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 BY JOSH BOAK

Associated Press

President Donald Trump paid just $750 in fed-
eral income taxes the year he ran for president 
and in his first year in the White House, accord-
ing to a report in The New York Times.

Trump, who has fiercely guarded his tax filings 
and is the only president in modern times not to 
make them public, paid no federal income taxes 
in 10 of the past 15 years.

The details of the tax filings published Sun-
day complicate Trump’s description of himself 

ILLUSTRATION BASED ON AP PHOTOS BY NOGA AMI-RAV/Stars and Stripes

President Donald Trump speaks Sunday at the White House after a report alleged he paid $750 in federal income taxes in 2016 and 2017.

 BY CAITLIN DOORNBOS 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Though the fall semester 
for Defense Department schools 
began more than a month ago, 
students of the four base schools 
here on Monday returned to the 
classroom for the first time in 
more than six months. 

Freshman Emma Snyder, 15, 
posed for a faux first-day-of-
school photo with her siblings at 

about 7:30 
a.m. before 
heading into 
Kinnick High 
School. 

While stu-
dents at Kinn-
ick, Yokosuka 
Middle and 
Sullivans 
and Ikego 
Elementary 
schools began 
remote learn-
ing on Aug. 

24, they hadn’t been taught on 
campus since the coronavirus 
pandemic closed U.S. schools on 
military bases across Japan on 
March 19. 

“Now I get to actually meet my 
friends and hang out with them,” 
Emma said. 

The Department of Defense 
Education Activity requires 
all bases under Health Protec-
tion Condition-Charlie, which 
indicates a substantial risk of 
the coronavirus spreading, or 
higher to close their school build-
ings and instead provide online 
instruction.  

Yokosuka was under condition 
Charlie in August when school 
began but moved to condition 
Bravo, a moderate risk, on Sept. 
14. Teachers and administrators 
spent the following two weeks pre-
paring for the return to in-person 
instruction, DODEA Pacific East 
Superintendent Judy Allen said in 
a letter to parents a day later. 
SEE DODEA ON PAGE 7 

More DODEA 
students return 
to class as virus 
threat eases

PACIFIC

RELATED: Tax revelation could tarnish image that fueled Trump’s rise Page 10

According to NY Times report, Trump paid IRS $750 in 2016, 2017 
Tax bombshell

IRS figures 
indicate that the 
average tax filer 
paid roughly 
$12,200 in 2017, 
about 15 times 
more than what 
the president paid.

as a shrewd and patriotic businessman, revealing 
instead a series of financial losses and income 
from abroad that could come into conflict with 
his responsibilities as president. The president’s 
financial disclosures indicated he earned at least 
$434.9 million in 2018, but the tax filings reported 
a $47.4 million loss.

The tax filings also illustrate how a reputed bil-
lionaire could pay little to nothing in taxes, while 
someone in the middle class could pay substantial-
ly more than him. Roughly half of Americans pay

SEE TAX ON PAGE 10 

‘ Now I get 
to actually 
meet my 
friends 
and hang 
out with 
them. ’
Emma Snyder

Kinnick High School
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Military rates
Euro costs (Sept. 29) ............................ $1.14
Dollar buys (Sept. 29).......................€0.8356
British pound (Sept. 29) ...................... $1.26
Japanese yen (Sept. 29) ....................103.00
South Korean won (Sept. 29) ........1,144.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3769
British pound .....................................$1.2868
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.3373
China (Yuan) ........................................6.8149
Denmark (Krone) ................................6.3798
Egypt (Pound) .................................... 15.7811
Euro ........................................ $1.1671/0.8569
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7501
Hungary (Forint) ................................. 312.79
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4601
Japan (Yen) ...........................................105.52
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.3063
Norway (Krone) ...................................9.4882
Philippines (Peso).................................48.51
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.92
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7508
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.3739
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,169.69

Switzerland (Franc)............................0.9273
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 31.66
Turkey (Lira) ......................................... 7.7768
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.25
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.09
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.10
30-year bond  ........................................... 1.40
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Amazon plans fall Prime Day to spur holiday sales
 BY JOSEPH PISANI

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Amazon is aim-
ing to kickstart the holiday shop-
ping season early this year.

The company is holding its an-
nual Prime Day over two days in 
October this year, after the pan-
demic forced it to postpone the 
sales event from July. It’s the first 
time Prime Day is being held in 
the fall, and Amazon is position-
ing it as a way to get people to 
start their holiday shopping.

Even before Amazon’s an-
nouncement Monday, major re-
tailers have said they plan to 
push shoppers to start their holi-
day shopping in October and offer 
deals earlier, hoping to avoid 
crowds in their stores in Novem-
ber and December.

Prime Day, which will run 
from Oct. 13 to Oct. 14 this year, 
is sure to put pressure on rivals 
to offer deals around the same 
time. In past years, Walmart, 
Best Buy and Target have offered 
their own online discounts during 

Prime Day.
Amazon started the sales event 

in 2015 as its answer to Singles’ 
Day, a shopping holiday in China 
popularized by Chinese ecom-
merce company Alibaba. Prime 
Day has become one of Amazon’s 
biggest shopping days, since it of-
fers some of its deepest discounts 
of the year.

Amazon also sees it as a way 
to get more people to sign up for 
its Prime membership, since only 
those paying $12.99 a month or 
$119 a year can access the deals.  
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 BY KIM GAMEL

Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — Tours 
to the truce village that straddles 
the border with North Korea, 
which have been closed for about 
a year due to concerns about Af-
rican swine fever and the coro-
navirus, may resume soon, the 
U.S.-led United Nations Com-
mand said Monday.

The Joint Security Area is 
the only point in the buffer zone 
that divides the peninsula where 
North Korean and U.N. troops 
come face to face.

Tours to the area, which is in 
the heart of the Demilitarized 
Zone and includes the iconic blue 
building where the armistice that 
ended the 1950-53 Korean War 
was signed, have been extremely 
popular.

Authorities began limiting ci-
vilian access to the JSA and other 
points in the 155-mile long, 2.5-
mile wide DMZ in September 
2019 to prevent the spread of Af-
rican swine fever after wild boars 
were found dead with the disease. 
The coronavirus pandemic fur-
ther complicated efforts to re-
open the area.

Citing “the successful contain-
ment efforts and the reduced 
number of infected swine in the 
region,” the command said it has 
agreed with the South Korean 
government that the area may be 
reopened.

Gen. Robert Abrams, who 
leads the U.N. Command and U.S. 
Forces Korea, has authorized the 

resumption of tours as part of its 
education and orientation pro-
gram at the JSA, according to a 
press release.

The U.N. Command, which 
oversees the area under terms 
of the armistice that ended the 
1950-53 Korean War, said it is 
preparing for the formal restart 
including the implementation 

of coronavirus prevention mea-
sures and will soon announce 
the reopening date to the general 
public.

“UNC will continue to work 
with the [South Korean govern-
ment] as they monitor African 
swine fever and COVID-19 condi-
tions to ensure all necessary mit-
igation measures are in place to 

preserve the health and safety,” 
of visitors, the command said. 
COVID-19 is the respiratory dis-
ease caused by the coronavirus.

Panmunjom has played a key 
role in inter-Korean peace ne-
gotiations and U.S.-led efforts to 
persuade the North to abandon its 
nuclear weapons program.

It was the site of a historic inter-

Korean summit in 2018 as well as 
an impromptu meeting between
President Donald Trump and
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un last year when Trump became 
the first sitting U.S. president to 
step into the communist state.

gamel.kim@stripes.com
Twitter: @kimgamel

 BY CHRISTIAN LOPEZ

Stars and Stripes 

The USS Delbert D. Black, the 
Navy’s newest destroyer, entered 
service Saturday, more than a 
year after being damaged in a 
shipyard collision.

The Black, the 68th Arleigh-
Burke class destroyer, is the first 
destroyer commissioned by the 
Navy this year. The ceremony at 
Port Canaveral, Fla., was kept 
small and private, like many other 
Navy ceremonies this year, due to 
coronavirus restrictions.

The destroyer is named for 
former Master Chief Petty Offi-
cer of the Navy Delbert D. Black, 
the first to hold that rank, and is 
equipped with the Aegis air-and-
missile defense system. It’s the 
32nd vessel of its class built by 
Ingalls Shipbuilding, according 

to a company press release.
The next stop for the Black 

is its new homeport, just up the 
coast at Mayport Naval Station, 
Jacksonville, Fla.

Ima Black, Master Chief Black’s 
widow and a Navy veteran, gave 
the first order to “man our ship 
and bring her to life,” as sponsor.

The principal speaker for the 
ceremony was Master Chief Petty 
Officer of the Navy Russell Smith. 
Secretary of the Navy Kenneth J. 
Braithwaite also spoke.

“Commissioning a ship after 
the first Master Chief Petty Offi-
cer of the Navy is an honor without 
equal,” Braithwaite said during 
the ceremony, according to the 
Navy. “The Navy has always been 
and will always be indelibly in-
fluenced by the leadership of our 
senior enlisted sailors epitomized 
by Delbert Black.” 

In March 2019, the Delbert D. 
Black had completed its accep-
tance trials from Ingalls’ ship-
yard in Pascagoula, Miss., when a 
heavy-lift vessel, the M/V Hawk, 
delivering a floating dry dock, 
struck a testing barge alongside 
it, according to USNI News. 

The barge in turn collided 
with and damaged the destroyer, 
which took on water, according to 
a statement from Huntington In-
galls Industries, the shipbuilders’ 
parent company.

The collision delayed the de-
stroyer’s entry into service by 
nearly a year. The warship had 
been launched in 2017.

The 510-foot-long Black will 
be homeported alongside the 
destroyers USS Farragut, USS 
Lassen, USS The Sullivans, USS 
Thomas Hudner and USS Paul 
Ignatius. 

Prior to the Black, the Paul 
Ignatius, commissioned in July 
2019, most recently entered the 
Navy inventory. Ingalls has four 
more destroyers under construc-
tion and won a $936 million con-
tract for a fifth in June, according 
to an Ingalls news release.

Black was a World War II vet-
eran who managed to survive the 
attack on Pearl Harbor and even-
tually reached the highest pos-
sible enlisted rank, master chief 
petty officer of the Navy.

Black defined the senior enlist-
ed adviser position, established in 
the Navy in 1967, during the Viet-
nam War. He retired in 1971 after 
30 years of naval service and 
died March 5, 2000. He is buried 
at Arlington National Cemetery, 
Va., according to Naval History 
and Heritage Command.

“Master Chief Black fought for 

increased sea-pay, family support 
programs, expanded uniform
guidance and a host of other is-
sues that improved the quality of 
life of not only junior enlisted, but
all sailors and officers,” Braith-
waite said, according to the Navy.
“By making life better for sailors, 
he made our Navy stronger for us
all.”
lopez.christian@stripes.com
Twitter: CLopez_Stripes
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The Korean harvest fes-
tival Chuseok will delay de-
livery of Stars and Stripes 
in South Korea between 
Sept. 30 to Oct. 2.

Note to readers

MILITARY

New Navy destroyer named for former top enlistee, Pearl Harbor survivor

Tours to N. Korea border village may resume soon

 Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea sent home the remains 
of 117 Chinese soldiers killed in 
the 1950-53 Korean War, with a 
ceremony on Sunday attended 
by Chinese and United Nations 
Command officials.

It was the seventh such repatri-
ation ceremony since China and 
South Korea agreed on the return 
of Chinese remains in 2014. In all, 
716 sets of remains have been re-
turned, the foreign ministry said.

Communist Chinese forces 
fought on behalf of North Korea 
against the U.S.-backed South in 

the war, which ended in an ar-
mistice after the sides failed to 
agree on a peace treaty.

The ministry said 103 sets of 
remains returned Sunday were 
excavated last year from Ar-
rowhead Ridge, a former battle-
ground inside the Demilitarized 
Zone, a buffer zone that divides 

the peninsula. Others were found 
elsewhere in South Korea.

“Our government will continue 
to repatriate the remains of Chi-
nese troops that will be found in 
the future, and make efforts for 
the development of future-orient-
ed relations between Beijing and 
Seoul,” the foreign ministry said.

The ceremony was held at 
Incheon International Airport
near Seoul.

More than 7,500 American 
troops also remain missing from
the war, most believed to have 
been lost in North Korea.

news@stripes.com

S. Korea repatriates remains of Chinese soldiers killed in Korean War

MATTHEW KEELER/Stars and Stripes

A South Korean soldier stands in front of the Military Demarcation Line in the Joint Security Area  in 2019. A North Korean tour group can 
be seen on the roof of the building in the background.
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Carrier-launched airstrikes hit ISIS targets in Iraq
BY CHAD GARLAND

Stars and Stripes

 For the first time in over two 
years, carrier-launched U.S. 
aircraft conducted an airstrike 
against Islamic State targets in 
support of Operation Inherent 
Resolve, the global coalition bat-
tling the terrorist group in Iraq 
and Syria.

A pair of Navy F/A-18F Super 
Hornets from Carrier Air Wing 
17, embarked on the USS Nimitz, 
conducted the strikes on Sept. 
23, Cmdr. Rebecca Rebarich, a 
spokeswoman for the Bahrain-
based 5th Fleet, confirmed via 
email on Monday.

“The last such strike was 
by USS Theodore Roosevelt in 
[March] 2018,” said Rebarich, 
who said the Super Hornets’ 
strike last Wednesday was car-
ried out in Iraq.

A coalition strike that day, 
coordinated with the Iraqi mili-
tary, took out a cave and three 
shelters used as ISIS hideouts in 
Iraq’s Wadi al-Shai, a rural area 
in Kirkuk province, Inherent 
Resolve spokesman Army Col. 
Wayne Marotto said Thursday on 

Twitter.
“Daesh operatives will continue 

to try and take advantage of safe 
havens, but there is no safe place 
for terrorists to hide,” he said.

On Monday, Marotto confirmed 
to Stars and Stripes by email that 
the strike was carried out by the 
Navy jets from the Nimitz.

While there had been no car-
rier-launched strikes before last 
week for about 30 months, air-
craft embarked on amphibious 
landing ships in the region have 
conducted strikes during that 
time, Rebarich said.

The Nimitz, which is the Navy’s 
oldest carrier in operation, has 

been deployed to the 5th Fleet 
area of operations since late July, 
accompanied by the Ticonderoga-
class guided-missile cruiser USS 
Princeton, and Arleigh Burke-
class guided-missile destroy-
ers USS Sterett and USS Ralph 
Johnson.

On Sept. 18, the flattop entered 

the Persian Gulf along with the 
Princeton, Sterett and the guided-
missile cruiser USS Philippine 
Sea, becoming the first carrier 
strike group to operate in the Gulf 
since the Abraham Lincoln de-
parted in late 2019, the Navy said 
earlier this month.

The patrol, meant to deter ag-
gression and ensure the free flow 
of commerce, comes amid high 
tensions between Washington and 
Tehran that have been ongoing 
since President Donald Trump 
unilaterally withdrew the U.S. 
from an Obama-era nuclear deal 
with Iran in May 2018.

A series of incidents since last 
year, including rocket attacks 
against bases and diplomatic com-
pounds housing American and co-
alition personnel in Iraq,  and U.S. 
strikes in response, have ramped 
up tensions in the region. 

The U.S. reportedly warned 
Iraq over the weekend that it was 
preparing to pull out of its em-
bassy in that country’s capital if 
Baghdad does not do more to quell 
the attacks, which American offi-
cials have blamed on Iran-backed 
militias.
garland.chad@stripes.com
Twitter: @chadgarland

U.S. NAVY/Twitter

  A pair of F/A-18F Super Hornets from Carrier Air Wing 17, USS Nimitz,  conducted an airstrike against 
Islamic State targets in support of Operation Inherent Resolve  on Sept. 23.

Associated Press

 BAGHDAD — The Trump administra-
tion has warned Iraq that it will close its 
embassy in Baghdad if the government 
does not take swift and decisive action to 
end persistent rocket and other attacks by 
Iranian-backed militias and rogue armed 
elements on American and allied interests 
in the country, U.S., Iraqi and other officials 
said Monday.

The warning came as Iraqi security offi-
cials said a Katyusha rocket hit near Bagh-
dad airport, killing three Iraqi civilians and 
severely wounding two others.

A U.S. official said the administration’s 
warning was clear and given to both Iraq’s 
president and prime minister but that it was 
not an imminent ultimatum. There should 
be “no confusion” among Iraqi leaders about 
how seriously the U.S. takes the threat to its 
personnel and property, according to the 
official, who was not authorized to discuss 
the matter publicly and spoke on condition 
of anonymity.

The warning signals the administration’s 
increasing frustration and anger with on-
going rocket fire from Iranian-supported 
groups on or near the vast U.S. Embassy 
compound in Baghdad as it steps up pres-

sure on Iran with the re-imposition of 
crippling sanctions. However, closing the 
embassy and withdrawing U.S. personnel 
from Baghdad would signal a significant 
retreat from a country in which succes-
sive administrations have invested massive 
amounts of money and lives.

The threat to evacuate the embassy, which 
has stoked concerns in Baghdad of a diplo-
matic crisis, was first delivered to President 
Barham Saleh on Tuesday in a phone call 
with U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, 
Iraqi officials said. Pompeo then repeated 
the warning to Iraqi Prime Minister Mus-
tafa al-Kadhimi on Saturday, the officials 
said.

Pompeo told Saleh that if the U.S. pres-
ence continues to be targeted, measures 
would be taken to close the embassy and a 
“strong and violent” response would follow 
against the groups responsible for the at-
tacks, according to three Iraqi officials with 
knowledge of the call.

Pompeo went further with al-Kadhimi 
on Saturday, telling the prime minister that 
the U.S. will initiate plans to withdraw from 
the embassy, according to the Iraqi officials 
who spoke on condition of anonymity in line 
with regulations.

An official announcement has not been 

made by the Americans. But the Trump 
administration has not been shy about ex-
pressing its anger and concern about con-
tinuing rocket attacks by Iranian-backed 
groups on or near the embassy compound.

In a tangible sign of a strain in U.S.-Iraq 
relations, the State Department shortened 
an Iran sanctions waiver deadline by 60 
days last week. The previous waiver, cru-
cial for Iraq to import badly needed Iranian 
gas to meet power demands, gave the gov-
ernment 120 days.

 Despite comments from U.S. officials that 
a deadline on closing the embassy is not in 
place, Iraqi officials appeared to be under 
the impression they have until the waiver 
expires in two months’ time to take action.

  Closing the facility, which is by physical 
size the largest U.S. diplomatic mission in 
the world, is expected to be a complex and 
time-consuming process. The embassy was 
already functioning at minimum levels 
since March due to the coronavirus and on-
going security threats.

Diplomats were told the U.S. had already 
started the process of closing but would “re-
evaluate while progressing,” one Western 
official said, suggesting the decision was 
reversible if security inside the Green Zone 
improved.  

 Closing the embassy after the massive 
U.S. investment of lives and money in Iraq 
since 2003 would likely draw significant
criticism from Trump allies in Congress,
including lawmakers who supported the
invasion and ouster of Saddam Hussein.
Ahead of November’s election, it is not clear 
if Trump would be willing to invite that
criticism.

The State Department declined to com-
ment on the calls between Pompeo and 
Iraq’s leadership, but said the U.S. will not
tolerate threats. 

Meanwhile, attacks targeting convoys
continue.

On Monday, three Iraqi civilians were
killed and two severely wounded after a 
katyusha rocket hit near Baghdad airport,
two Iraqi security officials said.

The rocket targeted the international air-
port but struck a residential home close by
instead, the security officials said. They re-
quested anonymity in line with regulations.

Also on Monday, a roadside bomb tar-
geted a convoy carrying materials destined 
for U.S. forces southwest of Baghdad, two
Iraqi security officials said. The officials 
spoke on condition of anonymity in line 
with regulations. 

Stars and Stripes 

 STUTTGART, Germany — 
U.S. Air Force F-16s launched 
an air policing mission Monday 
in Bulgaria, where they will be 
responsible for guarding NATO 
airspace along the alliance’s 
southern flank. 

The four-week mission puts 
six F-16 Fighting Falcons at Graf 
Ignatievo Air Base in the center 
of the Balkan nation, where they 

will operate alongside Bulgarian 
fighter jets, NATO’s Allied Air 
Command said in a statement.

“In addition to ensuring the 
safety of Bulgaria’s skies, the joint 
patrols will improve the ability of 
Bulgarian and U.S. pilots to work 
together,” it said.

The F-16s  are from the 555th 
Fighter Squadron, 31st Fighter 
Wing, Aviano Air Base, Italy, ac-
cording to United States Air Forc-

es in Europe – Air Forces Africa.  
Among their tasks will be quick 

reaction flights when military or 
civilian aircraft are in distress or 
if they do not follow international 
flight regulations and approach 
allied airspace. 

Allies have long patrolled the 
skies along NATO’s northeastern 
flank, where a Baltic air policing 
mission has been in place since 
2004. But the air policing cam-

paign in southern Europe is more 
recent — initiated two years after 
Russia’s 2014 military interven-
tion in Ukraine and annexation of 
that country’s Crimea peninsula.

The mission expanded south 
amid concerns about a more ag-
gressive Russia. Six Canadian 
F-18 jets, based in neighboring 
Romania, are also operating in 
the region, NATO said. 

Both Romania and Bulgaria 

are modernizing and beefing up
their air forces.

During the past couple of years,
NATO has lodged complaints
against Russia for flying military
aircraft without transponders, 
which makes them invisible to ci-
vilian air traffic control radar. In 
such instances, NATO scrambles 
its planes to intercept and identify 
the aircraft.
news@stripes.com

USAF F-16s deploy to Bulgaria for NATO air policing mission

US warns Iraq of embassy closure if attacks continue
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Navy in  Naples: 
Prepare to wait 
for flu vaccine

Ban on off-base bars breathes new life into on base clubs

 BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany 
— U.S. Navy health officials in 
Naples, Italy, have said they may 
not be able to start an annual in-
fluenza flu vaccination campaign 
for the community until as late 
as December amid uncertainty 
over when they will receive the 
vaccine.

“At this time, the hospital does 
not have a definitive delivery 
date for its annual shipment of 
the influenza vaccine, however 
we anticipate availability by De-
cember,” public health officials at 
U.S. Naval Hospital Naples said 
in a recent statement.

Flu vaccine could become 
available in Naples before then 
and a mass immunization exer-
cise could be carried out earlier, 
said Christina Clarke, a spokes-

woman for USNH Naples.
But the hospital is “beholden to 

when the shipment is on-hand and 
temperature-verified for safety,” 
and there were no guarantees as 
to when that would happen, she 
said. 

Getting a flu vaccine “is more 
important than ever” this year to 
help reduce the strain on health 
care systems responding to the 
coronavirus pandemic, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention has said. 

Flu vaccination campaigns 
usually begin in October, and out-
breaks tend to start to ramp up in 
December and run through the 
cold, winter months. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion has said immunization cam-
paigns against the potentially 
deadly viral illness should con-
tinue “as long as flu viruses are 
circulating … even in January or 

later.” 
The military elsewhere in Eu-

rope have already begun vacci-
nation campaigns. At the Navy’s 
hospital in Rota, Spain, the first 
community flu shot event was 
held last week for active-duty 
members. More events are ex-
pected for others in the days and 

weeks to come. 
Army health officials in Europe 

“don’t anticipate a delay at this 
point” and expect to begin vacci-
nations in late October, said Gino 
Mattorano, spokesman for Re-
gional Health Command Europe, 
based in Sembach, Germany. 

The CDC has said there are 
“no significant delays” reported 

in vaccine deliveries, but delays 
could occur “because of the re-
cord number of doses being pro-
duced this season” which means 
production and distribution will 
occur over a longer period of 
time.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
Twitter: @john_vandiver

 BY SETH ROBSON

Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— The Yokota Officers’ Club bar, 
closed for much of spring and 
summer at the home of U.S. Forc-
es Japan in western Tokyo, was 
near capacity on Friday night.

The lounge, which reopened 
in August, is limited to 50 guests 
to help slow the spread of the 
coronavirus. But the crowd sug-
gests there’s plenty of demand 
for a place to drink on base at a 
time when most members of the 
overseas military community are 
prohibited from visiting bars and 
nightclubs in the surrounding 
area.

“It’s nice to see people being 
able to interact as long as they are 
taking precautions,” said Jack 
Higbee, 72, a retiree who, along 
with his wife, librarian Bonnie 
Higbee, 70, was part of a healthy 
crowd at the “O Club” on Friday. 
It was only the second time the 
couple had come to the club since 
the pandemic began, he said.

The bar, built in 1975 on the site 

of a 1930s-era Imperial Japanese 
Army officers’ club, includes a 
pool table, stage and big-screen 
television showing pro sports. 
Since reopening, it seems as live-
ly as ever, although food is served 
by staff rather than spread out in 

a buffet and members’ beer steins 
have been removed from the wall 
hooks.

“The clubs used to be rowdier,” 
Higbee said of on-base facilities 
he’s patronized over four decades 
working as a civilian on bases in 

Japan, the Philippines and Bah-
rain. “In the old days alcohol 
wasn’t frowned on as much as it 
is now.”

Another patron, Air Force 
Maj. Julian Mapp, 35, of El Paso, 
Texas, who works at U.S. Forces 
Japan, said it’s good to have a 
place to go when off-base bars are 
off-limits.

“You have to balance safety 
with maintaining people’s sanity, 
and I think the O Club is a good 
balance,” he said.

The lively scene at the bar 
contrasts with a decline in the 
popularity of base clubs in recent 
years, according to Officers’ Club 
manager Charles Mecke, 48, of 
Baltimore, Md., who also over-
sees Yokota’s Enlisted Club.

The decline traces back to the 
9 /11 terror attacks, which result-
ed in more regulations, including 
tougher rules for bringing guests 
onto military bases, he said.

In the past, base clubs were 
venues for big-name entertainers 
touring overseas bases. But since 
the pandemic the tours have 
stopped, Mecke said.

“We have tried to get some en-
tertainment,” he said. “A couple of 
weeks ago some guys from one of 
the squadrons played ‘90s rock.”

However, the clubs can’t book
bands that might draw a large
crowd due to the pandemic, he
said.

Mecke’s last duty station was
in Singapore, where he managed 
the Terror Club, named after
the British warship HMS Terror 
and, at one time, featuring a pi-
rate statue. The bar often hosted 
transient crews, including hard-
drinking Australian and New 
Zealand sailors who celebrated 
ANZAC Day there with a haka 
war dance, he said.

Yokota has a more stable cus-
tomer base, he said.

“We do offer a quality product,”
he said. “We are able to provide
that to our airmen and their fami-
lies and that is what we are trying
to do even now with reopening.”

robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobson1

SETH ROBSON/Stars and Stripes

 People enjoy an evening at the Officers’ Club at Yokota Air Base, 
Japan, on Friday .

KRISTOPHER RUIZ/U.S. Navy

 Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Ronald Valdez administers a flu shot to a sailor aboard the USS Gerald R. 
Ford, on Oct. 16, 2018. 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK

Guam’s death 
toll on the rise 
as limits eased

5 new cases for US forces in Japan

Five US troops test positive upon arrival in South Korea

 Stars and Stripes

Guam’s coronavirus death toll 
surged into the 40s on Friday, 
the same day Gov. Lou Leon 
Guerrero relaxed restrictions on 
nonessential businesses under a 
stay-at-home order that was shift-
ed to an “advisory.”

A 56-year-old woman died 
Friday evening at Guam Memo-
rial Hospital, becoming the U.S. 
territory’s 40th virus-related fa-
tality. A 45-year-old man died of 
the illness about a half-hour later 
at the same facility. 

On Saturday, the island an-
nounced two more coronavirus 
victims, an 83-year-old woman 
and a 53-year-old man. Three 
more deaths were announced 
Monday evening — a 58-year-old 
woman, a 79-year-old man and a 
44-year-old woman — bringing 
Guam’s pandemic death toll to 
46.

“We cannot let our guard 
down,” Guerrero said in a state-
ment Monday announcing the 
latest deaths. “Our actions do not 
just affect us — they affect our 
family, friends, colleagues, and 
community. We need to do what-
ever we can to end our days of 
grief.”

As of Monday evening, the is-
land had recorded 2,390 coro-
navirus infections. At least 267 
of those have been U.S. service 
members.

Guam has been under a gov-
ernment-mandated “Pandemic 
Condition of Readiness 1” and 
stay-at-home order since mid-Au-
gust that shuttered businesses, 
forced schools to use virtual in-
struction, prohibited most public 
gatherings and closed parks and 
beaches.

As of noon Friday, the order be-
came a “safer-at-home advisory,” 
allowing some businesses to op-
erate at 25% capacity. These in-
clude retail stores, personal care 
services, such as hair and nail 
salons, and “general office work.” 
In-person outdoor dining is also 

permitted. 
“Diners must be members of 

the same household, tables are 
limited to 6 people, and there 
must be six feet of distance be-
tween tables,” the order says. 
“Eating and drinking establish-
ments must additionally keep a 
log of customers.”

While public gatherings re-
main prohibited, recreational ac-
tivities, including golf, tennis and 
scuba diving, are now permitted. 

After the new guidance was an-
nounced, the commander of Joint 
Region Marianas, which oversees 
Naval Base Guam and nearby 
Andersen Air Force Base, urged 
troops and their families not to let 
their guard down.

“It is likely that you, like me, 
are experiencing some level of 
‘COVID fatigue,’ ” Rear Adm. 
John Menoni said in a statement 
Friday, using the name of the re-
spiratory disease caused by the 
coronavirus. “This is normal, as 
for the past 7 months I have asked 
you to limit your travel and stay 
home when able, to physically 
distance, and wear protective 
face coverings. I know these miti-
gation measures are annoying 
but they are necessary to prevent 
the tragedies that some of us have 
experienced.”
news@stripes.com

 BY JOSEPH DITZLER

Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — The U.S. military in 
Japan since Friday has reported 
five new coronavirus cases, all of 
them recent arrivals and already 
in quarantine.

In Tokyo, the nation’s capital, 
the metropolitan government 
 Monday reported 78 new patients 
infected with the virus, accord-
ing to public broadcaster NHK. It 
is the first daily count below 100 
since Wednesday. At least 22,647 
people have contracted the virus 
and 400 have died in Tokyo as a 
result of the pandemic, according 
to government data.

As of Sunday, Japan has report-
ed 81,690 cases and 1,545 deaths, 
according to the World Health 
Organization.

Yokosuka Naval Base, the 7th 
Fleet’s home south of Tokyo, re-
ported two new patients, for a 
total of eight active cases on base. 
The new patients had tested posi-
tive since Sept. 22, according to a 
post on the base Facebook page 
Friday. Two other patients tested 
clear of the virus.

The base commander, Capt. 
Rich Jarrett, on Thursday broad-
ened the travel limits for base 
personnel to include all of Kana-
gawa prefecture, where the base 
is located. The cities of Yokohama 

and Kawasaki and Tokyo prefec-
ture remain off-limits.

However, travel from Yokosuka 
is also permitted to Shizuoka, 
Yamanashi, Nagano, Niigata and 
Toyama prefectures. 

Jarrett relaxed the restrictions 
on off-base onsens, public baths, 
swimming pools and fitness cen-
ters. Also, base personnel may 
dine indoors at hotels or tradi-
tional Japanese inns if they are 
registered guests, according to 
Jarrett’s order.

On Saturday, the Marine Corps 
reported one new patient at Camp 
Foster, Okinawa, according to a 
Facebook post by Marine Corps 
Installations Pacific. That indi-
vidual tested positive near the 
end of the mandated 14-day quar-
antine period. U.S. Forces Japan 
requires patients to test free of 
the virus before leaving isolation.

An unspecified number of that 
person’s contacts were ordered 
into quarantine, according to the 
post.

On Sunday, Marine Corps Air 
Station Iwakuni said two individ-
uals tested positive, also near the 
end of their quarantine period, 
according to a post on the base 
Facebook page. The new patients 
were recent arrivals to Iwakuni 
and went directly into quaran-
tine; their recent contacts have 
also been quarantined, according 

to the post.
The two arrived on “military-

coordinated flights” and “the
likelihood of further spread of the
virus remains low,” according to 
the base.

Meanwhile, Okinawa pre-
fecture reported 14 new cases
 Monday, a public health official 
told Stars and Stripes by phone.
Okinawa has reported 2,442
cases and 46 deaths during the
pandemic. 

The prefecture reported one 
death and 40 new coronavirus
patients over the weekend, 20
each on Saturday and Sunday, the
highest daily reports in nearly a 
month.

Okinawa is home to the bulk of 
U.S. forces, about 30,000 troops.

Also Sunday, a man in his 60s
from Okinawa city who works
at Kadena Air Base tested posi-
tive, according to the prefectural
website. The prefecture is inves-
tigating his case, according to a 
statement on its website.

The air base in a Facebook post 
Monday said the man is in isola-
tion but did not work in a custom-
er service role and had no close
contacts.  
Stars and Stripes reporter Aya 
Ichihashi contributed to this report.
ditzler.joseph@stripes.com
Twitter: @JosephDitzler

 Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — Five 
U.S. troops tested positive for 
the coronavirus after traveling 
to South Korea from the United 
States, the military said Monday, 
raising its total number of cases 
to 198.

South Korea, meanwhile, re-
ported 50 new confirmed infec-
tions, its lowest daily toll since 

before a new outbreak began last 
month. That raised its total to 
23,661, with 406 deaths.

However, authorities expressed 
concern about continued cluster 
cases as South Korea braces for 
Chuseok, a major holiday that be-
gins Wednesday and usually in-
cludes mass movement of people 
to visit family.

Four of the service members 

arrived at Osan Air Base on U.S. 
government-chartered flights 
 Sept. 10, 23, 24 and 25, U.S. Forc-
es Korea said in a press release. 

The other one arrived at 
Incheon International Airport 
on a commercial flight  Sept. 11, 
it said.

Only 24 of the 198 patients af-
filiated with USFK contracted 
the respiratory virus locally, with 

the most recent case in mid-April. 
The others were travelers who 
tested positive upon arrival.

U.S. Forces Korea said the 
troops posed no danger to the 
broader community because of a 
strict testing and two-week quar-
antine process that begins as soon 
as the plane lands.

Three of the latest cases re-
ceived positive results on the 

coronavirus test required upon 
arrival in South Korea, while two 
initially tested negative but were
positive on the mandatory test 
needed to exit quarantine.

All have been transferred to
isolation facilities designated for
coronavirus patients on Camp
Humphreys, the Army’s main
base in South Korea, USFK said.
news@stripes.com

EUGENE HOSHIKO/AP

A man wearing a protective mask to help curb the spread of the coronavirus Monday rides a bicycle past 
a scarecrow depicting coronavirus displayed on a Tokyo street .

‘ Our actions do not 
just affect us — they 
affect our family, 
friends, colleagues, 
and community. We 
need to do whatever 
we can to end our 
days of grief. ’

Lou Leon Guerrero
Guam governor
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FROM FRONT PAGE

Extra precautions are required this year to 
prevent the coronavirus’ spread, such as so-
cial distancing, wearing face masks and reg-
ular hand-washing and sanitizing, according 
to DODEA’s operational guidelines. In letters 
from the schools, parents were encouraged to 
teach their children what to expect . 

Navy spouse Daren Poindexter’s daughters 
Phoenix , 7, and Cadence , 8, were well aware 
of the new rules as they waited for class to 
begin at Yokosuka’s Sullivans Elementary.

“Stay six feet away (from others),” Cadence 
said, while Phoenix worried her face mask 
would get “hot.” 

“I only got five masks, but we’re going to 
get more,” Phoenix said. “I’ve got one with 
dinosaurs.” 

Poindexter said he hoped returning to 
school would offer his daughters a sense of 
normalcy often lost during the pandemic. 

“They need other people in their lives other 
than their parents and each other,” he said. 

Some parents, such as Navy spouse Ryoko 
Hahn, said the return to  the classroom would 
bring some normalcy to their  lives, as well. 
Hahn said she had to adjust her work sched-
ule  so her children wouldn’t be home alone 
while schooling remotely. 

“I’m really excited,” she said. “It’s been so 
long, and it felt like we were isolated. The kids 
missed being kids.”
doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos

VIRUS OUTBREAK

DODEA: Normalcy 
sought by Yokosuka 
parents, students

Clockwise from top left:  Safety patrol 
members look after their fellow 
Sullivans Elementary School students 
on the first day of in-person classes 
at Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, on 
Monday ; Sullivans  students line up ; 
students  return to Nile C. Kinnick High 
School for the first time since March .
PHOTOS BY AKIFUMI ISHIKAWA
Stars and Stripes
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 Associated Press

BRUSSELS — Facing a surge of 
new coronavirus cases far higher 
than in other parts of Belgium, 
Brussels authorities are closing 
bars early in the  capital city.

Beginning Monday night, all 
bars and cafes were to close be-
tween 11 p.m. and 6 a.m., while 
any other businesses selling 
drinks or food were to shut down 
at 10 p.m. In addition, eating at 
street markets is now forbidden.

Local media said authorities 
thought about starting the bar 
curfew at 10 p.m. but the proposal 
was rejected to support virus-rav-
aged businesses. According to the 
Belgian cafes federation, half of 
the country’s 12,000 bars may not 
survive the coronavirus crisis.

Since the start of the pandemic, 
more than 114,000 coronavirus 
infections have been recorded in 
hard-hit Belgium — a country of 
11.5-million residents — includ-

ing 9,980 deaths. From Sept. 17-
23, 11,934 new infections were 
diagnosed, with the biggest spike 
in Brussels, where the positive 
rate now averages 9.7% compared 
to 4.7% in the whole of Belgium.

“Currently in the Brussels 
region, we have roughly 10% of 
positive tests. This is extremely 
important and confirms that the 
virus is circulating in the capital, 
it’s not only due to an increase in 
the number of tests,” said Yves 

Van Laethem, a spokesman from 
the COVID-19 crisis center.

Local authorities also an-
nounced increased testing across 
the city and will enforce the ban 
on gatherings of up to 10 people, 
especially when the bars close.

The move came only days after 
Prime Minister Sophie Wilmes 
relaxed some virus restric-
tions at a national level. Starting 
Thursday, Belgium no longer will 
require people to wear a mask 

outdoors except in crowded plac-
es. The government also reduced
the mandatory quarantine pe-
riod from 14 days to one week for 
people with COVID-19 symptoms
who eventually test negative for
the virus.

Health experts urged Belgian
residents and employers to keep
implementing social distancing 
and back remote working when
possible. 

 BY MARILYNN MARCHIONE

Associated Press

The nearly 1 million people 
around the world who have lost 
their lives to COVID-19 have left 
the world a gift: Through des-
perate efforts to save their lives, 
scientists now better understand 
how to treat and prevent the dis-
ease — and millions of others 
may survive.

Ming Wang, 71, and his wife 
were on a cruise from Australia, 
taking a break after decades of 
running the family’s Chinese res-
taurant in Papillion, Neb. , when 
he was infected. In the 74 days he 
was hospitalized before his death 
in June, doctors frantically tried 
various experimental approach-
es, including enrolling him in a 
study of an antiviral drug that ul-
timately showed promise.

“It was just touch and go. Every-
thing they wanted to try we said 
yes, do it,” said Wang’s daughter, 
Anne Peterson. “We would give 
anything to have him back, but 
if what we and he went through 
would help future patients, that’s 

what we want.”
Patients are already benefiting. 

Though more deaths are expect-
ed this fall because of the recent 
surge in coronavirus infections 
in the United States  and else-
where, there also are signs that 
death rates are declining and that 
people who get the virus now are 
faring better than did those in the 
early months of the pandemic.

“Some of the reason we’re doing 
better is because of the advanc-
es,” Dr. Francis Collins, direc-
tor of the U.S. National Institutes 
of Health, told The Associated 
Press. Several drugs have proved 
useful and doctors know more 
about how to care for the sickest 
patients in hospitals, he said.

We’re in the “stormy adoles-
cence” phase of learning what 
treatments work — beyond infan-
cy but not “all grown up either,” 
Collins said.

 The nearly 1 million deaths 
attributed to the coronavirus in 
nine months are far more than 
the 690,000 from AIDS or the 
400,000 from malaria in all of 

2019. They’re trending just behind 
the 1.5 million from tuberculosis.

Wealth and power have not 
shielded rich countries from the 
awful power of the virus. The 
U.S.  “has been the worst-hit coun-
try in the world” with more than 
 7 million coronavirus infections 
and more than 200,000 deaths, 
reflecting “the lack of success 
that we have had in contain-
ing this outbreak,” Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, the nation’s top infectious 
disease specialist, told a Harvard 
Medical School audience earlier 
this month.

 Although cases are rising, 
death rates seem to be falling, 
said Dr. Cyrus Shahpar, a former 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention scientist now at 
the nonprofit group Resolve to 
Save Lives.

 It’s clear that treatments also 
are affecting survival, many doc-
tors said. People who have died 
from COVID-19, especially ones 
who took part in studies, have 
helped reveal what drugs do or do 
not help.  

 BY SHEIKH SAALIQ

Associated Press

NEW DELHI — India’s con-
firmed coronavirus tally reached 
6 million on Monday, keeping 
the country second to the Unit-
ed States in number of reported 
cases.

The Health Ministry reported 
82,170 new coronavirus cases 
in the past 24 hours, driving the 
overall total to 6,074,703. At least 
1,039 deaths were recorded in the 
same period, taking total fatali-
ties up to 95,542.

New infections in India are cur-
rently being reported faster than 
anywhere else in the world. The 
world’s second-most populous 
country is expected to become 
the pandemic’s worst-hit country 
in coming weeks, surpassing the 
U.S., where more than 7.1 million 
infections have been reported.

In the past week, nearly one 
in every three new infections 
reported in the world and one in 
every five reported coronavirus 
deaths were in India, accord-
ing to data from Johns Hopkins 
University. While most of India’s 
deaths remain concentrated in 
its large cities, smaller urban 
centers across the country’s vast 
landscape are also reporting a 
surge in infections.

Yet even as infections mount, 
India has the highest number of 
recovered patients in the world.

The Health Ministry on Mon-
day said more than 5 million 
people have recovered from 
COVID-19, giving the country a 
recovery rate of 82.5%.

Health experts have warned 
about the potential for the virus 
to spread during the upcoming 

religious festival season, which
is marked by huge gatherings of
people in temples and shopping 
districts.

Another potential risk is an
election next month in eastern 
Bihar state, where about 72 mil-
lion people will cast votes over
three days.

But even as infections soar,
most Indian states have com-
pletely opened up in an effort to 
repair an economy that is suffer-
ing its worst slump in decades 
after India imposed a draconian
lockdown in late March.

The lockdown forced India’s 1.4
billion people to remain indoors, 
closed businesses and triggered
an exodus of millions of informal
workers who lost their jobs in the
cities. Many were forced to make
grueling journeys back to their
hometowns on foot.

Along with the resumption of
economic activity has come a no-
ticeable disregard of social dis-
tancing in public places. Many 
people can be seen with their 
masks lowered over their chins or 
with no masks at all.

“People are not able to under-
stand the situation we are in and 
are ignoring the rules and roam-
ing about,” said Jarif Ahmed, a
New Delhi resident.

The federal government, how-
ever, has been urging Indians to
remain on guard.

On Sunday, health minister
Harsh Vardhan stressed strict 
adherence to social distancing.

“We are far from having
achieved any kind of herd immu-
nity, which necessitates that all 
of us should continue following
COVID-appropriate behavior,”
Vardhan said on Twitter. 

India’s confirmed 
case tally reaches 
6 million people

Brussels imposes curfew on bars as reported case numbers soar

Nearly 1 million who died also 
illuminated treatment process

‘ People are not able to understand the 
situation we are in and are ignoring the 
rules and roaming about. ’

Jarif Ahmed
New Delhi resident

LU WANG/AP

Ming Wang, 71, was sickened in March on a cruise  with his wife .    Though doctors  tried various 
experimental approaches,  Ming died  June 8. 
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Associated Press

 BATON ROUGE, La. — Loui-
siana’s top elections official won’t 
challenge a federal judge’s deci-
sion requiring him to offer more 
mail-in balloting options for the 
fall elections to people at higher 
risk to the coronavirus disease.

Secretary of State Kyle Ardoin 
said he must focus on implement-
ing the required changes, sug-
gesting an immediate appeal of 
U.S. District Judge Shelly Dick’s 
Sept. 16 ruling could create con-
fusion ahead of the Nov. 3 presi-
dential election.

“I and the voters deserve cer-
tainty,” Ardoin, a Republican, 
told The Advocate. “My staff, the 
clerks and the (voter) registrars 
and their staffs need to know how 
we’re conducting this election. 
And for us, we’re conducting this 
election in accordance with what 
the judge ruled and current law.”

 Louisiana’s absentee ballot-
ing procedure is usually limited 
to people 65 or older, members 
of the military, overseas voters, 
people who are hospitalized, peo-
ple who are physically disabled 
and people who won’t be in their 
parish for the election.

 The  expansion will allow peo-
ple to seek an absentee ballot if 
they are at a higher risk of severe 
illness from COVID-19 because 
of medical conditions; are subject 
to a quarantine order; are advised 
by a health provider to self-quar-
antine; are experiencing symp-
toms of COVID-19 and seeking 
medical confirmation; or are car-
ing for someone who is isolated 
because of the disease.

Ardoin said he remains con-
cerned that the number of absen-
tee ballots will slow the tally of 
votes . 

Arkansas
 LITTLE ROCK  — Little Rock 

teachers won’t show up for in-
person classes due to concerns 
about the spread of coronavirus 
in schools, the head of the local 
teachers union said Sunday.

The Little Rock Education As-
sociation said its members are 
willing to teach classes virtually, 
but accused district administra-
tors of not doing enough to prevent 
the virus’ spread in their schools 
since they reopened Aug. 24.

“At this juncture, LREA mem-
bers believe that our schools are 
not safe for in-person instruction 
and that the risk to our students, 
our staff members and our com-
munity is too great,” the associa-

tion said in a news release. The 
union said the move was not a 
strike or a work stoppage.

It was not clear how many 
teachers in the district planned 
to not show up for classes, but 
the superintendent of the 21,000-
student district said they were 
taking additional steps to ensure 
schools remain open for in-per-
son classes. 

Delaware
 DOVER  — Delaware’s Division 

of Public Health has reported 
more than 100 new coronavirus 
cases in the state.

The Delaware State News re-
ported Sunday that the total num-
ber of cases is now 20,260.

The good news is that there 
were no new deaths reported. 
The state’s total number of coro-
navirus-related deaths remained 
at 633.

 The total number of people who 
are hospitalized with the corona-
virus is 60. Sixteen of those cases 
are considered critical. 

Florida
 TALLAHASSEE  — As corona-

virus cases spike among Florida 
State University students, local 
police said Sunday they broke up 
a party at an off-campus student 
apartment complex that involved 
about 700 vehicles and more than 
1,000 attendees.

Tallahassee police said it was 
one of a dozen large gatherings 
they broke up over the weekend, 
including one Sunday where two 
people were injured by gunfire.

Police said the vehicles at the 
student apartment complex were 
blocking travel lanes and a Leon 
County sheriff’s helicopter was 
used to help  disperse the crowd.

Florida State University report-
ed that more than 1,400 students 
and 26 employees had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 through Sept. 
18. The university updates its 
coronavirus numbers weekly.

Florida has more than 700,000 
confirmed cases of the coronavi-
rus and 14,200 people have died 
from the disease, according to 
statistics released by the state De-
partment of Health on Sunday. 

Massachusetts
 AUBURN  — Twenty students 

in Auburn Public Schools are 
being asked to quarantine after 
the district found that they were 
potentially exposed to a bus 
monitor who tested positive for 

COVID-19.
In a letter sent to parents , Su-

perintendent Casey Handfield 
said the bus monitor was re-
moved from work Sept. 18 after 
complaining of symptoms associ-
ated with COVID-19, according 
to MassLive.com. The monitor 
tested negative for the coronavi-
rus on Sept. 19 but tested positive 
Sept. 23.

The superintendent’s letter 
said affected staff, students and 
siblings have been asked to quar-
antine “out of an abundance of 
caution” and to follow up with 
their medical providers. 

Montana
 BILLINGS  — The coronavirus 

pandemic in Montana continued 
to grow as the state recorded a 
record number of cases Satur-
day, surpassing the high marks 
reached two days earlier.

Montana recorded 346 new 
cases of COVID-19 Saturday 
morning, an increase from 323 
cases Friday and 333 cases 
Thursday, The Billings Gazette 
reported Saturday.

Montana experienced a record 
number of new case totals in eight 
of the previous 11 days.

State health officials reported 
one new death from the virus Sat-
urday, bringing the state’s total to 
171.

As of Saturday, Montana had 
2,987 people known to be cur-
rently infected by COVID-19, 
with 147 people hospitalized. 

Rhode Island
 PROVIDENCE  — Rhode Is-

land will stay under its current 

coronavirus restrictions for an-
other month.

Democratic Gov. Gina Rai-
mondo has extended the restric-
tions under Phase 3 of the state’s 
reopening plan, which were sup-
posed to expire on Monday. Now 
the restrictions will remain in 
place until Oct. 28.

Under Phase 3, indoor catered 
events are limited to 50 people 
and outdoor events are limited to 
100 people. Businesses can have 
up to 66% of workers on site at 
once as long as other virus guid-
ance, such as physical distancing, 
is followed.

Raimondo signed the execu-
tive order extending Phase 3 on 
Friday. 

New York
 NEW YORK — Coronavirus 

continues to spread “at an alarm-
ing rate” in several New York 
City neighborhoods, the city 
health department said Sunday, 
a day before it is expected to de-
cide whether to shut down private 
schools and nonessential busi-
nesses there.

The COVID infection rate in 
Gravesend/Homecrest is 6.75%, 
up from 6% last week; 5.34% in 
Midwood, up from 4.95%; and 
4.41% in Borough Park, up from 
3.53%, according to the Health 
Department.

It also flagged Kew Gardens, 
Edgemere/Far Rockaway, Ben-
sonhurst/Mapleton, Gerritsen 
Beach/Homecrest/Sheepshead 
Bay and Flatlands/Midwood as 
areas of concern.

“Seven of the eight neighbor-
hoods saw increases even from 

the prior day’s report, based on
our preliminary data,” the Health 
Department said in a statement. 

Nevada
 CARSON CITY  — Health offi-

cials on Sunday reported 373 new
positive coronavirus cases in Ne-
vada along with three additional
deaths.

That increases the statewide
totals to 78,728 cases and 1,585
known deaths since the COVID-
19 pandemic began.

Nevada Department of Health 
Services officials had reported
602 new cases on Saturday — the
largest number since Aug. 29 — 
with nine additional deaths.

They said of the nearly 79,000 
statewide cases, a majority have 
been in Clark County. 

Wisconsin
 MILWAUKEE — Wisconsin

health officials on Sunday report-
ed 2,217 new cases of the corona-
virus, the fourth day in a row the 
state has confirmed more than
2,000 positive tests.

The update showed a positivity 
rate of 27.6% for the more than
8,000 COVID-19 test  results pro-
cessed in the last day. A single-
day record of 2,817 cases was
reported Saturday.

The death toll remained at 
1,281 people as no new fatalities 
were reported Sunday.

Wisconsin ranks third in the
country behind North Dakota and
South Dakota in the number of
new virus cases per capita in the 
last two weeks, according to The
COVID Tracking Project.  

VIRUS OUTBREAK ROUNDUP

La. official won’t appeal 
election mail-in expansion

MICHAEL CONROY/AP

 Masked students walk through the campus of Ball State University in Muncie, Ind.,  on Sept. 10 . 
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Tax revelation could tarnish Trump’s image

Tax: Records also allege mounting 
loans and debt from two properties

 BY JILL COLVIN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The bomb-
shell revelations that President 
Donald Trump paid just $750 in 
federal income taxes the year 
he ran for office and paid no in-
come taxes at all in many others 
threaten to undercut a pillar of 
his appeal among blue-collar vot-
ers and provide a new opening for 
his Democratic rival, Joe Biden, 
on the eve of the first presidential 
debate.

Trump has worked for decades 
to build an image of himself as a 

hugely success-
ful businessman 
— even choosing 
“mogul” as his 

Secret Service code name. But 
The New York Times on Sunday 
revealed that he paid just $750 in 
federal income taxes in 2016, the 
year he won the presidency, and 
in 2017, his first year in office. He 
paid no income taxes whatsoever 
in 10 of the previous 15 years, 
largely because he reported los-
ing more money than he made, 
according to the Times, which ob-
tained years’ worth of tax return 
data that the president had long 
fought to keep private.

The development comes at a 
particularly precarious moment 
for Trump, whose Republican 
campaign is struggling to over-
come criticism of the president’s 
handling of the pandemic. It hands 
Biden an easy attack line heading 
into Tuesday’s debate. And with 

early voting already happening in 
some states and Election Day just 
over a month away, Trump may 
be running out of time to turn his 
campaign around.

“Donald Trump needs this 
election to be about Joe Biden as a 
choice,” said longtime GOP con-
sultant Alex Conant. “This keeps 
the focus squarely on Trump’s 
character and the chaos going 
into the most important night of 
the campaign, the debate.”

Of course, Trump has re-
peatedly faced — and survived 
— devastating turns that would 
have sunk any other politician. 
That includes, most notably, the 
stunning “Access Hollywood” 
tape released in October 2016, in 
which Trump was recorded brag-
ging about kissing and groping 
women without their permission. 
The video’s release came just two 
days before Trump was set to face 
then-candidate Hillary Clinton in 
their second debate and was con-
sidered a death knell to his cam-
paign at the time.

White House press secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany told “Fox & 
Friends” on Monday that Demo-
crats are replaying “the same 
playbook they tried in 2016 — the 
same playbook that the American 
people rejected and will do so 
again.”

At this point in the race, with 
voting already underway in many 
states and so few voters still un-
decided, it is unclear whether any 
new discoveries about Trump 
would make any difference. 

Trump’s support over the years 
has remained remarkably consis-
tent, polls over the course of his 
presidency have found.

Yet the tax allegations go to the 
very heart of Trump’s appeal, 
especially among the blue-collar 
voters in states like Pennsylva-
nia, Wisconsin and Michigan who 
propelled him to the presidency 
in 2016. Trump was supported 
by about two-thirds of white vot-
ers without college degrees, ac-
cording to an analysis by the Pew 
Research Center, versus only 
about 2 in 10 nonwhite noncollege 
graduates.

Indeed, in a Gallup poll from 
February 2016, Republicans who 
wanted to see Trump win their 
party’s nomination cited his ex-
perience as a businessman as the 
second-most important reason 
they backed him, surpassed only 
by his status as a nonpolitician 
and an outsider.

Even today, when asked to ex-
plain their support for Trump, 
voters often point to his success 
in business as evidence of his 
acumen. And they often repeat 
his talking point that he gave up 
a great deal to serve as president, 
citing his sacrifice as evidence 
that he ran for the job not out 
of self-interest, but because he 
cares about improving the lives 
of people like them.

But the image of a man flying 
around in private jets from one 
luxury property to another and 
paying less in taxes than mil-
lions of Americans with far more 

modest lifestyles could prompt a 
backlash similar to the one 2012 
GOP nominee Mitt Romney faced 
after he was secretly recorded at 
a closed-door fundraiser saying 
that the 47% of Americans who 
don’t pay income taxes were “de-
pendent upon government” and 
would never vote for him.

“(M)y job is not to worry about 
those people. I’ll never convince 
them they should take personal 
responsibility and care for their 
lives,” Romney said.

Roughly half of Americans pay 
no federal income taxes, but the 
average income tax paid in 2017 
was nearly $12,200, according to 
the IRS.

Democrats wasted no time 
in seizing on the news, with the 
Biden campaign’s online store 
already selling stickers saying 
“I paid more income taxes than 
Donald Trump” on Sunday night.

Senate Democratic leader 
Chuck Schumer tweeted an emoji 
calling on followers to raise their 
hands “if you paid more in fed-
eral income tax than President 
Trump.”

“That’s why he hid his tax re-
turns. Because the whole time, 
he wasn’t paying taxes. But you 
were,” added Sen. Chris Murphy, 
D-Conn.

And Rep. Richard Neal, D-
Mass., chair of the House Ways 
and Means Committee, said the 
new report highlights the impor-
tance of the House Democratic 
lawsuit against the Trump ad-
ministration to access Trump’s 

tax returns.
“This reporting shines a stark

light on the vastly different ex-
perience people with power and 
influence have when interact-
ing with the Internal Revenue
Service than the average Ameri-
can taxpayer does,” he said in a
statement.

In addition to the news about
Trump’s annual payments, the
Times found that many of his
best-known businesses, including
his golf courses, reported huge
losses. 

The development comes after 
Biden recently stepped up his 
efforts to paint Trump as a char-
latan who has lied to his work-
ing-class supporters. In contrast,
Biden has tried to highlight his
own middle-class upbringing.

The election, Biden has said, is
“Scranton vs. Park Avenue,” pit-
ting Biden’s boyhood hometown
in Pennsylvania against Man-
hattan, where Trump built his
branding empire and reality tele-
vision career.

“This clearly plays straight
into that contrast that Biden has 
opened up,” said Joe Trippi, a vet-
eran strategist of multiple Demo-
cratic presidential campaigns.

Trippi said coming into the de-
bate, Biden now has something he
can concretely point to as he tries
to sway the slim margin of voters 
who remain undecided.

“You move a few points of 
working class voters, and you’re
talking about Biden winning in 
places like Ohio,” Trippi said. 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

no income taxes, primarily because of how 
low their incomes are. But IRS figures indi-
cate that the average tax filer paid roughly 
$12,200 in 2017, about 15 times more than 
what the president paid.

The disclosure, which the Times said 
comes from tax return data it obtained ex-
tending over two decades, comes at a piv-
otal moment ahead of the first presidential 
debate Tuesday and weeks before a divi-
sive election against Democrat Joe Biden.

Speaking at a news conference Sunday 
at the White House, Trump dismissed the 
report as “fake news” and maintained he 
has paid taxes, though he gave no specifics. 
He also vowed that information about his 
taxes “will all be revealed,” but he offered 
no timeline for the disclosure and made 
similar promises during the 2016 cam-
paign on which he never followed through.

In fact, the president has fielded court 
challenges against those seeking access 
to his returns, including the U.S. House, 
which is suing to get Trump’s tax returns 
as part of congressional oversight.

During his first two years as president, 
Trump received $73 million from foreign 
operations, which in addition to his golf 
properties in Scotland and Ireland included 
$3 million from the Philippines, $2.3 mil-
lion from India and $1 million from Tur-
key, among other nations. The president in 
2017 paid $145,400 in taxes in India and 
$156,824 in the Philippines, compared to 

just $750 in U.S. income taxes. The Times 
said the tax records did not reveal any un-
reported connections to Russia.

Trump found multiple ways to reduce 
his tax bills. He has taken tax deductions 
on personal expenses such as housing, air-
craft and $70,000 to style his hair while 
he filmed “The Apprentice.” Losses in 
the property businesses solely owned and 
managed by Trump appear to have offset 
income from his stake in “The Apprentice” 
and other entities with multiple owners.

During the first two years of his presi-
dency, Trump relied on business tax cred-
its to reduce his tax obligations. The Times 
said $9.7 million worth of business invest-
ment credits that were submitted after 
Trump requested an extension to file his 
taxes allowed him to offset his obligations 
and pay just $750 each in 2016 and 2017.

Income tax payments help finance the 
military and domestic programs.

Trump, starting in 2010, claimed and 
received an income tax refund that totaled 
$72.9 million, which the Times said was 
at the core of an ongoing audit by the IRS. 
The Times said a ruling against Trump 
could cost him $100 million or more.

The president could also face mount-
ing financial pressure in the years ahead. 
The tax records show he’s carrying a total 
of $421 million in loans and debt that are 
primarily due within four years. Most of 
that debt comes from the Doral golf re-
sort in Florida ($125 million) and Trump’s 
Washington hotel ($160 million), two prop-

erties that the Times said are struggling 
financially.

Trump dismissed the report in a series 
of tweets Monday claiming “The Fake 
News Media, just like Election time 2016, 
is bringing up my Taxes & all sorts of other 
nonsense with illegally obtained informa-
tion & only bad intent.“

He said that he is entitled to take tax 
credits and account for depreciation .

Richard Neal, D-Mass., the chair of the 
House Ways and Means Committee who 
has tried unsuccessfully to obtain Trump’s 
tax records, said the Times report makes 
it even more essential for his committee to 
get the documents.

“It appears that the President has gamed 
the tax code to his advantage and used 
legal fights to delay or avoid paying what 

he owes,” Neal wrote in a statement. “Now,
Donald Trump is the boss of the agency he
considers an adversary. It is essential that
the IRS’s presidential audit program re-
main free of interference.”

A lawyer for the Trump Organiza-
tion, Alan Garten,  told the Times that
“most, if not all, of the facts appear to be 
inaccurate.”

He said in a statement to the news orga-
nization that the president “has paid tens 
of millions of dollars in personal taxes to 
the federal government, including paying
millions in personal taxes since announc-
ing his candidacy in 2015.”

The New York Times said it declined to
provide Garten with the tax filings in order
to protect its sources, but it said its sources
had legal access to the records. 

ANALYSIS

CAROLYN KASTER/AP

President Donald Trump  speak s Sunday  at the White House , after the New York Times 
released a story on how much he paid in federal income taxes in 2016 and 2017.
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and struck him, authorities said.
The accident in Howland oc-

curred  when a car driven by 
Damien Fish, 24, of Warren, left 
the roadway and crashed into the 
home, according to the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol. The car struck 
Matthew Burke, 45, who was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

Fish was treated at a hospital 
for injuries that were not consid-
ered life-threatening. 

The cause of the crash remains 
under investigation. 

Man jailed for graffiti 
during community service

VA  FREDERICKSBURG  
— A Virginia man ac-

cused of spray-painting property 
with graffiti while he was sup-
posed to be performing com-
munity service for a vandalism 
conviction  was sentenced to three 
years in jail.

The Free Lance-Star reported 
that Robert Singhass, 21, of Union-
ville bragged on social media about 
spray-painting the word “Robbo” 
on properties in Fredericksburg 
and drinking liquor when he was 
supposed to be picking up trash 
earlier this year.

 “You were given a chance and 
you blew it,” Fredericksburg Cir-
cuit Court Judge Gordon Willis 
told Singhass. 

Singhass  has served six months 
from a previous sentence and 
will only have to serve half of his 
three-year sentence because his 
convictions are for misdemeanor 
offenses, the newspaper reported. 

Buffalo roundup draws 
thousands of spectators

SD  CUSTER  — Thousands 
of people in South Da-

kota gathered to watch buffalo 
being herded into corrals at the 
annual Custer State Park Buffalo 
Roundup on Friday.

The event usually attracts be-
tween 19,000 and 20,000 people, 
the Rapid City Journal report-
ed. Several participants in the 
roundup said the crowds this year 
looked bigger than in previous 
years. Officials at Custer State 
Park have not yet released an of-
ficial estimate of the crowd size. 

Motorcyclist charged 
with assaulting ranger

NC  DANBURY  — A North 
Carolina man  was ar-

rested on charges he struck a 
park ranger with a motorcycle at 
a state park.

The charges against Kennan 
James Foster, 44, of Greensboro 
include felony assault with a dead-

ly weapon, assault on a law en-
forcement officer and fleeing the 
scene to elude arrest, the Stokes 
County Sheriff’s Office said.

The park ranger was on duty 
at Hanging Rock Park on Sept. 6 
when she heard a motorcycle on 
a walking trail at the park and 
briefly spoke to the rider before 
he allegedly struck her with the 
bike, park officials said. 

Former deputy accused 
in series of burglaries

IA  LEMARS  — A former 
sheriff’s deputy in north-

western Iowa  faces several felony 
charges for burglaries and thefts 
that occurred while he was work-
ing as a deputy.

The Sioux City Journal report-
ed that  Aaron John Leusink, 41, 
is accused in a series of crimes 
that occurred between December 
2017 and January of this year. Au-
thorities said the thefts were re-
lated to prescription medications.

Leusink was working as a 
Plymouth County deputy at the 
time. Sheriff Michael Van Ot-

terloo asked the Iowa Division of 
Criminal Investigation to investi-
gate after the allegations against
Leusink came to light in April.

Leusink was initially placed on
administrative before being fired 
in April. 

Mansion that became 
restaurant being razed

IN  VALPARAISO  — A
grand mansion in north-

west Indiana that was visited by
a parade of prominent guests be-
fore being turned into an upscale 
restaurant is meeting the wreck-
ing ball after years of neglect.

Architectural salvage profes-
sionals rescued chandeliers,
woodwork, hardware and other
fixtures from the Victorian-era 
Calkins-Brown House before de-
molition work began recently in
Valparaiso. The site is set to be 
redeveloped into townhomes in
the city about 50 miles southeast
of Chicago.

The four-story mansion was
built around 1860 . It was later
owned by early Valparaiso Uni-
versity President Henry Baker
Brown .

The Pappas family bought the
property in 1942 and turned it 
into a fine-dining restaurant .

After the restaurant closed 
in 1995, the grand building was
damaged by a fire three years 
later. 

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

The number of suspects arrested in the Phoenix area 
as part of an effort to crack down on gang violence and 
crime. The U.S. Marshals Service said 51 of the suspects 
apprehended during “Operation Snake Eyes” were gang 
members. The suspects were identified as “violent fugi-

tives.” The investigation, in cooperation with local police departments across the 
Phoenix area, resulted in the seizure of 131 firearms, 3,000 fentanyl pills and 
nearly $150,000 in cash.

Police: Man fled traffic 
stop, striking officer

NJ  GLOUCESTER TOWN-
SHIP  — Authorities 

said a Philadelphia man fleeing a 
traffic stop in New Jersey struck 
a police officer before he was 
apprehended.

Gloucester Township police 
said the vehicle was stopped  in 
the Sicklerville section of the 
township and officers suspected 
that the driver was under the in-
fluence of narcotics.

Police allege that the driver 
refused to get out of the vehicle 
and drove away, striking an offi-
cer with the car door and running 
over the officer’s foot.

Police said the vehicle came to 
a stop  3 miles away due to a me-
chanical issue, and  Oliver Lee, 
20, of Philadelphia was taken 
into custody. The officer declined 
treatment. 

Motor Speedway 
Museum auctions cars

IN  INDIANAPOLIS — Doz-
ens of cars in the base-

ment of the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway Museum are being 
auctioned off as the facility con-
tinues to revamp its collection.

Since mid-May, the museum  
has generated about $320,000 
after selling 14 vehicles, the Indi-
ana Business Journal reported.

Most of the vehicles were early 
20th century cars and Ford Model 
T’s that had not been used during 
races.

More than 70 cars are expected 
to be sold through the end of 2021, 
with proceeds to be reinvested in 
the maintenance of the museum’s 
remaining vehicles in addition to 
obtaining new memorabilia. 

One of the cars already sold 
was a 1907 Franklin Model G   the 
Speedway Foundation bought in 
1961. The Franklin Model G was 
sold for $51,111 on June 26. 

2012 case closed after 
DNA links jailed suspect

GA  LAWRENCEVILLE  
— An  8-year-old mur-

der case in Georgia  was closed 
after DNA linked an incarcerated 
suspect to the slaying, authorities 
said.

The Gwinnett County Police 
Department’s Cold Case Unit 
has been investigating the Nov. 
2, 2012, murder of Robert Mixon 
with the Gwinnett County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office for years. 
Mixon was shot to death inside 
his apartment, according to a 
news release .

Detectives originally assigned 
to the case were never able to 
identify a suspect, but the Cold 
Case unit was able to find DNA 
evidence and other evidence that 
links Nazar Matheson to Mixon’s 
death, the release said. 

Matheson was already incar-
cerated for unrelated crimes in 
Georgia and now faces a murder 
charge, authorities said. 

Man killed when car 
crashes into residence

OH  HOWLAND  — A man 
who was in the base-

ment of his home was killed when 
a car crashed into the residence 

THE CENSUS

Skeptical of the squash

140

JOHN RUCOSKY, THE (JOHNSTOWN, PA.) TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT/AP

From wire reports

Bryce Weimert, 2, of Ebensburg, Pa., is not quite sure what to make of a watering pumpkin display during Spud Stroll in Ebensburg on 
Saturday . Spud Stroll replaced the borough’s annual Potatofest due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
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 BY DYLAN LOVAN

Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — A crowd 
marched in Louisville’s streets 
chanting “Breonna Taylor, say 
her name” on Sunday evening, 
the fifth night of protests after a 
grand jury declined to charge of-
ficers in the fatal shooting of Bre-
onna Taylor.

Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer 
urged people to begin heading 
home about an hour before the 

curfew was set to begin at 9 p.m. 
as the protesters continued to 
march. Earlier in the day, people 
were gathered at Jefferson Square 
Park, which has come to be called 
“Breonna’s park” by demonstra-
tors, as speakers condemned the 
grand jury’s decision, The Cou-
rier Journal reported.

On Saturday, a diverse crowd 
of hundreds marched chanting 
“Black Lives Matter“ and “No 
justice, no peace” as cars honked 
along a busy downtown artery in 

this Kentucky city that has seen 
more than 120 days of demon-
strations over the death of the 26-
year-old Black woman in a police 
raid gone wrong .

 Taylor was shot multiple times 
March 13 after her boyfriend 
fired at officers who had entered 
her home during a narcotics raid 
by white officers, authorities said. 
Taylor’s boyfriend said he didn’t 
know who was coming in and 
fired in self-defense, wounding 
one officer.

On Wednesday, Kentucky At-
torney General Daniel Cameron 
announced a grand jury indicted 
one officer on wanton endanger-
ment charges, saying he fired 
gunshots into a neighboring home 
during the raid that didn’t strike 
anyone. That officer has been 
fired.

Cameron said the other officers 
were not charged with Taylor’s 
killing because they acted to pro-
tect themselves. 

 BY SPENCER S. HSU

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A third 
federal judge on Sunday ordered 
the U.S. Postal Service to halt 
changes that have delayed mail 
delivery nationwide, handing the 
latest judicial rebuke to unilat-
eral service cuts that critics say 
would suppress mail-in voting in 
November’s elections.

U.S. District Judge Emmet 
Sullivan of the District of Colum-
bia sided with the states of New 
York, Hawaii and New Jersey 
and the cities of New York and 
San Francisco. They say Post-
master General Louis DeJoy dis-
rupted operations without first 
submitting changes to the Postal 
Regulatory Commission and told 
Congress that he had no inten-
tion of returning removed collec-
tion boxes or high-speed sorting 
equipment.

The opinion was the latest by a 
court to conclude that Postal Ser-
vice changes were likely to risk 
the timely delivery of election 
mail and hinder state responses 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

“It is clearly in the public in-
terest to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19, to ensure safe alter-
natives to in-person voting, and 
to require that the USPS com-
ply with the law,” Sullivan wrote 
in a 39-page opinion, referring 
to the disease caused by the 
coronavirus.

Ten days earlier, a judge in 
Washington state entered a na-
tionwide injunction against 
changes that he called “a politi-
cally motivated attack on the effi-
ciency of the Postal Service” and 
that were likely to irreparably 
harm the ability of 14 suing states 
to administer the election.

Stanley Bastian, chief judge of 

the Eastern District of Washing-
ton, blocked DeJoy’s limits on 
delivery trips, decommissioning 
any mailboxes and sorting ma-
chines, or reducing processing 
facilities and retail hours.

On Monday, Manhattan federal 
judge Victor Marrero entered 
a similar injunction, ordering 
the service to prioritize election 
mail and preapprove overtime 
requests for the two weeks sur-
rounding Election Day .

In a House hearing last month, 
DeJoy rejected accusations that 
he was impeding the election. He 
testified that many policy chang-
es were underway before he took 

office June 15 and were needed to 
increase efficiency.

Nevertheless, talks Friday were 
nearing a settlement between the 
Postal Service and 19 states and 
D.C. over handling of mailed bal-
lots and the suspension of the 
postmaster general’s cost-cutting 
backlogs. The Postal Service  has 
said it will continue to apply first-
class mail delivery standards to 
election mail regardless of the 
paid class and to dedicate addi-
tional process, transportation, 
and delivery and collection trips 
for two weeks surrounding Elec-
tion Day to accelerate the deliv-
ery of ballots. 

  Judge postpones 1st 
Trump ban on  TikTok 

NEW YORK — A federal judge 
on Sunday postponed a Trump
administration order that would
have banned the popular video
sharing app TikTok from U.S.
smartphone app stores around
midnight.

A more comprehensive ban 
remains scheduled for Novem-
ber, about a week after the presi-
dential election. The judge, Carl 
Nichols of the U.S District Court 
for the District of Columbia, did 
not agree to postpone the later
ban  . 

 Power cut to 195,000 
in Calif. amid more fires 

PG&E was cutting power to
about 195,000 people across 
Northern California in an attempt 
to keep its power lines from spark-
ing wildfires amid another round
of extreme heat, dry weather and
high winds. Blazes still erupted, 
triggering evacuations and burn-
ing thousands of acres.

As temperatures soared past 90 
degrees Fahrenheit on Sunday,
PG&E — the utility giant that 
went bankrupt last year after its 
equipment ignited catastrophic 
blazes, began a shut-off that will 
leave parts of 16 counties out of 
power until the end of Monday . 

 Ore. governor seeks 
police  response  review

PORTLAND, Ore. — Criticism
of the law enforcement response
to a protest in Portland, Ore.,
late Saturday into early Sunday
prompted Gov. Kate Brown to 
ask authorities to review “any al-
leged incidents” involving their
officers .

 Videos from the demonstration 
in downtown Portland showed 
police grabbing a news photog-
rapher and pushing him to the
ground, as he was trying to docu-
ment them tackling and detaining
a person on a sidewalk, The Or-
egonian/OregonLive reported  . 
From wire reports

Louisville protests continue in  Taylor’s name

3rd  judge bars 
cuts to pre-vote 
USPS deliveries

LYNNE SLADKY/AP

An employee loads vote-by-mail ballots into a truck for transport 
to a local U.S. Postal Service office at the Broward Supervisor of 
Elections Office on Thursday  in Lauderhill, Fla. 
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Saudi Arabia: G-20 gathering 
of world leaders will be virtual

Australian amusement park owner fined $2.5M over 4 river ride deaths 

Pakistani court OKs appeal 
by slain journalist’s family

 BY AYA BATRAWY

Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Saudi Arabia, which is presid-
ing over the Group of 20 coun-
tries this year, said Monday that 
the upcoming November gather-
ing of world leaders will be held 
virtually amid the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The kingdom had originally 
planned to host world leaders 
for the G-20 summit in Riyadh 
before the pandemic, offering 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman the chance to share 
handshakes and wide smiles with 

presidents and prime ministers, 
such as Donald Trump, Russia’s 
 Vladimir Putin, India’s Narendra 
Modi and China’s Xi Jinping.

Instead, the planned virtual 
meet-up announced Monday 
strips the kingdom of the pomp 
that would have accompanied 
televised arrivals on Riyadh’s tar-
mac just two years after the kill-
ing and dismemberment of Saudi 
writer Jamal Khashoggi stained 
the crown prince’s reputation. 

Saudi Arabia said the virtual 
summit Nov. 21-22 will be chaired 
by King Salman. The meeting will 
focus on  “protecting lives and re-
storing growth by addressing vul-

nerabilities uncovered during the
pandemic and by laying down the
foundations for a better future,” a
Saudi statement said.

The statement added that G-20 
countries, which represent the 
world’s biggest and most power-
ful economies, have contributed 
over $21 billion to support the
production of vaccines and ac-
cess to therapeutics, as well as 
injected $11 trillion “to safeguard
the global economy.”

G-20 nations, however, have 
been criticized for not taking co-
hesive action against the virus
and its economic impact. 

Associated Press

 BRISBANE, Australia — An 
Australian theme park owner 
was fined  $2.5 million  on Monday 
for safety breaches that led to the 
deaths of four people on a river 
rapids ride in 2016.

Two men and two women died 
when their raft flipped on the 
Thunder River Rapids ride in 
Dreamworld park.

Ardent Leisure Group had 
pleaded guilty under workplace 
safety laws of failing to comply 

with its health and safety duty 
and exposing individuals to a risk 
of serious injury or death.

Magistrate Pam Dowse told a 
Gold Coast court that Ardent knew 
the risks before the accident.

“Complete and blind trust 

(was) placed in the defendant by 
every person who rode the Thun-
der River Rapids ride and those 
guests were extremely vulner-
able,” Dowse said.

The Sydney-based company, 
which also owns assets in the 

United States and New Zealand, 
had faced a potential maximum 
fine of  $3.2 million . 

The majority of families, first 
responders and others impacted 
by the tragedy had already re-
ceived compensation, he said. 

 BY KATHY GANNON

Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan’s 
Supreme Court on Monday ac-
cepted an appeal by the family of 
slain American journalist Daniel 
Pearl seeking to keep a British-
born Pakistani man on death row 
over the beheading of the Wall 
Street Journal reporter.

The court delayed until next 
week hearing the appeal over the 
lower-court acquittal of Ahmed 
Omar Saeed Sheikh, who had been 
on death row since his conviction 
in 2002 over Pearl’s killing.

Sheikh had been convicted of 
helping lure Pearl to a meeting in 
the southern Pakistani port city 
of Karachi in which he was kid-
napped. Pearl had been investi-

gating the link between Pakistani 
militants and Richard C. Reid, 
dubbed the “Shoe Bomber” after 
trying to blow up a flight from 
Paris to Miami with explosives 
hidden in his shoes.

The lower court’s April ruling 
acquitted Sheikh and three other 
accomplices, who had been sen-
tenced to life in jail for their role 
in the plot. The lower court found 
Sheikh guilty on a single lesser 
charge of abduction, which he is 
also appealing.

The acquittal stunned the U.S. 
government, Pearl’s family and 
journalism advocacy groups.

“We felt like (it was) a thun-
derstorm that is about to reopen 
our pains of 2002,” Pearl’s father 
Judea Pearl told The Associated 
Press in an email Monday. 
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FACES

 BY JUWON PARK AND CHISATO TANAKA

Associated Press

 Japanese pop sensation ARASHI has a big surprise for fans as 
they near their planned hiatus at year’s end: a collaboration with 
Bruno Mars on their first all-English single.

The band told The Associated Press that multi-Grammy 
Award-winning musician Mars delved into ARASHI’s back cat-
alogue to understand their unique sound while working on the 
single that was released last week.

“He took into consideration that we are going on hiatus,” said 
Jun Matsumoto, adding he feels their song, “Whenever You 
Call,” will appeal to both their hardcore fans and “those who do 
not know about us.”

“We have been releasing music only in Japanese,” Sho Saku-
rai explained. “In that sense, foreign audiences who can under-
stand Japanese could recognize us. But this time we sang the 
song in English. Bruno provided us the opportunity to reach out 
to a foreign audience.”

The group, which also includes Satoshi Ohno, Masaki Aiba 
and Kazunari Ninomiya, embodied their name — ARASHI 
means storm — by becoming one of Japan’s boy band legends 
and maintaining their crown for more than two decades.

Their greatest hits album “5x20 All the BEST!! 1999-2019” 
sold 3.3 million copies and was last year’s bestselling album 
worldwide, surpassing both BTS and Taylor Swift.

The band has released more than 400 songs, sold more than 
41 million records and performed for 14 million people, accord-
ing to their label, and they’ve also had parts in movies, Japanese 

dramas and shows, and commercials.
Despite their success, ARASHI shocked fans by announcing 

their hiatus, halting all band activities at the end of this year.
The Netflix documentary about the band shows it wasn’t an 

easy decision. In “ARASHI’s Diary -Voyage-,” Sakurai said his 
hands were “trembling” as he wrote down potential options, in-
cluding disbanding and hiatus.

Naturally, questions about their life after hiatus have been 
dogging the band, but they said they don’t really know. “I haven’t 
been exactly thinking about it (the future), nor have time to 
think about it. (The upcoming) three or four months will be an 
extremely busy time for us, so we are unable to think that far,” 
Aiba told AP.

Sakurai hinted the members might not pursue solo music ca-
reers after the hiatus.

“There are things that won’t be accomplished if there aren’t 
these five members. To simply put, it’d be like singing, danc-
ing, connecting through music, et cetera,” he said. “I think these 
things are difficult to pursue individually.”

As for the most memorable moments from their career, Aiba 
fondly recalled concerts in Japanese National Stadium and Ha-
waii. Matsumoto described a trip to Los Angeles around two 
years ago, when they revisited and took identical photos at plac-
es they visited 20 years ago.

With about three months left until their hiatus, the band is 
keeping busy despite the coronavirus pandemic.

Matsumoto said the band might livestream a concert.
“I want to deliver our music to as many people as possible, so 

we are working hard on it,” he told the AP.

BTS announces new album 
slated for November release

 K-pop stars BTS will drop their fifth
full-length album, “BE (Deluxe Edition),”
on Nov. 20, the band’s label, Big Hit Enter-
tainment, said on Sunday.

BTS contributed to the album’s concept, 
composition and design so it “contains the 
most ‘BTS’ music,” read the announce-
ment. “It is an album that conveys conso-
lation to fans and the world, starting with
the story of BTS. ... I hope you discover the
traces of BTS’ thoughts, emotions and wor-
ries throughout the album while also expe-
riencing a richer musical spectrum.”

 The band recently appeared on the vir-
tual version of NPR’s Tiny Desk video se-
ries. BTS performed its latest hit single, 
“Dynamite,” which recently broke records
for views within its first 24 hours on You-
Tube, surpassing 100 million.

This week the band is scheduled to ap-
pear on “The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon” for a weeklong special. 

‘Tenet’ stays atop box office 
with no big movies challenging

 The movie industry’s path to recovery
from COVID-19 is grinding to a halt, with 
the Warner Bros. feature “Tenet” ruling 
the box office for a fourth week because it 
has no major competition.

The sci-fi thriller sold an estimate $3.4 
million in tickets in North America this
weekend, industry tracker Comscore Inc. 
said Sunday. The film from director Chris-
topher Nolan has generated $41.2 million
in total domestic revenue so far and cost
$200 million to produce.

 Among new movies that opened this
weekend were the Sundance Film Festi-
val favorite “Kajillionaire,” a heist comedy 
that generated $215,000 in domestic ticket
sales. The Sony Pictures comedy-drama
“The Last Shift” made $235,000.

“Tenet” has made $242 million overseas,
bringing its global total to $283.2 million .

Alexie, Pilkey books among 
most ‘challenged’ of decade

 Toni Morrison is on the list. So are John 
Green and Harper Lee. And John Stein-
beck and Margaret Atwood. All wrote 
books that were among the 100 most sub-
jected to censorship efforts over the past 
decade, as compiled by the American Li-
brary Association.

Sherman Alexie’s prize-winning “The
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time In-
dian” came in at No. 1, followed by Dav 
Pilkey’s “Captain Underpants” picture
book series and Jay Asher’s young adult 
novel “Thirteen Reasons Why.” Objections
raised by parents and other community 
members have ranged from explicit lan-
guage and depictions of drug use in Alex-
ie’s novel to Asher’s theme of suicide.

 The list was announced Monday as the
library association prepares to mark its an-
nual Banned Books Week. 
From wire reports

  Los Angeles Times

After briefly flirting with the idea 
of a 2020 presidential run himself, 
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson has of-
ficially endorsed former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Sen. Kamala 
Harris, his first time publicly back-
ing a political candidate.

“Now this is something that I’ve 
certainly not done in the past, so I’m 
going to go big,” he said in a video 
posted to Instagram. “You guys know 
me; if I go, I go big!”

The actor, who said he has “friends 
in all parties,” posted a virtual con-
versation between himself and the 
Democratic candidates, in which he 
complimented Biden’s “great com-
passion, heart, drive and soul” and 
called Harris “a certified badass.”

“As a political independent and 
centrist for many years, I’ve voted 
for Democrats in the past as well as 
Republican,” Johnson captioned the 
video. “In this critical election, I be-
lieve Joe Biden and Kamala Harris 
are the best to lead our country and 

as my first ever (public) presidential 
endorsement, I proudly endorse them 
for the presidential office of our Unit-
ed States.”

While Johnson has seemed mostly 
apolitical in the public eye, he has 
been outspoken about President Don-
ald Trump’s response to the civil 
unrest sparked by the police killing 
of George Floyd, sharing a lengthy 
video message in June.

“Where are you?” he asked Trump 
in the video. “Where is our leader at 
this time ... when our country is down 

on its knees, begging, pleading, hurt, 
angry, frustrated, in pain ... just want-
ing to be heard. Begging and plead-
ing and praying for change. Where 
are you? Where is our compassionate 
leader who’s going to step up to our 
country?”

He added: “I’m not the president 
of the United States. But I am a man, 
and I am a father who cares so deeply 
about my family, about my children 
and the world that they live in. I care 
so deeply about our country and 
every single person in it.”

Dwayne Johnson breaks political silence with Biden endorsement

Johnson

ARASHI plans surprise for fans
Japanese pop band working with Bruno Mars on all-English single

Members of Japanese pop music 
band ARASHI are, clockwise from 
upper left: Satoshi Ohno, Masaki 

Aiba, Kazunari Ninomiya, Jun 
Matsumoto and Sho Sakurai.

HIRO KOMAE/AP
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BY CASS R. SUNSTEIN

Bloomberg Opinion

Here is a paradox. It is pretty 
easy to predict the voting pat-
terns of new Supreme Court 
justices. But it can be exceed-

ingly difficult to predict the votes of jus-
tices in specific cases, which means that it 
can be difficult as well to predict how those 
cases are going to be decided.

When President Bill Clinton appointed 
Stephen Breyer to the Supreme Court in 
1994, those who knew Breyer’s work knew 
that his voting patterns would be moder-
ately liberal — more centrist than those 
of progressive heroes Justices Thurgood 
Marshall and William Brennan, but to the 
left, for sure, of Justice Antonin Scalia. And 
when President George W. Bush appointed 
John Roberts as chief justice in 2005, it 
was clear, from Roberts’ record, that his 
voting patterns would be moderately con-
servative — distinctly more conservative 
than those of Breyer, but distinctly less so 
than those of Scalia.

Something similar can be said about 
every Supreme Court nominee over the 
last half-century.

At the same time, the court is capable 
of big surprises. For example, many ex-
perts did not predict that in 2015, it would 
rule in favor of same-sex marriage; that 
in 2020, it would strike down President 
Donald Trump’s decision to repeal Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program, designed to 
protect some unauthorized aliens from re-
moval; or that in the same year, it would 
interpret the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to 
forbid discrimination on the basis of sex-
ual orientation.

Indeed, a careful effort to test whether 
legal experts are good at forecasting the 
decisions of the Supreme Court found that 

such experts were right just 59.1% of the 
time. That’s better than flipping a coin — 
but it’s not a lot better.

Judge Amy Coney Barrett’s background 
shows unmistakably conservative inclina-
tions, and it is a good bet that she would 
count, broadly speaking, as a conservative 
justice. But would she vote to strike down 
the Affordable Care Act, the 2010 health 
care law widely known as Obamacare? 
Would she vote to overrule Roe v. Wade, 
the 1973 ruling that women have a consti-
tutional right to have an abortion? To forbid 
any and all affirmative action programs? 
Would she take a strong stand against gun 
control laws? Would she give more protec-
tion to commercial advertising?

On these questions, any answer would be 
speculative. Even though Barrett is highly 
likely to show conservative voting patterns, 
and even if we know the same about the five 
other Republican appointees, it is hard to 
be certain how they will vote in individual 
cases. There are three main reasons.

The first is that even if justices can be 
characterized as conservative, they might 
have very different views about their ap-
propriate judicial role and in particular 
about their obligation to respect the court’s 
own precedents. For example,  Roberts in-
sists on that obligation — far more so than 
(say) Justice Clarence Thomas, who is 
not reluctant to overrule precedents if he 
thinks that they are wrong. (The record 
of a lower court judge is not very informa-
tive, because such judges are bound by Su-
preme Court rulings.)

Preliminary signs suggest that with re-
spect to precedent, Justice Brett Kavana-
ugh may be aligned with Roberts, and that 
Justice Neil Gorsuch may take Thomas’ ap-
proach. On this count, Barrett’s approach 
remains unclear.

The second reason is that even if a jus-
tice’s voting patterns are predictably con-

servative or liberal, his or her views on
particular issues, and on particular cases,
might turn out to be surprising. For ex-
ample, Scalia liked to invoke the “rule of 
lenity,” which tells courts to rule in favor
of criminal defendants when statutes are
ambiguous.

It looks as if Gorsuch may have libertari-
an leanings, helping to explain his decisive
vote, in 2020, to protect a Native American
against prosecution in state court. “Today 
we are asked whether the land these trea-
ties promised remains an Indian reserva-
tion for purposes of federal criminal law,”
Gorsuch wrote. “Because Congress has not
said otherwise, we hold the government to
its word.”

Does Barrett have libertarian leanings
as well? That, too, is unclear.

The third reason is that the specifics
matter, whether they involve law or fact.
A justice might show broadly conservative
voting patterns, but in a particular case
might encounter a convincing argument 
that the stereotypically conservative posi-
tion is wrong — whether the issue involves
sex equality, presidential power or envi-
ronmental protection. The logic of the ar-
gument, and the particular dispute, might
move any justice in what might seem to be
an uncharacteristic direction.

In an unusual public statement in 2019, 
Roberts said, “We do not have Obama
judges or Trump judges, Bush judges or
Clinton judges.” He wasn’t entirely right, 
but he wasn’t entirely wrong, either.

Elections have consequences, and presi-
dents almost always get the kind of justices
that they want. But it’s also important, and
perhaps a consolation, to say that on par-
ticular occasions, they are going to be sur-
prised — and disappointed.
Cass R. Sunstein, a Bloomberg Opinion columnist, 
is the author of “Too Much Information” and a 
co-author of “Nudge: Improving Decisions About 
Health, Wealth and Happiness.” 

BY KATHLEEN PARKER

Washington Post Writers Group

WASHINGTON

Some have said that, in a fair and 
righteous world, the seat held by 
the late Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg would be 

filled next January by the recently elected 
president of the United States. 

But we know our world to be otherwise 
and the seat will be filled as soon as pos-
sible, thanks to Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah, 
whose decision not to block a vote before 
the election gave Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., the green light to pro-
ceed with the nomination process. 

It seems to be Romney’s fate to be per-
manently affixed to the public whipping 
post, no matter what he does. He’s the guy 
who can’t please anyone, and who, unbe-
knownst to most, is humble enough to ac-
cept that fate. In that rarest of qualities 
among politicians, his conscience truly is 
his guide. 

I say this from having known Romney 
for more than a decade. Though he often 
has trouble connecting to voters in public 
venues, this private man is among the very 
few to whom I would ascribe noble inten-
tions. Maybe it’s his Mormon faith, but 
Romney has no affinity for the easy path. 
Indeed, at this point, self-immolation might 
hold some appeal. 

His choice to follow President Donald 
Trump’s lead and allow the confirmation 
process to go forward has only earned him 

new enemies. In the nation’s capital, Rom-
ney remains the loneliest ranger — loved 
by none, hated — by turns — by nearly all. 

In February, when he was the sole Re-
publican to vote for Trump’s conviction in 
his impeachment trial, Romney briefly en-
joyed the adoration of the left. Profiles in 
courage were written, and the Utah sena-
tor was feted as the right kind of Repub-
lican, one who votes his conscience even 
when it hurts him personally. 

At the same time, the right pilloried and 
reviled him. Trump backers deemed him a 
traitor and a self-serving revenge-seeker. 

That was then. Today, Romney is reviled 
by the left and center for clearing a way for 
a 6-to-3 conservative majority on the Su-
preme Court and yet the right still despises 
him. One thing you can say about conser-
vatives: They are loath to liberate a grudge. 
Sometimes wrong but never in doubt, Re-
publicans can zip up a tent so tight that a 
mosquito can’t get in. The warmer-blood-
ed Democrats, though perhaps utilitarian 
at heart, will leave the flap open on the 
chance a potential convert wanders by.

Some may claim that Romney’s ulti-
mate decision was never in doubt. Power is 
power. But this would misunderstand the 
man and how he operates. His closest asso-
ciates have spoken often of his sometimes 
aggravating decision-making style, which 
is to tackle any issue as though he were 
writing a dissertation on the subject. 

As governor of Massachusetts, he sought 
tutoring and guidance from scientists and 
bioethicists when considering legislation 

related to stem cell research. During the
impeachment, he requested transcripts of
testimony, studying (and praying) late into
the night. People close to him during his
latest deliberations tell me he was, once
more, concerned about making the right
decision. The stakes seemed almost insur-
mountable: Not only would his decision af-
fect the high court for decades, but also the 
pushback, either way, would be ferocious
and unyielding.

Both sides brought pressure to bear dur-
ing his days of rumination, including from 
trusted advisers urging him to vote no.

True enough, Romney wouldn’t have 
wanted to help Trump win reelection. 
Everyone knows he’s not a Trump buddy.
Since he was elected in 2016, Trump has 
made no attempt to conceal his contempt 
for Romney, whom he pretended to woo as 
a possible pick for secretary of state. Ev-
eryone knew that nomination was never
going to happen. And when Trump re-
jected Romney just as most had predicted,
the senator handled it with characteristic 
grace even if the humiliation had to sting. 

It is the essence of irony that Romney
should now be on the side of his nemesis.
But the long-sought goal of a conservative
court — to serve as bulwark against pro-
gressive domination in other branches of
government — ultimately guided Romney
to yes. 

Someday, perhaps, Republicans may 
show some gratitude for what was never an
easy call. Either way, the Romney I know 
doesn’t care. It was never personal.

There’s room for surprises from  Barrett

 Romney comfortable as DC’s lone ranger
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Sunday’s transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
American League

BOSTON RED SOX — Announced club 
manager Ron Roenicke will not return for 
the 2021 season.

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Recalled RHP 
Adam Cimber from alternate training 
site. Optioned LHP Logan Allen to alter-
nate training site.

DETROIT TIGERS — Placed SS Will Cas-
tro on the 10-day IL. Recalled SS Sergio 
Alcantara from the taxi squad.

HOUSTON ASTROS — Optioned RHP 
Brandon Bielak to alternate training site. 
Recalled RHP Nivaldo Rodriguez from al-
ternate training site.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Announced 
general manager Billy Eppler will not re-
turn for the 2021 season.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Recalled RHP 
Clarke Schmidt from alternate training 
site. Optioned RHP Miguel Yajure to al-
ternate training site.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Activated LF 
Chad Pinder from the 10-day IL. Optioned 
RHPs James Kaprielian and Paul Black-
burn to alternate training site.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Recalled C Joe 
Hudson from alternate training site. 
Placed C Luis Torrens on the 10-day IL. 
Optioned RHP Seth Frankoff to alternate 
training site.

TEXAS RANGERS — Activated LF Shin-
Soo Choo from the 10-day IL. Placed 3B 
Sherten Apostel on the 10-day IL retroac-
tive to Sept. 25.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Sent RHP 
Wilmer Font outright to alternate train-
ing site.

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Transferred LHP 

Cole Hamels from the 10-day IL to the 
60-day IL. Optioned LHP Tucker Davidson 
to alternate training site. Selected the 
contract of INF Pablo Sandoval from al-
ternate training site.

CHICAGO CUBS — Selected the con-
tract of LHP Brailyn Marquez from alter-
nate training site. Designated 1B Patrick 
Wisdom for assignment.

NEW YORK METS — Placed RHP Eras-
mo Ramirez on the 10-day IL. Recalled 
RHP Corey Oswalt from alternate train-
ing site. Optioned C Ali Sanchez to alter-
nate training site.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Placed C Ja-
cob Stallings on the 7-day concussion IL. 
Transferred RHP Keone Kela from the 10-
day IL to the 60-day IL. Selected the con-
tract of C Andrew Susac from alternate 
training site.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Optioned RHP 
Nabil Crismatt to alternate training site. 
Activated LF Austin Dean from the 10-
day IL.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Optioned 
C Raudy Read to alternate training site.

South Point 400
NASCAR Cup Series

Sunday
At Las Vegas Motor Speedway

Las Vegas, Nev.
Lap length: 1.50 miles

(Start position in parentheses)
1. (9) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, 268 laps, 

40 points.
2. (19) Matt DiBenedetto, Ford, 268, 38.
3. (10) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 268, 53.
4. (11) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 268, 42.
5. (8) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 268, 43.
6. (2) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 268, 39.
7. (15) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 268, 40.
8. (13) Erik Jones, Toyota, 268, 29.
9. (16) Chris Buescher, Ford, 268, 28.
10. (1) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 268, 37.
11. (18) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 

268, 26.
12. (6) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 268, 28.
13. (12) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 268, 24.
14. (5) Joey Logano, Ford, 268, 32.
15. (27) Ryan Newman, Ford, 268, 22.
16. (22) Cole Custer, Ford, 268, 21.
17. (4) Aric Almirola, Ford, 268, 20.
18. (20) Matt Kenseth, Chevrolet, 268, 

19.
19. (21) Ryan Preece, Chevrolet, 268, 

18.
20. (25) John H. Nemechek, Ford, 268, 

17.
21. (17) Michael McDowell, Ford, 268, 

16.
22. (3) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 268, 32.
23. (33) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Chevrolet, 

268, 14.
24. (26) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 268, 

13.
25. (28) William Byron, Chevrolet, 268, 

13.
26. (24) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 267, 11.
27. (31) Corey Lajoie, Ford, 267, 10.
28. (23) Bubba Wallace, Chevrolet, 266, 

9.
29. (29) Daniel Suarez, Toyota, 265, 8.
30. (35) Brennan Poole, Chevrolet, 265, 

7.
31. (30) Gray Gaulding, Chevrolet, 262, 

0.
32. (7) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 261, 15.
33. (37) JJ Yeley, Chevrolet, 261, 0.
34. (32) Quin Houff, Chevrolet, 259, 3.
35. (34) Joey Gase, Ford, 256, 0.
36. (38) Josh Bilicki, Ford, suspension, 

227, 0.
37. (36) Timmy Hill, Toyota, garage, 

160, 0.
38. (14) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, ac-

cident, 157, 1.
39. (39) Chad Finchum, Toyota, over-

heating, 19, 0.
Race Statistics

Average Speed of Race Winner: 131.424 
mph.

Time of Race: 3 hours, 3 minutes, 32 
seconds.

Margin of Victory: 0.148 seconds.
Caution Flags: 7 for 36 laps.
Lead Changes: 20 among 11 drivers.
Lap Leaders: K.Harvick 0; C.Elliott 1-27; 

Ky.Busch 28-30; D.Hamlin 31-83; Ky.Busch 
84-86; J.Logano 87; D.Hamlin 88-91; C.Elliott 
92-118; R.Blaney 119; M.DiBenedetto 120; 
B.Keselowski 121-122; W.Byron 123-134; 
C.Buescher 135-144; C.Elliott 145-163; 
D.Hamlin 164-166; A.Bowman 167-171; 
D.Hamlin 172-232; M.DiBenedetto 233-234; 
Ku.Busch 235-237; M.DiBenedetto 238-242; 
Ku.Busch 243-268

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Led, Laps Led): D.Hamlin, 4 times for 
121 laps; C.Elliott, 3 times for 73 laps; 
Ku.Busch, 2 times for 29 laps; W.Byron, 1 
time for 12 laps; C.Buescher, 1 time for 10 
laps; M.DiBenedetto, 3 times for 8 laps; 
Ky.Busch, 2 times for 6 laps; A.Bowman, 1 
time for 5 laps; B.Keselowski, 1 time for 2 
laps; R.Blaney, 1 time for 1 lap; J.Logano, 
1 time for 1 lap.

Wins: K.Harvick, 9; D.Hamlin, 6; 
B.Keselowski, 4; J.Logano, 2; C.Elliott, 
2; M.Truex, 1; A.Bowman, 1; Ku.Busch, 
1; A.Dillon, 1; R.Blaney, 1; C.Custer, 1; 
W.Byron, 1.

Top 16 in Points: 1. K.Harvick, 3104; 2. 
D.Hamlin, 3101; 3. B.Keselowski, 3059; 4. 
M.Truex, 3058; 5. J.Logano, 3054; 6. C.Elliott, 
3053; 7. A.Bowman, 3052; 8. Ky.Busch, 3043; 
9. Ku.Busch, 3041; 10. C.Bowyer, 3032; 11. 
A.Almirola, 3025; 12. A.Dillon, 3020; 13. 
R.Blaney, 2098; 14. M.DiBenedetto, 2092; 
15. C.Custer, 2088; 16. W.Byron, 2075.

French Open
Sunday

At Stade Roland Garros
Paris

Purse: $18,209,040
Surface: Red clay

(seedings in parentheses):
Men’s Singles

First Round
Jannik Sinner, Italy, def. David Goffin 

(11), Belgium, 7-5, 6-0, 6-3.
Sebastian Korda, United States, def. 

Andreas Seppi, Italy, 6-2, 4-6, 6-3, 6-3.
Benjamin Bonzi, France, def. Emil Ruu-

suvuori, Finland, 6-2, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4.
John Isner (21), United States, def. El-

liot Benchetrit, France, 6-4, 6-1, 6-3.
Stefano Travaglia, Italy, def. Pablo An-

dujar, Spain, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4.
Taylor Fritz (27), United States, def. 

Tomas Machac, Czech Republic, 7-5, 7-6 
(2), 1-6, 2-6, 6-3.

Federico Coria, Argentina, def. Jason 
Jung, Taiwan, 7-5, 7-6 (6), 7-6 (3).

Kei Nishikori, Japan, def. Daniel Evans 
(32), Britain, 1-6, 6-1, 7-6 (3), 1-6, 6-4.

Marco Cecchinato, Italy, def. Alex de 
Minaur (25), Australia, 7-6 (9), 6-4, 6-0.

Jurij Rodionov, Austria, def. Jeremy 
Chardy, France, 3-6, 4-6, 7-6 (6), 6-4, 10-8.

Dominik Koepfer, Germany, def. An-
toine Hoang, France, 6-2, 3-6, 6-1, 6-1.

Radu Albot, Moldova, def. Jordan 
Thompson, Australia, 6-2, 6-4, 6-1.

Norbert Gombos, Slovakia, def. Borna 
Coric (24), Croatia, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Benoit Paire (23), France, def. Kwon 
Soon Woo, South Korea, 7-5, 6-4, 6-4.

Stan Wawrinka (16), Switzerland, def. 
Andy Murray, Britain, 6-1, 6-3, 6-2.

Diego Schwartzman (12), Argentina, 
def. Miomir Kecmanovic, Serbia, 6-0, 6-1, 
6-3.

Juan Ignacio Londero, Argentina, def. 
Federico Delbonis, Argentina, 6-4, 7-6 (1), 
2-6, 1-6, 14-12.

Alexander Zverev (6), Germany, def. 
Dennis Novak, Austria, 7-5, 6-2, 6-4.

Women’s Singles
First Round

Kamilla Rakhimova, Russia, def. Shel-
by Rogers, United States, 6-2, 6-3.

Maria Sakkari (20), Greece, def. Ajla 
Tomljanovic, Australia, 6-0, 7-5.

Ekaterina Alexandrova (27), Russia, 
def. Maddison Inglis, Australia, 6-3, 6-3.

Victoria Azarenka (10), Belarus, def. 
Danka Kovinic, Montenegro, 6-1, 6-2.

Kaia Kanepi, Estonia, def. Marie Bouz-
kova, Czech Republic, 4-6, 6-4, 6-2.

Astra Sharma, Australia, def. Anna 
Blinkova, Russia, 6-3, 2-6, 7-5.

Elise Mertens (16), Belgium, def. Mar-
garita Gasparyan, Russia, 6-2, 6-3.

Simona Halep (1), Romania, def. Sara 
Sorribes Tormo, Spain, 6-4, 6-0.

Aliaksandra Sasnovich, Belarus, def. 
Anna-Lena Friedsam, Germany, 6-2, 2-6, 
6-3.

Anna-Karolina Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 
def. Venus Williams, United States, 6-4, 
6-4.

Caroline Garcia, France, def. Anett 
Kontaveit (17), Estonia, 6-4, 3-6, 6-4.

Martina Trevisan, Italy, def. Camila 
Giorgi, Italy, 7-5, 3-0, ret.

Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, def. Jil 
Teichmann, Switzerland, 6-4, 4-6, 6-3.

Barbora Strycova (32), Czech Republic, 
def. Varvara Lepchenko, United States, 7-
5, 6-2.

Nadia Podoroska, Argentina, def. 
Greet Minnen, Belgium, 6-2, 6-1.

Yulia Putintseva (23), Kazakhstan, def. 
Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, 6-1, 6-2.

Coco Gauff, United States, def. Johan-
na Konta (9), Britain, 6-3, 6-3.

Daria Gavrilova, Australia, def. Dayana 
Yastremska (24), Ukraine, 6-4, 6-3.

Eugenie Bouchard, Canada, def. Anna 
Kalinskaya, Russia, 6-4, 6-4.

Barbora Krejcikova, Czech Republic, 
def. Nina Stojanovic, Serbia, 6-3, 7-5.

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
Columbus 9 2 3 30 23 8
Philadelphia 8 2 4 28 24 11
Toronto FC 8 2 4 28 24 15
Orlando City 7 2 5 26 25 15
New England 5 3 6 21 15 12
New York 6 6 2 20 17 16
New York City FC 6 6 2 20 14 10
Nashville SC 4 5 4 16 11 14
Montreal 5 8 1 16 20 27
Chicago 4 7 3 15 18 22
Atlanta 4 8 2 14 13 19
Cincinnati 3 7 4 13 8 21
D.C. United 2 7 5 11 11 20
Inter Miami CF 3 9 2 11 12 22

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 7 3 3 24 29 12
Portland 7 4 3 24 27 24
Sporting KC 6 5 2 20 24 20
FC Dallas 5 3 5 20 19 13
Colorado 5 4 4 19 25 20
Minnesota United 5 5 4 19 24 21
Los Angeles FC 5 6 3 18 32 29
Real Salt Lake 4 4 6 18 19 21
Houston 3 4 7 16 21 24
Vancouver 5 9 0 15 17 31
LA Galaxy 4 6 3 15 17 22
San Jose 3 6 5 14 19 39

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Saturday’s games
Houston 1, Nashville 1, tie
New York City FC 4, Cincinnati 0

Sunday’s games
New York 4, Montreal 1
New England 2, D.C. United 0
Philadelphia 3, Miami 0
Chicago 2, Atlanta 0
Toronto FC 3, Columbus 1
Real Salt Lake 0, Minnesota 0, tie
Orlando City 0, FC Dallas 0, tie
Sporting Kansas City at Colorado 

ppd.
Portland 1, Vancouver 0
San Jose 2, Los Angeles FC 1
Seattle 3, LA Galaxy 1

Saturday, October 3
New York at Orlando City
Atlanta at D.C. United
Chicago at Montreal
Nashville at New England
Philadelphia at Toronto FC
Sporting Kansas City at Houston
New York City FC at Miami
Cincinnati at Minnesota
Columbus at FC Dallas
Vancouver at Seattle
LA Galaxy at San Jose
Colorado at Portland

NWSL
W L T Pts GF GA

Chicago 1 1 1 4 6 4
North Carolina 1 0 1 4 4 3
Washington 1 1 1 4 4 4
Portland 1 0 0 3 3 0
Houston 1 1 0 3 6 5
Sky Blue FC 1 1 0 3 3 5
Reign FC 0 0 1 1 2 2
Orlando 0 1 1 1 1 3
Utah 0 1 1 1 2 5

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Saturday’s games
Washington 1, Chicago 1, tie
Reign FC 2, Utah 2, tie
Houston 3, Orlando 1

Wednesday’s game
Reign FC at Portland 

Saturday, Oct. 3
Washington at Sky Blue FC
Portland at Utah

Sunday, Oct. 4
North Carolina at Houston

AP Top 25
The Top 25 teams in The Associated 

Press college football poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Sep. 26, total points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote, and previous 
ranking:

Record Pts Pvs
 1. Clemson (55) 2-0 1,542 1
 2. Alabama (3) 1-0 1,473 2
 3. Florida 1-0 1,324 5
 4. Georgia 1-0 1,310 4
 5. Notre Dame 2-0 1,231 7
 6. Ohio St. (4) 0-0 1,169 -
 7. Auburn 1-0 1,133 8
 8. Miami 3-0 1,045 12
 9. Texas 2-0 862 8
10. Penn St. 0-0 840 -
11. UCF 2-0 743 13
12. North Carolina 1-0 734 11
13. Texas A&M 1-0 705 10
14. Oregon 0-0 651 -
15. Cincinnati 2-0 646 14
16. Mississippi St. 1-0 590 -
17. Oklahoma St. 2-0 555 15
18. Oklahoma 1-1 535 3
19. Wisconsin 0-0 510 -
20. LSU 0-1 401 6
21. Tennessee 1-0 377 16
22. BYU 2-0 295 18
23. Michigan 0-0 277 -
24. Pittsburgh 3-0 248 21
25. Memphis 1-0 196 17

Others receiving votes: Virginia Tech 
195, Louisiana-Lafayette 126, Minnesota 
110, Southern Cal 104, Kansas St. 60, SMU 
37, Marshall 31, Baylor 22, Iowa 16, Utah 
14, Virginia 12, Arkansas St. 11, UAB 5, 
Washington 4, Kentucky 4, Louisville 4, 
Army 3.

USA Today Top 25
The Amway Top 25 football poll, with 

first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Sept. 27, total points based on 25 
points for first place through one point 
for 25th, and previous ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
 1. Clemson (42) 2-0 1194 1
 2. Alabama (4) 1-0 1144 2
 3. Florida 1-0 1038 6
 4. Georgia 1-0 1006 3
 5. Notre Dame 2-0 971 7
 6. Ohio State (2) 0-0 890 10
 7. Auburn 1-0 889 8
 8. Miami 3-0 795 14
 9. Texas 2-0 745 9
10. Penn State 0-0 589 13
11. North Carolina 1-0 578 12
12. Central Florida 2-0 577 15
13. Texas A&M 1-0 561 11
14. Mississippi St. 1-0 492 NR
15. Cincinnati 2-0 480 16
16. Oklahoma 1-1 473 3
17. LSU 0-1 445 5
18. Wisconsin 0-0 438 17
19. Oklahoma St. 2-0 374 18
20. Tennessee 1-0 321 21
21. Michigan 0-0 271 19
22. Brigham Young 2-0 260 23
23. Virginia Tech 1-0 215 24
24. Memphis 1-0 210 20
25. Pittsburgh 3-0 179 NR

Others receiving votes: Louisiana-La-
fayette (3-0) 108; Minnesota (0-0) 106; 
SMU (3-0) 46; Kansas State (1-1) 33; Iowa 
(0-0) 32; Virginia (1-0) 29; Baylor (1-0) 25; 
Marshall (2-0) 22; Kentucky (0-1) 17; Ar-
kansas St. (1-1) 16; Boston College (2-0) 
9; South Carolina (0-1) 6; Nebraska (0-0) 
4; Alabama-Birmingham (2-1) 3; Coastal 
Carolina (2-0) 3; Army (2-1) 3; Louisiana 
Tech (2-0) 2; Mississippi (0-1) 1.

Pro soccer

Corales Pun tacana Resort
Sunday

At Corales Golf Club
La Altagracia, Dominican Republic

Purse: $4 million
Yardage: 7,666; Par: 72

Final Round
H. Swafford, $720,000 65-67-69-69—270 -18
T. McCumber, $436,000 65-71-69-66—271 -17
M. Hughes, $276,000 68-67-67-70—272 -16
Nate Lashley, $196,000 68-71-65-69—273 -15
Adam Long, $164,000 70-65-64-75—274 -14
James Hahn, $140,000 68-68-70-69—275 -13
Anirban Lahiri, $140,000 69-72-64-70—275 -13
Luke List, $117,000 69-65-71-71—276 -12
C. Percy, $117,000 67-70-72-67—276 -12
Will Zalatoris, $117,000 70-71-70-65—276 -12
S. Cappelen, $93,000 69-69-71-68—277 -11
P. Rodgers, $93,000 67-69-72-69—277 -11
Xinjun Zhang, $93,000 66-69-68-74—277 -11
S. Harrington, $65,000 65-74-69-70—278 -10
C. Hoffman, $65,000 69-68-71-70—278 -10
Matt Jones, $65,000 71-69-71-67—278 -10
Kelly Kraft, $65,000 68-68-70-72—278 -10
Sean O’Hair, $65,000 67-67-70-74—278 -10
A. Smalley, $65,000 70-67-72-69—278 -10
Justin Suh, $65,000 67-67-71-73—278 -10 
R. Gibson, $39,000 71-69-67-72—279 -9
E. Grillo, $39,000 70-68-68-73—279 -9
K. Hickok, $39,000 69-72-67-71—279 -9
H. Lebioda, $39,000 70-71-72-66—279 -9
Pat Perez, $39,000 70-70-71-68—279 -9
H. Stenson, $39,000 70-69-69-71—279 -9
R. Streb, $39,000 68-72-69-70—279 -9
S. Bae, $27,400 71-68-75-66—280 -8
Sam Burns, $27,400 69-67-78-66—280 -8
J. Byrd, $27,400 68-71-70-71—280 -8
K. Stanley, $27,400 67-72-73-68—280 -8
V. Whaley, $27,400 69-71-71-69—280 -8
R. Brehm, $20,450 67-72-68-74—281 -7
T. Detry, $20,450 68-69-72-72—281 -7
D. Hearn, $20,450 67-74-69-71—281 -7
J. Kim, $20,450 72-69-68-72—281 -7
R. Oppnhm, $20,450 72-67-69-73—281 -7
S. Stallings, $20,450 69-72-71-69—281 -7
S. Straka, $20,450 65-70-72-74—281 -7
B. Stuard, $20,450 67-71-73-70—281 -7

Golf

WNBA playoffs
Seeding in parentheses

All games played at Bradenton, Fla.
Semifinals

(Best-of-five; x-if necessary)
(7) Connecticut 2, (1) Las Vegas 2

Connecticut 87, Las Vegas 62
Las Vegas, 83, Connecticut 75
Connecticut 77, Las Vegas 68
Sunday: Las Vegas 84, Connecticut 75
Tuesday: Game 5

(2) Seattle 3, (4) Minnesota 0
Seattle 88, Minnesota 86
Thursday: Seattle 89, Minnesota 79
Sunday: Seattle 92, Minnesota 71 

Pro basketball

Sept. 29
1954 — Willie Mays makes his over-

the-shoulder catch of Vic Wertz’ long 
drive to center field and pinch-hitter 
Dusty Rhodes homers off Bob Lemon in 
the 10th inning to lead the New York Gi-
ants to a 5-2 victory over the Cleveland 
Indians in Game 1 of the World Series.

1977 — Muhammad Ali wins a unani-
mous 15-round decision over Earnie 
Shavers at Madison Square Garden in 
New York to retain his world heavy-
weight title.

Serena 
wins after
slow start 
in opener

BY HOWARD FENDRICH 
AND JEROME PUGMIRE

Associated Press

PARIS — Serena Williams went 
from a 72-minute struggle of a 
first set that required a tiebreaker 
to resolve in her first-round match 
at the French Open to a lopsided 
second set in which she did not 
drop a game.

“I just need to play with more 
confidence,” Williams said, by 
way of explanation for how her 7-6 
(2), 6-0 victory over 102nd-ranked 
Kristie Ahn unfolded Monday, 
“like I’m Serena.”

Well, yes, she was more herself 
for the latter half of the contest, 
which by the end really wasn’t 
much of a contest.

And this is how Ahn described 
the sensation of being across the 
net from that version of Williams, 
the one where she is at her very 
best.

“It feels like you’re trying to 
push a runaway train in the op-
posite direction,” Ahn said. “It’s 
very difficult to try and stop, to 
stop her momentum when she’s 
going, when she’s feeling it.”

Imagine Ahn’s (bad) luck of 
the draw: She is the first player to 
face Williams in the first round at 
two consecutive Grand Slam tour-
naments, having also lost their 
matchup at the U.S. Open.

“I mean, I laughed,” Ahn said. 
“I mean, what are the odds?”

They were followed onto Court 
Philippe Chartier by 12-time 
French Open champion Rafael 
Nadal.

The man Nadal beat in the 
last two finals, Dominic Thiem, 
won his first match since win-
ning the U.S. Open, advancing to 
the second round with a 6-4, 6-3, 
6-3 victory over 2014 U.S. Open 
champion Marin Cilic.

This, too, was a recent rematch 
from New York.

Thiem will next face Ameri-
can qualifier Jack Sock, who beat 
Reilly Opelka 6-4, 6-4, 6-3 and 
was one of six men from the U.S. 
to get to the second round; only 
one did a year ago in Paris.

Among the key results on Day 
2 of a chilly, pandemic-post-
poned French Open were losses 
by 2019 runner-up Marketa Von-
drousova, who was beaten 6-1, 6-2 
by Polish teenager Iga Swiatek; 
2017 U.S. Open finalist and 2018 
French Open semifinalist Madi-
son Keys; and men’s seeds No. 14 
Fabio Fognini and No. 19 Felix 
Auger-Aliassime.

Williams now gets another re-
match, facing Tsvetana Pironkova, 
the player the 39-year-old Ameri-
can beat in the quarterfinals in 
New York earlier this month.

“It’s always exciting to face 
her,” Pironkova said.

Williams has won three of her 
professional-era record 23 Grand 
Slam singles titles in Paris; add 
one more and she’ll equal Marga-
ret Court’s all-era mark. 
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BY JENNA FRYER

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Two decades of 
heartbreak at his home track fi-
nally ended for Kurt Busch when 
a little bit of luck fell his way at 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway.

Busch happened to be the lead-
er when a late caution Sunday 
night jumbled the field and put 
him in control of his 0-for-21 los-
ing streak in his hometown. He 
had three magnificent restarts, 
including one in overtime, to steal 
a vital playoff race.

The good timing helped Busch 
sneak his way into the third round 
of the NASCAR Cup playoffs. He 
had been ranked last among the 
12 title contenders before the 
race; now he’s guaranteed a slot 
in the round of eight.

“This is 20 years of agony and 
defeat and today triumph,” Busch 
said. “I don’t know if I have any 
gas left or if I just filled my tank 
up to go win every race. This is 
my hometown and I have so many 
people to thank and I know they 
are watching on television so 
proud of their hometown driver.”

The win, the first of the season 
for the 2004 Cup champion, was 
celebrated alongside younger 
brother, Kyle. The reigning NAS-
CAR champion slammed doors 
with his big brother on the cool-

down lap. Busch then took the
checkered flag to the finish line 
and smacked it on each of the let-
ters in Las Vegas.

“This is what kids dream of 
when they grow up racing. You
dream of winning at your home-
town track,” said Busch, “and for 
two decades, it’s kicked my butt.“

It was the first win of the year
for Chip Ganassi Racing and the
first in the playoffs for a Chevro-
let driver. Busch happened to be
the leader during a round of green
flag pit stops interrupted with 32
laps remaining by just the fifth
caution of the race. It cycled him
to the lead for the ensuing restart
and he had an incredible jump to
control the front.

Busch did it two more times,
including a final restart in over-
time, to deny the challengers .

Matt DiBenedetto, eliminated
from the playoffs last weekend, 
finished second in a Ford for
Wood Brothers Racing in his best
finish of the season. After the
race, he reiterated he wants an
extension to continue driving the 
No. 21 next season.

“I love driving for the Wood
Brothers, I want that (win) No. 
100 for them so bad,” DiBenedet-
to said. The team has a deadline
this week to inform DiBenedetto
if he’s being extended for next
year.

NBA PLAYOFFS/NHL PLAYOFFS/NASCAR

Hometown victor: Busch 
finally wins in Las Vegas

BY TIM REYNOLDS 
Associated Press

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla.  — 
It was exactly one year ago Sun-
day when Jimmy Butler walked 
into the Miami Heat practice 
gym, took a seat on a makeshift 
stage and said he wanted to be 
part of the team’s next title run.

He’ll have that chance.
The Heat are going to the NBA 

Finals — surprising many, per-
haps, but not themselves. Bam 
Adebayo scored a season-high 32 
points and grabbed 14 rebounds, 
Butler scored 22 points and 
Miami won the Eastern Confer-
ence finals for the sixth time by 
topping the Boston Celtics 125-
113 on Sunday night.

“A great series. It was so com-
petitive,” Heat coach Erik Spoel-
stra said. “I mean, in many ways, 
this was a seven-game series, just 
how competitive it was. Extreme-
ly well-coached and well-put to-
gether and we are just honored 
to be a part of that type of series 
in the conference finals, and then 
we get an opportunity for the next 
stage. Our guys will look forward 
to it. We’re going to try to enjoy it 
for a night.”

Miami won the series 4-2 — and 
now, waiting on that next stage to 
decide the NBA title, are LeBron 
James and the Los Angeles Lak-
ers. Game 1 is Wednesday night.

Tyler Herro scored 19 points, 
Duncan Robinson and Andre 
Iguodala each had 15 and Goran 
Dragic added 13 for the Heat.

“We deserve to be here,” Drag-
ic said.

Jaylen Brown scored 26 points, 
Jayson Tatum had 24 and a ca-
reer-high 11 assists, and Mar-
cus Smart and Kemba Walker 
each scored 20 points for Boston 
— which fell in the East finals 
for the third time in the last four 
seasons.

“Miami deserves a lot of cred-

it,” Celtics coach Brad Stevens 
said. “They’re super physical, 
super tough, very, very savvy. I 
think they’re the best team in the 
East and deserve to be represent-
ing the East in the way that they 
have played.”

The Heat were down by six 
early in the fourth before regain-
ing control. A 6-0 burst — Herro 
had the last five of those points, 
needing only 31 seconds to do so 
— tied it at 96. Boston took the 
lead twice more, with Adebayo 
answering both times, first with 
a dunk, then a go-ahead three-
point play with 6:16 left.

He smacked the floor in 
celebration.

It’s like Miami knew what was 
coming. It never trailed again. 
Herro had a pair of baskets in a 9-
0 burst that put the Heat up by 10, 
Adebayo found Butler for a layup 
and a 116-102 lead and everyone 
on the team’s bench was on their 
feet.

“This means everything,” 
Herro said.

And before long, all the Celt-
ics could do was offer their 
congratulations.

“Regrets, I don’t have any,” 
Walker said. “I don’t have any, 
man. I thought we fought hard. A 
lot of credit to Miami. Those guys 
are really good.”

The Heat are the only NBA 
franchise with six Finals appear-
ances in the last 15 years. They’re 
seeking their fourth title, and this 
chance didn’t come easily.

Miami had a 5-for-5 stretch 
from three-point range in the first 
quarter, but otherwise struggled 
again from beyond the arc in the 
first half. The Heat were 6-for-14 
from deep in the first 24 minutes, 
Boston was 11-for-23 before the 
break and Miami took a 62-60 
lead into halftime.

And the margin remained two 
going into the fourth.

Iguodala’s fourth three-pointer 
— in as many attempts — with 
4:20 left in the third put the Heat 
up eight, before Brown had five 
points in a 10-2 Celtics spurt to tie 
it. Dragic had a go-ahead layup 
on Miami’s final shot of the quar-
ter and it was 88-86 Heat with 12 
minutes remaining.

 The Heat scored 35 of the 
game’s final 52 points. 

Stanley Cup Final
(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary)

At Edmonton, Alberta
Tampa Bay 3, Dallas 2

Dallas 4, Tampa Bay 1
Tampa Bay 3, Dallas 2
Tampa Bay 5, Dallas 2
Tampa Bay 5, Dallas 4, OT
Dallas 3, Tampa Bay 2, 2OT
Monday: Game 6
x-Wednesday: Game 7

NBA scoreboard

Playoffs
CONFERENCE FINALS

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary)
Eastern Conference
Miami 4, Boston 2

Miami 117, Boston 114, OT
Miami 106 Boston 101
Boston  117, Miami 106
Miami 112, Boston 109
Boston 121, Miami 108
Sunday: Miami 125, Boston 113

Western Conference
L.A. Lakers 4, Denver 1

L.A. Lakers 126, Denver 114
L.A. Lakers 105, Denver 103
Denver 114, L.A. Lakers 106
L.A. Lakers 114, Denver 108
L.A. Lakers 117, Denver 110

NBA FINALS
(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary)

L.A. Lakers vs. Miami
Wednesday: Game 1
Friday: Game 2
Sunday: Game 3
Tuesday, Oct. 6: Game 4
x-Friday, Oct. 9: Game 5
x-Sunday, Oct. 11: Game 6
x-Tuesday, Oct. 13: Game 7

Sunday 
Heat 125, Celtics 113

BOSTON — Brown 10-17 3-3 26, Tatum 
9-26 3-4 24, Theis 2-3 2-2 6, Smart 8-22 0-0 
20, Walker 7-15 3-4 20, Hayward 5-12 0-0 
12, Williams 0-0 0-0 0, Williams III 1-1 0-0 
2, Kanter 1-2 1-2 3, Wanamaker 0-1 0-0 0. 
Totals 43-99 12-15 113.

MIAMI — Butler 8-19 6-7 22, Crowder 
4-9 0-0 9, Adebayo 11-15 10-11 32, Dragic 
4-11 3-4 13, Robinson 5-8 0-0 15, Hill 0-0 
0-0 0, Iguodala 5-5 1-2 15, Herro 8-13 2-2 
19. Totals 45-80 22-26 125.

Boston 27 33 26 27—113
Miami 33 29 26 37—125
Three-Point Goals—Boston 15-46 

(Smart 4-13, Brown 3-7, Tatum 3-10, 
Walker 3-10, Hayward 2-5), Miami 13-27 
(Robinson 5-7, Iguodala 4-4, Dragic 2-5, 
Herro 1-3, Crowder 1-5, Butler 0-3). Fouled 
Out—Boston 1 (Theis), Miami None. Re-
bounds—Boston 42 (Brown, Smart 8), 
Miami 40 (Adebayo 14). Assists—Boston 
26 (Tatum 11), Miami 30 (Butler 8). Total 
Fouls—Boston 21, Miami 13. 

Adebayo has 32 points, 14 rebounds as Miami ousts Boston in Game 6

Heat force way into finals

Bubble won’t return 
for 2020-21 season

BY STEPHEN WHYNO

Associated Press

EDMONTON, Alberta — The 
64 days spent in the NHL play-
off bubble feel like six months to 
Barclay Goodrow.

“It’s tough,” the Tampa Bay 
Lightning forward said. “It’s been 
a grind.”

It’s a grind he and players won’t 
do again next season. The league 
and Players’ Association will 
meet within the next two weeks 
to discuss the many possibilities 
of what the 2020-21 season could 
look like, but there’s no desire to 
stage it entirely within quaran-
tined bubbles.

“Certainly not for a season, of 
course not,” NHLPA executive 
director Don Fehr told The Asso-
ciated Press on Sunday. “Nobody 
is going to do that for four months 
or six months or something like 
that. Whether we could create 
some protected environments 
that people would be tested and 
they’d be clean when they came 
in and lasted for some substan-
tially shorter period of time with 
people cycling in and out is one 
of the things I suspect we will 
examine.”

Not long after the Stanley Cup is 
awarded, which could be as soon 
as Monday night if the Lightning 
beat the Dallas Stars in Game 6 
of the final, the two sides will talk 
about when next season might 

start, how many games might 
be possible, what testing and
protocols might be required and
whether fans might be allowed
into buildings at some capacity at 
some point.

A week after Commissioner
Gary Bettman said a mid-to-late
December or January start was
possible, Fehr agreed that the ten-
tative Dec. 1 opening night target
date was the “earliest conceivable
date” the season could start and
there’s good reason to believe it’ll
be later.

The NHLPA is in the process 
of finalizing a committee to start 
answering the myriad of ques-
tions hockey faces in trying to get
another season going. And while
that and negotiations will begin 
quickly, the league and players
are on the same page, that just like 
the return to play plan, they want
to take time to get this right.

“Nobody is going to rush it,”
Fehr said.

NHL scoreboard

MARK J. TERRILL/AP

Miami Heat’s Bam Adebayo, on the court, celebrates with a teammate after their series-clinching 125-
113 win over the Boston Celtics in the NBA Eastern Conference final Sunday in Lake Buena Vista, Fla.
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 American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
x-Tampa Bay 40 20 .667 —
z-New York 33 27 .550  7
z-Toronto 32 28 .533  8
Baltimore 25 35 .417 15
Boston 24 36 .400 16

Central Division
x-Minnesota 36 24 .600 —
z-Chicago 35 25 .583  1
z-Cleveland 35 25 .583  1
Kansas City 26 34 .433 10
Detroit 23 35 .397 12

West Division
x-Oakland 36 24 .600 —
z-Houston 29 31 .483  7
Seattle 27 33 .450  9
Los Angeles 26 34 .433 10
Texas 22 38 .367 14

   National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
x-Atlanta 35 25 .583 —
z-Miami 31 29 .517  4
Philadelphia 28 32 .467  7
New York 26 34 .433  9
Washington 26 34 .433  9

Central Division
x-Chicago 34 26 .567 —
z-Cincinnati 31 29 .517  3
z-St. Louis 30 28 .517  3
z-Milwaukee 29 31 .483  5
Pittsburgh 19 41 .317 15

West Division
x-Los Angeles 43 17 .717 —
z-San Diego 37 23 .617  6
San Francisco 29 31 .483 14
Colorado 26 34 .433 17
Arizona 25 35 .417 18

x-clinched division
z-clinched playoff berth

 Sunday’s games
Kansas City 3, Detroit 1
Baltimore 7, Toronto 5
L.A. Dodgers 5, L.A. Angels 0
Tampa Bay 5, Philadelphia 0
Cleveland 8, Pittsburgh 6
Miami 5, N.Y. Yankees 0
Oakland 6, Seattle 2
Boston 9, Atlanta 1
Texas 8, Houston 4
Chicago Cubs 10, Chicago White Sox 8
Cincinnati 5, Minnesota 3, 10 innings
Arizona 11, Colorado 3
St. Louis 5, Milwaukee 2
San Diego 5, San Francisco 4
Washington 15, N.Y. Mets 5

Monday’s games
No games scheduled, regular season 

over

 Sunday
Rays 5, Phillies 0

Philadelphia     Tampa Bay
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
McCtchn lf 4 0 0 0 Tstsgo 3b-lf 5 0 0 0
Bohm 3b 4 0 1 0 B.Lowe dh 3 0 0 0
Harper dh 4 0 2 0 Arzrna lf-cf 2 1 0 0
Realmuto c 3 0 1 0 Lowe 1b-3b 4 1 2 0
Segura 2b 4 0 0 0 Wendle ss 3 1 1 1
Gregorius ss 4 0 1 0 Renfroe rf 4 0 2 1
Gsselin 1b-rf 2 0 0 0 Phillips cf 0 0 0 0
Hseley ph-cf 1 0 0 0 Smith ph-c 4 1 2 1
Kingery cf 2 0 1 0 Brosseau 2b 4 1 2 1
Bruce ph-rf 1 0 0 0 Perez c-1b 3 0 0 0
Quinn rf 1 0 0 0 
Knapp ph-1b 2 0 0 0 
Totals 32 0 6 0 Totals 32 5 9 4
Philadelphia 000 000 000—0
Tampa Bay 012 002 00x—5

E—Wendle (5). DP—Philadelphia 
2, Tampa Bay 2. LOB—Philadelphia 6, 
Tampa Bay 8. 2B—Bohm (11), Smith (3). 
3B—Brosseau (1).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Philadelphia
Nola L,5-5 3C 6 3 3 3 6
Neris 1B 2 2 2 0 4
Eflin 2C 1 0 0 1 0
Romero  B 0 0 0 0 0
Tampa Bay
Fleming W,5-0 6 4 0 0 1 5
Drake 1 0 0 0 0 0
Loup 1 1 0 0 0 0
Sherriff 1 1 0 0 0 0

HBP—Eflin (Wendle). WP—Neris. T—
2:59.

Nationals 15, Mets 5
New York     Washington
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Nimmo lf 5 1 2 0 Stvenson lf 4 3 2 3
Cano dh 3 0 0 0 Turner ss 5 2 2 7
Davis ph-dh 1 0 0 0 Soto rf 1 0 1 0
Alonso 1b 5 2 3 3 Noll ph-1b 3 0 1 0
Frazier 3b 5 0 0 0 Hrnndez dh 3 0 0 1
Ramos c 3 0 1 0 Gomes c 3 2 1 2
Chirinos c 1 0 0 0 Holt 1b-rf 4 2 1 0
Guillorme 2b 3 1 2 0 Harrison 3b 3 3 1 0
Rosario ss 4 0 2 0 Garcia 2b 4 1 2 2
Heredia cf 4 1 2 2 Robles cf 0 1 0 0
Cordell rf 4 0 0 0 Taylor cf 3 1 0 0
Totals 38 5 12 5 Totals 33 15 11 15
New York 210 100 100— 5
Washington 156 003 00x—15

DP—New York 0, Washington 1. LOB—
New York 8, Washington 8. 2B—Guil-
lorme 2 (6), Alonso (6), Stevenson 2 (7), 
Holt (6). HR—Alonso 2 (16), Heredia (2), 
Turner (12), Gomes (4). SF—Hernandez 
(1), Gomes (3).
 IP H R ER BB SO
New York
Lugo, L, 3-4 1B 5 6 6 2 1
Shreve  C 0 0 0 1 0
Brach 0 0 3 3 3 0
Matz 3 3 3 3 1 4
Betances  B 2 3 3 3 1
Hughes  C 0 0 0 1 2
Familia 2 1 0 0 0 2
Washington
Voth, W, 2-5 5 9 4 4 0 4
McGowin 2 2 1 1 0 3
Espino 2 1 0 0 2 3

Brach pitched to 3 batters in the 3rd. 
HBP—Lugo (Robles). WP—Brach, Familia. 
T—3:35.

 Athletics 6, Mariners 2
Seattle     Oakland
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Crawford ss 4 1 2 1 Semien ss 5 0 1 0
Lewis cf 3 0 0 0 La Stella 2b 2 1 2 0
Seager 3b 4 0 0 0 Kemp lf 2 1 1 0
France 2b 3 0 2 1 Davis dh 1 0 1 0
White 1b 4 0 0 0 Pndr ph-dh 3 0 1 1
Mrmljos dh 3 1 0 0 Canha lf-cf 4 0 2 4
Lopes lf 4 0 0 0 Olson 1b 4 0 0 0
Bishop rf 4 0 0 0 Lureano cf 2 0 0 0
Odom c 3 0 0 0 Orf 2b 2 0 0 0
     Piscotty rf 4 0 0 0
     Lamb 3b 2 1 1 1
     Murphy c 3 3 1 0
Totals 32 2 4 2 Totals 34 6 10 6
Seattle 110 000 000—2
Oakland 100 010 31x—6

E—Semien (7), Lamb (1). LOB—Seattle 
6, Oakland 11. 2B—La Stella (6), Murphy 
(5), Kemp (5), Canha (12). HR—Lamb (3). 
SB—Lewis (5).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Seattle
Gonzales 5 6 2 2 1 5
Gerber 1 0 0 0 0 0
Hirano L,0-1  B 3 3 3 2 1
Brennan  C 0 0 0 1 1
Ramirez 1 1 1 1 2 2
Oakland
Montas 6 4 2 0 2 13
Petit W,2-1 1 0 0 0 0 0
Diekman H,13 1 0 0 0 0 2
Trivino 1 0 0 0 0 1

HBP—Diekman (France), Ramirez 
(Lamb). T—3:06.

Royals 3, Tigers 1
Detroit     Kansas City
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Reyes cf 4 0 1 0 Gordon lf 1 0 0 0
Cmeon rf 4 1 0 0 Crdero rf-cf 1 1 0 0
Goodrum ss 4 0 0 0 Mrreld rf-lf 4 0 0 0
Dixon 1b 3 0 1 1 Mondesi ss 4 1 3 2
Stewart dh 3 0 0 0 Perez c 4 0 0 0
Bonifacio lf 3 0 0 0 Franco 3b 3 0 0 0
Haase c 3 0 0 0 Dozier 1b 3 0 1 0
Paredes 3b 3 0 0 0 McBrm dh 3 1 1 1
Alcntara 2b 2 0 1 0 Olvres cf-lf 3 0 0 0
 Totals 29 1 3 1 Totals 29 3 5 3
Detroit 100 000 000—1
Kansas City 000 110 01x—3

DP—Detroit 0, Kansas City 1. LOB—
Detroit 2, Kansas City 4. 2B—Dixon (1), 
Mondesi (11). HR—Mondesi (6), McB-
room (6).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Detroit
Zimmermann 1 1 0 0 0 2
Skubal L,1-4 5 2 2 2 1 6
Jimenez 1 1 0 0 0 0
Norris  C 1 1 1 1 0
Farmer  B 0 0 0 0 1
Kansas City
Singer W,4-5 7 3 1 1 0 5
Barlow H,7 1 0 0 0 0 1
Hahn S,3-3 1 0 0 0 1 3

WP—Hahn. T—2:27. 

Orioles 7, Blue Jays 5
Baltimore     Toronto
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Hays lf 4 1 1 1 Biggio 3b 3 0 0 0
Stwart rf 4 0 1 0 Bchette ss 3 0 0 0
Mntcstle 1b 5 1 2 0 Panik ph-ss 2 0 0 0
Nunez dh 4 1 2 1 Gurrero dh 4 1 1 1
Ruiz 3b 4 1 1 1 Grichuk cf 4 1 1 0
Alberto 2b 4 1 0 1 Grriel Jr. lf 4 3 4 2
Sisco c 3 0 0 0 Shaw 1b 4 0 1 0
Valaika ss 3 1 1 1 Villar 2b 4 0 0 0
Mullins cf 4 1 2 2 Davis rf 3 0 0 1
     Jansen c 3 0 0 0
Totals 35 7 10 7 Totals 34 5 7 4
Baltimore 001 330 000—7
Toronto 013 000 010—5

E—Mountcastle (1), Sisco (2), Grichuk 
(1). DP—Baltimore 0, Toronto 1. LOB—Bal-
timore 6, Toronto 6. 2B—Nunez (10), Ruiz 
(11), Gurriel Jr. 2 (14). 3B—Mullins 2 (3). 
HR—Guerrero Jr. (9), Gurriel Jr. (11). SF—
Hays (2), Davis (1).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Baltimore
Akin 3 5 4 4 1 4
Lakins Sr. W,3-2 2 0 0 0 1 2
Fry H,5 1B 1 0 0 1 3
Harvey H,4  C 0 0 0 0 0
Armstrong H,3 1 1 1 0 0 0
Valdez S,3-3 1 0 0 0 0 0
Toronto
Roark 4 5 4 2 2 2
Yamaguchi L,2-4 2 4 3 3 1 0
Murphy 2 1 0 0 1 1
Cole 1 0 0 0 0 2

WP—Harvey. T—2:52.

Red Sox 9, Braves 1
Boston     Atlanta
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Bradley cf 6 2 3 1 Albies 2b 5 0 1 0
Devers 3b 6 0 1 1 Freeman 1b 4 0 1 0
Bogaerts ss 3 1 2 1 Hchvrria ph 1 0 0 0
Puello rf 2 1 2 0 Ozuna dh 4 1 2 1
Martinez dh 5 1 1 2 Sndoval 3b 2 0 0 0
Plawecki c 3 1 1 0 Duvall lf 4 0 1 0
Dalbec 1b 3 1 0 0 Markakis rf 4 0 2 0
Chavis lf 5 1 1 1 Swanson ss 3 0 0 0
Lin rf-2b 5 0 1 0 Flowers c 4 0 0 0
Arauz 2b-ss 4 1 3 3 Inciarte cf 3 0 0 0
Totals 42 9 15 9 Totals 34 1 7 1
Boston 100 110 501—9
Atlanta 100 000 000—1

LOB—Boston 11, Atlanta 10. 2B—Brad-
ley Jr. (11), Chavis (5), Markakis (15). 
HR—Bradley Jr. (7), Bogaerts (11), Marti-
nez (7), Arauz (1), Ozuna (18).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Boston
Pivetta W,2-0 5 4 1 1 2 5
Hernandez H,2 1 1 0 0 2 2
Weber 2 2 0 0 0 1
Kickham 1 0 0 0 0 1
Atlanta
Wilson 3 5 1 1 2 2
Smith L,2-2 1 1 1 1 0 2
O’Day 1 1 1 1 0 2
Greene 1 0 0 0 1 0
Martin 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jackson 1 5 5 5 1 0
Melancon 1 2 0 0 0 3
Tomlin 1 1 1 1 0 2

 HBP—Jackson (Dalbec). T—3:23.

Padres 5, Giants 4
San Diego     San Francisco
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Strahm p-p 0 0 0 0 Slater dh 5 0 0 0
Tatis Jr. ss 2 0 0 0 Ystrzski rf 2 0 2 0
Mateo pr-2b 2 1 1 1 Ruf lf 1 0 0 0
Machado 3b 2 0 0 0 Dckrn ph-lf 1 0 0 0
G.Garcia 3b 2 0 0 1 Solano ph 1 0 0 0
Nola dh-c 4 1 1 0 Duggar lf 0 0 0 0
Myers rf 5 1 2 2 Flores 2b 4 1 1 1
Moreland 1b 3 0 2 1 Belt 1b 3 0 0 0
Pham lf 4 0 0 0 Lngoria 3b 4 1 1 0
Cwrth 2b-ss 4 1 0 0 Dubon cf 4 1 1 1
Castro c 2 0 0 0 Crwford ss 4 1 1 2
Adams p 1 0 0 0 Bart c 3 0 0 0
Hill p 1 0 0 0 
Pagan p 0 0 0 0 
Rosenthal p 0 0 0 0 
Profar cf 4 1 2 0 
Totals 36 5 8 5 Totals 32 4 6 4
San Diego 010 100 300—5
San Francisco 010 000 210—4

E—Belt (2), Longoria (2). DP—San Di-
ego 1, San Francisco 0. LOB—San Diego 8, 
San Francisco 6. 2B—Nola (4), Moreland 
(5), Mateo (3), Myers (14). HR—Myers 
(15), Dubon (4), Crawford (8), Flores (12). 
SB—Profar (7). SF—G.Garcia (1).
 IP H R ER BB SO
San Diego
Morejon 2C 3 1 1 0 4
Altavilla W,1-1 1C 0 0 0 1 0
Strahm H,5 1 0 0 0 1 0
Adams H,1 1B 2 2 2 1 2
Hill H,5  C 1 1 1 1 2
Pagan H,7  C 0 0 0 0 1
Rosenthal S,4-5 1 0 0 0 0 3
San Francisco
Smyly L,0-1 5 3 2 2 1 10
Rogers 1 1 0 0 0 0
Garcia  C 2 3 0 0 1
Webb  B 1 0 0 2 0
Selman  C 1 0 0 0 1
Cahill  B 0 0 0 0 0
Gausman 1 0 0 0 0 2

Strahm pitched to 3 batters in the 6th. 
HBP—Strahm (Dickerson). WP—Smyly. 
T—3:22.

 Reds 5, Twins 3 (10)
Cincinnati     Minnesota
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Iglesias p-p 0 0 0 0 Kepler rf 4 1 0 0
Aquino lf 3 0 0 0 Arraez 2b 4 0 2 0
Brnhrt ph-1b 2 1 1 1 Adrnza ph 1 0 0 0
Cstllanos rf 4 0 0 0 Cruz dh 3 0 0 0
Votto dh-1b 2 1 0 1 Rosario lf 3 0 0 1
Suarez 3b 5 0 2 2 Cave cf 3 1 0 0
Mstks 1b-2b 5 0 1 0 Sano 1b 4 0 1 0
Senzel cf 2 0 0 0 Polanco ss 4 1 0 0
Akyma ph-cf 2 0 0 0 Gnzalez 3b 3 0 1 1
Farmer 2b 2 0 1 0 Avila c 2 0 0 0
Winker ph-lf 2 1 1 0 Grver ph-c 2 0 1 0
Lrnzen pr-cf 0 1 0 0 
Garcia ss 2 0 0 0 
Galvis ph-ss 2 0 1 1 
Casali c 3 1 1 0 
Totals 36 5 8 5 Totals 33 3 5 2
Cincinnati 000 001 100 3—5
Minnesota 000 011 000 1—3

E—Garrett (1). DP—Cincinnati 2, Min-
nesota 1. LOB—Cincinnati 7, Minnesota 
6. 2B—Suarez (8), Winker (7), Arraez (9). 
SB—Galvis (1). SF—Rosario (2).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Cincinnati
Gray 5B 2 2 2 4 4
Antone 1C 0 0 0 0 3
Garrett  B 1 0 0 0 1
Sims 1B 1 0 0 0 2
Iglesias W,4-3 1B 1 1 0 0 3
Minnesota
Hill 5C 2 1 1 3 4
Wisler BS,1-2  C 1 0 0 0 1
Clippard BS,0-2  C 2 1 1 0 2
May 1 0 0 0 0 3
Thielbar L,2-1 1B 0 1 0 0 1
Romo 0 2 2 2 2 0
Alcala  C 1 0 0 0 0

Romo pitched to 4 batters in the 10th. 
WP—Gray(3). T—3:53.

Indians 8, Pirates 6
Pittsburgh     Cleveland
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Frzier 2b 5 1 2 2 Lindor ss 5 0 0 0
Hayes 3b 4 1 2 1 Hrnndez 2b 3 2 1 0
Moran dh 5 0 0 0 Ramirez 3b 3 2 2 0
Bell 1b 4 0 0 0 Santana 1b 3 3 3 4
Reynolds cf 4 0 1 0 Reyes dh 3 1 1 4
Gonzalez ss 4 0 0 0 Naylor lf 4 0 2 0
Riddle lf 4 2 1 0 DeShlds cf 0 0 0 0
Osuna rf 4 2 3 2 Luplow rf 4 0 0 0
Susac c 2 0 0 0 R.Perez c 3 0 1 0
     Mrcdo cf-lf 4 0 1 0
Totals 36 6 9 5 Totals 32 8 11 8
Pittsburgh 011 022 000—6
Cleveland 002 003 30x—8

E—Santana (4), Lindor (1). DP—Pitts-
burgh 2, Cleveland 1. LOB—Pittsburgh 7, 
Cleveland 5. 2B—Frazier 2 (7), Osuna (3), 
Santana 2 (7), Ramirez 2 (16). HR—Hayes 
(5), Osuna (4), Santana (8), Reyes (9). 
SF—Reyes (5).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Pittsburgh
Brubaker 5 7 5 5 2 3
Hartlieb H,5 1 2 0 0 0 0
Turley L,0-3 BS,1-5 1 2 3 3 0 0
Cederlind 1 0 0 0 0 1
Cleveland
Quantrill 3 4 2 1 0 2
Maton 1 0 0 0 0 1
Hill  B 2 2 1 1 0
O.Perez  C 0 0 0 0 1
Wittgren 1 3 2 2 1 2
Karinchak W,1-2 1 0 0 0 0 3
Cimber H,3  C 0 0 0 1 0
Hand S,16-16 1B 0 0 0 0 1

Brubaker pitched to 3 batters in the 
6th. HBP—Brubaker (Ramirez), O.Perez 
(Bell), Turley (Hernandez). WP—Brubak-
er, Turley. T—3:00.

Cardinals 5, Brewers 2
Milwaukee     St. Louis
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Garcia cf 5 0 0 0 Wong 2b 4 1 1 1
Yelich lf 2 1 1 0 Edman 3b 4 0 0 0
Brun rf 3 0 0 0 Gldhmdt 1b 4 1 3 1
Gyorko 1b 4 0 1 0 Carlson lf 4 0 0 0
Vgelbach dh 3 0 0 1 Molina c 3 0 0 0
Hiura 2b 4 0 0 0 DeJong ss 3 0 1 1
Arcia ss 3 1 1 0 Fowler rf 3 0 0 0
Urias 3b 1 0 0 0 Bader cf 3 2 2 1
Sgard ph-3b 1 0 0 0 O’Neill dh 2 1 0 0
Taylor ph 1 0 0 0 
Peterson 3b 0 0 0 0 
Nttngham c 4 0 2 1 
Totals 31 2 5 2 Totals 30 5 7 4
Milwaukee 000 100 001—2
St. Louis 004 100 00x—5

E—Peralta (2), Peterson (3). DP—Mil-
waukee 0, St. Louis 1. TP—Milwaukee 1, 
St. Louis 0. LOB—Milwaukee 8, St. Louis 3. 
2B—Arcia (10). 3B—Bader (2). HR—Bader 
(4). SB—O’Neill (3).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Milwaukee
Anderson L,4-4 2 2 2 2 1 1
Peralta 2 4 3 3 1 3
Topa 2 0 0 0 0 3
Yardley 1 0 0 0 0 1
Houser 1 1 0 0 0 0
St. Louis
Gomber 4 1 1 1 2 3
Gallegos W,2-2 2 1 0 0 0 3
Cabrera 1B 1 0 0 2 2
Reyes S,1-1 1C 2 1 1 1 2

Anderson pitched to 2 batters in the 
3rd, Gallegos pitched to 1 batter in the 
7th. HBP—Gomber (Vogelbach). WP—
Gomber, Cabrera. T—2:58.

Marlins 5, Yankees 0
Miami     New York
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Dckerson dh 5 0 1 1 LeMhieu 1b 3 0 2 0
Marte cf 1 0 0 0 Judge rf 2 0 0 0
Brnson pr-cf 3 0 0 0 Hicks cf 4 0 0 0
Aguilar 1b 4 0 0 0 Voit dh 3 0 0 0
Andrson 3b 4 1 1 1 Urshela 3b 4 0 0 0
Joyce rf 3 1 0 0 Torres ss 4 0 1 0
Berti 2b 3 1 1 0 Gardner lf 4 0 3 0
Chisholm ss 4 2 2 3 G.Snchez c 4 0 0 0
Wallach c 4 0 3 0 Wade 2b 3 0 0 0
Sierra lf 4 0 1 0 
Totals 35 5 9 5 Totals 31 0 6 0
Miami 030 010 010—5
New York 000 000 000—0

DP—Miami 2, New York 1. LOB—Miami 
8, New York 8. 2B—Chisholm (1). HR—An-
derson (11), Chisholm (2). SB—Hicks (4).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Miami
Urena 2B 2 0 0 2 2
Castano W,1-2 6B 4 0 0 2 2
Hoyt  B 0 0 0 0 0
New York
Schmidt L,0-1 4 4 3 3 2 4
Holder 2 3 1 1 0 0
Nelson 3 2 1 1 2 3

HBP—Schmidt (Marte). WP—Schmidt. 
T—3:05.

Dodgers 5, Angels 0
Los Angeles      Los Angeles
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Fletcher 3b 4 0 0 0 Pollock cf 3 2 3 3
Walsh 1b 3 0 0 0 Seager ss 4 0 0 0
Ward rf 3 0 0 0 Kolarek rf 0 0 0 0
Ohtani dh 4 0 1 0 Turner 3b 2 0 0 0
Adell cf 3 0 0 0 Rios pr-3b 1 0 0 0
Bemboom c 2 0 0 0 Muncy 1b 3 0 0 0
Upton lf 3 0 0 0 Lux 2b 1 0 0 0
Jones 2b 3 0 2 0 Smith dh 4 0 0 0
Soto ss 3 0 0 0 Taylor 2b-lf 4 0 1 0
     Hrndz rf-1b 4 0 1 0
     A.Barnes c 2 1 0 0
     Pdrson lf-rf 2 2 1 0
Totals 28 0 3 0 Totals 30 5 6 3
Los Angeles (A) 000 000 000—0
Los Angeles (N) 102 000 20x—5

E—Walsh (1). DP—Los Angeles (A) 1, 
Los Angeles (N) 1. LOB—Los Angeles (A) 
4, Los Angeles (N) 5. 2B—Hernandez (8). 
HR—Pollock 2 (16).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Los Angeles (A)
Sandoval L,1-5 2C 1 3 2 3 3
Bard 1B 1 0 0 0 2
Bedrosian 1 1 0 0 1 0
J.Barnes 1 1 0 0 0 1
Milner 1 2 2 2 0 0
Robles 1 0 0 0 0 1
Los Angeles (N)
Gonzalez 1 1 0 0 0 1
May W,3-1 4 2 0 0 2 5
Baez H,6 1 0 0 0 1 0
Treinen H,9 1 0 0 0 0 0
Graterol 1 0 0 0 0 1
Jansen 1 0 0 0 0 1

Gonzalez pitched to 1 batter in the 
2nd. T—2:54.

Rangers 8, Astros 4
Houston     Texas
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Springer cf 3 0 0 0 Choo dh 1 0 1 0
Straw cf 2 0 0 0 Clhun pr-dh 3 0 0 0
Altuve 2b 2 2 1 1 Taveras cf 5 1 2 2
Tucker lf 2 0 0 0 Kner-Ffa 3b 3 0 0 0
Brantley dh 2 0 1 0 Dietrich 3b 0 0 0 0
Toro ph-dh 3 0 1 0 Gallo rf 4 2 1 0
Bregman 3b 4 0 0 0 Solak lf 3 1 1 0
Diaz lf-2b 4 1 1 2 White lf 1 0 1 0
Gurriel 1b 4 0 1 0 Odor 2b 3 2 2 4
Correa ss 2 1 2 1 Huff c 3 1 1 1
Mayfield ss 1 0 0 0 Guzman 1b 4 0 1 0
Reddick rf 3 0 0 0 Tejeda ss 3 1 1 0
Garneau c 3 0 1 0 
Totals 35 4 8 4 Totals 33 8 11 7
Houston 101 100 010—4
Texas 010 510 10x—8

E—Garneau (4). DP—Houston 2, Texas 
0. LOB—Houston 9, Texas 8. HR—Altuve
(5), Correa (5), Diaz (3), Odor 2 (10). SB—
Tejeda (4), Taveras (6).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Houston
De Jong L,0-1 3C 6 6 6 2 6
Rodriguez 4 5 2 2 3 5
Garcia  B 0 0 0 0 0
Texas
Lyles 3 4 2 2 2 4
Benjamin 1 2 1 1 0 1
Hearn W,1-0 1 0 0 0 1 1
Allard 1 0 0 0 1 1
Martin 1 0 0 0 0 0
Hernandez 1 1 1 1 1 0
Montero 1 1 0 0 0 0

Rodriguez pitched to 4 batters in the 
8th. HBP—De Jong (Gallo), Garcia (Diet-
rich). WP—Rodriguez. T—3:28.

Cubs 10, White Sox 8
Chicago      Chicago
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Hamilton cf 4 3 2 1 Andrson ss 4 1 0 0
Maybin rf 4 0 1 2 Mncada 3b 4 2 1 0
Schwrber lf 3 1 0 0 Grandal c 4 1 2 3
Bryant 3b 4 2 1 2 Abreu 1b 3 0 0 0
Baez dh 5 0 1 1 Encrncn dh 4 1 0 0
Caratini c 5 1 2 0 Robert cf 5 1 3 1
Bote 2b 4 1 1 2 Mazara rf 5 1 2 1
Kipnis 1b 3 1 0 0 Engel lf 4 1 2 2
Hoerner ss 3 1 0 0 Mdrigal 2b 4 0 1 0
Totals 35 10 8 8 Totals 37 8 11 7
Chicago (N) 060 100 300—10
Chicago (A) 000 010 052— 8

E—Cordero (1). DP—Chicago (N) 1, 
Chicago (A) 0. LOB—Chicago (N) 6, Chica-
go (A) 8. 2B—Mazara (6). HR—Bryant (4), 
Bote (7), Hamilton (1), Engel (3), Grandal 
(8). SB—Maybin (3), Hamilton 2 (3).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Chicago (N)
Alzolay W,1-1 5 2 1 1 2 8
Quintana 2 2 0 0 1 2
Marquez  C 2 5 5 3 1
Underwood Jr. 1 5 2 2 0 2
Chafin S,1-1  B 0 0 0 0 1
Chicago (A)
Lopez L,1-3 1B 4 6 6 3 3
Rodon 1C 0 0 0 0 1
Fry 2B 1 1 1 1 1
Cordero 1 2 3 2 1 1
Gonzalez  B 1 0 0 0 1
Heuer  B 0 0 0 0 1
Foster 2 0 0 0 2 1

Underwood Jr. pitched to 5 batters in 
the 9th, Cordero pitched to 5 batters in 
the 7th. HBP—Rodon (Schwarber). WP—
Marquez(2), Underwood Jr.(2), Cordero. 
T—3:37.

Diamondbacks 11, Rockies 3
Colorado     Arizona
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Tapia lf 4 1 2 0 Lcstro lf-rf 5 1 2 0
Funts 1b-3b 4 0 1 1 Marte 2b 3 2 2 3
Blackmon rf 3 0 0 0 VnMtr pr-2b 0 0 0 0
Butera 1b 1 0 0 0 Walker 1b 4 0 1 0
Story ss 4 0 0 0 Calhoun rf 5 1 2 3
E.Diaz dh 4 0 0 0 P.Smith lf 0 0 0 0
McMn 3b-2b 4 0 0 0 Escobar dh 5 1 2 0
Hmpsn 2b-cf 4 0 0 0 Ahmed ss 4 2 2 2
Hilliard cf-rf 4 1 1 0 Varsho cf 3 1 0 1
Wolters c 2 1 2 1 Mathisn 3b 3 1 2 0
     Kelly c 3 2 2 2
Totals 34 3 6 2 Totals 35 11 15 11
Colorado 000 000 030— 3
Arizona 204 001 40x—11

E—Bumgarner (2), Locastro (1), 
Mathisen (2). DP—Colorado 3, Arizona 1. 
LOB—Colorado 5, Arizona 7. 2B—Tapia 2 
(8), Fuentes (7), Marte (14), Escobar (7), 
Ahmed (10), Locastro (4), Kelly (5). 3B—
Hilliard (2). HR—Calhoun (16). SF—Marte
(3).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Colorado
Freeland L,2-3 2B 8 6 6 2 2
Goudeau 3C 4 1 1 0 2
Doyle  B 1 4 4 3 0
Mujica 1C 2 0 0 0 0
Arizona
Bumgarner W,1-4 5 2 0 0 0 4
C.Smith 2 0 0 0 0 3
Lopez 0 4 3 3 0 0
R.Smith 2 0 0 0 0 3

Lopez pitched to 5 batters in the 8th. 
HBP—Goudeau (Kelly), Bumgarner (Wolt-
ers). T—2:54.

Calendar
Sept. 29 — AL wild card series start.
Sept. 30 — NL wild card series start.
Oct. 5 — AL Division Series start, Los 

Angeles and San Diego.
Oct. 6 — NL Division Series start, Ar-

lington, Texas, and Houston.
Oct. 11 — AL Championship Series 

starts, San Diego.
Oct. 12 — NL Championship Series 

starts, Arlington, Texas.
Oct. 15 — International amateur sign-

ing period closes, 5 p.m. EDT
Oct. 20 — World Series starts, Arling-

ton, Texas.
October TBA — Trading resumes, day

after World Series. 

MLB SCOREBOARD

DARRYL WEBB/AP

Arizona Diamondbacks mascot 
D. Baxter, top, throws imposter 
mascot Rat Leon to the floor.
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LeMahieu is 1st to win undisputed titles in both leagues, Soto is youngest NL champ

Batting champs in short season unlike others

Playoffs
WILD CARD SERIES

(Best-of-three, x-if neccesary)
American League

Tampa Bay vs. Toronto
Tuesday: Game 1, Toronto (TBD) at 

Tampa Bay (Snell 4-2); AFN-Sports, 11 
p.m. Tuesday CET; 6 a.m. Wednesday JTK

Wednesday: Game 2, Toronto (TBD) at 
Tampa Bay (Glasnow 5-1)

x-Thursday: Game 3, Toronto (TBD) at 
Tampa Bay (Morton 2-2)

Oakland vs. Chicago White Sox
Tuesday: Game 1, Chicago White Sox 

(Giolito 4-3) at Oakland (Manaea 4-3); 
AFN-Sports2, 9 p.m. Tuesday CET; 4 a.m. 
Wednesday JTK

Wednesday: Game 2, Chicago White 
Sox (Keuchel 6-2) at Oakland (Bassitt 5-
2)

x-Thursday: Game 3 
Minnesota vs. Houston

Tuesday: Game 1, Houston (Greinke 3-
3) at Minnesota (Maeda 6-1); AFN-Sports, 
8 p.m. Tuesday CET; 3 a.m. Wednesday 
JTK

Wednesday: Game 2, Houston (TBD) at 
Minnesota (Berrios 5-4)

x-Thursday: Game 3, Houston (TBD) at 
Minnesota (Pineda 2-0)

Cleveland vs. New York Yankees
Tuesday: Game 1, New York Yankees 

(Cole 7-3) at Cleveland (Bieber 8-1); AFN-
Sports2, 1 a.m. Wednesday CET; 9 a.m. 
Wednesday JTK

Wednesday: Game 2, New York Yan-
kees (Tanaka 3-3) at Cleveland (Carrasco 
3-4)

x-Thursday: Game 3, New York Yan-
kees (Happ 2-2 or Garcia 3-3) at Cleve-
land (Plesac 4-2)

National League
Los Angeles Dodgers vs. Milwaukee
Wednesday: Game 1, Milwaukee (TBD) 

at Los Angeles Dodgers (Buehler 1-0))
Thursday:  Game 2, Miwaukee at Los 

Angeles Dodgers
x-Friday: Game 3 

Atlanta vs. Cincinnati
Wednesday: Game 1, Cincinnati (Bau-

er 5-4) at Atlanta (Fried 7-0)
Thursday: Game 2, Cincinnati at At-

lanta
x-Friday: Game 3 

Chicago Cubs vs. Miami
Wednesday: Game 1, Miami (TBD) at 

Chicago Cubs (Hendricks 6-5 or Darvish 
8-3)

Thursday: Game 2, Miami (TBD) at Chi-
cago Cubs (Darvish 8-3 or Hendricks 6-5)

x-Friday: Game 3 
San Diego vs. St. Louis

Wednesday: Game 1, St. Louis (TBD) 
at San Diego (Lamet 3-1)

Thursday: Game 2 
x-Friday: Game 3

Scoreboard
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“You had to throw some of the expectations 
out the window not knowing what to expect 
after taking those couple weeks off and all 
those doubleheaders and so many new guys,” 
Cardinals first baseman Paul Goldschmidt 
said. “It was very different, very fulfilling to 
make the playoffs.”

All matchups are best-of-three, with every 
game hosted by the top seed in ballparks with-
out fans. With no days off, pitching strategies 
will be paramount, particularly how manag-
ers use their bullpens. Following the wild-
card rounds, the remaining clubs will move 
to neutral site bubbles in Texas and Southern 
California to crown a champion.

The biggest losers Sunday were Philadel-
phia and the Giants. As it turned out, either 
team would’ve gotten in with a win.

“It’s tough sitting here and not thinking 
(about the playoffs),” Phillies slugger Bryce 
Harper said after a 5-0 loss at Tampa Bay. 
“We had opportunities to win games and we 
just didn’t get it done.”

October on deck means the end of seven-in-
ning games and no more automatic runners 
at second base to begin the 10th, but other 
new rules implemented this season apply: 
designated hitters in the National League and 
relievers must face three batters or end the 
inning.

Nothing else kooky in this 16-team tourna-
ment, though. Like, no penalty at-bats to de-
cide extra long games.

“It’s going to be wild, everything about it,” 
Rays outfielder Kevin Kiermaier said as the 
playoffs approached.

“Anything can happen, we all know that, 
and that’s why I think it’s going to be must-
see TV throughout both leagues. It is. I think 
there’s going to be a lot of surprises, American 
League, National League, just with the three-
game format for the first round,” he said.

Nothing scheduled for Monday, but the day 
after the season is typically busy, too, espe-
cially for managers on shaky ground. The 
Red Sox said Sunday that Ron Roenicke won’t 
be back next year, and the Angels fired gen-
eral manager Billy Eppler.

Every team, meanwhile, hopes to be 
healthy.

Star outfielders Mookie Betts of the Dodg-
ers and Ronald Acuna Jr. of the Braves are 
ailing, Marlins outfielder Starling Marte and 
pitcher Jose Urena left Sunday’s game with 
injuries.

“Kind of your biggest fear on a day like 

today,” Marlins manager Don Mattingly said 
after a 5-0 win at Yankee Stadium. “You hate 
to be playing your guys almost.”

Dodgers newcomer David Price, Cardinals 
reliever Jordan Hicks and White Sox pitcher 
Michael Kopech are among the players who 
opted out before the season began and will be 
absent in the playoffs. Atlanta outfielder Nick 
Markakis chose not to play, then returned in 
early August.

NL batting champion Juan Soto and the 
World Series champion Washington Nation-
als missed the playoffs, as did three-time AL 
MVP Mike Trout. 

Fitting: With no days off, pitching is paramount in wild card 

BY RONALD BLUM

Associated Press

NEW YORK — DJ LeMahieu became 
the first player to win undisputed batting 
titles in both leagues and Juan Soto the 
youngest NL champion as Major League 
Baseball’s shortest regular season since 
1878 ended Sunday.

Home runs were down from last year’s 
record level in a mini-season of dimin-
ished offense. The .245 big league batting 
average was the the lowest since .237 in 
1968 and down from .252 last year.

Indians ace Shane Bieber finished with 
a 1.63 ERA, the lowest figure to lead the 
American League since Luis Tiant’s 1.60 
for Cleveland in 1968, a year of pitching 
dominance that caused baseball officials 
to lower the mound the following year.

The average time of a nine-inning game 
set another new high, at 3 hours, 7 min-
utes, 46 seconds, up from 3:05:35 last year. 
While a three-batter minimum was insti-
tuted, active rosters expanded from 25 to 
28 for the 60-game season and gave man-
agers more pitching options.

LeMahieu hit .364 for the New York Yan-
kees, the highest for an AL batting cham-
pion since Minnesota’s Joe Mauer hit .365 
in 2009 and well ahead of 2019 AL batting 
champion Tim Anderson of the Chicago 
White Sox, who finished second at .322. 
LeMahieu won the NL batting title with 
Colorado in 2016.

“I wish it were over 162 games. I wish 

there were fans in the stands but it is what 
it is,” LeMahieu said. “I’m definitely proud 
of it.”

He became just the fourth Yankees play-
er to lead the majors in batting average 
after Lou Gehrig in 1934, Joe DiMaggio in 
1939 and Mickey Mantle in 1956. Despite 
the shorter schedule, no one approached 
becoming the first .400 hitter since Ted 
Williams batted . 406 in 1941.

Ed Delahanty hit .410 for the Philadel-
phia Phillies to win the NL batting cham-
pionship in 1899 and is credited by some 
researchers with the 1902 AL crown at 
.376, while others accept Nap Lajoie as 
winning that title at .378 despite lacking 
the plate appearances required in more 
modern times.

Luke Voit joined Babe Ruth, Gehrig, 
DiMaggio, Mantle, Roger Maris and Alex 
Rodriguez as New York Yankees to top the 
majors in home runs. Voit’s total of 22 was 
the fewest for a major league leader since 
1918 at the end of the dead ball era but ex-
trapolates to 59 over a full season.

LeMahieu and Voit became the first 
teammates to win batting and home run 
titles in the same season since the Milwau-
kee Braves’ Hank Aaron (.355) and Eddie 
Mathews (46) in 1959. They are just the 
fifth pair of teammates to do it, a group 
that includes Cincinnati’s Cy Seymour and 
Fred Odell in 1905, Philadelphia’s Billy 
Hamilton and Delahanty in 1893 and the 
Chicago White Stockings’ Cap Anson and 
Jimmy Ryan in 1888.

“Obviously, everybody wishes this year 
wouldn’t have been so weird,” Voit said. 
“You’ve got to just roll with it.”

Soto batted .351 for Washington and at 
21 years, 11 months, 2 days became the 
youngest NL batting champion. He sur-
passed Pete Reiser, who was 22 years, 195 
days when he won for Brooklyn in 1941. Al 
Kaline is the youngest batting champion, 
winning the 1955 AL title for Detroit at 20 
years, 9 months, 6 days. Soto walked and 
singled Sunday, then came out of the game 
with a lead over Atlanta’s Freddie Free-
man, who finished second at .341.

“It’s a little different, because we just 
played 60 games — and I didn’t get to play 
all the 60 games,” said Soto, who tested 
positive for the coronavirus on opening 
day. “You just feel good about it, because 
you see how consistent you’ve got to be to 
win it. It means you’ve got to be consistent 
the whole two months. So it just feels good. 
I’ve never won one in 162 games, so I can’t 
tell you if it feels the same.”

Atlanta’s Marcell Ozuna led the NL with 
18 homers and 56 RBIs. Jose Abreu of the 
Chicago White Sox led the major leagues 
with 60 RBIs after topping the AL last year 
with 123.

After strikeouts set a record for the 12th 
straight season last year at an average of 
8.81 per team per game, they declined 
slightly to 8.68.

But the gap between hits and strikeouts 
got even wider despite the short season. 
Strikeouts had a 189 advantage when they 

exceeded hits for the first time in 2018, the
gap grew to 783 last year and to 1,147 this
year despite only 37% of a normal season’s
games. With no fans in ballparks and a
revised schedule that restricted teams to
their geographic regions — East vs. East,
Central vs. Central and West vs. West — 
home teams had a bigger advantage than
usual. Home teams went 500-398 for a .557
winning percentage, the highest since .559
in 2010. 

NICK WASS/AP

Washington Nationals’ Juan Soto, left, 
reacts at first after a single Sunday as 
Nationals first base coach Bob Henley, 
right, looks on. Soto, only 21, won the 
NL batting title with a .351 average.

MIKE CARLSON/AP

Phillies players react at the end of a 5-0 loss Sunday to the Tampa Bay Rays in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. A win would have placed the Phillies in the wild-card playoffs.
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American Conference
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 3 0 0 1.000 93 77
New England 2 1 0 .667 87 66
Miami 1 2 0 .333 70 65
N.Y. Jets 0 3 0 .000 37 94

South
Tennessee 3 0 0 1.000 80 74
Indianapolis 2 1 0 .667 84 45
Jacksonville 1 2 0 .333 70 84
Houston 0 3 0 .000 57 95

North
Baltimore 2 0 0 1.000 71 22
Pittsburgh 3 0 0 1.000 80 58
Cleveland 2 1 0 .667 75 88
Cincinnati 0 2 1 .000 66 74

West
Kansas City 2 0 0 1.000 57 40
Las Vegas 2 1 0 .667 88 90
L.A. Chargers 1 2 0 .333 52 57
Denver 0 3 0 .000 45 70

National Conference
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Dallas 1 2 0 .333 88 97
Washington 1 2 0 .333 62 81
Philadelphia 0 2 1 .000 59 87
N.Y. Giants 0 3 0 .000 38 79

South
Tampa Bay 2 1 0 .667 82 61
Carolina 1 2 0 .333 68 81
New Orleans 1 2 0 .333 88 94
Atlanta 0 3 0 .000 90 108

North
Chicago 3 0 0 1.000 74 62
Green Bay 3 0 0 1.000 122 85
Detroit 1 2 0 .333 70 92
Minnesota 0 3 0 .000 75 102

West
Seattle 3 0 0 1.000 111 86
Arizona 2 1 0 .667 77 61
L.A. Rams 2 1 0 .667 89 71
San Francisco 2 1 0 .667 87 46

Thursday’s games
Miami 31, Jacksonville 13

Sunday’s games
Pittsburgh 28, Houston 21
Tennessee 31, Minnesota 30
Cincinnati 23, Philadelphia 23, OT
Chicago 30, Atlanta 26
Cleveland 34, Washington 20
New England 36, Las Vegas 20
Buffalo 35, L.A. Rams 32
San Francisco 36, N.Y. Giants 9
Indianapolis 36, N.Y. Jets 7
Carolina 21, L.A. Chargers 16
Tampa Bay 28, Denver 10
Detroit 26, Arizona 23
Seattle 38, Dallas 31
Green Bay 37, New Orleans 30

Monday’s games
Kansas City at Baltimore

Thursday, Oct. 1
Denver at N.Y. Jets

Sunday, Oct. 4
L.A. Chargers at Tampa Bay
Cleveland at Dallas
Baltimore at Washington
Pittsburgh at Tennessee
Arizona at Carolina
New Orleans at Detroit
Jacksonville at Cincinnati
Minnesota at Houston
Seattle at Miami
Indianapolis at Chicago
N.Y. Giants at L.A. Rams
Buffalo at Las Vegas
New England at Kansas City
Philadelphia at San Francisco

Monday, Oct. 5
Atlanta at Green Bay

Sunday
Seahawks 38, Cowboys 31

Dallas 9 6 7 9—31
Seattle 9 14 7 8—38

First Quarter
Dal—FG Zuerlein 43, 8:10.
Sea—Lockett 43 pass from R.Wilson 

(Myers kick), 6:39.
Sea—safety, 6:36.
Dal—Elliott 1 run (kick failed), 1:40.

Second Quarter
Sea—Lockett 1 pass from R.Wilson 

(Myers kick), 6:53.
Dal—C.Wilson 40 pass from Prescott 

(kick blocked), 6:05.
Sea—Lockett 1 pass from R.Wilson 

(Myers kick), :07.
Third Quarter

Sea—Hollister 1 pass from R.Wilson 
(Myers kick), 14:14.

Dal—C.Wilson 42 pass from Prescott 
(Zuerlein kick), 5:47.

Fourth Quarter
Dal—Gallup 43 pass from Prescott 

(pass failed), 13:07.
Dal—FG Zuerlein 42, 3:59.
Sea—Metcalf 29 pass from R.Wilson 

(Hollister pass from R.Wilson), 1:47.
 Dal Sea
First downs 27 23
Total Net Yards 522 412
Rushes-yards 21-61 26-117
Passing 461 295
Punt Returns 4-33 1-0
Kickoff Returns 1-0 2-26
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-4
Comp-Att-Int 37-57-2 27-40-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-11 4-20
Punts 3-46.3 7-54.7
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 2-1
Penalties-Yards 10-59 5-30
Time of Possession 27:26 32:34

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Dallas, Elliott 14-34, 

Prescott 6-26, Lamb 1-1. Seattle, Carson 
14-64, Wilson 6-22, Homer 2-19, Hyde 4-
12.

PASSING—Dallas, Prescott 37-57-2-
472. Seattle, Wilson 27-40-0-315.

RECEIVING—Dallas, Cooper 9-86, Gal-
lup 6-138, Elliott 6-24, C.Wilson 5-107, 
Lamb 5-65, Schultz 4-48, Brown 1-9, Pol-
lard 1-(minus 5). Seattle, Lockett 9-100, 
Olsen 5-61, Metcalf 4-110, Carson 3-12, 
Dissly 2-5, Swain 1-13, Hyde 1-11, Dav.
Moore 1-2, Hollister 1-1.

Panthers 21, Chargers 16
Carolina 6 12 0 3—21
L.A. Chargers 0 7 3 6—16

First Quarter
Car—FG Slye 29, 9:20.
Car—FG Slye 24, 4:28.

Second Quarter
LAC—Ekeler 12 run (Badgley kick), 

14:14.
Car—FG Slye 30, 8:11.
Car—Mik.Davis 13 pass from Bridge-

water (kick blocked), 2:58.
Car—FG Slye 22, :00.

Third Quarter
LAC—FG Badgley 41, 1:12.

Fourth Quarter
Car—FG Slye 31, 10:58.
LAC—Allen 14 pass from Herbert (pass 

failed), 4:33.
 Car LAC
First downs 14 26
Total Net Yards 302 436
Rushes-yards 21-81 23-117
Passing 221 319
Punt Returns 1-8 2-10
Kickoff Returns 1-35 1-23
Interceptions Ret. 1-66 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 22-28-0 35-49-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-14 2-11
Punts 4-47.3 3-39.7
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 4-3
Penalties-Yards 3-30 8-60
Time of Possession 28:48 31:12

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Carolina, Davis 13-46, Bon-

nafon 2-16, Bridgewater 2-12, Samuel 4-7. 
L.A. Chargers, Ekeler 12-59, Kelley 8-43, 
Herbert 3-15.

PASSING—Carolina, Bridgewater 22-28-
0-235. L.A. Chargers, Herbert 35-49-1-330.

RECEIVING—Carolina, Davis 8-45, An-
derson 5-55, Samuel 4-45, Moore 2-65, 
Roberts 2-16, Thomas 1-9. L.A. Chargers, 
Allen 13-132, Ekeler 11-84, Henry 5-50, 
Guyton 2-23, Kelley 2-9, Williams 1-17, 
Hill 1-15.

Bengals 23, Eagles 23 (OT)
Cincinnati 0 10 7 6 0—23
Philadelphia 0 13 3 7 0—23

Second Quarter
Phi—FG Elliott 27, 14:57.
Cin—FG Bullock 48, 7:33.
Phi—FG Elliott 42, 2:47.
Cin—Higgins 1 pass from Burrow (Bull-

ock kick), 1:29.
Phi—Ward 29 pass from Wentz (Elliott 

kick), :16.
Third Quarter

Phi—FG Elliott 54, 8:39.
Cin—Higgins 4 pass from Burrow (Bull-

ock kick), 2:22.
Fourth Quarter

Cin—FG Bullock 31, 14:52.
Cin—FG Bullock 25, 3:05.
Phi—Wentz 7 run (Elliott kick), :21.

 Cin Phi
First downs 24 27
Total Net Yards 304 381
Rushes-yards 18-48 36-175
Passing 256 206
Punt Returns 4-37 2-2
Kickoff Returns 2-39 0-0
Interceptions Ret. 2-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 31-44-0 29-47-2
Sacked-Yards Lost 8-56 3-19
Punts 7-42.6 6-47.3
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-0
Penalties-Yards 9-73 11-93
Time of Possession 32:16 37:44

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Cincinnati, Mixon 17-49, 

Burrow 1-(minus 1). Philadelphia, Sand-
ers 18-95, Wentz 9-65, Hurts 2-8, Clement 
3-8, Scott 3-5, Ward 1-(minus 6).

PASSING—Cincinnati, Burrow 31-44-0-
312. Philadelphia, Wentz 29-47-2-225.

RECEIVING—Cincinnati, Boyd 10-125, 
Higgins 5-40, Green 5-36, Bernard 3-55, 
Tate 2-29, Mixon 2-16, Thomas 2-9, Carter 
1-1, Sample 1-1. Philadelphia, Ward 8-
72, Ertz 7-70, Sanders 4-12, Burnett 3-19, 
Hightower 2-19, Rodgers 2-15, D.Jackson 
2-11, Goedert 1-7.

Buccaneers 28, Broncos 10
Tampa Bay 10 13 5 0—28
Denver 0 10 0 0—10

First Quarter
TB—Godwin 10 pass from Brady (Suc-

cop kick), 9:58.
TB—FG Succop 43, :15.

Second Quarter
Den—FG McManus 56, 11:33.
TB—Evans 1 pass from Brady (Succop 

kick), 6:35.
TB—Evans 1 pass from Brady (kick 

blocked), 2:19.
Den—Patrick 7 pass from Driskel (Mc-

Manus kick), :14.
Third Quarter

TB—safety, 11:44.
TB—FG Succop 35, :00.
A—5,226.

 TB Den
First downs 17 13
Total Net Yards 353 226
Rushes-yards 25-68 14-42
Passing 285 184
Punt Returns 3-21 0-0
Kickoff Returns 1-17 0-0
Interceptions Ret. 2-25 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 25-38-0 25-39-2
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-12 6-45
Punts 5-43.8 6-37.7
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards 9-71 4-30
Time of Possession 33:02 26:58

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Tampa Bay, Jones 13-53, 

Fournette 7-15, Brady 5-0. Denver, Gor-
don 8-26, Driskel 3-14, Freeman 2-4, Ham-
ler 1-(minus 2).

PASSING—Tampa Bay, Brady 25-38-0-
297. Denver, Driskel 17-30-1-176, Rypien 
8-9-1-53.

RECEIVING—Tampa Bay, Gronkowski 
6-48, Godwin 5-64, Miller 3-83, Howard 3-
49, McCoy 2-24, Jones 2-20, Fournette 2-7, 
Evans 2-2. Denver, Jeudy 5-55, Fant 5-46, 
Patrick 4-43, Gordon 4-12, Hamler 3-30, 
Freeman 2-31, Spencer 1-7, Butt 1-5.

Colts 36, Jets 7
N.Y. Jets 7 0 0 0— 7
Indianapolis 7 10 14 5—36

First Quarter
Ind—X.Rhodes 44 interception return 

(Blankenship kick), 12:25.
NYJ—Berrios 16 pass from Darnold 

(Ficken kick), 5:12.
Second Quarter

Ind—Alie-Cox 1 pass from Rivers 
(Blankenship kick), 14:13.

Ind—FG Blankenship 42, 8:38.
Third Quarter

Ind—Taylor 1 run (Blankenship kick), 
5:21.

Ind—Carrie 47 interception return 
(Blankenship kick), :00.

Fourth Quarter
Ind—safety, 4:50.
Ind—FG Blankenship 41, 2:04.
A—7,480.

 NYJ Ind
First downs 15 21
Total Net Yards 260 353
Rushes-yards 29-109 31-119
Passing 151 234
Punt Returns 0-0 2-24
Kickoff Returns 4-75 1-8
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 3-91
Comp-Att-Int 17-29-3 19-25-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-17 0-0
Punts 5-42.0 4-43.8
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards 7-57 4-40
Time of Possession 29:52 30:08

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—N.Y. Jets, Gore 15-57, Per-

ine 7-24, Darnold 5-20, Ballage 2-8. India-
napolis, Taylor 13-59, Wilkins 9-39, Hines 
7-21, Brissett 2-0.

PASSING—N.Y. Jets, Darnold 17-29-
3-168. Indianapolis, Rivers 17-21-0-217, 
Brissett 2-4-0-17.

RECEIVING—N.Y. Jets, Ballage 5-44, 
Berrios 4-64, Herndon 3-21, Cager 2-35, 
Perine 2-(minus 1), Gore 1-5. Indianapo-
lis, Hines 4-40, Hilton 3-52, Alie-Cox 3-50, 
Pittman 3-26, Pascal 2-34, Fountain 2-23, 
Wilkins 1-6, Taylor 1-3.

MISSED FIELD GOALS—Indianapolis, 
Blankenship 41. 

Packers 37, Saints 30
Green Bay 3 10 14 10—37
New Orleans 7 10 10 3—30

First Quarter
GB—FG Crosby 52, 7:30.
NO—Kamara 11 pass from Brees (Lutz 

kick), 5:07.
Second Quarter

GB—FG Crosby 33, 14:12.
GB—Lazard 5 pass from Rodgers 

(Crosby kick), 10:32.
NO—FG Lutz 45, 4:28.
NO—Sanders 10 pass from Brees (Lutz 

kick), :06.
Third Quarter

GB—Jones 1 run (Crosby kick), 12:58.
NO—FG Lutz 35, 5:55.
GB—Lewis 18 pass from Rodgers 

(Crosby kick), 2:17.
NO—Kamara 52 pass from Brees (Lutz 

kick), :33.
Fourth Quarter

GB—FG Crosby 49, 8:47.
GB—Tonyan 1 pass from Rodgers 

(Crosby kick), 2:00.
NO—FG Lutz 34, :32.
A—748.

 GB NO
First downs 24 21
Total Net Yards 369 397
Rushes-yards 26-98 20-122
Passing 271 275
Punt Returns 0-0 1-14
Kickoff Returns 2-30 3-78
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 21-32-0 29-36-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-12 2-13
Punts 1-38.0 3-38.3
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 3-1
Penalties-Yards 2-10 8-83
Time of Possession 31:40 28:20

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Green Bay, Jones 16-69, 

Williams 6-14, Rodgers 2-12, Ervin 1-5, 
Lazard 1-(minus 2). New Orleans, Kamara 
6-58, Murray 12-58, T.Hill 2-6.

PASSING—Green Bay, Rodgers 21-32-
0-283. New Orleans, Brees 29-36-0-288.

RECEIVING—Green Bay, Lazard 6-146, 
Tonyan 5-50, Sternberger 3-36, Jones 2-17, 
Ervin 2-8, Lewis 1-18, Valdes-Scantling 1-5, 
Williams 1-3. New Orleans, Kamara 13-139, 
Sanders 4-56, Smith 4-42, Cook 2-21, Traut-
man 2-17, Harris 2-5, Murray 1-7, T.Hill 1-1.

Bears 30, Falcons 26
Chicago 3 7 0 20—30
Atlanta 6 10 10 0—26

First Quarter
Atl—Hurst 1 pass from Ryan (kick 

failed), 9:43.
Chi—FG Santos 35, 2:43.

Second Quarter
Atl—FG Koo 29, 8:31.
Atl—Hill 35 run (Koo kick), 4:37.
Chi—Ji.Graham 2 pass from Trubisky 

(Santos kick), 1:50.
Third Quarter

Atl—Gurley 10 run (Koo kick), 12:34.
Atl—FG Koo 36, 9:58.

Fourth Quarter
Chi—Ji.Graham 3 pass from Foles (re-

turn failed), 6:20.
Chi—A.Robinson 37 pass from Foles 

(Santos kick), 4:21.
Chi—Miller 28 pass from Foles (Santos 

kick), 1:53.
 Chi Atl
First downs 24 22
Total Net Yards 437 371
Rushes-yards 25-130 25-144
Passing 307 227
Punt Returns 1-6 3-32
Kickoff Returns 3-91 2-26
Interceptions Ret. 1-1 2-23
Comp-Att-Int 29-51-2 19-38-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-9 2-11
Punts 4-53.8 6-38.8
Fumbles-Lost 2-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards 10-80 7-75
Time of Possession 34:50 25:10

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Chicago, Trubisky 1-45, 

Montgomery 14-45, Cohen 2-21, Patter-
son 4-13, Miller 1-9, Foles 3-(minus 3). 
Atlanta, Gurley 14-80, Hill 9-58, Ridley 1-7, 
Ryan 1-(minus 1).

PASSING—Chicago, Foles 16-29-1-188, 
Trubisky 13-22-1-128. Atlanta, Ryan 19-
38-1-238.

RECEIVING—Chicago, Robinson 10-
123, Graham 6-60, Cohen 3-20, Harris 3-
15, Miller 2-41, Mooney 2-19, Montgom-
ery 2-9, Ginn 1-29. Atlanta, Ridley 5-110, 
Zaccheaus 4-41, Powell 3-27, Gage 2-26, 
Hill 1-22, Stocker 1-6, K.Smith 1-3, Gurley 
1-2, Hurst 1-1.

MISSED FIELD GOALS—Chicago, San-
tos 46. Atlanta, Koo 48. 

Lions 26, Cardinals 23
Detroit 3 14 3 6—26
Arizona 7 6 10 0—23

First Quarter
Det—FG Prater 37, 8:27.
Ari—Isabella 13 pass from K.Murray 

(Gonzalez kick), :14.
Second Quarter

Det—James 5 pass from Stafford 
(Prater kick), 6:15.

Ari—K.Murray 1 run (kick failed), 1:53.
Det—Golladay 15 pass from Stafford 

(Prater kick), :31.
Third Quarter

Ari—FG Gonzalez 54, 11:19.
Det—FG Prater 24, 5:27.
Ari—Isabella 4 pass from K.Murray 

(Gonzalez kick), :35.
Fourth Quarter

Det—FG Prater 35, 6:44.
Det—FG Prater 39, :00.

 Det Ari
First downs 22 28
Total Net Yards 322 377
Rushes-yards 27-90 27-109
Passing 232 268
Punt Returns 1-19 0-0
Kickoff Returns 2-48 5-99
Interceptions Ret. 3-58 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 22-31-0 23-35-3
Sacked-Yards Lost 4-38 1-2
Punts 4-55.5 2-46.0
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards 7-46 7-48
Time of Possession 32:50 27:10

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Detroit, Peterson 22-75, 

K.Johnson 3-16, Agnew 1-2, Stafford 1-
(minus 3). Arizona, Drake 18-73, K.Murray 
5-29, Edmonds 3-13, Isabella 1-(minus 6).

PASSING—Detroit, Stafford 22-31-0-
270. Arizona, K.Murray 23-35-3-270.

RECEIVING—Detroit, Golladay 6-57, 
Hockenson 4-53, M.Jones 3-51, James 3-
28, Agnew 2-20, Swift 1-19, Amendola 1-
18, K.Johnson 1-14, Peterson 1-10. Arizo-
na, Hopkins 10-137, Isabella 4-47, Daniels 
2-24, Johnson 2-24, Edmonds 2-21, Arnold 
1-11, Drake 1-6, Fitzgerald 1-0.

49ers 36, Giants 9
San Francisco 6 10 7 13—36
N.Y. Giants 0 6 3 0— 9

First Quarter
SF—FG Gould 52, 9:43.
SF—FG Gould 32, 1:02.

Second Quarter
NYG—FG Gano 52, 13:32.
NYG—FG Gano 42, 7:25.
SF—McKinnon 10 run (Gould kick), 

1:07.
SF—FG Gould 26, :03.

Third Quarter
NYG—FG Gano 47, 8:06.
SF—Aiyuk 19 run (Gould kick), 3:14.

Fourth Quarter
SF—Wilson 19 pass from Mullens 

(pass failed), 13:28.
SF—Wilson 2 run (Gould kick), 3:35.

 SF NYG
First downs 29 13
Total Net Yards 420 231
Rushes-yards 35-93 15-66
Passing 327 165
Punt Returns 0-0 0-0
Kickoff Returns 0-0 4-57
Interceptions Ret. 1-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 25-36-0 17-32-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-16 2-14
Punts 0-0.0 1-54.0
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 4-2
Penalties-Yards 6-45 5-28
Time of Possession 39:44 20:16

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—San Francisco, McKinnon 

14-38, Aiyuk 3-31, Wilson 12-15, Hasty 2-9, 
Mullens 4-0. N.Y. Giants, Jones 5-49, Free-
man 5-10, Gallman 4-7, D.Lewis 1-0.

PASSING—San Francisco, Mullens 25-
36-0-343. N.Y. Giants, Jones 17-32-1-179.

RECEIVING—San Francisco, Aiyuk 5-70, 
Bourne 4-63, Dwelley 4-49, Wilson 3-54, 
McKinnon 3-39, Reed 2-23, Taylor 1-20, 
Hasty 1-9, Sanu 1-9, Juszczyk 1-7. N.Y. Gi-
ants, Tate 5-36, Slayton 3-53, Engram 3-
22, Gallman 2-7, Ratley 1-29, Smith 1-13, 
D.Lewis 1-10, Board 1-9.

MISSED FIELD GOALS—San Francisco, 
Gould 55. 

Bills 35, Rams 32
L.A. Rams 0 3 14 15—32
Buffalo 7 14 7 7—35

First Quarter
Buf—Smith 1 pass from J.Allen (Bass 

kick), 1:41.
Second Quarter

Buf—J.Allen 1 run (Bass kick), 10:04.
LAR—FG Sloman 30, 3:09.
Buf—Kroft 3 pass from J.Allen (Bass 

kick), :38.
Third Quarter

Buf—Diggs 4 pass from J.Allen (Bass 
kick), 8:05.

LAR—Goff 1 run (Sloman kick), 4:47.
LAR—Woods 25 pass from Goff (Slo-

man kick), 2:52.
Fourth Quarter

LAR—Kupp 16 pass from Goff (Higbee 
pass from Goff), 10:34.

LAR—Henderson 1 run (Sloman kick), 
4:30.

Buf—Kroft 3 pass from J.Allen (Bass 
kick), :15.

 LAR Buf
First downs 28 23
Total Net Yards 478 375
Rushes-yards 32-167 21-101
Passing 311 274
Punt Returns 0-0 0-0
Kickoff Returns 1-15 2-73
Interceptions Ret. 1-0 1-0
Comp-Att-Int 23-32-1 24-33-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-10 4-37
Punts 0-0.0 2-58.0
Fumbles-Lost 3-1 1-1
Penalties-Yards 3-30 5-55
Time of Possession 32:12 27:48

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—L.A. Rams, Henderson 20-

114, Woods 3-30, Brown 7-19, Goff 2-4. 
Buffalo, Singletary 13-71, Yeldon 3-18, Al-
len 4-8, McKenzie 1-4.

PASSING—L.A. Rams, Goff 23-32-1-321.
Buffalo, Allen 24-33-1-311.

RECEIVING—L.A. Rams, Kupp 9-107, 
Woods 5-74, Reynolds 4-60, Higbee 2-
40, Everett 2-34, Henderson 1-6. Buffalo,
Beasley 6-100, Davis 4-81, Singletary 4-
50, Diggs 4-49, Kroft 4-24, McKenzie 1-6,
Smith 1-1.

MISSED FIELD GOALS—L.A. Rams, Slo-
man 53. 

Patriots 36, Raiders 20
Las Vegas 3 7 0 10—20
New England 0 13 10 13—36

First Quarter
Las—FG Carlson 29, :18.

Second Quarter
NE—FG Folk 33, 12:32.
NE—FG Folk 23, 7:56.
NE—Burkhead 11 pass from Newton

(Folk kick), :34.
Las—Moreau 1 pass from Carr (Carl-

son kick), :06.
Third Quarter

NE—Burkhead 5 run (Folk kick), 6:41.
NE—FG Folk 32, 1:28.

Fourth Quarter
Las—FG Carlson 25, 11:22.
NE—Burkhead 2 run (kick failed), 5:17.
NE—Wise 0 fumble return (Folk kick),

5:09.
Las—Renfrow 13 pass from Carr (Carl-

son kick), 1:54.
 Las NE
First downs 22 25
Total Net Yards 375 406
Rushes-yards 22-126 38-250
Passing 249 156
Punt Returns 0-0 1-11
Kickoff Returns 2-34 1-17
Interceptions Ret. 1-24 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 24-32-0 17-28-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-12 2-6
Punts 3-45.3 2-47.5
Fumbles-Lost 3-3 0-0
Penalties-Yards 6-40 2-33
Time of Possession 25:21 34:39

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Las Vegas, Jacobs 16-71,

Booker 3-31, Richard 1-14, Carr 2-10. New 
England, Michel 9-117, Burkhead 6-49, 
Taylor 11-43, Newton 9-27, Zuber 1-13, 
Harry 1-2, Edelman 1-(minus 1).

PASSING—Las Vegas, Carr 24-32-0-261. 
New England, Newton 17-28-1-162.

RECEIVING—Las Vegas, Renfrow 6-84, 
Jones 3-32, Jacobs 3-12, Richard 3-8, Ed-
wards 2-48, Agholor 2-32, Moreau 2-25, 
Waller 2-9, Ingold 1-11. New England,
Burkhead 7-49, Byrd 3-27, Harry 2-34, 
Edelman 2-23, Michel 2-23, Johnson 1-6.

MISSED FIELD GOALS—Las Vegas,
Carlson 41. 

Titans 31, Vikings 30
Tennessee 6 3 16 6—31
Minnesota 7 10 7 6—30

First Quarter
Ten—FG Gostkowski 39, 11:44.
Ten—FG Gostkowski 31, 6:01.
Min—Cook 39 run (Bailey kick), 2:43.

Second Quarter
Min—Thielen 16 pass from Cousins 

(Bailey kick), 8:56.
Ten—FG Gostkowski 30, 3:18.
Min—FG Bailey 41, 1:41.

Third Quarter
Ten—FG Gostkowski 51, 8:57.
Min—Jefferson 71 pass from Cousins

(Bailey kick), 8:04.
Ten—Henry 1 run (Gostkowski kick), 

3:53.
Ten—Henry 1 run (pass failed), 1:22.

Fourth Quarter
Min—Rudolph 3 pass from Cousins 

(pass failed), 10:17.
Ten—FG Gostkowski 54, 6:31.
Ten—FG Gostkowski 55, 1:44.

 Ten Min
First downs 23 22
Total Net Yards 444 464
Rushes-yards 35-134 33-226
Passing 310 238
Punt Returns 2-5 0-0
Kickoff Returns 1-30 2-47
Interceptions Ret. 2-8 1-16
Comp-Att-Int 23-37-1 16-27-2
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-11 2-13
Punts 3-47.7 3-44.0
Fumbles-Lost 2-0 2-1
Penalties-Yards 4-45 3-20
Time of Possession 31:32 28:28

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Tennessee, Henry 26-119,

D.Evans 3-9, Tannehill 4-9, Humphries 
1-0, Raymond 1-(minus 3). Minnesota,
Cook 22-181, Mattison 8-27, Cousins 2-14, 
Thielen 1-4.

PASSING—Tennessee, Tannehill 23-37-
1-321. Minnesota, Cousins 16-27-2-251.

RECEIVING—Tennessee, C.Davis 5-69, 
J.Smith 5-61, Humphries 4-41, Raymond
3-118, Pruitt 2-16, Henry 2-11, McNichols
1-5, Tannehill 1-0. Minnesota, Jefferson
7-175, Thielen 3-29, Cook 2-18, Rudolph
2-11, Ham 1-11, Beebe 1-7.

MISSED FIELD GOALS—Minnesota, Bai-
ley 54, Bailey 49. 

SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE23
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BY TIM BOOTH

Associated Press

SEATTLE — DK Metcalf 
made an unforgivable blunder by 
starting his celebration too soon, 
a textbook example of what not to 
do.

His coach told him so. So did 
his quarterback.

“He had that fluke play today 
and I told him, never do it again,” 
Russell Wilson said.

Given the chance to 
redeem himself, Met-
calf came through in 
the final minutes and 
this time there was 
no question about 
the celebration. Met-
calf caught a 29-yard 
touchdown pass from 
Wilson with 1:47 re-
maining, and the Seat-
tle Seahawks held off 
the Dallas Cowboys 
38-31 on Sunday.

“The fact that he 
came back, of course 
he did. He’s such a great 
competitor,” Seattle coach Pete 
Carroll said.

Wilson threw five touchdown 
passes, setting a record for most 
scoring passes in the first three 
games of a season with 14. Pat-
rick Mahomes threw for 13 TDs 
in three games to launch his MVP 
season in 2018. Wilson became 
the first QB to have at least four 
TD passes in each of the first 
three games.

Metcalf appeared to have a 
walk-in touchdown after hauling 
in a deep pass from Wilson late 
in the first quarter. But he was 
careless with the ball in the final 

few steps before the goal line, and 
cornerback Trevon Diggs came 
up from behind and knocked the 
ball free. It went out of the end 
zone for a touchback.

Instead of a touchdown and 16-
3 lead, it was a 62-yard reception 
and a forgettable moment.

“The lesson learned will help 
everybody and fortunately we 
overcame it and didn’t wreck the 
game for us,” Carroll said. “But 

it’s a terrible play. It 
really is because he’s 
got a touchdown, just 
finish it off, and he 
started celebrating 
too early.”

Metcalf was mostly 
quiet after his mis-
take as Tyler Lockett 
became the favorite 
target for Wilson. But 
when the Seahawks 
needed a big play late, 
Wilson floated a pass 
into the end zone for 
Metcalf.

Wilson was 27-for-
40 for 315 yards. His latest bit of 
fourth-quarter magic ruined Dak 
Prescott’s attempt at a second 
straight major comeback.

“They made more key plays 
than we did,” Dallas coach Mike 
McCarthy said. “We had a lot of 
production, but the key plays in 
the game, I think you’ve got to 
give those guys credit.”

The Cowboys trailed 30-15 after 
Prescott fumbled on the first play 
of the second half and Wilson 
subsequently threw his fourth 
TD pass. But Prescott threw TD 
passes of 42 yards to Cedrick Wil-
son and 43 yards to Michael Gal-

lup, and Greg Zuerlein’s 42-yard 
field goal with 4:03 left gave Dal-
las a 31-30 lead.

Prescott had one last chance 
after Metcalf’s TD reception. He 
led the Cowboys to the Seattle 22 
but was sacked by rookie Alton 
Robinson on second down, and 
the Cowboys had to use their final 
timeout with 16 seconds left. On 
third down, Prescott’s despera-
tion throw to the end zone was 
intercepted by Ryan Neal.

Prescott finished 37-for-57 
for 472 yards, with three touch-

downs and two interceptions. He 
set career highs for yards and 
attempts.

“I want to make those throws 
and I want to have that opportuni-
ty,” Prescott said. “We’ve just got 
to be better starting with myself 
of converting those and making 
more of these one-score games 
wins for us.”

While Prescott became the lat-
est QB to have a big day against 
Seattle’s leaky secondary, the 
Seahawks held Ezekiel Elliott in 
check. Elliott finished with 34 

yards rushing on 14 carries and
scored on a 1-yard run in the first
half.

Lockett set a career high with 
three TD receptions and finished 
with nine catches for 100 yards.
Lockett scored from 43 yards out
and twice from the 1-yard line .

“It’s just staying alive and stay-
ing open,” Lockett said. “We have 
a quarterback that can figure out 
a way to run around and just keep
the play alive and you never know 
when he’s going to be able to give
it to you.”
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Browns 34, Washington 20
Washington 7 0 13 0—20
Cleveland 0 17 0 17—34

First Quarter
Was—Inman 17 pass from Haskins 

(Hopkins kick), 1:44.
Second Quarter

Cle—FG Parkey 42, 10:46.
Cle—Chubb 16 run (Parkey kick), 5:58.
Cle—Hunt 9 pass from Mayfield (Par-

key kick), :32.
Third Quarter

Was—Gibson 2 run (kick failed), 9:05.
Was—Inman 11 pass from Haskins 

(Hopkins kick), 2:20.
Fourth Quarter

Cle—Bryant 3 pass from Mayfield (Par-
key kick), 11:14.

Cle—Chubb 20 run (Parkey kick), 8:40.
Cle—FG Parkey 30, 1:10.
A—6,000.

 Was Cle
First downs 19 19
Total Net Yards 309 300
Rushes-yards 22-103 37-158
Passing 206 142
Punt Returns 3-23 2-11
Kickoff Returns 0-0 1-31
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 3-51
Comp-Att-Int 21-37-3 16-23-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-18 2-14
Punts 3-49.0 5-45.8
Fumbles-Lost 4-2 1-0
Penalties-Yards 4-40 6-50
Time of Possession 26:23 33:37

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Washington, Gibson 9-49, 

Gandy-Golden 1-22, McKissic 5-15, Wright 
1-6, Barber 3-6, McLaurin 1-3, Haskins 2-
2. Cleveland, Chubb 19-108, Hunt 16-46, 
Natson 1-3, Mayfield 1-1.

PASSING—Washington, Haskins 21-37-
3-224. Cleveland, Mayfield 16-23-0-156.

RECEIVING—Washington, McLaurin 
4-83, Thomas 4-31, Wright 4-24, Inman 
3-38, McKissic 3-37, Gibson 3-11. Cleve-
land, Beckham 4-59, Landry 4-36, Hooper 
3-25, Hunt 2-18, Janovich 1-13, Bryant 1-3, 
Chubb 1-2.

Steelers 28, Texans 21
Houston 7 14 0 0—21
Pittsburgh 3 14 3 8—28

First Quarter
Pit—FG Boswell 33, 8:55.
Hou—Cobb 28 pass from Watson (Fair-

bairn kick), 6:01.
Second Quarter

Hou—Da.Johnson 2 run (Fairbairn 
kick), 11:32.

Pit—Ebron 10 pass from Roethlisberg-
er (Boswell kick), 5:05.

Pit—Smith-Schuster 26 pass from Ro-
ethlisberger (Boswell kick), 1:14.

Hou—Fuller 14 pass from Watson 
(Fairbairn kick), :24.

Third Quarter
Pit—FG Boswell 26, 9:54.

Fourth Quarter
Pit—Conner 12 run (Smith-Schuster 

pass from Roethlisberger), 6:24.
 Hou Pit
First downs 13 25
Total Net Yards 260 387
Rushes-yards 15-29 38-169
Passing 231 218
Punt Returns 3-17 2-25
Kickoff Returns 3-57 2-47
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-8
Comp-Att-Int 19-27-1 23-36-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 5-33 2-19
Punts 6-48.5 4-44.3
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards 4-49 2-14
Time of Possession 23:09 36:51

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Houston, Da.Johnson 13-23, 

Watson 1-5, Prosise 1-1. Pittsburgh, Con-
ner 18-109, McFarland 6-42, Snell 7-11, 
Johnson 1-9, Samuels 1-1, Roethlisberger 
5-(minus 3).

PASSING—Houston, Watson 19-27-1-
264. Pittsburgh, Roethlisberger 23-36-0-
237.

RECEIVING—Houston, Cobb 4-95, Full-
er 4-54, Stills 3-35, Cooks 3-23, Akins 2-28, 
Da.Johnson 2-23, Gillaspia 1-6. Pittsburgh, 
Ebron 5-52, Washington 5-36, Smith-
Schuster 4-43, Conner 4-40, McDonald 3-
35, Claypool 1-24, McFarland 1-7.

NFL
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Wilson’s 5 TD passes lead Seattle past Dallas

Packers’ Rodgers outduels Saints, Brees
BY BRETT MARTEL

Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Green 
Bay quarterback Aaron Rodgers 
sounds increasingly enamored 
with the scheme and play-calling 
philosophy of second-year head 
coach Matt LaFleur.

The Packers are unbeaten and 
putting up some of the best offen-
sive numbers in the NFL. So why 
not?

Rodgers passed for 283 yards 
and three touchdowns, and Green 
Bay scored 10 points in the final 
nine minutes to pull out a 37-30 
victory over the New Orleans 
Saints on Sunday night.

“We’ve gotten in a good flow,” 
Rodgers said. “I feel so much 
more comfortable in the offense 
this year, and I think Matt has re-
ally settled in to the rhythm of the 
play calling, and it’s made my job 
a lot easier.”

With Packers top receiver 
Davante Adams unable to play 
because of a hamstring injury, 
Rodgers nonetheless found ways 
to attack New Orleans (1-2) with a 
variety of passes, short and long.

Allen Lazard caught six passes 
for 146 yards for Green Bay (3-0), 

including gains of 48 and 72 yards 
on throws deep downfield that 
each set up touchdowns.

“We have the best deep ball 
thrower in the league if not NFL 
history,” Lazard said. “To be able 
to go out there and connect on 

those plays I think is huge. It’s de-
moralizing for the defense.”

Rodgers’ scoring passes went
for 5 yards to Lazard, 18 yards to 
tight end Marcedes Lewis and 1 
yard to tight end Robert Tonyan.
Lazard’s longest catch set up
Aaron Jones’ 1-yard TD run.

“I really like the timing on cer-
tain calls,” Rodgers said. “Some-
times, you’ve got to kind of dig
deep at certain times and hold on 
to something and trust the play-
ers. I really appreciate the flow
that we had tonight and the trust 
in us to make the plays.”

 “We’re not playing well enough.
Let’s not fool ourselves. We’re
making too many mistakes,“
Saints coach Sean Payton said. 
“We’re not playing disciplined 
enough on both sides of the ball.”

New Orleans running back 
Alvin Kamara built on a sensa-
tional start to the season, gain-
ing 197 yards from scrimmage
and scoring twice on short passes 
from Drew Brees, with shifty,
tackle-slipping runs after the 
catch.

“It’s nice when you’ve got a
weapon like that, that you just get
the ball in his hands in space and
he’s tough to tackle,” Brees said. 

ELAINE THOMPSON/AP

Seattle Seahawks wide receiver DK Metcalf, right, catches a pass for a 29-yard touchdown ahead of 
Dallas Cowboys strong safety Darian Thompson during the Seahawks’ 38-31 win Sunday at home.

BUTCH DILL/AP

Green Bay quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers threw for 283 yards 
and three touchdowns in a 37-
30 win Sunday at New Orleans.

Seahawks QB sets record with 14 in 1st 3 games

‘ He had 
that fl uke 
play today 
and I told 
him, never 
do it again. ’

Russell Wilson
On DK Metcalf’s 

too-early celebration
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Christian Yelich and the Milwaukee Brew-
ers got off to a ragged start this year. They 
never got above .500. And they dropped their 
last game to finish with a losing record.

Guess what? They’re going to the playoffs.
“Weird. I guess that’s the only way to de-

scribe it. It’s fitting for 2020,” Yelich said 
Sunday.

A pandemic-altered, 60-game regular sea-
son that many believed would never get com-
pleted and saw games postponed because of 
virus outbreaks, racial injustice protests and 
a hurricane went into the final day without a 
single playoff matchup set.

Then, in a flurry and fury, the entire, ex-
panded 16-team postseason field was full.

Not a bad way to start, either: Gerrit Cole 
vs. Shane Bieber in a mega watt duel as the 
New York Yankees face the Cleveland Indians 

in the best-of-three wild-card round Tuesday.
On Wednesday, the NL gets going. That’s 

when the Brewers, at 29-31, open their series 
against Los Angeles ace Walker Buehler .

In a win-and-you’re-in game, St. Louis 
clinched by beating Milwaukee 5-2. But the 
Brewers also made it when San Francisco lost 
5-4 to San Diego for the last wild-card spot.

Yelich, the former MVP who hit .205 this 
year after winning the last two NL batting ti-
tles, and the Brewers happily posed for a team 
picture in their playoff-clinch T-shirts on the 
Busch Stadium field.

The Astros and first-year manager Dusty 
Baker also are in at 29-31. Houston got its spot 
by finishing second in the AL West, drawing 
an automatic berth.

The only other team in major league history 
to reach the playoffs with a losing record was 
the 1981 Kansas City Royals — at 50-53 over-
all, they made it by winning the second half in 
a strike-split season.

“It’s a celebration. We’re in. We’re in the 
playoffs. That’s how you see it,” Brewers man-
ager Craig Counsell said. “There’s no reason 
to apologize for getting into the playoffs.”

“The record’s kind of irrelevant in my opin-
ion,” he said.

The other AL pairings: Top-seeded Tampa 
Bay-No. 8 Toronto, No. 2 Oakland-No. 7 Chi-
cago White Sox and No. 3 Minnesota-No. 6 
Houston, with all openers Tuesday.

In the NL, it’s No. 1 Dodgers-No. 8 Brewers, 
No. 2 Atlanta-No. 7 Cincinnati, No. 3 Chicago 
Cubs-No. 6 Miami and No. 4 San Diego-No. 5 
St. Louis on Wednesday.

Yadier Molina and the Cardinals claimed 
their spot despite missing 2 ½ weeks into 
August after the club was hit by a virus out-
break. St. Louis played a total of 58 games 
— it was prepared for a doubleheader in De-
troit on Monday if needed to settle the playoff 
picture.

SEE FITTING ON PAGE 21

SPORTS Hot when it counted
Miami pushes past Boston,

into fi nals vs. Lakers   »  NBA, Page 19

Restarts help Busch end 0-for-21 
skid at home track  »  NASCAR, Page 19

QBs Wilson, Rodgers shine in leading teams 
to victories in shootouts  »  NFL, Page 23
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The St. Louis Cardinals celebrate after defeating the Milwaukee Brewers on Sunday to clinch a playoff berth. The Brewers also reached the playoffs despite a losing record.

‘Fitting for 2020’
Pandemic playoffs set with two losing teams

8
The lowest number of

wins to lead the majors,
reached by Shane Bieber

and Yu Darvish.

By the numbers

SOURCE: Associated Press

.245
The batting average in the 

majors this season, the 
lowest since .237 in 1968.

45
The number of games 

postponed for
COVID-19-related reasons.


