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MONS, Belgium — Some 200

World War II military vehicles

rolled through the streets of this

southwestern Belgian city on Sun-

day, marking 80 years since U.S.

soldiers helped free it from Nazi

occupation. 

The annual Tanks in Town

event honored the Americans and

Belgian resistance fighters who

liberated the city on Sept. 3, 1944,

while emphasizing the value of

standing together against aggres-

sion, a reminder that felt particu-

larly relevant to some attendees

amid Russia’s ongoing war in Uk-

raine.

Vintage tanks, jeeps and ar-

mored cars proceeded through

villages and locations around

Mons for several hours in the

morning, retracing the route tak-

en by the Army’s 3rd Armored Di-

vision as it advanced from the

French border into Mons eight

decades ago.

Upon entering the city, the

procession took over the historic

central square, the Grand Place, 

PHOTOS BY PHILLIP WALTER WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes

Reenactors participate in the annual Tanks in Town event in Mons, Belgium, on Sunday, to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the city’s
liberation from Nazi occupation during World War II.

Saying thanks with tanks
80 years after liberation, Belgian city honors US WWII troops with parade

BY PHILLIP WALTER

WELLMAN

Stars and Stripes 

Lt. John Jacinto, left, and Capt. Clayton Vermeesch help fasten an
American flag onto a Bradley Fighting Vehicle ahead of the Tanks in
Town parade in Mons, Belgium. SEE THANKS ON PAGE 6

U.S. military spouses may soon

be searching for apartments and

the best place for pierogis in Poz-

nan, home of the first permanent

American base in Poland.

The Pentagon has now ap-

proved accompanied, 24-month

tours for service members as-

signed to Camp Kosciuszko. The

new travel regulation allows mil-

itary dependents 18 years and ol-

der to join service members with

orders to the base in west-central

Poland. 

“When you walk out our main

gate, you’re in the heart of a

500,000-person city,” said Marcus

Fichtl, a spokesman for U.S. Army

Garrison Poland.

Soldiers on solo permanent or-

ders will continue to serve one-

year tours. Civilians on two-year

assignments at Poznan were au-

thorized in December to bring

adult dependents. The first family

members arrived in the spring,

Fichtl said.

The two-year tour policy went

into effect Aug. 19, Fichtl said Fri-

day. It doesn’t affect units based in

the United States that arrive on

nine-month rotational deploy-

ments, the Army said.

“Bringing permanently sta-

tioned soldiers with their families

to Poland is a significant mile-

stone as we continue to build our

Army home on NATO’s eastern

flank,” Col. Jesse Chace, U.S. Ar-

my Garrison Poland commander,

said in a statement Thursday.

Spouses and adult children ac-

companying soldiers can expect to

live in the city. Housing for per-

sonnel on permanent orders is off

base and the military housing al-

lowance is “more than adequate

for top-quality housing in the 

Adult family
members OK
to join 2-year
Poland tour

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN

Stars and Stripes 

SEE POLAND ON PAGE 7
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The average rate on a 30-year

mortgage eased for the second

week in a row and remains at its

lowest level in more than a year,

good news for prospective home-

buyers facing home prices near

all-time highs. 

The rate fell to 6.35% from

6.46% last week, mortgage buyer

Freddie Mac said Thursday. A

year ago, the rate averaged 7.18%.

The last time the average rate

was this low was May 11, 2023. 

Borrowing costs on 15-year

fixed-rate mortgages, popular

with homeowners seeking to refi-

nance their home loan to a lower

rate, also eased last week. The av-

erage rate fell to 5.51% from 5.62%

last week. A year ago, it averaged

6.55%, Freddie Mac said.

“Mortgage rates fell again this

week due to expectations of a Fed

rate cut,” said Sam Khater, Fred-

die Mac’s chief economist. “Rates

are expected to continue their de-

cline, and while potential home-

buyers are watching closely, a re-

bound in purchase activity re-

mains elusive until we see further

declines.”

Signs of waning inflation and a

cooling job market have raised ex-

pectations the Federal Reserve

will cut its benchmark interest

rate for the first time in four years.

Mortgage rates are influenced

by several factors, including how

the bond market reacts to the cen-

tral bank’s interest rate policy de-

cisions. That can move the trajec-

tory of the 10-year Treasury yield,

which lenders use as a guide to

pricing home loans.

Average mortgage rate lowest in more than a year
Associated Press
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Military rates

Euro costs (Sept. 2) $1.08
British pound (Sept. 2) $1.29
Japanese yen (Sept. 2) 141.00
South Korean won (Sept. 2) 1300.00

Commercial rates

Bahrain (Dinar) 0.3768
Britain (Pound) 1.3121
Canada (Dollar) 1.3486
China (Yuan) 7.0917
Denmark (Krone) 6.7493
Egypt (Pound) 48.6204
Euro 0.9049
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.7982
Hungary (Forint) 355.49
Israel (Shekel) 3.6279
Japan (Yen) 146.10
Kuwait (Dinar) 0.3056

Norway (Krone) 10.6217

Philippines (Peso) 56.26
Poland (Zloty) 3.87
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7527
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3054
South Korea (Won) 1337.79

Switzerland (Franc) 0.8504
Thailand (Baht) 34.09
Turkey (NewLira) 34.0762

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country of issuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates are interbank rates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

INTEREST RATES

Prime rate 8.50
Interest Rates Discount rate 6.00
Federal funds market rate 5.33
3-month bill 5.11
30-year bond 4.20

EXCHANGE RATES

WIN A 
PLAYSTATION 5

Show us your Stripes! Send in a picture reading your favorite 
Stripes publication and be entered to win a PS5!

For of昀椀cial contest rules visit  
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to submit your photo or 
visit www.stripes.com/show.
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SUWON, South Korea — Thou-

sands of U.S. and South Korean

troops have concluded an annual

large-scale exercise the two allies

describe as defensive drills, and

North Korea claims destabilizes

the region.

Around 19,000 South Korean

troops were involved in the 11-day

Ulchi Freedom Shield exercise on

land, air, sea and in cyberspace to

demonstrate “the alliance’s com-

bined capabilities and enhanced

interoperability across all levels

of command,” U.S. Forces Korea

said in a news release Thursday.

The military uses interoperabil-

ity to describe the ability of one na-

tion’s military to use another’s

training methods and equipment.

Photos released by USFK dur-

ing the exercise revealed U.S. and

South Korean troops drilling in

Kunsan and Osan air bases and

the Rodriguez Live Fire Complex

in Pocheon, about 16 miles south

of the border with North Korea.

Ulchi Freedom Shield is one of

two large-scale, joint military ex-

ercises held annually in South Ko-

rea. The other, Freedom Shield,

occurs in March. 

North Korea condemned Ulchi

Freedom Shield on its first day,

Aug. 19, as offensive in nature and

the instigation of crisis on the Ko-

rean Peninsula, the state-run Ko-

rean Central News Agency report-

ed that day. 

This year, the exercise ad-

dressed threats from North Ko-

rea’s missiles, GPS jamming and

cyberattacks. More than 200 U.S.

and South Korean military air-

craft made about 2,000 sorties in

five days, according to the South’s

Ministry of National Defense.

South Korean military reserv-

ists, and U.S. federal and South

Korean civil agencies also partici-

pated with counterterrorism drills

in urban areas, according to the

ministry.

In a first, representatives of

South Korea’s National Intelli-

gence Service and a host of other

Seoul-based government agencies

and USFK gathered Aug. 20 to

confer on measures to deter North

Korean disinformation cam-

paigns. The conference addressed

“gray zone provocations” from the

North, such as fake government

messages and manipulated vid-

eos, the ministry said.

Another U.S.-South Korean

joint exercise got underway dur-

ing Ulchi Freedom Shield. The 13-

day Ssangyong exercise began

Aug. 26 and focuses on maritime

drills along the eastern coast. 

During the exercise, over 40

U.S. and South Korean aircraft, 40

amphibious assault vehicles and

40 ships will be practicing am-

phibious skills over, near and on

South Korean beachheads, Indo-

Pacific Command said in a news

release Aug. 26.

Last year’s Ssangyong involved

2,500 U.S. Marines and sailors and

3,000 troops from South Korea.

During Ulchi Freedom Shield,

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un

oversaw several weapons tests,

according to KCNA. 

Kim on Tuesday supervised the

test-firing of a 240 mm rocket

launcher outfitted with an upgrad-

ed guidance system. Earlier, he

oversaw tests of domestically pro-

duced military drones, one of

which appeared to strike an ar-

mored vehicle resembling South

Korea’s K-2 Black Panther tank,

KCNA reported.

US, S. Korea drills undeterred by North
BY DAVID CHOI

Stars and Stripes 

JONATHAN CLUTTER/U.S. Army 

Soldiers assigned to the 65th Medical Brigade prepare to transport a simulated casualty during an Ulchi
Freedom Shield drill in Pocheon, South Korea, on Aug. 26.

TAIPEI, Taiwan — China and

the Philippines accused each oth-

er of causing a collision between

their two vessels Saturday in the

latest flareup of tensions over dis-

puted waters and maritime fea-

tures in the South China Sea. 

In a statement posted on social

media, Chinese coast guard

spokesperson Liu Dejun was quot-

ed as saying that a Philippine ship

maneuvered and “deliberately

collided” with a Chinese coast

guard ship “in an unprofessional

and dangerous manner.” 

Philippine officials in Manila

said it was their coast guard ship,

the BRP Teresa Magbanua, that

was rammed thrice by the Chi-

nese coast guard without any

provocation, causing damage to

the Philippine vessel. 

It was the second confrontation

in days near Sabina Shoal, about

85 miles west of the Philippine

province of Palawan, in the inter-

nationally recognized exclusive

economic zone of the Philippines. 

The Philippine ship, the Magba-

nua, has been anchored in Sabina

since mid-April after Manila sus-

pected that China may construct a

structure to seize the uninhabited

atoll. 

China harbored the same suspi-

cions and recently filed a diplo-

matic protest against the Philip-

pines due to the ship’s prolonged

presence at the shoal.

Commodore Jay Tarriela of the

Philippine coast guard said in a

news briefing in Manila that the

Magbanua had dropped its anchor

again and would not withdraw

from Sabina Shoal “despite the ha-

rassment, bullying activities and

escalatory action of the Chinese

coast guard.”

Video released by the Philip-

pine coast guard appeared to show

the Magbanua being rammed by a

Chinese coast guard ship.

The United States condemned

“the multiple dangerous viola-

tions of international law by the

PRC (People’s Republic of China),

including today’s intentional ram-

ming of the BRP Teresa Magba-

nua while it was conducting lawful

operations within the Philippines’

Exclusive Economic Zone.” 

“We stand with the Philippines

in upholding international law,”

U.S. Ambassador to Manila Mary-

Kay Carlson said in a statement

she posted on X.

Chinese, Philippine vessels collide
at disputed atoll and trade blame

BY CHRISTOPHER BODEEN

Associated Press 

PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD/AP 

A Chinese Coast Guard ship, right, collides with Philippine Coast
Guard vessel BRP Teresa Magbanua near the Sabina Shoal at the
disputed South China Sea on Saturday.

TOKYO — Japan lodged a for-

mal protest via China’s embassy

against what it called an incursion

by a Chinese survey ship into its

territorial waters Saturday, the

Japanese foreign ministry said.

The ministry expressed “strong

concern” after the ship was spot-

ted near Kagoshima Prefecture,

southwestern Japan, early in the

morning.

The Chinese ship, confirmed in

territorial waters at 6 a.m. local

time, left shortly before 8 a.m., ac-

cording to Japan’s Defense Minis-

try, adding it was monitored by a

Japanese military vessel and

plane. 

Recently, China’s increasingly

assertive activity around Japa-

nese waters and airspace has

caused unease among Japanese

defense officials, also concerned

about the growing military coop-

eration between the Chinese and

Russian air forces. 

This follows Tokyo’s protest af-

ter a Chinese military aircraft

briefly entered Japan’s south-

western airspace on Monday. It

was the first time the Japanese

Self Defense Force detected a Chi-

nese military aircraft in Japan’s

airspace.

Chinese foreign ministry

spokesperson Lin Jian said on

Tuesday his country had “no in-

tention” to violate any country’s

airspace.

Bilateral business ties between

the two countries, as well as ex-

changes among scholars and busi-

ness people, remain strong.

Japan protests Chinese survey ship entering its territorial waters
BY YURI KAGEYAMA

Associated Press 
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NAHA CITY, Okinawa — An

airman charged with sexually as-

saulting a minor, testifying in the

case for the first time in a Japa-

nese court on Friday, said he be-

lieved the girl was 18 and gave

her consent.

Senior Airman Brennon Ri-

chard Edward Washington, 25, in

his third appearance in Naha Dis-

trict Court in the case, answered

questions posed by his attorney

and the prosecution in front of

three judges, with Judge Tetsuro

Sato presiding over the trial.

Washington, assigned to the

18th Logistics Readiness Squad-

ron at Kadena Air Base, said the

girl told him she was 18 when

they met in a Yomitan park on

Dec. 24. 

The girl, referred to in court as

“A,” testified on Aug. 23 that she

used English, Japanese and hand

gestures to tell Washington that

she is 15. 

Washington on Friday said no

hand gestures or counting actions

took place that day.

“I think why she said that is it’s

another fabrication of the story

she is making about this case,” he

said.

The girl also testified that

Washington sexually assaulted

her in July 2023 — fondled her

and kissed her — outside a conve-

nience store and invited her to his

house nearby. In December, she

recognized Washington when he

brought her to the same house,

she said.

Questioned by his attorney,

Washington testified that the girl

recalled the incident five months

earlier but said she did not seem

afraid of him.

“I think she told me a foreigner

touched her, but that’s it,” he said.

Washington testified that after

he drove “A” to his house, he

asked permission to kiss her, and

she agreed.

From there, Washington de-

tailed under questioning by his at-

torney what happened that night.

He said he used a mix of ges-

tures, questions and a translation

app on his phone to communicate

with the girl. He kissed the girl,

touched her vagina both over her

underwear and directly and even-

tually performed oral sex on her,

he said in court. He said he never

penetrated her with any part of

his body.

The girl testified on Aug. 23

that Washington did penetrate

her with his finger and tongue.

Washington said the girl gave

her consent to him kissing and

touching her.

“When saying bye with ‘A,’ did

you ask her to keep a secret?” the

defense attorney asked.

“No, I did not; I had no motiv-

ation, reason to tell her that,”

Washington testified. “She said

that she was 18; I had consent. I

did not think, at that time, that

this situation was going to be a

criminal charge.”

Under cross-examination,

Washington told the prosecutor,

identified in court only by his last

name, Hisaoka, that he had no in-

tent to have sex with the girl. 

“I touched, because of the type

of mood that was happening at the

time,” Washington said.

Hisaoka asked Washington if

he usually engaged in kissing and

petting, and offering to show

someone his penis, without in-

tending to have sex. 

“I cannot answer yes or no for

that question,” Washington said.

Washington also testified under

cross-examination that he drank

“three cans of strong chuhai,” a

Japanese alcoholic drink, before

going to the park. 

Questioned again by his attor-

ney, Washington said he would

not have taken the girl to his

house if he knew she was 15.

Washington’s case, and that of a

Marine lance corporal charged in

July in a separate case with at-

tempted sexual assault, outraged

Okinawa government officials,

who made formal complaints to

the Japanese government, the

U.S. Embassy and military com-

mands in Japan.

The Okinawa Prefectural As-

sembly also called for changes to

the status of forces agreement go-

verning the U.S. military popula-

tion in Japan.

Closing arguments are expect-

ed on Oct. 25.

Airman says he thought girl was 18, consented
BY BRIAN MCELHINEY

AND KEISHI KOJA

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Japan’s Ministry of

Defense asked for a record-high

8.5 trillion yen — about $58.7 bil-

lion — on Friday for fiscal 2025,

the third year of a planned mili-

tary buildup.

The ministry also unveiled de-

tails of its budget request, which,

if approved, will be the 13th con-

secutive year of increased mili-

tary spending and will exceed this

fiscal year’s $54.5 billion budget.

Japan’s fiscal year begins April 1.

To achieve its buildup goals by

fiscal 2027, the government “will

steadily increase the expenditure

budget request, while accumulat-

ing projects that should be started

during FY 2025,” the budget docu-

ment states.

Japan in 2022 embarked on a

plan to increase its defense capa-

bilities in five years, aiming to

strengthen its deterrence capabil-

ities in a regional security envi-

ronment made uncertain by an as-

sertive China.

Since then, Japan has drastical-

ly increased its defense budget,

pledging to spend about $297 bil-

lion through 2027.

The fiscal 2025 budget request

includes about $6.7 billion to con-

tinue strengthening Japan’s

stand-off defense capability. Past

purchases in this category includ-

ed U.S.-made extended range

stand-off missiles and Tomahawk

cruise missiles. 

“We will drastically strengthen

our stand-off defense capabilities

to deal with ships and landing

forces advancing to our island re-

gion from outside the threat zone

of anti-aircraft missiles,” budget

request stated.

Among the items in that catego-

ry is about $2.2 billion to build a

satellite constellation for target

detection and tracking capabili-

ties. The system is budgeted this

year for the first time; the ministry

hopes to start operating it by

March 2027.

The ministry has budgeted an-

other $712 million for unmanned

defense capabilities, which it calls

a “revolutionary game changer”

that can provide asymmetric ad-

vantages in the air, on the water

and under the sea.

The ministry requested about

$20.7 million to acquire small, of-

fensive unmanned aerial vehicles

for security in the southwestern

islands, a strategically important

area for Japan.

It also requested about $58 mil-

lion for equipment designed to de-

fend against drones and improve

base security. That request fol-

lows a May incident in which

drone footage of a Japan Maritime

Self-Defense Force flattop, the JS

Izumo, at Yokosuka Naval Base

appeared on a Chinese social

media site.

The budget request also stated

that the Air Self-Defense Force’s

Space Operation Group will be up-

graded into a wing, which will fo-

cus on space domain surveillance

and countermeasures under the

command of a general.

Japan seeks record high for defense in budget

JOSHUA SYBERG/U.S. Army 

Japan Ground Self Defense Force members charge into a fight during training for Orient Shield 2018. 

BY HANA KUSUMOTO

Stars and Stripes 

SUWON, South Korea — The

8th Fighter Wing at Kunsan Air

Base, 120 miles south of Seoul,

reported an airman death Fri-

day, the third in a span of five

weeks.

Tech. Sgt. Jacob Venegas of

the 8th Maintenance Group was

found dead Wednesday in a base

dormitory, the wing said in a

news release. An investigation is

ongoing.

“We are devastated by the loss

of Tech. Sgt. Venegas, and we

extend our deepest condolences

to his family, friends, and all who

knew him as they navigate this

difficult time,” wing commander

Col. Peter Kasarskis said in the

release. 

The 8th Maintenance Group is

tasked with equipping and main-

taining 40 F-16 Fighting Falcons

and is responsible for 1,100 mil-

itary personnel. Roughly 2,800

airmen are assigned to the wing.

Venegas’ death marks the

third at Kunsan since mid-July.

The wing is experiencing a “dif-

ficult summer” due to the recent

deaths and units are “reinforcing

existing support entities to care

for our airmen,” Kasarskis said

in the release.

Senior Airman Saniyya Smalls,

25, of the 8th Security Forces

Squadron, was found dead there

on Aug. 5. Nearly two weeks ear-

lier, Airman Basic Kye Vang, 23,

of the same squadron, was de-

clared dead at the base.

Foul play was not suspected in

those deaths, the wing said at the

time. 

Third airman
found dead at
S. Korea base

BY DAVID CHOI

Stars and Stripes 
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DUBAI, United Arab Emirates

— The United States military

and Iraq launched a joint raid

targeting suspected Islamic State

militants in the country’s west-

ern desert that killed at least 15

people and left seven American

troops hurt, officials said Satur-

day. 

For years after dislodging the

militants from their self-declared

caliphate across Iraq and Syria,

U.S. forces have fought the Is-

lamic State group, though the ca-

sualties from this raid were

higher than in previous ones.

The Central Command said

the militants were armed with

“numerous weapons, grenades,

and explosive ‘suicide’ belts”

during the raid Thursday, which

Iraqi forces said happened in the

Anbar Desert.

“This operation targeted ISIS

leaders to disrupt and degrade

ISIS’ ability to plan, organize,

and conduct attacks against Iraqi

civilians, as well as U.S. citizens,

allies, and partners throughout

the region and beyond,” CENT-

COM said. “Iraqi Security Forc-

es continue to further exploit the

locations raided.”

It added: “There is no indica-

tion of civilian casualties.” 

An Iraqi military statement

said “airstrikes targeted the

hideouts, followed by an air-

borne operation.”

“Among the dead were key

ISIS leaders,” Iraq’s military

said, without identifying them.

“All hideouts, weapons and logis-

tical support were destroyed, ex-

plosive belts were safely detonat-

ed and important documents,

identification papers and com-

munication devices were

seized.”

A U.S. defense official, speak-

ing on condition of anonymity to

discuss details of the operation

yet to be made public, told The

Associated Press that five Amer-

ican troops were wounded in the

raid, while two others suffered

injuries from falls during the op-

eration. One who suffered a fall

was transported out of the re-

gion, while one of the wounded

was evacuated for further treat-

ment, the official said. 

“All personnel are in stable

condition,” the official said.

It wasn’t immediately clear

why it took two days for the U.S.

to acknowledge it took part in

the raid. Iraq did not say the U.S.

took part in the operation when

initially announcing it, as politi-

cians debate the future of having

American troops in the country.

There are approximately 2,500

U.S. troops in Iraq.

Iraqi officials say that they can

keep the ISIS threat under con-

trol with their own forces and

have entered into talks with the

U.S. aimed at winding down the

mission of the U.S.-led military

coalition in Iraq.

Since the outbreak of the Is-

rael-Hamas war in Gaza last Oc-

tober, U.S. military presence in

the region has become particu-

larly contentious.

7 US troops
hurt in joint
raid with Iraq

BY JON GAMBRELL

Associated Press 

The Navy on Friday fired the

commander of a guided-missile

destroyer that is part of an aircraft

carrier strike group deployed in

the Middle East to counter attacks

on shipping lanes in the Persian

Gulf by Iran-backed Houthi re-

bels in Yemen.

Cmdr. Cameron Yaste was re-

lieved of his duties as command-

ing officer of the USS John S.

McCain, an Arleigh Burke-class

destroyer now operating in the

Gulf of Oman.

Rear Adm. Christopher Alexan-

der, commander of the USS Theo-

dore Roosevelt Carrier Strike

Group, took the action citing a

“loss of confidence to command

the guided-missile destroyer.” 

“Loss of confidence” is a vague

phrase often used throughout the

U.S. military to describe the re-

moval of a commanding officer

from his or her post without pro-

viding a clear explanation. The

causes for past removals of Navy

commanders for “lack of confi-

dence” have ranged from ineffec-

tive leadership, mistreatment of

crew members, and poor behavior

off duty, such as drinking with

subordinates or a “driving under

the influence” arrest.

Alexander announced Capt. Al-

lison Christy, deputy commodore

of Destroyer Squadron 21, has

temporarily assumed command

of the destroyer.

“There is no impact on the

ship’s mission or schedule due to

the relief,” the Navy said in a state-

ment.

Yaste assumed command of the

John S. McCain in October 2023.

The Navy said he will return to Na-

val Station Everett, Wash., to take

up temporary administrative du-

ties.

Yaste was photographed earlier

this year firing an M-4 rifle, which

some service members pointed

out had the optical site mounted

backward. 

The USS John S. McCain is

unique in that it is named after

three naval officers from the same

family. 

John S. McCain Sr. was an ad-

miral and a Navy aircraft carrier

commander in World War II. John

S. McCain Jr. was an influential

Navy admiral during the Vietnam

War era. 

John S. McCain III was a naval

aviator who was a prisoner of war

in North Vietnam and went on to

become a U.S. senator from Ari-

zona and a Republican presiden-

tial candidate.

Navy fires commander of destroyer now in Middle East
BY GARY WARNER

Stars and Stripes

KEVIN TANG/U.S. Navy

Cmdr. Cameron Yaste receives
the colors during a ceremony in
March. 

U.S. sailors assigned to a Navy

carrier strike group recently res-

cued two Iranians in distress in

international waters and airlifted

them to a ship for medical treat-

ment, according to U.S. Central

Command.

The rescue happened at about

7 a.m. on Aug. 23 at an undis-

closed location in the CENTCOM

area of operations and involved

the USS Theodore Roosevelt Car-

rier Strike Group, the command

said Thursday in a statement.

The two Iranian mariners were

pulled from the water by U.S.

personnel in a rigid inflatable

boat and a search-and-rescue hel-

icopter, the statement said.

They were taken to the aircraft

carrier, where they were given

food, water and medical care, ac-

cording to CENTCOM.

The statement did not give any

updated information about the

current condition or location of

the two Iranians.

Roosevelt replaced USS

Dwight D. Eisenhower in the

Middle East on July 12 after oper-

ating in the Indo-Pacific region

since January. 

Two Navy carrier strike groups

are now operating in the Gulf of

Oman. The USS Abraham Lin-

coln Carrier Strike Group is the

other.

Abraham Lincoln arrived in

the Middle East on Aug. 21 to re-

place Roosevelt, but on Tuesday,

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin

ordered both carrier strike

groups to remain in the region. 

The last time two U.S. Navy

carrier strike groups operated si-

multaneously in the Middle East

was in March 2020, with the USS

Eisenhower and USS Harry S.

Truman there during heightened

tensions between Iran and its

proxies. 

The ongoing Israel-Hamas war

has brought even more volatility,

as Iran-backed Houthi militants

in Yemen attack commercial

shipping and fears grow that Hez-

bollah, another Iranian ally, will

join the fighting against Israel.

PHOTOS BY U.S. NAVY

An Iranian mariner is guided off a helicopter after being rescued Aug. 23, by sailors assigned to the USS
Theodore Roosevelt Carrier Strike Group in the U.S. Central Command area of operations.

USS Theodore Roosevelt sailors
save Iranian mariners in distress

BY SHANNON RENFROE

Stars and Stripes 

Sailors rescue two Iranian civilian mariners in the U.S. Central
Command area of operations.
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where commemoration activities contin-

ued. 

Soldiers with the U.S. Army’s 1st Cavalry

Division traveled from Poland to partici-

pate in the commemoration, driving two

modern-day Bradley Fighting Vehicles in

the procession. 

“What our predecessors did here 80

years ago, the sacrifices they made, is tre-

mendous,” said Capt. Clayton Vermeesch

of 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment. “To

be here and to feel that gratitude from the

local population all these years later is hum-

bling.”

The first U.S. troops, other than earlier

reconnaissance missions, entered Belgium

on Sept. 2, 1944, at Cendron in Hainaut

province. The following day, they liberated

Mons, about 40 miles north.

It was part of a broader strategy by the

Allies to push German fighters out of Belgi-

um and drive them deeper into Europe. 

Within 10 days, American, British, Cana-

dian and other Allied troops had liberated

most of Belgium. But in December, Hitler

launched his last major offensive on the

Western Front, which came to be known as

the Battle of the Bulge. About three months

later, Allied troops had fully liberated Bel-

gium. Some 19,000 U.S. troops were killed

during the Battle of the Bulge alone, which

was responsible for most American combat

deaths during the liberation.

Mons resident Tom Verbrugge, 27, one of

the scores of reenactors who participated in

this year’s Tanks in Town, said he’s been

taking part since he was a child. 

“This event is a lot of fun, but it’s also an

important way to keep remembering the

sacrifices that were made,” said Ver-

brugge, who drove a vintage vehicle with

his 6-year-old nephew in the passenger

seat, both dressed in military garb. 

Following Russia’s full-scale invasion of

Ukraine in 2022, Tanks in Town has taken

on additional meaning, as NATO countries

reaffirm their commitment to collective de-

fense, said Corentin Rousman, a curator at

the Mons Memorial Museum.

“This event, and the commemoration that

we do, allows people to say, ‘yes, we are in a

free country now, but will that be the case in

the future?’ ” Rousman said.

The efforts of the Allies in Belgium 80

years ago paved the way for the establish-

ment of NATO in 1949. Today, the bloc’s

command headquarters, known as Su-

preme Headquarters Allied Powers Eu-

rope, or SHAPE, is located just outside

Mons.

Army Gen. Christopher Cavoli, NATO’s

supreme allied commander and leader of

U.S. European Command, on Sunday laid a

wreath at a memorial to the 1st Infantry Di-

vision. U.S. Ambassador to Belgium Mi-

chael M. Adler was scheduled to speak later

in the day. Tanks in Town’s role of keeping

the memory of Belgium’s liberation alive is

particularly important as the numbers of

those who directly remember it dwindle,

said Gil Dupuis of the Royal Mons Auto Mo-

to Club, which organizes the event. 

With record vehicle participation this

year and new activities, such as a 1940s-

themed ball, which the SHAPE band per-

formed at on Saturday, the event shows no

signs of waning. 

“In 20 years from now, 50 years from

now, until my death, we will be remember-

ing the Americans who came here and cele-

brating the liberation,” Dupuis said. 

Thanks: Parade retraces route taken by Army 8 decades ago

PHILLIP WALTER WELLMAN/STARS AND STRIPES

Tom Verbrugge, right, his nephew Livio,
and girlfriend Valentine Simon take part in
the Tanks in Town parade in Mons,
Belgium, on Sunday. 
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WASHINGTON — As an 18-

year-old Navy yeoman 2nd class,

Arthur Grabiner served during

World War II aboard the USS Lau-

rens, an attack transport ship that

island-hopped and took part in

amphibious assaults in the Pacif-

ic, including the battles of Okina-

wa and the Philippines.

He watched as a Japanese ka-

mikaze suicide plane plunged into

another ship and stood at attention

during a mass burial at sea of fel-

low service members killed in the

attack. At age 98, Grabiner is de-

termined to devote this final chap-

ter of his life to sharing memories

of his wartime service.

“It’s a duty I owe this genera-

tion,” he said. “My hope for the fu-

ture is that young people can learn

something from my talks.”

On Monday — the 79th anniver-

sary of Japan’s surrender — Gra-

biner will greet visitors at the In-

trepid, a former World War II air-

craft carrier transformed into a

floating maritime museum per-

manently anchored in the Hudson

River in New York City.

One of a fast-dwindling number

of World War II veterans, Grabin-

er said he sees himself as having

an important role in the commem-

oration. Less than 1% of the more

than 16 million Americans who

served in that war — or about

100,000 — were still alive at the be-

ginning of this year, according to

the National World War II Mu-

seum in New Orleans.

“At 98 years young, Dad is de-

termined to remain active, vital

and engaged while continuing to

live his life purposefully. He will

not allow age to define or limit

him,” said his son Douglas Gra-

biner, who assists his father in

public appearances at high school

ROTC programs, military college

commencements and special

events at museums such as the In-

trepid.

In June, Grabiner was invited to

graduation ceremonies of the U.S.

Merchant Marine Academy on

Long Island, east of New York

City.

“When Dad is out speaking in

public, he acts like a gung-ho sail-

or back in the thick of things and

eager to mix it up,” Douglas Gra-

biner said. 

Grabiner’s story followed a

template of millions of young

Americans of the “Greatest Gen-

eration,” who came from modest

origins but were thrust into ex-

traordinary events at a young age.

The son of Polish immigrant

parents, Grabiner (pronounced

“Gruh-bee-ner”) said he’d rarely

ventured more than 20 square

blocks from his home in a work-

ing-class neighborhood of the

Bronx before entering the Navy in

1944.

Assigned to the USS Laurens,

which was commissioned in Sep-

tember 1944, Grabiner pulled

overnight shifts as a watchman

and assisted the gunners by relay-

ing commands from officers on

the bridge.

His ship operated out of New

Guinea and New Caledonia trans-

porting troops and supplies before

landing soldiers on the main Phi-

lippine island of Luzon in January

1945.

Three months later, one of its

sister ships, the USS Tyrrell, was

attacked by Japanese aircraft off

Okinawa. The aircraft failed to

strike the ship but crashed along-

side it and exploded, showering

the deck with debris.

Grabiner participated in a buri-

al at sea for fellow sailors the same

day as the attack, describing it as

the largest funeral that he ever at-

tended.

Remains were placed in weight-

ed canvas bags draped with the

American flag in a mass funeral,

he said. As a bugler played taps,

the flag was removed, and the bag

dropped into the ocean.

“Standing at attention and salut-

ing while on the top deck of our re-

spective ships, thousands of Navy

sailors, myself included, watched

as our brothers were buried at

sea,” Grabiner said.

He and his shipmates were

training for an invasion of Japan

when they learned of the Aug. 6

atomic bombings of Hiroshima,

which along with a second bomb-

ing of Nagasaki led to the Japa-

nese surrender, ending World

War II.

“The message told of a great

bomb dropped on Japan that in-

flicted extraordinary damage. No

mention was made of an atomic

bomb,” Grabiner said.

The ship’s captain then re-

ceived another radio message di-

recting him to terminate the exer-

cise and set sail for Pearl Harbor

“Dad believes his life was very

likely spared by President (Har-

ry) Truman’s order to drop the

atomic bombs over Japan,” Dou-

glas Grabiner said.

Grabiner returned to his family

home in the Bronx after receiving

an honorable discharge in May

1946. He went to college under the

GI Bill, becoming a certified pub-

lic accountant. He became a prin-

cipal at a Manhattan public ac-

counting firm, practicing for 50

years. 

But Grabiner said his experi-

ences from military duty have

stayed with him and helped to

shape his values.

“My service as a teenager in the

U.S. Navy helped me appreciate

that when we, as Americans, come

together, we can accomplish any-

thing. Not for self but for country,”

he said. “I am proud to have

played my part and grateful to

those who do so today.”

WWII vet devotes life to sharing war memories

USS Intrepid Former Crewmembers Association Inc. 

Navy veteran Arthur Grabiner is shown with his son, Douglas
Grabiner, at the New York City Veterans Day parade in 2023. 

BY LINDA F. HERSEY

Stars and Stripes

Arthur Grabiner 

Arthur Grabiner, a Navy veteran, served aboard the USS Laurens,
shown here, during two years of active duty. 
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city,” Fichtl said.

U.S. military personnel on per-

manent orders and civilians at the

garrison’s posts in Powidz and

Swietoszow will continue to serve

unaccompanied tours of 12 and 24

months, respectively, since those

installations lack the infrastruc-

ture to support family members,

according to the Pentagon.

The Army designated Camp

Kosciuszko as permanent in

March 2023, a move reflecting Po-

land’s emergence in recent years

as the center of gravity for Army

operations aimed at deterring po-

tential Russian aggression from

the east.

The camp is the headquarters

for V Corps’ forward element,

which was reestablished in 2021 to

manage operations from the Bal-

tic Sea in the north down to the

Black Sea region.

Though the Army is looking to

put down roots in the former War-

saw Pact country, most troops in

Poland are on nine-month rota-

tional assignments for now.

In the 15 months since the garri-

son staked out an enduring pres-

ence, it’s grown its headquarters

staff from a handful of soldiers

and civilians to more than 100 per-

sonnel supporting 7,500 troops in

the V Corps area of responsibility,

according to the Army.

Whether school-age depen-

dents will eventually be autho-

rized for accompanied tours re-

mains to be seen. The biggest hur-

dle is the lack of Defense Depart-

ment schools in the country. 

Establishing education facili-

ties for U.S. service members and

their families is something the

garrison plans to work toward,

Fichtl said, adding that an assign-

ment to Poznan is attractive even

in the current conditions.

“It’s the gem of Europe to live in

right now,” he said. 

“You’re in a cool city but also in

an organization that’s growing

and thriving. It’s something brand

new.”

Poland: Camp Kosciuszko now has more
than 100 personnel supporting 7,500 troops
FROM PAGE 1

DEVIN KLECAN/U.S. Army 

U.S. Army Col. Jesse Chace stands in front of his formation during the
change of command ceremony at Camp Kosciuszko in Poznan,
Poland, in June. The Pentagon has approved accompanied, 24-month
tours for service members assigned to the base in western Poland.

MILITARY

WASHINGTON — More ser-

vice members and their families

will be able to use a new stream-

lined system for shipping their

belongings when it is expanded

this month to an additional 16

bases, according to U.S. Trans-

portation Command officials.

The expansion announced

Tuesday follows the initial 14

bases that started using the new

system in April to help overcome

long-standing problems with mil-

itary moves.

The change in systems was dri-

ven by complaints from military

families about delays in pickups

and deliveries of goods and dam-

age to items during transporta-

tion. 

A 2020 analysis by the Defense

Department inspector general

found 20% of domestic household

goods shipments in 2018 had at

least one damage claim. The anal-

ysis also concluded Transporta-

tion Command did not have relia-

ble data to determine whether

service members’ goods were be-

ing delivered on time or in good

condition.

Though only 94 shipments have

been completed under the new

Global Household Goods Con-

tract, officials are satisfied with

how things have gone and antici-

pate continued progress with vol-

ume increases expected in the

fall, said Andy Dawson, director

of the Defense Personal Property

Management Office at TRAN-

SCOM.

The command awarded its con-

tract worth an estimated $6.2 bil-

lion to HomeSafe Alliance in No-

vember 2021. The company will

provide “complete door-to-door

global household goods relocation

transportation and warehouse

services worldwide,” according to

TRANSCOM.

Moves originally were slated to

begin under the new contract last

September. But technical issues

arose in the development of the

Defense Department’s MilMove

and HomeSafe Alliance’s Home-

Safe Connect — two new comput-

er programs designed to plan,

track and expedite moves, com-

mand officials said.

The command developed a sys-

tem called MilMove for service

members to upload change-of-

station orders and initiate a re-

quest for their shipment to be

scheduled. HomeSafe Alliance

developed HomeSafe Connect to

be used by service members, the

government and industry officials

to track a shipment sent from Mil-

Move.

TRANSCOM expects to include

all domestic moves by the spring.

The earliest date for international

shipping would be September

2025, according to the announce-

ment.

The additional bases include

Fort Huachuca. Ariz.; Presidio of

Monterey, Calif.; Naval Weapons

Station Seal Beach, Calif.; Naval

Postgraduate School Monterey,

Calif.; Marine Corps Air Station

Miramar, Calif.; Fort Carson, Co-

lo.; Peterson Space Force Base,

Colo.; United States Air Force

Academy, Colo.; Fort Stewart,

Ga.; Hunter Army Airfield, Ga.;

Fort Meade, Md.; Fort Detrick,

Md.; Minot Air Force Base, N.D.;

Carlisle Barracks, Pa.; Marine

Corps Air Station Beaufort, S.C.;

and Fort Gregg-Adams, Va.

New moving system
for troops to add
16 bases this month

BY MATTHEW ADAMS

Stars and Stripes

ETHAN STEINQUEST/U.S. Army 

Workers from River City Movers conduct a delivery in May 2022 for a soldier at Fort Campbell, Ky., whose
belongings were transported overseas from his previous duty station in Germany.

The Defense Department said it

will provide “additional military

support capabilities” to the Secret

Service to guard the major presi-

dential and vice presidential candi-

dates through the November elec-

tion in the aftermath of the assassi-

nation attempt on Donald Trump.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin

approved a request from the De-

partment of Homeland Security,

which oversees the Secret Service,

for “increased support” at “various

locations across the United States,”

Sabrina Singh, a Defense Depart-

ment spokeswoman, told reporters

Thursday. Such support would be

provided by National Guard units.

Although Singh didn’t elaborate

on why the help being provided

through U.S. Northern Command

was needed, the Secret Service has

been under scrutiny for security

failures that allowed the attempted

assassination of former President

Trump, this year’s Republican

nominee for president, at a cam-

paign rally in Pennsylvania in July.

Trump was slightly injured and a

spectator in the crowd was killed

before snipers shot and killed the

attacker.

Anthony Guglielmi, chief of com-

munications for the Secret Service,

said in a statement that since the as-

sassination attempt the service

“has bolstered our protective oper-

ations in order to ensure the highest

levels of safety and security. As part

of this effort, the Department of De-

fense is providing the U.S. Secret

Service with additional assistance

including logistics, transportation,

and communications, through the

2024 campaign season.”

Northern Command said in a

statement that the Defense Depart-

ment is “providing enhanced sup-

port for the protection of the 2024

Presidential and Vice-Presidential

campaign candidates.” It com-

pared that to past support for “Na-

tional Special Security Events,”

such as political conventions, but

“with additional capabilities pro-

vided to further bolster candidate

security.”

Singh said the added military

support is likely to continue for the

president-elect and vice president-

elect through their inauguration in

January.

DOD to help Secret Service for presidential campaigns
BY LARRY LIEBERT

AND ROXANA TIRON

Bloomberg News 
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The special counsel’s office and

Donald Trump outlined dueling

visions Friday for how the former

president’s 2020 election obstruc-

tion case should proceed in D.C.

federal court, with Trump’s attor-

neys proposing a schedule that

would extend pretrial arguments

into next year and neither side

pushing for resolution before the

November election.

In a joint filing Friday night,

both sides previewed legal wran-

gling that is likely to drag out the

case deep into 2025 or beyond.

The filing came after U.S. District

Judge Tanya S. Chutkan request-

ed a proposed plan for how to re-

solve legal issues in the case after

the Supreme Court ruled 6-3 along

ideological lines that presidents

are absolutely immune from pros-

ecution when carrying out their

core constitutional powers.

The ruling prompted special

counsel Jack Smith last week to

seek a superseding indictment in

the case, removing elements of the

original indictment that might run

afoul of the Supreme Court’s guid-

ance.

It will be up to Chutkan to deter-

mine what acts laid out in the in-

dictment can still be prosecuted.

Although the Supreme Court de-

termined presidents had broad

immunity, it said they could still

be prosecuted for private conduct

or for official acts under certain

exceptions. Whatever Chutkan

decides could face higher-level

court review.

In Smith’s revised indictment,

prosecutors kept the same four

counts of plotting to subvert the

results of the election that Trump

was charged with in August 2023.

But the special counsel dropped

some allegations that the high

court said intruded on core exec-

utive-branch powers and shar-

pened others that the justices said

might be prosecutable as the ac-

tions of a candidate for president,

rather than an officeholder.

Prosecutors with Smith’s office

did not outline a specific timetable

on which they thought the case

should proceed. But they said

Chutkan should tackle “first and

foremost” whether Trump might

be immune from allegations in the

new indictment and whether evi-

dence that prosecutors plan to use

at trial may be off-limits to the

government.

Prosecutors said they are ready

to submit an opening brief

“promptly” that would detail why

Trump’s private conduct as a can-

didate is prosecutable, and make a

case for why even some of his offi-

cial conduct as president should

not be shielded.

Smith’s office said Chutkan

should resolve immunity ques-

tions all at once before or at the

same time as Trump’s other chal-

lenges. That is because the out-

come of her decisions about what

allegations and evidence the gov-

ernment may use could affect her

rulings on Trump’s other claims,

and because rendering immunity

decisions one at a time could give

the defense repeated opportuni-

ties to appeal, paralyzing the case,

prosecutors argued.

Trump’s attorneys, meanwhile,

said they would move to dismiss

his revised indictment, arguing

that even the new grand jury that

recently returned it was exposed

to immunized conduct.

Trump, special
counsel duel over
future in 1/6 case

BY SPENCER S. HSU

The Washington Post

SAN DIEGO — Arrests for ille-

gal border crossings from Mexico

during August are expected to rise

slightly from July, officials said,

possibly ending a streak of five

straight monthly declines but the

numbers are hovering near four-

year lows.

Authorities made about 54,000

arrests through Thursday, which,

at the current rate, brought the

August total to about 58,000 when

the month ended Saturday, ac-

cording to two U.S. Customs and

Border Protection officials. They

spoke on condition of anonymity

to discuss information that has not

been publicly released. 

The tally suggests that arrests

could be bottoming out after being

halved from a record 250,000 in

December, a decline that U.S. offi-

cials largely attributed to Mexican

authorities increasing enforce-

ment within their borders. Arrests

were more than halved again after

Democratic President Joe Biden

invoked authority to temporarily

suspend asylum processing in

June. Arrests plunged to 56,408 in

July, a nearly four-year low that

changed little in August.

Asked about the latest numbers,

the Homeland Security Depart-

ment released a statement by Sec-

retary Alejandro Mayorkas call-

ing on Congress to support failed

legislation that would have sus-

pended asylum processing when

crossings reached certain thresh-

olds, reshaped how asylum claims

are decided to relieve bottle-

necked immigration courts and

added Border Patrol agents,

among other things. 

Republicans, including presi-

dential nominee Donald Trump,

opposed the bill, calling it insuffi-

cient.

“Thanks to action taken by the

Biden-Harris Administration, the

hard work of our DHS personnel

and our partnerships with other

countries in the region and around

the world, we continue to see the

lowest number of encounters at

our Southwest border since Sep-

tember 2020,” Mayorkas said Sat-

urday.

The steep drop from last year’s

highs is welcome news for the

White House and the Democrats’

White House nominee, Vice Presi-

dent Kamala Harris, despite crit-

icism from many immigration ad-

vocates that asylum restrictions

go too far and from those favoring

more enforcement who say Bi-

den’s new legal paths to entry are

far too generous. 

More than 765,000 people en-

tered the United States legally

through the end of July using an

online appointment app called

CBP One and an additional

520,000 from four nationalities

were allowed through airports

with financial sponsors. The air-

port-based offer to people from

Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and Vene-

zuela — all nationalities that are

difficult to deport — was briefly

suspended in July to address con-

cerns about fraud by U.S. finan-

cial sponsors.

JAE C. HONG/AP 

Border patrol agent Pete Bidegain looks from a hilltop on the U.S. side of the U.S.-Mexico border in
Nogales, Ariz. on June 25.

Border arrests expected to rise slightly in
August, still hovering near four-year lows

BY ELLIOT SPAGAT

Associated Press

early Saturday morning when it

left the roadway and overturned,

according to the Mississippi High-

way Patrol. No other vehicle was

involved. Six people aboard were

pronounced dead at the scene and

another died at a hospital, accord-

ing to a highway patrol news re-

lease. Thirty-six people were tak-

en by ambulance to hospitals. 

The highway patrol did not im-

mediately have an update on their

conditions Sunday. The dead in-

cluded a 6-year-old boy and his 16-

year-old sister, according to War-

ren County Coroner Doug Hus-

BOVINA, Miss. — Investigators

with the National Transportation

Safety Board on Sunday were at

the scene of a bus crash in Missis-

sippi that killed seven people and

injured dozens of others.

They plan to look at how well the

tires were maintained, NTSB

member Todd Inman said at a

news conference late Saturday.

The NTSB previously said the

crash was caused by tire failure.

The 2018 Volvo bus was travel-

ing westbound on Interstate 20

near Bovina in Warren County

key. They were identified by their

mother. Authorities were working

to identify the other victims, he

said. The bus was traveling from

Atlanta to Dallas with 41 passen-

gers and two drivers, the highway

patrol said. 

Inman said the NTSB will also

look at the carrier’s safety record

and protections for bus occupants. 

The bus was operated by Auto-

buses Regiomontanos. A woman

who answered the phone at its La-

redo, Texas, office said it was

aware of the crash, but she didn’t

answer questions. 

Investigators start probe of Mississippi
bus crash that killed 7, injured dozens

Associated Press

WAPT via AP 

A damaged bus is shown after several people were killed and dozens
injured after the commercial bus overturned on Interstate 20 early
Saturday in Warren County, Miss. 
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Only U.S. citizens are eligible to

vote in this fall’s election for presi-

dent and other top offices. While that

is nothing new, the potential for non-

citizens to register or vote has been

receiving a lot of attention lately.

Citing an influx of immigrants in

recent years at the U.S.-Mexico bor-

der, Republicans have raised con-

cerns about the possibility that non-

citizens will be voting and they have

taken steps in numerous states to ad-

dress that prospect, even though

cases of noncitizens actually voting

are rare.

GOP officials have undertaken

reviews of voter rolls, issued execu-

tive orders and placed constitution-

al amendments on state ballots as

part of an emphasis on thwarting

noncitizen voting. Some Democrats

contend the measures could create

hurdles for legal voters, are unnec-

essary and lead people to believe the

problem of noncitizens voting is big-

ger than it really is.

What does the law say? 

A1996 U.S. law makes it illegal for

noncitizens to vote in elections for

president or members of Congress.

Violators can be fined and imprison-

ed for up to a year. They can also be

deported.

When people register to vote, they

confirm under penalty of perjury

that they are U.S. citizens. Federal

law requires states to regularly

maintain their voter rolls and re-

move anyone who is ineligible, a

process that could identify immi-

grants living in the country illegally.

No state constitutions explicitly

allow noncitizens to vote, and many

states have laws that prohibit nonci-

tizens from voting for state offices

such as governor or attorney gener-

al. But some municipalities do allow

voting by noncitizens in some local

elections such as for school board

and city council.

What does the data say?

Voting by noncitizens is rare. Yet

Republican officials have highlight-

ed voter registration reviews that

turned up potential noncitizens.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, a Repu-

blican, said this past week that more

than 6,500 potential noncitizens

have been removed from Texas vot-

er rolls since 2021, including 1,930

with “a voter history” who have

been referred for investigation by

the attorney general’s office. Texas

has almost 18 million registered vot-

ers.

Ohio Secretary of State Frank La-

Rose, a Republican, said in August

that he referred for potential prose-

cution 138 apparent noncitizens

found to have voted in a recent elec-

tion and 459 more who registered

but did not vote. Those figures were

higher than reviews from previous

years. 

Some election administration ex-

perts have said the voter roll reviews

show that current tools to flag nonci-

tizen voters are working.

What do the courts say? 

Arizona provides a case study for

the long-running attempts by Repu-

blicans to prohibit noncitizen voting.

Under a 2004 voter-approved ini-

tiative, Arizona required a driver’s

license, birth certificate, passport or

other similar document to approve a

federal voter registration applica-

tion. But the U.S. Supreme Court

ruled in 2013 that Arizona cannot re-

quire documentary proof of citizen-

ship for people to vote in federal

elections.

The state responded by creating

two classes of voters. For state and

local elections, voters must provide

proof of citizenship when they regis-

ter or have it on file with the state.

But because that cannot be required

in presidential and congressional

elections, tens of thousands of voters

who have not provided proof of citi-

zenship are registered only for fed-

eral elections.

An August order by a divided U.S.

Supreme Court will allow voter reg-

istration forms submitted without

“documentary proof of citizenship”

to be rejected by Arizona counties

while litigation over the law contin-

ues. People will be able to register to

vote in presidential and congres-

sional elections using a different

federal form that requires people to

swear they are citizens under penal-

ty of perjury, without requiring

proof.

What’s on the ballot?

Republican-led legislatures in

eight states have proposed constitu-

tional amendments on their Novem-

ber ballots declaring that only citi-

zens can vote. 

Proposals in Iowa, Missouri,

North Carolina, Oklahoma, South

Carolina and Wisconsin would re-

place existing constitutional provi-

sions stating that “every” citizen or

“all” citizens can vote with new

wording saying “only” citizens can

vote. 

In Idaho and Kentucky, the pro-

posed amendments would explicit-

ly state: “No person who is not a citi-

zen of the United States” can vote.

Similar wording won approval from

Louisiana voters two years ago.

What has Congress done?

Republicans in Congress are

pushing a bill, known as the Safe-

guard American Voter Eligibility

Act, that would require proof of citi-

zenship to register to vote. During a

news conference about the legisla-

tion this year, House Speaker Mike

Johnson, R-La., did not provide spe-

cific examples of noncitizens voting

but insisted it is a concern. 

“We all know, intuitively, that a lot

of illegals are voting in federal elec-

tions,” he said, “but it’s not been

something that is easily provable.”

The legislation passed the Repu-

blican-led House in July but has not

come to a vote in the Democratic-led

Senate. The Biden administration

said it is strongly opposed and that

laws against noncitizen voting are

working.

Illegal voting by noncitizens a concern in election
BY DAVID A. LIEB

Associated Press 

JULIE CARR SMYTH/AP

Luis Gil, then a Republican candidate for Franklin County
Commissioner in central Ohio, speaks in favor of a constitutional
amendment on 2022 ballots that would prohibit noncitizen voting, at
the Ohio Statehouse in Columbus, on Oct. 6, 2022.

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — Police said

Saturday that a man will face misde-

meanor charges after he stormed in-

to the press area at Donald Trump’s

rally in Johnstown, Pa., before being

surrounded by authorities and

eventually subdued with a Taser as

the former president spoke at the

campaign stop.

The incident Friday came mo-

ments after Trump had criticized

major media outlets for what he said

was unfavorable coverage and had

dismissed CNN as fawning for its in-

terview Thursday with his Demo-

cratic rival Kamala Harris and her

running mate, Tim Walz.

It was not immediately clear what

motivated the man or whether he

was a Trump supporter or critic. 

The man made it over a barrier

ringing the media area and began

climbing the back side of a riser

where television reporters and cam-

eras were stationed, according to a

video of the incident posted to social

media by a reporter for CBS News.

People near him tried to pull him off

the riser and were quickly joined by

police officers and sheriff’s depu-

ties. 

The crowd cheered as police led

the man away, prompting Trump to

say, “Is there anywhere that’s more

fun to be than a Trump rally?” 

Johnstown’s police chief, Richard

M. Pritchard, confirmed to The As-

sociated Press on Saturday that the

man was arrested, released and will

be formally charged this week.

Pritchard said the man, whose iden-

tity will be disclosed when charges

are filed, will face misdemeanors in

municipal court for alleged disor-

derly conduct, resisting arrest and

disrupting a public assembly.

Pritchard declined to speculate

on the man’s motives. 

The incident happened amid

heightened scrutiny of security at

Trump rallies after a gunman fired

at him, grazing his ear, during an

outdoor rally in July in Butler, Pa.A

Secret Service spokesperson re-

ferred questions to local authorities.

Police: Man who stormed
into press area at Trump
rally in Pa. to be charged

Associated Press

Vice President Kamala Harris

said former President Donald

Trump “disrespected sacred

ground” in his recent appearance

at Arlington National Cemetery,

where the Republican nominee

took and distributed images de-

spite a federal prohibition on cam-

paign activity on the grounds. 

Harris, in a statement posted Sat-

urday on the social media platform

X, cited reports that Trump’s cam-

paign aides created an altercation

with a cemetery staffer and pro-

ceeded to take photographs and

film the former president, includ-

ing at the graves of Afghanistan

War veterans, after being warned

about rules at the site.

“Let me be clear: the former

president disrespected sacred

ground, all for the sake of a political

stunt,” Harris said, calling Arling-

ton a “solemn place where we come

together to honor American heroes

... not a place for politics.” 

The original incident stemmed

from Trump’s and Republicans’

continued criticism of President

Joe Biden and now Harris for the

chaotic U.S. withdrawal from Af-

ghanistan. At the invitation of some

family members of service mem-

bers killed during the withdrawal,

Trump laid wreaths last Monday in

honor of Sgt. Nicole Gee, Staff Sgt.

Darin Hoover and Staff Sgt. Ryan

Knauss. They were among 13 U.S.

service members and more than

100 Afghans who died in an Aug. 26,

2021, bombing at Hamid Karzai In-

ternational Airport in Kabul. 

Trump’s campaign was warned

about not taking photographs be-

fore an altercation at the cemetery,

according to defense officials. Offi-

cials have said since that an Arling-

ton employee whom two Trump

campaign staff members allegedly

“verbally abused and pushed”

aside has declined to press charges.

The Trump campaign has since

lashed out at Pentagon officials,

with a top campaign adviser, Chris

LaCivita, referring to military

spokespersons as “hacks.” Trump

campaign officials say it had per-

mission to bring someone to take

video.

Since Biden ended his reelection

bid, Trump has been zeroing in on

Harris and her roles in foreign pol-

icy decisions. He has specifically

highlighted the vice president’s

statements that she was the last

person in the room before Biden

made the decision on Afghanistan.

Biden’s administration was fol-

lowing a withdrawal commitment

and timeline that the Trump ad-

ministration had negotiated with

the Taliban in 2020. A 2022 review

by a government-appointed spe-

cial investigator concluded deci-

sions made by both Trump and Bi-

den were the key factors leading to

the rapid collapse of Afghanistan’s

military and the Taliban takeover.

Harris on Saturday alluded to

Trump’s history of picking fights

with veterans and repeated allega-

tions that he has “called our fallen

service members ‘suckers’ and

‘losers’ and disparaged Medal of

Honor recipients.”

“This is a man who is unable to

comprehend anything other than

service to himself,” Harris said. “I

will always honor the service and

sacrifice of all of America’s fallen

heroes. ... And I will never politicize

them.”

Harris: ‘Political stunt’ at Arlington by
Trump ‘disrespected sacred ground’

Associated Press
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SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Cali-

fornia lawmakers last week

passed some of the nation’s most

ambitious legislation aimed at

atoning for a legacy of racist pol-

icies that drove disparities for

Black people, from housing to

education to health.

None of the bills would provide

widespread direct payments to

African Americans. The state

Legislature instead approved pro-

posals allowing for the return of

land or compensation to families

whose property was unjustly

seized by the government, and is-

suing a formal apology for laws

and practices that have harmed

Black people. 

But lawmakers left out two bills

that would have created a fund

and an agency to carry out the

measures, considered key compo-

nents of the efforts to take action.

California Legislative Black Cau-

cus Chair Assemblymember Lori

Wilson said Saturday that the

Black Caucus pulled the bills, add-

ing the proposals need more work.

“We knew from the very begin-

ning that it was an uphill battle. ...

And we also knew from the very

beginning that it would be a multi-

year effort,” Wilson told report-

ers.

Sen. Steven Bradford, who au-

thored the measures, said the bills

didn’t move forward out of fear

Gov. Gavin Newsom would veto

them. 

“We’re at the finish line, and we,

as the Black Caucus, owe it to the

descendants of chattel slavery, to

Black Californians and Black

Americans, to move this legisla-

tion forward,” Bradford said, urg-

ing his colleague to reconsider.

The Democratic governor

hasn’t weighed in on most of the

bills, but he signed a $297.9 billion

budget in June that included up to

$12 million for reparations legisla-

tion. However the budget did not

specify what proposals the money

would be used for, and his admin-

istration has signaled its opposi-

tion to some of them. Newsom has

until Sept. 30 to decide whether to

sign the bills that passed into law. 

Democratic Assemblymember

Reggie Jones-Sawyer, who is

Black, called his bill to issue a for-

mal apology for discrimination “a

labor of love.” His uncle was part

of a group of African American

students who in the 1950s were es-

corted by federal troops past an

angry white mob into Central

High School in Little Rock, Ark.,

three years after the U.S. Supreme

Court ruled that school segrega-

tion was unconstitutional. The stu-

dents became known as the “ Lit-

tle Rock Nine.”

“I think my grandmother, my

grandfather, would be extremely

proud for what we are going to do

today,” Jones-Sawyer said ahead

of the vote on the legislation that

was passed. “Because that is why

they struggled in 1957, so that I’d

be able to — and we’d be able to —

move forward our people.”

Newsom approved a law in 2020

creating a first-in-the-nation task

force to study reparations propos-

als. New York state and Illinois

have since followed suit with simi-

lar legislation. The California

group released a final report last

year with more than 100 recom-

mendations for lawmakers. 

Newsom signed a law last

month requiring school districts

that receive state funding for a ca-

reer education program to collect

data on the performance of partic-

ipating students by race and gen-

der. 

The legislation, part of a repara-

tions package backed by the Cali-

fornia Legislative Black Caucus,

aims to help address gaps in stu-

dent outcomes.

Calif. lawmakers
pass bills to
atone for racism

BY SOPHIE AUSTIN

Associated Press/Report for America

WASHINGTON — An inflation

measure closely tracked by the

Federal Reserve remained low in

July, extending a trend of cooling

price increases that clears the way

for the Fed to start cutting its key

interest rate next month for the

first time in 4½ years. 

Prices rose just 0.2% from June

to July, the Commerce Depart-

ment said Friday, up a tick from

the previous month’s 0.1% in-

crease. Compared with a year ear-

lier, inflation was unchanged at

2.5%. That’s just modestly above

the Fed’s 2% target level. 

The slowdown in inflation could

upend former President Donald

Trump’s efforts to saddle Vice

President Kamala Harris with

blame for rising prices. Still, de-

spite the near-end of high infla-

tion, many Americans remain un-

happy with today’s sharply higher

average prices for such necessi-

ties as gas, food and housing com-

pared with their pre-pandemic

levels.

Excluding volatile food and

energy costs, so-called core infla-

tion rose 0.2% from June to July,

the same as in the previous month.

Measured from a year earlier,

core prices increased 2.6%, also

unchanged from the previous

year. Economists closely watch

core prices, which typically pro-

vide a better read of future infla-

tion trends.

Friday’s figures underscore

that inflation is steadily fading in

the United States after three pain-

ful years of surging prices ham-

mered families’ finances. Accord-

ing to the measure reported Fri-

day, inflation peaked at 7.1% in

June 2022, the highest in four dec-

ades, before steadily dropping. 

In a high-profile speech last

week, Fed Chair Jerome Powell

attributed the inflation surge that

erupted in 2021 to a “collision” of

reduced supply stemming from

the pandemic’s disruptions with a

jump in demand as consumers

ramped up spending, drawing on

savings juiced by federal stimulus

checks.

With price increases now cool-

ing, Powell also said last week that

“the time has come” to begin low-

ering the Fed’s key interest rate.

Economists expect a cut of at least

aquarter-point cut in the rate, now

at 5.3%, at the Fed’s next meeting

Sept. 17-18. With inflation coming

under control, Powell indicated

that the central bank is now in-

creasingly focused on preventing

any worsening of the job market.

The unemployment rate has risen

for four straight months.

Reductions in the Fed’s bench-

mark interest rate should, over

time, reduce borrowing costs for a

range of consumer and business

loans, including mortgages, auto

loans and credit cards. 

“The end of the Fed’s inflation

fight is coming into view,” Ben

Ayers, senior economist at Nation-

wide, an insurance and financial

services provider, wrote in a re-

search note. “The further cooling

of inflation could give the Fed lee-

way to be more aggressive with

rate declines at coming meet-

ings.”

Friday’s report also showed that

healthy consumer spending con-

tinues to power the U.S. economy.

Americans stepped up their

spending by a vigorous 0.5% from

June to July, up from 0.3% the pre-

vious month.

And incomes rose 0.3%, faster

than in the previous month. Yet

with spending up more than in-

come, consumers’ savings fell, the

report said. The savings rate

dropped to just 2.9%, the lowest

level since the early months of the

pandemic. 

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP 

Shoppers consider items displayed in refrigerators at a Costco warehouse Aug. 22, in Parker, Colo. 

Fed’s inflation gauge shows price
pressures easing as rate cuts near
BY CHRISTOPHER RUGABER

Associated Press

Judge Jean P.

Rosenbluth told

him he could re-

main free on

bond with sever-

al restrictions,

including turn-

ing over his

passport and not

working as a doctor. He has

agreed to turn over his medical li-

cense. 

Chavez signed an agreement

with prosecutors last month to

plead guilty to conspiring to dis-

tribute the surgical anesthetic ke-

tamine. 

He did not enter his guilty plea

or speak about the case, which he

will do with another judge at a

date to be determined. 

“He’s incredibly remorseful,

not just because it happened to

Matthew Perry, but because it

LOS ANGELES — One of two

doctors charged in connection

with Matthew Perry’s death made

his first appearance in a federal

court in Los Angeles on Friday af-

ter reaching a deal to plead guilty

and cooperate with prosecutors. 

Dr. Mark Chavez, 54, of San

Diego, stood in court with his law-

yer and told a judge he under-

stood his rights. U.S. Magistrate

happened to a patient,” Chavez’s

lawyer Matthew Binninger said

outside court with the doctor

standing at his side. “He’s trying

to do everything in his power to

right the wrong that happened

here. He didn’t accept responsi-

bility today, but only because it

wasn’t on the calendar.”

Binninger added, “He’s doing

everything in his power to coop-

erate and help with this situa-

tion.”

Asked what he and Chavez

would say to Perry’s family, Bin-

ninger said, “I’m afraid I can’t an-

swer that question other than to

say that we’re incredibly sorry

that someone lost their life. It

doesn’t matter that he was a fa-

mous celebrity, and I know that

he was incredibly universally

loved by all. It’s a shame at what

happened.”

Doctor charged in Perry’s death appears in court after plea deal
Associated Press

Chavez
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JERUSALEM — Israel on Sun-

day said it had recovered the bod-

ies of six hostages in Gaza, includ-

ing a young Israeli-American man

who became one of the most well-

known captives held by Hamas as

his parents met with world leaders

and pressed for his release.

The military said all six had been

killed shortly before the arrival of

Israeli forces. Their recovery

sparked mass protests against

Prime Minister Benjamin Neta-

nyahu, whom many Israelis blame

for failing to bring them back alive

in a deal with Hamas to end the 10-

month-old war. Negotiations over

such a deal have dragged on for

months.

Netanyahu said Israel would

hold Hamas accountable for killing

the hostages in “cold blood,” and

blamed the militant group for the

stalled negotiations, saying

“whoever murders hostages

doesn’t want a deal.”

Grieving and angry Israelis

surged into the streets Sunday

night, chanting “Now! Now!” as

they demanded that Netanyahu

reach a cease-fire with Hamas to

bring the remaining captives

home.

Tens of thousands of Israelis

protested in one of the largest dem-

onstrations since war began nearly

11 months ago. Thousands of peo-

ple, some of them weeping, gath-

ered outside Netanyahu’s office in

Jerusalem. In Tel Aviv, hostages’

relatives marched with coffins to

symbolize the toll.

Militants seized Hersh Goldb-

erg-Polin, 23, and four of the other

hostages at a music festival in

southern Israel during Hamas’

Oct. 7 attack, which triggered the

war. 

The native of Berkeley, Calif.,

lost part of his left arm to a grenade

in the attack. In April, a Hamas-is-

sued video showed him alive but

with his left hand missing, sparking

new protests in Israel urging the

government to do more to secure

the hostages’ release.

The army identified the other

dead hostages as Ori Danino, 25;

Eden Yerushalmi, 24; Almog Saru-

si, 27; and Alexander Lobanov, 33;

who were also taken from the mu-

sic festival. The sixth, Carmel Gat,

40, was abducted from the nearby

farming community of Be’eri. 

It said the bodies were recovered

from a tunnel in the southern Gaza

city of Rafah, around half a mile

from where another hostage, Qaid

Farhan Alkadi, 52, was rescued

alive last week.

Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani, a mili-

tary spokesperson, said the army

believed there were hostages in the

area but had no specific intelli-

gence. He said Israeli forces found

the bodies several dozen yards un-

derground as “ongoing combat”

was underway, but that there was

no firefight in the tunnel itself. 

He said there was no doubt that

Hamas had killed them.

Hamas has offered to release the

hostages in return for an end to the

war, the withdrawal of Israeli forc-

es and the release of a large num-

ber of Palestinian prisoners, in-

cluding high-profile militants.

Izzat al-Rishq, a senior Hamas

official, said the hostages would

still be alive if Israel had accepted a

U.S.- backed cease-fire proposal

that Hamas said it had agreed to

back in July.

Netanyahu has vowed to contin-

ue the war until Hamas is de-

stroyed and says military pressure

is needed to bring home the host-

ages. 

Israel’s Channel 12 reported that

he got into a shouting match at a se-

curity Cabinet meeting late Thurs-

day with his defense minister,

Yoav Gallant, who accused him of

prioritizing control of a strategic

corridor along the Gaza-Egypt bor-

der — a major sticking point in the

talks — over the lives of the host-

ages. 

Israel recovers bodies of 6 hostages in Gaza
BY JOSEF FEDERMAN

Associated Press

The Hostages Families Forum via AP 

This combination of six undated photos shows hostages, from top left, Hersh Goldberg-Polin, Ori Danino,
Eden Yerushalmi, from bottom left, Almog Sarusi, Alexander Lobanov, and Carmel Gat, who were held
hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. 

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip

— Palestinian health authorities

and United Nations agencies on

Sunday began a large-scale cam-

paign of vaccinations against polio

in the Gaza Strip, hoping to pre-

vent an outbreak in the territory

that has been ravaged by the Is-

rael-Hamas war.

Authorities plan to vaccinate

children in central Gaza until

Wednesday before moving on to

the more devastated northern and

southern parts of the strip. The

campaign began with a small

number of vaccinations on Satur-

day and aims to reach about

640,000 children.

The World Health Organization

has said Israel agreed to limited

pauses in the fighting to facilitate

the campaign. There were initial

reports of Israeli strikes in central

Gaza early Sunday, but it was not

immediately known if anyone was

killed or wounded. The pause end-

ed Sunday afternoon, according to

a schedule released by Israel.

Hospitals in Deir al-Balah and

Nuseirat confirmed that the cam-

paign had begun. Israel has said

the vaccination program will con-

tinue through Sept. 9 and last eight

hours a day.

Gaza recently reported its first

polio case in 25 years — a 10-

month-old boy, now paralyzed in

the leg. The World Health Organi-

zation says the presence of a pa-

ralysis case indicates there could

be hundreds more who have been

infected but aren’t showing symp-

toms.

Most people who have polio do

not experience symptoms, and

those who do usually recover in a

week or so. 

But there is no cure, and when

polio causes paralysis, it is usually

permanent. If the paralysis affects

breathing muscles, the disease

can be fatal.

The vaccination campaign fac-

es challenges, from ongoing fight-

ing to devastated roads and hospi-

tals shut down by the war. Around

90% of Gaza’s population of 2.3

million people have been dis-

placed within the besieged territo-

ry, with hundreds of thousands

crammed into squalid tent camps.

Health officials have expressed

alarm about disease outbreaks as

uncollected garbage has piled up

and the bombing of critical infras-

tructure has sent putrid water

flowing through the streets. Polio

is spread through fecal matter.

Widespread hunger has left peo-

ple even more vulnerable to ill-

ness.

The vaccinations will be admin-

istered at roughly 160 sites across

the territory, including medical

centers and schools. 

Polio vaccinations
begin in Gaza after
1st case in 25 years

Associated Press

ABDEL KAREEM HANA/AP 

A health worker administers a
polio vaccine to a child at a
hospital in Deir al-Balah, central
Gaza Strip, on Sunday.

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates

— Yemen’s Houthi rebels fired

two missiles targeting a Liberian-

flagged container ship in the Gulf

of Aden, though the projectiles

splashed down nearby without

causing any damage, authorities

said Saturday. 

The attack comes after the

Houthis repeatedly assaulted and

then boarded a Greek-flagged oil

tanker in the nearby Red Sea,

planting explosives on it they later

detonated. 

That attack, the worst in weeks,

risked a major oil spill as the re-

bels’ campaign disrupts the $1 tril-

lion in goods that pass through the

Red Sea each year over the Israel-

Hamas war in the Gaza Strip, as

well as halting some aid ship-

ments to conflict-ravaged Sudan

and Yemen. 

In the attack Friday night, two

missiles exploded in close prox-

imity to the vessel some 150 miles

east of Aden, the British military’s

United Kingdom Maritime Trade

Operations center said. 

The ship “reports all crew are

safe and proceeding to next port of

call,” the UKMTO said. “Investi-

gations are ongoing.” 

The Joint Maritime Informa-

tion Center, a multinational body

overseen by the U.S. Navy, on Sat-

urday identified the vessel target-

ed as the Liberian-flagged con-

tainer ship Groton. The Groton

came under attack Aug. 3 as well

in a similar Houthi assault off

Aden that included two missiles

fired at the vessel, with one caus-

ing minor damage. 

The ship “was targeted due to

other vessels within its company

structure making recent port calls

in Israel,” the center said. 

Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree, a

Houthi military spokesman,

claimed the attack in a prerecord-

ed video address aired Saturday

night. He claimed, without offer-

ing evidence, the missiles hit the

Groton. Saree and other Houthi

officials have exaggerated details

about attacks in the past. 

The Houthis have targeted

more than 80 vessels with missiles

and drones since the war in Gaza

started in October. 

Yemen’s Houthi rebels fire
2 missiles at a container
ship as an oil tanker burns

Associated Press
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Russian air defenses intercepted and de-

stroyed 158 Ukrainian drones overnight, in-

cluding two over Moscow and nine over the

surrounding region, the Defense Ministry

said Sunday.

Forty-six of the drones were over the Kursk

region, where Ukraine has sent its forces in re-

cent weeks in the largest incursion on Russian

soil since World War II. A further 34 were shot

over the Bryansk region, 28 over the Voronezh

region, and 14 over the Belgorod region — all

of which border Ukraine.

Drones were also shot down deeper into

Russia, including one each in the Tver region,

northwest of Moscow, and the Ivanovo region,

northeast of the Russian capital. Russia’s De-

fense Ministry said drones were intercepted

over 15 regions, while one other governor said

adrone was shot down over his region, too.

Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin said that

falling debris from one of the two drones shot

down over the city caused a fire at an oil refin-

ery.

Ukrainian drone strikes have brought the

fight far from the front line into the heart of

Russia. Since the beginning of the year, Uk-

raine has stepped up aerial assaults on Rus-

sian soil, targeting refineries and oil terminals

to slow down the Kremlin’s assault.

Meanwhile, Russia’s Defense Ministry said

Sunday it had taken control of the towns of Piv-

nichne and Vyimka, in Ukraine’s Donetsk re-

gion. The Associated Press could not indepen-

dently verify the claim.

Russian forces have been driving deeper in-

to the partly occupied eastern region, the total

capture of which is one of the Kremlin’s pri-

mary ambitions. Russia’s army is closing in on

Pokrovsk, a critical logistics hub for the Ukrai-

nian defense in the area.

At least three people were killed and nine

wounded on Sunday in Russian shelling in the

town of Kurakhove, some 20 miles south of

Pokrovsk, Donetsk regional Gov. Vadym Fi-

lashkin said.

Also on Sunday, 44 people were wounded

when Russia attacked the Kharkiv regional

capital, also called Kharkiv, Mayor Ihor Te-

rekhov said. The city was struck by 10 missiles,

with a shopping center, a sports facility and

residential buildings among those damaged.

Elsewhere in Ukraine overnight, eight

drones were shot down out of 11 launched by

Russia, according to the Ukrainian air force.

One person was killed and four wounded in

shelling overnight in the Sumy region, local of-

ficials said. 

The developments in the fighting occurred

on the heels of Ukrainian President Volody-

myr Zelenskyy’s announcement Friday that

he fired the commander of the country’s air

force Friday, four days after an F-16 warplane

that Ukraine received from its Western part-

ners crashed during a Russian bombardment

and killed the pilot. The order to dismiss Lt.

Gen. Mykola Oleshchuk was published on the

presidential website.

“We need to protect people. Protect person-

nel. Take care of all our soldiers,” Zelenskyy

said in an address minutes after the order was

published. He said Ukraine needs to strength-

en its army on the command level. Lt. Gen.

Anatolii Kryvonozhko was appointed acting

air force commander.

The dismissal came on the same day that

Oleshchuk directed scathing criticism at a

lawmaker who is deputy head of the Ukrai-

nian parliament’s defense committee for her

claims that the F-16 was downed by a Patriot

air-defense system. Ukraine has received an

unspecified number of the U.S.-made sys-

tems.

Mariana Bezuhla cited unnamed sources

for her claim and demanded punishment for

those responsible for the error. 

Oleshchuk accused Bezuhla of defaming

the air force and discrediting U.S. arms manu-

facturers and said that he hoped she would

face legal consequences for her claims.

“The truth will win,” Bezuhla posted on X

shortly after the dismissal order was publish-

ed. The air force did not directly deny that the

F-16 was hit by a Patriot missile.

U.S. experts have joined the Ukrainian in-

vestigation into the crash, the air force said.

Russia says it downed over 150 Ukrainian drones
Associated Press

GENEVA — The head of the World

Health Organization believes the ongoing

mpox outbreaks in Africa might be stopped

in the next six months, and said Friday that

the agency’s first shipment of vaccines

should arrive in Congo within days. 

To date, Africa has received just a tiny

fraction of the vaccines needed to slow the

spread of the virus, especially in Congo,

which has the most cases — more than

18,000 suspected cases and 629 deaths.

“With the governments’ leadership and

close cooperation between partners, we be-

lieve we can stop these outbreaks in the

next six months,” WHO Director-General

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.

He said that while mpox infections have

been rising quickly in the last few weeks,

there have been relatively few deaths. Te-

dros also noted there were 258 cases of the

newest version of mpox, with patients iden-

tified in Burundi, Rwanda, Kenya, Uganda,

Sweden and Thailand.

Last month, WHO declared the ongoing

mpox outbreaks in Africa a global emergen-

cy, hoping to spur a robust global response

to the disease on a continent where cases

were spreading largely unnoticed for years,

including in Nigeria.

Mpox, also known as monkeypox, is relat-

ed to smallpox but typically causes milder

symptoms. Mpox is typically spread via

close skin-to-skin contact. 

WHO: Outbreaks
of mpox could be
ended in months

Associated Press

TOKYO — Tropical Storm Shanshan

brought torrential rain Sunday to Japan’s

Shizuoka area southwest of Tokyo, as

weather officials warned it would linger for

several more days.

Shanshan had packed maximum winds of

40 mph when it made landfall Thursday,

leaving six dead and landslides, flooded riv-

ers, torn branches and scattered debris in

its path. In southwestern Japan, people

were busy cleaning up muddied homes and

throwing out broken appliances.

One person was missing and 127 people

were injured, according to Japanese public

broadcaster NHK, which compiles reports

from local governments.

Shanshan was traveling extremely slow-

ly and barely moving Sunday evening, the

Japan Meteorological Agency said.

It triggered rainfall in an extensive area,

even in places not in its path, such as the

northernmost main island of Hokkaido, ac-

cording to the agency. Some homes became

lopsided as roofs caved in, while vehicles

passed through brown water. 

Shanshan initially crept across the south-

western islands of Kyushu and Shikoku,

then reached the main island of Honshu,

meandering into coastal waters but later

moving back onto land. 

Landslide warnings were issued in parts

of Hamamatsu and Izu cities in Shizuoka

prefecture, 110 miles southwest of Tokyo,

and Yokohama in Kanagawa, a port city

near Tokyo, as well as at-risk spots in To-

kyo. 

People living in areas at risk for land-

slides were told to evacuate to local stadi-

ums and community centers. Shanshan was

expected to gradually move north Monday

then out over the Sea of Japan. 

The Japan Meteorological Agency said

Shanshan was weakening, but another

storm was developing near the Philippines,

which could grow into a typhoon. 

YUYA SHINO, KYODO NEWS/AP

People look at debris stuck on a bridge over a river in Ninomiyamachi, southwest of
Tokyo, on Friday, following a severe weather system in the area. Tropical Storm
Shanshan brought torrential rain Sunday to Japan’s Shizuoka.

Deadly storm
sweeps through
Japan; heavy
rain could linger

BY YURI KAGEYAMA

Associated Press 
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SAO PAULO — The blocking of

social media platform X in Brazil

divided users and politicians over

the legitimacy of the ban, and

many Brazilians on Saturday had

difficulty and doubts over naviga-

ting other social media in its ab-

sence.

The shutdown of Elon Musk’s

platform started early Saturday,

making it largely inaccessible on

both the web and through mobile

apps after the billionaire refused

to name a legal representative to

the country, missing a deadline

imposed by Supreme Court Jus-

tice Alexandre de Moraes. The

blockade marks an escalation in a

monthslong feud between Musk

and de Moraes over free speech,

far-right accounts and misinfor-

mation. Brazil is one of the biggest

markets for X, with tens of mil-

lions of users. 

“I’ve got the feeling that I have

no idea what’s happening in the

world right now. Bizarre,” enter-

tainment writer and heavy X user

Chico Barney wrote on Threads.

Threads is a text-based app devel-

oped by Instagram that Barney

was using as an alternative. “This

Threads algorithm is like an all-

you-can-eat restaurant where the

waiter keeps serving things I

would never order.”

Bluesky, a social media plat-

form that was launched last year

as an alternative to X and other

more established sites, reported a

large influx of Brazilians in the

past couple of days. The company

said Friday it has seen about

200,000 new users from Brazil

sign up during that time, and the

number “continues to grow by the

minute.” Brazilian users are also

setting records for activities such

as follows and likes, Bluesky said.

Previous users of other plat-

forms welcomed Brazilians to

their ranks. “Hello literally every-

one in Brazil,” a user wrote on

Threads. “We’re a lot nicer than

Twitter here,” said another.

Platform migration isn’t new for

Brazilians. They were huge adop-

ters of Orkut and, when Orkut

went kaput, they very gladly

moved to other platforms. 

X is not as popular in Brazil as

Facebook, Instagram, YouTube or

TikTok. However, it remains an

important platform on which Bra-

zilians engage in political debates

and is highly influential among

politicians, journalists and other

opinion makers. 

On first day without X, Brazilians feel disconnected
BY GABRIELA SA PESSOA

Associated Press

The union that represents workers at

both of Canada’s largest freight railroads

has filed the lawsuits it had promised chal-

lenging the orders that forced employees

back to work and got the trains moving

again, the union announced Friday.

The lawsuits were filed Thursday after-

noon, the Teamsters Canada Rail Confe-

rence said. But they won’t stop the trains be-

cause the government has ordered the

union to stay on the job while the arbitration

process plays out.

“The right to collectively bargain is a con-

stitutional guarantee. Without it, unions

lose leverage to negotiate better wages and

safer working conditions for all Cana-

dians,” the union’s president, Paul Bouch-

er, said Friday. “We are confident that the

law is on our side, and that workers will

have their voices heard.”

One of the railroads, CPKC, declined to

comment. A spokesperson for the other rail-

road, Canadian National, said, “CN would

have preferred a negotiated settlement.

However, after nine months of attempting

to reach a settlement, it was evident that the

Teamsters were not looking for a resolution

and were happy to keep applying pressure

by inflicting damage to the Canadian econo-

my.”

The lockouts stopped traffic in Canada on

the crucial railroads last month and halted

shipments to and from the United States,

cutting off delivery of raw materials, along

with shipping of finished products from fac-

tories and to retail shelves. They lasted a lit-

tle over a day at CN and four days at CPKC.

The union doesn’t want to let the prece-

dent stand that the government can block a

strike and remove a union’s leverage in ne-

gotiations. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s

government stepped into the contract dis-

pute after both CN and CPKC locked out

their workers Aug. 22. Trudeau said he had

been reluctant to intervene but saw no other

option because of the railroads’ economic

importance.

Canadian rail union files lawsuits challenging back-to-work orders
Associated Press
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Contract to replace
collapsed bridge awarded

MD BALTIMORE —

Maryland transpor-

tation leaders on Thursday ap-

proved a contract for rebuilding

the Francis Scott Key Bridge sev-

eral months after the 1.6-mile

steel span collapsed under the im-

pact of a massive container ship

that lost power and crashed into

one of its supporting columns.

They cited a 2028 completion

date and estimated the project

would cost $1.7 billion and would

include significantly more pier

protection to better defend

against future wayward ships.

At a monthly meeting Thursday

morning, the Maryland Transpor-

tation Authority board awarded a

$73 million contract for the first

phase of the project to Kiewit In-

frastructure.

Mass killing of barred
owls may start in spring

WA SEATTLE — As soon

as next spring, barred

owls will be shot in the woods in a

plan finalized last week. As many

as 450,000 barred owls could be

killed in three states over the next

30 years in an effort to save the

spotted owl.

The cull is necessary to prevent

extinction of the spotted owl,

which is being pushed out of its

native range by the barred owl, a

native of the East Coast, said Kes-

sina Lee, state supervisor for the

Oregon office of the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service.

The goal is not to eliminate

barred owls, but to ensure both

species survive, she said. 

Plane lands on highway,
then is hit by vehicle

NC GREENSBORO — A

small plane that had

made an emergency landing on a

highway near an airport was hit

by a vehicle, injuring one of the

aircraft’s occupants, authorities

said.

The single-engine plane experi-

enced a mechanical failure and

put out a distress call around 8

p.m. Wednesday to Piedmont

Triad International Airport,

Greensboro police said.

The plane landed on westbound

Interstate 840 at the junction with

Interstate 73, and after it stopped,

a passenger vehicle hit it, police

said. One of the two people on the

plane was taken to a hospital with

a minor injury, police said.

Greensboro police will investi-

gate the crash. The National

Transportation Safety Board will

investigate the cause of the air-

plane malfunction.

Wolf pack that attacked
livestock to be relocated

CO DENVER — Wildlife

agencies are trying to

capture and relocate the first pack

of wolves that formed under Col-

orado’s ambitious wolf reintro-

duction program after the ani-

mals repeatedly attacked live-

stock, marking an early stumble

in the voter-driven initiative.

The move comes only a week af-

ter state officials touted three

pups born to the Copper Creek

pack, which formed after 10 of the

predators were released in De-

cember over bitter opposition

from livestock groups. The pack

has at least two adults.

The bid to capture them goes

against Colorado’s wolf manage-

ment plan that was adopted last

year. It included guidance that re-

location “has little technical mer-

it” because it could create prob-

lems elsewhere if the animals

continue attacking livestock. The

plan calls for using non-lethal ap-

proaches, such as patrolling

ranches with range riders and

scaring away problem wolves, or

killing them if necessary to stop

ongoing attacks on livestock.

Officials did not say where the

pack would be relocated, nor

whether they would be released

into the wild or kept in captivity.

Boar’s Head plant linked
to outbreak cited before

VA JARRATT — A Boar’s

Head deli meat plant in

Virginia tied to a deadly food poi-

soning outbreak repeatedly vio-

lated federal regulations, includ-

ing instances of mold, insects, li-

quid dripping from ceilings, and

meat and fat residue on walls,

floors and equipment, newly re-

leased records show.

Government inspectors logged

69 instances of “noncompliance”

with federal rules in the past year,

including several in recent weeks,

according to documents released

through federal Freedom of Infor-

mation Act requests.

Inspections at the plant have

been suspended and it will remain

closed “until the establishment is

able to demonstrate it can pro-

duce safe product,” U.S. Agricul-

ture Department officials said in a

statement Thursday. Boar’s Head

officials halted production at the

Jarratt, Va., plant in late July.

The plant has been linked to the

deaths of at least nine people and

hospitalizations of about 50 others

in 18 states. 

Between Aug. 1, 2023, and Aug.

2, 2024, inspectors found “heavy

discolored meat buildup” and

“meat overspray on walls and

large pieces of meat on the floor.”

They also documented flies “go-

ing in and out” of pickle vats and

“black patches of mold” on a ceil-

ing. One inspector detailed blood

puddled on the floor and “a rancid

smell in the cooler.” Plant staff

were repeatedly notified that they

had failed to meet requirements,

the documents showed.

Water woes shutter
hotels at Grand Canyon

AZ GRAND CANYON NA-

TIONAL PARK — A se-

ries of breaks in the Grand Can-

yon’s only water pipeline prompt-

ed park officials to take unprece-

dented action with what they call

“Stage 4” water restrictions, forc-

ing the sudden shutdown of over-

night hotel stays during one of the

busiest times of the year.

Since July 8, the park has faced

challenges with its water supply

and has been implementing vari-

ous levels of water restrictions.

Now, officials said, no water is

currently being pumped to the

canyon’s south or north rims.

The 12.5 mile-long Transca-

nyon Waterline, built in the 1960s,

supplies potable water for facili-

ties on the South Rim and inner

canyon. Park officials say it has

exceeded its expected lifespan.

First arrest made under
new ban on face masks

NY NEW YORK — Police

made the first arrest

under a new local law banning

face masks, officials announced

last week.

Nassau County Police say offi-

cers on Aug. 25 responded to re-

ports of a suspicious person on a

street near the Levittown and

Hicksville town line, about 30

miles east of Manhattan. They

found Wesslin Omar Ramirez

Castillo wearing black clothing

and a black ski mask that covered

his face, except for his eyes.

The department said the 18-

year-old displayed other suspi-

cious behavior, including at-

tempting to conceal a large bulge

in his waistband and refusing to

comply with the officers’ com-

mands.

Officers say the bulge turned

out to be a 14-inch knife. Ramirez

Castillo was arrested without fur-

ther incident, police said.

High winds, possible
tornado derail train cars 

ND STEELE — Strong

winds knocked nearly

four dozen train cars off a track in

North Dakota, part of a storm sys-

tem that spurred reports of five

tornadoes across the Dakotas.

BNSF Railway spokesperson

Kendall Sloan said a train was

stopped due to a tornado warning

Wednesday night near the town of

Steele, N.D., when high winds

from a suspected tornado caused

43 empty coal cars to derail.

No one was hurt, and no hazard-

ous materials were in the cars,

Sloan said in an email. BNSF clea-

nup crews were at the site on

Thursday.

The National Weather Service

said three potential tornadoes

were reported in north-central

South Dakota on Wednesday

night, and two were reported in

North Dakota. Storm survey

teams on Thursday were trying to

verify if damage was from torna-

does or straight-line winds. No in-

juries were reported.

Errant ostrich brings
traffic to a halt 

SD SIOUX FALLS — An

ostrich brought traffic

to a halt in Sioux Falls on Tuesday

as motorists tried to lure and

nudge the towering bird off a mul-

tilane thoroughfare.

Drivers called Sioux Falls po-

lice just before noon to report the

roughly 7-foot-tall bird in the mid-

dle of a busy four-lane road.

As police and animal officials

responded, motorists hopped out

of their cars and managed to care-

fully corral the flightless bird.

Video shot by bystanders showed

people coaxing the bird off the

road by offering up food in a plas-

tic container and a few gentle

nudges.

A police spokesman said the

bird was among several ostriches

being hauled in a trailer owned by

an out-of-state traveler before it

escaped. The owner helped cap-

ture the bird and managed to get it

back into the trailer.

DAMIAN DOVARGANES/AP 

A young boy throws a glider into the sky over a parking lot last week at the Cabrillo Way Marina in the San
Pedro neighborhood of Los Angeles. 

Taking flight

From The Associated Press and Tribune News

Service
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T
he second season of “Pa-

chinko,” now streaming,

delicately captures the

plight of ethnic Koreans

brought to Japan during colonial

rule and their descendants, ex-

ploring themes of home and iden-

tity through several generations.

The award-winning series,

based on the New York Times

bestselling novel, is back on Apple

TV+ with eight episodes that fol-

low four generations of an immi-

grant Korean family living in Ja-

pan since before World War II.

The star-studded cast includes

Oscar-winning actor Youn Yuh-

jung and Korean actor Lee Minho.

Many ethnic Koreans were

brought to Japan, often forcibly, to

work in mines and factories dur-

ing the country’s 1910-1945 coloni-

al rule of Korea. They were treat-

ed as second-class citizens and

faced discrimination, which the

series portrays.

Youn, who plays the older ver-

sion of protagonist Sunja, said she

was largely unfamiliar with the

situation of ethnic Koreans in Ja-

pan — known as Zainichi Koreans

— before she spoke with actor Soji

Arai, who plays Mozasu, the son of

her character. Arai was born into

an ethnic Korean family in Japan. 

“It broke my heart and I cried

inside because I felt so bad after

hearing about their stories,” Youn

told The Associated Press. 

The second season continues

Sunja’s story as she struggles to

feed her sons Noa and Mozasu

during the war.

In the series, ethnic Koreans

face discrimination generation af-

ter generation. In one episode, a

Japanese worker at a wartime Na-

gasaki factory refers to his Korean

colleagues as “roaches” that

“keep multiplying.”

Decades later, Sunja’s grandson

Solomon nearly explodes at a Ja-

panese store clerk whom he thinks

is showing discrimination over his

grandmother’s Korean heritage.

He senses that discrimination will

follow him even after attaining

academic and professional cre-

dentials.

The series is in Japanese, Ko-

rean and English with subtitles

and is based on Korean American

author Min Jin Lee’s novel, titled

after a Japanese game played in

arcades where ethnic Koreans of-

ten worked in jobs typically

shunned by Japanese.

Youn said she portrayed Sunja

as “intimidated, scared and feel-

ing small,” believing discrimina-

tion is her fault due to endless ex-

posure to it. Youn added that she

has felt similarly in her own life,

having an “inferiority complex”

over her struggles with the Eng-

lish language.

Around half a million ethnic Ko-

reans still live in Japan. Although

many have become naturalized

Japanese citizens, about half a

million have not and are officially

considered foreigners.

Executive producer and show-

runner Soo Hugh said she was

“nervous” about how the show

would be received among Zainichi

Koreans, but that she was happy to

learn that it had resonated “really

emotionally.” 

“This is their story,” she told the

AP, adding that she had to unlearn

previous history education to un-

derstand “from the point of view

of the people on the ground,” in-

cluding those in Nagasaki.

When Youn was asked if she

was concerned about playing a

role in a series touching on sensi-

tive parts of East Asian history,

Youn said no. “We are talking

about the past,” she said. “I am not

a politician, so it doesn’t matter to

me.”

Hugh said the series gradually

transitions from the family’s day-

to-day survival to answering big

questions about their shifting

identities: “What does it mean to

live a good life ... knowing that Ja-

pan is now my home?” 

These are familiar questions to

Hugh, who is Korean American.

“So many Korean immigrants

come to America and think, ’We’ll

make a better life, but I’m not go-

ing to die in America because Ko-

rea is my home. ... You know, a

year goes by, then a year, another

year, and then another year,”

Hugh said. 

“It must feel really sad to know

that you’re not going to die where

you want to die. And that’s, I think,

something so many of our charac-

ters confront in this show,” she

said.

Youn said that people will al-

ways carry their identity with

them despite circumstances. “I

see many people who try their best

to erase (their Korean identity),”

she said. “I really don’t like that.

There is no need to do that.”

“Pachinko” Season 2 is availa-

ble on Apple TV+ platforms.

‘It broke my heart and I cried inside’
Second season of ‘Pachinko’ explores
challenges for ethnic Koreans in Japan

BY JUWON PARK

Associated Press

APPLE TV+/AP

Youn Yuh-jung is pictured in a scene from “Pachinko.” Youn, an Oscar winner for the 2020 film “Minari,”
plays the older version of the show’s protagonist, Sunja. “Pachinko” is now streaming on Apple TV+.

“It must feel really
sad to know that
you’re not going 
to die where you

want to die. 
And that’s, I think,

something so
many of our
characters
confront in 
this show.”

Soo Hugh
“Pachinko” executive producer

and showrunner

CJ RIVERA, INVISION/AP

ESPN is looking at using artifi-

cial intelligence to create person-

alized “SportsCenter” shows for

subscribers to its Flagship

streaming service that is expected

to launch in fall 2025, according to

the network’s chief executive.

The idea is one of several in the

works that were discussed at a

news conference by ESPN Chair-

man Jimmy Pitaro on Wednesday,

including a “Where to Watch”

guide that debuted that day on

ESPN.com and the ESPN app.

The personalized “SportsCen-

ter” would be reminiscent of a

popular wrinkle that NBC Sports

offered through its Peacock

streaming service during the

Olympics, where the voice of

broadcaster Al Michaels was used

to create highlights packages tai-

lored to individual interests.

ESPN had few other details of

how it is working to do something

similar for its signature highlights

show. The Flagship streaming

service is expected to include

much of the programming on

ESPN’s main channel and some

other offshoots, marketed to peo-

ple who have abandoned cable or

satellite TV subscriptions.

The “Where to Watch” feature

is billed as an easy-to-use guide

for sports fans to find where to

watch any sports event on ESPN

platforms and beyond, including

broadcast, cable and regional

sports networks and streaming

services.

“Simplifying discovery of sport-

ing events and where a fan can

watch has become increasingly

important as sports viewing has

become fragmented across net-

works and platforms,” said Brian

Marshall, vice president for sports

product and technology for Dis-

ney Entertainment and ESPN.

ESPN said it is designed for fans

to customize searches to prioritize

their favorite teams and sports.

Fans will be able to use the service

to click to events, if they are pay

television or ESPN+ subscribers.

Some partner networks, including

NESN and Monumental Sports,

will also be included.

Pitaro said that ESPN has

talked to various leagues and com-

missioners about how ESPN

streaming can be a potential solu-

tion for troubled regional sports

networks in getting a specific

team’s games to its fans.

“We want to be at least part of

the solution here,” Pitaro said.

ESPN also announced Wednes-

day that it has extended a rights

agreement with the U.S. Tennis

Association that would keep U.S.

Open coverage on the network, on

ABC and streaming services

through 2037.

Other news

“Dancing With the Stars” pro

Artem Chigvintsev was arrested

Aug. 29 and booked on a felony do-

mestic violence charge in Yount-

ville, Calif., according to the local

sheriff’s office. Authorities could

not release any information about

the alleged victim or their rela-

tionship to Chigvintsev, who was

released on $25,000 bail.

Leah Remini and Angelo Pa-

gán are filing for divorce after

more than two decades of mar-

riage. The “King of Queens” star,

54, and “Bosch: Legacy” actor, 56,

announced the news Aug. 29 in a

joint Instagram post.

ESPN aims to offer personalized ‘SportsCenter’ for subscribers
From wire reports
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OPINION

T
he terrible disaster of the collapse

of the Afghanistan government

and sweeping Taliban victory

three years ago was a reversal for

the United States and the international com-

munity, and a serious leadership failure by

the Biden administration. However, the col-

lapse does not have to be a strategic defeat for

the U.S.

Let me explain why. The anniversary of the

debacle is an appropriate time to do so.

The failure of the administration adequate-

ly to prepare for this scenario was devastat-

ing. The background of the debacle has been

investigated, but not thoroughly or publicly.

The fact that the Democrats held majori-

ties in both houses of Congress, along with the

White House, means the party’s congression-

al leaders did not pursue aggressive fact-find-

ing hearings. However, the leaders’ power is

limited, and the scale of a failure this signifi-

cant provides powerful incentive. Republi-

cans now have a narrow House of Represen-

tatives majority and continue to press.

Most striking is that the American with-

drawal from Afghanistan unfolded contrary

to customary procedures, as well as common

sense. Normally, civilians leave first, then the

military, with a rear guard securing exits as

long as necessary.

The explanation is that clearly no one at the

top of the administration believed Afghanis-

tan’s government and military would disinte-

grate immediately. Consequently, there was

no preparation for handling this terrible

worst-case development.

Predictably, various agencies aggressively

leaked to the media that they warned the

White House this collapse was likely to hap-

pen. Skepticism is the right attitude toward

such self-protection, especially in this case.

The Biden administration apparently

failed to coordinate withdrawal with our al-

lies. A substantial international coalition

overthrew the Taliban regime and occupied

the country following the 9/11 terrorist at-

tacks on the United States. The U.S. led this

United Nations and NATO effort, but many

nations have been involved. This again is a

prime topic for in-depth serious investiga-

tion.

There is also a challenge to learn and use

this failure to strengthen as well as repair re-

lations with our closest allies. We should de-

vote sustained attention to working-level mil-

itary and intelligence cooperation, and make

the priority public.

Reports are impressive of British and

French military patrols in Afghanistan oper-

ating beyond the Kabul airport and success-

fully rescuing their citizens, Afghan nationals

and some Americans. Permitting American

forces guarding the airport to join them

should have been done. In April 1975, as South

Vietnam collapsed, U.S. officials emphasized

efforts to rescue our citizens and allies.

“Someone to talk to” is how McGeorge

Bundy, President John F. Kennedy’s national

security adviser, described Anglo-American

rapport. Fundamental affinity helped forge

an enduring special relationship during the

total struggle of World War II.

Commentary on Afghanistan regularly re-

ferred to the disastrous Soviet invasion and

ultimate defeat in the 1980s, but usually over-

looked the earlier history of British engage-

ment. During the 19th century, the British ex-

perienced military defeat, but eventually

achieved influence. Condemnation of Presi-

dent Joe Biden by Britain’s Parliament pro-

vides powerful evidence for necessary repair

of relations.

Britain’s influence in Afghanistan proved

to be of particularly important strategic help

during World War II. That nation remained

neutral, reinforcing the importance of the

then-colony of India. The grand goal of Ger-

many and Japan linking forces in South Asia

failed.

The two-decade occupation of Afghanistan

has brought extensive economic and social

modernization. That clock cannot be turned

back completely, and economic aid to the na-

tion provides useful practical leverage.

Electronic surveillance and human agents

are essential to monitor the Taliban. No doubt

this is happening, but should be a top priority.

The effort to transform Afghanistan was

misguided. In future realism, calculated di-

plomacy and selective aid should guide policy

—not failed utopianism.

Learn More: Hans Morgenthau, “Politics

Among Nations.”

Lessons of the Afghanistan withdrawal disaster
BY ARTHUR I. CYR

Special to Stars and Stripes

Arthur I. Cyr at Carthage College is the author of “After the
Cold War,” “Liberal Politics in Britain,” and other books.

T
he Supreme Court’s presidential

immunity ruling was a punching

bag at last month’s Democratic Na-

tional Convention, where it was

lambasted by speaker after speaker, and in

Congress, where Senate Majority Leader

Chuck Schumer of New York is threatening

legislation to strip the justices of jurisdiction.

Democrats believe, probably rightly, that the

issue is a political winner for them, and a use-

ful bludgeon against the court’s conservative

majority.

That’s the backdrop for prosecutors’ ag-

gressive superseding indictment of former

President Donald Trump for trying to over-

turn the 2020 election. If Trump wins this No-

vember, the case will end. But if Vice Presi-

dent Kamala Harris wins, prosecutors are

making sure the immunity ruling, and Trump,

will remain in the political spotlight. Years of

ongoing litigation will provide a constant

source of polarizing political material, but the

effects on the judiciary and the country might

be less sanguine.

In his July opinion in Trump v. United

States, Chief Justice John Roberts explained

that prosecutors may not criminally charge

presidents for exercising their “core constitu-

tional powers.” That meant Trump’s commu-

nications with his Justice Department in the

course of his efforts to reverse the election had

to be excluded from the indictment.

As for other official acts, such as Trump’s ef-

forts to persuade Vice President Mike Pence

to somehow intervene in Congress’ electoral-

vote count on Jan. 6, 2021, the Supreme Court

said Trump is “presumptively immune.” But

it left open the possibility that prosecutors

could “rebut the presumption of immunity.”

The Biden Justice Department could have

responded to the ruling in a number of ways. It

could have paused to let the next attorney gen-

eral decide how to proceed. It could have

changed the indictment — particularly by re-

moving Trump’s browbeating of Pence — in

an effort to minimize further friction with the

courts. Instead, prosecutors barreled ahead

with the Pence allegations and as much of the

original indictment as the Roberts ruling con-

ceivably tolerates. The new indictment sig-

nals that they’ll pursue every angle to prose-

cute Trump to the maximum extent the high

court will allow, come hell or high water.

As a former Trump Justice Department of-

ficial told The Wall Street Journal, prosecu-

tors are “daring the justices to rebuke them

again.” Their strategy might well work. Only a

bare majority of five justices fully joined the

ruling in Trump v. United States. One or more

conservative justices might balk at a second

immunity ruling in Trump’s favor, especially

given Democrats’ political pressure. After all,

one thing that probably caught the Supreme

Court’s attention the first time around was that

prosecutors were trying to rush Trump’s trial

in time to influence the 2024 election. Next

time around, the political timeline might be

less of a concern.

The Justice Department is also testing the

limits of the Supreme Court’s ruling in another

Jan. 6 case, Fischer v. United States. That case

substantially narrowed a 2002 obstruction law

that prosecutors used against some Capitol

rioters and Trump. The department claimed

that it could cover any improper influence of a

proceeding, including protests that delay a

proceeding. In June, the Supreme Court ruled

that prosecutors had overreached. In another

opinion by Roberts, the court said the law only

covered efforts to interfere with a proceeding

by impairing records or evidence.

Yet the Justice Department is audaciously

continuing to use the charge against other se-

lect riot defendants, apparently on the theory

that they “were aware that this proceeding in-

volved records” — “specifically, the electoral

votes Congress was to consider.” But what

government proceeding doesn’t involve rec-

ords? Here, prosecutors aren’t so much trying

earnestly to comply with the Supreme Court’s

ruling as openly testing what they can get

away with. The superseding indictment

against Trump also keeps the same obstruc-

tion charges despite the ruling in Fischer.

Regardless of how the Supreme Court ulti-

mately responds to these challenges, it’s easy

to see, as a matter of realpolitik, why a Justice

Department led by Democrats would attempt

them. The Supreme Court might be an obsta-

cle to Harris’ ability to implement some poli-

cies by executive order. Why not keep its con-

troversial rulings in the spotlight and its feet to

the fire?

The vice president said during her conven-

tion acceptance speech that America has a

“fleeting opportunity to move past the bitter-

ness, cynicism and divisive battles of the

past.” That will certainly look quaint if, as the

2026 midterms approach, the news cycle is

dominated by a Trump trial in D.C. — and if his

appeals from conviction put the Supreme

Court on the spot again in 2028.

The legal landscape is murky, but at least

the indictment makes one thing clear: Some

“divisive battles of the past” can be awfully

convenient to keep alive. Even a politically de-

feated Trump could be a political bonanza for

Democrats in a Harris term.

Prosecutors test high court’s limits on Trump, Jan. 6
BY JASON WILLICK

The Washington Post

Jason Willick is a Washington Post columnist focusing on law,
politics and foreign policy.
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ACROSS
 1 Cain’s dad

 5 Dallas cager, 

for short

 8 Lewd material

 12 News reporter 

Logan

 13 French article

 14 Sex educator 

Shere

 15 Airline to Tel Aviv

 16 Free of poison

 18 Man-machine 

hybrid

 20 Hair dryers

 21 British big shots

 23 2500, in Roman 

numerals

 24 Red Sox, at 

Fenway

 28 Online 

auction site

 31 “Selma” director 

DuVernay

 32 Dove alternative

 34 Invoice fig.

 35 River blockers

 37 Loki, for one

 39 $ dispenser

 41 In — (shortly)

 42 — corpus

 45 Product names

 49 Chinese drink

 51 Libertine

 52 Blue shade

 53 Sharing word

 54 Sketched

 55 Differ

 56 7, on older 

phones

 57 Lip

DOWN
 1 Actor Guinness

 2 Emmy-winning 

Tyne

 3 The “A” of UAE

 4 Moses of 

the NBA

 5 Legume used in 

Asian cuisine

 6 Year in Mexico

 7 Air outlet

 8 “Prove it!”

 9 Hodgepodge

 10 Gas co., for one

 11 Sleuths

 17 Quarterback 

Brady

 19 Campus mil. 

group

 22 Pago Pago’s 

place

 24 Owned

 25 Eggs

 26 Her bed was 

too soft

 27 Some Halloween 

candies

 29 I love (Lat.)

 30 Since Jan. 1

 33 Belgian river

 36 Hard and cold

 38 Online  

greetings

 40 “Sheesh!”

 42 “Million Dollar 

Rooms” channel

 43 Bailiwick

 44 Halt

 46 Writer Ephron

 47 Union payment

 48 Does tailoring

 50 Where Lux. is
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SCOREBOARD/NFL

Saturday’s transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
American League

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Designated C
Austin Nola and 3B CJ Alexander for as-
signment. Claimed LF Robbie Grossman
off waivers from Texas. Claimed CF Tom-
my Pham off waivers from St. Louis.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Transferred 3B
Miguel Andujar from the 10-day IL to the
60-day IL. Claimed RHP Janson Junk off
waivers from Houston.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Designated SS
Terrin Vavra for assignment. Selected the
contract of 3B Luis Urías from Tacoma
(PCL). Optioned LHP Gabe Speier to Taco-
ma.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Designated RHP
Erasmo Ramírez for assignment. Placed
LHP Colin Poche on the 15-day IL. Recalled
RHPs Hunter Bigge and Cole Sulser from
Durham (IL). 

TEXAS RANGERS — Recalled 2B Justin
Foscue from Round Rock (PCL). Optioned
RHP Dane Dunning to Round Rock. Select-
ed the contract of RHP Chase Anderson
from Round Rock.

National League

CHICAGO CUBS — Activated RHP Shawn
Armstrong. Optioned RHP Daniel Palencia
to Iowa (IL). Sent RHP Colten Brewer to Io-
wa on a rehab assignment.

CINCINNATI REDS — Designated LHP
Evan Kravetz for assignment. Optioned
RHP Yosver Zulueta to Louisville (IL). Se-
lected the contract of RHP David Bucha-
nan from Louisville. Sent RHP Casey Kelly
outright to Louisville. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Selected the
contract of RHP Brent Honeywell from Ok-
lahoma City (PCL). Recalled RHP Ben Cas-
parius from Oklahoma City. Placed RHP
Joe Kelly and LHP Clayton Kershaw on the
15-day IL

MIAMI MARLINS — Sent RHP Anthony
Bender to Jacksonville (IL) on a rehab as-
signment. Selected the contract of SS José
Devers from Jacksonville. Designated LHP
Jonathan Bermudez for assignment.
Placed 2B Vidal Brujan on the 10-day IL.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Optioned LHP
DL Hall to Nashville (IL).

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Optioned RHP
Sean Reynolds to El Paso (PCL). Recalled
RHP Alek Jacob from El Paso. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Sent C An-
drew Knapp outright to Sacramento (PCL).
Recalled RHP Mason Black from Sacra-
mento. Optioned RHP Austin Warren to
Sacramento. 

BASKETBALL
Women’s National Basketball

Association

LOS ANGELES SPARKS — Released G
Odyssey Sims. Signed G Odyssey Sims to a
seven-day contract. 

FOOTBALL
National Football League

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Signed QB Tyler
Huntley to the practice squad. 

NEW YORK GIANTS — Signed DB Adoree’
Jackson to the active roster. Released FB
Jakob Johnson.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

BOSTON BRUINS — Signed C Tyler John-
son to a professional tryout agreement
(PTO).

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Signed F Seth
Jarvis to an eight-year contract. 

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION — Loaned
MF Noel Buck to Southampton FC (English
Premier League) with purchase option.

National Women’s Soccer League

SAN DIEGO WAVE FC — Loaned F Alex
Mighten to FC Nordsjælland (Danish Su-
perliga) for the remainder of the 2024 sea-
son.

DEALS

MLS

EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA

Inter Miami CF 18 4 5 59 62 40

Cincinnati 16 8 3 51 48 36

Columbus 14 4 7 49 52 24

New York 10 5 12 42 43 34

NYCFC 11 10 6 39 40 36

Charlotte FC 10 9 8 38 31 29

Orlando City 10 10 7 37 42 41

Toronto FC 10 15 3 33 36 50

Atlanta 8 12 7 31 36 38

Philadelphia 7 11 9 30 47 43

D.C. United 7 12 8 29 41 55

CF Montréal 6 12 9 27 35 58

New England 8 15 2 26 28 49

Chicago 6 13 8 26 33 48

Nashville 6 13 8 26 26 44

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA

LA Galaxy 15 5 7 52 52 36

LAFC 14 6 5 47 48 32

Real Salt Lake 13 6 8 47 53 36

Colorado 13 9 5 44 53 45

Vancouver 12 8 5 41 44 35

Portland 11 9 7 40 55 46

Houston 11 8 7 40 37 31

Seattle 11 9 7 40 37 32

Minnesota 10 11 6 36 44 45

Austin FC 9 11 7 34 30 38

FC Dallas 9 12 6 33 44 45

Sporting KC 7 14 6 27 44 52

St Louis City 4 10 12 24 36 50

San Jose 5 20 2 17 34 63

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday, August 24

Seattle 3, Minnesota 2
New York 1, Charlotte FC 1, tie
FC Dallas 4, D.C. United 3
Miami 2, Cincinnati 0
New England 5, CF Montréal 0
Chicago 2, New York City FC 2, tie
Toronto FC 1, Houston 0
Sporting Kansas City 3, Orlando City 0
Austin FC 2, Nashville 0
San Jose 2, Real Salt Lake 0
LA Galaxy 2, Atlanta 0
St Louis City 4, Portland 4, tie

Wednesday’s game

Columbus 1, Philadelphia 0

Saturday’s games

Atlanta 1, Charlotte FC 0
Cincinnati 4, CF Montréal 1
Columbus 4, New York City FC 2
Philadelphia 2, New York 0
Orlando City 3, Nashville 0
D.C. United 3, Toronto FC 1
Vancouver 1, Austin FC 0
Miami 4, Chicago 1
Colorado 3, FC Dallas 2
Real Salt Lake 2, New England 0
Houston 2, Los Angeles FC 0
Portland 1, Seattle 0
Minnesota 2, San Jose 1

Sunday’s game

LA Galaxy at St Louis City

Saturday, Sept. 7

St Louis City at New England
Sporting Kansas City at New York
Seattle at Columbus
D.C. United at Chicago
Los Angeles FC at Houston
FC Dallas at Vancouver

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA

Orlando 12 0 5 41 33 12

Washington 12 4 1 37 36 19

Kansas City 10 2 5 35 41 26

Gotham FC 10 3 4 34 21 13

Portland 8 7 3 27 28 25

North Carolina 8 8 1 25 20 18

Chicago 7 8 2 23 24 25

Bay FC 7 11 0 21 23 31

Louisville 4 7 7 19 26 26

Angel City 5 9 3 18 18 27

Seattle 4 9 5 17 20 30

San Diego 3 8 6 15 13 19

Utah Royals FC 4 11 3 15 13 30

Houston 3 10 5 14 12 27

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday’s game

Bay FC 3, Portland 1

Saturday’s games

Seattle 3, Louisville 2
Utah Royals FC 3, Houston 1

Sunday’s games

Kansas City at North Carolina
Chicago at Angel City
Gotham FC at Orlando
Washington at San Diego

Friday, Sept. 6

Seattle at Angel City

Saturday, Sept. 7

Portland at Washington
Utah Royals FC at Kansas City
Louisville at Bay FC

PRO SOCCER

Milwaukee Mile 250
Race 1
Saturday

At Wisconsin State Fair Park
Milwaukee

Lap length: 1.015 miles
(Start position in parentheses)

1. (6) Pato O’Ward, Dallara-Chevrolet,
250 laps, Running.

2. (5) Will Power, Dallara-Chevrolet, 250,
Running.

3. (25) Conor Daly, Dallara-Chevrolet,
250, Running.

4. (19) Santino Ferrucci, Dallara-Chevro-
let, 250, Running.

5. (12) Alex Palou, Dallara-Honda, 250,
Running.

6. (4) Linus Lundqvist, Dallara-Honda,
250, Running.

7. (3) Alexander Rossi, Dallara-Chevro-
let, 250, Running.

8. (1) Scott McLaughlin, Dallara-Chevro-
let, 250, Running.

9. (26) Christian Lundgaard, Dallara-
Honda, 250, Running.

10. (17) Scott Dixon, Dallara-Honda, 250,
Running.

11. (23) Christian Rasmussen, Dallara-
Chevrolet, 250, Running.

12. (15) Kyle Kirkwood, Dallara-Honda,
250, Running.

13. (8) Felix Rosenqvist, Dallara-Honda,
250, Running.

14. (13) Rinus VeeKay, Dallara-Chevro-
let, 249, Running.

15. (2) David Malukas, Dallara-Chevro-
let, 249, Running.

16. (14) Jack Harvey, Dallara-Honda, 249,
Running.

17. (24) Nolan Siegal, Dallara-Honda, 249,
Running.

18. (27) Pietro Fittipaldi, Dallara-Honda,
248, Running.

19. (18) Katherine Legge, Dallara-Honda,
248, Running.

20. (21) Graham Rahal, Dallara-Honda,
248, Running.

21. (16) Marcus Armstrong, Dallara-Hon-
da, 247, Running.

22. (10) Colton Herta, Dallara-Honda,
246, Running.

23. (20) Sting Ray Robb, Dallara-Chevro-
let, 244, Running.

24. (9) Romain Grosjean, Dallara-Chev-
rolet, 243, Running.

25. (22) Kyfinn Simpson, Dallara-Honda,
238, Running.

26. (11) Josef Newgarden, Dallara-Chev-
rolet, 146, Did not finish.

27. (7) Marcus Ericsson, Dallara-Honda,
146, Did not finish.

Race Statistics

Average speed of winner: 123.758 mph.
Time of race: 2:03:01.3451.
Margin of victory: 1.8215 seconds.
Cautions: 3 for 38 laps.
Lead changes: 7 among 5 drivers.
Lap leaders: McLaughlin 1-48, Lundqvist

49-67, O’Ward 68-77, Herta 78-86,
McLaughlin 87-118, O’Ward 119-185, Power
186-194, O’Ward 195.

Points: Palou 514, Power 471, Herta 426,
McLaughlin 422, O’Ward 413, Dixon 403,
Kirkwood 360, Newgarden 358, Rossi 321,
Ferrucci 306.

VFW Help A Hero 200
Saturday

At Darlington, S.C.
Lap length: 1.37 miles

(Start position in parentheses)

1. (1) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 150 laps, 0
points.

2. (21) Cole Custer, Ford, 150, 42.
3. (2) Sheldon Creed, Toyota, 150, 50.
4. (16) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 150, 0.
5. (11) Sammy Smith, Chevrolet, 150, 44.
6. (23) Jesse Love, Chevrolet, 150, 31.
7. (26) Shane Van Gisbergen, Chevrolet,

150, 30.
8. (5) Chandler Smith, Toyota, 150, 30.
9. (6) Austin Hill, Chevrolet, 150, 41.
10. (20) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, 150, 37.
11. (15) Joe Graf Jr, Toyota, 150, 26.
12. (24) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 150, 0.
13. (10) Parker Kligerman, Chevrolet,

150, 34.
14. (27) Carson Kvapil, Chevrolet, 150, 23.
15. (29) Noah Gragson, Ford, 150, 0.
16. (30) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, 150, 21.
17. (17) Jeb Burton, Chevrolet, 150, 20.
18. (13) Ryan Sieg, Ford, 150, 19.
19. (22) Matt DiBenedetto, Ford, 150, 18.
20. (28) Brennan Poole, Chevrolet, 150, 17.
21. (34) Ryan Ellis, Chevrolet, 150, 16.
22. (31) Kyle Sieg, Ford, 150, 15.
23. (33) Leland Honeyman, Chevrolet,

150, 14.
24. (35) David Starr, Chevrolet, 150, 13.
25. (12) Corey Heim, Toyota, 150, 0.
26. (14) Anthony Alfredo, Chevrolet, 150,

11.
27. (4) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 149,

26.
28. (3) Sam Mayer, Chevrolet, 149, 9.
29. (38) Greg Van Alst, Chevrolet, 149, 8.
30. (36) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 148,

7.
31. (25) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 146,

6.
32. (7) Brandon Jones, Chevrolet, 146, 5.
33. (37) Chad Finchum, Ford, 142, 7.
34. (32) Blaine Perkins, Ford, 133, 3.
35. (8) Riley Herbst, Ford, 129, 2.
36. (9) Parker Retzlaff, Chevrolet, 125, 1.
37. (19) Kyle Weatherman, Chevrolet, ac-

cident, 54, 1.
38. (18) Joey Logano, Ford, engine, 12, 0.

Race Statistics

Average speed of winner: 110.938 mph.
Time of race: 1:50:49 .
Margin of victory: 0.351 seconds.
Caution flags: 6 for 29 laps.
Lead changes: 12 among 4 drivers.
Lap leaders: C.Bell 0-27; S.Mayer 28-38;

C.Bell 39-48; G.Smithley 49; C.Bell 50-52;
S.Creed 53-57; C.Bell 58-76; S.Creed 77-92;
C.Bell 93; S.Creed 94-96; C.Bell 97-138;
S.Creed 139-144; C.Bell 145-150

Leaders summary (driver, times led,
laps led): C.Bell, 7 times for 108 laps;
S.Creed, 4 times for 30 laps; S.Mayer, 1
time for 11 laps; G.Smithley, 1 time for 1
lap.

Wins: S.Van Gisbergen, 3; J.Allgaier, 2;
C.Smith, 2; A.Hill, 2; S.Mayer, 2; R.Truex, 2;
C.Custer, 1; R.Herbst, 1; J.Love, 1; A.Almiro-
la, 1.

Top 16 in points: 1. J.Allgaier, 843; 2.
C.Custer, 815; 3. C.Smith, 761; 4. A.Hill, 745;
5. S.Creed, 704; 6. A.Allmendinger, 700; 7.
R.Herbst, 667; 8. J.Love, 651; 9. P.Kligerman,
639; 10. S.Smith, 605; 11. R.Sieg, 595; 12.
S.Van Gisbergen, 562; 13. S.Mayer, 536; 14.
B.Jones, 473; 15. A.Alfredo, 456; 16. B.Poole,
395.

AUTO RACING

Tour Championship
PGA Tour
Saturday

At East Lake GC
Atlanta

Yardage: 7,490; Par: 71
Starting strokes in parenthesis

Third Round
Scottie Scheffler (-10) 65-66-66—197 -26
Collin Morikawa (-4) 66-63-67—196 -21
Sahith Theegala (-3) 67-66-66—199 -17
Xander Schauffele (-8) 70-64-71—205 -16
Wyndham Clark (-4) 67-67-68—202 -15
Adam Scott (-3) 66-67-68—201 -15
Sam Burns (-4) 67-68-68—203 -14
Shane Lowry (-3) 69-69-65—203 -13
Hideki Matsuyama (-7) 70-70-68—208 -12
Sungjae Im (-3) 69-68-68—205 -11
Rory McIlroy (-4) 69-69-68—206 -11
Ludvig Aberg (-5) 71-68-68—207 -11
Viktor Hovland (-2) 69-71-65—205 -10
Russell Henley (-2) 67-71-67—205 -10
Taylor Pendrith (-1) 66-69-70—205 -9
Justin Thomas (E) 66-69-70—205 -8
Patrick Cantlay (-4) 69-70-71—210 -7
Matthieu Pavon (-1) 67-69-71—207 -7
Byeong Hun An (-2) 69-71-69—209 -6
Tommy Fleetwood (-1) 70-67-71—208 -6
Tony Finau (-3) 70-66-74—210 -6

FM Championship
LPGA Tour
Saturday

At TPC Boston
Norton, Mass.

Purse: $3.5 million
Yardage: 6,598; Par: 72

Third Round
Jin Young Ko 71-67-67—205 -11
Lauren Coughlin 69-69-69—207 -9
Carlota Ciganda 74-67-67—208 -8
Allisen Corpuz 69-72-67—208 -8
Jeeno Thitikul 69-70-69—208 -8
Alexandra Forsterling 71-71-67—209 -7
Hae-Ran Ryu 69-62-78—209 -7
Ruixin Liu 73-73-64—210 -6
Yealimi Noh 69-68-73—210 -6

GOLF

WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L Pct GB

x-New York 27 6 .818 —

x-Connecticut 23 8 .742 3

Indiana 16 16 .500 10½

Chicago 11 20 .355 15

Atlanta 10 21 .323 16

Washington 9 23 .281 17½

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L Pct GB

x-Minnesota 23 9 .719 —

x-Las Vegas 19 12 .613 3½

x-Seattle 19 12 .613 3½

Phoenix 16 16 .500 7

Dallas 9 22 .290 13½

Los Angeles 7 24 .226 15½

x-clinched playoff spot

Thursday’s games

No games scheduled.

Friday’s games

Dallas 94, Minnesota 76
Indiana 100, Chicago 81
Las Vegas 83, Atlanta 72
New York 98, Seattle 85

Saturday’s games

Connecticut 96, Washington 85

Sunday’s games

Seattle at Connecticut
Chicago at Minnesota
Indiana at Dallas
Las Vegas at Phoenix
Atlanta at Los Angeles

Monday’s games

No games scheduled

Tuesday’s games

Seattle at Connecticut
Washington at Dallas
Atlanta at Phoenix
Chicago at Las Vegas

PRO BASKETBALL

SAN FRANCISCO — A juvenile

suspect is in custody after alleged-

ly shooting San Francisco 49ers

wide receiver Ricky Pearsall in

the chest Saturday afternoon dur-

ing an attempted robbery in cen-

tral San Francisco, officials said.

Pearsall, 23, was in stable condi-

tion at San Francisco General

Hospital and Trauma Center, San

Francisco Police Chief Bill Scott

said during a news briefing Satur-

day.

Pearsall was walking alone

shortly after 3:30 p.m. when a sus-

pect attempted to rob him with a

gun on Geary Boulevard in the

Union Square area.

“A struggle between Mr. Pear-

sall and the suspect ensued and

gunfire from the suspect’s gun

struck both Mr. Pearsall and the

subject,” said Scott, who noted

more than one shot was fired.

Officers in the area responded

immediately and provided emer-

gency medical aid and arrested

the suspect.

Police identified the suspect as

a17-year-old male resident of Tra-

cy, Calif., about 63 miles east of

San Francisco, who was also

transported to San Francisco Gen-

eral. His condition was not imme-

diately disclosed.

A gun allegedly belonging to the

suspect was recovered and inves-

tigators believe he acted alone,

Scott said.

Scott said there was no indica-

tion Pearsall was targeted be-

cause he is a 49ers player.

The 49ers issued a statement

earlier saying Pearsall was hit by

a bullet in the chest and gave his

condition as serious but stable.

“We ask that you please respect

his privacy at this time,” the team

said, adding, “Our thoughts and

prayers are with Ricky and the en-

tire Pearsall family.”

“He’s good,” 49ers teammate

Deebo Samuel posted on X.

“Thank god!!!!”

GODOFREDO A. VÁSQUEZ / AP

San Francisco 49ers first round
draft pick Ricky Pearsall speaks at
a news conference April 26 at the
team’s facility in Santa Clara, Calif.

49ers rookie
WR Pearsall
stable after
being shot

Associated Press

Sept. 2

1924 — Bill Tilden wins his fifth straight
U.S. men’s singles title with a 6-1, 9-7, 6-2
victory over Bill Johnston.

1940 — Byron Nelson wins the PGA by
beating Sam Snead 1-up at the Hershey
Country Club in Pennsylvania.

1965 — Cubs slugger Ernie Banks hits his
MLB 400th career HR off Curt Simmons in
Chicago’s 5-3 win vs. St. Louis at Wrigley
Field; Simmons also gave up Willie Mays’
400th HR in 1963.

1971 — Sixteen-year-old Chris Evert wins
the first of her record 101 U.S. Open match-
es, defeating Edda Buding, 6-1, 6-0, in 42
minutes. Jimmy Connors, playing on 19th
birthday, comes back from a two-set def-
icit to beat Alex Olmedo for his first U.S.
Open victory.

1984 — In his first NFL start, Atlanta’s
Gerald Riggs rushes for 202 yards and
scores two touchdowns as the Falcons
beat New Orleans 36-28.

1991 — Jimmy Connors turns 39 years
old and rallies from a 2-5 fifth-set deficit to
defeat 24-year-old Aaron Krickstein, 3-6,
7-6, 1-6, 6-3, 7-6. The fourth-round Labor
Day match lasts 4 hours and 41 minutes.

2007 — Clay Buchholz throws a no-hitter
in his second career start against the Bal-
timore Orioles.

2008 — Adrian Beltre goes 5 for 6 and hits
for the cycle in a 12-6 Seattle Mariners win
over the Texas Rangers.

AP SPORTLIGHT
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MLB

American League

East Division

W L Pct GB

New York 79 57 .581 —

Baltimore 78 59 .569 1½

Boston 70 66 .515 9

Tampa Bay 67 68 .496 11½

Toronto 67 71 .486 13

Central Division

W L Pct GB

Cleveland 77 59 .566 —

Kansas City 75 62 .547 2½

Minnesota 73 62 .541 3½

Detroit 69 68 .504 8½

Chicago 31 106 .226 46½

West Division

W L Pct GB

Houston 74 62 .544 —

Seattle 69 67 .507 5

Texas 64 72 .471 10

Oakland 59 77 .434 15

Los Angeles 56 80 .412 18

National League

East Division

W L Pct GB

Philadelphia 80 56 .588 —

Atlanta 74 62 .544 6

New York 72 64 .529 8

Washington 61 75 .449 19

Miami 50 86 .368 30

Central Division

W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 80 56 .588 —

Chicago 70 66 .515 10

St. Louis 68 68 .500 12

Cincinnati 64 73 .467 16½

Pittsburgh 63 72 .467 16½

West Division

W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 82 54 .603 —

Arizona 76 60 .559 6

San Diego 77 61 .558 6

San Francisco 68 69 .496 14½

Colorado 51 86 .372 31½

Saturday’s games

St. Louis 6, N.Y. Yankees 5 
Tampa Bay 11, San Diego 4 
Detroit 2, Boston 1 
Pittsburgh 3, Cleveland 0 
Texas 3, Oakland 2 
Houston 5, Kansas City 2 
Toronto 15, Minnesota 0 
N.Y. Mets 5, Chicago White Sox 3 
Colorado 7, Baltimore 5 
L.A. Angels 5, Seattle 4 
Chicago Cubs 5, Washington 3
Philadelphia 3, Atlanta 0
Milwaukee 5, Cincinnati 4
L.A. Dodgers 8, Arizona 6
Miami 4, San Francisco 3

Sunday’s games

Milwaukee at Cincinnati
Chicago Cubs at Washington
St. Louis at N.Y. Yankees
Boston at Detroit
Pittsburgh at Cleveland
San Diego at Tampa Bay
Kansas City at Houston
N.Y. Mets at Chicago White Sox
Toronto at Minnesota
Oakland at Texas
Baltimore at Colorado
Miami at San Francisco
Seattle at L.A. Angels
L.A. Dodgers at Arizona
Atlanta at Philadelphia

Monday’s games

St. Louis (Pallante 6-6) at Milwaukee
(Peralta 9-7)

Chicago White Sox (Flexen 2-13) at Balti-
more (Burnes 12-7)

Cleveland (Williams 2-7) at Kansas City
(Wacha 11-6)

Houston (Verlander 3-4) at Cincinnati
(TBD)

L.A. Dodgers (Flaherty 10-6) at Arizona
(Rodriguez 2-0)

Detroit (TBD) at San Diego (Musgrove
4-4)

Minnesota (Woods Richardson 5-3) at
Tampa Bay (Littell 5-8)

Seattle (Gilbert 7-10) at Oakland (Bido
5-3)

Boston (Bello 12-6) at N.Y. Mets (Severi-
no 9-6)

Pittsburgh (Jones 5-7) at Chicago Cubs
(Steele 5-5)

N.Y. Yankees (Cole 5-3) at Texas (Hea-
ney 4-13)

Tuesday’s games

Chicago White Sox at Baltimore
Washington at Miami
Minnesota at Tampa Bay
Philadelphia at Toronto
Boston at N.Y. Mets
Colorado at Atlanta
Cleveland at Kansas City
Pittsburgh at Chicago Cubs
St. Louis at Milwaukee
N.Y. Yankees at Texas
L.A. Dodgers at L.A. Angels
Seattle at Oakland
Arizona at San Francisco

Scoreboard

NEW YORK — Brendan Dono-

van hit a three-run homer, Kyle

Gibson pitched seven strong in-

nings and the St. Louis Cardinals

beat the New York Yankees 6-5 on

Saturday for their first regular-

season win at Yankee Stadium.

It was the first victory for St.

Louis in the Bronx since Tim

McCarver hit a three-run homer in

the 10th inning in Game 5 of the

1964 World Series and Bob Gibson

pitched a complete game in a 5-2

win. The Cardinals improved to 1-7

at Yankee Stadium in the regular

season.

St. Louis went ahead to stay with

four runs in the third against roo-

kie Will Warren (0-3). Nolan Are-

nado hit a tying RBI single before

Donovan connected for his 11th

homer. It was his first three-run

drive since July 23, 2023.

“Any day you hit a home run, I

consider that a good day and to

have a couple of people on base and

to give us a little bit of breathing

room, I think is good,” Donovan

said after matching a career high

in homers. “Someone said that’s

the first time we’ve won here in 60

years, which is pretty special for

this organization. First time here,

it’s a pretty cool place.”

Gibson (8-6) allowed one run

and five hits. After struggling

through his worst outing this sea-

son Monday against San Diego, he

got his first win since July 7 at

Washington.

“Today was just about trying to

clear my mind a little bit, not look

at ERA, not look at last couple of

outings and try to be focused on

what I’m trying to do today,” Gib-

son said.

Cubs 5, Nationals 3:Nico Hoer-

ner had two hits and scored two

runs, and visiting Chicago beat

Washington for its fifth straight

win.

Javier Assad pitched six innings

of three-run ball as the Cubs won

for the eighth time in nine games

overall. Chicago (70-66), trying to

make up ground in the race for the

last NL wild card, also improved to

18-8 in August.

Rays 11, Padres 4: Touted roo-

kie Junior Caminero hit a three-

run homer, José Caballero had

four RBIs and host Tampa Bay

beat San Diego.

Caminero went deep against

Randy Vásquezin a four-run sec-

ond inning to help Tampa Bay take

a 5-2 lead. Baseball’s top-ranked

prospect has three homers and

seven RBIs in 17 games.

Tigers 2, Red Sox 1:Tarik Sku-

bal allowed one run in eight in-

nings and struck out eight to be-

come the fourth Detroit left-han-

der with 200 strikeouts in a season

as the Tigers celebrated the fran-

chise’s 1984 World Series cham-

pionship with a win over visiting

Boston.

Jack Morris threw the ceremo-

nial first pitch to Lance Parrish,

and Skubal (16-4) gave a perfor-

mance that would have fit onto

Morris’ resume. He allowed Tyler

O’Neill’s first-inning homer, but

Boston only managed three singles

the rest of the way.

Pirates 3, Guardians 0: Rowdy

Tellez hit a two-run single in the

eighth inning, and visiting Pitts-

burgh beat AL Central leading

Cleveland.

Luis Ortiz (6-4) pitched six in-

nings of one-hit ball in his first win

since July 20. The right-hander

struck out five and walked three,

helping Pittsburgh stop a four-

game slide.

Rangers 3, Athletics 2: Leody

Taveras hit a game-ending single

with one out in the ninth inning as

host Texas beat Oakland.

The bases were loaded when

Taveras grounded a single

through the middle and past a

drawn-in infield, sending pinch-

runner Ezequiel Duran home with

the winning run.

Astros 5, Royals 2:Yusei Kiku-

chi struck out 12 in seven innings to

lead host Houston to a win over

Kansas City.

Kikuchi (7-9) improved to 3-0

with a 2.57 ERA since he was ac-

quired by the Astros a day before

the trade deadline. He gave up five

hits, only allowing the Royals a run

on a fielder’s choice grounder that

followed two singles in the sev-

enth. He threw 101 pitches, includ-

ing 75 for strikes.

Blue Jays 15, Twins 0: Visiting

Toronto hit three two-run homers,

including two in a seven-run first

inning, and José Berríos tossed six

shutout innings as the Blue Jays

routed Minnesota.

Daulton Varsho and Spencer

Horwitz each hit two-run home

runs in the first inning off Twins

starter Zebby Matthews (1-2), giv-

ing the Blue Jays a 4-0 lead just

four batters into the game. 

Phillies 3, Braves 0: Zack

Wheeler pitched seven shutout in-

nings to earn his 100th career vic-

tory, Edmundo Sosa homered,

doubled and drove in two runs and

host Philadelphia beat Atlanta.

Trea Turner also went deep for

NL East-leading Philadelphia,

which increased its lead over the

Braves in the division to six games. 

Mets 5, White Sox 3:Pete Alon-

so and Jesse Winker hit back-to-

back home runs in the first inning

and visiting New York handed Chi-

cago its 106th loss to tie a franchise

record.

The Mets (72-64) won their third

straight and moved within two

games of Atlanta for the final NL

wild card. New York has won eight

of 12 to climb eight games over .500

for the first time this season.

Brewers 5, Reds 4: Jackson

Chourio hit a tiebreaking solo

homer in the ninth inning, and vis-

iting Milwaukee beat Cincinnati

for its fifth consecutive win.

The 20-year-old Chourio had

three hits and scored twice as the

Brewers reduced their magic

number for clinching the NL Cen-

tral title to 16.

Marlins 4, Giants 3: Griffin Co-

nine hit his first career home run

and visiting Miami beat San Fran-

cisco.

Conine, the son of longtime Mar-

lins stalwart Jeff Conine, made his

major league debut Monday and

got his first hit Tuesday. His first

homer was a two-run shot off the

right-field foul pole in the second

inning.

Angels 5, Mariners 4: Mickey

Moniak hit two home runs in the fi-

nal three innings, including a

game-ending solo shot in the ninth,

to rally host Los Angeles past Seat-

tle.

Joe Adell also homered twice for

the Angels, who won for just the

second time in 10 games.

ROUNDUP

Cards get first win in Bronx since ‘64
Associated Press

NOAH K. MURRAY/AP 

St. Louis Cardinals third baseman Nolan Arenado tags out the New York Yankees Gleyber Torres after a
rundown during the eighth inning Saturday in New York. The Cardinals won 6-5.
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US OPEN/AUTO RACING

US Open
At New York

Purse: $26,440,000
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor

Seedings in parentheses
Saturday

Men’s Singles
Third Round

Tomas Machac, Czechia, def. David Gof-
fin, Belgium, 6-3, 6-1, 6-2.

Jack Draper (25), Britain, def. Botic Van
de Zandschulp, Netherlands, 6-3, 6-4, 6-2.

Jannik Sinner (1), Italy, def. Christopher
O’Connell, Australia, 6-1, 6-4, 6-2.

Tommy Paul (14), United States, def. Ga-
briel Diallo, Canada, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 6-1, 7-6 (3).

Jordan Thompson, Australia, def. Mat-
teo Arnaldi (30), Italy, 7-5, 6-2, 7-6 (5).

Nuno Borges, Portugal, def. Jakub Men-
sik, Czechia, 6-7 (5), 6-1, 3-6, 7-6 (6), 6-0.

Alex de Minaur (10), Australia, def. Da-
niel Evans, Britain, 6-3, 6-7 (4), 6-0, 6-0.

Daniil Medvedev (5), Russia, def. Flavio
Cobolli (31), Italy, 6-3, 6-4, 6-3.

Women’s Singles
Third Round

Aryna Sabalenka (2), Belarus, def. Ekate-
rina Alexandrova (29), Russia, 2-6, 6-1, 6-2.

Karolina Muchova, Czechia, def. Anasta-
sia Potapova, Russia, 6-4, 6-2.

Jasmine Paolini (5), Italy, def. Yulia Pu-
tintseva (30), Kazakhstan, 6-3, 6-4.

Jessica Pegula (6), United States, def.
Jessica Bouzas Maneiro, Spain, 6-3, 6-3.

Diana Shnaider (18), Russia, def. Sara Er-
rani, Italy, 6-2, 6-2.

Caroline Wozniacki, Denmark, def. Jes-
sika Ponchet, France, 6-3, 6-2.

Liudmila Samsonova (16), Russia, def.
Ashlyn Krueger, United States, 6-1, 6-1.

Iga Swiatek (1), Poland, def. Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova (25), Russia, 6-4, 6-2.

Beatriz Haddad Maia (22), Brazil, def.
Anna Kalinskaya (15), Russia, 6-3, 6-1.

Friday
Men’s Singles
Third Round

Andrey Rublev (6), Russia, def. Jiri Le-
hecka (32), Czechia, 6-3, 7-5, 6-4.

Grigor Dimitrov (9), Bulgaria, def. Tallon
Griekspoor, Netherlands, 6-3, 6-3, 6-1.

Taylor Fritz (12), United States, def. Fran-
cisco Comesana, Argentina, 6-3, 6-4, 6-2.

Frances Tiafoe (20), United States, def.
Ben Shelton (13), United States, 4-6, 7-5, 6-7
(5), 6-4, 6-3.

Brandon Nakashima, United States, def.
Lorenzo Musetti (18), Italy, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3, 7-6
(4).

Casper Ruud (8), Norway, def. Juncheng
Shang, China, 6-7 (1), 3-6, 6-0, 6-3, 6-1.

Alexei Popyrin (28), Australia, def. No-
vak Djokovic (2), Serbia, 6-4, 6-4, 2-6, 6-4.

Alexander Zverev (4), Germany, def. To-
mas Martin Etcheverry, Argentina, 5-7, 7-5,
6-1, 6-3.

Women’s Singles
Third Round

Zheng Qinwen (7), China, def. Jule Nie-
meier, Germany, 6-2, 6-1.

Paula Badosa (26), Spain, def. Elena-Ga-
briela Ruse, Romania, 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 (8).

Coco Gauff (3), United States, def. Elina
Svitolina (27), Ukraine, 3-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Wang Yafan, China, def. Victoria Azaren-
ka (20), Belarus, 6-4, 3-6, 6-1.

Donna Vekic (24), Croatia, def. Peyton
Stearns, United States, 7-5, 6-4.

Emma Navarro (13), United States, def.
Marta Kostyuk (19), Ukraine, 6-4, 4-6, 6-3.

Elise Mertens (33), Belgium, def. Madi-
son Keys (14), United States, 6-7 (5), 7-5,
6-4.

Scoreboard

NEW YORK — Jannik Sinner

never gave his third-round oppo-

nent at the U.S. Open on Saturday,

Chris O’Connell, even a moment

to contemplate pulling off the sort

of monumental upset that elimi-

nated Novak Djokovic and Carlos

Alcaraz.

“It shows that this sport is un-

predictable. Whenever you drop a

little bit of your level — if it’s men-

tal, if it’s tennis-wise or physical —

at the end, it has a huge impact on

the result,” Sinner said. “Both op-

ponents who they lost against,

they played some incredible ten-

nis. And it happens.”

Not to the No. 1-ranked Sinner,

who is suddenly the favorite to win

the men’s championship at Flush-

ing Meadows. He won the first five

games and 21 of the first 29 points

to make quite clear how things

would go at Arthur Ashe Stadium

and wrapped up a 6-1, 6-4, 6-2 vic-

tory over O’Connell in under two

hours.

“I felt like he was on from the

get-go,” O’Connell said. “I felt a

little bit clueless, to be honest. ...

Every single shot, I just felt like I

had to do something with it, be-

cause he was just on me. He was

suffocating me.”

Stepping on court less than 15

hours after Djokovic’s loss to

Alexei Popyrin, and two days after

Alcaraz’s loss to Botic van de

Zandschulp, Sinner was as dom-

inant as can be in every facet of the

sport. With 23-time major cham-

pion Serena Williams watching

from an Ashe suite, Sinner struck

15 aces. He never faced a break

point. He won five of O’Connell’s

12 service games. He finished with

more than twice as many winners,

46, as unforced errors, 22.

“The best tennis player I’ve ev-

er played, for sure,” the 30-year-

old O’Connell said.

The only past men’s champion

at the U.S. Open still in the bracket

is 2021 winner Daniil Medvedev.

“For sure didn’t expect to have

this in the fourth round when No-

vak and Carlos are here,” Medve-

dev said after beating No. 31 Fla-

vio Cobolli 6-3, 6-4, 6-3. “So it’s a

fun feeling from one side, but from

the other side it’s a new tourna-

ment. I need to play my best to try

to win it again.”

The No. 5 seed will next face Nu-

no Borges, who was a point away

from elimination at 6-3 in a fourth-

set tiebreaker, then rallied to beat

Jakub Mensik 6-7 (5), 6-1, 3-6, 7-6

(6), 6-0.

Top-ranked Iga Swiatek, who

counts the 2022 title at Flushing

Meadows among her five Grand

Slam trophies, beat No. 25 seed

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova 6-4,

6-2 to reach the fourth round of the

U.S. Open for the fourth straight

year.

Earlier Saturday, Jasmine Pao-

lini joined Coco Gauff as the only

women to reach at least the fourth

round at every major in 2024, get-

ting that far at the U.S. Open for

the first time with a 6-3, 6-4 victory

over No. 30 seed Yulia Putintseva.

The fifth-seeded Paolini was the

runner-up at the French Open in

June and Wimbledon in July and

next meets 2023 French Open fi-

nalist Karolina Muchova. Also ad-

vancing were No. 6 Jessica Pegu-

la, No. 16 Liudmila Samsonova,

No. 18 Diana Shnaider and 2018

Australian Open champion Car-

oline Wozniacki.

Since losing the first set he

played in New York, against

Mackie McDonald — which was

also the first set Sinner had played

since news emerged of a doping

case that involved two positive

tests in March for trace amounts

of a banned anabolic steroid — the

23-year-old from Italy has per-

formed impeccably, dropping a

total of 18 games across nine sets.

Trying to collect his second

Grand Slam title of the year after

gaining the first of his career at the

Australian Open in January, Sin-

ner will face No. 14 Tommy Paul of

the United States in the fourth

round Monday. Paul defeated

Canadian qualifier Gabriel Diallo

6-7 (5), 6-3, 6-1, 7-6 (3).

“He’s a great mover. He has im-

proved a lot in the last period of

time. It’s going to be a tough chal-

lenge,” Sinner said about facing

Paul, a 2023 Australian Open

semifinalist. “He plays some great

tennis, especially here in Ameri-

ca.”

Perhaps there was some wari-

ness on Sinner’s part heading into

Saturday, given recent events.

This is, after all, only the third

time in the Open era (the others

were in 1973 and 2000) that two of

the top three seeded men were

gone before the fourth round.

So Sinner woke up as the man

considered most likely to win the

U.S. Open, a status that belonged

to No. 3 Alcaraz — the champion at

the French Open and Wimbledon

this season — before the tourna-

ment began. No. 2 Djokovic — the

defending champ and owner of a

men’s-record 24 major trophies —

moved atop the odds when Alca-

raz was sent home Thursday

night, only to relinquish that after

his own early exit Friday night.

There is something quite diffi-

cult about trying to follow up one

career-best win with another, and

van de Zandschulp didn’t really

show up Saturday, eliminated by

No. 25 Jack Draper 6-3, 6-4, 6-2.

No. 1 Sinner halts run of upsets

JULIA NIKHINSON/AP

Jannik Sinner celebrates after a point against Christopher O’Connell in
the third round of the U.S. Open on Saturday. Sinner won in straight
sets after other top seeds Carlos Alcaraz and Novak Djokovic lost.

BY HOWARD FENDRICH

Associated Press

WEST ALLIS, Wis. — The Arrow McLaren

Racing team members began scheming the

moment Pato O’Ward took the lead at the Mil-

waukee Mile.

Miffed that NASCAR this week announced

it will race in Mexico City next year — beating

IndyCar to the punch to get O’Ward into an

event in his home country — O’Ward has has

spent the weekend criticizing IndyCar leader-

ship for the whiff.

So a team employee ran to the “Pato Shop”

—IndyCar’s most popular driver is so beloved

he has his own merchandise truck at most

events — to grab one of the $149.99 sombreros.

The 25-year-old from Monterrey, Mexico,

then wore it to his victory news conference.

Runner-up Will Power immediately said,

“We really should be in Mexico City, not NAS-

CAR.”

O’Ward replied: “Pato who?”

O’Ward desperately wants to race in his

home country. Instead, NASCAR got a date

next June and O’Ward fears there’s no longer

room for IndyCar.

The situation escalated when IndyCar CEO

Mark Miles said the Mexico City promoters

have felt the series and O’Ward are not popu-

lar enough to warrant anything but a lease

agreement to stage the race themselves.

That irritated O’Ward, who has organically

and steadily built his fanbase and is probably

second only to Formula 1 driver Sergio Perez

in popularity in Mexico.

His response was Saturday’s win at Mil-

waukee, his third win of the year but first on an

oval since Iowa Speedway in July 2022. His

wins this year are on a street course (St. Pe-

tersburg, where he was promoted to winner

following Josef Newgarden’s disqualifica-

tion), the road course at Mid-Ohio and now the

Milwaukee oval.

The three wins are the most in one season

for an Arrow McLaren Racing driver.

O’Ward led 133 of the 250 laps and said he

never let the Mexico City fiasco distract him.

“No, I was chilling in the morning, I was

chilling in the afternoon. I was just here for

business,” O’Ward said.

The victory overshadowed the champion-

ship battle between points leader Alex Palou

and Power, who started the race 54 points be-

hind the reigning IndyCar champ. 

But Power finished second to cut Palou’s

lead to 43 points with two races remaining,

both on ovals.

O’Ward dominates Milwaukee, displays popularity
BY JENNA FRYER

Associated Press

JENNA FRYER/AP

Pato O’Ward wears a sombrero at the
post-race news conference after winning
the IndyCar race at the Milwaukee Mile.
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Saturday’s scores
EAST

Albany (NY) 27, LIU Brooklyn 21
Delaware St. 17, Sacred Heart 15
E. Michigan 28, Umass 14
Georgetown 46, Davidson 24
Marshall 45, Stony Brook 3
Maryland 50, Uconn 7
Navy 49, Bucknell 21
Penn St. 34, West Virginia 12
Pittsburgh 55, Kent St. 24
Post 41, WV Wesleyan 24
Rhode Island 20, Holy Cross 17
Syracuse 38, Ohio 22
Wagner 46, Va. Lynchburg 7
Winston-Salem 34, Bluefield State 3

SOUTH

Alabama 63, W. Kentucky 0
Appalachian St. 38, ETSU 10
Auburn 73, Alabama A&M 3
Boise St. 56, Georgia Southern 45
Charleston (WV) 38, Livingstone 7
East Carolina 42, Norfolk St. 3
Emory & Henry 38, Glenville St. 7
Erskine 52, St. Andrews 0
Florida A&M 22, SC State 18
Georgia 34, Clemson 3
Georgia Tech 35, Georgia St. 12
James Madison 30, Charlotte 7
Kentucky 31, Southern Miss. 0
Liberty 41, Campbell 24
Louisiana Tech 25, Nicholls 17
Louisiana-Lafayette 40, Grambling St. 10
Louisville 62, Austin Peay 0
McNeese St. 21, Southern U. 7
Memphis 40, North Alabama 0
Miami 41, Florida 17
Middle Tennessee 32, Tennessee Tech

25
Mississippi 76, Furman 0
Mississippi St. 56, E. Kentucky 7
Morgan St. 30, Hampton 28
Nevada 28, Troy 26
North Texas 52, South Alabama 38
Shaw 17, Elizabeth City St. 13
South Carolina 23, Old Dominion 19
South Florida 48, Bethune-Cookman 3
Stetson 41, Ave Maria 3
Tennessee 69, Chattanooga 3
Tennessee St. 41, MVSU 21
The Citadel 22, Charleston Southern 21
Valdosta St. 42, Albany St. (Ga.) 10
Vanderbilt 34, Virginia Tech 27, OT
Virginia 34, Richmond 13
Virginia Union 69, Kentucky St. 7
West Alabama 16, Miles 15
West Georgia 38, Samford 29
Wingate 17, UNC-Pembroke 12

MIDWEST

Butler 40, Upper Iowa 7
Cincinnati 38, Towson 20
Dayton 18, St. Francis (Pa.) 10
Indiana 31, FIU 7
Iowa 40, Illinois St. 0
Iowa St. 21, North Dakota 3
Kansas St. 41, UT Martin 6
Michigan 30, Fresno St. 10
N. Illinois 54, W. Illinois 15
N. Iowa 35, Valparaiso 7
Nebraska 40, UTEP 7
Northwestern 13, Miami (Ohio) 6
Ohio St. 52, Akron 6
Pittsburg St. 19, Ferris St. 3
Purdue 49, Indiana St. 0

SOUTHWEST

Arkansas St. 34, Cent. Arkansas 31
Baylor 45, Tarleton St. 3
Incarnate Word 28, N. Colorado 7
Notre Dame 23, Texas A&M 13
Oklahoma St. 44, S. Dakota St. 20
SMU 59, Houston Christian 7
Sam Houston St. 34, Rice 14
Texas 52, Colorado St. 0
Texas Southern 27, Prairie View 9
Texas State 34, Lamar 27
Texas Tech 52, Abilene Christian 51, OT
Texas-Permian Basin 41, W. New Mexico 3
UNLV 27, Houston 7
UTSA 28, Kennesaw St. 16

FAR WEST

Air Force 21, Merrimack 6
Arizona 61, New Mexico 39
Arizona St. 48, Wyoming 7
BYU 41, S. Illinois 13
California 31, UC Davis 13
Montana 29, Missouri St. 24
Montana St. 31, Utah Tech 7
N. Arizona 66, Lincoln Oaklanders 6
New Mexico St. 23, SE Missouri 16
Oregon 24, Idaho 14
Oregon St. 38, Idaho St. 15
San Diego 27, Cal Poly 21
San Diego St. 45, Texas A&M Commerce

14
UCLA 16, Hawaii 13
Utah St. 36, Robert Morris 14
Washington 35, Weber St. 3
Washington St. 70, Portland St. 30
William Jewell 35, Fort Lewis 20

Friday’s scores
EAST

Army 42, Lehigh 7
Maine 17, Colgate 14

SOUTH

Duke 26, Elon 3

MIDWEST

Fort Hays St. 21, Angelo St. 7
Michigan St. 16, FAU 10

SOUTHWEST

Oklahoma 51, Temple 3

Sunday’s games
SOUTH

NC Central (0-0) vs. Alabama St. (0-0) at
Miami Gardens, Fla.

FAR WEST

Southern Cal (0-0) vs. LSU (0-0) at Las Ve-
gas

Scoreboard

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Blake

Horvath threw two touchdowns

passes, Eli Heidenreich caught

two for scores and Navy opened its

season with a 49-21 win over FCS

Bucknell on Saturday.

Braxton Woodson also saw ac-

tion at quarterback and threw for

one touchdown and ran for anoth-

er. The QBs combined to go 10-for-

19 for 173 yards, the three TDs and

two interceptions.

Ralph Rucker IV, who set a Bi-

son record last year by throwing

for 2,537 yards, was 11-for-24 for

122 yards and a score. TJ Cadden

made five catches for 97 yards.

Rucker threw a 47-yard TD

pass to wide-open Nate Anderson

within the first two minutes of the

game but the Midshipmen scored

the next 28 points of the half, in-

cluding Daba Fofana’s 49-yard

burst up the middle and Horvath’s

screen pass to Braxton Woodson,

who broke tackles on his way to a

42-yard score.

Bucknell cornerback Aaron Da-

vis was injured early in the second

half and was put on a stretcher. He

gave a thumbs up as he was carted

off.

Air Force 21, Merrimack 6:

Cade Harris had two short touch-

down runs in the first half and the

host Falcons had no problem dis-

patching the FCS-member War-

riors.

Harris scored on a 2-yard run in

the first quarter and a 4-yard run

with 16 seconds left before half-

time to stake Air Force to a 14-0

lead. Merrimack went 0-for-5 on

third-down conversions and man-

aged just three first downs before

intermission.

The Falcons final score came

midway through the fourth quar-

ter after Merrimack turned the

ball over deep in its own territory.

Luke Fischer recovered a fum-

ble by Warriors receiver Jer-

maine Corbett and returned it five

yards, giving Air Force the ball on

the 14-yard line. The Falcons

rushed six straight times with Ai-

den Calvert scoring from a yard

out with 8:31 left to play.

Merrimack avoided a shutout

on the final play of the game when

backup quarterback Ayden Perei-

ra connected with Jalen McDo-

nald for an 11-yard touchdown.

Air Force had only 20 more

yards of offense than the Warriors

— 237-217.

The Falcons’ last shutout came

in a 28-0 victory over New Mexico

in November of 2020.

Army 42, Lehigh 7: Bryson

Daily and Kanye Udoh both ran

for two touchdowns and the host

Black Knights cruised past an FCS

opponent Friday night.

Army marched 80 yards in nine

plays the first time it had the ball,

scoring on a 1-yard quarterback

plunge by Daily for a 7-0 lead.

Lehigh answered with a nine-

play, 75-yard drive. Luke Yoder

raced 18 yards for a touchdown on

third-and-2 to tie the game at 7 af-

ter one quarter.

Daily scored on another 1-yard

run to cap a 13-play, 76-yard drive

to put the Black Knights up 14-7

early in the second quarter. Army

took a 21-7 lead into halftime after

Udoh finished off a 10-play, 79-

yard drive with a 13-yard run.

Noah Short’s 3-yard scoring run

in the third quarter pushed Ar-

my’s advantage to 28-7.

The Black Knights used 12 plays

to go 80 yards for a score midway

through the final quarter with

Udoh gaining the final yard.

Short, Daily and Udoh com-

bined to rush for 236 yards.

ACADEMIES

Horvath-Heidenreich combo lead Navy’s rout
Associated Press

Saturday

No. 1 Georgia (1-0) beat No. 14 Clemson
34-3. Next: vs. Tennessee Tech, Saturday.

No. 2 Ohio St. (1-0) beat Akron 52-6. Next:
vs. W. Michigan, Saturday.

No. 3 Oregon (1-0) beat Idaho 24-14.
Next: vs. Boise St., Saturday.

No. 4 Texas (1-0) beat Colorado St. 52-0.
Next: at No. 9 Michigan, Saturday.

No. 5 Alabama (1-0) beat W. Kentucky
63-0. Next: vs. South Florida, Saturday.

No. 6 Mississippi (1-0) beat Furman 76-0.
Next: vs. Middle Tennessee, Saturday.

No. 7 Notre Dame (1-0) beat No. 20 Texas
A&M 23-13. Next: vs. N. Illinois, Saturday.

No. 8 Penn St. (1-0) beat West Virginia 34-
12. Next: vs. Bowling Green, Saturday.

No. 9 Michigan (1-0) beat Fresno St. 30-
10. Next: vs. No. 4 Texas, Saturday.

No. 10 Florida St. (0-1) did not play. Next:
vs. Boston College, Monday.

No. 11 Missouri (1-0) beat Murray St.
51-0, Thursday. Next: vs. Buffalo, Satur-
day.

No. 12 Utah (1-0) beat S. Utah 49-0, Thurs-
day. Next: vs. Baylor, Saturday.

No. 13 LSU (0-0) did not play. Next: at No.
23 Southern Cal, Sunday.

No. 14 Clemson (0-1) lost to No. 1 Georgia
34-3. Next: vs. Appalachian St., Saturday.

No. 15 Tennessee (1-0) beat Chattanoo-
ga 69-3. Next: at No. 24 NC State, Saturday.

No. 16 Oklahoma (1-0) beat Temple 51-3,
Friday. Next: vs. Houston, Saturday.

No. 17 Oklahoma St. (1-0) beat S. Dakota
St. 44-20. Next: vs. Arkansas, Saturday.

No. 18 Kansas St. (1-0) beat UT Martin
41-6. Next: at Tulane, Saturday.

No. 19 Miami (1-0) beat Florida 41-17.
Next: vs. Florida A&M, Saturday.

No. 20 Texas A&M (0-1) lost to No. 7 Notre
Dame 23-13. Next: vs. McNeese St., Satur-
day.

No. 21 Arizona (1-0) beat New Mexico 61-
39. Next: vs. N. Arizona, Saturday.

No. 22 Kansas (1-0) beat Lindenwood
(Mo.) 48-3, Thursday. Next: at Illinois, Sat-
urday.

No. 23 Southern Cal (0-0) did not play.
Next: vs. No. 13 LSU, Sunday.

No. 24 NC State (1-0) beat W. Carolina 38-
21, Thursday. Next: vs. No. 15 Tennessee,
Saturday.

No. 25 Iowa (1-0) beat Illinois St. 40-0.
Next: vs. Iowa St., Saturday.

Top 25 Fared
EUGENE, Ore. — Dillon Ga-

briel threw for 380 yards and two

touchdowns in his Oregon debut,

but the third-ranked Ducks strug-

gled in their first game as Big Ten

members before holding off resi-

lient Idaho 24-14 on Saturday

night.

“Stats are one thing, but we’re

focused on winning,” Gabriel said.

“A win is a win, I will say that, but

there’s a lot we need to improve

on.”

While the victory wasn’t as deci-

sive as expected, Oregon extended

its nonconference home winning

streak to a national-best 33 games.

Oregon has won 20 straight home

openers.

Gabriel was sacked three times

and had just the one touchdown

pass in the first half.

“Different than we thought it

would look like,” Oregon coach

Dan Lanning said. “Great teams

are able to to learn from tight

matches. This was a tight match,

and we didn’t create some of the

explosive plays I was hoping we

could create offensively. Gave up a

couple of critical plays on defense.

So certainly some things to at-

tack.”

Oregon led 14-0 at the half, but

Idaho narrowed the deficit on Jack

Layne’s 36-yard touchdown pass

to Jake Cox. After a field goal by

Oregon, Layne rushed for a 4-yard

TD to make it 17-14.

“I wouldn’t say disappoint-

ment,” Gabriel said. “It’s just more

like, gosh, we’re explosive, we’ve

got a lot of weapons, and I think at

times we bit ourselves in the foot. It

was strenuous, when it didn’t have

to be.”

Gabriel found Tez Johnson with

a 12-yard scoring pass midway

through the final quarter to sal-

vage the win.

“You can never doubt an oppo-

nent,’’ defensive lineman Matayo

Uiagalelei said. ”Tip my hat off to

Idaho, that’s a great program.

Shoot, it was a close game. I don’t

think we were expecting that.”

Tez time
Johnson caught 12 passes for 81

yards and both of the touchdowns

through the air from Gabriel.

Last season, Johnson caught 86

passes for 1,182 yards and 10

touchdowns last year. His recep-

tions were an Oregon single-sea-

son record.

Like Lanning, he saw room for

improvement.

“We’ve just got to finish. That’s

exactly what it is. We have to finish

in the red zone,” Johnson. “And

that’s something we’ll fix.”

Honoring Khyree
The Ducks held a moment of si-

lence before the game for Khyree

Jackson, 24, a former Oregon cor-

nerback who was killed July 6

along with two of his friends in a

car accident in Maryland. Jackson

was preparing for his rookie sea-

son with the Minnesota Vikings.

Oregon’s helmets this season in-

clude stickers for Jackson and for-

mer tight end Spencer Webb, who

died ahead of the 2023 season in a

climbing accident.

The takeaway
Oregon, with its highest presea-

son ranking since 2014, was a 44-

point favorite but the Ducks

looked rusty against the Vandals.

Last season, Oregon finished 12-2,

getting close to the playoff before

losing to rival Washington in the fi-

nal Pac-12 championship game.

Oregon capped the season by beat-

ing Liberty 45-6 in the Fiesta Bowl.

No. 3 Ducks struggle but top Idaho
BY ANNE M. PETERSON

Associated Press

LYDIA ELY/AP

Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel threw for 380 yards and two
touchdowns against Idaho on Saturday in Eugene, Ore.
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dreams now appear to be pipe

dreams.

Debuts
Riley Leonard’s first game as

quarterback for No. 7 Notre Dame

was a gritty performance behind

an inexperienced offensive line

against No. 20 Texas A&M at a

raucous Kyle Field. The Fighting

Irish beat an SEC team on the road

for the first time in 20 years, win-

ning 23-13.

Penn State fans could not have

been much happier with new of-

fensive coordinator Andy Kotel-

nicki after the eighth-ranked Nitta-

ny Lions romped at West Virginia,

34-12. Kotelnicki was hired away

from Kansas to bring explosive-

ness to a unit that slogged through

a 10-win season last year. He deli-

er you want.”

Thing is, this really goes well

beyond the portal. Cade Klubnik is

now the second consecutive five-

star quarterback recruit to not pan

out at Clemson, following DJ Uia-

galelei.

Maybe the receivers have a

chance to be better this season.

There was a lot of talk in the pre-

season about five-star freshman

T.J. Moore. He had one catch

against the Bulldogs.

Over the last three years, Clem-

son has had just three offensive

players drafted, none higher than

the fourth round. Who’s changing

that anytime soon?

The good news is it will only get

easier for the Tigers because

Georgia is if not in a class by itself,

one that can meet in a broom clos-

et.

This Clemson team still feels

like one that could contend for an

Atlantic Coast Conference title,

with defensive lineman Peter

Woods and linebacker Barrett

Carter making life miserable

against most opponents. Heck, the

Tigers’ D held up fine for a half

against Georgia.

Try not to turn this into an in-

dictment of the ACC, but it’s not

good news for the angst-ridden

conference that its most recent na-

tional title winner is simply no

longer part of those conversations.

Now, Virginia Tech losing to

Vanderbilt might be an indict-

ment on the ACC.

Fortunately, No. 19 Miami

looked very much like the real

deal, swamping Florida behind

Cam Ward. On the Is-The-U-

Back? meter, the Hurricanes’ 41-

17 victory was a solid 7½.

Meanwhile, that smell coming

from Gainesville, Fla., is resigna-

tion. A make-or-break season for

coach Billy Napier started with no

signs the Gators are any better

than they have been.

“It’s embarrassing, to be quite

honest with you,” Napier said.

Only seven more ranked oppo-

nents to go for Florida.

Resignation is probably the

feeling for Clemson fans now, too.

The Tigers salvaged last season by

winning their final five games, re-

newing hope that maybe Swin-

ney’s program would rediscover

its mojo.

It was nowhere to be found in

Mercedes-Benz Stadium.

“They didn’t hand out a national

championship trophy tonight. We

didn’t lose the ACC tonight,”

Swinney said.

Nope, and with a new 12-team

College Football Playoff, Clemson

can still dream big.

The problem is the biggest

vered in Game 1. Drew Allar aver-

aged 12.7 yards per attempt. Harri-

son Wallace averaged 23.3 yards

on five catches. Nick Singleton av-

eraged 8.8 yards on 13 carries. Mis-

sion accomplished for Game 1.

No. 25 Iowa also unveiled a new

offense, with former Western

Michigan coach Tim Lester taking

over for the beleaguered Brian Fe-

rentz, son of Hawkeyes head

coach Kirk Ferentz. It took while

for Iowa — sans the suspended

Kirk Ferentz — to get it cranked

up in a 40-0 victory over Illinois

State. The Hawkeyes finished

with 490 total yards, their most

since putting up 644 against Mid-

dle Tennessee on Sept. 28, 2019.

No. 2 Ohio State has assembled

maybe the most talented depth

chart in college football, and there

is a very real chance its best player

is a freshman. Receiving prodigy

Jeremiah Smith caught two touch-

down passes during a choppy first

half against Akron before the

Buckeyes rolled in the second half

en route to a 52-6 victory.

This could be the year of the

freshman receiver phenom: Ala-

bama’s Ryan Williams (two catch-

es, 139 yards and two TDs); Texas’

Ryan Wingo (four for 70); Au-

burn’s Cam Coleman (two for 62,

TD) and Perry Thompson (two for

82, TD); and Iowa’s Reece Vander

Zee (five for 66, two TDs) all

shined Saturday.

Nebraska’s highly touted fresh-

man quarterback, Dylan Raiola,

was rock solid in his first career

game, throwing for 238 yards and

two scores as the Cornhuskers

rolled past UTEP 40-7, setting up

a tasty Week 2 game against Col-

orado.

New Mexico State transfer Die-

go Pavia ran for 104 yards, threw

for 190 and scored what proved to

be the winning touchdown as Van-

derbilt upset Virginia Tech 34-27

in overtime. A huge win for Com-

modores coach Clark Lea, who im-

ported both Pavia and former New

Mexico State head coach Jerry Kill

from Las Cruces, hoping to show

enough progress in Season 4 to

earn a Season 5 at his alma mater.

The first Alabama football

game without Nick Saban as coach

since 2006 could not have gone

better. Kalen DeBoer’s fifth-

ranked Crimson Tide won 63-0

over Western Kentucky and quar-

terback Jalen Milroe put up this

crazy stat line: 7 for 9 passing for

200 yards and three touchdowns

and 79 yards rushing and two TDs

on 10 carries.

Around the country
In the transfer portal era, keep-

ing stars is a major challenge for

schools outside the Power Four.

There was no bigger retention this

offseason than running back Ash-

ton Jeanty at Boise State. The pre-

season All-American ran for 267

yards and tied a Mountain West

record with six touchdowns in a

wild 56-45 victory at Georgia

Southern. The Broncos play at No.

3 Oregon, which had a glitchy 24-

14 win against Idaho, next Satur-

day.

Arizona preseason All-Ameri-

can Tetairoa McMillan was the re-

ceiving star of the day, going off

for a school-record 304 yards and

four touchdowns in a 61-39 win

over New Mexico. The 300-yard

receiving game was the first in

major college football since Ohio

State’s Jaxon Smith-Njigba in the

2022 Rose Bowl vs. Utah.

No. 4 Texas beat Colorado State

52-0, but the big news was Arch

Manning had the most extensive

playing time of his career. College

football’s most famous backup

quarterback was 5-for-6 for 95

yards and his first touchdown

pass.

Michigan looks as if it could use

a guy like Manning. Playing two

quarterbacks, the Wolverines’ of-

fense sputtered, but Will Johnson

and the defense were stellar

against Fresno State in a 30-10 win

for the defending champions. The

Longhorns visit the Big House

next week.

Lots of transfer quarterbacks

debuted for their new teams. One

that didn’t get a ton of attention in

the offseason was former Alaba-

ma blue chipper Eli Holstein to

Pitt. Holstein was 30 for 40 for 333

yards and three touchdowns run-

ning new offensive coordinator

Kade Bell’s wide-open attack in a

55-24 win over Kent State.

Reminder: There is still a

Pac-12. Washington State and Ore-

gon State are operating as a two-

team conference this season. The

Cougars won their first game after

being abandoned, 70-30 over Port-

land State. Oregon State did the

same, beating Idaho State 38-15.

Hard: Clemson’s prospects have waned over last few seasons
FROM PAGE 24

JOHN BAZEMORE/AP

Despite leading Clemson to two titles and being the winningest football coach in school history, Dabo Swinney,
center, finds himself on the hot seat after several years of underacheiving and a dismal start to the season.

KATHLEEN BATTEN/AP

Penn State quarterback Drew Allar immediately benefited from having a new offensive coordinator in Andy
Kotelnicki as Allar averaged 12.7 yards per attempt in a 34-12 win over West Virginia on Saturday.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
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COLLEGE STATION, Texas —

Jeremiyah Love broke a tie with a

21-yard touchdown run with 1:54

left and No. 7 Notre Dame beat

No. 20 Texas A&M 23-13 on Sat-

urday night in the opener for both

teams.

Love burst through the line and

shed two would-be tacklers be-

fore waltzing into the end zone to

give the Fighting Irish the lead.

The Aggies had a chance to tie

it, but Christian Gray jumped the

route to knock down Conner

Weigman’s pass on fourth down to

give Notre Dame the ball back.

The Fighting Irish added Mitch

Jeter’s 46-yard field goal with 30

seconds left.

Riley Leonard had a strong per-

formance in his Notre Dame de-

but after transferring from Duke.

He threw for 158 yards and added

63 yards rushing.

“It wasn’t pretty,” Notre Dame

coach Marcus Freeman said.

“The defense played lights out,

(forced) turnovers. And our of-

fense didn’t turn the ball over.

Yes, there’s a lot of things we need

to work on, but man they did a

great job at least trying to move

the chains and… they didn’t make

a detrimental mistake.”

Elko’s debut
Saturday was the debut for Tex-

as A&M coach Mike Elko after he

was hired from Duke this offsea-

son following Jimbo Fisher’s fir-

ing late last season. Elko was look-

ing to take the Aggies to the next

level after last season’s disap-

pointing 7-6 season, but instead

finds his team in an early 0-1 hole.

“I told the locker room for us to

get this program over the hump,

we have to put ourselves in the po-

sition to play the game the way we

need to, and we didn’t do that to-

night,” he said.

Running wild
Notre Dame had 198 yards

rushing led by 91 from Love. The

game was tied at 6-all with about

seven minutes left in the third

quarter when Jadarian Price es-

caped a tackle at the line, darted

down the left side of the field and

simply outran everyone for at 47-

yard TD that put the Fighting

Irish on top.

Texas A&M linebacker Tau-

rean York said improving the run

defense will be a priority for the

Aggies.

“Them running for 198 yards,

that’s no bueno,” he said. “It starts

with me, so it will be fixed.”

That’s sick
Television cameras caught

Weigman vomiting as he returned

to the sideline after a drive in the

second half. Elko said he wasn’t ill

and it wasn’t a big deal.

“In the heat of the moment just

got a little sick,” he said. “Puke

and rally.”

The takeaway
Notre Dame: The defense —

especially the secondary — was

as good as advertised. Xavier

Watts, whose seven interceptions

tied for most in the nation last

year, got another one against the

Aggies and Adon Shuler added a

second one. Notre Dame held

Texas A&M to 246 yards.

Texas A&M: Weigman will

have to get better before SEC play

begins after the A&M offense

struggled to move the ball for

most of the night against Notre

Dame’s staunch defense. Their

only touchdown came on a 1-yard

run by Le’Veon Moss with about

12 minutes left. Weigman man-

aged just 100 yards passing with

the two turnovers in his return af-

ter missing most of last season

with a foot injury.

No. 7 Notre Dame
scores late to top
No. 20 Texas A&M

BY KRISTIE RIEKEN

Associated Press

SAM CRAFT/AP 

Notre Dame running back Jeremiyah Love breaks free from Texas A&M linebacker Daymion Sanford,
bottom right, for a touchdown late in the fourth quarter Saturday in College Station, Texas.

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Cam

Ward threw for 385 yards and

three touchdowns — looking cool,

calm and collected on a sweltering

Saturday in the Swamp — and No.

19 Miami dominated Florida 41-17

to give coach Mario Cristobal a sig-

nature victory to start his third sea-

son at his alma mater.

The Hurricanes controlled both

lines of scrimmage and never

trailed in the renewal of a once-

heated rivalry.

“We’re starting to look like Mia-

mi in a lot of different respects,”

Cristobal said.

The latest iteration of this series

was a one-sided beatdown, the kind

that sent Florida fans scurrying for

the exits in the third quarter and

raised speculation about coach Bil-

ly Napier’s job security.

Little looked different from Na-

pier’s first two years to Year 3, and

now Napier has to hope “The U” is

a legit national championship con-

tender to soften his worst home

loss.

“It’s embarrassing, to be quite

honest with you,” Napier said.

“That’s how I feel. That’s how our

kids feel. We’ve got a decision to

make. That’s what I just told them.

There’s no excuses. Keep our

mouths shut, show up and work.

We have to do better.”

Among the most egregious mis-

cues: Napier, who retained play-

calling duties despite outside cries

for him to give them up, dialed up

runs on two third-and-5 plays. And

his defense committed two rough-

ing the passer penalties to extend

first-half drives that led to touch-

downs.

Miami had no such issues.

Ward, the former Incarnate

Word and Washington State start-

er, showed why he was the Atlantic

Coast Conference’s preseason

Player of the Year before ever

playing a down in a Miami uniform.

He completed 26 of 35 passes, with

an interception.

“I had to prove it to myself, to my

17-, 18-year-old self when I wanted

to be an SEC quarterback out of

high school,” Ward said. “I’m

grateful to say that God put me in

position to play against an SEC

team. It didn’t work out how I want-

ed early on, but he’s got a different

plan for me.”

Ward became the first Miami

QB since at least 1979 to throw for

300 yards in his first start with the

team.

“I think we made more of a state-

ment on physicality, not just on

ourselves,” Ward said. “I think the

best thing for us we did this game is

we were very physical in the

trenches.”

Xavier Restrepo caught seven

passes for 112 yards, including a 24-

yarder for a touchdown. Ward’s

best throw, though, was a 23-yar-

der in the back of the end zone to

Jacolby George.

Mertz injured
Florida quarterback Graham

Mertz headed to the locker room at

the end of the third quarter after

getting drilled while throwing an

interception. Napier said he was in

the concussion protocol.

Mertz completed 11 of 20 passes

for 91 yards, with an interception.

He was sacked three times.

Bain hurt
Miami star defensive end Reu-

ben Bain left the field after the first

series and never returned. Cristo-

bal said he has a “soft-tissue inju-

ry” that will sideline him a “week,

maybe two.”

Bain had 7½ sacks last season

and was projected to be one of the

best defenders in the country as a

sophomore.

The takeaway
Miami: The Hurricanes finally

have a quarterback, potentially

their best since Heisman Trophy

finalist Ken Dorsey. Ward changed

arm slots and threw receivers open

all afternoon. He could be the dif-

ference for a proud program trying

to return to glory.

Florida: The Gators showed no

progress on the defensive side of

the ball despite spending signifi-

cant capital to upgrade that side of

the ball. The unit allowed 38.3

points a game during the team’s

five-game losing streak to end 2023

and picked up where it left off, al-

lowing 529 yards to Miami at home.

Ward throws for 3 TDs as No. 19 Miami dominates Florida
BY MARK LONG

Associated Press

JOHN RAOUX/AP 

Miami quarterback Cam Ward completed 26 of 35 passes for 385
yards and three TDs against Florida on Saturday in Gainesville, Fla.
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W
eek 1 overreactions often
turn into freezing cold takes
by mid-October. See 2023
Colorado, for example.

That said, there has been enough evi-
dence of Clemson’s demise over the last
three seasons to comfortably say the days
of coach Dabo Swinney’s program as a na-
tional championship contender are over
and not have to worry about looking silly
later this year.

In fact, what made No. 1 Georgia’s 34-3
demolition of the 14th-ranked Tigers on
Saturday in Atlanta notable was just how
unsurprising it was.

“When you get beat like that, that’s on
the head coach,” Swinney told reporters.
“Complete ownership of an absolute crap
second half. Sometimes you get your butt
kicked, and we did today.”

The Bulldogs aren’t the defending
champions — No. 9 Michigan has that title
— but at 43-2 with two national titles since
the start of the 2021 season, they are the
standard in college football.

This run of dominance for Kirby
Smart’s squad began against Clemson in
the ‘21 opener. That night in Charlotte,
North Carolina, the Bulldogs beat the Ti-
gers 10-3 without an offensive touchdown.

Since then, Georgia has been a rocket
ship and Clemson is basically the same
team: duds on defense, dysfunctional on
offense, with a coach who simply refuses
to use all avenues available to improve his
team.

Swinney’s lack of transfer portal activ-
ity is well documented.

“People say whatever they are going to
say,” Swinney said. “Doesn’t matter what I
say. We do what’s best for Clemson. When
you lose like this, they’ve got every right to
say whatever they want and write whatev- JOHN BAZEMORE/AP 

Clemson quarterback Cade Klubnik is hit by Georgia linebacker Damon Wilson II after releasing a pass during the second half
Saturday in Atlanta. No. 1-ranked Georgia routed No. 14 Clemson 34-3 in the teams’ season opener.
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Hit hard
Clemson at risk of
demise after feeble
loss against Georgia

BY RALPH D. RUSSO

Associated Press
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