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By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

METZ, France — For over 30
years, officials in Metz have invit-
ed American soldiers who helped
liberate the city from Nazi occupa-
tion during World War II to partic-
ipate in commemorative ceremo-
nies celebrating the city’s free-
dom.

This year marks 80 years since
the liberation, but only one soldier
could make it back: Pfc. Ceo
Bauer, who is 101. It appears this
will be the last year a living veter-
an of the war will be able to share
firsthand accounts with the city’s
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‘This 1s my duty’

PHoTtos BY PHILLIP WALTER WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes
U.S. World War Il veteran Ceo Bauer visits the grave of a soldier he knew at the Lorraine American Cemetery at Saint-Avold, France, on Sunday.

American vet, 101, Joms France in honoring 80 years of liberation

Bauer downs a shot of a local spirit with World War 1l reenact&rs.

people.

“I’'m pragmatic,” Bauer said. “If
the good Lord allows it, I will come
back. But I would think this would
be my last time.”

Stars and Stripes accompanied
Bauer for several days as he
toured Metz and neighboring ar-
eas of France that the U.S. helped
liberate eight decades ago.

The visit, which spanned two
weeks, was packed with appear-
ances and speaking engagements,
at which people lined up to chat,
get his autograph and take selfies
with him.

SEE DUTY ON PAGE 4

Mission:
Transport

tons of
turkeys

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Roughly
700,000 pounds of Thanksgiving
food staples will be served to
troops deployed to hard-to-reach
places around the world.

The Defense Logistics Agency
and supply centers for the armed
forces have been working for
months to ensure troops have tra-
ditional holiday meals to feast on
Thursday regardless of where
they are deployed.

“Food is emotional, and we want
to make sure that the soldiers, air-
men, sailors, guardians and Ma-
rines serving around the world
have that taste of home on Thanks-
giving Day,” said Robin Whaley,
the agency’s chief of subsistence
for customers outside the conti-
nental United States.

U.S. troops in hard-to-reach
places around the globe have re-

SEE TURKEYS ON PAGE 6

The Navy estimates nearly
45,000 pounds of roast turkey
will be served to sailors on ships.
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Australia’s social media ban for kids moves closer

Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia —
Australia’s House of Representa-
tives on Wednesday passed a bill
that would ban children younger
than 16 years old from social
media, leaving it to the Senate to
finalize the world-first law.

The major parties backed the
bill that would make platforms in-
cluding TikTok, Facebook, Snap-
chat, Reddit, X and Instagram lia-
ble for fines of up to $33 million for
systemic failures to prevent young
children from holding accounts.

The legislation passed 102 to 13.
If the bill becomes law this week,
the platforms would have one year
to work out how to implement the
age restrictions before the penal-
ties are enforced.

Opposition lawmaker Dan Te-
han told Parliament the govern-
ment had agreed to accept amend-
ments in the Senate that would
bolster privacy protections. Plat-
forms would not be allowed to
compel users to provide govern-
ment-issued identity documents
including passports or driver’s li-

censes, nor could they demand
digital identification through a
government system.

“Will it be perfect? No. But is
any law perfect? No, it’s not. But if
it helps, even if it helps in just the
smallest of ways, it will make a
huge difference to people’s lives,”
Tehan told Parliament.

The bill was introduced to the
Senate late Wednesday but it ad-
journed for the day hours later
without putting it to a vote. The
legislation will likely be passed on
Thursday,.
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US aims strike at militant weapons in Syria

Storage facility targeted after attack on American troops

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON—U.S.forcesin
the Middle East conducted a strike
Tuesday against an Iran-backed
militant weapons storage facility
in Syria, according to U.S. Central
Command.

“We will not tolerate any attacks
on our personnel and coalition
partners. We are committed to tak-
ing all necessary actions to ensure
their protection,” said Army Gen.
Michael “Erik” Kurilla, com-
mander of CENTCOM, which
oversees military operationsinthe

Middle East.

The strike came in response to
an Iranian-backed militant attack
Monday against U.S. forces in Sy-
ria. Air Force Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder,
the top Pentagon spokesman, told
reporters Tuesday that he was
aware of an attack, but U.S. per-
sonnel were not injured and no
damage occurred tobase facilities.

A battle damage assessment is
ongoing, though CENTCOM does
not assess there were any civilian

casualties. Military officials did
not provide further details about
the attack on the weapons storage
facility.

A U.S.-led coalition in Iraq and
Syriais working topreventaresur-
gence of the Islamic State. About
900 U.S. service members and an
undisclosed number of contrac-
tors are operating in Syria, where
they support local Kurdish forces.
An additional 2,500 American
troops are in Iraq.

U.S. bases in the region have
been prone to attacks since the sur-
prise attack in October 2023 by
Hamas militants on Israel. The
Pentagon on Friday said U.S. forc-
es had been attacked 125 times in
Syriaand 79 times in Iraq since the
Hamas attack.

The U.S. in September an-
nounced an agreement with the
Iraqigovernment for U.S. forcesto
remain in Iraq as part of a two-
phased transition of the American-

led mission to defeat ISIS.

The first phase will conclude the
anti-ISIS coalition’s military mis-
sion in Iraq and end the deploy-
ment of coalition forces in certain
locations in Iraq by September
2025. Officials have not said how
many U.S. troops will remain in
Iraq or where they will be sta-
tioned.

U.S. and Iraq officials agreed to
allow coalition troops to continue
to support anti-ISIS operations in
Syria from Iraq through the sec-
ond phase of the transition until at
least September 2026.

Next US administration
could reignite nuclear
ambitions for S. Korea

By Davip CHo1
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — For-
mer President Donald Trump’s
reelection could dramatically
shift U.S.-South Korean relations
and renew questions about
whether Seoul should pursue a
nuclear weapons program, ex-
perts said this week.

Trump’s second term may reig-
nite debate over a goal South Ko-
rea abandoned in 1970 when it
signed the Treaty on the Non-Pro-
liferation of Nuclear Weapons, ac-
cording to analysts from the Se-
oul-based Institute for National
Security Strategy who spoke
Monday at the Seoul Foreign Cor-
respondents’ Club.

The landmark agreement pro-
hibits signatories from develop-
ing nuclear weapons and encour-
ages the peaceful use of nuclear
energy.

Seoul’s consideration of nucle-
ar weapons would depend largely
on Trump’s relationship with
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un, said Han Sukhee, president of
the government-funded research
institute.

Trump began his first term
trading threats of “fire and fury”
with Kim but later negotiated di-
rectly, meeting face to face in Sin-
gapore in 2018. The following
year, a second summit in Hanoi
ended without an agreement on
denuclearization or sanctions re-
lief.

If Trump recognizes Pyong-
yang as a legitimate nuclear state
and begins disarmament talks
with Kim, it could have “traumat-
ic” consequences for South Ko-
rea, Han said.

“For the past 30 to 40 years,
South Korea has been cooperative
with the U.S.-led denuclearization
and nonproliferation regime ...,”
Han said. “However, on the con-
trary, North Korea has been hos-
tile to the United States and they

also successfully developed their
nuclear weapons systems.”

Pyongyang has conducted six
nuclear tests since 2006, most re-
cently on Sept. 3, 2017, when it
claimed to have detonated a hy-
drogen bomb. So far this year, it
has launched about 45 ballistic
missiles over 12 days of testing.

While Trump is unlikely to sup-
port South Korea developing its
own nuclear arsenal, Seoul could
explore other “nuclear options,”
such as deploying U.S. tactical nu-
clear weapons or revisiting past
nuclear agreements, said
Kyoung-Suk Ha, a research fel-
low at the institute.

Public opinion in South Korea
also hinges on continued U.S. mil-
itary support, Han said.

The U.S. has provided security
assurances to South Korea since
the 1950-53 Korean War, particu-
larly in response to ongoing
threats from the North.

The alliance is “stronger than
ever,” Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin said during a Nov. 13 press
conference, emphasizing Wash-
ington’s commitment to South Ko-
rea’s defense. That commitment
includes “the full range of our nu-
clear, conventional and missile
defense capabilities,” he said.

In addition to maintaining
28,500 troops in South Korea, the
U.S. has dispatched high-profile
military assets to reaffirm its
pledge.

Last year, the ballistic missile
submarine USS Kentucky docked
at Busan, marking the first visit of
its kind in 42 years. On June S, a
U.S. Air Force B-1B Lancer bom-
ber carried out live-fire drills with
South Korean fighter jets, the first
joint exercise of its kind in seven
years.

Han noted that such actions un-
derscore the U.S.’s extended de-
terrence, which could dissuade
South Korea from pursuing its
own nuclear weapons.
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Jovce BocHosIAN/The White House

President Donald Trump meets North Korean leader Kim Jong Un during their second summit at the
Sofitel Legend Metropole hotel in Hanoi, Vietnam, in 2019.

Report: Trump team weighs
talks with Kim to ease tensions

By Davip CHol
Stars and Stripes

Members of President-elect
Donald Trump’s staff are report-
edly considering efforts to engage
in dialogue with North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un to reduce ten-
sions on the Korean Peninsula.

Two unnamed sources familiar
with the discussions said the pro-
posed plan could repair Trump’s
relationship with Kim, which was
strained during his first term, the
Reuters news agency reported
Wednesday. However, no final de-
cision has been made by the in-
coming president.

During his first year in office in
2017, Trump warned the commu-
nist regime would be met with
“fire and fury” if it continued to
threaten the United States.

Despite that initial rhetoric,
Trump and Kim made history the
following year when they met in
Singapore for the first summit be-
tween a sitting U.S. president and
a North Korean leader. The White
House described the meeting as

an “epochal event” aimed at build-
ing a foundation for future peace
talks on the peninsula.

The leaders held a second sum-
mitin Hanoi, Vietnam, in 2019, but
those talks collapsed without a for-
mal agreement after disputes over
sanctions relief for Pyongyang.

Four months later, Trump and
Kim met at the heavily fortified
Demiilitarized Zone separating the
two Koreas. In a symbolic gesture,
Trump briefly crossed into North
Korea, becoming the first sitting
U.S. president to do so.

However, North Korea contin-
ued its ballistic missile testing
during Trump’s presidency. The
regime fired two short-range bal-
listic missiles on May 9, 2019,
roughly seven weeks before the
leaders’ DMZ meeting.

Trump dismissed concerns
over North Korea’slaunches, even
after the regime fired two more
short-range ballistic missiles on
Aug. 2, 2019.

“There may be a United Nations
violation, but Chairman Kim does

not want to disappoint me with a
violation of trust ...,” Trump wrote
on social media the next day.

Tensions remain high on the
peninsula. North Korea has con-
ducted 45 ballistic missile launch-
es across 12 days of testing so far
this year, including an interconti-
nental ballistic weapon fired Oct.
31 that flew approximately 620
miles at a lofted trajectory.

North Korea’s state-run Korean
Central News Agency criticized
Trump’s diplomacy earlier this
year, saying it failed to deliver
“any substantial positive change.”
A July 23 report by KCNA said
Trump has “tried to reflect the
special personal relations” be-
tween the two leaders but “the for-
eign policy of state and personal
feelings must be strictly distin-
guished.”

Kim, in a speech in Pyongyang
on Nov. 22, reiterated his belief
that North Korea has “already
gone to every length in negotia-
tions with the U.S.,” according to a
KCNA report the following day.
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Duty: WWII veteran shares his story of I|berat|on fight

FROM PAGE 1

The well-wishers met a man
quick to share a smile and em-
brace the moment — at one func-
tion, Bauer set aside his walker for
a quick dance, with a little help.

It’s been a tiring trip for family
and friends traveling with him,
some half his age. But even a
snowstorm wouldn’t stop Bauer
from honoring his fellow soldiers.

“This is my duty,” Bauer said.
“T’ve got a real bad cold and all
that, but this isn’t about me. I'm
doing it for others. I'm doing it for
my comrades, I'm doing it for the
U.S. military, I’'m doing it for the
United States. Because I’'m the on-
ly one to do it.”

Bauer, a Michigan native, was
drafted into the Army in 1943 and
assigned toI Company, 377th Reg-
iment, 95th Infantry Division.

The division landed on Norman-
dy’s Omaha Beach in September
1944, a few months after the D-
Day landings. At one of his recent
speaking engagements, he de-
scribed a sign he saw while walk-
ing up the bluffs that said, “Up this
path have crossed some of Amer-
ica’s finest manhood.”

He still thinks of the sign and
gets emotional when recalling all
the fine men his unit would go on
to lose.

In early November 1944, Bauer
and his fellow soldiers received
orders to attack and seize Chateau
Brieux in Maizieres-les-Metz, just
outside the city. As they were car-
rying them out, they came under
attack.

Shrapnel tore through Bauer’s
left arm, side, face and leg. Two
soldiers by his side were killed.
Unable to walk, he crawled back
to his company line and received
medical attention.

Bauer was too severely injured
to return to battle, but other 95th
Infantry Division soldiers entered
Metz and advanced further into
the Lorraine region. Their efforts
earned them the nickname “the
iron men of Metz.”

In 1989, the city erected a monu-
ment to the division, and it was
around this time that officials be-
gan inviting soldiers back to com-
memorate major anniversaries.

A memorial ceremony at the
monument on Friday was hit by a
snowstorm. While many officials
crossed their arms and shivered,
Bauer sat straight up and saluted.

Col. Gabriel Chinchilla, defense
attache at the U.S. Embassy in Pa-
ris, laid a wreath during the cere-
mony and spoke fondly of Bauer
on the sidelines.

“It’s amazing all the energy he
brings to helping us remember not
only what he did, but what many of
his other countrymen and fellows
from the 95th Division did,” Chin-
chilla said. “There are challenges
now, in the United States and in
France, with getting young people
to join the military. These little
things can go a long way to help

PHoTos BY PHiLLIP WALTER WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes

World War Il veteran Ceo Bauer sitting with white blanket, braves snowy weather to honor soldiers of the 95th Infantry Division at the American

Eagle of Bellecroix memorial on Friday in Metz, France.
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Bauer speaks at a ceremony at the city hall in Metz, on Friday td mark
the 80th anniversary of the city's liberation during World War Il.

people understand what it is to
serve.”

Bauer was joined in France by
some 60 members of the 95th In-
fantry Division Association, a
group started by people from the
division shortly after the war. It’s
now made up mostly of their rela-
tives.

Cliff Twaddle, who leads the
group, said there are about 10 divi-
sion members still alive out of
nearly 15,000 soldiers.

“There’s always a concern that
as the years pass, memory will
fade,” Twaddle said at Metz’s City
Hall on Friday night. “But we con-
tinue to get inquiries from rela-
tives of soldiers, and as long as
they’re willing to continue to get
together, we’ll be here.”

After its famous success at

SEE DUTY ON PAGE 5

Air Force Maj. Christian Maude, right, and his daughter speak with
Bauer, as the 101-year-old signs a book for the family following a
ceremony in Saint-Avold, France, on Sunday.

Col. Gabrlel Chinchilla, left, defense attache at the U.S. Embassy in
Paris, speaks with Bauer on the sidelines of a ceremony at Metz city
hall, on Friday.

Bauer salutes during a ceremony
Friday in Metz, France, for his
former unit, the 95th Infantry
Division.
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Duty: US general says ceremony is

reminder of

FROM PAGE 4

Metz, the 9Sth Infantry Division
advanced through the Moselle re-
gion and liberated towns like
Saint-Avold, not far from the cur-
rent border with Germany.

The town held its own liberation
celebrations over the weekend.
On Saturday, there was a screen-
ing of the documentary film “The
Girl who Wore Freedom,” which
Bauer briefly appears in.

“You are here with a living leg-
end, and you will never get this op-
portunity again,” Christian Tay-
lor, the film’s director, told the au-
dience, visibly emotional. Bauer
lightened the mood by telling Tay-
lor she should have included more
of him in her film.

Despite the serious nature of his
visit, Bauer kept those around him
upbeat. After being made a knight
of the Order of Lafayette at a cere-
mony in Saint-Avold on Sunday,
he downed a shot of local spirit
with World War II reenactors,
then tossed the plastic shot glassin
the air behind his head.

The award recognizes individu-
als for strengthening relation-
ships between the United States
and France.

‘the horrib

Air Force Maj. Christian
Maude, who met Bauer earlier
this year at D-Day commemora-
tions in Normandy, is stationed at
Ramstein Air Base in Germany,
about S0 miles east of Saint-Avold.

He came so his two daughters
could meet Bauer. The younger of
the two is a century younger than
the veteran.

“It’s really important for us to
come out and honor him, and it’s
special to share him and his story
with my daughters,” Maude said.

Lidwine Calte, who lives near-
by, wore 1940s attire in memory of
her grandmother and thanked
Bauer.

“This is a very special mo-
ment,” Calte said. “It’s the last
time that we can listen to what he
has to say. We need to learn and
keep the memory alive.”

Saint-Avold is home to the Lor-
raine American Cemetery, the
largest American cemetery in Eu-
rope, which honors the memory of
nearly 10,500 military personnel
who lost their lives during the war.

Ofthose, over 150 were assigned
to the 95th Infantry Division.

Brig. Gen. John Cogbill, the
deputy commanding general for

e cost of war’

the 18th Airborne Corps, spoke at
the separate ceremony there Sun-
day afternoon.

The 18th Airborne is based at
Fort Liberty in Fayetteville, N.C.,
a sister city of Saint-Avold, and
nearly 300 of its soldiers are bur-
ied in the cemetery.

“This ceremony is a solemn re-
minder of the horrible cost of
war,” Cogbill told the crowd.
“These headstones represent the
heroes who never made it home.”

Pointing to Bauer, Cogbill add-
ed that some heroes did make it
home. Bauer later visited the
graves of two men he had known
and shared his memories of them.

He passed on similar stories the
following day when he visited a
school in the small village of Drul-
ingen. Bauer brought with him a
black-and-white group photo of
his unit and explained to the chil-
dren how many of those depicted
had died or were seriously in-
jured, like himself, while fighting
for common values shared by the
U.S. and France.

The students asked questions,
one of which took Bauer by sur-
prise.

“Do you have any pets?” a small

%

Bauer shows a photograph of his Army unit to French students, while
visiting a school in Drulingen, France on Monday.

boy said. His teacher explained
that the class was learning how to
talk about pets as part of their
English lesson.

Bauer answered that he often
feeds the cats behind his house in
Ithaca, a town in central Michi-
gan. He then had the children
chant with him: “Vive la France.
Long live the United States of
America and our free-world al-

lies.”

It was a chant Bauer repeated
throughout this visit.

Amy Uthe, Bauer’s great-great
niece by marriage, said she will
continue to come to France to help
carry on the legacy.

“We know how important this is
to him, and it’s our responsibility
to make sure that that memory
lives on,” Uthe said.
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Rose GuDEX/U.S. AIr Force

Deployed U.S. service members come together for a Thanksgiving meal last year at Air Base 201 in Niger.

Turkeys: Shipments nearly doubled

FROM PAGE 1

ceived nearly 140,000 pounds of
turkey, 177,000 pounds of beef,
98,000 pounds of ham and 49,000
pounds of shrimp for service
members to feast upon. Another
46,753 pounds of sweet potatoes
and 9,324 cases of pies and cakes
were delivered.

The amount of food shipped this
year is an increase from the
360,000 pounds of food sent out for
last year’s Thanksgiving meals.
This is due to more troops being
stationed in Europe, Whaley said.

The effort requires the food to
be ordered months in advance and
transported to warehouses across
the globe by way of cargo planes
and ships and military vehicles.
From there, delivery opportuni-
ties must be coordinated to mili-
tary theaters such as the Indo-Pa-
cificc Middle East and Africa.
Scheduling considers the chance
that operations might impact de-
livery opportunities, especially
for those deployed to kinetic envi-
ronments, such as the Middle
East.

The Army, the largest of the ser-
vices, begins this process in Janu-
ary — almost one year in advance.
Coordination between transporta-
tion nodes, suppliers, vendors, re-
gional commands and distributors
work together to ensure meals
reach the furthest point of the tac-
tical footprint, said Jason Hicks,
logistics management specialist
for the U.S. Army’s Sustainment
Command.

“Thanksgiving symbolizes fam-
ily, gratitude, and tradition. Pro-
viding traditional foods helps
maintain a connection to home
and cultural identity for service
members who are deployed. This
connection can be especially im-
portant in challenging environ-
ments far from loved ones,” he
said.

Celebrating Thanksgiving and
other festivities, even in a modi-
fied form, provides a much-need-
ed emotional lift to troops.

“The familiar tastes and rituals
associated with the holiday can
evoke positive memories and feel-
ings of camaraderie among ser-
vice members,” Hicks said.

Officials with the Mission Feed-

ing program for the Air Force Ser-
vices Center, which coordinates
with the Defense Logistics Agen-
cy for the Air Force and Space
Force, also said the Thanksgiving
meal can boost troops’ mental
health and build resilience. The
service has seen about 62,000
pounds of turkey and other holi-
day staples delivered to airmen
and guardians.

“Deployment can be isolating,
especially during holidays. A tra-
ditional meal can mitigate feelings
of loneliness and homesickness,”
said Capt. Devonte Lee, deputy
chief of the Air Force Mission
Feeding program. “Special mo-
ments like these can make deploy-
ments feel less arduous and im-
prove overall mental health, help-
ing troops stay focused on their
missions.”

The Marine Corps estimates
30,000 forward-deployed Marines
will celebrate Thanksgiving thou-
sands of miles from home, feast-
ing on more than 18,000 pounds of
turkey, as well as canned and
fresh vegetables, stuffing and
pies. Planning began more than
four months ago.

In remote Pacific locations near
the Philippines, Thailand and Pa-
lau, Marines often rely on expedi-
tionary field kitchens and modu-
lar setups that include multifunc-
tion ovens, immersion heaters,
field ranges, griddles, and tray ra-
tion heaters.

“In austere environments, pow-
er limitations and equipment re-
liability add to the challenge,” said
Lt. Col. David Hunley, director of
the Food Service and Subsistence
Program for the Marine Corps.
“When supplies inevitably fall
short, food service Marines adjust
menus accordingly, finding cre-
ative ways to use locally procured
and approved ingredients to meet
mission.”

High winds can threaten bur-
ners, uneven terrain can destabil-
ize equipment, and power gener-
ators needed to run refrigeration
units often need constant attention
to maintain functionality, he said.

“For Marines, this mission is
about more than just providing a
meal. It’s about upholding the Ma-
rine Corps’ values of taking care of

their own, no matter the circum-
stances. Even on the front lines,
the spirit of Thanksgiving en-
dures. This meal, prepared
against all odds, becomes a power-
ful reminder of resilience, grati-
tude, and the unbreakable bonds
of the Marine Corps family,” Hun-
ley said.

The Navy began planning this
year’s Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas meals in March, according to
Naval Supply Systems director,
Cmdr. Brian Bieber.

“We know how important it is
during the holidays for sailors to
get that sense of home at sea. We
work hard to ensure that everyone
gets to celebrate Thanksgiving
with a traditional meal,” he said.

The Navy estimates nearly
45,000 pounds of roast turkey will
be served to sailors on ships.

Another 11,457 pounds of
mashed potatoes and 5,654 of
stuffing will be served. Topping
off the meal is an estimated 23,678
assorted pies.

In many cases, Bieber said, sup-
plies necessary for the holiday
meals will be loaded onto ships be-
fore they deploy. Doing so reduces
the chance of not receiving the
items in the event of an operation-
al task or shift in schedules, he
said.

Hostile environments such as
the U.S. Central Command’s ongo-
ing effort in the Middle East to de-
fend maritime merchant ships
and military warships from at-
tacks launched by Iran-back mil-
itants can “absolutely throw a
wrench” in supply schedules, but
Bieber said delayed deliveries can
easily and safely be stored until
the next delivery opportunity.

The Naval Supply Systems
Command reported Monday that
all deployed warships had their
Thanksgiving meals onboard,
ready for feasting upon.

“It is an opportunity to provide
sailors a comfort of home, despite
the fact they may be deployed, on
duty, or separated from family.
Our culinary specialists pride
themselves in curating meals that
not only bring friends and ship-
mates together but boost morale
while also fueling our sailors for
success,” Bieber said.

Trump selects
donor as next

By CAITLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

President-elect Donald Trump
announced businessman and
mega donor John Phelan as his
pick for the Secretary of the U.S.
Navy.

“John will be a tremendous
force for our naval servicemem-
bers and a steadfast leader in ad-
vanced in my America First vi-
sion. He will put the business of
the U.S. Navy above all else,”
Trump said in a statement shared
to social media Tuesday night.

Phelan is the founder of Rugger
Management LLC and co-founder
of MSD Capital, both private in-
vestment firms. He also serves as
a board member of military-

Navy secretary

themed nonprofit Spirt of Ameri-
ca.

Trump said Phelan’s “un-
matched” intelligence, experi-
ence and leadership will elevate
the lives of sailors. It is unclear if
Phelan has any military experi-
ence or a connection to the Navy.

“John will deliver real results
for our Navy and our country,”

{3

Trump said.
Phelan is a strong supporter of
Trump’s reelection, donating

$927,900 to the Trump 47 Com-
mittee since the start of 2024, ac-
cording to the Federal Election
Commission.

If confirmed, he would replace
the current Navy Secretary Carlos
Del Toro.

Soldier at Landstuhl
gets 4 years for assault

By Lypia GOorRDON
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — A U.S. soldier assigned to a
military hospital in Germany fac-
es over four years behind bars and
must register as a sex offender af-
ter being found guilty of sexually
assaulting a female fellow soldier
in his barracks room.

Pfc. Shreyan Karki, 20, a mem-
ber of the Medical Readiness Bat-
talion at Landstuhl Regional Med-
ical Center, was convicted Friday
by a military jury in Kaiserslau-
tern of sexual assault and assault
consummated by battery, an Ar-
my statement Tuesday said.

Besides receiving a prison term

of four years and two months, Kar-
ki was sentenced to a demotion in
rank to private and a dishonorable
discharge.

The crime occurred Dec. 13,
2023, just after both Karki and the
victim had arrived in Landstuhl
for their assignments in the same
unit, according to the statement.

The woman became ill while in
Karki’s barracks room, so he
moved her to a spare bed and then
sexually assaulted her, the state-
ment said.

At trial, the victim’s testimony
was corroborated by DNA evi-
dence, eyewitness testimony and
a sexual assault nurse examiner,
the Army said in the statement.

Soldier charged in overdose death

Stars and Stripes

A Fort Campbell soldier has
been charged with involuntary
manslaughter and negligent hom-
icide in the 2022 death of an Army
private who died of a fentanyl
overdose, according to court rec-
ords.

Spc. Ryan Faubel, 24, provided
fentanyl to Pfc. Ivan F. Rios Segui,
25, who died July 1, 2022, accord-
ing Faubel’s charge sheet and the
Office of Special Trial Counsel.

Faubel pleaded not guilty at an
arraignment hearing Nov. 14 be-
fore Military Judge Lt. Col. Daniel
Mazzone at the Kentucky Army

base. He is also charged with pos-
session and distribution of fenta-
nyl on July 1, 2022, and cocaine on
May 25, 2022. He pleaded not
guilty, according to the Army’s on-
line court docket.

Faubel and Rios Segui, of New
Haven, Conn., both served in the
2nd Brigade Combat Team of the
101t Airborne Division, but in dif-
ferent battalions.

The two-year delay in the
charges stemmed from the inves-
tigative work required, said Mi-
chelle McCaskill, spokeswoman
for the Office of Special Trial
Counsel.
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McConnell to push for more military spending

Former Senate majority leader to be
chairman of key defense subpanel

By SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — When Repu-
blicans take control of the Senate in
January, the chairmanship of a
panel that overseas military spend-
ing will fall to one of the upper
chamber’s most prominent de-
fense hawks.

Sen. Mitch McConnell of Ken-
tucky, the Senate’s longest-serving
leader, will become chairman of
the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee’s defense subpanel when he
steps down from his leadership
postnextyear. Hesaid heintendsto
use hisnew perchtopourresources
into the military.

“America’s national security in-
terests face the gravest array of
threats since the Second World
War,” he said. “At this critical mo-
ment, a new Senate Republican
majority has a responsibility to se-
cure the future of U.S. leadership
and primacy.”

McConnell is a proponent of for-
mer President Ronald Reagan’s
“peace through strength” ap-
proach to foreign policy and is the
Senate’s most vocal Republican
supporter of NATO and aiding Uk-
raine in its war with Russia.

Those positions put him at odds
with  President-elect Donald

Trump, who has threatened to pull
the U.S. out of NATO and force Uk-
raine into negotiations with Russia.
In February, Trump said he would
encourage Russia to “do whatever
the hell they want” to any NATO
member that does not meet the alli-
ance’s defense spending bench-
marks.

McConnell in recent years has
pushed back against the growing
isolationist bent within his party.
He frequently took to the Senate
floor this year to urge Republicans
to vote for a major aid package for
Ukraine and, in July, spoke of the
need to counter interconnected
threats from Russia, China and
Iran.

“To meet them seriously, we
must invest seriously in our de-
fense,” he said during a visit to the
Kentucky National Guard earlier
this year.

As chairman of the defense ap-
propriations panel, McConnell is
expected to advocate for a larger
defense budget to expand the de-
fense industrial base, rebuild
stockpiles and invest in military
strength. He has argued spending
on a defense buildup now is cheap-
er than funding a war later.

“In World War II, we were up to
37% of our [Gross Domestic Prod-

GeORGIA NAPIER/U.S. Army

Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., holds a news conference May 30 at the Army Aviation Support Facility on
Boone National Guard Center in Frankfort, Ky.

uct on defense]. Right now, we’re
spending about roughly 2% of our
GDP,” he said in remarks to Guard
members. “That needs to come up
if we’re going to be adequately pre-
pared to avoid having way more
spending, coupled with loss of life
aswell.”

McConnell will find a willing
partner for achieving that goal in
Sen. Roger Wicker, R-Miss., who
will become chairman of the Sen-

ate Armed Services Committee.
Wicker released a plan this year
to boost defense spending to 5% of
GDPinthe next five toseven years,
calling for a “generational invest-
ment.” He also proposed raising
President Joe Biden’s defense bud-
get request for 2025 by $55 billion
—anidea McConnell endorsed.
McConnell has also opposed ef-
forts to maintain parity between
defense and non-defense expendi-

tures, writing on X in May that “this
is not the time to shackle defense
spending to partisan domestic pri-
orities.” That stanceislikely toface
resistance from Democrats.

McConnellhasservedinthe Sen-
ate since 198S. His military service
includes a brief stint as a private in
the U.S. Army Reserve in Ken-
tucky in 1967. He was honorably
discharged after being deemed
medically unfit.

Judge orders convicted

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

AUSTIN, Texas — An Air Force
general who was restricted to a mil-
itary base for two months following
his court-martial conviction paid
nearly $8,000 for his accommoda-
tions after a judge declined the offi-
cer’s request to make the service
pay.

Maj. Gen. Phillip Stewart was or-
dered to remain within the bounda-
ries of Joint Base San Antonio-Ran-
dolph Air Force Base in late June af-
terbeing convicted of conduct unbe-
coming of an officer for inviting a
subordinate female officer to spend
the night in his hotel room and dere-
liction of duty for flying within 12
hoursof drinking alcoholic beverag-
es.

Stewart’s court-martial also in-

cludedachargeof
sexual assault.
But a jury of fel-
low general offi-
cers found him
not guilty of sex-
ually assaulting
the female officer
who served on his

Stewart

staff.

Military judge Col. Matthew Stof-
fel sentenced Stewart to a repri-
mand, restriction for two months to
Randolph Air Force Base in Texas
and to forfeit $10,000 of pay for six
months.

In August, Stewart’s attorney,
Capt. Jordan Grande, filed a motion
with the judge requesting Stoffel or-
der the Air Force to pay the cost of
the base hotel. Stewart did not live
on the base and would require lodg-

ing, according to court documents.
The nightly rate at the base hotel
was $131.

As part of a clemency request,
Stewart had previously asked Lt.
Gen. Brian Robinson, the com-
mander of Air Education and Train-
ing Command and the convening
authority on the case, to reduce his
fine by the nearly $8,000 cost of the
hotel, according to court docu-
ments. The request was denied.

Robinson also could have avoided
the extra coston Stewart “by coordi-
nating and securing a dorm room”
for Stewart, according to court doc-
uments.

“The convening authority isabus-
ing its authority by effectively im-
posing an additional forfeiture or
fine on Maj. Gen. Stewart that was
notadjudged attrial,” Grande wrote

in court records.

Restriction to base is more com-
monly usedinsentencesforthoseal-
ready living there, and if they don’t,
the airman’sfirst sergeant would se-
cure a dorm room for the service
member, according to court docu-
ments. Stewart’s command “re-
fused to obtain and fund accommo-
dations for the restriction period.”

“The only difference in Maj. Gen.
Stewart’s case is, of course, his
rank,” Grande wrote.

Prosecutors responded that re-
quiring anyone other than Stewart
“topay forhisaccommodations dur-
ing restriction would be a burden to
society.”

Stoffel on Sept. 3 ruled there is no
policy regarding who is responsible
for payment or reimbursement of
any costs accrued to carry out this

Air Force general to pay for lodging

type of sentence.

Stewart began his restriction to
thebase 10 dayslaterand completed
it Nov. 12, according to the Air Edu-
cation and Training Command, the
unit at the base to which Stewart is
assigned.

The general completed the sen-
tence at the base hotel, a spokesman
for Stewart said in a statement.

The command did not provide
Stewart’s currentjobtitle orposition
with the command but said he “con-
tinues to serve to meet the mission
and needs of the Air Force.”

When misconduct accusations
arose against Stewart in May 2023,
he was commander of the 19th Air
Force, which oversees much of the
service’s pilot training from its
headquarters at Joint Base San An-
tonio-Randolph Air Force Base.

Soldier gets suspended sentence for smuggling synthetic pot into S. Korea

By Yoo KyonG CHANG
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea — A South Korean court
handed a suspended sentence to an
American soldier convicted of
smuggling synthetic cannabis into
the country via military mail.

The service member, identified
only as a 27-year-old soldier as-
signed to Camp Henry, received a
three-year sentence from a three-
judge panel in Daegu District Court
on Nov. 22, according to the written
verdict and court staff.

The judges suspended the sen-

tence forfive years, meaning the sol-
dierremainsfree unless he commits
another offense in South Korea dur-
ing that time. He was also fined
roughly $330.

Just ahead of his sentencing, the
soldier was found guilty of purchas-
ing 0.33 ounces of synthetic mari-

juana from a U.S.-based website on
four occasions starting on Dec. 15,
2023, the verdict states. The judges
determined the cannabis arrived in
the country through the U.S. mili-
tary’s postal service.

South Korean law enforcement
agencies and courts typically do not

identify defendants except in ex-
treme cases, such as homicide.

The soldier said he suffered from
asleep disorderand stress froma di-
vorce, and purchased the cannabis
after seeing advertisements claim-
ing its ingredients could help him
rest, the verdict reads.
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Guam homeports its

first Virginia-class sub

By WyatT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

The USS Minnesota arrived
Tuesday at Naval Base Guam, the
first Virginia-class fast-attack
submarine to be homeported in
the strategically important U.S.
territory.

“The security environment in
the Indo-Pacific requires that the
U.S. Navy station the most capa-
ble units forward,” the service
said in a news release announcing
the sub’s arrival that day.

“This posture allows flexibility
for maritime and joint force oper-
ations, with forward-deployed
units ready to rapidly respond to
deter aggression and promote a
peaceful and prosperous Indo-Pa-
cific region.”

The Virginia-class subs will
eventually replace the Navy’s ag-
ing fleet of Cold War-era Los An-
geles-class vessels.

Guam homeports four Los An-
geles-class subs: USS Annapolis,
USS Jefferson City, USS Ashe-
ville and USS Springfield.

Virginia-class subs are de-
signed for a greater range of mis-
sions, with an emphasis on littoral
operations, according to a Navy
fact sheet.

They support a host of missions,
including anti-submarine war-
fare, anti-surface ship warfare,
strike warfare, surveillance and
reconnaissance.

The subs are designed so that
their torpedo rooms can be recon-
figured to hold a large number of

special operations forces and
their equipment during extended
deployments.

The USS Minnesota was com-
missioned Sept. 7, 2013, in Nor-
folk, Va., becoming the 10th Virgi-
nia-class sub brought into service.

It was previously homeported
at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hick-
am, Hawaii, where it completed a
two-year maintenance overhaul
this summer.

The ship is manned by a crew of
about 140 sailors, according to the
Navy’s news release.

The crew members are “eager
to get out into the local commun-
ity and stand ready to contribute
to our strategic objectives and
maintain warfighting readiness in
the Pacific,” Cmdr. Isaac Pelt,

JusTIN WoLPERT/U.S. Navy

The Virginia-class fast-attack submarine USS Minnesota arrives

Tuesday at Naval Base Guam.

Minnesota’s skipper, said in the
release.

Guam is of growing importance
to the Pentagon’s Indo-Pacific
strategy as China continues to ex-
pand its navy and its ambitions in
the region.

The island is also home to An-
dersen Air Force Base and Camp
Blaz, a massive Marine Corps
base still under construction.

Guam would serve as a critical

hub in the event of a conflict with
Beijing because of its proximity to
the South China Sea, a flashpoint
in the region.

The USS Minnesota’s presence
“will enhance our operational ca-
pabilities and further strengthen
deterrence efforts throughout the
Indo-Pacific,” Capt. Neil Steinha-
gen, commander of Submarine
Squadron 15, said in the news re-
lease.

Yokota community runs to remember fallen Osprey crew

&

By SETH RoBSoN
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
Hundreds of runners gathered
Wednesday morning at this airlift
hub in western Tokyo to honor
eight airmen who died when a
CV-22 Osprey went down off Ja-
pan’s coast a year ago.

The memorial run, consisting of
three laps around the base golf
course, marked the anniversary of
the Nov. 29 crash of the tiltrotor
assigned to Yokota’s 21st Special
Operations Squadron. The trage-
dy led the U.S. military to ground
its fleet of about 400 Ospreys be-
tween Dec. 6 and March 8 while
investigators examined the cause.

The accident investigation
found a catastrophic mechanical
failure at fault, compounded by a
“lack of urgency” by the crew at
the time, according to the accident
report.

Yokota’s Ospreys remained
grounded until July 2 — 216 days
after the crash. Now, the squadron
has resumed operations, and its
tiltrotors can be seen flying over-
head once again.

Ahead of Wednesday’s run, air-
men gathered in a parking lot to
recite the names of their fallen
comrades:

B Maj. Jeffrey Hoernemann, 32,
of Andover, Minn.

B Maj. Luke Unrath, 34, of Ri-
verside, Calif.

B Maj. Terrell Brayman, 32, of
Pittsford, N.Y.

B Maj. Eric Spendlove, 36, of St.
George, Utah

W Tech. Sgt. Zachary Lavoy, 33,
of Oviedo, Fla.

M Staff Sgt. Jake Turnage, 25, of
Kennesaw, Ga.

W Staff Sgt. Jake Galliher, 24, of

PHoTos BY AkiFumi IsHIkawA/Stars and Stripes

Community members prepare to take part in the Gundam 22 Memorial 5K Run on Wednesday at Yokota

Air Base, Japan.

Hundreds of community members ran three laps around the Yokota
golf course Wednesday to honor the eight airmen who died when a
CV-22 Osprey went down off Japan's coast last year.

Pittsfield, Mass.
B Senior Airman Brian John-
son, 32, of Reynoldsburg, Ohio

“They mattered because we
matter,” Col. Richard McElhaney,
commander of Yokota’s 374th Air-

lift Wing, said addressing the run-
ners. “Everything we do here mat-
ters.”

The memory of the fallen
weighed heavily on the runners’
minds, Lt. Col. Matthew Davis,
commander of the 2lIst Special
Operations Squadron, said after
the event.

Davis recalled how the Yokota
community rallied around his unit
after the accident.

“We were able to get back on
our feet and continue our mission,
which is important for this thea-
ter, because of the support of the
base,” he said.

Since resuming operations, the
Osprey squadron has trained for
missions such as hostage rescue
and humanitarian assistance, Da-

The Osprey's call sign was
"Gundam-22."

vis said. He credited the broader
Yokota community for the squad-
ron’s resilience, noting the imme-
diate outpouring of support after
the accident.

People brought food and drinks
to the squadron, he said, and men-
tal health professionals and cha-
plains also provided support.

Among the runners was Megan
Rollins, whose husband is a fire-
fighter at Yokota. She wore a
“Gundam 22” shirt, referencing
the crashed Osprey’s call sign, and
reflected on the fallen airmen’s
families.

“I was praying for the names of
all the guys and thinking about
their family members,” she said.
“This time of year is probably go-
ing to be somber for them for a
couple of years, but hopefully, one
day, it will be filled with happy
memories of theirlostloved ones.”
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LEe JIN-MAN/AP

Visitors enjoy in snow at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea’s well-known landmarks, in Seoul,

South Korea, on Wednesday.

Biggest November snowstorm in half
century blankets Seoul, grounds flights

By Kim Tong-Hyung
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — The
biggest November snowstorm to
hit South Korea’s capital in more
than a half century blanketed the
capital on Wednesday, grounding
hundreds of flights, disrupting
commuter traffic and leaving at
least two dead.

South Korea’s weather agency
said 7.8 to 10 inches of snow fell in
northern areas of Seoul and near-
by areas.

The agency said it was the heav-
iest snowstorm Seoul has experi-
enced in November in 52 years. A
storm on Nov. 28, 1972, dumped
4.7 inches.

South Korea’s Yonhap news
agency said one person died and
four others were injured in a five-
vehicle accident in the eastern
town of Hongcheon.

In the town of Yangju, a tent-
type garage collapsed and killed a
person who was removing Snow,
according to South Korea’s Minis-
try of the Interior and Safety. The
snow caused temporary power
outages at about 230 homes in the
city of Gwangju, near Seoul, ac-
cording to the Gyeonggi provin-
cial government.

The storm blanketed much of
the country, with the central, east-
ern and southwestern regions rec-
ording about 3.9 to 11 inches of
cover.

At least 317 flights were can-
celed or delayed at airports na-
tionwide, while authorities or-
dered around 90 ferries to remain
at port. They also shut down hun-
dreds of hiking trails.

Icy road conditions slowed
down the morning commute in Se-
oul and led to massive crowds at

subways, causing delays. Emer-
gency workers across the country
responded to fallen trees, road
signs and other safety risks.

Officials at the Safety Ministry
said they couldn’t confirm any
school closures as of Wednesday
afternoon.

Visitors dressed in traditional
hanbok garb were busy taking
photographs at Seoul’s snow-cov-
ered medieval palaces while
snowmen popped up in play-
grounds and schoolyards across
the country.

The weather agency said snow
will continue in most parts of the
country until noon Thursday.

President Yoon Suk Yeol in-
structed the safety and transport
ministries to mobilize all available
relevant personnel and equip-
ment to prevent traffic and other
accidents.

First carrier since
‘Fat Leonard’ case
visits Malaysia

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

The USS Abraham Lincoln
pulled into Port Klang over the
weekend, marking the first U.S.
aircraft carrier visit to Malaysia in
more than a decade following a
high-profile bribery scandal in-
volving a Malaysian contractor.

The carrier sailed through the
Strait of Malacca and docked at
the port southwest of Malaysia’s
capital, Kuala Lumpur, for a
scheduled stop, the Navy an-
nounced Monday.

The visitis the firstby a U.S. air-
craft carrier to Malaysia since the
USS George Washington stopped
there in 2012. That visit preceded
the arrest of Leonard Glenn Fran-
cis—alsoknown as “Fat Leonard”
— who orchestrated a decade-
long scheme to bribe U.S. Navy of-
ficials.

Francis, the former head of
Glenn Defense Marine Asia,
pleaded guilty in 201S to bribery,
conspiracy to commit bribery and
conspiracy to defraud the United
States. He was sentenced to 15
years in prison in November for
paying off more than 30 Navy offi-
cials with cash, prostitutes and
luxury travel to secure lucrative
contracts.

The Department of Justice said
Francis swindled the Navy out of
more than $30 million. Port Klang
was among Francis’ “pearl ports,”
named for their profitability in the
scheme.

Leonard’s defense team filed
paperwork to appeal his convic-
tion on Nov. 19.

The Abraham Lincoln’s return

3 .
-4"‘ ‘ \ /
MALINA DAvY/U.S. Navy

Seamen Jaden Hamilton, left, and
Seth Corpus shift colors aboard
the USS Abraham Lincoln as the
aircraft carrier pulls into Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia on Friday.

to Port Klang on Saturday was
meant to reaffirm the strong ties
between the U.S. and Malaysia,
the Navy said in Monday’s release.
The visit highlights the countries’
“close people-to-people, econom-
ic, and security ties,” it added.

Fleet spokeswoman Lt. Cmdr.
Jamie Moroney declined to com-
ment on how long the Abraham
Lincoln will stay in port, citing op-
erational security concerns.

Moroney did not respond to a
question about the significance of
the carrier’s visit in the wake of
the scandal, instead pointing out
how such port calls provide oppor-
tunities for ship resupplies and
crew relaxation.

“The Abraham Lincoln Carrier
Strike Group stands ready to sup-
port any mission in support of a
free and open Indo-Pacific,” she
added.

Navy commissions LCS named for industrial city in Wisconsin

Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Navy’s newest combat
ship was commissioned in a Satur-
day ceremony held in Milwaukee,
Wis., according to a Navy news re-
lease.

The subject of the ceremony
was the USS Beloit, a Freedom-
variant littoral combat ship, or
LCS. Littoral combat ships are
agile vessels intended for near-
shore environments, though they
can also operate in the open ocean.

Each of the class’s two variants
are primarily produced by a dif-
ferent industry team: Freedom-
variant ships are made by Lock-
heed Martin, and Independence-
variant ships are produced by
Austal USA. The USS Beloit is the
15th Freedom-variant LCS.

The USS Beloit is named for the

city of Beloit, Wis., which was a
center for heavy industry in the
early 20th century — something
referenced multiple times at the
ceremony, according to the re-
lease. The name is a Navy first.

Sen. Tammy Baldwin, a guest
speaker at the ceremony, said she
took pride in Wisconsin’s manu-
facturing economy. “When it
comes to our ship building indus-
try our workers have helped sus-
tain America’s security for our na-
tional defense for generations,”
she said.

Baldwin’s comments were
echoed by U.S. Rep. Gwen Moore.
“[This ship] will be the first com-
missioned ship named after Be-
loit, Wis., in honor of that city’s
contributions to the US Navy, es-
pecially the ship engines built in

L
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that city,” Moore said.

Aside from Baldwin and Moore,
other high-profile speakers for the
ceremony included Wisconsin
Gov. Tony Evers, Navy Secretary
Carlos Del Toro, Vice Chief of Na-
val Operations Adm. James Kilby
and Lockheed Martin executive
Ali Ruwaih.

DiIANA SALGADO/U.S. Marine Corps

The USS Beloit awaits to be commissioned at Veterans Park in
Milwaukee, Wis., on Friday.

The ship’s sponsor is retired Ar-
my Reserve Maj. Gen. Marcia An-
derson. The trailblazing Ander-
son, who is the U.S. Army’s first
Black female reserve officer to
reach the rank of major general,
was born in Beloit, according to an
Army press release.

The event was also attended by

veterans of major conflicts, from
the war in Iraq to World War II,
the Navy’s release said.

The speed with which the Beloit
completed its certifications was
unusually high for the LCS class,
the Navy’s release said. It com-
pleted 19 certifications within sev-
en weeks, each of which was
passed on the first go.

The Beloit’s commissioning
came just one week after a similar
ceremony was held in Boston for
its sister ship, the USS Nantucket
— also a Freedom-variant LCS.

The LCS program has come un-
der fire for its cost overruns and
maintenance issues, and the Navy
has proposed decommissioning
some vessels in the class before
the end of their service life, to the
concern of some in Congress.
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After delay, Trump signs transition doc

By ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President-
elect Donald Trump on Tuesday
reached a required agreement
with President Joe Biden’s White
House to allow his transition staff
to coordinate with the existing
federal workforce before taking
office on Jan. 20.

The congressionally mandated
agreement allows transition aides
to work with federal agencies and
access non-public information
and gives a green light to govern-
ment workers to talk to the transi-
tion team.

But Trump has declined to sign
a separate agreement with the
General Services Administration
that would have given his team ac-
cess to secure government offices
and email accounts, in part be-
cause it would require that the
president-elect limit contribu-
tions to $5,000 and reveal who is

donating to his transition effort.

The White House agreement
was supposed to have been signed
by Oct. 1, according to the Presi-
dential Transition Act, and the Bi-
den White House had issued both
public and private appeals for
Trump’s team to sign on.

The agreement is a critical step
in ensuring an orderly transfer of
power at noon on Inauguration
Day, and lays the groundwork for
the White House and government
agencies to begin to share details
on ongoing programs, operations
and threats. It limits the risk that
the Trump team could find itself
taking control of the massive fed-
eral government without brief-
ings and documents from the out-
going administration.

As part of the agreement,
Trump’s team will have to public-
ly disclose its ethics plan for the
transition operation and make a
commitment to uphold it, the

White House said. Transition
aides must sign statements that
they have no financial positions
that could pose a conflict of inter-
est before they receive access to
non-public federal information.

Biden himself raised the agree-
ment with Trump when they met
in the Oval Office on Nov. 13, ac-
cording to the White House, and
Trump indicated that his team
was working to get it signed.

Trump chief of staff-designate
Susie Wiles met with Biden's chief
of staff Jeff Zients at the White
House on Nov. 19 and other senior
officials in part to discuss remain-
ing holdups, while lawyers for the
two sides have spoken more than a
half-dozen times in recent days to
finalize the agreement.

Without the signed agreement,
Biden administration officials
were restricted in what they could
share with the incoming team.
Trump national security adviser-

designate Rep. Mike Waltz met re-
cently with Biden national secur-
ity adviser Jake Sullivan, but the
outgoing team was limited in what
it could discuss.

“We are doing everything that
we can to effect a professional and
an orderly transition,” White
House national security spokes-
man John Kirby said on Monday.
“And we continue to urge the in-
coming team to take the steps that
are necessary to be able to facili-
tate that on their end as well.”

A separate agreement with the
Department of Justice to coordi-
nate background checks for vet-
ting and security clearances is still
being actively worked on and
could be signed quickly now that
the White House agreement is
signed. The agency has teams of
investigators standing by to proc-
ess clearances for Trump aides
and advisers once that document
is signed.

Trump's team on Friday formal-
ly told the GSA that they would not
utilize the government office
space blocks from the White
House reserved for their use, or
government email accounts,
phones and computers during the
transition.

The White House said it does
not agree with Trump’s decision to
forgo support from the GSA, butis
working on alternate ways to get
Trump appointees the informa-
tion they need without jeopardiz-
ing national security.

For instance, agencies may re-
quire in-person meetings and doc-
ument reviews since the Trump
team has declined to shift to using
secure phones and computers.
For unclassified information,
agencies may ask Trump transi-
tion staff to attest that they are tak-
ing basic safeguards, like using
two-factor authentication on their
accounts.

Economic
picks had
roles in

first term

Associated Press

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. —
President-elect Donald Trump is
turning to two officials with expe-
rience navigating not only Wash-
ington but the key issues of in-
come taxes and tariffs as he fills
out his economic team.

Trump on Tuesday announced
he has chosen international trade
attorney Jamieson Greer to be his
U.S. trade representative and Ke-
vin Hassett as director of the
White House National Economic
Council.

While Trump has in several
cases nominated outsiders to key
posts, these picks reflect a recog-
nition that his reputation will like-
ly hinge on restoring the public’s
confidence in the economy.

The president-elect also an-
nounced a number of other key
personnel choices, including
Vince Haley, who led Trump’s
speechwriting department in his
first term, as director of the Do-
mestic Policy Council.

Trump said in a statement that
Greer was instrumental in his
first term in imposing tariffs on
China and others and replacing
the trade agreement with Canada
and Mexico.

Greer previously served as
chief of staff to Robert Lighthizer,
Trump’s former trade represen-
tative who is deeply skeptical of

Evan Vucci / AP

Kevin Hassett, at the lectern, was a senior adviser in President-elect Donald Trump's first administration,
and has been tapped to become director of the White House National Economic Council for the next one.

free trade. Greer is currently a
partner at the King & Spalding
law firm in Washington.

If confirmed as trade represen-
tative, Greer would be responsi-
ble for negotiating directly with
foreign governments on trade
deals and disputes, as well as
memberships in international
trade bodies such as the World
Trade Organization.

He told The New York Times in
June that the view of Trump offi-
cials was that tariffs “can help
support U.S. manufacturing jobs
in particular, especially to the ex-
tent that they’re remediating an
unfair trade practice.”

His nomination comes a day af-
ter Trump promised to slap huge

new tariffs on foreign goods enter-
ing the United States — including
a 25% tax on all products entering
the country from Canada and
Mexico, and an additional 10% tar-
iff on goods from China — as one
of his first executive orders.

As director of the White House
National Economic Council, Has-
sett brings into Trump’s adminis-
tration a major advocate for tax
cuts.

Hassett, 62, served in the first
Trump term as chairman of the
Council of Economic Advisers.
He has a doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and
worked at the right-leaning Amer-
ican Enterprise Institute before
joining the Trump White House in

2017.

In Trump’s second term, Has-
sett would join a White House
seeking to preserve and expand
its 2017 tax cuts at a time when
deficit pressures are weighing on
federal borrowing costs.

He has argued that the tax cuts
helped to meaningfully boost
household incomes. Inflation-ad-
justed median household incomes
jumped more than $5,400 in 2019
to $81,210. But the tax cuts also
came with higher budget deficits
as any economic gains failed to
offset lost revenues, setting up a
challenge for the incoming
Trump administration to manage
the debt even as it cuts taxes and
seeks to hold down inflation.

NIH pick was
against 2020
lockdowns

Associated Press

President-elect Donald Trump
has chosen health economist Dr.
Jay Bhattacharya, a critic of pan-
demic lockdowns and vaccine
mandates, to lead the National In-
stitutes of Health, the nation’s lead-
ing medical research agency.

Trump, in a statement Tuesday
evening, said Bhattacharya, 56, a
physician and professor at Stan-
ford University School of Medi-
cine, will work with Robert F. Ken-
nedy Jr., his pick to lead the De-
partment of Health and Human
Services, “to direct the Nation’s
Medical Research.”

The decision to choose Bhatta-
charya for the post is yet another
reminder of the ongoing impact of
the COVID pandemic on the poli-
tics on public health. Bhattacharya
was one of three authors of the
Great Barrington Declaration, an
October 2020 open letter maintain-
ing that lockdowns were causing ir-
reparable harm. The document —
which came before the availability
of COVID-19 vaccines and during
the first Trump administration —
promoted “herd immunity,” that
people at low risk should live nor-
mally while building up immunity
to COVID-19 through infection.

The Great Barrington Declara-
tion was embraced by some in the
first Trump administration, even
as it was widely denounced by dis-
ease experts. Then- NIH director
Dr. Francis Collins called it dange-
rous and “not mainstream sci-
ence.”

His nomination would need to be
approved by the Senate.
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NYC says better

garbhage

pickup

I in the bag

Change aims to fight rat problem

By PHIiLIP MARCELO
Associated Press

NEWYORK—Forhalfacentury,
New York City residents have taken
out their trash by flinging plastic
bags stuffed with stinking garbage
straight onto the sidewalk.

When the bags inevitably leak or
break open, they spill litter into the
street, providing smorgasbords for
rats. In the winter, the trash mounds
get buried in snow and remain fro-
zen in place for days, sometimes
weeks, reinforcing the city’s reputa-
tion as being filthy.

Now, New Yorkers are slowly ad-
justing to a radically new routine, at
least for America’s biggest city: put-
ting their trash in bins. With lids.

Covered bins became a require-
ment this month for all residential
buildings with fewer than 10 living
units. That’s the majority of residen-
tial properties. All city businesses
had to start using bins earlier this
year.

“Iknow this must sound absurd to
anyone listening to this who lives
pretty much in any other city in the
world,” said Jessica Tisch, the city’s
former sanitation commissioner,
who oversaw the new measures be-
fore becoming the city’s new police
commissioner this week. “But it is
revolutionary by New York City’s
standards because, for 50 years, we
have placed all our trash directly on
the curbs.”

Residents who’ve already experi-
enced trash containerization else-

where agree it’s long overdue for
New York City to catch up.

“You see plastic bags open with
the foodjustrotting and stinking and
then it leaking out over the sidewalk
and into the road,” said John Mid-
gley, who owns a brownstone in
Brooklyn and has lived in London,
Paris and Amsterdam. “Just the
stink of'it builds up, you know, week
after week after week.”

New York City’shomes, business-
es and institutions put about 44 mil-
lion pounds of waste out on the curb
every day, about 24 million pounds
of which is collected by the city’s
sanitation department. Much of the
rest is handled by private garbage
carters.

In the early 20th century, New
York City required trash to be
placed in metal cans. But in the era
before widespread plastic bag use,
refuse was thrown directly into the
bins, making them filthy and grimy.

Then in 1968, the city’s sanitation
workers went on strike. For more
than a week, trash cans overflowed.
Garbage mounds piled high on side-
walks and spilledintothe streetslike
some dystopian nightmare.

Plastic bag makers donated thou-
sands of bags to help clean up the
mess, and New Yorkers never
looked back, said Steven Cohen, a
Columbia University dean special-
izing in public affairs.

“It had to do with convenience,”
he said. “After the strike, the sanita-
tion workers preferred the modern

wrvne gt

Yuki Iwamura/AP

Sanitation workers collect trash this month in the Brooklyn borough of New York. New Yorkers are slowly
adjusting to a radically new routine, at least for America’s biggest city: putting their trash in bins with lids.

advance of lighter and seemingly
cleaner sealed plastic bags.”

Plastic kept more odors in, com-
pared tothe old metalbins. A worker
could grab the neck of abag and eas-
ily fling it into a truck.

But Democratic Mayor Eric
Adams’ administration has deemed
trash bag mounds Public Enemy
No. 1 in his well-documented war
against the city’s notorious rats.

Rats have little problem getting
into a plastic bag. Durable bins with
closing, locking lids should, in theo-
ry, do a better job of keeping them
out.

The bin requirement, which took
effect Nov. 12, comes with its own
challenges. Among them: Finding a
place for large, wheeled bins in
neighborhoods where most build-
ings don’t have yards, alleys or ga-
rages. Landlords and homeowners
also have to collect the empty bins
and bring them back from the curb
in the morning — something you
didn’t have to do with plastic bags.

Caitlin Leffel, who lives in Man-
hattan, said residents ofherbuilding
had tohire someone “at surprisingly
high cost” to bring out the bins the
night before and bring them back in
three times a week.

“I know there are problems with
the way this city has collected trash
for years,” she said. “But the way
this program has been rolled out, it
has not taken into account many of
the nuances of living in New York
City.”

Eventually, the largest residen-
tial buildings — those with more
than 31 units — will have their own
designated container on the street.
New trash trucks built with auto-
mated, side-loading arms — anoth-
er innovation that is already com-
mon in many other countries — will
then clear them out.

The upgrades should make pick-
ups easier and cleaner, even if it
might take longer for trash collec-
tors to make the rounds, says Harry
Nespoli, president of the union rep-

resenting some 7,000 city sanitation
workers.

Fornow, he says, workers are still
tossing trash into their trucks
manually, which has its own down-
sides.

“Someplaces, they’renoteven us-
ing bags. They’re just putting their
trash into the bins,” Nespoli said.
“It’s going to take time to get every-
one to do it the right way, but at the
end of the day, it’s our job to pick it
up.”

Tisch believes New Yorkers will
eventually come around to the new
reality.

City officials, for now, are issuing
written warnings for non-compli-
ance. Not everyone knows about the
new rules yet. But come Jan. 2, fines
ranging from $50to $200 willkick in.

“No one wants to live on a dirty
block,” Tisch said. “No one wants to
walk past a heaping mound of trash
and trash juice when they are leav-
ing to go to work or they are walking
their kids home from school.”

White House: 3 Americans held
in China have been released

Associated Press

Associated Press

US inflation gauge ticks higher
with price pressures still stubborn

WASHINGTON — Three American citi-
zens imprisoned for years by China have
been released and are returning to the Unit-
ed States, the White House said Wednes-
day, announcing a diplomatic agreement
with Beijing in the final months of the Biden
administration.

The three are Mark Swidan, Kai Li and
John Leung, all of whom had been designat-
ed by the U.S. government as wrongfully
detained by China. Swidan had been facing
a death sentence on drug charges while Li
and Leung faced espionage charges.

“Soon they will return and be reunited
with their families for the first time in many
years,” the White House said in a statement.

The release comes just two months after
China freed David Lin, a Christian pastor
from California who had spent nearly 20

years behind bars after being convicted of
contract fraud.

U.S.-China relations have been roiled for
years over major disagreements on trade,
human rights, the production of fentanyl
precursors, security issues that include es-
pionage and hacking, China’s aggressive-
ness toward Taiwan and its smaller neigh-
bors in the South China Sea, and Beijing’s
support for Russia’s military-industrial sec-
tor.

The release of Americans deemed
wrongfully detained in China has been a top
agenda item in each conversation between
the U.S. and China, and Wednesday’s devel-
opment suggests a willingness by Beijing to
engage with the outgoing Democratic ad-
ministration before Republican President-
elect Donald Trump’s return to the White
House in January.

WASHINGTON — Consumer price in-
creases accelerated last month, the latest
sign that inflation’s steady decline over the
past two years has stalled in recent months.

According to the Federal Reserve’s pre-
ferred inflation gauge, consumer prices
rose 2.3%in October from a year earlier, the
Commerce Department said Wednesday.

That is up from just 2.1% in September,
though it is still only modestly above the
Fed’s 2% target.

Excluding the volatile food and energy
categories, “core” prices also picked up,
climbing 2.8% last month from a year ear-
lier, up from 2.7% in September. Econo-
mists watch core prices because they typ-
ically provide a better read on where infla-
tion is headed.

Inflation has fallen sharply since it

peaked at 7% in mid-2022, according to the
Fed’s preferred measure.

Yet yearly core inflation has fluctuated
between 2.6% and 2.8% since February.
Price increases have remained elevated in
services, including apartment rents, restau-
rant meals and car and home insurance.

Wednesday’s report also underscored
that Americans’ incomes and spending re-
mained healthy, a key reason the economy
has kept growing this year despite wide-
spread fears of a slowdown.

Incomes grew 0.6% from September to
October, faster than economists had ex-
pected, while consumer spending rose by a
solid 0.4%.

Solid growth and stubborn inflation, how-
ever, may keep Fed officials from cutting
their key interest rate as quickly as they had
signaled at their last meeting in September.
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Thousands return home as ceasefire starts

Associated Press

TYRE, Lebanon — Thousands
of Lebanese displaced by the war
between Israel and Hezbollah
militants returned home on
Wednesday as a ceasefire took
hold, driving cars stacked with
personal belongings and defying
warnings from Lebanese and Is-
raeli troops to stay away from
some areas.

If it endures, the ceasefire
would end nearly 14 months of
fighting between Israel and Hez-
bollah, which escalated in mid-
September into all-out war and
threatened to pull Hezbollah’s pa-
tron, Iran, and Israel’s closest ally,
the United States, into a broader
conflagration.

The deal does not address the
war in Gaza, where Israeli strikes
overnight on two schools-turned-
shelters in Gaza City killed 11 peo-
ple, including four children, ac-
cording to hospital officials. Israel
said one strike targeted a Hamas
sniper and the other targeted mil-
itants hiding among civilians.

The truce in Lebanon could give
reprieve to the 1.2 million Leba-
nese displaced by the fighting and
the tens of thousands of Israelis
who fled their homes along the
border.

“They were a nasty and ugly 60
days,” said Mohammed Kaafara-
ni, 59, who was displaced from the
Lebanese village of Bidias. “We
reached a point where there was
no place to hide.”

The U.S.- and France-brokered
deal, approved by Israel late Tues-
day, calls for an initial two-month
halt to fighting and requires Hez-
bollah to end its armed presence
in southern Lebanon, while Israeli

HusseiN MALLA/AP

Displaced residents returning to their village sit in their car as they pass in front of a destroyed mosque, in
Bint Jbeil, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect Wednesday.

troops are to return to their side of
the border.

Thousands of additional Leba-
nese troopsand U.N. peacekeep-
ers would deploy in the south, and
an international panel headed by
the United States would monitor
compliance.

Israel says it reserves the right
to strike Hezbollah should it vio-
late the terms of the deal. Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
office said troops arrested four
Hezbollah operatives, including a
local commander, who had en-
tered what it referred to as a re-
stricted area.

It said troops have been ordered

to prevent people from returning
to villages near the border.

Israel is still fighting Hamas
militants in Gaza in response to
the group’s cross-border raid into
southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023.
But President Joe Biden on Tues-
day said his administration would
make another push in the coming
days for a ceasefire there and the
release of dozens of hostages held
by Hamas.

Hezbollah supporters declare
victory despite devastation

Israel can claim major victories
in the war, including the killing of
Hezbollah’s top leader Hassan
Nasrallah and most of its senior

commanders, as well as the de-
struction of extensive militant in-
frastructure. A complex attack in-
volving exploding pagers and wal-
kie-talkies, widely attributed to Is-
rael, appeared to show a
remarkable degree of penetration
of the secretive militant group.

The battered Hezbollah has lost
much of the mystique it acquired
by fighting Israel to a stalemate in
the 2006 war.

Yet the Shiite militant group
still managed to put up heavy re-
sistance, slowing Israel’s advance
while firing scores of rockets, mis-
siles and drones across the border
each day.

“This is a moment of victory,
pride and honor for us, the Shiite
sect, and for all of Lebanon,” said
Hussein Sweidan, a resident re-
turning to the port city of Tyre.
Sporadic celebratory gunfire was
heard at a main roundabout in the
city, as drivers honked their horns
and residents cheered.

Israel carried out heavy strikes
until the ceasefire took hold,
pounding targets in the already
hard-hit southern suburbs of Bei-
rut known as the Dahiyeh, where
Hezbollah was headquartered.
Residents returning to its rubble-
strewn streets on Wednesday pro-
jected defiance.

“We don’t care about the rubble
or destruction. We lost our liveli-
hood, our properties, but it’s okay,
it will all come back,” said Fatima
Hanifa, evoking the rebuilding af-
ter the 2006 war.

“It will be even more beautiful.
And I say to Netanyahu that you
have lost, and lost, and lost be-
cause we are back and the others
(Israelis) didn’t come back.”

Other Lebanese are more criti-
cal of Hezbollah, accusing it of
having dragged the economically
devastated country into an unnec-
essary war on behalf of its patron,
Iran.

Israel warns Lebanese not to re-
turn to border as troops remain

The Israeli military warned dis-
placed Lebanese not to return to
evacuated villages in southern Le-
banon, where Israeli troops were
still present following their
ground invasion in early October.
Israeli forces opened fire to push
back a number of vehicles that
were entering a restricted area, it
said.

Khan supporters dispersed, Pakistan

Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — Authorities re-
opened roads linking Pakistan’s
capital with the rest of the country,
ending a four-day lockdown, on
Wednesday after using tear gas
and firing into the air to disperse
supporters of imprisoned former
Prime Minister Imran Khan who
marched to Islamabad to demand

his release from prison.

“All roads are being reopened,
and the demonstrators have been
dispersed,” Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi said.

Khan’s wife, Bushra Bibi, who
was leading the protest, and other
demonstrators fled in vehicles
when police pushed back against
the rallygoers following clashes in

which at least seven people were
killed.

The police operation came
hours after thousands of Khan sup-
porters, defying government
warnings, broke through a barrier
of shipping containers blocking off
Islamabad and entered a high-se-
curity zone, where they clashed
with security forces.

ends lockdown of capital

Tension has been high in Isla-
mabad since Sunday when suppor-
ters of the former prime minister
begana “longmarch” fromtheres-
tive northwest to demand his re-
lease. Khanhasbeenin aprison for
over a year and faces more than
150 criminal cases that his party
says are politically motivated.

Hundreds of demonstrators

have been arrested since Sunday.

Bibi and leaders of her hus-
band’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
party fled to Mansehra in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, where the
party still rules.

Khan, who remains a popular
opposition figure, was ousted in
2022 through a no-confidence vote
in Parliament.

ICC prosecutor requests warrants for head of Myanmar military regime

Associated Press

THE HAGUE — The Interna-
tional Criminal Court’s chief prose-
cutoraskedjudges on Wednesday to
issue an arrest warrant for the head
of Myanmar’s military regime for
crimes committed against the coun-
try’s Rohingya Muslim minority.

Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing,
whoseized power fromelectedlead-
er Aung San Suu Kyi in 2021, is ac-
cused of crimes against humanity
for the deportation and persecution

of the Rohingya.

Nearly a mil-
lion people were
forced into neigh-
boring Bangla-
desh to escape
what has been
called an ethnic
cleansing cam-
paign involving mass rapes, Killings
and the torching of homes.

From a refugee camp in Bangla-
desh, the court’s top prosecutor, Ka-

Hlaing

rim Khan, saidinastatementthathe
intended to request more warrants
for Myanmar’s leaders soon.

“In doing so, we will be demon-
strating, together with all of our
partners, thatthe Rohingya have not
been forgotten. That they, like all
people around the world, are entit-
led to the protection of the law,” the
British barrister said.

The allegations stem from a coun-
terinsurgency campaign that
Myanmar’s military began in Au-

gust2017 inresponsetoaninsurgent
attack. Hlaing, who heads the
Myanmar Defense Services, is said
to have directed the armed forces of
Myanmar, known as the Tatmadaw,
as well as the national police to at-
tack Rohingya civilians.

Khan was in Bangladesh where
he met with members of the dis-
placed Rohingya population. About
1 million of the predominately Mus-
lim Rohingya live in Bangladesh as
refugees from Myanmar, including

about 740,000 who fled in 2017.

Rohingyas face widespread dis-
crimination in Buddhist-majority
Myanmar, with most denied citizen-
ship.

Myanmar’s government refuses
to recognize the Rohingya as one of
the country’s 13S lawful ethnic mi-
norities, instead calling them Ben-
galis, with the implication that their
native land is in Bangladesh and
they are illegally settled in Myan-
mar.
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Petrified poo leads to dinosaur discoveries

By CArRoLYN Y. JoHNSON
The Washington Post

When paleontologist Martin
Qvarnstrom began peering inside
230-million-year-old fossilized di-
nosaur dung using an advanced X-
ray technology, he wasn’t sure
he’d see anything of interest.

Butembedded in ancient excre-
ment, he discovered multitudes.
Scans revealed tiny beetles with
antennas and delicate legs intact,
crushed bones from extinct croco-
dile ancestors, half-digested fish
and an abundance of plant life
within the bromalites — fossilized
feces and vomit — of early dino-
saurs and the creatures that
roamed alongside them.

From paleontological poop,
Qvarnstrom and colleagues re-
constructed the ecology, biology
and food webs that wove together
the early dinosaur ecosystem in
the Polish Basin in central Europe
from 230 million to 200 million
years ago. The research, publish-
ed Wednesday in the journal Na-
ture, focuses on a critical, but ob-
scure, period in the late Triassic
and early Jurassic, when the first
dinosaurs appeared in that region

and rose to dominance — part of a
major turnover in life on Earth.

The picture that emerges from
the study of more than S00 broma-
lites — mostly coprolites, or drop-
pings —is one of a gradual process
of change. Small dinosaur ances-
tors opportunistically took advan-
tage of food sources made more
abundant by environmental
changes, evolved into larger crea-
tures and widened their ecological
niche.

Stephen Brusatte, a paleontolo-
gist at the University of Edin-
burgh who was not involved in the
study, called the deep dive into di-
no droppings “insightful and inno-

vative,” for putting some of the
“most maligned fossils” under
scrutiny.

The celebrities of the paleonto-
logical world tend to have giant
footprints and outsize bodies —
the fearsome apex predators and
charismatic herbivores whose
skeletons fill museum halls and ig-
nite the imagination.

Fossilized digestive contents, on
the other hand, tend to be stored in
basements and are often the ob-
ject of jokes, said Grzegorz Niedz-

wiedzki, a paleontologist at Upp-
sala University in Sweden and the
senior author of the study.

But look close enough, and they
can reveal details about how dino-
saurs lived — who and what they
ate, how they fit into their ecosys-
tems and how that changed over
time.

“Inside these coprolites is a sto-
ry about life and the biology of
these early dinosaurs,” Niedz-
wiedzki said.

The authors used their study to
construct a food web, with arrows
showing what and who prehistoric
creatures were chowing on. When
the first dinosaur ancestors came
on the scene in present-day Po-
land some 230 million years ago,
they were small, omnivorous and
opportunistic silesaurids. The
study reveals they filled their
stomachs with tiny beetles, among
other food.

Carnivorous dinosaurs ap-
peared around 220 million years
ago. Herbivorous dinosaurs
emerged about 10 million years
later. Around 200 million years
ago, the plant-eaters may have
gained an advantage when the cli-

mate became more humid, favor-
ing dinosaurs with a wider palate,
who expanded from a mostly co-
nifer diet to consume ferns and
other plants that became more
abundant.

This dietary flexibility may
have helped allow for the emer-
gence of larger dinosaurs. Then,
they began to become far more di-
verse and spread geographically.

“The study shows the subtle in-
terplay of climate, mainly arid,
and eventually humid, and how
climate mainly affected the dom-
inant plants, which in turn gave
opportunities for new herbivores
at certain points,” said Michael
Benton, a professor of vertebrate
paleontology at the University of
Bristol, who was not involved in
the study.

While the question of how the
non-avian dinosaurs went extinct
is a source of wide fascination, the
question of how they came to rule
in the first place remains remark-
ably obscure. Did dinosaurs out-
compete amphibians, other rep-
tiles and large herbivores due to
their physical prowess? Or did en-
vironmental changes pave the

GRrzeGORZ NIEDZWIEDZKI/AP
Fossilized feces from an
archosaur, a meat-eating reptile,
is seen in Uppsala, Sweden,
earlier this month.

way for their success?

The new study closely followed
the record in one part of the world,
and a similar approach could now
be used in other regions, to dis-
cern if the food webs were similar
and identify differences in how di-
nosaurs rose to dominance.
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP

Kamala Harris mulls run
for California governor

D WASHINGTON — Ka-
mala Harris could be
the next governor of California.

Weeks after being defeated by
President-elect Donald Trump,
the former Democratic presiden-
tial nominee has told her inner cir-
cle she will keep all options open,
according to Politico. That could
include California’s 2026 guber-
natorial race.

A University of California, Ber-
keley poll taken shortly before the
election showed one in three Gold-
en State voters said they’d be “ ve-
ry likely” to vote for Harris and
and another 13% consider them-
selves “somewhat likely” to sup-
port her.

Outgoing Rep. Katie Porter, Lt.
Gov. Eleni Kounalakis and former
Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villa-
raigosa are also considered poten-
tially strong candidates for the
job. Gov. Gavin Newsom has been
elected twice and isn’t eligible to
run again.

Iconic Detroit towers may
be razed in $1.6B plan

M DETROIT — Two tow-

ers at Detroit’s iconic
Renaissance Center would be
razed and the complex converted
to a mix of housing and offices un-
der an ambitious $1.6 billion plan
announced Monday.

The complex, which next year
will lose the headquarters of own-
er General Motors Co., is the sym-
bol of Detroit, with aerial views of-
ten shown on television sports
broadcasts.

GM decided last spring to leave
what’s locally known as the “Ren-
Cen” for a more modern building
being constructed downtown.

GM said in April it would join
forces with the Bedrock real es-
tate development firm and Wayne
County to turn the partially vacant
property into a roughly 27-acre
entertainment complex across the
Detroit River from Windsor, On-
tario.

The 73-story main tower would
remain, with high-end housing on
the upper floors, according to
Crain’s Detroit Business, which
first reported the plans.

Couple charged in theft
of $1M in Lululemon gear

M MINNEAPOLIS — A

Connecticut couple
has been charged in Minnesota
with being part of a shoplifting
ring suspected of stealing around
$1 million in goods across the
country from the upscale athletic
wear retailer Lululemon.

Jadion Anthony Richards, 44,
and Akwele Nickeisha Lawes-Ri-
chards, 45, both of Danbury,
Conn., were charged this month
with one felony count of organized
retail theft. Both went free last
week after posting bail bonds of
$100,000 for him and $30,000 for
her, court records show. They’re
due back in Ramsey County Dis-

Parade of art on the beach

People walk around an installation of life-size elephants in advance of Art Basel, Tuesday in Miami Beach, Fla. The Real Elephant Collective are
made of an invasive weed and metal by a group of indigenous Indian artisans.

trict Court in St. Paul on Dec. 16.

According to the criminal com-
plaints, a Lululemon investigator
had been tracking the pair even
before police first confronted
them. The investigator told police
the couple would steal items and
make fraudulent returns.

According to the investigator,
they were also suspected in thefts
from Lululemon stores in Colora-
do, Utah, New York and Connecti-
cut, the complaint said.

Within Minnesota, they were al-
so accused of thefts at stores in
Minneapolis and the suburbs of
Woodbury, Edina and Minneton-
ka.

County official serving
time wins election

M MONROE — A county
official in Michigan has
taken the oath of office for another
term, but face-to-face meetings
with his constituents are unlikely.
Mark Brant, reelected Nov. S as
a Monroe County commissioner,
soon will be off to federal prison.
The Republican said he has no
plans to resign and will collect a
roughly $15,000 salary.

“While I’'m gone, my phone will
be available,” Brant told the De-
troit Free Press. “I have some-
body who will be taking my mes-
sages. And my fellow board mem-
bers have all volunteered to han-
dle all of my constituents’
concerns that I won’t be able to
handle.”

In September, Brant was sen-
tenced to 18 months in prison,
though his actual time in custody
will be shorter. He pleaded guilty
to allowing his land in southeas-
tern Michigan to be used to grow
marijuana for distribution across
the border in Ohio.

Brant, a county commissioner
since 2012, resigned on Oct. 1, a
few weeks after he was sentenced.
But his name remained on the
Nov. S election ballot, and he got
91% of the vote for another four-
year term.

Statewide sales tax hike
to pay for new tax cuts

BATON ROUGE —

Louisiana’s GOP-dom-
inated legislature passed tax cuts
on personal and corporate income
on Friday in exchange for a state-
wide sales tax increase, giving
Gov. Jeff Landry much of what he
wanted after his original tax re-
form package faced mounting re-
sistance from lawmakers and lob-
byists.

The final passage of the tax
measures wrapped up a special
legislative session launched Nov.
6 by the governor and his allies.
They said their purpose was to
make the state’s tax code more
business friendly, create jobs and
reverse trends of outward migra-
tion from the state.

It was the third special legisla-
tive session called by Landry, a
Republican, since he assumed of-

fice in January.

Critics warned the tax reforms
would primarily benefit corporate
shareholders and wealthy tax-
payers while the sales tax increase
would exacerbate Louisiana’s re-
gressive tax system where poorer
households pay a higher percent-
age of their income on taxes.

Pilot killed in plane crash,
but 2 dogs survive

WINDHAM— A pilot

and a rescue dog he
was transporting to an animal
shelter were killed when a small
plane crashed in the snowy woods
of the Catskill Mountains, though
two other dogs were later found to
have survived, authorities said.

Seuk Kim, 49, was flying from
Maryland to Albany, N.Y., when
the plane crashed Sunday evening
in a remote area of Windham,
about 35 miles southwest of Alba-
ny, officials said.

A preliminary investigation in-
dicates the pilot died from the im-
pact, Greene County Sheriff Peter
Kusminsky said. The flight was
carrying three dogs and was asso-
ciated with a not-for-profit group
that transports rescue animals
with help from volunteer pilots,
the sheriff said.

Two dogs survived the crash: A
Labrador-mix puppy that suf-
fered broken bones, and another
dog that had only minor injuries.

Tributes to Kim, who was from
Springfield, Va., poured into an

SOV .
~

MARTA LAVANDIER/AP

online memorial Monday, with
fellow dog rescuers thanking him
for flying flights and coordinating
pilots across the country.

Judge upholds ban on
care for trans youth

M COLUMBIA— A

Missouri court on
Monday upheld a new state law
that bans some gender-affirming
health care for minors, a victory
for supporters of the ban as a mul-
titude of lawsuits against similar
bans in other states continue to
play out.

Republican Attorney General
Andrew Bailey said in a statement
that Missouri is the “first state in
the nation to successfully defend
such a law at the trial court level.”
Bailey, who tried to ban minors’
access to gender-affirming health
care through rule change but
dropped the effort when the law
passed, is responsible for defend-
ing the legislation in court.

“I'm extremely proud of the
thousands of hours my office put
in to shine a light on the lack of evi-
dence supporting these irrevers-
ible procedures,” Bailey said.

Every major medical organiza-
tion, including the American Med-
ical Association, has opposed the
bans on gender-affirming care for
minors and supported the medical
care for youth when administered
appropriately.

From wire services
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Netflix

Gabriel Leone plays Brazilian race car driver Ayrton Senna in “Senna,” a six-episode Netflix series that debuts on Friday.

Focus on a high-octane life

Formula One racing champion Ayrton Senna the center of new Netflix limited series

By MAURICIA SAVARESE
Associated Press

hirty years after his death in a

high-speed crash viewed by mil-

lions around the world, Formula

One champion Ayrton Senna’s
high-octane life is also about to play out in
front of a global audience.

The legendary Brazilian driver — who
was Killed when his car hit a concrete wall at
the San Marino Grand Prix in 1994 — is the
subject of a six-episode Netflix series that
debuts on Friday and follows him from his
early go-kart days to that fatal Sunday after-
noon at the Imola track in Italy.

Even three decades after that accident,
few F1 figures evoke as much emotion and
passion among fans and fellow drivers as
Senna, who won three championship titles
before his death at the age of 34.

Senna’s complex personality — he was a
saint to his millions of Brazilian fans and a
sinner to some critics who deemed his driv-
ing style too aggressive — comes to life
through Brazilian actor Gabriel Leone, who
embraced the challenge of portraying such
a popular figure.

“He was much more than an F1 driver for
us. He became an icon, much beyond his
technique and his driving,” Leone told The
Associated Press in an interview in Sao
Paulo. “He had this humanity, this honesty.
The things he said, his values, it all made
him closer to people.”

Senna’s life and career had no shortage of
made-for-TV moments.

This was a driver who once won a race
with his car stuck in sixth gear at the Inter-
lagos track. And who went from fifth posi-
tion to first in one lap at the 1993 European
Grand Prix. And who jumped out of his car
during a training session to save the life of a
French driver who had crashed.

On the track, his rivalry with French driv-
er Alain Prost was one of the most intense
that F1 has ever seen. Off the track, he had
some high-profile relationships as well and
dated several models, including Elle Mac-
pherson.

“For me as an actor, the more complex
the character is, the better. It is more inter-
esting to build him and live him. And this is
quite a character, the biggest hero in Brazil,

“Ayrton was
transcendent. He
was more than an F1
driver. That’s a guy
who is the hero of
great drivers in
history.”

Brazilian actor Gabriel Leone

not only in sport,” Leone said. “Ayrton was
transcendent. He was more than an F1 driv-
er. That’s a guy whois the hero of great driv-
ers in history, like (Michael) Schumacher
and (Lewis) Hamilton.”

Senna won the drivers’ championship in
1988, 1990 and 1991 with the McLaren team
and moved to Williams in the year he died
as the favorite to lift the title again.

For Leone, though, it was also important
to portray him as a person who understood
his role as a national hero, who advocated
for the poor and proudly waved a Brazilian
flag from his cockpit during every victory
lap.

“He was not distant, he was close,” said
Leone, who attended a red carpet premiere
in Sao Paulo on Tuesday with several other
cast members and director Vicente Amo-
rim. “That’s for Brazilians and non-Brazi-
lians. It was like this, and it still is like this.”

To many international fans, Senna was
simply an exceptional talent who was born
to be a driver. Even former rival Martin
Brundle, now a TV pundit, once likened
Senna’s ability to find grip on some corners
to a dance seemingly innate to a Brazilian.

“Itis adifferent kind of samba that I could
not do,” Brundle has said.

The Netflix series, however, shows some
of the hard work and attention to detail that
went into Senna becoming a wet-weather
master.

The streaming giant — which reportedly
invested more than $170 million in its pro-
duction — also takes a bit of liberty with the
truth when it comes to building up the ani-
mosity between Senna and one of his other
real-life antagonists, Jean-Marie Balestre,
the French former president of F1’s govern-
ing body FIA.

The Netflix series goes so far as to make
Balestre (played by Arnaud Viard) the man
responsible for Senna losing a go-kart title
as a child, long before he even entered F1.

“If that was true it would be news to every
reporter covering Senna’s story over the
last decades,” said Ernesto Rodrigues, who
wrote a biography on the three-time F1
champion.

Prost, played by Matt Mella, goes from
being a racing foe to a friend after his retire-
ment in the series just like in real life. The
friction between the two as McLaren team-
mates and then in the title-deciding races in
the 1989 and 1990 seasons create some of
the best moments of the series for racing
fans.

‘Vanderpump Rules’
ditching namesake

From wire reports

“Vanderpump Rules,” the Emmy-nomi-
nated Bravo reality show that launched
countless memes, merch, podcasts, endor-
sement deals and scandals, is recasting its
12th season — apart from its namesake, Li-
sa Vanderpump.

Bravo said in a press release Tuesday
that the upcoming season would feature “a
new group of close-knit SUR-vers who are
as complicatedly involved
with one another as their
iconic predecessors.”

The series debuted in
2013 as a spinoff to “The
Real Housewives of Be-
verly Hills,” executive
produced and starring
Vanderpump, a restaura-
teur. It focused on the per-
sonal lives of select staff at her West Holly-
wood restaurant, SUR, with Vanderpump
in the role of both boss and maternal figure.

With in-fighting, cheating scandals,
changing alliances and nonstop drama, the
cast seemed destined to be followed by real-
ity TV cameras.

“They’re 20-something and they’re
young and they’re hot,” said Vanderpump
of the cast ahead of the series premiere.
“They want to play and they’re waiting for
their dream, and unfortunately their dream
isn’t really to work at my restaurant.”

Bravo did not elaborate on its decision to
cast anew group, but said the cast would be
announced later and the new season would
go into production next year.

“I can’t thank enough those who have
shared their lives. How I love you all,” Van-
derpump said. “In the restaurant business,
one shift always gives way to another.”

‘Friday Night Lights’ TV reboot
planned; still in early stages

“Friday Night Lights,” the emotionally
stirring story of a West Texas football team,
is getting a reboot from Universal Televi-
sion, Variety reported this month.

The original TV series ran from 2006 to
2011, winning three Emmys over the five
seasons. It was loosely based on Buzz Bis-
singer’s 1990 book that captured the socio-
political climate of Odessa through the lens
of a beloved high school football team: the
Permian Panthers. The book was also
adapted in a 2004 film starring Billy Bob
Thornton as coach Gary Gaines.

Kyle Chandler, Connie Britton and Jesse
Plemons were co-stars in the series.

Showrunner Jason Katims is set to return
for the new version, according to Variety.
The upcoming project, which is still in the
early stages, will focus on a new set of char-
acters in the world of high school football.

Vanderpump

Other news

B Wendy Williams’ health battle has tak-
en a turn for the worse. The former talk
show host is now “permanently incapacitat-
ed” due to her dementia diagnosis, accord-
ing to her guardian. In May of 2023, Wil-
liams was diagnosed with primary aggres-
sive aphasia and frontotemporal dementia,
just one year after she was placed under le-
gal guardianship.

M Jim Abrahams, a writer and director
behind slapstick comedies like “Airplane!”
and “The Naked Gun” series, has died at his
home in Santa Monica, Calif., of natural
causes, his son Josh said in a statement. He
was 80 years old.
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OPINION

How Latinos found their voice in Donald Trump

By JuaN RANGEL
Chicago Tribune

onald Trump won 46% of the Lati-

no vote, according to some exit

polls highlighting the complexity

and nuance of this demographic,
which pundits too often mischaracterize as
monolithic, or worse, an aggrieved minority.
Against most expectations, a significant por-
tion of moderate to conservative Latinos
turned out for Trump, delivering critical
marginsinstatessuchas Arizonaand Nevada
and exposed cracks in the Midwest’s blue
wall including Illinois.

Chicago, long a Democratic stronghold,
saw 27% to 41% of the vote in the five wards
with the highest rate of Latinos go to Trump.
What gives?

Progressive critics claim racism, misogy-
ny, self-hate and even trauma rooted in S00
years of colonialism to explain away “Latinos
for Trump.” Hogwash!

This outcome was not the product of identi-
ty politics; rather, it’s the culmination of built-
up concernover the direction of our valueson
family, faith, entrepreneurship and an aspi-
ration for upward mobility.

Trump’s appeal to economic opportunity,
cultural preservation and dissatisfaction
with government overreach proved a power-
fulmessage thatresonated with Latinos striv-
ing to achieve their American Dream. Their
vote for Trump was arejection of the progres-
sive movement that has veered far left and
wroughthavocon Latinos’ sense of family, ec-
onomic stability and community safety.

Latino culture is deeply rooted in family
values and religious faith, two areas in which
Trump aligned himself with these voters.
Democrats leaned heavily into progressive
social issues such as gender identity,
LGBTQ+ rights and, yes, abortion. While
younger, urban Latinos often embraced
these policies, many older and more reli-

giously devout Latinos, especially Mexican
American Catholics, felt alienated.

Trump’s emphasis on protecting tradition-
al values connected with Latinos who saw the
Democratic platform as dismissive of their
cultural priorities. His opposition to late-
term abortion and his vocal defense of reli-
gious freedoms appealed to Catholic and
evangelical Latinos, who make up a major
portion of the electorate.

Latino families also took notice of Trump’s
tough stance on crime and his support of law
enforcement. This was particularly compell-
ing in urban areas where concerns about ris-
ing crime rates have grown.

Latino voters gravitate toward candidates
who prioritize job creation and economic
growth. This message strikes a chord with a
community that values its work ethic and
where entrepreneurialism thrives. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau, Latinos ac-
count for the fastest-growing segment of
small-business owners in the nation. Latinos
face the same struggles as other entrepre-
neurs: inflation, labor shortages and regula-
tory hurdles. Trump’s promise to slash regu-
lations, cut taxes and control inflation ap-
pealed directlyto Latinoaspirations and frus-
trations.

Moreover, the perception that the policies
of President Joe Biden and Vice President
Kamala Harris had exacerbated rising costs
— from housing to groceries — drove many
Latinos away.

Within the more established Mexican
American immigrant community, frustra-
tion with the Biden-Harris administration’s
handling of the migrant crisis played a signif-
icant role in their vote for Trump. Many
viewed the influx of new migrants — partic-
ularly from Central and South America —
with deep resentment. There’s a strong belief
that new arrivals receive preferential treat-
ment — whether through expedited process-

ing, housing assistance, free health care, po-
litical attention and massive budget alloca-
tions — over immigrants who had earned
their lot over decades without any govern-
ment assistance. By promising fairness, or-
der and stability, Trump tapped into this re-
sentment, positioning himself as a defender
of those who played by the rules.

Then there’s an overall disillusionment
with the Democratic Party. Democrats rely
on Latino voters as a cornerstone of their coa-
lition, often assuming their loyalty without
earningit. This sense of being taken for grant-
ed is not new, but it gained traction in 2024 as
Democrats continued to focus on victimhood
and identity politics over practical issues and
pragmatic solutions. A hint to Dems: Many
Latinos despise the Latinx and Latine labels.

In contrast, Trump doubled down on the
narrative of self-reliance and opportunity.
This message particularly resonated with
second- and third-generation Latinos who
see themselves as fully integrated into the
American mainstream and reject being de-
fined solely by their ethnicity.

A takeaway for both parties: Latinos, spe-
cifically Mexican Americans, are in search of
a political home that promotes their moder-
ate to conservative values and translates
those values into public policy.

Democrats must reckon with this reality if
they hope toregain ground with Latinos in fu-
ture elections. Meanwhile, Republicans
should view their recent gains not as guaran-
teed but as an opportunity to build deeper
connections with this growing electorate.

Trump’s victory may well mark a turning
point in how both parties understand and en-
gage with the Latino community — a lesson
neither side can afford toignore.

Juan Rangel is CEO of The Urban Center, a nonprofit
organization in lllinois that empowers moderate to conservative
community leadership and public policy.

How a ‘rightfully traumatized’” NATO can survive Trump

By LEE HOCKSTADER
Special to The Washington Post

BRUSSELS
ATO’s new secretary general,
Mark Rutte, stands 6-foot-4, so he
canlook Donald Trump straightin
theeye. He’sadeft dealmaker who
managed four different coalition govern-
ments as prime minister of the Netherlands—
during which he got on well with Trump,
whose contempt for the U.S.-led alliance

made it a stage set for chaos in his first term.

Rutte’s friendly vibe with the president-
elect might be his key job qualification, given
Trump’s explicit threats to gut the NATO col-
lective defense guarantee that ensures Eu-
rope’s security or abandon the alliance alto-
gether. What Rutte needs now is a survival
guide for NATO, where the officials I inter-
viewed last week were resigned but clearly
anxious.

Rutte, 57, who met with Trump at Mar-a-
Lago last Friday, has his work cut out. But the
components of NATO’s survival in the Trump
years are clear enough, even if some would be
politically excruciating. The critical parts are
concrete demonstrations that Europe will pull
more weight and conveying that commitment
in Trump’s own language. That starts with ...

Cash. Most of NATO’s 30 European states
shrank their armed forces and military indus-
trial capacity for years. Spending climbed
sharply after Moscow’s full-scale invasion of

Ukraine; by the end of this decade, Washing-
ton’s European allies are expected to have 600
advanced U.S.-made F-3S fighter jets in their
arsenals. But the alliance’s 2014 guideline that
member states spend at least 2% of total eco-
nomic output on defense is badly outdated and
inadequate to execute existing battle plans.

Rutte should use next summer’s NATO
summit to set a higher minimum defense
spending target for the alliance — 2.5% of
gross domestic productimmediately, rising to
3% by 2030. (The U.S. outlay is about 3.4% of
GDP.) Rutte’sfocusshould be on the alliance’s
European Big Four: Germany, Britain,
France and Italy, which together accounted
for almost two-thirds of NATO’s non-U.S. de-
fense spending last year. Each faces severe
budget or fiscal restraints and would struggle
to meet the goal — especially Italy, whose
meager defense spending should be anational
embarrassment.

Yeteven 3% of GDPisless than some major
European nations spent on defense during the
Cold War. And it is just half the 6% of national
income that Russia will spend next year.

Debt. Rutte will also need to press for Euro
defense bonds, a form of joint borrowing that
could raise hundreds of billions of dollars to
expand defense industries and modernize
militaries.

Thekeywillbe convincing Germany, which
has blocked the idea until now. But Rutte
might have an opening as Germans prepare

for federal elections in February, as well as a
solid argument: The European Union jointly
borrowed some $850 billion tojump-start pan-
demic-wracked economies and could do it
again to buttress its own security.

Asset seizure. Washington and its Euro-
pean partners haggled for months over using
$50 billion in future profits from frozen Rus-
sian state assets to support and rebuild Uk-
raine. That’stoolittle. Aslawyers bicker about
seizing the underlying cash, roughly $300 bil-
lion, Rutte can make the case that doing sois a
political decision, not a legal one — and this is
the moment.

Ukraine. A central question in any peace
negotiations to end the war in Ukraine will be
security guarantees for Kyiv — ensuring its
sovereignty and the territory underits control.
That will require ongoing financial and mili-
tary support and probably a European-led
peacekeeping force after a credible cease-fire
isagreed.

Strategy. Trump might like to hasten Wash-
ington’s shifting focus toward China and away
from Europe. Rutte will need to make the case
that the two are intertwined.

AtNATO,thereisoptimismthat Rutteisthe
right man to keep Washington in NATO’s tent.
Let’s hope that’s not just wishful thinking.

Lee Hockstader has been The Washington Post’s European
Affairs columnist, based in Paris, since 2023. Previously he was
a member of the Post editorial board; a national correspondent,
a foreign correspondent, and a local reporter.
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SCOREBOARD

COLLEGE FOOTBALL COLLEGE BASKETBALL PRO FOOTBALL

Scores
Tuesday, Nov. 26
EAST

Buffalo 43, Kent State 7

MIDWEST
Akron 21, Toledo 14, OT

Schedule
Thursday, Nov. 28
SOUTH

Tuskegee (0-1) at Alabama St. (6-5)
Memphis (9-2) at Tulane (9-2)

Friday, Nov. 29
SOUTH

Navy (7-3) at East Carolina (7-4)

Texas State (6-5) at South Alabama (6-5)
Mississippi St. (2-9) at Mississippi (8-3)
Alabama A&M (6-5) at Florida A&M (6-5)
Georgia Tech (7-4) at Georgia (9-2)

Utah (4-7) at UCF (4-7)

MIDWEST

Minnesota (6-5) at Wisconsin (5-6)
Miami (Ohio) (7-4) at Bowling Green
4

-4)
Ball St. (3-8) at Ohio (8-3)
Nebraska (6-5) at lowa (7-4)

SOUTHWEST
Liberty (8-2) at Sam Houston St. (8-3)
FAR WEST

Oklahoma St. (3-8) at Colorado (8-3)
Oregon St. (5-6) at Boise St. (10-1)
Utah St. (4-7) at Colorado St. (7-4)
Stanford (3-8) at San Jose St. (6-5)

Saturday, Nov. 30
EAST

UTSA (6-5) at Army (9-1)

Uconn (7-4) at Umass (2-9)

North Texas (5-6) at Temple (3-8)
Pittsburgh (7-4) at Boston College (6-5)
Maryland (4-7) at Penn St. (10-1)

Miami (10-1) at Syracuse (8-3)

SOUTH

Duke (8-3) at Wake Forest (4-7)
Louisiana-Lafayette (9-2) at Louisiana-
Monroe (5-6)
Louisville (7-4) at Kentucky (4-7)
Tennessee (9-2) at Vanderbilt (6-5)
South Carolina (8-3) at Clemson (9-2)
Middle Tennessee (3-8) at FIU (3-8)
Southern U. (7-4) vs. Grambling St. (5-6)
at New Orleans
Coastal Carolina (5-6) at Georgia St. (3-8)
Southern Miss. (1-10) at Troy (3-8)
Auburn (5-6) at Alabama (8-3)
NC State (5-6) at North Carolina (6-5)
UAB (3-8) at Charlotte (4-7)
Jacksonville St. (8-3) at W. Kentucky

-4

Kennesaw St. (2-9) at Louisiana Tech

Appalachlan St. (5-5) at Georgia South-
7-4

Oklahoma (6-5) at LSU (7-4)

Florida (6-5) at Florida St. (2-9)
Marshall (8-3) at James Madison (8-3)
Virginia (5-6) at Virginia Tech (5-6)

MIDWEST

Michigan (6-5) at Ohio St. (10-1)
Illinois (8-3) at Northwestern (4-7)

E. Michigan (5-6) at W. Michigan (5-6)
Arkansas (6-5) at Missouri (8-3)
Rutgers (6-5) at Michigan St. (5-6)
Cent. Michigan (4-7) at N. lllinois (6-5)
TCU (7-4) at Cincinnati (5-6)

Purdue (1-10) at Indiana (10-1)
Kansas St. (8-3) at lowa St. (9-2)

SOUTHWEST

Kansas (5-6) at Baylor (7-4)

West Virginia (6-5) at Texas Tech (7-4)
South Florida (6-5) at Rice (3-8)

Old Dominion (4-7) at Arkansas St. (7-4)
California (6-5) at SMU (10-1)

FAU (2-9) at Tulsa (3-8)

Texas (10-1) at Texas A&M (8-3)

FAR WEST

Notre Dame (10-1) at Southern Cal (6-5)
Arizona St. (9-2) at Arizona (4-7)

Fresno St. (6-5) at UCLA (4-7)

UTEP (2-9) at New Mexico St. (3-8)
Wyoming (2-9) at Washington St. (8-3)
Washington (6-5) at Oregon (11-0)
Nevada (3-9) at UNLV (9-2)

Houston (4-7) at BYU (9-2)

Air Force (4-7) at San Diego St. (3-8)
New Mexico (5-6) at Hawaii (4-7)

FCS Playoffs

First Round
Saturday, Nov. 30

New Hampshire vs. UT Martin
Richmond vs. Lehig

lllinois St. vs. Southeast Mo. St.
Tarleton St. vs. Drake

Abilene Christian vs. Northern Arizona
Rhode Island vs. Central Conn. St.
Villanova vs. Eastern Ky.

Montana vs. Tennessee St.

Second Round
Saturday, Dec. 7

Montana St. vs. New Hampshire-UT Mar-
tin winner

Idaho vs. Richmond-Lehigh winner

UC Davis vs. lllinois St.-Southeast Mo. St.
winner

South Dakota vs. Tarleton St.-Drake win-

North Dakota St. vs. Abilene Christian-
Northern Ariz. winner

Mercer vs. Rhode Island-Central Conn.
St. winner

UIW vs. Villanova-Eastern Ky. winner

South Dakota St. vs. Montana-Tennes-
see St. winner

ern

Tuesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Army 91, SUNY Maritime 52

Boston College 63, Boise St. 61

Delaware St. 111, Penn St.-W.-Barre 43

Drexel 83, Chicago St. 71

Georgetown 66, Wagner 41

Loyola (Md.) 70, VMI 67

Saint Joseph’s 83, Coppin St. 54

St. Francis (Pa.) 88, Lehigh 78

St. Peter’s 78, Fairleigh Dickinson 76
SOUTH

Alabama 85, Houston 80, OT
Austin Peay 62, Georgia St. 50
Bryant 97, Tennessee St. 85
Clemson 75, Penn St. 67

Duquesne 67, Old Dominion 54
Florida St. 91, W. Carolina 57
Gardner-Webb 73, SE Louisiana 69
High Point 76, Hampton 73
Jacksonville 75, Siena 64

Kentucky 87, W. Kentucky 68
Louisiana Tech 65, Richmond 62
Loyola Marymount 77, Belmont 63
Miami (Ohio) 75, Mercer 72
Samford 103, N. Dakota St. 98, OT
San Jose St. 69, UNC-Greensboro 64
The Citadel 100, St. Andrews 85
Utah Valley St. 77, West Georgia 74
Virginia 74, Manhattan 65

W. Illinois 64, South Alabama 63
Wyoming 64, Tulane 63

MIDWEST

Ball St. 94, Florida Tech 57
Bellarmine 101, Midway 60
Bethune-Cookman 79, North Dakota 67
Cleveland St. 56, NJIT 53

E. Kentucky 77, S. lllinois 72
lowa 110, SC-Upstate 77

lowa St. 89, Dayton 84

Kansas 75, Duke 72

Memphis 71, Michigan St. 63
Radford 69, Fort Wayne 56

S. Dakota St. 75, Missouri St. 55
San Diego St. 71, Creighton 53
Tulsa 63, Detroit 44

SOUTHWEST

E. Michigan 72, N. Arizona 68

Murray St. 79, Texas-Arlington 66
Oregon 80, Texas A&M 70

Texas A&M-CC 94, Texas Lutheran 45

FAR WEST

Cal Poly 82, Grambling St. 79

Cal St.-Fullerton 72, Pepperdine 63
Colorado 73, UConn 72

Grand Canyon 78, Stanford 71
Montana St. 85, Abilene Christian 59

N. Colorado 92, Northern New Mexico 50
SMU 79, Cal Baptist 77

San Francisco 85, Fordham 64

UC Santa Barbara 67, E. Washington 51
UCLA 88, S. Utah 43

UTEP 70, Long Beach St. 44

Utah 94, MVSU 48

Utah Tech 68, Denver 54

Men’s Top 25 schedule

Wednesday's games
No. 3 Gonzaga (5-0) vs. West Virginia

(3-1), Quarterfinals at Nassau, Bahamas
No. 7 Tennessee (6-0) vs. UT Martin (2-4)
No. 9 Alabama (4-1) vs. Rutgers (4-1),

Game 7 at Las Vegas .

No. 10 Marquette (6-0) vs. Stonehill (4-4)
No. 14 Indiana (4-0) vs. Louisville (3-1),

Quarterfinals Nassau, Bahamas

No. 16 Cincinnati (5-0) vs. Alabama St.

-3

No. 17 Baylor (4-2) vs. New Orleans (2-4)

No. 20 Texas A&M (4-1) vs. No. 21
Creighton (4-1) at Las Vegas

No. 22 Xavier (6-0) vs. Michigan (5-1),
Beach Division Championship Game at
Fort Myers, Fla.

No. 24 Arizona (2-2) vs. Davidson (4-0),
Quarterfinals at Nassau, Bahamas

Thursday’s games

No. 6 Houston (3-1) vs. Notre Dame (4-1),
at Las Vegas

No. 13 Purdue (5-1) vs. NC State (5-0),
Semifinals at La Jolla, Calif.

No. 18 Florida (6-0) vs. Wake Forest (6-1),
Semlfmals at Orlando, Fla

No. 19 Arkansas (4- 1) vs. lllinois (4-1) at

Kansas City, Mo.

No. 23 Mississippi (5-0) vs. BYU (5-0),
Semifinals at La Jolla, Calif.

No. 25 Mississippi St. (5-0) vs. UNLV (4-1),
Cactus Division Semifinals at Tempe, Ariz.
Friday’s games
No. 8 Kentucky (5-0) vs. Georgia St. (3-2)

No. 11 Duke (4-1) vs. Seattle (2-3)
Saturday’s games

No. 1 Kansas (5-0) vs. Furman (6-0)
Nc;. 2 UConn (4-0) vs. Md.-Eastern Shore

Nc)). 10 Marquette (6-0) vs. W. Carolina
Nc)). 15 Wisconsin (7-0) vs. Chicago St.

Sunday’s game
No. 22 Xavier (5-0) vs. SC State (4-3)

Tuesday’s women’s scores

EAST

Buffalo 86, Niagara 53

Holy Cross 57, New Hampshire 43
lllinois 75, Md.-Eastern Shore 55
lona 70, Wagner 51

La Salle 65, Lehigh 62

Lafayette 71, NJIT 69

Maine 87, Stonehill 75

Marist 67, Yale 65

Monmouth (NJ) 59, St. Peter’s 50
Penn 114, Immaculata 39
Princeton 62, Temple 57

Siena 87, CCSU 50

SOUTH

Alabama 73, Clemson 39

Campbell 82, Furman 72

Elon 74, Longwood 67

George Mason 87, Mount St. Mary’s 51
Georgia 79, Prairie View 62

Georgia St. 57, Fort Wayne 56
Kentucky 77, Arizona St. 61
Louisiana-Lafayette 61, New Orleans 46
Middle Tennessee 80, Florida A&M 54
Northwestern St. 80, Southern (NO) 45
Old Dominion 63, William & Mary 39
Queens (NC) 73, SC State 57

Tennessee 102, W. Carolina 50
Tennessee Tech 79, Samford 65

UAB 76, Alabama St. 43

West Georgia 76, Talladega 31
Winthrop 96, Johnson & Wales (NC) 39
Wofford 75, UNC-Asheville 56

MIDWEST

Creighton 86, Syracuse 59

Detroit 72, E. Michigan 61

Findlay 65, Wright St. 64

Missouri 85, Wichita St. 57
Nebraska 84, UMKC 38
Northwestern 73, Loyola Chicago 64
Omaha 79, Utah St. 77, OT

South Dakota 79, Dayton 69

Xavier 61, Youngstown St. 43

SOUTHWEST

Murray St. 105, UALR 57

Tarleton St. 48, Houston Christian 42
Texas Southern 119, Ambassadors 27
UTEP 64, Texas A&M-CC 53

FAR WEST

Michigan St. 78, California 72
Montana 107, Evergreen St. 56

S. Dakota St. 75, Oregon 70

Saint Louis 82, Cal Baptist 70

UC Riverside 54, CS San Marcos 46
Vanderbilt 71, Arizona 60

Top 25 women’s schedule
Thursday’s games

No. 4 South Carolina (5-1) vs. No. 15 lowa
St. (5-1) at Fort Myers, Fla.
No. 11 Ohio St. (5-0) vs. Old Dominion
(4-1) at Daytona Beach, Fla.
No. 22 lowa (6-0) vs. Rhode Island (4-3)at
Cancun, Mexico
Friday’s games

l\llol. 1UCLA (5-0) vs.UT Martin (1-4) at Ho-
nolulu

No. 3 Notre Dame (5-0) vs. No. 17 TCU
(6-0) at George Town, Cayman Islands

No.5Texas (4-0) vs. New Mexico St. (3-1),
Quarterfinals Game 4 at Estero, Fla.

No. 6 Southern Cal (4-1) vs. Saint Louis
(2-4) at Palm Desert, Calif.

No. 11 Ohio St. (5-0) vs. Utah St. (1-4) at
Daytona Beach, Fla.

No. 12 West Virginia (6-0) vs. High Point
(2-3), Quarterfinals Game 2 at Estero, Fla.
(ol\éc)). 16 North Carolina (6-1) vs.NC Central

No. 22 lowa (6-0) vs. BYU (5-1) at Cancun,
Mexico

Saturday’s games

l\llol. 1UCLA (5-0) vs.Fresno St. (5-1) at Ho-
nolulu

No. 3 Notre Dame (5-0) vs. Utah (5-1) at
George Town, Cayman Islands

No. 4 South Carolina (5-1) vs. Purdue
(4-1) at Fort Myers, Fla.

No. 10 Maryland (6- 0) vs. George Mason
(5-0) at Annapolis, Md

No. 15 lowa St. (5-1) vs. Middle Tennes-
see (4-1) at Fort Myers, Fla.

No. 17 TCU (6-0) vs. South Florida (4-3) at
George Town, Cayman Islands
( Nc)). 18 Mississippi (4-1) vs. Alabama St.

2-3
No. 24 Louisville (4-2) at Colorado (5-1)

Tuesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

TEXAS RANGERS — Named Luis Urueta
bench coach, Dave Bush assistant pitch-
ing coach and Jordan Tiegs bullpen coach.

National League

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Agreed to
terms with C Max Stassi on a minor league
contract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA — Fined Sacramento head coach
Mike Brown $35,000 for for aggressively
pursuing a game official during a Nov. 24

ame against Brooklyn. Fined Atlanta

100,000 for violating the player participa-
tion pO|IC in connection with Trae Young
missing the team’s Nov. 12 Emirates NBA
Cup game against Boston.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

NFL — Fined Jacksonville LB Ventrell
Miller $5,440.19 for unnecessary rough-
ness

DENVER BRONCOS — Reinstated LB
Drew Sanders from the physically unable
to perform list. Waived G Calvin Throck-

morton.

DETROIT LIONS — Waived DR James
Houston.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Signed OL
Tyler Shatley to the practice squad. Re-
Ieaseéj OL Dieter Eiselen from the practice
squad.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Signed K Mat-
thew Wright. Reinstated TE Baylor Cupp
from the practice squad injured reserve.
Placed TE Peyton Hendershot on injured
reserve. Waived DE Cameron Thomas. Re-
leased OT Lucas Niang and DR Truman
Jones from the practice squad.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Signed TE
MccCallan Castles to the practice squad.

MIAMIDOLPHINS — Reinstated S Patrick
McMorris from injured reserve. Waived S
Marcus Maye.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed LB Jamin
Davis.Placed LBlvanPaceJr.oninjuredre-
serve. Reinstated OLB Gabriel Murphy
from injured reserve.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Claimed G
Lester Cotton off waivers from Miami.
Waived G Michael Jordan.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Designated DE
Tanoh Kpassagnon to return from the
physically unable to perform list.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Claimed TE Greg
Dulcich off waivers from Denver. Placed
DE Azeeze Ojulari on injured reserve.
Signedd LB Tomon Fox to the practice
squad.

NEW YORK JETS — Signed WR Easop
Winston and RB Zonovan Knight to the
practice squad. Released G Zack Bailey
from the practice squad.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Claimed DE
Charles Harris off waivers from Carolina.
Placed DE Brandon Graham on injured re-
serve. Released DT Siaki Ika and WR Mar-
cus Rosemy-Jacksaint from the practice
squag. Signed DE K.J. Henry to the practice
squad.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed LB Juli-
us Welschof to the practice squad.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Claimed DB A.J.
Finley off waivers. Released RB Brittain
Brown and DB Faion Hicks from the prac-
tice squad. Signed DB Ryan Cooper and
WR Cornell Powell to the practice squad.
Waived DE Myles Adams.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Signed LB
Antonio Grier to the practice squad.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed WR Stan-
ley Morgan to the practice squad.

WASHINGTON COMMANDERS — Signed
RB Chris Rodriguez Jr. Placed K Austin
Seibert oninjured reserve. Signed DT Vila-
mi Fehoko Jr. to the practice squad. Re-
Ieasectiil G Marquis Hayes from the practice
squad.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

NHL — Suspended New Jersey F Timo
Meier for one game without pay for cross-
checking during a Nov. 25 game against
Nashville.

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Recalled D Tyson
Hinds from San Diego (AHL).

BUFFALO SABRES — Reinstated C Tage
Thompson from injured reserve. Sent Isak
Rosen to Rochester (AHL).

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Recalled D Ri-
ley Stillman from Chicago (AHL).

NEW YORK RANGERS — Reassigned RW
Matt Rempe to Hartford (AHL). Promoted
D Chad Ruhwedel from Hartford.

OTTAWA SENATORS — Placed D Artyom
Zub on long-term injured reserve. Re-
called D Donocan Sebrango from Belleville

).
PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — Waived RW
Valtteri Puustinen.

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Reassigned G Ya-
roslav Askarov to San Jose (AHL). Recalled
D Jack Thompson from San Jose.

SEATTLE KRAKEN — Reassigned C Ben
Meyers for Coachella Valley (AHL).

UTAH — Loaned RW Milos KelementoHC
Dynamo Pardubice and D Patrik Koch to
HC Ocelari Trinec.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

MLS — Fined New York City FC M Maxi
Moralez an undisclosed amount for violat-
ing the hands to the face/head/neck of an
opponent policy following the conclusion
of New York City FC’s match against the
New York Red Bulls on Nov. 23. Fined Min-
nesota United FC D Carlos Harvey an un-
disclosed amount for violating the Simula-
tion-Embellishment policy in the 45th min-
ute of Minnesota’s match against the LA
Galaxy on Nov. 24. Fined Minnesota United
FC D lJefferson Diaz an undisclosed
amount for failing to leave the field in a
timely manner in the 82nd minute of Min-
nesota’s match against the LA Galaxy on
Nov.24. Found Atlanta United and Orlando
City SC in violation of the league’s mass
confrontation policy in the 33rd minute of
their match on Nov. 23. Atlanta has violat-
ed the policy for the second time this sea-
son, and a fine for an undisclosed amount
has been issued to the club and interim
head coach Rob Valentino. Orlando has vi-
olated the policy for the third time this
season, and a fine for an undisclosed
amount has been issued to the club and
head coach Oscar Pareja. Due to their
roles in the mass confrontation, Atlanta
United D Luis Abram and Ms Bartosz Slisz
and Saba Lobjanidze and Orlando City SC
G Pedro Gallese and Ms César Araujo, Wil-
der Cartagena, and Martin Ojeda will be is-
sued undisclosed fines for inciting and/or
escalating a mass confrontation.

ATLANTA UNITED — Exercised contract
options on G Brad Guzan, D Efrain Morales
and Ms Jay Fortune and Santiago Sosa.

INTER MIAMI — Named Javier Masche-
rano head coach.

NEW YORK CITY FC — Fired coach Nick
Cushing.

PHILADELPHIA UNION — Exercised a
contract option on D Isaiah LeFlore.

ST. LOUIS CITY — Named Olof Mellberg
head coach.

COLLEGE

NORTH CAROLINA — Fired head football
coach Mack Brown.

NFL
American Conference
East
L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 9 2 0 .818 320 214
Miami 5 6 0 .455 215 236
N.Y. Jets 3 8 0 .273 204 242
New England 3 9 0 .250 197 282
South
L T Pct PF PA
Houston 7 5 0 .583 285 268
Indianapolis 5 7 0 .417 242 274
Tennessee 3 8 0 .273 202 290
Jacksonville 2 9 0 .18 208 316
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 8 3 0 .727 252 186
Baltimore 8 4 0 .667 364 294
Cincinnati 4 7 0 .364 297 296
Cleveland 3 8 0 .273 186 267
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 10 1 0 .909 270 218
L.A. Chargers 7 4 0 .636 243 175
Denver 7 5 0 .583 264 202
Las Vegas 2 9 0 .182 206 314

National Conference

W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 9 2 0 .818 296 199
Washington 7 5 0 .583 334 277
Dallas 4 7 0 .364 221 319
N.Y. Giants 2 9 0 .18 163 252

South

W L T Pct PF PA
Atlanta 6 5 0 .545 244 274
Tampa Bay 5 6 0 .455 309 273
New Orleans 4 7 0 .364 262 260
Carolina 3 8 0 .273 194 340

North

W L T Pct PF PA
Detroit 10 1 0 .909 360 183
Minnesota 9 2 0 .818 274 197
Green Bay 8 3 0 .727 288 223
Chicago 4 7 0 .364 221 217

West

W L T Pct PF PA
Arizona 6 5 0 .545 244 236
Seattle 6 5 0 .545 246 244
L.A. Rams 5 6 0 .455 233 276
San Francisco 5 6 0 .455 260 260

Thursday’s games

Chicago at Detroit
N.Y. Giants at Dallas
Miami at Green Bay
Friday’s game
Las Vegas at Kansas City
Sunday’s games

Arizona at Minnesota
Houston at Jacksonville
Indianapolis at New England
L.A. Chargers at Atlanta
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati
Seattle at N.Y. Jets
Tennessee at Washington
L.A. Rams at New Orleans
Tampa Bay at Carolina
Philadelphia at Baltimore
San Francisco at Buffalo
Monday’s game
Cleveland at Denver
Thursday, Dec. 5
Green Bay at Detroit
Sunday, Dec. 8

New Orleans at N.Y. Giants
Cleveland at Pittsburgh
N.Y. Jets at Miami
Jacksonville at Tennessee
Atlanta at Minnesota
Carolina at Philadelphia
Las Vegas at Tampa Bay
Seattle at Arizona
Chicago at San Francisco
Buffalo at L.A. Rams

L.A. Chargers at Kansas City

Monday, Dec. 9

Cincinnati at Dallas
Open: Baltimore, Denver, Houston, Indi-
anapolis, New England, Washington
Thursday, Dec. 12
L.A. Rams at San Francisco
Sunday, Dec. 15

Baltimore at N.Y. Giants
Cincinnati at Tennessee
Dallas at Carolina

Kansas City at Cleveland
Miami at Houston

N.Y. Jets at Jacksonville
Washington at New Orleans
Buffalo at Detroit
Indianapolis at Denver
New England at Arizona
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia
Tampa Bay at L.A. Chargers
Green Bay at Seattle
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NBA

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
w L Pct GB

Boston 15 3 .833 -
New York 10 7 .588 4Y2
Brooklyn 8 10 .444 7
Toronto 4 14 222 11
Philadelphia 3 13 .188 11

Southeast Division
w L Pct GB

Orlando 12 7 632 -
Miami 7 8 .67 3
Atlanta 7 11 389 4%
Charlotte 6 11 .353 5
Washington 2 14 125 8%

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Cleveland 17 1 .944 —
Milwaukee 9 9 .500 8
Indiana 8 10 .444 9
Chicago 8 11 .421 92
Detroit 8 11 421 92

Western Conference

Southwest Division

w L Pct GB
Houston 13 6 .684 -
Memphis 11 7 611 1%
Dallas 10 8 .556 2%
San Antonio 10 8 .55 2%
New Orleans 4 14 222 8%

Northwest Division
W L Pct GB

Oklahoma City 13 4 .765 -
Denver 9 7 563 3%
Minnesota 8 9 471 5
Portland 7 11 389 6%
Utah 4 13 .235 9
Pacific Division

W L Pct GB
Golden State 12 5 .706 —
Phoenix 10 7 .588 2
L.A. Lakers 10 7 .588 2
L.A. Clippers 11 8 .579 2
Sacramento 8 10 444 4»

Monday’s games
Indiana 114, New Orleans 110

Unexpected star emerges for Cavs

Reserve guard Jerome takes game to another level during Cleveland’s franchise-record start

By Tom WITHERS
Associated Press

CLEVELAND — As the Cava-
liers were improving their home
record to 10-0 and the franchise’s
historic start to an eye-popping
17-1, a solitary voice rose from the
seats that could be heard through-
out the lower bowl of Rocket Mort-
gage Fieldhouse.

“M-V-P! M-V-P!” the lone fan
chanted.

Down on the floor, Donovan
Mitchell noticed. However, it
wasn’t directed at the five-time
All-Star, but a teammate shooting
free throws.

Later, Ty Jerome wanted proof
it happened.

“Did you get it on video?” the re-
serve guard asked.

Cleveland’s unexpected start
has produced an unexpected ris-
ing star.

After missing all but two games
last season with a severe ankle in-
jury that required surgery, Je-
rome has not only become an in-
valuable piece for first-year Cavs
coach Kenny Atkinson but is em-
blematic of the team’s early-sea-
son success.

This wasn’t expected — not by
the Cavs and certainly not by Je-
rome.

“He’s in this zone,” Atkinson
said of the 27-year-old Jerome, al-
ready with his fourth NBA team.

MeLissA TAMEZ/AP

Cleveland Cavaliers guard Ty Jerome, who missed all but two games
last season with an ankle injury, has looked like a rising star this year.

in our gym,” Atkinson said when
asked how long he knew Jerome
would be a major contributor this
season. “He’s been phenomenal
every day. I mean, (general man-
ager) Koby (Altman) jokes about
MVP of August, September, Octo-
ber. We’re all expecting, not ex-
pecting, but when is it going to
start dipping?

“OK, it’s open gym. OK, it’s
training camp. OK, first five
games. He just keeps going and
it’s a real, real credit to him. He’s
just in a state of grace right now.
It’s beautiful to watch.”

The same could be said for the
Cavs, whose burst from the gate
under Atkinson is one of the
league’s best stories. The S7-year-
old Atkinson, an affable, fast-talk-
ing hoops junkie from Long Is-
land, has made Cleveland an of-
fensive powerhouse.

The Cavs lead the league in vir-
tually every statistical category.
It’s a system based on pace, ball
movement and fundamentals and
it’s hard to defend.

Atkinson is getting the best
from Cleveland’s core four of
players — Mitchell, Darius Gar-
land, Evan Mobley and Jarrett Al-
len — while also developing his
bench, something predecessor
J.B. Bickerstaff struggled to do.

Jerome, who played on Virgi-
nia’s national championship team

Orlando 95, Charlotte 84
Detroit 102, Toronto 100
Boston 126, L.A. Clippers 94
Dallas 129, Atlanta 119
Memphis 123, Portland 98

Oklahoma City 130, Sacramento 109

Brooklyn 128, Golden State 120
New York 145, Denver 118

Tuesday’s games

Chicago 127, Washington 108
Milwaukee 106, Miami 103
Houston 117, Minnesota 111, OT

“It’s phenomenal.”

While he’s been good from the
jump this season, Jerome has tak-
en his game to another level in the
past week.

One night after the Cavs lost in
Boston after 15 straight wins, Je-
rome made seven 3-pointers —

two on Steph Curry-like heat
checks just inside the halfcourt lo-
go — in the first half and finished
with a career-high 29 points in a
win over New Orleans.

For an encore on Sunday, he
matched Mitchell, his longtime
friend and boyhood teammate in

New York, with 26 points and six
assists as the Cavs beat Toronto.

Jerome has a been a marvel
since the beginning of training
camp, when he made a first im-
pression on Atkinson that has only
grown stronger.

“Since the moment he stepped

in 2019, gives Atkinson a multi-
skilled player capable on both
ends of the floor.

“It’s hard to take him out of the
game,” Atkinson said. “He’s in ev-
ery conversation at all times. ‘Do
we need Ty in there?’ He’s playing
phenomenally.”

San Antonio 128, Utah 115
Phoenix 127, L.A. Lakers 100

Wednesday’s games

Atlanta at Cleveland
Chicago at Orlando
Houston at Philadelphia
L.A. Clippers at Washington
Miami at Charlotte
Portland at Indiana

New York at Dallas

Detroit at Memphis
Sacramento at Minnesota
Toronto at New Orleans
L.A. Lakers at San Antonio
Brooklyn at Phoenix
Denver at Utah

Oklahoma City at Golden State

Thursday’s games
No games scheduled.
Friday’s games

New York at Charlotte
Cleveland at Atlanta

New Orleans at Memphis
L.A. Clippers at Minnesota
Orlando at Brooklyn

Boston at Chicago

Detroit at Indiana

Toronto at Miami

Oklahoma City at L.A. Lakers
Sacramento at Portland

Saturday’s games

Atlanta at Charlotte
Philadelphia at Detroit
Washington at Milwaukee
Golden State at Phoenix
Dallas at Utah

Sunday’s games

Orlando at Brooklyn
Indiana at Memphis

Miami at Toronto

New Orleans at New York
Boston at Cleveland
Oklahoma City at Houston
L.A. Lakers at Utah

San Antonio at Sacramento
Dallas at Portland

Denver at L.A. Clippers

Beal, Durant return from injury, lead Suns past Lakers

Associated Press

PHOENIX — Bradley Beal and Kevin Du-
rant each scored 23 points and the Phoenix
Suns celebrated the healthy return of both
players with a 127-100 victory over the Los An-
geles Lakers on Tuesday night.

Devin Booker led the way with 26 points and
had 10 assists as the Suns snapped a five-game
losing streak.

Beal had missed the past five games while
Durant had missed seven in a row — both
players were sidelined by a strained left calf.

Beal made 10 of 1S shots, including 3 of 6
from 3-point range.

The Lakers were led by Anthony Davis, who
scored 25 points and grabbed 15 rebounds. Le-
Bron James added 18 points, eight rebounds
and 10 assists. Los Angeles has lost three
straight.

The Suns outscored the Lakers 36-18 in the
third quarter, turning a tight game into a 98-78
advantage. Booker had 11 points during the run
while Jusuf Nurkic had 10.

Bucks 106, Heat 103: Damian Lillard

scored 37 points and handed out 12 assists as
visiting Milwaukee wasted a 22-point second-
halflead before beating Miami Heatin an NBA
Cup game.

The Bucks (3-0 in Cup play) moved a half-
game ahead of Detroit (2-0) in the East Group
B standings.

Jimmy Butler scored 23 points for Miami,
which got 18 from Tyler Herro, 17 from Terry
Rozier and 16 from Bam Adebayo.

The Heat — who were outscored 60-30 from
3-point range — fell to 1-2 in Cup play.

The Bucks played without Giannis Anteto-
kounmpo, a late pregame scratch because of
swelling in his left knee.

Bulls 127, Wizards 108: Nikola Vucevic
scored 19 points and grabbed 12 rebounds as
visiting Chicago eased to a victory over strug-
gling Washington.

Coby White scored 21 points and Zach La-
vine had 18 for the Bulls, who pulled into a
three-way tie at 2-1 with Boston and Atlanta
and a half-game in front of Cleveland in East
Group C.

Kyle Kuzma scored 23 points for Washing-
ton, which lost its 12th straight and fell to 0-3 in
the group and were eliminated from quarterfi-
nal contention.

Rockets 117, Timberwolves 111 (OT): Al-
peren Sengun had 22 points, 10 rebounds and
11 assists, Fred VanVleet added 27 points and
11 assists, and Houston pulled out an overtime
win against host Minnesota.

Dillon Brooks added 22 points for Houston,
which improved to 3-0 in the competition and
clinched West Group A and a spot in the NBA
Cup quarterfinals.

Anthony Edwards had 29 points and 10 re-
bounds for Minnesota, which has lost three in a
row. Julius Randle scored 21, while Naz Reid
had 19 off the bench.

Spurs 128, Jazz 115: Victor Wembanyama
scored 34 points, rookie Stephon Castle
matched his season high with 23 and San Anto-
nio won at Utah.

Keyonte George led Utah with 26 points. The
Jazz were eliminated from the NBA Cup quar-
terfinals.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

MEN’S TOP 25 ROUNDUP

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Dajuan Harris
scored 14 points and top-ranked
Kansas withstood the ejection of
star center Hunter Dickinson to
beat No. 11 Duke 75-72 in the Ve-
gas Showdown on Tuesday night.

Dickinson, who entered the
game averaging 17.8 points and
10.4 rebounds, received a fra-
grant-2 foul and was ejected for
kicking the Blue Devils’ Maliq
Brown in the head midway
through the second half.

Highly touted Duke freshman
Cooper Flagg took advantage of
Dickinson’s absence, and the Blue
Devils kept it close all the way to
the buzzer.

Zeke Mayo added 12 points for
Kansas (6-0), and Dickinson and
AJ Storr each scored 11.

Tyrese Proctor led Duke (4-2)
with 1S points, Flagg scored 13,
Kon Knueppel had 11 and Sion
James finished with 10.

Mayo put Kansas ahead for
good when he made a jumper with
1:57 left for a 73-711ead. Flagg hita
free throw for Duke and Rylan
Griffen answered with two foul
shots with 2 seconds left.

Kansas has won four of the past
five meetings with the Blue Devils
and six of eight. Nine of the past 10
meetings have been decided by
single digits.

Colorado 73, No. 2 UConn 72:
Andrej Jakimovski converted an
off-balance layup with 8 seconds
left, and the Buffaloes handed the
Huskies their second loss in two
days at the Maui Invitational,
beating the two-time defending
national champion.

A day after a 99-97 overtime

loss to Memphis that left UConn
coach Dan Hurley livid about the
officiating, the Huskies (4-2)
couldn’t shake the unranked Buf-
faloes (5-1), who shot 62.5% in the
second half.

With Colorado trailing 72-71 in
the closing seconds, Jakimovski
drove to his right and absorbed
contact from UConn’s Liam
McNeeley. He tossed the ball to-
ward the glass and the shot was
good as he fell to the floor. Hassan
Diarra missed a 3-pointer just
ahead of the buzzer for UConn.

Elijah Malone and Julian Ham-
mond III scored 16 points each for
Colorado, and Jakimovski had 12
points and 10 rebounds.

No. 4 Auburn 85, No. 12 North
Carolina 72: Johni Broome had 23
points and 19 rebounds to lead the
Tigers to a victory over the Tar
Heels in a Maui Invitational semi-
final.

Miles Kelly added 1S points and
Chad Baker-Mazara scored 14 for
Auburn (6-0), which never trailed
and led by as many as 19. Auburn
will play Memphis for the tourna-
ment championship on Wednes-
day.

Broome scored 18 points in the
first half and finished 9-for-18
from the field. He also had five as-
sists and three blocks.

Chaney Johnson had 11 points
and eight rebounds for Auburn.

Seth Trimble led North Caroli-
na (4-2) with 17 points. RJ Davis,
the reigning ACC player of the
year, was held to a season-low 12
on S-of-11 shooting.

No. 5 lowa State 89, Dayton
84: Keshon Gilbert scored 24
points and Curtis Jones added 19

to lead the Cyclones to a victory
over the Flyers in the Maui Invita-
tional.

Iowa State (4-1) rallied from a
nine-point deficit late in the first
half and held off Dayton (5-2) in a
game that featured 11 ties and 10
lead changes.

Gilbert made a pair of free
throws with 44.9 seconds left to
give Iowa State the lead for good.
He shot 12 of 14 from the line.

Dishon Jackson had 12 points
and six rebounds, and Milan
Momcilovic scored 10 for Iowa
State.

No. 9 Alabama 85, No. 6 Hous-
ton 80 (OT): Mark Sears scored
24 points and the Tide beat the
Cougarsin overtime at the Players
Era Festival in Las Vegas.

After squandering an eight-
point lead with 8:53 left in the
game, and allowing Houston to
force overtime, Alabama out-
scored the Cougars 7-2 in the extra
frame for the win.

Houston’s LJ Cryer, who led all
scorers with a career-high-match-
ing 30 points, had a chance to win
the game but missed a mid-range
baseline jumper with two seconds
remaining.

Grant Nelson had 13 points and
10 rebounds, and Mouhamed
Dioubate had 10 points and 16 re-
bounds for Alabama.

No. 8 Kentucky 87, Western
Kentucky 68: Otega Oweh and
Andrew Carr each scored 18
points as the host Wildcats pulled
away down the stretch to beat the
Hilltoppers.

Oweh’s 3-pointer with 8:57 re-
maining was key for cold-shooting
Kentucky (6-0), which made just

Lucas PELTIER/AP

Duke’s Cooper Flagg dives for the ball against Kansas forward Flory
Bidunga as KJ Adams, left, and Zeke Mayo watch during the second
half on Tuesday in Las Vegas. The No. 1 Jayhawks won 75-72.

25 of 62 from the field (40%) after
consecutive shooting performanc-
es of at least 54% in routs of Lip-
scomb and Jackson State. Ken-
tucky shot just 8-for-29 from long
range and even struggled at times
from the free-throw line despite
making 29 of 42.

Oregon 80, No. 20 Texas A&M
70: TJ Bamba had 18 points and
the Ducks scored the last 11 to de-
feat the Aggies at the Players Era
Festival in Las Vegas.

Oregon (6-0) held Texas A&M
(4-2) without a field goal over the
final 4'2 minutes, allowing the
Ducks to erase a 70-69 deficit.

Brandon Angel and Jackson
Shelstad each scored 16 points for
Oregon, while Jadrian Tracey

added 11.

Zhuric Phelps led the Aggies
with 20 points, and Wade Taylor
1V finished with 15.

San Diego State 71, No. 21
Creighton 53: BJ Davis scored a
career-high 18 points and the Az-
tecs upended the Blue Jays on the
opening day of the Players Era
Festival in Las Vegas.

Creighton struggled to find its
offensive rhythm against a San
Diego State defense that generat-
ed eight steals and scored 13
points off turnovers.

Creighton finished 21-for-62
(33.8%) from the floor, while the
Aztecs hit 30 of 62 (48.3%). San
Diego State also finished 8-for-17
(47.0%) from 3-point range.

No. 1 Bruins taking their new ranking to Hawaii

By Douc FEINBERG
Associated Press

UCLA, along with many other of
the top teams, are heading to
Thanksgiving tournaments in
warm locations this week.

The No. 1 Bruins are headed to
Hawaii for the Rainbow Wahine
Tournament where they’ll face
UT Martin, Fresno State and Ha-
waii over three days.

Coach Cori Close loves the chal-
lenge of it.

“The turnaround and opportu-
nity helps us prepare at a cham-
pionship level as a habit,” she said.
“It’s mostly mental preparation
and create our own urgency. Not
to believe our own press clippings,
but how do we get better this week
and stay focused.”

This is the first time the school’s
been No.1in The Associated Press
women’s basketball poll.

The best game of the week may
come in the Cayman Islands when

No. 3 Notre Dame faces 17th-
ranked TCU on Friday. The
schools boast two of the best of-

ERic THAYER/AP
UCLA guard Londynn Jones looks to shoot against South Carolina
guard Te-Hina Paopao on Sunday in Los Angeles. The Bruins and the
Gamecocks both play in tournaments this week.

fenses in the game with the Irish
led by a dynamic backcourt of Oli-
via Miles and Hannah Hidalgo.

The Horned Frogs, who have their
best ranking since 2004, are led by
the inside-outside duo of Sedona
Prince and Hailey Van Lith.

Other top games ahead include
South Carolina against Iowa State
on Thursday at the Fort Myers
Tip-Off. The Cyclones dropped
from eighth to 15th in the poll after
a stunning loss to Northern Iowa.
The Gamecocks will need to find a
way to slow down Cyclones star
center Audi Crooks.

Sidelined

No. 25 Nebraska lost star sopho-
more center Natalie Potts for the
season to a torn ACL. She was the
team’s leading scorer and reboun-
der averaging 14.4 points and 7.4
rebounds per game. She also was
shooting 68.4% from the field.

Getting healthy

For the first time in a few years
UConn is close to having its entire
roster healthy. The Huskies wel-

comed back Azzi Fudd in last
Wednesday’s win over FDU, the
1,217th of coach Geno Auriemma’s
career. That broke the record he
shared with Tara VanDerveer for
most career wins in college bas-
ketball history.

Stat sheet

No. 22 Towa (6-0) no longer has
star Caitlin Clark, but is off to its
best start since 2017-18 when the
team won its first seven games. ...
No. 19 Illinois has the longest ac-
tive winning streak in the nation
with 10 consecutive victories dat-
ing to last season.

Game of the week

No. 13 Duke and No. 8 Oklaho-
ma will face off in Las Vegas in the
championship game of the Ball
Dawgs Classic on Wednesday.
The Blue Devils knocked off No. 9
Kansas State on Monday in the
opener.
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NHL/COLLEGE FOOTBALL

- .
CHARLES KRuPA/AP
Vancouver’s Jake DeBrusk (74)
scored against his former team
as the Canucks beat the Bruins
2-0 on Tuesday night in Boston.

NHL ROUNDUP

DeBrusk
delivers for
Vancouver

Associated Press

BOSTON — Jake DeBrusk
scored a power-play goal in his re-
turn to Boston, and Kevin Lanki-
nen made 32 saves as the Van-
couver Canucks beat the Bruins
2-0 on Tuesday night.

Conor Garland assisted on De-
Brusk’s goal and added an empty-
netter with 13 seconds left.

DeBrusk, who played his first
seven NHL seasons for Boston be-
fore signing with the Canucks as a
free agent last summer, poked in a
rebound S:53 into the second peri-
od. It was the third goal in two
games for DeBrusk, who has 16
points in November. He scored
twice and had an assistin a 4-3 vic-
tory at Ottawa on Saturday.

Lankinen turned aside 13 shots
in the second period and 11 in the
third, getting his pads together
just in time to stop Brad Mar-
chand’s attempt to poke the puck
through with about 25 seconds re-
maining. It was the second shutout
of the season for Lankinen.

Canucks forward Brock Boeser
was back with the team after mis-
sing seven games with an upper-
body injury resulting from a hit in
a game on Nov. 7.

Jeremy Swayman made 13
saves for Boston.

Utah 3, Canadiens 2 (OT): Mik-
hail Sergachev scored the over-
time winner in Utah’s victory at
Montreal.

Sergachev tapped in a pass from
Nick Schmaltz with 27 seconds left
in the extra period. Jack McBain
and Dylan Guenther also scored
for Utah. Karel Vejmelka made 11
saves.

Alex Newhook and Jayden Stru-
ble scored for Montreal, which
dropped its second consecutive
game after a dismal 6-2 loss to Ve-
gas on Saturday.

Sam Montembeault stopped 26
shots for the Canadiens.

NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

Toronto 21 13 6 2 28 64 52
Florida 2212 9 1 25 75 76
Tampa Bay 2011 7 2 24 76 61
Buffalo 2111 9 1 23 69 65
Boston 231010 3 23 51 72
Detroit 21 910 2 20 53 65
Ottawa 21 911 1 19 66 68
Montreal 21 711 3 17 58 80

Metropolitan Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

New Jersey 2415 7
Carolina 2115 5
Washington 21 14 6
N.Y.Rangers 20 12 7
N.Y.Islanders 22 8 9
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Philadelphia 22 9 10 21 64 78
Columbus 20 9 9 20 70 72
Pittsburgh 23 712 18 59 93

Western Conference

Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Winnipeg 2218 4 0 36 8 52

Minnesota 2113 4 4 30 70 54
Dallas 2013 7 0 26 70 50
Colorado 221210 0 24 75 83
Utah 22 910 3 21 60 69
St. Louis 231012 1 21 58 76
Nashville 22 712 3 17 52 70
Chicago 21 712 2 16 50 63
Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Vegas 2214 6 2 30 8 68
Calgary 2212 7 3 27 61 61
Vancouver 2011 6 3 25 63 62
LosAngeles 2211 8 3 25 65 64
Edmonton 2211 9 2 24 64 69
Seattle 22 11 10 1 23 62 59
Anaheim 20 8 9 3 19 50 60
San Jose 24 712 5 19 63 85

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Monday’s games

St. Louis 5, N.Y. Rangers 2
Tampa Bay 8, Colorado 2
New Jersey 5, Nashville 2
Washington 4, Florida 1
Carolina 6, Dallas 4
Vegas 5, Philadelphia 4, SO
Detroit 4, N.Y. Islanders 2
Ottawa 4, Calgary 3
Winnipeg 4, Minnesota 1
Seattle 3, Anaheim 2

San Jose 7, Los Angeles 2

Tuesday’s games

Utah 3, Montreal 2, OT
Vancouver 2, Boston 0

Wednesday’s games

Minnesota at Buffalo
N.Y. Rangers at Carolina
St. Louis at New Jersey
Boston at N.Y. Islanders
Calgary at Detroit
Montreal at Columbus
Toronto at Florida
Vancouver at Pittsburgh
Washington at Tampa Bay
Philadelphia at Nashville
Dallas at Chicago
Anaheim at Seattle
Vegas at Colorado
Winnipeg at Los Angeles
Ottawa at San Jose

Thursday’s games
No games scheduled
Friday’s games

N.Y. Rangers at Philadelphia
Chicago at Minnesota
Calgary at Columbus
Florida at Carolina

N.Y. Islanders at Washington
New Jersey at Detroit
Tampa Bay at Nashville
Vancouver at Buffalo

Los Angeles at Anaheim
Seattle at San Jose
Pittsburgh at Boston
Winnipeg at Vegas
Colorado at Dallas
Edmonton at Utah

Saturday’s games

Montreal at N.Y. Rangers
Carolina at Florida
Toronto at Tampa Bay
Washington at New Jersey
Calgary at Pittsburgh
Philadelphia at St. Louis
Ottawa at Los Angeles
Buffalo at N.Y. Islanders
Nashville at Minnesota
Edmonton at Colorado
Utah at Vegas

San Jose at Seattle

Mixe Kropr/AP

SMU running back LJ Johnson Jr. runs past Virginia safety Ethan Minter during the second half on Saturday
in Charlottesville, Va. The Mustangs, who won 33-7, moved up four spots in the CFP rankings to No. 9.

SMU, Indiana benefit from
SEC losses in CFP rankings

By EppiIE PELLS
Associated Press

The Southeastern Conference’s
losses were almost everyone els-
e’s gain in the College Football
Playoff rankings, with SMU nudg-
ing its way into the top 12 and Indi-
ana staying in the mix at No. 10 de-
spite a lopsided loss.

The 12-team bracket released
Tuesday placed undefeated Ore-
gon on top for the fourth straight
week. It did not include Alabama
or Mississippi of the SEC, both of
which suffered their third losses
of the season last week.

That helped move SMU up four
spots to No. 9, joining No. 6 Miami
to give the Atlantic Coast Confe-
rence two teams in the bracket.
They could meet in the ACC title
game in two weeks. Clemson,
ranked 12th, is also in the mix.

“We’ve been in that position
where, so far, our résumé hadn’t
been good enough, so we needed
some help,” SMU coach Rhett
Lashlee said a few hours before
the rankings were released.

All eyes were on Indiana, and
how harshly the committee would
penalize the Hoosiers for their
first loss of the season, a 38-15
thumping by No. 2 Ohio State. In-
diana coach Curt Cignetti scoffed
at the idea the Hoosiers weren’t a
playoff team. The selection com-
mittee agreed, only bumping the
Hoosiers down five spots.

“We were impressed with some
of the things Indiana did,” said
Michigan athletic director Warde
Manuel, the chair of the selection

College Foothall Playoff rankings

Nov. 26
1. Oregon 11-0
2. Ohio State 10-1
3. Texas 10-1
4. Penn State 10-1
5. Notre Dame 10-1
6. Miami 10-1
7. Georgia 9-2
8. Tennessee 9-2
9. SMU 10-1
10. Indiana 10-1
11. Boise State 10-1
12. Clemson 9-2
13. Alabama 8-3
14. Mississippi 8-3
15. South Carolina 8-3
16. Arizona State 9-2
17. Tulane 9-2
18. lowa State 9-2
19.BYU 9-2
20. Texas A&M 8-3
21. Missouri 8-3
22. UNLV 9-2
23. Illinois 8-3
24. Kansas State 8-3
25. Colorado 8-3

The four highest-ranked conference
champions will be seeded Nos. 1-4 and re-
ceive a first-round bye. Seeds 5-12 will

lay each other in the first round. The

igher-seeded teams will play host in
their first round games.

committee. “They dropped five
but we still felt their body of work
was strong enough to remain in
the top 10.”

The committee wasn’t nearly as
generous to the Big 12. Losses by
its top two teams last week — BYU
and Colorado — vaulted Arizona
State, which beat BYU, into the
bracket.

The Sun Devils were ranked
16th. That afforded them the 12th
and final spot in the bracket as the
fifth-best projected conference

champ, but gave the Big 12 the dis-
tinct feel of a one-bid league.

Another bid would belong to
Boise State of the Mountain West.
The Broncos were ranked 11th but
got the fourth seed in the bracket
as the fourth-best projected confe-
rence champion.

SEC leader Texas was ranked
third.

Alabama dropped six spots to
No. 13 and Ole Miss dropped five
spots to No. 14. Both are out of the
mix, but not completely out of the
question, as the committee wres-
tles over the next two weeks with
whether a three-loss team belongs
in the playoff.

“The appetite is there to rank
the teams as we see them,” Manu-
el said, while pointing out that in
the 10-year history of the CFP, the
committee has placed 22 three-
loss teams in the top 12.

Before this year, of course, only
the top four seeds mattered.

Projected first round

First-round games will take
place on the campus of the better-
seeded team Dec. 20-21. Here’s
what the matchups would look like
based on this week’s rankings
(teams are listed by seed, not
ranking):

No. 12 Arizona State at No. 5
Ohio State

No. 9 Tennessee at No. 8
Georgia

No. 11 Indiana at No. 6 Penn
State

No. 10 SMU at No. 7 Notre
Dame
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‘Reliable’ Sutton hoosts
rookie QB Nix, Broncos

By ARNIE STAPLETON
Associated Press

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — What’s
stoking the Denver Broncos’ sur-
prising surge is the growing con-
nection between rookie quarter-
back Bo Nix and veteran wide re-
ceiver Courtland Sutton.

Whenever the Broncos (7-5)
need a clutch catch, a key flag or a
timely touchdown, Sutton is usual-
ly the one delivering it like he did
Sunday when he caught eight pas-
ses on 10 targets for 97 yards and
two touchdowns that sparked the
Broncos’ come-from-behind 29-19
win at Las Vegas.

“Courtland played tremen-
dous,” coach Sean Payton said.

Again.

“He’s just reliable,” Nix said.
“He’s just always there when you
need him.”

Sutton’s size (6-foot-4 and 216
pounds) and experience (he’s in
his seventh NFL season) make
him an ideal target and safety
valve for the rookie QB whose con-
fidence is growing by the week.

“He’s smart. He’s savvy. He
makes plays when the ball’s in the
air,” Nix said.

“You can trust him. Whenit’s up
in the air, it’s his or nobody’s. It’s
not going to be a pick.”

Nix’s first touchdown toss to
Sutton was an 18-yarder that al-
lowed the QB to break Marlin
Briscoe’s 1968 Denver rookie rec-
ord of 14 TD passes, and the two
connected again with 5:30 left to
make it a two-score game.

The Broncos trailed 13-9 at half-
time and Nix said they knew they
had to get the ball into Sutton’s
hands more in the second half af-
ter he had caught the only pass
thrown his way in the first half.

“Didn’t target him (much) in the
first half,” Nix said. “We come out
and say, ‘Look, Courtland, this is
your half’ We take over the game.
He goes for two touchdowns. That

Rick ScuTeri/AP

Broncos wide receiver Courtland Sutton pulls in a touchdown catch
last week. Sutton has 36 catches for 467 yards and three TDs in the
past five games as Denver makes a push for the playoffs.

just kind of speaks for what he
means to our team.”

Sutton has been on a tear since
he wasn’t targeted a single time in
Denver’s 33-10 win at New Or-
leans on Oct. 17. (Payton men-
tioned as recently as last week
what an anomaly that game was
because there was a heavy diet of
plays for Sutton that just didn’t
pan out for various reasons.)

In his six games before that
goose egg, Sutton had 21 catches

on 49 targets for 277 yards and a
touchdown. In the five games
since, he’s caught 36 of the 48 balls
thrown his way for 467 yards and
three TDs. Plus, he threw a touch-
down pass to Nix on a “Philly Spe-
cial” at Baltimore in Week 9.

“I think we’re just scratching
the surface,” Sutton said.

Thanks in part to the chemistry
between Nix and Sutton, the Bron-
cos are in position for the final
playoff spot entering December.

Nabers: Calling the Giants ‘soft’ wrong

By Tom CANAVAN
Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Malik Nabers said calling the New
York Giants “soft” after Sunday’s
embarrassing loss to the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers was a mistake, al-
though the star rookie receiver
still plans to speak out when he
thinks it’s necessary.

After talking with coach Brian
Daboll and general manager Joe
Schoen and watching video of the
Giants’ 30-7 defeat, Nabers said
Tuesday that “soft” was a poor
choice of words.

“I don’t think it was really soft. I
think it was just a lack of tech-

nique,” Nabers said. “We were
playing our butts off, we just
lacked technique.”

The Giants (2-9) trailed 23-0 at
halftime and had run only 19 plays
on offense. Nabers was not target-
ed in first the half but still finished
with ateam-high six catches for 64
yards.

The No. 6 overall pick in the
draft, Nabers said his rant after
the game — in which he said the
Giants’ quarterbacks weren’t to
blame for the team’s poor perfor-
mance — was just the competitor
in him talking.

“That’s just how I'm wired.
That’s just who I am,” he said. “I

just don’t like losing. If I feel like if
I had an opportunity to help the
team win, I'm going to express
that.

“I'm not going to just sit back
just because I'm a younger guy
and not speak on how I feel,” Nab-
ers said. “They want me to speak
up. They feel like my energy helps
the offense, in a way, to be explo-
sive. So, of course, I'm going to
speak up if something doesn’t go
my way. That’s just how I am.”

Nabers said not being targeted
in the opening half was tough be-
cause his body is prepared to play
and not doing anything throws
him off his game.

Weekly statistics

AFC individual leaders NFC individual leaders
Quarterbacks Quarterbacks

Att Com Yds TD Int Att Com Yds TD Int
L.Jackson, Bal 343 231 3053 27 3  Smith,Sea 405 280 3035 12 12
Burrow, Cin 408 274 3028 27 4  Cousins, Atl 360 245 2807 17 9
Stroud, Hou 396 250 2875 14 9  Stafford, LAR 385 256 2800 15 7
Mahomes, KC 381 266 2673 18 11  Mayfield, TB 374 267 2799 24 9
Nix, Den 399 259 2548 16 6  Goff, Det 306 223 2761 20 9
Allen, Buf 339 217 2543 18 5 Darnold, Min 327 221 2717 21 10
Rodgers, NYJ 380 241 2442 17 7 Daniels, Was 332 227 2613 12 5
Herbert, LAC 313 197 2404 13 1  Purdy,SF 306 202 2613 13 8
Minshew, Las 306 203 2013 9 10  Hurts, Phi 285 197 2376 13 5
Lawrence, Jac 274 168 2004 11 6 Ca.Williams,Chi 372 233 2356 11 5

Rushers

Rushers

Att Yds Avg LG TD

Att Yds Avg LG TD

Henry, Bal 221 1325 6.0 87t 13  Barkley, Phi 223 1392 6.2 72t 10
Pollard, Ten 184 800 43 41 4 Jacobs,GB 202 944 4.7 38t 7
Mixon, Hou 185 786 4.2 59 10  Gibbs, Det 154 886 5.8 70t 10
Dobbins, LAC 158 766 48 61 8 Hubbard, Car 177 876 49 38 7
Harris, Pit 191 749 39 36t 3 K.Williams, LAR 207 822 40 30 9
Taylor, Ind 161 708 44 58 5 A.ones,Min 179 798 45 41 3
Hall, NYJ 152 632 42 42 4 Robinson, Atl 167 783 4.7 37t 6
C.Brown, Cin 140 607 43 30t 5 Kamara,NO 183 782 43 24 6
L.Jackson, Bal 103 599 58 33 3 Mason,SF 140 711 51 38 3
Stevenson, NE 162 598 3.7 33t 6 Conner, Ari 166 705 4.2 22 5
Receivers Receivers

No Yds Avg LG TD No Yds Avg LG TD
Chase, Cin 73 1056 14.5 70t 12  Jefferson, Min 61 939 154 97t 5
Flowers, Bal 57 789 138 53t 4 Lamb, Dal 77 841 109 65t 4
Pickens, Pit 52 776 149 44 2  Mclaurin, Was 53 823 155 86t 7
Bowers, Las 74 744 10.1 57t 3  Smith-Njba,Sea 66 755 114 46 4
Sutton, Den 57 744 13.1 37 5  St.Brown,Det 71 747 105 35t 9
Wilson, NYJ 69 722 105 35 5  A.Brown,Phi 39 727 186 67t 4
Collins, Hou 41 713 174 67t 4 Mooney, Atl 48 711 14.8 41t 5
McConkey, LAC 49 698 14.2 60t 4 London, Atl 61 710 116 31 6
B.Thomas, Jac 42 689 164 85t 5 Metcalf, Sea 46 697 152 71t 3
Jeudy, Cle 45 645 143 89t 2  McBride, Ari 61 685 11.2 37 0

Punters Punters

No Yds Lg Avg

No Yds Lg Avg

Cole, Las 41 2165 70 52.8 Fox, Det 35 1787 68 51.1
Cooke, Jac 44 2271 73 51.6 Mann, Phi 33 1677 70 50.8
Scoring Scoring
Touchdowns Touchdowns
TDRush Rec Ret Pts TDRush Rec Ret Pts
Henry, Bal 15 13 2 0 90 Barkley, Phi 12 10 2 0o 72
Chase, Cin 12 0 12 0 72 Gibbs,Det 11 10 1 0 66
Cook, Buf 11 10 1 0 66 Hurts, Phi 11 11 0 0 66
Mixon, Hou 1 10 1 0 66 Montgmry,Det 11 11 0 0 66

Kicking Kicking
PAT FG LG Pts PAT FG LG Pts
Boswell, Pit 21-21 31-33 57 114  Seibert, Was 22-24 27-30 55 103
Fairbairn, Hou 27-27 28-34 59 111  Aubrey, Dal 18-18 25-30 65 93

AFC team statistics NFC team statistics
AVERAGE PER GAME AVERAGE PER GAME

OFFENSE OFFENSE
Yards Rush Pass Yards Rush Pass
Baltimore 426.7 180.2 246.5 Detroit 394.3 150.8 243.5
Cincinnati 3543 91.5 262.7 Philadelphia 389.1 193.4 195.7
Buffalo 3453 119.2 226.1 SanFrancisco 384.5 1384 246.2
Kansas City 342.7 116.3 226.5 Green Bay 382.4 151.6 230.7
Houston 336.0 114.6 221.4 Washington 370.5 147.8 222.8
Pittsburgh 328.0 135.2 192.8 Tampa Bay 369.5 128.1 241.5
Miami 3239 116.8 207.1 Atlanta 3615 117.9 243.6
L.A. Chargers 322.6 118.1 204.5 Minnesota 351.1 117.1 234.0
Indianapolis 316.3 116.7 199.7 New Orleans 347.4 130.7 216.6
Denver 3135 111.6 2019 Seattle 346.3 89.1 257.2
Tennessee 302.1 1184 183.7 Arizona 342.0 140.3 201.7
N.Y. Jets 2944 87.2 207.2 L.A. Rams 331.8 95.1 236.7
Las Vegas 292.6 74.6 218.0 Dallas 323.2 825 240.6
Cleveland 2925 88.2 2043 N.Y.Giants 303.8 1159 187.9
Jacksonville 290.8 101.6 189.2 Chicago 2989 111.8 187.1
New England 280.2 112.8 167.3 Carolina 2855 107.7 177.8

DEFENSE DEFENSE
Yards Rush Pass Yards Rush Pass
Tennessee 276.4 106.7 169.6 Philadelphia 274.6 99.2 175.5
Denver 296.0 96.2 199.8 SanFrancisco 304.3 110.8 193.5
Kansas City 300.8 85.3 215.5 Minnesota 317.3 747 2425
Houston 303.1 110.8 192.3 Green Bay 319.3 112.7 206.5
Miami 304.5 106.9 197.5 Detroit 322.1 949 227.2
N.Y. Jets 305.0 130.1 1749 Washington 334.6 145.5 189.1
Pittsburgh 305.2 90.3 2149 Chicago 339.0 129.7 209.3
L.A. Chargers 323.6 119.7 203.9 Arizona 3405 121.8 218.6
Las Vegas 327.5 119.5 208.1 N.Y. Giants 342.1 1479 194.2
Buffalo 329.1 119.1 210.0 Seattle 344.8 130.5 2144
Cleveland 345.0 130.6 2144 Atlanta 357.1 127.2 2299
New England 347.5 123.1 2244 L.A.Rams 362.5 144.3 218.2
Cincinnati 355.5 129.8 225.6 Dallas 369.9 150.5 219.5
Baltimore 355.6 77.9 277.7 TampaBay 376.2 120.7 255.5
Indianapolis 375.8 142.6 233.2 Carolina 387.3 160.5 226.7
Jacksonville 413.7 1355 2783 New Orleans 390.8 134.2 256.6
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Lions look to enjoy holiday,
end Thanksgiving skid at 7

By LARRY LAGE
Associated Press

DETROIT — Dan Campbell
hopes to be happy on Thanksgiv-
ing for the first time in four years.

The Detroit Lions have dropped
seven straight on the holiday, in-
cluding three in a row with Camp-
bell, and the coach said losing
takes a toll on family gatherings
after the game.

“Ask my wife, she’ll tell you,” he
said. “Like that’s why she’s pray-
ing for a win big time because she
knows that I'm a bear when we
don’t win, so we all want it.

“It is long overdue, but we have
to win to win.”

The NFC-leading Lions (10-1)
are expected to get what they want
against the slumping Chicago
Bears (4-7) on Thursday at Ford
Field as favorites with a double-di-
git spread, according to BetMGM.

Chicago has lost five straight
games, including three on the final
play.

Lions quarterback Jared Goff
isn’t taking anything for granted
after setbacks on the holiday in
each of the past three years affect-
ed his mood.

“I don’t like being grumpy
around family,” Goff said.

“No one does. You want to win
this game and be able to enjoy
your Thanksgiving dinner with

your family and it’ll be my first
time experiencing that here and I
want to do that.”

Caleb’s comfort

Bears quarterback Caleb Wil-
liams, who was taken No. 1 overall
at the NFL Draft in Detroit last
spring, has looked more comforta-
ble in two games with Thomas
Brown as offensive coordinator
after a rough stretch of play led to
Shane Waldron’s firing.

“I think he’s done a good job un-
derstanding me and the players
we have on this team,” Williams
said.

Williams followed up a solid
outing against Green Bay with one
of his best performances. He
helped the Bears rally from an 11-
point deficit in the final 22 seconds
of regulation against Minnesota,
finishing with 340 yards passing
and two touchdowns in an over-
time loss.

The former Southern Cal star,
who has set a franchise rookie rec-
ord with 2,356 yards passing, has
played four straight games with-
out a turnover and five in a row
without an interception.

“That’s a rookie quarterback
who, in my opinion, has not even
scratched the surface of how good
he can be,” Brown said.

“It’s my job, my focus to contin-

ue to find ways to make him the
best he can be, hold him accoun-
table, but also the entire group, it’s
not just about him.”

Motor City milestones

The Lions are 10-1 for the first
time in 90 years and have a chance
to win 11 of their first 12 games for
the first time in franchise history.

Detroit’s nine-game winning
streak is its longest since starting
10-0 in 1934, leading to the team
being the favorite to win the Super
Bowl for the first time.

The Lions have reached double
digits in wins in consecutive sea-
sons for the first time and their 22
total wins are a franchise record
for a two-season span.

Struggling defense

Chicago won five of seven dur-
ing a late surge last year with an
improved defense, which led to
Goff having two of his worst
games in 2023.

Goff threw a season-high three
interceptions in a win over the
Bears in November and had a sea-
son-low passer rating against
them in December.

A year later, Chicago’s defense
is going in a different direction.

The unit is ranked No. 17, plum-
meting from fifth in the league go-
ing in Week 8 at Washington.

Backs: Dallas, Detroit swap positions

FROM PAGE 24

following night in a win over the
Chargers. It was his 20th career
game with at least 140 yards rush-
ing.

Turkey day

For years, the Dallas Cowboys
have been the featured stalwart on
the Thanksgiving football sched-
ule while the Detroit Lions have
been more of an unwanted fixture
at the holiday table.

The roles have changed.

The Lions take a10-1record into
their annual Thanksgiving home
game, while the Cowboys stumble
in with a 4-7 mark. This year
marks the S7th time Detroit and
Dallas have both played on
Thanksgiving and the six-win
edge going into the day for the Li-

ons is double their largest previ-
ous advantage. Detroit was 7-4
and Dallas was 4-7 in 2000.

The Cowboys have been at least
six wins ahead of the Lions headed
into Thanksgiving five times, with
the most recent coming in 2021
when Dallas was 7-3 and Detroit
was 0-9-1.

The Lions have been setting
marks all season as they are off to
their best start since 1934. Detroit
has double-digit wins in back-to-
back seasons for the first time in
franchise history.

Detroit has relied heavily on its
running back duo of Jahmyr
Gibbs and David Montgomery,
who each have at least 10 TD runs
for a second straight season. Only
five other duos have done that in
one season in the Super Bowl era,

with Gibbs and Montgomery the
first teammates ever to do it back
to back.

Top heavy

The Lions are one of five teams
that already have won at least nine
games, along with Kansas City
(10-1) and a trio of 9-2 squads: Buf-
falo, Philadelphia and Minnesota.

That ties the record for the most
teams to start a season 9-2 or bet-
ter. It happened eight other times,
with the only other seasons in the
past 30 years being 2019 and 2015.

Detroit and Minnesota are
joined in the top-heavy NFC North
by the 8-3 Green Bay Packers,
marking the first time since the
2002 realignment that one divi-
sion had three teams win at least
eight games in the first 12 weeks.

()

Chicago Bears (4-7)
at Detroit Lions (10-1)
AFN-Sports
6:30 p.m. Thursday CET
2:30 a.m. Friday JKT

'l‘l/@% )

New York Giants (2-9)
at Dallas Cowboys (4-7)
AFN-Sports
10:30 p.m. Thursday
6:30 a.m. Friday JKT

&S

Miami Dolphins (5-6)
at Green Bay Packers (8-3)
AFN-Sports
2:15 a.m. Friday CET
10:15 a.m. Friday

CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP

Blake Snell agreed to a $182 million, five-year contract with the
Dodgers after pitching one season for the San Francisco Giants.

Snell to Dodgers
on 5-year contract

By RoNALD BLum
Associated Press

Less than a month after winning
the World Series, the Los Angeles
Dodgers are spending big again to
add one of baseball’s best pitchers
to their star-studded roster.

Blake Snell and the Dodgers
agreed to a $182 million, five-year
contract, according to a person
with direct knowledge of the nego-
tiations. The person spoke to The
Associated Press on the condition
of anonymity Tuesday night be-
cause the deal is subject to a suc-
cessful physical.

The two-time Cy Young Award
winner broke the news personally,
posting a photo of himself on so-
cial media in a Dodgers uniform
— No. 7.

Snell would join two-way super-
star Shohei Ohtani and fellow Ja-
panese right-hander Yoshinobu
Yamamoto atop Los Angeles’ ro-
tation, giving the Dodgers the first
megadeal of this offseason follow-
ing Ohtani’s $700 million, 10-year
contract and Yamamoto’s $325
million, 12-year deal last winter.

Ohtani didn’t pitch this year
while recovering from right elbow
surgery but is expected back on
the mound in 202S. He won his
third MVP award — first in the
National League — following a
huge season at the plate exclusive-
ly as a designated hitter.

Yamamoto went 7-2 with a 3.00
ERA in 18 starts as a rookie, then
won twice in four October outings.

Down to three healthy starting
pitchers during the postseason,
Los Angeles overcame a string of
injuries to its projected rotation in
winning the franchise’s second
World Series title in five years.

Right-handers Jack Flaherty
and Walker Buehler then became
free agents this fall, creating more
voids on the staff. But the addition
of Snell would fill alarge one at the

top with a legitimate ace.

Snell’s $36.4 million average
salary would rank as the fifth-
highest among active deals next
year behind Ohtani ($70 million),
Philadelphia pitcher Zack Wheel-
er ($42 million), New York Yan-
kees outfielder Aaron Judge ($40
million) and Texas pitcher Jacob
deGrom ($37 million). Among ex-
pired contracts, it also was ex-
ceeded by pitchers Max Scherzer
and Justin Verlander (both $43.33
million) under deals they agreed
to with the New York Mets.

ESPN first reported the details
of Snell’s contract.

Earlier this month, Snell opted
out of his deal with San Francisco
to become a free agent for the sec-
ond consecutive offseason after he
was slowed by injuries during his
lone year with the Giants.

Snell, who turns 32 next week,
went 5-3 with a 3.12 ERA in 20
starts this year, throwing a no-hit-
ter at Cincinnati on Aug. 2 for one
of only 16 individual shutouts in
the major leagues this season. He
struck out 145 and walked 44 in
104 innings.

He was sidelined between April
19 and May 22 by a strained left
adductor and between June 2 and
July 9 by a strained left groin.

Snell won Cy Young Awards in
2018 with Tampa Bay and 2023
with San Diego. He is 76-58 with a
3.19 ERA in nine seasons with the
Rays (2016-20), Padres (2021-23)
and Giants.

Because he turned down a qual-
ifying offer from San Diego last
November, the Giants were not el-
igible to give Snell another one
and won’t receive draft-pick com-
pensation.

Los Angeles expects All-Star
right-hander Tyler Glasnow and
three-time Cy Young Award win-
ner Clayton Kershaw back in the
rotation next year.
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Dodgers snag Snell

Source: Champs strike offseason’s
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INSIDE THE NUMBERS

Pairing up
playmakers

Henry, Barkley heading into NFL's earliest
ever meeting of 1,300-yard running backs

By Josa DuBow

Associated Press

aquon Barkley and Der-

rick Henry combined for

395 vyards rushing on

back-to-back nights at So-
Fi Stadium as the dynamic play-
makers keep proving that invest-
ing in running backs can pay off in
the right situation.

Next, they will play on the same
field at the same time when Bar-
kley and the Philadelphia Eagles
take on Henry and the Baltimore
Ravens in the first matchup ever
between two 1,300-yard runners
in Week 13 or earlier.

Before this year, only 12 players
in NFL history had rushed for at
least 1,300 yards and 10 TDs in the
first 12 weeks of the season. None
had done it since Shaun Alexander
in 200S as teams moved away
from bell-cow backs and dimin-
ished the importance of the posi-
tion.

That might start to change now
that Barkley has transformed Phi-
ladelphia’s offense by rushing for
1,392 yards and 10 TDs so far this
season and Henry has elevated
Baltimore’s with 1,325 yards rush-
ing and 13 TDs.

While Barkley and Henry have
been two of the biggest additions
this season, that wasn’t reflected
back in the free agency frenzy in
March when 19 players got bigger
contracts than the $37.75 million,
three-year deal Barkley got from
the Eagles and S8 players got
more than the $16 million, two-
year deal Henry got from the Rav-
ens.

Few, if any, of those other
players have had as big an impact
on their teams as Barkley and
Henry — as evidenced again by
their exploits this past weekend at
SoFi Stadium.

Barkley became the sixth

RyAN Sun/AP

Saquon Barkley has 1,649 yards
from scrimmage for the Eagles
this season, the second most in
league history by a player in his
first 11 games with a team.

INSIDE

Campbell seeks 1st
Thanksgiving win
as coach of Lions
Page 23

player to have two TD runs of at
least 70 yards in the same game as
he rushed for a franchise-record
255 yards and became the fourth
running back in the Super Bowl
era to eclipse 300 yards from
scrimmage in a game in the Ea-
gles’ win over the Rams on Sunday
night.

Barkley’s 1,649 scrimmage
yards are the second most by any
player in his first 11 games with a
team after Eric Dickerson’s 1,726
with the Rams in 1983.

Henry rushed for 140 yards the

SEE BACKS ON PAGE 23

JEFF [.EVWISV/AP
Derrick Henry has elevated the Ravens’ offense since signing a $16 miillion, two-year deal with Baltimore.
Henry has 1,325 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns this season.
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