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Pentagon says
despite Russia’s
war, China still
top threat to US

By Douc G. WARE
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — China re-
mains the greatest threat for U.S.
interests at home and abroad, de-
spite Russia’s ongoing war in Uk-
raine, according to a Pentagon de-
fense strategy released Thursday.

“[China is] the only country
with both the intent to reshape the
international order, and, increas-
ingly, the economic, diplomatic,
military, and technological power
to do so,” Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin states in the foreword to
the 2022 National Defense Strate-

RES

o LT

The Defense Department un-
veiled its first National Defense
Strategy in four years, a compre-
hensive security assessment that
identifies China, Russia, North
Korea, Iran — and climate change
— as some of the top threats for
which the U.S. military is prepar-
ing.

While the strategy identifies
several potential threats, it calls
China is the chief U.S. competitor.

“[China] remains our most con-
sequential strategic competitor
for the coming decades. I have
reached this conclusion based on

} [its] increasingly coercive actions
PHoTo iLLusTrATION BY Noca Ami-RAv/Stars and Stripes | to reshape the Indo-Pacific region
and the international system to fit
its authoritarian preferences,

- alongside a keen awareness of

[Beijing’s] clearly stated inten-

|| tions and the rapid modernization
and expansion of its military,”

Austin said.

The Pentagon_ rel.eased the
US Army announces heating caps, other measures to cut energy use in EUrope | fecee md siio dotonse .
views, which detail the military’s

By PaiLLip WALTER WELLMAN nent’s energy crisis. tion; otherwise, our costs will continue torise,” | key priorities and approaches to
Stars and Stripes The energy cutbacks were presented in a Installation Management Command-Europe | modern warfare worldwide. It’s a
KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — U.S. Ar- memo that is dated Oct. 21 but was released director Tommy Mize said in the memao. department-specific follow up to
my garrisons in Europe are settobe colderand this week. They went into effect immediately As part of the measures, buildings are to be | the National Security Strategy
darker this winter because of new conserva- and will be observed until April. that Biden released earlier this

tion measures taken in response to the Conti- We must reduce fuel and energy consump- SEE ENERGY ON PAGE 7 SEE CHINA ON PACE 6
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EUROPE GAS PRICES EXCHANGE RATES

Military rates

C cial rates

Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Germany $4.151 $4.696 $5.021 $5.723 Azores $4.900

Change in price .- . Euro costs (Oct. 28)
Change in price . .

Turkey $4818  gsa01+  Dollarbuys (Oct. 28)
Netherlands $4.869 $5.120 $6.073 British pound (Oct. 28)
Change in price Change in price - - Japanese yen (Oct. 28)

geinp - - - South Korean won (Oct. 28)

UK. $4.632 sao57  sseso  Feature fuel prices are updated daily. These prices

Change in price

PACIFIC GAS PRICES

are effective Oct. 28.

Bahrain (Dinar)

Britain (Pound)

China (Yuan)

Canada (Dollar)

Denmark (Krone)

. Egypt (Pound)
Country Super E10 S“Pegrgz';ade" Super plus 55"’358‘*9' South Korea $3.839 $4709  $5.409 Earc, Kong (Dollar)
P i i ) Change in price  -11.0 cents -12.0cents -1.0 cents Hungary (Forint)
Change in price -12.0 cents -2.0 cents Israel (Shekel)
Okinawa $3.819 $5.389 Guam $3.829 $4.369 $4.699 Japan (Yen)
i i . ) Changein price  -12.0 cents -13.0 cents -13.0 cents Kuwait (Dinar)
Changein price  -12.0 cents -2.0 cents Norway (Krone)
Philippines (Peso)
*DieselEFD **Midgrade Poland (zloty)

Pacific prices for week of Oct. 28 - Nov. 3

Saudi Arabia (Riyal)
Singapore (Dollar)

South Korea (Won) 1421.46
Switzerland (Franc) 0.9905
$0.98  Thailand (Baht) 37.81
0$917‘1‘§ Turkey (NewLira) 18.6081
143.00 (Military exchange rates are those available
1378.00  to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
03769 For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
11588 chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
%gggg your Ioca_l military banking fa(_:ility. Commercial
7: 4328 ratesare |r]terbank rates proylded for referer]ce
23.0020 when buying currency. All figures are foreign
09991  currencies to one dollar, except for the British
7.8493 pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
409.08 pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)
3.5154
vl INTEREST RATES |
0.3095
10.2913 Prime rate 6.25
58.23 Interest Rates Discount rate 3.75
4.74 Federal funds market rate 3.08
3.7598 3-month bill 4.03
1.4084 30-year bond 4.15
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The weather is provided by the
American Forces Network Weather Center,
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb.
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Report: Lack of info-sharing harms troops

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

A Navy SEAL sniper’s Killing of
an ISIS fighter in Cameroon, the
wounding of a Marine in battle in
Tunisia and large-scale gunfights
in Somalia.

Those are among the reporting
failures across presidential ad-
ministrations that have put U.S.
troops at heightened risk because
of insufficient oversight, accord-
ing to a transnational think tank
based in Brussels.

In a report released Wednes-
day, the International Crisis group
called for greater congressional
oversight of ongoing American
counterterrorism missions.

“The failure to report such hos-
tilities, or quietly and retroactive-
ly sweeping them under the 2001
(Authorization for Use of Military
Force) ... increases the risk that
the U.S. will unwittingly slide into
new conflicts,” the report said.

The report, which focused on

authorizations granted after the 9/
11 terrorist attacks, argues that
lawmakers should take a range of
steps to bring more scrutiny to
globe-spanning military missions.

Foryears, critics have lamented
that the 2001 legislation has been
used by successive U.S. adminis-
trations to carry out secret coun-
terterrorism missions outside the
public eye and with little push-
back from Congress.

Such missions, which the Penta-
gon generally refers to as “advise,
assist and accompany” oper-
ations, continue even as the mili-
tary has shifted its attention to
countering adversaries like Rus-
sia and China.

On numerous occasions, things
have quickly turned violent. Ac-
cording to one unidentified for-
mer U.S. official cited in the re-
port, American forces ended up
“running with scissors” and
“chasing (high-value targets),
which they never should have

been doing.”

Since 2015, U.S. armed forces
have engaged in several clashes
that should have been reported to
Congress under the War Powers
Resolution but weren’t, the Crisis
Group report said.

One little-known episode oc-
curred in 2017 in northern Came-
roon, where SEALS accompanied
a local unit to a compound flying
an ISIS flag. The SEALSs took up
overwatch 300 yards away as Ca-
meroonian troops approached the
site.

“An unidentified man emerged
with an AK-47, and a Cameroo-
nian soldier tried to fire upon him,
but the soldier’s gun reportedly
jammed,” the report said. “Acting
in what a former official charac-
terized as ‘collective self-defense’
of the Cameroonian forces, a
SEAL sniper shot and Killed the
man with the AK-47.”

Another 2017 battle involved
U.S. Marines accompanying Tuni-

sian partners, who got into a fire-
fight with militants along the Tu-
nisia-Algeria border.

A former U.S. official told the
Crisis Group that a Marine was
shot during the battle when a bul-
let ricocheted underneath his
body armor.

But those instances and several
others like them in places such as
Niger and Mali weren’t reported
to Congress within the War Pow-
ers Resolution’s 48-hour report-
ing period, according to the Crisis
Group’s findings.

“Nor was any of this fighting
widely understood to be autho-
rized at the time,” the report said.

It made the following recom-
mendations:

The Biden administration
should release a full list of groups
with which it considers the U.S. to
be at war under the 2001 law and
publicly disclose the legal bases
on which it deems such groups to
be within the scope of the autho-

rization for use of force.

Congress should resort to more
aggressive tactics to obtain infor-
mation from “a recalcitrant exec-
utive branch.” Holding up White
House confirmations until re-
quested documents are provided
is one such method.

Congressional committees
should more routinely hold
closed-door, transcribed briefings
to avoid the kind of partisan
grandstanding for television cam-
eras that makes some public hear-
ings unproductive.

“Subsequent public hearings
could then be used to draw public
attention to the issues under scru-
tiny — and give members a
chance to make their soundbites
for television — but substantive
fact finding would have been un-
dertaken beforehand,” the report
said.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
Twitter: @john_vandiver

Leaking pipes
blamed for
tainted water

By Douc. G. WARE
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Contaminated water
found in some of the tanks aboard the USS
Abraham Lincoln as it was moored off the
Southern California coast a few weeks ago
got into the ship’s potable water system
through a leak in one of its pipes, Navy offi-
cials said.

The Navy said earlier this month that E.
coli bacteria and some foul-smelling water
that was cloudy in appearance was found in
some of the potable water tanks aboard the
warship as it was off the coast of San Diego.

Officials said the water’s unusual appear-
ance and smell led to the discovery of the E.
coli in three of the ship’s 26 potable water
tanks. However, they noted the two issues
were not related to each other.

After the discovery of the bacteria, the
Navy said the tanks were taken out of ser-
vice and inspected.

“Those tanks were immediately isolated
and secured from the potable water system,
and the odor and cloudiness in the water
abated by [the following day],” said Cmdr.
Zachary Harrell, spokesman for the com-
mander of the Naval Air Forces.

Harrell also said the affected tanks would
be deep-cleaned and inspected and a thor-
ough root-cause analysis was being done.

The Navy said the cloudy and smelly wa-
ter was contaminated with bilge water,
which contains various waste elements
such as oil and chemicals that accumulate
on lower parts of the ship.

“Personnel from Puget Sound Naval Shi-
pyard and USS Abraham Lincoln complet-
ed the inspection of the affected potable wa-
ter tanks. The inspection concluded that
bilge water entered one of the potable water
tanks through a hole that was found in the
tank’s air vent line, causing the cloudy ap-

pearance and odor in the ship’s potable wa-
ter,” Naval Air Forces officials said in a
statement.

Typically, bilge water is pumped into a
storage holding tank on ships and disposed
of properly.

Navy officials said there were no con-
firmed illnesses from the bilge water or the
E. coli contamination have been document-
ed. About 3,000 sailors were aboard the USS
Abraham Lincoln when the tainted water
was found Sept. 21.

Harrell said all drinking water that’s
stored on all Navy ships is tested regularly.

“Drinking water aboard U.S. Navy ships
is tested for bacteria once a week when in
port or at sea,” he said. “The water is tested
more frequently when contamination is
suspected.”

No similar contaminations have since
been found on any other U.S. Navy vessels,
the Naval Air Forces said.

E. coli is a very common bacteria, and
most strains are not seriously threatening to
humans. People who are sickened by the
most common strain can experience mild
symptoms such as nausea or vomiting, diar-

& Sailor convicted

—

|
Lee ApsLEY/U.S. Navy

Contaminated water was found in some of the tanks aboard the aircraft carrier USS
Abraham Lincoln as it was moored off the Southern California coast in September.

rhea and stomach cramps, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion.

The USS Abraham Lincoln is a nuclear-
powered Nimitz-class aircraft carrier
named after the 16th president of the United
States. It was built in the 1980s and commis-
sioned in 1989. Its home port is Naval Air
Station North Island in San Diego.

The USS Abraham Lincoln was the Na-
vy’s second aircraft carrier in about a
month to have contaminated water. Offi-
cials delayed the departure of the USS Ni-
mitz from San Diego in September after jet
fuel was found in its potable water system.
Nearly a dozen sailors were sickened on the
Nimitz but not seriously. It’s not yet known
how the aviation fuel got into the ship’s
water.

The Nimitz’s contamination delayed the
aircraft carrier’s departure from the portin
San Diego by a couple of weeks. The vessel
is the lead ship in the Nimitz class, which
consists of 10 nuclear-powered aircraft
carriers.

Ware.doug@stripes.com

for sale of illegal
machine guns

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

A Virginia-based sailor was convicted
Friday by a federal jury on five counts of
owning and selling unregistered machine
guns online, after authorities found dozens
of weapons, including antitank missile
launchers in his home, according to the Jus-
tice Department.

Petty Officer 1st Class Patrick Tate Ada-
miak, a 28-year-old mas-
ter at arms first class in
the Navy, became the fo-
cus of a Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives, or ATF, inves-
tigation about a year ago
when an informant told
agents that the sailor sold
machine guns and altered
other weapons making them easy to convert
into machine guns, according to online
court records.

When contacted by the informant, Ada-
miak gave his name and home address in
Virginia Beach to receive payment through
a money order for weapons and machine
gun receivers.

With the informant’s help, agents contin-
ued to make purchases from Adamiak
through March, spending thousands of dol-
lars. The weapons sold to ATF investigators
and the informant were considered illegal
because Adamiak had not registered them
in compliance with the National Firearms
Act, according to the court documents.

Adamiak was found guilty by a jury of re-
ceiving, possessing and transferring unreg-
istered machine guns, and possession of
four destructive devices, the Justice De-
partment said.

Adamiak

Thayer.rose@stripes.com
Twitter: @Rose_Lori
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By SETH RoBSoN

will instead focus on answering customer

properly scan.

DIY checkout coming to AAFES exchanges

Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — The Army
and Air Force Exchange Service is rolling
out 500 self-checkout units at its military
department stores worldwide over the next
few months.

The DIY stations will be available at
AAFES exchanges, convenience stores and
specialty locations, according to AAFES
spokesman Chris Ward.

“Self-checkout allows more customers to
be served, improves in-store productivity
and increases the availability of associates
on the sales floor to assist customers with
purchase decisions,” he said Wednesday in
an email to Stars and Stripes.

Ward declined to reveal how much the
project cost, except to say the expense asso-
ciated with self-checkout equipment is min-
imal relative to its efficiencies and the im-

i
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SETH Rossou/;Stars and Stripes
An airman uses a new self-checkout
station inside the exchange at Yokota Air
Base, Japan, on Thursday.

proved customer experience it provides.
Self-checkout will have “no impact on staff-
ing,” he said.

Employees who staffed checkout lanes

questions or providing specialized service,
according to Ward.

“The Exchange is steadfast in its efforts
to incorporate technology to improve effi-
ciencies and the services it is honored to
provide service members and their fam-
ilies,” he said.

AAFES follows the Defense Commissary
Agency, which installed self-checkout lanes
14 years ago at its supermarkets on U.S. mil-
itary bases.

The exchange at Yokota, home of U.S.
Forces Japan in western Tokyo, put four
self-checkout machines into service Oct. 19,
store manager Andrew Defelice said
Thursday as he watched customers scan
their purchases.

“It’s more expeditious,” he said.

Defelice said store employees stand by to
assist employees when their items fail to

A store employee must approve sales of
alcohol and over-the-counter medicines
that have age restrictions, he said.

Employees who once manned the regis-
ters will spend more time taking inventory
or working on store displays, Defelice said.

People might take a while to get used to
the new machines, said Air Force Staff Sgt.
Brent Cook, 32, of Wheeling, W.Va., as he
checked out at the Yokota exchange on
Thursday.

Air Force veteran Jerry Deyoe, 61, a con-
tractor visiting Yokota on Thursday from
Washington state, said he’ll still sometimes
visit cashiers.

“I’ll wait in line to have some human in-
teraction,” he said.

robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobsonl

By KELLY AGEE
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — Stock up on candy,
carve those pumpkins and getyour
costumes ready because Hallo-
ween is coming back strong this
year on U.S. military bases in Ja-
pan. The COVID-19 pandemic de-
clared by the World Health Orga-
nization more than 2% years ago
dampened Halloween spirits and
curtailed traditional costume par-
ties and trick-or-treating.

This year, many military com-
mands in Japan are shedding pro-
hibitions to accommodate group
activities like spooky bowling
nights, haunted houses and in-
creased numbers of local guests.

However, bases on Okinawa are
limiting their Halloween activities
to base personnel only while em-
phasizing safe practices to prevent
the spread of COVID-19.

At Yokota Air Base in western
Tokyo, one sponsor may bring as
many as 10 trick-or-treaters on
base from S to 9 p.m. Saturday.
Last year, sponsors could invite
five guests.

“We are looking forward to cele-
brating another year of Hallo-
ween, and the Trick-or-Treat tra-
dition with members of our com-
munity,” Staff Sgt. Juan Torres
Chardon, a spokesman for 374th
Airlift Wing, told Stars and Stripes
via email Tuesday.

Eligible sponsors include De-
fense Department ID cardholders
and Japanese base employees —
master labor contracts and indi-
rect hires—as well as members of
the Japan Air Self-Defense Force
at Yokota, Torres Chardon said.

Air Force spouse Lisa Ricci, 35,
of Charleston, S.C., said she and
her daughters, ages8 and 9, are ex-

cited about sharing the holiday.

“I think it is awesome,” she told
Stars and Stripes on Monday at her
Yokota home. “The Japanese have
their traditions, but this is a great
way for the community to bond on
something.”

Zama zombies

At Camp Zama, the headquar-
ters of U.S. Army Japan about 20
miles south of Yokota, eligible
sponsors may welcome up to 28
guests onto the base or the Saga-
mihara Family Housing Area from
6to 9 p.m. Oct. 31, Amber Kurka, a
spokeswoman for U.S. Army Gar-
rison Japan, told Stars and Stripes
by email Monday.

This is the first year since 2019
that Halloween guests are permit-
ted on the Army installations for
trick-or-treating, she said.

Eligible sponsors, including Ja-
panese employees and members
of the Japan Ground Self-Defense
Force, may bring up to seven adult
guests. Each of those adults can
bring up to three children under
the age of 18 with them.

Camp Zama required sponsors
to obtain installation passes by
Wednesday for all guests 18 and ol-
der.

“U.S. Army Garrison Japan is
excited to be able to host events
thisyearthat are traditionally pop-
ular for our community, friends
and neighbors,” Kurka said.

Yokosuka ghosts

At Yokosuka Naval Base, the ho-
meport of the U.S. 7th Fleet south-
west of Tokyo, local children are
welcomed again on base after two
years of pandemic restrictions.

Eligible residents and base em-
ployees may bring up to four

guests on the base or the Ikego
Housing Detachment for trick-or-
treating from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Oct.
31, base spokesman Randall Bau-
comtold Stars and Stripes by email
Monday.

“It gives an opportunity for our
Japanese partnersto participatein
this American tradition,” he said.

For the past two years at Yoko-
suka only the children of individu-
als covered by the status of forces
agreement, typically Americans
in uniform or DOD civilian em-
ployees, could trick-or-treat on
base, he said.

This year, SOFA members may
invite guests under Yokosuka’s
normal guest policy, which is
based on rank or position, Baucom
said. Japanese employees may
bring as many as four guests.

Sasebo spirits

At Sasebo Naval Base in south-

ern Japan, the Hario Village,
Dragon Vale and Fiddler’s Green
housing areas will be open for
trick-or-treating from S to 8 p.m.
Oct. 31, base spokesman AKi Ni-
chols told Stars and Stripes by
phone Wednesday.

Visitors from the surrounding
communities may enter the base
without an escort provided they
present a valid, government-is-
sued ID. Children ages 12 and ol-
der must show aschool ID or be es-
corted by an adult age 18 or older
with a valid ID.

“We expect to have a good tur-
nout this year,” Nichols said.

Eerie Okinawa

Installations on Okinawa, still
mindful of the coronavirus, are
planning Halloween events for
base residents only.

Kadena Air Base has scheduled
trick-or-treating for Sto 8 p.m. Oct.

il
JEREMY GRAHAM/U S. Navy

Trick-or-treaters enter the Dragon Vale housing area at Sasebo Naval Base, Japan, on Oct. 31.

31, according to the base’s official
Facebook page.

“Halloween will look a bit differ-
entthisyear, so we’re providing of-
ficial guidance which capitalizes
on social distancing, hygiene, and
protecting each other, the mission,
and the Okinawan community,”
the post said.

On Marine base Camp Lester, a
haunted house and trunk-or-treat
event in which base residents dec-
orate the trunks of their cars, are
scheduled for 6 to 8 p.m. Saturday
at Lester Middle School. Anyone
with base access may take part.
Camp Foster plans a similar event,
Mardie Marqueze-Velasquez, the
base’s USO center manager, told
Stars and Stripes by phone
Wednesday.

Stars and Stripes reporters Frank Andrews and
Jonathan Snyder contributed to this report.
agee.kelly@stripes.com

Twitter: @KellyA_Stripes
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Author celebrates military moms with baby shower

By ALExX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — About S0 new and soon-
to-be mothers laughed, cheered
and chatted alongside the author
of a best-selling pregnancy guide
this week, part of a USO program
that brings the baby shower expe-
rience to future parents who are
far from home.

The Special Delivery program
in the past decade has feted more
than 30,000 military moms- and
dads to-be at showers on U.S. bas-
es around the world, according to
the U.S. Navy Office of Informa-
tion.

The events feature food, games,
prizes, Q&A sessions and guest
speakers.

At Yokosuka’s Officers Club on
Monday, new and expectant
mothers were joined by the pro-
gram’s co-founder, Heidi Mur-
koff, author of the bestselling
“What to Expect” book series, and
parents in attendance received co-
pies of her books.

The series, which began in 1984
with “What to Expect When
You’re Expecting,” are guides
that focus on pregnancy, giving
birth, and parenthood. The series

ALEx WiLsoN/Stars and Stripes

Heidi Murkoff, right, author of the best-selling "What to Expect" book
series, speaks with guests at a Special Delivery baby shower at
Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, on Monday.

has been translated into 44 lan-
guages and sold more than 42 mil-
lion copies, according to Mur-
koff’s website.

Being pregnant is difficult
enough, but the challenges only
multiply thousands of miles away
from home, Murkoff told Stars
and Stripes before the event. Pro-
grams like Special Delivery are

meant to bridge that gap.

“These moms are so far from
their family and friends and their
network of support. They won’t
necessarily have a baby shower —
at least not an in-person one, espe-
cially if they don’t have a lot of
friends in the community yet,” she
said. “This is a way to celebrate
them and shower them with love

and gifts and all the things you
would get at a baby shower.”

The program was born in 2013,
when Murkoff and her husband,
Erik Murkoff, attended a shower
at Fort Belvoir, Va.

“We went to the shower, and we
were immediately hooked; we
knew we had to do this,” she said.
“And amonth later, we were doing
our first baby showers.”

Monday’s shower was the sec-
ond this year at Yokosuka. Com-
bined with events at Yokota Air
Base in western Tokyo and Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
near Hiroshima, Special Delivery
has celebrated with more than 230
parents-to-be this year, according
to USO area coordinator Natalie
Rowland.

“What the USO does, our sole
purpose, is to connect our military
service members and their fam-
ilies to home,” Rowland told Stars
and Stripes on Monday. “Having
an event like this is our opportuni-
ty to support the mothers and
mothers-to-be to have a tradition
that they would normally have at
home.”

Games included Pass the Paci,
where mothers passed a pacifier
around the table and awarded

each other for “mom superla-
tives” such as who had lived in Yo-
kosuka the longest and who has
the most kids.

The mom who had the most
“unique pregnancy craving”’ —
buffalo sauce with lemon — won
the pacifier.

In another game, moms used
Play-Doh to sculpt something re-
lated to babies, being a mom or
pregnancy. Murkoff and others
visited each table to guess each
sculpture.

First-time mom Heather John-
son, 31, of Dunnellon, Fla., said
learning about concepts such as
“baby-led weaning,” a method of
introducing solid foods to infants,
made the shower a positive, infor-
mative experience.

Emily Osgood, 30, of Boston,
said the event was a great way for
off-base residents like herself to
make new friends and connect
with other military moms.

Jasmine Iyer, 32, of Dallas, rec-
ommended all expectant mothers
to attend Special Delivery.

“It’s a great event,” she said.
“Heidi has such great energy.”

wilson.alex@stripes.com
Twitter: @AlexMNWilson
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Vets fear for

By J.P. LAWRENCE
Stars and Stripes

A Republican senator’s latest
moves against a program that pro-
vides visas to interpreters who
worked with U.S. forces in Af-
ghanistan could spell doom for it,
some advocates and aides say.

Lawmakers this week are de-
bating a provision in the annual
defense budget that would extend
the Special Immigrant Visa pro-
gram beyond 2023.

Iowa Sen. Chuck Grassley has
raised objections that could kill
the program, Jeff Phaneuf, advo-
cacy chief at the Virginia-based
nonprofit No One Left Behind,
said in a statement Wednesday.

“Ensuring the continuation of
this program is critical to keep our
promise to those who stood shoul-
der to shoulder with U.S. troops on
the battlefield,” Phaneuf said,
adding that thousands of transla-
tors remain in Afghanistan and

J.P. LAWRENCE/Stars and Stripes

An ex-interpreter for U.S. forces
who left Afghanistan in 2020 on
a Special Immigrant Visa.

are seeking the visas.

The Special Immigrant Visa
program resettles translators and
their family members who face
risks to their lives because of their
previous work with the U.S. Cur-
rently, anyone who applies by
Dec. 31, 2023, will be considered.

A spokesman for Grassley de-
clined to comment on the sen-

ator’s position but said the matter
is part of ongoing negotiations, in
which various lawmakers have
concerns.

“It seems there are a number of
objections, from both the House
and Senate minority,” George
Hartmann, deputy communica-
tions director Grassley, said in an
email Wednesday.

Grassley is the ranking Repu-
blican on the Senate Judiciary
Committee, which has jurisdic-
tion over the SIV program. He has
objected to it in the past and tried
repeatedly to limit its scope, The
Daily Beast reported in 2018.

He has taken issue with what he
considers “lax standards” in the
program and has sought toinclude
stipulations that only Afghans who
were classified as a translator or
interpreter can apply for an SIV,
according to The Daily Beast.

Grassley represents a “signifi-
cant hurdle” to the program’s sur-

vival, said a congressional staffer
who is familiar with the negotia-
tions but is not authorized to speak
publicly on the matter.

“Barring something rather ex-
traordinary, the provision proba-
bly doesn’t get included and the
SIV program would effectively
stop at the end of 2023,” the staffer
told Stars and Stripes on Wednes-
day.

But the program has survived
previous objections by Grassley,
noted Lawrence Montreuil, legis-
lative director at the American Le-
gion. He downplayed the forebod-
ing expressed by the congression-
al staffer.

“We’re frustrated by his opposi-
tion, but we’re not overly con-
cerned that Sen. Grassley will suc-
ceed,” Montreuil said Wednes-
day, adding that if the program
ends up in a dire predicament, the
American Legion and other
groups will lobby for it.

future of Afghan visa program

The U.S. welcomed some 74,000
Afghans after the fall of the Amer-
ican-backed government to the
Taliban in August 2021. About half
of them are eligible for SIVs or
have applied, a senior administra-
tion official said in 2022.

The SIV program has seen case
delays lasting years because of
understaffing and a reliance on
outdated technology, a State De-
partment inspector general report
in 2020 said.

The debate comes amid advoca-
cy for another bill, the Afghan Ad-
justment Act, which provides per-
manent legal status to Afghans
outside the SIV program or the
asylum system.

The bill faces opposition from
some Republicans, who say the se-
curity procedures in it are not
stringent enough.

lawrence.jp@stripes.com
Twitter: @jplawrence3

China: DOD needs to be able to address multiple conflicts

FROM PAGE 1

month.

The defense strategy outlines
four top-level defense priorities —
defending the homeland, deter-
ring attacks against the United
States, deterring aggression and
preparing for possible conflict and
building a “resilient joint force
and defense ecosystem.”

The 80-page strategy is the Pen-
tagon’s unclassified version. Its
classified version was given to
Congress last spring, not long af-
ter Russia invaded Ukraine, but
officials said there isn’t a lot of
foundational difference between
the two versions.

“In these times, business as
usual at the department is not ac-
ceptable,” Austin said. “The 2022
NDS lays out our vision for focus-
ing the Defense Department
around our pacing challenge, even
as we manage the other threats of
our swiftly changing world. It
builds on my 2021 message to the
force, which stressed as core val-
ues defending the nation, taking
care of our people, and succeeding
through teamwork.”

Biden and other military offi-
cials have previously identified
China as a potential threat to U.S.
interests, in part, because it has
made aggressive statements to-
ward Taiwan, which it considers a
breakaway territory.

Air Force Gen. Jacqueline Van
Ovost, commander of the U.S.
Transportation Command, said
earlier this month that Beijing
creates a unique challenge be-
cause China and Taiwan are in the
vast Pacific Ocean, which poses
some logistical difficulties in
transporting military equipment
and personnel.

The defense strategy identifies
Russia as an “acute” threat. “We
chose the word ‘acute’ carefully,”
Austin told reporters the word
was chosen because it’s unlikely
that Russia can ‘“systemically
challenge the U.S. over the long
term.”

Senior defense officials who
spoke on the condition of anonym-
ity underscored the importance of
nuclear weapons as a deterrent.
Russian President Vladimir Putin
on multiple occasions has threat-
ened the use of nuclear weapons
in Ukraine, particularly after
Moscow sustained heavy losses
during Ukraine’s successful coun-
teroffensive.

“Our central charge is to devel-
op, combine, and coordinate our
strengths to maximum effect,”
Austin said in the foreword to the
defense strategy.

“Welive in turbulent times. Yet,
I am confident that the depart-
ment, along with our counterparts
throughout the U.S. government
and our allies and partners around
the world, is well positioned to
meet the challenges of this deci-
sive decade.”

A significant component to the
new strategy, officials said, is the
U.S. military’s need to plan for a
scenario in which it might need to
address multiple conflicts at once.

“In a potential conflict with a
competitor, the United States
would need to be able to deter op-
portunistic aggression by another
competitor,” according to the
strategy. “We will rely in part on
nuclear weapons to help mitigate
this risk, recognizing that a near-
simultaneous conflict with two nu-
clear-armed states [Russia and
China] would constitute an ex-

treme circumstance.”

The Pentagon alsoissued its Nu-
clear Posture Review and Missile
Defense Review on Thursday. For
the first time, officials said, all
three documents were integrated,
meaning Defense Department of-
ficials and experts across portfo-
lios were involved in putting to-
gether the reviews.

One senior defense official de-
scribed the process as everyone
having a hand in “baking the
cake.” The official said the strate-
gy is a “call to action for the de-
fense enterprise to incorporate al-
lies and partners at every stage of
defense planning.”

After China and Russia, the Na-
tional Defense Strategy identifies
other “persistent threats” to in-
clude North Korea and Iran.

“North Korea continues to ex-
pand its nuclear and missile capa-
bility to threaten the U.S. home-
land, deployed U.S. forces, and
[South Korea] and Japan, while
seeking to drive wedges between
the United States, [South Korea-]
and United States-Japan allianc-
es,” the strategy states. “Iran is
taking actions that would improve
its ability to produce a nuclear
weapon should it make the deci-
sion to do so, even as it builds and
exports extensive missile forces,
uncrewed aircraft systems, and
advanced maritime capabilities
that threaten chokepoints for the
free flow of energy resources and
international commerce.”

Some of the important challeng-
es that will affect U.S. national se-
curity, the department said, also
include global threats such as pan-
demics and climate change. The
Pentagon refers to these as “trans-
boundary challenges.” Austin

called them threats that “do not
respect borders.”

“Beyond state and non-state ac-
tors, changes in global climate and
other dangerous transboundary
threats are already transforming
the context in which the depart-
ment operates,” according to the
strategy. “Increasing temper-
atures, changing precipitation
patterns, rising sea levels, and
more frequent extreme weather
conditions will affect basing and
access while degrading readiness,
installations, and capabilities.

“Climate change is creating
new corridors of strategic interac-
tion, particularly in the Arctic re-
gion,” the strategy said. “It will in-
crease demands, including on the
joint force, for disaster response
and defense support of civil au-
thorities, and affect security rela-
tionships with some allies and
partners.”

The coronavirus pandemic is a
good example of how cross-border
challenges can impact national se-
curity, defense officials said. The
pandemic is still affecting many
countries, global supply chains
and the U.S. defense industrial
base — and is requiring “substan-
tial commitment” of resources
and is highlighting the immense
costs and risks of future biological
threats.

“Together, these rapidly evolv-
ing features of the security envi-
ronment threaten to erode the
United States’ ability to deter ag-
gression and to help maintain fav-
orable balances of power in criti-
cal regions,” it states. “[China]
presents the most consequential
and systemic challenge, while
Russia poses acute threats — both

to vital U.S. national interests
abroad and to the homeland.”

Two main points of the depart-
ment’s Nuclear Posture Review,
the officials said, are maintaining
a safe nuclear deterrent and tak-
ing steps to reduce the risks of a
nuclear war.

“Aslong as nuclear weapons ex-
ist, the United States and other nu-
clear weapon states have a special
charge to be responsible custo-
dians of these nuclear capabilities
and work with a sense of urgency
to create a security environment
that would ultimately allow for
their elimination,” according to
the strategy. “Nuclear weapons
have not been employed in more
than 7S years. While ensuring our
security, our goal is to extend this
record of non-use and reduce the
risk of a nuclear war that could
have catastrophic effects for the
United States and the world.”

Austin said the Pentagon is con-
fident that it’s effectively identify-
ing traditional and emerging de-
fense challenges and responding
accordingly. That includes, he
said, taking care of America’s
troops. For example, he said, a de-
cision to increase pay for service
members by more than 4% will
take effect in January.

“We do not shy away from tough
challenges, especially when it
comes to securing our national in-
terests and defending our national
values,” he said. “To meet this mo-
ment, we will tap into our core
strengths: our dynamic, diverse,
and innovative society; our un-
matched network of allies and
partners, and the tremendous
men and women of our armed
forces.”
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Navy crews save 3 from burning motorhoat

Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Sailors
from two Navy ships rescued a
trio of Yemeni nationals from a
burning motorboat moments
before it sank in the Gulf of
Aden this week, the service
said Thursday in a statement.

The destroyer USS Nitze and
the patrol coastal ship USS

Monsoon responded Wednes-
day after seeing the mariners
in distress in international wa-
ters, U.S. Naval Forces Central
Command/U.S. Sth Fleet said.

One man required medical
attention but was stable when
he and the other two civilians
were transferred to Yemen’s
coast guard, said Cmdr. Tim

Energy: 66-degree

FROM PAGE 1

heated to no more than 66 degrees
Fahrenheit, and unnecessary out-
door lighting is to be turned off.

The move comes less than two
months after the Army told Stars
and Stripes it had no plans to spec-
ify heating limits at its European
installations.

Officials said then that the ser-
vice is not bound by host nation
regulations and would try to re-
duce energy consumption by oth-
er means.

Earlier this year, the European
Union pledged to cut overall con-
sumption of natural gas by 15% as
Russian imports dwindle, a conse-
quence of the Kremlin’s response
to Western sanctions punishing
Russia for its war of aggression in
UKraine.

The Army’s conservation mea-
sures will help ensure it is “part of
the solution” to the energy chal-
lenges facing European allies,
Mize said.

The 66 degrees cap, which is
slightly below heat level 3 on
many European radiators, will ap-
ply to all workplaces during office
hours and will be reduced to SO de-
grees, or heat level 1, during non-
working hours, according to the
new guidelines.

Nonwork areas, such as hall-
ways and bathrooms, will remain
at S0 degrees throughout the day.
Facilities such as hospitals,
schools and child development
centers are exempt from the mea-
sures but are being encouraged to
adopt them if possible.

The memo also says outdoor
lighting at all installation build-
ings should be turned off if it pro-
vides little safety or security.

In addition, it directs service
members to get rid of space heat-
ers, keep doors and windows
closed except for ventilation and
open shutters during the day to let
in sunlight but close them at night
to trap warmth.

Although no enforcement
mechanism is specified in the me-
mo, garrison leaders think there
will be a personal incentive to
abide by the measures, command
spokesman Mark Heeter said.

“People are looking to their own
energy consumption as a way to
help themselves while also con-
tributing to solving a bigger prob-
lem,” Heeter said.

Officials say soldiers living in
barracks and Army family hous-
ing also should reduce heat at
home.

The memorandum lacks a stan-
dard maximum home temper-
ature but says DOD employees
who are leaving on vacation
should keep their residence no
warmer than S0 degrees.

Despite a recent drop in energy
costs, continued concerns over the
price of natural gas, which
jumped by 300% in some military
communities in Germany and Ita-
ly this summer, appear to be a
main reason for the U-turn by the
command.

As a result of unusually warm
fall weather and ongoing EU ef-
forts, natural gas prices on Eu-
rope’s TTF benchmark on Mon-
day fell below $100 per megawatt-
hour for the first time since June.
That was a 70% drop from late-Au-
gust highs of about $350 per mega-
watt-hour.

European storage facilities are
also over 90% full, according to da-
ta from Gas Infrastructure Eu-
rope.

Still, prices could rise sharply
again when the weather gets col-
der, according to experts, who
have also voiced concerns about
the threat of sabotage and the im-
pact it could have on the energy
market.

The largest Air Force wing in
Europe and Africa is also attempt-
ing to match the EU’s collective
15% gas reduction.

Ramstein Air Base’s 86th Airlift
Wing announced that decisionin a
Sept. 26 memorandum that was is-
sued Sunday, nearly a month lat-
er.

The Air Force memo says build-
ings should not be heated over 68
degrees Fahrenheit, as opposed to
the Army’s 66 degrees.

The Army relies on local power
grids for most of the electricity it
uses to power its European garri-
sons.

In fiscal year 2021, the Army
spent $6.6 million on natural gas
for its garrisons in Germany alone
during, and it is estimated to have
spent about $10 million during fis-
cal year 2022, which ended last
month, IMCOM-Europe told Stars
and Stripes in August.

wellman.phillip@stripes.com

Hawkins, a spokesman for the
command and Sth Fleet.

The rescue took place about
S0 miles off the coast of Yemen,
the Navy said.

Homeported at Naval Station
Norfolk in Virginia, Nitze be-
gan operating in the Middle
East this summer, the Navy
said. The ship is part of the

George H.W. Bush Carrier
Strike Group, which deployed
to the Mediterranean Sea in
August.

Monsoon is forward-de-
ployed to U.S. Sth Fleet and op-
erates from Bahrain, according
to the statement.

info@stripes.com

CRyTON VANDIESAL//U.S. Navy

U.S.sailors extinguish flames
from a motorboat in the Gulf of
Aden on Wednesday.
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Russia warns it could target US satellites

By ANDREW MELDRUM
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — UkKkrainian
forces attacked Russia’s hold on
the southern city of Kherson on
Thursday while fighting also in-
tensified in the country’s east. The
battles came amid reports that
Moscow-appointed authorities in
Kherson have fled the city, joining
tens of thousands of residents who
have been evacuated to other Rus-
sia-held areas.

Ukrainian forces were sur-
rounding Kherson from the west
and attacking Russia’s foothold on
the west bank of the Dnieper Riv-
er, which divides the region and
the country.

Amid the Dbattles, Russia
warned that Moscow could target
Western commercial satellites
used for military purposes in sup-
port of Ukraine.

Russian Foreign  Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
accused the United States of pur-
suing “thoughtless and mad” es-
calation. She argued that Wash-
ington should take a more respon-
sible approach shown during the
1962 Cuban Missile Crisis — when
the Cold War superpowers
stepped back from the brink of nu-
clear confrontation.

Ukraine has pushed ahead with
an offensive to reclaim the Kher-
son region and its capital of the
same name, which Russian forces
captured during the first days of a
war now in its ninth month.

More than 70,000 residents
from the Kherson city area have
evacuated in recent days, the re-
gion’s governor, Vladimir Saldo,
said Thursday.

Members of the Russia-backed
regional administration were in-
cluded in the evacuation, the dep-
uty governor, Kirill Stremousov
said.

Monuments to Russian heroes
were moved, along with the re-
mains of Grigory Potemkin, the
Russian general who founded
Kherson in the 18th century, that

AnDRIl MARIENKO/AP

Members of the Ukrainian Emergency Service operate the Armtrac 400 demining machine during its
media presentation outside Kharkiv, Ukraine, on Thursday. The placard on left reads “Dangerous! Mines!”

were kept at the city’s St. Cathe-
rine’s Church.

In eastern Ukraine, Russian
forces continued to bombard the
city of Bakhmut in the Donetsk re-
gion, making slow gains toward
the center.

Amid the heavy combat on two
fronts, Russian officials stepped
up warnings that the West could
become part of the conflict.

“The more the U.S. is drawn in-
to supporting the Kyiv regime on
the battlefield, the more they risk
provoking a direct military con-
frontation between the biggest nu-
clear powers fraught with cata-
strophic consequences,” said Zak-
harova, the Russian Foreign min-
istry spokeswoman.

“Washington now keeps upping
the ante, apparently believing that
it’s capable of controlling the esca-
lation,” she said.

The deputy head of Russia’s del-
egation ata U.N. arms control pan-
el, Konstantin Vorontsov, de-
scribed the use of U.S. and other

Western commercial satellites for
military purposes during the
fighting in Ukraine as “extremely
dangerous.”

“The quasi-civilian infrastruc-
ture could be a legitimate target
for aretaliatory strike,” Vorontsov
warned.

As they have all month, Russian
forces carried out attacks on Uk-
raine’s energy infrastructure,
which have caused increasing
worry ahead of winter.

A Russian drone attack early
Thursday hit an energy facility
near the capital of Kyiv, causing a
fire, said Kyiv regional Gov. Olek-
siy Kuleba. He said the latest at-
tacks inflicted “very serious dam-
age.”

“The Russians are using drones
and missiles to destroy Ukraine’s
energy system ahead of the winter
and terrorize civilians,” Kuleba
said in televised remarks.

Kuleba announced new rolling
blackouts and urged consumers to
save power. He said authorities

were still pondering over specifics
of the blackouts needed to restore
the damaged power facilities.

Kyrylo Tymoshenko, deputy
head of Ukraine’s presidential of-
fice, said rolling blackouts would
also be introduced in the neigh-
boring Chernihiv, Cherkasy and
Zhytomyr regioms.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy has said earlier
that Russian attacks have already
destroyed 30% of the country’s
energy infrastructure.

In a likely response to Russia’s
attacks on UKrainian infrastruc-
ture, a power plant was attacked
just outside Sevastopol, a port in
the Russian-annexed region of
Crimea. The plant suffered minor
damage in a drone attack, accord-
ing to city leader Mikhail Razvoz-
hayev. He said electricity supplies
were uninterrupted.

Crimea, a region slightly larger
than Sicily, was annexed by Rus-
sia from Ukraine in 2014. It has
faced drone attacks and explo-

sions amid the fighting in Ukraine.
In a major setback for Russia, a
powerful truck bomb blew up a
section of a strategic bridge link-
ing Crimea to Russia’s mainland
on Oct. 8.

A senior Ukrainian military of-
ficer accused Russia of planning
to stage explosions at the Zapo-
rizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant and
blame them on Ukraine in a false
flag attack.

Gen. Oleksii Gromov, the chief
of the main operational depart-
ment of the Ukrainian military’s
general staff, pointed to Moscow’s
repeated unfounded allegations
that Ukraine was plotting to deto-
nate a radioactive dirty bomb as a
possible signal that Moscow was
planning explosions at the plant,
Europe’s largest nuclear power
station.

Russia took control of the Zapo-
rizhzhia plant in the opening days
of the invasion. Russia and Uk-
raine have accused each other of
attacking the plant, whose reac-
tors were shut down following
continuous shelling.

Gromov also charged Thursday
that Russian forces may have
staged explosions at residential
buildings in the city of Kherson
before retreating from the city “to
inflict a critical damage to the in-
frastructure of the areas being re-
claimed by Ukraine.”

The war in Ukraine and the re-
sulting energy crisis is likely to
cause global demand for fossil
fuels to peak or flatten out, accord-
ing to a report released Thursday
by the Paris-based International
Energy Agency, largely due to the
fall in Russian exports.

“Today’s energy crisis is deli-
vering a shock of unprecedented
breadth and complexity,” the IEA
said, releasing its annual report,
the World Energy Outlook.

The report said this was forcing
the world’s more advanced econo-
mies to accelerate structural
changes toward renewable ener-
gy sources.

Putin: West seeks global
domination using Ukraine

Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on Thursday
sought to cast the conflict in Uk-
raine as part of efforts by the
West to secure its global domina-
tion.

Speaking at a conference of in-
ternational policy experts, Putin
accused the U.S. and its allies of
trying to dictate their terms to
other nations in a “dangerous and
bloody” domination game.

Putin, who sent his troops into
Ukraine on Feb. 24, has cast
Western support for Ukraine as
part of broad efforts by Washing-

ton and its allies to enforce what
they call a rules-based world or-
der that only foments chaos.

The Russian leader warned
that “he who will sow the wind
will reap the whirlwind.”

Putin claimed that “humankind
now faces a choice: accumulate a
load of problems that will inevi-
tably crush us all or try to find
solutions that may not be ideal
but working and could make the
world more stable and secure.”

Putin said Russia isn’t the ene-
my of the West but will continue
to oppose the diktat of Western
neo-liberal elites.

West, Russia

Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS —The U.S.
andits Western allies on the Secur-
ity Council insisted Wednesday
that Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres has the right to investi-
gate if Russia has used Iranian
drones to attack civilians and pow-
er plants in Ukraine.

They dismissed Moscow’s argu-
ment that the U.N. chief would be
violating the U.N. Charter.

Russia’s U.N. ambassador, Vas-
sily Nebenzia, who called the
council meeting, argued that only
the Security Council can mandate
an investigation. He cited Article
100 of the charter, which says the
secretary-general “shall not seek

or receive instructions from any
government or from any other au-
thority external to the organiza-
tion.”

U.S. deputy ambassador Robert
Wood called Russia’s contention
“simply dumbfounding” and an at-
tempt “to deflect attention from its
own egregious wrongdoing in Uk-
raine.”

French Ambassador Nicolas De
Riviere accused Russia of con-
stantly violating the U.N. Charter
“and trampling onits principles by
invadingitsneighborand claiming
to annex its territories.”

Britain’s deputy ambassador,
James Kariuki, called it “another
attempt by Russia to distract from

clash over UN drone probe

its crimesin Ukraine, and Iran and
Russia’s failure to abide by their
international obligations.”

The Western envoys said the Se-
curity Council’stimeisbeing wast-
ed by Russia, whichisengagedina
blitz of activity at the council.

Russia called closed-door con-
sultations Tuesday about its un-
founded allegations that Ukraine
is preparing a dirty bomb. It called
Wednesday’s meeting totry to pre-
vent the investigation of its pur-
ported use of Iranian drones. And
it called a meeting Thursday on its
claims that secret American labs
in Ukraine were engaged in bio-
logical warfare — a charge denied
by the U.S. and Ukraine.
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US sees unemployment claims inch higher

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Slightly more
Americans applied for unemploy-
ment benefits last week as the labor
market remains one of the health-
iest parts of an uneven U.S. econo-
my.

Jobless claims for the week end-
ing Oct. 22 inched up by 3,000 to
217,000 from 214,000 the previous
week, the Labor Department re-
ported Thursday.

The four-week moving average

rose to 219,000 from 212,250 the
previous week.

Applications for jobless claims,
considered a proxy for layoffs, have
remained historically low even as
the Federal Reserve has cranked
up its benchmark borrowing rate in
an effort to cool the economy and
tame inflation.

Fed officials have warned that
the unemployment rate will likely
have to rise as part of their fight
against rising prices, and the most

recent government jobs report like-
ly snuffed out any hope that the Fed
would pause rate increases when it
meets in next week.

American employers slowed
their hiring in September but still
added 263,000 jobs and the unem-
ployment rate fell from 3.7% to
3.5%, matching a half-century low.

Earlier this month, the govern-
ment reported that inflation in the
United States accelerated in Sep-
tember, with the cost of housing and

other necessities intensifying pres-
sure on families and businesses.
Four-decade high inflation has
prompted the Federal Reserve to
keep raising its key interest rate,
which is currently in a range of 3%
to 3.25%. A little more than six
months ago, that rate was near zero.
The sharp rate hikes have pushed
mortgage rates up near 7%, and
made other borrowing costlier. The
Fed hopes that higher interest rates
will slow borrowing and spending

and push inflation closer to its tradi-
tional 2% target.

The U.S. economy rebounded in
the third quarter, the government
reported Thursday, expanding by
2.6% after contracting in the first
half of the year.

The total number of Americans
collecting unemployment aid rose
by 55,000 to 1.44 million for the
week ending Oct. 15, its highest lev-
el in seven months, but still not a
worrisome level.

US economy returned
to growth last quarter

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
economy grew at a better-than-ex-
pected 2.6% annual rate from July
through September, snapping two
straight quarters of economic con-
traction and overcoming puni-
shingly high inflation and interest
rates.

Thursday’s estimate from the
Commerce Department showed
that the nation’s gross domestic
product—the broadest gauge of ec-
onomic output — grew in the third
quarter after having shrunk in the
first half of 2022. Stronger exports
and steady consumer spending,
backed by a healthy job market,
helped restore growth to the
world’s biggest economy.

The latest GDP report comes as
Americans, worried about inflation
and the risk of a recession, have be-
gun to vote in midterm elections
that will determine whether Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s Democratic Party
retains control of Congress. Infla-
tion has become a signature issue
for Republican attacks on the Dem-
ocrats’ stewardship of the econo-
my.

Consumer spending, which ac-
counts for about 70% of U.S. eco-
nomic activity, expanded at a 1.4%

annual pace in the July-September
quarter, down from a 2% rate from
April through June. Last quarter’s
growth also got a big boost from ex-
ports, which shot up at an annual
pace of 14.4%. Government spend-
ing also helped: It rose at a 2.4% an-
nual pace, the first such increase
since early last year, with sharply
higher defense spending leading
the way.

Housing investment, though,
plunged at a 26% annual pace, ham-
mered by surging mortgage rates
as the Federal Reserve aggressive-
ly raises borrowing costs to combat
chronic inflation. It was the sixth
straight quarterly drop in residen-
tial investment.

Overall, the outlook for the over-
all economy has darkened. The Fed
has raised interest rates five times
this year and is set to do so again
next week and in December. Chair
Jerome Powell has warned that the
Fed’s hikes will bring “pain” in the
form of higher unemployment.
Concern about the likelihood of a
recession next year has been grow-
ing.

“Looking ahead, risks are to the
downside, to consumption in partic-
ular, as households continue to face
challenges from high prices and

Nam Y. Huw/AP

People shop at a grocery store in Glenview, lll., in July. Inflation, still near a 40-year high, is punishing
households. Rising interest rates have derailed the housing market and threaten to inflict broader damage.

likely slower job growth going for-
ward,” Rubeela Farooqi, chief U.S.
economist at High Frequency Eco-
nomics, wrote in a research note.
With inflation still near a 40-year
high, steady price spikes have been
pressuring households across the
country. Atthe same time, rising in-
terest rates have derailed the hous-
ing market and are likely to inflict
broader damage over time. The
outlook for the world economy, too,

grows bleaker the longer that Rus-
sia’s war against Ukraine drags on.

Economists noted that the third-
quarter gain in GDP could be
traced entirely to the surge in ex-
ports, which added 2.7 percentage
points to the economy’s expansion.
Export growth will be difficult to
sustain as the global economy wea-
kens and a strong U.S. dollar makes
American products pricier in for-
eign markets.

Thursday’s report offered some
encouraging news on inflation. A
price index in the GDP data rose at
a 41% annual rate from July
through September, down from 9%
inthe April-June period —lessthan
economists had expected and the
smallest increase since the final
three months of 2020. That figure
could raise hopes that the Fed
might decide it can soon slow its
rate hikes.

USDA announces $759 million for high-speed internet in rural areas

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture is making
available $759 million in grants
and loans to enable rural commun-
ities to access high-speed internet,
part of the broader $65 billion push
for high-speed connectivity from
last year’s infrastructure law.

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack and White House senior ad-
viser Mitch Landrieu were unveil-
ing the grants in North Carolina on
Thursday.

There are 49 recipients in 24
states. One is North Carolina’s Ac-
cessOn Networks, which will re-
ceive $17.5 million to provide
broadband service to 100 business-
es, 76 farms and 22 educational fa-

cilities in the state’s Halifax and
Warren counties. Both counties
are rural and have predominantly
Black populations.

The announcement and visit to
North Carolina, a state with an
open U.S. Senate seat, come as
President Joe Biden and other top
Democratic officials are trying to
sell their achievements to voters
before the Nov. 8 midterm elec-
tions. Landrieu, the infrastructure
coordinator and former New Or-
leans mayor, told reporters on a
Wednesday call that the Biden ad-
ministration has already released
$180 billion for various infrastruc-
ture projects.

The administration is specifical-
ly targeting support for small

towns and farm communities,
places that generally favor Repu-
blicans over Democrats.

“Rural communities are the
backbone of our nation, but for too
long they’ve been left behind and
they have been underrecognized,”
Landrieu said. “We all know how
essential the internet is in order to
access lifesaving telemedicine, to
tap into economic opportunity, to
connect with loved ones, to work on
precision agriculture and so much
more. That’s just beyond unaccep-
table that that’s not available to ru-
ral America.”

Vilsack said he and Landrieu
will “learn firsthand” from people
in North Carolina about the oppor-
tunities internet access can create.

They plan to meet with state and lo-
cal officials including North Car-
olina Gov. Roy Cooper at Wake
Technical Community College,
where they’ll announce the grants.
They will also hold a town hall in

Elm City.

Neither candidate in North Car-
olina’s U.S. Senate race — Demo-
crat Cheri Beasley and Republican
Ted Budd — was slated to appear
at the events.
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Legal challenges already |
begin for Nov. 8 election

By CoLLEEN LoNG
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Election
Day is 12 days away. But in cour-
trooms across the country, efforts
to sow doubt over the outcome
have already begun.

More than 100 lawsuits have
been filed this year around the up-
coming midterm elections. The
suits, largely by Republicans, tar-
get rules over mail-in voting, early
voting, voter access, voting ma-
chines, voting registration, the
counting of mismarked absentee
ballots and access for partisan poll
watchers.

It’s the most litigation ever be-
fore an election and it’s likely a
preview of a potentially conten-
tious post-election landscape. The
strategy was born in part of the
failure of allies of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump to successful-
ly challenge and overturn the free
and fair results of the 2020 presi-
dential election.

But while the 2020 election ef-
fort was an ad hoc response front-
ed by a collection of increasingly
ill-prepared lawyers that included
Rudy Giuliani, today’s effort is a
more formalized, well-funded and
well-organized campaign run by
the Republican National Commit-
tee and other legal allies with
strong bona fides. Party officials
say they are actively preparing for
recounts, contested elections and
more litigation. And there are
thousands of volunteers in place
primed to challenge ballots and
hunt down evidence of malfea-
sance.

“We’re now at the point where
charges of fraud and suppression
are baked into the turnout models
for each party. Republicans
charge fraud. Democrats charge
suppression. Each side amplifies
its position with massive and cost-
ly amounts of litigation and mes-
saging,” said Benjamin Ginsberg,
co-chair of the Election Official
Legal Defense Network and for-

“Contesting an election that is clearly
lost is now where all the incentive
structure is, and that is incredibly
corrosive for democracy.”

mer counsel to the George W.
Bush campaign and other Repu-
blican candidates.

Democrats, too, have similar ef-
forts underway. But their legal ef-
fort ahead of the election focuses
on making voting easier and help-
ing those denied a chance to vote,
through legal hotlines and volun-
teers. A team led by attorney Marc
Elias and his firm is litigating
roughly 40 cases in 19 states, some
in which they have intervened in
Republican-led lawsuits.

Elias said he’s bracing for a del-
uge of litigation challenging elec-
tion results, particularly as some
Republican candidates have al-
ready said they will not accept a
loss or have planted doubt on the
election process despite no evi-
dence of fraud.

“The problem with the Republi-
can Party right now is that conced-
ing you lost an election is the only
thing that will hurt you,” Elias
said. “Contesting an election that
is clearly lost is now where all the
incentive structure is, and that is
incredibly corrosive for
democracy.”

Litigation around elections is
nothing new; almost every elec-
tion begets some legal challenge.
But the bulk of this litigation gen-
erally occurs after the votes have
been cast, not before Election
Day.

In 2020, pro-Trump attorneys
filed roughly 60 lawsuits across
the nation and asked judges to set
aside votes. Those lawsuits were
roundly rejected. Trump’s own
leadership found the election was

Marc Elias
attorney

fair, and state election officials na-
tionwide saw no widespread evi-
dence of fraud. Biden earned 306
electoral votes to Trump’s 232, the
same margin in Trump’s 2016 vic-
tory over Hillary Clinton, which
he repeatedly described as a
“landslide.”

At the time, the Republican es-
tablishment had not adopted
Trump’s lies about the election.
Since then, though, the falsehoods
have taken root within the party
and become a major talking point
for many of the candidates. Some
have refused to commit to accept-
ing the results after Nov. 8.

Ginsberg said that unsubstan-
tiated charges that elections were
fraudulent or rigged or unreliable
have become the ante for a Repu-
blican candidate to win a contest-
ed 2022 primary in most states,
and that’s a problem.

“That can only harm public
faith in elections, something for
which Republicans will eventual-
ly pay a price.”

This year, the focus is on of-
fense. The RNC said it has built a
multimillion-dollar “election in-
tegrity” team, hiring 37 lawyers in
key states, holding more than
5,000 trainings to teach volunteers
to look for voter fraud, which is
rare, and filing 73 lawsuits in 20
states. Other Trump-allied legal
teams are also ramping up and
preparing for litigation, including
America First Legal, run by for-
mer Trump adviser Stephen
Miller.

“We built an unprecedented
election integrity ground game to

—

bl g
JoHN LocHER/AP

Interim Nye County Clerk Mark Kampf works in an office where early
votes are being counted Wednesday in Pahrump, Nev.

ensure that November’s midterm
elections are free, fair, and trans-
parent,” RNC Chair Ronna McDa-
niel said late last month.

For three decades, the RNC was
under a consent decree that pro-
hibited it from challenging voters’
qualifications and targeting al-
leged fraud. The consent decree,
which ended in 2019, arose from a
Democratic National Committee
lawsuit that argued Republicans
sought to dissuade Black Ameri-
cans from voting by posting
armed, off-duty law enforcement
officers at certain polling sites and
sending targeted mailings warn-
ing about penalties for violating
election laws.

In 2020, Republican poll watch-
ers, who have no direct role in the
elections and cannot interfere in
the electoral process apart from
watching and reporting issues,
were the basis of many of the law-
suits filed by Trump allies. But
when pressed by judges for evi-
dence backing partisan claims of
fishy behavior by election work-
ers, litigation faltered.

Election workers have increas-
ingly been subjected to abuse and
threats of violence. In battle-
ground states, voter intimidation
cases are on the rise. There’s
growing concern among election
officials and law enforcement
about overly aggressive poll
watchers or people pretending to
be poll watchers intimidating

voters.

Last week the RNC won a legal
challenge against Michigan’s sec-
retary of state, Democrat Jocelyn
Benson, who sought to tamp down
rank partisanship by issuing rules
around how poll challengers can
operate.

“Jocelyn Benson not only disre-
garded Michigan election law in
issuing this guidance, she also vio-
lated the rights of political parties
and poll challengers to fully en-
sure transparency and promote
confidence that Michigan elec-
tions are run fairly and lawfully,”
McDaniel said in a statement.

The RNC has won legal chal-
lenges in Nevada and Arizona
over the appointment of poll work-
ers and in Wisconsin on ballot cur-
ing and drop boxes. Otherlegal ac-
tion includes litigation in Pennsyl-
vania over absentee ballots dating
and whether outside parties
should be allowed to examine vot-
ing machines.

Democrats are continuing to
file litigation, too. Democratic-led
groups have initiated roughly 35
lawsuits that focus largely on
making voting easier. Just this
week, litigation was filed on behalf
of Voto Latino and the Arizona Al-
liance for Retired Americans to
stop intimidation over using drop
boxes in Arizona. The ACLU of
Pennsylvania sent a letter to Al-
legheny County officials on mail-
in ballot concerns.

Herschel Walker faces abortion allegation from 2nd accuser

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A woman
came forward Wednesday to ac-
cuse Herschel Walker, the anti-
abortion Republican running for
U.S. Senate in Georgia, of encou-
raging and paying for her 1993
abortion — an accusation that
came just weeks after a former
girlfriend said he did the same for
her in 2009.

Walker dismissed the newest al-
legation as “foolishness” and “a
lie,” similar to his vehement de-
nials earlier this month of the

abortion alleged to have happened
13 years ago.

“I'm done with
all this foolish-
ness. Thisis all a

) lie, and I will not
i entertain any of
' it. I also did not
.. kill JFK,” Walk-

er said in a state-
| ment later
Walker Wednesday.

The second accuser, identified
only as “Jane Doe,” spoke to re-
porters via an audio Zoom call ar-

ranged by her lawyer, Gloria
Allred. The woman alleged that
Walker, a former college and pro-
fessional football star making his
first bid for public office, pres-
sured her into an abortion and
paid for one after she became
pregnant during their six-year re-
lationship while he was married to
his first wife.

“The reason I am here today is
because he has publicly taken the
position that he is ‘about life’ and
against abortion under any cir-
cumstances when, in fact, he pres-

sured me to have an abortion and
personally ensured that it oc-
curred by driving me to the clinic
and paying for it,” the woman said.
She said she was not revealing her
identity because she fears “repri-
sals against myself, my family and
my livelihood.”

“I do not believe that Herschel
is morally fit to be a U.S. senator
and that is the reason why I am
speaking up and providing proof,”
she said.

She said partisan allegiances
were not a factor in her decision to

come forward. She called herself a
registered independent and said
she voted twice for Donald
Trump, the former Republican
president who has endorsed
Walker.

The second round of abortion al-
legations against Walker returned
the issue to the forefront of the
campaign in the final two weeks
before the Nov. 8 elections. Walk-
er is competing against Demo-
cratic Sen. Raphael Warnock in a
tight race that could help deter-
mine party control of the Senate.
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China accused of using outposts to track dissidents

Associated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands —
China has reportedly established
dozens of “overseas police sta-
tions” in nations around the world
that activists fear could be used to
track and harass dissidents as part
of Beijing’s crackdown on corrup-
tion.

Information about the outposts
underscored concerns about the
ruling Chinese Communist Party’s
influence over its citizens abroad,
sometimes in ways deemed illegal
by other countries, as well as the
undermining of democratic insti-
tutions and the theft of economic
and political secrets by bodies affi-
liated with the one-party state.

Spanish-based non-government
group Safeguard Defenders pub-

lished a report last month, called
“110 Overseas. Chinese Transna-
tional Policing Gone Wild,” that fo-
cused on the foreign stations.

Laura Harth, a campaign direc-
tor with the group, told The Asso-
ciated Press that China has set up
at least 54 overseas police service
stations.

“One of the aims of these cam-
paigns, obviously, as it is to crack
down on dissent, is to silence peo-
ple,” Harth said. “So people are
afraid. People that are being tar-
geted, that have family members
back in China, are afraid to speak
out.”

Chinese  Foreign  Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning said
Thursday that Beijing wasn’t do-
ing anything wrong. “Chinese

Activists target Dutch painting

Associated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands —
The Johannes Vermeer master-
piece “Girl with a Pearl Earring”
on Thursday became the latest
artwork targeted by climate activ-
ists in a protest at the Mauritshuis
museum in The Hague. The price-
less work reportedly was not dam-
aged.

A video posted on Twitter
showed one man pouring a can of
what appeared to be tomatoes

over another man who appeared
to-attempt to glue his head to the

world famous painting.

Dutch broadcaster NOS report-
ed that the Mauritshuis museum
said the painting was not dam-
aged.

One of the men, wearing a T-
shirt emblazoned with the words
“Just Stop Oil,” shouts “How do
you feel when you see something
beautiful and priceless being ap-
parently destroyed before your
eyes? Do you feel outrage? Good.
That is the feeling when you see
the planet being destroyed before

ourvery eyes.”

public security authorities strictly
observe the international law and
fully respect the judicial sover-
eignty of other countries,” Mao
said.

The Dutch government said this
week it was looking into whether
two such police stations — one a
virtual office in Amsterdam and
the other at a physical address in
Rotterdam — were established in
the Netherlands.

“We are investigating the activ-
ities of these so-called police cen-
ters. Once there is more clarity on
the matter, we will decide on ap-
propriate action,” the Dutch Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs said in a
statement sent to the AP. “We
have not been informed about
these centers via diplomatic chan-

nels.”

Another Chinese Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson, Wang Wenbin,
described the foreign outposts
identified by Safeguard Defenders
as service stations for Chinese
people who are abroad and in need
of help with, for instance, renew-
ing their driver’s licenses.

Wang added that China also has
cracked down on what he called
transnational crimes but said the
operation was conducted in line
with international law.

In its report, Safeguard Defen-
ders reproduced Chinese media
accounts about people suspected
of alleged crimes in China being
interrogated by video link from
some of the locations in other
countries that Beijing allegedly

did not declare to other govern-
ments.

In one instance, according to the
group, a Chinese man accused of
environmental crimes was per-
suaded in 2020 to return from Ma-
drid to Qingtian, in Zhejiang prov-
ince, where he turned himselfin to
authorities.

Visits by The Associated Press
to some of the locations identified
by Safeguard Defenders in Rome,
Madrid and Barcelona found, re-
spectively, a massage parlor, the
Spanish headquarters of an asso-
ciation of citizens from Qingtian
and a firm providing legal transla-
tion services. There was no indica-
tion of police stations or other ac-
tivity directly related to the Chi-
nese government.
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Emotional support
squid now streaming

Millions chilling out to lo-fi California aquarium videos

By JuLlE CARMEL
Los Angeles Times

hen Avi Silver settles into

work each morning, they

usually put a YouTube video

titled “2 Hours Of Chill
Shrimp To Work/Study/Relax” on their
living room TV.

“It has shrimp, it’s great, it’s so relax-
ing,” they said. “And then at the one hour
and 22-minute mark, it gets inexplicably
funky for about four minutes, and then
goes back to being chill. It’s a whole expe-
rience.”

Silver, who works in publishing from
their home in Hamilton, Ontario, is one of
the millions of people who have streamed
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s ambient
and lo-fi videos, which fuse the aquar-
ium’s livestreams with the popular low-
fidelity hip-hop music that’s all over You-
Tube.

Emily Simpson, a social media content
creator for the Monterey Bay Aquarium,
said the team began making these videos
in 2020 while the aquarium was closed.

“Especially when the pandemic hit, we
had to pivot to a lot of new social outreach
just to keep the aquarium’s presence front
of mind,” Simpson said.

The aquarium’s first lo-fi video, “2
Hours Of Squid To Relax/Study/Work
To,” was posted that August and has since
become the third-most-popular video on
its YouTube channel, with more than 2.3
million views.

“Everyone be quiet,” the video’s top
comment reads, “I’'m watching my emo-
tional support squid.”

The videos are used in many ways:
Simpson said that people have commented
and messaged about how they play the
videos while they’re sleeping, studying,
meditating or even entertaining pets who
are left home alone.

“There are hospitals that will broadcast
the live cams in waiting rooms,” Simpson
said, “and there are so many people who
turn to those live cams to just have this
really calm, almost meditative thing on in
the background.”

Lo-fi music is often associated with Lofi
Girl: the uber-famous YouTube channel
that runs a 24/7 stream of lo-fi music set to
an illustration of an animated girl wearing
a green sweater and large over-ear head-
phones and calmly writing. With more
than 11 million subscribers (and tens of
thousands of people streaming at most
hours of the day and night), it became
national news when the Lofi Girl stream
was removed for two days during July.

Griffin Candey, a doctoral candidate at
the University of Michigan’s School of
Music, Theatre & Dance, said that he
came across the Monterey Bay Aquar-
ium’s lo-fi videos while he was working on
a paper about the lo-fi hip-hop community
for his musicology class.

“This kind of hip-hop is not new,” Can-
dey said as he traced aspects of the lo-fi
subgenre back to Brian Eno’s 1978 album
“Ambient 1: Music for Airports.” “But (the
Lofi Girl) channel is kind of the primary
disseminating voice.”

Candey likened contemporary lo-fi
music to an Eno quote about how ambient
music should “accommodate many levels

>

Los ANGELES TiMES/TNS

Millions of people have streamed the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s ambient and lo-fi videos,
which fuse the aquarium’s livestreams with popular low-fidelity hip-hop music.

of listening attention without enforcing
one in particular; it must be as ignorable
as it is interesting.”

“Because it has a very repetitive struc-
ture, or that kind of predictability, it’s not
a thing that you have to actively use a lot
of brain power on,” he said. “They just
very easily blend into one another.”

But as lo-fi hip-hop grew from that am-
bient ethos, it was also heavily influenced
by the work of the Detroit-born producer J
Dilla and the Japanese producer Nujabes,
who inspired the genre’s smooth and fun-
ky beats.

“Those two artists also use this tech-
nique called sidechain compression,
which is basically when the kick drum of
the Kit hits, it reduces the volume of the
rest of the instruments,” Candey said. “So
the combination of asymmetrical beats,
sidechain compression and the sampling
digital media that brings natural imper-

fections into the music creates a kind of
wavy texture, which is a very lo-fi thing.”

Silver, who watches these videos as they
work from home, said the background
noise can also be an essential tool for fo-
cusing.

“I have ADHD, and I have such a hard
time balancing two things at once,” they
said. “But I find it’s really good for my
brain. Because it’s sort of the same few
videos, I can rotate and have consistency
while half-listening, so I find it’s been a
really good access tool, honestly.”

But regardless of whether these fishy
videos are used by viewers to sleep, sur-
vive chemistry 101 or just vibe, their ef-
fects seem to be overwhelmingly positive.

“Wow. This is truly the pinnacle of hu-
man creation,” one comment on the
shrimp video reads. “The internet was
made so I could chill alongside two
shrimps.”

True wireless speakers broadcast solar-powered sound

By GREGG ELLMAN
Tribune News Service

After this past summer’s brutal
heat, we are finally having some
outdoor social weather where I
live in Texas, which is perfect for
bringing the tunes outside with
iLive Outdoor Dual Bluetooth 5.0
true wireless speakers.

They come in a pair for stereo
sound. Each cylindrical-shaped
speaker (6.57 inches long by 3.03
inches rounded) broadcasts 360-
degree full-bodied sound with
speakers under a matte black
rubber finish.

The speakers are built with an
IPX6 water-resistant design,
allowing them to withstand a rain
shower, but they should not be
submerged into water deeper
than 3 feet. Each speaker has a
rubberized coating, and the fab-
ric grills over the speakers are
waterproof.

The pair also comes with indi-
vidual removable stakes, so they
can be placed in the ground to

spread the stereo sound to 60 feet
for the speaker and 33 feet be-
tween each speaker.

There’s no need to run power
cords, use portable USB batteries
or swap out internal batteries.
The iLive Outdoor speakers run
and power themselves off using
energy from built-in solar panels
on the top side of the cylinder.

Once powered, pairing them is
flawless, and if your area is
smaller, the speakers can be
used as a single speaker.

The stereo sound was far bet-
ter than I expected. The clear
and powerful sound was perfect
for backyard atmospheres. The
speakers aren’t going to perform
like speaker systems that cost
hundreds of dollars, but you can’t
go wrong with $69.99 for the pair.

Aside from broadcasting mu-
sic, the iLive Outdoor Dual Blue-
tooth S.0 true wireless speakers
have a built-in microphone to
work as a hands-free speaker-
phone for calls, an FM Scan Ra-

dio and a built-in Micro SD card
slot (card not included) to sup-
port audio file playback of perso-
nalized playlists. There’s also a
3.5 mm audio input.

While many of the features of
the iLive Outdoor stereo speak-
ers were designed with the out-
doors in mind, they are perfect
for any indoor setting as well.

Online: iliveelectronics.com

The work-from-home lifestyle
seems to be here to stay, making
it even more essential to hear
and talk with headsets, which
need to work well and feel com-
fortable.

Cyber Acoustics’ new CA Es-
sential USB headset
(HS-2000BT) is an excellent
WFH USB stereo headset de-
signed to work with both PC and
Mac computer systems and is
comfortable for all-day use.

The over-the-head headset has
a padded adjustable headband.
Soft padded ear cushions cover

40 mm drivers in each ear to
broadcast clear speech for meet-
ings or calls and excellent stereo
sound for music.

A boom with a unidirectional
microphone is on the lightweight
headset and can be muted by
angling it up. An LED light in-
dicates the mic is on with a green
light, and shines red when mut-
ed. The mic can be positioned on
either side of the headset.

Setup and pairing for use is as
easy with Bluetooth connections
for up to two devices. On-ear
controls are easy to access for
volume, play/pause and answer-
ing calls. There’s also a busy light
to indicate that you are on a call
or in a meeting.

Environmental noise cancella-
tion and active noise cancellation
keep out background sound so
your voice is heard clearly by
those on the other end. An in-
ternal battery is charged with the
included USB-C cable or on a Qi
wireless charging pad (not in-

CYBER AcousTic/TNS

Cyber Acoustics’ CA Essential
USB headset works with both PC
and Mac computer systems.

cluded). The battery life with the
ANC on is 20 hours, 27 hours
with it off.

Online: cyberacoustics.com;
$79.99
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Danielle Deadwyler, left, and Whoopi Goldberg star in “Till.” G
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Fertile time to release ‘Till’

Production of film about Black teen’s 1955 kidnapping, lynching comes after long wait

By JoNATHAN LANDRUM JR.
Associated Press
hen Whoopi Goldberg was
invited to help produce an
Emmett Till project, the
actor thought she knew ev-
erything about the Black teenager’s 1955
kidnapping and lynching — until she
learned the untold stories about how his
mother handled the horrific aftermath.

After Goldberg dove deep into Till’s
backstory, she and her production team-
mates Barbara Broccoli and Fred Zollo
eagerly pitched movie ideas to several
major studios. All eventually turned them
down. It became discouraging at times,
but after more than two decades of trying
to get the project greenlighted, Hollywood
finally took notice following George
Floyd’s death in 2020.

Goldberg said that’s when MGM’s Orion
Pictures stepped up to financially support
the development of “Till,” which opened
in select on-base theaters Friday and in-
cludes some of the behind-the-scenes
details about Mamie Till-Mobley’s monu-
mental decision to expose the brutality of
her son’s death to educate people.

“People kind of hopped up and said,
‘Wait a minute; this is not okay with any of
us,”” Goldberg recalled after the killing of
Floyd, who died after a Minneapolis police
officer pressed a knee into his neck for
several minutes. She said Floyd’s death
struck a chord throughout the U.S. the
same way Till’s lynching created public
uproar 60-plus years ago.

“Corporations started to pay attention,”
said Goldberg, who added that she’s been
pushing a Till project for more than 20
years — which was long enough for her to
go from being a “young woman with a kid”
to now a grandmother. “Orion said ‘Listen,
we do want to tell this story. We want to
help you tell this story. We’ve been wait-
ing a long time.”

Goldberg said several directors were
interviewed, but they were easily won
over by Chinonye Chukwu — who wanted
to primarily focus her film on Till’s moth-
er. The new movie follows the true and
untold story of Till-Mobley, whose deci-
sion to publicize her 14-year-old son’s
brutal death for whistling at a white wom-
an in Mississippi helped spark the civil
rights movement.

“Without Mamie, the world wouldn’t
know who Emmett Till was, and she is the
heartbeat of the story,” said the director,
who called Till-Mobley a “warrior for
justice” while she combated racism, sex-
ism and misogyny in wake of her son’s
Killing.

Chukwu said she had unconditional
support from Goldberg, who said the di-
rector was an obvious fit.

“(Goldberg) constantly communicated
her unwavering belief in my artistry and
my abilities to be able to tell this story in a
way that it needed to be told,” said Chuk-
wu, who directed the 2019 drama “Cle-
mency” starring Alfre Woodard. “That
kind of support made me feel so seen as an
artist, as a human being and as a Black

woman. I will never forget that kind of
support.”

Chukwu co-wrote the screenplay with
Michael Reilly and Keith Beauchamp — a
filmmaker best known for his extensive
research behind Till’s abduction. His 2005
documentary “The Untold Story of Em-
mett Louis Till” played a major role in the
U.S. Department of Justice’s decision to
reopen the Till investigation.

Beauchamp became friends with Till-
Mobley, who was a mentor to him before
she died in 2003. His work laid the founda-
tion for Chukwu, who called Beauchamp a
“treasure trove” of information and re-
search in telling her cinematic story.

“It was incredible for myself to learn
more about who she was as a person,” she
said. “The many aspects of her life — with
her girlfriends, with her man, with her
church, at work, with her mother and a
community of people who were so critical
to her world. I learned so much about that.
I knew audiences will learn a lot about
that too along with the other people in-
volved in the story.”

Chukwu felt the need to focus on Till-
Mobley’s emotional journey, but she want-
ed to also explore how Till’s death impact-
ed his other family members, like his
young cousins who witnessed his kid-
napping. She made an effort to re-create
“real character-driven moments” in two-
person scenes.

“I just wanted to add more layers to the
complexity of their relationships and the
positions that they were in, in the story

Orion Pictures

Goldberg, also a producer, said she had pushed a Till project for more than 20 years.

MarT Licari, INvisioN/AP

Whoopi Goldberg poses for a portrait to
promote the film “Till” Sept. 30 at the
Park Lane Hotel in New York.

and in the world,” she said. “It was great
to unpack that, those layers and emotional
subtext with the actors as well.”

Danielle Deadwyler, who stars as Till-
Mobley, applauded Chukwu’s storytelling
along with Beauchamp’s ability to “access
the truth.” She commended Goldberg and
other producers for staying diligent.

“This is something Mamie wanted done
since around 19S5S. It’s about her seeking
to tell this story,” Deadwyler said. “The
work that Chinoye and I did together in
preparing through rigorous research of
visual and academic, in just giving our-
selves over to this grave task, that’s what
this experience has been and what we
hope to share.”

Goldberg, who portrays Till’s grand-
mother Alma Carthan, said she’s open to
the idea of exploring more films that deal
with racial struggles.

“I will produce as many things as we
can get made,” she said. “You know, Black
people go in and out of popularity, so you
got to hit while the iron is hot.”
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‘Till" an emotional punch to the gut

Deadwyler gives Oscar-worthy performance of grief turned resolve as the mother of lynched 14-year-old Emmett

- /1 1§

By MicHAEL O’SULLIVAN
The Washington Post
he image, in his casket,
of the murdered Em-
mett Till, the Black
14-year-old lynched in
195S Mississippi after reportedly
wolf-whistling at a white woman,
Carolyn Bryant, is said to have
added urgency to the civil rights
movement.

Disfigured in death, Till’s swol-
len, virtually unrecognizable face
was made famous in a photo-
graph by David Jackson, first
published in Jet magazine, show-
ing the boy’s mother, Mamie
Till-Mobley, looking down on her
son. The implication of the vio-
lence visited upon him by two
white men — Bryant’s then-
husband, Roy Bryant, and his
half brother J.W. Milam, who
confessed to the killing in a 1956
magazine profile but have never
been convicted of any crime —
was more hideous than anything
captured on film.

That is the story told, with

Danielle Deadwyler (Mamie Till-Mobley), left, and Jalyn Hall (Emmett Till) in a scene from “Till.”

Medgar Evers (Tosin Cole), the
NAACEP field secretary in Mis-
s sissippi who offered Mamie
counsel and helped find witness-
es to Emmett’s lynching who
were willing to testify in court.

But those threads are brief,
woven together as texture and
context in a larger story that is
about one person, and one person
alone: Mamie. It’s Deadwyler
who holds our attention — our
gaze and our hearts — and who
does so with a masterful control.
Even when Mamie’s most shat-
tered, an inextinguishable ember
of courage and purpose seems to
smolder at the core of the charac-
ter.

“Till” is no mere period piece,
either. Although closing on-
screen titles tell us the fates of
several characters (most notably
Evers, who would be assassinat-
ed in 1963 in front of his wife and
children), the film ends with
other dark echoes. Some of them
still reverberate today, with re-
ports of attempts to suppress

Orion Pictures

unflinching honesty and to dev-
astating effect, by the movie
“Till,” which begins with Mamie
(Danielle Deadwyler, in an Os-
car-worthy performance of ma-
ternal grief turned resolve) set-
ting Emmett (Jalyn Hall) on a
train from Chicago to visit his
cousins in Mississippi. Emmett’s
brief encounter with Carolyn
Bryant (Haley Bennett) is de-
picted as an innocent misjudg-
ment by an overly friendly, per-
haps cocky, boy from the big city
in unfamiliar territory, but Em-

mett’s subsequent, retaliatory
murder is never shown. We hear
only his cries of agony, off-
screen, from a distance.
Similarly, director Chinonye
Chukwu (“Clemency”), working
from a screenplay she co-wrote
with Michael Reilly and Keith
Beauchamp, initially seems to
shy away from showing us Em-
mett’s ruined face on-screen,
photographing it obliquely, and
with appropriate reserve and
respect, after the boy’s coffin is
sent to a Chicago funeral home,

where Mamie insists that it not
be closed at the funeral or his
face cosmetically altered. Later,
at the viewing, we see Emmett
again, but at a slight remove.
Mostly, Chukwu keeps the cam-
era on the faces of the mourners
filing past: scared, horrified,
confused, angry, in shock.

But it’s Mamie’s response to
Emmett’s death, as reflected in
Deadwyler’s expressive face —
at first heartsick, then aghast,
then steeled by an unshakable
determination to make a differ-

ence — that matters. It drives the
film, carrying us through the
prosecution of Roy Bryant and
Milam (Sean Michael Weber and
Eric Whitten) to the film’s emo-
tionally gutting conclusion.

“Till” is many things: a portrait
of Emmett Till, vibrant with the
promise of life; the riveting re-
telling of a true-crime tale; a
doomed courtroom drama about
justice undelivered; and a
glimpse at the backroom strate-
gizing of the early civil rights
movement’s players, who include

Black votes and the dispropor-
tionate — and disproportionately
violent — policing of Black bod-
ies.

Propelled by Deadwyler’s
unforgettable portrayal, “Till”
leaves us with a sense of an in-
dictment still unanswered in
2022. It’s one that is implicit in
the second meaning of the film’s
provisional-sounding title: the
word “till,” as in until.

“Till” contains mature thematic material involving
racism, strong disturbing images and racial slurs.
Running time: 130 minutes.

A-list talent squandered in Netflix’s
tawdry, true-crime tale ‘Good Nurse’

By MicHAEL O’SULLIVAN
The Washington Post

Directed by the Danish filmmaker Tobias Lindholm,
screenwriter of the Oscar-nominated 2013 film “The
Hunt” and the 2020 Oscar winner “Another Round,”
“The Good Nurse” stars Jessica Chastain and Eddie
Redmayne, prestige performers who between them
have been nominated for five Oscars. (Chastain won last
year for “The Eyes of Tammy Faye” as did Redmayne
in 2015 for “The Theory of Everything” — both times, it
should be noted, for portraying real people, as they do
here.)

Based on Charles Graeber’s 2013 nonfiction book by
the same name about serial killer Charlie Cullen, a
hospital nurse who in 2004 admitted to murdering mul-
tiple patients while on duty, “The Good Nurse” was
adapted for the screen by Krysty Wilson-Cairns, herself
an Oscar nominee, with Sam Mendes, for the World
War I drama “1917.”

That’s a boatload of pedigree for what turns out to be
not much more than the kind of dime-a-dozen true-
crime tale that typically goes straight to streaming,
where an eager audience is waiting. Though this one
arrives on Netflix before the end of the month, it’s
opening in theaters now, in what seems like a naked

attempt to cash in on awards season.

Playing Cullen — who never fully explained why he
killed what may be as many as 400 people, and who is
serving several consecutive life sentences in New Jer-
sey — Redmayne delivers a creepily smarmy perfor-
mance that outclasses the tawdry material. So does
Chastain’s earnest everyday heroism, as Charlie’s real-

life co-worker and friend Amy Loughren, who gradually

came to suspect Charlie, eventually helping two detec-
tives (played by Noah Emmerich and Nnamdi Aso-
mugha) get a confession.

It’s all entertaining enough, if that’s the right word for

the undeniable appeal of this lurid sort of thing. But
there’s a shadow of unknowability that shrouds and
diminishes “The Good Nurse,” a title that refers to
Amy, by the way, not Charlie — not even ironically,
though he does seem to be good at his job. Redmayne
ultimately fails to crack the secret of what made this
man — er, this monster — tick.

But that’s not really the biggest mystery that hangs
over “Nurse.” Rather, it is the question of why all these
power players thought something this slight, this
weightless, this forgettable was ever worth their time.

“The Good Nurse” is rated R for crude language. Running time: 123 minutes. Now
streaming on Netflix and showing in select theaters.

NETFLIX/AP

Jessica Chastain plays nurse Amy Loughren, who faces
growing suspicions about a colleague played by Eddie
Redmayne in “The Good Nurse.”
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Friends on,
off screen

Chastain, Redmayne team up for 1st time
in Netflix true-life drama ‘The Good Nurse’

By JAKE COYLE
Associated Press

essica Chastain and Ed-

die Redmayne’s careers

were, perhaps, always on

a collision course. Their
similar red-haired, fair-skinned
appearances have long been
compared. At the 2017 Golden
Globes when they presented
together, host Jimmy Fallon
introduced them by rapping
“Chastain and the Redmayne” to
the beat of Cypress Hill’s “Insane
in the Membrane.”

Since meeting at a children’s
film festival in Italy years ago,
they’ve been friends, too. Even if
they’ve occasionally verged on
being rivals.

“I think we needed ‘The Dan-
ish Girl,’ because everyone al-
ways talks about how we look
alike,” Chastain says. “I took a
picture of him in costume in
character and I emailed Eddie
and I said, ‘Stop taking my roles,
(expletive).”

“The Good Nurse,” which
premiered this week on Netflix,
brings Chastain and Redmayne
together on screen for the first
time. It’s a deft, chilling true-life
drama that revolves around the
case of Charles Cullen, a nurse at
East Coast hospitals who mur-
dered at least 29 patients.

The film is directed by Tobias
Lindholm and adapted by screen-
writer Krysty Wilson-Cairns
(“1917,” “Last Night in Soho”)
from Charles Graeber’s 2013
book, “The Good Nurse: A True
Story of Medicine, Madness and
Murder.”

Chastain plays Amy Loughren,
a New Jersey single-mother
nurse who befriends Cullen
(Redmayne), after he’s newly
hired. In an interview together at
a Toronto hotel ahead of the
film’s premiere, their easily
apparent chemistry in the film
was even more effusive in per-
son.

“We play friends,” Chastain
says, over-emphasizing “play.”
“That was hard.”

“It was a joy,” beams Red-
mayne, causing Chastain to laugh
and sigh: “He can’t even pre-
tend.”

The film deals with not just
with a stealthy serial Killer but
the for-profit health care system
that allowed him to go undetect-
ed for so long. Nnamdi Aso-
mugha and Noah Emmerich
co-star as police detectives.

“For me, the script was a com-
plex story, a mixture of this very
intimate friendship, a story of
heroism by Jessica’s character,
Amy,” Redmayne says. “But in
some ways, it was a questioning
of a system, and how that system
worked or failed.”

“The Good Nurse” was initially
set up several years ago, but
Lindholm, the Danish writer of
several Thomas Vinterberg films
including the Oscar-winning
“Another Round” and “The
Hunt,” committed to making a
sprawling Danish miniseries,
“The Investigation,” about the
death of 30-year-old Swedish
journalist Kim Wall. The actors
discussed their options and elect-
ed to wait for Lindholm.

“We had so many conversa-
tions before we even started. So
we knew what we wanted with
the film, and we were looking
forward to it,” Lindholm says.
“We came in with an extremely
caring and loving energy. The
three of us would be the core. My
idea was that the three of us
would create this film together.”

“They’re a dream, the two of
them,” he adds. “They look alike.
They have the same humor. They
have the same energy. And yet
they’re so different.”

For Chastain, 45, and Red-
mayne, 40, making “The Good
Nurse” came with some trepida-
tion. Working with friends, they
note, can mean seeing a different
side of someone.

Redmayne’s character, too, is a
deeply damaged person who puts
up a gentle and warm facade.
The slightly hangdog physicality
Redmayne has in “The Good

CHRis PizzeLLo, INviSION/AP

Eddie Redmayne, left, and Jessica Chastain, cast members in “The Good Nurse,” pose together Sept. 10
for a portrait during the 2022 Toronto International Film Festival at the Shangri-La Hotel in Toronto.

“The Good Nurse” is Chas-
tain’s first film since she won
best actress at the Academy
Awards earlier this year for “The
Eyes of Tammy Faye.” Promo-
tions have highlighted that the
two leads of the film are Oscar
winners; Redmayne won best
actor for his Stephen Hawking in
2014’s “The Theory of Every-
thing.”

“I have to say when I saw the
trailer of our film and it was like

Nurse” is different from that of
anything else he’s done.

“I respect that he doesn’t need
to torture other people around
him to believe his performance,”
says Chastain, who adds she
respects any actor’s process. “I'd
be talking to Eddie just as easily
as this, and then ‘We gotta roll,’
and here comes Charlie. It wasn’t
like we were having to work with
Charlie. I was like, ‘Phew. I still
like you, thank God!””

both of us had it, I was like,
‘Yes,” Chastain says.

“That’s almost the best feel-
ing,” Redmayne responds. “Be-
cause you don’t really believe it
when it happens.”

Chastain had previously had a
superstition about holding an
Oscar, and once refused to touch
Redmayne’s award.

“But now,” she says, laughing,
“I’ll hold your Oscar and you can
hold mine.”

“They’re a dream, the two of them. They look alike. They have the same humor.

They have the same energy. And yet they’re so different.”

Tobias Lindholm
director of “The Good Nurse”
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Icy visuals,

chilly script

‘Wendell & Wild" a dark tale with ghoulish
humor about 2 demons who escape hell

By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press
ust in time for Halloween
comes a film that isn’t
afraid to lean into the
darkness, one frame at a
time.

In the first five minutes of
“Wendell & Wild,” our teen hero-
ine loses her parents in a car
accident, her town is econom-
ically gutted and she ends up in
the back of a prison bus, her legs
shackled and her hands cuffed.

This is cold stuff. Director
Henry Selick’s return to stop-
motion animation is icy, from the
slushy potholes on the roads to
the vapor clouds that emerge
from characters’ mouths. His
script with Jordan Peele is equal-
ly chilly, a place where aliena-
tion, backstabbing and plots
abound.

Selick, whose previous films
include “The Nightmare Before
Christmas,” “James and the
Giant Peach” and “Coraline,” has
attracted a starry lineup of actors
to supply voices this time: Ving

Rhames, James Hong, Angela
Bassett, David Harewood and
Peele, reunited with his old com-
edy partner Keegan-Michael
Key.

Peele and Key play the titular
characters, a pair of mid-level,
none-too-smart demon brothers
who hope to escape drudgery in
hell by escaping to the world of
the living and opening a fun fair.
Unfortunately, their banter is a
little hemmed in, a little less
hysterical than anticipated.

They think they’ve found their
way out of hell in the form of
13-year-old Kat Elliott (Lyric
Ross), a goth-like rebellious or-
phan who has green hair, eye-
brow piercings, knee-length
platform boots and fingerless
studded gloves. She carries a
boombox and a doesn’t-play-
with-others vibe.

“I don’t do friends,” she says.
“Bad things happen to people I'm
close to.”

It is a dark tale, with the action
never far from the town’s cem-
etery and coffins seemingly al-

Netflix

Wendell (voiced by Keegan-Michael Key), Father Bests (James Hong) and Wild (Jordan Peele) appear in a
scene from “Wendell & Wild.” Wendell and Wild are demons who leave hell.

ways being cracked open. There
is a stab at social criticism in-
volving an ominous for-profit
company that wants to build a
prison so badly it raises the dead
to get the city council votes, and a
parochial school willing to make
a deal with these devils to stay
open.

Throughout is Selick’s idiosyn-
cratic vision. It takes a certain
kind of ghoulish humor to bring a
Catholic priest back from the
dead with a hair-regrowth cream
while our two demon brothers
celebrate with high-fives as the
soundtrack plays “You Sexy
Thing” by Hot Chocolate. In

many ways, this film has the
creepiness of “The Nightmare
Before Christmas” fused with the
girl power of “Coraline,” but for
less payoff than either.

The animation style includes
the hyper-realism of back-
grounds and thrilling details like
a messy, bubbling pot of sauce or
arusted bulldozer to human
characters who have seams on
their faces and often long, skinny
legs. A pair of nuns resemble
strange fat birds and skeletons
with worms in their eyes stumble
along. The nifty character de-
signs are credited to designer
Pablo Lobato.

Beneath it all is the story of a
child’s love and guilt — and an
education and judicial system
letting her down — which pro-
pels her to bring her parents
back from the dead, but that gets
a little lost in the gross-out hu-
mor, Addams Family-level
weirdness and shock-for-shock’s-
sake visual gags like a demonic
teddy bear. For all the lovingly
crafted spectacle, Selick’s agoniz-
ing, shot-by-shot film is as over-
stuffed as that bear.

“Wendell & Wild” is rated PG-13 for some themat-
ic material, violence, substance use and brief
strong language. Running time: 106 minutes. Now
streaming on Netflix.

‘Call Jane’ inspired by real abortion-rights organization

By Taomas FLoYD
The Washington Post

Topicality is baked into the film “Call Jane,” director

impassioned activist pushing for the group to better
serve Black women. Cory Michael Smith is sufficiently
sleazy as the Jane Collective doctor who is only in it for

Phyllis Nagy’s historical drama about a pre-Roe v. Wade
network of underground abortion providers in late-1960s
Chicago. But for this undercooked endeavor, such rele-
vance is more of a burden than a boon.

The real-life inspiration for this fictionalized tale —
the Jane Collective, a women-run network that provided
11,000 abortions when the procedure was mostly illegal
— is a genuine source of female empowerment. Still,
Nagy only occasionally imbues the proceedings with
urgency befitting the life-or-death stakes. Best known as
the screenwriter behind 2015’s “Carol,” a master class in
romantic longing and slow-burn storytelling, the film-
maker (working from a slapdash screenplay by Hayley
Schore and Roshan Sethi) strains to shepherd a narrative
that zips along in a haze of underserved storylines.

That can’t be blamed on star Elizabeth Banks, who
portrays a housewife named Joy with a criminal-litigator
husband (Chris Messina), a pubescent daughter (Grace
Edwards) and a life-threatening pregnancy. After seeing
her appeal for a “therapeutic termination” rejected by
the hospital — a pointedly blunt scene, in which the
members of the all-male panel discuss the woman before
them as if she’s invisible — an incredulous Joy turns to
the Jane Collective for a covert procedure.

That experience sparks a feminist awakening in Joy,
who soon gets roped into joining the “Janes” as a volun-
teer. Banks sells the transformation from tig