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Free to Deployed Areas

PHoTos BY PHiLLIP WALTER WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes

Guards at U.S. Army Regional Correctional Facility-Europe practice a maneuver used to remove noncompliant inmates from cells on Nov. 22.

Expecting the unexpected

Rank means almost nothing at
obscure US military jail in Europe

By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

SEMBACH KASERNE, Ger-
many — Forest and farmland sur-
round this small American mili-
tary base, which is home to some
of the least popular temporary ac-
commodations in southwest Ger-
many.

For nearly a decade, U.S. ser-
vice members accused or convict-
ed of crimes in Europe and Africa
have been brought to a jail that
many Germans and Americans

living in the area know little
about.

“Some people on Sembach don’t
even know we’re here,” said Army
chaplain Capt. Jeremi Wodecki,
who has worked at U.S. Army Re-
gional Correction Facility-Europe
for almost two years. “But we’re a
very busy facility and we make a
huge impact across the armed
forces.”

Despite its name, the facility is
also used by the Air Force, Navy

SEE JAIL ON PAGE 6

Security fencing surrounds the facility in Sembach Kaserne,
Germany.

Droning on:
Navy testing
unmanned
boats, aircraft

By J.P. LAWRENCE
Stars and Stripes

MANAMA, Bahrain — Un-
manned boats with onboard aerial
drones ready to launch sailed
through the waters off Bahrain on
Thursday, carrying with them the
Navy’s vision of a 100-vessel un-
manned surface fleet in the Mid-
dle East by the end of next sum-
mer.

A three-week training event
dubbed Digital Horizon, which
started last week, features 15
types of unmanned systems, 10 of
which are new to the Navy in the
region, service officials said.

“This is a notable influx of new
systems that Sth Fleet hasn’t
worked with before, especially at
one time,” Cmdr. Timothy Haw-
kins, Naval Forces Central Com-
mand and Sth Fleet spokesman,
said Thursday. “This event, we
haven’t done something like this
yet, but we’ve been building up to
it.”

The Navy aims to rely more on
unmanned vessels aided by artifi-
cial intelligence to help patrol
Middle East waterways through
which much of the world’s trade
transits.

A naval unit known as Task
Force 59 was created last year to
focus on integrating drones and AI
into Sth Fleet operations. Un-
manned systems can operate for
long stretches on their own as they
gather information.

As boats with observers ap-
proached the drones out at sea
Wednesday, the vessels’ artificial
intelligence alerted contractors
and sailors at Task Force 59’s ro-
botics operations center at NSA
Bahrain.

Some of the drone boats can

SEE DRONE ON PAGE 7
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White House approves $1B weapons sale to

Qatar during key World Cup match with Iran

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Biden
administration on Tuesday ap-
proved a $1 billion arms sale to Qa-
tar in a transaction unveiled dur-
ing halftime of the key World Cup
2022 match in Doha between Iran
and the United States.

The State Department an-
nounced it had signed off on Qa-
tar’s purchase of 10 defensive
drone systems, 200 interceptors

SAUDI ARABIA
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FRIDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

and related equipment just as the
second half of the U.S.-Iran game
began. Qatar, along with other
Gulf Arab states, faces threats
from Iranian-backed proxies in
the region.

The department said in a state-
ment the sale would “support the
foreign policy and national secur-
ity objectives of the United States
by helping to improve the security
of a friendly country that contin-
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ues to be an important force for
political stability and economic
progress in the Middle East.”

It will “improve Qatar’s capa-
bility to meet current and future
threats by providing electronic
and kinetic defeat capabilities
against Unmanned Aircraft Sys-
tems. Qatar will have no difficulty
absorbing these articles and/or
servicesintoits armed forces,” the
department said.
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Fighter damaged following Okinawa landing

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
AND KEe1su1 Kosa
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A
Marine Corps stealth fighter was
damaged Thursday following a pre-
cautionary landing at an Okinawa
air base, a Marine official said
Thursday evening.

A suspected electrical problem
prompted the pilot to land the
F-35B Lightning II, assigned to
VMFA-121 at Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Iwakuni, Japan, at Kadena Air
Base without incident at approxi-
mately 1:40 p.m., 1st Marine Air-
craft Wing spokesman Maj. Rob
Martins wrote in a statement to
Stars and Stripes.

Kadena Air Base is home to the
Air Force’s 18th Wing.

While the fifth-generation fighter

JusTiN MARTY/U.S. Marine Corps

A Marine Corps F-35B Lightning
Il stealth fighter at Kadena Air
Base, Okinawa.

was being towed on the flight line,
the front landing gear malfunc-
tioned and the aircraft’s nose
dropped onto the ground, Martins
said. He said the incident caused no
injuries. Video from Japanese pub-
licbroadcaster NHK shared Thurs-
day on Twitter showed the F-35
stopped on a taxiway with its nose

gear collapsed.

“The pilot performed as trained
and chose the safest option, landing
the aircraft safely in accordance
with standard procedures,” Mar-
tins said in the statement. “Operat-
ing our aircraft safely and effective-
ly is a top priority and our aviators
take great precautions to ensure the
safety of the aircrew and the sur-
rounding areas.”

The fighter was conducting
“standard training operations” in
local ranges at the time of the inci-
dent, Martins said in a follow-up
email to Stars and Stripes. After the
aircraft landed, it was surrounded
by fire engines and emergency veh-
icles, NHK reported Thursday af-
ternoon.

It is unclear how much damage
was done to the fighter, Martins

said in his email. He said a “detailed
investigation” will be conducted.

“The mishap class will be deter-
mined by the investigation,” Mar-
tins wrote in the email.

The military defines mishaps by
class from A to D. Class A mishaps
involve repair costs exceeding $2
million or the death or permanent
disability of a service member. A
Class D mishap involves $25,000 to
$59,999 in property damage and in-
juries ranging requiring first aid up
to missing a day from work.

The Marine Corps has had three
Class A mishaps in manned aircraft
in 2022, according to data on the Na-
val Safety Command’s website.

A spokesman for the Okinawa
Defense Bureau, abranch of the Ja-
panese Ministry of Defense, said
Thursday evening it is aware “the

nose of an F35 touched the ground”
but is awaiting details.

A spokesman for Okinawa pre-
fecture’s Military Base Affairs Di-
vision said it was waiting for infor-
mation from the defense bureau.
Gov. Denny Tamaki had not yet
made a public comment on the in-
cident.

The short-takeoff, vertical-land-
ing fighter has been plagued by
high costs and technical issues
since its inception.

The pilot of an F-35A Lightning
11, the Air Force variant, survived a
crash at Hill Air Force Base, Utah
on Oct. 19. A replacement F-35A
costs about $75 million, Reuters re-
ported in July.

burke.matt@stripes.com
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel

2 Navy ships nearly collide 1 in Waters of San Dlego Bay

By Douc G. WARE
Stars and Stripes

The Navy has initiated an inves-
tigation of a near collision be-
tween two ships that occurred in
the waters off San Diego, service
officials said Wednesday.

The USS Momsen and USS Har-
pers Ferry were moving in oppo-
site directions in San Diego Bay on
Tuesday when they came close to
colliding, officials said.

The vessels were able to maneu-
ver past each other safely and nei-
ther ship was damaged, a Navy
spokesperson said.

No related injuries were report-
ed.

“The incident is under investi-
gation,” a spokesperson for the
3rd Fleet said.

A webcam in the bay captured
the near miss and the video was
posted online.

The USS Momsen is an Arleigh
Burke-class, guided-missile de-
stroyer based in San Diego that
entered service in 2003, while the
USS Harpers Ferry is a dock-land-
ing ship based near Seattle that’s
been in service with the Navy
since the mid-1990s.

Dock landing ships are used to
transport landing crafts and am-
phibious vehicles.

The near miss was the second
incident on Tuesday involving a
San Diego-based Navy ship.

A fire broke out and injured
nine sailors aboard the USS Abra-
ham Lincoln as the aircraft carrier
performed routine operations off
the Southern California coast.

The Navy said none of those in-
juries were serious and the fire is
under investigation.

ware.doug@stripes.com

Screengrab from Twitter

The USS Momsen, a guided-missile destroyer, and USS Harpers Ferry, a dock-landing ship, were moving
in opposite directions in San Diego Bay on Tuesday when they came close to colliding, officials said.

Federal judge tosses veteran’s lawsuit
blaming antimalarial drug for psychosis

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A federal
judge threw out a lawsuit against
the maker of an anti-malarial
drug blamed for causing psy-
chotic behavior and neurological
damage to U.S. servicemembers,
ruling that the case had no right
to be filed in California.

The proposed class-action
case brought last year by an Ar-
my veteran accused Roche Lab-
oratories Inc. and Genentech
Inc. of intentionally misleading
the Department of Defense and
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion about the dangers of meflo-
quine, the generic version of the
drug Lariam.

Similar cases had been
brought in Canada and Austra-
lia, but the lawsuit in federal

court in Northern California was
the first large-scale case of its
kind in the U.S., attorneys said.

The U.S. military, which de-
veloped the drug during the Viet-
nam War, was once its largest us-
er to combat malaria. It was giv-
en to hundreds of thousands of
troops sent to Afghanistan and
Somalia.

Roche, which was granted the
intellectual property rights and
won FDA approval for Lariam in
1989, said it manufactured its
last lots for U.S. distribution in
200S. Those drugs expired in
2008 — a year before the compa-
ny’s 2009 merger with Genen-
tech.

The Pentagon continued to
distribute generic versions of the
drug, though elite Army units

were ordered to stop using me-
floquine in 2013 after the FDA
put a black box warning on it af-
ter it was found to cause perma-
nent brain damage in rare cases.
The warning said it caused side
effects such as dizziness, loss of
balance and ringing in the ears
that could become permanent.

The Army has mainly replaced
mefloquine with drugs found to
be safer.

John Nelson of Florida
brought the suit after he said he
became permanently disabled
from taking the drug during his
Army service from 200S to 2015.
Nelson said he never experi-
enced any neuropsychiatric
symptoms until he began taking
mefloquine just before being sta-
tioned in Afghanistan.

9 sailors injured after fire
breaks out on USS Lincoln

By Douc G. WARE
Stars and Stripes

Nine sailors were recovering
from injuries on Wednesday after
a fire broke out aboard a nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier off the
West Coast, Navy officials said.

The Nimitz-class USS Abraham
Lincoln was performing “routine
operations” on Tuesday roughly
30 miles off the Southern Califor-
nia coast when the blaze began,
according to a statement from the
Navy’s 3rd Fleet. The Navy did not
say precisely where the Lincoln
was located off California at the
time.

“The fire was quickly identified
and extinguished through the
crew’s firefighting efforts,” the
3rd Fleet said.

“Nine sailors aboard are report-

ed to have suffered minor injuries
and have been treated aboard the
ship.”

A spokesman for the 3rd Fleet
said six of the injured sailors
showed signs of dehydration.

Officials said the cause of the
blaze is not yet known, but they
noted it didn’t force the Lincoln to
return to port.

The sudden fire is the second
safety-related incident to occur
aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln
in the last few weeks. In Septem-
ber, E. coli bacteria was found in
several of the ship’s potable water
tanks, but the Navy said no sailors
were sickened by it.

The Lincoln was built during
the 1980s and commissioned in
1989. It’s based at Naval Air Sta-
tion North Island in San Diego.
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Troops in Japan given longer curfew

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

Liberty policies for U.S. service
members in Japan ages 20 and ol-
der are about to become a little
more generous, according to
changes announced Thursday by
U.S. Forces Japan.

New policies that take effect
Monday will permit individual
commands to shift their curfews
from rank-based to age-based,
USFJ spokesman Maj. Thomas
Barger told Stars and Stripes by
email Thursday. The standard 1
am. to S am. curfew in place
since March 2020 that applies to
enlisted service members of E-S
and below will apply instead to
members ages 19 and younger, he

said.

Eligible service members may
have another drink in that extra
hour. The changes move the
deadline for consuming alcohol
off-base from midnight to 1 a.m.,
according to Barger.

Service members in Japan are
currently prohibited from con-
suming alcohol anywhere but
their residence, hotel or other
quarters between midnight and S
a.m. The same conditions will ap-
ply under the 1 a.m. deadline.

The changes significantly relax
restrictions on sailors ages 20 and
older, but installation and unit
commanders may impose more
stringent restrictions “as deemed
necessary in order to maintain

good order, discipline and unit
readiness,” Barger said.

“The current update is part of
leadership’s ongoing review of
the order’s necessity and provi-
sions therein to allow for more in-
dividuals to experience the local
communities they work and live
in while maintaining relevant li-
berty safeguards,” he wrote in the
email.

The new policy accounts for the
host nation’s cultural standards
and a U.S. military force that has,
on average, grown older, accord-
ing to Barger. Service members
ranked E-6 and lower are an aver-
age 25.6 years old, while E-4s and
below are an average 22.6 years
old, according to a 2021 Defense

Department report.

“This update better serves our
military personnel while recog-
nizing a shift in demographics to
older, more mature, junior enlist-
ed members now serving in the
U.S. military,” Barger said. “Ja-
panese society traditionally rec-
ognizes those 20 years and older
as adults, therefore bringing the
USFJ policy in line with local cul-
ture and norms.”

A third change eliminates the
requirement for a “liberty bud-
dy” for some service members.
Under that system, military per-
sonnel below E-S were required
to be accompanied on liberty by
another approved individual,
such as another service member

or a family member, between 10
p.m. and S a.m.

The new policy does away with
the buddy requirement entirely, a
decision influenced by the mili-
tary’s built-in culture of camara-
derie, Barger said.

“A buddy/wingman concept is
engrained in our military culture,
therefore administratively man-
dating a nationwide policy was
deemed not relevant nor neces-
sary to maintain military readi-
ness,” he wrote in the email. “We
always have and will continue en-
couraging our personnel to look
out for each other.”

wilson.alex@stripes.com
Twitter: @AlexMNWilson

ANGELA SYLVAIN/DODEA
Students prepare for the ASVAB Career Exploration Program aptitude test at Yokota High School, Tokyo.

Record number of students sit for
career aptitude test at Yokota base

By JosErpH DITZLER
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
A record 144 students at Yokota
High School recently sat for a bat-
tery of tests to discover their ca-
reer potential, according to the
Defense Department school sys-
tem in the Pacific.

The Armed Services Vocational
Aptitude Battery Career Explora-
tion Program identifies students’
skills and interests and provides
them “an opportunity to explore
career and post-secondary op-
tions as well as various college
major and career field pathways,”
according to a news release
Wednesday from Miranda Fergu-
son, spokeswoman for Depart-
ment of Defense Education Activ-
ity-Pacific.

Generations of service mem-
bers are familiar with the ASVAB,

a series of tests the military uses to
match recruits with the jobs
they’re best suited for. Similarly,
the ASVAB Career Exploration
Program, an aptitude test, pro-
vides students with possible
matching careers, highlights their
academic strengths and offers an
“interest inventory,” along with
career exploration tools that stu-
dents can discuss with parents, ac-
cording to the release.

The Career Exploration Pro-
gram is a voluntary test sponsored
by the Department of Defense,
and although the results are avail-
able to military recruiters, stu-
dents and their parents may opt
out of that release, Ferguson said
by email to Stars and Stripes on
Thursday.

Last year, 116 students at Yoko-
ta High took the test battery, but
this year another 28 signed on for

a record number of test-takers at
the school, she said.

“The school attributes this in-
crease to sustained work promot-
ing and explaining the ASVAB Ca-
reer Exploration Program to mul-
tiple audiences, including faculty,
students, and parents,” Ferguson
said. “Faculty encouragement,
student word-of-mouth and par-
ent interest contributed to robust
participation.”

Nearly three-quarters, or 72%,
of eligible students in grades 10 to
12 took the test this year, accord-
ing to the release.

“The test was offered on four
separate days to ensure all inter-
ested students had the opportuni-
ty to participate,” Ferguson said
Thursday.

ditzler.joseph@stripes.com
Twitter: @JosephDitzler

Space Force to set up
CENTCOM-focused
component in Florida

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

The Space Force will establish
its second geographically focused
command on Friday when it activ-
ates U.S. Space Forces-Central at
MacDill Air Force Base, Fla., mil-
itary officials announced Wednes-
day.

The new command will report
directly to U.S. Central Command
leaders and take responsibility for
space-based operations within
Central Command’s area of re-
sponsibility, according toa CENT-
COM statement. CENTCOM, also
headquartered at MacDill, is re-
sponsible for military operations
throughout the Middle East and
central Asia, where the command
has spent recent decades oversee-
ing wars in Iraq, Afghanistan and
Syria.

The new organization, which
will be known as SPACECENT,
will be responsible for ensuring
satellite-based navigation and
communications for troops in the
CENTCOM region and conduct-
ing missile detection, among other
things, according to CENTCOM.
It will initially include about 28
Space Force guardians and be
commanded by Col. Christopher
Putman. A longtime, space-fo-
cused officer in the Space Force
and Air Force, Putman has been
serving recently as the director of
Space Forces for U.S. Air Forces-
Central, which is also headquar-
tered at MacDill.

“Just as the evolution of space
as a warfighting domain necessi-
tated the establishment of a sepa-
rate service, SPACECENT pro-
vides CENTCOM a subordinate
command focused solely and con-
tinuously on space integration

across the command — with all
domains and all components,”
Putman said in the statement.

SPACECENT’s activation
comes just days after the estab-
lishment of U.S. Space Forces In-
do-Pacific on Tuesday at Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in
Hawaii. That command was the
first geographic-focused Space
Force component established.
The Pentagon’s newest military
service established its first com-
ponent command in October 2020,
which provided Space Force
troops to U.S. Space Command.

Pentagon officials said the
Space Force is expected to estab-
lish additional geographic compo-
nent commands in the future, in-
cluding a component assigned to
U.S. European Command. It was
not clear Wednesday when those
additional Space Force elements
would be established.

The Space Force was initially
established in 2019 as a separate
military service within the De-
partment of the Air Force. By far
the smallest of the military servic-
es, the Space Force is charged
with providing troops trained to
ensure the safety and operation of
U.S. space-based assets such as
satellites and conduct other
space-based missions such as
early warnings of incoming mis-
siles.

CENTCOM said Wednesday
that the new Space Force element
would enhance its “ability to pro-
mote security and regional stabil-
ity, while also advancing U.S.
partnerships in the region
throughout the space domain.”

dickstein.corey@stripes.com
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC
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War, pandemic -
delay US pledge ’

to arm Taiwan

By SETH RoBsoN
Stars and Stripes

The war in Ukraine is holding
up already backlogged U.S. efforts
to arm Taiwan, according to a re-
cent U.S. government report.

Delays in delivery of weapons
such as F-16 fighter jets, Stinger
air-defense missiles and Paladin
self-propelled howitzer artillery
to Taiwan were noted in the No-
vember report to Congress by the
U.S.-China Economic and Securi-
ty Review Commission.

“The diversion of existing
stocks of weapons and munitions
to Ukraine and pandemic-related
supply-chain issues have exacer-
bated a sizable backlog in the de-
livery of weapons already ap-
proved for sale to Taiwan, under-
mining theisland’sreadiness,” the
commission said in its report.

More than 400 individual sales
of U.S. equipment or technical as-
sistance to Taiwan were pending,
according to testimony by Deputy
Secretary of State Wendy Sher-
man to the House Foreign Affairs
Committee in April. Sherman’s re-
marks do not specify whether
those sales happened within the
past few years, according to the
November report.

The backlog of weapons deliver-
ies was over $14 billion in Decem-
ber 2021 and is now $18.7 billion,
according to congressional offi-
cials and others familiar with the

matter cited in a Wall Street Jour-
nal report Sunday.

The prospect of a naval block-
ade by China means getting weap-
ons to Taiwan during any future
conflict would be far more chal-
lenging than sending arms to Uk-
raine.

National Security  Council
spokesman John Kirby, in a press
briefing Monday, declined to com-
ment on the backlog.

“I’'m not going to get into it at a
public podium ... talking about in-
ventory stocks of any system
anywhere,” he said Thursday, ac-
cording to a transcript of the brief-
ing provided by the State Depart-
ment. “That just is not a good idea
for — for us to do.”

The U.S. is constantly balancing
its own weapons inventories, those
of allies and partners and people
who purchase arms as well as the
Ukrainian armed forces, Kirby
said.

“And it’s a balancing act,” he
said. “And we’re in constant touch
with, again, allies and partners
about their readiness needs, be-
cause many of them are reliant on
U.S. systems. And, of course, you
know, that includes Taiwan.”

President Joe Biden recently
approved another billion dollars
in arms sales to Taiwan, Kirby
said.

“And, of course, we’re going to
continue to look at what the next it-

*

-

TAwAN MiNISTRY oF NATIONAL DEFENSE

Taiwanese soldiers participate in an exercise in this photo tweeted by Taiwan’s Ministry of National
Defense. A U.S. government report says the war in Ukraine and pandemic supply chain issues have caused
a delay in providing weapons sold to Taiwan for its defense.

eration of that needs to look like
and when that would occur,” he
said. “But we take very seriously
our responsibility to help provide
Taiwan the self-defense capabili-
ties that it needs.”

The U.S. arms sales to Taiwan
are in accordance with law and
policy and that isn’t going to
change, Kirby said.

“Taiwan would like to request
that the weapons the U.S. sells to
Taiwan be delivered as sched-
uled,” Gen. Wang Shin-lung, the
vice minister for armaments at
Taiwan’s Ministry of National De-
fense, said last month, according
to the Wall Street Journal report.

Taiwan and the U.S. are both
concerned about possible delays
in weapons deliveries, according
to Norah Huang, director forinter-

national relations at the Prospect
Foundation, a security and foreign
affairs think tank in Taipei.

The U.S. and Taiwan have been
in discussions about joint manu-
facturing of weapons, she said in
an email Wednesday.

“Weapons like stingers and ja-
velins are in shortage already be-
cause of the war in Ukraine,” she
said. “My sense is, joint manufac-
turing would be part of the U.S.
burden sharing with its [allies]
and partners.”

The slow weapons deliveries
are an issue for Taiwan, especially
asitfaces mounting pressure from
China, agreed Ian Chong, an asso-
ciate professor of political science
at the National University of Sin-
gapore.

“They’ve historically faced dif-

ficulties in getting arms due to
[Chinese] pressure,” he said in an
email Tuesday. “Cognizance of
this challenge is also why Taiwan
has always had a domestic arms
industry with some pockets of ad-
vanced research and develop-
ment.”

Local arms development has re-
ceived aboost under Taiwan Pres-
ident Tsai Ing-wen’s administra-
tion to address the uncertainties
relating to foreign arms supplies,
Chong said.

“Ships, submarines, aircraft,
and missiles are particular areas
of focus, although there is some ef-
fort to develop land systems like
armored vehicles as well,” he said.

robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobsonl

Toxic firetfighting foam spill seen as setback to facility closure

By WyaTT OLSoN
Stars and Stripes

JOINT BASE PEARL HAR-
BOR-HICKAM, Hawaii — The
hundreds of gallons of toxic fire-
fighting foam spilled Tuesday in
the Red Hill fuel storage facility
in Hawaii is a “setback” in drain-
ing its tanks, the rear admiral in
charge of that job said Wednes-
day.

About 1,100 gallons of Aqueous
Film Forming Foam, or AFFF,
was released from a tank near the
top level of the vast underground
facility.

Workers toiled through the
night digging up soil contaminat-
ed with the foam, which contains
PFAS, or perfluoroalkyl and poly-
fluoroalkyl, a class of hazardous
chemicals commonly used in
manufacturing and fire suppres-
sants.

The Navy is in the midst of a

two-year project to drain roughly
104 million gallons of fuel from
the tanks before the facility is per-
manently closed. One year ago, a
fuel leak from the facility contam-
inated drinking water for thou-
sands of residents on and near
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

“This is a setback, but the big-
ger picture here is that we’ve got
to remove this fuel from the tanks
above our aquifer,” Rear Adm.
John Wade told reporters during
a news conference Wednesday at
the joint base.

Up to SO workers at a time la-
bored through the night to remove
soil soaked with AFFF, as well as
tearing up asphalt and concrete
that may have absorbed the foam,
Rear Adm. Stephen Barnett, com-
mander of Navy Region Hawaii,
said at the news conference.

About 250 cubic feet of soil was
put into 131 drums and removed

as of Wednesday afternoon, Bar-
nett said.

The Hawaii Department of
Health said in a news release
Wednesday that it had notified the
Navy it would require the service
to test for PFAS in the soil and
groundwater. It is also requiring
the Navy to contact the manufac-
turer of the foam to identify spe-
cific PFAS components in the
AFFF.

“There continues to be no evi-
dence of impact to surface water
or drinking water,” the Health
Department said.

Ernest Lau, manager and chief
engineer at Oahu’s Board of Wa-
ter Supply, expressed exaspera-
tion with the Navy during a news
conference Wednesday, at one
point struggling to hold back
tears.

“I'm not asking anymore; I’'m
demanding,” Lau said. “We have

a right to know what’s stored
there and being used there in ad-
dition to the 104 million gallons of
petroleum. We want to know what
kind of chemicals are being
stored there and being used on
that facility that could be a risk to
the environment.”

The cause of the spill is still un-
der investigation. The facility had
only one holding tank for the

AFFF, which is now empty, Wade
said.

Left with diminished capacity
to suppress a fire, the facility has
stationed a firetruck onsite round-
the-clock, he added.

All maintenance in the facility
is now on hold as a result, he said.

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
Twitter: @WyattWOlson
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Jail: Facility used
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and Marine Corps and is the only
military jail for the Europe and
African theaters. It’s where U.S.
service members stationed as far
away as Italy, Turkey and Djibouti
are taken to be confined.

Stars and Stripes was recently
granted access to the site to ob-
serve daily operations.

A dozen inmates were being
held at the time of the late Novem-
ber visit, about a third of the jail’s
capacity. While the number may
seem small, officials say it’s de-
ceiving because of the high occu-
pant turnover.

One of the jail’s primary func-
tions is to hold inmates en route to
larger, branch-specific prisons in
the United States. Those not
bound for the U.S. are awaiting
courts-martial or serving sentenc-
es of less than a year.

While most inmates are active-
duty service members, Defense
Department civilian employees
also can be detained at the facility
under certain circumstances.

The short stays mean more peo-
ple arrive and get released at any
hour of any day, including week-
ends and holidays, and that guards
always must be prepared.

“It really is a 24-hour-a-day, 7-
day-a-week service we provide,”
said Army Master Sgt. Marcus
Mitchell, who supervises the
guards.

Upon arrival, inmates are re-
minded that military rules and
discipline are enforced and that
staff members are to be addressed
by their rank.

Staffers, meanwhile, must learn
to engage with inmates of all se-
niority levels equally.

“Everyone is treated the same
once they come through these
doors: as a prisoner,” Mitchell
said. “As far as their rank, they
kind of lose it because they are
here, and they are confined.”

A central control room allows
guards to observe all areas hold-
ing inmates.

Three communal bays with
bunkbeds house most occupants.

A row of individual cells — each
afew yards long and only about an
arm’s length wide, equipped with
a bed, toilet and sink — is where
those who are segregated for dis-
ruptive behavior at the facility are
kept.

Cameras monitoring the cells
are programmed with blacked out
areas that cover inmates’ private
parts when they use the toilet. This
feature, which didn’t exist a few
years ago, is pretty much the only
privacy afforded to the inmates.

Staffers say the cameras are vi-
tal to detecting self-harm and un-
ruly behavior.

When things get out of hand
with an inmate, a procedure
known as a forced cell extraction
may be required.

Five guards remove the inmate
from his cell, search him and re-

“Everyone is
treated the same
once they come
through these
doors: as a
prisoner. As far
as their rank,
they kind of lose
it because they
are here...”

Master Sgt. Marcus Mitchell
U.S. Army

turn him when the go-ahead is giv-
en. This has happened a few times
in recent months, staffers said.

However, most inmates behave
well and focus on rehabilitation,
which includes counseling, ser-
vices for substance abuse and vo-
cational activities, they added.
Stars and Stripes was prohibited
from speaking with any inmates
while at the facility.

Wodecki, the chaplain who spe-
cializes in teaching inmates how to
cope with stress, said he’s had to
provide just as much support to
guards, who often work 12-hour
shifts in groups of six or seven.

“Here, you have to serve two
groups of people,” Wodecki said.
“It’s a tough job for the guards.
They are far away from home.
Many of them are single and have
to work long hours, even on the
weekends. It’s stressful for them.”

Watch commander Sgt. James
Stanphill, who’s been at the jail for
nearly two years after stints at
Guantanamo Bay and the U.S.
Disciplinary Barracks at Fort
Leavenworth, Kan., agrees that
the work can be difficult but said
he’s experienced what he calls
“squad integrity” since assuming
the role.

The facility recently received
the Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Barr
Award, which recognizes the best
detachment-sized  correctional
unit with U.S. Army Corrections
Command.

“Through our work, we have
proven that you don’t have to be
the biggest unit to be the best,”
Stanphill said.

The Sembach jail is a level-one
correction facility, the lowest level
of security in the military’s three-
tier system. The Defense Depart-
ment has one other level-one facil-
ity abroad, in South Korea.

In addition to the guards, a few
dozen other troops make up the
jail’s small, multi-branch staff.
Among the other staff members
are medics, behavioral health spe-
cialists and non-Army liaisons,
who focus on transporting their

by Africa, Europe theaters

.

PHoTos BY PHiLLIP WALTER WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes
A computer in U.S. Army Regional Correctional Facility-Europes control room shows surveillance footage

of a special housing unit cell, with blacked-out areas that are programmed in to provide privacy when
inmates use the toilet.

Army chaplain Capt. Jeremi
Wodecki said he provides equal
support to inmates and prison
staff at the correctional facility.

Resources are limited, but inmates have access to over 4,000 books
and movies.

the jail increases the chance of an
escape attempt, said facility com-
mander Army Maj. Randall Zam-
ora.

“That’s the one thing that keeps
me up at night,” Zamora said.

And finding an escapee off base
could be challenging because
there is minimal cooperation be-
tween the jail and German author-
ities, he said.

But both sides have made over-
tures to change that, with the goal
of conducting a full-scale exercise
with jail staff and German police
sometime next year.

“It’s important we establish
these relationships and are able to
build on them because this is a re-
al-world operation,” Zamora said.
“We have to try to expect the un-
expected.”

The special housing unit is an area that consists of several individual
cells for inmates who must be kept apart from others.

facility.
But the fact that inmates are
routinely transported to and from

branch prisoners to the U.S.
Since it opened in 2014, no one
has tried to break out of the

wellman.phillip@stripes.com
Twitter: @pwwellman



Friday, December 2, 2022

e STARS AND STRIPES °

SRR RE ]

Pace 7

MILITARY

NORAD begins FJi

annual mission
to track Santa

By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

A military command that pro-
tects North America from poten-
tial air and sea threats has begun
its annual side mission of prepar-
ing to track Santa Claus’ journey
around the world on Christmas
Eve.

On Thursday, the North Amer-
ican Aerospace Defense Com-
mand at Peterson Space Force
Base in Colorado Springs, Colo.,
reactivated its Santa-tracking
website, which will provide live
updates on his whereabouts on
Dec. 24.

Until then, visitors to Noradsan-
ta.org in English and seven other
languages can access a count-
down to Christmas, festive movies
and stories, a Christmas song
playlist and a new holiday-themed
game each day.

The efforts continue a nearly
seven-decade tradition by the
joint U.S.-Canadian command,
which constantly monitors air
traffic over the continent.

“For the holiday season, we just
add one extra mission that falls in
line with our daily operations,”

JeFF Firzmorris/U.S. Air Force
NORAD Tracks Santa volunteers
answer phones and emails in
2019 during the annual event in
Colorado Springs, Colo.

spokeswoman Capt. Alexandra
Hejduk of the Canadian armed
forces told Stars and Stripes. “It’s
a mission of holiday cheer.”
NORAD’s predecessor, the
Continental Air Defense Com-
mand, or CONAD, began tracking
Santa’s Christmas journey by co-
incidence in 1955, when an adver-
tisement by Sears Roebuck in Col-
orado Springs misprinted a tele-
phone number for children to call
Santa. The published number was
the CONAD commander-in-
chief’s operations hotline.
Recognizing the mistake, the di-
rector of operations at the time,

.

JHomiL Bansi/Defense Department

Volunteers answer phones and emails from children around the globe during the NORAD Tracks Santa
event in Colorado Springs, Colo., on Dec. 24.

Col. Harry Shoup, instructed his
staff to tell young callers that ra-
dar was being monitored for indi-
cations of Santa traveling from the
North Pole.

CONAD personnel provided
live updates on his location, and
thus the tradition was born.

NORAD Tracks Santa has since
grown to reach millions each year.
The website alone gets about 14
million views per season, accord-
ing to figures provided by the
command.

Its Santa-tracking app is also
available on Android and iOS de-

vices, and the mission has several
social media accounts on plat-
forms like Facebook and You-
Tube.

Sticklers for tradition can still
phone in for wupdates from
anywhere in the world at 877-HI-
NORAD (877-446-6723). And you
never know who might pick up.
Former first lady Michelle Obama
answered calls when she partici-
pated from 2009 to 2016.

More than 1,500 Canadian and
American uniformed personnel,
Defense Department civilian em-
ployees and others help each sea-

son, according to the command.

Volunteers and donations from
companies cover virtually all of
the costs of running the program,
which shows no signs of slowing
down, Hejduk said.

“I’s a tradition the NORAD
team is proud to continue each
year,” Hejduk said. “As long as
there are children asking, ‘Where
is Santa?” NORAD will be there
each holiday season to keep them
informed.”

wellman.phillip@stripes.com
Twitter: @pwwellman

Drone: 10
systems are
new to Navy

FROM PAGE 1

identify objects in the water and
spot suspicious behavior. This ca-
pability allows humans to focus on
priority threats, Navy Capt. Mi-
chael Brasseur, commodore of
Task Force 59, said Thursday.

“What we want to do ultimately
is expand further how far we can
see,” Brasseur said. “And we want
to leverage machine learning and
Al to reduce the cognitive load on
the watch-standers.”

Over the past year, Task Force
S9 operated unmanned surface
ships in the Middle East for more
than 25,000 hours, a Naval Forces
Central Command statement last
week said.

Some of the vessels known as
Saildrone Explorers have operat-
ed at sea for as long as 220 consec-
utive days, the NAVCENT state-
ment said.

Iran seized those drones on sep-
arate occasions in August and
September.

In both instances, Iranian sail-
ors released them as U.S. war-

.

Puo-ros BYJ P. LAWRENCE/Stars and Stripes

The doors of a box containing an aerial drone open aboard an
unmanned ship at Naval Support Activity Bahrain on Thursday. The
ship, the Elbit Systems Seaguill, uses a human pilot while navigating
busy harbors. The aerial drone, the Easy Aerial SAMS-T, can fly above
the ship while drawing power via a 300-foot cable.

ships neared, the Navy said.

Iran has gained prominence for
its own unmanned technology,
specifically the aerial drones it is
supplying to Russia for use in the

WL pilli'._L‘
“. - .I =&

A Saild_rone Expl_b_l-er passes in fr_ont of the cfe&ved Coast Guard cutter
Emlen Tunnell on Wednesday in the waters of the Persian Gulf.

war in Ukraine.

The Digital Horizon exercise in-
cludes three aerial drones that
will be tested in the Middle East
for the first time.

Aerovel’s Flexrotor and Shield
AT’s V-BAT each have vertical ta-
keoff and landing systems. The
other is tethered on a cable and
can operate in harsh environ-
ments, a Navy statement said.

One aquatic drone being tested,
the Ocean Aero Triton, can oper-
ate for eight days at a time as a
submarine and three months as a
surface vessel.

The Triton’s sail rotated up and

down Thursday as the company
representative demonstrated how
the drone can go underwater with-
in minutes if it detects a threat.

The 10 new drone systems in the
exercise were selected from 100
companies that applied, Navy offi-
cials said.

Of the 100 unmanned surface
vessels the task force wants sail-
ing around the Middle East by
next summer, the U.S. will con-
tribute 20, while regional allies
will contribute the rest, Navy offi-
cials said.

lawrence.jp@stripes.com
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Ukraine aims to stop Russm regrouping

By Laura King
AND TRACY WILKINSON
Los Angeles Times

MYKOLAIV, Ukraine — On the
desolate battlefronts of southern
and eastern Ukraine, the clinging,
claylike mud of late autumn is be-
ginning to congeal into iciness. As
snow flurries and freezing tem-
peratures set in, the last thing this
country’s leaders want is for the
war’s front lines to harden in
place as well.

Any wintertime letup in combat
operations, Ukrainian officials
believe, would give Russia’s be-
leaguered army a chance to rest,
regroup and try to seize momen-
tum that has eluded Moscow’s
forces throughout more than nine
months of fighting. So even dur-
ing the coming cold months, Uk-
raine is determined to keep up
military pressure on a numerical-
ly superior but faltering foe.

But Russia is employing a pres-
sure tactic of its own: deliberate
destruction of Ukraine’s energy
infrastructure, with civilian mo-
rale as an indirect target. Waves
of bombardment that began in
earnest in early October, aimed at
targets such as thermal plants and
electrical substations, have
brought the national power grid to
the brink of collapse just as tem-
peratures are plummeting.

Ukrainian officials and West-
ern allies have taken to calling it
the weaponization of winter.

“This war has knocked on the
door of each and every Ukrainian
home,” Iryna Maruniak, who
oversees utility issues for the mu-
nicipality of Lviv, western Uk-
raine’s biggest city, said last
week, citing power cuts that have
left millions of households across
the country dark and cold.

Ukraine expects the punishing
onslaught to continue.

“As long as they have missiles,
they won’t stop, unfortunately,”
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said in a video address
this week.

Acknowledging what has be-
come the dual-front nature of the
war — the military’s need for so-
phisticated armaments, both of-

fensive and defensive, and the
burgeoning needs of an electrici-
ty-starved populace — Ukraine’s
defense minister, Dmytro Kule-
ba, succinctly summed up his
country’s wish list.

“Patriots and transformers,” he
told reporters on the sidelines of
this week’s North Atlantic Treaty
Organization summit in Romania,
referring to sophisticated missile-
defense systems and devices that
transfer energy from one electri-
cal circuit to another, which are in
short supply as urgent power-grid
repairs continue around the
clock.

U.S. and NATO officials this
week seemed to be addressing
that wish list. As a supplement to
the nearly $40 billion in weapons
and military equipment the West
is shipping to Ukraine, the U.S.
announced a $53-million package
of “energy aid,” including the cru-
cial transformers as well as gen-
erators and spare parts for elec-
trical systems.

In Washington, a senior De-
fense Department official said the
Pentagon is considering adding
long-range Patriot surface-to-air
missile systems to a future pack-
age of military aid to Ukraine.

Despite harsh weather condi-
tions in the field, or perhaps be-
cause of them, Western analysts
and officials believe Ukrainian
commanders will keep pushing
during the cold-weather months
to recapture more territory con-
trolled by Russia.

Ukraine wants to build on mil-
itary successes that came both
early and recent. In April, its forc-
es repelled Russia’s attempt to
seize the capital, Kyiv. In Septem-
ber, Ukrainian forces retook thou-
sands of square miles in the north-
eastern province of Kharkiv. Last
month, Russian troops, cut off
from their own supply lines, were
forced to abandon the strategic
city of Kherson, the only provin-
cial capital they had managed to
capture since February.

Roman CHor/AP

Ukrainian MLRS Multiple Launch Rocket System takes a position on the frontline at an undisclosed
location in the Donetsk region, Ukraine, on Nov. 24.

Better-equipped and more dis-
ciplined UKkrainian forces will
probably stand up well against ill-
trained, poorly supplied Russian
troops who quickly found them-
selves thrust onto the front lines
after being mobilized, Western
military assessments suggest.

In a winter preview, British
military intelligence said last
month that “changes to daylight
hours, temperature, and weather
will present unique challenges”
for both sides. The assessment
said, though, that NATO-standard
cold-weather gear provided to
Ukrainian forces would help pro-
tect against hypothermia.

Autumn rain, and resulting
thick mud, has slowed the pace of
battle, but freezing ground later
in winter will again allow freer
movement of heavy equipment —
one reason Putin waited until
February to invade.

But the forecast is brutal in
places such as Bakhmut, an east-
ern city that has been a vortex of

carnage unleashed by Russian
forces, including mercenaries
from the notorious private Wagn-
er group. The devastated land-
scape, riddled with tree stumps
and water-filled shell holes,
hauntingly evokes scenes of
trench warfare in World War 1.

Inthe south, the Black Sea coast
may now be a crucial springboard
for Ukrainian forces. For months,
Ukraine successfully defended
the city of Mykolaiv, though dead-
ly, near-constant missile attacks
ravaged parts of it.

The city of Kherson, now freed
from an eight-month Russian oc-
cupation, has been under fierce
Russian shelling from across the
Dnieper River, where Moscow’s
forces have been fortifying their
defenses in anticipation of a re-
newed Ukrainian push.

For Ukraine, even victories are
clouded by suffering. Last month,
authorities began evacuating ci-
vilians from recently recaptured
areas of Kherson and Mykolaiv
provinces, foreseeing that winter
conditions will simply be too diffi-
cult due to lack of heat, power and
water.

Neither side gives a public ac-
counting of its dead and wounded,
although Western estimates sug-
gest casualties on both sides num-
ber in the many tens of thousands.
Ukraine’s military said that, by its
reckoning, S00 Russian soldiers
were killed in one 24-hour period
this week.

And every day across the coun-
try, intimate scenes of grief dot
the conflict’s vast canvas.

In a war in which not only the
young but the middle-aged go off
to fight, Yuriy Chernenko —
killed on the eastern front two
days before what would have
been his S4th birthday — was
mourned by classmates in Lviv,
who remembered their kinder-
garten days together nearly half a
century earlier.

“He was so happy to be a grand-
father; it brought him such joy,”
said Iryna Krupchak, S3, who
joined the solemn procession be-
hind Chernenko’s coffin. “I curse
those who stole his life from him.”

Russian shelling cuts off power again in liberated Kherson

Associated Press

KHERSON, Ukraine — Russian
shelling cut off power in much of
the recently liberated Ukrainian
city of Kherson on Thursday, just
days after it was restored amid
Moscow’s ongoing drive to de-
stroy key civilian infrastructure
as freezing weather sets in.

In Kyiv, Mayor Vitali Klitschko
warned the capital’s millions of
residents that they should stock up
on water and preserved food to see
them through a winter that could

prove miserable if more energy
infrastructure is damaged.

He also urged people to consid-
er leaving the city to stay with
friends or family elsewhere, if
possible.

“Trying months lie ahead. The
enemy still possesses substantial
resources,” Ukrainian Defense
Minister Oleksiy Reznikov said.
He added, however, that “signs
are accumulating that (Russia)
needs a pause at all costs.”

Ukraine has faced a blistering

onslaught of Russian artillery fire
and drone attacks since early Oc-
tober.

The shelling has been especially
intense in Kherson since Russian
forces withdrew and Ukraine’s ar-
my reclaimed the southern city al-
most three weeks ago.

Ukraine’s presidential office
said Thursday that at least two ci-
vilians were killed and six others
wounded nationwide by the latest
Russian shelling. In Kherson, a
70-year-old woman was Killed in

her apartment and a 64-year-old
man was wounded on the street. A
15-year-old boy died when a hospi-
tal in the northeastern Sumy re-
gion town of Bilopillia was hit, the
presidential office said.

Local authorities said about
two-thirds of Kherson had elec-
tricity as of Thursday night. Some
residents congregated at the train
station or at government-support-
ed tents that provided heating,
food, drinks and electricity to
charge cellphones.

In the eastern Dnipropetrovsk
region, Russian forces fired “from
evening till morning” at Ukrai-
nian-held towns facing the Rus-
sian occupied Zaporizhzhia Nu-
clear Power Plant across the
Dnieper River, the regional gov-
ernor said Thursday.

Elsewhere in eastern Ukraine,
Russian forces continued their at-
tempts to encircle the Donetsk re-
gion city of Bakhmut, focusing on
several villages around it and try-
ing to cut a key highway.
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Biden, Macron

discuss climate, £
Ukraine,

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presidents
Joe Biden and Emmanuel Macron
sat down Thursday for the center-
piece talks of a pomp-filled
French state visit, with the two
leaders eager to talk through the
war in Ukraine, concerns about
China’s increasing assertiveness
in the Indo-Pacific and European
dismay over aspects of Biden’s
signature climate law.

Biden was to honor Macron
with the first state dinner of his
presidency on Thursday evening,
but first the two leaders met in the
Oval Office to discuss difficult is-
sues that they face.

At the top of the agenda is the 9-
month-old war in UKkraine in
which Biden and Macron face
headwinds as they try to maintain
unity in the U.S. and Europe to
keep economic and military aid
flowing to Kyiv as it tries to repel
Russian forces.

“The choices we make today
and the years ahead will deter-
mine the course of our world for
decades to come,” Biden said at an
arrival ceremony.

China

Macron at the start of the face-
to-face meeting acknowledged the
“challenging times” in Ukraine
and called on the two nations to
better “synchronize our actions”
on climate.

In Washington, Republicans
are set to take control of the
House, where GOP leader Kevin
McCarthy has said his party’s law-
makers will not write a “blank
check” for Ukraine. Across the At-
lantic, Macron’s efforts to keep
Europe united will be tested by the
mounting costs of supporting Uk-
raine in the war and as Europe
battles rising energy prices that
threaten to derail the post-pan-
demic economic recovery.

Macron at the arrival ceremony
stressed a need for the U.S. and
France to keep the West united as
the war continues.

“Our two nations are sisters in
the fight for freedom,” Macron de-
clared.

Amid the talk of maintaining
unity, differences on trade were
shadowing the visit.

Macron has made clear that he
and other European leaders are

ALEx BRANDON/AP

French President Emmanuel Macron, left, and President Joe Biden stand during a State Arrival Ceremony
on the South Lawn of the White House on Thursday.

concerned about the incentives in
a climate-related law that favor
American-made climate technol-
ogy, including electric vehicles.
He criticized the legislation,
known as the Inflation Reduction
Act, during a luncheon Wednes-
day with U.S. lawmakers and
again during a speech at the
French Embassy. Macron said
that while the Biden administra-
tion’s efforts to curb climate
change should be applauded, the
subsidies would be an enormous
setback for European companies.
“The choices that have been

made ... are choices that will frag-
ment the West,” Macron said. He
said the legislation “creates such
differences between the United
States of America and Europe that
all those who work in many com-
panies (in the U.S.), they will just
think, ‘We don’t make investments
any more on the other side of the
Atlantic.””

The European Union has also
expressed concern that tax cred-
its, including those aimed at en-
couraging Americans to buy elec-
tric vehicles, would discriminate
against European producers and

break World Trade Organization
rules.

Macron also raised eyebrows
earlier this month in a speech at a
summit in Bangkok when he re-
ferred to the U.S. and China as
“two big elephants” that are at the
cusp of creating “a big problem
for the rest of jungle.” His visit to
Washington also comes as both
the U.S. and France are keeping
an eye on China after protests
broke out last weekend in several
mainland cities and Hong Kong
over Beijing’s “zero COVID”
strategy.

Inflation gauge

slows down but
still high at 6%

Associated Press
WASHINGTON — A measure of inflation that is

closely monitored by the Federal Reserve eased but
remained at an elevated level in October, likely rein-
forcing the Fed’s intent to keep raising interest rates
to cool the economy and slow the rise of prices.

Thursday’s report from the Commerce Depart-
ment showed that prices rose 6% in October from a
year earlier. That was down from 6.3% year-over-
year increase in September. Excluding volatile food
and energy prices, so-called core inflation over the
previous 12 months was 5%, less than the 5.2% annual
increase in September.

Responding to the worst inflation bout since the
early 1980s, the Fed has raised its benchmark rate six
times since March, and its past four hikes have each
been by a hefty three-quarters of a point. The central
bank is hoping to engineer the difficult task of bring-
ing inflation down to its 2% annual target without
causing a recession in the process.

On Wednesday, Fed Chair Jerome Powell said in a
speech that the central bank could slow its rate hikes
to a half-point increase when it next meets in two
weeks — a message that sent cheers through the fi-
nancial markets. Yet at the same time, Powell made
clear that the policymakers intend to keep their key
rate, which affects many consumer and business

SeTH WENIG/AP

Signs advertise prices at a Walmart in Secaucus,
N.J., on Nov. 22,

loans, at a high level for a prolonged period.

The Fed’s series of aggressive rate increases have
made borrowing costs sharply more expensive
across the economy. The housing market, in partic-
ular, has been hammered by a doubling of mortgage
rates from a year ago: Sales of previously occupied
homes have dropped for nine straight months. Many
economists expect the United States to fall into a re-
cession next year as the effects of those costlier loan
rates take root.

Yet in the meantime, the overall economy is show-
ing signs of surprising durability. On Wednesday, the
government estimated that the economy grew at a
solid 2.9% annual rate from July through September.
The job market, the most important barometer of ec-
onomic health, remains robust. Employers have add-
ed a healthy average of 407,000 jobs a month so far
this year, and unemployment remains near a half-
century low.

Applications for jobless
benefits decline last week

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The number
of Americans applying for unem-
ployment benefits came back
down last week, hovering near
levels suggesting the U.S. labor
market has been largely unaffect-
ed by the Federal Reserve’s ag-
gressive interest rate hikes.

Applications for jobless aid fell
to 225,000 for the week ending
Nov. 26, a decline of 16,000 from
the previous week’s 241,000, the
Labor Department reported
Thursday. The four-week moving
average of claims, which evens
out week-to-week swings, inched
up by 1,750 to 227,000.

Applications for unemployment
benefits are a proxy for layoffs,
and viewed with other employ-
ment data, shows that American
workers are enjoying extraordin-
ary job security at the moment, de-
spite an economy with some glar-
ing weaknesses.

In spite of persistent inflation
and rapidly rising interest rates,
U.S. employers added 261,000 jobs
last month and are creating an av-
erage of nearly 407,000 a month

this year. That pace would make
2022 the second-best year for hir-
ing — after 2021 — in government
records going back to 1940. There
are nearly two job openings for ev-
ery unemployed American. The
unemployment rate is 3.7%, a cou-
ple of ticks above a half-century
low.

The government issues its No-
vember jobs report on Friday.

New weekly applications for un-
employment benefits have been
extremely low early this year —
staying below 200,000 for much of
February, March and April. They
began to tick up in late spring and
hit 261,000 in mid-July before
trending lower again.

The Labor Department said
Thursday that 1.61 million people
were receiving jobless aid the
week that ended Nov. 19, up 57,000
from the week before.

The tech and real estate sectors
have been outliers in an otherwise
robust employment market, with
Facebook, Twitter, Amazon,
DoorDash, Redfin and Compass
all announcing significant layoffs
in recent months.
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Amazon won't stop selling antisemitic film

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Amazon CEO
Andy Jassy said Wednesday the
company does not have plans to
stop selling the antisemitic film that
gained notoriety recently after
Brooklyn Nets guard Kyrie Irving
tweeted out an Amazon link to it.

Pressure has been mounting on
Amazon to discontinue sale of the
film, called “Hebrews to Negroes:
Wake Up Black America,” since
Irving shared the link to the docu-
mentary with his millions of Twit-
ter followers in October. The syn-

opsis on Amazon says the film “un-
covers the true identity of the Chil-
dren of Israel.”

At The New York Times’ Deal-
Book Summit in New York City,
Jassy said it is difficult for the com-
pany to determine what content
crosses the line to where Amazon
doesn’tmakeit available to custom-
ers.

“As a retailer of content to hun-
dreds of millions of customers with
a lot of different viewpoints, we
have to allow access to those view-
points, even if they are objectiona-

ble — objectionable and they differ
from our particular viewpoints,”
the Times quoted Jassy as saying.
He said making decisions about
what content to take down is “more
straightforward” in some cases,
such as when it “actively incites or
promotes violence, or teaches peo-
ple to do things like pedophilia.”
Dozens of celebrities, public fig-
ures as well as Jewish organiza-
tions and the Nets have called on
the company to take down the film
or add a disclaimer offering an ex-
planation as to why the documen-

tary and related book are problem-
atic.

Amazon told the newspaper last
month that it would look into add-
ing a disclaimer on the documen-
tary’s main page. But that hasn’t
happened.

The Seattle-based company did
not reply to request for comment
sent by The Associated Presslast
month on whether it would add a
disclaimer or not. Jassy, who is
Jewish, said Wednesday that Ama-
zon has employees that flag con-
tent, but scaling that more broadly

could be challenging.

“The reality is that we have very
expansive customer reviews,” he
said. “For books with a lot of atten-
tion — especially public attention
— customers do a good job moni-
toring other people.”

Irving was suspended by the
Nets on Nov. 3 after he refused tois-
sue the apology that NBA Commis-
sioner Adam Silver sought for post-
ing the link the the film. He re-
turned after issuing an apology
more than two weeks later. He mis-
sed eight games.

AG: Penalize doctor
who spoke of Ohio
10-year-old’s abortion

Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Indiana’s
Republican attorney general on
Wednesday asked the state medi-
cal licensing board to discipline an
Indianapolis doctor who has spo-
ken publicly about providing an
abortion to a 10-year-old rape vic-
tim who traveled
from Ohio after
its more-restric-
tive abortion law
took effect.

The complaint
alleges Dr. Cait-
lin Bernard vio-
lated state law
by not reporting
the girl’s child abuse to Indiana
authorities and violated patient
privacy laws by telling a newspa-
per reporter about the girl’s treat-
ment.

That account sparked a national
political uproar in the weeks after
the U.S. Supreme Court over-
turned Roe v. Wade in June, with
some news outlets and Republi-
can politicians falsely suggesting
Bernard fabricated the story and
President Joe Biden nearly shout-
ing his outrage over the case dur-
ing a White House event.

Bernard and her lawyers main-
tain the girl’s abuse had already
been reported to Ohio police and
child protective services officials
before the doctor ever saw the
child. A 27-year-old man has been

charged in Columbus, Ohio, with
raping the girl.

Bernard’s lawyers argue Indi-
ana Attorney General Todd Rok-
ita, whois stridently anti-abortion,
has been spreading false or mis-
leading information about the doc-
tor with his investigation allega-
tions for several months.

The attorney general’s com-
plaint asked the licensing board to
impose “appropriate disciplinary
action” but doesn’t specify a re-
quested penalty. State licensing
boards ensure physicians have the
appropriate training and educa-
tion to practice in the state and can
suspend, revoke or place on pro-
bation a doctor’s license.

“Dr. Bernard violated the law,
her patient’s trust, and the stan-
dards for the medical profession
when she disclosed her patient’s
abuse, medical issues, and medi-
cal treatment to a reporter at an
abortion rights rally to further her
political agenda,” the office said in
a statement. “Simply concealing
the patient’s name falls far short of
her legal and ethical duties here.”

White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre on Wednes-
day condemned Rokita’s request.

“This is not about the concerns
of the victim,” she said. “This is
not about the victim at all. This is
an elected official going after a
doctor for helping a child who was
raped and seeking health care.”

GREGORY BuLL/AP

Ingrid Yang, left, and Kelly Bruno, both of San Diego, take a photo in front of lava erupting from Hawaii's
Mauna Loa volcano Wednesday near Hilo, Hawaii.

Viewers tlock to watch glowing
lava ooze from Hawaii volcano

Associated Press

KAILUA-KONA, Hawaii—The
world’s largest volcano oozed riv-
ers of glowing lava Wednesday,
drawing thousands of awestruck
viewers who jammed a Hawaii
highway that could soon be cov-
ered by the flow.

Mauna Loa awoke from its 38-
year slumber Sunday, causing
volcanic ash and debris to drift
down from the sky. A main high-
way linking towns on the east and
west coasts of the Big Island be-

came an impromptu viewing
point, with thousands of cars jam-
ming the highway near Volcanoes
National Park.

Anne Andersen left her over-
night shift as a nurse to see the
spectacle Wednesday, afraid that
the road would soon be closed.

“It’s Mother Nature showing us
her face,” she said, as the volcano
belched gas on the horizon. “It’s
pretty exciting.”

Gordon Brown, a visitor from
Loomis, Calif., could see the bright

orange lava from the bedroom of
his rental house. So he headed out
for a close-up view with his wife.

“We just wanted ... to come see
this as close as we could get. And it
is so bright, it just blows my
mind,” Brown said.

The lava was tumbling slowly
down the slope and was about 6
miles from the highway known as
Saddle Road. It was not clear
when, or if, it would cover the
road, which runs through old lava
flows.

LAPD seeks Reddit search warrant over leaked city council remarks

Associated Press
LOS ANGELES — Police have
sought a search warrant for the Red-
dit website as they try to identify the
person who leaked a racist discus-
sion between Los Angeles City
Council members and a powerful la-
bor leader, causing a scandal that
has rocked the community and sha-

ken faith in its lawmakers.

The LAPD is trying to determine
the origin of the recording that ap-
peared on the site in October, ac-
cording to a Tuesday statement.

“The investigation involves inter-
views of persons present and any
potential witnesses that have insight
into this investigation. A search war-
rant request has been initiated to
Reddit in order to identify the per-

son responsible for posting the rec-
ording,” said the statement.

There was no immediate infor-
mation on whether the request had
been granted or other details of the
ongoing investigation, Officer J.
Chaves, an LAPD spokesperson,
said Wednesday.

An email to Reddit seeking com-
ment wasn’t immediately returned.

Police Chief Michel Moore an-
nounced last month that detectives
were investigating whether the rec-
ording made last year was made ille-
gally.

The previously unknown record-
ing was of a 2021 private meeting in-
volving then-council president Nury
Martinez and Councilmen Kevin de
Leén and Gil Cedillo, as well as Ron

Hererra, head of the Los Angeles
County Federation of Labor.

The people at the discussion, all
Latino Democrats, were captured
on the recording scheming to pro-
tect their political clout in the re-
drawing of council districts during
an hourlong, closed-door meeting
that was laced with bigoted com-
ments.
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China eases virus measures amid protests

Associated Press

BEIJING — More Chinese ci-
ties eased anti-virus restrictions
and police patrolled their streets
Thursday as the government tried
to defuse public anger over some
of the world’s most stringent CO-
VID measures and head off more
protests.

Following weekend demonstra-
tions at which some crowds made
the politically explosive demand
that leader Xi Jinping resign, the
streets of major cities have been

quiet in the face of a crackdown
that has been largely out of sight.

Guangzhou in the south, Shi-
jiazhuang in the north, Chengdu
in the southwest and other major
cities announced they were easing
testing requirements and controls
on movement. In some areas,
markets and bus service reo-
pened. A newspaper reported
Beijing, the capital, has begun al-
lowing some people with the virus
to isolate at home, avoiding
crowded quarantine centers that

have prompted complaints. The
government didn’t immediately
respond to a request for confirma-
tion.

But many of the rules that
brought people into the streets of
Shanghai, Beijing and at least six
other cities remain in force. The
death of former leader Jiang Ze-
min this week could provide an-
other opportunity for crowds to
gather and potentially protest.

The announcements easing re-
strictions didn’t mention last

weekend’s protests of the human
cost of anti-virus measures that
confine millions of people to their
homes. But the timing and public-
ity suggested Xi’s government
was trying to mollify public anger.

While experts say Beijing’s pol-
icies are unsustainable, they warn
it can’t relax controls that keep
most travelers out of China until
tens of millions of older people are
vaccinated. They say that means
“zero COVID” might stay in place
for as much as another year.

Suspicious package found
at US Embassy in Spain

Associated Press

MADRID — Police in Spain
detonated a suspicious envelope
discovered at the U.S. Embassy
in Madrid, Spanish officials said
Thursday, a day after a similar
package sent to the Ukrainian
Embassy ignited upon opening
and injured an employee.

“We can confirm a suspicious
package was received at the U.S.
Embassy in Madrid, and are
aware of reports of other packag-
es sent to other locations through-
out Spain,” the American embas-
sy said in a response to an Asso-
ciated Press inquiry.

“We are grateful to Spanish law
enforcement for their assistance
with this matter,” it added.

Authorities cordoned off a wide
area around the embassy, located
in the center of Spain’s capital.

The action followed police re-
porting that multiple explosive
letters were sent in Spain over the
past two days. Police said they
were delivered to Spain’s De-
fense Ministry, a European
Union satellite center located at
the Torrejon de Ardoz air base
outside Madrid and to an arms
factory in northeastern Spain

that makes grenades sent to Uk-
raine.

Spanish authorities have yet to
determine who was responsible
for the letters or link them to the
war in Ukraine.

Authorities said a bomb squad
also destroyed an explosive de-
vice that was dispatched by reg-
ular post to Spanish Prime Minis-
ter Pedro Sanchez on Nov. 24.

The Russian Embassy in Ma-
drid on Thursday condemned the
letter bombs, saying in a tweet
that “any threat or terrorist at-
tack, especially those directed at
diplomatic missions, are totally
condemnable.”

The package sent to the Ukrai-
nian Embassy was addressed to
the country’s ambassador to
Spain. The employee handling it
was slightly injured when it burst
into flames.

Spain’s National Court is inves-
tigating the incident as a terrorist
act.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba ordered stepped-
up security at all of Ukraine’s for-
eign embassies abroad and asked
his Spanish counterpart for a fast
investigation.

PAauL WHITE/AP

Police officers stand guard as they cordon off the area next to the
U.S. Embassy in Madrid on Thursday.

Taliban ban
broadcasts
from Voice
of America

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Voice of
America said Wednesday that Tali-
ban authorities have banned FM ra-
dio broadcasts from VOA and Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty in Af-
ghanistan, starting Thursday.

VOA said Taliban authorities cited
“complaints they have received about
programming content” without pro-
viding specifics.

VOA and RFE are funded by the
U.S. government, though they claim
editorial independence.

The Taliban overran Afghanistan
in August 2021 as American and NA-
TO forces were in the final weeks of
their pullout from the country after 20
years of war.

Despite initially promising a more
moderate rule, they have restricted
rights and freedoms and widely im-
plemented their harsh interpretation
of Islamic law, or Sharia.

The advocacy group Reporters
Without Borders said recently that
Afghanistan has lost 40% of its media
outlets and 60% of its journalists since
the Taliban takeover.
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Season’s
streaming

Don’t miss a tinsel-strewn moment with
this ultimate guide to new holiday films

By AMaNnDA KoNDOLOJY
Orlando Sentinel

treamers like Netflix, HBO Max, Disney+ and
more are getting into the holiday spirit early this
season, with merry and bright new movies
releasing now through the end of the year.
If you’re looking to settle in for some feel-good holiday
films, here’s your ultimate guide to what’s streaming. All
movies are now available unless otherwise indicated.

Apple TV+

“Spirited”: This musical
upending of “A Christmas Carol”
finds the Ghost of Christmas
Present (Will Ferrell) finding the
wrong Scrooge in Clint Briggs
(Ryan Reynolds), who instead
ends up reexamining his own
past, present and future.

Discovery+

“A Christmas Open House”:
Sparks fly when Atlanta property
stager Melissa Norwood (Katie
Stevens) reconnects with her old
high school crush, real estate
agent David Phelps, to sell her
mom’s old home before the holi-
days. However, complications
arise and with the Christmas
deadline looming, will these two
find their happily ever after in
time for the holidays?

“Designing Christmas”: Inte-
rior designer Stella (Jessica
Szohr) harbors complicated feel-
ings for contractor Pablo (Marco
Grazzini), who co-hosts a popular
home renovation show with her.
Although Stella is planning her
wedding with fiance Jack (My-
kee Selkin), she is having second
thoughts, especially after produc-
tion delays create more time with
Pablo.

“A Gingerbread Christmas”:
Hagzel Stanley (Tiya Sircar) is

hoping to save the family bakery
by winning $100,000 in a ginger-
bread house competition led by
food celebrity Mark Clemmons
(Duff Goldman). However, will
an unexpected romance with
local contractor James Meadows
(Marc Bendavid) tear everything
apart?

“One Delicious Christmas”:
Abby Richmond (Vanessa Mara-
no) inherits a struggling restau-
rant and needs to secure an in-
vestment from restaurant mogul
Alexandra Grandfield (Kathy
Maloney) to keep it going in the
wake of a bad review by Tom
Kingsley (Bobby Flay). In re-
sponse, Abby hires hot-shot chef
Preston Weaver (Alex Mallari
Jr.) to shake up the menu, and
finds love burning in the kitchen.
But will it be enough to save the
restaurant?

Disney+

“The Santa Clauses”: The fan
favorite series starring Tim Allen
as Scott Calvin returns, with
Calvin realizing that he can’t be
Santa forever, setting out to find
a suitable replacement while
preparing his family for a new
adventure in a life south of the
pole.

“The Guardians of the Galaxy
Holiday Special”: The Guardians

Netflix
“Scrooge: A Christmas Carol” is another retelling of Dickens’ story.

Warner Bros. Entertainment

From left: River Drosche, Julianna Layne, Erinn Hayes and Peter Billingsley star in “A Christmas Story
Christmas,” now streaming on HBO Max. Billingsley starred as Ralphie in the franchise’s original film.

Disney+
Pom Klementieff is back as
Mantis in “The Guardians of the
Galaxy: Holiday Special.”

of the Galaxy get into holiday
high jinks, which include getting
Star-Lord the perfect gift.

HBO Max

“A Christmas Story Christ-
mas””: Peter Billingsley returns
as Ralphie, who returns to the
house on Cleveland Street to give
his kids a magical Christmas like
the one he had growing up.

“A Christmas Mystery”: Mag-
ical Christmas bells, which have
protected a small Oregon town
for a century, are missing, and
it’s up to a group of intrepid kids
to solve the case, find the bells
and restore the Christmas magic.

“Holiday Harmony”: Singer-
songwriter Gail is on her way to
compete in an iHeartRadio
Christmas competition, but her
car gets stuck in Oklahoma.
While there, she meets a local
jack-of-all-trades, Jeremy, and
mentors a group of misfit kids
hoping to perform in a Christmas
Eve gala of their own. Gail and
Jeremy grow close, and Gail
wonders if she can leave this new
town behind to pursue her
dream.

“A Hollywood Christmas”:
Up-and-coming filmmaker Jessi-
ca has made a name for herself
directing Christmas movies, but
when network executive Chris-

topher shows up threatening to
halt production on her latest
movie, Jessica’s assistant Reena
points out the irony: Jessica isn’t
just trying to save her Christmas
movie, she’s actually living in
one.

Netflix

“Falling for Christmas”: Lind-
say Lohan stars as a hotel heiress
with a fiance who suffers total
amnesia after a skiing accident
and finds herself in the care of a
handsome, blue-collar lodge
owner (Chord Overstreet) and
his young daughter in the days
leading up to Christmas.

“Christmas with You”: Feeling
career burnout, pop star Angeli-
na (Aimee Garcia) escapes to
grant a young fan’s wish in a
small town in New York, where
she not only finds the inspiration
to revitalize her career but also a
shot at true love with a music
teacher (Freddie Prinze Jr.).

“The Noel Diary”: Bestselling
author Jake Turner (Justin Hart-
ley) discovers a diary in his
mother’s old house at Christmas
that may hold secrets to his own
past and that of Rachel (Barrett
Doss), an intriguing young wom-
an on a mission of her own.

NBC
In “Mountain Magic Christmas,” Dolly Parton journeys into her past.

“Scrooge: A Christmas Carol”:
An animated, musical adaptation
of Charles Dickens’ timeless tale
starring Luke Evans, Olivia Col-
man, Jessie Buckley and Jo-
nathan Pryce.

Peacock

“Dolly Parton’s Mountain
Magic Christmas”: A modern-
day movie musical about the
making of a network TV special,
this film finds Dolly Parton tak-
ing a private journey into her
past, guided by the mysterious
appearances of her personal
Three Wise Men. Guest stars
include Tom Everett Scott, Ana
Gasteyer, Angel Parker, Jimmy
Fallon, Willie Nelson, Billy Ray
Cyrus, Jimmie Allen, Zach Wil-
liams and Miley Cyrus.

Prime Video

“Something from Tiffany’s”:
Rachel and Gary (Zoey Deutch,
Ray Nicholson) are a happy New
York couple not quite ready for
that big commitment. However,
when a gift mix-up with another
couple causes all of their paths to
cross, it sets off a series of twists
and unexpected discoveries that
lead them where they’re truly
meant to be. Streaming Dec. 9
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What it’

COVID spotlighting the
condition, a form of
cognitive dysfunction

By LINDSEY BEVER
The Washington Post
aze. Slow. Drunk.
Lost. These are the
words some people
use to describe
“brain fog.”

The condition, a form of cogni-
tive dysfunction, has been plagu-
ing people with certain chronic
illnesses for years. But now, a
new wave of people with long-
COVID-19 are experiencing it,
casting a spotlight on the often
debilitating condition.

“It’s a moment where the pub-
lic and the medical community
are realizing that this is real. This
is what happens after certain
infections,” said Akiko Iwasaki, a
professor of immunobiology at
Yale University and a co-author
of a review article on COVID-19-
related cognitive impairment.

“I think it’s their time to be
recognized,” she said.

Research shows a majority of
people experiencing long-COVID
have reported brain fog — a
collection of symptoms, including
impaired attention, concentra-
tion, memory and processing
speed. Iwasaki and Michelle
Monje, a professor of neurology
at Stanford University, examined
more than 100 studies relevant to
cognitive dysfunction after CO-
VID-19.

They outlined six potential
causes for COVID-19-related
cognitive dysfunction and con-
cluded that a likely common
cause is lung inflammation that
causes inflammation in the brain
and, subsequently, the dysfunc-
tion of neural cells.

Patients who have experienced
brain fog, caused by a wide range
of conditions, say the effects can
be life-altering and devastating.
They say it keeps them from
many activities such as driving,
biking and public speaking. Some
have had to alter their work
schedules or stop working entire-
ly. And nearly all of them say it
has forced them to rely on a
notebook — keeping to-do lists
that include the most basic tasks
such as remembering to eat.

Depending on the underlying
cause, there are treatments for
brain fog ranging from exercise
protocols to cognitive rehabil-
itation, but there is no method
proven to work for all patients.

Dennis Kolson, a neurologist in
the Penn Neuro COVID Clinic at
the University of Pennsylvania,
said that since the clinic opened
last year, physicians have eval-
uated about 350 long-COVID
patients for complaints, including

brain fog. He said people uni-
formly appreciated having the
chance to talk with a physician
who understands their symp-
toms.

“‘Am I like the others? Are you
seeing people like me?’ I get that
question every time,” Kolson
said. “I say, nearly always, ‘Yes.
You’re not alone.”

Edwin Hall, a 65-year-old
Navy veteran from Fulton, Mo.,
spent 12 days during the summer
of 2021 in a medically induced

could not remember whether she
told him where she was going or
think about how to handle it.

“I went into a major panic
attack then and there,” he said,
adding that he clung to a pillar
and waited for his wife to find
him.

Earlier this year, he said, his
symptoms forced him to retire as
the application systems manager
for the Missouri Department of
Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation.

“You know when you dream and then
you wake up and you can almost
remember what you were dreaming
about, but then as the seconds pass,
the dream gets further and further
away? That’s kind of what it felt like

all the time.”

coma because of COVID-19,
breathing with help from a venti-
lator. Doctors also discovered
signs of a probable stroke, though
they did not know its timing, he
said.

Even now, he said, he wrestles
with brain fog. He searched for
words to describe it. “Lost,” he
said.

He recalled an incident during
a Walmart trip not long after his
hospitalization that he attributes
to brain fog. He and his wife
went down separate aisles, and
once she was out of sight, he

Angela Hernandez, 36

Another long-COVID patient,
Dave Nothstein, S2, of Colorado
Springs, Colo., said he is still able
to work remotely for an automo-
bile dealership but only enough
hours per week to pay for his
insurance. His greatest challeng-
es are with word recall and
short-term memory.

After his long-COVID diagnos-
is in March, Nothstein said, his
brain was so foggy that he had to
make detailed to-do lists to get
through the day. “As silly as it
sounds, it included ‘make sure to
eat breakfast,” ‘make sure to feed

the dogs,’ ‘get the mail,’ ‘do the
laundry,” ‘do the dishes,”” he said.

He’s now working with a cog-
nitive therapist, which isn’t cov-
ered by insurance, to try to deal
with his impairment.

Brain fog also can affect people
with myalgic encephalomyelitis
(also known as chronic fatigue
syndrome), fibromyalgia, postu-
ral orthostatic tachycardia syn-
drome (POTS), Lyme disease
and depression, experts say.

Patients who have undergone
chemotherapy also report brain
fog, which is often described as
“chemo brain.”

The severity and duration vary
but the symptoms can have “an
adverse effect on occupational,
familial and social lives and can
result in diminished quality of
life,” said Jeffrey Wefel, a profes-
sor and chief of neuropsychology
at the University of Texas MD
Anderson Cancer Center.

Angela Hernandez, 36, of
Houston, said she fought through
months of brain fog starting in
2018 after four rounds of che-
motherapy for ovarian cancer.

“You know when you dream
and then you wake up and you
can almost remember what you
were dreaming about, but then as
the seconds pass, the dream gets
further and further away?” she
said. “That’s kind of what it felt
like all the time.”

For Kelsey Botti, it started
with a concussion from a snow-
boarding accident in 2012. Later,
Botti, a 32-year-old physical
therapist from Pittsburgh, was
diagnosed with POTS, a syn-
drome often characterized by a

like to live with brain fog

fast heart rate, low blood pres-
sure, and oftentimes dizziness,
lightheadedness and fainting
upon standing — and in some
cases, brain fog.

“I wanted to cry because I was
so thankful that someone was
helping me, and I had a diagnosis
and a direction,” she said. “And
then I also wanted to cry because
the person that I was, was com-
pletely gone.”

Botti underwent months of
treatment that included medica-
tion and a controlled exercise
program to build her tolerance.
And though there were bumps
and emergency room visits along
the way, she said that her symp-
toms have improved.

One challenge in treating brain
fog is that patients can appear
healthy, but feel terrible, said
Robert Wilson, a neurologist with
Cleveland Clinic’s Neurological
Institute.

“If they don’t find the right
medical team to understand
them, they will pull away from
health care and access health
care less, so there are less oppor-
tunities for them,” he said.

A barrier to effectively care for
patients with brain fog is the
stigma attached to it, said Jac-
queline Becker, a neuropsychol-
ogist in the Mount Sinai Health
System in New York City who
has studied cognitive impairment
after COVID-19.

“The stigma prevents people
from getting adequate care
where physicians tend to write
them off and say, ‘No, you’re
young. Don’t worry about it.
You’ll get better.” Or, ‘Look, your
brain scan came back as normal.
There’s nothing wrong with
you,”” she said. “And on the other
side of that, you have a patient
who is really struggling to func-
tion.”

Rachael Grossman, 22, from
Chagrin Falls, Ohio, said she
started developing symptoms of
brain fog after a bout of whoop-
ing cough when she was 17. “I
was bounced back and forth to so
many different physicians, told it
was in my head, told it was anxi-
ety,” she said.

Two years later, in 2019, she
was diagnosed with POTS.
Grossman is now a neuroscience
major at Baldwin Wallace Uni-
versity in Berea, Ohio, and works
part time as a medical scribe.
She said she has to find ways to
try to overcome her “haze.”

On bad days, she said she can
spend hours studying for a test
without retaining a word, strug-
gle to perform at the level she
wants to at work, or feel uncom-
fortable driving because she
worries that she may zone out.

“It will continue to affect me,
sadly, but it’s just figuring out
ways to get around it,” she said.
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Bob Dylan
shares his
‘Philosophy’

New book about songwriting is
fascinating, amusing, unexpected

By JoN BREAM
Star Tribune
ob Dylan has thrown us another curveball.
Surprise! Surprise!
His just-published third book, “The Phi-

losophy of Modern Song,” promised to offer

Dylan’s insights into the nature of popular
music. Actually, the breezy book reads more like a late-
night, old-school, once-hipster DJ riffing on dozens of
songs you may or may not know.

The Nobel Prize winner for literature (for his songs, not
his prose) has given us a 338-page, photo-heavy hodge-
podge that is part criticism, part social commentary, part
pulp fiction, part comedy, part rebaked Wikipedia and,
indeed, part philosophy. It’s informative, sometimes fasci-
nating, occasionally insightful, generally entertaining
and, of course, totally Dylanesque.

In the book, contemporary music’s greatest songwriter
offers his take on 66 tunes, ranging from Stephen Foster’s
not-exactly-modern “Nelly Was a Lady” (1849) to Warren
Zevon’s “Dirty Life and Times” (2003). Dylan tackles
pieces by big names like Little Richard, Ray Charles, the
Who, the Clash and Cher, as well as standards and blues,
bluegrass and country numbers.

Dylan’s short essays sometimes read like pulpy two-
page movie treatments inspired by the lyrics. But that is
probably not what readers expect from this book.

The Hall of Famer riffing in prose is often as appealing
— and enigmatic — as his riffing in music.

Commenting on the Eagles’ “Witchy Woman,” he
warns whoever encounters her: “Let me tell you brother,
better watch yourself. You were once a diamond in the
rough, had a clear conscience and clean hands — now
you’re a self-admiring unchivalrous worthless fellow with
an evil nature — the scum of the earth, and she’s had it up
to here with you. What are the odds you’ll survive?”

Oftentimes the Minnesota icon offers background on
the artist, sometimes relevant and sometimes not, gleaned
by his researchers. (This feels like what he did with his
“Theme Time Radio Hour” program on SiriusXM from
2006-09.) For example, in a chapter on Ricky Nelson’s
“Poor Little Fool” (1958), Dylan mentions various songs
about fools and then talks about Nelson’s showbiz back-
ground in TV but never really discusses “Poor Little
Fool.”

Occasionally Dylan gets distractingly off-key, such as
when he turns a discussion of “Mack the Knife,” the
Brecht-Weill song made into a smash by Bobby Darin in
1959, into a declaration on the greatness of Frank Sinatra,
whom he says “just about invented the Roman Catholic
Church” while Darin was an altar boy. Or when Dylan’s
discourse on “Viva Las Vegas” becomes all about Elvis
Presley’s conniving manager, Colonel Tom Parker, in-
stead of the song.

Sometimes, though, Dylan actually analyzes a tune or
the recorded version of it. For instance, he explains that
Johnny Cash’s “Big River” (1957) is a takeoff on Woody
Guthrie’s “The Biggest Thing That Man Has Ever Done,”
and the key element to Cash’s ditty is “the chain-gang
thump of the acoustic rhythm guitar.”

In his critique of “Blue Moon” (the Rodgers & Hart
piece recorded by Dean Martin in 1964), the bard observ-

GETTY IMAGES/TNS

Bob Dylan smiles during a meeting with the British press on April 28, 1965. His third book, “The Philosophy of
Modern Song,” is a 338-page, photo-heavy, fascinating hodgepodge.

es “the simplicity of the lyrics makes it universal with

enough detail to rescue it from being generic.”

Dylan, a noted borrower of melodies from folk and
blues, offers lists of pop songs based on classical melo-
dies, including “Can’t Help Falling in Love,” and songs
with English lyrics based on foreign melodies, including
“Beyond the Sea.”

In his randomly arranged, freewheeling book, Dylan
makes all kinds of curious observations:

B “Volare” (1958) could have been the first hallucinogen-
ic song.

W “Ball of Confusion” (1970) was “one of the few non-
embarrassing songs of social awareness.”

B Hank Williams can sing anything and make the song
his own. Willie Nelson would be “the only one who
could be considered even in the same neighborhood.”

B Jerry Garcia plays guitar “like Charlie Christian and
Doc Watson at the same time.”

B Putting melodies to diaries doesn’t guarantee a heart-
felt song.

B Few songs made during the video age went on to be-
come standards “because we are locked into someone
else’s messaging of the lyrics.”

B “Like any other piece of art, songs are not seeking to
be understood.”

B “Bluegrass is the other side of heavy metal. Both are
musical forms steeped in tradition. They are two forms
of music that visually and audibly have not changed in
decades.”

As a critic, he is mostly polite toward the artists but
takes a few shots like positing that Elvis Costello’s “Pump
It Up” (1978) exhausted people. “Too many thoughts, way
too wordy,” writes Dylan, who has often been accused of
being too wordy himself.

The Jokerman isn’t above cracking wise. After gushing
that Roy Orbison’s “Blue Bayou” (1963) is a spectacular
song and record, Dylan points out that when former Min-
nesota Twins announcer Herb Carneal saw a fastball that
“blew by you” for a called strike, he declared, “Thank
you, Roy Orbison.”

There’s philosophizing here, though not necessarily
about a particular song. Dylan uses the chapter on Edwin
Starr’s “War” (1970) as an opportunity to preach about
war in what’s his longest soliloquy in the book.

Dylan turns his chapter on Elvis Presley’s “Money
Honey” (1956) into a treatise on money and wealth, con-
cluding: “Money don’t matter. Nor do the things it can
buy. Because no matter how many chairs you have, you
only have one ass.”

Throughout the book, the master wordsmith pens some
indelible lines.

Discussing the traditional tune “Jesse James” (1928),
he proclaims: “Criminals can wear badges, army uni-
forms or even sit in the House of Representatives.”

Writing about Johnnie Taylor’s “Cheaper to Keep Her”
(1973), he opines: “Marriage without Kkids is two ‘friends
with benefits and insurance coverage.”

Waxing on Carl Perkins’ “Blue Suede Shoes” (1956), he
predicts: “Carl wrote this song, but if Elvis [Presley] was
alive today, he’d be the one to have a deal with Nike.”

“The Philosophy of Modern Song” is not the long-prom-
ised sequel to 2004’s “Chronicles: Volume One,” Dylan’s
formidable but not comprehensive, scattershot memoir.
(His first book was the prose poem “Tarantula,” publish-
ed in 1971.) And this new effort is not likely to lead to any
distinguished literature awards. But it could take Dylan
back to the top of the charts — the bestselling book lists,
that is.
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GADGETS & TECHNOLOGY

Tech gifts you
won't get from
the Apple Store

By Jamvie DiNG
Los Angeles Times

As digital technology embeds itself ever
more deeply in our lives and components get
smaller and cheaper, the range of products
that appeal to tech lovers approaches the
infinite. Want a smart coffee cup? A desk
lamp that’s also a communication device?
Jewelry that helps you relax?

It’s all there for the buying. From the vital
to the whimsical, these gifts will make you
say, “Why didn’t I think of that?” (And not a
single one was made by Apple.)

Therabody Theragun

mini massager

The original Theragun massage gun has
developed a cult following for its ability to
soothe sore hamstrings, unwind tight shoul-
ders and ease aching backs with forceful,
rapid-fire percussive hits to your muscles.
Equally handy after a workout session or a
long day sitting at your desk, the mini version
fits easily in your gym bag or backpack.

$199 at therabody.com

Larq PureVis bottle

It happens to the best of us: You forget
your water bottle in your car for a few days,
and a whiff of the musty odor makes you
never want to use it again. Larq’s self-clean-
ing water bottle tackles that problem by elim-
inating 99% of bio-contaminants like bacteria
and mold in your water in 60 seconds using
UV-C technology. While not in use, it runs a
10-second self-cleaning cycle every two
hours. For backwoods hikes and other
sketchy refill situations, it has an adventure
mode that lasts three minutes, which the
company says is the equivalent of boiling
water for 20 minutes.

$99 at larq.com

Long Distance
Friendship Lamp

This synchronized lamp gives you an easy
way to tell your friends and family across the
country that you’re thinking of them. Give
yours a little tap, and their paired lamp also
emits a glow. You can link up multiple lamps
so each person in a friend group gets their
own color to say hi with.

$99 for one lamp and $198 for two at un-
commongoods.com
Airmega 150 air purifier

At under $200 and available in various
shades of pastel, Coway’s Airmega 150 air
purifier is both design-savvy and effective.
This new cat owner saw a significant im-
provement in allergy symptoms and litter box
odor after testing it for a few weeks.

$189 at Coway.com

UNcommon Goops/TNS

The Long Distance Friendship Lamp can send
loved ones a twinkle for you from afar.

Anker 511 PowerHouse

These days, a power bank for your phone
isn’t enough — your laptop needs one too.
Instead of being chained to a power outlet,
you can charge your laptop and other devices
with the Anker S11 PowerHouse wherever
you go.

$209.99 at anker.com

Bonaok wireless Bluetooth

karaoke microphone

If you have a friend who’s always dragging
you out for a long night of karaoke, give them
the gift of drunkenly belting songs from the
comfort of their own home. A combination
microphone and handheld speaker, the Bo-
naok connects to your phone via Bluetooth. It
also functions as a regular microphone if you
prefer to play music from a separate speaker.

$30.99 at amazon.com

Oura ring

There are tons of fitness trackers out there,
but Oura has cultivated a particularly devot-
ed following among the biohacking crowd. Its
ring can track sleep, activity, heart rate varia-
bility and more; the company has published
research showing its data can even flag early
COVID infections. Oura sends you a sizing kit
to make sure you receive a ring that fits snug-
ly on your finger, and you can pick from gold,
silver, black and stealth (matte).

$299-$449 at oura.com

NANOLEAF/TNS

Nanoleaf’s hexagon lights are customizable and sync to music.

Bose SoundLink Flex

The Bose SoundLink Flex is a popular
portable speaker for good reason: It’s light,
waterproof and has a battery life of up to 12
hours, according to its manufacturer. It can
survive a 30-minute dip in the pool or a few
drops. Oh, and it sounds great.

$149 at bose.com

Nanoleaf Hexagon lighting kit
Nanoleaf lighting Kits’ sleek design and
endless customization options make them an
exciting addition to your home if you can
afford the splurge. The hexagon lights are
easy to assemble and attach to your wall in
any configuration you want. Music-synced
lighting modes allow you to enjoy the sight of
colored panels flashing in time with the beat.
$199 at Amazon.com

Tile Starter Kit

It always happens when you’re already
running late — your keys and wallet conceal
themselves in far corners of your apartment.
As long as they’re within the range of a Blue-
tooth signal, you can locate them with Tile
beacons. The Starter Kit includes the original
Tile Mate to attach to your keychain as well
as the Tile Slim for your wallet. Bonus: If
you’re outside Bluetooth range, you can view
your Tiles’ last locations and use the network
of anonymous Tile users to track your items.

$54.99 at tile.com

Nebula Capsule

For something about the size of a soda can,
the Nebula Capsule is a surprisingly powerful
video projector with a built-in speaker. Enjoy
movie streaming from a variety of apps wher-
ever you go. You can connect with AirPlay,
Bluetooth, HDMI and USB.

$299 at nebula.com

Bellroy Mod phone case + wallet

Bellroy’s slim leather case and magnetic
wallet combo keeps your iPhone free from
scratches and your credit cards always on
hand. The wallet has a magnetic trapdoor
that keeps your cards hidden and is remov-
able for MagSafe charging.

$98.90 at bellroy.com

Lara/TNS

The Larq PureVis bottle is
self-cleaning through the use of
UV-C technology.

MEeL MELCON, Los ANGELES TIMES/TNS

The Bonaok wireless Bluetooth
karaoke microphone combines a
microphone and handheld
speaker.

OuRA/TNS

The Oura ring is an all-purpose
fitness tracker.

THERABODY/TNS

The Therabody Theragun mini
massager fits easily in a gym bag.
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Tom Petty

doesn’t back
down in 1997
Fillmore shows

Collection culls highlights from
legendary residency 25 years ago

BY ScoTT BAUER
Associated Press

istening to “Live at the Fillmore (1997),” it’s easy to
see why Tom Petty said at the time he thought it
was a career high point.

This archival release pulls highlights from the
final six shows of Petty and the Heartbreakers’ 20-show
residency at the San Francisco venue 25 years ago. It serves
as a live tour, of sorts, through rock history, with a heavy
emphasis on the influ-
ences that shaped Pet-
ty’s musical DNA.

Anyone expecting a
rundown of Petty’s top
40 hits should look else-
where. Some of his most
loved songs are here, of
course, most notably a
10-minute jammed-out
version of “Mary Jane’s
Last Dance.” But this set
is more about Petty and
the Heartbreakers going
farther afield from what made them famous.

Petty cuts a wide swath, covering songs by collaborator
and friend Bob Dylan, the Rolling Stones, the Kinks, Chuck
Berry, Bill Withers, the Grateful Dead and more. On the
expanded edition, spread over four CDs or six LPs, 35 of the
S8 tracks are covers.

There is also a two-CD set with 33 songs, 18 of which are
covers.

Blues legend John Lee Hooker and Roger McGuinn, foun-
der of the Byrds, a seminal influence on Petty and his early
sound, also make guest appearances.

W 1It’s easy to hear the joy in Petty’s voice both in the songs
and in the breezy on-stage banter, most hilariously his an-
nouncement that the show was live on the internet: “Whatev-
er that is.”

Tom Petty’s “Live at the Fillmore (1997)” pulls performances
from the final six concerts of a 20-show residency.

Martyn Atkins
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Notable gift

By MArRK KENNEDY

Associated Press

Music is never out of
fashion as a gift idea. Here
are some outstanding vinyl
box sets for lovers of Neil
Young, Billie Holiday and
Ella Fitzgerald, Iron
Maiden and a certain
former Beatle, a book
about the beginning of rock
at Sun Records and
another about The Byrds,
tough-looking boots made
in collaboration with The
Clash, and even a perfume
inspired by Whitney
Houston.

Always young: Neil Young is releasing
his 1972 album “Harvest” as a S0th anni-
versary edition. Young’s fourth solo album
remains one of his most beloved, with the
songs “Heart of Gold” and “Old Man.”
The box sets on vinyl and CD boast the
original album, three studio outtakes and
an unreleased live 1971 BBC solo perfor-
mance on CD, LP and DVD. Also included
is the film “Harvest Time,” a previously
unseen two-hour documentary capturing
the “Harvest” recording sessions. The
package also contains a hardbound book
and fold-out poster. Cost: $150.

Boots made for walkin’: The Clash and
Dr. Martens — two British icons — have
gotten together again for some punk-ap-
proved footwear. An eight-eye, high-shine
boot ($180) has a military green base, and
a three-eye shoe ($140) has a cherry red
base. The heels are marked with The
Clash’s logo, and each pair comes with a
set of dog tags based on those worn by the
band, and seven sets of laces inspired by
the colors of their most iconic albums.
Here’s a way to “Rock the Casbah” in
style.

Baby rock: You can’t talk about the
birth of rock ’n’ roll without talking about
Sun Records, which recorded Elvis Pres-
ley, Roy Orbison, Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl

Thic.

500

GREATEST
ALBUMS
of ALL TIME

ABrams Books/AP

Critics and musicians were polled to help
Rolling Stone magazine rank the “The
500 Greatest Albums of All Time.”
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Dr. Martens collaborated with The Clash to create a line of shoes. The heels are marked
with The Clash’s logo and each pair comes equipped with dog tags based on those worn
by the band and laces inspired by the colors of their most iconic albums.

Perkins and Johnny Cash. To celebrate
Sun’s 70th anniversary, read “The Birth of
Rock 'n’ Roll: The Illustrated History of
Sun Records & the 70 Records that
Changed the World.” It’s written by Peter
Guralnick and Colin Escott, and has en-
tries for such hits as “Blue Suede Shoes,”
“Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On,” “Breath-
less,” “I Walk the Line,” “Mystery Train”
and “Good Rockin’ Tonight.” Cost: $60.

Sir Paul: Paul McCartney’s three solo
albums have been packaged into a single
box. His first, “McCartney,” was released
in 1970 and features “Every Night,”
“Junk” and “Maybe I’'m Amazed.”
“McCartney II” came out in 1980 and
contained “Coming Up,” “Waterfalls” and
“Temporary Secretary.” The third, in
2020, had tracks “Find My Way” and
“Women and Wives.” The vinyl versions
come in creamy white or black, and there
is a three-CD set. They include three pho-
to prints with notes from McCartney about
each album. Cost: $40-100.

Smell like Whitney: Whitney Houston’s
estate has released a perfume inspired by
the singer’s “luminous” personality,
warmth and zest for life. Simply named
“Whitney,” the scent features notes of
pear and citrus, balanced by gardenia,
ylang-ylang and jasmine. A touch of am-
ber grounds the fragrance with a warm,
sensual note, according to its maker. The
bottle was similarly inspired, taking its
tall, sleek silhouette from Houston’s “ele-
gant stature.” Cost: $9.95 for a 3 ml sam-
ple.

Decca/AP

The three-LP box set “Ella Fitzgerald:
Jukebox Ella: The Complete Verve Sin-
gles, Vol. 1” gathers Fitzgerald’s singles
together for the first time.

Billie & Ella: Limited edition vinyl box
sets from legendary jazz vocalists Billie
Holiday and Ella Fitzgerald will make
anyone’s holiday brighter. Never before
released on vinyl, the four-LP box collec-
tion “Billie Holiday: The Complete Decca
Recordings” has S0 tracks, including
“Guilty” and “Solitude,” and a 20-page
booklet. The three-LP box set “Ella Fitz-
gerald: Jukebox Ella: The Complete Verve
Singles, Vol. 1” gathers her singles togeth-
er for the first time, including “The Sun
Forgot to Shine This Morning” and “Hotta
Chocolatta.” Cost: $90 for Holiday; $45 for
Fitzgerald.

Iron gift: In honor of the 40th anni-
versary of Iron Maiden’s third album,
“The Number of the Beast,” the heavy

Ideas that won't fall flat

BIRDS

THE BIRDSONG PROJECT

DownTowN RECORDS/AP
“For The Birds, The Birdsong Project”
contains 242 original songs and readings,
inspired by or incorporating birdsong, to
benefit the National Audubon Society.

metal kings have released a three-disc
vinyl rerelease. That was the album that
first featured Bruce Dickinson on vocals
and catapulted the band to international
stardom, with songs like “Run To the
Hills” and “Murders In the Rue Morgue.”
In the set, the band is also offering for the
first time on vinyl their live concert from
March 1982 at Hammersmith Odeon in
London, “Beast Over Hammersmith.”
Cost: $49.50.

Byrds, part one: “The Byrds: 1964-1967”
is a 400-page coffee-table photo book that
was curated by the band’s three surviving
founding members. It is available in three
versions, signed by the surviving mem-
bers, Chris Hillman, Roger McGuinn and
David Crosby. The book features more
than S00 images from legendary photo-
graphers such as Henry Diltz, Barry Fein-
stein, Curt Gunther, Jim Marshall, Linda
McCartney, Tom Gundelfinger O’Neal and
Guy Webster, as well as restored images
from the Columbia Records archives.
Cost: $125-$1,700.

Birds, part two: Fans of our feathered
friends may love a massive, 20-LP set
containing 242 recordings of original
songs and readings inspired by or in-
corporating birdsong — all to benefit the
National Audubon Society. Some of the
artists included in The Birdsong Project
are Mark Ronson, Beck, Karen O, Nick
Cave, Elvis Costello, Robert Pattinson,
Jonathen Franzen, The Flaming Lips,
Bobby Cannavale, Greta Gerwig and Ad-
Rock. There’s also a 60-page book with
essays from Randall Poster and Shearwa-
ter’s Jonathan Meiburg, and 27 artists
contributed original paintings and illustra-
tions. Cost: $400-$440 depending on outlet.

Top of the charts: Who has the best
album in the land? Rolling Stone magazine
has waded into this ongoing fraught and
contentious debate with “The S00 Greatest
Albums of All Time.” This is a book that
will spark a thousand arguments — is
“Superfly” by Curtis Mayfield better than
“Red” by Taylor Swift, and is Pearl Jam’s
“Ten” correctly ranked above “The
Bends” by Radiohead?

The magazine got its ranking by polling
critics and musicians like Stevie Nicks,
Questlove and Beyoncé. Let the debates
begin (likely as soon as this gift is un-
wrapped). Cost: $50.
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Switching it up

Pokémon, Bayonetta 3 show Nintendo
platform’s diversity of exclusive titles

By SAMUEL WEINSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

ith the console wars heating
up, it is worth wondering
where Nintendo’s Switch

stands.

As PlayStation and Xbox duke it out
over Call of Duty, Nintendo has been
publishing platform exclusive after
platform exclusive — ranging from
family friendly to mature.

But how do these games hold up?

Pokémon

With decades of Pokémon
experience, I was prepared to
once again catch them all. But
since I wanted to write a timely
review. I decided to catch some,
level up a few and beat the story-
line quickly.

The story begins with your
character attending his first day
of school.

You’re then introduced to
three different Pokémon: a fire
type; a water type; a grass type. I
went with the fire type crocodile,
Fuecoco. (A strong choice for
players, since he will be a dual-
type Pokémon by the final evolu-
tion.)

After picking your Pokémon,
you are introduced to Arven, a
character whose request will
send you on a series of side mis-
sions. You then trot your way to
the center of the map where the
academy is conveniently located.

Outside the campus is a bunch
of bullies whom you can choose
to confront. They introduce
themselves as Team Star.

After familiarizing yourself
with the campus, you go back to
your dorm room and sleep.

The next morning you attend a
ceremony where the director
tasks the students with finding
their treasure. The “treasure”
will be found in three storylines.

The first narrative is the typ-
ical path of Pokémon trainers —
battling with Pokémon to become
champion.

The second is beating Team
Star, but the storyline evolves
into understanding why the team
exists.

The third plot is finding mag-
ical herbs with Arven, which
takes you across all parts of the
region.

Verdict: Pokémon Violet and
Scarlet are must-have games for
the Switch. They are crafted
perfectly for veteran and novice
players.

I appreciated that it was pos-
sible to gain experience points to
level up Pokémon by having
automatic battles with wild Poké-
mon and capturing new ones.

The storylines themselves
were as captivating as they were
difficult. This means that if you
hope to beat the campaign, you
will have to play all storylines
and capture a good deal of Poké-
mon to get to the endgame.

I would recommend Pokémon
to anyone with a Switch. Howev-
er, if you are looking to play
something a little more on the
wild side, I have another suggest-
ion for you.

Bayonetta 3

When I think of Nintendo-
exclusive games, Bayonetta is
not the first franchise that comes
to mind. I think of Pokémon or
something else family friendly.

Bayonetta 3 does not pretend
to be that. (Although, if you want
a more PG version, you can play
in Naive Angel Mode. I didn’t.)

The game provided a vastly
different experience that would
change my perception of what is
truly a Nintendo game.

First, let me dive into the cam-
paign.

It begins with playing as an
alternate version of Bayonetta.

After button-mashing for a
little while, Bayonetta is quickly
defeated by the mysterious Sin-
gularity. This leads Bayonetta’s
friend, Viola, to travel to an al-
ternate universe.

In the second universe, a sec-
ond Bayonetta is introduced and
quickly enters a battle against
monsters dispatched by the main
villain Singularity.

Bayonetta is quickly joined by
her friend Jeanne in combat to
battle the monsters.

Both Bayonetta and Jeanne
retreat into Rodin’s bar. Rodin,
the arms dealer from hell, then
begins to explain that the mon-
sters aren’t from supernatural

NINTENDO/TNS photos

Bayonetta 3 is the third title about the Umbran witch who faces another threat to humanity.

plains of existence. Viola then
introduces herself and explains
where the monsters come from
and the threat to their world
posed by Singularity.

Viola presents a solution to the
second Bayonetta and Jeanne to
find gears that can help defeat
Singularity.

The campaign ensues from
there.

Verdict: The rest of the cam-
paign is a hack-and-slash adven-
ture that tests your ability to
button-mash through some diffi-
cult challenges.

As you traverse through bosses
and hordes of minions, you will
find that Bayonetta has unique
outfit choices.

There is a better part of a level
where Bayonetta wears a reveal-
ing swimsuit while dancing on a
giant spider.

This doesn’t detract from the

Pokémon Violet and Scarlet are must-have Switch titles, and are suitable for newbies and veterans.

multiverse plot that will keep you
entertained, but I wouldn’t rec-
ommend this for younger au-
diences if you have an issue with
nudity.

I would buy this game if you
were looking to play a mature
Nintendo exclusive.

With that said, why combine
two reviews into one?

It’s because these two games
demonstrate the complexity of
Nintendo’s overall situation in
the console war — which is
waged largely between Microsoft
and Sony.

While Xbox and PlayStation
owners battle over the teraflops
of processing power that their
respective consoles display, Nin-
tendo is fending for itself pretty
well.

Nintendo’s vitality comes from
appealing to wide audiences with
memorable characters and ga-

meplay, which these games ac-
complish.

Pokémon succeeds easily with
its story, familiar gameplay and
constantly improving features.

Bayonetta is truly for a unique
audience and doesn’t fit the mold
that Nintendo generally offers.
Yet Bayonetta proudly waves its
banner as a Nintendo exclusive,
regardless of first appearing on
Xbox and PlayStation.

Bayonetta’s existence on the
Switch shows that Nintendo is
willing to go outside the realm of
family-friendly games to ensure
that the company appeals to a
vast audience.

Each game, though quite dif-
ferent, demonstrates the high
quality of a Nintendo exclusive.

Platform: Nintendo Switch

Online: platinumgames.com/
games/bayonetta-3; scarletviolet.
pokemon.com
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Feeling festive

Debbie Gibson embraces Christmas with album, tour

By RopNEY Ho
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
t’s a bit shocking that pop songstress
Debbie Gibson waited more than 35
years into her career to release her
first holiday album, “Winterlicious.”

But now that she’s committed, she’s going
all in with a holiday tour.

“I always wanted to make a holiday al-
bum,” Gibson, 52, said during a recent
Zoom interview. “I'm just a big fan of tim-
ing. The universe deemed this the moment
for the second act for me.”

In a sense, Gibson has had far more than
two acts. Besides teen pop
superstar, she’s been a
Broadway star, a TV show
judge and an actress. But

@

L

Christmas,” an original Hanukkah tune
(“Illuminate”) and a cover of Sammy Davis
Jr’s “Candy Man,” a song she first per-
formed in 2020 remotely on “The Talk” for a
Halloween episode during the pandemic.

“Winterlicious” also includes a remas-
tered version of “Sleigh Ride,” which was
on the 1992 “A Very Special Christmas 2”
CD benefiting the Special Olympics.

Gibson also reunited with her buddy Joey
Mclntyre of New Kids on the Block. They
co-wrote and recorded “Heartbreak Holi-
day,” which she imagines could be turned
into a holiday movie.

“Cheers!”, the final cut on
the record, is a piano-heavy
homage to her mom and
manager Diane, who died

her fan base loves her for ”®\ this year at age 76. Diane
her hit songs from the late < \ helped shepherd Gibson
1980s including “Only In My 5 through the minefield of a
Dreams,” “Shake Your .(" brutal record business resis-
Love,” “Out of the Blue” and 8 tant to a teen songwriter and
two No. 1 ballads, “Foolish 4 performer. She long preced-
Beat” and “Lost in Your Fipterlicion ed the likes of Lorde, Billie

Eyes.”

The Christmas show will
be “cozy like those Andy
Williams specials,” Gibson
said. “We might wear jammies doing easy,
breezy versions of some of my hits and
songs from the holiday album. Break out the
s’mores! It’s holiday time. There will also be
afeeling that is super festive and, dare I say,
almost theme park. Good old-fashioned mu-
sical numbers mixed in with a ‘what the ho-
liday means to everyone’ vibe. These ven-
ues are smaller so we can really commune
with the audience.”

The holiday album, a mix of originals and
covers, follows her 2021 comeback album
“The Body Remembers,” which contained
the dance hit “Girls Night Out.”

The new album includes a frothy original
single “Christmas Star” she released a year
ago, a duet with her dad Joe on “White

“Winterlicious” contains
originals and covers.

Eilish and Olivia Rodrigo.

Gibson is still the youngest
female artist to top the Bill-
board Hot 100 for a song she
sang, wrote and produced with “Foolish
Beat” in 1988.

“Cheers!” is also “really about all of life’s
special but simple and profound moments
and to all the baristas, artista and each
stage-door Johnny,” Gibson noted, quoting
her own song. “My career and my life is
about moments. It’s great to have charting
singles and awards but at the end of the day,
it’s about the connections we make with
people.”

Music, she said, brings people together.
“My die-hard Debheads have been brought
together through my music and inevitably
by each other. They formed their own rela-
tionships outside of me. It’s raising a glass to
those moments and people.”

Nick Spanos

Debbie Gibson has released her first holiday album, “Winterlicious,” more than 35 years
into a career that has included pop stardom, Broadway, TV show judging and acting.

Fleetwood Mac singer-songwriter,
keyboardist Christine McVie dies

By HiLLEL ITALIE
Associated Press

Christine McVie, the British-born Fleet-
wood Mac vocalist, songwriter and key-
board player whose cool, soulful contralto
helped define such classics as “You Make
Loving Fun,” “Everywhere” and “Don’t
Stop,” died Wednesday at age 79.

Her death was announced on the band’s
social media accounts. No other details
were immediately provided, but a family
statement said she “passed away peacefully
at hospital this morning” with family
around her after a “short illness.”

McVie was a steady presence and perso-
nality in a band known for its frequent li-
neup changes and volatile personalities —
notably fellow singer-songwriters Stevie
Nicks and Lindsey Buckingham.

Her death is the first among Fleetwood
Mac’s most famous incarnation of McVie,
Nicks, Buckingham, drummer Mick Fleet-
wood and bassist John McVie, Christine’s
ex-husband. In recent years, the band had

toured without Buckingham, who was
kicked out in 2018 and replaced on stage by
Mike Campbell and Neil Finn.

Fleetwood Mac started out as a London
blues band in the 1960s, and evolved into
one of the defining makers of 1970s Califor-
nia pop-rock, with the talents of McVie,
Nicks and Buckingham anchored by the
rhythm section of Fleetwood and John
McVie. During its peak commercial years,
from 1975-80, the band sold tens of millions
of records and fascinated fans as it trans-
formed personal battles into melodic, com-
pelling songs. The McVies’ breakup —
along with the split of Nicks and Bucking-
ham — was famously documented on the
1977 release “Rumours,” among the be-
stselling albums of all time.

Fleetwood Mac was inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1998, when at
the ceremony they played McVie’s “Say
You Love Me.” The group’s many other hit
singles included Nicks’ “Dreams,” Buck-
ingham’s “Go Your Own Way” and McVie’s

AP

Christine McVie, who composed some of
Fleetwood Mac’s greatest songs, died
Wednesday at 79. No cause was given.

“Little Lies.” One of McVie’s most beloved
works, the thoughtful ballad “Songbird,”
was a showcase for her in concert and cov-
ered by Willie Nelson, among others.

The midtempo rocker “Don’t Stop,” in-
spired by the end of her marriage, would
gain unexpected political relevance when
Bill Clinton adopted the song — and its
“Don’t stop thinking about tomorrow” re-
frain — as a theme to his 1992 presidential
run. The band, which had essentially
stopped making albums at the time, re-
united to perform at his inauguration gala.

Other news

B The Rolling Stones plan to release
what they’re calling their “ultimate live
greatest hits album,” featuring multiple
guest stars, on Feb. 10. The 24-track “GRRR
Live!” contains songs recorded Dec. 15,
2012, at the Prudential Center in Newark,
N.J. The show included guest appearances
by The Black Keys (“Who Do You Love?”),
Gary Clark Jr. and John Mayer (“Going
Down”), Lady Gaga (“Gimme Shelter”),
Mick Taylor (“Midnight Rambler”) and ho-
metown hero Bruce Springsteen (“Tum-
bling Dice”). Shown on pay-per-view in
2012, the concert has not otherwise been
available to fans until now.

B A new production of “The Wiz” is
heading out on a national tour next fall be-
fore following the yellow brick road to
Broadway in 2024. “The Wiz” opened on
Broadway in 1975 and won seven Tonys, in-
cluding best musical. A 1978 movie version
starred Diana Ross, Lena Horne and Ri-
chard Pryor. Michael Jackson co-starred as
the Scarecrow, with Nipsey Russell as the
Tin Man and Ted Ross as the Lion.

Associated Press
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Officials alarmed by rap
video recorded in prison

M I LENOX TOWNSHIP —

A rap video titled “In
Dis Cell” appears to be too authen-
tic: It was made inside a Michigan
prison, despite a ban on wireless
phones.

Two prisoners in the video have
been placed in segregation at the
Macomb prison in suburban De-
troit, Corrections Department
spokesman Chris Gautz said
Tuesday.

The video, posted on YouTube,
shows the men, the inside of their
cell and prison staff in a corridor.
The men appear to have two
phones.

Gautz told the Detroit Free
Press it’s “incredibly dangerous”
to have wireless phones inside a
prison “especially with the capa-
bility of getting onto the internet.”
He said they could be used to ar-
range escapes or harass crime
witnesses. Smuggling phones,
cameras or drugs into prison is a
crime.

New unit probes 23
deaths involving police

M ANNAPOLIS — A

unit in the Maryland
attorney general’s office investi-
gated 23 fatalities involving police
in its first year and so far none of
the investigations have resulted in
officers being charged, the office
said Tuesday.

The unit completed reports on
13 cases in the first year, accord-
ing to the report. In that time, local
prosecutors have made decisions
not to prosecute in 11 cases. While
the law empowers the Indepen-
dent Investigations Division to
probe the cases and provide facts
to local prosecutors, prosecutors
decide whether to bring charges.

The unit was created last year
by the Maryland General As-
sembly to “investigate all alleged
or potential police-involved
deaths of civilians” throughout the
state. It was part of a package of
police reform laws approved after
the death of George Floyd in Min-
neapolis and the nationwide pro-
tests that followed.

$10M settlement in heat
death of teen athlete

ATLANTA — The par-

ents of a Georgia high
school basketball player who col-
lapsed while practicing outdoors
in sweltering heat and later died
announced Tuesday that they
have agreed to a $10 million settle-
ment with the school district.

As part of the settlement, the
Clayton County school system
agreed to rename the gymnasium
at Elite Scholars Academy for
Imani Bell, who was a 16-year-old
junior at the school when she died.

Imani collapsed on Aug. 13,
2019, after running up the football
stadium steps during required
conditioning drills for the girls’
basketball team, her family said in
the wrongful death lawsuit filed
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against administrators at the
school. The temperature was in
the high 90s Fahrenheit at the
time and the area was under a heat
advisory.

Imani died later that day from
heat-related cardiac arrest and
kidney failure, the lawsuit said. An
autopsy done by the Georgia Bu-
reau of Investigation found that
she had no preexisting conditions
and her death was due solely to
heatstroke caused by strenuous
physical exertion in extreme tem-
peratures, the family’s lawyers
said.

Counties’ federal disaster
declaration is approved

wv CHARLESTON  —

President Joe Biden
has approved a federal disaster
declaration for two southern West
Virginia counties hit by severe
storms over the summer.

The White House announced
the president’s approval Tuesday
for federal assistance for com-
munities hit by storms in McDo-
well County on July 12 and 13, and
in Fayette County on Aug. 14 and
15. Heavy rains damaged homes,

.

AnDY NEwmAN, FLORIDA KEYs NEws Bureau /AP

Rehabbed, ready for release

Marine mammal experts and volunteers prepare to release Duval back to Florida Keys waters Tuesday in
Key Colony Beach, Fla. Duval was one of three manatees measuring up to 11 feet and weighing more than
1,000 pounds each that was released after months of treatment and rehabilitation at SeaWorld Orlando.
Their medical conditions included a boat strike that caused a skull fracture, emaciation and gastric issues.

bridges and roads in both coun-
ties.

Naturopath who sold fake
vaccine cards sentenced

c SAN FRANCISCO — A
naturopathic  doctor

who sold fake COVID-19 immuni-
zation treatments and fraudulent
vaccination cards during the
height of the coronavirus pandem-
ic was sentenced in California on
Tuesday to nearly three years in
prison, federal prosecutors said.

Juli A. Mazi pleaded guilty last
April in federal court in San Fran-
cisco to one count of wire fraud
and one count of false statements
related to health care matters.

The case is the first federal
criminal fraud prosecution relat-
ed to fraudulent Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention vac-
cination cards for COVID-19, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of
Justice. In August, U.S. District
Judge Charles R. Breyer denied
Mazi’s motion to withdraw her
plea agreement after she chal-
lenged the laws that led to her
prosecution.

Mazi, who fired her attorneys

and represented herself, last week
filed a letter with the court claim-
ing sovereign immunity. Mazi
said that as a Native American she
is “immune to legal action.”

She provided fake CDC vacci-
nation cards for COVID-19 to at
least 200 people with instructions
on how to complete the cards to
make them look like they had re-
ceived a Moderna vaccine, federal
prosecutors said. She also sold ho-
meopathic pellets she fraudulent-
ly claimed would provide “lifelong
immunity to COVID-19.”

Man, 76, pleads guilty to
lewd behavior on flight

MA BOSTON — A 76-

year-old man accused
of performing lewd acts and
touching a 2l1-year-old woman’s
leg without her consent on a Bos-
ton-bound flight earlier this year
has pleaded guilty, federal prose-
cutors said.

The Bonita Springs, Fla., man
faces up to 90 days in prison at sen-
tencing scheduled for March in
Boston federal court, according to
astatement Tuesday from the U.S.
attorney’s office in Massachu-

setts.

The man and the victim were on
a flight from Newark, N.J., to Bos-
ton on April 8 when the defendant
exposed himself, inappropriately
touched himself and later on just
before landing put his hand on the
thigh of the 21-year-old woman
seated next to him, prosecutors
said.

The woman recorded a 24-sec-
ond video and alerted a nearby
passenger, authorities said.

Coroner renews push to
ID remains found at farm

I NOBLESVILLE — An

Indiana coroner’s office
is asking relatives of young men
who vanished between the
mid-1980s and the mid-1990s to
submit DNA samples in a re-
newed effort to identify human re-
mains found on land once owned
by a man suspected in a string of
killings, the scope of which re-
main unclear.

More than 10,000 human bones
and bone fragments were discov-
ered starting in the mid-1990s at
Fox Hollow Farm, an 18-acre es-
tate in Westfield, a city that’s a few
miles north of Indianapolis, said
Jeff Jellison, Hamilton County’s
chief deputy coroner and coroner-
elect.

The land’s then-owner, busi-
nessman Herbert Baumeister,
was 49 when he killed himself in
Canada in July 1996 as investiga-
tors sought to question him about
the remains.

Investigators believed Bau-
meister, a married father of three
who frequented gay bars, lured
men to his home and killed them.
By 1999, authorities had linked
him to the disappearance of at
least 16 men.

Jellison said investigators be-
lieve the 10,000 charred bones and
fragments found at Baumeister’s
property could represent the re-
mains of at least 25 people.

State extends gas tax
holiday, free bus fares

c HARTFORD — Con-
necticut Gov. Ned La-
mont signed legislation Tuesday
that extends Connecticut’s 25-
cent-per-gallon gas tax holiday for
another month. The tax break will
then be reduced incrementally
over the following five months.

Lamont signed the bill into law
after it cleared the General As-
sembly during Monday’s special
session by wide bipartisan mar-
gins. It also increases funding for
the state’s essential worker pan-
demic pay program after so many
people applied. However, it also
limited who can receive the top
benefit of $1,000 to those earning
less than $50,000.

The legislation also extends free
public bus fares through March 30
and adds $30 million in federal
pandemic relief funds to the
state’s energy assistance pro-
gram.

From The Associated Press
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47 Deserve
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I GOT MY BROTHER
A SIGNED COPY OF A “LORD OF THE RINGS”
BOOK AS A TOLKIEN OF MY APPRECIATION.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals G
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To SELL HI5

Dilbert

Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine

Bizarro

FABLES TO.

13

Frazz

16

19

WELL, T SURVIVED
THE LAYOFFS, BUT
NOW T HAVE
SURVIVOR'S GUILT.

@SCOTTADAMSSAYS

I GOT FIRED AND
NOW T DON'T KNOW
HOW T WILL EAT.

IT'S NOT A
COMPETITION, BUT
T WOULD NOTE THAT
YOUR SUFFERING IS
THE “ALL ABOUT YOU”
TYPE.

DILBERT.COM
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NO. I PONT WANT TO RISK
MEETING ANYONE WHO MIGHT |
DISAGREE WITH MY OPINIONS |:

OR CHALLENGE MY BELIEFS.

WILL AGREE WITH EVERYTHING

$0 I USE 'FIND A TOADY!
ITS AN APP THAT MATCHES
YOU WITH SOMEONE WHO

YOU THINK OR SAY.
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44

49

50

1 Poet of yore

5 Fed. workplace
monitor

9 Small ammo

12 Shakespearean
king

13 Bring up

14 Water (Fr.)

15 Singer India.—

16 Ernie’s pall

17 Director Ang

18 — fide (genuine)

GOCOMCS. CONV/ NONGEQUITUR

WHLEVINK @ EARTHLINK .NET

19 Hip-hop record

WHAT WAS YOUR
FAVORITE PART OF
TODAY, 50N7Z

BECAUSE DADDY SANG
YoU LULLABIESZ

‘ : \\‘,\ »

©2022 Darrin Bell dist, by King Fealures Syndicate

r NO, BECAUTH
DADDY THTOFPED

THINGING LULLABIETH.
)

| NEVEW
THOUGHT |
CouLD et
THITH HAPPY.

producer Gotti
20 Armstrong’s
music
21 Convened
23 Sch. URL ender
25 Fits together
28 Emphatic
agreement

32 Severity

33 Expiate

34 Sense

36 Set aside time for
37 Salty expanse

38 “Acid”

ST 39 Apportion
N 42 Gl entertainers
\’Z/g
© 2022 NiktAs ERksson/Buies, DiST. B KNG FEATURES SYNDICATE, IC. S \\ Al 'g"“ 44 Bar

48 Mensa stats

DID YOU DO THE TAXES OR
FIX THE CAR? AND WHAT
ABOUT THE LEAKY TOILET2

CAN'T WE JUST WATCH THE
NEWS AND STRESS OVER
THINGS WE HAVE NO
CONTROL OVER?Z

49 Cornfield intruder
50 Big fair, for short

12-3
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l_ [ prayed that,

gou’d come back.
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52 Chaste

53 Regrettably

54 “— the
season ...”

55 Secondhand

56 Prescriptions,
for short

DOWN
1 Spill the beans
2 Plane-related
3 Picnic spoiler
4 |deal residence
5 Planetary paths
6 Crystal gazer
7 Jimmy

Stewart film
8 Skill
9 Composer Bartok
10 Folk singer Joan

51 52 53
54 55 56
ACROSS 51“How’s it goin™?” 11 Canal zone

202010 hit single
by Nelly

22 Haunting

24 Bargains

25Hosp. scan

26 Aachen article

27 Pvt.’s superior

29 Thither

30 Rock’s Brian

31 Capitol Hill VIP

35 Zodiac sign

36 Turned the soil

39 Fine spray

40 Iso-

41 Recipe amts.

43 Achy

45 Car bar

46 Apple tablet

47 Defeat

49 PC'’s brain

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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CRYPTOQUIP
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NIYQ: J
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF SOMETHING HAS
YOU EXTREMELY RELUCTANT TO PERFORM AN
EXAMINATION, IT’S AN INSPECT REPELLENT.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals S
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OPINION

Jury delivered truth: Jan. 6 was seditious conspiracy

By HARRY LiTmMAN
Los Angeles Times

he conviction of Oath Keeperslead-

ers Stewart Rhodes and Kelly

Meggs on charges of seditious con-

spiracy is a historic legal victory for
the Department of Justice, but it is much
more than that as well.

Tuesday’s verdicts in federal court in
Washington will go a long way toward defin-
ing the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol melee, once and
for all, as a heinous, purposeful crime orches-
trated by enemies of democracy.

The Justice Department richly deserves a
victory lap forits efforts. Seditious conspiracy
is anotoriously difficult charge to prove —the
last successful prosecution wasin1995 —and
it has a checkered history in the department.

In fact, it was only after contentious inter-
nal debate that the department greenlighted
the charges in Jan. 6 cases as righteous and
winnable.

Even so, only Rhodes and Meggs were con-
victed on the sedition count. All five of the de-
fendants were found guilty of obstructing a
government proceeding, but none was con-
victed on all the various charges the govern-
ment brought.

For some observers, the mix of verdicts
tempers the government’s victory. That’s the
wrong way to look at it.

The prosecutors’ focus was always first on
convicting Rhodes, and to a lesser degree
Meggs, of seditious conspiracy.

On all the other counts and with the other
defendants, the jury’s meticulous evaluation
of the various charges — accepting some, re-
jecting others — only bolsters the credibility
of their decisions. The lack of a clean sweep
shows that the jurors exercised independent
judgment; they didn’t simply swallow the gov-
ernment’s case whole. And all the defendants

were convicted of serious charges carrying
the potential for significant jail time.

Tuesday’s decisions will have immediate,
practical legal ramifications. First, those still
to be tried for their involvement in the Jan. 6
riot, including Proud Boys and additional
Oath Keepers, may want to think hard about
pleading guilty and offering to cooperate with
the government investigation.

The verdicts also cast a shadow over
anyone who consorted with the conspirators
in the days after the 2020 election. Perhaps
the most obvious example: Roger Stone,
whose encrypted messages with Rhodes
were a key part of the evidence at trial.
(Rhodes messaged Stone right after Joe Bi-
den’s victory: “What’s the plan? We need to
roll ASAP.”)

More generally, the convictions represent
a major advance in the Department of
Justice’s pursuit of accountability for all those
involved in efforts to prevent a peaceful trans-
fer of power. Now more than ever, the depart-
mentisallinontreating theriot as the existen-
tial danger it was.

That means a no-stone-unturned approach
to the role of political officials in the scandal,
and in particular to the investigations that are
now in the hands of special counsel Jack
Smith, which mainly involve Donald Trump
and his circle.

The practical and legal effects of the land-
mark result are only a fraction of the import of
the convictions.

Some of the country’s most prominent po-
litical leaders continue to embrace a ludi-
crous narrative that minimizes the events of
Jan. 6. In their twisted telling, the riot was a
legitimate political protest that got a little out
of hand or even, in the words of Trump him-
self, represented courageous acts of patriots
who have been treated unfairly by the Justice

Department.

The same denial of reality underlies the an-
nounced resolve of the new Republican ma-
jority in the House to investigate the Jan. 6
committee, as if that body has been engaged
in an illegitimate examination of political tri-
vialities.

Tuesday’s verdicts offer a decisive rebuttal
to these preposterous accounts and one thatis
far more effective than the protestations of
political opponents, law professors or op-ed
columnists, however well reasoned.

A jury trial represents our system’s ideal of
authoritative fact-finding, a process en-
shrined in the Constitution for getting as close
as a society can to the truth of a matter that is
in dispute. And the jury in this trial plainly
took its duty seriously and exercised its power
with meticulous attention to detail.

That doesn’t mean that the whole country
will agree to call Jan. 6 a criminal conspiracy,
but the holdouts are suddenly swimming
against a stronger current.

The effect of these guilty verdicts, in a trial
conducted with thoroughness and care, will
be to marginalize the apologists for Jan. 6.
They can’t help but look more and more like
wingnuts or monsters now, inveighing
against what a critical mass of society has ac-
cepted and denying a jury’s account that
squares with what the whole country saw in
real time.

That goes for history as well. The Oath
Keepers convictions (and the other sedition
prosecutions) will be among the rare trials —
perhaps one or two a generation — to appear
in high school history books. And what future
students will learn is that the trials mattered
deeply because they vindicated the truth
about Jan. 6, 2021.

Harry Litman is a Los Angeles Times columnist.

Craft therapy can smooth the road back from a concussion

By JoE McCrLAIN
Special to Stars and Stripes

he recent injuries suffered by NFL

players Matthew Stafford, Joe Mix-

on, Tua Tagovailoa and Cameron

Brate have refocused our attention
on concussions. The national conversation
about concussion protocols, recovery time,
and the long-term consequences of concus-
sions is once again at the forefront of people’s
minds.

While the current conversation stemmed
from incidents on a professional sports field,
concussions are notjustasports phenomenon.
Concussions occur every day, in every com-
munity, and often with perilous consequences
either immediately or in the long term. Ac-
cording to 2020 data from the National Center
for Health Statistics, about 7% of all children
have had concussions. Among 12- to 17-year-
olds, about 12% have had concussions. Among
adults, 29% report having had a concussion.
Within the Department of Defense, the Trau-
matic Brain Injury Center of Excellence re-
ports that more than 458,000 service mem-
bers have sustained a traumatic brain injury
worldwide since the year 2000, with more than
82% being classified as mild TBI.

A concussion is a mild TBI caused by a
bump, blow or jolt to the head. This sudden
movement can cause the brain to bounce or
twist in the skull or cause chemical changesin
the brain, disrupting the brain’s normal func-
tion. And while concussions are referred to as
mild TBIs, they can be debilitating. This is the
brain we are talking about after all.

“Mild” or not, the list of symptoms caused
by concussions is lengthy. People experience
arange of physical, emotional and psycholog-
ical symptoms, including headaches, nausea,
dizziness, sensitivity to light, feeling sluggish
or confused — and the list goes on. Walking
through your daily life with any of these symp-
toms can be uncomfortable, even frightening,
butimagine trying to focus on school or on the
job with these symptoms on your mind. And
while the list of symptoms is long, the list of
treatmentsis not.

Recovering from a concussion sounds sim-
ple. Doctors usually say it takes time and rest,
with care to avoid re-injury. But patients do
not have to be passive participants in their re-
covery from concussion. There are therapies
that engage people recovering from concus-
siveinjuryintheirownhealing and allow them
to mark their progress.

Crafttherapyis an effective activity for con-
cussion patients. It is a proven and effective
component of occupational therapy that ad-
dresses cognitive, neurological and sensory
motor skills by using crafts to focus the brain
on cognitive performance and manual skills.
Engaging in craft activities has been shown to
help cognitive, neurological, and sensory-mo-
tor needs by targeting performance skKills. It
has also been shown to help promote the use of
right- and left-brain function and help main-
tain cognitive functioning. All of these benefits
can be useful when someone is attempting to
recover from a concussion.

For the past S0 years, the nonprofit organi-
zation Help Heal Veterans (I'm its CEO) has

been using craft therapy to help military ser-
vice members address the visible and invisi-
ble wounds of war, including concussions and
their lingering effects. The therapeutic craft
kits Heal Vets provides have helped injured
service members and veterans recover their
motorand cognitive functioning and develop a
more positive outlook. In a recent survey of
veterans, three out of four said they found the
use of craft kits as a form of therapy helpful.

The National Intrepid Center of Excellence
has developed a model integrative arts pro-
gram to assist military personnel who are
challenged by concussion or mild TBISs. It fo-
cuses on reducing psychological, social, phys-
ical and cognitive impairments by reducing
anxiety, decreasing isolation, and increasing
eye-hand coordination and dexterity. Craft
therapy can help with organizational skills,
problem-solving and memory in cases where
the frontal lobe has been affected by TBI.

Concussions do not discriminate, and with
millions of people —young, old, military, non-
military, athlete, nonathlete — sustaining
TBIseachyear, doesn’tit make sense toincor-
porate any accessible and effective therapy
available? Craft therapy meets all these crite-
ria and has proven its value over decades.

While the NFL continues to grapple with re-
peated concussions, it’s a good time to remind
people of the value of craft therapy in the heal-
ingjourney.

Joe McClain, a retired U.S. Navy captain, is CEO of Help Heal
Veterans, a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping injured
veterans and active duty military through use of craft therapy.
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SCOREBOARD/SPORTS BRIEFS

COLLEGE FOOTBALL PRO FOOTBALL COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Schedule

Friday’s games
Akron (2-9) at Buffalo (5-6)
SOUTHWEST

UTSA (10-2) vs. North Texas (7-5), Confe-
rence USA Chamelonshg) at San Antonio
AR WEST

Southern Cal (11-1) vs. Utah (9-3), Pac-12

Championship at Las Vegas
Saturday’s games
SOUTH

Troy (10-2) vs. Coastal Carolina (9-2),
Sun Belt Championship at Troy, Ala.

Jackson St. (11-0) vs. Southern U, (7-4),
SWAC Chamgmnshm at Jackson, Miss.

.Georgia (12-0) vs. LSU (9-3), SEC Cham-
pionship at Atlanta .

Tulane (10-2) vs. UCF (9-3), American
Athletic Conference Championship at
New Orleans.

North Carolina (9-3) vs. Clemson (10-2),
ACC Champ|onsh|P at Charlotte, N.C.

MIDWEST

Ohio (9-3) vs. Toledo (7-5), MAC Cham-
pionship at Detroit .
Michigan (12-0) vs. Purdue (8-4), Big Ten
Championship at Indlangg)ohs
SOUTHWEST

TCU (12-0) vs. Kansas St. (9-3), Big 12
Championship at Arllngton, Texas
FAR WEST

Boise St. (9-3) vs. Fresno St. (8-4), Moun-
tain West Championship at Boise, Idaho

NCAA FCS playoffs

Second Round
Saturday’s games
S4outh Dakota St. (10-1) vs. Delaware

I-ioly Cross (11-0) vs. New Hampshire
William & Mary (10-1) vs. Gardner-Webb

i\/lontana St. (10-1) vs. Weber St. (10-2)
North Dakota St. (9-2) vs. Montana (8-4)
S3amford (10-1) vs. Southeastern La.

UIW (10-1) vs. Furman (10-2)
Sacramento St. (11-0) vs. Richmond (9-3)

Wednesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

SEATTLE MARINERS — Named Andy
McKay assistant Igeneral manager.
Agreed to terms with RHP Trevor Gottona
one-year contract.

. TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Named Don Mat-
tingly bench coach.
National League

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Designated 1B
Lewin Diaz for assgnment.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Re-signed WR
Andre Baccellia to the practice squad. _
. ATLANTA FALCONS — Designated OL Eli-
jah Wilkinson to returnto practice fromin-
jured reserve. i

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Desjgnated RB
J.K. Dobbins to return to practice from in-
jured reserve. Signed WR Shemar Bridges
to the practice squad. i

CHICAGO BEARS — Signed QB Tim Boyle
from Detroit’s practice squad and DT An-
drew Brown from Arizona’s practice
squad. Placed DB Dane Cruikshank on in-
jured reserve. i

DALLAS COWBOYS — Designated WR
James Washington to return to practice
from injured reserve. i

DENVER BRONCOS — Designated RB
Mike Boone to return to practice from in-
ured reserve, Signed LB Harvey Langi and

B Devine Ozigho to the practice squad.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Signed DT Bran-
don Williams to the practice squad.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Designated LB
Daniel Hardy to return to practice fromin-
jured reserve. Signed WR Jaquarri Rober-
son to the practice squad.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Placed CB An-
drew Booth oninjured reserve. Reinstated
TE Ben Ellefson from injured reserve.

NEW YORK JETS — Released WR Diontae
Spencer from the practice squad.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Designated DT
Jordan Davis to return to practice fromin-
jured reserve. Signed WR Kawaan Baker
and OL Tyrese Robinson to the practice
squad. Released DT Marvin Wilson from
the practice squad. i

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Claimed S Joh-
nathan Abram off waivers from Green Bay.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Designated
DB Logan Ryan to return to practice from
injured reserve. .

ENNESSEE TITANS — Designated OLB
Olasunkanmi Adeniyi to returnto practice
from injured reserve. i

WASHINGTON COMMANDERS — Desig-
nated OL Wes Schweitzer to return to
practice from injured reserve.

HOCKEY

National Hockey League

LOS ANGELES KINGS — Reassigned LW
Samuel Fagemo to Ontario (AHL).Placed G
Cal Petersen on waivers.

NEW_YORK ISLANDERS — Returned D
Robin Salo to Brldgeyla_ort (AHL).

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS — Returned G
Erik Kallgren to Toronto (AHL).

VANCOUVER CANUCKS — Recalled LW
Phil Di Giuseppe from Abbotsford (AHL).

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS — Recalled D
Zack Hayes from Henderson (AHL).

SOCCER

Major League Soccer

ATLANTA UNITED — Signed M Derrick
Etienne Jr. to a three-year contract.

MINNESOTA UNITED — Signed M Joseph
Rosales to a one-year contract.

ORLANDO CITY SC — Signed G Adam
Grinwis to a one-year contract.

SEATTLE SOUNDERS FC — Promoted
Craig Waibel to general manager and
chief soccer officer.

National Women'’s Soccer League

WASHINGTON SPIRIT — Signed M Maris-

sa Sheva to a one-year contract.

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 8 3 0 .727 309 199
Miami 8 3 0 .727 282 256
N.Y. Jets 7 4 0 .636 230 196
New England 6 5 0 .545 239 202
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Tennessee 7 4 0 .636 209 205
Indianapolis 4 7 1 .375 190 244
Jacksonville 4 7 0 .364 244 232
Houston 1 9 1 .136 174 260
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 7 4 0 .636 275 227
Cincinnati 7 4 0 .636 285 231
Cleveland 4 7 0 .364 263 286
Pittsburgh 4 7 0 .364 194 261
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 9 2 0 .818 326 243
L.A. Chargers 6 5 0 .545 252 282
Las Vegas 4 7 0 .364 265 276
Denver 3 8 0 .273 157 194
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 10 1 0 .909 303 216
Dallas 8 3 0 .727 279 187
N.Y. Giants 7 4 0 .636 225 232
Washington 7 5 0 .583 233 236
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Tampa Bay 5 6 0 .455 200 203
Atlanta 5 7 0 .417 272 293
Carolina 4 8 0 .333 230 266
New Orleans 4 8 0 .333 249 280
North
L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 9 2 0 .818 262 257
Detroit 4 7 0 .364 275 310
Green Bay 4 8 0 .333 235 283
Chicago 3 9 0 .250 251 305
West
W L T Pct PF PA
SanFrancisco 7 4 0 .636 249 173
Seattle 6 5 0 .545 291 281
Arizona 4 8 0 .333 264 321
L.A. Rams 3 8 0 .273 178 253
Thursday’s game

Buffalo at New England
Sunday’s games

Cleveland at Houston
Denver at Baltimore
Green Bay at Chicago
Jacksonville at Detroit
N.Y. Jets at Minnesota
Pittsburgh at Atlanta
Tennessee at Philadelphia
Washington at N.Y. Giants
Miami at San Francisco
Seattle at L.A. Rams
Kansas City at Cincinnati
L.A. Chargers at Las Vegas
Indianapolis at Dallas
Open: Arizona, Carolina

Monday’s game
New Orleans at Tampa Bay

Thursday, Dec. 8
Las Vegas at L.A. Rams

Sunday, Dec. 11

Baltimore at Pittsburgh

Cleveland at Cincinnati

Houston at Dallas

Jacksonville at Tennessee

Minnesota at Detroit

N.Y. Jets at Buffalo

Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants

Kansas City at Denver

Carolina at Seattle i

Tampa Bay at San Francisco

Miami at L.A. Chargers i

Open: Indlanagolls, Atlanta, Chicago,
Green Bay, New Orleans, Washington

Monday, Dec. 12
New England at Arizona

TENNIS

WTA money leaders
Through Nov. 29

1. lgaSwiatek $9,875,525
2. Ons Jabeur $4,997,069
3. Caroline Garcia $3,729,317
4. Elene Rybakina $3,613,440
5. Jessica Pegula $3,611,716
6. Coco Gauff $3,051,953
7. Maria Sakkari $2,481,419
8. Aryna Sabalenka $2,461,320

Wednesday’s men’s scores

EAST

Albright 91, Lebanon Valley 73

Army 88, Merchant Marine 57

Assumption 68, St. Michael’s 67

Bloomfield 73, Nyack 69

Bridgeport 86, Post (Conn.) 66

Bridgewater (Mass.) 81, Mass.-Dart-
mouth 79 .

Bucknell 89, St. Francis (Pa.) 65

Cabrini 64, Moravian 62

Caldwel]l 66, Lincoln (Pa.) 65 i

Carnegie Mellon 63, Penn State-Erie 52

Catholic 68, Marymount 53

Centenary (NJ) 65, Sarah Lawrence 61

Colby 68, Bowdoin 52

Concord 81, Alderson-Broaddus 66

Connecticut College 81, Coast Guard 63

DaHmouth 99, Northern Vermont-John-
son

Davis & Elkins 77, Wheeling Jesuit 75

DeSales 78, Kings (Pa.) 66

Dominican (NY) 85, Felician 72

Drew 63, Brooklyn College 46

Drexel 64, Lafayette 56

Endicott 78, Salve Regina 73

FDU-Florham 60, Arcadia 59

Fairmont St. 74, Charleston (WV) 61

Farmingdale St. 76, E. Connecticut 74

Fordham 72, Maine 67

Franklin Pierce 68, Le Moyne 63

Geneva 85, Allegheny 69 i

George Washington 79, South Carolina

Georgian Court 61, Holy Family 58
Gordon 88, New England 60

Grove City 83, Franciscan 78
Gwynedd-Mercy 55, Goucher 43
Hamilton 87, Alfred St. 71
Hartford 74, Fairleigh Dickinson 66
Harvard 72, Holy Cross 38

Hood 102, Stevenson 67
Jefferson 99, Chestnut Hill 63

Kean 80, Ramapo 56

Lancaster Bible 63, Neumann 59
Lehman 87, St. Joseph’s (NY) 76
Loyola ﬁM .) 84, Binghamton 70
Marshall 68, Akron 57
Mass.-Boston 81, Rivier 64
Mass.-Lowell 77, Merrimack 51
Md.-Eastern Shore 64, Lehigh 60
Mercy 69, Staten Island 67
Messiah 68, York (Pa.) 64
Millersville 69, Bowie St. 60

Mount Aloysius 101, Penn College 72
New Haven 81, American International

54

Penn St.-Abington 61, Immaculata 55

Pratt 77, Valley Forge 57

Princeton 92, Cairn 58

Purchast 92, Medgar Evers 85

Rider 88, Monmouth (NJ) 62

Roger Williams 87, Nichols 67 X
82Rowan 87, College of New Jersey Lions

S. Connecticut 59, Pace 52
S. Maine 86, Maine-Farmington 77
S. New Hampshire 70, Adelphi 65
SUNY-Cobleskill 68, Mount St. Mary 67
SUNY-Delhi 106, Clarks Summit 79
Sacred Heart 66, New Hampshire 61
Saint Joseph'’s 85, Penn 80, OT
Scranton 88, Eastern 82
St. Anselm 66, St. Rose 59

4st. Bonaventure 71, Middle Tennessee

St. Francis (NY) 81, Delaware St. 73 |
St. Thomas Aquinas 83, Dist. of Columbia

78
St. Vincent 63, Waynesburg 57
Stevens Tech 67, Delaware Valley 50
Stockton 75, Rutgers-Camden 57
Stonehill 92, Eastern Nazarene 45
Tem’)le 67, La Salle 51
Thiel 82, Bethany (WV) 70
Trinity (Conn.) 76, Springfield 65
UMBC 109, Coppin St. 82
W. New England 75, Suffolk 68
W. Virginia St. 100, Frostburg St. 85
Washington & Jefferson 70, Chatham 69
Wentworth 64, Curry 40
West Liberty 121, WV Wesleyan 54
Widener 78, Alvernia 76, OT
Wilkes 78, Lycomlng 44
William Paterson 85, NJ City 79
Wilson College 74, Shenandoah 53
Yale 86, Howard 40
SOUT

Augusta 80, Catawba 76, OT
67Be mont Abbey 83, Southern Wesleyan

6!

Chattanooga 81, Tennessee Tech 74
Chowan 101, Mount Olive 88

Converse 81, North Greenville 78

Duke 81, Ohio St. 72

E. Michigan 80, FIU 68

ETSU 84, Mars Hill 56

FAU 84, South Alabama 59

Ferrum 87, Lynchburg 74

Florida 102, Florida A&M 62
3FIorlda Gulf Coast 70, Georgia Southern

Florida Southern 88, Eckerd 79

Florida Tech 65, Tampa 59

Francis Marion 89, UNC-Pembroke 76

Gardner-Webb 71, W. Carolina 55

George Mason 81, Hofstra 77, OT

Georgia 73, Hampton 54

Guilford 76, Randolph 49

Hampden-Sydney 71, Averett 67

High Point 84, Elon 70

King (Tenn.) 96, Lees-Mcrae 86

LaGrange 88, Birmingham Southern 84

Limestone 74, Georgia Southwestern 61

Lipscomb 82, Navy 77

Mary Baldwin 88, Christendom 54

Memphis 87, North Alabama 68

Miami 68, Rutgers 61

Millsaps 69, Belhaven 62

NC A&T 73, UNC-Greensboro 56

Nova Southeasterr] 112, Lynn 50

Palm Beach Atlantic 93, Rollins 89

Purdue 79, Florida St. 69

Randolph Macon 66, Va. Wesleyan 49

Rhodes 82, Hendrix 61

Roanoke 78, Bridgewater (Va.) 60

SC-Aiken 72, Coker 47

SC-Upstate 93, Columbia (SC) 59

Shaw 108, Morris 53

Tennessee 76, McNeese St. 40

The Citadel 76, Charleston Southern 73

UAB 80, Jacksonville 61 i

UNC-Wilmington 60, Coastal Carolina 58

VCU 70, Vanderbilt 65

W. Kentucky 75, Austin Peay 74

Washington & Lee 74, E. Mennonite 65
(NVél)lr%s7ton-Salem 84, Johnson & Wales

MIDWEST
Alma 111, Grace Bible 84
Bethany Lutheran 99, Simpson 96
Bluffton 57, Mount St. Joseph 50
Bradley 68, N. lowa 53
Butler 76, Kansas St. 64
Carleton 84, Augsburg 67
67Central Coliege 73, Nebraska Wesleyan

Chicago 72, Kalamazoo 63

Cincinnati 86, NJIT 60

Crown (Minn.) 64, Macalester 61

Dagton 67, W. Michigan 47

DePaul 103, Samford 98, OT

DePauw 82, Denison 60

Dubuque 76, Buena Vista 60

Earlham 65, Wabash 57

Hamline 90, Bethel (Minn. ) 77

Heidelberg 99, Baldwin Wallace 83

lllinois Wesleyan 68, EImhurst 54

Indiana 77, North Carolina 65

Indiana St. 75, Drake 73

lowa St. 63, North Dakota 44

Kenyon 58, Muskln?um 56

Lindenwood (Mo.) 103, East-West 56

Loras 86, Coe 79, OT

Loyola Chicago 85, Cent. Arkansas 70

Manchester 86, Defiance 76

Marietta 66, Otterbein 61

Missouri St. 66, Ill.-Chicago 51

N. lllinois 90, E. lllinois 70

Nebraska 88, Boston Colle%e 67 i
50North Central College 73, Carroll (Wis.)

North Park 64, Millikin 62

Notre Dame (Ohio) 77, Glenville St. 73

Notre Dame 70, Michigan St. 52

Ohio 113, Cincinnati Clermont 44

Rose-Hulman 69, Fontbonne 58

S. llinois 80, Evansville 53

Saint Louis 80, Tennessee St. 63

St. John’s (Minn.) 81, St. Scholastica 58

St. Olaf 75, St. Mary’s (Minn.) 69

Toledo 90, Richmond 67

Trine 68, Anderson (Ind.) 53

W. lllinois 86, S. Indiana 78

Wartburg 74, Luther 64

Wheaton Coflege (IL) 75, Augustana (lll.)

1

Wis.-Eau Claire 71, Wis.-River Falls 53
Wis.-La Crosse 88, Wis.-Whitewater 74
Wis.-Oshkosh 75, Wis.-Platteville 66, OT
Wis.-Stout 93, Wis.-Stevens Pt. 69
Wlttenberg 81, Wilmington (Ohio) 61
Wooster 87, Hiram 73
Xavier 95, SE Louisiana 63

SOUTHWEST

Abilene Christian 93, North American 46
Dallas Baptist 58, Midwestern St. 56
Incarnate Word 112, Dallas Christian 64
Rice 70, Prairie View 62
S. Nazarene 75, SE Oklahoma 66
St. Leo 76, Embry-Riddle (AZ) 75
TCU 75, Providence 62
Texas A&M 83, SMU 64
Texas Tech 79, Georgetown 65
Texas-Tyler 69, Cameron 57

FAR WEST
Air Force 81, Ark.-Pine Bluff 53
Cal Baptist 65, UC Riverside 60
Cal Lutheran 78, La Verne 69
Claremont Mudd 93, Chapman 71
Colorado St. 87, Loyola Marymount 71
Montana St. 86, S. Utah 83
New Mexico 69, Saint Mar)é's (Cal.) 65

6

New Mexico St. 95, UTEP 7
Pomona Pitzer 69, Occidental 61
Portland 100, Multnomah 79
Portland St. 114, Portland Bible 31
Redlands 87, Whittier 78
San Francisco 90, UALR 68
Santa Clara 89, Wyoming 85, OT
Seattle 69, Cal St.-Fullerton 62
Southern Cal 66, California 51
Cél'%as Rio Grande Valley 89, Texas A&M-

Wednesday’s women’s scores

EAST

Albany (NY) 59, Canisius 48
Boston College 75, Rutgers 61
Bucknell 59, St. Bonaventure 44
Cornell 71, Binghamton 48
Delaware 74, Delaware St. 52
Fairfield 82, Fordham 75, OT
Fairleigh Dickinson 67, NJIT 52
Harvard 86, Mass.-Lowell 66
Holy Cross 60, Brown 45
Howard 83, American 70
Illinois 92, Pittsburgh 71
lona 62, Hofstra 46
Lafayette 72, UMBC 38
Lehigh 81, Rider 67
Morgan St. 76, Towson 48
New Hampshire 64, CCSU 45
Northeastern 75, Merrimack 47
Toledo 62, Loyola (Md.) 40
UMass 72, Yale 57
Virginia 89, Penn St. 68
West Virginia 89, NC Central 58

SOUTH

Alabama 88, Mercer 52
Auburn 70, UALR 48
Chattanooga 74, Georgia St. 60
Coastal Carolina 87, SC State 56
Coll. of Charleston 79, Radford 60
Drexel 74, Longwood 61
FIU 96, Florida National 38
Florida 68, Prairie View 53
Georgia Southern 126, Agnes Scott 35
Jacksonville St. 75, Samford 59
Lipscomb 77, Oakwood 46
Morehead St. 104, Brescia 54
Murray St. 71, UT Martin 52
Ohio St. 96, Louisville 77
Old Dominion 77, Temple 65
Presbyterian 67, UNC-Greensboro 54, OT
42Southern Miss. 74, Mississippi College
Tulane 90, New Orleans 37
UNC-Asheville 89, Warren Wilson 40
Wofford 72, Davidson 51
MIDWEST
Kansas 74, Texas A&M 42
Missouri 82, Saint Louis 52
Purdue 87, Syracuse 78
Tarleton St. 84, W. |llinois 69
Wake Forest 63, Minnesota 59
Wichita St. 61, Denver 54
SOUTHWEST

Oklahoma 88, Northwestern St. 45
Texas St. 60, UTSA 55
UTEP 65, New Mexico St. 61

FAR WEST

Arizona St. 80, Grand Canyon 72
Colorado 75, W. Michigan 37
Montana St. 71, S. Dakota St. 66
Portland 87, Evergreen St. 35

Baseball Hall of Famer
Gaylord Perry dies at 84

GAFFNEY, S.C. — Baseball
Hall of Famer and two-time Cy
Young Award winner Gaylord
Perry, a master of the spitball who
wrote a book about using the pitch,
died Thursday. He was 84.

Perry died at his home in Gaff-
ney at about S a.m. Thursday of
natural causes, Cherokee County
Coroner Dennis Fowler said. He
did not provide additional details.

The native of Williamston, N.C.,
made history as the first player to
win the Cy Young in both leagues,
with Cleveland in 1972 and San
Diego in 1978 just after turning 40.

Perry, who pitched for eight
major-league teams from 1962 un-
til 1983, was a five-time All-Star
who was elected to the Hall of
Fame in 1991.

He had a career record of 314-
255, finished with 3,554 strikeouts
and used a pitching style where he
doctored baseballs or made bat-
ters believe he was doctoring
them.

College Foothall Playoff
expands in 2024 season

The College Football Playoff an-
nounced Thursday it will expand
to al2-team event starting in 2024,
completing an 18-month process
that was fraught with delays and
disagreements.

The announcement comes a day
after the Rose Bowl agreed to
amend its contract for the 2024
and 2025 seasons, which was the
last hurdle CFP officials needed
cleared to triple the size of what is
now a four-team format.

The first round of the new
playoff in 2024 will take place the
week ending Saturday, Dec. 21.
Exact dates are still to be deter-
mined.

NBA making plans for
in-season tournament

The NBA is planning for the in-
augural version of its in-season
tournament — should it become
reality — to begin early next sea-
son, according to a memo sent to
teams Wednesday.

If the tournament is approved,
80 regular-season games for each
team would be announced in Au-
gust, with two more games set to
be scheduled depending on which
eight teams make the tourna-
ment’s knockout stage. Those
games would be added in-season
to the schedule.

NBA Commissioner Adam Sil-
ver has pushed for the past several
years for the in-season event to be
added. Talks have gone on about it
since at least 2016, and in 2019 the
league even created a proposal in
which teams would play eight di-
visional games in the group stage,
followed by quarterfinals for the
top eight clubs and then semifi-
nals and finals at a neutral site in
December.

From The Associated Press
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Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic, left, shoots as Los Angeles Clippers center Ivica Zubac
defends during the first half of their game Friday in Los Angeles.

AROUND THE NBA

Early NBA MVP race has
crowded candidate field

By PAT GRAHAM
Associated Press

DENVER — Nikola Jokic may just be putting
together his best season.

It still may not be enough to get the Denver
Nuggets’ big man a third straight NBA MVP.

Chalk that up to MVP fatigue. Or to the glar-
ingly good numbers of a crowded field of early
candidates, including Luka Doncic, Giannis An-
tetokounmpo, Jayson Tatum and Stephen Curry.

Jokic isn’t having to shoulder as much of the
load with the return this season of fellow Nug-
gets stars Jamal Murray and Michael Porter Jr.
He’s also taken his unselfish play to another lev-
el, which may not do him any favors in the MVP
race, but it sure does help the Nuggets.

That’s just fine with coach Michael Malone.
He’ll gladly take this version of the player nick-
named “Joker,” the one averaging a career-best
8.8 assists to go with 23 points and 9.8 rebounds
through the first quarter of the season.

“I don’t worry about the MVP buzz,” said Mal-
one, whose team moved to 13-7 after a 129-113
win over Houston on Monday night where Jokic
had 32 points, 12 rebounds and eight assists. “If
we continue to win, Nikola is going to be in the
MVP conversation because of the fact that he im-
pacts the game on so many different levels.”

Last season, Jokic put up 27.1 points, 13.8 re-
bounds and 7.9 assists because that was the best
way for Denver to win. The Nuggets didn’t have
Murray (knee) and barely had Porter (back).

These days, Jokic lets the game dictate which
stat category he dominates. Sometimes, it’s
through his pinpoint passes. Others, with his deft
shooting touch.

Toillustrate: He took nine shots and had 14 as-
sists in a win at Oklahoma City on Nov. 3. Twenty
days later, and back at Oklahoma City, he erupt-
ed for 39 points in another win.

Jokic is trying to join the company of Larry
Bird, Wilt Chamberlain and Bill Russell as
players who’ve each won the MVP award in
three straight seasons. But Jokic is well down the

odds list of early favorites.

Antetokounmpo and Doncic are both the favo-
rites at +280, according to FanDuel Sportsbook.
Behind Tatum, Curry, Joel Embiid, Donovan
Mitchell, Ja Morant and tied with Kevin Durant,
is Jokic (+2700).

Nuggets point guard Ish Smith, who’s crossed
paths with former league MVPs Russell West-
brook and Durant during his 13-team excursion,
has a theory of why Jokic is not a front-runner.

“People like to see something different. He’s a
two-time MVP, so obviously people are advocat-
ing for Luka, he’s playing at a high level. Giannis,
too,” Smith said. “Sometimes people like the new
‘It,” the new thing.”

Much like Jokic last season, Doncic needs to
produce in a big way for the Mavericks to suc-
ceed. He is averaging 33.1 points, 8.7 rebounds
and 8.4 assists.

Antetokounmpo, a two-time MVP winner, is
on pace for his highest scoring average (30.9).
Curry, another two-time winner, continues to
shoot lights out from everywhere — 52.2% from
the floor, 44.1% from three-point range and 91.1%
from the free-throw line. Then there’s Tatum,
who’s averaging more than 30 points a game as
his Celtics have won a league-best 17 games.

The Nuggets don’t mind the throwback play of
Jokic, who has the most triple-doubles of any
center in NBA history.

“He’s such a dominant force,” Smith said.
“He’s pretty special.”

Unassuming, too. Smith caught a glimpse of
that when a few of the Nuggets attended a Los
Angeles Dodgers-Padres game while in San Die-
go for training camp. There was Jokic, just walk-
ing around like any ordinary baseball fan.

That’s just his personality. Don’t forget: He ac-
cepted the MVP trophy last season from his
horse stable in Sombor, Serbia.

“He’s not flashy. I love it,” Smith said of Jokic,
the second-round pick in the 2014 draft. “I don’t
think I've ever been around a superstar like
that.”

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

Pct

GB

Boston 18 4
Philadelphia 12 10
Toronto 11 10
Brooklyn 12 11
New York 10 12

.818
.545
524
522
.455

6%2
6%2

Southeast Division

w L

Pct

Atlanta 12 10
Washington 11 11
Miami 10 12
Charlotte 6 15
Orlando 5 17

.545
.500
.455
.286
227

Central Division

w

Pct

GB

L
Milwaukee 15 5
Cleveland 14 8
Indiana 12 9
Chicago 9 12
Detroit 5 18

750
.636
571
429
217

3V
62
11%

Western Conference

Southwest Division

w L

Pct

GB

New Orleans 13 8
Memphis 12 9
Dallas 10 10
San Antonio 6 16
Houston 5 16

.619
571
.500
273
.238

2%
72

Northwest Division

w L

Pct

GB

Denver 14 7
Utah 13 11
Minnesota 11 11
Portland 11 11
Oklahoma City 9 13

.667
.542
.500
.500
409

2V2
3%
3%
5%2

Pacific Division

w L

Pct

GB

Phoenix 15 6
L.A. Clippers 13 10
Sacramento 1 9
Golden State 1 11
L.A. Lakers 8 12

714
.565
.550
.500
.400

3%
4%
6%2

Wednesday’s games

Cleveland 113, Philadelphia 85

Atlanta 125, Orlando 108
Boston 134, Miami 121
Milwaukee 109, New York 103

Brooklyn 113, Washington 107

New Orleans 126, Toronto 108

Oklahoma City 119, San Antonio 111

Minnesota 109, Memphis 101
Denver 120, Houston 100
Phoenix 132, Chicago 113
Utah 125, L.A. Clippers 112
Sacramento 137, Indiana 114
L.A. Lakers 128, Portland 109

Thursday’s game
Dallas at Detroit
Friday’s games

Washington at Charlotte
Denver at Atlanta

L.A. Lakers at Milwaukee
Miami at Boston
Orlando at Cleveland
Toronto at Brooklyn
New Orleans at San Antonio
Philadelphia at Memphis
Houston at Phoenix
Indiana at Utah

Chicago at Golden State

Saturday’s games

Dallas at New York
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers
Milwaukee at Charlotte
Oklahoma City at Minnesota
Orlando at Toronto

Houston at Golden State
Portland at Utah

Sunday’s games

Denver at New Orleans
Phoenix at San Antonio
Boston at Brooklyn
Chicago at Sacramento
Cleveland at New York
L.A. Lakers at Washington
Memphis at Detroit
Indiana at Portland

Scoring leaders
Through Wednesday

G FG FT

PTS

AVG

Doncic, DAL
Tatum, BOS
Curry, GS
Antetokounmpo, MIL
G.-Alexander, OKC
Durant, BKN
Booker, PHO
Mitchell, CLE
Morant, MEM

19 218 154
21 216 158
20 214 97
17 195 129
20 215 170
23 246 169
21 218 122
20 196 100
18 176 124

636
664
628
532
621
699
609
568
508

335
31.6
31.4
313
311
30.4
29.0
28.4
28.2

Brutal slate
for Gonzaga

goes on with
No. 6 Baylor

Associated Press

Gonzaga coach Mark Few always builds
an ambitious nonconference schedule,
helping not only harden his team for March
but also to balance the Bulldogs’ weaker
West Coast Conference slate when it comes
to the NCAA selection committee.

They’ve taken their lumps already this
season, losing to second-ranked Texas and
fifth-ranked Purdue to fall out of the top 10
for the first time since February 2018. But
the No. 14 Bulldogs also have marquee wins
over No. 19 Kentucky and No. 20 Michigan
State, the latter played on the USS Abraham
Lincoln at North Island Naval Air Station in
California.

Next up in the meatgrinder: No. 6 Baylor
on Friday night at the Sanford Pentagon in
Sioux Falls, S.D.

Oh, and it just happens to be a rematch of
the 2021 national title game won by the
Bears in a rout.

“Every time I see Baylor playing,” Bull-
dogs guard Julian Strawther said, “I just
kind of think to that national championship
game. For sure excited to get out there and
play against a great team on a neutral site.
Those are the games that all great players
want: two top teams, a bunch of great
players. I'm super excited for it.”

It’s not as if the Bears, who face Mar-
quette on Tuesday night, will have had an
easy road to South Dakota, either. They lost
to third-ranked Virginia in Las Vegas be-
fore knocking off No. 21 UCLA in the Conti-
nental Tire Main Event.

“(Baylor) is one of the most amazing sto-
ries in sports, from where it was — how low
it could be, which is apathy plus all the stuff
that happened there,” said Few, who has
grown close to Bears coach Scott Drew over
the years.

“He’s just such a positive person and
force and that’s what his program is like,”
Few said. “They really got, not a system but
they recruit to what works at Baylor. Their
perimeter players in the national cham-
pionship game were terrific, the ones they
have now are terrific. They have size inside.
They’ve really got that thing going.”

Rick BowmER/AP

Gonzaga coach Mark Few watches during
the first half of the team’s game against
Xavier in the Phil Knight Legacy
tournament Sunday in Portland, Ore.
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Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce celebrates a touchdown with quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15)
and JuJu Smith-Schuster against the Los Angeles Rams on Sunday in Kansas City, Mo.

Chiefs’ Mahomes turns to
Bengals after son’s hirth

By DAVE SKRETTA
Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Chiefs
quarterback Patrick Mahomes
showed up bright-eyed and ener-
getic for practice on Wednesday.

Perhaps the adrenaline was still
flowing from the birth of his baby
boy.

Or his wife was handling all the
late-night diaper changes.

“Brittany is a champ,” said Ma-
homes, who along with his wife
welcomed Patrick “Bronze” Ma-
homes III on Monday night, and
gave 1-year-old daughter Sterling
a little brother. “Everything went
great and everything went
smooth.”

Mahomes said the addition to
the family — his father, Pat Ma-
homes Sr., and many other family
members happened to be in town
for the birth — won’t affect his
preparation for one of the mar-
quee games on the Chiefs’ remain-
ing schedule.

They’re headed to Cincinnati on
Sunday for a rematch of the AFC
championship game, when Kan-
sas City jumped out to a 21-3 lead
and still led 21-10 at halftime be-
fore its offense collapsed and the
Bengals rallied for a 27-24 victory.

It’s a game that has stuck with
everyone in the Chiefs locker
room for the past 11 months.

“I think you have to keep it in
perspective. It’s a brand-new sea-
son,” Mahomes said. “But any
time a team beats you before, you

Kansas City Chiefs (9-2)
at Cincinnati Bengals (7-4)
AFN-Sports
10 p.m. Sunday CET
6 a.m. Monday JKT

want to beat them, especially
when they beat you in a game like
they did to go to the Super Bowl.”

Mahomes acknowledged that
his play went downhill in the sec-
ond half that night, his fundamen-
tals going awry as the lead shrank
and the pressure mounted.

It’s something he worked on
throughout the offseason, and
weekly during the season, and
those finely tuned fundamentals
have put him in the conversation
for a second MVP award.

He leads the league in passing
by a wide margin — Mahomes has
thrown for 3,585 yards while the
Bills’ Josh Allen is next with 3,183.
Ditto for touchdowns with Ma-
homes throwing 29 to Allen’s 23.
He’s throwing for more yards per
game (325.9) than any point in his
career, his yards-per-attempt is
the highest in three years, and Ma-
homes is completing better than
two-thirds of his throws for a third
consecutive season, all despite an
injury-riddled wide receiver
group.

It helps that Travis Kelce is hav-
ing a similar stupendous season.
The three-time All-Pro tight end
already has 12 touchdown recep-
tions, which is tied with the entire
rosters of the Browns, Texans and

Rams and more than seven other
teams.

“A quarterback like him, he’s a
special guy, man. Those don’t
come around very often,” Chiefs
wide receiver JuJu Smith-Schus-
ter said. “You look at Tom Brady
— Tom played with how many re-
ceivers? And you can’t name them
all? Same thing with Pat, man. He
threw to 10 different guys (last
week against the Rams) and was
just making plays.”

Smith-Schuster has missed
time with a concussion and was
out of practice Wednesday with an
illness. Mecole Hardman is on in-
jured reserve with an abdominal
injury and Kadarius Toney is still
out with a hamstring issue.

Yet with Mahomes under cen-
ter, the Chiefs offense keeps on
humming. It has eclipsed 400
yards seven times this season, and
five straight, which is tied for the
longest streak in franchise histo-
ry.
“He stays pretty focused on the
task at hand,” said Chiefs coach
Andy Reid, when asked whether
the arrival of Bronze this week has
caused any wrinkles in their prep-
aration for Cincinnati.

“He has a great wife that takes
care of a lot of that,” Reid said.
“Bronze, man, I love it. Patrick
Mahomes III. I think Bronze is in
good hands. The players all got on
Patrick: ‘If he plays long enough,
we’ll have another quarterback
here.””

Titans rookie doesn’t
listen to comparisons
between him, Brown

By TEREsA M. WALKER
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Treylon
Burks has been compared to for-
mer Titans wide receiver A.J.
Brown from the moment Tennes-
see drafted him using the selec-
tion gained in the trade that sent
Brown to Philadelphia.

It’s a heavier topic of conversa-
tion as the Titans (7-4) prepare to
visit Brown and the Eagles (10-1)
on Sunday.

For Burks, it’s simply not an is-
sue.

“I just don’t listen to it,” Burks
said Wednesday.

The 6-foot-3, 225-pound Burks
will likely be compared to Brown
for the rest of their careers, tied to-
gether by the stunning draft night
trade in April that sent a Pro Bowl
wide receiver to Philadelphia for
draft picks including the 18th se-
lection overall.

Tennessee immediately used
that on Burks, an All-Southeastern
Conference wide receiver out of
Arkansas as a junior. Right now,
there’s no comparison in produc-
tion for either this season or for
both receivers’ first NFL seasons.

Brown, the Slst pick overall out
of Mississippi in 2019, posted a
100-yard receiving game in his
NFL debut. He finished with 52
catches for 1,051 yards and eight
touchdowns starting 11 of 16
games.

Burks has started three games,
sidelined for four with a stint on
injured reserve. He currently has
24 catches for 334 yards and just
scored his first NFL touchdown
recovering Derrick Henry’s fum-
ble in the end zone of last week’s
loss to Cincinnati.

“I'mTrey, he’s A.J,” Burks said.
“I play my game. He plays his
game.”

Brown currently ranks ninth in
the NFL with 831 yards receiving
on 53 catches and has seven TDs.
No Titans wide receiver has more

Tennessee Titans (7-4)
at Philadelphia Eagles (10-1)
AFN-Sports2
7 p.m. Sunday CET
3 a.m. Monday JKT

than 400 yards receiving on an of-
fense that currently ranks 29th in
the NFL averaging a mere 175.9
yards per game.

Burks has a chance to join
Brown in one category if he can
catch at least four passes for 70
yards receiving Sunday. Brown is
the only other receiver to do that
in three straight games for Ten-
nessee, and he did it in his lone Pro
Bowl season of 2020-21.

Burks was compared to Brown
frequently before the NFL Draft.

Titans coach Mike Vrabel said
Wednesday that they saw areceiv-
er in Burks they thought could run
a lot of different route trees and
playing all levels along with the
ability and willingness to block,
catch and run and adjust to the
ball while running downfield.
Burks flourished in training camp
and early in the season.

Then an injured left toe put him
on injured reserve.

Since the rookie was activated
off IR, Burks has had his two best
games of the season. He posted his
first 100-yard receiving game on
Nov. 17 in a win at Green Bay,
catching seven of eight passes for
111 yards. Burks fought off a de-
fender for a S1-yard catch and fin-
ished with four catches for 70
yards against the Bengals.

Vrabel noted the rookie’s atti-
tude and hard work while on in-
jured reserve to be ready when ac-
tivated. The coach said Wednes-
day that Burks showed the ability
to fix mistakes with receivers
coach Rob Moore on a short week
before the Titans played Green
Bay on a Thursday night.

“Just think his overall attitude, I
think his competitiveness is good.
Just keep working,” Vrabel said.

JEFFREY PHELPS/AP

Tennessee Titans wide receiver Treylon Burks catches a pass in front
of Packers cornerback Jaire Alexander on Nov. 17 in Green Bay, Wis.
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Trojan transformation:
Riley’s remarkable fix
at USC paying off big

By GREG BEACHAM
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES —When Lincoln
Riley took over Southern Califor-
nia’s four-win football program one
year ago this week, the coach stood
on the top rim of the Coliseum and
boldly declared his Trojans should
be competing for championships
right away.

Riley chuckled Tuesday when he
was reminded of that exhilarating
time in his life after his shocking de-
parture from Oklahoma, but he has
no interest in gloating about just
how right he turned out to be.

“I feel a lot right now like I did
then,” Riley said. “When you do sit
back for a second and think about
where we were a year ago, and
some of the things that have tran-
spired for this team and the pro-
gram during that time, it’s fun to
think about. Butit’sjust not the time
and place right now.”

Riley has delivered on his decla-
ration with a swiftness that even
surprises some of the players who
have turned USC (11-1, 8-1 Pac-12)
into the nation’s fourth-ranked
team with a chance at both the
Pac-12 title and a College Football
Playoff berth. The Trojans even
won both of their biggest rivalry
matchups against UCLA and Notre
Dame in the past two weeks, re-
claiming the Victory Bell and the
Jeweled Shillelagh.

It’s a stunning correction to a mi-
serable decade-plus for the West
Coast’s marquee program, which
has won just one conference crown
since 2008 and has never played in
the CFP, which began in 2014.

USC will be in Las Vegas on Fri-
day night for the Pac-12 title game
againstNo. 12 Utah, the only team to
beat Riley’s Trojans this season.
One more payback victory in a year
dubbed “a revenge tour” by star
USC defensive end Tuli Tuipulotu
would punctuate this season with
an exclamation point, even if it isn’t
over yet.

“Itis a crazy story, but I think we
knew that we had to turn everything
around, and we’ve been working

Pac-12 Championship
USC vs. Utah
AFN-Sports
2 a.m. Saturday CET
10 a.m. Saturday JKT

ever since Lincoln Riley came in,”
said Tuipulotu, the FBS leader with
124 sacks. “We knew it was going to
happen if we kept working.”

Riley and Heisman Trophy favo-
rite Caleb Williams are the faces of
this turnaround as two former
Sooners who moved to California
and immediately hit it big. But the
coach and his players have all said
this flashy transformation hap-
pened because of 12 months of hard
work and a fierce commitment to
team-building.

“From spring ball to summer
workouts, I thought we were going
to be a great team,” said Williams,
the elusive quarterback with 3,712
yards passing and a school-record
44 total touchdowns. “The outside
world is going to say what they want
to say, and we’re 11-1 right now, so
obviously it doesn’t matter. We
thought we were a great team, and
we’ve shown that.”

USC restocked its roster with a
host of talent from the transfer por-
tal, particularly at the offensive skill
positions, but the bedrock of this
hard-hitting team is the players left
behind after seven modestly suc-
cessful seasons under Clay Helton.
That veteran core was hurt and
humbled after going 4-8 last year
under Helton and interim coach
Donte Williams — but almost no-
body left, and almost everybody im-
proved under the guidance of Ri-
ley’s staff.

“Some teams really whooped us
last year and disrespected us, even
in our home stadium,” center Brett
Neilon said. “I think that made the
bond even tighter between the guys
that are left here,and I think ithad a
trickle-down effect to some of the
new guys. I feel like last year we had
really good talent, and we were just
getting beat. Coming back here this
year, we’re making the wrongs
right.”

Rick BowmER/AP

Southern California coach Lincoln Riley speaks with quarterback
Caleb Williams during their game against Utah on Oct. 15.

MicHAEL CLuBB/AP

Georgia running back Kenny Mclintosh is tackled by Kentucky defensive back Zion Childress during the
second half of their game in Lexington, Ky., on Nov. 19.

Georgia’s strong running to
test LSU in SEC title game

By CHARLES ODUM
Associated Press

ATHENS, Ga.— A healthy Ken-
ny McIntosh and strong play from
the offensive line have No. 1 Geor-
gia’s running game peaking justin
time for the postseason.

The Bulldogs ran for more than
200 yards in each of their last two
regular-season games, providing
valuable momentum for Satur-
day’s Southeastern Conference
championship game against No. 11
LSU in Atlanta.

The Tigers’ run defense will try
to recover after giving up Devon
Achane’s career-high 215 yards
and two touchdowns in last week’s
38-23 loss to Texas A&M.

Georgia (12-0) led Georgia Tech
only 10-7 at halftime last week be-
fore coach Kirby Smart called for
a re-commitment to a physical
running game. The Bulldogs an-
swered the call by scoring on their
first five possessions in the second
half of a 37-14 win.

MclIntosh and Kendall Milton
ran for touchdowns as Georgia
outrushed Georgia Tech 264-40.
Mclntosh posted game-high totals
of 86 rushing yards and 91 receiv-
ing yards.

“When he flips the switch and
really starts going, he’s got great
vision and great hands,” said
Smart of McIntosh. “He’s a weap-
on.”

After dealing with two deep
thigh bruises this season, Mcln-
tosh looks strong for the postsea-

SEC Championship
Georgia vs. LSU
AFN-Atlantic
10 p.m. Saturday CET
6 a.m. Sunday JKT

son. That’s a good sign for Geor-
gia’s hopes of defending its nation-
al championship.

“It’s my last year and I know
what I want and I’ve been waiting
all my life for this moment,” McIn-
tosh said after the Georgia Tech
game. “I want to take full advan-
tage of this opportunity.”

Daijun Edwards, Milton and
Branson Robinson shared the car-
ries with McIntosh. The Bulldogs
averaged 6.5 yards per carry
against Georgia Tech, boosted by
a 45-yard run by MclIntosh and a
44-yard gain by Milton.

LSU linebacker Micah Basker-
ville said he expects Georgia to
challenge the Tigers’ run defense,
especially after last week’s poor
showing.

“They have a good offensive
line, good size,” Baskerville said.
“I see that they’re physical. Our
goal is to stop the run. We feel
they’re going to come out and run
it on us because of last week.
That’s our challenge that we’re go-
ing to have to stop so it doesn’t hap-
pen back-to-back weeks.”

Georgia ran for 247 yards while
passing for only 116 yards in a 16-6
win at Kentucky on Nov. 19.

Smart credits “the physicality at
the line of scrimmage” for the late-

season surge in the running game.

“I think the line of scrimmage is
playing really well, they’re play-
ing really physical,” Smart said.

Georgia has completed back-to-
back undefeated regular seasons.
The Bulldogs will try to snap a
streak of three straight SEC cham-
pionship game losses. They lost
last year’s SEC title game to Ala-
bama before winning the rematch
in the national championship
game.

Depth at running back and an
efficient passing game provided
balance to the offense. Stetson
Bennett threw two touchdown
passes on only 135S yards against
Georgia Tech.

Georgiaranks No. 8 in the nation
with 488 yards per game in total of-
fense, including 203 on the
ground.

“Those guys have played phys-
ical,” said Smart of the running
backs. “The backs have done it by
committee. That’s been helpful.”

LSU (9-3) ranks only S9th
against the run, allowing 144 yards
per game. Defensive end BJ Oju-
lari said the Tigers’ run defense
must recover from last week’s “ve-
ry disappointing” game against
Texas A&M.

“We all know what the task at
hand is,” Qjulari said. “We’re still
going to have to go out to Atlanta
and play our best game. We know
our potential. We know how we
can play and the level we can play
at.”
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Kansas State running back Deuce Vaughn carries the ball on a touchdown run during the first half of the
Wildcats’ game against TCU on Oct. 22 in Fort Worth, Texas.

Big 12 title game RBs look
distinct with similar results

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
Associated Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — The
body types are certainly different
for TCU’s Kendre Miller and Kan-
sas State’s S-foot-6 dynamo Deuce
Vaughn, yet the third-year running
backs that will be featured in the Big
12 championship game look pretty
similar in what they do on the field.

Like Vaughn, the 6-foot, 220-
pound Miller can be shifty, elusive
and quick. While being nearly S0
pounds lighter, Vaughn can also be
hard to tackle and doesn’t shy from
contact whether running or block-
ing. That was on display last week
when he bulldozed a Kansas defen-
sive back to spring Malik Knowles
for a touchdown.

Miller has rushed for 1,260 yards
and 16 touchdowns, running for a
score in every game this season for
third-ranked TCU (12-0, 9-0 Big 12,
No. 3 CFP). His 153 yards six weeks
ago against Kansas State included
two TDs after halftime for the
Horned Frogs, who won 38-28 after
overcoming an early 28-10 deficit.

“He’s a physical hard runner that
doesn’t come down with arm tackles.
We didn’t wrap up well. We have to
get more bodies to the ball,” K-State
coach Chris Klieman said. “He
makes guys miss and runs through
arm tackles and drags guys for an-
other 3 yards.”

No. 13 Kansas State (9-3, 7-2, No.
10 CFP) gets another shot at Miller
and the playoff hopeful Frogs on Sat-
urday, when the Wildcats play in
their first Big 12 title game since up-
setting then-undefeated No. 1 Okla-
homa in 2003.

While Vaughn (1,295 yards) and
Miller are 3-4 in the Big 12 in rushing
yards, both also catch the ball out of

BRANDON WADE/AP

TCU running back Kendre Miller breaks through the Oklahoma de-
fense during their game on Oct. 1 in Fort Worth, Texas.

Big 12 Championship
TCU vs. Kansas State
AFN-Sports?2
6 p.m. Saturday CET
2 a.m. Sunday JKT

the backfield. That has been a bigger
part of K-State’s offense since Will
Howard took over as the primary
quarterback  after  dual-threat
Adrian Martinez got hurt on the
opening series against TCU. Vaughn
has 25 catches for 274 yards with all
three of his receiving TDs since.

“He’s a load trying to tackle him
when they hand it do him, but
they’ve done a really nice job getting
him on linebackers and him running
routes. They’ve been really creative
in some of the things they’ve done as
far as making him a receiver,” TCU
coach Sonny Dykes said. “So that’s
going to be challenging for us to try
to not only stop him carrying the
football, and also receiving the foot-
ball.”

Vaughn and Miller don’t have to
do it by themselves for their respec-
tive offenses, with plenty of other
talented skill players around them.

Kansas State also has a bigger
back in DJ Gidden, and Howard can
also throw to all-around receiver
Malik Knowles (46 catches, 679
yards, three TDs), who also has run
for three scores. The Frogs have one
of the NFL’s top prospects in receiv-
er Quentin Johnston (49 catches, 764
yards, five TDs), while senior quar-
terback Max Duggan leads the Big
12 with 3,070 yards and 29 TDs pass-
ing.

“It’s a big deal, just having other
people to lean on. Our offense is a
pretty high-power offense,” Miller
said. “Just having dudes like Q and
Max who can make plans any time,
it’s a really big deal, because as a de-
fense game planning, it’s pretty hard
to scheme for us because you don’t
know who’s going to make big
plays.”

Sainristil’s switch
to CB at Michigan
proves to be wise

By LARRY LAGE
Associated Press

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Mike
Sainristil, whose family fled Haiti
when he was an infant and raised
him in suburban Boston, wanted to
have the ball in his hands to make
plays at receiver when he chose to
attend Michigan.

Sainristil got his wish, scoring
touchdowns in each of his first
three seasons and emerging as a
dependable player on offense last
season when the Wolverines won
their first Big Ten title since 2004.

Jim Harbaugh asked Sainristil
last spring to switch to cornerback
and it has proved to be a win-win
move.

“The way this yearis going, I can
make plays on defense, too,” Sain-
ristil said.

The second-ranked Wolverines
(12-0, 9-0 Big Ten) will likely line
up Sainristil at times against stand-
out receiver Charlie Jones on Sat-
urday night when they face Purdue
(8-4, 6-3) in the conference cham-
pionship game in Indianapolis.

“New week. New mindset. New
opponent,” Sainristil said Monday.
“It’s time to hit that reset button.
We’re currently where we want to
be, but we know that in order to get
where we want to go, it starts on
Saturday.

“We can’t get to the playoffs, we
can’t win the national champion-
ship without winning the Big Ten
championship.”

Michigan is coming off a win
overrival Ohio State on the road for
the first time since 2000 to reach
the conference championship
game for a second straight season
due to a slew of key plays.

One of Sainristil’s pass breakups
might have been the most pivotal
play during the game on a third
down from the Michigan 9.

Buckeyes tight end Cade Stover
had his hands on the football in the
end zone until Sainristil used his
closing speed and strength to break
up the pass with his left hand. That
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Big Ten Championship
Michigan vs. Purdue
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forced Ryan Day to settle for a field
goal, cutting Ohio State’s deficit to
eight points midway through the
fourth quarter.

Sainristil finished with seven
tackles—one shy of his career high
— and two pass breakups in the 45-
23 win in the Horseshoe, where he
put a Michigan flag on the block
“0” at midfield.

Harbaugh said the senior is one
of many players on the team that
made a personal sacrifice for the
good of the team.

“Easily could have been another
guy, ‘T’'m a great receiver. I'd rath-
er get more targets than take on the
challenge of changing positions,’”
Harbaugh said. “Anything for the
team. Changed positions. Voted
captain. He’s been phenomenal
and had a phenomenal game, his
best game of the year.”

Sainristil has been one of Michi-
gan’s most steady players on de-
fense this season. He has 48 tack-
les, including 4'/2 for losses and two
sacks, and has broken up seven
passes.

Over his first three seasons, he
made 36 receptions for 532 yards
and five touchdowns along with oc-
casionally returning kickoffs and
punts.

Sainristil can stay in college for
another season, taking advantage
of the NCAA granting an extra year
of eligibility for any student-ath-
lete who endured the COVID-af-
fected 2020-21 school year, or he
can take his versatile talents to the
NFL.

“As far as next year goes, I’'m not
sure. I haven’t decided what I'm
doing,” he said. “I'm just still fo-
cused on what’s in the present mo-
ment and that’s helping Team 143
be the best it can be and Purdue on
Saturday.”

- g
JAY LAPRETE/AP

Michigan defensive back Mike Sainristil celebrates breaking up a
pass to Ohio State tight end Cade Stover during the second half of

Saturday’s game in Columbus, Ohio.
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The Oilers’ Connor McDavid, right, scored a goal and had an assist in
Wednesday’s win over the Blackhawks. He leads the NHL in points.

McDavid on familiar
path to be the best

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

As he approached his 500th reg-
ular-season NHL game on
Wednesday, Connor McDavid
marveled at how Sidney Crosby
has maintained a high level of play
for more than twice that long.

“Just the longevity of it,” the Ed-
monton Oilers captain said. “You
look at a guy like Sid, who I think
has changed his game a little bit
here and there a few times over,
it’s so incredible to see.”

And familiar. McDavid is a
much different player S00-plus
games into his career than he was
seven years ago when he made his
debut. He is arguably the best
player in the world after following
a Crosby-like blueprint of isolat-
ing individual weaknesses and
turning them into strengths.

“I’d like to think I'm a more re-
sponsible player, probably not as
reckless as I was at 18 years old,”
said McDavid, who will turn 26 in
January. “I play the game a little
bit different, but you have to adapt
in the NHL otherwise you don’t go
very far.”

Only five players in league his-
tory have put up more points
through S00 games than McDa-
vid’s 724 and the list does not in-
clude Crosby, Alex Ovechkin and
other elite players.

He again leads the NHL in
points a quarter of the way
through the season with 41 in 23
games, and McDavid’s next trick
could be scoring S0 goals in a sea-
son for the first time. Before train-
ing camp he said that would be
nice but pale in comparison to
team success.

“Numbers, really, at this point,
I’ve kind of been there and done
that,” McDavid said. “I’ve won my
Art Rosses and Hart trophies and
that stuff’s all kind of a moot
point.”

McDavid has won the Art Ross
Trophy as the league’s leading
scorer four times and Hart as

MVP twice. The furthest he and
the Oilers have advanced in the
the playoffs was last season, when
they reached the Western Confe-
rence finals before losing to the
eventual Stanley Cup-champion
Colorado Avalanche.

Edmonton needs more than just
McDavid and longtime running
mate Leon Draisaitl to make an-
other deep run. But if the storied
franchise is going to hang a sixth
Cup banner from the rafters,
McDavid’s evolution will be a big
reason for it.

After winning just 41.2% of his
faceoffs in his rookie year, McDa-
vid has steadily improved in the
circle to the point he’s now in the
top 25 players in the league in that
category. He had 89 giveaways in
2018-19 and has not approached
that number since. And he has be-
come a serviceable penalty Killer.

“I think there is evolving his
personal game,” coach Jay Wood-
croft said. “I see a 200-foot player,
Isee alot of defensive details in his
game and I see someone who has
adapted offensively. He doesn’t
just resort to doing the same thing
day in and day out, year in and
year out.”

All that after entering the NHL
with the pressure of not only being
the top pick in the 2015 draft but
called hockey’s “Next One” as a
generational talent expected to
follow in Crosby’s skate tracks.

McDavid was immediately the
face of the franchise and soon af-
ter the youngest captain in NHL
history at 19 years, 266 days old.
He credits now-retired winger
Matt Hendricks for helping him
evolve as a leader, another area of
his development.

“I don’t think he gets enough
credit on the leadership side of
things,” Woodcroft said. “For
Connor, it’s not just about setting
an example, it’s also holding the
team to a certain standard and
holding people accountable to that
standard.”

NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 2219 3 0 38 88 48
Toronto 2515 5 5 35 76 62
TampaBay 22 13 8 1 27 76 71
Detroit 2211 6 5 27 72 70
Florida 2310 9 4 24 78 81
Montreal 22 11 10 1 23 65 77
Buffalo 23 10 12 1 21 8 83
Ottawa 22 813 1 17 67 74

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
New Jersey 2319 4 0 38 87 51
N.Y.Islanders 24 15 9 0 30 78 62
Carolina 2312 6 5 29 64 63
Pittsburgh 2311 8 4 26 79 73
N.Y.Rangers 24 11 9 4 26 72 68
Washington 24 10 11 3 23 67 75
Philadelphia 23 8 10 5 21 56 75
Columbus 21 712 2 16 60 87

Western Conference
Central Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Dallas 2313 6 4 30 88 66

Winnipeg 21 14 6 1 29 68 53
Colorado 2012 7 1 25 68 52
Minnesota 2110 9 2 22 62 62
Nashville 2110 9 2 22 55 66
St. Louis 22 11 11 0 22 63 78
Arizona 20 7 10 3 17 54 70
Chicago 22 612 4 16 56 83

Pacific Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Vegas 2417 6 1 35 83 63
Seattle 22 14 5 3 31 84 68
Los Angeles 25 12 9 4 28 85 90
Edmonton 231310 0 26 79 82
Calgary 2210 9 3 23 67 70
Vancouver 23 911 3 21 80 88
San Jose 26 8 14 4 20 77 92
Anaheim 23 615 2 14 59 96

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Wednesday’s games

Toronto 3, San Jose 1
N.Y. Rangers 3, Ottawa 1
Buffalo 5, Detroit 4, SO
Edmonton 5, Chicago 4

Thursday’s games

Colorado at Buffalo
Nashville at New Jersey
Tampa Bay at Philadelphia
Vegas at Pittsburgh
Carolina at St. Louis
Edmonton at Minnesota
Anaheim at Dallas
Montreal at Calgary
Florida at Vancouver
Washington at Seattle
Arizona at Los Angeles

Friday’s games

Ottawa at N.Y. Rangers
Nashville at N.Y. Islanders
Columbus at Winnipeg

Saturday’s games

Anaheim at Minnesota
Colorado at Boston
Montreal at Edmonton
New Jersey at Philadelphia
San Jose at Ottawa

St. Louis at Pittsburgh
Toronto at Tampa Bay
Vegas at Detroit
Chicago at N.Y. Rangers
Arizona at Vancouver
Florida at Seattle
Washington at Calgary
Carolina at Los Angeles

Sunday’s games

Anaheim at Winnipeg
Minnesota at Dallas
Detroit at Columbus

San Jose at Buffalo
Chicago at N.Y. Islanders

Scoring leaders

Through Wednesday

GP G A PTS
Connor McDavid, EDM 23 18 23 41
Leon Draisaitl, EDM 23 15 21 36
Jason Robertson, DAL 23 19 17 36
Nikita Kucherov, TB 22 10 25 35
Erik Karlsson, SJ 26 11 21 32
David Pastrnak, BOS 22 14 18 32
Sidney Crosby, PIT 23 12 19 31
Mitch Marner, TOR 25 8 21 29

Matthew Tkachuk, FLA 21 10 19 29

Mikko Rantanen, COL 20 13 16 29
Tage Thompson, BUF 23 14 15 29

Ghana, Uruguay
meet again after

2010 Cup drama

By GERALD IMRAY
Associated Press

DOHA, Qatar — Ghana and
Uruguay meet at the World Cup
on Friday in a repeat of one of the
tournament’s most contentious
games, and Luis Suarez still isn’t
apologizing for his central role in
the controversy 12 years ago.

Uruguay striker Suarez’s delib-
erate handball on the goal line at
the end of extra time in the quar-
terfinals of the 2010 World Cup in
South Africa denied Ghana a cer-
tain goal and a place in history as
the first African team to reach the
semis. Suarez was sent off for the
handball but celebrated wildly on
the sidelines when Asamoah Gyan
hit the penalty off the crossbar.
Uruguay won the ensuing penalty
shootout.

To make it worse, Suarez boast-
ed after the 2010 game: “Truth is,
it was worth it.”

On Thursday, he remained un-
repentant.

“I don’t apologize because I take
the handball and the red card but
the Ghana player missed the pen-
alty. It’s not my fault because I
didn’t miss the penalty,” Suarez
said.

Ghana can now go some way to-
ward settling the score. By beating
Uruguay in its final Group H
match, Ghana would advance to
the round of 16, while knocking
Uruguay out of the tournament.

Though the match in Al Wakrah
has been circled as one to watch
ever since the World Cup draw
was made, Ghana coach Otto Ad-
do tried his best to cast it as a “nor-
mal game” despite 2010 remain-
ing a raw and painful memory for
many Ghanaians, who are de-
manding revenge for the hand-
ball.

“For me, it’s not a big topic,” Ad-
do said, adding he wouldn’t criti-
cize one of his own players if they
did the same as Suarez. “I would
expect every player to do all he
can to make sure his team goes
through. Even sacrificing himself
with a red card.”

“What happened in 2010 is very
sad but we can’t change it. We
want to look forward and we want
to win this game,” he said. “No
matter how.”

Ghana, which squeezed out a
thrilling 3-2 win over South Korea
in its last game, must win again in
Al Wakrah to be certain of going
past the group stage for the first
time since 2010. A draw could also
be enough depending on the result
of South Korea vs. Portugal.

Captain Andre Ayew is the only
Ghana player in Qatar who was on
the 2010 squad.

Uruguay has a handful, includ-

MARTIN MEISSNER/AP

Uruguay’s Luis Suarez remains
unrepentant for a handball that
denied Ghana a goal at the 2010
World Cup.

ing the 35-year-old Suarez, who is
playing what’s likely his farewell
World Cup before winding down a
career that saw him celebrated as
one of the best forwards in the
world at one point. He won the Co-
pa America with Uruguay and
Spanish league titles and a Cham-
pions League trophy with Barce-
lona.

Suarez also carved out a reputa-
tion as one of the game’s most con-
troversial characters and has
been punished three times for bit-
ing opponents, including a four-
month ban for biting Italy’s Gior-
gio Chiellini on the shoulder at the
2014 World Cup in Brazil.

Uruguay must beat Ghana and
hope South Korea doesn’t beat
Portugal to extend its stay at the
World Cup and Suarez’s interna-
tional career for at least one more
game. Goal difference will decide
it if Uruguay and South Korea
both win.

Stoking it just a little bit more,
Suarez said the 2010 game against
Ghana does still mean something
to Uruguay.

“We are going to put our lives
and soul into this match,” Suarez
said. “Ghanais a good team but we
know them, we have beaten them
before and we know how to beat
them again.”

Scoreboard

ROUND OF 16
Saturday, Dec. 3

Netherlands vs. United States
Argentina vs. Australia

Sunday, Dec. 4

France vs. Poland
England vs. Senegal

Monday, Dec. 5

Group E winner vs. Croatia
Group G winnervs.Group Hsecond place

Tuesday, Dec. 6

Morocco vs. Group E second place
Group Hwinnervs. Group Gsecond place
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Australia’s Mathew Leckie, left, celebrates with teammate Riley McGree after scoring his team’s only goal
in its 1-0 defeat of Denmark on Wednesday. Australia is in the round of 16 for the first time since 2006.

No pressure for Australia

as Messi, Argentina await

By ANDREW DAMPF
Associated Press

DOHA, Qatar — Australia cen-
ter forward Mitchell Duke plays
in the Japanese second division.
Midfielder Ajdin Hrustic of Hel-
las Verona — the last-placed team
in Italy’s Serie A — is the team’s
lone player based in Europe’s top
five leagues.

After unexpectedly surviving
the World Cup group stage, the
Socceroos will once again rely on
teamwork, determination and
self-belief when they go up against
star-studded Argentina in the
round of 16.

“We have no real pressure,”
said forward Mathew Leckie, who
scored in a 1-0 win over Denmark.
“We just need to enjoy the mo-
ment, enjoy the occasion. No one
expects us to win. So let’s shock
the world.”

Center back Harry Souttar, the
man who will be charged with
stopping Lionel Messi in Austra-
lia’s next match, is the tallest out-
field player at the World Cup at 6-
foot-6.

He only recently returned from
ACL surgery but his and the
team’s confidence has been build-
ing game after game while ad-
vancing from a difficult group fea-
turing defending champion
France and European Champion-
ship semifinalist Denmark.

“It’s 11 against 11. There’s not 11
Messis. There is one,” right back
Milos Degenek said Thursday.
“We know their squad is full of
stars. Even (Paulo) Dybala is on
the bench and (Lautaro) Martinez
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comes off the bench. So it’s a
squad that’s immaculate.

“I always loved Messi, and I
think he’s the greatest to ever play
the game,” Degenek added. “(But)
it’s not an honor to play against
him, because he’s just a human, as
we all are.”

Australia’s performance has
been a testament to team spirit
and proving doubters wrong.

“No one believed in us apart
from us and the people around
us,” Degenek said Thursday. “So
it’s phenomenal.”

It’s only the second time in six
World Cups that Australia has
reached the knockout stage. The
2006 team was beaten by eventual
champion Italy in the round of 16
on a controversial stoppage-time
penalty.

Australia only qualified for this
tournament following a penalty
shootout win over Peruin an inter-
continental playoff in June. But
planning for the World Cup start-
ed long before that.

Degenek left Red Star Belgrade
in January for the Columbus Crew
in MLS, specifically to get more
playing time in view of the tourna-
ment in Qatar.

Duke, who scored with a diffi-
cult header in Australia’s 1-0 win
over Tunisia, once considered be-
coming an electrician when his
soccer career stalled. Then coach

Graham Arnold gave him a
chance with the Central Coast
Mariners and the pair are now re-
united with Australia.

“Obviously I've got a lot of faith
in the kid,” Arnold said. “Every-
one talks about where he plays but
when he walks over that white line
he gives 100% for the nation and
the jersey.”

Right back Milos Degenek
celebrates Australia’s 1-0 victory
over Denmark that put the
Socceroos in the round of 16.

Amid protests, Iran
gets tepid welcome

Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iran’s national
soccer team received a subdued
welcome home after its World
Cup defeat against the United
States, a match played against the
backdrop of ongoing anti-govern-
ment protests in Iran. One Iranian
man was shot dead celebrating
the American victory.

The players returned from Qa-
tar late Wednesday, a day after
their 1-0 loss. Anti-government
protesters, considering the team a
symbol of Iran’s clerical rulers,
had celebrated the loss in some
Iranian cities with fireworks and
cheers.

One man was shot dead by Ira-
nian security forces in northwest
Iran for honking his car horn in
support of the U.S. victory, the Os-
lo-based rights monitor Iran Hu-
man Rights reported on Thurs-
day.

Iran’s treatment of the players
will likely be scrutinized because
they refrained from singing the
Islamic Republic’s national an-
them during their opening World
Cup match. Many considered the
move a show of solidarity with the
protests. The team did sing the
anthem in subsequent matches.

A few dozen fans greeted the
national team’s return at Tehran’s
international airport late Wednes-
day, with people cheering and

waving the Iranian flag.

Yet the players have faced bit-
ing criticism from anti-govern-
ment protesters who have blamed
the team for not being more vocal
about the security force’s violent
putdown of the demonstrations.
Human rights groups say over
400 protesters have been killed in
the crackdown, with thousands
more arrested.

An image of players bowing in
the presence of President Ebra-
him Raisi before setting off to the
tournament was widely criticized
by activists on social media. A
hardline cleric, Raisi has likened
protesters to “flies” and dismis-
sed the movement as a foreign
plot, without offering any proof.

Mehran Samak, 27, was shot
dead after honking his car in sup-
port of the U.S. win after Tues-
day’s match in the city of Bandar
Anzali in northwest Iran. Oslo-
based Iran Human Rights report-
ed he was “shot in the head by
state forces when he went out to
celebrate the Islamic Republic’s
loss.”

Samak is also a childhood
friend of Iranian midfielder
Saeed Ezatollahi, who mourned
his death on his social media. But
again he received criticism from
activists for not explicitly stating
Samak was Kkilled by government
forces.

Boost: Along with youth,
Americans provide speed
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“We may be the underdog,” said
Brenden Aaronson, who replaced
Pulisic at the start of the second
half. “The Dutch are a world pow-
er and they’ve been that for many,
many tournaments. So I think for
us, it’s just going in there with no
fear and playing the way we have
been this entire tournament. And I
think good things will come out of
it.”

Matt Turner, the first U.S. goal-
keeper with consecutive World
Cup shutouts since 1930, was over-
come with emotion at the final
whistle. Turner thought back to
how the U.S. performance in 2010
helped convert him to soccer.

He was a high school baseball
player who played soccer full
time, then switched emphasis.
Turner’s journey took him to a
Major League Soccer debut in
2018, a transfer to Arsenal last
summer and now success on soc-
cer’s biggest stage.

“This is just an unbelievable ex-
perience for me, given my story,”
he said. “Almost everything is a
carbon copy of the feelings that I
felt as a fan in 2010. And to be able
to have a say in the result that gets
us through to the next round is

huge — it was just very emotional
for a lot of reasons for me.”

The American lineup against
Iran was the youngest of any team
at this year’s tournament and the
youngest for the Americans since
1990, averaging 24 years, 321 days.
Iran coach Carlos Queiroz, a for-
mer U.S. Soccer Federation advis-
er, praised their pace, which
forced his team to adjust.

“When we play a team with Fer-
raris who need space to acceler-
ate, the best way to play against
them is to close the highways so
they can’t gain speed,” he said.

A daunting task against the
Dutch is ahead: The U.S. has five
losses and six draws in 11 World
Cup matches against European
opponents since upsetting Portu-
gal 3-2 in a 2002 opener.

“It’s a great opportunity but it’s
not something that we’re going in-
to it thinking it’s an honor. We de-
serve to be in the position we're in
and we want to keep going,” Ber-
halter said. “So for us, it’s about
how we recover from this game
and prepare to play against a very
good Dutch, very well coached,
ton of quality all over the field, and
we have to come up with anidea of
how to beat them.”
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Remarkable turnaround
In just his first season, Riley has USC

on cusp of playoff » College football, Page 28

Advancing to knockout round another b|g step for US soccer

By RoNALD BLum
Associated Press

DOHA, Qatar — American soc-
cer hopes to be ascendant, to chal-
lenge the NFL, Major League Ba-
seball and the NBA in the competi-
tion for the U.S. market share.

Reaching the final 16 with Tues-
day’s 1-0 win over Iran was anoth-
er step for a team whose success is
measured in television viewers
and buzz along with final scores.

“I don’t know the final numbers,
but I’'m sure there was a lot of peo-
ple watching,” U.S. coach Gregg
Berhalter said. “You see how resi-
lient this group is. You see how
unified this group is. You see what
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type of energy and output they put
into every single game. And then
along the way, there’s some pretty
good soccer. That’s the American
spirit, the way this group plays,
and I think people will appreciate
that, especially back home.”

The Americans opened with a
1-1 draw with Wales that was seen
by 11.7 million on English- and
Spanish-language U.S. broadcasts
and followed with a 0-0 tie against

England that
was viewed by
19.98 million on
Black Friday,
when  schools
were off and
many offices
closed.

President Joe
Biden took note of the victory over
Iran when speaking in Bay City,
Mich.

“They did it! God love ’em,” Bi-
den said.

A victory on Saturday against
the Netherlands would put the
U.S. in the quarterfinals for the
first time since 2002. The status of

Berhalter

Christian Pulisic is uncertain after
he bruised his pelvis crashing into
the goalkeeper while scoring
against Iran. The U.S. Soccer Fed-
eration did not make Pulisic avail-
able to media on Wednesday but
posted a video of him dribbling a
ball.

Pulisic hopes to play Saturday.
He said he was going to consult
with the medical staff in the hope
of joining Thursday’s training ses-
sion.

“Iwill do everything in my pow-
er to work with this medical team
and make sure I can play,” he said.
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Josh Sargent of the U.S., left,
fights for the ball with Iran’s

Morteza Pouraliganiji during their

Group B match Tuesday at the
World Cup in Doha, Qatar.
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U.S. goalkeeper Matt Turner was
inspired to switch from baseball
to soccer by the 2010 team.

NBA's early MVP race has a crowded field of candidates. ..



