisions related to

these matters, and some Demo-
crats are calling on him to resign.

The shock value of the Thomas-
Meadows texts almost goes without
saying. The underlying implica-
tions are more troublesome. Ginni
Thomas was not someone in a
Proud Boys cell or living on the
fringes of the Republican Party.
She has straddled hard-right activ-
ism and establishment politics for
decades, operating for years in the
most rarefied circles within the
conservative movement.

If not true conservative royalty,
the Thomases come awfully close to
it. Justice Thomas’ long record as
one of the most conservative mem-
bers of the Supreme Court is indis-
putable. His wife has collected ac-
colades of her own as an activist on

the far right. They have said many
times that their professional lives
are kept separate, though their
causes are certainly shared.

Now it’s known just how much
Ginni Thomas pushed senior offi-
cials in the government to embrace
allegations that were unproven at
the time and ultimately disproved,
claims that embodied some of the
most outlandish of the ideas that
were circulating then.

It might be easy for senior Re-
publican officials to dismiss Tho-
mas’ texts as the work of someone
who represents only the most far-
right fringe of the party. But that’s
an escape from the continuing in-
fluence and downright domination
of Trump’s leadership of the Re-
publican Party.

Fortenberry, convicted in campaign donation case, resigns from House

By GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Republican
U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, of
Nebraska, on Saturday resigned
from office after a California jury
convicted him of lying to federal
authorities about an illegal cam-
paign donation from a foreign na-
tional.

In aletter to the House, Forten-
berry said he was resigning from
Congress, effective March 31.

“It has been my honor to serve
with you in the United States
House of Representatives,” he
said in the letter. “Due to the dif-

ficulties of my current circum-
stances, I can no longer effective-
ly serve.”

Fortenberry’s announcement
followed concerted pressure
from political leaders in Nebras-
ka and Washington for him to
step down. House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and House Minority Lead-
er Kevin McCarthy on Friday
urged Fortenberry to resign.

Nebraska Republican Gov.
Pete Ricketts said Fortenberry
should “do the right thing for his
constituents” and leave the office
he has held since 200S.

Fortenberry was indicted in

October after authorities said he
lied to FBI agents in two separate
interviews about his knowledge
of an illegal $30,000 contribution
from his campaign from a foreign
billionaire. Fortenberry was in-
terviewed at his home in Lincoln,
and then again with his lawyers
present in Washington, D.C.

At trial, prosecutors presented
recorded phone conversations in
which Fortenberry was repeat-
edly warned that the contribu-
tions came from Gilbert Chagou-
ry, aNigerian billionaire of Leba-
nese descent. The donations
were funneled through three

strawmen at a 2016 fundraiser in
Los Angeles.

Fortenberry’s withdrawal
from the primary leaves state
Sen. Mike Flood as the likely
GOP nominee. The former
speaker of the Nebraska Legisla-
ture, who has won endorsements
from Ricketts and former Gov.
Dave Heineman, has a strong ad-
vantage in the Republican-lean-
ing 1st Congressional District.
State Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks,
a Democrat from Lincoln, is also
running for the seat.

In a statement from his cam-
paign, Flood thanked Fortenber-

ry for “his many years of honor-
able service” and wished him
and his family the best.
“Working together, we will
keep this seat in Republican
hands,” Flood said, promising to
“continue the fight for our fam-
ilies, our economy and our con-
servative values in Congress.”
Under Nebraska state law, the
governor has to schedule a spe-
cial election with