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‘Officially blue’

Democrats take full control of Virginia Legislature;
challenger declares win in tight Ky. governor’s race

By BiLL BarRrow
Associated Press

Democrats took full control of the Vir-
ginia Legislature for the first time in more
than two decades while the race for gover-
nor in deeply Republican Kentucky was too
close to call despite a last-minute boost from
President Donald Trump.

In Kentucky, Democratic challenger
Andy Beshear held a narrow lead and de-
clared victory in the governor’s race over
Republican incumbent Matt Bevin on Tues-
day, though Bevin had not conceded. And in
Virginia, Democrats flipped control of the

state Senate and House, gaining outright
control of state government in a state that is
often a battleground for the White House.

“I’'m here to officially declare today, Nov.
5, 2019, that Virginia is officially blue,”
Democratic Gov. Ralph Northam told a
crowd of supporters in Richmond.

A year before the presidential election,
the results offered warning signs for both
parties. Voters in suburban swaths of Ken-
tucky and Virginia sided with Democrats, a
trend that would complicate Trump’s path
to reelection if it holds. And the Democrats

SEE BLUE ON PAGE 9

Steve HeLser/AP

Democratic supporters cheer at an election party in Richmond, Va., on Tuesday. Democrats took control of the state’s legislature.

Bryan WooLsTON/AP

D i ial i and
Kentucky Attorney General Andy Beshear
speaks at an election night watch event
Tuesday in Louisville, Ky.

Trump OKs
expanded
oil mission
in Syria

By Lovita C. BALDOR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump has approved an
expanded military mission to se-
cure an expanse of oil fields across
eastern Syria, raising a number
of difficult legal questions about
whether U.S. troops can launch
strikes against Syrian, Russian
or other forces if they threaten
the oil, U.S. officials said.

The decision, coming after a
meeting Friday between Trump
and his defense leaders, locks
hundreds of U.S. troops into a
more complicated presence in
Syria, despite the president’s
vow to get America out of the
war. Under the new plan, troops
would protect a large swath of
land controlled by Syrian Kurd-
ish fighters that stretches nearly
90 miles from Deir el-Zour to al-
Hassakeh, but its exact size is still
being determined.

Officials said many details
still have to be worked out. But
Trump’s decision hands com-
manders a victory in their push to
remain in the country to prevent
any resurgence of Islamic State,
counter Iran and partner with the
Kurds, who battled ISIS along-
side the U.S. for several years.
But it also forces lawyers in the
Pentagon to craft orders for the
troops that could see them firing
on Syrian government or Russian
fighters trying to take back oil
facilities that sit within the sover-
eign nation of Syria.

The officials spoke on condition
of anonymity in order to discuss
internal deliberations.

Trump’s order also slams the
door on any suggestion that the
bulk of the more than 1,200 U.S.
troops that have been in Syria will
be coming home anytime soon, as
he has repeatedly promised.

SEE SYRIA ON PAGE 7
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Troops’ pay raise likely
safe despite wrangling

By STEVE BEYNON
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Troops are set to get
a pay bump next year, and their higher
paychecks seem safe despite partisan bick-
ering on Capitol Hill and looming threats
of a government shutdown.

“We’ll see what happens,” President
Donald Trump said Sunday about a fed-
eral government shutdown just before
Thanksgiving.

The 3.1% pay raise for service members
goes into effect Jan. 1 regardless of law-
makers’ partisan squabbling in Washing-
ton. The pay raise is mandated by federal
statute unless Congress or the president
intervenes — which is unlikely.

As a result, service members aren’t ex-
pected to immediately feel much impact
if the government shuts down later this
month. But a prolonged shutdown could
raise issues regarding some benefits.

Some Democratic lawmakers are wor-
ried about the possibility of a partial gov-
ernment shutdown in the middle of the
impeachment investigation against Trump.
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer,
D-N.Y,, said he believes it’s possible Trump
could allow the fourth shutdown during his
administration as a diversion tactic from
the dals plaguing his presid: A

“I'mincreasingly worried that President
Trump may want to shut down the gov-
ernment again because of impeachment,”
Schumer said last week during a news
conference. “He always likes to create di-
versions. I hope and pray he won’t want
to cause another government shutdown,
because it might be a diversion away from
impeachment.”

Some lawmakers are confident the
National Defense Authorization Act, or
NDAA, which directs policy and spending
plans for the Defense Department, will ul-

timately pass Congress, despite the clock
ticking before funding runs out in a little
more than two weeks. The federal govern-
ment has been funded since Oct. 1, the start
of the fiscal year, by a temporary spending
measure known as a continuing resolution,
which expires Nov. 21.

At the same time, some Democrats are
concerned Trump might stand his ground
on border security. In that event, there are
other ways that Congress could guarantee
troops receive pay raises, such as passing a
separate stand-alone bill to ensure service
members are paid during a shutdown — as
was done during the 2013 shutdown when
lawmakers passed the Pay Our Military
Act.

There’s also a fallback plan, the “skinny”
NDAA, which was introduced by James
Inhofe, R-Okla., the chairman of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee. The plan
essentially funds the military without
some of the controversial elements stalling
Congress, most notably siphoning military
money for the southern border wall. One
senior Republican aide who spoke on the
condition of anonymity called it the “break
glass in case of emergency” plan. But it
might be dead on arrival in the Democrat-
controlled House.

“Some have suggested that we will be
forced to abandon our negotiations this
year and instead pass a ‘skinny bill,’” said
Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash, chairman of
the House Armed Services Committee.
“Any bill that does not restrict wall funding
would be challenging to bring to the House
floor. It is equivalent to failure — not just
for the men and women in uniform who are
counting on us to pass the NDAA, but also
to the national defense of our country.”

The 3.1% pay raise is the largest annual
increase in compensation for service mem-
bers since 2010. The raise would provide

junior enlisted soldiers with a more than
$700 boost next year. It would amount to a
raise of more than $2,300 per year for an
0-3 officer who has served for eight years.

Republicans argue Democrats are wag-
ing a partisan battle over Trump’s long-
promised boost to border security with
military spending caught in the crossfire.

“When I was sworn into Congress, the
government was partially shut down. Now
we're just weeks away from a full shut-
down,” Rep. Dan Crenshaw, R-Texas, said
in a statement. “We cannot govern from
one shutdown to another. House Democrats
are going to have to put their impeachment
goals aside and find a way to work with the
president to get this done.”

Democrats and the White House are
sparring over the same issue again —
Trump’s demand for border wall spending,
which triggered the 35-day partial govern-
ment shutdown earlier this year, the lon-
gest in U.S. history. The last government
shutdown happened after defense spend-
ing was agreed upon and most service
members were not affected. However, the
Coast Guard missed a paycheck due to the
service’s funding mostly coming from the
Department of Homeland Security, not the
Defense Department.

“As President Trump learned earlier this
year when he shut down the government,
no one benefits from a government shut-

to distract
the public’s
attention
from
impeachment
proceedings.
Susan WaLSH/AP

down,” said Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio,
a member of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee. “Veterans, service members,
seniors, federal workers and working
families all get hurt when the government
shuts down. We need to work together and
do our jobs.”

There’s no immediate concern for ben-
efits for troops and veterans. The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs is able to continue
services uninterrupted in the case of a
shutdown, according to a guide released in
2013. But if a shutdown extends to Christ-
mas, benefits appeals and the claims pro-
cess will slow down or be shut down.

“Veterans and military-connected stu-
dents should not worry right now about a
government shutdown impacting their ben-
efits. However, if the shutdown goes longer
than a month then all kinds of government
benefits could be impacted, from GI Bill to
disability compensation to Social Security
checks,” said Carrie Wofford, president of
Veterans Education Success, a veterans
advocacy group.

“In the end, this is a democracy and it’s
up to citizens to demand that our elected
officials keep the government running.
If veterans are worried, they should call
their congressmen and senators to get the
government funded ASAP.”
beynon.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @StevenBeynon
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Next senior enlisted
adviser known for
his high standards

By JouN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany
— When Ramon “CZ” Colon-
Lopez was a freshman at Sacred
Heart University in Connecti-
cut 30 years ago, he had the fire
of a future hard-charging Air
Force pararescueman but lacked
discipline.

“I had too much energy,” he
said. “I wasn’t a bad student, but I
wasn’t a focused student.”

In search of purpose, Colon-
Lopez did what millions of young-
sters have done for generations:
He turned to the military.

Now, 29 years after joining
the Air Force, Chief Master Sgt.
Colon-Lopez is poised to become
the military’s top enlisted service
member, capping a career that
has included long stints as a spe-
cial operator in Afghanistan.

When he formally assumes his
new duties next month as senior
enlisted adviser to Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen.
Mark Milley, Colon-Lopez will
bring with him a penchant for
blunt talk, a fixation on main-
taining military standards and
a focus on discipline that’s been
honed over three decades.

As the military’s senior enlist-
ed leader, a position established
in 2005, Colon-Lopez will also be
a voice to military brass on issues
facing the enlisted ranks.

One focus will be connecting
with the special operations com-
munity from which Colon-Lopez
came, he said during an interview
at his office in Stuttgart where he
serves as U.S. Africa Command’s
senior enlisted leader.

Numerous high-profile instanc-
es of misconduct within the ranks
of the elite units over the past few
years have revealed what senior
special operations commanders
have described as a damaged cul-
ture of discipline.

“Clearly, our special operations
forces have been gunning and
running pretty hard for the last
two decades,” Colon-Lopez said.
“There are some cracks in the
armor that we have to pay close

attention to.

“By virtue of credibility and
being a member of that commu-
nity, I think it is going to facilitate
a lot of the conversations,” Colon-
Lopez said.

Discipline, standards

Service members curious about
Colon-Lopez’s priorities can look
to his writings on leadership and
conduct.

Known in Air Force circles for
his essays on “carnivore lead-
ership” — an idea that involves
a push to exceed standards
— Colon-Lopez has written at
length on the dangers of reward-
ing mediocrity.

“We have sunk down a slope of
entitlement and selfishness that
has eroded the honor of being a
U.S. service member,” he wrote to
his airmen while serving in 2013
as command chief of the 18th
Wing at Kadena Air Force Base
in Japan. “This false sense of self-
worth and value to the organiza-
tion is a product of many years
of leadership ignoring weak per-
formers and failing to help them
become productive Airmen.”

When it comes to underper-
formers, “Mediocrity must be
killed and mediocracy over-
thrown,” he said at the time.

In a similar vein, Colon-Lopez
is unlikely to advocate for relax-
ing military grooming standards
or granting “waivers in order to
be lazy and noncompliant.”

“Always make it a point to look
your best upon waking up. Do not
spout excuses when you fall short
of a standard,” he wrote in one of
his leadership essays.

Plaques and memorabilia cover
the walls in Colon-Lopez’s Stutt-
gart office, including a bat from
retired Yankee Derek Jeter that
he will be taking with him to his
new job in Washington.

A lifelong fan, he said he’s
learned lessons from the Yankees
over the years about how stan-
dards and winning go hand in
hand. The Yankee pinstripes are
the same as those worn by Babe
Ruth a century ago. The players

U.S. Africa Command Command Chief Master Sgt. Ramon Colon-Lopez speaks
Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti, in 2017. Colon-Lopez will start working as the next senior enlisted adviser to
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff next month.

must keep their hair short. No
beards are allowed, unlike on
other ball clubs.

Finding focus

Born in Puerto Rico, Colon-
Lopez moved to Connecticut
when he was a teenager.

It was in Bridgeport, Conn.,
that he wound up in the Air Force,
almost by accident. At the local
recruiting station, the Marines
weren’t around and the Army guy
was busy, Colon-Lopez recalled.
That left the Air Force recruiter.

“I need to get the heck out of
Bridgeport, Conn. How do I do
that?” Colon-Lopez asked at the
time. The answer was to sign on
as an Air Force transportation
specialist.

“I had a couple of rough years
adjusting,” he said. “I was a good
airman, but I started reverting to
my ways at college. Too much en-
ergy, not enough focus.”

Eventually he realized a desk
job wasn’t for him and, after
meeting a pararescueman, de-
cided to give the program a try.
His first reaction when training
started was, “What the hell did I

get myself into?”

After 12 weeks, the class of
more than 100 airmen at the
demanding special operations
school had been whittled down to
12 — and Colon-Lopez was one of
them. By the time the two-year
course was done, only Colon-
Lopez and a couple of others had
made it through.

“That’s when my life was de-
fined,” he said. “I knew I was
going to be an airman for life. And
the pararescueman code, that be-
came the script for my life.”

Soon after Sept. 11,2001, Colon-
Lopez deployed to Afghanistan,
‘where he took part in numerous
combat search and rescue mis-
sions to capture or kill high-value
targets. In 2004, he provided per-
sonal security for Hamid Karzai,
then the newly elected president
of Afghanistan.

During his time in Afghani-
stan, he was awarded the Bronze
Star with Valor and was among
the first to receive the Air Force
Combat Action Medal.

Impacting Africa

During his three-year tenure

PauL Gorman/U.S. Air National Guard

to service members at

in Stuttgart, Colon-Lopez has
changed how AFRICOM coor-
dinates with NCO corps across
the African continent. In 2018,
regional training hubs were
launched in four African coun-
tries and four more such “centers
of excellence” will be set up in the
year ahead.

AFRICOM’s Gen. Stephen J.
Townsend said Colon-Lopez’s
“leadership and innovation will
positively impact generations of
African military partners.”

“His Africa Enlisted Develop-
ment Strategy will be an endur-
ing legacy and key to building
and increasing the capacity of
our partners,” Townsend said in
a statement.

Malawi now runs a sergeant
majors academy where 12 other
countries send personnel for
schooling.

“We are seeing dividends,”
Colon-Lopez said. “It’s creating
sustainable options for our Afri-
can partners.”

vandiver.john@stripes.com
Twitter: @john_vandiver

1 in custody after bomb threat called in to Yokosuka barracks

By CarTLIN DOORNBOS
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan
— One person was in custody Wednes-
day following a bomb threat that spurred
evacuations and closed off some areas for
several hours at the home of the Navy’s 7th
Fleet south of Tokyo, officials said.

The threat came in at 3:58 p.m. target-
ing a barracks for single sailors near the
Personnel Support Detachment building,
according to Yokosuka spokesman Randall
Baucom. Officials evacuated the area and

closed nearby roads for about five hours
“out of an abundance of caution,” he said.

No explosives were found in the barracks
or surrounding area, Baucom said.

The all-clear was issued about 8 p.m.

As military working dogs swept the
barracks about 6 p.m., sailors and family
members waited just outside the closed-off
area, which included Clement Boulevard
from Nimitz Boulevard to the base bowl-
ing alley about two blocks away.

The threatened barracks — building
3333 — is near one of Yokosuka’s two driv-

ing gates. The road closures backed up
traffic and forced many rush-hour com-
muters to use a single exit.

Seaman Cameron Hardrick, 21, a culi-
nary specialist assigned to the USS Blue
Ridge, said he had just started doing laun-
dry at a nearby barracks when his room-
mate told him about the evacuation order.

“Yeah, I'm going to have some wet
clothes [when I return home],” he said. “I'll
probably be up all night.”

Standing in a group of sailors near the
closed road, Hardrick said the incident

would make for a difficult morning. “I work
at [4 am.],” he said. “I need at least seven
to eight hours of sleep to be effective.”

Baucom would not say how the bomb
threat was received, citing an active Naval
Criminal Investigative Services investiga-
tion into the incident.

“Fleet Activities Yokosuka takes all
threats of this nature very seriously and
will take all precautions to protect the
community,” he said.

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos
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25th Infantry Division in |
Hawaii gets new leader

By WyarT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

SCHOFIELD  BARRACKS,
Hawaii — Maj. Gen. James Jar-
rard’s career of Army leader-
ship has spanned from Operation
Desert Storm in Kuwait in 1991
to the recent command of forces
for Operation Inherent Resolve
that decimated the Islamic State
caliphate.

On Tuesday, he took command
of the 25th Infantry Division and
its roughly 12,000 soldiers dur-
ing a ceremony at Schofield Bar-
racks, Hawaii.

He replaces Maj. Gen. Ronald
Clark, who has held command
since January 2018. Clarkis slated
to serve as the next chief of staff
for U.S. Indo-Pacific Command.

Jarrard most recently served
as director of operations for U.S.
Special Operations Command at
MacDill Air Force Base, Fla.

He served as a company com-
mander with the 25th Infantry
Division in the 1990s.

“I think the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion has a long and distinct histo-

ry of developing and maintaining
partnerships with all of our key
allies and partners throughout
the Pacific region,” he told report-
ers after the ceremony. “It is my
intention to continue to maintain
those  that
are deep and
well-solidi-

fied and to
improve on
those  that
aren’t”
Command
Sgt.  Maj.
William
Pouliot  as-
sumed the

Jarrard position  of
the division’s senior enlisted ad-
viser during the ceremony.

Lt. Gen. Gary Volesky, com-
mander of I Corps and Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, Wash., told the
audience that Clark took com-
mand of the 25th at a time of
heightened tensions with North
Korea — “one of the most chal-
lenging times, not only for this di-
vision, but for our Corps and our
nation.”

“We thought we were only
months away from deploying our
forces to the Korean Peninsula,”
Volesky said of the period when
North Korea was stepping up
test-firing of ballistic missiles.

“Even though he hadn’t been in
the position long, Maj. Gen. Clark
quickly identified which systems
had to be instituted immediately
and developed a superb plan to
prepare his division to deploy,
fight and win,” Volesky said.

As those tensions eased, Clark
maintained a tempo that kept the
division’s units dispersed in the
Pacific as a means of deterring
regional threats and set to deploy
“at a moment’s notice,” he said.

The commander of the 25th
Infantry Division also serves as
senior commander of U.S. Army
Hawaii.

In that role, Clark came
under fire earlier this year after
a 7-month-old girl died at an
unlicensed day care at the Army-
managed Aliamanu Military Res-
ervation in Honolulu.

Military police had shut down
the unlicensed day care several

WvarT OLson/Stars and Stripes

perform a

warrior dance, hui ha'a koa,

during a ch: f-
Hawaii, on Tuesday

times in the months preceding
the child’s death, but it had quick-
ly resumed operation each time.

The girl’s mother and other res-
idents of the military community
have criticized U.S. Army Hawaii
officials for not more speedily
evicting the day care provider,
who has since been charged with
manslaughter and awaits trial.

U.S. Army Hawaii has com-
pleted an investigation into the
death and the administration of
home-based child care on Army
installations, but it did not release
the findings to the public and has
no plans to do so.

The 25th Infantry Division was
activated on Oct. 1, 1941 — just

y at

two months before the Japanese
surprise attack on Oahu — and
it has always been based at Scho-
field Barracks.

“We’re the only division in
the United States Army that
serves where it was born,” Clark
said during the ceremony as he
stood facing a formation of 1,000
soldiers.

“You are our nation’s finest
warriors,” he said. “You're the
best trained, most fit, most co-
hesive team of teams I have ever
served with. It is my personal and
professional honor to have served
in your ranks.”

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
Twitter: @WyattWolson
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Marine transport
commander fired

By MarTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
“A loss of trust and confidence”
has led the Marine Corps to re-
lieve the head of one of its highest
performing S
motor trans- K
port i
after
than
months  on

was
fired Mon-
day from his
post as com-
mander of the 3rd Transportation
Support Battalion by 3rd Marine
Logistics Group head Brig. Gen.
Keith Reventlow, a III Marine
Expeditionary Force statement
said Wednesday.

The battalion provides trans-
portation and support for III MEF
through the distribution of per-
sonnel, equipment and supplies
by air, ground and sea, according
to the unit’s website. It falls under
Combat Logistics Regiment 3 and

the 3rd Marine Logistics Group.

Marine officials declined to
comment Wednesday on why
Davis was fired. They said he will
be replaced on an interim basis
by battalion executive officer
Maj. Mitch Bruce.

“The investigation will be
closed at the end of November
and I can provide you more infor-
mation at that time,” 3rd Marine
Logistics Group spokeswoman
1st Lt. Tori Sharpe said in an
email to Stars and Stripes. “Lt.
Col. Davis’ replacement has not
yet been identified.”

Davis took command of 3rd
Transportation Support Battal-
ion from Lt. Col. Matthew Mul-
vey on June 14. Just one month
prior, the unit was named Marine
Corps Motor Transport Unit of
the Year.

Davis’ Marine Corps biography
had been removed from the unit
website by the time the statement
was issued Wednesday. He hails
from Tylertown, Miss., and was
commissioned in August 2001,
according to previous Marine
Corps statements.

burke.matt@stripes.com
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel

US-S. Korea combined air
exercise set for next month

By Kim GAMEL
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — The
United States and South Korea
will hold a combined air exercise
next month to replace the former
annual drills known as Vigilant
Ace, officials said.

The allies canceled Vigilant
Ace and several other joint drills
last year to facilitate nuclear
talks with North Korea, which
considers them a rehearsal for an
invasion.

“There are no plans to skip
upcoming combined exercises,”
Army Lt. Col. Dave Eastburn, a
Pentagon spokesman, said Tues-
day in Washington, giving it a ge-
neric name. “We are proceeding
with the Combined Flying Train-
ing Event as planned.”

He didn’t give more details.
South Korean officials told the
Yonhap News Agency the drills
will be conducted at a smaller
scale than in previous years.

The 7th Air Force also declined
to provide more information, say-
ingit doesn’t comment on planned
or executed training as a matter
of policy.

“We view all training as rou-
tine and continuously executed by

professional militaries as a way
to maintain trust, proficiency and
readiness,” 7th Air Force spokes-
man Lt. Col. Omar Villarreal said
Tuesday in an email.

In 2017, as tensions with North
Korea were high, the allies mobi-
lized about 230 aircraft, includ-
ing F-22 Raptors, F-35 Lightning
IIs, F-16 Fighting Falcons, F-15
Eagles and F/A-18 Hornet fighter
jets for the Americans and F-15K
Slam Eagles and F-4 Phantom IIs
for the South Koreans.

Seoul and Washington insist the
exercises are aimed at ensuring
they can operate together in joint
missions, but they always infuri-
ate the North, which frequently
responded with missile tests or
fiery propaganda.

Vigilant Ace was the fourth
major exercise canceled last year
after President Donald Trump
announced he would be “stopping
the war games,” calling them
“very expensive” and “provoca-
tive,” after his first summit with
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un in Singapore.

Diplomatic efforts to persuade
the North to give up its nuclear
weapons have stalled as subse-
quent summits and working-level

talks have failed to bridge the gap
between Pyongyang’s demands
for sanctions relief and other re-
wards for steps already taken
and Washington’s insistence on
more extensive dismantlement
measures.

North Korea has given the
Trump administration an end-of-
year deadline to come up with a
more flexible approach, warning
it may resume long-range missile
and nuclear tests if the stalemate
continues.

The North already has con-
ducted several short-range weap-
ons tests this year, but Trump has
largely dismissed those as insig-
nificant despite experts warning
they demonstrate advances in
capabilities.

U.S. military officials, mean-
while, have stressed that joint
training continues so that it can
maintain the highest levels of
readiness and security, but most
of them are not named.

Stars and Stripes reporter Corey
Dickstein contributed to this report
from the Pentagon.
gamel.kim@stripes.com

Twitter: @kimgamel

sy

' CHRI

L |
DEC 25 WED

SERVING FROM MO0 - 1200
ADULTS: $29.9

ME
NEW YEAR

H
EVENT

THE NEW SANNO PRESENTS

Live Music Series

2000 NOV

The Empire Ballroom

one night only
NO
coveR

16

SAT

BOOK NOW!!

229-7151, 03-3440-7871 EXT. 7151

eventsa

henewsanno.com
1 able

THE NEW SANNO




Pace 6 SEIRRER R

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Thursday, November 7, 2019

MILITARY

.

MicHagL Yearra/U.S. Army
Army soldiers assigned to the 2nd Cavalry Regiment establish a defensive position during the Dragoon
Ready i i on

Soldiers move to forests to
prep for mission in Poland

By MARTIN EGNASH
Stars and Stripes

VILSECK, Germany — U.S.
and French armored units are
fighting mock battles in southern
Germany this week to prepare
for the Americans’ deployment
to the former eastern bloc, aimed
at deterring Russian aggres-
sion against the Baltic states and
Poland.

The exercise in Hohenfels is
the last of a series ahead of the
Army 2nd Cavalry Regiment’s
Enhanced Forward Presence, or
EFP, rotation, which starts Janu-
ary in Bemowo Piskie in north-
eastern Poland, about S0 miles
south of the Russian exclave of
Kaliningrad.

The exercise, Dragoon Ready,
“replicates a potential real-world
scenario in which [the regiment]
would respond quickly and effec-
tively to an act of aggression, just
as we did in Desert Storm in 1991,
and just as we could do anywhere
in Europe today from the Baltics
to Balkans and from the Atlantic
Ocean to the Caspian Sea,” said
the regiment’s operations officer,
Maj. Andrew Webb.

In the first stage of Dragoon
Ready, U.S. and French forces
conducted a live-fire exercise in
southern Germany, shelling tar-
gets with Howitzers and Strykers
with the support of Apache gun-
ships and sappers blowing up ob-
jectives on the ground.

This week, the troops moved to
the muddy forests of the Hohen-
fels training area, where they are
facing a simulated conventional
enemy played by other U.S. sol-
diers armed with modern weap-
ons and vehicles.

Timorhy Hamun/U.S. Army

A soldier conducts dawn and clearing procedures during Dragoon
Ready in Grafenwoehr, Germany, last month.

The mock battles are the final
stages of the exercise, which con-
cludes later this month, and will
prepare the 2nd Cavalry for their
upcoming deployment to Poland
with EFP, Webb said.

Four battalion-size battle-
groups are deploying on a rota-
tional basis to Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania and Poland to boost
NATO’s forward presence in
eastern Europe for EFP, the Alli-
ance says on its website. The mul-
tinational battlegroups are led
by the United Kingdom, Canada,
Germany and the U.S.

Having NATO forces in the
former eastern bloc and on the

doorstep of the Baltic states,
which were Soviet republics from
the end of World War II until the
fall of the Soviet Union in 1991,
“maximizes the strengths of our
allies to be more effective on the
battlefield, should the need arise,”
Webb said.

The mission is in response
to the Kremlin’s annexation of
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula
in 2014, the ongoing conflict in
Ukraine’s eastern provinces and
increased military activity close
to NATO’s eastern border.

egnash.martin@stripes.com
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes

Guard cyber teams
aid states on 2020
election security

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Twenty-
seven states activated National
Guard cybersecurity cells in
November 2018 to help ensure
critical network infrastructure
remained unobstructed dur-
ing the midterm elections, the
Guard’s top general said Tuesday,
predicting more states would de-
ploy such teams in 2020.

As concerns about election se-
curity in the United States have
risen in recent years amid threats
from Russia and others, the Na-
tional Guard has increased the
size of its cyber force and turned
to experts within its ranks who
have honed critical cyber skills in
their civilian jobs, Air Force Gen.
Joseph Lengyel, commander of
the National Guard Bureau, told
reporters at the Pentagon.

Though those National Guard
units were not forced to contend
with an active threat to elections
in 2018, governors and others
have recognized the need to have
their own state-level forces pre-
pared to ensure no one tampers
with U.S. elections, just as Guard
members provide them the abil-
ity to respond to a natural disas-
ter, the general said.

“Our goal as men and women
of the National Guard is to be able
to offer these kinds of service to
our governors to respond to a do-
mestic event, whether it’s a hur-
ricane, a fire, a flood or a cyber
event. It’s just another military
skill set that we have that can be
used Lengyel said.

.. Election network security is
a very state-centric thing. We're
an additive measure that can aug-
ment state response entities ...
and we’re trying to grow it.”

Today, the National Guard
boasts some 3,900 cyber troops
in S9 cyber units with elements
in all 50 states. It has also looked
to cyber experts who have honed
their skills in their civilian ca-
reers to contribute to the mission,
Lengyel said.

More cyber teams are being
added. The Army National Guard
will build its newest cyber unit in
Indiana — the 127th Cyber Bat-
talion — and it will include nearly
100 cyber soldiers, the Pentagon
announced this week.

In Illinois, top officials earlier
this year established cyber re-
sponse teams where Guard mem-
bers with cyber skills who serve
in other military specialties can
serve temporary, two-year as-
signments that take advantage of
their talents. In Texas, Guard of-
ficials have identified some 1,000
troops within their ranks with
civilian world-honed cyber skills
who they could call upon if they
need, officials said.

The top general for the state
of Washington’s National Guard,

which has a cyber force that in-
cludes experts from top technol-
ogy companies based in the state
including Microsoft and Amazon,
said his cyber teams started to
plan this week for their opera-
tions for the 2020 election. Their
plans will look similar to ones
that they used in 2018, said Army
Maj. Gen Bret Daugherty, the

The Washmgton Guard adjutant
general said a 10-person cyber
team would spend months study-
ing the state’s election network
for any vulnerabilities and then
plan how to fix or respond to any
such issues that they find along-
side their counterparts from the
Washington State Department’s
information technology team.

The final phase of that opera-
tion will be to protect the network
on Election Day.

“That is monitoring the net-
work, looking for any bad ac-
tors that may be trying to hack
in, doing whatever we can to try
to keep that from happening,”
Daugherty said Tuesday at the
Pentagon. “So then we are on
hand to respond if all our efforts
have failed and the bad guys find
away in.”

In several states, Guard
members have recently found
themselves gaining real-world
experience responding to seri-
ous cyberthreats. In response to
ransomware attacks launched at
local government institutions in
Texas, Louisiana and other states
in recent months, governors have
ordered Guard cyber teams to
active-duty service to help other
state agencies respond to the
incursions.

Texas brought about 50 Guard
members onto active duty for
about two weeks in August to help
when critical networks for 22 cit-
ies and counties were attacked
by entities demanding a ransom,
said Army Maj. Gen. Tracy Nor-
ris, the top officer in the Texas
National Guard. The Guard cyber
members were able to aid other
state officials in fixing the net-
work access issues without pay-
ing the ransom, she said.

Louisiana launched a similar
response in July when a ransom-
ware attack brought down net-
works for 11 districts including
more than 50 schools just weeks
before the beginning of the school
year, said Kenneth Donnelly, who
leads that state’s cybersecurity
programs.

Donnelly warned other attacks
were ongoing as of Tuesday and
threats to cyber infrastructure
would only continue to grow and
the National Guard would have
to continue to boost its efforts in
cybersecurity

“This is ongomg ” he said. “It’s
the new norm.”

dickstein.corey@stripes.com
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC
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Syria: Uncertainty over US legal authority to use troops to protect oil fields

FROM FRONT PAGE

Sen. Tim Kaine, a Virginia
Democrat, called the mission
misguided.

“Risking the lives of our troops
to guard oil rigs in eastern Syria
is not only reckless, it’s not legally
authorized,” Kaine told The Asso-
ciated Press. “President Trump
betrayed our Kurdish allies that
have fought alongside American
soldiers in the fight to secure a fu-
ture without ISIS — and instead
moved our troops to protect oil
rigs.”

The Pentagon will not say how
many forces will remain in Syria
for the new mission. Other offi-
cials, also speaking on condition
of anonymity to discuss ongoing
deliberations, suggest the total
number could be at least 800
troops, including the roughly 200
who are at the al-Tanf garrison in
southern Syria.

According to officials, lawyers
are trying to hammer out details
of the military order, which would
make clear how far troops will be
able to go to keep the oil in the
Kurds’ control.

The legal authority for U.S.
troops going into Syria to fight
ISIS militants was based on the
2001 and 2002 Authorizations for
Use of Military Force that said
U.S. troops can use all necessary
force against those involved in
the Sept. 11 attacks on America

ANKARA, Turkey — Tur-
key has captured a wife of the
slain leader of Islamic State,
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, Turk-

Turkish president announces capture of dead ISIS leader’s wife

under Islamic law.
“We caught his wife, but we
didn’t make a fuss about it. T am

ish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan said Wednesday.
Erdogan made the announce-
ment during aspeech in the cap-
ital, Ankara, but gave no other
details. He did not say when or
how the woman was captured
or identify her by name.
Al-Baghdadi was known to
have four wives, the maximum
number he can have at one time

ar ing this today for the
first time,” Erdogan said, while
criticizing the U.S. for leading
a “communications campaign”
about al-Baghdadi’s slaying.
The ISIS leader blew himself
up during an Oct. 26 raid by
U.S. special forces on his heav-
ily fortified safe house in the
Syrian province of Idlib.
Erdogan’s announcement
comes just days after Turkish

forces captured al-Baghdadi’s
elder sister, identified as Ras-
miya Awad, in the town of Azaz,
in Aleppo province in north-
western Syria.

Turkey has seized on both
incidents to highlight what it
says is its fight against ISIS in
the face of accusations that the
Turkish military offensive last
month to drive Syrian Kurdish
fighters from northeast Syria
would allow for a resurgence of
the militant Islamic group.

From The Associated Press

and to prevent any future acts of
international terrorism. So, legal
experts say the U.S. may have
grounds to use the AUMF to pre-
vent the oil from falling into ISIS’
hands.

But protecting the oil from
Syria government forces or other
entities may be harder to defend.

“The U.S. is not at war with ei-
ther Syria or Turkey, making the
use of the AUMF a stretch,” said
Stephen Vladeck, a national secu-
rity law professor at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin.

He added that while the U.S.
Constitution bestows significant
war powers on the president,

those are generally meant to be
about self-defense and for the
collective defense of the country.
Arguing that securing the oil is
necessary for national security
“just strikes me as a bridge too
far,” he said.

Members of Congress, includ-
ing Kaine, have also raised objec-
tions to the Trump administration
using the AUMF as a basis for
war against a sovereign govern-
ment. That type of action, he and
others have argued, required ap-
proval by Congress.

U.S. officials said the order
approved by Trump does not in-
clude any mandate for the U.S. to

take Syria’s oil.

Trump has said multiple times
that the U.S. is “keeping the oil.”
But the White House and the
Pentagon have so far been un-
able to explain what he means
by that. Defense Secretary Mark
Esper said Friday he “interprets”
Trump’s remarks to mean the
military should deny ISIS access
to the oil fields.

There were already a couple of
hundred U.S. troops around Deir
el-Zour, and additional forces
with armored vehicles, including
Bradley infantry carriers, have
begun moving in. Officials have
said the total force there could

grow to about 500.

Trump, Esper and other de-
fense leaders have said it’s im-
portant to protect the oil so ISIS
militants can’t regain control of
the area and use the revenues to
finance their operations.

Currently, the U.S.-backed
Syrian Kurdish forces have con-
trolled the oil, supported by a
small contingent of U.S. troops.

A quiet arrangement has ex-
isted between the Kurds and the
Syrian government whereby Da-
mascus buys the surplus through
middlemen in a smuggling op-
eration that has continued despite
political differences. The Kurd-
ish-led administration sells crude
oil to private refiners, who use
primitive homemade refineries
to process fuel and diesel and sell
it back to the administration.

It’s unclear how long that
agreement may continue. And if
some dispute arises, U.S. troops
must have clear guidance on how
to respond.

U.S. forces can use military
force to protect themselves. But
the oil fields are expansive, and
troops can’t be everywhere. If,
for example, Syrian government
troops try to retake a portion of
an oil facility and U.S. troops are
not nearby, it’s unclear now how
much force they could use if they
aren’t acting in self-defense.
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Danke schon!
30th Anniversary of the Fall of the Berlin Wall

In 1989, a peaceful revolution
turned Germany into the happiest
nation in the world. Families
reunited. Freedom prevailed.
Germany became whole and free.

The trust and friendship of our
neighbors and allies helped bring
about this unique success story.
We will never forget America’s
support - from the Marshall Plan
and the Berlin Airlift, to John F.
Kennedy’s “ich bin ein Berliner”
and Ronald Reagan’s “tear down
this wall,” to the 2+4 negotiations
that led to German reunification.

Thirty years after the fall of the
Berlin Wall, we want to celebrate
and say thank-you to the
American people. That is why we
last year launched the initiative

Photograph of Wunderbar together hot air

Visit us on social media @GermanyinUSA

“Wunderbar together - Germany
and the U.S.” a year of German-
American friendship with over
2,000 events taking place in all 50
states from Alabama to Wyoming.

We look forward to expanding
our precious bonds of friendship
in the future. As a reliable, key ally
in the center of a united Europe,
Germany will continue to strive
for freedom, human rights, peace
and security, and for the closest
possible cooperation with our
transatlantic partners - with you.

And as you prepare to honor those
who have served their country
this Veterans Day, we would like
to salute them as well and say,
“Danke schon!”

A.IMMIJOI\LM,\ Germany
A | and the US.
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Anesthetic shows promise treating PTSD

By JENNIFER H. Svan
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — Injecting a local anesthetic
next to a bundle of nerves in the
neck significantly reduced post-
traumatic stress disorder symp-
toms in service members, the
results of a two-year clinical trial
published Wednesday show.

The Pentagon-funded trial
conducted at two military medi-
cal centers in the U.S. and one
in Germany found that PTSD
symptoms improved after service
members received an injection of
stellate ganglion block. The find-
ings, published in the medical
journal JAMA Psychiatry, could
revolutionize the way service
members and veterans are treat-
ed for PTSD.

“This does represent a new
treatment option,” Kristine Rae
Olmsted, one of the lead investi-

gators on the trial, told Stars and
Stripes.

“In the hands of a qualified
physician, it can really represent
relief for people who are suffer-
ing from PTSD,” said Olmsted,
of the RTI International research
institute, which received a $2 mil-
lion grant from the Defense De-
partment to conduct the trial.

With 108 participants, the
study was the largest random,
controlled trial of the SGB in-
jection for PTSD and the first to
be carried out simultaneously at
multiple sites.

Participants’ PTSD symp-
toms were assessed by a mental
health professional before they
received the first of two placebo
or SGB injections and again eight
weeks later. The mental health
interviewer did not know which
participants were receiving a pla-
cebo and which were getting the
active SGB injection.

At the eight-week assessment,
symptom relief was found to be
significantly better for patients
who were given the SGB shot, the
study said.

One participant described feel-
ing “a radical change ... the first
day. It has helped me not to be
stressed and angry all the time.
I can now let stuff go rather than
blowing up about them,” the study
said.

“I do think, based on the find-
ings of our research, that stellate
ganglion block can be consid-
ered a new treatment option for
PTSD,” Olmsted said.

Further studies are planned to
determine, among other things,
how SGB works and how long its
positive effects last.

Chicago anesthesiologist Dr.
Eugene Lipov, who pioneered the
use of SGB to treat PTSD more
than 10 years ago, said he believes
the block reduces a protein nec-

essary for nerve cell survival and
new nerve growth, called Nerve
Growth Factor, to pre-trauma
levels.

NGF can surge in response
to stress and fear, causing new
nerve endings to sprout in the
brain, Lipov said in a 2016 in-
terview with Stars and Stripes.
These excess nerves produce
norepinephrine, which is simi-
lar to adrenaline, and can trig-
ger chronic stress, heightening
the “fight or flight” response, he
said.

But with the injection, “the
whole cascade reverses,” Lipov
said. “The sprouting falls off,
norepinephrine falls to normal
levels and people are calm and
collected.”

Some military doctors have
been using SGB for years to treat
patients with PTSD and want the
procedure to be more widely used
to treat the disorder.

Former Navy SEAL Dr. Sean
Mulvaney has successfully treat-
ed more than 1,000 patients with
PTSD using SGB, he says on his
website. Dakota Meyer, the first
living Marine to be awarded the
Medal of Honor since the Viet-
nam War, was one of his patients.

Having an SGB shot “made
such an impact on me ... I caught
myself singing in the shower,”
Meyer said in a video posted on
Mulvaney’s website.

“So many times, I've stood in
the shower with my hands against
the wall, the shower running over
me thinking ... ‘How am I going
to get through this day?””” Meyer
said in the video.

“I'll never forget that one mo-
ment, the day after I got the block,
singing in the shower. Like holy
smokes, I can’t believe this.”

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @stripesktown

Ex-Axis sailor who joined US Army
and served in Korea, Vietnam dies

By MaTTHEW KEELER
Stars and Stripes

YONGSAN GARRISON, South
Korea — A former German sub-
mariner who fought under Adolf
Hitler during World War II but
‘went on to join the U.S. Army and
serve in the Korean and Vietnam
wars has died.

Kurt Dressler, 91, died of pneu-
monia on Oct. 26 at St. Mary’s
Hospital in Seoul, surrounded
by family and friends, said Den-
nis Pugh, a friend and Masonic
brother to Dressler.

Dressler was born in a part of
the former Czechoslovakia that
was ceded to Nazi Germany in
1938, one year before World War
II broke out in Europe. Around
1944, at age 16, Dressler was
drafted into the German navy,
Pugh told Stars and Stripes
during a memorial service on
Friday.

Dressler was captured by the
U.S. Navy and taken to a prisoner
of war camp in the United States
but escaped and was working on a
farm when the law caught up with
him.

“The local sheriff found out and
arrested Kurt,” Pugh said. “By
the time he got to court the war
had ended and the judge gave him
two choices, go back to Germany
or join the U.S. Army.”

Dressler went on to serve in
the Korean War under the Eighth
Army and was a mess sergeant in
Vietnam, Pugh said. According to
official records, Dressler served
in Vietnam from Nov. 18, 1967, to
Jan. 9, 1968. More details were
not immediately available.

He also received American cit-
izenship under the since-discon-
tinued Lodge-Philbin Act, which
allowed foreigners to join the mil-
itary and receive U.S. citizenship
during the 1950s.

After 21 years of service,

P

Marrhew KeeLer/Stars and Stripes

Soldiers from the 142nd Military Police Company place a folded
flag before a photo of Army veteran Kurt Dressler inside South Post

Chapel at Yongsan Garrison, South Korea, on Friday.

. Dressler, a

former German submariner during World War Il, died at age 91.

Dressler retired from the Army
to South Korea in 1973. He be-
came a Mason in 1983, and at
the time of his death was the old-
est Mason on the Korean Penin-
sula associated with MacArthur
Lodge No.183 and the Valley of
Seoul Scottish Rite, according to
Pugh.

“Kurt was all about his com-
munity and his friendships and
taking care of others,” said fellow
Mason and friend Michael Alex-
ander, who also is director of the
2nd Infantry Division and Eighth
Army museum on Camp Hum-
phreys. “It was so important to
him to see his friends, but it was
important for us as his friends to
see him, too.”

On Veterans Day in 2010,
Dressler attended a ceremony

where he got to meet then-Presi-
dent Barack Obama, who gave a
speech to all veterans, both past
and present, at Yongsan.

Dressler stayed active and
could often be seen walking or
swimming at Yongsan, Pugh said
during the memorial service Fri-
day at South Post Chapel.

“He could usually be spotted
at The Point at the Dragon Hill
Lodge to swim,” he said. “He
would sit out by the ice cream
shop, in the same chair, and talk
to many retirees.”

Dressler is survived by his wife,
‘Wol Yo Dressler, and will be bur-
ied at United Nations Cemetery in
Busan. A date has not been set.

keeler.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @MattKeeler1231

Remembrance, sorrow
at Fort Hood 10 years
after shooting killed 13

By Mary HUBER
Lubbock (Texas) Avalanche-Journal

KILLEEN, Texas — Jerilyn
Krueger said she woke Tuesday
with a heaviness in her chest,
reliving the feelings she experi-
enced 10 years ago when she first
learned her daughter, Amy, had
been killed at Fort Hood.

She had sat by the phone for
hours that day after hearing news
of the shooting at the Army post
in Texas. At 2:30 a.m., there was a
knock at the door. Two uniformed
officers delivered the news that
her daughter was gone.

“It’s unbelievable that it's been
10 years. It just doesn’t seem that
long,” Krueger said Tuesday.
“Tragedy is like that. It never
seems like it’s the time. It’s like it
stands still when you have some-
thing tragic happen.”

On Tuesday, Krueger walked to
apodium outside the Killeen Civic
and Conference Center, clutching
her niece, Theresa Rief’s, hand.

Krueger didn’t speak. Rief read
aloud a poem written in Amy
Krueger’s honor. One by one, fam-
ily members of the 13 who died in
the Nov. 5, 2009, massacre went to
the podium to share memories of
their loved ones.

The crowd of about 200 ob-
served a moment of silence as
the names of the dead and 31
wounded were read aloud, fol-
lowed by the playing of taps and a
resounding chorus of “God Bless
America.”

The Fort Hood shooting was
carried out by an Army major who
was a psychiatrist and became a
professed Islamic extremist.

An estimated 31 family mem-
bers of the fallen attended Tues-
day’s services. Teena Nemelka
wept as she read a poem for her
son, Pfc. Aaron Nemelka, who
was 19 when he was killed.

“We have a lot of tragedy in
the world these days, and a lot of
them don’t get honored like this,”
Krueger said.

Jeromian Lizama, THe KiLLeen (Texas) Daiy HeraLo/AP

Teena Nemelka, whose son, Pfc. Aaron Nemelka, was killed in the
2009 shooting massacre on Fort Hood, Texas, delivers a reading on
the 10-year anniversary at the Nov. 5, 2009 Fort Hood Memorial.
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Blue: Suburban voters
abandon GOP loyalties

FROM FRONT PAGE

who made gains on Tuesday did
so by largely avoiding positions
such as “Medicare for All” that
have animated the party’s left
flank in the Democratic presiden-
tial primary.

Democratic pickups in Virgin-
ia occurred in Washington and
Richmond suburbs that already
had trended in the party’s direc-
tion in recent years.

In Kentucky, Beshear gained
considerable ground on Bevin in
Kentucky’s suburban counties
that had helped propel the Re-
publican to office four years ago.
Other statewide GOP candidates
in Kentucky won by comfortable
margins. But the dip at the top
of the ticket still offered another
example in the Trump era of
suburban voters’ willingness to
abandon established Republican
loyalties — even with the presi-
dent making a personal appeal on
behalf of a GOP standard-bearer.

Trump’s 2020 campaign man-
ager tried to find a positive frame
for the results in a state Trump
won by 30 percentage points in
2016.

“The president just about
dragged Gov. Matt Bevin across
the finish line, helping him run
stronger than expected in what
turned into a very close race at
the end,” Brad Parscale said.

Trump may depend on Missis-
sippi, where he also campaigned
inthe final stretch before Election
Day, for something to crow about.
With Republican Gov. Phil Bry-
ant term-limited, GOP nominee
Tate Reeves defeated Democrat
Jim Hood to extend the GOP’s 20-
year hold on the state’s top office.
But even that contest could finish
with a single-digit margin in a
state Trump won by 28 percent-
age points three years ago.

The tighter result for Reeves re-
flected the same suburban trends
seen in other states. Heavily Re-
publican counties outside Jack-
son, Miss., and Memphis, Tenn.,
still tilted to the GOP nominee
but by noticeably narrower mar-
gins than what Bryant had four
years ago to win a second term.

Legislative seats also were on
the ballot in New Jersey, with
Democrats positioned to main-
tain their overwhelming majori-
ties and quell any opportunity for
Trump to suggest that the Repub-
licans were encroaching on Dem-
ocratic territory ahead of 2020.

While Tuesday’s results aren’t
necessarily predictive of what will

We are the FIRST and the BEST Certified Master
Rug Cleaner & Repairer in Kaiserslautern Area

happen next November, voters in
multiple states tied their deci-
sions to the national atmosphere,
particularly the president.

In Kentucky, Michael Jennings,
73, voted straight Democratic. A
Vietnam veteran, retired state
worker and former journalist,
Jennings described the president
as unfit for office and a threat to
American democracy.

“If Kentucky can send a small
flare up that we’re making the
necessary turn, that’s a hopeful
sign that would have reverbera-
tions far beyond our state,” he
said.

Yet Richard Simmons, 63, a
butcher from Glen Allen, Va., was
justas staunchly inthe GOP camp,
saying he voted for GayDonna
Vandergriff in a state House race.
Her Republican affiliation, Sim-
mons said, “means everything to
me, especially now.”

A staunch Trump supporter,
Simmons called the impeach-
ment investigation unfounded.

“It’s one diversion after an-
other to keep Trump from doing
anything,” he said. “He’s helped
the economy, like, big-time. And
I trust the guy.”

To explain Kentucky, Repub-
licans undoubtedly will echo the
Trump campaign and focus on
Bevin’s weaknesses. He spent
his term battling with state law-
makers — including Republicans
— and teachers.

Beshear, meanwhile, is well
known as state attorney general
and the son of Steve Beshear, who
won two terms as governor from
2007 to 2016 even as the state
trended more solidly Republi-
can in federal elections. Still, a
Bevin upset would leave Trump
explaining why his signature tac-
tic of late campaign rallies wasn’t
enough in a state he won easily in
2016.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, who easily defeated
Bevin in a 2014 Senate primary,
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Republican Gov.-elect Tate Reeves of

Rogeuio V. Souis/AP

at a state GOP election night

event Tuesday in Jackson, Miss. Reeves defeated Democratlc Aﬂorne'y General Jim Hood.

also has a vested interest in the
outcome. McConnell is favored to
win reelection next year in Ken-
tucky, even as national Demo-
crats harbor hopes of defeating
him. The powerful senator likely
will see a fundraising bonanza
for a potential challenger if Bes-
hear prevails.

In Mississippi, Republicans
have dominated state politics for
two decades. Reeves, the current
lieutenant governor, sought to
capitalize on those GOP leanings
after Hood, the attorney general,
acknowledged that he voted for
Hillary Clinton over Trump in
2016. Hood needed a high turn-
out of the state’s black voters and
a better-than-usual share of the
white vote to pull off the upset.

Reeves, Parscale said, will be
“a tremendous conservative lead-
er for Mississippians in fighting
for freedom and keeping taxes
low” and “a key ally” as 2020 ap-
proaches and Trump ramps up
his push for reelection.

Elsewhere, voters in the West
were deciding several ballot mea-
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sures, with residents of Tucson,
Ariz., appearing to overwhelm-
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Trump’s

By STEVE PEOPLES
Associated Press

NEW YORK — The suburban revolt
against President Donald Trump’s Repub-
lican Party is growing.

And if nothing else, the GOP’s struggle
across the South on Tuesday revealed that
Republicans don’t have a plan to fix it.

In Kentucky, Trump and his allies went
all in to rescue embattled Gov. Matt Bevin,
who literally wrapped himself in the pres-
ident’s image in his pugnacious campaign.

InVirginia, embattled Re-
ANALYSIS publicans ran away from
— Trump, downplaying

their support for his poli-
cies and encouraging him to stay away.

In the end, neither strategy was a sure
winner.

Bevin’s race was too close to call Tues-
day night, locked in a virtual dead heat
with Democrat Andy Beshear in a state
Trump won by nearly 30 percentage points
in 2016. The GOP in Virginia lost control of
both houses of the legislature for the first
time in a generation.

It’s difficult to draw sweeping conclu-
sions from state elections, each with their
own unique quirks and personalities. But
there’s little doubt Tuesday’s outcome is a
warning to Republicans across the nation a
year out from the 2020 election and a year
after the 2018 midterms: The suburbs are
still moving in the wrong direction.

“Republican support in the suburbs has
basically collapsed under Trump,” Repub-
lican strategist Alex Conant said. “Some-
how, we need to find a way to regain our
suburban support over the next year.”

‘They continue to lose needed support in suburban
districts, especially among women and college-
educated voters. That trend, if not reversed, is a

death spiral. 7

Rick Tyler
Republican strategist

The stakes are undoubtably high. While
neither Virginia nor Kentucky is likely
to be a critical battleground in the presi-
dential race next year, Tuesday’s results
confirm a pattern repeated across critical
swing states — outside of Philadelphia, De-
troit and Charlotte, N.C. They’re also sure
to rattle Republican members of Congress
searching for a path to victory through
rapidly shifting territory.

To be sure, Republicans demonstrated
their firm grip on rural areas, and turn-
out for both sides appeared to be healthy
for off-year elections. Notably, Kentucky’s
voters elected Republicans to a handful
of other ide offices. In Mississippi
another Trump stronghold, Republicans
kept their hold on the governor’s office, as
Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves defeated well-funded
Democratic Attorney General Jim Hood.

But the GOP’s challenge was laid bare in
places like Virginia’s Henrico County just
outside Richmond.

Republican state Sen. Siobhan Dun-
navant won there by almost 20 percentage
points four years ago. The area has recent-
ly been transformed by an influx of young-
er, college-educated voters and minorities,

a combination that’s become a recipe for
Democrats’ support.

With the final votes still trickling in
Tuesday night, Dunnavant was barely
ahead of Democrat Debra Rodman, a col-
lege professor who seized on Trump and
her Republican opponent’s opposition to
gun control to appeal to moderate voters.

In northern Virginia, Democrat John
Bell flipped a state Senate district from
red to blue in a district that has traditional-
ly favored Republicans. The race, set in the
rapidly growing and diverse counties out-
side of Washington, D.C., attracted nearly
$2 million in political advertising.

Democrats’ surging strength in the sub-
urbs reflects the anxiety Trump provokes
among moderates, particularly women,
who have rejected his scorched-earth
politics and uncompromising conservative
policies on health care, education and gun
violence.

Republicans’ response in Virginia was to
try to stay focused on local issues. In the
election’s final days, Dunnavant encour-
aged Trump to stay out of the state. The
president obliged, sending Vice President
Mike Pence instead.

GOP has no answer for suburban slide

Struggling for a unifying message, some

bli turned to i hment, try-

ing to tie local Democrats to their coun-

terparts in Washington and the effort to
impeach Trump.

No one played that card harder than
Kentucky’s Bevin, who campaigned aside

n “impeachment” banner and stood next
to Trump on the eve of the election.

But even in ruby-red Kentucky, Trump
was not a cure-all and the trouble in the
suburbs emerged.

Bevin struggled in Republican strong-
holds across the northern part of the state,
where the Democrats’ drift and increased
enthusiasm was clear.

In 2015, Bevin won Campbell County
south of Cincinnati handily. On Tuesday,
Beshear not only carried the county with
ease, he nearly doubled the number of
Democratic votes there, compared to the
Democratic nominee of four years ago.
Beshear also found another 74,000 Demo-
cratic votes in urban Jefferson County,
home of Louisville.

Beshear led Bevin by the narrowest of
margins Tuesday night.

Republicans were quick to blame Bevin
for his stumbles. The governor was dis-
tinctly unpopular and picked fights with
powerful interests in the state. Still, it was
difficult for Republicans not to note the
warning signs for the party next year and
beyond.

“They continue to lose needed support
in suburban districts, especially among
women and college-educated voters,” said
Republican strategist Rick Tyler. “That
trend, if not reversed, is a death spiral.”

Across the US, voters weigh in on a variety of issues

Associated Press

Voters in the West took a dim
view of taxes, while New Yorkers
backed a new way to elect some
of their leaders and a New Jersey
city cracked down on Airbnb.

Tucson voters seemed unin-
terested in becoming a sanctu-
ary city, and those in Washington
weighed whether to roll back lim-
its on affirmative action.

Across the country, ballot
measures gave voters a chance
to weigh in on a wide range of is-
sues. Among the highlights:

B Arizona: Tucson voters over-
‘whelmingly rejected a proposal to
designate their town as Arizona’s
only sanctuary city. The decision
in one of Arizona’s most liberal
cities is a relief for the Democrats
who control city government.
They worry the initiative would
jeopardize millions of dollars in
state and federal funding and put

A sign urging people to vote on

SeTH WeniG/AP

#lis

in Jersey City, N.J., on Tuesday. Voters approved restrictions on
Airbnb and other short-term rental companies.

public safety at risk. The initiative
was a direct challenge to the state
immigration law that drew global
attention, protests, boycotts and
lawsuits when it was adopted nine

years ago.

® New Jersey: Voters in a New
Jersey city that’s just a few min-
utes by train from lower Man-
hattan approved restrictions on

Airbnb and other short-term
rental companies. Jersey City,
home to around 271,000 people,
has become increasingly popular
with tourists seeking an alterna-
tive to pricey New York City lodg-
ing. That has led to complaints
about absentee owners turning
apartment buildings into de facto
hotels and having a negative ef-
fect on affordable housing. The
regulations limit how often land-
lords can rent properties if they
don’t live on site. They also forbid
short-term rentals in buildings
with more than four units if the
owner isn’t present and prohibit
renters from serving as hosts.

® New York: Voters in New
York City passed a measure to
adopt a ranked-choice voting sys-
tem in some future elections. The
new system, which passed with
overwhelming support, will let
people rank up to five candidates

inorder of preference, rather than
picking just one to support. Other
places, including Maine and San
Francisco, already use ranked
choice voting systems, but New
York City will be the most popu-
lous place in the United States
to embrace it. The system will
be used in primaries and special
elections starting in 2021.

® Washington: A measure that
reinstates the use of affirmative
action in state employment, con-
tracting and admission to public
colleges and universities was
narrowly losing. The measure
asks people whether they want to
change current laws that prohibit
state government from giving
preferential treatment to individ-
uals or groups based on race, sex,
color, ethnicity, or national origin
in public employment, public edu-
cation, or public contracting.

Kansas City voters approve removing MLK’s name from street

Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Kan-
sas City voters on Tuesday over-
whelmingly approved removing
Dr. Martin Luther King’s name
from one of the city’s most his-
toric boulevards, less than a year
after the city council decided to
rename The Paseo for the civil
rights icon.

Unofficial results vote showed
the proposal to remove King’s

name received nearly 70% of the
vote, with just over 30% voting to
retain King’s name.

The debate over the name of
the 10-mile boulevard on the
city’s mostly black east side began
shortly after the council’s deci-
sion in January to rename The
Paseo for King. Civil rights lead-
ers who pushed for the change
celebrated when the street signs
went up, believing they had fi-
nally won a decades-long battle

to honor King, which appeared to
end Kansas City’s reputation as
one of the largest U.S. cities in the
country without a street named
for him.

But a group of residents in-
tent on keeping The Paseo name
began collecting petitions to put
the name change on the ballot
and achieved that goal in April.

The campaign has been divi-
sive, with supporters of King’s
name accusing opponents of

being racist, while supporters of
The Paseo name say city leaders
pushed the name change through
without following proper proce-
dures and also ignored The Pas-
eo’s historic value.

Emotions reached a peak Sun-
day, when members of the “Save
the Paseo” group staged a silent
protest at a get-out-the-vote rally
at a black church for people want-
ing to keep the King name. They
walked into the Paseo Baptist

Church and stood along its two
aisles. The protesters stood si-
lently and did not react to several
speakers that accused them of
being disrespectful in a church
but they also refused requests
from preachers to sit down.

The Save the Paseo group col-
lected 2,857 signatures in April
— far more than the 1,700 needed
— to have the name change put to
a public vote.
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Envoy: ‘1 now do recall’

Ambassador amends impeachment probe testimony to
say Ukraine aid withheld over requested public statement

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — “I now do
recall.”

With that stunning rever-
sal, diplomat Gordon Sondland
handed House impeachment in-
vestigators another key piece of
corroborating testimony Tuesday.
He acknowledged what Demo-
crats contend was a clear quid pro
quo, pushed by President Donald
Trump and his personal lawyer,
Rudy Giuliani, with Ukraine.

Sondland, in an addendum to
his sworn earlier testimony, said
that military assistance to the
East European ally was being
withheld until Ukraine’s new
president agreed to release a
statement about fighting corrup-
tion as Trump wanted. Sondland
said he was the one who carried
the message to a Ukrainian of-
ficial on the sidelines of a con-
ference in Warsaw with Vice
President Mike Pence.

“I said that resumption of U.S.
aid would likely not occur until
Ukraine provided the public anti-
corruption statement that we had
been discussing for many weeks,”
Sondland recalled.

His three-page update, tucked
beneath hundreds of pages of
sworn testimony from Sondland
and former Ukraine Special

Sources say
refusal to
back envoy
was political

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The State
Department’s third-ranking of-
ficial was expected to tell House
impeachment investigators
Wednesday that political consid-
erations were behind the agency’s
refusal to deliver a robust defense
of the former U.S. ambassador to
Ukraine.

People familiar with the matter
say the highest-ranking career
diplomat in the foreign service,
David Hale, plans to say that Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo and
other senior officials determined
that defending Ambassador
Marie Yovanovitch would hurt
the effort to free up U.S. military
assistance to Ukraine.

Hale, who arrived Wednesday
morning to testify behind closed
doors, will also say that the State
Department worried about the
reaction from President Donald
Trump’s personal attorney, Rudy
Giuliani, also one of the stron-
gest advocates for removing the
ambassador.

Meanwhile, State Department
Counselor T. Ulrich Brechbuhl,
who was subpoenaed to appear
before the impeachment panel,

Envoy Kurt Volker, was released
by House investigators as Demo-
crats prepared to push the closed-
door sessions to public hearings
as soon as next week.

Late Tuesday, Sondland flew to
Portland, Ore., and was met by a
small group of protesters at Port-
land International Airport.

“I didn’t change my testimony,
but I can’t answer any questions,”
Sondland told reporters. He didn’t
elaborate.

Trump has denied any quid pro
quo, but Democrats say there is
a singular narrative developing
since the president’s July 25 call
with Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy when he first asked
for “a favor.” That request, which
sparked the impeachment inqui-
ry, included a public investigation
into Ukrainian activities by Dem-
ocratic former Vice President Joe
Biden and his son and Trump’s
allegations of Ukrainian interfer-
ence in the 2016 U.S. election.

Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif.,
the chairman of the Intelligence
Committee, said the House pan-
els conducting the inquiry are
releasing the word-by-word tran-
scripts of the past weeks’ closed-
door hearings so the American
public can decide for themselves.

“This is about more than just

Former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Marie

one call,” Schiff wrote Tuesday
in an op-ed in USA Today. “We
now know that the call was just
one piece of a larger operation
to redirect our foreign policy to
benefit Donald Trump’s personal
and political interests, not the na-
tional interest.”

Pushing back, White House
press secretary Stephanie
Grisham issued a statement say-
ing the transcripts “show there
is even less evidence for this ille-
gitimate impeachment sham than
previously thought.”

In the transcripts and accom-
panying cache of text messages,
U.S. diplomats are shown trying
tonavigate the demands of Trump
and Giuliani, who they soon learn
is running a back-channel U.S.
foreign policy on Ukraine.

“It kept getting more insidi-
ous,” Sondland told investigators,
as the “timeline went on.”

Sondland testified that he
spoke with Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo about Giuliani,
“and Pompeo rolled his eyes and
said, ‘Yes, it’s something we have
to deal with.””

In his revised testimony, Sond-
land, a wealthy businessman who
donated $1 million to Trump’s
inauguration, says his memory
was refreshed by the opening

PasLo MARTINEZ MoNsIVAIS/AP
Democrats say testimony
! d from U.S.
to the European Union Gordon
Sondland shows a clear quid pro
quo with Ukraine.

statements of two other inquiry
witnesses the top U.S. diplomat
in Ukraine, William Taylor, and
Tim Morrison, a European expert
at the National Security Council.

The ambassador initially tes-
tified on Oct. 17 that he did not
“recall taking part in any effort
to encourage an investigation into
the Bidens.” He told investigators
he didn’t know that the Ukraine
firm Burisma, that Trump want-
ed Ukraine to investigate, was
linked to Joe Biden’s son Hunter.

But in the weeks since a May
visit to Kyiv for Zelenskiy’s inau-
guration, Sondland and the other
diplomats had been heavily in-
volved in Ukraine policy and in
text messages about what Trump
wanted as they came to realize
the military assistance was being
withheld.

ManueL Barce CeNeTa/AP

center, was

to be part of the

discussion Wednesday as a high-ranking State Department official was set to testify in a closed-door
session with House impeachment investigators.

was on the plane with Pompeo,
who departed early Wednesday
morning for Germany. Two other
witnesses who were scheduled
for Wednesday — Russ Vought,
the acting director of the White
House Office of Management
and Budget, and Rick Perry, the
Energy secretary — were not ex-
pected to show up.

Yovanovitch, who was removed
from her posting in May, has al-
ready appeared before investiga-
tors in the impeachment inquiry
into Trump. She detailed efforts
by Giuliani and other Trump al-
lies to push her out of Ukraine.

Hale was expected to shed more
light on why the State Depart-

ment did not step up to defend its
top envoy in Kyiv. According to
the people familiar with the mat-
ter, he planned to say he tried to

distance himself and the depart-
ment from the matter by remov-
ing himself from email chains
about Yovanovitch.
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Trump to
Kick off NYC
Veterans
Day Parade

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump has accepted an
invitation to kick off the New
York City Veterans Day Parade
next week.

United War Veterans Council
Chairman Douglas McGowan
and the White House said on
Wednesday that Trump will offer
a tribute to veterans at the open-
ing ceremony of Monday’s 100th
annual parade. While presidents
have always been invited to the
parade, McGowan said that, as
far as he knows, Trump is the
first to accept.

After his remarks, the presi-
dent will lay a wreath at the
Eternal Light memorial in Madi-
son Square Park, White House
spokesman Judd Deere said.

Trump, who is deeply unpopu-
lar in his hometown of New York,
has been a longtime promoter of
the parade.

During the 1990s, he pledged
a donation of $200,000 and of-
fered to raise money from friends
in exchange for being named
the parade’s grand marshal, The
New York Times reported at the
time. He also donated toward the
creation of the city’s Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial.

The announcement comes just
days after news broke that the Re-
publican president has officially
changed his residency to Florida.
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Judge rejects moral-objection rule for clinicians

By LARRY NEUMEISTER
Associated Press

NEW YORK — A federal judge
on Wednesday struck down a
new rule, not yet in effect, that
allowed health care clinicians to
refuse participation in abortions
and other services on moral or
religious grounds.

U.S. District Judge Paul A.
Engelmayer in New York said
he was tossing out the rule in its
entirety.

The decision came after 19
states, the District of Columbia,
three local governments, health
organizations and others sued the
U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.

The rule let clinicians object
to providing abortions and other
services that conflict with their
moral and religious beliefs.

Engelmayer said his rul-
ing came in three consolidated
lawsuits.

U.S. District Judge Paul A. Engelmayer
wrote that existing laws already define
the duties of employers with respect to

religious objections.

Plaintiffs had argued that the
rule was unconstitutional be-
cause it would be discriminatory
and stall access to health care for
populations nationwide.

The U.S. Justice Department
did not immediately respond to a
message seeking comment.

Clare Coleman, president of
the National Family Planning &
Reproductive Health Associa-
tion, one of the plaintiffs, said the
group was “heartened by today’s
ruling.”

“This unlawful rule is an out-
right attack on the health and
wellness of millions of people
across the country, and the court

heard clear and compelling argu-
ments about the harm commu-
nities face when our health care
system is distorted to the point
in which a patient’s health care
needs are not paramount,” she
said.

New York Attorney General
Letitia James said the state sued
in part because the rule “was an
unlawful attempt to allow health
care providers to openly discrim-
inate and refuse to provide neces-
sary health care to patients based
on providers’ ‘religious beliefs or
moral objections.””

The rule emerged after Presi-
dent Donald Trump in May 2017

signed an executive order in-
structing the attorney general to
issue guidance interpreting reli-
gious liberty protections in fed-
eral law.

In May, the Department of
Health and Human Services pub-
lished a rule applying more than
30 “Conscience Provisions” that
must be complied with for an en-
tity to receive federal funding.

Lawsuits challenging the rule
argued that the department ex-
ceeded its authority in estab-
lishing the rule, violated the
Constitution and acted in an ar-
bitrary and capricious manner in
creating it.

Engelmayer, who was ap-
pointed by Democratic President
Barack Obama, wrote that exist-
ing laws already define the duties
of employers with respect to reli-
gious objections.

The 2019 rule, which had been
set to take effect late this month,
would effectively supersede ex-

isting law in the health care field,
he said.

The judge rejected arguments
that the rule was “mere house-
keeping.” Rather, he said, it re-
locates “the who, what, when,
where and how — of conscience
protection under federal law.”

The Department of Health and
Human Services lacked author-
ity to create major portions of its
rule, including to terminate an
entity’s federal health funding if
it violates one of the provisions.

At the time the rule was is-
sued, Engelmayer noted, the
president said it conferred “new
protections.”

The rule, for the first time, put
limits on an employer’s ability to
inquire about conscience objec-
tions, the judge said.

“These limits have clear po-
tential to inhibit the employer’s
ability to organize workplace ar-
rangements to avoid inefficien-
cies and dislocations,” he said.

Devon Ravine, NorTrwest FLoriba DaiLy News/AP

Sweet mission

Tyler Carach, 12, the self-proclaimed “Donut Boy,” wears a donut-emblazoned cape with his motto,
“] DONUT need a reason to THANK a cop" as he slands next to boxes of Dunkin’ Donuts that he was

handing out Monday to law fi

in a K9 competition in Fort Walton Beach,

Fla. Tyler is on a mission to give a donut and pe|snnal thank-you to every police officer in the country
and so far has handed out more than 90,000 donuts to officers in all 50 states.

Conditions fan flames of California fire season

Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — The sun was beginning to set
on Halloween when a small fire began to glow on a

hillside near Santa Paula.

Within seconds — fanned by the most potent Santa
Ana winds of the season — the blaze roared to life
with immense speed, chewing through thousands of
acres of bone-dry brush and eventually consuming

homes.

Devastating fire weather that ushered in a flur-
ry of blazes across the state last month helped the
Maria fire, which charred nearly 10,000 acres in
four days, earn the title of this year’s largest South-

ern California wildfire.

However, experts caution the blaze may be a pre-
view of what could be a long season of devastating

fires amid gusty winds and dry conditions.

A report from the National Interagency Fire Cen-
ter, released Friday, predicts a higher-than-normal
chance for other large fires in Southern California
through December, with a late start to the rainy sea-
son looking increasingly likely. In the northern part
of the state, a weather pattern that “favors offshore
winds occurring over fuel beds that are primed for

burning” is also expected to lead to abnormally large

fires through November, according to the report.
Predicting how severe the fire season could be in

California comes down in large part to a race be-

tween the start of the rainy season and the Santa

Ana winds: which one dominates and at what time

of the year, said Bill Patzert, a retired climatologist
for NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

Prosecution mulls
hate crime charges
in Wis. acid attack

By Ivan MoRENO
Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Milwaukee’s
district attorney said Wednes-
day he’s considering hate crime
charges against a 6l-year-old
white man suspected of splashing
battery acid on a Hispanic man’s
face.

John Ch-
isholm  told
Wisconsin
Public Radio
in an inter-
view that his
office antici-
pated filing |
charges later |,
Wednesday
against Clif-
ton  Black-
well, the suspect in Friday night’s
acid attack .

The victim, Mahud Villalaz, 42,
said his attacker approached him
near a restaurant and accused
him of being in the country ille-
gally before asking why he was
“invading” the U.S.

Surveillance video from the
restaurant recorded the attack.

Chisholm said his office is look-
ing to determine whether the at-
tack was motivated “in whole or
in part” based on the victim’s
race.

Treating the case as a hate
crime would enhance the possible
sentence for the attack.

He said prosecutors will look
“very closely first at the underly-
ing offenses and then we’ll make
adetermination whether the facts
support the hate crime.”

“But it’s obviously a concern
to many people not just in this

Blackwell

community but really around the
country right now,” he said.

The attack on Villalaz comes at
a time when the Anti-Defamation
League says extreme anti-immi-
grant views have become part of
the political mainstream in re-
cent years through sharp rhetoric
by anti-immigration groups and
politicians, including President
Donald Trump.

White House spokesman Judd
Deere said Monday that the
Trump administration has re-
peatedly condemned racism and
violence.

Blackwell’s family said he’s
a military veteran who came to
Milwaukee to seek help for an un-
determined medical issue.

His mother, Jacqueline P.
Blackwell, of California, told the
Journal Sentinel he had sought
care with the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Milwaukee for
post-traumatic stress.

“I was comfortable that he was
getting good care with the VA,”
she told the newspaper.

His brother, Arthur Eugene
Blackwell, of Evergreen, Colo.,
told The Associated Press that
Clifton served nearly four years
in the US. Marines and was
stationed at the Panama Canal
around the time Manuel Noriega
was captured and removed in
1990.

A Marine official told the AP
that the branch doesn’t have a re-
cord matching Blackwell’s name
and birthdate.
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Andy Newhouse, left, and William Powell harvest modifi
York’s College of Environmental Science & Forestry’s Lafayette Road Experiment

University of New

PHotos By Aprian Kraus/AP

at the State

Station in Syracuse, N.Y., on Sept. 30.

Genetically-altered chestnut trees
considered in restoration effort

By MicHAEL HiLL
Associated Press

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Chestnuts
harvested from high branches on
a chilly fall morning look typical.
They’re marble sized, russet col-
ored and nestled in prickly burs.
But many are like no other nuts
in nature.

‘We have this technology, it’s a
very powerful technology, and
we can use that now to save a

species.

molecular plant biologist

William Powell

In a feat of genetic ing,
about half the chestnuts collected
at this college experiment sta-
tion feature a gene that provides
resistance to blight that virtually
wiped out the American chestnut
tree generations ago.

Researchers at New York state’s
College of Environmental Science
and Forestry will soon seek fed-
eral clearance to distribute thou-
sands of modified trees as part of
a restoration effort — a closely-
watched move that could expand
the frontier for genetically engi-
neered plants beyond farms and
into forests. The precedent-set-
ting case adds urgency to a ques-
tion scientists have already been
grappling with:

Should genetic engineering be
used in the wild to help save or
restore trees?

Opponents warn of starting “a

The blight decimated a tower-
ing tree species once dominant
in forests from Maine to Georgia.
Nuts from up to 4 billion trees fat-
tened hogs, and its sturdy wood
was used to build cabins. Yet by
the time Nat King Cole crooned
about “chestnuts roasting on an
open fire” after World War II,
trees were doomed by the blight.
Surviving trees today are typi-
cally shrubs sprouting from old
roots, yet to be infected.

Powell and his research part-
ner, Charles Maynard, began
working on a complementary
track decades ago at the request
of the New York chapter of the
American Chestnut Foundation.
The added wheat gene enables
trees to produce an enzyme that
breaks down harmful acid re-

massive and irreversible experi- leased by the fungus.
ment” in a highly complex ecosys- nght now, the trees are tightly
tem. Pr see a technol T d. Modified trees grow

already ubiquitous in the super—
market that could help save for-
ests besieged by invasive pests.

“We have this technology, it’s
a very powerful technology, and
‘we can use that now to save a spe-
cies,” said William Powell, a mo-
lecular plant biologist who directs
the American Chestnut Research
and Restoration Project at the
college.

The researchers will ask the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
to assess an American chestnut
tree with a gene from wheat that
helps it tolerate cryphonectria
parasitica, a fungus unwittingly
imported to the United States over
100 years ago.

behind the fence of the college’s
experiment station near trees
without the added gene. Research-
ers breed the two types of trees
for genetic diversity. But flower-
ing branch tips are covered with
bags that keep pollen from blow-
ing away. Chestnuts grow and are
harvested in the same bags.

The USDA commonly authoriz-
es genetically engineered crops.
The vast majority of commercial
corn and soybean acreage in the
United States is used to grow
crops engineered to be tolerant to
herbicides or insects. There are
even some genetically engineered
plantation trees, such as papayas
resistant to ringspot virus.

But engineered trees are not
intentionally planted in the for-
ests for conservation. That could
change as genetic manipulation
becomes more common and trees
are increasingly threatened by cli-
mate change and invasive pests.

If the application clears the
USDA, the tree still needs to be
considered by the Food and Drug
Administration and it may need to
be reviewed by the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency. Powell be-
lieves the review could take two to
four years.

A green light from the govern-
ment would clear the way for
distribution of the genetically
engineered seedlings, pollen or
scions for grafting to volunteers
around the chestnut’s traditional
range.

In rural upstate New York,
Allen Nichols is waiting.

Nichols, president of the New
York chapter of the American
Chestnut Foundation, has about
100 chestnut trees on a rise by
his house. Thanks to his diligent
care, some lived long enough
to produce chestnuts this year.
Other trees are dying while oth-
ers sprout anew.

The 69-year-old retiree looks
forward to the day he can graft
the genetically engineered tree
onto his stock, letting the pollen
drift in the wind and bringing
back a healthy tree his parents
talked fondly about.

“If we can do it, we should do
it,” Nichols said as he surveyed
his trees. “We owe it to the forest
to try to correct some of the dam-
age that we’ve done.”

In a first in US,
doctors try gene
editing for cancer

By MARILYNN MARCHIONE
Associated Press

The first attempt in the United
States to use a gene editing tool
called CRISPR against cancer
seems safe in the three patients
who have had it so far, but it’s
too soon to know if it will im-
prove survival, doctors reported
Wednesday.

The doctors were able to take
immune system cells from the
patients’ blood and alter them ge-
netically to help them recognize
and fight cancer, with minimal
and manageable side effects.

The treatment deletes three
genes that might have been hin-
dering these cells’ ability to attack
the disease and adds a new, fourth
feature to help them do the job.

“It’s the most complicated ge-
netic, cellular engineering that’s
been attempted so far,” said the
study leader, Dr. Edward Stadt-
mauer, of the University of Penn-
sylvania in Philadelphia. “This is
proof that we can safely do gene
editing of these cells.”

After two to three months, one
patient’s cancer continued to
worsen and another was stable.
The third patient was treated too
recently to know how she’ll fare.
The plan is to treat 15 more pa-
tients and assess safety and how
well it works.

“It’s very early, but 'm incred-
ibly encouraged by this,” said one
independent expert, Dr. Aaron
Gerds, a Cleveland Clinic cancer
specialist.

Other cell therapies for some
blood cancers “have been a huge
hit, taking diseases that are un-
curable and curing them,” and
the gene editing may give a way to
improve on those, he said.

Gene editing is a way to perma-
nently change DNA to attack the
root causes of a disease. CRISPR
is a tool to cut DNA at a specific
spot. It’'s long been used in the
lab and is being tried for other

diseases.

This study is not aimed at
changing DNA within a person’s
body. Instead it seeks to remove,
alter and give back to the patient
cells that are super-powered to
fight their cancer — a form of
immunotherapy.

Chinese scientists reportedly
have tried this for cancer patients,
but this is the first such study out-
side that country. It’s so novel that
it took more than two years to get
approval from U.S. government
regulators to try it.

The early results were released
by the American Society of Hema-
tology; details will be given at its
annual conference in December.

The study is sponsored by the
University of Pennsylvania, the
Parker Institute for Cancer Im-
munotherapy in San Francisco
and a biotech company, Tmunity
Therapeutics. Several study lead-
ers and the university have a fi-
nancial stake in the company and
may benefit from patents and li-
censes on the technology.

Two of the patients have mul-
tiple myeloma, a blood cancer,
and the third has a sarcoma, can-
cer that forms in connective or
soft tissue. All had failed multiple
standard treatments and were out
of good options.

Their blood was filtered to re-
move immune system soldiers
called T cells, which were modi-
fied in the lab and then returned
to the patients through an IV. It’s
intended as a one-time treatment.
The cells should multiply into an
army within the body and act as a
living drug.

So far, the cells have survived
and have been multiplying as in-
tended, Stadtmauer said.

“This is a brand new therapy”
S0 not it’s not clear how soon any
anti-cancer effects will be seen.
Following these patients longer,
and testing more of them, will tell,
he said.

PeNN MEepicine/AP

IV bags of CRISPR-edited T cells are prepared for administering to
a patient at the Abramson Cancer Center in Philadelphia in January.
For the first time in the U.S., doctors reported Wednesday they
tested the gene-editing tool against cancer.
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Courage helps
children survive
Mexico killings

By PETER ORsI
AND MARK STEVENSON
Associated Press

GALEANA, Mexico — The
eight children, some mere in-
fants, who survived the ambush
in northern Mexico not only es-
caped the drug cartel gunmen
who killed their mothers but
managed to hide in the brush,
with some walking miles to get
help despite grisly bullet wounds.

In a testament to a mother’s
devotion, one woman reportedly
stashed her baby on the floor of
her Suburban and got out of the
vehicle, waving her arms to show
the gunmen she wasn’t a threat.
She may have moved away from
the vehicle to distract their atten-
tion; her bullet-ridden body was
found about 15 yards away from
the SUV.

The mother was one of nine
U.S. citizens — three women and
six children all living in northern
Mexico — slaughtered Monday
when cartel gunmen ambushed
three SUVs along a dirt road in
an attack that left one vehicle a
burned-out, bullet-riddled hulk.
Mexican officials said the gun-

men may have mistaken the
group’s large SUVs for those of
a rival gang amid a vicious turf
war.

The five wounded children were
seriously enough injured that
Mexican authorities flew them to
the border in a military helicop-
ter to receive hospital care in the
United States. Sonora state health
officials said they were “stable”
at the moment of transfer. Three
other children who were not
wounded are in the care of family
members in the tiny hamlet of La
Mora in northern Mexico.

But what the children went
through in the remote, mountain-
ous area of Sonora state is nearly
indescribable.

Kendra Miller, a relative, said
in an account of the shootings that
Devin Blake Langford, 13, was
one of the few uninjured young
people and quickly took charge,
eventually walking about 14 miles
back to La Mora for help.

“After witnessing his mother
and brothers being shot dead,
Devin hid his six other siblings
in the bushes and covered them
with branches to keep them safe
while he went for help,” accord-

Rick Bowmer/AP

Austin Cloes, a Utah relative of the Americans killed in Mexico, looks at a photo Tuesday of the children
who survived the attack in a hospital .

ing to the account. “When he took
too long to return, his 9-year-old
sister left the remaining five to
try again.”

That girl, Mckenzie Rayne
Langford, walked for hours in the
dark before she was found sever-
al hours after the other children
were rescued. She was listed as
missing for a while.

Altogether, the kids were on
their own from about 1 p.m.,
when the ambush began, until
about 7:30 p.m., when they were
rescued. Relatives from La Mora
tried to reach them before that,
but were turned back by gunfire.
The area is the site of a cartel turf
war.

What they saw when they found

the children was terrifying.

Cody Greyson Langford, 8, had
been shot in the jaw and bled pro-
fusely. Another girl had been shot
in the foot and the back.

The killers were apparently
members of the Juarez drug car-
tel and its armed wing, La Linea
— “The Line” — whose gunmen
had entered Sinaloa cartel ter-
ritory and set up an armed out-
post on a hilltop and an ambush
farther up the road. The Juarez
cartel apparently wanted to send
a message that it controlled the
road into Chihuahua. It was this
invasion force that the American
mothers and their three vehicles
drove into.

But it isn’t the cruelty of the

cartel, but the bravery, innocence
and sacrifice of the victims that
relatives want remembered.

Austin Cloes, a relative of the
victims, said from his home in
Salt Lake City that they were
good people who loved their chil-
dren and enjoyed their quiet lives
based around a successful pecan
farming operation.

“This sort of thing shouldn’t go
unnoticed,” said Cloes, who works
with at-risk youth and coaches
high school basketball.

“And these sorts of people
shouldn’t just be buried without
their names being put out there.
These are great people.”

8 stabbed at popular

Jordanian tourist site

By OMAR AKOUR
Associated Press

AMMAN, Jordan — A lone attacker Wednesday
stabbed eight people, including four foreign tourists
and their tour guide, at a popular archaeological site
in northern Jordan, security officials said.

The incident in Jerash, one of the country’s most
visited destinations, threatened to cast a shadow
over the country’s vital tourism industry.

The wounded included three Mexican tourists
and a Swiss woman, according to a spokesman for
Jordan’s Public Security office. Along with the tour
guide, three other Jordanians, including two secu-
rity officers and a bus driver, were also hurt before
the attacker was subdued and arrested.

The office said a Mexican woman and a Jorda-
nian security officer were in serious condition and
airlifted to the capital, Amman, by helicopter. Jer-
ash is roughly 40 miles north of the capital.

Amateur video showed a bloody scene next to the
Jerash archaeological site, an ancient city whose
ruins include a Roman amphitheater and a col-
umned road.

In one video, a woman can be heard screaming in
Spanish. “It’s a dagger, it’s a dagger, there is a knife.
Please, help him now!”

One woman is seen lying on the ground, with
much blood around her, as someone presses a towel
to her back. Another man sits nearby with an appar-
ent leg wound.

There were no immediate details on the identity
of the attacker or his motives.

Residents of the Jerash refugee camp, which is in-

MoHaMMAD ABU GHOSH/AP

A tourist walks around in the ancient Roman city of
Jerash, Jordan, in 2009. Officials say an attacker
stabbed eight people in Jerash on Wednesday.

habited by Palestinians whose families left the Gaza
Strip during the 1967 Mideast war, denounced the
attack.

“We condemn the terrorist attack that was car-
ried out by a coward in Jerash,” they said in a signed
letter quoted on a government newspaper’s website.

Jordan’s economy relies heavily on tourism, and
Islamic militant groups and other attackers have
in the past targeted tourist sites to embarrass the
government or harm the valuable industry. The Jor-
danian tourism sector has enjoyed a strong rebound
over the past two years.

UK’s Johnson compares rival
to Stalin as election kicks off

Associated Press

LONDON — British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson com-
pared his main rival to Soviet dic-
tator Joseph Stalin on Wednesday
as he prepared to officially launch
the governing Conservative Par-
ty’s campaign for the Dec. 12
election.

While unofficial campaigning
has been gearing up for weeks,
the five-week election campaign
formally began when Parliament
was dissolved Wednesday. John-
son went to Buckingham Palace
to notify Queen Elizabeth II be-
fore kicking off the Conservative
campaign with a speech later in
central England.

Election season got off to an
ill-tempered start, as Johnson
accused the main opposition La-
bour Party of planning to “raise
taxes so wantonly” that it would
destroy Britain’s prosperity.

Writing in the Daily Telegraph,
Johnson accused the left-of center
party of attacking the rich “with
a relish and vindictiveness not
seen since Stalin persecuted the
kulaks,” the wealthier peasants
who were targeted by the Soviet
regime in the 1930s.

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn,

meanwhile, has labeled Johnson’s
economic plans “Thatcherism
on steroids,” in reference to the
free-market, low-spending ideol-
ogy of the late former Conserva-
tive Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher.

The testy rhetoric followed a
rocky start to the campaign for
Johnson’s party. Outgoing House
of Commons leader Jacob Rees-
Mogg was forced to apologize for
his remarks Tuesday that sug-
gested the victims of a London
apartment block inferno that
killed 72 people in 2017 lacked
common sense for following fire
department advice to wait in their
apartments for help.

The Conservatives were also
criticized for posting a doctored
video of a senior Labour figure
on Twitter that appeared to show
him failing to answer a question,
when in fact he did.

Conservative ~ Party  chair
James Cleverly told the BBC on
Wednesday that the ad was just a
bit of fun.

Asked whether his party had
“posted a lie” online, he replied,
“I disagree with your assessment
of it.”
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Russian fighters
shift balance of
Libya’s civil war

Mercenaries fighting for Hifter add
modern tactics, deadlier firepower

By SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN
The Washington Post

AL AZIZIYAH, Libya — At
first, the fighters inside the empty
school building, about 20 burly,
heavily armed Russian merce-
naries in dark fatigues, seemed
trapped, recalled some of the Lib-
yan militiamen who were there.

But as the Libyans pushed for-
ward, snipers opened fire from
inside with high-powered rifles.
Within minutes, three Libyan mi-
litiamen were Kkilled, all shot in
the head.

Hundreds of Russian merce-
naries, many highly trained and
well-armed, are fighting along-

A n_lililary training manual

sider Libyan

Khalifa Hifter as he seeks to oust
the country’s United Nations-
backed government, according to
Libyan military commanders and
fighters, as well as U.S. military
and other Western officials.

These foreigners fighting for
Hifter’s self-described Libyan
National Army are introducing
new tactics and firepower on the
battlefield, threatening to pro-
long the most violent conflict in
this North African country since
the Arab Spring revolution eight
years ago.

“The entry of the Russian forc-
es into the war has altered the bat-
tlefield,” said Osama al-Juwaili,
a top commander of the Libyan
government’s forces. “Their pres-
ence complicates things for us.”

They represent the latest esca-
lation in Libya’s proxy war, which
has drawn in European and Arab
countries — notably the United
Arab Emirates and Egypt — de-
spite an international arms em-
bargo. And the arrival of these
mercenaries comes at a time
when Russia has been expanding
its military and diplomatic reach
across the Middle East, Africa
and beyond, enjoying greater clout
in places such as Syria where the
United States is disengaging.

“We are aware of Russian
private military companies op-
erating in Libyan National Army-
controlled territory in eastern
Libya, and they have also operat-
ed in western Libya,” said Rebec-
ca Farmer, a spokesperson for the
U.S. military’s Africa Command.

Farmer said the Russian mer-
cenaries work for the Wagner
Group, a private army that experts
have linked to Yevgeniy Prigo-
zhin, a close ally of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. The Wagner
Group has previously appeared in
combat in Syria, the Central Afri-

to belong to Russian
mercenaries was found on a
battleground in Libya.

can Republic, Ukraine and other
countries considered strategic
for the Kremlin’s geopolitical and
economic interests.

Russia has arms and construc-
tion agreements worth in excess
of $4 billion, made with late Lib-
yan dictator Moammar Gadhafi,
who was ousted and killed in the
country’s 2011 uprisings and
NATO intervention.

“They have a strong economic
rationale in their continued sup-
port to Hifter,” said Farmer, re-
ferring to Moscow.

A senior Western official de-
scribed the Russians as “guns for
hire” and said, based on the anal-
ysis of intelligence and military
experts, that these mercenar-
ies were believed until recently
to number around 300. But new,
“very alarming” information in-
dicates there are thousands, said
the official, who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity because of
the sensitivity of the issue.

Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry
Peskov, declined to answer ques-
tions sent by The Post about the
mercenaries, replying that “The
Kremlin does not have this infor-
mation,” while a spokesperson for
Prigozhin said the businessman
“has nothing to do with the so-
called ‘Wagner’ private military
company” and declined to com-
ment further.

A militiaman walks outside an

PHoros By Lorenzo TuaNowi/For The Washington Post

house a few

yards away from a school in Al Aziziya,

Libya, on Oct. 30. Russian mercenaries fighting with Libyan commander Khalifa Hifter have brought new
tactics to Libya’s proxy war battlefield.

Entering the conflict

The Russian mercenaries en-
tered Libya in September, accord-
ing to Libyan commanders and
fighters, six months after Hifter
launched a surprise offensive
on the capital. The 75-year-old
commander, a former general in
Gadhafi’s army who is a dual U.S.-
Libyan citizen and lived for years
in Northern Virginia, is aligned
with a rival eastern government.

His forces, composed of east-
ern militias, are battling armed
groups from Tripoli and other
western cities aligned with the
Government of National Accord.
The conflict has killed more
than 1,000, including at least
100 civilians, and driven more
than 120,000 from their homes,
according to the World Health
Organization.

In addition to the United Arab
Emirates and Egypt, Saudi Ara-
bia is backing Hifter, as is France.
Italy and other European nations,
as well as Turkey and Qatar, are
supporting the Tripoli-based gov-
ernment. U.S. policy has been
uncertain since April when Presi-
dent Donald Trump endorsed
Hifter’s offensive in a telephone
call.

In Hifter, Moscow sees an
opening to gain back billions in lu-
crative oil and military contracts
that it lost when Gadhafi was
killed, analysts said. Russia has
printed billions of Libyan dinars
to prop up eastern Libya’s econo-
my and help finance Hifter’s mili-
tary campaign. Russia has also
blocked a U.N. Security Council
statement that sought to condemn
Hifter’s offensive.

Different fighting style

Along the front lines in south-
ern Tripoli, Libyan fighters ran
fast between houses pocked by

mortar shells and bullets to avoid
being caught in the sights of Rus-
sian snipers.

On the second floor of a half-

destroyed ler

clutched black modern-looking
guns, which fired rapidly.

Soon, the bulk of the merce-
naries were shooting out of the

Khalifa Al Naluti peered out at
an apartment complex 100 yards
away. “The Russians are over
there,” he said. “It’s dangerous to
stand here.”

Libyan fighters on both sides
are undisciplined, often firing
excessively and haphazardly at
targets. The Russians, by con-
trast, move in small groups and
attack from side positions, mostly
at night or in the early morning
hours, Libyan fighters say. The
Russians preserve their ammu-
nition, firing at optimal moments
with precision.

“Their fighting style is differ-
ent than what we are used to,”
said Jabber Abu Dabous, a mili-
tiaman. “They fight in a profes-
sional manner.”

And the Russians may not only
be fighting but also training Hift-
er’s forces. Since the arrival of
the Russians, Hifter’s forces have
begun using novel military tactics
and new weaponry, say pro-gov-
ernment militia fighters.

Battlefield finds

When the Russians entered the
multi-story Awlad Telese school
in Al Aziziyah, a dozen pro-gov-
ernment fighters were on the
floors above. A firefight broke out
as the better-equipped Russians
lobbed grenades and the militia-
men fired with their AK-47 rifles
at any mercenary who tried to
come up the stairs, recalled two
fighters who were there.

Some of the mercenaries, the
militiamen said, were blond. They
wore helmets, black bulletproof
vests and olive green and black
attire. They carried black back-
packs with small antennas and

‘Their fighting style is different than what we are used to. They
fight in a professional manner. 7

Jabber Abu Dabous
militiaman

school’s wind at the pro-gov-
ernment fighters outside trying to
push forward.

“We were lucky,” said Moham-
med Abdul Gader, 30, one of the
Libyan militiamen on the floor
above. “If they were all fighting
us, we would not have survived.”

Recovered at the site were a
pension card for a Russian, born
Nov. 25, 1969, from the Siberian
city of Tomsk, as well as a Russian
credit card, a card for Russian
stores selling military uniforms,
groceries and construction ma-
terials, and a card to Decathlon,
a popular Europe-wide clothing
store.

A cellphone belonging to a Rus-
sian fighter was found after anoth-
er recent clash, containing photos
of men in Soviet Union military
uniforms and a black cap with
Russian text that read Ministry
of Defense of the USSR. Another
image showed a black-and-yellow
sign in Russian reading “Rus-
sian Naval Infantry” — Russia’s
equivalent of the Marines — and
“wherever we are there is vic-
tory.” There was also a picture of
a sleeve chevron of the air assault
brigade of the 165th battalion of
the Russian Naval Infantry.

Most notably, however, are the
modern Russian-made weapons
that have been discovered on the
frontlines. They include auto-
matic rocket-propelled grenade
launchers, cannister-shaped land
mines, sound bombs and other
explosives.

In a recovered notebook are
handwritten drawings and nota-
tions in Russian listing weaponry
and other military equipment,
battlefield maps and geographi-
cal coordinates, combat tasks
and military activity. There was
also a Russian weapons manual
that showed how to build mines
and bombs and how to use small
arms.

“We’ve never seen these weap-
ons before ona Libyan battlefield,”
said Juwaili, the top commander.
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Creative Connections . o

By JENNIFER H. Svan
Stars and Stripes

OBERWESEL, Germany — At Cre-
ative Connections, the days are long,
the learning curve is steep and emo-
tions run high.

It’s also the best week of the year, say
many of the instructors and students
from Defense Department schools
across Europe participating in the mili-
tary school system’s annual visual and
performing arts workshop.

“Oh, it’s a dream. I love it so much,”
said Caden Burkman, a student from
Stuttgart High School who’s choreo-
graphing a number in the show choir
during his second year at Creative
Connections.

The 167 students and their teachers
‘who gathered this week at an inn over-
looking the Rhine River share a passion
for art, whether they dance, draw, con-
struct, sing, act, sew, film, paint or play
music.

The event has been held for dozens of
years and always sees more applicants
than the venue can hold, said Ann En-
gels, a fine arts teacher for Department
of Defense Education Activity-Europe.

This year, nearly 300 applicants sub-
mitted recordings or pieces of artwork
as they vied for about 170 spots, for
which candidates were selected blindly,
Engels said.

The big draw is the chance to be
around like-minded peers while getting
to “dive deep into your work,” she said.

This year’s theme is avant-garde, a
modernistic style that encourages the
kids to go outside their comfort zones.

In drama, that translates to acting
with little dialogue and with audience
participation.

“We start out with one word and cre-
ate an entire scene for it,” said Kaiser-
slautern junior Ammi Lane-Volz. “Our
word is ‘hesitation.” We made it into a
love story using only three words.”

In mixed media, Alconbury art in-
structor Jessica Mitchell’s students are
using unorthodox materials such as
Twizzler bites and pretzel rods to make
something they can wear.

“When you cut this in sections, it’s
very interesting how you can cut it,
paint it, manipulate it,” she said, hold-
ing a slice of okra.

In costume-making, a design might
begin with fabric, but that’s where tra-
dition ends.

“I'm using Capri sun wrappers
for the outside,” said Rota sopho-
more Sarah Chambers. “I wanted the
nice metallic materials for it and it’s
unconventional.”

The students are working feverishly
toward Thursday, when they’ll show-
case their artwork or put on a perfor-
mance for family members.

Nicole Colburn, an elementary art
teacher at The Bahrain School, said
she hopes students leave “with a better
understanding of who they are artisti-
cally and maybe personally ... because
these kids come with a lot of pressure
and anxiety. They worry, ‘I'm not good
enough.””

Engels wants the kids to be inspired.
Feedback shows that they are.

Engels said that when the students
submit forms about how they liked Cre-
ative Connections, “most kids are like,
‘I wasn’t sure if I wanted to continue in
art,’ but this has really invigorated my
love for the arts,” she said.

PHotos BY MicHAEL ABRAmS/Stars and Stripes

Clockwise from top: Stuttgart’s Caden Burkman shows the Creative C i choir his for a number they are working

on for Thursday’s show in Oberwesel, Germany, on Monday. Maggie Joyce, of Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe, pretends
to drill a hole in the head of Bahrain’s Lujane Yacoub as Laurynas Bruzga of Ankara watches in the avant-garde collective workshop.
Maya Cabrera, from Naples, supports Vilseck’s Alexana Voudouris as they go through a dance move with instructor Ruth Wareham,

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @stripesktown

y, during the dance workshop. Kaiserslautern’s Karen Acosta snips a costume she is making in the costume design
workshop. Josie Christiansen, from Vicenza, and Stuttgart’s Elena Bryson work on their art in the 2D design and drawing workshop.
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School locked down
after deer crashes in

I NOBLESVILLE — A

deer  that crashed
through a window into a subur-
ban Indianapolis school sent stu-
dents into lockdown mode during
its surprise invasion.

Hinkle Creek Elementary
School Principal Jack Lawrence
said the deer smashed through a
window and entered the Nobles-
ville school’s main hallway.

The Indianapolis Star report-
ed that the school immediately
called for a lockdown to ensure
that students and staff remained
inside classrooms while the deer
‘was roaming inside.

Lawrence told parents in an
email that the deer eventually
pushed its way out of the school’s
main entrance and ran through a
parking lot into nearby woods.

Police: Woman was
drunk at drive-thru
DOVER — A Delaware

D woman is accused of
drunkenly visiting a McDonald’s
drive-thru and then trying to
fight police officers who respond-
ed to the scene.

News outlets reported Dana
Courtenay, 35, was arrested on
charges including resisting ar-
rest with force and driving under
the influence.

Dover police spokesman Mas-
ter Cpl. Mark Hoffman said
Courtenay drove from the scene
when officers arrived. Courte-
nay ultimately returned to the
drive-thru.

Police said that’s when she left
her car and screamed and cursed
at officers while attempting to spit
on and fight them.

Moose inspire team’s
‘PaddleHeads’ name
M MISSOULA — Mis-
soula is not known
for moose, but there will be a lot
more “PaddleHeads” in the city
‘when the baseball season opens.

The Missoula Osprey are
changing their name to Paddle-
Heads, The Missoulian reported.

The Rookie Advanced affili-
ate of the Arizona Diamondbacks
plays in the Pioneer League from
June to September.

Team officials were on a con-
ference call in March discussing
the six finalists, including Pad-
dleHeads, said Matt Ellis, team
executive vice president.

“I said, ‘I've got one problem: I
don’t equate a moose to the heart
of Missoula.’ Just then our phones
lit up with an alert,” Ellis said.
“There was a moose in downtown
Missoula, a block from our office.”

Educator saves caged
puppy from drowning

I CHAMPAIGN — An ed-

ucator rescued a caged
puppy from drowning in a chilly
central Illinois lake.

Bryant Fritz was preparing
to fish Saturday in Champaign
when he found a black and white
puppy submerged in rising water
and trapped inside a dog crate
in Kaufman Lake. Fritz said he
waded into waist-high, freezing

ALAN WARREN, THE

Lighting up for the holidays

John Nantz, with the Public Works Department of Owensboro, Ky., puts up an American flag decoration Tuesday as work began on installing
decorations at Legion Park in Owensboro. The lighting of the decorations for the holiday season kicks off on Nov. 27.

water to reach the cage.

The middle school science teach-
er told The News-Gazette that he
dragged the crate to the shore.

The puppy was treated for
hypothermia.

Woman accused

of stabbing spouse

T NASHVILLE — A
Tennessee woman was

accused of stabbing her husband
when he refused to sign divorce

apers.

News outlets reported Dwan-
na Evans, 38, was charged with
felony aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon in the attack.

An arrest affidavit said Ev-
an’s husband told police in Au-
gust that he had been smoking
marijuana in his car outside the
couple’s apartment when Evans
approached and they argued.

The man told officers Evans
wanted him to sign divorce pa-
pers, but he refused. He said
Evans then walked away, re-
turned with a knife and stabbed
him in the arm.

Metal bar falls off big

rig, impales woman

c SACRAMENTO — Au-
thorities in Northern

California said a woman was
impaled in the leg when a large

THE CENSUS

17

The number of babies born this year to law enforcement officers
with a Missouri sheriff's department. The St. Louis Post-Dispatch
reported that 14 of the 17 law enforcement dads, their wives and
their babies gathered for a photo. The babies dressed in matching

white onesies with deputy badges printed on them. The two new-
est babies were just 10 days old. A joke was going around the department that the
little ones are “Prop P babies.” Passed last year, the proposition included raises for

the sheriff's department.

metal bar fell off a moving big rig
on a highway near Sacramento.

KCRA-TV reported the Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol said an
unidentified big rig was traveling
north on Highway 99 when the
bar fell into the roadway.

The CHP said the bar bounced
and went into a Chevrolet Impala
behind the truck.

Officials said the bar went
through the car’s engine com-
partment and into the front pas-
senger area, where it struck the
‘woman in the right leg.

Police: Man bought
escapees sausage
MONROE — A Loui-

L siana man who rented
a motel room for seven men and
bought them sausage biscuits was
arrested because authorities said
the seven were jail escapees.
News outlets reported Trevor
Toney, 38, of Monroe was charged

with assisting escape and acces-
sory after the fact.

Court records said the men had
escaped from Richland Parish
Detention Center on Oct. 28.

The documents said cellphone
data led investigators to a motel
where Toney had rented a room.
He was seen on surveillance
video signaling the escapees
into the room and was later seen
bringing eight sausage biscuits
from McDonald’s.

Judge rejects plea deal
in cannon accident death

I MANCHESTER — A
judge rejected a plea deal
for a man charged in the death of
a woman hit by fragments from a
homemade cannon.
Delaware County District Court
records said Max Fenton pleaded
guilty to aggravated misdemean-

A pair of fireworks-related charg-
es were to be dropped as well.

The improvised cannon was
made from the sawed-off bar-
rel of a .50-caliber black powder
rifle and was supposed to serve
as a noisemaker. Authorities said
the rear of the barrel “blew out”
in Greeley the night of July 2,
2016, and fragments struck Lori
Heims, 55.

The judge rejected the deal,
saying the plea was to a new
charge that was not a lesser-in-
cluded crime alleged among the
original charges.

Annual elk hunt begins
in Grand Teton park

MOOSE — An annual
elk hunt is underway
in Grand Teton National Park.
Wildlife managers have autho-
rized 375 permits for this year’s
hunt, which began Saturday.
They allow hunting in an area
mainly east of U.S. Highway 89 in
the southeast part of Grand Teton
in western Wyoming. Hunting in
two different portions of the hunt
area will end on Nov. 25 and Dec.

The 1950 law authorizing
Grand Teton allows elk hunting
in the park. Park officials call the
hunt an “elk reduction program”
intended to cull animals in the
Jackson elk herd.

or y
which replaced the felony charge.

From wire reports’
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Shakira plans
Latin tribute
at Super Bowl

By RENATA BrITO
Associated Press

Colombian music star Shakira
says she will pay homage to Latin
culture alongside Jennifer Lopez
at the 2020 Pepsi Super Bowl
Halftime Show in Miami.

Speaking Monday in Barcelona,
Spain, where she lives with Span-
ish soccer star Gerard Pique and
their two children, Shakira told
The Associated Press she was
fulfilling a dream that also has “a
very important purpose.”

“To celebrate that culture, to
showcase it in a country where
Latinos have also struggled a lot,”
she said. “I feel really humbled
and with a great responsibility in
my hands to represent the Latino
community.”

The Grammy winner, who
turns 43 on Feb. 2, the day of the
Super Bowl, is currently promot-
ing a documentary and live con-
cert album from her 2018 “El
Dorado World Tour,” to be re-
leased worldwide Nov. 13.

In late 2017, Shakira was forced
to postpone the European part
of the tour due to a vocal cord
hemorrhage.

“That was probably one of the
most difficult times of my life.
It was really a nightmare,” she
recalled. “I didn’t know if I was
ever going to sing again.”

At the time, doctors recom-
mended surgery that carried
risks. Shakira chose not to have
it, and her voice slowly recovered.
But it meant she couldn’t speak
for long periods of time — a real
challenge for a mother of two.

“I healed miraculously, really,
because the doctors were con-
vinced I needed a medical pro-
cedure,” she said, adding that
without support from her fans she
wouldn’t have been able to return
to the stage.

“I felt so much gratitude,
so much joy to be able to sing
again,” she said. “I think at some
point in my life I had taken it for
granted.”

But the singer has not slowed
down since releasing a remix last
month of the song “Tutu” with
singers Camilo from Colombia
and Pedro Capo of Puerto Rico.

Shakira is also scheduled to
perform at the closing ceremony
of the Davis Cup tennis tourna-
ment in Madrid on Nov. 24.

AP

Shakira, shown in August 2018,
hasn’t slowed down since recov-
ering from a vocal cord injury.

or robotic

By Rick BENTLEY
Tribune News Service

ristin Davis went on a vacation 10

years ago and came home with the

plot for her new film, “Holiday in the

Wild,” that’s just launched on Netflix.
She plays a woman who travels to Africa after
her marriage falls apart only to find a passion for
helping elephants and a potential new man (Rob
Lowe) in her life.

“Iworked to develop this project for four years,
and I have been involved with elephant conser-
vation for about 10,” says Davis, who is also an
executive producer on the film. “Ever since I
was little, I have loved elephants for no specific
reason. In 2009, I was visiting Kenya and it was
adry year. We happened to hear about a lone, or-
phaned elephant, and everyone knew it would not
survive on its own.

“We spent three days searching for her and
finally found her. Once I met an elephant, I be-
came obsessed. They called to me. I dreamt of
them. It has been a mission to share that with
everybody.”

The love Davis has for elephants isn’t just talk.
She has been a patron of the Sheldrick Wildlife
Trust, which runs an elephant rescue and reha-
bilitation program in Nairobi, Kenya, for more
than a decade. Davis was featured in a 2014 doc-
umentary about the trust’s work, “Gardeners of
Eden,” which she both produced and financed.

The rescue effort to get that young elephant
back into the wild became the basis of the plot
for “Holiday in the Wild,” which was filmed at
the Lilayi Elephant Nursery in Lusaka, Zambia,
and at Camp Jabulani in Hoedspruit, South Af-
rica. When it came to filming, every effort was
made to ensure the cast and crew didn’t disrupt
the lives of the elephants. The majority of the
filming involved animatronic elephants, robotic
elephants or performances carried out by one of
the film’s five pt as the live elept
were available for only four days of the filming.

When real elephants were involved, filming
was done around their schedules, such as a scene
with Davis and Lowe having a picnic near a wa-
tering hole. The crew had to be ready to film and
the actors ready to perform as soon as the giant
creatures arrived, and they had to be finished
whenever the elephants decided to leave. There
were no trained animals used in the filming, and

Netfiix photos

Rob Lowe and Kristin Davis, above and below, get close to an elephant — or, more likely, an
i i i ation — in “Holiday in the Wild.” No trained animals were used.

Kristin Davis goes wild

Actress turns love of elephants into plot of Netflix film

no efforts were made to herd the group.

Bringing attention to the plight of the Afri-
can elephants is the primary purpose, and the
romance element was added and the story set
during Christmas at the request of Netflix to add
more entertainment elements.

Lowe didn’t bring the same passion for el-
ephants to the project as Davis did, but he has
always been a lover of animals.

“Ihave had all kinds of pets and currently have
five dogs,” Lowe says. “I do dog rescues. My wife
and I would talk to all the rescue places in our
area and take 30
or 40 dogs at a
time. ... We would
have prescreened
potential homes
for them.

“Of course, we
would want to
keep them all.”

That connec-
tion between man
(or woman) and
beast is a key plot
element of “Holi-
day in the Wild.”
The nursery’s in-
tention is to help
young elephants
return to the wild, but just like a parent with a
child, letting go can be difficult.

Lowe’s son, John Owen Lowe, plays Davis’
son in the film. Father and son had worked to-
gether before, on Lowe’s short-lived series “The
Grinder.”

“It is just great to be able to mentor a young
actor, even if it wasn’t my son. I got started acting
at a younger age than my son started, and I didn’t
have anyone. I just had to figure it all out on my
own,” Lowe says.

He found success anyway in such productions
as “The Outsiders,” “St. EImo’s Fire,” “The West
Wing,” “Code Black,” “Parks and Recreation”
and “About Last Night.”

Davis is best known for playing Charlotte York
Goldenblatt on HBO’s “Sex and the City.” She’s
also appeared in “Melrose Place,” “General Hos-
pital” and “Bad Teacher.” “Holiday in the Wild”
reunites Lowe and Davis, who played a husband
and wife in the 1999 television miniseries “Atom-
ic Train.”

Crow, Springsteen help
raise money for vets

Sheryl Crow and Bruce Spring-
steen hit the stage together to
help raise more than $5.7 million
at this year’s Stand Up for Heroes
fundraiser, which benefits injured
veterans and their families.

The two musicians were joined
at the Monday night event at Mad-
ison Square Garden in New York
by Ronny Chieng, Hasan Min-
haj, John Oliver and Jon Stewart.
Crow and Springsteen turned
“Redemption Day” into a duet.

Stand Up for Heroes was first
held in 2007 and is produced by
the New York Comedy Festival
and the Bob Woodruff Founda-
tion. Woodruff was nearly killed
during a 2006 attack in Iraq while
embedded with U.S. troops for
ABC News.

Eilish, Lizzo, Dua Lipa,
Cabello set for AMAs

The two biggest breakthrough
acts in music this year, Billie Eil-
ish and Lizzo, will perform at the
2019 American Music Awards
this month.

Dick clark productions an-
nounced Wednesday that other
performers at the Nov. 24 event
include Camila Cabello, nominat-
ed for collaboration of the year for
“Senorita” with Shawn Mendes,
and Dua Lipa, whose debut album
is the most streamed album by a
female artist in Spotify history.

Eilish is competing for six
AMAs, including favorite female
pop/rock artist and favorite pop/
rock album.

Lizzo is nominated for three
AMAs. She released her major-
label debut album, “Cuz I Love
You,” this year.

Nigerian Oscar entry
disqualified for dialogue

Nigeria’s first-ever Oscar entry
has been disqualified from com-
peting in the international film
category for featuring too much
dialogue in English, which is the
country’s official language.

“Lionheart,” the directorial
debut of starring actress Gen-
evieve Nnaji, follows a woman
as she navigates a male-domi-
nated industry to save her ailing
father’s business. The film’s char-
acters speak in Igbo, a language
spoken in southern Nigeria, for
a small portion of the 95-minute
run time, but not long enough to
meet the category’s requirement
that each entry feature a “pre-
dominantly non-English dialogue
track.”

Acclaimed novelist
Ernest J. Gaines dies

Novelist Ernest J. Gaines,
whose poor childhood on a small
Louisiana plantation germinated
stories of black struggles that
grew into universal tales of grace
and beauty, died Tuesday in his
sleep of cardiac arrest at his
home in Oscar, La. He was 86.

Gaines’ eight books included
the classic “A Lesson Before
Dying,” published in 1993.

Both “The Autobiography of
Miss Jane Pittman” (1971) and “A
Gathering of Old Men” (1984) be-
came honored television movies.

From wire reports
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OPINION

Warren has a penchant for micro-pandering

BY GEorGe F. WILL
Washington Post Writers Group

WASHINGTON
he torrent of astonishing talk from
Democratic  presidential aspi-

rants has included two especially

startling ideas. One is that we are
going to die — the climate change crisis
is “existential” — unless America does
a slew of things that the aspirants know
are not going to be done. And the leading
progressive aspirant has endorsed an idea
that would confirm hostile caricatures of
progressives if any caricaturist could have
imagined the idea before Massachusetts
Sen. Elizabeth Warren voiced it.

About Democrats’ plans for nullifying
the “existential” crisis: America is really
not going to achieve Vermont Sen. Bernie
Sanders’ “complete decarbonization” by
2050. America will not eliminate net green-
house gas emissions by 2050, as Joe Biden
promises. Fossil fuels accounted for 81.8%
of energy consumption in 2018, and the En-
ergy Information Administration projects
that in 2050 the figure will be 78.9%. Per-
haps higher, if Democrats succeed in abol-
ishing carbon-free nuclear power, which
in 2018 was 8.4% of energy consumption.
The Democrats’ threat to nuclear power’s
existence tells you how seriously they take
their own rhetoric about the “existential”
climate threat. As does their vague, tepid
and perfunctory endorsement of the most
efficient way to reduce carbon — a carbon
tax, which might pose an existential threat
to their aspirations.

Also, America is not going to retrofit
every building. Or wean people off air trav-
el and get them onto high-speed electric
trains like the forever-hypothetical one be-
tween Los Angeles and San Francisco that

California is failing to build at a projected
cost — so far — of up to $100 billion.

The late Sen. Eugene McCarthy, whose
mordant wit is much missed, quipped that
anything said three times in Washington
becomes a fact. With the Democrats hav-
ing migrated to the Trumpian universe of
“alternative facts” about an achievable fu-
ture, the second and third times are unnec-
essary. Theirs is the “believing is seeing”
mentality of people who, seeing the world
through ideology-tinted spectacles, think
the world should be, and therefore will be,
infinitely malleable under the hammer of
government power wielded by them.

The almost 330 million Americans who
would live between the hammer and the
anvil should pay particular attention to
Warren. Her gargantuan plans for com-
prehensively rearranging society should
be considered in light of her penchant for
micro-pandering, such as promising tax-
payer funding of sex-reassignment surgery
for transgender felons in federal prisons.
Poor Bernie Sanders probably thought
he had achieved peak progressivism by
endorsing voting rights for the surviving
Boston Marathon terrorist bomber and all
other incarcerated felons. Warren’s pro-
posal is perfect political zaniness. It will
attract no one who is not already attracted
but will repel the kind of voters — those
‘who sometimes go for days on end without
pondering gender fluidity — she will need
in order to win a general election.

Aninterestingly different Massachusetts
politician, John Quincy Adams, the last
president connected to the Founding gen-
eration, had a flinty patrician’s belief that
leaders should not be “palsied by the will
of our constituents.” Warren, caught up in
the Democrats’ woker-than-thou competi-

tion, will say anything to demonstrate that
there is nothing she will not promise in
order to placate any sliver of the progres-
sive constituency.

One reason U.S. carbon emissions have
fallen faster than Europe’s is that fracking
has made natural gas sufficiently cheap
and abundant to supplant coal and oil for
many purposes. Evidently Warren consid-
ers the “existential” climate threat less
important than catering to progressives’
hostility toward fracking, which they must
consider more of a threat than the “exis-
tential” one. The Economist says that in
terms of energy supplies, banning fracking
“would be a bit like shutting down Saudi
Arabia.” It would, of course, be a boon to
that nation, and Russia and Iran.

The regulatory fidgets and worse that
Warren promises would not be as trivial as
her sex-reassignment-surgery-for-trans-
gender-felons gesture. As The Economist
notes, such is her faith in government as
“benign and effective,” she ignores how
government inefficiency and regulatory
capture made airlines expensive and in-
convenient until deregulation democra-
tized air travel. She would abolish, break
up or submit to government’s 10-thumbed
control “roughly half the stock market and
private-equity owned firms.” She is an
abolitionist regarding the $530 billion pri-
vate health insurance industry, which has
370,000 employees, almost twice as many
as the steel and coal mining industries
combined.

Many Democratic aspirants are patently
insincere about what they call an existen-
tial threat, and many are disconcertingly
sincere about weird minutia. It is dismay-
ingly meaningful when they do, and when
they do not, mean what they say.

Pompeo tarnished by accommodating Trump

By Davip IeNatius
Washington Post Writers Group

WASHINGTON
ince the investigation began into
President Donald Trump’s machi-
nations in Ukraine, one of the most
disturbing questions has been:

Where’s Mike Pompeo, the secretary of
state, who’s supposed to shield his diplo-
mats from political interference?

And now we have the answer: Pompeo
in recent months has essentially been in
hiding, protecting himself while his subor-
dinates took the hit — evidently hoping to
preserve his influence with Trump. Some-
times his deflections and denials have been
outright misleading.

Pompeo has badly tarnished his reputa-
tion in accommodating Trump. He joins
the long list of those damaged by their ser-
vice to this president. If youre someone
like me who thought Pompeo was one of
the smarter and more effective people in
the administration, it’s a sad moment.

This harsh judgment is nearly inescap-
able after reading the transcripts released
Monday of testimony from two key State
Department officials: Marie Yovanovitch,
a 33-year foreign service veteran Trump
fired in May as ambassador to Ukraine,
and Michael McKinley, a 37-year veteran
who resigned in October as Pompeo’s se-
nior adviser because “the disparagement
of a career diplomat (Yovanovitch) doing
her job was unacceptable to me.”

At the core of Pompeo’s story is the co-
nundrum of what public service means
under an erratic president like Trump.
Pompeo’s defenders argue that he might
serve his personal interest by resigning
and protecting what’s left of his political
career. But would that be the honorable
choice, they ask, if it would mean abandon-

ing the State Department to even greater
chaos?

A similar dilemma vexed former De-
fense Secretary Jim Mattis for two years.
He stayed silent in public over Trump’s tan-
trums and abuses, hoping that in private he
could prevent even worse catastrophes. But
in the end, this strategy of accommodation
wasn’t tenable; the rucksack became too
heavy, and Mattis resigned in December.

Pompeo’s defenders argue that his story
is more complicated than it appears. They
say that through 2018 and early 2019, as
Trump’s lawyer Rudy Giuliani was spin-
ning malicious falsehoods to undermine
Yovanovitch, Pompeo had a senior deputy
press Giuliani for evidence to support his
charges. Giuliani never produced any, and
Yovanovitch stayed — until Trump person-
ally demanded she be fired, and Pompeo
acceded.

In the lead-up to her firing and follow-
ing the publicity over her dismissal, Yova-
novitch kept asking for support from her
bosses. That was especially so after Don-
ald Trump Jr. tweeted in March that she
was a “joker” who should be sacked. But
Pompeo was mum.

“What I was told was that there was con-
cern that the rug would be pulled out from
underneath the State Department if they
put out something publicly,” Yovanovitch
testified.

In late April, she was ordered home. Act-
ing Assistant Secretary Philip Reeker told
her that “the secretary had tried to protect
me but was no longer able to do that,” and
Deputy Secretary John Sullivan informed
her she was fired. “I said, ‘What have I
done wrong? And he said, ‘You've done
nothing wrong.””

Pompeo didn’t explain or apologize. His
counselor Thomas Ulrich Brechbuhl re-
fused Yovanovitch’s request for a meeting.

Trump’s groundless attacks on Yovano-
vitch continued, as did Pompeo’s silence.
We learned months later that Pompeo
had listened in on the infamous July 25
call with Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy, in which Trump asked for a po-
litical “favor” in exchange for sending Jav-
elin missiles to Ukraine — and described
Yovanovitch as “bad news,” warning that
she was “going to go through some things.”
Pompeo did nothing.

‘When a transcript of the menacing July
call was released Sept. 25, Yovanovitch
felt personally threatened, and she again
asked for help. Pompeo said nothing public
in her defense.

McKinley, the senior adviser, pressed
Pompeo to issue a brief statement of sup-
port for Yovanovitch. “He listened. That
was it. Sort of, ‘thank you.” That was the
limit of the conversation,” McKinley tes-
tified. He went to see Pompeo twice more
in the next few days, the last time to re-
sign, telling Pompeo, “This situation isn’t
acceptable.”

Pompeo told ABC News last month that
“not once” did McKinley “say a single
thing about his concerns” about Yovano-
vitch’s treatment. By McKinley’s sworn
testimony, that statement was false.

What is character? It’s hard to define,
but as NPR’s Scott Simon recently noted,
a good, short summary is the West Point
motto: “A cadet will not lie, cheat, steal, or
tolerate those who do.”

We should be careful not to judge others’
character, especially in the hotbox of to-
day’s Washington. But it’s deeply troubling
to see a powerful person like Pompeo who
is silent in the face of lies, and who takes
no action to protect his subordinates from
wrongdoing.
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Canadian grocer debuts carts with self-checkout

By PETER HoLLEY
The Washington Post

Enduring a lengthy checkout
line is a potential annoyance each
time you set foot inside a busy
grocery store.

That’s particularly true during
the evening rush, when shoppers
descend on grocery stores for
last-minute dinner items.

Instead of opening more aisles
and hiring more cashiers, a Ca-
nadian grocery chain says its
introducing an innovative pilot
program for helping custom-
ers bypass lines altogether. On
Wednesday, Sobeys — a Nova
Scotia-based grocery chain — un-
veiled Smart Carts, a fleet of 10
intelligent grocery carts that scan
and weigh products as customers
place them in the cart.

The carts feature touch screens
that resemble the kind you might
find in a self-checkout line. The
screens display a running tally of
purchases while customers shop
and allow them to pay on the spot
once they’re finished shopping,
according to the company.

In a video released by Sobeys,
a customer scans and places food
items in grocery bags inside the
cart instead of going to a checkout
line and having purchases bagged
by an employee — a process that
Sobeys labels the “greatest point
of customer friction.”

“While products and customer
eating habits have evolved, the
in-store grocery shopping expe-
rience has remained relatively
static for the last 100 years,” Ma-
thieu Lacoursiere, Sobeys vice
president for retail support, said
in a company statement. “This is
a unique way for us to test inno-
vative new technologies aimed at
enhancing the customer shopping
experience and learn how best to
make it faster and easier.

“The carts will also give our in-

‘We’re actually able to free up some employees ... to be on the
floor answering customers’ questions, talking about the food,
helping them choose a recipe or a product. It’s not about cutting. 7

Mathieu Lacoursiere
Sobeys vice president for retail support

store teammates more time to in-
teract with customers and answer
questions about food and new
products,” the statement added.

In recent years, grocery stores
have become an unlikely hot-
bed of tech innovation. Though
the industry’s business model
had changed little over the past
century, as Lacoursiere noted, a
customer-driven demand for con-
venience is forcing the industry to
adapt to remain competitive.

Now, as the industry finds itself
in the midst of a technological up-
heaval, experts say, local grocery
chains are suddenly providing the
public with a glimpse of a future
far beyond self-service kiosks and
online shopping.

Over the past year, Kroger,
the nation’s largest grocer, has
introduced a fleet of autonomous
delivery vehicles, and Giant Food
Stores has rolled out a series of
robotic assistants named “M: ”
that scan shelves and identify haz-
ardous spills. Last year, Kroger
introduced a system called “Scan,
Bag, Go” that allows customers to
scan and pay for grocery items as
they shop with their smartphone.

“We see customers pushing the
envelope in the grocery industry
and in our business in particular,”
said Yael Cosset, Kroger’s chief
digital officer, noting that the goal
these days is to create as many
convenient options as possible
for customers to get food on their
terms.

“Sometimes that means deliv-

ery, and sometimes it’s pickup,
and sometimes someone wants to
walk into the store.”

Pensa, an Austin, Texas-based
start-up, has been testing an au-
tonomous robotic drone that scans
grocery shelves using an onboard
camera. The camera allows the
machine to collect valuable data
about the store’s ever-changing
inventory before uploading its
findings to the cloud and setting a
supply-chain in motion.

For much of this year, Walmart
customers have been able to
order groceries using a Google
assistant, joining Amazon-owned
Whole Foods, which partnered
with Amazon’s Echo last year so
that customers can shop using
voice commands.

By next year, Walmart — which
also sells $200 billion worth of
groceries each year and remains
the world’s largest private em-
ployer, with 1.5 million Ameri-
cans on its payroll —plans to have
autonomous floor-scrubbing ro-
bots at nearly half of its 4,700 U.S.
stores, part of a major effort to
upgrade its business by harness-
ing the convenience of intelligent
machines.

Sobeys owns or franchises more
than 1,500 grocery stores across
Canada, including stores in the
Safeway, IGA, FreshCo, Foodland
and Thrifty Foods chains, accord-
ing to the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation.

Sobeys says their Smart Carts
— which were developed by

Caper, a retail technology start-
up based in New York City — will
only grow more intelligent with
use. The grocery chain says the
carts are equipped with AI and
machine learning technology.

As the carts improve, the com-
pany says, the carts’ screens will
be able to help customers navigate
grocery stores, complete shop-
ping lists and make product sug-
gestions for recipes.

The Smart Cart is already
equipped with multiple high-reso-
lution cameras. Sobeys says those
cameras — in conjunction with
the cart’s sensitive scale — will
eventually make it possible for
customers to toss items into their
cart without having to enter infor-
mation or scan bar codes at all.

Lacoursiere told the CBC that
the new technology is not being
introduced to replace human
workers, a promise many gro-
cery chains have made in re-
cent months as new innovations

KET WATCH

Nov. 5,2019

Dow Jones 30.52
industrials 27,492.63

Nasdaq 1.48
composite 8,434.68

Standard & -3.65
Poor’s 500 3,074.62

Russell 2.21
2000 1,599.61

arrive.

“We're actually able to free
up some employees ... to be on
the floor answering customers’
questions, talking about the food,
helping them choose a recipe or a
product,” he said. “It’s not about
cutting.”

Early customer reviews have
been positive, according to the
CBC.

“It’s better than the self-check-
out,” Stuart Eddy told the outlet
after adding a bag of bulk almonds
to his smart cart full of groceries.
“It’s fantastic.”

EXCHANGE RATES

Military rates
Euro costs (Nov. 7)
Dollar buys (Nov. 7)
British pound (Nov. 7).

Japanese yen (Nov. 7).
South Korean won (Nov. 7).
‘Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar)
British pound.
Canada (Dol

Denmark (Krone).
Egypt (Pound)..
EUro.

Sigapore (dolan.
South Korea

available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germanyj,
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dollars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)
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5 Honey holder

52 And others (Lat.)
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35Bill's partner TIOIR[I cla[n[B|E
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PINIONS TO YOURSELF!

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals C



3
@

Thursday, November 7,2019 *STARS AND STRIPES® RS (a8 n] Pace 23

FREE AD Guidelines: STARSWSTR'PESW

« Free ads are available only DOD ID Card
holders selling personal merchandise.
« Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads
must contain price and contact information. . &
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. When you see this
camera icon go to stripes.com

« Stars and Stripes reserves the right to " d
re-classify, rewrite and reject any ads. Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast to view the uploaded photo.
MIDDLE EAST PACIFIC
Advertising  Kristi Kimmel kimmel kristi@stripes.com Kristi Kimmel kimmel kristi@stripes.com Ichiro Katayanagi CustomerHelp@stripes.com
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 +49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 +81(3) 6385.3267 DSN 315 229.. 3267
Circulation  Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.com
+49(0)631.3615.9111  DSN 314.583.9111 +49(0)631.3615.9150  DSN 314.583.9150 +81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171
Reader Letters letters@stripes.com letters@stripes.com Tetters@stripes.com
C | aSS Ifl ed SEU Ro E For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012
040 i 140 | Autos for Sale 141 | Autos for Sale Furniture 510 | Fumniture 510
- Germany 142
SELLER BEWARE [t | Antique English Bureay (Desl) N o ace Soreen e
85 72,409 miles | i 00,00 = Girea, miG 19 | Brand new  Antique  Copper
ety German. Spas uto - Quality Pre-owned | Cort, Exglisn Srap front hert
(New\y Inspected. it is good ] US SPEC Vehicles wWood  wing ' desk, in, great Finish Pireplace screen and set
FADS \n‘dwziu;lsdplacmg 05 Sept 2020 Mandel Diesel | s ulseckimlanaitosaies ‘n:"§wsgo;§ aygwlér,a’?a‘sweé 253 frish troplage Igg\gu}s"ce Bor Concerts, events, TV,
classified advertising with (graen 4 sticker) Electric | & o by rone wide delivery shelf, shelves below, mounted | both items. Leave tel # and I will
verusy 2'broad lresile feet
should use discretionin || Fnevorhotmaom (o) ghie ofers Ok éuyeeer pmks i, | eopact you. Buyer picks up movies, music, V‘d"o games,
st concluding the sale of their | | —————— Loave oiSlo ¥ $49.6571-0302421 celebrlty antics.
assifeds scams can ol | 2013 W Golf R - 52000000 - | e——— ———
target both sellers and Eroper(y‘ Notal: pl;alten(la\ s spec car” purchased it | &\tos for Sale - UK 154 G . . 5
buyers with classifeds e || asmansa e € | IS TOT e TR I3 Tools & 990 Get entertained with
advertisements. honest. Stars and Stripes pg,aded EEL! f%, WP Upgra- English Wicker picpic Hampers —_—
suggests that you take calper, ek | 2018 Audi Q3 (A En%\sh chev Bionc: Hampers | Snapon tool box —
beawscotineconmon || SoSetethatyoutake o || e i e N | 018,24 0 g s | Endih s e lamod' | snapen to g )
ed flags. precaut S8 "ol e ‘included | Gall: | charged unieaded engine Auto- | heess mr 5°Wih cutting board | Han oy mber TARS& AND, TRIPES
potentialbuyersare || 5oshoss e ke AR TRl P A T iy .
Some of the latest Scam reputable and will be able o] {on”promium Boso sound sys- | ups, stg )vc(ﬁrsald it for | 17854380086
ipesi or sale - | Rudiy e Al
] Vehicle buyers wanting to sale. Stars and Stripes is not | | BMW Xglorsale, $12,000.00 | SRTERESES pRlD S35 mios
e 9 liable for the contractual 105,000 mi. All options, mclud~ Emall glorydog2001 @gmail.co
buy sight unseen and have ! ing’ ventiated seats with -
gt relationship between b 5 Mahoomny_Sheraton_fedval
through an agent using sellers and buyers of e ;gmf:;,‘n;g?-?:cg;m;p Chalr "rom UK)™ 812800 -
2 heraton revival painted ma-
paypal. lylnfrchand\se advems[e}:i in || Mint cgwg%'\ggzumygﬁ sell. m Rogany salon chagpgh‘?d fis -
e newspaper or on the home:067615087710 lectronic Shoppin ped. back, pierced back Spiat o ]
0 People saying Free Dog website. Emalf Gorshavia hotmaiicom | IECUTONIC ShOPPINGAY it f"cf.hgeaﬂgﬁ “:'Eéna&z.grg =24 Take the fuss out of packing up
SxCellent Buyer picks 1 2
adoption. —— [¢] vaoa[‘m ooy Koran vty Sale. Call: +4¢ &71-952 421 for your next PCS—sell
1700 7
Autos for Sale 141 g e e | STORIEESS SR everything with Stripes
— ia Swa- | Soacntr @hotmai som ~
2007 Honda G-V $6,500.00 - | 981 Camper Wesifalia_ ediion tink Trimmed vaaamesc%m;'edq . B
AutosforSale 141 | firke"Becei®7 Gear Hignua yfﬁa%%% ST ik N750 DB Wi Dua-Band it | e craar colocied veivl SN free classifieds!
Transmission Euopean - Spec | BT Gollesty! Sivchiy “has | Sloabit Roter _ $16.00° N7 | cape (i Ining) e in .
2009 HONDA CR-V 86,651 | 116K Miles 4 Wheel Drive anounsoou m:les Jusl passed BEWiFi Dual-Band N Gigabi mmk Great _ for nprs o
miles (139.452km) Insi mspecmn is | Cruise Control Aluminum rims (2 | inspegtion. Many parts replaced | Router, black, new price §75.99, | Gemany! eyl
d il Jine 2020, German | sats) Automatic Air Conditioning | OVer the last 8 yE s call for'a | asking price $10:00° " wu gt back 1o you PCSmg lo
hﬁecc" angal Bissel Wi Faiat Traler Hich insilled Backu | ! ot gmailcom Contact 0T 762 130872 Emall | Y4 09 0652451
fanévd1 @hotmai.com roximityAlarm n (57 o]
ek Ermal Nica\asporsing
yahou com

Never miss a Stars and Stripes.
We report on issues that affect you the most,
covering military news from
Capitol Hill to Europe, Pacific, the
Middle East and the Pentagon.

No one covers the bases the way we do.
Wherever you need us, however you read us:

Stars and Stripes is always for you.

STARSw,#STRIPES,

In print « Online at stripes.com « Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad




SEIFRER(E R ] *STARS AND STRIPES® Thursday, November 7,2019

STRIPES.

STARS% &
Unlimited

Digital Access onemontn

INTRO OFFER!

FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile

When you subscribe to
Stripes Digital Access...

Get exclusive access to innovative digital
features, interactive articles, award-winning
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited
access to the Stripes.com website and our
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low
monthly or annual subscription.

Stars and Stripes content features

Access to Stars and Stripes mobile apps
Exclusive reports on military matters
Coverage of all military branches

Special features on current issues
Veterans topics

Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50
Archive Photo of the Day

Unbiased, First Amendment protected
reporting from U.S. military bases around
the world.

FREE TRIAL

Subscribe Today!

stripes.com/subscribe




Thursday, November 7,2019

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SEIFREEE ]

Pace 25

SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
College football

Tuesday’s scores
MID!

wzsr
Toledo 35, Kent S
W. Michigan 35, Bail 5t 31

Schedule
Thursday’s games
Louisiana-| Lafayene al Coaslal Carolina
Temple at Suulh
Friday’s ames
SOUTHWEST
UCF at Tulsa

Washington at Oregon St.

Pro football

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

WL'T Pct propA
NewEngland 8 1 0
Buffalo €30 75 188 131
Wi 17 0 125103 25
N.Y. Jets 1.7 0 125 96 211
South
Houston 6 3 0 .667 238 191
Indianapolis 5 3 0 625 182 177
Jacksonville 4 5 0 444 176 189
Tennessee 4.5 0 444 168 165
North
Baltimore 6 2 0 .750 251 176
Pittsburgh 4 40 500 176 169
Cleveland 2 6 0 250 152 205
Cincinnati 0 8 0 000 124 210
West
Kansas City 6 3 0 .667 252 204
Oakland 4.2 0 500 182 216
LA-Chargers 4 5 0 344 183 168
Denver 360 149 170
N. TIONALCONFERENCE
East
W LT Pct PFPA
5 3 0 .625 227 142
Pm\adelphua 5 40 556 224 213
N.Y. 2 70 222 176 25
Washmg(on 18 0 111 108 219
South
NewOrleans 7 1 0 .875 195 156
Carolina 5 3 0 .625 200 204
TampaBay 2 6 0 .250 230 252
Atlanta 1.7 0 125 165 250
North
Green 720 .778 226 189
Minnesota 6 3 0 .667 234 158
Detroit 3 41 438 204 217
Chicago 3.5 0 375 142 144
West
San Francisco 8 0 0 1.000 235 102
Seattle 720 778 248 230
LA Ral 5 30 1625214 174
Arizona 3 5 1 389 195 251
Thursday, Oct. 31
San Francisco 28, Arlzona 25
Sun
Houston 26, Jacksonwllea
Denver 24, Clevelas
Seattle 40, Tampa Bay mor
Baitimore 37, New Engiand 2
n: LA. Rams, New orleans Atlan-

Opel
ta, Cincinnati
Monday, Oct. 4
Dallas 37, N.Y. Giants 18
ursday’s game
LA. Chargers at Oakland
nday’s games
Arizona af e
Kansas City at Tennessee
Buffalo at Cleveland
Baltimore at Cincinnati

Atlanta Bt New Orleons
Detroit at Chicago
Miami at Indianapolis
Carolina at Green Bay
A. Rams at Plttsburgh
anesota at
Open: W Ing(cn ® Jacksonville, New
England, Denver, Phladelphia, Houston
onday’s game
Seattle at San Francisco

Calendar

Dec. 12 — League meeting, Las Coli-
nas, Texas.
Jan. 4-5, 2020 — Wild-card playoffs.

Pro soccer

MLS playoﬁs

Sul da Nov.m
Toronto at Seattle

College basketball

g

C

_.

bos

Tuesday’s men’s scores

EAST
rown 73, Bryant 71
ucknell 68, Fairfield 64
ornell 84, Binghamton 6
elaware 97 Brldgewaler (Va,) 51

ceton
alﬂelgh Bickinson 101, FOU-Florham 52
or , St. Francis Brooklyn 59
Hartiord 74 CCSU 80

Harvard 84, MIT 27

‘lortheastern 72, Boston
065 St Bonaventur 53

e Washingtol
MEC 134, valley Forge Chnsuan 46
. Mass.-Lowell 6
Vlllanova 97 Army 54
Yale 74, Stony Brock 69, OT
ITH

Auburn 83, Georgia Southern 74
Auslm Peay 110, Oakland City 67
Campbell 75, Coastal Carolina 74
Charleston Southern 99, Columbia In-
rnational
oll. of Charleston 74, SC-Upstate 55
uke 68, Kan: 66
Kentucky 79‘ Chaltanooga 68
ast Carolina 80, VM

urman 70, Gardner-webb 63
Mason vy 5¢

Longwood 73, Marym
Ouisjana-Lafayette 95, Loyola NO 67
ouisiana-Monroe 64, Louisiana Col-

ege
Louisville 87, Miami 74

Memphis 97, SC State

Middle ~Tennessee
enn)
Mississippi st 77, FIU 69
Morehead St. 90, Samford 86, 20T
Kemtacky 105, Cinmat C\ermcnt 55
ew Origans 114, Spring Hill 5

2100, Grebndsor0 53

Nortaestérn o, &, Cenlenary (NO) 57
enn 81, Alabam:
ey o1, Coppin ot
outh F\er la 70, Ark Plne Bluff 41
outhern Miss. 90, Delta
Cetaon 84, Trinity Bapiist 36 -
UNC asheville 53
Alabama A&M 66

NC Wilmington 103, Johnson & Wales

CU 72, St. Francis (Pa.) 58
Virginia Tech 67, Clemson 60
W. Kentucky 76, Tennessee Tech 64
Washington Adventist I

Mary 70, High Point 56
Wotfor s, edine &

Akron 81, Malone 64

Ball St. 87, Defiance 43

Bowling Green 94, Tiffin 7:

Cent. Michigan 102, Mlchlgan Dear-
orn

Chicago St. 103, Judson 60
Crelghton 81, Kennesaw St. 55
DePaul 72, Alcorn St. 5

llinois 78, N\cholls 70, OT
Illinois 65

a
owa ot 110, VAL

ansas St. 67, N. Dakota St. 54
oyola of Chicago &2, UG Davis 48
Marquette 88, Loyola (Md.) &

ichigan 79, Appalac ian Sl
Milwaukee 72, Concordia (Wis. Je
innesota 85, Cleveland S

lowa 58, Old Dominion Eh
1ak|and 94 Goshen 66

ande 57

nlmous 76, Il\lno\s Wes\eyan 48
iu- -Edwardsville 61, Qui e/
aint Louis 89, Florida Gulf Coast 67
aum Mary’s (Cal) 65, Wisconsin 63, OT

& .
119, Maryville

maha 54
Wright St. 96, Central St. (Ohio) 77
Xavier 76, Jacksonville 57
Youngstown St. 101, Thiel 53
SOUTHWEST

Abilene Christian 9%, Arlington Baptist 39
Arkansas 91, Rice 43
Ior 105, Gent. Afkansas 61
6, Chamiion Ghristian 40

orth Texas 75, Oklahoma Christian 40
Oklahoma 85, UTSA 67
rairie View 100, Jarvls chnsnan 62

74, Jacksonville St

. Colora
exas St. 103, Texas Lutheran 45
exas Tech 85, E. Illinois 60
exas-Arlington 84, Texas-Dallas 50
ulsa 80, Houston Baptisf
8 55, N Bighlangs 70

BYU 76, Cal St.-Fullerton %
Boise St. 126, Life Pacific 4¢

NS, Bakersﬁeld 103, N6tre pame de

ol Baptist 93, Jackson St. 70
alifornia 87, Pepperdlne 71
olorado st 14, Denver 63
Javenport £2. Gran

Washington 107, Portland Sible 25
.:onza 255, Alabam,
dat , Evergreen
Marymount 1us, Westclff 62
w Mexicd S New Mexico 4
Oreqon 71 Fresna St 57

n
(Tenn.)

Oregon St. 87, CS Northrldge 67
Pacific 69, CS Stanislaus
Portland 85 Wiamene 36
Portland St. 94, Puget Sl)und 69
S. Utah 110, Bethesda 6
San Diego St. 77, Texas outhern 42
San Francisco 101, Sonoma St. 50
Santa Clara 97, UC Santa Cruz 52
Seattle 98, Pacific Lutheran 64
Southern Cal 77, Florida A&M 48
UC Irvine 76, San Diego 73

UNLV 86, Purdue Fort Wayne 71
Utah 79, Nevada 7:

tah St. 81, Montana st.
Utah Valley 72, Westmlnster (Utah) 55
Wyoming 54, Idaho's

Tuesday’s women’s scores

Albany (NY) 82, columbla 78
Binghamton 89, Siena 62
oston College 89, Mass.-Lowell 46

0!
rexel 66, Quinnipiac 62
ent St. 77, Duguesne 75
afayette 61, Falr\ew h Dickinson 29
arshall 89, Kentucky Christian 40

vy 70, Stevens:
otre Dame 60, Fordham 55
Penn St. 73, Towson 6:

i

outh Dakota 80, Northeastern 76
ohn’s 68, St. Bonaventure 56

t balars 89, LiU Brookiyi 74

tony Brook 86, St Francis Brookiyn 73

yracuse 66, Ohi

ample 77 Fairfield 59

UMBC 92, Gettysburg 50

William & Mary 77, Army 65

Austin Peay 103, Kenmcky Wesleyan 70
Campbell 122, 5t. Andrey

Charlotte 74, Gardner- WEbb %o
avidson 66, Georgetown 52

uke 93, High P

lorida 72, bl

forida Guilf Coast 100

lorida St. 88, charleston Southem 36
Georgia Tech 69, Houstol

ouisville

o
Outh Carolina 103, Alabama St. 43
outh Florida 70, Jacksonville 39
outhern Miss. 77, William Carey 47
tetson 77, Paim Beach Atlantic 46
ennessee 72, ETSU 68
Tech 88,

) 51
Toledo 74, Georgia St. 48
Troy 101, Fort Valley St. 52
Tulane 82v Jackson St. 46
VCU 66, Appalachian St. 38
Vanderbilt 88, Jacksonville St. 66
Virginia 84, Bucknell
Virginia Tech 105, St.
W. Carolina 64, Virginia-
Wake Forest 65, UNC ‘Nllmmgton 55

cincinnati 68, Utah i
Creighton 67, Omaha 54
Dayton 82, Lipscomb 60
Evansville 77, Brescia 61
Harvard 59, N. mmows 53
IUPUI 65, Ball St. 48
Illinois 96, Chlca 0 St

Cumberland

rancls (Pa )41

s inale
Missouri St. 77, Minnssota 6

Purdue Fort Wayne 73, Purdue North-
west 5

(M

0
uincy 70, SIU-Edwardsville 65
E M\sscun 70 Mlssuun St. Louis 56

C 83, Denver 7¢
Wisconsin 75, North Florida 62
Youngstown ot 87, Camswus 59
Abllene chrlst\an 111 McMurry 43

or 9 lampshire
Huusmn Bapust 57 LSU- ShreveporlM
Incarnate Word 70, Schreiner 35
Oklahoma St. 62, Idaho 47
Or)al Roberts 114, Central Christian

rairie View 85, Jexas A&M-Kingsville 55
\ce 71, Nicholls
U 81, Mc Ntz st.
N ephen F. Austin 67, Tulsa 63
CU 66, Robert Morris 61
exas A&M 78, UALR 35
exas A&M-CC 75, St. Thomas s (Texas) 55
‘exas St. 72, Texas Luther:

Arizona 74, North bakota 42
Anz st 87, Air Force 56
Lewis-Clark St. 3:
cs Bakersfle\d 83, CS Domlﬂguel Hms 74
Cal Eapnst 79, Lon% Beach S
olor: ron st
Jrand Canyon 72 ‘Benedictine (Kan.) 53
jaho St. 93, Arizona Christian 36
St.-Northern 45
cal) 72
rside 7¢

ontana 98, Montana

ai
outhern Cal 69, CS Northridge 53
tanford 92, E. Washington 27
C Irvine 79, San Jose St. 77

Santa Bal bara 59 Utah Valley 51
CLA 85, Wel
Washington St. ES‘ PeDDerdme 48

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
CLEVELAND INDIANS — Promoted Sky

Andrecheck to assistant general manag-

er, Pau Gillisple to vice president/inter-

tmg “development and M;
rector of pitching develov

ALS = Reinstated
38'KeNiA Guriorres and C salvador Perez
from the 60-day IL. Designated RHP Ja-
cob Barnes for assignment.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Reinstated 38
Zack Cowart, 2B Luis Rengifo and RHPs
G‘_l"ifﬂn ﬁann\'l’\g and Felix Pena from the

lay

MINNESOTA TWINS — Reinstated OF
Byron Buxton and RHP Sean Poppen from
the 60-day IL. Asslgned RHP Kohl Stewart
to Rochester (IL).

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Promoted Ed
Sprague to director of player develop-
ment. Keith Lieppman to special adviser
to player development, Juan Navarette
to minor league field coordinator, Steve
Scarsone to minor league outfield and
baserunning coordinator, Gabe Ortiz to
catching coordinator, Aar-
to Arizona field coordinator,
Nate Brocks to minor league medical co-
ordinator, Omar Hamed assistant minor
league strength and conditioning coor-
dinator and JD Howell to Latin America

ngth and conditioning coordinator,
NamedTonyaAntonuccwlce president of
marketing; Todd Steverson hitting coach,
Hiram Bocachica coach, Justin White-
house assistant trainer and M.
Iedge strength and condltlonl"g ccach

Vegas (PCL); Juan Dilone coach,

Shane Zdebiak lramer and Mosi-
man strength and conditioning coach of
Midland (TL); Bobby Crosby manager,
vier Herrera coach, Nick Voelker lramer
and Henry Torres strength and condi-
tioning coach of Stockton (Cal); Lloyd

g conditioning coach
of the AZL Athletics; and Casey Upper-
man throwing perforimance coa
MPA BAY RAYS — Relnstated LHP
Jose Alvaradd from the cb-day
National League §
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Rein-
stated RHP Silvino Brascho and OFs Da-
gbddPeralta and Steven Souza Jr. from the
ATLANTA BRAVES — Reinstated C Alex
Jackson, OF Charlie Culberson, RHP Ja-
ggbdwebb and LHP AJJ. Minter from the
ChicAGo cuss — Assigned RHP Allen
Webster outright to lowa (bCL.
ES - Reinstated 28
Brantan RoGers and RHPS n Gray and
Scott Obierg from the 60-day
EL£S DODGERS - Reinstated
LHP Seott Alexander Sn 15 Tyier white
from the 60-day

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Selected the
contract of LHP Angel Perdomo from San
Antonio (BCL).

NEW YORK METS — Reinstated OFs
Yoenis Cespedes and Jeff McNeil and
RHPs Jacob Rhame and Drew Smith from
the 60-day I

PHII.ADEI.PHIA PHILLIES — Reinstated
RHP Jake Arrieta from the 60-day L.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Signed man-
ager e Shidt toh three: year contract.
Si esident of baseb:

ﬁeneral manager Mike Girsch and signed

1o 3 two-year contract extension.

Prom n to senior direc-
o /Rsehal Saveimant, Kevin Saats
to baseball_analytics director, Patrick
Casanta to systems director, Matt Bayer
to project director, Javier Duran to coor-
dinator/technology and innovation and

Ty\er Hadzinsky to assistant director of

scouting.
SAN DIEGO PADRES — Designated

OF Mike Gerber and RHP Ricardo Pinto
for assignment. Claimed RHP Rico Gar-
cia off waivers from Colorado and RHP
Trevor Oakws from Kansas City. Signed
16 Zach Green and S5 Cristhian Adames
tominor league contracs
WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Reinstat-
cd Riiba Kodg Glover and Austen Wil-
liams from the 60-day IL.
SKETBA

National Basketball Association
BA ~ Suspended Atlanta F Jonn Col.
lins 2 games for viclating the ter
the NBA/NBI
WASHINGTON WIZARDS < Astlgned F
Admiral Schofield and G Justin Robinson
to Capital City (NBAGLY

National Footbal League
BUFFALO BILLS — Signed DT Corey Li-
uget to a one-year contract. Placed LB

Murice Alexander on IR.
CAROLINA PANTHERS — Placed QB
cam Newton on IR. Claimed WR Donte

Moncrief off waivers from Pittsburgh.
The Panthers have placed quarterback
Cam Newton (foot) on injured reserve.

CHI EARS — Signed LB James
vagghier

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Activated S
Ibraheim Campbell from reserve/physi-
cally unable to perform. Released LB Tim
Williams.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Waived DT
Carl Davis. Claimed DT Kyle Peko off
waivers from Buffalo.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Waived LB
Malcolm Smith. Signed LB Joe Giles-Har-
ris to the practice squad:

Al ITY CHIEFS — Signed e Kle
Shisrmit 10 he Brbtice Suad, o
team President Mark Donovan to a \ong-
term contract extension

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Released DT Rob-
ert Nkemdiche. Signed CB Marcus Sher-
els and RB De'Lance Turner. Placed WR
Preston Williams on IR.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Activated CB
sam Beal off the designated for return
fist. Waived S Sean Chandler.

YORKJETS — Signed L& Paul Wor.
rilow, Placed CB Trumaine Johnson and
WR Josh Bellamy on IR. Signed R& Josh
Adams from the practice squa

TTLE SEAHAWKS — Released WR
cary Jenmngs SActvated oL Pl Haynes
from the PUP list.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Placed CB Mal-
colm Butler on IR. Released OL Daniel
Nunyer from the practice. squad. Re:
signed CB Tye Smith. Signed WR Rashard
Dayis ta the practice squad.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Released
RB PG Reynotds.

HOCK

3
National Hockey League »
ARIZONA COYOTES — A55|gned F Mi-

or Daley on IR, retroactive to Saturday.
Recalled D Dylan Mcllrath from Grand

Rapids (AHL).
OLYMPIC SPORTS
USA SWIMMING — Named Catherine
Kase US.Olympic team open. water

coac
socc!
Major League Sot
SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES — Signed D

casey Walls.
ational Women Soccer League
ORLANDO PRIDE — Claimed the rights
to MF Chioe Logarzo.
COLLEGE

RKANSAS — Suspended soDhomore
Reggie Chaney indefinitely from men's
basketball for a violation of teamrules

med David Belfield assis-
tant mens < basketball coach.

OTA — Agreed to terms with
footanl! coach Ffack on a seven-year
conlracl exten:

- Named Sergey Avdeyev men’s
tenmis coach.

Fight schedule

Nov.7

At Saitama, Japan, Naoya Inoue vs.
Nonito Donaire, 12, for Inoue’s IBF and
Donaire's bantamweight _ titles
(World Boxing Super Series final); Nor-
dlne Oubaall vs. Takuma Inoue, 12, for
i's WBC World bantamweight

e

Nov. 9
At London, Daniel Egbunike vs. Billy Al-
lington, 10, for the vacant BBBofC South-

10, for the vacant WBO European [ight-
weight title.

t Chukchansi Park, Fresno, Calif.,
Jamel Herring vs. Lamont Roach Jr., 12,
for Herring’s WBO super featherweight

At Staples Center, Los Angeles, Billy
Joe Saunders vs. Marcelo Esteban Coce-
res, 12, for Saunders’ WBO super middie-
weight title; Ronny Rios vs. Hugo Berrio,
12, super bantamweights.

‘At The Gardens Casino, Hawailan Gar-
dens, Calif,, Madiyar Ashkeyev vs. Walter
Wright, 10, for the vacant WBC USNBC
super welterweight title.

Nov. 15

At Melbourne, Austraha. Andrew Mo-
loney vs. Elton Dharry, 12 for the vacant
interim WBA World super flyweight title;

ason Moloney vs. Dixon Flores, 10, for
M?Ioney s WBA Oceania Bantamweight
it

At Paris, Kane Watts vs. Arsen Gou-
laririan, 12, for Watts' WBA Super World
cruiserweight title; Michel Soro vs. Ced-
ric Vitu, 12, super welterweights; Louis
Toutin vs. Bruno Sandoval, 10, vacant
WBC Youth' Silver super middieweight

"% Winnavegas casino & Resort,
sloan, lowa, Erik Vega Ortiz vs. Alberto

10, welterweights; Marcos
Joseph George, 10, light
heavyweights.

Nov. 16
At Glasgow, Scotland, Lee McGregor
vs. Kash Faroog, 12, for the McGregor's
Commonwealth 'and_ Farooq’s BBBofC
British bantamweight {ities
At Liverpool, Engiand. Callum Smith
John Ryder, for Smith's WBA super
Iiddleweight title: Craig Glover vs. Chris
Billam-Smith, 10, Cruiserweights; James
Tennyson vs.” Craig Evans, 10, light-
weights.
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NBA

The Celtics’ Gordon Hayward,

Tony Desak/AP

right, drives past the Cavaliers’ Larry Nance Jr. during the first half on

Tuesday in Cleveland. Heyward made all 16 of his two-point shots and tied a career high with 39 points.

Roundup

Hayward ties career high
with 39 as Celtics top Cavs

Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Gordon Hay-
ward capped a perfect night from
inside the arc with the biggest
basket of the game.

Hayward tied a career high
with 39 points, making all 16 of
his two-point attempts, and the
Boston Celtics won their fifth
straight game by holding off the
Cleveland Cavaliers 119-113 on
Tuesday.

Hayward hit 17 of 20 shots,
including one three-pointer. He
put in Kemba Walker’s miss with
22 seconds left to give Boston a
five-point lead. Walker stole the
inbounds pass and sank a free
throw to put the game away.

The only person in the building
who wasn’t impressed with his
perfection on two-pointers was
Hayward.

“It seems like a pointless stat
to me,” he said. “Tonight just felt
sweet because we got the win, but
I wish we could have closed out
better.”

Celtics coach Brad Stevens took
a different point of view.

“Certainly, you always felt like
he could get a bucket at any time,”
Stevens said. “He was aggressive
going to the basket. He did a good
job when guarded by big guys. He
did a good job when guarded by
small guys.”

Walker had 25 points for Boston,
which hasn’t lost since the season
opener against Philadelphia.

“That’s pretty impressive,” he
said of Hayward’s stat line. “He
made all his twos and only missed
three threes. That’s nuts.”

Hayward scored 16 points in
the opening quarter and 22 in the
first half, hitting all nine attempts
from the field.

Cavaliers forward Larry Nance
Jr. had a simple assessment of the

performance.

“He didn’t miss,” Nance said.
“He’s crafty. He plays the game
at a very cerebral level.”

Hayward suffered a horrific
leg injury in Cleveland during the
opening minutes of the 2017-18
season opener. He averaged 16.5
points in two games at Cleveland
last season.

“I don’t think about it,” Hay-
ward said. “I haven’t thought
about it for a while. Hopefully,
you guys won’t be asking about it
again.”

Collin Sexton, who scored 21
points, hit a three with 1:33 to
play that cut Boston’s lead to 116-
113. The score remained that way
until Hayward’s crucial basket
after his offensive rebound.

Hornets 122, Pacers 120
(OT): Devonte Graham scored a
career-high 35 points, Bismack
Biyombo provided a huge spark
off the bench late and host Char-
lotte battled back from a 14-point,
fourth-quarter deficit to beat
Indiana.

Graham sank two of three free-
throw attempts with 1.7 seconds
left in overtime after drawing a
foul on JaKarr Sampson, help-
ing the Hornets win their third
straight game.

T.J. Warren scored 33 points on
15-for-18 shooting for the Pacers,
who had their three-game win-
ning streak snapped.

Lakers 118, Bulls 112: LeB-
ron James had 30 points, 11 as-
sists and 10 rebounds for his third
consecutive triple-double, and
visiting Los Angeles rallied to
beat Chicago for its sixth straight
victory.

The Lakers trailed by 19 be-
fore shutting down the Bulls in
the fourth quarter during the fi-
nale of a three-game trip. While
James turned in another brilliant

performance, he was on the bench
for most of a 16-0 run to begin the
final period.

Kyle Kuzma, Quinn Cook and
Dwight Howard sparked the Lak-
ers’ comeback. Kuzma scored 11
of his 15 points in the fourth, and
Howard had a key block on Coby
‘White during the big spurt.

Hawks 108, Spurs 100: Trae
Young scored 28 of his 29 points
in the second half, Jabari Parker
added 19 points and host Atlanta
moved past the suspension of
John Collins to snap a three-game
losing streak.

Young, returning after missing
a game with a right ankle sprain,
put on some dazzling moves in the
fourth quarter to help his team
overcome the loss of Collins, who
was suspended earlier in the day
for 25 games without pay for a
violation of the NBA’s anti-drug
program after testing positive for
a growth hormone.

Thunder 102, Magic 94: Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander scored 17 of
his 24 points in the second half
to lift host Oklahoma City over
Orlando.

Chris Paul added 20 points and
six assists for the Thunder (3-4),
who held their opponent under
100 points for the fourth time in
seven games.

Aaron Gordon had 15 points and
eight rebounds to lead the Magic
(2-5), who have yet to reach 100
points in a game this season.

Nuggets 109, Heat 89: Jamal
Murray scored 21 points, Will
Barton and Jerami Grant had 15
each, and host Denver pulled away
in the second half to beat Miami

Jimmy Butler had 16 points
and Kelly Olynyk 13 for Miami,
which ended a three-game win-
ning streak. It was the first time
this season the Heat had failed to
score at least 100 points.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic I)ivW ion

L

Philadelphia 5 1.833 —
Boston 5 1.83 -
Toronto 12 667

Brooklyn 34 2%
New York 6 .143 4
Miami 5 2 714

Charlotte 1 3 571

Atlanta 33500 1%
Washington 2 4333 2%
Orlando 3

Central

Milwaukee 5 . -
Indiana 3 449 2
Detroit 305375 2%
Cleveland 2 5 .28 3
Chicago 26 .250 3%

Western Conference

Dallas
Houston
san Antomo

NewBrieans
Northwest Di
Denver
Minnesota
Utah
portland
Oklahoma City
LA. Lakers 6 E
Phoenix 5 2714
LA, Clippers 5
Golden State 2 :
sacramento 2 5 .28
day’s games
Boston 119, Clevdland 115
Charlotte 122, Indiana 120, OT
Atlanta 108, San Antonio 100
LA Lakers 118, Chicago 112
Okiahoma City 102, Orlando 94
Denver 109, Miami 89
dnesday's games
New York at Detroit
Washington at Indiana
Chicago at Atlanta
Golden State at Houston
Sacramento at Toronto
Minnesota at Memphis
Orlando at Dallas
Philadelphia at Utah
Milwaukee at LA. Clippers
Thursday's games
Boston at Charl
Oklahoma C\ty at San Antonio

Miami

Portiand at L e Ciippers
lay's games

Cleveland al Wﬂshlnglon

i at L.A. Lakers.

Tuesday
Celtics 119, Cavaliers 113

BOSTON — Tatum 9-16 0-0 18, Hayward
17-20 4-4 39, Theis 2-7 1-2 5, Walker 8-19
3-4 25, Smart 2-6 2-3 8, Williams 0-2 0-0
0, Ojeleye 0-0 0-0 0, Williams 111 3-4 0-0 6,
Wanamaker 2-5 1-2 5, Edwards 5-6 0-0 13,
Green 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 48-85 11-15 119.

CLEVELAND — Osman 4-13 1-2 12, Love
7-14 2-2 17, Thompson 7-15 5-6 19, Gar-
land 2-110-0 4, Sexton 6-15 7-7 21, McKin-
nie 1-10-03, Nance Jr. 5-6 2-2 15, Clarkson
4-13 3-3 12, Dellavedova 2-4 0-0 4, Knight
2-40-0 6. Totals 40-96 20-22 113.

32 29 28 30-119

clwel 24 28 31 30-113
hree-point Goals—Boston  12-30
(walker 85, Edwards 3-4, Smart 2-6,
s 0

tum ©-9), Cleveland
2 Osman 3-7, Sexton
23 Knight 2-4, McKinnie 1-1, Clarkson
1-5, Love 1-5, Dellavedova 0-1, Thom
son 0-1, Gar\and 0-53). Fouled Ouit—Noe.
Rebounds—Boston 45 (The\s 9), Cleve-
land 44 (Thompson 13). Assists—Boston
24 (Hayward 8), Cleveland 22 (C\arkson,
Thompson 4)." Total Fouls—Boston 23,
Cleveland 18. A—17,709 (20,562).

Thunder 102, Magic 94

ORLANDO — Isaac 5-9 2-2 13, Gordon
6-133-4 15, Vucev|c4 15 Z Z 10 FultzS 10
u 4-5 5-5
7, A gusth 1078 13,
Ross 2 5 2-2 G Tota\s 32-82 27-31 9

OKLAHOI ITY — Ferguson 2300
5, Gallinari 6- 17 1-2 16, Adams 5-7 1-2 11,
Paul 6-15 6-6 20, Gl\geous -Alexander 9-14
3-4 24, Bazley 4-11 0-0 10, Muscala 0-1 0-0
0, Noel 1-2 3-4 5, Schroder 2-11 0-0 5, Di-
allo 2-5 2-2 6. Totals 37-¢ 85 16-20 102.

Orlando 27 26 15— 94

Oklahoma City 31 27 23 21-102

Three-point Goals Orlando
(Fultz 1-2, Bamba 1 Isa
1, Fournier 0-2, Gordon 0-3, Vi
Augustm 0-4), Oklahoma City 12-33
geous-Alexander 3-5, Gallinari 3-10, Ba-
zley 2-5, Paul 2-6, Fer? ison 1-2, Schroder
1-3, Muscitl’laﬂ 1, Dial 00 1) Fouled Out—

1 4), Oklahoma
cn?/ 21 (Paul 6). Total Fouls—Orlando 24,
klahoma City 23. A—18,203 (18,203).

Hawks 108, Spurs 100

0 — DeRozan 10-16 2-3 22,

Is 38-91 16-23 100.
ATI.ANYA — Hunter 6-13 2-2 16, Parker
9-141-2 19, Len 0-2 1-1 1, Young 10-23 4-6
29, Reddish 4-6 1-2 12, Fernando 2-4 0-0 4,
Jones 2-30-0 4, Huerter 3-9 0-0 7, Bembry
1-2 7, Wi Hacelzouzcarters?ll
SOt a300 1116 1
San Antonio Zl 24 33 22-100
Atlanta 22 22 26 38-108
Three-point Goals—San Antonio 8-33
(Mills 3- 3 Forbes 2-9, Lyles 1-2, White

(Lyles 12), ‘Atlanta 48 (Parker, Hunter 8).
Assists—San Antonio 18 (DeRozan, Mur-
ray, Aldridge 4), Atlanta 22 (Young 13).
Total Fouls Antonio 17, Atlanta 20.
Technicals—Atlanta coach Lloyd Pierce.
A—14,025 (18,118).

Hornets 122, Pacers 120 (OT)

IANA — Warren 15-18 1-2 33, Samp-

2-60-05, McDermott 3-70-08, Leaf 0-10-0
0, McConnell 3-50-06, A.Holiday 2-7 0-06.
Tota\ssl 2467120,

s 810 0-3 18,

- ge:
Washmgton 6:94-4 16, Ze\ler 1-55-6 7, Ro-

21'11-15'35, Monk 2.8 0-1 4, Go.Martin 0-2
0-00, Tota\s42 -88 28-- 42”122
Ing

28 21 7-120
Charlotte za 37 21 35 9-122
Three-point ~ Goals—Indiana 12-30

(Warren 2-2, McDermott 2-4, A.Holiday
b 2-5, Brogdon 2-9, Sampson 1-
liday 1-2, Bitadze 0-2), Charlotte
10-31 (Graham 4-9, Rozier 3-8, Bridges
2-3, williams 1-3, Wasmnglon 0-2, Zeller
02 Monk 0-2). Fouled Out—Bitadze, Leaf.
Reboundsoindiana 43 (Bitadzo 11, Char-
lotte 37 (Co.Martin 11). Assists—indiana
27 (Bm?d on 8), Charlotte 22 (Graham
Fouls—Indiana 34, Charlotle 17
—Indiana_coach Pac
fensive three second) 3, Charlotle coach
Hornets (Defensive three second).
13,341 (19,077).

Lakers 118, Bulls 112

L.A. LAKERS — James 10-19 8-9 30, D:
vis 52 215, McGee 4-42-310, caldwel\-
Pope 3-7 1-2 8, Green 3-5 0-0 7, Dudley

0-0 ,Kuzma‘l 16.0-1 15, Howard 3-4 0- 15
aruso 2- 8 2 3 7, Daniels

Markk:
11" Satoransky 3:5.0
26, Hutchison 2-2 0-3 5, Kornet 1-5 0-0 3,

55
45008, Totals 43-85 12-23 112,
2424 32 38-118

cmcagn 29 3 28 19-112
Three-point Goals— LA Lakers 11-33
(Cook 3-4, James 2-6, Davis 1-2, Caldweli-
Pope 1.2, Graen 1.3, Daniels, 1-4. Cartso
1-4, Kuzma 1-8), Chicago 14-32 (Porter Jr.
4-7, LaVine 3-7, Markkanen 2-5, Hutchi-
son 1-1, Satoransky 1-1, Dunn 1-1, Kornet
13, white 15, Carter Ji. 0-1 Young oD

Fouled ou Rebounds—
549 (James 10). cmcago 42 (caner s
5. 'S 26 (Jar 11)

Chlcago 22 (Lavme 7) otal Fouls-L.
Lakers 18, Chicago 21. A—21,193 (20, 917)

Nuggets 109, Heat 89

MIAMI_— Winslow 5-11 0-0 10, Ade-
bayo 2-9 2-5 6, Leonard 4-7 1-1 10, Nunn
4-14 1-3 11, Butler 3-12 10-12 16, Jones Jr.
4-8 0-0 8, Robinson 1-6 0-0 2, Johnson 0-
00-0 0, Silva 1-2 0-0 2, Olynyk 4-8 1-2 13,
Draglc 3 71-29, Herro 1-40-0 2. Totals 32-

D VER — Barton 5 10 3-5 15, Millsap
3-5 3-3 10, Jokic 4-12 0-1 9, Murray 9-1!
2-421, Hams 3-6 0-0 6, Hemangomez 0-1
0-0 0, Grant 6-13 1-2 15, Craig 2-3 0-0 5,
Vﬂnderblll 0-0 0-0 0, Plum\ee 5-9 0-0 10,
Porter Jr. 2-2 0-0 4, Morris 5-7 1-1 11, Bea-
sley 1-30-0 3. Totals 45 86 10 16 109.

Miami

120~ 89
Denver % % 31 2o
Three-point  Goals—Miami  9-29

(Olynyk 45, Dragic 3.3, NUn 3-8, Loon.

1-1, Herro 0-1, Jones Jr. 0-2, Winslow

0-2, Butler 0-3, Robinson 0-4), Denver 9-23

(Barton 2-2, Grant 2-6, Millsap 1-1, Craig

1-2, Murray 1-2, Beasley 1-3, Jokic 1-4,

ez
1). Fouled out— e. Rebounds—Miami
a7 0 11), Denver 47 (Barton 10).
Assists —niami 3 (Dragic 7), Benver 35
(Morris 8). Total Fouls—Miami 21, Denver
21. A—18,010 (19,520).

Leaders

Scoring
G FG FT PTS AVG

Harden, HOU 763104 2% 3o
Irving, BR

Lillard, POR 773 a5 28 311
Leonard, LAC 6 64 37 176 293

Rebounds

G OFF DEF TOT AVG

8 40 115 155 19.4
95 101 14.4

Antetokounmpo, MIL 7 13 83 98 140

Drummond DET
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Far East volleyball tournament

Questions for conten

ers

Injury hinders Zama, defending champ Kubasaki lacks experience

By DavE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

Things were looking mighty good for the Zama
girls volleyball team’s drive to repeat as DODEA
Japan tournament champ last weekend at Yokota.

Then came a leg injury to senior middle blocker
Jessica Atkinson that sidelined her for the rest of the
tournament, in which Zama fell in the final to Kin-
nick after leading by two sets.

That injury will also limit Atkinson’s activity in
this week’s Far East Division II tournament, ac-
cording to coach Veronica Jones.

“She can play at limited capacity,” Jones said
Tuesday, a day before the Trojans traveled to South
Korea for the three-day tournament, which begins
Thursday at Camp Humphreys.

This year’s D-II tournament features nine teams,
while the D-I tournament has six teams, with Guam
returning after a six-year absence. Christian Acad-
emy Japan and Kubasaki are defending champions.

Atkinson averaged 10.7 kills and 4.1 block points
during the regular season, in which the Trojans won
the DODEA Japan title for the second straight year.

“I’'m more confident with Jessica in the lineup,
of course,” Jones said. “That’s the rotation we’ve
worked and were comfortable with.”

Zama still possesses a balanced attack, featuring
returning D-II Most Valuable Player Grace Bryant
(9.5 kills); setters Jazlyn Rioux (14.1 assists) and Iris
Hirata (9.5), serving specialist Aika Davis (7.5 aces)
and blocker Gabrielle Griffiths (4.6 block points).

Jones thinks the Trojans still have a chance of
winning, “but the team and I would be less stressed
if [Atkinson] was there. She brings leadership, hard
work and determination to the team. It changes the

e g
PHoros By Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Zama American’s Gabrielle Griffiths, right,
averaged 4.6 block points during the season.

dynamic” if she’s out, Jones said.

While the Trojans lost Atkinson at an inconvenient
time, the reigning D-I champion Dragons, who've
won the tournament four of the past five years, knew
what they were facing when they began the season
without the core five of their winning teams.

“The biggest hurdle entering the season was
knowing how young we were, lack of experience,
age and us not having played together” prior to the
current season, junior right-side hitter Kiara Os-
hana said.

The Dragons were hitting “bumps in the road,”
Oshana said, until the ASIJ YUJO tournament three
weeks ago. After Kubasaki lost to the host Mustangs,
“we had a group talk, put out all our feelings, talk-
ing out our issues and listened to an inspirational
speech,” Oshana said.

After that, the Dragons came away with fourth
place in the 16-team YUJO event. “We got it togeth-
er, it just clicked and we started playing together
with better chemistry.”

Still, it’s a young Dragons team that will vie for
another Far East title, led by senior middle hitter
Abby Robinson (9.5 kills) and sophomore setter
Alyssa Alvarado (24.3 assists).

“Maybe there’s enough growth to play competi-
tively at Far East,” coach Mike Hogen said. “We’ll
always try to outwork the other teams and see what
happens with our group. I like our chances.”

i setter sa
averaged 24.3 assists during the season.

ornauer. ripes.com
Twitter @daveornauer

Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Humphreys senior Melissa Pritchett advanced to Far East semifinals,
where she’ll meet defending champion Sarah Omachi of Seisen.

Far East tennis tournament

Calleros leads surge
of DODEA players

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

KADENA AIR BASE, Okinawa
— A DODEA Pacific boys player
is assured of reaching Saturday’s
singles final of the Far East tennis
tournament. And it’s possible two
girls could advance to the final.

Edgren junior Ryken Calleros,
the No. 8 boys seed, won three
matches Wednesday, and stunned
No. 1 seed Yuki Toyokawa of St.
Mary’s 8-5 in the quarterfinals.

He'll face No. 4 seed Daniel
Posthumus, a senior from Kinn-
ick, in Friday’s semifinals.

“Crazy!” Eagles coach Jennifer
Green said after Calleros’ upset.

Calleros said he was “super
nervous” entering the match, but
said he kept telling himself to
“fight for every point, no matter
what.”

It’s the first time an Edgren
player has reached the Far East
boys semifinals.

Players and coaches from other
teams stopped to watch the poten-
tial upset.

“He took the lead and never re-
linquished it, just kept fighting,”
Kinnick coach Nico Hindie said.
“It was an amazing match.”

“Even if I was trailing love-40,
I told myself to keep my head up,
just play for every point, never
get angry,” Calleros said. “It was
a great match. I really enjoyed
playing him.”

Posthumus, the DODEA Japan
tournament runner-up, reached
the semifinal by beating David
Lee of Yongsan 8-1.

From the time he was a fresh-
man, Posthumus said, “I never
thought I'd be in this position. I'm
going to take this one match at a
time and see how it works.”

Posthumus is trying to become
the first Kinnick player to win a
boys singles title since Garren
Dial in 2008.

Since 2010, when Far East was
reopened to international school
players, the singles brackets have
been dominated by non-DODEA
players.

The last DODEA boy to reach
the final was Kadena’s Arlo Tay-
lor, who lost in three sets to Kent
Shikama of St. Mary’s in 2010.
Grace Cho of Seoul American
was the last DODEA player of
either gender to reach a singles
final, in 2014.

Unseeded Kadena sophomore
Ally Johnson, the two-time OKi-
nawa district champion, earned
a semifinal berth by downing
Kinnick’s Aleigh Lamis 8-2.
Humphreys senior and No. 4 seed
Melissa Pritchett won her quar-
terfinal match 9-7 over Kadena’s
Lisa Dombrowski, the No. 5 seed.

Johnson faces Seisen’s Debang-
hi Mohanta and Pritchett takes on
defending champion Sarah Oma-
chi of Seisen in Friday’s semis.
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Roundup

Islanders record
10th straight win

Associated Press

NEW YORK — The New York
Islanders don’t spend much time
discussing their winning streak.
Their focus is always on the next
game.

Cole Bardreau scored his first
NHL goal on a penalty shot in
the second period, and the Is-
landers beat the Ottawa Senators
4-1 Tuesday night for their 10th
straight win.

“Ten’s a big milestone,” New
York’s Casey Cizikas said, “but
every single night we have a game
plan and our coaches are showing
us every single day things we can
get better at, things that we can
work on, and areas where we can
improve in.”

Cizikas and Cal Clutterbuck
each had a goal and an assist, and
Josh Bailey also scored to help
the Islanders win their first game
in Brooklyn this season and ex-
tend their winning streak to the
second-longest in franchise his-
tory, trailing only a 15-game run
Jan. 21 to Feb. 20, 1982. Thomas
Greiss stopped 27 shots in his
fifth straight win.

“We’'re playing confident,”
Cizikas said. “We got four lines
that are contributing, we got six
D that are getting the puck up,
moving quick and being solid in
our own end, and we got two goal-
ies that are playing outstanding,
they’re making big saves when
we need them to.”

Changing up their home venue
for the first time didn’t slow the
Islanders down. They kept right
on rolling in their first game back
at Barclays Center since losing
Games 1 and 2 of the Eastern
Conference semifinals against
Carolina last spring. In the sec-
ond season of splitting home
games between Brooklyn and the
Nassau Coliseum, this was the
first of 13 games at Barclays.

lyers 4, Hurricanes 1: Sean
Couturier had a goal and an as-
sist, Travis Konecny scored the

tiebreaker early in the third pe-
riod and host Philadelphia topped
Carolina.

Canadiens 5, Bruins 4: Ca-
nadiens defenseman Victor Mete
scored twice to help host Montre-
al beat Boston.

Maple Leafs 3, Kings 1: Aus-
ton Matthews and William Nyl-
ander scored 30 seconds apart in
the third period to send host To-
ronto past Los Angeles.

Golden Knights 2, Blue Jack-
ets 1: Reilly Smith scored twice,
Marc-Andre Fleury made 29
saves and visiting Vegas halted
a two-game skid with a win over
Columbus.

Devils 2, Jets 1 (SO): Nikita
Gusev and Jesper Bogvist scored
in the shootout to lift visiting New
Jersey over Winnipeg.

Nico Hischier scored in the first
period for the Devils, who are
4-1-2 in their past seven games.
Mackenzie Blackwood stopped 32
shots.

Stars 4, Avalanche 1: Radek
Faksa scored two goals off re-
bounds and host Dallas won for
the seventh time in eight games,
beating Colorado.

rks 4, Blackhawks 2:
Patrick Marleau celebrated his
800th consecutive game by scor-
ing a goal, and host San Jose beat
Chicago to halt a five-game losing
streak.

Wild 4, Ducks 2: Mats Zuc-
carello scored the tying goal on
a breakaway and assisted on Eric
Staal’s go-ahead goal early in the
third period as visiting Minne-
sota snapped its five-game road
losing streak with a victory over
Anaheim.

Flames 4, Coyotes 3 (OT):
Matthew Tkachuk scored with 34
seconds on the clock in overtime
to give host Calgary a comeback
victory over Arizona.

Blues Canucks 1 (OT):
Jaden Schwartz scored on a 3-on-
0 break at 3:28 of overtime to lift
visiting St. Louis over Vancouver.

RICHARD
&5

trcketmas tel

,
Magy ALTAFFER/AP
center Cole , left, falls to lhe ice after bemg
hooked by Ottawa iecki during

the second period of Tuesday’s game

New York. Bardreau scored

his first NHL goal on the subsequent penalty shot.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic n
GP W Pts GF G
Boston 5 11 2
iffalo 5 9 2
Toronto 6 8 1
rida 4 7 1
Montreal 5 8 1
Tampaan 3 6 1
Ottay 4 4 8
Detrolt 6 4 4
etropolit ion
Washington 6 11 2! 4
NV Islanders 14 11 2. 14
arolina 5 9 1 0
Pmshurgh 5 8 1 1
Philadelphia 14 7 1
Columbus 5 5 1
New Jersey 3 4 1
N.Y.Rangers 12 5 1
Western Conference
GP L Pts GF G
St. Louis 6 3 2. 19
Nashville 5 9 4 2 0
Colorado 5 8 5 1 9
Winnipeg 6 8 7 17 44
Dallas 7 8 8 1] 1
Chicago 4 4 7 3 44
Minnesota 5 5 9 7 51
Pacific Divisio
Edmonton 10 4 6 4]
Vancouver 9 3 4
Arlzona 9 4 4
i; 9 5 1
Calgary 9 7 2 53
Ana eim 9 5 43
n Jose 5 10 0 H
Los Angeles 10 9
WO Dmnts for a win, one Domt
for over me loss. Top three teams in

Gach ivision and two wild cards per
conference advance to playoffs.
Tuesday’s games
N.Y. Islanders 4, Ottawa 1
philadelphia 3. Carolina 1
Vegas 2, Columi
Montreal 5, Boston 4
Toronto 3, Los Angeles 1
New Jerséy 2 Winnipeg 1,50
Dallas 4, Coio
Calgary 4, Arizona 3, O
St. Louls 2, Vancouver 1, OT
San Jose 4, Chicago
Minnesota 4, Anaheim
Wedresday's games
Detroit at N.y. Rang
St Louis at Edmont
rsday’s ames
N.Y. Rangers at caronna
Pittsburgh at N.V. Islanders
Montreal at Philadelphia
Washington at Florida
Vegas at Toronto
Los Angeles at Ottawa
Vancouver at Chicago
Nashville at Colorado
Columbus at Arizona
New Jersey at Calgary
Minnesota at San Jose

lay’ sf?ames
Tampa Bay vs. Buffalo at Stockholm
Boston at Detroit _
Vancouver at Winnipeg

New Jersey at Edmonton

Tuesday
Islanders 4, Senators 1

ottay
N, lstanders 1
First Period—1, ttawa, Pageau
(Namestnikov), 7:44 (sh) 2, N.Y. Islandr
ers, Clutterbuck I (Cizikas, Toews), 8:23.
Second Period—3, N.. Islanders,
Bardreaul 1! 34
hird Peri

4,N,
1 (Ma field, Clu terl
N.Y. Islanders, Bailey 6 (Pelech Dobson),

Islanders Clﬁlkas

Shots on Goal-onawa 8-10-10—28.
N.Y. Islanders 10-13-9—

DarryL Dyck, THe CANADIAN PRESS/AP

The St. Louis Blues’ Vince Dunn, left, the Canucks’ Adam Gaudette,
right, and referee lan Walsh collide during the second period of
Tuesday’s game in Vancouver, British Columbia.

Flyers 4, Hurricanes 1
o l 0 1

1
d—1, Philadelphis, Coutars
er4(N|skanen Gostisbenere) 350 (op).

iod—2, Carolina, Wallmark
2 (T.van Rlemsdyk Necas)

iod—3, Phlladelpma Konecn

7 (iskanen, Couturler) 1 Philadel-

phia, Farabee ux, Jvan Riemsdyk),

o sk)s, Ph\lade\vhla, “Giroux 4 (Myers,

Goal—Carolina 14-9-11—34.
28,

Flames 4, Coyotes 3 (OT)
1

Arizona -3

igary [ -4
period—1, Arizona, Keller 2 (Sar

Iand S chmas), 525,
cond Period—3, Arizona, Dvorak
6 (eoan, Gelioodd algary,
Gaudreau' 4 (Monahan, Tkachuk), 17:16

hird Period—4, Arlzona. Hinostroza 1
(Grabner, Stepan), 10: algary, Tka-
chuk 8 ( Lindholm, Glordano). 16:30 (pp).
6, Calgar: 2o 4 (Monahan, Ander-

on
Phlladelphla 10-5-13— N

0f3 Ph\lade\uhla 1of3.
s—Carolina, Mrazek 7-2-1 (28
4 saves). Philadelphia, Hart 4-3-1

ts-
Gy,
A—16,172 (19,543). T—2:25.

3
Montreal

ntreal

First. period—1,
(Armia, Petry),
15 (Krug, Bergeron).

treal, Tatar 5 (Chlarot Gallag er) 168
Mo treal Byron1, 17:16,
Clifton 1,

oston
7217, 6 Boston: Bjork 2 MoAvoy), 1613,
78 Montreal, Mete 3 (Petry, Lehkonen),
18:55.

Perda.
9,

ird

en), .

(Tatar, weber),

Goal—Boston 6-9-10—25.
31,

Boston,
Montreal,

Kuraly 1
Chiarot 2

s50N), 17:19.
Calgary, Tkachuk 9 (An-
dersson, Backlind), 42

GoAI Ariona 10-13-9-5-37.
Calgary 9-14-17-
Power-play opportunities—Arizona 0
of & Calgary 2 of 6.

oalies—Arizona, Raanta 2-1-2 (43
Shotads “sawe) Calgary, Rithch 843
(37:34).
A=17,824 (19,289). T=2:39.

Blues 2, Canucks 1 (0T)

St. Louis 01012
Vancouver
second Fsr' d—1, St. Lou\s‘ Bozak 1

Third Period—2, Vancouver, Hughes 2

<Lewo.Mnler),1 25.
St. Louis,
(Schenn Pietrangeio),

hots on Goal=-st. Louis 6-10-8-3—27.
VantoueriS T 1 56,

wer-piay npponu
of 2 Vancouver 0 of 4

Schwartz 2

ities—St. Louis 0

Mcntreal 13 12-6— |
of 2; Mnnlrea\ 00f 2.

Ottawa 0
cf4 NV Islandersﬂ of 2.
Anderson 2-6-0 (32
ts- 5% saves) NV, Ielanders, Greiss 6
T0G8 27,
A-11,212 (15,795). T—2:34.

Golden Knights 2,
Blue Jackets 1

Eotimbus
First Period—1, Vegas, Smith 8 (KarTe-
son, Marches It), 1
Feriod—
(kikan, Fullgno) 5:
(Karisson, Holden), 7
. on Goal—vegas 9:9-7-25. Co-

columbus, Jenner 4
as, Smith 9

lumbus

k 7-1-1 (31 shots-
26 saves). Montreal, Prlce 7- 4 1(25-21).
A—21,302 (21,288). T

Devils 2, Jets 1 ISO)

New Jersey 100 0-2
Winnipeg 0ol 0 0-1
lew Jersey won shootout
First Periods. 1, New Jersey, Hcehier 2

(Hall Vatane

eriod—2, Winnipeg, Copp 2
(Bcurque Morri 8.

riss
Shootout—New Jersey 2 (Gusev G, Bo-
quist &, Winnipeg 0 (Gonnor NG, Laine

Shots on Goal—New Jersey 12-9-10-
1-32 Winnipeg §-12.9-4

Power-play opportunitie
se Winnipeg 0 cf 1.

gas 0 of
3; Columbusu of 4.
oalies—Vegas, Fleury 93-1 (30
ShotaDs Saves): ColumBus, Korpisalo 5.
6-1(25-23).
A=15,435 (18,500). T—2:29.

Maple Leafs 3, Kings 1
o

Los Angeles 1 0-1

01 2-3

Second Period—1, Los Angeles, lafallo
3 Gerown, Kopltar),SAO pp). 2, Toronto,
Kerfo oot

enod—3, Toronto, Matthews 12

(John: sscn Nylander), 12:36. 4 Joronto,
Nylander 4 (Matthews, Holl), 1

hots.on Goal-Ls Angeles 7-9-9—25.
Toronto 7-7-9—23.

3@33 shots 2 saves) Y Winnipeg, Heller
buyck 6-5-1 (32;
A—15,325 (15, 321) T—2:41.

Stars 4, Avalanche 1
Colorado l 0 0-1
alas 1 1-4
Period—1, Dallas, chkmso 1,
0:: 19 2 Dallas, Faksa 3 (Segum Radulov).
46. 3 Colorado, Compher 2

82
(34 Shots33 saves).’ vancouver Mark-
strom 5-2-3 (27-25).
A-18,789 (18,910). T—2:23.

Sharks 4, Blackhawks 2
0 0 2

Sal’l Jos: —4
Second Period—1, San lose, Marleau
3 (Thornton, Meier), San Jose,

E.Kane 9 (Dillon, Ferrarcy i
Third Period—3, San' Jose, Hertl 5

:39. 4, Chicago, Saad
. 5, Chicago, Keith
6. 6, San Jose,

34,
cago 3-5-13—21.

San Jose 1412-6-32.
Power-play opportunities—Chicago 0
of 3 San Jose 0 0
oalies—Chicago, Lehner 3-3-2 (31
shot 28 saves). San Jose, Jones 3-7-1
(21-19).
A—16,087 (17,562). T=2:21.

Wild 4, Ducks 2

Minnesota n 1 3—4
Anahelm

iod—1, Anahelm. Rakell
4 (steel snfverberg), Anaheim,

tarsson § (Ritchie, Hehrlque), Ls2
Fiala Suter),

5:
Makar), 19:24.
-4, Dallas, Faksa 4
(Klmgberg, Lmdell), 10:54 (pp).
iod—5, Dallas, Perry 2 (Han-

ey, Fedun) s 49.
hots o Goal—Colorado 5-11-21-37.
allas 13-13-12—

o

0s Ange-

3; Toronto 0 of 4.
ies—Los Angeles, Quick 2-7-0 (23
?20‘254)20 Saves). Toronto, Andersen 8-3-2
A—19,195 (18,819). T—2:25.

Ies 1

y olorado
ras 1of 7.

oalies—Colorado, Grubauer 6-3-2 (38
shots 34 saves) Da\las. Bishop 5-5-1 (37-

A—18,108 (18,532). T—2:34.

0 of

:34.
h'rd Pe —4, Minnesota, Zucca-

rello 3 (Eri ), 1:28. S,anesota,
Staal 5 (Zuccare\lo. Zucker), 4:
nesota, Parlse (Koivu, Kunin), 17:48.

Shots on Goal—Minnesota 7-11-8—26.
Anahelm 035031,

Power-nlayonpofnumtles Minnesota

oalies—Minnesota, Stalock 3-3-0 (31
Shotgs Saves), Anancim, aibson 60
(25-22).

A=15,526 (17,174). T—2:24.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Ohio State tops first playoff rankings

By Ravren D. Russo
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Two from the
Big Ten. Two from the South-
eastern Conference. And the
undefeated defending national
champions on the outside looking
in — for now.

Ohio State, LSU, Alabama and
Penn State were the top four
teams Tuesday night in the Col-
lege Football Playoff selection
committee’s first rankings of the
season.

Next up was Clemson, winner
of two of the last three playoffs,
followed by Georgia and Oregon.
The 13-member committee will
produce four more weekly top
25s before the only ones that re-
ally count come out on selection
Sunday, Dec. 8.

The semifinals will be held this
season at the Fiesta Bowl in Glen-
dale, Ariz., and the Peach Bowl in
Atlanta on Dec. 28. The national
championship game is Jan. 13 in
New Orleans.

The top four in the selection
committee’s initial rankings have
never all reached the semifinals
in the playoff’s five-year his-
tory. Eleven of the 20 teams that
started in the top four of the CFP
rankings have reached the play-
off, but, oddly, never the team
ranked third.

Utah was eighth and Oklahoma,
the highest-ranked team from the
Big 12, was ninth. Florida gave
the SEC four of the top 10 teams.

Another SEC team, Auburn,
was 11th, followed by Baylor, one
of the country’s surprising un-
beaten teams.

The highest-ranked team
among Group of Five conference
schools was Cincinnati out of the
American Athletic Conference at
No. 20. The top team from outside
the Power Five conferences gets
aNew Year’s Six bowl bid.

It was hard to call anything a
surprise — or all that important
— in the first rankings, but Clem-

CFP rankings

Nov.5
R

. Ohio Stat
. LSU..

. Alab:
. Penn State..

NBWNEOLENAOY
oc

NN o e e

. Navy
25. SMU 8-1

The playoff semifinals match
the No. 1 seed vs. the No. 4 seed,
and No. 2 will face No. 3. The
semifinals will be hosted at the
Peach Bowl and Fiesta Bowl on
Dec. 28. The championship game
will be played on Jan. 13, 2020 at
New Orleans.

son being out of the top four was
notable.

“When you look at Penn State’s
résumé, with wins over (No. 15)
Michigan and (No. 18) Iowa, those
are marquee wins,” said commit-
tee chairman Rob Mullens, who
is also Oregon’s athletic director.
“Now, Clemson’s coming on and
playing its best football, but after
Week 10, the committee thought
(the Nittany Lions) were a notch
above (Clemson).”

The good news for the Tigers is
the teams in front of them have to
play one another. LSU is at Ala-
bama on Saturday. The teams are
No. 1 and No. 2, respectively, in
the AP Top 25 but are second and
third in the CFP rankings.

Ohio State and Penn State face
off on Nov. 23. The Nittany Lions
also face a challenge this week
when they visit unbeaten Min-
nesota, which was ranked 17th by
the committee.

MicxaeL Conrov/AP

Coach PJ. Fleck signed a contract extension Monday that will keep
him at Minnesota through the 2026 season, with an annual raise of
more than 25% from his current salary.

As long as Clemson keeps win-
ning, the Tigers should be OK.

What could really turn the race
inside out are upsets. With four
weeks left before championship
weekend when the playoff and
bowl game berths are set, un-
ranked teams have opportunities
to provide potential twists and
turns:

Week 11

lowa State at No. 9 Oklahoma:
The Cyclones came into the sea-
son ranked and were considered
maybe the third-best team in the
Big 12. They have lost three times,
but by a combined 10 points. If
the Sooners were to take a second
loss, suddenly Baylor becomes
not just the best playoff hope for
the Big 12, but maybe the only
one.

Week 12

UCLA at No. 8 Utah: The Bru-
ins have won three straight games
after a terrible start and are still
in control of their Pac-12 South
championship hopes. The Utes
have been dominant, but coach
Chip Kelly could turn this into his
first signature win at UCLA and
ruin the Pac-12’s hope of a Utah-
Oregon title game matching 11-1
teams.

Penn State at Indiana: The
Hoosiers are on their way to their
best season in 15 years and they
will face the Nittany Lions after
Minnesota and before Ohio State.

Week 13

Texas A&M at Georgia: The
Aggies have already faced Ala-
bama and Clemson. The Bulldogs

sl
Nati Harnik/AP

Ryan Day has the Ohio State Buckeyes (8-0) atop the playoff rankings in his first season as head coach.

might be more at their level. An-
other loss would all but eliminate
the Bulldogs and could compli-
cate the SEC’s hopes of landing
two teams in the final four.

Week 14

Texas A&M at LSU: If LSU
is No. 1, this would be the third
top-ranked team the Aggies have
faced this season. Another chance
to derail the SEC’s master plan.

Clemson at South Carolina:
Clemson has won five straight
in the rivalry and most have not
been close. It’s hard to find even
a hint of upset potential on the Ti-
gers’ schedule, but a rivalry game
on the road? Maybe. And one loss
could be one too many for Clem-
son, considering what the com-
mittee seems to think of the state
of the rest of the ACC.

Minnesota extends Fleck

By Dave CAMPBELL
Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Minnesota
made a major commitment to-
ward keeping coach P.J. Fleck in
place for the long term.

He sure hasn’t hidden how
happy he is here.

Undefeated and 13th-ranked
Minnesota agreed with Fleck on
a contract extension through the
2026 season, including an annual
raise of more than 25% from his
current salary and an eight-fig-
ure buyout for the first year to
cover the university if he were to
leave.

Fleck signed his new deal on
Tuesday afternoon, delaying his
regular weekly news conference
by a half-hour. The contract,
which is pending final approval
by the Board of Regents, will pay
Fleck $4.6 million in 2020 with a
$50,000 raise scheduled for each

&=

Penn State (8-0)
at Minnesota (3-0)
AFN-Sports
6 p.m. Saturday CET
2 a.m. Sunday JKT

season thereafter.

“This is a very fun team. It’s
a very fun culture, very differ-
ent, but I love these young men. I
love them as my own sons,” Fleck
said. “A lot of times it’s easy for
coaches to pick up and leave, go
different places. These are very,
very special people. I believe in
what we can do here.”

The Gophers (8-0, 5-0 Big Ten)
host sixth-ranked Penn State on
Saturday, the first time they’ve
been a part of a game with two
top-15 teams in The Associ-
ated Press poll since 2004, when
Michigan visited Minnesota.

The success Minnesota has
had this season made a natural
addition to the speculative lists of
potential candidates for higher-
profile programs filling vacancies
at the end of the year. Fleck, after
all, made the jump from Western
Michigan just three seasons ago.

“I didn’t want to be a transi-
tional program,” Minnesota ath-
letic director Mark Coyle said.

Fleck and his wife, Heather,
who have four children, have
done their best to put any concern
to rest about him simply using the
Gophers as a stepping stone to a
place like, for example, Florida
State where coach Willie Taggart
was fired this week.
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Oakland Raiders tight end Darren Waller, front, has 48 catches this season for 548 yards and three
touchdowns, a year after toiling on the Baltimore Ravens’ practice squad.

At the halfway point

Emerging stars pleasant surprise to teams

By Josu Dusow
Associated Press

ALAMEDA, Calif.
arren Waller was toiling away on the
practice squad in Baltimore last Novem-
ber when the Oakland Raiders were in-
trigued enough by the athleticism they

saw during pregame warmups to sign him away
from the Ravens.

Now a player who was bagging groceries two
years ago while serving a second suspension for vio-
lating the NFL’s substance abuse policy is becoming
alegitimate star for the Raiders.

“They told me that I was going to get the opportu-
nity,” Waller said. “As soon as you hear that, after all
of the things that I've been through, I was like, I get
one opportunity, that’s all I need.”

Waller has 48 catches for 548 yards and three
touchdowns through eight games this season, rank-
ing third among all tight ends in yards and catches
after coming into the season with 18 receptions in
22 career games.

“Can’t be more excited for a guy. He’s really the
reason why you coach,” Raiders offensive coordi-
nator Greg Olson said. “I think every coach on our
staff would say the same. It’s just been a pleasure in
the meetings, his work ethic, his preparation, cer-
tainly his athletic ability and how he’s grown as a
tight end coming out of college as a wide receiver,
that’s not an easy transition. Every facet and every
aspect of his game is a great example of what a pro
is and what a pro should be.”

Waller is just one of several players who have
emerged as stars during the first half of the 2019
season:

Tampa Bay WR Chris Godwin: The third-round
pickin 2017 played in the shadow of star Mike Evans
his first two seasons with the Buccaneers when he
totaled 93 catches for 1,367 yards. But Godwin has
emerged as a star of his own this year. He has 54
catches for 766 yards and six touchdowns, nearly
surpassing his season total in 2018.

Jacksonville WR DJ Chark: Receiver was one of
the biggest question marks for the Jaguars heading
into the season but Chark has developed into a dan-
gerous threat on the outside. After catching only 14
passes in 11 games as a rookie in 2018, Chark didn’t

take long to establish himself as a potential star
early this season with TD catches in his first three

games. He hasn’t slowed down much from there,
with a 164-yard, two-TD performance in Week 5
against Carolina. He has 43 catches for 692 yards
and six TDs through nine games this season.

San Francisco DL Arik Armstead: The 2015 first-
round pick by the 49ers failed to make a big impact
in his first four seasons as a player who was solid
against the run but offered little as a pass rusher.
San Francisco still picked up his fifth-year option
and that move is paying off in a big way as Armstead
is a key part of perhaps the league’s most dominant
defensive line. Playing outside in base defense and
as an inside pass rusher in the nickel package, Arm-
stead has stepped up his game under new position
coach Kris Kocurek, who has preached a more ag-
gressive style. Armstead has 5% sacks, nearly dou-
bling his career high of three set last season.

New England LB Kyle Van Noy and LB Jamie Col-
lins: Van Noy was a second-round pick by Detroit
in 2014 and was basically handed to New England
in a trade during the 2016 season in an exchange
of sixth- and seventh-round picks. Van Noy found a
home with the Patriots with his versatility but has
become an impact player this year with 4Y2 sacks,
three forced fumbles and two fumble recoveries.

Collins, a second-round pick by New England in
2013, is making the most of his second chance with
the Patriots. Sent to Cleveland during the 2016 sea-
son, Collins got a big contract from the Browns the
next offseason that he failed to live up to. He was then
cut by Cleveland in March and took until May to get
anew contract with the Patriots. He is a major part
of one of the league’s stingiest defenses with career
highs in sacks (six) and interceptions (three), along
with two forced fumbles and one fumble recovery.

Packers RB Aaron Jones: A fifth-round pick in
2017, Jones had success in a limited role during his
first two seasons but is enjoying a breakout cam-
paign in 2019. He ranks eighth in the NFL in yards
from scrimmage with 850 and trails only Christian
McCaffrey with 11 TDs. Jones has had success as
a runner, a receiver out of the backfield and when
lining up out wide, adding another dimension to
Green Bay’s offense that was needed when star re-
ceiver Davante Adams was sidelined with a turf toe
injury.
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Top 25 roundup

Louisville,
Nwora live up
to the hype

Associated Press

CORAL GABLES, Fla. — Jordan Nwora went 4-
for-6 from beyond the arc, and from above the bas-
ket he didn’t miss.

Nwora threw in a dunk — literally — to go with
his outside shooting, and totaled 23 points and 12 re-
bounds Tuesday to help the fifth-ranked Cardinals
win their season opener at Miami, 87-74.

The Cardinals are touted as a potential Final Four
team, and they lived up to the hype with a rout on
the road against an Atlantic Coast Conference op-
ponent. Louisville led 72-40 before Miami rallied
during garbage time.

Nwora, the preseason ACC player of the year,
brought the Louisville bench to its feet when he
leaped to make a one-handed catch and dunk in one
motion on Ryan McMahon’s alley-oop pass.

“I actually did not think he was going to be able to
catch it,” McMahon said. “I thought it was too bad
of a pass. Somehow he snatched it out of the air and
just threw it in the rim. He’s a freak athlete. It was
areal cool play.”

The 6-foot-7 Nwora shot 8-for-16 and scored most
of his points from the perimeter.

“Every time we left him open, even for a split
second, he buried a three,” Miami coach Jim Lar-
ranaga said.

McMabhon, a Florida native, sank three consecu-
tive three-pointers as Louisville scored 17 consecu-
tive points during a four-minute span in the first
half and never looked back.

McMahon scored 16 points and shot 4-for-7 from
beyond the arc.

No. 6 Florida 74, North Florida 59: Kerry Black-
shear Jr. had 20 points and 10 rebounds in his debut,
and the host Gators beat the Ospreys.

Blackshear, who came to Gainesville after four
years at Virginia Tech, added three assists and two
steals.

No. 7 Maryland 95, Holy Cross 71: Jalen Smith
had 16 points and 11 rebounds, Darryl Morsell
scored 15 and the host Terps launched a season of
high hopes by defeating the Crusaders.

Taking full advantage of its height and depth,
Maryland placed four players in double figures, fin-
ished with a 47-33 rebounding advantage and scored
64 points in the paint.

No. 8 Gonzaga 95, Alabama State 64: Corey
Kispert scored a career-high 28 points as the host
Bulldogs used a second-half surge to beat the
Hornets.

The Bulldogs have won 16 consecutive season
openers dating to 2003.

Filip Petrusev added 15 for depleted Gonzaga,
‘which is down to nine scholarship players.

No. 10 Villanova 97, Army 54: Jeremiah Robin-
son-Earl scored 24 points and grabbed 13 rebounds
and Saddiq Bey had 22 points to help the host Wild-
cats cruise past the Black Knights.

Robinson-Earl, the preseason Big East Freshman
of the Year, was sensational in his debut and scored
15 points by the break.

Tommy Funk and Tucker Blackwell led Army
with 15 points.

No. 12 Seton Hall 105, Wagner 71: Myles Pow-
ell scored 27 points to lead the host Pirates to the
win without coach Kevin Willard.

Seton Hall announced a week ago that the NCAA
is investigating the program and Willard would be
sitting out two games.

No. 13 Texas Tech 85, Eastern lllinois 60: New-
comer Jahmi'us Ramsey led the host Red Raiders
with 19 points as they opened the season by beating
the Panthers, seven months after playing in the na-
tional championship game.

Davide Moretti, the only returning starter from
last season’s team that lost in overtime to Virginia
in the title game, had 11 points.

No. 14 Memphis 97, South Carolina State 64:

LYNNE SLADKY/AP

Louisville forward Jordan Nwora shoots over Miami
guard Kameron McGusty during the first half on
Tuesday in Coral Gables, Fla.

James Wiseman, the nation’s top-rated recruit, had
28 points and 11 rebounds for the host Tigers.

Fellow freshman Precious Achiuwa added 14
points and eight rebounds.

No. 15 Oregon 71, Fresno State 57: Payton
Pritchard scored 24 points, Chris Duarte added
16 in his first game and the host Ducks beat the
Bulldogs.

Duarte looked sharp in his first game as a junior
college transfer, and Francis Okoro added 12 points
and 10 rebounds for his first career double-double.

No. 16 Baylor 105, Central Arkansas 61: Jared
Butler scored 30 points with a career-high eight
three-pointers to lead four Bears in double figures,
as they opened coach Scott Drew’s 17th season with
awin.

Host Baylor scored the first 19 points in the game
that began at 11 a.m. and was played before a crowd
of mostly with elementary school students.

No. 17 Utah State 81, Montana State 73: Sam
Merrill scored 28 points and the host Aggies got
past the Bobcats.

Utah State overcame 37.7% shooting from the field
to hold off Montana State by getting to the line.

No. 19 Xavier 76, Jacksonville 57: Tyrique
Jones had 17 points and 11 rebounds, Naji Marshall
also scored 17 and the host Musketeers beat the
Dolphins.

Paul Scruggs scored all 12 of his points in the first
half, including a pair of three-pointers, to help Xavi-
er build a 21-point lead at the break

No. 20 Saint Mary’s 65, Wisconsin 63 (OT):
At Sioux Falls, S.D., Jordan Ford scored 26 points,
Malik Fitts added 16 and the Gaels hung on to beat
the Badgers in overtime.

Freshman Kyle Bowen hit one of two free throws
with 4.4 seconds remaining for Saint Mary’s, and
Wisconsin had a chance to win it, but Aleem Ford’s
deep three-pointer at the buzzer was short.

Nate Reuvers tied a career high with 22 points
and Brad Davison scored 16 for Wisconsin.

No. 24 Auburn 83, Georgia Southern 74: Samir
Doughty scored 20 points to lead the host Tigers
past the Eagles.

Auburn, coming off its first Final Four trip last
season, could never quite pull away. But Doughty
made five of six free throws in the final 1:09 to avoid
alate scare.

No. 25 VCU 72, St. Francis 58: Marcus San-
tos-Silva had 21 points and 18 rebounds and the host
Rams used a big early run to take command against
the Red Flash.

De’Riante Jenkins added 16 points and Marcus
Evans scored 12 for VCU.

Jones’ poise helps
Duke edge Kansas

By Douc FEINBERG
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Duke coach
Mike Krzyzewski was pleased
with his young team’s poise in the
season opener, especially that of
sophomore Tre Jones.

Jones scored 15 points and Cas-
sius Stanley added 11 of his 13
points in the second half to help
No. 4 Duke beat third-ranked
Kansas 68-66 in the opener of the
Champions Classic on Tuesday
night at Madison Square Garden.

“The difference maker was
Tre. Lot of young guys, lot of new
guys,” Krzyzewski said. “We re-
ally tried to play good defense in
our first 30 practices. We played
really good defense (tonight). It
starts with that kid. Really happy
w1th my team. Terrific win for

Whlle Duke doesn’t have the
star-studded freshman class of
last season of Zion Williamson,
Cam Reddish and RJ Barrett,
Krzyzewski may have a more
balanced team, capable of mak-
ing plays down the stretch when
needed.

“One of the main things I have
to learn how to do is sub,” the Hall
of Fame coach joked. “Last couple
years might bring in one guy. All
of a sudden there are three guys.
Not sure I did a good job, but it
worked.”

Trailing 61-59 with 2:29 left,
Stanley drove to the basket and
made the layup and was fouled.
The freshman guard converted
the free throw to give the Blue
Devils a one-point lead.

Devon Dotson missed a layup
on the other end and Jones then
hit a jumper that bounced off the
rim twice before dropping in with
1:33 left.

Marcus Garrett got the Jay-
hawks back within one. After a
miss by the Blue Devils, Kansas
turned the ball over with 37 sec-

onds left. It was the Jayhawks’
28th turnover of the game. Jones
then converted two free throws
with 26.2 seconds left.

Kansas had chances, but
couldn’t convert until Dotson
banked in a meaningless three-
pointer at the buzzer. He finished
with 17 points.

“We're disappointed in the out-
come. That was a game that either
team could have won multiple
times. We had ourselves in good
position in the second half and the
game got away from us,” Kansas
coach Bill Self said. “It’s a learn-
ing experience. Not sure a game
win or lose on Nov. 5 will count
much in March. There’s a lot of
things we can learn.”

Self wasn’t happy with the turn-
overs, but knows that it was the
first game of the season.

“Duke’s defense is better than
the exhibition game. I think we
played uncharacteristic,” Self
said. “I think we made easy plays
difficult many times. A lot of that
was the nerves, the environment.
Guys wanted to do well so bad.”

Tuesday’s game marked the
return of Kansas senior Udoka
Azubuike, who played only nine
games last year after tearing liga-
ments in his right hand. He had
eight points. It also was the first
game for Silvio De Sousa since
the 2017-18 season. He was sus-
pended for two seasons because
of NCAA violations and sat out
last year as Kansas was impli-
cated in the FBI probe of college
basketball. Kansas won an appeal
that allowed De Sousa to play this
year. He got a nice ovation from
the fans when he checked in near-
ly 3:30 into the game. He finished
with three points.

Duke led 33-30 at the half as
neither team really got into much
of an offensive rhythm in the
opening 20 minutes. There was
a lot of sloppy play, with Kansas
committing 18 turnovers.

Presence: Champions Classic had top four
teams but none of them were in top form

FROM BACK PAGE

under their belts before stepping
onto the big stage.

“There were four good teams
today,” Michigan State coach Tom
Izzo said. “None of them were
ready for February or March. Itis
a very difficult thing to play that
kind of competition this early.”

The passionate fan bases sold
out the Garden. Kentucky sup-
porters and Michigan State trad-
ed “Go Big Blue!” and “Go Green!
Go White!” chants when things
got close. It was a marquee event
but a choppy game. Neither team
shot 40% from the field. They
combined to take S0 free throws.

The Spartans couldn’t find the
range from three, going S-for-26
and certainly looked like they
could have used the scoring of se-
nior guard Joshua Langford, who

is expected to be out until Janu-
ary with a right foot injury.

Michigan State had whittled a
10-point halftime deficit down to
four when Kentucky went on a 9-
0 run behind threes from Kahlil
Whiney and Nate Sestina, push-
ing the lead to 54-41 with 9:57 left
in the second half.

Kentucky’s veteran backcourt
of Ashton Hagans (11 points) and
Immanuel Quickley (10 points),
both sophomores, were outshined
by Maxey.

“He put on a show,” Izzo said.
“He’s got great intangibles. He’s
happy-go-lucky but plays hard.”

The 6-foot-3 guard attacked the
basket and made big threes.

“It was an amazing birthday
celebration,” Maxey said. “I'm
very happy, happy for me and
my guys. It was a lot of fun out
there.”
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presence

Maxey celebrates his 19th

by leading No. 2 Wildcats
past top-ranked Spar

Apam HuNGer/AP

Kentucky guard Tyrese Maxey scored 26 points as the second-ranked Wildcats made a case to take over the top spot in the rankings with a 69-62 victory over preseason No. 1
Michigan State on Tuesday night in New York. “I wanted him to come in firing,” Kentucky coach John Calipari said of his latest freshman star.

By Ravreu D. Russo
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Kentucky’s latest fresh-
man star is a guard from Texas who likes
to smile wide and take big shots.

Tyrese Maxey scored 26 points, includ-
ing a clutch three that beat the shot clock
with a minute left, and the second-ranked
Wildcats opened the season with a 69-62
victory over No. 1 Michigan State on Tues-
day night in the Champions Classic.

A day after his 19th birthday, Maxey
came off the bench at Madison Square
Garden and had one of the best debuts for
a freshman in coach John Calipari’s 11
years at Kentucky, which has been filled
with one-and-done guards like John Wall
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and Devin Booker.

“I wanted him to come in firing,” Cali-
pari said.

The Nos. 1 and 2 teams opened their sea-
sons against each other for the first time
since 1975, and the Wildcats made their
case to be top-ranked next week.

Michigan State entered the season as
the No. 1 team in the country for the first
time, but aside from All-American Cassius
Winston, the Spartans struggled to score.
Winston had 21 points.

This Kentucky team is built around re-
turning contributors instead of freshmen,
but Maxey asserted himself in his first
game. After Winston cut the lead to three
on a three-point play with 1:27 left, Maxey
hit a three-pointer from way behind the

line to make it 65-60 with 59 seconds left.

“Honestly, I just trust my training,”
Maxey said. “I shot that shot a thousand
times.”

The Champions Classic brought the top-
four teams in the nation to the same build-
ing for the first time in college basketball.
No. 4 Duke beat No. 3 Kansas 68-66 in the
opener of the doubleheader. The nightcap
marked the fourth No. 1 vs. No. 2 matchup
in college basketball in the past 10 years,
and the third involving Michigan State in
the Champions Classic.

Neither game was particularly well-
played, and each coach said they would
have liked to have had a couple of games

SEE PRESENCE ON PAGE 31
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