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By MATTHEW LEE AND NI1CK PERRY
Associated Press

WELLINGTON, New Zealand — For dec-
ades, the tiny Marshall Islands has been a stal-
wart American ally. Its location in the middle
of the Pacific Ocean has made it a key strategic
outpost for the U.S. military.

But that loyalty is being tested amid a dis-
pute with Washington over the terms of its
“Compact of Free Association” agreement,
which expires soon. The United States is refus-
ing to engage the Marshallese on claims for en-
vironmental and health damage caused by doz-
ens of nuclear tests it carried out in the 1940s
and ‘S0s, including a huge thermonuclear blast
on Bikini Atoll.

The dispute has some U.S. lawmakers wor-
ried that China might be willing to step into the

Sensitive situation

breach, adding to a bruising competition for
geopolitical dominance between the two su-
perpowers.

Since World War II, the U.S. has treated the
Marshall Islands, along with Micronesia and
Palau, much like territories. On the Marshall
Islands, the U.S. has developed military, intel-
ligence and aerospace facilities in a region
where China is particularly active.

In turn, U.S. money and jobs have benefited
the Marshall Islands’ economy. And many
Marshallese have taken advantage of their
ability to live and work in the U.S., moving in
the thousands to Arkansas, Hawaii and Okla-
homa.

But this month, 10 Democratic and Repub-
lican members of the House of Representa-
tives wrote to President Joe Biden’s national
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security adviser, Jake Sullivan, about the U.S.
compact talks with the Marshalls, Micronesia
and Palau.

“It is distressing that these negotiations do
not appear to be a priority — there have been
no formal meetings since this Administration

SEE DISPUTE ON PAGE 3

Above: The Arleigh Burke-class destroyer USS Russell is moored to the pier in Majuro, Marshall Islands, on Jan. 7. A dispute between the
Marshallese and Washington has some lawmakers raising concerns that China could step in to provide the desperately needed infrastructure
and climate resiliency investment sought by the United States’ long-time partner.
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US warship

in Black Sea
draws Russian
consternation

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Another U.S.
warship has sailed into the Black
Sea, again drawing intense
Kremlin scrutiny amid continued
concerns about a potential Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine.

The destroyer USS Arleigh
Burke entered the sea via the
Bosporus Strait on Thursday for a
routine patrol in support of NA-
TO allies and partners, U.S. 6th
Fleet said in a statement.

A Russian troop buildup near
its shared border with Ukraine is
stoking fears that Moscow could
be planning to invade and annex
more UKrainian territory, as it
did the Crimean Peninsula in
2014. Most of the international
community does not recognize
Russia’s claim to Crimea.

“Now, more than ever, we
stand firmly alongside our NATO
allies and partners in the Black
Sea region,” said Cmdr. Patrick
Chapman, commanding officer of
USS Arleigh Burke.

Russia, which frequently bris-
tles at U.S. ships coming into the
Black Sea, described the patrols
as destabilizing and provocative.
Its military was monitoring the
Arleigh Burke’s movements, the
Russian state news agency TASS
reported Thursday.

Arleigh Burke’s patrol in the

SEE WARSHIP ON PAGE 6

“Now, more than ever,
we stand firmly
alongside our NATO
allies and partners in
the Black Sea region.”

Cmdr. Patrick Chapman
USS Arleigh Burke
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Portugal’s new teleworking law takes flak

Associated Press

LISBON, Portugal — Portugal’s
new law on working from home
makes the European Union coun-
try sound like a workers’ paradise.

Companies can’t attempt to con-
tact their staff outside working
hours. They must help staff pay
for their home gas, electric and in-
ternet bills. Bosses are forbidden
from using digital software to
track what their teleworkers are
doing.

There’s just one problem: the
law might not work. Critics say the

new rules are half-baked, short on
detail and unfeasible. And they
may even backfire by making
companies reluctant to allow
working from home at all.

“The law is badly written and
doesn’t meet anybody’s needs,”
says José Pedro Anacoreta, an
employment attorney at PLMJ,
one of Portugal’s main law firms.
“I’'s no good for anyone. ... It
doesn’t make any sense.”

In many places around the
world, the COVID-19 pandemic
has accelerated a prior trend to-

ward the digitization of work and
more flexible work arrangements.
Amid such a sudden and massive
shift in the employment land-
scape, governments are scram-
bling to accommodate working
from home in their employment
laws. Those efforts are largely still
in their infancy.

Without a promised European
Commission directive on how to
legally frame the shift to more ex-
tensive working from home, gov-
ernments’ legislative responses
have been patchy and piecemeal.
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US lawmakers make unannounced trip
W

By Davip CHot
Stars and Stripes

A bipartisan U.S. congressional
delegation traveled to Taiwan on
Thursday to discuss “U.S.-Taiwan
relations, regional security, and
other significant issues of mutual
interest,” the State Department’s
affiliate in the country said in a
statement.

The delegation consisted of
Democratic Reps. Mark Takano
of California, Elissa Slotkin of Mi-
chigan, Colin Allred of Texas, Sa-
ra Jacobs of California and Re-
publican Rep. Nancy Mace of
South Carolina. Slotkin and Ja-
cobs are members of the House
Armed Services Committee; the
remaining lawmakers serve on
the House Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee.

The Associated Press reported
that the group met with Taiwa-
nese President Tsai Ing-wen on
Friday.

Tsai, who welcomed the law-
makers at the Presidential Office
in Taipei, noted the two sides’
cooperation in veterans’ affairs,
economic issues and trade while
reiterating the island’s close align-
ment with the United States.

“Taiwan will continue to step up
cooperation with the United States
in order to uphold our shared val-
ues of freedom and democracy
and to ensure peace and stability
in the region,” she said.

The U.S. does not officially rec-
ognize Taiwan as a country and in-
stead has a close, informal rela-

.
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TAwAN PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE/AP

U.S. Rep. Mark Takano, D-Calif., left, chats with Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen at the Presidential

Office in Taipei, Taiwan, on Friday.

tionship that includes defense as-
surances in the event of a military
conflict.

Slotkin, a former CIA analyst,
tweeted Thursday night that her
office “received a blunt message”
from the Chinese embassy “telling
me to call off the trip.”

“But just as with other stops,
we’re here to learn about the re-
gion and reaffirm the U.S. com-
mitment to our hosts, the Taiwa-
nese,” Slotkin continued on Twit-
ter. “I’'m looking forward to an in-
formative trip.”

The congressional delegation
earlierin the week traveled to Oki-
nawa, Japan, and met with U.S.
troops and their commanders. On
Thursday, they served U.S. troops
stationed in South Korea a
Thanksgiving meal.

Takano, during the delegation’s
trip to South Korea, told Stars and
Stripes in an interview Thursday
that U.S. forces stationed in the
country were pivotal due to a
“sense of heightened stakes.”

“The stakes have always been
high here in Korea with an aggres-

sive and erratic North Korea,” Ta-
kano said. “But I think the fact that
these service members are also
positioned so closely to the Taiwan
Straits, we can’t help but feel ...
that these particular service
members face heightened
stakes.”

The unannounced trip follows a
separate congressional delegation
that traveled to Taiwan earlier
this month. Following that trip,
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Wang Wenbin warned that it
“gravely violates the one-China

to Taiwan

principle,” Beijing’s claim that it
has sovereignty over Taiwan and
its 24 million residents.

“We ask the U.S. side to imme-
diately stop all forms of official in-
teractions with Taiwan and avoid
sending wrong signals to the ‘Tai-
wan independence’ separatist
forces, lest it should seriously un-
dermine China-U.S. relations and
peace and stability across the Tai-
wan Strait,” Wang said in a state-
ment to reporters Nov. 10.

The White House this week in-
vited Taiwan to a virtual “Summit
for Democracy” in December to
advance an “affirmative agenda
for democratic renewal and to
tackle the greatest threats faced
by democracies today through
collective action.”

President Joe Biden’s invitation
to Taiwan sparked backlash from
Beijing, whose spokesman alleged
the U.S. was “only using democra-
cy as a cover and tool to advance
its geo-strategic goals, suppress
other countries, divide the world
and serve its selfish agenda of
maintaining hegemony.”

“Those offering platform to
‘Taiwan independence’ forces will
find themselves in an awkward
place,” Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian said to re-
porters Thursday. “Those playing
with fire with ‘Taiwan independ-
ence’ forces will end up getting
burned.”

choi.david@stripes.com
Twitter: @choibboy

Dispute: Marshal

FROM PAGE 1

began — even as our international
focus continues shifting to the In-
do-Pacific,” they wrote.

The lawmakers said the delays
were putting the U.S. in a weaker
position, and “China is all too
ready to step in and provide the
desperately needed infrastruc-
ture and climate resiliency invest-
ment that is sought by these long-
time partners.”

China’s Foreign Ministry said
the U.S. should face up to its re-
sponsibility to restore the environ-
mental damage it caused with its
nuclear tests. It said China was
willing to engage with the Mar-

shall Islands and other Pacific is-
land nations on the basis of mutual
respect and cooperation under the
“One China Principle,” in which
Taiwan is viewed as part of China.

“We welcome efforts to boost
economic relations and improve
the quality of life between the
sides,” the ministry said in a state-
ment.

China has steadily poached al-
lies from Taiwan in the Pacific, in-
cluding Kiribati and the Solomon
Islands in 2019.

James Matayoshi, the mayor of
Rongelap Atoll on the Marshall Is-
lands, said he and hundreds of oth-
ers have remained displaced from

their atoll since the nuclear tests
and want to see it revitalized. He
said officials have been talking
with potential investors from Asia,
after a previous proposal by a Chi-
nese-Marshallese businessman
fell through.

“It would be a business transac-
tion. We don’t advocate for war or
any superpower influence,” Ma-
tayoshi said. “But we want to be
able to live in our backyard, and
enjoy life here.”

Like many others on the Mar-
shall Islands, Matayoshi believes
a U.S. settlement of $150 million
agreed to in the 1980s fell well
short of addressing the nuclear

Islands still hurting from decades-old US nuc

legacy. He said his late mother
was pregnant at the time of one
massive nuclear blast and got ex-
posed to radiation that was the
equivalent of 25,000 X-rays before
giving birth to a stillborn baby.

But the U.S. position has re-
mained static for more than 20
years, the last time the compact
came up for renegotiation. The
U.S. maintains that nuclear com-
pensation was dealt with in a “full
and final settlement” and cannot
be reopened.

Marshallese Senator David
Paul —whois on the islands’ nego-
tiating committee and also repre-
sents Kwajalein Atoll, which is

ear tests

home to amajor U.S. military base
— said continuing high cancer
rates and the displacement of peo-
ple remain huge issues.

“Everyone knows the negotia-
tions at that time were not fair or
equitable,” Paul said. “When you
look at the total cost of property
damage and the ongoing health is-
sues to date, it’s a drop in the buck-
et. It’s an insult.”

Various estimates put the true
cost of the damage at about $3 bil-
lion, including for repairs to a
massive nuclear waste facility
known as the Cactus Dome which
environmentalists say is leaking
toxic waste into the ocean.

Taiwan scrambles jets after 27 Chinese planes enter buffer zone

Associated Press

TAIPEI, Taiwan — Taiwan said
27 Chinese aircraft entered its air
defense buffer zone Sunday, the
latest in a long series of incursions
as part of Beijing’s pressure on the
self-ruled island.

The Defense Ministry said Tai-
wan scrambled combat aircraft to
“warn” the Chinese planes to

leave. It also deployed missile sys-
tems to monitor them.

Sunday’s incursion included 18
fighter jets and five H-6 bombers,
as well as a Y-20 aerial refueling
aircraft, according to Taiwan’s
Defense Ministry.

The Chinese aircraft flew into
Taiwan’s air defense identifica-
tion zone near the southern part of

the island and out into the Pacific
Ocean before returning to China,
according to a map by Taiwan au-
thorities.

Over the past year, the frequen-
cy of Chinese incursions has in-
creased, with about 150 aircraft
over a period of four days.

China’s air force mission toward
Taiwan came as Chinese Presi-

dent XiJinping met with officers at
a military conference, where he
called for military talent cultiva-
tion to support and strengthen the
armed forces, according to state-
owned news agency Xinhua.

Xi said that talent is imperative
in achieving victory in military
competition and gaining the upper
hand in future wars, according to

Xinhua.

China claims democratically
ruled Taiwan as its own territory,
to be brought under its control by
forceifnecessary. Itrefusestorec-
ognize the island’s government
and has increasingly sought to iso-
late the independence-leaning ad-
ministration of President Tsai Ing-
wen.
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Marine campaign E&

seeks to inspire
old, new recruits

By CHAD GARLAND
Stars and Stripes

A one-minute video released on
Veterans Day is part of a new push
to inspire not only would-be Ma-
rines, but also those who have al-
ready served, as the Corps looks
for ways to bring more veterans
back to active duty.

The recruiting spot, titled “Full
Circle,” is the first part of a Ma-
rine Corps Recruiting Command
campaign called “Operation Sem-
per Fi.” Lt. Col. Rob Dolan, the
command’s director of advertis-
ing, said it is “designed to rekindle
the enthusiasm of our Marine vet-
eran population for our Corps.”

The new ad begins at a small
town parade where a young man
watches a formation of Marines
pass. It then follows that man
through his military career and in-
to civilian life, where he continues
to serve his community.

The spot ends with the same
man at another parade, this time
older and grayer, before the cam-
era pans to a young woman with a
gleam in her eye as she watches
Marines march past.

Part of the campaign’s goal is to
“revitalize the pride and purpose”
of being a Marine for those veter-
ans whose guidance matters in the
lives of the younger generation,

Dolan said in an email this week.

The day before the video was re-
leased is traditionally when count-
less Marine veterans mark the
service’s birthday at events or in
social media posts, where they
harken back to their time in the
service.

Keeping those veterans “in the
know” about the service helps
keep that spirit alive, building a
relationship that leads prospects
tojoin up, Dolan said. Officials are
now looking to attend more veter-
ans organization meetings and
host more veterans at recruiting
events, he added.

A new landing page on Marines-
.com is also in the works to help
veterans connect with their local
recruiting stations, Dolan said.
The new recruiting video is in-
tended to show prospective Ma-
rines and their parents that “even
justoneenlistment ... canlead toa
life of significance and that Ma-
rines are a breed apart,” he said.

The campaign also launched
just days after Marine Corps Com-
mandant Gen. David Berger re-
leased his plan for redesigning the
service’s personnel system to fo-
cus less on recruiting fresh bodies
and more on retaining mature Ma-
rines, to include bringing more

“Full Circle.”

veterans back into the fold.
Berger called for new options
for those who’ve left active duty to
return at their former rank or, if
they’ve gained “critical career ex-
perience” in the civilian world,
possibly at a much higher grade.
“I can envision a Marine who

A stlll image from the U.S. Manne COrps’ new recruiting commercial

left active duty as a captain or cor-
poral rejoining our ranks as a lieu-
tenant colonel or gunnery ser-
geant, respectively, after spend-
ing 5-7 years working in a cyber or
IT field where the service current-
ly lacks capacity,” Berger wrote in
the plan, called “Talent Manage-

PHotos By GREGORY Boyp/U.S. Marine Corps
A still image from the U.S. Marine Corps’ new recruiting commercial “Full Circle” released Nov. 11.

ment 2030.”

The Corps has the highest turn-
over in the military, releasing 75%
of Marines after their first enlist-
ment each year, many of whom
are targeted by recruiters from
other services like the Army Na-
tional Guard. The Corps hopes to
change that.

“If we do our job right, they’ll
never go to the Army or the Na-
tional Guard to begin with,” said
Maj. Gen. Jason Bohm, head of the
service’s recruiting command, at
a media event Monday, the Ma-
rine Corps Times reported.

Dolan said the new ad “wasn’t
myopically focused on recruiting
veterans back to the Marine
Corps,” but the recruiting com-
mand is “definitely interested in
engaging Marine veterans with a
desire to return to service.”

garland.chad@stripes.com
Twitter: @chadgarland

US Navy destroyer makes rare port call in New Zealand

By SETH RoBSoN
Stars and Stripes

A U.S. Navy guided-missile destroyer ar-
rived Friday in Wellington, New Zealand, a
rare visit by an American warship to the nu-
clear-free nation that has closed its borders
to most of the world during the coronavirus
pandemic.

A Navy statement described the visit by
the USS Howard as an indication of the
depth of the relationship between New
Zealand and the U.S. The Navy embargoed
its statement until the Howard, an Arleigh-
Burke-class destroyer based at Yokosuka
Naval Base, Japan, had arrived Down Un-
der.

“The U.S. Navy along with its network of
alliances and partners plays a key role in
the security of global trade routes and free-
dom of navigation and maintaining global
access for our Navy is central to that role,”
Task Force 71, Destroyer Squadron 15, said
in the statement.

New Zealand froze most port calls by U.S.
Navy ships in 1985. The U.S. the following
year suspended its ANZUS treaty obliga-
tions to New Zealand, which had declared
itself nuclear-free.

The declaration meant no port-calls for
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The guided-missile destroyer USS
Howard, left, is replenished by the New
Zealand oiler HMINZS Aotearoa on
Tuesday.

nuclear-powered aircraft carriers or sub-
marines or warships that might be carrying
nuclear weapons.

In September, New Zealand Prime Min-

ister Jacinda Ardern said nuclear-powered
submarines that Australia will acquire un-
der AUKUS, the new defense pact between
Australia the United Kingdom and the U.S.,
won’t be welcome in her country’s waters.

The Howard’s visit is the first by a U.S.
warship to the country since the guided-
missile destroyer USS Sampson headed
south in 2016. During that trip the Sampson
helped New Zealand authorities respond to
a magnitude 7.5 earthquake that struck the
country’s South Island.

The Howard is in New Zealand for a stan-
dard port visit and to consult on cooperative
exercises, according to the Navy’s state-
ment.

Sailors have taken measures to mitigate
and operate amid the coronavirus epidemic
and will be granted liberty in Wellington,
the statement said.

The U.S. sailors are visiting the South Pa-
cific nation before many of its own citizens,
who have been left stranded overseas by
pandemic border restrictions that are
scheduled to end early next year.

“I’'m excited to be immersed in and expe-
rience a different culture as well as explore
this beautiful country,” one of the Howard’s
crew, Ensign Kathryn Cole, said Thursday

in an email to Stars and Stripes.

On its way to Wellington the Howard was
replenished at sea by the Royal New Zeal-
and Navy’s HMNZS Aotearoa replenish-
ment oiler, Cmdr. Travis Montplaisir, the
Howard’s commander, said Thursday in an
email to Stars and Stripes.

“We’re sharper and more focused thanks
to events like this that bring us in close
cooperation with New Zealand, allowing for
greater collective capability across a varie-
ty of maritime operations,” he said.

The Howard’s crew is excited to visit
New Zealand and proud to represent the
U.S. Navy as they build their relationship
and deepen friendship in the country,
Montplaisir said.

The Howard will take part in a range of
activities with the New Zealand Defence
force, including training, the statement
said.

“As the Royal New Zealand Navy cele-
brates their 80th anniversary this year,
we’re pleased to help them mark the occa-
sion and look forward to a successful visit
that ensures continued opportunities for
cooperation,” Montplaisir said.

robson.seth@stripes.com
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Construction work continued at the site of a new runway into Oura Bay at the Marine Corps’ Camp Schwab

on Jan. 19, 2019.

Okinawa governor refuses permit for
design changes to new Marine airfield

“There are many people of Okinawa and of
Japan who are anxious, furious and sad to see
the government using iron fists and forcing the
reclamation work without providing a sufficient

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
AND MaARrI Hica
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki de-
clined to approve design changes
Thursday for a runway being built
on the island’s northeast coast to
relocate Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma.

Tamaki, not surprisingly, de-
nied the application filed in April
2020. He wrote the Japanese gov-
ernment to say the seafloor at the
site may be unstable and requires
further investigation, along with
other environmental concerns.

The seabed in Oura Bay in He-
noko, where land is being re-
claimed for the runway, is softer
than builders anticipated. The
prefecture has also raised con-
cerns over endangered species of
coral nearby.

“There are many people of OKi-
nawa and of Japan who are anx-
ious, furious and sad to see the
government using iron fists and
forcing the reclamation work
without providing a sufficient ex-
planation,” Tamaki said at a press
conference Thursday. “We have
repeatedly expressed to the gov-
ernment that relocation (of MCAS
Futenma) to Henoko would not
lead to an immediate removal of
danger.”

This is Tamaki’s latest bid to
halt a project that he campaigned
on stopping. His efforts have
largely been overruled by the Ja-
panese courts and Cabinet-level
authorities.

On Thursday, Tamaki said un-
certainty over construction safety
would cast a pall over the project
long after its completion.

His administration has been ex-
amining the seafloor issue “care-
fully” since it received the appli-
cation for construction changes
there, a prefectural spokesman

explanation.”

from the Seashore Disaster Pre-
vention Division told Stars and
Stripes by phone Friday. The ad-
ministration also opened the ap-
plication up to public comment.

“We received about 18,000 pub-
lic opinions; we had to check those
as well,” the spokesman said. Gov-
ernment spokespeople in Japan
typically speak to the media on
condition of anonymity as a condi-
tion of their employment.

The prefecture also submitted
452 questions to the Okinawa De-
fense Bureau, which represents
Japan’s Ministry of Defense on
the island, the spokesman said.

Tamaki has vowed since his
election in September 2018 to do
anything in his power to halt the
project. He campaigned on mov-
ing Marine air operations entirely
outside the prefecture.

The defense bureau will investi-
gate Tamaki’s reasons for the dis-
approval, a spokesman told Stars
and Stripes by phone Friday. He
declined to comment on the bu-
reau’s plans to contest the gover-
nor’s decision.

The bureau will likely file an ad-
ministrative challenge with the
Minister of Land, Infrastructure
and Transportation under the Ad-
ministrative Appeal Act since the
courts have already said the pro-
ject could proceed, a prefectural
spokesman with the Henoko Base
Construction Countermeasures
Division told Stars and Stripes by
phone Friday.

Denny Tamaki
Okinawa governor

In the meantime, work will con-
tinue in the unaffected portions of
the construction zone, the defense
bureau spokesman said. Tamaki
on Thursday said that continuing
work on any part of the project is
“virtually meaningless.” He said
he believes his latest denial effec-
tively killed the project.

“There is no prospect of com-
pleting the entire” project, Tama-
ki said Thursday. “Okinawa De-
fense Bureau should stop not only
the work related to this design
change, but all the landfill work.”

Tamaki’s last effort to derail the
project came in July when he
withdrew a permit for coral trans-
plantation. That was later over-
turned by Japan’s Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies.

The fight to relocate Marine air
operations from a central urban
area on Okinawa to the rural
northern coast at Camp Schwab
began over 2S5 years ago. Work fi-
nally began in 2017, but has been
beset by legal and administrative
challenges by successive gover-
nors.

Cost overruns and delays have
pushed the completion date past
2014 to 2030 and the cost from $2.2
billion to at least $8.7 billion.

burke.matt@stripes.com
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel
higa.mari@stripes.com
Twitter: @marihiga2l

Japan doubles
supplementary
defense budget

By Hana KusumMmoTo
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — Japan’s Cabinet on
Friday approved the country’s
highest-ever supplementary de-
fense budget, aiming to hasten im-
provements to the nation’s defense
capabilities as regional challenges
become increasingly severe, ac-
cording to Ministry of Defense offi-
cials.

The Cabinet approved nearly
twice last year’s supplementary
budget, adding about $6.8 billion in
defense spending for the current
fiscal year, which ends in March.
This marks the biggest supplemen-
tary defense budget ever, accord-
ing to defense officials. Last year’s
supplementary budget for defense
was over $3.4 billion, according to
the Defense Ministry.

With this approval, the total de-
fense budget for this fiscal year is
about $52 billion. It brings Japan to
the same level of defense spending
of Germany and France, Nikkei
Asia reported on Nov. 19. Japan’s
budget, however, is only a quarter
of that of its closest rival, China, the
news service reported.

Among other programs it sup-
ports, the supplemental budget
pledges further spending on a new
airfield on Okinawa for the U.S.
Marine Corps that the prefectural
governor has actively resisted.

The supplementary defense
budget usually covers unexpected
costs from disasters or mainte-
nance and improvements for its
troops, officials said. Government
officials in Japan customarily
speak to the media on condition of
anonymity as a condition of their
employment.

Defense officials said this year’s
supplementary budget is “pack-
aged” with the next fiscal year’s de-
fense budget. The supplementary
budget covers the cost to acquire
new defense equipment that is in-
cluded in the coming year’s budget
request.

“In order to significantly streng-
then the necessary defense power,
it is our pressing issue to further
speed up the process of implement-
ing various projects as the security
environment surrounding our
country is evolving faster than ev-
er,” the Defense Ministry’s supple-
mentary budget document states.

The supplementary budget in-
cludes funds for new equipment,
such as the Lockheed Martin
PAC-3 air defense missile, three
Kawasaki P-1 maritime patrol air-

Lockheed Martin

Japan’s record-breaking
supplemental defense budget
includes money to acquire the
Lockheed Martin PAC-3
air-defense interceptor missile.

craft and 13 Bell Subaru UH-2 mul-
ti-role helicopters. Including costs
for such equipment in this year’s
supplementary budget will speed
up their acquisition by three to six
months, officials said.

The budget also includes about
$701 million for construction of a
new airfield in Henoko, Okinawa,
to relocate Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Futenma, the document stated.
Another $763 million will go to
costs for U.S. troop realignment,
the document stated.

Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki on
Thursday denied permission for
design changes for the airfield pro-
ject, a move calculated to delay
construction. Tamaki has been
overruled on similar administra-
tive moves in the past. The project
schedule has lengthened by 16
years and its budget has grown
from $2.2 billion to $8.7 billion.

The decision comes as the Unit-
ed States hopes Japan will increase
its defense spending. A joint state-
ment from the U.S.-Japan summit
meeting in April stated that Japan
“resolved to bolster its own nation-
al defense capabilities to further
strengthen the Alliance and region-
al security.”

During Japan’s lower house
elections in October, the ruling Lib-
eral Democratic Party pledged to
spend more than 2% of gross do-
mestic product on defense, Asahi
Shimbun reported on October 12.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
on Nov. 19 said Japan will acceler-
ate improvements to its defense ca-
pability to deal with the interna-
tional security environment.

“We will speed up improving
necessary defense power, such as
missile defense capability and de-
fense of islands in Southwest re-
gion,” the defense ministry’s docu-
ment on the supplementary budget
stated.

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto
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Green Berets,

SEALs train with
Greek operators =3

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — Na-
vy SEALs and Green Berets oper-
ated alongside their Greek coun-
terparts last week in Athens,
where watercraft recently donat-
ed by the U.S. to an elite Greek
unit were on display.

“I have been so impressed to
see not only the growth in the U.S.
— Greece Special Forces part-
nership but also the way the Hel-
lenic Special Forces are working
across a wide region,” Geoffrey
Pyatt, U.S. ambassador to
Greece, said in a statement
Wednesday after a joint training
event in the Greek capital.

For the U.S., finding ways to
step up military cooperation with
Greece has been a priority over
the past couple of years as units

increase rotations to the region.

The U.S. recently donated four
Mark V special operations craft to
Greece. The high-speed patrol
vessels, once used by SEALSs but
now withdrawn from service,
originally cost a total of about $21
million, Pyatt said. They were
given to Greece under the U.S.’s
excess defense articles program.

On Wednesday, U.S. Special
Operations Command Europe
troops patrolled off the coast of
Athens to showcase the capabili-
ties of the donated boats.

The drills were aimed at dem-
onstrating how conventional and
special operations units can coor-
dinate for rapid response mis-
sions across the Mediterranean
region, according to SOCEUR. A
Greek UH-1H Huey also joined in
the drills.

MoLry CoLLINs/U.S. Army

A Greek UH-1H Huey provides security during a training drill Wednesday with Navy SEALs and Army Green

Berets in Athens.

In October, the United States
updated its defense agreement
with Greece that allowed for
greater access to Greek military
bases in the eastern Mediterrane-
an, where Russia has expanded
naval operations and maintains
air and naval bases in nearby Sy-
ria.

The U.S. Navy has maintained a
decadeslong presence at Souda
Bay in Crete, but the Army and
Air Force have begun to play
larger roles in the country, with
rotational forces moving through
military sites in Alexandroupoli,
Larissa and Stefanovikio.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony

Blinken, after signing the new de-
fense cooperation deal with
Greece last month, said the plan
would enable U.S. forces to train
from an expanded array of bases
indefinitely.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
Twitter: @john_vandiver

Water bottle dropped
from Osprey prompts
complaints of safety

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
AND MARI HiGgA
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
Okinawa’s governor expressed
“strong doubts” about U.S. mili-
tary aircraft safety last week after
local officials said a Marine’s met-
al water bottle fell from a MV-22
Osprey in flight Tuesday and
landed in a residential area.

The incident occurred at ap-
proximately 6:4S p.m. and in-
volved a tilt-rotor aircraft as-
signed to 1st Marine Aircraft Wing
at Marine Corps Air Station Fu-
tenma, a spokesman from the OKki-
nawa Defense Bureau, which rep-
resents Japan’s Ministry of De-
fense on the island, said by phone
on Friday.

No injuries or property damage
were reported, the spokesman
said. Some government officials in
Japan customarily speak to the
media on condition of anonymity.

“Aircraft-related accidents
could lead to serious damage to
people’s lives and properties,”
Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki said
at a press conference Wednesday.
“T cannot help having strong
doubts about the U.S. military’s
safety management system.”

Details about the incident were

scant last week. Tamaki said at a
series of press conferences that
the water bottle was made of met-
al and had fallen in an undisclosed
residential area. The news site
Nippon.com reported Wednesday
that a damaged stainless steel bot-
tle 12 by 6 inches was found near
the entrance of a private house.

A spokesman for Ginowan city’s
Military Base Affairs Department
sent Stars and Stripes a picture of
the bottle by email Friday. The
photo depicts a crushed, can-like
object bearing two Marine Corps
squadron logo decals.

The III Marine Expeditionary
Force and 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing did not immediately reply to
an email seeking comment on Fri-
day, aholiday for the U.S. military.

The defense bureau conveyed
its regret over the incident to the
Marine Corps, asked officials to
identify the cause and to take ef-
fective preventative measures in
the future, the bureau spokesman
said. The defense bureau was told
the Marines are investigating the
incident and all Futenma flight
crews have been instructed to fol-
low procedures to secure equip-
ment.

“This kind of incident could
lead to great damage to people or

GINOWAN CITY

A Ginowan city, Japan, spokesman provided a photograph of a
container that reportedly fell from a Marine Corps tilt-rotor aircraft

Tuesday.

property as well as to cause anx-
iety of the nearby residents,” the
bureau spokesman said. Chief
Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Mat-
suno uttered similar sentiments at
a press conference on Wednes-
day.

Ginowan Mayor Masanori Mat-
sukawa lodged a complaint
Wednesday with the defense bu-
reau.

“I cannot help but feel strong
anger that another accident hap-
pened,” Matsukawa wrote in his
letter, which was posted on the
city website.

A similar incident involving the
tilt-rotor aircraft occurred on
Aug. 12 when an Osprey returned
from night training and the crew
reported a missing panel and
piece of fairing.

Tamaki said at the time he was
“infuriated” by the incident and
called for an immediate halt to
flight operations at the U.S. base.
The Marine Corps declined to do
S0.

burke.matt@stripes.com
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel
higa.mari@stripes.com
Twitter: @marihiga2l

Warship:
US destroyer
transits draw
Russia’s ire

FROM PAGE 1

Black Sea follows that of the de-
stroyer USS Porter, which left
earlier this month after more
than two weeks in the region. The
command ship USS Mount Whit-
ney also departed mid-month af-
ter spending about 11 days in the
Black Sea participating in exer-
cises with Georgia, Romania,
Bulgaria, Turkey and Ukraine.

Both ships drew significant
Russian attention and commen-
tary, although the Kremlin likely
knew about U.S. intentions at
least two weeks before the Navy
entered the sea. Warships of non-
Black Sea countries that intend to
transit via the straits connecting
the Mediterranean Sea and the
Black Sea are required to give at
least 1S days’ notice to Turkey.

The 1936 Montreux Conven-
tion regarding regulating move-
ments through the straits also
limits the number of such war-
ships in the Black Sea any given
time.

bath.alison@stripes.com
Twitter: @alisonbath_
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VIRUS OUTBREAK

Omicron variant |
spreads;

many

restrict travel

By MikE CORDER
AND GEIR MOULSON
Associated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands —
The Netherlands confirmed 13
cases of the new omicron variant of
the coronavirus on Sunday and
Australia found two as the coun-
tries half a world apart became the
latest to detect it in travelers arriv-
ing from southern Africa.

Israel decided to bar entry to for-
eigners and Morocco said it would
suspend all incoming flights for two
weeks starting Monday — the most
drastic of a growing raft of travel
curbs being imposed by nations
around the world as they scramble
to slow the variant’s spread, just
days after it was identified by re-
searchers in South Africa.

The “act first, ask questions lat-
er” approach reflected growing
alarm about the emergence of a po-
tentially more contagious variant
that some feared could prolong a
pandemic that has killed more than
S million people.

But many experts cautioned that
so much was still unknown about
the new strain — and the World
Health Organization called for bor-
ders to remain open, noting that
closing them often has a limited ef-
fect. Dr. Francis Collins, director of
the National Institutes of Health in
the United States, emphasized that
there is no data yet that suggests
the new variant causes more seri-
ous illness than previous CO-

VID-19 variants. It is also not yet
known whether it is more resistant
to protection provided by the vac-
cines.

“I do think it’s more contagious
when you look at how rapidly it
spread through multiple districtsin
South Africa. It has the earmarks
therefore of being particularly like-
ly to spread from one person to an-
other. ... What we don’t know is
whether it can compete with delta,”
Collins said on CNN’s “State of the
Union.”

Collins said the news should
make everyone redouble their ef-
forts to use the tools the world al-
ready has, including vaccinations,
booster shots and measures such as
mask-wearing.

The United States’ top infectious
diseases expert, Dr. Anthony Fau-
ci, said he wouldn’t be surprised if
the omicron variant was already in
the U.S,, though it hasn’t yet been
detected there.

The U.S. plans to ban travel from
South Africa and seven other
southern African countries starting
Monday. “It’s going to give us a pe-
riod of time to enhance our prepa-
redness,” Fauci said of the ban on
ABC’s “This Week.”

Many other countries have al-
ready restricted or banned travel
from various southern African
countries — among the latest to do
so were New Zealand, Thailand, In-
donesia, Singapore, Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates.

ALBERTO PEZZALVAP

People, some wearing face masks, walk in Regent Street, in London, on Sunday.

Scientists race to decode new variant

By Naom1 KRESGE
Bloomberg News

Travel bans and other snap
defenses that countries threw
up against omicron, the new
COVID-19 variant, are buying
time for scientists to answer key
questions that could prevent
another wave of deaths.

Labs in Europe, the U.S. and
Africa are preparing for tests to
see how the new variantis likely
to behave in people who’ve
been vaccinated or previously
infected. Real-world research
will be important too, as health
authorities monitor the out-
break in South Africa closely to
find out how much more trans-
missible the new variant will be
as it spreads and whether it’s
more dangerous or deadly.

The questions will take weeks

to answer, scientists and policy
makers said Friday. The search
for understanding starts in the
variant’s dramatic pattern of SO
mutations, more than 30 of
which are on the virus’s spike
protein, which is the weapon
COVID-19 uses to invade vic-
tims’ cells. It will continue via
lab work and finally in observa-
tions of illness and transmission
patterns in real life.

What’s clear so far is that a
constellation of mutations has
come together that may make
omicron spread more quickly,
said Wendy Barclay, head of the
department of infectious dis-
ease at Imperial College Lon-
don.

“Taken together on paper, it’s
very biologically plausible that
this virus has increased trans-

missibility,” Barclay said in a
briefing Friday. Researchers
must apply the knowledge
they’ve gained in more than a
year of intense study of the vi-
rus, she said. “That’s where you
start, and then you try and back
up that sort of approach by look-
ing at the epidemiology and the
laboratory-based studies.”

The first job of a virus is sur-
vival in its hosts, and nature has
programmed them to shift
shapes. SARS-CoV-2 has been
mutating and changing since it
was first identified, with the
first variant of concern — alpha
— designated in December
2020. Omicron, previously
known as B.1.1.529, is the fifth
variant of concern the World
Health  Organization  has
named.

German health official hopes sight
of patient transfers is ‘wake-up call’

Associated Press

BERLIN — Germany’s health
minister said Saturday he hopes
that the sight of air force planes
transferring patients across the
country will act as a “wake-up call”
to millions who are still holding out
on getting vaccinated against CO-
VID-19.

Health Minister Jens Spahn said
there has been a welcome increase
over the past week in the number of
people getting their first shots, with
450,000 recorded. He put that down
to pressure from Germany’s wors-
ening coronavirus situation and to
increasing requirements to people
to provide proof of vaccination or
recent recovery to take part in
many activities.

But it’s still not enough and “this
figure of nearly 12 million unvacci-
nated adultsis still far, far too high,”
Spahn said at an online town hall
event. So far, 68.4% of the popula-
tion of 83 million people is fully vac-
cinated, below the 75% minimum
threshold eyed by the government.
There are significant regional vari-
ations.

Hospitals in southern and east-
ern regions of Germany have
warned they are running out of in-
tensive care beds because of the
large numbers of seriously ill CO-
VID-19 patients. Germany is hav-
ing to organize large-scale trans-
fers of patients within the country
for the first time since the outbreak
began in early 2020, including with

help from the military.

“This hopefully will give many
people a wake-up call that vaccina-
tion is a pretty good thing,” Spahn
said.

Germany has seen a relentless
increase in coronavirus infections
over recent weeks, with the infec-
tion rate hitting a new high every
day. On Saturday, it stood at 444.3
new cases per 100,000 residents
over the past seven days. Germa-
ny’s known COVID-19 death toll
climbed above 100,000 on Thurs-
day.

Anew government is expected to
take over in early December, and
the transition period has been
blamed for paralyzing Germany’s
response to the pandemic.

-—
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Supreme Court set
for all-or-nothing
fight on abortion

By MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Both sides
are telling the Supreme Court
there’s no middle ground in
Wednesday’s showdown over
abortion. The justices can either
reaffirm the constitutional right
to an abortion or wipe it away al-
together.

Roe v. Wade, the landmark
1973 ruling that declared a na-
tionwide right to abortion, is fac-
ing its most serious challenge in
30 years in front of a court with a
6-3 conservative majority that has
been remade by three appointees
of President Donald Trump.

“There are no half measures
here,” said Sherif Girgis, a Notre
Dame law professor who once
served as a law clerk for Justice
Samuel Alito.

A ruling that would overturn
Roe and the 1992 case of Planned
Parenthood v. Casey would lead
to outright bans or severe restric-
tions on abortion in 26 states, ac-
cording to the Guttmacher Insti-
tute, a research organization that
supports abortion rights.

The case being argued
Wednesday comes from Missis-
sippi, where a 2018 law would ban
abortions after 15 weeks of preg-
nancy, well before viability.

The Supreme Court has never
allowed states to ban abortion be-
fore the point at roughly 24 weeks
when a fetus can survive outside

the womb.

The justices are separately
weighing disputes over Texas’
much earlier abortion ban, at
roughly six weeks, though those
cases turn on the unique struc-
ture of the law and how it can be
challenged in court, not the abor-
tion right.

Still, abortion rights advocates
were troubled by the court’s 5-4
vote in September to allow the
Texas law, which relies on citizen
lawsuits to enforce it, to take ef-
fect in the first place.

“This is the most worried I've
ever been,” said Shannon Brew-
er, who runs the only abortion
clinic in Mississippi, the Jackson
Women’s Health Organization.

The clinic offers abortions up to
16 weeks of pregnancy and about
10% of abortions it performs take
place after the 15th week, Brewer
said.

She also noted that since the
Texas law took effect, the clinic
has seen a substantial increase in
patients, operating five days or
six days a week instead of two or
three.

Lower courts blocked the Mis-
sissippi law, as they have other
abortion bans that employ tradi-
tional enforcement methods by
state and local officials.

The Supreme Court had never
before even agreed to hear a case
over a pre-viability abortion ban.
But after Justice Ruth Bader

J. ScorT APPLEWHITE/AP

The Supreme Court is seen at dusk in Washington in October.

Ginsburg’s death last year and
her replacement by Justice Amy
Coney Barrett, the third of
Trump’s appointees, the court
said it would take up the case.

Trump had pledged to appoint
“pro-life justices” and predicted
they would lead the way in over-
turning the abortion rulings. Only
one justice, Clarence Thomas, has
publicly called for Roe to be over-
ruled.

The court could uphold the
Mississippi law without explicitly
overruling Roe and Casey, an out-
come that would satisfy neither
side.

Abortion rights advocates have
said that result would amount to
the same thing as an outright rul-
ing overturning the earlier cases
because it would erase the ratio-
nale securing nearly a half-centu-
ry of Supreme Court law.

“A decision upholding this ban
is tantamount to overruling Roe.
The ban prohibits abortion
around two months before viabil-
ity,” said Julie Rikelman, who
will argue the case for the clinic.

On the other side, abortion op-
ponents have argued that the
court essentially invented abor-

tion law in Roe and Casey, and
shouldn’t repeat that mistake in
this case.

If the justices uphold Mississip-
pi’s law, they’ll have to explain
why, said Thomas Jipping, a Her-
itage Foundation legal fellow.

They can either overrule the
two big cases, Jipping said, “or
they’re going to have to come up
with another made-up rule.”

Conservative commentator Ed
Whelan said such an outcome
would be a “massive defeat” on
par with the Casey decision in
1992, in which a court with eight
justices appointed by Republican
presidents unexpectedly reaf-
firmed Roe.

This court appears far more
conservative than the one that de-
cided Casey, and legal historian
Mary Ziegler at Florida State Uni-
versity’s law school, said the
court probably would “overrule
Roe or set us on a path to doing
s0.”

If the court looks to public sen-
timent, it would find poll after poll
that shows support for preserving
Roe, though some surveys also
find backing for greater restric-
tions on abortion.

Ga. rule on
absentee
ballots trips
up voters

Associated Press

ATLANTA — More than half of
absentee ballot applications re-
jected in Georgiain advance of the
Nov. 2 elections were turned down
because they came in after a dead-
line created in Georgia’s new vot-
ing law.

The Atlanta Journal-Constitu-
tion reported 52% of applications
were rejected because voters
asked for an absentee ballot with-
in the last 11 days before the elec-
tion, too late to meet the require-
ments of a voting law passed in
March.

The deadline was created in
Senate Bill 202, which also limited
absentee voting by restricting
drop boxes and requiring voters to
prove they had a driver’s license
or other state identification when
applying. The top reason Georgia
election officials rejected absen-
tee ballot applications this fall was
that they were submitted too close
to Election Day, missing a dead-
line imposed by the state’s new
voting law.

Republicans in the General As-
sembly pushed through the new
law after a record 1.3 million Ge-
orgians mailed in or dropped off
ballots in the 2020 presidential
election.

The newspaper reported about
26% of those who made absentee
ballot requests after the deadline
later cast ballots in person on
Election Day. Critics of the absen-
tee request deadline said it’s too
early and hinders voters from be-
ing able to cast ballots.

$1.4M raised
for man freed
after 43 years

Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — More
than $1.4 million had been raised
as of Saturday for aman who spent
43 years behind bars before a
judge overturned his conviction in
a triple Killing.

The Midwest Innocence Project
set up the GoFundMe fundraiser
as they fought for Kevin Strick-
land’s release, noting that he
wouldn’t receive compensation
from Missouri and would need
help paying for basic living ex-
penses.

The state only allows wrongful
imprisonment payments to people
who were exonerated through
DNA evidence, so the 62-year-old
Strickland wouldn’t qualify.

Judge James Welsh, a retired
Missouri Court of Appeals judge,

RicH Sucg, THE Kansas CiTy STAR/AP

Kevin Strickland, center, spoke to the media along with his attorneys
Tricia Rojo Bushnell, left, and Robert Hoffman, after his release from

prison Nov. 23, in Cameron, Mo.

ordered his release Tuesday, find-
ing that evidence used to convict
Strickland had since been recant-
ed or disproven.

By Saturday evening, more than
$1.45 million had been donated to

help Strickland.

Strickland has always main-
tained that he was home watching
television and had nothing to do
with the killings, which happened
in 1978 when he was 18 years old.

Man shot in NC mall
still in critical state

Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. — Police in
North Carolina said that a man re-
mains in critical condition follow-
ing Friday’s shooting at a shop-
ping mall that was packed with
shoppers on the day after Thanks-
giving.

Durham police said Saturday
that investigators continue to in-
vestigate the incident at The
Streets at Southpoint.

The shooting also wounded a 10-
year-old child and another man.
Both sustained non-life-threaten-
ing injuries.

A reportin The News & Observ-
er said police said Friday they
have one individual in custody,
but no charges have been filed yet
in connection with the shooting,
which terrified hundreds of shop-
pers at the mall on one of the busi-

est shopping days of the year.

Police said that no charges had
been filed as of Saturday morning.

Meanwhile, the mall reopened
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, according
to The News & Observer.

The shooting occurred during
an apparent fight between two
groups, police said.

A bystander described “mass
hysteria” on one of the busiest
shopping days of the year as shop-
pers ducked into stores for cover
or ran for the exits.

Police said another three people
were injured as shoppers rushed
for exits following the shooting. In
a news release, police said their
injuries were not life-threatening.

Police said those involved in the
fight that led to the shooting fled,
but authorities vowed to make
more arrests.
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States drop ‘offensive’ immigrant terms

By Acacia CORONADO
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas— Luz Rivasre-
members seeing the word on her
mother’s residency card as a
child: “alien.”

In the stark terms of the govern-
ment, it signaled her mother was
not yet a citizen of the U.S. But to
her young daughter, the word had
a more personal meaning. Even
though they were going through
the naturalization process, it
meant the family did not belong.

“I want other children of immi-
grants, like me, to not feel the
same way I did, that my family
did, when we saw the word
‘alien’,” said Rivas, now an assem-
blywoman in the California Legis-
lature.

The Democratic lawmaker
sought to retire the term and this
year authored a bill — since
signed into law —that replaces the
use of “alien” in state statutes with
other terms such as “noncitizen”
or “immigrant.” Her effort was in-
spired by a similar shift earlier
this year by the Biden administra-
tion.

Immigrants and immigrant-
rights groups say the term, espe-
cially when combined with “ille-
gal,” is dehumanizing and can
have a harmful effect on immigra-
tion policy.

The word became a focal point
of debate in several states earlier
this year as the number of mi-
grants at the U.S.-Mexico border
swelled and led to fierce backlash

DAviD ZaLuBowskI/AP

Colorado State Sen. Julie Gonzales speaks during a news conference last year in Denver.

against Biden administration pol-
icies by Republican governors
and lawmakers.

Lawmakers in at least seven
states considered eliminating use
of “alien” and “illegal” in state
statutes this year and replacing
them with descriptions such as
“undocumented” and “nonciti-
zen,” according to the National
Conference of State Legislatures.

Only two states, California and
Colorado, actually made the

change.

“I want all Californians that are
contributing to our society, that
are small business owners, that
work hard, to feel that they are
part of California communities,”
Rivas said of the reason behind
her legislation.

State Sen. Julie Gonzales, who
co-sponsored the new Colorado
law, said during a legislative com-
mittee hearing that words such as
“illegal” were “dehumanizing and

derogatory” when applied to im-
migrants. Gonzales said the legis-
lation aimed to remove the only
place in the Colorado statute
where “illegal alien” was used to
describe people living in the U.S.
illegally.

“That language has been offen-
sive for many people,” she said.
“And some of the rationale behind
that is really rooted in this idea
that a person can certainly com-
mit an illegal act, but no human

being themselves is illegal.”

Using “alien” to describe those
who arenot U.S. citizens has along
history, dating to the nation’s first
naturalization law, passed while
George Washington was presi-
dent. Fearing a war with France,
Congress also passed the Alien
and Sedition Acts in 1798, which
sought to suppress political sub-
version.

Changing the long-standing
government terminology around
immigration is not universally ac-
cepted as necessary or desirable.

Sage Naumann, spokesperson
for the Colorado Senate Republi-
cans, said the Democratic-con-
trolled Legislature should be
spending its time on matters of
deeper importance to residents,
such as taking steps to fight infla-
tion, tackle crime and improve
education.

Naumann said he doubted that
“the average Coloradan — or
American — cares about what
semi-controversial words are bur-
ied in their state statutes.”

An analysis by The Associated
Press (which doesn’t refer to peo-
ple as “aliens” except in direct
quotes) found that more than a
dozen states still use the terms
“alien” or “illegal” in statutes re-
ferring to immigrants. Among
them is Texas, where a legislative
attempt to transition to different
terminology advanced out of com-
mittee with bipartisan backing
this year but failed to get a hearing
before the full Texas House.

Trial set to start on charges
Smollett faked racist attack

By DonN BABWIN
Associated Press

CHICAGO — A popular actor
steps out onto the street and is
brutally reminded that, despite
his fame and wealth, places still
exist where the color of his skin
and sexual orientation put him in
danger.

That was the story that rico-
cheted around the world after
Jussie Smollett, a Black and open-
ly gay actor, reported to Chicago
police that he was the victim of a
hate crime.

Nearly three years later, Smol-
lett is about to stand trial on
charges that he staged the whole
thing.

He was charged with felony
disorderly conduct after law en-
forcement and prosecutors said
he lied to police about what hap-
pened in the early morning hours
of Jan. 29, 2019, in downtown Chi-
cago. He has pleaded not guilty.
Jury selection is scheduled to be-
gin Monday. Disorderly conduct,

aclass 4 felony, carries a sentence
of up to three years in prison but
experts have said it is more likely
that if Smollett is convicted he
would be placed on probation and
perhaps ordered to perform com-
munity service.

Smollett told police he was
walking home from a Subway
sandwich shop at 2 a.m. when two
men he said recognized him from
the TV show “Empire” began
hurling racial and homophobic
slurs at him. He said the men
struck him, looped a makeshift
noose around his neck and shout-
ed, “This is MAGA country,” a
reference to then-President Do-
nald Trump’s campaign slogan,
“Make America Great Again.”

Reaction to his reported assault
underscored the increasingly po-
larized political landscape; Dem-
ocratic politicians and others
called it a shocking example of
Trump-era bigotry and hate,
while Republicans accused liber-
als of rushing to paint the presi-

dent’s supporters as racists.

Just weeks later came the stun-
ning announcement that Smollett
was charged with staging the at-
tack to further his career and se-
cure a higher salary. And, police
said, he hired two brothers from
Nigeria, to pretend to attack him
for $3,500.

This made the spotlight on
Smollett shine even brighter, but
this time he was vilified as some-
one willing to use one of the most
potent symbol of racism in the
U.S. to further his career.

“The most vile and despicable
part of it, if it’s true, is the noose,”
Judge John Fitzgerald Lyke Jr.,
who is Black, said during Smol-
lett’s first court appearance.
“That symbol conjures up such
evil in this country’s history.”

Smollett — whose career has
since faded — will this week re-
turn to the glare of the media spot-
light, but this time as he passes
the forest of news cameras as he
makes his way to and from court.

STtAcEY WEscoTT/AP

Former “Empire” actor Jussie
Smollett, right, arrives the
George N. Leighton Criminal
Court Building for a hearing, July
14, in Chicago.

o dead at
shooting in
Nashville
apartment

Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — A
shooting in a Tennessee apart-
ment has left three people dead
and four others wounded, police
said.

The shooting occurred Friday
night in an apartment in Nash-
ville, police said on Twitter.
Three young men were pro-
nounced dead at the scene and
four other people sustained inju-
ries that were not life-threaten-
ing.

Police said there were no signs
of forced entry into the apart-
ment and two guns have been re-
covered.

Authorities had no initial word
on suspects and said the shooting
remains under investigation.

The names and ages of the vic-
tims were not immediately re-
leased.
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What is a hobby for Billy Barr has become a vital
resource for climate research in the Rockies

By KARIN BRULLIARD
The Washington Post

GOTHIC, Colo. — As world leaders gath-
ered across the globe this month to discuss a
climate crisis that is rapidly heating the
Earth, Billy Barr, 71, paused outside his
mountainside cabin to measure snow.

His tools were simple, the same he’d used
since the 1970s. A wooden ruler plunged in-
to white flakes accumulating on his snow
board — an old freezer door affixed to legs
of plastic piping and wood — showed two
inches. A section of snow that he slid into a
metal bucket and hung from a scale a few
paces away told him it was about 10 percent
water, which did not surprise him. For
years, that number hovered around 6 per-
cent, but snow here has gotten wetter.

“One year could easily be a fluke. I mean,
weather is weather, it changes all the time.
But all of a sudden, we’ve had five yearsin a
row,” said Barr, dingy face mask dangling
over his white beard. “So that’s starting to
get significant.”

These measurements would be a few
more data points in nearly five decades of
records Barr has kept since leaving urban
New Jersey to become the sole year-round
resident of this abandoned silver mining
town nearly 10,000 feet high in the Rockies.
Back then, he wrote his observations —
temperatures, snow, the sight of a gray jay
or the tracks of a red fox — in small round
script in steno notepads, to keep busy in a
place he came to be alone.

“Cloudy all A.M.,” he wrote on Nov. 4,
1973. “7 3/4” snow. S 3/8” presently on
ground by night.”

Along the way, Barr became an unwitting
chronicler of climate change, the amiable
keeper of an analog data set that would
eventually inform researchers’ papers on
hummingbird migration and marmot hi-
bernation. And he served as a winter pio-
neer in a mountaintop location whose snow-
pack, which feeds the Colorado River, is
now the focus of urgent attention and scien-
tific inquiry as the Western United States
dries up.

It is no coincidence Barr logs his data up
the hill from the Rocky Mountain Biological
Laboratory, a field station that comes alive
each summer with researchers studying a
rainbow of alpine wildflowers and animals,
but which has long shut down when the
snow comes. Barr, a part-time accountant
at the lab, always stayed put, stocking his
freezer, stacking firewood, readying his
notebooks and waxing skis he put up to 800
miles on per winter.

But as he enters his S0th winter in Gothic,
change has come, and not just in shorter
snow seasons and higher temperatures. All
that skiing has left Barr’s legs in severe
pain, and though he is planning hip replace-
ments, he worries this might be his last win-
ter here. And for the first time, Gothic is
hosting winter researchers — a skeleton
staff for a two-year, multimillion dollar pro-
ject using radar, weather balloons, lasers
and other high-tech equipment to better
predict how rain and snow ends up as water
in the Colorado River Basin.

The company might have bothered Barr

years ago, but he doesn’t relish the frozen
solitude so much anymore. He is, though,
determined to keep gathering his data. He
says he feels an obligation — to the records
themselves, and the precise way he has kept
them since the early ’70s.

While Barr’s extended focus on winter in
Gothic is unique, long-term research is one
of the lab’s summer specialties. A marmot
study has been running since 1962. David
Inouye, a University of Maryland biologist,
began his study of the timing and abun-
dance of wildflower blooming in 1973. Yet
although he knew Barr, it wasn’t until the
1990s that Inouye got wind of the account-
ant’s handwritten records.

“It turns out that what really sets the
clock for all the phenology out there, in
terms of flowering and animal activity, is
when the snow melts. And Billy had this
wonderful data set on not only when does it
melt, but when does it start and how does it
change from day to day,” Inouye said.

In 2000, Inouye listed Barr as a co-author
on a paper about birds and marmots in the
Colorado Rockies, which showed, Inouye
said, “first, that the climate is changing, and
second, that it’s having an effect on the
plants and animals out there.” In 2012, Barr
was a co-author on a paper by Inouye and
others that predicted broad-tailed hum-
mingbirds could by 2033 arrive after the flo-
wering of a key nectar source, the glacier
lily, which has bloomed earlier over time
because of climate change.

After filling 10 notebooks with his re-
cords, Barr now organizes them in Excel
and publishes them on his website. Re-
searchers regularly ask him for data, he
said, and he always obliges.

“Iwould say it’s because I care about oth-
ers and want to help them,” Barr said. “But
it’s mostly because I've never had a social
life, so what else do I have to do?”

On a recent afternoon, as snow slid from
the roof past his window, Barr sat at his
computer, scrolling through decades of
numbers. Next to him was his current note-
book, used only for animal sightings, which
he has never found the energy to enter into
spreadsheets. Today, it showed, he had
spotted a Steller’s jay and a crow.

In the numbers, he points out patterns.
Nearly half the record low temperatures
came in his first decade here, and more than
half the record highs occurred in the last
one. The years between 1974 and 2000 aver-
aged 10 more days with snow on the ground
than the years since. The number of consec-
utive days when temperatures stayed be-
low freezing has plummeted.

“Back in the ’70s, there were winters
where we had well over 100 days in a row
where it didn’t get [above] freezing. Last
winter, the most was nine,” Barr said. “It
doesn’t take much to break that — it could
have been 200 days with one in between.
But still, there’s a trend there.”

Down the hill from Barr’s cabin and out-
side the lab is a new recognition of that:
Eight white trailers forming the core of the
Surface Atmosphere Integrated Field Lab-
oratory (SAIL), a massive federally funded
effort that relies on dozens of instruments

Ba
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Weather monitoring equipment sits outside of Billy Barr’s home in Gothic, Colo., on Nov.
2. Barr’s data, which he has been collecting since the early 1970s, has become a
valuable resource in the study of climate change.

Billy Barr pauses on the walk to his home
in the abandoned mining town of Gothic,
Colo., high in the Rocky Mountains.

measuring precipitation, wind, aerosols,
clouds, radiation and more. Much of the
equipment arrived in September after de-
ployment on a ship in the Arctic, where it
was part of an expedition documenting cli-
mate change.

It is in Gothic now because climate
change in this spot has enormous implica-
tions but is not fully understood. Snowmelt
here eventually flows to the Colorado River
— a key and declining water source for 40
million people in the West.

The campaign builds on an existing study
of the East River watershed headed by Ken
Williams, a Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory scientist who is co-leading
SAIL. He chose to work here in part, he said,
because the area’s diversity — in vegeta-
tion, elevation, geology — is representative
of mountain watersheds across the West.
The lab’s wealth of long-term observations

were also a draw — including Barr’s, he
said.

“If you’re in the business of trying to un-
derstand how ecosystems function now and
in the future, you have to have along record
of data against which to compare one year
to the next,” Williams said.

But the new project is aimed at the future,
gathering an unprecedented array of data
that scientists hope will help them model
how much water will flow out of here, into
creeks and the bedrock below, and out of
other Western watersheds.

Barr, whose office windows at the lab
overlook the trailers, watches this with in-
terest, marveling at the laser a researcher
told him can measure the size of snowflak-
es. He is sure the conditions in Gothic will
be less arduous than the Arctic. “It'll be
shoveling snow more than anything else,”
said Barr.

Over time, Barr has added more complex
equipment to his cabin-side weather station
that can take remote measurements if he’s
not around.

If Barr can’t stay, “there’s good chance
the lab will ask its caretakers to pick up
some of the things that can’t be measured so
easily,” said Inouye. “I think the lab appre-
ciates how valuable Billy’s observations
have been, and how important it will be to
keep them going.”

For now, Barr intends to remain. He just
put in a new wood stove. He is considering
subscribing to Hulu so he can watch “Hap-
piest Season,” a holiday movie starring
Kristen Stewart and Daniel Levy. He is wit-
nessing snow fall here for the S0th year
straight.

“My stuff has basically become useless
other than the fact that it goes back a good
ways, and it’s got easy-to-measure informa-
tion that we can continue,” Barr said. “Ijust
want to keep it going. It is interesting — it is,
I think. And it’s helpful.”
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Rare colonial-minted coin
sells for $350,000

MA BOSTON — One of

the first coins minted
in Colonial New England, which
was recently found among other
coins in a candy tin, has sold at
auction for more than $350,000,
more than it was expected to get,
the auctioneer said.

The one shilling silver coin
made in Boston in 1652 — consid-
ered the finest example of just a
few dozen such coins known to
still exist — was sold to an anony-
mous online bidder from the U.S,,
London-based Morton & Eden
Ltd. said in a statement.

The simple coin has the initials
NE for New England on one side,
and the Roman numeral XII, rep-
resenting the 12 pennies in a shil-
ling, on the other.

Suit claims hazing injured
high school football player

c SANTA ANA — A law-

suit claims a playeron a
highly ranked Southern California
high school football team suffered
traumatic brain injury, gashes
and a broken nose in alocker room
hazing ritual in which players
punch each other until one gives
up.

The Orange County Superior
Court lawsuit was filed by the
player’s family against Mater Dei
High School and the Roman Ca-
tholic Diocese of Orange, alleging
a wide range of negligence, viola-
tion of the California penal code
and intentional infliction of emo-
tional distress, Southern Califor-
nia News Group reported.

A relative newcomer to the
team was matched against a big-
ger player in a ritual called “Bod-
ies” in which they are supposed to
punch each other’s torsos between
the hips and shoulders.

But the newcomer was hit hard
in the head and face, and there al-
legedly was significant delay in
treatment and informing his par-
ents, the news group reported.

Animal control officer

attacked by dogs, hitten
MI BUENA VISTA TOWN-
SHIP — Authorities

were trying to identify the owner
of two dogs that attacked an ani-
mal control officer in the Saginaw
area.

The officer was bitten in a Bue-
na Vista Township neighborhood
after a resident reported being
nearly attacked by two pit bulls
outside his home, according to
MLive.com.

Two officers were attempting to
catch the dogs when the attack oc-
curred.

“He was able to defend himself
from one dog with a catchpole,”
Saginaw County Animal Care &
Control Director Bonnie Kanicki
said of the officer who was at-
tacked. “The other dog managed
to bite him on his leg and he fell
backward, hitting his head as he

Working with fire

Caitlin Burch, owner of Caitlin Burch Glassworks, in Putney, V., uses a torch to shape glass during the annual Putney Craft Tour on Friday.

kept fending off the dogs with the
catchpole.”

Both officers then used repel-
lant spray to stop and capture the
dogs.

Digital driver’s licenses
will be coming soon

I DES MOINES — Iowa

motorists will soon have
the option of keeping their driver’s
license on their phones.

State officials have begun a pilot
project to make digital driver’s li-
censes, or “mobile IDs,” available
for download via smartphone
apps sometime in 2022, the Cedar
Rapids Gazette reported.

Iowa is one of several states that
have considered, tested or begun
issuing digital versions of driver’s
licenses. Iowa plans to test devices
equipped with digital versions
through December, with about
100 state Department of Transpor-
tation employees expected to en-
list by spring as a test group to
make sure the app works.

Melissa Gillett, director of the
department’s motor vehicle divi-
sion, said the mobile ID will be op-
tional, but motorists will still be
expected to carry hard-copy li-
censes.

Controversial murals
moved from courthouse

M o COLUMBIA — Two

courthouse murals
that were taken down in Columbia
amid concerns that they depict an
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The number of illegal weapons seized by police from two San
Francisco homes, along with ammunition and drugs. Federal

and local agencies identified social media accounts listing firearms for sale and
worked together in the investigation that led to two residences, the San Fran-
cisco Police Department and the San Francisco District Attorney’s Office said in
statements. They also arrested John Sembrano, Kadkda Mean, Kelly Mean
and Ryan Chantha on multiple charges including the illegal sale of firearms,
being a felon in possession of firearms and being armed while in possession of

narcotics.

attempted lynching, a white man
pointing a gun at a Native Amer-
ican man and enslaved people
building the courthouse have a
new home.

The murals are headed to the
private Columbia College, where
Sidney Larson, the late artist who
painted the murals, taught for
more than S0 years, The Columbia
Daily Tribune reported.

The murals will be stored at the
college until an exhibit can appro-
priately highlight the educational
and historical purpose of the art-
work, college President David
Russell wrote in a letter last week
to Presiding Commissioner Dan
Atwill.

Injured sea turtle’s gas
hampered it from diving

M GULFPORT — Anin-
jured sea turtle at the
Mississippi Aquarium is getting
medicine to reduce intestinal gas
because a buildup was keeping
her from diving.
Banner the green sea turtle was
rescued in Florida after being se-

verely injured by a boat propeller.
After four years of rehabilitation,
staffers at the Florida Aquarium
decided the turtle could never be
safely released, and she was sent
last summer to Mississippi.
Banner’s big problem was that
her hind end was buoyant, making
it harder to dive, Dr. Alexa De-
laune, the Mississippi Aquarium’s
vice president of veterinary ser-
vices, said in a news release.
Veterinarians think that the
propeller may have damaged
nerves going to Banner’s intesti-
nal tract, Delaune said in an email.
“We won'’t be able to cure the
problem but we can manage it to
make sure it doesn’t get worse,”
she wrote in the news release.

Blast blows man from
home destroyed by fire

N NEWPORT — A North
Carolina man said an
explosion blew him from his home
before it was destroyed by fire.
Benny Weeks, 59, said he was
the only person home and had just
finished his Thanksgiving dinner

when the blast occurred. The
laundry room smoke detector
went off and when Weeks went to
wave a towel at it, he said there
was a big explosion.

“It blew me out of the back
screen door onto the deck and fol-
lowed by just fire everywhere and
the house burnt down,” Weeks
said. There was nothing to salvage
after the blast, he said.

Invasive underwater weed
is choking parts of lake

KILLEEN — An inva-

sive underwater weed
is spreading in a Central Texas
lake popular with anglers, tan-
gling boat propellers and threat-
ening the fish.

The weed is hydrilla, an aquatic
plant initially imported and sold
as an aquarium plant in the 1950s
that has become one of the world’s
most invasive plants. Fishing
guide Bob Maindelle said its pres-
ence is at an all-time high in Still-
house Hollow Lake, about 13 miles
southeast of Killeen.

The plants are spread by un-
cleaned boats and form thick mats
on water surfaces, changing their
pH levels, stripping them of ox-
ygen, restricting native plant
growth, blocking nutrients for aq-
uatic animals, and hindering irri-
gation, recreation and water flow,
according to the Texas Invasive
Species Institute.

From The Associated Press
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Firefighters rescue pet dog after =~
pet tortoise traps it underground ,

By SYDNEY PAGE
Special To The Washington Post
It was a relatively peaceful Sun-

day morning at the Fortin house-
hold in Scottsdale, Ariz. Around
noon, though, chaos struck.

Michelle Fortin was folding
laundry, when her 10-year-old son,
Kenton, sprinted up the stairs and
hollered: “Is Bruce up there?”

Bruce is the Fortin family’s be-
loved 1-year-old French bulldog,
named after Bruce Wayne from
“Batman.” They also have a 15-
year-old sulcata tortoise named Bi-
anca — after the female protago-
nist in the 1977 Disney film “The
Rescuers.”

Fortin, her husband, Jason, and
their two children started search-
ing around the house for Bruce,
but he was nowhere to be found.
Before long, the family of four be-
gan to panic.

They assumed the worst: “We
worried that maybe he was stolen
from our backyard,” Fortin said.

The Fortins mobilized. Within
an hour of Bruce’s disappearance
on Nov. 21, they started scattering
“lost dog” posters around their
neighborhood and went door-to-
door, hoping maybe he wandered
to anearby home. They also filed a
police report.

After searching with no luck,
Fortin decided to do a second scan
of the house. When she got to the
backyard, she heard a muffled
barking sound, but couldn’t pin-
point where it was coming from.
Then her eyes peered over to Bian-
ca’s burrow.

“I approached the tortoise bur-
row, and I could hear Bruce bark-
ing from under the ground,” Fortin
said.

Indeed, the dog had wandered
into the tortoise burrow, which the
family later learned is about six
feet deep and nearly three feet
wide — and it’s on a 45-degree an-
gle.

Tortoises dig burrows to regu-
late their body temperature and
escape predators. Sulcata tortois-
es, also called African spurred tor-
toises, tend to dig extensive dens,
which can run as deep as 20 feet
underground.

Hearing Bruce’s bark spurred
simultaneous relief and terror.

“I'had absolutely noidea how we
were going to get him out,” Fortin
said, adding that they feared Bian-
ca— who weighs S0 pounds, about
double Bruce’s weight — was
blocking Bruce from exiting the
deep, dark cave.

The situation escalated when

their son Kenton attempted to de-
scend into the burrow, and he con-
firmed that the dog was, in fact,
trapped by the tortoise. The family
decided to call for back up.

They started by reaching outtoa
local tortoise rescue organization,
which was closed, as it was a Sun-
day. Their next call was to the
Scottsdale Fire Department.

“I felt ridiculous, but I had no
idea what to do or who to call,” For-
tin said.

When she explained the some-
what-comical crisis to the dis-
patcher, she was urgently advised
to remove her son from the burrow
immediately. A crew of firefight-
ers arrived at the scene within 10
minutes of the call.

Daniel Espinoza, a fire captain,
showed up with three other fire-
fighters — all of whom were baf-
fled by the situation.

“When I read the dispatch, I
couldn’t believe it,” Espinoza said.
“It was one of the most unusual
animal rescues I've ever been
called to.”

The four firefighters attempted
to hatch a plan, but to no avail. Giv-
en that they were unfamiliar with
burrows — and had never encoun-
tered a situation in which a small
dog was trapped by a massive tor-

COURTESY SCOTTSDALE FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Fortin family poses with Scottsdale, Ariz., firefighters Derek
Owen and Preston Fuller after they rescued the Fortins’ pet dog, who
ventured into their tortoise’s burrow.

toise — they were at a loss.

They considered digging into
the burrow, but they feared it
might collapse, which would have
had dire consequences for both
animals. They decided to contact a
wildlife expert for further insight.

Russ Johnson, president of the
Phoenix Herpetological Sanctu-
ary, received the urgent call for
help.

Johnson has seen a lot in his ca-
reer, he said, but “I’ve never had a
dog go into a tortoise hole and the
tortoise block him from getting
out.”

He advised the firefighters to dig
delicately, using shovels and a
pickax, to keep the structural com-
ponents of the tunnel intact, start-

ing at the entrance of the burrow.

Although they now had a plan in
place, the scene remained suspen-
seful.

The persistent digging had prod-
ded the tortoise to peek out to see
what all the commotion was. Once
they caught Bianca by her shell,
Bruce came bolting out of the bur-
row.

Although it was certainly an
emotional roller coaster for the
family, Fortin said that in the end it
was a feel-good story, and quite a
memorable afternoon.

“How many people can say that
they had to call the fire department
to rescue their dog, who was
trapped by their tortoise in their
backyard?” she said.
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Russia jails 5 people over coal mine disaster

Associated Press

MOSCOW — A Russian court on Satur-
day ordered five people to remain in pre-
trial detention for two months pending an
investigation into a devastating blast in a
coal mine in Siberia that resulted in dozens
of deaths.

Russian authorities reported 51 deaths af-
ter a methane explosion rocked the List-
vyazhnaya mine in the Kemerovo region in

southwestern Siberia on Thursday — 46
miners and five rescuers. The tragedy ap-
pears to be the deadliest in Russia since
2010.

The Central District Court in the city of
Kemerovo ruled to jail the director of the
Listvyazhnaya mine, Sergei Makhrakov, his
deputy Andrei Molostvov and section su-
pervisor Sergei Gerasimenok. They are fac-
ing charges of violating industrial safety re-

quirements for hazardous production facil-
ities that resulted in multiple deaths. If con-
victed, they may be imprisoned for up to
seven years.

Two officials of the local branch of Ros-
tekhnadzor, Russia’s state technology and
ecology watchdog — Sergei Vinokurov and
Vyacheslav Semykin — have also been
jailed for two months on the charge of negli-
gence that led to two or more deaths, puni-

shable by up to seven years in prison as well.

Law enforcement officials said Friday
that miners had complained about the high
level of methane in the mine. Russia’s top
independent news site, Meduza, reported
that this year authorities suspended the
work of certain sections of the mine nine
times and issued fines of more than 4 mil-
lion rubles (roughly $53,000) for safety vio-
lations.

Afghan PM defends Taliban’s rule

Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af-
ghanistan’s Taliban prime minis-
ter defended the group’s rule in a
public address Saturday, saying it
was not to blame for a worsening
economic crisis and is working to
repair the corruption of the ousted
government. He also dismissed in-
ternational pressure for the for-
mation of a more inclusive Cabi-
net.

The half-hour audio played on
state-run media was the first such
public address by Mohammed
Hassan Akhund since the Taliban

captured Kabul and secured their
rule over the country three months
ago. The Taliban takeover led to a
shut-off of international aid to the
government and the blocking of
billions of dollars in Afghan assets
held abroad, worsening an already
crumbling economy.

Akhund said the problems of
worsening unemployment and the
financial meltdown had begun un-
der the previous, U.S.-backed gov-
ernment, adding that Afghans
should not believe claims that the
Taliban were to blame.

“Nation, be vigilant. Those left

over from the previous govern-
ment in hiding are ... causing anx-
iety, misleading the people to dis-
trust their government,” he said.

The ousted government had run
“the weakest system in the world,”
he said, pointing to pervasive cor-
ruption. In contrast, he said, the
Taliban are eliminating corrup-
tion and have brought security
around the country.

“We are trying as much as possi-
ble to solve the problems of the
people. We are working overtime
in every department,” Akhund

PETROS GIANNAKOURIS/AP

Taliban fighters and Afghan men pray in Kamar Kalagh village

said. Saturday near Herat, Afghanistan.
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For Wolfhard, fame
the strangest thing

‘Ghostbusters: Afterlife’ actor has lived his teen years in
front of the world, but he doesn’t care about being famous

By ASHLEY SPENCER
Special to The Washington Post

fter “Stranger Things” pre-

miered on Netflix in July 2016, a

then-13-year-old Finn Wolfhard

logged on to Instagram to find he
was rapidly going from unknown Canadian
kid to one of the most recognizable young
actors in the world.

Netflix’s original programming had al-
ready been well underway, but the stream-
ing giant hadn’t had a global hit that could
inspire such a broad and zealous fan base.
When Wolfhard filmed the first season in
Atlanta, “the show felt really contained,” he
saidin arecentinterview. “It feltlike a thing
that was big, but also really small.”

But, of course, it wasn’t small at all.

Five years later, “Stranger Things” re-
mains one of Netflix’s most popular shows,
with its second and third seasons racking up
more than 1 billion combined viewing
hours, according to data provided by Net-
flix. Wolfhard’s face can be found on T-
shirts, Christmas ornaments and action fig-
ures. And his star-
making role led to
his earning block-
buster parts in the
“It” films and this
month’s “Ghostbus-
ters: Afterlife.”

Wolfhard plays
the grandson of
Egon Spengler in
“Afterlife,” directed by Jason Reitman, son
of the original films’ helmer, Ivan Reitman.
(Spengler was played by the late Harold Ra-
mis and was the awkward but resourceful
inventor in the original Ghostbusters team.)
“Afterlife” is set decades after 1989’s
“Ghostbusters II” and sees Egon’s daughter
(Carrie Coon) and her two children (Wolf-
hard and McKenna Grace) inherit Egon’s
Oklahoma farmhouse and get swept up in
their own paranormal adventures.

With his gangly S-foot-11 frame, Wolf-
hard thought it would be fun to take his
character, Trevor, from a “boring older

Wolfhard’s face can
be found on T-shirts,
Christmas ornaments
and action figures.

brother” part into a paradigm of physical
comedy. “I had come into my body a little
more with puberty, and I thought my body
was really funny,” he said. For Reitman, the
way Finn “listens and acts through his
limbs reminds me of the great teenage [per-
formances] of the ’80s. Ferris Bueller, Mar-
ty McFly, Bender,” the director said in an
email. “Finn is a storyteller at heart. He’s
looking for every opportunity to convey sto-
ry, not just the dialogue.”

In fact, 18-year-old Wolfhard has grown
nearly a foot since his career began. Excel-
lent for comedy, difficult for blending in
with a crowd. The internet is full of dimly lit,
heavily zoomed videos and photos shot by
fans trailing him down city streets and loi-
tering at the movie theaters and restaurants
he patronizes. While filming “Afterlife” in
Alberta, Canada — as is the case pretty
much anywhere he goes in the world —
Wolfhard was routinely approached by fans
of all ages who recognized his mop of dark
curly hair and unique features as belonging
to “the kid from ‘Stranger Things.””

“That is very
heavy space to oc-
cupy,” his co-star
Coon said. “As we
know, many child
stars do not make it.
They don’t make it
in the business, but
they also some-
times don’t make it
in the world because of the pressure. Finn
has great parents, and he recognizes that
his self-worth is not contingent upon that at-
tention.”

Perhaps because of the ’80s nostalgia
woven throughout his career, it’s easy to
view Wolfhard through a time-warped lens,
to imagine he’s actually a world-weary Gen
Xer with a decadeslong career behind him.
But he wasn’t even born until 2002, and as a
child actor coming of age in the late 2010s,
he’s grappled with a type of fame complete-
ly foreign to those who came before him.

In an age when social media posts are of-

CEeLESTE SLomAN/For The Washington Post

Finn Wolfhard, photographed in October, isn’t getting caught up in social media hype.

ten written into contracts and follower
counts can decide casting, Wolfhard refus-
es to get caught up in the hype.

He’s amassed more than 20 million Insta-
gram followers but uses his verified ac-
count only for the requisite publicity posts
because he finds the platform “anxiety-in-
ducing and distracting.” Same with TikTok
and Twitter, the latter of which he deleted
entirely before returning to fulfill contrac-
tual promotional obligations for “Afterlife.”

“Ilearned after the fact how many people
love him, how huge he is, how many follow-
ers he has — things I have no awareness of
because I’'m a fossil,” his “Afterlife” co-star
Paul Rudd said. “Working with him, you
would never know that. There’s nothing
pretentious or high and mighty about him.
He’s just a cool kid.”

But the access some fans feel entitled to
and the information they’re able to dig up
online are alarming. Strangers periodically
threaten to release Wolfhard’s personal da-
tain a bid to get his attention, and recently,
someone threatened to expose an address
that belonged to his girlfriend unless Wolf-
hard confirmed their relationship. He com-
plied. “They’re like, ‘Oh, OK, I'm so sorry.
We love her,” “ he said. “It all fades literally
once you’re like, ‘Hey, calm down. It’s cool.
I’'m areal person.’ It’s almost like a trance or
something. Maybe it’s a power thing.”

Those who’ve worked with Wolfhard
praise the way he makes it all feel “effort-
less” and “easy,” but in private, he’s strug-
gled with anxiety about performing, fame

NETFLIX

Wolfhard has grown nearly a foot since the
first season of “Stranger Things.”

and life in general. Transcendental medita-
tion and Lexapro help, he said, and this
year, he found a kindred anxious spirit in
Jesse Eisenberg, who directed him in the
upcoming dramedy “When You Finish Sav-
ing the World.”

“Iwas really nervous about doing the mo-
vie, and Jesse was like, ‘Who do you think
you’re talking to? Have you seen my mo-
vies? I’'m the most anxious person you’ve ev-
er seen in your life,”” Wolfhard said, laugh-
ing. Eisenberg shared stories of vomiting
before shooting the first “Zombieland” and
having a panic attack on the set of “Adven-
tureland,” which “kind of made me calm
down,” Wolfhard said.

“The anxiety never goes away, but it’s
something that becomes way easier to deal
with. You need a little bit of anxiety to get
out of bed in the morning.”

Grammys’ expanded awards meant to promote new talent backfires

By ANOUSHA SAKOUI
Los Angeles Times

An expansion of the Grammy Awards nominations
aimed at improving inclusion benefited established artists
such as Taylor Swift and Kanye West, The New York Times
reported Nov. 24.

A decision to grow the award ceremony’s “Big Four” cat-
egories from eight to 10 nominees was made a day before
the nods were announced, and led to nominations for artists
including ABBA and Lil Nas X, according to the report. The
new additions were revealed by comparing an early version
of the final nominations list that had circulated several days
before the official announcement made the morning of Nov.
23, a copy of which The New York Times said it obtained.

The Recording Academy did not respond to requests for
comment.

This year’s nominees included the largest age spread in
Grammys history, from Tony Bennett, 95, to Olivia Rodri-
g0, 18, in an example of the academy’s attempt to laud new
stars as well as established talent.

The latest revelations could generate more backlash for
the music industry’s most prominent trade group a year af-
ter it was fiercely criticized for snubbing the Weeknd.

Recording Academy CEO Harvey Mason Jr. denied the
Weeknd had been iced out of the awards because he had
angered executives while negotiating a deal to appear at
both the Grammys at the Super Bowl halftime show.

The 64th Grammys are the first where the four major cat-
egories, such as record of the year and song of the year, fea-
ture 10 nominees each, up from eight for the past few years.

Jazz-R&B composer Jon Batiste, best known as the ban-
dleader and music director for “The Late Show With Ste-

phen Colbert,” earned the most Grammy nominations of
any act this year, with 11. The pianist and singer earned
nods for album and record of the year for his “We Are” al-
bum and its single “Freedom,” which will compete against
releases from Rodrigo, Justin Bieber and Lil Nas X.

According to the New York Times, the two entries added
to the ballot for album of the year were Swift’s “Evermore”
and West’s “Donda.” They joined albums by Bennett and
Lady Gaga, Rodrigo, Bieber, Doja Cat, H.E.R., Billie Eilish,
Batiste and Lil Nas X.

With the expansion of the record of the year category, Lil
Nas X’s “Montero (Call Me by Your Name)“ and ABBA’s “I
Still Have Faith in You” were added, The New York Times
said.

The annual ceremony is set to take place Jan. 31 in Los
Angeles.
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
12 13
15 16
18 19
B
24 125 |26
31 32 33 34
35 36 38
42 |43 46 |47 |48
49 51
52 53 54
55 56 57
ACROSS 56 Very popular 25 Chopper
1 Creche trio 57 En-grossed 26 Pothole
5 Glitch repairers
8 Concept DOWN 27 Least quiet
12 Harrow rival 1 Carte 29 Blemish
13 Texter’s “As 2 Like — of bricks 30 “A mouse!”
| see it” 3 Blunder 33 Hi-tech
14 Little lice 4 Economical organizers
15 Gaming tyro way to buy 36 Quidditch
16 Sightseeing stop 5 Ginormous position
18 Open up, amount 38 Not as spicy
as a flag 6 Actress Thurman 40 Busy insect
20 Prods to action 7 Cymbal’s kin 42 Like most
21 “Star Wars” 8 Deepest car radios
princess 9 Migration 43 Country
23 Recipe abbr. of a sort singer
24 Price reduction 10 To be, in Tours Evans
28 Heavy reading? 11 Requests 44 Platter
31Kitchen gadget 17 Speck 46 Singer
brand 19 Cincinnati team Franklin

32 Be nosy

34 Singer Carly
— Jepsen

35 Stew veggies

37 Evidence of
sudden braking

39 Narc's org.

41 Morales of
“Jericho”

42 Rise

45 Spots in the
ocean

49 March in place

51 “Phooey!”

52 Gratis

53 “Mayday!”

54 Austen novel

55Bryn —

11-29

22 Heard the
alarm clock
24 Swab the deck

47 Pack (down)
48 Sports figure?
50 Cattle call
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OPINION

President Biden’s health checks out

By CARrRL P. LEUBSDORF
The Dallas Morning News
t long last, President Joe Biden
has undergone a thorough phys-
ical exam, and the detailed White
House report ought to end the
frequent insinuations that the nation’s ol-
dest president is not up to the job.

But it probably won’t, given that he does
show some signs of his age.

“President Biden remains a healthy, vig-
orous 78-year-old male, who is fit to suc-
cessfully execute the duties of the presiden-
¢y, to include those as chief executive, head
of state and commander in chief,” conclud-
ed Kevin O’Connor, who has been his pri-
mary care physician for 13 years.

His six-page letter, issued after the Wal-
ter Reed National Medical Center exam on
the day before Biden’s 79th birthday, con-
tained detailed findings including test re-
sults from the president’s first complete
physical in two years. It included an array
of normal test results, listed five well-
known prescription or over-the-counter
medications, and showed no serious under-
lying conditions.

The letter also acknowledged — and ex-
plained — two obvious signs of aging Biden
has displayed in his public appearances:
frequent “throat clearing” and coughing
during public remarks and a stiffness of gait
while walking.

“President Biden experiences occasional
symptoms of gastroesophageal reflux, pri-
marily having to clear his throat more of-
ten,” it said, noting these instances “have
seemingly been more frequent and more
pronounced.”

Detailed exams confirmed that conclu-
sion, O’Connor added, reporting no signs of
“ulcers, cancer or any other serious condi-
tion.” He saw no reason to change treating
him with Pepcid, the over-the-counter acid
blocker.

The report attributed Biden’s stiffened
gait to “severe degenerative osteoarthritic
change,” essentially, spinal arthritis. But it
reported no signs of more serious causes,
like “stroke, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s
or ascending lateral sclerosis.”

Biden has “a mild peripheral neuro-
pathy” in his feet, meaning weakness stem-
ming from nerve damage. But the report
saw no sign of diabetes, a common cause,

CAROLYN KAsTER/AP

President Joe Biden walks to greet
members of the Coast Guard Thursday.

and no reason to change his current combi-
nation of physical therapy and exercise.

The report didn’t deal directly with Bi-
den’s tendency to stumble sometimes over
words in his public statements, which some
political critics have alleged show declining
mental faculties. Biden last year told Axios
on HBO he generally made “mistakes”
while “searching for a second” to find the
words, attributing it to “being tired,” not his
boyhood stuttering.

A recent POLITICO/Morning Consult
poll showed concern about Biden’s physical
and mental health. By a 10-point margin,
those sampled disagreed with a statement
he is “in good health,” and they divided
evenly on whether he is mentally fit.

The report reviewed some conditions for
which Biden had prior treatment, like sea-
sonal allergies and sinus congestion, non-
melanoma sKkin cancers, an irregular heart-
beat, and small, non-cancerous pouches in
his colon. He underwent a colonoscopy this
month, during which the doctors removed a
small, “benign-appearing polyp.” They
noted he has never had colon cancer.

Though Biden shows no tangible signs of
any serious physical or mental illness, the
White House appears to regulate his public
schedule. That was also the case three dec-
ades ago with Ronald Reagan, the country’s
first president in his 70s, especially after an
over-scheduled foreign trip on which he
nodded off while meeting with the pope.

Unless world events or official activities
require his participation, Biden spends
most weekends at his Wilmington, Del.,
home or the presidential Camp David re-
treat in Thurmont, Md., both about an hour
from Washington.

On most days, officials call the “lid” signi-
fying the end of public activities by late af-
ternoon. They carefully limit his interac-
tions with the press, including relatively
few full-scale interviews, limited question-
ing after making some statements and few
full-length news conferences, mostly on in-
ternational trips.

Recently, in a change from recent cus-
tom, Biden did not hold a news conference
after his meeting with Mexico’s president
and Canada’s prime minister.

During the 2020 campaign, the CO-
VID-19 pandemic limited most traditional
campaign barnstorming. Though President
Donald Trump, his Republican opponent,
held many of his signature campaign ral-
lies, concern over the virus meant Biden
spent much of the campaign communicat-
ing with the media and the public from a
studio in his Wilmington home.

That spared him some of the most ardu-
ous aspects of presidential campaigning but
also kept him healthy. Trump contracted
COVID and was briefly hospitalized at Wal-
ter Reed.

Now, with Biden’s job approval declining
and polls showing him running no better
than 50-S0 in a rematch against Trump,
many Democrats consider it unlikely he
will seek a second term in 2024, when he
will be nearing his 82nd birthday. However,
press secretary Jen Psaki told reporters on
Air Force One Monday night Biden plans to
run for re-election. “That’s his intention,”
she said.

Biden has often said he would not have
sought the White House again in 2020 were
it not for the threat he believed Trump’s
presidency posed to the country’s well-be-
ing. He said his purpose was to restore “the
soul of America.”

Probably no other Democrat could have
defeated Trump in 2020. But the political
climate will be very different by 2024, and
the reasons that prompted him to run may
be less relevant.

Whatever happens then, however, his
medical review seems to provide welcome
reassurance that Biden has no health prob-
lems that keep him from doing his job. At
least for now.

Carl P. Leubsdorf is the former Washington bureau chief of the
Dallas Morning News.

Justice for Ahmaud Arbery’s death, at last

Los Angeles Times Editorial Board
hmaud Arbery’s killing in Febru-
ary 2020 sounded at first like a
horrific flashback to an earlier era
in which white men Kkilled Black
men for appearing in places they were nei-
ther expected nor welcome, and then were
coddled instead of arrested and prosecuted
by the local police. It brought to mind the dis-
tant memory of Emmett Till and more recent
one of Trayvon Martin.

It seemed a bit more modern when finally,
more than two months later, amid mounting
public outrage and state pressure, Gregory
McMichael, Travis McMichael and William
“Roddie” Bryan Jr. were arrested in the kill-
ing. The guilty verdicts Wednesday at last
bring the case to a present day in which peo-
ple who engage in such blatant aggression
are held to account, though they aren’t al-
ways.

Arbery was out for a jog when the three
men in two trucks chased him, ostensibly be-
cause they heard rumors of thefts and break-
ins in the neighborhood. The assailants, one
of whom was a former police officer, took it
upon themselves to go after the person they
deemed to be a suspect. They were taking
their places in a long and horrid tradition of
lynching, vigilantism and so-called citizen
policing.

It will be tempting to see the convictions,
justlike the acquittal last week of Kyle Ritten-
house, asa ‘“win” or a “loss” for one side or the
other in the nation’s smoldering debate over
race, politics and justice. That’s a deceptive
lens. No jury can carry the weight of such a
fight.

If they do their jobs properly, jurors de-
cipher the facts that were presented and ren-
der a decision based on the law of the juris-
diction where they serve. The jurors in the

Arbery case appear to have done that. Wheth-
er the laws need changing, and if so, how, are
separate questions.

But there is a victory in this verdict for ra-
cial and criminal justice. Georgia, for its part,
updated its citizens arrestlaws last yearin re-
sponse to the Arbery killing. That’s a win, too,
for professional law enforcement, who recog-
nize that police do ajob that should not be en-
trusted to just anyone with a gun who harbors
suspicions or animus about another person.

That’s a counterpoint in the nation’s na-
tional debate over policing and professional
law enforcement’s use of the special powers
we grant them. Whether those powers should
be curbed remains a subject for discussion,
but the verdicts atleast argue against extend-
ing them to all people, including ex-cops like
Gregory McMichael.

But for now, at least, there is justice for Ar-
bery, at last.
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SCOREBOARD

PRO FOOTBALL COLLEGE BASKETBALL

NFL
American Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 7 4 0 .636 326 182
New England 7 4 0 .636 300 177
Miami 4 7 0 .364 201 269
N.Y. Jets 2 8 0 .200 178 320
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Tennessee 8 3 0 .727 291 254
Indianapolis 6 5 0 .545 309 245
Houston 2 8 0 .200 150 271
Jacksonville 2 8 0 .200 159 262
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 7 3 0 .700 247 230
Cincinnati 6 4 0 .600 268 216
Pittsburgh 5 4 1 .550 214 226
Cleveland 6 5 0 .545 244 251
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 7 4 0 .636 281 250
L.A. Chargers 6 4 0 .600 260 265
Las Vegas 6 5 0 .545 259 295
Denver 5 5 0 .500 200 183
National Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Dallas 7 4 0 .636 326 250
Philadelphia 5 6 0 .455 297 260
Washington 4 6 0 .400 212 267
N.Y. Giants 3 7 0 .300 189 246
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Tampa Bay 7 3 0 .700 309 222
Carolina 5 6 0 .455 226 220
New Orleans 5 6 0 .455 257 249
Atlanta 4 6 0 .400 178 288
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Green Bay 8 3 0 .727 247 214
Minnesota 5 5 0 .500 255 242
Chicago 4 7 0 .364 179 254
Detroit 0 10 1 .045 174 289
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Arizona 9 2 0 .818 310 202
L.A. Rams 7 3 0 .700 271 227
SanFrancisco 5 5 0 .500 246 222
Seattle 3 7 0 .300 194 209
Sunday’s games

Atlanta at Jacksonville
Carolina at Miami

N.Y. Jets at Houston
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati
Tampa Bay at Indianapolis
Tennessee at New England
L.A. Chargers at Denver
L.A. Rams at Green Bay
Minnesota at San Francisco
Cleveland at Baltimore
Open: Kansas City, Arizona

Monday’s game

Seattle at Washington
Thursday’s game

Dallas at New Orleans
Sunday, Dec. 5

Arizona at Chicago

Indianapolis at Houston

L.A. Chargers at Cincinnati

Minnesota at Detroit

N.Y. Giants at Miami

Philadelphia at N.Y. Jets

Tampa Bay at Atlanta

Jacksonville at L.A. Rams

Washington at Las Vegas

Baltimore at Pittsburg

San Francisco at Seattle

Denver at Kansas City .

Open: Cleveland, Tennessee, Carolina,
Green Bay

NFL injury report

NEW YORK — The National Football
League injury report, as provided by the
league (DNP: did not practice; LIMITED:
limited participation; FULL: Full participa-

tion):
MONDAY

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS at WASHINGTON
FOOTBALL TEAM — SEATTLE: OUT: CB Tre
Brown (knee), RB Travis Homer (calf), T Ja-
marco Jones (back), G Damien Lewis (el-
bow), RB Rashaad Penny (hamstring).
LIMITED: RB Alex Collins (abdomen), WR
DK Metcalf (foot), T Brandon Shell (shoul-
der). FULL: LB Jordyn Brooks (hlﬁ), CBD.J.
Reed (knee), QB Geno Smith (back).
WASHINGTON: OUT: T Samuel Cosmi (hip),
CTyler Larsen (knee). DOUBTFUL: TE Ricky
Seals-Jones (hip). QUESTIONABLE: .WR
Adam Humphries (hip), WR Curtis Samuel
(grom) LIMITED: RB Antonio Gibson
(shin), G Brandon Scherff (knee). FULL: TE
John Bates (rib), LB Cole Holcomb (shoul-
der),RB J.D. McKissic (ankle), DE Shaka To-
ney (concussion).

Saturday’s men’s scores

EAST

Army 65, Marist 61

Harvard 77, Northeastern 57
Hofstra 98, Detroit 84

LIU 99, Delaware St. 65
Mass.-Lowell 101, Fisher 38

N. lowa 90, St. Bonaventure 80
Navy 67, Mount St. Mary’s 40
New Hampshire 70, Holy Cross 55
Providence 85, St. Peter’s 71
Rhode Island 94, Georgia St. 59
St. John’s 77, NJIT 68

Temple 75, Delaware 74

UMBC 87, Pittsburgh 77

UMass 85, Rutgers 83

SOUTH

Campbell 60, Stetson 58

Coll. of Charleston 68, Chattanooga 66
Davidson 88, Robert Morris 70

ETSU 92, Lees-Mcrae 74

East Carolina 70, Coppin St. 68
Florida Gulf Coast 90, SE Louisiana 71
Furman 87, SC-Upstate 77
Gardner-Webb 87, W. Carolina 59
High Point 90, Chowan 60

Jackson St. 75, Louisiana-Lafayette 70
Jacksonville 83, CG 54

Jacksonville St. 93, Elon 81

LSU 75, Wake Forest 61

Liberty 73, Md.-Eastern Shore 61
Louisville 63, Maryland 55

Mercer 88, Milligan 49

Middle Tennessee 96, Bryan 48
Mississippi St. 82, Richmond 71

NC A&T 73, St. Francis (NY) 67

NC Central 96, TAS 56

NC State 90, Louisiana Tech 81
Nicholls 87, SW Christian 58
Oklahoma 65, UCF 62

Samford 83, McNeese St. 75
UNC-Greensboro 54, Vermont 51

W. Kentucky 81, UT Martin 66
William & Mary 87, MBU 50

MIDWEST

Ball St. 97, Indiana St. 75

Bradley 71, Maine 39

Cleveland St. 89, Penn St. Behrend 47
Creighton 70, SIU-Edwardsville 65
Green Bay 77, Wis.-Superior 48
lllinois St. 81, Purdue-Northwest 71
Indiana 90, Marshall 79

Marquette 80, N. Illinois 66
Monmouth (NJ) 61, Cincinnati 59

N. Dakota St. 90, Idaho 73
Nebraska 83, South Dakota 70
Valparaiso 106, Trinity (lll.) 69

W. lllinois 79, Miami (Ohio) 67

W. Michigan 93, Fort Wayne 85

SOUTHWEST

Abilene Christian 89, McMurry 54
Montana St. 83, Incarnate Word 64
Texas A&M-CC 88, St. Mary’s (Texas) 73
Texas Tech 89, Lamar 57

FAR WEST

Air Force 59, Idaho St. 48

Arizona 105, Sacramento St. 59

BYU 75, Utah 64

Cal Baptist 85, San Diego Christian 38
Colorado St. 88, N. Colorado 79

E. Washington 76, Washington St. 71
Grand Canyon 59, Pepperdine 56
Loyola Marymount 83, Prairie View 80
Morehead St. 70, UMKC 62

Penn St. 60, Oregon St. 45

Portland 74, SE Missouri 68

Seattle 81, St. Thomas (Minn.) 64

UC Irvine 69, Santa Clara 64

UCLA 73, UNLV 51

Utah St. 80, Texas-Arlington 61

Utah Valley St. 77, Denver 68

Weber St. 87, Dixie St. 70

Winthrop 82, Washington 74

Saturday’s women’s scores

EAST

Arizona St. 58, Fordham 43

Bucknell 64, North Dakota 59

Buffalo 62, James Madison 45
Duquesne 59, Siena 49

George Mason 77, Bowling Green 75, OT
Harvard 82, Boston U. 79

Lehigh 69, Rider 44

Liberty 63, Navy 42
Merrimack 73, Dartmouth 65
Missouri 87, Columbia 80
NJIT 67, St. Peter’s 61

Robert Morris 57, Canisius 43
Temple 68, Villanova 62
Towson 96, Howard 52
Vermont 79, Brown 46

SOUTH

Air Force 54, Norfolk St. 41
Charlotte 82, St. John’s 64
Davidson 61, FAU 58

Delaware 72 Chicago St. 63

FIU 67, E. Mlchlgan 60

Florida 61, George Washington 50
Florida Gulf Coast 73, Saint Louis 65
Georgia 70, Marquette 45

Georgia St. 77, Chattanooga 66
Indiana St. 71, Georgia Southern 67
Jacksonville St. 75, SC State 43
Kentucky 74, La Salle 52

Memphis 73, Penn 68, OT

Michigan 64, Mississippi St. 48
Murray St. 66, Alabama A&M 40
New Mexico 66, Louisiana-Monroe 45
North Carolina 58, Washington 37
North Florida 86, Coll. of Charleston 76
Old Dominion 59, Texas Tech 45
Presbyterian 62, Jacksonville 54
Purdue 66, Florida St. 61

Radford 51, UNC-Wilmington 50
Southern Miss. 72, MVSU 53
Stetson 51, Saint Joseph’s 48
Tennessee 80, Oklahoma St. 55
Tulane 81, Texas A&M-CC 71

UCF 56, Southern Cal 47

UMKC 78, Grambling St. 55
UNC-Pembroke 65, Winthrop 45
Utah St. 73, SE Louisiana 71
Virginia Tech 54, UT Martin 49

Wake Forest 94, UMBC 48

Xavier 73, E. Kentucky 60

MIDWEST

Ark.-Pine Bluff 81, SE Missouri 63
Bellarmine 68, Morehead St. 61
Creighton 79, N. lowa 72

DePaul 91, Vanderbilt 74

Indiana 53, Miami 51

lowa St. 93, Penn St. 59

Kansas 81, UTEP 55

Kansas St. 70, Northwestern St. 36
LSU 66, Missouri St. 58

Middle Tennessee 62, lllinois 52
Ohio St. 86, Cincinnati 50

S. Utah 80, Rio Grande 67

SMU 53, Green Bay 43

South Dakota 72, Pittsburgh 61, OT
Stephen F. Austin 87, Ball St. 66
UMass 72, Kent St. 64

SOUTHWEST

Abilene Christian 66, UALR 61
Arkansas 92, Sam Houston St. 66
Baylor 74, Houston 58

N. Kentucky 63, Cent. Arkansas 59, OT
Oral Roberts 81, Arkansas St. 62
Texas 83, CS Northridge 43

Texas A&M 77, Northwestern 68
Tulsa 69, Austin Peay 61

W. Illinois 58, Tarleton St. 54

FAR WEST

Arizona 80, Rutgers 44

BYU 58, West Virginia 57

Cal St.-Fullerton 68, Pepperdine 63

California Baptist 91 TCU 77

Colorado 59, Louisiana Tech 48

Drake 84, San Francisco 60

Drexel 63, Fresno St. 46

Furman 71, San Diego St. 62

Gonzaga 74, E. lllinois 53

Grand Canyon 63, Houston Baptist 54

Loyola Marymount 51, UC San Diego 44

Mississippi 64, California 45

Montana 80, Nicholls 45

Montana St. 67, Cal Poly 55

NC State 62, Washington St. 34

Nebraska 64, San Diego 56

Nevada 61, Idaho 60

New Mexico St. 66, Tennessee Tech 54

North Texas 81, St. Thomas (MN) 54

Notre Dame 64, Oregon St. 62

S. Dakota St. 76, UCLA 66

Sacramento St. 65, lllinois St. 63

Saint Mary’s (Cal) 68, UC Santa Barbara
45

Santa Clara 67, CS Bakersfield 53

Stanford 86, Maryland 68

Texas-Arlington 75, UNLV 72

Utah 73, Hawaii 57

Utah Valley 62, Portland St. 43

Wisconsin 60, Boise St. 45

Wyoming 81, Denver 51

COLLEGE SOCCER

NCAA men’s division | tournament

Third Round
Saturday’s games
Pittsburgh 4, Hofstra 0
Saint Louis 4, Duke 3
Washington 3, Indiana 2, OT
West Virginia 1 Tulsa 0, 20T
Sunday’s games
Georgetown vs. Providence
Notre Dame vs. Wake Forest
Clemson vs. Kentucky
Oregon State vs. New Hampshire
Quarterfinals
Friday, Dec. 3 or Saturday, Dec. 4
TBD
Semifinals
Friday, Dec. 10
At WakeMed Soccer Park
Cary, N.C.
Quarterfinal winners
Quarterfinal winners
Championship
Sunday, Dec. 12
At WakeMed Soccer Park
Cary, N.C.

Semifinal winners, 2 p.m.
NCAA women’s division |
tournament

Quarterfinals
Friday’s games
Florida St. 1, Michigan 0, OT
Santa Clara 2, Duke 1
Rutgers 2, Arkansas 2, OT, Rutgers ad-
vances on PK’s 4-2
Saturday’s game
BYU 4, South Carolina 1
Semifinals
Friday, Dec. 3
At Stevens Stadium
Santa Clara, Calif.
Florida St. vs. Rutgers
Santa Clara vs. BYU
Championship
Sunday, Dec. 5
At Stevens Stadium
Santa Clara, Calif.
Semifinal winners

Saturday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

BOSTON RED SOX — Signed RHP Michael
Wacha to a one-year contract.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Acquired INF/OF
Adam Frazier from San Diego in exchange
for LHP Ray Kerr and OF Corey Rosier.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Agreed to terms
with INF Wander Franco on an eleven-year

contract.
FOOTBALL
National Football League

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Elevated TE
Thaddeus Moss from the practice squad
to the active roster.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Activated T Jack
Conklin and RB Kareem Hunt from injured
reserve. Elevated DE Porter Gustinand WR
JoJoNatsonfromthe practice squadtothe
active roster. Waived G Hjalte Froholdt
and DE Joe Jackson.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Activated LB La-
’Darius Hamilton from the practice squad

to the active roster as a COVID-19 replace-

ent.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Placed DE Elijah
Campbell on injured reserve. Elevated CB
Javaris Davis and S Sheldrick Redwine
from the practice squad to the active ros-

r.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Activated S
Myles Dorf from the practice squad to the
active roster as a COVID-19 replacement.
EIevaéed DT T.J. Smith from the practice
squal

TENNESSEE TITANS — Activated FBKhari
Blasingame from injured reserve. Placed
WR A.J. Brown on injured reserve. Activa-
ted WR Cody Hollister and CB Breon Bor-
ders from the practice squad to the active
roster as COVID-19 replacements. Elevat-
ed QB Kevin Hogan and DL Kevin Strong
from the practice squad to the active ros-
ter.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer
LA GALAXY — Announced GM Dennis te
Kloese will depart the club to join Dutch
side Feyenoord as its new CEO.

TENNIS

Davis Cup

WORLD GROUP FINALS
Surface: Hard-Indoor
Group Round Robin

Friday’s matches
At OlympiaWorld
Innsbruck, Austria
Serbia 3, Austria 0
Singles
Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, def. Gerald Mel-
zer, Austria, 7-6, 3-6, 7-5.
Novak Djokovic, Servia, def. Dennis No-
vak, Austria, 6-3, 6-2
Doubles
Nikola Cacic and Filip Krajinovic, Servia,
def. Oliver Marach and Philipp Oswald,

Austria, 7-6, 4-6, 6
Madnd Arena
Madnd Spain
Group A
Spain 3, Ecuador 0
Singles
Feliciano Lopez, Spain, def. Roberto Qui-
roz, Ecuador, 6-3, 6-3.
Pablo Carreno Busta, Spain, def. Emilio
Gomez, Ecuador, 7-5, 6-3, 7-6
Doubles
Pablo Carreno Busta and Marcel Gra-
nollers, Spain, def. Gonzalo Escobar and
Diego Hldalgo, Ecuador, 6-4, 6-7,7-6
Pala Alp|tou
Turm, Italy

Group E
Italy 2, United States 1
Singles
Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, def. Reilly Opelka,
United States, 6-3, 7-6.
Jannik Sinner, Italy, def. John Isner, Unit-
ed States, 6-2, 6-0
Doubles
Rajeev Ram and Jack Sock, United
States, def. Fabio Fognini and Lorenzo Mu-
setti, Italy, 7-6, 6-2
Saturday s matches
At OlympiaWorld
Innsbruck, Austria
Group C
Great Britan 2, France 1
Singles
Daniel Evans, Great Britain, def. Adrian
Mannarino, France, 7-5, 6-4.
Cameron Norrie, Great Britain, def. Ar-
thur Rinderknech, France, 6-2, 7-6
Doubles
Nicolas Mahut and Arthur Rinderknech,
France, def. Joe Salisbury and Neal Skup-
ski, Great Britain, 6-1, 6-4
Gro oup F
Germany 2, Serbia 1
Singles
Dominik Koepfer, Germany def. Filip
Krajinovic, Serbia, 7-6, 6-4.
Novak Djokovic, Servia, def. Jan-Len-
nard Struff, Germany, 6-2, 6-4
Doubles
KevinKrawietz and Tim Puetz, Germany,
def. Nikola Cacic and Novak Djokovic, Ser-
bia, 7-6, 3-6, 7-6
At Madrid Arena
Madrid, Spain
Group B
Kazakhstan 2, Sweden 1
Singles
Elias Ymer, Sweden, def. Mikhail Ku-
kushkin, Kazakhstan, 6-3, 7-6.
Alexander Bublik, Kazakhstan, def. Mi-
kael Ymer, Sweden, 3-6, 6-4, 6-0
Doubles

Andrey Golubev and Aleksandr Nedo-
vyesov, Kazakhstan, def. Andre Gorans-
son and Robert Lindstedt, Sweden, 6-3, 6-3

Group A
Russian Tennis Federation, 3, Ecuador 0

Singles
Andrey Rublev, Russian Tennis Federa-
tion, def. Roberto Quiroz, Ecuador, 6-3, 4-6,
6-1

Daniil Medvedev, Russian Tennis Feder-
ation, def. Emilio Gomez, Ecuador, 6-0, 6-2
Doubles

Aslan Karatsev and Andrey Rublev, Rus-
sian Tennis Federation def. Gonzalo Esco-
bar and Diego Hidalgo, Ecuador, 6-4, 4-6,

6-6
At Pala Alpitour
Turin, Italy
Group D
Australia 2, Hungary 1
Singles
Zsombor Piros, Hungary, def. John Mill-
man, Australia, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3.
Alex De Minaur, Australia, def. Marton
Fucsovics, Hungary, 7-5, 6-2, 7-7
Doubles

Alex Bolt and John Peers, Australia, def.
Fabian Marozsan and Zsombor Piros,
Hungary, 6-3, 6- 7(;5 3

up E
Italy 2, Colombia 1
Singles
Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, def. Nicolas Me-
jia, Colombia, 6-7, 6-4, 6-2.
Jannik Sinner, Italy, def. Daniel Elahi Ga-
lan, Colombia, 7-5, 6-0
Doubles
Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert Farah,
Colombia def. Fabio Fognini and Jannik
Sinner, Italy, ,7-6
Sun day s matches
At OlympiaWorld
Innsbruck, Austria
Group C
Great Britain vs. Czech Republic
Group F

Germany vs Austrla
Madrid Arena
Madrld Spain
Group B
Canada vs. Kazakhstan
Group F
Spain vs. Russian Tennis Federation
At Pala Alpitour
Turin, Italy
Croatia vs. Hungary
United States vs. Colombia
Quarterfinals
Monday’s matches
At Pala Alpitour
Turin, Italy
Winner Group D vs. Winner Group E
Tuesday’s matches
At OlympiaWorld
Innsbruck, Austria
Winner Group C vs. Winner Group F
Wednesday’s match
At Madrid Arena
Madrid, Spain
Winner Group B vs. Second Best
Thursday’s match
At Madrid Arena
Madrid, Spain
Winner Group A vs. Second Best 1
Semifinals
Friday, Dec. 3
At Madrid Arena
Madrid, Spain
Semi-Finalist (bottom half) vs. Semi-Fi-
nalist (bottom half
Saturday, Dec 4.
At Madrid Arena
Madrid, Spain
Semi-Finalist (top half) vs. Semi-Finalist
(top half)
Final
Sunday, Dec. 5
At Madrid Arena
Madrid, Spain
Finalist vs. Finalist

PRO SOCCER

MLS playoffs

Conference Semifinals
Eastern Conference
Sunday’s game
No. 3 Nashville vs. No. 7 Philadelphia
Tuesday’s game
No. 1 New England vs. New York City FC
Western Conference
Thursday, Nov. 25
Portland 1, No. 1 Colorado 0
Sunday’s game

No. 3 Sporting Kansas City vs. No. 7 Real
Salt Lake )
Conference Finals
Eastern Conference
Dec. 4-5
Semifinal winners
Western Conference
Dec. 4-5
Semifinal winners
MLS Cup
Saturday, Dec. 11
Conference Champions
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NBA

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
w L Pct GB

Brooklyn 14 6 .700 —
New York 11 9 .550 3
Boston 10 10 .500 4
Philadelphia 10 10 .500 4
Toronto 9 11 .450 5

Southeast Division
w L Pct GB

Miami 13 7 .650 -
Washington 13 7 .650 -
Charlotte 13 9 .591 1
Atlanta 11 10 .524 2Y2
Orlando 4 17 .190 9%

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Chicago 13 8 .619 -
Milwaukee 12 8 .600 %3
Cleveland 10 10 .500 2Y2
Indiana 9 12 .429 4
Detroit 4 15 .211 8

Western Conference

Southwest Division
w L Pct GB

Dallas 10 8 .556 -
Memphis 9 10 .474 1%
San Antonio 5 13 .278 5
New Orleans 5 17 .227 7
Houston 3 16 .158 7%

Northwest Division
w L Pct GB

Utah 13 7 .650 -
Portland 10 10 .500 3
Minnesota 10 10 .500 3
Denver 9 10 474 3%
Oklahoma City 6 13 316 6%
Pacific Division

w L Pct GB
Golden State 17 2 .895 -
Phoenix 17 3 .850 V2
L.A. Clippers 11 8 .579 6
L.A. Lakers 10 11 .476 8
Sacramento 8 12 400 9%

Saturday’s games

Minnesota 121, Philadelphia 120, 20T
New York 99, Atlanta 90

Phoenix 113, Brooklyn 107

Cleveland 105, Orlando 92

Miami 107, Chicago 104

Washington 120, Dallas 114

Houston 146, Charlotte 143, OT

Utah 127, New Orleans 105

Sunday’s games

Golden State at L.A. Clippers
Milwaukee at Indiana
Boston at Toronto
Sacramento at Memphis
Detroit at L.A. Lakers

Monday’s games

Orlando at Philadelphia
Denver at Miami

Charlotte at Chicago
Indiana at Minnesota
Oklahoma City at Houston
Cleveland at Dallas
Washington at San Antonio
Portland at Utah

New Orleans at L.A. Clippers

Tuesday’s games

Memphis at Toronto

New York at Brooklyn
Detroit at Portland
Golden State at Phoenix
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento

Leaders
Through Saturday
Scoring
G FG FTPTSAVG
Durant, BKN 19198111 544 28.6

Curry, GS 18167 79 511 28.4
Antetokounmpo, MIL 19181129 514 27.1

FG Percentage

FG FGA PCT

Gobert, UTA 105 145 724

Allen, CLE 108 155  .697
Rebounds

G OFF DEF TOT AVG
Gobert, UTA 20

58 231 289 144

Jokic, DEN 14 38 152 190 13.6
Assists

G AST AVG

Paul, PHO 20 202 101

Harden, BKN 20 188 9.4

uns extend

Booker scores 30 points
in 113-107 win over Nets

By BrR1AN MAHONEY
Associated Press

NEW YORK — A chance to
match franchise history and take a
spotatop the NBA is waiting for the
Phoenix Suns.

They have loftier aspirations
than those, but want them anyway.

“Obviously, everybody knows
the ultimate goal is to win a cham-
pionship,” Chris Paul said. “But if
you don’t enjoy the small victories
throughout the regular season,
then what the hell are you doing?”

Devin Booker scored 30 points,
Paul had 22 and the Suns extended
their winning streak to 16 games
with a 113-107 victory over the
Brooklyn Nets on Saturday night.

Phoenix impressively over-
whelmed the Eastern Conference
leaders early, never trailing and
leading by as much as 22 while
moving within a victory of match-
ing the longest winning streak in
franchise history.

The Suns will try to do that Tues-
day night at home against the
Golden State Warriors (17-2) in a
matchup of the top twoteamsinthe
NBA.

“I’'mlooking forward toit, man,”
Booker said. “Obviously not a
make it or break-it game, not a
playoff game, but we know it’s go-
ing to be high-energy, two best re-
cords in the NBA. It’s going to a
high-intensity, fun game.”

Phoenix improved to 17-3, its
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win streak

0 16 games
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JEssIE ALCHEH/AP

Brooklyn Nets guard James Harden, left, draws a foul against Phoenix Suns forward Mikal Bridges during
the Suns’ 113-107 victory Saturday in New York.

best record through 20 games
since having the same mark in
2004-05. The Western Conference
champions haven’t lost in a month
since Sacramento dropped themto
1-3.

Paul added eight rebounds and
five assists, becoming the first
player in NBA history to reach
20,000 points, 10,000 assists and
5,000 rebounds.

Mikal Bridges had 13 points and
a career-high seven steals for the
Suns. They won 17 straight games
during the 2006-07 season, and al-
so won 15 in a row earlier that sea-
son.

Kevin Durant had 39 points,
nine rebounds and seven assists
for the Nets. They had their four-
game winning streak snapped.

“For us, handing the ball off in

the first half the way we did, you’re
not going to beat a good team like
that,” Durant said.

James Harden carved out a
sloppy triple-double in the Brook-
lyn’s first game since Thanksgiv-
ing, with 14 assists, 13 rebounds
and 12 points. But he shot 4-for-15
from the field, missing all six
trhee-pointers and committed sev-
en turnovers.

T-wolves spoil return of 76ers’ Embiid with 20T win

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — D’Angelo Russell
scored 35 points and had a decisive steal and
assist in the final seconds of the second over-
time in the Minnesota Timberwolves’ 121-120
victory over Joel Embiid and the Philadelphia
76ers on Saturday night.

Embiid had 42 points and 14 rebounds in his
return to the lineup after missing nine games
because of COVID-19 protocols. Philadelphia
lost seven of those games without the four-
time All-Star and has now dropped eight of 10.

“I really thought I wasn’t going to make it,”
Embiid said. “It was that bad. So, I'm just
thankful to be sitting here. I'm just glad I got
over it.”

Tobias Harris returned from a two-game
absence due to a hip injury to add 17 points
and nine rebounds for the 76ers.

“It’s good to have Embiid back,” he said.
“We missed him for sure.”

Knicks 99, Hawks 90: Alec Burks scored
23 points, Evan Fournier added 20 and visiting
New York snapped Atlanta’s seven-game win-
ning streak.

Burks, starting with Kemba Walker and
Derrick Rose nursing injuries, hit three of his
four threes and scored 15 points in the third
quarter.

Rockets 146, Hornets 143 (OT): Christian

MaTT SLocum/AP

The Minnesota Timberwolves’ Karl-Anthony
Towns, right, tries to get past the
Philadelphia 76ers’ Joel Embiid during the
Timberwolves’ 121-120 double-overtime win
on Saturday in Philadelphia.

Wood scored a career-high 33 points and had
16 rebounds to help host Houston beat Char-
lotte.

The Rockets have won two straight after los-
ing 15 in a row.

Heat 107, Bulls 104: Kyle Lowry scored 19
points and Jimmy Butler added 18 to help
Miami win at Chicago.

Gabe Vincent made four three-pointers and

had 20 off the bench for the Heat, and Bam
Adebayo added nine points, six assists, and
seven rebounds.

Cavaliers 105, Magic 92: Darius Garland
scored a season-high 26 points, rookie Evan
Mobley had 13 points in his return from a
sprained right elbow and host Cleveland beat
Orlando.

Mobley missed four games after getting en-
tangled with Boston’s Enes Kanter on Nov. 15.
He had nine rebounds, three assists and four
blocked shots, helping the Cavs end their long-
est losing streak of the season at five.

Jazz 127, Pelicans 105: Donovan Mitchell
had 21 points, seven rebounds and seven as-
sists to help host Utah beat New Orleans.

A night after falling 98-97 to the Pelicans,
the Jazz never trailed after the opening min-
ute and shot 56% percent from the floor over-
all. The Jazz made a season-high 20 trhee-
pointers, shooting S57% from three-point
range.

Wizards 120, Mavericks 114: Bradley Beal
scored 26 points, Kyle Kuzma had 10 of his 22
in the fourth quarter and Kentavious Cald-
well-Pope scored the clinching four points in
the closing seconds in Washington’s victory at
Dallas.

Luka Doncic had 33 points and 10 rebounds
for the Mavericks.
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Kraken deny Panthers win recor

Associated Press

SUNRISE, Fla.— Chris Driedger
was the winning goalie when Flor-
ida’s home-ice winning streak start-
ed last season.

The streak ended Saturday—and
Driedger was the winning goalie
again.

Driedger made 33 saves against
his former team, helping the Seattle
Kraken defeat the Panthers 4-1 on
Saturday night to deny Florida what
would have been a record-setting
12th consecutive home win to start
the season.

“Honestly, it was a bit of a chal-
lenge trying to just keep my head in
the game,” Driedgersaid. “And, you
know, it’s so familiar being in this
barn. Just seeing those guys on the
otherside oftheiceisabit different.”

Jordan Eberle scored twice in his
800th game, Ryan Donato and Ja-
mie Oleksiak added goals and Joo-
nas Donskoi had two assists for Seat-
tle, which was facing the Panthers
for the first time.

Patric Hornqvist had the goal for
Florida, and Spencer Knight stop-
ped 23 shots for the Panthers.

Florida was bidding to become
the first team in NHL history to start
a season 12-0-0 at home; the Pan-
thers will have to share the record of
11 straight home-ice victories to
open a season with Chicago, which
had such a start in 1963-64.

“Weallknow what was at stake to-
night, but it’s behind us now,” Pan-
thers forward Owen Tippett said.

It was also Florida’s first home-
ice regular-season loss since last
season. The Panthers had won 15
consecutive games at home since
last April, excluding playoffs, aspan
that included two coaches, two are-
nanames.

And there was some irony that
Driedger — who was picked up by
Seattle in the expansion draft, after
Florida left him unprotected — was
the goalie who came out of the visit-
ing dressing room to get the streak-
snapping win.

“We won start to finish tonight

and we really needed to do that, es-
pecially in this building against this
team,” Kraken coach Dave Hakstol
said. “They hadn’t lost in this build-
ing yet this year, so it was a good 60-
minute performance for us.”

Red Wings3, Sabres 2 (OT): Lu-
cas Raymond scored 26 seconds in-
toovertime togive host Detroita win
over Buffalo.

Dylan Larkin and Filip Hronek
assisted on Raymond’s goal, which
came shortly after the Sabres forced
the extra session with a goal late in
the third period.

Pius Suter and Carter Rowney
scored in regulation for the Red
Wings. Dylan Cozens and Jeff Skin-
ner scored for Buffalo. Dustin To-
karski made 38 saves.

Oilers 3, Golden Knights 2: Mik-
ko Koskinen stopped 36 shots and
earned his 11th victory in visiting
Edmonton’s win over Vegas.

Koskinen’s win total is tied for the
NHL’s best this season. Ryan Nu-
gent-Hopkins, Zach Hyman and
Jesse Puljujarvi scored for the Oil-
ers.

Chandler Stephenson and Reilly
Smith scored for the Golden
Knights Robin Lehner made 27
saves.

Kings 4, Senators 2: Carl Grund-
strom scored twice as host Los An-
geles snapped a five-game losing
streak by beating Ottawa.

Viktor Arvidsson had a power-
play goal and Arthur Kaliyev also
scored for the Kings.

Connor Brown and Michael Del
Zotto scored for the Senators, who
lost their fifth straight game. Ottawa
is1-7-1ontheroad,includingfive de-
feats in regulation in a row.

Jets 4, Flames 2: Kyle Connor
scored twice, including the game-
winner with five minutes left, as
Winnipeg snapped a five-game skid
with a comeback win at Calgary.

Paul Stastny and Andrew Copp
also scored for the Jets.

Matthew Tkachuk and Elias
Lindholm scored for the Flames,
who lost in regulation for the first

Jim RassoL/AP

Kraken goaltender Chris Driedger makes a glove save against the
Panthers during the first period on Saturday. Seattle halted Florida’s
home winning streak one short of the season-opening record.

time in eight games.

Canadiens 6, Penguins 3: Josh
Anderson scored two empty-net
goals and visiting Montreal scored
five timesin the third period toend a
seven-game road drought with a
win over Pittsburgh.

Tyler Toffoli also scored into an
empty net, and Christian Dvorak
and Artturi Lehkonen added goals
in the final 20 minutes for the Cana-
diens.

Sidney Crosby had a goal and had
two assists for the Penguins, who
saw their five-game winning streak
end.

Casey DeSmith stopped 27 shots
in just his fourth start of the season.
Hehadn’tplayed since Nov.13 at Ot-
tawa.

Montreal’s only other road victo-
ry this season came Oct. 28 at San
Jose.

Blues 6, Blue Jackets 3: Pavel
Buchnevich and Ivan Barbashev
each scored twice and host St. Louis
beat Columbus.

Justin Faulk and Jordan Kyrou

also scored as the Blueswon for the
third time in 10 games.

Adam Boqvist scored twice and
Boone Jenner also had a goal for the
Blue Jackets, who had their three-
game winning streak halted.

Stars 3, Coyotes 2: Roope Hintz
scored his seventh goal in eight
games and visiting Dallas extended
its winning streak to four games in
beating Arizona.

Jacob Peterson and Jason Ro-
bertson also scored for the Stars,
who have won six of seven. Joe Pa-
velski had two assists. Braden Holt-
by had 25 saves for Dallas.

Antoine Roussel and Travis Boyd
scored for the Coyotes.

Avalanche 6, Predators 2: Mikko
Rantanen had a hat trick and an as-
sist, Bo Byram scored in his return
tothelineup, and host Coloradobeat
Nashville.

ValeriNichushkin and Tyson Jost
also scored for the Avalanche. Cale
Makar had three assists, but his
goal-scoring streak ended at five
games

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Florida 21 14 4 3 31 77 56
Toronto 2215 6 1 31 61 48
TampaBay 19 12 4 3 27 62 52
Detroit 22 10 9 3 23 61 71
Boston 17 10 7 0 20 53 49
Buffalo 21 810 3 19 60 70
Montreal 23 615 2 14 54 83
Ottawa 19 414 1 9 46 73

Metropolitan Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Carolina 19 15 3 1 31 64 39

Washington 21 13 3 5 31 74 50
N.Y.Rangers 20 13 4 3 29 60 54
Columbus 1912 7 0 24 67 59
Pittsburgh 2110 7 4 24 62 59
NewlJersey 18 8 6 4 20 52 56
Philadelphia 19 8 7 4 20 47 56
N.Y.Islanders 17 5 10 2 12 32 52

Western Conference
Central Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Minnesota 20 13 6 1 27 74 62

St. Louis 2111 7 3 25 71 59
Winnipeg 2110 7 4 24 62 62
Colorado 1811 6 1 23 73 56
Nashville 2111 9 1 23 58 63
Dallas 19 10 7 2 22 53 55
Chicago 20 711 2 16 45 65
Arizona 21 415 2 10 39 77

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Edmonton 20 15 5 0 30 77 59
Calgary 21 12 4 5 29 72 44
Anaheim 2111 7 3 25 69 56
Vegas 2112 9 0 24 66 64
San Jose 20 10 9 1 21 53 58
Los Angeles 20 9 8 3 21 53 54
Seattle 21 713 1 15 58 73
Vancouver 21 6 13 2 14 49 70

Saturday’s games

Seattle 4, Florida 1
Detroit 3, Buffalo 2, OT
Edmonton 3, Vegas 2
Los Angeles 4, Ottawa 2
Montreal 6, Pittsburgh 3
St. Louis 6, Columbus 3
Dallas 3, Arizona 2
Colorado 6, Nashville 2
Winnipeg 4, Calgary 2

Sunday’s games

Washington at Carolina

Tampa Bay at Minnesota

N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers, ppd
Philadelphia at New Jersey

San Jose at Chicago

Vancouver at Boston

Toronto at Anaheim

Monday’s games

Seattle at Buffalo
Arizona at Winnipeg
Vancouver at Montreal
Pittsburgh at Calgary

Tuesday’s games

Detroit at Boston

N.Y. Islanders at Philadelphia, ppd
San Jose at New Jersey
Washington at Florida

Arizona at Minnesota

Columbus at Nashville

Tampa Bay at St. Louis

Carolina at Dallas

Anaheim at Los Angeles

2 Islanders games postponed amid COVID-19 outbreak

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

The NHL has postponed two more games
for coronavirus-related reasons, making it
five so far this season.

Upcoming New York Islanders games
Sunday at the Rangers and Tuesday at the
Philadelphia Flyers were postponed after
additional members of the team went into
the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol on Saturday.

General manager Lou Lamoriello said
forward Casey Cizikas became the latest
player to test positive. The Islanders would
have had as many as eight players unavail-
able.

The league said the possibility of addi-
tional spread contributed to the Islanders’
games through at least Tuesday being

called off for now. Cizikas joined captain
Anders Lee, fellow forwards Ross Johnston
and Kieffer Bellows and defensemen Zdeno
Chara, Adam Pelech and Andy Greene in
protocol, and winger Josh Bailey only re-
cently resumed skating after being quaran-
tined.

Lamoriello said as recently as Wednes-
day that none of the players who were posi-
tive for the virus had tested negative to
clear the way to return. It would take three
consecutive days of negative tests to reopen
team training facilities and resume play.
The entire Islanders team is vaccinated
against COVID-19.

While Lamoriello said Saturday he had
not asked the league office for postpone-
ments, the absences and a long-term injury

to defenseman Ryan Pulock were making
things very difficult for New York. The
short-handed Islanders fell 1-0 to the Pitts-
burgh Penguins at home Friday night, their
eighth consecutive loss.

“We're kind of piecemealing it,” coach
Barry Trotz said afterward. “The young
guys who have come in, they’re doing what
they can. ... They're doing the job that they
can. There's no one not trying right now.”

The NHL postponed three Ottawa Sen-
ators games in mid-November because of
that team’s virus outbreak. One of those
games, at the New Jersey Devils, has been
rescheduled for Dec. 6.

Ottawa is 0-3-0 since resuming play and
put goaltender Matt Murray on waivers Sat-
urday. Murray allowed four goals on 27

shots in a loss Wednesday, his only start
since being activated off the COVID-19 list.

When the NHL agreed to participate in
the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing, the
league and the NHL Players' Association
added the caveat that they could withdraw
based on pandemic conditions. It would
take a significant amount of postponements
to trigger the NHL/NHLPA withdrawal for
a material disruption to the season that
would require the 2%2-week Olympic break
in February to make up games.

The league and players have until Jan. 10
to pull out without financial penalty. Cana-
da named Claude Julien coach for two in-
ternational tournaments in December as
part of a potential plan B staff if the NHL
does not participate in the Olympics.
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Early 14-0 run fuels
UCLA win over UNLV

By AbpAaM SOBOLESKI
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — The UCLA
Bruins had three days off in Las
Vegas to think about how they
were going to rebound from losing
to No. 1 Gonzaga by 20 points.

No. 2 UCLA wasted no time on
Saturday, scoring 14 unanswered
points early in the first half to beat
UNLV 73-51.

“We had a lot to think about af-
ter our last game,” said Jules Ber-
nard, who led the Bruins with 18
points and had two blocks, four as-
sists and four rebounds. “We had a
day off and went right back to
practice. That pace we put into
practice is what he put into the
game.”

UCLA (6-1) shot 47% from the
field and from three-point range.
Tyger Campbell had 15 points and
Johnny Juzang and Jaime Jaquez
each added 12 points each.

“I'm really happy with our ef-
fort and our attitude,” Bruins
coach Mike Cronin said. “I told
them, I really don’t care about
wins and losses, it’s about effort
and attitude. I told them we have
to do whatever we have to do to
win atough road game and it starts
with defense.”

Bryce Hamilton led UNLV (4-3)
with 15 points, while Donovan Wil-
liams added 12 points. The Rebels
struggled, finishing at 30%.

“We gotinahole and took alot of
three-point shots,” said UNLV
coach Kevin Kruger, whose team
went 22% (6 of 27) from three-
point range. “I think a lot of the
shots were right there. There were
a lot of drives where we were one
(pass) away from finding a better
shot. I don’t want to think the sky is
falling, it is UCLA.”

The Bruins outrebounded the
Rebels 47-27 for the game.

“We really worked on rebound-
ing in practice,” Bernard said.
“When the shot goes up, crashing
the boards. What we did in prac-
tice is really a reflection of what
happened today.”

UNLV scored the first two
points of the game, but the Bruins
went on a 14-0 run and never
trailed again. The Rebels cut the
lead to 22-19 before UCLA led 37-
22 at halftime.

UNLV was down by 9 points
with 14:43 left in the second half,
but the Bruins countered with a
12-0 run and grew the lead to as
many as 22.

“I told them at halftime, ‘When
you’re on the road, teams play
with pride, they are going to play
you with pressure,” Cronin said.
“We came out ready in the second
half. UNLV is a team that is fast
and athletic.”

Big Picture
UCLA: This was the finale of a

three-game Las Vegas stay. The
Bruins are now 7-0 against UNLYV;,

Scoreboard

Top 25 Fared

Saturday

No. 1 Gonzaga (6-1) did not play. Next:
Tarleton St., Monday.

No. 2 UCLA (6-1) beat UNLV 73-51. Next:
vs. Colorado, Wednesday.

No. 3 Purdue (6-0) did not play. Next: vs.
Florida St., Tuesday.

No. 4 Kansas (4-1) did not play. Next: vs.
lona, Sunday.

No. 5 Duke (7-0) did not play. Next: at
Ohio St., Tuesday.

No. 6 Baylor (7-0) did not play. Next: vs.
Ark.-Pine Bluff, Saturday, Dec. 4.

No. 7V|Ilanova(3 2) did not play. Next: at
La Salle, Sunday.

No. 8 Texas (4-1) did not play. Next: Sam
Houston St., Monday

No. 9Memph|s(5 1)d|d notplay. Next: at
Georgia, Wednesday.

No. 10 Alabama (5-1) did not play. Next:
vs. Miami, Sunday.

No. 10 Kentucky (5-1) did not play. Next:
vs. Central Michigan, Monday.

No. 12 Houston (5-1) did not play. Next:
Northwestern St., Tuesday.

No. 13 Arkansas (5-0) did not play. Next:
vs. Penn, Sunday.

No. 14 lllinois (4-2) did not play. Next: vs.
Notre Dame, Monday.

No. 15 Tennessee (4-1) did not play.
Next: vs. Presbyterian, Tuesday.

No. 16 St. Bonaventure (5-1) lost to N. lo-
wa 90-80. Next: vs Coppin St., Wednesday.

No. 17 Arizona (6-0) beat Sacramento St.
105-59. Next: vs. Washington, Thursday.

No. 18 BYU (6-0) beat Utah 75-64. Next: vs
Utah Valley, Wednesday.

No.19 Auburn (5-1) did not play. Next: vs.
UCF, Wednesday.

No. 20 Mlchlgan (4-2) did not play. Next:
at North Carolina, Wednesday.

No. 21 Seton Hall (4-1) did not play. vs.
Bethune-Cookman, Sunday.

No.22 UConn (6-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Md.-Eastern Shore, Tuesday.

No. 23 Florida (5-0) did not play. Next: vs.
Troy, Sunday. .

No. 24 Southern Cal (6-0) did not play.
Next: vs. Utah, Wednesday.

No. 25 Xavier (5-1) did not play. Next: vs.
vs. Cent. Michigan, Wednesday.

they beat the Rebels in Los An-
geles two years ago by 17 points.
The Bruins start Pac-12 confer-
ence play in their next two games
before four more non-conference
contests.

UNLYV: The Rebels faced their
biggest test of the seasonin UCLA,
but they’d already played two oth-
er Power S conference teams —
losing to No. 20 Michigan, but
beating California. The Rebels
next leave town for the first time
this season, traveling to SMU and
then San Francisco.

Army 65, Marist 61: Jalen
Rucker had 24 points as the host
Black Knights held on to beat the
Red Foxes.

Josh Caldwell had six assists for
Army (4-2). Charlie Peterson add-
ed seven rebounds. Aaron Duhart
had six rebounds.

Jao Ituka had 12 points for Ma-
rist (2-3).

Navy 67, Mount St. Mary’s 40:
John Carter Jr. posted 18 points as
the visiting Mids easily beat the
Mountaineers 67-40 on Saturday.

Greg Summers had 11 points
and eight rebounds for Navy (5-2),
which earned its fourth consecu-
tive victory. Sean Yoder added 10
points.

Malik Jefferson had nine points
and nine rebounds for Mount St.
Mary’s (2-5). Nana Opoku added
three blocks.

Jalen Benjamin, who led the
Mountaineers in scoring coming
into the contest with 14 points per
game, was held to six points on 1-
for-10 shooting.

ButcH DiLL/AP

Alabama quarterback Bryce Young tries to get a pass away before being tacked by Auburn defensive end
T.D. Moultry during the second half on Saturday in Auburn, Ala.

Alabama survives 4 0Ts;
Baylor, lowa get title shots

Associated Press

AUBURN, Ala. — Pushed to the
limit, Alabama delivered plays to
celebrate in a stadium that has
produced a few devastating loss-
es. The result was another unfor-
gettable Iron Bowl.

John Metchie caught a scoring
pass from Bryce Young in the
fourth overtime to give No. 3 Ala-
bama a 24-22 comeback victory
over rival Auburn on Saturday,
rescuing the Crimson Tide’s na-
tional title hopes.

It was the first overtime in the
Iron Bowl.

“Wow, what a game,”
coach Nick Saban said.

Freshman Kool-Aid McKinstry
tipped away T.J. Finley’s pass in
the final OT and Young hit Metch-
ie just as he did in the previous
one.

Alabama (11-1, 7-1 Southeastern
Conference, No. 3 CFP) moves on
to face No. 1 Georgia in the league
championship game with its Col-
lege Football Playoff hopes on the
line. The Tigers (6-6, 3-S) dropped
their fourth straight game after
smothering Young and the Tide’s
prolific offense most of the way.

“After halftime, it just seemed
like everybody was all in and we
were fighting like I've never seen
us fight all year long,” Saban said.
“Our players were as happy as
I've ever seen them after the
game.”

Young capped a 97-yard drive
with a 28-yard touchdown to
freshman Ja’Corey Brooks — his
fourth catch and first touchdown
this season — with 24 seconds left
in regulation.

Young converted a fourth-and-7
to Jahleel Billingsley, followed by

Tide

two incompletions under pressure
for an offense that had been held
in check for 59 minutes.

“Itwas crazy. It was crazy,” said
Young, who passed for 317 yards
and two touchdowns with an inter-
ception. “When you’re playing in
the Iron Bowl, what else are you
supposed to expect? Throughout
all the ups and downs, even that
last drive, I have so much faith in
my guys. My confidence never
wavered.”

There were times when it easily
could have against an Tigers de-
fense that was yielding little.

“There was a lot of fight from
our team,” first-year Auburn
coach Bryan Harsin said. “I'm
proud of our guys. I told them I
was proud of their fight. ... Our
guys played hard and put our-
selves in a position to win the
game. We just came up short.”

Big 12

Blake Shapen threw for 254
yards and two touchdowns in his
first start for No. 9 Baylor, and the
host Bears held off Texas Tech 27-
24 — and got into the Big 12 title
game when Oklahoma State beat
Oklahoma.

Abram Smith ran for 117 yards
and a touchdown for Baylor (10-2,
7-2 Big 12, CFP No. 8). It will face
the Cowboys in the championship
game.

Big Ten

Tanner Morgan overcame an
interception that was returned for
a first-half touchdown, leading
host Minnesota on three scoring
drives after halftime to surge past
Wisconsin, take back Paul Bu-
nyan’s Axe and give Iowa the Big
Ten West Division title Saturday

with a 23-13 upset.

Iowa did its part by winning at
Nebraska 28-21. Spencer Petras
had a 2-yard touchdown run with
2:58 left to give his team its first
lead and the visiting Hawkeyes
came back from a 15-point deficit
in the third quarter.

Iowa won the border battle for
the seventh straight year, but not
before Jermari Harris intercept-
ed Logan Smothers’ pass at the
Hawkeyes 2 with 43 seconds to
play. Iowa (10-2, 7-2) will head to
the conference championship
game next week in Indianapolis.

ACC

Sam Hartman threw three
touchdown passes and ran for a
score to help No. 21 Wake Forest
beat Boston College, 41-10, for a
spot in the Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence championship game.

The Demon Deacons (10-2, 7-1)
will attempt to claim their first
league title since 2006 when they
face No. 20 Pittsburgh on Dec. 4.

Academies

Army and Navy both won their
final game before their annual
showdown on Dec. 11.

Jakobi Buchanan ran for three
touchdowns and Christian Ander-
son threw for a score and the vis-
iting Black Knights beat Liberty
31-16.

Isaac Ruoss ran for two touch-
down, Chance Warren had two TD
catches and the visiting Mids de-
feated Temple 38-14.

Navy (3-8, 3-S American Athlet-
ic Conference) threw just 12 pas-
ses for 72 yards but had touch-
down tosses from both Tai Lavatai
and Xavier Arline. The Mids
rolled up 219 yards on the ground.
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Tony DiNG/AP

Michigan running back Hassan Haskins celebrates a touchdown in the fourth quarter of Saturday’s 42-27 victory over Ohio State.

Coach: Wolverines finally get best of Buckeyes

FROM PAGE 24

Rouge tomorrow without penalty. Their re-
cords since 2018: Orgeron, 36-14; Fisher, 34-14.

The Wolverines decided not to jump on the
coaching carousel and trusted Harbaugh,
though not so much that it didn’t redo his con-
tract to make getting rid of him more afforda-
ble if this season didn’t pan out.

With a new defensive staff and more confi-
dent and established offensive coordinator
(Josh Gattis), Harbaugh delivered a team that
perfectly matches his vision, with echoes of his
greatest successes at Stanford and in the NFL
with the 49ers.

Michigan’s offense is a modernized version
of ground-and-pound, supported by a defense
that features two elite edge rushers in Aidan
Hutchinson and David Ojabo.

Harbaugh returned to college football as its
most fascinating coach, confident and quirky
with all kinds of hype.

His failures against Ohio State turned into
him into a punchline and easy target for critics:
“This is your savior, Wolverines?’

But if you are what your record says you are,
Harbaugh is now 89-44 as a major college head
coach and 44-19-1 as an NFL coach with a Su-
per Bowl appearance.

One win over the Buckeyes doesn’t make
Harbaugh a genius. Five losses against them
didn’t make him a dummy, though it was fair to
ask if he was making Michigan all it can be.

This might turn out to be a blip in the rivalry.
Ryan Day, who inherited this Ohio State jug-
gernaut from Urban Meyer, is still assembling
one of the two or three most talented teams in
the country every season.

But for a day the Wolverines and Harbaugh
got the best of the Buckeyes, and the coach who
opposing fans love to hate had once again be-
come college football’s most interesting man.

“There’s definitely stuff that people said that
spurred us on even more. Sure,” Harbaugh
said and then added a not-so-subtle shot to-
ward Day. “Sometimes people that’re standing
on third base think they hit a triple, but they
didn’t.”

Heisman Moment/Bad Decision

A minute and a halfto go and 97 yards to cov-
er. Down a touchdown in college football’s
fiercest rivalry.

Alabama’s Bryce Young put together a tying
drive against Auburn that will seal a place for
him in Iron Bowl history.

Young’s 28-yard touchdown pass to fresh-
man Ja’Corey Brooks was a thing of beauty,
just inside the front pylon. It was a Heisman
moment that got the third-ranked Crimson
Tide into overtime after it had struggled to pro-
tect the talented quarterback.

“Throughout all the ups and downs, even
that last drive, I have so much faith in my
guys,” Young said. “My confidence never wa-
vered.”

At that point it seemed inevitable Alabama
would win, facing Tigers offense with a hob-
bled backup quarterback in T.J. Finley.

After Alabama scored a TD on its opening
possession, Auburn matched it — and had a
chance to win the game with a 2-point conver-
sion.

The Crimson Tide had outgained the Tigers
more than 2-to-1 and, despite its issues, was
clearly the better team and the team best
equipped to keep scoring in overtime.

Still, Auburn coach Bryan Harsin chose to
kick the tying extra point, instead of going for
two and the win in a spot where Alabama’s of-
fense could not respond.

If you’re the underdog try-
ing to spring an upset, this is
how you do it. The more you
play, the better your chance
of being exposed by the more
talented team.

The Tide and Tigers ex-
changed field goals in OT
round two and then went to
the two-point conversion shootout where Ala-
bama won it in the bottom of the fourth.

Harsin’s decision was egregious and he, too,
earned himself a spot in Iron Bowl lore for all
the wrong reasons.

Harsin

VasHA Hunt/AP

Alabama running back Trey Sanders hurdles
Auburn cornerback Roger McCreary during
the second half, Saturday, in Auburn, Ala.

Favorites Foiled

Ohio State’s four-year run as Big Ten cham-
pion is over. So is Oklahoma’s six-year streak
of Big 12 titles and Clemson’s six-year run atop
the ACC.

Instead, Michigan, No. 17 Iowa, Oklahoma
State, No. 9 Baylor, No. 20 Pitt and No. 21 Wake
Forest will play for conference titles. Only Io-
wa was ranked in the preseason.

If the favorites win out next week the likely
CFP final four would be: Georgia (12-0 ), Mi-
chigan (11-1), Cincinnati (12-0) and Oklahoma
State (11-1), with Notre Dame (11-1) and maybe
Alabama (11-1) if it can keep it really close
against the Bulldogs in the hunt.

Scoreboard

Saturday’s scores

EAST

Houston 45, Uconn 17

Maryland 40, Rutgers 16

Navy 38, Temple 14

Pittsburgh 31, Syracuse 14

W. Kentucky 53, Marshall 21
Wake Forest 41, Boston College 10

SOUTH

Alabama 24, Auburn 22, 40T
Appalachian St. 27, Georgia Southern 3
Army 31, Liberty 16

Clemson 30, South Carolina 0

Florida 24, Florida St. 21

Georgia 45, Georgia Tech 0

Georgia St. 37, Troy 10

Grambling St. 29, Southern U. 26
Kentucky 52, Louisville 21

LSU 27, Texas A&M 24
Louisiana-Lafayette 21, Louisiana-Mon-

roe 16

Memphis 33, Tulane 28

Miami 47, Duke 10

Middle Tennessee 27, FAU 17
Old Dominion 56, Charlotte 34
Southern Miss. 37, FIU 17
Tennessee 45, Vanderbilt 21
Virginia Tech 29, Virginia 24

MIDWEST

lllinois 47, Northwestern 14
Kent St. 48, Miami (Ohio) 47
Michigan 42, Ohio St. 27
Michigan St. 30, Penn St. 27
Minnesota 23, Wisconsin 13
Purdue 44, Indiana 7
Toledo 49, Akron 14

West Virginia 34, Kansas 28

SOUTHWEST

Baylor 27, Texas Tech 24

MVSU 24, Prairie View 19
North Texas 45, UTSA 23
Oklahoma St. 37, Oklahoma 33
Rice 35, Louisiana Tech 31
Texas State 24, Arkansas St. 22
Tulsa 34, SMU 31

FAR WEST

Arizona St. 38, Arizona 15
BYU 35, Southern Cal 31
Hawaii 38, Wyoming 14
Nevada 52, Colorado St. 10
New Mexico St. 44, Umass 27
Notre Dame 45, Stanford 14
Oregon 38, Oregon St. 29
UCLA 42, California 14

FCS playoffs

First round
Saturday’s games

Incarnate Word 35, Stephen F. Austin 28,
oT

Kennesaw St. 48, Davidson 21
Holy Cross 13, Sacred Heart 10
South Dakota St. 56, UC Davis 24
E. Washington 19, N. lowa 9
UT-Martin 32, Missouri St. 31

S. lllinois 22, South Dakota 10
SE Louisiana 38, Florida A&M 14

Second round
Dec. 4

Incarnate Word at Sam Houston
UT-Martin at Montana St.

S. lllinois at North Dakota St.
Kennesaw St. at ETSU

Holy Cross at Villanova

South Dakota St. at Sacramento St.
E. Washington at Montana

SE Louisiana at James Madison

NCAA Division Il playoffs

Second round
Saturda’s games

Kutztown 10, New Haven 7
Shepherd 38, Notre Dame (Ohio) 34
Valdosta St. 66, West Georgia 35
Bowie St. 13, Newberry 10

Ferris St. 54, Grand Valley St. 20
NW Missouri St. 28, Harding 9
Colorado Mines 55, Bemidji St. 6
Angelo St. 20, Nebraska-Kearney 7

Quarterfinals
Dec. 4

Angelo St. vs. Colorado Mines
NW Missouri St. vs. Ferris St.
Shepherd vs. Kutztown
Bowie St. vs. Valdosta St.

NCAA Division Il playoffs

Second round
Saturday’s games

Linfield 31, Saint John’s (Minn.) 28
Mary Hardin-Baylor 42, Birmingham

Wis.-Whitwater 45, DePauw 0
Central (lowa) 30, Wheaton (lll.) 28
North Central 34, Wis.-LaCrosse 20
Rensselaer 21, SUNY-Cortland 14
Mount Union 45, Johns Hopkins 33
Muhlenberg 14, Delaware Valley 0

Quarterfinals
Dec. 4

Mary Hardin-Baylor vs. Linfield
Muhlenberg vs. Mount Union
Rensselaer vs. North Central
Central (lowa) vs. Wis.-Whitewater
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Michigan wide receiver A.J. Henning pulls away from Ohio State linebacker Steele Chambers during the
Wolverines’ 42-27 win Saturday in Ann Arbor, Mich., which ended an 8-game losing streak in the series.

Eight was enough: Michigan
ends skid, beats Ohio State

No. 6 Wolverines give Harbaugh his first victory as a coach over No. 2 Buckeyes

By LARRY LAGE
Associated Press

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Jim Harbaugh got the win
he wanted perhaps as desperately as any coach in
sports.

Hassan Haskins matched a school record with five
rushing touchdowns and Aidan Hutchinson had three
sacks to break a single-season program mark, helping
No. 6 Michigan finally beat No. 2 Ohio State 42-27 Sat-
urday to give Harbaugh his first win as a coach against
the Buckeyes.

“It feels like the best one,” Harbaugh said.

The Wolverines clinched the Big Ten East and will
play in the conference title game next week with play-
off hopes in hand after snapping an eight-game losing
streak to the Buckeyes.

“It feels like the beginning,” Harbaugh said.

Michigan (11-1, 8-1 Big Ten, No. S CFP) advanced to
the conference championship for the first time. The
Wolverines now have a chance to win a Big Ten title
for the first time since 2004 and a national champion-
ship for the first time since 1997.

Harbaugh hasbeen dissed and dismissed as acoach
long on hype and short on substance over his first six
seasons with his alma mater, but he earned a win that
should quiet at least most of his critics.

“I'msohappy to be a part of his first win, and to have
a top-five game at home,” Hutchinson said. “He was
just so happy.”

Minutes after the game, long-suffering fans filled
the Big House turf to celebrate a rare win in the sto-
ried series and they were in no rush to leave as music
blared.

“Watching the snow fall and the crowd rush onto the
field was truly a surreal moment,” said Wolverines
quarterback Cade McNamara, who was 13-for-19 for
159 yards with an interception.

Ohio State had a school-record winning streak in the
rivalry, taking 15 of 16 to turn The Game into its game.

The Buckeyes (10-2, 8-1) blew their chances to con-
tinue their dominance with 10 penalties, many before
the snap, and because they simply could not stop Mi-

CARLOs Osorio / AP
Michigan defensive back Vincent Gray, right, breaks

up a pass intended for Ohio State wide receiver
Chris Olave.

chigan’s running game.

“I feel awful,” Ohio State coach Ryan Day said. “I
just got done talking to the team, and when you work
this game 365 days out of the year and you come up
short, it’s a failure. It hurts. It hurts a lot.”

Harbaugh clearly had his team ready to beat the
Buckeyes.

After Harbaugh’s pay was slashed in his new deal
last winter in part because of his lack of success
against Ohio State, he reshaped his coaching staff
again and renamed a running-heavy period of prac-
tice the “Beat Ohio,” drill for to add another layer of
focus on the rivalry.

It seemed to work.

Haskins had 169 yards rushing on 28 carries, scor-
ing a go-ahead touchdown late in the second half and
four more after halftime to pad the Wolverines’ lead.

Blake Corum returned from a two-plus game ab-
sence to run six times for 87 yards, helping Michigan
gain atotal of 297 yards on a ground against arival that
has pushed them around for much of this century.

Sanders carries

By CLIFF BRUNT
Associated Press

STILLWATER, Okla. — OKklaho-
ma State finally broke through
against its greatest nemesis.

Spencer Sanders threw for a
touchdown and ran for another and
No. 7 Oklahoma State beat No. 10
Oklahoma 37-33 on Saturday night
to keep alive its College Football
Playoff chances and stop the Soon-
ers’ streak of Big 12 titles at six.

The Cowboys (11-1, 8-1, No. 7
CFP) snapped a six-game losing
streak to the Sooners. Oklahoma
State will play No. 9 Baylor next
Saturday for the Big 12 champion-
ship. The Cowboys have a shot at
their first Big 12 title since 2011.

“I told them we couldn’t be more
proud of them for what they’ve ac-
complished,” Oklahoma State
coach Mike Gundy said. “That’s
the good news. Next thing is, we
need them all back here tomorrow
afternoon. We're in a one-week
playoff again.”

Oklahoma (10-2, 7-2,No. 10 CFP)
got the ball one last time at its 20-
yard line with 54 seconds remain-
ing and no timeouts. Caleb Wil-
liams scrambled and ran S6 yards
to put the Sooners in scoring range.

“I wasn’t sure we were going to
be able to catch him and get him
down,” Gundy said. “I’ve seen him
dothat on TV two, three, four times
this year. Nobody ever catches
him. He scores.”

The Cowboys’ Collin Oliver
sacked Williams on fourth down at
the Oklahoma State 32 with eight
seconds remaining, setting off a
wild celebration. Fans clad in or-
ange and black poured onto the
field to celebrate Gundy’s third
win in 17 tries against the Sooners.
Songs such as “Friends in Low
Places” by Garth Brooks and “All I
Do Is Win” by DJ Khaled blared

# No. 7 Cowboys by
. No. 10 Sooners

over the sound system.

It wasn’t easy for the Cowboys.
Though Oklahoma State entered
the game ranked second nationally
in scoring defense and third in total
defense, Williams threw three
touchdown passes in the first half.

Cowboys linebacker Malcolm
Rodriguez, who finished with 11
tackles and two sacks, said the
team remained confident after the
shaky start. Williams connected on
just 6 of 18 passes for 48 yards in
the second half.

“We knew we’re the best de-
fense, so we just knew we’ve just
got to go out there and punch and
just keep fighting, man,” Rodri-
guez said. “Just do our thing, relax
and just be us.”

Oklahoma State already had
clinched a spot in the Big 12 title
game, but the stakes remained
high. With Baylor’s victory over
Texas Tech earlier Saturday, Okla-
homa needed a win to reach the
conference championship game.
The Cowboys took advantage of the
opportunity to eliminate their ri-
val.

For the Sooners, the loss provid-
ed perspective.

“I think for everybody, what this
does is it makes you appreciate it,”
Oklahoma coach Lincoln Riley
said. “What this program’s been
able to do here over the last seven
years is pretty amazing, and it
makes you appreciate how hard
winning is, how hard winning
championships are, how hard win-
ning against good football teams on
the road — how hard that is.”

The game turned when the Soon-
ers’ Eric Gray muffed a punt and
Oklahoma State recovered at the
Oklahoma S. Jaylen Warren then
punched it in from the 1 to give Ok-
lahoma State a 37-33 lead with 8:54
remaining.

IaN MauLE/AP

Oklahoma State safety Jason Taylor Il, right, tackles Oklahoma tight
end Jeremiah Hall during the Cowboys’ 37-33 win Saturday in

Stillwater, Okla.



Pace 24

S 3RRER{EIRE N

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Monday, November 29, 2021

SPORTS

Suns streak to 16

Booker scores 30 in victory
over Nets » NBA, Page 19
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Harbaugh, No. 6 Michigan break through with win over No. 2 Ohio State

By RavLpH D. Russo
Associated Press

im Harbaugh has always been a good coach.

Now he’s a good coach who has finally beaten
Ohio State.

No. 6 Michigan vanquished the Buckeyes on
Saturday, ending a losing streak that has de-

fined the program and its coach.

Later Saturday, No. 7 Oklahoma State and coach Mike
Gundy similarly flipped their rivalry with Oklahoma,
snapping a six-game losing streak in Bedlam behind a te-
nacious effort in the second-half by the Cowboys’ de-
fense.

In Ann Arbor, the Wolverines were tougher and smart-
er, bludgeoning and confusing the Buckeyes with a well-
schemed and well-blocked running game and getting af-
ter the No. 1 offense in the country with maybe the best
pass-rushing combo in college football.

“It feels like the beginning,” Harbaugh said after he

Michigan head coach Jim Harbaugh looks around as
fans rush the field after the Wolverines’ 42-27 victory
over No. 2 Ohio State in Ann Arbor, Mich., on Saturday.

Tony DiNG/AP

“It feels like the beginning,”

Jim Harbaugh
Michigan coach, after beating rival Ohio State
for the first time as coach of the Wolverines

improved to 1-S against Ohio State.

A year ago, it seemed like the end for Harbaugh at his
alma mater.

Michigan was terrible during last season’s abbreviated
Big Ten schedule, going 2-4 and not even getting a chance
to play Ohio State because of a COVID-19 outbreak before

The Game.

Harbaugh was 49-22 through six seasons at that point,
with no victories in the rivalry that mattered most. He had
unquestionably made the Wolverines better since taking
over in 2015, but Ohio State had soared to another level
and left Harbaugh and Michigan behind.

Afterlast season, athletic director Warde Manuel faced
a choice: Stick with Harbaugh, a demonstrably good
coach, or dive into the market and hope to find someone
better.

Patience is at an all-time low in major college football.
See LSU and Florida for examples.

Speaking of LSU, the Tigers’ fired coach, Ed Orgeron,
beat Texas A&M and LSU’s desired coach, Jimbo Fisher,
27-24 on Saturday.

Orgeron is getting $16.8 million to go away. Fisher has a
10-year guaranteed contract and could leave for Baton

SEE COACH ON PAGE 22
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