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Kadena High School

Kubasaki High School

“We have endured through the hardships of a traditional high 
school experience and a not so traditional life of being overseas. 

Beyond that, we have persevered through the challenges that came 
with the pandemic, whether it was the transition into and out of online 
school or the limited opportunities due to social distancing. Without 
our parents, our teachers, our administrators, and every individual 
who has impacted the way we live, we would not be in this position 
today to graduate.”

-Mayann Rivera, 
Kadena High School Senior Class President



MAY 26 − JUNE 8, 2022STRIPES OKINAWA 2 A SALUTE TO THE CLASS OF  2022

Anderson, Morgan
Archie, Jayla

Arismendez, Brandon
Bailey, Maria

Balthrop, Madison
Barrow, Donovan

Bartolome, Hero Zander
Belcher, Sarah
Bention, Kalia

Betancourt, Vanessa
Boateng, Vanessa
Boerigter, Wyatt
Bone, Johnnie

Brown, Ian
Buysman, Joan

Camacho, Kaleb Francisco
Campbell, Brandon

Campos, Orion
Cassell, Keon

Castaneda, Amaris
Chaffins, Samantha
Chambers, Sincere

Chapman, Kurt
Chapman, Quintin

Cintron, Jayden
Clarke, Winston
Clarkson, Tyler
Conley, Chaz

Conroy, Samantha
Corrado, Sara

Cortez, Arquea
Crose, Hunter

Crudup, Morgan
Culver, Skyler
Cupp, Alena

Desma, Lukeomen
Enriquez, Yvonne

Field, Emma
Fitzgerald, Andrew
Fontanilla, Miguel
Fountain, McKena

Fowler, Trent
Frye, Thomas

Funkhouser, Nathan
Garcia, Rico

Garcia, Sarina
Gatewood, Jordan

Gertz, Olivia
Ginivan, Kayleigh

Gorman, Rose
Green, Christopher

Gunter, Lana
Hagewood, Chazaiah

Hartwell, Airi
Hathcock, Sunni
Heyliger, Alicia
Horvath, Brynn
Hyche, Autumn
Ingle, Isabella

Jennings, Kailah

Jones, Kai
Jones, Melanie
Jordan, Claire
Kirby, Ethan

Klapmeyer, Katie
Knopf, Thomas

Korkowski, James
Kwiatek, Olivia

La Force, Makaela
Lares, Damian

Lewis, Jeremiah
Lowery, Christa
Lubben, Jamilah
Luckey, David

Mangali, Eunice
Martin, Ryuku

Matthews, Ha’ani Tori
McClay, Sean

McCord, Cullen
McCormick, Vyctoria

McGhee, Jonathon
McLaird, Liam
Meah, Peyton

Medlin, Morgan
Mercado-Matos, Janiel
Merriwether, Kaylee

Mijares, Enrique
Milline, Jayden

Montanez, Jadine Abigail
Mosley, Kayla

Navarro, Donovan Jay
Nixon, Parker

O’Connor, Troy
Ogden, Blaine

Oglesbee, Cuilen
Okubo, Grace
Olivas, Alyssa

Ordonez, Cameron Tomas
Ortiz, Kyla

O’Steen, Randy
Patsel, Misty
Poelma, Mika
Pollard, Raven
Porter, Chase

Powell, Lyonne
Price, Aisha
Price, Kaia

Renquist, Joe
Richards, Jenny

Richardson, William
Rivera, Mayann Kristen

Romero, Mario
Ross, Ali

Saavedra, Justin
Sakai, Mason

San Nicolas, Aubriann Nicole
Santos, Anthony

Sato-Marsh, Mirai
Sato-Marsh, Mizuki

Selco, Sara

Sessions, Jake
Settles, Jalin

Sheehan, Seira
Simms, Trinity
Smith, Ashley

Smith, Braedon
Smith, Trey

Smithee, Xavier
Soriano, Melanie
Spencer, Cooper

St. Laurent, Takara
Suarez, Lucas

Summers, Dakota
Summerson, Kayla
Tantiongco, Justine

Tate, Alyssa
Thomas, Tyler Jade

Thueson, Emma
Toole, Aiden

Trang, Audrey Chau
Tull, MyLein

Vargas, Miguel
Williams, Langston
Williams, Malana
Williams, Malea
Wright, James

Wright, Kyleigh
Young, Chandler

Young, Emma

Kadena High School
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A sincere thanks to everyone!

We have endured through the hardships of a traditional high school experience and a not so 
traditional life of being overseas. Beyond that, we have persevered through the challenges that 
came with the pandemic, whether it was the transition into and out of online school or the limited 

opportunities due to social distancing. Without our parents, our teachers, our administrators, and every 
individual who has impacted the way we live, we would not be in this position today to graduate.

Thank you to all our loved ones, the Kadena High School community, and the military family for 
supporting us. Parents, all the times you have shown up to sports events and spent your time for the teams 
have been much appreciated. Teachers who have encouraged us to pursue our passions and have adapted 
to the newest technologies to accommodate us, thank you. To all the staff members that have fought for 
our pep rallies, homecomings, the PAC-East event, our prom, etc., we will always cherish the memories 
we have made. 

Thank you Principal Kwiatek for all the times you joined our senior meetings to negotiate graduation 
plans, and for working with the USO and local groups to help support our senior events. The first indoor 
pep rally back since COVID began was one to remember. We appreciate all the efforts of our assistant 
principals, Dr. Hayes and Mr. Bragg for motivating us to keep pushing through the year. 

A special thank you to our senior sponsors, Mrs. Faltz Stanley, Mrs. George, and Mrs. Ringgold for 
being by our side to make events happen in the ways we wanted. Mrs. Faltz Stanley has been with us since 
COVID first hit and has sacrificed so much of her personal time for the sake of our class. She has gone out 
of her way to make sure we got what we wanted to the best of her abilities and taken on other roles besides 
the senior class. She helped plan homecoming, our Torii beach event, and helped us plan the best graduation 
despite restrictions. She is not only an exceptional teacher, but one of the kindest mentors to our students. 
We are eternally grateful for all you have done to make graduation happen, and get events back to normal. 

Thank you to our counselor, Mrs. Alcazar, for guiding us through the past four years, whether it was 
a personal matter or an academic one. She is a counselor who not only does administrative work to get 
our transcripts, applications, standardized testing, etc., but she also is there to be a shoulder to cry on for 
students and a relatable mother to all the parents. She has always looked out for our desires and wanted us 
to have fun, while maintaining a reputable image. She taught us life lessons and how we can look forward 
into the future whether we were going off to college, joining the military, trade school, or were still unsure 
of what to do. We could not have asked for a better counselor, thank you again!

Thank you seniors for your perseverance, your growth, and forming our class. Despite all the struggles 
we have endured, the mistakes we have made, our successes, we are beyond proud of how far you all have 
come as individuals. Everyone has made an impact on one another, and your presence today is what we are 
all grateful for. We came, we survived, and we conquered because of all your help!

- Mayann Rivera, Class President 
Kadena High School Class of 2022

Principal Kris Kwiatek twins with senior 
James Korkowski during Spirit Week.

KDHS senior Jeremiah Lewis celebrates 

with coach Sergio Mendoza after winning 

the final game of the season. 

Will Richardson enjoys an early morning 
donut during the Senior Sunrise event, 
which was held in September.

Varsity 

cheerleader 

Ashley Smith 

shows her 

Panther Pride 

at a home 

football game.

Morgan Anderson and Migel Pabon wave 

to the crowd after being announced 

Homecoming Queen and King.  Despite the 

fact that Homecoming was held in the parking 

lot due to COVID protocols, the students still 

danced the night away with friends.
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Seniors channel their inner children as they play on the ship at Torii Beach 

during the senior field trip.

Members of the KDHS Class of 2022 proudly enter the pep rally with their class banner.

Cuilen Oglesbee speeds to the front of the pack during 

a home cross country meet.  Oglesbee placed first in 

every meet during the 2021 season.

Members of the KDHS girls varsity basketball team 
celebrate their senior status after their final home game.

There are many benefits to being a third-culture kid. Firstly, they’re highly 
adaptive to their surroundings. For example, if the parent(s) has a job 

that requires them to move every two years, their children move schools and 
make new friends every two years too. If parents and schools teach them 
to have a healthy closure when moving, they are less likely to feel anxious 
about starting new. With that, they can pick the tools needed to adapt to their 
surroundings. Furthermore, they can also easily relate to people with diverse 
backgrounds, be it people with different races, ethnicity, religion, or even 
perspectives.  

-Alondra Pena, KBHS Senior

Fear… something everyone has, but 
everyone reacts differently to it. Some 

individuals get scared and break down and 
hope it somehow goes away. Others prepare 
and ensure that it cannot happen or minimize 
the effects of the fear. I find it a waste of time to 
break down, some magically flying pony isn’t 
going to come solve my problems so I must 
take matters into my own hands. I honestly 
don’t really care if I succeed or fail because 
they are side projects. Do I fear failing? No, 
because if I do it’s a fault of my own and I 
should be able to foresee anything that could 
possibly hinder my long term plans. Things 
that pop up from thin air can be handled at 
that exact moment, you can’t waste all your 
time preparing for every scenario because then 
you’ll never be able to succeed.

-Dante Hasty-Chestnut, KBHS Senior

Kadena High School

Alexa Smith, Caleyjaden Croft, Emily Nakoneizy, Brynn Murray, Natalia Sanchez and Principal 
Mr. Strait enjoying the Senior Breakfast event at the Foster Pool.

Kaitlyn Dunn paints the traditional Senior Hill behind the 

Kubasaki building.

Kubasaki High School
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Lyonne Powell spreads some peace during the senior picnic at Torii Beach.

Airi Hartwell, Jalin Settles and Kayla Summerson show their excitement as they 

enter the Homecoming pep rally.

MyLein Tull and Emmilia Field pose for a quick photo before the Homecoming pep rally, which 
was held outdoors this year.Kadena High seniors take part in a competitive game of Red Light, Green Light during the senior picnic.

Graduating high school has been a long time goal 
for me, the thought of finally being able to put 

all your time into something that you’re actually 
passionate about has always been appealing to me. 
As it probably would be for any student not only 
at Kubasaki but throughout the world. One thing 
that I personally hope for as a member of the 2022 
class is that the skills and the experience I acquired 
throughout high school is put to the test and proven 
to be useful in real world situations. 

-Reuben Kight, KBHS senior

Growing up in a military family is challenging, 
while it may not be as hard as it is for the 

parent or adult who’s in the service, it’s still hard for 
us kids. We move about every 3 years and we lose 
friends when we move or when they move. Keeping 
in touch is a struggle, the relationship usually doesn’t 
remain intact. It’s even harder being farther away 
from family members. Ever since COVID, it’s been 
hard to travel to see families during the holidays to 
see them and hold them and feel the joy and laughter 
being a whole family. 

-Raymon Arana, KBHS senior

Kadena High School

Alexa Smith, Caleyjaden Croft, Emily Nakoneizy, Brynn Murray, Natalia Sanchez and Principal 
Mr. Strait enjoying the Senior Breakfast event at the Foster Pool.

Kubasaki High School

Levi Soto brings the ball up during a home game.

Kubasaki High School seniors show Dragon Spirit at their 

last pep rally.
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Aguirre, Nicholaz
Alvarado, Alyssa
Ambrose, Dakota
Arana, Raymon

Armstrong, Sierra
Broomes, Taja

Camacho, Erick
Carrillo, Isaiah

Chandler, Eldon
Chua, Lyanna

Colling, Nicole
Corbett, MaryEileen

Croft, Caleyjaden
Cruz, Alejandro

Donato, Teriane Jude
Donato, Traciane Jude

Dragon, Jericho
Dudley, Allen

Dunn, Kaitlyn
Espinoza, Emily

Estoesta, Julianna
Fluke, Samantha

Fowler, Ian
Gallagher, Kai
Garcia, Jake

Garnett, Torance
Gatch, Shaylee

Genovese, Bianca
Gonzaga, Renelyn Joy

Gordon, Ashton
Graichen, Jacob
Graydon, Robert
Harpuder, Ethan

Hasty-Chestnut, Dante
Heinrich, Janelle
Heinrich, Zaria

Hicks, Jake
Huff, Chett

Humphry, Aidan
Imperial, Euries

Inge, Mya
Jones, Canaan
Kight, Reuben

Koroma, Jasmine
Kozerski, Kaylee

Legros, Vinh
Leopold, Patrick

Loor, Bianca
Lundberg, Stephen

Magloire, McAnthony
Maldonado, Jayden
Martinez, Zachary

Matuszak, Kala
Mendoza, Ashkii

Mendoza, Mateo
Merrill, Isabell
Mettke, Kyte

Morris, Joseph
Murray, Brynn

Nakonieczny, Emily
Nomiyama, Elijah

Oboza, Lillian
Passage, Payton
Pena, Alondra
Peralta, David
Pilgreen, Seth

Revay, Brandon
Rivas, Rosalyn
Rivera, Naolani

Rodriguez Del Toro, Amelie
Rodriguez, Manuel

Roper, Elizabeth

Sanchez, Natalia
Schoonover, Austin

Shaver, Aiden
Shiroma, Haruto

Smith, Alexa
Smith, John
Soto, Levi

Swanson, Michelle
Tenywa, Jonathan

Thibert, Micah
Thompson, Cayli

Um, Ryan
Waite, Shayn

Wallace, Anthony
Ward, Brandon

Washington, Timothy
Wheelock, Alexia

Wray, Violah

Kubasaki High School
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Payton Passage and Brynn Murray at Kubasaki’s Fall Pep Rally 

showing their school spirit.

Michelle Swanson at the Kubasaki 
Winter Formal Dance.

The average military kid 
can usually withstand new 

introductions. Many times, this 
makes many people consider us as 
adventurous, brave, and/or mature: 
So, being a senior who is about to 
live life bigger than myself, and 
possibly starting completely alone, 
is honestly frightening and a little 
exciting. Nonetheless, exploring the 
genuine thoughts as a military child, 
who is a senior, might give some 
insight, empathy, or just some other 
thoughts.

-Isabell Merrill, 
Kubasaki High School

Thank you

The Great Class of 2022 hails from everywhere one can imagine. 
It is because of this great attribute that our class has an 
unrivaled character, a truly unique mix in personality because 

of the various people within our class. This has led to some of our 
school’s greatest success over the years, most recently of which is the 
winning of several Pacific East Championships across Japan. There 
have also been smaller, more personal victories, for our Kubasaki 
Dragons. In fact, too many to be included in here. But, their victories 
aren’t just our classes’ victories, they’re our parents and teachers and 
coaches and friends and mentors, and communities’ victories as well. 
These well-meaning adults and peers have done so much for so many 
of us. It’s only fitting that the letter from the class should include our 
sincerest gratitude to the people who have been with us and helped 
us the most. A well-known, but favorite African proverb states that it 
takes a village to raise a child. As we come to the closing epoch of our 
teenagedom, we know this proverb to be true. The countless hours our 
parents, mentors, and teachers have poured into us are uncountable. 
We thank them for all that they have done and continue to do for us 
as we make our way to the real world. The values and ethics these 
people have taught us will guide us as much as a compass guides true 
to the north. 

Regardless of where the class of 2022 will be in the future, our 
class will be at the forefront of science, engineering, warfighting, 
and technology. That much can be assured. The dedication and 
commitment our class has demonstrated throughout the years has 
prepared us to be successful in college, career, and life. 

-Kubasaki High School’s Class of 2022

Kyte Mettke takes 
a break from 
conducting the 
Kubi Pep Band at 
Kubasaki’s Fall 
Pep Rally.

Ashkii Mendoza shows his Dragon Fire.

Being a military brat can be very 
beneficial. The military world 

will help you develop skills others 
don’t and you will be more prepared 
for the real world as it changes your 
life when it’s ready, not when you 
are, so that’s why it’s always good 
to be one step ahead.  

-Erick Camacho, KBHS senior

Growing up in a military family is amazing. 
Yes, there are the bad times, but there are 

also amazing times and amazing things you can 
get out of being a military child. It is truly is a 
great experience and has set me up for the rest 
of my life.. 

-Seth Pilgreen, KBHS senior
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