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Lance Cpl. Luis SanchezMateo, with Headquarters and Support Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, fires an M4 service rifle during the Marine
Corps Marksmanship Competition Far East on Camp Hansen, Okinawa.

Corps marksmanship requirements change for 1st time in over century

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

MARINE CORPS BASE QUANTICO, Va. —
Changes announced Monday to scoring and
shooting standards for Marine Corps marks-
manship requirements will better account for
the speed at which a Marine shoots at a target,
not just accuracy, according to service officials
behind the decision.

The changes allow for a magazine-support-
ed shooting posture and require higher scores
to complete annual requirements at the pre-
qualification phase of rifle training, according
to an announcement sent to Marines.

For Marines who qualify on a pistol the first
three qualification stages are becoming more

difficult to better prepare Marines for the final
two.

“This is about increasing lethality,” said Col.
Gregory Jones, commander of the Weapons
Training Battalion, part of Training Command
at Marine Corps Base Quantico in Virginia.
“This is not your granddad’s rifle range.”

He spoke last week about the changes along-
side Chief Warrant Officer 4 Joshua Grayek,
director of marksmanship in the battalion.
Both described the overhaul as the largest
since 1907.

“The rifle range in 1907, it’s not bad or good.
It’s what we had when we had ... a1903 Spring-

SEE SPEED ON PAGE 6

RosE L. THAYER/Stars and Stripes

A Marine Corps marksmanship qualification
range March 5, at Marine Corps Base
Quantico, Va.

Navy 2025
budget bill
focuses on
warfighting

By GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes

The Navy will cut its purchase of
Virginia-class submarines and
F-35C Lightning II carrier-based
fighter jets in fiscal 2025 amid un-
certainty over budget constraints,
including the 2024 defense appro-
priation stalled in Congress.

Navy and Defense Department
officials presenting the service’s
$203.9 billion budget proposal for
fiscal 2025 said they face a double
squeeze.

Congressional infighting has
stalled the allocation of 2024 funds
evenasplansfor202S areunveiled.
Conflicts in the Red Sea and Uk-
raine and heightened tensions in
the Indo-Pacific region has
drained operations and munitions
budgets.

“The Navy is carrying the brunt
of those costs,” said Michael
McCord, the undersecretary of de-
fense comptroller and chief finan-
cial officer.

Adm. Christopher Grady, Joint
Chiefs of Staff vice chairman, said
Monday that the result is a budget
thatemphasizes currentneeds and
the ability to respond to China in
the Indo-Pacific, even if it means
risking investments in future tech-
nologies and weapons.

“We’re ready to fight tonight,”
he said.

The Navy proposed a pivot on its
shipbuilding plans and wants tore-
tire vessels that service officials
believe do not match the profile of

SEE BUDGET ON PAGE 5
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Dockworkers strike after
US stops at Japan port

By SETH RoBsoN
AND Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — Dockworkers went
on strike in protest Monday when
a U.S. Navy guided-missile de-
stroyer visited a civilian port on
the southern Japanese island of
Ishigaki, according to local news
reports.

The USS Rafael Peralta, based
south of Tokyo at Yokosuka Naval
Base, stopped for rest and replen-
ishment allowed under the Japan-
U.S. status of forces agreement,
Japanese national broadcaster
NHK reported that evening. SO-
FA outlines the rights and respon-
sibilities of U.S. military forces in
Japan.

Local officials had granted per-
mission for the visit, but dock-
workers began a strike at the port
Monday afternoon, citing con-
cerns about the impact on logis-
tics, the broadcaster reported.

The Rafael Peralta is scheduled
to depart 9 a.m. Wednesday, the
Ryukyu Shimpo newspaper re-
ported Tuesday. The strike will
continue until it departs, accord-
ing to the Okinawa Times.

Ishigaki, part of Okinawa pre-
fecture, is 160 miles east of Tai-
wan. Itis a popular tourist destina-
tion and the site of Camp Ishigaki,
a Japan Ground Self-Defense

Force base armed with anti-ship
and surface-to-air missiles that
opened in March 2023.

The island is one of three where
Japan plans to install an upgraded
version of its Type-12 surface-to-
ship missile by 2026 to counter
perceived threats from China and
North Korea.

The Ishigaki port call was part
of routine operations and training
in the region, a spokesman for De-
stroyer Squadron 15, Navy Lt. j.g.
Ronan Williams, said by email
Tuesday.

Local officials refused a Navy
request to use a cruise ship berth
at the port because the draft is too
shallow, but approved a request to
anchor offshore, Ishigaki Mayor
Yoshitaka Nakayama posted on X
Monday.

“I believe it is a regular use
since the purpose is rest and re-
plenishment,” he told reporters
Monday, according to NHK. “Ishi-
gaki port is open internationally
and it can be used as long as it is
applied based on the status of forc-
es agreement, so I see no issues.”

Okinawa prefecture on Friday
had asked the Navy to cancel the
visit, a spokeswoman for the pre-
fecture’s military base affairs di-
vision said by phone Tuesday.
Some Japanese government offi-
cials may speak to the press only

on condition of anonymity.

“It’s Okinawa prefecture’s con-
sistent policy for U.S. military to
refrain from the use of civilian
ports except in case of emergen-
cy,” she said. “It is extremely re-
grettable that the ship came even
though the prefecture asked them
not to.”

Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki
made similar remarks to report-
ers Monday. The Navy “should re-
frain from its vessels using civil-
ian ports, so there is no need to
conduct strikes,” he said.

Okinawa officials made similar
complaints in September when
the USS Pioneer, a mine counter-
measures ship based at Sasebo
Naval Base, Japan, stopped over-
night on Ishigaki, marking the Na-
vy’s first visit to the island in over
a decade.

The U.S. military benefits from
access to as many ports as possi-
ble, according to Grant Newsham,
a retired Marine colonel and se-
nior researcher with the Japan
Forum for Strategic Studies in To-
kyo.

“And it’s important to use them
in so-called ‘phase zero’ — peace-
time, or at least before the shoot-
ing starts,” he said in an email
Tuesday.

Port calls make military person-
nel familiar with a location and op-

DEevIN MoNROE/U.S. Navy

Ensign Julia Olson stands watch from the bridge of the guided-missile
destroyer USS Rafael Peralta near the Luzon Strait, on March 1.

erating environment, so they don’t
need to figure things out on the fly
in an emergency, he added.

More ports and airfields make
U.S. forces a harder target and
gives them better odds of surviv-
ing an attack on their main base,
Newsham said.

“By treaty, the Japanese gov-
ernment is obligated to provide
such access to facilitate the oper-
ations of U.S. forces in Japan —

and the U.S. forces are in fact op-
erating to defend Japan,” he said.
“It’simportant that the Americans
get over their self-imposed re-
straint on doing what’s necessary
to both protect Japan and also in-
crease their own odds of survival.
These need to be regular visits.”

robson.seth@stripes.com
@SethRobsonl
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com
@HanaKusumoto

Pentagon ends ban on IVF for unmarried, same-sex couples

By LinpA F. HERSEY
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Service
members and veterans will be al-
lowed to access in vitro fertiliza-
tion treatment regardless of their
marital status or sexual orienta-
tion, the Departments of Defense
announced.

Defense officials on Friday said
they would end a policy requiring
service members to be legally
married and able to produce the
necessary gametes — the sperm
and eggs — for a pregnancy to
have a child.

The policy had effectively kept
same-sex couples, unmarried
couples and single adults from re-
ceiving IVF treatment to have a
child.

The VA said Monday that the
agency also would end the restric-
tions on IVF treatments to align
with the Defense Department.

Under the expansion of care,
the Defense Department and VA
will offer IVF benefits to eligible
service members and veterans re-
gardless of marital status and for
the first time allow the use of do-
nor eggs, sperm and embryos.

“We are grateful to the Defense

v\
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RobNEY JacksoN/U.S. Army
The Department of Defense has
approved IVF treatments for
couples who are unmarried or of
the same sex.

Department and overjoyed for the
service members who, through
this policy change, will now be
able to access the reproductive
health care so desperately needed
in order to build their families,”
said Sonia Ossorio, director of the
New York City chapter of the Na-
tional Organization for Women.
NOW-NYC, the Veterans Legal
Services Clinic and the Reproduc-
tive Rights and Justice Project
filed alawsuit in August in federal

court in New York City that chal-
lenged the policies for IVF treat-
ment by the Veterans Affairs and
Defense departments as discrimi-
natory.

Air Force veteran Ashley Shef-
field, who served in the military
for 20 years, had filed a second
lawsuit in Massachusetts federal
court on behalf of a proposed class
of veterans excluded from IVF
treatment.

Sheffield said in her lawsuit that
exposure to jet fuel affected her
reproductive system and ability to
have children. She also claimed
she was exposed to polyfluoroal-
kyl and perfluoroalkyl substanc-
es, known as PFAS, which are
chemicals in fire-fighting foam
that has been linked to infertility,
the lawsuit stated.

Sheffield, who retired from the
military in 2021, said she was de-
nied IVF treatment because of dis-
criminatory VA policies. She said
her constitutional rights were vio-
lated.

“In 2021, Ms. Sheffield married
her wife,” according to the law-
suit. “They live in Massachusetts
and hope to conceive a child of
their own and share their passion

for serving others with that child.”

Her lawsuit included a letter to
Sheffield from the VA that reads
“if [you’re] in a same-sex mar-
riage or if the sperm is donated
from someone other than a male
spouse” she was disqualified from
the treatment.

“LGBTQ+ veterans like Ashley
Sheffield who have bravely sacri-
ficed for our country deserve
equal treatment when they seek
the medical benefits they have
earned,” according to the lawsuit.
“VA must end its blatant and will-
ful discrimination of veterans in
same-sex marriages and provide
Ms. Sheffield, and all other veter-
ans denied IVF because of sex and
sexual orientation, the health care
they have earned.”

VA, under the new policy, will
provide IVF treatment to veterans
using donated sperm or eggs,
which is “a critical step toward
helping veterans unable to pro-
duce their own sperm or eggs due
to service-connected injuries and
health conditions,” the VA said
Monday in announcing the rule
change.

But the Defense Department
and the VA will continue to re-

quire that an illness or injury must
precipitate coverage for IVF
treatment.

Attorneys in the NOW-NYC
case said they will continue to
press for IVF coverage regardless
of whether an individual has a ser-
vice-connected disability or inju-
ry that caused infertility.

Lindsay Church, aNavy veteran
represented in the NOW-NYC
lawsuit, had said in the lawsuit
that her injuries were not directly
related to the infertility that she
was experiencing. Church had
served as a petty officer 2nd class
working as a cryptologic linguist
from 2008-12.

“My service came with severe
injuries, leaving me disabled and
unable to carry a child due to ex-
tensive damage to my ribs, ster-
num, spine and torso,” Church
said.

“Despite my service-connected
disability, my spouse and I do not
have access to vital fertility treat-
ments, such as IVF, because my
disabilities are not to my repro-
ductive system, and we are in a
same-sex marriage.”

hersey.linda@stripes.com
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Army budget focuses on barracks, pay raise

$185.9B proposal includes improving
poor living conditions, recruiting sag

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Improving
poor living conditions for soldiers
and military families, overcoming
a sag in recruiting, a pay increase
for military personnel and invest-
ing in the Indo-Pacific region to
challenge China are focuses in the
Army’s proposed budget for fiscal
2025.

The proposed budget of $185.9
billion, a 0.2% increase from last
year, comes as the Defense De-
partment continues operating un-
der short-term spending bills as
Congress continues to wrangle
over spending for fiscal 2024,
which started Oct. 1. The Penta-
gon’s overall proposed budget for
2025 is $849.8 billion.

The budget includes $935 mil-
lion for nine new barracks pro-
jects, more than three times last
year’s budget request of nearly
$288 million.

The military services have
come under scrutiny from law-
makers and others to help im-
prove the poor living conditions
for service members and military
families so troops can focus on
warfighting.

Housing projects for active-du-
ty troops are scheduled at Fort
Johnson, La.; Fort Leonard Wood,
Mo.; Joint Base Lewis-McChord,
Wash.; Joint Base Myers-Hender-
son Hall, Va.; Smith Barracks in
Baumbholder, Germany; and Bar-
ton Barracks in Ansbach, Germa-
ny, according to Maj. Gen. Mark
Bennett, director of the Army
budget with the service’s assistant
secretary for financial manage-
ment and comptroller. There are
two Reserve projects also
planned, one at Parks Reserve Air
Forces training area in California
and another at Fort Buchanan,
Puerto Rico.

Barracks sustainment is also
funded to 100% for the first time in

recent history at $680 million, Un-
dersecretary of the Army Gabe
Camarillo told reporters at the
Pentagon.

The Army also provides a 4.5%
basic pay increase, 3.9% basic al-
lowance for housing increase and
3.4% basic allowance for subsis-
tence increase.

After the service missed out on
its recruiting goals for two consec-
utive years, it remains a key focus
for the Army.

“It’s not borne by the Army
alone. All the military services are
facing some significant multiyear-
recruiting headwinds,” Camarillo
said. “We’ve been taking this chal-
lenge head on.”

The Army projects an end-
strength of about 442,300 active-
duty soldiers, 325,000 National
Guard members and 175,800 re-
servists by the end of fiscal 2025,
he said.

The service implemented a se-
ries of new recruiting jobs styled
after talent-acquisition models
used by private businesses.

The Army opened jobs on Jan. 3
for sergeants through master ser-
geants and warrant officers 1
through chief warrant officers 3 to
become full-time talent acquisi-
tion technicians, or 420T. The po-
sition will work to standardize op-
erations and advise staff on
recruiting, retention, operations,
marketing and analytics, accord-
ing to the Army.

Service officials had previously
said the recruiting goal for 2024
year is 55,000 new troops. Gen.
Randy George, the Army chief of
staff, recently said the service is
ahead of where it was last year.

The service proposed budget al-
lots $1.1 billion for marketing and
advertising, an increase of 10%
from 2024, Camarillo said. While
the Army will continue to make in-
vestments in national advertise-
ments, the service will look to in-

MARIAH AGUILAR/U.S. Army

Army soldiers coaching at the Talisman Saber 23 exercise talk with a German soldier at the tactical
operations center on July 26, during the Joint Pacific Multinational Readiness Center rotation at Townsville

Field Training Area in Australia.

vest in local and regional market-
ing campaigns.

He did point out that working
under a stopgap spending mea-
sure, also known as a continuing
resolution, is a problem.

“I’ll tell you one thing that we
certainly found that doesn’t work.
It’s being in a CR environment
where we can’t really plan some of
the media buys early enough in
the year has been a real challenge
for us because it forces us to buy
inefficiently,” Camarillo said.

The war in Ukraine and China,
which is viewed by defense offi-
cials as the top pacing challenge
for the U.S. military, also remain
areas of focus for the Army. Ca-
marillo said the service alternated
in recent years between funds for
Europe and the Pacific. Since fis-
cal 2024, they are no longer doing
that.

The Army’s budget request in-
cludes $1.5 billion for the Pacific
Deterrence Initiative, a program
designed to develop advanced ca-

pabilities, new operational con-
cepts and build a more resilient
force posture in the Indo-Pacific.
The service also requested more
than $461 million for Operation
Pathways for 11 exercises in the
Pacific, a 200% increase from last
year.

Similar to the Pacific deter-
rence, the Army includes an allot-
ment of $2.1 billion for the Euro-
pean Deterrence Initiative. This
initiative looks to build up a deter-
rent in the face of Russian aggres-
sion, while funding the Army’s
posture in the region and enabling
rapid force buildup.

“There is a determined push to
ensure that we are funding exer-
cises as part of our NATO assu-
rance mission in Europe, but also
significantly investing in Pacific
pathways,” the undersecretary
said. “All of those nations in the
Pacific, they all have armies, and
they appreciate the opportunity to
train with us.”

Here are some Army priorities

from the service’s budget request
for fiscal 2025:

W $70.7 billion in military per-
sonnel funding to account for in-
creases in basic pay, housing and
subsistence.

B $675 million for enlistment
across the active-duty, Reserve
and National Guard.

M $14.1 billion for research, de-
velopment, test and evaluation, or
RDT&E.

M $24.4 billion in procurement
for ammunition, weapons and
tracked combat vehicles, aircraft
and missiles.

M $4.5 billion in shifts of funding
for the aviation rebalance strate-
gy. This includes upgrades of $465
million for CH-47 Block II heli-
copters and $25 million for UH-60
Black Hawk helicopters.

M $447 million for drones.

W $625.6 million in NATO sup-
port.

adams.matthew@stripes.com
@MatthewAdams60

VA’s $369B

By LinpA F. HERSEY
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs is pro-
posing a $369.3 billion spending
plan for fiscal 2025 that is about
12% higher than last year and in-
cludes nearly $25 billion for a tox-
ic exposures fund that compen-
sates veterans diagnosed with
medical conditions from contact
with burn pits, radiation and other
environmental hazards.

The 2025 budget provides “ro-
bust funding” for VA Secretary
Denis McDonough’s top priori-
ties, the VA said when it released

the blueprint Monday afternoon.

The overall budget is $33 billion
more than the current year’s
spending plan and prioritizes in-
creased funding and resources for
health care, disability compensa-
tion and upkeep at VA facilities,
McDonough said.

The VA spending plan antici-
pates a reduction in VA staff in
2025. The administration’s re-
quest is for 448,170 full-time em-
ployees, which is 10,000 fewer
workers than 2024 estimates.

Most of the staffing decreases
are expected to be in the Veterans
Health  Administration. The

spending plan identified decreas-
es in areas that include medical
services, medical support and
medical facilities, among others.

The VA did not provide esti-
mates on how salaries and wages
will be affected by the decrease in
staffing levels.

But it is projecting that its total
cost to deliver medical care in
2025 will be $138.6 billion, down
from the 2024 estimated cost of
$142.5 billion. The projected cost
includes mandatory and discre-
tionary spending, the VA said.

The budget also requests $2.8
billion for updating and improving

VA health care facilities, includ-
ing some hospitals that are more
than S0 years old.

Two-thirds of the VA’s $369 bil-
lion budget is for mandatory fund-
ing, which is government spend-
ing required by law.

For the VA, mandatory funding
spans health care, disability com-
pensation payouts and pensions,
housing and insurance programs,
as well as medical facility leases
for a total of $210 billion.

The toxic exposures fund adds
another $25 billion — or $5 billion
more than the 2024 request — for
delivering health care services

budget anticipates increased disability payments

and payouts to affected veterans,
as mandated by the Sergeant First
Class Heath Robinson Honoring
our Promise to Address Compre-
hensive Toxics Act, or PACT Act,
which became law in August 2022.

“VHA is working to treat more
veterans affected by military en-
vironmental exposure, conduct
additional research on military
environmental exposures, and im-
plement the authorities included
in the act to ensure VA hires and
retains the best staff possible to
treat affected veterans,” McDo-
nough said in his statement on the
budget.
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2025 Air Force budget request holds steady

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

Astagnant Air Forcebudget pro-
posal for fiscal 2025 led the service
tomake tough decisionsonfunding
procurement while meeting in-
creased costs for personnel pay
and the rising price of flight hours
and munitions.

The service’s budget request for
fiscal 2025, which begins Oct. 1, is
$217.5billion—up about1.1%from
the previous year’s request and
does not keep up with inflation,
Kristyn Jones, interim underse-
cretary of the Air Force, said Fri-
day.

“Itcosts roughly abillion dollars
more to maintain parity for readi-

ness, compared to [2024] in our
weapon systems sustainment and
flying hours,” she said. “Even
though we’rejustkeepingiteven, it
costs about a billion dollars more.
Same thing with our military pay,
given the 4.5% increase for mili-
tary pay and the other benefits, it’s
costing aboutabillion dollars more
for our military personnel.”

That meant tough decisions on
procurement,suchasspendingthe
same amount of money on muni-
tions as last year but buying less.

“You’'ll see the dollars are the
same, butin some cases, we’re get-
ting fewer quantities,” Jones said
Friday during a preview of the
budget release Monday.

The budget expects the number
of airmen to hold steady from 2024
at 320,000 troops.

“Overall, I consider this to be an
acceptable budget, I can defend
it,” Air Force Secretary Frank
Kendall said Friday. “It moves for-
ward on the things that we priori-
tize. Again, I’d like to be able to
move faster, but we do have con-
straints.

Of the total department budget,
$188.1 billion will go to the Air
Force and $29.4 billion tothe Space
Force. That’s about a $3 billion in-
crease for the Air Force and a $5.6
billion decrease for the Space
Force.

Service officials said the Air

Force will remain strategy-driven
to provide the joint force with the
capabilities it needs while accept-
ing some risk to modernization to
achieve essential near-term readi-
ness.

The service will again ask to re-
tire the F-22 fighter jet, despite
Congress’s previous opposition to
approve the move. It first asked to
dosoin2022.

Divesting from it entirely would
save about $2 billion, said Maj.
Gen. Mike Greiner, the deputy as-
sistant secretary for budget. Past
divestments from the F-22 have
gone straight into its replacement,
known currently as the Next-Gen-
eration Air Dominance fighter, or

NGAD. The proposed 2025 budget
adds $815 million for NGAD devel-
opment and testing of air vehicle
and mission systems for a total of
$3.4billiontoaugmentcurrentand
future aircraft.

Other funding highlights in-
clude $1.3 billion to support in-
creased pay and benefits for per-
sonnel, $1.6 billion for recruiting
and retention, $1.5 billion for qual-
ity-of-life improvements for mis-
sion facilities, family housing, dor-
mitories and child care centers,
and $451 million in resilience and
well-being programs.

thayer.rose@stripes.com
@Rose_Lori

Space Force budget

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

The Space Force budget pro-
posal for fiscal 2025 dropped 2%
from last year despite the service
adding 400 new guardians to its
force, according to Air Force offi-
cials.

The Air Force requested $29.4
billion for the military’s 4-year-
old service branch for fiscal 2025,
which begins Oct. 1. That’s rough-
ly $3 billion less than the 2024
Space Force budget, which has yet
to be approved by Congress. Yet
the budget expects the Space
Force to have 9,800 guardians, up
from 9,400 in 2024.

The main factor driving the de-
crease is a drop in the number of
launches planned for next year,

Air Force Secretary Frank Ken-
dall said Friday when he and ser-
vice officials previewed the De-
partment of Air Force budget re-
quest, which includes Space
Force.

“The area which I’'m most con-
cerned about risk and trying to
move forward as quickly as I can
is space,” Kendall said. “China
has fielded a combination of anti-
satellite capabilities and space-
based targeting capabilities. So
they’re threatening our space as-
sets, and they’re threatening our
joint force. We’ve got to respond to
that.”

Asin previous years, most of the
Space Force budget — roughly
63% — is dedicated to research,
development and testing. That in-

decreases

cludes $2.1 billion for the Next-
Generation Overhead Persistent
Infrared satellite program and
$1.7 billion for space technology
development and prototyping.

“We’re not moving as fast there
as we would like to, but we didn’t
have any place to make any ad-
justments,” Kendall said of re-
search and development.

Other spending includes an ad-
ditional $413 million for satellite
communications for space devel-
opment and production, $267 mil-
lion more to spend on missile
warning and tracking, and in-
creases tactical satellite commu-
nication spending by $237 million.

To convince guardians to stay in
Space Force, the proposed budget
increases bonus payouts by about

KeLLY GooNAN/U.S. Air Force

A 920th Rescue Wing HC-130J Combat King Il aircraft sits on the
flight line at Patrick Space Force Base, Fla.,

$4.5 million to $25 million with se-
lective retention bonuses and ini-
tial enlistment bonus pay, said
Maj. Gen. Mike Greiner, deputy
assistant secretary for budget.
There’s an additional $5.7 mil-

lion for assignment incentive pay
as well.

These funds will help “to get the
right folks on the team and then to
retain them and keep them long
term,” Greiner said.

Budget: Navy opts to reduce attack

FROM PAGE 1
current and near future conflicts.

The fiscal 2025 budget calls for
$43.1 billion in shipbuilding, in-
cluding six new “battle force” ad-
ditions to the fleet: One Virginia-
class attack submarine, one Con-
stellation-class guided missile fri-
gate, two Arleigh Burke-class de-
stroyers, one San Antonio-class
amphibious transport dock, and
one medium landing dock.

The budget would continue
funding forthe USS Enterprise and
USS Doris Miller, the third and
fourth of the new-generation Ford-
class aircraft carriers. The ships
are expected to enter service inthe
early 2030s.

The Navy also wants to start
work on the USS Wisconsin, the
second of the new Columbia-class
ballistic missile submarines that
also are scheduled to debut in the
next decade.

The budget would allow the ser-
vice to maintain 31 amphibious
ships to carry Marines and other
troops to conflicts. It would also

meet the congressional mandate to
maintain 11 aircraft carriers, a
number that would go to 12 next
year with the arrival of the USS
John F. Kennedy, the second Ford-
class aircraft carrier.

“Thisisastrategy-drivenbudget
that reflects the nation’s priori-
ties,” said Erik Raven, undersecre-
tary of the Navy.

The Navy opted to reduce its
planned request on the attack sub-
marines from two to one and use
$3.4 billion on the Pentagon’s Sub-
marine Industrial Base plan to
streamline and upgrade the supply
chain of 15,000 companies in SO
states involved in submarine pro-
duction.

“We need to get to a better,
healthier dynamic,” McCord said
of the Virginia-class production
delays.

The decision drew immediate
pushback from Rep. Joe Courtney
of Connecticut, the top Democrat
on the House Armed Services
Committee’s subpanel on seapow-
er and projection forces. His dis-

trict includes General Dynamics
Electric Boat, the submarine
builderin Groton.

“The Navy’s plan to cut asubma-
rine that has already been partially
paid for and built makes little or no
sense,” Courtney said Monday.
“Thishardrudderturnbythe Navy
demands the highest scrutiny by
the Congress.”

To offset the costs of operations
and new ships and submarines, the
Navy wants to retire 10 ships that
have yet to reach their projected
end-of-service age. The list in-
cludes two Ticonderoga-class
cruisers, four expeditionary trans-
ports, two littoral combat ships,
and one expeditionary transport
dock ship.

Another procurement casualty
would be the Lockheed-Martin
F-35C Lightning II aircraft slated
toreplace the McDonnell-Douglas
F/A-18 Hornet as the Navy’s main
carrier-launched fighter and at-
tack aircraft. The Navy will buy 13
F-35Cs, which Navy or Marine
squadrons can fly offaircraft carri-

sub request from 2 to 1

ers.

McCord said the new plane’s de-
velopment issues, including soft-
ware problems, were affecting de-
liveries. He saidjustasthe Virginia
submarine program could getback
on track with a production slow-
down, alongerdelivery runway for
the F-35C could allow for a catch-
up between demand and supply.

Raven said allowing the Navy to
make the choices was critical as
congressionally mandated limits
constrain future budgets.

“We’re moving into a capped en-
vironment,” he said. “We looked at
our own programs and made
trades with a clear understanding
of the risks we are taking.”

If the Navy shipbuilding and re-
tirement plan is approved, the ser-
vice would drop from 296 ships
now to 287 in 2025. The fleet would
include 11 aircraft carriers and 67
nuclear-powered attack and ballis-
tic-missile submarines.

Personnel would also remain es-
sentially flat under the budget.

The Navy wants 332,300 active-

duty sailors, up from its current
331,221. As with the other military
services, the Navy has fallen short
of recruiting goals. The Navy re-
mains below its 2024 authorized
force size of 337,800 personnel.
The service also wants to increase
the Reserve in 2025 from 55,979 to
57,700.

The budget did not include mon-
eyneededtoreplenishmissilesand
other ammunition expended in op-
erations in the Middle East. The
Defense Department and Navy
plantosubmitasupplemental bud-
get to cover the costs of current
conflicts.

Rear Adm. Ben Reynolds, depu-
ty assistant secretary of the Navy
for budget, said the service needed
a return to annual budgets with
funds matching costs. The current
short-term funding measures and
caps aren’t sustainable.

“It can cause lasting and pro-
found damage to the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps,” he said.

warner.gary@stripes.com
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Marine budget seeks $53.7B to modernize

BY SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Marine
Corps is asking for more than $50
billion to support its ongoing
transformation into a more mo-
dernized force and improve living
conditions for Marines.

The service’s $53.7 billion bud-
get request is part of the Navy’s
$257 billion overall proposed
spending plan for fiscal 2025,
which begins Oct. 1. The total bud-
get for the services represents a
funding increase of 0.7% from last
year’s request, which has yet to be
approved by Congress.

“This budget prioritizes our
people and our readiness to de-
ploy and operate today and re-
spond in this decade if called to,”
said Rear Adm. Ben Reynolds,

deputy assistant secretary of the
Navy for budget. “The budget de-
livers the resources necessary to
operate and build a lethal naval
force to defend our nation and our
way of life.”

The Marine Corps’ spending
plan would support a force of
204,800 active-duty Marines and
Reserve  members, several
hundred less than the projected
end strength for fiscal 2024.

The Navy and Marine Corps are
boosting investment in personnel,
including a 4.5% pay raise for sail-
ors and Marines and expanded op-
portunities to enroll in community
college or pursue other education.

There is also additional funding
for the restoration and mainte-
nance of barracks, family housing
and child development centers.

“As we looked [at the budget],
we said the first thing and most
important is just to make sure that
our sailors and Marines are safe
and they have a good place to
live,” Reynolds said.

Something as simple as provid-
ing Wi-Fi access can go along way
toward making troops feel at
home, as well as ensuring basics
such as working doors with locks,
he said.

The Marine Corps is in the
midst of inspecting every bar-
racks facility in its inventory and
hopes to bring them all up to stan-
dard by 2030, Reynolds said. The
service’s deferred maintenance
backlog stands in excess of $15.8
billion, according to budget docu-
ments.

Much of the Marine Corps’ bud-

get request is committed to imple-
menting its Force Design 2030
program, a long-term plan for the
service to modernize and adapt
for future marine warfare envi-
ronments. The service is asking
for nearly $14 billion in weapons
and systems procurement — a
S5.2% increase from the fiscal 2024
request.

“This budget is focused on deli-
vering resources to ensure Amer-
ica’s maritime forces — our Navy
and Marine Corps team — are
ready, resilient, flexible and for-
ward-deployed to do our nation’s
tasking, whether that’s supporting
naval diplomacy, crisis response,
building partnerships, or protect-
ing the world’s global economy,
which floats on seawater,” said
Erik Raven, undersecretary of the

Navy.

Here are other figures from the
Marine Corps’ budget request for
fiscal 2025:

B $364 million for major con-
struction supporting relocation of
Marines from Okinawa, Japan, to
Guam and Darwin, Australia.

W $3 billion for research and
development, a $600 million drop
from fiscal 2024.

W $18.1 billion for military per-
sonnel, including increases in pay
and housing compensation.

B Procurement of 123 Javelin
missiles, 674 joint light tactical
vehicles, and 12 Medium-Range
Intercept Capability, or MRIC,
missiles.

shkolnikova.svetlana@stripes.com
@svetashko

Cold weather delays sleeves-up
ritual for some Pacific Marines

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Stars and Stripes

MARINE CORPS AIR STA-
TION IWAKUNI, Japan — It’s no
joke; some Marines in Japan and
South Korea can keep their
sleeves down until April Fools’
Day.

The annual gun-unholstering
ritual, like swallows to Capistrano,
signifies the coming of spring for
Marines in the loose-fitting, green
camouflage-patterned  combat
utility uniform.

The signal for sleeves down in
the fall or sleeves up in the spring
follows daylight saving time,
which took place Sunday in the
United States.

But cooler-than-usual weather
has spurred some Marine bases in
Japan and South Korea to post-
pone the mandatory sleeves-up
order until April 1.

These include MCAS Iwakuni,
south of Hiroshima, base spokes-

man 1st Lt. Aaron Ellis said by
email Tuesday.

“In order to account for expect-
ed cooler temperatures, [Marine
Corps Installations Pacific] de-
layed the seasonal uniform
change,” he wrote.

Such seasonal delays are not un-
common; last year’s change took
place on April 9 at MCAS Iwakuni
for the same reason, Ellis said.

“Certain regions don’t follow
these guidelines as strictly but
rather work more with the chang-
ing of weather,” Marine Corps In-
stallations Pacific spokeswoman
2nd Lt. Kelsey Enlow told Stars
and Stripes by email Monday.

Sleeves are slated to go up
March 31 at Combined Arms
Training Center Camp Fuji and on
April 1 at Camp Mujuk in South
Korea, Enlow said. Marines at Yo-
kosuka Naval Base south of Tokyo
were also still in long sleeves
Monday.

Sleeves went up on schedule at
Marine bases on Okinawa, the
southernmost Japanese prefec-
ture, she said. Marines on Hawaii
wear their sleeves up year-round.

Spring and summer sleeves on
the Marines’ combat utility uni-
form should look “tight and pro-
fessional,” Sgt. Maj. Enrique Gato,
of the 2nd Combat Readiness Reg-
iment, said in a video posted Feb. 8
on the Defense Visual Information
Distribution System.

Gato demonstrates how to prop-
erly roll the tunic sleeves into a
Marine-worthy bicep cuff. Using
two-points of contact — index fin-
ger and thumb — he rolls the
sleeve high enough to rest comfor-
tably above his elbow.

Marines stopped rolling their
sleeves up in 2011 until the Corps
reinstated the practice in 2014.

snyder.jonathan@stripes.com
@Jon_E_Snyder

Apam KoroLEV/U.S. Marine Corps

Marines stopped rolling up their sleeves in 2011 until the Corps

reinstated the practice in 2014.

Speed: How fast target is shot wi

FROM PAGE 1

field [rifle], which was an 1890s
technology,” Jones said. “Now we
have an M-16A4. The test is not as
true a measure of lethality as it
was when we had older, outdated
technology.”

The Marine Corps began
reevaluating its marksmanship
standards after a 2018 combat-
based lethality assessment found
skill gaps in the ability of Marines
to shoot on the move or at amoving
target at unknown distances.

With that in mind, Training
Command evaluated how to better
train and score Marines in how ef-
fectively they can shoot to kill with
their weapons, and the command

will use a $34 million program to
score troops on shooting speed
and accuracy. The Joint Marks-
manship Assessment Program, or
JMAP, provides detailed data that
can then be used to create individ-
ual training programs to help Ma-
rines improve their skKills.

Under the previous system, a
Marine had two minutes to shoot
30 rounds at targets at the re-
quired distances. The final score
was an aggregate that showed
nothing of how quickly the Marine
hit the targets or which distances
proved most difficult. It also did
not differentiate between body
hits and fatal shots.

“With the new data redefining

lethality, we can find out that he’s
shooting S0 seconds faster than I
am,” Grayek said, pointing to
Jones. “That means he’s Killing
three or four bad guys in the time
it takes me to kill one. He’s more
lethal now, so that was the big par-
adigm shift.”

Each year, Marines must do a
prequalification and a qualifica-
tion on their rifle. In the past, the
prequalification score could be
accepted for both if it passed the
standards at any of the three ac-
ceptable levels of marksman,
sharpshooter or expert. Now, for a
prequalification score to be ac-
cepted, it must be expert — the
highest level available.

“You're going to have to go back
and try to better yourself,” Grayek
said. “It’s a forcing function to
make them not accept less than
the best.”

Entry-level shooters can now
support their rifle on the magazine
while shooting, something that
was previously banned. Jones
credited better magazines for be-
ing able to allow the supported po-
sition that is acceptable in many
civilian-shooting events.

“This is common in all our ad-
vanced marksmanship courses,
and it’s common in high-end civil-
ian marksmanship competitions.
This is the start of experimenting
with and permanently changing

| be taken Into account as well now

some of the ways we do it at entry-
level marksmanship,” Jones said.
“We hope it’s not overly emotion-
al, because it shouldn’t be. There’s
logical, functional reasons for why
we’re making this change.”

Staff Sgt. Austin Hill, chief in-
structor of the Advanced Marks-
manship Training Program at
Quantico, said he’s seen the Corps
turn marksmanship upside down
to improve the ability of Marines.

“We are trying to pull the best
that we can be so that we can fur-
ther the force as a whole and con-
tinue to move forward,” he said.

thayer.rose@stripes.com
@Rose_Lori
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Alaska on-base school may he shuttered

Budget shortfalls could force Eielson to close in May

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Stars and Stripes

A school on Eielson Air Force
Base in Alaska may close its doors
at the end of the school year due to
budget shortfalls.

The Fairbanks North Star Bor-
ough School District, which ad-
ministers Ben Eielson Junior-Se-
nior High School, is considering
closing the school as it finalizes its
fiscal year 2025 budget.

The district’s final decision is
expected Monday, according to an
Air Force news release Feb. 23.

The district is facing a budget
deficit of between $16 million and
$29 million, depending on how
much funding it receives from the
state and borough, district super-
intendent Luke Meinert said in a
Feb. 7 news release.

The base, 26 miles from Fair-
banks in Alaska’s interior, is home
to one F-16 Aggressor squadron
and two F-35A Lightning II squad-
rons.

It’s lone high school has 365 stu-
dents and employs 44 faculty and
staff, Ben Eielson’s school liaison
program manager, Earnest Kin-
cade, said by email Friday.

Closing Ben Eielson, which
teaches grades six through 12,

would save the school district $2
million a year and $13.9 million in
needed facility repairs, according
to an Alaska Public Media report
last month.

Ben Eielson students would
transfer to North Pole Middle
School and High School, accord-
ing to the report.

“Some parents have expressed
that they will not send their chil-
dren to a school off-base,” Kin-
cade said. “They have expressed
that they are considering
homeschool options.”

For some parents, including Lt.
Col. John Gillard, deputy director
of the 354th Medical Group clinic,
homeschooling is not an option.

The North Pole school lacks the
Air Force Junior Reserve Offi-
cers’ Training Corps program
available at Eielson, Gillard told
Stars and Stripes in an email Fri-
day.

“Our eighth-grader is heavily
involved in JROTC, which is a
unique opportunity for 8th grad-
ers here at Eielson because of the
jointmiddle and high school build-
ing,” he said. “It has been an in-
credible opportunity for her to
quickly make friends and also de-
velop her own path within military

culture.”

The local schools offer courses
that the Eielson school does not,
including wood shop, small en-
gines, auto mechanics, culinary
arts and welding, Kincade said.

Ben Eielson is the second school
on the air base marked for closure
in recent years.

In 2022, the district closed the
on-base Anderson Elementary
School and moved kindergarten
and first grade to Crawford Ele-
mentary, also on base and with
classes up to fifth grade.

The school district receives ap-
proximately 60% of its funding
from the state through a per stu-
dent allocation that has not seen a
meaningful increase since 2017,
Meinert said in the district’s re-
lease.

“My office has been working
hard to help fund the school dis-
trict shortfall by passing a com-
prehensive funding package,”
state Rep. Frank Tomaszewski of
Fairbanks told Stars and Stripes
by email Wednesday.

The measure, Senate Bill 140,
raises the allocation by 11.5% or
$680 per student, he said. Gov.
Mike Dunleavy has indicated his
opposition to the measure, which

JosePH SWAFFORD/U.S. Air Force

Air Force JROTC cadets from Ben Eielson Junior-Senior High School
at Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, in December 2014.

would still leave the school district
$21 million short.

“We need to fix a couple of
things in that bill,” Dunleavy said
in a Feb. 29 post on X, formerly
Twitter. “If it’s just going to be
about money and nothing else, I'm
not interested in having this bill
become law.”

For parents at Eielson, quality
of life is a big worry, Gillard said.

“I'm concerned that this will
negatively impact our families
and ultimately the mission of the

base,” he said. “It might lead to lo-
gistical challenges for parents, in-
creased stress, and potentially im-
pact the retention of personnel
due to decreased quality of life.”

His own children can thrive be-
cause of the Eielson school, Gil-
lard said. “This closure would dis-
rupt the small bit of stability we
were able to provide here on
base.”

snyder.jonathan@stripes.com
@Jon_E_Snyder

Crash Kkills US soldier on
Okinawa days after Marine
died in motorcycle accident

By Hana KusumorTo,
KELLY AGEE
AND JONATHAN SNYDER
Stars and Stripes

A U.S. soldier assigned to Kade-
na Air Base died Saturday morn-
ing when his vehicle crashed into
trees alongside a highway on Oki-
nawa, according
to Japanese po-
lice.

Spc. Ro David
Ganzon’s vehicle
flipped along
Route 75 in Uru-
ma city, an OKki-
nawa Prefectu-
ral Police
spokesman told Stars and Stripes
on Monday.

Ganzon, 22, was with the 1st Bat-
talion, 1st Air Defense Artillery
Regiment, 38th Air Defense Artil-
lery Brigade, accordingtoanemail
Tuesday from U.S. Army Japan
spokesman Maj. Devon Thomas.

The soldier’s car crossed the
centerline, crashed and flipped on-
toitsside at4:08 a.m., the prefectu-
ral police spokesman said.

A Japanese doctor declared
Ganzon dead at the scene, an Uru-

Steingold

ma police spokesman said by
phone Monday.

The accident happened on a
long, downhill stretch that curves
left by the Tengan Pier near Camp
Courtney, the city police spokes-
man said. The accidentis underin-
vestigation.

Ganzon’s death followed a mo-
torcycle collision Thursday on
Okinawa that killed Marine Sgt.
Hayden Steingold, 24, assigned to
Camp Foster.

Steingold, of Greenacres, Fla.,
was attached to the Sth Air Naval
Gunfire Liaison Company, 3rd
Marine Expeditionary Force In-
formation Group, Capt. Alejandro
Arteaga, a spokesman for III Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, said by
email Monday.

Steingold was southbound on
Route S8 in Ginowan city around
6:50 p.m. when he collided with an-
other vehicle turning right at a T-
junction, a prefectural police
spokesman said by phone Friday.
The other driver was not injured.

Some government spokespeo-
ple in Japan may speak to the
media only on condition of ano-

nymity.

S. Korea expects safe return of man
detained in Russia on spying charges

By Davip CHol
Stars and Stripes

SUWON, South Korea — Rus-
sian authorities for the first time
detained a South Korean citizen
on espionage charges earlier this
year, according to a report Tues-
day from Moscow’s state-run
news service Tass.

The South Korean, identified as
Baek Won-soon, was detained in
Vladivostok on Russia’s eastern
coast earlier this year and in Feb-
ruary moved to a prison in Mos-
cow, where his detention was ex-
tended until June 15, Tass report-
ed, citing an unnamed law en-
forcement source.

Baek is alleged to have leaked
information deemed “top secret”
to foreign intelligence agencies,
according to Tass.

South Korea has been “provid-
ing consular assistance as soon as
it became aware of the arrest,” a
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
spokeswoman told Stars and
Stripes by phone Tuesday.

No additional information was
provided; South Korean officials
regularly speak to the media on a
customary condition of anonymi-
ty. The government “expects our
people to return safely ... as soon

as possible” and declined to elab-
orate, citing the safety of the indi-
vidual in custody, Foreign Affairs
Ministry spokesman Lim Soo-suk
during a news conference in Seoul
on Tuesday.

Baek was a missionary assisting
North Korean loggers working in
Vladivostok, an unnamed South
Korean official based in Russia
said in a Chosun Ilbo report Tues-
day. Baek’s wife was also arrested
but later released, according to
the newspaper.

Diplomatic ties between Seoul
and Moscow have frayed over
their respective policies on North
Korea and the two-year war in Uk-
raine. Since 2022, China and Rus-
sia, permanent members of the
U.N. Security Council, have sided
with North Korea and vetoed U.S.-
sponsored resolutions to strength-
en and impose new sanctions
against Pyongyang.

Following Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine in 2022, South Korea pro-
vided Kyiv with military supplies,
such as body armor and helmets,
and joined the U.S.-led effort in
levying sanctions against Mos-
COW’s exports.

South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol in September pledged

over $2.3 billion in help to Ukraine
in the form of humanitarian aid
and low-interest loans.

Yoon last year visited Bucha,
the Ukrainian city where the U.N.
Human Rights Office said it found
evidence of summary executions
of hundreds of civilians.

“I feel a greater responsibility
as [South Korea’s] first head of
state to visit Ukraine at this grave
time,” Yoon said at a news confe-
rence with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on July 15.
“If we fight together with strong
solidarity under the spirit of those
seeking death shall live and those
seeking life shall die, we can sure-
ly protect our freedom and de-
mocracy.”

On March 7, 2022, Moscow des-
ignated South Korea as a foreign
country “involved in unfriendly
activity toward Russia,” accord-
ing to a Kremlin news release.

Speaking to South Korea’s sanc-
tions during a news conference in
Moscow on Dec. 27, Russian For-
eign Ministry Spokeswoman Ma-
ria Zakharova said, “We reserve
the right to retaliate, and not nec-
essarily in a symmetrical way,”
according to a Tass report at the
time.
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Blast at barracks apartmen

By JENNIFER H. Svan
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — A
contractor was hospitalized and 13 families
were evacuated Monday following an ex-
plosion that caused flooding at Smith Bar-
racks apartments in Baumholder, Army of-
ficials said.

The “minor explosion” likely was trig-
gered by the ignition of airborne dust, U.S.
Army Garrison Rheinland-Pfalz said. The
incident remains under investigation.

The explosion occurred around noon
while a contractor was sanding a floor in an
empty apartment in Building 8025, a family
housing unit built on the Army post in the
1950s, said Tammy Muckenfuss, a garrison
spokeswoman.

The residence on the fourth floor was be-
ing refurbished and prepared for new occu-
pants, work that includes painting, flooring
and cleaning, Muckenfuss said in a state-
ment Monday night.

The contractor, who is employed by a lo-
cal company, was transported to a burn unit
in Ludwigshafen am Rhein, Muckenfuss
said. The extent of the contractor’s injuries
wasn’t available Tuesday. No one else was

reported injured.

The 13 evacuated families are staying in
off-post hotels at the Army’s expense,
Muckenfuss said.

People reported seeing a lot of shattered
glass in the area Monday, according to com-
ments posted to a local Facebook group
page. The explosion broke some water lines
in the building, causing flooding from the
top floors down, Muckenfuss said.

A broken window has been boarded up,
and work to address the flooding and assess
damages is ongoing, she said.

Four other nearby buildings lost heat and
hot water periodically following the explo-
sion, officials reported on the garrison’s
Facebook page Monday night. Heating was
lost in buildings 8024, 8026, 8028 and 8029,
because Building 802S serves as a heating
hub for those units.

Public works personnel got the steam
system working for those buildings at about
10 p.m. Monday, officials said.

Representatives of base support agencies
including the Red Cross, finance, the cha-
plain’s office, housing and Army Emergen-
cy Relief met with displaced families Tues-
day morning, officials said.
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FAceBook/Baumholder Mllltary Communlty
An explosion occurred during work in an
upper-floor apartment in a family housing
unit on Smith Barracks in Baumholder,
Germany, on Monday. A contractor was
injured and transported to a local hospital.

The Red Cross is providing comfort Kits,
the USO is offering meals and the Baum-
holder Community Spouses Club Thrift
Shop is making essential items available for
free while extending its hours. The thrift
store, in Building 8667, is open Tuesday
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., according to the

displaces families

shop’s Facebook page.

“U.S. Army Garrison Rheinland-Pfalz is
working diligently to ensure that affected
families receive full support,” Muckenfuss
said.

Military families that need assistance
may call the family housing office directly
at 0964-170-531-2981.

About 400 new housing units will be built
at Baumholder, and other residences are
being renovated as the Army goes forward
with about $500 million in construction pro-
jects there, according to service officials.

Many of the buildings, like the one in
Monday’s incident, date back to the 1950s.
U.S. Special Operations Command Europe
is expecting to move to Baumholder in 2026
and is among multiple expansions.

Across the service, families and soldiers
have complained of poor living conditions
in outdated housing. The Army’s proposed
2025 budget includes $935 million for nine
new barracks projects, including one at
Smith Barracks, according to service bud-
get documents.

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
@stripesktown

Asbestos removal part of teardown at base

By BRADLEY LATHAM
Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN, Germany — Demolition
work involving several residential build-
ings in the Army’s Crestview neighbor-
hood includes a dose of asbestos miti-
gation, as borne out by the trash bags
spotted recently by some folks living in
service-owned residences there.

Asbestos was once common in indus-
trial and commercial projects as a result
of its durability and heat-resistant prop-
erties. But it has long been banned from
building projects in the United States
and Europe; inhaling its microscopic fi-
bers creates a risk of diseases such as
lung cancer, asbestosis and mesothelio-
ma.

Appropriate mitigation measures are
being taken during demolition of the
buildings, which date from the 1950s.

“The bags you see onsite are the final,
third layer of containment used for
transporting any material found to the
proper disposal site,” garrison spokeswo-
man Audra Calloway said Monday.

The garrison plans to turn the sites
into parking lots for neighborhood resi-
dents. Traffic and congestion have be-
come a problem at Crestview since fam-
ily housing units were converted into
living spaces for single soldiers.

Options for green space and recreation
areas are also under consideration, garri-
son commander Col. David Mayfield said
during a recent community meeting.

The approximately $2 million project
in the off-base military housing com-
munity began in late fall.

Contractors have already demolished
one of seven buildings in the project.
The command expects the Crestview
demolition work to be finished by Sep-
tember.

Asbestos inhalation is generally not a
concern unless the material is disturbed
and becomes airborne during activities

PHoTos BY BRADLEY LATHAM/Stars and Stripes

Workers position an excavator to demolish a building section in the Army’s Crestview
neighborhood in Wiesbaden, Germany, on Monday.

such as sanding, renovation or construc-
tion.

The substance was used extensively in
Germany from the early 20th century
until a 1993 ban, according to Federal
Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health.

Two other buildings, one in Crestview
and one in the Aukamm neighborhood,
also were slated to be torn down, but
budget constraints curtailed their demo-
lition, Calloway said.

latham.bradley@stripes.com
@BradLat24

Construction waste bags marked with
ashestos warnings are seen in the
demolition area. Seven buildings are being
torn down to make way for parking lots.

Polish leaders
talk defense, to
visit with Biden

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Joe Biden is
hosting Poland’s president and prime minis-
ter for White House talks on Tuesday with the
Polish leaders looking to press Washington to
break its impasse over replenishing funds for
UKkraine at a critical moment in the war in Eu-
rope.

Ahead of the visit, President Andrzej Duda
called onothermembers of the NATO alliance
toraise theirspendingon defenseto3%oftheir
GDP as Russia puts its own economy on a war
footing and pushes forward with its plans to
conquer Ukraine. Poland already spends 4%
of its own economic output on defense, double
the current target of 2%in NATO.

“The warin Ukraine has clearly shown that
the United States is and should remain the
leader in security issues in Europe and the
world,” Duda said in an address to Poland on
Monday. “However, other NATO countries
must also take greater responsibility for the
security of the entire alliance and intensively
modernize and strengthen their troops.”

In a Washington Post opinion piece to spot-
light his call for greater NATO spending, Du-
daargued that Russia was switchingits econo-
myto“warmode,” allocating close to 30%of its
annual budget to arm itself.

The Biden administration suggested Du-
da’s call to raise the defense spending target
for NATO countries may be, at least for the
time being, overly ambitious.

“I think the first step is to get every country
meeting the 2% threshold, and we’ve seen im-
provementofthat,” State Department spokes-
man Matthew Miller said. “But I think that’s
the first step before we start talking about an
additional proposal.”

Biden invited Duda and Polish Prime Min-
ister Donald Tusk for meetings to mark the
25th anniversary of Poland’s accession to NA-
TO.



Wednesday, March 13, 2024

e STARS AND STRIPES °

3 RRER{EREn

PAce 9

NATION

Hearing on Biden
docs turns into
campaign battle

By ZEKE MILLER
COLLEEN LONG AND
FARNOUSH AMIRI
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Lawmakers
turned a Tuesday hearing on Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s handling of clas-
sified documents into a proxy bat-
tle between the Democratic presi-
dent and Republican front-runner
Donald Trump, as a newly-re-
leased transcript of Biden’s testi-
mony last fall showed that he re-
peatedly insisted he never meant
to retain classified information af-
ter he left the vice presidency.

Special counsel Robert Hur,
testifying before the House Judi-
ciary Committee, stood steadfast-
ly by the assessments in his 345-
page report that questioned Bi-
den’s age and mental competence
but recommended no criminal
charges for the president, who’s
81.

“What I wrote is what I believe
the evidence shows, and what I ex-
pect jurors would perceive and
believe,” Hur said. “I did not san-
itize my explanation. Nor did I dis-
parage the president unfairly.”

The transcript of hours of inter-
views between Biden and the spe-
cial counsel released Tuesday
provide a more textured picture of
the roughly yearlong investiga-
tion, filling in some of the gaps left
by Hur’s and Biden’s accounting
of the exchanges. But there was no
guarantee the hearing or tran-
script would alter preconceived
notions about the president, the
special counsel who investigated
him, or Trump, particularly in a
hard-fought election year.

While Biden was adamant that
he treated classified information
seriously, the transcript shows
that he was at times fuzzy about
dates and details and said he was

unfamiliar with the paper trail for
some of the sensitive documents
he handled.

The hearing played out as both
Biden and Trump were on the
cusp of claiming their parties’
nominations, and the party lines
calcified almost immediately over
which leader meant to hang on to
classified documents, or rather,
who “willfully” retained them —
and who didn’t. And Hur was the
rare witness vilified all around, by
Republicans angry over his deci-
sion not to charge the president,
and by Democrats for his unflat-
tering commentary about Biden.

Republicans argued Biden was
being given a pass by his own Jus-
tice Department and that Trump
had been unfairly victimized by
prosecutors. Democrats stressed
Biden’s cooperation in the investi-
gation and strongly contrasted
that with the separate criminal
case against Trump, who refused
to return classified documents re-
quested by the National Archives
that he had at his Florida estate.

Democrats started off their
questioning by hitting hard at the
contrast between Biden and
Trump, focusing more on the lat-
ter’s criminal case. Rep. Jerry Na-
dler of New York, the ranking
Democrat, asked whether Biden’s
willingness to comply with inves-
tigators and turn over documents
contributed to the decision not to
charge him.

“That was a factor in our analy-
sis,” Hur said.

But the Democrats quickly
bored into Hur, who was hand-
picked by Biden’s own attorney
general, suggesting he was a polit-
ical partisan doing Republican
bidding via his written slights
about Biden’s age and memory.
Hur took issue with the character-

NATHAN HOwARD/AP

Special Counsel Robert Hur listens to recorded remarks of President Joe Biden during a hearing of the
House Judiciary Committee in the Rayburn Office Building on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday.

ization.

“Politics played no part what-
soever in my investigative steps,
my decisions and the words that in
I put in my report,” Hur respon-
ded.

Republicans, meanwhile, in-
sisted Trump was being unfairly
singled out and vilified, question-
ing how the two cases were really
all that different.

Rep. Tom McClintock, R-Calif.,
called it a “glaring double stan-
dard.”

“Donald Trump’s being prose-
cuted for exactly the same act that
you documented Joe Biden com-
mitted,” he told Hur.

But there were major differenc-
es between the two probes. Bi-
den’s team returned the docu-
ments after they were discovered,
and the president cooperated with
the investigation by voluntarily
sitting for an interview and con-
senting to searches of his homes.
Trump, by contrast, is accused of
enlisting the help of aides and law-
yers to conceal the documents
from the government and seeking
to have potentially incriminating
evidence destroyed.

Hur’s report cited evidence that
Biden willfully held on to highly
classified information and shared
it with a ghostwriter, based on au-

dio of the conversations between
the two men in which Biden said
he had just come across some clas-
sified documents at his home.

According to the transcript, Bi-
den said he did not recall the ex-
change, or that he had actually dis-
covered any documents. He said if
he had discussed anything ques-
tionable with the ghostwriter, it
was in referring to a 20-page sen-
sitive memo he had written to
then-President Barack Obama in
2009 arguing against surging
troops in Afghanistan that he
wanted to ensure didn’t make it in-
to publication.

Hur said he was aware of the
need to explain in great detail why
he’d decided not to charge the
president and why the case didn’t
meet the standard for criminal
charges. Such explanations are
common but usually kept confi-
dential.

But there’s a tradition at the
Justice Department to release
such documents publicly and so as
Hur was working on his report, he
almost certainly would have un-
derstood that the document was
going to see the light of the day.

“The need to show my work was
especially strong here,” Hur said.
“The attorney general had ap-
pointed me to investigate the ac-

tions of the attorney general’s
boss, the sitting president of the
United States. I knew that for my
decision to be credible, I could not
simply announce that I recom-
mended no criminal charges and
leave it at that. I needed to explain
why.”

He added that “the evidence
and the president himself put his
memory squarely at issue.”

In his interviews, Biden repeat-
edly told prosecutors that he did
not know how classified docu-
ments ended up at his home and
former Penn Biden Center office
in Washington.

“I have no idea,” he said.

He also insisted that had he
known they were there, he would
have returned them to the govern-
ment.

The president did acknowledge
that he intentionally held on to his
personal diaries — which officials
said contained classified informa-
tion. Biden insisted were his own
property, a claim also asserted by
previous presidents and vice pres-
idents, and that he had a right to
keep them.

He also acknowledged that he
was “never that organized,” as
prosecutors pressed him on why
some of the documents were locat-
ed in different places.

Astronauts from four countries return to Earth after 6 months in orbit

Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. —
Four astronauts from four coun-
tries caught a lift back to Earth
with SpaceX on Tuesday to end
a half-year mission at the In-
ternational Space Station.

Their capsule streaked across
the U.S. in the predawn dark-
ness and splashed into the Gulf
of Mexico near the Florida Pan-
handle.

NASA’s Jasmin Moghbeli, a
Marine helicopter pilot, led the
returning crew of Denmark’s

Andreas Mogensen, Japan’s Sa-
toshi Furukawa and Russia’s
Konstantin Borisov.

They moved into the space
station last August. Their re-
placements arrived last week in
their own SpaceX capsule.

“We left you some peanut but-
ter and tortillas,” Moghbeli ra-
dioed after departing the orbit-
ing complex on Monday. Re-
plied NASA’s Loral O’Hara: “I
miss you guys already and
thanks for that very generous
gift.”

O’Hara has another few weeks
at the space station before leav-
ing aboard a Russian Soyuz cap-
sule.

Before leaving the space sta-
tion, Mogensen said via X, for-
merly known as Twitter, that he
couldn’t wait to hear “birds
singing in the trees" and also
craved crunchy food.

NASA prefers multiple travel
options in case of rocket trouble.
Boeing should start providing
astronaut taxi service with a
two-pilot test flight in early May.

i\

JoeL Kowsky/AP

From left, Konstantin Borisov, Andreas Mogensen, Jasmin Moghbeli
and Satoshi Furukawa are seen inside the SpaceX Dragon Endurance

spacecraft on Tuesday.
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Consumer prices’ rise an ominous inflation sign

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Consumer prices in the
United States picked up last month, a sign that
inflation remains a persistent challenge for
the Federal Reserve and for President Joe Bi-
den’s re-election campaign, both of which are
counting on a steady easing of price pressures
this year.

Pricesrose 0.4% from January to February,
higher than the previous month’s figure of
0.3%, the Labor Department said Tuesday.
Compared with ayear earlier, consumer pric-
es rose 3.2% last month, faster than January’s
3.1% annual pace.

Excluding volatile food and energy prices,
so-called “core” prices also climbed 0.4%
from January to February, matching the pre-
vious month’s increase and a faster pace than
is consistent with the Fed’s 2% target. Core in-
flationis watched especially closely because it
typically provides abetterread of where infla-
tionislikely headed.

Pricier gas pushed up overall inflation, with
pump prices rising 3.8% just from January to
February. Grocery prices, though, were un-
changed last month and are up just 1% from a
year earlier. The cost of clothing, used cars
and rent also increased in February, raising
the inflation figure.

Despite February’s elevated figures, most
economists expectinflation to continue slowly
declining this year. At the same time, the up-
tick last month may underscore the Fed’s cau-
tious approach toward interest rate cuts.

Overall inflation has plummeted from a
peak of 9.1%in June 2022, though it’s now eas-
ing more slowly than it did last spring and
summer. The prices of some goods, from ap-
pliances to furniture to used cars, are actually
falling after clogged supply chains during the
pandemic had sent prices soaring higher.
There are more new cars on dealer lots and
electronics on store shelves.

By contrast, prices for dental care, car re-
pairs, and other services are still rising faster

than they did before the pandemic. Car insur-
ance hasshothigher, reflecting rising costs for
repairs and replacement. And after having
sharply raised pay for nurses and other in-de-
mand staff, hospitals are passing their higher
wage costs on to patients in the form of higher
prices.

Voter perceptions of inflation are sure tooc-
cupy a central place in this year’s presidential
election. Despite a healthy job market and a
record-high stock market, polls show that
many Americans blame President Joe Biden
for the surge in consumer prices that began in
2021. Though inflationary pressures have sig-
nificantly eased, average prices remain about
far above where they stood three years ago.

In his State of the Union speech last week,
Biden highlighted stepshe hastakentoreduce
costs, like capping the price of insulin for
Medicare patients. The president also criti-
cized many large companies for engaging in
“price gouging” and so-called “shrinkflation,”
in which a company shrinks the amount of

product inside a package rather than raising
the price.

“Too many corporations raise prices to pad
their profits, charging more and more for less
and less,” Biden said.

Fed Chair Jerome Powell signaled in con-
gressional testimony last week thatthe central
bank is getting closer to cutting rates. After
meeting in January, Fed officials said in a
statement that they needed “greater confi-
dence” that inflation was steadily falling to
their 2% target level. Since then, several of the
Fed’s policymakers have said they believe
prices will keep declining. One reason, they
suggested, is that consumers are increasingly
pushing back against higher prices by seeking
out cheaper alternatives.

Most economists expect the Fed’s first rate
cut to occur in June, though May is also possi-
ble. When the Fed cuts its benchmark rate,
over time it reduces borrowing costs for mort-
gages, car loans, credit cards and business
loans.

Trump’s team said to be slashing RNC staff amid takeover

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Just days after install-
ing his new leadership team at the Republi-
can National Committee, Donald Trump’s
lieutenants are cutting dozens of staff across
key departments in an aggressive move that
further cements the former president’s take-
over of the GOP’s political and fundraising
machinery.

More than 60 people were fired in all, in-
cluding senior staff in the political, data and
communications departments inside the
committee’s Washington headquarters. The
cuts also included staff that ran the commit-
tee’s celebrated community centers, which
were focused on building relationships with
minority groupsin some Democratic-leaning
states.

The sweeping overhaul was confirmed by
multiple people with direct knowledge of the
cuts who spoke on the condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized to discuss
the moves publicly.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., cele-
brated news of the staffing cuts, suggesting
they send a clear message about the direction
of the GOP.

“MAGA isnowin control of the Republican
Party!!” Greene wrote on X, referencing
Trump’s “Make America Great Again”
movement. “We will continue to need every-
one’shelpallthe way acrossthefinishline! Do

e

MicHAEL WYKE/AP

Newly-elected Chairman Michael Whatley, left, and Co-Chair Lara Trump greet
attendees at the Republican National Committee Spring Meeting on Friday, in Houston.

not grow weary.”

Trump’s lieutenants telegraphed major
changeslate last week as Republican Nation-
al Committee members gathered in Houston
to approve his hand-picked leadership team,
which includes his daughter-in-law Lara
Trump as the committee co-chair. Michael
Whatley, a former North Carolina GOP chair-

man, replaced Ronna McDaniel as the chair.

The cuts are designed to eliminate duplica-
tion as the Trump campaign and the RNC
work to become essentially one organization,
said Chris LaCivita, a Trump campaign se-
nior adviser who took over as the RNC chief of
staff after Friday’s vote.

“This is Republicans streamlining,” La-

Civita said Monday night.

Staffers were notified of the cutsin anemail
Monday afternoon from the committee’s new
chief operating officer, Sean Cairncross, who
offered people an opportunity to reapply for
their jobs.

The email, obtained by The Associated
Press, indicated that those who choose not to
reapply for their jobs would need to leave by
the end of March. Some staffers were told to
leave their positions immediately on Monday
afternoon, however.

“Chairman Whatley is in the process of
evaluating the organization and staff to en-
sure the building is aligned with his vision of
how to win in November,” Cairncross wrote
in the email.

News of the shakeup was first reported by
Politico.

The Trump campaign and the RNC have
worked closely in past elections, but the new
overhaul marks an unprecedentedlevel of in-
tegration between the former president’s
campaign and the GOP’s formal political and
fundraising apparatus, which is tasked with
helping Republicans win elections up and
down the ballot.

Aware of internal concerns about the level
of the committee’s commitment to Trump,
LaCivita said last week that “not a penny of
the RNC’s money” would go to pay Trump’s
mounting legal fees.

House Republicans schedule TikTok vote despite Trump’s take

Associated Press

NEW YORK — House Republicans are
moving ahead with a bill that would require
Chinese company ByteDance to sell TikTok
or face abanin the United States even as for-
mer President Donald Trump is voicing op-
position to the effort.

House leadership has scheduled a vote on
the measure for Wednesday. A Republican
congressional aide not authorized to speak
publicly said that’s still the plan and there
has not been significant pushback to the bill
from lawmakers.

A vote for the bill would represent an un-
usual break with the former president by

House Republicans, but Speaker Mike
Johnson and others have already forcefully
come out in favor of the bill, and dropping it
now would represent a significant reversal.
“It’s an important bipartisan measure to
take on China, our largest geopolitical foe,
whichis actively undermining our economy
and security,” Johnson declared last week.

Trump said Monday that he still believes
TikTok poses a national security risk but is
opposed to banning the hugely popular app
because doing so would help its rival, Face-
book, which he continues to lambast over his
2020 election loss.

“Frankly, there are a lot of people on Tik-

Tok thatlove it. There are a lot of young kids
on TikTok who will go crazy without it,”
Trump said in a call-in interview with
CNBC’s “Squawk Box.” “There’s a lot of
good and there’s alotofbad with TikTok. But
the thing I don’t like is that without TikTok
you’re going to make Facebook bigger, and I
consider Facebook to be an enemy of the
people, along with a lot of the media.”
Trump has repeatedly complained about
Facebook’s role during the 2020 election,
which he still refuses to concede he lost to
President Joe Biden. That includes at least
$400 million that its founder, Mark Zucker-
berg, and his wife donated to two nonprofit

organizations that distributed grants to state
and local governments to help them conduct
the 2020 election at the height of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

TikTok, a video-sharing app, has about
170 million users in the U.S., most of whom
skew younger — a demographic that both
political parties are desperately trying to
courtahead of November’s general election.

Biden’s 2024 campaign officially joined
TikTok last month, even though he has ex-
pressed his own national security concerns
over the platform, banned it on federal de-
vices and on Friday endorsed the legislation
that could lead toits ban.
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Emergency personnel work the scene of a crash Monday, in Rushville, lll. A Schuyler-Industry Schools bus
was traveling eastbound when it crossed the center line on U.S. Route 24 into westbound lanes and into
the path of a semitruck carrying sand, killing both drivers and three children, lllinois State Police said.

lllinois police 1D 5 people killed
when school bus, semi collide

Associated Press

RUSHVILLE, Ill. — Authorities
have identified the five people
killed in a fiery crash, including
both drivers and three children,
when a school bus and a semitruck
collided along a highway in west-
ern Illinois.

The eastbound bus from Schuyl-
er-Industry Schools crossed the
center line “for an unknown rea-
son” Monday into westbound U.S.
Route 24 and into the path of a
semitruck carrying sand, Illinois
State Police said, citing prelimina-
ry findings.

Bothvehicles “became engulfed
in flames” when the truck
slammed into the bus around 11:30
a.m.in Rushville,aSchuyler Coun-
ty community of about 3,000

roughly 60 miles west of Spring-
field, state police said. All four peo-
ple aboard the bus — three chil-
dren and the driver — were killed,
as was the semitruck driver.

The three children were identi-
fied by the Schuyler County coro-
ner as S-year-old Maria Miller, 3-
year-old Andrew Miller and 3-
year-old Noah Driscoll, all from
Rushville, state police said. The
school bus driver was identified as
Angela Spiker, 57, of Rushville,
and the truck driver as David Cou-
fal, 72, of Browning, Ill.

The county coroner said autop-
sies would be performed on the
victims’ bodies in Springfield.

Schuyler County Sheriff Bill
Redshaw told reporters Monday
that the tragedy had hit the small,

close-knit community particularly
hard.

“There’s not really words at this
time that can be said,” he said.
“When you have a loss of life like
this, it’s devastating.”

Schuyler-Industry Schools can-
celed classes Tuesday and
Wednesday because of the crash.

“It is with a heavy heart that we
announce our school community
has lost both staff and students in
the trafficincidentinvolving one of
our school buses this morning,”
the school district said in a state-
ment.

The cause of the crash is under
investigation by a National Trans-
portation Safety Board team and
state police, the Illinois agency an-
nounced.

NAACP to athletes:
Factor in DEI cuts
at Florida colleges

By Mark LoNG
Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Black
student-athletes should reconsid-
er attending public colleges and
universities in Florida, the
NAACP said in a letter to NCAA
President Charlie Baker on Mon-
day.

The letter was in response to the
University of Florida and other
state schools that have eliminated
their diversity, equity and inclu-
sion programs. It was also ad-
dressed to current and prospec-
tive student-athletes.

“This is not about politics,” the
letter read. “It’s about the protec-
tion of our community, the pro-
gression of our culture, and most
of all, it’s about your education
and your future.”

The letter was signed by
NAACP National Board of Direc-
tors Chairman Leon W. Russell
and NAACP President and CEO
Derrick Johnson.

Last year, Republican Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis signed a bill
prohibiting the use of state funds
for any DEI programs. The Uni-
versity of Florida responded in
March by closing the Office of the
Chief Diversity Officer, eliminat-
ing 13 full-time DEI positions and
15 administrative appointments,
and ending DEI-focused contracts
with outside vendors.

Other state schools like North
Florida and Florida International
also have shut down DEI pro-
grams.

“While it is our duty to spread

awareness and encourage action
around these egregious assaults,
we also recognize that protest can
come at a price,” the letter read.
“The sad reality is, for many Black
student-athletes, collegiate sports
may be their sole opportunity at
achieving the upward mobility
necessary to propel them into
their rightful places in society.”

It's unclear how awareness of
the debate over DEI might affect
current or prospective student-
athletes who are considering
powerhouses like Florida and
Florida State — especially at a
time when name, image and like-
ness deals have become so inte-
gral to building rosters — but a
growing campaign could hinder
those schools’ recruiting efforts.

Florida great and Pro Football
Hall of Famer Emmitt Smith
asked minority athletes at his al-
ma mater to “be aware and vocal”
about the decision.

Johnson took it a step further
Monday.

“Florida’s rampant anti-Black
policies are a direct threat to the
advancement of our young people
and their ability to compete in a
global economy,” Johnson said in
a statement. “Diversity, equity,
and inclusion are paramount (to)
ensuring equitable and effective
educational outcomes.

“The value Black and other col-
lege athletes bring to large univer-
sities is unmatched. If these insti-
tutions are unable to completely
invest in those athletes, it’s time
they take their talents elsewhere.”

Warden ousted as FBI again searches California women’s prison

Associated Press

The warden of a troubled federal
women’s prison in California has
been ousted months into his tenure
as FBI agents on Monday hauled
boxesofevidence fromthe facilityin
an apparent escalation of a years-
long investigation that put a former
warden and other employees be-
hind bars for sexually abusing in-
mates.

Government lawyers said in
court papers Monday that Art Dul-
gov was removed as warden of FCI
Dublin in the wake of allegations
that his staff had retaliated against
an inmate who testified in January
in a lawsuit against the prison. The
inmate was transferred to a differ-
ent prison despite the judge’s order
not to transfer any witnesses with-
out courtapproval, filingsinthe case
show.

The federal Bureau of Prisons

confirmed the leadership shakeup,
saying in a statement that “recent
developments have necessitated
new executive employees be in-
stalled” at the low-security Bay Ar-
ea facility. The agency did not spec-
ify what the developments were and
declined to comment on the FBI
search.

Deputy Regional Director N.T.
McKinney will replace Dulgov on
an interim basis effective immedi-
ately, Bureau of Prisons spokesper-
son Randilee Giamusso said.
McKinney is at least the fourth per-
son tobe putincharge of FCI Dublin
since former warden Ray Garcia
was placed on administrative leave
after the FBI raided his office and
vehicle in July 2021.

An associate warden and prison
captain working under Dulgovwere
also removed from their positions,
along with an executive assistant

who oversaw the prison’s mini-
mum-security satellite camp, gov-
ernment lawyers said.

A message seeking comment was
left with Dulgov.

More than a dozen FBI agents
searched FCI Dublin on Monday,
seizing computers, documents and
other evidence and seeking to inter-
view employees, a person familiar
with the matter told the Associated
Press. The person was not autho-
rized to speak publicly and did soon
the condition of anonymity.

FBI spokesperson Cameron Po-
lan confirmed that agents were
there conducting “court-authorized
law enforcement activity,” but de-
clined to give details.

Monday’s search came days after
anew wave of civil lawsuits alleging
abuse at FCI Dublin and as afederal
judge weighs appointing a special
master to oversee the prison’s oper-

ations. The prison, about 21 miles
east of Oakland, has been known as
the “rape club” because of years of
rampant staff-on-inmate sexual
abuse.

An APinvestigation in 2021 found
a culture of abuse and cover-ups
that had persisted for years at the
prison, which currently has more
than 650inmates. Thatreportingled
to increased scrutiny from Con-
gress and pledges from the Bureau
of Prisons that it would fix problems
and change the culture at the prison.

Last August, eight FCI Dublin in-
mates sued the Bureau of Prisons,
alleging the agency had failed toroot
out sexual abuse. Amaris Montes, a
lawyer for the plaintiffs, said in-
mates continued to face retaliation
for reporting abuse, including being
putinsolitary confinement and hav-
ing belongings confiscated.

Since 2021, at least eight FCI Du-

blin employees have been charged
with sexually abusing inmates. Five
have pleaded guilty. Two were con-
victed. Another case is pending.

All sexual activity between a pris-
on worker and an inmate is illegal.
Correctional employees enjoy sub-
stantial power over inmates, con-
trolling every aspect of their lives
from mealtime to lights out, and
there is no scenario in which an in-
mate can give consent.

Garcia was convicted in 2022 of
molesting inmates and forcing them
topose naked in their cells. Prosecu-
tors said he tried to keep his victims
quiet with promises that he’d help
them get early release and told one
victim he was close friends with a
prison official responsible forinves-
tigating staff misconduct and
couldn’t be fired.

Garciaisserving asix-yearprison
sentence.
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Haiti PM says
he’ll resign as
gangs rampage

Associated Press

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti —
Haitian Prime Minister Ariel
Henry announced early Tuesday
that he would resign once a transi-
tional presidential council is cre-
ated, bowing to international pres-
sure to save the country over-
whelmed by violent gangs that
some experts say have unleashed
a low-scale civil war.

Henry made the announcement
hours after officials including Ca-
ribbean leaders and U.S. Secreta-
ry of State Antony Blinken met in
Jamaica to urgently discuss a so-
lution to halt Haiti’s spiraling cri-
sis and agreed to a joint proposal
to establish a transitional council.

“The government that I’'m run-
ning cannot remain insensitive in
front of this situation. There is no
sacrifice that is too big for our
country,” Henry said in a video-
taped statement. “The govern-
ment I’m running will remove it-
selfimmediately after the installa-
tion of the council.”

Henry has been unable to enter
Haiti because the violence closed
its main international airports. He
had arrived in Puerto Rico a week
ago, after being barred from land-
ing in the Dominican Republic,
where officials said that he lacked
a required flight plan. Dominican
officials also closed the airspace to

flights to and from Haiti.

It wasn’timmediately clear who
would be chosen to lead Haiti out
of the crisis in
which  heavily
armed gangs
have burned po-
lice stations, at-
tacked the main
airport and raid-
ed two of the
country’s  big-
gest prisons. The
raids resulted in the release of
more than 4,000 inmates.

Scores of people have been
killed, and more than 15,000 are
homeless after fleeing neighbor-
hoods raided by gangs.

Food and water are dwindling
as stands and stores selling to im-
poverished Haitians run out of
goods. The main port in Port-au-
Prince remains closed, stranding
dozens of containers with critical
supplies.

The urgent meeting in Jamaica
was organized by Caricom, a re-
gional trade bloc that has pressed
for months for a transitional gov-
ernment in Haiti while violent
protests in the country demanded
Henry’s resignation.

Guyana President Irfaan Ali
said that the transitional council
would have seven voting mem-
bers and two nonvoting ones.

Henry

IRANIAN ARMY/AP

An Iranian military boat patrols as a warship enters the Iranian waters prior to the start of a joint naval drill
of Iran, Russia and China in the Indian Ocean on Tuesday.

Iran, Russia, China show off ships
in joint naval drill in Gulf of Oman

Associated Press

DUBALI, United Arab Emirates
— China, Iran and Russia have be-
gun a joint naval drill in the Gulf of
Oman, a crucial waterway near
the mouth of the Persian Gulf, offi-
cials said Tuesday.

Footage aired by Chinese state
television and a video released by
the Russian navy showed the on-
going drill, known as “Marine Se-
curity Belt 2024.”

China sent guided-missile de-
stroyer Urumgi and guided-mis-
sile frigate Linyi to the exercise.
Russia’s forces are being led by
the Varyag, a Slava-class cruiser.

More than 20 ships, support ves-

sels and combat boats from the
three countries, as well as naval
helicopters, are involved in the ex-
ercise.

A report by Iranian state televi-
sion quoted the drill’s spokesper-
son, Adm. Mostafa Tajaddini, as
saying the drill will take place in
6,600 square miles of water.

Tajaddini added that the three
nations’ drill — their fourth since
2019 — was also meant to improve
trade, confront “piracy and terro-
rism, support to humanitarian ac-
tivities and the exchange of infor-
mation in the field of rescue,”
among other goals.

Iran has stepped up its military

cooperation with Beijing and Mos-
cow in response to regional ten-
sions with the United States, in-
cluding due to supplying military
drones to Russia now being used
in Moscow’s war on Ukraine.

Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Oman,
Pakistan and South Africa are ob-
servers of the drill.

The Gulf of Oman has seen a se-
ries of attacks since 2019 that the
U.S. has blamed on Iran, as well as
ship seizures by Tehran, since the
collapse of its nuclear deal with
world powers. A fifth of all oil trad-
ed passes through the Strait of
Hormuz, the Persian Gulf’s nar-
row mouth.

Russia reports Ukrainian drone strikes deep inside

Associated Press

Ukraine launched a wave of
long-range drones against targets
deep inside Russia on Tuesday,
Russian officials said, hitting at
least two oil facilities in the attack
on eight regions of Russia in the
latest display of Kyiv’s expanding
drone capacity.

Also Tuesday, soldiers who Ky-
iv officials say are Russian volun-
teers fighting for Ukraine report-

ed to have crossed the border into
Russia, as they have several times
during the war. Russia said it had
beaten back attempted incur-
sions, but it wasn’t possible to ver-
ify either side’s claims and the re-
ports of border fighting were mur-
ky.

Alleged incursions reported oc-
casionally during the war are the
subject of claims and counter-
claims, as well as disinformation

and propaganda.

One Ukrainian drone struck
and set ablaze an oil refinery in the
Nizhny Novgorod region, accord-
ing to regional governor Gleb Nik-
itin. That region is located about
480 miles from the Ukraine bor-
der.

In another deep strike, a drone
was shot down in the Moscow re-
gion, Moscow mayor Sergei So-
byanin said. Though it was

brought down well south of the
city center, the drone was close to
Zhukovsky Airport, one of Mo-
cow’s four international airports.
Another drone hit an oil depotin
Oryol, 95 miles from Ukraine.
The strikes appeared to be evi-
dence of Ukraine’s growing so-
phistication in domestic drone
technology and its brashness in
taking the war to Russia, after the
Kremlin’s forces launched a full-

its territory

scale invasion of Ukraine on Feb.
24, 2022.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said last year that
his country had developed a weap-
on that hit a target 400 miles away,
in an apparent reference to
drones.

Ukraine has also increasingly
deployed sea drones in the Black
Sea, where it claims to have sunk
Russian warships.
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Aid ship sets sail to
Gaza as thousands
still face starvation

Associated Press

RAFAH, Gaza Strip — An aid
ship loaded with some 200 tons of
food set sail for Gaza on Tuesday
in a pilot program for the opening
of a sea corridor to the territory,
where the S-month-old Israel-Ha-
mas war has driven hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians to the
brink of starvation.

The food was gathered by
World Central Kitchen, the char-
ity founded by celebrity chef José
Andrés, and is being transported
by the Spanish aid group Open
Arms. The ship departed from the
eastern Mediterranean island na-
tion of Cyprus and is expected to
arrive in Gaza in two to three days.

The United States has separate-
ly announced plans to construct a
sea bridge near Gaza in order to
deliver aid, but it will likely be sev-

eral weeks before it is operational.
President Joe Biden’s administra-
tion has provided crucial military
aid for Israel while urging it to fa-
cilitate more humanitarian ac-
cess.

The war, triggered by Hamas’
Oct. 7 attack on Israel, has killed
over 30,000 Palestinians and dri-
ven most of Gaza’s 2.3 million peo-
ple from their homes. A quarter of
Gaza’s population is starving, ac-
cording to the United Nations., be-
cause they cannot find enough
food or afford it at vastly inflated
prices.

The United States, Qatar and
Egypt had tried to broker a cease-
fire and hostage release ahead of
the Muslim holy month of Rama-
dan, which began on Sunday. But
the talks stalled last week as Ha-
mas demanded that any tempor-

ary pause in the fighting come
with guarantees for ending the
war.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has vowed to ex-
pand the offensive into the south-
ern city of Rafah, where half of
Gaza’s population has sought ref-
uge, and to keep fighting until Ha-
mas has been completely disman-
tled and all the captives it is hold-
ing have been returned.

The war threatens to spill over
across the Middle East as Iran-
backed groups allied with Hamas

PeTROS KARADJIAS/AP

A ship belonging to the Open Arms aid group departs from the port of
the southern city of Larnaca, Cyprus, on Tuesday.

trade fire with U.S. and Israeli
forces. The Israeli military said
around 100 projectiles were
launched into Israel from Leba-
non on Tuesday, one of the biggest
barrages since the start of the war
in Gaza.

There were no reports of inju-
ries or damage from the attack,
which appeared to be in response
to Israeli airstrikes deep inside
Lebanon the day before. Israel
and Lebanon’s Hezbollah militant
group have traded fire nearly ev-
ery day since the war began.

No one hurt as
Houthis target
ship in Red Sea

Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates
— Yemen’s Houthi rebels target-
ed a Liberian-flagged container
ship in the Red Sea with missiles,
producing an explosion near the
vessel but causing no damage, au-
thorities said.

The master of the vessel report-
ed the explosion Monday and said
no one was hurt, the British mili-
tary’s United Kingdom Maritime
Trade Operations center said. The
UKMTO later identified the ves-
sel as the Pinocchio, managed by a
Singaporean firm.

The Houthis used two anti-ship
ballistic missiles in the attack, the
U.S. military’s Central Command
said.

Houthi military spokesman
Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree claimed
the attack early Tuesday, claiming
the Pinocchio was an American
ship without offering evidence to
support the assertion.

He said the Houthis would con-
tinue their attacks, aimed at pres-
suring an end to the Israel-Hamas
war in the Gaza Strip.
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This week: Music from JT,

Musgraves; even more Eras

Associated Press
Here’s a collection curated by
The Associated Press’ entertain-
mentjournalists of what’s arriving
on TV, streaming services and
music platforms this week.

Music

B With each new album, Kacey
Musgraves demonstrates to lis-
teners that there are no bounda-
ries in her creative process. Fans
who found her on the celebratory
country-as-heck LGBTQ+ an-
them “Follow Your Arrow,” from
2013’s “Same Trailer Different
Park,” followed her through psy-
chedelic-disco-pop pastures on
2018’s “Golden Hour,” the album
that took home the top prize at the
2019 Grammys. Then she pivoted
again with 2021’s “star-crossed,” a
meditation on divorce and autono-
my, with an uncanny ability to
break hearts in less than 15 words.
Which brings us to “Deeper Well.”
Musgraves’ is once again paving
her own path: Her country has be-
come folk; her songs are pretty
and delicate with lyrics that find
profundity in mundanity. It is soft
and classic sounding, with hyper-
specific language of the current
moment. Maybe it dates these
songs, maybe it plants them firmly
in Musgraves’ reality. Whatever
the case, they are affecting.

B On “Man of the Woods,” Jus-
tin Timberlake’s last solo album
released in 2018, JT looked to
Americana sounds to find his next
musical development. It was
widely viewed as a critical mis-
step — a shallow attempt at inno-
vation, mining familiar images of
rural country life to mirror his
new reality as a father. On “Every-
thing I Thought It Was,” JT does a
180. He’s returned to the ’00s
R&B-pop sounds that made him a
superstar. That was evident from
the first singles that were re-
leased: the moody “Selfish,” and
the dreamy reverb of “Drown,”

strengthened by Timberlake’s idi-
osyncratic falsetto.

— AP Music Writer

Maria Sherman

Movies

B Taylor Swift’s concert film
“The Eras Tour” comes to Dis-
ney+ on Thursday, a day earlier
than first announced. The stream-
ing cut features five additional
songs, including “Cardigan.”
“Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour”
was a phenomenon at the box of-
fice, grossing more than $262 mil-
lion worldwide in a groundbreak-
ing deal with AMC Theaters,
which released the film instead of
a traditional Hollywood studio.

B Film editor Carla Gutiérrez
(“RBG”) makes her directorial
debut with “Frida,” an evocative
portrait of artist Frida Kahlo told
in the artist’s own words. Gutiér-
rez used Kahlo’s diary entries, let-
ters, essays and paintings to drive
the narrative, which delves into
her childhood, her marriage, her
style, her accident and, of course,
her art. It debuts on Prime Video
on Thursday.

B Nicolas Cage stars in Kris-
toffer Borgli’s “Dream Scenario”
as Paul Matthews, an average col-
lege professor, husband and fa-
ther whose life is turned upside
down when millions of strangers
start seeing him in their dreams.
In her AP review Jocelyn Noveck
wrote that “Borgli, the Norwegian
writer-director making his Eng-
lish-language debut here, is aim-
ing for a broader statement about
the nature of fame. And while the
topic, which he’s broached before,
may not be original, it’s ripe for
exploration in the right hands —
especially with an actor as inven-
tive and unpredictable as Cage.” It
begins streaming Friday on Max.
For the kids, “Trolls Band Togeth-
er” arrives Thursday on Peacock.

— AP Film Writer
Lindsey Bahr

Right: Justin Timberlake returns
to the '00s R&B-pop sounds that
made him a superstar on his new
album. Above, from left: Kacey
Musgraves’ “Deeper Well” and
Timberlake’s “Everything |
Thought It Was” are among the
new music releases this week.

Television

B Over the years, the charac-
ters on ABC’s “Grey’s Anatomy”
have seen medical breakthroughs,
crisis situations, office romances,
staffing shake-ups and three hos-
pital name changes. We’ll see
what’s in store for Season 20 when
the popular medical drama re-
turns Thursday after filming was
delayed because of the Hollywood
strikes. This season, Ellen Pom-
peo — who plays Dr. Meredith
Grey — will not be a series regular
but will appear periodically. Shon-
da Rhimes’ other ABC show, the
firefighter drama “Station 19,” al-
so returns Thursday for its sev-
enth and final season. Both shows
stream next day on Hulu.

B Another Liane Moriarty nov-
el has gotten the TV treatment. In
Peacock’s “Apples Never Fall,”
Annette Bening plays a wife and
mother who goes missing, leaving
her adult kids suspicious of their
father (played by Sam Neill). The
cast also includes Jake Lacy and
Alison Brie. All episodes of the
limited series drop Thursday.

B The comedy “GirlsSEva” has
jumped from Peacock to Netflix
for its third season. The musical
comedy is about a girl group from
the ’90s who achieved a tiny bit of

fame and are hoping to revive
their celebrity status decades lat-
er. The show is executive pro-
duced by Tina Fey and stars Sara
Bareilles, Renée Elise Goldsber-
ry, Paula Pell and Busy Philipps.
All six episodes of Season 3 stream
Thursday. Seasons 1 and 2 are also
available on Netflix.

B An Apple TV+ limited series
called “Manhunt” has made the
assassination of Abraham Lincoln
by John Wilkes Booth into a politi-
cal thriller. Tobias Menzies stars
as Edwin Stanton, former secreta-
ry of war, who led the search for
Booth after Lincoln’s murder. The
show is based on the book “Man-
hunt: The 12-Day Chase for Lin-
coln’s Killer” by James L. Swan-
son. It premieres Friday.

B Just in time for this election
year, a new dramedy follows fe-

RCA Records

male reporters embedded on a
presidential campaign. “The Girls
on the Bus” stars Melissa Benoist
(“Supergirl”) as Sadie McCarthy,
a newspaper reporter who is ena-
mored of old school journalism
and idolizes Hunter S. Thompson.
She travels the country by bus
with a seasoned print reporter
(Carla Gugino), a broadcast re-
porter (Christina Elmore) and a
young journalist (Natasha Beh-
nam), who embraces new media
and uses Substack, sponsors and
social media to reach an audience.
It debuts Thursday on Max.

W Cozy staple “Call the Mid-
wife” returns for its 13th season on
Sunday on PBS. The period drama
will also stream to PBS station-
branded PBS platforms, including
PBS.org and the PBS App.

— Alicia Rancilio

6HRIS PizzeLLo, INviSION/AP
Ryan Gosling, left, performs “I'm
Just Ken” during the Oscars on
Sunday in Los Angeles.

Oscars get ‘Barbenheimer’ bump, but it’s no blockbuster

Associated Press

“Barbenheimer” brought a
bump, but not a boom, to Oscars
ratings.

An estimated 19.5 million peo-
ple watched Sunday night’s 96th
Academy Awards ceremony on
ABC. That’s the biggest number
drawn by the show in four years.

But that upward trend comes
from an all-time low during the
pandemic, and is up only 4% from
last year’s estimated audience of
18.7 million, according to numbers
released Monday by ABC.

The Academy experimented

with scheduling this year’s show
an hour earlier, and for the first
time in years had many nomina-
tions for huge hit movies that
viewers had actually seen — “Bar-
bie” and “Oppenheimer.”
Viewership peaked in the final
half hour, when Ryan Gosling per-
formed “I’'m Just Ken” from “Bar-
bie,” Cillian Murphy won best ac-
tor, Christopher Nolan won best
director and “Oppenheimer” was
awarded the best-picture Oscar.
A major star, Emma Stone, also
won best actress during the final
stretch in the the night’s most

competitive race over Lily Glad-
stone, and nearly 22 million peo-
ple saw her do it.

Last year’s big Oscar winner,
“Everything, Everywhere All at
Once,” was hardly a slouch at the
box office, bringing in $143 million
globally. But that’s nothing like
the “Barbenheimer” juggernaut,
with “Oppenheimer” approach-
ing a billion global dollars and
“Barbie” surpassing it.

But they didn’t yield the same
ballooning numbers for the show
that the Academy and ABC might
have hoped for.

Other news

B Nile Rodgers, co-founder of
the influential disco band Chic,
and Finnish classical music com-
poser and conductor Esa-Pekka
Salonen have won the 2024 Polar
Music Prize, a Swedish award.
The award panel said Tuesday of
the American guitarist, composer
and producer that “there are few
in history, if any, who have com-
posed dance music as sophisticat-
ed and subtly arranged as Nile
Rodgers” who “turned disco and
funk into an art.”
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OPINION

Europe bickers while the Russian threat grows

By LEE HOCKSTADER
Special to The Washington Post

PARIS
othing could have delighted Vladi-
mir Putin more than a recent se-
ries of unforced errors by top Eu-
ropean leaders, which dovetailed
neatly with Kremlin propaganda, exposed
rifts in the Western coalition backing Ukraine
and culminated with French President Em-
manuel Macron warning his allies “not to be

cowards” in confronting Moscow.

In the resulting fallout, German, French
and British officialstook turns skeweringeach
other for ill-considered comments. The trou-
ble is that in dwelling on minor gaffes, the re-
criminations missed Europe’s far deeper stra-
tegic problems, including frail fighting forces
and anemic military production, asit faces the
most dangerous threat since the Cold War.

That threat, the specter of further Russian
aggression, is prompting sharp defense
spending increases and a rethink of the Conti-
nent’s reliance on the United States and other
far-flung arms suppliers.

But even as European members of NATO
scramble to meet the alliance’s spending tar-
getof 2% of total economic activity on defense,
Putinhasearmarked more than 7% of Russian
GDP for military outlays this year. And sober
analysts across the Continent believe a direct
showdown with Russian forces could come
before the end of this decade.

That chilling scenario, coupled with Wash-
ington’s growing preoccupation with China,
should provide a bracing moment for Euro-
pean unity. Instead, it seems to be prompting
squabbles — a sneak preview, perhaps, of
what to expect if the United States scales back
its principal role inNATO after seven decades
as the bloc’s undisputed leader.

The headline-grabbing slips began last
month when German Chancellor Olaf Scholz

defended his fuzzy-minded refusal to send his
country’s most powerful long-range missiles
to Ukraine. In doing so, he intimated that the
British and French, who have shipped their
own missiles, have also sent military person-
neltohelp Kyivtarget Russian forces precise-
ly—amove he said was out of the question for
Germany.

The reaction to Scholz’s remark was furious
in London, muted in Paris and gleeful in Mos-
cow, where the remark, along with a leaked
recording of German air force officers dis-
cussing the use of missiles against Russiantar-
gets, was used to buttress Russia’s specious
narrative that NATO’s aggression triggered
its invasion of Ukraine.

Thatsame day, Macroninfuriated his Euro-
pean partners by urging that they consider de-
ploying troops to Ukraine to help fend off Rus-
sian advances in the absence of sustained U.S.
arms supplies. It was the ensuing uproar over
what most allies regarded as a broken taboo
that prompted himtosay, “Europe clearly fac-
esamoment whenitwillbe necessarynottobe
cowards,” adding that people “never want to
see the tragedies that are coming.”

The French president has a point—not that
Europe should put boots on the ground in Uk-
raine (it shouldn’t, at least not in combat) but
that it has not fully come to terms with Mos-
CoOw’s menace.

In Europe’s most militarily formidable
countries, the gaps are enormous between the
peril they perceive and the preparations they
are making.

In Brussels, European Union leaders have
proposed subsidizing a major shift to joint
weapons procurement that would prioritize
purchases from homegrown arms-makers.
The goal would be spending half of EU de-
fensebudgets within the blocby 2030, and 60%
by 2035.

But the EU cannot defend Europe on its

own. As NATO Secretary-General Jens Stol-
tenberg pointed out last month, 80% of the alli-
ance’s military expenditures come from non-
EU allies, meaning the United States and a
handful of others.

A major weak point is Germany. Scholz re-
sponded to Russia’s full-scale invasion of Uk-
raine by establishing a $108 billion special
fund to rebuild Germany’s depleted armed
forces, along with major arms shipments to
Kyiv. But there is no plan or realistic prospect
to sustain the new spending once it runs out in
2028.

The reason is the German constitution’s
draconian limit on borrowing, which means a
long-term military buildup could be financed
only through a major tax increase or massive
cuts in health, welfare and climate programs.

Neitheris politically feasible. Yet thereisno
serious debate about scrapping the debt limit
despite years of infrastructure underinvest-
ment that has sapped the German economy.

France poses a different problem, which is
that Macron has allowed the perfect strategy
—asheseesit—tobethe enemy of agood one.

He has insisted that Europe beef up its
homegrown defense industries, not least
Frenchones,asensible goal given the swelling
tide of isolationism among U.S. Republicans.
Yet under the banner of what he terms Eu-
rope’s “strategic autonomy,” he has spurned a
Czech-led plan for Europe tobuy 800,000 artil-
lery shells for Kyiv from sources outside the
EU, even as Ukraine runs short on ammuni-
tion.

The sniping among European leaders is a
sideshow that obscures the bigger challenge,
one that the Continent is rising too slowly to
face. Putin will be sure to notice.

Lee Hockstader has been The Washington Post’s European
Affairs columnist, based in Paris, since 2023. Previously he was
a member of the Post editorial board; a national correspondent,
a foreign correspondent, and a local reporter.

Collaboration key to correcting online misinformation

By MADELYN SANFILIPPO
The Fulcrum

eepfakes of celebrities and mis-

informationabout public figures

might not be new in 2024, but

they are more common and
many people seem to grow ever more re-
signed that they are inevitable.

The problems posed by false online con-
tent extend far beyond public figures, im-
pacting everyone, including youth.

New York Mayor Eric Adams in a recent
press conference emphasized that many de-
pend on platforms to fix these problems, but
that parents, voters and policymakers need
to take action. “These companies are well
aware that negative, frightening and outra-
geous content generates continued engage-
ment and greater revenue,” Adams said.

Recent efforts by Taylor Swift’s fans, co-
ordinated via #ProtectTaylorSwift, to take
down, bury and correct fake and obscene
contentaboutherare a welcome and hopeful
story about the ability to do something about
false and problematic content online.

Still, deepfakes (videos, photos and audio
manipulated by artificial intelligence to
make somethinglook or sound real) and mis-
information have drastically changed social
mediaover the pastdecade, highlighting the
challenges of content moderation and seri-
ous implications for consumers, politics and
public health.

At the same time, generative Al — with

ChatGPT at the forefront — changes the
scale of these problems and even challenges
digital literacy skills recommended to scru-
tinize online content, as well as radically re-
shaping content on social media.

The transition from Twitter to X — which
has1.3 billion users—and the rise of TikTok
— with 232 million downloads in 2023 —
highlight how social media experiences
have evolved as aresult.

From colleagues at conferences discuss-
ing why they’ve left LinkedIn and students
asking if they really need to use it, people
recognize the decrease in quality of content
on that platform (and others) due to bots, AI
and the incentives to produce more content.

LinkedIn has established itself as key to
career development, yet some say it is not
preserving expectations of trustworthiness
and legitimacy associated with professional
networks or protecting contributors.

Insome ways, the reverseistrue: User da-
taisbeing used to train LinkedIn Learning’s
Al coaching with an expert lens that is al-
ready being monetized as a “professional
development” opportunity for paid Linked-
In Premium users.

Regulation of Al is needed as well as en-
hanced consumer protection around tech-
nology. Users cannot meaningfully consent
to use platforms and their ever changing
terms of services without transparency
about what will happen with an individual’s
engagement data and content.

Not everything can be solved by users.
Market-driven regulation is failing us.

There needstobe meaningful alternatives
and the ability to opt out. It can be as simple
as individuals reporting content for moder-
ation. For example, when multiple people
flag content forreview, itis more likely to get
to a human moderator, who research shows
is key to effective content moderation, in-
cluding removal and appropriate labeling.

Collective action is also needed. Com-
munities can address problems of false in-
formation by working togethertoreportcon-
cerns and collaboratively engineer recom-
mendation systems via engagement to de-
prioritize false and damaging content.

Professionals must also build trust with
the communities they serve, so that they can
promotereliable sourcesand develop digital
literacy around sources of misinformation
and the ways Al promotes and generates it.
Policymakers must also regulate social
media more carefully.

Truth matterstoaninformed electoratein
order to preserve safety of online spaces for
children and professional networks, and to
maintain mental health. We cannot leave it
up tothe companies who caused the problem
to fix it.

Madelyn Sanfilippo is an assistant professor in the School of
Information Sciences at the University of lllinois Urbana-
Champaign and book series editor for Cambridge Studies on
Governing Knowledge Commons. She is a public voices fellow
of The OpEd Project.
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Man who shot, killed mom
thought she was intruder

M OLIVETTE— A 25-

year-old  Missouri
man has been charged with shoot-
ing and Killing his mother as she
tried to enter the back door of their
home.

Jaylen Johnson’s attorney, Wil-
liam Goldstein, told the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch that Johnson be-
lieved his mother was an intruder
when she tried to enter the home in
the St. Louis suburb of Olivette
around 7:30 a.m. Thursday.

Olivette police said S6-year-old
Monica McNichols-Johnson died
at the house even though John-
son’s girlfriend tried to help her af-
ter she was shot. Goldstein said the
25-year-old Johnson immediately
called 911 after he shot his mother,
and he has been distraught ever
since.

Prosecutors charged Johnson
with manslaughter and armed
criminal action, and his bail was
set at $100,000.

State saw big increase in
incidents of bias in 2023

Nj TRENTON — Reports in

New Jersey of incidents
of bias — like antisemitism and
anti-Black behavior among others
— climbed by 22% last year, ac-
cording to preliminary data re-
leased Thursday by the attorney
general.

Attorney General Matt Platkin’s
office released the unofficial data
for 2023 that saw reports tolaw en-
forcement climb to 2,699 from
2,221 the year before along with an
analysis for 2022 and 2021 that
showed an increase of 17% year
over year.

Thenumberofincidentsrecord-
ed in 2022 is the highest the state
has seen since record keeping be-
gan about 30 years ago.

The data reflects reports mem-
bers of the public make to police
across the state, including state po-
lice, alleging hate crimes or other
incidents of bias against protected
classes under the law, including
race, religion and gender. The in-
cidents include racially discrimi-
natory graffiti, threats or actual
physical harm.

Sperm whale dies after
beaching along coast

F VENICE — A sperm

whale that became fa-
mous after beaching itself on a
sandbar along Florida’s Gulf Coast
died Monday, the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion said in a statement.

Police and wildlife officials be-
gan trying to free the male whale
from the shallow sandbar off the
beach in Venice on Sunday morn-
ing. They had estimated it to be
about 70 feet long. Biologists con-
firmed Monday that it was actually
44 feet long, the agency said.

By Sunday evening, the whale
suffered from labored breathing
and died around 3 a.m. Monday.
The biologists had a difficult time
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Here comes the sun

A customer enjoys sunshine while he waits at a restaurant in Chicago on Monday. Daylight saving time brings far different sunrise and sunset
times in Chicago, where May-level temperatures return this week.

helping it Sunday because of water
conditions.

Biologists will collect samples to
determine the cause of death,
which could take several weeks.

Teen fatally shot after
rushing at sheriff’s deputy

c APPLE VALLEY — A

15-year-old California
boy armed with a bladed garden
tool was fatally shot when he
charged at a sheriff’s deputy re-
sponding to a report of an assault
underway at a residence, author-
ities said.

The shooting occurred Saturday
afternoon in Apple Valley, a Mo-
jave Desert city northeast of Los
Angeles.

Family said in a 911 call that the
teen was “actively assaulting fam-
ily members and damaging prop-
erty attheresidence,” the San Ber-
nardino County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment said in a statement.

The department’s statement
made no mention of mental illness
being a factor, but a separate state-
ment by Sheriff Shannon Dicus in-
dicated that it was involved.

Executions set to resume
following 4-year pause

ATLANTA — An exe-

cution scheduled for
next week would be the first in
Georgia in more than four years.
The state is trying to move past an
agreement made amid the corona-
virus pandemic that effectively
halted lethal injections.

Willie James Pye, 59, is set to be
puttodeath March 20. He was con-
victed of murder and other crimes
in the November 1993 killing of his
former girlfriend, Alicia Lynn
Yarbrough.

Georgia last carried out an exe-
cution in January 2020. In April
2021, the state attorney general’s
office entered into an agreement
with attorneys for death row pris-
oners to suspend executions for a
certain group of prisoners and to
establish conditions under which
they could resume.

Woman pleads guilty to
manslaughter of husband

c HARTFORD — A 76-

year-old Connecticut
woman who was accused of killing
her husband, hiding his body for
months and collecting his pay-
checks pleaded guilty to man-
slaughter Monday, a state prose-
cutor said.

Linda Kosuda-Bigazzi was ar-
rested in February 2018 in the
death of her husband, Dr. Pierluigi
Bigazzi, a professor of laboratory
science and pathology at UConn
Health. The body of the 84-year-
old man was found in the basement
ofthe couple’s home in Burlington,
Conn., when police came over fora
wellness check.

The medical examiner said Dr.
Bigazzi died of blunt trauma to the
head. Investigators said they be-
lieve he died sometime in July 2017
and that UConn Health paychecks
were deposited into the couple’s
joint checking account from the

time of his death until February
2018.

Prosecutors pursuing a murder
case against Kosuda-Bigazzi
claimed she left his body wrapped
in plastic in their home for months
while she continued to collect his
salary.

Kosuda-Bigazzi had claimed
self-defense in the killing.

Hartford State’s Attorney Shar-
mese Walcott said Monday that
Kosuda-Bigazzi pleaded guilty to
first-degree manslaughter and
first-degree larceny.

“This case has been pending for
six years so we are thankful we
were able to reach a resolution to-
day,” Walcott said in a prepared
release.

Sentencing is scheduled for
June 28.

Some fans at frigid Chiefs
game had amputations

M KANSAS CITY —
Some of the people
who attended the near-record cold
Kansas City Chiefs playoff gamein
January had to undergo amputa-
tions after suffering frostbite, a
Missouri hospital said Friday.
Research Medical Center didn’t
provide exact numbers, but said in
a statement that it treated dozens
of people who had experienced
frostbite during an 11-day cold
snap in January. Twelve of those
people — including some who
were at the Jan. 13 game — had to
undergo amputations involving
mostly fingers and toes. And the
hospital said more surgeries are

N
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expected over the next two to four
weeks as “injuries evolve.”

The University of Kansas hospi-
tal said it also treated frostbite vic-
tims after the game, but didn’t re-
port any amputations.

The temperature for the Dol-
phins-Chiefs wild-card playoff
game was minus 4 degrees Fah-
renheit, and wind gusts made for a
windchill of minus 27 degrees F.
That shattered the record for the
coldest game in Arrowhead Stadi-
um history, which had been 1 de-
gree F, set in a 1983 game against
Denver and matched in 2016
against Tennessee.

Authorities: Remote plane
crash leaves ‘no survivors’

o MADRAS — A plane

crash in a remote area
of central Oregon killed everyone
on board, local authorities said
Monday.

The Jefferson County Sheriff’s
Office said a 911 call around 7:40
p.m. Sunday reported the crash
outside the city of Madras, and
deputies found the site with the
help of power company officials.

Authorities did not specify the
type of plane nor the number of
passengers. The sheriff’s office
said it won’t release the names of
the victims until identities are con-
firmed and families are notified.

The National Transportation
Safety Board and the Federal
Aviation Administration will in-
vestigate, the sheriff’s office said.

From The Associated Press
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SCOREBOARD/SPORTS BRIEFS

COLLEGE BASKETBALL PRO SOCCER

Women’s AP Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ women’s college basketball poll,
with first-place votes in parentheses, and
total points based on 25 points for a first-
place vote through one point for a 25th-
place vote and previous ranking:

Record Pts Prv

1.South Carolina (35)  32-0 875 1
2. lowa 29-4 821 3
3. Southern Cal 26-5 809 5
4. Stanford 28-5 750 2
5. Texas 28-4 740 6
6. UCLA 25-6 646 7
7. Ohio St. 25-5 642 4
8.LSU 28-5 627 8
9. Notre Dame 26-6 613 14
10. UConn 28-5 612 9
11. NC State 27-6 513 10
12. Oregon St. 24-7 465 13
13. Virginia Tech 24-7 437 11
14. Gonzaga 29-2 412 15
15. Indiana 24-5 399 12
16. Kansas St 25-6 365 16
17. Oklahoma 22-8 302 19
18. Colorado 229 262 18
19. Baylor 24-7 234 17
20. Utah 22-10 170 22
21. UNLV 27-2 156 23

23-7 129 20
25-5 91 21
24. Louisville 249 90 24
25. Fairfield 28-1 88 25

Others receiving votes: Princeton 36,
Nebraska 21, Mississippi 20, West V|rg|n|a
16, lowa St. 10 Columbia 6, Tennessee 4,
Toledo 4, Florida St. 3, Duke 2, Richmond 2,
Kansas 2, Jackson St 1.

Women’s conference
tournaments

America East Conference
At Higher-Seeded Schools
Semifinals
Monday, March 11
Maine 64, Binghamton 58
Vermont 50, Albany (NY) 46
champlonsh|p
Friday, March 15
Maine vs. Vermont
American Athletic Conference
At Fort Worth, Texas
Quarterfinals
Monday, March 11
East Carolina 75, Tulsa 71
UTSA 58, South Florida 56
Rice 61, North Texas 59
Temple 76, Tulane 72
Semifinals
Tuesday, March 12
UTSA vs. East Carolina
Temple vs. Rice
Atlant|c Sun Conference
At Higher-Seeded Schools
Semifinals
Tuesday, March 12
Florida Gulf Coast vs. Austin Peay
Cent. Arkansas vs. E. Kentucky
Big 12 Conference
At Kansas City, Mo.
Semifinals
Monday, March 11
lowa St. 85, Oklahoma 68
Texas 71, Kansas St. 64
Championship
Tuesday, March 12
Texas vs. lowa St.
Big East Conference
At Uncasville, Conn.
Championship
Monday, March 11
UConn 78 Georgetown 42
ig Sky Conference
At Boise, Idaho
Quarterfinals
Sunday, March 10
E. Washington 71, Weber St. 58
N. Arizona 81, Sacramento St. 63
Monday, March 11
Montana St. 47, N. Colorado 44
Montana 73, Idaho 61
Semifinals
Tuesday, March 12
E. Washington vs. Montana St.
N. Arizona vs. Montana
Big West Conference
At Henderson, Nev.
First Round
Wednesday, March 13
UC Davis vs. Cal St.-Fullerton
UC Santa Barbara vs. Long Beach St.
Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 14
UC Riverside vs. UC Santa Barbara-Long
Beach St. winner
Cal Poly vs. UC Davis-Cal St.-Fullerton
winner

22. Syracuse
23. Creighton

Semifinals
Friday, March 15
Hawaii vs. TBD
UC Irvine vs. TB
Coastal Athletlc Conference
At Washington, D.C.
First Round
Wednesday, March 13
Hampton vs. Hofstra
Northeastern vs. UNC-Wilmington
Second Round
Thursday, March 14
Campbell vs. Elon
William & Mary vs. Hampton-Hofstra
winner
Drexel vs. Delaware
Towsonvs. Northeastern-UNC-Wilming-

ton winner
Conference USA Conference
At Huntsville, Ala.
First Round
Tuesday, March 12
UTEP vs. Sam Houston St.
Quarterfinals
Wednesday, March 13
Middle Tennessee vs. UTEP-Sam Hous-
ton St. winner
Liberty vs W. Kentucky
Thursday, March 14
Louisiana Tech vs. Jacksonville St.
FIU vs. New Mexico St.
Horizon League
At Higher-Seeded Schools
Semifinals
Monday, March 11
Cleveland St. 83, Wright St. 50
Green Bay 64. Fort Wayne 55
Championship
Tuesday, March 12
Cleveland St. vs Green Bay
Ivy League
At New York, N.Y.
Semifinals
Friday, March 15
Princeton vs. Penn
Columbia vs. Harvard
Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference
At Atlantic City, N.J.
First Round
Tuesday, March 12
Rider vs. lona
Quinnipiac vs. St. Peter’s
Mount St. Mary’s vs. Marist
Quarterfinals
Wednesday, March 13
Fairfield vs. Rider-lona winner
Niagara vs. Quinnipiac-St. Peter’s win-

ner
Thursday, March 14
Siena vs. Mount St. Mary’s-Marist win-
ner
Manhattan vs. Canisius
Mid-American Conference
At Cleveland, Ohio
First Round
Wednesday, March 13
Toledo vs. W. Michigan
Buffalo vs. Bowling Green
Ball St. vs. Ohio
Kent St. vs. N. lllinois
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
At Norfolk, Va.
First Round
Wednesday, March 13
Norfolk St. vs. SC state
Howard vs. Morgan St.
Thurs ay, March 14
Coppin St. vs. Md.-Eastern Shore
NC Central vs. Delaware St.
Missouri Valley Conference
At Moline, Ill.
First Round
Thursday, March 14
S. lllinois vs. Indiana St.
lllinois St. vs. Evansville
UIC vs. Valparaiso
Murray St. vs. Bradley
ountain West Conference
At Las Vegas, Nev.
Quarterfinals
Monday, March 11
UNLV 83, Fresno St. 35
Colorado St. 65, Nevada 54
San Diego St. 67 New Mexico 56
Boise St. 62, Wg/ommg 54
emifinals
Tuesday, March 12
UNLYV vs. Colorado St.
Boise St. vs. San Diego St.
Northeast Conference
At Higher-Seeded Schools
First Round
Monday, March 11
Merrimack 76, CCSU 51
Sacred Heart 78, St. Francis (Pa.) 48
Fairleigh Dickinson 71, LIU 59
Le Moyne 79, Stonehill 59
Semifinals
Thursday, March 14
Sacred Heart vs. Merrimack
Le Moyne vs. Fairleigh Dickinson
atriot League Conference
At Higher-Seeded Schools
Quarterfinals
Monday, March 11
Colgate 69, Navy 64
Boston U. 64, Army 62
Holy Cross 61, Bucknell 56
Loyola (Md.) 58, Lehigh 51
Semifinals
Thursday, March 14
Holy Cross vs. Boston U.
Colgate vs. Loyola (Md.)
outhland Conference
At Lake Charles, La.
First Round
Monday, March 11
Texas A&M-Commerce 65, Northwest-
ern St. 57
Nicholls 73, New Orleans 66
Quarterfinals
Tuesday, March 12
Incarnate Word vs. Texas A&M-Com-
merce
SE Louisiana vs. Nicholls
Semifinals
Wednesday, March 13
Lamar vs. Incarnate Word-Texas A&M-
Commerce winner
Texas A&M- Corpus Christi vs. SE Loui-
siana-Nicholls winne
Southwest Athletlc Conference
At Birmingham, Ala.
First Round
Wednesday, March 13
Grambling St. vs. Florida A&M
Jackson St vs. Prairie View
ursday, March 14
Southern U. vs. Alcorn St.
Ark.-Pine Bluff vs. Alabama A&M
Summit League Conference
At Sioux Falls, S.D.
Semifinals
Monday, March 11

S. Dakota St. 76, South Dakota 63
N. Dakota St. 75, Oral Roberts 66
Championship
Tuesday, March 12
S. Dakota St. vs. N. Dakota St.
Sun Belt Conference
At Pensacola, Fla.
Championship
Monday, March 11
Marshall 95 James Madison 92
st Coast Conference
At Las Vegas, Nev.
Semifinals
Monday, March 11
Gonzaga 72, Pacific 61
Portland 63, Santa Clara 61
Championship
Tuesday, March 12
Gonzaga vs. Portland
Western Athletlc Conference
At Las Vegas, Nev.
First Round
Wednesday, March 13
Texas-Arlington vs. S. Utah
Abilene Christian vs. Tarleton State
Quarter s
Thursday, March 14
Utah Tech vs. Texas-Arlington-S. Utah
winner
Stephen F. Austin vs. Abilene Christian-
Tarleton State winner

Men’s AP Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, and total
points based on 25 points for a first-place
vote through one point for a 25th-place
vote and previous ranking:

Record Pts Prv

1. Houston (52) 28-3 1540 1
2.UConn (6) 28-3 1471 2
3. Purdue (4 28-3 1453 3
4. North Carolina 25-6 1361 7
5. Tennessee 24-7 1291 4
6. Arizona 24-7 1125 5
7.lowa St. 24-7 1120 6
8. Creighton 23-8 1094 10
9. Kentucky 23-8 1018 15
10. Marquette 23-8 1011 8
11. Duke 24-7 976 9
12. Auburn 24-7 914 13
13. lllinois 23-8 802 12
14. Baylor 229 78 11
15. South Carolina 25-6 567 17
16. Kansas 22-9 558 14
17. Gonzaga 24-6 511 19
18. Utah St. 26-5 486 22
19. Alabama 21-10 432 16
20.BYU 22-9 381 20
21. Saint Mary’s 24-7 306 23
22. Washington St 23-8 239 18
23. Nevada 26-6 223 —
24. Dayton 24-6 155 25
25. Texas Tech 22-9 149 —

Others receiving votes: Boise St. 46,
SouthFlorida27,San Diego St. 21, Drake 16,
Texas 14, James Madison 14, FAU 11, Flor-
ida 8, Princeton 7, Nebraska 6, New Mexico
4, Colorado 2, McNeese St. 2, Colorado St.
1, Wake Forest 1, Indiana St 1.

Men’s USA Today Top 25

The USA Today Sports Top 25 men’s bas-
ketball poll, with first-place votes re-
ceived in parenthesis, team’s records, to-
tal points based on 25 for first place
through one point for 25th and ranking in
last week’s poll:

Record Pts Pvs

1. Houston (29) 28-3 772 1
2. Connecticut 28-3 732 2
3. Purdue (2) 28-3 728 3
4. North Carolina 25-6 671 7
5. Tennessee 24-7 653 4
6. Creighton 23-8 569 10
7. Arizona 24-7 566 5
8. lowa State 24-7 546 6
9. Kentucky 23-8 513 13
10. Marquette 23-8 487 9
11. Duke 24-7 481 8
12. Auburn 24-7 423 14
13. Baylor 22-9 387 11
14. lllinois 23-8 385 12
15. Gonzaga 24-6 274 18
16. South Carolina 25-6 273 16
17. Kansas 229 256 15
18. Utah State 26-5 249 22
19. Alabama 21-10 217 17

20. Saint Mary’s
21. Brigham Young

24-7 193 21
229 166 23

22.Nevada 26-6 109 27
23.Texas Tech 22-9 104 27
24. Dayton 24-6 103 26

25. Washington State 23-8 82 20

Dropped out: No. 19 San Diego State
(22-9); No. 24 South Florida (23-6); No. 25
Florida (21-10).

Others receiving votes: Boise State
(22-9) 30; San Diego State (22-9) 19; James
Madison (30-3) 19; Florida (21- 10) 17;
Drake (28-6) 15; South Florida (23-6) 11, Ne'
braska (22-9) 7; Florida Atlantic (24-7) 6;
Oklahoma (20-11) 6; Colorado (22-9) 3; In-
diana State (28-6) 1; Northwestern (21-10)
1; Princeton (24-3) 1.

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE
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GF GA

Inter Miami CF 2
CF Montréal 2
Columbus 2
New York 2
Toronto FC 2
D.C. United 1
Cincinnati 1
Charlotte FC 1
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0
0
0
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Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday’s games

CF Montréal at Chicago

Miami at D.C. United

Colorado at Seattle

New York at Columbus
Toronto FC at New York City FC
Philadelphia at Austin FC
Vancouver at FC Dallas
Portland at Houston .
San Jose at Sporting Kansas City
Los Angeles FC at Minnesota
Charlotte FC at Nashville

St Louis City at LA Galaxy

PRO HOCKEY

PWHL

GP W L OW OL Pts GF GA
Toronto 16 8 5 3 0 30 43 34
Montreal 17 7 4 3 3 30 41 40
Minnesota 16 6 4 3 3 27 35 32
Boston 15 4 6 3 2 20 33 38
Ottawa 16 5 6 0 5 20 41 45
NewYork 16 2 7 4 3 17 35 39

Wednesday’s game

Boston at Minnesota
Saturday’s games
New York at Minnesota
Ottawa at Boston
Sunday’s game
Toronto at Montreal

TENNIS

BNP Paribas Open

Monday
At Indian Wells Tennis Garden
Indian Wells, Calif.
Purse: $9,495,555
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Men's Singles
Round of 32

Holger Rune (7), Denmark, def. Lorenzo
Musetti (26), Italy, 6-2, 7-6 (5).

Gael Monfils, France, def. Cameron Nor-
rie (28), Britain, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (5), 6-3.

Tommy Paul (17), United States, def. Ugo
Humbert (14), France, 6-4, 6-4.

Casper Ruud (9), Norway, def. Arthur
Fils, France, 6-2, 6-4.

Taylor Fritz (12), United States, def. Se-
bastian Baez (19), Argentina, 6-2, 6-2.

Grigor Dimitrov (13), Bulgaria, def.
Adrian Mannarino (21), France, 6-3, 6-3.

LucaNardi, Italy, def. Novak Djokovic (1),
Serbia, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3.

Daniil Medvedev (4), Russia, def. Sebas-
tian Korda (29), United States, 6-4, 5-7, 6-3.
Women's Singles
Round of 32

Marta Kostyuk (31), Ukraine, def. Marke-
ta Vondrousova (7), Czech Republic, wal-
kover.

Coco Gauff (3), United States, def. Lucia
Bronzetti, Italy, 6-2, 7-6 (5).

Yuan Yue China, def. Caroline Dolehide,
United States, 1-6, 6-4,7-6 (2).

Aryna Sabalenka (2), Belarus, def.Emma
Raducanu, Britain, 6-3, 7-5.

Daria Kasatkina (11), Russia, def. Sloane
Stephens, United States, 2-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Elise Mertens (24), Belgium, def. Naomi
Osaka, Japan, 7-5, 6-4.

Diane Parry, France, def. Anna Blinkova,
Russia, 6-4, 6-3.

Maria Sakkari (9), Greece, def. Caroline
Garcia (20), France, 6-3, 6-4.

Emma Navarro (23), United States, def.
Elina Svitolina (16), Ukraine, 6-1, 4-6, 6-3.

Mosley, Magic agree
on contract extension

Jamahl Mosley made the Or-
lando Magic a contender. And the
Magic want to see what the coach
will do next.

Mosley and the playoff-con-
tending Magic — on pace for their
best season in 13 years — have
agreed on an extension that keeps
him under contract in Orlando
through the 2027-28 season, the
team announced Tuesday.

Mosley is in his third season
with Orlando. This year’s team,
with All-Star second-year for-
ward Paolo Banchero and rising
star Franz Wagner leading a
young core, began Tuesday atop
the Southeast Division with a 37-
28 record and solidly in position
for what would be Orlando’s first
playoff berth since 2020.

The 45-year-old Mosley was a
candidate for a number of jobs
over the years, with teams taking
notice of the work he did in 15
years as an assistant in Denver,
Cleveland and Dallas. He spent
the last seven of those assistant-
coaching seasons with the Maver-
icks, before Orlando hired him in
2021.

He inherited a team in a total
rebuilding mode, going 22-60 in
his first season. The Magic then
got Banchero with the No. 1 over-
all pick in 2022 and improved by
12 wins last year, going 34-48.

Yankees’ Judge expects
to be ready for opener

TAMPA, Fla.— New York Yan-
kees star Aaron Judge expects to
be ready for opening day on
March 28 after an MRI exam of
his abdomen.

Judge started feeling discom-
fort with his abdomen during his
swing’s follow-through about a
week ago and the 31-year-old has
not taken on-field batting practice
the past few days. He last played
Sunday, striking out in both at-
bats, and said he expects to re-
sume swinging a bat this week.

“We ran tests. Everything
comes back good,” Judge said
Tuesday, one day after the MRI.
“A little banged up. The most im-
portant thing is opening day, and
I’d rather take some days now and
be smart about it.”

Judge is “pretty sure” he will
ready for the opener at Houston.
He continues defensive drills and
running.

Judge missed 42 games last
season with a torn ligament in his
right big toe, an injury sustained
when he ran into Dodger Stadi-
um’s right-field fence on June 3,
He started his off-season hitting
program in November.

“I think just from swinging
from November all the way until
now every single day kind of get
some wear and tear on it,” Judge
said.

Associated Press
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NHL/NFL

NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Florida 65 44 17 4 92 217 153
Boston 67 38 14 15 91 223 184
Toronto 64 37 19 8 82 231 201
TampaBay 653425 6 74 224 219
Detroit 64 33 25 6 72 221 211
Buffalo 65 30 30 5 65 189 195
Montreal 64 24 30 10 58 180 229
Ottawa 62 25 33 4 54 200 220

Metropolitan Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

N.Y.Rangers 64 42 18 4 88 213 173
Carolina 64 39 19 6 84 216 177
Philadelphia 65 33 24 8 74 192 194
N.Y.Islanders 64 29 21 14 72 197 209
Washington 63 30 24 9 69 170 197
New Jersey 65 31 30 4 66 212 227
Pittsburgh 63 28 27 8 64 180 184
Columbus 64 22 32 10 54 192 232

Western Conference
Central Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Dallas 66 40 17 9 89 242 199
Winnipeg 64 41 18 5 87 196 153
Colorado 65 40 20 5 85 241 197
Nashville 66 37 25 4 78 211 201
St. Louis 65 33 29 3 69 184 200
Minnesota 65 31 27 7 69 204 215
Arizona 65 26 34 5 57 192 218
Chicago 65 17 43 5 39 138 233

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vancouver 66 42 17 7 91 234 178
Edmonton 63 39 21 3 81 222 180
Los Angeles 64 33 20 11 77 197 171
Vegas 64 34 23 7 75 207 191
Seattle 63 28 24 11 67 174 179
Calgary 64 31 28 5 67 200 206
Anaheim 64 23 38 3 49 167 229
San Jose 63 16 40 7 39 139 250

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Monday’s games

N.Y. Rangers 3, New Jersey 1

St. Louis 5, Boston 1

Winnipeg 3, Washington 0

Los Angeles 3, N.Y. Islanders 0
Tuesday’s games

Columbus at Montreal
Detroit at Buffalo
N.Y. Rangers at Carolina
Pittsburgh at Ottawa
San Jose at Philadelphia
Arizona at Minnesota
Florida at Dallas
Anaheim at Chicago
Colorado at Calgary
Vegas at Seattle
Wednesday’s games

Los Angeles at St. Louis
Nashville at Winnipeg
Washington at Edmonton
Colorado at Vancouver

NHL ROUNDUP

First-place Rangers top Devils again

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Mika Zibanejad
and Erik Gustafsson scored in the
second period as the New York
Rangersbeat the New Jersey Dev-
ils 3-1 on Monday night.

Vincent Trocheck also scored
and Jonathan Quick made 20
saves as the first-place Rangers
won their second straight after
losing three of four. New York is
14-3-2 in its last 19 games and beat
New Jersey for the third straight
time this season after the Devils
won their first-round series in sev-
en games last spring.

“They came out hard. I thought
we generated good chances and
held them pretty much in check in
the second, and I thought Quickie
was excellent,” Rangers coach
Peter Laviolette said.

Devils defenseman Simon Ne-
mec spoiled Quick’s shutout bid
with 2:34 remaining. Kaapo Kah-
konen finished with 23 saves in his
New Jersey debut after he was ac-
quired from San Jose last Friday.

The Devils lost for the eighth
time in 11 games and for the third
time in four games under interim
coach Travis Green, who replaced
Lindy Ruff on March 4.

“We didn’t convert on some
really good chances,” Green said.
“It was a tough loss against a good
team.”

Quick improved to 14-S-2 this
season with his 389th career victo-
ry. The 38-year-old tied Dominik
Hasek for 15th in league history
and moved within two wins of
Ryan Miller for the most triumphs
among American-born goalies.

Jets 3, Capitals 0: Connor Hel-
lebuyck stopped 23 shots for his
fourth shutout of the season as
host Winnipeg beat Washington.

Hellebuyck improved to 30-

SeTH WENIG/AP

New York Rangers goaltender Jonathan Quick defends the net during the third period against the New
Jersey Devils on Monday in New York. Quick made 20 saves in the Rangers’ 3-1 victory.

14-3, becoming the fourth goalie
this season to reach the 30-win
mark. He accomplished the feat
for the fifth time in his career. It
was Hellebuyck’s 36th career shu-
tout.

Neal Pionk, Alex Iafallo and
Kyle Connor scored for the Jets,
who were coming off a 5-0 shutout
loss to Vancouver on Saturday
that Winnipeg coach Rick Bow-
ness described as the worst game
“by far” the team had played in his
two-year tenure. The Jets have
won eight of their last 11.

Kings 3, Islanders 0: David Rit-
tich stopped 26 shots for his sixth
career shutout, Adrian Kempe

reached the 20-goal mark for the
third straight season and host Los
Angeles snapped New York’s six-
game winning streak.

It was the Kings’ fifth shutout
this season and the second for Rit-
tich. The Czech-born goalie made
26 saves in a 4-0 victory over Ed-
monton on Feb. 10, which was Jim
Hiller’s first game as interim
coach.

Trevor Moore had a goal and an
assist and Phillip Danault also
scored for the Kings, who went 3-
1-1 during their five-game homes-
tand. Los Angeles is third in the
Pacific Division with 77 points.

Blues 5, Bruins 1: Kasperi Ka-

panen and Robert Thomas each
scored in the first period, Joel
Hofer stopped 36 shots and visit-
ing St. Louis beat Boston.
Entering the night eight points
out of a wild-card spot and tied for
10th in the Western Conference
with two other teams, the Blues
snapped a three-game losing
streak and completed a five-game
road trip (2-3) with a solid win.
Kevin Hayes, Brandon Saad
and Alexey Toropchenko also
scored for St. Louis, which totaled
just three goals during its losing
streak. It was the Blues’ highest
goal total since a 6-3 victory over
Edmonton at home on Feb. 1S.

Cousins, Barkley deals mark busy 1st day of free agency

By Ros MAADDI
Associated Press

Kirk Cousinsisheadingtothe Fal-
cons. Saquon Barkley is joining the
Eagles. Brian Burns is going to the
Giants.

The first day of the NFL’s legal
tampering period was a free-for-all
frenzy with teams making one big
move after another, highlighted by
Cousins’ decision to leave Minneso-
ta for Atlanta.

The four-time Pro Bowl quarter-
back and the Falcons agreed on a
$180 million, four-year deal with
$100 million guaranteed and a $50
millionsigningbonus,accordingtoa
person with knowledge of the terms
who spoke to The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity because
the deal can’t be signed untilthe new
league year begins on Wednesday.

Barkleybolted New York for NFC

Cousins

Barkley

Eastrival Philadelphia, agreeing on
a three-year, $37.75 million deal
with $26 million guaranteed, a per-
son familiar with the contract told
the AP.

Hours after losing Barkley, the
Giants made a splash on the defen-
sive side. They’re sending a 2024
second-round pick and a 2025 fifth-
rounder to Carolina for Burns, who
is getting a five-year contract worth
up to $150 million with $87.5 million
in guarantees, according to a person
with knowledge of the terms.

Barkley, a two-time Pro Bowl
running back, joins an all-star offen-
sive cast in Philly and replaces
D’Andre Swift, whoisheading tothe
Chicago Bears.

It was a busy day for running
backs, who have been undervalued
by NFLteams in recent years.

Josh Jacobs, a 2022 All-Pro, is
leaving Las Vegas for Green Bay.
Tony Pollard is going from Dallas to
Tennessee, Austin Ekeler from the
Los Angeles Chargers to Washing-
ton, Devin Singletary from Houston
to the Giants, Gus Edwards from
Baltimore to the Chargers, Antonio
Gibson from the Commanders to
New England and Zack Moss from
Indianapolis to Cincinnati.

Like the Giants, the Raidersmade
amajor splash on defense after los-
ing their starting running back. Las
Vegas and defensive tackle Chris-

tian Wilkins agreed to a four-year,
$110 contract with $84.75 million
guaranteed, agent David Mulughe-
ta said.

The Raiders are also bringing in
quarterback Gardner Minshew,
who went 7-6 filling in for Anthony
Richardson in Indianapolis last sea-
son.

Detroit is getting edge rusher
Marcus Davenport and acquiring
cornerback Carlton Davis from
TampaBayinatrade. The Lions are
alsore-signing guard Graham Glas-
gOoW.

The Vikings are adding edge
rushersJonathan Greenard and An-
drew Van Ginkel and inside line-
backer Blake Cashman.

In addition to Pollard, the Titans
are getting cornerback Chidobe
Awuzie and center Lloyd Cushen-

berry.

The Packers bolstered their de-
fense by agreeing on a deal with
safety Xavier McKinney. Green
Bay released Aaron Jones to make
way for Jacobs.

Jacksonville, which is acquiring
quarterback Mac Jones to back up
Trevor Lawrence,isaddingwidere-
ceiver Gabe Davis, safety Darnell
Savage, kick returner Devin Duver-
nay and cornerback Ronald Darby.

The Commanders, who have the
most salary cap space in the league,
raided division rival Dallas for de-
fensive end Dorance Armstrong
and center Tyler Biadasz. Washing-
ton is also bringing in linebacker
Frankie Luvu and kicker Brandon
McManus.

The Texans are snatching punter
Tommy Townsend, a 2022 All-Pro,
away from two-time defending Su-
per Bowl champion Kansas City.
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MLB/TENNIS

SPRING TRAINING ROUNDUP

Yanks’ Cole to get
MRI; Red Sox lose

Giolito indefinitely

Associated Press

The pitching staffs of longtime ri-
vals New York and Boston are hurt-
ing as the regular season approach-
es.
Yankees ace Gerrit Cole will have
an MRI of hisright elbow afterexpe-
riencing issues recovering follow-
ing spring training starts while Red
Sox right-hander Lucas Giolito was
set for surgery Tuesday and will be
out indefinitely.

Both Cole and Giolito have been
durable in their careers.

Cole, the 2023 AL Cy Young
Award winner, has made at least 30
starts in each of the last six full reg-
ular seasons. The 29-year-old Gioli-
to, who agreed to a $38.5 million,
two-year deal with the Red Sox dur-
ing the offseason, has pitched at
least160 innings in five of the last six
seasons.

The Yankees had been bringing
the 33-year-old Cole along slowly
this spring, having him throw fewer
pitches during his outings than the
restof the rotation. Still, Cole report-
ed feeling a higher level of fatigue
than usual between starts.

“He described it as his recovery,
leading into his next start, has been
more akin to whathe feelsin the sea-
son when he’s making 100 pitches,”
Yankees manager Aaron Boone
said Monday. “He usually doesn’t
have the recovery issues he’s hav-
ing. It’s been more of a challenge,
more taxing. Sowe’re going togetan
MRI to see what we’re dealing with
here.”

Giolito reported discomfort in his
elbow after getting tagged during a
spring training appearance on
March 1. He traveled to Alabama
last week to get a second opinion
from Dr. Jeffrey R. Dugas before
opting for surgery, the extent of

‘ S ‘-'r.

which is still uncertain.

Seoul series set

It will be Tyler Glasnow against
Yu Darvish when the Los Angeles
Dodgers and the San Diego Padres
meet in the Seoul Series opener in
South Korea later this month.

Glasnow, acquired by the Dodg-
ers in the offseason and signed to a
$136.5 million, five-year contract,
will make the second opening day
start of his career when the series
begins on March 20. The 6-foot-8
right-hander went 10-7 with a 3.53
ERA last season while pitching for
Tampa Bay.

Darvish will make the fourth
opening day start of his career. The
37-year-old right-hander struggled
attimeslastseason,going 8-10witha
456 ERA — the second-highest
ERA of his 11-year career — before
being shut down in August due to
concerns about his right elbow.

Braves prospect optioned

The Atlanta Braves optioned top
prospect AJ Smith-Shawver to Tri-
ple-A Gwinnett on Monday, moving
closer to settling on their pitching
staff for opening day.

The move slows — for now any-
way — the 21-year-old’s rapid rise
through Atlanta’s system. Smith-
Shawver began last season at Class
A Rome before finishing on the big
league roster for the NL Division Se-
ries.

In three starts during the exhibi-
tion season, he showed glimpses of
his massive potential, recording 11
strikeouts in 7% innings. He also
gave up 12 hits, seven earned runs
and two homers. The decision leav-
es Bryce Elder and Reynaldo Lépez
as the top candidates for the final
spot in Atlanta’s starting rotation.

CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP

Yankees starter Gerrit Cole, left, has been one of the most durable
pitchers in the majors. The reigning AL Cy Young Award winner has
made at least 30 starts in each of the last six full regular seasons.

MaRrk J. TERRILL/AP

Luca Nardi, of Haly, returns a shot against Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, at the BNP Paribas Open tennis
tournament Monday in Indian Wells, Calif. No. 123 Nardi had a huge upset win over the top-ranked Djokovic.

Nardi stuns boyhood idol
Djokovic in upset victory

Associated Press

INDIAN WELLS, Calif. — Luca
Nardi used a combination of poise
and power to stun his boyhood
idol and top-seeded Novak Djo-
kovic with a 6-4, 3-6, 6-3 win Mon-
day night in the third round of the
BNP Paribas Open.

Nardi, who’s ranked No. 123,
closed out his huge upset over the
No. 1 player in the rankings with
an ace. The 20-year-old from Italy
dropped his racket and brought
his hands to his face almost in dis-
belief before greeting Djokovic at
the net.

“This is a miracle,” Nardi said
in an interview after the match on
the Tennis Channel. “I'm a 20-
years-old guy, 100 in the world,
and beating Novak. So, crazy.
Crazy.”

Setting the tone early with his
hard-hitting shots, Nardi frustrat-
ed Djokovic all evening. There
was a moment when Nardi was
surprised by an “in” call and ca-
sually hit the ball back over the
net. It resulted in a winner and
led to Djokovic complaining to the
official about a potential hin-
drance.

To think, Nardi was nearly on
his way home. He got into the
field as a “lucky loser,” which is a
player who stumbled on the final
hurdle in qualifying but made it
into the main draw as a replace-
ment for an injured player who
pulled out before the first round.

In Nardi’s case, he stepped in for
No. 30 Tomas Martin Etcheverry
and received a bye through the
opening round.

He went on to become the low-
est-ranked player to beat Djokov-
ic in a Grand Slam or ATP Mas-
ters 1000 level event, surpassing
No. 122 Kevin Anderson in 2008
in Miami.

Using a combination of aggres-
siveness and finesse, Nardi had
Djokovic, the 24-time Grand Slam
singles champion from Serbia he
grew up watching, smiling and
shaking his head at times in a
mixture of surprise and shock.

Nardi was far from intimidated,
either, answering Djokovic’s
well-placed shots with well-
placed returns of his own.

“Before this night, no one knew
me,” said Nardi, who will face
American Tommy Paul in the
round of 16. “I hope now the
crowd enjoyed the game. I'm su-
per happy with this one.”

Djokovic certainly didn’t know
that much about Nardi, only what
he gleaned watching him play. He
knew Nardi had a strong baseline
game, especially with the fore-
hand, and moved well.

“He got in as a ‘lucky loser’ to
(the) main draw, so he really
didn’t have anything to lose. So he
played great,” Djokovic said.
“Deserved to win. I was more sur-
prised with my level. My level
was really, really bad.”

No. 4 Daniil Medvedev’s was
just good enough, as he edged No.
29 Sebastian Korda 6-4, S-7, 6-3
and will face No. 13 Grigor Dimi-
trov.

Earlier in the day, Coco Gauff
gave herself an early birthday
present by beating Lucia Bronzet-
ti 6-2, 7-6 (S5) in the third round.
Gauff, who turns 20 on Wednes-
day, struggled early but found a
way to hold her serve by saving 10
of 11 break points. She closed out
the match with a serve into the
body that Bronzetti couldn’t re-
turn. It extended Gauff’s winning
streak in the United States to 18
matches, a run that includes win-
ning the title at last year’s U.S.
Open.

Bronzetti had a chance to force
a third set when she took a S-4
lead in the tiebreaker. Gauff won
the next three points.

These days, Gauff is finding
ways to win when she doesn’t nec-
essarily have all her shots tuned
in.

“The mentality is the reason
why I’'m playing and the reason
why I'm being successful,” said
Gauff, who won a doubles match
with partner Jessica Pegula later
Monday.

Gauff will face Elise Mertens in
the round of 16. Mertens held off
Naomi Osaka 7-5, 6-4. Osaka
played in the fifth tournament of
her return after her maternity
leave in 2023.
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NBA/COLLEGE BASKETBALL

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division
w L Pct GB

Boston 50 14 .781

New York 37 27 578 13
Philadelphia 36 28 .563 14
Brooklyn 26 39 .400 24%
Toronto 23 42 354 272

Southeast Division
W L Pct GB

Orlando 37 28 .569 —
Miami 35 29 .547 12
Atlanta 29 35 453 7%
Charlotte 16 49 .246 21
Washington 11 53 .172 25'%

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Milwaukee 42 23 .646 -
Cleveland 41 24 .631 1
Indiana 36 29 .554 6
Chicago 31 34 .477 11
Detroit 11 53 172 30%

Western Conference
Southwest Division
w L Pct GB

New Orleans 39 25 .609 -
Dallas 37 28 .569 22
Houston 29 35 .453 10
Memphis 22 43 338 17%
San Antonio 14 51 215 25%

Northwest Division
w L Pct GB

Oklahoma City 45 19 .703 -
Denver 45 20 .692 V2
Minnesota 44 21 .677 1%
Utah 28 36 .438 17
Portland 18 46 .281 27

Pacific Division
w L Pct GB

L.A. Clippers 41 22 651 —
Phoenix 38 27 .585 4
Sacramento 36 27 571 5
L.A. Lakers 36 30 .545 6%
Golden State 34 30.531 7%

Monday’s games

Detroit 114, Charlotte 97

Phoenix 117, Cleveland 111

Dallas 127, Chicago 92

Golden State 112, San Antonio 102
Denver 125, Toronto 119

Boston 121, Portland 99

Tuesday’s games

Philadelphia at New York
Indiana at Oklahoma City
Washington at Memphis
Houston at San Antonio
Boston at Utah
Milwaukee at Sacramento
Minnesota at L.A. Clippers

Wednesday’s games

Brooklyn at Orlando
Toronto at Detroit
Chicago at Indiana
Denver at Miami
Charlotte at Memphis
Cleveland at New Orleans
Golden State at Dallas
Atlanta at Portland

L.A. Lakers at Sacramento

NBA ROUNDUP

Doncic, Mavericks dominate Bulls

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Luka Doncic
came through with yet another tri-
ple-double. About the only thing he
didn’t do was keep his record
streak going.

Doncic had 27 points, recording
another triple-double but doing so
without scoring 30 forthe first time
inseven games,and the Dallas Ma-
vericks rolled over the Chicago
Bulls 127-92 on Monday night.

Doncic finished with 14 assists
and 12 rebounds, but exited the
blowout midway through the
fourth quarter to end hisNBA-rec-
ord streak of 30-point triple-dou-
bles at six.

“It’s about winning to him,”
coach Jason Kidd said. “Numbers,
I don’t know if they really mean
anything to him today. But when
he doesretire, he’lllook back to see
the game that he was playing was
at a different level than anybody
else.”

Former Bulls center Daniel Gaf-
ford made all nine field goals, ex-
tending his run of consecutive
made shotsto 28 —seven shy of the
NBA record. Wilt Chamberlain
made 35S in a row for the Philadel-
phia 76ers from Feb. 17 to Feb. 28,
1967.

“My philosophy for sure is just
being consistent, having a mindset
ofjust goingto finish everythingno
matterifthere’s somebody in front
of you or if there isn’t somebody in
front of you,” Gafford said. “At the
end of the day, either dunking it or
putting it in the rim.”

Doncicsetthetone as Dallas out-
scored Chicago by 28 in the first
quarter. The Mavericks gave up a
season low in points while handing
the Bulls their most lopsided loss.

Suns 117, Cavaliers 111: Kevin
Durant scored 37 points and Devin
Booker had 27 in his return from a
right ankle sprain, rallying visiting
Phoenix over injury-depleted Cle-
veland.

ERIN HooLEY/AP

Chicago Bulls center Andre Drummond, right, guards against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the
first half Monday in Chicago. Doncic scored 27 points for another triple-double in the Mavs’ 127-92 win.

Durant also had eight rebounds
and six assists for the Suns, who
are one game ahead of Sacramento
for sixth place in the Western Con-
ference. Booker had missed four
games with his injury, but played
38 strong minutes and had seven
assists and six boards.

Phoenix trailed 63-44 midway
through the second quarter, but
answered with a 43-1S run that
ended deepinthethird. Bookerlat-
er put the Suns ahead for good at
106-104 by scoring in transition
with seven minutes remaining.

Warriors 112, Spurs 102: Jo-
nathan Kuminga scored 21 points,
Klay Thompson added 20 and vis-
iting Golden State overcame a
sluggish start to beat San Antonio.

San Antonio rookie Victor Wem-
banyama had 27 points and 14 re-
bounds in his return from a one-

game absence after spraining his
right ankle in the first half of Tues-
day’s loss in Houston. Spurs coach
Gregg Popovich said he is unsure
if Wembanyama will play against
Houston on Tuesday.

Devin Vassell added 17 points
and Keldon Johnson had 16 points
for the Spurs.

Nuggets 125, Raptors 119: Ja-
mal Murray scored 12 of his 26
points in the fourth quarter, and
visiting Denver rallied from 21
points down in the third quarter to
beat depleted Toronto.

Murray added 12 assists to go
along with Nikola Jokic’s 21st tri-
ple-double of the season. Jokic fin-
ished with 3S points, 17 rebounds
and 12 assists to help Denver im-
prove to 9-1 since the All-Star
break.

Celtics 121, Trail Blazers 99:

Jaylen Brown scored 27 points,
Jayson Tatum added 26 and visit-
ing Boston beat Portland despite
the absence of two key starters.

Jrue Holiday and Kristaps Porz-
ingis were sidelined with injuries
for the Eastern Conference-lead-
ing Celtics, who have already
clinched a playoff spot with 18
games remaining in the season.

Pistons 114, Hornets 97: Cade
Cunningham scored 12 of his 22
points in the first quarter to help
host Detroit build a double-digit
lead and he finished with eight as-
sists in a win over Charlotte.

Cunningham reached 1,200
points and 400 assists in his S4th
game, getting those totals in a sea-
son quicker than any player in
franchise history, one game faster
than Hall of Famer Isiah Thomas
did during the 1984-85 season.

CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Samiord holds off E. Tennessee State for Southern title

Associated Press

ASHEVILLE, N.C. — Achor
Achor had 25 points and nine re-
bounds, Jermaine Marshall
scored 23 and top-seeded Samford
held off seventh-seeded East Ten-
nessee State 76-69 to win the
Southern Conference Tourna-
ment championship Monday
night and earn an automatic berth
in the NCAA Tournament.

Bulldogs coach Bucky McMil-
lan, who had never coached above
the high school level, has Samford
dancing four years after taking
over the 32lst-ranked program.

Samford is making its first trip to
the Big Dance since 2000 and just
its third overall.

The Bulldogs (29-5) extended
the school record for victories by
beating the Buccaneers (19-16),
who were playing in the title game
for the 13th time. ETSU was trying
to advance to the NCAA tourney
for a ninth time by winning four
games in four days.

Achor had a three-point play
and a dunk as Samford jumped out
to an 11-2 lead. The Bucs missed 4
of S shots and turned the ball over
three times in falling behind.

There were seven lead changes
and seven ties by halftime. Achor
had 17 points, Marshall scored 11
and the Bulldogs clung to a 40-38
advantage. ETSU was whistled for
16 fouls, Samford had 12 and that
led to 38 free throws in the first 20
minutes. The Bulldogs sank 13 of
21, while the Buccaneers made 11
of 17. Just five Samford players
scored while ETSU had nine —led
by Ebby Asamoah’s nine points.

Sun Belt

PENSACOLA, Fla. — Xavier
Brown scored a career-high 21

points to go with 10 rebounds and
No. 2 seed James Madison eased
by No. 4 seed Arkansas State 91-71
on Monday night to claim the Sun
Belt Conference Tournament
championship and earn its first
NCAA Tournament bid since
2013.

The Dukes (31-3), who outlasted
Texas State in the semifinals to
notch the first 30-win season in
program history, extended their
winning streak to13 games. James
Madison began the season on a 14-
game winning streak, starting
with an overtime victory over

then-No. 4 Michigan State.

The Red Wolves (18-16), in their
first Sun Belt championship game
appearance since 2007, were
seeking their first NCAA Tourna-
ment berth since 1999.

Brown, averaging 6.1 points per
game, scored 19 points in the
opening 14 minutes, including 13
straight Dukes points, to help
build a 30-23 lead. He made his
first seven shots before missing a
3-pointer with 5:22 left. Brown fin-
ished the half with 21, topping his
previous best scoring total of 17
against Hampton on Dec. 16.
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Big week ahead
for bubble teams

By DAVE SKRETTA
Associated Press

There were plenty of teams sit-
ting on the NCAA Tournament
bubble that saw Drake beat Indi-
ana State for the Missouri Valley ti-
tle on Sunday and did not know
whether that was a good thing.

Had the Sycamores done enough
to earn at at-large bid? Would the
Bulldogs have done enough if they
lost?

As more conference tourna-
ments get going this week, the fo-
cus will be just as much on those
teams trying to play their way into
the field of 68 asthose ranked in the
Top 2S5. And each day that passes,
teams precariously on the bubble
will be watching results around the
nation and trying to decipher
where exactly they stack up.

“The guys have been watching
all these conference tourna-
ments,” Kansas State coach Je-
rome Tang said, “and you see
teams — Who was it? East Tennes-
see State was down 20 and came
back and sent it to overtime and
ended up winning? And you see the
guys from Chattanooga, you know?
They’re crying, right? The season’s
over. The finality of it.”

For the Wildcats (18-13), who
have three wins over top-10 teams
after beating Iowa State on Satur-
day, that could mean winning at
leastacouple of games asthe No.10
seed. They open the Big 12 tourney
against Texas on Wednesday.

Also on the bubble out of the Big
12 is Oklahoma (20-11), which will
play TCU earlier Wednesday in a
second-round game.

“That’s what makes the Big12 so
great,” Tang said. “Every game is
like an (NCAA) Tournament game,
and I think every team right now —
doesn’t matter who you are — is
playing like it’s your last game, be-
causeitjustmeanssomuchtoyou.”

ACC:Thereareaslewofteamsin
the ACCthatareinthe samebucket
— Pittsburgh, Wake Forest, Clem-
son and Syracuse — in that they
should feel good about their NCAA
chances but would feel a whole lot
better with a win or two in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Virginia Tech is the team that is
in desperation mode. The Hokies
(18-13) play Florida State in a sec-
ond-round game Wednesday and
probably need to make a run to the
championship game to have any
chance of stealing an at-large
berth.

Big East: There are few hotter
teams in the nation than St. John’s,
that bunch that coach Rick Pitino
bemoaned not too long ago. The
Red Storm (19-12) have won five
straight to climb onto the NCAA
bubble heading into a brutally
tough Big East tourney as the No. S

CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP

Kansas State’s David N'Guessan
celebrates in Saturday’s win over
lowa State. The Wildcats face
Texas in the Big 12 tournament.

seed, which means a second-round
game against fourth-seeded Seton
Hall — another bubble team — on
Thursday.

Along with St. John’s and Seton
Hall (20-11), No. 7 seed Providence
(19-12) will be trying to work its
way into the field this week.

Big Ten: Purdue and Illinois
know they’re going to the dance.
Everyone else? Starting with third-
seeded Nebraska, there are eight
teams with at least 18 wins, and
each of them can earn an NCAA
berth this week.

Northwestern and Michigan
State, along with the Huskers,
should feel good about their chanc-
es already. But their hopes could
getalittlediceyifconferencerivals
such as Indiana, Iowa, Ohio State
and Minnesota can string together
some wins.

Pac-12: Utah (18-13) put its at-
large NCAA hopes in peril with a
pair of losses last week, dropping
the Utestothe No. 6seed and afirst-
round game against Arizona State
inthe final Pac-12 Tournament asit
has been known. One more slip-up
could be all Oregon (20-11) or Col-
orado (22-9) need to feel much
more comfortable about its own
NCAA aspirations.

SEC: While the Big 12 has right-
fully earned a reputation as the na-
tion’s toughest league, the SEC has
notbeen farbehind thisseason,and
thatcouldbereflectedinthe NCAA
tourney. Tennessee, Kentucky,
Auburn, Alabama, South Carolina
and Florida are locks heading to
Nashville, while Mississippi State
(19-12), Ole Miss (20-11) and Texas
A&M (18-13) could give the league
up tonine bids.

Other teams that could merit at-
large bids if they fail to win their
league tourneys include McNeese
State (28-3) out of the Southland;
Princeton (24-3) from the Ivy
League; and Grand Canyon from
the WAC.

James Madison (31-3) did all the
bubble teams a favor by winning
the Sun Belt title Monday night.

Conference tournaments

America East Conference
Semifinals
Tuesday, March 12

Vermont vs. New Hampshire
Mass.-Lowell vs. Bryant

American Athletic Conference
At Fort Worth, Texas
First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Wichita St. vs. Rice
Temple vs. UTSA

Second Round
Thursday, March 14

East Carolina vs. Tulsa

Memphis vs. Wichita St.-Rice winner
North Texas vs. Tulane

SMU vs. Temple-UTSA winner

Atlantic 10 Conference
At Brooklyn, N.Y.
First Round
Tuesday, March 12

Fordham vs. Davidson
La Salle vs. George Washington
Rhode Island vs. Saint Louis

Second Round
Wednesday, March 13

George Mason vs. Saint Joseph’s

VCU vs. Fordham-Davidson winner

St. Bonaventure vs. La Salle-George
Washington winner

Duquesne vs. Rhode Island-Saint Louis
winner

Atlantic Coast Conference
At Washington, D.C.
First Round
Tuesday, March 12

Notre Dame vs. Georgia Tech
NC State vs. Louisville
Boston College vs. Miami

Second Round
Wednesday, March 13

Virginia Tech vs. Florida St.

Wake Forest vs. Notre Dame-Georgia
Tech winner

Syracuse vs. NC State-Louisville winner

Clemson vs. Boston College-Miami win-
ner

Big 12 Conference
At Kansas City, Mo.
First Round
Tuesday, March 12

UCF vs. Oklahoma St.
Cincinnati vs. West Virginia

Second Round
Wednesday, March 13

BYU vs. UCF-Oklahoma St. winner

TCU vs. Oklahoma

Texas vs. Kansas St.

Kansas vs. Cincinnati-W.Virginia winner

Big East Conference
At New York
First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Butler vs. Xavier
Providence vs. Georgetown
Villanova vs. DePaul

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 14

UConn vs. Butler-Xavier winner

Seton Hall vs. St. John’s

Creighton vs. Providence-Georgetown
winner

Marquette vs. Villanova-DePaul winner

Big Sky Conference
At Boise, Idaho
Quarterfinals
Sunday, March 10

Idaho St. 83, N. Colorado 76
Sacramento St. 74, E. Washington 69

Monday, March 11

Montana St. 91, Weber St. 82
Montana 87, Portland St. 81

Semifinals
Tuesday, March 12

Montana St. vs. Sacramento St.
Montana vs. Idaho St.

Big Ten Conference
At Minneapolis, Minn.
First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Maryland vs. Rutgers
Penn St. vs. Michigan

Second Round
Thursday, March 14

Michigan St. vs. Minnesota

Wisconsin vs. Maryland-Rutgers winner
lowa vs. Ohio St.

Indiana vs. Penn St.-Michigan winner

Big West Conference
At Henderson, Nev.
First Round
Wednesday, March 13

UC Riverside vs. CS Bakersfield
UC Santa Barbara vs. CS Northridge
Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 14

Hawaii vs. UCSB-CS Northridge winner
Long Beach St. vs. UC Riverside-CS Ba-
kersfield winner
Coastal Athletic Conference
At Washington, D.C.
Semifinals
Monday, March 11
Coll. of Charleston 61, Towson 56
Stony Brook 63, Hofstra 59
Championship
Tuesday, March 12

Coll. of Charleston vs. Stony Brook
Conference USA

KatHy Kmonicex/AP

Samford’s Achor Achor, center, and teammates celebrate after their
win over East Tennessee State in the Southern Conference final.

At Huntsville, Ala.
First Round
Tuesday, March 12

Jacksonville St. vs. FIU

Quarterfinals
Wednesday, March 13

Sam Houston St. vs. Jacksonville St.-FIU
winner
Louisiana Tech vs. Middle Tennessee

Thursday, March 14

Liberty vs. UTEP
W. Kentucky vs. New Mexico St.

Horizon League
At Higher-Seeded Schools
Semifinals
Monday, March 11

Oakland 74, Cleveland St. 71
Milwaukee 82, N. Kentucky 75

Championship
Tuesday, March 12

Oakland vs. Milwaukee

Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference
At Atlantic City, N.J.
First Round
Tuesday, March 12

Mount St. Mary’s vs. Canisius
lona vs. Manhattan
Niagara vs. Siena

Quarterfinals
Wednesday, March 13

Quinnipiac vs. Mount St. Mary’s-Canisi-
us winner
Fairfield vs. lona-Manhattan winner

Thursday, March 14

Marist vs. Niagara-Siena-winner
Rider vs. St. Peter’s

Mid-American Conference
At Cleveland
First Round
Thursday, March 14

Toledo vs. Kent St. .

Cent. Michigan vs. Bowling Green
Akron vs. Miami (Ohio)

Ohio vs. W. Michigan

Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
At Norfolk, Va.
First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Norfolk St. vs. Coppin St.
NC Central vs. Md.-Eastern Shore

Thursday, March 14

Howard vs. Morgan St.
SC State vs. Delaware St.

Mountain West Conference
At Las Vegas, Nev.
First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Wyoming vs. Fresno St.
Colorado St. vs. San Jose St.
New Mexico vs. Air Force

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 14

Utah St. vs. Wyoming-Fresno St. winner

UNLV vs. San Diego St.

Nevada vs. Colorado St.-San Jose St.
winner

Boise St. vs. New Mexico-Air Force win-
ner

Northeast Conference
Championship
Tuesday, March 12

Merrimack vs. Wagner

Pac-12 Conference
At Las Vegas,
First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Washington vs. Southern Cal
UCLA vs. Oregon St.
California vs. Stanford

Utah vs. Arizona St.

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 14

Arizona vs. Washington-Southern Cal
winner .
Oregon vs. UCLA-Oregon St. winner

Washington St. vs. California-Stanford
winner
Colorado vs. Utah-Arizona St. winner

Patriot League
Championship
Wednesday, March 13

Colgate vs. Lehigh

Southeastern Conference
At Nashville, Tenn.
First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Arkansas vs. Vanderbilt
Georgia vs. Missouri

Second Round
Thursday, March 14

LSU vs. Mississippi St.

South Carolina vs. Arkansas-Vanderbilt
winner

Texas A&M vs. Mississippi

Florida vs. Georgia-Missouri winner

Southern Conference
At Asheville, N.C.
Championship
Monday, March 11

Samford 76, ETSU 69

Southland Conference
At Lake Charles, La.
First Round
Sunday, March 10

New Orleans 78, SE Louisiana 66
Texas A&M Commerce 69, Northwest-
ern St. 64

Quarterfinals
Monday, March 11

Lamar 71, New Orleans 57
Nicholls 72, Texas A&M-Commerce 51

Semifinals
Tuesday, March 12

McNeese St. vs. Lamar
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi vs. Nicholls

Southwest Athletic Conference
At Birmingham, Ala.
First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Alcorn St. vs. Alabama A&M
Grambling St. vs. Alabama St.

Thursday, March 14

Texas Southern vs. Jackson St.
Southern U. vs. Bethune-Cookman

Summit League Conference
At Sioux Falls, S.D.
Semifinals
Monday, March 11

S. Dakota St. 59, St. Thomas 49
Denver 66, Omaha 63

Championship
Tuesday, March 12

S. Dakota St. vs. Denver

Sun Belt Conference
At Pensacola, Fla.
Championship
Monday, March 11

James Madison 91, Arkansas St. 71

West Coast Conference
AtLas Vegas
Semifinals
Monday, March 11

Saint Mary's (Cal.) 79, Santa Clara 65
Gonzaga 89, San Francisco 77

Championship
Tuesday, March 12

Saint Mary's (Cal.) vs. Gonzaga

Western Athletic Conference
At Las Vegas
First Round
Wednesday, March 13

Utah Valley St. vs. Cal Baptist
Stephen F. Austin vs. Abilene Christian

Quarterfinals
Thursday, March 14

Seattle vs. Utah Valley St.-Cal Baptist
winner

Texas-Arlington vs. Stephen F. Austin-
Abilene Christian winner
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COMMENTARY

After brawl, LSU’s Mulkey goes even lower

Coach shows lack of class with comments

By PAuL NEWBERRY
Associated Press
ust when you think Kim
Mulkey can’t go any lower,
the LSU coach manages to
defy expectations.

After an ugly brawl broke out in
the closing minutes of the South-
eastern Conference Tournament
championship game, Mulkey’s
lack of class and character re-
vealed itself again as soon as she
spoke up.

Instead of taking the high road
— a route that rarely has been on
Mulkey’s map throughout her sto-
ried career — she essentially
called out rival South Carolina for
not picking on someone its own
size.

Mulkey pointed out that the trou-
ble started when LSU guard Flau-
’jae Johnson, list-
ed at S-foot-10, was
shoved to the court
by 6-7 Gamecocks
forward Kamilla
Cardoso.

“No one wants
to be a part of that.
No one wants to
see that ugliness,”
Mulkey said. “But
Icantellyouthis: I
wish she would

“Don’t push
somebody
that little. ...
Let those two
girls that were
jawing, let

ketball, not the WWE.

The more proper response
came from South Carolina coach
Dawn Staley, who was downright
appalled at what she had wit-
nessed on what should’ve been a
day of celebration for her sport.

A much-anticipated matchup
between a pair of rivals that cap-
tured the last two national cham-
pionships ended with six players
ejected, leaving barely enough to
finish the game. (Which, in case
you missed it, was won by top-
ranked South Carolina 79-72.)

Staley apologized profusely for
her team’s actions during the tro-
phy presentation on the court and
seemed to grasp far more than
Mulkey what sort of impression it
left for those watching.

“Ijust don’t want the people who
are tuning in to
women’s basket-
ball to see that and
think that is our
game, because it
isn’t,” Staley said.
“Our game is a
really beautiful
thing. To be quite
honest, this is a
part of it now. So
we have to fix it,
and we have to

have pushed An- ¥ 77 moveon.”

gel Reese.” them go at It' Back to Mulkey,
In Mulkey’s opi- . who seemed to

nion, that would Kim MUIkey think the root of

have been more of LSU coach  the problem was

a fair fight, since
Reese is 6-3 and closer in size to
Cardoso.

“Don’t push akid,” Mulkey said,
sounding worse with every ill-cho-
sen word. “Don’t push somebody
thatlittle. That was uncalled for, in
my opinion. Let those two girls
that were jawing, let them go at it.”

Sorry, coach, this is college bas-

the referees swal-
lowing their whistles.

“Do you realize there was only
one foul called on each team with
two minutes to play in the fourth
quarter?” Mulkey said. “Are you
kidding me? That might have cre-
ated some of that.”

That’s utter nonsense, of course,
but it’s hardly the first time Mul-

key’s moral compass has pointed
in the wrong direction.

After all, this is a coach who —
despite a glittering record that in-
cludes more than 700 wins and
four national titles — has never
seemed like a champion for wom-
en’s sports.

She failed to publicly support
perhaps the greatest player she’s
ever coached, Brittney Griner, af-
ter the former Baylor star was ar-
rested on trumped-up charges in
Russia and essentially used as a
political pawn by President Vladi-
mir Putin.

Maybe Mulkey was still per-
turbed at Griner, who is gay, for
saying the then-Baylor coach told
players not to be open about their
sexuality because it would hurt
recruiting and look bad for her
program.

“The coaches thought that if it

LSU head coach Kim Mulkey has had
a highly successful career as a coach,
winning four national championships.

|
I

seemed like they condoned it, peo-
ple wouldn’t let their kids come
play for Baylor,” Griner said dur-
ing a 2013 interview with ESPN.

During her long tenure at the
Texas university, Mulkey scoffed
at two of the worst scandals in col-
lege sports history — both of
which occurred at the Baptist in-
stitution.

First, there was the 2003 mur-
der of amen’s basketball player by
one of his teammates, which
sparked a probe into allegations
ranging from rampant drug use
among players to improper pay-
ments by the coaching staff.

Then, more than a decade later,
the school was accused of covering
up numerous cases of sexual as-
sault involving the football team.

Mulkey could’ve issued a harsh
rebuke of the embarrassing reve-
lations, or at the very minimum

But her comments over the years

have drawn unwanted attention.
GEeEORGE WALKER IV/AP

just kept silent about her em-
ployer.

But she found it necessary to say
this after winning her 500th game
as the Bears coach:

“If somebody’s around you, and
they ever say, ‘I will never send my
daughter to Baylor,” you knock
them right in the face,” Mulkey
griped.

And this, too:

“The problems that we have at
Baylor are no different than the
problems at any other school in
America. Period. Move on. Find
another story to write.”

Mulkey was back to spouting
more nonsense on Sunday, which
only solidified what we’ve long
known.

As a basketball coach, she’s one
of the best ever.

As aleader of young people, she
leaves a lot to be desired.

More: South Carolina’s Cardoso faces one-game suspension

FROM PAGE 24

crease on technical fouls assessed to per-
sonnel on the bench. Ejections were way up
and there were at least two prominent on-
court fights.

A month ago, five players were ejected
during a game between Southern Miss and
Arkansas State but that was an under-the-
radar game. The LSU-South Carolina skir-
mish happened in front of 13,163 screaming
fans at the Bon Secours Wellness Arena and
many more watching on ESPN.

With about two minutes left in South Car-
olina’s 79-72 victory, MiLaysia Fulwiley
stole the ball from LSU’s Flau’jae Johnson,
who then intentionally fouled her to prevent
a breakaway basket. Fulwiley’s teammate,
Ashlyn Watkins, walked past, yelling at
Johnson, who pushed her away. Soon after,
6-foot-7 South Carolina star Kamilla Cardo-

soran in and pushed the 5-
foot-10 Johnson to the
ground as both benches
emptied.

Security, officials and
coaches eventually calmed
things down. Johnson’s
brother was arrested and
faces charges after police
say he jumped over the scorer’s table to get
involved.

Cardoso was ejected for fighting while
three of her teammates were thrown out for
leaving the bench, as were two LSU players.
Cardoso will face a one-game suspension,
per NCAA rules, and miss the Gamecocks’
NCAA Tournament opener next week.

Debbie Antonelli, a North Carolina State
Hall of Fame player and basketball analyst,
said the game’s intensity at the college level

Staley

has always been high.

“I think when you step between the lines
you’re athletes and this is what competitive
athletes do,” Antonelli said Monday.

LSU coach Kim Mulkey said she thought
officials did not call a tight enough game.

“Do you realize there was only one foul
called on each team with two minutes to
play in the fourth quarter? Are you kidding
me?” Mulkey said. “That might have creat-
ed some of that.”

South Carolina finished off the final two
minutes of the 79-72 victory and then Staley
took control, apologizing to fans during the
trophy ceremony and in media interviews
for her team’s actions.

“We talk about these things as ateam, and
we try as much as possible to express to
them how to react in those type of situa-
tions,” Staley said. “Real time is real time. I

know that anybody, Kamilla, as well as the
other four or five players that were ejected,
I know if they had a chance to do it all over
again, they would do it differently.”

Staley said LSU’s Johnson apologized for
her actions and Cardoso took to social
media after the game’s end to say she was
sorry for her actions and pledged to do bet-
ter.

Antonelli said there is no place for fight-
ing in any game, men’s or women’s, and be-
lieves fans understand that this was un-
usual, not a trend.

“It’s going to be a storyline when South
Carolina plays the 16th seed (in the NCAA
Tournament) and then we’ll move past it,”
she said.

Staley hopes that’s the case, too.

“This is a part of it now,” she said. “So we
have to fix it and we have to move on.”
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Bound for Atlanta

Free agent QB Cousins agrees
to deal with Falcons » NFL, Page 19
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South Carolina guard MilLaysia Fulwiley is fouled by LSU guard Flau’jae Johnson late in the second half of Sunday’s Southeastern Conference Tournament championship game.

Scrap gives growing women's game bad look

By PETE IACOBELLI
Associated Press

GREENVILLE, S.C. — More eyes, more fans and
more scrutiny. The good and the bad of the game has all
come into sharper focus as women’s college basketball
continues to grow in popularity.

What fans saw Sunday in the Southeastern Confe-
rence tournament championship was No. 1 South Car-
olina and LSU getting into a late-game confrontation
that led to multiple ejections. Chippy play, plenty of
trash talking and players thrown out — something
more familiar to fans watching an NBA game.

“I just don’t want the people who are tuning in to
women’s basketball to see that and think that is our
game, because it isn’t,” said South Carolina coach
Dawn Staley, who apologized to the crowd and in post-

game interviews. “Our game is a really beautiful
thing.”

Not always.

Earlier this season, Ohio State fans were criticized
for a court-storming incident where Iowa star Caitlin
Clark collided with a fan rushing to celebrate. Last
year, Clark and LSU star Angel Reese’s trash talking in
the national championship game surprised fans who
may not know that the women’s game has plenty of that,
just as it has hard fouls and rough-and-tumble play.

Last November, the NCAA said it was putting a new
emphasis on sportsmanship after last season saw a 33%
increase in technical fouls, including a 77% increase on
techs given to head coaches and a whopping 193% in-

SEE MORE ON PAGE 23

More eyes, more scrutiny

South Carolina center Kamilla Cardoso, left, and LSU forward
Angel Reese hattle for the ball during the first half.

Djokovic stunned by Nardi at Indian Wells . v v [1UMEHHLIRIN]



