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MaHsiMA ALKAMOONEH/U.S. Army

U.S. soldiers assigned to Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment, Georgia Army National Guard, load a CH-47 Chinook
helicopter during a mission in support of Combined Joint Task Force - Operation Inherent Resolve near Al-Tanf Garrison Syria, in October.

Isolationism vs fighting ISIS

US military mission in an uncertain Syria will pose an early dilemma for Trump

By Missy RyaN,

DAN LAMOTHE,
MIiCHAEL BIRNBAUM
AND MUSTAFA SALIM

The Washington Post
he Assad regime’s
abrupt collapse has
thrust America’s long-
standing military mis-
sion in Syria into uncertainty, as
the Pentagon’s chief battlefield
partner fights for survival and a
U.S. leader skeptical of foreign
military commitments prepares

to retake power.

President-elect Donald Trump
will encounter a transformed
Middle East when he begins his
second term next month and in-
creasingly urgent questions about
the future for roughly 2,000 U.S.
troops positioned in eastern Syria
where, for more than a decade,
Washington has used an array of
outposts to combat the Islamic
State and monitor the activities of
adversary Iran.

The new realities in Syria un-

derscore the dramatic changes
wrought across the region in the
wake of Hamas militants’ Oct. 7,
2023, attack on Israel, which un-
leashed punishing wars in the Ga-
za Strip and Lebanon, set off un-
precedented attacks between Iran
and Israel, and left Tehran’s most
powerful proxies severely wea-
kened.

Trump, who repeatedly threat-
ened to pull U.S. forces from Syria
during his first term and has
sought in recent days to distance

the United States from the up-
heaval now gripping the country,
has not revealed his plans for the
U.S. military mission there. But he
and his advisers have signaled
that a top priority will be contain-
ing ISIS, which no longer boasts
the vast pseudo-state it once con-
trolled but has regrouped in Sy-
ria’s southern desert, where U.S.
forces have pounded the militants
with intense airstrikes in recent

SEE DILEMMA ON PAGE 5

N. Korea tests
a hypersonic
Intermediate
range missile

By Kim Tong-Hyung
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — North
Korea said Tuesday its latest
weapons test was a new hyperson-
ic intermediate-range missile de-
signed to strike remote targets in
the Pacific as leader Kim Jong Un
vowed to further expand his col-
lection of nuclear-capable weap-
ons to counter rival nations.

The North Korean state media
report came a day after South Ko-
rea’s military said it detected
North Korea launching a missile
that flew 685 miles before landing
in waters between the Korean
Peninsula and Japan. The launch,
conducted weeks before Donald
Trump returns as U.S. president,
came off a torrid year in weapons
testing.

North Korea demonstrated
multiple weapons systems last
year that can target its neighbors
and the United States, including
solid-fuel intercontinental ballis-
tic missiles, and there are con-
cerns that its military capabilities
could advance further through
technology transfers from Russia,

SEE MISSILE ON PAGE 4

Korean Central News Agency/ AP

A test fire of a purported new
intermediate-range hypersonic
ballistic missile at an undisclosed
place in North Korea on Monday.
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Chinese tech firms protest US listings as army-linked

Associated Press

HONG KONG — The U.S. De-
fense Department has added doz-
ens of Chinese companies, includ-
ing games and technology compa-
ny Tencent, artificial intelligence
firm SenseTime and the world’s
biggest battery maker CATL, to a
list of companies it says have ties
to China’s military, prompting
some to protest and say they will
seek to have the decision reversed.

Inrecent years, Washington has
sought to restrict sharing of ad-
vanced technology, including

semiconductors and Al, deeming
it to be a threat to national secur-
ity.

The U.S. Defense Department
updates its list of “Chinese Mili-
tary Companies,” or CMC list, an-
nually. With the latest revision, it
includes 134 companies. The Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act
of 2024 bans the Defense Depart-
ment from dealing with the desig-
nated companies beginning in
June 2026.

Tencent’s Hong Kong-traded
shares fell 7.3% on Tuesday and

the company said it would “initiate
a reconsideration process to cor-
rect this mistake.” Tencent is the
world’s largest video gaming com-
pany and operates Chinese mes-
saging platform WeChat.

Battery maker CATL said in a
statement posted on its website
that the company “has never en-
gaged in any military-related
business or activities.”

Al company SenseTime said in
a statement that the decision to in-
clude it on the list had “no factual
basis.”

Military rates

Euro costs (Jan. 8) 0.94
British pound (Jan. 8) $1.22
Japanese yen (Jan. 8) 154.00
South Korean won (Jan. 8) 1418.00
Ci cial rates
Bahrain(Dinar) .3768
Britain (Pound) 1.2511
Canada (Dollar) 1.4337
China(Yuan) 7.3255
Denmark (Krone) 7.1883
Egypt (Pound) 50.6509
Euro 9635
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.7773
Hungary (Forint) 400.40
Israel (Shekel) 3.6230
Japan (Yen) 157.79
Kuwait(Dinar) .3082
Norway (Krone) 11.3225
Philippines (Peso) 58.08
Poland (Zloty) 4.10
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7542
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3626
South Korea (Won) 1453.49

Switzerland (Franc) 9087
Thailand (Baht) 34.40
Turkey (NewLira) 35.3238

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates areinterbankrates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 7.50
Interest Rates Discount rate 4.50
Federal funds market rate 4.33
3-month bill 4.27
30-year bond 4.84
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Nearly 8K Guard troops .
to support inauguration fa:

By CAITLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Nearly 8,000
National Guard troops have been
requested by the U.S. Secret Ser-
vice to provide support for the
presidential inauguration Jan. 20,
the Pentagon said.

The request for 7,800 troops,
said Sabrina Singh, deputy spokes-
woman for the Defense Depart-
ment, is expected to be approved
by the Pentagon in the coming
days. The Secret Serviceisthelead
agency for the inauguration.

Once approved, the troops will
join S00 National Guards troops al-
ready approved to support securi-
ty operations during the counting
and certification of electoral votes
on Monday.

Layersoftall black fencing flank
the U.S. Capitol complex in a stark
reminder of what happened four
years ago, when thousands of sup-

porters of President-elect Donald
Trump rioted, battled police and
stormed the building. As Trump
prepares to return to office, no vio-
lence, protests or procedural ob-
jections in Congress are expected
this time.

The 2025 presidential inaugura-
tion was designated a “national
special security event” by the sec-
retary of the Department of Home-
land Security. When an event is
designated as a special security
event, the federal government, as
well asstate and local partners,can
funnel significant resources to en-
sure a robust security plan is in
place, said Nate Herring, a spokes-
person for the Secret Service. He
declined to provide specifics, cit-
ing operational security reasons.

Guard members have histori-
cally provided support for presi-
dential inaugurations, going back
to the one for President George

Washington. But the last transition
of presidential power in 2021 de-
parted from U.S. tradition and was
marred with conflict.

In November, Guard officials
said more than two dozen states
had indicated they would be will-
ing to send National Guard troops
to Washington if requested in the
weeks following the presidential
election and in the run-up to the in-
auguration, The Associated Press
reported.

In the days following the Jan. 6,
2021, riot, more than 25,000 Na-
tional Guard troops were on the
ground in Washington, hailing
from all S0 states and three territo-
ries. The troops, along with local
and federal law enforcement,
locked down the city for the inaug-
uration, securing the Capitol, mon-
uments, Metro entrances and the
perimeter of the central part of the

city.

P

TAackorAa HaND/U.S. Army National Guard

Soldiers with the Indiana National Guard provide security during the
2021 inauguration in Washington, D.C.

Outside D.C., 6,565 members of
the National Guard protected state
capitals throughout the country,
the Guard said.

There were no protests or vio-
lence during the 2021 inaugura-
tion.

In an opinion piece published
Sunday in The Washington Post,
President Joe Biden decried the
2021 attempttooverrunthe Capitol
to block certification of the 2020

election — seeking to contrast that
day’s chaos with what Biden prom-
iseswillbeanorderly transitionre-
turning Trump to power for a sec-
ond term.

“Weshould be proud thatourde-
mocracy withstood this assault,”
Biden wrote. “And we should be
glad we will not see such a shame-
ful attack again this year.”

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

China sets record for vessels spotted near Japanese islets

By BriaN McELHINEY
AND KEeisu1 Kosa
Stars and Stripes

Chinese coast guard ships sailed
near the Senkaku chain a record
355 times last year, as Beijing
made good on its promise to in-
crease its presence around the is-
lands.

Chinatoppedtherecorditsetthe
year before, when its vessels were
spotted 352 timesin the contiguous
zone around the Senkakus, a terri-
tory administered by Japan, a
spokesman with Japan’s coast
guard said by phone Tuesday.

The contiguous zone is a 24-
mile-wide band beyond the 12-
mile territorial limit. Nations may
exercise limited control in their

contiguous zones, according to the
United Nations.

The Senkakus, also claimed by
China and Taiwan, include five un-
inhabited islets and three reefs 105
miles east of Taiwan and 254 miles
west of Okinawa.

The vessels sailed within the
Senkakus’ 12-mile territorial limit
39 times in 2024. The record is 52
timesin 2013, the spokesman said.

Of the 2024 instances, 18 in-
volved Chinese coast guard ships
chasing Japanese fishing vessels,
according to the spokesman.

Chinese vessels lastintruded in-
to territorial waters around the
Senkakus on Dec. 6, according to a
Japan coast guard news release
that day. Four vessels that looked

to be armed with deck-mounted
machine guns were spotted and
warned away with radio and elec-
tronic message boards.

The Japanese government has
lodged numerous protests with
Beijing over the incidents, includ-
ing in September when four Chi-
nese vessels armed with what ap-
peared to be deck-mounted ma-
chinegunscrossedthel2-milelim-
it.

China set another recordin 2023
and 2024 for consecutive days sail-
ing within the contiguous zone
near the Senkakus. Vessels were
spotted for 215 straight days from
Dec. 22, 2023, to July 23, the
spokesman said.

“The situation in the waters

around the Senkakus is still severe
and we cannotletourguard down,”
Seishiro Sakamoto, commander of
Japan’s 11th Regional Coast
Guard, said in a statement Dec. 29,
the day Chinese vessels broke the
record for sightings around the
Senkakus.

“We will respond resolutely
while working closely with related
authorities and take every mea-
sure to protect our territorial wa-
ters,” he said.

China has stepped up its pres-
ence around the Senkakus follow-
ing a visit by President Xi Jinping
in November 2023 to his country’s
coast guard command in which he
stated the necessity to “constantly
strengthen” Beijing’s claim on the

islands, Kyodo News reported at
the time.

U.S. Ambassador to Japan
Rahm Emanuel lambasted Chi-
na’s plan to “keep ships in and
around Japan’s Senkaku Islands
for 365 consecutive days” in a Jan-
uary 2023 poston X.

The area around the Senkakus
reportedly contains oil reserves
and other resources, which hasled
to Chinese challenges to Japan’s
claim over the islands since the
1970s, according to Japan’s For-
eign Affairs Ministry.

The Pentagon identified China
as an aggressive presence in the
East and South China seas and a
global “pacing challenge” in its
2022 National Defense Strategy.

Search continues for at-risk teen missing from Army housing area

By SETH ROoBSON
AND Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — Police were still
searching Tuesday for an at-risk
American teen last seen leaving a
U.S. Army housing area near the
Japanese capital the previous
morning.

Tupu Lamar HawKkins, 17, “has
been determined to be at signifi-
cant risk by law enforcement,” ac-
cording to a missing person alert
issued Monday evening by the Ar-
my Criminal Investigation Divi-
sion.

Hawkins was last seen leaving
the Sagamihara Family Housing
Area at 3:16 a.m. Monday, the Ar-

my said. He may
have been walk-
ing toward the
nearest 7-Eleven
convenience
store.

HawKins is ap- R
proximately S- '.I !
foot-9 with black Hawkins
hair and brown eyes, according to
the alert. He was wearing a blue
sweatshirt, blue jeans and brown
dress shoes.

The Criminal Investigation Di-
vision has no new information
about the case, division spokes-
man Thomas Hamilton told Stars
and Stripes by email Tuesday eve-
ning.

Japanese police in Sagamihara
received a report about the mis-
sing teen from the Army on Mon-
day, a police spokesman said by
phone Tuesday morning.

Police are searching for Haw-
kinsatplacessuchastrainstations,
said the spokesman, who declined
to provide further details about the
ongoing investigation.

Some Japanese government of-
ficials may speak to the press only
on condition of anonymity.

The missing person alert
prompted dozens of comments on
U.S. Army Garrison Japan’s Face-
book page, including from some-
one who said they had put up flyers
about the missing teen at a local

train station.

However, the garrison posted a
Facebook update Tuesday morn-
ing from the Criminal Investiga-
tion Division discouraging people
from hands-on involvement.

“We understand and appreciate
that our local community mem-
bers would like to take further ac-
tion to aid in the investigation but
respectfully ask that you allow law
enforcement to conduct and lead
this official investigation,” the post
said.

Unofficial actions could unin-
tentionally and negatively impact
the investigation, according to the
update.

“We are not advising any official

community search parties at this
time,” it said. “If we decide that an
official search party should be con-
ducted, we will lead that effort and
communicate thatneed tothe com-
munity through various channels,
to include this [U.S. Army Garri-
son] Japan Facebook page.”

Anyone with information about
Hawkins should contact Army
CID Far East Field Office Japan at
(571) 637-8561, according to the
Army. Anonymous tips can be sent
to the Criminal Investigation Divi-
sion at www.cid.army.mil/tips.

Community members should
refrain from hanging posters off
post without permission, the up-
date added.
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Attack kills
10 rebels
in Somalia

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — U.S. forces
helped evacuate Somali troops from harm’s
way during a recent operation against insur-
gents that resulted in the deaths of 10 militants
from al-Shabab, U.S. Africa Command said
Tuesday.

The operation, carried out on Dec. 31, comes
on the heels of a separate AFRICOM airstrike
that killed a top al-Shabab commander a week
earlier.

The New Year’s Eve strike happened in a
town called Beer Xaani, which is about 20
miles northwest of an operational base used by
U.S. and Somali forces in Kismayo, according
to an AFRICOM statement.

On Monday, AFRICOM confirmed the Dec.
24 death of Mohamed Mire, described as a top
official in the al-Qaida-aligned militant group.

In the Dec. 31 airstrike, U.S. forces also res-
cued Somali counterparts who were attacked
while fighting the terrorist group, the AFRI-
COM statement said without elaborating on
the evacuation.

AFRICOM did not specify what units and as-
sets were involved, citing operational security.
The U.S. has several hundred troops in Soma-
lia, where they are tasked with training and as-

KaTHLEEN LACORTE/U.S. Air National Guard

Marine MV-22 Osprey aircraft take off from Kismayo, Somalia, in July. A U.S. airstrike on Dec.
31 killed 10 al-Shabab insurgents about 20 miles from the Kismayo base, U.S. Africa

Command said Tuesday.

Al-Shabab has been waging a long-running
armed insurgency against Somalia’s weak cen-
tral government, whose military has been bol-
stered by U.S. troops.

Over the years, AFRICOM has carried out
periodic airstrikes against militants, but the
pace of those strikes has slowed. In 2020,
AFRICOM conducted arecord 63 strikes in the
country, compared with roughly a dozen in
2024.

President Joe Biden in 2022 directed U.S.
personnel back to Somalia on a continuous ba-

Trump’s order in late 2020 to withdraw some
700 troops from the country.

Biden’s decision came in the wake of criti-
cism from AFRICOM’s commander at the
time, Gen. Stephen Townsend, who said the ro-
tational approach that replaced the full-time
presence in Somalia amounted to “commuting
to work” and allowed insurgents to gain
ground.

It’s unclear what Trump’s plans are for the
U.S. mission in Somalia or whether he intends
to pull forces out once again after returning to

sisting local forces.

sis,

reversing former President Donald

the White House later this month.

Missile: S. Korea believes capabilities exaggerated

FROM PAGE 1

as the two countries align over the
war in Ukraine.

North Korea in recent years has
flight tested various intermediate-
range missiles, which if perfected,
could reach the U.S. military hub
of Guam. In recent months, North
Korea has been testing combining
these missiles with purported hy-
personic warheads to improve
their survivability.

North Korea since 2021 has
been testing various hypersonic
weapons designed to fly at more
than five times the speed of sound.
The speed and maneuverability of
such weapons aim to withstand re-
gional missile defense systems.
However, it’s unclear whether
these missiles are consistently fly-
ing at the speeds the North claims.

The North’s state media said
Kim supervised Monday’s launch,
and that the weapon traveled 932
miles, during which it reached two
different peaks of 62 miles and
26.4 miles and achieved a speed
amounting to 12 times the speed of
sound, before accurately striking
a sea target.

Lee Sung Joon, spokesperson of
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff, said the South Korean mil-
itary believes North Korea was

exaggerating capabilities of the
system, saying the missile cov-
ered less distance and that there
was no second peak.

Lee said the test was likely a fol-
lowup to another hypersonic in-
termediate-range ballistic missile
test last April and said it would be
difficult to use such systems in a
relatively small territory like the
Korean Peninsula. He said the
South Korean and U.S. militaries
were continuing to analyze the
missile.

Kim described the missile as a
crucial achievement in his goals to
bolster the North’s nuclear deter-
rence by building an arsenal “no
one can respond to,” according to
the official Korean Central News
Agency.

“The hypersonic missile system
will reliably contain any rivals in
the Pacific region that can affect
the security of our state,” the
agency quoted Kim as saying.

Kim reiterated that his nuclear
push was aimed at countering
“different security threats the
hostile forces posed to our state,”
but KCNA didn’t mention any di-
rect criticism toward Washington,
Seoul or Tokyo.

The launch took place while
U.S. Secretary of State Antony

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
attends a new year’s event in
Pyongyang on Dec. 31.

Blinken was visiting Seoul for
talks with South Korean allies
over the North Korean nuclear
threat and other issues.

In anews conference with South
Korean Foreign Minister Cho
Tae-yul on Monday, Blinken con-
demned North Korea’s launch,
which violated U.N. Security
Council resolutions against the
North’s weapons programs. He al-
so reiterated concerns about the
growing alignment between
North Korea and Russia in Mos-
cow’s war on Ukraine. He de-

scribed the military cooperation
between Pyongyang and Moscow
as a “two-way street,” saying Rus-
sia has been providing military
equipment and training to the
North and “intends to share space
and satellite technology.”

According to U.S., Ukrainian
and South Korean assessments,
North Korea has sent more than
10,000 troops and conventional
weapons systems to support Mos-
cow’s war campaign. There are
concerns that Russia could trans-
fer to North Korea advanced
weapons technology in return,
which could potentially enhance
the threat posed by Kim’s nuclear-
armed military.

At a year-end political confe-
rence, Kim Jong Un vowed to im-
plement the “toughest” anti-U.S.
policy and criticized the Biden ad-
ministration’s efforts to strength-
en security cooperation with Seoul
and Tokyo, which he described as
a “nuclear military bloc for ag-
gression.”

North Korean state media did
not specify Kim’s policy plans or
mention any specific comments
about Trump. During his first
term as president, Trump met
Kim three times for talks on the
North’s nuclear program.

Coalition

soldiers
killed, hurt
in Mideast

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
military led strikes against the
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria in
the past week that resulted in
the capture of an ISIS leader but
caused the death of a non-U.S.
coalition soldier and injured two
non-U.S. personnel, U.S. Central
Command said Monday.

CENTCOM and Iraqi forces
conducted multiple attacks from
Dec. 30 to Jan. 6 in the Hamrin
mountains of Iraq against ISIS
locations. During the operations,
ISIS fighters engaged coalition
forces.

But the U.S.-led coalition forc-
es conducted airstrikes using
F-16s, F-15s and A-10s.

The A-10s tasked to support
ground forces in the area were
successful in eliminating the
ISIS fighters within a cave, ac-
cording to CENTCOM.

The coalition member Kkilled
and the two wounded were from
two different countries.

CENTCOM did not name the
countries but said there no in-
juries to U.S. personnel or dam-
age to U.S. equipment.

On Jan. 2-3, Syrian Democrat-
ic Forces supported by Amer-
ican forces conducted a strike
against ISIS militants near Dayr
az-Zawr in Syria resulting in the
capture of an ISIS attack cell
leader.

“Partnered operations like
these are critical to maintaining
pressure on ISIS and preventing
the terrorist group from taking
advantage of the rapidly chang-
ing security environment in the
region,” said Army Gen. Michael
“Erik” Kurilla, commander of
CENTCOM, which oversees U.S.
military operations in the Middle
East.

The U.S. has stepped up air-
strikes against ISIS targets in Sy-
ria in the wake of the fall of
former President Bashar Assad’s
government last month. Syria re-
mains unstable following the col-
lapse of Assad’s regime, with re-
bel group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
looking to install a new govern-
ment.

The U.S. now has about 2,000
troops in Syria as part of an
American-led coalition in that
country and Iraq working to pre-
vent a resurgence of ISIS.

The Pentagon previously re-
ported 900 U.S. service mem-
bers, and an undisclosed number
of contractors are operating in
Syria, where they support local
Kurdish forces.

An additional 2,500 American
troops are in Iraq.
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Dilemma: Trump has said keeping lid on ISIS is top priority

FROM PAGE 1
days.

James Jeffrey, who served as
Syria envoy during Trump’s first
term, noted that Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham (HTS), the Sunni Islamist
movement that toppled Assad and
has embraced a role as Syria’s
new government, had been suc-
cessful in battling the Islamic
State in the past, a fact that could
intensify questions for the incom-
ing president.

“Trump is going to ask, ‘Why do
I have to keep ... troops on to fight
ISIS, when essentially all of our
fighting is mainly bombing them
in the desert?’ ” Jeffrey said. “And
it’s going to be very hard to answer
that question.”

Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla., the
retired Special Forces officer
whom Trump tapped to be nation-
al security adviser, has said that
Trump will prioritize limiting for-
eign entanglements but also has
described preventing an ISIS re-
surgence as a “number one prior-
ity,” leaving it unclear what mili-
tary strategy the new administra-
tion might pursue.

“The President has been crystal
clear on and his mandate from the
voters was to do everything he can
to avoid us getting [dragged] into
more Middle East wars,” Waltz
told Fox News in a recent inter-
view. “But in Syria, he is clear-
eyed about the threat of ISIS that’s
still there ... We have to keep a lid
on it.”

Trump’s transition team did not
respond to a request for comment.

Both Trump’s team and the Bi-
den administration, which sent se-
nior diplomats to Syria this week
for the first time in more than a
decade, are proceeding with cau-
tion in dealing with HTS, which
was first formed as an offshoot of
al-Qaida. While the group has
promised stability and inclusion,
it remains on the U.S. list of for-
eign terrorist groups.

Syria’s new interim leader, HTS
commander Ahmed al-Sharaa,
has called for militias across Syria
to be demobilized but has not ex-
plicitly said whether his govern-
ment would like the United States
to stay.

Officials at the Pentagon and
U.S. Central Command, which
oversees operations across the
Middle East, have held planning
meetings that examined how the
fate of Syria is intertwined with
the ongoing upheaval across the
Middle East, according to a de-
fense official, who like others,
spoke on the condition of anonym-
ity to discuss sensitive delibera-
tions.

The stakes for the United States,
with American personnel operat-
ing at small, exposed bases, are
high, as they are in neighboring
Iraq and Jordan. Since the Gaza
war began, Iran-backed militias
have carried out at least 211 at-
tacks on U.S. forces with one-way
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U.S. soldiers with the 1st Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment, Georgia
Army National Guard, conduct a live fire exercise with Syrian Free
Army soldiers near Al-Tanf Garrison, Syria, in October.

attack drones, rockets, and other
munitions, including one that
killed three U.S. soldiers just over
the Syrian border in Jordan last
January, according to Pentagon
data. More than 130 of those at-
tacks targeted American positions
in Syria.

The mounting questions come
as the Pentagon for the first time
on Thursday acknowledged that
senior military officials had for
months withheld that the military
presence in Syria had more than
doubled this year from roughly
900 troops to about 2,000. Maj.
Gen. Patrick Ryder, a spokesman,
said he had just become aware of
the expansion, and that officials
sometimes withhold such infor-
mation due to “diplomatic and op-
erational security considera-
tions.”

The United States is not the only
foreign nation forced by Assad’s
ouster to rethink its military pres-
ence in Syria. For years Tehran
sent forces and funds to Syria,

which served as a base for Iran to
threaten archrival Israel. With As-
sad gone, those links are severed.
Since 2015, Russia played a key
role enabling the former regime’s
fight against rebel challengers.
Moscow has consolidated its forc-
es in coastal Syria in recent days
and, like Washington, has made no
definitive statements about its fu-
ture there.

A chief factor in shaping the fu-
ture of the U.S. mission will prob-
ably be the future arrangements
between Kurdish authorities in
northeast Syria and the new HTS-
led government in Damascus, and
how far the United States will goin
protecting the Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF), the Kurdish-led
group that has been the United
States’ chief partner in battling
ISIS.

While the SDF has proved a
dogged companion in that fight, its
hope of securing lasting autonomy
has long generated friction be-
tween Washington and its NATO

Jamie RoeinsoN/Defense Department

U.S. soldiers assigned to 1st Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment, Georgia Army National Guard, conduct a
tactical movement in Northeast Syria.

ally Turkey, which considers the
SDF to be part of the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), the Kur-
dish group it has battled for dec-
ades.

Under pressure from Ankara,
the United States brokered a deal
between the SDF and Turkish-
backed Arab militias pushing to
assert control in northern Syria.
That agreement, which required
the SDF to withdraw from the city
of Manbij, represented a loss as
the group seeks to keep Arab forc-
es away from Kobane, a majority-
Kurdish city close to Syria’s bor-
der with Turkey. It now appears
likely that Turkish-backed Syrian
fighters will attempt to take Ko-
bane, a symbolic priority for Sy-
ria’s Kurds.

According to Charles Lister, a
senior fellow at the Middle East
Institute, the SDF is in a “very, ve-
ry challenged” position as non-
Kurdish fighters within the
group’s ranks have fled and lead-
ers question how long they will
have U.S. support. “They’re more
vulnerable than they’ve ever
been,” he said.

Also of top concern for U.S. offi-
cials are the prisons and camps
housing ISIS militants and family
members that are now guarded by
SDF forces.

Farhad Shamsi, a spokesman
for the SDF, said his group’s coor-
dination with American forces
had intensified because of the
evolving threat from ISIS. Shamsi
warned that militants were at-
tempting to push into northeast
Syria and some, he claimed, were
joining Turkish-backed groups
the SDF has battled in recent days.

“We hope that they will main-
tain their presence here in Syria,
especially in this critical situation,
because we think that ISIS will be
resurging,” Shamsi said, adding

that the SDF was worried Turkey
would not heed American efforts
to defuse tensions and the new au-
thorities in Damascus had not pro-
vided firm guarantees about the
group’s role in a future Syria if a
broad national pact can be
reached.

Joseph Votel, a retired general
and former CENTCOM com-
mander, said the United States’
standing with other partners
could suffer if it abandons them.

“I think we ought to be putting
more and more pressure on Tur-
key to cease their operations and
those by the SNA,” he said, refer-
ring to the Syrian National Army,
amilitary forced backed by Anka-
ra. Kurdish forces have more ex-
perience than do other groups in
Syria countering the Islamic
State, Votel said, warning, “We
could be creating a situation here
where ISIS can regain and rees-
tablish themselves,” he said.

The turmoil in Syria has also
raised questions about the future
of the U.S. mission in neighboring
Iraq, which has served as a secur-
ity and logistics hub for counterin-
surgency operations in both coun-
tries. While U.S. forces have
helped Iraq combat its own chal-
lenges with ISIS and acted as a
counterweight to Iran’s influence
in the region, the American troop
presence is a sensitive topic for
the country’s leaders.

Talks are ongoing with the gov-
ernment of Iraqgi Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia al-Sudani in
Baghdad about the implementa-
tion of a bilateral agreement that
would dismantle by the fall of 2025
the U.S.-led military coalition es-
tablished to fight ISIS in Iraq.
While American officials have not
said whether any of the U.S. force
of roughly 2,500 would stay be-
yond that time, Iraqi officials say
an additional agreement would re-
move most of them by 2026.

Now, that may be changing. One
senior Iraqi official said there has
been a shift in how senior Iraqi of-
ficials regard a potential U.S.
withdrawal “after recent develop-
ments in the region.”

The existing deadline for with-
drawing troops “now seems dis-
tant,” the official said. But as it
nears, he added, “I highly antici-
pate that Iraq will officially re-
quest an extension” permitting
U.S. forces to stay.

In aDec. 13 meeting in Baghdad
with Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, Sudani seemed to have a
fresh appreciation for the U.S. de-
ployment given the upheaval in
Syria, according to a U.S. official
familiar with the conversation.

Iraqi officials were also more
welcoming than they had been of
U.S. requests to station reconnais-
sance assets near Iraq’s border
with Syria, the official said,
though Sudani did not request an
extension of the American mili-
tary presence.
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Bill would help

vets subjected to £

military testing
OATH Act eyes Vietnam-era veterans
with easier path to apply for benefits

By LinpA F. HERSEY
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Veterans
who signed secrecy oaths that
kept them from disclosing to doc-
tors or anyone else the nature of
injuries connected to covert oper-
ations could seek benefits retroac-
tive to their discharge date under
a bill before Congress.

The Obligations to Aberdeen’s
Trusted Heroes Act, or OATH
Act, would lift a mandate that re-
quires veterans to apply for bene-
fits within one year of leaving mil-
itary service to receive compensa-
tion dating back to their dis-
charge.

The restriction would be waived
for former service members who
participated in secrecy oath pro-
grams that prevented them from
disclosing a mission or seeking
benefits for service-connected ill-
nesses or injuries.

Sponsored by Sen. Richard Blu-
menthal, D-Conn., the legislation
specifically identifies Vietnam-
era service members who were
human test subjects from the
mid-1950s to the early 1970s in Ar-
my experiments using chemical
warfare agents and hallucinogen-
ic drugs.

“Government-employed scien-
tists including former Nazi Ger-
many scientists, tested mustard
agents, psychedelics, nerve
agents and other dangerous
chemicals,” according to the legis-
lation.

Service members in experi-
ments at the former Edgewood
Arsenal  Aberdeen  Proving
Ground in Maryland were sworn
to secrecy and threatened with
court-martial or criminal charges
if they violated it.

“Upon leaving service in the Ar-
my, veterans of the program could
not seek benefits provided by the
Department of Veterans Affairs
for disabilities relating to the pro-
gram without violating their se-
crecy oaths,” according to the leg-
islation.

After leaving the military, the
veterans could not seek compen-
sation for injuries connected to the
experiments until the secrecy
oath was lifted in 2006, according
to the legislation.

The bill was introduced in No-
vember and referred to the Senate
Veterans’ Affairs Committee. Blu-
menthal is a committee member.

As the incoming top Democrat

of the committee, Blumenthal
plans to reintroduce the legisla-
tion in the new Congress and will
continue fighting to ensure Edge-
wood veterans receive full bene-
fits, his office said.

“l was experiencing health
problems before the oath was lift-
ed but was not able to file a claim
for compensation,” said Army vet-
eran Frank Rochelle, 71, of North
Carolina.

“Compensation should not be
timed to when the secrecy oath
ended because injuries were in-
curred prior to that,” said Ro-
chelle, a former corporal whose
service from 1968-70 included a
tour in Vietnam.

Vietnam-era service members
were considered volunteers in the
classified studies by the U.S. Ar-
my Chemical Corps. They signed
consent agreements prior to par-
ticipating.

But veterans later said they
were not fully informed about the
nature of the tests or the risks to
their health.

“We have boxes and boxes of
papers we’ve collected over the
years about the testing, but we got
nothing when we filed claims for
compensation,” said Michelle Jo-
sephs, wife and full-time caretak-
er of 76-year-old Army veteran
Tim Josephs, another Edgewood
participant. “We were told it was
‘informed consent.” Tim and the
others had volunteered. But these
were a bunch of 18- and 19-year-
old guys who had no idea the gov-
ernment would give them things
harmful to them.”

“We fought for years for bene-
fits and then finally gave up,” she
said.

Because the statute governing
veterans benefits requires veter-
ans to apply within one year of dis-
charge to receive retroactive ben-
efits, veterans of the program
were only eligible for benefits be-
ginning from the date of their dis-
ability application, according to
the legislation.

Rochelle took part in the mili-
tary studies in 1968 at the former
Edgewood Arsenal, where he re-
ceived drugs orally and by injec-
tion.

“I never knew what they were
giving me,” he said. “I pretty
much lost consciousness after 10
minutes. I was delirious for about
two days. All I remember is
breathing in this one inhalation.”
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Troops in an undated photo enter a chamber where they were
exposed to chemical agents as part of military experiments at

Edgewood Arsenal in Maryland.

The chronic medical problems
that Rochelle developed after the
experiments made him unem-
ployable, according to VA rec-
ords.

Rochelle obtained his military
medical records in 2001 and found
he was administered a chemical
known by the code name,
CAR-302,668. The drug was de-
scribed as a “deliriant drug” de-
veloped in the 1960s and tested at
Edgewood.

He also learned from medical
records that he received a drug
called EA-2233, a high-potency,
synthetic form of THC, a psy-
choactive ingredient found in can-
nabis. Rochelle said he developed
significant problems with his con-
centration and memory after re-
ceiving the drug.

“In my VA files, my medical
problems are documented as due
to the Edgewood experiments,”
said Rochelle, who is 100% dis-
abled.

He is now seeking disability
compensation dating back to his
discharge in 1970 and he contin-
ues to have respiratory problems
that doctors determined were re-
lated to aerosol sprays that he and
other service members inhaled
through a mask.

Rochelle also has a diagnosis of
post-traumatic stress disorder
connected to his service at Edge-
wood.

His case is on appeal before the
U.S. Veterans Court of Appeals,
which ordered retroactive com-

pensation in 2024 in three other
cases involving Edgewood veter-
ans.

“By complying with their secre-
cy oaths, the veterans of the pro-
gram lost the ability to receive the
full veterans’ benefits they
earned,” the legislation said.

The legislation would require
no later than three months after a
secrecy oath is lifted, the military
must identify and notify the affect-
ed veterans about their ability to
apply for full benefits retroactive
to their date of discharge.

“Veterans of other secrecy oath
programs may face the same hur-
dles to obtaining benefits. While
some veterans of secrecy oath
programs received limited relief
in the courts, there is uncertainty
about the scope of benefits avail-
able to those veterans,” according
to the legislation.

A 2023 ruling in the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
in Washington enabled service
members who volunteered at Ed-
gewood to obtain VA disability
compensation retroactive to their
date of discharge, potentially af-
fecting 3,000 to 5,000 veterans be-
lieved to be alive.

If signed into law, the OATH
Act would codify this decision for
Edgewood veterans — “allowing
them to avoid litigation and incon-
sistent outcomes between cases”
— and enable veterans who
served in other secrecy oath pro-
grams to backdate their benefits,
Blumenthal’s office said.

US transfers
11 Yemenis

to Oman from
Guantanamo

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon said Monday it had trans-
ferred 11 Yemeni men to Oman
this week after holding them for
more than two decades without
charge at the U.S. naval base in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

The transfer was the latest and
biggest push by the Biden admin-
istration in its final weeks to clear
Guantanamo of the last remain-
ing detainees there who were
never charged with a crime.

The latest release brings the to-
tal number of men detained at
Guantanamo to 15. That’s the few-
est since 2002, when President
George W. Bush’s administration
turned Guantanamo into a deten-
tion site for the mostly Muslim
men taken into custody around
the world in what the U.S. called
its war on terror. The U.S. inva-
sions of Afghanistan and Iraq and
military and covert operations
elsewhere followed the Sept. 11,
2001, al-Qaida attacks.

The men in the latest transfer
included Shaqawi al Hajj, who
had undergone repeated hunger
strikes and hospitalizations at
Guantanamo to protest his 21
years in prison, preceded by two
years of detention and torture in
CIA custody, according to the
U.S.-based Center for Constitu-
tional Rights.

Rights groups and some law-
makers have pushed successive
U.S. administrations to close
Guantanamo or, failing that, re-
lease all those detainees never
charged with a crime. Guantana-
mo held about 800 detainees at its
peak.

The Biden administration and
administrations before it said
they were working on lining up
suitable countries willing to take
those never-charged detainees.
Many of those stuck at Guantana-
mo were from Yemen, a country
split by war, with its capital held
by the Iranian-allied Houthi mil-
itant group.

The sultanate of Oman, on the
eastern edge of the Arabian Pen-
insula, did not acknowledge tak-
ing in the prisoners early Tues-
day.

The key Western ally has taken
in some 30 prisoners in the past
since the founding of the prison.

However, those prisoners have
since been released in circum-
stances unexplained by Oman.

The transfer announced Mon-
day leaves six never-charged
men still being held at Guantana-
mo, two convicted and sentenced
inmates, and seven others
charged with the 2001 attacks, the
2000 bombing of the USS Cole,
and 2002 bombings in Bali, Indo-
nesia.
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Billions more needed for ships

Navy needs $85B
more each year to
meet shipbuilding
plan, CBO says

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — The Navy will
need a budget boost of at least $85
billion annually to realize an am-
bitious goal to grow its fleet by
nearly 100 ships over the next
three decades, according to a re-
cent Congressional Budget Office
analysis.

The service would need an esti-
mated annual budget of $340 bil-
lion to operate, purchase and
maintain a fleet of 381 battle force
ships as outlined in its most cur-
rent shipbuilding proposal, the
CBO said in a report released
Monday.

That’s roughly one-third more
under current valuations than the
Navy’s $255 billion budgetin 2024,
said the CBO, which analyzed the
service’s 30-year shipbuilding
plan submitted to Congress in
March.

That plan would grow the fleet
to a level not seen since 2001, ac-
cording to the report. The service
now has about 296 numbered bat-
tle force ships, including aircraft
carriers, destroyers, submarines
and combat logistics vessels,
among others.

“Over the past decade, funding
for ship construction reached its
highest level since the Reagan Ad-
ministration’s defense buildup in
the 1980s,” the CBO said. “Since
2015, lawmakers have appropriat-
ed an average of $2.5 billion more
per year for shipbuilding than the
President has requested, partly
because of concerns that the fleet
is too small to perform all of its

BRANDEN BourquE/U.S. Navy

The attack submarine USS Texas departs Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Maine on Dec. 6 for sea trials.

missions.”

The Navy needs a larger, more
flexible fleet to address growing
threats in the Indo-Pacific, Eu-
rope and the Middle East, officials
and naval analysts have argued.

An inadequately sized force is
one reason why there are fewer
Navy ships currently on patrol in
the eastern Mediterranean Sea
than in recent years, analysts re-
cently told Stars and Stripes.

Presence in the Mediterranean
is “partly threat-driven and situa-
tion-driven, and it’s all condi-
tioned by (the fact that) there
aren’t enough ships in the Navy,”
said Bradley Martin, a retired Na-
vy surface warfare officer and di-
rector of the Rand Corp. National
Security Supply Chain Institute.

Under the Navy’s 202S ship-
building plan, the service would
buy fewer next-generation attack
submarines and large surface
ships, favoring proven current-

generation  submarines, de-
stroyers and other vessels, ac-
cording to the CBO report.

For example, inits 2024 plan the
Navy envisioned purchasing as
many as 35 next-generation attack
submarines. Its 2025 proposal in-
cludes buying just 14 of them.

Instead, the service is opting to
buy 36 Virginia-class fast-attack
submarines in the coming dec-
ades. In 2024, the Navy said it
would buy as few as 10 of those
submarines.

Over the next 30 years, the Navy
would buy 364 ships, or an aver-
age of about 12 annually, for an es-
timated $903 billion.

That cost likely is higher —
$1.075 trillion in current-year dol-
lars — when all expenses, such as
outfitting new ships or purchasing
oceanographic survey, sealift and
other vessels not considered part
of the battle force are included,
the CBO said.

The Navy and CBO cost calcula-
tions also vary in the way they de-
termine the design and capabili-
ties of some future ships, as well as
labor and other costs, the report
stated.

The CBO cautioned that the es-
timates don’t include costs for
adding 134 surface and undersea
drones in the Navy’s plan, which
would bring its total platforms to
515 by 2054.

The report cast doubt on the Na-
vy’s ability to achieve its acquisi-
tion goals, which also include
more missiles and unmanned sys-
tems on ships to make it more dif-
ficult for an opponent to destroy
the fleet’s offensive capability.

“If the Navy is unable to reduce
the maintenance delays that it has
been experiencing for more than a
decade, it would not be able to de-
ploy as many ships as achieving its
381-ship goal would suggest,” the
CBO said.

Hawaii wildfire shuts road
near Schofield Barracks

By WyarT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

A road south of Schofield Bar-
racks in central Oahu was closed
for several hours Monday after-
noon as firefighters responded to
a wildfire, U.S. Army Garrison
Hawaii said in a Facebook post
Monday.

Kunia Road was closed in both
directions between Lyman Gate
at Schofield and Kunia Drive
about a half-mile south of the
base.

The garrison’s emergency alert
advised drivers to use alternative
routes and avoid the area.

Firefighters from the Honolulu
Fire Department contained the

fire at about 4 p.m., and the road
was reopened shortly after, Ha-
waii News Now reported Monday.

Brush fires are commonplace
on Oahu.

In August, the Honolulu Fire
Department was battling three
separate wildfires in the grassy
highlands of Oahu.

Several thousand acres of
grassland have burned in recent
years on and near the Army’s
132,000-acre Pohakuloa Training
Area on the Big Island.

A series of wildfires on Maui in
early August 2023 turned deadly
as high winds swept flames
through the town of Lahaina, dec-
imating it and killing 102 people.

U.S. Army

A wildfire burned for several hours Monday just south of Schofield

Barracks, Hawaii.

Soldier
sentenced
to 3 years in
abuse case

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

A Fort Bliss soldier was sen-
tenced to three years in prison af-
ter pleading guilty to sexually
abusing an underage family
member, Army prosecutors said.

Pvt. Alex Moon, 28, pleaded
guilty during his court-martial
held Dec. 19 before Military
Judge Lt. Col. Mathew Rick. The
judge also sentenced Moon to a
dishonorable discharge.

“My client wanted to own up
and take responsibility for what
he did,” said Justin Scheider, an
attorney for Moon.

Moon, who enlisted in October
2019, was an infantryman as-
signed to the 1st Battalion, 67th
Armored Regiment, 3rd Armored
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Ar-
mored Division at Fort Bliss in
west Texas, according to the Ar-
my.

He was being held Monday at
the Otero County Prison in New
Mexico awaiting transfer to a
military prison, according to the
Army Office of Special Trial
Counsel, which prosecuted the
case.

Once released, Moon must reg-
ister as a sex offender.

In an unsworn statement read
in court, Moon apologized to his
victim and described his behav-
ior as a terrible mistake that will
haunt him for the rest of his life.

To move forward, he said he
will take advantage of behavioral
health programs in prison.

“My shame and regret con-
stantly remind me of a person I
never wanted to be nor will be
again,” he said, according to a
written copy of the statement.

The sexual abuse occurred
against a girl younger than 16
years old between Feb. 1 and
March 31, 2023, while Moon was
stationed at Fort Bliss, according
to his charge sheet.

Moon touched the girl in a sex-
ual manner and recorded a video
of her without her consent and at
a time that she had a reasonable
expectation of privacy, according
to the charge sheet.

The abuse came to light after
Moon’s spouse saw concerning
photos and a video of the victim
on the soldier’s phone and report-
ed it to military law enforcement,
according to prosecutors.

While speaking with a licensed
social worker, the victim stated
Moon had inappropriately
touched her.

Moon, who first arrived at Fort
Bliss in August 2021, admitted to
agents with the Army Criminal
Investigation Division to taking
the video as well as inappro-
priately touching the victim.
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Biden: New Orleans mourners are not alone

By CoLLEEN LoNG

AND MICHELLE L. PRICE

Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — President
Joe Biden told mourners in New
Orleans on Monday that they are
not alone as he paid tribute to vic-
tims of the deadly New Year’s at-
tack and channeled the pain felt
by their loved ones.

Biden made the remarks at St.
Louis Cathedral in the city’s his-
toric French Quarter. not far from
the area where an Army veteran
drove a truck into revelers last
week, Killing 14 and injuring 30
more.

Biden praised “so many that ran
toward the chaos, trying to help
save others,” including first re-
sponders. He noted the city’s en-
during strength and resilience
amid tragedy, invoking past dev-
astation like Hurricane Katrina in
2005.

“The city’s people get back up,”
Biden said. “That’s the spirit of
America as well.”

Biden met privately with griev-
ing families, survivors and first re-
sponders before the prayer ser-
vice. He also stopped at a make-
shift memorial where the attack
had begun to unfold. It is being in-
vestigated as an act of terrorism
inspired by the Islamic State mil-

STEPHANIE SCARBROUGH/AP

President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden lay flowers at the site of
the deadly New Years truck attack, in New Orleans on Monday.

itant group.

Biden has made dozens of visits
to sites of violence, natural disas-
ter and other calamities during his
four years in office. With two
weeks left, Monday’s visit to New
Orleans could be his last such trip.

In his remarks Monday, Biden
alluded to the personal loss in his
own life and recounted words of
collective grief he’s delivered
time and again as president. He
acknowledged the searing loss the
grieving families will feel at holi-

days and birthdays to come, along
with the small details they will
miss about their loved ones.

“We know what it’s like to lose a
piece of our soul. The anger. The
emptiness,” he said.

He told the grieving families
that they will eventually reach a
day when the memory of their
loved ones will make them smile
before it makes them cry.

“It will take time, but I promise
you, it will come. I promise you,”
he said.

City holds first parade of Carnival
o days after attack on Bourbon St.

Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Women
dressed as angels, hands clasped
in prayer, passed through New Or-
leans to celebrate the first parade
of Carnival season, just blocks
from where 14 people were killed
five days earlier by a rampaging
driver.

Hundreds filled the streets
Monday evening for the annual
Joan of Arc parade through New
Orleans’ historic French Quarter.
Organizers said they wanted the
event to convey the city’s spirited
grit as it grapples with the violent
New Year’s Day attack but still
persists with beloved traditions.

“We are celebrating life,” said
Antoinette de Alteriis, a captain of
the Krewe de Jeanne d’Arc. “We
are choosing hope and we are

choosing joy.”

Before the parade, President
Joe Biden paid tribute to victims
at the nearby St. Louis Cathedral.

The attacker, a U.S. citizen who
had proclaimed support for the Is-
lamic State militant group, was fa-
tally shot in a firefight with police.

The Joan of Arc Parade, which
began in 2008 and falls on the
French hero’s birthday, marks the
end of the Christmas season, ar-
rival of Carnival and the count-
down to Mardi Gras.

The next eight weeks are spent
with feasting, drinking and revel-
ry before Ash Wednesday and the
fasting associated with Lent.

Life Sacco, 17, served as Joan of
Arc in the parade, donning a cos-
tume and raising a sword. The
weight of the parade, which tells

the story of Joan of Arc’s life —
from military bravery to burning
at the stake to sainthood — is not
lost upon Sacco.

She said that the patron saint of
France represents what the city
needs: courage, endurance and
the power of hope.

“I’s such an emotional time
right now for the city of New Or-
leans, you can see it on everyone’s
faces,” she said. “But I feel like the
first parade of the year could help
lift spirits.”

New Orleans has the largest and
best-known Carnival celebrations
in the U.S., with street parties,
balls and parades from simple
neighborhood-based walking
clubs to elaborate high-tech extra-
vaganzas with massive floats with
giant animated figures.

Before he met privately with the
victims’ families, Biden and first
lady Jill Biden made their first
stop in the city at a memorial that
sprung up on Bourbon Street at
the spot where the attack started.

Flowers and messages were left
at the bases of the crosses erected
on the sidewalk. After Jill Biden
placed white flowers at the memo-
rial, she and the president stood in
silence and bowed their heads.

At the public prayer service at
the cathedral, a rendition of
“Amazing Grace” was performed
with a New Orleans jazz spin. The
Bidens placed a candle at the al-
tar. The president then returned
to his seat in front pew, shutting
his eyes tight in prayer.

White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters
aboard Air Force One on the way
to Louisiana that Biden “believes
thisis also an important part of the
job that he believes he needs to do
as president.”

It’s a grim task that presidents
perform, though not every leader
has embraced the role with such
intimacy as the 82-year-old Biden,
who has experienced a lot of per-
sonal tragedy in his own life. His
first wife and baby daughter died
inacaraccidentin the early 1970s,
and his elder son, Beau, died of

cancer in 2015S.

“I’'ve been there. There’s noth-
ing you can really say to somebody
that’s just had such a tragic loss,”
Biden told reporters Sunday in a
preview of his visit. “My message
is going to be personal if I get to get
them alone.”

The Democratic president will
continue on to California follow-
ing his stop in New Orleans. With a
snowstorm hitting the Washing-
tonregion on Monday, Biden’s trip
began with Air Force One starting
its takeoff from inside a large
hangar instead of on the tarmac as
thick snow covered the ground at
Joint Base Andrews and snow-
plows worked to clear the runway.

In New Orleans on Jan. 1, the
driver plowed into a crowd on
Bourbon Street. Shamsud-Din
Jabbar, who steered his speeding
truck around a barricade and
plowed into the crowd, later was
fatally shot in a firefight with po-
lice.

Jabbar, an American citizen
from Texas, had posted five videos
on his Facebook account in the
hours before the attack in which
he proclaimed his support for the
Islamic State militant group and
previewed the violence that he
would soon unleash in the French
Quarter.

GERALD HERBERT/AP

A person dressed as Joan of Arc holds a sword on top of a horse
during the annual Krewe de Jeanne d’Arc parade, kicking off the
Mardi Gras season in New Orleans on Monday.

Unpaid medical bills banned from appearing on credit reports

Associated Press

Unpaid medical bills will no
longer appear on credit reports,
where they can block people from
mortgages, car loans or small
business loans, according to a final
rule announced Tuesday by the
Biden administration.

The Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau rule will remove

$49 billion in medical debt from
the credit reports of more than 15
million Americans, according to
the bureau, which means lenders
will no longer be able to take that
into consideration when deciding
to issue a loan.

The change is estimated to raise
the credit scores by an average of
20 points and could lead to 22,000

additional mortgages being ap-
proved every year, according to
the bureau. Vice President Kama-
la Harris said in a statement that it
would be “lifechanging” for mil-
lions of families.

“No one should be denied eco-
nomic opportunity because they
got sick or experienced a medical
emergency,” she said.

Harris also announced that
states and local governments have
used a sweeping 2021 pandemic-
era aid package to eliminate more
than $1 billion in medical debt for
more than 700,000 Americans.

The administration announced
plans for the rule in fall 2023.

The CFPB said that medical
debt is a poor predictor of an indi-

vidual’s ability to repay a loan. Ex-
perian, Equifax and TransUnion,
the three national credit reporting
agencies, said last year that they
were removing medical collec-
tions debt under $500 from U.S.
consumer credit reports.

The new rule is set to take on the
outstanding bills appearing on
credit reports.
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Trump: Island, canal vital to US

Won't rule out
military force to
gain Greenland,
Panama Canal

Associated Press

PALM BEACH, Fla. — Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump on
Tuesday said he would not rule out
the use of military force to seize
control of the Panama Canal and
Greenland, as he declared U.S.
control of both to be vital to Amer-
ican national security.

Speaking to reporters less than
two weeks before he takes office
on Jan. 20 and as a delegation of
aides and advisers that includes
Donald Trump Jr.isin Greenland,
Trump left open the use of the
American military to secure both
territories. Trump’s intention
marks a rejection of decades of
U.S. policy that has prioritized
self-determination over territorial
expansion.

“m not going to commit to
that,” Trump said, when asked if
he would rule out the use of the
military. “It might be that you’ll
have to do something. The Pana-
ma Canal is vital to our country.”
He added, “We need Greenland
for national security purposes.”
Greenland is an autonomous terri-
tory of Denmark, a longtime U.S.
ally and a founding member of
NATO.

Trump, a Republican, has also
floated having Canada join the
United States, but he said he
would not use military force to do
that, saying he would rely on “eco-
nomic force.”

Earlier Tuesday, Trump told
residents of Greenland that

ok 1 =
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Local residents walk in the settlement Attu, in the Qeqertalik municipality, western Greenland, in July.

“we’re going to treat you well” as
his oldest son visited the mineral-
rich Danish territory that’s home
to a large U.S. military base,
heightening speculation that the
incoming U.S. administration
could seek to acquire it.

Trump posted a video showing a
plane emblazoned with the word
TRUMP landing in Nuuk, the Arc-
tic territory’s capital, in a land-
scape of snow-capped peaks and
fjords.

“Don Jr. and my Reps landing
in Greenland,” Trump wrote.
“The reception has been great.
They, and the Free World, need
safety, security, strength, and
PEACE! This is a deal that must
happen. MAGA. MAKE GREEN-
LAND GREAT AGAIN!” Suppor-

ters later posted video of Trump
speaking by phone to locals.

In a statement, Greenland’s
government said Donald Trump
Jr.’s visit was taking place “as a
private individual” and not as an
official visit, and Greenlandic rep-
resentatives would not meet with
him.

Trump Jr. was in Greenland for
a day trip to shoot video content
for podcasting, according to a per-
son familiar with the plans who
was not authorized to speak pub-
licly.

Trump’s eldest son has become
a prominent player in his father’s
political movement and has
served on his presidential transi-
tion team.

Mininguaq Kleist, permanent

secretary of the ministry of state-
hood and foreign affairs, said au-
thorities were informed that
Trump Jr. would stay for about
four to five hours. Neither Trump
Jr.’s delegation nor Greenlandic
government officials had request-
ed a meeting, Kleist said.

During his comments Tuesday,
Trump promised a “Golden age of
America,” saying he would move
to try to rename the Gulf of Mex-
ico as the “Gulf of America,” say-
ing that has a “beautiful ring to it.”

Trump also used his press con-
ference to complain that Presi-
dent Joe Biden was undermining
his transition to power a day after
the incumbent moved to ban off-
shore energy drilling in most fed-
eral waters.

Extension
approved for
indictment
in CEO death

Associated Press

NEW YORK — The man ac-
cused of gunning down United-
Healthcare’s CEO outside a New
York City hotel is unlikely to ap-
pear in Manhattan federal court
again before mid-February after
prosecutors and lawyers on Mon-
day requested more time to pre-
pare the case for trial.

The lawyers agreed in a letter to
the court that the deadline to bring
an indictment against Luigi Man-
gione can be extended from Jan.
18 to Feb. 17.

Mangione, 26, is now charged in
a criminal complaint, a document
that is lodged against individuals
prior to the return of an indict-
ment.

Prosecutors said they consulted
with the defense and agreed that
extending the deadline was neces-
sary “to permit both parties ade-
quate preparation for pretrial pro-
ceedings and the trial itself.”

Lawyers for Mangione and fed-
eral prosecutors declined to com-
ment.

The case is unusual because at
least one charge carries the possi-
bility of the death penalty, but
whether to pursue that penalty
must be made by the Justice De-
partment in Washington, where
top officials will be changed as
President-elect Donald Trump
takes office later this month.

Authorities say Mangione fatal-
ly shot Brian Thompson on Dec. 4
as he was walking to an investor
conference in midtown Manhat-
tan.

The killing shocked the busi-
ness community and galvanized
some health insurance critics.
Mangione posted frequently on-
line about his struggles with back
pain, though he was never a Unit-
edHealthcare client.

Judge: Trump’s sentencing in hush money case on track

Associated Press

NEW YORK — President-elect
Donald Trump remains on track
to be sentenced this week in his
hush money case after a judge on
Monday denied his request to halt
proceedings while he appeals a
ruling that upheld the historic ver-
dict.

Manhattan Judge Juan M. Mer-
chan ordered sentencing to pro-
ceed as scheduled on Friday, a lit-
tle more than a week before
Trump’s inauguration. The judge
rejected a push by Trump’s law-
yers to postpone it indefinitely
while they ask a state appeals
court to reverse his decision last
week that let the conviction stand.

Trump, on course to be the first
president to take office convicted

of crimes, can still ask the appeals
court to delay sentencing or seek
to have another court intervene.
His lawyers have previously sug-
gested taking the case all the way
to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Trump’s lawyers have told Mer-
chan that if his sentencing hap-
pens, he will appear by video rath-
er than in person. The judge had
given him the option, acceding to
the demands of the presidential
transition process.

Last Friday, Merchan denied
Trump’s bid to throw out his con-
viction and dismiss the case be-
cause of his impending return to
the White House, but signaled he
is not likely to sentence the Repu-
blican to any punishment for his
conviction on 34 felony counts of

falsifying business records.

Trump wrote on his Truth So-
cial platform after Merchan ruled
that it “would be the end of the
Presidency as we know it” if it is
allowed to stand.

Trump’s lawyers, who are also
challenging Merchan’s prior re-
fusal to toss the case on presiden-
tial immunity grounds, filed ap-
peal paperwork Monday in the ap-
pellate division of the state’s trial
court.

Trump’s lawyers did not imme-
diately ask the appeals court to
halt Trump’s sentencing.

In a separate filing with Mer-
chan, they argued that the appeal
should automatically pause the
case. If it didn’t, they said he
should step in and do it himself —

an idea he rejected.

Manhattan prosecutors had
urged Merchan to proceed with
sentencing as scheduled, “given
the strong public interest in
prompt prosecution and the final-
ity of criminal proceedings.”

Prosecutors blamed Trump for
pushing his sentencing to the
brink of his second term by re-
peatedly seeking to postpone his
sentencing, originally set for July.

“He should not now be heard to
complain of harm from delays he
caused,” they wrote in a court fil-
ing Monday afternoon, hours be-
fore Merchan ruled.

Any delay in sentencing could
run out the clock on closing the
case before Trump’s second term
begins Jan. 20. The Justice De-

partment’s Office of Legal Coun-
sel, which provides legal advice
and guidance to federal agencies,
has said that a sitting president is
immune from criminal proceed-
ings. If sentencing doesn’t happen
before Trump is sworn in, waiting
until he leaves office in 2029 “may
become the only viable option,”
Merchan said in his ruling.

In upholding the verdict and re-
jecting Trump’s bids for dismiss-
al, Merchan wrote that the inter-
ests of justice would only be
served by “bringing finality to this
matter” through sentencing. He
said giving Trump what’s known
as an unconditional discharge —
closing the case withoutjail time, a
fine or probation — “appears to be
the most viable solution.”
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amily sparks
ush to ID serial
iller’s victims

By Rick CALLAHAN
Associated Press

WESTFIELD, Ind. — Decades
after investigators unearthed
thousands of human bones and
bone fragments on a suspected In-
diana serial Killer’s property, a re-
newed quest is playing out in labo-
ratories to solve a long-running
mystery: Who were they?

A new team working to identify
the unknown dead says the key to
their success will be getting rela-
tives of men who vanished be-
tween the mid-1980s and the
mid-1990s to provide samples of
their own DNA.

Those samples can then be
screened against DNA profiles sci-
entists are extracting from the re-
mains, which were found starting
in 1996 on Herbert Baumeister’s
sprawling suburban Indianapolis
property.

The original investigators be-
lieved that at least 25 people were
buried at Baumeister’s 18-acre
Fox Hollow Farm estate in West-
field, based on evidence that in-
cluded 10,000 bones and bone frag-
ments, as well as handcuffs and
shotgun shells.

Baumeister, a 49-year-old thrift
store owner and married father of
three, Kkilled himself in Canada in
July 1996 before police could ques-
tion him, taking with him many se-
crets, including the names of his
presumed victims.

Investigators believed that
while his family was away on trips,
Baumeister, who frequented gay
bars in Indianapolis, lured men to
his home, where he killed and bur-
ied them.

By thelate1990s, authorities had
identified eight men using dental
records and available DNA tech-
nologies. But then those efforts
stopped, although the remains of at
least 17 people may have still been
unidentified.

Hamilton County Coroner Jeff
Jellison said the renewed identifi-
cation effort revealed that county
officials at the time decided not to
fund additional DNA testing,
which “essentially halted further
efforts to identify the victims and
placedthe costofahomicideinves-
tigation on family members of mis-
sing people.”

“I can’t speak for those investi-
gators, but it was just game over,”
Jellison said.

An unfinished job

Asdecadesslipped by, the bones
and fragments sat in boxes at the
University of Indianapolis’ Hu-

man Identification Center, whose
staff helped excavate the remains.

Thatchanged after Eric Pranger
sent Jellison a Facebook message
in late 2022. The Indianapolis
man’s family had long believed his
older cousin, Allen Livingston, was
among Baumeister’s victims.

Livingston was 27 when he van-
ished in August 1993 after getting
into someone else’s car in down-
town Indianapolis. After hearing
about Baumeister three years lat-
er, his mother, Sharon Livingston,
and other relatives began suspect-
ing that Allen, who was bisexual,
was among the dead.

Jellison was about to take office
when Pranger asked if he could
help get some answers for his aunt,
who had serious health problems.

“How do you say to no to that?
That’s ourjob as coroners by statu-
te, to identify the deceased,” Jelli-
son said.

In late 2022, police took DNA
samples from Sharon Livingston
and one of her daughters. Jellison
began working with a team that in-
cludesthe Indiana State Police, the
FBI, the Human Identification
Center, local law enforcement and
aprivate company that specializes
in forensic genetic genealogy.

Some closure for family

Staff at the Human Identifica-
tion Center, where the remains are
stored in a temperature- and hu-
midity-controlled space, selected
some of the most promising bones
for DNA analysis.

At the Indiana State Police Lab-
oratory, scientists cut out sections
of bone, froze them with liquid ni-
trogen and pulverized them into a
fine powder. They then used heat
and chemicals to break open bone
cells in the first step toward ex-
tracting a full DNA profile.

Nearly ayear after hearing from
Pranger, Jellison announced in
October 2023 that a ninth Bau-
meister victim had been identi-
fied: Allen Livingston.

Sharon Livingston finally re-
ceived some form of closure. She
died in November 2024.

“It made me happy to be able to
do this for my aunt,” Pranger, 34,
said. “After Allen was identified I
was so excited and then after the
fact I asked myself, ‘Now what? I
got answers, but what about all the
other families?”” Pranger added.

The other victims

Jellison said about 40 DNA sam-
ples have been submitted by peo-
ple who believe a missing male rel-

Rick CALLAHAN / AP

White doves are released on Aug. 29, 2024, in Westfield, Ind., during the dedication of a memorial to the
nine known victims of suspected serial killer Herbert Baumeister.

Rick CALLAHAN / AP

Shannon Doughty and her cousin, Eric Pranger, embrace during the
dedication of the memorial. Her brother, Allen Livingston, was one of

the victims.

ative may have been killed by Bau-
meister. He said those are entered
into the FBI’s Combined DNA In-
dex System, or CODIS, but are
used solely for identifying missing
people.

The coroner and his partners
hope to get more DNA samples
from relatives of men from across
the U.S. who vanished between the
mid-1980s and mid-1990s. They
noted the men may have been trav-
eling and stopped in Indianapolis
to visit friends or sample its night-
life.

To date, scientists have extract-
ed eight unique DNA profiles—all
male — from more than 70 of the
100 bones that were sent to the In-
diana State Police Laboratory by
Dr. Krista Latham, the Human
Identification Center’s director.

One matched DNA samples pro-
vided by Livingston’s mother and
sister. Four matched four of the
eight men first identified in the
1990s: Jeffrey Jones, Manuel Re-
sendez,Johnny Bayerand Richard
Hamilton.

The three other DNA profilesre-
main unidentified and two are still
undergoing testing. Those three
have boosted Baumeister’s pres-
umed victims to12.

Jellison and his partners say
their identification effort could
take several more years to com-
plete.

Most of the bones were crushed
and burned, reducing their poten-
tial toyield usable DNA. Latham, a
professor of biology and anthro-
pology, said bone fragments
deemed in poor shape are being
held back from the destructive
testing process in hope that future
DNA technologies can unlock their
secrets.

She noted some of the men may
have been estranged from rela-
tives or ostracized because of their
sexuality.

For the ongoing work, Jellison
has obtained DNA reference sam-
ples from relatives of seven of the
eight men originally identified in
the 1990s. The eighth man, Steven
Hale, was adopted and efforts tolo-

. DArRrRON CummiNGs / AP
Pranger holds an urn that

contains the ashes of Allen
Livingston.

cate biological relatives have thus
far failed, the coroner said.

Honoring the victims

As remains are identified, piece
by piece, families can opt to have
them cremated and interred at a
memorial dedicated in August in
Westfield. Itincludesaplaque with
the names of the nine identified
victims, with room for more
names.

Linda Znachko, whose nonprofit
Indianapolis-based ministry He
Knows Your Name, paid for the
monument, said at the memorial’s
dedication that the identification
campaign “will bring honor to
those who lost their lives at the Fox
Hollowtragedy.” Remainsbelong-
ingto Livingston and Jeffrey Jones
were added to the memorial’s os-
suary and white doves were re-
leased during the dedication.

Livingston’s younger sister,
Shannon Doughty, attended with
several relatives, including Pran-
ger. She said it was a relief finally
knowing what happened to her
brother, despite his tragic end.

“At least you know,” said
Doughty, 46. “You wanted to know
but you didn’t want to know. But
you needed to know.”
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Many states reexamining historical markers

By ERrika BoLsTAD
Stateline.org

Most Revolutionary War histo-
ry buffs know the story of Francis
Marion, the Continental Army of-
ficer called the Swamp Fox for his
guerrilla-style attacks that bede-
viled British forces in South Car-
olina’s backcountry. But volun-
teers and historians have identi-
fied S60 Revolutionary War battle
sites and other places of interest
with connections to the state’s role
in the nation’s founding.

“While we all love Francis Ma-
rion, let’s talk about some other
people,” said Molly Fortune, exec-
utive director of SC250, the com-
mission charged with restoring
the public memory of the state’s
Revolutionary War legacy. To do
that, they’re reviving forgotten
historical markers as well as in-
stalling new ones and making
them all easier to find from the
highway or online.

As the United States prepares to
commemorate the 250th anniver-
sary of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence in 2026, many states are
inventorying, mapping and re-
pairing old historical markers, as
well as installing hundreds of new
roadside signs, plaques and inter-
pretive panels. In South Carolina,
the focus is on sharing lesser-
known stories of women, children,
Native Americans, enslaved and
free Black people and even the
Loyalists who sympathized with
King George III.

Beyond re-engaging with less-
er-known stories, many states see
the national commemoration,
known as America250, as an op-
portunity to refresh their heritage
tourism offerings. But it’s also an
occasion to reexamine markers or
monuments with questionable
historical facts or outdated lan-
guage.

The renewed interest in the ac-
curacy or cultural sensitivity of
the nation’s historical markers is
part of the wider discourse over
who or what belongs on a pedestal
or a bronze plaque, and where
they should be sited. Since the
2020 murder of George Floyd,
those efforts have led to the re-
moval of Confederate monuments
as well as the toppling of statues
honoring Christopher Columbus
and artwork that extols westward
expansion without telling the sto-
ry of the effects on the Indigenous
people displaced by settlement.

Markers that reflect more in-
clusive stories make history rele-
vant to more people, said Jason
Hanson, the chief creative officer
of History Colorado, which oper-
ates museums around the state
and administers Colorado’s regis-
ter of historic places. When histo-
ry is incomplete or told only by
those with the money or power, it
strips complexity and nuance
from the American story, render-
ing it less accurate and vibrant.
The roadside panels and bronze

plaques affixed to buildings are
how many people encounter the
nation’s history, Hanson said.

“They really are some of the
most accessible and valued histo-
ry lessons that we have,” he said.
Satanic imps

That history can be lopsided, in-
accurate or racist, according to an
NPR investigation in 2024 that
looked at 180,000 historical mark-
ers across the nation. For exam-
ple, the investigation found that
about 70% of markers for historic
plantation homes failed to men-
tion that its owners bought and
sold enslaved people and used
their labor to construct the man-
sions.

Among the problematic exam-
ples NPR found was a Michigan
marker celebrating a woman who
“successfully defied frenzied In-
dians who invaded the premises
and lapped from the basement
floor whiskey which she had emp-
tied from the barrels.” In Texas, a
marker praises Primus Kelly, an
enslaved Black man, for demon-
strating loyalty during the Civil
War — describing him as “typical
of most Texas Negro slaves. Hun-
dreds ‘went to war’ with their mas-
ters.”

Many markers, especially those
installed by private individuals,
stretch the definition of “history.”
A Massachusetts marker, for ex-
ample, indicates the former site of
a mill operated by a wizard who
employed satanic imps to run it at
night, while a sign in New Hamp-
shire marks the spot where a Port-
smouth couple had a close en-
counter with a UFO in 1961 — and
experienced two hours of “lost
time.”

In Colorado, the state found re-
cently that 96% of listings on its
state register of historical sites
were places connected primarily
to the history of white men, Han-
son said. To mark the state’s 150th
anniversary in 2026, Colorado will
begin adding 150 new sites and
markers highlighting the history
of women, people of -color,
LGBTQ+ people and other histor-

JoHN J. LARosA/TNS

Men dressed as Revolutionary War soldiers march towards boats ready to cross the Delaware River during
a Washington Crossing reenactment in Washington Crossing Pennsylvania in December 2022.

ically underrepresented com-
munities. The state will ask com-
munity groups to nominate who
and what should be on the mark-
ers.

Markers or monuments often
were paid for by people who want-
ed to tell a particular story, mean-
ing that those with money were
the only ones leaving a lasting
mark. Even now, historical mark-
ers are expensive. In Michigan,
for example, large markers cost
$4,700, before installation. Some
states appropriate money for new
markers, but often, local commun-
ities must find the cash.

But an investment in heritage
tourism can and does pay off, said
South Carolina’s Fortune. She and
other public historians have per-
suaded their state legislature not
only to fund new markers but also
to pay for new highway signs
alerting visitors to historic sites.
It’s an effort she says boosts the
rural communities where many
markers are located.

“People want to walk and listen
and hear and connect with their
ancestors,” Fortune said.

MaTT ROURKE/AP

A car passes a Pennsylvania Historical Marker for Revolutionary War
Gen. Anthony Wayne in Paoli, Pa., in November 2021.

‘The whole story’

In 2023, Virginia’s Department
of Historic Resources began add-
ing dozens of historical markers
signifying Green Book sites, plac-
es that accommodated Black trav-
elers safely during the Jim Crow
era. They’re also adding nine new
markers that, among other things,
tell the origin story of Mountain
Dew soda, the discriminatory ra-
cial history of the first heart trans-
plant in the state, and the backsto-
ry of lesser-known Virginians who
participated in the Lewis and
Clark expedition.

The Washington State Histori-
cal Society began taking a closer
look at its markers in 2020, identi-
fying 42 as potentially problemat-
ic. Most commemorate white set-
tlement and were placed by a
handful of individuals who “just
decided that these were the places
that they were going to put monu-
ments up,” said Dylan High, the
statewide partnerships coordina-
tor for the agency.

In recent months, the historical
society has hosted public meet-
ings to examine how the markers
portray the history of westward
expansion. Among those under re-
view is a 1925 marker with a state-
ment asserting that the “civiliza-
tion of Washington started at Van-
couver,” the site of an 1806 fort on
the Columbia River for the Lewis
and Clark expedition, and a subse-
quent Hudson’s Bay Company fur
trading post.

Such statements erase the pres-
ence of Indigenous people who
lived in the area for thousands of
years before the arrival of Euro-
pean explorers. The narratives
weren’t created in consultation
with tribal people of the land, said
Polly Olsen, who is Yakama and
the tribal liaison for the Burke
Museum in Seattle. It comes from
a settler narrative of “the first
schools, the first church, these civ-

ilized practices or, you know, ‘civi-
lization began here,’ ” Olsen said
in an interview with KIRO News-
radio.

As they’ve traveled the state of
Washington, High said, they’ve
found that most people don’t want
old markers removed. Sometimes,
it’s impractical: The Vancouver
marker sits in a traffic island, un-
noticed by most passersby, and
would be costly to move. Instead,
High said, people want to add new
interpretive panels or new mark-
ers nearby to tell “the whole story
of the history.” Most people are
wary of anything that seems as
though it is “rewriting history,” a
phrase the state agency tries to
avoid.

“That kind of implies that the
history of what happened some-
how is somehow changed,” High
said. “What we are really interest-
ed in saying is that there is more to
the context of that history of what
happened than just what that
monument represents or im-
plies.”

“And to be very specific about
it,” High added, “what is not rep-
resented is very often the tribe’s
perspective and the experience of
our tribal communities around the
state.”

Sometimes, states must point
out hard truths, Fortune said. She
points to Henry Laurens, a
wealthy South Carolinian planter
who was president of the Conti-
nental Congress in 1777 and 1778
and the only American to be held
captive in the Tower of London.
He was also a partnerin a Charles-
ton firm that brokered the sale of
more than 8,000 enslaved Afri-
cans.

“We’re in the business of telling
history the way it was,” Fortune
said. “So it can be good, bad and
ugly. Henry Laurens owned
slaves. That’s just a fact. Just say
it’s a fact.”
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Southern US to &

feel next round
of bitter cold

By PATRICK WHITTLE
AND BRIAN WITTE
Associated Press

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The next
round of bitter cold was set to enve-
lop the southern U.S. on Tuesday,
after the first significant winter
storm of the year blasted a huge
swath of the country with ice, snow
and wind.

The immense storm system
brought disruption even to areas of
the country that usually escape
winter’s wrath, downing trees in
some Southern states, threatening
a freeze in Florida and causing
people in Dallas to dig deep into
their wardrobes for hats and
gloves.

On Tuesday morning, the wind
chill temperature was 16 degrees
Fahrenheit at Dallas/Fort Worth
International Airport, according to
the National Weather Service. A
low-pressure system was expected
to form as soon as Wednesday near

south Texas, bringing the potential
of snow to parts of the state that in-
clude Dallas, as well as to Oklaho-
ma, Arkansas and Louisiana.

“As we go through the next few
days, we’re still going to be seeing
those colder-than-normal temper-
atures,” said Peter Mullinax, a me-
teorologist with the weather ser-
vice in College Park, Md. “We’re
going to see areas of snow and ice
start to take shape across northern
Texas, southern Oklahoma as we
get into Thursday morning.”

Snow and ice are expected to
make their way farther south into
the lower Mississippi Valley, some
of it “pretty disruptive,” he said.

Lingering snow and ice in the
central Plains through the Ohio
Valley into the Atlantic is likely to
stick around for a few days, Mulli-
nax said. That will create opportu-
nities for constant re-freezing, and
black ice, which may create
treacherous travel conditions in
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Jason Stirling of Terry's Towing hooks up a semi-trailer that got stuck in the snow Monday when its driver
turned west onto Big Bend from Kirkwood Road in Kirkwood, Mo.

some areas for the next few days.

The polar vortex that dipped
south over the weekend kept much
of the country east of the Rockiesin
its frigid grip Monday, making
many roads treacherous, forcing
school closures, and causing wide-
spread power outages and flight
cancellations. Some experts say
such cold air outbreaks are hap-
pening more frequently, paradox-
ically, because of a warming
world.

Ice and snow blanketed major
roads in Kansas, western Nebras-
ka and parts of Indiana, where the

National Guard was activated to
help stranded motorists. The
weather service issued winter
storm warnings for Kansas and
Missouri, where blizzard condi-
tions brought wind gusts of up to 45
mph. The warnings extended to
New Jersey into early Tuesday.

A Kentucky truck stop was
jammed with big rigs forced off an
icy and snow-covered Interstate 75
on Monday just outside Cincinnati.
A long haul driver from Los An-
geles carrying a load of rugs to
Georgia, Michael Taylor said he
saw numerous cars and trucks

stuck in ditches and was dealing
with icy windshield wipers before
he pulled off the interstate.

“It was too dangerous. I didn’t
want to kill myself or anyone else,”
he said.

The eastern two-thirds of the
U.S. dealt with bone-chilling cold
and wind chills Monday, with tem-
peratures in some areas far below
normal.

More than 2,300 flights were
canceled and at least 9,100 more
were delayed nationwide as of
Monday night, according to track-
ing platform FlightAware.

Death toll
in Honolulu
fireworks
blast rises

Associated Press

HONOLULU — A 3-year-old
boy who died Monday was the
fourth person to succumb to inju-
ries from a massive explosion of
fireworks on New Year’s Eve at a
Honolulu home, and a doctor said
six others faced long recoveries in
Arizona, where they were sent tobe
treated for severe burns.

The blast also killed three wom-
en and injured more than 20 peo-
ple, many of whom have burns over
most of their bodies.

The Honolulu medical examiner
identified the toddler as Cassius
Ramos-Benigno. The cause and
manner of death were listed as
pending.

After the disaster, Hawaii’s lead-
ers intensified their oft-repeated
calls to crack down on the state’s
vast illegal fireworks trade with
stepped-up enforcement and grea-
ter penalties.

The U.S. military flew six of the
injured to Phoenix for treatment on
Saturday because Hawaii’s lone
burn unit doesn’t have enough ca-
pacity to care for all the victims.

They are all in their 20s or 30s

Marco GARciA / AP

People walk past the home where a New Year's Eve fireworks
explosion killed and injured people on Wednesday in Honolulu.

and have extensive burns, Dr. Ke-
vin Foster, the director of the Ari-
zona Burn Center, said at a news
conference streamed online.

The person with the least has
burns over 45% of their body while
the most has burns over nearly 80%
of their body. Each of the six is us-
ing a breathing tube and five are in
medically induced comas.

Foster said they are all doing “ve-
ry well” and have good vital signs.
But it will be six months to a year
before any are able to return to any-
thing resembling a normal life,
Foster said. Four patients will like-
ly have toremain intubated and in a
coma for weeks, he said.

The patients will likely suffer
post-traumatic stress disorder,

Foster said, adding the burn center
has two full-time psychologists and
a psychiatrist hospital on staff to
help them.

“There’s something uniquely
and particularly horrifying about
being burned, especially from this
type of injury,” Foster said. “And
we anticipate that all of these pa-
tients are going to have some ad-
justment issues.”

Honolulu authorities say a per-
son attending a party lit a bundle of
aerial fireworks, which fell on its
side and shot explosives into two
crates that contained additional ae-
rials. Video of the resulting explo-
sion shows a rapid series of blasts
shooting fireworks in the air and
around the front of a house.

Forecasters warn ot
fire risks with strong
winds in California

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Winds began
gaining strength across Southern
California on Tuesday, as forecast-
ers warned of powerful, dry gusts
that could bring down trees, dam-
age homes and bring extreme fire
risk to areas that haven’t seen sub-
stantial rain in months.

The National Weather Service
said what could be the strongest
windstorm in more than a decade
would begin in the afternoon
across Los Angeles and Ventura
counties and peak in the early
hours of Wednesday, when gusts
could reach 80 mph. Isolated gusts
could top 100 mph in mountains
and foothills.

The weather service warned of
possible downed power lines and
knocked-over big rigs, trailers,
and motorhomes. Strong offshore
gusts will also bring dangerous
conditions off the coasts of Orange
and Los Angeles counties, includ-
ing Catalina Island, and potential
delays and turbulence could arise
atlocal airports.

Southern California Edison said
it was considering preemptively
cutting power starting Tuesday to

more than 415,000 utility custom-
ersacross seven counties. San Die-
go Gas & Electric said it could shut
service to more than 64,000 cus-
tomers. In recent years, California
utilities have routinely de-ener-
gized electrical lines as a precau-
tion against weather conditions
that might damage equipment and
spark afire.

The upcoming winds will act as
an “atmospheric blow-dryer” for
vegetation, bringing a long period
of fire risk that could extend into
the more populated lower hills and
valleys,accordingto Daniel Swain,
aclimate scientist with the Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles and
the National Center for Atmo-
spheric Research.

“Wereally haven’t seen aseason
as dry as this one follow a season as
wet as the previous one,” Swain
said during a Monday livestream.

Southern California hasn’t seen
more than 0.1 inches of rain since
early May. Much of the region has
fallen into moderate drought con-
ditions, according to the U.S.
Drought Monitor. Meanwhile, up
north, there have been multiple
drenching storms.
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Trip to Kyiv by Trump’s Ukraine envoy is on hold

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — An upcoming
trip to Kyiv by U.S. President-
elect Donald Trump’s special en-
voy for Ukraine and Russia has
been canceled but will be resche-
duled, Ukrainian Foreign Minis-
ter Andrii Sybiha said Tuesday.

The planned meetings between
Keith Kellogg, a retired three-star
general who has long been
Trump’s top adviser on defense is-
sues, and Ukrainian officials are

“extremely important,” Sybiha
said.

“I am confident that this meet-
ing will take place in its own time,”
he said during a news conference
with his visiting Icelandic coun-
terpart. “We are in contact to
clearly define the timeline for its
organization and to ensure that
the meeting is as meaningful as
possible.”

Trump’s arrival in the White
House on Jan. 20 injects another

measure of uncertainty into how
the almost 3-year-old war might
unfold and whether it can end in
the foreseeable future.

Ukraine relies on Western —
and especially U.S. — military
backing to keep fighting. But
Trump has criticized the billions
of dollars the Biden administra-
tion has spent on Ukraine.

He has also said he could end
the war in 24 hours, though he
hasn’t elaborated on how he might

do that.

Ukrainian officials are eager to
sway Trump on sticking with Uk-
raine. President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy has praised Trump’s
“strength” and said the American
president’s “unpredictability”
could work in Ukraine’s favor.

Ukrainian forces are clinging
on to their diminishing defensesin
the eastern stronghold of Kurak-
hove, where Russian attackers
have recently pushed forward af-

ter a monthslong battle, a military
official said Tuesday.

Russia’s Defense Ministry
claimed Monday its units had tak-
en Kurakhove.

Defending troops are holding
their positions on the town’s west-
ern outskirts, as Russian forces
pummel urban areas in a tactic
they have used across eastern and
southern Ukraine, according to
Viktor Trehubov, the local Ukrai-
nian army spokesperson.

Rain leads to tflooding, travel
disrupted in parts of the UK

Associated Press

LONDON — Dozens of people were res-
cued Monday from flooded homes and
stranded cars as a soggy and cold spell con-
tinued to disrupt life across parts of the U.K.
and more wintry weather was expected.

Hundreds of schools were closed for the
first day of classes of 2025, trains were halt-
ed and commuters experienced headaches
as sections of highways and major roads
were closed from high water and snow that
made driving hazardous.

Much of the U.K. has been hit by strong
winds and periods of precipitation that
struck before New Year’s Day and snuffed
out several fireworks displays and other
celebrations. Several communities have
faced significant flooding since the start of
the year.

Warnings that flooding was expected
were issued in nearly 200 places in England
by late Monday afternoon. Several train
lines were shut down or experiencing de-
lays due to floodwaters or trees that had
fallen on tracks.

The body of a man found Monday in a

flooded area near the River Aire in north-
ern England was believed to have gone in
the water over the weekend, North York-
shire police said. They were seeking his
identification.

Leicestershire and neighboring Lincoln-
shire in the English Midlands declared ma-
jorincidents as they responded to hundreds
of calls for help as waterways spilled over
their banks and turned roads into rivers, bu-
rying cars up to their roofs.

Nearly 60 people were rescued from
swamped homes and vehicles, the Leices-
tershire fire service said on the X social
media platform. Emergency workers were
trying to pluck children from a school in
Edenham, where they were safe but strand-
ed, the Lincolnshire Resilience Forum post-
ed on X.

One woman was rescued from a car by a
pub owner who waded up to his chest in fri-
gid floodwaters to pull her from the vehicle
and carry her to safety.

Cimi Kazazi, the owner of the Italian
Greyhound in Great Glen, had arrived at his
business in the morning to find it partially
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People walk their dogs through heavy snowfall in Saddleworth, England, on Tuesday.

under water, Luigi Salcini, the pub manag-
er told The Associated Press.

The woman had tried to drive to her
house when her car, covered with a dusting
of snow from the night before, got stuck.
Eventually the water rose up to the win-

dows.

“She started to drive but realized the car
was deeper and she started going down with
the water,” Salcini said. “She started to
scream, ‘Help’ and we came out and Cimi
went to rescue her.”
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Man trapped in a circling
Waymo misses his flight

CA LOS ANGELES — A

Los Angeles man said
he recently missed his flight home
after getting trapped on his way to
the airport in a Waymo that
wouldn’t stop making circles in a
parking lot.

L.A. tech entrepreneur Mike
Johns posted a video three weeks
agoon LinkedIn of his call to a cus-
tomer service representative for
Waymo to report that the car kept
turning in circles and that he was
nervous about missing his flight.

“I got a flight to catch. Why is
this thing going in a circle? I'm get-
ting dizzy,” Johns said. “It’s cir-
cling around a parking lot. I got my
seat belt on. I can’t get out of the
car. Has this been hacked? What’s
going on? I feel like I’'m in the mo-
vies. Is somebody playing ajoke on
me?”

The customer service represen-
tative told Johns to open his Way-
mo app and that she would try to
pull the car over, but seemed to
struggle with getting the vehicle to
stop.

1 person killed, another
injured in large avalanche

WY JACKSON — An

avalanche Kkilled one
skier and injured another after the
group they were in triggered the
large snowslide while ascending a
mountain in western Wyoming.

The avalanche happened Satur-
dayin abackcountry area about 20
miles east of Grand Teton National
Park.

Asthe group of four people went
up a steep slope at an elevation of
10,400 feet, a large slab of snow
about S feet thick broke away and
slid, fully burying the victim and
partially burying a second skier,
according to Teton County Search
and Rescue and the Bridger-Teton
Avalanche Center.

Authorities received an alert
about the accident just before
noon. It took rescuers almost four
hours to reach the scene by skis af-
ter a helicopter tried to reach the
site but had to turn around be-
cause of stormy weather.

Plan to enable voters to
repeal, create state laws

w MADISON — Wiscon-

sin Gov. Tony Evers is
reviving his plan to let voters re-
peal and create state laws without
legislative involvement, this time
through the state budget.

Evers told reporters on Friday
the state budget he plans to unveil
next month will include amandate
that legislators take up a constitu-
tional amendment allowing voters
to petition for ballot proposals to
repeal state statutes and create
new ones. The Democratic gover-
nor crafted a similar proposal in
2022 for voters torepeal the state’s
1849 abortion ban, but Republi-
cans killed the plan.

Wisconsin is one of 24 states that
do not provide a way for people to

There she is

WILLIE J. ALLEN JR., ORLANDO SENTINEL/AP

Confetti falls around Abbie Stockard, Miss Alabama 2024, as she’s crowned the new Miss America 2025 at the Walt Disney Theatre at the Dr.
Phillips Center for Performing Arts in Orlando, Fla., on Sunday.

reject or enact statutes outside of
the legislative process, according
to Ballotpedia.

Pope names like-minded
ally as new archbishop

D WASHINGTON —

Pope Francis on Mon-
daynamed Cardinal Robert McEl-
roy of San Diego as the archbishop
of Washington, tapping one of his
most progressively like-minded
allies to head the Catholic Church
inthe U.S. capital at the start of Do-
nald Trump’s second administra-
tion.

McElroy, 70, replaces Cardinal
Wilton Gregory, who at 77 is two
years beyond the normal retire-
ment age for bishops and steps
down after having navigated the
fallout of a new eruption of the
clergy sexual abuse crisis.

The Vatican announced the ap-
pointment in a bulletin Monday,
the Catholic feast of the Epiphany.

Supreme Court asked to
halt special election

M ST. PAUL — The

state Republican
Party and conservative Minnesota
Voters Alliance have asked the
state Supreme Court to void Gov.
Tim Walz’s decision to hold a spe-
cialelection Jan. 28 for a DFL-held
House seat.

The legal challenge is among
the unsettled issues that will de-
termine which party controls the
Legislature in the 2025 session,
which starts in just more than a
week. Republicans will begin the

session with a 67-66 advantage in
the House because the Roseville-
area seat was left open after a
court order voided a DFLer’s vic-
tory.

Until the December court order,
the DFL and GOP were to open the
session tied at 67 members each
and had been discussing a power-
sharing agreement. But now Re-
publicans say the 67-66 advantage
will allow them to elect a speaker
and control committee assign-
ments. DFLers disagree; they say
68 votes are needed for any House
action, including the election of a
speaker.

The GOP petition seeks to delay
the special election — and prolong
the party’s advantage.

Fire department slams
congestion pricing plan

NEW YORK — As New

York City ushered in its
long-awaited congestion pricing
plan, the FDNY sounded the alarm
over what it calls a looming public
safety crisis — one they warn
could mean slower response
times, longer shifts and millions of
dollars in extra costs.

The tolling program, the first of
its kind in the United States, was
introduced just after midnight on
Sunday, and imposes a toll on driv-
ers entering Manhattan’s busiest
areas, including parts of the Fi-
nancial District, Midtown, and
Lower Manhattan. The additional
$9 fee has long sparked controver-
sy, but the city’s firefighters are
now raising urgent concerns about
its impact on emergency services.

According to Jim Brosi, presi-
dent of the Uniformed Fire Offi-
cers Association, anumber of New
York’s bravest use their personal
vehicles to drive to firehouses in
need of additional personnel —but
the newly imposed toll is making
that financially unfeasible for
many, forcing the department to
rely on a fleet of just 1S vans to
transport firefighters. These veh-
icles, typically reserved for other
tasks — like picking up equipment
or visiting injured members —
will now be stretched thin in order
to shuttle firefighters between sta-
tions, he argued.

Lawsuit alleges ex-host
harassed hairstylist

c LOS ANGELES — A

woman who worked as
a hairstylist for Fox Sports alleges
in a lawsuit that former host Skip
Bayless made repeated, unwanted
advances toward her — including
an offer of $1.5 million to have sex
with him.

Attorneys for Noushin Faraji,
who was a hair stylist at Fox for
more than a decade, are seeking
unspecified damages from Bay-
less, Fox Sports and its parent
company, Fox Corporation, ac-
cording to a copy of the lawsuit
filed Friday in California Superior
Court in Los Angeles.

The complaint claims Fox exec-
utives fostered a hostile work envi-
ronment that allowed senior man-
agers and on-air personalities in-
cluding Bayless to abuse workers
without fear of punishment.

Fox Sports said in a statement

that it takes the allegations seri-
ously but had no further comment
given the pending lawsuit.

Spider monkey wearing
pink tutu escapes home

M JEFFERSON COUN-

TY — Deputies in
Missouri encountered a “ba-
nanas” situation when they came
face to face with a nearly-naked
suspect. But the suspect — a spi-
der monkey dressed in a tutu —
was no match for the Jefferson
County Sheriff’s Office.

The department said in a Jan. 3
post on Facebook that the spider
monkey was staying at a home
whenit pried open a door and went
outside.

Multiple people reported the ti-
ny creature “monkeying around”
near an intersection, according to
the sheriff.

“The monkey actually kind of
came up (to a deputy K-9 handler)
and tugged on his pant leg, and so
he didn’t really know what to do.
He squatted down and was trying
to offer some sort of safety,” Pub-
lic Safety Information Coordina-
tor Grant Bissell told KTVI.

“After careful negotiations and
some coaxing, deputies were able
to get close enough to go ‘hands on’
with the subject and bring this ba-
nanas situation under control
without incident,” the sheriff’s of-
fice said.

The monkey was then brought
back to its caretaker, according to
the department.

From Associated Press and Tribune News Service
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Seacrest spins ratings gold
as ‘Wheel of Fortune’ host

By STEPHEN BATTAGLIO
Los Angeles Times

There is nothing like a familiar
face to serve up TV’s ultimate
comfort food.

In September, Sony Pictures
Television handed the keys to its
game show “Wheel of Fortune” to
Ryan Seacrest, broadcasting’s
iron man. Nielsen data show
“Wheel of Fortune” averaging 7.9
million viewers through Dec. 1, up
3% from a year ago during long-
time host Pat Sajak’s final season.

“Wheel” has more viewers than
every network nonsports prime-
time series, with the exception of
CBS’ “60 Minutes” and “Tracker.”
More than S8 million people have
tuned into some portion of the pro-
gram this season. More people
watch “Wheel” and its companion
show “Jeopardy!” in the 7 p.m.
hour than on any single streaming
service, including Netflix.

The bump in ratings for
“Wheel” comes as traditional TV
viewing continues to decline. The
show gained viewers as the num-
ber of people watching TV overall
fell 9% during the same period.

Durability has been a hallmark
of “Wheel,” which on Monday
marked SO years since it pre-
miered on NBC’s daytime lineup.
The game, where contestants
guess the letters of a mystery
word or phrase, has been part of
the TV landscape ever since, sur-
viving huge changes that have
splintered the mass audience.

But a major test for the popular-
ity of any TV show is when the star
is replaced. Sajak had hosted the
syndicated version of “Wheel”
since it launched in 1983 and be-
came an evening ritual for mil-
lions of viewers. He decided to
hang it up at the end of the 2023-24
season.

“It was a pivotal moment for

TNS

“Wheel of Fortune,” which
premiered 50 years ago, has
strong ratings behind hosts
Vanna White and Ryan Seacrest.

us,” said Suzanne Prete, president
of game shows for Sony. “It’s per-
sonal to the viewers. Pat is like a
family member to them.”

Seacrest is a well-known quan-
tity. He holds down mornings on
KIIS-FM in Los Angeles, hosts
“American Idol” and counts down
the ball drop in Times Square for
“Dick Clark’s New Year’s Rockin’
Eve.” In 2023, he finished a suc-
cessful six-year run as Kelly Ri-
pa’s co-host on the daily talk show
“Live.” He has largely steered
clear of controversy.

When Sony considered succes-
sors for “Wheel,” Seacrest was at
the top of Prete’s wish list. “If T had
the choice of anybody in the world,
it would have been Ryan,” she
said.

Once he secured the job, Sea-
crest asked for videos of past
shows so he could study the nu-
ances of the game. Prete was
ready to send him SO recent epi-
sodes.

“He said, ‘No, I want to see ev-
ery episode,” Prete said. There
are 8,000.

“When he stepped on the set, it
was like he’d been doing it his
whole life,” Prete said.

Golden Globes ratings hold steady

From wire reports

An average of 10.1 million view-
ers tuned into the 82nd Golden
Globes across CBS and Para-
mount+, Dick Clark Productions
said Monday, roughly matching
the audience for last year’s broad-
cast.

CBS reported ratings figures
from VideoAmp rather than the
industry standard audience mea-
surement service, Nielsen. Para-
mount Global, which owns CBS, is
in a contract dispute with Nielsen.

At a time when most traditional
linear telecasts are in decline,
holding steady from last year’s
Globes audience is sure to count
as a success for the Nikki Glaser-
hosted broadcast. Last year’s
show, the Globes’ first on CBS,
drew an audience of 9.4 million,
according to Nielsen.

Before the pandemic, though,

the Globes typically drew closer to
20 million viewers. In 2020, 18.4
million watched the Globes.

Zendaya, Holland engaged

“Spider-Man: Homecoming”
co-stars Zendaya Coleman and
Tom Holland are engaged accord-
ing to several media reports, near-
ly nine years after meeting on set
of the superhero film.

Despite the 28-year-old “Dune”
star’s solo appearance on the
Golden Globes red carpet on Sun-
day, eagle-eyed red carpet onlook-
ers spotted aring on Zendaya’s left
hand that fueled engagement
speculation.

It appears the supplier of the
ring was indeed longtime beau
Holland, 28. A source close to the
famously private couple con-
firmed to TMZ that the couple got
engaged over the holidays.

FOX

On “Special Forces: World’s Toughest Test,” celebrities such as professional athletes Cam Newton, sec-
ond from right, and Marion Jones-Thompson, right, endure a boot camp led by former operatives.

Coming soon:

Ethel Cain,

psychics, ‘Special Forces’

Associated Press
Here’s a collection curated by The Associated
Press’ entertainment journalists of what’s arriving
on TV, streaming services and music platforms this
week.

Movies

B One of the best American documentaries of last
year, Lana Wilson’s “Look Into My Eyes,” will be
available to stream on Max on Wednesday. The film
takes views into the lives of several New York City
psychics — their sessions, their homes, their own sto-
ries — creating a rather profound portrait of human-
ity. Wilson, who has also made documentaries about
Taylor Swift with “Miss Americana” and Brooke
Shields with “Pretty Baby,” came to understand that
perhaps it doesn’t matter whether it’s real or not. “I
had trivialized it and seen it as this silly thing, despite
the fact that millions of people around the world en-
gage in it,” Wilson said. “You can believe or not be-
lieve the supernatural part of this, but there’s this hu-
man connection that is undeniably going on.”

B British comedian Nick Frost (“Hot Fuzz”)
wrote and stars in the comedic horror “Get Away,”
about a family on a vacation to an unwelcoming is-
land that’s full of strange and sinister happenings.
But they’re stubbornly determined to continue the
holiday in spite of it. “Get Away” begins streaming on
Shudder on Friday.

— AP Film Writer Lindsey Bahr

Music

B Ethel Cain, the Southern Gothic persona of
Hayden Anhedoénia, has long entranced her listeners
with a kind of lethargic approach to pop songwriting
— opting for plain-sung dirges on religiosity and
Americana like an edgier, alternative universe Lana
Del Rey than full-on bangers (with the exception of
her best-known cut, “American Teenager.”) On
Wednesday, she will release a follow-up to her debut
“Preacher’s Daughter,” the provocatively titled
“Perverts,” further journeying into her meditative
approach to music-making. The first song shared
from the album is a nearly seven-minute droning pi-

ano lament, “Punish.” Expect more ambience, cold
and slow moving.
— AP Music Writer Maria Sherman

Television

B Two popular and addictive reality competition
shows featuring celebrities return this week with
new seasons. First up is Fox’s “Special Forces:
World’s Toughest Test,” premiering Wednesday,
where acting, reality TV and sports stars convene for
aboot camp led by former Special Forces operatives.
Season 3 features Denise Richards, Brody Jenner,
Cam Newton, Stephen Baldwin and Trista Rehn and
Ali Fedotowsky-Manno of “The Bachelorette.” They
attempt grueling tasks like jumping onto a helicopter
from a speedboat and treading water for a long time
(while they’re being berated) in the name of tough-
ness and bragging rights. Episodes stream on Hulu.

B Peacock’s hit “The Traitors,” hosted by Alan
Cumming, returns on Thursday. Here, famous faces
come together in Scotland for a compelling game of
strategy and manipulation with a cash prize at the
end. “The Traitors” won outstanding reality competi-
tion program at last year’s Emmy Awards.

B “Yellowstone” meets “Game of Thrones” on
Netflix’s new limited series called “American Prime-
val,” premiering Thursday. The six-episode show fol-
lows settlers during the westward expansion and
stars Taylor Kitsch and Betty Gilpin. Like the “Yel-
lowstone” prequel “1883,” this new series depicts
how the fight for land in the American west was a vio-
lent one.

B Noah Wyle returns to where we first met him —
in the emergency room — for his new series “The
Pitt.” This time, Wyle’s character, Dr. Michael “Rob-
by” Robinavitch, is an experienced doctor at a fic-
tional Pittsburgh hospital. Each episode follows one
hour of Dr. Robby’s 15-hour shift. John Wells, who
was the showrunner of “ER,” is an executive produc-
er. Writer Michael Crichton wrote the pilot script for
“ER,” and his estate has sued Warner Bros. Televi-
sion, calling “The Pitt” an unauthorized rebranded
version of “ER.” “The Pitt” debuts Thursday on Max.

— Alicia Rancilio
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OPINION

Privatize USPS? Not in an era of crony capitalism

By TyLER COWEN
Bloomberg Opinion

resident-elect Donald Trump is

said to be interested in the privati-

zation of the U.S. Postal Service, a

prospect that also appeals to his
DOGE praoject and its allies in Congress. Yet
debating this issue — and privatization more
generally — is almost pointless without first
defining terms. “Privatization” can be good,
bad or uncertain.

The best kind of privatization is when pri-
vate suppliers can replace state provision
outright. Consider Poland in the 1980s, when
most of the economy was state-owned and
state-run. After the fall of communism in
1991, many of those state-owned businesses
were replaced with private corporations.
Since then, Poland has gone from being a
poor country to one with living standards
close to those of Western Europe.

Privatization is not the only reason, of
course, but it was an essential part of the sto-
ry. Whenitcomestofood and consumer prod-
ucts, for instance, it is much better to let the
market operate.

But Poles did not privatize everything.
They generally left water companies and
electricity providers in the public sector, for
example. This is the second category of priv-
atizations: those that are uncertain in their
impact.

Water and electricity are two essential ser-
vices where there is no easy way to get priv-
atization exactly right. It is simply impracti-
caltohave many firms selling the producttoa
single group of households — not in the same
way that,say, many cow farmers can produce
and sell cheese. It coststoomuchtolay the ba-
sic piping or wires.

One option is to have a private entity with
monopoly privileges but regulated prices.
Anotheris to have a set of “common carrier”
wires and allow multiple producers to use the
network onregulated terms of access. A third
is just to have the government own and run
the company.

Involving the private sector may give bet-
ter incentives for cost reduction as well as in-
novation, since profit maximization is a
strong impetus for those kinds of improve-
ments. The efficiency of the private compa-
ny, however, is also a source of problems. A
private company may be efficient at lobbying
the government for cronyist privileges. That
may lead to higher prices, overly generous
reimbursement for cost increases, tougher
barriers to entry, or entrenched technologies
that favor the incumbent.

In other words: If embedded in an imper-
fect system, corporate efficiency is not al-
ways a pure virtue.

In the U.S., privately owned and publicly
owned water utilities show, on average,
roughly equal performance. Perhapsthatisa
disappointing result, but it is consistent with
the “public choice” theories favored by many
free-market economists.

A third kind of privatization is when busi-
ness adds a layer of activity to a preexisting
government function. For instance, some
states have “privatized” their Medicaid ser-
vices by outsourcing Medicaid provision to
private health insurers. The Medicaid pro-
gram has not gone away or been turned over
to the private sector — rather, companies
have arole in administering the system.

This kind of “layered” privatization, like
the second kind of privatization, can work out
either for the better or for the worse. One re-

cent study shows this privatizationincreased
the costs of Medicaid significantly without
providing offsetting benefits. The private
companies have done a good job — for them-
selves—ofextractingmorerevenue fromthe
system. Yet Medicare Cost Advantage,
which creates a privatelayer of service on top
of Medicare, run by insurance companies,
does offer significant benefits to those who
opt forit.

The lesson here is that talk of “privatiza-
tion” per se is meaningless without elucidat-
ing which kind of privatization is under con-
sideration. One class of privatizations, such
asinPoland,isclosetoan unalloyed good,and
economists are right to tout it. But in a large
number of other cases, which are frequent in
modern Western democracies, privatization
works only when judiciously applied.

Given those categories, what about the
USPS? Under a 2018 plan, a privatized postal
service would save money by delivering the
mail fewer days per week and sending it to
more centralized locations, rather than to
people’s doorsteps. Not everyone, including
many members of Congress, finds that desir-
able. I have questions of a different sort:
Namely, how good would a newly involved
private company be at manipulating the fed-
eral government to get extra delivery subsi-
dies, entry barriers and price privileges?

Maybe postal privatization can work, but it
is unlikely to succeed in an environment of
crony capitalism. And at least so far, that
seemstobe whatisontap fromthe Trump ad-
ministration.

Tyler Cowen is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist, a professor of
economics at George Mason University and host of the Marginal
Revolution blog. This column does not necessarily reflect the
opinion of the editorial board or Bloomberg LP and its owners.

Look beyond media’s scare stories to see progress

By ArRTHUR 1. CYR
Special to Stars and Stripes

‘ ‘ et a smile be your umbrella
... a smile will always pay.”
That is from a tune which

became very popular
through a 1957 recording by singer Bing
Crosby.

By custom and habit, this writer regularly
— though not always — devotes a column
relatively early in the New Year to positive
and encouraging economic, political, social
and other trends in our world.

That becomes increasingly necessary, as
well as more educational, as the years go by.
Our television and radio media more and
more focus on catastrophes of various kinds:
geophysical, meteorological and human.

This does not mean our world has become
more dangerous, difficult or disaster prone.
Rather, radical transformation is overturn-
ingestablished media, and many other areas
of our lives, driven significantly by technol-
ogy.

Holman Jenkins, contrarian columnist
for The Wall Street Journal, writes regularly
with great insight on media hysteria. This
constant fear reflects not objective reality
but rather the tremendous challenges con-
fronting those businesses.

Theirs is not the real world in which the
vast majority of the population lives and
works.

Consequently, describing significant pos-
itive developments and trends is more nec-
essary than ever. First on the list, and per-
haps most important, from which many oth-

er great benefits derive, is the dramatic in-
crease in the average human lifespan.

This is particularly pronounced in eco-
nomically advanced nations. In industrial
nations, the average human lifespan dou-
bled in the 20th century. Stephen Moore and
Julian Simon describe and analyze this
transformation in detail in the Cato Insti-
tute’s “It’s Getting Better all the Time.”

Second, there is the extraordinary recent
movement of the vast mass of people in the
world out of abject poverty. As recently as
1980, approximately one-half of the popula-
tion on the planet lived in “extreme pover-

The World Bank defines that condition as
below $2.15 per day valued in 2017 dollars,
an estimate that takes account of drastically
different costand price structuresin various
countries and regions. Less than that
amount means essential conditions of life
cannot be met.

Through the long sweep of human history,
the vast majority of the population lived in
destitution, unhealthy misery, and often
starvation. Imminent death was a fact of life.
Thatis no longer the case.

The COVID-19 pandemic interrupted this
progress. Nevertheless, still less than 10% of
the world’s population is now in that terrible
state.

Third,democracyisspreading. Asrecent-
ly as four decades ago, the people of Latin
America lived almost uniformly in various
degrees of authoritarian regime.

Today, Cuba is the only remaining dicta-
torship in the Americas. Despite pervasive

and ruthless state political control, the des-
perate need for foreign investment is forc-
ing even Havana’s geriatric communists to
loosen their iron grip.

Oncetiny Costa Rica was abeacon of free-
dom south of our border. Now that light
spreads throughout the Americas. Even the
autocrats currently in charge in Venezuela
are obliged to face the people, in referenda
as well as elections.

Likewise, genuinely representative gov-
ernments are spreading in Africa, Asia, and
elsewhere. Japan, South Korea and Taiwan
are sometimes overshadowed by negative
news from China and North Korea. That is
unfortunate. The three democracies repre-
sent vital progress.

Undeniably, free competitive economies
and representative democracies are inter-
connected. Adam Smith’s classic “The
Wealth of Nations” appeared in 1776, the
year the American Revolution began.

A principal exception to the prevailing
good news is the danger and prevalence of
wars, large and small. Ukraine remains a
costly, devastating tragedy, in danger of
spreading. Armed conflicts in Africa in fact
are becoming more prevalent.

Our military vigilance remains essential.

Yet, for Americans, perhaps our greatest
danger is our own media-fueled fears, re-
flected today in sensationalist and extremist
sentiments.

Calm realism is required. Successful
businessman Bing Crosby would agree.

Arthur 1. Cyr is author of “After the Cold War.”
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SCOREBOARD

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

AP Men’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, and total
points based on 25 points for a first-place
vote through one point for a 25th-place

vote and previous ranking.

Record Pts Prv

1. Tennessee (45) 14-01484 1
2. Auburn (15) 13-11453 2
3.lowa St. 12-11369 3
4. Duke 12-21309 4
5. Alabama 12-21260 5
6. Kentucky 12-21154 10
7. Marquette 13-21134 8
8. Florida 13-11045 6
9.UConn 12-3 964 11
10. Texas A&M 12-2 924 13
11. Kansas 10-3 809 7
12. Houston 10-3 768 14
13. lllinois 11-3 693 22
14. Mississippi St. 13-1 690 17
15. Oregon 13-2 624 9
16. Michigan St. 12-2 616 18
17. Oklahoma 13-1 553 12
18. Gonzaga 12-4 469 19
19. Memphis 12-3 384 21
20. Purdue 11-4 374 20
21. West Virginia 11-2 277 -
22.UCLA 11-3 234 15
23. Mississippi 12-2 219 24
24. Michigan 11-3 160 -
25. Utah St. 14-1 119 -

Others receiving votes: Pittsburgh 91,
Arkansas 62, Nebraska 62, Baylor 32, Wis-
consin 31, St. John’s 27, San Diego St. 26,
Cincinnati 22, Clemson 19, Maryland 7,
Georgia 6, St. Bonaventure 6, Texas Tech 6,
Indiana 6, Missouri 5, Arizona 3, Dayton 1,

Georgetown 1, Vanderbilt 1, Xavier 1.

USA Today Men’s Top 25

The USA TODAY Sﬁorts Top 25 men’s
basketball poll, with team’s RECORDS
THROUGH SUNDAY in parentheses, total
points based on 25 for first place through
one point for 25th, ranking in last week’s

poll and first-place votes received.

Pts Prv 1st
1 Tennessee (14-0) 765 1 21
2 Auburn (13-1) 749 2 10
3 lowa State (12-1) 711 3 0
4 Duke (12-2) 670 4
5 Alabama (12-2) 651 6
6 Marquette (13-2) 581 8
7 Kentucky (12-2) 560 11
8 Florida (13-1) 529 5
9 Texas A&M (12-2) 488 12
10 Connecticut (12-3) 461 13
11 Houston (10-3) 454 14
12 Kansas (10-3) 438 7

13 Mississippi State (13-1) 372 16
14 Michigan State (12-2) 350 15

OO0 0000000000000 O0ODO0OO0ODOO0OO0OO

15 lllinois (11-3) 300 20
16 Oklahoma (13-1) 287 10
17 Oregon (13-2) 284 9
18 Gonzaga (12-4) 246 19
19 Purdue (11-4) 228 22
20 Memphis (12-3) 192 25
21 UCLA (11-3) 147 18
22 Mississippi (12-2) 119 23
23 West Virginia (11-2) 110 NR
24 Michigan (11-3) 98 NR
25 Utah State (14-1) 73 NR

Dropped out: No. 17 Cincinnati (10-3);
No. 21 Baylor (9-4); No. 24 Maryland (11-4).

‘Others receiving votes: Baylor (9-4) 49;
Cincinnati (10-3) 38; Pittsburgh (12-2) 32;
San Diego State (9-3) 25; St. John’s (12-3)
24; Clemson (12-3) 10; Maryland (11-4) 9;
Georgia (12-2) 5; Arizona (8-5) 4; Nebraska
(12-2) 4; Indiana (12-3) 3; Vanderbilt (13-1)
3; Wisconsin (11-3) 3; Arkansas (11-3)
1;Texas Tech (10-3) 1; UC San Diego (13-2)
1.

Monday’s men’s scores
EAST
Norfolk St. 73, Delaware St. 64

SC State 85, Coppin St. 77
Wisconsin 75, Rutgers 63

SOUTH
Alabama A&M 79, MVSU 67
Alabama St. 93, Ark.-Pine Bluff 91

McNeese St. 92, Northwestern St. 69
SE Louisiana 79, Texas Rio Grande Valley

Texas A&M-CC 97, New Orleans 83
MIDWEST

Ohio St. 89, Minnesota 88, 20T
South Florida 91, Wichita St. 72

SOUTHWEST

Houston 65, TCU 46

Houston Christian 83, Stephen F. Austin
73

Lamar 72, Incarnate Word 58

Nicholls 83, East Texas A&M 61

Southern U. 84, Prairie View 80

Texas Southern 71, Grambling St. 66, OT

Men’s Top 25 schedule
Wednesday’s games

( (l)\lo.)S Alabama (12-2) at South Carolina
10-4
No. 9 UConn (12-3) at Villanova (10-5)
No. 10 Texas A&M (12-2) at No. 17 Okla-
homa (13-1)
No. 11 Kansas (10-3) vs. Arizona St. (10-3)
No. 13 lllinois (11-3) vs. Penn St. (12-3)
No. 18 Gonzaga (12-4) vs. San Diego (4-

12)
No. 23 Mississippi (12-2) at Arkansas
(11-3)

Thursday’s games

No. 15 Oregon (13-2) at Ohio St. (9-5)

No. 16 Michigan St. (12-2) vs. Washing-
ton (10-5)

No. 20 Purdue (11-4) at Rutgers (8-6)

Friday’s game
No. 22 UCLA (11-3) at Maryland (11-4)
Saturday’s games

No. 1 Tennessee (14-0) at Texas (11-3)
(181%)2 Auburn (13-1) at South Carolina
No. 3 lowa St. (12-1) at Texas Tech (10-3)
No. 4 Duke (12-2) vs. Notre Dame (7-7)
gl:lo 5 Alabama (12-2) at No. 10 Texas
A
No. 6Kentucky(12 -2) at No. 14 Mississip-
St. (13-1)

No. 8 Florida (13-1) at Arkansas (11-3)
No.9 UConn (12-3) at Georgetown (12-2)
No. 11 Kansas (10-3) at Cincinnati (10-3)
No. 12 Houston (10-3) at Kansas St. (7-6)
(gng' 13 lllinois (11-3) vs. Southern Cal
No. 17 Oklahoma (13-1) at Georgia (12-2)
( 51%.)18 Gonzaga (12-4) vs. Washington St.
13-
) Ng. 19 Memphis (12-3) vs. East Carolina
8-7
No. 23 Mississippi (12-2) vs. LSU (11-3)
No. 25 Utah St. (14-1) vs. Boise St. (11-4)

AP Women’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ women’s college basketball poll,
with first-place votes in parentheses, and
total points based on 25 points for a first-
place vote through one point for a 25th-
place vote and previous ranking.

pi

Record Pts Prv
1. UCLA (30) 15-0 798 1
2. South Carolina 14-1 760 2
3. Notre Dame (2) 12-2 732 3
4. Southern Cal 14-1 694 4
5. Texas 15-1 651 5
6.LSU 17-0 624 6
7.UConn 13-2 611 7
8. Maryland 14-0 608 8
9. Ohio St. 14-0 512 10
10. Oklahoma 13-2 490 9
11.TCU 15-1 488 11
12. Kansas St 15-1 462 12
13. Georgia Tech 15-0 423 13
14. Duke 12-3 368 14
15. Kentucky 13-1 359 16
16. Tennessee 13-1 316 15
17. West Virginia 12-2 261 18
18. Alabama 15-1 247 19
19. North Carolina 13-3 241 17
20. Michigan St. 12-2 187 21
21. NC State 11-3 178 22
22.Utah 12-2 99 -
23.lowa 12-3 86 23
24. California 14-2 74 20
25. Michigan 10-4 56 24

Others receiving votes: Florida St. 18,
Vanderbilt 18, Mississippi 14, Harvard 10,
Minnesota 7, Oklahoma St. 5, Washington
2, Mississippi St. 1.

Monday’s women’s scores
EAST
Norfolk St. 94, Delaware St. 54
SOUTH
Coppin St. 84, SC State 38

Women’s Top 25 schedule
Wednesday’s games

No. 4 Southern Cal (14-1) at No. 8 Mary-
land (14-0)
No. 7 UConn (13-2) vs. Xavier (5-9)
( No.)9 Ohio St. (14-0) at No. 25 Michigan
10-4
No. 11 TCU (15-1) at Kansas (11-3)
(121%) 12 Kansas St. (15-1) at No. 22 Utah
;‘% 17 West Virginia (12-2) at Texas Tech

5\[3.) 20 Michigan St. (12-2) at Nebraska

Thursday’s games

No. 2 South Carolina (14-1) vs. Texas
A&M (8-6)
N7o. 3 Notre Dame (12-2) vs. Wake Forest

7-

(1[5\101.)5 Texas (15-1) vs. No. 18 Alabama
No. 6 LSU (17-0) at No. 16 Tennessee
-1

3

No. 10 Oklahoma (13-2) at Miss. St. (13-3)

No. 13 Georgia Tech (15-0) vs. Virginia
Tech (10-4)

No. 14 Duke (12-3) at No. 19 North Caroli-
na (13-3)

No. 15 Kentucky (13-1) at Florida (10-6)

No.21 NC State (11-3) at No. 24 Cal (14-2)

No. 23 lowa (12-3) at lllinois (11-4)

Monday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

TEXAS RANGERS — Traded RHP Owen
White to Cincinnati in exchange for cash
considerations. Agreed to terms with RHP
Chris Martin on a one-year contract. Des-
ignated RHP Matt Festa for assignment.

National League

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Traded INF
Gavin Lux to Cincinnatiin exchange for mi-
nor league OF Mike Sirota and the Reds’
competitive balance pick Ainthe 2025 first
year player draft.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Agreed to
terms with 1B Jake Bauers on a minor
league contract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

DETROIT PISTONS — Signed G Ron Har-
?er %r. and F Tolu Smith to two-way con-
racts.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed WR
Andre Baccellia, CBs Jaden Davis and Dar-
ren Hall, OL Matthew Jones, WR Tejhaun
Palmer, TE Bernhard Seikovits and DL Ben
Stille to reserve/futures contracts.

ATLANTA FALCONS — Signed DT Junior
Aho, WRs Phillip Dorsett Il, Dylan Drum-
mond and Jesse Matthews, RB Elijah Dot-
son, OGs Joey Fisher and Jovaughn Gwyn,
DBs Lamar Jackson and Benny Sapp Ill, QB
Emory Jones, DE Khalid Kareemand OT Ty-
rone Wheatley, Jr. to reserve/futures con-
tracts.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Signed TE Jor-
dan Matthews, OLs Brandon Walton, Ja-
'Tyre Carter,and Andrew Raym, TE Domin-
ique Dafney, WRs Dax Milne and T.J. Luth-
er, RB Emani Bailey, OLBs Thomas Incoom
and Kenny Dyson to reserve/futures con-
tracts.

CHICAGO BEARS — Signed OLs Ricky
Stromberg, Chris Glaser and Theo Bene-
det, WRs John Jackson and Samori Toure,
LB Carl Jones, DL Jamree Kromah, QB Aus-
tin Reeds and TE Joel Wilson to reserve/fu-
tures contracts.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Fired defensive
coordinator Lou Anarumo.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed G Javion
Cohen, S Trey Dean, DEs Marcus Haynes
and Elerson Smith, TE Tre’ McKitty, Ts Ju-
lian Pearl, Lorenzo Thompson and Roy
Mbaeteka and K Andre Szmyt to reserve/
futures contracts.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Signed G Jack An-
derson, DBs Luq Barcoo and Troy Pride, DT

Denzel Daxon, WRs Kelvin Harmon, Jalen
Moreno-Cropper and Seth Williams, LBs
Brock Mogensen and Luiji Vilain to re-
serve/futures contracts. Signed QB Will
Grier and LB Darius Harris to contract ex-
tensions for the 2025 season.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed QB Ja-
son Bean, RB Salvon Ahmed, LBs Austin
Ajiake and Liam Anderson, S Marcel Dabo,
CB Alex Johnson, TEs Sean McKeon and Al-
bert Okwuegbunam Jr., DE Durell Nchami,
DT Pheldarius Payne, Gs Atonio Mafi and
Josh Sills and WRs D.J. Montgomery and
Laquon Treadwell to reserve/futures con-
gacc;cls Fired defensive coordinator Gus

ra

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Fired head
coach Doug Pederson. Signed TE Shawn
Bowman, DBs Christian Braswell and Zech
McPhearson, WRs Joshua Cephus and
Austin Trammell, T Dennis Daley and C
Dieter Eiselen to reserve/futures con-
tracts.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Signed DEs David
Agoha and Ovie Oghoufo, Ts Gottlieb
Ayedze and Dalton Wagner, CBs M.J. De-
vonshire and Keenan Isaac, WRs Shedrick
Jackson, Tyreik McAllister and Kristian
Wilkerson, C Will Putnam, LB Brandon
Smith and RB Isaiah Spiller to reserve/fu-
tures contracts.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed DT
Marcus Harris, CB D.J. James, WR John
Jiles, T Caleb Jones, LB Andrew Parker Jr.,S
Mark Perry and K Parker Romo to reserve/
futures contracts.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Signed DT Ryd-
er Anderson, S Millard Bradford, QB Ben
DiNucci, T Josiah Ezirim, DB Tra FIueIIen,
TEs Michael Jacobson and Treyton Welch,
K Charlie Smythand RB Xazavian Valladay
to reserve/futures contracts.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Signed DLs Casey
Rogers and Ross Blacklock, Cc Jimmy Mor-
rissey and Bryan Hudson and K Jude McA-
tamney to reserve/futures contracts.

NEW YORK JETS — Signed OLs Zack Bai-
ley, Obinna Eze and Kohl Levao, RB Zach
Evans, TE Zack Kuntz, QB Adrian Martinez,
LB Jackson Sirmon, DB Tre Swilling, WR
Brandon Smith and Easop Winston to re-
serve/futures contracts.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Signed DLs Jo-
nathan Garvin and Tarron Jackson, OLs
Sebastian Gutierrez, Zack Johnson and
Drake Nugent, CB Chase Lucas, S Jaylen
Mahoney, QB Tanner Mordecai, WRs Te-
rique Owens and Trent Taylor and TE Ma-
son Pline to reserve/futures contracts.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Fired offensive
coordinator Ryan Grubb. Signed DT Quin-
ton Bohanna, CBs Ryan Cooper, Tyler Hall
and Damarion Williams, LBs Michael Dow-
ell, Jamie Sheriff and Tyreke Smith, C Mike
Novitsky, DE Kenneth Odumegwu, S Ty
Okada and WR Cornell Powell to reserve/

TENNIS

WTA Adelaide International 1

Tuesday
At Memorial Drive Tennis Centre
Adelaide, Australia
Purse: $1,064,510
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Seedings in parentheses

Women'’s Singles

Round of 32

Madison Keys, United States, def. Bea-
triz Haddad Maia, Brazil, 6-2, 6-1.

Maria Sakkari, Greece, def. Linda Nosko-
va, Czechia, 6-3, 6-3.

Liudmila Samsonova, Ru55|a, def. Marie
Bouzkova, Czechia, 1-6, 6-4, 6-

Jelena Ostapenko (8), LatV|a, def. Mag-
dalena Frech, Poland, 4-6, 6-1, 6-1.

Diana Shnalder (6), Ru55|a, def Katerina
Siniakova, Czechia, 6-3, 0-6, 6-0.

Ashlyn Krueger United States def. Mar-
ta Kostyuk, Ukraine, 4-6, 6-2, 6-2.

Women’s Doubles
Round of 16

Desirae Krawczyk, United States, and
Giuliana Olmos, Mexico, def. Nadiia Kiche-
nok, Ukraine, and Leylah Annie Fernandez,
Canada, 6-1, 6-4.

Bethanie Mattek-Sands, United States,
and Marie Bouzkova, Czechia, def. Irina-
Camelia Begu, Romania, and Marketa
Vondrousova, Czechia, 6-0, 6-3.

WTA Hobart International

Tuesday
At Hobart International Tennis Centre
Hobart, Australia
Purse: $275,094
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Seedings in parentheses

Women'’s Singles

Round of 32

Ann Li, United States, def. Sloane Ste-
phens, United States, 7-5, 6-1.

AnnaBlinkova, Russia, def. Bernarda Pe-
ra, United States, 7-5, 6-4.

Dayana Yastremska (1), Ukraine, def.
Katie Volynets, United States, 2-6, 6-4, 6-1.

Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Lulu Sun
(5), New Zealand, 4-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Maya Joint, Australia, def. Olga Danilov-
ic, Serbia, 6-2, 6-3.

Magda Linette (4), Poland, def. Varvara
Gracheva, Russia, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4.

Renata Zarazua, Mexico,
Bronzetti, Italy, 6-4, 6-3.

Amanda Anisimova (3), United States,
def. Daria Saville, Australia, 6-3, 6-3.

Women'’s Doubles
Round of 16

OliviaNicholls, Britain,and Tereza Miha-
likova (1), Slovakia, def. Kimberley Zim-
mermann, Belgium, and Quinn Gleason,
United States, 6-7 (3), 7-6 (4), 10-6.

def. Lucia

ATP World Tour
Adelaide International 1

Tuesday
At Memorial Drive Tennis Centre
Adelaide, Australia
Purse: $680,140
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Seedings in parentheses
Men’s Singles

Round of 32

Li Tu, Australia, def. James Duckworth,
Australia, 6-1, 7-5.

Marcos Giron, United States, def. Alek-
sandar Vukic, Australia, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3.

Manuel Guinard, France, def. Roman Sa-
fiullin, Russia, 7-6 (4 6, 6-1.

Miomir Kecmanovnc, Serb|a, def. Alex-
ander Bublik (6), Kazakhstan, 6-4, 6-2.

Arthur Cazaux, France, def. Adam Wal-
ton, Australia, 7-5, 6-1.

Brandon Nakashima (7), United States,
def. Yannick Hanfmann, Germany, 6-1, 2-6,
6-3.

Rinky Hijikata, Australia, def. David Gof-
fin, Belgium, 6-1, 6-2.

Men’s Doubles
Round of 32

Edouard Roger-Vasselin, France, and
Hugo Nys, Monaco, def. Jean-Julien Rojer,
Netherlands, and Adam Pavlasek, Cze-
chia, 6-3, 7-6 (5).

lvan Dodig, Croatia, and Skander Man-
souri, Tunisia, def. Luke Saville and Li Tu,
Australia, 6-4, 6-4.

Guido Andreozzi, Argentina, and Theo
Arribage, France, def. Arthur Rinderknech
a(r;d Manuel Guinard, France, 6-4, 6-7 (6),
10-4.

ATP World Tour ASB Classic

Tuesday
At ASB Tennis Arena
Auckland, New Zealand
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Seedings in parentheses
Men’s Singles
Round of 32

Luca Nardi, Italy, def. Flavio Cobolli (6),
Italy, 6-2, 1-1, ret.

Facundo Diaz Acosta, Argentma, def.
Cameron Norrie, Britain, 6-2, 6-3

Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, def. Gabriel Dial-
lo, Canada, 7-6 (5), 2-6, 7-6 (7).

Mariano Navone, Argentlna, def. Adrian
Mannarino, France, 7-6 (6), 6-7 (5), 6-1.

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. Yun-
chaokete Bu, China, 6-3, 6-4.

Nishesh Basavareddy, United States,
def. Francisco Comesana, Argentina, 6-2,
6-2.

Gael Monfils, France, def. Pedro Marti-
nez, Spain, 1-6, 7-6 (5), 6-3.

Jakub Men5|k Czechia, def. Pablo Carre-
no Busta, Spain, 6-2, 4-6, 7-5.

futures contracts.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed DTs McTel-
vin Agim, Abdullah Anderson and Isaiah
Iton, LB Curtis Bolton, OL Chandler Brewer,
CB Gabe Jeudy-Lally, OLB Kyron Johnson,
WR Stanley Morgan, TE Thomas Odukoya,
S Gervarrius Owens and T Isaiah Prince to
reserve/futures contracts.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

DALLAS STARS — Recalled RW Arttu Hy-
ry from Texas (AHL).

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Recalled D Tobias
Bjornfot from Charlotte (AHL).

MINNESOTA WILD — Recalled Fs Travis
Boyd and Brendan Gaunce and D Carson
Lamb from lowa (AHL). Designated Jared
Spurgeon for injured reserve.

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Recalled D
Kevin Gravel from Milwaukee (AHL).
Placed D Jeremy Lauzon on injured re-
serve.

OTTAWA SENATORS — Recalled C Jan Je-
nik and D Nikolas Matinpalo from Belle-
ville (AHL). Placed D Travis Hamonic onin-
jured reserve.

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS — Placed D Jake
McCabe on injured reserve. Recalled D
Marshall Rifai from Toronto (AHL).

VANCOUVER CANUCKS — Placed C Da-
kota Joshua on injured reserve. Recalled
RW Jonathan Lekkerimaki from Abbots-
ford (AHL).

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

LA GALAXY — Acquired $450,000 in 2025
General Allocation Money (GAM), $200,000
in 2026 GAM and a 2025 International Ros-
ter Slot from CF Montréal in exchange for
D Jalen Neal

NASHVILLE SOCCER CLUB — Traded two
international roster spots to LAFC in ex-
change for $350,000in 2025 General Alloca-
tion Money (GAM).

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION — An-
nounced M Noel Buck has returned from
his loan to Southampton FC. Acquired
$200,000 in 2025 General Allocation Money
(GAM) from San Diego FC in exchange for
M Emmanuel Boateng.

NEW YORK CITY FC — Named Pascal Jan-
sen head coach.

SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKE — Acquired
$50,000 in 2025 General Allocation Money
(GAM) and $50,000 in 2026 GAM from Aus-
tin FCin exchange for the No. 1 position in
the waiver order. Reached a transfer
agreement to sign F Brandon Vazquez
from CF Monterrey in Liga MX.

COLLEGE

CLEMSON — Fired defensive coordina-
tor Wes Goodwin.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

FCS playoffs

Championship
Monday, Jan. 6

North Dakota St. 35, Montana St. 32

NCAA Division lll playoffs

Championship
Sunday, Jan. 5

North Central (1ll.) 41, Mount Union 25
College Football Playoff

First Round
Dec. 20

No. 7 Notre Dame 27, No. 10 Indiana 17
Dec. 21

No. 6 Penn St. 38, No. 11 SMU 10
No. 5 Texas 38, No. 12 Clemson 24
No. 8 Ohio St. 42, No. 9 Tennessee 17

Quarterfinals
Dec. 31
Fiesta Bowl

Penn St. 31, Boise St. 14

Jan. 1
Rose Bowl

Ohio St. 41, Oregon 21
Peach Bowl
Texas 39, Arizona St. 31, 20T

Jan. 2
Sugar Bowl

Notre Dame 23, Georgia 10

Semifinals
Jan.9
Orange Bowl

Penn St. vs. Notre Dame

Jan. 10
Cotton Bowl

Texas vs. Ohio St.

National Championship
Jan. 20
Atlanta

Semifinal winners

Bowl glance

Jan. 2
Gator Bowl

Mississippi 52, Duke 20

Jan.3
First Responder Bowl
Texas St 30, North Texas 28
Duke’s Mayo Bowl

Minnesota 24, Virginia Tech 10

Jan. 4

Bahamas Bowl

Buffalo 26, Liberty 7
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Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB
Boston 26 10 .722 -
New York 24 13 649 2%
Philadelphia 14 20 412 11
Brooklyn 13 23 .361 13
Toronto 8 28 .222 18

Southeast Division
W L Pct GB

Orlando 22 16 .579 -
Atlanta 18 18 .500 3
Miami 17 17 .500 3
Charlotte 7 27 .206 13
Washington 6 27 .182 13%

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Cleveland 31 4 .886 —
Milwaukee 18 16 529 12%
Indiana 19 18 514 13
Detroit 18 18 500 13%2
Chicago 17 19 472 14,

Western Conference

Southwest Division
w L Pct GB

Houston 23 12 .657 —
Memphis 24 13 .649 —
Dallas 20 16 .556 3%
San Antonio 18 18 .500 5%
New Orleans 7 29 .194 16%

Northwest Division
w L Pct GB

Oklahoma City 30 5 .857 —
Denver 20 14 .588 92
Minnesota 18 17 .514 12
Portland 12 23 .343 18
Utah 9 25 .265 20%

Pacific Division
w L Pct GB

L.A. Lakers 20 15 571 -
L.A. Clippers 20 16 .556 V2
Golden State 18 17 .514 2
Sacramento 18 19 .486 3
Phoenix 16 18 471 3%

Monday’s games

Detroit 118, Portland 115
Phoenix 109, Philadelphia 99
Milwaukee 128, Toronto 104
Indiana 113, Brooklyn 99
Orlando 103, New York 94
Memphis 119, Dallas 104
Chicago 114, San Antonio 110
Minnesota 108, L.A. Clippers 106
Sacramento 123, Miami 118, 20T

Tuesday’s games

Houston at Washington
Phoenix at Charlotte

L.A. Lakers at Dallas
Minnesota at New Orleans
Atlanta at Utah

Boston at Denver

Miami at Golden State

Wednesday’s games

Chicago at Indiana
Oklahoma City at Cleveland
Washington at Philadelphia
Detroit at Brooklyn

Toronto at New York
Portland at New Orleans
L.A. Clippers at Denver

San Antonio at Milwaukee

Thursday’s games

Golden State at Detroit
Minnesota at Orlando
Toronto at Cleveland
Houston at Memphis
Portland at Dallas
Atlanta at Phoenix
Miami at Utah
Charlotte at L.A. Lakers

Scoring leaders
Through Monday

G FG FT PTS AVG
28349182 884 31.6

Antetokoun., MIL

DeRozan, Kings hold off Heat in 20T

Associated Press

Sacramento, Calif — DeMar
DeRozan scored nine of Sacra-
mento’s 11 points in the second
overtime, and the Sacramento
Kings beat the Miami Heat 123-
118 to extend their winning streak
to a season-high five games under
interim coach Doug Christie.

DeRozan finished with 30
points on 12-for-26 shooting. Do-
mantas Sabonis had 21 points, 18
rebounds and 11 assists as the
Kings (18-19) won their second
straight without injured point
guard De’Aaron Fox.

Malik Monk scored 23 points,
Keon Ellis had 17 and Keegan
Murray added 14 points and 12 re-
bounds.

Jaime Jaquez Jr. had a triple-
double with 16 points, 12 re-
bounds and 10 assists for the Heat
(17-17). Tyler Herro scored 26 but
was called for a costly 8-second
violation toward the end of the
fourth quarter.

Terry Rozier added 18 points
and Haywood Highsmith had 14.

Pistons 118, Trail Blazers
115: Cade Cunningham had 32
points and nine assists as host De-
troit reached .500 for the first
time after New Year’s Day since
2019 with a win over Portland.

Tim Hardaway Jr. added 26
points for Detroit and Jalen Du-
ren had 14 points and 12 re-
bounds. The Pistons (18-18), who
were 3-33 after 36 games a season
ago, have won seven of eight.

Anfernee Simons had 36 points
and nine assists for Portland,
while Shaedon Sharpe had 20
points, eight assists and eight re-
bounds. The Trail Blazers led by
22 points in the first half.

Suns 109, 76ers 99: Bradley
Beal came off the bench for the
first time in nine years and scored
25 points as visiting Phoenix end-
ed a four-game skid with a win
over Philadelphia.

Beal was shifted to a reserve
role before the game and scored
20 points in the second half as the
Suns overcame an early 12-point
deficit and won for the second
time in nine games.

Tyrese Maxey had 31 points
and 10 assists for the Sixers, who
were missing Joel Embiid, who

SArA NEvis/AP

Sacramento Kings forward DeMar DeRozan drives to the basket with Miami Heat guard Jaime Jaquez Jr.
defending during the second half Monday in Sacramento, Calif. The Kings won 123-118 in double overtime.

was sidelined with a left foot
sprain. Kelly Oubre added 26
points as Philadelphia lost for the
third time in four games.

Pacers 113, Nets 99: Tyrese
Haliburton scored 23 points,
Bennedict Mathurin added 20
and visiting Indiana beat Brook-
lyn.

Pascal Siakam contributed 19
points and Obi Toppin scored 11
for the Pacers, who have won
three straight and nine of 12.

Day’Ron Sharpe had 16 points
and 13 rebounds, Tyrese Martin
added 1S points and Noah Clow-
ney scored 14 for the Nets, who
have lost 10 of 13.

Magic 103, Knicks 94: Cole
Anthony scored 24 points, Wen-
dell Carter Jr. had a season-high
19 off the bench and visiting Or-
lando shut down a New York team
missing Karl-Anthony Towns for
a victory.

Kentavious Caldwell-Pope add-
ed 1S points for the Magic, who
are missing their top four scorers

because of injuries but didn’t
need too much offense the way
they defended. They limited the
Knicks to 4-for-22 shooting from
3-point range and didn’t allow a
make in the second half until Cam
Payne’s basket with 8.2 seconds
remaining.

Bucks 128, Raptors 104:
Giannis Antetokounmpo had 11
points, 13 assists and 12 rebounds
for his fourth triple-double of the
season, Damian Lillard scored 25
points and visiting Milwaukee
beat struggling Toronto.

Bobby Portis scored 20 points,
Gary Trent Jr. had 17 against his
former team and Brook Lopez
added 16 for the Bucks. Milwau-
kee outscored the Raptors 63-24
in bench points and handed To-
ronto its 13th loss in 14 games.

Bulls 114, Spurs 110: Coby
White made a go-ahead layup
with 47 seconds left, and host Chi-
cago topped Victor Wembanyama
and San Antonio.

Zach LaVine had 3S points, 10

rebounds and eight assists for the
Bulls, who trailed by 19 before
rallying in the fourth quarter. Ni-
kola Vucevic had 24 points and 11
boards, and White finished with
23 points.

Grizzlies 119, Mavericks 104:
Jaren Jackson Jr. had 35S points,
13 rebounds and five assists to
lead host Memphis to a victory
over Dallas.

Scotty Pippen Jr. finished with
18 points, while Jaylen Wells add-
ed 17 points and 11 rebounds as
the Grizzlies won for the 10th time
in their last 11 home games.

Timberwolves 108, Clippers
106: Anthony Edwards scored 28
of his 37 points in the second half
and host Minnesota overcame a
19-point first-half deficit to beat
Los Angeles.

Edwards, who had a career-
high S3 points in Saturday’s loss
at Detroit, finished 14 of 29 from
the field, including a pair of late
3-pointers for his eighth game
this season of 30-plus points.

Mavericks guardlrvmg out with back injury

Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Dallas guard Kyrie Irv-
ing is expected to miss one to two weeks with a
bulging disk in his back, and Mavericks coach Ja-
son Kidd said a timeline for his return was notim-

mediately known.

Kidd, speaking before Dallas lost to Memphis
119-104 Monday night, didn’t shed much light on

Irving

he’s out a week or two.”

When asked to give a time-
line for Irving’s recovery, Kidd
said: “Give me 48 hours to get
that answer.”

Irving is the Mavericks’ sec-
ond-leading scorer at 25.6
points per game, shooting close

Leading scorer Luka Doncic, who is averaging
28.1 points, 8.3 rebounds and 7.8 assists, was also
out Monday, missing his sixth game due to a left
calf strain.

With Irving and Doncic out, the Dallas offense
is missing 52.4 points per game.

“It’s important for everyone in uniform,” Kidd
said of making up the scoring shortage. “Being

Jokic, DEN 31372162 977 315
Gil.-Alexander, OKC 353862471,095 31.3
Tatum, BOS 33307186 928 28.1
Durant, PHO 24233135 658 27.4
Fox, SAC 35345172 933 26.7
Davis, LAL 33310213 857 26.0
Edwards, MIN 35317116 897 25.6
Wembanyama, SA 31287117 794 25.6
Maxey, PHI 28244132 711 25.4
Brunson, NY 36311206 912 25.3
Towns, NY 34309168 859 25.3
Lillard, MIL 27203169 668 24.7
Cunningham, DET 32292116 780 24.4
Irving, DAL 30269 98 729 24.3

the injury or when Irving could return.
“He’s out, so there’s nothing I can speculate or
comment (on),” Kidd said. “It’s been reported

t0 S0% from the field, including
41.1% from 3-point range.
Irving’sinjury is anotherblow to Dallas’ attack.

short-handed, it’s the next-man-up mentality. ...
We can’treplace Lukaor Ky, soit’s going to take a
team effort.”
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AbRIAN KrRAus/AP

Sabres right wing Alex Tuch celebrates after scoring during the second
period in Buffalo, N.Y., on Monday. The Sabres won 4-3 in a shootout.

NHL ROUNDUP

Tuch, Peterka lift
Sabres in shootout
win over Capitals

Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Alex Tuch
scored twice, JJ Peterka had the
deciding goal in the shootout and
the Buffalo Sabres defeated the
Washington Capitals 4-3 on Mon-
day night.

Tage Thompson also scored for
the Sabres. Ukko-Pekka Luukko-
nen made 2S saves and stopped
three of four shooters in the shoot-
out to end their three-game losing
skid. Tuch also scored during the
shootout.

Tom Wilson scored twice,
Aliaksei Protas added a goal and
an assist, and Charlie Lindgren
made 24 saves for the Capitals.

Peterka’s shootout winner came
after he skated slowly to the right
of Lindgren and snapped a shot
that beat him low to his left-hand
blocker side.

Canadiens 5, Canucks 4 (OT):
Nick Suzuki scored a power-play
goal 48 seconds into overtime and
also had two assists as host Mon-
treal beat Vancouver.

Lane Hutson also had a goal and
two assists, Cole Caufield had a
goal and an assist, and Kaiden

Guhle and Kirby Dach also scored
for the Canadiens. Sam Montem-
beault stopped 16 shots to help
Montreal win for the fifth time in
six games and eighth in its last 10.

J.T. Miller had two goals and
two assists, and Jake DeBrusk and
Jonathan  Lekkerimaki  also
scored for the Canucks, who have
lost seven of their last nine. Kevin
Lankinen made 19 saves.

Avalanche 3, Panthers 1: De-
von Toews scored twice, including
the go-ahead goal with 11:06 re-
maining, and host Colorado beat
Florida.

Mikko Rantanen added a late
empty-net goal to help the Ava-
lanche wrap up a four-game hom-
estand at 3-0-1. Rantanen’s score
allowed him to extend his points
streak to 14 games.

Devils 3, Kraken 2: Ondrej Pa-
lat scored the tiebreaking goal
early in the third period, and vis-
iting New Jersey beat Seattle.

Dawson Mercer had a goal and
an assist, and Paul Cotter also
scored to help the Devils snap a
four-game losing streak. Jacob
Markstrom had 21 saves.

NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Toronto 41 26 13 2 54 129 113
Florida 41 24 15 2 50 136 127
Boston 42 20 17 5 45 111 131
TampaBay 37 20 15 2 42 137 105
Montreal 40 19 18 3 41 122 136
Ottawa 38 19 17 2 40 112 111
Detroit 39 17 18 4 38 107 126
Buffalo 41 15 21 5 35 126 140

Metropolitan Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Washington 40 26 10 4 56 148 108
New Jersey 43 25 15 3 53 137 109
Carolina 40 24 14 2 50 135 114
Pittsburgh 41 17 17 7 41 125 152
Columbus 40 17 17 6 40 137 145
Philadelphia 40 17 18 5 39 123 144
N.Y.Rangers 39 18 20 1 37 113 123

N.Y.Islanders 40 15 18 7 37 108 128

Western Conference

Central Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Winnipeg 41 27 12 2 56 147 104
Minnesota 40 25 11 4 54 121 107
Colorado 41 25 15 1 51 140 131
Dallas 38 24 13 1 49123 95
St. Louis 41 1918 4 42 114 123
Utah 39 17 15 7 41113 118
Nashville 40 13 20 7 33 98 123
Chicago 40 13 25 2 28 102 137

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 39 27 9 3 57 139 105
Los Angeles 38 23 10 5 51 118 96
Edmonton 39 24 12 3 51 128 109
Vancouver 39 18 12 9 45 120 126
Calgary 39 18 14 7 43 105 120
Anaheim 39 17 18 4 38 101 118
Seattle 41 17 21 3 37 118 130
San Jose 42 13 23 6 32 110 149

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Monday’s games

Buffalo 4, Washington 3, SO
Montreal 5, Vancouver 4, OT
Colorado 3, Florida 1

New Jersey 3, Seattle 2

Tuesday’s games

Carolina at Tampa Bay
Columbus at Pittsburgh
Dallas at N.Y. Rangers
Edmonton at Boston
Ottawa at Detroit
Toronto at Philadelphia
Nashville at Winnipeg
St. Louis at Minnesota
Calgary at Anaheim
Vegas at San Jose

Wednesday’s games

Colorado at Chicago
Vancouver at Washington
Florida at Utah

Calgary at Los Angeles

Thursday’s games

Boston at Tampa Bay
Buffalo at Ottawa
Dallas at Philadelphia
Edmonton at Pittsburgh
New Jersey at N.Y. Rangers
Seattle at Columbus
Toronto at Carolina
Anaheim at St. Louis
Colorado at Minnesota
N.Y. Islanders at Vegas
Friday’s games
Chicago at Detroit
Montreal at Washington
Vancouver at Carolina
Los Angeles at Winnipeg
San Jose at Utah

Scoring leaders

Through Monday

GP G A PTS
Nathan MacKinnon,COL 41 14 52 66
Leon Draisaitl, EDM 39 29 30 59
Mikko Rantanen, COL 41 24 34 58
Mitch Marner, TOR 41 14 42 56
Nikita Kucherov, TB 35 17 38 55
Connor McDavid, EDM 36 15 39 54
Jack Eichel, LV 39 11 41 52
Kyle Connor, WPG 41 22 30 52
Kirill Kaprizov, MIN 34 23 27 50
Cale Makar, COL 41 13 36 49
Jesper Bratt, NJ 43 14 34 48
Jack Hughes, NJ 43 15 33 48
Martin Necas, CAR 40 15 32 47
Sam Reinhart, FLA 41 22 24 46
Mark Scheifele, WPG 41 23 23 46

Collide: Early matchup
of league’s best teams

could be Finals

FROM PAGE 24

Game. And at this rate, it won’t be
long before phrases like “home-
court advantage” and “No. 1 seed”
get bandied about in Cleveland
and OKC.

“It’s so hard to win in this
league. You know, there’s so much
parity,” Atkinson said. “I do think
you catch a wave, kind of a confi-
dence wave and then everything
flows. It seems like that’s what
we’ve caught. And it’s a collective
confidence. Sometimes it’s two or
three guys. We have 12 or 13 guys
that are playing with great confi-
dence on both ends.”

There’s a lot of that going
around the league right now.

There have been 16 teams this
season — more than half the
league — that have already had at
least one winning streak of five or
more games. New York just had a
nine-game winning streak broken
by the Thunder last Friday. Bos-
ton, Dallas, Milwaukee, Phoenix
and Oklahoma City (exclusive of
its current 15-game streak) have
all had seven-game streaks so far
this season.

But what the Cavs and Thunder
are doing is historic on multiple
levels. They are the first teams to
have winning streaks of 1S games
or more in the same NBA season
since Toronto and Milwaukee did
it in 2019-20.

And Wednesday will mark just
the third game in NBA history
when two teams on winning

preview

g

Oklahoma City Thunder (30-5)
at Cleveland Cavaliers (31-4)
AFN-Sports
1:15 a.m. Thursday CET
9:15 a.m. Thursday JKT

streaks of at least 10 games go
head-to-head. The others: Feb. 29,
2000, when the Los Angeles Lak-
ers played the Portland Trail Blaz-
ers (both were on 1l-game
streaks) and Jan. 26, 1995, when
the Utah Jazz played the Seattle
SuperSonics, before they moved
to OKC and became the Thunder
(both were on 10-game streaks).

Plus, this is the second time that
two NBA teams have gotten off to
30-S starts, or better, in the same
season. The other was 1971-72,
when the Lakers started 32-3 and
the Milwaukee Bucks started
30-5. They wound up meeting in
that season’s playoffs; Los An-
geles beat Milwaukee in the West
finals on its way to the NBA title.

If Cleveland and Oklahoma City
meet in this season’s playoffs, it’ll
be with the Larry O’Brien Trophy
on the line in the NBA Finals. And
with the way these clubs are play-
ing, there’s no reason to say that
isn’t a real possibility.

NATE BiLLiNGS/AP

The Thunder won their last matchup against the Cleveland Cavaliers
128-120 on Nov. 8, 2023, in Oklahoma City.
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Final statistics

AFC individual leaders NFC individual leaders
Quarterbacks Quarterbacks
Att Com Yds TD Int Att Com Yds TD Int
Burrow, Cin 652 460 4918 43 9  Goff, Det 539 390 4629 37 12
Jackson, Bal 474 316 4172 41 4 Mayfield, TB 570 407 4500 41 16
Mahomes, KC 581 392 3928 26 11 Smith, Sea 578 407 4320 21 15
Rodgers, NYJ 584 368 3897 28 11 Darnold, Min 545 361 4319 35 12
Herbert, LAC 504 332 3870 23 3 Purdy, SF 455 300 3864 20 12
Nix, Den 567 376 3775 29 12 Murray, Ari 541 372 3851 21 11
Allen, Buf 483 307 3731 28 6  Stafford, LAR 517 340 3762 20 8
Stroud, Hou 532 336 3727 20 12 Daniels, Was 480 331 3568 25 9
Tagovailoa,Mia 399 291 2867 19 7 Ca.Williams, Chi 562 351 3541 20 6
Ru.Wilson, Pit 336 214 2482 16 5 Cousins, Atl 453 303 3508 18 16
Rushers Rushers
Att Yds Avg LG TD Att Yds Avg LG TD
Henry, Bal 325 1921 59 87t 16 Barkley, Phi 345 2005 5.8 72t 13
Taylor, Ind 303 1431 4.7 70t 11 Robinson, Atl 304 1456 4.8 37t 14
Pollard, Ten 260 1079 4.2 41 5 Gibbs, Det 250 1412 5.6 70t 16
Harris, Pit 263 1043 4.0 36t 6 Jacobs, GB 301 1329 4.4 38t 15
Mixon, Hou 245 1016 4.1 59 11 K.Williams, LAR 316 1299 4.1 30 14
Cook, Buf 207 1009 4.9 65t 16 Hubbard, Car 250 1195 4.8 38t 10
C.Brown, Cin 229 990 43 40 7 A.Jones, Min 255 1138 45 41 5
Jackson, Bal 139 915 6.6 48t 4 Irving, TB 207 1122 54 56 8
Achane, Mia 203 907 45 61 6 Conner, Ari 236 1094 46 53 8
Dobbins, LAC 195 905 4.6 61 9 Dowdle, Dal 235 1079 46 27 2
Receivers Receivers
No Yds Avg LG TD No Yds Avg LG TD
Chase, Cin 127 1708 13.4 70t 17 Jefferson, Min 103 1533 149 97t 10
B.Thomas, Jac 87 1282 14.7 85t 10 London, Atl 100 1271 127 39 9
Jeudy, Cle 90 1229 13.7 89t 4  St.Brown, Det 115 1263 11.0 66t 12
Bowers, Las 112 1194 10.7 57t 5 Nabers, NYG 109 1204 11.0 59t 7
McConkey, LAC 82 1149 14.0 60t 7 Lamb, Dal 101 1194 11.8 65t 6
Wilson, NYJ 101 1104 109 42 7 McBride, Ari 111 1146 103 37 2
Sutton, Den 81 1081 13.3 47 8 Smith-Njigba, 100 1130 11.3 46 6
D.Adams, NYJ 85 1063 122 71t 8 Sea
Flowers, Bal 74 1059 143 53t 4  Kittle, SF 78 1106 142 43 8
Meyers, Las 87 1027 11.8 43 4 McLaurln, Was 82 1096 13.4 86t 13
A.Brown, Phi 67 1079 16.1 67t 7
Punters
Punters

No Yds Lg Avg

65 3304 71 50.8
73 3691 75 50.6

Cole, Las
Stonehouse, Ten

Scoring
Touchdowns

TDRush Rec Ret Pts
Cook, Buf 18 16 2 0 108
Henry, Bal 18 16 2 0 108
Chase, Cin 17 0 17 0 102
Allen, Buf 13 12 1 0 78

Kicking

PAT FG LG Pts

No Yds Lg Avg

Fox, Det 45 2295 68 51.0
Dickson, Sea 76 3756 68 49.4
Scoring
Touchdowns

TDRush Rec Ret Pts
Gibbs, Det 20 16 4 0 120
Jacobs, GB 16 15 1 0 96
K.Williams,LAR 16 14 2 0 96
Barkley, Phi 15 13 2 0 90
Kicking

PAT FG LG Pts

Boswell, Pit 35-35 41-44 57 158
Dicker, LAC 33-36 39-42 59 150 Aubrey, Dal 30/30 40/47 65 150
McLaughlin, TB 54/56 30/32 56 144

AFC team statistics NFC team statistics
AVERAGE PER GAME AVERAGE PER GAME
OFFENSE OFFENSE
Yards Rush Pass Yards Rush Pass
Baltimore 4249 187.6 237.4 Detroit 409.5 146.4 263.2
Cincinnati 365.5 92.6 272.9 TampaBay 399.6 149.2 250.4
Buffalo 359.1 131.2 227.9 San Francisco 376.3 127.2 249.1
Indianapolis 334.8 137.1 197.7 GreenBay 370.8 146.8 223.9
Kansas City 327.6 1053 2224  Atlanta 369.8 130.5 239.3
Miami 3254 105.6 219.8 Washington 369.6 154.1 215.6
Denver 324.6 112.2 212.4  Philadelphia 367.2 179.3 1879
L.A. Chargers 324.2 110.7 2135 Arizona 358.2 144.2 214.1
Houston 319.7 1123 207.4 Minnesota 346.9 109.1 237.8
Pittsburgh 3194 1274 192.0 Seattle 332.2 957 236.5
N.Y. Jets 3103 91.8 2185 L.A. Rams 3314 103.8 2275
Jacksonville 306.2 101.7 204.5 Dallas 327.5 100.3 227.2
Tennessee 304.2 109.1 195.1 New Orleans 320.1 114.9 205.2
Las Vegas 303.2 79.8 223.4 Carolina 298.0 110.5 187.5
Cleveland 300.8 94.6 206.2 N.Y.Giants 294.8 1049 189.9
New England 292.0 1158 176.2 Chicago 283.5 102.0 181.5
DEFENSE DEFENSE

Yards Rush Pass Yards Rush Pass
Tennessee 311.2 1339 177.3  Philadelphia 2784 1042 174.2
N.Y. Jets 313.8 121.1 192.6 GreenBay 3145 994 215.2
Miami 314.4 103.7 210.7 San Francisco 317.4 1246 192.8
Houston 315.0 114.0 201.0 Washington 3269 137.5 189.5
Denver 317.1 96.4 220.7 Seattle 332.7 120.8 211.9
Kansas City 320.6 101.8 2188 Minnesota 3354 93.4 242.0
Baltimore 324.2 80.1 244.1 Tampa Bay 341.8 97.8 2439
L.A. Chargers 3244 1175 206.9 Detroit 342.4 984 244.0
Pittsburgh 326.7 98.7 228.0 Arizona 3425 126.4 216.1
Las Vegas 333.1 1169 216.2 Atlanta 345.2 120.6 2245
Buffalo 3415 1155 226.1 N.Y. Giants 346.8 136.2 210.6
Cleveland 342.1 129.7 2124 L.A.Rams 353.1 130.0 223.1
New England 3429 131.4 2115 Chicago 354.2 136.3 2179
Cincinnati 348.3 124.8 2235 Dallas 355.2 137.1 218.1
Indianapolis 361.2 131.8 229.4 New Orleans 379.9 141.4 2385
Jacksonville 389.9 132.6 257.4 Carolina 404.5 179.8 224.7

GENEVA HEFFERNAN/AP

Denver Broncos wide receiver Courtland Sutton celebrates after catching a pass against the Kansas City
Chiefs on Sunday. Sutton reached the playoffs for the first time and earned a $500,000 bonus.

EHIND THE CAL

For players, incentives went
beyond playoffs, draft order

By ARNIE STAPLETON
Associated Press

DENVER — It’s not about the
money until it is.

The final weekend of the NFL
regular season brought the usual
intrigue over which teams would
clinch the final playoff spots —the
Buccaneers and Broncos — and
who would get the No. 1 overall
draft pick —the Titans — presum-
ably to choose between Colorado
QB Shedeur Sanders and his team-
mate, Heisman Trophy-winning,
two-way star Travis Hunter, in the
NFL draftin Green Bay.

Then, there were the smattering
of money-packed milestones for
some players who were within
reach of lucrative contract incen-
tivesin Week 18.

Tampa Bay receiver Mike
Evans had the most at stake. He
needed five catches totaling 85
yards for anextra $3 million, which
is one reason Baker Mayfield
didn’t just take a knee when the
Bucs got the ball back with 36 sec-
ondsleft up 27-19 on the Saints with
Evans sitting at eight receptions
for 80 yards.

That put his season total at 995
yards, threatening toend his streak
of 10 consecutive 1,000-yard sea-
sons.

So Mayfield threw to Evans,
whose 9-yardreception on the final
play of the game allowed him to
surpassthe1,000-yard mark forthe
11th straight season, tying Jerry
Rice for the most ever in the NFL
and settingoffawild celebrationby
teammates glad he got a piece of
history and that big bonus.

Seattle quarterback Geno Smith
needed 185 yards passing against

the Rams on Sunday to claim a $2
million bonus, and he threw for 223
yardsand four touchdownsin Seat-
tle’s 30-25 victory.

And Buffalo pass rusher Von
Miller’s sack of Drake Maye on
Sunday was his sixth of the year,
good for a $1.5 million bonus.

Baltimore running back Derrick
Henry needed one touchdown
against Cleveland to earn a
$500,000 bonus, and he scored
twice in the final seven minutes of
the Ravens’ rout of the Browns.

Denverwidereceiver Courtland
Sutton needed 82 yards receiving
against Kansas City for a $500,000
bonus, and he got 98 yards on five
catchesin the Broncos’ 38-0 white-
wash of the Chiefs’ backups.

“Today, with you know, trying to
keep track of some of those bonus-
es, those are good problems,”
coach Sean Payton said after lead-
ing Denver into the playoffs in his
second season with the Broncos.
“It’s hard to keep track of yards,
catches are easy. Sutton needed 82
yards.”

In that game, three-time All-Pro
wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins,
whowasacquired by Kansas Cityin
amidseason trade with Tennessee,
had $1 million worth of bonuses that
would have been triggered by
catching nine passes ($250,000),
for 140 yards ($250,000) and a
touchdown ($500,000).

“We want the guys to be able to
reach them if they’re reachable,”
Chiefs coach Andy Reid said.

But Reid decided it was better to
hold Hopkins out along with the
other starters so they could rest up
for the playoffs.

Among others who fell short

were Cardinals QB Kyler Murray,
who threw four TD passes in lead-
ing Arizona over the 49ers, but he
needed to run for SO yards and a
touchdown for a $750,000 bonus.
He ran for 22 yards and no TDs.

Commanders tight end Zach
Ertz stood to earn an extra
$250,000 each for reaching 90
yards receiving and two TD catch-
es Sunday, and had 44 yards and
one TD catch.

Payton recalled when Emma-
nuel Sanders approached him on
the eve of the season finale when
they were both in New Orleans.

“When Emmanuel Sanders
needed six or seven catchesin New
Orleans, he came up to me and I
said, ‘Look, I already know why
you’re here,’ I said, ‘You’ll have six
catches before the end of the first
quarter, but you’re staying in the
game,’ and I think he had like, nine
or 10 catches,” Payton said. “But
yards are different, some of those
things are different, and I want all
of them to realize all those things
they earned.”

More than securing his bonus,
Sutton was elated to clinch his first
trip to the playoffs in his seven-
year career in Denver.

“Through those dark times,
through those seasons where we
were playing the last three, four
games of the season without
playoff contention, those are those
times where you have to lean on
faith,” Suttonsaid. “Youhave toun-
derstand that the picture is going to
get bigger and better in the long
haul. You just have to continue to
have that faith that it’s going to get
there.”

That bonus was, well, abonus.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/COLLEGE FOOTBALL

TOP 25 THIS WEEK

Dominant SEC teams now
start to beat each other

By DAVE SKRETTA
Associated Press

The SEC spent the first couple
weeks of the men’s college basket-
ball season beating up on the rest of
the nation, and the result was No. 1
Tennessee and second-ranked Au-
burn leading nine teams from the
league into this week’s AP Top 2S.

Now, after opening up confe-
rence play last weekend, they be-
gintobeateachotherupinearnest.

The Vols hit the road to face
eighth-ranked Florida on Tues-
day, the same night sixth-ranked
Kentucky headed to Georgia,
which is among three more SEC
teams receiving votes in the poll.
On Wednesday, it is No. 23 Ole
Miss visiting Arkansas — which
just fell out this week following a
lopsided loss to Tennessee — and
No. 10 Texas A&M visiting No. 17
Oklahoma.

Then comes what can only be
described as Super Saturday:
Among other games, the Vols head
to Texas, No. S Alabama visits the
Aggies, sixth-ranked Kentucky
travels to No. 14 Mississippi State,
the Gators head to Arkansas and
Oklahoma visits Georgia.

“In this league, every game
you’re going to play is going to be a
hard game. Every one,” said Ar-
kansas coach John Calipari, whose
team was whipped 76-52 by Ten-
nessee on Saturday, the first of
three straight it will have against
ranked SEC foes.

Alabama plays four of its first
five conference games against
teams in the Top 25. So do Ken-
tucky and Texas A&M.

Auburn gets a relatively mild
start to conference play by open-
ing against Missouri, Texas and

South Carolina. But the Tigers will
make up for it later with three
straight Top 25 games to start Feb-
ruary and four in a row to wrap up
the league race.

“We’re good enough to win ev-
ery game on the road. We’re good
enough to lose every game at
home. That’s how good the league
is,” said Auburn coach Bruce
Pearl, who earned his 213th win on
the Plains with the win over Mis-
souri on Saturday, and who can
break a tie with Joel Eaves for the
most in program history by beat-
ing the Longhorns on Tuesday
night.

The Tigers have won seven
straight against SEC opponents
dating to last season.

“Honestly, nobody enjoys win-
ning more than me. Nobody hates
losing more than me. I’'m a really
bad loser,” Pearl added. “But you
know me. You have to know I’'m on
toTexas,ontothe nextone. Theon-
ly thing I’d rather do on (discuss-
ing the record) is talk about Joel
Eaves, or some of the great coach-
es I get to join because I'm the
coach at Auburn right now.”

One thing is certain: As SEC
teams begin to fight amongst
themselves, some winning streaks
are bound to end.

The Vols (14-0) can match the
second-longest streak in school
history by beating the Gators, trail-
ing only a 19-game run during the
2018-19 season. The Aggies (12-2)
have won eight in a row since their
loss to No. 15 Oregon, tied for the
fourth-longest streak in men’s Di-
vision I basketball. Mississippi
State and Vanderbilt, both 13-1and
among the biggest surprises so far
this season, have won their last

seven apiece, while Auburn and
Alabama are riding six-game win-
ning streaks.

“We’re in it now,” Crimson Tide
coach Nate Oats said simply.
“We’re in SEC play.”

Big 12 hattles

While the SEC has established
itself as the preeminent league this
year with three in the top S and six
inthetop10,the Big12—whichhas
long been considered the nation’s
toughest basketball conference —
continues to produce marquee
teams.

Iowa State (13-1) has won nine
straight since its 83-81 loss to Au-
burn at the Maui Invitational,
while No. 11 Kansas showed why it
was the preseason No. 1 by follow-
ing alast-second lossto West Virgi-
nia with a record-setting rout of
UCF last weekend.

The Jayhawks play Arizona
State on Wednesday night before
heading to Cincinnati.

Mid-major markers

No.18 Gonzagatakeson San Die-
goon Wednesday night before fac-
ing Washington State and Oregon
State, who joined the West Coast
Conference when the Pac-12 fell
apart. The Cougars are 13-3 and
have won their first three gamesin
their new league, and the Beavers
are 12-4 with two of those losses to
Oregon and Nebraska.

Memphis, which climbed two
spots to No. 19, plays East Carolina
on Saturday in its only American
Athletic Conference game of the
week. No. 25 Utah State puts its
new ranking on the line with
games against San Jose State and
Boise State.

WabE PAYNE/AP

Tennessee guard Zakai Zeigler, left, drives for a shot past Arkansas forward Jonas Aidoo during the first
half Saturday in Knoxville, Tenn. The No. 1 Vols are one of three SEC teams in the nation’s top 5.

Juvrio CorTEZ/AP

North Dakota State quarterback Cam Miller reacts after running back
CharMar Brown scored against Montana State during the second half
of the FCS Championship game Monday in Frisco, Texas.

North Dakota State
wins 10th FCS title

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
Associated Press

FRISCO, Texas — Cam Miller
ran for two touchdowns and threw
for two more in his S4th consec-
utive start as North Dakota State’s
quarterback, and the Bison won
their record 10th Football Cham-
pionship Subdivision title, beating
top-seeded and previously unde-
feated Montana State 35-32 on
Monday night.

North Dakota State (14-2) made
the trip from Fargo to Frisco for
the 11th time in 14 seasons. Its pre-
vious title there was three years
ago, in a game that also had Miller
and the Bobcats’ Tommy Mellott
as the starting quarterbacks.

Miller completed 19 of 22 pas-
ses for 199 yards and ran 18 times
for 121 yards to win his 45th game
(out of 56 starts) and his second
national title.

“Cam Miller was the best quar-
terback on the football field today.
There was no doubt about it,” said
first-year NDSU coach Tim Pola-
sek, who was an assistant for the
Bison’s first two titles in Frisco at
the end of the 2011 and 2012 sea-
sons. “Tommy’s a good football
player, there’s no question about
that either. But all year long, these
guys have answered the bell with
complimentary football.”

Montana native Mellott had a
44-yard touchdown run that got
the Bobcats (15-1) within 28-25
early in the fourth quarter. He
won the Walter Payton Award this
season as the FCS’ top offensive
player in a close vote over Miller.

Mellott ran for 135 yards on 14
carries and was 13-for-24 passing
for 195 yards and two touch-
downs. He threw a 19-yarder to
Taco Dowler with 1:09 left before
an unsuccessful onside kick at-
tempt.

“Our offense was a little bit
stagnant there in the first half un-

fortunately and we came up short
because of it,” Mellott said. “Guys
kept fighting, it’s very easy 21-3 to
quit ... and we came back out there
and we had a group of guys that
fought for this team, fought for the
seniors.”

NDSU never trailed after Miller
capped the game’s opening drive
that took more than seven min-
utes with a 2-yard plunge. Miller
had an empty backfield behind
him on their second possession
when he got the snap and sprinted
64 yards untouched up the middle
for another touchdown.

“It was a draw play with an op-
tion to pass as well ... they played
the perfect front and the perfect
coverage for it for us. It just part-
ed,” Miller said. “It didn’t feel real
honestly. Usually when we run
draws, you’ve got to make a few
guys miss. And there was nobody
there.”

Miller threw a l-yard TD to
Bryce Lance right before halftime
for a 21-3 lead. Lance’s FCS-best
17th TD came one play after a
catch near the front pylon when
he was ruled out of bounds inside
the 1 after a replay review. He is
the younger brother of former Bi-
sons quarterback Trey Lance,
who made his first start for the
Dallas Cowboys on Sunday before
attending the FCS title game.

Bryce Lance, who finished with
nine catches for 107 yards, had a
diving 38-yard reception on the fi-
nal play of the third quarter to set
up Miller’s 1-yard TD pass to Joe
Stoffel to restore a 10-point lead.

“The way the game played out,
they played better than us and,
you know, ultimately put our-
selves in a big hole,” said Montana
State coach Brent Vigen, a former
NDSU player and assistant coach.
“Obviously this is a low point ...
having 1S victories and you can’t
finish it off.”
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF

inal four a collection of big programs

By EpbpiE PELLS
Associated Press
n the first round of the Col-
lege Football Playoff, the
teams seeded S5-8 all won.
In the second round, they
all won again.

The moral of this story: who
knows, other than something
doesn’t totally add up when not a
single one of the top four teams, all
of which received the advantage
of a first-round bye, advances into
college football’s final four.

The semifinals are set: Thurs-
day in the Orange Bow], it will be
No. 6 Penn State vs. No. 7 Notre
Dame. Then, Friday in the Cotton
Bowl, it will be No. S Texas vs. No.
8 Ohio State.

Appropriately enough consi-
dering the way the second round
played out, it’s the team with the
worst seed, the Buckeyes, that are
now the favorite —and fairly over-
whelmingly at that — listed at 11-
10 to win it all by the BetMGM
Sportsbook.

These matchups ensure that a
team with a long pedigree and a
big name will carry the champion-
ship trophy when the first 12-team
playoff concludes in Atlanta on
Jan. 20.

The Penn State-Notre Dame
matchup also guarantees either
James Franklin or Marcus Free-
man will have a chance to become
the first Black coach to win the ti-
tle at college football’s highest lev-
el.

One thing this expanded tourna-
ment could still use: a well-played,
truly great football game. Other
than the two-overtime win by Tex-
as over Arizona State, all these
playoff games have been double-
digit snoozefests.

A quick look at the four conten-
ders.

No. 5 Texas (13-2)

The Story: The Longhorns are
0-2 against Georgia and don’t have
to worry about the Dawgs any-
more. They are 13-0 against the
rest of the country.

The Player: Receiver Matthew
Golden had seven catches for 149
yards, a touchdown and a key two-
point conversion in the second
overtime in the win over Arizona
State to help erase a lot of ques-
tionable stuff by his quarterback,
Quinn Ewers.

Money Matters: The On3 NIL
tracker has Arch Manning — ne-
phew of Peyton and Eli — leading
the country at $6.6 million in earn-
ings. Not bad for a backup quar-
terback, though Manning stepped
in capably, starting two games in
place of the injured Ewers in Sep-
tember to guide the Longhorns to
wins.

History’s Mysteries: The pro-
gram with the third-most bowl ap-
pearances hasn’t won a national ti-
tle since 2005.

MaRrk J. TERRILL/AP

Ohio State wide receiver Jeremiah Smith scores a touchdown against Oregon defensive back Kobe Savage
in the Rose Bowl. Smith has 290 yards and four touchdowns in two playoff games.

Ross D. FRANKLIN/AP

Penn State tight end Tyler Warren pulls in a pass for a touchdown as
Boise State safety Ty Benefield defends in the Fiesta Bowl. Two of
Warren’s six catches in the game went for touchdowns.

He said it: “We’re not in awe
that, ‘Hey, this is where we are.’
This is where we’re supposed to
be.” — Coach Steve Sarkisian af-
ter the Arizona State win.

No. 6 Penn State (13-2)

The Story: After a loss to Ore-
gon in the Big Ten title game,
Franklin’s record against teams in

the AP Top 10 dropped to 3-19.
Oregon isn’t playing anymore,
Ohio State is and Franklin’s rec-
ord against the Buckeyes is 1-10.
The Player: Tyler Warren
might have played himself into the
top tight end on the NFL draft
board this season. In the 31-14 win
over Boise State, two of his six
catches were for touchdowns.

Money Matters: Quarterback
Drew Allar makes around $4 mil-
lion. He has committed to return-
ing for his senior season, though
this strong playoff run might
change the calculus.

History’s Mysteries: The Nitta-
ny Lions and Notre Dame used to
be the country’s two most notable
independents, so it made sense
they played every year from 1981-
1992. But their only bowl meeting
was a little-noticed 20-9 Notre
Dame win in the 1976 Gator Bowl.

He said it: “A lot of college
coaches I saw this week were talk-
ing about, ‘This is a four-game sea-
son.” It’s not. It’s a one-game sea-
son.” — Franklin, after a first-
round win over SMU, on the week-
to-week nature of the first 12-team
college playoff.

No. 7 Notre Dame (13-1)

The Story: When the Irish lost
16-14 at home to Northern Illinois
on Sept. 7, Notre Dame’s odds of
winning the national title bal-
looned to 100-1. Twelve wins later,
including two by double digits in
the playoffs, and they are listed at
7-1.

The Player: Let’s give this one to
a coach. Marty Biagi is in charge
of the special teams unit that re-
turned a Kickoff for a touchdown,
kicked three field goals and baited
Georgia into a key offside penalty
in the fourth quarter by quickly
subbing out its entire punt team
for the offense on fourth-and-1.

Money Matters: QB Riley Leo-
nard is thought to be making
around $1 million after his move to
the South Bend from Duke.

History’s Mysteries: Until
Thursday, Notre Dame hadn’t

@ 1Y

Penn State (13-2)
vs. Notre Dame (13-1)
AFN-Sports
1:40 a.m. Friday CET
9:40 a.m. Friday JKT

——

NS,

Ohio State (12-2)
vs. Texas (13-2)
AFN-Sports
1:40 a.m. Saturday CET
9:40 a.m. Saturday JKT

won a big-time bowl game since
Jan. 1, 1994, when it beat Texas
A&M in the Cotton Bowl. The pro-
gram that gave us everyone from
The Gipper to Joe Montana seeks
its first title since 1988.

He said it: “We’ve been here be-
fore. Now it’s time to get it fixed.
We’ve got to get it fixed and get
back to playing football the way
we know how to play, we’ve played
before, and we can, and we will.”
— Freeman after the Sept. 7 loss to
Northern Illinois.

No. 8 Ohio State (12-2)

The Story: After punctuating a
fourth straight loss to Michigan by
standing on the field looking lost
while the Wolverines triggered a
melee by planting the team flag at
the SO-yard line, there was good
reason to think coach Ryan Day
could only keep his job by some-
how rallying to win a national title
that felt unlikely.

The Player: WR Jeremiah
Smith has 290 yards and four
touchdowns in the playoffs. He
cradled in a pair of one-handed
catches in an early season win
over Michigan State that put the
label “playmaker” all over this
highly touted freshman.

Money Matters: Smith is
thought to have around $3.7 mil-
lion in NIL deals.

History’s Mysteries: With Ur-
ban Meyer coaching, Ohio State
won the CFP’s first playoff, the
four-team affair that closed out
the 2014 season. Since then, the
Buckeyes are 3-4 over five playoff
appearances.

He said it: “At the end of the
day, we wanted to win a national
championship, and the way that
we got here wasn’t what we ex-
pected.” — Day after the win over
Oregon.
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QB Miller leads North Dakota State to 10th
FCS championship » college football, Page 22
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Guards Shai Gilgeous-Alexander and Donovan Mitchell have helped lead the Oklahoma City Thunder and Cleveland Cavaliers, respectively, to the best records in the NBA.

Baskethall's best collide

Thunder-Cavaliers matchup is historic clash of teams on winning streaks

By Tim REYNOLDS
Associated Press
est in the Eastern Con-
ference. Best in the
Western Conference.
The best shooting team
in the NBA vs. the best defensive
team in the NBA. A matchup like
only two others in league history.

Clear the calendar for Wednes-
day night, when Oklahoma City
goes to Cleveland.

Technically, any game between
an East team and a West team is a
potential NBA Finals preview —
but this one especially deserves
that billing. A Thunder team on a

15-game winning streak, taking on
a Cavaliers team on a 10-game
winning streak (after having its
own 15-game streak earlier this
season).

“Every game is a challenge, and
every game is an opportunity to
get better,” Oklahoma City coach
Mark Daigneault said. “There’s a
different challenge every single
night in the NBA season. Every
game tests you in different ways.”

He’s not wrong. But his team is
30-S. Cleveland is an NBA-best
31-4. Combined, that’s 61-9. Every
game might test these teams, sure,
but the Thunder and Cavs are

passing just about every one of
those tests with flying colors.

“We expect to win every game,”
Cleveland guard Donovan Mitch-
ell said.

He laughed when he said that.
The thing is, he might not have
been joking around. And Oklaho-
ma City, less than three years re-
moved from going 24-58, should
probably be expecting to win ev-
ery time it takes the floor as well.

“It’s cool,” Thunder star Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander said. “I try
not to think about where we were
or where we’re going and just stay
in the moment.”

These teams — the first game of
an ESPN doubleheader Wednes-
day, one with Giannis Anteto-
kounmpo and Milwaukee taking
on Victor Wembanyama and San
Antonio in the nightcap — are tru-
ly a clash in styles.

They’re the bestin just about ev-
erything.

The Cavs lead the NBA in field-
goal percentage (.504). Oklahoma
City leads the NBA in field-goal
percentage defense (.426). Cleve-
land is second in the league in
points per game (122.5). The
Thunder lead the league in points
allowed per game (103.0). The

Cavs lead the league in 3-point
percentage (.404). Oklahoma City
— you guessed it — leads the
league in 3-point percentage de-
fense (.327).

There’s still along way to go this
season. It’s not even half over. But
Cleveland has a big lead over Bos-
ton in the East and the Thunder
are running away with the West.
Barring all-out collapses over the
next month, it'll be Daigneault,
Cavs coach Kenny Atkinson and
their staffs heading to San Fran-
cisco to coach in the All-Star

SEE COLLIDE ON PAGE 20

Sabres snap skid with SO win against Gaps . ... [NUMRALLLIY]



