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Sgt. Maj. of the Marine Corps Carlos Ruiz waves an American flag at the end of a naturalization ceremony for 60 new American citizens on
Tuesday, aboard the USS Bataan. The Navy hosted the ceremony aboard the ship docked in the port of Miami during the city’s Fleet Week.

Like being born again

Top enlisted Marine reflects on journey as new Americans become citizens

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

MIAMI —Sgt. Maj. of the Marine Corps Car-
los Ruiz talked Tuesday about becoming a U.S.
citizen as he watched 60 new Americans swear
allegiance to the United States for the first time
aboard the USS Bataan.

“In the ceremony like this, it doesn’t hit you
until — you’ll notice the people are all staring
at their [naturalization] certificates — you see
your name on that certificate, and it feels like
you’re just being born again,” Ruiz said, recall-

ing the moment the magnitude of his decision
dawned on him. “You feel like now you’re a
card-carrying U.S. citizen. You feel like, ‘I am
part of it. I could do anything now.””

The top enlisted Marine smiled wide as he
led the newest group of American citizens in
the Pledge of Allegiance from a stage set up in-
side the amphibious assault ship docked at the
port of Miami for its first Fleet Week. Some 12
years earlier, it was Ruiz — already a Marine
gunnery sergeant and serving as a drill in-
structor — affirming his allegiance to the Unit-

ed States.

Ruiz continues to carry a copy of his natural-
ization certificate with him in the form of a pho-
tograph on his phone. Just in case, he said, “no
one believes I am a U.S. citizen.”

Ruiz and Navy Secretary Carlos Del Toro
participated in the ceremony Tuesday hosted
aboard the Navy ship as symbol of American
might for its newest citizens. Like Ruiz, Del To-
ro is a naturalized citizen, who emigrated from

SEE BORN ON PAGE 7

Lawmakers
warn US in
Indo-Pacific
vulnerable

BY SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — U.S. military
bases in the Indo-Pacific region
are sorely lacking hardened air-
craft shelters, leaving them wvul-
nerable to devastating airstrikes
in a potential conflict with China,
lawmakers warned.

Recent war games show the
United States would lose 90% of its
aircraft on the ground, rather than
in air combat, due to insufficient
base protection, a group of Repu-
blican lawmakers wrote in a letter
to the secretaries of the Air Force
and Navy.

“Unclassified analysis suggests
China has enough weapons to
overwhelm our air and missile de-
fenses protecting those bases,”
they wrote. “Strikes on U.S. bases
could immobilize vital air assets,
disrupt logistical chains and sig-
nificantly weaken our ability to re-
spond in a conflict.”

Rep. John Moolenaar of Michi-
gan, the chairman of the House
Select Committee on the Chinese
Communist Party, Sen. Marco Ru-
bio of Florida and 11 other law-
makers are urging Pentagon lead-
ers to act.

They are calling for the con-
struction of more hardened air-
craft shelters, which are rein-
forced hangars used to protect
military aircraft, as well as under-
ground bunkers and other “pas-
sive” defenses.

China has built more than 400
hardened aircraft shelters in the
past decade, and the U.S. has only
constructed 22 on bases in Japan
and South Korea, according to re-
cent research. There are no such
shelters in the Northern Mariana
Islands or Guam, an island com-
monly referred to as the “tip of the

SEE WARN ON PAGE 6
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Judge halts plan to lower credit card late fees

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A federal
judge in Texas temporarily halted a
plan by the Biden administration to
lower late fees on credit cards to $8
that was slated to go into effect next
week.

The temporary nationwide in-
junction imposed by Judge Mark
Pittman in the Northern District of
Texas is a win for the big banks and
major credit card companies, which
collect billions in revenue each year
in late fees and were looking to stop
the proposal from going into effect.

MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Itis also a win for the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, which led the lawsuit
on behalf of the banks.

The new regulations that were
proposed by Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau would have set a
ceiling of $8 for most credit card late
fees or require banks to show why
they should charge more than $8 for
suchafee.

The rule would bring the average
credit card late fee down from $32.
The bureau estimates banks bring
in roughly $14 billion in credit card
late fees ayear.

White House spokesperson Jere-
my Edwards said in a statement Fri-
daynight, “Weare disappointed that
a court sided with House Republi-
cans, bigbanks and special interests
to hit pause on a critical measure to
save American families billions in
junk fees.”

As part of his reelection cam-
paign, President Joe Biden has tried
to highlight his administration’s
push to clamp down on what he calls
“junk fees,” which are bank-related
fees like late fees, ATM fees and
overdraft fees.

EXCHANGE RATES

Military rates

Euro costs (May 13) $1.05
British pound (May 13) $1.22
Japanese yen (May 13) 152.00
South Korean won (May 13) 1,334.00
Ci cial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) 3769
Britain (Pound) 1.2526
Canada (Dollar) 1.3673
China (Yuan) 7.2268
Denmark (Krone) 6.9248
Egypt (Pound) 47.4012
Euro 9282
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.8138
Hungary (Forint) 360.04
Israel (Shekel) 3.7289
Japan (Yen) 155.86
Kuwait (Dinar) 3076
Norway (Krone) 10.8433
Philippines (Peso) 57.65
Poland (Zloty) 3.99
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7503
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3541
South Korea (Won) 1,371.74
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Switzerland (Franc) 9063
Thailand (Baht) 36.76
Turkey (New Lira) 32.2716

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates areinterbankrates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 8.50

Interest Rates Discount rate 6.00
Federal funds market rate 5.33
3-month bill 5.40
30-year bond 4.64
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Balikatan scored ma

By SETH RoBSoN
Stars and Stripes

The annual Balikatan exercise
concluded in the Philippines on
Friday after more than two weeks
of training that underlined U.S.
support for its oldest defense ally
in the Pacific, one facing Chinese
intimidation.

Balikatan — Tagalog for “shoul-
der to shoulder” — concluded
with speeches at the Philippine
armed forces headquarters in Ma-
nila and with farewells around the
country.

The exercise began April 22 and
encompassed 11,000 U.S., 5,000 Fi-
lipino and a smaller number of
Australian and French troops
training in and near the South Chi-
na Sea.

China has claimed virtually the
entire sea, a vital commercial wa-
terway, and has territorial dis-
putes with neighboring countries,
including the Philippines.

On April 30, a China coast guard
ship’s water cannons damaged
one of two Philippine coast guard
vessels at Scarborough Shoal, a
feature controlled by Beijing in-
side the Philippines’ exclusive ec-
onomic zone. An escalating num-
ber of similar encounters have
happened at Second Thomas
Shoal, a submerged reef con-
trolled by Manila in the South Chi-
na Sea.

Balikatan included naval gun-
nery involving American, French
and Filipino ships near Palawan, a
Philippine island that’s 150 nauti-
cal miles east of Second Thomas
Shoal.

The Marine Corps used its new
amphibious combat vehicle over-
seas for the first time during the
drills, launching them from the
USS Harpers Ferry for a simulat-
ed assault on shore targets on Pa-
lawan.

Balikatan also included coastal-
defense training and a ship-sink-
ing exercise on northern Luzon,
and air-assault raids in the Ba-
tanes, a group of islands in the Lu-
zon Strait south of Taiwan.

The Army deployed its Patriot
missile-defense system to Clark
Air Base for the first time during
the exercise.

The facility was the largest
overseas Air Force base before it
was vacated in 1992 following
damage from the eruption of
Mount Pinatubo.

“Every Balikatan is increasing-
ly more complex,” Philippine ex-
ercise director Maj. Gen. Marvin
Licudine said at the closing cere-
mony, according to a U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense statement Friday.

During the drills, civic assis-
tance teams built classrooms and
medical centers at four locations
while training medical providers
and gifting school supplies. The
efforts injected nearly $50 million
into the local economy, the state-
ment said.
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U.S. soldiers stand next to Cruella, an M777 howitzer, during Balikatan training in Laoag, Philippines, on Wednesday.

5

Army Spc. Samuel So, a CH-47F Chinook repairer, flies over

-

Batanes, Philippines, on May 5, during the Balikatan exercise.

U.S. forces operated out of
bases that they’ve been authorized
to use under the Enhanced De-
fense Cooperation Agreement, in-
cluding Cesar Basa Air Base and
Fort Magsaysay, a few hours’
drive from Manila, and Lal-lo Air-
port and Naval Base Camilo Osias
in northern Luzon.

Soldiers involved in the coastal-
defense and ship-sinking drills
planned to celebrate the
exercise’s end with an artillery-
men’s dinner at Fort Magsaysay,
Lt. Col. Matt Cahill, commander of
3rd Battalion, 7th Field Artillery
Regiment, said Wednesday at La
Paz Sand Dunes in northern Lu-
zon. Troops working at Lal-lo held
their own closing ceremony Fri-
day with local officials, said Lt.
Col. Matt Schultz, commander of
Marines at the airport.

About 100 members of the Ha-
waii-based Marine Wing Support
Squadron 174, which Schultz com-
mands, have been at Lal-lo provid-

U.S. Army 1st Sgt. Louis Picciurro inspects an Excalibur 155 mm
artillery shell during Balikatan training Wednesday.

A UH-60 Black Hawk lands to pick up 25th Infantry Division soldiers for air-assault practice May 5.

ing fuel, medical and logistics sup-
port during the drills, he said.

Another 20 Marines have been
on Batan Island, north of Luzon,
running a forward arming and re-
fueling point, he said.

“Our purpose was to enable
aviation operations and critical lo-
gistics for the 25th Combat Avia-
tion Brigade,” he said of another
Hawaii-based unit flying CH-47
Chinook and UH-60 Black Hawk

helicopters around the islands.

“We demonstrated the potential
of this site as a sustainment node
for any sort of crisis from human-
itarian assistance to other contin-
gencies,” he said.
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Navy probes apparent drone footage of carrier

By ALEX WILSON
AND Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — The Navy investigated
overhead social media imagery of
the USS Ronald Reagan but has
not concluded that a drone flew
over the home of the U.S. 7th
Fleet, a base spokesman said.

Aerial photos and videos of the
aircraft carrier were posted to X,
formerly Twitter, over the past
two months by @ZXiao Hao 4.
Four photos posted April 4 show
the Ronald Reagan, the amphib-
ious command ship USS Blue
Ridge, several destroyers and
portions of the base’s coastline
and interior.

Another post on May 8 present-
ed two more photos and a video
apparently shot from a drone that
flew directly over the aircraft car-
rier.

The base is aware of the imag-
ery and Naval Criminal Investi-
gative Service “investigated their
authenticity,” base spokesman
Justin Keller told Stars and
Stripes in a Thursday email.

The investigation revealed no
indication that a drone flew over
the Ronald Reagan, Keller added.

He referred additional ques-
tions, including whether the im-
ages were determined to be real
or fake, to NCIS on Friday. A
spokesperson for the service did
not immediately respond to a
comment request that afternoon.

The base and its ships “have
several force protection mea-
sures in place every day, and at
no time was the security” of the
base or the crew of the USS Ro-
nald Reagan in question, Keller
wrote.

The X account, which predomi-
nantly posts in Chinese and
claims responsibility for the im-
agery, describes itself as a “Se-

@Xino_Hao_4/X

This bird's-eye view of the USS Ronald Reagan, apparently taken by a drone, was uploaded to social media April 4.

cret account for Secret contents.”
The account holder, who has not
been publicly identified, did not
respond to a request for comment
Friday morning.

On April 2, the account posted
similar imagery of the Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force’s
base in Yokosuka and a video of
the helicopter destroyer JS Izumo
docked there. The video was orig-
inally posted to the Chinese video
sharing website Bilibili in March,
but has since been deleted, Yahoo
News reported April 2.

Japan has outlawed unautho-
rized drone flights over military
bases.

Japan Defense Minister Mino-
ru Kihara addressed the Izumo
video during a Friday news con-
ference and said it’s a “high possi-
bility” the footage is authentic.

“The Ministry of Defense and
the Self-Defense Forces take the
results of this analysis extremely
seriously, as damages caused by
drones to defense-related facili-
ties could seriously impede Ja-
pan’s defense,” he said, according

to a transcript posted on the min-
istry’s website.

Japan plans to take “all possi-
ble measures to ensure base se-
curity,” including the early intro-
duction of new drone counter-
measure equipment.

Japan analyzed the video from
“various perspectives,” such as
evaluating whether it was made
by artificial intelligence, a Minis-
try of Defense spokesperson told
Stars and Stripes by email Friday.

The spokesperson declined to
elaborate further to avoid reveal-

ing “information gathering and
analysis capabilities.”

The spokesperson said the min-
istry was aware of the Ronald Re-
agan imagery and declined to
comment on the matter.

“In any case, we have been
working closely with the U.S. side
on a regular basis, including in
matters related to information
warfare,” the spokesperson said.

It’s customary in Japan that
some government officials speak
to reporters on condition of ano-
nymity.

Jet fuel exposure from spill didn’t cause long-term injury, expert testifies

By WyaTT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

HONOLULU — A Navy
spouse’s exposure to jet fuel-con-
taminated tap waterin 2021 did not
result in long-term neurological
problems, a neurologist testified
Thursday in Hawaii federal court.

Dr. Barry Gordon offered his
medical opinion on Nastasia Free-
man, one of 17 plaintiffs in the civil
suit Feindt vs. United States, as a
defense witness for the U.S. gov-
ernment.

Gordon’s judgment challenged
testimony offered by a medical ex-
pert last week that the mother of
three sustained neurological inju-
ries from the tainted water.

“I'm saying she does not have
any long-term, organic disorders
due to exposure,” Gordon said un-
der cross-examination by plain-

tiffs’ attorney Lyle Hosoda, who
questioned the neurologist based
on his previously submitted,
sworn declaration in the case.

On May 1, Dr. Steven Storage, a
psychiatristappearing onbehalfof
the plaintiffs, testified that the
trauma of exposure to the contam-
inated water left Freeman with
neurological injuries in her frontal
lobe.

U.S. District Court Judge Leslie
Kobayashi, whois hearing the case
without a jury, has reiterated
throughout the trial, which began
April 29, that she is only trying to
determine the cause of the plain-
tiffs’ medical problems and how
much they should be compensat-
ed.

Freeman had moved to Hawaii
in May 2021 with her husband, Ko-
da Freeman, a Navy lieutenant,

and their children.

They lived at Aliamanu Military
Reservation, one of the military
housing communities closest to
the Red Hill well, which became
contaminated shortly before
Thanksgiving Day 2021 by a jet
fuel spill at the Navy’s nearby Red
Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility.

For much of her life, Freeman
had a condition called temporal
lobe epilepsy that sometimes man-
ifested with seizures. Those epi-
sodes had been dormant for about
two years, but the seizures began
again in the wake of exposure to
tainted water, Freeman testified
last week.

Gordon said in his declaration
that he had given Freeman a phys-
ical examination, which included
observationsforthingssuchaslev-
el of alertness, facial expressions,

word choice, posture, eye move-
ment and many other physical
manifestations.

He also reviewed Freeman’s
medical record and results from
various tests such as blood studies,
electroencephalograms, CT scans
and MRIs.

“Inmy opinion, based upon all of
the available evidence, Ms. Free-
man does not presently have any
long-term organic neurologic
problems from the alleged expo-
sure(s) at Red Hill, to areasonable
degree of medical probability,”
Gordon said in his declaration.

Under -cross-examination by
Hosoda, Gordon acknowledged
thatjet fuelisatoxinthatcan cause
neurological injury.

Gordon also conceded that he
did not undertake quantitative
analysis of the extent of Freeman’s

exposure to fuel and instead used
analysis done by Robyn Prueitt, a
toxicologist who appeared on the
stand for the defense this week.

Prueitt concluded that medical
problems cited by the plaintiffs
were not caused by jet fuel expo-
sure.

Gordon’s opinion, however, did
leave room for the possibility that
Freeman could be suffering froma
non-organic neurological illness.

“It is well known that having a
belief that a disease is present,
even if false, such as a belief that
neurologic conditions are duetoan
alleged exposure, can have signif-
icant negative consequences for
an individual’s well-being and be-
havior,” Gordon said in his decla-
ration.

The trial is scheduled to con-
clude Monday.
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Navy tests surface drone that can dive for days

By ALisoN BaTa
Stars and Stripes

LIBREVILLE, Gabon — The
U.S. Navy is testing an autono-
mous drone that can operate above
and below the surface in a bid to
help African countries battling pi-
racy, the illicit drug trade and oth-
er illegal activities in the Gulf of
Guinea.

The TRITON drone’s introduc-
tion during the Obangame Ex-
press multinational exercise is de-
signed to determine whether it’s
suitable for long-term, sustained
use in the region, Rear Adm. Mi-
chael Mattis, director of Strategic
Effects, U.S. Naval Forces Eu-
rope-Africa, said Tuesday.

The two-week exercise comes
as the U.S. focuses on the partners
in West Africa that it’s still legally
able to work with, especially fol-
lowing a recent coup in Niger,
where the U.S. was forced to aban-
don a $110 million aerial drone
base. Russia and China have made
their own inroads in the region.

The exercise, which ends May
17, includes launching and reco-
vering the drone from the expedi-
tionary sea base USS Hershel
“Woody” Williams, and conduct-
ing vessel boarding, searches and
seizures, Mattis said.

Those activities will help deter-
mine if TRITON can be used relia-
bly in a region where it isn’t easy
for the Navy to quickly source sup-
plies and repairs. The testing also
will show whether the drone is a
good fit for countries like Gabon,
Ghana and Cameroon, which have
smaller navies and limited re-
sources, Mattis added.

“The idea is that we have long
periods of operations, (and) that
we push these vehiclestotheirlim-
its of endurance and sustainabili-
ty, and we understand where those
things are,” he said.

The 775-pound, 14%: foot-long
TRITON surface drone is manu-
factured by Gulfport, Miss.-based
Ocean Aero. The similarly named
MQ-4C Triton aerial drone is

PHotos By ALisoN BATH/Stars and Stripes

The TRITON drone is capable of operating on the surface for longer than two weeks. Underwater, the
drone can operate for five days during a mission and loiter for longer. The Navy is fielding the drone during
the Obangame Express exercise, which started May 6, in Libreville, Gabon.

made by Northrop Grumman.

The Navy is expanding its use of
aerial, surface and underwater
drones, which are seen as vital for
deterrence and use in future con-
flicts.

For example, U.S. Naval Forces
Central Command/U.S. Sth Fleet
operates a fleet of drones, includ-
ing the TRITON, in the Persian
Gulf.

Recently, an MQ-4C Triton ae-
rial drone was deployed to U.S. Na-
val Air Station Sigonella, Sicily, to
work with P-8 Poseidon patrol air-
craft in the U.S. Naval Forces Eu-
rope area of responsibility.

Drones also allow the service to
stretchitsreach inregions thatare
understaffed or seldom visited.

Three Aerosonde aerial drones
on Woody Williams are used forin-
telligence gathering and security.
The aircraft, which fly daily, also

are available to West African
countries to help monitor territo-
rial waters, according to its Provi-
dence, R.I.-based manufacturer.

The opening days of the Oban-
game exercise already have
taught the Navy about TRITON’s
performance.

During shipment to West Africa,
one of the two being used devel-
oped a small crack in its hull. That
gave the Navy an opportunity to
see the manufacturer quickly fix
and redeploy it with minimal dis-
ruption, Mattis said.

Meanwhile, initial testing in an
estuary revealed limited use. The
tidal flow of the estuary matched
the drone’s maximum surface
speed of about 6 mph, causing it to
drain its batteries.

Mattis sees those problems as
valuable lessons.

“We’re trying to get something

Navy ship gets stuck after leaving
African port; no injuries reported

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

AU.S.Navy ship participatingin
a military exercise in the Gulf of
Guinea ran aground last week as it
was leaving a port in West Africa.

The expeditionary sea base USS
Hershel “Woody” Williams got
stuck around 1 p.m. Thursday,
shortly after leaving Libreville,
Gabon, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-
Africa said Friday in a statement.

The ship broke free at about S
p.m. Thursday at high tide, said Lt.
Cmdr. Jason Tross, a spokesman
for NAVEUR-AF.

There were no injuries or major

damage, Tross said.

The Navy did not say how far the
ship had transited afterleaving the
portbefore running aground orifit
was accompanied by a tugboat at
the time. It also wasn’t stated
whether a pilot, often required to
help a ship navigate ports, was on
board.

A pilot was aboard Woody Wil-
liams when it came into the port on
May S. Two tugboats helped the
ship, which is slightly shorter than
an aircraft carrier in length,
through the port and into a berth-
ing.

The Navy said it wouldn’t re-

lease further details due to an on-
going investigation.

The ship uses a hybrid crew of
about 50 civilian mariners respon-
sible for navigation and mainte-
nance. About three civilians, in-
cluding a navigator and lookout,
typically man the bridge. The ship
mostly relies on an automated sys-
tem for navigation, which can be
disengaged if needed.

Acomplementofabout100 Navy
sailors man flight and other oper-
ations.

Woody Williams was in Libre-
ville for the kickoff of the multina-
tional Obangame Express exer-

in the water and learn,” he said.
“We want to understand where the
challenges of these vessels exist so
we can tailor our operations ap-
propriately to them.”

One of TRITON’s more unusual
features is its ability to submerge
to avoid detection or a collision
with another vessel, said Samuel
Buras, a field applications engi-
neer for Ocean Aero aboard the
Woody Williams on Tuesday.

The drone is propelled while un-
derwater by three thrusters. It can
loiter in an area for as many as
eight days or be on a mission for up
to five, he said.

Onthe surface, it can operate for
two weeks or longer. It can be used
for mine countermeasures, anti-
submarine warfare and subsur-
face seabed warfare, among other
missions, according to Ocean
Aero’s website.

Initial testing of the TRITON
drone in an estuary revealed
limited use. The tidal flow of the
estuary matched the drone’s
maximum surface speed of about
6 mph, causing it to drain its
batteries.

After Obangame ends, the
drones will stay aboard the Woody
Williams. They’ll be used during
an upcoming U.S. Army exercise
in Morocco and may be used at an
exercise in Portugal in the fall,
Mattis said.

Introduction of the drone con-
tinues significant Navy invest-
ment in the Gulf of Guinea region.
Those efforts include the con-
struction of maritime operational
centers and coastal radar systems,
and introduction of a web-based
program that allows countries to
share unclassified information.

The service also has donated
surface vessels to African coun-
tries, including two former U.S.
Coast Guard -cutters commis-
sioned into Ghana’s navy in Sep-
tember.

“What we are trying to do is
equip our partner navies and our
partner nations with the tools to
handle” the problems they face,
Mattis said.

TAkisHA MILLER/U.S. Africa Command

USS Hershel “Woody” Williams pulls into port at Libreville, Gabon, on
May 5, to support the Obangame Express exercise.

cise.

It wasn’t clear if the grounding
would impact the ship’s participa-
tion. It was scheduled to partici-
pate in testing of a surface drone,

among other activities.

Woody Williamsisthe only Navy
ship assigned to U.S. Africa Com-
mand. ItshomeportisatSoudaBay
on the Greek island of Crete.
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Navy warship sails
in South China Sea
after Taiwan Strait

Freedom-of-navigation run made to protest
‘unlawful and sweeping maritime claims’

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — A Navy guided-missile
destroyer cruised near a contest-
ed island chain in the South China
Sea on Friday to protest “unlaw-
ful and sweeping maritime
claims,” according to the U.S. 7th
Fleet.

The USS Halsey sailed past the
Paracels, a chain of reefs, shoals
and other maritime features
about 350 miles south of mainland
China and 300 miles east of Viet-
nam, the command said in a news
release Friday.

The Paracels are entirely
claimed by China, Vietnam and
Taiwan. Beijing, however, main-
tains about 20 outposts in the is-
lands, according to the CIA’s
World Factbook website.

The Halsey came within ap-
proximately 13 miles of four mar-
itime features: Money Island,
Duncan Island, Passu Keah and
Discovery Reef, 7th Fleet spokes-
woman Lt. Jamie Moroney told
Stars and Stripes by email Friday.

The Chinese navy hailed the
ship during operation, but all
communications “were consistent
with international norms,” she
wrote.

The Navy routinely operates
near the Paracels and the Sprat-
lys, another contested island
chain in the South China Sea, to
protest restrictions on innocent
passage. In the Paracels, all three
claimants require either permis-
sion or advance notice before a
military vessel travels through
the area.

“By engaging in innocent pas-

sage without giving prior notifica-
tion to or asking permission from
any of the claimants, the United
States challenged these unlawful
restrictions imposed by [China],
Taiwan and Vietnam,” 7th Fleet
wrote. “The United States demon-
strated that innocent passage is
not subject to such restrictions.”

The Halsey on Wednesday
cruised through the Taiwan
Strait, a 110-mile-wide channel
that separates mainland China
from Taiwan.

Beijing considers Taiwan, a
functional democracy, to be a
breakaway province that must be
reunified with the mainland, by
force if necessary.

A state-run Chinese military
news website labeled that trip as
provocative, but official Chinese
sources had not commented on
the Halsey’s freedom-of-naviga-
tion demonstration as of Friday
afternoon.

The Paracels operation coinci-
ded with the conclusion of Balika-
tan, an annual military exercise in
the Philippines by 11,500 U.S. and
Philippine troops and a smaller
number of French and Austra-
lians. Portions of that training
took place along the Philippine
coast of the South China Sea,
where Manila and Beijing also
have competing claims.

The Halsey’s trip to the Para-
cels was the first publicly an-
nounced freedom-of-navigation
operation by 7th Fleet this year.
The guided-missile destroyer
USS Dewey conducted the last
operation Nov. 3, when it sailed
past four Chinese outposts in the
Spratlys.
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PHucHuNG NGuYEN/U.S. Marine Corps

U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Gavin White, a fixed-wing aircraft loadmaster, runs through his preflight checklist
for the KC-130J Super Hercules aircraft at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, on April 21.

Warn: Slow pace of base shelter
construction is ‘deeply troubling

FROM PAGE 1
spear” of U.S. power projection in
the Indo-Pacific.

The shelters do not provide
complete protection from missile
attacks, but they would force Chi-
na to use more force to destroy
each aircraft and increase the sur-
vivability of American air assets,
lawmakers argued. They ac-
knowledged it might not be feasi-
ble or sensible to construct shel-
ters at all U.S. bases in the Indo-
Pacific, but described the slow
pace of construction as “deeply
troubling.”

“The limited investment into
hardened aircraft shelters is a
symptom of a broader problem
within the [Defense Department]:
We are spending hardly any mon-
ey on military construction to im-
prove base resilience in the Indo-
Pacific,” lawmakers wrote.

U.S. Indo-Pacific Command has
provided Congress with a list of
$11 billion in priorities that are un-
funded under the White House’s
2025 defense budget request, in-

cluding $3.3 billion in military
construction. The Pentagon will
spend about 2% of its current con-
struction budget on base resi-
lience projects in the region, less
than was spent in 2023, according
to the letter.

“If our bases in the Indo-Pacific
lack the resilience to survive at-
tacks and continue operating, our
ability to deter China and respond
quickly in the Taiwan Strait will
be greatly diminished,” lawmak-
ers wrote.

The U.S. considers China its
greatest competitor and threat
and believes Beijing is readying
for an invasion of Taiwan, an is-
land China considers its rightful
territory. Chinese investment in
defense has climbed in recent
years, as has its fleet of naval and
merchant ships.

China’s growing dominance at
sea prompted four lawmakers this
week to release congressional
guidance for a national maritime
strategy. The report notes China
has 230 times more shipbuilding

capacity than the U.S.

“We must act now, before it is
too late, and make a once-in-a-
generation investment in the fu-
ture of America’s maritime pow-
er,” said Rep. Mike Waltz, R-Fla.

Underinvestment has reduced
the U.S.-flag shipping fleet to few-
er than 200 vessels while China
boasts more than 7,000 ships, ac-
cording to the report. America’s
maritime industry brings Ameri-
can goods to market but also sup-
ports the U.S. military during war-
time.

Lawmakers are recommending
the U.S. infuse funds into its do-
mestic shipbuilding industry, ful-
ly fund and reinvigorate the U.S.
Coast Guard and other agencies,
prepare for resource competition
in the Indo-Pacific with allies and
provide the resources necessary
to ensure naval forces can defend
the freedom of the seas.

“The competition between the
United States and Communist
China will define the 21st centu-
ry,” Rubio said.

Experts say

Associated Press

On the afternoon of May 3, Roger
Fortson opened the door of his Flor-
idaapartment with aguninhishand
and was immediately shot six times
by a sheriff’s deputy responding toa
complaint about an argument.

Fortson’s supporters point to the
deputy’s rapid decision to open fire
and his mere presence at the apart-
ment — where the Air Force senior
airman was apparently alone and
FaceTiming with his girlfriend —as
proof that it was a blatantly unjusti-
fied killing and the latest tragedy in-
volving a Black American being shot

ogun alone doesn’t justify

at home by law enforcement. Au-
thorities, meanwhile, have seized on
Fortson holding a gun when he an-
swered the door to cast the shooting
asaclear-cut case of self-defense for
adeputy confronted with a split-sec-
ond, life-or-death decision.

Investigators will consider these
factors when deciding whether to
charge the deputy in a case that also
reflects the realities officers face ev-
ery day in a country where millions
of people carry guns, including in
Florida, one of the largest gun own-
ership states.

Policing experts have said Fort-

son simply holding a gun when he
opened the door wasn’t enough jus-
tification to use deadly force, but in-
vestigators will alsohave toconsider
what information the deputy knew
when he responded and whether
Fortson showed any behavioral in-
dication that he posed a threat. They
have also said the proliferation of le-
gal and illegal firearms is forcing of-
ficers throughout the country to
have to decide faster than ever what
constitutes a deadly threat.

“The speed of the shooting s pret-
ty intense. It’s happening very, very
fast,” Ian Adams, an assistant pro-

fatal shooting of airman

fessor who studies criminology at
the University of South Carolinaand
a former police officer, said after
watching the deputy’s body camera
video of Fortson’s shooting.

“The presence of a gun enhances
the risk. But mere presence is not at
all justification for using deadly
force,” Adams said.

Sheriff Eric Aden said the deputy
acted in self-defense, and he reject-
ed assertions that the deputy was at
the wrong apartment. Ben Crump,
an attorney for Fortson’s family,
said they remain adamant that the
deputy went to the wrong unit be-

cause Fortson had been home alone
and on a FaceTime call with his girl-
friend.

The Florida Department of Law
Enforcement is investigating.

Adams said beyond the body
camera footage there has tobe some
behavioral indication that a person
intends to cause deadly harm with
their gun.

“Wealsoliveinanation withmore
guns than people. If the mere pres-
ence of a gun were the standard for
reasonable use of deadly force, we
would be awash with police shoot-
ings,” he said.
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Guard group decries plan to grow Space Force

Governors also want Air Force to drop proposal to transfer some jobs to active-duty

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

An Air Force proposal to trans-
fer some operations jobs from the
National Guard to the active-duty
force will set the Defense Depart-
ment back decades and hurt the
recruiting and retention of part-
time troops trained to fight, a re-
tired Army general warned Thurs-
day.

“We’ve provided nearly half the
combat power of the Army, 30% of
the combat Air Force power, we’ve
been in the fight since 9/11, so why
would you now relegate the Guard
to this administrative and training
role,” said Retired National Guard
Maj. Gen. Francis McGinn, presi-
dent of the National Guard Asso-
ciation of the United States.

He said he opposes the proposal
to Congress from Air Force Secre-
tary Frank Kendall to take nearly a
dozen units from the Air National
Guard that perform space mis-
sions and move them into the
Space Force. Those troops would
have the choice tojoin Space Force
andbe subjected tothe rigors of ac-
tive-duty military service or re-
train for a new job in the Guard.

“This thing is half-baked at this
point,” he said. “They’re asking

them to jump into the abyss right
now with a lot of risk. That’s our
pushback from our membership.”

Losing the trust of those service
members and removing those
types of jobs from the Guard,
McGinn argued, is coming at a
time when the military has strug-
gled for the past two years to meet
its recruiting goals. A shrinking
number of young Americans meet
the standards to serve, and, for
those interested in space, civilian
jobs can offer higher pay and more
flexibility.

As of March, the Air National
Guard is about 7% shy of its
recruiting goal for fiscal 2024,
which ends Sept. 30, according to
the Defense Department. In the
previous year, the Air National
Guard only reached 61% of its goal
of 11,745 new members.

For the past month, the Guard
association and a bipartisan col-
lection of 140 House members,
senators and state governors have
campaigned strongly against the
Air Force’s proposal. Members of
Congress have asked their col-
leagues on the House and Senate
Armed Services committees to
pull the proposal from inclusion in
this year’s defense spending bill,

where it sits awaiting approval.

An April report analyzing the
decision stated readiness for those
units will temporarily drop be-
cause some people serving in the
Guard will not choose to accept
membership into the Space Force
and will need to be replaced.

Kendall wrote in the report that
housing the units outside of Space
Force “has created management
and leadership issues and uncer-
tainty about their future for the af-
fected units and people.”

Surveys have shown 70% to 80%
of Guard members affected would
rather retrain or retire instead of
joining Space Force.

The report said 578 jobs in nine
units spread across six states are
affected by the decision. Of those
jobs, 224 are full time, and 354 are
part time. The estimated cost is
$84.4 million, with about $50 mil-
lion spent on transferring units
from the Guard to Space Force.
The transfer would take about five
years, according to the report.

However, the Guard association
puts the number of affected per-
sonnel closer to 1,000 from 14 units
in seven states. More so, airmen
assigned in a support position to
those units will not be taken into

the Space Force, and the states will
be obligated to find a new unit or
position for them.

“If you have an F-16 [fighter jet]
unit, it’s like saying I'm only going
to take the pilots. I’'m not going to
take the refuelers, I'm not going to
take the maintainers. Then you
really don’t have an F-16 unit,
you’ve got a bunch of pilots,”
McGinn said. “I think what they
are trying to do is just that.”

The Air Force analyzed two oth-
er scenarios for the Air National
Guard units, according to its re-
port. The first was to leave the
units where they are, and the sec-
ond was to create a Space National
Guard, which has the support of
the Pentagon’s National Guard
Bureau and the National Guard as-
sociation. However, Kendall de-
termined these two options are in-
consistent with the intent of Space
Force’s creation more than four
years ago.

Kendall’s proposal to move the
units also circumvents the author-
ity that governors have over their
state’s National Guard troops.
Utah Gov. Spencer Cox, who leads
the National Governors Associa-
tion, and Colorado Gov. Jared Po-
lis, vice chairman of the associa-

tion, have warned the move could
set precedent to further exclude
governors from Guard decisions.

The governors of all S0 states
and five U.S. territories agree on
the issue.

“Federal law requires consulta-
tion and approval from governors
on any decisions to move National
Guard units, plain and simple,”
Cox and Polis said Thursday in a
prepared statement. “Until Air
Force leaders withdraw [the pro-
posal], they are in violation of fed-
eral law. We cannot have produc-
tive conversations on this matter
until [the proposal] is set aside.
Governors are united on this
point.”

The two met with Kendall on
Wednesday and said they were
disappointed Kendall did not com-
mit to withdrawing the proposal.

“An action like this will violate
the trust of the brave women and
men who have volunteered to
serve our states and our nation,”
the governors wrote lastmonthina
letter to Kendall’s boss, Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin.

Cox and Polis said they will con-
tinue to engage with Austin in
hopes of finding a choice to which
all parties can agree.

Born: Ruiz deployed to Iraq Afghamstan before seekmg
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Cuba as a child refugee and
earned his citizenship in 1978 just
before entering the U.S. Naval
Academy at Annapolis, Md.

Del Toro said he wanted to host
a naturalization ceremony aboard
the Bataan as a reminder that
there is a price for America’s free-
doms. The ship, he noted, is
named in honor of the American
prisoners of war who in 1942 were
forced by their Japanese captors
to endure a brutal 65-mile trek to a
prisoner-of-war camp in the Phi-
lippines during World War II.
Some 1,000 Americans died on the
march.

“Freedom does not come
cheap,” the Navy secretary said
after the ceremony. “It’s not nec-
essarily free. It has to be earned,
and it is earned by the citizens of
our great country, people who
come to this nation from all across
the world, you know, to live the
American dream and fulfill the
American dream.”

Del Toro implored the 60 new
Americans who came from 24
countries to find some way to
serve and give back to their new
country. Perhaps, he joked, they
should join the Navy or Marine
Corps, telling them he could swear
them into the military shortly af-
ter the ceremony.

He used his and Ruiz’s experi-

CoREey DicksTEIN/Stars and Stripes

Navy Secretary Carlos Del Toro congratulates a new American citizen
during a naturalization ceremony Tuesday, aboard the USS Bataan in
Miami. Del Toro emigrated from Cuba as a child refugee and earned
his citizenship just before entering the U.S. Naval Academy.

ences as examples of what immi-
grants can accomplish when af-
forded the opportunities. Del Toro
graduated from the Naval Acade-
my in 1983 and served 22 years in
the Navy as a surface warfare offi-
cer, reaching the rank of com-
mander before retiring. In 2021,
he became Navy secretary, the top
civilian in charge of the Navy and
Marine Corps.

“I’'ve come to believe that what

truly makes this country great is
you,” Del Toro told the new Amer-
ican citizens. “Every single one of
you sitting in those seats — and I
don’t care whether you’re a maid
working in a hotel room like my
mother did for many, many years
or you grow up to perhaps become
the secretary of the Navy — you
and the role that you play in our
country is as significant as anyone
else in making this great country

the country that it is.’

Ruiz said he hoped some of the
new citizens would at least consid-
er military service. Without the
Marine Corps, Ruiz said, he
doubts he would be an American
citizen.

The top enlisted Marine —
whose job is to advocate for the en-
listed force and advise the Marine
commandant on enlisted issues —
came to the United States as an 11-
year-old from his native Mexico
when his parents wanted him to
attend better schools and learn
English. His mother moved him to
Buckeye, Ariz., from where he en-
listed in the Corps after graduat-
ing high school.

Ruiz served for years — deploy-
ing to Iraq and Afghanistan and
earning a Bronze Star Medal with
combat “V” for valor — before be-
ginning his efforts to become a
U.S. citizen.

At times, he considered leaving
the Marine Corps and returning to
Mexico. But ultimately, he said,
the Marines and the United States
felt like home. Last year, 29 years
into his service, he was selected to
become the Corps’ top enlisted
Marine.

“I’d like to say that without the
Marine Corps I still would have
fallen in love with this country
anyway, and I would have chosen
to stay,” Ruiz said. “But the people

US citizenship

that I met in the service, they are
what pulled me toward this, and
they made me realize this is pretty
awesome.”

Ruiz was inspired to earn his ci-
tizenship after his father earned
his and as he realized he would
need a security clearance —
granted only to American citizens
— to continue to serve. It was a lot
of effort, especially working on
earning his citizenship while also
working to make new Marines at
Marine Corps Recruit Depot San
Diego.

“It’s a long journey,” he said.
“And then it happens. And it’s sur-
real.”

After the ceremony on Tuesday,
Ruiz said he would probably flip
through his phone to look at his
naturalization certificate and re-
live his efforts to become an
American citizen. He said he
hoped his adopted country would
give the new Americans sworn in
Tuesday the kind of opportunities
it has provided him.

“Just a kid from Mexico, right,
could barely speak English, and
somehow here I am,” Ruiz said.
“The people here today, they’re
going to keep staring at their cer-
tificates with their names on it,
and I know what they’re feeling. It
felt like [I was] watching myselfin
their chairs. And they’re probably
going to go do amazing things.”
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On a DC sidewalk

By DAN LAMOTHE
The Washington Post

Gen. Eric M. Smith stepped outon
a warm, late-afternoon run last fall,
pounding the pavement of South-
east Washington on a routine three-
mile loop. Asthe top U.S. Marine, he
had spent the morning cheering on
participants in the annual Marine
Corps Marathon, and wanted to
squeeze in his own workout before
taking his wife out to dinner.

It was Oct. 29. A few blocks away,
Timothy and Joyce Lal.onde con-
cluded a celebratory post-race
lunch and began the walk back to
Joyce’s nearby home. The siblings,
accompanied by several family
members, were shaken by what
they encountered: A man facedown
on the sidewalk — alone, unrespon-
sive and bleeding from his mouth.

“Tim, come!” Joyce Lal.onde re-
called yelling to her brother. “Hur-
ry!”

The ensuing scramble saved the
life of the Marine Corps comman-
dant, a father of two who had
steppedintohisnewrole on the Joint
Chiefs of Staffjust three monthsear-
lier. Smith, who turns S9 in June,
suffered cardiac arrest at the tail
end of his run, just a block from his
home at Marine Barracks Washing-
ton—acrisisin which the speed and
quality of medical intervention
proved vital.

For the first time, those directly
connected to Smith’s rescue have
publicly detailed how he survived, a
fortuitous succession of events re-
sulting in an improbable return to
the Pentagon after barely four
months of recovery. This account is
based on hours of interviews with
the general and eight others, includ-
ing Smith’s surgeon and the para-
medics who administered several
electrical shocks to stabilize his
heart.

What began with Joyce Lal.onde
spotting the general sprawled on the
brick sidewalk and her brother, a
certified CPR instructor, rendering
aid ended, all agreed, with the best
possible outcome.

“If you were to have this scenario
play out1,000 times, maybe five peo-
ple ... would survive it like he did,”
said Smith’s cardiac surgeon, Tho-
mas MacGillivray. “It’s an unusual
thing that somebody gets CPR for
that long and not just survivesit, but
isback tonormal life within a couple
of few months.” Impossible, he add-
ed, withouteveryone having provid-
ed the care they did.

On Thursday, Smith thanked
Joyce and Timothy Lalonde and
Joyce’s husband, Nathaniel Birn-
baum, in a small ceremony at the
commandant’s home. Each re-
ceived the Navy Distinguished Pub-
lic Service Award for their heroism,
and were recognized again Friday
along with first responders during
an “Evening Parade” event at the
barracks featuring marching and
music.

“You have really given me a sec-

, a race to save a general

MatT McCraIN/The Washington Post

U.S. Marine Corps Commandant Gen. Eric M. Smith, left, applauds
Timothy LaLonde on Thursday. LalLonde, a certified CPR instructor,
helped save Smith’s life in October after Smith suffered cardiac arrest
during a run near his home at Marine Barracks Washington.

ondchance,” Smithsaid, pinningthe
medal, with its blue and yellow rib-
bon, to their chests. “I'm grateful to
you.”

The stricken stranger

The LaL.onde family encountered
Smith shortly before S p.m., with
Joyce Lalonde, 28, and her hus-
band, Nathaniel Birnbaum, 28, first
to arrive at the general’s side, she
said. Timothy Lalonde, 33, and
their father, Steven Lal.onde, 66,
were a few paces behind. They
turned the stricken stranger on his
side before deciding CPR was nec-
essary.

Joyce Lal.onde was put on hold
initially when she dialed D.C.’s 911
system, she said, prompting her to
hang up, call again, and urge her
husband to try to find help at anear-
by police station. The delay did not
prove fateful, but has occurred nu-
merous times in the city, as it strug-
gles with documented staffing shor-
tages. She connected with a dis-
patcher at4:58 p.m., relaying her lo-
cation and the situation’s extreme
urgency, said Noah Gray, a spokes-
man for the D.C. fire department.

Timothy LalLonde, of Kirkland,
Wash., estimated that he adminis-
tered CPR for about nine minutes,
pumping Smith’s chest and check-
ing to see if anything was blocking
his airway. Eventually, the general
began gasping sporadically, giving
the LaL.ondes hope.

A four-man team with Engine
Company 18 arrived about five min-
utes afterthe 911 call, said Ryan Cro-
well, a former D.C. paramedic and
firefighter who responded that day.
They took over CPR, zapped Smith
with an automated defibrillator,
loaded him aboard an ambulance,
and rolled to the hospital at 5:18 p.m.

No one knew they were working
on one of the Pentagon’s top gener-
als.

Lt. Holly O’Byrne, a paramedic
and supervisor who accompanied
the general in the ambulance, said
that as it became increasingly clear

Smith was responding to treatment,
she administered medication to sta-
bilize his blood pressure and heart
rate, intubated him and assisted his
breathing by squeezing a handheld
air bag. The general’s piercing blue
eyes caught her attention, she re-
called.

MacGillivray, the cardiac sur-
geon, said that when Smith arrived
at MedStar Washington Hospital
Center, it appeared the general may
have had aheart attack. But his care
team soon diagnosed it was aortic
stenosis, a condition in which the
aorticvalve narrows, preventingthe
normal flow of blood away from the
heart. Smith was treated that night
with a tiny wire that inflates like a
balloon to reopen the valve and a
small implanted defibrillator de-
signed to detect any future cardiac
arrest or arrhythmia, the surgeon
said.

“We stabilized him with the bal-
loon, but that did not solve the prob-
lem,” MacGillivray said. “That was
kind of like throwing someone a life
jacket.”

Looking for ‘John Doe’

A block away from where Smith
had collapsed, the general’s wife,
Patrisha, had been waiting outside
for a delivery at the Home of the
Commandants, the venerable resi-
dence where the top Marine Corps
general lives. She could see an am-
bulance in the distance, she re-
called.

“Ijust remember thinking to my-
self,‘Oh, they’ve got theirlightson so
they’re transporting somebody,” ”
shesaid. “Little did Tknowthatitwas
Ericin the back of that ambulance.”

For a while, she thought that
maybe her husband had stopped to
talk to Marines. But as minutes
turned to hours, she began to worry.
She and the general’s staff urgently
sought to track him down, visiting
two hospitals where unnamed pa-
tients—listed as “John Does”—had
been admitted. Smith was carrying
a government ID, his wife said, but

in the commotion to save his life, it
had been missed. They found him at
the second hospital.

PatrishaSmith, hervoice thicken-
ing, said she did not initially realize
how critical the situation was. She is
grateful thatthe nurses who allowed
her to stay with her husband that
night in the intensive care unit did
not overwhelm her with details.

“They might have thought that he
wasn’t going to make it,” she said.
“But they didn’t relay that to me.
And I appreciate that because it
gave me hope.”

‘We saved America’

Once the paramedics took over,
the Lal.ondes continued on to Joyc-
e’s home. Three of them had blood
on their clothes, she said, from hav-
ing attempted to ensure the gener-
al’s injured mouth was clear of ob-
structions. The situation had been
intense, and she doubled back to the
scene about 20 minutes later, pro-
viding her contact information to
authorities in case it would be help-
ful.

The family’s first hint that the pa-
tient was someone of prominence
came a few hours later. While at-
tending a concert by the singer
Kesha, Joycereceived acall froman
agent with the Naval Criminal In-
vestigative Service who wanted to
know more about the incident, she
said.

Twodayslater, on Oct. 31, the Ma-
rine Corps disclosed that Smith had
been hospitalized with a health
emergency. D.C. officials linked the
situation with the cardiac arrest
case that the LalLondes had been in-
volved in, catching the attention of
the first responders who were in-
volved.

O’Byrne, the paramedic who had
intubated Smith, said she was sent a
photograph of Smith and asked if it
was the person she had helped. His
bright blue eyes were unmistaka-
ble, she said.

“My actual comment was, ‘Holy
s---, we saved America!’ ” she said.
“Thatbecame how I told Firefighter
Crowell ... ‘Hey, guess what: We
saved America!’”

Crowell, who has since moved
back to his hometown of Syracuse,
N.Y., said the incident underscores
the unique nature of working emer-
gency callsin D.C.

“You never know,” Crowell said,
“who the John Doe turns out to be.”

‘Pl bounce back’

Smith awoke in the hospital last
fall remembering he had gone for a
run, but nothing after, he said. He
was frustrated with the discomfort
of his breathing tube, whose pres-
ence damaged his vocal cords,and a
couple of teeth had been knocked
out and his face was scraped from
his fall.

“Like all good Marines,” Smith
joked, “I was complaining about my
care.”

The seriousness of the situation

soon became clear. While the gener-
al had survived cardiac arrest, he
stillhad an aortic bicuspid valve that
had failed. The condition, said Mac-
Gillivray, is congenital and meant
that Smith’s aortic valve had only
two parts, or “leaflets,” pumping
blood away from the heart, rather
than the customary three.

Valve replacement surgery is
common, but often it occurs after a
patient experiences chest pain, fa-
tigue and other less severe symp-
toms that prompt treatment. Smith
told MacGillivray that he had been
aware of his condition, the doctor
said,buthehadlived withitforyears
without issue and could run three
miles in about 18 minutes.

The surgeon also was concerned
about how Smith’s extended emer-
gency and lack of oxygen might af-
fect other parts of his body. Smith
initially had some abnormal kidney
tests, MacGillivray said, but they
improved quickly. The general’s
overall physical fitness assisted in
hisrecovery, the doctor said, though
he required time to heal from the
trauma of his resuscitation before
undergoing open-heart surgery.

As his recuperation continued,
Smith decided he alsoneeded torec-
ord a message to show the Marines
that he was OK. On Nov. 21, about
three weeks after his cardiac arrest,
he made a brief video thanking the
Marines for their support. Smith
wished them ahappy Thanksgiving,
and vowed he would be back.

“It’s not the first time I’'ve been
knocked down,” he told them, peer-
ing at the camera in his green cam-
ouflage uniform. “When I was shot
in 2004, I bounced back from that,
and I’ll bounce back from this.”

On Jan. 8, Smith underwent sur-
gery to have MacGillivray install a
mechanical replacement valve. The
procedure, the surgeon said, was a
success, and Smith stepped back in-
to his role as commandant without
any physical restrictions. The gen-
eral is back to weightlifting a few
times per week, he said, with the
tick-tick-tick of his mechanical
valve an audible reminder of how
far he has come.

Smith said that while he saw his
“fair share of combat” in Iraq and
Afghanistan, the situation in D.C.
last fall was different because he
didn’t see it as a possibility.

“My mission that day was just to
run three miles — just doing my fit-
ness routine,” Smith said. “It’s very
different having that happen and
having to rely on so many people to
get you healthy again.”

Smith said Thursday that meet-
inghisrescuersforthefirsttime was
“very strange and very rewarding.”
Heandhis wife decidedtheyneeded
to do something to recognize those
involved, he said, and hope it under-
scores the value of CPR training.

“If Mr. LaLonde had not been a
CPR-certified instructor,” the gen-
eral said, “I would not be standing
here today.”
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Israeli forces push into Rafah, return to north

By WAFAA SHURAFA,
JosEPH KrAuUss AND SAMY MAGDY
Associated Press

RAFAH, Gaza Strip — Israeli forces were
battling Palestinian militants across the Gaza
Strip on Sunday, including in parts of the dev-
astated north that the military said it had
cleared months ago, where Hamas has ex-
ploited a security vacuum to regroup.

Israel has portrayed the southern Gaza city
of Rafah as Hamas’ last stronghold, saying it
must invade in order to succeed in its goals of
dismantling the group and returning scores of
hostages. A limited operation there has ex-
panded in recent days, forcing some 300,000
people to flee and drawing warnings from
Egypt, where an official said it is putting the
country’s decades-old peace treaty with Israel
atrisk.

But the rest of the war-ravaged territory
seems to provide ample opportunities for Ha-
mas. Israel has yet to offer a detailed plan for
postwar governance in Gaza, saying only that
it will maintain open-ended security control
over the coastal enclave, which is home to
some 2.3 million Palestinians.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
rejected postwar plans proposed by the Unit-
ed States for the Palestinian Authority, which
administers partsofthe Israeli-occupied West
Bank, to govern Gaza with support from Arab
and Muslim countries. Those plans depend on
progress toward the creation of a Palestinian
state, something to which Netanyahu’s gov-
ernment is deeply opposed.

With the two close allies divided, Gaza has
been left without a functioning government,
leading to a breakdown in public order and al-
lowing Hamas toreconstituteitselfineventhe
hardest-hit areas.

The war began when Hamas and other mil-
itants attacked southern Israel on Oct. 7, kill-
ing around 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and
taking another 250 hostage. They still hold
about 100 captives and the remains of more

TsAFRIR ABAYOV/AP

Israeli tanks move near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, on
Sunday. A limited Israeli military operation in the southern Gaza city of Rafah has
expanded in recent days, forcing some 300,000 people to flee.

than 30, and internationally mediated talks
overacease-fireand hostage release appearto
be at a standstill.

Israel’s air,land and sea offensive haskilled
more than 35,000 Palestinians, mostly women
and children, according to Gaza’s Health Min-
istry, which doesn’t distinguish between civil-
ians and combatants in its figures. Israel says
ithaskilled over13,000 militants, without pro-
viding evidence.

Palestinians reported heavy Israeli bom-
bardment overnight in the urban Jabaliya ref-
ugee camp and otherareasin the northern Ga-
za Strip, which has suffered widespread dev-
astation and been largely isolated by Israeli
forces for months. U.N. officials say there is a
“full-blown famine” there.

Residents said Israeli warplanes and artil-

lery struck across the camp and the Zeitoun
areaeast of Gaza City, where troops have been
battling Palestinian militants for over a week.
They have called on tens of thousands of peo-
ple torelocate to nearby areas.

“It was a very difficult night,” said Abdel-
Kareem Radwan, a 48-year-old Palestinian
fromJabaliya. He said they could hearintense
and constant bombing since midday Satur-
day. “Thisis madness.”

First responders with the Palestinian Civil
Defense said they were unable to respond to
multiple calls for help from both areas, as well
as from Rafah.

Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, the top Israeli
military spokesman, said thatinadditiontoJa-
baliya and Zeitoun, forces were also operating
in Beit Lahiya and Beit Hanoun. The two

townsnear Gaza’snorthern border with Israel
were heavily bombed in the opening days of
the war.

The military “is now going into Jabaliya for
the second time and into Zeitoun for the third
time, and it will continue to go in and out,” co-
lumnist Ben Caspit wrote in Israel’s Maariv
daily, channeling the growing frustration felt
by many Israelis more than seven monthsinto
the war.

“Hamas’ regime cannot be toppled without
preparing an alternative to that regime,” he
wrote, drawing comparisons with the Ameri-
can wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. “The only
people who can govern Gaza after the war are
Gazans, with alot of support and help from the
outside.”

The United Nations’ agency for Palestinian
refugees, the main provider of aid in Gaza,
said 300,000 people have fled Rafah since the
operationbeganthere. Mostare headingtothe
heavily damaged nearby city of Khan Younis
or Mawasi, a crowded tent camp on the coast
where some 450,000 people are already living
in squalid conditions.

Rafah was sheltering some 1.3 million Pal-
estinians before the Israeli operation began,
most of whom had fled fighting elsewhere in
the territory.

Israel has now evacuated the eastern third
of Rafah, and Hagari said dozens of militants
had been killed there as “targeted operations
continued.” The United Nations has warned
that a planned full-scale Rafah invasion would
further cripple humanitarian operations and
cause a surge in civilian deaths.

Rafah borders Egypt near the main aid en-
try points, which are already affected. Israeli
troops have captured the Gaza side of the Ra-
fah crossing, forcing it to shut down. Egypthas
refused to coordinate with Israel on the deliv-
ery of aid though the crossing because of “the
unacceptable Israeli escalation,” the state-
owned Al Qahera News television channel re-
ported, citing an unnamed official.

US report not definitive on whether Israel violated humanitarian law

The Washington Post

The Biden administration announced Fri-
day that it was “reasonable to assess” that Is-
rael violated international law using U.S.
weaponsinits military campaignin Gaza,but
found there was insufficient information to
draw a firm conclusion in any specific in-
stances, meaning American military aid
could continue to flow to the country.

The findings were contained in a convolut-
ed 46-page unclassified report that President
Joe Biden ordered this year in response to
growing alarm from Democrats in Congress
about Israel’s conductin the conflict. Despite
clear internal concerns that U.S. weapons
may have been used in war crimes, the report
concluded that assurances provided by Is-
raelthatitisnotviolating U.S. orinternational
law were credible, a finding at odds with as-
sessments made by the United Nations and
major international aid groups.

The report also said that Israeli “action or
inaction ... contributed significantly” to the
insufficient flow of food and other critical aid
to Palestinian civilians. While it cited im-
provements in recent weeks, the assessment
predated the shutdown of aid flows into
southern Gazalast week asIsrael began an of-
fensive in and around the city of Rafah.

Sen. Chris Van Hollen, D-Md., whose pro-

posedlegislation propelled Bidentoorderthe
report, accused the administration Friday of
failing “to do the hard work of making an as-
sessment and duck[ing] the ultimate ques-
tions” that it was expected to answer. Van
Hollen — who said he was dismayed by the
relatively small number of incidents consi-
deredinthereportand who described the ad-
ministration’s evaluation of whether U.S.
weapons have been involved in violations of
international law as “woefully inadequate”
— also noted the report’s many contradic-
tions.

Many Republicans dismissed the entire
discussion as a distraction, though they ap-
peared to embrace the bottom line that aid
would continue to flow to Israel.

The report “serves no purpose other than
to provide political cover to the president
with his base,” House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee Chairman Michael McCaul, R-Texas,
said in a statement. “This self-imposed re-
portingrequirementis wholly redundantand
unnecessary, and only contributes to politi-
cally-motivated anti-Israel sentiment.”

The report said it was “reasonable to as-
sess” that U.S. defense articles “have been
used by Israeli security forces since October
7 in instances inconsistent” with its interna-
tional humanitarian law obligations “or with

established best practices,” according to an
executive summary of the report.

The current hostilities trace to that date in
the fall, when Hamas militants led a cross-
borderattack into Israel thatkilled1,200. The
Palestinian death toll is nearing 35,000, ac-
cording tolocal health authorities, who donot
distinguish between combatants and civil-
ians but note that most of the dead are women
and children.

Israel has taken “some steps” to mitigate
harm to civilians, and has the “knowledge”
and the “tools” to do so, the report said. But
“theresultsonthe ground,includinghighlev-
els of civilian casualties, raise substantial
questions as to whether the [Israel Defense
Forces]isusing them effectivelyinall cases.”

The finding allows the continued supply of
military assistance to Israel, even as Biden
has criticized it for the war’s staggering Pal-
estinian deathtoll,and the administration has
come under pressure to restrict the flow of
American weapons.

Bidenrecently paused the transfer of some
bombs and precision guidance Kits as Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
pushed ahead with the invasion of Rafah, and
shut down the border crossing between
Egypt and Gaza that is the primary entry
point for humanitarian assistance. As tanks

have rolled into Rafah, Biden has threatened
further suspension of U.S. arms transfers if
Israel mounts a full-scale ground invasion in-
to the city, where roughly half the population
has sought refuge. The head of the U.S. Agen-
cy for International Development, Samantha
Power, and other humanitarian leaders have
also warned of a spreading famine in Gaza.

Even as it questioned whether Israel has
complied with international law, the report
noted that Israel “has had to confront an ex-
traordinary military challenge” and that Ha-
mas has used the civilian population “as hu-
man shields.”

Despite Biden’s criticism and assurances
thatthe administration will continue toassess
Israel’s activities, Friday’s decision amounts
toastamp of approval on thelegality of Israeli
actions in Gaza, in the face of what critics say
is a war that has made little effort to distin-
guishinnocent Palestinian civilians from Ha-
mas fighters. Aid groups say thousands of
children have been orphaned, and the United
Nations has warned that much of Gaza’s pop-
ulation is on the brink of starvation.

Some of Biden’s critics—including former
members of his own administration — say
thereislittle question that there have been vi-
olations of international human rights stan-
dardsand U.S.laws.
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Cohen brings challenge in hush money trial

By JENNIFER PELTZ
AND ERric TUCKER
Associated Press

NEW YORK — He once said he
would take a bullet for Donald
Trump. Now Michael Cohen is
prosecutors’ biggest piece of legal
ammunition in the former presi-
dent’s hush money trial.

But if Trump’s fixer-turned-foe
is poised to offer jurors this week
an insider’s view of the dealings at
the heart of prosecutors’ case, he
also is as challenging a star wit-
ness as they come.

There is his tortured history
with Trump, for whom he served
as personal attorney and problem-
zapper until his practices came
under federal investigation. That
led to felony convictions and pris-
on for Cohen but no charges
against Trump, by then in the
White House.

Cohen, who is expected to take
the stand Monday, can address the
jury as someone who has reck-
oned frankly with his own mis-
deeds and paid for them with his
liberty. But jurors likely also will
learn that the now-disbarred law-
yer has not only pleaded guilty to
lying to Congress and a bank, but
recently asserted, under oath, that
he wasn’t truthful even in admit-

Yuki lwamura/AP

Michael Cohen, former attorney to Donald Trump, leaves the District
Attorney's office in New York, on March 13, 2023.

ting to some of those falsehoods.
And there is Cohen’s new perso-
na — and podcast, books, and so-
cial media posts — as a relentless
and sometimes crude Trump crit-

ic.

As Trump’s trial opened, prose-
cutors took pains to portray Cohen
as just one piece of their evidence
against Trump, telling jurors that

corroboration would come via oth-
er witnesses, documents and the
ex-president’s own recorded
words. But Trump and his lawyers
have assailed Cohen as an admit-
ted liar and criminal who now
makes aliving off tearing down his
former boss.

“What the defense is going to
want the jury to focus on is the fact
that he’s a liar” with a blemished
past and a tetchy streak, said Ri-
chard Serafini, a Florida criminal
defense lawyer and former feder-
al and Manhattan prosecutor.

“What the prosecution is going
to want to focus on is ‘everything
he says is corroborated — you
don’t have to like him,”” Serafini
added. “And No. 2, this is the guy
Trump chose.”

In testimony, he will need to ex-
plain his prior disavowals of key
aspects of the hush money arran-
gements and to convince jurors
that this time he is telling the
truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth.

Still in the Trump fold when the
Daniels deal came to light, he ini-
tially told The New York Times
that he had not been reimbursed,
later acknowledging repayment
— as did Trump, who had previ-
ously said he did not even know

about the Daniels payout.

Then, in the course of two feder-
al guilty pleas, Cohen admitted to
tax evasion, orchestrating illegal
campaign contributions in the
form of hush money payments,
and lying to Congress about his
work on a possible Trump real es-
tate project in Moscow. He also
pleaded guilty to signing off on a
home equity loan application that
understated his financial liabili-
ties.

While many types of convic-
tions may be used to question a
witness’ credibility, when crimes
involve dishonesty, “there’s a
treasure trove of stuff there for a
cross-examiner,” Serafini said.

To Jeremy Saland, a New York
criminal defense lawyer and for-
mer Manhattan prosecutor, Co-
hen’s background is not such a
hurdle for prosecutors.

“Where Cohen has the problem
is: He doesn’t shut his trap,” Sa-
land said. “He just constantly
takes shots at his own credibility.”

Prosecutors will need to per-
suade Cohen to be forthright, ac-
knowledge his past wrongdoing
and rein in his freewheeling com-
mentary, Saland said, or the case
can become “the Michael Cohen
show.”

Local governments are
struggling to distribute
opioid settlement funds

By GEOFF MULVIHILL
Associated Press

Settlement money to help stem
the decadeslong opioid addiction
and overdose epidemic is rolling
out to small towns and big cities
across the U.S., but advocates
worry that chunks of it may be
used in ways that don't make a
dent in the crisis.

As state and local governments
navigate how to use the money,
advocates say local governments
may not have the bandwidth to
take the right steps to identify
their communities’ needs and di-
rect their funding shares to pro-
jects that use proven methods to
prevent deaths.

Opioids have been linked to
about 800,000 deaths in the U.S.
since 1999, including more than
80,000 annually in recent years,
with most of those involving illic-
itly produced fentanyl.

Drugmakers, wholesalers and
pharmacies have been involved in
more than 100 settlements of
opioid-related lawsuits with state,
local and Native American tribal
governments over the past dec-
ade.

The deals, some not yet final-
ized, could be worth a total of more
than $50 billion over nearly two

decades and also come with re-
quirements for better monitoring
of prescriptions and making com-
pany documents public.

States alone fought the tobacco
industry in the 1990s and they
used only a sliver of the money
from the resulting settlements on
tobacco-related efforts.

“We don’t want to be 10 years
down the road and say, ‘After we
screwed up tobacco, we trusted
small government with opioids —
and we did even worse,”” said Paul
Farrell, Jr., one of the lead lawyers
representing local governments
in the opioid suits.

He notes that with settlement
money rolling out for at least 14
more years, there’s time for towns
to use it appropriately, and re-
sources to help.

The goal, experts say, is to help
those who are taking opioids to get
treatment, to make it less likely
people who use drugs will over-
dose and to create an environment
for people not to take them in the
first place.

For many, it’s personal.

Suzanne Harrison and her fam-
ily launched a nonprofit dedicated
to getting New Jersey residents
access to treatment and recovery
programs after her brother and

.
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MAT1T ROURKE/AP
Suzanne Harrison, who runs
King’s Crusade in honor of her
brother who died of an overdose
in 2016 poses in Evesham, N.J.,
on April 2.

Navy veteran, King Shaffer Jr.,
died from a fentanyl and heroin
overdose in 2016, days before he
was scheduled to try another
treatment program.

At the time, he was staying with
a sister who lived in Moorestown,
N.J.

That town's administration de-
cided to hand its portion of settle-
ment money over to Burlington
County, which has used settle-
ment funds to distribute an over-
dose antidote and run camps for
kids affected by addiction.

The major opioid settlements,
which include deals with Wal-
green Co., CVS Health, Walmart,
Johnson & Johnson and one with
OxyContin maker Purdue Phar-
ma thatis before the U.S. Supreme
Court, require that most of the
funds be used to combat the crisis.

Small pro-Palestinian
protests rally as college
commencements held

By Susan HaiGgH
Associated Press

Small pro-Palestinian protests
popped up sporadically Saturday
as colleges and universities from
North Carolina to California held
commencement ceremonies, in-
cluding dozens of graduating stu-
dents at Virginia Commonwealth
University who walked out on an
address by Gov. Glenn Youngkin.

While some of the estimated 100
students and family members who
left during the Republican gover-
nor’s speech showed support for
Palestinians, others held signs sig-
naling opposition to Youngkin’s
policies on education, according to
WRIC-TV.

At the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, a small group of demon-
strators staged what appeared to
be a silent protest during com-
mencement at Camp Randall Sta-
dium. A photo posted by the Wis-
consin State Journal showed
about six people walking through
the rear of the stadium, with two
carrying a Palestinian flag.

Marc Lovicott, a spokesperson
for campus police, said the group,
which he believed were students
because they were wearing caps
and gowns, “was kind of guided
out but they left on their own.” No

arrests were made.

At the University of North Car-
olina, Chapel Hill, pro-Palestinian
demonstrators splattered red
paint on the steps of a building
hours ahead of the school’s com-
mencement ceremony and chant-
ed on campus while students
wearing light blue graduation
gowns posed for photos, the News
& Observer reported. At the Uni-
versity of Texas, Austin, a student
held up a Palestinian flag during a
commencement ceremony and
refused to leave the stage briefly
before being escorted away by se-
curity.

And at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, a small group of
pro-Palestinian ~ demonstrators
began waving flags and chanting
during commencement and were
escorted to the back of the stadi-
um, where they were joined by
others, according to the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle. There were no
major counterprotests, but some
attendees voiced frustration.

“I feel like they’re ruining it for
those of us who paid for tickets and
came to show our pride for our
graduates,” said Annie Ramos,
whose daughter is a student.
“There’s a time and a place, and
this is not it.”
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President Joe Biden speaks in Wilmington, N.C., on May 2.

Biden often reminds voters
of Trump’s record, agenda

Associated Press

SEATTLE — President Joe Bi-
den is running for reelection on a
record and an agenda — often Do-
nald Trump’s.

In a hotel ballroom in Seattle, at
fancy homes in California and at
stops in Illinois and Wisconsin over
the past week, Biden has been bet-
ting that reminding voters about
Trump’s presidency and highlight-
inghis Republicanopponent’slatest
campaign statements will work to
the Democrat’s advantage.

At a Seattle fundraiser Friday
night, Biden brought up Trump’s
recent interview with Time maga-
zine in which he said states should
belefttodetermine whethertopros-
ecute women for abortions or to
monitor their pregnancies.

“I really urge you to read it,” Bi-
densaid.

Biden, who headlined another
Seattle fundraiser Saturday before
returning to the East Coast, has
plenty of other Trump material to
draw from, too.

The president has highlighted
how Trump has promised, if elect-

ed, to be “a dictator on Day 1”, how
he has suggested the United States
would not necessarily defend allies
from aggression and how he has
pledged to ‘“totally obliterate the
deep state” in the federal bureau-
cracy, which he blames for blocking
his first-term agenda.

“And he said a whole lot more,”
Biden said during a Chicago ap-
pearance. “But the bad news is he
means whathe says. He means what
he says. Unless you think I'm kid-
ding, just think back to the 6th of
January. This guy means what he
says,”’ referringtotheriotatthe U.S.
Capitol on Jan. 6,2021.

Biden and his allies think the
country needs reminding about
Trump’s tenure and his outlandish
and often concerning statements,
particularly because the Republi-
canisnolongerubiquitouson X, for-
merly Twitter, nor is he in front of
television cameras as often as he
once was.

“Chaos is nothing new for
Trump,” Biden said in Chicago.
“His presidency was chaos. Trump
is trying to make the — the country

DaviD YEAZELL/AP

forget about the dark and unsettling
things that he did when he was pres-
ident. Well, we’re going to not let
them forget.”

Biden’s strategy is a gamble. Vot-
ersare divided in their views of both
men’s presidencies.

An April poll from The Associat-
ed Press-NORC Center for Public
Affairs Research found that nearly
half thought Trump’s presidency
hurt the country on voting rights
and election security, relations with
foreign countries, abortionlaws and
climate change. But more than half
of U.S. adults thought Biden’s presi-
dency hurtthe country on cost of liv-
ing and immigration.

For all his criticism of Trump, Bi-
den does get around to talking about
his agenda and accomplishments.
He tells supporters about his work
to boost the economy and to bring
the country out of the pandemic. He
discusses his support for abortion
rights even as he highlights how
Trump has taken credit forthe over-
turning of Roe v. Wade in part be-
cause of his Supreme Court nomi-
nations.

Debt tops $34T as
efforts to address
it seem to he dead

By KEviN FREKING
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — For Mike
Johnson it was effectively a Day 1
priority.

I’s well past time, the newly
elected House speaker said in Octo-
ber, to establish a bipartisan com-
mission to tackle the federal gov-
ernment’s growing $34.6 trillion in
debt. “The consequencesifwe don’t
act now are unbearable,” he said,
echoing warnings from his prede-
cessor and other House Republi-
cans.

More than six months later, the
proposal appears all but
dead, extinguished by vo-
cal opposition from both
the right and the left.

The collapse under-
scores an unyielding dy-
namic in Washington, with
lawmakers in both parties
loath to consider the un-
popular tradeoffs that
would be necessary to stem the na-
tion’s swelling tide of red ink — par-
ticularly in an election year. Facing
the reality that any fiscal commis-
sion would almost certainly suggest
that Americans pay more or getless
from their government, lawmakers
have time and again done what they
do so well: punt the problem to the
next Congress. And they seem
poised to do so again.

Many Democrats and left-lean-
ing advocacy groups oppose the
commission because they fear it
would recommend cutstoSocial Se-
curity benefits. Some Republicans
and right-leaning groups are
against it as well, fearing the panel
would recommend tax increases.
They’ve labeled the commission a
“tax trap.”

“m disappointed that we
haven’tgotas much momentumasI
thought we would,” said Rep. Jodey
Arrington, the Republican chair-
man of the House Budget Commit-

Johnson

tee. “The speaker supported it, en-
dorsed it from the outset. ButIthink
there are some outside groups that
have weighed in, that have said that
thisis abackdoor way to raise taxes,
and it scared some of my Republi-
can colleagues.”

Sen.Joe Manchin, D-W.Va.,spon-
sor of the debt commission billinthe
Senate, was even more pessimistic.

“No one seems to care,” Manchin
said. “It’s a shame, $34.6 trillion in
debt. No one cares about it.”

The debt commission legislation,
modeled after previous efforts,
would create a 16-member panel to
recommend steps that
could be taken to balance
the federal budget at the
earliest reasonable date
and improve the long-term
fiscal health of Medicare
and Social Security. The
commission would have 16
members — 12 from Con-
gress, evenly divided by
party, and four outside experts
without voting power. The GOP-
controlled House Budget Commit-
tee advanced the bill in a 22-12 vote.

The fiscal realities that would
face any commission are well docu-
mented and center to alarge extent
on Social Security and Medicare,
which consume an ever-growing
share of the federal budget, and in-
terest payments on the nation’s
debt.

For Social Security, the reserves
for the The Old-Age and Survivors
Insurance Trust Fund will run out
in 2033. At that point, the program
will have enough tax revenue com-
inginto pay about 79% of scheduled
benefits. For Medicare, the trust
fund covering inpatient hospital
stays, hospice care and stays at
skilled nursing facilities has suffi-
cient funds to pay full benefits until
2036. At that point, 11% spending
cuts would be required to match in-
coming revenue.

US consumer sentiment at 6-month low on inflation, unemployment fears

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON—U.S. consum-
er sentiment fell sharply in May to
the lowest level in six months as
Americans cited stubbornly high
inflation and interest rates, as well
as fears that unemployment could
rise.

The University of Michigan’s
consumer sentiment index, re-
leased Friday in a preliminary ver-
sion, dropped to 67.4 this month
from afinalreading of 77.2in April.

May’s reading is still about 14%
higherthan ayear ago. Consumers’
outlook has generally been gloomy
since the pandemic and particular-
ly afterinflation firstspikedin 2021.

Consumer spending is a crucial
driver of growth. Sour sentiment
about the economy is also weighing
on PresidentJoe Biden’sreelection
bid.

Still, consumer confidence sur-
veys have not always been reliable
guides to actual spending, econo-
mists note.

“Perceptions don’t always
match reality and we think the fun-
damental backdrop remains
strong enough to keep consumers
spending,” said Oren Klachkin, an
economist at Nationwide Finan-
cial, in a research note. “Rising in-
comes offer a healthy offset and
will prevent consumer outlays
from retrenching on a sustained
basis.”

In the first three months of this
year, consumer spending stayed
strong even as growth slowed, like-

ly fueled largely by upper-income
earners with significant wealth
gainsintheirhomes and stock port-
folios. The unemployment rateis at
a historically low 3.9%, which has
forced many companies to offer
higher pay to find and keep work-
ers.

Consumer price increases have
been stuck at an elevated level this
year, after a sharp drop last year
from a peak of 9.1% in June 2022 to
3% a year later. In March, prices
rose 3.5% compared with a year

ago, up from 3.2% in the previous
month. Federal Reserve officials
have underscored this month that
they will likely keep their bench-
mark interest rate ata 23-year high
foraslong asneededto getinflation
back to their 2% target.

The consumer sentiment survey
found that Americans expect infla-
tion will stay higher over the next
year at 3.5%. Before the pandemic,
consumers typically expected in-
flation ayear ahead would be below
3%.
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Solar storm puts on brilliant light show

By ToMm KRISHER,
JosH Funk
AND MARcIA DUNN
Associated Press

A powerful solar storm put on
an amazing skyward light show
across the globe Friday night but
has caused what appeared to be
only minor disruptions to the elec-
tric power grid, communications
and satellite positioning systems.

The U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration said
extreme geomagnetic storm con-
ditions continued Saturday, and
there were preliminary reports of
power grid irregularities, degra-
dation of high-frequency commu-
nications and global positioning
systems.

But the Federal Emergency
Management Agency said that, so
far, no FEMA region had reported
any significant impact from the
storms. The U.S. Department of
Energy said Saturday it is not
aware of any impact from the
storms on electric customers.

NOAA predicted that strong
flares would continue through at
least Sunday, and a spokeswoman
said via email that the agency’s
Space Weather Prediction Center
had prepared well for the storm.

On Saturday morning, SpaceX’s

JENNY KANE/AP

People look at the night sky toward the northern lights, or Aurora Borealis, on Friday, in Estacada, Ore.

Starlink satellite internet service
said on its website that service had
been degraded and its team was
investigating. CEO Elon Musk
wrote on the social platform X
overnight that its satellites were
“under a lot of pressure, but hold-
ing up so far.”

Brilliant purple, green, yellow

and pink hues of the northern
lights were reported worldwide,
with sightings in Germany, Swit-
zerland, China, England, Spain
and elsewhere.

In the U.S,, Friday’s solar storm
pushed the lights much farther
south than normal.

The Miami office of the National

Weather Service confirmed sight-
ings in the areas of Fort Lauder-
dale and Fort Myers, Fla. Meteo-
rologist Nick Carr said another
forecaster who lives near Fort
Lauderdale photographed the
lights and was familiar with them
because he previously lived in
Alaska.

People in Kansas, Nebraska, Io-
wa, Michigan, Minnesota and oth-
er Midwestern states were able to
capture photos of bright colors
along the horizon.

With the solar storm persisting
through the weekend, Saturday
night offered another chance for
many to see the spectacle.

NOAA issued a rare severe geo-
magnetic storm warning when a
solar outburst reached Earth on
Friday afternoon, hours sooner
than anticipated.

The agency alerted operators of
power plants and orbiting space-
craft, as well as FEMA, to take
precautions.

“For most people here on planet
Earth, they won’t have to do any-
thing,” said Rob Steenburgh, a sci-
entist with NOAA’s Space Weath-
er Prediction Center.

“That’s really the gift from
space weather: the aurora,”
Steenburgh said. He and his col-
leagues said the best views may
come from phone cameras, which
are better at capturing light than
the naked eye.

Snap a picture of the sky, and
“there might be actually a nice lit-
tle treat there for you,” said Mike
Bettwy, operations chief for the
prediction center.

Kid-friendly visitation room added
to Rikers ahead of Mother’s Day

By TED SHAFFREY
Associated Press

NEW YORK —It’s probably the
last place a mom wants to spend
Mother’s Day with her kids. But a
family visiting space at New York
City’s notorious Rikers Island jail
complex is a little more Kkid-
friendly after a colorful redesign
by the Children’s Museum of
Manhattan.

The jail opened the new pre-
school play and learning room for
the children and grandchildren of
female prisoners Tuesday, a few
days ahead of the Sunday holiday.

“Mother’s Day means every-
thing to me,” said Rikers inmate
Nadine Leach, 43, as she watched
her 3-year-old granddaughter,
Queen, excitedly explore the
sound machines, coloring books
and toys.

Leach’s daughter Lashawna
Jones, 27, said the play installation
is beautiful compared with her
last visit. Before, it was a mostly
bare room, with a few books.
Jones said the design focused her
children’s attention on imagina-
tive play, instead of their grand-
mother being in jail and awaiting
trial on a felony drug charge.

“It makes me sad that she’s not
actually home with us for Moth-
er’s Day. Because I feel like a little

Tep SHAFFREY/AP

Inmate Nadine Leach, 43, right, visits with her grandchildren and

daughter Lashawna Jones, 27, in the newly opened preschool play
and learn visitation hub in the Rose M. Singer Center at the Rikers
Island jail complex in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday.

sad coming here to visit her here
because I'm used to having her
physically home with us. Like,
right now, I'm being a big girl; ’'m
holding my tears back,” Jones
said.

To get to the facility, families
take a bus, go through security
and drug screenings, and pass by
walls with six layers of razor wire.
Outside the new play center, a sign
on blue cinder block reads, “In-
mates are permitted to hold their
children during the visit.”

Lynelle Maginley-Liddie, com-

missioner of the New York City
Department of Correction, cut a
giant green ceremonial ribbon to
open the room.

“We want mothers to have in-
teractions with their kids,” Magin-
ley-Liddie said. “You know, being
incarcerated can be very difficult.
It can be difficult on the children.
It can be difficult on the moms.
And it’s important for them to
have those connections even while
they’re in our care, so when they
are released, that bond has been
sustained during incarceration.”

First person to receive
genetically modified pig
kidney transplant dies

Associated Press

BOSTON — The first recipient
of a genetically modified pig kid-
ney transplant has died nearly two
months after he underwent the
procedure, his family and the hos-
pital that performed the surgery
said Saturday.

Richard “Rick” Slayman had
the transplant at Massachusetts
General Hospital in March at the
age of 62. Surgeons said they be-
lieved the pig kidney would last
for at least two years.

The transplant team at Massa-
chusetts General Hospital said in
a statement it was deeply sad-
dened by Slayman's passing and
offered condolences to his family.
They said they didn't have any in-
dication that he died as a result of
the transplant.

The Weymouth, Mass., man was
the first living person to have the
procedure. Previously, pig kid-
neys had been temporarily trans-
planted into brain-dead donors.
Two men received heart trans-
plants from pigs, although both
died within months.

Slayman had a kidney trans-
plant at the hospital in 2018, but he
had to go back on dialysis last year
when it showed signs of failure.

When dialysis complications
arose requiring frequent proce-
dures, his doctors suggested a pig
kidney transplant.

In a statement, Slayman's fam-
ily thanked his doctors.

“Their enormous efforts leading
the xenotransplant gave our fam-
ily seven more weeks with Rick,
and our memories made during
that time will remain in our minds
and hearts,” the statement said.

They said Slayman underwent
the surgery in part to provide hope
for the thousands of people who
need a transplant to survive.

“Rick accomplished that goal
and his hope and optimism will en-
dure forever,” the statement said.

Xenotransplantation refers to
healing human patients with cells,
tissues or organs from animals.
Such efforts long failed because
the human immune system imme-
diately destroyed foreign animal
tissue. Recent attempts have in-
volved pigs that have been modi-
fied so their organs are more hu-
manlike.

More than 100,000 people are on
the national waiting list for a
transplant, most of them kidney
patients, and thousands die every
year before their turn comes.
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Civilians flee northeast Ukraine
amid Russia’s renewed assault

Associated Press

VILCHA, Ukraine — Thou-
sands more civilians have fled
Russia’s renewed ground offen-
sive in Ukraine’s northeast that
has targeted towns and villages
with a barrage of artillery and
mortar fire, officials said Sunday.

The intense battles have forced
atleast one Ukrainian unit to with-
draw in the Kharkiv region, capit-
ulating more land to Russian forc-
es across less defended settle-
ments in the so-called contested
“gray zone” along the Russian

border.

By Sunday afternoon, the town
of Vovchansk, with a prewar pop-
ulation of 17,000, emerged as a fo-
cal point in the battle. Volodymyr
Tymoshko, the head of the Khar-
kiv regional police, said Russian
forces were in the outskirts of the
town and approaching from three
directions.

Atleast 4,000 civilians have fled
the Kharkiv region since Friday,
when Moscow’s forces launched
the operation, Gov. Oleh Syniehu-
bov said on a social media. Heavy

fighting raged Sunday along the
northeast front line, where Rus-
sian forces attacked 27 settle-
ments in the past 24 hours, he said.

The Russian Defense Ministry
said Saturday that Moscow’s forc-
es had captured five villages on
the border of Ukraine’s Kharkiv
region and Russia. These areas
were likely poorly fortified due to
the dynamic fighting and constant
heavy shelling, easing a Russian
advance.

Ukraine’s leadership has not
confirmed Moscow’s gains.

AHN Youuc-:oou/AP

Lotus Lantern Festival

Buddhists walk past lanterns during the Lotus Lantern Festival, ahead
of the birthday of Buddha at Dongguk University in Seoul, South
Korea, on Saturday. Despite rain in the forecast, organizers expected
a turnout of around 50,000 people. The festival aims to spread the
enlightenment of the founder of Buddhism all over the world.

Flash floods sweeps through north Afghanistan, hundreds dead, missing

Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — Shopkeeper
Nazer Mohammad ran home as
soon as he heard about flash floods
crashing into the outskirts of a
provincial capital in northern Af-
ghanistan. By the time he got
there, there was nothing left, in-

cluding his family of five.
“Everything happened just all
of a sudden. I came home, but
there was no home there, instead I
saw all the neighborhood covered
by mud and water,” said Moham-
mad. 48. He said that he buried his
wife and two sons aged 15 and 8

years, but he’s still looking for two
daughters, who are around 6 and
11 years old.

The U.N. food agency estimated
that unusually heavy seasonal
rains in Afghanistan have left
more than 300 people dead and
over 1,000 houses destroyed, most

of them in the northern province
of Baghlan, which bore the brunt
of the deluges Friday.

“I hope someone has found my
daughters alive,” he said, holding
back tears. “Just in the blink of an
eye, I lost everything: family,
home, belongings, now nothing is

left to me.”

Aid group Save the Children said
about 600,000 people, half chil-
dren, live in the five districts in
Baghlan. The group said it sent a
“clinic on wheels” with mobile
health and protection teams to sup-
port children and their families.
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Cruise ship sails into port
with dead whale on how

NEW YORK—A cruise

ship sailed into a New
York City port with a 44-foot dead
whale across its bow, marine au-
thorities said.

The whale, identified as an en-
dangered sei whale, was caught on
the ship’s bow when it arrived at
the Port of Brooklyn, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration fisheries spokesperson
Andrea Gomez said.

A spokesperson for MSC Cruis-
es said the whale was on the MSC
Meraviglia, which docked at
Brooklyn before sailing to ports in
New England and Canada.

The dead whale was relocated to
Sandy Hook, N.J., and towed to
shore there to allow for better ac-
cesstoequipment and to conducta
necropsy, Gomez said.

State prohibits use of
cell phones while driving

P HARRISBURG —

Pennsylvania will join
the majority of states that ban mo-
torists from handling a cell phone
for almost any purpose while driv-
ing, as backers of the legislation
hope to reduce distracted driving
accidents and deaths after nearly
two decades of pressing the mea-
sure.

Gov. Josh Shapiro’s office said
Thursday that the Democrat will
sign the bill, 18 years after he first
introduced a similar bill when he
served inthe state House of Repre-
sentatives. The ban will take effect
ayear after he signs it, which is ex-
pected in the coming days.

Underthebill, police canticket a
driver who is handling their phone
for almost any reason. Drivers can
still use their phone to make phone
calls or for other functions, such as
listening to music, if they are using
ithands-free with technology such
as a docking station, Bluetooth or
speakers.

The ban applies to motorists sit-
ting in traffic or stopped at a traffic
light, but does not include drivers
parked on the side of the road or
another place where the vehicle
can remain stopped safely.

Law expands voucher-like
K-12 scholarships

M JEFFERSON CITY
—K-12 students from
low-income families across Mis-
souri soon will have access to pri-
vate school scholarships under
legislation signed last week by Re-
publican Gov. Mike Parson.

The voucher-like scholarship
program, which takes effect Aug.
28, will offer as much as $6,375 per
child for expenses including tui-
tion, textbooks, tutoring, transpor-
tation, extracurricular activities
and summer school. Scholarship
accounts are funded by private do-
nors in exchange for tax credits.

The initiative also promises
hundreds of millions of dollars
more for public schools, a compro-

Working on the big wheel

GREG EvaNns, THE (OWENSBORO, Ky.) MESSENGER-INQUIRER/AP

Israel Garcia with Casey’s Rides bolts a rim beam in place while working to set up the Gondola Wheel amusement ride for the BBQ & Barrels
festival last week in Owensboro, Ky. The festival celebrates the local traditions of barbecued meat and Kentucky bourbon.

mise made to help the bill pass the

Legislature = where  so-called
“school choice” policies have
struggled to advance.

Teachers will be paid a mini-
mum of $40,000 a year under the
new law, with additional incen-
tives for long-time teachers with
master’s degrees.

New rule: Dogs entering
US must be 6 months old

D WASHINGTON — All

dogs coming into the
U.S. from other countries must be
at least 6 months old and micro-
chipped to help prevent the spread
of rabies, according to new gov-
ernment rules published Wednes-
day.

The new rules require vaccina-
tion for dogs that have been in
countries where rabies is com-
mon. The update applies to dogs
brought in by breeders or rescue
groups as well as pets traveling
with their U.S. owners.

The new rules take effect Aug. 1
when a temporary 2021 order ex-
pires. That order suspended
bringing in dogs from more than
100 countries where rabiesis still a
problem.

The new rules require all dogs
entering the U.S. to be at least 6
months, old enough to be vaccinat-
ed if required and for the shots to
take effect; have a microchip
placed under their skin with acode
that can be used to verify rabies
vaccination; and have completed a

new Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention import form.

Judge OKs discussion

of critical race theory

AR LITTLE ROCK — A
federal judge has ruled

Arkansas cannot prevent two high
school teachers from discussing
critical race theory in the class-
room, but he stopped short of more
broadly blocking the state from
enforcing its ban on “indoctrina-
tion” in public schools.

U.S. District Judge Lee Rudof-
sky issued a narrow preliminary
injunction Tuesday evening
against the ban, one of several
changes adopted under an educa-
tion overhaul that Republican
Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders
signed into law last year.

His ruling prohibited the state
from disciplining the teachers for
teaching, mentioning or discuss-
ing critical race theory — an aca-
demic framework dating to the
1970s that centers on the idea that
racismis embedded in the nation’s
institution.

Facility that mistreated
residents nears closure

I GLENWOOD — An Iowa
facility for people with in-
tellectual disabilities is set to per-
manently close after federal inves-
tigators said patients’ rights were
violated there.
The 28 residents at the state-run

Glenwood Resource Center will
be moved out by the end of June
and 235 staff members have been
notified that they will be laid off,
according to reporting by the Des
Moines Register. The facility had
152 patients and about 650 staff
members when Gov. Kim Rey-
nolds announced in 2022 that it
would close.

Scathing reports by the U.S. De-
partment of Justice have con-
demned Iowa’s treatment of peo-
ple with intellectual and develop-
ment disabilities. A report in De-
cember 2020 found that the
Glenwood Resource Center likely
violated the constitutional rights
of residents by subjecting them to
human experiments, including
sexual arousal research, some of
which were deemed dangerous by
federal investigators.

Lawmakers adjourn
without gambling vote

AL MONTGOMERY  —

Alabama  lawmakers
ended the legislative session
Thursday without approving a lot-
tery, slot machines and video po-
ker machines, continuing a 25-
year stalemate on the issue of gam-
bling.

Supporters were unable to
break an impasse in the Alabama
Senate after the measure failed by
one vote earlier in the session. The
Senate did not take the bill up
again on the session’s final day,
ending hopes of getting the issue

before voters later this year.

Alabamians last voted on the is-
sue of gambling in 1999, when vot-
ers rejected a lottery proposed by
then-Gov. Don Siegelman. There
have been multiple efforts since
then for lottery bills, but the mea-
sures stalled amid debate over ca-
sinos and electronic gambling ma-
chines.

Man paralyzed after being
hit with taser sues officer

c DENVER — A man

who said he was para-
lyzed after being hit with a Taser
while running from police in Col-
orado filed a federal lawsuit
Thursday against one of the offi-
cers, seeking $100 million in dam-
ages.

Lawyers for Jacob Root, who
was suspected of stealing a car, al-
lege Officer Robert Comstock
fired a Taser at his back without
warning that incapacitated him
and prevented him from using his
hands or arms to break his fall to
the ground. Root fell face first and
broke his neck after falling off a
sidewalk and into the street in the
May 16, 2022 incident, according
to the suit.

Root can be heard asking offi-
cers “Ican’tmove. Isthatnormal?”
soon after the fall, which was rec-
orded on police body camera foot-
age released by Root’s lawyers.

From The Associated Press and Tribune News
Service



Monday, May 13, 2024

e STARS AND STRIPES °

3 RRER S IRE ]

Pace 15

FACES

AP

Randy Travis, left, and Mary Davis, Travis’ wife, appear May 11, 2023, at the Academy of Country Music
Awards in Frisco, Texas. Travis released a new song May 3, “Where That Came From.”

An Al-assisted comeback

Computers re-create Randy Travis’ singing style, develop new song
for Country Hall of Famer more than a decade after singer’s stroke

By MARIA SHERMAN
Associated Press

With some help from artificial intelligence, coun-
try music star Randy Travis, celebrated for his time-
less hits like “Forever and Ever, Amen” and “I Told
You So,” has his voice back.

In July 2013, Travis was hospitalized with viral car-
diomyopathy, a virus that attacks the heart, and later
suffered a stroke. The Country Music Hall of Famer
had to relearn how to walk, spell and read in the years
that followed. A condition called aphasia limits his
ability to speak — it’s why his wife, Mary Davis, as-
sists him in interviews. It’s also why he hasn’t re-
leased new music in more than a decade, until now.

“Where That Came From,” re-
leased May 3, is a rich acoustic
ballad amplified by Travis’ imme-
diately recognizable, soulful vocal
tone.

Cris Lacy, Warner Music Nash-
ville co-president, approached
Travis and Davis and asked:
““What if we could take Randy’s
voice and re-create it using AI?,”
Davis told The Associated Press
over Zoom, Travis smiling in
agreement next to her. “Well, we
were all over that, so we were so
excited.

“All T ever wanted since the day
of a stroke was to hear that voice
again.”

Lacy tapped developers in Lon-
don to create a proprietary Al
model to begin the process. The
result was two models: One with
12 vocal stems (or song samples), and another with 42
stems collected across Travis’ career — from 1985 to
2013, says Kyle Lehning, Travis’ longtime producer.
Lacy and Lehning chose to use “Where That Came
From,” a song written by Scotty Emerick and John
Scott Sherrill that Lehning co-produced and held on
to for years. He believed it could best articulate the
humanity of Travis’ idiosyncratic vocal style.

“I never even thought about another song,” Lehn-
ing said.

Once he input the demo vocal (sung by James Du-
pree) into the AI models, “it took about five minutes

“l think he went
through every
emotion there
was, in those
three minutes of
just hearing his
voice again.”

Randy Travis’ wife, describing
singer’s reaction to hearing new

to analyze,” says Lehning. “... And it was stunning, to
me, how good it was sort of right off the bat. It’s hard
to put an equation around it, but it was probably 70,
75% what you hear now.”

“There were certain aspects of it that were not au-
thentic to Randy’s performance,” he said, so he be-
gan to edit and build on the recording with engineer
Casey Wood, who also worked closely with Travis
over a few decades.

The pair cherry-picked from the two models, and
made alterations to things like vibrato speed, or slow-
ing and relaxing phrases. “Randy is a laid-back sing-
er,” Lehning says. “Randy, in my opinion, had an old
soul quality to his voice. That’s one of the things that
made him unique, but also, some-
how familiar.”

Davis says the “human ele-
ment,” and “the people that are in-
volved” in this project, separate it
from more nefarious uses of Al in
music.

“Randy, I remember watching
him when he first heard the song
after it was completed. It was
beautiful because at first, he was
surprised, and then he was very
pensive, and he was listening and
studying,” she said. “And then he
put his head down and his eyes
were a little watery. I think he
went through every emotion there
was, in those three minutes of just
hearing his voice again.”

“It’s a big loss when you lose the
voice of someone that you were
connected to, and the ability to
have it back is a beautiful gift,” Lacy said.

The team behind the song hope that it will educate
people on the good that AI can do — not the fraudu-
lent activities that so frequently make headlines.
“We’re hoping that maybe we can set a standard,”
Davis says, where credit is given where credit is due
— and artists have control over their voice and work.

So, will there be more original Randy Travis songs
in the future?

“There may be others,” says Davis. “We’ll see
where this goes. This is such a foreign territory.
There’s likely more on the horizon.”

Mary Davis

Al-generated song

Jackson, Serkis reuniting
for ‘The Hunt for Gollum’

The Washington Post

A new Lord of the Rings movie
was announced May 9 by Warner
Bros., marking a cinematic return
to the Oscar-winning film fran-
chise based on the novels by
J.R.R. Tolkien.

The new film, the first of two
that will explore previously untold
stories in the universe, will see
Lord of the Rings trilogy filmmak-
er Peter Jackson back at the helm,
along with Andy Serkis, who still
star in and direct the first of these
films, “The Hunt for Gollum.”

“Yesssss, Precious. The time
has come once more to venture in-
to the unknown with my dear
friends,” Serkis said in a state-
ment, playing off the slithery,
CGI-rendered Gollum character
that he performed to much ac-
claim in the original film trilogy.

Warner Bros. Discovery CEO
David Zaslav first announced the
new films during an earnings call
May 9, with “The Hunt for Gol-
lum” tentatively scheduled to re-
lease in 2026. The film’s script is
still being written.

The Lord of the Rings trilogy
from Jackson adapted Tolkien’s
classic novels, originally released
in the ’S0s. Those books — “The
Fellowship of the Ring,” “The Two
Towers” and “The Return of the
King” — center on a young hobbit
named Frodo and his friends,
tasked with bringing a destructive
magical ring to its demise in the fi-
ery land of Mordor, with plenty of
skirmishes between kings, elves,
wizards and orcs along the way.

Gollum — a corrupted hobbit

Writer/director Peter Jackson,
left, and actor Andy Serkis have
announced they will make two
more films within the “Lord of the
Rings” universe.

and sometimes villain played by
Serkis in a motion-capture suit —
became one of the most popular
stars of the original movie trilogy.
The technology used for the per-
formance was groundbreaking at
the time and “changed the course
of special effects,” according to
Vulture.

The three Lord of the Ring films
from Jackson earned about $3 bil-
lion combined at the global box of-
fice. Jackson also directed a trilo-
gy based on Tolkien’s “The Hob-
bit” novel in the mid-2010s, serv-
ing as a prequel to the main LOTR
films.

An identically named British
fan film “The Hunt for Gollum”
was released in 2009 based on ap-
pendixes Tolkien wrote expand-
ing the universe of his books. Set
near the beginning of the original
trilogy, the plot of that film cen-
tered on Gandalf sending Aragorn
to capture Gollum before he could
reveal the One Ring’s location to
Mordor ruler Sauron.

Danson, Harrelson, Stewart
to begin new podcasts in June

From wire reports

Some stars known for their
work onscreen — Ted Danson,
Woody Harrelson and Jon Stewart
— are entering into the world of
podcasts.

Danson and Harrelson have
signed up for “Where Everybody
Knows Your Name with Ted Dan-
son and Woody Harrelson (Some-
times),” which will be launched
June 12 by SiriusXM.

The title refers to their years to-
gether on the NBC sitcom
“Cheers,” and to the fact that Har-
relson’s participation is limited.
He’ll be on with Danson “when he
can find him,” SiriusXM said.

The podcast will consist of their
conversations with the likes of
Will Arnett, Kristen Bell, Laura
Dern, Jane Fonda, Conan O’Brien,
Nick Offerman and others.

Stewart, who returned to Come-
dy Central’s “The Daily Show”
this year to host once a week, will
do a podcast called “The Weekly
Show,” according to Comedy Cen-
tral. It is expected to launch in

early June.

The podcast is likely to be an ex-
tension of the television show,
with guests and deeper dives into
issues.

Other news

W Justin Bieber and Hailey
Bieber (nee Baldwin) are expect-
ing their first child together. A
representative for Hailey Bieber
confirmed to The Associated
Press on May 9 that the model is
just over six months pregnant.

B Dennis Thompson, the MCS
drummer known as “Machine
Gun” because of his aggressive
style of drumming, died May 9 at a
long-term care facility in Taylor,
Mich., according to his family. He
was 75. Thompson was the last re-
maining member of powerhouse
Detroit rock outfit MCS, who were
announced as inductees into the
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in April.
The deeply influential rock act
was known for its counterculture
politics and its rollicking anthem
“Kick Out the Jams.”
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OPINION

On losing my mother, and finding her again

By THEODORE R. JOHNSON
Special to The Washington Post
few years ago, the woman who
gave me life passed away in the
evening hours following Moth-
er’s Day. For two decades, she’d
beaten cancer each time it had appeared.
She was a walking miracle, an answered
prayer. But the fourth battle proved tobe the
final one. Her death caused me to do the pre-
viously unthinkable: doubt the existence —
and the utility — of God.

My mom was a special soul. Not because
she was mine but because of her compas-
sion, concern and care for others. She was so
loving and selfless that I wouldn’t have be-
lieved it possible if I hadn’t seen it for my-
self. And in a world in desperate need of
more peoplelike her, she was taken too soon.
Robbed from us. How could any benevolent
God allow that to happen? And why believe
in a callous or disinterested one that would
permit it?

Those are big questions. My rearingin the
Black church and by the American South
taught that you don’t question God and
grown folk. But some things demand an-
swers, and there was no one else to ask. Nei-
ther of them could help me make sense of
any of it. In place of an explanation, there
were mostly words meant to comfort and
give purpose to tragedy: “The Lord works in
mysterious ways.” I lost patience with it all.

It’s a tough experience, losing your moth-
er and your faith all at once. It shakes the
core.

Something happens when the beliefs and
ideas most fundamental to your worldview
are challenged or fractured. The experi-
ence invites deep inquiry into identity and
the proper order of things. We mature when

we use these moments to take stock of our-
selves. Questioning the previously unques-
tionable and challenging core convictions
help separate what we believe from what
we’ve been told and assumed to be true.
Such introspection can give a certain clarity
to the things happening around us, and new
ways to see the past.

For the first 20 years of my life, we were in
church three times a week. It was more than
just religion. It was a community, its own
distinct society. Raised in the Southern sub-
urbs of the 1980s, I found in church the only
place other than my house where I wasn’tin
the minority. There was social and cultural
education there, points of deep pride. Kids
had responsibilities — in the choir, as ush-
ers, reading a morning passage. Praise
dancing and church fans never stopped on
Sunday afternoons. My mother was a musi-
cian and directed the choir. If you ask me
what I believe, I will point to her at that pi-
ano, singing at morning service.

But once she was gone, I started to see
proof of her everywhere. Not only in my be-
lief system and my lens for viewing a com-
plicated world, but in the smaller things.
Like the cardinal that arrives at the bird
feeder the moment I look. She is in the aro-
mas of my kitchen, and in the songs she used
to sing or play. Increasingly, I see her in my
face, my temperament, in how I say certain
words. I talk to her often — my inner mono-
logues nodding to her as though she’s in the
audience: “Ma, you won’t believe this ...”

Ithink she’d get akick out of it. Seeing her
firstborn, sitting outside like she did on hot
days with a cold tomato in one hand and a
saltshaker in the other. Learning the ways
and moments and places where those who
love her still find her. Knowing that we see

her in the sunsets, at the golden time of day,
as she wanted. And in the rainbows, too, re-
ceived as a mother’s gentle encouragement
to live well.

In my refusal to let go of her, a simpler
faith emerged. There was no need for my-
thology. No desire to let grief have the last
word or be the strongest memory. She was
still around, just differently now. It has been
ajourney to get to this point, and, admitted-
ly, I still have no answers to those big ques-
tions. Sometimes, there is no answer. Faith
doesn’t promise miracles and answered
prayers; it only promises that they are pos-
sible. And they are. I know because my
mother was both.

A few days before she passed, I stopped at
the nurses’ station outside her hospital room
for an update. One of them stood slowly —
reverently, it seemed —and gave arundown
of the previous night. The report was posi-
tive enough, but the nurse’s eyes confirmed
what my heart already knew.

Without thinking, I started singing her
praises. I needed them to know she was spe-
cial, and not just because she was mine. Af-
ter going on for a bit, struggling to find the
right words, I asked, “You know how when
someone dies, at the funeral, people only
talk about the person’s best qualities and
best moments and leave everything else
out?”

They all nodded.

“Well, with my mother, there is nothing to
leave out. Nothing. She is an angel on this
earth.”

Theodore R. Johnson, a contributing columnist for The
Washington Post and retired naval officer, writes on issues of
race, democracy, and American identity. This essay is adapted
from “If We Are Brave: Essays From Black Americana,” to be
published in October.

Rep. Greene finally got what she deserved: Defeat

By PaTRrICIA LOPEZ

Bloomberg Opinion

ouse Republicans delivered a

much-needed, no-holds-barred

rejection of Georgia Rep. Mar-

jorie Taylor Greene’s power
grab on Wednesday, briskly voting down
her attempt to oust Speaker Mike Johnson.

Her public shaming was far too long in
coming. And it united a fractious GOP cau-
cus who, with the aid of Democrats, had
promised they would be in Johnson’s cor-
ner. In the end, only 11 Republicans stuck
with Greene. Another 196 Republicans, aid-
ed by 32 Democrats, voted to table Greene’s
motion to vacate, putting an end to her latest
stunt.

Johnson had tried to reconcile his differ-
ences with Greene in meetings on Monday
and Tuesday, but she responded by treating
him like her lackey. She then sent out a
fundraising letter on Wednesday accusing
House Republicans of being hypocrites.
When she brought up a motion she hadn’t
bothered alerting them to in advance, her
colleagues heartily booed her — prompting
her to dismiss their taunts as mere naysay-
ing from “the Uniparty.”

Republicans, speakingtoareporteronthe
Capitol steps before the vote, had already
excoriated Greene. “Moscow Marjorie has
clearly gone off the deep end,” New York
Rep. Mike Lawler said. “It may be the result
of aspacelaser. This type of tantrumis abso-
lutely unacceptable.” (Lawler wasreferring
to Greene’s claim that a Jewish cabalignited

the 2018 California wildfires using space la-
sers.)

Greene has been a self-aggrandizing
agent of chaos ever since she assumed office
about three years ago. After cozying up to
former Speaker Kevin McCarthy, who was
ousted last October, she appeared deter-
mined to force Johnson to toe her line on
suchissues as blocking budgetbills and end-
ing Ukraine aid. She ingratiated herself to
former President Donald Trump, profess-
ing herloyalty while also claiming to have an
“in” with him.

But Trump sided with Johnson in this
fight, making his preference clear at a re-
cent event at Mar-a-Lago. “I stand with the
Speaker,” he said, noting that Johnson was
“doing a really good job under very tough
circumstances.” And that was after Johnson
pushed through an aid package to Ukraine
that Greene opposed.

There was mounting evidence that
Trump may have been losing patience with
Greene. He reportedly called her and sug-
gested she back off. The Washington Post
obtained audio from a donor luncheon in
which Trump could be heard praising John-
son for “doing a very good job” and advising
others to “leave him alone.”

Greene should be a spent force at this
point. She was booted from the House Free-
dom Caucus last summer for attacking fel-
low Republicans. Her working relation-
ships with most Republicans are in tatters,
including in the Senate. North Carolina Sen.
Thom Tillis recently called her a “waste of

time” and a “horrible leader.”

She has also alienated many in the broad-
er Republican conference through her con-
tinued disregard for preserving a slim GOP
majority in the House and her indifference
to protecting her party’s vulnerable swing
state members.

Greene’s humiliation on Wednesday
should remind House Republicans that they
can unify and put down agitators within
their ranks when needed. The truce that
broughtthe GOP and key Democrats togeth-
er won’t last, of course. They stand on oppo-
site sides on nearly everything. But they did
come together against acommon foe when it
mattered, prioritizing the need for an order-
ly House. Both parties aren’t likely to forget
that, at least.

Johnson should now fully assume the
reins of power, bolstered by his support
from amajority of the chamber. His fruitless
meetings and pointless run-ins with Greene
should make him hesitant about trying to ap-
pease his party’s anarchists.

As Republican Rep. Kevin Hern of Okla-
homa put it, “I don’t have a problem with
him listening, but what I will have a problem
with, and we had this problem with Speaker
McCarthy, is when you start making special
dealsand hidden deals. And then people, not
just conservatives, but moderates and ev-
erybody else, says ‘Where’s my deal?’ ”

Patricia Lopez is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
politics and policy. She is a former member of the editorial
board at the Minneapolis Star Tribune, where she also worked
as a senior political editor and reporter.
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NASCAR Xfinity Series
Saturday
At Darlington Raceway
Darlington, S.C.
Lap length: 1.37 miles
(Start position in parentheses)
1.(7) Just|n Allgaier, Chevrolet, 147 laps,
60 point:
2.(5) Austm Hill, Chevrolet, 147 53.
3. (1) Cole Custer, Ford, 147,
4. (6) Sam Mayer, Chevrolet, 147, 48.
5. (18) Aric Almirola, Toyota, 147, 42.
56 (11) Parker Kllgerman Chevrolet 147,

7.(9) Riley Herbst, Ford, 147, 34.

8. (12) Jesse Love, Chevrolet, 147, 36.

9. (3) Sheldon Creed Toyota, 147, 29.
30 10. (14) Brandon Jones, Chevrolet 147,

i1. (38) William Byron, Chevrolet, 147, 0.
12. (2) Chandler Smlth Toyota 147 31
13. (26) Ryan Sieg, Ford 147,

14. (8) Anthony Alfredo Chevrolet 147,

23.
15.(17) Shane Van Gisbergen, Chevrolet,
47,22

16. (16) Jeb Burton, Chevrolet, 147, 21.
:%7.2515) Kyle Weatherman, Chevrolet,

18.(24) Taylor Gray, Toyota, 147, 0.
19. (13) Carson Kvapil, Chevrolet, 147, 18.
20 (21) Brennan Poole, Chevrolet 147

21 (25) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, 147, 16.
22. (30) Josh Bilicki, Chevrolet, 147, 15.
23.(34) JohnH. Nemechek, Toyota, 147, 0.
24. (27) David Starr, Chevrolet, 147, 13.
25. (31) Matt DiBenedetto, Ford 147 12.
26 (37) Chad Finchum, Chevrolet 147,

27 (36) Blaine Perkins, Ford, 147, 10.
28. (33) Dawson Cram, Chevrolet, 147, 9.
29. (35) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 146,

"30. (22) Leland Honeyman, Chevrolet,

31.(10) Parker Retzlaff, Chevrolet, 146, 6.
32.(29) Kyle Sieg, Ford, 146, 5.
33 (28) Patrick Emerlmg, Chevrolet 146,

34 (23) Sammy Smith, Chevrolet, 146, 3.
35. (4) AJ AIImendlnger Chevrolet 126

14.
36.1(32) Hailie Deegan, Ford, accident,
37. ﬁ19) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 94,
1'38. (20) Ryan Ellis, Chevrolet, garage, 71,

Race statistics

At\:erage speed of race winner: 110.573
mph.

Time of race: 1 hour, 48 minutes, 58 sec-
onds.

Margin of victory: 3.407 seconds.

Caution flags: 5 for 31 laps.

Lead changes: 5 among 4 drivers.

Lap leaders: C.Custer 0-21; A.Allmendin-
ger 22; A.Hill 23-25; J.Allgaier 26-49; A.Hill
50-52; J.Allgaier 53-147

Leaders summary (driver, times led,
laps led): J.Allgaier, 2 times for 119 Iaps,
C.Custer, 2 times for 21 laps; A.Hill, 2 times
for6 Iaps A.Allmendinger, 1 time for1 IaF

Wins: A.Hill, 2; C.Smith, 2; J.Love, 1; J.All-
glqaier, 1; S.Mayer, 1; A.Almirola, 1; R.Truex,

Top 16in points: 1. A.Hill, 430; 2. C.Custer,
427; 3. C.Smith, 425; 4. J.Love, 373; 5. JLAIIX
gaier, 373;6.R. Herbst 337;7. A-Allmendin-

ger, 309; 8. S.Creed, 306; 9. P.Kligerman,
306; 10. A.Alfredo, 270; 11.'S. Mayer, 264; 12.
B.Jones, 262; 13. S.Smith, 250; 14. Rsleg,
géllg 15.'S.Van Gisbergen, 235; 16. B.Poole,

Sonsio Grand Prix

IndyCar Series
Saturday
At Indianapolis Motor Speedway Road
Course
Indianapolis
Lap length: 2.439 miles
(Start position in parentheses)
RL 1. (1) Alex Palou, Dallara-Honda, 85 laps,
nning
2.(3) W|II Power, Dallara-Chevrolet, 85,
Running.
3. (2) Christian Lundgaard, Dallara-Hon-
da, 85, Running.
4. (6) Scott Dixon, Dallara-Honda, 85,
Running.
5.(8) Marcus Armstrong, Dallara-Honda,
85 Running.
6. (13) Scott McLaughlin, Dallara-Chev-
rolet 85, Running.
7. (24) Colton Herta, Dallara-Honda, 85,
Running.
8. (7) Alexander Rossi, Dallara-Chevro-
let, 85, Running.
9. (9 Graham Rahal, Dallara-Honda, 85,
Running.
851% (10) Fe||x Rosenqvist, Dallara-Honda,
un
11. (14) Kyle Kirkwood, Dallara-Honda,
85, Running.
12. (23) Romain Grosjean, Dallara-Chev-
rolet, 85, Running.
13. (5) Pato O'Ward, Dallara-Chevrolet,
85, Running.
14. (11) P|etro Fittipaldi, Dallara-Honda,
85, Running.
15. (25) Kyfinn Simpson, Dallara-Honda,
85, Running.
i6. (21) Marcus Ericsson, Dallara-Honda,
85, Running.
17. (4) Josef Newgarden, Dallara-Chev-
rolet, 85, Running.
18. (17) Jack Harvey, Dallara-Honda, 85,
Running.
19. (18) Theo Pourchaire, Dallara-Chev-
rolet, 85, Running.
20. (20) Christian Rasmussen, Dallara-
Chevrolet, 85, Running.
21.(15) Agustm Canapino, Dallara-Chev-
rolet, 84, Running.
22. (27) Sting Ray Robb, Dallara-Chevro-
let, 84, Running.
23. (26) Tom Blomgqvist, Dallara-Honda,
84, Running.
24. (19) Linus Lundqvist, Dallara-Honda,
84, Running.
25. (22) Luca Ghiotto, 84, Running.
26. (12) Rinus VeeKay, Dallara-Chevro-
let, 84, Runnin
27. (16) Santino Ferrucci, Dallara-Chev-
rolet, 55, Did not finish.
Race statistics
A\hrerage speed of race winner: 117.956
mp

Time of race: 01:45:27.2320.

Margin of victory: 6.6106 seconds.

Cautions: 1 for 2 laps.

Lead changes: 13 among 8 drivers.

Lap leaders: Lundgaard 1-18, Armstrong
19, Rahal 20-21, Fittipaldi 22, Lundgaard 23-
39, Palou 40, Dixon 41, Rossi 42, Fittipaldi
43, McLaughlin 44, Palou 45-61, Armstrong
62-63, McLaughlin 64, Palou 65.

Points: Palou 152, Power 140, Herta 127,
Dixon 127, Rosenqvist 107, O'Ward 88,
McLaughIm 88, Kirkwood 86 Lundgaard
84, Rossi 78.

Saturday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

BOSTON RED SOX — Sent C Tyler Heine-
mantto Portland (EL) on a rehab assign-
ment.

DETROIT TIGERS — Placed RHP Kenta
Maeda onthe 15-day IL, retroactive to May
8. Recalled OF Akil Baddoo from Toledo

(IL).

HOUSTON ASTROS — Reinstated RHP
Cristian Javier from the 15-day IL. Desig-
nated RHP Brandon Bielak for assignment.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Recalled RHP
Joey Estes from Las Vegas (PCL). Optioned
LHP Easton Lucas to Las Vegas.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Sent RF Dominic
Canzone to Tacoma (PCL) on a rehab as-
signment.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Optioned RHP Ed-
win Uceta to Durham (IL). Reinstated RHP
Pete Fairbanks from the 15-day (IL).

National League

CHICAGO CUBS — Placed RHP Yency Al-
monte on the 15-day IL, retroactive to May
8. Recalled RHP Jose Cuas from lowa (IL).

MIAMIMARLINS — Reinstated LHP Jesus
Luzardo from the 15-day IL. Optioned RHP
Eli Villalobos to Jacksonville (IL).

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Activated
RHPs Mitch White and Freddy Peralta. Op-
tioned RHP Kevin Herget to Nashville (IL).

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Designated
RHP Roansy Contreras for assignment. Se-
lected the contract of RHP Paul Skenes
from Indianapolis (IL). Placed 3B Ke’Bryan
Hayes on the 10-day IL, retroactive to May
8. Fl{ecalled SS Alika Williams from Indiana-
polis.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Optioned LHP
Kolton Ingram and SS Jose Fermin to Mem-
phis (IL). Reinstated 1B Matt Carpenter
from the 10-day IL.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Recalled 2B
Brett Wisely from Sacramento (PCL). Op-
tioned C Jakson Reetz to Sacramento. Re-
instated C Patrick Bailey from the 7-day
concussion IL. Placed LF Austin Slater on
the 7-day concussion IL.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

PHOENIX SUNS — Named Mike Buden-

holzer head coach.
Women’s National Basketball
Association

MINNESOTA LYNX — Waived G Kayana
Traylor and F Camryn Taylor.

NEW YORK LIBERTY — Waived G Okako
Adika, Cs Jessika Carter and Rita Igbokwe,
C/F Stephanie Mawuli and F Brianna Fras-

er.

PHOENIX MERCURY — Waived Gs Chris-
tyn Williams, Jaz Shelley, Charisma Os-
borne, Amy Atwell and Ariel Hearn, F Mya
Hollingshed and C Bella Murekatete.
?ignted F Liz Dixon to a training camp con-

ract.

WASHINGTON MYSTICS — Acquired G
Jade Melbourne from Seattle in exchange
for a 2025 third-round pick.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ATLANTA FALCONS — Signed DB Dane
Cruikshank and DL Bradlee Anae.

BUFFALO BILLS — Signed LB Joe An-
dreessen.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Waived un-
drafted free agents DE Darius Hodges, DB
Deshawn Gaddie and TE Kevi Foelsch.

CHICAGO BEARS — Signed draft pick P
Tory Taylor.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Announced the re-
tirement of WR Albert Wilson.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Named Eliot
Wolf executive vice president of player
personnel.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed draft
picks WR Roman Wilson, LB Payton Wilson
and DB Ryan Watts.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

COLORADO AVALANCHE — Announced
G Arvid Holm signed a three-year contract
with Rogle BK of the Swedish Hockey
League (SHL),

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Reassigned
LW Alexander Suzdalev to Hershey (AHL)
from Saskatoon (WHL).

SOCCER

Major League Soccer
ORLANDO CITY SC — Signed F Yutaro
Tsukada to a short-term agreement from
Orlando City B (MLS Next Pro).

PWHL playoffs

Semifinals
(Best-of-five; x-if necessary)
At Coca-Cola Coliseum, Toronto
Toronto 2, Minnesota 0
Toronto 4, Minnesota 0
Toronto 2, Minnesota 0
Monday: Game 3
x-Wednesday: Game 4
x-Friday: Game
At Place Bell, Montreal
Boston 2, Montreal 0
Boston 2, Montreal 1, OT
Saturday: Boston 2, Montreal 1, 30T
Tuesday: Game 3
x-Thursday: Game 4
x-Sunday, May 19: Game 5

PRO SOCCER

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
Inter MiamiCF 8 2 3 27 35 20
Cincinnati 7 2 3 24 15 10
New York 5 2 5 20 20 18
Toronto FC 6 5 1 19 16 17
NYCFC 5 5 2 17 14 14
Charlotte FC 5 5 2 17 13 13
D.C. United 4 3 5 17 19 19
Columbus 3 2 6 15 13 11
Philadelphia 3 3 5 14 21 19
Atlanta 3 5 3 12 16 14
Orlando City 3 5 3 12 14 20
CF Montréal 3 5 3 12 15 23
Nashville 2 4 5 11 14 19
Chicago 2 6 4 10 12 22
New England 2 8 1 7 9 22

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
Real Salt Lake 6 2 4 22 20 11
Minnesota 6 2 2 20 17 11
LA Galaxy 5 2 5 20 23 19
Vancouver 5 3 3 18 18 13
LAFC 5 4 3 18 22 19
Colorado 5 4 3 18 20 18
Houston 5 4 2 17 11 11
Austin FC 4 4 4 16 15 15
St Louis City 3 1 7 16 18 15
FC Dallas 3 6 2 11 12 16
Sporting KC 2 5 5 11 19 21
San Jose 3 8 1 10 20 28
Seattle 2 5 4 10 13 13
Portland 2 5 4 10 20 23

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday’s games

D.C. United 3, Atlanta 2
Charlotte FC 1, Nashville 0
Miami 3, CF Montréal 2

New York 4, New England 2
Orlando City 3, Philadelphia 2
New York City FC 3, Toronto FC 2
Cincinnati 2, Columbus 1

FC Dallas 2, Austin FC 1

Houston 2, Sporting Kansas City 1
St Louis City 3, Chicago 1

San Jose 3, Colorado 2

Real Salt Lake 2, LA Galaxy 2, tie
Los Angeles FC 3, Vancouver 0

Sunday’s game
Seattle at Portland

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
Orlando 6 0 3 21 15 7
Kansas City 5 0 3 18 21 12
Washington 6 3 0 18 18 12
Portland 5 3 1 16 21 14
Chicago 4 3 1 13 11 11
North Carolina 4 4 0 12 12 10
Gotham FC 3 2 2 11 5 5
San Diego 3 3 1 10 7 6
Angel City 3 3 1 10 9 11
Louisville 1 2 5 8 11 9
Seattle 2 6 1 7 7 14
Bay FC 2 7 0 6 13 20
Houston 1 4 3 6 7 16
UtahRoyalsFC 1 6 1 4 5 15

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday, May 10
Washington 2, Louisville 1
Saturday’s games

Orlando 1,Bay FC 0
Portland 4, Seattle 0
Sunday’s games
Utah Royals FC at Chicago
North Carolina at Kansas City
Houston at Angel City
Gotham FC at San Diego
Friday’s games
Portland at Houston .
Utah Royals FC at North Carolina
San Diego at Bay FC

Saturday, May 18

Angel City at Washington
Louisville at Kansas City

Italian Open

Saturday
At Foro Italico

Rome
Purse: Euro 7,877,020
Surface: Red clay
Men’s Singles
Round of 64

Hamad Medjedovic, Serbia, def. Alejan-
gro Davidovich Fokina (30), Spain, 7-6 (4),

-4.

Tomas Martin Etcheverry (25), Argenti-
na, def. Thiago Seyboth Wild, Brazil, 6-3,
7-5.

Nicolas Jarry (21), Chile, def. Matteo Ar-
naldi, Italy, 6-2, 7-6 (6).

Hubert Hurkacz (7), Poland, def. Rafael
Nadal, Spain, 6-1, 6-3.

Tommy Paul (14), United States, def. As-
lan Karatsev, Russia, 6-4, 6-2.

Dominik Koepfer, Germany, def. Frances
Tiafoe (22), United States, 6-4, 6-2.

Stefano Napolitano, Italy, def. Juncheng
Shang, China, 6-7 (3), 6-1, 6-0.

Alex de Minaur (9), Australia, def. Rober-
to Carballes Baena, Spain, 6-3, 6-2.

Alexandre Muller, France, def. Arthur
Fils (31), France, 7-5, 6-3.

Daniil Medvedev (2), Russia, def. Jack
Draper, Britain, 7-5, 6-4.

Sebastian Baez (17), Argentina, def. Du-

san Lajovic, Serbia, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (6).

Cameron Norrie (27), Britain, def. Jaume
Munar, Spain, 6-3, 1-6, 6-3.

Felix Auger-Aliassime (18), Canada, def.
Botic Van de Zandschulp, Netherlands,
6-1, 7-6 (6).

Stefanos Tsitsipas (6), Greece, def. Jan-
Lennard Struff, Germany, 6-7 (1), 6-4, 6-4.

Holger Rune (10), Denmark, def. Luca
Nardi, Italy, 6-4, 6-4.

Andrey Rublev (4), Russia, def. Marcos
Giron, United States, 5-7, 6-4, 7-5.

Women's Smgles
Round of 32

lga Swiatek (1), Poland, def. Yulia Putint-
seva, Kazakhstan, 6-3, 6-4.

Paula Badosa, Spain, def. Diana Shnaid-
er, Russia, 5-7, 6-4, 6-4

Angelique Kerber, Germany, def. Aliak-
sandra Sasnovich, Belarus, 6-3, 7-6 (4).

Naomi Osaka, Japan, def. Daria Kasatki-
na (10), Russia, 6-3, 6-3.

Zheng Qinwen (7), China, def. Linda Nos-
kova (29), Czech Republic, 3-6, 6-1, 6-2.

Sorana Cirstea (28), Romania, def. Mar-
I((e)ta Vondrousova (6), Czech Republic, 7-6

1),6-3.

Madison Keys (18), United States, def.
Beatriz Haddad Maia (12), Brazil, 6-4, 4-6,
6-3.

Coco Gauff (3), United States, def. Jaque-
line Adina Cristian, Romania, 6-1, 0-6, 6-3.

Wells Fargo Championship

PGA Tour
Saturday
At Quail Hollow Club
Charlotte, N.C.
Purse: $20 million
Yardage: 7,558; Par: 71
Third Round
Xander Schauffele 64-67-70—201 -12
Rory Mcllroy 67-68-67—202 -11
Sungjae Im 68-68-69—205 -8
Sepp Straka 68-71-67—206 -7
Jason Day 68-67-73—208 -5
Byeong Hun An 70-68-71-209 -4
Sam Burns 71-68-70—209 -4
Stephan Jaeger 73-65-71-209 -4
Collin Morikawa 67-70-72—209 -4
Taylor Pendrith 71-67-71-209 -4
Lee Hodges 68-70-72—210 -3
Denny McCarthy 70-71-69-210 -3
Christiaan Bezuidenhout 70-69-72-211 -2
Cameron Davis 70-69-72-211 -2
Max Homa 69-70-72—-211 -2
Grayson Murray 70-69-72-211 -2
Cameron Young 71-69-71-211 -2
Keegan Bradley 70-70-72-212 -1
Corey Conners 70-68-74—-212 -1
Tommy Fleetwood 71-70-71-212 -1
Taylor Moore 68-68-76—212 -1
Alex Noren 67-75-70-212 -1
Justin Thomas 68-71-73-212 -1
Nick Dunlap 69-72-72-213 E
Mackenzie Hughes 73-71-69-213 E
Si Woo Kim 70-73-70-213 E
Seamus Power 72-71-70-213 E
Andrew Putnam 70-71-72-213 E

71-70-73-214 +1
68-73-73-214 +1

Lucas Glover
Russell Henley

Patrick Rodgers 70-70-74—-214 +1
Webb Simpson 70-73-71-214 +1
Will Zalatoris 70-70-74-214 +1
Akshay Bhatia 74-70-71-215 +2
Tom Hoge 70-73-72-215 +2
Myrtle Beach Classic
PGA Tour
Saturday
At The Dunes Golf and Beach Club
Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Purse: $4 million
Yardage: 7,347; Par: 71
Third Round

Chris Gotterup 66-64-65—195 -18
Jorge Campillo 66-66-67—199 -14
Robert Macintyre 64-67-68—199 -14
Erik Van Rooyen 67-67-65—199 -14
Davis Thompson 65-68-67—200 -13
Alex Smalley 68-65-68—201 -12
Joseph Bramlett 68-66-68—202 -11
Ryan Fox 70-66-66—202 -11

64-69-69—202 -11
70-65-67—-202 -11

Beau Hossler
Patton Kizzire

Sam Ryder 67-69-66—202 -11
Greyson Sigg 67-67-68—202 -11
Ben Silverman 66-71-65—-202 -11
Kevin Yu 67-69-66—202 -11
Chesson Hadley 69-67-67—203 -10
Chan Kim 66-68-69—203 -10
Henrik Norlander 68-67-68—203 -10
Dylan Wu 66-68-69—203 -10
Parker Coody 68-71-65—204 -9
Alistair Docherty 65-68-71-204 -9
Ben Griffin 67-68-69—204 -9
Blades Brown 72-67-66—205 -8
Trace Crowe 71-63-71-205 -8
Patrick Fishburn 73-66-66—205 -8
Max Greyserman 71-68-66—205 -8
Ryan McCormick 68-68-69—205 -8
Seung-Yul Noh 69-68-68—205 -8
Chez Reavie 68-66-71-205 -8
Sam Stevens 68-69-68—205 -8
Carson Young 69-69-67—205 -8
Zecheng Dou 65-72-69—206 -7
Michael Kim 68-68-70—206 -7
Mac Meissner 70-68-68—206 -7
Troy Merritt 68-71-67—206 -7

Cognizant Founders Cup

LPGA Tour
Saturday
At Upper Montclair Country Club
Clifton, N.J.
Purse: $3 million
Yardage: 6,536; Par: 72
Third Round
Madelene Sagstrom 65-66-66—197 -19
Rose Zhang 63-68-67—198 -18
Sei Young Kim 72-69-67—208 -8
Nelly Korda 69-66-73—208 -8
Gabriela Ruffels 69-72-67—208 -8
Peiyun Chien 69-72-68—209 -7
Xiyu Lin 68-73-68—209 -7
Mao Saigo 71-70-68—209 -7
Nataliya Guseva 71-71-68—-210 -6
Carlota Ciganda 68-73-70-211 -5
Perrine Delacour 69-74-68—211 -5
Stephanie Kyriacou 66-79-66—211 -5
Yan Liu 68-70-73-211 -5
Wichanee Meechai 70-74-67-211 -5
Anna Nordqvist 75-69-67-211 -5
Marina Alex 68-72-72—-212 -4
Na Rin An 66-75-711-212 -4
Hannah Green 69-71-72-212 -4
Minjee Lee 70-70-72-212 -4
Jenny Shin 72-71-69-212 -4
Ruoning Yin 70-74-68—212 -4
Pajaree Anannarukarn 68-73-72-213 -3
Isi Gabsa 71-71-71-213 -3
Lauren Hartlage 72-73-68—-213 -3
Nasa Hataoka 69-71-73-213 -3
Jin Hee Im 68-72-73-213 -3
Ariya Jutanugarn 71-73-69-213 -3
Jin Young Ko 72-69-72-213 -3
Leona Maguire 66-76-71-213 -3
Hae-Ran Ryu 72-72-69-213 -3
Linn Grant 73-69-72—-214 -2
Jennifer Kupcho 72-73-69-214 -2
Andrea Lee 71-71-12-214 -2
Gaby Lopez 71-71-72-214 -2
Yealimi Noh 72-72-70-214 -2

Regions Tradition

Champions Tour
Saturday
At Greystone GC
Birmingham, Ala.
Purse: $2.6 million
Yardage: 7,249; Par: 72
Third Round

Doug Barron 65-72-66—203 -13

Ernie Els 65-68-70—203 -13
Padraig Harrington 65-70-69—204 -12
Steve Stricker 67-65-73—205 -11
Charlie Wi 66-69-70—205 -11
K.J. Choi 71-67-69—207 -9
Kenny Perry 65-71-71-207 -9
Stewart Cink 70-68-70—208 -8
Steve Flesch 65-69-74—208 -8
Stuart Appleby 71-67-71-209 -7
Shane Bertsch 68-71-70—209 -7
Bernhard Langer 68-70-71-209 -7
Steven Alker 69-71-70-210 -6
Marco Dawson 66-70-74—210 -6
Paul Goydos 69-71-70—-210 -6
Lee Janzen 69-69-72—-210 -6
Mark Hensby 74-67-70-211 -5
John Huston 69-72-70-211 -5
Kevin Sutherland 68-70-73-211 -5
Miguel Angel Jimenez 73-69-70-212 -4
Justin Leonard 73-66-73-212 -4
Scott McCarron 72-68-712-212 -4
Tim Petrovic 68-73-71-212 -4
Mario Tiziani 70-72-70-212 -4
Stephen Ames 70-72-71-213 -3
Glen Day 70-70-73-213 -3
Ken Duke 69-70-74-213 -3
Bob Estes 71-72-70-213 -3
Brian Gay 70-69-74—-213 -3
Heath Slocum 70-73-70-213 -3
Y.E. Yang 68-73-72—-213 -3
Paul Broadhurst 69-69-76—214 -2
Chris DiMarco 65-73-76—214 -2
Joe Durant 75-67-72—-214 -2
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TENNIS/AUTO RACING

Djokovie, Nadal out
early at Italian Open

Associated Press

ROME — Novak Djokovic’s
performance was so poor on Sun-
day that even the 24-time Grand
Slam champion admitted it was
“concerning.”

Djokovic put on one of his worst
displays at one of his favorite tour-
naments as he was upset by 29th-
seeded Alejandro Tabilo in the
third round of the Italian Open.

It was Djokovic’s first match
since accidentally getting
knocked on the head by a water
bottle while signing autographs
after his opening win on Friday.

“I managed to sleep okay. I had
headaches. The next day or yes-
terday was pretty fine, so I thought
it’s okay. Maybe it is okay. Maybe
it’s not,” Djokovic said.

“I mean, the way I felt on the
court today was just completely
like a different player entered into
my shoes. Just no rhythm, no tem-
po, no balance whatsoever on any
shot. It’s a bit concerning.”

Djokovic started off with a dou-
ble-fault and it didn’t get much
better for the six-time Rome
champion.

The top-ranked Djokovic lost
his first two service games and
went on to lose the match 6-2, 6-3
in just 68 minutes, handing Tabilo
the victory when he double-fault-
ed — his fifth of the match — amid
boos at the Foro Italico.

“I'm trying to soak it all in and
wake up right now,” Tabilo said
after the biggest win of his career.
“l was just trying to keep my
nerves in and keep swinging. To-
wards the end my arms were get-
ting tired but I was trying not to
think about it.

“It’s crazy, I just can’t believe
what’s happened. I can’t believe it
right now. I don’t think anyone can
believe it.”

The third-round loss marked
Djokovic’s worst performance at
the Italian Open. He had lost only

S
| L
an

once before to an opponent out-
side the top 10 in Rome, where he
had never gone out before the
quarterfinals.

Djokovic followed Rafael Nadal
to an early exit after the record 10-
time Rome champion lost his
third-round match to Hubert Hur-
kacz 6-1, 6-3 on Saturday.

While Djokovic had said he was
“fine” after the water bottle inci-
dent, it was an unusually off-key
performance from the Serb as he
tries to step up his game on clay
before attempting to defend his ti-
tle at the French Open, which
starts on May 26.

“I was going for kind of easy
training yesterday. I didn’t feel
anything, but I also didn’t feel the
same,” Djokovic said.

“Today under high stress, it was
quite bad — not in terms of pain,
but in terms of this balance. Just
no coordination. Completely dif-
ferent player from two nights ago
... I don’t know. I have to do med-
ical checkups and see what’s go-
ing on.”

Djokovic had 12 unforced errors
to Tabilo’s four and produced 14
winners to his opponent’s 22. It
was also a rare occasion when he
had zero break-point chances.

He was broken four times in the
match, including in the final
game, and Djokovic could only
shake his head when another un-
forced error handed Tabilo match
point.

Djokovic is still without a title
this year — the first time he’s
reached May without a trophy
since 2018, when he was returning
from a right elbow injury.

In the women’s tournament,
second-seeded Aryna Sabalenka
eased through to the fourth round
with a 6-4, 6-2 win over Dayana
Yastremska.

American Sofia Kenin was up-
set by Slovakian qualifier Rebec-
ca Sramkova 6-4, 4-6, 6-4.

ALESSANDRA TARANTINO/AP

Novak Djokovic reacts during his loss to Alejandro Tabilo at the Italian

Open in Rome on Sunday.

DARRON CumMINGS/AP

Alex Palou, of Spain, celebrates after winning the Indianapolis Grand Prix race at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway on Saturday. Palou retook the IndyCar points lead.

Palou pulls away from Power
for Indy GP win, points lead

By MicHAEL MAROT
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Alex Pa-
lou’s first Indianapolis Grand Prix
title fueled his second IndyCar Se-
ries title run.

He’s hoping another dominant
victory on Indianapolis Motor
Speedway’s road course produces
a similar result — perhaps even a
more monumental win in two
weeks.

The Spaniard beat his top two
challengers off pit row on his final
stop Saturday and outmaneu-
vered three-time race winner Will
Power on the race’s only restart to
beat Power to the yard of bricks by
6.6106 seconds.

Christian Lundgaard finished
third, more than eight seconds be-
hind Palou on the 14-turn 2.439-
mile course.

“It’s tough but it’s one of those
races that you’re not really limited
on the tires, so you can just go
hard,” he said. “I would say last
year we had a lot more advantage
last year than this year, but I
would still say the fact we can go
100%, pushing every single lap,
maybe that’s why we see a bigger
differences.”

For Palou, it was another mile-
stone moment in his fifth IndyCar
season.

The 27-year-old led a race-high
39 of 85 laps, captured his 10th ca-
reer win, and his first official win
this season.

Palou did win March’s exhibi-
tion all-star race, giving Chip Ga-
nassi Racing three wins in the last
four IndyCar events, and he be-
came the first back-to-back Indy
GP winner since Power in 2017
and 2018.

The victory also put Palou atop
the season standings, 12 points
ahead of Power, with the season’s
biggest race up next.

Power earned his 3l1st career
runner-up finish, which is sixth
all-time. But the Australian with
Team Penske still hasn’t won a
race since June 2022.

But he was at a significant dis-
advantage with two team mem-
bers — strategist Ron Ruzewski
and engineer Robbie Atkinson —
each serving a two race suspen-
sion for a cheating scandal. And
yet David Faustino, who made the
calls Saturday, still had Power
racing near the front until Power’s
used red tires wore down during
the race’s final stint.

“Just didn’t quite have enough
on thatrestart,” Power said. “Ihad
to lift coming into the last corner,
justhad too much push. Had to lift,
otherwise it would have been an
interesting battle into Turn 1. I
didn’t know whether to go for the
inside or the outside but he made it
very clear he was going to blow up
the inside, so I kind of went the
outside.”

It marked the second straight
year Palou dominated the race,
though he didn’t come close to
matching last year’s victory mar-
gin of nearly 17 seconds.

Still, he had more than enough
to hold off Power’s last strong
challenge and then spent the rest
of the racing padding his lead.

“He had the shorter first gear,
so his restart was a little bit better
than mine,” Palou said of his move
onthe restart. “Ijust saw it coming
and I had to defend. I didn’t want
to give up the lead.”

Two of Palou’s teammates —

six-time series champ Scott Dixon
and Marcus Armstrong — round-
ed out the top five. It was a career-
best finish for Armstrong.

“I'think Alex was just fast today.
He was fast here last year in May,
in August,” Lundgaard said. “He’s
fast wherever we go, really.”

The mistake

Power defended his team after
the race for the cheating scandal
that led to a series of penalties for
Team Penske.

Defending Indy S00 champ Jo-
sef Newgarden was stripped of his
season-opening win, Scott
McLaughlin was stripped of his
third-place finish at St. Peters-
burg, all three drivers were
docked 10 points and fined $25,000
and the strategist and engineers
for Newgarden and Power were
suspended.

“When you’re a top team like
Penske, people certainly like to
blow everything up and make a
big deal of it, although it was just a
mistake,” said Power, who was
cleared of wrongdoing. “It was ac-
tually amistake. I know, I was test-
ing when the software was put in.”

Airing a complaint

Colton Herta fell from first to
third in the points after qualifying
24th and finishing seventh. And
while he was the biggest mover of
the day, he wasn’t happy with An-
dretti Global teammate Marcus
Ericsson. Herta made those
thoughts known on the broad-
cast’s post-race interview.

“Your teammate’s leading the
championship and you race him.
... I don’t know what you’re think-
ing,” Herta said.
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MLB

Skenes makes highly anticipated debut

Rookie Pirates hurler hits triple digits 17
times, strikes out seven in no-decision

By WiLL GRAVES
Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Paul Skenes’
stuff was as electric as advertised.

A fastball that reached at least
100 mph 17 times. A slider that left
major leaguers shaking their
heads. An invention called a
“splinker” that is a hybrid of a
splitter and a sinker and dips and
dives unlike any pitch anywhere
in baseball.

Yet even at age 21, the Pitts-
burgh Pirates rookie
knows all the “oohs” and
“ahs” and knee buckles a
ball that at times seems to
explode out of his right
hand can produce won’t
matter if he can’t control
it.

So while there were
some positive takeaways
from his major league debut on
Saturday — seven strikeouts over
four-plus innings and much, much
later a 10-9 victory over the Chica-
go Cubs — the top overall pick in
last year’s draft understands there
is more work to be done.

He needed 84 pitches to get 12
outs, issued a couple of walks, hit a
batter and was charged with three
runs. For a player whose workload
will be closely monitored, that’s
not nearly as efficient as he’d like.

Yes, there were moments of
brilliance in front of a crowd of
34,924 that included his famous
girlfriend, LSU gymnast and so-
cial media influencer Olivia
Dunne.

There were also moments when

Dunne

Cubs offered a reminder that for
all his talent, Skenes is still a roo-
kie who has been a full-time pitch-
er for less than two years. And it
will take more than testing the
limits of the radar gun to succeed
at baseball’s highest level.

Pirates manager Derek Shelton
blamed Skenes’ inconsistency on
the kind of nervous energy every
player feels when he reaches the
majors. Skenes, who posted a 0.99
ERA in seven starts for Triple-A
Indianapolis before being
called up this week, de-
clined to get into specifics.

“Youcanchalkituptoa
number of  things,”
Skenes said. “But it just
wasn’t as sharp as it’s
been.”

Skenes still became the
first Pirates pitcher age 21
or younger to record at least seven
strikeouts in his major league de-
but since Nick Maddox fanned 11
against the St. Louis Cardinals in
1907 — 95 years before Skenes
was born.

Maddox played just four sea-
sons. Expectations are decidedly
higher for Skenes.

The Pirates teased his call-up
on Wednesday and his highly an-
ticipated arrival gave PNC Park a
playoff-like atmosphere, or at
least as much asit can feel like Oc-
tober in mid-May for a team that
hasn’t reached the postseason
since 201S.

Fans lined up two and three
deep behind the Pirates’ bullpen
beyond the center field fence to

-

GEeNE J. Puskar/AP

Pirates starting pitcher Paul Skenes delivers during the first inning of his major league debut Saturday
against the Chicago Cubs in Pittsburgh. Skenes pitched four innings and got a no-decision.

try to catch some of Skenes’ pre-
game routine. Nearby, the team
store under the left field bleachers
did a brisk business, with some po-
nying up $200 for jerseys with
Skenes’ No. 30 stitched on the
back.

It’'s been a dizzying rise for
Skenes from somewhat anony-
mous Air Force Academy cadet to
College World Series MVP at LSU
toarecord $9.2 million signing bo-
nus to possible franchise corner-
stone. And yet he looked plenty
comfortable.

Skenes, black socks pulled up
high against his white pants, confi-

dently strolled out of the dugout
and bounded over the third-base
line to start what he has likened to
the end of one portion of his life
and the beginning of another.

A significant portion of the
crowd stood while Skenes
warmed up as “Cue Country
Roads” by Charles Wesley God-
win blared over the speakers.

Then Chicago designated hitter
Mike Tauchman stepped into the
batter’s box, and hype gave way to
reality. Skenes unfurled his 6-
foot-6 frame and with his funky
delivery fired a 101 mph fastball to
Trautman that plate umpire Paul

Clemons called a ball.

Tauchman led off the fifth with
a double and Suzuki followed with
an infield single. Shelton then
made his way to the mound to take
Skenes out.

Skenes spent the next several
hours — including a 2-hour, 20-
minute rain delay — trying to de-
compress. He hung out in the dug-
out with a few of his teammates,
some of whose big league careers
began when he was in grade
school.

On Sunday, he’ll try to slip into
the rhythm of the season and be-
gin preparing for his next start.

Stay: Hitting, pitching have been equally impressive for Phillies

FROM PAGE 24

need to. No matter who comes through at
the right time or who comes through each
night.”

Want consistent hitting? Third baseman
Alec Bohm this week just wrapped up an 18-
game hitting streak. Perfect pitching? Ran-
ger Suarez is 7-0 record and 1.50 ERA and
SS strikeouts.

“You’ve got to internally create your own
energy,” manager Rob Thomson said. “We
have a good group of people that can do that.
Stubbs, Marsh, they tend to bring that every
day.”

Some of the super stats tell the story.

The Phillies are 28-12 and their .700 win-
ning percentage is tops in baseball.

They won 11 straight home games before
Wednesday’s loss to Toronto, one shy of
matching the Citizens Bank Park record.
They have won 13 of 15 games overall and 28
of their last 38. Harper has hit three times
this season with the bases loaded — and has
two grand slams. They are 24-1 when lead-
ing after six innings and 25-0 when leading
after the eighth.

Philadelphia’s biggest accomplishment,

MaTT SLocum/AP

Phillies starting pitcher Ranger Suarez is
7-0 with a 1.50 ERA and 55 strikeouts.

though, just might be this: The Phillies are
leading—yes, leading — the NL East by two
games over the Atlanta Braves.

The Phillies ended each of the last two
seasons among baseball’s best. Led by a
homer-happy, bat-spiking offense, the Phil-
lies lost the 2022 World Series in six games
to the Houston Astros. Last season, the Phil-
lies took a 3-2 series lead into Game 6 of the
NL Championship Series before losing the
final two games at home to the Arizona Dia-
mondbacks and bowed out.

What’s not forgotten in Philly is the long
climb it took for the Phillies to reach Octo-
ber.

They were 25-30 at the end of last May.
The Phillies opened 2022 at 22-29 when
they fired manager Joe Girardi and pro-
moted Thomson. Slow starts and sizzling
Junes — 18-8 last year; 19-8 in 2022 — had
become the norm for the Phillies.

This year’s team does have unfinished
business in the postseason. The first World
Series championship since 2008 remains
the ultimate goal. But a great wire-to-wire
regular season and even the division title
that has eluded it is on the table this year.

Anchored by Wheeler and Suérez, the
Phillies boast the best rotation in baseball.
One hiccup is two-time All-Star shortstop
Trea Turner will miss at least six weeks
with a strained left hamstring. Turner had
started all 30 games this season and was hit-
ting .343 with two homers, 10 doubles, nine
RBIs and 10 stolen bases. Without him, the
Phillies are still 6-1.

“I think what happened the last two years
at the end is really motivating for this
group,” Thomson said. “It’s not just Bryce
that’s competitive. I think the entire room is
competitive. They feed off of each other that
way. These guys, they come to play every
day. They are tough. And they have fun at
the same time. It’s just areally good group, a
special group.”

On the stat sheet, the Phillies are better
than those "22 and "23 teams.

That won’t matter much come October.
But if Harper again goes on a late-season
tear and Wheeler keeps shutting teams
down, the Phillies are primed to make an-
other World Series run.

Well, they can just as long as they remem-
ber to stay loose and sexy, baby.
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Scoreboard

American League
East Division

W L Pct GB
Baltimore 26 12 .684
New York 26 15 .634 1%
Boston 20 19 513 6%
Tampa Bay 20 20 .500 7
Toronto 18 21 .462 8

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Cleveland 24 16 .600 —
Minnesota 23 16 .590 123
Kansas City 24 17 .585 Ya
Detroit 20 19 513 3%
Chicago 12 28 .300 12

West Division
w L Pct GB

Texas 22 19 537 -
Seattle 21 19 .525 173
Oakland 19 22 463 3
Los Angeles 15 25 .375 6Y2
Houston 14 25 .359 7

National League

East Division
w L Pct GB
Philadelphia 28 12 .700 —
Atlanta 24 12 .667 2
Washington 19 19 .500 8
New York 18 20 .474 9
Miami 10 31 .244 18%

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Milwaukee 24 15 .615 -
Chicago 23 17 575 12
Pittsburgh 18 22 450 6%2
Cincinnati 17 22 436 7
St. Louis 15 24 .385 9

West Division
w L Pct GB

Los Angeles 27 14 .659 -
San Diego 21 21 .500 6Y2
Arizona 18 22 450 8V
San Francisco 18 23 .439 9
Colorado 11 28 .282 15

Friday’s games

Houston 5, Detroit 2

N.Y. Yankees 2, Tampa Bay 0
Minnesota 3, Toronto 2
Washington 5, Boston 1
Baltimore 4, Arizona 2
Chicago White Sox 6, Cleveland 3
Colorado 4, Texas 2

Kansas City 2, L.A. Angels 1
Seattle 8, Oakland 1

Chicago Cubs 7, Pittsburgh 2
Atlanta 4, N.Y. Mets 2
Philadelphia 8, Miami 2
Milwaukee 11, St. Louis 2
San Diego 2, L.A. Dodgers 1
Cincinnati 4, San Francisco 2

Saturday’s games

Toronto 10, Minnesota 8

Boston 4, Washington 2

Tampa Bay 7, N.Y. Yankees 2
Baltimore 5, Arizona 4, 11 innings
Detroit 8, Houston 2

Chicago White Sox 3, Cleveland 1
Colorado 8, Texas 3

L.A. Angels 9, Kansas City 3
Oakland 8, Seattle 1

Philadelphia 8, Miami 3

Atlanta 4, N.Y. Mets 1

Pittsburgh 10, Chicago Cubs 9
San Francisco 5, Cincinnati 1
Milwaukee 5, St. Louis 3

L.A. Dodgers 5, San Diego 0

Sunday’s games

Arizona at Baltimore
Washington at Boston
Minnesota at Toronto
Houston at Detroit

N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox
Texas at Colorado

Kansas City at L.A. Angels
Oakland at Seattle

Chicago Cubs at Pittsburgh
Philadelphia at Miami

St. Louis at Milwaukee
Cincinnati at San Francisco
L.A. Dodgers at San Diego
Atlanta at N.Y. Mets

Monday’s games

Toronto at Baltimore

Miami at Detroit

Tamﬁa Bay at Boston
Washington at Chicago White Sox
Cleveland at Texas

Oakland at Houston

St. Louis at L.A. Angels
Kansas City at Seattle
Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets
Chicago Cubs at Atlanta
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee
Cincinnati at Arizona
Colorado at San Diego

L.A. Dodgers at San Francisco

Braves lose no-hitter on HR in 9th

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Atlanta’s Max
Fried and two relievers combined
for a no-hitter through 8% innings
before New York’s J.D. Martinez
homered to spoil the bid as the
Braves beat the Mets 4-1 on Satur-
day.

Fried opened with seven no-hit
innings and Joe Jiménez worked
around a pair of walks in the
eighth before Raisel Iglesias re-
tired the first two batters of the
ninth. Martinez homered just over
the wall in right field on the next
pitch off Iglesias, who walked Jeff
McNeil and allowed an infield sin-
gle to Harrison Bader before retir-
ing Brett Baty on a fly to center.

“Giving it up with a homer is
better than an infield single,”
Braves catcher Travis d’Arnaud
said with a grin.

The Braves have not thrown a
no-hitter since Kent Mercker’s
gem against the Los Angeles
Dodgers on April 8,1994. The no-
hitter drought is the fourth-long-
est in the majors.

The Braves have the second-
most wins and second-lowest ERA
in baseball since 1994, a span in
which Hall of Famers Tom Gla-
vine, Greg Maddux and John
Smoltz pitched for the team.

Fried walked three in his seven
innings, throwing 109 pitches, one
shy of his career high. The 30-
year-old left-hander retired the
first eight batters he faced before
issuing consecutive walks to To-
mas Nido and Brandon Nimmo.
He then set down 11 straight be-
fore walking Pete Alonso with one
out in the seventh.

Blue Jays 10, Twins 8: Ernie
Clement broke an 8-all tie with a
bases-loaded single in the seventh
inning and host Toronto overcame
a six-run deficit to beat Minneso-
ta.

Danny Jansen hit a two-run
home run while Bo Bichette and
Davis Schneider each hit solo
homers for the Blue Jays, who
came in having lost six of eight.

Vladimir Guerrero Jr. went 4-
for-S with three RBIs in his 11th
multihit game of the season as the
Blue Jays used a season-best 16
hits to cool off the Twins, who had
won 16 of 18.

Guerrero tied it at 8-all with a
two-run, two-out single off Steven
Okert in the sixth inning.

Carlos Santana hit a three-run
home run and Ryan Jeffers had a
solo homer for the Twins, whose
seven-game road winning streak
was snapped.

Red Sox 4, Nationals 2: Rafael
Devers hit a tiebreaking, two-run
double in the eighth inning to lift
host Boston to a victory over
Washington.

The Red Sox snapped a three-
game losing streak with just their

FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP

The Braves’ Max Fried didn’t allow a hit in seven innings against the
Mets on Saturday, and Atlanta relievers got within one out of finishing
off the no-hitter before New York’s J.D. Martinez homered.

second victory in eight games.

Devers hit his two-out double
over the head of left fielder Eddie
Rosario off Robert Garcia (0-2) af-
ter Tyler O’Neill was intentionally
walked with Rob Refsnyder on
second.

Rays 7, Yankees 2: Randy Aro-
zarena homered and drove in four
runs, Yandy Diaz hit a leadoff
shot, and host Tampa Bay beat
New York.

Arozarena put the Rays ahead
4-2 with a three-run homer in the
third inning off Nestor Cortes
(1-4). The 2023 All-Star has strug-
gled this season — he went 2-for-3
to raise his average to just .154 —
but has gone deep four times in his
last eight games.

Diaz homered on Cortes’ first
pitch of the game. Diaz and Aroza-
rena had RBI doubles in a three-
run seventh.

Phillies 8, Marlins 3: Bryson
Stott hit a tiebreaking, bases-load-
ed triple in the sixth inning, and
major league-best Philadelphia
beat host Miami.

Stott finished with two hits and
four RBIs. Catcher J.T. Realmuto
had a run-scoring single and
threw out two baserunners trying
to steal for the Phillies, who have
won 13 of 1S to improve to 28-12.

Phillies starter Taijuan Walker
(3-0) allowed one run in six in-
nings. He gave up eight hits and
struck out four.

Orioles 5, Diamondbacks 4
(11): Jordan Westburg flicked a
game-ending single inside the
right field line in the 11th inning
for his fourth hit of the day, and
host Baltimore beat Arizona.

Gunnar Henderson tied the ma-

jorleague lead with his 12th homer
of the season for the AL East-lead-
ing Orioles, and Anthony Santan-
der went deep in the eighth to tie
the game at 4-all.

Craig Kimbrel (4-1) worked a
scoreless 11th after a rough stretch
in which the veteran closer failed
to convert four of five save oppor-
tunities. He also worked a score-
less seventh in Friday night’s 4-2
win.

Tigers 8, Astros 2: Mark Canha
hit a grand slam in a seven-run
second inning, Kerry Carpenter
homered twice and host Detroit
beat Houston.

Tarik Skubal (5-0) gave up two
runs on seven hits and two walks
while striking out seven over 6%
innings.

Cristian Javier (2-1) allowed
seven runs on five hits and four
walks in 1/ innings, making his
first start since going on the in-
jured list because of neck discom-
fort nearly a month ago.

White Sox 3, Guardians 1: Mike
Clevinger combined with three re-
lievers on a four-hitter, and host
Chicago topped Cleveland for its
season-high fourth consecutive
victory.

Clevinger permitted one run
and four hits in 4% innings in his
second major league start of the
season. The right-hander, who
signed a $3 million, one-year con-
tract with Chicago on April 4,
struck out five and walked none.

Cleveland wasted a sharp per-
formance by Triston McKenzie
(2-3), who pitched 6% innings of
four-hit ball.

Giants 5, Reds 1: Matt Chap-
man hit a grand slam in the firstin-

ning to lead struggling San Fran-
cisco to a victory over visiting Cin-
cinnati.

The Giants had lost eight of 11
games coming into the contest and
were averaging less than three
runs in their past 1S before Chap-
man provided more than that with
one big swing in the first against
Nick Lodolo (3-2).

Brewers 5, Cardinals 3: Rhys
Hoskins hit a go-ahead three-run
home run in the seventh inning
and host Milwaukee handed St.
Louis its seventh straight loss.

The NL-Central leading Brew-
ers have eight straight wins over
the Cardinals, dating to last sea-
son.

St. Louis, last in the division and
nine games behind Milwaukee,
has the longest current losing
streak in the majors.

Rockies 8, Rangers 3: Elias
Diaz had two hits, including a tie-
breaking single in a six-run sev-
enth inning, Ryan McMahon tied a
career high with four hits, and host
Colorado won its first series of the
season with a victory over Texas.

The Rockies, who had lost 11 of
their first 12 series and split the
other, won their third straight
game for the first time this season.

Jacob Stallings had a two-run
single and Charlie Blackmon had
a two-run double in the seventh,
when the Rockies scored all six
runs with two outs.

Dodgers 5, Padres 0: Teoscar
Hernandez hit a grand slam,
James Paxton tossed six scoreless
innings to remain undefeated and
visiting Los Angeles defeated San
Diego.

Freddie Freeman hit a solo
homer for the Dodgers, who have
won eight of their last nine games.

Paxton (5-0) was masterful
while allowing four hits with four
strikeouts and no walks.

Angels 9, Royals 3: Jo Adell hit
a three-run homer and Kevin Pil-
lar had three hits and three RBIs
in host Los Angeles' victory over
Kansas City.

Tyler Anderson (3-4) yielded
three runs and seven hits in 6% ef-
fective innings for the Halos, end-
ing his five-start winless skid. The
left-hander retired 12 straight at
one point.

Athletics 8, Mariners 1: Rookie
starter Joey Estes struck out five
in five solid innings for his first
major league win after being
called up earlier in the day, and
visiting Oakland beat Seattle.

Abraham Toro and Brent Rook-
er hit run-scoring singles in the
third inning. Max Schuemann
added a three-run double in the
eighth and JJ Bleday had a two-
run homer in the ninth as Oakland
snapped a two-game losing streak.
The A’s had lost five of six follow-
ing a six-game winning streak.
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NHL PLAYOFFS

Skjei’s goal keeps
Hurricanes alive

By AARoON BEARD
Associated Press

RALEIGH,N.C.—The Carolina
Hurricanes turned their last stand
into a season-extending victory.
Incredibly, it was the struggling
power play that got them there.

Brady Skjei scored on the power
play with 3:11 left to help the Hurri-
canes beat the New York Rangers
4-3 on Saturday night, staving off a
sweep by winning Game 4 of the
second-round playoff series.

Skjei’s shot from the the point
came off a feed from Tuevo Tera-
vainen, with the puck zipping past
Igor Shesterkin to catch the upper-
right corner of the goal and bang
into the net. That was Carolina’s
first goal with the man advantage
in17 tries in the series, and it final-
ly pushed Carolina ahead for good
on a night when the Hurricanes
squandered a two-goal lead.

“I don’t care,” coach Rod Brin-
d’Amoursaid of whetherthere was
extra significance to getting the
winner with the man advantage.
“Not tonight. We’ve just got to get
Ws at this time of year.”

The Rangers get another close-
out chance Monday night with the
3-11ead when the series returns to
Madison Square Garden for Game
S.

Evgeny Kuznetsov, Stefan Noe-
senand Sebastian Ahoeach scored
for Carolina, while Frederik An-
dersen finished with 22 saves as
the Hurricanes try to become the
fifth team to rally from a 3-0 deficit
to win a playoff series and first
since 2014.

Everything started with Caroli-
na showing plenty of jump in the
first period, running out to 2-0 and
3-1leads to build momentum.

“Obviously we played alot of ag-
gression,” said Aho, whofinished a
feed from Jake Guentzel fromnear
the slotforthe 3-11lead with 4:31left
in the first period. “We kind of did
what we needed to do. That was a
strong start. We want to do that
again (in Game S).”

The Hurricanes tweaked their
power-play unit to put Skjei on the
top group. And roughly 30 seconds
after a tripping penalty by Ryan
Lindgren, Skjei converted the win-
ner to send Teravainen and Aho
rushing over to hug him and have a
tense home crowd roaring in glee-
ful relief, even if Skjei felt “defi-
nitely celebration” instead.

“I feel like going into every
game, you try to feel confident and
feel you can be the guy to do it,”
Skjei said. “Obviously it doesn’t
happen every night or that often.
But that’s kind of our mindset go-
ing forward here, just win the
day.”

Will Cuylle, Barclay Goodrow
and Alexis Lafreniere scored for
the Rangers, while Shesterkin fin-
ished with 27 saves.

“It’s tough. We dug ourselves a
hole early,” Rangers coach Peter
Laviolette said. “Idon’tthinkit was
because we weren’t ready to play.
... We’ve got to come out a little bit
sharper than that.

“We were competing, we were
working, we were trying to do our
job offensively. But there’s some
things defensively that I thought
we could’ve been a little bit better
in the first period.”

New York had wonits first seven
playoff games after sweeping
Washington in Round 1 and taking
the first three of this series, and
had a chance to become the first
team to reach 8-0 in a postseason
since Edmonton won its first nine
games on the way to claiming the
Stanley Cup in 1985.

The series began with the poten-
tial for heavy drama considering
the Metropolitan Division-win-
ning Rangers also won the Presi-
dents’ Trophy as the league’s top
regular-season team, while the
Hurricanes — in the playoffs for
the sixth straight season — fin-
ished three points behind and en-
tered the NHL playoffs as the favo-
rite to win the Stanley Cup, accord-
ing to Bet MGM Sportsbook.

KarL B DEBLAKER/AP

The Hurricanes’ Brady Skjei, right, is congratulated Saturday by
teammates Bradly Nadeau, center and Teuvo Teravainen after his goal
during the third period of Game 4 against the Rangers in Raleigh, N.C.

DAviD ZALuBOWSKI/AP

Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger stops a Colorado Avalanche shot during the third period of Game 3
of their second-round playoff series Saturday in Denver. Oettinger stopped 29 of 30 shots.

Oettinger shuts down Avs
as Stars take series lead

By ARNIE STAPLETON
Associated Press

DENVER — Tyler Seguin and
Logan Stankoven scored two goals
each and goaltender Jake Oettin-
ger thwarted Colorado’s high-po-
wered offense, stanching the Ava-
lanche’s third-period comeback
prowess in a 4-1 win Saturday
night that gave the Dallas Stars
the upper hand in their Western
Conference second-round series.

“I don’t think a coach has ever
seen a perfect game, but I'll tell
you that’s as close to a perfect road
game as you can play, in my mind,
in this situation,” Stars coach Pe-
ter DeBoer said after Dallas took a
2-1 series lead.

“We knew they going to come
out guns blazing in the first period.
You knew their home record.
They had challenged their best
players, their coach had, after the
last game,” DeBoer said. “So, we
knew we were going to get a lot
thrown at us early in that game.
And our composure throughout
the night I thought was outstand-
ing.”

The Stars have yet to play from
behind in this series against Col-
orado’s high-octane offense led by
Cale Makar, Valeri Nichushkin,
Nathan MacKinnon and Mikko
Rantanen.

Dallas killed three power plays
for the second straight game and
Seguin scored the tiebreaking
goal in the second period for a 2-1
lead that Oettinger held up — he
stopped 29 of 30 shots — with a
pair of empty nettersin the closing
minutes finally giving Dallas
some breathing room.

“We knew coming into this rink,

Scoreboard

Second round

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary)
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Florida 2, Boston 1

Boston 5, Florida 1

Florida 6, Boston 1

Florida 6, Boston 2

Sunday: at Boston

Tuesday: at Florida, AFN-Sports2, 1 a.m.
Wednesday CET; 8 a.m. Wednesday JKT

x-Friday: at Boston

x-Sunda¥, May 19: at Florida

N.Y. Rangers 3, Carolina 1

N.Y. Rangers 4, Carolina 3

N.Y. Rangers 4, Carolina 3, 20T

N.Y. Rangers 3, Carolina 2, OT

Saturday: Carolina 4, N.Y. Rangers 3

Monday: at N.Y. Rangers, AFN-Sports2, 1
a.m. Tuesday CET; 8 a.m. Tuesday JKT

x-Thursday: at Carolina

x-SaturdaEy May 18: at N.Y. Rangers

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Dallas 2, Colorado 1

Colorado 4, Dallas 3, OT

Dallas 5, Colorado 3

Saturday: Dallas 4, Colorado 1

Monday: at Colorado, AFN-Sports2, 3:30
a.m. Tuesday CET; 10:30 a.m. Tuesday JKT

Wednesday: at Dallas

x-Friday: at Colorado

x-Sunday, May 19: at Dallas

Vancouver 1, Edmonton 1

Vancouver 5, Edmonton 4

Edmonton 4, Vancouver 3, OT

Sunday: at Edmonton

Tuesday: at Edmonton, AFN-Sports2,
3:30 a.m. Wednesday CET; 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday JKT

Thursday: at Vancouver

x-Saturday, May 18: at Edmonton

x-Monday, May 20: at Vancouver

how these guys play. And we also
know how we play on the road,”
Seguin said. “So we knew it’d be a
big challenge. I think next game is
going to be a bigger challenge.”
Game 4 is Monday night at Ball
Arena, where the Avalanche are
now 33-10-1, including 2-1 in the
playoffs. The Stars were an NHL-
best 26-10-S on the road during the
season and have won three of four
playoff games away from home.
The Avs pulled goaltender
Alexander Georgiev with just un-
der 2 minutes remaining and Se-

guin scored an empty-netter with
1:37 to go and Stankoven added a
second empty-netter with 28 sec-
onds remaining.

“That was one of the best third
periods we’ve played the whole
postseason,” Oettinger said. “Just
being smart and not taking penal-
ties. I don’t think they had many
scoring chances in the third so we
learned from our mistakes in
Games 1 and 2.”

The Stars regained home-ice
advantage in the best-of-seven se-
ries by throttling Colorado’s high-
powered offense that entered the
night averaging five goals a game
in their first seven playoff games.

Nichushkin was held scoreless
for the first time in these playoffs.
He was looking to become the
third player in NHL history to
have an eight-game goal streak
during the playoffs.

The Stars took a 2-1 lead into the
third period after breaking the tie
on an odd-man rush with just un-
der five minutes left in the second.
Evgenii Dadonov skated down the
left side and sent a pass through
the slot that Seguin redirected
past Georgiev, who had 19 saves
on 21 shots.

Colorado’s only breakthrough
came when MacKinnon stickhan-
dled through three Stars players
and lifted a backhand that Oettin-
ger stopped. The rebound landed
in the crease behind Oettinger,
and Rantanen tapped it in to tie it
1-all midway through the second.

“We did a lot of great things,”
MacKinnon said, “had a lot of
chances, a lot of good looks, just
Oettinger was great and we made
acouple of big errors that cost us.”
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Tatum, Celtics regain control of series

By Tom WITHERS
Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Green uni-
forms. Big shots. Championship-
level intensity.

The Boston Celtics looked much
more like themselves in Game 3.

Jayson Tatum scored 33 points,
Jaylen Brown added 28 and the No.
1-seeded Celtics bounced back
from a stumble at home, beating
the Cleveland Cavaliers 106-93 on
Saturday night to take a 2-1 lead in
the Eastern Conference semifi-
nals.

The Celtics didn’t mess around
after dropping Game 2 on their
home parquet floor by 24 on Thurs-
day. They couldn’t.

“We don’t come to Cleveland for
the weather, so let’s go,” said
Brown, who went 13-for-17 from
the field. “There’s nothing compli-
cated about it: Play defense and the
rest will take care of itself. We
could have done better, but we kept
them under 100.”

The lackluster performance —
Boston was favored by double di-
gits — in Game 2 was reminiscent
of the first round, when the Celtics
lost the second game against Mia-
mi before winning three in a row to
eliminate the Heat.

“Tonight was a great test, an op-
portunity for us to come out and re-
spond, and play better and har-
der,” said Tatum, who added 13 re-
bounds and six assists. “There was
a purpose behind every play. We
did a good job communicating our

Sue OcrocKI/AP

Celtics forward Jayson Tatum celebrates a dunk against the Cavaliers
during the second half of Game 3 of the second-round playoff series.

actions.”

Tatum scored on a three-point
play and the Celtics opened the sec-
ond half with 14 straight points to
take a 23-point lead.

That was way too much for the
Cavs.

“We felt like trying to punch
them in the face right away was the
right option,” said Jrue Holiday,

who scored 15 of his 18 points in the
first half. “J.B. (Brown) told us it
wasn’t over and we knew that.
We’ve been up 20 in the fourth
quarter here and they came back
and won.”

Donovan Mitchell scored 33
points for Cleveland, but the All-
Star guard aggravated a left knee
injury in the fourth quarter and

was labored. With Boston up 13 and
in control, Mitchell left the court
with 1:19 left and walked directly to
the locker room.

Afterward, Mitchell didn’t say
anything about the injury, but be-
moaned Cleveland’s slow start af-
ter halftime.

“It changed the game,” he said.
“Give them credit. They came out
with a sense of urgency. It’s tough
to come back from that. They came
out with an intention.”

Cleveland got within nine three
times in the fourth but the Celtics,
who went just 8-for-35 on 3-point-
ers in Game 2, got back-to-back 3s
from Payton Pritchard and Der-
rick White to slow the Cavs’ come-
back.

Game 4 is Monday in Cleveland.

“We need everybody to be on the
same page and everybody to come
out with the same effort,” Brown
said. “The rest will take care of it-
self because we’ve got enough tal-
ent in this locker room.”

Down by 23 and unable to stop
Tatum, the Cavs clawed back.

They cut Boston’s lead to 1S by
the end of the third, and scored the
first six points in the fourth, send-
ing their towel-waving crowd at
Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse look-
ing for another upset into a frenzy.

But whenever the Celtics needed
abucket, they went to either Tatum
or Brown, who broke down Cleve-
land’s defense for layups or made
tough, contested jumpers.

“When they get going, that’s who

Scoreboard

Second round

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary)
Eastern Conference
New York 2, Indiana 1

New York 121, Indiana 117

New York 130, Indiana 121

Indiana 111, New York 106

Sunday: at Indiana

Tuesday: at New York, AFN-Sports, 2
a.m. Wednesday CET, 9 a.m. Wednesday
JKT

x-Friday: at Indiana

x-Sunday, May 19: at New York

Boston 2, Cleveland 1

Boston 120, Cleveland 95
Cleveland 118, Boston 94
Saturday: Boston 106, Cleveland 93
Monday: at Cleveland, AFN-Sports, 1
a.m. Tuesday CET, 8 a.m. Tuesday JKT
Wednesday: at Boston
x-Friday: at Cleveland
x-Sunday, May 19: at Boston
Western Conference
Dallas 2, Oklahoma City 1

Oklahoma City 117, Dallas 95
Dallas 119, Oklahoma City 110
Saturday: Dallas 105, Oklahoma City 101
Monday: at Dallas, AFN-Sports, 3:30 a.m.
Tuesday CET, 10:30 a.m. Tuesday JKT
Wednesday: at Oklahoma City
x-Saturday, May 18: at Dallas
x-Monday, May 20: at Oklahoma City

Minnesota 2, Denver 1

Minnesota 106, Denver 99

Minnesota 106, Denver 80

Denver 117, Minnesota 90

Sunday: at Minnesota

Tuesday: at Denver, AFN-Sports, 4:30
a.m. Wedneday CET, 11:30 a.m. Wednes-
day JKT

x-Thursday: at Minnesota

x-Sunday, May 19: at Denver

they are,” Mitchell said. “We
fought and we clawed back but that
start of the third quarter, that’s
what did it.”

Evan Mobley added 17 points
and Darius Garland and Caris
LeVert 15 apiece for the Cavs, who
lost for the first time at home in
these playoffs.

Irving, Doncic help Mavs turn back Thunder again

By ScHUYLER DixoN
Associated Press

DALLAS — Luka Doncic already had a
balky right knee and an achy left ankle
when he fell hard on his back while battling
his primary defender, Lu Dort, for a loose
ball.

Not only did Doncic win the ensuing jump
ball, the NBA scoring champion tracked
down the loose ball that followed with his
Dallas Mavericks clinging to a late lead.

“Everything,” Doncic said when asked
what hurt, a few minutes after walking gin-
gerly to the locker room with Dallas having
beaten Oklahoma City 105-101 on Saturday
to secure a 2-1 lead in the Western Confe-
rence semifinals. “I'm just battling out
there.”

The same could be said for plenty of oth-
ers.

Kyrie Irving scored 22 points, including a
running left-hander in the lane in the final
minute to help the Mavs hold on.

Doncic also had 22 points to go with 15 re-
bounds, and P.J. Washington Jr. scored 27,
just two shy of his playoff high from Dallas’
Game 2 victory.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander had 31 points,
10 rebounds and four blocks, but was called
for a charge with Doncic defending on a
drive with 29 seconds left and the Thunder
trailing by five.

Chet Holmgren, who scored 13 points, al-
so had four blocks as Oklahoma City fin-

ished with 10. But the Thunder were outre-
bounded 16-5 on the offensive glass by the
scrappy Mavs, who had a 16-9 edge in sec-
ond-chance points.

Top-seeded Oklahoma City has lost con-
secutive games after starting S-0 in the
playoffs. Game 4 is Monday night in Dallas.

“It’s extremely competitive,” Holmgren
said. “Both teams really want it. If you take
the result out of it, it’s everything that you
want to be going through in a basketball
game.”

Irving bounced back from just the third
single-digit scoring game of his lengthy
playoff career with 14 points in the second
half, including six consecutive Dallas points
in the fourth quarter that helped the Mavs
to their biggest lead of the final period at
nine.

The Dallas lead was three after a missed
3-pointer from Gilgeous-Alexander when
Irving drove across the lane and hit a run-
ner for a 104-99 lead with 39 seconds to go.

The eight-time All-Star, coming off just
eight shots and nine points when Dallas
evened the series in Oklahoma City, was 10-
for-17 from the field and had seven assists to
lead the team for the second game in a row.

“One of my coaches just came up to me
and said I waited too long, so obviously I've
got to be better on my end,” said Irving, who
made all four of his fourth-quarter shots.
“We’re going against a young team. So we
just want to continue to do the things that get

ToNy GuTIERREZ/AP

Mavericks Kyrie Irving, left, and Luka
Doncic celebrate Dallas’ win in Game 3 of
the second-round playoff series against
the Oklahoma City Thunder on Saturday.

us these W’s, and it starts on the defensive
end.”

Washington had a 19-point first half for
the second consecutive game, once again
finishing three points shy of the combined
total before the break for Irving and Doncic.
Washington was 3-for-6 from 3-point range
in the first half and S-for-12 for the game.

“He’s hooping,” Gilgeous-Alexander

said. “We’ve got to turn that water off if we
want to win this series, for sure.”

Oklahoma City coach Mark Daigneault
decided to foul Dereck Lively I intentional-
ly in the fourth quarter, and the rookie cen-
ter missed three of the first four free
throws. But he hit the next four in a row, the
last putting Dallas up 100-95 with 3:06 to go.

Lively, who shot 51% from the line in the
regular season and came in 11-for-21 in the
playoffs, finished 8-for-12 on free throws
and had 12 points and eight rebounds.

Mavericks center Daniel Gafford, who
dealt with a dislocated pinkie finger in
Game 2, exited in the second quarter after
injuring his left shoulder in an inadvertent
collision with Josh Giddey.

Gafford returned to the court for the sec-
ond half with the shoulder in a large wrap,
but took it off and was still in the starting
lineup. He was limited to six minutes after
the break, finishing with eight points.

Oklahoma City’s Jalen Williams stayed
down for almost 30 seconds of live action in
the third quarter, ending in a 3-pointer by
Irving, after injuring his left ankle. Wil-
liams went to the locker room briefly but re-
turned early in the fourth quarter and fin-
ished with 16 points and eight assists.

Isaiah Joe had his playoff career best for
a game with 10 points before halftime, hit-
ting a 3 just before the buzzer to give Okla-
homa City a 52-51 lead at the break. Joe fin-
ished with 13.
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Celtics regain control of series

Boston wins Game 3 in Cleveland
for 2-1 lead » NBA playoffs, Page 23

‘Stay Loose and Sexy,

baby’

Phillies are red-hot, loving life
as one of top teams in majors

By DAN GELSTON
Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — The Phil-
lies are hot, that much is certain,
with Bryce Harper and Zack
Wheeler powering and pitching
the team to the best record in base-
ball and a recent home winning
streak that nearly matched the
franchise record.

Hot, yes. But sexy, too?

Well, no team has been quite as
alluring to the packed crowds at
Citizens Bank Park as the Phillies.
Just ask them.

Brandon Marsh, the outfielder
with the Rip Van Winkle whiskers,
was mic’d up for an ESPN Sunday
night game when he was relayed a
fan question from social media by
the broadcast booth: If you had to
start a rock band, who would you
take from the team and what’s the
band name?

Marsh rattled off catcher Gar-
rett Stubbs, slugger Kyle Schwar-
ber and outfielder Cristian Pache
as his fellow band members, then
as he hustled off the field after
making a catch, blurted out the
name that has since launched a
blossoming business of the catch-
phrase T-shirts.

INSIDE

Fried pitches gem as Braves down Mets
Page 21

“Stay Loose and Sexy, baby,”
Marsh said.

Marsh said he has his own band
shirt — which he has yet to reveal
— and the Phillies have reveled
this week in the attention the fic-
tional name has stirred.

Stubbs — the backup catcher/
clubhouse DJ/ Bud box hat fash-
ionista— wants in as guitarist and
backup singer. Of note, he does not
play guitar or sing much more
than on team karaoke nights.

“Pretty electric from Marshy,”
Stubbs said.

Taking center stage as an MLB
headline act, the Phillies are about
as plugged in to playing good base-
ball as a team can be these days.
Just take a look at their greatest
hits — such as Harper’s three-run
homer in a Monday win over San
Francisco. For an encore? Harper
smashed a grand slam the next
night against Toronto.

“As a team, any given night, ev-
eryone’s going to do their job,”
Harper said. “We’re not really
worried about our numbers as in-
dividuals. We’re just going out
there trying to win the games we

SEE STAY ON PAGE 20
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Above: Outfielder Brandon Marsh coined the phrase that fans have adopted as the Phillies’ motto this
season. Right: Bryce Harper has already hit two grand slams, his last coming on May 7 against Toronto.
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