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Tightening
things up

Pentagon looks to improve
classified information
tracking in wake of leak

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

The Defense Department does not intend to scale
back the number of its military and civilian em-
ployees with classified information access, but it
plans to better track who is accessing what secrets, a
Pentagon official said Wednesday.

A 45-day review of policies and procedures or-
dered in April by Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
found most department officials with clearance are
trustworthy, but policies meant to protect national
secrets were interpreted differently across the vast,
worldwide military organization.

Austin ordered the review in the wake of hundreds
of classified documents being leaked to a private
group of social media users. Airman 1st Class Jack
Teixeira, a 21-year-old with the Massachusetts Air
National Guard, is accused of leaking the military
documents in a chatroom on Discord.

“The department relies on a culture of trust and
accountability for those who are granted access to”

SEE LEAK ON PAGE 5
iStock photo

Russia launches cruise missile attack on Ukraine city of Lviv

By MsTysLAv CHERNOV
Associated Press

LVIV, Ukraine — Russia fired cruise
missiles Thursday at a western Ukraine city
far from the front line of the war, killing at
least five people in an apartment building in
what officials said was the heaviest attack
on civilian areas of Lviv since the Kremlin’s
forces invaded the country last year.

Emergency crews with search dogs went
through the rubble of the building after the

nighttime attack destroyed the roof and the
top two floors. At least 36 people were in-
jured, according to authorities.

The youngest of the five people who died
was 21 years old and the oldest was 95, ac-
cording to Maksym Kozytskyi, the governor
of Lviv province, said.

“This woman survived the Second World
War but, unfortunately, she didn’t survive”
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, Ko-
zytskyi said.

Debris and wrecked parked cars lined
the street outside the building, which over-
looks a small neighborhood park with
swings and other playground equipment.

The last victim was pulled from the
wreckage hours after the attack, and seven
survivors were rescued, the Ukrainian
Ministry of Internal Affairs said. About 180
people received psychological support fol-
lowing the attack.

Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovyi said around

60 apartments and SO cars in the area of
strike were damaged. He announced two
days of official mourning.

U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Bridget
Brink described the attack as “vicious.”

“Russia’s repeated attacks on civilians
are absolutely horrifying,” she tweeted.

Ukraine’s air force reported it intercept-
ed seven of the 10 Kalibr cruise missiles that

SEE ATTACK ON PAGE 8
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U.S. Air Force

In this image from video, a Russian SU-35 flies near a U.S. Air Force MQ-9 Reaper drone on Wednesday
over Syria.

US releases video of Russian jets
harassing Reaper drones in Syria

By Lorita C. BALDOR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Russian
fighter jets flew dangerously close
to several U.S. drone aircraft over
Syria on Wednesday, setting off
flares and forcing the MQ-9 Reap-
ers to take evasive maneuvers, the
Air Force said. U.S. Air Forces
Central released a video of the en-
counter, showing a Russian SU-35
fighter closing in on a Reaper, and
later showed a number of the so-
called parachute flares moving in-
to the drone’s flight path. The
flares are attached to parachutes.

Lt. Gen. Alex Grynkewich, com-
mander of 9th Air Force in the
Middle East, said three of the U.S.
drones were operating over Syria
after 10:30 a.m. local time, on a
mission against the Islamic State

group which was not detailed,
when three of the Russian aircraft
“began harassing the drones.”

In a statement, Grynkewich
said one of the Russian pilots
moved their aircraft in front of a
drone and engaged the SU-35’s af-
terburner, which greatly increas-
es its speed and air pressure. The
jet blast from the afterburner can
potentially damage the Reaper’s
electronics, and Grynkewich said
it reduced the drone operator’s
ability to safely operate the air-
craft.

“Russian military aircraft en-
gaged in unsafe and unprofession-
al behavior while interacting with
U.S. aircraft in Syria,” he said,
adding that the actions threaten
the safety of the U.S. and Russian
forces. “We urge Russian forces in

Syria to cease this reckless behav-
ior and adhere to the standards of
behavior expected of a profession-
al air force so we can resume our
focus on the enduring defeat of
ISIS.”

Army Gen. Erik Kurilla, head of
U.S. Central Command, said in a
statement that Russia’s violation
of ongoing efforts to clear the air-
space over Syria “increases the
risk of escalation or miscalcula-
tion.”

About 900 U.S. forces are de-
ployed to Syria to work with the
Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic
Forces battling the Islamic State
militants there. No other details
about the drone operation were
provided, and it’s not clear where
over Syria the incidents took
place.

AFRIGOM: Claims
of US casualties
in Somalia false

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

No U.S. troops were injured in
an attack Thursday on a convoy in
Somalia, where American forces
have been supporting the central
government’s battle against Is-
lamic militants, according to U.S.
Africa Command.

Al-Shabab, which has been
waging a decadeslong battle for
control, claimed on the messaging
app Telegram that it had inflicted
casualties on U.S. troops on the
outskirts of the southern coastal
city of Kismayo.

The claims of casualties “are
not accurate,” AFRICOM spokes-
person Kelly Cahalan said Thurs-
day in a statement.

The convoy hit a roadside bomb
Thursday morning near Kismayo,
Cahalan said, adding that there al-
S0 were no casualties among the
Somali forces.

Al-Shabab has a long history of
baseless claims that it killed or in-
jured U.S. troops. Still, the terro-
rist organization has occasionally
struck U.S. forces and targets in
Somalia and nearby areas.

The highest-profile attack hap-
pened Jan. S, 2020, when al-Sha-
bab fighters overran an airfield in
Kenya used by U.S. forces for op-
erations in Somalia.

The attack killed one U.S. sol-
dier and two American contrac-
tors.

Just three months earlier, al-

Shabab also launched an assault
on U.S. troops based at Baledogle
Military Airfield in Somalia.

That attack, described by mili-
tary officials as the largest on
American troops in Somalia in 30
years, involved a truck bomb. The
explosion blasted a 20-foot-deep
crater along the perimeter of a
U.S. military outpost.

The ensuing battle resulted in
the deaths of about a dozen al-Sha-
bab fighters, as U.S. soldiers re-
pelled the onslaught without any
fatalities.

The U.S. military mission in So-
malia revolves around training
and advising local forces fighting

against al-Shabab. Several
hundred U.S. troops operate in the
country.

The U.S. also carries out period-
ic airstrikes against terrorist tar-
gets there.

Within the Defense Department
and beyond, there is a running de-
bate about the threat al-Shabab
poses to the West and the merits of
having the U.S. military involved
in Somalia.

In May 2022, the U.S. an-
nounced the return of special op-
erations troops to Somalia, revers-
ing a decision by President Do-
nald Trump during the last days of
his administration to pull 700 ser-
vice members out of the country.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
Twitter: @john_vandiver

Marine Corps stealth fighters travel to Australia for first time

By SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes

Four Marine Corps F-3SC
Lightning IIs flew from California
to Australia last month, the first
time the stealth jets made the
7,800-mile journey across the Pa-
cific Ocean, according to the ser-
vice.

The aircraft from Marine Fight-
er Attack Squadron 314 departed
Marine Corps Air Station Mira-
mar, Calif., June 17, and arrived
five days later at Royal Australian
Air Force Base Williamtown in
New South Wales, Australia, a
June 24 release said.

The aircraft, designed specifi-
cally for carrier operations, are in
Australia ahead of the biennial
Talisman Sabre drills, scheduled
to draw about 30,000 personnel,
mostly from the United States and
Australia, from July 22 to Aug. 4.

The Marine F-35Cs are Down

M

P
GaADIEL ZARAGOZA/U.S. Marine Corps

F-35C Lightning Il stealth

fighters on their way to Australia

prepare for aerial refueling over
the Pacific Ocean, on June 17.

Under for the first time, but Ma-
rine F-35Bs, capable of short take-
offs and vertical landings, from
Marine Corps Air Station Iwaku-
ni, Japan, trained in Australia last
summer.

The F-35Cs made four stopov-
ers on their flight south and were
supported with cargo and person-
nel flying in a KC-130J Super Her-
cules from Marine Aerial Refuel-

er Transport Squadron 352, the
Marines’ release said.

KC-13S Stratotankers from the
171st Air Refueling Wing, Penn-
sylvania Air National Guard, and
108th Air Refueling Wing, New
Jersey Air National Guard, re-
fueled the F-35s during the jour-
ney, according to the release.

“The VMFA-314 Black Knights
are beyond excited to bring the
first land-based [1st Marine Expe-
ditionary Force] fifth-generation
stealth fighters all the way from
California to Australia,” squadron
commander Lt. Col. Michael
O’Brien said in the release. “Over
the past year, we’ve trained in our
own Marine Corps F-35Cs with
the Royal Australian Air Force
F-35As and E-7 Wedgetails in the
U.S,, and now it is time to train
with our valued Allies on their side
of the globe.”

The F-35s will work with Aus-

tralian forces at Williamtown
through mid-July, the release
said.

Australia is in the latter stages
of procuring its F-35A fleet and
may buy more, retired Air Force
Lt. Gen. Dan Leaf, a former depu-
ty commander of U.S. Pacific
Command, said by email Thurs-
day. Australia’s first F-35A squad-
ron became operational in 2021
and the country’s entire fleet of
stealth jets is due to be operational
this year, according to the RAAF’s
website.

“But the investment by both
countries in maximizing the com-
bat capability —and thus, if poten-
tial adversaries are paying atten-
tion, deterrent power — is more
important than numbers,” Leaf
said. “This is yet another example
of like-minded nations, namely
the U.S,, its Allies and partners,
drawn closer in security coopera-

tion by concerns about China’s
words and deeds and the tragic ex-
emplar of Russia’s invasion of Uk-
raine.”

Deployments such as the F-35C
mission to Australia aren’t simple,
Grant Newsham, a senior re-
searcher with the Japan Forum
for Strategic Studies in Tokyo,
said in an email the same day.

“But one notes that Marine
fighters have been making Trans-
Pacific deployments for decades,”
he said.

The F-35C trans-Pacific flight
isn’t a game-changer but it dem-
onstrates America’s broader mil-
itary power, Newsham said.

“Indeed, at least for a few years
to come the U.S. still has a power
projection advantage over the
[Chinese military] and everyone
else,” he said. “China knows this
of course and is working to close
the gap.”
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USS Washington

flight deck OK’
ahead of return

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

The USS George Washington
has completed its flight deck certi-
fication, one of the last steps be-
fore the aircraft carrier returns to
normal operations after a lengthy
refit period in Virginia.

The ship and its air wing over
three days in late June launched
and recovered aircraft 247 times
during day and night sorties as
part of the qualification, according
to a carrier news release on June
30. It also carried out hangar bay
drills, nighttime flight deck train-
ing and simulated emergency ex-
ercises before returning to Naval
Station Norfolk.

“Flight deck certification was
our first opportunity for the air
wing and the ship team to work to-
gether in support of the ship’s fun-
damental mission, launching and
recovering aircraft at sea,” said
Capt. Brad Converse, commander
of Carrier Air Wing 1, in the news
release.

The certification is required be-

fore the George Washington can
embark its air wing for at-sea op-
erations. It comes just a month af-
ter the carrier completed an ex-
tended, six-year maintenance pe-
riod at Huntington Ingalls’ New-
port News Shipbuilding in
Virginia.

The George Washington ar-
rived in Virginia in August 2017
for scheduled maintenance, in-
cluding its midlife nuclear refuel-
ing and overhaul. The mainte-
nance period was scheduled to last
just four years, but complications
from the COVID-19 pandemic and
other setbacks delayed it signifi-
cantly.

The shipyard, which built the
carrier in the 1980s, officially “re-
delivered” the vessel into Navy
hands on May 25 following three
days of sea trials.

The George Washington also
met several other “momentous”
milestones last week, including a
fuel certification and its first un-
derway replenishment in six
years, its commander, Capt. Brent

|3

TyLER CROWLEY/U.S. Navy

An F/A-18E Super Hornet taxis on the flight deck of the USS George Washington in the Atlantic Ocean on

June 23.

Gaut, said in the news release.

“As always, I am incredibly
proud of our USS George Wash-
ington Warfighters, and the in-
credible support from the Carrier
Air Wing One team,” he said.

The shipis slated for more train-
ing and operation in coming
months, preliminary preparations
for the George Washington’s up-
coming homeport shift to Japan
sometime next year.

The Navy on April 28 an-
nounced that the George Wash-
ington will return to Yokosuka Na-
val Base to replace the USS Ro-
nald Reagan as the centerpiece of
the U.S. 7th Fleet’s carrier strike
group. The George Washington

served as the 7th Fleet’s lead ship
from 2008 to 201S and was relieved
by the Ronald Reagan.

Once the George Washington
arrives in Yokosuka, the Ronald
Reagan will relocate to Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard in Bremer-
ton, Wash., ending its eight-year
tenure in Japan, just short of the
10-year limit for Navy ships de-
ployed overseas.

Congress set the limit in the fis-
calyear 2019 Defense Department
budget following the back-to-back
collisions in 2017 of the destroyers
USS Fitzgerald and USS John S.
McCain. Both had been based at
Yokosuka more than a decade
when they collided with commer-

cial vessels in separate incidents.

More than 240 Navy families
moved to Yokosuka in the months
ahead of the George Washington’s
arrival in 2008. When the Ronald
Reagan replaced the George
Washington, they swapped nearly
two-thirds of their respective
crews.

The base will have a better un-
derstanding of how many sailors
and their families will be moving
this time around as the transition
period draws closer, base spokes-
man Randall Baucom told Stars
and Stripes by phone Thursday.

wilson.alex@stripes.com
Twitter: @AlexMNWilson

Airmen overheat during Okinawa change-of-command event

By FRANK ANDREWS
Stars and Stripes

KADENA AIR BASE, Okinawa
— The Okinawa summer heat took
its toll on about 20 airmen who
staggered or were pulled out of
formation during the 18th Wing’s
change-of-command ceremony
here Thursday morning.

Col. Nicholas Evans, an F-16 and
F-35 pilot, took charge of the lar-
gest U.S. air wing and fighter base
in the Western Pacific from Brig.
Gen. David Eaglin, who goes next
to the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command
headquarters in Hawaii.

During his two-year tenure as
wing commander, Eaglin grap-
pled with the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, which struck Okinawa’s popu-
lation particularly hard, the
phase-out of aging F-15C/D Eagle
fighters in favor of rotating squad-
rons of more advanced aircraft
and the escalation of Chinese mil-
itary activity in the seas west of the
island.

Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp, command-
erof U.S. Forces Japan and Sth Air
Force, delivered the keynote ad-
dress. The first airman overcome
by the heat during the 40-minute,
morning ceremony inside a hang-
ar collapsed during Rupp’s ad-
dress.

“Only a few weeks ago, we saw

reporting of a dangerous [Chi-
nese] intercept from U.S. aircraft
in international air space,” Rupp
said, recalling a May 26 incident in
which a Chinese fighter flew
across the nose
of an Air Force
RC-13S surveil-
lance plane.

“This is the re-
ality our brave
aircrew live ev-
ery day,” he said.

Two minutes
into Rupp’s re-
marks, a female airman wobbled
from the back of the formation,
then collapsed as two other air-
men lowered her to the hangar
floor.

Over the next half-hour, more
sweaty, pale airmen wobbled or
were pulled from the formation by
several Air Force personnel on the
lookout for swaying airmen. Sev-
eral stricken service members
were escorted to a nearby air-con-
ditioned bus to recover.

The morning temperature
reached 90 degrees Fahrenheit
and 64% humidity around 8:50
a.m., for a “feels like” temperature
of 95, according to an Apple
iPhone weather app.

Eaglin, an F-15 pilot, thanked
the airmen of the 18th Wing before

Evans

FraNk ANDREWS/Stars and Stripes

An overheated airman loses her footing, Thursday, during the 18th
Wing change-of-command ceremony at Kadena Air Base, Okinawa.

handing Evans control of the lar-
gest U.S. air power hub in the Pa-
cific. About 7,000 airmen are sta-
tioned at Kadena, which has a total
population of about 23,000 and
squadrons of fighters, air refuel-
ers, airborne command-and-con-
trol aircraft and helicopters, ac-
cording to the base’s website.
“Kadena holds an unrivaled key
significance in the Pacific,” Eaglin
said. “The air base is akey location

for U.S. allies and partners serving
as a power projection platform,
ready to receive and deliver forc-
es,” he said.

Evans, previously the executive
assistant to the commander of Pa-
cific Air Forces at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, is new to
Okinawa but has served 1S years
in the Pacific over his 24-year ca-
reer.

“Having worked in Pacific Air

Force the past few years, I know
how much we rely on this base,”
Evans told airmen during the cer-
emony. “Your actions were pivotal
through many critical events.”

Evans’ experience includes
stints with fighter squadrons at
Kunsan and Osan air bases in
South Korea, and at Camp Smith
and Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, both in Hawaii, accord-
ing to his official Air Force biogra-
phy. He is also a command pilot
with more than 2,000 hours in the
F-16 and F-35.

Nominated to brigadier general
in January by Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin, Evans’ promotion is
on the list of approximately 250
military promotions held up in the
Senate by Sen. Tommy Tuberville.
The Alabama Republican objects
to a Pentagon policy that pays
transportation costs for troops
traveling for abortions.

“At any overseas base, the most
important relation is with local
civic leaders,” Evans said. “Air-
men, when you see us, please stop
us and say hello and what is going
on with your life and work and any
way we can help improve your
quality of life.”

andrews.lynn@stripes.com
Twitter: @FrankAndrrws
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Gaspard takes command
of 173rd Airborne in Italy

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

Command of the U.S. Army’s
173rd Airborne Brigade changed
hands Thursday during a ceremo-
ny at its headquarters in Vicenza,
Italy.

Col. Joshua Gaspard, who two
decades ago served with the 173rd
as leader of a platoon that was part
of the initial push into Iraq in 2003,
replaced Col. Michael Kloepper.

Gaspard arrives in Vicenza af-
ter a recent stint as a national se-
curity fellow at the Hoover Insti-
tution think tank in California. Be-
fore that, he served as a division
operations officer with the 25th
Infantry and also deployed to Af-
ghanistan and Iraq.

Gaspard is one of the Army’s
fast-rising officers, having re-
ceived a “brevet promotion” to
colonel in February 2021. The
speedy promotion system is fo-
cused on identifying leaders serv-
ing in a position above their cur-
rent rank and pegs them for pro-
motion outside the normal cycle.

In a March talk at the Hoover
Institution, Gaspard recounted
some career highlights. A 2002
graduate of West Point, he re-
called watching the events of Sept.

A N
- e b e LB
FaceBook/173rd Airborne Brigade
Col. Joshua Gaspard takes the
colors of the 173rd Airborne
Brigade from Maj. Gen. Todd
Wasmund on Thursday in

Vicenza, ltaly.

11, 2001, as a cadet.

“The terror attacks occurred
just nine months before gradua-
tion, so it really changed the tra-
jectory of my career in the Army,
which was about to get started,” he
said.

His first wartime deployment
came in March 2003, when he was
part of an airborne assault in
northern Iraq as a platoon leader.
After that 12-month mission, he
deployed to Afghanistan, again.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
Twitter: @john_vandiver

Leak: DOD desires standardization

FROM PAGE 1
classified national security infor-
mation, Austin wrote in a June 30
memorandum announcing the re-
view’s findings. “This review
found that the overwhelming ma-
jority of [Defense Department]
personnel with access to [classi-
fied national security informa-
tion] are trustworthy, and that all
DOD components demonstrate a
broad commitment to security.”
But the review also found secur-
ity measures were lax in some or-
ganizations for access to special-
ized facilities where classified in-
formation is handled and elec-
tronic databases where sensitive
data is stored, said a senior de-
fense official. The official spoke on
condition of anonymity to brief re-
porters on the review’s findings.
A number of changes that Aus-
tin ordered in response to the re-
view are designed to make stan-
dard the use of existing technolog-
ical tools to monitor access to Sen-
sitive Compartmented Infor-
mation Facilities, or SCIFs, and
track electronic devices entering
and exiting those facilities. The re-
view also recommended all parts
of the Defense Department imple-
ment systems that track what clas-
sified information cleared individ-

uals are accessing via computer
systems and install high-level se-
curity officials with specialties in
classified information.

Those changes should help
raise red flags to commanders and
managers who see their personnel
accessing information that they
have no need to see.

“The recommendation is fo-
cused on ensuring that we have
the right need to know processes
and procedures ... to ensure that
the information that is available
on classified networks is accessed
only by those with a need to
know,” the senior defense official
said. “So, some of that is focused
on how do we validate what docu-
ments are accessed online? What
types of things do you have to have
in your digital [credentials] to ac-
cess certain products?”

Prosecutors in the case against
Teixeira allege he used his high-
level clearance and his access to a
trove of secrets via his work in in-
formation technology to steal doc-
uments, including some about the
Russian war in Ukraine, and post
photos of them on the Discord so-
cial media platform. Court docu-
ments allege he was caught
wrongly accessing classified in-
formation and admonished for his

actions, but prosecutors charged
he continued to access informa-
tion without a need to know after
that incident.

Teixeira, who has remained
jailed since his April arrest, has
pleaded not guilty to the charges.

The senior defense official said
Wednesday that the 45-day re-
view was only loosely related to
Teixeira’s actions, and that other
ongoing Air Force and Justice De-
partment probes could lead to oth-
er recommendations about classi-
fied information protection.

The official said the Pentagon
was not looking to slow the grow-
ing number of workers — service
members and civilians — with se-
curity clearances.

Doing so, the official argued,
risked inhibiting the kind of infor-
mation that is gathered or shared
across the department and with
allies.

“The department is mindful of
the need to balance information
security with requirement to get
the right information to the right
people at the right time to enhance
our national security,” a Pentagon
fact sheet on the review reads.

dickstein.corey@stripes.com
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC
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Past PFAS spills at US air base reported

By SETH RoBSoN
AND Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
Firefighting suppressant with tox-
ic PFAS was spilled three times at
the home of U.S. Forces Japan in
western Tokyo between 2010 and
2012 but local authorities were in-
formed only recently, the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government said
Wednesday.

The Kanto Defense Bureau —
an arm of Japan’s Ministry of De-
fense — alerted Tokyo officials
about the spills on Tuesday, ac-

cording to a statement on the met-
ro government’s website. It does
not say when the Air Force in-
formed the bureau about the inci-
dents.

PFAS — per- and polyfluoroal-
kyl substances — are commonly
found in household products such
as electronics, paint or water-re-
pellent clothing, as well as fire ex-
tinguishing foam widely used at
locations such as airports, facto-
ries and military bases, according
to the Environmental Protection
Agency.

PFAS chemicals “break down

very slowly and can build up in
people, animals and the environ-
ment over time,” according to the
EPA. Current research shows
high levels of exposure can lead to
fertility issues, developmental ef-
fects, increased risks of cancers
and other health concerns.

The Yokota spills occurred in
January 2010 at a hangar and in
October and November 2012 from
a metal barrel and storage con-
tainer, according to the metro gov-
ernment’s statement.

U.S. officials told the defense
bureau that they don’t think chem-

icals escaped the base, the state-
ment said.

The metro government “ex-
pressed regret” that it wasn’t told
of the spills soon after they hap-
pened and officials asked for more
information from the Defense
Ministry, according to the state-
ment.

A spokesman for the base did
not immediately respond to
emailed questions about the leaks
Thursday.

The fire suppression systems at
Yokota that held PFAS are no
longer in service as part of wider

effort to replace those systems
with materials other than PFAS at
U.S. air bases across Japan.

“All our PFAS systems have al-
ready been locked out so they
can’t be used,” Col. Andrew Rod-
dan, commander of the base and
its 374th Airlift Wing, told report-
ers on June 26.

Yokota will begin to replace that
equipment during the next fiscal
year, he said.

robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobsonl
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto

Austin swears In new
recruits as services
struggle to meet goals

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

FORT MEADE, Md. — Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin on
Wednesday told the crowd outside
the Baltimore Military Entrance
Processing Station to relax as he
prepared to administer the oath of
enlistment to 85 recruits under a
blazing summer sun.

“Please, relax everyone,” he told
the group. “Just relax. It’s a little
warm out here.”

Recruits had been waiting out-
side close to 30 minutes during a
humid Maryland day, practicing
where they would stand during
Austin’s speech and when they
would raise their hand to join the
military.

The recruits were sworn in
across the service branches, with
67 joining the active-duty force and
18 signing up for the reserves, ac-
cording to a Fort Meade official. In
the active-duty recruits, 49 are in
the Army, 13 in the Marine Corps
and five inthe Navy. Later Wednes-
day, the recruits were sent to their
assigned bases for basic training.

The swearing-in of recruits
comes as the military struggles to

attract enough new troops into the
service.

The Army fell short of its most
recent recruiting goal of 60,000 by
more than 25%, signing up fewer
than 45,000 new soldiers in 2022.
This year, the Army’s goal is 65,000
new soldiers.

The Air Force’s active-duty tar-
get for 2023 is almost 27,000 new
recruits—anumber thatleadersin
the service have already said they
won’t reach. Air Force Secretary
Frank Kendall during a panel dis-
cussion on June 22 said the Air
Force would miss its active duty
recruiting mark by about 10%.

The Navy barely met its active-
duty enlistment goal last year, sur-
passing its target of 33,400 by 42
people. Its goal is to sign up almost
38,000 new sailors before the fiscal
year ends Sept. 30, but service offi-
cials expect to miss that target.

Austin on Wednesday told the
recruits during the oath ceremony
that he entered the Army two years
after the draft ended and served for
41 years until his retirement in
2016. He said he knows first-hand
that recruits are considering
whether to spend one term in the

PHotos By CHAD J. McNEEeLEY/Defense Department

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin congratulates new recruits at the Baltimore Military Entrance Processing
Station after administering the oath of enlistment Wednesday at Fort Meade, Md.

military or make it a career. In ei-
ther case, he applauded their com-
mitment.

“America’s all-volunteer force is
the strongest military in human
history. And the power of today’s
military is a testament to every
American patriot who freely volun-
teers to keep our republic safe,” he
said.

adams.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @MatthewAdams60

Eighty-five recruits were sworn in by Austin on Wednesday.

i

Blue Star Families’ annual survey on military life wrapping up soon

By Juan King
Stars and Stripes
Military families still have sev-
eral days to take part in the largest
annual survey of military life,
which concludes Wednesday.
Blue Star Families, a national
nonprofit organization, surveys
military communities, including
National Guard members and re-
servists, about issues affecting
them, from financial hardship to
child care.
Results of the Military Family
Lifestyle Survey are routinely read
by military leaders and politicians

in positions to make changes, Blue
Star’s senior director of applied re-
search, Jessica Strong, told Stars
and Stripes in an email June 17.
“This survey is an opportunity
for the nation’s military and Veter-
an families to voice the experienc-
es within their communities and
daily lives,” she said. “By collect-
ing and analyzing results, we gain
essential insights into the solutions
that can address their concerns.”
Last year, approximately 48% of
respondents cited spouse employ-
ment as the main issue affecting
military families, Strong said.

About 26% of enlisted families
faced food insecurity, according to
the survey, while only 4% of officer
family respondents were experi-
encing that issue.

“This year, in the current con-
text of significant recruitment
challenges, we’re exploring the
impact of these continued lifestyle
challenges on families’ well-being,
willingness to remain in military
service and to recommend mili-
tary service to young family mem-
bers, who are very often the future
of our all-volunteer force,” Strong
said.

Blue Star Families, established
by military spouses in 2009, has
poured approximately $160 mil-
lion worth of benefits into veterans
and military families since that
time, according to the organiza-
tion. This year’s study, the 14th by
the nonprofit, began on May 24 and
ends Monday.

The survey, according to Blue
Star, is the largest and most com-
prehensive active-duty focused
survey by an organization outside
the military; more than 9,000 vet-
erans take part worldwide and it
reaches more than 1.5 million fam-

ily members yearly.

Blue Star partners with Syra-
cuse University’s D’Aniello Insti-
tute for Veterans and Military
Families to get the survey out.

“We collect your voices and am-
plify them into collective action,
shared with key decision-makers
in government, in the military and
in communities,” Strong said.

Those interested in the survey
can access it at www.bluestar-
fam.org/survey2023.

king.juan@stripes.com
Twitter: @JuanKing_17
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Guantanamo detainees describe
scars from torture, future hopes

By EpiTH M. LEDERER
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — At the
U.S. detention center at Guanta-
namo Bay, the aging men known
by their serial numbers arrived at
the meeting shackled. Every sin-
gle one told the visitor — for many
the first independent person they
had talked to in 20 years — “You
came too late.”

But they still talked, about the
scant contacts with their families,
their many health problems, the
psychological and physical scars
of the torture and abuse they expe-
rienced, and their hopes of leaving
and reuniting with loved ones.

For the first time since the facil-
ity in Cuba opened in 2002, a U.S.
president had allowed a United
Nations independent investigator,
Fionnuala Ni Aolain, to visit.

She said in an interview with
The Associated Press that it’s true
she came too late, because a total
of 780 Muslim men were detained
there following the 9/11 terrorist
attacks that killed nearly 3,000
people, and today there are just 30
remaining.

The United Nations had tried
for many years to send an inde-
pendent investigator, but was
turned down by the administra-
tions of George W. Bush, Barack
Obama and Donald Trump.

Ni Aoléin praised President Joe
Biden’s administration for allow-

ing “critical voices” into the facil-
ity. And she expressed hope other
governments that have barred
U.N. special investigators will fol-
low Biden’s example.

The Belfast-born law professor
said she believes the cross-section
of “high-value” and “non-high val-
ue” detainees she met with — the
Biden administration gave her
free rein to talk to anyone — “rec-
ognized the importance of sitting
in a room with me.”

“But I think there was a shared
understanding that at this point,
with only 30 of them left, while I
can make recommendations and
they will hopefully substantially
change the day-to-day experience
of these men, the vast majority of
their lives was lived in a context
where people like myself and the
U.N. had no influence,” she said.

Ni Aoldin, concurrently a law
professor at the University of Min-
nesota and at Queens University
in Belfast, said she has visited
many high-security prisons dur-
ing her six years as a U.N. human
rights investigator, including
some built for those convicted of
terrorism and related serious of-
fenses.

But “there is really no popula-
tion on Earth like this population
that came to Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, in the circumstances in
which they came, rendered across
borders,” she said.

NCO charged with murder
in death of 2-year-old girl

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

A Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., oper-
ations sergeant was indicted on a
murder charge last week in the
death of a 2-year-old girl who was
in the care of the soldier’s wife in
their home, according to the De-
partment of Justice.

Army Staff Sgt. Kevin Anthony
Long, 40, was ac-
cused of physi-
cally assaulting

the toddler in -
2019 and causing il &
blunt force inju- o
ries “as part of a
pattern and prac- ‘
ti f assault,”

ce of assau Long

according to
court documents unsealed last
week. He is charged with murder
in the first degree and making a
false statement during the investi-
gation.

A federal grand jury returned
the indictment June 27, which was
kept sealed until Long’s arrest Fri-
day.

Long, the operations sergeant for
Bravo Company of the 5S8th Trans-

portation Battalion, remains in fed-
eral custody pending a detention
hearing Thursday, according to the
U.S. Attorney’s Office in the West-
ern District of Missouri. He was be-
ing held at Greene County jail in
Springfield, according to online jail
records.

The court documents do not
name the child, but stated the
crimes occurred Nov. 6, 2019, in
Long’s home at Fort Leonard Wood
where his wife ran a day care.
Long’s wife did not have the re-
quired authorization to keep chil-
dren in their home, said Dawn Ar-
den, spokeswoman for Fort Leo-
nard Wood. Long lied about know-
ing these requirements when
asked about it by law enforcement
officials on Nov. 22, 2019, which led
to the second charge, according to
the court documents.

Long has spent nearly 20 years in
the Army with deployments to Iraq
and Afghanistan, according to his
service record. His home of record
is listed as River Rouge, Mich.

thayer.rose@stripes.com
Twitter: @Rose_Lori

In her report issued June 26, Ni
Aolain said even though the at-
tacks on Sept. 11, 2001, were
“crimes against humanity,” the
treatment of the detainees at
Guantanamo was unjustified. The
vast majority were brought there
without cause and had no relation-
ship to the terrorist attacks, she
wrote, adding that all of the men
still alive suffer from psycholog-
ical and physical trauma.

The Biden administration,
which has said it wants to close the
Guantanamo facility, said in a
statement attached to the report
that Ni Aolain’s findings “are sole-
ly her own” and “the United States
disagrees in significant respects
with many factual and legal asser-
tions” but it will carefully review
her recommendations.

Inlast week’s interview with the
AP, Ni Aolain talked about what
she saw on a personal level.

She said all U.S. personnel are
required to address detainees by
their internment serial number,
not their name, which she called
“dehumanizing.”

Ni Aoléin said she is especially
concerned about three detainees
who have not been charged and
“live in a complete legal limbo,”
which is “completely inconsistent
with international law.” Of the
others, 16 have been cleared to
leave but haven’t found a country
willing to take them and 11 still
have cases pending before U.S.
military commissions.

Ni Aolain said force feeding has
been an ongoing practice in re-
sponse to their hunger strikes,

ALEX BRANDON/AP

Flags fly in front of the tents of Camp Justice in Guantanamo Bay

Naval Base, Cuba, in 2019.

which along with suicidal ideas
and self-harm “speak to the core
finding of this report — which is
the deep and profound despair of
individuals who’ve been held
without trial for 20 years, have not
seen their family members, have
had no access to the outside
world” except their lawyers until
she visited in February for four
days.

Practices like using restraints
cause added psychological dis-
tress for many of the detainees,
she said.

For the report, Ni Aolain also in-
terviewed victims, survivors and
families of those killed on 9/11, and
she met with some of the 741 men
who already had been released
from Guantanamo, including ap-
proximately 150 resettled in 29
countries. The rest returned
home, and 30 men have since died.

What the men still at Guantana-
mo and those who have been re-
leased need most, she said, “is
torture rehabilitation — every sin-
gle one — and the U.S. is a leader
in torture rehabilitation.”

“«

She welcomed Biden’s “ex-
traordinary statement” on June
26, the International Day in Sup-
port of Victims of Torture, reaf-
firming U.S. opposition “to all
forms of inhumane treatment and
our commitment to eliminating
torture and assisting torture sur-
vivors as they heal and in their
quests for justice.”

“That tells me ... there is a ca-
pacity to remedy here,” she said.
Rehabilitation is critical for all
torture victims, she said, but also
“for ourselves, because that’s
what democracies do. ... We look
atour past, we take it onboard, and
we address it, because democra-
cies are self-correcting.”

Ni Aolain called the communal
meals and communal prayer for
all detainees —which the U.S. em-
phasizes —very important.

“The men themselves are enor-
mously important to each other in
their rehabilitation,” she said.
“There is an enormous bond of
support and fraternity and care
amongst these men for each oth-
er.”
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Attack: City i1s over 300 miles from front lines

FROM PAGE 1

Russia fired from the Black Sea to-
ward the Lviv region and its
namesake city — more than S00
miles away — around 1 am.
Thursday.

The Kremlin’s forces have re-
peatedly hit civilian areas during
the war, though Russian officials
say they choose only targets of
military value.

Lviv is near the western border
with Poland and is more than 300
miles from the front lines of the
war in eastern and southern Uk-
raine, where Kyiv’s counteroffen-
sive to dislodge Russian forces is
in its early stages.

Sadovyi, the mayor, addressed
residents in a video message, say-
ing the attack was the largest on
Lviv’s civilian infrastructure
since the beginning of last year's
invasion.

“Russians are hitting us. That’s
how they love us. I’'m sorry for
those people who were Killed.
They were young. So sorry for
them,” said Ganna Fedorenko, a
local resident, holding her hands
crossed on her chest. She received
injuries on her face, and an adhe-
sive plaster turned red with blood

LiBkos/AP

A Ukrainian serviceman of the 10th Assault Brigade Edelweiss fires a D-30 cannon toward Russian
positions at the front line, near Bakhmut, Donetsk region, Ukraine, on Wednesday.

on her right cheek. “This is terri-
ble. They hit civilians.”

The Ministry of Internal Affairs
said 64 people had to leave their

homes.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy promised "a re-
sponse to the enemy. A tangible

one.”

He went later Thursday on an
official trip to Bulgaria at the invi-
tation of its new pro-Western gov-

ernment, with talks about weapon
supplies and Ukraine's NATO
membership on the agenda.

Ukrainian air force updates
about the missiles’ course during
the night showed they flew to the
Kyiv region first, then turned west
toward Lviv.

Russia often changes the route
of their missiles and drones to find
weak spots in Ukraine’s air de-
fenses.

In the early days of the war,
Lviv served as a main transit point
for millions of refugees from dif-
ferent parts of the country that
crossed the border to Europe.
Hundreds of thousands of Ukrai-
nians from the east and south re-
mained in the calmer and safer
Lviv.

Like the rest of the country, Lviv
suffered power outages when
Russia fired hundreds missiles
over the winter, aiming to destroy
Ukraine’s energy system. Howev-
er, the attacks in the city were not
as frequent as in the capital Kyiv,
and Thursday’s strike was a deep
shock for many in the city.

Ukrainians shared messages of
support on social media for Lviv
residents.

Belarus: Wagner chief in Russia;
Kremlin’s strategy under scrutiny

By ANNA FRANTS
Associated Press

MINSK, Belarus — The merce-
nary leader who led a short-lived
mutiny against the Kremlin is in
Russia and his troops are in their
field camps, the president of Be-
larus said Thursday, raising new
questions about the deal that end-
ed the extraordinary challenge to
President Vladimir Putin’s rule.

Belarusian President Alexan-
der Lukashenko’s claim could not
be independently verified, and
the Kremlin refused to comment
on Yevgeny Prigozhin’s wherea-
bouts. But Russian media have
reported he was recently seen at
his offices in St. Petersburg.

It was not clear if Prigozhin’s
presence in Russia would violate
the deal, which allowed the head
of the Wagner Group military
contractor to move to Belarus in
exchange for ending the rebel-
lion and a promise of amnesty for
him and his troops. But the re-
ports signaled that the agreement
may have allowed him to finalize
his affairs in Russia.

If that’s true, it could suggest
the threat posed by Prigozhin has
not yet been fully defused and
that the Kremlin is treading care-
fully with him until it can figure
out what to do with troops who
may still be loyal to him. Putin
has said that Wagner troops can
join the Russian military, retire

from service or move to Belarus.

But much about the agree-
ment, which was brokered by Lu-
kashenko, remains murky.

Last week, Lukashenko said
the mercenary leader was in Be-
larus, but on Thursday he told in-
ternational reporters that Prigoz-
hin was in St. Petersburg and
could also travel to Moscow if he
so wishes, while Wagner’s troops
were in their camps. He did not
specify the location of the camps,
but Prigozhin’s mercenaries
fought alongside Russian forces
in eastern Ukraine before their
revolt and also have bases on
Russian territory.

He also said that Prigozhin has
been given back the cash and
weapons that were confiscated
by Russian authorities.

Asked where Prigozhin is, Pu-
tin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov
shrugged off the question, saying
that the Kremlin has neither the
desire nor the means to track his
movements — but reaffirmed
that the deal that ended the muti-
ny envisaged his move to Bela-
rus.

Lukashenko said his govern-
ment offered Wagner, which has
sent troops around the world to
fight for Russia’s interests, the
use of Belarusian military camps
but that the company had not
made a final decision.

The Kremlin has played down

the fact that Prigozhin escaped
punishment for his mutiny while
other Putin’s critics have been
met with harsh prison sentences,
exile or even death, saying that
the deal with the Wagner chief
was necessary to avoid massive
bloodshed.

The Belarusian leader
shrugged off suggestions that Pu-
tin might order Prigozhin Kkilled,
saying: “If you think that Putin is
so vicious and vindictive to finish
him off, no, it’s not going to hap-
pen.”

On Wednesday, Russian online
newspapers Fontanka and Izves-
tia posted videos and photos of
Prigozhin’s opulent mansion in
Russia’s second-largest city that
showed stacks of cash, gold bul-
lion and a jacket fully covered in
medals Prigozhin was awarded,
including the Hero of Russia
medal, one of the country’s high-
est awards. It also published a
collection of selfies that showed
him posing in various wigs, fake
beards and foreign uniforms, an
apparent reflection of Wagner’s
deployments to Syria and several
African countries.

A photo hanging in the mansion
showed a lineup of decapitated
heads. In one published image,
an oversized souvenir sledge-
hammer could also be seen with
the inscription “for important ne-
gotiations.” The sledgehammer

has become a symbol of Wagner
after reports its troops used the
tool to beat defectors to death.

Asked if Prigozhin and his mer-
cenaries would eventually move
to Belarus, Lukashenko answer-
ed evasively that it would depend
on the decisions of the Wagner
chief and the Russian govern-
ment. The Belarusian leader said
he doesn’t think the mercenaries’
presence in his country would
lead to its destabilization and said
any Wagner troops there would
be required to sign a contract
with Belarusian authorities that
would outline conditions and lim-
itations of their actions.

He dismissed suggestions that
the mercenaries could attack Uk-
raine from Belarusian territory,
which Russian troops used as a

PricozHIN PRESs SERVICE/AP

Head of Wagner Group Yevgeny Prigozhin stands in front of multiple
bodies lying on the ground in an unknown location.

staging ground ahead of their in-
vasion of Ukraine in February
2022. Moscow has also main-
tained a military presence in Be-
larus.

The abortive rebellion repre-
sented the biggest threat to Putin
in his more than two decades in
power, exposing his weakness
and eroding the Kremlin’s au-
thority.

Lukashenko said he warned
Prigozhin that he and his troops
would be destroyed if they failed
to make a quick deal to end their
mutiny and that Belarus would
send a brigade to help protect
Moscow.

“It was necessary to nip it in
the bud. It was very dangerous,
as history shows,” Lukashenko
said.
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Los ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF's OFFICE/AP

Los Angeles County sheriff’'s deputies arrest a couple in a grocery store parking lot in Lancaster, Calif. The
sheriff’s office has opened an investigation into two deputies’ actions after a bystander’s cellphone footage
showed one of them tackling a woman while she filmed her husband being handcuffed.

LA County sheriff opens investigation
into deputy tackling female arrestee

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Los An-
geles County sheriff says a bystan-
der’s cellphone footage showing a
deputy violently tackling a woman
while she filmed a man being
handcuffed, then pepper-spray-
ing her in the face, is “disturbing,”
and community groups on
Wednesday called for the depart-
ment’s new chief to hold his agen-
cy accountable.

The June 24 incident in Lancas-
ter follows cases that have drawn
scrutiny to the department amid
allegations of excessive use of
force by deputies. It’s also testing
the reform efforts of the new sher-
iff, Robert Luna, a former Long
Beach police chief who has vowed
to overhaul the nation’s largest
sheriff’s department since taking
it over in December after defeat-
ing incumbent Alex Villanueva.

Both officers were pulled off
field duty, Luna said during an af-
ternoon news conference, and
could face discipline ranging from
letters of reprimand all the way up
to dismissal if misconduct is
found. He didn’t identify the depu-

ties.

Luna said he didn’t learn about
the encounter until six days after
it occurred. The department re-
leased footage from the deputies’
body-worn cameras on Monday.

Luna said he had seen the body-
camera video as well as bystander
video that spread on social media.

“It’s disturbing. There’s no ifs
and buts about it,” the sheriff said.

The Associated Press’ efforts to
reach the bystander Wednesday
were not immediately successful.

The sheriff said his department
has opened an investigation into
the deputies’ use of force and had
notified the county’s Civilian
Oversight Commission and also
federal monitors, who are over-
seeing reforms that the depart-
ment agreed to in 2015.

The couple, whose names were
not released, reportedly matched
the descriptions of robbers target-
ing a grocery store in Lancaster,
45 miles northeast of Los Angeles,
the sheriff’s department said. The
body-cam video shows the man
sitting on a large rock outside the
store and holding a cake before

deputies handcuff him as the
woman stands a few feet away
filming the encounter.

One deputy is seen tackling the
woman to the ground. “Get on the
ground!” he can be heard shouting
as he pins her down with his knee
on her neck and shoulder. “Stop or
you’ll get punched in the face!”

The woman is heard yelling “I
can’t breathe!” as the deputy is
seen pepper-spraying her in the
face. She screams, “I didn’t do
nothin’!” and the man repeatedly
tells the other deputy that she has
cancer.

At his news conference, Luna
said the deputies were responding
to a robbery in progress after re-
ceiving a 911 call from a store em-
ployee saying that two customers
were assaulting “loss prevention
employees.”

The man was arrested and cited
for resisting for delaying an offi-
cer, petty theft or attempted petty
theft and interfering with a busi-
ness, while the woman was cited
for assaulting an officer and bat-
tery after assaulting loss preven-
tion personnel, Luna said.

More seek jobless
enefits, but labor
market is resilient

By MaTtT OTT
Associated Press

The number of Americans ap-
plying for jobless benefits rose last
week, but remains at healthy levels
despite the Federal Reserve’s at-
tempt to cool the labor market by
raising interest rates.

U.S. applications for jobless
claims rose by 12,000 to 248,000 for
the week ending July 1, from
236,000 the previous week, the La-
bor Department reported Thurs-
day.

The four-week moving average
of claims, which evens out some of
the week-to-week volatility, fell by
3,500 by 253,250.

Jobless claim applications are
seen as a proxy for the number of
layoffs in a given week.

For three weeks in late May and
early June, jobless claims had ap-
peared to reach a sustained, higher
level, above 260,000. Even so, that
increase may not have been enough
for Fed officials to pivot from rais-
ing its main rate at its next meeting.

The U.S. economy has added
jobs at a furious pace since more
than 20 million jobs vanished when
the COVID-19 pandemic hit in the
spring of 2020. Americans have en-
joyed unusual job security as com-
panies have been reluctant to shed
staff in a worker-friendly labor en-
vironment.

U.S. employers added a better-
than-expected 339,000 jobs in May,
surprising economists and painting
amostly encouraging picture of the
labor market, even though the un-
employment rate rose to a still-
healthy 3.7%. Fed officials have
said that the unemployment rate
needs to rise well past 4% to bring
inflation down.

The June jobs report, with a far
more expansive set of labor data for
the Fed to consider, is due out Fri-
day. Analysts surveyed by FactSet
expect the economy to have added
about 205,000 jobs.

However, the payroll processor
ADP on Thursday said its survey
showed employers added 497,000
jobs in June, nearly twice as many
as analysts were expecting. That
sent markets lower before the bell
on the perception that the odds of
new rate hikes just went up when
the Fed meets later this month.

For the most part, the U.S. econo-
my has been been resilient in the
face of the Federal Reserve’s ag-
gressive rate-hiking campaign in
its effort to extinguish persistent in-
flation not seen since the early
1980s. The rate hikes have slowly

helped to suppress inflation,
though perhaps not as quickly as
the Fed had hoped.

Last week, the government said
the U.S. economy grew at a 2% an-
nual pace from January through
March, much higher than the pre-
vious estimate of 1.3%. That, com-
bined with a resilient labor market,
will likely push Fed officials to go
through with another rate hike or
two before the end of the year as
they continue to try to bring down
stubborn inflation.

In June, Fed officials chose not to
increase the central bank’s bench-
mark borrowing rate for the first
time in 1S months, though some
said they expect to add another
half-point to rates by the end of the
year.

There have been a number high-
profile layoffs recently, mostly in
the technology sector, with many
companies acknowledging they
hired too many people during the
pandemic.

The manufacturing sector has
been contracting and the real estate
sector has suffered because of
higher interest rates. Three bank
failures also have been blamed in
part on higher interest rates.

Overall, 1.72 million people were
collecting unemployment benefits
the week that ended June 24,13,000
fewer than the previous week.

Trump valet pleads not guilty in classified documents case

Associated Press

MIAMI — Donald Trump’s
valet, Walt Nauta, pleaded not
guilty Thursday to charges that he
helped the former president hide
classified documents from federal
authorities.

Nauta was charged alongside
Trump in June in a 38-count in-
dictment alleging the mishandling
of classified documents. His ar-
raignment was to have happened
twice before, but he had struggled
to retain a lawyer licensed in Flor-

ida and one appearance was post-
poned because
of his travel trou-
bles.

Ahead of his
arraignment,
Nauta hired
Sasha Dadan, a
criminal defense
attorney and for-
mer public de-
fender whose main law office is in
Fort Pierce, where the judge who
would be handling the trial is

Nauta

based. She appeared in court with
Nauta, alongside his Washington
lawyer, Stanley Woodward, who
entered the not guilty plea on his
behalf.

Nauta answered, “Yes, Your
Honor,” when he was asked
whether he had reviewed the in-
dictment during the brief court
appearance.

He and his lawyers exited the
courthouse after the arraignment
and entered a Black Mercedes-
Benz sedan without answering

questions from reporters.

Trump pleaded not guilty dur-
ing his June 13 arraignment to
charges including willful reten-
tion of national defense informa-
tion. But Nauta’s arraignment was
postponed that day because of the
lawyer situation and then was
pushed back again last week when
a flight from New Jersey he was to
have taken was canceled.

The indictment filed by special
counsel Jack Smith and his team
of prosecutors accuses Nauta of

conspiring with Trump to conceal
records that the former president
had taken with him from the
White House after his term ended
in January 2021.

Prosecutors allege that Nauta,
at the former president’s direc-
tion, moved boxes of documents
bearing classification markings so
they would not be found by a
Trump lawyer who was tasked
with searching the home for clas-
sified records to be returned to the
government.
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US: Nearly half of faucets
contain harmful chemicals

By JoHN FLESHER
Associated Press

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. —
Drinking water from nearly half
of U.S. faucets likely contains
“forever chemicals” that may
cause cancer and other health
problems, according to a govern-
ment study released Wednesday.

The synthetic compounds
known collectively as PFAS are
contaminating drinking water to
varying extents in large cities
and small towns — and in private
wells and public systems, the
U.S. Geological Survey said.

Researchers described the
study as the first nationwide ef-
fort to test for PFAS in tap water
from private sources in addition
to regulated ones. It builds on
previous scientific findings that
the chemicals are widespread,
showing up in consumer prod-
ucts as diverse as nonstick pans,
food packaging and water-resis-
tant clothing and making their
way into water supplies.

Because the USGS is a scientif-
ic research agency, the report
makes no policy recommenda-
tions. But the information “can
be used to evaluate risk of expo-
sure and inform decisions about
whether or not you want to treat
your drinking water, get it tested
or get more information from
your state” about the situation lo-
cally, said lead author Kelly
Smalling, a research hydrologist.

The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency in March pro-
posed the first federal drinking
water limits on six forms of
PFAS, or per- and polyfluorinat-
ed substances, which remain in
the human body for years and
don’t degrade in the environ-
ment. A final decision is expected
later this year or in 2024.

But the government hasn’t pro-
hibited companies using the
chemicals from dumping them
into public wastewater systems,
said Scott Faber, a senior vice
president of the Environmental

Working Group, an advocacy or-
ganization.

“We should be treating this
problem where it begins, instead
of putting up a stoplight after the
accident,” he said. “We should be
requiring polluters to treat their
own wastes.”

The heaviest exposures were
in cities and near potential sourc-
es of the compounds, particularly
in the Eastern Seaboard; Great
Lakes and Great Plains urban
centers; and Central and South-
ern California. Many of the tests,
mostly in rural areas, found no
PFAS.

Based on the data, researchers
estimated that at least one form
of PFAS could be found in about
45% of tap water samples nation-
wide.

The study underscores that
private well users should have
their water tested for PFAS and
consider installing filters, said
Faber of the Environmental
Working Group.

Ohio abortion rights backers submit
700Kk signatures for ballot initiative

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Groups
hoping to enshrine abortion rights
in Ohio’s constitution delivered
nearly double the number of sig-
natures needed to place an
amendment on the statewide bal-
lot this fall, aiming to signal
sweeping widespread support for
an issue that still faces the threat
of needing a significantly in-
creased victory margin.

Ohioans United for Reproduc-
tive Rights said they dropped off
more than 700,000 petition signa-
tures on Wednesday to Republi-
can Ohio Secretary of State Frank
LaRose's office in downtown Co-
lumbus. LaRose now will work
with local election boards to deter-
mine that at least 413,446 signa-
tures are valid, which would get
the proposal onto the Nov. 7 ballot.

"Today, we take a huge step for-
ward in the fight for abortion ac-
cess and reproductive freedom for
all, to ensure that Ohioans and

their families can make their own
health care decisions without gov-
ernment interference,” Lauren
Blauvelt and Kellie Copeland of
Ohioans for Reproductive Free-
dom, a coalition member, said in a
statement.

At anews conference, Copeland
said the 422 boxes delivered "are
filled with hope and love and
dreams of freedom, of bodily au-
tonomy, of health, of being able to
say, ‘We decide what happens to
us.””

The ballot measure calls for the
establishment of “a fundamental
right to reproductive freedom”
with “reasonable limits.” In lan-
guage similar to a constitutional
amendment that Michigan voters
approved in November, it would
require restrictions imposed past
afetus’ viability outside the womb,
which is typically around the 24th
week of pregnancy and was the
standard under Roe v. Wade, to be
based on evidence of patient

health and safety benefits.

The state's formidable anti-
abortion network has vowed a
dogged and well-funded opposi-
tion campaign, which could take
the price tag for the fight above
$70 million.

Protect Women Ohio, the oppo-
sition campaign, downplayed the
huge number of signatures sub-
mitted, saying they were collected
with help from paid signature-
gatherers funded in part of the
American Civil Liberties Union,
which it described as “anti-par-
ent.” Abortion foes contend that
the Ohio amendment has the po-
tential to trump the state's abor-
tion-related parental consent law,
though the lawyers who wrote it
deny the claim.

"The ACLU’s attempts to hijack
Ohio’s constitution to further its
own radical agenda would be pa-
thetic if they weren’t so danger-
ous,” campaign press secretary
Amy Natoce said in a statement.
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Eight people are trapped upside down on a roller coaster, Sunday, at
the Crandon International Off Road Raceway in Crandon, Wis.

Wis. probes coaster after
riders stuck upside down

Associated Press

CRANDON, Wis. — State offi-
cials are investigating how eight
people became trapped upside
down on aroller coaster — some of
them for more than three hours —
at a festival in Wisconsin.

The roller coaster’s cars got
stuck near the top of a loop around
1:30 p.m. Sunday at the Crandon
International Offroad Raceway.
Rescue workers arrived to find
eight passengers hanging upside
down from their safety harnesses.
Firefighters used ladder trucks to
reach them, securing each one be-
fore releasing their over-the-
shoulder safety bars, the Crandon
Fire Department said.

It took nearly three and a half

hours to get all the passengers
down. One person was taken to a
hospital.

According to the fire depart-
ment, a ride operator said some-
thing broke down mechanically on
the coaster, which had been in-
spected by the state.

The state Department of Safety
and Professional Services is re-
sponsible for reviewing plans for
amusement parks and inspecting
rides in Wisconsin. Spokesperson
John Beard said in an email that
the agency is investigating and
dispatched an inspector on Mon-
day to the scene in Crandon, a city
of about 1,700 northwest of Green
Bay. He had no further informa-
tion on possible findings.

2 NJ firefighters die battling blaze deep in ship carrying 5,000 cars

Associated Press
NEWARK, N.J. — Two fire-
fighters were Kkilled battling a
blaze that began when cars caught
fire deep inside a cargo ship carry-
ing 5,000 cars at a New Jersey
port, Newark’s fire chief said

Thursday.

Responding firefighters found
five to seven vehicles already on
fire when they reached the 10th
floor of the cargo ship at Port Ne-
wark around 9:30 p.m. Wednes-
day night. The blaze quickly ex-

tended to the 11th and 12th floors,
and as firefighters were pushed
back by the intense heat, two of
them were lost, Fire Chief Rufus
Jackson said at a news confe-
rence.

Firefighters weren’t initially

able to find their colleagues and
outside rescue companies were
called in. They were found and re-
moved from the structure, but
they died, Jackson said.

Augusto Acabou, 45, and Wayne
Brooks, 49, were found and re-

moved from the structure, but un-
fortunately they lost their lives,
Jackson said.

Shipboard firefighting is a
unique skill and Newark firefight-
ers don’t commonly face this kind
of fire, Jackson said.
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Methodist exodus fueled by LGBTQ+ policies

Associated Press

More than 6,000 United Metho-
dist congregations — a fifth of the
U.S.total—have now received per-
mission to leave the denomination
amid a schism over theology and
the role of LGBTQ+ people in the
nation’s second-largest Protestant
denomination.

Those figures emerge following
the close of regular meetings in
June for the denomination’s re-
gional bodies, known as annual
conferences. The departures be-
gan with a trickle in 2019 — when
the church created a four-year
window of opportunity for U.S.
congregations to depart over
LGBTQ+-related issues — and
cascaded to its highest level this
year.

Churchlaw forbids the marriage
or ordination of ‘“self-avowed,
practicing homosexuals,” but
many conservatives have chosen to
leave amid a growing defiance of
those bans in many U.S. churches
and conferences.

Many of the departing congrega-
tions are joining the Global Metho-
dist Church, a denomination creat-
ed last year by conservatives
breaking from the UMC, while oth-
ers are going independent or join-
ing different denominations.

Some 6,182 congregations have
received approval to disaffiliate
since 2019, according to an unoffi-
cial tally by United Methodist

News Service, which has been
tracking votes by annual confe-
rences. That figure is 4,172 for this
year alone, it reported.

Some annual conferences may
approve more departures at spe-
cial sessionslaterthis year, accord-
ing to the Rev. Jay Therrell, presi-
dent of the Wesleyan Covenant As-
sociation, a conservative caucus
that has advocated for the exiting
churches. While most UMC con-
gregations are remaining, many of
the departing congregations are
large, and denominational officials
are bracing for significant budget
cuts in 2024.

The numbers of exiting church-
es are higher than conservatives
originally estimated, Therrell said.

Legal wrangles have largely
beenresolved over how much com-
pensation the departing congrega-
tions must be paid for their proper-
ty and other financial obligations.

“For the most part, bishops and
other annual conference leaders
have been very gracious, and I
deeply appreciate that,” Therrell
said. “There have been some small
exceptions to that, and those are
unfortunate, but we’re grateful
that cooler and calmer heads have
prevailed.”

Bishop Thomas Bickerton, pres-
ident of the UMC’s Council of Bish-
ops, said the departures were dis-
appointing.

“I don’t think any of us want to

CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP

A Pride rainbow flag flies with the U.S. flag at the Asbury United
Methodist Church in Prairie Village, Kan., in 2019. As of last month,
more than 6,000 United Methodist congregations have received
permission to leave the denomination amid a schism over theology
and the role of LGBTQ+ people in the Protestant denomination.

see any of our churches leave,” he
said. “We’re called to be the body of
Christ, we’re called to be unified.
There’s never been a time when
the church has not been without
conflict, but there’s been a way
we’ve worked through that.”

But forthose who want “to goand
live out their Christian faith in a
new expression, we wish God’s
blessings on them,” he said.

The split has been long in the
making, mirroring controversies
thathaveled to splitsin other main-
line Protestant denominations.

United Methodist legislative bod-
ies, known as general conferences,
have repeatedly reinforced bans
on LGBTQ+ marriage and ordina-
tion, on the strength of coalitions of
conservatives in U.S. and overseas
churches.

But amid increased defiance of
those bans in many U.S. churches,
many conservatives decided to
launch the separate Global Metho-
dist Church, saying they believed
the sexuality issues reflected deep-
er theological differences.

The departures have been par-

ticularly large in the South and
Midwest, with states such as Tex-
as, Alabama, Kentucky and Ohio
each losing hundreds of congrega-
tions.

In some areas, United Metho-
dists have designated “lighthouse”
or similarly named congregations,
with a mission for receiving mem-
bers who wanted to stay United
Methodists but whose churches
were leaving. The GMC has begun
planting new churches, including
in areas where United Methodist
congregations have remained in
that denomination.

With these departures, progres-
sives are expected to propose
changing church law at the next
General Conference in 2024 to al-
low for same-sex marriage and the
ordination of LGBTQ+ people.

The United Methodist Church
has about 6.5 million members in
the United States and at least that
many abroad, according to its web-
site. The U.S. membership has
been in steady decline, while the
overseas membership has grown,
particularly in Africa.

Therrell said there will be efforts
at the 2024 General Conference to
provide overseas churches a legal
way to disaffiliate, similar to what
U.S. congregations have had.

The GMC says about 3,000
churches so far have affiliated with
the new denomination, with more
expected.

Customers not buymg companies’ reward reductions

By WYATTE GRANTHAM-PHILIPS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Reward
programs, including birthday
freebies and discounts, have long
been a way for brands to build
loyalty and incentivize spending.
But now some companies are be-
coming a bit more stingy — and
customers are taking notice.

Last fall, for example, many
balked at Dunkin’s decision to
stop offering a free drink on their
birthday and instead give them
triple loyalty points on their pur-
chase. On June 1, Sephora started
requiring a $25 minimum pur-
chase for online customers look-
ing to claim a free gift and 250
loyalty points during their birth-
day month. And Red Robin added
a dine-in only and $4.99 mini-
mum purchase requirement for
customers to get their free birth-
day burger.

Changes to birthday rewards
or redemption requirements
aren’t new. Starbucks, which
gives its rewards members a free
drink or food item for their birth-
days, progressively limited the
timeframe for redeeming that gift
over the years — from 30 days, to
one week, to four days and, final-
ly, to just the date of your birth-
day in 2018.

MicHAEL DWYER/AP

Many customers balked at
Dunkin’s decision to stop
offering a free drink on their
birthday and instead offer triple
loyalty points on their purchase.

Some experts say the cost of
maintaining loyalty programs, as
well as recent impacts of inflation
and changes in consumer behav-
ior since the start of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, are among the
reasons why companies may be
pulling back.

“While we’re assessing our
own personal expenses, so are
businesses,” Marshal Cohen,
chief industry adviser of Circana
and retail expert, told The Asso-
ciated Press. “Businesses have to
look and say, ‘Are these programs
working? Are they working to full
capacity? ... (And) is there anoth-

er way of doing this that wouldn’t
cost us as much money?’ ”

For Sephora customers en-
rolled in its Beauty Insider birth-
day rewards, for example, they
can still claim their free gift in
person with no minimum pur-
chase. But it costs the company
money to ship products sold on-
line, noted Leora Lanz, assistant
dean of academic affairs and as-
sistant professor of practice at
Boston University’s School of
Hospitality Administration.

Sephora did not immediately
respond to The Associated Press’
request for comment.

Despite consumer pushback,
some chains have argued adjust-
ments to rewards programs sim-
ply reflect how customers be-
have. In a statement to The Asso-
ciated Press, Starbucks said it
“found that the vast majority of
members were using their birth-
day reward on their actual birth-
day.”

Dunkin’ argued that its new re-
wards program would give its
customers more flexibility and a
larger variety of food and drink
options — and in a statement to
The Associated Press last week,
the company said the new pro-
gram lets “members celebrate
their birthday even longer,”

pointing to the three-day window
within which customers can tri-
ple their loyalty points on birth-
day purchases.

Still, the announcement felt off-
putting for many Dunkin’ cus-
tomers, who shared frustrations
online. In the months following
Dunkin’s announcement, dozens
of Twitter users have expressed
disappoinment over learning that
the free birthday drink was gone.
Some joked that they “no longer
run on Dunkin,’” a dig at the
chain’s slogan, and others sug-
gested that they might take their
future business elsewhere.

Consumers are likely to contin-
ue to see changes to birthday re-
wards and customer loyalty pro-
grams down the road, Cohen not-
ed.

“The pie is getting smaller for a
lot of these discretionary items,”
he said, pointing to persistent
high costs of living that consum-
ers are facing and the increased
competition among businesses
vying for those limited dollars.
“You’re going to see a lot of (com-
panies) assess their programs to
try to figure out how to drive
business in a more profitable
way.”

It’s possible this could mean a
scaling back of more rewards
programs. But there could also be
an opposite effect, Julie Ram-
hold, consumer analyst with
DealNews.com, said — noting
that some retailers could offer
“potentially better birthday re-
wards to encourage a return to
spending on frivolous items.”
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Earth reaches unofficial
record high temperature

Associated Press

Earth’s average temperature on
Wednesday remained at an unof-
ficial record high set the day be-
fore, the latest grim milestone in a
week that has seen series of cli-
mate-change-driven extremes.

The average global temper-
ature was 62.9 degrees, according
to the University of Maine’s Cli-
mate Reanalyzer, a tool that uses
satellite data and computer simu-
lations to measure the world’s
condition. That matched a record
set Tuesday, and came after a pre-
vious record of 62.6 degrees was
set Monday.

While the figures are not an offi-
cial government record, “this is
showing us an indication of where
we are right now,” said National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-

istration chief scientist Sarah
Kapnick. And NOAA indicated it
will take the figures into consider-
ation for its official record calcula-
tions.

Scientists generally use much
longer measurements — months,
years, decades — to track the
Earth’s warming, but the daily
highs are an indication that cli-
mate change is reaching unchart-
ed territory.

While some countries had col-
der weather than usual, high-tem-
perature records were surpassed
this week in Quebec and Peru.

In North Grenville, Ontario, the
city turned ice hockey rinks into
cooling centers as temperatures
Wednesday hit 90 degrees Fah-
renheit, with humidity making it
making it feel like 100 degrees.

“I feel like we live in a tropical
country right now,” city spokes-
woman Jill Sturdy said. “It just
kind of hits you. The air is so
thick.”

Beijing reported nine straight
days last week when the temper-
ature exceeded 95 degrees and or-
dered a stop to all outdoor work
Wednesday, as the temperature
reached 106 degrees.

On Wednesday, 38 million
Americans were under some kind
of heat alert, Kapnick said.

Scientists have warned for
months that 2023 could see record
heat as human-caused climate
change, driven largely by the
burning of fossil fuels like coal,
natural gas and oil, warmed the at-
mosphere. They also noted that La
Nina, the natural cooling of the
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A pedestrian shades herself with an umbrella Wednesday in Havana.

ocean that had acted as a counter,
was giving way to El Nino, the re-
verse phenomenon marked by
warming oceans.

“A record like this is another
piece of evidence for the now mas-
sively supported proposition that
global warming is pushing us into
a hotter future,” said Stanford
University climate scientist Chris

Field, who was not part of the cal-
culations.

One of the largest contributors
to this week's records is an excep-
tionally mild winter in the Antarc-
tic, according to data from the Cli-
mate Reanalyzer. Parts of the con-
tinent and nearby ocean werel8-
36 degrees Fahrenheit warmer
than averages from 1979-2000.

Treasury Secretary
Yellen visits China to
help soothe relations

Associated Press

BEIJING — Treasury Secreta-
ry Janet Yellen plans to tell Chi-
nese officials Washington wants
healthy economic competition but
will defend U.S. trade curbs im-
posed on security grounds and ex-
press concern about Beijing’s ex-
port controls on metals used in
semiconductors and solar panels,
a senior Treasury official said
Thursday.

Yellen was due to meet Friday
with China’s No. 2leader, Premier
Li Qiang, as part of efforts to re-
vive relations that are at their low-
est level in decades due to dis-
putes over security, technology
and other irritants. Treasury offi-
cials have said she wouldn’t meet
with Chinese leader Xi Jinping.

Washington doesn’t support de-
coupling, or disconnecting U.S.
and Chinese industries and mar-
kets and Yellen will reiterate that
message, the Treasury official
said. Businesspeople have warned
that might harm innovation and
growth as both governments tight-
en controls on trade in technology
and other goods deemed sensitive.

Yellen planned to discuss “tar-
geted action” by Washington on
trade due to national security or
human rights concerns, according
to the official, who briefed report-
ers on condition of anonymity.

Her visit follows one by Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken, who
met Xi last month in the highest-
level U.S. visit to Beijing in five
years. The two agreed to stabilize

relations but failed to agree on im-
proving communications between
their militaries.

China’s government has been
frustrated by U.S. curbs on Chi-
nese access to advanced proces-
sor chips on security grounds.
That threatens to delay or derail
the ruling Communist Party’s ef-
forts to develop telecoms, artifi-
cial intelligence and other tech-
nologies.

Xi accused Washington in
March of trying to hamper China’s
development.

Washington doesn’t use securi-
ty-related restrictions for eco-
nomic benefit and considers na-
tional security “non-negotiable,”
the Treasury official said.

The United States wants
“healthy economic competition”
with China but considers some of
Beijing’s trade practices unfair,
the official said. They said Yellen
would detail those concerns in
meetings with Chinese officials.

The official cited this week’s an-
nouncement of Chinese export
controls on gallium and germani-
um as an example of policies
about which Washington wants
more information. The announce-
ment jolted South Korea and other
countries whose industries use
Chinese supplies of the metals.

Washington wants to “promote
resilient supply chains” and guard
against excessive reliance on sup-
pliers in critical areas but doesn’t
consider that to be decoupling, the
Treasury official said.
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Revellers fill the town hall square during the “Chupinazo” rocket, which marks the official opening of the
2023 San Fermin fiestas in Pamplona, Spain, on Thursday.

Firework blast begins San Fermin
bull-running festival in Pamplona

Associated Press

PAMPLONA, Spain — Tens of
thousands of people packed the
town hall square in the northern
Spanish city of Pamplona on
Thursday to celebrate the tradi-
tional “chupinazo” firework blast
that starts the San Fermin bull-
running festival.

Nearly everyone, including
many tourists, was dressed in the
traditional garb of white trousers
and shirt with red sash and neck-

erchief as they sang and shouted.

As the rocket was fired, many
doused each other with red or
sparkling wine.

The highlight of the nine-day
festival is the early morning “en-
cierros,” or bull runs, starting on
Friday, when thousands of dare-
devils race to avoid six bulls
charging along a winding cob-
blestoned route to the city’s
bullring.

Spectators watch from balco-

nies and wooden barricades set
up along the course. The specta-
cle is televised nationally.

The rest of each day is for eat-
ing, drinking, dancing and cultu-
ral entertainment.

The festival was made famous
by Ernest Hemingway’s 1926
novel “The Sun Also Rises.”

The bulls used in the runs are
killed by professional matadors
in bullfights each afternoon in
the city ring.
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By Ri1o YamAT
The Associated Press
corching heat across the U.S. already has
caused more than a dozen deaths in Texas
alone and led to mounting misery for mil-
lions.

And the official end of summer is still months away.

Here’s a guide on how to keep cool and stay safe,
wherever you are, in the punishing temperatures.

Why is extreme heat dangerous?

Heat kills more Americans than any other weather
event, including tornadoes and flooding, even though
most heat-related deaths are preventable through
outreach and intervention, according to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

“Heat is the silent killer. No one thinks about it,”
said Ben Zaitchik, a professor and climate scientist at
Johns Hopkins University whose research includes

heat waves. “It’s getting hotter just about everywhere.

That means even without a particular weather pheno-
menon, we’re seeing temperatures we aren’t used to,
and that in its own right is a risk.”

The body normally cools itself by sweating, but
extreme heat can interrupt your ability to do that,
potentially leading to heat exhaustion or heat stroke,
organ failure or death.

Older adults, young children and people with
chronic illnesses like diabetes are most at risk. But
that doesn’t mean healthy people are immune, said
Ashley Ward, director of the Heat Policy Innovation
Hub at Duke University’s Nicholas Institute for Ener-
gy, Environment and Sustainability.

The heat can have adverse effects on people who
work or exercise outdoors, for example, and also
homeless people or those without air conditioning.

What are signs of heat-related illness?

You might be experiencing a heat stroke if your
body temperature reaches or surpasses 103 degrees.
Other symptoms include nausea, headaches, thirst
and a fast and strong heart rate.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
says heat stroke is a medical emergency and recom-
mends that people with symptoms call 911.

Symptoms of heat exhaustion include heavy sweat-
ing, muscle cramps, dizziness, vomiting and cold, pale
or clammy skin. The CDC says you should seek treat-
ment if such symptoms worsen or last more an hour.

What if | don’t have air conditioning?

Spending just a few hours in an air-conditioned
space can help your body stay cooler when you go
back into the heat, according to the CDC. So take
advantage of public spaces with air conditioning, like
libraries and shopping malls.

During the day, cover your windows, turn off the
lights and avoid using the stove or oven. If you live in
a dry area, hang wet towels to cool the room.

At night, if temperatures drop, keep your windows
and shutters open.

Ward, the Duke researcher, said it’s also important
to think outside the box if you don’t have air condi-
tioning. After taking a cool bath or shower, for ex-
ample, sit in front of a fan while your skin is still
damp.

She also recommends soaking your feet above the
ankles and arms above the elbows in cool water for
10-1S minutes.

If you only have one fan, Ward said, prioritize cre-
ating a cool sleeping space rather than common ar-
eas.

“This is when your body really recovers from heat

exposure during the day,” she said.

What if | have to be outside?

Stay hydrated, and don’t wait until you’re thirsty to
drink fluids.

Limit your sun exposure by staying in the shade or
using an umbrella. Wear sunglasses and a wide-
brimmed hat or cap.

If you work outside and have access to cool water,
consider soaking your shirt and repeating the process
every hour or whenever it dries out, Ward said.

Homeless people should reach out to shelters for
information on local resources, including temporary
cooling centers.

Do I have to worry about burn injuries?

Doctors at Arizona and Nevada burn centers have
warned of injuries from contact with superheated
roads and other surfaces.

This can happen, for example, if you collapse from
dehydration or heat stroke and can’t get up off the hot
ground.

But burns can also come from touching hot surfac-
es like leather seats or poolside concrete, so be care-
ful when reaching for a metal door handle or a seat
belt buckle and when getting out of a pool.

How do | keep my pets safe?

Schedule your outdoor walks for when it’s coolest,
like the early morning or evening, and protect your
furry friends’ paws with breathable shoes.

Keep pets inside if you can, and if they must go out,
make sure they have access to shade.

“A doghouse by itself is not shade,” Ward said.
“That’s an oven.”

Never leave a pet in a hot car.
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Healing
through
stories

Retired Green Beret

Scott Mann examines
‘holistic horror of war’
in film, play ‘Last Out’

By BriaN McELHINEY
Stars and Stripes

torytelling helped Army Lt. Col.

Scott Mann deal with post-trau-

matic stress after serving in the

Afghanistan War and retiring in
2012. A decade later, it’s helping him —
and others — deal with the fallout of that
war all over again.

In August 2021, as the Taliban took over
Afghanistan and the U.S. scrambled to
evacuate its allies and citizens, former
Green Beret Mann was busy launching
the film version of his play, “Last Out:
Elegy of a Green Beret,” on Amazon. The
play, written by and starring Mann, tells
the story of a Green Beret who is trapped
between his family obligations and his
mission in Afghanistan as he struggles to
ascend to the mythical warrior afterlife of
Valhalla after getting hit with a roadside
bomb.

Mann soon switched gears, founding
Task Force Pineapple with other veterans
to help more than 1,000 Afghan refugees
escape Kabul.

“It was all-consuming until my wife had
my best friends stage an intervention
somewhere around October after the col-
lapse, and I stepped away from it and got
myself healthy again,” Mann said recently
from his home in Tampa, Fla.

“I was not in a good place ... coming out
of the Pineapple experience, and even
writing the book (“Operation Pineapple
Express,” published in 2022) because
interviewing all of those folks that made it,
those folks that didn’t, the veterans. I have
interviewed just hundreds of veterans —
iconic special operators — and watching
them weep in front of me and telling me
that they’re never gonna let their son join
the Army, and just the moral injury that I
felt and so many of my peers who fought
this war for 20 years felt and the families.
So there was a lot of just heaviness coming
out of that.”

Around this time, Mann got a call from
actor, musician and veterans advocate
Gary Sinise. Sinise had seen the film ver-
sion of “Last Out” through mutual friend
and songwriter John Ondrasik, better
known as soft-rock piano balladeer Five
for Fighting.

“He was struggling, Scott, with ... what
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Photos from The Heroes Journey

Scott Mann as Master Sgt. Danny Patton (left) and Lenny Bruce as Kenny Suggins perform a scene from “Last Out: Elegy of a Green
Beret” in San Diego in May. The film version of Mann’s play is available on Amazon Prime Video.

“We had the sister of
a Green Beret
sergeant major, she
stood up and she
said, ‘You guys told
me in two hours what
my baby brother has
been trying to tell me
for five years.”

Army Lt. Col. Scott Mann
on the impact of his play and film
“Last Out: Elegy of a Green Beret”

did we do and why did we do it, and he
was losing friends who were committing
suicide, and terrible different things were
happening,” Sinise told Stars and Stripes
in May. “Much like the guys back in Viet-
nam — the veterans that I met back in the
’80s who wrote a play called “Tracers’
because they were struggling with their
own service and coming home from that
war to a divided nation and a nation really
that had abandoned them. The healing
play that they’d made was very, very posi-
tive for them, and Scott did the exact same
thing.”

The partnership with the Gary Sinise
Foundation has led to a summer tour for
“Last Out” that kicked off with perfor-
mances in San Diego and Phoenix, and
continues through October with stops in
Sioux Falls, S.D.; Franklin, Tenn.; Mil-

Cooper Mann and his father, Scott Mann, backstage at a show in San Diego in May.
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Cooper Mann plays the son of the main character in “Last Out.”

waukee; and Topeka, Kan. Along with a
preview show at Sinise’s Steppenwolf
Theatre in Chicago — where Sinise pre-
sented the Vietnam-era play “Tracers” in
the early ’80s — these are the first perfor-
mances of the play since COVID, and
more significantly, since the end of the
war in Afghanistan.

“When Gary called me and said, ‘You
know, Scott, this reminds me a lot of Viet-
nam,” I was walking in the driveway ... and
I just kind of fell apart on him,” Mann
said. “And I’'m like, ‘Gary, it is a lot like
that. And if we don’t do something, we’re

on the front end of a mental-health tsuna-
mi.” I mean, I told Congress this when I
testified to the House Foreign Affairs
Committee about Pineapple. I was like,
you guys don’t understand; I mean, you're
talking about 73% of the Afghan War pop-
ulation feels betrayed. This is really bad,
and on top of all, the suicide rate.

“So coming back to the play, when Gary
brought that up, we both agreed that this
was a preexisting asset that could be put
into play right now to help veterans make

SEE HEALING ON PAGE 15
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Photos from The Heroes Journey

The cast and crew of “Last Out: Elegy of a Green Beret” huddle before a show in San Diego in May. The play was written to benefit both veterans and civilians.

Healing: P

ay based on both

Mann's, his wife's experiences

FROM PAGE 14

meaning out of their lived experience
while simultaneously showing politicians
and civilians the impact.”

Mann wrote the play over several years
and premiered it in Tampa in November
2018. At the time, Mann and his team of
actors and crew — all veterans and mil-
itary family members with little to no
theater experience — “thought it was a
one-time thing,” according to the play’s
website. But audience reaction led Mann
to mount a 16-city, 28,000-mile tour out of
a U-Haul van in 2019 through his nonprof-
it, The Heroes Journey.

“Last Out” was originally developed as a
one-man show with Mann starring as a
career Green Beret, Master Sgt. Danny
Patton. But as the story progressed, Mann
knew he had to involve other characters —
namely, Patton’s best friend and fellow
Green Beret Kenny Suggins (portrayed by
Lenny Bruce, also a former Green Beret
who served in Afghanistan with Mann),
wife Lynn (Heather Corrigan) and son
Kaiden (Cooper Mann, Mann’s son).

While not directly autobiographical,
much of the play is based on Mann’s own
experiences. Suggins is based on Clifford
Patterson, one of Mann’s closest friends
who was killed on 9/11 at the Pentagon.
And Lynn Patton takes inspiration from
Mann’s wife, Monty Mann, and her expe-
riences at home while Mann was in Af-
ghanistan.

“I started asking my wife questions
about what happened when I was gone,
what happened when I was deployed, and
at first she was resistant — almost agitated
about it,” Mann said. “At this point I'd

been retired for seven years, and she’s
like, ‘Why are you bringing this stuff up? I
don’t want to talk about this.” And there
were times when we would kind of go at it.
And then finally she told me, ‘Babe, I had
to keep all this from you to keep you alive,
I really don’t want to do this.” And I said,
‘Well I think if we can put this out there,
it’s going to validate what you and a lot of
other family members did.”

That seems to be exactly what has hap-
pened. Audiences, often made up of veter-
ans and family members not just from the
recent Middle East wars, but stretching
back to Vietnam, Korea and World War II,
participate in “talkbacks” at the end of the
show, sharing their own experiences with
Mann and each other.

“We had the sister of a Green Beret
sergeant major, she stood up and she said,
‘You guys told me in two hours what my
baby brother has been trying to tell me for
five years,” ” Mann said. “And so you see
these families sitting together looking at
the war from each other’s perspective,
because the way the play works is the
protagonist, Danny the Green Beret, he’s
stuck between his living room and his fire
base after being severely wounded, and so
he can’t ascend. And so you see both, and
the audience is affected by that in a very
profound way because a lot of the home
front stuff, no one really understands or
knows.”

But the play also was written for civil-
ians to help them understand “the holistic
horror of war,” as Mann describes it.

“I’'m a father of three boys. My oldest
son a few years ago told me he was gonna
join the Army and he wanted to be a Spe-

Scott Mann performs as Master Sgt. Danny Patton in “Last Out: Elegy of a Green

Beret.” “My vision was that | could tell a story kind of like ‘It's a Wonderful Life’ with
body armor, in a way that the audience could really go for the ride and feel what it’s like
to say goodbye to your wife at the airfield, to feel what it’s like to hold your buddy in your
arms in his final moments because he did what you asked him to do,” Mann said.

cial Forces guy, and that just hit me right
between the running lights,” Mann said.
“Because at that point we were over there,
we were in this war that — most people
didn’t even know that we were there. ... I
can’t tell you how many times people
would say to me in airports, ‘We’re still in
Afghanistan?” And now my son’s gonna go
fight a war that I didn’t finish. That for me
became something that I felt like that had
to be fixed, that had to be adjusted.

“... My vision was that I could tell a
story kind of like ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’
with body armor, in a way that the au-
dience could really go for the ride and feel
what it’s like to say goodbye to your wife
at the airfield, to feel what it’s like to hold
your buddy in your arms in his final mo-
ments because he did what you asked him
to do,” he continued. “The things that go
with combat that most people don’t know.

To see a military spouse watch a news
report with no dialogue in a scene, and
just fall to her knees and scream — I
mean, it rocks the civilians to the core.”

That mission seems even more impor-
tant now with veterans struggling with
how the Afghanistan War ended. Mann
hopes to continue touring the show in
partnership with the Gary Sinise Founda-
tion, and plans to film the show in a live
setting, a la the filmed version of “Hamil-
ton.”

“The irony in all of this is that we’ve
been telling stories — warrior storytelling
— since we’ve been fighting wars,” Mann
said. “I mean, if you look at most of Sha-
kespeare’s plays, that’s what they do. And
civil society has used storytelling as the
primary way to bring veterans home from
war, in every civil society on the planet,
and we’ve lost that.”
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Floating in
the middle

Mraz crafts dance
album In response to
singer hitting his 40s

BY GEORGE VARGA

The San Diego Union-Tribune

ow 46, multi-Grammy Award-winner

Jason Mraz was born in 1977 — the

same year Rock & Roll Hall of Famer

Jerry Lee Lewis, then 42, released his
melancholic country-music single “Middle Age
Crazy.”

Almost no one listening to Mraz’s often buoy-
ant new album, “Mystical Magical Rhythmical
Radical Ride,” will be reminded of Lewis belting
out such high-octane 1950s rock classics as
“Great Balls of Fire” and “High School Confiden-
tial.” But there are clear thematic similarities
between some of Mraz’s
musically upbeat new
album and the downbeat
“Middle Age Crazy,” on ?
which the now-deceased
Lewis reflected: And today ' 24
he’s forty years old, going b 4
on twenty / Don’t look for
the gray in his hair /

‘Cause he ain’t got any.

“I thought I’d be done at 40,” said Mraz, who —
six years later — has responded to middle-age
with a surprise left turn.

Half the songs on “Mystical Magical Rhyth-
mical Radical Ride” embrace dance-pop and
vintage disco. They were inspired, in part, by
such Mraz favorites as Chic, Michael Jackson,

Donna Summer, The Bee Gees and Jamiroquai.
More on that in a moment. :

“When I was a little kid, I saw being in your 40s |
as old age,” Mraz recalled. “As a teen, my 20s .
were something to aspire to — 40 always seemed =
just out of reach. I thought I’d be done (with mu- '
sic) by then and the ideal life would be a family,
kids and moving on.

“When you turn 40, it’s exciting. I celebrated
my 40th birthday performing at the Hollywood
Bowl. But when you turn 42, nobody cares.”

Not coincidentally, Mraz muses about having
turned 42 in the lyrics to “Little Time,” a lilting
ballad from his new album. In the same song, he
also ponders what might happen “if I reach 65.”

The press materials accompanying “Mystical
Magical Rhythmical Radical Ride” make several
references to Mraz being in his 40s. Such pulsat-
ing, four-on-the-floor new songs as “Getting
Started,” “I Feel Like Dancing” and “Feel Good
Too” — the album’s opening three numbers —

SEE MRAZ ON PAGE 17

Jason Mraz recently released “Mystical Magical
Rhythmical Radical Ride.”

Shervin Lainez
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Mraz: Jackson among inspirations for latest album

FROM PAGE 16

sound like energetic odes to dancing the
night away with youthful joy, if not outright
abandon.

Or, as this usually sunny troubadour put it
in a statement when “I Feel Like Dancing”
was released as the album’s first single in
February: “Songs appear out of a real neces-
sity, and this song appeared as I struggled
with identity and self-worth in my mid-40s.”

Mraz paused for thought when asked if he
has undergone a midlife crisis.

“I don’t think I’'ve had a midlife crisis just
yet,” he replied. “But maybe I have — and I
haven’t lived long enough past it to see that:
‘Oh, yeah, that was definitely a midlife cri-
sis.

“I have absolutely shaken things up, over
and over, for myself. I can see that pattern
reappearing throughout my life. And every
time I do, I rediscover myself through the
power of songwriting. And I think: ‘T’'m
OK.”

‘A lot of vanity in my youth’

The pros and cons of aging can differ from
person to person, as Mraz readily acknowl-
edged.

Superficial concerns can fade. Wisdom
can be gained from experience. But for a
veteran artist who has been in the public eye
for more than 20 years as music trends con-
stantly change — sped-up songs on TikTok,
anyone? — feeling secure about your posi-
tion can be challenging.

“The older I get, certain worries and
stresses just sort of fade away,” Mraz said.
“I don’t stress as much about how I look or
surface-level things, like fashion. As a young
person, I cared about: ‘Do I fit in? How do I
look?’ There was a lot of vanity in my youth.

“The cons, as you get older, are that I'm
not really in the youth category anymore.
Here I am, making a pop album and dance
album. In music, those categories are dom-
inated by young people, 18-28, and always
have been.

“So, there’s this feeling of: ‘I'm not really
in the little kid category any more — or the
older group. I'm floating in the middle.”

Middle age is not the only factor that in-
spired Mraz to write and record new songs
specifically designed to encourage him —
and his listeners — to party down and shake
their collective booty.

He also credits his mother, June Tomes,
for encouraging him to make an overtly
pop-oriented album. Mraz wasn’t getting
any younger, she noted, so he should do a
pop album “before it’s too late.” He con-
curred. The liner notes for “Mystical Mag-
ical Rhythmical Radical Ride” dedicate the
album to “Mama June.”

Speaking recently from his Oceanside,
Calif., farm home, Mraz — who married
Christina Carano in 2015 and recently an-
nounced their divorce — stressed that he
specifically sought to make a pop album that
embraced old-school music values.

“I always really wanted to make a dance-
pop album, but not an electronic (dance)
album that leaned on computer programs
and drum machines,” he said.

“I wanted to make human dance music.
So, sonically, that’s what our effort was. And
thematically, I noticed that what was mis-
sing from my shows — year after year —
was that I didn’t have enough up-tempo
songs that could turn the show into a dance
party for my audience and myself.

“How would I rate my dancing? Right

SHERVIN LAINEZ

Jason Mraz will soon take the up-tempo “Mystical Magical Rhythmical Radical Ride” on tour.

now, about 3 out of 10. But I want to be bet-
ter. And that’s how a song like ‘I Feel Like
Dancing’ finds its way through my sub-
conscious and lands on the page. Because I
try to generate experiences I haven’t had
yet, or want to have, and songs can help.”

For at least half the selections on “Mysti-
cal Magical Rhythmical Radical Ride” —
whose title comes from the lyrics to “Disco
Sun,” a song on the album — Mraz takes a
deep dive into the music of the 1970s and
early 1980s. To cite one case in point, the
slinky grooves, sleek instrumental work and
deftly executed higher-register lead vocals
on “I Feel Like Dancing” evoke the music of
Boz Scaggs and Michael Jackson in their
respective primes.

“Boz probably subconsciously — I've got a
few of his records,” Mraz said.

“Michael? I definitely had his posters on
my wall growing up. Probably the first song
I ever danced to was something on his
‘Thriller’ album, when I was 4 or S, and was
asking my family what dancing was and
where the beat was.

“So, yeah, Michael has always been an
influence. But making this album, I didn’t
really study those albums by him or Boz. I
found myself listening to Nile Rodgers’ rec-
ords with Chic, Giorgio Moroder’s ‘Flash-
dance’ soundtrack album, Donna Summer
and The Bee Gees. I was trying to under-
stand how great dance music was made.”

Nine of the 10 songs on “Mystical Magical
Rhythmical Radical Ride” were co-written
by Raining Jane, the four-woman Los An-
geles band Mraz first collaborated with in
2007.

“There was a concerted effort to make this
in tandem,” he said. “And I love giving Rain-
ing Jane credit, because they were in the
studio with me, they were part of the writing
process, and they will be on my summer
tour.”

Mraz’s new album reunites him with Swe-
den’s Martin Terefe, whose recording pro-
duction credits range from Train and Mary
J. Blige to Yungblud and Coldplay.

Weed and mushrooms

Terefe produced Mraz’s 2008 album, “We
Sing. We Dance. We Steal Things.” It in-

cludes two of Mraz’s biggest hits — “I'm
Yours” and “Lucky” (the latter featuring
Colbie Caillat) — and remains his biggest-
selling release with sales of nearly S million.

Mraz has made five albums since then —
including 2020’s reggae-inspired “Look for
the Good” — and his sensitive singer-song-
writer persona has remained intact. “Mysti-
cal Magical Rhythmical Radical Ride’s”
well-balanced mix of thumping, unabashed
dance-pop songs and earnest ballads could
be just the right combination to propel him
back to the upper reaches of the national
sales charts.

“This is the first album since ‘We Sing. We
Dance. We Steal Things.’ that feels the most
like a sequel to that album,” Mraz said,
“more so than anything I’ve made since
then, because of how ...”

His voice trailed off.

“I don’t know,” he said a moment later. “I
don’t know what to tell you. I'm just happy
this album is out. It feels new and yet famil-
iar, like something I would have done in
2008 but it happens to be in 2023.”

In the lyrics to his new song “Disco Sun,”
Mraz favorably references “weed and
’shrooms.” He provided a very specific re-
sponse when asked what role weed and
hallucinogenic mushrooms play in his cre-
ative process.

“I call them portals, if you will,” he said.
“They are portals to another dimension, like
opening a gate to a garden, like going to visit
somewhere. So, a toke of weed or a dose of
mushrooms will take you into another state
for feeling things or seeing things I may
have suppressed, things I need to atone for,
relationships that need to be (improved).

“Weed and mushrooms will help me (ad-
dress) some thoughts that need attention.
And they’ll also — if I’'m lucky going inside
one of the portals on a dose of mushrooms or
cannabis — will (enable me to) resonate
with something I'm listening to. Or I'll hear
a melody I hadn’t heard before. And I'll try
to bring that back through the portal to a
sober state.

“It’s nothing I rely on. But I enjoy experi-
menting with it as a portal, visiting a place to
have an experience, like a museum or a
magical garden.”

INER NOTES

By Colin MceGuire

Billboard Hot 100 No. 2:
Luke Combs - ‘Fast Car’

Note: After spending some time
fluctuating at the top of the chart,
Morgan Wallen’s “Last Night” came
in at No. 1 on the Hot 100 for the first
week of the month. Because we wrote
about that song in April, we figured
we’d move on to what landed at No. 2
this week.

Combs isn’t the first to cover this
poignant Tracy Chapman gem of a hit
that turned 3S years old in April. He
also won’t be the last. It’s a testament
to Chapman’s prowess as a songwrit-
er more than it is much anything else
and if you don’t believe that at face
value, just consider how relatable (if
not heartbreaking) this starry-eyed
tale of a tune is, no matter whose
voice is behind it. In that sense,
Combs does good by Chapman, stay-
ing loyal to its original incarnation,
adding little to Chapman’s original
outing right down to the middle of the
song when Combs admirably doesn’t
even compromise working in a mar-
ket being a “checkout girl.”

The problem, much like the many
who came before Combs, is that
Chapman’s tenderness is lost in both
translation and modernity. “Fast
Car” is a great song for a lot of rea-
sons, but one of them has always been
Chapman’s understated vocal deliv-
ery — a wrinkle in the performance
that nobody outside of the track’s au-
thor will ever be able to properly con-
vey. Combs tries in the song’s early
moments, but by the time things
come full circle, it turns out to be just
another grunt-y country radio rock
song by just another grunt-y country
radio rock guy.

Still, the core of the song is there,
which means Combs could do a lot
worse if he’s looking to cover late-’80s
coffee house rock in the year 2023.
“Fast Car” has aged like a fine wine
through the years, proving its worth
as a cautionary tale that highlights
the struggles that go along with being
a woman cycling through the throes
of poverty.

In some ways, it might have been
easier to think in 1988 that 35 years
later, these issues would have been
solved by now. Because they aren’t,
Chapman’s vulnerability feels just a
little more profound, even if someone
else is singing her words. Combs
doesn’t necessarily add a chapter to
the novel, but atleast he’s able to keep
the story alive by telling it to a mod-
ern audience.

And that ought to count for some-
thing.
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Battle,

adapt

and bend time

Upcoming Prince of Persia: The Lost Crown
adds fighting features to Metroidvania genre

By GiesoN CAcHO
Bay Area News Group
Ithough one Prince of
Persia has been de-
layed, another one is
closer to reality. Ubi-
soft revealed that a new entry is
on the way, and this offering
adds a Metroidvania twist. Titled
Prince of Persia: The Lost
Crown, it follows the exploits of
Sargon, a fearless dual sword
prodigy who is one of the Immor-
tals tasked with rescuing the
kidnapped Prince Ghassan who
was taken to the cursed city of
Mount Qaf.

In the short demo I played at
the Ubisoft Forward event, I got
a sense of the gameplay. Combat
has a rhythm to it as players have
amelee attack button and a
ranged attack one. With a limited
health bar, players can only take
a few hits so knowing enemies’
attack patterns and anticipating
their strikes is important.

Digging into combat

They can dodge out of the way
with a dash, but a better move is
a parry, which players will need
to time. If done correctly, players
will build up their Athra’s Glow
meter for more powerful attacks.
It takes a while to adjust to the
combat. It’s about striking when
there’s an opening, defending
and judiciously using the bow
and limited arrows. He also has a

chakram (“Xena” fans should
know what that is.) that takes a
while to charge up, but returns to
players like a boomerang.

Players can’t button mash their
way to greatness. They have to
fight and adapt. One of the abil-
ities that was unlocked was the
Shadow of Simurgh that lets
Sargon teleport back to a previ-
ous marker. It gives him another
option for manuverability and
when combines with selectable
perks tied to amulets, the tele-
porting return trip can damage
foes. These elements lend The
Lost Crown the feel of a fluid
fighting game.

Traversal, platforming

The other major part of the
gameplay is traversal. In the
demo, Sargon doesn’t have a
double jump, but he does have
other ways to get around. He can
wall jump up to higher areas or
grab on poles to swing up. One
area of the demo highlighted
some of the platforming players
have to do. Swinging spiked cyl-
inders create a dangerous obsta-
cle, and players have to get
around it via some Ori-style
jumping and dashing. Ducking in
the right spots also helped out.

In another area, players will
ascend to another part of Mount
Qaf by hitting rifts that rewind
time and lead to an enormous
broken statue reforming. Again,

it looks like The Lost Crown will
have time-bending mechanics
built into powers and level de-
sign.

The demo did a good job of
giving players a taste of the ba-
sics. The Lost Crown has the
bones of a good Metroidvania
game though parts of the world
were closed off. Trees act as save
points. That’s where players can
refill health and also fill up on
potions to heal. I started off with
one, but a shop keeper had an
additional potion but it required
more in-game currency than I
had. The currency are crystals
that enemies drop or players can
grab by shattering them in the
environment.

The boss fight

Everything culminated in a
boss fight against Jahandar, a
manticore. He’s a tough monster,
and it’s a good test of players’
parrying abilities. That’s key to
taking the creature down. The
reaction window is broad so
players who can anticipate the
attack will be fine. They can even
parry its charge attack. The me-

] i

Although it looks like an uneven matchup, Sargon has plenty of tricks

UBisoFT/TNS photos
Sargon is an agile character capable of wall jumps and leaps from poles in Prince of Persia: The Lost Crown.

that can help him defeat the manticore Jahandar in the boss fight.

tered abilities tied to Athra’s
Glow is key to survival after
players use up the potion.

At Level 2, players have access
to a heal that’s tied to a small
area. As long as players are in
the narrow healing zone, they
can recover full health. The Lev-
el 1 attack move is a burst attack
that automatically deals a combo
against the monster. It takes
patience and persistence to de-
feat Jahandar, but it’s a satis-
fying experience.

The last area to note is that
The Lost Crown has a visual style
comparable to anime. During the

battle, players will notice that the
Athra Glow attacks seem in-
spired by the likes of “Dragon
Ball Z” or “Naruto.” It’s a touch
that shows off the artistic touch
of the team.

Prince of Persia: The Lost
Crown is scheduled for release
Jan. 18, 2024. It will launch on
PC, PlayStation S, PlayStation 4,
Xbox Series X and Series S, Xbox
One and the Nintendo Switch.
The Switch version runs well at
60 frames per second.

Online: ubisoft.com/en-us/
game/prince-of-persia/the-lost-
crown

The Crew Motorfest takes players on curated trip to Hawaii

By Gieson CAcHO
Bay Area News Group

When it comes to open-world driving games, The Crew
always took second place to Forza Horizon. Although the
former’s map was larger by covering a condensed version
of the United States, the visuals and content left something
to be desired. It was a case of quantity over quality.

For its next iteration, Ubisoft Ivory Tower is taking a cue
from its rival and focusing on a smaller area. In this case,
they’re going to the Hawaiian island of Oahu. The move will
remind fans of Test Drive Unlimited, a 2006 Atari-publish-
ed game that was also inspired by the locale. The big differ-
ence between that title and this one is that there’s more than
a decade worth of gaming trends behind The Crew Motor-
fest.

Ubisoft’s racing title revolves around the concept of play-
lists. It’s a curated set of races focused on particular themes
and they’re associated with distinct playstyles. With the
Motorsports playlist, players race Formula 1 cars and
they’ll have to worry about pit stop strategy as their tires
wear down. If they don’t change them out, the rubber loses
its grip and the vehicles turn squirrelly.

The Vintage Garage playlist takes player in vehicles from
the 1950s and beyond. What’s notable about this experience

UBisorFT/TNS

The Crew Motorfest takes place in Hawaii and focuses on
a vehicle festival on the island.

is that the vehicles start off and handle as they would stock.
That means players won’t have GPS or other modern ad-
vancements that have now become standard. Even the mu-
sic is era-appropriate. As players move through the dec-
ades, the vehicles acquire features such as ABS, and they’ll
gain more modern conveniences.

The Made in Japan playlist celebrates drifting, customi-
zation and other elements of the nation’s car culture. The
race I checked out had me going through the mountains and
drifting on the switchbacks (a la Takumi on Mount Akina
for you Initial D fans) while driving through the cityscape,
the visuals were colored in neon. Meanwhile, the Lam-
borghini playlist zeroed on the supercars and gave players
a history lesson on the brand.

In the sample race, I played a bit of the road experience,
and it resembled something you would find in Forza Hori-
zon. The game even features different perspectives includ-
ing a cockpit mode.

Beyond that, The Crew Motorfest will have a free drive
and online competitive activities. Players can even import
their collection from previous games. It will also have post-
launch support comparable to previous efforts.

The game looks better than past efforts, and it shows
promise. Perhaps, it goes to show that bigger isn’t necessar-
ily better, and that a smaller more focused game creates a
better experience.

Players can find out when The Crew Motorfest releases
Sept. 14 on PlayStation 5, PlayStation 4, Xbox Series X and
Series S, Xbox One and PC.

Online: ubisoft.com/en-us/game/the-crew/motorfest
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NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD

OPPOSITES ATTRACTING
BY JOHN WESTWIG / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

John Westwig is a software engineer in Seattle. He got into crosswords when he was very young, solving Games magazine
on car trips with his family. Constructing came soon after. He sold his first puzzle to The Times in 2015, when he was 17.
This is his eighth (and first Sunday). “Lots of friends do the Times puzzle,” he writes, “but most complain that mine are

too hard.” —W.S
ACROSS

1 Tiny trunks

7 Party person

11 ““Are you freaking
kidding me?”’

18 Rural greeting

20 Many a “‘Survivor”
setting

21 Bit of doubling down
from a parent

22 Event at a hot new
club?

24 ““T wish I were under
four feet tall,”” e.g.?

26 M.S.G. team, on
scoreboards

27 Lot lot

29 Name found on a
calendar

30 For whom the bell
tolls

31 Tactical reductions in
lighting, as during
AVAI

33 Sommelier’s
superlative

35 Great garage-sale find

38 Career for a
scammer?

40 Scissors’ sound

44 Muse of comedy and
idyllic poetry

46 German ‘‘village™
47 Bubbly, in a way
49 Forwards

51 How Cassius looks
to Caesar, in
Shakespeare

53 Muscle relaxers

54 Dripping in jewelry,
slangily
55 Real dope

57 Secret service
member?

59 Choler

60 What’s said in
passing?

61 Test subject

63 Repeated small role
for Paul Rudd

66 Transcript fig.

67 Slinky?

69 That’s in Seine!

70 Six-winged biblical
being

72 Famous drawing of a
ship?

73 Theater rival of Regal
and Cinemark

74 Double-helix material

75 Food fight sounds

76 Sight along a country
road

78 Score on a clean sheet

79 Lead guitarist of
Queen, who has a
Ph.D. in astrophysics

82 Black humor

84 Kind of race that’s
not quite a half-
marathon

86 Kicks down the road

87 Kate of ‘“House of
Cards™

89 ___ Troi, character
on ‘‘Star Trek:
T.N.G.”

90 Kind of lily

91 Dinner date that
makes a good story?

96 Richard Parker in
“‘Life of Pi,”” for one

97 Like much prized
blue-and-white
porcelain

GUNSTON STREET

99 Crab or lobster

101 Texter’s toodle-oo

103 *‘Bleeding Love™”
singer Lewis

105 1970 hit for Neil
Diamond

106 Ad Council output,
in brief

109 A kiss, a hug, a
wave, the works?

112 Title of an essay by a
hit man?

114 Weeks, in Oaxaca
115 Analogy words
116 Common pet name

117Goes on and on and
on

118 Bet bit

119 Work-from-home
wear, informally

DOWN

1 It’s guarded in soccer

2 Carnival ride

3 Jedi ally from Endor

4 End of a college
search?

5 Some work at a
carwash

6 Public hatred
7 Adjective often

capitalized in the
Bible

8 Org. concerned with
plants

9 Serve, as messy
cafeteria food

10 Earthling, in sci-fi
11 Act on behalf of
12 Bear, in Bogotd
13 Diatribes

14 Considerably large, in
Appalachian dialect

15Rock’s ___ Brickell &
New Bohemians

16 One of two for six of
VIII?

17 Record

19 Leading

23 Thanksgiving table
decoration

25 The first man ever
created, in Maori
lore

28 You might see one
upside down on a
bar

31 Broad valley

32 Still shot of a moving
image, in tech-speak

34 ““Grand slam’’ in
showbiz

35 Relationship
conditions, so to
speak

36 New England
vacation destination,
familiarly

37 ““Whoa there, Warren
G.I””?

39 That one will never
have again

41 Compliment for a
lexicographer?

42 Squid squirt

43 Family-friendly
ratings

45 Coors of brewing
fame

48 Making an
impression?

50 What prices and
hearts may do

52 Unclaimed area

53 Greetings

56 Certain government
agent, informally

58 Friend group

62 Kapoor who played
the game-show
emcee in ‘‘Slumdog
Millionaire™’

63 Tried to engineer an
advantage

64 Author who wrote
““Weeds are flowers,
too, once you get to
know them”’

65 Energy option

67 Touches on both sides

68 Still fighting

71 Cutting class in med
school?

75 Old timer

77 Not quite enough

79 Some gas stations, in
brief

80 Regret

81 Stop hiding behind?

83 Former Indigenous

“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and online at gunstonstreet.com.

inhabitants of political pundit? in brief
modern-day Buffalo 100 Street clearers 110 Course number
85 Word after Minute 101 Nickname for 111Red grp.
or meter Atlanta 113Late
RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE
S.LVAMS d I HOJjsu3/agavr
31133 OLS ISVYNVYWN3S
ONI440NOON |1 LHVdITOHM
vsdjjjo H NOI Tl ALL
ao O Falvd3IONIN
CIEICI NI N3 A3 aaojlod3s
VNNV IaEvHVvN NOSLNNd
311NN 11 SAVANY I H8
T I NJo I Sls1vi1dslvNall
2NV OSN3d|ISIHdvVvH3S
nv3igwo T1V4AdONI1HdSVdD
NYANLNVIITOVN I NVEVY HV N
Bl:4 li3d013H005AD I
SHOVdLOHMNY 3 SaN3Is3ay
O NI1NVO4d 44 VIAVHL
d I NSII9NINNOD 1vaLs
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88 Chili variety that
means ‘‘wide’” in
Spanish

92 Some of the wildlife in
the 20,000-year-old
paintings in Lascaux
Cave

93 Hot

94 Go “‘poof!”

95 Increases

98 Good name for a

102 Resting place

104 Prefix in the names
of many causes

106 Pocket at a
restaurant

107 Bit of a fit

108 For-eh-ver

109 Publication
co-founded in 1889
by Dow and Jones,

The story of the U.S. military’s role
in Afghanistan, as seen through
the eyes of Stars and Stripes
journalists covering America’s
longest war.

Only $1 4,99 with Free Shipping

Over 100 pages
of stunning images
and stories from
the front lines.

15 YEARS IN AFG ’
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Lethal and hilarious

Olyphant returns in EImore Leonard-inspired ‘Justified: City Primeval’

By LUAINE LEE
Tribune News Service
ven though he’s been dead for 10 years, au-
thor Elmore Leonard is still intriguing au-
diences. His character, Raylan Givens, is
due back July 18 when FX premieres “Jus-
tified: City Primeval.”

The eight-part series features Givens, the stalwart
U.S. Marshal that Leonard first created in his book
“Pronto.” The character appeared in three more sto-
ries with “Fire in the Hole,” adapted into TV’s pop-
ular “Justified,” which reigned for six seasons.

This time, the Stetson-clad hero finds himself in a
new kind of badlands, Detroit.

“We were excited to embrace Detroit as a charac-
ter in this piece,” said one of the show’s producers,
Dave Andron. “Putting Raylan as a stranger in a
strange land. And also, it’s the land of Elmore. ‘City
Primeval: High Noon in Detroit’ is his first crime nov-
el, and he really embraced Detroit.”

Leonard’s characters, like Raylan Givens, jump off
the page full-fledged and always unique. In an inter-
view shortly before he died in 2013, he explained his
method: “I feel more comfortable using the charac-
ter’s point of view rather than my own,” he said.

“The character looks out and he’s going to have an
attitude about that smog or that sunset, and you’re
gonna hear it. You’re gonna hear that attitude. If I de-
scribe it, you’re going to hear a mediocre description.
I always write from a point of view,” he said.

Timothy Olyphant, who plays Givens, says he had
no compunctions about returning to his latter-day he-
ro. “Elmore Leonard and (writer/executive produc-
er) Graham Yost gave us so much material to launch
what I’'ve always thought was potentially numerous
stories,” says Olyphant. “I thought as long as we were
still in the Elmore Leonard world and the Graham

Yost world that the two of them created, I just thought
I’d love to be there for it.”

That Elmore Leonard world is both lethal and hi-
larious, often tickling the underbelly of society.

“I learned how to write by studying writers that I
liked a lot,” Leonard said in the 2013 interview. “He-
mingway, I studied him so closely until I realized that
the structure, the flow of it, the prose itself, that when
I’'m parodied, I see Hemingway. But I didn’t share
Hemingway’s attitude about life, about himself. I
didn’t take everything that seriously. I saw a little
more humor in life than he did. So I saw other others
— John O’Hara, Steinbeck, Richard Bissell. His ‘72
Cents’ became ‘Pajama Game.’ I read a couple of his
books (and thought), ‘That’s the sound I want.’

“All the time, from the very beginning, I was very
conscious of style,” Leonard said, “developing my
own styles. The way you write most naturally, most
effectively, THAT’S your style.”

Calling FX’s “Justified: City Primeval” a sequel or
a spinoff is not exactly accurate. “We weren’t trying
to recapture the show that we did,” says executive
producer and director Michael Dinner.

“We were trying to recapture the tone, Elmore’s
tone. And this is a book — ‘City Primeval’ is a book
that we really loved the characters in the book. And
we thought it would be interesting to pick up with
Raylan and catapult him into this story and see him
some years down the road where his road is lot shor-
ter in front of him than the road behind.

“So, we felt we could take this story that we really
liked a lot, and we could inject Raylan into it and ton-
ally do a show that’s similar, but also let the show that
we did grow up alittle bit,” says Dinner. “We felt real-
ly good about that. We felt that what we’ve done is
something that is true to the show, but not the same
show. And we think it’s pretty entertaining.”

FX/TNS

Timothy Olyphant stars as Raylan Givens in “Justified: City Primeval.”

Alan Alda’s boots, dog tags from
TV’s ‘M*A*S*H’ to be auctioned

By JAMIE STENGLE

“There’s an old belief among actors that

Associated Press

The combat boots and dog tags that Alan
Alda wore as wisecracking surgeon Haw-
keye on the beloved television series
“M*A*S*H” meant so much to him that
when the show ended in 1983, he kept them.

But he’s now ready to let the pieces go, in
service of another passion: his center dedi-
cated to helping scientists and doctors com-
municate better. Heritage Auctions is offer-
ing up the worn boots and military identifi-
cation tags on July 28 in Dallas.

Alda, 87, said he wore the boots and dog
tags for the 11-season run of the show cen-
tering on a Korean War medical unit. Alda’s
character, Benjamin Franklin “Hawkeye”
Pierce, was a talented surgeon who helped
ease the stress of working in a war zone with
quick quips and practical jokes. When the
show ended in 1983 with an episode written
and directed by Alda, it attracted the largest
U.S. audience for any TV show in history.

The boots and dog tags, given to him by
the costume department, “made an impres-
sion on me every day that we shot the
show,” said Alda, who won five Emmys for
his work on the sitcom.

Over his long career, Alda has also been a
writer and filmmaker, and has worked on
Broadway and starred in movies. Current-
ly, he hosts a podcast on communicating
called “Clear+ Vivid.”

when you put the shoes of the character on,
it’s easier to believe you’re the character,
and I think the boots had that effect on me,”
Alda said.

After receiving the dog
tags, Alda realized that
they didn’t carry his char-
acter’'s name, but the
names of two men he
thought had likely been
real soldiers.

Ny 7, “I saw those names ev-
Alda ' ery day,” he said. “It was
an interesting experience
to put them on. I wasn’t dealing with props. I
was dealing with something that put me in
touch with real people.”

The dog tags carried the names of Hersie
Davenport and Morriss D. Levine. Re-
search conducted by the auction house re-
vealed that both men were discharged from
the Army in 194S. According to Heritage
Auctions’ research, Davenport died in 1970.
Levine, whose first name was misspelled on
the dog tag with an extra ‘s,” died in 1973.

Joshua Benesh, Heritage’s chief strategy
officer, said the boots and dog tags have an
“incredible” provenance since they have
been with Alda ever since the series ended.

“It was pretty thrilling that what he chose
to keep was something that endured with
him episode after episode, season after sea-

LM Otero/AP

Combat boots and dog tags worn by
Alan Alda on the beloved television series
“M*A*S*H"” are up for auction July 28.

son, throughout the entire run of
‘M*A*S*H,”” Benesh said.

Alda said that auctioning the items off af-
ter all of these decades made sense to him.
“I saw this as a chance to put them to work
again,” he said.

The money raised from the auction will
go to the Alan Alda Center for Communicat-
ing Science at Stony Brook University in
New York, a center he helped start to help
scientists and doctors communicate better
by applying improvisational exercises and
communication strategies.

Alda, who announced in 2018 that he had
Parkinson’s disease, said he uses some of
the same acting skills to deal with the dis-
ease’s effects. The disease, he said, is “a lit-
tle like improvisation: It gives you some-
thing you didn’t expect.” But, he said, “if
you work on it, you get somewhere.”

Taylor Swift adds 14 new

European tour dates

Taylor Swift announced Wednesday that
she’s adding 14 new dates to next year’s Eu-
ropean leg of The Eras Tour.

The new dates next May include an extra
show each in Paris, Stockholm and Lisbon.
The following month, Swift will perform an
extra show in Lyon, France, before heading
to the U.K. for an additional night each in
Edinburgh, Liverpool and London. She’ll
complete the British Isles with an extra
night in Dublin, before celebrating the
Fourth of July in Amsterdam.

Swift’s July 2024 will also feature an addi-
tional night in Milan, as well as two in Gel-
senkirchen, Germany, about 35 miles
northeast of Diisseldorf. In August, she add-
ed an extra night in Warsaw and Vienna.
She then returns to London to complete the
tour with three more nights.

Other news

B Meghan Trainor has welcomed her
second child with husband Daryl Sabara.
The “All About That Bass” singer an-
nounced the July 1 arrival of another baby
boy Tuesday on Instagram. The couple’s
first son, Riley, was born in February 2021.

B Coco Lee, a Hong Kong-born singer
and songwriter who had a highly successful
career in Asia, has died by suicide, her si-
blings said Wednesday. She was 48. The
star had been suffering from depression for
several years, Lee’s elder sisters Carol and
Nancy Lee said on social media.

From wire reports
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Woman rescued after days
stuck in swamp, police say

MA EASTON — A Massa-

chusetts woman who
went missing last week has been
found alive in a swampy area of a
state park after hikers heard the
woman’s cries for help, police said.

Emma Tetewsky, 31, was report-
ed missing on June 26, and policein
recent days had appealed to the
public for help in finding her.

Officers were called Monday
evening to Borderland State Park,
about 30 miles south of Boston, af-
ter hikers called 911 and reported
hearing a woman’s screams com-
ing from a swampy area of the
park, according to Easton Police in-
vestigators.

Police arrived and heard Tetew-
sky’s cries but couldn’t see her.
Then, three officers waded about
50 feet through the swamp to reach
Tetewsky, authorities said.

Investigators said the woman
might have been trapped in the
swampy area for at least three
days.

Tetewsky was taken to a hospital
with what investigators described
as serious but not life-threatening
injuries.

Woman dies after alligator
attack near lagoon

s HILTON HEAD IS-

LAND — A South Car-
olina woman died Tuesday after
she was attacked by an alligator
while walking her dog near a golf
course, authorities said.

The 69-year-old woman, who has
not been named, was found dead in
the Spanish Wells community of
Hilton Head Island, the Beaufort
County Sheriff’s Office said in a
news release.

The woman was found at the
edge of a lagoon bordering a golf
course. An alligator appeared to be
guarding the woman, interrupting
emergency rescue efforts, the
sheriff’s office said.

The alligator was safely re-
moved and the woman’s body was
recovered. An autopsy is pending.

The dog was found safe, said
Maj. Angela Viens, a sheriff’s office
spokesperson.

Plan to demolish house

prompts objections
I BOISE — Objections
have been raised to de-

molishing the house where four
University of Idaho students were
killed last year, with members of
three of the victims’ families sig-
naling it should be preserved until
after the trial of the man charged in
the deaths.

Shanon Gray, an attorney for the
family of Kaylee Goncalves, one of
the stabbing victims, said the uni-
versity is disregarding families’ re-
quests that the home be left stand-
ing until after the trial of Bryan
Kohberger, which is set to begin in
October, the Idaho Statesman
reported.

The bodies of Goncalves, Madi-
son Mogen, Xana Kernodle and

Speed Racer at Anime Expo

An attendee of the Anime Expo, AX, an anime convention held in Los Angeles, rides an electric unicycle, on Tuesday, in downtown Los Angeles.

Ethan Chapin were found Nov. 13
at the rental home across the street
from the University of Idaho cam-
pus. Kohberger is charged with
four counts of murder in connec-
tion with their deaths.

The owner of the property donat-
ed it to the school after the killings,
and the university announced ear-
lier this year that it was planning to
demolish the home. University
spokesperson Jodi Walker said the
school wants the house gone before
the start of the fall semester.

Gray also represents the Gon-
calves and Mogen families in tort
claims filed against the university,
the city of Moscow and Idaho State
Police. That step preserves the
families’ rights to sue the govern-
ment entities if they choose in con-
nection with the deaths of their
children.

Police: Man missing since
2015 came home next day

HOUSTON — A Texas
man who went missing
as a teenager in 2015 returned
home the next day but he and his
mother deceived officers by giving
false names over the ensuing eight
years, police said Thursday.
Houston police detectives said
prosecutors have declined to bring
false report charges against Janie
Santana and her son, Rudolph “Ru-
dy” Farias IV, but that their investi-
gation is continuing.
The announcement came a week
after police said they found Farias
after receiving a call about a person

lying on the ground in front of a
southeast Houston church.
Authorities had not previously
said where Farias, now 25, spent
the eight years since he was report-
ed missing after taking his two dogs
for a walk near his family’s home in
northeast Houston. He was hospi-
talized after police found him last
week and detectives interviewed
him and his mother on Wednesday.

Ex-officer pleads guilty
to COVID-19 relief fraud

F MIAMI — A former

South Florida police offi-
cer pleaded guilty Monday to steal-
ing about $285,000in COVID-19re-
lief funds.

Former Miami-Dade police offi-
cer Samuel Harris, 43, pleaded
guilty to wire fraud in Miami feder-
al court, according to court docu-
ments. He faces up to 20 years in
prison at a sentencing hearing
scheduled for Sept. 25.

According to court documents,
Harris falsely claimed in a June
2020 Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram loan application that his busi-
ness, Oregen Digital Inc., had 10
employees and a monthly payroll
of more than $50,000. Prosecutors
said Harris obtained a forgivable
loan of $125,579.

Harris also falsely claimed in a
Economic Injury Disaster Loan ap-
plication submitted to the Small
Business Administration that Ore-
gen had annual gross revenues of
more than $859,000 and 10 em-
ployees. Prosecutors said Harris

received a $10,000 advance that did
not need to be repaid and $149,900
in loan proceeds.

The Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram involves billions of dollars in
forgivable small-business loans for
Americans struggling because of
the COVID-19 pandemic. The mon-
ey must be used to pay employees,
mortgage interest, rent and utili-
ties.

Govemor fills high court
seat with party chairman

LITTLE ROCK — Gov.

Sarah Huckabee San-
ders on Monday named state Repu-
blican Party chairman and former
federal prosecutor Cody Hiland to
the Arkansas Supreme Court, giv-
ing it a conservative majority as
justices prepare to take up a chal-
lenge to her education overhaul.

Hiland was appointed to fill the
vacancy created by the death of
Justice Robin Wynne last month
and will hold the seat until 2025
when a newly elected justice takes
office. Hiland can’t run in next
year’s election for the seat since he
was appointed.

The appointment pushes further
to the right a court that’s been the
focus of expensive and heated rac-
es in recent years. Arkansas’ Su-
preme Court seats are nonpartisan,
but conservative groups have spent
heavily over the years trying to flip
control of the seven-member court.

Hiland had been nominated as
U.S. attorney for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Arkansas by President Do-

DAmIAN DOVARGANES/AP

nald Trump in 2017 and served in
that position through 2020. He is a
former state prosecutor and has
served as state GOP chairman
since December. He also worked
on Sanders’ campaign for governor
as a senior adviser.

Actor out of prison in case
tied to cult-like group

c DUBLIN — The televi-
sion actor Allison Mack,
who pleaded guilty for her role in a
sex-trafficking case tied to the cult-
like group NXIVM, has been re-
leased from a California prison, ac-
cording to a government website.

Mack, best known for her role as
ayoung Superman’s close friend on
“Smallville,” was sentenced to
three years behind bars in 2021 af-
ter pleading guilty two years ear-
lier to charges that she manipulat-
ed women into becoming sex
slaves for NXIVM leader Keith Ra-
niere.

Online records maintained by
the Federal Bureau of Prisons said
Mack, 40, was released Monday
from a federal prison in Dublin,
Calif. Her release was first report-
ed by the Albany Times-Union.

Mack avoided a longer prison
term by cooperating with federal
authorities in their case against Ra-
niere, who was ultimately sen-
tenced to 120 years in prison after
being convicted on sex-trafficking
charges.

From The Associated Press
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OPINION

The US must wake up to rivalry in the Arctic

By KENNETH R. RosEN
Special to The Washington Post

sfaras U.S. policy goes, the Arctic

is synonymous with Alaska. And

that’s a growing problem. Climate

change, military competition and
the search for natural resources are turning
the frozen north into a hotbed of global rival-
ry. The United States must start thinking big-
ger or risk being left behind.

Admittedly, the region is poorly defined,
even among scientists and the eight Arctic
Council members. Some propose a latitudi-
nal boundary of 66.5 degrees north of the
equator; others prefer atopographic bounda-
ry (the area to the north of wooded country)
or a temperature boundary (median July
temperature below 10 degrees Celsius).
Based on my conversations with Arctic re-
searchers in seven countries, as well as my
travels in the Arctic, the U.S. government
and military need a definition that includes
far-north allies in a joint commitment to keep
the Arctic free and peaceful.

Strategic rivals are moving quickly to
dominate the region. Over the past decade,
Russia has reopened and modernized up-
ward of S0 Cold War-era bases along the
necklace of its Arctic coastline of roughly
15,000 miles. China has invested in liquefied
natural gas (LNG) projects in the Russian
north. India has also invested in energy and
mineral resources in the Arctic as its econo-
my rapidly expands. One researcher who
frequents the Arctic aboard U.S. Coast
Guard icebreakers for scientific missions ex-
pressed shock “we weren’t paying more at-
tention” to the region.

An updated National Strategy for the Arc-
tic Region, released by the White House last
autumn, was disappointing. Like its prede-

cessor from the Obama era, the strategy
lacked concrete steps and actionable plans,
while once again painting the Arctic as a re-
mote and peculiar afterthought for the na-
tion, home to poor infrastructure and lacking
access to health care. And yet, there are signs
of progress that might point the way to an ef-
fective, though belated, future strategy. In
2020, the State Department opened a consul-
ate inNuuk, Greenland; the same year,a U.S.
coordinator for the Arctic region was ap-
pointed. In the past year, a diplomatic mis-
sion in Tromso, Norway, has opened, and two
new positions have been created to focus on
the region: an ambassador at large for the
Arctic region at the State Department and a
deputy assistant secretary of defense for
Arctic and global resilience working at the
Pentagon. The Northern Warfare Training
Center in Alaska prepares twice as many
troops than in years past. A $600 million-plus
project will create Alaska’s first deep-water
port in Nome.

There is much more to be done. “I've been
making the case for years on the need to es-
tablish greater American presence in the
Arctic — vessels, personnel and ports — as
America’s strategic rivals lay claim to this
important region,” Sen. Dan Sullivan, R-
Alaska, said last year. The United States
must also update its northernmost military
facility, in Qaanaaq, Greenland, to take ac-
count of rising temperatures and thawing
permafrost, which are damaging aircraft
runways. It’s time to expand the U.S. fleet of
icebreaker ships instead of relying on other
nations’ fleets. Ratifying the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea would put
the United States on equal footing with Rus-
sia and other nations staking claims to re-
sources extending to the North Pole.

Further, the United States should shoulder
the burden of integrated Arctic defense by
filling gaps in surveillance, specifically in the
North Atlantic between Greenland and Ice-
land and the United Kingdom. U.S. drones
can keep an eye on remote arctic regions,
while imagery from surveillance satellites is
more widely shared with Arctic allies, rather
than relying on infrastructure and equip-
ment owned and operated by those allies who
are already turning their defense strategies
homeward. American forces should partici-
pate more regularly in NATO Arctic exercis-
es. (American B-1 bombers and F-35s joined
an exercise in the Nordic region for the first
time in June.) The long-running dispute be-
tween the United States and Canada over the
boundary of the Beaufort Sea — north of
Alaska and Yukon — should be resolved in a
display of good faith to enhance cooperation
with Canada (another state whose Arctic pol-
icy is turning more inward) in modernizing
the NORAD network of air defense systems.
Such steps would illustrate a previously un-
seen U.S. commitment to being a coopera-
tive, not passive, regional partner while ex-
panding the vision of a more global Arctic.

Competition among great powers cannot
be avoided, but it can be ignored. Despite the
actions of our rivals, Washington has made
only modest efforts toincrease its Arctic foot-
print, both in Alaska and beyond. A longer
and wider vision is required to meet overt
and covert threats. That starts with the Unit-
ed States coming to understand that the Arc-
ticisnotjust Alaska plusice;itreaches across
the northern flank and is a key to national se-
curity, global stability and climate resilience.

Kenneth R. Rosen is a journalist who is writing a book about a
new cold war in the Arctic.

Why blocking student loan plan is healthy for politics

By JoNnAH GOLDBERG

Tribune Content Agency
ast week, the Supreme Court scut-
tled the Biden administration’s at-
tempt to forgive more than $400 bil-
lion in student loan debt.

As a matter of policy, broad-based student
debt cancellation remains a terrible idea for a
host of reasons.

While targeting relatively small debts held
by lower income community college gradu-
atesismore defensible, sweeping studentdebt
forgiveness is regressive, rewarding people
withanasset—acollege orgraduate degree—
whoare better equipped to pay it offthan other
debt-burdened Americans. Atatime whenthe
government is still fighting inflation, it was
“reckless” —in the words of Obama adminis-
tration chief economist Jason Furman — to
pump billions into the economy.

Finally, it’s counterproductive on its own
terms. The debt payment moratorium, imple-
mented by the Trump administration and ex-
tended by PresidentJoe Biden, hasledtomore
borrowing. According to a University of Chi-
cago study summarized in The Economist,
“the pause in student-loan payments caused
borrowers to rack up more debt, notless.”

But if Democrats want to ignore economic
reality and reward a key constituency by hav-
ing other people pay their debts, they’re free to
doso. There’sjust one hitch. Congressneedsto
doit.

In 2021, Biden questioned how much au-
thority he had to cancel student debt “by sign-
ing with a pen” and then-House Speaker Nan-

cy Pelosi said he didn’t have the authority todo
that. But under intense pressure from the left
of their party, they reversed course. They dis-
covered a ridiculous pretense under the 2003
HEROES Act and reversed the Department
of Education’s standing opinion.

Fortunately, the Supreme Court upheld the
constitutional separation of powers. Con-
gress, not the president, has the power of the
purse.

“Ifmy fellow citizens wanttogoto Hell,” Su-
preme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes
Jr., famously said, “I will help them. It’s my
job.”

Holmes’ reputation as a philosopher-jurist
and civil libertarian has long been in need of a
sharp revision. Holmes was a majoritarian,
and because he was a jurist during the Pro-
gressive Era, his judicial restraint — a refusal
to strike down government actions during a
time of government expansion — was ad-
mired by those seeking to expand the govern-
ment. But Holmes had a point. It’s not the Su-
preme Court’s job to stop politicians and the
voters who elected them from making bad de-
cisions so long as they don’t violate the Consti-
tution in the process.

The problem is that after decades of the jud-
icial and executive branches doing Congress’
job — often at the behest of a dysfunctional
Congress unwilling or unable to live up to its
responsibilities — judicial restraint is now
seen asjudicial activism. The court didn’t rule
that student debt can’t be forgiven,; it merely
said that government has to do it right or don’t
doitatall.

Whatever you think is the right policy on
student debt, I think this is very good news for
our politics. The accumulation of power in the
presidency has fueled polarization by making
presidential elections look like parliamentary
elections in which new presidents have
sweeping authority to do whatever they want.
Butourconstitutional orderis not designed for
thesekinds of zero-sum politics. The presiden-
cy is not equipped to legislate.

Executive orders can be reversed by the
nextexecutive. Because the bases of both par-
ties don’t know or care about how policy ends
are achieved, every new administration
swings forthe fences, trying todoasmuch asit
can get away with, to the cheers of their parti-
sans in Congress and media. And they’re soon
swept from power as a result.

Hence the great paradox of American poli-
tics today: You can get what you want if you
win more elections, but to win more elections
youneed to ask for less.

This cycle of overreach and correction was
made possible by a Supreme Court that has
long turned a blind eye to the separation of
powers.

The shift toward better politics may have al-
ready begun. On Monday, Vice President Ka-
mala Harris told NPR, “Look, we have three
branchesof government. The courttook rights
from the people of America. Congress can put
those rights back in place. We cannot through
executive action. Congress can.”

Jonah Goldberg is editor-in-chief of The Dispatch and the host
of The Remnant podcast.
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SCOREBOARD/NBA

PRO SOCCER CYCLING PRO BASKETBALL

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
Cincinnati 13 2 5 4 32 21
Nashville 11 5 5 38 30 16
NewEngland 10 3 7 37 35 25
Columbus 10 6 5 35 42 29
Philadelphia 10 6 4 34 34 22
Orlando City 9 5 7 34 32 23
Atlanta 8 5 8 32 39 35
D.C. United 8 9 5 29 30 28
CF Montréal 810 2 26 20 28
Charlotte FC 6 8 7 25 28 36
NYCFC 5 710 25 23 27
New York 5 7 8 23 18 20
Chicago 5 7 8 23 26 31
Toronto FC 3 910 19 18 31
Inter MiamiCF 5 13 2 17 20 31

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
SaintLouisSC 11 7 2 35 39 24
Seattle 9 7 5 32 25 18
LAFC 9 6 5 32 29 23
Real SaltLake 8 7 6 30 26 31
FC Dallas 8 8 5 29 23 23
San Jose 7 7 7 28 25 28
Houston 8 9 3 27 24 26
Austin FC 7 8 5 26 25 28
Vancouver 6 6 7 25 30 26
Sporting KC 6 10 6 24 26 30
Minnesota 6 7 6 24 21 25
Portland 5 9 7 22 23 31
LA Galaxy 4 9 7 19 20 32
Colorado 2 10 8 14 14 29

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Tuesday, July 4

Columbus 2, Miami 2, tie

Orlando City 4, Toronto FC 0

D.C. United 1, FC Dallas 0

Portland at Colorado

Saint Louis City SC at LA Galaxy ppd.

LA Galaxy 2, Los Angeles FC 1
Wednesday’s game

Charlotte FC 1, New York City FC 1, tie

Saturday’s games

Cincinnati at Charlotte FC

New York City FC at Columbus
Miami at D.C. United

Atlanta at CF Montréal

New England at New York

Saint Louis City SC at Toronto FC
Nashville at Chicago

Sporting Kansas City at Houston
Austin FC at Minnesota

FC Dallas at Colorado

Orlando City at Real Salt Lake
Philadelphia at LA Galaxy

San Jose at Los Angeles FC
Seattle at Vancouver

Wednesday, July 12

Atlanta at New England

Cincinnati at New York

CF Montréal at Chicago

Minnesota at Houston

Real Salt Lake at Sporting Kansas City
Philadelphia at Nashville

Seattle at San Jose

Austin FC at Vancouver

Saint Louis City SC at Los Angeles FC

Saturday, July 15

Orlando City at Atlanta
Nashville at Cincinnati

Charlotte FC at CF Montréal

D.C. United at New England

New York City FC at Philadelphia
Sporting Kansas City at Austin FC
Toronto FC at Chicago

Los Angeles FC at Minnesota
Miami at Saint Louis City SC
Houston at Colorado

New York at Real Salt Lake
Columbus at Portland

FC Dallas at Seattle

LA Galaxy at Vancouver

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
North Carolina 8 4 2 26 20 11
Portland 7 3 4 25 33 19
OL Reign 7 4 3 24 23 17
Washington 6 3 5 23 20 19
Gotham FC 6 4 4 22 15 13
San Diego 6 6 2 20 19 16
Houston 4 4 6 18 10 11
Louisville 3 4 7 16 17 15
Orlando 5 8 1 16 14 21
Kansas City 5 9 0 15 16 24
Angel City 3 6 5 14 16 22
Chicago 4 9 1 13 18 33

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday’s games
OL Reign at Orlando
Kansas City at Louisville
Chicago at Houston

Saturday’s game
Washington at San Diego
Sunday’s games

Portland at Gotham FC
North Carolina at Angel City

Tour de France

Wednesday
Fifth Stage
101.2 miles from Pau to Laruns

1. Jai Hindley, Australia, Bora-Hans-
grohe/Ger, 3:57:07s.

2. Giulio Ciccone, Italy, LIDL-Trek/USA,
:32s behind.

3.Felix Gall, Austria, AGZR Citroen Team,
same time.

4. Emanuel Buchmann, Germany, Bora-
Hansgrohe/Ger, same time.

5. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark, Jumbo-
Visma, :34.

6. Skjelmose Mattias Jensen, Denmark,
Lidl-Trek, 1:38 behind.

7. Daniel Felipe Martinez Poveda, Col-
ombia, Ineos Grenadiers, same time.

8. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia, UAE Team
Emirates, same time.

9. David Gaudu, France, Groupama-FDJ/
Fra, same time.

10. Carlos Rodriguez Cano, Spain, Ineos
Grenadiers, same time.

Also

12.SepB Kuss United States, Jumbo-Vis-
ma, 1:38 behind

22. Matteo Jorgenson, United States,
Movistar Team, 1:57.

49. Kevin Vermaerke, United States,
Team dsm-firmenich, 11:0

56. G. Lawson Craddock ‘United States,
Team Jayco-Alula, same time.

106. Neilson Powless, United States, EF
Education-EasyPost, 22:24.

136. Quinn Simmons, United States, Lidl-
Trek, 27:19.

Overall Standings

1. Jai Hindley, Australia, Bora-Hans-
grohe, 22:15:12s.

2. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark, Jumbo-
Visma, :47s behind.
1 33 Giulio Ciccone, Italy, LIDL-Trek/USA,

4. Emanuel Buchmann, Germany, Bora-
Hansgrohe/Ger, 1:11.

5. Adam Yates, Great Britain, UAE Team
Emirates, 1:34.

6. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia, UAE Team
Emirates, 1:40.

7. Simon Yates, Great Britain, Team Jay-
co-Alula, same time.

8. Skjelmose Mattias Jensen, Denmark,
Lidl-Trek, 1:56

9. Carlos Rodriguez Cano, Spain, Ineos
Grenadiers, same time.

10. David Gaudu, France, Groupama-
FDJ/Fra, same time‘.\I
so

16.Sepp Kuss, United States, Jumbo-Vis-
ma, 3:15s behind.

46. Matteo Jorgenson, United States,
Movistar Team, 23:12.

80. Neilson Powless, United States, EF
Education-EasyPost, 36:20.

84. G. Lawson Craddock, United States,
Team Jayco-Alula, 39:17.

91. Kevin Vermaerke, United States,
Team dsm-firmenich, 43:32.

144. Quinn Simmons, United States, Trek
Segafredo 1:01:22.

Young Riders Standings

1. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia, UAE Team
Emirates, 22:16:52s.

2. Skjelmose Mattias Jensen, Denmark,
LIDL-Trek, :16s behind.

3. Carlos Rodriguez Cano, Spain, Ineos
Grenadiers, same time.

4. Tom Pidcock, Great Britian, Ineos Gre-
nadiers, :56.

5 Felix Gall, Austria, AGZR Citroen Team,
4:2

6 "Matthew Dinham, Australia, Team
DSM-Firmenich, 16:46.

7. Mathieu Burgaudeau, France, TotalE-
nergies, 19:12.

8. Tobias Halland Johannessen, Norway,
Uno-X Pro Cycling Team, 19:48.

9. Matteo Jorgenson, United States, Mo-
vistar Team, 21:32.

10. Maxim Van Gils, Belgium, Lotto
DSTNY/BEL, 26:47.

Mountain Standings
81 Eellx Gall, Austria, AGZR Citroen Team,

28 pts
192 Giulio Ciccone, Italy, LIDL-Trek/USA,

3. Jai Hindley, Australia, Bora-Hans-
grohe/Ger, 18

4. Neilson Powless, United States, EF
Education-EasyPost, 18.

5. Daniel Felipe Martinez Poveda, Col-
ombia, Ineos Grenadiers, 15.

6. Emanuel Buchmann, Germany, Bora-
Hansgrohe/Ger, 14.

7. Krists Neilands, Latvia, Israel-Primier
Tech/ISR, 8.

8. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia, UAE Team
Emirates, 7.

9. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark, Jumbo-
Visma, 6.

10. Jack Haig, Australia, Bahrain Victo-
rious/BRN, 5.

Wednesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

MLB — Suspended New York Yankees
RHP Jimmy Cordero for the remainder of
the 2023 season and post-season for vio-
lating joint domestic violence, sexual
abuse and child abuse policy.

American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Selected the
contracts of OF Colton Cowser and RHP
Eduard Bazardo from Norfolk (IL). Op-
tioned OF Ryan McKenna to Norfolk. Des-
ignated C Anthony Bemboom and RHP
Chris Vallimont for assignment.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Agreed to terms
with RHP Jordan Holloway on a minor
league contract.

DETROIT TIGERS — Optioned RHP Gar-
rett Hill to Toledo (IL). Reinstated LHP
Eduardo Rodriguez from the 15-day IL.

HOUSTON ASTROS — Optioned LHP
Parker Mushinski to Sugar land (PCL).

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Recalled RHP
Dylan Coleman from Omaha (IL). Placed
RHP Zack Greinke on the 15-day IL.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Recalled RHP
Zack Weiss from Salt Lake (PCL). Optioned
RHP Gerardo Reyes to Salt lake.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Reinstated RHP
Cole Sands from the 15-day IL. Optioned
RHP Josh Winder to St. Paul (IL).

NEW YORK YANKEES — Recalled RHP
Randy Vasquez from Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre (IL). Placed RHP Jimmy Cordero on
the restricted list. Optioned RHP Randy
Vasquez to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Selected the con-
tract of LHP Tommy Milone from Tacoma
(PCL). Optioned RHP Darren McCaughan
to Tacoma. Transferred RHP Penn Murfee
from the 15-day IL to the 60-day IL.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Optioned LHP Jalen
Beeks to Durham (IL). Recalled RHP Luis
Patino from Durham.

National League

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Sent RHP
Ricky Vanasco outright to Oklahoma City
(PCL). Recalled LHP Bryan Hudson from
Oklahoma City. Optioned RHP Gavin Stone
to Oklahoma City.

MIAMI MARLINS — Recalled SS Garrett
Hampson from Jacksonville (IL).

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Placed 1B
Rowdy Tellez on the 10-day IL. Released
LHP Thomas Pannone. Reinstated 3B Brian
Anderson from the paternity list. Desig-
nated 3B Mike Brosseau for assignment.
Selected the contract of RHP J.C. Mejia
from Nashville (IL). Optioned LHP Clayton
Andrews and RHP J.B. Bukauskas to Nash-
ville. Recalled RHP Tyson Miller from
Nashville.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Recalled RHP
Yohan Ramirez from Indianapolis (IL). Op-
tioned RHP Luis Ortiz to Indianapolis.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Placed RHP
Adam Wainwright on the 15-day IL and C
Andrew Knizner on the 10-day IL. Recalled
C Ivan Herrera, RHP Dakota Hudson and
LHP Zack Thompson from Memphis (IL).
Optioned RHP James Naile to Memphis.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Recalled
OF Alex Call from Rochester (IL). Designat-
ed OF Derek Hill for assignment.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

BROOKLYN NETS — Signed F Jalen Wil-
son to a two-way contract.

DETROIT PISTONS — Signed G Marcus
Sasser to a rookie contract.

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS — Waived G
Garrett Temple.

SAN ANTONIO SPURS — Signed G Sir’Ja-
bari Rice to a two-waz contract.

FOOTBALL

National Football League
MIAMI DOLPHINS — Signed CB Cam

Smith.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League

BOSTON BRUINS — Signed C Jakub Lau-
ko to a two-year contract.

BUFFALO SABRES — Signed D Kale
Clague to a one-year, two-way contract.

DETROIT RED WINGS — Named Kris
Draper assistant general manager and di-
rector of amateur scouting.

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Signed F Rasmus
Asplund to a one-year, two-way contract.

MONTREAL CANADIENS — Signed D Da-
vid Reinbacher to a three-year, entry-level
contract.

NEW YORK ISLANDERS — Signed F Julien
Gauthier to a two-year, contract and Fs
Karson Kuhiman and Brian Pinho to one-
year, two-way contracts.

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS — Signed D Ron-
nie Attard to a two-year contract.

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Signed D
Ehaie Priskie to a one-year, two-way con-

ract.

WINNIPEG JETS — Signed G Domenic Di-
Vincentiis to a three-year, entry-level con-

tract.
SOCCER
Major League Soccer

ATLANTA UNITED — Acquired $400,000in
general allocation money (GAM) and a
2023 internationals roster slot from Col-
orado Rapids in exchange for D Andrew
Gutman.

D.C. UNITED — Acquired a 2024 second-
round SuperDraft pick and a conditional
$50,000 in general allocation money from
New England in exchange for the right of
first refusal for M lan Harkes.

LOS ANGELES FC — Acquired $1,750,000
in general allocation money (GAM) from
Montreal in exchange for F Kwadwo ‘Ma-
hala’ Opoku.

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION — Signed M
lan Harkes to a one-year contract.

PHILADELPHIA UNION — Loaned M Bran-
dan Craig to Austin FC though the end of
the season in exchange for a 2024 third-
round SuperDraft pick and up to $125,000
in general allocation money (GAM).

SEATTLE SOUNDERS FC — Acquired
$150,000 in general allocation money
(GAM) from Columbus in exchange for a
2023 international roster slot.

National Women’s Soccer League

GOTHAM FC — Signed F Katie Stengel on
loan from Liverpool FC through Sept. 3.

COLLEGE

RUTGERS — Named Jeanine Wasielew-
ski assistant women’s basketball coach.

TENNESSEE — Extended the contract of
Ryanh Ridder as head men’s basketball
coach.

WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
W L Pct GB
New York 12 4 750 —
Connecticut 12 5 .706 V2
Washington 9 7 .563 3
Atlanta 8 8 .500 4
Chicago 8 9 471 4%
Indiana 5 12 294 7%

WESTERN CONFERENCE
w L Pct GB
Las Vegas 16 1 941 —
Minnesota 8 9 471 8
Dallas 8 9 471 8
Los Angeles 7 11 389 9%
Seattle 4 12 .250 11'%2
Phoenix 3 13 .188 12%

Tuesday’s games
No games scheduled.
Wednesday’s games

New York 99, Phoenix 95
Minnesota 90, Indiana 83
Las Vegas 89, Dallas 82
Atlanta 90, Los Angeles 79

Thursday’s games
Seattle at Connecticut
Friday’s games

Indiana at Washington
Atlanta at Chicago

Las Vegas at Dallas
Phoenix at Minnesota

Saturday’s games
Seattle at New York

World rankings
Through July 3

1. Scottie Scheffler 12.16

2. Jon Rahm 10.00

3. Rory Mcllroy 9.22

4. Patrick Cantlay 7.41

5. Viktor Hovland 6.55

6. Xander Schauffele 6.35

7. Cameron Smith 5.46

8. Max Homa 5.24

9. Matt Fitzpatrick 5.23
10. Jordan Spieth 4.82
11. Wyndham Clark 4.61
12.  Brooks Koepka 4.54
13.  Will Zalatoris 4.42
14. Tony Finau 437
15.  Tyrrell Hatton 431
16. Sam Burns 4.28
17. Keegan Bradley 4,24
18. Collin Morikawa 4.15
19. Cameron Young 4.12
20. Justin Thomas 4.06
21. Tommy Fleetwood 3.65
22. Sungjae Im 3.62
23. Rickie Fowler 3.56
24. Kurt Kitayama 3.40
25. Tom Kim 337
26. Brian Harman 3.07
27. Jason Day 3.05
28. Justin Rose 2.99
29. Russell Henley 2.91
30. Shane Lowry 2.90
31. Corey Conners 2.88
32. Sahith Theegala 2.88
33. Hideki Matsuyama 2.88
34. Denny McCarthy 2.77
35.  SiWoo Kim 2.68

AUTO RACING

NASCAR Cup points leaders

Through July 2
1. Martin Truex Jr 591
2. William Byron 582
3. Ross Chastain 573
4. Christopher Bell 570
5. Kyle Busch 560
6. Denny Hamlin 538
7. Kevin Harvick 523
8. KyleLarson 521
9. Ryan Blaney 506
10. Joey Logano 491
11. Chris Buescher 476
12. Tyler Reddick 463
13. Brad Keselowski 463
14. Ricky Stenhouse Jr 418
15. Bubba Wallace 387
16. Ty Gibbs 378
17. Daniel Suarez 372
18. Michael McDowell 368
19. AJ Allmendinger 354
20. Alex Bowman 352
21. Justin Haley 333
22. Austin Cindric 333
23. Corey Laloie 331
24. Chase Elliott 323
25. Ryan Preece 312
26. Todd Gilliland 299
27. Aric Almirola 297

ReBeccA BLACKWELL/AP

Grant Williams, left, is going from
the Celtics to the Mavericks as
part of a three-team trade.

Source:
Mavs get
Williams

By SCHUYLER DixoN
Associated Press

The Dallas Mavericks are acquir-
ing Grant Williams from Bostonin a
sign-and-trade deal that includes
the San Antonio Spurs, a person
with knowledge of the agreement
said Wednesday night.

Dallas is sending guard Reggie
Bullock and a 2030 pick swap to the
Spurs, while the Mavericks and Cel-
tics will receive multiple second-
round picks, according to a person
who spoke to The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity because
no trades could be finalized before
Thursday.

Williams’ contract is for $54 mil-
lion over four years.

The Mavericks made it clear they
thought their roster needed work
after missing the playoffs when the
pairing of Luka Doncic and Kyrie
Irving faltered in the two months af-
ter the blockbuster deal that
brought Irving from Brooklyn in
February.

Irving and the Mavs have agreed
on a $126 million, three-year con-
tract that should become official
when free-agent deals can be
signed. Center Dwight Powell also
is set to return.

The 6-foot-6 Williams will change
the look of the Dallas frontcourt
with the lanky, offensive-minded
Christian Wood not expected to re-
turn. The 24-year-old averaged ca-
reer highs of 8.1 points and 4.6 re-
bounds in his fourth season with the
Celtics.

Dallas wants torediscover the de-
fensive mentality that helped fuel a
run to the Western Conference fi-
nals in 2022. But it will have to be
with anew set of key defensive piec-
es. The departure of Bullock comes
after Dorian Finney-Smith went to
the Nets in the Irving deal.
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TRACK & FIELD/MLB

AsHLEY LANDIS/AP

Anna Hall wins a heat in the women’s heptathlon 200-meter run at the World Athletics Championships on
last July in Eugene, Ore. Hall’s energetic nature has made her a standout star in track and field.

Spirited Hall has world title
on mind, record in sights

By PAT GRAHAM
Associated Press
eptathlete Anna Hall
isn’t one to hold back
her emotions. Those
grimaces or dances
reveal her precise thoughts about a
particular jump, throw or run.

She’s an open book, too — with
her journal. The reigning world
bronze medalist encourages her
coaches to scan her entries for in-
sight into her workout mindset.
(The doodles happen to be a nice
bonus.)

The fun-loving, candy-chomping
22-year-old from Colorado who la-
bels herself a “big goofball” is
emerging as the next big name in
track and field. She might even be
the one to break Jackie Joyner-
Kersee’s nearly 35-year-old world
heptathlon record.

“What I see are all the tools to re-
write the record books,” Joyner-
Kersee said in a phone interview on
the eve of the U.S. championships
that start Thursday at Hayward
Field in Eugene, Ore. “You’re see-
ing greatness in motion without
even knowing the greatness is be-
fore you, because of her natural
ability. When you see Anna com-
pete, she competes with joy.”

She may even have with her a
package of Nerds Gummy Clus-
ters, her candy of choice for an
energy boost in between the seven
events spread over two days of
competition. She will for sure be
clowning around with her coaches,
family, fans in the stands and her

competitors.

Just Hall being Hall.

“Ifeellike the way that I compete
in a multi-event is a little bit unor-
thodox,” said Hall, whose pre-com-
petition routine includes drinking
grape juice for good luck. “I'm
bouncing around between every
event and dancing. I’'m trying to be
loose and just trying to enjoy it.”

Each season, Hall scribbles
goals on sticky notes and posts
them all over her mirror. That way,
they’re constantly seen.

Last year, one of her goals was
earning a podium spot at the world
championships in Eugene. She did
just that by taking home a bronze
medal in the event won by Belgi-
um’s Nafissatou Thiam.

About this season’s sticky-note
goals on her mirror: “Top secret,”
she said.

But they’re not too hard to de-
cipher. Make the U.S. team for
worlds — the top three earn spots
— and she would be among the fa-
vorites next month in Budapest,
Hungary. An American woman
hasn’t won the heptathlon title at
worlds since Joyner-Kersee in
1993.

And yes, Joyner-Kersee’s world
record is very much on Hall’s
mind. Joyner-Kersee set the mark
of 7,291 points in taking home gold
at the 1988 Seoul Olympics. It’s a
performance Hall has watched
over and over again.

Really, though, that’s a quest for
down the road. Hall’s concentra-
tion is simply on her events Thurs-

day, which include 100 hurdles,
high jump, shot put and the 200.
Day 2 on Fridayis the long jump, ja-
velin and finally the 800, which is
simultaneously her favorite and
least favorite event.

“It’s not so much about chasing a
giant score,” Hall explained.
“We’re just using this as a stepping
stone so we can get right back to
training for worlds.”

Hall’s in peak form, recording a
career-best score of 6,988 points on
May 28 in Gotzis, Austria. That per-
formance moved her toNo. S on the
women’s all-time world list.

That performance was also
enough to convince her team to put
her plans for the 400-meter hurdles
on hold, an event she was hoping to
run at nationals.

“Ilove the hurdles but my coach-
es ultimately decided that we have
areal shot at winning (at worlds),”
explained Hall, whose father, Da-
vid, was a quarterback at Michigan
along with playing basketball and
being a decathlete. “So it would be
taking that for granted to not put all
of our eggs in that basket and go for
that.”

In the stadium at worlds was
Joyner-Kersee, who’s gotten the
chance to know Hall and her fam-
ily. She believes gold is in Hall’s fu-
ture.

That world record, too.

“I’ve watched many multi-even-
ters over the years. But I have not
seen one like Anna,” Joyner-Ker-
see said. “There’s no give-up in her.
She reminds me of myself.”

Reds enjoy winning
behind De La Cruz

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Elly De La
Cruz walked through the club-
house wearing a shirt with his face
and nickname, “La Cocoa,” on it.
Sitting at his locker facing the rest
of the room, Joey Votto joked to a
nearby coach that he should let the
kids play.

The kids are playing, all right,
and the Cincinnati Reds are win-
ning as a result.

Sparked by De La Cruz, the roo-
kie sensation whose major league
debut last month coincided with
Cincinnati’s  season turning
around, the Reds are rolling to-
ward the All-Star break playing
some of the best baseball in quite
some time for the storied fran-
chise. They’re atop the NL Central
and on pace to make the playoffs
for just the second time in a dec-
ade, with a team full of young
players who are having plenty of
fun along the way.

“We have very good vibes going
on,” De La Cruz said through an
interpreter. “It feels like every-
one’s united and everyone’s just
trying to help each other out.”

It’s working. The Reds are 20-6
since De La Cruz joined them on
June 6.

The 6-foot-S, 200-pound drea-
dlocked 21-year-old from the Do-
minican Republic has brought
smiles in the dugout and produc-
tion on the field. Through his first
25 games, he is batting .308 and
has driven in 13 runs, launched
three home runs, stolen 10 bases
and became Cincinnati’s first
player to hit for the cycle since
1989.

“Elly’s playing great since he’s
been here, and that’s helped us a
lot,” said David Bell, now in his
fourth season as Reds manager.
“We’ve definitely played well
since Elly’s been here.”

It also helps that Votto, the 2010

NL MVP and longtime face of the
franchise, returned on June 19 af-
ter missing the previous 10
months while recovering from
surgery to repair his left biceps
and rotator cuff. Now 39, Votto is
feeling the best he has in well over
ayear.

He has had a tough time con-
taining his joy.

“I've got a dirty little secret: I
actually can’t stand baseball, so
every day is a nightmare for me,”
Votto deadpanned earlier this
week after hitting a home run to
snap a 0-for-21 slump in yet anoth-
er win.

“I’ve been having a great time.
Guys are young, energized, motiv-
ated. Winning, of course, but it has
alot to do with the personalities in
the clubhouse. These guys are sil-
ly and talented and getting bet-
ter.”

Votto, who turns 40 in Septem-
ber, is by far Cincinnati’s oldest
player. De La Cruz is the youngest
— one of 21 players on the 26-man
roster who hadn’t been born yet
the last time the organization won
the World Series in 1990.

Shortstop Matt McLain is 23,
first-time All-Star closer Alexis
Diaz and second baseman Jonath-
an India are 26 and center fielder
TJ Friedl is 27. The mix has
worked well.

“We’re just having fun together,
playing the game we love, playing
with heart, playing with passion —
that’s our mentality,” India said
Tuesday after a third consecutive
victory. “We just care about win-
ning. We have one goal in mind: to
make it to the end and win the
ring.”

The Reds haven’t won a playoff
series since 1995. Getting to and
through October is now their goal.

“It’s really been a fun time so
far,” Votto said. “And I think the
good times are actually ahead of
us.”

&-r

PAT

The Cincinnati Reds’ Nick Senzel, right, celebrates with teammate
Elly De La Cruz after driving in De La Cruz with a three-run home run
against the Nationals on Tuesday in Washington.
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Scoreboard

American League

East Division
w L Pct GB

Tampa Bay 57 32 .640 _
Baltimore 50 35 .588 5
New York 48 39 .552 8
Toronto 46 40 535 9%
Boston 44 43 .506 12

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Minnesota 45 43 511 _
Cleveland 42 44 488 2
Detroit 37 48 435 6%
Chicago 37 50 425 T2
Kansas City 25 62 .287 19%

West Division
w L Pct GB

Texas 51 36 .586 _
Houston 49 38 .563 2
Los Angeles 45 44 506 7
Seattle 42 43 494 8
Oakland 25 63 .284 26%
National League
East Division

w L Pct GB
Atlanta 58 28 .674 _
Miami 51 37 .580 8
Philadelphia 46 39 541 11%
New York 40 46 .465 18
Washington 34 52 .395 24

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Cincinnati 48 39 .552 _
Milwaukee 46 41 .529 2
Chicago 40 45 471 7
Pittsburgh 40 46 465 T2
St. Louis 35 51 .407 12Y%

West Division
w L Pct GB

Arizona 50 37 .575 _
Los Angeles 48 38 .558 12
San Francisco 47 40 .540 3
San Diego 41 46 471 9
Colorado 33 55 .375 17%

Wednesday’s games

Houston 6, Colorado 4
Oakland 12, Detroit 3
Philadelphia 8, Tampa Bay 4
Boston 4, Texas 2

Minnesota 5, Kansas City 0
Baltimore 6, N.Y. Yankees 3
Atlanta 8, Cleveland 1

San Diego 5, L.A. Angels 3
San Francisco 2, Seattle 0
Miami 10, St. Louis 9
Cincinnati 9, Washington 2
Chicago Cubs 4, Milwaukee 3
N.Y. Mets 2, Arizona 1

L.A. Dodgers 6, Pittsburgh 4
Toronto at Chicago White Sox, ppd.

Thursday’s games

Cincinnati at Washington
Oakland at Detroit

Chicago Cubs at Milwaukee
Toronto at Chicago White Sox, 2
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay
St. Louis at Miami
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees
Kansas City at Cleveland
Texas at Boston

Seattle at Houston

N.Y. Mets at Arizona
Pittsburgh at L.A. Dodgers

Friday’s games

Philadelphia (Wheeler 7-4) at Miami (Al-
cantara 3-7)

Atlanta (Morton 8-6) at Tampa Bay
(Glasnow 2-2)

Toronto (Manoah 1-7) at Detroit (TBD)

ggicago Cubs (TBD) at N.Y. Yankees

(TBD)

Texas (TBD) at Washington (TBD)

Kansas City (Lynch 2-3) at Cleveland
(Civale 2-2)

Oakland (TBD) at Boston (TBD)

B)altimore (Irvin 1-3) at Minnesota (Ober
5-4

S)eattle (Castillo 5-6) at Houston (Brown
6-5

St. Louis (Montgomery 6-7) at Chicago
White Sox (TBD)

Cincinnati (Abbott 4-0) at Milwaukee
(Burnes 6-5)

N.Y. Mets (Verlander 3-4) at San Diego
(Darvish 5-6)

Pittsburgh (TBD) at Arizona (TBD)

L.A. Angels (Canning 6-3) at L.A. Dodgers

TBD
Colorado (TBD) at San Francisco (TBD)

Calendar

July 8 — Futures Game, Seattle.

July 9-11 — Amateur draft, Seattle.

July 10 — Home Run Derby, Seattle.

July 11 — All-Star Game, Seattle.

July 23 — Hall of Fame induction ceremo-
nies, Cooperstown, N.Y.

Pitch clock may equal better defense

BY STEVE MEGARGEE
Associated Press

MILWAUKEE —The pitch clock
may be bothering players as they
step to the plate, but they like it a
whole lot better once they put on
their gloves and take the field.

While the rules changes put in
place this year to speed up the pace
of play have garnered plenty of at-
tention for how they’ve affected hit-
ters and pitchers, some players and
managers have said the new guide-
lines are also positively impacting
defense.

The pitch clock in particular—an
idea meant to make it easier for fans
tostay focused on the field—maybe
keeping fielders locked in, too.

“I think it’s helping defensively a
lot, just because you don’t have the
down time to really kind of walk
around,” said Seattle Mariners sec-
ond baseman Kolten Wong, a two-
time Gold Glove winner. “You’re
not cleaning dirt, you’re constantly
back and forth, back and forth, back
and forth. So, I'm a big fan of'it.”

The pitch clock adopted this year
— along with limits on infield shifts
and several other rules — gives
pitchers 15 seconds between deliv-
eries if there are no baserunners
and 20 seconds with someone
aboard.

There’s no doubt that games are
faster. The average game length of 2
hours, 40 minutes is the shortest
since 1984. Games had lasted an av-
erage of at least 3 hours every year
from 2012-22.

That change was expected. But
some players and coaches said
they’ve been pleasantly surprised
by how it’s changed things on de-
fense.

Milwaukee manager Craig Coun-
sell, asked this season about left fiel-
der Christian Yelich’s improving
glovework, landed on the clock as a
key contributor. After ranking
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The pitch clock ticks down in the top of the ninth between the Texas Rangers and Philadelphia Phillies in
Arlington, Texas, on April 2. Some players and coaches feel the clock has helped defenders stay focused.

among the bottom 10 left fielders
last year with minus-S Outs Above
Average, Yelich is third this season
with 3 OAA, per Baseball Savant.

“It’s definitely not something I’d
thought of, but I think it’s easier to
play defense now the way the game
is structured because it’s just faster-
paced,” Counsell said. “That’s best
for defenders. I don’t think hitters
likeitstill, tobe honest with you. And
pitchers don’t like it. But I think it’s
great for defenders.”

Counsell said the lengthy delays
between pitches in previous sea-
sons could make it tough for fielders
to maintain their focus.

“It’s still your job, but (the slow
pace) was making it really hard, I
think especially for outfielders,”
Counsell said.

Arizona Diamondbacks first ba-

seman Christian Walkerindicated it
was an issue for infielders as well.

“When you’ve been standing out
there for15-20 minutesand yougeta
ground ball hit at you, I know that’s
been a challenge in the past, in long
innings, staying locked in,” Walker
said.

It’s hard to find empirical evi-
dence tosupportor dispute the theo-
ry. The league-wide fielding per-
centage of .986 through Tuesday’s
games is the highest in the sport’s
history, but that may not be the best
indicator. Fielding percentages
have been rising steadily for dec-
adesthanksinparttoimproved field
conditions and equipment, and last
year’s fielding percentage was .985.
The metric also relies on subjective
decisions by official scorers and
doesn’t factor for a player’s range.

It’s also hard to pull trends from
advanced defensive metrics be-
cause of the limits placed on infield
shifts between the 2022 and ’23 sea-
sons.

That leaves it up to the notorious-
ly unreliable eye test to determine
whether there’s any difference.

“I don’t think I’'ve necessarily no-
ticed that,” New York Yankees
manager Aaron Boone said. “My
gut, or hearing you ask that question
and knowing myself as a fielder, I
would think it’s a good thing. You
know, being able tokeep it moving. I
know we always liked a pitcher that
worked fast, right? It felt like you
were more on your toes, more alert.
So I would think there’s something
tothat, butit’s not necessarily some-
thing that I've taken away from it so
far.”

Robert, Alonso lead Home Run Derby field

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Chicago White
Sox All-Star Luis Robert Jr. and
two-time champion Pete Alonso
of the New York Mets are set to
participate in baseball’s Home
Run Derby in Seattle on Monday.

Robert earned the top seed in
an eight-player field announced
Wednesday that includes Seat-
tle’s Julio Rodriguez, 2018 Amer-
ican League MVP Mookie Betts,
Toronto’s Vladimir Guerrero Jr.,
Tampa Bay’s Randy Arozarena,
Texas’ Adolis Garcia and Balti-
more’s Adley Rutschman. Alonso,
who won in 2019 and 2021, will try
to join Ken Griffey Jr. (1994, 1998
and 1999) as the only three-time
champions.

Robert will go against the
eighth-seeded Rutschman (11
home runs) in the first round,
with second seed Alonso facing
the seventh-seeded Rodriguez

The White Sox’s Luis Robert Jr. hits a three-run home run against the
Toronto Blue Jays during the sixth inning Tuesday in Chicago.

(13). Third-seeded Betts (23)
meets six seed Guerrero Jr. (13),
and fourth-seeded Garcia (21)
faces five seed Arozarena (16).

The seeding was determined
by home run totals through Tues-
day. Tiebreakers went to the
player with the most homers

since June 15.

“I'm pretty sure I'm going to
feel very happy during those two
days,” Robert said. “It’s going to
be very special for me.”

Robert posted on Instagram
hours before the official an-
nouncement that he would partic-
ipate in the Home Run Derby.
The Cuban outfielder was also se-
lected to his first All-Star team.

“If he’s happy about it, I'm hap-
py about it,” manager Pedro Gri-
fol said. “It’s a great experience. I
remember Salvy (Salvador Pe-
rez) doing it over there in Kansas
City. He was pretty pumped
about it, and he had a really good
time.”

Robert and countrymen Aroza-
rena and Garcia are participating
for the first time. They will try to
join two-time champion Yoenis
Céspedes as the only Cuba na-
tives to win the Derby.
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WIMBLEDON

All England

to blend past, present

By Howarp FENDRICH
Associated Press

WIMBLEDON, England —
Tennis fans in New York can gath-
er to see live TV coverage of the
last three days of Wimbledon at an
outdoor watch party at Brooklyn
Bridge Park from July 14-16, fea-
turing the women’s final and the
men’s semifinals and final. Online
registration for 1,500 free tickets
for each day ends Thursday; walk-
ins will be allowed, too.

So much of that paragraph
would have been incomprehensi-
ble to anyone around for the initial
edition of the oldest Grand Slam
tennis tournament in 1877, from
the television broadcast to the
trans-Atlantic appeal to the online
element to, even, the participation
of women in the competition: They
were not allowed to play singles
until 1884 or doubles until 1913.

The creation of “The Hill in
New York” —touted as “a quintes-
sential Wimbledon experience
from afar,” replete with gin and
tonics, strawberries and cream,
fish and chips, tea and scones and,
naturally, a merchandise shop
with the same towels, hats and
other official tournament par-
aphernalia sold at the actual com-
petition site —is one of many ways
in which the All England Club (full
name: All England Lawn Tennis &
Croquet Club) is setting one foot in
the modern age, such as the re-
tractable roofs on Centre Court
and No. 1 Court that permitted
play as rain fell Tuesday and
Wednesday, while keeping anoth-
er solidly rooted in its famous past.

“At Wimbledon, we’re always
conscious of finding the balance
between respecting our heritage
and tradition,” Club chief execu-
tive Sally Bolton said, “alongside
the pursuit of innovation and
bringing in new audiences to
share in the magic of The Cham-
pionships.”

See? Even the way they refer to
the two-week event by those two
words is a nod to earlier times. As
is the continued use of grass
courts, the only major tournament
to still do so (the U.S. Open and
Australian Open have shifted
from grass to hard courts; the
French Open is played on red
clay.) Asisthe use of “fortnight” to
describe the two weeks.

And yet the fact that it is now a
fully 14-day event is a nod to today.
Until last year, Wimbledon’s
schedule was spread over 13 days;
the middle Sunday was set aside
as a day of rest, used for play only
in cases of extreme rain delays
during Week 1 to make up a back-
log of contests. Now those Sundays

ALASTAIR GRANT/AP

Victoria Azarenka plays during her first-round match on Monday at
Wimbledon. One tweak this year was to the all-white clothing rule,

which is often cited as part of Wimbledon’s historic charm but also
was criticized by some female players.

will always have matches.

That, like the New York event
that began in 2022, is just one of
the ways in which the All England
Club is adapting to the present —
and has its eyes on the future.

“We recognize that we’re a glob-
al event and we have audiences all
over the world,” Bolton said in an
interview. “But as we think about
growth, there are certain coun-
tries where we think that there’s
quite a bit more potential to grow
that audience, and the U.S. is a
great example of that.”

There is also the intent to ex-
pand the local footprint by using
land from the golf club across the
road to build a new arena and
courts for qualifying rounds. Bol-
ton said the hope is there will be a
decision by local authorities on a
planning application by the end of
2023, so work can begin to allow
new courts to be ready in the late
2020s or early 2030s.

Gender equity has been a par-
ticular area of change.

One tweak this year was to the
all-white clothing rule, which of-
ten is cited as part of Wimbledon’s
historic charm but also was criti-
cized by some female players for
making them uncomfortable
when they have their period. Now
they are allowed to wear dark-col-
ored undershorts.

“That was very much about rec-

ognizing that we want all athletes

to have the best opportunity to fo-
cus on their performance,” Bolton
said, “and to not have distractions.
.. It wasn’t a difficult decision.”

Victoria Azarenka, a 33-year-
old from Belarus who was twice
the champion at the Australian
Open and twice a semifinalist at
the All England Club, appreciated
the move.

“England is based a lot on tradi-
tion, and I think they try to hold on-
to it as much as possible, com-
pared to other places. That’s what
differentiates Wimbledon,” Aza-
renka said. “But the adjustment to
the attire is more practical than
sticking with the tradition, and it is
the right step to help women feel a
little more comfortable here. The
rest of the white attire is some-
thing that makes Wimbledon spe-
cial and a beautiful part of that.
Tennis, in general, can use a bit of
a change in rules.”

There are other ways in which
Wimbledon has been doing that —
albeit after taking longer than
some wished.

In 2007, Wimbledon became the
last of the four tennis majors to
pay its women’s singles champion
the same amount as its men’s sin-
gles champion. In 2019, Wimble-
don chair umpires stopped refer-
ring to female players with “Miss”
—or “Mrs.” for married women —

Club trying ~
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Andy Murray plays under a closed roof during his first-round match on
Tuesday at Wimbledon. One of the ways the All England Club is
adapting is by putting retractable roofs on two courts.

when announcing the winner of a
game, a set or a match, and
switched to saying only their last
names, the way long done for men.

Last year, female champions
were listed on the honor boards in
a Centre Court hallway simply by
their first initial and last name —
the way the men’s title winners al-
ways have been — instead of pre-
ceded by “Miss” or “Mrs.” Until
then, the entry for Chris Evert’s
1981 championship, for example,
showed her name as “Mrs. J.M.
Lloyd,” because she was married
at the time to John Lloyd. For her
titles in 1974 and 1976, before that
marriage, she was listed as “Miss
C.M. Evert.”

“Wimbledon, and all of the
Grand Slams, are taking gender
equity very seriously. There are
different stages, and they still
have different opinions and ap-
proaches to the subject. .. It
maybe isn’t happening as fast as
everyone would like to see in ev-
ery place. But I think there are
genuine efforts and I think they
should be recognized for the ef-
forts that are being made. And I
think they’re being made for the
right reasons,” said Steve Simon,
the head of the WTA, the women’s
pro tennis tour. “They’re being
made because they think it’s right
and they need to make these
changes versus being forced into
it. Because that’s the way you ulti-
mately want it to happen.”

Bolton herself represents that
sort of “very visible shift,” as she
termed it.

She is the first female chief ex-
ecutive at the Club since the posi-
tion was established 40 years ago.
Denise Parnell has been appoint-
ed tournament referee as of next
year, the first woman to hold that
job in Wimbledon history. Anoth-
er woman, Deborah Jevans, will
take over as vice chairman of the
Club after the current tournament
ends.

“In many ways, it’s by accident
that we’ve ended up with three
women in those roles at the same
time,” Bolton said, “but I think it is
areflection of the way in which the
club is evolving and changing.”

Scoreboard

Thursday
At All England Club
Lond

ondon
Purse: £16,077,000
Surface: Grass
Seedings in parentheses
Men’s Singles
First Round

Alejandro Davidovich Fokina (31) Spam,
def. Arthur Fils, France, 7-6 (3), 6-1, 6-2.
Botic Van de Zandschulp, Netherlands
def. Zhang Zhizhen, China, 2-6, 7-6 (3), 76
(6), 3-6, 6-2.
Alexander Zverev (19), Germany, def.
%;s Brouwer, Netherlands, 6-4, 7-6 (4), 7-6

Second Round

Quentin Halys, France def. Aleksandar
Vukic, Australia, 6-3, 6-1

Alexander Bublik (23) Kazakhstan def.
gggf%eg John Wolf, United States, 6- 3 7-6

Hubert Hurkacz (17), Poland, def. Jan
Choinski, Britain, 6-4, 6-4, 7-6 (3).

Lorenzo Musetti (14). Italy, def. Jaume
Munar, Spain, 6-4, 6-3, 6-1

Maximilian Marterer, Germany def. Mi-
chael Mmoh, United States 7-5,7-6 (5),6-4.

Stan Wawrlnka, SW|tzerIand,def.Tomas
g/lzr(tsin Etcheverry (29), Argentina, 6-3, 4-6,

Andrey Rublev (7), Ru55|a, def. Aslan
Karatsev, Russia, 6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-4, 7-5.

Jiri Lehecka, Czech Republic, def. Fran-
EIZCO Cerundolo (18), Argentina, 6-2, 6-2,

Liam Broady, Britain, def. Casper Ruud
(4), Norway, 6-4, 3-6, 4-6, 6-3, 6-0.
DenlsShapovanv(ZG) Canada,def Gre-
goire Barrere, France, 6-3, 6-4, 7-6 (7).
Daniel Elahi Galan, Colombla, def. Oscar
Otte, Germany, 6-3, 3-6,6-3,7-6 3).
Tommy Paul (16), United States, def. Mi-
los Raonic, Canada, 6-4, 7-6 (4), 6-7 (4), 6-4.

Women'’s Singles
First Roun

Anhelina Kalinina (26), Ukraine, def. Jes-
sica Bouzas Maneiro, Spain, 6-4, 6-3.

Dalma Galfi, Hungary, def. Lmda Nosko-
va, Czech Repubhc, 6-7 (6),6-2,6

Jule Niemeier, Germany, def. Karolina
Muchova (16), Czech Republic, 6-4,5-7,6-1.

Bianca Andreescu, Canada, def. Anna
Bondar, Hungary, 6-3, 3-6, 6-2.

Second Round

Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Wang Xi-
nyu, China, -4, 6-3.

Elina Svitolina, Ukraine, def. Elise Mer-
tens (28), Belgium, 6-1, 1-6, 6-1.

Lesia Tsurenko, Ukralne, def. Katerina
Siniakova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-1.

AnaBogdan, Romanla,def AIyC|a Parks,
United States, 1-6, 6-3, 6-2

Petra Martic (30), Croatia, def. Diane
Parry, France, 4-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Mirra Andreeva Russna def. Barbora
Kr$|<:|kova (10), Czech Republic, 6-3, 4-0,
ret.

Victoria Azarenka (19), Belarus, def. Na-
dia Podoroska, Argentina, 6-3, 6-0.

Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Republic,
def. Veronika Kudermetova (12), Russia,
6-3, 6-3.

Marie Bouzkova (32), Czech Republic,
def. Anett Kontaveit, Estonia, 6-1, 6-2.

Elisabetta Cocuaretto, Italy, def. Rebe-
ka Masarova, Spain, 6-3, 6-1.

Katie Boulter, Britain, def. Viktoriya To-
mova, Bulgaria, 6-0, 3-6, 6-3.

Beatriz Haddad Maia (13), Brazil, def. Ja-
guellne Adina Cristian, Romania, 4 6, 6-2,

-4

Sorana Cirstea, Romania, def. Jelena Os-
tapenko (17), Latvia, 4-6, 7-6 (6), 6-4
Caroline Garcia (5), France, def. Leylah
Annie Fernandez, Canada, 3-6, 6-4, 7-6 (6).
Magda Linette (23), Po_land, def. Barbora
Strycova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-7 (6), 6-3.
Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Republic,
ge?’f.ev??ronika Kudermetova (12), Russia,
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Aussie rules reject Kerr
now Aussie face of Gup

By JonN PYE
Associated Press

BRISBANE, Australia — When
Sam Kerr was told she could no
longer play for her chosen Austra-
lian rules team, she went search-
ing for another kind of football.

A preteen reject from the home-
grown game — because she wasn’t
allowed to play with the boys any-
more — Kerr has become one of
Australia’s most recognizable ath-
letes, and is the face of the first
Women’s World Cup in the South-
ern Hemisphere.

She’s already on the cover of FI-
FA 23 and shares the top rating in
the update released in time for the
tournament in Australia and New
Zealand.

Her somersaulting goal cele-
brations have become synony-
mous with the growth of women’s
soccer in Australia, where she’s
the country’s all-time leading
scorer in international soccer, and
in the England-based Women’s
Super League, where she’s a star
for Chelsea’s title-winning team in
the league and FA Cup.

She saves the backflip mainly
for the big occasions, and she’s re-
fined it since scoring her first in-
ternational goal in 2010 against
South Korea, when the execution
wasn’t quite as polished.

The fitter, faster and more ex-
perienced Kerr has incredible
balance and poise at pace. She can
launch powerful strikes from dis-
tance or use her deft touch and re-
flexes from close. She’s strong in

Pink hair and lethal left foot make

By STEPHEN WADE
Associated Press

TOKYO — Jun Endo grabs the
attention right away.

First, it’s the Japan winger’s
pink hair. Next, her quick moves,
agility and the curling left-foot
crosses. These have made her a
fan favorite at California club An-
gel City FC.

Look for her to get similar atten-
tion when Japan opens in the
Women’s World Cup in Group C
against Zambia. Spain and Costa
Rica are also in the New Zealand-
based group.

“She creates an expectation that
something will happen when she
has the ball,” Japan coach Futoshi
Ikeda told The Associated Press.
“She is a player who is trying new
things in search of her own devel-
opment in the league in the United
States.”

Endo played on Japan’s 2019
World Cup team, which was
knocked out in the round of 16; a
disappointment for a country that
won the 2011 Women’s World Cup

the air and her headers make her a
major threat in front of the net.

Kerr describes herself as an in-
stinctual player: “Ijust play what I
see, or play what I feel. And I think
it’s always evolving.”

This will be Kerr’s fourth World
Cup, but by far her most impor-
tant. A rare miss in a penalty
shootout loss to Norway in the
round of 16 in 2019 has given Kerr
added motivation.

“I love being in a (place) where
one or two moments can change
the path, your career really,” she
said at Australia’s squad an-
nouncement. “And I think this
World Cup is one of those mo-
ments.”

The 29-year-old striker wants to
leave a legacy for younger players
and strives for what Australians
collectively know as a Cathy Free-
man moment.

Freeman lit the cauldron to
open the Sydney Olympics in 2000
and, carrying the full expectations
of the host nation, went out the
next week and won gold in the 400.

“Iwas only 7 years old and I un-
derstood,” said Kerr, who
watched on TV. “She walked into
that stadium and every single per-
son stopped to watch her.”

When she leads the Matildas out
for their Group B opener against
Ireland on July 20, at the same sta-
dium where Freeman triumphed,
there’ll be 80,000 in the venue and
millions more Australians watch-
ing with great expectations.

The Matildas haven’t pro-

ASHEY LaNDIs/AP
Japan’s Jun Endo will draw a lot of
attention at the Women’s World
Cup more for her play on the field
than her pink hair.

and was the runner-up in 201S.

In an interview with the AP, En-
do described herself as “rookie”
on that 2019 team.

“I picked up some minutes but I
really didn’t show as well as I
wished,” she said. “This time I feel
I have to show more of the experi-
ence I have gained over four
years. I want to be an example to

gressed past the quarterfinals in
seven previous trips to the World
Cup but public hopes here are
soaring.

“It would be the ultimate
dream,” Kerr said. “That’s why I
do what I do every day. That’s why
I sacrifice so much — to win a
World Cup.”

Moya Dodd, who played for the
Matildas in the 1980s and 90s and
later became one of the most influ-
ential women in world soccer as a
member of FIFA’s executive com-
mittee, said Kerr “was always
good, but she’s gone from good to
lethal.”

“If you asked anyone on the
street to name an Australian foot-
baller right now, they’d say Sam,”
Dodd added, highlighting the ris-
ing profile of the national women’s
team. “Ten years ago that would
have been a stretch of the imagi-
nation.”

Kerr’s mother, Roxanne, said it
might have been different if the lo-
cal Aussie rules competition in
Perth allowed girls to play in
mixed teams with boys beyond the
age of 12. Daniel Kerr, Sam’s older
brother, had a long professional
career with West Coast Eagles in
the Australian Football League.
Her father, Roger, also played at
an elite level.

When that career path ap-
peared to close, the family con-
vinced a 12-year-old Sam to give
soccer a shot and it wasn’t too long
before a talent scout saw her play
and invited her to practice with a

the younger players.”

Endo said she has learned to ex-
press herself —on and off the field
— playing two seasons with Angel
City. She played previously in Ja-
pan’s new WE League. She said
it’s more difficult to stick outin Ja-
pan, which often values conformi-
ty over creativity.

She may have been referring to
an expression in Japanese that
sums up the issue.

“Deru kugi wa utareru.” Rough-
ly translated, it means the nail that
sticks up gets hammered down.

“When I came to Los Angeles
and started looking, walking on
the streets, I saw that freedom to
be yourself without being looked
at,” Endo said. “Japanese society
on the whole is not like that. That
doesn’t mean I disrespect any-
body in a different culture, but I
love expressing myself.”

The hair and her untiring style
of play turned her into a near-ce-
lebrity player in Los Angeles,
which she said she didn’t intend or
foresee. The hair she said was

o
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Australia’s Sam Kerr, left, picked up soccer only because she was
told she could no longer play for her chosen Australian rules team.
She has been a star at big clubs in the U.S. and Britain.

state representative team.

After politely declining the offer
initially, Kerr changed her mind
and her career took off at an aston-
ishing pace — making her interna-
tional debut for Australia as a 15-
year-old winger with enormous
potential.

Kerr has been a star at big clubs
in the U.S. and Britain, has accum-
ulated 120 international caps
heading into the World Cup and,
as captain and inspirational lead-
er, represents the here and now of
the Matildas.

Tom Sermanni, who was Matil-

more of a fashion statement, but it
transitioned to the soccer field.

“I simply like making changes
and having fun. I'm into fashion,
hairstyle,” the 23-year-old Endo
said. “I didn’t think of myself
when I arrived at Angel City as the
Energizer-Bunny kind of player.
But now I’m often told I play like
I’'m having fun, and I’'m enjoying
it.

“Compared with how I played in
Japan, I am enjoying it more. But
there is also something about be-
coming more mature and thinking
how I can support my teammates
as aleader.”

Endo was a hit from the start. In
Angel City’s first game —a 2-1 vic-
tory over the North Carolina Cour-
age — she had an assist and a goal.

Her only setback hasbeen anin-
jured left knee, which she said is
almost back to full strength.

Endo’s childhood was marred
by upheaval. She grew up in north-
eastern Fukushima prefecture.
She was a child in 2011 when a
magnitude 9.0 earthquake, tsuna-

das coach in Kerr’s early days, de-
scribed her as “just fearless.”

“She encapsulates the Austra-
lian spirit — she’s a fierce compet-
itor but she looks like she’s enjoy-
ing herself.”

If there’s laughing or mucking
around, Kerr agreed, “I’'m nor-
mally right in the middle.”

But she’s always alert at the
business end.

As Kerr’s longtime Matildas
teammate, Arsenal forward Cait-
lin Foord, said: “She can do it all.
We know we just have to find her
in the box.”

“ndo fan favorite

mi, and the meltdown of three nu-
clear reactors took the lives of
thousands.

Her family lived inland and the
impact was not as great, but she
has said in interviews that she was
not allowed to go outside for a
year.

Endo repeated several times
her growing confidence to express
herself on the field. To take a
chance, which she suggested Ja-
pan’s women will have to do to
compete. The Japanese are fa-
mous for their ball skills, but she
said the team might need more ag-
gression despite often being
smaller than the opposition.

“Individual players have to pick
up the intensity, have that added
hunger to score goals or to win that
S50-S0 ball,” she said. “Japan is
slightly lacking that.

“Compared to Japanese in gen-
eral, other players in other coun-
tries tend to take their chance and
take a big swing at it. Not being
afraid to take a shot or take a
chance. Japan will need that.”
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Putellas back
in nick of time

Spain’s goal scorer returns from injury

By JosErH WILSON
Associated Press

BARCELONA, Spain — Alexia
Putellas heads to the Women’s
World Cup after winning back-to-
back Ballon d’Or awards and help-
ing Barcelona win two of the last
three Cham-
pions League ti-
tles.

Even so, her
role on Spain’s
national team is
in doubt. The 29-
year-old midfiel-
der with a knack
for scoring has
barely played for her club since
recently returning from a leg inju-
ry that sidelined her for nearly 10
months.

Alexia was included on Spain’s
squad for the tournament begin-
ning later this month in Australia
and New Zealand. But it is not
clear what part she will play on a
team that has made huge strides
in recent years. Alexia, who leads
Spain with 100 appearances, has
had a role in that boom by becom-
ing only the second Spaniard,
woman or man, to win the Ballon
d’Or.

She was set to take the 2022 Eu-
ropean Championship by storm,
only for the anterior cruciate liga-
ment in her left knee to rupture
days before the tournament. She
played her first game since that

injury in late April when Barcelo-
na clinched the Spanish league ti-
tle.

In total, she has made six ap-
pearances since her injury, allas a
substitute, including in the Cham-
pions League final. She lifted the
trophy as Barcelona’s captain af-
ter her teammates pulled off a 3-2
comeback victory over Wolfs-
burg.

Spain coach Jorge Vilda praised
Alexia when he announced his
preliminary squad. But it was un-
clear if he thought he would get
more from her playing as a starter
or as a backup who could handle
the pressure of the final minutes.

Alexia guided Barcelona to its
first European Cup in 2021. The
next season she led the Cham-
pions League in scoring with 11
goals but Barcelona lost in the fi-
nal. This season, she was an ob-
server until the final minutes of
her club’s triumphant Champions
League campaign. If fully reco-
vered, Alexia would be a formid-
able weapon for Spain thanks to
her ability to join the attack, find
spaces to shoot, and her superb
strike from distance.

“We know that she is going to
help us a lot, not just on the field,
but also with her leadership and
the respect she commands from
the other players, her experience,
her ability to know what is needed,
and that talent she has to rise to

MARTIN MEISSNER/AP

FC Barcelona’s Alexia Putellas attends a training session in Eindhoven, Netherlands, on June 2 ahead of
the Women’s Champions League final against VL Wolfsburg. Putellas is on Spain’s World Cup squad.

the challenge,” Vilda said. “Thatis
what we were missing in the last
European Championship.”

But Alexia is also returning to a
team that has undergone an un-
wanted overhaul.

Relations deteriorated between
several players and Vilda after
Spain exited last year’s European
Championship in the quarterfi-
nals. Fifteen players, including
several Barcelona teammates of
Alexia, said they would not contin-
ue to play for Vilda unless he im-
proved his coaching methodology.

The federation interpreted the
players’ decision as an attempt to
force the ousting of Vilda. The fed-
eration backed the coach firmly
and left the rebels off the team.

Now, three of the 15, including

Barcelona playmaker Aitana Bon-
mati, have been included after a
behind-the-scenes reconciliation
with Vilda.

The 12 still left off the squad in-
clude Patricia Guijarro, who
scored twice in Barcelona’s win
over Wolfsburg.

Alexia was injured at the time of
the split between the players and
coach and was not among the 15
who refused to continue playing.
She did show support for them in a
message posted on social media.
That, however, did not impede her
return for Spain once she had
healed.

Spain opens the World Cup
against Costa Rica in Wellington
on July 21. Japan and Zambia are
also in Group C.

Alexia may also have to deal
with off-field distractions — this
time from her club.

Spanish radio Cadena SER re-
cently reported that Barcelona
would consider selling Alexia if
they had a strong offer. Alexia,
whois from a town near Barcelona
and has one more year on her cur-
rent deal, reportedly has no inter-
estinleaving. The indebted clubis
burdened by a massive payroll for
its men’s team and is expected to
try to shed some male players.

Barcelona told The Associated
Press that it is in negotiations with
Alexia to give her another con-
tract and has no desire for her to
leave. The club also said it has no
plans to trim the budget for its
women’s team.

Dual: Trade to San Diego has revitalized Morgan's pro career

FROM PAGE 32

Having just turned 34, Morgan
is busier than ever. She’s adeptly
juggling motherhood with pursu-
ing another World Cup title while
helping make the Wave a popular
draw. She started a foundation to
help girls and women on and off
the field and is active around
town, whether it’s throwing out a
ceremonial first pitch ata San Die-
go Padres game or helping to open
a soccer store she’s an investor in.
She also helped lead the success-
ful fight against the American go-
verning body for equal pay and
prize money.

Morgan, who is from the San
Gabriel Valley east of Los An-
geles, was traded from Orlando to
the expansion Wave in December
2021. She was reunited with Wave
President Jill Ellis, who coached
the United States to World Cup ti-
tles in 2015 and 2019. Morgan was
a fixture on both teams.

Morgan has helped elevate soc-

Juuio CorTEZ/AP

Forward Alex Morgan holds her daughter, Charlie, during an event
with the U.S. women’s national team. Morgan says she feels calmer
heading into this World Cup and wants to represent mom athletes.

cer’s popularity in San Diego as
the Wave’s marquee attraction.
The Wave play at San Diego
State’s year-old 35,000-seat Snap-
dragon Stadium and set National
Women’s Soccer League atten-
dance records of 30,854 for ahome

opener, on March 25, and 26,215
for a playoff game last fall.

Sean Dreusike, 41, who is the
spirit coordinator for the suppor-
ter group The Sirens, said Morgan
has been his favorite player since
she was an emerging star and

scored a key goal in qualifying for
the 2011 World Cup. He’ll travel to
New Zealand to watch the Amer-
icans in this World Cup.

Dreusike said he was “stunned”
when Morgan ended up in San
Diego. He figured she’d play in
LA, where her husband had
played for the Galaxy.

“In Orlando, she was struggling
there, and she came here and I
was worried it might be like a little
bit of a retirement home; you
know, famous player, in San Die-
go, that whole thing,” Dreusike
said. “But she’s been fantastic and
in lot of ways is the heart and soul
of the team.”

Coach Casey Stoney called Mor-
gan “an ultimate pro” and said
she’s more than just the focal point
of the Wave’s attack.

“As a player, as a leader, she’s
been huge,” Stoney said. “As an
ambassador in the community
and what she gives back, even big-
ger. You know, people come to

most games to see her, to watch
her, to meet her, and she’s an in-
credible role model. We’re very
lucky as a club that we have her.”

Morgan and Padres right-han-
der Joe Musgrove, a San Diego-ar-
ea native, share a marketing rep-
resentative. Wave and Padres
players supported each other’s
playoff runs last fall.

“All the things that she’s accom-
plished in the game of soccer
alone has been a huge motivator
for a lot of young girls,” Musgrove
said. “Obviously she has played at
much more competitive and like
crazier levels, but to come here
and be that staple for those girls
and give the community of San
Diego a female figure to be a hero
and follow, is awesome.”

Said Morgan: “Well, bottom line
is, I love this city. This is my city
far after soccer as well. Just com-
ing here and having the organiza-
tion put so much trust in me has
been great.”
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Hegerberg looking
to sate long career

By STEVE DoucLaAs
Associated Press

She has often been described as
the Lionel Messi of women’s soccer
because of her scoring feats.

Now Ada Hegerberg is looking to
accomplish what the Argentinian
great finally achieved a few months
ago and win a World Cup to sate a
largely unfulfilled international ca-
reer.

A total of three goals across three
major international tournaments
for Norway doesn’t do justice to one
of the greatest scorers in the history
of the women’s game. Hegerberg,
afterall, has netted more goalsinthe
Champions League — the highest
stage in women’s soccer at club lev-
el — than any player, with S9. She
became the record holder at the age
of 24.

With Lyon, she’s a six-time
Champions League winner, an
eight-time French league winner
and a six-time French Cup winner.
She has a scoring average of more
thanagoal per game for Lyon, Euro-
pean soccer’s most decorated team.

Oh, and of course, she was the first
female winner of the Ballon d’Or in
2018 at an award ceremony in Paris
marred by a French DJ asking He-
gerberg to twerk.

Yet when it comes to hardware
through feats for her national team,
Hegerberg’s cupboard is bare.

The closest she came to a trophy
for Norway was at her first-ever se-
nior international tournament —
the European Championship in
2013 — when her team lost in the fi-
nal to Germany.

Since then, it’s been a fairly sorry
tale for a player who for many has
transcended her national team. She
has never competed at the Olym-
pics, heronly World Cup wasin 2015
when Norway exited in the round of
16 and there was a group-stage elim-
ination at the European Champion-
ship last year.

Hegerberg would have played in
more major tournaments had she
not decided to rule herself out of se-

lection for her national team for five
years because of what she per-
ceived to be a general disregard for
women’s soccer in Norway at the
time. The crux of her frustration
wasthe uneven pace of progress and
strategy in the women’s game. She
was absent until 2022, when she opt-
ed toreturn ahead of that year’s Eu-
ropean Championship—coinciding
with the arrival of Lise Klaveness,
her former Stabaek teammate, as
president of the Norwegian soccer
federation.

“I was able to have very honest
discussions with the federation,
firstly through Lise,” she said. “Iam
very glad to be able to come back
with the team and get a new story
started.”

Avyear later, Hegerberg is still at-
tempting to make up for lost time in
a Norway uniform — and after a
frustrating domestic season, too.

Hegerberg, who spent 21 months
outin 2020-21 because of an anterior
cruciate ligament injury, was mis-
sing for another seven months this
season because of an unspecified in-
jury that was not widely reported.

Naturally, she scored a minute af-
ter coming off the bench in her
comeback game, for Lyon at Mont-
pellier, and ended the season with
six goals in nine games in all compe-
titions.

Scoring is never a problem for
thismostnatural of finishers—even
at the international level, she has 43
goals in 76 games since making her
senior debut for Norway in 2011 at
the age of 16.

And neither is making a stand for
what she believes in. Only a few
monthsago, Hegerbergappearedin
a video by human rights organiza-
tion Amnesty, demanding compen-
sation for the families of migrant
workers who died while working at
the men’s World Cup in Qatar.

“An extremely large responsibil-
ity is placed on footballers and it is
tough, but that is the reality,” she
saidinthe video. “IknowIhaveapo-
sition to show my opinion on it.”

ALESSANDRA TARANTINO/AP

Norway’s Ada Hegerberg controls the ball during the Women’s Euro
2022 Group A match against England at Brighton & Hove Community
Stadium in Brighton, England, last July.

ALvArO BARRIENTOS/AP

Lyon team captain Wendie Renard celebrates after winning the Women’s Champions League final match
against Wolfsburg at the Anoeta stadium in San Sebastian, Spain, on Aug. 30, 2020.

Renard determined to lead
France to 1st major trophy

By JEROME PUGMIRE
Associated Press

CLAIREFONTAINE, France —
Wendie Renard grew up in a place
so remote that locals nicknamed it
“The End of the World.”

By the end of the Women’s
World Cup, the France captain
hopes she’ll be raising aloft the
major international trophy that
has eluded the women’s national
team.

The imposing central defen-
der’s journey starts with a 10,540-
mile trek to Australia, where
France opens its campaign in Syd-
ney on July 23 against Jamaica.

France’s men have won two
World Cups and two European
Championships — and reached
three other major finals — but Les
Bleues are underachievers. The
women’s team lost its only World
Cup semifinal 12 years ago to the
United States.

“We have alot of quality, but our
honors list is blank,” Renard told
The Associated Press in an inter-
view at the team’s Clairefontaine
training camp outside Paris.
“There’s along, long way to go. But
the tougher it is, the better it is at
the end.”

Despite boasting a team packed
with players from ultra-successful
French club side Lyon — the start-
ing lineup for France’s opener at
the 2019 World Cup had seven
Lyon players — France has also
only reached one European Cham-
pionship semifinal, losinglast year
to Germany.

“Quite a lot of us have experi-
ence at the highest level and we
need to use it,” Renard said. “The

hardest thing is saying, ‘I should
have done this, I should have done
that.” By then it’s already too late.”

The tournament, co-hosted by
New Zealand, Kicks off on July 20,
which is also when Renard turns
33.

She has played 144 internation-
als and scored 34 goals for France.
With Lyon, Renard has won a rec-
ord 16 league titles and a record
eight Champions League trophies.

She’s long been considered one
of the best players in women’s soc-
cer, yet there’s a giant gap in Re-
nard’s international résumé.

Renard has a chance to put that
right, which back in February
didn’t look like being the case.

Renard said she wouldn’t play at
the World Cup after saying she no
longer felt able to play for France.
That decision came after years of
tensions between then-coach Co-
rinne Diacre and senior players,
including Renard.

Striker Marie-Antoinette Kato-
to and forward Kadidiatou Diani
alsoputtheirinternational careers
on hold until significant changes
were made.

Two weeks later, Diacre was
fired and Hervé Renard was hired.
He won the African Cup of Nations
as coach of Zambia and Ivory
Coast, and guided Saudi Arabia to
an upset win over Argentina at the
men’s World Cup last year.

He immediately eased tensions.

Renard overturned her decision
and 33-year-old midfielder Aman-
dine Henry — who had not played
for France for three years under
Diacre — was recalled.

“He has an open-mindedness

and he doesn’tjudge you. There’sa
level of trust. He says things up
front, which is very important. It’s
honest and to your face,” Renard
said abouthernew coach. “He said
from the first day that his door is
always open, that he wants our
feedback: what we thought about
the training session, if there’s any-
thing we could have done more of.
He says that we have a project in
common.”

Renard, therefore, is among the
designated leaders that other
players can always approach. The
others are striker Eugénie Le
Sommer, Henry, Diani and mid-
fielder Grace Geyoro.

When she put her international
career on hold, Renard mentioned
the need to protect her mental
health, which is a priority subject
under the new regime.

“The coach spoke about it with
us. You have to help each team-
mate, you can’t leave anyone on
the side,” Renard said. “If she’s
coming into the dressing room in
the morning, I know if she’s feeling
well or not, if anything’s weighing
on her mind.”

Renard hopes a strong World
Cup performance will boost the
women’s league back home. Inter-
est waned after France hosted the
2019 edition.

“There was great exposure,
there was a huge media impact.
But we didn’t manage to surf that
wave and we stagnated, orevenre-
gressed, whereas other nations
made the most of it and structured
their leagues,” she said. “We hope
we can get the momentum back,
all that we lost.”
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MARK ZALESKI, ABOVE, AND PHELAN M. EBENHACK, RIGHT/AP

Above: Alex Morgan is about to play in her fourth Women’s World Cup, but this time she’ll do it as one of
three first-time mothers on the team. Right: Morgan’s husband, MLS player Servando Carrasco, holds
daughter Charlie during a ceremony honoring his wife for her 200th appearance for the national team.

New home in Dallas

Source: Mavs get Williams from Celtics
as part of 3-team trade » NBA, Page 25

role

Now a mom, Morgan riding
Wave into fourth World Cup

By BERNIE WILsON
Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Her night’s
work on the pitch finished, Alex
Morgan walks into the post-match
news conference in her San Diego
Wave uniform, barefoot and with
her left ankle still taped up, with
3-year-old daughter Charlie in
tow.

Morgan veers from soccer su-
perstar to mom

and back to soccer
superstar.
“Why is my

tummy hurting?”
Charlie interjects

“There’s going
to be three
moms on the

explaining that she knows what it
takes to make it all the way to the
final match, to take care of the lit-
tle things and “just enjoy each mo-
ment.”

“This is my first World Cup as a
mom, so I just want to also just
represent mom athletes and the
accomplishments and strides
we’ve been able to make in wom-
en’s soccer. I think it is amazing.
I’'m really excited
for this,” she said.

Morgan and her
American team-
mates will try to
become the first

while Morgan is country to win the
discussing the H Women’s World
Women’s World rOSter! WhICh Cup three straight
Cup that begins § 7 times. She’s not
this month in New IS great' only one of the
Zealand and Aus- Alex M most-experi-

tralia. “I don’t exforgan - o, 04 veteran
know. Too many US forward leaders, but also
snacks,” her one of three first-

mother responds, pushing some-
thing out of her daughter’s reach,
segueing between topics with the
ease of taking a pass and putting
the ball into the back of the net.

Motherhood will bring a new
element for Morgan’s fourth
World Cup appearance. The
American star, who is married to
MLS player and San Diego-area
native Servando Carrasco, gave
birth to Charlie on May 7, 2020, 10
months to the day after she and the
United States won their second
straight World Cup.

“I feel a little more calm going
into my fourth one,” Morgan said,

time moms, along with Julie Ertz
and Crystal Dunn.

“It’s pretty special just to have
my daughter with me in the envi-
ronment and with the national
team. There’s going to be three
moms on the roster, which is
great,” Morgan said. “I think that
we’ve just made strides in wom-
en’s soccer with the support that
we’ve gotten from the federation,
from our club teams, from coach-
es and sponsors. So, I think that
that all allows us to be able to com-
pete at the highest level.”

SEE DUAL ON PAGE 30

Pitch clock may be contributing to improved defense . s ...



