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Time to tighten the belt

K. Kassens/U.S. Army

Competitors in the 2024 U.S. Army Special Operations Command Best Combat Diver Competition participate in a two-mile run as part of a
physical fitness test at Naval Air Station, Key West, Fla., on June 11. A recent study found that obesity among troops is costing the Pentagon
more than $1 billion of taxpayer funding each year.

Study: Obesity among troops costs Pentagon more than $1B a year

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

American troops are too fat, and it is costing
the Pentagon more than $1 billion of taxpayer
funding each year, a study of obesity among ac-
tive-duty service members published Wednes-
day found.

Obesity was the leading cause for disqualifi-
cation among hopeful military recruit appli-
cants, and the top driver of separations among
active-duty troops in 2023, according to the
new American Security Project study. The
Washington-based think tank that studies
modern national security issues found the Pen-

tagon spent some $1.25 billion last year treat-
ing military patients for dozens of diseases re-
lated to obesity, and another $99 million in lost
productivity among hospitalized overweight
troops.

“America can no longer afford to ignore this
[obesity] crisis,” American Security Project
researchers wrote. “The United States armed
forces face an unprecedented challenge as
obesity prevalence among service members
continues to rise. As combat and incidental in-
juries become less prevalent year-over-year,
rates of obesity-related conditions, including
diabetes, osteoarthritis, hypertension and

steatotic liver disease increasingly meet or ex-
ceed civilian trends.”

Researchers suggested the Pentagon take a
more proactive approach to preventing obes-
ity, focusing on providing young, enlisted
troops with health and nutrition education and
access to quality foods. They also suggested the
military replace long-held, appearance-based
body composition standards with health-based
standards driven by medical professionals and
classify obesity as a disease in the military
health system so troops can be treated medi-

SEE BELT ON PAGE 5

Army builds
Ukraine war
response Into
latest exercise

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

HOHENFELS, Germany —
Farms in Bavaria served as the
drop zone this week for a practice
run showing what allied forces
might experience if ever faced
with a Russian incursion.

On Wednesday, scores of para-
troopers from the 173rd Airborne
Brigade jumped from Air Force
C-130s and C-17s into the tiny
hamlet of Eglsee as part of exer-
cise Saber Junction.

After landing in freshly fertil-
ized fields, the Vicenza, Italy-
based “Sky Soldiers” marched
about 2 miles to the 7th Army
Training Command’s Joint Multi-
national Readiness Center, where
the realities of the Russia-Ukraine
war had been readied: dragon’s
teeth, trenches, drones, electronic
jamming devices and a seasoned
opposition.

“What’s awaiting them is prob-
ably the hardest fight they’ve ever
been in,” training unit command-

SEE UKRAINE ON PAGE 4

- - -

Lypia GorDoON/Stars and Stripes
A soldier inspects his weapon
outside of the Joint Multinational
Readiness Center Hohenfels
Training Area, Germany, for an
exercise on Wednesday.
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Verizon buying Frontier to strengthen fiber network

Associated Press

Verizon is buying Frontier
Communications in a $20 billion
deal to strengthen its fiber net-
work.

Verizon Communications Inc.
said Thursday that the transaction
will also help it in the areas of arti-
ficial intelligence and the Internet
of Things.

Frontier has concentrated
heavily on its fiber network capa-
bilities over about four years, in-
vesting $4.1 billion upgrading and
expanding its fiber network. It

now gets more than half of its rev-
enue from fiber products.

The price tag for Frontier,
based in Dallas, is sizable given its
2.2 million fiber subscribers
across 25 states. Verizon has ap-
proximately 7.4 million Fios con-
nections in nine states and Wash-
ington, D.C.

Frontier has 7.2 million fiber lo-
cations and has plans to build out
an additional 2.8 million fiber lo-
cations by the end of 2026.

“The acquisition of Frontier is a
strategic fit,” Verizon Chairman

and CEO Hans Vestberg said in a
prepared statement. “It will build
on Verizon’s two decades of lead-
ership at the forefront of fiber and
is an opportunity to become more
competitive in more markets
throughout the United States, en-
hancing our ability to deliver pre-
mium offerings to millions more
customers across a combined fi-
ber network.”

Verizon, based in New York
City, will pay $38.50 for each
Frontier share. The deal is expect-
ed to close in about 18 months.

Military rates

Euro costs (Sept. 6) $1.08
British pound (Sept. 6) $1.28
Japanese yen (Sept. 6) 141.00
South Korean won (Sept. 6) 1299.00
Ci cial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) 0.3769
Britain (Pound) 1.3169
Canada (Dollar) 1.3513
China (Yuan) 7.0890
Denmark (Krone) 6.7223
Egypt (Pound) 48.4414
Euro 0.9014
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.7946
Hungary (Forint) 353.79
Israel (Shekel) 3.6958
Japan (Yen) 143.22
Kuwait (Dinar) 0.3054
Norway (Krone) 10.6277
Philippines (Peso) 56.04
Poland (Zloty) 3.86
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7543
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3026
South Korea (Won) 1334.22

Switzerland (Franc) 0.8465
Thailand (Baht) 33.56
Turkey (NewLira) 33.9587

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates areinterbankrates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 8.50

Interest Rates Discount rate 6.00
Federal funds market rate 5.33
3-month bill 5.09
30-year bond 4.06
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Marine suspected of sexual assault on Okinawa

June case Is third reported on island this year; man held on military installation in Japan

By BrRiaAN McELHINEY
AND HANA KusumMmoTO
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A
U.S. Marine is suspected of sex-
ually assaulting and injuring a
woman in Okinawa in June, ac-
cording to Okinawa Prefectural
Police, the third case of its type to
surface on the island this year.

Police forwarded a case on
Thursday against a 20-year-old
man to the Naha District Public
Prosecutors Office, a spokesman
for the prosecutor’s office said by
phone that day.

The Marine is suspected of non-
consensual sexual intercourse re-
sulting in injury, a spokesman for
the police investigative team said
by phone Thursday. He declined
to identify the Marine, saying do-
ing so may affect the investigation.

He said the incident occurred
on Okinawa, and that medical per-
sonnel who treated the woman re-

ported it to police.

He said the Marine and the
woman were acquaintances but
declined to say how they knew
each other.

Some government officials in
Japan are required to speak to the
media only on condition of ano-
nymity. In Japan, police forward
cases of alleged criminal conduct
to area prosecutors for a charging
decision.

The Marine is not in Japanese
custody, butis confined to military
installations in Japan, according
to a spokesman for the III Marine
Expeditionary Force.

“The Marine Corps is aware of
an allegation of criminal miscon-
duct by an Okinawa-based Ma-
rine, and we are fully cooperating
with all appropriate authorities
during the ongoing investigation,”
said 1st Lt. Owen Hitchcock,
spokesman for ITI Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, in an email Thurs-

day to Stars and Stripes.

Hitchcock declined to identify
the Marine, his unit or duty sta-
tion.

“The alleged behavior does not
reflect the core values of the U.S.
Marine Corps, nor does it repre-
sent the conduct of the over-
whelming majority of Okinawa-
based Marines. The Marine Corps
goes to great lengths to instill
these values in every Marine
through regular education and
training throughout their service
and we take these allegations seri-
ously,” his email states.

This case follows indictments of
two U.S. service members on sep-
arate charges of sexual assault
and attempted sexual assault that
came to light over the summer and
roiled Okinawa.

Senior Airman Brennon R.E.
Washington pleaded not guilty Ju-
ly 12 in Naha District Court to
charges of kidnapping and sexual-

ly assaulting a minor in Decem-
ber. Marine Lance Cpl. Jamel
Clayton was charged in May with
attempting to sexually assault a
woman in Yomitan.

Those cases led to formal com-
plaints from the prefecture to the
U.S. Embassy, U.S. military and
the Japanese government and
calls for changes to the status of
forces agreement governing the
U.S. military population in Japan.

The prefectural government,
led by Gov. Denny Tamaki, also
complained that it was kept in the
dark about the two indictments
and other reports against service
members who were not charged.

Japan’s investigative author-
ities announced in July that they
would begin sharing more infor-
mation about criminal cases in-
volving U.S. service members
with local governments as much
as possible.

This case is the first under that

agreement.

“We believe that the notification
was made in accordance (with the
agreement),” the Military Affairs
Division spokeswoman said.

U.S. Forces Japan commander
Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp announced in
July a “new forum of cooperation”
with the Japanese and Okinawan
governments and community
members.

The Marine Corps has in-
creased courtesy patrols in Okina-
wa’s popular nightlife spots and
instituted near-100% outbound so-
briety checks at all its Japan in-
stallations on weekends in re-
sponse to the incidents.

Rupp, U.S. Ambassador to Ja-
pan Rahm Emanuel and III MEF
commander Lt. Gen. Roger Tur-
ner have called for consistent li-
berty policies for all U.S. troops in
Japan.

But so far, no changes have
been announced.

Senators push $15M bill to study birth defects in vets’ children

By Linpa F. HERSEY
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The genera-
tional effects of chemical warfare
agents and other hazardous mate-
rials on the descendants of service
members would be evaluated un-
der a bill to fund $15 million in re-
search on birth defects identified
in the children and grandchildren
of toxic-exposed veterans.

The Molly R. Loomis Research
for Descendants of Toxic Exposed
Veterans Act would commission
multiple studies that look at the
connections between toxic expo-
sures of service members in com-
bat zones and severe disabilities
that were later diagnosed in their
descendants.

The bill is included in two sep-
arate appropriations bills for the
Defense Department and the In-
terior Department that have ad-
vanced in the Senate. House law-
makers have not offered a com-
panion bill.

Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., chair-
man of the Senate Appropriations
Committee’s subpanel on defense,
and Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., co-
sponsored the research legisla-
tion, which would fund multiple
studies by federal agencies and
nonprofit organizations.

“While there has been some re-
search on the link between birth
defects and generational expo-
sure to toxins and chemicals,
there has yet to be comprehen-
sive, government-led studies into
the effects of toxic exposure on
descendants of toxic-exposed vet-
erans,” according to a statement
from Tester’s office.

The funds would support the

Molly Loomis

Molly Loomis, whose father was exposed to Agent Orange during
military service in Vietham, was born with spina bifida, a condition
where the spine does not develop properly during fetal development.
The birth defect has been identified in descendants of Vietnam War

veterans exposed to the herbicide.

Toxic Exposures Research Pro-
gram and build knowledge on the
generational impact of chemical
exposures on military members
and their descendants, according
to Tester, who also is chairman of
the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee.

“This bill aims to empower the
toxic exposures research group to
conduct more vital research relat-
ed to toxic exposure,” Rubio said.

The legislation is named after
the daughter of a Vietnam-era Na-
vy veteran exposed to Agent Or-
ange during military service

aboard the USS Ogden, an am-
phibious transport dock ship.

Molly Loomis of Bozeman,
Mont., was born with spina bifida,
a presumptive disability that has
been diagnosed in the biological
children of Vietham War veter-
ans. Spina bifida is a condition
where the spine and spinal cord
do not grow properly during preg-
nancy.

Her father, Richard Loomis,
died in 2013 from bladder cancer,
which was presumed to be con-
nected to his exposure to Agent
Orange, according to the family.

“I try putting myself in my
dad’s shoes and how it might feel
to face toxic exposure health is-
sues. But then to learn your expo-
sure could have resulted in the
birth defects, disabilities, even
shortened lifespans of your own
children, perhaps grandchildren,
too — I don’t think I can fully
imagine the nightmare of that,”
Loomis said. “Not everyone
chooses to protect their country,
but I'd say everyone wants to pro-
tect their children.”

Service members exposed to
toxic substances are more likely
than the general population to de-
velop rare cancers, heart condi-
tions and chronic lung conditions,
according to the legislation.

Descendants of toxic-exposed
service members also can experi-
ence lifelong medical conditions
related to their parents’ or grand-
parents’ exposure to toxic sub-
stances, the legislation said.

Mokie Porter, communications
director for the advocacy group
Vietnam Veterans of America, de-
scribed the legislation as another
mechanism for funding an area
that historically has been over-
looked in research by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

“Before these Vietnam veter-
ans pass on, they want to ensure
their children are taken care of.
The children and grandchildren
of toxic-exposed veterans have
health conditions that have not
been fully addressed,” Porter
said. “Most of the evidence link-
ing exposure to birth defects is an-
ecdotal because the research isn’t
being done.”

Porter said new research dol-

lars also would enable studies to
be done outside the VA, including
universities, medical centers and
other nonprofit organizations with
a background in studying birth
defects and chemical exposures.

The VA presumes spina bifida
in biological children of certain
Vietnam-era veterans who were
exposed to Agent Orange and oth-
er herbicides was caused by mil-
itary service.

People with spina bifida can
have paralysis and require exten-
sive surgeries and medical care.

But Porter said while spina bifi-
dais the most recognized birth de-
fect associated with military
chemical exposure, the link is still
considered limited for lack of sci-
entific evidence.

The new legislation would re-
quire an interagency group on
toxic exposures to work to raise
awareness about associations be-
tween toxic exposures and birth
defects, McManus said.

The bill also would require re-
search and current treatments for
serious health conditions identi-
fied in the descendants of toxic-
exposed veterans to be published
on a dedicated website.

The interagency group was es-
tablished two years ago under the
Sergeant First Class Heath Robin-
son Honoring our Promise to Ad-
dress Comprehensive Toxics Act,
or PACT Act.

The PACT Act awards disabil-
ity benefits for veterans with dis-
eases and injuries that are pres-
umed to be linked to toxic expo-
sures during military service, in-
cluding from burn pits, radiation
and other hazardous materials.
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MatTHEW M. BURKE/Stars and Stripes

A soldier with the 173rd Airborne Brigade awaits his next task after
parachuting near Joint Multinational Readiness Center Hohenfels

Training Area on Wednesday.

Ukraine: Army
studied Russian
war ahead of drills

FROM PAGE 1

er Brig. Gen. Steven Carpenter
said. “But we want it to be hardest
here so when they get to combat, it
seems just a little bit easier.”

The annual Saber Junction land
warfare exercise, which runs
through Sept. 19, features approx-
imately 4,300 troops, mostly from
the U.S. and 10 other partner na-
tions under an Italian high com-
mand.

It is being held at the training
areas in Grafenwoehr and Hohen-
fels. The exercise includes simu-
lated artillery, armor, medical,
communications and even psy-
chological operations.

Brigade commander Col. Josh-
ua Gaspard said the Army had
monitored “battle labs” like Uk-
raine in preparation for the exer-
cise. The force had already flown
drones to survey its surroundings
and had its signals jammed.

The paratroopers face stiff re-
sistance from the Army training
center’s resident opposition force,
1st Battalion, 4th Infantry Regi-
ment, which comes equipped with
faux Russian vehicles.

Carpenter said Ukraine’s abili-
ty to attack from the rear using a
tactic known as vertical envelop-
ment has frustrated Russian ad-
vances and showed the continued
need for airborne operations.

“Our ability to get vertical enve-
lopment, to get soldiers deep, not
just to do reconnaissance oper-
ations, but disrupt the rear lines
would be incredibly valuable,” he
said.

He stressed the importance of
rotating all NATO allies and part-
ners through the command’s
suite of yearly exercises. This
year’s participants include Alba-
nia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croa-
tia, Georgia, Italy, Lithuania,
Montenegro, Moldova, North Ma-
cedonia and the United Kingdom,
an Army statement said.

Georgia’s continued participa-
tion is notable. Russia occupies
about 20% of the once solidly pro-
Western country’s internationally
recognized borders. But over the
past year, Georgia’s ruling party
has moved closer to Russia politi-
cally amid fierce domestic opposi-

-

PHoTos By Lypia GORDON/Stars and Stripes

Soldiers with the 173rd Airborne Brigade march through a town after parachuting into a village field
outside of the Joint Multinational Readiness Center Hohenfels Training Area, Germany, for Exercise Saber
Junction on Wednesday.

A soldier links up with his team
after parachuting into a field.

tion.

After their landing, the para-
troopers marched through villag-
es toward the 40,000-acre training
facility, known as “the Box.” Ger-
man spectators set up patio chairs

Spectators watch soldiers of the 173rd Airborne Brigade parachute
outside of the Joint Multinational Readiness Center Hohenfels

Training Area, Germany.

and gathered in groups to watch
the spectacle.

Sgt. 1st Class Austin Pounds, a
platoon sergeant from Galveston,
Texas, said they had parachuted
down a bit more quickly than ex-

pected. His troops had eight days
of fighting ahead of them, he said.

“As soon as we get in, we’re go-
ing to get our teeth kicked in,” he
said. “But we’re scrappy, so we’ll
kick right back.”

US Army officer found dead in Poland,;

By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes
KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — There are no initial signs of
foul play related to the death of a
U.S. Army officer in Poland, ser-
vice officials said Thursday.
Lt. Col. Joshua Camara, 45, was
found dead Tuesday, the Penta-
gon said in a statement.

He was stationed at Camp Kos-
ciuszko in Poznan and had been
assigned to V Corps forward head-
quarters.

“Our thoughts and sympathies
are with Lt. Col. Josh Camara’s
family, friends, and teammates
during this difficult time,” V
Corps chief of staff Col. Kevin
Jackson said in the statement. “He
was an outstanding leader and

mentor, and we will remember his
legacy and impact.”

Camara, a public affairs officer,
served in V Corps since June. He
served in the Army for over 20
years, according to his LinkedIn
profile.

On Thursday, V Corps spokes-
man Maj. Joe Bush said there was
“no evidence of foul play,” con-
trary to earlier reports from some

‘no evidence of foul play’

Polish media outlets.

Polish police are conducting the
main investigation into Camara’s
death. The Army’s Criminal In-
vestigative Division is carrying
out its own probe, which is com-
monplace when a soldier dies,
Bush said.

Polish news network TVP re-
ported Wednesday that the body
of an American officer had been

found inside an apartment in Poz-
nan, not far from where V Corps
forward is based.

Local officials ruled out mur-
der, TVP reported, adding that au-
topsy results are expected early
next week.

Camp Kosciuszko is home to the
Army’s garrison headquarters in
Poland and the first permanent
U.S. military base in the country.
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Families of 2 US soldiers awarded $364M

Court rules Syria owes hundreds of millions for torture and killing of pair by terrorists in Iraq in 2007

By JENNIFER H. SvaN
Stars and Stripes

Syria owes hundreds of millions of dol-
lars to the families of two U.S. soldiers who
were tortured and killed by Damascus-
sponsored terrorists in Iraq more than 15
years ago, a federal court in Washington,
D.C,, ruled recently.

The decision by U.S. District Judge Reg-
gie Walton on Aug. 30 awarded compensa-
tion and punitive damages of $364 million
to the families of Spc. Byron Fouty and
Staff Sgt. Alex Jimenez.

It followed Walton’s judgment in July
that the Syrian government was liable for
the deaths of Fouty and Jimenez, who were
beheaded after their capture with a third
soldier.

Fouty, 19, of Oxford, Mich.; Jimenez, 25,
of Lawrence, Mass.; and Pfc. Joseph An-
zack Jr., 20, of Torrance, Calif., were cap-
tured May 12, 2007, during an assault of a
military observation post in the village of
al-Taqga, near Yusufiyah, south of Baghdad.
They served in the 10th Mountain Division,
based in Fort Drum, N.Y.

Four other U.S. soldiers and an Iraqi in-
terpreter died in the attack. Anzack’s body
was found about 10 days later in the Eu-
phrates River. The remains of Fouty and
Jimenez weren’t found until July 2008 and

U.S. Army

Staff Sgt. Alex Jimenez, left, and Spc.

Byron Fouty, who were assigned to the
10th Mountain Division, were captured
and killed by terrorists in Iraq in 2007.

were identified through dental records.

The damage award is vindication for the
soldiers’ families, their attorney, Ron Jen-
kins, said Wednesday.

“I think they do feel a sense of justice,”
he said, adding that no amount of money
can “undo that type of loss.”

Gordon Dibler, Fouty’s stepfather, said
Thursday that he “never looked at it as,
‘Oh, this will make me feel better.””

But it’s a relief for the court “to acknowl-
edge the people responsible,” he said.

Jenkins filed a complaint in 2018 against
Syria on behalf of the soldiers’ families. It

alleged that Syrian assistance enabled the
former Islamic State of Iraq “to abduct,
torture and execute Fouty and Jimenez.”

Anzack’s family was not a party in the
lawsuit. The plaintiffs consisted of four
family members of Fouty and eight of Ji-
menez, as well as the soldiers’ estates.

The case was tried under the Foreign
Sovereignty Immunities Act, which gives
U.S. courts jurisdiction over a foreign
country that has engaged in terrorism or
provided material support to a terrorist
group that injures or kills American citi-
zens.

In his July ruling, Walton found that the
Zarqawi Terrorist Organization, the re-
named Islamic State of Iraq, had acted
“with the training, funding, material sup-
port, protection, and direction of Syria, as
part of a coordinated scheme by Syria to
target” U.S. service members in Iraq, ac-
cording to court documents.

The case had aggravating factors, Jen-
kins said, which enabled the judge “to
make a very sizable award.”

Jimenez’s widow, Yaderlin Jimenez, tes-
tified to the emotional pain she suffered
while waiting to learn of her husband’s
fate.

“It was very hard for the family not
knowing what had happened, what (was)

being done to him. It was a very desperate
(14) months for everybody,” she said, ac-
cording to court records.

Dibler said he’s always had trouble
sleeping but sometimes will “wake up kind
of suddenly, thinking about what they were
going through,” he said of Fouty and Jime-
nez. “I still live this every day.”

The plaintiffs were awarded varying
amounts, the court ruling shows. The Syr-
ian government did not appear in court or
otherwise respond to the complaint, ac-
cording to court documents.

However, the Syrians will be notified of
the court’s decision, said Jenkins, who has
been involved in similar cases.

In this case, the U.S. could freeze Syrian
assets in the United States, for example,
and make those available, or lawyers could
try to seize Syrian assets abroad, Jenkins
said.

“It’s not easy to do,” he said. “But it is a
project we will undertake. If it takes years,
we will work on it for years.”

Dibler said that the last time he spoke to
his stepson was on his 19th birthday on
April 17, a month before the attack. Fouty
had been in the Army less than five
months, not including boot camp, he said.

“Things happened so fast,” he said. “We
miss him every day.”

Belt: Prevention urged [
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cally for the condition.

“Unlike nearly all other diseas-
es affecting service members to-
day, obesity itself is not consi-
dered a disability nor disease by
the service branches nor the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs,
making it difficult to proactively
identify and treat,” the report
reads. “Without this written clas-
sification and its associated pro-
tections, service members face bi-
as and discrimination for ‘exceed-
ing weight standards,” becoming
ineligible for promotion, educa-
tional privileges, deployment or
disability compensation.”

Last year, the American Secur-
ity Project found nearly seven in
10 active-duty troops were over-
weight or obese, according to their
body mass index, including some
21% of active-duty troops qualified
as obese, a rate that more than
doubled in the past decade. Body
mass index, or BMI, is a long-used
but controversial method of as-
sessing a person’s body classifica-
tion by height and weight. A per-
son between 25 and 30 on the BMI
is considered clinically over-
weight and more than 30 is consi-
dered obese, according to the Na-
tional Institutes of Health.

The researchers found the
weight problem within the mili-
tary was at least two-pronged be-
cause of rising obesity rates
among the civilian population

from which the military needs to
recruit, and the loosening of mil-
itary fitness standards to ensure
the services have enough troops in
their ranks amid recent enlist-
ment struggles. The Pentagon, the
researchers found, has lowered
fitness standards to keep over-
weight troops in the ranks and in-
creased the use of body composi-
tion waivers to bring overweight
recruits into the military.

The military services have tak-
en steps in recent years to counter
obesity. The Army and Navy intro-
duced fitness courses to engage
potential recruits early and get
them into shape to qualify for ser-
vice. The Marines, meanwhile, be-
gan using more accurate biomet-
ric scanning machines last year to
assess body fat.

But the American Security Pro-
ject concluded those measures
were not enough to mitigate the
threat of increasing weight prob-
lems in the force, which were exa-
cerbated during the 2020 corona-
virus pandemic, which forced
many troops away from daily ex-
ercise during lockdowns. Obesity
rates have not improved since the
lockdowns ended, according to the
researchers.

They charge reversing military
policies that stigmatize obesity —
such as tape measure tests — and
focusing instead on providing
treatment for troops susceptible to
obesity or diagnosed with obesity

e
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MaRryY KoHLMANN/U.S. Marine Corps

U.S. Marines and Navy sailors with 2nd Marine Logistics Group participate in an obstacle course during
the Force Fitness Instructor Course culminating event on Camp Lejeune, N.C., on Feb. 14. Marines and
sailors participated in the course to understand how to utilize structured functional exercise science.

would improve military readiness
and save the services money — up
to $1 billion each year, according
to the study.

“These recommendations
aren’t just well-justified by the ex-
isting research, they are highly
cost-effective,” the researchers
concluded. “Upfront investments
in clinical care saves tens of thou-
sands of dollars per patient in the
long run, even if those patients re-
main overweight.”
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‘Looks more intentional than accidental’

Experts, ambassador agree China signaling dominance by crossing Japanese territory

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Ja-
pan — Recent incursions by China
into Japan’s territorial waters and
airspace showcase a deliberate ef-
fort by Beijing to normalize its in-
creasingly assertive actions against
its regional neighbors, according to
two defense experts.

A Chinese surveyvesselon Satur-
day briefly entered territorial wa-
ters off Kagoshima prefecture on
Kyushu, the southernmost of Ja-
pan’s four main islands. Five days
earlier, on Aug. 26, a Chinese Y-9
surveillance aircraft breached Ja-
panese airspace over a small island
off Kyushu, an unprecedented ac-
tion by a Chinese military aircraft.

The incidents add to an already
tense relationship between China
and Japan, whose claims in the Sen-
kaku Islands are repeatedly tested
by the Chinese coast guard. China’s
coastguardisevenmore aggressive
against the Philippine coast guard,
bumping hulls and employing wa-
ter cannons and other measures in
territorial disputesinthe Philippine
exclusive economic zone of the

l

Pixabay
Recent Chinese incursions into
Japan’s airspace and territorial
waters represent a larger
strategy, defense experts say.

South China Sea.

The two incursions of Japanese
territory were “provocative and
risked flaming tensions in the re-
gion,” according to Brian Hart, afel-
low with the Center for Strategic
and International Studies’ China
Power Project.

“The greater long-term implica-
tion is that Beijing is employing its
military forces in increasingly pro-
vocative ways, which heightens the
risks of misperceptions, miscalcu-
lations, and dangerous accidents,”
Harttold Stars and Stripes by email

Wednesday.

The actions also underscored
Beijing’s “strategy of expansively
asserting its power in the region”
and highlight its goal to be a dom-
inant power in the Indo-Pacific, ac-
cording to Jeff Kingston, a profes-
sor of Asian studies and history at
Temple University’s Japan cam-
pus.

“[China] is keen to demonstrate
that it is not deterred by the height-
ened security cooperation between
the U.S. and its allies in the region,”
he told Stars and Stripes by email
Thursday.

Beijing will continue to “probe
and assert in an effort to normalize
such actions,” something it’s been
doing since 2010, Kingston said.

China’s Foreign Ministry denied
the military aircraft intended to en-
ter Japan’s airspace, and later de-
fended the survey vessel’s actions
asa“fullylawful andlegitimate” ex-
ercise of its right to transit the area,
according to transcripts of press
conferences on Aug. 28 and Sept. 2.

“There is no need to arbitrarily
link or interpret them,” Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning

said Sept. 2, according to the tran-
script. “China remains firmly com-
mitted to the peace and stability in
this region.”

However, Hart said connecting
the twoisnot difficult given they oc-
curred just five days apart.

Neither Kingston nor Hart could
pinpoint Beijing’s motivations for
the two incursions.

Kingston suggested that the on-
going U.S. presidential election and
the upcoming election for Japan’s
Liberal Democratic Party leader-
ship on Sept. 27 could play a part.

The U.S. campaign particularly
has featured negative rhetoric
about China, but Chinese President
Xi Jinping “should not be so thin
skinned,” Kingston added.

Hart pointed to a variety of possi-
ble causes, including the Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force’sown
incursion into Chinese territorial
waters on July 4 and a joint search
and rescue drill by Japan and Tai-
wan’s coast guards on July 18.

“Chinese state media has also
blasted Japan’s new proposed de-
fense budget, accusing Tokyo of
militarism,” he said. “Of course,

China’s own defense budget has
grown continuously for decades,
and Japan’s growing defense
spending is largely in response to
China’s military buildup and ag-
gression.”

The incursions also drew criti-
cism from U.S. Ambassador to Ja-
pan Rahm Emanuel.

“Chinasaysit’sstill ‘investigating
andverifying’ therecent violation of
Japan’s airspace by one of its sur-
veillance planes,” he wrote Tues-
dayonsocial platform X. “Butwitha
Chinese survey ship sailing into Ja-
panese waters only the other day,
two territorial incursions in less
than a week looks more intentional
than accidental.”

Emanuel doesn’t “pull his punch-
es, whichis unusual for adiplomat,”
Kingston said. Rather than trying
“grab the limelight,” his rhetoric
may signal Washington’s support
for allied interests in the region, he
added.

“Some regional leaders may wel-
come his calling out Beijing’s unre-
lenting efforts to modify the region-
al status quo in its favor,” Kingston
said.

Wildfire damages Navy base in Calif.; live fire suspected

Los Angeles Times

LOSANGELES—About7Smiles
northwest of San Diego, beyond the
view of much of the mainland, the
rugged and remote Navy outpost of
San Clemente Island remains a
mystery to most Californians.

For nine decades, San Clemente
Island, the southernmost of the
eight Channel Islands, has been
owned by the Navy and is largely in-
accessible to civilians. Throughout
this time the volcanic isle’s spraw-
ling shoreline and rolling hills have
served as a crucial military training
ground where U.S. troops detonate
grenades and fire heavy artillery.
It’s also the Navy’s last live-firing
range for ship-to-shore bombard-
ments.

So, in late July, few noticed when
a catastrophic wildfire swept over
more than 13,000 acres of the island
outpost. Between July 24 and July
30, the blaze scorched more than a
third of the island, damaging more
thannine miles of high-voltage pow-
er lines, including more than 160
utility lines and a transformer, ac-
cording to Navy documents.

The fire also swept through parts
of the island that have rare habitats
for sensitive plant and animal spe-
cies found nowhere else, such as the
endangered San Clemente logger-
head shrike, a carnivorous song-
bird.

The conflagration left the south-
ern end of the island charred, and
numerous Navy buildings without

power.

Itisexpected totake atleastayear
to restore electricity to those facili-
ties. In the meantime, the Navy will
rely on diesel-powered backup gen-
erators to maintain communica-
tions forits operations, as well as for
Federal Aviation Administration
air traffic control functions and
Coast Guard search-and-rescue
missions.

Navy spokesman Kevin Dixon
said the fire may have been caused
by live-fire military exercises in the
so-called shore bombardment area,
although it remains unclear what
type of training might have sparked
the blaze. After two years of above-
normal rainfall, Dixon said, there
was much more grass to catch fire.
No one was injured or evacuated.

“We did have training going on
there where there was bombard-
ment,” Dixon said. “SoI can’t defin-
itively say that it is, but, just looking
at it logically, it may be related to
this.”

Just before the fire, several units
of the California National Guard
had been on the island for military
training exercises that included the
firing of howitzer shells and mortar
rounds. The military units posted
photos and videos of the exercises
on social media.

California  National = Guard
spokesperson Lt. Col. Brandon Hill
said guard members did not spark
the fire.

“If a fire would have started be-

WiLLiam FRANCO EsPINosA, U.S. ARmy NATIONAL GUARD/TNS
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Owned by the Navy, San Clemente Island in California is used for
live-fire military exercises. On July 24, a wildfire burned more than
13,000 acres and severely damaged the island’s electric system.

cause of those training rounds im-
pacting it would have been immedi-
ately reported to range control,”
Hill said. “We completed all train-
ing on July 23rd and cleared the
training areas with noissues.”

NASA’s Worldview tool, which
publishes daily satellite imagery
and wildfire data, detected a possi-
ble wildfire on San Clemente Island
around 5:30 a.m. July 24.

Previous reports commissioned
by the Navy have found that weap-
ons testing on San Clemente Island
increases the likelihood of devastat-
ingwildfire and imperils someofthe
island’s species. In a 2009 environ-

mental assessment, a Navy contrac-
tor concluded that most fires were
the result of military training, and
about half occurred on the southern
end of the island in the ship-to-shore
bombardment zone.

In the past, the Navy has restrict-
ed the use of live ammunition dur-
ing the wildfire season to curtail the
risk of these disasters. No restric-
tions were apparently in place
around the time of the July wildfire.

“If there was some type of fire
danger then the units would not
have been allowed to train, but that
did not occur,” Hill said.

Despite decades of military bom-

bardment, the island remains home
to a variety of native plant and ani-
mal species. The island’s mosaic of
shrubs and grasslands provides
habitat for mice, lizards, foxes and
numerous birds. Bald eagles have
also been spotted.

In recent decades, the Navy bol-
stered funding for environmental
conservation.

The Navy has also found hun-
dreds of ancient relics from the is-
land’s original inhabitants.

An outcropping of volcanic rock,
San Clemente Island was formed by
eruptions millions of years ago. It
hadoncebeeninhabited by aprehis-
toric Native American tribe, be-
lieved to be related to the Tongva
who occupied present-day Los An-
geles.

In the 1500s, Spanish explorers
landed on the island and conducted
trade with the tribe. By the early
1800s, however, the Indigenous
population could nolonger be found
on theisland. Some say they depart-
ed their ancestral home with Span-
ish missionaries.

Under President Franklin Roose-
velt, the Navy acquired San Cle-
mente Island in 1934. Workers built
barracks, roads and piers, setting
the stage for the island to become
the Navy’s premier weapons testing
ground. The naval island is where
the Navy developed the Higgins
boat — the pivotal landing craft that
ferried troops to the beaches of Nor-
mandy during the D-Day invasion.
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Teen charged in shooting interviewed in '23

Police talked to boy, now in custody after 4 killed at Ga. high school, about online threats

By JEFF Amy

WINDERoc@ted Presthe teen
charged with opening fire at a
Georgia high school denied mak-
ing prior threats when police in-
terviewed him last year as they
looked into online posts threaten-
ing a school shooting. Investiga-
tors ultimately did not have
enough evidence for an arrest, ac-
cording to an report obtained
Thursday.

The 14-year-old suspect has
been charged as an adult in the
shooting Wednesday outside At-
lanta that killed four people and
wounded nine. He is accused of
using an assault-style rifle to Kkill
two students and two teachers in
the hallway outside his algebra
classroom.

The same teenager was inter-
viewed in May 2023 by a sheriff’s
investigator from nearby Jackson
County who received a tip from
the FBI that the boy, then 13, “had
possibly threatened to shoot up a
middle school tomorrow.”

The tip came to the FBI from
people in Australia and California
who were concerned about com-
ments made by a chat group user
on the social media platform Dis-
cord, according to a Jackson
County sheriff’s report obtained
by The Associated Press.

Classes were canceled Thurs-
day at Apalachee High School,
though some people came to pay
respects by leaving flowers
around the flagpole and kneeling
in the grass with heads bowed.
Among them was Linda Carter,
who lives nearby. Though she has
no children attending the school,
Carter said the rampage left her

angry and hurting.
“I'm upset, I’'m crying constant-
ly,” Carter said. “These Kkids

shouldn’t have lost their lives.

e

Mike STEWART/AP

Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for two Apalachee High School students and two teachers shot
and killed at the school, on Wednesday, in Winder, Ga. A 14-year-old suspect has been charged.

These parents, these adults, these
teachers should not have lost their
lives yesterday.”

When the suspect slipped out of
class Wednesday, Lyela Sayarath
figured her quiet classmate who
recently transferred was skipping
school again. But he returned later
and wanted back into the room.
Some students went to open the
locked door but instead backed
away.

“I'm guessing they saw some-
thing, but for some reason, they
didn’t open the door,” Sayarath
said.

The teen then turned the gun on
people in a hallway, authorities
said.

He has been charged in the
deaths of students Mason Scher-
merhorn and Christian Angulo,
both 14, and teachers Richard As-
pinwall, 39, and Christina Irimie,
S3, Hosey said. The teen was to be
taken Thursday to a regional
youth detention facility.

When the teen was not allowed
back into his classroom, Sayarath
said she heard a barrage of gun-
shots.

“It was about 10 or 15 of them at
once, back to back,” she said.

The math students fell to the
floor and crawled around, looking
for a safe corner to hide.

Two school resource officers
encountered the shooter within

minutes of a report that shots had
been fired, Hosey said. The teen
immediately surrendered and
was taken into custody.

At least nine other people —
eight students and one teacher at
the school in Winder — were tak-
en to hospitals. All were expected
to survive, Barrow County Sheriff
Jud Smith said. Authorities were
still looking into how the teen ob-
tained the gun and got it into the
school with about 1,900 students in
a rapidly developing area on the
edge of metro Atlanta’s ever-ex-
panding sprawl.

It was the 30th mass killing in
the U.S. so far this year, according
to a database maintained by The

Associated Press and USA Today
in partnership with Northeastern
University. At least 127 people
have died in those killings, which
are defined as events in which
four or more people die within a
24-hour period, not including the
Kkiller — the same definition used
by the FBI.

The teen had been interviewed
after the FBI received anonymous
tips in May 2023 about online
threats to commit an unspecified
school shooting, the agency said in
a statement.

The FBI narrowed the threats
down and referred to the case to
the sheriff’s department in Jack-
son County, which is adjacent to
Barrow County.

The sheriff’s office interviewed
the then-13-year-old and his fa-
ther, who said there were hunting
guns in the house but the teen did
not have unsupervised access to
them. The teen also denied mak-
ing any online threats.

The sheriff’s office alerted local
schools for continued monitoring
of the teen, but there was no prob-
able cause for arrest or additional
action, the FBI said.

Hosey said the state Division of
Family and Children’s Services al-
so had previous contact with the
teen and will investigate whether
that has any connection with the
shooting. Local news outlets re-
ported that the teen’s family home
in Bethlehem, Ga., was searched
Wednesday.

On Wednesday evening, hun-
dreds gathered in Jug Tavern
Park in downtown Winder for a
vigil. Volunteers handed out can-
dles. Some knelt as a Methodist
minister led the crowd in prayer
after a Barrow County commis-
sioner read a Jewish prayer of
mourning.

Lawyers clash in Trump case that could set the path ahead

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Prosecutors
and defense lawyers clashed in
court Thursday over the next steps
in the federal election interfe-
rence prosecution of Donald
Trump in the first hearing since
the Supreme Court narrowed the
case by ruling that former presi-
dents are entitled to broad immu-
nity from criminal charges.

The dueling proposals reflected
the extent to which the justices’ Ju-
ly opinion had upended the path of
the case that charges Trump with
plotting to overturn the results of
the 2020 election in the run-up to
the Capitol riot on Jan. 6, 2021.

Moving to salvage the case, spe-
cial counsel Jack Smith’s team
filed a new indictment that

stripped out certain allegations
against Trump for which the Su-
preme Court said Trump enjoyed
immunity from prosecution.

A member of that team, Thomas
Windom, said Thursday that pros-
ecutors were prepared to file with-
in three weeks a legal brief ex-
plaining why the new indictment
was sound. But defense lawyer
John Lauro said the special coun-
sel “proposes a device which turns
the criminal rules on its head” by
seeking to submit a filing before
the defense hashad a chance to try
to dismiss the indictment.

“We may be dealing with an il-
legitimate indictment from the
get-go,” Lauro said. He added:
“We want an orderly process that
does justice to the Supreme Court

opinion.”

Asthe hearing opened, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Tanya Chutkan noted
that it has been almost a year since
she saw the lawyers in her court-
room. The case has been frozen
since last December as Trump
pursued his appeal on immunity
grounds.

Lauro joked to the judge that
“life was almost meaningless
without seeing you.”

“Enjoyitwhileitlasts,” Chutkan
said.

Trump, the Republican nomi-
nee for president, was not present.
A not guilty plea was entered on
his behalf for the revised indict-
ment.

Defense lawyers said they in-
tend to file multiple motions to dis-

miss the case, including one that
piggybacks off a Florida judge’s
ruling that said Smith’s appoint-
ment was unconstitutional.

Neither side envisions a trial
happening before the November
election, especially given the
amount of work ahead. Chutkan is
tasked with determining which of
the acts alleged in the indictment
can remain part of the case in light
of the Supreme Court opinion.

The justices in July ruled that
former presidents enjoy absolute
immunity for the exercise of their
core constitutional duties and are
presumptively immune from
prosecution for all other official
acts.

Smith’s team responded to the
ruling with a revised indictment

last week that removed references
to Trump’s efforts to use the law
enforcement powers of the Justice
Department to remain in power,
an area of conduct for which the
Supreme Court said Trump is im-
mune.

The case is one of two federal
prosecutions against Trump. The
other, charging him with illegally
hoarding classified documents at
his Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm
Beach, Fla., was dismissed in July
by U.S. District Judge Aileen Can-
non. She said Smith’s appointment
as special counsel was unlawful.

Smith’s team has appealed that
ruling. Trump’s lawyers say they
intend to ask Chutkan to dismiss
the election case on the same
grounds.
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US takes aim at
disinformation
from Russians

Associated Press

WASHINGTON—The Biden ad-
ministration seized Kremlin-run
websites and charged two Russian
state media employees in its most
sweeping effort yet to push back
against what it says are Russian at-
tempts to spread disinformation
ahead of the November presidential
election.

The measures, which in addition
to indictments also included sanc-
tions and visa restrictions, repre-
sented a U.S. government effort just
weeks before the November elec-
tion to disrupt a persistent threat
from Russia that American officials
have long warned has the potential
to sow discord and create confusion
among voters.

Washington has said that Mos-
cow, which intelligence officials
have said hasapreference for Repu-
blican Donald Trump, remains the
primary threat to elections even as
the FBI continues to investigate a
hack by Iran this year that targeted
the presidential campaigns of both
political parties.

“The Justice Department’s mes-
sage is clear: We will have no toler-
ance for attempts by authoritarian
regimes to exploit our democratic
systems of government,” Attorney
General Merrick Garland said.

One criminal case disclosed by
the Justice Department accusestwo
employees of RT, a Russian state
mediacompany, of covertly funding
aTennessee-based content creation
company with nearly $10 million to
publish English-language videos on
social media platforms including
TikTok and YouTube with messag-
es in favor of the Russia govern-
ment’sinterests and agenda, includ-
ing about the war in Ukraine.

The nearly 2,000 videos posted by
the company have gotten more than
16 million views on YouTube alone,
prosecutors said.

The two defendants, Kostiantyn
Kalashnikov and Elena Afanasye-

va, are charged with conspiracy to
commit money laundering and vio-
lating the Foreign Agents Registra-
tion Act. They are atlarge. It was not
immediately clear if they had law-
yers.

The Justice Department says the
company did not disclose that it was
funded by RT and that neither it nor
its founders registered as required
bylaw asan agentofaforeign princi-
pal.

Though the indictment does not
name the company, it describesitas
aTennessee-based content creation
firm with six commentators and
with awebsiteidentifyingitselfas“a
network of heterodox commenta-
tors that focus on Western political
and cultural issues.”

That description exactly matches
Tenet Media, an online company
that hosts videos made by well-
known conservative influencers
Tim Pool, Benny Johnson and oth-
ers.

Johnson and Pool both responded
with posts on X, the platform for-
merly known as Twitter, calling
themselves “victims.” Calling Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin a
“scumbag,” Pool wrote that “should
these allegations prove true, I as
well as the other personalities and
commentators were deceived.”

Tenet Media’s shows in recent
months have featured high-profile
conservative guests, including RNC
co-chair Lara Trump, former Repu-
blican presidential candidate Vivek
Ramaswamy and U.S. Senate candi-
date Kari Lake.

In the other action, officials an-
nounced the seizure of 32 internet
domains that were used by the
Kremlin to spread Russian propa-
ganda and weaken international
support for Ukraine. The websites
were designed to look like authentic
news sites but were actually fake,
with bogus social media personas
manufactured to appear as if they
belonged to American users.
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House Republicans issued a subpoena Tuesday for Secretary of State Antony Blinken to testify on
Afghanistan. A State Department spokeman said Blinken has testified before Congress on Afghanistan

more than 14 times.

GOP seeks Blinken testimony on
US withdrawal from Afghanistan

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House Re-
publicans have issued a subpoena
demanding testimony from Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken as
they wrap up a sprawling years-
long investigation into the chaotic
U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan
in August 2021.

Rep. Michael McCaul, the
chairman of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, sent a subpoe-
na letter late Tuesday ordering
Blinken to appear before the com-
mittee by Sept. 19 or face a con-
tempt of Congress charge.

“You served as the final deci-
sion maker for the department on
the withdrawal and evacuation,”
McCaul wrote.

He added that three years later,
Blinken is “in a position to inform
the Committee’s consideration of
potential legislation aimed at
helping prevent the catastrophic
mistakes of the withdrawal, in-
cluding potential reforms to the
Department’s legislative autho-
rization.”

Matthew Miller, a State Depart-
ment spokesman, said Blinken is
unable to testify on the dates pro-
posed by the committee as he will

be traveling for diplomatic work
the majority of September. He
claimed the committee denied
“reasonable alternatives” to the
subpoena date.

“The Secretary has testified be-
fore the Congress on Afghanistan
more than 14 times — more than
any other Cabinet-level official,”
Miller said, adding that four of
those times were directly before
the Foreign Affairs committee at
the request of McCaul. “It is dis-
appointing that instead of contin-
uing to engage with the Depart-
ment in good faith, the Committee
instead has issued yet another un-
necessary subpoena.”

The subpoena for Blinken’s tes-
timony is the latest in a series of
moves by McCaul and other
House Republicans over the last
18 months to hold the Biden ad-
ministration accountable for what
they have called a “stunning fail-
ure of leadership” after Taliban
forces seized the Afghan capital of
Kabul, far more rapidly than U.S.
intelligence had foreseen as
American forces pulled out.

The committee is expected to
summarize its work in an investi-
gative report to be released Mon-

day, amid the contentious presi-
dential election where Republi-
can nominee Donald Trump has
tried to elevate the withdrawal
from Afghanistan as a campaign
issue.

While the GOP report is expect-
ed to place blame on President Joe
Biden and Vice President Kamala
Harris, who is now the Democrat-
ic nominee for president, indepen-
dent watchdog reports over the
last three years have documented
amuch more nuanced and biparti-
san case for which administration
was at fault.

A 2022 report by the Special In-
spector General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction, or SIGAR, con-
cluded it was decisions made by
both President Donald Trump and
Biden to pull all U.S. troops out of
Afghanistan that were key factors
in the collapse of that nation’s mil-
itary.

That report mirrors assertions
made by senior Pentagon and mil-
itary leaders in the aftermath of
the withdrawal. Military leaders
have made clear that their recom-
mendation was to leave about
2,500 U.S. troops in the country,
but that plan was not approved.

Biden promotes administration’s rural electrification funding in Wis.

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —President Joe
Biden is returning to southwest
Wisconsin to make good on his
promise to provide new invest-
ments in rural electrification and
other infrastructure improve-
ments.

Biden was to be in Westby on
Thursday to announce $7.3 billion
in investments for 16 cooperatives
thatwill provide electricity forrural

areas across 23 states. The intent is
tobring down the costofbadlyneed-
ed internet connections in hard-to-
reach areas.

Funding for the project comes
from the Democrats’ Inflation Re-
duction Act, signed into law in Au-
gust 2022 and passed in Congress
along party lines.

The law invests roughly $13 bil-
lion in rural electrification across
multiple programs and will create

4,500 permanent jobs and 16,000
construction jobs, according to the
White House.

Theadministration callsitthelar-
gest investment in rural electrifica-
tion since the New Deal in the 1930s.

Democrats consider Wisconsin
to be one of the must-win states in
November’s presidential election
between Republican  Donald
Trump and Democratic Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris. Biden won the

state in 2020 by about 20,000 votes,
flipping Wisconsin to the Demo-
cratic column after Trump narrow-
ly won itin 2016.

And Thursday’s trip will be a re-
turn to a state that Biden visited
early in his presidency. Then, he
made a promise to provide, among
other infrastructure improve-
ments, betterinternettorural areas.

“Itisn’t aluxury; it’s now a neces-
sity, like water and electricity,” Bi-

den said at the La Crosse Municipal
Transit Utility in June 2021. “And
this deal would provide for it for ev-
eryone, while bringing down the
cost of internet service across the
board.”

White House deputy chief of staff
Natalie Quillian told reporters
Wednesday that when the president
returns to Wisconsin, “he will have
delivered on somany of those prom-
ises.”
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State Election Board member Rick Jeffares asks the crowd to settle down during a hastily planned State
Election Board meeting at the Capitol in Atlanta on July 12.

Lawsuits filed in multiple states could
be a way to contest presidential election

By NicHoLAS RICCARDI
Associated Press

Before voters even begin cast-
ing ballots, Democrats and Repu-
blicans are engaged in a spraw-
ling legal fight over how the 2024
election will be run, a series of
court disputes that could even run
past Election Day if the outcome
is close.

Both parties have bulked up
their legal teams for the fight. Re-
publicans have filed more than
100 lawsuits challenging various
aspects of vote-casting after being
chastised repeatedly by judges in
2020 for bringing complaints
about how the election was run
only after votes were tallied.

After Donald Trump has made
“election integrity” a key part of
his party’s platform following his
false claims of widespread voter
fraud in 2020, the Republican Na-
tional Committee says it has more
than 165,000 volunteers ready to
watch the polls in November.

Democrats are countering with
what they are calling “voter pro-
tection,” rushing to court to fight
back against the GOP cases and
building their own team with over
100 staffers, several hundred law-
yers and what they say are thou-
sands of volunteers for Novem-
ber.

Despite the flurry of litigation,
the cases have tended to be fairly
small-bore, with few likely im-
pacts for most voters.

“When you have all this money
to spend on litigation, you end up
litigating less and less important
stuff,” said Derek Muller, a law
professor at Notre Dame Univer-
sity.

The stakes would increase dra-
matically should Trump lose the
election and then try to overturn

the result. That’s what he attempt-
ed in 2020, but the court system
rejected him across the board.
Trump and his allies lost more
than 60 lawsuits trying to reverse
President Joe Biden’s win.

Whether they could be success-
ful this year depends on the result
of the election, experts said. A gap
of about 10,000 votes — roughly
the number that separated Biden
and Trump in Arizona and
Georgia four years ago — is al-
most impossible to reverse
through litigation. A closer one of
a few hundred votes, like the 547-
vote margin that separated
George W. Bush and Al Gore in
Florida in 2000, is much more
likely to hinge on court rulings
about which ballots are legiti-
mate.

“If he loses, he’s going to claim
that he won. That goes without
saying,” Rick Hasen, a law profes-
sor at the University of California,
Los Angeles, said of Trump. “If it
looks like what we had last time ...
I expect we'll see the same kind of
thing.”

Trump has done nothing to dis-
courage that expectation as he
seeks his return to the White
House. He has said he would ac-
cept the results of the election on-
ly if it’s “free and fair,” which
raises the possibility it would not
be, something he continues to fal-
sely contend was the case in 2020.
He also continued to insist that he
could only lose due to fraud.

“The only way they can beat us
is to cheat,” Trump said at a Las
Vegas rally in June.

To be clear, there was no wide-
spread fraud in 2020 or any elec-
tion since then. Reviews, recounts
and audits in the battleground
states where Trump disputed his

loss four years ago all affirmed
that Biden won, and Trump’s own
attorney general said there was no
evidence that fraud tipped the
election.

Trump installed his daughter-
in-law, Lara Trump, as co-chair of
the Republican National Commit-
tee, which then named attorney
Christina Bobb as the head of its
election integrity division. Bobb is
a former reporter for the conser-
vative One America News Net-
work who has been indicted by
Arizona’s attorney general for be-
ing part of an effort to promote a
slate of Trump electors in the
state, even though Biden won it.

Echoing its presidential candi-
date, the RNC said it’s trying to
counter Democratic mischief.

“President Trump’s election in-
tegrity effort is dedicated to pro-
tecting every legal vote, mitigat-
ing threats to the voting process
and securing the election,” RNC
spokeswoman Claire Zunk said in
a statement. “While Democrats
continue their election interfe-
rence against President Trump
and the American people, our op-
eration is confronting their
schemes and preparing for No-
vember.”

This time around, Democrats
say they’re prepared for whatever
Trump and the RNC might do.

“For four years, Donald Trump
and his MAGA allies have been
scheming to sow distrust in our
elections and undermine our de-
mocracy so they can cry foul
when they lose,” Jen O’Malley
Dillon, Vice President Kamala
Harris’ campaign manager, said
in a statement. “But also for four
years, Democrats have been pre-
paring for this moment, and we
are ready for anything.”

Harris, Trump agree
to the rules for
presidential debate

By FaLLoN RoTH
The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA — The rules
for next week’s presidential de-
bate in Philadelphia are officially
set after Vice President Kamala
Harris’ and former President Do-
nald Trump’s campaigns agreed
to a list of guidelines that include
muting candidates’ microphones
when they are not speaking, de-
bate host ABC News said
Wednesday.

The battle between the cam-
paigns over the muted micro-
phones at the debate at the Na-
tional Constitution Center had
grown increasingly contentious.

For more than a week, the Har-
ris campaign had fought to keep
the mics live for the duration of
the debate, saying that Harris is
“ready to deal” with Trump’s in-
terruptions or falsehoods, while
the Republican’s campaign insist-
ed the microphones should be
muted. Harris said Saturday on X
that the mic issue is a matter of
debating in a “transparent way.”

While Harris ultimately agreed
to mute the mics during the Sept.
10 debate, her campaign was not
happy about it, according to a let-
ter to ABC News, CNN reported.

According to CNN, Harris’
campaign wrote that as “a former
prosecutor, [Harris] will be fun-
damentally disadvantaged by this
format, which will serve to shield
Donald Trump from direct ex-
changes with the Vice President.”

Harris’ direct, prosecutorial
debating style has created big
moments on the national stage in
the past, making live mics more
beneficial to her debate strategy
as opposed to muting them,
where any of Trump’s interrup-
tions or extraneous remarks
could be muffled.

“MTr. Vice President, I'm speak-
ing,” became one of Harris’ most
viral lines during the 2020 elec-
tion as she fended off interrup-
tions from former Vice President
Mike Pence during their debate.

The Trump campaign sought to
have the mics muted at the forth-
coming debate against Harris, as
they were when Trump debated
President Joe Biden in June — a
change from the 2020 presiden-
tial debate, when the Trump cam-
paign advocated for them to be
left on.

Trump himself originally ap-
peared to be indifferent to the mic
issue. “We agreed to the same
rules. I don’t know. It doesn’t mat-
ter to me. I’d rather have it prob-
ably on, but the agreement was it
would be the same as it was last

time. In that case, it was muted,”
the former president told NBC
News.

But as the date of Harris and
Trump’s first debate drew closer,
the battle over the microphones
escalated, with both campaigns
digging in their heels.

Jason Miller, Trump’s senior
adviser, said in a statement last
week that the Trump campaign
“accepted the ABC debate under
the exact same terms as the CNN
debate,” which had the muted
mics.

In a statement Wednesday,
Miller said that the Trump cam-
paign is “thrilled” the Harris
campaign “finally accepted” the
rules of the debate.

“Americans want to hear both
candidates present their compet-
ing visions to the voters, unbur-
dened by what has been,” Miller
said. “No notes, no sitting down,
no advance copies of the ques-
tions. We’ll see you in Philadel-
phia next Tuesday.”

ABC on Wednesday released
the full list of rules for next
week’s debate at the National
Constitution Center, which will be
presented without a live au-
dience.

Among the rules is that candi-
dates will be allocated two-min-
ute answers to questions, two-
minute rebuttals, and one extra
minute for follow-ups, clarifica-
tions, or responses. Harris and
Trump will not be permitted to
ask questions of each other.

Additionally, the candidates
will stand behind their podiums
for the duration of the debate, are
not allowed to bring prewritten
notes on stage, and will not make
opening statements, ABC said in a
news release. Harris and Trump
will have two minutes for closing
statements. Trump will make the
final closing statement, choosing
his spot after winning a coin toss,
ABC said.

At his rally in Johnstown, Pa.,
last week, Trump said that he
looked forward to debating Har-
ris, after he originally cast doubts
on his participation. The Harris
campaign in its letter to ABC ref-
erenced Trump’s equivocation as
another reason for agreeing to the
Sept. 10 debate rules, CNN report-
ed.

“Notwithstanding our con-
cerns, we understand that Donald
Trump is a risk to skip the debate
altogether, as he has threatened
to do previously, if we do not ac-
cede to his preferred format. We
do not want to jeopardize the de-
bate,” the campaign wrote.
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Crews slow progress of hi

Associated Press

Firefighters battling a Califor-
nia wildfire that has burned
through more than S square miles
of the high Sierra made significant
progress slowing its growth on
Wednesday, but hundreds of resi-
dents whose homes are threat-
ened remained under evacuation
orders.

The battle against a wildfire al-
so got a boost in South Dakota
thanks to cooler weather and
lighter winds. Residents of the
state’s second-largest city have
been on edge, ready to flee if
flames from a nearby blaze moved
dangerously close.

Estimated containment of the
Northern California fire burning
about S0 miles north of Lake Ta-
hoe remained at 0%. But fire offi-
cials said it grew only a few
hundred acres on Wednesday as
more than 400 firefighters suc-
cessfully attacked the flames di-
rectly on the ground and with re-
tardant drops from the air.

Greg Lowdermilk, a sections
operation chief for the inter-agen-
cy team, said they were contin-
uing to build new fire lines by
hand and with bulldozers and be-
gan laying additional hose “so we
can continue to increase contain-
ment.”

The Sierra County sheriff’s of-
fice said evacuation orders for
more than S00 residents of the
mountain community of Sierra
Brooks, about 25 miles northwest
of Reno, Nev., would remain in

=
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A crew member with the Mormon Lake Hotshots, out of Arizona, works a bone pile while battling the First

Thunder Fire on Wednesday west of Rapid City, S.D. in the Black Hills.

place “until a safe containment
level is achieved.”

In South Dakota, officials were
optimistic homes in Rapid City
would remain safe from the First
Thunder Fire.

The blaze was reported Monday
just afew miles from Rapid City, a
community of 80,000 residents
near Black Hills National Forest.

Mount Rushmore National Me-
morial, about 25 miles away, is far
out of harm’s way.

The fire burning nearly 160
acres was fueled by uncommonly
hot and dry weather. Tuesday’s
high in Rapid City was 96 degrees,
well above the normal early-Sep-
tember high of 75. Winds gusted to
4S5 mph.

Aslate as Tuesday evening, res-
idents in an evacuation warning
area of Rapid City were being told
to pack their bags, gather vital be-
longings and be prepared to leave
at a moment’s notice. By Wednes-
day morning, the temperature
was far cooler, the winds calmer
and the air more humid.

“Firefighters got a good handle

on the wildfire last night,” an up-
date from the Pennington County
Sheriff’s Office said. “It’s current-
ly at157 acres. Weather conditions
are very favorable today. They are
mopping up a large portion on the
west side and are hoping to get ev-
erything contained and under
control today.”

Officials don’t yet know what
caused the fire, which has burned
across a steep, rocky area. No
structural damage has been re-
ported.

In central California, mean-
while, firefighters working in tri-
ple-digit temperatures were bat-
tling a blaze that scorched more
than 17 square miles of dry brush
in mostly open space. A handful of
homes were evacuated outside of
Coalinga in Fresno County. The
Boone Fire was 5% contained
Wednesday.

Across the state, red flag warn-
ings for increased wildfire risk
were issued. The desert commun-
ities of Palm Springs, Twentynine
Palms, Needles and Barstow were
heating up, with highs of up to 118
in Death Valley’s Furnace Creek
expected at week’s end.

In Southern California’s Santa
Barbara County, officials issued a
health alert due to spiking temper-
atures in inland areas. The health
department urged residents to
stay indoors during the day and
take other measures to avoid heat-
related illnesses. Cooling centers
were set up across Los Angeles
County.

Alaska governor vetoes bill to
expand access to birth control

Associated Press

JUNEAU, Alaska — In compet-
ing developments about repro-
ductive rights in the nation’s lar-
gest state, Alaska Gov. Mike Dun-
leavy vetoed a bill to expand birth
control access while a judge
struck down decades-old restric-
tions on who could perform abor-
tions.

The Republican governor’s ve-
to Wednesday stunned supporters
of the measure, which would have
forced insurance companies to
cover up to a year’s supply of birth
control at a time, something consi-
dered especially important in pro-
viding access in distant rural com-
munities.

The bill overwhelmingly
passed the state Legislature this
year: 29-11 in the Republican-con-
trolled House and 16-3 in the Sen-
ate, which has bipartisan leader-
ship. It was not opposed by insur-
ance companies, supporters not-
ed.

But in an emailed statement,
Dunleavy spokesperson Jeff Tur-
ner said he vetoed it because

“contraceptives are widely avail-
able, and compelling insurance
companies to provide mandatory
coverage for a year is bad policy.”

Supporters of the bill said the
veto would keep barriers in place
that make it dif-
ficult to access
birth control in
much of the
state, including
villages only ac-
cessible by
plane, and for
Alaska patients
Dunleavy on Medicaid,
which limits the supply of birth
control pills to one month at a
time.

“Governor Dunleavy’s veto of
HB 17, after eight years of tireless
effort, overwhelming community
support, and positive collabora-
tion with the insurance compa-
nies, is deeply disappointing,”
said Democratic Rep. Ashley Car-
rick, the bill’s sponsor. “There is
simply no justifiable reason to ve-
to a bill that would ensure every
person in Alaska, no matter where

they live, has access to essential
medication, like birth control.”

Meanwhile Wednesday, Alaska
Superior Court Judge Josie Gar-
ton found unconstitutional a state
law that said only a doctor li-
censed by the State Medical
Board can perform an abortion in
Alaska. Planned Parenthood
Great Northwest, Hawaii, Alaska,
Indiana, Kentucky sued over the
law in 2019, saying advanced
practice clinicians — which in-
clude advanced practice regis-
tered nurses and physician assis-
tants — should also be allowed to
perform medication or aspiration
abortions.

Such clinicians already per-
form procedures that are “compa-
rably or more complex” than
medication abortion or aspiration,
such as delivering babies and re-
moving and inserting intrauterine
contraceptive devices, the lawsuit
said. Those care providers help
fill a void in the largely rural state
where some communities lack
regular access to doctors, accord-
ing to the group’s lawsuit.

Applications for US jobless
benefits fall to 2-month low

Associated Press

The number of Americans filing
for unemployment benefits fell to
its lowest level in two months last
week, signaling that layoffs re-
main relatively low despite other
signs of labor market cooling.

Jobless claims fell by 5,000 to
227,000 for the week of Aug. 31,
the Labor Department reported
Thursday. That’s the fewest since
the week of July 6, when 223,000
Americans filed claims. It’s also
less than the 230,000 new filings
that analysts were expecting.

The four-week average of
claims, which evens out some of
the week-to-week volatility, fell by
1,750 to 230,000. That’s the lowest
four-week average since early
June.

Weekly filings for unemploy-
ment benefits, considered a proxy
for layoffs, remain low by historic
standards, though they are up
from earlier this year.

During the first four months of
2024, claims averaged a histori-
cally low 213,000 a week. But they
started rising in May. They hit
250,000 in late July, adding to evi-

dence that high interest rates
were finally cooling a red-hot U.S.
job market.

Employers added just 114,000
jobs in July, well below the Janu-
ary-June monthly average of
nearly 218,000. The unemploy-
ment rate rose for the fourth
straight month in July, though it
remains relatively low at 4.3%.

Economists polled by FactSet
expect Friday’s August jobs re-
port to show that the U.S. added
160,000 jobs, up from 114,000 in
July, and that the unemployment
rate dipped t0 4.2% from 4.3%. The
report’s strength, or weakness,
will likely influence the Federal
Reserve’s plans for how much to
cut its benchmark interest rate.

Last month, the Labor Depart-
ment reported that the U.S. econo-
my added 818,000 fewer jobs from
April 2023 through March this
year than were originally report-
ed. The revised total supports evi-
dence that the job market has
been steadily slowing and rein-
forces the Fed’s plan to start cut-
ting interest rates later this
month.
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New foreign minister named
in Ukraine as war set to shift

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Ukraine’s
parliament approved the appoint-
ment of a new foreign minister
Thursday, two lawmakers said, as
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
sought to breathe fresh life into his
administration with the war
against Russia poised for what
could be a pivotal phase.

Andrii Sybiha, a former ambas-
sador to Turkey, is the country’s
new chief diplomat. He replaced
Dmytro Kuleba, who became one
of Ukraine’s most recognizable
faces on the international stage as
he petitioned and pleaded with
Western countries to support Uk-
raine’s war effort.

Sybiha, 49, has been working as
Kuleba’s deputy since April.

Zelenskyy wants to replace al-
most a dozen top officials in his
biggest government shake-up
since Russia’s full-scale invasion
in early 2022. Other possible new
faces included the heads of stra-
tegic industries, farming and jus-
tice.

Parliament’s approval is re-
quired for the changes. Ukrainian

lawmakers Yaroslav Zhelezniak
and Oleksii Honcharenko con-
firmed the vote to The Associated
Press.

Zelenskyy said Wednesday of
the reshuffle that Ukraine needs
“new energy.”

The war, more than 900 days
long, is on the cusp of what could
be a key period.

A likely hard winter lies ahead,
testing the country’s resolve. Uk-
raine’s power grid is under severe
strain after Russian missiles and
drones knocked out around 70% of
the country’s generation capacity.
That could mean going without
heat and water.

On the battlefield, Ukraine is
waiting to see whether the mili-
tary’s gamble with its surprise
thrust into Russia’s Kursk border
region a month ago pays divi-
dends. Meanwhile, outgunned
Ukrainian soldiers are gradually
being pushed backward by Rus-
sia’s monthslong drive deeper into
eastern Ukraine, and Ukrainian
civilians are at the mercy of Rus-
sia’s deadly long-range aerial
strikes.

Netanyahu demands open-ended
control of Gaza border with Egypt

By JosEr FEDERMAN
Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said Wednesday that Israel must
keep open-ended control of Gaza’s
border with Egypt, digging in on
his stance on an issue that has
threatened to derail cease-fire ef-
forts.

Netanyahu’s comments came as
the United States is developing a
new proposal for a cease-fire and
hostage release, hoping to break a
long deadlock and bring an end to
the nearly 11-month-old war.

The question of Israeli control
of the Philadelphi corridor — a
narrow strip of land along Gaza’s
border with Egypt, seized by
troops in May — has become a
central obstacle in the talks. Ha-
mas has demanded an eventual
full Israeli withdrawal from Gaza
in the multiphase truce deal.

Egypt, a mediator in the talks
along with the U.S. and Qatar, has
also demanded a concrete time-

line for Israeli troops to leave the
Philadelphi corridor. And on
Wednesday, the United Arab
Emirates, which established for-
mal ties with Israel in the 2020
Abraham Accords, also criticized
the Israeli stance.

Speaking to foreign journalists,
Netanyahu repeated his stance
that Israel must maintain its hold
on the border to prevent Hamas
from rearming by smuggling
weapons into Gaza. He said it was
a vital part of the goal ensuring
Hamas cannot repeat Oct. 7.

“Gaza must be demilitarized,
and this can only happen if the Phi-
ladelphi corridor remains under
firm control,” he said, claiming Is-
raeli troops had discovered dozens
of tunnels under the border.

He said Israel would only con-
sider withdrawing from the corri-
dor when presented with an alter-
native force to police it.

“Bring me anyone who will ac-
tually show us ... that they can ac-
tually prevent the recurrence” of

smuggling, he said. “I don’t see
that happening right now. And un-
til that happens, we’re there.”

Families of remaining hostages
have stepped up their demands
that he agree to a deal after Hamas
killed six hostages last week as Is-
raeli troops appeared to be mov-
ing to rescue them. In angry pub-
lic statements, hostage families
have accused Netanyahu of block-
ing a deal and potentially sacrific-
ing their loved ones’ lives for the
sake of holding the border strip.
Hundreds of thousands of Israelis
have taken to the streets in recent
days, calling for a deal and saying
time is running out.

Netanyahu pushed back against
the pressure, saying his stance
was necessary to “ensure Hamas
doesn’t pose a threat to Israel.”

“I can understand the torment
of families,” he said. “But the re-
sponsibility of leaders is not mere-
ly to share the sentiment, the emo-
tion, but also to exercise judg-
ment.”
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Armed man killed near Israeli Consulate in Munich

Associated Press

MUNICH — Police exchanged
fire with a gunman near the Israeli
Consulate in Munich on Thursday,
fatally wounding him. Authorities
said they believe he was planning
to attack the consulate on the anni-
versary of the attack on the 1972
Munich Olympics.

Nooneelse was hurtin the shoot-
out shortly after 9 a.m. in an area
near the consulate and a museum
on the city’s Nazi-era history. Offi-
cers had been alerted to a person
carrying a gun in the Karolinen-
platz area, near downtown Mun-

ich, and returned fire when he shot
atthem. The suspect, who was car-
rying an old long gun with a bayo-
net attached toit, died at the scene.

Police said the gunman was an
18-year-old from Austria, but in-
vestigators were still looking into
his motive. They didn’t give fur-
ther details on the suspect, wholeft
a car nearby, except to say that he
lived in Austria.

“We have to assume that an at-
tack on the Israeli Consulate possi-
bly was planned early today,” Ba-
varia’s top security official, state
Interior Minister Joachim Herr-

mann, told reporters at the scene.
“It’sobvious that,if someone parks
here within sight of the Israeli Con-
sulate ... then starts shooting, it
most probably isn’t a coinci-
dence.”

Prosecutors and police said in a
statement later Thursday they
currently believe the plan was for
“a terrorist attack, also with re-
specttothe consulate of the state of
Israel,” and that they are still in-
vestigating the man’s motive.

Thursday was the S2nd anniver-
sary of the attack by Palestinian
militants on the Israeli delegation

at the 1972 Munich Olympics,
which ended with the death of111s-
raeli team members, a West Ger-
man police officer and five of the
assailants.

Police said there was no evi-
dence of any more suspects con-
nected to the shooting.

The Austria Press Agency re-
ported that the assailant, an Aus-
trian citizen with Bosnian roots,
had come to the attention of au-
thorities there last year but wasn’t
considered high-risk.

Israel’s Foreign Ministry said
the consulate was closed Thursday

for a memorial ceremony for the
1972 attack and none of its staff was
hurt. The nearby Munich Docu-
mentation Center for the History
of National Socialism, which
opened in 201S and explores the
city’s past as the birthplace of the
Nazi movement, also said its em-
ployees were unharmed.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog
said he spoke with German coun-
terpart Frank-Walter Steinmeier.
He wrote on the social media plat-
form X that “together we ex-
pressed our shared condemnation
and horror” at the shooting.

French woman testifies in case
accusing husband of inviting rape

Associated Press

AVIGNON, France — A woman
who was allegedly drugged by her
now ex-husband so that she could
be raped while unconscious by
other men testified Thursday that
her world collapsed when police
uncovered the years of alleged
abuse.

Speaking in a calm and clear
voice, Gisele Pelicot detailed to
the court in the southern French
city of Avignon the horror of dis-
covering that her former spouse
systematically filmed the suspect-
ed rapes by dozens of men — stor-
ing thousands of images that po-
lice investigators later found.

“It’s unbearable,” she testified.
“I have so much to say that I don’t
always know where to start.”

Dominique Pelicot, now 71, and
S0 other men are standing trial on
charges of aggravated rape and
face up to 20 years in prison. The
trial started on Monday and is ex-
pected to run until December.
Thursday marked the first time
that Gisele Pelicot had testified.

The abuse began in 2011 and
lasted almost a decade.

The Associated Press doesn’t
generally identify victims of sex-
ual crimes. But Gisele Pelicot’s
lawyer, Stephane Babonneau,
said she accepted that her name
be published in the same way that
she insisted that the trial be held in
public.

She told the court that she hopes
her testimony might help spare
other women from similar or-
deals. She said she pushed for the
trial in open court in solidarity
with other women who go unrec-
ognized as victims of sexual
crimes.

She and her husband of S0 years
had three children. When they re-
tired, the couple moved into a
house in a small town in Provence,
before her world was torn apart in
late 2020.

“I thought we were a close cou-
ple,” she told the court.

But a security agent caught her
husband taking photos of wom-
en’s crotches in a supermarket,

leading investigators to search
Dominique Pelicot’s phone and
computer.

They found thousands of photo-
graphs and videos of men appear-
ing to rape Gisele in their home
while she appears to be uncon-
scious.

Shocked, she left her husband
after police showed her some of
the images.

“For me, everything collapses,”
she testified. “These are scenes of
barbarity, of rape.”

Police investigators found com-
munications Dominique Pelicot
allegedly sent on a messaging
website commonly used by crimi-
nals, in which he invited men to
sexually abuse his wife. The web-
site has been shut down.

Crude details of the alleged
abuses, which investigators said
began in 2011, and of the elaborate
system Pelicot put into place over
10 years have emerged during the
trial.

During questioning earlier, Do-
minique Pelicot told investigators

Ugandan Olympic athlete dies after
being severely burned by boyfriend

Associated Press

NAIROBI, Kenya — Ugandan
Olympic athlete Rebecca Chepte-
gei has died at a Kenyan hospital
where she was being treated after
80% of her body was burned in an
attack by her boyfriend.

The country’s sports minister
said authorities must do more to
combat gender-based violence.

A spokesperson at Moi Teach-
ing and Referral Hospital in Eldo-
ret city, Owen Menach, confirmed
Cheptegei’s death on Thursday.
Menach said the long-distance
runner died early in the morning
after her organs failed. She had
been fully sedated on admission at
the hospital.

Cheptegei, 33, competed in the

women’s marathon at the Paris
Olympics less than a month before
the attack. She
finished in 44th
place.

Her father, Jo-
seph Cheptegei,
told journalists
at the hospital
that he had lost a
daughter who
was ‘“very sup-
portive” and hopes to get justice.

“As it is now, the criminal who
harmed my daughter is a murder-
er and I am yet to see what the se-
curity officials are doing,” the fa-
ther said. “He is still free and
might even flee.”

Trans Nzoia County Police

Commander Jeremiah ole Ko-
siom said Monday that Chepte-
gei’s boyfriend, Dickson Ndiema,
bought a can of gasoline, poured it
on her and set her ablaze during a
disagreement Sunday. Ndiema
was also burned and was being
treated at the same hospital.

Menach said Ndiema was still in
the intensive care unit with burns
over 30% of his body but was “im-
proving and stable.”

Cheptegei’s parents said their
daughter bought land in Trans
Nzoia to be near the county’s
many athletic training centers. A
report filed by the local chief said
the two were heard fighting over
the land where her house was built
before the attack.

P

Lewis JoLy/AP

Gisele Pelicot, center, arrives with her children in the Avignon court
house, in Avignon, southern France, on Thursday.

that men invited to the couple’s
home had to follow certain rules —
they could not talk loudly, had to
remove their clothes in the kitch-
en, could not wear perfume nor
smell of tobacco.

Because Dominique Pelicot

videotaped the alleged rapes, po-
lice were able to track down —
over a period of two years — ama-
jority of the 72 suspects they were
seeking.

Besides Pelicot, SO other men,
aged 22 to 70, are standing trial.
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Culture, climate change are colliding

Runners, used to toughing
it out, face greater risk as
dangerous heat increases

By MICHAEL PHILLIS
Associated Press
arolyn Baker, clad in a neon
pink top and matching sunglass-
es, smiled as she ran the Fal-
mouth Road Race on the shore
of Cape Cod, looking around for friends as
she neared the end of a race she’d com-
pleted more than a dozen times before.

Suddenly, Baker collapsed, as her exer-
tion on a sunny August day sent her in-
ternal temperature soaring. As medical
volunteers rushed to her aid by plunging
her into a tub filled with ice water, they
measured it at nearly 107 degrees.

For family members, the first sign of
trouble was when their tracking app
showed Baker moving backward on the
course — as she was taken to the medical
tent. Her husband, catching up with
friends after finishing earlier, blurted “Oh
my god,” after his daughter called to alert
him, then rushed to the tent.

The heatstroke that felled Baker last
year is a deadly illness associated with
extreme heat, and climate change is wors-
ening the risk. In the continental U.S., the
frequency of dangerously hot days is ex-
pected to grow by roughly one-third by
mid-century.

Exertional heatstroke happens during
exercise when the body can’t properly
cool, rising above 104 degrees and trigger-
ing a central nervous system problem
such as fainting or blacking out. It can be
effectively treated by rapidly cooling a
victim, but many races lack resources or
expertise to do it. Many runners, in a cul-
ture that esteems grit and suffering, may
ignore conditions that put them at risk.

Muscles can break down, releasing
proteins that damage kidneys. The lining
of the digestive system may weaken and
leak bacteria. Brain cells may die. It can
damage organs and, ultimately, kill.

The Falmouth race is a magnet for heat-
stroke. At 7 miles, it’s long enough to give
the body time to heat up dangerously and
short enough that many runners are push-
ing hard. And with more than 11,000 run-
ners, odds are good that some haven’t
trained to acclimate to hot weather, or
show up dehydrated. Some runners are
simply more vulnerable.

But if you are going to have heatstroke,
you could do it in a worse place than Fal-
mouth. They have enough people, equip-
ment and experience to handle lots of
cases. And medical director John Jardine
has documented nearly S00 cases of heat-
stroke in more than two decades — so
many the race has attracted researchers.

The problem is, lots of races don’t have
the equipment or expertise to offer the
right lifesaving care, said Douglas Casa,
director of the University of Connecticut’s
Korey Stringer Institute, named for the
Minnesota Vikings lineman who died of
heatstroke in training camp in 2001.

“Think of the local SK races,” Casa said.
“They might have an ambulance there or
they might have a nurse or medic or some-
body there, but they don’t have a whole

PHoTos BY JEFF ROBERSON/AP
A volunteer holds out a cup of water for passing runners during the Falmouth Road Race

on Aug. 18 in Falmouth, Mass. The increasing frequency of dangerously hot days is
putting runners at risk of illnesses such as heatstroke.

medical tent set up to be able to deal with
heatstroke.”

Keeping runners alive

Getting victims into a tub of ice water is
the best way to quickly cool them. And it
needs to happen fast. Medical staff need
rectal thermometers to gauge temperature
when skin can be deceptively cool.

“I can’t guarantee everything that is
going to happen in the future,” Casa said.
“But based on over 3,000 cases we’ve
tracked, if someone’s temp gets under 104
within 30 minutes of the presentation of
heatstroke, no one has ever died.”

He said there isn’t good data on how
many races do it right. From his decades
of experience, very few do, although gen-
erally he said care is better now than
when he started. Casa suggested govern-
ing bodies for racing should publish heat-
related recommendations for safety.

Race directors must organize complex
events for runners of all ability. Some are
big races with lots of resources; others are
small local affairs with shoestring bud-
gets. Security, organizing workers and
volunteers, tracking runners and medical
care all must be assembled and paid for,
said Dave McGillivray, who helps direct
the Boston Marathon and also advises
other race directors.

Runners bear responsibility, too. McGil-
livray recalls grabbing a mic at the 2012
Boston Marathon when it was apparent
the day was going to be hot, telling run-
ners they needed to take it easy. It’s a hard
message for runners who have trained
months to meet goals.

“We cannot fit all of you in our medical
tents,” he remembered saying. More than
2,000 people needed treatment that day;
roughly 200 went to the hospital.

“It was a lot of carnage out there,”
McGillivray said. “But, you know, no one
passed, people went home, and we dodged
the proverbial bullet. Not every race can
say that. If you don’t have the resources,

Equipment is seen inside the finish line
medical tent ahead of the Falmouth Road
Race. Many races lack the equipment and
expertise required to offer lifesaving care.

then you shouldn’t be firing the gun.”
Two athletes’ stories

Evan Hauptmann, a multi-sport athlete
in high school, decided to run Falmouth at
17. He wanted to finish in under an hour
and felt fine until a big hill late in the race
made him light-headed. By then he could
see the finish line and his competitive
nature kicked in.

Soon after finishing, he lost conscious-
ness. His temperature was the highest
Jardine has seen at Falmouth —112.8.
Hauptmann got immediate care, with a
half-hour in the ice bath bringing his tem-
perature down quickly. He went home
that day. Doctors worried about organ
damage. Blood tests showed high protein
levels from muscle breakdown, but they
came down and he avoided lasting injury.

Two weeks later he started playing
football again. But he’s more aware of
heat’s danger, and makes sure to stay
hydrated and aware of how he is feeling.

“As an athlete, I can’t really let it stop

me from competing,” he said. “I kind of
just have to learn from it, realize what I
did wrong and realize what I can do better
in the future to listen to my body.”

In contrast, there’s Zoé Wallis, recruited
to play college basketball in South Car-
olina. The summer before her freshman
year in 2014, her team was told their men-
tal strength would be tested with a S-mile
run they had to finish within an hour. It
was about twice as far as she had ever run.

By the second half, she started feeling
hazy, then panicky. Eventually, a team-
mate on each side held her up. She re-
called saying she wanted to stop but being
pushed forward.

“What I remember happening was get-
ting a jolt of energy near the end and feel-
ing like I was hitting this runner’s high
and was going to finish the run strong,”
she said. “In reality, what happened is that
I completely collapsed, skinned my entire
arms, elbows, knees.”

She was taken to the hospital in a car,
laid across the warm laps of teammates.
She awoke in the emergency room, disori-
ented. Her kidneys and liver had failed,
she said. She eventually sued the school
and receive a settlement.

Wallis said it took about three months to
resume practice. But the sport never felt
the same. Eventually, she left the team,
lost her scholarship and transferred.

“The mental aspect of the heatstroke
consumed me. I felt so fragile, not only
when I was practicing and actually play-
ing my sport, but also just existing. I was
just afraid in so many ways,” she said. Ten
years later, she’s in a good place, but it
took therapy and time.

Keep running, but be smart

Racing may slightly increase the chanc-
es a runner will suffer a rare event like
heatstroke or cardiac arrest, but doctors
say it’s almost certainly healthier to show
up anyway.

“Runners and athletes are at reduced
risk of having not only cardiac arrest, but
all forms of heart disease compared to
non-runners,” said Dr. Aaron Baggish, a
professor at the Université de Lausanne
and former medical director of the Boston
Marathon.

Baker, now 61, had a happy ending.

She regained consciousness in an ice
bath that brought her temperature down
to a safe level. Her head hurt and she felt
weak, but family members eventually
helped her stand and she was able to go
home. She had no memory of her collapse,
and called it “eerie” afterward when she
came upon a gallery of race pictures on-
line and saw photos that showed her fall-
ing to the ground.

One week later, Baker dressed in the
same pink top, sunglasses and racing bib
to run Falmouth’s last mile, striding past
the spot where she collapsed. Her hus-
band’s photos show her smiling and flex-
ing at the finish.

“We have a big running group of friends
and family,” Baker said. “Everybody in
our group had finished the race except for
me. And I was like nah, I need to do it.
And I need to know I’'m going to be OK
mentally.”

This year, she was back at Falmouth
again — and finished safely.
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UNIVERsAL PicTURES/AP

Cynthia Erivo plays Elphaba in the first and much-anticipated installment of “Wicked,” coming out Nov. 22. The film also stars Ariana Grande, Jeff Goldblum and Michelle Yeoh.

Most likely to cast a spell over us

The 33 most anticipated fall films include a witch, The Joker, an ‘Apprentice,” a stop-motion snail and LEGO Pharrell

‘My Old Ass’

Sept. 13 in theaters

A psychedelic trip makes for an unusual
meeting in the latest from director Megan
Park (“The Fallout”). After sipping some
mushroom-infused tea, 18-year-old Elliott
(Maisy Stella) finds herself joined by her
future self, played by Aubrey Plaza, on a
lakeside camping trip outside of Toronto.

‘Will & Harper’

Sept. 13 in theaters; on Netflix Sept. 27

When former “Saturday Night Live”
writer Harper Steele came out as trans,
she sent an email to friends and family. An
old friend and “SNL” colleague, Will Fer-
rell, responded with the suggestion that
they travel the country together. The re-
sult is this tender and contemplative docu-
mentary, by director Josh Greenbaum,
about their 16-day road trip.

‘Speak No Evil’
Sept. 13 in theaters

Christian Tafdrup’s 2022 Danish horror
film was potent enough that it led to this
Blumhouse remake just two years later.
James McAvoy, Mackenzie Davis and
Aisling Franciosi star in a thriller about
how much can go wrong on a idyllic coun-
tryside vacation.

‘A Different Man’

Sept. 20 in theaters

Sebastian Stan stars as Edward, an
actor with neurofibromatosis who, after
experimental surgery, is cured of his fa-
cial disfigurement. But the changes for
Edward, who lives next to a friendly
playwright (Renate Reinsve of “The Worst
Person in the World”), turn out to be a
mixed blessing. With a compelling co-
starring turn by actor Adam Pearson, who
has neurofibromatosis.

By The Associated Press

he seasonal differences of the movie calendar
have eroded a little bit with time. Neither of the
past two Oscar juggernauts — “Oppenheimer”
and “Everything Everywhere All at Once” —
opened in the fall, the traditional launching pad of Acad-

emy Awards hopefuls.

And just the same, fall tends to be nearly as stuffed as
summer is with sequels, horror thrillers and would-be
blockbusters. Still, some of the old rules still apply. A
large percentage of 2024’s best movies are set to unspool

in the coming months.

So with that in mind, here are some of the most antici-
pated films of this fall, from large to small and every-

thing in between.

UNIVERSAL PiCTURES/AP

James McAvoy plays the father of a family
with a dark secret in “Speak No Evil.”

Amazon/AP

Maisy Stella, left, and Aubrey Plaza play
the same character in “My Old Ass.”

‘His Three Daughters’

Sept. 20 on Netflix

Writer-director Azazel Jacobs’ latest
stars Carrie Coon, Natasha Lyonne and
Elizabeth Olsen as sisters who gather in
the New York apartment of their dying
father. A highlight of the season, “His
Three Daughters” is one of the most mem-
orable tales of siblinghood, and of a death
in the family, in recent memory.

‘The Substance’

Sept. 20 on Netflix

A Cannes Film Festival hit, Coralie
Fargeat’s body-horror parable stars Demi
Moore as a TV star who’s deemed too old
by male producers. A mysterious service,
though, offers her the ability to change
into a younger twin (Margaret Qualley) —
so long as she doesn’t remain so for too
long. “The Substance” seems sure to go
down as a classic satire of Hollywood
ageism and youth obsession.

‘Wolfs’

Sept. 20 in theaters; Apple TV + Sept. 27

Brad Pitt and George Clooney play rival
fixers who discover they’ve been hired for
the same job in Jon Watts’ comic caper.
Presumably more charming actors
weren’t available, so Watts had to suffice
with Clooney and Pitt.

‘Super/Man:
The Christopher Reeve Story’

Sept. 21 in theaters

Ian Bonhote and Peter Ettedgui’s docu-
mentary seeks to capture the full arc of
Reeve’s life, from the superstardom that
followed 1978’s “Superman” to his resi-
liency following an accident that left him
paralyzed from the neck down in 199S.

SEE SPELL ON PAGE 15
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Spell: Sequel to
‘Joker’ a musical

FROM PAGE 14

‘The Wild Robot’

Sept. 27 in theaters

This animated adaptation of Peter
Brown’s popular book series follows a
robot (voiced by Lupita Nyong’o) who
crash-lands in a forested wildness where
it, seeking a task, raises a runt goose (Kit
Connor) until it’s able to fly.

‘Megalopolis’
Sept. 27 in theaters

Francis Ford Coppola’s first film in 13
years stars Adam Driver as Caesar, a
visionary with dreams of a utopian New
York. Giancarlo Esposito, Aubrey Plaza,
Laurence Fishburne and Shia LeBeouf
co-star in this wildly ambitious epic that
has already earned a wide spectrum of
reaction.

‘Joker: Folie a Deux’

Oct. 4 in theaters

Five years after their rabble-rousing
Oscar-nominated DC Comics blockbuster,
director Todd Phillips and Joaquin Phoe-
nix are back for more antihero fun. This
time, it’s a musical, and Lady Gaga is
playing Harley Quinn.

‘The Outrun’

Oct. 4 in theaters

Saoirse Ronan stars in Nora Fing-
scheidt’s adaptation of Amy Liptrot’s
memoir of addiction. Ronan plays a young
woman just out of rehab and returning
home to the Orkney Islands in Scotland.

‘The Apprentice’

Oct. 11 in theaters

Opening just weeks before the U.S.
election is Ali Abbasi’s portrait of a young
Donald Trump (Sebastian Stan) under the
tutelage of Roy Cohn (Jeremy Strong).
The film, which the Trump reelection
campaign has called “pure malicious
defamation,” is made with some of the ’80s
aesthetics of its setting.

‘Piece hy Piece’
Oct. 11 in theaters

What’s cooler than a documentary about
your life? What about a documentary
made with Lego bricks? In this film, di-
rected by Morgan Neville (“Won’t You Be
My Neighbor?”’), Pharrell Williams tells
his life story brick by brick.

‘Saturday Night’
Oct. 11 in theaters

While all eyes will be on “Saturday
Night Live” on the small screen this fall,
the sketch comedy show will also have an
origin story in theaters. Director Jason
Reitman (“Juno,” “Up in the Air”) directs
this mid-"70s dramatization of the chaotic
infancy of the NBC institution, with Ga-
briel LaBelle as creator Lorne Michaels.

‘We Live in Time’
Oct. 11 in theaters

Florence Pugh and Andrew Garfield
star in this human-scaled drama, directed
by John Crowley (“Brooklyn”) about a
relationship charted not always chronolog-
ically, through romance, sickness and
parenthood. Tissues are recommended.

DReAMWORKS ANIMATION, UNIVERSAL PicTURES/AP

Roz, voiced by Lupita N’yongo, left, and Brightbill, voiced by Kit Connor, form an unusual bond in the animated film “The Wild Robot.”

Focus FEATURES/AP

Singer-songwriter Pharrell Williams'’ life is
told in Lego bricks in “Piece By Piece.”

‘Anora’

Oct. 18 in theaters

Sean Baker (“The Florida Project”) has
long been one of most vital American
independent directors. But he takes a step
further with “Anora,” this year’s Palme
d’Or winner at Cannes. It stars Mikey
Madison as a Brooklyn sex worker whose
Vegas marriage to the son of a Russian
oligarch prompts a farcical effort by his
family’s henchmen to have it annulled.

‘Nickel Boys’
Oct. 25 in theaters

RaMell Ross’ feature directorial debut,
selected as the opening night film at the
New York Film Festival, adapts Colson
Whitehead’s 2019 Pulitzer Prize-winning
novel about two Black teens (Ethan Hari-
sse, Brandon Wilson) who become wards
of juvenile reform school in 1960s Florida.
Ross previously directed the Oscar-nomi-

SEARCHLIGHT PicTURES/AP

Kieran Culkin, left, and Jesse Eisenberg play cousins in “A Real
Pain,” which Eisenberg also wrote and directed.

PArRAMOUNT PicTURES/AP

Paul Mescal stars in “Gladiator Il,” arriving
24 years after the first movie.

nated documentary ‘“Hale County This
Morning, This Evening.”

Yenom: The Last Dance’

Oct. 25 in theaters

Tom Hardy is back as the most volatile
split-personality superhuman: Eddie
Brock and his symbiote Venom — argua-
bly the most captivating double act in
comic book movies. In this, the third in the
series following 2018’s “Venom” and
2021’s “Venom: Let There Be Carnage,”
both are on the run.

‘Dahomey’

Oct. 25 in theaters

Writer-director Mati Diop (‘“Atlantics”)
creates testimonials for a few dozen Afri-
can artworks taken from the West African
kingdom of Dahomey during France’s
colonial rule in this, the winner of the
Golden Bear at the Berlin Film Festival.
Diop dramatizes the artworks’ stories

LiONSGATE/AP

Adam Driver dreams of a utopian New York in “Megalopolis,” the
first film from director Francis Ford Coppola in 13 years.

BRIARCLIFF ENTERTAINMENT/AP

Maria Bakalova, left, and Sebastian Stan
become Trumps in “The Apprentice.”

through what she’s called “magical docu-
mentary.”

‘Memoir of a Snail’
Oct. 25 in theaters

Adam Elliot’s stop-motion drama, some
10 years in the making, follows the life of
Grace Puddle (voiced by Sarah Snook),
who begins collecting snails after her
mother’s death. After her father dies, too,
she and her twin brother (Kodi Smit-
McPhee) are separated.
‘Blit’
Nov. 1 in theaters

Director Steve McQueen (“12 Years a
Slave”) returns to World War II for this
drama set in a London under siege from
Nazi bombs. Saoirse Ronan plays a single
mother trying to protect her young son
(Elliott Heffernan).

SEE SPELL ON PAGE 16
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Spell: Pope, a piano and a
Disney princess on the way

FROM PAGE 15

‘Conclave’

Nov. 1in theaters

A new Pope is needed. Enter
Ralph Fiennes. In director Ed-
ward Berger’s follow-up to “All
Quiet on the Western Front,”
Fiennes stars as Cardinal Law-
rence, one of the Vatican figures
who gather for a conclave to
choose a new pontiff. When Law-
rence uncovers a secret that
others would rather stay hidden,
the conclave teeters toward going
up in smoke.

‘Emilia PéreZ
Nov. 1 in theaters; Netflix Nov. 13
It’s not every day we get a
musical about a Mexican drug
lord who transitions into a wom-
an. Even more surprising is that
French director Jacques Audiard
pulls it off. Zoe Saldafa, Karla
Sofia Gascon and Selena Gomez
star in one of the more audacious
movies of the year.

‘Here’
Nov. 1in theaters

Robert Zemeckis and Tom
Hanks have a long and fruitful
history together dating back to
“Forrest Gump” and “Cast
Away.” Appearing to be filmed in
one take, Zemeckis’ “Here”
chronicles one spot of land
through history. After a home is
built on it, Hanks and Robin
Wright move in and raise a fam-
ily.

‘A Real Pain’

Nov. 1 in theaters

Jesse Eisenberg wrote, direct-
ed and stars in this buddy drame-
dy about two cousins (the other is
played by Kieran Culkin) who
travel to Poland to honor their
grandmother. The two are near
opposites played to type: Eisen-
berg is a sensitive neurotic, Cul-
kin a charismatic idler. Together,
they create a funny, poignant
two-hander.

‘Bird’
Nov. 8 in theaters

“Bird” is British filmmaker
Andrea Arnold’s first film since
2016’s “American Honey.” She
returns to a working-class Eng-
lish backdrop for a gritty story
laced with fable. A 12-year-old
girl (Nykia Adams) who lives
with her father (Barry Keoghan)
is visited by a peculiar stranger
(Franz Rogowski).

‘Heretic’
Nov. 15 in theaters

The distance Hugh Grant has
traveled from rom-com protago-
nist seems likely to reach a new
peak in this A24 horror thriller
from “A Quiet Place” co-writers
Scott Beck and Bryan Woods.

Sophie Thatcher and Chloe East
play a pair of proselytizing Mor-
mon missionaries who knock on
the wrong door.

‘All We Imagine as Light’

Nov. 15 in theaters
Payal Kapadia’s ode to female

friendship, a prize-winner at
Cannes, is about two Mumbai
nurses (Kani Kusruti, Divya
Prabha) striving for love and
happiness while working and
commuting long hours in the
Indian metropolis.

‘Gladiator I

Nov. 22 in theaters

Twenty-four years after “Glad-
iator,” Ridley Scott is back with
more swords, sandals and ... a
rhino. That horned mammal is
not the only new addition to the
Colosseum. Paul Mescal, Denzel
Washington and Pedro Pascal
star in this sequel, set several
decades following the events of
the original movie.

‘Wicked’

Nov. 22 in theaters

Before “Wicked” was a Broad-
way smash, it was a 1995 book
and nearly a movie. The big
screen was, perhaps, always the
most fitting medium for a “Wi-
zard of the Oz” riff. In this Jon M.
Chu-directed film, Cynthia Erivo
plays the woman who’ll become
the Wicked Witch of the West,
while Ariana Grande plays Glin-
da. This “Wicked” will be split in
two, with Part 2 arriving in 2025.

‘The Piano Lesson’

Nov. 22 in theaters

In this adaptation of August
Wilson’s Pulitzer Prize-winning
play, Denzel Washington produc-
es while son Malcolm Washing-
ton directs, and son John David
Washington stars. Led by a po-
werhouse performance by Da-
nielle Deadwyler, “The Piano
Lesson” depicts a Pittsburgh
family in 1936 reckoning with a
family heirloom, a piano, that
doubles as a metaphor for the
legacy of slavery.

‘Moana 2’

Nov. 27 in theaters

A little “Moana” confusion
would be understandable.
There’s a separate live-action
“Moana” in development and this
film was originally planned as a
series. But “Moana 2” ultimately
came together as a big-screen
sequel to the 2016 original. Lin-
Manuel Miranda isn’t returning,
but most everyone else is, in-
cluding voice actors Auli‘i Cra-
valho and Dwayne Johnson. The
film, set about three years after
the original, finds Moana heading
back on an ocean adventure, this
time with her sister.

Warner Bros. Pictures photos

Winona Ryder, right, returns as Lydia and Jenna Ortega plays her daughter in “Beetlejuice Beetlejuice.”

Reinventing the weird

‘Beetlejuice Beetlejuice” adds more plot but is less original

By Ty Burr
The Washington Post

hen “Beetlejuice” was released 36

years ago, director Tim Burton was

not yet a household name. Winona

Ryder, making her third movie, was
all of 16 years old. Michael Keaton was in an early
career slump. And no one had any idea what that
movie title was about.

Nearly four decades is enough to turn anything

into an institution, though, and since Burton’s scruf-

fy little ghost comedy has already been repurposed
as an animated TV series, a video game and a 2019
Broadway musical, it’s a wonder a simple sequel
took this long. Here “Beetlejuice Beetlejuice” is at
last, and a mixed bag it is, too, with highs that are
almost up there with the maniacal, macabre in-
vention of the original and lows that are big-studio
business as usual.

It matters that the three returning actors from
the first movie are the right three — Keaton, Ryder
and Catherine O’Hara as the lavishly pretentious
Delia Deetz — that Burton is still in the director’s
chair, and that Danny Elfman’s musical score, a
character in its own right, returns like a runaway
calliope. Taken as a whole, “Beetlejuice Beetle-
juice” is entertaining enough for a night out at the
megaplex or a lazy Saturday streaming at home,
but in plot and impact, it points up how the movies
have changed since 1988, and not for the better.

The main difference between “Beetlejuice” and
“Beetlejuice Beetlejuice” is that the new movie has
a plot — about five of them, in fact. Lydia Deetz
(Ryder), the Goth teen from the first film, is all
grown up and monetizing her ability to see dead
people in a hit TV show where she investigates
other people’s haunted mansions. The one specter
she doesn’t want to see is Betelgeuse (Keaton), the
grotty demon in the black-and-white zoot suit, but
lately he’s been popping up in Lydia’s field of vi-
sion, sending her into panic attacks.

Lydia has a teenage daughter, Astrid (Jenna
Ortega), who hates her mom and, more heretically,
doesn’t believe in ghosts.

Grandma Delia is as self-absorbed as ever, with
O’Hara’s five years as Moira on “Schitt’s Creek”
adding fresh layers of narcissism, but Grandpa
Charles has been dispatched in a dandy stop-mo-
tion shark attack.

Back in the bureaucracy of the undead, Betel-
geuse is overseeing the local shrunken-head call
center, until he gets word that his ex-wife Delores,

Michael Keaton is the scruffy, deranged monster
Betelgeuse who’s always listening for his name.

a soul-sucking succubus, is gunning for him. De-
lores is played with witchy authority by Italian
movie star Monica Bellucci, which gives “Bee-
tlejuice Beetlejuice” a needed touch of demented
class.

Did I mention the undead actor turned cop
played with extra-strength mustard by Willem
Dafoe? Or Jeremy (Arthur Conti), Astrid’s ado-
lescent love interest, who may have a trick or two
up his sleeve? All this to-ing and fro-ing is, in a
sense, a betrayal of the first “Beetlejuice,” which
didn’t have a storyline so much as a collection of
bizarrely hilarious scenes stuck together with Ed-
ward Gorey-esque creativity, enjoyably cheap Clay-
mation effects and a great deal of enthusiasm.

For what it’s worth, the double-headed sand-
worms are back, and Keaton brings a scrofulous,
lowdown energy that’s a delight to witness in a man
well into his Medicare years. He’s still Betelgeuse;
he’s never stopped being Betelgeuse, just as Ryder
has never really stopped being Lydia amid all the
stranger things in her career. O’Hara, of course, is
a living legend.

“Beetlejuice Beetlejuice” is at its best — which is
more often than you’d think — when it relocates
that vein of gonzo surrealism and at its deflated
worst whenever it sticks to the story. It’s sprightly
enough to make a lot of audiences and Warner
Bros. bean-counters happy, but it also confirms that
Burton, one of the most distinct visionaries in
American film history, has become a corporate
repurposing machine. It’s not insane, and that
hurts.

“Beetlejuice Beetlejuice” is rated PG-13 for violent content, macabre and
bloody images, strong language, some suggestive material and drug use.
Running time: 104 minutes. Now playing in select on-base theaters.
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EA Sports photos

In Madden NFL 25’s Superstar Mode, gamers can create a player and control his career from his college days all the way through his pro career.

Flexing new muscles @ MADEN 325

More modes, ways to play keep Madden NFL 25
appealing for both casual fans, hard-core gamers

By Gieson CAcHO
The Mercury News

lectronic Arts was

ahead of the game

when it comes to cre-

ating the Madden NFL
series. The venerable football
series launches each year, and
there’s a handful of improve-
ments along with a roster update.
Every once in a while, the devel-
opers push the genre forward in
terms of graphics or gameplay,
but otherwise, the series is all
about incremental upgrades.

The video game’s production
cycle is comparable to the
iPhone. Apple’s flagship product
generally stays the same with
refinements over a few years
before the smartphone receives a
huge redesign. It essentially
means that year after year, the
improvements aren’t exciting,
but every once in a while, there’s
an iPhone worth the hype.

I see that same approach to the
Madden NFL series. Some years,
the game is an essential purchase
while other iterations can be
skipped. Madden NFL 25 falls
somewhere in between. Gamers
experience an update that again
refines longtime franchise ele-
ments, but doesn’t necessarily
offer anything groundbreaking.

The developer has added what
it calls Boom Tech to its anima-
tion-branching system. The fea-
ture now calculates physics into
player tackles and collisions that

impact the defense and running
game. EA Tiburon backs up
these changes with skill-focused
tweaks to the Hit Stick and ball-
carrier skills with the Setup State
that allows gamers to fake out
defenders for bigger gains. Re-
ceivers also have a spectacular
catch option that expands their
radius at the expense of a higher
chance of dropping the ball.

These changes add a greater
sense of realism and offer gam-
ers a higher degree of control.
They are the type of incremental
improvements that casual fans
will gloss over, but hard-core
Madden gamers will appreciate.

The challenge of designing a
game like Madden is in keeping
the franchise accessible to a wide
range of skills and fans, and EA
Tiburon has done it by adding
more modes and ways to play.
Madden NFL 25 maintains this
effort through the Ultimate
Team, Franchise Mode and Su-
perstar Mode.

Over the years, Franchise
Mode has faded in importance
and Ultimate Team, a type of
fantasy football, has gained in
prominence. EA Tiburon now
puts Ultimate Team front and
center. The mode starts gamers
off with a squad of average
players and lets them add to their
roster by opening packs and
collecting cards. The developers
have refined this part of the ga-
meplay in the past iterations by

adding more role-playing game
elements.

Ultimate Team is also where
Madden NFL 25 makes more
money through microtransac-
tions while also extending the life
of the game beyond the Super
Bowl. Meanwhile, the Franchise
Mode has mostly stayed the same
as gamers can play as coach or
owner and manage different
aspects of building a team into a
championship contender.

It remains an all-encompassing
experience, and it’s where gam-
ers can spend hundreds of hours
scouting, negotiating contracts
and upgrading players and
coaches while building a dynasty
that stands the test of time. It can
even be played as a multiplayer
league. With so many areas to
monitor, it’s the most demanding
and intimidating mode.

I actually preferred Superstar,
which allows gamers to create a
player and control his career
from his college days all the way
to the twilight of a pro career.
What’s new to this mode is that
gamers can import a player cre-
ated in Road to Glory in College
Football 25. Madden NFL 25 will
keep track of the player’s college
history and mention it in the
draft and during broadcasts.

This is an option that gamers
haven’t had in years, but with the
return of a college football game,
it opens a new avenue for Mad-
den NFL 2S5 to grow. The Super-

San Francisco 49ers fans should be happy — or maybe unhappy — to
see running back Christian McCaffrey as the cover athlete for Madden
NFL 25. It depends on whether they believe in the Madden curse.

star isn’t as cinematic as past
efforts, but it does the job of
letting gamers feel as though
they’re a burgeoning NFL star.
The mode does have microtran-
sactions as well if players want to
give their athlete a boost.

For those who have friends
over, Quick Play offers a short
diversion. It’s simple and direct,
a fantastic option for newcomers.
The developers offer Training
Camp, a mode where players can
check out Mini Games, SKills
Trainer or a free-form Training

Practice. The option is a great
way to learn about how to play
video game football, and it will
also deepen gamers’ understand-
ing of the sport.

Madden NFL 2S isn’t ground-
breaking, but for fans who
haven’t played the game in a few
years, it’s worth the price of
admission.

Platforms: PC, PlayStation S,
PlayStation 4, Xbox Series X/S,
Xbox One

Online: ea.com/games/mad-
den-nfl
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Ledd ‘reaches

Kaleidoscopic ‘Telos’
was nearly a decade
In the making for DJ

By Rick TABER
Associated Press

t has been almost a decade since

Zedd, the Grammy-winning pro-

ducer and DJ, released his sopho-

more album, “True Colors.” A lot

can happen in that time. Mostly,
the German dance-pop maverick needed
to push himself to make an album that
would move the needle — one that told a
story beyond the success of his debut LP,
“Clarity,” or “True Colors,” which he says
was created to prove that he could not be
placed into “this EDM box of making 128
BPM club bangers, because I have more
to say.”

Enter “Telos,” his long-awaited third
full-length.

“It is an album that for many years I
doubted I could create,” he told The Asso-
ciated Press. “I wanted something time-
less, something that I would be proud of
forever, and something that is very de-
tailed and where it’s not just songs thrown
together onto a record, but where every
song leads into the next.”

The project is also highly collaborative,
including features from Muse and John
Mayer to newer pop voices like Remi Wolf
and Bea Miller.

In the interview, Zedd discusses “Te-
los,” being inspired by Jeff Buckley and
the state of EDM. It has been edited for
clarity and brevity.

AP: It has been nine years since your
last album. Why is that?

Zedd: I’ve enjoyed not putting pressure
on myself, and just releasing singles. And
of course, I always — in the back of my
mind — I was like, I will make another
album. But what am I trying to do, and
what am I trying to say? And I came up
with these concepts before ever starting
(to) work on an album. I wanted it to be
meaningful and have some sort of concept
behind it, not just, “Hey, I have a contract,
I need to make an album.”

Then the pandemic came around and I
thought, “Well, this is a perfect time. Now
everybody’s off. I can finally sit down and
make an album.” And I was aimlessly
trying to make this album that just didn’t
feel genuine to me, and I scrapped the
entire thing besides one song, “Dream
Brother,” which kind of became a pillar of
my album.

“Dream Brother” is a surprise.

The whole inspiration behind “Dream
Brother” was this artist, Jeff Buckley, that
was so hugely inspiring to me in my life,
and that song that was really meaningful
to me and that felt like, “Well, this is a
concept: making things that are genuinely
meaningful to me, that have some sort of
connection to my musical education or
life.” And I sort of started redoing my
album from around “Dream Brother,”
And all of a sudden, I felt like, “Oh, there’s
a concept there.” And there was this mo-
ment when I kind of cracked the code by
saying, “This is going to be an album that

“This is going

to be an album

that is purely for me,
whatever that means
musically.”

Zedd
on his latest album, “Telos”

is purely for me, whatever that means
musically.”

So that kind of clicked and I realized,
“OK, anything that’s coming from the
heart is going to be put into this album.”
And any emotion that I could kind of
grasp, of what inspired me back in the
day, I want to try to re-create in whichever
way, to let other people feel what I felt
back in the day when I was deeply in-
spired by albums.

You’ve always wanted to work with Matt
Bellamy, and Muse is featured on the
closing track, “1685,” which references
Bach’s “The Well Tempered Clavier.”

They’re amongst the most influential
people ever to me. So, for me to get to
work with Matt Bellamy was a dream —
and the entire band, really. And we have
tried multiple times in the past... we both
tried twice with two different songs. And
they felt awesome, but not perfect and not

forever. So luckily, he’s very similar to me,
musically, in the regard that we’re not
going to force anything.

I had this vision (for “1685”), and I told
my manager, “This one is going to be the
instrumental track or with Muse, but with
nobody else.” There’s nobody I would
consider, because Muse is an artist who
works music this way. They oftentimes
will take classical pieces and re-interpret
them and make it their own. And to me, it
was like, “Well, if I’'m going to reinterpret
my favorite classical piece of all time, I'm
only going to do it with somebody who
does that as well — and who inspired me
to do that to begin with.”

“Telos” comes from ancient Greek; it
can mean “end” or “goal.” What does it
mean to you?

“Telos” does have multiple meanings.
One of them is accomplishment and
reaching your goal, celebrating the human
art. And that was what I was feeling for
the majority of making the record. I felt
like I’'ve accomplished something that I
didn’t know I could accomplish, creating
an album on a level that I wasn’t sure I
could still do.

And then towards the tail end of making
“Telos,” I started feeling the other emo-
tion, which was just that I exhausted my-
self so extensively to the point of losing
nearly 20 pounds. I couldn’t sleep at night.
I would wake up at four in the morning
with the song stuck in my head that I was
just working on. It was really kind of trau-
matizing in a sense for me, and I kind of

oals’ with latest album

CHRis PizzeLLo/AP

Zedd poses for a portrait on Aug. 7 in Los Angeles. The producer and DJ released his third full-length album, “Telos,” on Aug. 30.

really resonated with the meaning — the
end — of “Telos.”

What are your thoughts on the state of
EDM? It’s a rollercoaster — highs and
lows — in terms of popularity.

I have to admit that I'm not even that in
the loop on the state of EDM, and I think
— I don’t know if it’s subconsciously —
but since I started working on my album,
to me, I started working on a body of work
that to me was completely separate from
what the trend of EDM is. I don’t even
know how EDM my album really is. It’s
half organic, it’s half orchestral, it’s half
electronic. And I’'m also not really in-
terested in following the trends, and I
haven’t been a huge fan of a lot of the
trends that are kind of picked up on.

And I feel like trends last a shorter
period of time than they ever have, so
chasing that tail, I feel like will never
fulfill you. Because by the time you arrive,
there’s already something else that’s tren-
dy.

I kind of just made that decision early
on in my career that I'm going to create
my own path, and I’'m going to walk my
path the way I want to and whoever wants
to join me is welcome to join me. But I'm
not for everybody. And my goal has never
been to satisfy everybody’s opinions.

And that’s an unachievable goal to begin
with.

And I think if you’re genuine about what
you do, if you love the music you create,
then there are going to be people out there
who will feel the same way.
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NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD
IS THERE AN ECHO IN HERE?

BY JOHN KUGELMAN / EDITED BY JOEL FAGLIANO

John Kugelman, of Gainesville, Va., is a software engineer and musician. His puzzles often have a playful sense of humor
to them, a style he attributes to his crossword-constructing “North Star,” the great Patrick Berry. About Patrick, he writes,
“He doesn’t have a flashy gimmick behind every puzzle; it’s just how well he pulls off the simple themes.” This puzzle

likewise has a simple concept, pulled off quite cleverly.

ACROSS

1 Loses one’s shirt, say

10 Primarily studies

18 City with a cowboy-
hat-wearing replica
of
the Eiffel Tower

20 Videography option
on a smartphone

21 “Tsk, tsk’”?
23 Buddy-buddy?
24 Resistance units

25 What “Ten-four”
and “‘Over’” are
used in

27 -liver oil
(dietary
supplement)

28 Honnold who was
the first to free-solo
climb El Capitan

30 Exploit

31 Sight at Sydney’s
yearly Festival of
the Winds

34 ““You're on!”’
38 Paper-saving invoice

40 They keep people
in the dark

44 [Knock, knock]?
45117

47 First-tier, as a celeb
48 Thudding noise

49 Diamond authorities
50 Go (for)

51 Word used three
times
in the Postal Service
creed

52 Sen. or rep., e.g.

53 Upto

56 N.W.A’s “‘Straight
__ Compton™

58 Owl or whippoorwill,
e.g.

62 Big step for a start-

up,
for short

63 “‘Now I getit!”’

64 Pooh-pooh?

69 Wrap up

70 Sch. with campuses in
Abu Dhabi and
Shanghai

71 Places to let out anger
by smashing objects

73 Built (on)

76 Core exercise
done lying down

79 Queer identity, for
short

80 Output of some
refrigerators

82 Word often followed
by a Roman numeral

83 Helping hand

84 Show up, perhaps
86 Else

88 Tut-tut?

93 “Ow! Ow!”’?

94 Buccaneer’s buddies
95 Park worker?

96 ‘‘That much is
obvious™’

97 Ran out of juice

98 The Lincoln Memorial
appeared on it until
2008

99 Tangled masses of
hair
100 One of the Mannings

102 George Lucas’s
original surname for
Luke Skywalker

106 Shock proof?
110 ““OK, OK*’?
114 *“Hubba, hubba!”’?

GUNSTON STREET

117 Outpouring of ideas

118 Seasonal workers in
suits

119 Official beer of the
Boston Red Sox,
familiarly

120 On the comeback
trail

DOWN
1 Swept style
2 Chemical formula for

lye
3 Oil container
4 Needles
5 Night-school subj.
6 Basilicaof ____ Anne

de Détroit (historic
Michigan landmark)

7 ““Three may keep a

if two of them are
dead’’: Benjamin
Franklin

8 Over-the-counter
brand that promises
“‘Guaranteed relief
every time’’

9 Put forth
10 Flaky mineral
11Wild

12 “‘Friends’’ star, to
friends

13 Antediluvian

14 Run into

15 Carnival attraction
that propels its
riders sky-high

16 " in analogies

17 Call for

19 Half a rhyming genre
name

20 Steaming, with “‘off™’

22 Alaskan salmon
hunters

23 Hulled wheat
26 Mirror image?

28 Be next to

29 MGM’s aptly
named mascot

31 Nine credited
roles in ‘‘Barbie’’

32 Texter’s hedge

33 Bit of ink, familiarly

34 Home of Kurdistan’s
easternmost regions

35 Raven claw

36 Vital spark

37 Plugs

38 Brian in the Rock
& Roll Hall of Fame

39 Big name in allergy
medication

40 Humorist Bombeck

41 Talks incessantly

42 Didn’t spoil

43 Mlle. of Madrid

45 Basic skateboarding
trick

46 Jovian moon

48 Kind of salad with
hard-boiled eggs

52 What cognitive
behavioral therapy
can treat, in brief

54 It bears no
etymological
relation to ‘‘conifer,”’
surprisingly

55 Camera opening

56 State with a five-sided
flag

57 ““That’s just. . .
wrong’’

59 Clarified butter

60 Rear

61 Park worker

63 Por ____ lado
(on the other hand:
Sp.)

65 Fashion designer
Anna

66 ‘‘By Jove!”

a7

51

b8

B4

73 |74 75

82

a7

100 101

110 111|112

17

19

67 Lead-in to nautical

68 Key of Mozart’s
Symphony No. 40

72 Glower

73 Part of a baby’s
nighttime routine

74 Hurt

75 Filming innovation
used in *‘The
Shining”’

76 Choice for a twist

77 Héaagen-Dazs
shelfmate

78 Ball that just grazes
the bat, perhaps

81 Online crafts
marketplace

83 Betwixt
85 Explosive inits.
86 Corsica and Réunion
87 Part of 115-Down:
Abbr.
89 PET scan alternative
90 Uintah Basin people
91 Word in the
mnemonic E-G-B-
D-F
92 Deliberately try
to fail, informally
93 Key near Ctrl

IF MAKING MISTAKES
WAS AN ART, I'D BE
PICASSO OR
REMBRANDT!

YOU WANT TO SEE
MY LATEST PIECE?

<

“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and online at gunstonstreet.com.
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114

115 116

118

120

96 ‘O Tannenbaum’’
and others

98 “‘Li’l Abner”
cartoonist

99 Haggard fellow?

100 Abates

101 “*Good Morning
America’’ co-host
Spencer

102 Dirty film

103 Some turkeys and
tabbies

104 Hasty getaway

105 ““Success has always
been the greatest
”’: Nietzsche

106 Group of buffalo

107 Payment before a
deal

108 Big supporter,
in modern slang

109 Quiet ‘‘Hey!””

111Telluride maker

112Sturm ____ Drang

113 Initialism for
exhibitionism

115 Seminoles’ sch.

116 Tiger’s target
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STARSY & STRI
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The story of the U.S. military’s role
in Afghanistan, as seen through

the eyes of Stars and Stripes

journalists covering America’s

longest war.

Only $1 4,99 with Free Shipping

Over 100 pages
of stunning images
and stories from
the front lines.

15 YEARS IN



Pace 20

S 3RRER S RE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Friday, September 6, 2024

FACES

Live album a

labor of love

War on Drugs’ frontman says project was
anything but easy as band preps for tour

By KrysTA FAURIA

Associated Press

or many musicians, a

live album is an after-

thought — a way to

quickly appease insatia-
ble fans or make some easy mon-
ey.

But when Adam Granduciel,
the frontman of the anthemic rock
band The War on Drugs, set out to
make their newest live album an-
nounced Wednesday, it was a la-
bor of love that is anything but
quick or easy.

For “Live Drugs Again,” out
Sept. 13, Granduciel wanted to do
justice to the ways in which the
band has grown, both literally
(they’ve added a member since
their first live album was released
in 2020) and figuratively as musi-
cians who have honed their sound.
So he combed through about 100
hours of recordings from their
shows and even spliced different
parts of the same songs together.

The album comes in tandem

with the start of their co-headlin-
ing tour with The National, which
kicks off Sept. 12 in New Hamp-
shire. Granduciel spoke with The
Associated Press about the album,
and how performing a song live
changes it.

The interview has been edited
for clarity and brevity.

Associated Press: Talk about
what went into making this live
record.

Granduciel: I think we used
maybe like SO shows total. There
are a few songs where it’s four
shows spliced together, and part
of that too is just having fun with
the process. You know, you go into
it remembering specific nights,
like there are a few songs from a
show in Bentonville, Ark., which is
a town we had never been to in 20
years of being aband. And we kind
of rolled into this town and it was
this really beautiful little young
artist student community. It was
incredible. We had an amazing
day and the show at night was out-

CHRis PizzeLLo, INviSION/AP

Adam Granduciel, leader of The War on Drugs, is photographed Aug. 26 at his studio in Burbank, Calif.

doors, and it was just one of those
memorable nights.

You kind of start there, and then
you get so deep into the process of
mixing versions and maybe doing
a little post-production, like all
great live records do. I just wanted
to put as much work into it as my-
self and the band put into our live
show, you know, just the amount
of time it takes to sort of hone a set,
it’s years really. And we wanted to
kind of put that into the record.

You’re a bit of a gearhead. Did
you use anything interesting for
this album?

Well, unlike our first live rec-

ord, we used a lot of the actual am-
bient mics that we recorded.
Sometimes it can be tricky with
phase and all this stuff. But for this
one, we used a lot of the actual just
source ambient mics so all the
crowds are real to that moment. I
think most live records these days
are just going to be sort of put into
digital spaces. You just have more
control over everything. But this
one, I think we had like 12 differ-
ent ambient mics throughout the
stage and the venues.

Does the anticipation of
performing your music inform
your songwriting process at all?

Do you factor in how it will sound
live or do you just think about that
part after?

Definitely after. I think things
just naturally progress. And they
sort of end up in a whole new place
once the audience is part of the
equation, you know? I mean, if we
went back and made a re-record-
ed “Under the Pressure” the way
we play it, it probably wouldn’t be
the same thing on a record. But
whenever you come off a touring
cycle and things reach that next
tier from the band dynamically, it
always informs the next thing you
do.

Elton John says infection
has affected vision in 1 eye

From wire reports

Elton John — he of the bedaz-
zled spectacles and dazzling spec-
taculars — has been “quietly”
spending his summer recovering
from a “severe eye infection” that
has affected his vision.

The “Crocodile Rock” and
“Bennie and the Jets” singer
shared the health update Tuesday,
explaining his subdued presence
on social media over the past few
months.

“Over the summer, I’ve been
dealing with a severe eye infection
that has unfortunately left me with
only limited vision in one eye,” the
musician said in a statement on In-
stagram. “I am healing, but it’s an
extremely slow process and it will
take some time before sight re-
turns to the impacted eye.”

The 77-year-old rocker said that
his doctors, nurses and family
have been taking care of him over
the last several weeks and that
he’s been “quietly spending the
summer recuperating at home.”

“[I] am feeling positive about
the progress I have made in my
healing and recovery thus far,” he
added. John, who was born Regi-

nald Kenneth Dwight, did not fur-
ther elaborate on the condition or
what caused it.

Representatives for John did
not immediately respond
Wednesday to the Los Angeles
Times’ requests for comment.

The legendary singer-songwrit-
er has been dogged by health is-
sues over the past few years.

John — who retired from tour-
ing last year — was briefly hospi-
talized last summer after falling at
his home on the French Riviera,
where he had been spending his
summer with husband David Fur-
nish and their children since
wrapping his record-breaking
Farewell Yellow Brick Road tour
that July.

Queen guitarist May says
he had a ‘minor stroke’

Brian May, the lead guitarist of
British rock band Queen, revealed
Wednesday that he had a “minor
stroke” last week, which caused
him to temporarily lose control
over his arm.

May, 77, said in a video on his
website that he was doing “OK”
but that he was “grounded” and

TNS

ERon John, shown in 2022, says
he’s had a quiet summer,
recuperating from an infection.

advised not to drive, fly or do any
activity which raises his heart rate
too high.

“I'm here to bring you first of all
some good news, I think, good
news is that I can play guitar after
the events of the last few days,” he
said. “And I say this because it was
in some doubt because that little
health hiccup that I mentioned,
happened about a week ago, and
what they called it was a minor
stroke and all of a sudden, out of
the blue, I didn’t have any control
over this arm.”

May said the experience was “a
little scary” but praised the “fan-
tastic care” he received from his
local hospital in Surrey, southwest
of London.

George R.R. Martin rips TV’s
‘House of the Dragon’ on blog

The Washington Post

George R.R. Martin published a
blog post Wednesday that criti-
cized the HBO series “House of
the Dragon” and its showrunner,
saying the series has started to
stray too far from the novelist’s
source material.

In the blog post, titled “Beware
the Butterflies,” Martin wrote that
“HotD” showrunner Ryan Con-
dal’s decision to delay the birth of
a character named Maelor creat-
ed a “butterfly effect” that will
make the HBO series widely dif-
ferent from Martin’s 2018 book,
“Fire & Blood,” and less enjoyable
for fans. The concerns come about
one month after “House of the
Dragon,” a prequel to HBO’s
“Game of Thrones,” wrapped up
its second season.

“Change begets change, and
even small and seemingly insig-
nificant alterations to a timeline —
or a story — can have a profound
effect on all that follows,” Martin
wrote in the blog post, which is no
longer viewable on his website.

A spokesperson for Martin did
not respond to questions about
what happened to the blog post.

An HBO spokesperson said in a
statement that the “HotD” cre-
ative team supports Martin’s work
and that the creative decisions are
made to help audiences.

“Commonly, when adapting a
book for the screen, with its own
format and limitations, the show-
runner ultimately is required to
make difficult choices about the
characters and stories the au-
dience will follow,” the spokesper-
son said. “We believe that Ryan
Condal and his team have done an
extraordinary job and the millions
of fans the series has amassed
over the first two seasons will con-
tinue to enjoy it.”

Martin’s spoiler-filled musings
published Wednesday mostly cen-
tered around the minor character
of Maelor, the third child of Aegon
and Helaena Targaryen in “Fire &
Blood,” whose story arc directly
affects several characters, includ-
ing Queen Rhaenyra. In the show,
the character hasn’t been born
yet; Martin said Condal delayed
his birth over budget and casting
concerns. And therefore some of
the book’s crucial events can’t
happen in “HotD,” Martin wrote.
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Woman indicted in attack
on Muslim kids at pool

DALLAS — A Texas

woman accused of at-
tempting to drown two Muslim
children in an apartment complex
pool was recently indicted by a
Tarrant County grand jury.

Elizabeth Wolf, 42, is charged
with attempted capital murder of a
person under 10 years old and in-
tentionally causing bodily injury to
a child younger than 15, court doc-
uments show. The indictment,
filed Aug. 1S, includes a hate crime
enhancement.

Wolf, of Grand Prairie, allegedly
made “racial statements” before
grabbing a 6-year-old boy and try-
ing to drown his 3-year-old sister
on May 19 at the family’s apart-
ment complex pool, Euless police
previously said.

She was initially arrested on a
public intoxication charge and re-
leased on a $40,000 bond, but the
charges were later elevated to at-
tempted capital murder and injury
to a child, which led to her rearrest
in July.

‘Whistleblower’ says he
leaked plans, then fired

FL TALLAHASSEE — A
former state employee
who said he leaked information
about the plans to build golf cours-
es and hotels in Florida’s state
parks has apparently been fired.

But James Gaddis, who de-
scribed himself as an “ethical
whistleblower,” said he doesn’t re-
gret making the public aware of
the proposals, according to the
Palm Beach Post.

“I just happen to be a guy in the
middle of all this and the clock was
ticking, and I figured someone has
to step up to the plate and stop the
madness,” Gaddis told the news-
paper.

Gaddis, who worked as a cartog-
rapher for the Florida Department
of Environmental Protection, said
he was directed to draw up con-
ceptual maps for the proposals to
build golf courses, pickleball
courts, 350-room hotels and more
at nine state parks from Miami to
the Panhandle.

After leaking the information,
Gaddis was put on administrative
leave on Aug. 30. The next day, he
got a letter of dismissal in the mail
saying he violated department pol-
icies.

A spokesperson for DEP did not
respond to a request for comment.

Lawyer: Ex-official treated
for addiction amid charge

M JACKSON — A for-
mer tax assessor and
collector in north Mississippi
checked into a residential treat-
ment center for a gambling addic-
tion after he called the state aud-
itor’s office and confessed to mis-
using more than $300,000 in public
money, his attorney said Tuesday.
Shannon Wilburn, 49, resigned
in April from the elected office he
had held in Benton County since

Everything’s just ducky!

Lincoln Ward, 4, of Northern Cambria, Pa., chooses a duck for a prize during the American Legion County Fair in Ebensburg, Pa., on Monday.

2016, and he began the 12-week ad-
diction treatment in late July, his
attorney Tony Farese told The As-
sociated Press.

Mississippi Auditor Shad White
announced Tuesday that Wilburn
has been charged with one count
of embezzlement. The announce-
ment came days after Wilburn was
indicted. Farese said Wilburn
turned himself in to the sheriff’s
office last Friday, then posted
bond and returned to the treat-
ment program.

Driver charged in partially

automated SUV crash
P PHILADELPHIA — A
woman was intoxicated

and using a partially automated
driving system when she caused a
March highway crash in Philadel-
phia that killed two people, author-
ities said as they announced hom-
icide charges against the driver.

State and federal investigators
say the woman’s Ford Mustang
Mach-E SUV struck the stationary
vehicle of a man who had stopped
on the left shoulder of I-9S to assist
a driver whose car had broken
down ahead of him. The March
collision, which occurred around 3
a.m., killed both men.

Ford’s Blue Cruise system al-
lows drivers to take their hands off
the steering wheel while it handles
steering, braking and acceleration
on highways. The company says
the system isn’t fully autonomous
and it monitors drivers to make
sure they pay attention to the road.

Investigators in Philadelphia
believe that Mustang driver Dim-
ple Patel, 23, was driving about 71
mph, using both Blue Cruise and
Adaptive Cruise Control, when the
crash occurred.

Afghan refugee pleads
no contest to 2 murders

N ALBUQUERQUE —

An Afghan refugee
convicted of first-degree murder
in one of three fatal shootings in
2022 that shook Albuquerque’s
Muslim community pleaded no
contest Tuesday to two homicide
charges stemming from the other
Kkillings.

Prosecutors said Muhammad
Syed, 53, entered the pleas to two
counts of second-degree murder
for the deaths of Muhammad Af-
zaal Hussain, 27, and Naeem Hus-
sain.

A jury had convicted Syed in
March in the shooting death of Af-
tab Hussein, 41, in July 2022.

The three ambush-style Killings
happened over the course of sever-
al days. Investigators shifted away
from possible hate crimes to what
prosecutors called the “willful and
very deliberate” actions of another
member of the Muslim commun-
ity.

Syed, who settled in the U.S.
with his family several years ear-
lier, denied involvement in the
Killings after being stopped more
than 100 miles from Albuquerque.
He told authorities he was on his
way to Texas to find a new home

JoHN Rucosky, THE (JoHNsTOWN, PA.) TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT/AP

for his family, saying he was con-
cerned about the killings in Albu-
querque.

Bernalillo County prosecutors
said Syed faces a life prison sen-
tence in Aftab Hussein’s killings
and will serve 30 years behind
bars for the no-contest pleas. A
sentencing date hasn’t been set.

Hospital sued after nurse
charged in drug probe

O MEDFORD — Attor-

neys representing
both living and deceased patients
of an Oregon hospital filed a $303
million lawsuit against the facility
on Tuesday after a nurse was ac-
cused of replacing prescribed
fentanyl with nonsterile tap water
in intravenous drips.

The wrongful death and medical
malpractice complaint accuses
Asante Rogue Regional Medical
Center in Medford of negligence.
The suit says the hospital failed to
monitor medication administra-
tion procedures and prevent drug
diversion by their employees,
among other claims.

A spokesperson said the hospital
had no comment.

Dani Marie Schofield, a former
nurse at the hospital, was arrested
in June and charged with 44
counts of second-degree assault.
The charges stemmed from a po-
lice investigation into the theft and
misuse of controlled substances
that resulted in patient infections.
She has pleaded not guilty.

Schofield is not named or listed

as a defendant in the complaint
filed Tuesday. A separate suit was
filed against Schofield and the hos-
pital earlier this year on behalf of
the estate of a 65-year-old man
who died.

The 18 plaintiffs in the new suit
include nine patients and the es-
tates of nine patients who died. Ac-
cording to the suit, the hospital be-
gan informing them in December
that an employee had replaced
fentanyl with tap water, causing
bacterial infections.

Officer dies after crash
into tree during chase

M OSAGE BEACH — A

Missouri police offi-
cer and mother of six children died
after losing control of her patrol
vehicle and crashing into a tree
while chasing someone who fled a
traffic stop.

Osage Beach police officer
Phylicia Carson, 33, spun off the
road and hit a tree Saturday while
chasing someone a different offi-
cer had tried to pull over for speed-
ing. The Camden County Sheriff’s
Office identified that person as
Christopher Aaron Bishop Weh-
meyer, 23, who faces felony
charges for resisting arrest and
creating a substantial risk of
death, according to jail records.

Carson joined the police depart-
ment last year, Osage Beach Po-
lice Chief Todd Davis said at a
news conference.

From wire reports
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WHERE'S
THAT?2

24 Black-and-
white cookie
25 “The Power of
Myth” author
Joseph

29 Scooted

30 North African
capital

31 Noon, on a clock

32 “Outliers” author
Malcolm

34 Part of a
French play

35 Optimistic

36 Levels (up)

37 Heroic tales

40 Pouchlike parts

41 Tiny branch

42 “Gone With the
Wind” author
Margaret

46 Modern “carpe
diem”

47 “Pinocchio” fish

9-6

9 Hot dog holder
10 And others (Lat.)
11 Hamlet, e.g.
16 Novelist Victor
19 Places for
holsters
20 Bjorn of
tennis fame

39 Arizona river
40 Dele undoer
42 Roast VIPs
43 Land in la mer
44 Texter’s
chuckle
45 Bathroom,
in London

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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NRJ KJQZH HZJIM!

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: NO ACTORS COULD BE

BRIGHTLY ILLUMINATED DURING THE STAGE
PLAY. SOMEBODY STOLE THE SPOTLIGHT.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals O

NRJ

EDJQM

“QHPESJNNE”?
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51 52 53

54 55 56

ACROSS 51 Prof's helpers 22 Sly one

1 Persian leader 52 Frisbee, e.g. 24 Prefix with

5 Naked 53 Pencil filler surgeon

9 '60s chic 54 Invoice fig. 25 Sheepish “Hello!”
12 Pueblo people 55 DJ Rick 26 Vintage

13 Regrettably 56 Billions of years 27 Noon, on a clock

14 Previously

15 Fashion’s Cassini

16 Calendar
squares

17 Patient’s need,
briefly

18 Cleanse

19 Work unit

20 Onion relative

21 Food additive

23 Popular card
game

25 Olympic sport

28 Like Enya’s
music

32 Skirt style

33 “Gimme five!”

34 Nike rival

36 Mistakes in print

37 Scratch (out)

38 Scary cry

39 See to

42 Sign before Virgo

44 Chow

48 Citric beverage

49 Roundish do

50 Cookbook author
Rombauer

9-7

DOWN

1 Broadway
offering

2 Spanish greeting

3 Mimics

4 Honorable

5 No-goodnik

6 Winged

7 Sci-fi zapper

8 Twisty turn

9 Partner

10 Leer at

11 Berth place

20 Inconspicuous

29 One-time link

30 Understood

31 Clean air org.

35 Arm’s-length pic

36 Kindle
downloads

39 “Toodle-00!”

40 Wax-coated
cheese

41 Avian abode

43 Gaelic

45 Layered cookie

46 Yemen neighbor

47 June honorees

49 Calculate a sum

Answer to Previous Puzzle

o|@|C|T

AlL G B[R[E[D
L|o E 1 [o|T[A
B[U N c[L]A[N
] AlL[L[E
R
B

> Z|mMO|>»|W|>|T

CRYPTOQUIP

KMDG VQ VG ADIJJLU KMLY

OLFOIJL

KFNR

FY

GMLVN

ELUVGDGVSL EDYGND-AMDYGVYP

QRVIIQ?

FE VEONFSLELYG.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: YOU'RE TELLING ME
YOU DON’T COMPLETELY LOVE THE OPERA
“OTELLO” OR “RIGOLETTO”? THE VERDI IDEA!

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals P
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OPINION

What Biden can do to free Venezuela of Maduro

By Kristina FoLTz
Los Angeles Times

ith flags and voting receipts in

hand, thousands of Venezue-

lans have taken to the streets

in Caracas and worldwide to
protest Nicolas Maduro’s refusal to recog-
nize his overwhelming defeat in the presi-
dential election a month ago. The United
States can do more to back them up.

The opposition party’s leader, Maria Co-
rina Machado, recently came out of hiding
to ride through the streets among throngs of
demonstrators. Emerging from an armored
truck, she urged her supporters to maintain
their courage, defend the truth and ramp up
defiance against Maduro’s fraudulent
regime. Calling the protests the “greatest
civic feat in the history of the country,” Ma-
chado warned that the movement would not
relent.

After Maduro ordered his military lead-
ers to respond to the protesters with an
“iron fist,” at least 24 were found dead and
2,200 were imprisoned. Undaunted, opposi-
tion leaders plan to keep a critical mass on
the streets, lure military leaders to their
side and drain the dictator’s resources and
power. But to achieve all that, they will need
all the help they can get from Washington.

The Biden administration has expressed
openness to negotiations with Caracas, but
Maduro has shown he can’t be trusted to
abide by his agreements. After talks with
the United States in Qatar last year, Madu-
ro’s government promised to allow free and
fair elections. It turned out to be another
bluff: Not only was the election stunningly
unfair, but Maduro responded to the result
by cracking down on opposition leaders and
their supporters.

Waiting for intervention by Maduro’s fel-
low leftists in Colombia, Brazil and Mexico,

meanwhile, will only buy the dictator more
time for deception and repression.

The Biden administration has alluded to
the possibility of offering Maduro amnesty
from prosecution on drug trafficking
chargesif he agrees to a peaceful transfer of
power. But given his past failures to comply
with international agreements, and with
four long months left in his term, that “car-
rot” probably won’t be enough to dislodge
the strongman. The United States and other
foreign powers will have to threaten him
with “sticks,” imposing economic and dip-
lomatic consequences to push him out of
power.

The harshest possible sanctions must be
leveled against Maduro and all state-owned
industries to make an exit plan his best op-
tion. Hector Bricefo, a Venezuelan post-
doctoral researcher at Germany’s Univer-
sity of Rostock, told me that although sanc-
tions on private business could hurt ordi-
nary Venezuelans, targeting state-owned
enterprises such as the country’s petroleum
industry can be effective when the regime
is as cash-starved as it is now.

“Profits from the petroleum industry
don’t reach the people,” Bricefo said. “Ma-
duro spreads them between his allies
among the military and other top officials.”

Maduro’s regime, like that of his prede-
cessor, Hugo Chavez, operates on a top-
down system of bribes and threats. The
threats alone work for only so long; at some
point, Maduro’s minions will expect to be
paid.

In April, responding to Maduro’s interfe-
rence with and intimidation of the opposi-
tion ahead of the election, President Joe Bi-
den reinstated some of the Trump-era sanc-
tions that had been eased following the Qa-
tar deal. But the administration indicated
that it would allow certain foreign oil oper-

ations to continue in the country.

The Maduro government’s objections to
the reimposition of sanctions showed that
they have an impact, but his continued in-
transigence also reveals that they haven’t
gone far enough to affect his behavior. And
this is the worst moment to be generous
with the regime. Why not hold up authoriza-
tions of the remaining low-yield, risky and
environmentally hazardous foreign oil ven-
tures, at least until a democratic govern-
ment is in place?

Washington should also officially recog-
nize Edmundo Gonzélez Urrutia as the
country’s rightful incoming leader. The Bi-
den administration has joined a few other
countries in acknowledging that Gonzalez
won the election, but it stopped short of call-
ing him the president-elect.

The administration can’t necessarily en-
sure that Venezuela’s valiant struggle for li-
berty prevails. But doing less than it can will
only help Maduro and his cronies get richer
and bolder in prolonging their hold on polit-
ical power.

The stakes couldn’t be higher. Nearly 8
million Venezuelans have migrated to the
United States and other countries in search
of a better future, and 40% of those remain-
ing say they plan to leave if Maduro doesn’t.
A once-thriving economy has been devas-
tated by years of inept and corrupt rule, and
the country has become a haven for institu-
tionalized crime and terrorism and a secur-
ity threat to the entire hemisphere.

The brave Venezuelan resistance isn’t
giving up, and the United States shouldn’t
either. This is a golden opportunity to end
2S years of misery under Chavez and Madu-
ro.

Kristina Foltz is a researcher and writer based in California and
Colombia.

Disaster preparedness must be on candidates’ radar

By KeLLY McKINNEY
Chicago Tribune
hirty-two years ago, a tropical
storm wandered over an areaof'su-
perheated water and exploded into
a monster Category S hurricane
with 174 mph winds.

Compact and powerful, Hurricane An-
drew slammed into south Florida, obliterat-
ing houses and leaving 6S people dead. In the
days that followed, our response to the disas-
ter was a textbook case of failure, with a
breakdown in communication and coordina-
tion at alllevels of government. Nobody, from
the White House down, had any inkling what
was going on. Peg Maloy, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency’s spokesperson
at the time, put it best: “Something is wrong.
Nobody knows where it’s breaking down. I'd
like to know myself.”

The result of our failed government re-
sponse was, as always, human suffering, with
the affected communities left to fend for
themselves. The town of Homestead was a
devastated landscape, littered with dead ani-
mals, the smell of human waste hanginginthe
air. Dade County’s Emergency Management
director, Kate Hale, said during a televised
news conference: “Where in the hell is the
cavalry on this one?”

The bad news is that, when it comes to re-
sponding to catastrophes, little has changed
in the decades since that hot August morning
some three decades ago. While some agen-

cies (FEMA is a notable example) have im-
proved their capabilities and their processes,
as a nation we have made no progress in our
readiness for major disasters.

This was clearly shown 13 years later in
New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina and,
mostrecently, by our national response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, when a clumsy federal
bureaucracy and its various components,
from the Department of Health and Human
Services to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, the Department of Home-
land Security and FEMA, failed to take an
ownership stake in the crisis. Instead, they
pointed at each other and dithered, while the
virus spread rapidly across the nation.

Althoughit’s true that the COVID-19 disas-
ter unfolded in a polarized political climate,
its failures cannot be attributed to partisan-
ship. The causes of our national failure arose
out of incompetence. The partisan divisions
thatemerged were the resultof thatincompe-
tence, not its cause. Meanwhile, the absence
of a cohesive national plan leaves us vulner-
able.

Catastrophes overwhelm us, affecting ev-
eryone in the same way at the same time.
They ignore political boundaries, sowing
chaos and demanding information and re-
sources way beyond what is immediately
available. Many people, even some crisis
management professionals, think the chal-
lenges are just too great. They believe that
planning for catastrophes is wasted effort; an

exercise in futility. They are wrong.

Planning (i.e., what must happen and who
is on the hook to do it) enables coordination,
and, with effective coordination, nothing is
impossible. Only national executive leader-
ship can build the plan that establishes ac-
countability across all levels of government,
that connects to the private sector and de-
ploys the resources and solutions needed to
address widespread and urgent human suf-
fering.

Now is the time for us to stop the dithering
and the finger-pointing and to start reconfi-
guringourselvestoconfrontthe unknownina
complex environment. With the national
nominating conventions over and the candi-
dates engaged in a nine-week sprint to Elec-
tion Day, this is a critical opportunity to ele-
vatethisissue. Preparingthe nation forthein-
evitable next catastrophe — whether it be a
natural disaster, pandemic or terrorist attack
—is a fundamental responsibility of the fed-
eral government. The president owns this is-
sue, and we should not let the candidates off
the hook.

How many more failures must we be
forced to endure before we get the plan we
need? The voters deserve to know.

Kelly McKinney is the assistant vice president of emergency
management and enterprise resilience at NYU Langone Health
in New York City. He is a former deputy commissioner for the
New York City Office of Emergency Management and the
author of “Moment of Truth: The Nature of Catastrophes and
How to Prepare for Them.”
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Wednesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Sent RHP Jacob
Webb to Bowie (EL).

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Placed INF
Brooks Baldwin on the 10-day IL. Recalled
INF Bryan Ramos from Charlotte (IL).

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Sent RF Hunter
Renfroe to Northwest Arkansas (TL) on a
rehab assignment.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Recalled RHP
Louie Varland from St. Paul (IL). Optioned
RHP Diego Castillo to St. Paul.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Sent RHP lan Ha-
milton to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL) on a
rehab assignment.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Reinstated LHP
Scott Alexander from the 15-day IL. Op-
tioned RHP Joe Boyle to Las Vegas (PCL).
Claimed INF CJ Alexander from Kansas
glty.l‘ll_'ransferred OF Esteury Ruizto the 60-

ay IL.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Agreed to terms
with RHP Jesse Hahn on a minor league
contract.

TEXAS RANGERS — Placed SS Corey
Seager on the 10-day IL. Selected the con-
tract of OF Sandro Fabian from Round
Rock (PCL). Transferred RHP Jon Gray to
the 60-day IL.

National League

CHICAGO CUBS — Recalled RHP Trey
Wingenter and RHP Jack Neely from lowa
(IL). Placed RHP Jorge Lopez on the 15-day
IL, retroactive to Sept. 3 and LHP Justin
Steele retroactive to Sept. 1.

MIAMI MARLINS — Optioned RHP
George Soriano to Jacksonville (IL). Added
LHP Anthony Veneziano to the active ros-

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Designated
RHP Michael Rucker for assignment. Se-
lected the contract of RHP Nick Nelson
from Lehigh Valley (IL). Optioned RHP Tyl-
er Phillips to Lehigh Valley.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Optioned LHP
Tom Cosgrove to El Paso (PCL).

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Agreed to
terms with Matt Chapman on a six-year
contract for 2025-30.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Signed TE Mes-
siah gwinson from Green Bay’s practice
squad.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Waived TE Teagan
Quitoriano from injured reserve with a
settlement.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Waived DB Tyree
Gilletsie from injured reserve with a settle-
ment.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Waived WR Braylon
Sanders from injured reserve with a set-
tlement. Released DE Wyatt Ray from in-
jured reserve with a settlement.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Released OT Yod-
ny Cajuste frominjured reserve with a set-
tlement.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Signed OT
Jack Driscoll and WR Kyle Philips to the
practice squad. Released TE Kevin Foelsch
and DB Caden Sterns from the practice

squad.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed RB Aa-
ron Shampklin to the practice squad.
Placed RB Boston Scott on the practice
squad injured list.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Signed DT Quin-
ton Bohanna and DT Kenneth Odumegwu
to the practice squad.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed LB Luke
Gifford to the practice squad. Released G
Lachavious Simmons frominjured reserve
with a settlement.

. SOCCER
Major League Soccer

SANDIEGO FC — Recalled G Duran Ferree
from loan at Orange County SC (USL
Championship).

PRO BASKETBALL

WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
w L Pct GB
x-New York 27 6 .818 —
x-Connecticut 24 9 727 3
x-Indiana 18 16 529 9%
Atlanta 11 22 333 16
Chicago 11 22 333 16
Washington 10 23 .303 17

WESTERN CONFERENCE
w L Pct GB
X-Minnesota 24 9 727 —
X-Las Vegas 21 12 .636 3
x-Seattle 20 13 .606 4
x-Phoenix 17 17 500 7Y%
Dallas 9 24 273 15
Los Angeles 7 26 212 17

x-clinched playoff spot
Wednesday’s game

Indiana 93, Los Angeles 86
Thursday’s games

Seattle at New York

Washington at Phoenix

Friday’s games

Dallas at Atlanta

Las Vegas at Connecticut

Minnesota at Indiana

Los Angeles at Chicago

Saturday’s game
Phoenix at Seattle

Schedule

Friday
MIDWEST

W. lllinois (0-1) at Indiana (1-0)
Duke (1-0) at Northwestern (1-0)
SOUTHWEST

BYU (1-0) at SMU (2-0)
Saturday

Georgetown (1- 0) at Marlst (0-0)
Georgia Tech (2-0) at Syracuse (1-0)
Bowling Green (1-0) at Penn St. (1-0)
Akron (0-1) at Rutgers (1-0)
Merrimack (0-1) at Uconn (0-1)
Lafayette (0-1) at Monmouth (NJ) (0-1)
Wagner (1-0) at Lehigh (0-1)
St. Anselm (0-0) at Sacred Heart (0-1)
New Hampshire (0-1) at Holy Cross (0-1)
Temple (0-1) at Navy (1-0)
Michigan St. (1-0) at Maryland (1-0)
Duquesne (0-1) at Boston College (1-0)
Stonehill (0-0) at Stony Brook (0-1)
Franklin Pierce (0-0) at Bryant (0-1)
Morgan St. (1-0) at Towson (0-1)
Edinboro (0-0) at Robert Morris (0-1)
Fordham (0-1) at CCSU (0-1)
Albany (NY) (1-0) at West Virginia (0-1)
Villanova (1-0) at Colgate (0-1)
Mercyhurst (1-0) at Howard (0-1)
SOUTH

Troy (0-1) at Memphls (1-0)
Army (1-0) at FAU (0-1)
Kansas St. (1- 0) at Tulane (1-0)
SC State (0-1) at The Citadel (1-0)
Campbell (0-1) at W. Carolina (0-1)
Bucknell (0-1) at VMI (0-1)
Tennessee Tech (0-1) at Georgia (1-0)
Mercer (1-0) at Bethune-Cookman (0-1)
Wofford (1-0) at Richmond (0-1)
South Carolina (1-0) at Kentucky (1-0)
Charlotte (0-1) at North Carolina (1-0)
California (1-0) at Auburn (1-0)
Jacksonville St. (0-1) at Louisville (1-0)
Virginia St. (0-0) at Norfolk St. (0-2)
Middle Tenn. (1-0) at Mississippi (1-0)
Marshall (1-0) at Virginia Tech (0-1)
Virginia-Wise (0-0) at ETSU (0-1)
(1K0<§ntucky Christian (0-0) at Morehead St.
Virginia Union (0-0) at Hampton (0-1)
East Carolina (1-0) at Old Dominion (0-1)
Elon (0-1) at NC Central (1-0)
Gardner-Webb (0-1) at James Madison

1-0
Florida A&M (2-0) at Miami (1-0)
Cent. Michigan (1-0) at FIU (0-1)
Charleston Southern (0-1) at Furman
Warner University (0-0) at Stetson (1-0)
Miles (0-0) at Alabama St. (0-1
Sam Houston St. (1-0) at UCF (1-0)
( Vg)illiam & Mary (1-0) at Coastal Carolina
1-
E. Kentucky (0-1) at W. Kentucky (0-1)
Louisiana-Lafayette (1-0) at Kennesaw
St. (0-1)
Samford (0-1) at Florida (0-1)
South Florida (1-0) at Alabama (1-0)
S. lllinois (0-1) at Austin Peay (0-1)
Winston-Salem (0-0) at NC A&T (0-1)
Catawba (0-0) at Davidson (0-1)

(ole) Louisiana (0-1) at Southern Miss.
Virginia (1-0) at Wake Forest (1-0)
Tuskegee (0-0) at Grambling St. (0-1)
Presbyterian (0-1) at Erskine (0-0)

(OPlr)airie View (0-1) at Northwestern St.

UAB (1-0) at Louisiana-Monroe (1-0)

Savannah St. (0-0) at Southern U. (0-1)

Chattanooga (0-1) at Georgla St. (0-1)

Butler (1-0) at Murray St. (0-1

Lane (0-0) at Jackson St. (0-1)

lllinois St. (0-1) at North Alabama (0-2)

Kentucky St. (0-0) at Alabama A&M (0-1)

Alcorn St. (0-1) at Vanderbilt (1-0)

Nicholls (0-1) at LSU (0-1)

NC State (1-0) vs. Tennessee (1-0) at
Charlotte, N.C.

Appalachian St. (1-0) at Clemson (0-1)

MIDWEST

Texas (1-0) at Michigan (1-0)

Rhode Island (1-0) at Minnesota (0-1)

Pittsburgh (1-0) at Cincinnati (1-0)

Missouri St. (0-1) at Ball St. (0-0)

N. lowa (1-0) at St. Thomas (Minn.) (0-1)

Valparaiso (0-1) at Youngstown St. (0-1)

St. Francis (Pa.) (0-1) at Kent St. (0-1)

Tennessee St. (1-0) at N. Dakota St. (0-1)

UMass (0-1) at Toledo (1-0)

South Dakota (1-0) at Wisconsin (1-0)

N. Illinois (1-0) at Notre Dame (1-0)

lowa St. (1-0) at lowa (1-0)

South Alabama (0-1) at Ohio (0-1)

Cent. Arkansas (0-1) at Lindenwood
(Mo.) (0-1)

Kansas (1-0) at Illinois (1-0)

Buffalo (1-0) at Missouri (1-0)

UT Martin (0-1) at SE Missouri (1-1)
(Olr11)carnate Word (1-0) at S. Dakota St.

Indiana St. (0-1) at E. Illinois (0-1)

Montana (1-0) at North Dakota (0-1)

W. Michigan (0-1) at Ohio St. (1-0)

Colorado (1-0) at Nebraska (1-0)

SOUTHWEST

Arkansas (1-0) at Oklahoma St. (1-0)
McNeese St. (1-1) at Texas A&M (0-1)
UTSA (1-0) at Texas State (1-0)

Texas Southern (1-0) at Rice (0-1)
Tlarleton St. (1-1) at Houston Christian

-1)

MVSU (0-1) at Lamar (0-1)

Tulsa (1-0) at Arkansas St. (1-0)
Sotephen F. Austin (1-0) at North Texas

Houston (0-1) at Oklahoma (1-0)
LIU Brooklyn (0-1) at TCU (1-0)
(OAlr)kansas Baptist (0-0) at Ark.-Pine Bluff
West Georgia (1-0) at Abilene Christian
1

-1)
S. Utah (0-1) at UTEP (0-1)
FAR WEST

Utah Tech (0-1) at UNLV (1-0)
Baylor (1-0) at Utah (1-0)
E. Michigan (1-0) at Washington (1-0)
Idaho (0-1) at Wyoming (0-1
( C%nt Washington (0-0) at San Diego
]_.
W. Oregon (0-0) at Idaho St. (0-1)
Drake (0-0) at E. Washington (1-0)
San Jose St. (1-0) at Air Force (1-0)
Cal Poly (0-1) at Stanford (0-1)
N. Colorado (0-1) at Colorado St. (0-1)
Georgia Southern (0-1) at Nevada (1-1)
Maine (1-0) at Montana St. (2-0)
Portland St. (0-1) at Weber St. (0-1)
(OTle)xas A&M Commerce (0-1) at UC Davis
Boise St. (1-0) at Oregon (1-0)
Sacramento St. (0-1) at Fresno St. (0-1)
Texas Tech (1-0) at Washington St. (1-0)
N. Arizona (1-0) at Arizona (1-0)
Liberty (1-0) at New Mexico St. (1-0)
Mississippi St. (1-0) at Arizona St. (1-0)
Oregon St. (1-0) at San Diego St. (1-0)
Utah St. (1-0) at Southern Cal (1-0)

PRO SOCCER

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
Inter MiamiCF 18 4 5 59 62 40
Cincinnati 16 8 3 51 48 36
Columbus 14 4 7 49 52 24
New York 10 5 12 42 43 34
NYCFC 11 10 6 39 40 36
Charlotte FC 10 9 8 38 31 29
Orlando City 10 10 7 37 42 41
Toronto FC 10 15 3 33 36 50
Atlanta 812 7 31 36 38
Philadelphia 711 9 30 47 43
D.C. United 712 8 29 41 55
CF Montréal 6 12 9 27 35 58
New England 815 2 26 28 49
Chicago 6 13 8 26 33 48
Nashville 6 13 8 26 26 44

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
LA Galaxy 15 6 7 52 53 38
LAFC 14 6 5 47 48 32
Real SaltLake 13 6 8 47 53 36
Colorado 13 9 5 44 53 45
Vancouver 12 8 5 41 44 35
Portland 11 9 7 40 55 46
Houston 11 8 7 40 37 31
Seattle 11 9 7 40 37 32
Minnesota 10 11 6 36 44 45
Austin FC 911 7 34 30 38
FC Dallas 912 6 33 44 45
Sporting KC 714 6 27 44 52
St Louis City 5 10 12 27 38 51
San Jose 520 2 17 34 63

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday’s games

St Louis City at New England
Sporting Kansas City at New York
Seattle at Columbus

D.C. United at Chicago

Los Angeles FC at Houston

FC Dallas at Vancouver

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
Orlando 13 0 5 44 35 12
Washington 12 4 2 38 37 20
Kansas City 10 3 5 35 42 28
Gotham FC 10 4 4 34 21 15
North Carolina 9 8 1 28 22 19
Portland 8 7 3 27 28 25
Chicago 7 9 2 23 25 27
Bay FC 71 0 21 23 31
Angel City 6 9 3 21 20 28
Louisville 4 7 7 19 26 26
Seattle 4 9 5 17 20 30
San Diego 3 8 7 16 14 20
Utah RoyalsFC 4 11 3 15 13 30
Houston 310 5 14 12 27

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.
Friday’s game
Seattle at Angel City
Saturday’s games

Portland at Washington
Utah Royals FC at Kansas City
Louisville at Bay FC

Sunday’s games

Houston at Gotham FC
Orlando at Chicago
North Carolina at San Diego

Friday, Sept. 13

Bay FC at North Carolina
Kansas City at Orlando
Chicago at Portland

MicHAEL CoNROY/AP

Fever guard Caitlin Clark, left, drives on the Los Angeles Sparks’ Kia
Nurse on Wednesday. Indiana had clinched a playoff spot before the win.

Fever in playoffs,
hungry for more

By MicHAEL MAROT
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Indiana Fe-
ver coach Christie Sides slept
through her team’s playoff-clinch-
ing moment Tuesday night. Roo-
kie guard Caitlin Clark watched
the decisive game, then went to
bed.

For the WNBA’s top-drawing
team, the end to a seven-year
playoff drought on a night it didn’t
play seemed a little unceremo-
nious.

On Wednesday morning, the Fe-
ver’s world changed. The team
that endured seven straight losing
seasons, had won only 30 games
over the previous four years and
started this season 1-8 was the
toast of Indianapolis.

“I usually go to bed by 9:30, 10
o’clock every night, but I did set
my alarm for midnight to wake up
and I actually just turned it off.
Didn’t even look,” Sides said. “So
this morning, I woke up to some
really awesome text messages.”

Losses by Chicago and Atlanta
gave the Fever their first postsea-
son berth since Tamika Catchings
retired in 2016, even if Sides want-
ed just one of those teams to win so
the Fever could clinch it on their
home court in front of another
near-capacity crowd.

Still, nobody was all that upset,
and the fans still had plenty to cele-
brate Wednesday night when Indi-
anabeat Los Angeles 93-86 behind
atriple-double from Clark, who al-
so became the fastest player in
WNBA history to reach 100 3-
pointers in a season (she now has
102).

During pregame warmups,
beaming smiles could be found on
faces all around — Clark, the for-
mer Iowa star who has taken wom-
en’s basketball to unprecedented
heights; Kelsey Mitchell, the sev-
en-year veteran who will finally
get her first taste of playoff basket-
ball; and especially Sides, who on
Wednesday was named WNBA
coach of the month, a first for the
Fever.

While this was the goal from the
moment Indiana drafted Clark
with the No. 1 overall in pick, it was
never a gimme.

“Definitely, cool,” said Clark,
who swept the league’s monthly
honors for player and rookie of the
month. “It doesn’t even have to
come down to the wire for us,and I
think that’s special. Like you can
just relax and play basketball and
have a lot of fun. Yeah, we accom-
plished that, but there’s still so
much more left on the table.”

It’s not just Clark who realizes
what’s possible.

Guard Erica Wheeler appeared
in four playoff games during her
firsttwo WNBA seasons and it took
her eight more to make it back. It’s
been so long, the playoff format
has changed, as has her role —
playing behind Clark.

But as one of four Fever players
with postseason experience, she
can bring some important per-
spective.

“The job is not done,” Wheeler
said. “We still have six, seven
more games and we can’t think
ahead like that. Me being a vet, I
know that for a fact. So for me, it’s
not time to think about the
playoffs. You've got seven games
left.”

Just three months ago, the post-
season appeared unlikely.

A brutal early schedule coupled
with Clark starting her pro career
just five weeks after completing a
39-game college schedule contrib-
uted to Indiana’s early woes. The
Olympic break gave Clark amuch-
needed breather and a young team
time to figure out how to jell.

Indianais aleague-best9-2inits
past 11 games and since June 1 has
victories over each of the league’s
top three teams — New York, Min-
nesota and Connecticut.

“We were able to keep it togeth-
er and they focused on the things
we kept talking about — creating
good habits, relentless effort, to-
getherness and toughness,” Sides
said. “We focused on those things
and that’s what mattered.”
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MLB

Gubs throw combin

- DOTRE

By GAVIN DORSEY
Associated Press

CHICAGO — Shota Imanaga
wasn’t disappointed when he was
removed after seven hitless in-
nings and 95 pitches.

“He actually didn’t know he had
a no-hitter going at all,” Chicago
Cubs manager Counsell said.

Nate Pearson and Porter Hodge
each followed with a perfect in-
ning to finish a 12-0 victory over
the Pittsburgh Pirates on Wednes-
day night, the Cubs’ first no-hitter
at Wrigley Field since 1972.

“That’s 100% about taking care
of Shota and making sure we’re
doing the right thing for him,”
Counsell said. “It’s not fun to do,
but when you’re prioritizing the
player’s health and you don’t
know what’s going to happen mov-
ing forward, we want him to stay
healthy.”

Imanaga (12-3) struck out seven
and walked two, throwing 66
pitches for strikes.

A 3l-year-old left-hander in his
first season with the Cubs after
pitching in Japan for eight seasons,
Imanaga has not gotten an out in
the eighth inning this season and
has thrown a high of 103 pitches.

ed no-hitter

CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP

Chicago Cubs pitchers Shota Imanaga, left, and Porter Hodge shake hands after Imanaga, Hodge and Nate
Pearson combined for a no-hitter against the Pittsburgh Pirates in the team’s 12-0 win Wednesday in Chicago.

He needed 2S pitches to get
through the second inning. He
complimented catcher Miguel
Amaya, who posed for photos with
the three pitchers after the final
out.

“Miggy studies the hitters, and
there were a few occasions today
where there was a specific pitch I
wanted to throw, Miggy had a dif-
ferent sign, and I just trusted him
and it worked out,” Imanaga said
through an interpreter. “I can’t
thank him enough.”

“The way he works, the pres-
ence, the confidence that he shows
up there, every pitch is with inten-
tion,” Amaya said. “He’s a grind-

Chicago’s previous no-hitter
was by Zach Davies, Ryan Tepera,
Andrew Chafin and Craig Kim-
brel at Dodger Stadium on June
24,2021. The Cubs had not pitched
a no-hitter at Wrigley Field since
Milt Pappas against San Diego on
Sept. 2, 1972 — Pappas was one
pitch from a perfect game when
Bruce Froemming called ball four
on a full-count pitch to Larry
Stahl. Garry Jestadt then popped
out.

Chicago ended a streak of 4,147
regular and postseason games at
Wrigley Field without a no-hitter,
the second-longest for a team in a
single ballpark behind Pittsburgh,

never had a no-hitter in 4,773
games at Forbes Field from 1909-
70.

Cubs players celebrated when
shortstop Dansby Swanson threw
to first baseman Michael Busch
for the final out on Oneil Cruz’s
grounder, but were more muted
than during celebrations after in-
dividual no-hitters.

Swanson insisted on staying in
the game despite the blowout.

“He goes about his work the
same every day, whether he’s had
a good outing or a bad outing,”
Swanson said on Imanaga. “He’s
always wanting to get better. He’s
always doing the routine that he

out again in five days and be able
to pitch well. He’s always pre-
pared. He has his own way of do-
ing things and takes full pride and
responsibility to do that.”

This was the fourth no-hitter
this season after complete-game
efforts by Houston’s Ronel Blanco
against Toronto on April 1, San
Francisco’s Blake Snell at Cincin-
nation April 2 and San Diego’s Dy-
lan Cease at Washington on July
25.

Nico Hoerner, Pete Crow-Arm-
strong and Swanson each had
three of Chicago’s 17 hits, with
Swanson and Crow-Armstrong
both finishing a triple shy of the

er »

according to Opta. The Pirates

needs to do to be able to go back

cycle.

Yanks look ahead instead of focusing on rut

By ScHUYLER DixoN
Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas — Aaron Judge hasn’t
homered in nine straight games for the first
time this season, and the New York Yankees are
under .500 over the equivalent of half a season.

Never mind that Judge leads the major
leagues with S1 home runs or the Yankees are
just a half-game behind Baltimore for the AL
Eastlead and the AL’s best record.

“Nobody’s going to feel sorry for us,” manag-
er Aaron Boone said. “I’m sure a lot of people
out there are rooting against us. We’ve got to
have that us-against-the-world, go take this
thing, go take this position, go take this playoff
opportunity. It’s all there for us. We’ve got to do
it.”

In a 10-6 loss at the Texas Rangers on
Wednesday night that gave the Yankees their
third consecutive series loss, New York was
within inches of cutting a ninth-inning deficit
from eight runs to one.

Wyatt Langford made a leaping, game-end-

ing catch at the top of wall in
left field on a 104 mph liner
from Giancarlo Stanton with
two runners on after Trent
Grisham’s two-out grand
slam. This was a night after
the Texas rookie’s game-end-
ing slam in a 7-4 Rangers vic-
tory.

Judge and Juan Soto had left the game in the
eighth inning because of the 10-2 deficit, so
Judge was already assured of his ninth consec-
utive game without going deep — he had a pair
of eight-game stretches earlier this season.

“Just don’t think about it, try not to hear those
kinds of things,” said Judge, who was 6 of 34
with two doubles over the three series losses. “1
think I heard it early in the year, too, but there’s
nothing I can do about that. I'm not trying to hit
homers.”

The Yankees are currently without a specific
closer after two-time All-Star Clay Holmes
gave up Langford’s drive with New York on the
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Judge

cusp of a series victory in the middle game
againstthe Rangers— Holmes’ bigleague-high
11th blown save.

Boone says there are several options, includ-
ing Holmes, for the next save opportunity in
whathe called a short-term situation. Those an-
swers won’t come until Friday at the earliest, at
the Chicago Cubs.

New York’s 40-41 record goes back to June 1,
when it started that day 40-19. Even back then,
though, the Yankees were only two games
ahead of the Orioles.

AL Central-leading Cleveland (80-60) is also
in the mix for the AL’s best record, tied with
New York and a half-game behind Baltimore
(81-60).

“We are right there with every opportunity to
reach our hopes and dreams. And that’s be-
cause of the season we’ve had as a whole,”
Boone said. “We’ve put ourselves in position to
go grab this thing. But if we want to go grab it,
we’ve got to play our best ball and put our best
foot forward with 22 to go.”

Scoreboard

American League
East Division
W L Pct GB

Baltimore 81 60 .574 —
New York 80 60 .571 V2
Boston 70 70 .500 10%2
Tampa Bay 69 70 .496 11
Toronto 67 74 475 14

Central Division

Cleveland 80 60 .571 -
Minnesota 75 64 540 4%
Kansas City 76 65 .539 4%
Detroit 70 70 .500 10
Chicago 32 109 .227 48%»

West Division
w L Pct GB

Houston 75 64 .540 -
Seattle 70 70 .500 5%2
Texas 67 73 479 8%
Oakland 61 79 436 14
Los Angeles 58 81 .417 17

National League
East Division
W L Pct GB

Philadelphia 83 56 .597 -
Atlanta 76 63 .547 7
New York 76 64 543 T
Washington 62 77 .446 21
Miami 52 87 .374 31

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Milwaukee 81 59 .579 —
Chicago 72 68 .514 9
St. Louis 71 69 .507 10
Cincinnati 67 73 .479 14
Pittsburgh 65 74 .468 15%2

West Division
w L Pct GB

Los Angeles 84 56 .600 -
San Diego 80 61 .567 4%
Arizona 79 61 .564 5
San Francisco 68 72 .486 16
Colorado 51 89 .364 33

Wednesday’s games

Chicac?o Cubs 12, Pittsburgh 0
Philadelphia 4, Toronto 2

Chicago White Sox 8, Baltimore 1
Cincinnati 12, Houston 5

Miami 4, Washington 3, 10 innings
Tampa Bay 9, Minnesota 4

N.Y. Mets 8, Boston 3

Atlanta 5, Colorado 2

Kansas City 4, Cleveland 1

St. Louis 3, Milwaukee 2, 10 innings
Texas 10, N.Y. Yankees 6

L.A. Angels 10, L.A. Dodgers 1

San Diego 6, Detroit 5, 10 innings
Seattle 16, Oakland 3

Arizona 6, San Francisco 4

Thursday’s games

Houston at Cincinnati

Minnesota at Tampa Bay

Seattle at Oaklan

Arizona at San Francisco

Philadelphia at Miami

Washington at Pittsburgh

Colorado at Atlanta

L.A. Angels at Texas

Detroit at San Diego
Friday’s games

N.Y. Yankees (Gil 12-6) at Chicago Cubs
(Wicks 2-2)

Colorado (Feltner 1-10) at Milwaukee
(Montas 6-9)
i V\éaf)hington (Herz2-7) at Pittsburgh (Or-

iz 6-

Tampa Bay (Baz 2-2) at Baltimore (TBD)

Philadelphia (Wheeler 13-6) at Miami
(Cabrera 3-6)
11Csir)'ncinnati (TBD) at N.Y. Mets (Manaea

Chicago White Sox (Martin 0-3) at Bos-
ton (Pivetta 5-10)

Toronto (Gausman 12-10) at Atlanta
(Fried 8-8)

L.A. Angels (Aldegheri 0-1) at Texas

TBD
3AGr)izona (Pfaadt 9-7) at Houston (Valdez
13-

Minnesota (Matthews 1-2) at Kansas
City (Ragans 10-9) .
Seattle (Miller 10-8) at St. Louis (Fedde

8-8)

; 9Detroit(skubal 16-4) at Oakland (Spence

lngln Francisco (TBD) at San Diego (King
Cleveland (Boyd 1-1) at L.A. Dodgers

(TBD)

This day in baseball

Sept. 6

1995 — Cal Ripken Jr. plays in his 2,131st
consecutive major_league game to sur-
pass Lou Gehrig’s 56-year record. Ripken
receives a 22-minute standing ovation
and later hits a homer in the Baltimore
Orioles’ 4-2 win over the California Angels.

1996 — The Baltimore Orioles’ Eddie
Murray hits his 500th career home run.
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US OPEN/AUTO RACING

EbpuarDO Munoz ALVAREZ/AP

Jessica Pegula, of the United States, returns a shot against Iga Swiatek, of Poland, in U.S. Open quarterfinals
on Wednesday in New York. Pegula advanced to a Grand Slam semifinal for the first time in her career.

Pegula upsets No. 1 Swiatek
for first Grand Slam semis

By Howarp FENDRICH
Associated Press

NEW YORK — The questions
wouldn’t stop for Jessica Pegula:
Why was she 0-6 in Grand Slam
quarterfinals heading into her
U.S. Open matchup against No. 1
Iga Swiatek? What could Pegula
do to change that?

They came up during her on-
court interview after winning in
the previous round. And again at
the news conference that fol-
lowed. And again during a brief
TV interview right before striding
onto the court at Arthur Ashe Sta-
dium on Wednesday night.

If that all weighed on Pegula,
the 30-year-old American hid it
well, pulling off a big upset by eas-
ily beating Swiatek 6-2, 6-4 at
Flushing Meadows and earning a
debut trip to the semifinals at a
major.

“There have been so many
freaking times, and I just kept los-
ing,” said Pegula, who has won 14
of her past 15 matches, all on hard
courts. “I know everyone Kkeeps
asking me aboutit, but I waslike, ‘I
don’t know what else to do. I just
need to get there again and, like,
win the match.” So thank God I was
able to do it. And finally — finally!
— I can say, ‘Semifinalist.””

She will face unseeded Karolina
Muchova of the Czech Republic on
Thursday for a berth in the final.

Muchova, the runner-up to
Swiatek at the 2023 French Open,
made it to the final four in New
York for the second consecutive
year with a 6-1, 6-4 victory over
No. 22 seed Beatriz Haddad Maia
earlier Wednesday. Shortly after
losing to Coco Gauff in last year’s
semifinals, Muchova had surgery
on her right wrist, then was off the
tour for about 10 months until re-
turning this June.

That was the latest in a series of
injuries for Muchova, who called
it “one of the worst ones that I
had.”

“Doesn’t seem to matter how
many matches she’s really gotten
in, she seems to have good results
no matter what. It’s cool to kind of
see her back, because I think she’s
really great for the game and the
way she plays is really fun,” said
the No. 6-seeded Pegula, who de-
feated Muchova at the Cincinnati
Open last month. “She’s good, so
talented, so skilled as a tennis
player. Like, so complete. Doesn’t
have a ton of weaknesses.”

The other women’s match
Thursday night also featured an
American making her major semi-
final debut — No. 13 Emma Navar-
ro against No. 2 Aryna Sabalenka,
who won the past two Australian
Opentitles. Sabalenka lost to Gauff
in the 2023 final in New York,
while Navarro ended Gauff’s title

defense in the fourth round.

There are two Americans in the
men’s semifinals, too, and they’ll
face each other: No. 12 Taylor
Fritz takes on No. 20 Frances Tia-
foe on Friday.

This is the first time since the
2003 U.S. Open that multiple
Americans reached both the wom-
en’s and the men’s semis.

The other men’s semifinal will
be No. 1 Jannik Sinner against No.
25 Jack Draper. Sinner defeated
2021 champion Daniil Medvedev
6-2, 1-6, 6-1, 6-4 on Wednesday
night to reach the final four at
Flushing Meadows for the first
time. Draper eliminated Alex de
Minaur in straight sets.

The lopsided nature of Pegula’s
win was surprising, but she did not
think this day would never arrive.

“I knew I could do it,” she said.
“I just had to go out and execute
my game and not get frustrated.”

Swiatek served poorly in the
first set and her forehand was are-
al problem, with 22 of her 41 un-
forced errors coming on that side.
Pegula made only 22 unforced er-
rors in all and used terrific de-
fense to keep forcing Swiatek to hit
an extra shot.

“It’s never easy to play against
Jess. She has a tricky ball because
it’s pretty low and pretty flat,”
Swiatek said. “I just made too
many mistakes.”

Playoft surprises
unlikely as power
programs dominate

By PETE IACOBELLI
Associated Press

DARLINGTON, S.C. — NAS-
CAR’sregularseason finished with
a pair of surprises in winless driv-
ers Harrison Burton and Chase
Briscoe pulling off unexpected vic-
tories at Daytona and Darlington.

Don’t look for more stunners
when the playoffs start next week
and NASCAR’s power programs,
Hendrick Motorsports, Joe Gibbs
Racing and Team Penske, dom-
inate the grid with 11 of the 16 driv-
ers who will chase the champion-
ship next Sunday in Atlanta.

Throw in Burton and owner
Wood Brothers’ connection with
Penske, and 75% of the field has
blue-blood connections to re-
search, equipment and advanced
technology that give their racers
most everything they need to suc-
ceed.

“Imean, the way I look at itis we
got nothing to lose, right?” Briscoe
said after his dramatic, late, three-
wide pass to win the Southern S00.
“If you can win at Darlington, you
can win anywhere on the sched-
ule.”

Briscoe gave soon-to-be-shut-
tered Stewart-Haas Racing, once a
power program with champion-
ships from Tony Stewart in 2011
and Kevin Harvick in 2014, a final
chance to add to that legacy when
he passed Kyle Larson and Ross
Chastain for the lead, then outran
Kyle Busch at the end.

History says it won’t be easy for
Briscoe and others non-power
players to celebrate in Phoenix
when the championship will be
awarded in two months.

Drivers from Hendrick Motor-
sports,JGR and Team Penske have
won the past 10 titles.

Hendrick’s lineup features past
champions Larson and Chase El-
liott along with William Byron and
Alex Bowman.

“You work hard all year long to
get stage wins, to get race wins to

Mobil i

position yourself in the playoffs,”
said Larson, the 2021 Cup Series
champion who will open as the top
seedin Atlanta. “Justkeep on doing
what we’re doing. Our cars have
been fast. Keep it up and hopefully,
we can advance on through.”

All four Gibbs drivers reached
the playoffs, with Joe Gibbs’ grand-
son, Ty Gibbs, earning his first
playoff berth and 2017 series
champ Martin Truex Jr. holding on
to the 16th and final spot despite an
early wreck that knocked him out
of the Southern S00 when his
playoff fate was very much in
doubt.

Christopher Bell and Denny
Hamlin each won three times this
year.

Penske enters with the past two
reigning champions in Joey Loga-
no in 2022 and Ryan Blaney last
year. Austin Cindric won his way
into the field in June at World Wide
Technology Raceway outside of St.
Louis.

Blaney is ready to run it back,
even though his Southern S00 was
cut short when he was taken out
early in the wreck with Truex, who
took all the blame for the miscue.

The rest of the field includes
23X1I Racing’s Tyler Reddick, who
won the regular-season champion-
ship by a point over Larson; Brad
Keselowski of Roush Fenway Ke-
selowski Racing, who won the se-
riestitlein 2012; and Daniel Suarez,
who runs for Trackhouse Racing.

Bring it on, says Briscoe, ener-
gized that he and Stewart-Haas
have something to race for before
the garage is shut for good. If he
comes up short, Briscoe likely has
more chances down the road since
he’s headed to JGR next season to
replace Truex, whoisretiring after
the playoffs.

“We just got to go” and compete,
Briscoe said of this playoff run. “If
we do what we did (at Darlington),
we can beat anybody. It’s just a
matter of putting it all together.”

II‘II.III-'

LANE

MaTT KELLEY/AP

Chase Briscoe celebrates in Victory Lane after winning a NASCAR
Cup Series race at Darlington Raceway on Sunday in Darlington, S.C.
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INSIDE THE NUMBERS

Rookie (Bs Nix,
Williams, Daniels
will start Week 1

By Josa DuBow
Associated Press
he days of rookie quar-
terbacks waiting their
turns before taking over
teams is long gone. For
the third time in four years, there
will be three rookie quarterbacks
starting the season opener.

No. 1 draft pick Caleb Williams
got the nod for Chicago, No. 2 pick
Jayden Daniels for Washington
and No. 12 pick Bo Nix for Denver,
meaning half of the record-tying
six QBs selected in the first round
in April became immediate start-
ers.

That follows Trevor Lawrence,
Zach Wilson and Mac Jones in
2021, and Bryce Young, C.J.
Stroud and Anthony Richardson
last season as years with three roo-
kie QBs starting in Week 1. It hap-
pened only once before since the
1970 merger, with five rookie
quarterbacks starting the season
opener in 2012.

After this week, 32 of the SS roo-
kie quarterbacks to start the open-
er will have done it in the past 19
seasons, with only 23 doing it in
the first 38 years following the
AFL-NFL merger.

The rookie QBs have a 16-35-1
record in openers, including a 0-
7-1 mark the past five seasons. The
last rookie QB to win a Week 1
start was Sam Darnold for the
New York Jets against Detroit in
2018.

Williams will try to become the
first No. 1 overall quarterback
pick to win a season opener as a
rookie since David Carr did it for
the expansion Houston Texans in
2002 against Dallas. No. 1 pick
QBsare 0-8-1in Week 1 since then,
with Kyler Murray getting the tie
for Arizona in 2019.

The only other No. 1 pick QBs to
win an opener as a rookie were

Games on AFN

Jim Plunkett for New England in
1971 and John Elway for Denver in
1983.

Williams will also aim this sea-
son to give the Bears something
the franchise has never had in its
storied history — a 4,000-yard
passer.

Chicago is the only franchise
without a player to throw for at
least 4,000 yards in a season. Erik
Kramer’s 3,838 yards in 1995
stand as the Bears’ single-season
record.

Twenty-eight of the other teams
have had at least one 4,000-yard
passer in the past 13 seasons as the
17th game and a pass-happy era
have made reaching that mile-
stone more routine. Of the 227
4,000-yard seasons in history, 189
(more than 83%) have come since
2000.

Douc URY/AP
Jayden Daniels is set to be the
eighth different Week 1 starting
quarterback for the Washington
Commanders in as many seasons.

AnDY NELSON/AP

Caleb Williams, left, and Bo Nix met at a USC-Oregon game Nov. 11. Less than a year later, both
quarterbacks are now NFL starters for the Chicago Bears and Denver Broncos, respectively.

The only other franchises with-
out a 4,000-yard passer since 2011
are the Titans, who last did it in
1991 with Warren Moon when they
were known as the Houston Oil-
ers, the Browns (Brian Sipe, 1980)
and the Jets (Joe Namath, 1967).

Revolving door

Daniels will be the eighth differ-
ent Week 1 starting QB for Wash-
ington in the past eight seasons,
setting a record for the Super
Bowl era.

Indianapolis’ streak of seven
Week 1 starters in seven seasons
will end with Richardson set to get
the nod for a second straight year.
The Commanders hope Daniels
will bring an end to their streak
that started with Kirk Cousins in
2017, followed by Alex Smith,
Case Keenum, Dwayne Haskins,
Ryan Fitzpatrick, Carson Wentz
and Sam Howell.

The only other teams to do it
seven years in a row were Cleve-
land (2013-19), Baltimore (1997-
2003) and the Chargers (1987-93).

Week 1 fixtures

Matthew Stafford has never sat
out an opener in his career and is
scheduled to make his 16th Week 1
start in 16 seasons when the Los
Angeles Rams face Detroit on
Sunday night.

The only other QB to start the
opener in his first 16 seasons since

starts began being tracked in 1950
was John Elway. Only two other
QBs made more than 16 straight
starts in openers at any point in
their career, with Brett Favre do-
ing it 18 straight years from 1993-
2010 and Fran Tarkenton for 17
straight years from 1962-78.

Russell Wilson is set to make his
13th straight Week 1 start when
Pittsburgh plays Atlanta, which
would tie Peyton Manning and
Warren Moon for the fifth-longest
streak.

Division doings

Teams going from last to first in
the division are far from rare in
the NFL. Houston pulled off the
feat last season, marking the 19th
time in the past 21 seasons that at
least one team did it.

The teams looking to go from
the worst record in a division to
champion this season are New
England, Cincinnati, Tennessee,
the Chargers, Washington, Caroli-
na, Arizona, Minnesota and Chica-
go.
Kansas City heads into the sea-
son having won eight straight AFC
West titles — three shy of the rec-
ord set by New England from
2009-19. The only other teams to
repeat as division champs headed
into this season are Buffalo (four
straight), Tampa Bay (three
straight) and San Francisco (two
straight).

The NFC East hasn’t had a re-
peat division champion in two
decades, with Philadelphia the
last to do it from 2001-04. Dallas
will try to end that streak this sea-
son after finishing first a year ago.

Opening thoughts

Coach Jim Harbaugh is back in
the NFL with the Los Angeles
Chargers after a nine-year stint in
college at Michigan, capped by a
national championship last sea-
son.
Harbaugh’s .69S winning per-
centage in four seasons with San
Francisco from 2011-14 ranks sec-
ond-best to John Madden among
the 163 coaches with at least SO
games since the merger. Har-
baugh will try to join Jimmy John-
son, Barry Switzer and Pete Car-
roll as the only coaches to win both
a Super Bowl and a college cham-
pionship; he lost the NFL title
game to his brother John’s Ravens
following the 2012 season.

Harbaugh is 4-0 in season open-
ers and can tie Raymond Berry as
the only coaches to be 5-0 or better
in season openers. Berry won all
five in New England from 1985-89.

As for current streaks, the
Saints come into the year having
won five straight openers for the
longest active run. Tennessee and
New England have both lost three
straight openers for the longest
current droughts.

Tennessee Titans
at Chicago Bears
AFN-Sports2
7 p.m. Sunday CET
2 a.m. Monday JKT

Arizona Cardinals
at Buffalo Bills
AFN-Atlantic
7 p.m. Sunday CET
2 a.m. Monday JKT

Jacksonville Jaguars
at Miami Dolphins
AFN-Sports
7 p.m. Sunday CET
2 a.m. Monday JKT

Las Vegas Raiders
at Los Angeles Chargers
AFN-Sports
10 p.m. Sunday CET
5 a.m. Monday JKT

Denver Broncos
at Seattle Seahawks
AFN-Atlantic
10 p.m. Sunday CET
5 a.m. Monday JKT
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American Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 0 0 O .000 0 0
Miami 0 0 O .000 0 0
N.Y. Jets 0 0 O .000 0 0
New England 0 0 0 .000 0 0
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Houston 0 0 O .000 0 0
Indianapolis 0O 0 0 .000 0 O
Jacksonville 0O 0 0.000 O0 O
Tennessee 0 0 0 .000 0 0
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 0 0 0 .00 O0 O
Cincinnati 0 0 O .000 0 0
Cleveland 0O 0 0.000 O0 O
Pittsburgh 0 0 0 .000 0 0
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Denver 0 0 O .000 0 0
Kansas City 0 0 O .000 0 0
L.A. Chargers 0 0 O .000 0 0
Las Vegas 0 0 0 .000 0 0
National Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Dallas 0 0 0 .000 0 0
N.Y. Giants 0 0 O .000 0 0
Philadelphia 0 0 O .000 0 0
Washington 0 0 0 .000 0 0
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Atlanta 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Carolina 0 0 0.000 O0 O
New Orleans 0O 0 0.000 O0 O
Tampa Bay 0 0 0 .000 0 0
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Chicago 0 0 0 .000 0 O
Detroit 0 0 O .000 0 0
Green Bay 0 0 O .000 0 0
Minnesota 0 0 0.000 0 O
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Arizona 0O 0 0.000 O0 O
L.A. Rams 0 0 O .000 0 0
SanFrancisco 0 0 0 .000 0 O
Seattle 0 0 0 .000 0 0

Thursday’s game
Baltimore at Kansas City

Friday’s game

Green Bay vs Philadelphia at Sao Paulo,
Brazi

Sunday Sept. 8

Arizona at Buffalo
Carolina at New Orleans
Houston at Indianapolis
Jacksonville at Miami
Minnesota at N.Y. Giants
New England at Cincinnati
Pittsburgh at Atlanta
Tennessee at Chicago
Denver at Seattle

Las Vegas at L.A. Chargers
Dallas at Cleveland
Washington at Tampa Bay
L.A. Rams at Detroit

Monday, Sept. 9
N.Y. Jets at San Francisco

Thursday, Sept. 12
Buffalo at Miami

Sunday, Sept. 15

Cleveland at Jacksonville
Indianapolis at Green Bay
L.A. Chargers at Carolina
Las Vegas at Baltimore
N.Y. Giants at Washington
N.Y. Jets at Tennessee
New Orleans at Dallas
San Francisco at Minnesota
Seattle at New England
Tampa Bay at Detroit

L.A. Rams at Arizona
Cincinnati at Kansas City
Pittsburgh at Denver
Chicago at Houston

Monday, Sept. 16
Atlanta at Philadelphia

Thursday, Sept. 19
New England at N.Y. Jets

Lions host Stafford, Rams in rematch

By Dave HoGa
Associated Press

DETROIT — The Detroit Lions
know they have to put the 2023 sea-
sonbehind themand focuson 2024.

That won’t be easy.

Detroitopensthe season Sunday
night against the Los Angeles
Rams in a rematch of their wild-
card game in January — won by
the Lions for the franchise’s first
playoff victory in 40 years.

It’s another night game on na-
tional TV and another encounter
with the symbol of the pre-Dan
Campbell Lions — Matthew Staf-
ford. Booed on every play, Stafford
dominated his former team, pass-
ing for 367 yards and two touch-
downs, but Detroit escaped with a
24-23 win.

The Lionswentontobeat Tampa
Bay before blowing a big lead
against San Francisco in the NFC
championship game.

Eight months later, it is the
Rams again.

“It doesn’t get any better than
this —it really doesn’t,” Campbell
said Monday. “The hardest thingis
that we’ve still got seven daysto go,
but I’'m excited, the staff is excited
and so are the players, and I know
our fans are ready toroll.”

Last time, a lot of fans talked
about their respect for Stafford —
the best quarterback in franchise
history — and insisted they were
only booing him because of the
magnitude of the situation. The
idea was the Rams would come to
Detroit for a regular-season game
and he would get the kind of re-
sponse former Tigers pitcher Jus-
tin Verlander gets when he comes
back to Comerica Park.

That’s probably not going to hap-

N
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Rick OsenToski/AP
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Rams quarterback Matthew Stafford threw for 367 yards and two touchdowns against the Lions in the
NFC wild-card playoffs in Detroit in January. Stafford visits his former team again on Sunday night.

@A

Los Angeles Rams
at Detroit Lions
AFN-Sports
2:20 a.m. Monday CET
9:20 a.m. Monday JKT

pen Sunday night in Week 1; he’s
still the player they have to stop.
Rams coach Sean McVay “al-
tered a little bit of how they tradi-
tionally played last year — they
have a little bit more of a downhill

approach,” said Campbell, who is
beginning his fourth season as Li-
ons coach. “That got some hits off
Stafford and let him do what he
does best, which is a winning reci-
pe. We absolutely need to be
beefed up and ready to go up
front.”

The good news for the Lions is
the Rams don’t have a Hall of Fam-
er in the middle of their defense
anymore. Aaron Donald’s retire-
ment at 32 ends a lot of sleepless
nights for offensive coordinators.

“You always needed to account
for him, youneeded toknow where
hewasatalltimes,” Campbell said.
“You were shifting and motioning
justforhim,and youare damnnear
doing it every play, plus you are
trying to chip on one side so the

tackle could help the guard so the
guard could help the center with
Donald.

“It’s nice not to have to worry
abouthim.”

The Lions have never played in
the Super Bowl, but Campbellisup
front about Sunday being the next
step in achieving that goal.

“Talking about it doesn’t matter
now,” he said. “The first step is
winning the division, and once you
do that, it is about seeding. You
want to be the three seed or the two
or even the one seed? You have to
start winning the head-to-head
games, and this is an NFC oppo-
nent who could win the West.

“That’s a long way down the
road, but this is when you start set-
tingitup.”

Overcoming CB injuries not new for Cowboys

By ScHUYLER DixoN
Associated Press

FRISCO, Texas — Caelen Car-
sonisnextinline in a third consec-
utive season of the Dallas Cowboys
having to fill in for a significant in-
jury at cornerback.

Ifthe name isn’t familiar, recent
history says it could be soon.

Dallas was without nickel cor-
nerback Jourdan Lewis for most of
2022, when DaRon Bland emerged
as a rookie and set the stage for a
record-setting 2023 after Trevon
Diggs went down with a knee inju-
ry.

Carson is expected to start the
openerat Cleveland on Sunday asa
rookie fifth-round pick because
Bland, who set an NFL record with
fiveinterceptionreturns fortouch-
downs last season, is sidelined at
least the first four games following
surgery for a stress fracture in his
foot.

Bland was arookie fifth-rounder
when he led Dallas with five inter-
ceptions two years ago.

“We’ve seen guys step in and be-

come, I don’twanttosayhousehold
names, because we don’t care
about that,” safety Malik Hooker
said. “There’s guys that built their
confidence up, not only within
themselves, but with the organiza-
tion and our team, with going out
there and stepping in there and
making plays.”

The Cowboys lead the NFL with
S9 interceptions since the start of
2021, when Diggs was an All-Pro
after tying the franchise record
with an 11-pick season. Dallas has
been al2-Splayoffteam each year.

Diggs was in his second year
when he led the NFL in intercep-
tions, just as Bland was last season
whenhehad aleague-leadingnine.

Not exactly the numbers to ex-
pect with a starting corner missing
at least 10 games because of an in-
jury.

“I don’t even think it’s circle the
wagons,” Lewis said. “I feel like
the productionisstill there regard-
less of whoever’s out. Trevon was
out, (Bland) stepped up. We’re al-
ways going to turn the ball over. I

Dallas Cowboys at
Cleveland Browns
AFN-Sports2
10:25 p.m. Sunday CET
5:25 a.m. Monday JKT

feel like that’s a staple of what we
do.”

Lewis broke his foot two years
ago, an injury so complex there
were questions of whether he
would play again. It turned out to
be a good thing he did when Diggs
tore aknee ligament in practice af-
ter just two games last season.

Bland was complaining of dis-
comfort during training camp this
summer, and the team announced
his injury the day of the preseason
finale. By then, Carsonhad already

emerged with his work in the off-
season and in California.

“He has a quiet confidence
about himself,” coach Mike
McCarthysaid. “Sincehe’sarrived
here, I haven’t seen himreally take
astep backward. He competes, ve-
ry instinctive, very aware.”

“I just feel like nothing chang-
es,” Carson said. “More people,
andit’sontelevision. Butattheend
of the day, you’ve been doing this
since you were S years old.”

Thelesson of Bland is something
the Cowboys can teach to Carson,
and others.

“I'think it’s definitely something
you can point to,” McCarthy said.
“And I think anytime you have a
situation that occurs and you can
point internally to how you’ve han-
dled it, that’s part of that five-year
growth that I'm talking about.”

OrinCarson’scase,atestof first-
year growth.

“It’s an opportunity of a life-
time,” he said. “You wait for this
momentasachild,andithappened
to be my first game.”
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Notre Dame leans
on (B Leonard as
experienced leader

By Curt RALLO
Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Notre
Dame quarterback Riley Leonard
showed his teammates what he
was all about with an early scram-
ble and a subsequent slide that
drew a first-quarter targeting
penalty on Texas A&M defensive
back Dalton Brooks last weekend.

Leonard got up, dusted himself
off and went right back to work —
a business-as-usual moment that
struck a chord on the Fighting
Irish sideline.

“Taking a hit like he did, the tar-
geting penalty, a lot of people
would have been shaken up by
that,” wide receiver Beaux Col-
lins said. “They would have been
rattled and thrown off. I felt he
was poised the whole game. I
didn’t see any type of worry, no
type of doubt in his eyes.”

Neither did anyone else, which
was a key reason coach Marcus
Freeman pursued Leonard when
he entered the transfer portal.

That decision is already paying
dividends at Notre Dame, which
moved up two spots to No. S in the
AP Top 25 after a 23-13 victory
over the then-No. 20 Aggies. Leo-
nard threw 18 of 30 for 158 yards
and ran 12 times for 63 yards.

On Saturday, he gets to do it all
over again when the Irish (1-0)
face Mid-American Conference
opponent Northern Illinois (1-0).
And after being a two-year starter
at Duke, the veteran doesn’t ex-
pect any butterflies when he plays
in one of college football’s most
revered venues — Notre Dame
Stadium.

“As the game builds up, I be-
come more and more emotionless,
because I'm more confident,” Le-
onard said. “Nerves come with
lack of preparation. Everybody
that comes to Notre Dame has a
goal and a legitimate chance to go
to the NFL. Everybody here is
like, ‘Hey, can we watch film; hey,
what do you think about this?’”

Games on AFN

@

Northern Illinois (1-0)
at No. 5 Notre Dame (1-0)
AFN-Sports
9:30 p.m. Saturday CET
4:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

The 6-foot-4, 216-pound former
Alabama prep star certainly
knows about the mystique of Irish
football, everything from Knute
Rockne to “Rudy.” And he was
part of a new chapter last season
when he suffered a high sprain of
his right ankle late in Duke’s 21-14
loss to Notre Dame.

Irish quarterback Sam Hart-
man, who played previously at
Wake Forest, waited outside the
injury tent after the game ended
to check on Leonard. Leonard
emerged on crutches, and the two
briefly chatted.

Whether that influenced Leo-
nard’s eventual decision to join
the Irish this season isn’t clear.
Leonard has said he chose Notre
Dame because of the camaraderie
he found among the players. The
last few months have only con-
firmed his initial impression.

“We’ll be sitting in the locker
room drawing up plays,” Leonard
said. “When you see somebody in
the facility late at night, watching
film, that’s just going to drive you
to go later than him and watch
more film than him. That’s the at-
mosphere and the culture here.”

It shows with the dual-threat
quarterback’s unusual leadership
style.

“He’s kind of like a chill dude at
all times throughout the game,”
Collins said. “I didn’t know what
to expect from him. He’s definite-
ly the leader that we needed.”
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Sam CrAFT/AP

Notre Dame quarterback Riley Leonard looks to pass against Texas
A&M during the first quarter Aug. 31 in College Station, Texas.

Leonard brings an experienced
hand, too.

He was 250 of 392 passing with
2,967 yards, 20 TDs and six inter-
ceptions during his first season as
Duke’s starter but was limited by
injuries last season. He threw 95
of 165 for 1,102 yards and three
TDs while rushing 124 times for
699 yards and 13 scores before a
season-ending left toe injury in
late October.

But it’s not just what he does on
the field that makes him special.

His penchant for learning has
helped him thrive in Notre
Dame’s offensive system and lead
the team in front of a rocking, rau-
cous 107,000 fans at Texas A&M,
too.

“He picks things up fast,” Notre

Dame offensive coordinator Mike
Denbrock said. “I think he’s a guy
who seeks details. He wants de-
tailed information. He wants de-
tailed feedback, whether that’s
positive or negative, so he can go
and learn as a player.”

But as gritty as Leonard’s start
was last weekend, his finishing
kick also turned heads around
South Bend, giving the Irish and
their fans a glimpse of how prom-
ising this season could be with Le-
onard behind center.

“To finish the fourth quarter
with an eight-play, 85-yard TD
drive that was the difference,”
Freeman said. “That’s really the
moment where we were able to
say: ‘We have this. We’ve got the
game.””

With Mertz
out, Florida
hands ball

to Lagway

By Mark LoNG
Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Florida
expects to be without quarterback
Graham Mertz against lower-divi-
sion Samford on Saturday night,
opening the door for highly touted
freshman DJ
Lagway to make
his first career
start.

Mertz was
knocked out of
last week’s 41-17
home loss to No.
19 Miami in the
third quarter with
a concussion. Coach Billy Napier
said Mertz missed a third consecu-
tive practice Wednesday and is un-
likely to be cleared in time to play
against the Bulldogs.

“He’s doing better, but he’s not
quite there yet,” Napier said. “So as
of now, DJ will start the game.”

Mertz, a former Wisconsin start-
er, had his worst game in two sea-
sons with the Gators. He completed
11 of 20 passes for 91 yards and anin-
terception.

Lagway led the Gators to a touch-
down and threw an interception in
three series of work. He also ran for
20yards.Now he could get the entire
game to gain experience and possi-
bly earn more playing time the rest
of the season.

“I want to see clean football,” Na-
pier said. “I want to see him lead the
team, execute our offense, be the
point guard, distribute the ball, take
what the defense gives you, throw
completions, create explosives when
presented opportunities, be a great
communicator, respond to success
and adversity throughout the game
and ultimately prepare in a way that
reflects the vision for what you want
to accomplish on Saturday.”

Lagway was a five-star prospect
from Willis, Texas. The 2023 Gato-
rade Player of the Year was the con-
sensus No. 1 QB in the country. He
threw for 4,604 and S8 touchdowns
asaseniorat Willis High. He alsoled
the team in rushing with 957 yards
and 16 scores.

“He’s got a good look in his eye,”
Napier said.

Lagway

Arkansas (1-0)
at No. 16 Oklahoma State (1-0)
AFN-Sports2
6 p.m. Saturday CET
1 a.m. Sunday JKT

Bowling Green (1-0)
at No. 8 Penn State (1-0)
AFN-Atlantic
6 p.m. Saturday CET
1 a.m. Sunday JKT

lowa State (1-0)
at No. 21 lowa (1-0)
AFN-Sports2
9:30 p.m. Saturday CET
4:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

No. 14 Tennessee (1-0)

at No. 24 NC State (1-0)
AFN-Sports

1:30 a.m. Sunday CET

8:30 a.m. Sunday JKT
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Utah State (1-0)

at No. 13 USC (1-0)

AFN-Sports

5 a.m. Sunday CET
12 p.m. Sunday JKT
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Fending off toxic effects of ‘rat poison’

Miami coach Cristobal learned from Saban
about harm that outside praise can cause

By Tim REYNOLDS
Associated Press

CORAL GABLES, Fla. — Mia-
mi coach Mario Cristobal worked
at Alabama under Nick Saban, so
he’s fully aware of what his former
boss considers to be one of the big-
gest threats to a good football
team.

Saban called it “rat poison” —
his term for praise from the out-
side world, the type that is so high-
ly heaped it can distract a team
from doing its job.

Cristobal knows it’s coming.

Miami (1-0) moved up seven
spots to No. 12 in the AP Top 25 on
Tuesday, voters obviously having
been impressed by the Hurri-
canes’ 41-17 road romp over Flor-
ida in the opener for both teams
last weekend. That win, combined
with Florida State’s 0-2 start that
sent the Seminoles from No. 10 to
unranked, left the Hurricanes as
the only Top 25 team in the Sun-
shine State after one full week.

“Miami has gotten off to a good
start this season,” said Cristobal,
who spent four seasons — 2013
through 2016 — on Saban’s staff at
Alabama. “We’re 1-0.”

He’d like to keep the narrative
that simple. He knows that’s not
going to happen, at least not from
the outside world.

And to be fair, there’s a ton to
like from the Miami perspective.
Quarterback Cam Ward, who daz-

-

Miami quarterback Cam Ward
threw for 385 yards and three
TDs in the Hurricanes’ opening
victory over Florida.

zled with 385 yards — the most by
anyone in the country against a
Power 4 opponent so far this sea-
son — and three touchdown pas-
ses in the opener, vaulted deeper
into the way-too-early Heisman
Trophy conversation. The Hurri-
canes’ biggest rivals in the state,
Florida State and Florida, are now
a combined 0-3. There were
recruits at Florida Field making
“The U” with their hands as the
Hurricanes were walking into the
locker room once the 24-point vic-
tory was in the books.

“We’re nowhere near what
we’re capable of,” Miami receiver
Xavier Restrepo said Tuesday.
“We did have a decent day on Sat-
urday and it just shows you a little
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Miami coach Mario Cristobal makes the sign of “The U” to fans after the Hurricanes defeated Florida on
Aug. 31 in Gainesville, Fla. Cristobal would like to keep the narrative around his team simple.

bit of how dangerous we are as an
offense. But we’re nowhere near
where we need tobe. ... We have a
long way to go.”

That’s exactly what Cristobal
wants the Hurricanes to be saying,
thinking and believing.

It’s just one game, but the Hur-
ricanes haven’t been ranked this
highly in the AP poll since reach-
ing No. 9 on Dec. 6, 2020. The trick
is staying there: Miami hasn’t fin-
ished a season ranked 12th or bet-
ter nationally since 2004.

And on that front, like Restrepo
said, there’s a long way to go.

“They have an extremely ath-
letic, big-time offensive line. Very,
very good on the defensive line.
Obviously very, very good at some
of their skill positions,” said Flor-
ida A&M coach James Colzie,
whose Rattlers (2-0) will visit the
Hurricanes on Saturday in Mia-
mi’s home opener. “So, we have
our work cut out for us.”

Saban’s approach and preach-
ing about the perils of rat poison

worked wonders for him at Alaba-
ma. Miami teams haven’t always
listened to such talk; Cristobal
thinks this year’s group under-
stands what he means when he
talks about blocking out such
noise.

“You go right at it. You don’t
sugarcoat it,” Cristobal said. “The
best part about this team is you
can look them right in the eye and
give it to them, like right between
the teeth, man. No holding back
and they appreciate that.”

Rebuilt: Chance to play with Ewers motivated Bond to transfer

FROM PAGE 32

ship team. Ewers’ favorite targets
then were Xavier Worthy and
A.D. Mitchell, who combined for
three touchdowns in the big win at
Alabama. That game set up the
Longhorns’ run to the program’s
first appearance in the College
Football Playoff.

Even before they left campus,
Texas coach Steve Sarkisian and
the Longhorns had propped the
transfer portal wide open with an
enticing invitation for 2024: join
an elite offense with a big-armed
QB just as the program heads into
its first season in the SEC.

Golden was the first one in. He
caught two touchdowns against
the Longhorns last season with
Houston, then caught two more in
his burnt orange debut last week.
One was a no-look pass from Ew-
ers.

Next in was Bond, who left Ala-
bama after coach Nick Saban re-
tired. Bond was the Crimson
Tide’s leading receiver last sea-
son. Bond has not yet met with re-
porters at Texas, but told ESPN in
January that the chance to play

-
v

MicHAEL THomAs/AP

Texas receiver Isaiah Bond runs after a catch against Colorado State
on Aug. 31 in Austin, Texas. Bond, who was Alabama's top receiver
last season, transferred when coach Nick Saban retired.

with Ewers was a big factor in his
decision.

“(Ewers) is top pick in the draft
nextyear. I’m also going to be atop
pick. It’s going to be a good duo,”
Bond said.

A few days later, Bolden com-
mitted to transfer from Oregon
State, where he was the Beavers’
top receiver. He is also the Long-
horns No. 1 punt returner, and set
up Golden’s second touchdown

last week with a 35-yard return.

“We’ve got a lot of weapons,”
Golden said.

Texas coach Steve Sarkisian
praised all three, and Ewers’ lead-
ership in spring practice and sum-
mer workouts, for the seamless
transition within the offense.

“They played with a lot of confi-
dence. That’s half the battle. When
you know what to do, you play fast.
And that’s where we’re pretty
dangerous,” Sarkisian said.

As a group, the newcomers are
on the small side. Golden is the
biggest at 6 feet and 195 pounds.
But all bring top-level speed that
can stretch a defense and burn up
chunks of yards in the blink of an
eye. Sarkisian’s offense thrives on
personnel mismatches in open
space.

“They’re all fast. They’re all
playmakers,” Michigan coach
Sherrone Moore said. “The big
thing that stands out is their speed,
their ability to separate.”

Texas goes deeper than just
those three. The Longhorns have a
legitimate six-man rotation that
also boasts freshman Ryan Wingo,

a five-star recruit who had four
catches for 70 yards in the opener.

“(Last year) we had to keep
guys on the field that were prob-
ably too tired to play at a really op-
timal level. Now we have a really
good rotation and they’ve earned
our trust. I'm very comfortable
with those six guys,” Sarkisian
said.

Michigan has played Bond be-
fore. He caught four passes for 47
yards but did not score against the
Wolverines in last season’s Rose
Bowl playoff matchup that Michi-
gan won in overtime. Johnson,
Michigan’s shutdown corner, re-
members Bond from that game.
And he was on a 7-on-7 team with
Golden in high school.

The Longhorns won’t just yield
the field to Johnson. Fresno State
didn’t last week, when Johnson al-
lowed five catches before closing
out a 30-10 Michigan victory with
an 86-yard interception return for
a touchdown.

“They are very explosive with a
lot of experience,” Johnson said of
Texas. “When the ball is thrown
my way, I have to make a play.”
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Rebuilt and ready to rumble

No. 3 Texas takes restocked, speedy receiving corps into early clash at No. 10 Michigan

By Jim VERTUNO
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas ended
Alabama’s long home winning
streak last season with Quinn Ew-
ers throwing to big and fast receiv-
ers who are now in the NFL.

When the No. 3 Longhorns play
at No. 10 Michigan on Saturday,
Ewers will be throwing to a mostly
new receiving corps, one rebuilt
through the transfer portal with
smaller, fast players who could
pose a challenge for a Wolverines
secondary that features preseason
All-American corner Will John-
son but only one other player with
extensive starting experience.

The game at the Big House is
the first regular-season meeting
between the historic programs,
and the only Top 10 matchup this
week. The Longhorns (1-0) and
Wolverines (1-0) have not played
each other since the 2005 Rose
Bowl. Michigan, the defending na-
tional champion, has won 23 in a
row at home.

Texas figures to be throwing it
around. Ewers spread the ball to
10 receivers in the first half alone
of Texas’ 52-0 opening romp over
Colorado State. Top transfers
Isaiah Bond, Matthew Golden and
Silas Bolden all caught touch-
downs in their debuts.

“We need like two quarterbacks
back there to throw to all those
guys,” Ewers said.

In a way, Texas did. Ewers left
the game in the third quarter for
top backup Arch Manning to
throw his first career TD pass.

Texas lost its top five receivers
from the 2023 Big 12 champion-

SEE REBUILT ON PAGE 31
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No. 3 Texas (1-0)
at No. 10 Michigan (1-0)

AFN-SDO”:S ERric GAY/AP
6 p.m. Saturday CET Texas wide receiver Matthew Golden runs for a touchdown against Colorado State on Aug. 31 in Austin, Texas. The Longhorns’ three standout
1 a.m. Sunday JKT transfers — Golden, Isaiah Bond and Silas Bolden — all caught TD passes in their debuts as Texas won 52-0.

3 pitchers throw Gubs’ 1st no-no at Wrigley since 72, us r..:



