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Culture wars
collide with
budget hattle

By ABiGAiL HAUSLOHNER,
MARIANNA SOTOMAYOR
AND DAN LAMOTHE
The Washington Post

he Republican-led House is
T expected to vote as soon as
this week on an $886 billion

bill that aims to shape Pentagon
policy next year, but its path to

passage faces a potentially messy
partisan battle over abortion ac-
cess, LGBTQ+ rights, efforts to
promote diversity in the military
and other politically charged so-
cial issues.

The House version of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act
includes increased investment in

precision missiles, warships and
newer technologies like artificial
intelligence and hypersonics —
core bipartisan priorities as the
Pentagon directs greater attention
toward China. It also authorizes a
5.2% base pay increase for mili-
tary personnel and expanded sup-
port for their families through

CRrysTAL Housman/U.S. Air Ntnal Guard
An airman from the California Air National Guard’s 129th Rescue Wing wears a lanyard celebrating Pride in August in San Jose, Calif.

House GOP could bring politically charged social issues into defense bill negotiations

housing improvements, and
broader access to child care,
health care and education bene-
fits.

“The threat posed by China is
real, and it represents the most
pressing national security chal-

SEE BUDGET ON PAGE 7

UKraine
gains G7
security
pledges

By CHR1S MEGERIAN,
LorNE Cook
AND SEUNG MiIN Kim
Associated Press

VILNIUS, Lithuania — Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy welcomed fresh pledges of
weapons and ammunition to fight
Russia’s invasion along with long-
er-term security commitments
from the West on Wednesday even
as he expressed disappointment
over the lack of a clear path for his
country to join NATO as the alli-
ance wrapped up its annual sum-
mit.

“The Ukrainian delegation is
bringing home a significant secur-
ity victory for the Ukraine, for our
country, for our people, for our
children,” he said while flanked
by U.S. President Joe Biden and
other leaders from the Group of
Seven most powerful democratic
nations.

A joint declaration issued by the
G7 lays the groundwork for each
nation to negotiate agreements to
help Ukraine bolster its military
over the long term. Zelenskyy de-
scribed the initiative as a bridge
toward eventual NATO member-
ship and a deterrent against Rus-
sia.

Biden said, “Our support will
last long into the future. We’re go-
ing to help Ukraine build a strong,
capable defense.”

The Ukrainian and American
presidents also met privately
along with their advisers, and Bi-
den pledged later that “the United
States is doing everything we can
to get you what you need.” He ac-
knowledged that Zelenskyy is
sometimes “frustrated” by the

SEE UKRAINE ON PAGE 9
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Officials: 3 firms shared sensitive data about taxpayers

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A group of
congressional Democrats report-
ed Wednesday that three large tax
preparation firms sent “extraordi-
narily sensitive” information on
tens of millions of taxpayers to
Facebook parent company Meta
over the course of at least two
years.

Their report urges federal
agencies to investigate and poten-
tially go to court over the wealth of
information that H&R Block, Tax-
Act and Tax Slayer shared with

the social media giant.

In a letter to the heads of the
IRS, the Justice Department, the
Federal Trade Commission and
the IRS watchdog, seven lawmak-
ers say their findings “reveal a
shocking breach of taxpayer pri-
vacy by tax prep companies and
by Big Tech firms.”

Their report said highly person-
al and financial information about
sources of taxpayers’ income, tax
deductions and exemptions was
made accessible to Meta as tax-
payers used the tax software to

Military rates

prepare their taxes.

That data came to Meta through
its Pixel code, which the tax firms
installed on their websites to gath-

Euro costs (July 13)

C

British pound (July 13)
Japanese yen (July 13)
South Korean won (July 13)

cial rates

Bahrain (Dinar)
Britain (Pound)
Canada (Dollar)
China (Yuan)
Denmark (Krone)
Egypt (Pound)
Euro

Hong Kong (Dollar)
Hungary (Forint)
Israel (Shekel)
Japan (Yen)
Kuwait (Dinar)
Norway (Krone)
Philippines (Peso)
Poland (Zloty)
Saudi Arabia (Riyal)
Singapore (Dollar)
South Korea (Won)

er information on how to improve
their own marketing campaigns.
In exchange, Meta was able to ac-
cess the data to write targeted al-
gorithms for its own users.

The program collected informa-
tion on taxpayers’ filing status, in-
come, refund amounts, names of
dependents and approximate fed-
eral tax owed, among other things,
the report states.
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$1.26
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6.7163 ratesare ir_‘lterbank rates prO\_/ided for referer]ce
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SAF drops monthly bonuses for 33 jobs

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

More than 30 Air Force jobs no
longer qualify for special pay based
on their level of difficulty, accord-
ing to an annual service review.

An Air Force board that reviews
pay for special-duty assignments
looked at more than 100 career
fields and determined there are 70
specialties that will still receive the
monthly bonus in fiscal 2024, which
begins Oct. 1. That’s down from 103
in the previous year.

Bonus pay for these jobs ranges
from $75 to $450 monthly and va-

riesbased on skill level, assignment
location and training levels, the Air
Force said.

The jobs losing the bonus pay in-
clude cryptologic language analyst,
flight attendant, diagnostic medical
sonography, defense courier, dog
handler, airborne mission system
operator and some weather sup-
port jobs, according to a list of
changes confirmed by the Air
Force.

The service said last month that
these decisions were made sepa-
rate from budget considerations,
though its proposed 2024 budget in-

cluded a reduction of about 3,700
airmen receiving the special bonus
pay atasavings of more than $4 mil-
lion.

These cuts were made to “main-
tain parity with specialties of simi-
lar duties, responsibilities and
training,” the service said in a state-
ment about the bonus changes.

The Air Force also added four
new jobs to the list, increased pay
for 11 positions and decreased pay
for seven.

The new jobs receiving special-
duty pay are material manage-
ment, bomber airborne mainte-

nance support, enlisted faculty in-
structor at the Air Force Academy,
and special missions support.

This review did not include pilot
incentives and bonuses, which are
handled separately.

The Space Force conducted the
same board review for the first time
since the military branch was cre-
ated three years ago. The service
inherited its bonus pay structure
from jobs that it acquired from the
Air Force, and last month an-
nounced it will remove three of the
14 jobs receiving special pay and
add two new ones.

Airmen and guardians can ex-
pect the changes to take effect Oct.
1. For those in a job that will be re-
moved from the list, they will con-
tinue to receive half the amount
that they collected in 2023 through
the next fiscal year.

The Air Force announced similar
cuts to special-duty pay last year,
but Air Force Secretary Frank
Kendall reversed the decision
weeks before the changes would
have gone into effect.

thayer.rose@stripes.com
Twitter: @Rose_Lori

Navy secretary signs order mandating mental health care

By KELLY AGEE
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan
—The U.S. Navy and Marine Corps
have apparently become the first
U.S. service branches to imple-
ment the Brandon Act, a set of pol-
icies that provide service members
with a confidential evaluation and
greater access to mental health
care.

Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del
Toro signed the instruction Mon-
day, according to the parents of
Brandon Castera and a USNI News
report Tuesday. President Joe Bi-
den signed the measure into law in
December 2021 as part of the fiscal
2022 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act.

The act is named for Petty Offi-
cer 3" Class Brandon Castera, an
aviation electrician. Castera, 21,
died by suicide June 25,2018, at Na-
val Station Norfolk, Va. A com-
mand investigation found that a
combative and toxic leadership
contributed to his death.

Brandon’s parents, Teri and Pa-
trick Castera, two months after his
death started a push to get the mea-
sure passed, an uphill battle of
phone calls and trips to the Penta-
gon, Patrick Castera told Stars and
Stripes by phone Wednesday.

“He will forever be saving lives
and his death meant something, as

Davip BRANDES/U.S. Marine Corps

Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro speaks at Marine Corps Base
Quantico, Va., in May. He signed the Brandon Act, a set of policies
that provide service members with a confidential evaluation and
greater access to mental health care, on Monday.

tragic as it was,” his father said. “I
know he’s smiling at us. He had a
smile and made everyone want to
smile.”

The Brandon Act allows service
members to seek confidential help
for any mental health issue, at any
time, in any environment, thereby
reducing the stigma associated
with seeking mental health treat-
ment.

The act requires a mental health
evaluation as soon as service mem-

bers self-report, according to the-
brandonact.org, a website the Cast-
eras created. The Brandon Act
“will also allow Americans serving
in uniform to seek help confiden-
tially and, if necessary, outside of
the chain of command,” according
to the website.

The measure also mandates an-
nual training from the Department
of Defense on recognizing mem-
bers who may need a mental health
evaluation.

Under the law, commanders and
supervisors must ensure that ser-
vice members understand the pro-
cedure for requesting a mental
health evaluation, ensure they are
referred as soon as possible, main-
tain privacy protections and not
seek the results of evaluations,
among other requirements.

Del Toro called the Casteras as
they drove to their Peoria, Ariz.,
home with word that he had signed
the order to implement the act, Pa-
trick Castera said. Del Toro read
the policy over the phone and said
he was signing it on the spot, Cast-
era said. The secretary later sent a
photo of the signed document to the
Castera family.

“It brought tears to our eyes
knowing that he actually signed the
actintoNavy and Marine law,” Teri
Castera said. “It was thrilling.”

The Casteras posted the news
Tuesday on The Brandon Act Face-
book page, where a flood of com-
ments followed.

“This is amazing,” Petty Officer
2nd Class Emilie Nielson, a gun-
ner’s mate, wrote. “I can’t tell you
how many hoops I had to jump
through to seek help for my own
mental health through the military.
This is a huge step in the right di-
rection.”

Two months ago, Nielson, of Al-
buquerque, N.M., was stationed on

the amphibious transport dock
USS Mesa Verde, when she experi-
enced difficulty getting help for
anxiety and depression, she told
Stars and Stripes via Facebook
Messenger on Wednesday.

“When I was on the ship, the big
issue I faced was getting an ap-
pointment,” Niel-
son said. The
process involved
getting screened
by medical spe-
cialists who set
up a doctor ap-
pointment for a
referral to a ther-
apist, she said.
The process could take weeks or
months.

“There’s a saying the Navy has:
‘Ship, shipmate, self,” which to me
is completely backwards,” Nielson
said. “If I can’t take care of myself
first, how canI take care of my ship-
mates or my ship? When I told my
command about my view on the
saying I received some pushback.”

TheNavyrecorded 72 suicidesin
fiscal 2022, according to the De-
fense Department.

“This is to erase the stigma out
there about mental health, it is OK
to seek help,” Patrick Castera said.

Castera

agee.kelly@stripes.com
Twitter: @KellyA_Stripes

Crash of Air Force drone in Romania last summer blamed

By JENNIFER H. Svan
Stars and Stripes

Human error caused a U.S. Air
Force MQ-9 Reaper to crash last
summer near an air base in Roma-
nia, resulting in a loss of more
than $14 million, an investigation
found.

The drone smashed into a corn-
field outside the 71st Air Base in
Campia Turzii on July 14, 2022,
according to local media reports.

No injuries and minimal dam-
age to civilian property were re-
ported, according to the Air Com-
bat Command investigation re-

port, which was released last
week. The Reaper had a value of
about $14.6 million.

Investigators determined pilot
error “based on channelized at-
tention” and “poor airmanship”
were to blame.

The report said the unmanned
aircraft system, assigned to the
432nd Wing at Creech Air Force
Base, Nev., came down at an un-
disclosed location in Europe.

The pilot and sensor operator
tried to land the drone when its
control system network began
malfunctioning shortly after take-

off during a training mission, ac-
cording to the report.

The pilot singularly focused on
a “stuck (engine) torque” after an
electrical anomaly caused the en-
gine indicators to freeze on the pi-
lot’s display, the report stated. As
a result, he misidentified the
proper emergency procedure and
he and the sensor operator failed
to run through an emergency en-
gine failure checklist, the report
said.

When the Reaper arrived over-
head at the designated airfield,
the pilot and operator in effect

shut down the engine to try and
safely glide the aircraft into a
landing, the report said.

But because of the malfunction,
the cockpit display suggested the
engine still was operating, Air
Combat Command said in a state-
ment issued with the investigation
findings.

Based on the erroneous belief
that the engine was running, the
team tried to abort the landing and
go-around for another attempt.

Soon afterward, the pilot said he
couldn’t control the drone. He
stalled it eight times before the

on pilot error

Reaper ran out of energy, accord-
ing to the report.

The Air Force has flown drone
missions from Romania since
2021, when the service moved 90
airmen and an unspecified num-
ber of MQ-9 Reapers to Campia
Turzii.

The Reapers help with surveil-
lance and reconnaissance in the
Black Sea region, where the U.S.
regularly has accused Russia of
dangerous intercepts of aircraft.

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @stripesktown
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N. Korea tests IGBM days after threatening US

By Davip CHol
AND Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Kore-
a — North Korea fired an intercontinental
ballistic missile off its eastern coast around
10 a.m. Wednesday, according to military
authorities in South Korea and Japan.

The missile was launched from the Py-
ongyang area at a high angle and flew about
620 miles before splashing down in the Sea
of Japan, or the East Sea, South Korea’s
Joint Chiefs said in a message to news re-
porters.

“North Korea’s launch of a long-range
ballistic missile is a serious provocation
that undermines the peace and stability of
the Korean Peninsula and the international
community,” the message said.

Japan’s military detected an ICBM being
fired from near Pyongyang at 9:59 a.m. that
flew for 74 minutes before splashing into
the sea about 15S miles west of Okushiri Is-
land, beyond the country’s exclusive eco-
nomic zone, Chief Cabinet Secretary Hiro-
kazu Matsuno said at a news conference
Wednesday.

The missile flew at a maximum altitude
of 3,730 miles, Matsuno said. No damage
was reported as of Wednesday afternoon.

“We will continue to work closely with re-
lated countries, such as the United States
and South Korea, and will put our utmost ef-
forts to gather and analyze information and
to monitor the situation in order to protect
the lives and properties of the Japanese citi-
zens,” Japan’s Ministry of Defense said on
its website.

The ICBM launch comes nearly 1 Y2
months after North Korea attempted on
May 31 to launch what it called a surveil-
lance satellite. The rocket failed and the
vehicle fell into the Yellow Sea, where it was
recovered by South Korea.

The regime promised another attempt
soon.

North Korea last tested an ICBM on April
13. The state-run Korean Central News
Agency called it a Hwasong-18, the coun-
try’s first solid-fueled ICBM. The launch,
which prompted Japan to warn Hokkaido
residents to seek shelter, was also fired
from near Pyongyang and flew 620 miles at
a high angle.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida,
who is at the NATO summit in Vilnius, Lith-
uania, has ordered a maximum effort to
gather and analyze information related
to Wednesday’s launch, according to
the Prime Minister’s Office.

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol
was also at the NATO summit on Wednes-
day, talking to the North Atlantic allies
about the threat posed by North Korea’s nu-
clear-weapons program, according to
media reports.

Wednesday’s launch follows threats by
the communist regime on Monday to shoot
down U.S. reconnaissance aircraft. The
North Koreans alleged that crewed RC-135
and unmanned RQ-Global Hawk aircraft
violated its maritime airspace between July
2 and Friday.

Kim Yo Jong, a senior Workers’ Party of-
ficial and the sister of North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un, alleged Monday that U.S. mil-
itary aircraft had crossed the maritime mil-
itary demarcation line dividing the Korean
Peninsula and into the country’s exclusive
economic zone, according to KCNA.

She also warned that the regime will not

be responsible for “what dangers are fac-
ing” U.S. aircraft if they continue to cross its
territory.

South Korea’s military has denied the
claim and said its joint aerial reconnais-
sance operations with the U.S. were routine.

Washington echoed Seoul’s denial and
said the North’s “recent statements that
U.S. flights above its claimed exclusive eco-
nomic zone are unlawful are unfounded,”
State Department spokesman Matthew
Miller said at a press conference Tuesday.

Prior to Wednesday’s launch, North Ko-
rea had fired 14 ballistic missiles in 10 sep-
arate days of testing so far this year. The
most recent launch was June 15, when the
North fired two short-range ballistic mis-
siles off its eastern coast.

North Korea has been prohibited by the
U.N. Security Council from “all ballistic
missile activities” since 2006, when the or-
ganization unanimously adopted resolu-
tions to punish the regime for its first nucle-
ar test the same year.

choi.david@stripes.com
Twitter: @choibboy

B-52 makes landing in Tokyo due to maintenance issue

By SETH RoBsonN
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
A B-52 Stratofortress bomber di-
verted to the home of U.S. Forces
Japan in western Tokyo on
Wednesday morning due to an in-
flight maintenance issue

The aircraft, assigned to the Sth
Bomb Wing at Minot Air Force
Base, N.D., arrived at Yokota at
10:22 a.m., according to an 11:06
a.m. post on the base’s website.

“Itlanded safely and without in-
cident,” the post said.

The B-52 is in the Indo-Pacific
region to support a training exer-
cise, a Pacific Air Forces spokes-

A B-52 Stratofortress bomber parks at Yokota Air Base, Japan, on Wednesday.

YA i il SR AR

sl
=

KeLLy AGeE/Stars and Stripes

man, Maj. Christopher Merian,
told Stars and Stripes by email
that afternoon.

PACAF records show the last
time a B-52 landed at Yokota was
in 1989 during the Japanese-
American Friendship Festival, he
added.

The Yokota incident occurred a
week after four B-52s arrived at

Andersen Air Force Base, Guam,
as part of the Air Force’s ongoing
bomber task force missions in-
tended to project U.S. air power in
the region.

Those planes are assigned to the
20th Expeditionary Bomb Squad-
ron at Barksdale Air Force Base,
La., PACAF said in a news release
Tuesday.

The Minot-based 23rd Bomb

Squadron has also deployed to
Guam with four more Stratofor-
tresses, Andersen’s 36th Wing
said in an email Wednesday after-
noon, without stating when those
planes arrived.

In total, there are eight B-52s
and 385 airmen deployed to Guam
in support of the bomber task
force missions, the wing said.

“Each mission flown further

demonstrates our ability to pro-
vide agile combat ready forces
and long-range strike capabilities
to combatant commanders across
the globe,” Lt. Col. Jared Patter-
son, the bomb squadron’s com-
mander, said in the PACAF re-
lease.

The B-52s on Guam will train
while integrating alongside allies
and partners throughout the re-

gion, the release said.

“From those maintaining or fly-
ing these bombers to those behind
the scenes enabling the mission,
our ability to credibly assure Al-
lies and deter adversaries re-
quires every Airman out here,”
Patterson said.

robson.seth@stripes.com;
Twitter: @SethRobsonl

Retired soldier accused of stealing, crashing Humvee at Fort Stewart

By CorREY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

ATLANTA — The man accused
of crashing a Humvee into the
front entrance of the 3rd Infantry
Division’s headquarters building
at Fort Stewart is a retired soldier
and Iraq war veteran, officials at
the Georgia Army post said Tues-
day.

Treamon D. Lacy was charged
Monday by Army investigators
with theft of government property
and destruction of government

property after they arrested him
at the scene of the crash, said Ke-
vin Larson, a Fort Stewart spokes-
man. Lacy was being held in the
Liberty County jail near Fort
Stewart as of Tuesday afternoon,
jail records show.

Lacy, 39, retired from the Army
as a staff sergeant in July 2013 af-
ter serving more than a decade as
a wheeled vehicle mechanic, ac-
cording to the Army.

He served two combat deploy-
ments to Iraq.

Fort Stewart military police de-
tained Lacy after he crashed the
Humvee at about 10 a.m. into the
glass front doors of the 3rd ID
headquarters, known as Building
1 on the post.

No one was injured in the crash,
but it destroyed the building front
entrance, Larson said.

The suspect’s status as a retired
veteran gave him access to the in-
stallation, Larson said. He de-
clined further comment on the in-
cident.

Officials have not said when La-
cy allegedly stole the Humvee or
whether they believe he crashed it
intentionally into the division
headquarters, which houses the
3rd ID’s commanding general, his
deputies and much of the division
staff.

Lacy had yet to appear in court
as of Tuesday afternoon, jail rec-
ords show.

His case was expected to be
handled by federal prosecutors
with the U.S. Attorney’s Office for

the Southern District of Georgia,
according to the Army.

The incident marked the second
theft of an Army Humvee in about
one week.

Someone stole a Humvee from
the California Army National
Guard’s Santa Rosa armory on Ju-
ly 3.

It has not yet been recovered,
according to California officials.

dickstein.corey@stripes.com
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC
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Carbon filters reduced PFAS
contamination at US Navy bases

By ALEX WILSON
AND HANA KusumMmoTO
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan— Newly installed water fil-
ters appear to have reduced toxic
PFAS compounds in wastewater
attwo U.S. basesin Japan, accord-
ing to Navy and Japanese author-
ities.

Samples taken over the past
year at Yokosuka and Naval Air
Facility Atsugi, both southwest of
Tokyo, revealed high levels of
PFOS and PFOA, two common
PFAS compounds that are sus-
pected of causing significant
health issues. The samples
showed the toxins present in some
cases at 258 times Japan’s provi-
sional limit of S0 parts per trillion.

However, survey results re-
leased Monday by Kanagawa pre-
fecture indicate that granular ac-
tivated carbon filters installed by
the Navy have reduced the con-
tamination to less than 1/10* of Ja-
pan’s limit, according to anews re-
lease from the prefecture.

PFAS — per- and polyfluoroal-
kyl substances — are manufac-
tured chemicals commonly found

in fire-extinguishing foam widely
used at airports, factories and mil-
itary bases, and in household
products such as electronics,
paint and water-repellent cloth-
ing.

The Environmental Protection
Agency refers to PFAS as “forever
chemicals” because they “break
down very slowly and can build up
in people, animals and the envi-
ronment over time.” Current re-
search shows high levels of expo-
sure can lead to fertility issues, de-
velopmental effects, increased
risks of cancers and other health
concerns.

On Sept. 22, a fire-suppression
system inside a NAF Atsugi hang-
ar accidentally released about
1,850 gallons of fire-extinguishing
foam that reached a retention
pond on the base, according to the
prefecture. October water sam-
ples showed combined PFOS and
PFOA present at S30 to 910 parts
per trillion, the release states.

The combined concentration
dropped to as low as 4.6 parts per
trillion after the base installed the
filters, according to the release.

Water damage caused the foam

release, which was mostly con-
tained inside the hangar, Naval
Forces Japan spokeswoman
Cmdr. Katie Cerezo told Stars and
Stripes by email Wednesday.
Only a “small amount” of the
foam reached the base’s stormwa-
ter system and the retention pond,
she said, and the water was “suc-
cessfully treated” with the filters.
Last year, several wastewater
tests at Yokosuka, about 25 miles
southeast of NAF Atsugi, also
showed high levels of PFOS and
PFOA at a wastewater treatment
plant, with the highest levels
around 12,900 parts per trillion.
The base installed the carbon
water filters in November and re-
moved the fire-extinguishing
foam containing PFAS. By De-
cember, water sampling by U.S.
Forces Japan and the Japanese
government showed levels be-
tween 1.8 and 3.2 parts per trillion,
according to the prefecture.
Further surveys on March 20
showed levels of 2.9 to 3.8 parts
per trillion, the release said.
Cerezo declined to say whether
the source of Yokosuka’s contam-
ination has been identified but

m

AxiFumi IsHIKAwA/Stars and Stripes

A fire-suppression system at Naval Air Facility Atsugi, Japan,
accidentally released about 1,850 gallons of toxic foam on Sept. 22,

according to Kanagawa prefecture.

said no more high PFAS concen-
trations have been reported, mak-
ing a “one-time, inadvertent input
into the system” the “likely
source.”

Recent tests showed no detecta-
ble PFAS levels at Yokosuka, she
said, and Naval Forces Japan re-
mains “committed to environ-
mental stewardship at all of our
installations.”

U.S. Forces Japan does not in-
tend to provide further test results
unless the levels exceed Japan’s
S0 parts-per-trillion provisional
limit, according to Kanagawa pre-

fecture.

Cerezo said Japan Environmen-
tal Governing Standards estab-
lishes a S0 parts per trillion limit
on drinking water but has no es-
tablished limit for wastewater.

“The latest testing shows no de-
tectable level of PFOS in the
wastewater treatment plant,” she
wrote in her email. “Since it is at
the non-detect level, the need to
continue to report is no longer
warranted.”

wilson.Alex@stripes.com T
witter: @AlexMNWilson
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Army seeks Al to predict enemy’s next step

By J.P. LAWRENCE
Stars and Stripes

The Army wants artificial intel-
ligence that can predict what an
enemy will do next, and it’s look-
ing for outside help to turn its wish
into reality.

The service published a notice
last week saying it seeks software
for its intelligence analysts that
can run 3D simulations showing
how the situation on a battlefield
could evolve.

The notice to the defense indus-
try spells out the Army’s wish list
for a system that uses AI, which
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
and service leaders have said is a
top tech modernization priority.

Issued by troops based at the
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Mary-
land, the request for information
assumes a future in which human
soldiers are surrounded by weap-
onry and vehicles guided by Al

These tech-driven wars will re-

quire commanders to learn new
ways of fighting rapidly. The war
in Ukraine and an earlier armed
conflict between Armenia and
Azerbaijan are cited as examples.

In both instances, tactics
changed so quickly that intelli-
gence analysts struggled to pre-
dict what the enemy would do, the
notice said.

Ideally, the AI system created
for the service would analyze dis-
parate bits of intelligence, fore-

cast what the enemy is doing and
predict vulnerabilities, all while
running on alaptop and being easy
to learn and use, the notice said.

The request follows several
years of multibillion-dollar invest-
ment by the Army in artificial in-
telligence.

Military leaders say Al can help
commanders understand the vo-
luminous amounts of intelligence
data gathered on the battlefield. In
addition to the U.S., Russia and es-

pecially China have emerged as
deep-pocketed investors in Al
technology.

Defense companies that have
the ability to build a prototype Al
are asked in the notice to send the
Army information about what
they can do and how much money
and time it would take to build the
software.

lawrence.jp@stripes.com
Twitter: @jplawrence3

Family has witnessed
century of sub history

By CAIrTLYN BURCHETT
The Virginian-Pilot

The grooves of the Will fam-
ily’s gold-plated dolphins have
tarnished. But the submarine
warfare insignia, having been
pinned to the chests of four gen-
erations, shines nonetheless.

The dolphins have been hand-
ed down from Will to Will for 100
years, bearing witness to major
conflicts and events — World
War II, the Cold War, the fall of
the Berlin Wall, the Iraq War —
and the U.S. Navy’s shift from
diesel ships to nuclear powered
warfighters. That century of Na-
val submarine history is mapped
out on walls of the family’s Buck-
roe home in Hampton.

“This is submarine history, but
it is our history too,” said Alex
Will, a retired captain and third-
generation submariner.

Alex was pinned with the dol-
phins in 1988 when he was 26.
The insignia, which is given to
qualified submariners, belonged
to his father and his father’s fa-
ther.

More than three decades later,
those same dolphins belong to his
son. Adam Will, 27, was pinned in
May 2021 while assigned to the
Norfolk-based USS Washington, a
Virginia-class fast attack subma-
rine. Although the Navy can’t
confirm it, Adam may be the only
fourth-generation submariner.

“It is a very special feeling,”
Adam said. “When I look at the
photos at home, and see what my
great-grandfather, my grandfa-
ther and my dad have done, it is
admirable. But I don’t think of it
as continuing a legacy — I am
just doing my job.”

Engraved on the back of the
dolphins is the name of the first
Will to join the silent service.
John Will Sr. was one of the Na-
vy’s first submarine officers in
the years before World War II,
with his commissioning dating to
1923. He commanded three diesel
S-class submarines and the fleet
submarine  Porpoise  before
World War II.

“Four generations, in any pro-

fession is noteworthy, particular-
ly when that service is so impor-
tant to our nation’s defense,” Alex
said. “In my grandfather’s day —
World War II — submarines
were critical to the outcome of
that war, they were vital to win-
ning the Cold War, and are argua-
bly the most essential weapon
system in these times of strategic
competition.”

John Mylin Will Sr. also com-
manded submarine divisions in
the Pacific and Military Sealift
Command, achieving the rank of
vice admiral. Upon his retire-
ment in 1959, he received a
“tombstone promotion,” and re-
tired as a 4-star admiral. He died
in 1981.

The second Will was the late
Capt. John Will Jr., Adam’s
grandfather. John Will Jr. began
his Naval career in 1953 as the
Navy was on the cusp of introduc-
ing nuclear-powered propulsion.

“My dad wanted to go to the
Naval Academy. As a kid, he
moved around with his mom and
dad so much that he went to 28
schools growing up. He wrote an
essay about wanting to be a mid-
shipman in the U.S. Naval Acade-
my and he turned it in every time
he changed schools,” Alex said
with a laugh.

John Will Jr. first worked on
two destroyers and later entered
the nuclear training program to
transfer to submarines.

In 1989, John Will Jr. told The
Beacon: “I know I'm prejudiced,
but I feel the nuclear submarine
fleet is the current backbone of
the Navy ... Not to take anything
away from carriers or battle
groups, but I think subs are slow-
ly growing in prominence.”

John Will Jr. went on to be the
first commanding officer of the
USS Puffer (SSN 652), putting it
in commission in 1968. He then
served the Office of the Chief of
Naval Operations as head of sub-
marine research and develop-
ment and returned to the Penta-
gon as a military advisor to the
Department of Defense’s Office
of Naval Warfare.

KenpALL WARNER/TNS

Lt. Adam Will and his father, retired Capt. Alex Will, stand on the front
steps of the Will home in Hampton, Va. on July 6. Adam is the fourth
generation of Navy submariners to hail from the Will family.

“We are all submariners but it
is an interesting distinction be-
cause my great-grandfather was
a diesel boat guy, but in the ’S0s
my grandfather shifted and spent
his entire career as a nuclear offi-
cer,” Adam said. “And then my
dad and I followed that direction-
al shift and became nuclear offi-
cers.”

In 1985, Alex Will was commis-
sioned as an officer and assigned
to fast attack submarine USS Sil-
versides, continuing what was af-
fectionately dubbed “a family tra-
dition.” Alex served aboard the
Norfolk-based submarine for
three years before completing
two years of shore duty and tran-
sitioning to the Navy Reserve. He
retired as a captain in 2016 after a
30-year career.

While Alex left the active duty
force, he still worked closely with
submarines. He spent many
years in the SSGN Program Of-
fice, overseeing the conversion of
the capabilities of four Ohio-Class
guided-missile submarines from
launching nuclear missiles to
launching guided missiles.

The Wills, Alex said, have al-
ways been drawn to subsurface
warfare.

“It seems our family has al-
ways been connected to the sub-
marine force in some way, shape
or form,” Alex said. “Even my ol-
dest brother, he is an engineer, he
works on acoustic programs.
That is very important to the sub-
marine force because our eyes

and ears down there are the
acoustics. There are no windows.
Listening is all you’ve got.”

Even so, it came as a surprise
to him when his son asked about
pursuing a Navy Reserve Offi-
cers Training Corps scholarship
before heading to the University
of Virginia in 2014. The program
offers college tuition to qualifying
students who sign on to be com-
missioned as a Navy officer upon
graduation.

“We have never pushed the
military to our boys,” Alex said.
“It was my thing, and it was my
dad’s thing. But we never said,
‘Hey, why don’t you go into the
military?’

“So when Adam was applying
to colleges and writing essays, he
said he might go for an ROTC
scholarship, and we were like,
‘Where did that come from?’ Join-
ing the military had not been ut-
tered by him up until that point.”

Adam graduated from UVA in
2018 and went through two years
of intensive nuclear training be-
fore he was commissioned in
2020. He was pinned with his dol-
phins in 2021.

“The Washington has a collo-
quial name — the Blackfish —
and when we get pinned under-
way, we get pinned with black
fish (dolphins), instead of silver
or gold,” Adam said. “But be-
cause I was pinned with my
great-grandfather’s dolphins, I
was the only one with gold dol-
phins.”

Greece,
Turkey
pledge to
‘reset’ ties

Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Greece is
ready to “reset” relations with
neighbor Turkey in an effort to
bypass decades-old disputes be-
tween the two NATO members,
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitso-
takis said Wednesday.

Mitsotakis held an hourlong
meeting Wednesday with Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan on the sidelines of a NA-
TO summit in Vilnius, Lithua-
nia, and told reporters they had
agreed to continue high-level
contacts.

“Our problems have not been
magically resolved,” Mitsotakis
said. “But today’s meeting con-
firmed my intention and that of
President Erdogan to reset
Greek-Turkish relations.”

Cabinet ministers from the
two sides are due to meet after
the summer in the northern
Greek city of Thessaloniki, Mit-
sotakis said.

Wednesday’s talks were held a
day after Turkey dropped its ob-
jections to Sweden’s member-
ship in NATO and signaled fur-
ther willingness to lower ten-
sions with Western nations, in-
cluding Greece.

Turkey and Greece remain at
odds over maritime boundaries
in the eastern Mediterranean, a
dispute that affects illegal mi-
gration into the European
Union, mineral rights, and the
projection of military power.

Both NATO members are
seeking to upgrade their air
forces with assistance from the
United States: Ankara wants
new and upgraded F-16 fighter
jets, while Athens is keen to join
the F-3S program.

The defense ministers of
Greece and Turkey, Nikos Den-
dias and Yasar Guler, held a sep-
arate meeting in Vilnius on
Wednesday.
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lenge we’ve faced in decades,”
House Armed Services Commit-
tee Chairman Mike Rogers, R-
Ala., told colleagues in remarks
Tuesday. The defense bill, he add-
ed, was designed “with that un-
derlying goal: to deter China.”

But it is the country’s intensify-
ing culture-war battles, not any
specific approach to U.S. national
security, likely to attract the most
vociferous debate as lawmakers
consider amendments to the bill in
the coming days. While it is widely
considered one of the few must-
pass pieces of legislation Congress
takes up each year, some mem-
bers and their staffers have
warned that inserting contentious
issues like abortion into the bill
could derail the process entirely,
complicating U.S. defense strate-
gy and funding for the coming
year.

House Speaker Kevin McCar-
thy, R-Calif., on Tuesday seemed
to concede that the rancor sur-
rounding some amendments
could lead to delays. “We’re going
to get it passed,” he said, adding,
“It doesn’t have to be on a specific
time.”

“It’s not how you start,” he said.
“It’s how you finish.”

The Senate has yet to schedule a
vote on its version of the bill. The
two chambers will ultimately
meet to reconcile any differences
before the legislation can move to
President Joe Biden for approval.
The White House has criticized
aspects of the House measure,
which has diverged in some key
ways from the proposal that the
administration sent to Congress.

The bill, approved last month by
the House Armed Services Com-
mittee on a S8-1 vote, succeeds in
“pushing back against the radical
woke ideology being forced on our
servicemen and women,” accord-
ing to a summary of the legislation
released last month by committee
Republicans.

The House bill would ban drag
shows and the teaching of critical
race theory in the military while
rolling back initiatives, passed by
the Democratic-controlled House
in previous years, meant to foster
diversity and inclusion within the
Defense Department. That in-
cludes eliminating the depart-
ment’s chief diversity officer posi-
tion and a department working
group designed to counter extre-

mism in the ranks.

Also built into the House billis a
plan to offer reinstatement to ser-
vice members who defied the mil-
itary’s coronavirus vaccine re-
quirement, since repealed, and
were discharged for their refusal
to do as they were told. That com-
ponent of the legislation “sets a
dangerous precedent that not fol-
lowing lawful orders is an option
for service members,” the Biden
administration warned.

On Tuesday, the House Rules
Committee began evaluating the
more than 1,540 amendments that
lawmakers have sought to insert
into the NDAA. Among the record
number of proposals are scores
that have little to do with defense,
including efforts to change laws
governing concealed firearms, en-
vironmental standards, drug pe-
nalties and immigration policy.
One seeks to declare the month of
July “American Pride Month” —
to bolster patriotism.

Not all amendments will be de-
bated on the House floor, but some
moderate Republicans worry that
the influence of three far-right
lawmakers who sit on the commit-
tee — Reps. Chip Roy, R-Texas,
Thomas Massie, R-Ky., and Ralph
Norman, R-S.C. — could prioritize
the most polarizing proposals for
consideration.

One amendment with more
than 60 Republican co-sponsors
would prohibit the Pentagon
“from paying for or reimbursing
expenses relating to abortion ser-
vices,” the measure says. Conser-
vatives have zeroed in on the pol-
icy, adopted in the wake of last
year’s Supreme Court decision re-
pealing the constitutional right to
an abortion, that protects service
members who must travel out of
state to obtain the procedure.

A group of swing-district Repu-
blicans has vowed to defeat cer-
tain abortion-related amend-
ments if they reach the House
floor, said a person familiar with
the matter who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity to disclose in-
ternal discussions. Many House
Democrats have said they would
not vote to pass the defense bill if it
includes an amendment that re-
peals the policy.

In an interview, the armed ser-
vices committee’s top Democrat,
Rep. Adam Smith, of Washington,
charged that “a few Republicans
hijacked the bill to push their so-
cial agenda and their extreme

JaBIN BotsForp/The Washington Post

Sen. Tommy Tuberville, R-Ala., has put a hold on top-level military
promotions because of the Pentagon’s abortion policies.

MAGA agenda” — referring to
“Make America Great Again,” a
rallying cry among conservatives
loyal to former President Donald
Trump. Democrats have sought to
portray “MAGA Republicans” as
espousing the party’s most pola-
rizing and dangerous views, in-
cluding those concerning abor-
tion, equality and LGBTQ+
rights.

“We’ve taken some steps over
the four years that we were in the
majority to get the Pentagon to
make sure that they did a better
job of recruiting and making sure
that people in historically margin-
alized communities — primarily
LGBTQ women and people of col-

r ... know that they’re welcome
within the military, because his-
torically they have not been,”
Smith said, referring to Republi-
can proposals to repeal those mea-
sures.

The country’s armed forces are
facing a major recruiting chal-
lenge, Smith noted, and eliminat-
ing diversity and inclusion initia-
tives hinders the military’s ability
to recruit talented individuals
from marginalized groups.

Lawmakers also are divided —
though not always along party
lines — over the administration’s
approach to China and Ukraine.
More than 60 amendments con-
cern U.S. policy toward China,
Chinese people or Chinese enti-
ties, including some that Demo-
crats say appear to be racist.

Republicans also submitted
nearly 20 separate amendments to
cut back on or eliminate U.S. se-
curity assistance to Ukraine and

NATO — proposals that stoked de-
bate Tuesday and are likely to ex-
pose intraparty tensions if they go
to the House floor.

“We should not be devoting
time and resources and putting
the people of Ukraine over Amer-
ican citizens,” Rep. Marjorie Tay-
lor Greene, R-Ga., said, urging her
colleagues to consider three pro-
posals she introduced to defund
the war effort in Ukraine.

Leading Republicans in the
Armed Services Committee on
Tuesday urged their Rules Com-
mittee colleagues to stick to rele-
vant amendments, with Rogers
imploring them to focus on those

udes plan to reinstate troops who defled vaccine order

“that advance the security of our
nation and the needs of our service
members.”

In the Senate, the partisan rift
over abortion access has had enor-
mous implications for the mili-
tary’s promotion process. For the
past seven months, Sen. Tommy
Tuberville, R-Ala., has blocked
military confirmations and pro-
motions in the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee in a bid to pres-
sure the Pentagon to abandon its
policy.

As a consequence, the Marine
Corps this week witnessed the de-
parture of its top general without a
Senate-confirmed successor.

Vigorous floor debate is impor-
tant, Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va.,
said in an interview Tuesday. But
ultimately, “all of us need to look
at getting behind a bill that en-
sures that our men and women of
the military will have the tools
they need to be the most lethal and
effective fighting force in the
world.”

Committee members in both
parties have sought to emphasize
the legislation’s bipartisan wins,
including its robust funding to bol-
ster the defense industrial base —
a deepening concern as the Penta-
gon has raided its stocks of artil-
lery munitions to aid Ukraine —
and modernize the military by re-
tiring outdated aircraft, ships and
weapons systems while investing
in the development of advanced
satellites, drones and munitions.
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‘No restoration of the status quo

Could Ukraine war create
chance to resolve Moldova’s
many Transnistria issues?

BY SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

CHISINAU, Moldova — The
breakaway Russian-speaking ter-
ritory of Transnistria on Ukraine’s
western border is part of Moldova
but refuses to join it. It’s occupied
by Russian troops but not recog-
nized by Moscow. Residents like
Aurel want to keep it that way.

The 68-year-old, who declined
to provide his last name, is a S0-
year resident of Bender, a border
town in Transnistria. He said he
has no qualms with the state of
limbo established by a pro-Rus-
sian uprising in 1992 and had no
desire for Transnistria, a 250-mile
stretch of land still steeped in im-
agery from its Soviet past, to inte-
grate with Moldova or officially
become one with Russia.

“Our town is clean, green and
there’s flowers and roses eve-
rywhere,” Aurel said on a recent
bus ride from Bender to Chisinau,
Moldova’s capital. “It’s quiet,
calm and everything is like it al-
ways was.”

But the war raging in Ukraine
and its outcome will likely upend
the status quo Transnistria’s some
300,000 residents have grown ac-
customed to, potentially providing
an opportunity to resolve a frozen
conflict that has stalled at the ne-
gotiation table for decades, offi-
cials and analysts say.

“This is the right time to start
preparing and for both sides to
start thinking about what they
want from a settlement,” said a se-
nior international official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity un-
der rules of their organization.
“The conflict has created condi-
tions in which both sides should
start preparations for a future set-
tlement.”

For the first time in 30 years, the
power dynamics between Chisi-
nau and Tiraspol, Transnistria’s
capital, have flipped, the official
said. Tiraspol, once having the up-
per hand due to its support from
Russia, has been forced into a
more submissive position since
Ukraine shut its border with the
rebel state last year.

The closures cut off Transnis-
tria from its main trading partner,
blocked access to a vital seaport in
the Ukrainian city of Odesa and
forced all Transnistrian imports,
exports and people to solely pass
through Moldovan border cross-
ings.

“They’re kind of stuck and it’s a
good thing for negotiations,” said
U.S. Ambassador to Moldova Kent
Logsdon. “I think people are look-
ing to the end of the war in Uk-
raine and when that happens, is
that a time that maybe a peaceful

DwmiTrI Loversky/AP

A girl in 2021 sits atop a Soviet era T-34 tank installed as a monument in Tiraspol, capital of Transnistria, a
breakaway region and disputed territory unrecognized by the international community, in Moldova.

political settlement can make pro-
gress?”

Efforts to bring lasting peace to
the region began shortly after a
bloody war between Russia-
backed secessionists and the Mol-
dovan government claimed nearly
1,000lives and ended in cease-fire.
The Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), a
regional security organization, is
tasked with facilitating a settle-
ment between the two sides, with
the United States and European
Union acting as observers at high-
level talks.

The talks are unlikely to resume
while Russia wages war in Uk-
raine because both countries are
mediators in the negotiations.
Lower-level discussions continue,
however, despite icy tension be-
tween Ukrainian representatives
and their Russian counterparts,
according to the senior interna-
tional official.

Moscow maintains a foothold in
Transnistria through a 1,500
“peacekeeping” military force,
though most troops are local
recruits with Russian passports.
The soldiers are ill-equipped,
poorly trained and have “zero ca-
pability” of combat operations,
said Alexandru Flenchea, a for-
mer Moldovan deputy prime min-
ister for reintegration and now di-
rector of the Initiative 4 Peace
think tank.

Russia’s invasion of UKkraine
last year, and a series of explo-
sions reported in Transnistria a
few months later, raised the spec-
ter of Russia pushing its southern
offensive into Transnistria. Those
fears largely passed as the Krem-
lin’s forces struggled to make
gains in Ukraine though the head
of Moldova’s spy agency warned
in December that Russia will try
again this year, with a possible
aim of seizing a Soviet-era ammu-
nition depot in Transnistria.

The stockpile of 20,000 tons of
arms and munitions is one of East-
ern Europe’s largest and the pos-

S

sibility that an errant missile will
detonate it remains a constant
worry, said the senior internation-
al official. There is much less con-
cern that Russia will draw Tran-
snistria into the war or recognize
the region as an independent re-
public, as it did with occupied ter-
ritory in Ukraine, said Flenchea.

“As much as [Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir] Putin wants to re-
store the Soviet Union in one
shape or form, Moldova does not
have that symbolic value for Rus-
sia as Ukraine does,” he said.
“Transnistria alone is of no value
for Russia, the only value it has is
that of a leverage that Russia can
use to put political pressure on
Moldova.”

Moldova last year received cov-
eted status as a candidate for
membership in the European
Union, alongside Ukraine, and in-
tends to join the union by the end
of the decade. The existence of
Transnistria in its current form
complicates those aspirations.

“How can one imagine Moldova
being part of the EU with Russian
troops on its soil?” Flenchea said.

The blue European flag is ubiq-
uitous in Moldova and one even
graces a welcome sign to the com-
mune Calfa, located just outside a

BELA SZANDELSZKY/AP

Soldiers of the Transnistrian army hold red flags during the 2005
Victory Day parade in Tiraspol.

Transnistrian border checkpoint.
Moldova’s pivot away from Mos-
cow’s orbit has soured Russia’s at-
titude, said Kate Fearon, a deputy
director in the OSCE’s Conflict
Prevention Center in Vienna.

In February, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov accused
the West of looking to turn Moldo-
va into “another Ukraine.” Russia
last year cut energy supply to Mol-
dova as punishment, triggering
sharp inflation and mass discon-
tent. Moldova has since found al-
ternative sources of natural gas
but is still reliant on electricity
from a power plant in Transnis-
tria.

Transnistrian authorities have
at times echoed Russian claims of
attempted Ukrainian provoca-
tions on their territory and often
announce snap military training
exercises but are otherwise loath
to bring the war home, according
to the senior international official.
Chisinau too has swatted away
Ukrainian offers to help Moldova
reclaim the breakaway state mili-
tarily, preferring a peaceful rec-
onciliation.

“There have not been military
movements that have caused
alarm,” the official said.

Links between Transnistrian
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and Moldovan residents have
frayed over the decades but re-
main strong. Minibuses travel fre-
quently between Chisinau and Ti-
raspol, with most people heading
to Moldova’s capital, said a bus
driver who declined to be named.
Many Transnistrians come to
work, shop and see family and
friends in Chisinau.

The number of passengers has
dropped in recent years as the re-
gion, like the rest of Moldova, con-
tinues to lose residents to wealth-
ier European nations, the driver
said.

“Only old people that are poor
are left,” he said. “They get their
pensions from Russia so that’s
why they want to be with Russia.
They pray that nothing happens,
that everything is good for them.
Their gas is cheap, their salaries
are low but they live calmly.”

Polling in Transnistria, though
conducted in a repressive political
environment, indicates a lot of
sympathy and loyalty to Russia as
well as sympathy for Ukraine, said
Flenchea, the former Moldovan
deputy prime minister for reinte-
gration. When asked if they can
one day envision Transnistria be-
ing a part of Moldova, many Tran-
snistrian residents answer “yes.”

“Russiais far away and Ukraine
is right there, behind the fence,
and Moldova is also right there,”
Flenchea said.

He believes the best time to
make headway in negotiations
was in the first three to six months
of the war, when Transnistria’s
leadership felt “particularly vul-
nerable and exposed.” That op-
portunity was missed due to Mol-
dova’s preoccupation with the af-
tershocks of Russia’s invasion but
a final settlement is still possible,
he said.

Moldova must triple its work
with partners in the United States
and Europe to a lay out a vision for
the country’s future and put to-
gether all the pieces necessary for
reintegration, Flenchea said.

“There will be no restoration of
the status quo in Transnistria even
if there’s a deep freeze in the Uk-
raine war,” he said. “It will be a
different reality.”

shkolnikova.svetlana@stripes.com
Twitter: @svetashko
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Lelenskyy: Cluster
bombs necessary
for Ukraine defense

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy offered reassurances
Wednesday that controversial
American-made cluster bombs
will be used with caution, adding
Ukraine’s access to the weapon is
“all about fairness.”

"Russia is constantly using clus-
ter shells in our area. It fights ex-
clusively on our land, killing our
people ... we are defending our-
selves,” Zelenskyy said moments
before joining world leaders for
security talks at NATO’s summit
in Vilnius, Lithuania.

After months of debate, Presi-
dent Joe Biden last week decided
to send Ukraine cluster muni-
tions, which are banned by many
allies and other nations.

The munitions pose a risk to ci-
vilians because they may scatter
widely and sometimes fail to det-
onate on impact. Unexploded
bombs may remain live for many
decades after a war ends.

However, the weapon can be ef-
fective on the battlefield. Gen.
Christopher Cavoli, NATO’s su-
preme allied commander and
head of U.S. European Command,
during testimony in April said
such munitions could be put to use
against Russian forces.

“Its very effective against
mixed targets of personnel and
equipment, especially when those
targets are gathered into dense
formations,” Cavoli said. “It is
happening in Bakhmut ... and it
happens on most battlefields
when one force goes into the of-
fense. So, as a strictly military
matter, it is a useful and very ef-
fective munition.”

Zelenskyy said Ukrainian forc-
es will direct the bombs at occu-
pied territories in Ukraine.

"It is absolutely controlled and
will not be used anywhere else,”
he said. “There must be justice.
Look, there is no justice in this,
that the aggressor has occupied
us.”

Zelenskyy’s comments came on
the final day of NATO’s two-day
summit, where he attended the in-
augural meeting of the newly
formed Ukraine-NATO Council.

The  Ukrainian  president
caused a stir a day earlier when he
blasted NATO for not presenting a
definitive timeline for when Uk-
raine could join the alliance. In-
stead, NATO agreed Ukraine
eventually will become a member,
but only after the war has ended
and certain government reforms
have been achieved.

But speaking alongside NATO
Secretary-General Jens Stolten-
berg Wednesday, Zelenskyy put a
positive spin on the agreement.
Notably, Ukraine no longer will be
required to complete a Member-
ship Action Plan that is normally a
prerequisite for new members to
join the alliance.

“This will change Ukraine’s
membership path from a two-step
process to a one-step process,”
Stoltenberg said Wednesday.
“And we will issue an invitation
for Ukraine to join NATO when al-
lies agree that conditions are
met.”

In the end, Zelenskyy called the
summit a success for Ukraine, al-
though it fell short of hopes that
the gathering would generate a
more direct path into the alliance.

“We can state that the results of
the summit are good, but if there
was an invitation, it would be per-
fect," he said.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
Twitter: @john_vandiver

Turkey won't ratify Sweden
NATO bid before October

Associated Press

VILNIUS, Lithuania — Tur-
key’s president, Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan, said Wednesday that Swe-
den’s NATO membership bid
would not be ratified by Turkey’s
parliament before October.

He said at a news conference at
the NATO summitin Vilnius, Lith-
uania, that the process would have
to wait until after lawmakers re-
turn from a summer recess.

“The parliament is not in ses-
sion for the upcoming two months
... but our target is to finalize this

matter as swiftly as possible,” he
said.

Turkey on Monday withdrew its
objections to Sweden joining the
alliance, a step toward the unity
that Western leaders have been
eager to demonstrate in the face of
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The
decision by Erdogan was a signif-
icant move toward Sweden’s
membership and came after days
of intensive meetings.

Finland has already become the
31st member of the alliance; Swe-
den is on deck to become the 32nd.

PAuL ELLIS/AP

President Joe Biden speaks at an event with G7 leaders next to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky,
center, and Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to announce a Joint Declaration of Support for Ukraine
during the NATO Summit, in Vilnius, Lithuania, on Wednesday.

Ukraine: Move seen as bridge
toward eventual NATO membership

FROM PAGE 1
pace of military assistance.

Zelenskyy thanked Biden, say-
ing that “you spend this money for
our lives,” and said shipments of
controversial cluster munitions
would help Ukraine’s fight against
Russia.

It was a marked shift in tone
from Zelenskyy’s complaints a
day earlier that it was “unprece-
dented and absurd” to avoid set-
ting a timeline for Ukraine to join
NATO.

On the final day of NATO’s sum-
mit, the alliance launched a new
forum for deepening ties with Uk-
raine: the NATO-Ukraine Coun-
cil. It’s intended to serve as a per-
manent body where the alliance’s
31 members and Ukraine can hold
consultations and call for meet-
ings in emergency situations.

The setting is part of NATO’s ef-
fort to bring Ukraine as close as
possible to the military alliance
without actually joining it. On
Tuesday, the leaders said in their
communique summarizing the
summit’s conclusions that Uk-
raine can join “when allies agree
and conditions are met.”

“Today we meet as equals,” NA-
TO Secretary-General Jens Stol-
tenberg said at a news conference
with Zelenskyy. “I look forward to
the day we meet as allies.”

The ambiguous plan for Uk-
raine’s future membership re-
flects the challenges of reaching
consensus among the alliance’s
current members while the war
continues, and has frustrated Zel-
enskyy even as he expressed ap-
preciation for military hardware
being promised by the G7.

“The results of the summit are
good, but if there were an invita-
tion, that would be ideal,” Zelen-

skyy said, through a translator. He
added thatjoining NATO would be
“a serious motivating factor for
Ukrainian society” at it resists
Russia.

“NATO needs usjust as we need
NATO,” he said alongside Stolten-
berg.

Ukraine’s future membership
was the most divisive and emo-
tionally charged issue at this
year’s summit. In essence, West-
ern countries are willing to keep
sending weapons to help Ukraine
do the job that NATO was de-
signed to do — hold the line
against a Russian invasion — but
not allow Ukraine to join its ranks
and benefit from its security dur-
ing the war.

“We have to stay outside of this
war but be able to support Uk-
raine. We managed that very del-
icate balancing act for the last 17
months. It’s to the benefit of every-
one that we maintain that balanc-
ing act,” Belgian Prime Minister
Alexander De Croo said.

Amanda Sloat, senior director
of European affairs for the U.S.
National Security Council, de-
fended the summit’s decisions.

“I would agree that the commu-
nique is unprecedented, but I see
that in a positive way,” she told re-
porters.

Sloat noted that Ukraine will not
need to work through a “member-
ship action plan” as it seeks to join
NATO, although she said “there
are still governance and security
sector reforms that are going to be
required.”

The action plan is usually a key
step in the process that involves
advice and assistance for coun-
tries seeking to join.

Symbols of support for Ukraine
are common around Vilnius,

where the country’s blue-and-yel-
low flags hang from buildings and
are pasted inside windows. One
sign cursed Russian President
Vladimir Putin. Another urged
NATO leaders to “hurry up” their
assistance for Ukraine.

However, there was caution in-
side the summit itself, especially
from Biden, who has explicitly
said he doesn’t think Ukraine is
ready to join NATO. There are
concerns that the country’s de-
mocracy is unstable and its cor-
ruption remains too deeply root-
ed.

Under Article S of the NATO
charter, members are obligated to
defend each other from attack,
which could swiftly draw the U.S.
and other nations into direct fight-
ing with Russia.

Defining an end to hostilities is
no easy task. Officials have de-
clined to define the goal, which
could suggest a negotiated cease-
fire or Ukraine reclaiming all oc-
cupied territory. Either way, Pu-
tin would essentially have veto
power over Ukraine’s NATO
membership by prolonging the
conflict.

British Defense Secretary Ben
Wallace warned Wednesday of
bubbling frustration over Zelen-
skyy’s demands, adding that “peo-
ple want to see gratitude” for
Western military support. Wal-
lace also said he’s heard “grum-
bles” from some U.S. lawmakers
that “we’re not Amazon.”

“I mean, that’s true,” Wallace
said, according to multiple British
media outlets. He recalled telling
the Ukrainians the same thing
when he visited the country last
year and was presented with a list
of weapon requests. “I’'m not
Amazon.”
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By Lisa RATHKE
Associated Press

ANDOVER, Vt. — Floodwaters
receded in Vermont cities and
towns pummeled by a storm that
delivered two months of rain in
two days, enabling people to focus
on recovering from a disaster that
trapped residents in homes,
closed roadways and choked
streets and businesses with mud
and debris.

The water drained off in the
capital city of Montpelier, where
streets were flooded Tuesday by
the swollen Winooski River, and
lingering concerns about a dam
just upstream eased as water lev-
els there appeared to stabilize.

“It looks like it won’t breach.
That is good. That is one less thing
we have to have on our front bur-
ner,” Montpelier Town Manager
Bill Fraser said.

Fraser said the city of 8,000 has
shifted into recovery mode, with
public works employees remov-
ing mud and debris downtown
and building inspections to come
as businesses begin cleaning up
their properties. Brown water
from the Winooski reached the
tops of parking meters downtown,
inundating basements and ruin-
ing the contents of lower floors.
Similar scenes played out in
neighboring Barre and in Bridge-
water, where the Ottauquechee
River spilled its banks.

Gov. Phil Scott planned to tour
areas hit by the flooding with
Deanne Criswell, administrator
of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, on Wednesday,
a day after President Joe Biden
declared an emergency for Ver-
mont and authorized federal di-
saster relief assistance.

It was too early to estimate the
total cost of the flooding damage,
but it’s likely to be substantial.
According to to the National

Vermont recovers after eng hit by floo
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Jodi Kelly, left, practice manager at Stonecliff Veterinary Surgical
Center, and her husband, veterinarian Dan Kelly, use a canoe to
remove surgical supplies from the flood-damaged center on Tuesday

in Montpelier, Vi.

Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, even before these
floods, this year has seen 12 con-
firmed weather/climate disaster
events with losses exceeding $1
billion in the United States.

This slow-moving storm
dumped between 7 and 9 inches
of rain on parts of New England,
New York and Connecticut. New
York’s Hudson River Valley was
hit hard, and towns in southwest
New Hampshire and western
Massachusetts also had heavy
flooding and road washouts.

Much of that water was flowing
through Connecticut, carrying
debris including entire trees on

its way south to Long Island
Sound. Major waterways includ-
ing Connecticut River overflowed
their banks, and were expected to
crest Wednesday at up to 6 feet
above flood stage, closing roads
and riverside parks in multiple ci-
ties.

By mid-day Wednesday, all the
rivers in Vermont crested and
water levels were receding, al-
though at least one river was 20
feet above normal, said Peter Ba-
nacos, a meteorologist with the
National Weather Service. More
rain was forecast Thursday and
Friday in Vermont, but Banacos
said it would not likely cause fur-

Simon Jennings removes mannequins from the flood-damaged
antique, art and furnishing store J. Langdon he shares with his wife, in
downtown Montpelier, Vt., on Tuesday.

ther flooding because the thun-
derstorms, gusty winds and hail
won’t linger.

“There could be some locally
heavy rain so it depends where
that falls,” Banacos said. “The
storms will be moving quickly for
the most part so we are hoping to
avoid any additional flooding for
that region.”

There have been no reports of
injuries or deaths related to the
flooding in Vermont, where swift-
water rescue teams aided by Na-
tional Guard helicopter crews
performed more than 175 res-
cues, Vermont Emergency Man-
agement said Tuesday. One wom-
an died in Fort Montgomery, New
York, as she tried to escape her
flooded home with her dog.

About 12 Vermont communi-
ties, including the state capital,
were under a boil-water alert due
to the floods. The American Red
Cross of Northern New England
succeeded in getting food and wa-
ter to its shelters in Barre, Rut-
land, and White River Junction.

Attendance was down at the
Barre Municipal Auditorium
shelter, S8 as of Wednesday
morning, compared to more than
200 on Tuesday.

Many people were passing
through to recharge their phones
and get something to eat, said
John Montes, regional disaster of-
ficer. Red Cross volunteers from
across the Northeast were arriv-
ing to help with everything from
disaster assessment to handing
out clean-up kits to homeowners,
he said.

“There’s more rain coming to-
morrow, so it’s best for us to be
leaning forward and be ready,”
Montes said. “We can handle any
additional impacts we get from
the weather this week.”

Gov. Scott said floodwaters sur-
passed levels seen during Trop-
ical Storm Irene. Irene Killed six
people in Vermont in August 2011,
washing homes off their founda-
tions and damaging or destroying
more than 200 bridges and S00
miles of highway.

Manson follower Van Houten released

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Charles
Manson follower Leslie Van Hou-
ten, a former homecoming prin-
cess who at 19 helped carry out the
shocking Killings of a wealthy Los
Angeles couple at the direction of
the violent and manipulative cult
leader, walked out of a California
prison Tuesday after serving
more than S0 years of a life sen-
tence.

Van Houten, now 73, “was re-
leased to parole supervision,” the
California Department of Correc-
tions and Rehabilitation said in a
statement.

She left the California Institu-
tion for Women in Corona, east of
Los Angeles, in the early morning
hours and was driven to transi-
tional housing, her attorney Nan-
cy Tetreault said.

“She’s still trying to get used to
the idea that this real,” Tetreault
told The Associated Press.

Days earlier
Gov. Gavin New-
som announced
he would not
fight a state ap-
peals court rul-
ing that Van
Houten should
be granted pa-
role. He said it
was unlikely the state Supreme
Court would consider an appeal.

The 1969 slayings and subse-
quent trials captivated the nation
during an era of strife marked by
the Vietnam War, the Civil Rights
Movement and the assassinations
of Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Robert F. Kennedy.

At a parole hearing in 2016, Van

Van Houten

Houten said the murders were the
start of what Manson believed was
a coming race war he called “Hel-
ter Skelter,” after the Beatles
song. He had his followers pre-
pare to fight and learn to can food
so they could go underground and
live in a hole in the desert, she add-
ed.

Van Houten was sentenced to
death in 1971 for helping Manson’s
group carry out the killings of Le-
no LaBianca, a grocer in Los An-
geles, and his wife, Rosemary.
Her sentence was later commuted
to life in prison when the Califor-
nia Supreme Court overturned the
state’s death penalty law in 1972.
Voters and state lawmakers even-
tually reinstated the death penal-
ty, but it did not apply retroactive-
ly.

The LaBiancas were Killed in

from prison

their home, and their blood was
smeared on the walls afterward.
Van Houten later described hold-
ing Rosemary LaBianca down
with a pillowcase over her head as
others stabbed her.

Then, ordered by Manson fol-
lower Charles “Tex” Watson to
“do something,” Van Houten said,
she picked up a knife and stabbed
the woman more than a dozen
times.

The slayings happened the day
after Manson followers killed ac-
tress Sharon Tate and four others.
Van Houten did not participate in
the Tate Killings.

She is the first Manson follower
who took part in the Kkillings to
walk free.

Van Houten is expected to
spend about a year at a halfway
house.

Cargo ship fire
put out after
nearly a week

Associated Press

NEWARK, N.J.— Crews extin-
guished the intensely burning fire
aboard a cargo ship docked in
New Jersey after nearly a week
and are now beginning their in-
vestigation into the blaze that
killed two firefighters, officials
said Tuesday.

“We can officially declare the
fire is out,” Coast Guard Capt. Zei-
ta Merchant said during a news
conference in Port Newark.

The blaze started late Wednes-
day and left two Newark firefight-
ers dead. Authorities are now also
beginning a salvage operation for
the Grande Costa d’Avorio, which
could take up to two months.
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Pastor Michael Shover of Christ the Redeemer Church in Pella, lowa, left, argues with Ryan Maher, of Des
Moines, as protesters clashed in the lowa State Capitol rotunda Tuesday, in Des Moines, while the lowa
Legislature convened for special session to pass a six-week “fetal heartbeat” abortion ban.

lowa Republicans pass bill banning
most abortions after about 6 weeks

By HANNAH FINGERHUT
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — Iowa’s
Republican-led Legislature passed
a bill banning most abortions after
roughly six weeks of pregnancy
during a marathon special session
Tuesday that continued late into
the night. Gov. Kim Reynolds im-
mediately said in a statement she
would sign the bill on Friday.

The bill passed with exclusively
Republican support in a rare, one-
day legislative burst lasting more
than 14 hours over the vocal — and
sometimes tense — objections
from Democratic lawmakers and
abortion advocates protesting at
the Capitol. Just after 11 p.m., lin-
gering protesters in the gallery
booed and yelled “shame” to state
senators in the minutes after the
bill was approved.

Reynolds ordered the rare ses-

sion after the state Supreme Court
declined in June toreinstate a prac-
tically identical law that she signed
in 2018.

“The Iowa Supreme Court ques-
tioned whether this legislature
would pass the same law they did in
2018, and today they have a clear
answer,” Reynolds said in a state-
ment. “The voices of Iowans and
their democratically elected repre-
sentatives cannot be ignored any
longer, and justice for the unborn
should not be delayed.”

Abortion is currently legal in Io-
wa up to 20 weeks of pregnancy.
The legislation will take immediate
effect with the governor’s signa-
ture Friday. It will prohibit almost
all abortions once cardiac activity
can be detected, which is usually
around six weeks of pregnancy.

Preparations were already un-
derway to quickly file legal chal-

lenges in court.

“The ACLU of Iowa, Planned
Parenthood, and the Emma Gold-
man Clinic remain committed to
protecting the reproductive rights
of Iowans to control their bodies
and their lives, their health, and
their safety —including filing a
lawsuit to block this reckless, cruel
law,” ACLU of Iowa Executive Di-
rector Mark Stringer said in a state-
ment.

There are limited circumstances
under the measure that would al-
low for abortion after that pointin a
pregnancy where cardiac activity
is detected — such as rape, if re-
ported to law enforcement or a
health provider within 45 days; in-
cest, if reported within 145 days; if
the fetus has a fetal abnormality
“incompatible with life;” and if the
pregnancy is endangering the life
of the pregnant woman.

Inflation falls to
%, lowest level in
more than 2 years

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — After two
years of painfully high prices, infla-
tioninthe United States hasreached
its lowest point in more than two
years — 3% in June compared with
12 months earlier — a sign that the
Federal Reserve’s interest rate
hikes have steadily slowed price in-
creases across the economy.

The inflation figure the govern-
ment reported Wednesday was
down sharply from a4% annual rate
in May, though still above the Fed’s
2% target rate. Over the past 12
months, gas prices have dropped,
grocery costs have risen more slow-
ly and used cars have become less
expensive.

From May to June, overall prices
rose 0.2%, up from just 0.1% in the
previous month but still compara-
tively mild.

At the same time, underlying in-
flation remains persistently high
and a nagging concern for the Fed,
whichisallbutcertaintoincreaseits
keyinterestrate again whenitmeets
in two weeks. The Fed has raised its
benchmark rate by a substantial S
percentage points since March
2022, the steepest pace of increases
in four decades.

The year-over-year inflation fig-
ure for June marked the mildest
such increase since March 2021,
when the current bout of painfully
high inflation began as the economy
roared out of the pandemic reces-
sion.

Yet with most measures of infla-
tion still uncomfortably high, the
Fed hardly appears ready to halt its
rate hikes. Its expected hike later
this month will follow the central
bank’s decision to pause its rate in-
creases last month after 10 consecu-

tive hikes. The Fed’s policymakers
have signaled that they could hike
rates yet again when they next meet
in September.

Some economists have suggest-
ed, though, that if inflation keeps
slowing and the economy shows suf-
ficient signs of cooling, the July in-
crease could be the Fed’s last.

Used-car prices, for example,
have been falling. Automakers are
producing more carsas supply shor-
tages have abated. New-car prices,
too, have begun to ease as aresult.

A sustained slowdown ininflation
could bring meaningful relief to
American households that have
been squeezed by the price acceler-
ationthatbegantwoyearsago. Infla-
tion spiked as consumers ramped
up their spending onitemslike exer-
cise bikes, standing desks and patio
furniture, fueled by three rounds of
stimulus checks. The jump in con-
sumer demand overwhelmed sup-
ply chains and ignited inflation.

Many economists have suggested
that President Joe Biden’s stimulus
package in March 2021 intensified
theinflationsurge. Atthe sametime,
though, inflation also jumped over-
seas, even in countries where much
less stimulus was put in place. Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine also trig-
gered a spike in energy and food
prices globally.

Now, though, gas prices have fall-
enbacktoabout $3.50 agallonon av-
erage, nationally, down from a $5
peak last year. And grocery prices
are rising more slowly.

Still, the cost of services, like res-
taurant meals, car insurance, child
care and dental services, continue to
rise rapidly. Auto insurance, on av-
erage, now costs 17% more than it
did ayear ago.

Pence alone in backing ban on abortions when pregnancies aren’t viable

By JiLL CoLvIN
Associated Press

NEW YORK — In a Republican
presidential field full of abortion
rights opponents, Mike Pence
stands out in his embrace of the
cause.

The former vice president, who
is seeking the White House in
2024, is the only major candidate
who supports a federal ban on
abortion at six weeks, before
many women know they’re preg-
nant. He has advocated pulling
from the market a widely used
abortion pill that has a better safe-
ty record than penicillin and Via-
gra. And he’s implored his Repu-
blican rivals to back a 15-week
federal ban as a minimum nation-

al standard,
which  several
have not done.

In a recent in-
terview, Pence
went even fur-
ther, saying
abortion should
be banned when
a pregnancy isn’t viable. Such a
standard would force women to
carry pregnancies to term even
when doctors have determined
there is no chance a baby will sur-
vive outside the womb.

“I'm pro-life. I don’t apologize
forit,” Pence said in the interview.
“I just have heard so many stories
over the years of courageous
women and families who were

»
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Pence

told that their unborn child would
not go to term or would not sur-
vive. And then they had a healthy
pregnancy and a healthy deliv-
ery.”

That position places Pence
firmly to the right of the rest of the
2024 presidential field and alone
among GOP candidates, who lar-
gely declined to take a stance on
theissue. And it drew alarms from
obstetricians and doctors who
specialize in high-risk pregnan-
cies and say nonviable pregnan-
cies are far more common than
people realize. They range from
ectopic pregnancies, when an em-
bryo implants somewhere other
than the uterus, to deadly birth de-
fects and other severe pregnancy

complications.

Banning abortions in these cas-
es, doctors say, leads to outcomes
that are both cruel and put wom-
en’s lives and mental health at
risk.

“One of the things that you can-
not understate is the difficulty for
a woman to carry a nonviable
pregnancy,” said Alan Peaceman,
professor emeritus of obstetrics
and gynecology at Northwestern
University’s Feinberg School of
Medicine. “It is psychological
torture to go out in the world, for
people to see your pregnancy —
and people will come up to you and
want to talk about your pregnan-
cy. And that puts the woman in a
terrible position that nobody

should be in unless they chose to
be in that position.”

Spokespeople for former Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis declined to say
whether they back Pence’s posi-
tion. Trump, the early front-run-
ner, has repeatedly said he backs
exceptions in cases of rape, incest
and the life of the mother and has
blamed hard-line abortion stances
for costing the party in last year’s
midterm elections. DeSantis, who
is polling a distant second, signed
a six-week ban in Florida that in-
cludes an exception for fatal fetal
abnormalities, along with rape, in-
cest and to save the mother’s life.
He has declined to say whether he
supports a federal ban.



Pace 12

pikine &y )

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Thursday, July 13, 2023

NATION

Senators call for Supreme Court to follow ethics code

Associated Press

The chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, responding
to Associated Press investigative
stories on the Supreme Court,
said Tuesday that it was time for
the justices to bring their conduct
in line with the ethical standards
of other branches of government.

“If they just establish the basic
standards of every other branch
of government, it would give us
much more confidence in their
integrity,” Sen. Dick Durbin, D-
I1l., said. He commented in Vil-
nius, Lithuania, where he was at-
tending the NATO summit as part

of the U.S. delegation.

The AP published stories show-
ing that Justice Sonia Sotomayor,
aided by her staff, has advanced
sales of her books through college
visits over the past decade; that
universities have used trips by
justices as a lure for financial
contributions by placing them in
event rooms with wealthy donors;
and that justices have taken ex-
penses-paid teaching trips to at-
tractive locations that are light on
actual classroom instruction.

The series comes after stories
over the past six months that
have raised ethical concerns

about the activities of the justices.
Durbin and other lawmakers in
Washington have announced a
vote next week on legislation that
would require the court to adopt
an ethics code. While the mea-
sure is unlikely to pass, it sends a
signal of discontent about the
court.

The nation’s highest court op-
erates without an ethics code, in-
stead following what Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts has referred to
as a set of foundational “ethics
principles and practices.”

Asked Tuesday about the AP
stories, Sen. Richard Blumenthal,

D-Conn., who also sits on the Jud-
iciary Committee, called them
“powerful reports” that amount
to a “drip-by-drip-by-drip indict-
ment of a Supreme Court that
seems answerable to no one for
ethical breaches.

“The chief justice really ought
to be taking these into account for
the sake of the court and the
country because the Supreme
Court will no longer exist as a tru-
ly viable institution if it continues
the failure to face the need for a
code of ethics,” he said.

In contrast, Sen. John Cornyn,
R-Texas, another member of the

Judiciary Committee, said he be-
lieves Congress should leave the
ethics issue to the court and that
the Democrats’ pursuit of ethics
reform “is part of a long-standing
assault against the court that the
left feels is undermining a lot of
things they’ve accomplished over
the years by judicial action. To
me, that’s the motivating factor.

“I think it’s a co-equal branch
of government we don’t have ju-
risdiction over. Secondly, I think
this is part of a false narrative
that the court is out of control and
needs Congress to save it,” Cor-
nyn said.

Space Force member jailed for murder after chasing suspected thieves

The Denver Post

A 27-year-old Aurora, Colo., man
jailed for investigation of first-de-
gree murder after police said he
chased down two teenagers sus-
pected of trying to steal his wife’s
car is an active duty U.S. Space
Force member and war veteran
who served two tours in Afghanis-
tan, court documents show.

Thieves had apparently tried to
steal the white Hyundai Elantra
twice before at his home, the docu-

ments show.

The Hyundai’s alarm went off
shortly before midnight on July S
and Orest Schur, awakened by his
mother-in-law, confronted the two
teens, dressed in black, near the
house where he lived on East 59th
Place, according to an Adams
County District Court affidavit re-
viewed by The Denver Post.

After the alarm on the Hyundai
went off, Schur and his wife observ-
ed damage to the door handles.

They heard another car alarm go-
ing off nearby and saw taillights as
the teens sped away in an apparent-
ly stolen white Kia Rio, the affidavit
said.

Aurora police said Schur, who
was armed with a Glock 19 9 mm
handgun, followed them.

He called 911 at 11:23 p.m., the af-
fidavit said, telling a dispatcher that
“there had been shots fired and he
had been shot at while he was chas-
ing some car thieves who had at-

tempted to steal his wife’s car.” He
called again and told a dispatcher
he was uninjured, that he’d chased
down the thieves, who had crashed,
and thathe had “shotback at them.”

But police didn’t find evidence
supporting the claim that anybody
fired at Schur, according to the affi-
davit.

The Kia crashed into a backyard
fence nearby on East 58th Circle.
Police said they found five bullet
casings in the Hyundai and that

Schur shot both teens. Reaching the
scene around 11:30 p.m., police saw
one teen down with gunshot
wounds in his back and head. He
was pronounced dead of his
wounds after paramedics took him
to University Hospital shortly after
midnight.

The other teen, a13-year-old, ran
toarelative’s house nearby and was
taken to Children’s Hospital Col-
orado with a gunshot wound in his
back and underwent surgery.
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Study: Vets living in areas once
redlined face greater health risks

By J.P. LAWRENCE
Stars and Stripes

Veterans in an 80,000-person
study experienced higher than ex-
pected mortality rates and greater
risks of heart attacks and strokes if
they lived in a historically segre-
gated neighborhood.

Published Tuesday in the Jour-
nal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation, the study looked at data
from veterans receiving care for
preexisting cardiovascular dis-
ease at Department of Veterans
Affairs hospitals nationwide from
Jan. 1, 2016, to Dec. 31, 2019.

Researchers from Case West-
ern Reserve University, Universi-
ty Hospitals and the Cleveland VA
Medical Center examined the
health records of veterans living
in historically segregated neigh-
borhoods.

The study used color-coded
zones that were set out decades
ago as part of redlining, a discrim-
inatory housing practice that was
used in the United States from the

1930s to the 1960s.

Authors of the study aimed to
gauge the impact of racist housing
policies that were outlawed as a
result of judicial rulings and fed-
eral legislation generations ago.

“A century-old practice like re-
dlining still affects our nation’s
health today,” said Salil Deo, a
cardiac surgeon at the VA North-
east Ohio Healthcare System and
one of the authors of the report.

Living in a historically redlined
neighborhood came with a 13%
greater rate of death from all caus-
es and a 14% higher risk of stroke
or heart attack among subjects,
according to the study.

That elevated risk was present
even after researchers took into
account known cardiovascular
risk factors as well as race and
ethnicity.

“This study builds on emerging
literature linking redlining with a
host of present-day health issues,”
Sadeer Al-Kindi, another author
of the report, said in a statement

this week issued by Case Western
Reserve University.

During the Great Depression,
the federal government began in-
suring private mortgages to help
people buy homes. These efforts
included the creation of color-cod-
ed maps of U.S. cities based on
perceived foreclosure risk.

Green areas, rated A, were seen
as safe investments. Red areas,
rated D, were seen as hazardous
and ineligible for an insured mort-
gage, author Ta-Nehisi Coates
wrote in a 2014 history of redlin-
ing.

The practice separated neigh-
borhoods based on race or ethnic-
ity, led to segregation and discour-
aged people from investing,
Coates wrote in “The Case for
Reparations,” a long-form article
published in The Atlantic in 2014.

People who live in redlined
neighborhoods are more likely to
have coronary artery disease,
stroke and chronic kidney disease,
according to a previous study pub-

e

RoaN SmiTH/U.S. Navy

The American flag is carried by attendees during last year’s New York
City Veterans Day Parade. Veterans living in historically segregated

neighborhoods experienced higher risks of heart attacks and strokes,
according to a study published Tuesday in the Journal of the American

Medical Association.

lished in the Journal of the Amer-
ican College of Cardiology in 2021
as well as another published in the
Proceedings of the National Acad-
emy of Sciences in 2022.

The authors of the study pub-
lished this week said their find-
ings might not apply to nonveter-

ans, as their subjects were mostly
men who had health insurance.
They said the specific reasons for
the poor health results needs fur-
ther research.

lawrence.jp@stripes.com
Twitter: @jplawrence3
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Microsoft reports breach by Chinese hackers

By ZEN Soo
Associated Press

HONG KONG — China called a
Microsoft report that a China-
based hacking group breached
government-linked email ac-
counts “disinformation,” saying
Wednesday that the accusation
was meant to divert attention from
U.S. cyber activities.

In a blog post published Tues-
day, Microsoft said the group,

which it identified as Storm-0558,
gained access to email accounts
linked to 25 organizations, includ-
ing Western European govern-
ment agencies. The breach was
detected weeks later when cus-
tomers complained to Microsoft
about abnormal mail activity.
“We assess this adversary is fo-
cused on espionage, such as gain-
ing access to email systems for in-
telligence collection,” Charlie

Bell, Microsoft’s executive vice
president of security, said in a sep-
arate Microsoft post.

A Washington Post report cited
a statement from U.S. officials
claiming Storm-0558 also
breached unclassified email ac-
counts linked to the U.S. govern-
ment. A Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman, Wang Wenbin, said
the accusation was ‘“disinforma-
tion” aimed at diverting attention

from U.S. cyberattacks on China.

“No matter which agency is-
sued this information, it will never
change the fact that the United
States is the world’s largest hack-
er empire conducting the most
cyber theft,” Wang said in a rou-
tine briefing.

“Since last year, the cyberse-
curity organizations of China and
other countries have issued many
reports exposing the cyberattacks

on China by the U.S. Government
over a long period of time, but the
U.S. has not made a response so
far,” he said.

The Storm-0558 hackers used
forged authentication tokens —
pieces of information used to ver-
ify the identity of a user — re-
quired to access the email ac-
counts, Microsoft said. It said it
has dealt with the attack and in-
formed affected customers.

Spain sweating out
sultry nights as heat
wave bakes Furope

Associated Press

BARCELONA, Spain — Spain
sweltered under an unrelenting
heat wave Wednesday as temper-
atures started to build toward
what is forecast to be a torrid
weekend across southern Eu-
rope.

Spain’s weather service said
thermometers could potentially
hit 113 Fahrenheit in southeas-
tern areas of the Iberian Penin-
sula, which are under alert for
extreme heat. That mark of was
reached Monday in the village of
Loja near Granada at the start of
the heat wave that is causing rest-
less nights across the country.

Over 100 weather stations reg-
istered temperatures of at least
9S F as early as 6 a.m. Wednes-
day, according to meteorologist
Rubén del Campo of Spain’s na-
tional weather agency.

“On Wednesday we expect
temperatures to fall overall with
the arrival of cool winds from the
North and East, with the excep-
tion of the southeast and southern
Andalusia, where hot winds
blowing from the interior will
cause temperatures to soar,” Del
Campo said.

While some relief is in store in
the coming days for the Iberian
Peninsula, other European coun-
tries will sweat through the
weekend.

In Italy, 10 cities were put on
high heat alert for older people

and other vulnerable populations
from Bolzano in the north ex-
tending southward to Bologna,
Florence and Rome. Temper-
atures are expected to reach 104
F in the Sardinian inland
Wednesday.

Temperatures were also start-
ing to tick up in Greece, where a
heat wave was forecast to reach
up to 111 F in some parts of the
country in the coming days. Au-
thorities banned access to nature
reserves and forests to reduce
the risk of wildfires, while mu-
nicipalities were opening air-
conditioned areas in public build-
ings for people to shelter from the
heat.

Greece’s agriculture ministry
issued restrictions on the trans-
portation and working hours of
animals such as horses and don-
keys offering rides in tourist ar-
eas during the heat wave. Work-
ing animals will not be allowed to
work between noon and S p.m. on
days where temperatures are be-
tween 95-102 F in the shade,
while they will not be allowed to
work at any time of the day when
temperatures exceed that range.

Scientists report that heat-re-
lated deaths soared in 2022 in Eu-
rope, when Spain had a record-
hot year. The Mediterranean re-
gion is expected to see temper-
atures rise faster than many oth-
er areas of the globe due to
climate change.

An Indonesian Maritime Security Agency patrol ship inspects the Iranian-flagged MT Arman 114 and
Cameroon-flagged tanker MT S Tinos near Natuna waters, Indonesia.

Indonesia seizes Iranian tanker
for suspected illegal oil transfer

Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Indo-
nesian authorities said Wednes-
day they seized an Iranian tanker
and arrested its crew members for
illegally transferring oil to another
vessel in the country’s exclusive
economic zone.

The Iranian-flagged — MT Ar-
man 114 —transporting 2.3 million
barrels of crude oil worth $305
million was seized on Friday while
carrying out illegal transshipment
of oil to the Cameroon-flagged
tanker — MT S Tinos —in Indone-
sia’s exclusive economic zone

near Natuna waters, said Aan Kur-
nia, Indonesia’s Coast Guard
chief.

An Indonesian coast guard ves-
sel detected suspicious activities
at dawn and tried to approach the
two tankers. The Iranian tanker
fled toward Malaysian territorial
waters spilling oil as the hose con-
necting the two tankers came
loose. The tanker ignored various
signals to stop, ranging from horns
and warnings via loudspeakers to
shots in the air, Kurnia said.

He added that the Iranian tank-
er, which was also carrying three

passengers besides its crew, was
later arrested by Indonesian Coast
Guard with the help of its Malay-
sian counterpart. The Cameroon-
flagged tanker managed to escape.

Authorities were still question-
ing the tanker’s Egyptian national
captain and 28 Syrian crew mem-
bers, Kurnia said.

Kurnia said the tanker was fac-
ing a variety of violations, includ-
ing not displaying a national flag,
shutting off their identification
systems, anchoring illegally, as
well as the illegal transfer of fuel
between ships and spilling oil.

Kosovo to pull some special police officers from Serb-majority areas

Associated Press

PRISTINA, Kosovo — Kosovo’s
government on Wednesday will re-
duce thenumber of special police of-
ficersstationed outside four munici-
pal buildings in ethnic Serb-majori-
ty areas and hold new mayoral elec-
tions in each of the towns, in a bid to
defuse tensions with neighboring
Serbia that flared anew in May.

Kosovar Prime Minister Albin

Kurti said that one-fourth of the spe-
cial police forces would be moved
away from the sites “taking into con-
sideration that the situation at the
municipal buildings has been com-
paratively much quieter in the last
two weeks.” He added that more of-
ficers would be withdrawn based on
the continuous evaluation of the sit-
uation.

It wasn’timmediately clear when

thereductions would take place,and
where the officers would be reas-
signed to.

Serbia’s government and Koso-
vo’sethnic Serbs want special police
forces to leave the northern area,
while Pristina says the number will
be gradually reduced.

Kurti said the government would
make a formal statement on holding
new elections in the four municipal-

ities, which have an ethnic Serb-ma-
jority population.

“Forthatitisnecessarytocreatea
proper environment to make possi-
ble holding of the (electoral) cam-
paign, political pluralism, participa-
tion of the local communities and al-
so guaranteeing vote inviolability,”
he added.

The decisions were made after
Kurti’s deputy met with European

Union envoy Miroslav Lajcak in
Bratislava, Slovakia, earlier this
week, according to Kurti.

Ethnic Serbs in northern Kosovo
boycotted mayoral elections in the
four municipalities in April as part
of acampaign for greater autonomy,
and they now object to the ethnic Al-
banian mayors chosen in the polls.
Neighboring Serbia has backed
calls for the mayors to step down.
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Court sides with Amish
families on ‘gray water’
M MINNEAPOLIS —
Members of a deeply
conservative Amish community in
Minnesota don’t need to install sep-
tic systems to dispose of their “gray
water,” the state Court of Appeals
ruled Monday in a long-running re-
ligious freedom case that went all
the way up to the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Athree-judge panel ruled thatthe
government “failed to demonstrate
a compelling state interest” to justi-
fy overriding the religious freedom
of the Amish families that chal-
lenged state regulations governing
the disposal of gray water, which is
water that’s been used for dish-
washing, laundry and bathing, but
not toilet waste.

The Swartzentruber Amish in
southeastern Minnesota are among
the most traditional Amish groups
in the country, U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Neil Gorsuch notedin a 2021
ruling. It sent the case back to Min-
nesota courts for reconsideration in
light of a high court decision a
month earlier in a different reli-
gious freedom case. That ruling
went in favor of a Philadelphia-
based Catholic foster care agency
that said its religious views prevent-
ed it from working with same-sex
couples.

Fillmore County in 2013 started
requiring homes to have modern
septic systems to dispose of gray
water. The Swartzentruber Amish
sought an exemption, saying their
religion prohibits that technology.

Man charged in shootings
from scooter that killed 1

NEW YORK — A man

accused of killing an 86-
year-old and injuring three other
people in a series of apparently ran-
dom shootings while riding a scoot-
er in New York City was arraigned
Monday on charges including mur-
der and attempted murder, prose-
cutors said.

Thomas Abreu, 25, was ar-
raigned in a hospital in five shoot-
ings that occurred in Queens over
about 10 minutes late Saturday
morning, a spokesperson for
Queens District Attorney Melinda
Katz said. An additional person was
shot and injured in Brooklyn.

Witnessesidentified Abreu as the
gunman who shot Hamod Saeidi,
86, just before 11:30 a.m., prosecu-
tors said. Family members said
Saeidi, who died, had been on his
way to a mosque to pray.

Plea deal reached in
burming of abortion clinic

WY CHEYENNE — A col-

lege student who au-
thorities say admitted to setting fire
to a building slated to become
Wyoming’s only full-service abor-
tion clinic has reached a plea agree-
ment with prosecutors, federal
court documents showed Monday.
Details of the proposed plea deal
for Lorna Roxanne Green weren’t
available to the public pending a

judge’s approval of the agreement.

Green, 22, pleaded not guilty toan
arson charge in U.S. District Court
in Cheyenne in June. Green faces
up to 20 years in prison and a
$250,000 fine.

Green told investigators she op-
posed abortion and was experienc-
ing anxiety and having nightmares
over the Wellspring Health Access
clinic that was to openin Casperlast
year, so she decided to burn it, ac-
cording to court documents.

Investigators say Green set the
clinic ablaze on May 25, 2022. The
clinic was scheduled to open a few
weeks later but was not able tobegin
seeing patients until April because
of the fire damage.

Sex charges dismissed
against reality TV doctor

NEWPORT BEACH —
A California judge has
dismissed sex charges against a re-
ality TV show doctor and his girl-
friend who had been accused of
drugging and raping women in a
case that drew international atten-
tion.
Court records show that charges
of assault with the intent tocommita
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BRITTANY MURRAY, THE ORANGE CoOUNTY (CALIF.) REGISTER/AP

Hanging out of the hangar

A Cessna plane sits nose-first after crashing into the roof of a hangar at the Long Beach Airport in
California on Monday. Authorities say the pilot escaped with only minor injuries.

sexual offense were dismissed Fri-
day against Dr. Grant Robicheaux,
asurgeon who previously appeared
on a Bravo TV show called “Online
Dating Rituals of the American
Male,” and girlfriend Cerissa Riley.
The decision came after a prelimi-
nary hearing before Superior Court
Judge Michael Leversen, who de-
termined there was not sufficient
evidence on the sex charges to pro-
ceed to trial, The Orange County
Register reported.

The pair also faces drug charges.
Robicheaux is also charged with
possession of an assault weapon.
They previously pleaded not guilty.

The case drew international at-
tention in 2018 when Robicheaux
and Riley were charged in connec-
tion with up to seven victims who
authorities said were plied with
drugs and sexually assaulted at the
pair’s home in Newport Beach
when they were incapable of resist-
ing.

Police chief convicted of
taking seized money

BATON ROUGE — A
small-town police chiefin
Louisiana was convicted after tak-

ing money seized in narcotics inves-
tigations and stealing a family’s CO-
VID-19 stimulus money, leaving
them homeless, officials said Mon-
day.

A jury last week found Mitch
Bratton guilty of malfeasance in of-
fice, felony theft and possession of
controlled dangerous substances,
the state Attorney General’s office
said in a news release. Bratton was
recently reelected as chief of police
in Grayson, a village of just more
than S00 people in Caldwell Parish.

Itisunclearif Brattonis currently
serving as chief of police. Officials
for Grayson or the village’s police
department could not immediately
be reached for comment.

While serving as chief of police,
Bratton was personally responsible
for more than $10,000 in narcotics
funds that went missing between
2016 and 2019, the release said.

Additionally, Bratton was con-
victed on one count of felony theft
related to monies taken from a
mother and son during the course of
an arrest.

“That money was their COVID
stimulus and had been set aside for
home expenses. As a result of this
theft, that family was unable to pay

their bills, lost their home, and are
still homeless to this day,” the news
release stated.

City seeks more time to
clear encampment

PHOENIX — Phoenix is

making progress in com-
plying with a court order to close a
large homeless encampment
known as “The Zone,” butit willtake
more time to clear, clean and keep
people from setting up tents againin
the area, a lawyer representing the
city said at a trial Monday.

Attorney Justin Pierce said dur-
ing opening statements that por-
tions of the encampment on the
edge of downtown Phoenix have
been cleared since ajudge declared
the area to be a public nuisance, but
other blocks still need to be ad-
dressed. He said the process takes
time, including making sure those
wholive there have somewhere else
to go.

The city is developing a space
nearby with tents and temporary
restroom facilities as an alternative,
has increased the number of police
officers working in the area and has
nearly tripled its funding on con-
fronting issues of homelessness,
Pierce said.

The purpose of the trial is to exa-
mine the city’s efforts to comply
with a March 27 order that conclud-
ed the city had stopped enforcing
certain laws in the area and re-
quired the city to lessen the public
nuisance.

Mayor resigns over posts in
police Facebook group

O NEWPORT — The

mayor of a city on the
Oregon coast has apologized and re-
signed over offensive content he
posted in a private Facebook group
for current and retired police offi-
cers.

Oregon Public Broadcasting
reported that Newport Mayor Dean
Sawyer apologized and resigned
Monday, three days after the media
outlet revealed that since 2016, Sa-
wyer had been sharing memes and
posts denigrating women, immi-
grants, non-English speakers and
the LGBTQ+ community in the
Facebook group with 39,000 mem-
bers.

A local LGBTQ+ pride group
held a demonstration over the
weekend at City Hall, with more
than 100 people demanding that Sa-
wyer leave office.

Sawyer told OPB on Friday that
the Facebook group called LEO On-
ly is a private group and posts are
not meant for the public. On Mon-
day, he told The Oregonian/Oregon-
Live that his online persona had be-
come too polarizing for him to con-
tinue.

“Inow realize that some of my ac-
tions and my words have hurt peo-
ple I love and care about,” Sawyer
said.

Sawyer was a Newport police of-
ficer for three decades before he
was elected mayor in 2018.

From The Associated Press
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OPINION

US debt tsunami meets with a bipartisan shrug

By GEORGE F. WiLL
The Washington Post
WASHINGTON
verett Dirksen, R-IIl., the Senate
minority leader for nearly 11 years
until his death in September 1969,
had a famously foghorn voice with
which he supposedly intoned, “A billion here,
a billion there, and pretty soon you're talking
about real money.” Some people say he ac-
tually said “a million here, a million there ...”
Either way, or neither (the Dirksen Congres-
sional Center in his hometown of Pekin, Ill.,
finds no evidence of his saying either), Dirk-
sen’s supposed attempt at alarming the nation
about government spending seems prehistor-
ic.

Amillionseconds ago was about11 days and
14 hours ago. Someone who is now 312 years
old was born a billion seconds ago. A trillion
seconds was 31,688 years ago, about 19,000
years before the invention of farming, a prere-
quisite for civilization.

Speaking of the distant past, you might re-
member the May drama surrounding raising
the debt ceiling from $31.4 trillion. The ceiling
wasnotraised; it was suspended until after the
nextelection, which was prudent, considering
the velocity of the red ink torrent. Last month,
the debt soared past the $32 trillion mark, up
from $31 trillion in just 36 weeks. As Maya
MacGuineas, president of the Committee for
a Responsible Federal Budget, says, “We
can’teven get through a single fiscal year any-
more without adding a trillion dollarsin debt.”

The pace probably will accelerate as the
growth of borrowing puts upward pressure on

interest rates, and as debt service becomes an
ever-larger portion of the federal budget —
around 2029, larger than the defense budget.
By 2051, interest will be the largest item in the
budget. Inflation, a consequence of fiscal mis-
management, makes itself worse by increas-
ing spending on entitlements with benefits in-
dexed to inflation. Inflation can usually be
cured by arecession, but that would make the
debt worse by depressing revenue.

The budget was last balanced in fiscal 2001
and probably will not be again in this century.
Federal spending was 17.7% of GDP in 2020
and is 24.2% today. The Cato Institute’s Chris
Edwards calculates that if average annual
spending growth in this century had merely
equaled average nominal GDP growth of
4.2%, today’s budget would be balanced.
Spending actually grew at an average annual
rate of 5.7%.

Social Security and Medicare drive the
growth of debt but will not drive the 2024 polit-
ical debate. The debt tsunami is the nation’s
most important domestic problem, and it
threatens national security via pressure to
curtail defense spending. But regarding def-
icits, today’s reflexive, mindless partisanship
is replaced by reflexive, mindless bipartisan-
ship: Donald Trump and Joe Biden are joined
at the hip. Trump: “Under no circumstances
should Republicans vote to cut a single penny
from Medicare or Social Security.” Biden: “If
anyone tries to cut” either, “I will stop them.”
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis vows not to “mess
with” them.

Reestablishing congressional “regular or-
der” might help: passing a budget resolution

by mid-April, with a dozen appropriations
bills voted on separately before the fiscal year
begins Oct. 1. This was last accomplished in
1996, after the 1994 midterm elections ended
40years of Democratic control of the House of
Representatives. Virtue did not become ha-
bitual, so there is a philosophic-semantic puz-
zle: Can we speak of “regular order” that reg-
ularly does not occur?

The Economist reports that the U.S. deficit
has exceeded 6% of GDP only three times —
during World War II, the 2008 financial crisis
and the pandemic lockdowns. This is, howev-
er, on the way to becoming normal.

In February, the Congressional Budget Of-
fice projected that under current law, interest
costs would amount to $10.5 trillion from 2024
through 2033. Alan J. Auerbach and William
Gale, authors of the Brookings Institution’s
federal budget outlook, report that, assuming
certain probable adjustments of current law
(including making permanent some “tempor-
ary” provisions), debt would be 240% of GDP
by 2053.

The Peter G. Peterson Foundation, a splen-
did nest of deficit hawks, notes that debt ser-
vice is projected to be the federal govern-
ment’s largest “program” when it becomes
larger than Medicare in 2044 and Social Se-
curity in 2050. “By 2053, nearly 40 percent of
all federal revenues will be spent on interest
alone.” And “we’re on a path to add a stagger-
ing $127 trillion to the debt over the next 30
years.”

What Everett Dirksen did or didn’t say
needsupdating. A trillion here, a trillion there,
and pretty soon ...

How’s everyone enjoying their politicized heat waves?

By RACHEL MARSDEN
Tribune Content Agency
PARIS
resh off the latest French riots, the
country didn’t even have time to
catch its breath before being bom-
barded with nanny state heat-wave
alerts. I just sat in my air conditioned apart-
ment, chillin’like a villain—whose superpow-
er is being impervious to air conditioning-re-
lated guilt trips.

In addition to panic over pretty typical sum-
mer heat, the season has also become a time to
dredge up tales of heat-related mass casual-
ties like the “deadly summer of 2003” when
the Frenchhad all taken offfor their usual paid
vacations, leaving the elderly in non-air-con-
ditioned care homes vulnerable to an intense
heat wave.

Given that incident occurred 20 years ago,
you’d think that we’d have stopped talking
about heat waves by now — if only because a
hallmark of human evolution has always been
the ability to adapt to our environment. In the
case of extreme heat, that would logically
mean availing oneself of the available modern
technological tools to cool off.

Personally, that means two portable air
conditioners for my Paris apartment which
have sparked a revolt among the elderly resi-
dents in my building who can see the air evac-
uation tubes in windows. One wrote on behalf
of all the others to the building management
last year complaining about the impact on the
environment. Butthen when we crossed paths
in the building’s entrance, her frustrations
boiled over revealing a more discreet motiva-
tion. “How can you possibly afford TWO air
conditioners?” she yelled.

Indeed, evenin France, where energy costs

have skyrocketed ever since Europe cut itself
off from its cheap Russian energy supply, it's
still possible to run a couple of air conditioners
for about the price of a daily trip to Starbucks.
It’s really just a matter of priorities. As for air
conditioning units sold on the European mar-
ket representing any kind of significant envi-
ronmental risk — if that was the case, they
would already be banned. Perhaps instead of
the government educating citizens about how
to obsess over the opening and closing of their
windows and blinds from dawn to dusk, in or-
der to reduce the daily sweltering to a mini-
mum, they should be addressing the many
misconceptions about air conditioning long
held by the French. That seems to be the best
possible solution to climate change, frankly.

Anything else is a gamble. You can control
the temperature of your home — sort of. But
there’s just no way that anyone can possibly
control the temperature of the earth’s atmo-
sphere. Nor can anyone credibly quantify pre-
cisely how someone not recycling their Coke
cans is directly going to impact it. So far, none
of the environmental authoritarianism we’ve
faced for the past few decades has worked.
Doing more of the same is just idiotic. Unlike
turning on the air conditioning at home —
which provides instant personal relief from
climate change.

Former President Barack Obama said in a
recent interview that his 24-year-old daugh-
ter, Malia, said to him that there’s “just no way
that we’re going to solve this.” Meaning that
the goal of world leaders under the Paris
Agreement of keeping under the 2 degree Cel-
sius rise of planetary atmospheric temper-
ature compared to pre-industrial levels is just
not going to happen. The next step is to ask
why that is. Could it possibly be because igno-

rant narcissists who figure that humans are in
total control of the Earth’s heating and cooling
cycles are either delusional, or have another
agenda that involves using the planet as a pre-
text for taxing and controlling other people?

Instead, Barack Obama doubled down on
the globalist narrative. “Look, we may not be
able to cap temperature rise to two degrees
centigrade,” he said. Why not? If you’re follow-
ing “the science,” then why isn’t it working?
“But here’s the thing,” Obama continued. “If
we work really hard, we may be abletocapitat
two and ahalfinstead of three, orthree instead
of three and a half.” So, despite clearly having
zero mastery of planetary temperature con-
trol, the goal is now to do so within half-degree
precision? “That extra centigrade, that might
mean the difference between whether Ban-
gladesh is underwater,” Obama continued.

These folks seem to be making it up as they
go along. And why not, as long as citizens are
still willing to accept the climate-related guilt
trip imposed on them as an excuse to be
robbed blind.

The average Western citizen is so brain-
washed that they’ll now sit around sweltering
in their own apartment, martyring them-
selves so that Bangladesh doesn’t end up un-
derwater someday like Obama said. But at
leastifthey’re focused on that—and at yelling
at the neighbor who avails themselves of mod-
ern climate control—then theylikely won’tbe
asking hard questions of the government
that’s constantly asking them to sacrifice their
ownmoney, basic rights and comfort for caus-
es exactly like this one that never seem to im-
prove.

Rachel Marsden is a columnist, political strategist and host of
independently produced talk shows in French and English.
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Emmys success
for ‘Succession’

HBO drama leads all TV awards nominees
with 27; ‘Ted Lasso’ top comedy contender

By ANDREW DALTON
Associated Press

HBO dominated Wednesday
morning’s Emmy nominations,
with the elite trio of “Succession,”
“The White Lotus” and “The Last
of Us” combining for a whopping
74, but the dominant theme dar-
kening the scene is the ongoing
writers strike and the looming
possibility that actors could join
them in as little as a day.

“Succession” and its deeply
dysfunctional dynasty of one-per-
centers led all Emmy nominees in
its fourth and final season with 27,
including best drama, which it has
won two of the past three years. It
got three nominations for best ac-
tor in a drama, with Brian Cox,
Jeremy Strong and Kieran Culkin
all getting nods for playing men of
the Roy clan, and Sarah Snook get-
ting a best actress nomination. It
also got four nominations for best
supporting actor in a drama.

The cursed vacationers at a Si-
cilian resort from the second sea-
son of “The White Lotus” truly
dominated the supporting catego-
ries, however, landing five nomi-
nations for best supporting actress
in a drama — including nods for
Jennifer Coolidge and Aubrey
Plaza — and four more for best
supporting actor.

Bella Ramsey and Pedro Pas-
cal, the duo on a fungus-filled
quest in “The Last of Us,” each got
lead acting nominations. The
show, an adaptation of the popular
Playstation video game, was sec-
ond behind “Succession” with 24
nominations. “The White Lotus”
had 23.

“Ted Lasso” was tops among co-
medies with 21 nominations, in-
cluding best comedy series and
best actor for Jason Sudeikis.

The nominations suggested that
HBO can still dominate even as
streaming-only outlets have taken

over so much of elite TV —though
the distinction is increasingly
blurred, with a huge segment of
viewers watching “Succession”
and the cable channel’s other of-
ferings on the streaming service
now known as Max.

Cox, 77, got his best actor in a
drama nod despite appearing in
fewer than half of this season’s
“Succession” episodes, although
as the Roy family patriarch he
loomed just as large over the epi-
sodes he didn’t appear in. A win
would be his first in three nomina-
tions for the role, though he won
an Emmy for best supporting ac-
tor in a TV movie in 2001.

Strong won in 2020 for playing
“eldest boy” Kendall Roy. Culkin
got his first nomination for best ac-
tor after two previous nomina-
tions in the supporting category.

Actors joining movie and televi-
sion writers on strike would fur-
ther shut down the industry and
be the first time since 1960 that
two Hollywood unions are on
strike. While show and film re-
leases will continue, work on up-
coming projects would cease.

The possibility of an industry
debilitated by two strikes could
dampen any joy for those nomi-
nated, and could put the damper
on the ceremony scheduled for
September 18 on the Fox network.

The nominations were an-
nounced by “Community” star
Yvette Nicole Brown and Televi-
sion Academy CEO Frank Scher-
ma, who referenced the labor dis-
putes at the top of Wednesday’s
livestream.

“We hope the ongoing guild ne-
gotiations can come to an equita-
ble and swift resolution. We are
committed to supporting a televi-
sion industry that stands strong in
equity and where we can continue
to honor all the incredible work
you do,” Scherma said.

HBO

Kieran Culkin, left, and Sarah Snook, center, were among those
nominated from “Succession.” HBO's hit racked up 27 Emmy nods.

Apple TV+

“Ted Lasso” dominated the comedy categories with 21 nominations,
including best comedy series and best actor for Jason Sudeikis (right).

FX
Jeremy Allen White is nominated
for best actor for “The Bear.”

HBO

Pedro Pascal and Bella Ramsey
each got a lead acting nomination
for “The Last of Us.”

Top Emmy nominations

Best drama series: “Succession”; “The
White Lotus”; “The Last of Us”; “Bet-
ter Call Saul”; “The Crown”; “Yellow-
jackets”; “House of the Dragon”;
“Andor”

Best comedy series: “Abbott Ele-
mentary”; “Barry”; “The Bear”; “Jury
Duty”; “Ted Lasso”; “The Marvelous
Mrs. Maisel”; “Only Murders in the
Building”; “Wednesday”

Best limited or anthology series:
“Beef”; “Monster: The Jeffrey Dahmer
Story”; “Daisy Jones & The Six”;
“Fleishman Is in Trouble”; “Obi-Wan
Kenobi”

Best actor in a drama series: Jeremy
Strong, “Succession”; Bob Odenkirk,
“Better Call Saul”; Kieran Culkin,
“Succession”; Pedro Pascal, “The Last
of Us”; Brian Cox, “Succession”; Jeff
Bridges, “The Old Man”

Best actress in a drama series: Melan-
ie Lynskey, “Yellowjackets”; Sarah
Snook, “Succession”; Bella Ramsey,
“The Last of Us": Sharon Horgan,
“Bad Sisters”; Elisabeth Moss, “The
Handmaid's Tale”; Keri Russell, “The
Diplomat”

Best actor in a comedy series: Jeremy
Allen White, “The Bear”; Jason Sudei-
kis, “Ted Lasso”; Bill Hader, “Barry”;
Martin Short, “Only Murders in the
Building”; Jason Segel, “Shrinking”
Best actress in a comedy series:
Quinta Brunson, “Abbott Elementary”;
Rachel Brosnahan, “The Marvelous
Mrs. Maisel”; Christina Applegate,
“Dead to Me”; Jenna Ortega,
“Wednesday”; Natasha Lyonne, “Po-
ker Face”

Best supporting actor in a comedy
series: Anthony Carrigan, “Barry”;
Brett Goldstein, “Ted Lasso”; Phil
Dunster, “Ted Lasso”; Henry Winkler,
“Barry”; James Marsden, “Jury Duty”
Best supporting actress in a comedy
series: Sheryl Lee Ralph, “Abbott
Elementary”; Ayo Edebiri, “The Bear”;
Janelle James, “Abbott Elementary”;
Hannah Waddingham, “Ted Lasso”;
Juno Temple, “Ted Lasso”; Jessica
Williams, “Shrinking”

Best supporting actor in a drama
series: F. Murray Abraham, “The
White Lotus”; Nicholas Braun, “Suc-
cession”; Michael Imperioli, “The
White Lotus”; Theo James, “The
White Lotus”; Matthew Macfadyen,
“Succession”; Alan Ruck, “Succes-
sion”; Will Sharpe, “The White Lotus”;
Alexander Skarsgard, “Succession”
Best reality competition program:
“The Amazing Race”; “RuPaul’'s Drag
Race”; “Survivor”; “Top Chef”; “The
Voice”

Best animated program: “Bob’s Burg-
ers”; “Entergalactic”; “Genndy Tarta-
kovsky’s Primal”; “Rick and Morty”;
“The Simpsons”

Associated Press

Latin, K-pop artists help music streams hit 1 trillion in 2023 in record time

From wire reports

Is non-English language music the future
of the music business? Perhaps.

The global music industry surpassed 1
trillion streams at the fastest pace ever in a
calendar year, Luminate’s 2023 Midyear
Report has found. The number was reached
in three months, a full month faster than
2022.

Global streams are also up 30.8% from
last year, reflective of an increasingly inter-
national music marketplace.

Additionally, Luminate found that two in

five — or 40% — of U.S. music listeners en-
joy music in a non-English language. And a
whopping 69% of U.S. music listeners enjoy
music from artists originating outside of the
US.

According to the report, Spanish, French,
Japanese, Korean, Italian, German and Ar-
abic are the most popular languages for
non-Anglophonic music among U.S. music
listeners, with Latin genres and K-pop lead-
ing the charge.

“Specifically, our streaming data shows
that Spanish and Korean language music

are the most popular when taking a look at
the top 10,000 most streamed songs (audio
and video combined) during the first half of
2023,” says Jaime Marconette, Luminate’s
senior director of music insights and indus-
try relations. “Furthermore, Spanish-lan-
guage music’s share of that top 10,000 has
grown 3.6% since 2021, while English-lan-
guage music’s share has dropped 4.2% in
that same time.”

That is reflected in Luminate’s 2023 Mid-
year Top Albums chart, where Bad Bunny’s
spring 2022 album “Un Verano Sin Ti” still

breaks the top 10 a year later (the chart fac-
tors in a combination of album sales, on-de-
mand audio/visual sales and digital track
sales).

Bad Bunny’s “Un Verano Sin Ti” has also
become the most-streamed album of all
time on Spotify, the streaming platform
confirmed to the L.A. Times. The title was
previously held by Ed Sheeran’s 2017 al-
bum “Divide.”

When “top albums” are defined by phys-
ical and digital sales exclusively, K-pop
dominates, taking up six of the top 10 spots.
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SCOREBOARD/SPORTS BRIEFS

PRO SOCCER

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
Cincinnati 13 2 6 45 34 23
Nashville 11 6 5 38 30 17
New England 10 4 7 37 36 27
Columbus 10 6 6 36 43 30
Atlanta 9 5 8 35 40 35
Philadelphia 10 7 4 34 35 25
Orlando City 9 6 7 34 32 27
D.C. United 8 9 6 30 32 30
CF Montréal 811 2 26 20 29
New York 6 7 8 26 20 21
Chicago 6 7 8 26 27 31
Charlotte FC 6 8 8 26 30 38
NYCFC 5 711 26 24 28
Toronto FC 310 10 19 18 32
Inter MiamiCF 5 13 3 18 22 33

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
SaintLouisSC 12 7 2 38 40 24
Seattle 10 7 5 35 28 20
LAFC 9 6 6 33 30 24
Real SaltLake 9 7 6 33 30 31
Austin FC 8 8 5 29 29 29
FC Dallas 8 9 5 29 24 25
San Jose 7 7 8 29 26 29
Houston 8 9 4 28 26 28
Vancouver 6 7 7 25 32 29
Sporting KC 6 10 7 25 28 32
Minnesota 6 8 6 24 22 29
Portland 5 9 7 22 23 31
LA Galaxy 5 9 7 22 23 33
Colorado 310 8 17 16 30

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Wednesday, July 5

Charlotte FC 1, New York City FC 1, tie
Saturday, July 8

Cincinnati 2, Charlotte FC 2, tie

New York C|ty FC1, Columbus 1, tie

Miami 2, D.C. United 2, tie

Atlanta 1, CF Montréal 0

New York 2, New England 1

Saint Louis City SC 1, Toronto FC 0

Chicago 1, Nashville 0

Sporting Kansas City 2, Houston 2, tie

Austin FC 4, Minnesota 1

Colorado 2, FC Dallas 1

Real Salt Lake 4, Orlando City 0

LA Galaxy 3, Philadelphia 1

San Jose 1, Los Angeles FC 1, tie

Seattle 3, Vancouver 2
Wednesday’s games

Atlanta at New England

Cincinnati at New York

CF Montréal at Chicago

Minnesota at Houston

Real Salt Lake at Sporting Kansas City
Philadelphia at Nashville

Seattle at San Jose

Austin FC at Vancouver

Saint Louis City SC at Los Angeles FC

Saturday’s games

Orlando City at Atlanta
Nashville at Cincinnati

Charlotte FC at CF Montréal

D.C. United at New England

New York City FC at Philadelphia
Sporting Kansas City at Austin FC
Toronto FC at Chicago

Los Angeles FC at Minnesota
Miami at Saint Louis City SC
Houston at Colorado

New York at Real Salt Lake
Columbus at Portland

FC Dallas at Seattle

LA Galaxy at Vancouver

PRO BASKETBALL

WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
w L Pct GB
New York 13 4 765 —
Connecticut 14 5 737 —
Washington 11 8 .579 3
Atlanta 10 8 .56 3%
Chicago 8 11 .421 6
Indiana 5 14 .263 9

WESTERN CONFERENCE
w L Pct GB
Las Vegas 18 2 .900 -
Dallas 10 9 526 7%
Minnesota 9 10 .474 8%
Los Angeles 7 12 .368 10%
Seattle 4 15 211 13%
Phoenix 4 15 211 13%

Tuesday’s games

Washington 93, Seattle 86

Las Vegas 98, Phoenix 72
Wednesday’s games

Connecticut at Chicago

New York at Indiana

Dallas at Minnesota

Seattle at Atlanta

Las Vegas at Los Angeles

Thursday’s games
No games scheduled.

CYCLING

Tour de France

Tuesday
10th Stage
103.8 miles from Vulcania to Issoire

1. Pello Bilbao Lopez, Spain, Bahrain Vic-
torious, 3:52:34s.

2. Georg Zimmermann, Germany, Inter-
marche-Circus-Wanty, same time.

3.Ben O'Connor, Australia, AG2R Citroen
Team, same time.

4. Krists Neilands, Latvia, Israel-Premier
Tech, same time.

5. Jhoan Esteban Chaves, Colombia, EF
Education-EasyPost, same time.

6. Antonio Pedrero, Spain, Movistar
Team, :03s behind.

7. Skjelmose Mattias Jensen, Denmark,
LIDL-Trek, :27.

8. Michal Kwiatkowski, Poland,
Grenadiers, same time.

9. Warren Barguil, France, Team Arkea-
Samsic, :30.

10. Julian Alaphilippe, France, Soudal
Quick-Step, :32.

Also

30. Sepp Kuss, United States, Jumbo-Vis-
ma, 2:53s behind.

60. Kevin Vermaerke, United States,
Team DSM-Firmenich, 6:33s.

98. Matteo Jorgenson, United States,
Movistar Team, 12:55.

125. Neilson Powless, Unlted States, EF
Education-EasyPost, 20:1

151. G Lawson Craddock United States,
Team Jayco Alula, 25

Overall Standmgs

1. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark, Jumbo-
Visma, 42:33:13s.

2. Tadej Pogacar Slovenia, UAE Team
Emirates, :17s behind.

3. Jai Hindley, Australia, Bora-Hans-
grohe, 2:40.

4. Carlos Rodriguez Cano, Spain, Ineos
Grenadiers, 4:22.

5. Pello Bilbao Lopez, Spain, Bahrain Vic-
torious, 4:34.

6. Adam Yates, Great Britain, UAE Team
Emirates, 4:39.

7.Simon Yates, Great Britain, Team Jay-
co-Alula, 4:44.

8. Tom Pidcock, Great Britian, Ineos Gre-
nadiers, 5:26.

gi David Gaudu, France, Groupama-FDJ,

Ineos

6:01.
10. Sepp Kuss, United States, Jumbo-Vis-
ma, 6:45.
Also

44, Matteo Jorgenson, United States,
Movistar Team, 57:07s behind.

45. Neilson Powless, United States, EF
Education-EasyPost, 58:15s.

88. Kevin Vermaerke, Un|ted States,
Team DSM-Firmenich, 1:36:

101. G Lawson Craddock Unlted States,
Team Jayco Alula, 1:44:37.

Young R|ders Standings

1. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia, UAE Team
Emirates, 42:33:30s.

2. Carlos Rodriguez Cano, Spain, Ineos
Grenadiers, 4:05s behind.

3.Tom Pldcock Great Brltlan, Ineos Gre-
nadiers, 5:09.

4.Felix Gall, Austria, AGZR Citroen Team,
9:29

5. Skjelmose Mattias Jensen, Denmark,
LIDL-Trek, 26:33.

6. Mathieu Burgaudeau, France, TotalE-
nergies, 39:59.

7.Tobias Halland Johannessen, Norway,
Uno-X Pro Cycling Team, 49:25.

8. Matteo Jorgenson, United States, Mo-
vistar Team, 56:50.

9. Matis Louvel
Samsic, 1:05:24.

10. Matthew Dinham, Australia, Team
DSM-Firmenich, 1:16:39.

Mountain Standmgs

1. Neilson Powless, United States, EF
Education-EasyPost, 46 pts.

2.Felix Gall, Austria, AGZR Citroen Team,
28.
3. Tobias Halland Johanessen, Norway,
UNO-X Pro Cycling Team, 26.

4. Ruben Almeida Guerreiro, Portugal,
Movistar Team, 22.

5. Michael Woods, Canada, Israel-Pre-
mier Tech, 20.

6. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia, UAE Team
Emirates, 19.

7. Jai Hindley, Australia, Bora-Hans-
grohe, 19.

8. Giulio Ciccone, Italy, LIDL-Trek, 19.

9. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark, Jumbo-
Visma, 18.

610. Pierre Latour, France, Total Energies,
16.

France, Team Arkea-

Tuesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League
TAMPA BAY RAYS — Reinstated 3B Josh
Lowe. Optioned 2B Jonathan Aranda to
Durham (IL).
National League
CINCINNATI REDS — Sent RHP Michael
Mariot outrigt to Louisville (IL).
BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
DETROIT PISTONS — Re-signed F Isaiah
Stewart to a rookie contract extension.
PHOENIX SUNS — Traded F Isaiah Todd
and two future first-round draft picks to
Memphis in exchange for three future sec-
ond-round draft picks. Re-signed G/F Josh

Okogie.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS —Named
Thompson assistant coach.

ARIZONA COYOTES — Signed D Montana
?nytebuchi to a two-year, entry-level con-

ract.

BOSTON BRUINS — Signed C Marc
McLaughlin to a one-year, two-way con-
tract.

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Signed LW
Brendan Lemieux to a one-year contract.

MONTREAL CANADIENS — Signed C Alex
Newhook to a four-year contract.

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Signed F De-
nis Gurianov to a one-year contract.

NEW YORK RANGERS — Signed D
K’Andre Miller to a two-year contract.

OTTAWA SENATORS — Signed G Kevin
Mandolese to a one-year, two-way con-

tract.
SOCCER
Major League Soccer

MLS DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE —
Found FC Cincinnati D lan Murphy guilty of
failing to leave the field in a timely manner
in the 75th minute of Cincinnati’s match
against Charlotte FC on July 8. Found New
England Revolution M Latif Blessing guilty
of failing to leave the field in a timely man-
ner in the 61st minute of New England’s
match against the New York Red Bulls on
July 8. Found Minnesota United FC F Bon-
gokuhle Hlongwane guilty of simulation-
embellishment in the 68th minute of Min-
nesota’s match against Austin FC on July
8. Found San Jose Earthquakes G Daniel
guilty of failing to leave the field ina timely
manner in the 56th minute of San Jose’s
match against the Los Angeles Football
Club onJuly 8. Found Columbus Crew head
coach Wilfried Nancy guilty of failing to
leave thefield inatimely and orderly man-
ner in the 87th minute of Columbus’s
match against New York City FC on July 8.
Suspended Houston Dynamo FC F Sebas-
tian Ferreira for one match and fined Fer-
reira an undisclosed amount for violent
conduct in the 90th minute of Houston’s
match against Sporting Kansas City on Ju-
ly 8. Suspended Columbus Crew head
coach Wilfried Nancy for one additional
match (two matches total) and fined Nan-
cy an undisclosed amount for irresponsi-
ble behavior in the 87th minute of Colum-
bus’s match against New York City FC on
July 8. Suspended Columbus Crew techni-
cal staff member Federico Pizzuto for two
additional matches (three matches total)
and fined Pizzuto an undisclosed amount
for violent conduct — throwing liquid at
and on a match official in the 88th minute
of Columbus’s match against New York
City FC on July 8.

FC CINCINNATI — Named Bobby Ed-
wards Academy goalkeeper coach.

LA GALAXY — Acquired D Tony Alfaro
from New York City FC in exchange for
$125,000 in general allocation money
(GAM). Placed D Martin Caceres on the in-
jured list.

NEW YORK CITY FC — Acquired F Moun-
sefBakrar from NK Istra (Croatian Football
League) through 2026, pending receipt of
his international transfer certificate (ITC)
and P-1 visa.

PHILADELPHIA UNION — Signed Head
Coach Jim Curtin to a contract extension
through 2026.

VANCOUVER WHITECAPS FC — Signed M
Andres Cubas to a contract extension
through 2026.

COLLEGE

RHODE ISLAND — Named Meghan Reall
assistant women’s basketball coach.

Brent

TENNIS

Nordea Open

Tuesday
At Bastad Tennis Stadium
Bastad, Sweden
Purse: $115,000
Surface: Red clay
Women's Singles
Round of 32
Viktoriya Tomova (9), Bulgarla, def. Dar-
ja Semenistaja, Latvia, 6-1, 6-4.
Katie Vonnets, Unlted States, def. Julia
Riera, Argentina, 6-4
Yulia Putintseva (2), Kazakhstan def. Li-
sa Zaar, Sweden, 6-3, 6-4.
Irina Khromacheva, Russia, def. Kajsa
Rinaldo Persson, Sweden, 6-3, 2-6, 6-0.
Mirjam BJorklund Sweden def. Jacque-
line Cabaj Awad, Sweden, 6-1, 6-4.
Olga DanlIOV|c(8) Serbia, def. Reka Luca
Jani, Hungar?/ , 6-0.
Aliona Bo sova, Spam, def Kateryna
Baindl (6), Ukraine, 3-6, 7-5, 7-6 (4).
PannaUdvardF\]/ (5),Hungar¥ def. Peang-
tarn Plipuech, Thailand, 6-7 (7), 6-0, 6-1.
Rebecca Peterson (4), Sweden def Jang
Su Jeong, South Korea, 7-6 (2), 6
Nellie Taraba WaIIberg Sweden def.
Caijsa Wilda Hennemann, Sweden, 3-6,

6-4, 6-3.
Grand Est Open 88

Tuesday
At Tennis Club de Contrexeville
Contrexeville, France
Purse: Euro 100,000
Surface: Red clay
Women’s Singles
Round of 32
Tereza Martincova, Czech Republic, def.
Tatjana Maria (1), Germany, 6-3, 7-6 (2).
Tessah Andrianjafitrimo, France, def.
Laura Pigossi, Brazil, 7-5, 6-0.
Cristina Bucsa (2) Spam def. Tamara
Korpatsch, Germany, 1-6, 6-4, 6-3.
Rosa Vicens Mas,Spam def. Dalila Jaku-
povic, Slovenia, 2-1, ret.
Anastasia lehonova, Russia, def. Carol
Zhao, Canada, 6-3, 6-2
Fiona Ferro, France, def Rebecca Sram-
kova, SIovakla 7-5, 0-6, 6-2.
Clara Burel (), France def Barbora Pal-
icova, Czech Republlc, 7-5,6-1.
Arantxa Rus (4), Netherlands, def. Elvina
Kalieva, United States, 6-1, 6-3.
Diane Parry (6), France, def. Kristina
Mladenovic, France, 6-3, 7-6 (2).

PHoto BY DR. JoHN JoNES/AP

Mikala Jones holds a surfboard made of material from the agave plant
at Surf Ranch in Lemoore, Calif. Jones has died at the age of 44.

Mikala Jones dies
in surfing accident

Associated Press

HONOLULU — Mikala Jones, a
Hawaii surfer known for shooting
awe-inspiring photos and videos
from the inside of massive, curling
waves, has died after a surfing ac-
cident in Indonesia. He was 44.

Jones had gone out into the
ocean Sunday morning during a
trip to the Mentawai Islands off
the western coast of Sumatra
when his surfboard fin cut his
femoral artery, said his father,
dentist Dr. John Jones. The fem-
oral artery is a large blood vessel
in the thigh that delivers blood to
lower limbs.

“He was a humble artist. His
pictures were incredible,” his fa-
ther said in a phone interview
from his Honolulu office on Mon-
day.

Jones’ Instagram account
shows stunning images of waves
curling around him from above
while he crouches on his board. In
some shots, a sunset or sunrise is
visible through the curved wave
opening in front of him.

Surf photographer Woody
Woodworth, who said Jones took
the best overall surf photo he had
ever seen, said cuts from surf-
board fins are common. Some
surfers like to keep their fins
sharp because they believe doing
so will help them ride waves more
precisely —but a fin can be like an
axe or a cleaver when combined
with a wave’s power, he said.

“All the fins that I see are cer-
tainly sharp enough with the force
of a wave, and pointy enough with
the force of the wave, that slicing
into somebody’s leg would be very
easy,” Woodworth said.

Born in Kailua, Hawaii, Jones
started surfing at about seven or
eight years old and began compet-
ing in the 12-and-under “mene-
hune” age group a few years later.
He won two national champion-
ships as an amateur.

Later, he took on sponsors and
traveled to surf spots in Tahiti, Fi-
ji, South Africa and the Galapagos
Islands. Photographers shotimag-
es of him and other surfers on the
waves which appeared in photo
spreads in surf magazines. Manu-
facturers of surf clothing and gear
featured them in their advertise-
ments.

Northwestern retains
Fitzgerald’s assistants

EVANSTON, Ill. — Northwest-
ern has decided to retain its assis-
tant coaches and support staff for
the 2023 season after it fired head
coach Pat Fitzgerald amid a hazi-
ng scandal.

Athletic director Derrick Gragg
informed the coaches and staff of
the decision during a meeting on
Tuesday. There was no announce-
ment by the school when it comes
to the leadership of the program
after Fitzgerald’s dismissal.

The first game of the season is
Sept. 3 at Rutgers.

Fitzgerald, 48, was fired on
Monday by Northwestern Presi-
dent Michael Schill, who wrote in
an open letter to the university
community that an investigation
by an outside law firm detailed
hazing that “was widespread and
clearly not a secret within the pro-
gram.”

“The culture in Northwestern
Football, while incredible in some
ways, was broken in others,”
Schill wrote.

Fitzgerald was an All-American
linebacker on the 1995 Northwest-
ern team that won the Big Ten and
played in the Rose Bowl after
years of losing.

He went 110-101 in 17 seasons as
the head coach at his alma mater.
He led the Wildcats to Big Ten
West championships in 2018 and
2020, plus five bowl victories. But
they went 4-20 over his last two
seasons.
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GOLF/WIMBLEDON

Saudi investment in PGA Tour will top $1B

By BEN NuckoLs
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Saudi Ara-
bia’s sovereign wealth fund has
agreed to invest more than $1 bil-
lion in a new commercial entity
controlled by the PGA Tour, and
Greg Norman will be ousted as the
CEO of LIV Golf if the business
deal between the Saudis and the
tour is finalized, a tour executive
told Congress on Tuesday.

The agreement between the
Saudi Public Investment Fund, the
primary funder of LIV Golf, and
the PGA Tour shocked the golf
world when it was announced last
month and led to probes by the
Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations, which summoned
tour officials to the Capitol to testi-
fy under oath, and the Justice De-
partment, which is looking into po-
tential antitrust violations.

Among the subcommittee’s
findings were that representatives
of the tour and the Saudis dis-
cussed giving Tiger Woods and
Rory Mcllroy their own LIV Golf
teams, a proposal that apparently
never reached either player.
There was no indication during
Tuesday’s hearing that Congress
would block the tour from going in-
to business with the Saudis.

The subcommittee chairman,
Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-
Conn., said he was troubled by the
geopolitical implications of Saudi
investment in American sports
and efforts by Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman, the Saudi
leader, to whitewash the Kking-

PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP

PGA Tour COO Ron Price, left, and PGA Tour board member Jimmy Dunne are sworn in before testifying
before a U.S. Senate hearing on the proposed PGA-LIV Golf merger Tuesday on Capitol Hill in Washington.

dom’s human rights abuses. Repu-
blicans on the committee, howev-
er, were more sympathetic to the
PGA Tour and the existential
threat it faced from the PIF, which
controls $600 billion in assets —
roughly S00 times what the tour is
worth.

“We’re here because we’re con-
cerned about what it means for an
authoritarian government to use
its wealth to capture an American
institution,” Blumenthal said.

The PGA Tour and the Saudis
announced on June 6 that they

agreed to drop all lawsuits against
each other and combine their com-
mercial interests into a new for-
profit company while maintaining
the tour’s nonprofit status. Asked
by Blumenthal how much money
the Saudis have committed to the
new venture, Ron Price, the PGA
Tour’s chief operating officer, tes-
tified the amount was “north of $1
billion.”

Blumenthal repeatedly pressed
Price and Jimmy Dunne, a PGA
Tour board member and a key ne-
gotiator of the Saudi deal, on why

the tour did not seek alternative
sources of funding to compete with
the PIF. Price and Dunne said go-
ing into business with outside in-
vestors would not prevent LIV
Golf and the PIF from continuing
tocompete with the tourand useits
vast resources to sign top players.
“My entire concernhereistoput
this divisive period behind us, and
for the sake of players, fans, spon-
sors and charities, unite the game
of golf again,” said Dunne, a New
York investment banker who is
well connected with the sport’s

leaders.

Critics of the Saudi investment
in golf have pointed to the King-
dom’s poor human rights record
and the Killing of journalist Jamal
Khashoggi, which U.S. intelli-
gence concluded was likely ap-
proved by the crown prince, an al-
legation he has denied. The PIF
hasboughtits way into other sports
including soccer — it owns New-
castle United of the English Pre-
mier League — and Formula One
racing.

“There is something that stinks
about this path that you’re on right
now because it is a surrender, and
itis all about the money, and that is
the reason for the backlash that
you’re seeing, Mr. Price,” Blu-
menthal said. “The equity owner-
ship interest that the Saudis will
have ... gives them financial dom-
inance. They control the purse
strings.”

But Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., a
harsh critic of the Saudi regime,
said Congress should not interfere
with a private enterprise doing
business with the Saudis. He pro-
posed instead that the United
States reduce arms sales to Saudi
Arabia. And the committee’s rank-
ing member, Sen. Ron Johnson, R-
Wis., suggested that Saudiinvolve-
mentinsportscould ultimatelyim-
prove human rights in the king-
dom.

“If the kingdom’s involvement
in golf and other sports helps it to
modernize or offer rights to wom-
en, wouldn’t that be a good thing?”
Johnson said.

Sabalenka,

By CHR1S LEHOURITES
Associated Press

WIMBLEDON, England —
Aryna Sabalenka reached the
semifinals at Wimbledon for the
second straight time, with a one-
year break in between because
she was banned from the tourna-
ment in 2022.

Sabalenka, a Belarusian who is
seeded second at the All England
Club, had to sit out last year’s com-
petition along with other players
from her country and from Russia
because of the war in Ukraine. She
advanced Wednesday by beating
Madison Keys 6-2, 6-4 on No. 1
Court.

“It really feels amazing to be
back in the semifinals. I can’t wait
to play in my second semifinal at
Wimbledon,” said Sabalenka, who
lost to runner-up Karolina Plisko-
vain 2021. “Hopefully I can do bet-
ter than I did last time.”

Another player who was banned
last year, Daniill Medvedev,
reached the semifinals in the
men’s tournament. The second-
seeded Russian beat American
player Chris Eubanks 6-4,1-6, 4-6,
7-6 (4) 6-1 on the same court.

Medvedev reach semifinals after ban last year

Scoreboard

Wednesday

At All England Lavg Tbennis and Croquet
u

London
Purse: £16,077,000
Surface: Grass
Men’s Singles
Quarterfinals
Daniil Medvedev (3), Russia, def. Chris-
topher Eubanks United States, 6-4, 1-6,
4-6,7-6 (4), 6-1
Women’s Singles
Quarterfinals
Aryna Sabalenka (2), Belarus, def. Madi-
son Keys (25), United States, 6- 2 6-4.
Ons Jabeur (6), Tunisia, def. Elena Ryba
kina (3), Kazakhstan, 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-1.

Sabalenka’s victory improved
her record to17-1 at major tourna-
ments this year. She won the Aus-
tralian Open and reached the
semifinals at the French Open be-
fore her five wins so far on the
grass at Wimbledon.

Sabalenka, the only former ma-
jor champion remaining in the
women’s tournament, also im-
proved her record to 6-0 in Grand
Slam quarterfinal matches, and
she did so despite much of the
cheering going toward Keys on
Wednesday.

“Thank you so much for the at-

mosphere, even though you sup-
ported her more,” Sabalenka said
on court. “I still enjoyed playing in
front of you guys.”

Sabalenka will next face Ons Ja-
beur, a sixth-seeded Tunisian who

ALASTAIR GRANT/AP

Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus returns against Madison Keys of the U.S.
during their women’s singles match Wednesday at Wimbledon in
London. Sabalenka advanced to the semifinals in straight sets.

beat defending champion Elena
Rybakina 6-7 (S), 6-4, 6-1 on Cen-
tre Court in a rematch of last
year’s final.

“I wish we can exchange this
match from finals last year,” said

Jabeur, who lost to Rybakina in
three sets in 2022.

Jabeur won eight of the last nine
games to reach the semifinals at a
major tournament for the third
time. She is 2-0 in the previous
two, also reaching the final at last
year’s U.S. Open.

“I'm going to keep the spirit on
the court and hopefully the crowd
will be with me,” Jabeur said of
the match against Sabalenka.

Jabeur will play Sabalenka in
the second match on Centre Court
on Thursday for a spot in Satur-
day’s final. Elina Svitolina will
face Marketa Vondrousova in the
early match.

Medvedev won the U.S. Open in
2021 and will be playing in the
semifinals of a Grand Slam tour-
nament for the sixth time — and
first time at Wimbledon.

Later Wednesday in the other
men’s quarterfinal match, top-
seeded Carlos Alcaraz was play-
ing Holger Rune on Centre Court.

Queen Camilla was in atten-
dance on Day 10 of the tourna-
ment, about a week after Kate, the
Princess of Wales, sat in the Royal
Box.
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Sue OGrock/AP

Cleveland Guardians starting pitcher Shane Bieber rubs a baseball
after the Atlanta Braves’ Ozzie Albies homered July 4 in Cleveland.

New baseballs could
rid sticky stuff issue

By RoNaLp BLum
Associated Press

SEATTLE — Pristine white
baseballs that would not require
rubbing are under consideration
by Major League Baseball as a
way to solve the issue of pitchers
using sticky substances for better
grip.

“We continue to work with the
people at Dow Chemical on devel-
oping a tacky ball,” Commissioner
Ron Manfred told the Baseball
Writers’ Association of America
on Tuesday. “It would literally
eliminate all — well, not all — but
many of the variables in the cur-
rent process. It would come out of
a sealed foil pouch at the ballpark.
No individual mudding.”

MLB executive vice president
Morgan Sword said the balls were
tested in the first half of this sea-
son in the Double-A Southern
League. The balls would retain
colored stitches.

“Like everything in baseball,
when you inch toward a solution,
you figure out another problem,”
Manfred said. “The baseball, if we
get there with the Dow people,
would be a pearl, right? A pure
white baseball. I think if you take
hitters and pitchers out front here
and ask ‘em what they think of a
pure white baseball, you’re going
to find out that it’s a pretty contro-
versial topic. So not only do we
have the science that we’re contin-
uing to work on but we’re going to
have to get over that sort of policy
issue of: Is a pure white baseball a
good thing?”.

A minimum 13 dozen baseballs
are prepared for each game. Hu-
midors have been used for storage
by all teams since 2022.

“The only issue guys are having
now is that whatever park you go
to, every stadium is different,”

Minnesota All-Star pitcher Sonny
Gray said. “The elements are dif-
ferent everywhere. Like when
you’re pitching in Minnesota
when it’s 30 degrees outside for
the first month of the season, the
balls are going to be hard, cold and
dry, rather than when you’re
pitching in Cincinnati in the mid-
dle of the summer it’s sticky and
humid.”

Tampa Bay pitcher Shane
McClanahan prefers a pre-tacked
ball, such as Nippon Professional
Baseball uses.

“We’ve seen that it’s had suc-
cess in Japan with consistent
balls,” he said. “Once we agree
upon it as players and whatnot,
I’'m excited to see what happens.”

Five pitchers have been sus-
pended for 10 games each since
MLB began its crackdown on
banned grip substances in June
2021 by instituting regular inspec-
tions by umpires.

Seattle’s Hector Santiago and
Arizona’s Caleb Smith served sus-
pensions in 2021 and three were
disciplined this season: the Mets’
Max Scherzer, the Yankees’ Dom-
ingo German on May 17 and the
Mets’ Drew Smith on June 14.

“The suspensions that we have
had would fall into the category of
clear-to-egregious  violations,”
Manfred said. “I understand that
feeling someone’s hand is inhe-
rently subjective. I think this is an
area where umpires, again, with a
difficult topic, have shown great
judgment and discretion. I think
gray areas, players have definitely
been given the benefit of the
doubt.”

Baseballs are currently rubbed
with mud to make them less slick.
MLB standardized rubbing proce-
dures among the 30 teams last
year.

‘Come to Seattle!: Fans
make their pitch to Ohtani

By Tim BooTH
Associated Press

SEATTLE — Shohei Ohtani had an entire stadium
asking him in unison to come to Seattle during free
agency.

“Never experienced anything like that, but I defi-
nitely heard it,” the two-position star said through his
interpreter. “But I was trying to
focus on my at-bat.”

Ohtani was the biggest star of
the All-Star Game on Tuesday
night, even if his appearance was
rather uneventful. Ohtani struck
out and walked in his two at-bats
as the American League’s nine-
game winning streak ended with a
3-2 loss to the National League.

It was what happened while Oh-
tani was in the batters’ box that be-
came notable.

With the Seattle crowd aware of
Ohtani’s pending free agency this
offseason, the stadium broke out
into loud chants of “Come to Seattle! Come to Seat-
tle!”

“Every time I come here the fans are passionate,
they’re really into the game. So it’s very impressive,”
Ohtani said. “I actually spent a couple offseasons in
Seattle. So I like the city. It’s beautiful.”

They were impossible to miss and a little different
than the loud pop he received during pregame intro-
ductions that was only topped by Seattle’s three rep-

“Every time |

come here the fans
are passionate,
they're really into
the game. So it’s
very impressive.”

Angels pitcher/designated hitter

resentatives in the game.

“I did talk to him a little bit but nothing specific
about him coming to Seattle, just asked him a couple
questions,” Seattle star Julio Rodriguez said. “But
that was cool. That was a pretty interesting thing to
see how the whole city came (together).”

Ohtani’s free agency this offseason was the buzz of
the All-Star Game, with some pon-
dering whether a deal in the $600
million range could be possible for
the two-way star.

“I'think alot of people are lobby-
ing for Shohei, to tell you the truth.
And that was a sign of affection
and that they wanted him,” AL
manager Dusty Baker said.

His future could become a topic
sooner than later if the Angels
continue to fade with Mike Trout
sidelined by injury. The Angels
entered the All-Star break losers
of five straight and nine of 10 to
drop below .500. The Angels said
they have no intention of dealing Ohtani prior to the
trade deadline, but that could change over the next
few weeks.

“I'm not really going to change anything person-
ally, just keep it the same,” Ohtani said. “I know we
have a lot of injuries right now and we’re in a tough
spot, but we need to hang in there because we got
guys coming back soon. So try to hang in there and get
as many wins until all the guys come back.”

Shohei Ohtani

Linpsey WAssoN/AP

The American League’s Shohei Ohtani, of the Los Angeles Angels, acknowledges the crowd after receiving
the trophy for leading vote-getter during the All-Star Game in Seattle on Tuesday.
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Diaz earns unlikely MVP award

First-time All-Star ¢
at age 32 enjoys
surreal moment

By RoNALD BLum
Associated Press

SEATTLE — Elias Diaz may be
the most unlikely All-Star MVP.

Just 3% years after Pittsburgh
failed to offer a contract and al-
lowed him to become a free agent,
Diaz hit a go-ahead, two-run hom-
er off Félix Bautista in the eighth
inning to lift the National League
over the American 3-2 on Tuesday
night.

A first-time All-Star at age 32,
the Colorado catcher put his name
on an award won by Willie Mays,
Joe Morgan, Frank and Brooks
Robinson, both Ken Griffeys and
Mike Trout.

“Ihonestly can’t believe that my
name is going to be next to some of
those names,” Diaz said through a
translator, clutching the crystal
bat awarded the MVP. “Never in
my wildest dreams did I imagine
that I would be in this position.”

After five years with the Pi-
rates, Diaz found out from his
agent in December 2019 he had

7

LiNnDsey WAssoN/AP

The National League’s Elias Diaz, of the Colorado Rockies, holds up the crystal bat presented to the MVP W L Pct GB

after Tuesday’s All-Star Game in Seattle. Diaz hit a pinch-hit home run in the in the eighth inning.

)

American League
East Division
w L Pct GB
]

Tampa Bay 58 35 .624 _
Baltimore 54 35 .607 2
Toronto 50 41 .549 7
New York 49 42 538 8
Boston 48 43 527 9

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Cleveland 45 45 .500 _
Minnesota 45 46 .495 123
Detroit 39 50 .438 5%
Chicago 38 54 413 8
Kansas City 26 65 .286 19%

West Division
w L Pct GB

Texas 52 39 .571 _
Houston 50 41 .549 2
Seattle 45 44 506 6
Los Angeles 45 46 .495 7
Oakland 25 67 272 27%

National League
East Division
W L Pct GB

Atlanta 60 29 .674 _
Miami 53 39 576 8%
Philadelphia 48 41 .539 12
New York 42 48 467 182
Washington 36 54 .400 24Y%

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Cincinnati 50 41 .549 _
Milwaukee 49 42 538 1
Chicago 42 47 472 7
A Pittsburgh 41 49 456 82
St. Louis 38 52 422 11%

West Division

been non-tendered.

“When they let me go, I didn’t
allow myself to feel defeated,”
Diaz said. “I maintained my confi-
dence and stayed positive.”

He got a minor league deal with
the Rockies a month later, made
the big league roster at the start of
the pandemic-delayed 2020 sea-
son and earned a $1.2 million big
league contract for 2021. He hit

earned his first All-Star trip by
batting .277 with nine homers and
45 RBIs heading into this year’s
break.

“He’s really improved in every
phase of his game,” said NL man-
ager Rob Thomson of the Phila-
delphia Phillies.

Thomson had called Rockies
manager Bud Black to learn about
Diaz.

He’s just happy to be there.

With the AL leading 2-1, Nick
Castellanos worked a nine-pitch
walk against Bautista leading off
the eighth. Diaz batted for Jorge
Soler and with a 2-2 count drove a
splitter 360 feet, where it landed
under the manual scoreboard be-
hind the left-field wall. The 20th
pinch-hit homer in All-Star histo-
ry was a no-doubter. Diaz took

Diaz jumped as he approached
the dugout and exchanged slaps
with teammates. Geraldo Perdo-
mo doused him with water. A
short while later, he became the
first Venezuelan to earn All-Star
MVP since Dave Concepcién in
1972. Diaz’s jersey is going to the
Hall of Fame.

“Maybe the third or fourth in-
ning, Orlando Arcia, he was telling

Los Angeles 51 38 .573 _
Arizona 52 39 571 _
San Francisco 49 41 544 2%
San Diego 43 47 478 8%
Colorado 34 57 .374 18

Tuesday’s games

All-Star Game: NL 3, AL 2
Wednesday’s games

No games scheduled

Thursday’s games

No games scheduled

Friday’s games

San Diego at Philadelphia
Miami at Baltimore

San Francisco at Pittsburgh

Arizona at Toronto

.246 with 18 homers and 44 RBIs,
and Colorado rewarded him with
a $14.5 million, three-year agree-
ment.

Diaz batted .228 with nine hom-
ers and S1 RBIs last year, then

“He said, ‘This is one of the fin-
est people you’ll ever meet. He’s a
complete team player,”” Thomson
related. ““Do anything you want. If
he doesn’t play, that’s fine. If he
does play, that would be great.

three small steps and watched be-
fore starting his trot.

“A splitter that stayed up in the
zone,” said Bautista, who had giv-
en up one homer in 56 at-bats this
season ending with that pitch.

this.”

me that ‘Hey, you’re going to go up
to bat you’re going to hit a home
run, and you’re going to win the
MVP,” Diaz recalled. “I didn’t
think it was going to turn into all

L.A. Dodgers at N.Y. Mets
Milwaukee at Cincinnati
Chicago White Sox at Atlanta
Cleveland at Texas
Boston at Chicago Cubs
Tampa Bay at Kansas City
Washington at St. Louis
N.Y. Yankees at Colorado
Houston at L.A. Angels
Minnesota at Oakland
Detroit at Seattle

Late: For most of evening, All-Star Game was pitchers’ duel

FROM PAGE 24

“I threw way more pitches than I wanted
to on an off day,” Kimbrel joked.

Wander Franco led off with a fly ball to
the warning track, and Kimbrel issued two-
out walks to Kyle Tucker and Seattle star
Julio Rodriguez.

The 22-year-old Rodriguez was in posi-
tion to close it out in front of his home
crowd.

“I was definitely trying to win it. But it
was a situation where I had to pass the ba-
ton,” he said.

Kimbrel recovered to strike out José Ra-
mirez to end it. Kimbrel also pitched in the
previous NL win, recording two outs in
2012.

“The ninth inning in the dugout was just a
lot of fun to experience,” said San Diego’s
Josh Hader, who pitched the eighth for the
NL.

Yandy Diaz hit a solo homer in the second

and Bo Bichette’s sacrifice fly in the sixth
gave the AL a 2-1 lead.

J.D. Martinez doubled and scored on Luis
Arraez’s single in the fourth against Seat-
tle’s George Kirby, tying it at 1. Lourdes
Gurriel Jr. appeared to tie the game again in
the seventh when his shot down the left-
field line was originally ruled a homer but
was overturned as a foul ball on replay.

The All-Star Game returned to Seattle for
the first time since 2001 when the Mariners
were in the middle of their magical 116-win
regular season, Cal Ripken Jr. said goodbye
to the All-Star stage and Tommy Lasorda
took a tumble.

Gerrit Cole became the first New York
Yankees pitcher to start the All-Star Game
since Roger Clemens in that 2001 game. He
needed a pair of spectacular leaping catch-
es from Adolis Garcia and Randy Arozare-
na near the wall to escape the first inning
unscathed.

Pitching was the story of the night. Only
nine balls were hit over 100 mph. There
were 20 combined strikeouts, including Ca-
milo Doval silencing the home crowd with a
strikeout of Rodriguez in the seventh inning
when four of the five pitches topped 100
mph.

Six pack

The Rangers made All-Star history when
Nathan Eovaldi took the mound in the sec-
ond. That marked the third time in an All-
Star Game when there were six players
from the same team on the field at the same
time. It also occurred with the 1939 Yankees
and 1951 Dodgers.

The Baseball Hall of Fame said a ball
signed by all six players in the game would
be headed to Cooperstown.

“That’s got to be one of the cooler mo-
ments in sports when you’ve got half the
team on the field is your team, especially

under these circumstances,” catcher Jonah
Heim said. “It’s really special and I was
glad I got to share it with these guys today.”

Skipped over

The Tampa Bay duo of Shane McClana-
han and Wander Franco were inadvertently
skipped over during pregame introduc-
tions. The pair jogged in on their own and
left it to the Rays’ social media staff to give
them a proper announcement.

Up next

The post-All-Star break portion of the
schedule starts Friday with every team in
the league in action. San Diego at Philadel-
phia is the first game scheduled for Friday.
The second half begins with Atlanta having
the best record in baseball at 60-29 and an
8'2-game lead in the NL East. Tampa Bay
has the best record in the American League
at 58-35, two games better than Baltimore.



Thursday, July 13, 2023

e STARS AND STRIPES °

SRR IRE ]

Pace 23

WOMEN’'S WORLD CUP

AsHLEY LanDIs/AP

Trinity Rodman speaks with reporters during Women’s World Cup media day for the United States
Women’s National Team in Carson, Calif., on June 27. Rodman is making her World Cup debut this year.

Rodman could be poised
for breakout in US debut

By NoaH TRISTER
Associated Press

rinity Rodman collected

the ball just outside the

penalty area and needed

just one more touch to
send it into the lower left corner of
the net.

About a month shy of her 20th
birthday, she’d scored her first
goal for the U.S. women’s national
team.

That was April 2022, in a blo-
wout victory over Uzbekistan.
Now, a far greater stage awaits at
the Women’s World Cup begin-
ning this month. On a U.S. team
that will soon have to embrace a
new generation of standouts, Rod-
man belongs on any list of possible
breakout stars in Australia and
New Zealand.

But with those expectations
comes a new kind of pressure.
She’s dealt with that in various
forms throughout her short ca-
reer, and now she’s ready for this
next challenge.

“I’m so honored, proud and just
excited for this opportunity,” she
said. “At this age, there’s so much
time to accomplish things, but to
experienceitthis early hasbeen so
amazing, and I'm just so excited.”

The daughter of basketball Hall
of Famer Dennis Rodman, Trinity
has become a force for the Wash-
ington Spirit of the NWSL. Her
confidence and deft footwork
make her a highlight waiting to
happen, and it feels like only amat-
ter of time before Rodman follows
in the footsteps of great American
attacking players like Abby Wam-

bach, Carli Lloyd and Alex Mor-
gan.

The question is whether she’s
ready for that kind of responsibil-
ity now, at age 21. On a team that
may need her to play a major role,
no less.

“Ever since she came in the
league, we could see the energy
and the creativity and the intensity
that she brings,” said Vlatko Ando-
novski, the coach of the national
team. “I feel like every time when
she gets the ball, it’s almost like
there is a little expectation of,
something will happen, something
will transpire off of it.”

Bornin 2002 —three years after
MiaHammled the United States to
a World Cup title at home — Rod-
man was 13 when the Americans
next won. Lloyd had a hat trick in
the final that year. One goal in par-
ticular stood out.

“The final against Japan, when
she scored from half-field,” Rod-
man said. “Obviously, that was one
of the biggest moments in soccer,
but obviously that will always be in
my head. I mean, that was just in-
human.”

You can imagine Rodman pull-
ing off something similar, given
her fearlessness on the field, and
her talent has been obvious from
the moment she entered the NWSL
as the No. 2 pick in the 2021 draft.
She scored in her pro debut that
April and went on to win Rookie of
the Year honors — and the Spirit
won achampionship.In2022, Rod-
man signed a contract making her
the league’s highest-paid player.

After accomplishing all that

while still a teenager — and with a
famous last name to boot —it’s fair
to say she’s no stranger to a certain
level of hype.

“I think for me, trying to block
the outside noise has been diffi-
cult, but also doable,” she said.
“Obviously, coming off of the roo-
kieyearthatIhad,itwasmorethan
Ieverexpectedittobe, but that ob-
viously opened up the doors for a
lot of attention and a lot of expecta-
tions moving into the second sea-
son and so on.”

Mark Parsons, Rodman’s coach
with the Spirit, hastried tokeep the
pressure from becoming too bur-
densome.

“Trin has had a lot of expecta-
tion. I also disagree with that,and I
think that’s unfair,” Parsons said.
“I think that this is a 21-year-old
that things are coming thick and
fast. She’s taken everything in her
stride. I think she’s doing a won-
derful job at trying to stay focused
onwhatismostimportant, whichis
being a good person, being a good
teammate and developing as a soc-
cer player.”

As quickly as she’s become a
household name in the sport, Rod-
man has admitted to some trepida-
tion about the upcoming World
Cup—regarding whether she’d be
picked and how she’d perform.

“I think both,” Rodman said. “I
think obviously, there’s the initial,
‘Am I going to get that call?”’ But al-
sojust, like, if I do get that call, I've
never experienced anything even
close to that, so I think the fear of
the unknown is definitely in my
head.”

Tournament shows
inequity within game

By ANNE M. PETERSON
Associated Press

As the Women’s World Cup ap-
proached, Jamaican players start-
ed to panic.

They were uncertain about
training camps, accommodations
and even pay heading into what
for many would be the biggest
tournament of their careers.

So they took to social media.

A number of the Reggae Girlz,
as they are affectionately known,
went public with their concerns,
pleading with the Jamaican Foot-
ball Federation to address “sub-
par” conditions.

The mother of one player took it
a step further: She started a Go-
FundMe page to raise money to
make sure the team and the sup-
port staff are provided what they
need to be successful — such as
adequate hotels and compensa-
tion.

“These girls deserve better.
They have proven themselves on
aninternational platform that they
belong. And they need support,
whether it’s from parents, friends
or fans, to let them know that we
see what they’ve accomplished,
and we’re proud of them,” said or-
ganizer Sandra Phillips-Brower,
the mother of midfielder Havana
Solaun.

The World Cup always draws
attention to the inequities between
men’s and women’s soccer. But it
also highlights the inequity within
the women’s game itself.

Teams like the United States
and England, with greater support
from their federations, enjoy the
best that money can buy: Things
like sports psychologists, massage
therapists and team chefs.

Other teams, like Jamaica and
South Africa, are uncertain they’ll
even get paid. So they’re using so-
cial media and collective action to
draw attention to their plight.

“All the teams are using their
voices a lot more. We know these
things because players are talking

aboutit,” U.S. forward Megan Ra-
pinoe said. “Even when they’re
subjected to the discrimination
and unequal treatment, they’re
still speaking out. They’re still us-
ing their voice. That’s really im-
portant.”

The Reggae Girlz felt com-
pelled to speak out at a time when
their attention should be solely fo-
cused on competing in the World
Cup.

“On multiple occasions, we
have sat down with the federation
to respectfully express concerns
resulting from subpar planning,
transportation, accommodations,
training conditions, compensation
communication, nutrition and ac-
cessibility to proper resources,”
players said in a post on social
media. “We have also showed up
repeatedly without receiving con-
tractually agreed upon compensa-
tion. We were told that all out re-
quests and concerns would be re-
solved in a timely manner.”

The GoFundMe site has raised
more than $45,000, and Phillips-
Brower was figuring out how to
distribute the funds to best serve
the players and staff. The Jamai-
can Football Federation did not re-
spond to emails seeking comment.

Jamaica hasn’t gone as far as
South Africa’s women, who boy-
cotted a preparation match
against Botswana near Johannes-
burg. Thulaganyo Gaoshubelwe,
the president of the South African
Football Players Union, said the
incident was partly caused by
poor pay for the players.

“They are fighting for their
rights,” Gaoshubelwe said in a
video posted on his union’s Twit-
ter account. “SAFA doesn’t want
to include money in their con-
tracts. We must fight for the rights
of these players.”

A foundation set up by African
soccer president and billionaire
businessman Patrice Motsepe re-
sponded by creating a fund to be
shared by the players.

FERNANDO LLANO/AP

Costa Rica’s Raquel Rodriguez, center, is congratulated by teammates
after scoring a goal against Panama during a CONCACAF Women’s
Championship match in Monterrey, Mexico, on July 5, 2022.
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Poised to break out

Rodman another young player ready
to star for US » women’s World Cup, Page 23

MLB ALL-STAR GAME

Tep S. WARREN/AP

The National League’s Elias Diaz, of the Colorado Rockies, celebrates his two-run home run with Ozzie Albies, of the Atlanta Braves, during the eighth inning Tuesday in Seattle.

NL slips past AL late

Diaz’s homer helps National League snap nine-game skid

By Tim BooTH
Associated Press

SEATTLE — Shining brightly in the Em-
erald City, the National League snapped a
losing streak that lasted more than a dec-
ade.

An unheralded catcher from Colorado
delivered the big blow.

Elias Diaz hit a two-run homer off Félix
Bautista in the eighth inning, and the NL
snapped a nine-game losing streak in the
All-Star Game with a 3-2 win over the
American League on Tuesday night.

The NL won for the first time since an 8-0
victory in 2012 in Kansas City, and Diaz be-
came the first Rockies player to win the All-
Star MVP award.

INSIDE
New baseballs may get

rid of sticky substances
Page 21

“It feels incredible. When we all got here,
we all talked about how we were going to
bring home the win,” said Diaz, who was
non-tendered by the Pirates at the end of
2019. “I just didn’t realize it was going to be
me to bring home the win.”

Diaz drove a 2-2 pitch from Baltimore’s
hard-throwing closer deep to left to put the
NL in front. Diaz was the lone representa-
tive for Colorado in his first All-Star Game.

“It does matter. We wanted to win, the
American League we wanted to win,” Bau-
tista said through an interpreter. “But over-
all I think that it’s an experience I’ll never
forget and just wish that would have been a
little bit different.”

Diaz has nine homers this season, but
hadn’t hit a long ball since June 23 against
the Los Angeles Angels.

For most of the night, the All-Star Game
was a pitchers’ duel highlighted by a couple
of big hits and some excellent defense.

It got nervous for the NL with Philadel-
phia closer Craig Kimbrel on the mound in
the ninth.

SEE LATE ON PAGE 22

LinDsey WAssoN/AP

American League pitcher Félix Bautista,
of the Baltimore Orioles, looks up as he
walks off the mound after being pulled.
Bautista gave up Diaz’s homer.

Sabalenka, Medvedev move to semifinals . v v IVIBMIRLIIAL]



