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Ukrainian soldiers carry bottles of water as they cross a minefield on the front line in the Zaporizhzhia region of Ukraine on Friday.

Obstacles to the offensive

Ukraine faces mines and manpower challenges in campaign’s early weeks

By Missy RyaN, DAvVID STERN

AND RoBYN DixonN

The Washington Post
krainian forces are navigating giant
minefields and mounting initial at-
tacks on Russian positions along a
sprawling front line, U.S. and Uk-
rainian officials said, as Kyiv takes the first,
halting steps of what is expected to be a pro-
longed and punishing counteroffensive cam-

paign.

Ukrainian officials say they have thus far re-
claimed about S0 square miles in the country’s
south from Russian forces, which have spent

months hardening fortifications and position-
ing reinforcements in their bid to protect terri-
tory seized since President Vladimir Putin’s

2022 invasion.
ANALYSIS that the offensive was
moving “slower than de-
sired” since it began this month, but that an op-
eration against an adversary with a deeper ar-
senal and a far larger force shouldn’t be ex-
pected to unfold at an action-movie pace.
A U.S. military official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy last week said

battlefield assessments, said Ukraine’s mili-
tary was now “fighting through the initial se-
curity zone” before hurling the bulk of its man-
power at Russia’s main lines.

“You don’t commit your whole force until
you have an idea of where the areas are where
you’re going to find the most success,” the offi-
cial said. “The Ukrainians have to figure out
where the Russian defenses are the weakest
and most porous.”

The operation is unfolding as Western offi-
cials are assessing the fallout of the stunning

SEE OBSTACLES ON PAGE 7

Air Force 1S
Introducing
new cycle for
deployments

By KYLE ALVAREZ

AND ALEXANDER RIEDEL

Stars and Stripes

The Air Force is moving away
from individual deployments in
favor of sending teams on long-
term temporary assignments,
while providing those units more
time at home after they’re fin-
ished.

The latest changes to the de-
ployment tempo under the new
Force Generation model will be in
place by October, the service said
in a statement Tuesday.

Under the current decades-old
model, most airmen spent six
months on a deployment, followed
by at least 12 months back at their
permanent duty station. The new
system normally will provide
units with at least 18 months be-
tween six-month deployments.

The new model is a departure
from past deployment practices,
when individual or small-element
deployments were based on “tem-
po bands,” or groupings, deter-
mined by job specialties.

“We have been able to get away
with taking three airmen from this
base, five airmen from this base,
and two airmen from that base,
deploying them and expecting
them to come together on day one
and be a team,” Lt. Gen. James
Slife, Air Force deputy chief of
staff for operations, said at the Air
Warfare Symposium on March 8.
“We don’t actually think that’s the
way the future operating environ-
ment is going to permit us to oper-
ate.”

Service leaders have attempted
tomove from deploying individual
or small teams for years by releas-
ing incremental changes to the
force deployment model in 2008

SEE CYCLE ON PAGE 3
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Italian group drops pasta strike after costs fall

Associated Press

MILAN — Italians can celebrate
lower pasta prices, but must face
higher prices across the board for
fruit and vegetables.

Italy’s industry ministry reported
last week that prices of pasta had
fallen by an average of 0.3% in May
compared with amonth earlier, say-
ing that a monitoring system it set
up had the intended effect of reduc-
ing prices.

As a result, the Assoutenti con-
sumer group called off a pasta strike
planned for this week, intended to

force down prices by reducing de-
mand.

President Furio Truzzi told The
Associated Press, however, that de-
spite the overall decreases, pasta
prices are obstinately high in some
cities and that the group was still
considering targeted strikes later
this summer.

The price of 2.2 pounds of pasta
had dropped to $2.32 in the Adriatic
port city of Ancona from a high of
$2.67 inMarch, andto $2.21in Geno-
va from a peak of $2.61. The price
dipped below $2.19 in many cities.

But inflation is still an issue for
Italian kitchens. Vegetable pricesin
May rose an average of nearly 15%
over the previous year, accelerating
from an 11% increase in April, while
potato prices went up 22%, com-
pared with the 9% increase regis-
tered a month earlier, according to
the Italian statistics agency, ISTAT.

Assoutentiis pushing forasimilar
monitoring board for fruit and vege-
table prices, which it said could be
the result of speculation tied to re-
cent storms that damaged some
crops.

Military rates
Euro costs (June 29) $1.07
British pound (June 29) $1.24
Japanese yen (June 29) 140.00
South Korean won (June 29) 1,270.00
Ci cial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) 3770
Britain (Pound) 1.2642
Canada (Dollar) 1.3257
China (Yuan) 7.2511
Denmark (Krone) 6.8095
Egypt (Pound) 30.9033
Euro 9143
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.8325
Hungary (Forint) 339.62
Israel (Shekel) 3.6778
Japan (Yen) 144.30
Kuwait (Dinar) 3074
Norway (Krone) 10.8090
Philippines (Peso) 55.34
Poland (Zloty) 4.10
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7508
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3529
South Korea (Won) 1,311.48

Switzerland (Franc) .8966
Thailand (Baht) 35.62
Turkey (New Lira) 26.0610

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates areinterbankrates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 8.25
Interest Rates Discount rate 5.75
Federal funds market rate 5.08
3-month bill 5.35
30-year bond 3.85
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Taiwan tracks pair of Russian warships

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

Taiwan scrambled aircraft
and dispatched ships late Tues-
day to monitor the passage of
two Russian warships off its
eastern coast, according to the
island’s Ministry of National De-
fense.

Two Russian frigates traveled
northward along the coast to-
ward the East China Sea around
11 p.m. Tuesday, the ministry
said in a news release Tuesday.
It did not specify how far off-

shore the ships were.

In response, Taiwan’s military
used “joint intelligence, surveil-
lance and reconnaissance meth-
ods” and “dispatched mission
aircraft, ships and shore-mount-
ed missile systems to closely
monitor” the Russian vessels,
according to the release.

The ships continued on course
and left Taiwan’s “response ar-
ea” southeast of Suao, a city on
the island’s northeastern edge
that is also home to a logistics
support naval base, according to

the Defense Ministry.

While Taiwan reports near-
daily activity from the Chinese
military off its western coast in
the Taiwan Strait — 49 Chinese
aircraft and 20 ships have been
reported in the waterway since
Sunday — Russian activity is
less common.

The warships’ passage comes
less than a week after the Wagn-
er Group, a Russian paramili-
tary outfit, organized a brief,
two-day rebellion against the
Russian government that began

Friday with the group taking
over military headquarters in
Rostov-on-Don and concluded
Saturday after they stood down
and withdrew from the city.

It also comes just over a week
after Secretary of State Antony
Blinken visited Beijing to meet
with high-level Chinese officials,
including President Xi Jinping,
which Blinken described as
“candid and constructive” but
failed to secure the United
States’ top priority of renewed
communication between the two

countries’ militaries.

Beijing considers Taiwan, a
functionally independent de-
mocracy, to be a breakaway
province and aims to reunite it
with the mainland.

China and Russia remain close
allies, with the two countries
regularly coordinating military
exercises together, although
Beijing has not openly endorsed
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

wilson.alex@stripes.com
Twitter: @AlexMNWilson

MicHAEL N. MowRyY/U.S. Navy

The Virginia-class attack submarine USS Delaware arrived in Torshavn for a scheduled port visit Monday,
marking the first time a U.S. nuclear-powered submarine has moored in the Faroe Islands.

US nuclear-powered sub makes
historic stop in Faroe Islands

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

A port call in the Faroe Islands
this week marked the first-ever
visit by a U.S. nuclear-powered
submarine to the North Atlantic
archipelago, the Navy said.

The USS Delaware’s stop at the
capital of Torshavn on Monday
follows a similar visit by a U.S. nu-
clear-powered submarine in Ice-
land that came amid rising NATO
and U.S. concerns about signifi-
cant Russian underwater activity
in the Atlantic Ocean.

The Faroe Islands and the High
North are vital areas for U.S. sub-
marine operations, Rear Adm.
Stephen Mack, director of mari-
time operations for U.S. Naval

Forces Europe-Africa, said in a
statement Tuesday.

In April, the USS San Juan
made a stop for supplies and per-
sonnel off the coast of Iceland af-
ter such brief visits were ap-
proved with assurances that the
country and its territorial waters
would remain free of nuclear
weapons.

That stopover came as Army
Gen. Christopher Cavoli, the top
U.S. military officer in Europe,
told a congressional committee
that Russian submarine patrols in
the Atlantic were at higher levels
than those seen in years.

The port call by Delaware, a
Virginia class attack submarine,
also comes after a Faroese gov-

ernment restriction earlier this
month limited Russian access to
its ports solely to fishing boats.

The self-governing island
group, part of Denmark, is work-
ing to reduce the risk of espionage
and has faced criticism following
renewal of a bilateral fisheries ac-
cord with Russiain November, the
news service Agence France-
Press reported June 1.

The Faroe Islands comprise 18
mountainous islands located half-
way between Iceland and Scot-
land in the North Atlantic. It has a
population of about 50,000, of
which about 40% is in Torshavn.

bath.alison@stripes.com
Twitter: @alisonbath_

Cycle: Airmen wi
deploy In groups
mission-focused

FROM PAGE 1

and 2013.

For more than two decades, air-
men were deployed in fragmented
groups from different bases
across the Air Force, with their de-
ployment pace largely deter-
mined by their career fields.

Instead, they now will be as-
signed to capabilities-based force
elements. These teams will be
composed of airmen in different
jobs who share a mission focus,
such as flying and supporting air
crews or opening and expanding
air bases in combat zones.

The new model breaks a 24-
month rotational cycle into four
phases.

During the first phase, units
prepare for the deployment and
train together. In the second
phase, the units prove their readi-
ness to deploy in exercises and
certification events.

| now
nased on
Nrojects

After the six-month deploy-
ment, they return for a six-month
reset phase that allows for leave,
reintegration with families and re-
covery.

Force elements will train, de-
ploy and recover as units through-
out each phase of the cycle.

The Force Generation model is
part of Air Force Chief of Staff
Gen. C.Q. Brown’s strategy to
make the service less dependent
on static bases overseas.

Units will be smaller, more mo-
bile and able to establish airfields
quickly to outmaneuver an enemy
under the envisioned concept.

Air Force units have been train-
ing under the new model for more
than a year as part of a soft rollout,
with Air Combat Command certi-
fying its first lead wing to deploy
under Force Generation in July
2022.

alvarez.kyle@stripes.com
Twitter: @Kal2931
——

STEVEN CARDO/U.S. Air Force

Airmen board an aircraft at Shaw Air Force Base, S.C., last year.
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Lieutenant colonel
sentenced to two
months for assault

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

Lt. Col. Jon-Paul Depreo went
from commanding an engineer
battalion at Fort Johnson to pris-
on-bound in less than six months
after he pleaded guilty Monday
to charges of assault and con-
duct unbecoming an officer in a
courtroom at the Army post in
Louisiana.

Military judge Col. Maureen
Kohn sentenced Depreo, 42, to
spend two months in prison,
which was consistent with the
terms of the plea agreement, ac-
cording to a statement from
Shelby Waryas, a spokeswoman
for Fort Johnson, formerly Fort
Polk.

He pleaded guilty to one count
of assault consummated by a
battery and one count of conduct
unbecoming.

He was originally charged
with one count of abusive sexual
contact, one count of maltreat-
ment of a subordinate, and two
counts of conduct unbecoming
of an officer for his alleged ac-
tions, Waryas said last month
when Depreo’s case posted to
the Army’s online court docket.

Waryas did not say what led to
the charges against Depreo.

Depreo took command of the
46th Engineer Battalion on June
17, 2021, and was fired in Janu-
ary, according to Fort Johnson.

Within Depreo’s first month in
command, Command Sgt. Maj.
Jeremy Compton, the unit’s top

U.S. Army

Lt. Col. Jon-Paul Depreo, 42,
was fired in January as command-
er of the 46th Engineer Battalion
at Fort Johnson, La.

enlisted soldier, was fired amid
a separate criminal investiga-
tion.

Compton pleaded guilty June
1 to distributing child pornogra-
phy, adultery and sharing expli-
cit photos of himself while in
uniform.

He was sentenced to 20
months in prison.

thayer.rose@stripes.com
Twitter: @Rose_Lori

Stars and Stripes

Italian employees from U.S. military bases in the country march to the front gate of the Capodichino base
in Naples in 2010. A worker walkout could cause potential disruptions to base services this week after two
unions representing 4,000 Italian workers announced a strike.

US military base workers in Italy to
walk off job over contract demands

By BriaN ErRicKsON
Stars and Stripes

U.S. military installations in Ita-
ly are facing potential disruptions
this week after two unions repre-
senting 4,000 Italian workers an-
nounced strikes scheduled for
Thursday and Friday.

The two-day walkout could af-
fect a range of services that em-
ploy the workers, including ex-
changes, food courts, child care
facilities and vehicle registration
offices, military officials said.

At Army and Air Force bases,
such as U.S. Army Garrison Italy
in Vicenza and Camp Darby near
Livorno, it is planned for Thurs-
day. The work stoppage is sched-
uled Friday at Navy bases in Na-
ples and Sicily, according to a
June 8 statement posted to the
website of one of the unions.

The contract between the work-
ers and U.S. military installations
in Italy expired Oct. 30, 2021, ac-
cording to the union statement.
The union did not immediately re-
spond Wednesday to a Stars and
Stripes request for further com-
ment. The workers want a new
agreement and for the U.S. mili-
tary in Italy to address several is-
sues, including improvements in
communication with the unions,
the statement said.

Base services and operations
staffed by union-represented
workers could be reduced or
closed, much like what happens
on Italian holidays, the Army gar-
rison said on its official Facebook
page Tuesday. Army officials also
advised supervisors to use tele-
work for affected personnel.

While the strike includes all

workers represented by the
unions, demonstrations are
planned only in Vicenza on Thurs-
day and at Naval Support Activity
Naples on Friday.

The Vicenza demonstration
could include a sit-in and a march
to the main gate, the garrison said
in its Facebook post.

NSA Naples expected similar
impacts. In a basewide message
sent Tuesday, officials warned
that traffic flow at its Capodochino
and Support Site locations could
be worse because of the strike.

“We advise all community
members to not interfere with any
striking demonstrations,” officials
said in their message.

Stars and Stripes reporter Alison Bath contributed
to this report.

erickson.brian@stripes.com
Twitter:@BrianErickson_

Moody to get F-35s as Air Force moves to retire A-10 Warthogs

By CorREY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

ATLANTA — The Air Force
will base F-35A Lightning II
stealth fighter jets at Moody Air
Force Base in the coming years as
the installation retires its A-10 at-
tack aircraft, the service an-
nounced Monday.

The Air Force will base two
squadrons of the service’s most
advanced fighters at the south
Georgia base with the first aircraft
set to arrive in fiscal 2027, accord-
ing to the announcement. The de-
cision comes as Congress ap-
peared poised to allow the Air
Force to retire much of its fleet of
A-10 Thunderbolt II aircraft, af-
fectionately known as Warthogs, a
move long requested by the ser-
vice.

“The decision to host the F-35
mission at Moody AFB came after
assessing the area’s ability to facil-

itate the mission and infrastruc-
ture capacity, while accounting
for community support, environ-
mental factors and cost,” the Air
Force said.

Basing the two F-35 squadrons
at Moody will require an increase
of about SO0 troops at the base, the
service said. It was not immedi-
ately clear Tuesday what kind of
infrastructure improvements
might be needed to house the fifth-
generation fighters.

The service said it will soon
launch an environmental impact
study to ensure Moody can safely
house the F-3Ss. That analysis is
expected to be completed by fall
2025, according to the Air Force.

The plan comes as the Air Force
intends to retire the S4 A-10s now
housed at the base. The popular
attack jets have been based at
Moody since 2009. The base is
home to the 23rd Fighter Group

and the 476th Fighter Group of the
Air Force Reserve.

Congress appeared likely to ap-
prove an Air Force plan to retire
42 of its 281 A-10s, including six
from Moody through fiscal 2024,
based on legislation approved by
key panels last week in both cham-
bers. Moody’s remaining 48 A-10s
would be retired by fiscal 2028,
and simultaneously replaced by
F-35s, according to the service
plan. Congress has pushed back
for years on Air Force plans to
scrap its A-10s, largely because no
other U.S. aircraft matches its
precise mission to provide close
air support to ground troops in
combat. But the Senate and House
Armed Services committees last
week approved A-10 retirement
plans included in their versions of
the fiscal 2024 National Defense
Authorization Act. The NDAA, an
annual bill that sets policy and

spending priorities for the Penta-
gon, must be passed by both
chambers and reconciled before it
can be signed into law by the pres-
ident.

The A-10s are beloved by front-
line ground forces who relied on
them in combat in the Middle East
and Afghanistan for many years.
Air Force officials, however, have
said the more than S0-year-old jet
has outlived its use and would fare
poorly in a conventional fight with
a near-peer power such as China
or Russia. They have argued the
F-35A —the most expensive fight-
er jet ever built — can provide
close air support, among the doz-
ens of other types of missions that
it is capable of flying.

“The F-35A brings an enhanced
capability to survive in the ad-
vanced threat environment in
which it was designed to operate,”
the service’s Moody announce-

ment said. “With its aerodynamic
performance and advanced inte-
grated avionics, the F-35A pro-
vides next-generation stealth, en-
hanced situational awareness and
reduced vulnerability.”

Sen. Jon Ossoff, D-Ga., applaud-
ed the Moody decision in a state-
ment Monday, calling the decision
a “major step forward” for the
base.

“Moody is a critical national se-
curity asset and a vital job creator
for South Georgia,” he said. “The
men and women who serve at
Moody are among the finest in our
armed forces.”

The Air Force also announced
Monday that Gowen Field Air Na-
tional Guard Base in Idaho will re-
ceive F-16s to replace the A-10s
based there.

dickstein.corey@stripes.com
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC
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Guam’s oldest dally newspaper goes all-digital

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

News consumers on Guam have one less
option available on the small U.S. territory
after the Pacific Daily News published its
final print edition on March 31.

Meanwhile, the paper’s main competitor,
the Guam Daily Post, stopped selling print-
ed copies in the island’s 11 Navy Exchange
stores in January, exchange spokeswoman
Kristine Sturkie said in an email June 20.

The Pacific Daily News — founded in
1950 as the Guam Daily News — based the
decision to curtail its print edition on rea-
dership trends and resources, according to
a March 27 statement on its website. It had
suspended its Saturday and Sunday edi-
tions in January.

“Guam’s readers have shown us that they
prefer to receive their news via our digital
platforms,” Rindraty Celes Limtiaco, the
newspaper’s president, said in the state-
ment. She promised to continue producing
“the best news content on Guam.”

Former Daily News publisher Lee Web-
ber called the move a “cruel joke.”

“With the death of the Pacific Daily News
print edition, we are once again a commun-
ity with only one daily newspaper of general
circulation,” he wrote in a May 2 opinion
piece. “Even more importantly, we are
dealing with a Fourth Estate that has lost
track of its original and much-needed pur-
pose in a democratic republic. That of being

NicHoLas CHoPP/U.S. Army

Guam Daily Post reporter Oya Ngirairikl interviews a soldier from 1st Battalion, 1st Air
Defense Artillery following a live-fire exercise last year on Palau.

the watchdog on government, community
informant and a beacon of freedom for its
readership.”

During the past 20 years, more than 200
local daily newspapers have either reduced
their publication frequency or ceased pub-
lishing altogether, according to a May 24 re-
port by the Congressional Research Ser-
vice.

Most Americans get at least some of their
news from digital devices, according to a
2022 survey by the Pew Research Center.

The Post continues to print a newspaper
on the island 0f 170,000, including 18,000 ac-
tive-duty service members and their fam-
ilies.

The paper remains dedicated to a print
product, executive editor Phill Leon Guer-

rero told Stars and Stripes by phone earlier
this month.

Though it’s no longer available at the Na-
vy Exchanges, the Post can be purchased
from a coin-operated box at the Wendy’s
restaurant on Naval Base Guam and island-
wide through home delivery, a service that
includes U.S. military installations, Guerre-
ro said.

“We’re in plenty of places,” he said, add-
ing that the Post sees heavy traffic online
from military communities.

The Post has never been sold by the Army
& Air Force Exchange Service at Andersen
Air Force Base, according to AAFES
spokesman Chris Ward.

While the paper has not yet been sold on
Marine Corps Camp Blaz, which is still un-
der construction, Guerrero hopes to expand
readership there soon, he said.

The Post was founded in 2004 as the
Guam edition of Marianas Variety, Guerre-
ro said. It has just over 10,000 print sub-
scribers, 7,500 digital subscribers and re-
ceives more than 1.5 million page views per
month on its website.

The Daily News boasts more than 3 mil-
lion page views a month on its digital plat-
forms and 250,000 followers on Facebook
and Instagram, according to its statement.
It also provides a text alert service with
30,000 subscribers.

burke.matt@stripes.com
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel

AUG 12 SAT

THE NEW SANNO

HOLOKU BALL

Witness as we turn back the hands of time
and take a peek into a Golden Era, when
Hawaii was under Monarchial rule. The
Iolani Palace was often the gathering
center of the people and the Ball took place
in the Throne Room, with The Royal

Hawaiian Band performing. These are still
held annually in Hawaii and now you too
can experience a Holoku Ball right here at
The New Sanno Hotel.

DOORS OPEN 1830
Royal Hawaiian Band Live Music,
Hawaiian Cultural Dance & Entertainment,
Authentic Hawaiian Buffet

Adult 65.90

" PATRIOTIC

%k %k k k ok ok ok ok

Celebrate the Fourth of July weekend at the
award-winning New Sanno Sunday Brunch!

You can expect an abundance
of American classics, like succulent

prime rib at the carving station,

meaty BBQ dishes, delicious cold and hot

buffet stations, a fun kid station,
an appealing sweet station, and more

JUL 2 SUN

10 am. -3 pm.

BRUNCH PRICE
Adult 31.7% / Child 15.7° (6-12)
5 and under FREE

ADVANCED RESERVATIONS
Adult 27.°% / Child 14.7° (6-12)
5 and under FREE

FAMILY FUN ENTERTAINMENT

*Live Music by Rain & Francis Duo
*Magic Performance

*Kids Outdoor Games & Activities
* Popcorn & Cotton Candy

Limited Room & Event Packages are Available
Visit our Website for updates at www.thenewsanno.com
229-8003 or 03-6868-2311 EXT. 8003

Cultural Dance Performance by
Folk Dance Group Inrayog

DOORS OPEN 1830

Theme Buffet Dinner
featuring Native Filipino Dishes
from Different Regions
Live Music Entertainment
Education | Exploration | Enjoyment

Restricted to 20yrs old and above

Taste of the

SAT

Adult 65.900
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Yokosuka Pride
reflects on ‘don’
ask, don't tell’

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — Twelve years ago, the
U.S. military prohibited
LGBTQ+ service members from
disclosing their sexuality — what
one sailor described as a “silent
attack” on her existence — but
those sentiments were nowhere
to be found at a Pride Day parade
here Wednesday.

Rather than hiding part of
their identity or their support for
the LGBTQ+ community, about
70 sailors and civilians paraded
through the streets of this naval
base sporting rainbow-themed
outfits and flags.

Starting at Purdy Gym, the
group steadily gathered more
people along its route until it con-
cluded at Kosano Park. The
event wrapped up with speeches,
games and refreshments, and
participants cheerily chatted
among themselves as they cele-
brated LGBTQ+ culture and his-
tory.

“I’'m here to tell you, right now,
this is where we come together to

celebrate our individual differ-
ences and to really talk about
equality and unity and respect
for one another,” said Capt. Les
Sobol, base commander, as the
parade kicked off.

Cheerful moments were inter-
spersed with somber reflections
on the history of LGBTQ+ ser-
vice members and personal an-
ecdotes of struggles from active-
duty sailors.

“When I joined in 2008, I felt
accepted by my community —
those who I felt the most secure
and safe around — but ‘don’t ask,
don’t tell’ was a silent attack on
my existence,” Petty Officer 1st
Class Steph Bolding said in a
speech after the march.

DADT was the official U.S. pol-
icy that prohibited non-hetero-
sexual service members from
disclosing their sexuality be-
tween 1994 and 2011.

Bolding, the lead organizer be-
hind Wednesday’s event, said
she is proud to be in the Navy. As
a masculine-presenting woman,
she was “forced to hide a huge
piece” of herself during her first

three years of service, she said.

“When Obama repealed ‘don’t
ask, don’t tell,” I never imagined
the freedom, the relief I would
feel once I could show up as my
full self in all areas of my life,”
she said. “For the first time in the
military, I felt validated, and I re-
fuse to go back in hiding.”

In addition to Pride Month and
Pride Day, the parade served as a
reminder that Yokosuka is “pro-
people,” said Larry Criner, chief
information officer and director
of fleet and family services.

“You can’t be pro-people and

not pro-Pride,” he told Stars and
Stripes after the parade. “This
event is exactly that. It shows
how accepting [Yokosuka Naval
Base] is as a command and how
accepting it is as a community.”
U.S. military bases at home
and abroad are hosting Pride
events this month but several, in-
cluding two in Japan, canceled
drag shows after the Biden ad-
ministration banned them from
military bases on June 1. The ban
followed Republican condemna-
tion of drag shows and general
criticism of LGBTQ+ events.

AxiFumi IsHIKawA/Stars and Stripes
People stop for a selfie during a Pride Day parade at Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, on Wednesday.

Drag events were canceled at
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa; Yo-
kota Air Base in western Tokyo;
Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.; and
Ramstein Air Base, Germany.

“I will say this, vote for your
rights. Participate in those diffi-
cult conversations, not only with
your peers but with your chain of
command, because that mat-
ters,” Bolding said in her speech.
“Don’t allow yourself to be si-
lenced; make your voice heard.”

wilson.alex@stripes.com
Twitter: @AlexMNWilson

Okinawa police

accuse teen of
DUI after crash

By MatTHEW M. BURKE

AND KEe1sHI KoJa
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — An American teen
remained jailed Wednesday on Okinawa on suspi-
cion of drunken driving after rear-ending another
vehicle at a traffic light the previous day, according to
Japanese police.

The girl, 17, lives on Kadena Air Base but police
declined to say whether her sponsor is a U.S. service
member or Defense Department contractor or civil-
ian employee. The 18th Wing did not immediately re-
spond to an email seeking comment Wednesday.

Police arrested the girl at 4:40 p.m. Tuesday in OKki-
nawa city, about an hour after the incident on south-
bound Route 85 in the Kaiho district, a prefectural
police spokesman told Stars and Stripes by phone
Wednesday.

No injuries resulted from the collision and the
girl’s Honda Spark received minor front-end dam-
age, the spokesman said. He declined to provide in-
formation on the other car and driver.

The girl, whom police declined to identify, had only
a U.S. military-issued driver’s license that does not
authorize driving off base, the spokesman said.

A Breathalyzer at the scene measured the girl’s
blood alcohol content at 0.12%, four times the legal
limit for driving in Japan, the spokesman said. By
comparison, all S0 U.S. states have set 0.08% as the

KEISHI. Kosa/Stars and Stripers.
Okinawa police say an American teen remained
jailed Wednesday, on suspicion of drunken driving
after rear-ending a vehicle with her Honda Spark
the previous day.

legal limit for driving under the influence or while
impaired.

Prosecutors may receive the case on Thursday, the
spokesman said. If convicted in a Japanese court, the
girl faces a maximum five years in prison or a $7,000
fine.

Some government officials in Japan are required
to speak to the media only on the condition of ano-

nymity.

burke.matt@stripes.com
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel
koja.keishi@stripes.com
Twitter: @KeishiRKoja

Marine in Japan admits
to drunken auto theft

By Hana KusumMmoTo
Stars and Stripes

ATU.S. Marine stationed at an air
base in Japan faces sentencing Ju-
ly 7 for car theft and drunken driv-
ing, charges he admitted, accord-
ing to local news reports.

On April 2, Japanese police
stopped Lance Cpl. Helder Moli-
na, 30, in a car reported stolen less
than an hour earlier, a spokesman
for Iwakuni Police said April 4.
Molina, stationed at Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, was held on
suspicion of auto theft and drun-
ken driving.

Molina pleaded guilty to both
charges Tuesday in Yamaguchi
District Court, the Chugoku news-
paper reported that day.

A prosecutor told the court that
Molina drank about 10 bottles of
beer at bars on and off the base be-
tween 8 p.m. Aprill and S a.m. the
next day, the newspaper reported.

The Marine got into a parked
car, its engine running, and drove
off although his co-workers and
the car’s owner tried to stop him,
the report said.

The prosecutor in court said
Molina drove “dangerously” and

crashed into another car and a
wall, the Mainichi newspaper re-
ported Wednesday.

At the hearing, Molina told the
court he was drunk that night and
doesn’t clearly remember what
happened, the Yamaguchi Broad-
casting Co. reported Tuesday.

The Marine said he was treated
for alcoholism for about a month
last year, the Chugoku report said.

The prosecutor called the inci-
dent a “selfish crime” and recom-
mended a 1Y2-year sentence with
hard labor, the newspaper report-
ed.

Molina’s defense attorney said
his client regrets the incident and
intends to pay for the damage he
caused. He asked the court to sus-
pend Molina’s eventual sentence.

Another Iwakuni Marine,
Lance Cpl. Dominic Youngren, re-
ceived a suspended sentence ear-
lier this month for stealing a car
from a local dealer, driving under
the influence of alcohol and crash-
ing into another vehicle at a stop
light, injuring two people.

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto
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WAR IN UKRAINE

Man accused of helping missile strike arrested

By HANNA ARHIROVA
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Ukrainian
authorities on Wednesday arrest-
ed a man they accused of helping
Russia direct a missile strike that
killed at least 11 people, including
three teenagers, at a popular pizza
restaurant in eastern Ukraine.

The Tuesday evening attack on
Kramatorsk wounded 61 other
people, Ukraine’s National Police
said. It was the latest bombard-
ment of a Ukrainian city, a tactic
Russia has used heavily in the 16-
month-old war.

The strike, and others across
UKkraine late Tuesday and early
Wednesday, indicated that the
Kremlin is not easing its aerial on-
slaught, despite political and mil-
itary turmoil at home after a short-
lived armed uprising in Russia
last weekend.

There has been no apparent
military push by Ukraine to ex-
ploit that turmoil, though the gov-
ernment has been tight-lipped
about recent battlefield develop-
ments as it seeks to gain momen-

NATIONAL PoLice oF UKRAINE/AP

In this photo provided by the National Police of Ukraine, emergency
services work next to a restaurant RIA Pizza, destroyed by a Russian
attack in Kramatorsk, Ukraine, on Wednesday.

tum in its recently launched coun-
teroffensive.

The Kremlin reeled from the
weekend mutiny led by Yevgeny
Prigozhin, owner of the Wagner
private army of prison recruits
and other mercenaries. Wagner
has played a key combat role for

Russia in Ukraine. The rebellion
posed the most serious threat so
far to Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s grip on power.

Prigozhin went into exile in
neighboring Belarus on Tuesday,
according to Belarus President
Alexander Lukashenko, after

Russia said he wouldn’t face
charges for the revolt. Prigozhin’s
whereabouts could not be inde-
pendently confirmed.

President Joe Biden said
Wednesday that the unrest had
weakened Putin, though he added
that it’s “hard to tell” to what ex-
tent.

“He’s clearly losing the war in
(Ukraine),” Biden said of Putin
before departing Washington for
Chicago. “He’s losing the war at
home and he has become a bit of a
pariah around the world.”

Two sisters, both age 14, died in
the Kramatorsk attack, the city
council’s educational department
said. “Russian missiles stopped
the beating of the hearts of two an-
gels,” it said in a Telegram post.

The other dead teenager was 17,
according to Prosecutor General
Andrii Kostin.

The attack also damaged 18
multistory buildings, 65 houses,
five schools, two kindergartens, a
shopping center, an administra-
tive building and a recreational
building, regional Gov. Pavlo Ky-

rylenko said.

Rescuers are still searching the
rubble for bodies and more survi-
vors in a city where last year,
about six weeks after the start of
war, S2 civilians were killed in a
Russian missile strike on a train
station.

Officials initially blamed the
strike in Kramatorsk on an S-300
missile, a surface-to-air weapon
that Russia’s forces have repur-
posed for loosely targeted strikes
on cities, but the National Police
later said Iskander short-range
ballistic missiles were used.

Kramatorsk is a front-line city
that houses the Ukrainian army’s
regional headquarters. The pizza
restaurant was frequented by
journalists, aid workers and sol-
diers, as well as local residents.

The Security Service of Ukraine
said the man it detained, an em-
ployee of a gas transportation
company, is suspected of filming
the restaurant for the Russians
and informing them about its pop-
ularity. It provided no evidence
for its claim.

Obstacles: Limited scale of gains a reminder of uphill battle

FROM PAGE 1

weekend rebellion by mercenary leader
Yevgeny Prigozhin, whose forces have
played a key role in expanding Russia’s
combat power in Ukraine. The incident un-
derscored the deep strains the war has
caused within Russia and injected a new
element of unpredictability into the con-
flict’s course.

American officials caution against draw-
ing conclusions in the offensive’s early
weeks and say the absence of traditional of-
fensive moves — akin to the advancing ar-
mored columns of World War IT — does not
indicate trouble but rather a new sort of
21st-century maneuver warfare, one that
has included probing strikes, sabotage at-
tacks behind enemy lines, and artillery and
missile strikes deep into Russian-held ar-
eas.

But the recaptured areas, which Ukrai-
nian officials say include at least a half-doz-
en villages near the borders of the eastern
Donetsk and Zaporizhzhia regions, repre-
sent a tiny fraction of the vast area the
Kremlin controls, which still amounts to
roughly a fifth of the country.

The limited scale of the gains to date is a
reminder of the challenges Zelenskyy faces
in his effort to force Putin to reconsider his
desire to cement control over much of Uk-
raine. The Russian leader has sought to sow
doubts about Ukraine’s battlefield prowess,
arguing without evidence that Kyiv has suf-
fered losses exponentially greater than
Russia’s and that much of its Western-do-
nated weaponry has already been de-
stroyed.

“Everything with which they fight and
everything that they use is brought in from
the outside,” he told the St. Petersburg In-
ternational Economic Forum in recent
days. “You can’t fight for long like that.”

Putin has claimed that Western tanks, in-

cluding German-donated Leopards, have
been destroyed and that Ukraine has lost
923 tanks and armored vehicles since June
4. He vowed that F-16 fighter jets, which
some European nations are now working to
supply, “will also burn, there is no doubt.”

Throughout the war, neither government
has provided a reliable accounting of its
combat casualties, though U.S. assessments
revealed earlier this year suggest that those
figures are astronomical.

In areas north of the war-scarred city of
Bakhmut, Russian forces are attempting
their own offensive thrusts, which a senior
Ukrainian official said were blocked this
week, even as the Kremlin continues its
regular standoff strikes on Ukrainian cities.

Despite Putin’s warnings, UKraine’s
backers in the West are continuing to sup-
ply Ukraine with an expanding array of
weapons, including British Storm Shadow
cruise missiles, which have increased Ky-
iv’s reach into Russian-held territory. On
Tuesday, the Biden administration said it
was sending an additional $500 million in
military aid, including dozens of armored
vehicles to augment or replace those dam-
aged or destroyed.

Military experts say Ukrainian forces
have focused their efforts to inflict Russian
losses in three main areas, including Orik-
hiv in the Zaporizhzhia region and Velyka
Novosilka and Bakhmut in Donetsk, in an
attempt to break through toward areas that
could split the occupied Crimea region
from other Russian-held territory.

So far they appear to have committed on-
ly some of the new brigades created to boost
Ukraine’s odds in the fight, keeping other
units in reserve so they can be employed as
an exploitation force if breakthroughs oc-
cur.

Privately, U.S. military officials concede
that their expectation from early this year,

described in leaked intelligence docu-
ments, that Ukraine is likely to make only
modest gains in its counteroffensive has not
changed, despite public pronouncements
seeking to downplay fallout from the disclo-
sure. But administration officials also argue
that even a modest advance could illustrate
to Russian elites — and potentially to Putin
himself — that hopes for expanding Rus-
sia’s grip are futile.

Rob Lee, who served as a U.S. Marine in-
fantry officer and is now a fellow at the For-
eign Policy Research Institute, said this
fight will be different from Ukraine’s suc-
cessful counteroffensive last fall, in part be-
cause now Russia is taking the prospect of
an Ukrainian offense more seriously than it
did before Ukraine’s recapture of Kharkiv
and because it will be easier for Russia to
resupply front-line troops now than it was
last year in the city of Kherson, on the west
bank of the Dnieper River.

This time, Russia had time to create for-
midable defenses and bring in more drone
aircraft.

Lee said that resources, not time, ulti-
mately will determine who prevails. “If Uk-
raine can afflict enough attrition, if they can
isolate the objective, prevent reinforce-
ments from arriving, supplies, you can still
maybe achieve a breakthrough,” he said.
“And that could lead to kind of success.”

An initial obstacle for Ukraine’s military
leadership is the sheer scope of the 600-mile
front line, meaning Kyiv has had to thin out
and disperse its limited force.

Ukrainian officials say that Russia has
positioned up to 360,000 troops inside Uk-
raine and that, unlike last fall when Kyiv
was able to retake major cities in a two-
pronged push, Russia has had time to build
up three or four layers of defenses including
trenches and other fortifications.

Another challenge is the heavily mined

areas that constitute an outer layer of Rus-
sian defenses. Ukrainian officials say the
territory mined by Russia covers more than
77,000 square miles.

Pentagon officials expect Ukrainian forc-
es to eventually push through them. “Mine-
fields don’t beat an offense; they slow an of-
fense,” the U.S. military official said.

Ukraine also lacks both air superiority
and the 3-to-1 offensive to defensive troop
ratio that Western militaries typically want
for this kind of push. Ukrainian officials say
Russian helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft
give the Kremlin another advantage along
the line of contact.

Mykhailo Podolyak, an adviser to Zelen-
skyy, said Ukrainian forces are seeking cre-
ative solutions to those problems even as
they intensify shelling of Russian logistics
and staging facilities behind the front lines.

“I understand that sometimes the word
‘counteroffensive’ means a ‘blitzkrieg’ —
they started in the morning and finished in
the evening,” he told The Washington Post.
“But it is not.”

Podolyak said the current objective is to
determine Russian vulnerabilities, weaken
their defenses and make “thoughtful” use of
resources.

“That is why we say that this stage is diffi-
cult and requires a more patient attitude.
Including from observers,” he said. He not-
ed that the incremental pace of outside
arms supplies had also shaped the oper-
ation’s speed.

One Ukrainian soldier near Velyka Novo-
silka, who asked to be identified by his call
sign, Mansur, said he believes the cam-
paign will be more difficult in Donetsk than
ithasbeen elsewhere. Unlike in other areas,
Russian troops have had years to fortify po-
sitions and build support from local resi-
dents. “It motivates the enemy more,” he
said. “This area will be tougher.”
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Airline delays get
worse ahead of
holiday weekend

By Davip KoEeNiG
Associated Press

Travelers were getting hit with
delays at U.S. airports again early
Wednesday, an ominous sign
heading into the long July 4 holi-
day weekend, which is shaping up
as the biggest test yet for airlines
that are struggling to keep up with
surging numbers of passengers.

As of early morning, nearly
1,300 flights had been delayed in
the United States, according to
FlightAware. Cancellations
neared 700 flights.

Cancellations and delays were
most severe along the East Coast
early and were growing worse rap-
idly. Disruptions are expected to
spread West.

The delays are being com-
pounded by thunderstorms that
raked the Northeast on Tuesday.
Atvarious times, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration held up flights
bound for LaGuardia Airport in
New York and Reagan Washing-
ton National and Baltimore-Wash-
ington airports near the nation’s
capital.

About 6,500 flights were de-
layed and about 1,900 canceled on
the East Coast on Tuesday. United
Airlines, with a major hub in Ne-
wark, N.J., canceled about S00
flights or 18% of its schedule, and
JetBlue canceled 16% of its flights,
according to FlightAware.

Call it the storm before the
storm.

Travel has picked up steadily
every year since bottoming out
during the pandemic and on Tues-
day, the number of people flying
neared 2.4 million, up 11% from
last year on the same day, accord-
ing to the Transportation Security
Administration.

Travel is expected to peak on
Thursday with more than 52,500
total flights, likely the biggest trav-
el day of the holiday period.

People whose travel plans were
disrupted took to social media to
vent against the airlines. Some
swore they would never fly again
on whichever airline had done
them wrong.

If large numbers of passengers
are stranded or delayed this week-
end, expect federal officials and
the airlines to blame each other for
the mess.

Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg, whose department in-
cludes the FAA, has been beating
up on the airlines for more than a
year. He has accused them of fail-
ing to live up to reasonable stan-
dards of customer service and sug-
gested that they are scheduling
more flights than they can handle.

The airlines are punching back.

United Airlines CEO Scott Kir-
by blamed a shortage of federal air
traffic controllers for massive dis-
ruptions last weekend at its Ne-
wark hub.

“We estimate that over 150,000
customers on United alone were
impacted this weekend because of
FAA staffing issues and their abil-
ity to manage traffic,” Kirby wrote
in a memo to employees Tuesday
night.

United could be contributing to
its struggles. The Association of
Flight Attendants, which repre-
sents the airline’s cabin crews,
said it complained about wait
times of more than three hours for
workers who called a crew sched-
uling center that had “limited tele-
phone lines and personnel.” The
union told flight attendants near
the end of their shifts to tell super-
visors and find a hotel room.

The FAA has admitted that it is
understaffed at key facilities in-
cluding one in the New York City
region. It is training about 3,000
new air traffic controllers, but
most of them won’t be ready any-
time soon.

MinH ConNoRs/The Washington Post

A news crew outside the Supreme Court in Washington, D.C., on Tuesday.

High court rejects legislative theory,
allows for 2024 election challenges

Associated Press

The U.S. Supreme Court shot
down a controversial legal theory
that could have changed the way
elections are run across the coun-
try but left the door open to more
limited challenges that could in-
crease its role in deciding voting
disputes during the 2024 presi-
dential election.

The court’s 6-3 ruling Tuesday
drove a stake through the most ex-
treme version of the so-called in-
dependent state legislature theo-
ry, which holds that legislatures
have absolute power in setting the
rules of federal elections and can-
not be second-guessed by state
courts. That decision cheered vot-
ing rights groups.

“We beat back the most serious
legal threat our democracy has ev-
er faced today,” said Kathay Feng
of Common Cause, whose lawsuit
challenging congressional dis-
tricts drawn by North Carolina’s
Republican-controlled legislature
triggered the case.

But for some critics of the theo-
ry, the danger is not entirely past.

The court found that state
courts still must act within “ordi-
nary bounds” when reviewing
laws governing federal elections.
That gives another set of tools for
those who lose election lawsuits in
state courts to try to persuade fed-
eral judges to overturn those rul-
ings.

“They’ve rejected a lot of the ex-
treme stuff, but there is still a lot of
room for ideological and partisan
judging to come into play,” said
Rick Hasen, a law professor at the
University of California Los An-
geles who filed an amicus brief in
the case urging the court to reject
the theory across the board.

Conservatives who had advo-
cated for limits on the role of state
courts in federal elections agreed
with Hasen that the court didn’t
settle the question of when, pre-
cisely, state courts need to stay out
of federal elections. The issue may
only get resolved in a last-minute
challenge during the presidential
election, they warned.

“Unfortunately, it’s going to be
2024 on the emergency docket,”

said Jason Torchinsky, a Republi-
can attorney who filed an amicus
brief urging the court to adopt a
more limited version of the theory.

The high court this week will
decide whether to hear another
case that touches on similar is-
sues, an appeal by Ohio Republi-
can lawmakers of a pair of state
supreme court rulings directing
them to draw fair congressional
maps. The issue could come up in
other cases where a state supreme
court overturns congressional
maps, such as in Wisconsin, where
Democrats hope a new liberal ma-
jority on that state supreme court
will reverse what they have
claimed is a Republican gerry-
mander there.

Neal Katyal, a former acting so-
licitor general who argued the
case for voting rights groups at the
Supreme Court, said the ruling is
“a signal that this United States
Supreme Court, with a solid six
justices behind it, will resist at-
tempts by state legislatures to
mess with the integrity of the 2024
election.”

US arrests 4 Mexican nationals in 2022 deaths of 53 trapped migrants

Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — U.S. author-
itieson Tuesday announced the ar-
rests of four men they said were
part of a human smuggling effort
lastyearthatended in the deaths of
53 migrants, including eight chil-
dren, who were left in a tractor-
trailerinthe scorching Texas sum-
mer.

Authorities said on the anniver-
sary of the June 27, 2022, tragedy
that the four Mexican nationals

had a planning role in the smug-
gling operation, and were aware
that the trailer’s air-conditioning
unit was malfunctioning and
would not blow cool air to migrants
trapped inside during the swelter-
ing three-hour ride from the bor-
der city of Laredo to San Antonio.
When the trailer was opened in
San Antonio, 48 migrants were al-
ready dead. Another16 were taken
to hospitals, where five more died.
It was the deadliest tragedy to

claim the lives of migrants smug-
gled across the border from Mex-
ico. The dead included 27 people
from Mexico, 14 from Honduras,
seven from Guatemala and two
from El Salvador.

The driver and another man
were arrested shortly after the mi-
grants were found. They were
charged with smuggling resulting
in death and conspiracy.

The four new arrests were made
Monday in Houston, San Antonio

and Marshall, Texas. Riley Covar-
rubias-Ponce, 30, Felipe Orduna-
Torres, 28, Luis Alberto Rivera-
Leal, 37, and Armando Gonzales-
Ortega, S3, were all charged with
conspiracy to transport immi-
grants resulting in death, serious
bodily injury and placing lives in
jeopardy. Each faces a maximum
penalty of life in prison if convict-
ed.

A federal grand jury indictment
unsealed Tuesday reveals some

details of a “patchwork associa-
tion” of smugglers that allowed
them to “consolidate costs, spread
out risk and operate more profit-
ably.”

The indictment alleges the men
worked with human smuggling op-
erations in Guatemala, Honduras
and Mexico, and shared routes,
guides, stash houses, trucks and
trailers, some of which were
stored at a private parking lot in
San Antonio.
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Detroit air qual

By Corey WILLIAMS
Associated Press

DETROIT — The Detroit area
woke up Wednesday to some of the
worst air quality in the United
States as smoke from Canada’s
wildfires settled over most of the
Great Lakes region and unhealthy
haze spread southward, as far as
Missouri and Kentucky.

The Environmental Protection
Agency’s AirNow.gov site showed
Detroit in the “hazardous” range
and warned that “everyone should
stay indoors and reduce activity
levels.”

Drifting smoke from the wild-
fires has lowered curtains of haze
on broad swaths of the United
States, pushing into southern Illi-
nois, Indiana and Ohio, and mov-
ing into parts of West Virginia.
The AirNow.gov site listed air
quality Wednesday in Cleveland,
Ohio, Indianapolis, Chicago, and
Pittsburgh, Pa., as “very un-
healthy.” A wider circle of un-
healthy air spread into St. Louis,
Mo., and Louisville, Ky.

“Another round is going
through western New York, west-
ern Pennsylvania later today,”
National Weather Service meteo-
rologist Byran Jackson said
Wednesday. “And then that con-
tinues over the northern Mid-At-
lantic. It will persist there into
Thursday.”

“There’s particularly poor air
quality ... over southern Wiscon-
sin, Illinois, central Indiana and
also another area over southeast
Michigan, Detroit and northeast
Ohio around Cleveland,” Jackson
added. “This is particularly thick

ity plum

KiicHIRo SATO/AP

A person walks along the shore of Lake Michigan as the downtown skyline is blanketed in haze from
Canadian wildfires Tuesday in Chicago.

smoke.”

Minnesota issued a record 23rd
air quality alert for the year
through late Wednesday night, as
smoky skies obscured the skylines
of Minneapolis and St. Paul. Mich-
igan also issued an air quality
alert, and Wisconsin put out an air
quality advisory.

In Chicago, a visit to the Lincoln
Park Zoo became a different sort
of adventure. “Just driving into
the zoo ... you could just see around
the buildings, kind of just haze,”

visitor Shelly Woinowski said
Tuesday.

Chicago Mayor Brandon John-
son urged young people, older
adults and residents with health
issues to spend more time indoors
while unsafe conditions continue,
and pledged “swift action to en-
sure that vulnerable individuals
have the resources they need to
protect themselves and their fam-
ilies.”

Across Canada, 490 fires are
burning, with 255 of them consi-

dered to be out of control.

The Canadian Interagency For-
est Fire Centre reported Monday
that 29,393 square miles of land in-
cluding forests has burned across
Canada since Jan. 1. That exceeds
the previous record set in 1989 of
29,187 square miles, according to
the National Forestry Database.

Some wet weather in Quebec
gave firefighters a chance to get
ahead of some of the flames, but
there hasn’t been enough rain to
extinguish the wildfires. Environ-

mets from Canadian fires

ment Canada meteorologist Si-
mon Legault said he expects rain
to stop falling by Wednesday
morning in the regions most af-
fected by forest fires. Many of the
fires burning in Canada are in
Quebec and Ontario, nearer to
North America’s most populated
areas than western wilderness ar-
eas.

Earlier this month, massive
fires burning stretches of Cana-
dian forests blanketed the north-
eastern United States and the
Great Lakes region with smoke,
turning the air yellowish gray and
prompting warnings for people to
stay inside and keep windows
closed.

The small particles in wildfire
smoke can irritate the eyes, nose
and throat, and can affect the
heart and lungs, making it harder
to breathe. Health officials have
said it’s important to limit outdoor
activities as much as possible to
avoid breathing in the particles.

President Joe Biden has noted
that hundreds of American per-
sonnel have joined Canadians to
fight the fires, which he has de-
scribed as clear evidence of cli-
mate change.

The warming planet will pro-
duce hotter and longer heat
waves, making for bigger, smok-
ier fires, said Joel Thornton, pro-
fessor and chair of the department
of atmospheric sciences at the
University of Washington.

The Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol Agency said a cold front will
bring cleaner air from the west
across the Great Lakes region by
early Thursday.

Nearly a dozen West Texas deaths blamed on heat dome

Associated Press

West Texas could see scorching
temperatures that are blamed for
nearly a dozen deaths return to a
more typical level by the weekend
as a heat dome is expected to move
eastward, a National Weather Ser-
vice meteorologist said Wednes-
day.

Daily temperatures have exceed-
ed 100 degrees and heat indexes
have topped 115 degrees, leading to

deaths that include nine people in
Webb County, whichincludes Lare-
do.

“We don’t see this in our county.
Laredo knows heat. Webb County
knows heat,” county Medical Exa-
miner Dr. Corine Stern told county
commissioners during a meeting
Monday. “These are unpreceden-
ted temperatures.”

Two Florida hikers also died
while hiking in extreme heat at Big

Bend National Park.

The scorching temperatures
were brought on by aheat dome that
has taxed the Texas power grid and
brought record highs to parts of the
state, according to meteorologists.

That dome is spreading eastward
and by the weekend is expected to
be centered over the mid-South,
said meteorologist Bryan Jackson
with the National Weather Service
in College Pak, Md.

Texas temperatures should then
begin to drop from highs above 100
degrees todaily temperaturesinthe
90s, Jackson said.

“It’s relief from the extreme
heat,” Jackson said. “It’s not really
anend toaheat wave; it’sjustanend
to the extreme part of the heat
wave.”

Another dome of heat has already
developed on the West Coast, and
an excessive heat warning is in

place in a wide swath in the central
part of the state, according to Jack-
son.

“By this weekend, there is a risk
for record high temperatures ex-
ceeding 100 degrees ... close to 110
degreesin the Central Valley of Cal-
ifornia,” Jackson said. “Then some
of the more typical mid-summer
heat of getting above 115 degrees in
the hottest areas of the desert South-
west.”

Over 1K people told to evacuate as brushfire threatens homes in Arizona

Associated Press

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — A
brushfire threatened dozens of
homes in northern Scottsdale and
prompted evacuations as about
250 firefighters aided by air tank-
ers battled the blaze, fire officials
said.

More than 1,000 people were
under evacuation orders Tuesday
night, authorities said.

The blaze, called the Diamond
Fire, broke out at around 5:15 p.m.

and within hours had burned 3.9
square miles of land without any
containment, fire officials said.
The fire was near McDowell
Mountain Regional Park.

Carlos Aguirre lives in a new
community in north Scottsdale
and said his wife called saying that
their community was being evac-
uated.

“She got out and didn’t take the
dog, so we’re a little nervous,” he
said.

Brendan Birdoes said he is
building a home in the area that
was being evacuated.

“Our friend told us this was hap-
pening,” Birdoes said. “He was
out here mountain biking and so
we came out to see what was going
on.”

No homes had burned and no in-
juries were reported. There was
no immediate word on what
sparked the fire.

Scottsdale Fire Capt. David Fo-

lio said at a news conference that
the fire began in Scottsdale but
has since moved into county and
state lands to the east and the com-
mand post has been turned over to
the Arizona Department of For-
estry and Fire Management.

Officials have not been able to
assess damage, forestry depart-
ment spokesperson Tiffany Davi-
la said.

“The fire was just too active,”
she said. “It was producing erratic

fire behavior.”

The fire has been fueled by
grass and brush that dry out
quickly once things start to warm
up, Davila said.

“We’re about a month behind,”
she said. “This is the activity that
we usually see in May. But be-
cause we had all of that winter and
spring moisture, we’re delayed for
our start. So now is really the time
we could start seeing an uptick in
our fire activity.”
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Billions in COVID-19 aid may have heen stolen
B/

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — More than
$200 billion may have been stolen
from two large COVID-19 relief
initiatives, according to new esti-
mates from a federal watchdog in-
vestigating federally funded pro-
grams that helped small business-
es survive the worst public health
crisis in more than a hundred
years.

The numbers issued Tuesday
by the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration inspector general are
much greater than the office’s
previous projections and under-
score how vulnerable the Pay-
check Protection and COVID-19
Economic Injury Disaster Loan
programs were to fraudsters, par-
ticularly during the early stages of
the coronavirus pandemic.

The inspector general’s report
said “at least 17 percent of all CO-
VID-EIDL and PPP funds were
disbursed to potentially fraudu-
lent actors.” The fraud estimate
for the COVID-19 Economic Inju-
ry Disaster Loan program is more
than $136 billion, which repre-
sents 33% of the total money spent
on that program, according to the
report. The Paycheck Protection
fraud estimate is $64 billion, the
inspector general said.

In comments attached to the re-
port, a senior SBA official disput-
ed the new numbers. Bailey DeV-
ries, SBA’s acting associate ad-
ministrator for capital access, said
the inspector general’s “approach
contains serious flaws that signif-
icantly overestimate fraud and
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A sheet of uncut $100 bills is inspected during the printing process at
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing Western Currency Facility in

Fort Worth, Texas, in 2013.

unintentionally mislead the public
to believe that the work we did to-
gether had no significant impact
in protecting against fraud.”

The SBA inspector general had
previously estimated fraud in the
COVID-19 disaster loan program
at $86 billion and the Paycheck
Protection program at $20 billion.

The Associated Press reported
June 13 that scammers and swin-
dlers potentially swiped about
$280 billion in COVID-19 emer-
gency aid; an additional $123 bil-
lion was wasted or misspent. The
bulk of the potential losses are

from the two SBA programs and
another to provide unemployment
benefits to workers suddenly un-
employed by the economic up-
heaval caused by the pandemic.
The three initiatives were begun
during the Trump administration
and inherited by President Joe Bi-
den. Combined, the loss estimated
by AP represents 10% of the $4.2
trillion the U.S. government has so
far disbursed in COVID relief aid.

The federal government has
now reported $276 billion in po-
tential fraud, a figure that aligns
with the AP’s analysis.

Gene Sperling, a senior White
House official overseeing pan-
demic relief spending, said in a in-
terview Tuesday that 86% of the
fraud, or potential fraud, in the
emergency loan programs hap-
pened during the first nine months
of the pandemic when President
Donald Trump was in office.

“$200 billion is a very big num-
ber, but this, again, should be re-
membered as potential fraud,”
Sperling said. “We think the
amount of likely or actual fraud is
significantly less, significantly un-
der $100 billion, perhaps around
$40 billion.”

But he added, “whichever it is,
it’s unacceptably high.”

The SBA inspector general,
Hannibal “Mike” Ware, said in a
statement Tuesday that the report
“utilizes investigative casework,
prior (inspector general) report-
ing, and cutting-edge data analy-
sis to identify multiple fraud
schemes used to potentially steal
over $200 billion from American
taxpayers and exploit programs
meant to help those in need.”

Ware, in an interview with The
Associated Press earlier this
month, said these latest fraud fig-
ures won'’t be the last ones issued
by his office.

“We will continue to assess
fraud until we’re finished with the
investigations on these things,”
Ware said. That could be a long
while. His office has a backlog of
more than 90,000 actionable leads
into pandemic relief fraud, which
amounts to nearly a century’s

worth of work.

SBA issued its own report Tues-
day detailing anti-fraud measures
it has adopted. The agency’s ad-
ministrator, Isabella Casillas Guz-
man, said in an emailed statement
that the report outlines “the effec-
tive measures added to fight fraud
and hold bad actors responsible.”

SBA previously told The Associ-
ated Press the federal govern-
ment has not developed an accept-
ed system for assessing fraud in
federal programs. Previous analy-
ses, the agency said, have pointed
to “potential fraud” or “fraud in-
dicators” in a manner that con-
veys those numbers as a true
fraud estimate when they are not.
For the COVID-19 Economic Inju-
ry Disaster Loan program, the
agency said it’s “working esti-
mate” found $28 billion in likely
fraud.

Fraud in pandemic unemploy-
ment assistance programs stands
at $76 billion, according to con-
gressional testimony from the La-
bor Department’s inspector gen-
eral, Larry Turner. That’s a con-
servative estimate. An additional
$115 billion mistakenly went to
people who should not have re-
ceived the benefits, according to
his testimony.

The Biden administration put in
place stricter rules to stem pan-
demic fraud, including use of a
“DoNot Pay” database. Biden also
recently proposed a $1.6 billion
plan to boost law enforcement ef-
forts to go after pandemic relief
fraudsters.

Georgia official to speak
to prosecutors probing
Trump’s response to loss

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Georgia Secreta-
ry of State Brad Raffensperger is
scheduled to speak to federal
prosecutors from the office of spe-
cial counsel Jack Smith, who is in-
vestigating efforts by former
President Donald Trump and his
allies to overturn his 2020 election
loss.

In arambling phone call on Jan.
2, 2021, Trump suggested Raffen-
sperger, the top elections official
in Georgia, could help “find” the
votes necessary to reverse Demo-
crat Joe Biden’s narrow presiden-
tial election win in the state. The
call came after Trump and his al-
lies spent weeks insisting without
evidence that widespread election
fraud was the cause of his loss in
Georgia and publicly berating
Raffensperger for failing to take
steps to reverse it.

The secretary of state’s office on
Tuesday confirmed that he would
speak to special counsel Jack

Smith’s prosecutors Wednesday
in Atlanta. The planned interview
was first reported by The Wash-
ington Post.

Efforts by Trump and his allies
to overturn his loss in Georgia are
also the subject of a separate in-
vestigation by Fulton County Dis-
trict Attorney Fani Willis in Atlan-
ta. Raffensperger testified before
a special grand jury in that case
last June. Willis has indicated that
she will announce charging deci-
sions later this summer.

Raffensperger previously re-
ceived a subpoena from Smith’s
team for communications “to,
from or involving” Trump, his
campaign, lawyers and aides.
Similar subpoenas were sent to of-
ficials in other states and counties
that Trump and his allies targeted
as they tried to overturn the elec-
tion.

Smith was appointed by U.S. At-
torney General Merrick Garland
to lead teams investigating the ac-
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Georgia Secretary of State Brad
Raffensperger speaks in Atlanta
in 2020.

tions by Trump and his allies in
the aftermath of the 2020 election,
including the violent riot at the
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, and
Trump’s handling of classified
documents.

The documents investigation
resulted in a 38-count indictment
against Trump and his valet Walt
Nauta earlier this month.

Trump has pleaded not guilty to
the 37 counts against him. Nauta’s
arraignment was set for Tuesday
but has been delayed until next
week.

Giuliani interviewed as
part of Jan. 6 investigation

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Rudy Giu-
liani, who as a member of Donald
Trump’s legal team sought to
overturn 2020 presidential elec-
tion results in battleground states,
was interviewed recently by in-
vestigators with the Justice De-
partment special counsel’s office.

A spokesman for Giuliani con-
firmed he met with the special
counsel. “The appearance was en-
tirely voluntary and conducted in
a professional manner,” Ted
Goodman said in a statement.

A person familiar with the mat-
ter said the interview was not done
before a grand jury. The person,
who insisted on anonymity to dis-
cuss an ongoing investigation,
would not say what questions in-
vestigators asked.

The interview is an additional
sign of busy investigative activity
by special counsel Jack Smith as
his team of prosecutors scrutiniz-
es efforts by Trump and his allies
to undo the results of the election
in the weeks before the Jan. 6,
2021, riot at the Capitol.

Smith filed a separate case ear-
lier this month charging Trump
with illegally retaining classified
documents at his Florida home,
Mar-a-Lago.

As alawyer for Trump, Giuliani
pushed bogus legal challenges to
the presidential
election results.
The legal team
filed lawsuits in
battleground
states raising un-
supported
claims of vast
election fraud
even though offi-
cials, including
Trump’s own attorney general,
William Barr, said no such perva-
sive problems existed.

Giuliani’s efforts have made
him a key figure in investigations.
He was interviewed last year by a
House committee that investigat-
ed the run-up to the Jan. 6 attack
and by prosecutors in Fulton
County, Ga., who have been inves-
tigating efforts to subvert that
state’s election.

Giuliani
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Biden eager to
run on economy;
voters doubtful

By Josn Boak
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden is eager to take full po-
litical ownership of the U.S. econ-
omy — a reflection of the White
House belief that inflation is fad-
ing, job growth is solid and voters
need to know about it.

But polling has consistently
shown the economy to be a weak
spot for Biden’s reelection hopes.
Just 33% approve of his leader-
ship on the issue, according to a
May survey by the Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public
Affairs.

For much of his presidency, Bi-
den has blamed high gasoline
prices, painfully rising food costs
and other cost-of-living expenses
on the pandemic and the war in
Ukraine. He said those two factors
were beyond his control as infla-
tion hit a 40-year high last sum-
mer and crushed his approval rat-
ings.

In a Chicago speech on Wednes-
day, Biden was expected begin a
new effort to actively convince a
worried public that the U.S. econ-
omy is not heading for recession
but actually thriving because of
his leadership. For him, there’s a
happy confluence of the coming
2024 reelection campaign and a

favorable turn in recent economic
data, leading the White House to
believe that public messaging
about “Bidenomics” will help to
rally Democratic voters going into
next year.

The message is not a new one,
though the White House believes
it bears repeating so that it soaks
in. White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre said at Mon-
day’s news briefing that the presi-
dent’s upcoming remarks would
be a “cornerstone” speech and
part of a larger administration-
wide effort.

“It’s a vision about growing the
economy from the middle out and
the bottom up — you hear us say
that over and over again, because
we believe that trickle-down eco-
nomics does not work,” Jean-
Pierre said. “We have the data to
prove it.”

Indeed, the rate of inflation has
fallen over the past year while the
job market has remained solid, a
combination that seemed unlikely
to many economic analysts who
expected efforts to bring down in-
flation would cause layoffs and a
recession. Goldman Sachs has put
the odds of a recession in the next
12 months at 25%, down from its
previous estimate of 35%.

Consumer prices rose at an an-
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White House Deputy Press Secretary Olivia Dalton listens as Director of the National Economic Council
Lael Brainard speaks during a briefing at the White House on Tuesday.

nual pace of 4% in May, down
from 9.1% last June. That’s still
higher than the Federal Reserve’s
2% target, indicating that inflation
remains a challenge. But em-
ployers added a robust 339,000
jobs last month in a sign that the
economy appears poised to keep
growing. And the inflation-adjust-
ed annual increase in what people
earn each hour turned positive in
May, one of the main indicators
that White House officials had
been looking at for proof the econ-
omy was helping workers.
Biden’s GOP rivals have said
that the president has broken the
U.S. economy. They’ve tip-toed
around the healthy 3.7% unem-
ployment rate and focused instead
on prices at the gas pump, grocery
bills, the debt tied to Biden’s $1.9

trillion in pandemic relief and the
administration’s focus on shifting
away from fossil fuels in order to
combat climate change.

“I will stop Joe Biden’s inflation
nightmare, save the U.S. econo-
my,” said former President Do-
nald Trump, the Republican
frontrunner, in a speech to evan-
gelical Christians last weekend.

“You would think that with
these economic problems with in-
flation, you may want to tap into
more domestic energy,” Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis said in an Iowa
speech. “But no, Biden is deliber-
ately trying to kneecap our energy
production and he’s trying to force
Americans into electric vehicles,
which will make us more reliant
on China, who provides most of
the materials for the batteries.”

Part of Biden’s challenge is that
confidence in his economic lead-
ership has waned. In March 2021
just after his round of pandemic
relief became law, 60% of U.S.
adults approved of how the presi-
dent was handling the economy,
according to an AP-NORC Center
for Public Affairs poll. Since then,
that figure has essentially halved.

Still, there are signs that peo-
ple’s views of the economy are im-
proving. The University of Michi-
gan’s survey of consumer senti-
ment showed that Democrats, Re-
publicans and unaffiliated voters
generally feel better about the
current state of the economy than
they did a year ago. But confi-
dence among Democrats is still
weaker than it was during Biden’s
first year.

Threats of impeachment, censure becoming routine

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House Re-
publicans have held it over Home-
land Security Secretary Alejandro
Mayorkas for months. Attorney
General Merrick Garland is fac-
ingittoo. And President Joe Biden
seemingly isn’t far behind.

Driven by the demands of hard-
right members, Republicans in
the House are threatening im-
peachment against Biden and his
top Cabinet officials, creating a
backbeat of chatter about “high
crimes and misdemeanors” that is
driving legislative action, spur-
ring committee investigations,
raking in fundraising money and
complicating the plans of Speaker
Kevin McCarthy and his leader-
ship team.

Long viewed as an option of last
resort, to be triggered only for the
most severe wrongdoing, the con-
stitutionally authorized power of
impeachment is rapidly moving
from the extraordinary to the
humdrum, driven in large part by
Republicans and their grievances

about how Democrats twice im-
peached President Donald
Trump.

Republicans remain so opposed
to Trump’s impeachments, in fact,
that they are pressing for votes to
expunge the
charges alto-
gether — an at-
tempt to clear his
name that is
without  direct
precedent in
congressional
history.

“We’re seeing
a generation of Republicans who
are much more willing to test the
boundaries of how much you can
weaponize procedures,” said Ju-
lian Zelizer, a Princeton Universi-
ty historian and political scientist.

McCarthy on Sunday made Gar-
land the latest target of a potential
impeachment investigation as Re-
publicans examine how the De-
partment of Justice handled the
prosecution of Hunter Biden for
federal tax offenses. It capped a tu-

Boebert

multuous week in which hard-
right Republicans forced a vote to
send articles of impeachment
against Biden to a committee for
investigation and also voted to cen-
sure Democratic Rep. Adam
Schiff for his remarks and actions
during the 2017 investigation into
Trump’s ties to Russia.

Some Republicans are pushing
for another censure action, this
time against Democratic Rep.
Bennie Thompson for leadership
of the House committee that in-
vestigated the Jan. 6 insurrection.

In the past, lawmakers have re-
served censure, a punishment one
step below expulsion, for grave
misconduct. When former Rep.
Charles Rangel, aNew York Dem-
ocrat, was censured in 2010 on a
bipartisan vote for ethics viola-
tions, then-speaker Nancy Pelosi
solemnly summoned him to the
well of the House, where censured
members must stand as the reso-
lution is read in a moment of pub-
lic shaming.

“We really tried hard to put

aside the partisan considerations
because we knew how sharp and
potent the weapon (of censure)
was,” said former Rep. Steve Is-
rael, Democrat of New York, who
was among Pelosi’s closest confi-
dantes. “This thing used to be
rare. Now, it’s in every cycle, in
breaking news.”

When Schiff was censured last
week, the proceedings quickly
took on a carnival-like quality.
Democrats, Pelosi included,
streamed forward to stand shoul-
der-to-shoulder in the well of the
House. They heckled McCarthy as
he read the charges — calling out

“Shame!” “Disgrace!”  and
“Adam! Adam!” until the
speaker left the dais.

The fervor in the House for dol-
ing out punishment shows no
signs of breaking — in part be-
cause lawmakers are reaping the
media attention and fundraising
dollars that are steadily replacing
committee chairmanships as the
locus of power in the House.

Yet there’s a risk that Republi-

cans’ appetite for using the pun-
ishment powers could easily esca-
late into a more serious test of
whether Congress is legitimately
wielding power — and nowhere
does that possibility loom larger
than when it comes to Biden.

Rep. Lauren Boebert, a Colora-
do Republican who won reelec-
tion last year by fewer than 600
votes, forced a vote last week on an
impeachment resolution against
Biden for “high crimes and misde-
meanors” over his handling of the
U.S. border with Mexico.

Republican leaders were able to
bottle up Boebert’s resolution,
holding a vote that sent the matter
to congressional committees.

Some Republicans, however,
view it as a question of when, not
if, Biden is impeached. Floor de-
bate on the resolution took on the
air of a dress rehearsal, as Demo-
crats and Republicans debated
whether Biden has committed
“high crimes and misdemeanors”
with his handling of border and
immigration policy.



Pace 12

pikine &y )

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Thursday, June 29, 2023

SCIENCE/MEDICINE

Stem cells used to
study earliest days
via embryo models

By LAura UNGAR
Associated Press

Scientists have created embryo
models to help study the mysteries
of early human development, the
medical problems that happen be-
fore birth and why many pregnan-
cies fail.

These models are made from
stem cells, not egg and sperm, and
can’t grow into babies.

“They’re complete enough to
give you a picture of what may be
happening in the embryo during
pregnancy, but they’re not so com-
plete that you could actually use
them for reproduction,” said Insoo
Hyun, an ethicist and director of life
sciences at Boston’s Museum of Sci-
ence. “It just will not work.”

Using models also avoids the con-
troversy of using real embryosin re-
search, he said.

Several groups are working on
the research. Teams with research-
ers from the United States and En-
gland shared their work in two stud-
ies published Tuesday in the journal
Nature. Other scientists in Israel
and China published studies on
their work earlier this month that

have not yet been reviewed by
peers.

While previous models mim-
icked pre-embryos, Hyun said the
latest ones model an embryo after it
has implanted in the uterus. Real
human embryos can be extremely
hard to see at that stage because
they burrow into the uterus. Each
team’s models vary in the tech-
niques used and how complete they
are, he said, with some mirroring
not just the embryo but the very be-
ginnings of the placenta and yolk
sac, too.

For these types of models, scien-
tists use akind of stem cell that is ca-
pable of developing into many dif-
ferent types of cells or tissues in the
body. They can be from embryos or
reprogrammed from adult tissues.

The authors of one Nature paper
described models that resemble hu-
man embryos nine to 14 days after
fertilization.

“If we can experimentally model
this period, then we can finally start
asking questions about how human
development happens in those very
early stages that are normally hid-
den within the body of the mother,”

said author Berna Sozen, who stud-
ies developmental stem cell biology
at Yale University.

Scientists will also be able to
study embryonic failure, develop-
mental disorders and pregnancy
loss, Sozen said. At this point, we
don’t understand how it goes awry,
she said.

In the other Nature paper, Mag-
dalena Zernicka-Goetz, an expertin
stem cell biology at the California
Institute of Technology and the Uni-
versity of Cambridge in England,
and colleagues said their model
mirrors development up to 14 days
from fertilization. That model con-
tains embryonic tissues and tissues
that can go on to produce structures
surrounding the embryo such as the
placenta and yolk sac.

Jacob Hanna of the Weizmann
Institute of Science in Israel, an au-
thor of a yet-to-be-reviewed paper,
said in an email that his group’s
model also mirrors human embryo

color key:

the early embryonic epiblast-like cells (the cell layer that
leads to the generation of all of the tissues in an embryo)

the extra-embryonic hypoblast (a layer of cells that gives rise

to the yolk sac)

Credit: Monique Pedroza, Ipek Gassaloglu,
Berna Sozen (Yale University)

development up to day 14 after fer-
tilization. He said the structures in-
clude all embryonic membranes as
well as membranes outside the em-
bryo.

Both Hanna and Zernicka-Goetz
previously helped create mouse
embryo models.

Down the road, Zernicka-Goetz
said human embryo models could
be used to explore the effects of the
environment and chemicals on
early development. They could
even be used to generate tissues
used in new medical treatments,
she said.

Sozen also envisions testing
drugsonembryomodels and expos-
ing them to germs — experiments
that can’t be done on people who are
pregnant.

Guidelines from the Internation-
al Society for Stem Cell Research
say scientists cannot put any human
embryo model into either a human
or non-human uterus. For decades,

the society had a related “14-day
rule” that guided researchers on
how long actual embryos can be
grown in the lab — which the group
recommended relaxing under lim-
ited circumstances in 2021. But be-
cause the models are not embryos,
they’re not subject to the rule.

Experts said some in the public
have the wrong idea about these
models, believing they might be
able to create pregnancies. But sci-
entific hurdles prevent this. For ex-
ample, they don’t develop a proper
placenta. Even in the future, as the
field progresses, there are ways to
guard against bad actors who may
want to try and create pregnancies
from embryo models, said Hyun,
who is also a member of Harvard
Medical School’s Center for Bioeth-
ics.

The ethical reason for not making
them complete, he said, is that “the
whole point of these models is to
avoid the embryo controversy.”

Nearly 36M in Europe may have experienced long COVID

Associated Press

COPENHAGEN, Denmark —
Nearly 36 million people in Europe
may have had long-lasting health
problems from coronavirus infec-
tions they got during the first three
years of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the World Health Organization’s
regional director said Tuesday.

Dr. Hans Kluge said “long CO-
VID” remained “a complex condi-
tion (that) we still know very little
about” and “a glaring blind spot in

our knowledge.”

“Unless we develop comprehen-
sive diagnostics and treatment for
long COVID, we will never truly re-
cover from the pandemic,” Kluge
said, reiterating that older adults,
people with underlying medical
conditions and others with
weakened immune systems should
continue getting vaccinated.

While most people recover from
COVID-19 within a few weeks after
infection, some people have re-

ported experiencing ongoing fa-
tigue, shortness of breath and
brain fog.

WHO’s Europe region covers S3
countries from Ireland to Uzbekis-
tan with a combined population of
more than 900 million. Statistics
from University of Washington re-
searchers indicate that about one
in 30 of the region’s residents have
experienced “long COVID.” in the
past three years, Kluge said.

The origin of the virus that trig-

gered once-unthinkable lock-
downs, upended economies and
killed millions of people worldwide
has not been pinpointed.

Last month, the World Health
Organization said COVID-19 no
longer qualifies as a global emer-
gency. The announcement was
made more than three years after
WHO declared the coronavirus an
international crisis. The U.N.
health agency said that did not
mean the pandemic had ended,

noting recent spikes in cases in
Southeast Asia and the Middle
East.

In Europe, “COVID-19 exploited
an epidemic of diseases, including
cancers, cardiovascular disease,
diabetes and chronic lung illness-
es, which account for 75% of mor-
tality,” Kluge said.

“Those with such underlying
conditions were, and still are, far
more vulnerable to severe forms of
COVID-19,” he added.

Area of tropical forest as big as Switzerland was lost in 2022

By EL1zZABETH Kim
Bloomberg

The world lost 11 soccer fields’
worth of tropical forest per min-
ute in 2022 — a total area about
the size of Switzerland and 10%
more tropical forest than was lost
in 2021. The carbon emissions as-
sociated with that disappearance
were equivalent to all of India’s
fossil fuel emissions, according
to the University of Maryland’s
2022 data on tree-cover loss, pre-
sented by World Resources Insti-

tute’s Global Forest Watch.
Forests are vital to sequester-
ing carbon and maintaining

Earth’s biodiversity, and mil-
lions of people depend on them
for their livelihoods. But they are
threatened by deforestation, fire
and drought, and efforts to pro-
tect them have not kept pace.

“Humanity is not on track to
meet major forest-related com-
mitments,” write the authors of
the Global Forest Watch analy-
sis, released Tuesday.

Brazil, the Democratic Repu-
blic of Congo and Bolivia, coun-
tries with large tropical rainfor-
ests, lost the most acreage in
2022, with Brazil losing the most
by far: 4.4 million acres.

Brazil’s forests experienced
steep losses under President Jair
Bolsonaro, who rolled back envi-
ronmental protections. Primary
(or old-growth) forest loss in-
creased 15% in Brazil from 2021
to 2022.

Bolivia saw a 32% increase in
primary forest loss from 2021 to
2022, mainly due to commodity
agriculture. Soybean, sugar
cane, corn and sorghum produc-
tion contributed to the rise.

Ghana’s rate of loss also
jumped. The majority of its loss-
es were in protected areas asso-
ciated with cocoa production,

fires and gold mining.

Not every country saw forest
loss worsen.

Indonesia, Costa Rica and Ma-
laysia saw slowdowns. In Indo-
nesia, government action to in-
crease fire protection and re-
store peatlands and mangroves
likely played a role.

In Malaysia, policies like
stronger certification require-
ments for sustainable palm oil
production appear to have con-
tributed.

In contrast to the higher loss of
primary tropical forest, overall
global tree-cover loss was actual-

ly 10% lower in 2022 than the
year before, due in large partto a
below-average 2022 fire season
in Russia.

In 2021, representatives of 145
countries agreed to work togeth-
er to stop forest loss and land
degradation by 2030 and ac-
knowledged it was key to meet-
ing Paris agreement climate
goals.

The 2022 data underscores
that urgent action is needed as ir-
replaceable ecosystems like the
Amazon approach  “tipping
points” that could affect the
whole planet’s climate system.
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EPA drops

By MicHAEL PHILLIS
Associated Press

The Biden administration has
dropped an investigation into
whether Louisiana officials put
Black residents living in an indus-
trial stretch of the state at in-
creased cancer risk, despite find-
ing initial evidence of racial dis-
crimination, according to a feder-
al court filing Tuesday.

The Environmental Protection
Agency said a resolution “is not
feasible” by a July deadline. It
ends an inquiry that some activists
in majority-Black communities
had praised as finally offering a
chance to improve their health.

The agency said it has taken
several “significant actions” in-
volving Denka, a polymer plant at
the heart of the investigations, in-
cluding an agreement to cut emis-
sions. It also filed a lawsuit against
the company alleging it imposed
an unacceptable cancer risk to
nearby residents, and tightened
regulations. But the investigation
did not compel Louisiana to make
any commitments of its own.

Louisiana had argued in a re-
cent federal court filing that the

GERALD HERBERT/AP

Myrtle Felton, from left, Sharon Lavigne, Gail LeBoeuf and Rita
Cooper, members of RISE St. James, conduct a live stream video on
property owned by Formosa in 2020 in St. James Parish, La.

administration had improperly
“weaponized” a part of civil rights
law in pursuing the investigations.

The Biden administration has
prioritized environmental justice,
drawing praise from activists for
going so far as to create a new of-
fice last year to focus on cases of
alleged environmental discrimi-
nation. Those activists were dis-
mayed to learn of the retreat in

Louisiana, saying it would be
“deeply problematic” if it repre-
sents a broader curtailment of civ-
il rights investigations.

“It is a dangerous precedent,”
said Patrice Simms, an attorney
with Earthjustice, one of the envi-
ronmental groups that asked the
EPA to investigate Louisiana.

Last year, the agency accepted
complaints from activists to inves-

tigate Louisiana’s regulation of air
emissions in an industrial corridor
called the Mississippi River
Chemical Corridor but colloquial-
ly referred to as “cancer alley.” It
said there was initial evidence of
racial discrimination. The federal
government and state officials had
been in informal talks to resolve
the allegations.

That process has now come to
an end without a formal finding of
discrimination by the EPA.

“We are disappointed in the
EPA,” said Sharon Lavigne, resi-
dent and founder of Rise St.
James, a group that filed a com-
plaint that prompted the EPA to
investigate.

“We were hopeful because we
thought we were going to win
this,” she said.

The EPA said it would analyze
how residents — especially those
who live near the Denka plant —
are exposed to a variety of danger-
ous emissions. The study would
aim to “characterize the current
baseline cumulative health risks
and burdens” in the community
and provide recommendations.
The EPA wants the community to

probe into state’s link to cancer risk

participate in the process and they
invited the state to take part as
well, although it is not forced to.

The EPA also disposed of a com-
plaint over emissions from a pro-
posed chemical plant to be operat-
ed by FG LA, a Formosa Plastics
affiliate, in the same industrial
corridor. The agency noted that
permits for the facility had been
vacated and were now in litigation
in state court.

The EPA’sinitial findings said it
appears that for decades, the Loui-
siana Department of Environ-
mental Quality let a Denka polym-
er plant expose people who live
nearby and children at an elemen-
tary school to enough chloro-
prene, a chemical used to make
synthetic rubber, to increase their
cancer risk. The EPA had said
Black residents “along the entire
corridor” bear a disproportionate
health risk from pollution, includ-
ing near the proposed Formosa fa-
cility.

Denka has reduced its emis-
sions in recent years. It called the
investigation “ill-conceived” and
said the EPA should focus on “sci-
ence, not politics.”
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France heightens security following violence

Associated Press

NANTERRE, France — France’s
government on Wednesday an-
nounced heightened police pres-
ence around Paris and other big ci-
ties and called for calm after scat-
tered violence erupted over the
death of a17-year-old delivery driv-
er who was shot and killed during a
police check.

The killing prompted nationwide
concern and widespread messages
of indignation and condolences, in-

cluding from soccer star Kylian
Mbappe. French President Emma-
nuel Macron called the young man’s
death “inexplicable and inexcusa-
ble.”

It also triggered unrest in multi-
ple towns around Paris. Interior
Minister Gerald Darmanin said 31
people were arrested, 25 police offi-
cers injured and 40 cars burned in
overnight unrest.

The tensions focused around the
Paris suburb of Nanterre, where

lawyers say 17-year-old Nael M.
was killed Tuesday during a traffic
check. The police officer suspected
of firing on him was detained and
faces potential manslaughter
charges, according to the Nanterre
prosecutor’s office.

The Nanterre neighborhood
where Nael lived remained on edge
Wednesday morning, with police on
guard around the regional adminis-
tration, and burned car wreckage
and overturned garbage bins still

visible in some areas. Bouquets of
orange and yellow roses were tied to
the post where the car crashed after
the shooting, on Nanterre’s Nelson
Mandela Square.

Nael’s mother appealed online
for a silent march on Thursday in
her son’s honor, near the scene of
his death.

Videos purported to be of the in-
cident were “extremely shocking,”
Darmanin said, pledging a full in-
vestigation. The images show two

police officers leaning into the driv-
er-side window of a yellow car, be-
fore the vehicle pulls away as one of-
ficer fires into the window. The car
is later seen crashed into a post
nearby.

Macron called for calm and for
respect for Nael’s loved ones. Asked
about police abuses, he said justice
should be allowed to run its course.

“Nothing justifies the death of a
young person,” he told reporters in
Marseille.

Muslims brave heat
during Hajj pilgrimage

Associated Press

MINA, Saudi Arabia — Hun-
dreds of thousands of Muslim pil-
grims on Wednesday braved in-
tense heat to perform the symbol-
ic stoning of the devil during the
Hajj pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia.

With morning temperatures ris-
ing past 107 degrees Farenheit,
huge crowds of pilgrims walked or
took buses to the vast Jamarat
complex just outside the holy city
of Mecca, where large pedestrian
bridges lead past three wide pil-
lars representing the devil.

Using pebbles collected the
night before at a campsite known
as Muzdalifa, the pilgrims stone
the pillars. It’s a reenactment of
the story of the Prophet Ibrahim
—known as Abraham in Christian
and Jewish traditions — who is
said to have hurled stones at Satan
to resist temptation.

The ceremony was marred by
tragedy on a number of occasions
in the 1990s and 2000s, when hun-
dreds died in stampedes during
the stoning ritual. Saudi author-
ities have since built an expanded

network of massive pedestrian
bridges and redesigned the site to
make it safer for pilgrims.

This year, the biggest danger
might be the heat.

Temperatures soared past 113 F
on Tuesday, as Muslims marked
the spiritual high point of the pil-
grimage by spending the day
praying at Mount Arafat, where
there was no breeze and almost no
shade.

Pilgrims huddled under um-
brellas, dousing themselves with
bottled water. Cellphones were al-
most too hot to hold and shut down
after just a few minutes of use.

Saudi authorities have deployed
tens of thousands of health work-
ers for the pilgrimage and volun-
teers were handing out water. The
Health Ministry said late Tuesday
that it had treated 287 cases of
sunstroke and heat exhaustion.

The annual Hajj pilgrimage is
one of the five pillars of Islam, and
all Muslims are required to under-
take it at least once in their lives if
they are physically and financially
able.

London jury is seated in
Spacey’s sex assault trial

Associated Press

LONDON — Two-time Oscar
winner Kevin Spacey walked into a
London courtroom Wednesday to
face trial on charges of sexually as-
saulting four men as long as two
decades ago.

The actor was dressed in a dark
blue suit, light blue shirt and pink
tie as he was called by his full name
and asked if he was Kevin Spacey
Fowler.

“Iam,” he said as he stood behind
a window in the dock.

Spacey, 63, has pleaded not
guilty to a dozen charges including
sexual assault, indecent assault
and causing a person to engage in
sex activity without consent. He
could face a prison sentence if con-
victed.

Spacey nodded and smiled at po-

tential jurors as Justice Mark Wall
told them that they may know Spa-
cey by name or have seen his films.

More than two dozen entered the
courtroom and the first 14 were
seated without objection from the
prosecution or defense. Thirteen
people were then excused.

Spacey stood with his hands
clasped behind his back as nine
men and five women, including two
alternates, were sworn in as jurors
tohear evidence in the case expect-
ed to last four weeks in Southwark
Crown Court.

“I do solemnly, sincerely and
truly declare and affirm that I will
faithfully try the defendant and
give true verdicts according to the
evidence,” jurors asserted.

Opening statements are sched-
uled Friday.

p—
BADERKHAN AHMAD/AP

Hamrin Alouji, the mother of 13-year-old Peyal Aqil, goes through her daughter's photographs at their
family home in Qamishli, Syria, on June 5.

Recruitment of children in Syria
by armed groups is on the rise

Associated Press

QAMISHLI, Syria — A 13-year-
old Kurdish girl went missing on
her way home from a school exam
last month, after being approached
by a man from an armed group.
Her parents immediately feared
the worst — that she had been per-
suaded to join the group and was
taken to one of its training camps.

The girl, Peyal Aqil, was with
friends when she encountered the
man who turned out to be a recrui-
ter for a group known as the Revo-
lutionary Youth. She followed him
to one of the group’s centers in the
city of Qamishli in northeast Syria.
Her friends waited for her outside,
but she never emerged.

Peyal’s mother, Hamrin Alouji,
said she and her husband com-
plained to local authorities, to no
avail.

The group later said Peyal
joined willingly, a claim rejected
by Alouji. “We consider that at this
age, she cannot give consent, even
if she was convinced” by the
group’s program, Alouji said, sit-
ting for an interview in her daugh-

ter’s room, filled with stuffed ani-
mals and school texts.

Armed groups have recruited
children throughout the past 12
years of conflict and civil war in
Syria. A new United Nations report
on children in armed conflict, re-
leased Tuesday, says the use of
child soldiers in Syria is growing,
even as fighting in most parts of Sy-
ria is winding down.

The number of children recruit-
ed by armed groups in Syria has
risen steadily over the past three
years — from 813in 2020t01,296 in
2021 and 1,696 in 2022, the U.N.
says.

Among those allegedly recruit-
ing childrenisa U.S. ally in the bat-
tle against Islamic State extre-
mists — the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces, according to
the U.N. In 2022, the U.N. attribut-
ed halfthe cases, or 637, to the SDF
and associated groups in northeast
Syria.

The report also said the U.N. had
confirmed 611 recruitment cases
by the Turkish-backed Syrian Na-
tional Army, which has clashed

with the SDF in the past, and 383
by the al-Qaida-linked Hayat Tah-
rir al Sham in northwest Syria. The
report cited 25 cases of child
recruitment by Syrian govern-
ment forces and pro-government
militias.

Children are being recruited
across Syria, said Bassam Alah-
mad, executive director of Syrians
for Truth and Justice, an indepen-
dent civil society organization.

In some cases, children are for-
cibly conscripted, he said. In oth-
ers, minors sign up because they or
their families need the salary.
Some join for ideological reasons,
or because of family and tribal loy-
alties. In some cases, children are
sent out of Syria to fight as merce-
naries in other conflicts.

Attempts to end such recruit-
ment have been complicated by
the patchwork of armed groups op-
erating in each part of Syria.

A month after her May 21 disap-
pearance, Peyal came home. She
had run away from one of the
group’s training camps, her moth-
er said.
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PomPEI ARCHAELOGICAL PARK/AP

The wall of an ancient Pompeian house with a fresco depicting a table with food. The fresco was found in
the atrium of a house in Insula 10 of Regio IX under excavation, to which a bakery was annexed.

Wall painting found in Pompeii
doesn’t depict iconic dish, pizza

Associated Press

MILAN — A still-life fresco dis-
covered recently in the Pompeii
archaeological site looks like a piz-
za, but it’s not, experts at the site
said Tuesday.

They noted that key ingredients
needed to make Italy’s iconic dish
— tomatoes and mozzarella —
were not available when the fresco
was painted some 2,000 years ago.

Tomatoes were only introduced
to Europe from the Americas a
few centuries ago, and some histo-
ries have it that the discovery of

mozzarella led directly to the in-
vention of pizza in nearby Naples
in the 1700s.

The image is instead believed to
be a focaccia covered with fruit,
including pomegranate and possi-
bly dates, finished with spices or a
type of pesto, experts said. In the
fresco, itis served on a silver plate
and a wine chalice stands next to
it.

The contrast of the frugal meal
served in a luxurious setting, de-
noted by the silver tray, is not un-
like modern-day pizza, “born as a

poor-man’s dish in southern Italy,
which has won over the world and
is served even in starred restau-
rants,” said Gabriel Zuchtriegel,
director of the Pompeii archaeo-
logical site.

The Coldiretti ag lobby immedi-
ately seized on the discovery of the
fresco to promote pizza — invent-
ed as a quick meal for the working
poor — as a national treasure. To-
day, pizza represents one-third of
the food budget of foreign visitors
and generates total annual reve-
nues of $16.4 billion in Italy.

Italy looking for tourist seen in video
carving names into Colosseum wall

By TrisHA THOMAS

AND REBEccA PREcCIUTI

Associated Press

ROME — Italy’s culture and
tourism ministers have vowed to
find and punish a tourist who was
filmed carving his name and that
of his apparent girlfriend in the
wall of the Colosseum in Rome, a
crime that resulted in hefty fines
in the past.

The message reading “Ivan-
+Haley 23” appeared on the Col-
osseum at a time when Romans
already were complaining about
hordes of tourists flooding the
Eternal City in record numbers
this season. A fellow tourist,
Ryan Lutz, of Orange, Calif.,
filmed the incident and posted
the video on YouTube and Red-
dit.

The video received over 1,500
social media views and was
picked up by Italian media. Lutz
told The Associated Press on
Tuesday he was “dumbfounded”
that someone would deface such
an important monument.

Culture Minister Gennaro San-
giuliano called the writing carved
into the almost 2,000-year-old
Flavian Amphitheater ‘“serious,
undignified and a sign of great in-
civility.” He said he hoped the
culprits would be found “and
punished according to our laws.”

Italian news agency ANSA not-
ed that the incident marked the
fourth time this year that such
graffiti was reported at the Colos-
seum. It said whoever was re-
sponsible for the latest episode
risked $15,000 in fines and up to
five years in prison.

Tourism Minister Daniela San-
tanche said she hoped the tourist
would be sanctioned “so that he
understands the gravity of the
gesture.” Calling for respect for
Italy’s culture and history, she
vowed: “We cannot allow those
who visit our nation to feel free to
behave in this way.”

Lutz, who is on a two-month
backpacking trip through Eu-
rope, said he had just finished a
guided tour of the Colosseum on

Friday when he saw the person
“blatantly carving his name” in
the Colosseum wall. Lutz told the
AP he took out his phone to film
the man because he was so
shocked at what he was doing.

“And as you see in the video, I
kind of approach him and ask
him, dumbfounded at this point,
‘Are you serious? Are you really
serious?’” Lutz recalled. “And all
he could do is like smile at me.”

Lutz, a recent graduate of Cal
Poly Pomona, said he tried to get
a guard to take action, but neither
the guard nor his supervisor did
anything, even after Lutz identi-
fied the man and offered to share
the video.

He said he decided to post the
video online the following morn-
ing, after he had calmed down.
While saying he appreciates graf-
fiti and art, “carving your name
seems like a pretty selfish act.”
He said visitors to foreign coun-
tries cannot repay their hosts
“with blatant disrespect like
this.”

Philippine raids
save 2K forced
fraud workers

Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Philip-
pine police backed by commandos
staged a massive raid on Tuesday
and said they rescued more than
2,700 workers from China, the
Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia
and more than a dozen other coun-
tries who were allegedly swindled
into working for fraudulent online
gaming sites and other cyber-
crime groups.

The number of human traffick-
ing victims rescued from seven
buildings in Las Pinas city in met-
ropolitan Manila and the scale of
the nighttime police raid were the
largest so far this year and indicat-
ed how the Philippines has be-
come a key base of operations for
cybercrime syndicates.

Cybercrime scams have be-
come amajorissue in Asia with re-
ports of people from the region
and beyond being lured into tak-
ing jobs in countries like Myan-
mar and Cambodia.

However, many of these work-
ers find themselves trapped in vir-
tual slavery and forced to partici-
pate in scams targeting people
over the internet.

In May, leaders from the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations
agreed in a summit in Indonesia to
tighten border controls and law
enforcement and broaden public
education to fight criminal syndi-

cates that traffic workers to other
nations, where they are made to
participate in online fraud.

Brig. Gen. Sydney Hernia, who
heads the national Philippine po-
lice’s anti-cybercrime unit, said
police armed with warrants raid-
ed and searched the buildings
around midnight in Las Pinas and
rescued 1,534 Filipinos and 1,190
foreigners from at least 17 coun-
tries.

It was not immediately clear
how many suspected leaders of
the syndicate were arrested.

Police raided another suspected
cybercrime base at the Clark free-
port in Mabalacat city in Pampan-
ga province north of Manila in
May where they took custody of
nearly 1,400 Filipino and foreign
workers who were allegedly
forced to carry out cryptocurren-
cy scams, police said.

Some of the workers told inves-
tigators that when they tried to
quit they were forced to pay a hef-
ty amount for unclear reasons or
they feared they would be sold to
other syndicates, police said, add-
ing that workers were also forced
to pay fines for perceived infrac-
tions at work.

Workers were lured with high
salary offers and ideal working
conditions in Facebook advertise-
ments but later found out the prom-
ises were a ruse, officials said.

Israel seizes cryptocurrency
used to finance Hezbollah,
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard

Associated Press

JERUSALEM — The Israeli
government said Tuesday that it
seized millions of dollars in
cryptocurrency from accounts
that had sent or received funds
in alleged financing schemes for
a powerful arm of the Iranian
military and the Iran-backed
Hezbollah militant group in Le-
banon.

Israeli Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant said he issued an order
to seize the cryptocurrency wal-
lets and turn over the funds to
the Israeli government.

He described the “extensive”
operation as Israel’s first to tar-
get the Hezbollah militant group
and the Iranian paramilitary
Revolutionary Guard’s elite
Quds Force — two organizations

sworn to Israel’s destruction.
Both have been designated by
the United States and some other
governments as terrorist organi-
zations and locked out of the tra-
ditional global financial system.

It was a multi-agency effort,
Gallant said, involving Israel’s
Mossad spy agency, the Israeli
military intelligence office, the
Israeli police and others.

Israel has previously seized
cryptocurrency belonging to the
paramilitary arm of Gaza’s Ha-
mas rulers as part of counterter-
rorism financing investigations.

“This is the first incident of
this magnitude,” Gallant said,
noting that the effort took place
earlier this week. “We have ef-
fectively cut off the flow of terror
funds via this channel.”
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Day care worker charged
in child porn case

N CONCORD — A New

Hampshire = woman
who worked at a Massachusetts
day care center is accused of tak-
ing sexually explicit photos of
children and sending them to a
former partner.

Lindsay Groves, 38, of Hudson,
was charged Thursday with sex-
ual exploitation of children and
distribution of child pornography.
According to federal investiga-
tors, she took nude photos of chil-
dren at Creative Minds in Tyngs-
boro, Mass., and texted them to
“an individual with whom she was
previously in an intimate relation-
ship.”

Massachusetts authorities did
not identify Groves’ former part-
ner. But according to Nashua Po-
lice, the same investigation led to
the arrest of a former state law-
maker who is charged in New
Hampshire with distributing child
sex abuse images.

Stacie Laughton, of Derry, re-
signed from the New Hampshire
House in December after being
charged with stalking Groves.
Court documents do not list an at-
torney for Groves, and itis unclear
whether Laughton has a lawyer to
speak on her behalf.

Hackers steal info on
pilot applicants at airlines

DALLAS — Personal

information for more
than 8,000 applicants to become
pilots at American Airlines and
Southwest Airlines was stolen
when hackers broke into a data
base maintained by a recruiting
company.

The breach at Austin, Texas-
based Pilot Credentials occurred
April 30, and the airlines learned
about it on May 3. They notified af-
fected job seekers last week.

According to letters that the air-
lines were required to file with
regulators in Maine, hackers
gained access to names, birth
dates, Social Security and pass-
port numbers, and driver and pi-
lot-license numbers of applicants
for pilot and cadet jobs.

According to filings, 5,745 ap-
plicants to American and 3,009 at
Southwest were affected.

Florida man who killed

2 sentenced to death

F FORT MYERS — A
judge in southwest Flor-

ida handed down a death sentence
Monday for a man convicted of
killing an 11-year-old girl and her
babysitter more than 30 years ago.

Lee Circuit Judge Robert Bran-
ning was following last month’s
10-2 jury recommendation in fa-
vor of death for Joseph Zieler, ac-
cording to court records. The
same panel had found Zieler, 61,
guilty of two counts of first-degree
murder.

Zieler was jailed on an unrelat-
ed assault charge in 2016 when his
DNA matched to the cold-case

A S.C.U.B.A. summer

Connor Martin, 15, of Meriden steps into the pool with assistance from instructor Jeff Cinciripino during a S.C.U.B.A. lesson at Maloney High
School, in Meriden, Conn., on June 20. Cinciripino is the founder of the nonprofit Scuba Education Alliance of CT.

murders of Robin Cornell, 11, and
Lisa Story, 32, authorities said.

NYC will add Diwali as a
public school holiday

NEW YORK — New

York City will add the
festival of Diwali to the list of pub-
lic school holidays in recognition
of the growth of the city’s South
Asian and Indo-Caribbean com-
munities, Mayor Eric Adams an-
nounced Monday.

Diwali, known as the festival of
lights, happens October or No-
vember, depending on the lunar
calendar.

However, this year it falls on
Sunday Nov. 12 — meaning the
2023-24 school calendar will not
be affected by the change.

The new holiday will become of-
ficial if Gov. Kathy Hochul, also a
Democrat, signs a bill passed by
the New York state legislature
earlier this month making Diwali
a public school holiday in New
York City.

Dolphin moms use baby
talk to call to their young

D WASHINGTON —
You know instantly
when someone is speaking to an
infant or small child. It turns out
that dolphin mothers also use a
kind of high-pitched baby talk.

A study published Monday
found that female bottlenose dol-
phins change their tone when ad-
dressing their calves. Research-
ers recorded the signature whis-
tles of 19 mother dolphins in Flor-
ida, when accompanied by their

young offspring and when swim-
ming alone or with other adults.

The dolphin signature whistle is
a unique and important signal —
akin to calling out their own name.

When directing the signal to
their calves, the mother’s whistle
pitchis higher and her pitch range
is greater than usual, according to
the study published in the journal,
Proceedings of the National Acad-
emy of Sciences.

Obtaining this data was no sim-
ple feat. Over more than three
decades, scientists placed special
microphones multiple times on
the same wild dolphin mothers in
Florida’s Sarasota Bay to record
their signature whistles.

Opioid money distribution
set to begin soon

CHARLESTON —

West Virginia is fina-
lizing the leadership for a newly
created foundation tasked with
distributing the lion’s share of the
more than $1 billion in opioid law-
suit-settlement money coming to
the state with the nation’s highest
overdose death rate.

That means funding for opioid
treatment and addiction services
can soon begin going out to com-
munities after years of litigation,
Attorney General Patrick Morri-
sey said Monday in his state Capi-
tol office in Charleston.

Morrisey said the state has
hired the Arlington, Va.-based
search firm DRiWaterstone Hu-
man Capital to find an executive
director for the West Virginia
First Foundation, the private non-
profit that will distribute just un-

der three quarters of the money.
About a quarter will go directly to
counties and a small percentage
— around 3% — will be held in
trust.

Over the past four years, drug
manufacturers, distribution com-
panies, pharmacies and other
companies with roles in the opioid
business have reached settle-
ments totaling more than $50 bil-
lion with governments.

Drivers to pay extra tolls
to reduce NYC congestion

NEW YORK — New

York has received a
critical federal approval for its
first-in-the-nation plan to charge
big tolls to drive into the most vis-
ited parts of Manhattan, part of an
effort to reduce traffic, improve
air quality and raise funds for the
city’s public transit system.

The program could begin as
soon as the spring of 2024, bring-
ing New York City into line with
places like London, Singapore,
and Stockholm that have imple-
mented similar tolling programs
for highly congested business dis-
tricts.

Under one of several tolling sce-
narios under consideration, driv-
ers could be charged as much as
$23 a day to enter Manhattan
south of 60th Street, with the exact
amount still to be decided by the
Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority, which is overseeing the
long-stalled plan.

The congestion pricing plan
cleared its final federal hurdle af-
ter getting approved by the Feder-
al Highway Administration, a

DAVE ZaJac/AP

spokesperson for New York Gov.
Kathy Hochul said on Monday.

Budget covers $32B
deficit without reserves

c SACRAMENTO — Cal-

ifornia Gov. Gavin
Newsom and the Democrats who
control the state Legislature
agreed late Monday on how to
spend $310.8 billion over the next
year, endorsing a plan that covers
anearly $32 billion budget deficit
without raiding the state’s savings
account.

The nation’s most populous
state has had combined budget
surpluses of well over $100 billion
in the past few years, using that
money to greatly expand govern-
ment.

But this year, revenues slowed
as inflation soared and the stock
market struggled. California gets
most of its revenue from taxes
paid by the wealthy, making it
more vulnerable to changes in the
economy than other states. Last
month, the Newsom administra-
tion estimated the state’s spending
would exceed revenues by over
$30 billion.

The budget, which lawmakers
are scheduled to vote on this week,
covers that deficit by cutting some
spending — about $8 billion —
while delaying other spending and
shifting some expenses to other
funds.

The plan would borrow $6.1 bil-
lion and would set aside $37.8 bil-
lion in reserves, the most ever.

From The Associated Press.
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OPINION

Putin’s big mistakes in Wagner revolt

By AnDREAS KLuTH
Bloomberg Opinion

ussian President Vladimir Putin

is damaged goods. He may have

survived this weekend’s mutiny

by Yevgeny Prigozhin and his
Wagner Group of mercenaries. In reacting
as he did, though, Putin not only made him-
self even weaker, but planted the idea of his
impotence in the minds of Russians and the
world.

Of course Putin had to show himself and
say something to the nation as Prigozhin’s
mercenaries seized the southern Russian
city of Rostov and started driving north to-
ward Moscow. But what exactly? The muti-
neers were “betraying” the nation in its
fight against “neo-Nazis” and the West, Pu-
tin asserted limply. That much was expect-
ed. The mistakes came next.

The first one was comparing Prigozhin’s
coup attempt to the mutiny of Russian sol-
diers in early 1917. That planted three par-
allels in Russian minds that’ll be hard to
erase. First, there’s a weak and unpopular
Tsar — Nicholas II, later executed with his
family, then, Putin today. Second, there’s a
war going on that Russia is losing — World
War I then, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
now. Third, there’ll soon be revolution and
civil war, so start thinking about which side
to be on.

The second mistake was even graver. Pu-
tin promised his response “will be harsh.”
The mutineers will “inevitably be puni-
shed,” he said. The traitors “will be held to
account.”

With this macho talk he was channeling
his old strongman persona, forgetting to
pause and think whether he still had the
power to make good on his bluster. Appar-

ently, it occurred to him only later that he
didn’t, for he decided to take a deal broker-
ed by Belarusian President Alexander Lu-
kashenko instead. It lets Prigozhin, and pre-
sumably some of his mercenaries, move to
Belarus, while Russia formally drops all
charges against him. Harsh punishment
looks different.

The cognitive dissonance of Lukashenko
making the phone call made Putin’s climb-
down even more humiliating. In recent
years, it’s been the dictator in Moscow
who’s had to rescue the one in Minsk from
the revolutionary energies of their subjects.
In their meetings, Putin was always careful
to display a silverback body language that
made the physically towering Lukashenko
look like a minion of the Kremlin. Now the
roles have reversed.

How long can either of these strongmen
— or, rather, weakmen — still have in pow-
er?

The reality — as everybody knows not on-
ly in Moscow and St. Petersburg, but also in
Beijing, Kyiv, Washington and everywhere
else —is that while shooting may have been
averted on Saturday, absolutely nothing is
resolved. Prigozhin, who runs a private ar-
my that kills and maims for profit, from
Africato Syria and Ukraine, isn’t the type to
retire and play Bingo. He’ll be up to some-
thing before long. After all, he’s ameme hog
on social media already.

It’s in that role that Prigozhin threw an-
other Molotov cocktail into Putin’s story. In
the barrage of Telegram videos he posted in
the run-up to his seizure of Rostov, the
Wagner boss casually and profanely
wrecked the entire propaganda narrative
Putin has been selling to his population. In
that topsy-turvy reality, remember, Russia

is not the aggressor but the victim, defend-
ing itself against Nazi Satanists in Ukraine
and their NATO puppet masters in the
West. In fact, Prigozhin said, that storyline
is total bunk, and the “so-called special op-
eration was launched for completely differ-
ent reasons,” mainly pillaging. Since then,
he added, it’s turned into a “monstrous
shame show” run by “mentally ill scum.”

This insight hardly comes as a shock to
any lucid person, in Russia or anywhere.
But it’s notable hearing it from somebody
who until recently was billed as Russia’s
most competent (or only competent) war-
lord in that said shame show. Kremlin prop-
aganda will never be the same again. In that
sense, Prigozhin is like Toto pulling back
the curtain to reveal that the fearsome Wi-
zard of Oz is a humbug.

In all of these ways, Putin continues, 16
months after his unprovoked invasion of
Ukraine, to be the opposite of his Ukrainian
counterpart and namesake, Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy. Where Putin spreads lies, Zelen-
skyy hews to the truth wherever possible
(this is war, after all). Where the man in
Moscow is at heart a coward, the one in Kyiv
has found his inner hero.

“I need ammunition, not a ride,” Zelen-
skyy countered when the Americans, in the
early hours of the Russian attack against
him, offered to spirit him out of the country.
As Prigozhin’s warriors pointed their guns
at Moscow, Twitter turned that meme on its
head and attributed it to Putin: “I need a
ride, not ammunition.” Whether by ride or
other conveyance, this wannabe tsar ap-
pears a big step closer to retirement.

Andreas Kluth is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
European politics.

Saudis tightening screws on US oil shipments

By JAVIER BLaAs
Bloomberg Opinion
hen Saudi Arabia needs to
quickly convince the oil mar-
ket that supply is tightening,
putting upward pressure on
prices, nothing beats reducing its crude ex-
ports into the U.S.

Riyadh has promised to slash oil produc-
tion next month by 10%, a unilateral cut that
would reduce output to just 9 million bar-
rels a day, the lowest since 2011 — save for
brief disruptions from COVID and the Ye-
meni attack on its facilities. Crucially, as
important as the cut itself, is where it’s go-
ing to be felt: The signals point to the U.S.
and Europe.

Focusing on the U.S. would telegraph the
reduction clearly to traders. Fluctuations in
American crude imports, and ultimately, oil
stockpiles have an outsize impact because
Washington publishes the data weekly. In
other regions, traders only get official fig-
ures on a monthly basis, or sometimes not at
all, as in China and India.

It’s a tactic that Saudi Arabia used to
great effect six years ago when the kingdom
targeted American buyers to rewrite the
market’s narrative. “Exports to the U.S. will
drop measurably,” Saudi Energy Minister
Khalid Al-Falih said in May 2017 after an
OPEC+ meeting. By July, Saudi oil ship-
ments to America had fallen to a 30-year
low. The price of West Texas Intermediate,
an oil benchmark, rose 20% from the day Al-
Falih spoke to the end of the year.

Whether it can work again remains to be
seen.

For one, the U.S. is now far less depen-
dent on Saudi crude. Back in mid-2017, the
U.S. regularly bought 1 million barrels a day
of Saudi crude. So far this year, it has bought
an average of less than 500,000 barrels a
day.

Still, it’s probably the best chance Riyadh
has to jump-start prices. Despite robust de-
mand growth this year, a flood of crude
from Russia, Iran and Venezuela — all un-
der Western sanctions — has overwhelmed
consumption. As aresult, West Texas Inter-
mediate has struggled to sustain the $70-a-
barrel level. Going after the U.S. and Euro-
pean markets has an advantage for Riyadh:
Neither can switch to Russian or Iranian
supplies, something that refiners in Asia do
every day.

After the production cut, the Saudis
would have less than 6 million barrels for
export.

The bulk of that would go east of Suez,
where Saudi Aramco, the state-controlled
oil giant, has told several Asian refiners
they would get as much crude as they re-
quested. That means any cuts will be felt
west of Suez: Europe and the U.S.

Saudi Arabia can unilaterally reduce
supply, but U.S. refiners may decide to buy
less Saudi oil if prices are too high vs. simi-
lar varieties of crude. And Riyadh is making
sure that’s the case.

For July, Aramco set the premia for Arab
Light, its flagship export oil grade, at an all-

time high of $7.15-a-barrel above the refer-
ence for U.S. sales. That’s more than double
the highest ever premia set before the pan-
demic. As such, Aramco is pricing itself out
of the market, and refiners would opt to buy
cheaper crude varieties.

Aramco also controls the largest refinery
in America, Motiva Enterprises, capable of
processing about 630,000 barrels a day, giv-
ing it another lever to reduce shipments.
Motiva’s Port Arthur, Texas, refinery ac-
counted for nearly 45% of all the Saudi
crude that the U.S. imported in the first
quarter, buying roughly 182,000 barrels a
day, according to government data.

Energy Aspects, a London-based consul-
tancy, reckons that Motiva will buy only
about 25,000 barrels a day of Saudi crude in
July.

If that’s the case, and considering a tank-
er’s 40-day trip from the kingdom to the
U.S., Saudi flows into America will plunge
in August and September. I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if we see shipments near zero in
some weeks during that period — some-
thing seen only twice in the past 40 years.

Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman, who re-
placed Al-Falih as Saudi energy minister,
has so far kept the market largely in the
dark about where the Saudi oil production
cuts would be felt. Only the size of the cut is
known. Savvy oil traders will have to read
the tea leaves for the rest of the story.

Javier Blas is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering energy
and commodities.
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Corenswet, Brosnahan
are DC's new Superman,
Lois Lane for 2025 film

By DAviD BETANCOURT
The Washington Post

The Daily Planet has two new hires.

David Corenswet and Rachel Brosnahan are
the new it couple of the DC Universe, as
they’ve been cast as Clark Kent and Lois Lane
in 2025’s “Superman: Legacy.”

DC Studios co-head James Gunn, who is
looking to create a new cinematic vision for the
company in the mold of the first decade of Mar-
vel Studios, will write and direct the film.

Certain comic book particulars are still be-
ing kept under wraps. Will this latest iteration
of Lois and Clark be meeting each other for the
first time? Will they be rivals in the newsroom?
Friends? Lovers? Spouses? Variety reports that
it will be a “workplace origin story,” but other
details, such as the time period, are unclear, so
perhaps they meet while stuck in a meeting
about gaining more subscribers and tweeting
out their stories. Safe to say that Lois probably
wouldn’t know that Clark has a big “S” on his
chest underneath his shirt and tie.

There’s no suspense quite like the magic of:
When will Lois find out? Comic book history
teaches us that Lois eventually marries Clark
after also finding out who he is when his glass-
es come off. Will Gunn follow a similar path

AP

“Superman: Legacy” writer/director James Gunn has found his new Superman and Lois Lane
in David Corenswet, left, and Rachel Brosnahan, right, according to DC Studios.

with his first (and not last) dynamic duo?
Corenswet is known for roles in “The Politi-
cian” and “Pearl.” He stands at 6-foot-4 and
looks to give DC Studios a Superman in the
mold of the lean and fit Christopher Reeve, as
opposed to that of Henry Cavill, who was most
recently DC’s Man of Steel on-screen. Even
still, Corenswet has probably been handed a
protein shake and been doing triceps pull-
downs while you’ve been reading this.
Corenswet told Entertainment Weekly in
2019 that, yes, he has been told that he bears a
striking resemblance to Cavill, and he said his
ambition is “definitely to play Superman. I
would love to see somebody do an upbeat,
throwback [take on Superman]. I love the Hen-
ry Cavill dark and gritty take, but I would love

to see the next one be very bright and optimis-
tic.”

Brosnahan comes from an award-winning
run on “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” and also
appeared on Netflix’s “House of Cards.”

The Hollywood Reporter recently reported
that “Superman: Legacy” will feature the de-
but of the Authority, a superhero team created
in the late ‘90s by Warren Ellis and Bryan
Hitch, probably giving Superman not just one
foe but an entire pack of them, plus Lex Luthor.
The role of one of DC’s most prominent villains
has yet to be cast.

The news comes faster than a speeding bul-
let after the disappointing box office numbers
of “The Flash,” and it makes it clear that, for
DC Studios, the future is now.

Netilix slammed for streaming “Titanic’ too soon

From wire reports

James Cameron’s “Titanic” is set to return to
Netflix on July 1 — a little over a week after it
was confirmed that five people had died
aboard a submersible diving to the site of the
Titanic shipwreck. Some are calling the enter-
tainment company “rude and insensitive” for
streaming the title so soon after the disaster.

Though critics have accused the streaming
giant of acquiring the movie after the Titan
submersible imploded — in an alleged effort to
“capitalize” on the situation — the Los Angeles
Times has confirmed that the deal to bring “Ti-
tanic” back to Netflix in July was struck sever-
al months ago.

The 1997 blockbuster starring Leonardo Di-
Caprio and Kate Winslet will be available to
watch on the platform in the United States and
Canada starting Saturday.

When news of the film’s imminent return to
Netflix surfaced over the weekend, many so-
cial media users were quick to denounce the
streamer’s “bad timing” and “lack of compas-
sion.” Others made jokes about the grim coin-
cidence — in line with how the internet has re-
acted to the tragedy as a whole.

“I love Titanic but I kind of think it’s rude
and insensitive that they’re doing adding it
back on Netflix NOW,” one person tweeted.
“People literally died on the submarine a few
days ago??? But they don’t care they just know
they’ll get lots of streams/$$$. Sad.”

“And the award for unbelievably insensitive

timing goes to @netflix,” another person
echoed.
Netflix declined to comment.

Missing actor’s body found

Actor Julian Sands, who starred in several
Oscar-nominated films in the late 1980s and
’90s including “A Room with a View” and
“Leaving Las Vegas,” was found dead on a
Southern California mountain five months af-
ter he disappeared while hik-
ing, authorities said Tuesday.

An investigation con-
firmed that it was Sands
whose remains hikers found
June 24 in wilderness near
Mount Baldy, the San Ber-
nardino County Sheriff’s De-
partment said. The 65-year-
old actor was an avid and ex-
perienced hiker who lived in Los Angeles and
was reported missing Jan. 13 after setting out
on the peak that rises more than 10,000 feet east
of the city. Crews aided by drones and helicop-
ters had searched for him several times, but,
severely hampered by wintry conditions that
lasted through spring, no sign of him was found
until the civilian hikers came upon him.

Sands, who was born, raised and began act-
ing in England, amassed more than 150 film
and television credits in a 40-year career. Dur-
ing a 10-year span from 1985 to 1995, he played
major roles in a series of acclaimed films.

Sands

Bluegrass pioneer Oshorne dies

Bobby Osborne, a mandolin player who with
his brother Sonny Osborne formed the blue-
grass music duo The Osborne Brothers, has
died. He was 91.

Bobby Osborne’s clear tenor voice has been
associated with “Rocky Top,” the state song of
Tennessee, since The Osborne Brothers first
recorded it in the 1960s. They were inducted
into the Grand Ole Opry in 1964 and went on to
the Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame and Ken-
tucky Music Hall of Fame.

Bobby Osborne and Sonny Osborne, a banjo
picker, performed together for more than SO
years, until Sonny’s retirement in 200S. Sonny
Osborne died in 2021 at age 83.

Bobby Osborne’s career spanned more than
70 years, and he was still performing at the
Grand Ole Opry with his band, Rocky Top X-
Press this year, according to recent posts on his
Facebook page.

Other news

B Lew Palter, a Brooklyn-born actor whose
dozens of film and TV performances included
arole in James Cameron’s “Titanic,” died May
21 at his home in Los Angeles following a battle
with lung cancer, his family said. He was 94.
Palter, who also had many roles on popular
shows throughout the late 1960s and 1970s,
played former Macy’s co-owner Isidor Straus,
who died on the ship, in 1997’s “Titanic.”

Seacrest to be
next ‘Wheel of
Fortune’ host

By HERB SCRIBNER
The Washington Post

Ryan Seacrest has signed a mul-
tiyear deal to host the game show
“Wheel of Fortune” beginning in
2024, Sony Pictures Television an-
nounced Tuesday.

Seacrest will replace longtime
host Pat Sajak, who announced
this month that he would step
down from the show next year af-
ter four decades
at the wheel. Sa-
jak will stay on as
a consultant, ac-
cording to Sony,
and Seacrest will
become a con-
sulting producer
in addition to be-
ing the new host.

“I'm truly humbled to be step-
ping into the footsteps of the leg-
endary Pat Sajak,” Seacrest said
in a statement Tuesday. “I can say,
along with the rest of America,
that it’s been a privilege and pure
joy to watch Pat and Vanna
[White] on our television screens
for an unprecedented 40 years,
making us smile every night and
feel right at home with them.”

Seacrest is one of the most rec-
ognizable personalities in media,
having been a host for 21 seasons
on “American Idol,” previously
appearing on “Live with Kelly and
Ryan” (for which he won an Em-
my), and ringing in each new year
with “Dick Clark’s New Year’s
Rockin’ Eve with Ryan Seacrest.”
He also hosts a radio program
called “On Air with Ryan Sea-
crest” in Southern California,
where “Wheel of Fortune” films
its episodes.

The letter-guessing show has
more than 20 million viewers, So-
ny said in a news release. More
than 3,000 people audition every
year for the show, with fewer than
500 making the final cut, accord-
ing to the History Channel.

Seacrest will take over after Sa-
jak’s final and 4l1st season, which
starts airing in September. He
hosted the show’s daytime edition
from 1981 to 1989 and started host-
ing the show’s syndicated version
in1983. The show’s co-host, Vanna
White, first joined in 1982, kicking
off four decades of the pair ap-
pearing on home screens eve-
rywhere.

Sajak has the record for the
longest career as a game show
host for the same show, according
to the Guinness World Records.

Seacrest has also has been seek-
ing a job like this for his entire ca-
reer, it would seem. He told the
New York Times in 2009 that he
hoped to emulate the career of the
late Merv Griffin, a television host
and media personality who creat-
ed several hit programs — includ-
ing “Wheel of Fortune.”

Seacrest
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HE'S ALSO A REBEL
WITHOUT A CLUE

1 — Wilson, whose
alter ego is the
title character
in 2018’s
“Deadpool 2”

5 Bro, maybe

8 Queue after Q

12 Israeli airline

13— Maria (coffee
liqueur)

14 Comic actor
Roscoe

15 Tora —

16 Televise

17 Like ganders

18 Casino customer

20 Played loudly

22 Conclusion

23 They play before
blockbusters

24 Cold War news
agency

27 Ship in 1898
headlines

32 Flight stat

33 Filming site

34 “Gosh!”

35 Chinese brew

38 Division word

39 — Speedwagon

40 Hwys.

42 “No cheating!”

45 Girl Scout units

49 Yale students

50 Crew tool

52 French cheese

53 Otherwise

54 Numbered rd.

55 “The Thin
Man” dog

6-29

57 Talk and talk
58 Crowd noise

26 Five-armed
sea creature
28 Observe

DQWN ) 29 Sci-fi series that
1 “Dragnet released summer
star Jack blockbusters
2 Body lotion in 2009, 2013,
ingredient and 2016
2 gﬁurfy 30 Court divider
eers up 31 Fair-hiring letters
5 2007 summer
‘ 36 Stops
movie based 37 Japanese
on a Neil P
pond carp

Gaiman book
6 King Charles —
7 Biting remark
8 Holiday Inn rival
9 Zodiac symbol
10 Conference

38 Weather map line
41 AMA member

42 Existed

43 First lady of scat
44 “Gilmore Girls”

leader? daughter
11 Secondhand 46 Approximately
19 Atop 47 Pocket bread

21 Felon’s flight 48 Burn somewhat
24 Indent key 51— premium
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WOW, CHECK OUT
THIS GLORIOUS WORK FROM FRENCH PAINTER
EDOUARD. IT’S A MANET-SPLENDORED THING.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals G
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SCOREBOARD/NHL DRAFT

PRO SOCCER

PRO BASKETBALL

MLS WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE EASTERN CONFERENCE
W L T Pts GF GA w L Pct GB
Cincinnati 13 2 4 43 30 19 NewYork 10 3 .769 V2
NewEngland 10 3 6 36 33 23 Connecticut 12 4 750 -
Nashville 10 5 5 35 28 16 Washington 8 5 615 2%
Philadelphia 10 5 4 34 34 2 Atlanta 5 7 417 5
Columbus 9 6 4 31 38 26 Chicago 5 9 .357 6
Atlanta 7 5 8 29 37 35 Indiana 5 9 .357 6
Orlando City 7 5 7 28 25 22 WESTERN CONFERENCE
CF Montréal 8 9 2 26 20 27
D.C. United 7 8 5 26 29 26 w L Pet GB
Charlotte FC 6 8 6 24 27 35 Las Vegas 13 1 .929 -
New York 5 6 8 23 17 18 Los Angeles 7 7 .500 6
Chicago 5 6 8 23 25 28 Dallas 7 8 467 6%
NYCFC 4 7 9 21 21 26 Minnesota 5 9 .357 8
Toronto FC 3 710 19 18 26 Seattle 4 10 .286 9
Inter MiamiCF 5 13 0 15 17 28 Phoenix 2 11 .154 10%
WESTERN CONFERENCE Tuesday’s games
New York 89, Connecticut 81
W L T Pts GF GA Minnesota 104, Seattle 93
- - Dallas 77, Phoenix 62
SaintLouisSC 10 7 2 32 37 24 Wednesday’s games
LAFC 9 4 5 32 28 19 Los Angeles at Chicago
Seattle 8 7 5 29 24 18 Atlanta at Washington
Houston 8 8 3 27 24 25 Thursday’s games
San Jose 7 7 6 27 23 26 IMngiiana att quseni?tl
innesota at Seattle
Real Salt Lake 7 7 6 27 25 31 New York at Las Vegas
FC De.lllas 7 7 5 26 21 22 Friday’s games
Austin FC 7 8 4 25 24 21 \yaghington at Atlanta
Vancouver 6 5 7 25 30 23 Los Angeles at Chicago
Portland 5 8 7 22 22 27 Saturday’s games
Sporting KC 510 6 21 23 30 Connecticut at Las Vegas
Minnesota 5 7 6 21 17 24 Minnesota at Phoenix
LA Galaxy 3 9 6 15 16 29 Sunday’s games
Colorado 2 9 8 14 14 27 Los Angeles at Atlanta

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday’s games

New England at Cincinnati

New York at Columbus

Austin FC at Miami

New York City FC at CF Montréal
Chicago at Orlando City

Real Salt Lake at Toronto FC

Los Angeles FC at FC Dallas
Vancouver at Sporting Kansas City
Portland at Minnesota

D.C. United at Nashville
Colorado at Saint Louis City SC
LA Galaxy at San Jose

Houston at Seattle

Sunday’s game
Philadelphia at Atlanta
Tuesday’s games

Columbus at Miami

Toronto FC at Orlando City

D.C. United at FC Dallas

Portland at Colorado

Saint Louis City SC at LA Galaxy ppd.

Los Angeles FC at LA Galaxy

Wednesday’s game

Charlotte FC at New York City FC

Saturday, July 8

Cincinnati at Charlotte FC

New York City FC at Columbus
Miami at D.C. United

Atlanta at CF Montréal

New England at New York

Saint Louis City SC at Toronto FC
Nashville at Chicago

Sporting Kansas City at Houston
Austin FC at Minnesota

FC Dallas at Colorado

Orlando City at Real Salt Lake
Philadelphia at LA Galaxy

San Jose at Los Angeles FC
Seattle at Vancouver

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
Portland 7 2 4 25 33 18
North Carolina 7 4 2 23 19 11
OL Reign 7 4 2 23 21 15
Washington 6 2 5 23 20 16
Gotham FC 6 4 3 21 15 13
San Diego 6 5 2 20 19 15
Houston 4 3 6 18 10 10
Louisville 3 4 6 15 15 13
Angel City 3 6 4 13 16 22
Orlando 4 8 1 13 11 21
Kansas City 4 9 0 12 15 24
Chicago 3 9 1 10 17 33

Note: Three points for victory, one point

for tie.
Saturday’s games

Louisville at OL Reign

Orlando at Washington

Houston at North Carolina

San Diego at Chicago

Kansas City at Portland

Sunday’s game
Angel City at Gotham FC
Friday, July 7
OL Reign at Orlando

Kansas City at Louisville
Chicago at Houston

Saturday, July 8
Washington at San Diego
Sunday, July 9

Portland at Gotham FC
North Carolina at Angel City

Washington at Dallas
Chicago at Indiana
New York at Seattle

Easthourne International

Tuesday
At Devonshire Park Lawn Tennis Club
Eastbourne, Great Britain
Purse: Euro 723,655
Surface: Grass
Men’s Singles
Round of 32
Mackenzie McDonald, United States,
def. Marco Cecchinato, Italy, 6-3, 6-3.
Liam Broady, Britain, def. Jan Choinski,
Britain, 6-3, 6-4.
Mikael Ymer, Sweden, def. Botic Van de
Zandschulp (9), Netherlands, 3-6, 6-4, 6-2.
Maxime Cressy, United States, def. Da-
niel Elahi Galan, Colombia, 6-4, 7-5.
Zhang Zhizhen, China, def. Lorenzo So-
nego (7), Ital\Xi 7-6 (4) 6-3.
'omen’s Singles
Round of 32
Ons Jabeur (4), Tunisia, def. Jasmine
Paolini, Italy, 6-3, 6-2.
Beatriz Haddad Maia (8), Brazil, def. Ma-
l('ge) Bouzkova, Czech Republic, 3-6, 6-3, 7-6

Jelena Ostapenko, Latvia, def. Barbora
Strycova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-3.

Petra Martic, Croatia, def. Katie Boulter,
Britain, 6-4, 7-5.

Camila Giorgi, Italy, def. Heather Wat-
son, Britain, 6-3, 6-4.

CarollneGarC|a(2) France, def. Madison
Brengle, United States, 6-1, 7-5.

Coco Gauff (5), United States, def. Ber-
narda Pera, United States, 6-3,6-2.

Wang Xiyu, China, def. Rebecca Marino,
Canada, 6-4, 6-2.

Jessica Pegula (3), United States, def.
Zheng Qinwen, China, 6-3, 6-4.

Mallorca Championships

Tuesday
At Santa Ponca
Mallorca, Spain
Purse: Euro 915,630
Surface: Grass
Men’s Singles
Round of 32
Arthur Rinderknech, France, def. Albert
Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, 7-6 (0), 7-6 (3).
Constant Lestienne, France, def. Jason
Kubler, Australia, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4.
FeI|C|ano Lopez, Spaln def Max Purcell,
Australia, 6-3, 7-5.
Round of 16
Lloi/d Harris, South Africa, def. Roman
Safiullin, Russia, 7-6 (5), 6-3.
Adrian Mannarino (4), France, def. Guido
Pella, Argentina, 3-6, 7-6 (5), 6-3.
Corentin Moutet, France, def. Roberto
Carballes Baena (8) Spain, 6-3, 7-6 (4).
Pavel Kotov, Russia, def. AIeJandro Davi-
dovich Fokina (2), Spain, 2-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Bad Homburg Open

Tuesday
At Bad Homburg Tennis Club
Hamburg, Germany
Purse: $259,303
Surface: Grass
Women's Singles
Round of 16
Varvara Gracheva (8), Russia, def. Sara
Errani, Italy, 6-2, 7-5.
Emma Navarro, United States, def. Alize
Cornet, France, 7-5, 7-6 (6)
Liudmila Samsonova (2), Russia, def.
I(_‘ilr)mdézl3Noskova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-7
Rebeka Masarova, Spain, def. Bianca
Andreescu (5), Canada, 6-3, 6-2.

Tuesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

BOSTON RED SOX — Reinstated OF Alex
Verdugo from the bereavement list. Op-
tioned INF Bobby Dalbec to Worcester (IL).

DETROIT TIGERS — Sent RHP Alex Faedo
to West Michigan (ML) on a rehab assign-
ment. Placed LHP Matthew Boyd on the 60-
day IL. Placed RHP Will Vest on the 15-day
IL. Reinstated RHL Matt Manning from the
60-day IL.Recalled LHP Anthony Misiewicz
from Toledo (IL).

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Reinstated OF
Kyle Isbel from the 10-day IL.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Reinstated INF
Eduardo Escobar from the restricted list.
Optioned OF Jo Adell to Salt Lake )PCL).

MINNESOTA TWINS — Placed RHP Brock
Stewart on the 15-day IL, retroactive to
June 26. Recalled RHP Oliver Ortega from
St. Paul (IL).

SEATTLE MARINERS — Reinstated RHP
Trevor Gott from the 15-day IL. Designated
RHP Chris Flexen for assignment.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Optioned RHP Cal-
vin Faucher to Durham (IL).

National League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Recalled
RHPs Justin Martinez and Kevin Ginkel
from Reno (PCL). Placed RHP Merrill Kelly
onthe 15-day IL, retroactive to June 25. Op-
tioned LHP Joe Murphy to Reno.

ATLANTA BRAVES — Agreed to terms
with 3B Charlie Culberson and RHP Seth El-
ledge on minor league contracts.

CHICAGO CUBS — Selected the contract
of INF Jared Young from lowa (IL). Op-
tioned INF Miles Mastrobuoni to lowa.
Transferred LHP Brandon Hughes from
the 15-day IL to the 60-day IL

CINCINNATI REDS — Designated RHP
Jake Wong for assignment. Selected the
contract of RHP Alec Mills from Louisville
(IL). Sent RHP Silvino Bracho outright to
Louisville.

COLORADO ROCKIES — Selected the
contract of RHP Matt Koch from Albuquer-
que (PCL).

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Reinstated
INF Max Muncy from the 10-day IL. Op-
tioned INF Michael Busch to Oklahoma
City (PCL).

MIAMI MARLINS — Sent RHP Matt
Barnes to the Florida complex League
(FCL) on a rehab assignment.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Sent LHP Jus-
tin Wilson to the Arizona Complex League
(ACL) on a rehab assignment.

NEW YORK METS — Recalled LHP David
Peterson from Syracuse (IL). Optioned
RHP Vinny Nittoli to Syracuse.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Placed RHP Ste-
ven Wilson on the 15-day IL, retroactive to
June 25.Recalled RHP Drew Carlton from El
Paso (PCL).

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Reinstated
INF Wilmer Flores from the 10-day IL. Op-
tioned INF Isan Diaz to Sacramento (PCL).

BASKETBALL

Women’s National Basketball
Association
PHOENIX MERCURY — Signed C Alaina
Coatestoa hardshi;%_contract.
FOOTBALL

National Football League
GREEN BAY PACKERS — Signed DE Lukas
Van Ness to a rookie contract.
HOCKEY

National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Named Ryan Getzlaf
player development coordinator.

ARIZONA COYOTES — Signed F Ryan
McGregor to a one-year, two-way con-
tract.

COLORADO AVALANCHE — Traded F
Alex Newhook to Montreal in exchange for
afirst- and second-round draft pick, plus a
minor league player to be named later.

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Signed LW
Nick Foligno to a one-year contract.

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Signed RW
Trey Fix-Wolansky to a two-year, two-way
contract extension.

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Signed D Jake
Livingstone to a two-year, two-way con-
tract.

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Traded G Mack-
enzie Blackwood to San Jose in exchange
for sixth-round 2023 draft pick. Acquired F
Tyler Toffoli in a trade with Calgary in ex-
change for F Yegor Sharangovich and a
third-round pick in the 2023 draft.

ST. LOUIS BLUES — Acquired C Kevin
Hayes from Philadelphia in exchange fora
sixth-round 2024 drafté)ick.

SOCCER

Major League Soccer
COLUMBUS CREW — Loaned D Jake Mor-
ris to Loudoun United FC (USL Champion-
ship) for the remainder of the 2023 season.
Columbus retains therightto recall Morris
at any point during the MLS regular sea-

son.

MINNESOTA UNITED FC — Signed F Tee-
mu Pukki to a designated player contract
though 2025, pending receipt of his inter-
national transfer certificate (ITC) and P-1

visa.

SAN DIEGO MLS — Named Jen Bower ex-
ecutive vice president, partnerships, pre-
mium and ticketing and Mark Morris se-
nior vice president, global partnerships.

National Women’s Soccer League

SAN DIEGO WAVE FC — Signed Ds Chai
Cortez and Sydney Cummings and F Shea
connors as replacementEpIayers.

COLLEG

PROVIDENCE — Named Kelsey Christen-
sen head softball coach.

GEORGE WALKER IV/AP

NHL Draft prospect Adam Fantilli laughs Tuesday during a youth
hockey clinic with other prospects and members of the NHL Player
Inclusion Coalition on Tuesday in Nashville, Tenn.

Fantilli keeping
his options open

By TEREsA M. WALKER
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — In a dif-
ferent year, this NHL Draft might
have been considered the chase
for Adam Fantilli as the top pick
rather than the Connor Bedard
sweepstakes.

Fantilli’s got the size at 6-foot-2
and 195 pounds, and a proven abil-
ity to put the puck in the net. The
pandemic led the Canadian to the
U.S., where he became only the
third freshman to win college
hockey’s Hobey Baker player of
the year award joining Jack Ei-
chel (2015) and Hall of Famer
Paul Kariya (1993).

Whatever twists of fate might
have Fantilli headed to Anaheim
with the No. 2 pick overall or Co-
lumbus at No. 3 instead of Chicago
with the first selection Wednesday
night, the center insists he has no
regrets about what might have
been.

“You can’t really play another
game now,” Fantilli said Tuesday.
“You can’t score another goal
now. So obviously Connor’s sea-
son was phenomenal, and every-
thing he’s done up until that point
has been great. So I just want to sit
back and enjoy it as much as I
can.”

Fantilli certainly has the re-
sume.

The native of Nobleton, Ontario,
first went to the USHL and played
with the Chicago Steel in 2021. He
helped the Steel win the USHL
Clark Cup as a rookie, and Fantilli
was named the playoff MVP after
he scored eight goals with nine
points in eight games.

Fantilli was expected to move to
the OHL before a visit to Michi-
gan’s campus led him to change
paths. He made quite the impres-
sion as a freshman.

The Canadian led all U.S. col-

lege players with 65 points. He al-
so tied for the lead with 30 goals in
36 games, capping his season in
rare territory by taking home the
Hobey Baker award. He helped
the Wolverines reach the NCAA
Frozen Four, where they lost to
Quinnipiac in the semifinals.

His production is why NHL
Central Scouting ranked Fantilli
as the No. 2 North American skat-
er. Director Dan Marr noted Be-
dard has had scouts and coaches
watching him the past three years
as a potentially “generational-
type player.” Marr also believes
Fantilli will help define a fran-
chise.

“We’re in a situation here you
have Connor McDavid and Leon
Draisaitl,” Marr said, referring to
Edmonton’s star duo. “That’s Con-
nor and Adam. So you’re going to
win with both. You’re not going to
go wrong with both.”

Fantilli turns 20 in October,
while Bedard won’t be 18 until Ju-
ly 17. The experience of playing
college hockey also means that
Fantilli has experience playing
against players as old as 23 while
also living on his own, even if it
was in a dormitory.

Fantilli also met people from all
over the world he feels has helped
him mature both as a person and a
player.

Part of Fantilli’s future involves
deciding which path to take next
after he is drafted. He knows the
Anaheim Ducks have stockpiled a
lot of young talent, and the center
is seen as someone who could
make a quick and easy transition
to the NHL.

Returning to Michigan also re-
mains on the table.

“If the decision is to go back, I
know I have other areas of my
game that I can still work on and
try in college,” Fantilli said.
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NBA/WOMEN'S WORLD CUP

CHARLES Krupa/AP

76ers guard James Harden is said to be leaning toward declining his $35.6 million option on Thursday,
entering this summer as an unrestricted free agent and not returning to the 76ers for a third season.

76ers unsure of future with
Harden, Harris up in the air

By DAN GELSTON
Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — James
Harden might have side-eyed
questions this week — much like
he did in a playful reaction in his
Houston days — about his future
with the Philadelphia 76ers.

But the issue is real in Philly:
Will Harden return to the 76ers for
a third season?

All signs point to Harden declin-
ing his $35.6 million option on
Thursday and entering this sum-
mer as an unrestricted free agent.
That leaves the 2018 NBA MVP
and 10-time All-Star free to sign
with any team.

A return to the Rockets? Per-
haps, if he prioritizes cash over a
championship chase. The 76ers?
Depends. Does Harden really en-
joy playing as the second option to
NBA MVP Joel Embiid?

Plan C?

Harden might not have planned
much beyond a potential Houston
reunion or Sixers return. Philadel-
phia has the home-contract edge:
The 76ers have the right to offer
Harden a $210 million, four-year
deal, $8 million more overall than
any other team.

Houston, though, where Har-
den blossomed into a surefire Hall
of Famer, is a city that still tugs at
his heart.

Nick Nurse, hired earlier this
month to replace Doc Rivers as
coach of the 76ers, wants a shot at
coaching Harden.

“James has a decision to make,
and I'd be very happy if he came
back,” Nurse said when he was
hired.

Tobias Harris, himself in a bit of
a contract quandary this summer,
also stumped for a Harden return

as he grabbed rebounds and posed
for selfies with children Tuesday
at a Fanatics promotion.

“There’s not many guys that can
go out and drop 40 in a playoff
game. I think that goes under the
radar a little bit too much,” Harris
said. “I think James is a phenome-
nal player, somebody who works
his tail off, and somebody’s who’s
anoverall great leader. Of course I
want him back.”

Harden, who turns 34in August,
played the last few months with
nagging left Achilles soreness and
flashed only glimpses of his Hous-
ton prime. He scored 4S5 points in
Game 1 and 42 in Game 4 victories
of the Eastern Conference semifi-
nal loss against Boston, and was 0-
for-6 on threes in Game 2 and
Game 6 losses. He scored only
nine points in Game 7, and that in-
cluded going scoreless in the sec-
ond half.

Stuck in the muck of salary cap
restrictions, the 76ers have few re-
al options to replace Harden
should he sign elsewhere. Not only
that, the Sixers are fielding trade
offers for Harris, who enters the fi-
nal season of a $180-million, five-
year contract. Harris averaged
14.7 points last season, well behind
NBA scoring champ Embiid, Har-
den and Tyrese Maxey.

Torrel Harris, Tobias Harris’
father and agent, blasted the way
the 76ers have used Harris since
2018 and said on the “Business of
Sports” podcast his son was an “as-
sassin scorer.”

“I mean, they can’t stop him,”
Torrel Harris said on the podcast.
“Nobody in the league can stop
him. So he’s proven that over his
career, even when he was with the
Clippers.”

Harris has the all-important ex-
piring contract that the 76ers can
dangle as trade bait. While his dad
believed Harris is still a prime
scorer, the 76ers forward wants to
put afreeze on public negotiations.

“When I’'m a father, I’'m going to
tellmy kid he’s better than LeBron
James,” Harris said. “But I've also
told him as a dad and agent not to
speak for me when it comes to the
media. Obviously, he has his view-
point on that. But that’s not the way
I feel. I knew going into last year
what my role was and I was going
to be the fourth option offensively.
I knew that going in.”

Harris said he was “OK” with
that role and knew if the 76ers
were going to win a championship,
he would be the player to “sacri-
fice from that group.”

Sometimes, the dip in produc-
tion meant a dip in popularity.

“Trade speculation, casual Six-
ers fans, they would trade me for a
Crumbl Cookie,” he said.

The cookie certainly crumbled
for the Sixers in the playoffs,
where they were eliminated in the
second round for the third straight
season. The early exit for a team
that won 54 games marked 22 sea-
sons since the franchise reached
the Eastern Conference finals. It
cost Rivers his job.

It’s up to Nurse, who won a
championship with Toronto in
2019, to find a formula that can win
the 76ers a championship.

With or without Harden and
Harris.

“I believe we have the right tal-
ent to be a championship team,”
Harris said. “We have the right
pieces and the right culture. With a
new coach, I'm excited with what
we can bring to the table.”

Rapinoe’s new role:
leadership and more

By ANNE M. PETERSON
Associated Press

CARSON, Calif. — Megan Rapi-
noe’s role is changing as the Unit-
ed States prepares for the Wom-
en’s World Cup.

The outspoken 37-year-old
known for her Easter egg hair col-
ors and the iconic victory pose she
struck at the 2019 World Cup is the
oldest player on the team now, so
change was inevitable heading in-
to the tournament that opens in
three weeks in Australia and New
Zealand.

“She certainly is going to have
different types of minutes. But her
role, first from the leadership
standpointis soimportant, butalso
her performance on the field is ve-
ry valuable for us,” said coach
Vlatko Andonovski.

Rapinoe has been nursing an ap-
parent calf injury she suffered on
June 10 while playing for her club
team, OL Reign, in the National
Women’s Soccer League. But she’s
not expecting it to hold her back.

“Itwas quite minor, not amazing
timing, but such is life for an ath-
lete. It’s nothing I'm worried about
for the start of the tournament,”
Rapinoe said Tuesday at the
team’s media day. “Wehave alittle
bit of time and and we’ll have quite
a bit of time down in New Zealand
before we actually get going. I'm
feeling good, training is going well
and looking forward to getting
back out there.”

Rapinoe, whose hair is a bright
teal blue now, hasn’t played for the
Reign since the injury, likely out of
caution. Her Reign teammate,
midfielder Rose Lavelle, has also
been held out since April because
of a knee injury.

When he announced his roster
for the World Cup last week, Ando-
novski said he expects both Rapi-
noe and Lavelle to play when the
United States hosts Wales in San
Jose on July 9, before the team de-
parts for its camp in New Zealand.

Rapinoe has long been a critical
part of the team.

At the 2019 World Cup in
France, Rapinoe scored six goals
and three assists and claimed the
Golden Boot and the Golden Ball
for the best overall player.

Rapinoe first played for the U.S.
senior team in 2006. She has won
two Women’s World Cup titles and
an Olympic gold medal with the
United States. She also took home
the Ballon d’Or and the Best FIFA
Women’s Player awards — the
game’s top individual honors—for
her play in 2019.

“First, she’s an amazing player,
so on the field you already know
where the level needs to be and
stuff like that. And off the field,
she’s so funny and makes me feel
comfortable even though like I'm
so young and she’s, like, much ol-
der than me,” said forward Alyssa
Thompson, at 18 the youngest
player on the roster.

“She just makes me feel like I'm
supposed to be here, too. Her not
treating me differently and just
like keeping that high energy
makes me feel really comfortable
and like happy in the environ-
ment,” Thompson added.

The U.S. squad will need Rapi-
noe’s experience and leadership.
The team has 14 players on the ros-
ter who are making their World
Cup debuts. The United States
kicks off the tournament in Auck-
land with a match against Vietnam
on July 21.

“It’s obviously a little different
butthe vibeis still the same,” Rapi-
noe said. “Just wanting to con-
stantly strive for whatever the
nextthingis. Thisis not ateam that
does any resting on its laurels, it’s
always about the next game, the
nexttype of progress we can make,
the next thing we can fight for,
where we can use our platform,
and how we continue on the field to
be the absolutely best team that we
possibly can.”

AsHLEY Lanpis/AP

Megan Rapinoe speaks to reporters during the Women’s World Cup
media day for the United States Women’s National Team on Tuesday.
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Nimmo, Peterson lift slumping Mets

Associated Press

NEW YORK — The slumping
New York Mets did theirbesttoen-
sure team owner Steve Cohen had
a good result before his planned
state-of-the-team press confe-
rence.

Brandon Nimmo homered twice
and David Peterson threw six
scoreless innings in his return to
the majors on Tuesday night as the
Mets beat the Milwaukee Brewers
7-2, hours after Cohen announced
plans to speak to the press
Wednesday for the first time since
opening day.

The Mets won for the third time
in 10 games and for the sixth time
in 22 games.

Cohen grabbed everyone’s at-
tention earlier Tuesday when he
tweeted: “I will be doing a press
conference tomorrow before the
game. You will get it from me
straight.”

Hours later, general manager
Billy Eppler — who built the team
that began the season with a rec-
ord $355 million payroll — held a
rare press conference in the Mets’
dugout before the game.

“We know we have all the piec-
es, it’s just putting it together,”
Nimmo said. “Obviously, Billy put
this team together for areason. He
believesinitand we believe initas
well. But we just need to put the
pieces together this season.

“This is a great start, but by no
means is this like all things are
fixed.”

Nimmo opened the fourth with a
422-foot homer, the first of four by
the Mets. Francisco Lindor hit his
200th career homer with one out
and Nimmo hit a 396-foot, two-run
homer just beyond the left-center
field fence in the fifth. It was the
third career multi-homer game for
Nimmo.

Tommy Pham had an RBI dou-
ble in the sixth, when Daniel Vo-
gelbach hit a two-run homer.

Dodgers 5, Rockies O: Clayton
Kershaw carried a no-hitter into
the sixth inning, J.D. Martinez ho-
mered twice to reach 300 for his
career, and visiting Los Angeles
blanked Colorado.

Kershaw (10-4) gave up one hit
and faced the minimum in six in-
nings, throwing only 79 pitches.
He struck out two. He got the first
two batters in the sixth before
Brenton Doyle looped a 2-2 curve-
ball between third and short toend
hisno-hitbid. Evan Phillips picked
up his 11th save.

Martinez hit a two-run shot in
the third and led off the sixth with
his 18th homer of the season.

Diamondbacks 8, Rays 4: Cor-
bin Carroll and Christian Walker
hit back-to-back homers in a five-
run first, Evan Longoria also ho-
mered against his former team
and host Arizona beat Tampa Bay.
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FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP

The Mets’ Brandon Nimmo, right, celebrates with teammate Francisco Lindor after hitting a two-run home
run during the fifth inning against the Milwaukee Brewers on Tuesday. Nimmo homered twice.

Ketel Marte also homered for
the Rays, who still have the best
record in the big leagues at 54-28,
but have lost six of their last nine
games.

The D-backs scored five runs in
the first off Rays starter Taj Bra-
dley. Carroll hit a three-run homer
tocenter and Walker followed with
a solo homer to left field. Gabriel
Moreno’s sacrifice fly made it S5-0.

Athletics 2, Yankees 1: Paul
Blackburn pitched into the sixth
inning, allowing one run on Josh
Donaldson’s homerin his return to
the lineup in host Oakland’s win
over New York.

The slumping Donaldson con-
nected in the fifth in his first action
since Friday, but that was it for
New York.

Seth Brown homered for the
second consecutive day as the last-
place A’s beat the Yankees for the
first time this season after they
were swept in a three-game series
in the Bronx in May.

Braves 6, Twins 2: Ronald Acu-
fia Jr. hit two of Atlanta’s five hom-
ers — all in the first two innings —
in a win over visiting Minnesota.

Acuna sparked the barrage of
long balls by hitting Ryan’s first
pitch into the Braves’ bullpen in
right field. The Braves lead the
majors with 146 homers. They hit
five homers in their first 10 at-bats
in winning their fourth straight
game and 12th in 13 outings.

Austin Riley hit a two-run shot
and Sean Murphy also hit a homer
in the Braves’ four-run first in-
ning. Michael Harris IT and Acuna
added back-to-back shots in the
second. Bryce Elder (6-1) over-
came four walks to allow two runs
in six innings, leaving his NL-lead-
ing ERA at 2.44.

Giants 3, Blue Jays 0: Thairo
Estrada had a two-run double and
scored a run, Alex Wood and three
relievers combined on an eight-

hitter as visiting San Francisco
won for the 13th time in 1S games
and improved to10-0 on the road in
June.

After opener Ryan Walker
pitched the first, Wood (3-2) fol-
lowed with five-plus innings, al-
lowing five hits. He walked none
and struck out seven.

Marlins 10, Red Sox 1: Bryan
De La Cruz hit a two-run homer,
Jean Segura added a solo shot and
visiting Florida banged out 19 hits
and beat Boston for its fourth win
in five games.

Jazz  Chisholm contributed
three RBIs in his return from a 38-
game absence with a right turf toe
injury.

Luis Arraez struck out for the
first time since June 14. He had a
single and RBI double to extend
his hitting streak to 10 games. He
went 2-for-S and his batting aver-
age stayed at .399.

Cardinals 4, Astros 2: Jordan
Montgomery pitched six-hit ball
into the seventh inning in his sec-
ond straight win, and host St. Louis
beat Houston.

Paul DeJong homered for the
Cardinals and Nolan Arenado had
two hits, including an RBI double
in the first meeting between the
teams since July 2019.

Pirates 9, Padres 4: Nick Gon-
zales homered and tripled in his
first home game at PNC Park, and
Pittsburgh beat San Diego.

Gonzales tripled in the second
inning for his first major league hit
and poked a 442-foot solo homer in
the seventh. Carlos Santana had
three hits, including his seventh
homer of the season.

Phillies 5, Cubs 1: Brandon
Marsh homeredtwice and drovein
three runs, helping visiting Phila-
delphiabeat Chicago forits second
straight win.

Lefty Ranger Suarez (2-2)
pitched four-hitball into the eighth

inning in a game played in a strong
smoky haze caused by Canadian
wildfires. He was charged with
one run and struck out eight in 7%
innings.

Guardians 2, Royals 1: Gavin
Williams held Kansas City to one
hit through seven innings in his
second major league start, Will
Brennan hit a two-run double in
the ninth inning, and visiting Cle-
veland rallied for the victory.

Williams, Cleveland’s top pitch-
ing prospect, struck out six,
walked one and needed only 92
pitches to get through seven in-
nings.

Guardians manager Terry
Franconamissed the game. He felt
ill earlier Tuesday and was taken
to a hospital to be evaluated be-
cause of his medical history.

Rangers 8, Tigers 3: Ezequiel
Duran’s solo home run into the
second deck in left sparked a five-
run eighth inning as host Texas
topped Detroit.

After Duran’s 10th homer of the
season, Texas pulled away with
RBI hits by Corey Seager and
Nathaniel Lowe, and Adolis Gar-
cia’s two-run homer, all off Antho-
ny Misiewicz.

Reds 3, Orioles 1: Andrew Ab-
bott struck out eight and Matt
McLain and TJ Friedl homered in
visiting Cincinnati’s win over Bal-
timore in a game delayed for 1
hour, 43 minutes by rain after the
seventh inning.

McLain also hit an RBI double
for the Reds, who had dropped
three in a row following a 12-game
winning streak.

Nationals 7, Mariners 4, 11:
Jordan Weems worked out of a
bases-loaded, none-out jam in the
10th inning against the heart of
Seattle’s order and Lane Thomas
hit a two-run double in the 11th to
give visiting Washington the victo-
ry.

Scoreboard

American League
East Division
w L Pct GB

Tampa Bay 54 28 .659 _
Baltimore 48 30 .615 4
New York 43 36 544 9%
Toronto 43 37 .538 10
Boston 40 40 .500 13

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Minnesota 40 41 494 _
Cleveland 38 40 .487 123
Detroit 34 44 436 4%
Chicago 34 47 420 6
Kansas City 22 57 .278 17

West Division
w L Pct GB

Texas 48 31 .608 _
Los Angeles 44 37 543 5
Houston 42 37 532 6
Seattle 38 40 487 9%
Oakland 21 60 .259 28
National League
East Division

W L Pct GB
Atlanta 52 27 .658 _
Miami 46 34 575 62
Philadelphia 41 37 526 102
New York 36 43 .456 16
Washington 31 48 .392 21

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Cincinnati 42 38 .525 _
Milwaukee 41 38 .519 V2
Chicago 37 40 481 3%
Pittsburgh 36 42 .462 5
St. Louis 33 45 .423 8

West Division
w L Pct GB

Arizona 48 32 .600 _
San Francisco 45 34 570 2%
Los Angeles 44 34 564 3
San Diego 37 42 468 10%2
Colorado 31 50 .383 17%

Monday’s games

Atlanta 4, Minnesota 1

Baltimore 10, Cincinnati 3

Detroit 7, Texas 2

L.A. Angels 2, Chicago White Sox 1
Seattle 8, Washington 4
Milwaukee 2, N.Y. Mets 1

Tuesday’s games

Miami 10, Boston 1

Cincinnati 3, Baltimore 1

San Francisco 3, Toronto 0
Atlanta 6, Minnesota 2

St. Louis 4, Houston 2

Cleveland 2, Kansas City 1

Texas 8, Detroit 3

Arizona 8, Tampa Bay 4

Oakland 2, N.Y. Yankees 1

L.A. Angels 4, Chicago White Sox 2
Washington 7, Seattle 4, 11 innings
Pittsburgh 9, San Diego 4

N.Y. Mets 7, Milwaukee 2
Philadelphia 5, Chicago Cubs 1
L.A. Dodgers 5, Colorado 0

Wednesday’s games

Minnesota at Atlanta
Washington at Seattle
Cincinnati at Baltimore

San Francisco at Toronto
Miami at Boston

Houston at St. Louis

Detroit at Texas

Cleveland at Kansas City
Chicago White Sox at L.A. Angels
N.Y. Yankees at Oakland
Tampa Bay at Arizona

San Diego at Pittsburgh
Milwaukee at N.Y. Mets
Philadelphia at Chicago Cubs
L.A. Dodgers at Colorado

Thursday’s games

Detroit (Olson 1-2) at Texas (Gray 6-3)

Cleveland (Bieber 5-5) at Kansas City
(Greinke 1-8)

N.Y. Yankees (Schmidt 2-6) at Oakland
(Kaprielian 2-6)

Tampa Bay (Chirinos 3-3) at Arizona
(TBD)

Chicago White Sox (Lynn 4-8) at L.A. An-
gels (Sandoval 4-6)

Miami (Luzardo 6-5) at Boston (Bello 5-4)

San Francisco (TBD) at Toronto (TBD)

Houston (France 2-3) at St. Louis (TBD)

San Diego (Musgrove 6-2) at Pittsburgh
(Ortiz 2-3)

Milwaukee (Houser 2-2) at N.Y. Mets
(Scherzer 7-2

Philadelphia (Walker 8-3) at Chicago
Cubs (Hendricks 3-2)

L.A. Dodgers (Sheehan 1-0) at Colorado
(Anderson 0-2)

Calendar

July 9-11 — Amateur draft, Seattle
July 10 — Home Run Derby, Seattle
July 11 — All-Star Game, Seattle
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Ohtani strikes out 10, dazzles at plate

Angels pitcher adds two home runs
while helping shut down White Sox

By JoE REEDY
Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Shohei Oh-
tani’s combination of power and
pitching is unmatched by any
player in baseball.

On Tuesday, the superstar from
Japan used them to accomplish
something that had not been done
by an American League pitcher in
nearly 60 years.

Ohtani hit two homers and
struck out 10 Chicago batters in
the Los Angeles Angels’ 4-2 victo-
ry over the White Sox, adding an-
other extraordinary performance
in what has been one of his best
months since coming to the ma-
jors in 2018.

“We’re seeing things every day
that we’ve never seen before and
you try not to take it for granted. I
don’t think many of us do,” man-
ager Phil Nevin said.

Ohtani, who leads the majors
with 28 home runs, hit solo shots in
the first and seventh innings, the
first time he has gone deep twice
while also pitching. The second
blast came after he threw 6% in-
nings, but came out because of a
cracked fingernail.

“It was a small crack before the
game and gradually got worse. 1
came out of the game before it got
too bad so the plan is to go on
schedule,” Ohtani said through his
interpreter.

The last AL player before Ohta-
ni to hit at least two homers and
strike out at least 10 was Cleve-
land’s Pedro Ramos on July 31,
1963. That came in the nightcap of

Push: Last year's World

FROM PAGE 24

World Series was the first since
1950 without a U.S.-born Black
player.

There are tangible reasons to
believe the percentage of Black
players might go up soon.

Four of the first five players
picked in last summer’s amateur
draft were Black for the first time
ever. Those four were among the
hundreds who had participated in
diversity initiatives such as the
MLB Youth Academy, DREAM
Series and the Reviving Baseball
in Inner Cities (RBI) program.
MLB has also pledged $150 mil-
lion in a 10-year partnership with
the Players Alliance. The nonprof-
it organization of current and for-
mer players works to increase
Black involvement at all levels.

Many of those programs started
several years ago, and the younger
participants are starting to hit
draft-eligible age.

DID YOU KNOW?

The last American League player to
hit at least two homers and strike
out at least 10 was Cleveland’s
Pedro Ramos on July 31, 1963.
That came in the nightcap of a
doubleheader against the Angels.

SOURCE: Associated Press

a doubleheader against the An-
gels.

It has been done four other
times in the majors: by Balti-
more’s Milt Pappas (1961), Phila-
delphia’s Rick Wise (1971), San
Francisco’s Madison Bumgarner
(2017) and Arizona’s Zack
Greinke (2019).

“The first one came in a good
spot to give us the lead. The sec-
ond one gave us an insurance
run,” Ohtani said.

Ohtani (7-3) struck out at least
10 for the sixth time in 16 starts
and allowed one run on four hits
and two walks. He leads the ma-
jors in opponent batting average
(.180) and is third in strikeouts
with 127.

Ohtani’s 3.02 ERA nearly mir-
rors his batting average, which is
.304 after he went 3-for-3 with a
walk.

“He’s extremely talented. He’s
probably the best player in the
game. He was tough to hit and he’s
tough to pitch to,” Chicago manag-
er Pedro Grifol said.

The last AL starting pitcher to
hit multiple home runs was Bos-
ton’s Sonny Siebert on Sept. 2,
1971, against Baltimore. The des-

6.2

Percentage of Black U.S. players on
MLB opening day rosters, down from
last year's record low of 7.2%.

SOURCE: Associated Press

Rose isamong them. He said the
diversity initiatives didn’t just
provide exposure to scouts, but al-
so opened a vital pipeline for mi-
nority players to connect, share
experiences and see faces similar
to their own. The catcher said that
Black former MLB players and
coaches were also in attendance at
many of the tournaments, provid-
ing role models. He cited Reds
pitcher Hunter Greene as a big in-
fluence.

“Imet most of my best friends at
those camps,” Rose said. “Just be-
ing able to see people your color
playing the game, being able to re-

MaRk J. TERRILL/AP

Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Shohei Ohtani delivers during the seventh inning of Tuesday’s game
against the Chicago White Sox in Anaheim, Calif. Ohtani struck out 10 and hit two home runs.

ignated hitter was introduced to
the league two years later.

“Every game somehow seems
to get even crazier watching him
play,” catcher Chad Wallach said.
“To watch him pitch like that and
then go hit two homers, it some-
how still surprises you every
time.”

Mike Moustakas had two hits
and an RBI in his second start
since being acquired from Colora-
do Saturday night.

Carlos Estevez picked up his
20th save despite allowing the first
four White Sox batters to reach in
the ninth and giving up an RBI sin-
gle to Andrew Vaughn. Estevez
then struck out Seby Zavala and

induced a game-ending double-
play grounder from Elvis Andrus.

Eloy Jimenez had three hits for
the White Sox, who have dropped
four of six. Gavin Sheets had an
RBI single in the seventh inning.

Ohtani drove a 95 mph fastball
from Michael Kopech (3-7) in the
first 418 feet into the elevated
stands in right-center. It was the
ninth time in his career and fourth
time this season he homered while
also on the mound.

His homer to right-center off
Touki Toussaint in the seventh
was his fourth homer in five
games, extended the Halos’ ad-
vantage to 3-1 and gave Ohtani his
third multi-homer game this sea-

son. Ohtani has 13 homers this
month, which ties the franchise
record for June.

Ohtani, who also had 13 home
runs in June 2021, shares that
mark with Albert Pujols (2015)
and Tim Salmon (1996).

The Angels extended their lead
to 2-0 in the fourth. Luis Rengifo
hit a one-out triple into the right-
field corner and scored two bat-
ters later on David Fletcher’s
grounder.

“I feel like we’re in a really good
spot right now. We played a good
game last night and tonight ob-
viously. We need to stack up as
many wins as possible going into
the All-Star break,” Ohtani said.

Series had no US-born Black players

late to them, that’s been impor-
tant.”

Homer Bush Jr. — whose dad
played in the big leagues for seven
seasons for the Blue Jays, Yan-
kees and Marlins — said baseball
is also doing a better job of being
social media savvy. The outfielder
just finished his junior season in
college at Grand Canyon.

Bush said it’s important that
baseball portrays itself as a fun
sport. Baseball’s trend of elabo-
rate celebrations for home runs
and big hits — like Pittsburgh’s
swashbuckling routine —is a good
start.

He also said he believes having
more Black players in the big
leagues should create a snowball
effect that brings more young mi-
nority players into the game.

“I could talk about it for hours,”
Bush said. “But I feel like one of
the biggest things is just represen-
tation. I had a dad who played in

the big leagues, so I had someone
to look up to and admire. But most
guys — when you click on MLB
Network or ESPN — there’s not a
ton of Black baseball players.”

Of course, there are other varia-
bles to getting more minority
players to the big leagues — main-
ly money and time.

Simply put, developing a big-
league ballplayer is usually ex-
pensive. There’s the equipment,
the costs of joining a travel team
and the pricey individual instruc-
tion that is sometimes needed —
expenses than can easily total
thousands of dollars per year.
There’s also the time commit-
ment: weekends completely filled
with two and sometimes three
games each day.

Karin Rose, Zion’s mom, said
she was fortunate that she has a
job as a school nurse, which al-
lowed her to travel with Zion dur-
ing much of the summer baseball

season while Shaun worked at his
barber shop. Money wasn’t a huge
problem, because both had good
jobs and some family members
chipped in.

Zion took the additional step of
transferring from Brother Rice
High School in Chicago to IMG
Academy in Florida for his senior
season, so he could take advantage
of the facilities and year-round
baseball weather. He’s ranked by
MLB.com as the 144th best pros-
pectin this year’s draft, projecting
for roughly the fifth round, where
the recommended signing bonus
is around $400,000.

“We understood the sacrifice,
but it was Zion’s will to be a great
player that put us in this position,”
Karin Rose said. “We’ve been re-
ally blessed with travel ball, lots of
support from friends and family.”

AP sports writers Aaron Beard and Will Graves
contributed to this report.
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Uncertain future

Sixers in a bit of a quandary with Harden,
Harris deals still unresolved » NBA, Page 21

Push for inclusion

Baseball hopes new efforts bring more Black US players

By Davip BRANDT
Associated Press

PHOENIX
ion Rose is well aware that the
percentage of Black U.S.
players in Major League Base-
ball has been on the decline for

decades.

But the 18-year-old catcher from Chi-
cago, still sweaty from a workout during
MLB’s Draft Combine this week at
Chase Field in Phoenix, said he’s got
some news: That’s not going to be the
case for long.

Grand Canyon outfielder Homer Bush Jr., the son of a major leaguer, says it’s important that baseball portrays itself as a fun sport.

“You’ll see,” he said. “We’re starting
to come through.”

Rose was one of more than 300
players of all backgrounds in Phoenix
this week to take part in the combine,
which featured workouts, interviews
and games in an effort to showcase
some of the game’s best amateur talent
at the high school and college levels be-
fore July’s draft. MLB said that approxi-
mately 15% of the players in the show-
case were Black.

The hope is that the next Aaron
Judge, Mookie Betts or Andrew

McCutchen will be in that bunch. Pos-
sibly several.

A recent study from The Institute
for Diversity and Ethics in Sport
at Central Florida found Black
U.S. players represented just
6.2% of players on MLB opening
day rosters, down from last year’s
previous record low of 7.2%. Both
figures are the lowest recorded in
the study since it began in 1991, when
18% of players were Black. Last year’s

SEE PUSH ON PAGE 23

Rick ScuTeri/AP

Michigan’s Fantilli hasn’t ruled out return. wu.rex II'"“'"""II'"”"!'!'AII



