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FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. — The Army’s 157

newest Special Forces soldiers for the first

time donned their iconic Green Berets before a

crowd of cheering family and friends packed

into the city’s Crown Theatre last month. 

For those elite soldiers soon traveling to Spe-

cial Forces operational detachments across

the force, the moment highlighted their Jan. 23

graduation from the intensive, monthslong

qualification course at the John F. Kennedy

Special Warfare Center and School at nearby

Fort Liberty. The time-honored graduation

ceremony is known in the Special Forces com-

munity as the Regimental First Formation,

marking the soldiers’ entrance into the ranks

of the Special Forces regiment and their right

to wear the coveted green headgear and Spe-

cial Forces tab that identify them as members

of that elite organization.

“The Green Beret at the end of the day is a

piece of fabric that you wear on your head, but

it symbolizes something much, much deeper,”

said Col. Dave Lucas, who commands the 4th

Battalion, 1st Special Warfare Training Group,

which runs the Special Forces Qualification

Course for SWCS. “I’m sure they’ve tried on 

K. KASSENS/U.S. Army

Special Forces candidates assault enemy role players during a raid, as they take part in the final phase of field training known as Robin Sage, in
central North Carolina, on Dec. 17. Recruiting shortfalls and flat Special Operations budgets have contributed to a smaller-than-ideal number of
Special Forces hopefuls entering training courses, officials said. 

Earning the Green Beret
Special Forces seeks more hopefuls in spite of budget, recruit strain

BY COREY DICKSTEIN

Stars and Stripes 
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CAIRO — Israel says it has be-

gun preparations for the depar-

ture of Palestinians from Gaza de-

spite international rejection of

President Donald Trump’s plan to

empty the territory of its popula-

tion. Egypt has launched a diplo-

matic blitz behind the scenes

against the proposal, warning it

would put its peace deal with Is-

rael at risk, officials said.

The Trump administration has

already dialed back aspects of the

proposal after it was widely reject-

ed internationally, saying the relo-

cation of Palestinians would be

temporary. U.S. officials have pro-

vided few details about how or

when the plan would be carried

out.

In a social media post on Thurs-

day, Trump said Israel would turn

Gaza over to the United States af-

ter the war and that no U.S. sol-

diers would be needed for his plan

to redevelop it.

The Palestinians have vehe-

mently rejected Trump’s propos-

al, fearing that Israel would never

allow refugees to return. Egypt 

Egypt urges
against plan
to remove
Palestinians

BY SAMY MAGDY

Associated Press 

ABDEL KAREEM HANA/AP 

A young Palestinian carries water
along the destruction in Jabaliya,
Gaza Strip, on Thursday.

SEE GAZA ON PAGE 12
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Honeywell, one of the last re-

maining U.S. industrial conglom-

erates, will split into three inde-

pendent companies, following in

the footsteps of manufacturing gi-

ants like General Electric and Al-

coa.

The company said Thursday

that it will separate from its auto-

mation and aerospace technolo-

gies businesses. 

Including plans announced ear-

lier to spin off its advanced mate-

rials business, Honeywell will

consist of three smaller entities in

hopes that they will each be more

agile.

“The formation of three inde-

pendent, industry-leading compa-

nies builds on the powerful foun-

dation we have created, position-

ing each to pursue tailored growth

strategies, and unlock significant

value for shareholders and cus-

tomers,” Honeywell Chairman

and CEO Vimal Kapur said in a

statement.

Honeywell had said in Decem-

ber that it was considering spin-

ning off its aerospace division.

The public announcement arrived

about one month after Elliott In-

vestment Management revealed a

stake of more than $5 billion in the

aerospace, automation and mate-

rials company. 

Elliott had been pushing for the

Charlotte, N.C., company to sepa-

rate its automation and aerospace

businesses.

The separation of the automa-

tion and aerospace technologies

businesses is expected to be com-

pleted in the second half of 2026.

Honeywell, one of last US conglomerates, to split up
Associated Press
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Military rates

Euro costs (Feb. 7) 0.94
British pound (Feb. 7) $1.21
Japanese yen (Feb. 7) 149.00
South Korean won (Feb. 7) 1410.00

Commercial rates

Bahrain (Dinar) 0.3768
Britain (Pound) 1.2392
Canada (Dollar) 1.4347
China (Yuan) 7.2895
Denmark (Krone) 7.1991
Egypt (Pound) 50.2930
Euro 0.9651
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.7869
Hungary (Forint) 391.39
Israel (Shekel) 3.5531
Japan (Yen) 152.11
Kuwait (Dinar) 0.3085

Norway (Krone) 11.2633

Philippines (Peso) 58.07
Poland (Zloty) 4.05
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7504
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3535
South Korea (Won) 1449.28

Switzerland (Franc) 0.9057
Thailand (Baht) 33.81
Turkey (NewLira) 35.8931

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country of issuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates are interbank rates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

INTEREST RATES

Prime rate 7.50
Interest Rates Discount rate 4.50
Federal funds market rate 4.33
3-month bill 4.32
30-year bond 4.64

EXCHANGE RATES
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DAEGU, South Korea — Jin

Pak was 6 years old when he left

South Korea alone, flying half-

way around the world to reunite

with parents he barely knew.

They had immigrated to the Unit-

ed States soon after his birth,

leaving his grandparents to raise

him until they were ready for him

to join them.

“Whenever I saw a plane, I’d

say that I’m going on that plane

and go to America,” he said in a

recent interview at Camp Walker

in Daegu.

Forty-six years later, the Army

brigadier general is back in

South Korea, leading the 19th Ex-

peditionary Sustainment Com-

mand in Daegu.

A naturalized U.S. citizen who

was commissioned at West Point,

Pak first returned to his native

country as a soldier in 2012 to

command the 25th Transporta-

tion Battalion for three years. In

June, he took over the sustain-

ment command, which handles

the Army’s logistical operations

on the peninsula. He is responsi-

ble for approximately 5,600 sol-

diers and Defense Department

employees.

Pak’s journey from a child im-

migrant to a one-star general in

the U.S. Army is both typical and

unique.

“I’m very proud of it because

it’s an example of how … Amer-

ica is also a place of opportunity,”

he said. “I don’t know of many

countries where an immigrant,

not of that country’s ethnicity,

could join their military and rise

to the rank of general officer.”

Pak said his parents left South

Korea for reasons that remain

unclear to him.

“I’ve asked that question and

they’re not very specific about

it,” he said. “But I get the sense

that they wanted to try something

new. I know they were both very

ambitious.”

Korean immigrants to the U.S.

often left their children behind

temporarily, particularly in the

decades following the 1950-53

Korean War, said Dae Young

Kim, a sociology professor at

George Mason University in Vir-

ginia.

Many immigrants had limited

funds and worked multiple jobs

to make a living, Kim said in a

video interview last month.

Faced with child care costs and

work demands, parents found al-

ternative ways to raise their chil-

dren.

“One option is to be able to

bring your own parents to the

U.S., and that’s something that

some immigrants, including Ko-

rean immigrants, have done,”

Kim said. “The other option is to

send the child [away] so that the

children can be taken care of un-

til they reach a certain age and

can be somewhat independent.”

Pak arrived in the U.S. in 1978

and moved into a one-bedroom

apartment in Elmhurst, Queens,

with his parents and younger

brother, who was born that same

year. He recalled feeling “very

out of place” and being bullied

for not knowing English.

“My third-grade teacher re-

ported me to my parents because

she said I was causing a lot of

fights,” he said. “But I was in

fights; I wasn’t causing the fights.

It was that kind of childhood for a

while.”

Pak became a U.S. citizen in

1981. His naturalization certifi-

cate is the only official document

with his birth date due to inade-

quate record-keeping in South

Korea at the time, he said.

“I don’t have a birth certifi-

cate,” he said. “I only know I was

born in 1972 because of my citi-

zenship paperwork.”

Pak graduated from West

Point in 1994. His father, a stoic

man who “doesn’t show a lot of

emotion,” was proud of his son at-

tending the military academy, he

said.

“He actually sent me hand-

written letters asking me how I

was doing, stuff that I would nev-

er have imagined in a million

years he would do,” Pak said.

One of Pak’s fondest memories

is of his father mailing him candy

bars hidden inside a flashlight, a

trick soon discovered by the

school.

“I’ll never forget that,” he said,

smiling.

Pak’s father attended his grad-

uation, but that summer, he suf-

fered a heart attack and fell into a

coma. He died less than two

years later.

“He saw me graduate, but he

never saw anything else, like

marriage and grandkids,” said

Pak, now a father of two adult

children. “I know he would be ve-

ry proud and happy about it. I do

regret that he hasn’t seen my ca-

reer unfold because I knew he

appreciated military service.”

A general’s journey
Korean immigrant returns to peninsula to
lead US soldiers at Camp Walker in Daegu

BY DAVID CHOI

Stars and Stripes 

LUIS GARCIA/Stars and Stripes 

Army Brig. Gen. Jin Pak, commander of the 19th Expeditionary Sustainment Command, shows some of
the awards in his office in Daegu, South Korea, in October. 

Jin Pak 

Pak as a child living in South Korea.

coercion to take control of Green-

land. He hasn’t said whether he

would consider a larger troop

presence an alternative to U.S.

ownership.

The U.S. has long maintained a

base in Greenland, where troops

are involved in a ballistic missile

early warning mission.

NATO Secretary-General

Mark Rutte, when asked Monday

about the situation between the

United States and Denmark,

avoided taking a position. 

“What I think is very useful is

that President Trump alerted us

to the fact that when it comes to

the High North, there is a geopol-

itical and strategic issue at

stake,” Rutte said. 

It’s not for us; it’s for the free

world.”

Greenland is part of the Danish

realm and was ruled directly by

Denmark from the early 18th

century until home rule began on

the island in 1979. In 2009,

Greenland approved a referen-

dum granting it autonomy in all

matters except defense, security

and foreign policy. 

Denmark has reiterated that

Greenland is not for sale, but

Prime Minister Mette Frederik-

sen has said having more Amer-

ican troops based there would be

a welcome development. 

At a news conference last

month, Trump declined to rule

out using military or economic

NATO scrambled two F-35s

this week in the Arctic region,

where jets intercepted Russian

bombers and fighter planes fly-

ing near allied airspace, military

officials said. 

NATO’s quick reaction alert

mission in the High North

prompted two Royal Norwegian

Air Force F-35s to take flight in

search of two Russian Tu-95 Bear

H bombers escorted by two

Flanker-D fighters, Allied Air

Command said Wednesday. 

“The F-35 advanced capabili-

ties allowed them to gather im-

portant information and ensure

that the Russian aircraft did not

violate NATO airspace,” the NA-

TO command statement said

about the Tuesday encounter. 

While NATO intercepts of Rus-

sian aircraft are not uncommon,

the latest incident comes amid in-

creased attention on Arctic mil-

itary operations.

“A combination of military in-

terests, technological advance-

ments and climate changes point

to an increasingly contested High

North,” NATO’s Allied Air Com-

mand said. “The changing secur-

ity environment will require

careful navigation.”

NATO fighters regularly con-

duct air policing missions

stretching from the Black Sea re-

gion to the Baltics and High

North.

Tuesday’s intercepts were

launched from an air base in Nor-

way. The alliance conducts a sim-

ilar mission from a base in Ice-

land to monitor Russian military

planes in the region. 

An increased Russian and Chi-

nese presence in the Arctic also

has caught the eye of President

Donald Trump, who has said that

he wants the Danish territory of

Greenland to come under Amer-

ican control.

“I don’t know what claim Den-

mark has to it, but it would be a

very unfriendly act if they didn’t

allow that to happen,” Trump told

reporters Jan. 25. “Because that’s

for protection of the free world.

NATO jets intercept Russian aircraft flying near alliance territory
BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes 

MILITARY
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Ten suspected Venezuelan gang

members were among the first to

arrive Tuesday at Naval Base

Guantanamo Bay as about 300 U.S.

troops worked to expand the cen-

ter’s migrant capacity to hold thou-

sands more deported migrants.

The 10 “high-threat” individuals

are associated with the Tren de

Aragua, a transnational criminal

street gang, White House press

secretary Karoline Leavitt said

Wednesday. 

The flights departed from El Pa-

so, Texas. 

“Americans are safer every sin-

gle day one of these criminals is ar-

rested and deported from our

country,” Leavitt said. 

The migrants are temporarily

being housed in vacant detention

facilities at the base in Cuba, the

Department of Defense said. They

eventually will be transported to

their country of origin. According

to Leavitt, Venezuela has agreed to

accept the return of Tren de Ara-

gua gang members. 

The migrants arrived at Guanta-

namo Bay as more than 300 sailors,

soldiers and Marines worked

alongside Department of Home-

land Security forces to expand the

facility’s capacity to hold 2,000 mi-

grants. 

Additional expansion phases

are planned, according to U.S.

Southern Command, the comba-

tant command that oversees mili-

tary operations in the region. 

The Navy base has been used

primarily for the last two decades

to detain those associated with the

9/11 attacks. President Donald

Trump has said the base has the ca-

pacity to hold as many as 30,000

migrants. 

Wednesday, Leavitt said Mexi-

co’s President Claudia Sheinbaum

agreed to supply 10,000 soldiers on

the U.S.-Mexico border. Those sol-

diers, Leavitt said, will be tasked

with preventing fentanyl and ille-

gal migrants from “pouring into

our country.” 

Additionally, El Salvador has

agreed to book in Salvadoran pris-

ons illegal migrants of any nation-

ality who are slated for deportation

from the U.S. The agreement, Lea-

vitt said, is “unprecedented.” 

“Efforts to seal the border, halt

the invasion and carry out the lar-

gest mass deportation campaign

continue at lightning speed,” she

said. 

To date, Leavitt said more than

8,000 migrants have been arrested

since Jan. 20, when Trump took of-

fice. Of those, 461 have been re-

leased for various reasons, includ-

ing medical conditions and lack of

detention facilities. 

Suspected Venezuelan gang members now at Gitmo
BY CAITLYN BURCHETT

Stars and Stripes 

U.S. Navy ships transiting the

Panama Canal aren’t entitled to a

free ride just yet despite the State

Department’s announcement this

week saying they would transit the

waterway without paying fees, ac-

cording to the canal’s governing

authority.

The Panama Canal Authority

said Wednesday on an official so-

cial media account that it had not

made any adjustments to the tolls

or fees charged for canal use. 

The authority also emphasized

its sovereign governance of the

passageway connecting the Atlan-

tic and Pacific oceans.

The post on X did express a will-

ingness “to establish a dialogue

with the relevant officials of the

United States regarding the tran-

sit of warships from said country.”

The communication followed a

State Department announcement

the same day saying an agreement

had been reached with Panama to

allow U.S. government vessels

free passage through the canal. 

“This saves the U.S. govern-

ment millions of dollars a year,”

the State Department said on X. 

The dueling messages followed

Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s

visit to Panama on Sunday and

Monday, during which he met

with Panamanian President Jose

Raul Mulino and toured the canal,

among other activities. 

During Rubio’s visit, both gov-

ernments agreed to study the fea-

sibility of giving U.S. warships

free passage, The Wall Street

Journal reported on Thursday. 

Navy use of the canal is infre-

quent, with about 40 vessels tran-

siting annually, excluding the ser-

vice’s aircraft carriers, which are

too large. Allowing free access

would reportedly save the U.S.

about $13 million each year, ac-

cording to the WSJ report. 

Ships pay an average of about

$750,000 per crossing, but tolls

can range from $300,000 to $1 mil-

lion, the newspaper said. 

Waiving the fees for Navy ships

would require Panama to find a

way around the Neutrality Treaty

signed in September 1977, which

bars preferential treatment

among nations and calls for “equal

conditions of charges or transit.”

Rubio also delivered a strong

warning to Mulino that Panama

must reduce Chinese influence

over the canal area or face poten-

tial retaliation from the U.S., The

Associated Press reported Sun-

day. 

A Hong Kong-based company

has operated two ports at either

end of the canal since 1997.

In 2024, there were at least

9,944 transits across the canal,

which serves about 170 countries,

according to information on the

authority’s website. 

President Donald Trump has

threatened to take over the canal,

citing what he said is undue influ-

ence from China and exorbitant

fees charged to American ship-

pers and the Navy. Panamanian

officials have denied Trump’s

claims.

Under a treaty signed in 1904,

Panama gave the U.S. the rights to

build and operate the canal and

control 5 miles of land on either

side of the waterway. 

The first ship transited the ca-

nal in 1914, and the U.S. unilateral-

ly operated the waterway for dec-

ades until agreeing in the Panama

Canal Treaty, also signed in Sep-

tember 1977, to gradually relin-

quished authority, according to

the State Department. 

Panama gained full control of it

in December 1999. 

Panama disputes that Navy ships will transit canal for free
BY ALISON BATH

Stars and Stripes 

JUSTIN HOVARTER/U.S. Navy

The littoral combat ship USS Billings passes through the Panama Canal in September 2022. The Panama
Canal Authority released a statement Wednesday contradicting a U.S. State Department announcement
that the authority had agreed to waive fees for U.S. government vessels transiting the canal. 

Spanish police say they have

arrested a hacker responsible for

more than 40 cyberattacks

against the U.S. military, NATO

and other organizations.

The suspect admitted on dark

web forums to hacking into mil-

itary databases, Spain’s national

police said in a statement

Wednesday. He was arrested

Tuesday in the coastal city of

Calp. 

Police did not release the sus-

pect’s identity or his age, but mul-

tiple Spanish news outlets identi-

fied him as an 18-year-old. 

It wasn’t immediately clear

what risks, if any, the illegal ac-

tivity posed to the U.S. military or

other NATO allies.

Investigators are analyzing

computer equipment seized from

his home to determine the extent

of his criminal involvement, po-

lice said.

Both the police and Spain’s

Civil Guard, which assisted in the

operation, posted a video to X on

Wednesday showing at least six

officers entering a house. The

footage included several hard

drives and USB devices, as well

as a man being escorted into a

police vehicle.

The suspect has more than 50

cryptocurrency accounts, sug-

gesting extensive knowledge of

blockchain technology, according

to the police statement. He also

used various pseudonyms online

to avoid detection, the statement

said.

One of the aliases was “Nato-

hub,” Spanish newspaper La

Vanguardia reported Wednes-

day.

News outlet El Español de-

scribed the suspect as “a young

computer expert who had just

turned 18,” adding that he had en-

gaged in the hacking for the chal-

lenge rather than financial gain. 

However, the teen reportedly

sold some of the sensitive data he

stole, which El Español said di-

rectly affected Spain’s national

security, citing National Police

and Civil Guard agents.

Spain’s defense and education

ministries, the Civil Guard and

several Spanish universities were

also among the institutions the

suspect is accused of infiltrating.

Spanish authorities launched

an investigation in February 2024

after a business association in

Madrid reported a data breach.

A December cyberattack

against the Civil Guard accelerat-

ed the investigation and led to the

arrest, the police statement said. 

Homeland Security Investiga-

tions, the principal investigative

arm of the U.S. Department of

Homeland Security, assisted with

the case.

NATO did not immediately re-

spond to requests for comment

Thursday. U.S. Army Europe and

Africa declined to offer further

details, saying the case is ongo-

ing. 

Spanish police arrest teen tied to cyberattacks on US military, NATO
BY PHILLIP WALTER

WELLMAN

Stars and Stripes 
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the berets at home and whatnot,

but now they actually get to wear

it. And that means something …

because of the trials that they’ve

been through to earn it, but it

really means something because

of all the people who went before

them and what those generations

did to make it what it is.”

The Army’s Special Forces trac-

es its lineage to the 1950s, and the

iconic Green Beret was officially

authorized for the elite soldiers in

1962 by then-President Kennedy.

Green Berets have since become a

critical special operations force

tasked with conducting sensitive

missions around the globe — often

focused on working hand-in-hand

with indigenous forces to fight

with limited U.S. forces and re-

sources. In the weeks after the al-

Qaida attacks on 9/11, it was Green

Berets who were first sent into Af-

ghanistan on a mission to link with

Afghan fighters to attack the Tali-

ban in the opening days of Oper-

ation Enduring Freedom.

To enter the ranks of the Green

Berets, soldiers must complete

the grueling, three-week Special

Forces Assessment and Selection

course and then pass the Special

Forces Qualification Course, or Q

Course, which can range from

some 50 weeks to almost two years

of training, according to the ser-

vice.

Though the Army in recent

years has considered deep cuts to

its special operations formations

that expanded dramatically dur-

ing the post-9/11 wars, Special Op-

erations officials have said the de-

mands for Green Berets have not

declined, even as the wars in Af-

ghanistan and Iraq have wound

down. President Donald Trump’s

administration has not made pub-

lic its plans for the future of spe-

cial operations forces since his re-

turn to the White House last

month, and officials at the Penta-

gon declined to comment on any

impending changes to force struc-

ture.

Regardless of any changes to

come, one of SWCS primary roles

is to keep pushing qualified young

men and women through the Spe-

cial Forces training pipeline to en-

sure units have enough Green Be-

rets to conduct missions, said

Command Sgt. Maj. Lionel Strong,

the senior enlisted leader for

SWCS.

Strong, who earned his Green

Beret in 2002 and has served with

Special Forces units on numerous

deployments in Iraq and Afghan-

istan, said in order to keep those

units fully staffed, SWCS needs

more soldiers attempting Special

Forces training than have done so

in recent years.

Recruiting shortfalls across the

entire Army and flat Special Oper-

ations budgets that have failed to

keep up with inflation have con-

tributed to a smaller-than-ideal

number of Special Forces hope-

fuls entering training courses, of-

ficials said. Nonetheless, Strong

said, the special warfare school

has produced enough Green Be-

rets to maintain a Special Forces

community that is “healthy

enough now to conduct the oper-

ations on behalf of the nation.”

“That being said, we do have to

put in some effort into identifying,

recruiting and prepare the next

generation of [Army Special Op-

erations] soldiers,” he said.

For Lucas, who earned his

Green Beret in 2009 after serving

previously in another Army spe-

cial operations outfit, the 75th

Ranger Regiment, the pitch to to-

day’s young soldiers to try out for

Special Forces is simple: “Don’t

limit yourself. Give it a shot,” he

said.

“You never know until you try.

I’ve met a lot of people over the

years that … were going to do this

and going to do that, and I’d say,

‘Don’t look back and say that. Give

it a shot because you never

know,’ ” the colonel said. “The

worst-case scenario is [you don’t

pass Special Forces training and]

you’re still in the Army, but you

never know, it may work out, and

you can find yourself having more

fun than you ever anticipated.”

Making Green Berets
Training to enter the Special

Forces is difficult by design, ac-

cording to Strong. It is meant to

ensure Green Beret units are

filled with elite, capable troops

with the ability to adapt to difficult

and stressful situations.

The first course, SFAS, is meant

to weed out those who do not dis-

play the traits necessary to suc-

ceed in the Special Forces — high

physical fitness levels, intelli-

gence and personal character,

Strong said.

“Your intelligence and your fit-

ness, we have tools and resources

to help with that, but the thing that

I would say is foundational to us is

character,” the command ser-

geant major said. “We’ve got to

know that a person we’re bringing

[into Special Forces] has the

shared values, beliefs and behav-

iors with our organization and the

Army.”

The highly intensive, three-

week SFAS course includes fit-

ness tests, long marches carrying

heavy loads, land navigation chal-

lenges, obstacle courses, and cog-

nitive tests sometimes conducted

with little-to-no sleep, according

to the Army. SWCS officials de-

clined to provide a recent estimate

of the percentage of soldiers who

successfully complete the SFAS

course, but a 2019 study published

by the U.S. Army Research Insti-

tute indicated only about 31% of

SFAS participants were selected

that year to move on to the Q

Course.

The Q Course has a much high-

er success rate, Strong said, with

some 80% to 90% completing it on

their first try.

Once accepted into the Q

Course, soldiers enter the lengthy

pipeline that turns them into ex-

perts in their chosen Special Forc-

es craft, Lucas said. Those sol-

diers spend part of the course

training with their comrades. In

other parts, they split into unique

courses to train them to conduct

their selected specialty. Those

Special Forces specialties include

weapons, engineering, communi-

cations and combat medicine for

enlisted soldiers. Officers and

warrant officers train to learn

their jobs in Special Forces in sep-

arate courses within the Q course.

During the course of about a

year, Green Beret hopefuls learn

small-unit tactics, how to use for-

eign weapons systems, train in ir-

regular warfare techniques, learn

foreign language skills, complete

the Survival, Evasion, Resistance

and Escape course, and operate in

the two-week culmination exer-

cise known as Robin Sage, in

which Special Forces candidates

test the skills that they learned

throughout the course.

When they have completed all

that training, Lucas said, they

have almost certainly proved

themselves as capable, adaptable

and creative soldiers ready to

serve in the 12-man operational

detachments that form the foun-

dations of Special Forces units.

‘It won’t be boring’
As the latest group of new

Green Berets — Q Course class

338 — gathered Jan. 23 inside

Fayetteville’s Crown Complex,

where generations of Special

Forces soldiers have first donned

their earned headgear, Lucas told

them he could not predict what

their futures would hold.

“Nobody has any idea what’s in

store for them ahead,” he said. “I

don’t know where their careers

are going to take them, and neither

do [they]. But I can promise you

one thing, it won’t be boring.”

For Lucas, his 28 years in the

Army have include assignments

in Georgia, North Carolina, New

York, Kentucky, Washington,

D.C., and at least eight combat

tours in Iraq, according to his offi-

cial biography.

As a captain leading a Special

Forces operational detachment

from the Fort Campbell, Ky.-

based 5th Special Forces Group

on lengthy tours in Iraq have been

among the highlights during his

career, he said. The new Green

Berets could find themselves al-

most anywhere in the world, as

Special Forces teams continue to

deploy to train or operate in coun-

tries across the globe.

“I’ve gotten to do things that I’d

never, ever, ever thought I would

do,” Lucas said. “You’re truly em-

powered here, like you are in very,

very few other places … across the

Army.”

For Strong, his 23 years in Spe-

cial Forces have taken him across

Afghanistan, the Middle East,

Africa, South America and Asia.

Like Lucas, he said he could not

predict where the latest crop of

Green Berets might serve, but he

promised they would continue to

be called upon for decades to

come.

“At some point our nation might

need to do something that is high

risk, time constrained and politi-

cally sensitive, and if not one,

maybe all three of those things at

once, and generally, special oper-

ations forces are better suited to

do those kinds of missions,” he

said. 

“Special Forces — we’re going

to be there at every phase of the

operations form shaping, to con-

flict and back … [and] we’re going

to work by, with and through our

partner forces … building part-

nership capacity in those relation-

ships, and we’re probably going to

have unconventional solutions to

complex problems.”

“If anything, the demand [for

Green Berets] is going up.”

Beret: ‘Give it a shot because you never know,’ commander says
FROM PAGE 1

PHOTOS BY COREY DICKSTEIN/Stars and Stripes

New Special Forces soldiers don their Green Berets for the first time during their Special Forces
Qualification Course graduation on Jan. 23, in Fayetteville, N.C. 

Army Maj. Gen. Gil Ferguson, commander of the 1st Special Forces
Command at Fort Liberty, N.C., hands a new Special Forces soldier
his Green Beret at the graduation ceremony.
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WASHINGTON — House law-

makers introduced a bill Wednes-

day to exempt military spouses

from President Donald Trump’s

return-to-office mandate, launch-

ing a bipartisan effort to retain

telework and remote work

arrangements for military fam-

ilies.

The bill would spare military

spouses who work for the federal

government from going back to in-

person work as ordered by Trump

on the day of his inauguration.

Lawmakers argue the exemption

will keep experienced staff from

leaving the federal workforce and

help military families hold onto

their jobs. The federal govern-

ment employs over 16,000 mili-

tary, veteran and surviving spous-

es, according to data provided by

the White House in 2023.

Reps. Rob Wittman, R-Va., and

Eugene Vindman, D-Va., said they

introduced the bill after hearing

from worried military families in

Virginia, where many federal

workers live.

One woman told Vindman, a

former Army lieutenant colonel,

that she is being forced to choose

between commuting 200 miles to

her agency’s office in Washington

or leaving her job of 18 years. The

woman’s husband is an active-du-

ty service member.

“No military family should have

to make this choice,” Vindman

said. “That’s why I’m introducing

this bipartisan bill to guarantee

that those serving our country in

uniform can continue their mis-

sion, that our federal agencies re-

tain experienced staff and that

military families remain togeth-

er.”

A Jan. 27 memo issued by the

Office of Personnel Management

and the Office of Management and

Budget mentions military spouses

who work remotely as an exemp-

tion to Trump’s order, but it is not

clear if that is being universally

followed as agencies force em-

ployees into offices.

Wittman said a military spouse

contacted his office because her

family relies on dual incomes, and

her ability to maintain consistent

employment throughout military

moves has been essential for her

family’s well-being. She said re-

mote work has allowed her to

maintain a federal career despite

frequent relocations.

“Our military families make

great sacrifices in support of their

loved ones in the armed forces —

for which we are forever grateful

for — and should not come at the

expense of employability, finan-

cial stability, or personal fulfill-

ment,” Wittman said. “Supporting

the careers of military spouses is

patriotic and just plain common

sense.”

Military spouses face long-term

employment challenges due to the

nature of military life, and their

unemployment has hovered

around 21% for years, according to

Defense Department data.

Bill exempts spouses from return-to-office
BY SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA

Stars and Stripes 

A flotilla of about 10 warships,

including the USS Carl Vinson and

the French aircraft carrier FS

Charles de Gaulle, are set to train

together Saturday in the Philip-

pine Sea, according to the U.S. 7th

Fleet. 

Joining the two carriers for the

exercise, dubbed Pacific Steller

2025, are at least eight escort ships

and Japan’s JS Kaga, a small-deck

flattop called a helicopter carrier,

the command announced Thurs-

day in a news release. 

A 7th Fleet spokeswoman, Lt.

j.g. Sarah Merrill, confirmed the

exercise will take place in the East

Philippine Sea and said it’s an op-

portunity to advance the three na-

vies’ ability to work together and

improve maritime security. 

“Cooperating with our allies and

partners enhances our ability to

deter conflict and maintain a free

and open Indo-Pacific,” she said.

The last multicarrier drill in the

Indo-Pacific took place in August,

with the USS Abraham Lincoln

and the Italian aircraft carrier ITS

Cavour training together, a first

for the U.S. and Italian navies in

the region.

The Carl Vinson strike group in-

cludes the guided-missile cruiser

USS Princeton and the guided-

missile destroyers USS Sterett

and USS William P. Lawrence. 

The nuclear-powered Charles

de Gaulle, currently engaged in its

Clemenceau 25 deployment, is es-

corted by the destroyer FS Forbin,

frigates FS Provence and FS Al-

sace, fleet oiler FS Jacques Che-

vallier and a nuclear-powered at-

tack submarine, USNI News re-

ported Jan. 31. 

The Kaga supports a comple-

ment of helicopters.

In November, the Kaga com-

pleted trials for the first of two

rounds of modifications that will

allow it to carry the fifth-genera-

tion F-35B Lightning II, a short-

takeoff and vertical-landing

stealth fighter. 

The training will take place

three days after the guided-mis-

sile destroyer USS Benfold and a

U.S. P-8A Poseidon maritime pa-

trol and reconnaissance aircraft

wrapped up an exercise with the

Australian, Japanese and Philip-

pine navies on Wednesday near

the Philippines. 

The drills included the Austra-

lian guided-missile destroyer

HMAS Hobart and a MH-60R

Seahawk helicopter; the Philip-

pine guided-missile frigate BRP

Jose Rizal; and the Japanese de-

stroyer JS Akizuki and an SH-60K

helicopter, according to a 7th

Fleet news release on Thursday. 

The operation featured surface

maneuvering, line-of-sight com-

munication checks, subject mat-

ter expert exchanges and tactics

training, Merrill said.

US, France, Japan prep for rare 3-carrier drill in Philippine Sea
BY ALEX WILSON

Stars and Stripes 
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YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —

More engineers trained to cut and

pour concrete would make the Air

Force’s Indo-Pacific bases more

resilient, according to an expert in

rapid airfield repair.

Members of the 374th Civil En-

gineer Squadron — known as the

“Dirt Boyz” — practiced quickly

repairing concrete as they would a

damaged runway Thursday

morning at the home of U.S. Forc-

es Japan in western Tokyo.

A team of 22 airmen can repair

18 craters in six hours — the sort of

effort that might be needed to cre-

ate a strip allowing planes to take

off after an attack — a member of

the squadron, Tech. Sgt. Ryan

O’Keefe, said while keeping watch

over the drill.

Potential adversaries in the re-

gion such as China and North Ko-

rea have potent missile forces that

experts say are zeroed in on U.S.

bases in Japan.

There’s nothing that can be

done to make concrete runways

better able to withstand an enemy

missile strike, O’Keefe said.

“The best way to make the run-

way more resilient is to have more

Dirt Boyz there to fix it,” he said,

without specifying how many are

already at Yokota.

In a 14-year career, O’Keefe has

filled plenty of craters but one of

his most memorable jobs involved

repairing degraded concrete next

to the passenger terminal at Irbil,

Iraq, in 2020.

Successful attacks on U.S. air-

fields have been few and far be-

tween in recent years. 

However, a team of engineers

from the Air Force’s 1st Expedi-

tionary Civil Engineer Group re-

paired a runway at Qayara Air-

field West, Iraq, under hostile fire

in 2016. The runway was damaged

by Islamic State extremists who

occupied the facility for two years. 

During Thursday’s practice, the

engineers performed a choreo-

graphed routine to repair two

holes, dug the previous day with

jackhammers attached to excava-

tors, in a parking lot not far from

Yokota’s runway.

Rapid airfield damage repair al-

lows engineers to quickly fill large

numbers of small craters caused

by an enemy attack.

It starts with airmen cleaning

the area around a crater and sur-

veying it before machines with

massive rotating blades move in to

cut a square around the damaged

area.

Next, a giant concrete breaker

smashes up the material that is to

be removed. An excavator lifts out

the debris before the hole is filled

with quick-set concrete. 

A heavy equipment operator in-

volved in the Yokota training, Se-

nior Airman Kody Kross, said the

time it takes to repair damage de-

pends on the size of a crater but

added: “The concrete sets in a

couple of hours.”

Kross estimates he’s trained on

rapid airfield repair every two

weeks and helped fix 100 simulat-

ed craters.

“If everything goes smoothly it

usually takes one to two hours,” he

said.

The rapid repair process works

with craters under 20 feet in diam-

eter, O’Keefe said.

For larger craters, the engi-

neers use a bulldozer to fill the

hole, then cover the surface with

fiberglass reinforced matting, he

said.

‘Dirt Boyz’ practice
making Yokota base’s
airfield more resilient

BY SETH ROBSON

Stars and Stripes 
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Air Force Staff Sgt. Lukasz Krawcyzk uses a shovel to remove excess debris from the path of a wheel saw
during a runway repair exercise at Yokota Air Base, Japan, on Thursday.

Krawcyzk acts as a ground guide
while wheel saws are used to
remove a patch of damaged
concrete.



KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-

ny — Cultural observances at De-

fense Department K-12 schools

are out, and clubs, extracurricular

activities and library books are all

under review in response to exec-

utive orders from President Do-

nald Trump, school officials said

Thursday.

Change is expected at Depart-

ment of Defense Education Activ-

ity, which operates 161 schools for

the children of service members

and other military personnel

around the world. But morale re-

mains strong and educators are

working harder than ever, DO-

DEA’s director said during a visit

to Germany on Wednesday.

“This is just what we do. Admin-

istrations change, and we contin-

ue,” said Beth Schiavino-Narvaez.

“And we’ll always stay focused on

our core mission of teaching and

learning and student achievement

and providing the best education

possible to our students.”

Schiavino-Narvaez talked with

students and teachers at Kaiser-

slautern High School on Wednes-

day as part of a visit this week to

four schools in Europe.

Schiavino-Narvaez, who’s led

DODEA schools since June, sat in

on a guitar class and listened to

students discuss William Faulkn-

er’s “A Rose for Emily” for a pro-

ject in language arts.

“It’s just such a vibrant school,”

she said. “I’m so pleased to be able

to offer so many different types of

opportunities to students.”

It’s too early to know what will

change under the new administra-

tion, Schiavino-Narvaez said. The

school system has focused on im-

plementing “college- and career-

ready” standards during the past

decade, she said, while bolstering

teacher training and leadership

development.

It’s a formula that has pushed

DODEA to tops in the nation in

math and reading assessments for

two consecutive testing cycles in

2022 and 2024, according to the

National Assessment of Educa-

tional Progress.

But schools have already been

told they can’t host celebrations or

events for Black History Month

and other cultural observances,

DODEA spokesman Will Griffin

said Thursday. 

The changes stem from execu-

tive orders titled “Defending

Women from Gender Ideology

Extremism,” “Restoring Biologi-

cal Truth to the Federal Govern-

ment” and “Ending Radical In-

doctrination in K-12 Schooling.”

The Pentagon on Jan. 31 banned

all official monthly celebrations

related to race and identity in the

Defense Department effective im-

mediately, under guidance titled

“Identity Months Dead at DOD.”

DODEA didn’t issue a specific

list of restricted occasions, but

they typically follow the observ-

ance calendar issued by the De-

fense Equal Opportunity Manage-

ment Institute. That list is no long-

er on the agency’s website.

No agencywide direction has

been given about clubs or extra-

curricular activities while DO-

DEA reviews its policies, but guid-

ance is expected, Griffin said

Thursday.

On Tuesday, the U.S. Military

Academy disbanded 12 campus

clubs primarily based on ethnic

and gender affiliation as part of

what it says is compliance with the

effort to end government pro-

grams pertaining to diversity, eq-

uity and inclusion. 

The shuttered groups included

a club founded in 1976 for female

cadets and professional organiza-

tions such as the National Society

of Black Engineers.

One DODEA parent told Stars

and Stripes in an email Thursday

that her child was given a list of

clubs that will no longer be al-

lowed to organize at her school.

The school also had removed “safe

space” signs and told her daughter

she could no longer play sports or

use the bathroom of her choice.

Some of those changes appear

to align with a Trump executive

order Wednesday intended to ban

transgender athletes from partici-

pating in girls’ and women’s

sports.

Meanwhile, school information

specialists, who fill the roles of li-

brarians, have been directed to re-

view books for indications of what

an executive order called “gender

ideology” or “discriminatory eq-

uity ideology.” 

Books that could fit those cate-

gories will be put off limits to stu-

dents pending a more thorough

evaluation, Griffin said Thursday.

The review could extend to text-

books and other reading materi-

als.

The agency is reviewing all DO-

DEA-adopted instructional re-

sources to ensure compliance

with the applicable executive or-

ders and Pentagon guidance, Grif-

fin said.

Trump’s executive order de-

fines “discriminatory equity ide-

ology” as “ideology that treats in-

dividuals as members of pre-

ferred or disfavored groups, rath-

er than as individuals, and

minimizes agency, merit, and ca-

pability in favor of immoral gener-

alizations.”

New Defense Secretary Pete

Hegseth has voiced support for

education grounded in patriotic

principles and Christian theology.

The 67,000-some children in DO-

DEA schools fall under the direc-

tion of the Pentagon. 

But Pentagon-driven changes

in DODEA curricula and stan-

dards are “not typically the proc-

ess,” said Schiavino-Narvaez, who

has more than 30 years of experi-

ence in education, including eight

years with DODEA prior to be-

coming the director.

The agency follows a federal

procurement system to buy high-

quality instructional materials

that align with its standards, she

said.

DODEA would welcome the op-

portunity to meet with Hegseth,

Schiavino-Narvaez said. 

“Every chance we get to show

off our schools, to showcase our

schools to our military leaders at

the Pentagon, we welcome that

opportunity,” she said.

Cultural observances end at DODEA schools

JENNIFER H. SVAN/Stars and Stripes 

Beth Schiavino-Narvaez, director of Department of Defense Education
Activity, visits Kaiserslautern High School in Germany on Wednesday.

Trump’s orders
spur review of
clubs, books

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN
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The 2023 study did not collect

samples from former or current

U.S. military bases on Okinawa

and cannot directly identify them

as the source of contamination,

said Timothy Ravasi, a marine sci-

ence professor at the Okinawa in-

stitute who contributed to the

study.

“But it’s possible that there is a

strong correlation there if you look

at the map,” he said by email

Tuesday.

Another researcher, University

of Florida associate professor

John Bowden, said pinpointing

specific PFAS sources on Okina-

wa, including potential U.S. mili-

tary activities, is difficult, partic-

ularly in populated areas.

“Typically, at least in the United

States, the wastewater treatment

plants only remove about 10% or

so PFAS from the effluent that

goes back into our water,” he said

KADENA AIR BASE, Okinawa

— Researchers found high con-

centrations of toxic “forever

chemicals” in seawater offshore

Okinawa in 2023, suggesting this

critical U.S. installation may be

the source, according to a recently

released study.

A study by U.S. and Japanese

scientists measured a total PFAS

concentration of 164.3 parts per

trillion in a single seawater sam-

ple taken in June 2023 near Kade-

na Marina, just north of the air

base. The finding represents the

highest total PFAS concentration

among 61 surface water samples

collected across Okinawa, includ-

ing 46 coastal, 13 inland and two

groundwater sites.

The study, conducted by the

Okinawa Institute of Science and

Technology and the University of

Florida, was published Dec. 3 by

the Royal Society of Chemistry.

Japan’s Environment Ministry

in December set a water quality

standard of 50 parts per trillion for

PFOS and PFOA, component

chemicals of PFAS. The U.S. Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency re-

fers to them as “forever chemi-

cals” because they persist in the

environment.

PFAS exposure has been linked

to an increased risk of certain tu-

mors in the liver, testicles, breasts

and pancreas, according to the

American Cancer Society. The

EPA has stated that no level of

PFAS is safe in drinking water.

A common source of PFAS con-

tamination was aqueous film-

forming foam used by military

firefighters at U.S. and Japanese

bases in the country. Both militar-

ies have phased out its use, and

U.S. Forces Japan announced last

year that it had incinerated its last

stockpiles. PFAS is also found in

water-repellent fabrics and non-

stick cookware, among other con-

sumer products.

by phone Wednesday.

The 2023 study measured PFOS

and PFOA at 78.9 parts per trillion

in the marina sample.

The 2023 study found the sec-

ond-highest total PFAS concen-

tration, 144.2 parts per trillion, in a

groundwater sample from Ukka

Gaa Spring near Marine Corps

Camp Hansen. PFOS and PFOA

concentrations there measured

76.2 parts per trillion.

A seawater sample south of Ka-

dena Air Base contained a total

PFAS level of 85.8 parts per tril-

lion. The PFOS and PFOA concen-

trations in that sample, at 44.6

parts per trillion, were below Ja-

pan’s safe water standard.

Bowden said he hopes to con-

duct further research on seasonal

PFAS fluctuations and their po-

tential impact on wildlife, fishing

and recreation in more densely

populated areas of the island.

High PFAS levels found near air base on Okinawa
BY BRIAN MCELHINEY

AND KEISHI KOJA

Stars and Stripes 
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Researchers found high levels of
PFAS in waters around Kadena
Marina near Kadena Air Base,
Okinawa, pictured here on
Wednesday.
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WAR IN UKRAINE

U.S. allies expect President Do-

nald Trump’s administration to

present a long-awaited plan to end

Russia’s war on Ukraine at the

Munich Security Conference in

Germany next week, according to

people familiar with the matter.

The blueprint would be present-

ed to allies by Trump’s special

representative for Ukraine and

Russia, Keith Kellogg, the people

said on condition of anonymity.

They declined to say how detailed

they expected the discussions to

be or what format they would take.

The proposal would be deli-

vered at the Feb. 14-16 conference

in the Bavarian city a week before

Russia’s war hits the three-year

mark. Kellogg and others have

dropped hints in recent weeks of

what Trump allies have referred

to as “peace through strength.”

Elements include potentially

freezing the conflict and leaving

territory occupied by Russian

forces in limbo while providing

Ukraine with security guarantees

to ensure that Moscow can’t attack

again.

Later this month, Kellogg is ex-

pected to make his first trip to Ky-

iv and elsewhere in the European

Union, according to people famil-

iar with the matter. In Ukraine, he

is expected to meet with Ukrai-

nian President Volodymyr Zelen-

skyy.

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian lead-

er is planning to travel to several

countries in the Gulf region after

the Munich conference.

Spokespeople at the office of the

Ukrainian President declined to

comment. Kellogg will continue to

engage allies to help fulfill

Trump’s promise to end the war,

National Security Council spokes-

person Brian Hughes said.

Ukrainian bonds, which have

been gaining in most of the last

three months on speculation of an

eventual movement toward

peace, added to those gains

Wednesday. Dollar notes due in

2035 and 2036 were trading at the

strongest levels since they were

issued last year.

Kellogg has signaled that the

U.S. would like to see elections

held in Ukraine after a ceasefire,

while Trump has indicated that

access to critical minerals in re-

turn for U.S. support could be part

of a settlement. The retired gener-

al on Wednesday confirmed plans

to attend the Munich gathering.

The U.S. president has also

threatened Moscow with sanc-

tions if it doesn’t engage in talks.

Ukraine’s top priority as an ulti-

mate security guarantee is NATO

membership, a prospect that Kyiv

has acknowledged is unlikely in

the short term. Zelenskyy said this

week that he’s open to elections af-

ter the war ends — and once mar-

tial law is lifted.

The Ukrainian president’s top

adviser, Andriy Yermak, spoke to

U.S. national security adviser Mi-

chael Waltz this week, while Rus-

sian President Vladimir Putin’s

spokesman said that contacts be-

tween U.S. and Russian agencies

were intensifying.

Both Putin and Zelenskyy sig-

naled that their previous refusal to

talk to each other has softened as

Trump’s plan approaches. 

In an interview late Tuesday

with television host Piers Morgan,

Zelenskyy reiterated his readi-

ness to talk to Putin to end the war,

in the presence of Ukraine’s part-

ners.

Trump envoy to share plan to end war
BY ALBERTO NARDELLI,

ANNMARIE HORDERN

AND DARYNA KRASNOLUTSKA

Bloomberg News  

KYIV, Ukraine — Ukrainian

forces struck an airfield in south-

ern Russia that was being used to

launch Iran-designed Shahed

drones, Ukraine’s General Staff

claimed Thursday, as France said

it had delivered a first batch of Mi-

rage fighter jets to Ukraine.

The nighttime attack on the Pri-

morsko-Akhtarsk airfield in Rus-

sia’s Krasnodar region started a

fire, the General Staff wrote on

Facebook. The facility houses and

fires drones and maintains air-

craft used to attack Ukraine’s

Kherson and Zaporizhzhia border

region.

It was not possible to indepen-

dently verify the claim. The Rus-

sian Defense Ministry reported

downing Ukrainian drones over

Krasnodar, but it didn’t say where

or mention the airfield.

Ukraine has developed its own

long-range drones as part of an ef-

fort to grow its domestic arms in-

dustry and become less depen-

dent on Western help to fight its al-

most three-year war with Russia.

The drones have at times reached

deep into Russia, hitting oil refin-

eries, weapons stores and air-

fields.

Meanwhile, French authorities

said they had delivered the first

fighter jets promised to Ukraine

by President Emmanuel Macron

last June. Ukraine has also re-

ceived F-16s from other European

countries, though Ukrainian offi-

cials have rarely mentioned them

in official comments about the

fighting. Russian forces fired 77

Shahed and other types of drones,

as well as two ballistic Iskander-M

missiles at Ukraine overnight, ac-

cording to Ukraine’s air force. 

Ukraine says
its drones hit
an airfield in
south Russia

Associated Press 

KYIV, Ukraine — Ukraine

wants to collaborate with partner

countries on postwar projects

worth billions of dollars not just in

mining rare earth elements but al-

so in energy and construction sec-

tors to help rebuild the country,

Ukrainian Foreign Minister An-

drii Sybiha said Wednesday.

Sybiha responded to comments

by President Donald Trump who

said Monday that he wanted to

gain access to Ukraine’s valuable

rare earth materials as a condition

for continuing support for its war

against Russia.

Ukrainian officials have said

Russia wants to get its hands on

Ukraine’s vast natural resources.

Kyiv intends to offer “guaran-

tees of the presence of major busi-

nesses in Ukraine and the vested

interests of our closest allies — the

United States — in developing

these (rare earth) deposits and en-

suring their protection,” the for-

eign minister said.

But cooperation should not be

limited to rare earth materials, Sy-

biha said in a news conference

alongside visiting U.K. Foreign

Secretary David Lammy.

Ukraine has “huge potential” to

become a guarantor of energy se-

curity in Europe by buying lique-

fied natural gas from the United

States and storing it in its massive

underground tanks for later distri-

bution, he said.

Sybiha also said there was “joint

interest” from Ukrainian and

American businesses in the post-

war reconstruction of Ukraine, es-

timated to cost more than $400 bil-

lion. “This will be one of the lar-

gest projects of this century and,

accordingly, one of the largest op-

portunities for our allies."

Meanwhile, Zelenskyy said in

an interview broadcast Tuesday

night that the war has killed 45,100

Ukrainian troops. The fighting al-

so has injured close to 390,000

troops, he told Piers Morgan Un-

censored on YouTube.

On Dec. 8, he said Ukraine had

lost some 43,000 soldiers on the

battlefield and 370,000 wounded.

Russia hasn't given its number

of killed since September 2022,

seven months after its all-out inva-

sion.

If the U.S. stops sending vital

military aid, that could also jeop-

ardize European support, Zelen-

skyy said in the interview. “With-

out a doubt, we cannot do without

this kind of (Western) support,” he

said.

Zelenskyy said Wednesday that

the United States must be part of

any Western troop deployment to

safeguard a peace deal with Rus-

sia and shield against another in-

vasion. 

Sending only European troops

would not be enough, he said.

“Because this is not just a mat-

ter of numbers, it is about sharing

responsibility and ensuring secur-

ity guarantees. This cannot be

done without the United States of

America,” he said at a news confe-

rence with Lammy.

Ukrainian forces are slowly los-

ing ground, especially in eastern

areas, where they are being

pushed backward.

Russia’s Defense Ministry

claimed Wednesday that Russian

troops had captured the villages of

Baranivka in the eastern Donetsk

region and Novomlynsk in the

northeastern Kharkiv region.

Baranivka’s capture is part of

Russia’s effort to envelop Pok-

rovsk, a key road and rail hub

whose loss would compromise a

wider area of defense, while the

seizure of Novomlynsk is part of

Russia’s onslaught toward Ku-

piansk, another important train

junction.

Ukraine keeps hitting the Rus-

sian military’s rear areas and sup-

ply lines in an effort to disrupt the

creeping advance.

Ukraine’s Army General staff

claimed Wednesday that Ukrai-

nian forces struck an oil refinery

in the Krasnodar region of Russia

overnight, setting it on fire.

According to the General Staff,

the oil refinery and petroleum

product manufacturing plant sup-

plies gasoline and diesel to the

Russian army.

The governor of the Krasnodar

region, Veniamin Kondratyev,

claimed that fragments of a

downed Ukrainian drone hit an oil

tank at an oil depot in the village of

Novominskaya early Wednesday,

sparking a fire.

The fire was put out shortly af-

ter and there were no injuries,

emergency officials said.

Ukraine considers postwar development
BY ILLIA NOVIKOV

Associated Press 

EVGENIY MALOLETKA/AP 

Ukrainian soldiers carry coffins of those who were killed on Feb. 1 by a Russian strike on residential build-
ing during a funeral ceremony in Poltava, Ukraine on Wednesday.
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President Donald Trump on

Thursday blamed last week’s

deadly collision of a passenger jet

and Army helicopter on what he

called an “obsolete” computer

system used by U.S. air traffic

controllers, and he vowed to re-

place it.

Trump said during an event that

“a lot of mistakes happened” on

Jan. 29 when an American Air-

lines flight out of Wichita, Kan.,

collided with an Army helicopter

as the plane was about to land at

Ronald Reagan National Airport

near Washington, killing all 67

people on board the two aircraft.

In the immediate aftermath of

the tragedy, Trump blamed diver-

sity hiring programs for the crash.

But on Thursday, he blamed the

computer system used by the

country’s air traffic controllers.

“It’s amazing that it happened,”

Trump said during a speech at the

National Prayer Breakfast at the

U.S. Capitol. “And I think that’s

going to be used for good. I think

what is going to happen is we’re all

going to sit down and do a great

computerized system for our con-

trol towers. Brand new — not

pieced together, obsolete.”

Trump said the U.S. spent bil-

lions of dollars trying to “renovate

an old, broken system” instead of

investing in a new one. He said in

his own private jet, he uses a sys-

tem from another country when

he lands because his pilot says the

existing system is obsolete.

Federal officials have been rais-

ing concerns about an overtaxed

and understaffed air traffic con-

trol system for years, especially

after a series of close calls be-

tween planes at U.S. airports.

Among the reasons they’ve cited

for staffing shortages are uncom-

petitive pay, long shifts, intensive

training and mandatory retire-

ments.

Trump said that if the nation

had a newer system, alarms would

have sounded when the Black

Hawk helicopter, which was on a

training exercise, reached the

same altitude as the plane.

But an FAA report after the

crash said that the controller did

get an alert that the plane and hel-

icopter were converging when

they were still more than a mile

apart. 

The controller responded by

asking the helicopter if it had the

plane in sight and directed the hel-

icopter to pass behind the plane.

The helicopter responded that it

did have the plane in sight.

An early focus of the investiga-

tion has been confirming the alti-

tude of the plane and helicopter.

The jet’s flight recorder showed

its altitude as 325 feet, plus or mi-

nus 25 feet.

Data from the airport’s air traf-

fic control system suggests the

helicopter was above its 200-foot

flight ceiling. The screen the con-

troller was looking at that night

showed that based on radar and

other data, the helicopter was at

300 feet, the NTSB said, noting

that the figure would have been

rounded to the nearest 100 feet.

To get more precise informa-

tion, investigators need to be able

to examine the wreckage of the

still-submerged Black Hawk to

verify the data. The helicopter

isn’t expected to be recovered un-

til later this week.

Trump blames ‘obsolete’ system for collision
BY JOSH FUNK

Associated Press 

President Donald Trump is

ready to take his fight against

transgender athletes to the Inter-

national Olympic Committee.

Trump said Wednesday during

a signing ceremony for an execu-

tive order aimed at banning trans-

gender athletes from women's

sports that his administration

wants the IOC to “change every-

thing having to do with the Olym-

pics and having to do with this ab-

solutely ridiculous subject" ahead

of the 2028 Summer Games in Los

Angeles.

The order empowers the Secre-

tary of State's office to pressure

the IOC to amend standards go-

verning Olympic sporting events

“to promote fairness, safety and

the best interests of female ath-

letes by ensuring that eligibility

for participation in women’s

sporting events is determined ac-

cording to sex and not gender

identity or testosterone reduc-

tion.”

The order also calls for the Sec-

retary of State and the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security to “re-

view and adjust, as needed, poli-

cies permitting admission to the

United States of males seeking to

participate in women’s sports.”

The IOC has allowed transgen-

der athletes to participate at the

Olympics since 2004. However, it

wasn't until 2021 that the first

openly transgender athletes com-

peted under the rings.

Outgoing IOC President Tho-

mas Bach said in December that

Olympic organizers were “very

confident” they could work with

the Trump administration. The

president initially backed Los An-

geles during his first administra-

tion when the city bid for the 2024

Games ultimately awarded to Pa-

ris.

Officials with the LA28 organiz-

ing committee did not immediate-

ly respond to a request for com-

ment.

LA28 organizing committee

chairman Casey Wasserman re-

portedly met with Trump in Flor-

ida last month before Trump’s

second term began, with Wasser-

man saying afterward both were

looking forward to delivering a

successful Games.

The IOC has largely stayed out

of the discussion around transgen-

der athletes, letting the interna-

tional governing bodies for each

sport set the parameters for gen-

der participation.

The rules can run the gamut.

Entities like World Aquatics have

very strict guidelines, while

World Triathlon rules are more

liberal.

The IOC's stance could change

considerably in the near future

following Bach's retirement.

Among the candidates to replace

Bach is former track star Sebas-

tian Coe, now the leader of World

Athletics. Coe has been a strong

proponent of limiting participa-

tion in female sports to cisgender

women.

Trump to pressure IOC to ban transgender athletes

ALEX BRANDON/AP 

President Donald Trump signs an executive order barring
transgender female athletes from competing in women's or girls'
sporting events, in the White House on Wednesday. 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President

Donald Trump said Thursday that

he wants to root out “anti-Chris-

tian bias” in the U.S., announcing

that he was forming a task force

led by Attorney General Pam Bon-

di to investigate the “targeting” of

Christians.

Speaking at two separate events

in Washington surrounding the

National Prayer Breakfast,

Trump said that he would direct

the task force to “immediately halt

all forms of anti-Christian target-

ing and discrimination within the

federal government, including at

the DOJ, which was absolutely

terrible, the IRS, the FBI — terri-

ble — and other agencies.”

Trump said Bondi would also

work to “fully prosecute anti-

Christian violence and vandalism

in our society and to move heaven

and earth to defend the rights of

Christians and religious believers

nationwide.”

The president’s comments

came after he joined the National

Prayer Breakfast at the Capitol, a

more than 70-year-old Washing-

ton tradition that brings together a

bipartisan group of lawmakers for

fellowship, and told lawmakers

there that his relationship with re-

ligion had “changed” after a pair

of failed assassination attempts

last year, and he urged Americans

to “bring God back” into their

lives.

An hour after calling for “unity”

on Capitol Hill, though, Trump

struck a more partisan tone at the

second event across town, an-

nouncing that, in addition to the

task force, he was forming a com-

mission on religious liberty, criti-

cizing the Biden administration

for “persecution” of believers for

prosecuting anti-abortion advo-

cates.

And Trump took a victory lap

over his early administration ef-

forts to roll back diversity, equity

and inclusion programs and to

limit transgender participation in

women’s sports.

“I don’t know if you’ve been

watching, but we got rid of woke

over the last two weeks,” he said.

“Woke is gone-zo.”

Trump’s new task force drew

criticism from Americans United

for Separation of Church and

State. 

The group’s president and CEO,

Rachel Laser, said “rather than

protecting religious beliefs, this

task force will misuse religious

freedom to justify bigotry, dis-

crimination, and the subversion of

our civil rights laws.”

Trump said at the Capitol that

he believes people “can’t be happy

without religion, without that be-

lief. Let’s bring religion back.

Let’s bring God back into our

lives.”

In 2023, the National Prayer

Breakfast split into two dueling

events, the one on Capitol Hill

largely attended by lawmakers

and government officials and a

larger private event for thousands

at a hotel ballroom. 

The split occurred when law-

makers sought to distance them-

selves from the private religious

group that for decades had over-

seen the bigger event, due to ques-

tions about its organization and

how it was funded.

Trump, at both venues, reflect-

ed on having a bullet coming with-

in a hair’s breadth of killing him at

a campaign rally in Butler, Pa.,

last year, telling lawmakers and

attendees, “It changed something

in me, I feel.”

“I feel even stronger,” he con-

tinued. “I believed in God, but I

feel, I feel much more strongly

about it. Something happened.” 

Speaking later at a separate

prayer breakfast sponsored by a

private group at a hotel, he re-

marked, “it was God that saved

me.’

The Republican president, who

identifies as a nondenominational

Christian, called religious liberty

“part of the bedrock of American

life” and called for protecting it

with “absolute devotion.”

Trump tells prayer breakfast he wants to root out ‘anti-Christian bias’
BY AAMER MADHANI

Associated Press

NATION
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SAN FRANCISCO — Google is

scrapping some of its diversity

hiring targets, joining a lengthen-

ing list of U.S. companies that

have abandoned or scaled back

their diversity, equity and inclu-

sion programs.

The move, which was outlined

in an email sent to Google em-

ployees on Wednesday, came in

the wake of an executive order is-

sued by President Donald Trump

that was aimed in part at pressur-

ing government contractors to

scrap their DEI initiatives. 

Like several other major tech

companies, Google sells some of

its technology and services to the

federal government, including its

rapidly growing cloud division

that’s a key piece of its push into

artificial technology.

Google’s parent company, Al-

phabet, also signaled the shift in

its annual 10-K report it filed this

week with the Securities and Ex-

change Commission. In it, Google

removed a line included in previ-

ous annual reports saying that it’s

“committed to making diversity,

equity, and inclusion part of ev-

erything we do and to growing a

workforce that is representative

of the users we serve.”

Google generates most of Al-

phabet’s annual revenue of $350

billion and accounts for almost all

of its worldwide workforce of

183,000.

“We’re committed to creating a

workplace where all our em-

ployees can succeed and have

equal opportunities, and over the

last year we’ve been reviewing

our programs designed to help us

get there,” Google said in a state-

ment to The Associated Press.

“We’ve updated our 10-K lan-

guage to reflect this, and as a fed-

eral contractor, our teams are also

evaluating changes required fol-

lowing recent court decisions and

executive orders on this topic.” 

The change in language also

comes slightly more than two

weeks after Google CEO Sundar

Pichai and other prominent tech-

nology executives — including

Tesla CEO Elon Musk, Amazon

founder Jeff Bezos, Apple CEO

Tim Cook and Meta Platforms

CEO Mark Zuckerberg — stood

behind Trump during his inaug-

uration. 

Meta jettisoned its DEI pro-

gram last month, shortly before

the inauguration, while Amazon

halted some of its DEI programs

in December following Trump’s

election.

Many companies outside of the

technology industry also have

backed away from DEI. Those in-

clude Walt Disney Co., McDo-

nald’s, Ford, Walmart, Target,

Lowe’s and John Deere.

Trump’s recent executive order

threatens to impose financial

sanctions on federal contractors

deemed to have “illegal” DEI pro-

grams. 

If the companies are found to be

in violation, they could be subject

to massive damages under the

1863 False Claims Act. 

That law states that contractors

that make false claims to the gov-

ernment could be liable for three

times the government’s damages.

The order also directed all fed-

eral agencies to choose the targets

of up to nine investigations of pub-

licly traded companies, large non-

profits and other institutions with

DEI policies that constitute “Ille-

gal discrimination or prefer-

ence.”

Google is scrapping
diversity hiring goals

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — New Attor-

ney General Pam Bondi on

Wednesday ordered a review of

the federal prosecution of Donald

Trump as she unveiled a series of

directives designed to overhaul a

Justice Department the president

claims is biased against conserva-

tives.

Hours after she was sworn in at

the White House, Bondi called for

the creation of “weaponization

working group” that will scruti-

nize the work of special counsel

Jack Smith, who charged Trump

in two criminal cases. The group

will also review “unethical prose-

cutions” stemming from the Jan.

6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol,

among other things, according to

the memo. 

The memo satisfies the long-

standing contention of Trump

and his allies that the Justice De-

partment under the Biden admin-

istration had become “weapon-

ized” against conservatives, even

though some of its most high-pro-

file probes concerned the Demo-

cratic president and his son, and

there’s been no evidence to sup-

port the idea that the prosecu-

tions against Trump were

launched for a partisan purpose.

It was one of 14 directives

signed by Bondi designed to roll

back Biden administration poli-

cies and align the Justice Depart-

ment with the priorities of a

White House determined to exert

control over federal law enforce-

ment and purge agencies of ca-

reer employees it views as disloy-

al. 

Among other directives Bondi

signed were orders to lift the mo-

ratorium on the federal death

penalty and end federal grants

administered by the Justice De-

partment for jurisdictions that

“unlawfully interfere with federal

law enforcement.”

Bondi herself had foresha-

dowed the “weaponization” work-

ing group’s creation by asserting

at her confirmation hearing last

month that the Justice Depart-

ment had “targeted Donald

Trump.” 

The Justice Department will

provide quarterly reports to the

White House on the progress of

the review, which will look for in-

stances where agencies’ actions

“appear to have been designed to

achieve political objectives or

other improper aims rather than

pursuing justice,” according to

the memo. 

In another memo, Bondi wrote

that prosecutors could face fir-

ings if they refuse to sign onto

briefs or appear in court to argue

on behalf of the administration,

saying it’s the department law-

yers’ job to “vigorously defend

presidential policies and actions

against legal challenges.” 

The flurry of activity signals a

dramatic reshaping of the Justice

Department under Bondi, a long-

time Trump ally and former Flor-

ida attorney general who defend-

ed the president during his first

impeachment trial against allega-

tions that he abused the power of

his office. 

Democrats who opposed Bon-

di’s confirmation have raised con-

cerns about whether she would

be able to lead a Justice Depart-

ment free of influence from the

White House given her close rela-

tionship with the president, who

repeatedly suggested on the cam-

paign trail that he would seek to

use the justice system to exact re-

venge on his perceived enemies. 

Attorney general orders review 
of federal cases against president

Associated Press 

EVAN VUCCI/AP 

Pam Bondi is sworn in as Attorney General by Supreme Court
Associate Justice Clarence Thomas, right, as President Donald Trump
and John Wakefield look on at the White House on Wednesday.

WASHINGTON — A federal

judge on Thursday temporarily

blocked President Donald

Trump’s plan to push out federal

workers by offering them finan-

cial incentives, the latest twist in a

chaotic and distressing saga play-

ing out for millions of government

employees.

The ruling came hours before

the midnight deadline for them to

apply for the deferred resignation

program. U.S. District Judge

George O’Toole Jr. in Boston di-

rected the administration to ex-

tend that deadline until after a

court hearing he scheduled for

Monday afternoon. 

O’Toole did not express an opi-

nion on the legality of the pro-

gram, which is being challenged

by several labor unions, and said

he would weigh arguments next

week.

At the White House, press sec-

retary Karoline Levitt said more

than 40,000 federal workers have

applied to leave in return for being

paid until Sept. 30.

“We encourage federal workers

in this city to accept the very gen-

erous offer,” she said at about the

same time as the judge’s ruling

came out. “They don’t want to

come into the office. If they want

to rip the American people off,

then they’re welcome to take this

buyout and we’ll find highly qual-

ified people” to replace them.

The deferred resignation pro-

gram was orchestrated by Elon

Musk, the billionaire entrepre-

neur who is serving as a top advis-

er to Trump. It is part of the Re-

publican president’s goal of re-

making the federal government,

weakening what his allies de-

scribe as the “deep state” that un-

dermined his first term. 

Administration officials said

they can save taxpayer money by

presenting employees with “a val-

uable, once-in-a-lifetime opportu-

nity.”

On Wednesday, the administra-

tion ramped up its pressure on

employees to leave, sending a re-

minder that layoffs or furloughs

could come next.

“The majority of federal agen-

cies are likely to be downsized

through restructurings, realign-

ments, and reductions in force,”

said the message from the Office

of Personnel Management, which

has been a nexus of Musk’s efforts

to downsize the government.

The email said anyone who re-

mains will be expected to be “loy-

al” and “will be subject to en-

hanced standards of suitability

and conduct as we move forward.”

Some employees could be reclas-

sified to limit civil service protec-

tions as well.

“Employees who engage in un-

lawful behavior or other miscon-

duct will be prioritized for appro-

priate investigation and disci-

pline, including termination,” the

email said.

Democrats said workers

shouldn’t accept the deferred re-

signation program because it

wasn’t authorized by Congress,

raising the risk they won’t get

paid.

“It’s a scam and not a buyout,”

said Everett Kelley, president of

the American Federation of Gov-

ernment Employees.

Kelley said he tells workers that

“if it was me, I wouldn’t do it.”

An employee at the Department

of Education, who spoke on condi-

tion of anonymity out of fear of re-

taliation, said the administration

appeared desperate to get people

to sign the agreement.

However, she said there were

too many red flags, such as a

clause waiving the right to sue if

the government failed to honor its

side of the deal.

Judge blocks Trump incentives to resign
Associated Press
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CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. —

New research shows that when an

asteroid slammed into the moon

billions of years ago, it carved out

a pair of grand canyons on the lu-

nar far side. 

That's good news for scientists

and NASA, which is looking to

land astronauts at the south pole

on the near, Earth-facing side un-

touched by that impact and con-

taining older rocks in original con-

dition.

U.S. and British scientists used

photos and data from NASA’s Lu-

nar Reconnaissance Orbiter to

map the area and calculate the

path of debris that produced these

canyons about 3.8 billion years

ago. They reported their findings

Tuesday in the journal Nature

Communications.

The incoming space rock

passed over the lunar south pole

before hitting, creating a huge ba-

sin and sending streams of boul-

ders hurtling at a speed of nearly 1

mile a second. The debris landed

like missiles, digging out two can-

yons comparable in size to Ari-

zona's Grand Canyon in barely 10

minutes. The latter, by compari-

son, took millions of years to form.

“This was a very violent, a very

dramatic geologic process,” said

lead author David Kring of the Lu-

nar and Planetary Institute in

Houston. 

Kring and his team estimate the

asteroid was 15 miles across and

that the energy needed to create

these two canyons would have

been more than 130 times that in

the world’s current inventory of

nuclear weapons.

Most of the ejected debris was

thrown in a direction away from

the south pole, Kring said. 

That means NASA’s targeted

exploration zone around the pole

mostly on the moon's near side

won’t be buried under debris,

keeping older rocks from 4 billion

plus years ago exposed for collec-

tion by moonwalkers. These older

rocks can help shed light not only

on the moon’s origins but also

Earth’s. 

Kring said it’s unclear whether

these two canyons are permanent-

ly shadowed like some of the cra-

ters at the moon’s south pole.

“That is something that we’re

clearly going to be reexamining,”

he said.

Permanently shadowed areas at

the bottom of the moon are

thought to hold considerable ice,

which could be turned into rocket

fuel and drinking water by future

moonwalkers. 

NASA’s Artemis program, the

successor to Apollo, aims to return

astronauts to the moon this dec-

ade. The plan is to send astronauts

around the moon next year, fol-

lowed a year or so later by the first

lunar touchdown by astronauts

since Apollo.

Ancient asteroid carved 2 grand canyons on moon

ERNIE T. WRIGHT/AP 

This image provided by NASA shows a view looking across the surface
of the moon, where an ancient asteroid strike carved out a pair of
grand canyons on the moon’s far side. 

BY MARCIA DUNN

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Three peo-

ple with a muscle-destroying dis-

ease destined to worsen got a little

stronger — able to stand and walk

more easily — when an implanted

device zapped their spinal cord.

On Wednesday, researchers re-

ported what they called the first

evidence that a spine-stimulating

implant already being tested for

paralysis might also aid neurode-

generative diseases like spinal

muscle atrophy — by restoring

some muscle function, at least

temporarily.

“These people were definitely

not expecting an improvement,”

said Marco Capogrosso, an assis-

tant professor at the University of

Pittsburgh who led the research.

Yet over the monthlong pilot

study, “they were getting better

and better.”

Spinal muscle atrophy, or SMA,

is a genetic disease that gradually

destroys motor neurons, nerve

cells in the spinal cord that control

muscles. 

That leads muscles to waste

away, especially in the legs, hips

and shoulders and sometimes

those involved with breathing and

swallowing. 

There is no cure. 

A gene therapy can save the

lives of very young children with a

severe form of the disease, and

there are some medicines to slow

worsening in older patients.

Stimulating the spinal cord with

low levels of electricity has long

been used to treat chronic pain but

Capogrosso’s team also has tested

it to help people paralyzed from

strokes or spinal cord injury move

their limbs unaided. While turned

on, it zaps circuits of dormant

nerves downstream of the injury

to activate muscles.

Then Capogrosso wondered if

that same technology might help

SMA in a similar way — by revv-

ing up related sensory nerves so

they wake up damaged muscle

cells, helping them move to com-

bat wasting.

The Pitt researchers implanted

electrodes over the lower spinal

cord of three adults with SMA and

tested their muscle strength, fa-

tigue, range of motion and chang-

es in gait and walking distance

when the device was firing and

when it was turned off.

It didn’t restore normal move-

ment but with just a few hours of

spinal stimulation a week, all

quickly saw improvements in

muscle strength and function, re-

searchers reported in the journal

Nature Medicine.

“With a progressive disease you

never get any better,” said study

participant Doug McCullough, 57,

of Franklin Park, N.J. “Either

you’re staying stable or getting

worse. So having any improve-

ment is just a really surreal and

very exciting benefit.”

All three participants signifi-

cantly increased how far they

could walk in six minutes, and one

who initially couldn’t stand from a

kneeling position could by the

study’s end, Capogrosso said. And

McCullough’s gait changed so that

each step was about three times

longer.

“They get less fatigued so they

can walk for longer,” Capogrosso

said. “Even a person this many

years into the disease can im-

prove.”

Intriguingly, researchers found

the improvements didn’t disap-

pear as soon as the stimulator was

switched off, though they did fade

as participants were tracked after

the study ended.

McCullough said even when the

stimulator was turned off, some

nights his legs “would just feel su-

percharged.”

While he understood that the

device had to be removed at the

study’s end, he was disappointed.

He said there were some lingering

benefits at his six-week checkup

but none after six months. 

Neuroscientist Susan Harkema,

who led pioneering studies of

stimulation for spinal cord inju-

ries while at the University of

Louisville, cautioned the new

study is small and short but called

it an important proof of concept.

She said it’s logical to test the tech-

nique against a list of muscle-de-

generating diseases.

“Human spinal circuitry is very

sophisticated — it’s not just a

bunch of reflexes controlled by

the brain,” said Harkema, now

with the Kessler Foundation, a re-

habilitation research nonprofit.

“This is a very solid study, an im-

portant contribution to move for-

ward.”

At Pitt, Capogrosso said some

small but longer studies are get-

ting underway.

Spine-zapping implant helps 3 people walk better

UPMC, University of Pittsburgh Health Sciences /AP 

This 2023 image from video shows Doug McCullough, who has spinal muscular atrophy, during tests of
experimental spinal cord stimulation to improve muscle function in Pittsburgh.

BY LAURAN NEERGAARD

Associated Press 
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has warned that an expulsion of

Palestinians would destabilize the

region and undermine its peace

treaty with Israel, a cornerstone of

stability and American influence

for decades.

Saudi Arabia, another key U.S.

ally, has also rejected any mass

transfer of Palestinians and says it

will not normalize relations with

Israel — a key goal of the Trump

administration — without the cre-

ation of a Palestinian state that in-

cludes Gaza.

Trump and Israeli officials have

depicted the proposed relocation

from war-ravaged Gaza as volun-

tary, but the Palestinians have

universally expressed their deter-

mination to remain in their home-

land.

Trump and Israeli officials have

not said how they would respond if

Palestinians refuse to leave. But

Human Rights Watch and other

groups say the plan, if implement-

ed, would amount to “ethnic

cleansing,” the forcible relocation

of the civilian population of an eth-

nic group from a geographic area.

Israeli Defense Minister Israel

Katz said Thursday that he has or-

dered the military to make prep-

arations to facilitate the emigra-

tion of large numbers of Palesti-

nians from Gaza through land

crossings as well as “special ar-

rangements for exit by sea and

air.”

There were no immediate signs

of such preparations on the

ground.

Trump said he wanted to “per-

manently” resettle most of Gaza’s

population in other countries and

for the United States to take

charge of clearing debris and re-

building Gaza as a “Riviera of the

Middle East” for all people. 

He did not rule out the deploy-

ment of U.S. troops there.

U.S. officials later appeared to

walk it back, saying the relocation

of Palestinians would be tempor-

ary and that Trump had not com-

mitted to putting American boots

on the ground or spending Amer-

ican tax dollars in Gaza.

Egyptian President Abdel-Fat-

tah el-Sissi has not publicly re-

sponded to Trump’s stunning pro-

posal that most of Gaza’s popula-

tion of 2.3 million Palestinians be

relocated and the United States

take charge of rebuilding the terri-

tory. 

Israel’s 15-month campaign

against the militant Hamas group

had reduced large parts of Gaza to

rubble before a fragile ceasefire

took hold last month.

But Egyptian officials, speaking

Wednesday on condition of ano-

nymity to discuss the closed-door

talks, said Cairo has made clear to

the Trump administration and Is-

rael that it will resist any such pro-

posal, and that the peace deal with

Israel — which has stood for near-

ly half a century — is at risk.

One official said the message

has been delivered to the Penta-

gon, the State Department and

members of the U.S. Congress. 

A second official said it has also

been conveyed to Israel and its

Western European allies, includ-

ing Britain, France and Germany.

A Western diplomat in Cairo, al-

so speaking anonymously because

the discussions have not been

made public, confirmed receiving

the message from Egypt through

multiple channels. The diplomat

said Egypt was very serious and

viewed the plan as a threat to its

national security.

The diplomat said Egypt reject-

ed similar proposals from the Bi-

den administration and European

countries early in the war, which

was sparked by Hamas’ Oct. 7,

2023, attack into southern Israel. 

The earlier proposals were

broached privately, while Trump

announced his plan at a White

House press conference alongside

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu.

Hamas, which still rules most of

Gaza, has repeatedly condemned

Trump’s proposal. 

On Thursday it said that any

U.S. takeover of Gaza would be

considered an occupation, imply-

ing that the militant group would

respond with armed resistance.

The group has yet to draw any

connection between its objections

to Trump’s proposal and the ongo-

ing ceasefire. 

It’s unclear if it will have any

impact on the next release of Is-

raeli hostages and Palestinian

prisoners, set for Saturday.

Gaza: US officials walk back some of Trump’s comments about plans
FROM PAGE 1
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TEHRAN, Iran — Iran has in-

augurated its first drone-carrier

warship, saying the vessel is capa-

ble of operating in oceans far from

its mainland, the official IRNA

news agency reported Thursday. 

The report said the vessel,

manned by the paramilitary Rev-

olutionary Guard’s navy, can car-

ry several squadrons of drones as

well as helicopters and cruise mis-

siles. 

Named Shahid Bagheri, the

warship is capable of launching

cruise missiles, IRNA said. 

With a 180-meter-long runway

for drones, the vessel can travel up

to 22,000 nautical miles without

needing to refuel in ports. 

The report said it was converted

from a commercial ship and

would increase Iran’s power of de-

terrence.

Footage broadcast by state TV

on the inauguration showed at

least four helicopters and three

drones on the runway of the war-

ship.

Chief of the Guard, Gen. Hos-

sein Salami, said at the ceremony

that the warship can travel “inde-

pendently” in seas for up to one

year. 

Iran needs to increase its deter-

rence capacity to prevent war, he

said, stressing that Iran doesn’t

wish to wage war with any coun-

try. 

“Iran is not considered a threat

to any country, but we do not bow

before threat by any power,” Sala-

mi said.

Chief of the Guard’s navy Adm.

Ali Reza Tangsiri said it took more

than two years to convert the new

warship out of the commercial

vessel. 

Iran has long vowed to increase

its naval presence on seas world-

wide.

Iran inaugurates drone-carrying warship
Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — One

U.S. service member and three

defense contractors were killed

Thursday when an aircraft con-

tracted by the U.S. military

crashed in a rice field in the south-

ern Philippines, U.S. Indo-Pacific

Command said.

The aircraft was conducting a

routine mission “providing intelli-

gence, surveillance, and recon-

naissance support at the request

of our Philippine allies,” the com-

mand said in a statement. It said

the cause of the crash was under

investigation.

The Civil Aviation Authority of

the Philippines also confirmed the

crash of a light plane in Maguinda-

nao del Sur province. 

The bodies of the four people

were retrieved from the wreckage

in Ampatuan town, said Ameer Je-

had Tim Ambolodto, a safety offi-

cer of Maguindanao del Sur. Indo-

Pacific Command said the names

of the crew were being withheld

pending family notifications.

Windy Beaty, a provincial di-

saster-mitigation officer, said she

received reports that residents

saw smoke coming from the air-

craft and heard an explosion be-

fore it plummeted to the ground

less than half a mile from a cluster

of farmhouses.

Nobody was reported injured on

or near the crash site, Beaty said.

U.S. forces have been deployed

in a Philippine military camp in

the country’s south for decades to

help provide advise and training

to Filipino forces battling Muslim

militants. 

US service member, 3 contractors
killed in Philippines aircraft crash

SAM MALA/AP 

A U.S. military-contracted plane crashed Thursday in the southern
Philippines. 

Associated Press 



HEALTH & FITNESS

T
o some people, the

word “yoga” evokes

ritualistic chanting,

long breaths and

slow movement. To others, it

means contorting your body

into ever more complicated

positions until sweat drips

onto the mat.

In reality, it can be both —

with a lot of variation in be-

tween. It depends on the

teacher, who could be trained

in several of numerous yoga

styles: hatha, vinyasa, Iyen-

gar, ashtanga, yin and more.

Though all styles involve

poses (asanas), they differ in

significant ways. Even class-

es within the same style can

range from calming to vigor-

ous.

So what is the best type of

class for a beginner?

“The best is the one that

works for you,” said Tim Se-

nesi, who has been teaching

yoga in Orange County, Cal-

if., for 22 years. “There are

many different paths leading

toward the same aim.”

Here’s a primer on some of

the most popular styles, fol-

lowed by a big caveat:

Hatha/yin yoga styles
The term “yoga,” which is

derived from the Sanskrit for

“union,” actually encompasses

an entire discipline that includes

movement, meditation and life-

style. Hatha, meaning “force,”

technically is any kind of yoga

class involving asanas. If you’ve

ever heard of a sun salutation, for

instance, that is a foundational

sequence of 12 asanas that begin

many types of classes.

When it comes to classes listed

as hatha, however, they generally

are gentler with more focus on

breathing exercises (pranaya-

ma). Poses are held for a few

breaths and students usually

move more slowly. Hatha can be

good for beginners who are look-

ing to relax while improving

flexibility and balance.

Another style, yin, is even

more focused on recovery by

working to stretch the muscles’

connective tissue. Students hold

poses for five minutes or more,

allowing the body to settle into a

pose rather than pushing it.

Vinyasa/ashtanga styles
A more vigorous, flowing form

of yoga, vinyasa coordinates

movement with breath over a

progression of asanas. Some

higher-level vinyasa classes

move at a pace of one movement

per breath.

Often they will be called Flow

or Power classes. They can be

appropriate for people who are

more athletic, but teachers still

recommend that those students

start with a beginner level.

“I wouldn’t really encourage

them to start in a higher level

vinyasa flow class because

they’re not going to have the

foundation to move safely

through that,” said Anne Van

Valkenburg, of Lanai, Hawaii,

who has been training yoga

teachers in a blend of styles for

18 years.

Another style, ashtanga, is

similar except that it involves a

set series of poses that students

repeat day after day, often going

at their own pace. As students get

stronger, they advance to a high-

er series with more challenging

poses, something akin to belt

levels in martial arts.

Iyengar style
This style involves the same

poses as vinyasa but classes

usually move at a slower pace —

although they are not necessarily

easier. The focus is more on

precisely aligning parts of the

body through small adjustments.

Poses are held for longer and

students rely more often on

props including cushions, blocks

or straps.

Iyengar is particularly good for

people recovering from injuries,

or for people who are already

active but want to get the founda-

tion of yoga before moving into

different styles. 

A caveat about styles
These days, most teachers

blend various styles in their

classes, and many classes aren’t

billed with these terms. The few

words describing the class

should give you an idea of what

to expect, but don’t be afraid to

ask questions at the studio or

reach out to individual teachers.

Ideally, seek out a beginner

series, but if you can’t find one

that’s right, don’t worry. Most

teachers are happy to have be-

ginners in their classes and will

make accommodations. 

Most of all, commit to trying a

few classes until you find the

style or teacher that resonates

with you. 

“I feel sad when someone tries

yoga once or twice and they’re

like, ‘Eh, I don’t like it,’” Van

Valkenburg said. “There’s just so

much out there that you might be

missing something that’s super

beneficial for your life.”

AP

Yogi Stephanie Rodriguez practices yoga on the Edge sky deck at 30 Hudson Yards in the borough of
Manhattan in New York on May 24, 2023. Though they differ, all styles involve poses or asanas.

Pose proposal 
A guide to finding the right yoga style for you 

BY ALBERT STUMM

Associated Press 
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VIDEO GAMES

Word games aren’t the most popular

genre among hardcore gamers, but they

are one of the oldest forms of play and the

most accessible. They’ve been a staple of

newspapers, which feature crossword

puzzles and word searches, and they have

evolved in the digital space with the explo-

sive success of Wordle.

Although most word games are decep-

tively simple, they have room for depth.

Blaz Urban Gracar and Ferran Ruiz Sala,

two indie game developers, explore wider

frontiers with their app game Lok. Based

on the critically acclaimed puzzle book,

the project introduces players to a myste-

rious language that uses a 26-letter Latin

alphabet.

How to play
The goal of each level is to color in all

the letters by incorporating them into

magical words. The first word players

learn is “Lok,” and when they spell it out,

they color in those letter boxes and one

additional letter block anywhere on the

board. By running through each word and

its accompanying puzzles, players learn

how those simple rules can be bent and

twisted.

For example, if blocks are already col-

ored in from a previous action, they act as

bridges as long as the word flows in one

direction. Those lessons become more

important the further players advance in

the campaign. They learn that the second

word “Tlak” lets them color in two ad-

jacent tiles, and another word, “Ta,” lets

players fill in tiles of a one-letter type.

Meanwhile, “Be” gives players the op-

portunity to change a blank tile with any

letter they choose while “Lolo” has the

ability to mark out tiles in a diagonal line.

Increasing complexity
Lok starts off simple, but it grows more

complex as the developers weave in more

words and concepts. It especially grows

harder when developers introduce “X,”

which acts as a connector allowing players

to switch directions while spelling a word.

Fortunately, the letter X is never used up

when incorporated to form a word.

The puzzle solving feels like a word

search at times, and at other moments it’s

like a chess game where you have to attain

checkmate in a limited number of moves.

Players look through the puzzles for the

right magic words and figure out how they

interact and interlock for the next move. It

involves planning and flexible thinking,

but the fun is in the aha moment when

players grind through trial and error for a

solution or stumble upon a move they

never considered before.

It’s a glorious feeling akin to figuring

out a crossword puzzle clue that has re-

mained annoyingly elusive. It’s like re-

moving a splinter in the mind.

Gracar and Sala, the developers, wrap

their puzzle game in the conceit of learn-

ing a magical language and they fill it with

cute characters to bring life into the pro-

ceedings. The idea is that the Lok-lings

(I’ll call the creatures that for the lack of a

better word) can only live on blackened

tiles and as players run through each

word, they give them more real estate to

expand and build their civilization.

Uneven difficulty
Like much of the game, the hand-drawn

imagery subtly conveys a narrative but

there’s no written story. And while the

campaign stops hand-holding as players

grow comfortable with the gameplay, but

it does so to its detriment.

Lok has areas where the difficulty

jumps or where the developers throw so

much at players that it can be overwhelm-

ing. At times, it feels as though players are

tossed to the wolves without a steady les-

son to build their skills. Lok can be so

frustrating at times that puzzle solvers will

just walk away or watch a YouTube video

for solutions.

The game has a hint system but it’s

bare-bones. The bigger issue is that the

puzzle design, and the system of how con-

cepts are taught, need more polish.

Themed levels need to hammer home

lessons and be better building blocks be-

fore the campaign throws more complex

puzzles. It becomes so intimidating that

players may not know where to start.

If they stick with it, Lok can be reward-

ing in the same way that completing a

crossword is. It tests mental flexibility and

could be the next addictive word game.

Platforms: Android, iOS

Online: lok-digital.com

DRAKNEK & FRIENDS/TNS photos

Lok is based on a puzzle book that cleverly teaches players magical words that are used to clear puzzle spaces. The first word players
learn is “Lok. ” When they spell it out, they can color in those letter boxes and one additional letter block anywhere on the board.

Learning the language of Lok
New game for iOS and Android feels like a word search at times, chess at others 

BY GIESON CACHO

The Mercury News 

The creatures in Lok huddle around a fire,
and as players solve more puzzles, they
see their world grow more modern. 

The last time a new Grand Theft Auto

game launched, Barack Obama was presi-

dent and Bruce Willis was still filming

“Die Hard” movies. Since then, fans have

been clamoring for a new entry to the

series, but the success of Grand Theft

Auto V and its online component gave the

title a ridiculously long tail that has

spanned two console generations.

Suffice to say, plenty of pent-up demand

has built for Grand Theft Auto VI. The

upcoming titles returns the franchise to

the state of Leonida, Rockstar Games’

version of Florida, and its main metropolis

Vice City. Not much is known beyond the

open-world games’ two characters, Lucia,

and her male partner, and some of the

locales featured in the trailer.

As the hype train leaves the station in

2025, expect a slow drip of information

and excitement to reach a fever pitch for

what’s likely to be the biggest game of the

year. It has no release date other than fall

of 2025.

Although that’s the most anticipated

title, there are plenty of other heavy hit-

ters coming in 2025, including a slew of

sequels such as Monster Hunter Wilds,

Death Stranding 2: On the Beach and

Metroid Prime 4: Beyond. Other notable

titles include inZOI, which is an intriguing

life simulation from Krafton that looks

comparable to The Sims but with better

visuals.

Lastly, gamers are expecting Nintendo

to launch a successor to the Nintendo

Switch. The portable console has been

showing its age over the past few years. A

new machine from Nintendo will be just as

big as Grand Theft Auto VI and will likely

be one of the most in-demand holiday

gifts.

All of this means that 2025 is shaping up

to be a strong year for video games, and it

could potentially be the best since 2018.

New GTA
among most
anticipated
titles of year 

The Mercury News 

ROCKSTAR GAMES/TNS 

Plenty of pent-up demand has built for
Grand Theft Auto VI, which is scheduled 
to be released in this fall.
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TRAVEL

W
hen an iconic painting is in need of restora-

tion, it is usually taken to a studio to be

worked on in seclusion.

In the case of a massive Peter Paul Ru-

bens masterpiece in Antwerp, the artist’s Belgian home-

town, the studio had to be taken to the painting. In the

largest room of Antwerp’s Royal Fine Arts Museum, the

restorers have the eyes of visitors on their backs and —

sometimes — criticism ringing in their ears.

At 19.6 feet, the “Enthroned Madonna Adored by

Saints,” a lush swirl of flesh, fabric and drapes, stands

taller than an adult giraffe. A team of six restorers is

poring over it for a two-year cleanup, which is scheduled

to end this fall. Compare that to Rubens himself, who

could put paint to canvas on such a massive work in only

a few weeks. 

No wonder such panache, the grand gesture in a simple

brushstroke, left all in awe — then and now. Rubens,

perhaps Antwerp’s most famous son, painted the work in

1628 in the studio of his house in the city. 

“It’s such a flamboyant painter that, yeah, we love it,”

said Ellen Keppens, grasping for the proper effusive

words. Together with her twin sister, Jill, Ellen is leading

an international team of six women restorers. 

On a recent morning, they were applying undertones to

the Baroque masterpiece, sometimes crawling along the

wood-paneled floor to apply a touch here or there. Later,

they had to crouch under a metal staircase before head-

ing up to the top corner for another dab of retouching

there. Who ever said art restoration was not physical

labor? 

“Like our colleague says, she’s become really good at

yoga,” said Keppens of a team member. “You notice that

you can bend in all kind of angles in front of a painting.”

When a crick in her neck gets too bad, she can just walk

to the computer desk next to the painting for some admin-

istrative work. 

She’d better not look too far to her left down the room

known as the Rubens gallery. At the other end stands

another iconic work of the master, equally daunting and

gigantic, and also badly in need of restoration: “The Ad-

oration of the Magi.” 

Koen Bulckens, the curator of the Baroque section at

the museum, knows the challenges ahead. 

“We will use this studio now for the treatment of this

work,” he said, looking at the Madonna, the brightness of

the original paint revealed after the painstaking removal

of aged varnish. Then, he said, comes “another work,

which is the ‘Adoration of the Magi.’”

And the clock is ticking. “The project is set to end in

2027, which will be the 450th anniversary of Rubens’

birth. So it will be a jubilee year,” Bulckens said. 

As with so many centuries-old paintings, the biggest

problems are old varnish and bad previous restorations. 

“This work was covered by a very exceptionally, I must

say, thick and yellow varnish which distorted on the one

hand the colors, but on the other hand also the brush-

work, which had become impossible to see,” Bulckens

said. 

In addition, two paintings hanging on either side of the

Madonna had been cleaned 35 years ago, leaving the

Rubens in the middle looking jaundiced. 

“It was obvious how yellow it looked. You can play with

the museum light to make it a bit bluer, but that was

really not a definitive solution,” he said. 

Removing the varnish, though, left the painted surface

with a dull complexion. Restorers working in a studio

know the removal is part of the process, and the final

result will only look more splendid later. At the museum

itself, some visitors were convinced the beloved painting

was being ruined and, despite the ample “do not disturb”

signs, let their concerns be known. 

“Some absolutely we don’t realize it. And then they

think, like, was it a good idea? Yes, of course it was a good

idea,” Keppens said. “We know what’s going to happen

next,” once new varnish and touches are applied.

“Sometimes you have a moment to explain to visitors,

but often we are just working and, yeah, but then we hear

the comments in the background, of course,” she said. 

Standing up for the master — and for their own work —

now comes naturally. After dealing with Rubens, month

in and month out, “he is a very large part of our lives.” 

VIRGINIA MAYO/AP 

Art conservators Jill Keppens, left, and Kayla Metelenis, right, work on sections of the 19.6-foot “Enthroned Madonna Adored by Saints,” painted by
Flemish artist Peter Paul Rubens, at the Royal Museum of Fine Arts in Antwerp, Belgium, Jan. 28. The restoration project is set to end in 2027.

Big painting, bigger restoration project
Rubens’ 19.6-foot-tall ‘Enthroned Madonna Adored by Saints’ in midst of physically demanding 2-year cleanup in Antwerp

BY RAF CASERT AND VIRGINIA MAYO

Associated Press 

KMSKA/AP 

The “Enthroned Madonna Adored by Saints,” shown after
varnish removal and initial filling, but prior to retouching. 
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MUSIC

T
he Grammy Awards have long been crit-

icized over a lack of diversity, with a histo-

ry of artists of color, women, and rap and

R&B musicians being snubbed for top

prizes. Sunday’s edition suggests that

something may have shifted.

Beyoncé, the most awarded and nominated artist in

Grammys history, finally won album of the year for her

country-and-then-some album, “Cowboy Carter,” further-

ing her dedication to recentering Black art in popular

culture. Kendrick Lamar took home two of the top four

prizes of the night, celebrating hip-hop on a show that has

historically neglected the genre. The Grammys placed

young pop performers in the spotlight at the moment of

their ascent, meeting the contemporary music moment. 

The Recording Academy has made concerted efforts to

diversify in recent years. Could it be those strides have

already paid off in a course correction? Or were the 2025

Grammys simply a one-off?

A feud squashed 
Recording Academy CEO Harvey Mason Jr. appeared

onstage to address “some real criticism” facing the orga-

nization behind the Grammys.

“Artists were pretty vocal with their complaints,” he

said, reaching back to 2020: “The Weeknd called out the

academy for lack of transparency in our awards. He went

so far as to announce he was boycotting the Grammys.”

Five years can make a world of difference. At the end

of his speech, Mason introduced The Weeknd as a sur-

prise performer, making his first appearance at the

Grammys since 2017.

His return suggested approval of a new voting class —

several presenters took care to note that the awards were

decided by more than 13,000 voting members.

Peter A. Berry, a music journalist with work in XXL

and Complex, believes that reading might be too pat,

though. “He performed to promote his new album,” he

said, referencing The Weeknd’s “Hurry Up Tomorrow.”

That timing aligned with the Grammys’ need to highlight

its reform.

“I can’t remove my cynical music industry lens,” he

says. “Time heals all wounds when you need promo.”

A more diverse voting body 
Of the Recording Academy’s current voting member-

ship, 66% are men, 49% are white and 66% are over the

age of 40. But the academy announced last year that 3,000

female voting members had been added since 2019. Two-

thirds of the total voting body joined in the last five years. 

JORDAN STRAUSS, INVISION/AP 

Chappell Roan’s breakout year was recognized with six
Grammy nominations and a win for best new artist.

CHRIS PIZZELLO, INVISION/AP 

Beyoncé, the most awarded and nominated artist in
Grammys history, finally won album of the year for her
country-and-then-some album, “Cowboy Carter.”

RICHARD SHOTWELL, INVISION/AP 

Kendrick Lamar won Grammys for record of the year,
best rap performance, best rap song, best music video
and song of the year.

ANALYSIS

Finally, signs of a shift
Beyoncé and Kendrick Lamar led one of the best Grammys in years. Have the awards transformed?

BY MARIA SHERMAN

Associated Press

SEE SHIFT ON PAGE 17
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In that same time, the academy has increased

the number of members who identify as peo-

ple of color by 63%, with 100% growth in

Asian American and Pacific Islander voters,

90% growth in Black voters and 43% growth

in Latino voters.

At the 2024 Grammys, women dominated

the major categories and as a result, every

televised competitive Grammy went to at

least one woman. It appeared to reflect con-

temporary interest in female pop performers

— Taylor Swift, Miley Cyrus, Victoria Monét

and Karol G, among them. In 2025, that trend

continued. Women received every single

televised award on Sunday night with the

exception of Lamar’s and one shared be-

tween Lady Gaga and Bruno Mars.

“They got it right this year,” Berry says.

“Maybe it is that the voting committee

changed.”

Nominees and winners reflect
contemporary interest 

The nominations announced in November

acknowledged the artists who led the con-

versation in 2024. Beyoncé was celebrated

with 11 nominations, what Kinitra D. Brooks

— an academic and author of “The Lemon-

ade Reader” — says was the result of voters

finally recognizing “this is clearly someone

who deserves the respect of her peers.”

Chappell Roan and Sabrina Carpenter,

experiencing breakout years, received six

nods each. The ubiquitous, discourse-dom-

inating “Not Like Us” from Lamar and Charli

xcx’s “BRAT” also received recognition.

And that translated to awards. There were

a number of first-time award winners, many

women and people of color like Doechii, Ca-

rin León and Sierra Ferrell. In the relatively

new songwriter of the year, non-classical

category, Amy Allen became the first woman

to take home the trophy.

A move in the right 
direction for hip-hop 

“Not Like Us” was an early winner at the

Grammys’ Premiere Ceremony, receiving

trophies for music video, rap song and rap

performance. It marked Lamar’s seventh

time winning in that last category. But it was

his presence during the main broadcast that

really made a splash. One of the biggest glob-

al hits of 2024, his Drake diss track won song

and record of the year — only the second

hip-hop single to ever win record of the year.

By the end of the night, “Not Like Us” had

won all five awards for which it was nomi-

nated.

Lamar’s recognitions arrived the year after

Jay-Z criticized the Grammys for ignoring

the rap legends before him — those who

brought hip-hop to the preeminent music

award show, only to have rap categories not

make the official broadcast.

“We want you all to get it right,” Jay-Z said

last year. “At least get it close to right.”

Berry describes Lamar’s wins as “a layup,”

a celebration of one of the great rap records

of recent history.

And though Lamar’s wins meant more

hip-hop on the broadcast, Berry says the

Grammys’ hip-hop picks tend to be predict-

able. He says there’s a “cookie cutter” formu-

la for the kind of rappers the Recording

Academy recognizes.

“The more esoteric and abstract rap,” as

well as “the mid-level street rap,” goes large-

ly ignored, he says.

Course-correcting 
the biggest blind spot 

Beyoncé’s album of the year victory was

widely thought long overdue. The superstar

had four of her albums nominated in the

category before winning on her fifth.

She seemingly alluded to it in her accep-

tance speech: “It’s been many, many years,”

she said.

“I Am... Sasha Fierce” lost to Taylor Swift

for “Fearless” in 2010. In 2015, her self-titled

album “Beyoncé” lost to Beck’s “Morning

Phase,” and Harry Styles’ “Harry’s House”

beat “Renaissance” in 2023. Perhaps most

infamously, though, was the loss of “Lemon-

ade” to Adele’s “25.”

“I can’t possibly accept this award. And I’m

very humbled, and I’m very grateful and

gracious, but my artist of my life is Beyoncé,”

Adele said in her 2017 acceptance speech,

holding back tears.

In winning album of the year Sunday,

Beyoncé became the first Black woman to

win the top prize in the 21st century. The last

was Lauryn Hill with “The Miseducation of

Lauryn Hill,” 26 years ago. Before her were

Natalie Cole and Whitney Houston, and the

list ends there.

Brooks believes “Beyoncé reflects that

Black women can be excellent and still ig-

nored in very particular ways — because this

is a top honor in her field.”

Emily Lordi, a Vanderbilt University pro-

fessor whose focus is African American liter-

ature and Black popular music, describes

“Cowboy Carter” as “an album with a capital

A — one that explicitly aims to restore the

Black roots and routes of country, a genre

long coded as white. It is the kind of historic

intervention the academy could not fail to

recognize — it was undeniable.”

Berry points to the fact that the record’s

country influence may have aligned with the

academy’s traditionalist voters — but also

appealed to those inspired by its break with

convention.

“It is some cosmic justice being done,” says

Berry. “It might not be the best Bey album,

but it was the best of the category.”

Even Grammys’ host Trevor Noah couldn’t

help but acknowledge the milestone: “We

finally saw it happen, everyone,” he said.

That, we did.

Shift: Women have
made big strides in
past two Grammys
FROM PAGE 16

RICHARD SHOTWELL, INVISION/AP 

Doechii poses in the press room with the award for best rap album for “Alligator Bites Never
Heal” on Sunday in Los Angeles. Doechii was among the first-time Grammy winners this year.

Sarah Klang
Beautiful Woman (Nettwerk)

In a clipped Nordic accent,

Swedish indie folk singer Sarah

Klang politely asked the sound-

board operator at Nashville’s

Blue Room to turn up her mi-

crophone. The request, made

recently during a rare U.S.

performance in the intimate

music space attached to Jack

White’s Third Man Records,

seemed entirely unnecessary.

Her voice could fill every

crevice of the room, even if she

used no microphone at all. Live,

just as on record, her tone pins

you down and holds you the

moment she opens her mouth.

On her fifth album, “Beauti-

ful Woman,” released Feb. 7,

Klang worked for the first time

with American producer Eric

D. Johnson, known for his work

with Bonny Light Horseman,

the Fruit Bats and the Shins. It’s

a winning partnership that

lands somewhere between

folksy Americana and ’90s

jangle-pop, set apart not only by

Klang’s voice but also by her

honesty. 

“Practicing every night /

How to dance in slow motion,”

she sings on the title cut. “Writ-

ing in my diary, goals for the

new year / 16 and alone in my

room.”

Klang leans into the song’s

chorus with characteristic di-

rectness. “When I grow up,”

she sings, “I want to be a beau-

tiful woman.”

If wistfulness had its own

voice, it might sound like her.

Klang manages to convey pain

even when she is singing about

finding happiness, as she does

on several cuts here. Few sing-

ers blend hope and sadness into

such a rare mix of intensity:

Billie Holiday, Hank Williams,

Judy Garland, Patsy Cline, Amy

Winehouse. The list isn’t long.

On this album, Klang details

body-shaming, motherhood and

her own arduous journey in a

world that holds women to

impossible standards.

My path to Klang’s music

started with my 20-something

daughter, who included some of

Klang’s earlier work on a cou-

ple of Spotify playlists. The first

few times her songs came up, I

inevitably asked: “Who is that?

Where is she from?”

The answers are right here. 

Her name is Sarah Klang.

She comes from Sweden. And

she has arrived.

— Scott Stroud

Associated Press

REVIEW
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H
istory and pop cul-

ture have trained us

to celebrate battle-

field heroics and

other forms of physical courage.

Those actions are undeniably

admirable, and in the past dec-

ade many Vietnam veterans have

received overdue valor medals or

had existing awards upgraded. 

Heroism also comes in other

forms.

Doug Hegdahl, the subject of

Marc Leepson’s “The Unlikely

War Hero: A Vietnam War

POW’s Story of Courage and

Resilience in the Hanoi Hilton,”

engaged in quieter, more cere-

bral acts, but he was a hero of the

Vietnam War just the same. 

The average reader probably

hasn’t heard of Hegdahl. It’s not

because his story isn’t fascinat-

ing. In short, a young man from

tiny Clark, S.D., committed some

of the most courageous non-

combat actions of the war. 

In the early hours of April 6,

1967, Hegdahl fell off the guided

missile cruiser USS Canberra as

it fired its 5- and 8-inch guns

from the Gulf of Tonkin on North

Vietnamese positions inland. The

member of the deck crew went

up to watch the guns fire, but he

couldn’t remember how he end-

ed up in the water. Nobody saw

the 20-year-old seaman appren-

tice go overboard. His shipmates

did not know for hours that he

was missing. His captain did not

turn the warship around to look

for him. 

After treading water for hours,

the exhausted Hegdahl was

pulled from the South China Sea

by fishermen. His rescue took a

quick turn, however, when the

fishermen turned the young

sailor over to the North Viet-

namese. 

He ultimately ended up in the

Hoa Lo prison camp. Most prob-

ably know the camp by the name

mockingly given to it by Amer-

ican prisoners of war: the Hanoi

Hilton.

Hegdahl was subjected to

intense interrogation, and to

torture when his answers failed

to satisfy his captors. He quickly

devised a strategy to confuse his

interrogators and, hopefully,

escape severe punishment.

“I had probably the most em-

barrassing capture in the entire

Vietnam War,” Hegdahl said

during a 1997 interview cited in

the book. “I found that my de-

fense posture was just to play

dumb. Let’s face it, when you fall

off your boat, you have a lot to

work with.”

It worked. Although prison

officials initially thought that

Hegdahl was a spy (a suspicion

shared by even some of his com-

patriots, among other theories),

he quickly dissuaded them of the

notion. He convinced them that

he knew little valuable informa-

tion, or little at all. It worked so

well that he came to be known as

“The Incredibly Stupid One” by

his captors. 

Hegdahl was anything but

stupid.

The bumpkin act caused the

North Vietnamese to pay Heg-

dahl little mind. He was the

youngest and lowest-ranking

man in the camp, which was full

of experienced pilots and naviga-

tors. Since prison officials

thought he was a simpleton,

Hegdahl often was allowed unsu-

pervised time to sweep the yard.

He spent some of that time sabo-

taging camp vehicles. Once he

even wandered out into the

street, helping him to pinpoint

the camp’s location. 

A few months into his captiv-

ity, Hegdahl was placed in a cell

with a senior Naval officer, Lt.

Cmdr. Richard Stratton, who

became Hegdahl’s closest friend

during his captivity and for dec-

ades after the war. Stratton rec-

ognized Hegdahl’s smarts, and

the need to use them.

Hegdahl’s knack for memoriz-

ation was a tremendous asset,

and one that dovetailed with

POW efforts underway at the

Hanoi Hilton. Picking up on a

practice already in place, he

memorized the names of 254

prisoners. All the while, he

played his subterfuge to the hilt.

His captors treated him like the

village idiot, while Hegdahl

foiled their attempts to use him

for propaganda purposes and

banked vital information.

The North Vietnamese re-

leased Hegdahl in August 1969,

without a clue as to the store-

house of valuable intel locked in

his mind. Information that gave

hope to families of missing and

imprisoned servicemen. Infor-

mation that helped to change the

conditions in the Hanoi Hilton.

Said Roger Shields, who

served as Deputy Assistant Sec-

retary for POW/MIA Affairs

from 1971 to 1977: Hegdahl

“saved many, many lives. I don’t

think there’s any doubt about it.”

Leepson, a Vietnam veteran,

historian and the longtime senior

writer, arts editor and columnist

for The VVA Veteran (the maga-

zine of Vietnam Veterans of

America), has a firm handle on

the subject. Utilizing archival

research, personal interviews

and his own experiences in the

war, Leepson has written a thor-

oughly engaging biography —

the first of its kind — about one

of the unsung heroes of Vietnam. 

“The Unlikely War Hero” was

the No. 1 bestselling Vietnam

history book on Amazon just

prior to its mid-December re-

lease, and it is already into its

third printing. It’s little wonder;

Hegdahl’s incredible story adds a

compelling facet to the canon of

Vietnam literature. 

Leepson provides valuable

context regarding life in the

camp, such as how prisoners

forbidden to communicate with

one another did just that. He

sketches the politics of the era —

without bogging down the story

— and the external forces, within

the U.S. government and the

anti-war movement, which af-

fected life on the inside for the

POWs. 

Hegdahl, who has not spoken

publicly about his captivity since

around 2000, chose not to partici-

pate in the book, citing a desire to

remain a private person. That’s a

shame, if only because Leepson

likely could have drawn more

insight or a new perspective out

of him. But the book does not

suffer for his absence. It is metic-

ulously researched, and it makes

expert use of interviews Hegdahl

did in his first several years after

returning to the U.S.

Leepson, who has written

about a wide range of historical

topics, uses varied sources to

buttress the narrative but never

weighs it down with footnotes or

tangents. The writing is clean,

generally conversational, and

absent of excessive acronyms or

jargon that might turn off many

readers. 

Hegdahl didn’t face over-

whelming odds on the battlefield.

He didn’t jump on a grenade to

save his fellow servicemen. But

what he did as a POW and as an

advocate for fellow prisoners was

no less heroic. It is a compelling

story, told by a skilled storyteller.

At the end of the book, Leepson

makes a case for Hegdahl to

receive the Navy and Marine

Corps Medal (although Hegdahl

has resisted such efforts). By the

end of “The Unlikely War Hero,”

you’ll wonder why it didn’t hap-

pen decades ago.

Quiet courage

Stackpole Books 

“The Unlikely War Hero: A Vietnam War POW’s Story of Courage and
Resilience in the Hanoi Hilton,” by Marc Leepson, tells the
little-known story of Doug Hegdahl.

‘The Unlikely War Hero’ shines fresh light
on smart survivor of Vietnam POW camp

BY SEAN MOORES

Stars and Stripes 

The North Vietnamese released
Hegdahl in August 1969, without a

clue as to the storehouse of
valuable intel locked in his mind.

Information that gave hope to
families of missing and imprisoned

servicemen. Information that
helped to change the conditions in

the Hanoi Hilton.

Last month, after a yearlong in-

vestigation, The Washington Post

reported that at least 3,104 stu-

dents had died between 1828 and

1970 while attending Native

American boarding schools — tri-

ple the figure that had been re-

ported by the U.S. Interior De-

partment a few months before.

The scope of that loss can be hard

to fathom.

John

Sayles’ latest

novel, “To

Save the

Man,” is set

at one such

facility —

the infamous

Carlisle In-

dian Indus-

trial School.

It takes its ti-

tle from a statement made by U.S.

Army officer Richard Henry

Pratt, who founded the Pennsyl-

vania institution in 1879 as a per-

verse way of preventing the ongo-

ing slaughter of Native Ameri-

cans. His solution? The swift assi-

milation of their younger

members into the white man’s

world.

“To save the man,” Pratt posits

in Sayles’ telling, “we must kill the

Indian!”

He would certainly aid in ac-

complishing the latter.

In “To Save the Man,” the harsh

life of students at Carlisle is juxta-

posed with events that culminate

in the murder of Hunkpapa Lako-

ta leader Sitting Bull and the

Wounded Knee Massacre. In the

process, the novel embraces the

interplay between oppression and

narrative reclamation that has

long been a vital dynamic in

Sayles’ stories and films.

Taking place across Carlisle’s

1890 fall semester, “To Save the

Man” jumps between the perspec-

tives of a fresh group of arrivals to

the school, a few older students

and a handful of Carlisle’s instruc-

tors. Through the eyes of the stu-

dents, in particular, Sayles con-

veys the cruelty of the culture

shock thrust upon them. 

We follow the students’ exploits

— all forced to answer to bastardi-

zations of their true names — as

they alternatively plot escapes,

find forbidden romance and des-

perately work to avoid forgetting

their mother tongues in a setting

where only the English language

is allowed. 

It would have been easy for

Sayles to paint the many villains

who populate his novel with a sin-

gle shade. But “To Save the Man”

conveys the trauma inflicted upon

the Native peoples without drain-

ing its most vile characters of their

own humanity. 

Sayles’ latest 
a powerful read

BY ZACK RUSKIN

Special to The Washington Post 
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CROSSWORD AND COMICS

NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD

LETTER OPENERS
BY RICH PROULX / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

56 Futon component

57 Was transfixed by, in 
a way

59 Glass ____, spaghetti-
like fish

60 Give a darn?

62 French aperitif

63 Weapon with wires

64 See 67-Down

68 Justice Kagan

70 Natural feature 
between México y 
Texas

71 ____Kosh B�gosh

73 TV journalist Navarro

74 Annual observance 
for breast cancer 
awareness

76 Knee parts, in brief

78 Auto mechanic�s tool

80 War room briefings, 
in military 
shorthand

81 Gold Medal offering

83 ��Au contraire!��

84 Cause of puddles 
in early spring, say

87 See 82-Down

88 Go a little one way 
or the other

90 Gordon ____, engineer 
with a ��law�� 
predicting 
a doubling of 
transistors on 
microchips every 
two years

91 Record label for 
the Backstreet Boys

92 Tech company exec, 
for short

93 In a corner

95 Cause of some sleep 
issues

98 See 101-Down

102 ��Ten-____!��

103 Show listlessness

104 ��See above,�� in 
footnotes

105 Got online, say

109 ��Conclave�� actress 
Isabella

111 See 107-Down

114 Saber alternative

115 Worst time for a 
double fault

116 Approaches furtively

117 ��Over here!��

118 Hydroelectric 
projects

119 ��White & ____�� (2006 
Weird Al Yankovic 
parody)

120 Structure that�s set 
on fire

 DOWN

1 Network owned 
by Showtime

2 Mighty wind

3 One might start as a 
seed

4 ��Have no ____ of 
perfection � you�ll 
never 
reach it��: Salvador 
Dalí

5 Just like that!

6 Without regard to 
privacy

7 Temporary residence

8 Largest public sch. 
in the U.S., by 
enrollment

9 P.S.T. part: Abbr.

10 So far

11 Safe harbors

12 Poker pot

13 Fair-hiring letters

14 Storage devices made 
obsolete by MP3 
players

15 Sharp

16 ��The Boy Who Cried 

Wolf�� author

17 Intended

19

20 Kashmiri king

24 Offs

29

30 Number two

31 Bit

33 Public house offering

34 White House dog 

of the 1980s

35 Helps, informally

36 Guarantee

38 Part of an act

41 More crafty

42 [Shivers]

43 Visible signs of 

maturity

44 Got down to business, 

in a way

45 ____ Urquhart, co-host 

of the podcast 

��Morbid��

46 

48 Many a school 

chaperone

49 Later

50 Cognizant of

52 Folk singer Guthrie

54 Diddly-squat

55 Hip-hop�s ____ Thee 

Stallion

57 They�re for suckers

58 Meditative martial art

61 Common word with 

or without an 

apostrophe

65 Meaty pasta sauce

66 Ridge in 
metalworking

67

69 Office folder?

72 Vowel sound in 
��father��

75 Dude

77 Audiophile�s system

79 Cut (off)

80 What ��fitz-�� or ��-ovic�� 
means, in names

82

 

83 Innocent sort

85 ��Chances ____ . . .��

86 Became one

89 Modern prefix with 

anxiety

90 Salt�s companions

93 Theseus� need in the 

Labyrinth

94 In an uncouth manner

95 Marketing worker, 
informally

96 Credit, informally

97 Prominent features of 
elephant seals

98 Comedian Radner

99 A perfect storm, e.g.

100 Planet whose day is 
longer than its year

101 

105 Done

106 Extend one�s 

military service

107 

108 Hard thing to find 

in a house of mirrors

110 ��Wee�� fellow

111 Channel with the 

onetime spinoff 

America�s Store

112 Suffix with emir

113 S.F.-to-Napa dir.

Rich Proulx (pronounced ‘‘proo’’) of Berkeley, Calif., works for the Food and Nutrition Service of the U.S.D.A. This is his 
ninth crossword for The Times since 2017, and his first Sunday. For this puzzle, he originally wanted the images to appear 
in circles in the grid, but those proved too small to make out. So he revamped the puzzle and placed them in the clues 
instead. — W.S.

 ACROSS

1 ��The weekend is 
almost here!��

5 Pioneers of 
freeze-drying food

10 Share from
an illicit endeavor

14 Polite term of address

18 Lifted one�s spirits?

20 Riveting persona 
of W.W. II

21 Frozen treat with 
a domed lid

22 See 19-Down

23 Place for a white 
picket fence and 
a mom-and-pop shop

25 Aid for using 
Bluetooth

26 Startle 

27 Flirt with

28 Feel bad

29 See 29-Down

32 Highly capable

33 Passion

37 Water feature created 
by rising sea levels

38 STEM part: Abbr.

39 Sierra ____

40 ��What are the ____?��

42 See 46-Down

47 Awkward people 
to butt-dial, perhaps

48 Circuit board device

51 Vast, as an operation

53 ____ Collins, author of 
��The Hunger 
Games��

55 Helen of ��The Queen��
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FACES

Ozzy Osbourne will reunite with all of the original

members of Black Sabbath for the first time in 20

years, in a gig that will be his last and that’s being

billed as the “greatest” heavy metal show ever, pro-

moters said Wednesday.

The band, one of the most influential of all heavy

metal bands, will headline “The Back to the Begin-

ning” show on July 5 at Villa Park, home of the Aston

Villa Football Club in Birmingham, England.

“It’s my time to go back to the beginning … time for

me to give back to the place where I was born,” Os-

bourne said in a statement. “How blessed am I to do it

with the help of people whom I love. Birmingham is

the true home of metal. Birmingham forever.”

Osbourne, who was the band’s frontman during its

peak period in the 1970s and who was widely known

as the “Prince of Darkness,” will deliver his own

short set before Sabbath bandmates Tony Iommi,

Geezer Butler and Bill Ward join him for the first

time in two decades.

The all-day event will also feature a host of major

metal bands including Metallica, Slayer and Alice In

Chains, with more names to be announced shortly.

“This will be the greatest heavy metal show ever,”

music director Tom Morello said.

In 2020, Osbourne revealed he had been diagnosed

with Parkinson’s disease and he paused touring in

2023 after extensive spinal surgery. He has struggled

with health issues since 2003 following a near-fatal

quad bike crash, injuries that were aggravated in

2019 when he fell at home.

Sabbath’s story began in Birmingham in 1968

when the four original members were looking to es-

cape a life of factory work. Their eponymous debut

album in 1970 made the U.K. top 10 and paved the

way for a string of hit albums, including 1971’s “Mas-

ter of Reality” and “Vol. 4” a year later. They went on

to become one of the most influential and successful

metal bands of all time, selling more than 75 million

albums worldwide.

All profits from the July 5 show will go to charity.

Tickets go on sale Feb. 14. 

AP 

Singer Ozzy Osbourne, shown in 2022, will reunite with all of the original members of Black Sabbath for
the first time in 20 years for a show July 5 in Birmingham, England.

Osbourne’s Black Sabbath
show to be ‘greatest ever’
Heavy metal band to reunite for 1 night in July in Birmingham, England

BY PAN PYLAS

Associated Press 

Ariana Grande is opening up

about the darkest time of her life,

and how making music led her

through it.

On the latest episode of The

Hollywood Reporter’s “Awards

Chatter” podcast, the Oscar-nomi-

nated “Wicked” star said releas-

ing two albums in less than six

months was instrumental in help-

ing her deal with grief, depres-

sion, anxiety and PTSD.

Grande’s album “Sweetener”

was released in August 2018 and

was her first new music after the

2017 terrorist attack at her concert

in Manchester, England. The sui-

cide bombing left 22 people dead

and wounded hundreds of others.

In February 2019, she followed

that up with her chart-topper

“Thank U, Next,” mere months af-

ter the overdose death of her ex-

boyfriend Mac Miller and the end

of her engagement to “SNL” fun-

nyman Pete Davidson.

“I think I needed to be doing

that,” she said of throwing herself

into that music. “I was doing so

much therapy, and I was dealing

with PTSD and all different kinds

of grief and depression, and anxi-

ety. I was, of course, treating it ve-

ry seriously, but having music be a

part of that remedy was absolutely

contributing to saving my life.”

According to Grande, her music

label, Republic Records, tried to

slow down the release of “Thank

U, Next” immediately after

“Sweetener,” but she insisted on

moving forward as “a means of

survival.”

“I just said, ‘I don’t really care

about the formula. I don’t want to

play by the rules at this moment,

because this is what I need for my

soul,’” she recalled. “It felt really

healing and freeing. It was just

such a beautiful moment of con-

nection.”

The prioritization paid off well,

mentally, emotionally and com-

mercially. “Thank U, Next” went

multiplatinum in several coun-

tries and garnered Grande four

Grammy Award nominations. It

ranked as No. 1 on Rolling Stone’s

list of The 50 Best Albums of 2019.

Five years later, the former

Nickelodeon star is riding a career

high in Jon M. Chu ’s blockbuster

adaptation of Broadway’s

“Wicked,” for which she’s netted

Oscar, Golden Globe and SAG

nominations. 

Ariana Grande says making music saved her life 
BY KARU F. DANIELS

New York Daily News

Screaming fans lined the streets

of Cambridge, Mass., in frigid con-

ditions Wednesday to catch a

glimpse of Cynthia Erivo, the

“Wicked” star who was being cel-

ebrated as Harvard University’s

Hasty Pudding Theatricals Wom-

an of the Year.

Erivo, bundled in a parka and

donning her trademark long fin-

gernails, blew kisses to the crowd

and mouthed “I love you” as the

car she and costumed members of

the Hasty Pudding Theatricals

were in slowly made its way

through Cambridge.

“She’s such an icon,” said Ono-

vughakpor Otitigbe, a 21-year-old

Harvard student from New York.

“She’s done so much for Black

women, especially in theater,” Ot-

itigbe said. “As a Black woman in

theater myself, it was just really

amazing to finally see her in per-

son ... Oh my gosh, I got so many

selfies. Me and my friend, we

were chasing her from the start to

the end of the parade.”

A few hours later, Erivo re-

ceived her Pudding Pot award at a

celebratory roast. 

She endured a string of comedi-

ans that made bad jokes about

“Wicked” being long before they

were forced off stage. Then she

took part in a finger-painting con-

test, scratching out an abstract

painting of what was supposed to

be “Wicked” co-star Ariana

Grande. She then belted out a few

notes in a singing competition be-

fore receiving a blue Pudding Pot

from members of the Blue Man

Group. The real Pudding Pot fol-

lowed.

Erivo told the crowd her whole

day was “fantastic” and afterward

told reporters that it was honor to

be recognized by a theater group

for her work.

Erivo of ‘Wicked’ gets
Harvard Pudding Pot 

BY MICHAEL CASEY

Associated Press 

CHARLES KRUPA/AP 

Two members of Harvard
University’s Hasty Pudding
Theatricals give actress Cynthia
Erivo a kiss Feb. 5.

A 1915 movie about the life of

Abraham Lincoln, previously

thought lost forever, was found on

Long Island, N.Y.

“The Heart of Lincoln,” re-

leased by Universal, is a silent film

about American life during the

Civil War. It was directed by and

stars Francis Ford — the brother

of legendary director John Ford —

as the 16th president.

The film was discovered by in-

tern Dan Martin at Lauro’s His-

toric Films Archive in Greenport

while he was going through boxes

of material donated to the archive.

The 65-minute movie had previ-

ously been listed by the Library of

Congress as one of 7,000 silent
films thought to be lost forever.
Many silent films were lost be-
cause they were printed on highly
volatile nitrate film stock, accord-
ing to Newsday.

Film archivist Eliot Kissileff
told NBC New York he was able to
digitize the 16-millimeter print.

“I guess it was just lucky the
cans were sealed and had not de-
cayed,” Kissilef told the station.

“For someone going to school
for film preservation, this is about
the most rewarding outcome you
can have sifting through those old
film cans,” intern Martin added.

Long-lost silent film about Lincoln discovered

Ariana Grande, shown Jan. 7, said releasing two albums in less than
six months in 2018-’19 was therapeutic for her.

EVAN AGOSTINI, INVISION/AP

New York Daily News
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‘Miraculous’ recovery for
boy who protected sister

PA PHILADELPHIA — A

10-year-old boy has

been making a “miraculous” re-

covery after protecting his youn-

ger sister from the flying debris of a

medical transport plane that

crashed in Philadelphia last week,

his family said. 

“Daddy, did I save my sister?”

was one of the first things Trey Ho-

ward asked his father after he

woke up following emergency

brain surgery, Andre Howard Jr.

said. He had gone out for donuts

with three of his kids when the

plane crashed Friday night, he

said. 

“It sounded like a missile was

firing bullets, metal at my car, ev-

eryone else’s car,” Andre Howard

told WPVI-TV in Philadelphia.

Howard said he immediately

backed up his car while his son cov-

ered his sister and told her, “Get

down!” Trey grabbed his sister

and Howard heard the glass shat-

ter, he said. 

”I turn around — there’s a piece

of metal sticking out of my son’s

head from the plane,” Howard

said. 

Doctors warned the family he

might not survive his injuries, but

he has improved every day.

The crash last Friday evening

killed all six people on the Learjet

55 air ambulance. A seventh

person inside a vehicle was killed

on the ground.

State employees ordered
back to all-in-office work

OH COLUMBUS — Repu-

blican Ohio Gov. Mike

DeWine has ordered state em-

ployees back to their offices full-

time starting next month.

In an executive order issued

Tuesday, DeWine required all per-

manent employees of state agen-

cies, boards and commissions to

resume five-day, in-office work

weeks no later than March 17. 

The return date set by DeWine

falls almost five years to the day af-

ter the state declared an emergen-

cy in response to the COVID-19

pandemicon March 9, 2020, and al-

lowed certain employees to work

remotely.

Many of those workers either re-

turned to their offices full time or

on a hybrid basis starting in June

2021, when the emergency was lift-

ed.

Aide says governor didn’t
invite immigrant to stay

NJ TRENTON — New Jer-

sey Gov. Phil Murphy

sparked Republican outrage over

recent comments suggesting he

and the state’s first lady offered an

immigrant with uncertain immi-

gration status the opportunity to

stay at their home, but he didn’t ac-

tually make the offer and the per-

son never moved in, his spokesper-

son said Tuesday.

The second-term Democratic

governor was relaying a conversa-

tion he had had with first lady Tam-

my Murphy about someone they

knew who was legally in the coun-

try but worried about their status,

his spokesperson Mahen Gunarat-

na said. The governor had said he

suggested inviting the person to

stay at their house, but the offer

wasn’t made in the end, Gunaratna

said.

Murphy’s initial comments

came up over the weekend while

he was speaking at a progressive

forum about how his administra-

tion could push back against Presi-

dent Donald Trump.

Republicans pounced. Mario

Kranjac, a Republican running to

succeed Murphy, said it’s time for

immigration officials to pay the

governor a visit. 

Judge resigns after saying
all defendants are guilty

NY ALBANY — An upstate

New York judge has re-

signed after he got out of jury duty

by claiming that he couldn’t be im-

partial — because he thought ev-

eryone brought before a court is

guilty.

Richard T. Snyder, who had

been a justice of the Petersburgh

Town Court for about a decade, left

his post after being charged with

misconduct by a state judicial com-

mission, officials said Tuesday.

According to court transcripts,

Snyder tried to avoid serving on a

jury in 2023 by first identifying

himself as a judge and then saying,

“I know everybody come in front of

me. I know they are guilty. They

would not be in front of me.”

He was eventually dismissed

from serving on the jury.

The judge who was overseeing

the jury selection reported Snyder

to state officials.

At a judicial commission hear-

ing the following year, Snyder said

he understood that defendants are

supposed to be considered inno-

cent until proven guilty but that he

still felt that people wouldn’t be in

court if they didn’t commit crimes.

Big house slowly tumbling
into Cape Cod Bay

MA WELLFLEET — The

waters of Cape Cod

Bay are coming for the big brown

house perched on the edge of a

sandy bluff high above the beach.

It’s just a matter of when.

Erosion has marched right up to

the concrete footings of the multi-

million-dollar home where it over-

looks the bay. Massive sliding

doors that used to open onto a wide

deck, complete with hot tub, are

now barricaded by thin wooden

slats that prevent anyone from

stepping through and falling 25

feet to the beach below.

The owner knew it. He removed

the deck and other parts of the

house, including a small tower that

held the primary bedroom, before

stopping work and falling into a

standoff with the town. He’s since

sold the place to a salvage company

that says it won’t pay for work.

Officials in Wellfleet worry the

home’s collapse will damage deli-

cate beds in their harbor where

farmers grow oysters that are

among New England’s most

prized. A report commissioned by

the town projects if nothing is done,

the 5,100-square-foot home will

tumble into the bay within three

years — and possibly much sooner.

Mayor gets new powers
to battle fentanyl crisis

CA SAN FRANCISCO —

San Francisco’s Board

of Supervisors voted Tuesday to

give newly elected Mayor Daniel

Lurie greater powers and flexibil-

ity to expedite the city’s response

to a fentanyl crisis that has turned

sidewalks into open-air dens of

drug consumption and homeless-

ness.

The board voted 10-1 to elimi-

nate competitive bidding require-

ments for some contracts and al-

low the administration to solicit

private donations to quickly add

1,500 shelter beds and hire more

public safety and behavioral

health specialists.

Lurie, a Levi Strauss heir and

anti-poverty nonprofit founder

who had never held elective office

until he squashed Mayor London

Breed’s reelection bid last year,

celebrated the win. On the cam-

paign trail, he had pledged to work

with supervisors to tackle the crit-

ical issue.

“As mayor, I am proud to be deli-

vering on that promise today,” Lu-

rie said in a statement. “The Fenta-

nyl State of Emergency Ordinance

gives us the tools to treat this crisis

with the urgency it demands.”

The board relinquished over-

sight powers for an effort with no

concrete plan or accountability

metrics, underscoring how des-

perate supervisors are for a solu-

tion.

Officials push to expand
child care tax credits

GA ATLANTA —

Georgia’s Republican

lieutenant governor is renewing a

push to expand child care tax cred-

its.

Lt. Gov. Burt Jones told The As-

sociated Press on Tuesday that a

Senate ally has introduced a bill to

create a state income tax credit of

up to $250 for every child under

age 7, expand an existing tax credit

for child care to give parents up to

$300 more per child, and let em-

ployers claim a larger credit for in-

vesting in an on-site child care cen-

ter.

Jones has made those items part

of his agenda as he is considering a

run for governor in 2026.

Jones’ announcement comes af-

ter Democrats proposed even

more generous breaks, a $200

child tax credit for all children un-

der 17 and a child care tax credit

worth up to the total amount a par-

ent spends on day care, preschool,

after-school care or summer pro-

grams.

JANICE WEI, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE/AP

People watch as lava spews from an eruption of Kilauea volcano in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park on the Big Island of Hawaii, on Monday.

Lava for all to see

From The Associated Press
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ACROSS

 1 Ashley and 

Wynonna

 6 Consumer 

protection agcy.

 9 Catchall abbr.

 12 Track star Bolt

 13 Tic-tac-toe win

 14 “The Matrix” 

character

 15 Refuse an offer

 16 Seattle suburb 

that’s home 

to Microsoft

 18 Credit rating 

publisher

 20 Skin soother

 21 Corp. money 

exec

 23 Overly

 24 Part of LGBTQ

 25 Hit on the noggin

 27 Japanese 

fish dish

 29 Tranquil

 31 Sort of dive

 35 Police ID

 37 Employ

 38 Hairnet

 41 Moray, for one

 43 Past

 44 Plane-related

 45 Country song?

 47 Archbishop Tutu

 49 Stag

 52 Altar affirmative

 53 Reuben bread

 54 More practical

 55 Aachen article

 56 Rowing need

 57 Birch’s kin

DOWN

 1 Roast beef au —

 2 “Suits” network

 3 “Shark Tank” 

star — John

 4 Flintstones’ pet

 5 Stuffed shirt

 6 Gift giver’s words

 7 Low digits

 8 Atlantic fish

 9 — Holmes 

(Sherlock’s sister)

 10 Mortise partner

 11 Encryptions

 17 “Butterfly” 

singer Carey

 19 Medicated

 21 “60 Minutes” 

airer

 22 Nemesis

 24 Fill in — blank

 26 Explosive sound

 28 Bed cover

 30 Wee bit

 32 Tiara stone

 33 Work unit

 34 Old Olds

 36 Census info

 38 “Sexy” 

Beatles girl

 39 “— say more?”

 40 Director Welles

 42 — apso 

(small dog)

 45 Novelist Seton

 46 Airline to Tel Aviv

 48 Spanish gold

 50 Born

 51 Blunder

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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ACROSS

 1 Bath powders

 6 Selected

 11 Patronize, 

as a bistro

 12 Cuts at an angle

 14 Long-haired cat

 15 Rise in defiance

 16 Montmartre Mrs.

 17 Wide

 19 Big fuss

 20 — ale

 22 Rocker Nugent

 23 Raced

 24 Nosh at midnight

 26 Bishop’s district

 28 Free (of)

 30 Spanish gold

 31 Pianist Arrau

 35 Slowpoke

 39 Fireplace shelves

 40 Ump’s call

 42 Old U.S. gas 

brand

 43 Balloon filler

 44 Impetus

 46 Weeding tool

 47 Roma’s land

 49 Pub perches

 51 Pay off

 52 Digital greetings

 53 Lasso

 54 Afternoon hour

DOWN

 1 Dorothy’s friend

 2 Germany’s 

Merkel

 3 Sign before  

Virgo

 4 Keto restriction

 5 Kick off

 6 Trucker’s device

 7 Obey

 8 Eggs

 9 Mexican shawl

 10 Shakes off

 11 Muffles

 13 Fine china  

brand

 18 British ref. work

 21 Beige shades

 23 Tea biscuit

 25 Tease

 27 Choice words?

 29 Museum display

 31 Desk go-with

 32 Hang around

 33 Rub the 

wrong way

 34 Gigi’s “yes”

 36 On the beach

 37 Tristan’s love

 38 Windblown soil

 41 Sports bar fixture

 44 Food regimen

 45 Engrave

 48 Meadow

 50 Rowing need

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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OPINION

I
n the 2024 election, more than 1,000

candidates competed for 435 seats in

the House of Representatives, 100

seats in the Senate, and the presiden-

cy and vice presidency. In a year in which

more than 80% of Republicans held a nega-

tive view of China, few, if any, of the conten-

ders had anything positive to say about Chi-

na — with one notable exception, and he

said all of the following:

“I respect China.”

“I very much respect President Xi.”

“President Xi is brilliant. The press hates

it when I call President Xi brilliant, but well,

he’s a brilliant guy.”

“I want China to do great. I do.”

“I love China.”

Each of these statements was, of course,

made by Donald Trump. Most other candi-

dates followed their consultants’ scripts

whenever China came up. Indeed, many of

their lines were reruns from Trump’s 2016

campaign, when he accused China of “rap-

ing our country,” “ripping us off,” and

“stealing our intellectual property,” in “the

greatest theft in the history of the world.”

So, what happened in 2024? Why did

Trump flip the script? Why did he repeated-

ly insist that he respects China and Presi-

dent Xi Jinping? Why did he say that he

wants China to do well?

My hunch is that Trump actually believes

much of what he said. He could well have a

starkly different view than the current con-

sensus among both mainstream Republi-

cans and Democrats about how to deal with

China — and specifically about how to deal

with Xi. If I’m right, most of the current con-

versations and commentaries about what to

expect in U.S. relations with China are ig-

noring a truth hiding in plain sight. The pre-

vailing view is that China policy in Trump II

will essentially be a beefed-up version of Bi-

den administration policy. But if Trump

now engages Xi in a way that reflects what

he said during the campaign, U.S. relations

with China are not only likely to be signif-

icantly different from the past four years,

they will also be far different from the views

held by Marco Rubio, his secretary of state,

and Michael Waltz, his national security ad-

viser, two orthodox China hawks.

Certainly, the evidence since Nov. 5 sug-

gests that Trump meant what he said. Im-

mediately after his win, he not only invited

Xi to be his special guest at the inauguration

but assured him that he would have prima-

cy of place among international guests. On

Dec. 7, after meeting with Ukrainian Presi-

dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy and French

President Emmanuel Macron on the side-

line of the reopening of Notre Dame cathe-

dral, Trump posted a tweet summarizing

the conversation in which he included an

odd line. About the prospects for peace in

Ukraine, he wrote, “China can help.”

That’s interesting: Not the United Na-

tions, not NATO, not the pope — but China.

Reading between the lines in the official re-

ports of the more recent phone calls be-

tween Trump and Xi, and then Xi and Vladi-

mir Putin, it sounds to me as if Trump is try-

ing to engage Xi as his partner in negotiat-

ing or imposing a ceasefire to bring the war

in Ukraine to an end. While Biden let Tik-

Tok go dark for a day, Trump seems confi-

dent that he can negotiate a deal with Xi that

will allow its 170 million American users to

continue watching their favorite videos.

There must be a big reward behind that

gambit. And in this week’s first round of tar-

iffs, while Trump imposed levies of 25% on

America’s neighbors in Canada and Mexico

before pausing them for a month, the tariffs

on China were 10%.

Of course, Trump is only one person.

Moreover, his aspirations run contrary to

almost all the other factors that will shape

the key outcomes in this case. China is a ris-

ing power, challenging the U.S. position in

almost every corner of the global chess-

board. The “deadly currents” in both rivals’

domestic politics that Winston Churchill

highlighted as the proximate cause of

World War I are already vivid in both the

United States and China. Finally, as the cli-

ché goes, it takes two to tango: To what ex-

tent will Xi be prepared to engage with his

counterpart in creating a relationship that

is more cooperative than confrontational?

And yet, there are glimmers. Despite

Trump’s announcement of 10% tariffs on

Chinese products, Xi responded with a

week’s grace period for potential dealmak-

ing and decided to not immediately penal-

ize U.S. agricultural products, which com-

pose the largest category of U.S. exports to

China.

In 1969, when Richard M. Nixon became

president and Henry Kissinger his national

security adviser, the United States had no

formal relations with the People’s Republic

of China. When Nixon sent Kissinger to

Beijing to explore what became his historic

opening to China, most of the members of

his administration, including his secretary

of state, were kept in the dark. To hear even

a faint echo of that fundamental strategic

shift today remains, I admit, something of a

stretch. Nonetheless, I am betting that by

this time next year, we will all be surprised

on the upside by what has happened in U.S.-

China relations.

Trump might not be the China hawk he once was
BY GRAHAM ALLISON

Special to The Washington Post

Graham Allison, the former director of Harvard’s Belfer Center
for Science and International Affairs, is the Douglas Dillon
Professor of Government at Harvard Kennedy School.

T
wo hundred fifty years ago this

month, on Feb. 9, 1775, the British

Parliament declared the Massa-

chusetts Bay Colony to be in “rebel-

lion.” This allowed British soldiers to shoot

suspected rebels on sight, which encouraged

further rebellion and the growing indepen-

dence movement. The shooting war began

two months later when fighting broke out at

Concord and Lexington.

Seventy years ago, in 1955, Warner Broth-

ers released the film “Rebel Without a Cause,”

starring James Dean, Natalie Wood and Sal

Mineo. The film — set in the world of teenage

gangs, stolen cars and knife fights — revolves

around Dean, playing a troubled 17-year-old

“struggling to live with integrity” in a world of

moral chaos, in the words of the late film critic

Jay Carr.

The film was a huge success in the United

States but censored in Great Britain and

banned in New Zealand and Spain, where au-

thorities worried that it would destroy the

morals and habits of young people, alienating

them from society.

The notion of the “alienated teenager,”

causing trouble for trouble’s sake was some-

what novel when Dean and Wood appeared on

the screen. Until the 1940s, there was no spe-

cial focus on young people between the ages of

13 and 19 because most teenagers would either

leave school (with or without a diploma) and

start working or engage in rigorous prepara-

tion for college. No one had the time or energy

to rebel, and the word “teenager” had only re-

cently become a marketing category.

In fact, attending high school in the first part

of the 20th century was unusual; most young

people finished eighth grade and then went to

work. However, after World War II, with the

widespread adoption of mandatory high

school, Dean’s and Wood’s generation was

forced to sit in classrooms, wishing they were

elsewhere. Many responded to boredom with

rebellion. Students without a purpose became

rebels without a cause.

Contrast this with the American Founders.

In 1775, many of America’s future Founding

Fathers were hardly more than teenagers.

John Marshall, who would later become chief

justice of the United States, was 20; Alexander

Hamilton, the first U.S. treasury secretary, 21;

and James Madison, the “Father of the Consti-

tution,” was a mere 25. In their teenage years,

they learned how to defy an empire. They

were leaders in a rebellion grounded not in en-

nui but in principles.

Eighteen months after being called out as

rebels, American colonists declared their in-

dependence, claiming that the purpose of gov-

ernment was to protect the rights, that the gov-

ernment derived its “just powers” from the

consent of the governed, and when that con-

sent was withdrawn, the people could form a

new government. The rights they were fight-

ing over began with “life, liberty, and the pur-

suit of happiness.” The American rebels clear-

ly had a cause.

The right to pursue happiness is a core

American principle. It informs our special

kind of individualism and our big heart and ex-

plains why we generously give people second

chances, have among the world’s most lenient

bankruptcy laws, and are far more tolerant in

many ways than most other countries. 

Americans also understand and even toler-

ate when a few rules are broken in the pursuit

of their happiness. In many countries, speed-

ing is monitored by remote cameras. In the

United States, only a few states allow them,

and they are often controversial.

If the juvenile delinquents in “Rebel With-

out a Cause” had rebelled in the name of some

principle, they probably would have been un-

derstood (and the film much less successful).

The problem is the senselessness of their re-

bellion, which, if anything, was contributing to

their unhappiness. By contrast, the American

rebels of 1775-1776 aimed to restore essential

liberties that they believed were a God-given

birthright. They were rebelling against the au-

thority of Parliament to govern them without

representation, demanding instead the right

to self-government. They sought to be treated

as adults and the United States to be treated as

agrown-up nation.

Rebels with a cause created a country with a heart
BY FREDERIC J. FRANSEN

Tribune News Service

Frederic J. Fransen is president of Huntington (W.Va.) Junior
College and CEO of Certell Inc. He wrote this for InsideSourc-
es.com.
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SCOREBOARD/COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Wednesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Army 68, Holy Cross 65 
Boston U. 87, Navy 65 
Bucknell 71, American 49 
Butler 84, Seton Hall 54 
Creighton 80, Providence 69 
Duke 83, Syracuse 54 
Fordham 80, Rhode Island 79 
George Mason 53, George Washington

50 
Louisville 84, Boston College 58 
Loyola (Md.) 71, Lafayette 58 
Marshall 77, Arkansas St. 72 
Robert Morris 71, Detroit 56 
Rutgers 82, Illinois 73 

SOUTH

Appalachian St. 60, Southern Miss. 58 
Chattanooga 79, Wofford 70 
Cincinnati 93, UCF 83 
ETSU 62, VMI 55 
Furman 84, W. Carolina 75, OT 
Georgia 81, LSU 62 
Georgia Southern 83, Louisiana-La-

fayette 82 
Georgia St. 97, Louisiana-Monroe 64 
High Point 78, Radford 75 
James Madison 64, Troy 61 
Lipscomb 76, West Georgia 67 
Memphis 83, Tulsa 71 
N. Kentucky 85, Cleveland St. 75 
North Alabama 74, Austin Peay 64 
Old Dominion 75, Texas St. 64 
Presbyterian 75, SC-Upstate 64 
Rice 73, East Carolina 60 
Richmond 73, Duquesne 68 
SMU 81, Virginia Tech 75 
Samford 100, Mercer 79 
South Alabama 84, Coastal Carolina 59 
Tennessee 85, Missouri 81 
UNC-Greensboro 76, The Citadel 61 
Winthrop 83, Charleston Southern 65 

MIDWEST

Belmont 80, Bradley 77 
Fort Wayne 87, Wright St. 64 
Illinois St. 81, Ill.-Chicago 79 
Indiana St. 80, Valparaiso 62 
Michigan 80, Oregon 76 
Milwaukee 84, IU Indianapolis 80, OT 
N. Iowa 66, Missouri St. 61 
S. Illinois 68, Evansville 59 
Villanova 59, DePaul 49 

SOUTHWEST

Arkansas 78, Texas 70 
Queens (NC) 63, Cent. Arkansas 47 
TCU 65, West Virginia 60 
Tulane 61, UTSA 60 

FAR WEST

California 74, NC State 62 
Nebraska 86, Washington 72 
New Mexico 87, Colorado St. 65 
Utah 72, Colorado 59 
Wake Forest 79, Stanford 73 

Men’s Top 25 schedule
Saturday’s games

No. 1 Auburn (20-1) vs. No. 6 Florida
(18-3)

No. 2 Duke (19-2) at Clemson (18-4)
No. 3 Alabama (19-3) at Arkansas (13-8)
No. 4 Tennessee (18-4) at Oklahoma

(16-5)
No. 5 Houston (17-4) at Colorado (9-12)
No. 8 Iowa St. (17-4) vs. TCU (11-10)

No. 9 Michigan St. (18-3) vs. Oregon
(16-6)

No. 10 Texas A&M (17-5) at No. 15 Mis-
souri (17-4)

No. 11 Marquette (18-4) at Creighton
(16-6)

No. 13 Texas Tech (17-4) at No. 20 Ari-
zona (15-6)

No. 14 Kentucky (15-6) vs. South Carolina
(10-12)

No. 16 Kansas (15-6) at Kansas St. (10-11)
No. 21 Wisconsin (17-5) at Iowa (13-8)
No. 22 Miss. (16-6) at Georgia (15-7)
No. 23 Illinois (15-7) at Minnesota (11-11)
No. 24 Michigan (16-5) at Indiana (14-8)
No. 25 Mississippi (16-6) at LSU (12-9)

Wednesday’s women’s scores
EAST

Rhode Island 59, Duquesne 57 
Richmond 72, La Salle 53 
Saint Joseph’s 69, Saint Louis 49 
Temple 74, Memphis 66 
Toledo 58, Buffalo 55 
UMass 81, St. Bonaventure 54 
Washington 82, Penn St. 71 
West Virginia 76, Kansas 43 

SOUTH

Appalachian St. 73, Louisiana-Monroe
71 

Davidson 68, Loyola Chicago 51 
East Carolina 61, UAB 56 
Gardner-Webb 79, UNC-Asheville 72 
George Mason 66, VCU 48 
Georgia Southern 49, Southern Miss. 42 
James Madison 76, South Alabama 62 
Lipscomb 92, West Georgia 75 
Louisiana-Lafayette 92, Marshall 88, OT 
Presbyterian 68, SC-Upstate 51 
Radford 65, High Point 48 
Troy 83, Old Dominion 80 
Tulsa 81, Charlotte 53 
Winthrop 54, Charleston Southern 47 

MIDWEST

Ball St. 71, Bowling Green 51 
Cent. Michigan 75, Ohio 48 
Creighton 72, Seton Hall 56 
Georgetown 63, Xavier 36 
IUPUI 80, Wright St. 68 
Iowa St. 72, Cincinnati 52 
Kansas St. 59, TCU 50 
Marquette 57, St. John’s 55 
Miami (Ohio) 68, E. Michigan 45 
N. Illinois 73, Kent St. 69 
S. Dakota St. 66, North Dakota 45 
Southern Cal 86, Wisconsin 64 
St. Thomas (MN) 75, Omaha 62 
Villanova 63, Butler 59 
W. Michigan 70, Akron 64 
Wichita St. 54, FAU 44 

SOUTHWEST

Arkansas St. 86, Georgia St. 50 
Baylor 92, Houston 47 
Coastal Carolina 68, Texas St. 60 
Tulane 78, Rice 67 
Utah 70, Texas Tech 64 

FAR WEST

Air Force 78, San Jose St. 54 
BYU 73, UCF 66 
Colorado 56, Arizona 47 
Nevada 69, Boise St. 61 
San Diego St. 61, Fresno St. 57 
UCLA 65, Ohio St. 52 
UMKC 73, Denver 65 
UNLV 89, Utah St. 51

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Signed CB Jalen
Davis to a reserve/futures contract.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Hired Drew Wil-
kins as defensive pass rush coordinator.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Hired Char-
lie Strong as defensive line coach.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Reassigned D Jere-
mie Biakabutuka to San Diego (AHL) from
Tulsa (ECHL).

CALGARY FLAMES — Recalled Ilya D So-
lovyov from Calgary (AHL).

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Reinstated C
Craig Smith from injured reserve. Sent Ar-
tyom Levshunov to Rockford (AHL). Reas-
signed C Colton Dach to Rockford.

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Sent C Dy-
lan Gambrell to Cleveland (AHL).

DALLAS STARS — Reassigned G Ben
Kraws to Texas (AHL) from Idaho (ECHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Reassigned C Do-
minik Shine to Grand Rapids (AHL).

MINNESOTA WILD — Claimed F Vinnie
Hinostroza off waivers from Nashville.
Placed F Jakub Lauko on injured reserve.

NEW YORK ISLANDERS — Loaned G Tris-
tan Lennox to Bridgeport (AHL),

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — Sent RW
Jesse Puljujarvi to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton
(AHL).

ST. LOUIS BLUES — Recalled LW MacKen-
zie MacEachern from Springfield (AHL).

VANCOUVER CANUCKS — Recalled Nils
Aman from Abbotsford (AHL). Sent Linus
Karlsson to Abbotsford. Signed D Marcus
Pettersson to a six-year contract exten-
sion.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

CF MONTREAL — Signed F Owen Gra-
ham-Roache to a two-year contract via
homegrown that includes 2027, 2028 and
2029 club options.

ORLANDO CITY SC — Signed M Marco Pa-
salic to a three-year contract.

PHILADELPHIA UNION — Signed M Jovan
Lukic to a two-year contract.

SAN DIEGO FC — Acquired $175,000 in
2025 general allocation money from Inter
Miami CF in exchange for a 2025 interna-
tional roster slot. 

National Women’s Soccer League

GOTHAM FC — Signed F Midge Purce to a
one-year contract.

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
American League

ATHLETICS — Sent RHP Anthony Maldo-
nado and C Kyle McCann outright to Las
Vegas (PCL).

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Agreed to terms
with INF Terrin Vavra on a minor league
contract. 

HOUSTON ASTROS — Agreed to terms
with OF Ben Gamel on a one-year contract.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Claimed off
waivers INF Braden Shewmake from Kan-
sas City and RHP Owen White from Cincin-
nati. Agreed to terms with RHPs Colten
Brewer, Carlos Carrasco, Geoff Hartlieb,
Wilking Rodríguez, Cristian Hernandez
and Erick Leal, OFs Ismael Munguia and
Brennen Davis, LHP Brandon Leibrandt
and INF/OFs Pablo Reyes, Dominic Smith
and Andrew Velazquez on minor league
contracts. Designated RHP Allan Winans
for assignment.

TEXAS RANGERS — Agreed to terms with
RHP Matt Festa on a minor league con-
tract.

National League

ATLANTA BRAVES — Agreed to terms
with RHP Tyler LaPorte on a minor league
contract.

NEW YORK METS — Named Luis Rivera
manager of St. Lucie, Lino Diaz manager of
Florida Complex League Mets and J.C. Ro-
driguez manager of Dominican Summer
League Mets Orange. Sent RHP Dylan Cov-
ey and 3B Luis De Los Santos outright to
Syracuse (IL).

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER — Received
F Daniel Theis and a 2031 second-round
pick from New Orleans in exchange for
cash considerations.

SACRAMENTO KINGS — Received C Jo-
nas Valanciunas from Washington in ex-
change for G Sidy Cissoko and draft con-
siderations.

WASHINGTON WIZARDS — Recalled G
Patrick Baldwin, Jr. from the Capital City
Go-Go of the G League.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

DEALS

No. 6 Florida (18-3)
at No. 1 Auburn (20-1)

AFN-Atlantic
Saturday 10 p.m. CET

Sunday 6 a.m. JKT

No. 2 Duke (19-2)
at Clemson (18-4)

AFN-Sports
Sunday 12:30 a.m. CET
Sunday 8:30 a.m. JKT

No. 16 Kansas (15-6)
at Kansas St. (10-11)

AFN-Sports
Saturday 8 p.m. CET
Sunday 4 a.m. JKT

STORRS, Conn. — There might

not be a team happier to see Janu-

ary in the rear-view mirror than

two-time defending national

champion UConn.

On the way to a second straight

title during the 2023-24 season, not

only did the Huskies go undefeat-

ed in January, but they never

trailed by double digits in those

eight games.

What a difference a year makes.

With four starters selected in the

2024 NBA Draft and an injury si-

delining talented freshman Liam

McNeeley, UConn had to battle its

way through every game in Janu-

ary. The No. 19 Huskies needed

overtime to win at home against a

Butler team with one Big East win.

Just over a week later, the Huskies

figured to have an easier team

when a DePaul team that recently

snapped a 39-game regular-sea-

son conference losing streak came

to Connecticut. The Huskies had

to overcome a 14-point deficit be-

fore winning by 11.

That game was part of a stretch

when the Huskies trailed by at

least 10 points four times in seven

games. Even the five wins in Janu-

ary were a bit of a grind.

“It is stressful to play at UConn,”

coach Dan Hurley said. “When

you are not as good as we have

been, it is uncharted territory for

Alex (Karaban), Samson (John-

son), Hassan (Diarra), Solo (Ball),

Jaylin (Stewart) and Jayden

(Ross). They are not used to play-

ing as many games like this, they

are used to dominance. I think

even the new guys — Tarris (Reed

Jr.) and Aidan (Mahaney), it is a

different kind of pressure when

you play at a place like UConn.”

A turning point for UConn

seemed to come late in the first

half and the second half of the Jan.

29 game against DePaul. The Hus-

kies used that momentum to look

like a team that came into the sea-

son as one of the favorites to win

the national title by winning at

Marquette a few days later.

“It helped us tremendously,”

Ball said. “The more we got to be

together and work as one, it turned

the game around. We had a big

turnaround, we were down (14) in

the first half and we ended up turn-

ing it around and winning by 11.

The last 26 minutes were UConn

basketball.”

More “UConn basketball’ was

on display when the Huskies went

on the road and won against a

top-10 Marquette team in its first

game in February. Even that game

showed some of the flaws of this

year’s UConn team.

The Huskies committed 25

turnovers and allowed Marquette

to grab 17 offensive rebounds. Led

by a career-high 25 points from

Ball, the Huskies shot 59% in the

game and 63% on 3-pointers en

route to the 77-69 victory.

“It was a testament to the shoot-

ing numbers,” Hurley said.

“There was a stretch in the second

half when we weren’t desperate

enough or urgent enough. It has

been the story of the season. These

are things that we haven’t done

this year that our past teams have

done.

“I am proud of the win but we

don’t play with that tenacity that

our past teams have played with.

We got bailed out by Solo had a cra-

zy shooting night and Alex hit a

late shot-clock (shot).”

Hurley thought it was going to

be a struggle following the depar-

tures of Stephon Castle, Donovan

Clingan, Tristen Newton and Cam

Spencer. However, he didn’t think

the journey would be quite this

bumpy.

“What we are trying to do is in-

credibly hard,” Hurley said. “The

former national champs that went

back-to-back, they returned their

whole team or at least all the stars

from their team. What we did last

year going back-to-back with only

returning two starters, nobody

had done that before. Now we are

trying to do something that has

never been done before, it is not

going to be easy.”

The good news is that McNeeley

could be back when UConn hosts

No. 12 St. John’s on Friday night.

“When Liam was on the court,

we were playing to a top-12 level,”

Hurley said. “His absence has

caused a lot of problems for this

team that this team can’t over-

come at this point. We just have to

find a way to battle until we get

whole again.”

With nearly a week off since the

Marquette game, ailing point

guard Diarra and McNeeley

should be among the UConn

players who will benefit additional

recovery time.

UConn went 3-5 in January dur-

ing the 2022-23 season and turned

things around in time to win the

national title. Time will tell if the

Huskies can follow that script

once again.

UConn hopes it has turned
corner after difficult stretch

MORRY GASH/AP

UConn’s Alex Karaban tries to get past Marquette’s David Joplin
during Saturday’s game. The Huskies played much better in upsetting
the Golden Eagles after a sluggish January.

BY JIM FULLER

Associated Press
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NBA

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB

Boston 36 15 .706 —

New York 34 17 .667 2

Philadelphia 20 30 .400 15½

Brooklyn 17 34 .333 19

Toronto 16 35 .314 20

Southeast Division

W L Pct GB

Miami 25 24 .510 —

Orlando 25 27 .481 1½

Atlanta 23 28 .451 3

Charlotte 12 36 .250 12½

Washington 9 41 .180 16½

Central Division

W L Pct GB

Cleveland 41 10 .804 —

Indiana 28 21 .571 12

Milwaukee 27 22 .551 13

Detroit 25 26 .490 16

Chicago 22 30 .423 19½

Western Conference

Southwest Division

W L Pct GB

Memphis 35 16 .686 —

Houston 32 18 .640 2½

Dallas 26 25 .510 9

San Antonio 22 26 .458 11½

New Orleans 12 39 .235 23

Northwest Division

W L Pct GB

Oklahoma City 40 9 .816 —

Denver 32 19 .627 9

Minnesota 28 23 .549 13

Portland 22 29 .431 19

Utah 12 37 .245 28

Pacific Division

W L Pct GB

L.A. Lakers 29 19 .604 —

L.A. Clippers 28 22 .560 2

Sacramento 25 25 .500 5

Phoenix 25 25 .500 5

Golden State 25 25 .500 5

Wednesday’s games

Milwaukee 112, Charlotte 102 
San Antonio 126, Atlanta 125 
Cleveland 118, Detroit 115 
Washington 119, Brooklyn 102 
Memphis 138, Toronto 107 
Miami 108, Philadelphia 101 
Minnesota 127, Chicago 108 
Denver 144, New Orleans 119 
Utah 131, Golden State 128 
Oklahoma City 140, Phoenix 109 
Orlando 130, Sacramento 111 

Thursday’s games

Dallas at Boston 
Houston at Minnesota 
Orlando at Denver 
Golden State at L.A. Lakers 
Sacramento at Portland 
Indiana at L.A. Clippers 

Friday’s games

Cleveland at Washington 
San Antonio at Charlotte 
Miami at Brooklyn 
Milwaukee at Atlanta 
Philadelphia at Detroit 
Toronto at Oklahoma City 
Utah at Phoenix

Scoreboard

Jimmy Butler got what he want-

ed. He’s being traded out of Miami

and got a new contract in the proc-

ess.

The Heat and Golden State

Warriors have agreed on a deal

that sends Butler to the Bay Area,

a person with knowledge of the

talks said Wednesday. Butler

helped carry Miami to the NBA

Finals twice, long before a hostile

breakup that saw him suspended

three times by the team in Janu-

ary.

Golden State is making it hap-

pen by moving Andrew Wiggins,

Dennis Schroder, Kyle Anderson,

Lindy Waters and first-round

draft compensation out in the

deal, said the person, who spoke to

The Associated Press on condi-

tion of anonymity because the

trade had not gotten league ap-

proval.

Wiggins and Anderson are

headed to Miami, though it’s un-

clear if Anderson will be staying

with the Heat. Schroder is getting

moved to Utah — where the War-

riors, coincidentally, were

Wednesday night — and Josh Ri-

chardson is heading from Miami

to Detroit along with Waters. Also

on the move: P.J. Tucker, who was

just traded to Utah and now is set

to return to the Heat, where he

played in 2021-22.

“My brother, man. I’m going to

miss him, for sure,” said Miami

forward Nikola Jovic, who looked

up to Butler. “I think a lot of guys

here will. He’s someone who did a

lot for this franchise.”

The Heat will get a protected

first-rounder from Golden State;

for now, that is a pick in this year’s

draft though that could change

based on final terms. And ESPN

reported that Butler has already

agreed on a two-year extension

with the Warriors, one that would

be worth around $113 million.

“I’m really happy that he got

what he wanted,” Jovic said.

“That bag’s kinda really big.”

Mark down March 25: Golden

State at Miami, the first time But-

ler could play again in South Flor-

ida.

The Warriors become Butler’s

fifth team, after stints the Bulls,

Timberwolves, 76ers and Heat.

His arrivals were celebrated in all

four cities, and his departures

weren’t exactly smooth in any of

them.

With Golden State, he joins Ste-

phen Curry and Draymond Green

—two players who were part of all

four recent Warriors champion-

ship teams and have hopes of get-

ting back to title contention again.

Golden State had a closed-door

meeting in the locker room

Wednesday as news of the trade

was getting out; coach Steve Kerr

met with the team during the peri-

od that the room is typically open

to reporters before games. The

Warriors wound up falling to the

Jazz 131-128.

“Our guys were in the locker

room getting ready to play and all

of a sudden we’re saying good-

bye,” Kerr said.

Butler’s breakup with Miami

brewed for months. The primary

issue was money; he was eligible

for the two-year, $113 million ex-

tension and the Heat never of-

fered it, largely because he

missed about 25% of the team’s

games in his Miami tenure.

The relationship was broken

beyond repair at the end. When

Butler said he didn’t expect to find

on-court joy with the Heat again

in early January, he was suspend-

ed for seven games as the last

straw on a list of what the team

called detrimental conduct.

It kept getting worse: Butler

was suspended three times in Jan-

uary alone, the second a two-game

ban for missing a team flight, the

last an indefinite one that followed

him leaving shootaround early af-

ter learning he wasn’t going to

start a Jan. 27 game against Or-

lando. That was the end.

“There was a lot said by every-

body, except for me, to tell you the

truth,” Butler said after his first

game back following the first sus-

pension. “We’ll let people keep

talking. ... The whole truth will

come out.”

Source: Heat trade Butler to Warriors
BY TIM REYNOLDS

Associated Press

JEFF CHIU/AP

Jimmy Butler’s time in Miami has come to a close after an ugly breakup, as the Heat reportedly reached a
deal to send him to Golden State where he will join Stephen Curry, left, and the Warriors.

LOS ANGELES — The Los Angeles Lakers

are acquiring center Mark Williams from the

Charlotte Hornets in a trade for rookie Dalton

Knecht, Cam Reddish and draft considera-

tions, a person with knowledge of the deal told

The Associated Press.

The person spoke on the condition of ano-

nymity Wednesday night because the latest

trade by the busy Lakers hasn’t been finalized.

The Hornets are also getting Los Angeles’

first-round pick in 2031 and a first-round pick

swap in 2030 in exchange for Williams, one of

the NBA’s most intriguing young centers.

Williams is another major addition in the

Lakers’ thorough roster overhaul, which has

been highlighted by their acquisition of Luka

Doncic from the Dallas Mavericks last Satur-

day in a blockbuster trade for Anthony Davis.

Los Angeles has dramat-

ically revamped their nu-

cleus since Christmas, as-

sembling a roster that could

be a championship conten-

der this season with Doncic

and 40-year-old LeBron

James.

Williams fills an obvious

need for the Lakers, who were briefly left with

Jaxson Hayes as their only veteran center fol-

lowing Davis’ departure and Christian Wood’s

long-term injury absence.

The 7-foot-2 Williams has spent three most-

ly injury-plagued seasons with Charlotte,

managing to play in just 84 games mostly due

to back problems.

When healthy, he’s shown potential.

The Duke product has averaged 16 points,

9.8 rebounds and 1.2 blocks per game this sea-

son in 22 games and has ex-

celled in pick-and-roll sit-

uations when he’s had a

chance to play alongside

LaMelo Ball.

Williams, who knows LA

coach JJ Redick as a fellow

Duke product, should fit

well with Doncic as a target

for his playmaking skills in lobs and pick-and-

rolls. He’ll also have to be a key defensive

player for the Lakers, whose defense was built

heavily around Davis’ peerless rim protection.

Charlotte, meanwhile, is clearly building for

the long term under new owners Gabe Plotkin

and Rick Schnall while collecting assets.

The Hornets now own their first-round pick

in the next seven years, as well as a top-14 pro-

tected first-round pick in 2027 from Miami

(unprotected in 2028), a top-two protected

pick from Dallas in 2027,

the right to swap first roun-

ders with Los Angeles in

2030 and the Lakers’ unpro-

tected first round pick in

2031.

Knecht was LA’s first-

round pick last summer,

and the outside shooting

specialist has averaged 9.4 points and 3.1 re-

bounds per game as a rookie. He started 12

games and even had a 37-point performance

while hitting a record-tying nine 3-pointers in

November, but he has received less playing

time in the new year.

Reddish is averaging 3.3 points per game in

his second season with the Lakers. He started

26 games for Los Angeles last season under

coach Darvin Ham, but has played much less

under Redick.

Lakers reportedly get Williams from Hornets for Knecht, Reddish
BY GREG BEACHAM AND STEVE REED

Associated Press

Williams Knecht Reddish
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NHL/MLB

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Florida 55 32 20 3 67 184 162

Toronto 53 32 19 2 66 165 153

Ottawa 54 29 21 4 62 156 146

Detroit 54 28 21 5 61 157 165

Tampa Bay 52 28 20 4 60 181 146

Boston 56 27 23 6 60 154 178

Montreal 54 25 24 5 55 160 185

Buffalo 53 22 26 5 49 167 179

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Washington 53 35 11 7 77 188 132

Carolina 54 32 18 4 68 176 149

New Jersey 55 30 19 6 66 170 139

Columbus 54 26 21 7 59 179 179

N.Y. Islanders 53 25 21 7 57 146 152

N.Y. Rangers 53 26 23 4 56 159 162

Pittsburgh 55 22 24 9 53 159 196

Philadelphia 55 23 25 7 53 156 186

Western Conference

Central Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Winnipeg 55 38 14 3 79 198 131

Dallas 53 34 18 1 69 170 131

Minnesota 54 31 19 4 66 155 155

Colorado 55 31 22 2 64 177 168

Utah 53 22 22 9 53 147 157

St. Louis 54 24 25 5 53 146 163

Nashville 52 18 27 7 43 136 169

Chicago 53 16 31 6 38 138 183

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Edmonton 54 34 16 4 72 178 147

Vegas 54 31 17 6 68 178 151

Los Angeles 51 28 17 6 62 145 130

Vancouver 53 24 18 11 59 151 164

Calgary 53 26 20 7 59 144 158

Anaheim 53 23 24 6 52 135 164

Seattle 55 23 28 4 50 165 178

San Jose 55 15 34 6 36 144 206

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Wednesday’s games

N.Y. Rangers 3, Boston 2
Edmonton 4, Chicago 3, OT
Los Angeles 6, Montreal 3

Thursday’s games

Ottawa at Tampa Bay
Utah at Columbus
Vegas at New Jersey
Washington at Philadelphia
Carolina at Minnesota
Florida at St. Louis
Colorado at Calgary
Toronto at Seattle
Vancouver at San Jose

Friday’s games

Pittsburgh at N.Y. Rangers
N.Y. Islanders at Winnipeg
Nashville at Chicago
Colorado at Edmonton
Dallas at Los Angeles

NHL scoreboard

L
ogan Cooley was born in Pittsburgh

just 17 months before Sidney Crosby

debuted in the NHL and his home-

town Penguins won multiple Stanley

Cup championships during his childhood.

Cooley admired Crosby, but he grew up a

Washington Capitals fan for a very specific rea-

son: Alex Ovechkin.

“That’s the real one,” said Cooley, who’s now

playing for the Utah Hockey Club. “He was my

favorite player growing up.”

Cooley is not alone. Ovechkin has for two dec-

ades been a role model for kids watching hock-

ey all around the world, from his homeland in

Russia to the U.S. and Canada, thanks to his

powerful slap shot and physical style of play, his

familiar yellow skate laces and tinted visor, and

that gap-toothed smile. He is one of the most

recognizable faces of the sport.

Now closing in on Wayne Gretzky’s career

goals record, the 39-year-old Ovechkin is now

playing against many of those youngsters who

grew up watching his highlights and hoping

they could be like the “Great 8.”

“I had Ovechkin jerseys, and everyone did.

Who didn’t?” U.S.-born defenseman Brock Fab-

er of the Minnesota Wild said. “Everyone always

wanted to be Ovi. ... When he was younger in his

career and the yellow laces and just the style and

swag he brought to the game, being so loved

around the league, it’s one of the coolest things in

the world to play against guys like him.”

The admiration starts at home, from players

who were years or decades from putting on

skates when Ovechkin was born in Moscow on

Sept. 17, 1985. Ivan Miroshnichenko, Washing-

ton’s first-round pick in 2022 who has been a

teammate for 40 NHL games, said: “He’s a big,

Russian man. He’s a legend.”

That legend started early. Dmitry Kulikov of

the Florida Panthers recently played in his

1,000th regular-season NHL game and is just

five years younger than Ovechkin, but he re-

calls the buzz beginning in the ‘90s.

“When I was growing up, he was obviously

just starting off a few years before me and he

was already talked about being great back

then,” Kulikov said. “Obviously when he came

over here, he proved it with his style of play and

his goal-scoring ability, how unique of a player

he is and how good he was going to be.”

How unique? Ovechkin is not only second to

Gretzky with 878 goals and holds the record for

the most on the power play and most shots, but

his 3,701 hits rank third among all players over

the past 20 seasons. During that time, he won

the Calder Trophy as rookie of the year, the

Hart three times as league MVP and the Conn

Smythe in 2018 as playoff MVP after leading the

Capitals to their first Stanley Cup title.

Slightly younger but still with more than 750

games in North America, Winnipeg winger and

fellow Russian Vladislav Namestnikov consid-

ers Ovechkin a part of multiple iterations of his

career.

“I just grew up watching him, an idol growing

up,” Namestnikov said. “Our generation, he

opened up the doors for everyone else.”

Wyatt Johnston was still in diapers growing

up in Toronto when Ovechkin and Crosby —

picked No. 1 in the NHL draft a year apart — be-

came hockey’s biggest stars.

“They’ve dominated the league for as long as

I’ve lived,” said Johnston, who entered NHL

with Dallas in 2022. “(Ovechkin) was a really

fun player to watch, just how dynamic he is.

He’s one of those guys that I think him and Sid

are maybe on a different level of me being kind

of starstruck when I’ve seen them just kind of

growing up, and they were dominating the

league for my whole life.”

Faber credited Ovechkin and Crosby for pav-

ing the way for so many players. And that

doesn’t just include from places like the U.S.

and Canada. Florida defenseman Niko Mikkola

grew up in the outskirts of Oulu, Finland, across

the Gulf of Bothnia from Sweden and was

locked in to that rivalry.

“Obviously you know those two big names

were Crosby and Ovechkin,” Mikkola said.

“You followed those guys, obviously, and you

see in headlines those guys are usually there.

The highlights, also, you see how they score

goals.”

Now teammates with Mikkola with the Pan-

thers, Nate Schmidt still considers himself

lucky to play his first four NHL seasons along-

side Ovechkin with Washington. That’s full cir-

cle for a kid who grew up in Minnesota playing

minor and high school hockey watching Ovech-

kin wide-eyed at what he could do.

“It’s hard not to,” Schmidt said. “Being his

teammate and seeing what he does in practice

and games firsthand gives you a different ap-

preciation for what he is as a player.”

Ovechkin’s influence stretches far
Capitals star was role model for youth everywhere, and now some are playing with him

BY STEPHEN WHYNO

Associated Press

JOHN LOCHER/AP

A powerful slap shot and physical style of play, his familiar yellow skate laces and tinted visor,
and that gap-toothed smile all have contributed to Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin being one
of the most recognizable faces of the sport over the course of the 2000s.

NEW YORK — First baseman Pete Alon-

so is staying with the New York Mets, agree-

ing to a $54 million, two-year contract, a

person familiar with the deal told The Asso-

ciated Press.

The person spoke on condition of ano-

nymity Wednesday night because the

agreement, first reported by The New York

Post, was subject to a successful physical.

Alonso gets a $10 million signing bonus

and gets salaries of $20 million this year and

$24 million in 2026. He can opt out after the

2025 season to become a free agent again.

New York also offered a $71 million, three-

year deal with salaries of $27 million in 2025

and $22 million in each of the following two

seasons, with the ability to opt out after each

of the first two years, the person said.

Alonso, who turned 30 on Dec. 7, lingered

on the market longer than other top players.

Among other free-agent first basemen,

Christian Walker agreed to a $60 million,

three-year contract with Houston, and Paul

Goldschmidt (New York Yankees) and Car-

los Santana (Cleveland) accepted one-year

agreements.

Mets owner Steve Cohen expressed frus-

tration last month, saying the negotiating

was more difficult than the talks that led to a

record $765 million, 15-year contract with

Juan Soto, who like Alonso is represented

by agent Scott Boras.

“I don’t like the structures that are being

presented to us,” Steve Cohen said. “It’s

highly asymmetric against us and I feel

strongly about it. I will never say no. You

know, there’s always a possibility.

“But the reality is that we’re moving for-

ward and we continue to bring in players.

And as we continue to bring in players, the

reality is, it becomes harder to fit Pete into

what is a very expensive group of players

that we already have.”

Under his previous agency, Alonso

turned down a $158 million, seven-year of-

fer in 2023 that would have covered 2024-

30. He switched representation to Boras af-

ter the 2023 season and agreed to a $20.5

million, one-year deal that avoided arbitra-

tion.

Alonso hit 226 homers over six seasons

with New York and became a four-time All-

Star, but his strikeouts steadily increased to

acareer high 172 last year while his OPS has

dropped to a career-low .788.

Nicknamed the Polar Bear, Alonso be-

came a Citi Field fan favorite as a home-

grown member of the Mets.

He was NL Rookie of the Year in 2019,

when he hit .260 with a major league-high

53 homers — a rookie record — and 120

RBIs. He had a career-high 131 RBIs in

2022.

Alonso batted a career-low .217 in 2023

while hitting 46 homers and driving in 118

runs and hit .240 with 34 homers and 88

RBIs this year. His three-run, ninth-inning

home run off Devin Williams lifted New

York over Milwaukee in the decisive third

game of its NL Wild Card Series.

After losing to the Los Angeles Dodgers

in the NL Championship Series, the Mets

added Soto and right-handers Frankie

Montas, Clay Holmes and Griffin Canning

along with left-hander A.J. Minter, and re-

signed left-hander Sean Manaea, right-han-

der Ryne Stanek and outfielder Jesse Wink-

er.

Source: Alonso stays with Mets on $54M, 2-year deal
BY RONALD BLUM

Associated Press



PAGE 28 • S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S • Friday, February 7, 2025

OLYMPICS

CORTINA D’AMPEZZO, Italy

— In Sochi, workers were still

hammering away in the media vil-

lage and shower water ran yellow

when journalists from around the

world arrived for the 2014 Winter

Games.

The chaotic preparations for the

2016 Summer Games in Rio de Ja-

neiro were labeled the “worst” ev-

er by a vice president of the Inter-

national Olympic Committee.

The next Olympics, though,

might set an unofficial record for

running late on preparations.

That’s because the century-old

sliding center being completely

rebuilt for the 2026 Milan-Cortina

Winter Games is pushing the

deadline so tight that the IOC has

gone so far as to demand a Plan B

option that would require moving

bobsled, luge and skeleton events

all the way to Lake Placid, N.Y., if

the track in Italy isn’t finished in

time.

Thursday marked exactly one

year to go before the Feb. 6, 2026

opening ceremony at the San Siro

stadium, and the track in Cortina

is still a half-completed construc-

tion site.

The IOC has set a deadline for

the end of next month for pre-cer-

tification of the Cortina track, and

nobody is saying for sure if it will

pass the test.

But Fabio Saldini, the Italian

government commissioner in

charge of the $123 million project,

told The Associated Press during

a recent visit that almost 70% of

the track was completed — even if

it was tough to tell inside the mud-

dy and chaotic construction site.

With 180 people working from 6

a.m. to 1 a.m. every day to build the

sliding center, the first ice is slated

to be laid down on the track at the

start of March.

“We have huge support from

the construction firms, the gov-

ernment and (Infrastructure and

Transport Minister Matteo) Salvi-

ni,” Saldini said. “With everyone’s

support, we will be able to finish in

time.”

Construction began less than a

year ago and no sliding track has

been built in such a short time-

frame. An official test event is slat-

ed for October, a step that has tak-

en on more importance since the

death of Georgian luger Nodar

Kumaritashvili in a training crash

hours before the start of the open-

ing ceremony for the 2010 Van-

couver Games.

Lake Placid had no cost
The IOC would have preferred

to use an active track in nearby

Austria or Switzerland instead of

rebuilding the Cortina venue,

which had been closed since 2008.

But it let the local organizing com-

mittee select the Plan B option.

“We chose Lake Placid because

it was the only place where they

offered us the track without re-

quiring us to make any invest-

ments,” Milan-Cortina CEO An-

drea Varnier told AP. “But we’re

counting on holding the sliding

sports here in Cortina.”

Added organizing committee

president Giovanni Malagò about

the Lake Placid backup plan: “It’s

just a formality. There’s no sub-

stance to it.”

Environmental groups have

protested over climate damage

due to the Cortina track’s recon-

struction.

“There were 800 trees cut

down,” Saldini said. “But they

were not all 100 years old, like

some people said. And we’re going

to plant 10,000 trees when we’re

done.”

Move would be big change
General ticket sales for the

games are about to start following

a pre-registration process that

drew in more than 350,000 re-

quests — 70% of them from abroad

from more than 210 countries.

Sliding is one of the Games’

most inexpensive attractions with

luge events going for as low as $42

and bobsled for a maximum of

$104.

But what happens for ticket

holders if the sliding track in Cor-

tina isn’t ready and events are

moved to Lake Placid?

“It will be a whole different ex-

perience,” said Paul Caine, the

president of hospitality package

provider On Location, about the

prospect of moving from glitzy

Cortina to upstate New York.

Caine noted that while “nobody

wanted to go to Tahiti” for surfing

events in French Polynesia during

last year’s Paris Games, hospital-

ity packages were sold for the sail-

ing competitions in Marseille,

which is located in southern

France — 3½ hours by train from

Paris.

On Location has received re-

quests for hospitality packages

from 62 countries so far, with ice

hockey, biathlon and figure skat-

ing the most popular sports.

Private boxes for the opening

ceremony at the iconic San Siro

soccer stadium have already sold

out.

Long history of hosting
These are the first Games to ful-

ly embrace cost-cutting reforms

installed by IOC President Tho-

mas Bach and use mostly existing

venues — which has meant scat-

tering the Games all over north-

ern Italy.

Alpine skiing will be divided be-

tween Cortina (for the women’s

events) and Bormio (for the men)

— which are separated by a 5½-

hour drive. Livigno will host frees-

tyle skiing and snowboarding, bi-

athlon will be in Anterselva, Nor-

dic events will be in Val di

Fiemme and ice sports in Milan.

“It’s very complicated due to

the big distances and also because

of all the different representatives

in each region,” Varnier said. “We

have great relationships with ev-

eryone but everybody has their

own way and style of doing things,

so we need to adapt to them. That’s

the spirit of these Games: We

adapt to the different territories

and not vice versa.”

One reason that the organizing

committee is adapting to each and

every venue is that most of these

places have a long history of host-

ing World Cup races and world

championships.

For example, Bormio hosted the

Alpine skiing worlds in 1985 and

2005; Cortina hosted the skiing

worlds in 2021 and has been the

site of more than 100 World Cup

ski races; Anterselva has hosted

six biathlon worlds dating back to

1975; Val di Fiemme has hosted

three Nordic worlds.

Still, none of that does any good

for an athlete like Ester Ledecka,

the Czech wonder who claimed

golds in both Alpine skiing and

snowboarding at the 2018 Pyeong-

chang Games. In 2026, two of Le-

decka’s races will be held on the

same day in resorts hours apart —

meaning she’ll likely have to

choose one over the other.

One venue remains
uncertain year out
from Winter Games

GIOVANNI AULETTA/AP 

Construction work takes place at the Cortina Sliding Center, venue for the bobsled, luge and skeleton 
disciplines at the Milan Cortina 2026 Winter Olympics, in Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy, on Jan. 16.

BY ANDREW DAMPF

Associated Press

LUCA BRUNO/AP 

IOC President Thomas Bach, left, and Italian National Olympic Committee
president Giovanni Malagò attend the ‘One Year To Go’ ceremony for the
2026 Milano-Cortina Winter Olympics in Milan on Thursday.



Friday, February 7, 2025 • S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S • PAGE 29

SUPER BOWL LIX

NEW ORLEANS — The Super

Bowl matchup between Philadel-

phia and Kansas City isn’t lacking

for star power.

Patrick Mahomes and Travis

Kelce are among the most recog-

nized players in the NFL thanks to

their stellar play, numerous com-

mercials and Kelce’s pop-star

girlfriend, and the Chiefs have be-

come perhaps the league’s most

visible franchise thanks to their

recent dynastic run.

The Eagles have also been

mainstays near the top of the NFL

these past few seasons, with big-

name players like Saquon Bar-

kley, Jalen Hurts and A.J. Brown

generating plenty of headlines.

But if history is any indication,

some lesser-known players could

have a big impact on the Super

Bowl on Sunday. Mecole Hard-

man caught the winning TD pass

for Kansas City in overtime in last

year’s win over San Francisco,

and it was Kadarius Toney who

had a TD catch and long punt re-

turn that proved crucial in beating

Philadelphia two years ago.

That’s been the case over the

history of the Super Bowl, wheth-

er it was unheralded MVPs like

Larry Brown, Dexter Jackson or

Malcolm Smith; Jack Squirek’s

pick-6 for the Raiders in Super

Bowl 18 against Washington; Tim-

my Smith’s 204 yards rushing in

his first career start for Washing-

ton against Denver in Super Bowl

22; or David Tyree’s helmet catch

that helped the Giants spoil the

Patriots’ bid for a perfect season in

Super Bowl 42.

Here are a few players who

could fill that role Sunday:

Eagles DT Milton Williams
While Jalen Carter garners

much of the attention when it

comes to the Eagles’ defensive in-

terior, Williams has had a strong

fourth season in the NFL and

should have the chance to take ad-

vantage of a very favorable

matchup. He had a career-high

five sacks in the regular season

and has six pressures in the first

two playoff games, according to

Pro Football Focus.

Williams should get the chance

to line up against the Chiefs’ weak-

est offensive lineman with Mike

Caliendo playing left guard after

All-Pro Joe Thuney moved out-

side to tackle late in the season.

Chiefs DE Michael Danna
Chris Jones is the star of Kansas

City’s defensive line, but Danna

played a big role in the AFC title

game against Buffalo. He had five

pressures on 16 pass rushes

against the Bills, according to NFL

NextGen Stats, for his most pro-

ductive game ever as a pass rush-

er. He also forced a fumble on his

one sack and may need another

big game Sunday for the Chiefs to

slow down the Eagles.

Eagles RB Kenneth Gainwell
Barkley gets the focus of the op-

posing defenses, but that could

provide an opportunity for one of

his backups to deliver. Gainwell

had 181 yards rushing in three

playoff games two years ago and

had a 44-yard kickoff return in the

divisional round against the Rams.

Gainwell could play the role of

Corey Clement, who came out of

nowhere to star in Philadelphia’s

win in Super Bowl 52 against New

England with 100 yards receiving

and a touchdown.

Chiefs S Chamarri Conner
The second-year safety had

nine tackles and a forced fumble

in the AFC title game against Buf-

falo and will be needed Sunday to

make sure Barkley doesn’t get

many big runs. Conner has been

strong against the run with his

stop rate of 12% on run plays rank-

ing best among all defensive backs

with 100 snaps this season, accord-

ing to NextGen stats.

Conner is also a strong blitzer

with 11 pressures on 36 rushes, ac-

cording to NextGen stats.

Eagles S Reed Blankenship
Blankenship has 24 tackles, one

forced fumble and one fumble re-

covery so far in the playoffs, and

seems to have a knack for big

plays. He had four interceptions in

the regular season, with three

coming at key times in the second

half to help preserve wins.

Chiefs TE Noah Gray
With defenses keyed on Kelce,

Gray has found room to operate

in the middle of the field when

Kansas City uses multiple tight

ends. He set career highs this

season with 40 catches for 437

yards and five TDs and could be

needed again — especially in the

red zone — if the Eagles use mul-

tiple defenders to take away

Kelce.

Role players often crucial for champions
BY JOSH DUBOW

Associated Press

CHRIS SZAGOLA/AP

Eagles running back Kenneth Gainwell has been overshadowed by Saquon Barkley’s historic season at
times, but has still provided key playoff performances for Philadelphia in recent years, including this one.

REED HOFFMANN/AP

Chiefs tight end Noah Gray set career highs this season with 40 catches for 437 yards and five touchdowns.
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SUPER BOWL LIX

It’s a rematch from two years ago when

Hurts nearly led the Eagles to a champion-

ship only to watch Mahomes snatch it away

by rallying Kansas City to a 38-35 win on

Harrison Butker’s 27-yard field goal with 8

seconds left.

Mahomes lifted the Chiefs to an overtime

win against San Francisco in another Super

Bowl rematch last year. Now, they’re poised

for a three-peat, a word coach Andy Reid

doesn’t use much.

“I think the only time I’ve heard him say it

is to the media whenever y’all ask him about

it,” Mahomes said. “He’s very locked in on

just, ‘How can we be great with our cadence

today at practice?’ so that’s just the stuff that

Coach Reid focuses on.”

Reid won more games than any coach in

franchise history during his 14 seasons in

Philadelphia but couldn’t win the big one,

going 1-4 in NFC Championship Games and

losing a Super Bowl to the Patriots. He went

right to Kansas City after the Eagles fired

him following the 2012 season and has built

a dynasty thanks to Mahomes, Kelce, Chris

Jones and others.

“You don’t have time to think about all

that,” Reid said of the three-peat. “You’re

focused in on the job at hand here and that’s

playing against a great Eagles team.”

Jones, the three-time All-Pro defensive

tackle, echoed his coach’s viewpoint.

“We don’t talk about no three-peat,”

Jones said. “I think that’s what we’re here

for. We understand that. We understand

there’s one more game until the offseason

and we can do whatever we want to do. Our

main focus is making sure we’re prepared

for the Eagles.”

No matter what the Chiefs say, everyone

else is talking about it. No team has done it

in the Super Bowl era, though the Green

Bay Packers won an NFL championship in

1965 and followed by winning the first two

Super Bowls. Kelce even started all the

three-peat talk on stage last year when he

said the team’s goal was to win three.

“This is gonna be our biggest test yet,”

Kelce said. “They got a lot of great players

but the biggest thing is they play great to-

gether. You could see their communication.

You could see the accountability they have,

especially in the secondary. It’s not gonna

make my job any easier.”

These Eagles are different from the

group that fell just short against Kansas

City in Arizona two years ago.

They have the NFL’s most dynamic

player in the backfield. Barkley rushed for

2,447 yards with seven TDs of 60-plus yards

in the regular season and playoffs.

“The goal has always been to win it, not

just to get here,” Barkley said.

Losing to the Chiefs two years ago only

motivated Hurts even more. He’s deter-

mined to hoist a Lombardi Trophy and even

had a photo of him walking off the field with

Kansas City’s red and yellow confetti falling

around him as the background on his phone.

“It’s had a great driving force,” Hurts

said of that loss. “It lit a flame, lit a fire in

me, and to have this opportunity again is ex-

actly what you work for.”

Hurts, Barkley, A.J. Brown, DeVonta

Smith and a dominant offensive line present

a major challenge for Chiefs defensive co-

ordinator Steve Spagnuolo.

The Eagles also have the league’s No. 1-

ranked defense, featuring eight new start-

ers from 2022 and defensive coordinator

Vic Fangio.

All-Pro linebacker Zack Baun and rookie

cornerbacks Quinyon Mitchell and Cooper

DeJean plus the emergence of defensive

tackle Jalen Carter and edge rusher Nolan

Smith has transformed a defensive unit that

fell apart last season.

“We’re fortunate to have Steve Spagnuo-

lo, but I tell you that Vic is one of those

guys,” Reid said. “He’s just one of those

really creative defensive minds that sur-

vived a long time in this league. He’s been

time-tested, and, he has the trust of his

players.”

If the Chiefs win, Reid and Mahomes will

be one step closer to Bill Belichick and Tom

Brady. They’re halfway to the six Belichick

and Brady won together in New England

and Mahomes is still four away from Bra-

dy’s seven rings. 

“I’m trying to be the greatest Patrick Ma-

homes that I can be. That’s obviously a goal

of anyone’s — to be the greatest at their pro-

fession — but in order to do that, you have to

be the greatest that you can be every single

day,” Mahomes said. 

“Whenever I’m done with football, if I

leave everything out there — the way that I

feel like I have so far — as far as effort and

mentality, I’ll be happy with the results.”

A win for Kansas City also would give

Kelce his fourth ring, the same number of

Grammy Awards his pop-star girlfriend

has won for best album. Overall, Kelce has

18 playoff wins and Swift has 14 Grammys. 

“She’s up there being the superstar that

she is and never taking no for an answer and

always working her tail off. I better match

that energy for sure,” Kelce said.

Test: Despite chance at history, Chiefs focused on one win
FROM PAGE 32

AP

Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Jalen Hurts, left, and Kansas City Chiefs quarterback
Patrick Mahomes shake hands following a game on Nov. 20, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo.
Hurts and Mahomes will face off in the Super Bowl for the second time in three years.
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NEW ORLEANS — Jason Kelce

stood on stage during a taping of his

late-night talk show when he spot-

ted his former boss and Eagles gen-

eral manager Howie Roseman

hanging out in the balcony.

Kelce turned the cameo into a

Q&A and asked what every fan in

Philadelphia — heck, everyone

around the NFL — really wanted to

know: “Did you know Zack Baun

was going to be this good?”

Roseman, who built the franchis-

e’s first Super Bowl championship

team in 2017, took a flier on Baun

and signed him to a modest $3.5 mil-

lion, one-year deal in the offseason

after four mostly forgettable years

with the New Orleans Saints.

The goal was that Baun would be

serviceable on his prove-it deal and

maybe play decent enough to find a

fit on the defense, perhaps even

play some special teams.

The Eagles’ payoff on Roseman’s

gamble? Baun blossomed into a

first-team All-Pro under Vic Fan-

gio, and now the linebacker is set to

enjoy a professional homecoming

in New Orleans, this time trying to

help Philadelphia beat the Kansas

City Chiefs in the Super Bowl.

So, c’mon Howie, did you really

know?

“I went to him after he made first-

team All-Pro, and I went to him and

I congratulated him, and I said,

‘Man, you deserve this,’” Roseman

said. “And he said, ‘Be honest, did

you think there was any shot at this?’

“I said, ‘(heck) no,’” Roseman

said to roaring laughter.

Hey, who can blame him? The 28-

year-old Baun’s signing was barely

a blip on the offseason transactions

wire compared to more ballyhooed

deals with running back Saquon

Barkley — a smashing success —

and linebacker Bryce Huff — a $51

million bust. The Saints took Baun

in the third round of the 2020 draft

and he did little to distinguish him-

self for a team well out of the NFL

spotlight, with a combined 12 starts

and 88 tackles over four seasons.

In his first season with the Eagles,

Baun is a finalist for the AP NFL De-

fensive Player of the Year award.

New Orleans let him walk, but the

Super Bowl is far from any type of

revenge game for Baun to show up

in his old stadium and show his for-

mer team and fans what they

missed.

He took the fall for his shortcom-

ings with the Saints.

“Kind of getting in my own way,”

Baun said. “I had great coaches, it

was a great scheme. But I kind of

blame myself for getting in my own

way. I think just the new environ-

ment, the new coaching staff, the

new people around me kind of gave

me a new opportunity and a new

perspective on my career.”

Baun got out of his head and into a

fresh start in Philadelphia.

In New Orleans, Baun was pri-

marily an edge defender who failed

to crack the starting lineup and

played only a handful of snaps each

game. The Eagles moved him to in-

side linebacker and he instantly

found new life under Fangio’s

scheme that forced him into being a

run stopper and pass rusher on the

blitz. He had 151 total tackles, in-

cluding 93 solo.

Take this assessment of Baun’s

career from Fangio in May:

“He really didn’t play a whole lot

of defense there, but he was inside

some, more outside,” he said. “We

think he can play inside, and I have

not seen anything so far that says

otherwise.”

Consider him a fast learner.

Baun was a smash hit straight out

of the gate with 15 tackles in a sea-

son-opening win against Green

Bay. He even sealed the 34-29 win

with a sack on the last play of the

game.

He was a bit overshadowed in

that one by the other new free agent

in town. That Barkley guy scored

three touchdowns.

Like Barkley, Baun never slowed

down.

He had had 11 tackles and a sack

in a win over Carolina. He forced a

fumble in the third that set up a

score, one of five turnovers for Phi-

ladelphia, and had two tackles for

losses in December against Wash-

ington. In the Eagles’ playoff win

over Green Bay, Baun was the first

Philadelphia linebacker with an in-

terception in a playoff game since

DeMeco Ryans in 2014.

Baun went from a bargain-bin af-

terthought with the Saints to a free-

agent All-Pro linebacker in hot de-

mand this offseason, sure to parlay

his career year into long-term fi-

nancial security.

Baun could potentially end two

tenures in New Orleans. But that’s a

worry for another day for him —

one he hopes comes with a Super

Bowl ring.

“I don’t really want to get into the

free agency,” he said. “We’re here

for the Super Bowl. I’m focused on

this team right now and I am where

my feet are.”

DERIK HAMILTON/AP

Eagles linebacker Zack Baun had a breakout season in Philadelphia after several underwhelming years
with the Saints, and is now back in New Orleans with a chance to secure a Super Bowl victory.

Ex-Saint Baun has chance
at title in NOLA with Eagles

BY DAN GELSTON

Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Every once

in a while, when an unsuspecting

offense is least expecting it, Kan-

sas City Chiefs safety Justin Reid

will inch his way toward the line of

scrimmage, then take off like a

thunderbolt toward the quarter-

back the moment the ball is

snapped.

It looks so simple, the way Reid

blitzes, as if all he’s doing is timing

up the QB’s cadence.

Turns out, it is far more compli-

cated.

The timing is a big part of it, of

course, but so is the way defensive

linemen tie up the offensive line.

The way the rest of the defensive

backfield disguises coverage. The

way pass rushers stunt or other-

wise provide pressure on the quar-

terback from the outside, making

him move to the exact point on the

field where Reid expects to meet

him.

The mad scientist pulling all

those strings is Steve Spagnuolo,

the Kansas City defensive coordi-

nator whose job in helping the

Chiefs get back to the Super Bowl

had him interviewing with several

clubs last week for another shot at

being a head coach.

“He’s incredible,” Reid said

ahead of Sunday’s Super Bowl re-

match with the Philadelphia Ea-

gles. “My first year here, like, the

amount of pressures and cover-ze-

ros and simulated pressures — the

sheer volume of it was a little bit

like, ‘Wow, this is really deep.’ But

as you get a ton of reps at it and start

to get a feel for the defense, you’re

almost hungry for it. Like, ‘Let’s

put in more, put in something else

nobody has ever seen.’”

Hard to believe there is some-

thing left to invent.

But that deep, complicated de-

fensive playbook and all those ex-

otic blitzes that “Spags” has devel-

oped over the years are a big rea-

son why Kansas City is back facing

Philadelphia on the NFL’s biggest

stage.

“I love this defense, man. Spags,

we’ve always trusted him and ev-

erybody that plays under him,”

Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce said.

“They’re so sound and they play

their tails off, and they throw their

heart out there on the field every

single week.”

In the early years of its dynastic

run, the Kansas City defense was a

liability, and it was up to Patrick

Mahomes and the rest of a high-po-

wered offense to bail it out. But that

changed when Spagnuolo arrived,

and general manager Brett Veach

began investing free-agent money

and draft capital into upgrades on

that side of the ball. The result has

been a defense among the NFL’s

best in scoring the past few years,

and one that was particularly good

against the run this season.

That could prove pivotal as the

Chiefs try to slow down Eagles

running back Saquon Barkley in

the big game.

And when it comes to slowing

down the passing attack, well,

that’s where blitzes come into play.

They can come from any level of

the defense, at any point in time,

and the only thing they have in

common is the frequency in which

they succeed.

“He doesn’t do it every down,”

Kansas City coach Andy Reid said.

“Sometimes you get the stigma of

being a ‘blitz guy.’ It’s when he

does it and how he knows the pro-

tections or the run scheme, you

know, for the run blitzes. How he

understands the scheme and when

to go about using it. I think that’s

what makes him so unique and

why they’re so successful.”

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP 

Chiefs defensive coordinator Steve Spagnuolo has helped Kansas City to
three titles in recent years and is now tasked with stopping Saquon 
Barkley and the Philadelphia Eagles in an attempt at a history three-peat.

Chiefs DC Spagnuolo
has created complex
playbook over years

BY DAVE SKRETTA

Associated Press
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NEW ORLEANS — Patrick Mahomes, Travis Kelce and the

Kansas City Chiefs are pursuing history and a few of Taylor

Swift’s records.

Saquon Barkley, Jalen Hurts and the Philadelphia Eagles stand

in their way.

The Chiefs (17-2) will try to become the first team to win three

straight Super Bowls when they face the Eagles (17-3) on Sunday

in the Superdome.

Clockwise, from front: Eagles 
QB Jalen Hurts and RB Saquon
Barkley, Chiefs TE Travis Kelce 

and QB Patrick Mahomes.

AP photos

‘‘BBiiggggeesstt
tteesstt yyeett’’
Chiefs’ quest for three-peat faces
toughest challenge against Eagles

BY ROB MAADDI

Associated Press

SEE TEST ON PAGE 30

Kansas City Chiefs (17-2) 
vs. Philadelphia Eagles (17-3)

AFN-Sports
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