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Two miissile launch officers, or missileers, finish a 24-hour underground shift at a launch control center at Malmstrom Air Force Base, Mont., in
August. The capsules are still very much like they were when they were first designed in the 1960s, with old gear, bad lighting and not a lot of
room to move around. The capsules will be completely redesigned as part of the new Sentinel intercontinental ballistic missile system.

Out with old, in with new

Gigantic new ICBM will take US nuclear missiles out of Cold War-era

By Tara Copp
Associated Press

F.E. WARREN AIR FORCE BASE, Wyo. —
The control stations for America’s nuclear in-
tercontinental ballistic missiles have a sort of
1980s retro look, with computing panels in sea
foam green, bad lighting and chunky control
switches, including a critical one that says
“launch.”

Those underground capsules are about to be
demolished and the missile silos they control
will be completely overhauled. A new nuclear
missile is coming, a gigantic ICBM called the
Sentinel. It’s the largest cultural shift in the

NeaL Uranea, U.S. AIr Force/AP

One of the multiple launch switches at a
missile alert facility launch control center at
F.E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyo., in 2018.

land leg of the Air Force’s nuclear missile mis-
sion in 60 years.

But there are questions as to whether some
of the Cold War-era aspects of the Minuteman
missiles that the Sentinel will replace should
be changed.

Making the silo-launched missile more mod-
ern, with complex software and 21st-century
connectivity across a vast network, may also
mean it’s more vulnerable. The Sentinel will
need to be well protected from cyberattacks,
while its technology will have to cope with fri-

SEE NEW ON PAGE 5

War in Gaza
endangers
delicate Iraq
diplomacy

By KAREEM CHEHAYEB
AND QAssiM ABDUL-ZAHRA
Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Dozens of at-
tacks on U.S. military facilities by
Iran-backed factions in Iraq over
the past two months as the Israel-
Hamas war has raged have forced
Baghdad into a balancing act
that’s becoming more difficult by
the day.

Arocket attack on the sprawling
U.S. Embassy in Baghdad on Fri-
day marked a further escalation
as Iraqi officials scramble to con-
tain the ripple effects of the latest
Middle East war.

Iran holds considerable sway in
Irag and a coalition of Iran-
backed groups brought Iraqi
Prime Minister Mohammed Shia
al-Sudani to power in October
2022. At the same time, there are
some 2,000 U.S. troops in Iraq un-
der an agreement with Baghdad,
mainly to counter the militant
Islamic State.

Baghdad also relies heavily on
Washington’s sanctions waivers to
buy electricity from Iran, and
since the 2003 U.S. invasion,
Iraq’s foreign currency reserves
have been housed at the U.S. Fed-
eral Reserve, giving the Ameri-
cans significant control over
Iraqg’s supply of dollars.

Al-Sudani’s predecessors also
had to walk a delicate line be-
tween Tehran and Washington,
but the Israel-Hamas war has con-
siderably upped the stakes.

Since the war erupted on Oct. 7,
at least 92 attacks on U.S. bases in
Iraq and Syria have been claimed
by an umbrella group of Iran-
backed Iraqi militants dubbed the
Islamic Resistance in Iraq. The
militants say their attacks are in
retaliation for Washington’s back-
ing of Israel and its military pres-
ence in Iraq and Syria.

SEE IRAQ ON PAGE 8
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Much of Kenya is paralyzed by power blackout

Associated Press

NAIROBI, Kenya — A power
blackout hit Kenya on Sunday eve-
ning, paralyzing large parts of the
country, and the transport minis-
ter called for an investigation into
“possible acts of sabotage and cov-
erup” over the third nationwide
outage in three months.

The electricity failure began
around 8 p.m., affecting many vi-
tal facilities, including the main
airport in the capital, Nairobi,
which is a major transport hub
connecting East Africa to Asia,

TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Europe and other parts of the
world.

Noting the recent big outages,
Transport Minister Kipchumba
Murkomen said soon after visiting
the airport late Sunday that “we
are making a formal request to the
National Police Service to investi-
gate possible acts of sabotage and
coverup.”

The state-run utility, Kenya
Power, blamed the blackout on a
“system disturbance” and said the
problem was being addressed by
technicians.

TODAY

IN STRIPES

American Roundup ...... 14
[ F-TY1 {111 [ —— 5
Comics .. 17
Crossword ......cccuseeeeenne 17
Faces ... 15
(01T TV ——
Sports .....cocernsnennns 18-24

“We have lost electricity supply
to various parts of the country due
to a suspected fault affecting the
power system,” a statement said.

Later Sunday, Kenya Power is-
sued an update saying it had re-
stored electricity service to parts
of the country, including some res-
idential districts in the capital, but
many areas in Kenya remained
without power Monday morning.

During a similar blackout last
month, it took engineers over 12
hours to restore power in most
parts of the country.

Military rates
Euro costs (Dec. 12) $1.05
British pound (Dec. 12) $1.23
Japanese yen (Dec. 12) 141.00
South Korean won (Dec. 12) 1285.00
Ci cial rates
Bahrain(Dinar) 0.3769
Britain (Pound) 1.2567
Canada (Dollar) 1.3564
China(Yuan) 7.1782
Denmark (Krone) 6.9340
Egypt (Pound) 30.9258
Euro 1.0753
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.8048
Hungary (Forint) 355.24
Israel (Shekel) 3.7158
Japan (Yen) 146.25
Kuwait(Dinar) 0.3085
Norway (Krone) 10.9543
Philippines (Peso) 55.55
Poland (Zloty) 4.03
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7508
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3442
South Korea (Won) 1321.00
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Switzerland (Franc) 0.8804
Thailand (Baht) 35.75
Turkey (NewLira) 28.9805

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates areinterbankrates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 8.50
Interest Rates Discount rate 6.00
Federal funds market rate 5.25
3-month bill 5.41
30-year bond 4.31
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F-16 crashes following in-flight emergency

By Davip CHot
Stars and Stripes
CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea — An Air Force F-16
Fighting Falcon crashed Monday
morning off South Korea’s west-
ern coast, according to the 8th
Fighter Wing.
The fighter from Kunsan Air
Base was flying over the Yellow
Sea when it experienced an in-

flight emergency at 8:43 a.m., the
wing said in a news release Mon-
day.

The pilot ejected and was res-
cued at sea by the South Korean
navy and coast guard, 7th Air
Force spokeswoman Maj. Rachel
Buitrago told Stars and Stripes by
phone Monday.

A South Korean air force hel-
icopter airlifted the pilot to Kun-

san, she added.

The pilot is awake and in stable
condition, according to the news
release.

“We are grateful for the safe
recovery of our airman by our
[South Korean] allies and that the
pilot is in good condition,” wing
commander Col. Matthew Gaetke
said in the release.

No further details on the crash

were provided; however, the
wing’s release said “the incident
will be thoroughly investigated.”

Kunsan, about 115 miles south
of Seoul, is home to the 8th Fight-
er Wing, which operates roughly
30 F-16s.

The incident comes seven
months after one of the wing’s
F-16s crashed into a farmer’s
field near Osan Air Base, 30

miles south of the capital, on May
6.

The pilot ejected and suffered
non-life-threatening injuries, the
wing said at the time. That inci-
dent prompted a three-day stand-
down of F-16 flights in South Ko-
rea.

choi.david@stripes.com
@choibboy

Philippine military
head aboard a ship
harassed by China

By Jim GoMEZz
Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — The
head of the Philippine military
said Monday he was with his forc-
es aboard a supply boat when it
was blasted with a water cannon,
surrounded and shoved by Chi-
nese coast guard ships over the
weekend in the disputed South
China Sea.

China, meanwhile, accused ar-
chrival the United States of
encouraging the Philippines, its
treaty ally, to provoke China for
its own purposes, though it
provided no direct evidence.

The successive days of heated
confrontations underscore Chi-
na’s determination to assert its
claim to virtually the entire South
China Sea, despite the possibility
of fomenting a larger conflict af-
fecting shipping and other mari-
time activities in the crucial wa-
terway.

Gen. Romeo Brawner Jr. told
The Associated Press in a tele-
phone interview that China was
escalating its aggression in the
contested waters but said it would
not deter Filipino forces from de-
fending their territorial interests.

More than 100 official Chinese
and other government-linked
ships have swarmed the high seas
around the contested Second

Thomas Shoal, where a ma-
rooned Philippine navy ship that
Brawner visited has stood for
decades. He said their presence
was much bigger than in previous
months.

“It’s pure aggression,” Brawn-
er said. “I witnessed how many
times the big Chinese coast guard
and militia ships cut our path.
They water-cannoned us, then
bumped us. It’s angering.”

“This really needs a diplomatic
solution at the higher level,” he
said, but added that the armed
forces would continue to support
front-line troops and protect fish-
ermen.

Brawner, the U.S.-educated
chief of the 150,000-member
Armed Forces of the Philippines,
joined navy personnel in a wood-
en-hulled supply boat, the Unnai-
za Mae 1, which brought Christ-
mas gifts, food and other supplies
to a small contingent of Filipino
marines and navy personnel sta-
tioned aboard the BRP Sierra
Madre at Second Thomas Shoal.

Although now crumbling with
rust and holes, the slightly listing
Sierra Madre remains an actively
commissioned Philippine navy
ship, meaning any assault on it
would be considered an act of
war. It has become a fragile sym-
bol of the territorial claims of the

Location: Vicinity of Ayungin Shoal
10 1009H December 2023

Date:
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A video presentation shown during a press conference in Manila, Philippines, on Monday shows a Chinese
coast guard vessel attempting to block a Philippine coast guard ship in the South China Sea.

Philippines.

Brawner said he conveyed
President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr.’s Christmas greetings to the
Filipino forces and shared with
them a traditional rice lunch.

The United States has repeat-
edly warned it is obligated to de-
fend the Philippines, its oldest
treaty ally in Asia, if Filipino forc-
es, ships or aircraft come under
an armed attack, including in the
South China Sea. China has
warned the U.S. not to meddle in
what it says is a purely Asian dis-
pute.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning rein-
forced that message at a daily
briefing Monday, saying the mar-
itime disputes were “issues be-
tween the two countries, and no
third party has the right to inter-
vene.”

“Recently, the U.S., in order to
realize its own geopolitical inter-
ests, has encouraged, supported,
and cooperated with the Philip-
pines in its violations and provo-
cations in the South China Sea,
exaggerating differences and in-
citing confrontation,” Mao told

reporters.

Over the weekend, Philippine
officials said the Chinese coast
guard and suspected militia ships
targeted Philippine vessels two
days in a row with water cannon
blasts and rammed one of them,
causing damage and endanger-
ing crew, off Second Thomas
Shoal and separately in Scarbo-
rough Shoal off the northwestern
Philippines.

The U.S. State Department said
the actions by China’s ship “were
dangerous and unlawful” and un-
dermined regional stability

Navy probes why panel fell from Seahawk helo training off Japan

By ALExX WILSON
AND MaARI Hica
Stars and Stripes

A panel fell off a U.S. Navy hel-
icopter last week as it was flying
over waters southwest of Tokyo, a
Navy spokesman said, prompting
fresh concerns about U.S. mili-
tary aircraft operating in the
country.

The MH-60S Seahawk from
Helicopter Sea Squadron 12 was
conducting extended training
when the part fell off, Naval Air
Facility Atsugi spokesman Grego-

ry Mitchell said by phone Mon-
day.

The Navy realized the panel —
2 feet long, 1 foot wide and weigh-
ing about 1S pounds — was mis-
sing sometime after the Seahawk
returned to NAF Atsugi on Thurs-
day, he said. The aircraft had
been flying south-southwest over
Sagami Bay, about 25 miles south-
west of Tokyo.

The incident is under investiga-
tion, Mitchell said.

The South Kanto Defense Bu-
reau, an arm of Japan’s Ministry

of Defense, notified Kanagawa
prefecture about the missing pan-
el on Friday, the prefecture said
in a news release that day.

Prefectural officials asked the
bureau to “gather information on
the damage and investigate the
cause immediately.”

The incident comes just over a
week after an Air Force CV-22 Os-
prey went down off southwestern
Japan, Killing all eight crew mem-
bers aboard. The crash led the Air
Force, Navy and Marine Corps to
ground hundreds of Ospreys on

Dec. 6 after a preliminary investi-
gation pointed toward a materiel
failure and not human error.
Ayase, a city adjacent to NAF
Atsugi, sent letters to Japanese
Defense Minister Minoru Kihara
and the base’s commander, Capt.
Nicolas Leclerc, to ensure air
safety protocols are in place, the
city said Friday in a news release.
“While we have always re-
quested the aircraft safety mea-
sures to be thoroughly imple-
mented and citizens are increas-
ingly concerned about aircraft

safety after the Osprey crash oc-
curred off Yakushima on Novem-
ber 29, the occurrence of this in-
cident has further heightened citi-
zens’ anxieties, and we take it ve-
ry seriously,” the city wrote on its
website.

The city echoed the prefec-
ture’s requests about a thorough
investigation and asked that the
findings be made public.

wilson.alex@stripes.com
@AlexMNWilson
higa.mari@stripes.com
@MariHiga21



Pace 4

3RS RE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Tuesday, December 12, 2023

PACIFIC

Commlssarles turn classrooms for some

By Juan King
Stars and Stripes

SAGAMIHARA HOUSING
AREA, Japan — On-base super-
markets are also serving as class-
rooms for Department of Defense
Education Activity students
across the Pacific.

Schools in the region have been
collaborating with their local com-
missaries to give pupils hands-on
lessons in topics like nutrition, ec-
onomics, marketing, business and
personal finance, DODEA-Pacific
spokeswoman Miranda Ferguson
said by email last month.

For example, more than SO
Arnn Elementary School students
— from Sure Start to fifth grade —
participated in Math Night at their
store in the Sagamihara Housing
Area on Nov. 16. That commissary
serves people assigned to nearby
Camp Zama, the home of U.S. Ar-
my Japan just outside Tokyo.

The students, alongside their
parents, learned about shopping,
calculating the cost of groceries
and problem-solving during the
hourlong event.

“I thought it was a good idea to
have kids involved in looking at
prices at the supermarket and try-
ing to figure out how much things
cost and where things are,” Pame-
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AxiFumi IsHikawa/Stars and Stripes

An Arnn Elementary School math teacher Athea Carter leads a Math Night problem-solving event at the
commissary in the Sagamihara Housing Area near Camp Zama, Japan, on Nov. 16.

la Brower, mother to Arnn third-
grader Thiago Brower, said at the

event. “The stations are making
them think, like how many lemons

are in a bag? How many cookies
are in a jar?”

The goal was to get the kids to
make a connection between math
and grocery shopping, principal
Edwin Munoz said as students
scrambled through the aisles
around him.

“The team (of teachers) came
up with the idea of helping the
children make connections to
real-life scenarios, and what bet-
ter way than to doitin the commis-
sary?” he said. “We’re hoping that
it will help them deepen their un-
derstanding of some of these little
concepts.”

The students also practiced
things like rounding and estimat-
ing, said math teacher Athea Car-
ter, one of 20 adults who helped
guide students during the event.

A day earlier, students from
Shirley Lanham Elementary at
nearby Naval Air Facility Atsugi
had their own math night at their
commissary, Carter said.

“Schools have hosted curricu-
lum nights emphasizing math, sci-
ence and literacy for years,” she
said. “These curriculum nights
expose students to real-life appli-
cation of the subject matter, and
they help build community.”

king.juan@stripes.com
@JuanKing_17

Special Olympians gather for first
Kadena competition in 6 years

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

KADENA AIR BASE, Okinawa
— The Kadena Special Olympics
returned to the home of the 18th
Wing over the weekend after a six-
year hiatus caused by a rise in
costs and the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

Approximately 70 athletes from
Okinawa city, Chatan and Kadena
town came to the Risner Fitness
and Sports Complex on Saturday
to compete for gold, silver and
bronze medals in a slate of con-
tests that included the 30-meter
dash, basketball and soccer.

Participant numbers were
down drastically from more than
800 in 2017.

The event was put on hold so or-
ganizers could find a more sus-
tainable model, which included
limiting competitor numbers and
finding cheaper alternatives to
things like food offerings, Col. Ni-
cholas Evans, 18th Wing com-
mander, said during a press confe-
rence at the event.

The event was further derailed
in 2020 by the pandemic.

“We went with more of an orga-
nic ability to support this versus
spending more money at the
wing,” he said.

The wing leveraged partner-
ships with local vendors and mil-

itary service organizations that
stepped up to offer support.

“We absolutely intend for this to
be a yearly thing moving for-
ward,” Evans said.

The wing did not answer ques-
tions emailed last month about the
event’s cost and its funding sourc-
es.

The games started in 1999 with
about 100 athletes at a local park,
co-founder and retired Army pub-
lic affairs officer Chip Steitz said
Friday during a phone interview
from his Florida home. It grew in
size and scope year after year and
became a unifying force on an is-
land known for its anti-base pro-
tests, he said.

The athletes, who train year-
round with Special Olympics Nip-
pon - Okinawa Chapter, have gone
on to participate in global compe-
titions, Steitz said. The 2017 event
featured 832 athletes and 2,000
U.S. volunteers.

Under the new format, the wing
can support up to 110 athletes,
Evans said. They hope to invite 30
to 40 more participants next year.

“I'm just so happy it’s going to
continue,” Steitz said. “It shows
the community that we care and
that we really want to do some-
thing special for special needs in-
dividuals.”

Saturday’s games Kkicked off

PHoTos By MATTHEW M. BURKE/Stars and
Stripes

People cheer as a track-and-field
athlete crosses the finish line
during the Kadena Special
Olympics at Kadena Air Base,
Okinawa, on Saturday.

with participants parading into
athletes’ village surrounded by
450 volunteers and spectators.
They were cheered on by cos-
tumed characters, including Pika-
chu and a “Star Wars” jedi.

After a torch was lit, Raymond
Greene, deputy chief of mission at
the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo, spoke
about how the Special Olympics
ushered in a change in attitudes
regarding people with disabilities.

A member of the lll Marme Expeditionary Force Band hlgh-flves an
athlete during the Kadena Special Olympics’ opening ceremony.

It was founded in 1968 by Eunice
Kennedy Shriver, sister to Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy.

The commander of U.S. Forces
Japan, Air Force Lt. Gen. Ricky
Rupp, then led the participants in
reciting the athlete’s oath: “Let me
win. But if I cannot win, let me be
brave in the attempt.”

The athletes danced with mem-
bers of the III Marine Expedition-
ary Force Band during a stirring
rendition of “When the Saints Go
Marching In,” before heading to
their first events.

Five of the athletes competing
this year came from Department
of Defense Education Activity
schools on the island, Maj. Rahn
Lassiter, project officer for the
Kadena games, said in an emailed

statement Thursday.

Evans took in the basketball
skills competition with 18th Wing
Chief Master Sgt. Brandon Wolf-
gang. The pair high-fived players
who sported wide smiles to go
along with their glimmering med-
als.

Wolfgang said he has a special
connection to the event, having
been involved in the planning of a
previous iteration a decade ago.

“The athletes take a lot of pride
and excitement and joy in just
coming out here and competing
and interacting with our volun-
teers,” Wolfgang said. The volun-
teers benefit equally, he added.

burke.matt@stripes.com
@MatthewMBurkel
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Army gets long-range missile to replace ATACMS

By PaiLLIP WALTER WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

The Army has a new long-range
missile at its disposal that can hit
targetsmore than100milesfarther
away than its predecessor could.

The first shipment of precision
strike missiles was received Fri-
day, the Army said in a statement
the same day. The statement didn’t
say where the missiles arrived.

The weapon is set to eventually
replace the Army tactical missile
system, or ATACMS, which the
service has been using for over 30
years.

The newer surface-to-surface
weapon has been designed to hit
targets from about 40 miles to over
310 miles away, according to man-
ufacturer Lockheed Martin.

Each launch pod contains two
munitions, which are fired from

DARRELL AMES/PEO Missiles and Space

The Army announced Friday the initial delivery of its next-generation
long-range precision fires missile. The delivery of precision strike
missiles follows successful testing last month in New Mexico.

M142 high mobility artillery rock-
et systems and M270A2 multiple
launch rocket systems.

By comparison, the ATACMS
launch pods contain asingle rocket
and have a maximum range of

about190 miles.

“The precision strike missile
will provide Joint Force com-
manders with 24/7, all-weather ca-
pability that will counter the ene-
my’s ability to conduct combat ma-
neuver and air defense oper-
ations,” Doug Bush, assistant
secretary of the Army for acquisi-
tion, logistics and technology, said
in the statement.

The missile was one of two dozen
key systems that the Army set out
to introduce in fiscal year 2023 to
modernize the force. Military anal-
ysts say that its deep-strike capa-
bility is vital to countering new
technology from Russia and Chi-
na.

Earlierthisyear,the U.S. started
supplying Ukraine with ATACMS
missiles, which Ukrainian troops
have effectively used to target air-

fields,ammunition depots and oth-
er high-value targets from a dis-
tance.

The Army didn’t specify how
many of the missiles arrived Fri-
day. In September 2022, the ser-
vice ordered 54 from Lockheed
Martin for $77.5 million.

The delivery follows successful
testing last month at White Sands
Missile Range, N.M., during which
the weapons were fired from a HI-
MARS launcher at the shortest
possible range. That short-range
flight test represented the most
stressful environment for the sys-
tem, asitrequired excellenttrajec-
tory control to align to the target at
hypersonic speeds, Lockheed
Martin said.

wellman.phillip@stripes.com
@pwwellman

New: Official says cybersecurity
IS a top focus of Sentinel program

FROM PAGE 1

gid winter temperatures in the
Western states where the silos are
located.

The $96 billion Sentinel over-
haul involves 450 silos across five
states, their control centers, three
nuclear missile bases and several
other testing facilities. The project
is so ambitious it has raised ques-
tions as to whether the Air Force
can get it all done at once.

An overhaul is needed.

The silos lose power. Their 60-
year old massive mechanical
parts break down often. Air Force
crews guard them using helicop-
ters that can be traced back to the
Vietnam War. Commanders hope
the modernization of the Sentinel,
and of the trucks, gear and living
quarters, will help attract and re-
tain young technology-minded
service members who are now
asked each day to find ways to
keep a very old system running.

Nuclear modernization was de-
layed for years because the U.S.
deferred spending on new mis-
siles, bombers and submarines in
order to support the post 9/11 wars
overseas. Now everything is get-
ting modernized at once. The Sen-
tinel work is one leg of alarger, nu-
clear weapons enterprise-wide
$750 billion overhaul that is re-
placing almost every component
of U.S. nuclear defenses.

For the Sentinel, silo work could
be underway by lead contractor
Northrop Grumman as soon as
202S. That is 80 years after the
U.S. last used nuclear weapons in
war, the bombs dropped on Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki in Japan,
which killed an estimated 100,000
in an instant and likely tens of
thousands more over time.

For the Pentagon, there are ex-
pectations the modern Sentinel
will meet threats from rapidly
evolving Chinese and Russian
missile systems. The Sentinel is
expected to stay in service
through 2075, so designers are
taking an approach that will make
it easier to upgrade with new tech-
nologies in the coming years. But
that’s not without risk.

“Sentinel is a software-inten-
sive program with a compressed
schedule,” the Government Ac-
countability Office reported this
summer. “Software development
is a high risk due to its scale and
complexity and unique require-
ments of the nuclear deterrence
mission.”

Air Force Secretary Frank Ken-
dall has acknowledged the chal-
lenges the program is facing.

“It’s been a long time since we
did an ICBM,” Kendall said in No-
vember at a Center for New Amer-
ican Security event in Washing-
ton. It’s “the biggest thing, in some
ways, that the Air Force has ever
taken on.”

“Sentinel, I think quite honestly,
is struggling a little bit,” he said.

By far, the biggest cultural shift
the Sentinel will bring is the con-
nectivity for all those who secure,
maintain, operate and support the
system. The overhaul touches al-
most everything, even including
new equipment for military chefs
who cook for the missile teams.
The changes could improve effi-
ciency and quality of life on the
bases but may also create vulner-
abilities that the analog Minute-
man missiles have never faced.

Since the first silo-based Min-
uteman went on alert at Montana’s

Malmstrom Air Force Base on
Oct. 27,1962 — the day Cuba shot
down a U-2 spy plane at the height
of the Cuban missile crisis — the
missile has “talked” to its oper-
ators through thousands of miles
of hard-wiring in cables buried
underground.

Those Hardened Intersite Ca-
ble Systems, or HICS, cables car-
ry messages back and forth from
the missile to the missileer, who
receives those messages through
a relatively new part of the cap-
sule — a firing control console
called REACT, for Rapid Execu-
tion and Combat Targeting, that
was installed in the mid-1990s.

It’s a closed communication
loop, and a very secure one that
brings its own headaches. Any
time the Air Force wants to test
one of the missiles, it literally has
to dig up the cables and splice
them, to isolate that test missile’s
wiring from the rest. Over dec-
ades of testing, there are now hun-
dreds of splices in those critical
loops.

But it’s also one of the Minute-
man’s best features. You would
need a shovel — and a lot more —
to try to hack the system. Even
when missile crews update target-
ing codes, it is a mechanical,
manual process.

Minuteman is “a very cyber-re-
silient platform,” said Col. Charles
Clegg, the Sentinel system pro-
gram manager.

Clegg said cybersecurity for the
software-driven Sentinel has been
a top focus of the program, one
that has all of their attention.

“Like Minuteman, Sentinel will
still operate within a closed net-
work. However, to provide de-

U.S. Air Force

The Ogden Air Logistics Center in Utah managed the Titan Il
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile system until its deactivation in 1987.

fense in depth, we will have addi-
tional security measures at the
boundary and inside the network,
enabling our weapon system to op-
erate effectively in a cyber-con-
tested environment,” Clegg said.

Those who maintain the Min-
uteman III have tried over the
years to bring in new technology
to make maintenance more effi-
cient, but they have found that
sometimes the old manual way of
tracking things — sometimes lit-
erally with a binder and pen — is
better, especially in frigid temper-
atures. Nuclear missile fields are
located in Colorado, Montana, Ne-
braska, North Dakota and Wyom-
ing. Those missiles need mainte-
nance even in the winter, and
crews spend hours outside in sub-
zero field conditions,

“An iPad won’t survive a Mon-
tana winter” at the launch sites,
where maintenance crews have
worked outdoors in temperatures
of minus 20 degrees or even minus
40 degrees, said Chief Master Sgt.
Virgil Castro, the 74l1st missile
maintenance squadron’s senior
enlisted leader.

Also, when maintenance crews
at Malmstrom tested some radio

frequency identification, or RFID,
technology — think of how sea-
ports track items inside cargo con-
tainers — it created security vul-
nerabilities.

“Today, everything is connect-
ed to the internet of things. And
you might have a back door in
there you don’t even know” said
Lt. Col. Todd Yehle, the 741st
maintenance squadron com-
mander. “With the old analog sys-
tems, you’re not hacking those
systems.”

What it means is that even
though technology could auto-
mate the whole operations proc-
ess, one critical aspect of missile
launch will remain the same. If the
day comes that another nuclear
weapon must be fired, it will still
be teams of missileers validating
the orders and activating alaunch.

“It’s the human in the loop,”
said Col. Johnny Galbert, com-
mander of the 90th Missile Wing
at F.E. Warren. “I think what it
comes down to is we want to rely
on our airmen, our young officers
out there, to make that decision, to
be able to interpret what higher
headquarters is telling them or di-
recting them to do.”
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By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN

where the Afghans are staying.

Afghans flown to Geman before move to US

Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — For the first time since 2021,
Afghan nationals are being
brought here to the largest over-
seas American military commun-
ity, where they’re waiting for long-
sought documents that will allow
them to move to the United States.

It’s part of a ramped-up effort
by the State Department to reset-
tle thousands of Afghans who
worked for the U.S. government,
along with their families, but who
haven’t yet received special immi-
grant visas, a representative from
the U.S. Consulate General in
Frankfurt said Monday.

The first of a planned series of
flights from Kabul arrived in Ger-
many earlier this month, said the
consulate official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, citing
State Department policy.

The State Department is aiming
to process the visa applications in
under 30 days, the consulate offi-
cial said.

After the U.S.-backed Afghan

government’s fall in August 2021,
more than 34,000 refugees were
flown to Germany and given tem-
porary housing at Ramstein Air
Base and Rhine Ordnance Bar-
racks, in the southwestern state of

Rheinland-Pfalz, before moving
to the United States.

It was part of the largest human-
itarian evacuation in U.S. history,
known as Operation Allies Ref-
uge, which airlifted more than

Stars and Stripes
Men and boys attend an English lesson at Rhine Ordnance Barracks in Kaiserslautern, Germany, in 2021.

120,000 people out of Afghanistan.

The number of Afghans arriv-
ing in Germany now is much
smaller than in 2021, said the con-
sulate official, who was unable to
provide figures or say exactly

The visas will be issued only to
people and their families who
meet all resettlement require-
ments and have provided “faithful
and valuable service to the United
States government,” the repre-
sentative said.

Prospective immigrants must
obtain their visas before arriving
in the United States. The U.S. dip-
lomatic presence in Afghanistan
ended with the Taliban takeover,
so the Afghan visa applicants first
must travel to a third country.

Bringing Afghans to a U.S. mil-
itary base means the processing
can be done on a larger scale and
in a controlled environment.

Resettlement efforts have con-
tinued since 2021. Special immi-
grant visas have been processed at
60 posts around the world, but ap-
plicants have had to make their
way to these posts themselves.

During the last fiscal year, the
U.S. issued more than 18,000 spe-
cial immigrant visas to Afghan ap-
plicants, the most in a single year,
according to the U.S. Consulate in
Frankfurt.

Policy revision OKs dogs, cats, fish for US troops at Incirlik

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

A tiny Yorkshire terrier named
Archer is the first pooch in years
to set paw on Incirlik Air Base,
where a longtime ban on pets has
been lifted, to the delight of U.S.
personnel stationed at the base in
southeastern Turkey.

Archer belongs to Chief Master
Sgt. Melissa Robbins, the senior
enlisted leader of the 39th Mission
Support Group. His presence on
base has been a morale booster,
Robbins said.

“Archer is not just my compan-
ion. He represents the beginning
of a new era for Incirlik,” she said.

The pet policy revision allows
for service members in single-oc-
cupancy homes — for one resident
or a married couple — to have up

to two dogs or cats, the 39th Air
Base Wing said in a statement
Monday.

The policy also authorizes all
troops to have an aquarium of up
to 25 gallons. But no reptiles al-
lowed; the aquarium can house
only fish, the wing said.

“The significance of this cannot
be overstated,” the wing state-
ment said. “It marks a shift to-
wards recognizing the importance
of pets in the lives of military fam-
ilies.”

Archer is the first dog to take up
residence at the base since 2016,
when deteriorating security con-
ditions in Turkey prompted U.S.
military leaders to order hun-
dreds of family members out of
the country.

The move brought an end to ac-

companied tours at the base,
where previously either standard
tours with dependents or two-year
assignments were the norm.

Concerns at the time about ter-
rorist threats and the intense
fighting against the Islamic State
group across the border in Syria
prompted the change.

The lifting of the restrictions on
pets is the latest sign of things get-
ting back to normal at Incirlik.

In August, a U.S. Air Forces Eu-
rope and Africa task force hosted a
meeting focused on the feasibility
of reinstating standard tours at the
base that allow for children. The
task force’s report is expected so-
metime this winter.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
@john_vandiver

MabisoN SyLVESTER/U.S. Air Force

Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Melissa Robbins shares a moment with
her Yorkshire terrier Archer at Incirlik Air Base in Turkey on Dec. 8.

New Hampshire computer chip plant 1st to get funding from CHIPS law

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Biden
administration said Monday it
would provide $3S million to BAE
Systems to increase production at
a New Hampshire factory making
computer chips for military air-
craft, including F-15 and F-3S jets.

This is the first allocation of in-
centives from last year’s biparti-
san CHIPS and Science Act,
which provides more than $52 bil-
lion to boost the development and
manufacturing of semiconductors
in the United States.

The Commerce Department’s
choice of a military contractor in-

stead of a conventional chip man-
ufacturer reveals the national se-
curity focus of the law, as more
and more weapons systems de-
pend on advanced chips that could
be decisive in both preventing and
fighting wars.

President Joe Biden signed the
incentives into law in August 2022
partly out of concerns that a mil-
itary attack on Taiwan could de-
prive the world of advanced com-
puter chips and plunge the U.S. in-
to a recession.

“We can’t gamble with our na-
tional security by depending sole-
ly on one part of the world or even

one country for crucial advanced
technologies,” said Commerce
Secretary Gina Raimondo, who
called the investments a “onceina
generation opportunity to ad-
vance our national and economic
security and create a thriving,
long lasting domestic semicon-
ductor manufacturing industry.”
The coronavirus pandemic re-
vealed the fragility of computer
chip supplies as a worldwide shor-
tage curbed U.S. auto production
and pushed up prices around the
start of Biden’s presidency.
Biden in a statement said the in-
centives his administration is pro-

viding have already led to more
than $230 billion in planned in-
vestments in semiconductors and
electronics.

Biden has gone to a planned In-
tel factory in Ohio and a new Tai-
wan Semiconductor Manufactur-
ing Co. plant in Arizona, as well as
touted in New York investments
by IBM.

The president has made these
financial commitments part of his
pitch to voters ahead of the 2024
elections, saying his policies have
energized the U.S. economy.

“Over the coming year, the De-
partment of Commerce will

award billions more to make more
semiconductors in America, in-
vest in research and development
capabilities to keep America at the
forefront of new technologies,” Bi-
den said in a statement.

Government officials said the
investment in the BAE Systems’
facility will ultimately save money
for taxpayers.

The money being paid out as the
company hits benchmarks will
help quadruple the plant’s pro-
duction capacity, helping to halve
the price of making the chips and
leading to net savings for the fed-
eral agencies buying the chips.
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WAR IN UKRAINE

Russia attacks Kyiv as energy
Infrastructure seen vulnerable

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — A Russian mis-
sileattack on Ukraine’s capital early
Monday destroyed several homes
and left more than 100 households
without electricity.

The predawn attack on Kyiv
came amid warnings that Russia
will step up its attacks on the coun-
try’s energy infrastructure as win-
ter sets in with freezing temper-
atures.

A series of loud explosions fol-
lowed by air raid sirens broke the si-
lence in Kyiv just after 4 a.m. as the
city was under its nightly curfew.

Ukraine’s military said its air de-
fenses intercepted all eight ballistic
missiles. However, falling debris
fromrockets damaged homesonthe
ground, leaving one person wound-
ed and three others suffering severe

shock, officials said.

AP journalists witnessed some of
the destruction in the district of
Bortnychi on the southeastern out-
skirts of Kyiv. A home under con-
struction wasripped apartand near-
by buildings were partially dam-
aged, with gaping holes in the roofs
and walls.

Victor Demchenko, the owner of
the destroyed house, was clearing
debris from his property, next to a
craterabout16 feetdeepintheback-
yard. Demchenko said he was in an-
other part of the city when he heard
the explosions.

“Then the neighbor called ... and
said all that is left of the house is a
crater,” he said. “I didn’t believe
him, soItook the carand drove here.
Well, you can see it yourself, there is
nothing to be found here.”

The attack also left some 120
households in the city without elec-
tricity, Ukraine’s Ministry of Ener-
gy said. Ukrainian officials have
warned that Russia will target ener-
gy infrastructure like it did last win-
ter.

Elsewhere in Ukraine on Mon-
day, the air force said it intercepted
18 Russian drones, mostly over the
southern Mykolaiv region.

The attacks came as President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy was in Ar-
gentina for the swearing-in of the
country’s new president, Javier Mi-
lei. It was the Ukrainian leader’s
first official trip to Latin America as
Kyiv continues to court support
among developing nations for its 21-
month-old fight against Russia’s in-
vading forces.

Zelenskyy met with Milei as well

EFREM LUKATSKY/AP

A local resident, top right, looks at the debris at a site of a recent
Russian missile attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Monday.

as with the presidents of Uruguay,
Paraguay and Ecuador. During the
inauguration ceremony, Zelenskyy
could be seen exchanging words
with Hungarian leader Viktor Or-
ban, widely considered one of Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin’s
closest allies in Europe and one of
the few European leaders who
hasn’tsided with Ukraineinthe war.

In his nightly video address, Zel-
enskyy said he had a ‘“highly
straightforward conversation” with
Orban, “focused on our European
affairs.” EU leaders are meeting
this week in Brussels. Orban has de-
manded that EU membership talks
with Ukraine and billions of euros in
funding meant for Kyiv be taken off
the agenda.

Zelenskyy to visit Biden, members of Congress in bid to free Ukraine aid

Bloomberg News
Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelenskyy
is headed to Washington for talks
with President Joe Biden and U.S.
congressional leaders, signaling a
push to energize support among his
country’s allies almost two years in-

to Russia’s invasion.

With Biden’s request for further
military assistance to Kyivstalledin
Congress, the Ukrainian president
will make his case on Capitol Hill
and at the White House on Tuesday
at a key juncture in his fight to re-

gain Russian-occupied territory.
Zelenskyy is expected tomake an
in-person address toameeting of all
U.S. senators on Tuesday morning,
a Senate leadership aide said.
House Speaker Mike Johnson will
also meet Zelenskyy, spokesman

Raj Shah said on X, formerly Twit-
ter.

Continued U.S. military support
has hit a snag as senators struggle to
reach a compromise on U.S.-Mexi-
coborderpolicy changesthat Repu-
blicans insist are needed for assis-

tance to Ukraine topass both houses
of Congress.

With lawmakers scheduled to
leave Washington at the end of the
week for the holiday break, Senate
negotiators said Sunday that differ-
ences persist.
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Israel fights militants in Gaza’s largest cities

Civilians trapped
as battles waged
across north, south

By NaJiB JoBaIN
AND SAmyY MAGDY
Associated Press

RAFAH, Gaza Strip — Israeli
forces battled Palestinian mili-
tants in Gaza’s two largest cities
on Monday, with civilians still
trapped in the fighting even after
hundreds of thousands have fled
to other parts of the besieged terri-
tory.

Israel has pledged to keep fight-
ing until it removes Hamas from
power, dismantles its military ca-
pabilities and returns all of the
hostages taken by militants during
Hamas’ Oct. 7 surprise attack into
Israel that ignited the war.

The U.S. has provided unwa-
vering diplomatic and military
support for the campaign, even as
it has urged Israel to minimize ci-
vilian casualties and further mass
displacement. The war has killed
thousands of Palestinian civilians
and driven nearly 85% of the terri-
tory’s 2.3 million people from their
homes.

Residents said there was heavy
fighting in and around the south-
ern city of Khan Younis, where Is-
raeli ground forces opened a new
line of attack last week, and battles
were still underway in parts of Ga-
za City and the urban Jabaliya ref-
ugee camp in northern Gaza,
where large areas have been re-
duced to rubble.

In central Gaza, an Israeli air-
strike overnight flattened a resi-
dential building where some 80
people were staying in the Magha-
zi refugee camp, residents said.

Ahmed al-Qarah, a neighbor

5

OHAD ZWIGENBERG/AP

Israeli soldiers take positions near the Gaza Strip border, in southern Israel, on Monday.

who was digging through the rub-
ble for survivors, said he knew of
only six people who made it out.
“The rest are under the building,”
he said.

Several of the dead were
brought to a nearby hospital,
where their loved ones could be
seen sobbing and holding funeral
prayers.

In Khan Younis, Radwa Abu
Frayeh saw heavy Israeli strikes
overnight around the European
Hospital, where the U.N. human-
itarian office says tens of thou-
sands of people have sought shel-
ter. She said one hit a home close
to hers late Sunday.

“The building shook,” she said.
“We thought it was the end and we
would die.”

Hussein al-Sayyed, who fled
Gaza City earlier in the war with
his three daughters, is staying in a
three-story home in the city with
around 70 others. He said they

have been rationing food for days.
“I don’t know where to go,” he
said. “No place is safe.”

Hamas is believed to have suf-
fered heavy losses, but on Monday
it fired a barrage of rockets that
set off sirens in Tel Aviv. One per-
son was lightly wounded, accord-
ing to the Magen David Adom res-
cue service, and Channel 12
broadcast footage of a cratered
road and damage to cars and
buildings in a suburb.

Fears of displacement

With very little aid allowed into
Gaza, Palestinians face severe
shortages of food, water and other
basic goods. Some openly worry
that Palestinians will be forced out
of the territory altogether in a re-
peat of the mass exodus from what
is now Israel during the 1948 war
surrounding its creation. That
gave rise to built-up and seeming-
ly permanent refugee camps like

Jabaliya and Maghazi.

Eylon Levy, an Israeli govern-
ment spokesman, called allega-
tions that Israeli intends to drive
people en masse from Gaza “out-
rageous and false.” But other Is-
raeli officials have discussed such
a scenario, raising alarm in Egypt
and other Arab countries that re-
fuse to accept any refugees.

At the same time, it’s not clear
when or if Palestinians would be
allowed to return to Gaza City and
much of the north—home to some
1.2 million before the war —
where entire neighborhoods have
been flattened.

Palestinians in Lebanon and the
Israeli-occupied West Bank ob-
served a general strike on Monday
called by activists to demand a
cease-fire, after the U.S. vetoed a
United Nations Security Council
resolution calling for one on Fri-
day. A similar, nonbinding vote is
planned in the General Assembly

on Tuesday.

Harsh in the south

Israel says it tries to avoid
harming civilians and blames
their deaths on Hamas, saying it
endangers residents by fighting in
dense areas and positioning mili-
tary infrastructure — including
weapons, tunnels and rocket
launchers — in or near civilian
buildings.

The military said five soldiers
were Killed in a battle in southern
Gaza on Sunday, after militants
fired at them from a school and set
off an explosive device. It said the
troops, backed by aircraft and
tanks, returned fire and killed the
militants.

Forces operating in Jabaliya
found a truck full of long-range
rockets near a school, and a rifle,
two rocket-propelled grenade
launchers and explosives in a
home, the army said.

Israel has urged people to flee to
what it says are safe areas in the
south — and the fighting in and
around Khan Younis has pushed
tens of thousands toward the town
of Rafah and other areas along the
border with Egypt. But Israel has
continued to strike alleged mili-
tant targets throughout the terri-
tory.

Associated Press reporters saw
nine bodies brought to a local hos-
pital on Monday after an airstrike
hit a home in Rafah overnight.

The aid group Doctors Without
Borders said people in the south
are also falling ill as they pack into
crowded shelters or sleep in tents
in open areas.

Nicholas Papachrysostomou,
MSF emergency coordinator in
Gaza, said “every other patient” at
a clinic in Rafah has a respiratory
infection after prolonged expo-
sure to cold and rain.

Iraq: Rocket

FROM PAGE 1

Al-Sudani has condemned the
attacks and U.S. counterstrikes as
a violation of his country’s sover-
eignty. He has also ordered au-
thorities to pursue militants in-
volved in the attacks, most of
which caused no injuries and only
minor damage.

His office declined further com-
ment.

Washington has sent messages
that its patience is wearing thin.

After the embassy attack, the
Pentagon said that Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin “made clear (to
al-Sudani) that attacks against
U.S. forces must stop.”

U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken told al-Sudani that Wash-
ington expects Iraqi officials to
take more action to prevent such
attacks, and believes they have the
capability to do so, a U.S. official

attack marks

told The Associated Press.

During a recent trip to the re-
gion, CIA Director William Burns
warned al-Sudani of “harsh conse-
quences” if Iraq doesn’t act to stop
the attacks, an Iraqi official said.

Both officials spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity in line with
briefing regulations.

In a call with the Iraqi premier
earlier this month, Blinken said
that Americans would take mat-
ters into their own hands, arguing
that Baghdad had not done enough
to pursue the perpetrators, ac-
cording to two Iraqi officials who
spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized
to comment publicly.

Two days later,a U.S. strikeon a
drone launch site near the Iraqi
city of Kirkuk Killed five militants.

The U.S. and much of the inter-
national community have scram-

escalation as

bled to prevent the war in the be-
sieged Gaza Strip from expanding
across the region.

Analyst Renad Mansour said he
believes Iran is making sure the
attacks remain below a threshold
that would provoke a major U.S.
response.

“Both Iran and Iraq have main-
tained thus far a clear line that, at
the moment, Iraq cannot turn into
a playground that could destabil-
ize the Sudani government,” said
Mansour, a senior research fellow
at the Chatham House think tank.

He said that’s partially due to
Irag’s role of passing messages
between Washington and Tehran.

Sometimes the messenger is al-
Sudani.

In early November, Blinken
met with al-Sudani in Baghdad a
day before the Iraqi prime minis-
ter was set to visit Tehran.

officials try to contain war

Al-Sudani had won a specific
promise from the militias that no
attacks would be launched during
Blinken’s visit, according to an
Iraqi official and a member of the
Kataib Hezbollah militia.

Following the visit, al-Sudani
carried a message from Blinken to
Iran to restrain the militias.

Both officials spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because they
were not authorized to comment
publicly.

A week after the Iraqi premier’s
diplomatic efforts, the United
States extended Iraq’s sanctions
waiver by four months to pur-
chase Iranian electricity.

Iran-hawks in Washington crit-
icized the move, saying it would
shore up revenue for Tehran
while its proxies are at war with
Israel.

Mansour says Washington has

used the sanctions waiver as “one
of its cards” in economy-centered
efforts to pressure Iran and Iraq.

Unlike Lebanon’s Hezbollah
group, seen as Iran’s most power-
ful proxy in the region, Iraq’s mili-
tias have so far only played a limit-
ed role in the conflict.

For now, only small number of
militiamen from Iraq are in south-
ern Lebanon, near Israel’s north-
ern border, said the official from
the Kataib Hezbollah group.

He said the Iraqis are working
on “battle management” along-
side Hezbollah and representa-
tives of Hamas, the militant group
that has ruled Gaza for 16 years
and is currently battling Israel.

He said Iran-backed groups in
Iraqg don’t want the conflict to
spread across the region, but are
prepared to respond with force to
any attacks.
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More travelers

are forecast for

holiday season

By Davip KoeNiG
Associated Press

More Americans are expected
to fly or drive far from home over
Christmas than did last year, put-
ting a cap on a busy year for trav-
el.

Auto club AAA forecast Mon-
day that 115.2 million people will
go 50 miles or more from home
during the 10 days between Dec.
23 and New Year’s Day. That’s
2.2% more than AAA predicted
during the comparable stretch
last year.

“That desire to get away is
stronger than we have seen in a
very long time,” said AAA spokes-
woman Aixa Diaz. “People are
willing to adjust their budgets in
other areas of their life, but they
want to keep traveling.”

The AAA predicts that the holi-
day season will still fall 3% short
of record travel in 2019, the last
Christmas before COVID-19 hit
the United States.

Air travel in the U.S. has al-
ready rebounded, surpassing 2019
levels.

The number of travelers going
through U.S. airport checkpoints
is up 12.4% over last year and 1.4%
higher than in 2019, according to
the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration. Travel around the
Thanksgiving Day holiday topped
2019 numbers, peaking at 2.9 mil-
lion — a single-day record for TSA
— screened on Sunday, Nov. 26.

Airlines are predicting a block-
buster holiday season.

Airlines for America says 39
million people — about 2.8 million

LYNNE SLADKY/AP

Travelers walk through Miami International Airport earlier this year. More Americans are expected to
travel 50 miles or more over the Christmas holiday this year than did last year, experts say.

a day on average — will board
U.S. flights between Dec. 20 and
Jan. 2. The trade group for big
U.S. carriers expects about 3 mil-
lion on the peak days — the Thurs-
day and Friday before Christmas
and the four days after the holi-
day.

The airlines count people more
than once if they take connecting
flights instead of nonstops, so
their numbers are higher than
those reported by TSA.

Travel is strong even though
many Americans say they are
worried about the economy. In an
AP-NORC poll last week, seven
out of 10 people surveyed rated
the economy as poor. But at least
inflation has cooled off a bit.

Airline passengers are getting a
slight break from last year’s high
prices. Average fares in October
were 13% lower than a year ear-
lier, according to the govern-
ment’s latest data.

AAA predicts that 7.5 million
people will fly in the U.S. in late
December, but the club expects
far more — nearly 104 million —
to drive over the holidays.

Motorists will pay a bit less to
fill up. The national average price
for a gallon of gasoline was $3.19
at the end of last week, compared
with $3.33 a year earlier, accord-
ing to AAA. Gas is under $3 a gal-
lon across a swath in the middle of
the country.

Trump not
testifying
2nd time at
fraud trial

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Donald Trump
said Sunday he has decided against
testifying for a second time at his
New York civil fraud trial, posting
on social media a day before his
scheduled appearance that he “ve-
ry successfully & conclusively”
testified last month and saw no
need to do so again.

The former president, the lead-
ing contender forthe 2024 Republi-
can nomination, had been expect-
ed to return to the witness stand
Monday as a coda to his defense
against New York Attorney Gener-
al Letitia James’ lawsuit.

James, a Democrat, alleges
Trumpinflated his wealth on finan-
cial statements used in securing
loans and making deals. The case
threatens Trump’s real estate em-
pire and cuts to the heart of his im-
age as a successful businessman.

“I will not be testifying on Mon-
day,” Trump wrote in an all-capi-
tal-letters, multipart statement on
his Truth Social platform less than
20 hours before he was to take the
witness stand.

“I have already testified to ev-
erything & have nothing more to
say,” Trump added, leaving the fi-
nal word among defense witnesses
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Former President Donald Trump, second from left, sits at the defense
table Thursdayy with his attorneys Christopher Kise, left, Alina Habba,
second from right, and Clifford Robert at New York Supreme Court.

toanaccountingexperthired by his
legal team who testified last week
that he found “no evidence, what-
soever, for any accounting fraud”
in Trump’s financial statements.

A Trump spokesperson did not
immediately respond to questions
about his decision.

The decision was an abrupt
change from Trump’s posture in
recent days, when his lawyers said
he was insistent on testifying again
despite their concerns about a gag
order that has cost him $15,000 in
fines for disparaging the judge’s
law clerk.

“President Trump has already
testified. There is really nothing
more to say to a judge who has im-
posed an unconstitutional gag or-
der and thus far appears to have ig-
nored President Trump’s testimo-

ny and that of everyone else in-
volved in the complex financial
transactions at issue in the case,”
Trump lawyer Christopher Kise
said Sunday.

Trump’s decision came days af-
terhis son, Eric Trump, ditched his
return appearance on the witness
stand. Trump said on social media
that he’d told Eric to cancel.

It also follows Trump’s first trip
back to court since he testified in
the case on Nov. 6.

Trump’s cancellation caught
court officials by surprise. Without
Trump on the witness stand, the
trial will be on hold until Tuesday,
when New York University profes-
sor Eli Bartov will finish his testi-
mony. State lawyers say they’ll
then call at least one rebuttal wit-
ness.

Snowfall, rain, gusty
winds hit Northeast

Associated Press

A combination of heavy rain,
snow, and wind brought threats of
flooding and power outages to the
Northeast on Monday, part of the
same storm system that Kkilled six
people in Tennessee, where torna-
does toppled houses and tens of
thousands of people lost power in
the wintry weather.

The National Weather Service
issued winter storm warnings
through the evening as snow fell
across Vermont and northern New
York, where up to 10 inches of
snow could accumulate. The
weather service said that snowfall
rates of an inch an hour were pos-
sible. Many schools were closed in
Vermont.

A mix of rain and snow was fall-
ing in New Hampshire and some
roads had minor flooding in
Maine, and gusty winds were ex-
pected in New England Monday
afternoon.

Between 1.5 to 3 inches of rain
fellinthe New York City areaover-
night, but the storm was moving
fastand a flood watch and wind ad-
visory were lifted Monday morn-
ing.

The Washington, D.C., area also
saw rain and mild temperatures
turn into some slushy snow and
near-freezing conditions Sunday
night.

The situation in parts of Tennes-
see and Kentucky was more dire:

Emergency workers and com-
munity members were dealing
with the aftermath of severe week-
end storms and tornadoes that sent
dozens of people to hospitals while
damaging buildings, turning over
vehicles and knocking out power.
In all, 11 Tennessee counties were
affected by Saturday’s tornadoes
and severe weather.

The tornado that hit Clarksville,
Tenn., on Saturday, Killing three
people and injuring 62, was an
EF3, with peak winds of 150 mph,
the weather service office in Nash-
ville announced. It was on the
ground for more than an hour,
traveling 43 miles across Mont-
gomery County, Tenn., and Todd
and Logan counties in Kentucky.
At its widest point the tornado’s
path was 600 yards.

Another tornado that struck just
north of Nashville and also raked
Hendersonville and Gallatin was
an estimated EF2, with winds of
125 mph, the weather service said.
Authorities said it tossed one mo-
bile home onto another, Killing
three people inside the two homes.

In the Bowling Green, Ky, area,
an EF1tornadotraveled more than
2 miles with peak winds of 90 mph.
And in west Tennessee, a survey
team determined that an EF1 tor-
nado with peak winds of 110 mph
tracked nearly 25 miles over a half
hour across Gibson and Weakley
counties in west Tennessee.
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Shift in smugglmg
routes overwhelm §
US border agents &

By AN1TA SNOW
Associated Press

LUKEVILLE, Ariz. — Gerston
Miranda and his wife were among
thousands of migrants recently ar-
riving at this remote area on Ari-
zona’s southern border with Mex-
ico, squeezing into the United
States through a gap in the wall
and walking overnight about 14
miles with two school-aged
daughters to surrender to Border
Patrol agents.

“There is no security in my
country,” said the 28-year-old
from Ecuador, who lost work
when his employer closed due to
extortion by criminals. “Without
security you cannot work. You
cannot live.”

A shift in smuggling routes has
brought an influx of migrants here
from countries as diverse as Sene-
gal, Bangladesh and China,
prompting the Border Patrol to
seek help from other federal agen-
cies and drawing scrutiny to an is-
sue critical in next year’s presi-
dential elections.

With hundreds of migrants
crossing daily in the area, the U.S.
government on Monday indefi-
nitely shut down the nearby inter-
national crossing between Luke-
ville, Ariz., and Sonoyta, Mexico,
to free Customs and Border Pro-
tection officers assigned to the
port of entry to help with transpor-
tation and other support. The
agency also has partially closed a
few other border ports of entry in
recent months, including a pedes-

trian crossing in San Diego and a
bridge in Eagle Pass, Texas.

Customs and Border Protection
“continues to surge personnel and
resources to the Border Patrol’s
Tucson Sector to expeditiously
take migrants into custody,” the
agency said Sunday. “The fact is
we are enforcing the law, and
there are consequences for those
who fail to use lawful pathways.”

“Individuals encountered at the
border are screened and vetted,
and those without a legal basis to
stay are removed,” it said, adding
that consequences can include a
minimum five-year bar on re-en-
try. The agency said it is also fo-
cusing efforts on smugglers and
transportation networks like bus
lines that bring the migrants
through northern Mexico.

Critics of closing the Lukeville
crossing, including Arizona Dem-
ocratic Gov. Katie Hobbs; the
state’s two U.S. senators, the gov-
ernor of Mexico’s Sonora state and
the leadership of the nearby Toho-
no O’odham Nation, said it could
harm trade and tourism. Hobbs
urged President Joe Biden to reas-
sign the 243 National Guard mem-
bers already in the Tucson sector
to help reopen the Lukeyville cross-
ing.

The morning after it was closed,
about a dozen Border Patrol
agents in olive green uniforms
watched over some 400 migrants
who had spent the night by the to-
wering wall of steel bollards,
wrapped in shiny Mylar blankets
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Hundreds of migrants gather along the border after breaking through gaps in the border wall on Dec. 5, in

Lukeville, Ariz.

they later discarded among sagua-
ro cactus and Palo Verde trees.

Three or four times as many
CBP field operations officers in
navy blue uniforms helped the mi-
grants into white vans for a short
drive to a canopied field intake
center. From there, agents took
migrants for processing to the
Border Patrol’s Ajo station, a half-
hour north, or to other locations
such as Tucson.

U.S. authorities have been so
short-handed in Arizona that they
have used charter flights to trans-
fer some migrants from Tucson to
three Texas border cities for proc-
essing, according Witness at the
Border, an advocacy group that
analyzes flight data.

Federal air marshals who pro-
vide security on commercial
flights, and even Federal Protec-
tive Service officers who guard
U.S. government buildings, are
being diverted to the border, offi-
cials have said, without saying ex-
actly where they are going.

“We are seeing a lot of different
kinds of uniforms down here,” hu-
manitarian aid worker Tom Win-

go said in Lukeville.

Nonprofit groups worry about
the migrants’ well-being.

“This is a humanitarian crisis
that’s happening in our own back-
yard,” said Dora Rodriguez,
chairperson of the Tucson non-
profit Humane Borders, which
keeps water tanks on the border
for migrants. “There are hun-
dreds of people, including infants
and children, who are stranded in
remote areas of the desert for
days.”

The Lukeville area’s popularity
as a place to cross the border from
Mexico into the U.S. emerged in
recent months. It’s one of the most
striking examples of migrants
shifting to a remote area, putting
the Border Patrol on its heels. In
2019, Antelope Wells, N.M., be-
came a popular spot. This year al-
so has seen hundreds of migrants
camping in the mountains of Ja-
cumba Hot Springs, Calif., waiting
for agents to process them.

The 2020 census listed Luke-
ville’s population as 35, but the
mobile home park where many
residents lived now appears aban-

doned, with boarded up buildings
and a scattering of old manufac-
tured homes.

A previously busy service sta-
tion and store that sold ice and
snacks to travelers was closed in-
definitely on Monday.

The Lukeville border crossing
is also popular among U.S. resi-
dents driving from Arizona to the
popular resort of Puerto Penasco,
or Rocky Point. Nicknamed “Ari-
zona’s beach,” it is about 62 miles
south of the border on the north-
ern shores of the Sea of Cortez.

Americans who want to travel to
Puerto Pefasco now must cross
through Nogales, a three-hour
drive to the east, or San Luis, a
two-hour drive to the west.

Alfonso Durazo, the governor of
Mexico’s Sonora state, has asked
officials of both countries to “un-
dertake all necessary efforts nec-
essary to resume as soon as possi-
ble the extraordinary commer-
cial, tourist and social relationship
that have historically distin-
guished Sonora and Arizona.”

“The solution is not to close bor-
der crossings,” Durazo said.

Special counsel asks high court for quick ruling on Trump prosecution

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Special
counsel Jack Smith on Monday
asked the Supreme Court to take
up and rule quickly on whether
former President Donald Trump
can be prosecuted on charges he
plotted to overturn the 2020 elec-
tion results.

A federal judge ruled the case
could go forward, but Trump,
2024 Republican presidential pri-
mary front-runner, signaled he
would ask the federal appeals
court in Washington to reverse
that outcome.

Smith is attempting to bypass
the appeals court. The request
filed Monday for the Supreme
Court to take up the matter direct-
ly reflects Smith’s desire to keep
the trial, currently set for March 4,
on track and to prevent any delays
that could push back the case until

after next year’s presidential elec-
tion.

“This case presents a funda-
mental question at the heart of our
democracy: whether a former
President is absolutely immune
from federal prosecution for
crimes committed while in office
or is constitutionally protected
from federal prosecution when he
has been impeached but not con-
victed before the criminal pro-
ceedings Dbegin,” prosecutors
wrote.

The earliest the court would
consider the appeal would be Jan.
S, 2024, the date of the justices’
next scheduled private confe-
rence.

Underscoring the urgency for
prosecutors in securing a quick
resolution that can push the case
forward, they wrote: “It is of im-
perative public importance that

respondent’s claims of immunity
be resolved by this Court and that
respondent’s trial proceed as
promptly as possible if his claim of
immunity is rejected.”

At issue is a Dec. 1 ruling from
U.S. District Judge Tanya Chut-
kan that rejected arguments by
Trump’s lawyers that he was im-
mune from federal prosecution. In
her order, Chutkan, who was ap-
pointed by President Barack Oba-
ma, wrote that the office of the
president “does not confer a life-
long ‘get-out-of-jail-free’ pass.”

“Former Presidents enjoy no
special conditions on their federal
criminal liability,”  Chutkan
wrote. “Defendant may be subject
to federal investigation, indict-
ment, prosecution, conviction,
and punishment for any criminal
acts undertaken while in office.”

If the justices get involved, they

would have an opportunity to rule
for the first time ever on whether
ex-presidents enjoy immunity
from prosecution. Justice Depart-
ment policy prohibits the indict-
ment of a sitting president.
Though there’s no such bar
against prosecution for a former
commander in chief, lawyers for
Trump say that he cannot be
charged for actions that fell within
his official duties as president — a
claim that prosecutors have vigor-
ously rejected.

Smith’s team stressed that if the
court did not expedite the matter,
there would not be an opportunity
to consider and resolve the ques-
tion in the current term.

“The United States recognizes
that this is an extraordinary re-
quest. This is an extraordinary
case,” prosecutors wrote. “The
Court should grant certiorari and

set a briefing schedule that would
permit this case to be argued and
resolved as promptly as possible.”

Prosecutors are also asking the
court to take up Trump’s claim, al-
so already rejected by Chutkan,
that he cannot be prosecuted in
court for conduct for which he was
was already impeached — and ac-
quitted — before Congress.

Trump faces charges accusing
him of working to overturn the re-
sults of the 2020 election he lost to
Democrat Joe Biden before the vi-
olent riot by his supporters at the
U.S. Capitol. He has denied any
wrongdoing.

A Supreme Court case usually
lasts several months, from the
time the justices agree to hear it
until a final decision. Smith is ask-
ing the court to move with un-
usual, but not unprecedented,
speed.
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End of strikes helps to keep
unemployment rate under 4%

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. em-
ployers added a healthy 199,000
jobs last month and the unemploy-
ment rate fell, fresh signs that the
economy could achieve an elusive
“soft landing,” in which inflation
would return to the Federal Re-
serve’s 2% target without causing
a steep recession.

Friday’s report from the Labor
Department showed that the un-
employment rate dropped from

3.9% to 3.7%, not far above a five-
decade low of 3.4% in April. The
jobless rate has now remained be-
low 4% for nearly two years, the
longest such streak since the late
1960s.

Last month’s job gain was inflat-
ed by the return of about 40,000
formerly striking auto workers
and actors, who were not at work
in October but were back on the
job in November.

The latest jobs report and other
recent data portray an economy

MicHAEL DWYER/AP

Workers apply sheathing to a new residential building on Friday in
Boston’s East Boston neighborhood. U.S. employers added 199,000
jobs last month and the unemployment rate fell to 3.7%.

and a labor market that, while still
sturdy, are downshifting back to
pre-pandemic norms. Businesses
are hiring but are less desperate to
fill huge numbers of jobs. More
Americans have come off the side-
lines to look for work, and immi-
gration has jumped this year.

As a result, employers are find-
ing it easier to hire, with fewer
complaints of worker shortages
and less pressure to aggressively
raise pay, which can fuel inflation.

“What we wanted was a strong
but moderating labor market, and
that’s what we saw in the Novem-
ber report,” said Robert Frick, an
economist at the Navy Federal
Credit Union.

A cooling job market is also just
what the Fed was hoping to
achieve as it sought to slow the
economy and inflation with its
rapid interest rate hikes in the
past year and a half. Hiring has av-
eraged just over 200,000 a month
in the past three months, down
from an average of about 320,000
in the same period last year.

And most of last month’s job
gains were concentrated in just a
few sectors. The health care in-
dustry — doctors’ offices and hos-
pitals — added 93,000 jobs in No-
vember. Hotels and restaurants
added 40,000, and governments
49,000, accounting for nearly all
the job growth.

By contrast, retailers, shipping
and warehousing companies, and
temporary help agencies all cut
jobs.

DOJ antitrust effort is dealt a blow after
court overturns contractor conviction

By RAcHEL WEINER
AND PERRY STEIN
The Washington Post

A federal appeals court this
month overturned the antitrust
conviction of a North Carolina
contractor for price-rigging in
sales to the state government, a
setback for an aggressive Justice
Department push to prosecute il-
legal collusion between business-
es.

Brent Brewbaker already
served his 18-month prison sen-
tence, and the court did not upend
his related fraud convictions or a
guilty plea by his company. But
the unanimous opinion from the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Fourth Circuit on Dec. 1 indicated
that he never should have been
charged with an antitrust violation
because of the nature of the busi-
ness arrangement and that district
court judges should scrutinize
such charges more closely.

The Justice Department is con-

sidering an appeal to the full
Fourth Circuit, saying in a court
filing that the decision’s “ramifi-
cations” are “of exceptional im-
portance to the criminal enforce-
ment of the antitrust laws.”

Brewbaker was a manager at an
aluminum manufacturer called
Contech that did work for the
North Carolina Department of
Transportation in collaboration
with another company called Po-
mona Pipe Products. Both would
bid on contracts with the state.
When Contech won a bid, the com-
pany would hire Pomona to do the
installation. When Pomona won, it
would buy the aluminum from
Contech.

The two companies both bid to
increase their chances of winning
contracts, because Pomona’s bids
had been thrown out for technical
reasons in the past, and to stay on a
list of contractors available for
emergency products.

But according to the court rec-

ord, in 2009 Brewbaker decided to
start asking Pomona not just what
it would charge Contech for its la-
bor, but for the company’s total
bid price on contracts. Contech
would then charge slightly more.
In the eyes of the Justice Depart-
ment, that turned a partnership
into an illegal price-fixing
scheme, underscored by the fact
that Brewbaker began making his
communications with Pomona
more covert.

Even so, the court ruled, the two
companies were not clearly in
competition in a way that makes
such price-fixing automatically il-
legal.

Because Contech was a supplier
for Pomona, and manufacturers
can set prices for the products
they sell to distributors, it was a
more complicated relationship
that had to be evaluated based on
whether the agreement did or did
not have an anti-competitive im-
pact on the market.
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This image, provided by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration on
Nov. 17, shows three recalled applesauce products — WanaBana
apple cinnamon fruit puree pouches, Schnucks-brand
cinnamon-flavored applesauce pouches and variety pack, and
Weis-brand cinnamon applesauce pouches.

Applesauce lead cases in
kids surge to 118 amid
some oversight questions

The Washington Post

It started as a routine investiga-
tion: Two young siblings in west-
ern North Carolina had tested pos-
itive for lead poisoning in June.
Alan Huneycutt, a longtime envi-
ronmental health specialist with
the state’s department of health
and human services, was dogged-
ly trying to find the source.

He had ruled out the usual sus-
pects in and around the children’s
home — old paint, contaminated
water or tainted soil—yet the chil-
dren’s lead levels continued to
climb.

What he eventually found —
that the two siblings had eaten
contaminated pouches of cinna-
mon applesauce — sparked an in-
ternational investigation by the
Food and Drug Administration
and a massive national recall of
cinnamon applesauce pouches
manufactured by an Ecuador-
based company, Austrofood, and
sold under the brand names Wa-
naBana, Schnucks and Weis.

Dozens of other children
around the country are believed to
have been poisoned. A Washing-
ton Post investigation has found
the number of children affected is
probably higher than official
counts. As of Dec. S, the FDA said
it has received reports of 64 chil-
dren under age 6 who have suf-
fered “adverse events” linked to
the tainted cinnamon applesauce
pouches.

But state health and environ-
ment officials have told The Post
they are investigating at least 118
confirmed or suspected casesin 31
states believed to be linked to the
popular applesauce snacks. To de-
termine the extent of the expo-
sure, The Post contacted officials
in S0 states and the District of Co-
lumbia, and received responses
from all but Kansas.

The discrepancy in case counts
is probably because of differences
in how suspected and confirmed
cases are reported at the state and

federal level. The FDA said its
count is based on self-reported in-
formation submitted by health
care providers, consumers and
some state partners. In some cas-
es, parents of children with elevat-
edleadlevels don’t have old apple-
sauce pouches to test, but they
have reported that their children
had eaten the snacks in recent
months.

As the investigation has ex-
panded, experts have grown
alarmed at the potential level of
lead in the pouches, some of which
have tested at more than S00 times
acceptable thresholds, according
to North Carolina health officials.
Parents of exposed children told
investigators that the applesauce
pouches were a favorite treat, and
some children reportedly con-
sumed three, four or even as many
as six pouches a day.

The recall has renewed ques-
tions about whether the FDA is do-
ing enough to regulate toxic met-
als in baby and toddler foods. In
2021, two congressional reports
found that many popular food
products made for babies and tod-
dlers contain significant levels of
lead, arsenic, cadmium and mer-
cury, yet an action plan to estab-
lish voluntary limits by April 2024
appears to have stalled.

While these metals are often in
soil and can be found in trace
amounts in many foods, there’s
growing concern about contami-
nation of baby and toddler foods
because young children often eat a
limited diet, and metals such as
lead can damage a developing
brain.

“We know that lead has major
impacts on child development and
health,” said Sen. Tammy Duck-
worth, D-IIl., who co-sponsored
legislation in 2021 that would have
strictly limited the levels of harm-
ful heavy metals in baby food, in
an emailed statement. “It’s clear
our nation must do more to get
lead out of the food we feed them.”
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Argentina’s president:
Spending cuts coming

By Davip BILLER
AND DEBORA REY
Associated Press

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina —
It wasn’t the most uplifting of in-
augural addresses. Rather, Ar-
gentina’s newly empowered Pres-
ident Javier Milei presented fig-
ures to lay bare the scope of the
nation’s economic “emergency,”
and sought to prepare the public
for a shock adjustment with dras-
tic public spending cuts.

Milei said in his address to thou-
sands of supporters in the capital,
Buenos Aires, that the country
doesn’t have time to consider oth-
er alternatives.

“We don’t have margin for ster-

ile discussions. Our country de-
mands action, and immediate ac-
tion,” he said. “The political class
left the country at the brink of its
biggest crisis in history. We don’t
desire the hard decisions that will
need to be made in coming weeks,
but lamentably they didn’t leave
us any option.”

South America’s second largest
economy is suffering 143% annual
inflation, the currency has
plunged and four in 10 Argentines
are impoverished. The nation has
a yawning fiscal deficit, a trade
deficit of $43 billion, plus a daunt-
ing $45 billion debt to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, with $10.6
billion due to the multilateral and

5
MaTiLbe CamPoDONICO/AP

Argentina's newly sworn-in President Javier Milei and his sister Karina
ride a car heading to the government house in Buenos Aires,

Argentina, on Sunday.

private creditors by April.

“There’s no money,” is Milei’s
common refrain.

But he promised the adjustment
would almost entirely affect the
state rather than the private sec-
tor, and that it represented the

first step toward regaining pros-
perity.

“We know that in the short term
the situation will worsen, but soon
we will see the fruits of our effort,
having created the base for solid
and sustainable growth,” he said.

Teen arrested in alleged plot

Associated Press

BERLIN — A 16-year-old teen-
ager has been arrested for alleg-
edly planning to attack a syn-
agogue in Vienna, Austria’s top se-
curity official said Monday.

The teenager, who was arrested
Thursday, had announced in on-

line chats that he intended to pro-
cure a weapon to attack an un-
specified synagogue in Vienna, In-
terior Minister Gerhard Karner
said. He had already obtained the
financial means for the attack,
Austrian news agency APA re-
ported.

to attack Vienna synagogue

Officials did not identify the
suspect. They said he lived near
Steyr in northern Austria.

His home was searched and
several electronic data carriers
were seized, APA reported.

Authorities also found images
and video material with instruc-

tions for making bombs, weapons
and ammunition, APA said.

Austrian  authorities  have
beefed up security for synagogues
and other Jewish and Israeli insti-
tutions following an increase in
antisemitic incidents in the wake
of the Israel-Hamas war.

Suspect held
in shooting
deaths in
Swiss town

Associated Press

BERLIN — Two people were
killed and one was wounded as a
gunman opened fire at two loca-
tions in a southern Swiss town on
Monday and then fled, police said.
The suspect was arrested on Mon-
day afternoon.

Authorities were alerted to a
wounded person in a parking lot in
Sion, the capital of the Valais can-
ton at 7:15 a.m., police said. They
found a 34-year-old woman with a
fatal gunshot wound. A 41-year-
old man was shot and killed a few
minutes later and a 49-year-old
woman was wounded.

Police launched a manhunt and
issued an appeal for people to
come forward with any informa-
tion on a 36-year-old believed to
be the gunman.

The man was eventually caught
by police in the St. Leonard region,
according to a police statement.

They said that he appears to
have known his victims, but did
not give further details.

Local prosecutors have opened
a murder investigation.
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Floating farms rise, address climate, food security woes

By MIkE CORDER
AND MELINA WALLING
Associated Press

ROTTERDAM, Netherlands —
On the top deck of a three-tiered
structure moored near downtown
Rotterdam, brown and white cows
graze on hay dropped from a con-
veyor belt above their heads and
rinds of oranges salvaged from su-
permarket juice machines in the
port city. Canopies overhead pro-
tect the cows from sun and collect
rainwater they will eventually
drink.

Sometimes the Maas-Rijn-Ijssel
cows —named for three Dutch riv-
ers — walk over to a machine that
automatically milks them, or they
shuffle out of the way of arobot trun-
dling past to mop up manure that
willbe turned intoorganic fertilizer.

“We call our cows upcycle la-
dies,” says Minke van Wingerden of
the Floating Farm, which sells the
milk, cheese and buttermilk pro-
duced by the cowsinasmall shopon
dry land next toits harbor berth.

The Floating Farm, which has
been operational since 2019 and
bills itself as the world’s first such
farm, isn’t on entirely new terrain.

PaTrICcK PosTt/AP

Cows eat at the Floating Farm on Nov. 7 in Rotterdam, Netherlands.

Effortstoputagricultureonorinthe
water are as old as the Aztecs, who
built artificial islets to grow food
long ago in what’s now Mexico.
Butit’s anidea that is getting new
attention as a way of tackling both
food security and the challenges of
climate change. And it doesn’t have
to be as sophisticated as the Dutch
farm, which came about after Van
Wingerden’s husband, Peter, wit-
nessed the food shortages that hit

New York after Hurricane Sandy
slammed the city in 2012.

In coastal and low-lying areas of
India and Bangladesh, a non-gov-
ernment organization is reviving a
traditional practice of creating
floating rafts that can keep see-
dlings above monsoon flood waters
that can drown crops.

The South Asian Forum for Envi-
ronment, based in Kolkata, has
made some technological improve-

ments for what it calls “climate-re-
silient float farming.” The bamboo
rafts are built larger and heavier to
better withstand storms. Plastic
covering and shade nets protect
fragile plants, and solar-powered
pumps collect rainwater to irrigate
the seedlings.

And the organization has part-
nered with local research institutes
to supply farmers with the best pos-
sible climate-resilient seeds, and to
pass on knowledge about pest con-
trol. Communications director Am-
rita Chatterjee said that canbecome
more urgent when pests proliferate
in times of extreme heat, like this
summer, where the temperature
reached 113 degrees Fahrenheit in
some locations.

Chatterjeesaid theraftsare “nota
very conventional type of farming”
and it takes patience to get used to
them. But in a few years they’ve
more than doubled, to 500, the num-
ber of floating farms operating in
different villages. Vegetables like
medicinal plants, spinach and chi-
lies are among the items cultivated
on the floating platforms, and farm-
ers can also raise crabs to be fat-
tened for market in floating boxes.

“Slowly, everyone is getting in-
terested,” Chatterjee said.

With increasingly erratic mon-
soons, the rafts have helped with
food security, Chatterjee said. They
were also helpful when the Indian
state of West Bengal was hit with a
one-two punchofacyclone followed
by COVID-191in 2020, she said.

Farmers using the rafts now are
feeding themselves and selling a bit
of surplusinlocal markets, Chatter-
jee said. Her group hopes that the
idea can be scaled up to make it
much more commercially viable.

Floating farms will clearly be
scalable in the coming decades in
Southeast Asia, but educating about
the technology may be ahurdletoits
adoption in some places, said Craig
Jenkins, academy professor of so-
ciology at Ohio State University.

The owners of the Dutch floating
farm are already moving to expand
beyond their cows.

They plantoadd asecond floating
farm in the same harbor for vertical
agriculture — growing vegetables
indoors, under lights in stacks of
growing beds, irrigated with water
purified in part with heat from the
Ccows’ manure.
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Menu signed by Chairman
Mao fetches $275,000

MA BOSTON — An offi-

cial menu for a state
banquet that bears the signature
of former Chinese leader Mao Ze-
dong has been auctioned for
$275,000.

Boston-based RR Auction said
the menu auctioned was for a ban-
quet held in Beijing on Oct. 19,
1956, and commemorated the first
state visit to China by Pakistan’s
Prime Minister Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy.

The menu was signed in foun-
tain pen by six influential Chinese
statesmen, including Mao and
Premier Zhou Enlai. The banquet
featured foods from both nations
and included delicacies such as
“Consommé of Swallow Nest and
White Agaric,” “Shark’s Fin in
Brown Sauce” and “Roast Peking
Duck.”

Senator’s son charged in
crash that killed deputy

N BISMARCK — The

42-year-old son of U.S.
Sen. Kevin Cramer was charged
with manslaughter and fleeing an
officer after a police pursuit ended
in a crash thatkilled a North Dako-
ta sheriff’s deputy who had just
laid a tire deflation device on the
road and was taking cover behind
his squad car, according to court
documents.

Ian Cramer, of Bismarck, was
traveling over 100 mph and al-
ready had two flat tires when he
slammed head-on into Deputy
Paul Martin’s squad car, pushing
it “directly into Martin’s person
and launching him for about 100
feet,” according to charging docu-
ments. Martin, 53, was killed.

According to Bismarck police,
Ian Cramer was driven by his
mother to Sanford Health emer-
gency room in Bismarck over con-
cerns about his mental health.

One of Kevin Cramer’s daugh-
ters tracked the SUV through a
cellphone and alerted authorities.

Thousands of revelers
descend for SantaCon

NEW YORK — Here
come Santa Clauses.
Again.

Throngs of people dressed as
jolly OlId St. Nick descended on
New York City for the annual San-
taCon charity pub crawl on Satur-
day.

The booze-fueled stroll, which
included no shortage of Grinches,
elves and other Christmas-
themed costumes, kicked off at 10
a.m. in bars and clubs in midtown
Manhattan. Revelers were ex-
pected to make their way down-
town where the festivities end at 8
p.m. in local watering holes in the
East Village.

The organizers encouraged par-
ticipants to donate $15 to enter
participating venues, which they
have said will go to charitable
causes.

Similar Christmas-themed bac-

Frenemies forever

Skiers dressed as The Grinch and Santa Claus, respectively, participating in the annual Santa Sunday fundraiser, ride a chairlift Sunday at the
Sunday River ski resort in Newry, Maine. The annual event raises money for local charities.

chanals were slated in cities
across the U.S. and Europe, from
San Francisco and Cincinnati to
London and Berlin.

Sprawling casino, hotel
catering to locals opening

LAS VEGAS —Las Ve-

gas is getting its first
ground-up casino in more than
two years, with the debut of amod-
est $780 million property several
miles from resort-lined Strip that
will cater more to local residents
than international tourists.

Station Casinos, subsidiary of
publicly traded Red Rock Resorts
Inc., planned a daylong celebra-
tion and a nighttime fireworks dis-
play with the opening of the 15-sto-
ry Durango Casino and Resort
outside the city’s main resort cor-
ridor.

The 200-room hotel-casino rep-
resents the seventh off-Strip prop-
erty in and around Las Vegas for
Station Casinos, a company the
late Frank Fertitta Jr. started as a
bingo parlorin 1976 that today em-
ploys more than 11,000 workers.

Maternal mortality rate
higher for Black women

M JACKSON — Black

people make up about
38% of Mississippi’s population,
but a new study showed that Black
women were four times more like-
ly to die of causes directly related

to pregnancy than white women in
the state in 2020.

“It is imperative that this racial
inequity is not only recognized,
but that concerted efforts are
made at the institutional, com-
munity, and state levels to reduce
these disparate outcomes,” wrote
Dr. Michelle Owens and Dr.
Courtney Mitchell, leaders of the
Maternal Mortality Review Com-
mittee that conducted the study.

The Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health published the find-
ings.

The committee said 80% of
pregnancy-related deaths in Mis-
sissippi between 2016 and 2020
were considered preventable, and
cardiovascular disease and hy-
pertension remain top contrib-
utors to maternal mortality.

Women need comprehensive
primary care before, during and
after pregnancy, but many people
live in areas where health care
services are scarce, Owens and
Mitchell wrote.

White House pledges $6B
to high-speed rail routes

c SACRAMENTO — The

Biden administration
said it will give more than $6 bil-
lion to a pair of high-speed electric
rail routes in the U.S. West, inject-
ing new life into long-stalled pro-
jects hailed by supporters as the
future of public transportation but
bemoaned by critics for their high

price tags and lengthy construc-
tion times.

U.S. senators from California
and Nevada said the federal gov-
ernment will give $3 billion for a
planned privately-owned route
between Las Vegas and the Los
Angeles area plus another $3.1 bil-
lion for an initial segment of Cali-
fornia’s publicly-funded effort to
eventually connect Los Angeles
and San Francisco.

The money is a fraction of the to-
tal cost to build the routes. But it
signals the Biden administration’s
commitment to high-speed rail, a
mode of transportation common-
place in Europe and Asia but by-
passed in the U.S. and its car-ob-
sessed culture.

Pilot back after duck
crashed into windshield

I SIOUX CITY — An Iowa

helicopter pilot is back in
the air, two weeks after a water-
fowl smashed through the wind-
shield of his chopper and knocked
him for a loop.

Pilot Troy McCormick told
KCAU-TV that he’s lucky he
wasn’t hurt worse when what he
believed was a duck came crash-
ing through the windshield.

McCormick flies for Wings Res-
cue in Sioux City. He was en route
to Storm Lake Hospital to pick up
a patient. The chopper was near
the hospital, “and just about that
time, ‘wham!” ” McCormick re-

RoBERT F. BUKATY/AP

called. “The bird came through
the windscreen and hit me right in
the side of the head here, ‘boom,’
and then exploded all over in the
inside of the aircraft.”

McCormick, covered in blood
and feathers, was able to divert to
Storm Lake Airport and land,
though he remains fuzzy about
how that happened.

Ex-labor leader convicted
of embezzling from union

P PHILADELPHIA —

Former Philadelphia
labor leader John “Johnny Doc”
Dougherty and a codefendant
were convicted of using more than
$650,000 in union funds for per-
sonal use, marking the second
conviction federal prosecutors
have secured against the long-
powerful figure since a sweeping
2019 indictment.

Dougherty, who led Local 98 of
the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers for nearly
three decades, was convicted of
conspiracy, embezzlement and
dozens of other charges by a jury
after a monthlong trial. Prosecu-
tors said he and codefendant
Brian Burrows, Local 98’s former
president, used the money for
items including home renova-
tions, concerts, groceries and
even a cookie tray for the christen-
ing of a relative’s baby.

From The Associated Press
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‘Barbie’ gets
9 Globes nods

‘Oppenheimer’ has 8 as awards season
kicks off: ‘Succession’ leads TV with 9

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

Greta Gerwig’s “Barbie” dominated the Golden Globe Awards
nominations with nine nods for the blockbuster film, including best
picture musical or comedy as well as nominations for actors Margot
Robbie and Ryan Gosling and three of its original songs.

It was closely followed by its release date and meme companion
Christopher Nolan’s “Oppenheimer,” which scored eight nomina-
tions, including best picture drama and for actors Cillian Murphy,
Robert Downey Jr. and Emily Blunt.

The revamped group, now a for-profit endeavor with a larger and
more diverse voting body, announced nominations Monday for its
awards show. Cedric the Entertainer and Wilmer Valderrama
presided over the announcements from the Beverly Hilton Hotel in
Beverly Hills, Calif., where the show will take place on Jan. 7.

Other films nominated for best motion picture drama included
Martin Scorsese’s “Killers of the Flower Moon,” Bradley Cooper’s
“Maestro,” Celine Song’s “Past Lives,” Justine Triet’s “Anatomy of
a Fall” and Jonathan Glazer’s “The Zone of Interest.”

In the best motion picture musical or comedy category, “Barbie”
was joined by “Air,” “American Fiction,” “The Holdovers,” “May
December” and “Poor Things.”

Yorgos Lanthimos’ “Poor Things” and Scorsese’s “Killers of the
Flower Moon” both received seven nominations each.

“Barbie” tied for second-most nominations in Globes history
with “Cabaret,” from 1972. Robert Altman’s “Nashville” remains
the record-holder with 11 nominations.

“Succession” was the top-nominated television program, with
nine nods including for series stars Brian Cox, Jeremy Strong, Sa-
rah Snook and Kieran Culkin.

As always there were some big surprises, like Jennifer Lawrence

ScotT GARFITT, INVISION/AP

Ryan Gosling, left, and Margot Robbie pose July 12 during a
“Barbie” film premiere in London. The movie’s nine Golden
Globes nominations include one for Robbie in the category of
best performance by a female actor in a musical or comedy.

getting nominated for her R-rated comedy “No Hard Feelings” for
best performance by a female actor in a musical or comedy.

Sofia Coppola’s widely acclaimed “Priscilla” got only one nomi-
nation, for actor Cailee Spaeny’s portrayal of Priscilla Presley.

The Globes won’t have to worry about anyone criticizing its “all
male” directors this year, however. Gerwig was nominated as was
Celine Song, for her romantic debut “Past Lives,” alongside Nolan,
Scorsese, Cooper and Lanthimos.

Netflix got the most nominations overall, with 13 total for a slate
which included “Maestro,” “May December” and “Rustin,” fol-
lowed by Warner Bros., which made “Barbie,” “The Super Mario
Bros. Movie” and “The Color Purple” with 12.

Ridley Scott’s “Napoleon” was not nominated at all. Instead, its
star Joaquin Phoenix was recognized for “Beau is Afraid” in the
category of lead actor in a comedy or musical. Michael Mann’s
“Ferrari,” with Adam Driver, and Wes Anderson’s starry “Asteroid
City” also got zero nominations.

Best drama movie: “Anatomy of a Fall”; “Killers
of the Flower Moon”; “Maestro”; “Oppenheimer”;
“Past Lives”; “The Zone of Interest”

Best movie musical or comedy: “Air”’; “American
Fiction”; “Barbie”; “The Holdovers”; “May Decem-
ber”; “Poor Things”

Female actor in a movie drama: Annette Bening,
“Nyad”; Lily Gladstone, “Killers of the Flower
Moon”; Sandra Huller, “Anatomy of a Fall”; Greta
Lee, “Past Lives”; Carey Mulligan, “Maestro”; Cai-
lee Spaeny, “Priscilla”

Actor in a movie drama: Bradley Cooper, “Maes-
tro”; Leonardo DiCaprio, “Killers of the Flower
Moon”; Colman Domingo, “Rustin”; Barry Keogh-
an, “Saltburn”; Cillian Murphy, “Oppenheimer”;
Andrew Scott, “All of Us Strangers”

Female actor in a musical or comedy: Fantasia
Barrino, “The Color Purple”; Jennifer Lawrence,
“No Hard Feelings”; Natalie Portman,” May De-
cember”; Alma Poysti, “Fallen Leaves”; Margot
Robbie, “Barbie”; Emma Stone, “Poor Things”

Actor in a musical or comedy: Nicolas Cage,
“Dream Scenario”; Timothee Chalamet, “Wonka”;
Matt Damon, “Air”; Paul Giamatti, “The Holdov-
ers”; Joaquin Phoenix, “Beau Is Afraid”; Jeffrey
Wright, “American Fiction”

Female actor in a supporting role: Emily Blunt,
“Oppenheimer”; Danielle Brooks, “The Color Pur-
ple”; Jodie Foster, “Nyad”; Julianne Moore, “May
December”; Rosamund Pike, “Saltburn”; Da'Vine
Joy Randolph, “The Holdovers”

Male actor in a supporting role: William Dafoe,
“Poor Things,”; Robert DeNiro, “Killers of the Flow-
er Moon”; Robert Downey Jr., “Oppenheimer”;
Ryan Gosling, “Barbie”; Charles Melton, “May De-
cember”; Mark Ruffalo, “Poor Things”

Select 2024 Golden Globe nominees

Animated film: “The Boy and the Heron”; “Ele-
mental”; “Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse”;
“The Super Mario Bros. Movie”; “Suzume”; “Wish”

Director: Bradley Cooper, “Maestro”; Greta Ger-
wig, “Barbie”; Yorgos Lanthimos, “Poor Things”;
Christopher Nolan, “Oppenheimer”; Martin Scor-
sese, “Killers of the Flower Moon”; Celine Song,
“Past Lives”

Score: “Poor Things”; “Oppenheimer”; “The Boy
and the Heron”; “Zone of Interest”; “Spider-Man:
Across the Spider-Verse”; “Killers of the Flower
Moon”

Best screenplay: Greta Gerwig, Noah Baum-
bach, “Barbie”; Tony McNamara, “Poor Things”;
Christopher Nolan, “Oppenheimer”; Eric Roth,
Martin Scorsese, “Killers of the Flower Moon”; Ce-
line Song, “Past Lives”; Justine Triet, Arthur Harari,
“Anatomy of a Fall”

Best motion picture non-English: “Anatomy of a
Fall” (France); “Fallen Leaves” (Finland); “lo Cap-
itano” (Italy); “Past Lives” (USA); “Society of the
Snow” (Spain); “The Zone of Interest” (United
Kingdom/USA)

Cinematic and box office achievement: “Bar-
bie”; “Guardians of the Galaxy Vol 3”; “John Wick:
Chapter 4”; “Mission Impossible - Dead Reckoning
Part One”; “Oppenheimer”; “Spider-Man: Across
the Spider-Verse”; “The Super Mario Bros. Movie”;
“Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour”

Television drama series: “Succession”; “1923";
“The Last of Us"; “The Morning Show"; “The Diplo-
mat”; “The Crown”

Television comedy series: “Ted Lasso”; “Abbott
Elementary”; “The Bear”; “Barry”; “Only Murders
in the Building”; “Jury Duty”

Limited series, anthology series or motion pic-
ture made for television: “All the Light We Cannot
See”; “Beef”; “Daisy Jones & the Six"; “Fargo”;
“Fellow Travelers”; “Lessons in Chemistry”

Female actor in a television drama: Helen Mir-
ren, “1923"; Bella Ramsey, “The Last of Us”; Keri
Russell, “The Diplomat”; Sarah Snook, “Succes-
sion”; Imelda Staunton, “The Crown”; Emma
Stone, “The Curse”

Male actor in a television drama: Brian Cox,
“Succession”; Kieran Culkin, “Succession”; Gary
Oldman, “Slow Horses”; Pedro Pascal, “The Last
of Us”; Jeremy Strong, “Succession”; Dominic
West, “The Crown”

Female actor in a television comedy: Rachel
Brosnahan, “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel”; Quinta
Brunson, “Abbott Elementary”; Ayo Edebiri, “The
Bear”; Elle Fanning, “The Great”; Selena Gomez,
“Only Murders in the Building”; Natasha Lyonne,
“Poker Face”

Male actor in a television comedy: Bill Hader,
“Barry”; Steve Martin, “Only Murders in the Build-
ing”; Jason Segel, “Shrinking”; Martin Short, “Only
Murders in the Building”; Jason Sudeikis, “Ted
Lasso”; Jeremy Allen White, “The Bear”

Supporting female actor in a television series: EI-
izabeth Debicki, “The Crown”; Abby Elliott, “The
Bear”; Christina Ricci, “Yellowjackets”; J. Smith-
Cameron, “Succession”; Meryl Streep, “Only Mur-
ders in the Building”; Hannah Waddingham, “Ted
Lasso”

Supporting male actor in a television series: Billy
Crudup, “The Morning Show”; Matthew Macfa-
dyen, “Succession”; James Marsden, “Jury Duty”;
Ebon Moss-Bachrach, “The Bear”; Alan Ruck,
“Succession”; Alexander Skarsgérd, “Succession”

Miyazaki's “The Boy
and the Heron’ is his
Ist No. 1 at box office

Associated Press

For the first time in Hayao Miyazaki’s
decades-spanning career, the 82-year-old
Japanese anime master is No. 1 at the North
American box office. Miyazaki’s latest en-
chantment, “The Boy and the Heron,” de-
buted with $12.8 million, according to studio
estimates.

“The Boy and the Heron,” the long-await-
ed animated fantasy from the director of
“Spirited Away,” “My Neighbor Totoro”
and other cherished anime classics, is only
the third anime to ever top the box office in
U.S. and Canadian theaters, and the first
original anime to do so.

Miyazaki’s previous best performer in
North America was his last movie, 2013’s
“The Wind Rises,” which grossed $5.2 mil-
lion in its entire domestic run.

“The Boy and the Heron” follows a boy
who, after her mother perishes in a World
War II bombing, is led by a mysterious her-
on to a portal that takes him to a fantastical
realm.

Last week’s top film, “Renaissance: A
Film by Beyoncé,” dropped steeply. The
concert film collected $S million in its sec-
ond weekend, a decline of 76% from its $21
million opening.

“The Hunger Games: The Ballad of Song-
birds & Snakes” took second place, with an
estimated $9.4 million in its fourth weekend
of release. The “Hunger Games” prequel
has a domestic haul of $135.7 million.

“Wonka,” one of the holiday season’s
most anticipated releases, kicked off its
overseas run with $43.2 million from 37 in-
ternational markets. It opens this weekend
in North America.

Ryan 0’Neal dies at 82

Ryan O’Neal, the heartthrob actor who
went from a TV soap opera to an Oscar-
nominated role in “Love Story” and deli-
vered a wry performance opposite his char-
ismatic 9-year-old daughter Tatum in “Pa-
per Moon,” died Dec. 8, said his son Patrick
O’Neal, a Los Angeles sportscaster, in a post
on Instagram.

No cause of death was
given. O’Neal was diag-
nosed with prostate can-
cer in 2012, a decade af-
ter he was first diag-
nosed with chronic leu-
kemia. He was 82.

O’Neal was among the
biggest movie stars in
the world in the 1970s,
working across genres with many of the
era’s most celebrated directors including
Peter Bogdanovich on “Paper Moon” and
“What’s Up, Doc?” and Stanley Kubrick on
“Barry Lyndon.” He often used his boyish,
blond good looks to play men who hid sha-
dowy or sinister backgrounds behind their
clean-cut images.

O’Neal maintained a steady television
acting career into his 70s in the 2010s, ap-
pearing for stints on “Bones” and “Desper-
ate Housewives,” but his longtime relation-
ship with Farrah Fawcett and his tumultu-
ous family life kept him in the news.

O’Neal had a best actor Oscar nomination
for the 1970 tear-jerker drama “Love Sto-
ry,” co-starring Ali MacGraw. The movie
includes the memorable line “Love means
never having to say you’re sorry.”

O'Neal in 2011
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OPINION

Will 3rd-party candidates matter? Too soon to guess.

By JONATHAN BERNSTEIN

Bloomberg Opinion

ithformer Republican Rep. Liz

Cheney’s comments that she’s

considering an independent

bid for president against Do-

nald Trump, experts are beginning to game

out how she and other third-party candidates
could affect next year’s election.

A political action committee backing inde-
pendent Robert F. Kennedy Jr.’s campaign
announced that it’s planning to spend at least
$10 million to get his name on that ballot in 10
states. And the quasi-party No Labels has
threatened to recruit a big-name candidate,
with retiring Republican Sen. Mitt Romney
and retiring Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin
getting plenty of buzz. Then you have inde-
pendent candidate Cornel West and Green
Party candidate Jill Stein, whoalsoranin 2012
and 2016.

There’s still time for more to join the field,
with filing deadlines a ways off. As long as
President Joe Biden’s approval ratings re-
main below 40% and similarly unpopular
Trump remains the Republican front-run-
ner, the race will seem tempting to many. Sig-
nificant third-party orindependent runs gen-
erally happen when there’s an unpopular in-
cumbent president eligible to run for reelec-
tion: see the candidacies of Ross Perotin1992,
John Anderson in 1980, George Wallace in
1968 and even Teddy Rooseveltin1912.

So the question arises about what impact
Kennedy, West and the others could have on
the race. To begin with, don’t expect any of
them to win the presidency, or even come
close. I'd be surprised if any of them comes
close to winning a single state. It’s true that
Kennedy is polling relatively well now, rang-

ing from 12% to 17% of the vote in recent sur-
veys. But there’s a long history of third-party
candidates starting strong and then fading.

It’s not impossible to construct a scenario
even more favorable to the independent can-
didate. Biden could be further harmed if the
economy turns bad, Trump could be convict-
ed atleast once by Election Day, and both are
vulnerable to the effects of aging. But the far
more likely outcome is that none of them
reach 10% nationally, or even 5%.

However in a close race, 5% of the vote is
more than enough to potentially tilt the out-
come for Biden or Trump, and analysts are al-
ready trying to assess which candidate might
be harmed. But if they’re looking at public
opinion polls to see what voters might do,
they’re looking in the wrong place — at least
for now. Most voters have no idea who Liz
Cheney and Robert F. Kennedy Jr. are, even
giventheir famous families. That’seven more
true for the kinds of swing voters most likely
to align with a third-party or independent
candidate. That’s because the most attentive
voters—the ones with the highestlevels of po-
litical information — are also the most likely
to be strong partisans.

The key is what those swing voters will be
seeing next September and October when
they start paying attention tothe election. And
that will depend on where and how these can-
didates campaign.

A candidate who puts resources into Dem-
ocratic states would likely hurt Biden; one
who makes an effort in Republican states
hurts Trump. For example, since the Electo-
ral College is winner-take-all by state, a can-
didate who mainly campaigns in Republican
Utah would potentially only harm Trump,
given that in a two-candidate contest a Repu-

blican should easily win there. Cheney, who
says she would run only to prevent Trump
from regaining the presidency, probably
shouldn’t even try to qualify for the ballot in
Democratic states. For someone like Kenne-
dy, it’s worth watching to see where he allo-
cates resources. That should give a sense of
whether he’s more likely to hurt Biden, as the
Democratic Party fears. The same is true of
any No Labels effort.

But none of these candidates have firm im-
ages, ideologically or otherwise, for most vot-
ers. And unlike major party candidates, they
don’t have a party with strong, well-devel-
oped positions on public policy, meaning
they’re free to choose what positions to take
and what to emphasize. Kennedy could focus
mainly onthe very liberal positions he’staken
on policies such as climate, which presum-
ably would appeal to those who would other-
wise find their way to Biden. Or he could talk
mostly about his anti-vaccine stance and oth-
er conspiracy theories, which might entice
potential Trump supporters. It’s too early to
know which strategy he’ll choose. As for Che-
ney, who is strongly anti-abortion, she might
maximize herappeal tovoters by stakingouta
moderate position on the issue to woo Demo-
crats wholike her pro-democracy record and
questtodefeat Trump, and are wary of Biden.

In any case, if you want to know who any
candidate might help, ignore the polls now
and look for signs of where and how they’re
campaigning, once the real campaigning be-
gins. Until then, we’ll just have to wait.

Jonathan Bernstein is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
politics. A former professor of political science at the University
of Texas at San Antonio, he wrote A Plain Blog About Politics.
This column does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
editorial board or Bloomberg LP and its owners.

No, Virginia, your

By MARK GONGLOFF
Bloomberg Opinion

f there’s one climate-change solution

everybody seems to agree on, it’s that

trees are good. Even Donald Trump,

who has called climate change a Chi-
nese hoax, has proposed planting a trillion
trees.

So it might seem that the holiday tradition
of chopping down one of these precious plan-
et-savers and dragging it into your living
room to festoon with lights and ornaments,
only to toss it on the curb a few weeks later,
would be bad for the climate. But in fact, you
may be doing the planet a favor.

For one thing, Christmas-tree farming is
generally a sustainable business. Trees grow
for many years before harvesting and are re-
placed by one or more seedlings when they’re
finally cut down. Just 30 million of the 350 mil-
lion or so trees on farms actually get chopped
down every season, according to The Nature
Conservancy, an environmental advocacy
nonprofit. While they grow, the trees absorb
carbon from the atmosphere, doing their part
to eat the emissions humans wantonly pump
into the air by burning fossil fuels, raising
cows and the like.

Of course, cutting trees down, digging up
the soil to plant new ones and hauling the har-
vest to your local Elks Club or Walmart park-
inglot for sale to the public does generate car-
bon emissions. But this pollution is nothing
compared with what’s involved in producing
artificial trees. These are typically hard to re-
cycle, and they are also typically shipped all
the way from China to that Walmart. Accord-

Christmas tree is not a climate crime

ing to one estimate, a 6-foot-tall artificial tree
(on the short side for a McMansion) produces
88 pounds of CO2 equivalent, compared with
less than 8 pounds for a real tree of the same
size.

Tomaximize the environmental benefits of
the real tree, you will need to make sure it’s
both sourced and recycled responsibly. Cut-
ting trees out of old-growth forests and then
just leaving them on the ground to rot raises
the carbon impact.

You could save yourselfall of this agonizing
by buying alive tree that you can replant once
you’re done making it look ridiculous. Of
course, then you’ve given yourself a chore.
But remember, if you still insist on getting an
artificial tree, you’'llhave touseitfor12 Christ-
mases tomake up the difference inemissions.
The risk is that you’d get sick of looking at it
long before then; the average household uses
such a tree for 10 years before chucking it.

Some people don’t have any other choice,
though. Maybe they have allergies or odor
sensitivities that make real trees, live or dead,
unbearable. This brings us to the deep, dark
secret of this column: It doesn’t really matter
whatyoudo. You couldjust stare at the corner
where a tree should be, or you could buy 100
artificial trees and set them all on fire on New
Year’s Day. Whatever CO2 equivalent you
produce is not even fit to be a rounding error
compared with the carbon emissions of, oh,
let’s say Walmart, which emitted 14 million
tons of CO2last year. (1)

As I've noted before, the idea of a personal
“carbon footprint” was invented by BP Plc,
the oil behemoth formerly known as British

Petroleum. It’s a clever marketing ploy that
makesyou, dearreader, feel guilty about your
own emissions, which in turn makes you less
likely to complain about those of, say, BP (340
million tons last year). (2)

The conundrum is that many individual
consumer choices together can shift demand
so much that it starts to make a real differ-
ence. And the richer you are, the bigger your
carbon impact and the greater your influ-
ence.

But the important thing to know is that you
can buy an artificial tree and eat cheeseburg-
ers and drive a gas-burning car if you need to
and still help fight global warming. Make
whatever lifestyle changes you can afford,
sure. Buttheimpact of talking to your friends,
loved ones and enemies about climate, advo-
cating for action and voting for politicians
who want to make a difference will last longer
than any Christmas decoration.

(1) 'm picking on Walmart only because
I’'vementioned it twice already in the column,
and it’s more fun to do things in threes. The
company has actually beenreducing its emis-
sions steadily in recent years and has a goal to
cut them by 65% from 2015 levels by 2030.

(2) Unlike Walmart’s numbers, BP’s num-
bers include “Scope 3” emissions, which in-
clude those generated by the fuel it produces
and sells.

Mark Gongloff is a Bloomberg Opinion editor and columnist
covering climate change. He previously worked for
Fortune.com, The Huffington Post and The Wall Street Journal.
This column does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
editorial board or Bloomberg LP and its owners.
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SCOREBOARD/COLLEGE FOOTBALL

COLLEGE FOOTBALL COLLEGE BASKETBALL TENNIS

Bowl schedule

Saturday, Dec. 16
Myrtle Beach Bowl
Conway, S.C.
Georgia Southern vs. Ohio
Celebration Bowl
Atlanta
Howard vs. Florida A&M
New Orleans Bowl
New Orleans
Jacksonville St. vs. Louisiana
Cure Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
Miami (Ohio) vs. Appalachian St.
New Mexico Bowl
Albuquerque, N.M.
New Mexico St. vs. Fresno St.
LA Bowl Hosted
Inglewood, Calif.
UCLA vs. Boise St.
Independence Bowl
Shreveport, La.
California vs. Texas Tech
Monday, Dec. 18
Famous Toastery Bowl
Charlotte, N.C.
W. Kentuclgy vs. Old Dominion
uesday, Dec 19
Frisco Bowl
Frisco, Texas
UTSA vs. Marshall
Thursday, Dec. 21
Boca Raton Bowl
Boca Raton, Fla.
USF vs. Syracuse
Friday, Dec. 22
Gasparilla Bowl
Tampa, Fla.
Geogia Tech vs. UCF
Saturday, Dec. 23
Camellia Bowl
Montgomery, Ala.
Arkansas St. vs. N. Illinois
Birmingham Bowl
Birmingham, Ala.
Troy vs. Duke
Armed Forces Bowl
Fort Worth, Texas
No. 24 James Madison vs. Air Force
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl
Boise, Idaho
Georgia St. vs. Utah St.
68 Ventures Bowl
Mobile, Ala.
South Alabama vs. Eastern Michigan
Las Vegas Bowl
Las Vegas
Utah vs. Northwestern
Hawaii Bowl
Honolulu, Hawaii
Coastal Carolina vs. San Jose St.
Tuesday, Dec. 26
Quick Lane Bowl
Detroit
Bowling Green vs. Minnesota
First Responder Bowl
Dallas
Texas St. vs. Rice
Guaranteed Rate Bowl
Phoenix
Kansas vs. UNLV
Wednesday, Dec. 27
Military Bowl Presented
Annapolis, Md.
No. 23 Tulane vs. Virginia Tech
Duke’s Mayo Bowl
Charlotte, N.C.
North Carolina vs. West Virginia
Holiday Bowl
San Diego, Calif.
No. 16 Louisville vs. Southern Cal
Texas Bowl
Houston
No. 22 Oklahoma St. vs. Texas A&M
Thursday, Dec. 28
Fenway Bowl
Boston
No. 17 SMU vs. Boston College
Pinstripe Bowl
New York
Rutgers vs. Miami
Pop-Tarts Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
No. 19 NC State vs. Kansas St.
Alamo Bowl
San Antonio, Texas
No. 12 Oklahoma No. 14 Arizona
Friday, Dec. 29
Gator Bowl
Jacksonville, Fla.
Clemson vs. Kentucky
Sun Bowl
El Paso, Texas

No. 15 Notre Dame vs. No. 21 Oregon St.
Libert 1

iberty Bow
Memphis, Tenn.

Memphis vs. lowa St.
Cotton Bowl

Arlington, Texas
No. 7 Ohio St. vs. No. 9 Missouri

FCS playoffs
Semifinals
Friday, Dec. 15

South Dakota St. vs. UAlbany
Saturday, Dec. 16

Montana vs. North Dakota St.
Championship
Saturday, Jan. 7

Semifinal winners
NCAA Division Il playoffs
Championship
Harding vs. Colo. Sch. of Mines
NCAA Division Ill playoffs
Championship
North Central (lll.) vs. Cortland

Sunday’s men’s scores

EAST

Boston College 86, St. John’s 80
Boston U. 73, Wagner 59
lona 61, St. Francis (Pa.) 54
Niagara 113, Buffalo St. 64
Providence 74, Brown 54
Saint Joseph'’s 74, Princeton 70
Temple 78, Albang (NY) 73

SOUTH

Chattanooga 112, Tenn. Wesleyan 51
Coll. of Charleston 85, Rhode Island 70
Colorado 90, Miami 63
E. Kentucky 121, Bethany (WV) 56
ETSU 73, Tennessee Tech 72
Lipscomb 78, Tennessee St. 71
Mississippi 70, UCF 68
Morehead St. 86, North Alabama 77
Stetson 123, Johnson 43
UNC-Greensboro 82, Elon 73
UNC-Wilmington 119, Montreat 50
UT Martin 110, Ecclesia 52
VCU 86, Alcorn St. 58
William & MarR/ABQ, Va.-Lynchburg 50
IDWEST

Ball St. 83, SIU-Edwardsville 71

Bowling Green 97, Ohio Dominican 49

Cent. Arkansas 73, E. Illinois 70

lowa St. 107, Prairie View 56

Michigan 90, lowa 80

N. Dakota St. 108, Oak Hills 14

Nebraska 77, Michigan St. 70

Northwestern 91, Detroit 59
SOUTHWEST

Abilene Christian 120, Howard Payne 69

Fordham 60, North Texas 59

Memphis 81, Texas A&M 75

Oklahoma St. 72, Tulsa 57

UTSA 93, Ark.-Fort Smith 60

Winthrop 85, UALR 68

FAR WEST

Hawaii 78, Hawaii Pacific 53

Long Beach St. 84, Southern Cal 79, OT

St. Thomas (MN) 66, Chicago St. 50

Washington St. 83, Grambling St. 65

Sunday’s women’s scores

EAST
Boston College 88, Siena 59
Columbia 79, Wagner 50
Dartmouth 49, Merrimack 45
Duquesne 89, Kent St. 82, 20T
Fairfield 77, Fordham 74
lona 60, Sacred Heart 50
Maryland 71, Northwestern 58
Pittsburgh 94, Lehigh 82
Quinnipiac 66, Holy Cross 63
St. John’s 55, Rhode Island 44
Temple 61, Penn 47
Towson 68, American 60
UMass 64, Mass.-Lowell 52
West Virginia 107, Delaware St. 43
SOUTH
Alabama 69, Samford 39
Alabama A&M 62, SC State 44
Ball St. 67, W. Kentucky 59
Coastal Carolina 73, UNC-Pembroke 49
Duke 82, Florida Gulf Coast 63
ETSU 77, Lees-Mcrae 42
Georgia Tech 94, Georgia St. 70
LSU 83, Louisiana-Lafayette 53
Lipscomb 85, Royals 49
Louisville 73, Kentucky 61
Memphis 69, Southern Miss. 67
47Middle Tennessee 63, Tennessee Tech

NC State 80, Liberty 67
Queens (NC) 83, Columbia (SC) 62
Richmond 80, Appalachian St. 77, OT
South Florida 105, Gardner-Webb 75
Tennessee 72, E. Kentucky 63
Tulane 67, Howard 52
UConn 76, North Carolina 64
UNC-Greensboro 52, Elon 47
Virginia Tech 85, Radford 40
Wake Forest 51, Norfolk St. 46
Winthrop 77, Carolina 52

MIDWEST

Butler 84, Chicago St. 51

Cincinnati 69, Xavier 47

Cleveland St. 71, Akron 62

Indiana St. 65, SE Missouri 57

lowa 87, Wisconsin 65

lowa St. 89, N. Dakota St. 59

Kansas 76, Wichita St. 56

Marquette 64, Illinois St. 62

Michigan 84, lllinois 48

Minnesota 60, Purdue 58

N. Illinois 75, Detroit 66

Ohio St. 94, Penn St. 84, OT

Omabha 92, Peru St. 70

South Dakota 108, Dickinson St. 46

Toledo 65, Loyola (Md.) 35

UMKC 68, W. Illinois 60
SOUTHWEST

Ark.-Pine Bluff 74, Arkansas 70

Auburn 58, UALR 45

Incarnate Word 57, Tarleton St. 42

Sam Houston St. 114, Texas College 51

TCU 85, Prairie View 41

Tulsa 72, Florida 64
FAR WEST

Creighton 73, Wyoming 61

Loyola Marymount 58, Mustangs 46

New Mexico 68, Hampton 55

San Diego 85, CS Northridge 61

Santa Clara 80, Menlo 39

South Carolina 78, Utah 69

Southern Cal 85, UC Riverside 53

UC Davis 87, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 66

UCLA 95, Florida St. 78

Washington 60, Washington St. 55

COLLEGE SOCCER

NCAA Men’s Tournament

Semifinals
Friday, Dec. 8
At Lynn Family Stadium
Louisville, Ky.
No. 2 Notre Dame 1, Or\%;on St.0 |
No. 9 Clemson 1, No. 5 West Virginia 0
Championship
Monday, Dec. 11
At Lynn Family Stadium
Louisville, Ky.
No. 2 Notre Dame vs. No. 9 Clemson

Montevideo Open

Sunday
At Carrasco Lawn Tennis Club
Montevideo, Uruguay

Purse: $115,000

Surface: Red clay

Women’s Singles
Championship

Renata Zarazua (2), Mexico, def. Diane
Parry (1), France, 7-5, 3-6, 6-4.

Open Angers Arena Loire

Sunday
At Arena Loire
Angers, France
Purse: Euro 100,000
Surface: Hardcourt indoor
Women's Singles
Championship
Clara Burel (2), France, def. Chloe Pa-
quet, France, 3-6, 6-4, 6-2.
Women’s Doubles
Championship
Monica Niculescu, Romania, and Cristi-
na Bucsa (1), Spain, def. Alexandra Pano-
va, Russia, and Anna Danilina (2), Kazakh-
stan, 6-1, 6-3.

Grant Thornton Invitational

PGA Tour and LPGA Tour
Sunday
At Gold Course
Naples, Fla.
Purse: $4 million
Yardage: 7,382; Par: 72
Final Round
Ko/Day, $1,000,000 58-66-66—190 -26
Henderson/Conners, $560,000 59-69-63—191 -25
Sagstrom/Aberg, $330,000 60-72-60—192 -24
Khang/McCarthy, $232,500 57-71-65—193 -23
Korda/Finau, $232,500 56-70-67—193 -23
Maguire/Glover, $185,000 57-69-68—194 -22
Thompson/Fowler, $185,000  60-68-66—194 -22
Yin/Taylor, $170,000 58-70-67—195 -21
Hull/Rose, $151,667 58-72-66—196 -20
Vu/Dahmen, $151,667 61-72-63—196 -20
Zhang/Theegala, $151,667 58-74-64—196 -20
Boutier/English, $140,000 63-69-65—197 -19
M.Reid/R.Henley, $135,000 64-70-66—200 -16
Corpuz/Champ, $127,500 59-78-65—202 -14
Lee/Horschel, $127,500 64-71-67—202 -14
Knight/Hoge, $120,000 66-71-66—203 -13

Sunday’s transactions

BASEBALL
National League

MIAMI MARLINS — Acquired C Christian
Bethancourt from Cleveland in exchange
for cash considerations.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

CHICAGO BULLS — Recalled F Julian Phil-
lips from the Windy City Bulls of the G
League.

LOS ANGELES LAKERS — Assigned F
Maxwell Lewis to the South Bay Lakers of
the G League.

SAN ANTONIO SPURS — Assigned F
Charles Bassey to the Austin Spurs of the
G League. Recalled F Sandro Mamukelash-
vili from the Austin Sé)urs of the G League.

HOCKEY

National Hockey League

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Assigned F
Blake Murray to Allen (ECHL).

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Activated C
Cole Sillinger from injured reserve.

DETROIT RED WINGS — Reassigned LW
Alexandre Doucet and D Antti Tuomisto to
Grand Rapids (AHL) from Toledo (ECHL).

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS — Reassigned G
Vyacheslav Peksa to Newfoundland
(ECHL) from Toronto (AHL).

AP SPORTLIGHT

Dec. 12

1937 — Rookie Sammy Baugh throws
second-half touchdown passes of 55, 78
and 33 yards to overcome a 14-7 Chicago
lead and give the Washington Redskins a
28-21 victory over the Chicago Bears for
the NFL championshiﬂ.

1953 — Maurice Richard of the Montreal
Canadiens becomes the NHL’s all-time
leading scorer with a goal and two assists
in a 7-2 victory against the New York Ran-
gers. Richard finishes the game with 611
points, one more than injured linemate EI-
mer Lach, who has held the record since
February 1952. .

1965 — Chicago’s Gale Sayers scores six
touchdowns with 336 combined yards to
lead the Bears to a 61-20 rout of the San
Francisco 49ers. The six TDs give Sayers
an NFL-record 21 for the season. Sayers’
first touchdown is a reception, the next
four rushing and the final one an 85-yard
punt return.

1968 — Arthur Ashe becomes the first
black person be ranked No. 1 in tennis.

1971 — Bobby Hull of the Chicago Black
Hawks scores his 1,000th point with an as-
sist in the first period of a 5-3 victory over
the Minnesota North Stars.

. 1977 — NBA Commissioner Larry O’'Brien
fined Kermit Washington $10,000 and sus-
pends the Los Angeles Lakers forward for
at least 60 days (26 games) for punching
Houston’s Rudy Tomjanovich during a

ame on Dec. 9. The suspension is the

ongest ever in NBA history and the fine is
thle maximum permissible under league
rules.

2021 — Dutchman Max Verstappen wins
Formula 1 Drivers’ Championship.

LSU’s Daniels heads
AP All-America team

By RaLprH D. Russo
Associated Press

Heisman Trophy winner Jay-
den Daniels from LSU was one of
seven players in either their fifth
or sixth season of college football
selected to The Associated Press
All-America team announced
Monday.

Daniels, a fifth-year quarter-
back, won the Heisman and AP
player of the year honors last week
after accounting for SO touch-
downs and nearly 5,000 yards of of -
fense this season.

He was joined in the backfield
by Missouri’s Cody Schrader, a
sixth-year running back and for-
mer Division II player who leads
the nation at 124.9 rushing yards
per game.

The other sixth-year player of
the AP firstteam was North Caroli-
na State linebacker Payton Wilson,
who won the Chuck Bednarik
Award as national defensive
player of the year.

Kansas State guard Cooper
Beebe, edge rushers Laiatu Latu
from UCLA and Jalen Green from

Scoreboard

James Madison, and Texas defen-
sive tackle T’Vondre Sweat were
the other fifth-year players to
make the first team.

College players who were in
school during the 2020 pandemic
season were granted an extra year
of eligibility and they are still mak-
ing their presence felt around the
country.

Eleven more fifth-year players
made the second and third teams
and there were eight sixth-year
players selected to those teams, in-
cluding Washington quarterback
Michael Penix Jr., the Heisman
runner up. Penix and the second-
ranked Huskies face No. 3 Texasin
the College Football Playoff’s Sug-
ar Bowl semifinal on Jan. 1.

Notre Dame offensive tackle Joe
Altand Ohio State receiver Marvin
Harrison Jr. were selected first-
team All-Americans for the sec-
ond straight year. Beebe and
Georgia tight end Brock Bowers
moved up from second team last
season to first this year.

No. S Alabamaled all teams with
three first-team All-Americans.

AP All-America Team

The AP All-America team was selected
by a panel of 18 college Top 25 poll voters.
FIRST TEAM
Offense

Quarterback — Jayden Daniels, fifth-
year, LSU.

Running backs — Ollie Gordon II, sec-
ond-year, Oklahoma State; Cody Schrad-
er, sixth-year, Missouri.

Tackles — Joe Alt, third-year, Notre
Dame; Olu Fashanu, fourth-year, Penn
State.

Guards — Cooper Beebe, fifth-year, Kan-
sas State; Zak Zinter, fourth-year, Michi-
gan.

Center — Jackson Powers-Johnson,
third-year, Oregon.

Tight end — Brock Bowers, third-year,
Georgia.

Wide receivers — Malik Nabers, third-
year, LSU; Marvin Harrison Jr., third-year,
Ohio State; Rome Odunze, fourth-year,
Washington.

All-purpose player — Travis Hunter, sec-
ond-year, Colorado.

Kicker — Graham Nicholson, third-year,
Miami (Ohio).

Defense

Edge rushers — Laiatu Latu, fifth-year,
UCLA; Jalen Green, fifth-year, James Madi-
son.

Interior linemen — T'Vondre Sweat,
fifth-year, Texas; Jer'Zahn Newton,
fourth-year, lllinois.

Linebackers — Payton Wilson, sixth-
year, North Carolina State; Edgerrin Coop-
er, fourth-year, Texas A&M; Dallas Turner,
third-year, Alabama.

Cornerbacks — Cooper Delean, third-
year, lowa; Kool-Aid McKinstry, third-
year, Alabama.

Safeties — Malaki Starks, second-year,
Georgia; Xavier Watts, fourth-year, Notre
Dame.

Defensive back — Terrion Arnold, third-
year, Alabama.

Punter — Tory Taylor, fourth-year, lowa.

SECOND TEAM
Offense

Quarterback — Michael Penix Jr., sixth-
year, Washington.

Running backs — Audric Estime, third-
year, Notre Dame; Omarion Hampton, sec-
ond-year, North Carolina.

Tackles — Taliese Fuaga, fourth-year,
Oregon State; JC Latham, third-year, Ala-
bama.

Guards — Tate Ratledge, fourth-year,
Georgia; Clay Webb, fifth-year, Jackson-
ville State.

Center — Sedrick Van Pran, fourth-year,
Georgia.

Tight ends — Dallin Holker, fifth-year,
Colorado State.

Wide receivers — Troy Franklin, third-
year, Oregon; Malik Washington, fifth-
year, Virginia; Luther Burden Ill, second-
year, Missouri.

All-purpose player — Ashton Jeanty,

second-year, Boise State.
Kicker — Jose Pizano, third-year, UNLV.
Defense

Edge rushers — Jonah Elliss, third-year,
Utah; Jared Verse, fourth-year, Florida
State.

Interior linemen — Byron Murphy II,
third-year, Texas; Howard Cross lll, fifth-
year, Notre Dame.

Linebackers — Jeremiah Trotter Jr.,
third-year, Clemson; Jason Henderson,
third-year, Old Dominion; Jay Higgins,
fourth-year, lowa.

Cornerbacks — Quinyon Mitchell,
fourth-year, Toledo; Beanie Bishop Jr.,
sixth-year, West Virginia.

Safeties — Tyler Nubin, fifth-year, Min-
nesota; Caleb Downs, first-year, Alabama.

Defensive back — Kris Abrams-Draine,
fourth-year, Missouri.

Punter — Matthew Hayball, sixth-year,
Vanderbilt.

THIRD TEAM
Offense

Quarterbacks — Bo Nix, fifth-year, Ore-
gon.

Running backs — Blake Corum, fourth-
_)Il_ear, Michigan; Kimani Vidal, fourth-year,

roy.

Tackles — Javon Foster, sixth-year, Mis-
souri; Troy Fautanu, fifth-year, Washing-

ton.

Guards — Christian Haynes, sixth-year,
Uthnn; Luke Kandra, fourth-year, Cincin-
nati.

Center — Zach Frazier, fourth-year,
West Virginia.

Tight end — Ben Sinnott, fourth-year,
Kansas State.

Wide receivers — Ricky White, fourth-
year, UNLV; Brian Thomas Jr., third-year,
LSU; Tetairoa McMillan, second-year, Ari-
zona.

All-purpose player — Xavier Worthy,
third-year, Texas.

Kicker — Will Reichard, fifth-year, Ala-
bama.

Defense

Edge rushers —Chop Robinson, third-
year, Penn State; Bralen Trice, fifth-year,
Washington.

Interior linemen — Kris Jenkins, fourth-
year, Michigan; Braden Fiske, sixth-year,
Florida State.

Linebackers — Nathaniel Watson, sixth-

ear, Mississippi State; Edefuan Ulofosh-
io, sixth-year, Washington; Danny Stut-
sman, third-year, Oklahoma.

Cornerbacks — Ricardo Hallman, third-
year, Wisconsin; T.J. Tampa, fourth-year,
lowa State.

Safeties — Trey Taylor, fifth-year, Air
Eorce; Dillon Thieneman, first-year, Pur-

ue.

Defensive back — Sebastian Castro,
fifth-year, lowa.

Punter — James Ferguson-Reynolds,
second-year, Boise State.

Associated Press
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NHL

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 26 18 5 3 39 87 65
Florida 2717 8 2 36 85 69
Toronto 24 14 6 4 32 84 77
Detroit 26 14 8 4 32 97 8
TampaBay 29 13 11 5 31 95 102
Montreal 28 12 13 3 27 76 97
Buffalo 28 11 14 3 25 79 94
Ottawa 22 11 11 0 22 78 70

Metropolitan Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
N.Y.Rangers 26 19 6 1 39 8 71

Philadelphia 27 15 10 2 32 83 73
Washington 2514 8 3 31 64 72
N.Y.Islanders 26 12 7 7 31 79 84
New Jersey 26 14 11 1 29 92 95
Carolina 27 14 12 1 29 8 90
Pittsburgh 26 11 12 3 25 75 69
Columbus 30 916 5 23 87 106

Western Conference

Central Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Winnipeg 26 16 8 2 34 8 170
Colorado 2716 9 2 34 94 8
Dallas 26 15 8 3 33 89 81
Nashville 281513 0 30 87 86
Arizona 26 13 11 2 28 8 77
St. Louis 27 13 13 1 27 76 88
Minnesota 26 10 12 4 24 81 88
Chicago 27 917 1 19 65 94

Pacific Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Vegas 2919 5 43 104 73
Vancouver 28 18 9 37 107 73
Los Angeles 25 16 5 36 92 60

5

1

4
Edmonton 25 12 12 1 25 88 84
Calgary 27 11 13 3 25 78 93
Seattle 29 814 7 23 74101
Anaheim 271017 0 20 71 92
San Jose 28 817 3 19 66 120

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Saturday’s games

Boston 5, Arizona 3

Vegas 6, Dallas 1

New Jersey 4, Calgary 2
Washington 4, N.Y. Rangers 0
Toronto 4, Nashville 0
Montreal 3, Buffalo 2, SO
Ottawa 5, Detroit 1

N.Y. Islanders 3, Los Angeles 2, OT
Chicago 3, St. Louis 1
Philadelphia 5, Colorado 2
Tampa Bay 4, Seattle 3, OT
Vancouver 4, Carolina 3

Sunday’s games

Florida 5, Columbus 2
Edmonton 4, New Jersey 1
Washington 4, Chicago 2
Nashville 2, Montreal 1

N.Y. Rangers 4, Los Angeles 1
Winnipeg 4, Anaheim 2
Minnesota 3, Seattle 0
Vegas 5, San Jose 4, SO

Monday’s games

Arizona at Buffalo
Toronto at N.Y. Islanders
Detroit at Dallas

Calgary at Colorado

Tuesday’s games

Arizona at Pittsburgh
Carolina at Ottawa
Toronto at N.Y. Rangers
Philadelphia at Nashville
Detroit at St. Louis
Calgary at Vegas
Chicago at Edmonton
Florida at Seattle

Tampa Bay at Vancouver
Winnipeg at San Jose

Associated Press

EDMONTON, Alberta— Calvin
Pickard made 26 saves for his first
NHL victory in almost two years
and the Edmonton Oilers ran their
winning streak to seven, beating
the New Jersey Devils 4-1 on Sun-
day.

Pickard last won in the NHL on
Jan. 28, 2022, with the Detroit Red
Wings. He made his fourth appear-
ance of the season for the Oilers
and has also played four games this
season for Bakersfield in the
American Hockey League.

“You can’t put too much pres-
sure on yourself when you don’t
play very often, but I felt good in
practice and I wanted to keep it go-
ing,” Pickard said. “I thought we
played a great game all the way
through, very defensive, really
good special teams and deserved
the win.”

The 31-year-old Pickard started
the season in Bakersfield and was
called up toreplace Jack Campbell
when Campbell had atough startto
the season.

“It is exciting. It is one of those
things where everyone just feels so
happy for the guy,” Oilers forward
Connor Brown said. “He stood on
his head, especially down the
stretch in that game. I thought he
did a greatjob. You are nothing but
happy for him. It’s always fun.”

Derek Ryan, Evan Bouchard,
Connor McDavid and Evander
Kane, with an empty-netter,
scored to help Edmonton improve
to12-12-1. Kane and McDavid each
added an assist, and Bouchard ex-
tended his points streak toll games
and McDavid pushed his tonine.

Jesper Bratt scored for New Jer-
sey, and Akira Schmid made 26
saves. Coming off their third
straight victory Saturday in Cal-
gary, the Devils dropped to 14-11-1.

“I think the schedule got us a lit-
tle bit, we didn’t have quite the
energy,” said Devils coach Lindy
Ruff, whose team was playing its
third game in four days. “Ithink we
missed the net a few times, we
didn’t funnel pucks when we had
opportunities.”

Rangers 4, Kings 1: Jonathan
Quick made 25 saves against his
former team and host New York
handed Los Angeles its second

Oilers top Devils to win 7th straight

'a.'.

L

 EESEREREEEER

EeREERBES=T o
1 3 )

]

JasoN FrRaNsoN, THE CANADIAN PRESs/AP

The New Jersey Devils’ Nico Hischier is stopped by Edmonton Qilers goalie Calvin Pickard as the Oilers’
Vincent Desharnais defends during the first period in Edmonton, Alberta, on Sunday.

road loss in two nights following an
NHL-record 11 consecutive victo-
ries away from home to start the
season.

Los Angeles lost 3-2 in overtime
to the New York Islanders on Sat-
urday night.

Mika Zibanejad, Jimmy Vesey,
Johnny Brodzinski and Will Cuylle
scored for New York. Quick im-
proved to 8-0-1. He played 16 sea-
sons for the Kings, winning Stanley
Cupsin 2012 and 2014.

Golden Knights 5, Sharks 4
(SO): Jonathan Marchessault
scored twice in regulation and had
agoal in the shootout to lift host Ve-
gas past San Jose.

Chandler Stephenson and Bray-
denMcNabb also scored for the de-
fending champion Golden
Knights, who have won three
straight and five of their last six to
lead the NHL with 43 points. Jiri
Patera stopped 35S shots in his sea-
son debut.

Mike Hoffman had two goals for
San Jose, Mario Ferraro and Calen
Addison also scored and Kaapo
Kahkonen made 23 saves. The
Sharks had won five of seven.

Wild 3, Kraken O: Filip Gustavs-

son stopped 24 shots for his second
shutout of the season as visiting
Minnesota handed Seattle its
eighth straight loss.

Matt Boldy, Marco Rossi and
Joel Eriksson Ek scored for Minne-
sota. The Wild are S-2-0 since John
Hynes replaced the fired Dean
Evason as coach Nov. 27.

Joey Daccord finished with 23
saves for the Kraken, who have
been blanked twice during the sec-
ond-longest losing streak in fran-
chise history. They are one away
from matching the franchise rec-
ord setin 2021-22in theirinaugural
season.

Panthers 5, Blue Jackets 2:
Gustav Forsling had a goal and an
assist, and visiting Florida had a
three-goal third period to beat Co-
lumbus for its third straight victo-

Carter Verhaeghe scored for his
200th NHL point, Aleksander Bar-
kov had a power-play goal, and
Matthew Tkachuk and Eetu Luos-
tarinen added empty-net goals.
Sam Reinhart had four assists for
his 13th multi-point game of the
season, and Anthony Stolarz
stopped 18 shots.

Jets 4, Ducks 2: Gabe Vilardi
broke a tie with 1:42 left with the
third of visiting Winnipeg’s four
third-period goals in a comeback
victory over Anaheim.

Winnipeg rallied after losing
scoring leader Kyle Connor to a
knee injury in the second period
when he took a knee from Ducks
defenseman Ryan Strome, who re-
ceived a game misconduct.

Capitals 4, Blackhawks 2: Nic
Dowd scored twice, Darcy Kuem-
per made 32 saves and visiting
Washington beat Chicago for its
second straight victory.

Anthony Mantha, Dylan Strome
and Dowd scored in a 7:12 span in
the second period to put Washing-
ton ahead. Dowd sealed it with his
second of the night with 4:02 leftin
the third.

Predators 2, Canadiens 1: Col-
ton Sissons scored twice, Juuse Sa-
ros made 36 saves and visiting
Nashville held off Montreal.

Captain Roman Josi assisted on
both goals to help Nashville re-
bound from a4-01loss at Toronto on
Saturday night. The Predators
have won 10 of 13 to improve to 15-
13-0.

Ex-player, coach Granato has non-Hodgkin lymphoma

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Former NHL player and
coach Tony Granato said on social media
Sunday night that he has been diagnosed
with non-Hodgkin lymphoma and is taking
a leave of absence from TV work for NBC
Sports Chicago and the NHL Network.

The S9-year-old Granato posted on X,
formerly Twitter, that he will begin treat-

ment this week.

“I wish I could reach out to everyone

Granato

ceived already.”

individually, but felt like
this was the best way to
share the news,” Granato
tweeted.
faith, and friends will be
my strength to help me
through my treatments. I
appreciate all the love
and support I have re-

Granato was fired in March as coach at

“My family,

alma mater Wisconsin after seven seasons.

A member of the U.S. Hockey Hall of
Fame, Granato had 248 goals and 244 as-
sists in the NHL with the New York Ran-
gers, Los Angeles Kings and San Jose
Sharks. He won the 1998 Bill Masterton
Trophy as the player who best exemplifies
the qualities of perseverance, sportsman-
ship and dedication to hockey.

Granato was the head coach of the Col-
orado Avalanche in 2002-04 and again in

2008-09. He was an assistant with Pitts-
burgh and Detroit before returning to Wis-
consin to take over the Badgers. Granato
also coached the United States in the 2018
Winter Olympics.

Granato grew up in a hockey family in
Downers Grove in suburban Chicago, with
sister Cammi the first woman inducted in-
to the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame and
brother Don the head coach of the Buffalo
Sabres.
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MaRrk J. TERRILL/AP

Southern California guard Bronny James, left, passes the ball as his father LeBron James, right, watches
during the second half of a game against Long Beach State on Sunday.

Bronny James makes debut
for USC after cardiac arrest

By BETH HARRIS
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Bronny
James showed off his defensive
skills in his college debut for
Southern California nearly five
months after he suffered cardiac
arrest and expressed gratitude for
the doctors and family who sup-
ported him.

He had four points, three re-
bounds and two assists on Sunday,
coming off the bench to play in
front of his superstar father Le-
Bron James.

“I just want to say I’'m thankful
for everything,” Bronny James
said afterward in brief comments
to a horde of media. He thanked
the Mayo Clinic, where he re-
ceived treatment, as well as his
parents, siblings, coach Andy En-
field and his teammates “during
this hard time in my life.”

He left without taking any ques-
tions.

The Trojans lost in overtime to
Long Beach State, 84-79. James
walked off with his deflated team-
mates and didn’t greet his father
who sat courtside.

James logged 16 minutes, in-
cluding starting the five-minute
extra session, but he wasn’t a fac-
tor then before coming out for the
last time. He was 1-for-3 shooting,
hitting a 3-pointer in the second
half.

His biggest impression came on
defense. All of James’ rebounds
were on the defensive glass and he
had two steals.

“I thought Bronny played well,”
Enfield said. “He defended at a
high level. He guarded the quick
ballhandlers on the other team

pretty well.”

James was quick to pass to his
teammates, even when it ap-
peared he could have taken a shot.

Enfield said James’ minutes
would continue to be monitored by
USC’s medical staff.

He played six minutes in the
first half, when the Trojans led 45-
30 at the break. In his second
three-minute stint, James made a
huge block on Jadon Jones, who
was streaking to the basket on a
fastbreak, riling up the fans.

James assisted on a dunk by
Vincent Iwuchukwu, who also suf-
fered cardiac arrest as a fresh-
man. He returned to play 14
games last season.

“It’s great to see Bronny out
there. He’s put a lot of work in the
gym,” Iwuchukwu said. “We
talked before the game and I told
him to go out there and have fun.”

James entered the game for the
first time about seven minutes in,
with some in the crowd standing
and cheering. He missed his first
shot, a 3-point attempt. Moments
before, he tipped the ball away
from a Long Beach State player,
but the visitors got it back. The
possession ended in a shot-clock
violation for Long Beach. James
also snagged a rebound.

“He makes the right play all the
time,” said Boogie Ellis, USC’s top
guard. “Everybody wants a guy
like that on their team. He defends
well at a high level.”

LeBron James arrived seconds
before the national anthem, hold-
ing hands with 9-year-old daugh-
ter, Zhuri, and tapped his son’s
rear as he passed the Trojans who
were lined up across the court for

the anthem.

The younger James’ debut
capped a big weekend for the fam-
ily. LeBron helped the Lakers win
the NBA’s new In-Season Tourna-
ment on Saturday night in Las Ve-
gas, earning everyone on the team
a $500,000 payday each.

“It was exciting for everybody
to see him out there,” Enfield said,
“and I'm sure his family was the
most excited.”

The NBA was well-represented
in the game. One of James’ team-
mates is DJ Rodman, the son of
Dennis Rodman, who fouled out.
Long Beach’s roster includes
Chayce Polynice, the son of 15-
year NBA veteran Olden Polynice.

James joined his teammates for
on-court warmups 90 minutes be-
fore tipoff. Wearing a white USC
shirt and red sweatpants, he took a
variety of jumpers under the
watchful lenses of a baseline full
of photographers.

Students lined up around one
side of Galen Center and down an
adjacent street waiting to get in-
side. Although there were pockets
of empty seats in the 10,258-seat
arena, James’ debut helped the
Trojans draw their largest crowd
of 9,806 this season.

James suffered cardiac arrest
on July 20 during a workout at Ga-
len Center. He was found to have a
congenital heart defect that was
treatable.

James was recently cleared by
his doctors and USC’s medical
staff to participate in full-contact
practice. Previously, he had been
limited to working out on his own
doing weights, cardio and shoot-
ing.

Pacers Haliburton’s

star continues to rise

By W.G. RAMIREZ
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Indiana Pacers
guard Tyrese Haliburton doesn’t
care about his stats, he doesn’t
want to be put in any conversa-
tions regarding All-Star teams,
and he certainly isn’t interested in
talks about being an MVP candi-
date.

He just wants to win.

And while it may not have hap-
pened Saturday night, when the
Los Angeles Lakers beat Indiana
123-109 in the In-Season Tourna-
ment championship game, the rest
of the league should be on notice
about Haliburton and the Pacers.

“I'think last year we snuck up on
teams, teams didn’t really know
what to expect,” said Haliburton,
who had 20 points and 11 assists.
“ButIthink now when you play the
Pacers you know what to expect. ...
Obviously, people didn’t expect us
to get here, the championship
game, but I think teams are pre-
pared for us.”

Indiana got back to the regular
season Monday with the league’s
No. 1 offense, which is averaging
128.4 points, led by Haliburton
who is averaging 26.9 points and a
league-high 12.1 assists.

And whether he likes it or not,
those numbers have him almost
assuredly on his way to a second
straight All-Star appearance and
have placed him in early season
MVP chatter.

In seven tournament games, he
led all players who made it to the
final with an average of 26.7 points
per game on 52.4% shooting, and
had 13.3 assists per contest.

“Tyrese is a great young player
that has all the tools, has the per-
sonality and has the desire,” Indi-
ana coach Rick Carlisle said. “The
month, seven weeks that he’s put
together so far in this season, peo-
ple are talking about him for MVP,
and rightly so.

“He was completely unfazed by
the limelight and it brought his
game to a higher level (during
tournament games). Like Reggie
Miller, he’s very similar to him.
Body type stature, personality,
and just overall character. He
wants the responsibility for win-
ning and losing. And he wants it
unconditionally, and that’s spe-
cial.”

Special enough that NBA com-
missioner Adam Silver loved the
championship storyline of having
one of the most storied players in
NBA history — LeBron James —
facing a young team with a bud-
ding star who’s just beginning to
author his story.

“People have said MVP, or all-
NBA All-Star or whatever,” Hali-
burton said. “But at the end of the
day I just want to play basketball
and I want to succeed as a team. I
know (with) the team’s success, in-
dividual success comes with that.”

IaN MAuLE/AP

Pacers guard Tyrese Haliburton
averaged 26.7 points in the

In-Season Tournament.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB

Boston 16 5 .762 -

Philadelphia 14 7 .667 2

New York 12 9 571 4

Brooklyn 12 9 571 4

Toronto 9 13 409 7%
Southeast Division

w L Pct GB

Orlando 15 7 .682 —

Miami 12 10 .545 3

Atlanta 9 12 429 5%

Charlotte 7 13 .350 7

Washington 3 18 .143 11%

Central Division

w L Pct GB

Milwaukee 15 7 .682 -

Indiana 12 8 .600 2

Cleveland 13 9 .591 2

Chicago 9 14 391 6%

Detroit 2 20 .091 13

Western Conference

Southwest Division

w L Pct GB

Dallas 13 8 .619 -

Houston 10 9 .526 2

New Orleans 12 11 .522 2

Memphis 6 15 .286 7

San Antonio 3 18 .143 10
Northwest Division

W L Pct GB

Minnesota 17 4 .810 —

Oklahoma City 14 7 .667 3

Denver 14 9 .609 4

Utah 7 15 .318 10%

Portland 6 15 .286 11

Pacific Division

w L Pct GB

L.A. Lakers 14 9 .609 -

Sacramento 12 8 .600 123

Phoenix 12 10 545 1%

L.A. Clippers 11 10 524 2

Golden State 10 12 455 3%

Sunday’s games

No games scheduled
Monday’s games

Cleveland at Orlando
Indiana at Detroit

Miami at Charlotte
Washington at Philadelphia
Denver at Atlanta

Toronto at New York
Chicago at Milwaukee
Dallas at Memphis
Minnesota at New Orleans
San Antonio at Houston
Utah at Oklahoma City
Brooklyn at Sacramento
Portland at L.A. Clippers

Tuesday’s games

Cleveland at Boston

L.A. Lakers at Dallas
Denver at Chicago

Golden State at Phoenix
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers
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NFL

American Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Miami 9 3 0 .750 384 266
Buffalo 7 6 0 .538 348 244
N.Y. Jets 5 8 0 .38 201 257
e-New En- 310 0 .231 169 272
gland
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Jacksonville 8 5 0 .615 312 290
Houston 7 6 0 .538 287 279
Indianapolis 7 6 0 .538 314 330
Tennessee 4 8 0 .333 213 255
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 10 3 0 .769 361 218
Cleveland 8 5 0 .615 289 272
Cincinnati 7 6 0 .538 280 287
Pittsburgh 7 6 0 .538 210 250
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 8 5 0 .615 292 228
Denver 7 6 0 .538 287 309
L.A. Chargers 5 8 0 .385 282 282
Las Vegas 5 8 0 .385 202 259

National Conference

East
W L T Pct PF PA
Dallas 10 3 0 .769 421 233
Philadelphia 10 3 0 .769 342 321
N.Y. Giants 4 8 0 .333 159 292
Washington 4 9 0 .308 261 395
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Atlanta 6 7 0 .462 251 269
New Orleans 6 7 0 .462 285 261
Tampa Bay 6 7 0 .462 262 270
e-Carolina 112 0 .077 197 341
North
L T Pct PF PA
Detroit 9 4 0 .692 340 314
Minnesota 7 6 0 .538 266 242
Green Bay 6 6 0 .500 258 243
Chicago 5 8 0 .385 270 309
West
W L T Pct PF PA
San Francisco 10 3 0 .769 380 205
L.A. Rams 6 7 0 .462 299 290
Seattle 6 7 0 .462 280 318
Arizona 3 10 0 .231 230 331

e-Eliminated from playoffs
Thursday’s game

New England 21, Pittsburgh 18
Sunday’s games

Baltimore 37, L.A. Rams 31, OT
Chicago 28, Detroit 13
Cincinnati 34, Indianapolis 14
Cleveland 31, Jacksonville 27
N.Y. Jets 30, Houston 6

New Orleans 28, Carolina 6
Tampa Bay 29, Atlanta 25
Minnesota 3, Las Vegas 0
San Francisco 28, Seattle 16
Buffalo 20, Kansas City 17
Denver 24, L.A. Chargers 7
Dallas 33, Philadelphia 13
Open: Arizona, Washington

Monday’s games

Green Bay at N.Y. Giants
Tennessee at Miami

Thursday, Dec. 14
L.A. Chargers at Las Vegas
Saturday, Dec. 16

Minnesota at Cincinnati
Pittsburgh at Indianapolis
Denver at Detroit

Sunday, Dec. 17

Atlanta at Carolina
Chicago at Cleveland
Houston at Tennessee
Kansas City at New England
N.Y. Giants at New Orleans
N.Y. Jets at Miami

Tampa Bay at Green Bay
San Francisco at Arizona
Washington at L.A. Rams
Dallas at Buffalo
Baltimore at Jacksonville

Monday, Dec. 18
Philadelphia at Seattle
Thursday, Dec. 21
New Orleans at L.A. Rams
Saturday, Dec. 23

Cincinnati at Pittsburgh
Buffalo at L.A. Chargers

Flacco, Browns hold off Jaguars

Associated Press

CLEVELAND — When Joe
Flacco arrived three weeks ago,
Browns star Myles Garrett had
his suspicions about what the 38-
year-old quarterback had left.

Those doubts are gone.

“He’s one us,” Garrett said.
“And as long as he continues what
he’s doing, he’s going to stay one of
us.”

Flacco passed for 311 yards and
three touchdowns — two to tight
end David Njoku — in his home
debut for Cleveland, and the
Browns survived a late rally by
Trevor Lawrence and the Jack-
sonville Jaguars for a 31-27 win
Sunday.

The 38-year-old Flacco, who
was signed on Nov. 20 by the
Browns (8-5), delivered the kind
of performance he had almost an-
nually as a visitor with Baltimore.
He went 26-for-45 and improved
to 10-2 as a starter in Cleveland.

Flacco has thrown for 565 yards
and five touchdowns in two starts.
Although Browns coach Kevin
Stefanski never announced his
starting quarterback for this
week’s game, he quickly con-
firmed that he’ll ride with Flacco
the rest of the way.

“The guy is doing it all,” Garrett
said. “He’s just giving it all for this
team and got respect from the rest
of the guys as well.”

Flacco threw two TD passes in
the first half to Njoku and then
completed a 41-yarder to wide re-
ceiver David Bell in the fourth
quarter when the Jaguars gam-
bled with an all-out blitz on fourth
down. As Bell streaked to the end
zone, Flacco did his best to keep
up — for an old guy.

The Browns are the eighth team
in NFL history to win using four
starting quarterbacks in the same
season.

And now they’re putting their
playoff hopes in the hands of Flac-
co, who will lead their stretch
drive.

The Jaguars (8-5) suffered their
second loss in six days despite
having Lawrence, who played
through a right ankle sprain. The
quarterback wasn’t on his game
early and finished 28-for-S0O for
257 yards.

“We just shot ourselves in the
foot over and over,” Lawrence
said. “It was not one of our cleaner
games. Just too many mistakes.
We were so inconsistent and
didn’t get into rhythm. There
were too many miscommunica-
tions.

“There were too many things
that we turned into turnovers or
sacks or bad plays. There is stuff I
didn’t do well today.”

Jacksonville, banged up on both
sides of the ball, lost for the first
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Sue OcrockI/AP

Browns quarterback Joe Flacco hands off to running back Kareem Hunt during the second half against the
Jacksonville Jaguars on Sunday in Cleveland. The Browns won 31-27.

time in seven road games. The
Jags are trying to hold off Houston
and Indianapolis in the AFC
South. The Texans and Colts both
lost Sunday.

Broncos 24, Chargers 7: Rus-
sell Wilson threw two touchdown
passes and visiting Denver beat
Los Angeles, which lost quarter-
back Justin Herbert to a broken
finger on his right hand.

Wilson completed 21 of 33 pas-
ses for 224 yards, including a 46-
yard touchdown to Courtland Sut-
ton in the third quarter for the
Broncos (7-6), who have won six
of seven.

Herbert has a fracture in his
right index finger, coach Brandon
Staley said. He was 9-for-17 for 96
yards with an interception before
being injured in the second quar-
ter, apparently while he was taken
down awkwardly by Denver’s
Zach Allen after throwing a pass.

Easton Stick completed 13 of 24
passes for 179 yards in Herbert’s
place. The Chargers (S-8) have
dropped four of five.

49ers 28, Seahawks 16: Dee-
bo Samuel scored on a catch and a
run and host San Francisco beat
Seattle for its 11th straight win
over an NFC West opponent.

Samuel had his second straight
game with multiple touchdowns
to lead the 49ers (10-3) to the brink
of winning back-to-back division
titles for the first time since 2011-
12. The Niners lead the Seahawks
(6-7) and Rams by four games
with four to play.

Seattle has lost four straight

games for the first time in 14 sea-
sons under Pete Carroll and has
lost five in a row to the 49ers for
the first time.

Brock Purdy finished 19-for-27
for a career-high 368 yards with
two TDs and one interception, be-
coming the fourth player to com-
plete at least 70% of his passes in
seven straight games.

Jets 30, Texans 6: Zach Wilson
threw a pair of second-half touch-
down passes in his return from a
two-game benching as host New
York beat Houston to stop a five-
game skid.

The Jets shut down the Texans’
C.J. Stroud before the star rookie
quarterback left late with a con-
cussion.

Wilson was 27-for-36 for 301
yards — his third career game of
300 or more yards — in easily his
best performance of the season.

Bears 28, Lions 13: Justin
Fields threw for a touchdown and
ran for another, and host Chicago
beat NFC North-leading Detroit.

Receiver DJ Moore had his first
career rushing touchdown and
caught a scoring pass to help the
Bears (5-8) win for the third time
in four games.

Chicago scored 15 points in a
span of about seven minutes to
break open a game that was tied at
13-all late in the third quarter.
They got the payback they were
seeking after giving up 17 points
over the final 2:59 in a loss at De-
troit three weeks earlier.

Buccaneers 29, Falcons 25:
Baker Mayfield threw an 11-yard

touchdown pass to Cade Otton
with 31 seconds remaining, and
visiting Tampa Bay beat Atlanta
to move into a three-way tie for
first place in the NFC South.

Atlanta (6-7) rallied for a 25-22
lead with a pair of TDs in the final
period, including quarterback
Desmond Ridder’s 6-yard scoring
run with 3:23 remaining. But
Mayfield, who passed for just 144
yards, guided a 12-play, 7S-yard
scoring drive. The biggest play
was a 32-yard completion to Chris
Godwin.

Bengals 34, Colts 14: Jake
Browning threw two touchdown
passes and ran for a score in his
second straight outstanding per-
formance as host Cincinnati
pounded Indianapolis.

With Joe Burrow out for the
season because of a wrist injury,
Browning has kept the Bengals
(7-6) in playoff contention. He fol-
lowed up a 354-yard outing in a
win at Jacksonville last Monday
night by completing 18 of 24 pas-
ses for 275 yards with an intercep-
tion.

Saints 28, Panthers 6: Derek
Carr returned from a recent con-
cussion and upper-body injuries
to throw touchdown passes to
Chris Olave and Jimmy Graham,
and host New Orleans beat NFL-
worst Carolina.

Alvin Kamara ran 9 yards for a
touchdown as the Saints (6-7)
snapped a three-game skid and
pulled into a first-place tie with
Atlanta and Tampa Bay in the fee-
ble NFC South.
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Ravens walk off Rams on OT punt return

By NoaH TRISTER
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Tylan Wallace
caught the punt cleanly — no easy
feat on this wet day — then slipped
to his left, spinning away from one
potential tackler and racing past a
couple more while barely staying
inbounds along the sideline.

By the time Shaun Jolly came
diving at his feet near the 45-yard
line, Wallace had Baltimore in de-
cent shape for a field goal — but
after stumbling a bit, he stayed on
his feet and kept running.

“I'm like, ‘I can’t go down right
here. I made it this far,”” Wallace
said.

In his first game returning
punts as a pro, Wallace ran one
back 76 yards for a touchdown in
overtime to lift the Ravens to a 37-
31 victory over Los Angeles on
Sunday, snapping the Rams’
three-game winning streak.

Wallace became the fourth
player in NFL history to score a
touchdown on a punt returnin OT.
Xavier Gipson of the New York
Jets also did it this season, on Sept.
11 against Buffalo.

“It just feels great to be able to
make a difference in the game and
help the team win,” Wallace said.
“You could say a once-in-a-life-
time moment.”

The 24-year-old Wallace is in
his third season after being draft-
ed in the fourth round in 2021.
He’s managed only six receptions
in his career, plus a couple of kick-
off returns as a rookie.

When Devin Duvernay, Balti-
more’s top return man, left with
back problems Sunday, Wallace
was pressed into duty. He re-
turned three punts in the game,
and his final one more than made

4
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Nick Wass/AP

Ravens punt returner Tylan Wallace starts to celebrate as he returns a punt for a game-winning touchdown
as Los Angeles Rams tight end Davis Allen looks on during overtime Sunday in Baltimore.

up for a crucial penalty he com-
mitted in the second quarter that
led to points for Los Angeles.

Baltimore (10-3) took a half-
game lead on Miami for the AFC’s
top seed. The Dolphins host Ten-
nessee on Monday night.

The Rams (6-7) remain in a log-
jam of teams fighting for the final
NFC playoff spots. They narrowly
missed picking up a huge win on
the road.

“Give the Ravens credit for
finding a way,” Los Angeles coach
Sean McVay said. “There were
some opportunities, but we made
a lot of plays to stay in that game

and there will be some opportuni-
ties for us as a team.”

Jolly had the last real chance to
bring Wallace down, and after he
couldn’t quite do it, the Baltimore
returner punctuated the winning
touchdown with aleap into the end
zone before the Ravens mobbed
him in the corner.

“It was mountains and valleys.
It was peaks and there was lows in
that game,” Baltimore coach John
Harbaugh said. “National Foot-
ball League in December against
a very, very good opponent. Qur
guys just weather all those storms,
figuratively and literally out

there.”

Catching passes and punts was
an adventure on arainy day in Bal-
timore, but Lamar Jackson and
Matthew Stafford threw three
touchdown passes apiece. Jack-
son passed for 316 yards and Staf-
ford for 294. Each offense went
three-and-out in overtime before
the final Los Angeles punt.

“Just continue to trust the work
we’ve put in,” Stafford said. “Ob-
viously didn’t get the outcome we
wanted but we battled. All three
phases had positive things, and
things we can be better at.”

Jackson’s 21-yard touchdown

Vikings beat Ralders 1n lowest-scoring game

By MARK ANDERSON
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — The brand of
football Minnesota and Las Vegas
played on Sunday setthe NFL back
16 years.

Only Greg Joseph’s 36-yard
field goal with 1:57 left that gave
the Vikings a 3-0 victory over the
Raiders prevented the teams from
setting the league back 80 years.

It was the first 3-0 game since
Pittsburgh beat Miami on Nov. 26,
2007, the third in the past 40 years
and the seventh in the Super Bowl
era. The last game that ended reg-
ulation scoreless was a 0-0 tie be-
tween the New York Giants and
Detroit Lions on Nov. 7,1943.

The Vikings (7-6) had just 230 to-
tal yards, and the Raiders (5-8) —
losers of three in arow—were lim-
ited to 201 yards and nine first
downs. Minnesota beat an AFC
West opponent for the first time
this season after going 0-3.

It was Minnesota’s first shutout

since defeating Green Bay 16-0 on
Dec. 23,2017 and the first blanking
of Las Vegas since its 24-0 loss to
New Orleans on Oct. 30, 2022.
Nick Mullens relieved an inef-

DaviD BECKER/AP

Minnesota Vikings kicker Greg Joseph kicks what ended up being the
game-winning field goal against the Raiders on Sunday in Las Vegas.

fective Joshua Dobbs at quarter-
back in the fourth quarter and led
the Vikings on their lone scoring
drive. His 22-yard completion to
Jordan Addison to the Raiders 20

set up Joseph’s kick.

“You never know when your
name is going to be called, but you
prepare and work as hard as you
canand trust that there’s a plan out
there for you,” Mullens said. “I did
that, steppedin. The guysdid anin-
credible job. ... It doesn’t matter
what it looks like, a win is a win.”

Dobbs was 10-for-23 for 63
yards; Mullens completed 9 of 13
passes for 83 yards.

“I felt like my trust in Nick with
his preparation he could be called
upon,” Vikings coach Kevin
O’Connell said. “We made sure he
got some reps last week so he was
ready togo,and he did exactly that.
Went out and made some critical,
critical plays to move the chains
and ultimately get us in range for
the very limited amount of points
we got today.”

O’Connell said he didn’t know
who would start going forward.

Raiders interim coach Antonio
Pierce could face a similar situa-

strike to Zay Flowers with 1:16 re-
maining — and his 2-point conver-
sion pass to Flowers — put Balti-
more up 31-28. Stafford then guid-
ed the Rams into position to take
multiple shots to the end zone, and
when that failed, Lucas Havrisik
made a 36-yard field goal with 7
seconds left to force OT.

Jackson gave Baltimore a 7-3
lead when the Rams let Isaiah
Likely run free down the left side-
line for a S4-yard touchdown
catch in the first quarter. Los An-
geles answered with a 6-yard TD
pass from Stafford to Cooper
Kupp.

Odell Beckham Jr. got behind
defensive back Jordan Fuller for a
46-yard scoring reception against
the team he won a Super Bowl
with two seasons ago. But Balti-
more again didn’t stay ahead for
long.

Wallace was called for lining up
in the neutral zone on a fourth-
and-S punt, gifting Los Angeles a
first down, and a pass interference
penalty on Kyle Hamilton put the
Rams in the red zone. Stafford’s 7-
yard touchdown pass to Davis Al-
len gave Los Angeles a 17-14 lead,
and the Rams were up 20-17 at the
half.

It was tied at 20 when, on third
down from the Baltimore 15, a
shotgun snap caught Jackson off
guard and went past him. The ball
went into the end zone and Jack-
son kicked it out of bounds for a
safety.

After Justin Tucker put the
Ravens ahead with a field goal,
Stafford found former Raven De-
marcus Robinson for a S-yard
touchdown with 4:41 remaining,
but the Rams’ 2-point conversion
was unsuccessful.

in 16 years

tion after Aidan O’Connell com-
pleted 21 of 32 passes for 171 yards
with an interception, but the quar-
terback wasn’t the only one at
fault.

“No excuse there,” Pierce said.
“It is shocking. Plenty of time to
prepare for an opponent. They did
nothing new. Poor coaching. Poor
performance by the players.”

The Vikings lost wide receiver
Justin Jefferson, the 2022 AP Of-
fensive Player of the Year, in the
second quarter to a chest injury.
He was taken to a hospital, but
O’Connell said the early prognosis
was promising. This was Jeffer-
son’s first game back after missing
the previous seven because of a
hamstring injury.

Las Vegas lost running back
Josh Jacobs to a knee injury in the
fourth quarter. Jacobsled the NFL
in rushing last season with 1,653
yards. He had rushed for more
than 100 yards in two of the prior
three games.
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Chiefs wide receiver Kadarius Toney heads for the end zone after catching a lateral by teammate Travis
Kelce late in the fourth quarter of Sunday’s game against the Buffalo Bills in Kansas City, Mo. The play was
nullified because Toney was called for being offside on the play, and the Chiefs lost 20-17.

Bills win after penalty
negates late Chiefs TD

By DAVE SKRETTA
Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Sean McDermott thought
for amoment that a difficult week for himself and the
Buffalo Bills would end with one last gut punch, an au-
dacious touchdown pass by the Kansas City Chiefs
with just over a minute left to steal a win Sunday.

Thenthe Bills’ coach saw the yellow flag on the field.

The pass from Patrick Mahomes to Travis Kelce,
which was then lateraled across the field to Kadarius
Toney for the 49-yard score, was called back by an off-
side penalty on none other than Toney himself.

And when the Bills proceeded to hold the Chiefs on
downs, they escaped Arrowhead Stadium with a
heart-stopping and head-scratching 20-17 victory.

“Astheplayunfolded,” McDermottsaid, “Kelce got
wide open. The play after he caught the ball, I’ve never
seen a play like that in the NFL. But I saw the referees
signaling that direction. I didn’tknow ifit was apick or
what. It turned out to be offside.”

Rarely is offside called on an offensive player. But
replays showed that Toney’s foot was clearly across
the line of scrimmage.

That didn’t make the call sit any easier with Ma-
homes, who chased after three different officials for
an explanation. Or with Chiefs coach Andy Reid, who
was still incensed after walking out of the locker room
afterward.

“It’s a bit embarrassing for the National Football
League for that to take place,” Reid said.

It was the second straight week the Chiefs (8-S)
were dealing with questionable officiating. Last week
in Green Bay, they were left wondering why pass in-
terference was not called on a pass intended for Mar-
quez Valdes-Scantling in the closing minutes of that
game.

“Loss for words, man,” Mahomes said. “To end an-
other game and we’re talking about referees, it’s bad
for the NFL.”

It was good for the Bills (7-6), though, and they sure
needed something positive to happen.

Their week began with questions swirling around
pass rusher Von Miller, who turned himself into po-
lice during theirbye and is facing a charge of third-de-

CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP
Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes was incensed
about the offside call, saying in his seven years in
the league it’s never been called on his team.

gree felony assault of a pregnant woman. And the
week ended with criticism aimed at McDermott, who
in 2019 had used the hijackers from Sept. 11,2001, in a
teammeeting to stress the importance of communica-
tion, and was left apologizing again —just as he did af-
ter realizing his mistake four years ago.

“Just so thankful. I'm grateful for so many things,”
McDermott said. “So many people that reached out.
Andy Reid, many of their staff after the game. I know
quite afew of the coaches on their staff. They’re aclass
act. I appreciate that.”

The Bills’ Josh Allen threw for 233 yards with
touchdowns running and throwing, though he also
threw an interception for the ninth consecutive game.
James Cook had S8 yards rushing and caught five pas-
ses for 83 yards and a score.

The Bills had been 2-6 in games decided by six
points or fewer, and they had lost alead in the final two
minutes in three losses.

“It wasn’t the prettiest of wins. We all know that,”
Allen said. “But the defense played fantastic.”

Mahomes finished with 271 yards passing and a
touchdown with aninterception,and Rashee Rice had
seven catches for 72 yards and the score. Butit wasn’t
enough to keep the Chiefs from losing for the fourth
time in six games.

Ground: Dallas kicker
now 30-for-30 on FGs

FROM PAGE 24

lowed him to surpass Greg Zuer-
lein and Harrison Butker, who
each had a pair from at least S8
yards.

The 28-year-old rookie added
two in the fourth quarter, from 45
and S0 yards, to extend his NFL
record for perfection to start a ca-
reer. The previous record was 18.

“Just going out there, doing it
one at a time,” said Aubrey, who
grew up in the Dallas area and
once was a Major League Soccer
prospect. “I know I can make any
of the kicks they’ve asked me to
do.”

With McCarthy calling plays
from the sideline just four days af-
ter leaving the facility and ending
up in surgery, Prescott had a ca-
reer-best seventh consecutive
game with at least two TD passes.

“I just wanted to do my part,”
said McCarthy, who is in his first
year of calling plays for Dallas. “I
wanted to make sure I was pre-
pared as I normally am. I was a lit-
tle nervous about it today. We’re
all creatures of habit.”

The Dallas offense bogged
down after Prescott’s first-half TD
passes, but two big completions
for first downs to tight end Jake
Ferguson, including a hurdling ef-
fort early in the fourth quarter, led
to both of Aubrey’s field goals af-
ter the break.

The Cowboys were -cruising
when Prescott lost control of the
ball while being sacked by Fletch-
er Cox in the third quarter, and
Carter picked up the loose ball and
ran untouched to get the Eagles
within 24-13.

Down two touchdowns late in
the third, Philadelphia couldn’t
convert on fourth-and-8 from the
Dallas 30-yard line. Stephon Gil-
more made the open-field tackle
on DeVonta Smith for just a1-yard
gain.

“The fourth-down stop was
probably the biggest one of the
game,” McCarthy said. “That was
a huge momentum swing in the
game. I thought our defense was
lights out tonight.”

Smith later had the last of Phila-
delphia’s three fumbles, ending
any realistic hopes for a rally. All
three fumbles ended promising
drives for the Eagles, who were
coming off a 42-19 loss to San
Francisco.

“It was the same thing two
weeks in a row,” Cox said. “We
kind of dug ourselves a hole in the
first half. It was kind of hard get-
ting our way out. I think the big-
gest thing for this team now is re-
ally find out who the dudes are.”

CeeDee Lamb and Michael Gal-
lup had the scoring catches for
Dallas, and Rico Dowdle had a 1-
yard plunge that was originally
called short but overturned when
the Cowboys challenged.

Prescott was 24-for-39 for 271
yards, and the Cowboys limited
Hurts to 197 yards passing and 30
rushing.

Churning it out

Ferguson is compiling quite the
highlight reel of hurdle plays, and
now the second-year player has
consecutive games of at least five
catches and at least 70 yards for
the first time.

“Confidence is through the roof
with him,” Prescott said. “He’s a
fun guy to play with. Active, will
do whatever it takes. Wants to
make the catch, wants to jump
over guys.”

Injuries

Eagles S Reed Blankenship was
ruled out with a concussion after
leaving the game in the first half.
... Cowboys DT Johnathan Han-
kins sprained an ankle in the third
quarter and didn’t return.

Sam Hopbpe/AP

Cowhoys place kicker Brandon Aubrey was 4-for-4 on field-goal
attempts Sunday, hitting from 60, 59, 45 and 50 yards out.
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On a hot streak

Oilers down Devils to win
seventh straight » NHL, Page 19
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MicHAEL AINSWORTH/AP

The Cowboys’ Donovan Wilson, right, and Damone Clark force a fumble by Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Jalen Hurts during the first half of Sunday’s game in Arlington, Texas.

Cowboys ground Eagles

Prescott, Dallas pull even with Philadelphia atop NFC East

TonNy GuTIERREZ/AP

Cowhoys quarterback Dak Prescott
completed 24 of 39 passes for 271 yards
and two touchdowns in Dallas’ 33-13 win.

By ScHUYLER DixonN
Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas — Mike McCarthy
was nervous for an NFC East showdown
with Philadelphia after the Dallas coach
missed two days during the week because of
an emergency appendectomy.

Not to worry, thanks to his quarterback,
kicker and opportunistic defense.

Dak Prescott threw for two touchdowns,
Brandon Aubrey made four field goals to
start his career a record 30-for-30, and the
Cowboys pulled even in the division with
their 15th consecutive home victory, 33-13
over the Eagles on Sunday night.

The Cowboys (10-3) weren’t deterred by
Jalen Carter’s 42-yard fumble return for a

touchdown, winning their
fifth consecutive game
since a loss at Philadel-
phia that gave the Eagles a
two-game division lead.

Dallas owner Jerry
Jones said it was the big-
gest win in McCarthy’s
four seasons as coach.

“And it has to do with the fact that he
came up off the operating table and did not
even wince and stand there and fight it all
night and coach it,” Jones said.

The Eagles (10-3) lost three fumbles and
didn’t score an offensive touchdown as
quarterback Jalen Hurts, who had the first
fumble, lost consecutive games for the first

McCarthy

time since October 2021. But while the Cow-
boys currently hold the tiebreaker with an
extra NFC East victory, the defending NFC
champion Eagles would take the division ti-
tle on subsequent tiebreakers if they win
their remaining four games.

“The role’s the same as it’s always been,”
coach Nick Sirianni said. “And now we’re
going through some adversity. And so ad-
versity can do a couple of things to you. It
can break you or it can make it way better.”

Aubrey became the first kicker with two
field goals of at least 59 yards in the same
game, connecting from 60 yards late in the
first quarter. His 59-yarder in the third al-

SEE GROUND ON PAGE 23
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