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2 US Navy
destroyers
repel attacks
from Houthis

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Two Navy
destroyers near the Red Sea fend-
ed off more than a dozen drones
and missiles launched at the ships
Monday by Iran-backed Houthi
rebels in Yemen, Pentagon offi-
cials said.

The USS Stockdale and USS
Spruance were attacked by at
least eight drones and eight mis-
siles while transiting the Bab el
Mandeb Strait, a narrow water-
way between the Red Sea and the
Gulf of Aden. The strait is between
Yemen and the horn of Africa and
ships move roughly $1 trillion in
goods through it in a year.

The one-way attack drones and
anti-ship cruise and ballistic mis-
siles were “successfully re-
pelled,” Air Force Maj. Gen. Pat
Ryder, the top Pentagon spokes-
man, said Tuesday.

No service members were in-
jured and neither destroyer was
damaged, he said.

“[U.S. Central Command] forc-
es retain the inherent right of self-
defense, and as I highlighted ear-
lier, will take appropriate steps to
protect our personnel,” Ryder
said.

Earlier Tuesday, Houthi mili-
tants claimed on social media to
have attacked both destroyers, as
well as the aircraft carrier USS
Abraham Lincoln. The Pentagon
denies the Lincoln was attacked.

“Based on the information I
have, it was not attacked — con-
trary to some of the allegations,
should I say, by the Houthis,”
Ryder said.

The attacks were carried out
about two days after the U.S.

SEE ATTACKS ON PAGE 4

ANDREW HARNIK/AP

President Donald Trump appears with “Fox & Friends” co-host Pete Hegseth at a Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride event in the East
Room of the White House in Washington in April 2017.

Trump’s pick to target ‘woke’ DOD

Nomination of Fox News host Pete Hegseth portends shakeup at the Pentagon

By Missy Ryan, Dan
LamMoTHE, JoHN HUuDsoN
AND ALEX HoRTON
The Washington Post

President-elect Donald
Trump’s selection of Fox News
host Pete Hegseth as his nominee
for defense secretary would place
atop the Pentagon a combat veter-
an and political ally who has as-
sailed the military as ineffective
and “woke,” mused about firing
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, and blasted the top brass as
having failed to safeguard Amer-

ican strength.

Hegseth’s nomination suggests
a coming battle over social and
personnel issues within the armed
forces, historically one of the na-
tion’s most diverse institutions.
He has been among Trump’s most
high-profile supporters to cham-
pion the cause of rolling back ini-
tiatives designed to promote di-
versity.

Throughout his campaign,
Trump made a distinction be-
tween fighting generals and
“woke” generals, vowing to fire

RELATED
Trump returns to
DC, promises a

smooth transition
Page 8

the latter. Asked in a podcast in-
terview with the “Shawn Ryan
Show” published last week what
he would do, Hegseth set a tone
that looks ominous for senior Pen-
tagon officials.

“First of all, you've got to fire the
chairman of the Joint Chiefs,”
Hegseth said, referring to Gen.
Charles Q. Brown Jr. “Any gener-
al, any admiral, whatever,” who
was involved in diversity, equity
and inclusion programs or “woke
s—" has “got to go,” Hegseth said.

His nomination represents a
major victory for Donald Trump
Jr., who has lobbied for the inclu-
sion of more unorthodox candi-
dates, such as Vice President-

SEE PENTAGON ON PAGE 4
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Kraft Heinz cuts school Lunchables due to low demand

Associated Press

Food and beverage manufac-
turer Kraft Heinz said Tuesday
thatit no longeris serving the Lun-
chables meals it created for U.S.
schools.

The company introduced the
two packaged meals — one star-
ring pizza and the other a turkey,
cheddar cheese and cracker plate
— at the beginning of the 2023-24
academic year.

At the time, Kraft Heinz said the
offerings were protein-enriched
and contained reduced levels of

saturated fat and sodium to meet
the requirements of the national
free and reduced-price school
lunch program.

Nutritionists and advocacy
groups were not thrilled by the
launch. The Center for Science in
the Public Interest called having
Lunchables in cafeterias “a highly
questionable move for school nu-
trition” that might confuse fam-
ilies into thinking the versions sold
at supermarkets were a healthy
option.

The drumbeat quickened in
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Discord leaker Teixeira sentenced to 15 years

By STEPHANIE MORALES
AND DAN LAMOTHE
The Washington Post

BOSTON — Jack Teixeira, the Massa-
chusetts Air National Guard member re-
sponsible for a sprawling leak of classified
information, was sentenced Tuesday to 15
years in prison in a case that shook the U.S.
national security community and exposed
the ease with which government secrets
can spread online.

Teixeira arrived in U.S. District Court
here with a buzz cut and wearing an orange
jumpsuit, appearing before Judge Indira
Talwani after pleading guilty in March to
six federal charges, in-
cluding the willful reten-
tion and transmission of
national defense informa-
tion that the U.S. govern-
ment classified as top se-
cret. Teixeira, who turns
23 next month, had asked
for a prison sentence of 11
years; prosecutors sought
a sentence of nearly 17.

Teixeira addressed the court briefly, apo-
logizing in a voice that was at times shaky.

“I wanted to say that I'm sorry for all of
the harm that I've caused and wrought, to
my friends, family and those overseas. I
don’t think I can really sum up how contrite
Iam,” Teixeira said. “I understand all of my
responsibility and the consequences fall
upon my shoulders.”

“I accept whatever that may bring. I'm at
your mercy, Your Honor,” Teixeira con-
cluded.

As part of the sentence, Talwani said that,
upon his release from prison, Teixeira
would be prohibited from holding a job that
would afford him access to sensitive infor-
mation. The judge said, too, that she would
recommend he be allowed to serve his sen-
tence near his family’s home in the south-
eastern Massachusetts town of Dighton.

“I wish you good luck as you move for-
ward,” she told him. Teixeira thanked her
and, as he was led from the courtroom,

Teixeira

b

briefly turned to his parents and said “See
you later.”

Teixeira was an information technology
specialist at Joint Base Cape Cod in Massa-
chusetts when he smuggled out images of
hundreds of classified documents and post-
ed them on Discord, a chat platform popu-
lar with video gamers. Those materials re-
vealed government assessments of the war
in Ukraine, plotting by terrorist groups and
espionage efforts by China against the Unit-
ed States and its allies, endangering Amer-
ican personnel overseas, prosecutors em-
phasized, while rattling Washington’s rela-
tionships with several foreign capitals.

Participants in the Discord group de-
scribed Teixeira as a charismatic gun en-
thusiast who initially posted detailed infor-
mation about current events before sharing
the classified documents themselves. From
Discord, some of the materials made their
way onto more mainstream social media
platforms, prompting a criminal investiga-
tion in April 2023 and a separate Air Force

e

MARGAREI' SmaLL/AP
This artist depiction shows Massachusetts Air National Guardsman Jack Teixeira, right,
appearing in U.S. District Court in Boston, in April 2023.

review to determine how such a stunning
lapse in security could have occurred. Teix-
eirahasbeen in custody since his arrest that
month.

Teixeira enlisted in September 2019 and
received his security clearance in 2021.
Within months, in January 2022, he began
divulging government secrets online, au-
thorities said. Shortly before his arrest in
April 2023, they said, he attempted to cover
up his actions, destroying electronic de-
vices, deleting online accounts, and telling
online friends to do the same.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Jared Dolan on
Tuesday likened Teixeira to Edward Snow-
den, Chelsea Manning and others who have
leaked government secrets. Teixeira, Dolan
said, “became a threat and the damage he
caused is historic,” aiding adversaries and
harming relationships with U.S. allies.

“Jack Teixeira will be a cautionary tale
for the men and women of the United States
military and clearance holders in the gov-
ernment,” Dolan said. “The sentence im-

posed must adequately tell those individu-
als they should not even think about doing
what he did.”

The acting U.S. attorney for the District
of Massachusetts, Joshua Levy, said during
anews conference after the sentencing that
Teixeira “paid a very heavy price for the
laws he broke.”

“He put himself above his country,” Levy
said. “Today, justice was served for those
who serve our country and who put their
lives on the line.”

Attorney General Merrick Garland said
in a statement Tuesday evening that
Teixeira’s “profound breach of trust” en-
dangered security for the United States and
its allies. “This sentence demonstrates the
seriousness of the obligation to protect our
country’s secrets and the safety of the
American people,” Garland said.

Teixeira’s attorney, Michael Bachrach,
sought to downplay his client’s actions, tell-
ing the court Tuesday that Teixeira did not
intend to distribute information to foreign
adversaries and instead wanted to share in-
formation with friends online. The airman,
he said, was obsessed with telling the truth
and did not care about whom he put at risk.

The judge appeared to reject that argu-
ment, saying Bachrach had convinced her
of “the defendant’s obsessive need to talk,
not of his obsessive truth-telling.”

Military officials disciplined at least 1S
people after finding that a “lack of supervi-
sion” and a “culture of complacency” had
permitted Teixeira to sneak photographs of
classified information out of his workplace
despite colleagues having raised concerns
after he was observed looking up govern-
ment secrets to which his military job did
not require access.

Teixeira’s civilian lawyers, along with
Teixeira’s family, had appealed to the judge
for leniency, revealing in documents filed
in federal court in October that the airman
was autistic and alleging he was the target
of bullying while in high school and within
his military unit, the 102nd Intelligence
Wing.

Japanese carrier completes F 208 trials off Southern Calif.

By ALExX WILSON
AND Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

A Japanese warship recently
concluded F-35B Lightning II
trials off Southern California, part
of Japan’s pursuit of fifth-genera-
tion fighter capabilities at sea.

The Japan Maritime Self-De-
fense Force on Tuesday released
video footage of an F-35B landing
aboard the JS Kaga, an 814-foot-
long flattop vessel designed for
helicopters and recently modified
to accommodate the advanced
stealth fighters.

The ability to deploy F-35Bs at
sea will strengthen the U.S.-Japan
alliance and “contribute to peace
and stability in the Indo-Pacific
region,” the Maritime Self-De-
fense Force said in the video’s cap-
tion posted to social platform X.

The Kaga on Nov. 6 successfully
completed trials that included
more than 100 short takeoffs and

DARIN RusseLL/U.S. Navy

Vice Adm. John Wade, commander of U.S. 3rd Fleet, and Vice Adm.
Yoshihiro Goka, commander of Japan’s Escort Fleet, speak to
reporters aboard the JS Kaga off Southern California, on Nov. 6.

cluded travel time to and from
California, he added.

“By conducting take-offs and
landings by F-35Bs, we were able

vertical landings, a Maritime Self-

Defense Force said Wednesday.
The Kaga trials were scheduled

from Oct. S to Nov. 18, which in-

to gather fundamental data,” the
spokesman said.

Some Japanese government
spokespeople may speak to the
media only on condition of ano-
nymity.

Testing was led by the U.S. Na-
vy’s Air Test and Evaluation
Squadron 23, Naval Air System
Command’s largest flight-test
squadron, a Maritime Self-De-
fense Force spokesman said last
month.

Vice Adm. John Wade, com-
mander of U.S. 3rd Fleet, and Vice
Adm. Yoshihiro Goka, command-
er of Japan’s Escort Fleet, held a
press conference when the trials
ended and voiced their commit-
ment to deepening ties and work-
ing together, according to the X
post.

Japan completed a variety of
upgrades to the Kaga on March 29
to accommodate F-35Bs, a variant
of the Lightning II capable of short

takeoffs and vertical landings.

The flight deck was strength-
ened to withstand the fighter en-
gine’s heat during operations,
lights were installed for nighttime
operations and the bow was mod-
ified to reduce turbulence and ex-
tend the flight deck.

The modified vessel started for
California in October to begin the
trials, which included sorties and
tests to see if the ship has adequate
maintenance space or whether
jets could be secured and maneu-
vered through the Kaga’s hangar
bay.

Kaga’s sister ship, the JS Izumo,
underwent similar retrofits in
2021, but both ships still require
another round of modifications.

The final phase of modifications
for the Izumo began Nov. 1; the
Kaga’s will begin after the Izumo
is complete, according to the Mar-
itime Self-Defense Force spokes-
man.
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US hits militants
linked to Tehran

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

For the second time this week,
U.S. forces in the Middle East
retaliated against Iran-backed
militants for attacks on Amer-
ican military personnel and facil-
ities in Syria.

U.S. Central Command forces
conducted strikes Tuesday tar-
geting an unidentified militia
group’s weapons storage and lo-
gistics headquarters facility, the
command said in a statement.

The strikes were in response
to a rocket attack against U.S.
and coalition forces at Patrol
Base Shaddadi in northeastern
Syria, CENTCOM said. There
were no injuries to U.S. or part-
ner forces, and no American fa-
cilities were damaged.

“These strikes will degrade
the Iranian-backed groups’ abil-
ity to plan and launch future at-
tacks,” CENTCOM said.

A U.S.-led coalition in Iraq and
Syria is working to prevent a re-
surgence of the Islamic State
group. There are about 900 U.S.
military personnel operating in
Syria, where they support local
Kurdish forces.

It was unclear what group was
targeted or where the U.S.
strikes occurred. CENTCOM al-
so didn’t say when the rocket
attack at Shaddadi happened.

Last month, the command said
U.S. and coalition forces at Shad-
dadi had been attacked 22 times
since October 2023.

The last confirmed rocket at-
tack there was on Oct. 25, ac-
cording to an online tracker by
the Washington Institute for
Near East Policy, a Washington,
D.C.-based think tank. The track-
er also listed an unconfirmed at-
tack at Shaddadi on Tuesday.

Militant strikes against U.S.
and coalition forces in Syria

ZAcHARY WiLLis/U.S. Air Force

An Air Force F-15E Strike Eagle receives fuel over the U.S. Central
Command area of responsibility Wednesday.

have escalated since July follow-
ing a lull of about five months,
and the base at Shaddadi has
been a frequent target, the track-
er shows.

On Monday, the U.S. conduct-
ed two strikes against nine tar-
gets in two locations associated
with Iran-linked groups in Syria,
also in response to attacks
against American forces and fa-
cilities, CENTCOM said in a
statement the same day.

Those strikes followed two
separate attacks — a drone and
indirect firing of two rockets —
on Sunday against U.S. forces at
Mission Support Site Green Vil-
lage, also in northeastern Syria,
Pentagon spokesman Air Force
Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder said at a
Tuesday press briefing.

The strikes were “in response
to several attacks on U.S. person-
nel in Syria over a 24-hour peri-
od,” Ryder said.

Attacks: Houthi
launch sites hit

FROM PAGE 1

struck multiple Houthi facilities
in Yemen used to store weapons.
The weapons housed at the sites,
Ryder said, were used to target
military and civilian ships naviga-
ting international waters in the
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.

The operation, conducted Sat-
urday and Sunday, involved Air
Force and Navy assets, including
F-35C fighter jets.

On Tuesday, U.S. Central Com-
mand, which oversees military
operations in the Middle East,
shared a video of an F-35C jet tak-
ing off from the Lincoln in support
of an attack against the Houthis.

The Stockdale and the Spruance
are part of the USS Abraham Lin-
coln Carrier Strike Group.

The Lincoln and its strike group
deployed July 11 from its home-
port of Naval Base San Diego for
what was intended to be a Pacific
tour, but the carrier’s strike group
was directed to the Middle East in
late August.

The strike group is expected to
leave the region in the coming
months.

Pentagon:

FROM PAGE 1

elect JD Vance and biotech entre-
preneur Vivek Ramaswamy,
against the wishes of establish-
ment Republicans who favored
filling key administration roles
with those they see as more tradi-
tional choices, such as former sec-
retary of state Mike Pompeo.

The breakneck speed of the
Hegseth nomination also under-
scores the value Trump places on
TV personalities who have used
their platform to promote his
agenda.

On Thursday, the president-
elect called Hegseth and asked
whether he was interested in be-
coming the next defense secreta-
ry, said a person familiar with the
conversations who, like others,
spoke on the condition of anonym-
ity to discuss personnel meetings.
Hegseth immediately said “yes,”
which then triggered Trump’s
team to begin the formal vetting
process, this person said.

Inlast week’s podcast interview
with Ryan, a Navy SEAL veteran,
Hegseth said he was one of two fi-
nalists to lead the Department of
Veterans Affairs when Trump
took office in 2017, but the presi-
dent found him to be “a little
young” then to do the job.

Nevertheless, during Trump’s
first term, Hegseth proved valua-
ble to the president by promoting
pieces of legislation he cared
about on his show “Fox & Friends
Weekend,” including the VA-fo-
cused Mission Act and the Ac-
countability Act. The show’s

Hegseth has complained

weekend schedule and four-hour
time slot fit Trump’s viewing hab-
its, and he appeared on the show
multiple times.

In his statement announcing the
nomination, Trump cited a book
that Hegseth wrote — “War on
Warriors: Behind the Betrayal of
the Men Who Keep Us Free” —
and its treatment of what the pres-
ident-elect said was a “left-wing
betrayal of our warriors, and how
we must return our military to
meritocracy, lethality, accounta-
bility, and excellence.”

The Biden administration has
maintained that critics distort the
military’s diversity initiatives,
saying they account for far less fo-
cus and time than opponents al-
lege.

The Princeton- and Harvard-
educated Hegseth, who served as
an Army infantryman in Iraq and
Afghanistan as a member of the
Minnesota National Guard, also
played a role in episodes that
roiled the Pentagon and involved
Trump’s defiance of military
norms during his first term in of-
fice.

Hegseth was a key player, for
instance, in convincing the then-
president to intervene in the war
crimes cases of three U.S. service
members in 2019.

That effort led to pardons for
two Army officers, Mathew L.
Golsteyn and Clint Lorance, in
separate murder cases, and a re-
demption of sorts for Navy SEAL
Edward Gallagher, who had seen
his rank reduced after a military

jury acquitted him of murder
charges but found him guilty of
posing for a photograph with a
corpse.

Hegseth lobbied the president
directly from his perch at Fox
News, featuring the cases fre-
quently and casting them as the
malicious prosecution of war he-
roes. Trump called Hegseth nu-
merous times about the issue, offi-
cials familiar with the discussion
said at the time. While some
Trump administration officials
celebrated the decisions, others
worried they would set a bad prec-
edent and damage U.S. relation-
ships abroad.

Golsteyn, who was accused of
killing an unarmed Taliban offi-
cial and burning his body to hide
evidence in a murder case, cele-
brated the decision on Tuesday
night.

“This is a phenomenal choice
for SECDEF,” Golsteyn said in a
text message. “We are a military
of lions led by morally bankrupt
sheep. The scale of the problem
requires someone of great intel-
lect and character with whom the
establishment can expect no quar-
ter. Pete Hegseth is that guy.”

Past comments by Hegseth,
who has called for senior military
officers to be held accountable for
their failures at home and abroad,
also suggests he will attempt to
bring a new kind of criteria to his
leadership of the Pentagon.

“[GI] Joe also knows that if he
loses hisrifle, he’ll be demoted im-
mediately,” he wrote earlier this

about women In combat

year. “But if a general loses a war
— or billions of dollars of military
equipment — nothing happens.”

His emergence as Trump’s pick
raises the stakes for high-profile
officers such as Brown, the former
pilot who President Joe Biden se-
lected as chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

Although it was Trump who
tapped Brown to become Air
Force chief of staff in 2020, posi-
tioning him to become the first
African American officer to serve
inthat role, he gained notoriety for
a video in which he spoke in emo-
tional terms that year about the
impact of the Kkilling of George
Floyd at the hands of Minnesota
police and about his own experi-
ences with race in the military.

In the podcast interview with
Ryan, Hegseth said that firing
Brown and other officials seen as
being involved in diversity initia-
tives would be a step toward coun-
tering what he described as “so-
cially correct garbage” in the mil-
itary.

Hegseth has criticized the Oba-
ma administration’s 2015 decision
to drop gender-based restrictions
and allow women to serve in di-
rect-combat jobs, a move that fol-
lowed years of war in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan that erased traditional
notions of what it means to serve
on the front lines.

Since then, women have assimi-
lated into positions that historical-
ly were all-male, including infan-
try and artillery units.

“Gimme a female pilot all day

long. I have no issues with that,”
Hegseth told Ryan in last week’s
interview. His sticking point, Heg-
seth said, is a perception that the
military has lowered standards
for women in physically demand-
ing jobs.

Allowing women into combat
roles, he said, “hasn’t made us
more effective, hasn’t made us
more lethal, has made fighting
more complicated.”

Israel, Britain and other U.S. al-
lies also allow women to serve in
combat.

Hegseth also has blamed the
military’s current culture for its
ongoing recruiting challenges and
said personnel with views like his
were routinely sidelined.

“We can no longer expect to win
the wars our nation sends us to
fight if the sniper fire is coming
from inside our ranks, and
straight from the front of our for-
mations,” he wrote.

Senate Democrats, who will be
involved in scrutinizing Trump’s
nominations, raised immediate
skepticism about his pick of Heg-
seth.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-
Mass., a member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, said
in a social media post that he is
“not qualified” for the job.

“I lead the Senate military per-
sonnel panel. All three of my
brothers served in uniform. I re-
spect every one of our service-
members,” she wrote. “Donald
Trump’s pick will make us less
safe and must be rejected.”
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Marines to beef up presence at US-Japan exercise

By BriaN McELHINEY
AND KEe1sH1 Koja
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
The Marine Corps will have alarg-
errolein ajoint U.S.-Japan virtual
exercise scheduled for December
that will focus on defending re-
mote Indo-Pacific islands, accord-
ing to Japanese officials.

The III Marine Expeditionary
Force will send about 140 Marines
to this year’s Yama Sakura, an-
nual training to prepare for an at-
tack or natural disaster, a spokes-
man for the Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force said by phone
Tuesday.

Held since 1982, Yama Sakura

typically involves virtual and
tabletop scenarios between the
U.S. and Japanese armies, in what
the military calls a command post
exercise.

III MEF spokesman Capt. Pa-
wel Puczko confirmed in an email
Wednesday that Marines will take
part in the exercise but would not
say how many will participate.

This year’s training will take
place primarily at Japanese bases
Camp Asaka in Tokyo and Camp
Kengun in Kumamoto, the
Ground Self-Defense Force said
in a news release Friday.

It will focus on the defense of re-
mote islands in the Indo-Pacific
“using cross-domain operations of

the Japanese army, multidomain
operations of the U.S. Army and
the expeditionary advanced base
operations of the Marine Corps,”
according to the release.

Marines will participate “be-
cause of this feature of protecting
remote islands,” the Ground Self-
Defense Force spokesman said.

Members of III MEF previously
had a relatively small presence in
the exercise. Last year, about 10
members of the 3rd Marine Expe-
ditionary Brigade participated,
the spokesman said.

About 5,500 Japanese, 1,350
Americans and 250 Australians
will participate in this year’s Ya-
ma Sakura, he added.

Some Japanese officials are re-
quired to speak to the media only
on condition of anonymity.

Australia actively participated
in the exercise for the first time
last year after joining as an ob-
server for a decade.

Troops from Japan, the U.S. and
Australia planned the exercise at
Camp Zama in early October, ac-
cording to a U.S. Army news re-
lease Saturday.

The training will run concur-
rently with Warfighter, another
tabletop exercise that will present
“a dynamic, multi-day scenario to
assess the readiness of units fo-
cused on the Indo-Pacific region,”
the release said.

The Marines’ expeditionary ad-
vanced base operations call for
mobile units to disperse inside the
range of enemy missiles to seize
and hold islands and sink enemy
vessels at sea. Itis one of the tenets
of the Marines’ Force Design plan,
which calls for the service to bet-
ter defend the small islands east of
Taiwan and to counter China.

“The lessons we learned in Res-
olute Dragon are now being built
on in Keen Sword 25 and we will
further develop them in Yama
Sakura and other upcoming exer-
cises,” III MEF commander Lt.
Gen. Roger Turner said in a quote
relayed by Puczko via email Oct.
29.

Japanese troops to defuse unexploded WWII bombs found near airport

By BriaN McELHINEY
AND KEe1sa1 Koja
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
Japanese ordnance disposal ex-
perts plan to defuse two suspect-
ed World War II-era bombs found
last month on Miyakojima, a pop-
ular tourist spot 170 miles south-
west of Okinawa.

Soldiers with the Japan Ground

Self-Defense Force’s 101st Explo-
sive Ordnance Disposal Unit ex-
pect to defuse the SS1-pound
bombs on Nov. 29, a spokesman
for the Miyakojima city Disaster
Prevention and Crisis Manage-
ment Division said by phone
Tuesday.

The bombs will then be moved
to a warehouse on the island, a
spokesman for the Ground Self-

Defense Force said by phone
Tuesday. The island is part of
Okinawa prefecture.

They will be detonated at an
unspecified date, the spokesman
added.

The bombs were discovered on
Oct. 8 and 11 on property next to
Miyako Airport.

The operation will start after 9
p.m., when all planes are sched-

uled to leave the airport, and is
expected to finish at 1 am. “to
avoid any effects to Miyako Air-
port,” according to the division
spokesman. Traffic will be re-
stricted around the property to a
radius of 928 feet.

“We will not ask anyone to
evacuate since there are no resi-
dences around the place,” he
said.

Contractors hired by the pre-
fecture discovered the bombs
while making a magnetic survey
of the property.

Last month, Japan started mag-
netic surveys at Miyazaki Airport
on Kyushu and is expected to fin-
ish in January, a spokesman for
Japan’s Ministry of Land, Infras-
tructure, Transport and Tourism
said by phone Wednesday.

BRAVO ZULU BARBECUE
Regional
Styles, Sides & Sauces

GRAND OPENING
18 NOD 2024

“Slow and low is the way to go”
A mantra heard throughout time in the smokehouses,
backyard pits and fancy city barbecue joints.
Across Texas, Missouri, Tennessee and The Carolinas

i’s a tfime honored tradition to prepare your meat, sauces
and sides with tried and true recipes, handed down

from generation to generation.
Here at Bravo Zulu Barbecue we are tipping our trucker hats
and paying homage to the great barbecue regions of America,
blazing a new ftrail, but respecting the pit masters before us.
Providing quality and value, there is something for

everyone at this family-friendly joint, we hope that you enjoy.

Visit our Website for updates at www.thenewsanno.com

229-8003 or 03-6868-2311 EXT. 8003

THE NEW SANNO
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Experts predict
US numbers to

rise in Australia ¥

Under Trump, DOD presence will be
used to deter China, researchers say

By SETH RoBsonN
Stars and Stripes

Australia, already in partner-
ship with the Pentagon on several
fronts, would welcome an even
larger U.S. presence under Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump, Austra-
lian defense experts said Wednes-
day.

The United States has sent
growing numbers of troops Down
Under since 250 Marines kicked
off annual rotations to the coun-
try’s northern port of Darwin in
2012.

The force, which operates in
Australia from April to October,
has grown to over 2,000 members.

Australian security researchers
predict the U.S. under Trump will
accelerate its growing military
presence in their country as it
seeks to deter China and disperse
its forces to make them less sus-
ceptible to enemy missiles.

Australia is already spending
$450 million in U.S. funds to build
air bases in the Northern Territo-
ry to accommodate rotations of
U.S. B-52 Stratofortress bombers,
Pacific Air Forces commander

Gen. Kevin Schneider said in July.
And the U.S. and United King-
dom are building five nuclear-po-
wered submarines for Australia,
part of the AUKUS pact, for de-
ployment in 2027, the first deliv-
ery in a program expected to cost
$250 billion over three decades.

The Trump administration will
seek to ramp up the size of the Ma-
rine rotational force several fold,
Australian defense researcher Al-
lan Orr said Tuesday.

“Likely at least 10,000 Marines
and likely permanent if they get
their way,” he said.

Australia would prefer a per-
manently stationed force of
10,000-20,000 troops, Orr said,
adding that the Marines should
move forces from Japan to Austra-
lia as soon as possible.

“Moving these positions from a
country where their presence is
much more politically protested to
Australia and out of most Chinese
missile ranges would be ideal for
both sides,” he said.

The U.S. and Australian govern-
ments have wanted to increase the
American military presence for

more than a decade, Orr said.

“If anything, the U.S footprint is
evolving too slowly,” he said.

Australia needs to add missile
defense, more runways for stra-
tegic bombers and enough troops
to make sure the deployment de-
ters China, Orr added.

Mike Green, chief of the United
States Studies Centre in Sydney,
told The Australian in a Nov. 7 re-
port that ramped-up American
deployments to Australia would
be part of a bipartisan plan for a
more distributed military posture
in the region.

“They’re going to come in on
day one and want to accelerate co-
operation with Australia on de-
fence,” he told the newspaper. “If
there is an issue, frankly, it’s that
the (Australian) government is go-

ing to come under pressure to
spend more on defence.”

Australian military spending
roughly matches the NATO target
of 2% of gross domestic product.

“He (Trump) might also re-
quest a further boost in our de-
fence budget — perhaps to 3% of
GDP — within a few years,” for-
mer Australian assistant defense
secretary Ross Babbage said
Wednesday.

It’s possible that the Trump ad-
ministration may want Australian
units to operate more frequently
with U.S. forces in the Far East
and for Australia to accelerate ef-
forts to build missiles to supply
Australian and U.S. units, he said.

“Further U.S. operations in and
from Australia are anticipated
over time and are almost always

JuaN TorrEs/U.S. Marine Corps

Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Alex Aman looks down the sight of an M110 Semi-Automatic Sniper System at
Robertson Barracks in Darwin, Australia, on April 5.

universally welcomed here,” he
said. “They are rarely controver-
sial.”

However, Paul Buchanan, an
American security expert based
in New Zealand, said Trump could
scale back the U.S. commitment to
the Indo-Pacific.

“The MAGA (Make America
Great Again) people are neo-isola-
tionist,” he said Wednesday.
“They want to withdraw Ameri-
can military commitments all
around the world.”

The U.S. Congress has pushed
back on the AUKUS commitment,
contending it distracts from ef-
forts to grow the U.S. submarine
force, Buchanan said.

“I’'m not convinced [Trump]
considers the Western Pacific the
region of priority,” he said.

Air Force to retire A-10 jets from S. Korea, modernize I'-16s

By Davip CHol
Stars and Stripes

The Air Force is retiring A-10
Thunderbolt ITs from South Korea
and upgrading its F-16 Fighting
Falcons there as part of a “moder-
nization effort” across the service,
according to a news release Tues-
day.

Starting in January, all 24 A-10s
assigned to the 2Sth Fighter
Squadron at Osan Air Base will be
relocated in phases to the 309th
Aerospace Maintenance and Re-
generation Group in Davis-Mon-
than Air Force Base, Ariz., 7th Air
Force spokeswoman Maj. Rachel
Buitrago said Wednesday. They’ll
undergo maintenance and display
preparations in Arizona.

The A-10s will not be immedi-
ately replaced, according to Bui-
trago. The plane is better known
as the Warthog, for its rugged du-
rability and distinctive armament.

F-35A Lightning IIs, F-16s,
FA-50 Golden Eagles and F-15SK
Slam Eagles from the U.S. and

KaHbuA SLAUGHTERU.S. Air Force

A Thunderbolt Il assigned to the 25th Fighter Squadron taxis toward
the runway during Ulchi Freedom Shield 24 at Osan Air Base, South

Korea, on Aug. 20.

South Korean air forces “are more
than ready to fill the role of the
A-10” on the peninsula, Buitrago
added. The two services are “con-
fident in their ability to bring the
full spectrum of combat capabili-
ties to defend [South Korea] dur-
ing crisis and conflict,” she said.

The 7th Air Force, headquar-
tered at Osan, plans to outfit its
fourth-generation F-16s with “piv-
otal upgrades,” including a new
avionics system to bring it “closer
to fifth-generation capabilities”
beginning next year, according to
the Air Force news release.

The plan to upgrade F-16s and
remove the A-10s mirrors a simi-
lar move in Japan by the Pentagon
to replace older F-15 Eagles at Ka-
dena Air Base, Okinawa, with the
improved F-1SEX fighter and re-
place F-16s at Misawa Air Base in
northern Japan with 48 F-35As.
The Navy is also swapping F/A-18
Super Hornets for F-35Cs at Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Iwakuni in
southern Japan.

The F-16 makes up about S0% of
the Air Force fleet and has flown
in every major U.S. conflict since
the 1970s. In 2022, the service allo-
cated $6.3 billion for improve-
ments to its F-16s, which pilots
have described as a modular air-
craft that is easily upgraded with
new equipment.

“The modernization effort
seeks to ensure peace and stability
in the Indo-Pacific region, includ-
ing the Korean Peninsula, through
state-of-the-art aircraft,” the Air
Force release said. “The strategy
bolsters deterrence against North

Korea and reaffirms the ironclad
U.S. security commitment to the
South Korea-U.S. alliance by
strengthening South Korean and
U.S. combined defense.”

The single-seat A-10 has proven
its worth by providing close-air
support for ground forces since it
entered service in 1976. It is
equipped with the infamous sev-
en-barrel 30 mm Gatling gun and
can carry up to 16,000 pounds of
ordnance.

The Air Force plans to divest S6
A-10s from its inventory in the up-
coming fiscal year, according to
an undersecretary of defense bud-
get report published April 4.

Talk of retiring the aircraft has
circulated around the Pentagon
since the 1980s.

Critics of the A-10 have argued
its singular role of providing
ground support is outdated in the
contemporary Dbattlefield and
ought to be replaced with some-
thing that can also face off against
aerial and anti-air threats.
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Lame-duck Biden gettmg every dollar’ to Ukraine

By Samya KuLLAB
AND LorNE CoOK
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine— The Biden ad-
ministration is determined in its
final months to help ensure that
Ukraine can keep fighting off Rus-
sia’s full-scale invasion next year,
sending it as much aid as possible
so that it might hold Russian forc-
esatbay and possess a strong hand
in any potential peace negotia-
tions, U.S. Secretary of State Anto-
ny Blinken said Wednesday.

“President Biden has commit-
ted to making sure that every dol-
lar we have at our disposal will be
pushed out the door between now
and Jan. 20,” when President-
elect Donald Trump is due to be
sworn in, Blinken said.

NATO countries must focus
their efforts on “ensuring that Uk-
raine has the money, munitions
and mobilized forces to fight effec-
tively in 2025, or to be able to nego-
tiate a peace from a position of
strength,” Blinken said during a
visit to Brussels.

The U.S. will “adapt and adjust”
with the latest equipment it is
sending, Blinken said, without
providing details.

The almost three-year war has
shown no signs of winding down.

Russia attacked the Ukrainian
capital Kyiv with a sophisticated
combination of missiles and

UKRAINIAN EMERGENCY SERVICE/AP

Rescue workers extinguish a fire of a building destroyed by a Russian strike in Brovary, outside Kyiv,
Ukraine, on Wednesday. Russia attacked the Ukrainian capital with missiles for the first time in 73 days.

drones for the first time in 73 days
on Wednesday. That came a day
after the Pentagon said most of the
North Korean troops sent to help
Moscow’s war effort are fighting
to drive Ukraine’s army off Rus-
sian soil in the Kursk border re-
gion.

Ukraine is also straining to hold

back a monthslong Russian on-
slaught in the eastern Donetsk re-
gion.

Political uncertainty over how a
U.S. administration under Trump
will change Washington’s policy
on the war is a key new factor in
the conflict. U.S. military aid is vi-
tal for Ukraine, but Trump has sig-

naled that he doesn’t want to keep
giving tens of billions of dollars to
Kyiv.

Air raid warnings blared for
hours as Russia targeted eight re-
gions of Ukraine on Wednesday,
firing six ballistic and cruise mis-
siles and 90 drones, the Ukrainian
air force said.

Air defenses downed four mis-
siles and 37 drones, and another 47
drones were stopped by electronic
jamming, the statement said. The
damage was being assessed.

The air assault came as most of
the more than 10,000 North Ko-
rean troops sent by Pyongyang to
help Moscow in the war are en-
gaged in combat in Russia’s Kursk
border region, according to the
Pentagon. A Ukrainian army in-
cursion into Kursk three months
ago has succeeded in holding a
broad area of land and has embar-
rassed the Kremlin.

Russia’s military has trained
the North Korean soldiers in artil-
lery, drone skKills and basic infan-
try operations, including trench
clearing, Pentagon deputy spokes-
person Vedant Patel told a brief-
ing Tuesday. The cooperation fac-
es challenges, according to the
Pentagon, including how to
achieve military interoperability
and overcoming the language bar-
rier.

Kyiv officials say that Russia
has deployed around 50,000
troops to Kursk in a bid to dislodge
the Ukrainians.

Russia has in recent months
been assembling forces for a coun-
teroffensive in Kursk, according
to the Institute for the Study of
War think tank, though the times-
cale of the operation isn’t known.

Navy, USMC next to test Al threat detection tool

By REBEccA HoLLAND
Stars and Stripes

An artificial intelligence tool that can al-
most instantly detect and analyze even dis-
tant security threats will be put through its
paces by the Navy and Marine Corps next
year, on the heels of Army testing in Ken-
tucky.

Known as Scylla, the experimental soft-
ware connects to surveillance cameras and
turbocharges their monitoring potential,
picking up on things imperceptible to the
naked eye of a guard.

Water tests using the AI models pro-
duced by the Army effort are slated for the
second quarter of next year at Joint Base
Charleston in South Carolina, Defense De-
partment spokesman Robert Ditchey said.

For the past several months, members of
a Pentagon group dedicated to security
technologies have been putting Scylla into
action at the Blue Grass Army Depot in
Richmond, Ky.

“If you’re the security operator, do you
think you could watch 1S cameras at one
time ... and pick out a gun at 1,000 feet? Scyl-
la can,” Chris Willoughby, the depot’s elec-
tronic security systems manager, said in an
Army statement.

In a Sept. 18 demonstration led by the
DOD’s Physical Security Enterprise and
Analysis Group, Scylla spotted an intruder
with a gun climbing a water tower a mile
away and detected smoke coming from the
bed of a pickup truck about 700 feet away.

When it was tested on a staged fight, Scyl-

“If you're the security
operator, do you think
you could watch 15
cameras at one time? ...
Scylla can.”

Chris Willoughby
Blue Grass Army Depot in Richmond, Ky.

laimmediately recognized the situation as a
struggle and scanned a database for the fac-
es of the two men.

“An on-duty military police officer is try-
ing to subdue an intruder, a known bad ac-
tor with presumed hostile intent,” it
warned.

The tool uses facial recognition technol-
ogy and does not send out alerts when it sees
nonthreatening movements such as those of
deer or tree branches.

Willoughby said the DOD standard for
accuracy is 96% probability detection, local
news outlet WKYT reported.

Even so, the possible pitfalls have raised
questions about the potential for bias and
Scylla’s reliability in distinguishing be-
tween weapons and innocuous objects.

Willoughby countered by saying this soft-
ware is unlike the sort of generative Al tech-
nology most commonly envisioned, as with
ChatGPT for instance.

“It basically looks at pixels on the

Lori McFATEe/U.S. Army

Drew Walter, left, deputy assistant
secretary of defense for nuclear matters,
alongside Chris Willoughby, the electronic
security services manager for the Blue
Grass Army Depot in Richmond, Ky., says
the Al tool Scylla could be crucial in
protecting the U.S. nuclear arsenal.

screen,” he told local NPR affiliate WEKU.
“When they move, the pixels change, and it
sends you an alert. So it’s not truly artificial
intelligence; it’s video-based analytics.”
The software makes surveillance came-
ras “smart” in much the same way a plug-in

digital streaming stick enhances the con-
tent people can watch on their TV at home.

Scylla can also be installed on drones, ac-
cording to WEKU. It was developed by the
Blue Grass Army Depot, which is the only
DOD site to have tested it so far, the Army
statement said.

It was submitted to the service and the
Physical Security Enterprise and Analysis
Group, earning recognition as one of the top
projects in fiscal year 2024, the statement
said.

About S0 people were on hand for the
September demonstration hosted by the fa-
cility. Among them was Drew Walter, a
DOD official responsible for nuclear mat-
ters.

Scylla could be crucial in protecting the
U.S. nuclear arsenal, Walter said in the
statement.

“The ability to detect and respond to
threats swiftly is paramount when dealing
with assets critical to deterrence, be they
Trident missile submarines, intercontinen-
tal ballistic missiles or strategic bombers,”
he said in a Defense Department statement.

The software could also be used in
schools to detect active shooters, a possibil-
ity of great interest to educators who attend-
ed the demonstration.

“You imagine picking up a gun 200 feet
away off of a school, and automatically
sending an alert to the cops immediately,
and autonomously locking the doors all at
the same time and letting everybody know
what’s going on,” Willoughby told WEKU.
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Trump makes victor's return to Washington

By WiLL WEISSERT,
Lisa MascARrO
AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Donald
Trump made a victor’s return to
Washington on Wednesday, visit-
ing the White House for an Oval
Office meeting with Democratic
President Joe Biden and commit-
ting to a smooth transition of pow-
er as the Republican president-
elect moves quickly to build out
his new administration.

“Donald, congratulations,” Bi-
den said, greeting Trump with a
handshake and adding that he
looked “forward to a smooth tran-
sition.”

Trump made a similar pledge
and expressed thanks to Biden for
the invitation — one that Trump
himself had not extended to Biden
after losing the 2020 election.

“Thank you very much,” Trump
said. “Politics is tough. And it’s, in
many cases, not a very nice world.
But it is a nice world today and I
appreciate it very much.”

Trump, flying from Florida, ar-
rived at a military base near the
Capitol, meeting up with billio-
naire Elon Musk for a morning
session with House Republicans
as Trump prepares for a potential-
ly unified Republican government
and sweep of power.

Back in Washington for the first
time since his election victory,
Trump told the GOP lawmakers,
“It’s nice to win.”

Trump received a standing ova-
tion from House Republicans,
many of whom took cellphone vid-
eos of him as he ran through their
party’s victories up and down the
ballot, in what would be, under the
constitutional limits, his final
presidential election.

“I suspect I won’t be running
again unless you say he’s good we
got to figure something else,”
Trump said to laughter from the
lawmakers.

It’s a stunning return to the U.S.
seat of government for the former
president, who departed nearly
four years ago a diminished, polit-

EvaN Vuccy/AP

President Joe Biden meets with President-elect Donald Trump in the Oval Office of the White House, on

Wednesday, in Washington.

ically defeated leader after the
Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol
but is preparing to come back to
power with what he and his GOP
allies see as a mandate for gover-
nance.

“He is the comeback king,” said
House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-
La., before Trump’s arrival. “We
owe him a great debt of gratitude.”

The private meetings, including
his sit-down with Biden, put in
stark relief the former president’s
comeback. Trump’s reemergence
comes amid Republican congres-
sional leadership elections, with
the potential for him to place his
imprint on the outcome.

Trump endorsed Johnson’s re-
turn to the speaker’s office with

the president-elect saying he is
with Johnson all the way, accord-
ing to a person familiar with the
remarks but not authorized to
publicly discuss the private meet-
ing.

Musk has been spending much
of his time at Mar-a-Lago,
Trump’s Florida estate, and par-
ticipating in discussions as the in-
coming Trump administration
prepares to transition from Bi-
den’s.

The Tesla and SpaceX CEO,
was named by Trump to a govern-
ment efficiency advisory role.

Some close to Trump and his
team now see Musk as the second
most influential figure in Trump’s
immediate orbit, after Susie

Wiles, the campaign manager who
is Trump’s incoming chief of staff.
Johnson has said Republicans
are “ready to deliver on Trump’s
“America First” agenda.

After his election win in 2016,
Trump met with President Barack
Obama in the Oval Office and
called it “a great honor.”

But he soon was back to heaping
insults on Obama, including ac-
cusing his predecessor — without
evidence — of having wire-tapped
him during the 2016 campaign.

Four years later, Trump disput-
ed his election loss to Biden, and
he has continued to lie about wide-
spread voter fraud that did not oc-
cur.

He didn’t invite Biden, then the

president-elect, to the White
House and he left Washington
without attending Biden’s inaugu-
ration.

It was the first time that had
happened since Andrew Johnson
skipped Ulysses S. Grant’s swear-
ing-in 155 years ago.

Biden insists that he’ll do every-
thing he can to make the transition
to the next Trump administration
go smoothly. That’s despite having
spent more than a year campaign-
ing for reelection and decrying
Trump as a threat to democracy
and the nation’s core values. Bi-
den then bowed out of the race in
July and endorsed Vice President
Kamala Harris to succeed him.

In the wake of the election, the
president has abandoned his dire
warnings about Trump, saying in
a speech last week, “The Ameri-
can experiment endures. We're
going to be OK.”

Traditionally, as the outgoing
and incoming presidents meet in
the West Wing, the first lady hosts
her successor upstairs in the resi-
dence.

But her office said Melania
Trump wasn’t attending, saying in
a statement that “her husband’s
return to the Oval Office to com-
mence the transition process is
encouraging, and she wishes him
great success.”

When Trump left Washington in
2021, even some top Republicans
had begun to decry his role in
helping incite a mob of his suppor-
ters that had staged the violent at-
tack on the Capitol mere weeks
earlier, trying to stop the certifica-
tion of Biden’s election victory.

But his win in last week’s elec-
tion completes a political come-
back that has seen Trump once
again become the unchallenged
head of the GOP.

Wednesday’s trip was not the
first time Trump has returned to
the Capitol area since the end of
his first term, though. Congres-
sional Republicans hosted Trump
over the summer, as Trump was
again solidifying his dominance
over the party.

GOP elects John Thune next Senate majority leader

By MARY CLARE JALONICK
AND STEPHEN GROVES
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republicans
have elected South Dakota Sen.
John Thune as the next Senate
majority leader, completing a mo-
mentous shift in their leadership
that elevates a top deputy of Mitch
McConnell into a key position as
President-elect Donald Trump re-
turns to the White House.

Thune, 63,isin his fourth Senate
term and has promised to work
closely with Trump, despite dif-
ferences the two have had over the
years, and will be a crucial part of

the incoming president’s efforts to
push through his policy agenda.

He beat out two other compet-
itors, Sens. John Cornyn and Rick
Scott, by gaining majority support
from GOP senators in a secret bal-
lot vote. Republicans are replac-
ing McConnell, the longest serv-
ing Senate party leader, as they
prepare to take majority control of
the Senate with the S3 seats they
won in last week’s elections.

Like McConnell, Thune hails
from the Republican Party’s more
traditional wing. He has held the
Republican whip position — no. 2
in party leadership — since 2019.

At times, Thune has countered
Trump’s wishes for Congress, and
he broke publicly with Trump
over the effort to overturn the re-
sults of the 2020 presidential elec-
tion, which he called “inexcusa-
ble.” But in recent months, Thune
has realigned with Trump, visit-
ing him in his Florida home, and
the two have been consulting on
how to implement the incoming
president’s agenda. Thune told
The Associated Press over the
summer that he views their poten-
tial relationship as a professional
one. If they both win their elec-
tions, Thune said, “we’ve got a job

to do.”

Well-liked and a respected com-
municator, Thune has been per-
ceived as a front-runner for much
of the year. As the No. 2 Republi-
can, he took over for McConnell
for several weeks last year when
he was on a medical leave. He is
also a former chair of the Senate
Commerce Committee.

Thune’s win is all the more ex-
traordinary because of his 2004
election to the Senate — defeating
then-Senate Majority Leader Tom
Daschle after arguing during the
campaign that Daschle had lost
his South Dakota roots during his

years in Democratic leadership.
Twenty years later, Thune will be-
come majority leader himself.

As he geared up to run for lead-
er, Thune spent much of the year
campaigning for his colleagues.
According to his aides, he raised
more than $31 million to elect Sen-
ate Republicans this cycle, includ-
ing a $4 million transfer from his
own campaign accounts to the
Senate’s main campaign arm.

This year, though, Thune and
Trump have talked frequently on
the phone and Thune visited the
then-GOP candidate at his home
in Florida.



Thursday, November 14, 2024

e STARS AND STRIPES °

SRR RE ]

PAce 9

NATION

JaBIN BotsForp/The Washington Post

Tech billionaire Elon Musk shares an aside with Donald Trump during a campaign event in October in

Pennsylvania.

Trump taps Musk, Ramaswamy to
oversee ‘drastic’ government shifts

By JEFF STEIN AND
EL1ZABETH DWOSKIN
The Washington Post

President-elect Donald Trump
announced Tuesday that he is ap-
pointing business executives Elon
Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy to
lead a new commission on cutting
government spending and regula-
tion, handing an enormous portfo-
lio to the tech billionaire who gave
political and financial support to
his presidential bid.

In a statement, Trump said that
his billionaire ally and his former
Republican primary rival will
lead the Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency, an idea cham-
pioned by Musk. Trump said the
department would operate out-
side of government to drive “dras-
tic change,” while partnering with
the White House and its budget of-
fice to provide recommendations
to slash regulations, cut staff and
overhaul federal operations.
Musk has adopted the nickname
“DOGE” for the commission, a
reference to a meme-based cryp-
tocurrency he also touted.

It is not clear how the effort will
be funded or whether its recom-
mendations will be approved, be-
cause federal spending is con-
trolled by Congress and the White
House. Still, Republicans are
poised to control the House, Sen-
ate and White House, giving the
GOP the opportunity to imple-
ment at least some of the commis-
sion’s proposals — potentially
triggering major repercussions
for the U.S. government and mil-
lions of federal workers.

“We have a fourth branch of
government — the administrative
state — that our Founding Fathers

didn’t envision,” Ramaswamy, a
former pharmaceutical executive
who ran for president earlier this
year, said in an interview. “Re-
moving the excess bureaucracy is
going to be good for our economy
and for our national spirit.”

Still, some analysts are doubtful
much will materialize from the ef-
fort. Congress must approve any
changes to federal appropriations,
and it is not clear if the Musk com-
mission will produce recommen-
dations in time for action by the
new GOP majorities.

Trump’s statement said the
commission’s work must be com-
pleted by “no later” than July 4,
2026 — not long before the next
midterm elections.

Musk’s promises for the com-
mission’s impact have also been
described as unrealistic. During
the campaign, Musk called for the
commission to find $2 trillion in
cuts to the federal budget — a sum
far larger than the budgets of the
Departments of Defense, Educa-
tion and Homeland Security com-
bined, which even some conserva-
tive budget analysts have panned,
including one who described it as
“absolutely absurd.”

Musk’s elevation to lead the
commission comes amid concerns
about his array of personal busi-
ness interests with the federal
government. His companies in the
auto and space industries have
grown through government con-
tracts and subsidies, and he has
long criticized government regu-
lation of his firms. After souring
on President Joe Biden, Musk has
emerged as a key Trump ally dur-
ing the presidential election, do-
nating more than $118 million to

Trump’s campaign and running
his most significant get-out-the-
vote operation through a super
PAC, America PAC.

Ramaswamy rose to promi-
nence as a candidate in the 2024
GOP presidential primaries. Dur-
ing that campaign, he embraced
extreme cuts to the federal gov-
ernment — at one point calling for
reducing the workforce by more
than 75%.

As a business leader, Musk is
known for a willingness to make
aggressive staffing changes, in-
cluding slashing more than 75% of
Twitter’s staff shortly after pur-
chasing the company.

“These two wonderful Ameri-
cans will pave the way for my ad-
ministration to dismantle Govern-
ment Bureaucracy, slash excess
regulations, cut wasteful expendi-
tures, and restructure Federal
Agencies,” Trump said in the an-
nouncement.

Tech leaders in Musk’s circle
frequently talk about the need for
new “Manhattan projects,” argu-
ing that the government has fallen
behind on innovation in this centu-
ry. “We will not go gently,” said
Ramaswamy, adding that the ef-
fort would be bipartisan.

A person familiar with the ef-
fort, who spoke on the condition of
anonymity to describe sensitive
negotiations, said that details of
the organization’s funding would
emerge soon. The GOP had talked
about reducing waste for many
years but had not been effective,
the person added, leading the
campaign to the conclusion “out-
siders with a much more entre-
preneurial approach” were better
suited to the task.

overnor of SD
iIcked to lead
HS by Trump

Los Angeles Times

In a move that further signals
Donald Trump’s commitment to
enforce stringent controls on ille-
gal immigration, the president-
elect confirmed Tuesday he
planned to appoint South Dakota
Gov. Kristi Noem as secretary of
the Department of Homeland Se-
curity.

Trump has already signaled he
will tap Stephen Miller and Tom
Homan, two longtime allies with a
track record of pushing for mass
deportations and extreme clamp-
downs on immigrants, to serve se-
nior roles as deputy chief of staff
for policy and “border czar.”

Noem, 52, a Trump loyalist who
has offered firm backing for the
GOP leader’s promise to carry out
mass deportations, will preside
over a vast department that over-
sees multiple agencies, including
the U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, and the Federal
Emergency Management Agen-
cy. The department has more than
260,000 employees and a $60 bil-
lion budget.

After Trump defeated Vice
President Kamala Harris, Noem
was asked how a Trump adminis-
tration would carry out his plan to
deport millions of immigrants
who entered the country illegally.

“It is going to be a big oper-
ation,” Noem told NewsNation.
“President Trump has already in-
dicated that he wants to start by
deporting the most dangerous
first — those criminals, murder-
ers, rapists that are threatening
safety in our communities.
They’re going to be the first ones
on the list to go. And from there,
yes, it’s a commitment, but it’s a
commitment to our national se-
curity interests.”

Noem, who Trump once consi-
dered as a possible running mate,
signaled the new GOP administra-
tion would eventually target im-
migrants who had not committed
crimes after arriving in the U.S.

“When they came into our coun-
try, let’s all remember: The first
thing they did was break the law,”
she said.

A rancher, farmer and business
owner, Noem is currently serving
her second four-year term as gov-
ernor of South Dakota. In 2018, she
was elected the first woman to
take on the role after running on a
platform of protecting South Da-
kotans against tax increases and
big government.

During the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Noem drew national criticism
when she refused to close busi-
nesses or impose a statewide mask
mandate.

“I believe in our freedoms and
liberties,” Noem
said during a Fox
News interview.
“What I've seen
across the coun-
try is so many
people give up
; their liberties for
just a little bit of
security and
they don’t have to do that. If alead-
er will take too much power in a
time of crisis, that is how we lose
our country.”

Noem easily won reelection in
2022, defeating her Democratic
opponent by 28 percentage points.

Even before Noem became gov-
ernor, she expressed support for
Trump’s immigration clamp-
down.

In 2017, when Noem was a U.S.
representative for South Dakota,
she expressed support for
Trump’s “Muslim ban,” an exec-
utive order that temporarily sus-
pended the U.S. refugee program
and imposed a 90-day ban on im-
migrants from seven Muslim-ma-
jority countries.

“My first priority is the safety
and security of the American peo-
ple,” Noem said in a statement. “I
share the President’s concerns
about our ability to screen refu-
gees — especially those from ter-
rorist hotbed areas. I support put-
ting a temporary pause on accept-
ing refugees from terrorist-held
areas — at least until the adminis-
tration can certify that asylum-
seekers do not present a safety
threat to the U.S.”

After President Joe Biden won
the White House, Noem was quick
to voice opposition to his adminis-
tration’s handling of the rising
number of migrants crossing the
southern border.

“South Dakota won’t be taking
any illegal immigrants that the Bi-
den Administration wants to relo-
cate,” Noem wrote on X, formerly
Twitter, in 2021. “My message to
illegal immigrants ... call me when
you’re an American.”

Inrecent years, Noem sent mul-
tiple National Guard deployments
to Texas to help secure its border
with Mexico. In January, Noem
said her administration was consi-
dering sending additional razor
wire and security personnel.

Noem
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$42M is

awarded

to 3 Abu Ghraib
prison detainees

By MATTHEW BARAKAT
Associated Press-

ALEXANDRIA,Va.—AU.S.ju-
ry on Tuesday awarded $42 mil-
lion to three former detainees of
Iraq’s notorious Abu Ghraib pris-
on, holding a Virginia-based mili-
tary contractor responsible for
contributing to their torture and
mistreatment two decades ago.

The decision from the eight-per-
sonjury came after a differentjury
earlier this year couldn’t agree on
whether Reston, Va.-based CACI
should be held liable for the work
of its civilian interrogators who
worked alongside the U.S. Army at
Abu Ghraib in 2003 and 2004.

The jury awarded plaintiffs Su-
hail Al Shimari, Salah Al-Ejaili
and Asa’ad Al-Zubae $3 million
each in compensatory damages
and $11 million each in punitive
damages.

The three testified that they
were subjected to beatings, sexual
abuse, forced nudity and other
cruel treatment at the prison.

They did not allege that CACI’s
interrogators explicitly inflicted
the abuse themselves, but argued
CACI was complicit because itsin-
terrogators conspired with mili-
tary police to “soften up” detai-
nees for questioning with harsh
treatment.

CACI issued a statement ex-
pressing its disappointment in the
verdict and its intention to appeal.

“For nearly two decades, CACI
has been wrongly subjected to
long-term, negative affiliation
with the unfortunate and reckless
actions of a group of military po-
lice at Abu Ghraib prison from
2003 through 2004,” the company
said. “To be clear: no CACI em-
ployee has ever been charged —
criminally, civilly, or administra-

tively — in this matter. CACI em-
ployees did not take part in nor
were any of our employees respon-
sible for these disturbing events.”

Baher Azmy, a lawyer for the
Center for Constitutional Rights,
which filed the lawsuit on the
plaintiffs’ behalf, called the ver-
dict “animportant measure of Jus-
tice and accountability” and
praised the three plaintiffs for
their resilience.

The $42 million fully matches
the amount sought by the plain-
tiffs, Azmy said. It’s also more than
the $31 million that the plaintiffs
said CACI was paid to supply in-
terrogators to Abu Ghraib.

“Today is a big day for me and
for justice,” said Al-Ejaili, a jour-
nalist, in a written statement. “I’ve
waited a long time for this day.
This victory isn’t only for the three
plaintiffs in this case against a cor-
poration. This victory is a shining
light for everyone who has been
oppressed and a strong warning to
any company or contractor prac-
ticing different forms of torture
and abuse.”

Al-Ejaili traveled to the U.S. for
both trials to testify in person. The
other two plaintiffs testified by
video from Iraq.

The trial and subsequent retrial
were the first time a U.S. jury
heard claims brought by Abu
Ghraib survivors in the 20 years
since photos of detainee mistreat-
ment — accompanied by smiling
U.S. soldiersinflicting the abuse —
shocked the world during the U.S.
occupation of Iraq.

None of the three plaintiffs were
in any of the notorious photos
shown in news reports around the
world, but they described treat-
ment very similar to what was de-
picted.

DANA VERKOUTEREN/AP

Former detainee at Abu Ghraib prison, Salah Al-Ejaili, foreground with
glasses, is depicted at the trial of CACI in U.S. District Court in

Alexandria, Va., in April.

TeRRY CHEA/AP
Two Waymo driverless taxis stop before passing one another on a San Francisco street in February.

Waymo’s robotaxis are now open
for driverless ride in Los Angeles

Associated Press

Waymo on Tuesday opened its
robotaxi service to anyone who
wants a ride around Los Angeles,
marking another milestone in the
evolution of self-driving car tech-
nology since the company began as
a secret project at Google 15 years
ago.

The expansion comes eight
months after Waymo began offer-
ingridesin Los Angeles to alimited
group of passengers chosen from a
waiting list that had ballooned to
more than 300,000 people. Now,
anyone with the Waymo One
smartphone app will be able to re-
quest a ride around an 80-square-
mile territory spanning the second
largest U.S. city.

After Waymo received approval
from California regulators to
charge for rides 1S months ago, the
company initially chose to launch
its operations in San Francisco be-
fore offering a limited service in
Los Angeles.

Before deciding to compete
against conventional ride-hailing
pioneers Uber and Lyft in Califor-

nia, Waymo unleashed its robotaxis
in Phoenix in 2020 and has been
steadily extending the reach of its
service in that Arizona city ever
since.

Driverlessridesare provingtobe
more than just a novelty. Waymo
says it now transports more than
150,000 weekly trips in its robotax-
is, a volume of business numbers
that helped the company recently
raise $5.6 billion from its corporate
parent Alphabet and a list of other
investors that included venture
capital firm Andreessen Horowitz
and financial management firm T.
Rowe Price.

“Our service has matured quick-
ly and ourriders are embracing the
many benefits of fully autonomous
driving,” Waymo co-CEO Tekedra
Mawakana said in a blog post.

Despite its inroads, Waymo is
still believed tobelosing money. Al-
though Alphabet doesn’t disclose
Waymo’s financial results, the ro-
botaxi is a major part of an “Other
Bets” division that had suffered an
operating loss of $3.3 billion
through the first nine months of this

year, down from a setback of $4.2
billion at the same time last year.

But Waymo has come along way
since Google began working on
self-driving cars in 2009 as part of
project “Chauffeur.” Since its 2016
spinoff from Google, Waymo has
establisheditselfasthe clearleader
in a robotaxi industry that’s getting
more congested.

Electric auto pioneer Tesla is
aiming to launch a rival “Cyber-
cab” service by 2026, although its
CEO Elon Musk said he hopes the
company can get the required reg-
ulatory clearances to operate in
Texas and California by next year.

Tesla’s projected timeline for
competing against Waymo has
been met with skepticism because
Musk has made unfulfilled promis-
esabout the company’s self-driving
car technology for nearly a decade.

Meanwhile, Waymo’s robotaxis
have driven more than 20 million
fully autonomous miles and provid-
ed more than 2 million rides to pas-
sengers without encountering a se-
rious accident that resulted in its
operations being sidelined.

US worker charged with leaking classitied
documents on Israel’s plans to strike Iran

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A man who
worked for the U.S. government
has been charged with leaking
classified information assessing
Israel’s earlier plans to attack
Iran, according to court papers
filed Wednesday.

The man, identified as Asif Wil-
liam Rahman, was arrested by the
FBI this week in Cambodia and
was due to make his first court ap-
pearance in Guam.

He was indicted last week in

U.S. court in Virginia on two
counts of willful transmission of
national defense information —
felony charges that can can carry
significant prison sentences.

It was not immediately clear
whether Rahman had a lawyer or
which federal agency employed
him, but officials say he had top se-
cret security clearance.

The charges stem from the doc-
uments, attributed to the National
Geospatial-Intelligence  Agency
and National Security Agency, ap-

pearing last month on a channel of
the Telegram messaging app. The
documents noted that Israel was
still moving military assets in
place to conduct a military strike
in response to Iran’s blistering
ballistic missile attack on Oct. 1.

Israel carried out a retaliatory
attack on multiple sites in Iran in
late October.

The documents were sharable
within the “Five Eyes,” which are
the United States, Britain, Cana-
da, New Zealand and Australia.
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The 2024 National Toy Hall of Fame Inductees: My Little Pony, Phase 10, and Transformers.

My Little Pony in Toy Hall of Fame,
alongside Phase 10, Transformers

Associated Press

ROCHESTER, N.Y. — My Lit-
tle Pony finally made it to the win-
ner’s circle.

After years as an also-ran, the
pastel-colored ponies were en-
shrined in the National Toy Hall of
Fame on Tuesday, along with
Transformers action figures and
the Phase 10 card game.

The honorees rose to the top in
voting by a panel of experts and
the public from among 12 finalists.
This year’s field included: the par-
ty game Apples to Apples, bal-
loons, “Choose Your Own Adven-
ture” gamebooks, Hess Toy
Trucks, Pokémon Trading Card
Game, remote-controlled vehi-
cles, Sequence, the stick horse and
trampoline.

“These are three very deserv-
ing toys that showcase the wide
range of how people play,” Chris-
topher Bensch, vice president for
collections and chief curator, said
in a statement. “But for My Little

Pony in particular, this year is ex-
tra validating. The beloved toy
was a finalist seven times before
finally crossing the finish line!”

Hasbro’s mini-horses, distin-
guishable by different “cutie
marks” on their haunches, were
introduced in the 1980s and rein-
troduced in 2003, outselling even
Barbie for several years.

The collectibles were recog-
nized for encouraging fantasy and
storytelling — the kind of creative
play the Hall of Fame demands of
inductees — along with popularity
over time.

“The My Little Pony line has en-
dured for decades because it com-
bines several traditional forms of
doll play with children’s fascina-
tion with horses,” said Michelle
Parnett-Dwyer, curator of dolls
and toys. “The variety of figures
promotes collecting as a pastime.”

Phase 10 was introduced by in-
ventor and entrepreneur Ken
Johnson in 1982. Today, Mattel

sells 2 million decks of the card
game annually in 30 countries and
more than 20 languages. That
makes it one of the bestselling
card games in the world, accord-
ing to the Strong National Mu-
seum of Play in Rochester, where
the Toy Hall of Fame is housed.

In the style of rummy, the game
challenges players to collect
groups of cards to complete 10
phases in sequential order before
their opponents.

Transformers came along in the
1980s, when Hasbro bought the
rights to several existing Japanese
toy lines featuring transforming
robots. They were first marketed
with a cartoon and have since
graduated to a series of live-action
films. Social media sites allow for
debates over which figures are
must-haves, as well as demonstra-
tions of the sometimes complex
process of manipulating them
from robot to vehicle or other al-
ternate form.

STD epidemic
slows as cases
decrease in US

By MIKE STOBBE
Associated Press

NEW YORK — The U.S. syphi-
lis epidemic slowed dramatically
last year, gonorrhea cases fell and
chlamydia cases remained below
prepandemic levels, according to
federal data released Tuesday.

The numbers represented some
good news about sexually trans-
mitted diseases, which experi-
enced some alarming increases in
past years due to declining con-
dom use, inadequate sex educa-
tion, and reduced testing and
treatment when COVID-19 hit.

Last year, cases of the most in-
fectious stages of syphilis fell 10%
from the year before — the first
substantial decline in over two dec-
ades. Gonorrhea cases dropped
7%, marking a second straight year
of decline and bringing the num-
ber below what it was in 2019.

“I'mencouraged, and it’s been a
long time since I felt that way”
about the nation’s epidemic of sex-
ually transmitted infections, said
the CDC’s Dr. Jonathan Mermin.
“Something is working.”

More than 2.4 million cases of
syphilis, gonorrhea and chlamy-
dia were diagnosed and reported
last year — 1.6 million cases of
chlamydia, 600,000 of gonorrhea,
and more than 209,000 of syphilis.

Syphilis is a particular concern.
For centuries, it was a common
but feared infection that could de-
form the body and end in death.
New cases plummeted in the U.S.
starting in the 1940s when infec-
tion-fighting antibiotics became

widely available, and they trended
down for a half century after that.
By 2002, however, cases began
rising again, with men who have
sex with other men being dispro-
portionately affected.

The new report found cases of
syphilis in their early, most infec-
tious stages dropped 13% among
gay and bisexual men. It was the
first such drop since the agency
began reporting data for that
group in the mid-2000s.

However, there was a 12% in-
crease in the rate of cases of un-
known- or later-stage syphilis — a
reflection of people infected years
ago.

Cases of syphilis in newborns,
passed on from infected mothers,
also rose. There were nearly 4,000
cases, including 279 stillbirths
and infant deaths.

“This means pregnant women
are not being tested often
enough,” said Dr. Jeffrey Klausn-
er, a professor of medicine at the
University of Southern California.

What caused some of the STD
trends to improve? Several ex-
perts say one contributor is the
growing use of an antibiotic as a
“morning-after pill.” Studies have
shown that taking doxycycline
within 72 hours of unprotected sex
cuts the risk of developing syphi-
lis, gonorrhea and chlamydia.

In June, the CDC started rec-
ommending doxycycline as a
morning-after pill, specifically for
gay and bisexual men and trans-
gender women who recently had
an STD diagnosis.

Scientists think surtboard lights may prevent shark bites

Boston Herald

Let there be light!

That’s what shark researchers are saying
after finding that LED lights on surfboards
could be the key to preventing great white
shark bites.

The Australian scientists have published
the results of a six-year shark study that
could lead to a revolution in surfboard de-
sign.

“What we’ve been trying to do is under-
stand how sharks see their prey. And with
an understanding of that, see if we can cre-
ate some shark deterrents, which protect
people and also sharks,” said Macquarie
University Professor Nathan Hart.

The researchers went to the shark-infest-
ed waters of Mossel Bay in South Africa to
test out how lights impact great white
sharks.

While driving a boat, the researchers put
out on the water a seal-shaped foam decoy
—and saw how the sharks responded to that
decoy.

“What we found out is if you put lights on
the bottom of the decoys, the sharks leave
them alone,” Hart said. “And so we think this
tells us a lot about how sharks see the world,
and how they detect and target their prey.

“But it also potentially gives us an insight
into how we can develop a non-lethal shark
deterrent, especially for surfers,” he added.

This light strategy is based on the counte-
rillumination phenomenon in the ocean.

Some animals emit light from the under-
side of their body — which breaks up their
silhouette to a predator that’s looking at
them from below.

“We have shown these lights break up the
silhouette of the surfboard into smaller

pieces, and that’s clearly something that the
shark doesn’t recognize as prey,” Hart said.

“It’s sort of like an invisibility cloak but
with the exception that we’re splitting the
object, the visual silhouette, up into smaller
bits so it doesn’t all disappear,” he added.
“And the lights need to be fairly bright to
have this effect.”

Macquarie University Dr. Laura Ryan’s
previous research found that sharks are
possibly colorblind. Her research group al-
so discovered that sharks don’t see as much
detail as humans.

“They’re really good at detecting an ob-
ject from far away, but not so good at seeing
the fine detail of that object,” Ryan said.

“What we’re trying to do now is move
from seal decoys to a surfboard prototype
by embedding LEDs into the bottom of a
surfboard,” she added.

DISVERYI/AP
A great white shark in a scene from “Air

Jaws: Final Frontier” as part of Discovery’s
Shark Week.
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US says it will not limit Israel arms transfers

Biden administration cites some improvements in flow of aid to Gaza, wants to see more

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Biden
administration said Tuesday that
Israel has made some good but lim-
ited progress in increasing the flow
of humanitarian aid to Gaza and
will not limit arms transfers to Is-
rael as it had threatened to a month
ago if the situation had not im-
proved. Relief groups say condi-
tions are worse than at any point in
the 13-month-old war.

State Department spokesman
Vedant Patel told reporters the pro-
gress to date must be supplement-
ed and sustained but “we, at this
time, have not made an assessment
that the Israelis are in violation of
U.S. law.” It requires recipients of
military assistance to adhere to in-
ternational humanitarian law and
not impede the provision of such
aid.

“We are not giving Israel a pass,”
Patel said, adding that the steps Is-
rael has taken have not yet made a
significant enough difference. “We
want to see the totality of the hu-
manitarian situation improve, and
we think some of these steps will al-

low the conditions for that to contin-
ue to progress.”

The decision from the U.S. —Is-
rael’s key ally and largest provider
of arms — comes despite interna-
tional aid organizations declaring
that Israel has failed to meet U.S.
demands to allow greater humani-
tarian access to the Gaza Strip.
Hunger experts have warned that
the north may already be expe-
riencing famine.

The Biden administration last
month set a deadline expiring
Tuesday for Israel to “surge” more
food and other emergency aid into
the Palestinian territory or risk the
possibility of scaled-back military
support as Israel wages offensives
against Hamasin Gazaand Hezbol-
lahin Lebanon.

The obstaclesfacingaid distribu-
tion were on this display this week.
Even after the Israeli military gave
permission for a delivery to the
northernmost part of Gaza — vir-
tually cut off from food for more
than a month by an Israeli siege —
the United Nations said it couldn’t
delivermostofitbecause of turmoil

and restrictions from Israeli troops
on the ground.

In the south, hundreds of truck-
loads of aid are sitting on the Gaza
side of the border because the U.N.
saysitcannot reach them to distrib-
ute the aid — again because of the
threat of lawlessness, theft and Is-
raeli military restrictions.

Dozens of people stood in long
lines Tuesday waiting to receive
food packages distributed by U.N.
agencies in the southern Gaza city
of Khan Younis.

“We hope that the world would
sympathize with us because of this
affliction we are in,” Salim Abu
Mansisaid. “Lifeis poverty,and the
country is getting worse every
day.”

Israel opened a new crossing in
central Gaza, outside the city of
Deir al-Balah, for aid to enter. It al-
so announced a small expansion of
its coastal “humanitarian zone,”
where hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians are sheltering in tent
camps. It connected electricity for
a desalination plant in Deir al-Ba-
lah. But the effect was unclear.

President Joe Biden met Tues-
day at the White House with Israeli
President Isaac Herzog, but they
didn’t speak publicly about the aid
issue. White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre said the U.S.
knew how dire the conditions were
and would keep discussing with Is-
rael the extra steps it needs to take.

Eight international groups said
inareportthatthe country alsotook
actions “that dramatically wors-
ened the situation on the ground,
particularly in Northern Gaza. ...
That situation is in an even more
dire state today than a month ago.”

The report listed 19 measures of
compliance with the U.S. demands,
saying Israel had failed to comply
with 15 and only partially complied
with four. It was co-signed by Ane-
ra, Care, MedGlobal, Mercy Corps,
the Norwegian Refugee Council,
Oxfam, Refugees International
and Save the Children.

In an Oct. 13 letter, the U.S. gave
Israel 30 days, among other things,
to allow a minimum of 350 truck-
loads of goods into Gaza each day;
open a fifth crossing; allow people

in coastal tent camps to move in-
land before the winter; and ensure
access for aid groups to northern
Gaza. It also called on Israel to halt
legislation that would hinder oper-
ations of the U.N. agency for Pales-
tinianrefugees,knownas UNRWA.

Aid levels remain far below the
U.S. benchmarks. Access to north-
ern Gaza remains restricted, and
Israel has pressed ahead with its
laws against UNRWA.

Israel launched a major offen-
sive last month in the north, where
it says Hamas militants had re-
grouped. The operation has killed
hundreds of people and displaced
tens of thousands.

Through October and the first
days of November, Israel allowed
nofoodtoenterthe area, wheretens
of thousands of civilians have
stayed despite evacuation orders.

Last week, Israel allowed 11
trucks to go to Beit Hanoun, one of
the north’s hardest-hit towns. But
the World Food Organization said
troops at a checkpoint forced its
trucks to unload their cargo before
reaching shelters.

Philippines says it will cooperate
if ICC seeks Duterte’s custody

By Jim GomEZ
Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines— The Phi-
lippine government said Wednes-
day its law enforcement agencies
will be bound to cooperate if the In-
ternational Criminal Court seeks
the custody of former President Ro-
drigoDuterteas partofaninvestiga-
tion into thousands of deaths during
his crackdown onillegal drugs.

The Hague-based court has been
investigating the widespread Kkill-
ings that took place while Duterte
was mayor of the southern Philip-
pine city of Davao and later as presi-
dent from 2016 to 2020, as a possible
crime against humanity.

Human rights groups estimate
the deaths could exceed 20,000 dur-
ing Duterte’s presidency alone. The
bloody campaign alarmed Western
governments and led to complaints
that sparked the investigation by the
ICC, a court of last resort for crimes
that countries are unwilling or un-
able to prosecute themselves.

Under intense grilling in a tele-
vised  congressional  inquiry
Wednesday, the brash-speaking
Duterte gave conflicting statements
whether he would submit himself to
the global court for investigation.

“The ICC does not scare me a bit.
They can come here anytime,” Du-
terte told members of the House of
Representatives conducting the in-
quiry. “I'm asking the ICC to hurry
up and come here and start the in-

AaRroN FaviLa/AP

Former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, left, listens beside
former Sen. Leila de Lima during a joint committee hearing of the
House of Representatives investigating the war on drugs during his
administration in Quezon City, Philippines, on Wednesday.

vestigation tomorrow.”

“This issue has been hanging for
many years and I may already die,”
the 79-year-old said. “If I'm found
guilty,Icangotoprisonandrotthere
for all time.”

Executive Secretary Lucas Ber-
samin, the most senior Cabinet
member, said if Duterte “desires to
surrenderhimselftothejurisdiction
of the ICC, the government will nei-
therobjecttoitnormovetoblock the
fulfillment of his desire.”

“But if the ICC refers the process
to Interpol, which may then trans-
mit ared notice to the Philippine au-

thorities, the government will feel
obliged to consider the red notice as
arequest tobe honored,” he said.

A red notice flags law enforce-
ment worldwide to locate and tem-
porarily arrest a person pending ex-
tradition or surrender.

Duterte withdrew the Philippines
from ICC in 2019 in a move activists
said was an attempt to evade ac-
countability and prevent aninterna-
tional probe into the drug killings.
However, the ICC still has jurisdic-
tion over alleged crimes committed
when the country was still a mem-
ber state of the court.

S. Korea’s Yoon takes up

golf

again to bond with Trump

By HyunG-31Nn Kim
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol
has dusted off his golf clubs in an
attempt to forge a bond with Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump, an avid
lover of the game.

The presidential office said
Tuesday that Yoon began practic-
ing the game for the first time in
eight years in preparation for a
possible round of golf with Trump.

Since his election, Trump’s
“America first” approach has
raised concerns it could negativ-
ely affect the U.S. defense com-
mitment to South Korea and hurt
the trade interests of the North-
east Asian country in various
ways, including increased tariffs.

Some experts say it’s important
to build a close personal friend-
ship with Trump during the tran-
sition period before he formally
takes office in January.

“Much could depend on wheth-
er Yoonis able to strike up positive
chemistry with Trump immedi-
ately during the transition and fos-
ter a close personal friendship to
convince him to want to support
and advance Seoul’s interests,”
said Duyeon Kim, a senior analyst
at the Center for a New American
Security in Washington.

Yoon and Trump discussed
strengthening bilateral coopera-
tion and agreed to hold an in-per-
son meeting soon during a phone

call on Thursday. The South Ko-
rean president told reporters later
that while things couldn’t remain
the same as under the Biden ad-
ministration, “we have been pre-
paring to hedge these risks for a
long time.”

And apparently, a game of golf
may be what’s needed.

Local media said Yoon went to a
Seoul golf course on Saturday, but
the presidential office said it
couldn’t confirm
the reports.

A senior presi-
dential official,
speaking on con-
dition of ano-
nymity in a back-
ground briefing,
said that while
he didn’t know
how hard Yoon practiced golf,
training was necessary as “our
president also has to hit a ball
properly to get conversations go-
ing on” with Trump, who has “out-
standing” golf skills.

Yoon isn’t the first world leader
to try to use golf to develop rela-
tions with Trump.

When he was in office, Japan’s
assassinated prime minister,
Shinzo Abe, struck up a personal
friendship with then-President
Trump, on the greens of golf clubs
both in Japan and the U.S. In 2017,
Abe said that a round of golf with
Trump was a good chance to relax
and discuss difficult issues.

Yoon
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Russian parliament advances bill to ban
adoptions by gender-transition countries

Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russia’s lower
house of parliament on Tuesday
passed final reading of a bill to ban
adoption of Russian children by citi-
zens of countries where gender
transitioning is legal.

The measure, which now goes to
the upper house of parliament and
then to President Vladimir Putin for
signing into law, follows an array of
measures in recent years suppress-
ing non-traditional sexuality.

State Duma Speaker Vyacheslav
Volodin, who authored the bill, said
onthe Telegram messaging app that

“it is extremely important to elimi-
nate possible dangers in the form of
gender reassignment that adopted
children may face in these coun-
tries.”

He listed at least 1S countries that
thelaw would apply to, most of them
in Europe but including Australia,
Argentina and Canada. Adoption of
Russian children by U.S. citizens
was banned in 2012.

Putin and other top officials in re-
cent years have increasingly called
for observing so-called “traditional
values” as a counter to Western lib-
eralism characterized as degener-

ate.

Russia last year banned gender-
transition medical procedures and
its Supreme Court declared the
LGBTQ+ “movement” to be extre-
mist.

In 2022, Putin signed a law pro-
hibiting the distribution of
LGBTQ+ information to people of
all ages, expanding a ban issued in
2013 on disseminating the material
to minors. The parliament is also
considering a measure that would
criminalize “propaganda” that dis-
courages people from having chil-
dren.

Bali volcanic eruption grounds some flights

Associated Press

DENPASAR, Indonesia—Sever-
al international airlines canceled
flights to and from Indonesia’s tour-
istisland of Balion Wednesday asan
ongoing volcanic eruption left trav-
elers stranded at airports.

Tourists told The Associated
Press that they have been stuck at
Bali’s airport since Tuesday after

their flights were suddenly can-
celed.

“The airline did not provide ac-
commodation, leaving us stranded
at this airport,” said Charlie Austin
from Perth, Australia, who was on
vacation in Bali with his family.

Mount Lewotobi Laki Laki volca-
no on the remote island of Flores in
East Nusa Tenggara province has

spewed towering columns of hot ash
high into the air since its initial huge
eruptiononNov.4Kkilled nine people
and injured dozens of others.

The 5,197-foot volcano shotup ash
atleast17 timeson Tuesday, withthe
largestcolumnrecorded atSY2miles
high, the Center for Volcanology
and Geological Disaster Mitigation
said in a statement.

Scholz to ask for vote
of confidence Dec. 16

Associated Press

BERLIN — German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz said Wednesday that he
will ask for a vote of confidence on
Dec. 16, paving the way for early
parliamentary elections in Febru-
ary. He declared his plans during a
speech in parliament, a week after
his three-party coalition govern-
ment collapsed.

Germany has been governed
since 2021 by a coalition led by
Scholz’s left-leaning Social Demo-
crats, which included the smaller
pro-business Free Democrats and
the Greens. It was an uneasy and
fractious alliance, and it fell apart
when Scholz fired Finance Minister
Christian Lindner of the Free Dem-
ocratsinalate-night move following
disagreements over how to revive
the shrinking economy.

“The date at the end of February
has now been set and I am very
grateful for that,” Scholz said, add-
ing that he would try to pass impor-
tant legislation through parliament
before that, such as financial sup-

port for children of poor families, or
amendmentstothe country’s consti-
tution to make the highest court
more resilient to
possible political
interference.

He said he
would submit a
request for a vote
of confidence on
Dec.11,sothatthe
Bundestag can
decide on this on
Dec.16. The chancellor had initially
wanted to have an early election on-
ly by late March—ahead of the vote
that is regularly scheduled for Sep-
tember 202S. However, the center-
right Christian opposition pushed
for a quicker vote in the parliament
to speed up the next election.

In the end, party leaders across
the political spectrum agreed on
Wednesday on the two dates for the
vote of confidence and the new elec-
tionon Feb. 23.

Scholz has said he wants to run as
chancellor candidate again.

Schoz
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Saks Fifth Avenue to
change holiday display

NEW YORK—Dazzling

displays of synchronized
lights on the facade of Saks Fifth
Avenue’s flagship store in midtown
Manhattan across from Rockefeller
Plaza have thrilled holiday visitors
foryears.

But the store’s holiday display
will look a bit different this year, a
spokesperson confirmed Monday.

“In our 100th year, which also
marks the anniversary of the flag-
ship, we are celebrating the season
by honoring the architectural signif-
icance of this iconic building, ele-
gantly illuminating the facade and
framing the holiday windows, as
well as highlighting the fashion for
which Saks Fifth Avenue is known,”
the spokesperson said in an emailed
statement.

The holiday windows will be on
display later this month.

Harriet Tubman named a
general in National Guard

M CHURCH CREEK —

Revered abolitionist
Harriet Tubman, who was the first
woman to oversee an American mil-
itary action during a time of war,
was posthumously awarded the
rank of general on Monday.

Dozens gathered on Veterans
Day at the Harriet Tubman Under-
ground Railroad State Park in
Maryland’s Dorcester County for a
formal ceremony making Tubmana
one-star brigadier general in the
state’s National Guard.

Tubman escaped slavery in 1849
and settled in Philadelphia. Intent
on helping others achieve freedom,
she established the Underground
Railroad network and led other en-
slaved Black women and men to
freedom. She then channeled those
experiences as a scout, spy and
nurse for the Union Army during
the Civil War, helping guide 150
Black soldiers on a gunboat raid in
South Carolina.

The reading of the official order
was followed by a symbolic pinning
ceremony with Tubman’s great-
great-great-grandniece, Tina
Wyatt.

Yale to offer a course
on Beyoncé, her legacy

CT NEW HAVEN — With a

record 99 Grammy nom-
inations and acclaim as one of the
most influential artists in music his-
tory, pop superstar Beyoncé and her
expansive culturallegacy willbe the
subject of a new course at Yale Uni-
versity nextyear.

Titled “Beyoncé Makes History:
Black Radical Tradition, Culture,
Theory & Politics Through Music,”
the one-credit class will focus on the
period from her 2013 self-titled al-
bum through this year’s genre-defy-
ing “Cowboy Carter” and how the
world-famous singer, songwriter
and entrepreneur has generated
awareness and engagement in so-
cial and political ideologies.

Yale University’s African Ameri-
can Studies Professor Daphne
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Trump house still standing

MicHAEL S. WiLLiamsoN/The Washington Post
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The “Trump House” in Latrobe, Pa. — a vacant rental property owned by Leslie Rossi, according to roadsideamerica.com — draws fans from all
over the country. The home is painted red, white and blue and features a 14-foot cutout of President-elect Donald Trump.

Brooks intends to use the perform-
er’'s wide-ranging repertoire, in-
cluding footage of her live perfor-
mances, as a “portal” for students to
learn about Black intellectuals,
from Frederick Douglass to Toni
Morrison.

Teachers in 3 towns strike
over pay and leave policies

BOSTON — Teachers

in three Massachusetts
communities fighting for new con-
tracts pushed forward with their de-
mands Monday as parents braced
for more canceled classes on Tues-
day.

Teachersin Beverly and Glouces-
ter voted last Thursday to authorize
astrike,and schools were closed Fri-
day as teachers in both districts hit
the picket line over pay, paid paren-
tal leave and other issues.

In a third community, Marble-
head, teachers voted to take to the
picket lines on Tuesday.

Schools were closed Monday for
Veterans Day.

In Gloucester, the union in the
2,800-student district is asking for
eight weeks of fully paid parental
leave, two weeks at 75% and two
weeks at S0%. It also wants signifi-
cant pay increases for paraprofes-
sionals, safer conditions for students
and more prep time for elementary
school teachers.

The Beverly Teachers Associa-
tion in a statement said last week
that they were pushing for smaller
class sizes in the 4,500-student dis-
trict, 12 weeks of paid parental leave

and a “living wage” for paraprofes-
sionals or teacher assistants whose
starting salary is $20,000.

Shelter dog buddies
adopted together

S GREENVILLE — Shel-

ter dogs Rellie and
Boone bonded in their loneliness.
They both had been passed up for
adoption many times.

Rellie —a 4-year-old retriever
mix—arrived at the Greenville Hu-
mane Society last December, after
she was transferred from another
shelter. She was skittish when meet-
ing strangers and took a while to
warm up.

But when she did, shelter staff
said she was a stand-out pup.

“Every single person on our staff
fell in love with her,” said Emily
Zheng, a marketing manager at the
shelter.

They could not interest any pro-
spective adopters in the black pup
with pointy ears and white patches
on her snout and chest.

Then Boone—a 6-year-old hound
— showed up at the shelter in May.
He had been surrendered by his
Oowner.

Asadeaf dog, he, too, had difficul-
ty getting adopted. And so, in similar
positions, Boone and Rellie spent a
ton of time together. Staff noticed
they seemed to be happiest when
they were in each other’s company.

Daniel Boone and his girlfriend
Graecyn Boyd had been hoping to
adopt a dog, and kept their eyes out
for pups. When they stumbled upon

a post on social media about Rellie,
they were intrigued.

“When we had seen that, we were
like ‘Rellie’s probably the one we
were looking for,” ” said Boone.

Theyhad not planned toadopttwo
dogs, but when staff suggested Rel-
lie’s buddy Boone, it seemed meant
tobe. After all, Boone the doghas the
same name as Boone the human.

“One of the things that drew me to
Boone is he has the same name as
me,” Boone said.

The couple decided to keep the
doggie duo together. They adopted
both dogs on Oct. 16, and staff was
elated.

Historic penthouse with a
gold dome on market

NEW YORK — Greg

Carr says he knew he
had tobuy the penthouse at170 Fifth
Ave. when it first came up for sale in
2001. The midrise prewar building
had been converted into condos for
the first time, and he liked the down-
town location across from the Flati-
ron Building.

“I love architecture, and I love
New York City, and I thought to my-
self, ‘OK, there’s a building with a
40-foot gold dome on Fifth Avenue
— is it going to get any better than
that?’ ” Carr said.

Carr, the co-founder of Boston
Technology and chair of early inter-
net service provider Prodigy,
bought the apartment for $7 million.
Now he’s listed the penthouse with
Lawrence Treglia and Claire
Groome of Sotheby’s International

Realty for $25 million. For that, a
buyer gets 5,000 square feetin a du-
plex loft, with four bedrooms, three
bathrooms and exclusive roof ac-
cess with 360-degree views of Man-
hattan.

Frat expels students
accused of hate crimes

M BALTIMORE — Sig-

ma Alpha Epsilon ex-
pelled the studentsintheirorganiza-
tion who are accused of being in-
volved in a hate crime incident in
October at Salisbury University in
Wicomico County, a spokesperson
for the national organization said
Monday.

“Sigma Alpha Epsilon was disap-
pointed tolearn about the events de-
scribedin Salisbury University’sre-
cent communications, in which for-
mer members of our organization
wereinvolvedinanincidentoncam-
pus. These individuals’ actions do
not align with the values of our orga-
nization or reflect the principles of
our Fraternity’s creed, The True
Gentleman,” David Pascarella, di-
rector of communications for the or-
ganization, said in a statement.

The action comes after 12 stu-
dents from Salisbury were arrested
and charged last week. Police said
the incident took place in an off-
campus apartment, where the
group used the LGBTQ+ dating app
Grindr to lure the victim “under
false pretenses” and then filmed the
assault.

From wire reports
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End of TV's ‘Outlander’ in sight

Stars Caitriona Balfe, Sam Heughan wrap production on hit show based on book series

By Nick1 FINLAY
Associated Press

“Outlander” is resuming soon with the
second half of its seventh season, but its
stars have already wrapped official produc-
tion on the show’s eighth and final season.

Caitriona Balfe and Sam Heughan, who
have played time traveler Claire and 18th
century Highlander Jamie since the show
began, recently teased their bittersweet
goodbye. Speaking less than a fortnight af-
ter their official wrap day, the stars de-
scribed filming their final scene for the up-
coming season.

“It was very emotional. I was very emo-
tional,” Balfe said.

“Iwas, too,” Heughan agreed. “We ended
on a scene, well, I think — it was quite tough
to do because it was a real Jamie-Claire mo-
ment, so it felt quite fitting. And I think they
scheduled it like that. But it was also quite
intense because a lot of the crew came to

sort of celebrate or watch the final take of
the final scene.”

“And there were a lot of words,” added
Balfe. “It was really hard to get through it
because it also felt like everything had sort
of this double meaning, you know; it’s a lot
of talk about goodbyes and things.”

Based on the books by Diana Gabaldon
and mostly filmed in Scotland, the long-run-
ning show has leapt across time periods, in-
cluding the Jacobite Rising, 1740s Ver-
sailles, 1960s Boston, the Revolutionary
War — and more.

“I played Jamie when he was 23 and now
he’s sort of around 60. So it’s quite a jour-
ney,” said Heughan. “The show is always
changing, always moving. It’s areal journey
that they’ve been on from Scotland to Amer-
ica. And I thinkit’s very rewarding. I'm glad
we weren’t in a sort of procedural where we
had to be in the same location all the time.”

The concluding half of Season 7, which

resumes Dec. 20 on AFN-Spectrum, begins
with the couple returning to Jamie’s home-
land of Scotland, before America— and the
rebel cause in the Revolutionary War —
calls again.

“Returning home obviously is going to be
so rewarding for Jamie, but also for the
fans,” Heughan said, “because I think the
fans, they get to see a lot of, their favorite
characters and their favorite locations.”

The latest episodes weave in storylines
involving Claire and Jamie’s time-traveling
daughter Brianna and her husband Roger
(Sophie Skelton and Richard Rankin) and
Jamie’s nephew Ian (John Bell), as well as
Jamie’s secret son William (Charles Van-
dervaart) and the British lord who is raising
him.

The “Outlander” universe will eventually
expand with the upcoming prequel “Out-
lander: Blood of My Blood,” about Jamie
and Claire’s parents.

EvAN AcosTiNI, INvisioN/AP

Sam Heughan, left, and Caitriona Balfe,
shown Oct. 16, say they have filmed the
last scenes of the popular “Outlander”
television series.

Krasinski named People’s

Timothy West, British actor
of stage and screen, dies at 90

Sexiest Man Alive for 2024 | §

Associated Press

Let the office debates begin —
John Krasinski is People maga-
zine’s Sexiest Man Alive for 2024.

The magazine announced the
actor-writer-director as its pick
Tuesday night during “The Late
Show with Stephen Colbert.”

Krasinski starred in “The Of-
fice” before launching the “Quiet
Place” franchise and leading the
action series “Jack Ryan.” He
joked in an interview with the
magazine that he’s hoping his
wife, fellow actor Emily Blunt,
makes good on a promise to plas-
ter the cover as wallpaper at their
home.

He takes the mantle from last
year’s honoree, Patrick Dempsey.

Krasinski, 45, told People that
his immediate reaction to the hon-
or was “just immediate blackout,
actually. Zero thoughts.” He add-
ed that he thought he might be get-
ting pranked.

He burst to fame playing the

floppy-haired, lanky Jim on the
U.S. version of the mockumentary
“The Office,” and transitioned in-
to the clean-cut, muscular action
star on Amazon’s “Jack Ryan,”
playing the Tom Clancy character
previously portrayed by Alec
Baldwin, Harrison Ford and Ben
Affleck on the big screen. He also
co-wrote, directed and starred in
“A Quiet Place,” which has grown
into a three-film franchise, and
created the short-lived but im-
mensely popular pandemic-era
web series “Some Good News.”

He debuted his sixth directorial
effort this year, “IF,” a film about
imaginary friends that also fea-
tured Blunt.

The couple have two daughters
together.

Krasinski told People in the is-
sue that’s on newsstands on Fri-
day that the honor is likely to re-
sult in more than just jokes at
home.

“I'think it’s going to make me do

AP

John Krasinski said his Sexiest
Man Alive designation by People
magazine might earn him some
extra chores around the house.

more household chores,” he
quipped.

Now in its 40th year, the first
Sexiest Man Alive was Mel Gib-
son. Other past recipients include
Brad Pitt, George Clooney, John
F. Kennedy Jr., David Beckham,
Michael B. Jordan, John Legend,
Dwayne Johnson, Paul Rudd and
Pierce Brosnan.

Associated Press

British actor Timothy West,
who played wartime leader Win-
ston Churchill on three occasions
and the classic titular Shakes-
peare roles of Hamlet, King Lear
and Macbeth, has died, He was
90.

In a statement, his children said
that West died “peacefully” in his
sleep “with his friends and family
at the end.”

During his long career, West
was a regular presence on stage
and screen, his versatility allow-
ing him to play a broad range of
characters. He excelled as a lead-
ing actor in numerous Shakes-
peare productions while recur-
ring roles in British television’s
two most popular soap operas,
“Coronation Street” and “EastEn-
ders,” kept him in the public eye
in later life.

West, who was born in the north
England city of Bradford, made
his London stage debut in 1959,

before joining the Royal Shakes-
peare Company in the 1960s,
where he earned his acting chops.

On television, he had roles in
numerous adaptations of Charles
Dickens’ novels,
including “Hard
Times”, “Oliver
Twist” and
“Bleak House”.
“Hard Times”
was parodied in
ITV’'s “Brass”
from 1982 to
1984, in which he
played a ruthless self-made busi-
nessman.

West played Churchill three
times, in 1979’s “From Churchill
and the Generals,” “The Last Bas-
tion” five years later and in “Hi-
roshima” in 199S.

He was married for 61 years to
actress Prunella Scales, who was
most famous for her role as Sybil
Fawlty in the classic 1970s BBC
comedy “Fawlty Towers.”

West

Denzel Washington’s plans include role in ‘Black Panther 3’

Los Angeles Times

Denzel Washington could pay a visit to
Wakanda before closing out his illustrious
acting career. And he has an itinerary full of
films to go with that trip.

Appearing on an Australian talk show
this week, the two-time Oscar winner con-
firmed a potential development in Marvel’s
“Black Panther” franchise, saying that
“Black Panther 3” will be among the final
projects he takes on before retiring.

The “Glory” and “Training Day” star said
that director Ryan Coogler — who helmed
and co-wrote the 2018 Marvel blockbuster
and its 2022 sequel, “Wakanda Forever” —
is writing Washington a part in a potential

third installment. He
broached the subject
when saying he felt no
trepidation about working
with Ridley Scott on the
upcoming “Gladiator II1.”
“For me, it’s about the
filmmaker, especially at
this point in my career.
I'm only interested in working with the
best,” Washington said on Australia’s “To-
day.” “I don’t know how many more films
I'm going to make. It’s probably not that
many. I want to do things I haven’t done.”
The 69-year-old actor, to be seen next in
Ridley Scott’s “Gladiator II,” outlined

Washington

what’s left for him on the acting side.

“I played Othello at 22. T am about to play
Othello at 70,” he said, referring to the 2025
Broadway production co-starring Jake Gyl-
lenhaal. “After that, I’'m playing Hannibal.
After that, I’'ve been talking to Steve
McQueen about a film. After that, Ryan
Coogler is writing a part for me in the next
‘Black Panther.” After that, I'm going to do
the film ‘Othello.” After that, I'm going to do
King Lear. After that, I'm going to retire.”

Marvel has yet to announce a third
“Black Panther” film, let alone Coogler’s in-
volvement in another installment of the
popular franchise. Representatives for Dis-
ney and Coogler did not immediately re-

spond to requests for comment.

Washington was already indirectly in-
volved in “Black Panther’s” success, ac-
cording to its late star, Chadwick Boseman.
The T’Challa actor revealed that Washing-
ton played a consequential role in its mak-
ing: paying Boseman’s tuition for summer
acting classes at Oxford University.

“There is no ‘Black Panther’ without
Denzel Washington,” Boseman said in 2019
when he helped honor Washington with an
AFT Life Achievement Award.

“And not just because of me. But my
whole cast, that generation, stands on your
shoulders,” said Boseman, who died from
colon cancer in 2020.
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OPINION

Victorious GOP again falling for the mandate trap

By JonAH GOLDBERG
Tribune Content Agency
n September, I wrote, “No matter who
wins, the next president will declare
that they have a ‘mandate’ to do some-
thing. And they will be wrong.”

Iwas wrong in one sense.

Now, Istill think theidea of mandates are al-
ways conceptually flawed and often ridicu-
lous. The only relevant constitutional man-
date Donald Trump enjoys is the mandate to
be sworn in as president.

Think about this way: Trump’s coalition to-
gethercontainsfactionsthat disagree withone
another on many things. Assume that self-de-
scribed Republicans are Trump voters. Ac-
cording to the exit polls, about a third (29%) of
voters who support legal abortion voted for
Trump, while 91% of those who think it should
be illegal voted for him. There are similar di-
vides over support for Israel, mass deporta-
tionofimmigrants and otherissues. Heck,12%
of voters who think his views are “too ex-
treme” nonetheless voted for him. Five per-
cent of the people who would feel “concerned
or scared” if he were elected still backed him
at the polls.

Inshort, whatever Trump believes hisman-
date is, at least some of the people who voted
forhim will have differentideas. Save for deal-
ing with inflation and righting the economy,
there’s very little that he can do that won’t re-
sult in some people saying, “This isn’t what I
voted for.” (Even if you believe in mandates,
how big could Trump’s be givenit’s tied as the
44th-best showing ever in the Electoral Col-
lege?)

None of this is unique to Trump. Presiden-

tial electoral coalitions always have internal
contradictions. FDR had everyone from pro-
gressive Blacks and Jews to Dixiecrats and
Klansmen in his column.

Many people seem to think that politics is
what happens during elections. But politics
never stops. Once elected, the venue for poli-
tics changes. Presidents believe, understan-
dably, that they were elected to do what they
campaigned on. The challenge is that Con-
gress and state governments are full of people
who won an election too. And they often have
theirownideas about what their “mandate”is.
Postelection politics is about dealing with that
reality.

Which gets me to what I got wrong. Al-
though voters generally may not have spoken
with anything like one voice on various poli-
cies, Republican voters voted for Republicans
who would be loyal to, and supportive of,
Trump. In other words, whether it fits some
political scientist’s definition of a mandate,
Republican senators and representatives be-
lieve that they have amandate toback Trump.

The jockeying to replace Mitch McConnell
as majority leader in the next Senate makes
this so clear, it’s not even subtext, it’s just text.
The three GOP contenders, John Thune of
South Dakota,John Cornyn of Texas,and Rick
Scott of Florida, are falling over each other to
reassure Trump and everyone else that they
will do everything possible to confirm
Trump’s appointees with breakneck speed.

Thune, until recently the favorite forthejob,
said in a statement, “One thing is clear: We
mustact quickly and decisively toget the pres-
ident’s cabinet and other nominees in place as
soon as possible tostart delivering on the man-

date we’vebeensenttoexecute,and alloptions
areonthetabletomake thathappen,including
recess appointments.”

Thune was playing catch-up to Scott, who’d
already signaled that he’d be Trump’s loyal
vassal in the Senate. This earned him the sup-
portofElon Musk and other backers who want
Trump to be as unrestrained as possible.

An honorable and serious man of institu-
tionalist instincts, Thune is simply dealing
with the political reality of today’s GOP. The
argument that anyone inside the Republican
Party should do anything other than “let
Trump be Trump” is over, at least in public.

Given that only 43% of voters said Trump
hasthemoral charactertobe president (16%of
his own voters said he doesn’t), this could lead
to some challenging political choices for the
party.

Once again, a victorious party is sticking its
head in the mandate trap. In the 21st century,
Yuval Levin writes, presidents “win elections
because their opponents were unpopular, and
then — imagining the public has endorsed
their party activists’ agenda — they use the
power of their office to make themselves un-
popular.” Thisis why the incumbent party lost
for the third time in a row in 2024, a feat not
seen since the 19th century.

Hence theirony of the mandate trap. In the-
ory, Trump could solidify and build on his win-
ning coalition, but that would require disap-
pointing the people insisting he has amandate
to do whatever he wants. Which is why it’s un-
likely to happen.

Jonah Goldberg is editor-in-chief of The Dispatch and the host
of The Remnant podcast.

Trump is using his ‘January Seventh Test’ of loyalty

By KArReN TumuLTY
The Washington Post
resident-elect Donald Trump has
made it no secret that loyalty will
be his chief criterion in putting to-
gether his incoming administra-
tion.

His early picks, however, suggest he has a
specific standard of fealty—one that ensures
thatthose around him willnot check his worst
and most dangerous impulses.

Call it the January Seventh Test.

Clearing that bar are those who, after
Trump incited his supporters to overturn his
2020 election defeat by storming the Capitol
building on Jan. 6, 2021, minimized his re-
sponsibility for the bloody siege. If they man-
aged to stomach what Trump did that day, it
should be assumed they would not stand in
the way of any further trampling of demo-
cratic norms that the returning president
might order.

We don’t know yet who he will name to a
numberoftopjobs,including attorney gener-
al. But it is already clear that Trump will de-
mand subservience, especially in law en-
forcement, foreign policy and national secur-
ity, where he often felt thwarted by his own
appointees during his first term.

The president-elect has granted some in-
dulgences. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla.,nowre-
ported to be the selection for secretary of
state, waged a bitter campaign against
Trump for the 2016 GOP nomination, brand-
inghima“conartist” unfit for the Oval Office.

Rubio’stransformation since then, though,
has been a marvel.

Although he had initially called the ram-
page at the Capitol “one of the saddest daysin

our history” and “a national embarrass-
ment,” by a year later, Rubio was scoring an
Aonthe January Seventh Test. When Senate
Republican Leader Mitch McConnell re-
ferred to what happened as a “violent insur-
rection with the purpose of trying topreventa
peaceful transfer of power after alegitimate-
ly certified election,” the Florida senator in-
sisted that “riot” was the more accurate word
to use. “There was no way they were going to
overthrow the government,” Rubio said.

It sounded like another way of saying that
since it didn’t work, it was not such abig deal.

But that wasn’t as egregious as what then-
Rep.LeeZeldinof New York, Trump’s choice
to head the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, said on the very day of the attack.

“This isn’t just about the president of the
United States,” he declared. “This is about
people on the left and their double stan-
dards.”

The true culprits for the violence, Zeldin
suggested, were “rogue state actors.”

Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., whom the in-
coming president plans toinstall as this coun-
try’s representative to the United Nations, is
another shape-shifting former Trump skep-
tic who now echoes his use of the term “host-
ages” torefer to those sentenced to prison for
theirroles in the Capitol attack.

Rep. Mike Waltz, R-Fla., who is set to be-
come national security adviser, took issue
with Trump’sdescriptionofJan.6asa“day of
love,” I'll give him that. But he also said Dem-
ocratic comparisons of the attack to 9/11 or
Pearl Harbor were “insane.”

Some of these choices, it should be noted,
are not as disturbing as others Trump might
have made. The hawkish Rubio, forinstance,

is a stronger pick and less of a MAGA syco-
phant than, say, former acting director of na-
tional intelligence Richard Grenell, who
campaigned hard to be the nation’s chief dip-
lomat.

Butwe have learned that the inside story of
Trump’s first stint in the White House was
one in which those around him acted as guar-
drails at critical moments — when, for in-
stance, he raised the possibility of firing Pa-
triotmissilesinto Mexicototake outdrugcar-
tels and then making it look as if another
country were responsible. It fell to his
stunned defense secretary, Mark Esper, to
inform the commander in chief that the idea
was ludicrous.

In his memoir about his time in the Trump
administration, Esper also recalled that the
president wanted to put 10,000 active-duty
troops on the streets of Washington in 2020 to
deal with the demonstrations against police
brutality that followed the Killing of George
Floyd. Referring to the protesters, Trump
asked: “Can’t you just shoot them?”

Esper was one of five defense secretaries
to serve during Trump’s first term. Standing
up to the president on questions like that got
him fired. But it could have been worse.
Trump has gone so far as to say that his one-
time chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Ar-
my Gen. Mark Milley, should be tried for
treason — a crime punishable by execution.

Give Trump this much, though: People
who agree to serve in this administration
have been put on notice of exactly what it is
that they are signing up for.

Karen Tumulty is a Washington Post associate editor and
columnist covering national politics.
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SCOREBOARD

COLLEGE FOOTBALL PRO FOOTBALL COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Tuesday’s scores

EAST
Buffalo 51, Ball State 48, OT
MIDWEST

Bowling Green 31, Western Michigan 13
Toledo 37, Central Michigan 10

Schedule
Thursday’s games
SOUTH
4Gsr)ambling St. (5-5) at Alabama A&M

SOUTHWEST
East Carolina (5-4) at Tulsa (3-6)
Friday’s games
SOUTH

Howard (4-6) at NC Central (6-3)
SOUTHWEST
North Texas (5-4) at UTSA (4-5)
FAR WEST

Wyoming (2-7) at Colorado St. (6-3)
UCLA (4-5) at Washington (5-5)
Houston (4-5) at Arizona (3-6)

Saturday’s games
EAST

NC A&T (1-9) at Towson (5-5)

Liberty (6-2) at Umass (2-7)

Sacred Heart (4-6) at Merrimack (4-5)
Princeton (2-6) at Yale (5-3)

Tulane (8-2) at Navy (7-2)

Clemson (7-2) at Pittsburgh (7-2)
Bucknell (5-5) at Holy Cross (4-6)
Presbyterian (4-6) at Marist (1-9)
Columbia (5-3) at Brown (3-5)

Robert Morris (6- 4) at CCSU (5-5)
Colgate (2-8) at Lehigh (6-

Villanova (8-2) at Monmouth (NJ) (4-6)
Wagner (4-6) at Duquesne (7-2)

St. Francis (Pa.) (3-6) at LIU Brooklyn

3-7

Stonehill (1-8) at Lafa%ette (5-5)
Albany (NY) (3-7) at Rl ode Island (8-2)
Georgetown (5-4) at Fordham (1-9)

(GS:)ony Brook (8-2) at New Hampshire
Campbell (3-7) at Delaware (8-1)
Coastal Carolina (5-4) at Marshall (6-3)
Harvard (7-1) at Penn (4-4)
Dartmouth (7-1) at Cornell (3-5)
FAU (2-7) at Temple (2-7)
SC State (7-2) at Morgan St. (5-5)
Baylor (5-4) at West Virginia (5-4)
Rutgers (5-4) at Maryland (4-5)

SOUTH

Furman (2-7) at ETSU (6-4)
Delaware St. (1-9) at Norfolk St. (3-7)
L20)w5|ana Tech (3-6) at W. Kentucky

Louisiana-Monroe (5-4) at Auburn (3-6)

Bryant (2-8) at William & Mary (6-4)

Richmond (8-2) at Hampton (5-5)

VMI (1-9) at W. Carolina (5-5)

MVSU (0-10) at Florida A&M (5-4)

Samford (3-6) at Chattanooga (6-4)

Murray St. (1-9) at Kentucky (3-6)
(4T6e)nnessee St. (7-3) at Gardner-Webb

The Citadel (4-6) at Wofford (5-5)

McNeese St. (5-5) at Northwestern St. (0-

AP SPORTLIGHT

Nov. 14

1943 — Sid Luckman of the Chicago
Bears becomes the first pro to pass for
more than 400 yards (433) and seven
touchdowns ina56-7 victory over the New
York Giants.

1964 — Gus Johnson and Walt Bellamy
become the first NBA teammates to score
40 points apiece as the Baltimore Bullets
beatthe Los Angeles Lakers 127-115. John-
son has 41 points, Bellamy 40.

1964 — Detroit’s Gordie Howe becomes
the NHL'’s all-time goal-scoring leader, in-
cluding playoffs, with his 627th career
goal. Howe beats Montreal’s Charlie
Hodge in a 4-2 loss.

1965 — Gary Cuozzo, subbing for the in-
jured Johnny Unitas, throws five touch-
down passes to lead the Baltimore Colts to
a 41-21 victory over the Minnesota Vik-
ings.

1966 — Muhammad Ali knocks out Cle-
veland Williams in the third round to re-
Eain the world heavyweight title in Hous-

on.

1970 — Forty-three members of the Mar-
shall football team die when their char-
tered plane crashes in Kenova, W.Va.

1993 — Don Shula breaks George Halas’
career record for victories with No. 325 as
the Miami Dolphins defeat Philadelphia
19-14. Shula’s record: 325-153-6 in 31 sea-
sons with Baltimore and Miami; Halas,
324-151-31 in 40 seasons with Chicago.

2004 — John and Ashley Force become
the first father-daughter combo in NHRA
history towinatthe same eventinthe sea-
son finale. John Force races to his 114th
Funn% Car victory, and his 21-year-old
daughter takes the Top Alcohol class at
Pomona (Calif.) Raceway.

2009 — Toby Gerhart rushes for 178
yards and three touchdowns as Stanford
annihilates Southern California 55-21. It’s
the most points ever conceded by the Tro-
jans, who played their first game in 1888.

2009 — Daniel Passafiume sets the NCAA
record for most receptions in a single
game, catching 25 passes for Division Il
Hanover College. Passafiume finishes
with 153 yards receiving and two touch-
downs in a 42-28 loss to Franklin.

2015 — Navy quarterback Keenan Rey-
nolds breaks the NCAA record for career
rushing touchdowns, upping his total to 81
with four scores in the No. 22 Midship-
men’s 55-14 over SMU.

10)
FIU (3-6) at Jacksonville St. (6-3)
Mercer (9-1) at Alabama (7-2)
Maine (5-5) at Elon (4-6)
E. Kentucky (6-4) at Austin Peay (4-6)
Ark.-Pine Bluff (3-7) at Southern U. (6-4)
(158%m Houston St. (7-2) at Kennesaw St.
Tennessee Tech (5-5) at UT Martin (7-3)
Jackson St. (8-2) at Alabama St. (5-4)
LSU (6-3) at Florida (4-5)
South Florida (4-5) at Charlotte (3-6)
Troy (2-7) at Georgia Southern (6-3)
¢ Ja)mes Madison (7-2) at Old Dominion
4-5
Missouri (7-2) at South Carolina (6-3)
Arkansas St. (5-4) at Georgia St. (2-7)
South Alabama (4-5) at Louisiana-La-
fayette (8-1) .
Tennessee (8-1) at Georgia (7-2)
UAB (2-7) at Memphis (8-2)
Wake Forest (4-5) at North Carolina (5-4)

MIDWEST

Ohio St. (8-1) at Northwestern (4-5)
Valparaiso (3-6) at Dayton (5-4)
N. lowa (2-8) at Youngstown St. (3-8)
lllinois St. (7-3) at Indiana St. (4-6)
Morehead St. (6-4) at Drake (7-1)
(z%r;arleston Southern (1-9) at E. Illinois
South Dakota (7-2) at North Dakota (5-5)
St. Thomas (Minn.) (5-5) at Butler (8-2)
W. Illinois (3-7) at SE Missouri (8-2)
Michigan St. (4-5) at lllinois (6-3)
S. lllinois (3-7) at S. Dakota St. (8-2)
Virginia (5-4) at Notre Dame (8-1)
Missouri St. (8-2) at N. Dakota St. (9-1)
Penn St. (8-1) at Purdue (1-8)
Arizona St. (7-2) at Kansas St. (7-2)
Oregon (10-0) at Wisconsin (5-4)
Cincinnati (5-4) at lowa St. (7-2)

SOUTHWEST

Texas (8-1) at Arkansas (5-4)

Houston Christian (4-6) at Texas A&M
Commerce (2-8)

Incarnate Word (8-2) at Stephen F. Aus-
tin (6-4)

Alcorn St. (5-5) at Prairie View (5-5)

Bethune-Cookman (2-8) at Texas South-
ern (3-6)

Boston College (5-4) at SMU (8-1)

Nicholls (4-6) at Lamar (5-5)

S. Utah (5-5) at Cent. Arkansas (6-4)
(SAélgnene Christian (7-3) at Tarleton St.

Southern Miss. (1-8) at Texas State (5-4)

New Mexico St. (2-7) at Texas A&M (7-2)

FAR WEST

Utah (4-5) at Colorado (7-2)

N. Arizona (6-4) at N. Colorado (1-9)
Portland St. (2-7) at Montana (7-3)
Syracuse (6-3) at California (5-4)
Hawaii (4-6) at Utah St. (2-7)
Louisville (6-3) at Stanford (2-7)
Oregon St. (4-5) at Air Force (2-7)
Stetson (2-7) at San Diego (6-3)

West Georgia (3-7) at Utah Tech (1-9)
Idaho St. (5-5) at E. Washington (3-7)
Nebraska (5-4) at Southern Cal (4-5)
Sacramento St. (3-7) at Cal Poly (2-7)
Boise St. (8-1) at San Jose St. (6-3)
Weber St. (3-7) at Idaho (7-3)
Montana St. (10-0) at UC Davis (9-1)
Washington St. (8-1) at New Mexico (4-6)
Kansas (3-6) at BYU (9-0)

San Diego St. (3-6) at UNLV (7-2)

TENNIS

ATP Finals

Tuesday
At Pala Alpitour
Turin, Italy
Purse: $15,250,000
Surface: Hardcourt indoor
Men’s Singles
group 2
Daniil Medvedev (4), Russia, def. Alex de
Minaur (7), Australia, 6-2, 6-4.
Jannik Sinner (1), Italy, def. Taylor Fritz
(5), United States, 6-4, 6-4.
Men’s Doubies
group 2
Harri Heliovaara, Finland, and Henry
Patten (7), Britain, def. Jordan Thompson
and Max Purcell (5), Australia, 7-6 (3), 7-5.
Nikola Mektic, Croatia,and Wesley Kool-
hof (3), Netherlands, def. Marcel Granoll-
ers, Spain, and Horacio Zeballos (2), Ar-
gentina, 4-6, 7-6 (6), 10-8.

PRO SOCCER

MLS playoffs

Semifinals
Nov. 23-24
Eastern Conference

Los Angeles FC vs. Seattle
Minnesota vs. LA Galaxy
Western Conference
Atlanta vs. Orlando
New York City vs. New York
Conference Finals

Nov. 30 - Dec. 1

Semifinal winners
Championship
Saturday, Dec. 7

Conference Finals winners

NWSL playoffs

Semifinals
Friday, Nov. 15
Orlando vs. Kansas City
Washington vs. Gotham FC
Championship
Saturday, Nov. 23
At CPKC Stadium, Kansas City, Mo.

Semifinal winners

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 8 2 0 .800 290 193
Miami 3 6 0 .333 147 202
N.Y. Jets 3 7 0 .300 177 214
New England 3 7 0 .300 160 220
South
L T Pct PF PA
Houston 6 4 0 .600 224 226
Indianapolis 4 6 0 .400 208 223
Tennessee 2 7 0 .222 157 240
Jacksonville 2 8 0 .200 202 264
North
L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 7 2 0 .778 215 146
Baltimore 7 3 0 .700 318 253
Cincinnati 4 6 0 .400 270 262
Cleveland 2 7 0 .222 148 213
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 9 0 01.000 219 161
L.A. Chargers 6 3 0 .667 186 118
Denver 5 5 0 .500 197 177
Las Vegas 2 7 0 .222 168 251
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 7 2 0 .778 233 161
Washington 7 3 0 .700 290 217
Dallas 3 6 0 .333 177 259
N.Y. Giants 2 8 0 .200 156 222
South
L T Pct PF PA
Atlanta 6 4 0 .600 238 236
Tampa Bay 4 6 0 .400 279 266
Carolina 3 7 0 .300 167 310
New Orleans 3 7 0 .300 227 246
North
L T Pct PF PA
Detroit 8 1 0 .889 284 171
Minnesota 7 2 0 .778 221 157
Green Bay 6 3 0 .667 230 194
Chicago 4 5 0 .444 175 167
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Arizona 6 4 0 .600 238 220
SanFrancisco 5 4 0 .556 233 202
L.A. Rams 4 5 0 .444 185 217
Seattle 4 5 0 .444 210 221
Thursday, Nov. 7

Baltimore 35, Cincinnati 34
Sunday, Nov. 10

Carolina 20, N.Y. Giants 17, OT
Buffalo 30, Indlanapolls 20
Kansas Clty 16, Denver 14
Minnesota 12, Jacksonville 7
New England 19 Chicago 3
New Orleans 20, Atlanta 17
Pittsburgh 28, Washlngton 27
San Francisco 23, Tampa Bay 20
L.A. Chargers 27, ‘Tennessee 17
Arizona 31, N.Y. Jets 6
Phlladelphla 34, Dallas 6
Detroit 26, Houston 23
Open: Cleveland Las Vegas, Green Bay,
Seattle
Monday, Nov. 11
Miami 23, L.A. Rams 15
Thursday’s game
Washington at Philadelphia
Sunday’s games

Baltimore at Pittsburgh
Cleveland at New Orleans
Green Bay at Chicago
Jacksonville at Detroit
L.A. Rams at New England
Las Vegas at Miami
Minnesota at Tennessee
Indianapolis at N.Y. Jets
Atlanta at Denver
Seattle at San Francisco
Kansas City at Buffalo
Cincinnati at L.A. Chargers .
Open: Arizona, Carolina, N.Y. Giants,
Tampa Bay
Monday’s game
Houston at Dallas
Thursday, Nov. 21

Pittsburgh at Cleveland
Sunday, Nov. 24

Kansas City at Carolina

Minnesota at Chicago

Tennessee at Houston

Detroit at Indianapolis

New England at Miami

Tampa Bay at N.Y. Giants

Dallas at Washington

Denver at Las Vegas

San Francisco at Green Bay

Arizona at Seattle

Phlladel{)hla at L.A. Rams i

Open: Atlanta, Buffalo, Cincinnati, Jack-
sonville, New Orleans, N.Y. Jets

Monday, Nov. 25
Baltimore at L.A. Chargers

Tuesday’s men’s scores

EAST

Army 101, Mount St. Mary 48
Columbia 76, Lehigh 75

Delaware 64, lona 58

Delaware St. 70, Gwynedd-Mercy 54
Fairfield 62, New Hampshire 56
Fordham 78, Binghamton 63
George Washington 85, NC A&T 80
La Salle 93, Cornell 77

Lafayette 65, Penn 63

Loyola (Md.) 68, NJIT 50

Manhattan 88, Mercy 71

Morgan St. 90, Dist. of Columbia 64
Penn St. 92, St. Francis (Pa.) 62
Providence 60, Hampton 51

Rhode Island 105, Franklin Pierce 73
Rider 90, Navy 79

Saint Joseph'’s 83, Villanova 76
Siena 74, American 66

Syracuse 74, Colgate 72

Temple 69, Drexel 61

SOUTH

Belmont 80, Lipscomb 79

Clemson 75, E. Kentucky 62

East Carolina 110, Mount Olive 73
Florida St. 72, Tarleton St. 52
Georgia 90, North Florida 77

Georgia Tech 81, Texas Southern 62
High Point 76, NC Central 60

James Madison 100, Mary Baldwin 52
Kentucky 77, Duke 72

Liberty 81, Piedmont International 45
Mississippi 64, South Alabama 54
Mississippi St. 80, SE Louisiana 59
Radford 87, Old Dominion 75
Samford 108, Rhodes 52

South Carolina 80, Towson 54

South Florida 85, Ark.-Pine Bluff 69
Southern Miss. 104, Loyola (NO) 65
Tennessee Tech 76, West Georgia 73
UCF 100, FAU 94

VMI 102, Christendom 56

W. Kentucky 104, Campbellsville 76
William & Mary 84, Norfolk St. 73

MIDWEST

Bradley 85, UTSA 72

Cleveland St. 75, Valparaiso 67

Fort Wayne 91, Bethune-Cookman 69
IUPUI 97, Goshen 55

lllinois St. 85, Ohio 75

lowa 96, South Dakota 77

Kansas 77, Michigan St. 69

Miami (Ohio) 88, Md.-Eastern Shore 70
N. lllinois 79, Monmouth (NJ) 66
North Dakota 85, Dickinson St. 54
Northwestern 83, Ill.-Chicago 74
SIU-Edwardsville 77, Indiana St. 72
Xavier 94, Jackson St. 57

SOUTHWEST

Abilene Christian 101, McMurry 55
Arkansas St. 80, UALR 63

Baylor 104, Sam Houston St. 67
Incarnate Word 84, Prairie View 81
Rice 66, Louisiana-Monroe 50
Stephen F. Austin 87, LeTourneau 68
TCU 76, Texas St. 71

Texas 105, Chicago St. 58

UTEP 78, Texas-Permian Basin 58

FAR WEST

Boise St. 100, Corban 65

Colorado St. 74, Denver 65

Hawaii 76, Pacific 66

N. Colorado 113, Colorado Christian 56
New Mexico 100, Texas A&M-CC 81

Oregon 80, Portland 70, OT
Oregon St. 94, W. Oregon 58
Portland St. 85, San Diego 76

S. Utah 107, Bethesda 54

Saint Mary’s (Cal.) 87, Akron 68
San Diego St. 100, Occidental 49
Stanford 90, N. Arizona 64

UC Davis 80, Menlo 70

UC Riverside 70, Cal Baptist 69
UC San Diego 64, Sacramento St. 54
Utah 96, Queens (NC) 65

Tuesday’s women’s scores

EAST

Army 58, Oakland 54

Boston U. 71, Emmanuel 38

Bryant 59, CCSU 48

Hofstra 75, Yale 61

Mercyhurst 67, Davis & Elkins 51

Navy 55, lona 53

Providence 58, Vermont 53

Richmond 62, Fairfield 39

Rider 66, LIU Brooklyn 54

Seton Hall 67, Fordham 44

Temple 67, Delaware 56

West Virginia 82, Pittsburgh 54
SOUTH

Coppin St. 74, St. Francis (Pa.) 38

ETSU 44, Gardner-Webb 42

Florida 104, Chicago St. 35

George Mason 89, Monmouth (NJ) 66
OGeorgia Southern 54, Bethune-Cookman

Kentucky 76, Wofford 42

LSU 117, Charleston Southern 44

Louisville 86, UT Martin 64

North Carolina 66, NC A&T 47

Northwestern St. 98 Arkansas Baptist 27

S. Indiana 82, Murra?/ St. 75

Tennessee 89, Middle Tennessee 75

UAB 74, Alabama A&M 67

W. Kentucky 78, Mercer 54
MIDWEST

Cleveland St. 75, Bowling Green 68

DePaul 75, Loyola Chicago 60

Fort Wayne 104, Defiance 31

Indiana St. 68, Wright St. 51

Lindenwood (Mo.) 64, Bradley 56

Minnesota 82, Mass.-Lowell 37

Missouri 60, Tulane 52

Nebraska 84, Southern U. 58

North Dakota 77, Dickinson St. 58

Ohio St. 94, Charlotte 53

Saint Louis 78, Illinois St. 71

Valparaiso 81, Trolls 40

W. lllinois 62, UMKC 43

Youngstown St. 60, St. Bonaventure 52
SOUTHWEST

SMU 72, W. Michigan 44 o
65Stephen F. Austin 68, Abilene Christian
Tarleton St. 57, New Orleans 48
33Texas A&M Commerce 104, LeTourneau

Texas A&M-CC 98, Sul Ross St. 54
Texas Tech 75, New Mexico 68

FAR WEST

Arizona 75, UNLV 66

Colorado 75, Nevada 59

Montana St. 75, Cal Poly 57
Oregon 66, North Texas 35

Oregon St. 80, NW Nazarene 52
Portland 108, Corban 41

San Diego 66, Weber St. 63

San Francisco 62, Portland St. 56
San Jose St. 92, San Francisco St. 65
Southern Cal 124, CS Northridge 39
UCLA 91, Pepperdine 54

Tuesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — INF Nicky Lopez
and LHP Sammy Peralta have cleared
waivers and elected free agency.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Agreed to
terms with C Travis d’Arnaud on a two-
year contract. Designated RHP Guillo Zu-
niga for asm%nment

ational League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS —
Brian Kaplan as pitching coach.

CINCINNATI REDS — Hired Brad Mills as

bench coach.
FOOTBALL
National Football League

ATLANTA FALCONS — Signed WR Ja-
keem Grant to the practice squad.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Reinstated WR
Adam Thielen from injured reserve.
Waived TE Jordan Matthews.

CHICAGO BEARS — Fired offensive coor-
dinator Shane Waldron. Named Thomas
Brown offensive coordinator.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Signed QB Will
Grier to the practice squad.

DETROIT LIONS — Waived LB Abraham
Beauplan.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Released CB Des-
mond King and OT David Sharpe from the
practice squad. Signed CB D’Angelo Ross
and OT Cameron Erving to the practice
squad.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed OT Ma-
son Brooks to the practice squad. Re-
leased DR Derek Rivers.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Signed OLs
Dieter Eiselen and Jerome Carvin to the
practice squad. Released LS Peter Bow-
den and QB John Rhys Plumlee.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Designated RB
Isiah Pacheco and DE Charles Omenihu to
return from injured reserve.

LOS ANGELES RAIDERS — Designated TE
Michael Mayer to return from the non-
football injury list.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Placed TE Tanner
Conner on injured reserve. Claimed LB Ty-
rel Dodson off waivers from Seattle.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Released P Matt

Hired

Haack. Signed OT Joshua Miles to the
practice squad.

NEW YORK JETS — Claimed OL Connor
McGovern off waivers from New Orleans.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Waived TE
Jack Stoll.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed WR Ja-
mal Agnew and RB Jonathan Ward to the
practice squad. Released OT John Leglue
and WR Lance McCutcheon from the prac-
tice squad.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Signed RB Pa-
trick Taylor to the practice squad. Re-
leased RB Ke’Shawn Vaughn.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed OL Chan-
dler Brewer to the practice squad. Re-
leased G Cole Spencer. Claimed G Logan
Bruss off waivers from the Los Angeles

Rams.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Waived G James
Reimer. Placed C Robby Fabbri and D Cam
Fowler on injured reserve.

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Reinstated D
Riley Stillman from injured reserve and
placed him on waivers. Sent D Ty Smith to
Chicago (AHL).

COLORADO AVALANCHE — Reassigned
Fs Nikita Prishchepov and T.J. Tynan to
Colorado (AHL).

MINNESOTA WILD — Recalled D Daemon
Hunt from lowa (AHL).

OTTAWA SENATORS — Reassigned C
Zack Ostapchuk to Belleville (AHL).

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — Acquired a
2027 third-round pick and a 2025 fifth-
round pick from Washington in exchange
for F Lars Eller.

ST.LOUIS BLUES — Placed D Philip Brob-
erg on injured reserve.

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS — Recalled C
Alex Steeves from Toronto (AHL).

VANCOUVER CANUCKS — Recalled LW
Arshdeep Bains from Abbotsford (AHL).

WINNIPEG JETS — Claimed G Kaapo Kah-
konen off waivers. Placed D Logan Stanley
on injured reserve.

COLLEGE

NCAA — Fined the Southern Cal football
program $50,000 and placed on a one-year
probation due to a violation of on-and off-
field coaching activities.
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Winnipeg Jets goaltender Connor Hellebuyck makes a save against Rangers defenseman Braden
Schneider during the third period Tuesday in New York. The Jets won their seventh straight, 4-2.

NHL ROUNDUP

Jets add to win streak,
improve to 15-1 overall

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Mark Scheifele
and Kyle Connor each scored
twice, Connor Hellebuyck made
33 saves, and the Winnipeg Jets
won their seventh straight, 6-3
over the New York Rangers on
Tuesday night.

Gabriel Vilardi and Vladislav
Namestnikov also scored for the
Jets, who have now won 15 of their
first 16 games.

Will Cuylle, Alexis Lafreniere
and Kaapo Kakko scored for the
Rangers, who dropped their sec-
ond straight home game following
last Thursday’s 6-1 loss to the Buf-
falo Sabres.

Hellebuyck improved to 12-1-0
this season.

Scheifele scored 57 seconds into
the contest before Cuylle tied it at
13:07 of the first.

Vilardi put the visitors ahead on
the power play at 8:58 before La-
freniere tied the game again at
12:51 of the second.

Connor put the Jets ahead for
good at 16:03 of the second. Schei-
fele scored again 1:08 into the third
— his ninth of the season — before
Kakko narrowed the deficit to 4-3
just 32 secondslater. Namestnikov
scored hisfifth at13:08 and Connor
completed the scoring into an
empty net with 20 seconds to play.

Senators 3, Maple Leafs O: Li-
nus Ullmark made 27 saves for his
first shutout of the season as visit-
ing Ottawa blanked Toronto.

Josh Norris, Tim Stutzle and Mi-

chael Amadio scored for Ottawa.
Artem Zub added two assists.

Anthony Stolarz stopped 38
shots for Toronto, which saw its
three-game winning streak come
to an end.

Devils 4, Panthers 1: Timo
Meier scored the go-ahead goal
late in the second period, Jacob
Markstrom made 34 saves and vis-
iting New Jersey snapped Flor-
ida’s seven-game winning streak.

Jack Hughes scored in the first
period for the Devils, Paul Cotter
put New Jersey up 3-1 with 15:07
left and Dougie Hamilton and
Jesper Bratt each had a pair of as-
sists. Ondrej Palat had an empty-
netter to cap the win.

Sam Reinhart got his 12th goal
for Florida, and Spencer Knight
made 20 saves for the Panthers.

Bruins 3, Blues 2: David Pastr-
nak scored with 1:47 to play as vis-
iting Boston scored three third-pe-
riod goals to come back for a win
over St. Louis.

Morgan Geekie and Charlie
McAvoy also scored for the
Bruins, who trailed 2-0 after two
periods. Geekie returned to the li-
neup after sitting the last three
games as a healthy scratch.

Jeremy Swayman made 20
saves as Boston won for the fourth
time in its last six games.

Oilers 4, Islanders 3 (OT): Leon
Draisaitl had two goals, including
the overtime winner, and Connor
McDavid had a goal and three as-
sists to move one point shy of 1,000

for his career as host Edmonton
beat New York.

Evan Bouchard had a goal and
two assists for the Oilers.

Anders Lee had two goals and
Kyle Palmieri also scored for the
Islanders.

Kraken 5, Blue Jackets 2: Seat-
tle scored twice in 10 seconds as
part of a four-goal second period,
coming back from a two-goal defi-
cit to defeat visiting Columbus.

Brandon Tanev scored on a
breakaway 7:13 into the second pe-
riod, and Eeli Tolvanen followed
with a power-play goal at 7:23 to
give the Kraken the lead. Tye Kar-
tye and Will Borgen also scored for
Seattle in the second period. Jared
McCann added a late empty-net
goal and Joey Daccord had 38
saves.

Columbus took an early lead
with its own pair of quick goals, as
Sean Kuraly and Zachary Aston-
Reese scored 22 seconds apart
with about six minutes left in the
first period.

Canucks 3, Flames 1: Elias Pet-
tersson tied the game on the power
play early in the second period and
assisted on Erik Brannstrom’s
goal in the third as host Vancouver
beat Calgary.

Pius Suter also scored for the
Canucks while J.T. Miller had two
assists. Vancouver goaltender Ke-
vin Lankinen stopped 28 shots.

Justin Kirkland scored for Cal-
gary and Flames goalie Dan Vla-
dar made 29 saves.

NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Florida 16 11 4 1 23 59 50
Toronto 17 9 6 2 20 50 44
Boston 17 8 7 2 18 43 54
Ottawa 15 8 7 0 16 51 44
Tampa Bay 14 7 6 1 15 49 45
Buffalo 16 7 8 1 15 55 53
Detroit 14 6 7 1 13 34 43
Montreal 16 5 9 2 12 46 67

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
New Jersey 1911 6 2 24 66 50
Carolina 1411 3 0 22 59 36
Washington 14 10 4 0 20 59 40
N.Y.Rangers 14 9 4 1 19 52 36
N.Y.Islanders 16 6 6 4 16 42 50
Philadelphia 16 6 8 2 14 44 58
Pittsburgh 17 6 9 2 14 47 68
Columbus 15 5 8 2 12 46 54

Western Conference
Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Winnipeg 16 15 1 0 30 73 34
Minnesota 1510 2 3 23 53 39
Dallas 14 9 5 0 18 46 33
Colorado 16 8 8 0 16 55 61
Utah 15 6 6 3 15 41 51
St. Louis 16 7 9 0 14 40 55
Chicago 16 6 9 1 13 41 49
Nashville 16 5 9 2 12 39 53

Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Los Angeles 17 9 5 3 21 55 50
Vegas 15 9 4 2 20 63 48
Vancouver 14 8 3 3 19 45 44
Calgary 17 8 6 3 19 47 51
Edmonton 16 8 7 1 17 44 51
Seattle 16 7 8 1 15 49 50
San Jose 17 5 9 3 13 40 60
Anaheim 14 5 7 2 12 31 43

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Tuesday’s games

Winnipeg 6, N.Y. Rangers 3
Ottawa 3, Toronto 0

New Jersey 4, Florida 1

Boston 3, St. Louis 2

Edmonton 4, N.Y. Islanders 3, OT
Seattle 5, Columbus 2
Vancouver 3, Calgary 1

Wednesday’s games

Detroit at Pittsburgh
Toronto at Washington
Carolina at Utah

Los Angeles at Colorado
Vegas at Anaheim

Thursday’s games

New Jersey at Florida
Philadelphia at Ottawa

San Jose at N.Y. Rangers
Winnipeg at Tampa Bay

St. Louis at Buffalo

Boston at Dallas

Montreal at Minnesota
Nashville at Edmonton
Chicago at Seattle

N.Y. Islanders at Vancouver

Friday’s games

Pittsburgh at Columbus
Nashville at Calgary
Vegas at Utah
Washington at Colorado
Detroit at Anaheim

Saturday’s games

St. Louis at Boston

N.Y. Islanders at Seattle
Buffalo at Philadelphia
Columbus at Montreal
Edmonton at Toronto
New Jersey at Tampa Bay
Ottawa at Carolina

San Jose at Pittsburgh
Winnipeg at Florida
Dallas at Minnesota
Detroit at Los Angeles
Chicago at Vancouver

Scoring leaders

Through Tuesday

GP G A PTS
Nathan MacKinnon,COL 16 7 23 30
Kirill Kaprizov, MIN 15 9 19 28
Jack Eichel, LV 15 5 19 24
Cale Makar, COL 16 6 18 24
Martin Necas, CAR 14 8 16 24
Sam Reinhart, FLA 16 12 12 24
Nikita Kucherov, TB 14 11 12 23
Dylan Strome, WSH 14 4 18 22
Artemi Panarin, NYR 14 10 12 22
Kyle Connor, WPG 16 11 11 22

Repairs
to Rays’
stadium
at $55M

By CURT ANDERSON
Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — A
detailed assessment of the hurri-
cane damage to Tropicana Field
concludes that the home of the
Tampa Bay Rays is structurally
sound and can be repaired for
about $55.7 million in time for the
2026 season.

The 412-page report released
Tuesday by the City of St. Peters-
burg, which owns the building,
found that the
basic structure
of the domed sta-
dium “does not
appear to have
been adversely
affected” by
Hurricane Mil-
ton’s winds,
which shredded
most of its fabric roof.

“The primary structure is ser-
viceable and capable of support-
ing a replacement tension mem-
brane fabric roof,” said the report
by Hennessy Construction Servic-
es.

Eighteen of the ballpark’s 24
fabric panels failed when Milton
roared ashore Oct. 9, the report
found. There was also damage to
interior parts of the Trop, as it’s
known for short, from rainwater
and other storm-related causes.
The ballpark opened in 1990 and
has been the Rays’ home since
their inception in 1998.

Tropicana Field is already
scheduled to be demolished when
a new, $1.3 billion ballpark is fin-
ished in time for the 2028 season.
With unforeseen costs to the city
and Pinellas County from two hur-
ricanes — vast amounts of debris
removal, damage to parks and in-
frastructure — two of the main fi-
nancial sources for the new ball-
park could reconsider those plans
or decide not to repair the Trop at
all.

The St. Petersburg City Council
will discuss the report at its Nov.
21 meeting.

St. Petersburg Mayor Ken
Welch said the city anticipates
that insurance and Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency funds
will cover the bulk of repair ex-
penses.

“We believe having our home-
town team play in St. Petersburg
as soon as possible isimportant for
our community,” Welch said in a
statement.

Since the ballpark under this
damage and repair assessment
would not be ready until the 2026
season, the Rays must find anoth-
er place to play next year.

Welch
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NBA

Knicks top

16ers

in Embiid’s return

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — OG Anu-
noby scored 24 points and the New
York Knicks spoiled 76ers star
Joel Embiid’s season debut, beat-
ing Philadelphia 111-99 on Tues-
day night in the opener of NBA
Cup group play for both teams.

Embiid finished with 13 points
and 26 minutes and was unable to
lift the struggling Sixers, who fell
to 2-8. He shot 2-for-11 and had on-
ly three rebounds. Paul George
led the Sixers with 29 points and 10
rebounds.

Josh Hart added 14 points, 12 re-
bounds and 10 assists for the
Knicks. Karl-Anthony Towns had
21 points and 13 rebounds, while
Jalen Brunson scored 18 points.

New York started the fourth
quarter on an 13-2 run that broke
open a three-point game. Anuno-
by had three dunks during the run,
often taking dead aim at a vacancy
caused by Embiid, who was slow
to defend the rim.

Hawks 117, Celtics 116: Onye-
ka Okongwu tipped in a missed
shot with 6.1 seconds left, and Jay-
len Brown missed a jumper at the
buzzer as visiting Atlanta over-
came a 15-point, second-half def-
icit to beat Boston.

Dyson Daniels scored a career-
high 28 points, and Jalen Johnson
had 18 points, 13 rebounds and 10
assists. Atlanta snapped a two-
game losing streak despite play-
ing without star Trae Young.

Brown scored a season-high 37
points and Derrick White added
31 for Boston.

Magic 114, Hornets 89: Franz
Wagner scored 32 points and Ja-
len Suggs hit his first seven shots,

including three 3-pointers, to lead
host Orlando to a win over Char-
lotte.

LaMelo Ball scored 16 of his 35
points in the first quarter for the
Hornets. Coming off a career-high
38 points in Sunday’s overtime
loss at Philadelphia, Ball added
six rebounds and seven assists.

Suggs had 13 points in the first
quarter and finished with 17
points and two steals.

Pistons 123, Heat 121 (OT):
Malik Beasley made a tiebreaking
free throw with 1.1 seconds left in
overtime for host Detroit after
Miami was given a technical foul
for calling a timeout when it had
none left.

Tyler Herro’s jumper put Mia-
mi up 121-119 with 1.8 seconds left,
but after a timeout, Cade Cunning-
ham hit Jalen Duren with an alley-
oop on the inbounds pass.

The Heat then called the illegal
timeout. Beasley hit the foul shot
to put Detroit up 122-121, then add-
ed another free throw with 0.1 sec-
onds left.

Bucks 99, Raptors 85: Giannis
Antetokounmpo scored 23 points
to lead host Milwaukee past To-
ronto in a game between teams
that entered with the two worst
records in the league.

Bobby Portis added 17 points off
the bench for Milwaukee, and
Brook Lopez scored 13.

Gradey Dick paced the Raptors
with 32 points, a career high for
the second-year player.

Suns 120, Jazz 112: Devin
Booker scored 31 points and Bra-
dley Beal added 24 to help visiting
Phoenix to a victory over Utah.

Grayson Allen chipped in 15

AN AN
SR

MartT SLocum/AP

The Knicks’ OG Anunoby goes up for a dunk against the 76ers’
Guerschon Yabusele during the first half on Tuesday in Philadelphia.

points for the Suns. Booker, Beal
and Allen combined to make 13 3-
pointers. Mason Plumlee finished
with 15 points and 14 rebounds
while starting in place of injured
center Jusuf Nurkic.

John Collins led the Jazz with 29
points and 10 rebounds.

Trail Blazers 122, Timber-
wolves 108: Robert Williams and
Jerami Grant each scored 19
points to lead host Portland to a
win over Minnesota.

Naz Reid led Minnesota with 28
points in the loss while star guard
Anthony Edwards pitched in 26
points.

The Blazers, who entered the
game as the second-worst 3-point

shooting team in the NBA, shot a
blistering 18-for-32 (56%) from
behind the 3-point line.

Warriors 120, Mavericks 117:
Stephen Curry scored 37 points,
including his team’s final 12, to ral-
ly Golden State past Klay Thomp-
son and visiting Dallas.

Luka Doncic had 31 points, eight
rebounds and six assists.

Thompson embraced Curry
shortly before tipoff and his 3-
pointer gave Dallas a 110-10S lead
before his old Splash Brother took
over.

Curry shot 14-for-27, making
five 3s and added nine assists and
six rebounds, also sparking a 20-3
burst to begin the third quarter.

Thompson cheered in return to Golden State

By JANIE McCAULEY
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Klay
Thompson exited the team bus
then beamed as he strolled back
into Chase Center on Tuesday
night, greeted by some 400 cheer-
ing Warriors employees who lined
up along his path to the Dallas
locker room to show their love and
appreciation for the former Gold-
en State star.

Once the ball was tipped a cou-
ple of hours later, Thompson tried
to pull off an impromptu shimmy,
Stephen Curry-style, as the for-
mer Splash Brothers dueled in dif-
ferent uniforms.

The employees who greeted
Thompson sported “Captain
Klay” hats, the giveaway for all
fans on a celebratory night re-

membering his 13 years with the
franchise and four championships
he helped win.

“That was really cool,” Thomp-
son said. “I’m very grateful for the
employees to give me that kind of
love ... totally unexpected and def-
initely put a smile on my face.
Something I'll never forget.”

Those white hats filled Chase
Center, where video highlights of
Thompson showed in a place
where he’s still beloved — and al-
ways will be. Curry jogged up to
Thompson, now wearing No. 31
with teammate Kyrie Irving in No.
11, and offered a quick embrace in
their first words of the day before
Andrew Wiggins also hugged his
old teammate.

“Thankfully we were all able to
focus on the game and just hoop

and compete,” Curry said. “It was
an unreal night for sure all the way
around.”

Thompson scored 22 points on
7-for-17 shooting with six 3-point-
ers but watched Curry shine in the
closing moments of Golden State’s
120-117 victory. Thompson high-
fived a fan afterward and tossed
his white headband into the seats,
giving some lucky patron an unex-
pected souvenir.

Earlier, after a brief jump-rope
routine outside the Mavericks’
locker room, Thompson ran out
the tunnel and onto the floor to
thunderous applause from War-
riors fans with phones up to cap-
ture the moment.

“It was a cool moment to feel the
energy from the fans,” Thompson
said.

JEFF CHIU / AP

Mavericks guard Klay Thompson
reacts toward fans before the
game against the Warriors, his
first since signing with Dallas.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB
Boston 9 3 .750 -
New York 5 5 .500 3
Brooklyn 5 6 .455 3%
Philadelphia 2 8 .200 6
Toronto 2 10 .167 7

Southeast Division

w L Pct GB
Orlando 6 6 .500 -
Atlanta 5 7 417 1
Miami 4 6 .400 1
Charlotte 4 7 364 1%
Washington 2 7222 2%

Central Division

w L Pct GB
Cleveland 12 01.000 —
Indiana 5 5 .500 6
Detroit 5 7 .417 7
Chicago 4 7 364 1%
Milwaukee 3 8 273 8%

Western Conference
Southwest Division

w L Pct GB
Houston 7 4 .636 -
Memphis 7 4 .636 —
Dallas 5 6 .455 2
San Antonio 5 6 .455 2
New Orleans 3 8 .273 4

Northwest Division

W L Pct GB
Oklahoma City 9 2 .818 -
Denver 7 3 .700 1%
Minnesota 6 5 .545 3
Portland 4 8.333 5%
Utah 2 8.200 6%

Pacific Division

w L Pct GB
Phoenix 9 2 .818 -
Golden State 9 2 .818 -
L.A. Lakers 6 4 .600 22
L.A. Clippers 6 5 .545 3
Sacramento 6 5 .545 3

Monday’s games

San Antonio 116, Sacramento 96
Cleveland 119, Chicago 113

Houston 107, Washington 92
Brooklyn 107, New Orleans 105
Oklahoma City 134, L.A. Clippers 128

Tuesday’s games

Orlando 114, Charlotte 89
Atlanta 117, Boston 116
Detroit 123, Miami 121, OT
New York 111, Philadelphia 99
Milwaukee 99, Toronto 85
Phoenix 120, Utah 112
Portland 122, Minnesota 108
Golden State 120, Dallas 117

Wednesday’s games

Indiana at Orlando

Boston at Brooklyn
Chicago at New York
Cleveland at Philadelphia
New Orleans at Oklahoma City
Detroit at Milwaukee

L.A. Clippers at Houston
Washington at San Antonio
Memphis at L.A. Lakers
Minnesota at Portland
Phoenix at Sacramento

Thursday’s games
Dallas at Utah
Friday’s games

Detroit at Toronto

Miami at Indiana
Philadelphia at Orlando
Brooklyn at New York
Chicago at Cleveland

L.A. Lakers at San Antonio
Washington at Atlanta
Denver at New Orleans
L.A. Clippers at Houston
Phoenix at Oklahoma City
Memphis at Golden State
Minnesota at Sacramento

Rebounding leaders

Through Tuesday

G OFF DEF TOT AVG
Jokic, DEN 10 45 92 137 13.7
Sabonis, SAC 11 34 107 141 128
Zubac, LAC 11 48 93 141 128
Towns, NY 10 32 92 124 124
Antetokmpo,MIL 10 22 97 119 119
Sengiin, HOU 11 42 85 127 115
Poltl, TOR 12 46 87 133 11.1
Kessler, UTA 9 34 62 96 10.7
Allen, CLE 12 24 103 127 10.6

Wembanyama, SA 11 24 92 116 10.5
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Weekly statistics

AFC individual leaders NFC individual leaders
Quarterbacks Quarterbacks
Att Com Yds TD Int Att Com Yds TD Int
Burrow, Cin 358 246 2672 24 4 Cousins, Atl 333 227 2634 17 8
L.Jackson, Bal 288 199 2669 24 2 Smith, Sea 342 233 2560 11 10
Stroud, Hou 329 207 2371 12 6 Mayfield, TB 344 243 2505 24 9
Allen, Buf 299 190 2281 17 4 | Purdy,SF 278 181 2454 12 7
Rodgers, NYJ 351 219 2258 15 7 | Stafford, LAR 322 2142262 9 7
Mahomes, KC 311 216 2208 12 9 Daniels, Was 262 180 2147 9 2
Lawrence, Jac 274 168 2004 11 6 Darnold, Min 261 179 2141 17 10
Nix, Den 324 206 1968 10 6 Goff, Det 241 173 2080 16 9
Herbert, LAC 241 159 1889 11 1 Jones, NYG 341 216 2070 8 7
Minshew, Las 221 148 1501 6 8 | Murray, Ari 276 191 2058 12 3
Rushers Rushers
Att Yds Avg LG TD Att Yds Avg LG TD
Henry, Bal 184 1120 6.1 87t 12 | Barkley, Phi 171 991 5.8 65t 6
Dobbins, LAC 141 670 48 61 6 | Hubbard,Car 161 818 5.1 38t 6
Pollard, Ten 151 666 4.4 41 3 | Jacobs,GB 158 762 4.8 38t 3
Mixon, Hou 151 655 43 59 7 Robinson, Atl 155 748 4.8 37t 6
Harris, Pit 157 645 4.1 36t 3 Gibbs, Det 122 727 6.0 70t 7
Taylor, Ind 126 616 4.9 58 5 | Kamara,NO 167 715 43 24 6
Cook, Buf 128 576 4.5 49t 8 | Conner, Ari 159 697 44 22 5
Hall, NYJ 136 554 4.1 42 3 | Mason,SF 135 690 5.1 38 3
L.Jackson, Bal 91 538 59 33 2 | K.Williams,LAR 176 664 3.8 30 8
C.Brown, Cin 118 521 44 30t 5 A.Jones, Min 142 653 46 39 2
Receivers Receivers
No Yds Avg LG TD No Yds Avg LG TD
Chase, Cin 66 981 149 70t 10 Jefferson, Min 53 831 15.7 97t 5
Wilson, NYJ 65 704 108 35 5 | Mclaurin, Was 47 711 151 66 6
Flowers, Bal 50 688 13.8 53t 3 Mooney, Atl 46 684 149 41t 5
Pickens, Pit 40 639 16.0 44 2 | Lamb,Dal 59 681 11,5 65t 4
B.Thomas, Jac 37 607 16.4 85t 5 | London, Atl 58 649 11.2 31 6
Bowers, Las 57 580 10.2 57t 2 | Reed,GB 36 620 17.2 70t 3
Sutton, Den 42 569 135 37 3 Nabers, NYG 61 607 100 39 3
Collins, Hou 32 567 17.7 67t 3 Godwin, TB 50 576 11.5 55t 5
Shakir, Buf 48 529 11.0 52 2 | Metcalf, Sea 35 568 16.2 71t 3
Pierce, Ind 23 516 22.4 65t 4 | Njigba, Sea 50 568 11.4 46 3
Punters Punters
No Yds Lg Avg No Yds Lg Avg
Cole, Las 36 1921 70 53.4 | Fox,Det 31 1595 68 51.5
Bojorquez, Cle 50 2600 84 52.0 | Mann, Phi 29 1490 70 51.4
Scoring Scoring
Touchdowns Touchdowns
TDRush Rec Ret Pts TDRush Rec Ret Pts
Henry, Bal 14 12 2 0 84 Hurts, Phi 10 10 0 0 60
Chase, Cin 10 0 10 0 60 | KWwilliams,LAR 10 8 2 0 60
Kicking Kicking

PAT FG LG Pts

PAT FG LG Pts

Fairbairn, Hou 20-20 24-29 59 92 | Seibert, Was 22-22 25-27 55 97
Boswell, Pit 20-20 23-24 57 89 | Aubrey,Dal 13-13 22-24 65 79
AFC team statistics NFC team statistics
AVERAGE PER GAME AVERAGE PER GAME
OFFENSE OFFENSE

Yards Rush Pass Yards Rush Pass
Baltimore 440.2 182.6 257.6 | San Francisco 412.4 149.7 262.8
Kansas City 346.7 115.1 231.6 | GreenBay 390.6 154.8 235.8
Cincinnati 3445 89.7 254.8 | Washington 377.0 153.5 2235
Buffalo 343.2 120.7 2225 Atlanta 375.1 124.7 250.4
Houston 338.1 119.4 2187 | Philadelphia 3739 176.1 197.8
Pittsburgh 326.3 1383 188.0 | Detroit 366.9 147.3 219.6
Indianapolis 319.6 121.3 198.3 | TampaBay 361.5 125.3 236.2
Miami 315.2 1264 188.8 Seattle 359.4 91.2 268.2
L.A. Chargers 314.3 1179 196.4 Arizona 346.4 1494 197.0
Denver 303.7 117.1 186.6 Minnesota 343.6 120.2 2233
Jacksonville 302.9 107.7 195.2 | New Orleans 334.8 1224 2124
N.Y. Jets 2985 86.8 211.7 | L.A.Rams 3287 94.1 234.6
Tennessee 295.6 126.3 169.2 | Dallas 315.0 837 231.3
Las Vegas 280.2 76.9 203.3 | N.Y.Giants 309.7 119.9 189.8
Cleveland 2744 91.0 1834 Carolina 280.7 110.0 170.7
New England 271.1 1143 156.8 Chicago 277.7 108.1 169.6

DEFENSE DEFENSE

Yards Rush Pass Yards Rush Pass
Tennessee 273.6 1169 156.7 Philadelphia 274.1 100.7 1734
Houston 288.0 113.3 174.7 San Francisco 303.7 106.2 1974
Kansas City 289.9 83.2 206.7 | Minnesota 3109 79.0 2319
Denver 295.7 103.5 192.2 Green Bay 320.0 113.0 207.0
L.A. Chargers 302.1 110.6 191.6 | Chicago 323.4 133.0 190.4
N.Y. Jets 302.3 134.0 168.3 | Washington 3249 142.7 1822
Pittsburgh 302.7 87.1 215.6 N.Y. Giants 331.3 147.1 184.2
Miami 305.8 114.4 191.3 Detroit 345.0 100.8 244.2
Las Vegas 325.0 129.9 195.1 Arizona 346.0 127.5 2185
Cleveland 328.2 122.6 205.7 | L.A.Rams 347.1 127.6 219.6
Buffalo 336.1 123.2 2129 | Atlanta 352.8 129.4 2234
New England 339.5 130.5 209.0 | Seattle 357.6 139.4 218.1
Cincinnati 347.5 127.3 220.2 Dallas 362.9 152.1 210.8
Baltimore 367.9 73.0 294.9 New Orleans 385.6 141.0 244.6
Indianapolis 386.7 148.3 238.4 | Carolina 386.9 160.1 226.8
Jacksonville 390.6 129.4 261.2 | TampaBay 389.3 125.2 264.1

Nick Wass/AP

Washington Commanders rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels has completed 56.4% of his passes the last
three games after completing 75.6% in his first seven. Washington has won three of its last four.

Eagles-Commanders game
more important this time

By DAN GELSTON
Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Jayden
Daniels’ nascent NFL career is all
of 10 games old, yet the Washing-
ton quarterback responsible for
the instant reshaping of the Com-
manders into a respectable fran-
chise, and, finally, winners, al-
ready knows when a big game is
on the schedule.

“I think people just know it’s
Philly week,” Daniels said.

Oh yes, Commanders-Eagles,
as serious as it gets this time of the
NFL season. As a bonus, for the
first time in nearly three decades,
the outcome truly matters for ei-
ther team.

Daniels has the Commanders
(7-3) on the precipice of their big-
gest regular-season game in the
series against the NFC East rival
Eagles (7-2) in decades.

Hyperbole?

Not a chance. Washington and
Philadelphia meet — not only with
the division lead at stake — but
with both teams at least four
games over .500 entering the
game for the first time since 1996.

Terry Allen and Ricky Watters.
Koy Detmer and Gus Frerotte.
Norv Turner and Ray Rhodes.

Names forgotten to the history
books until this week when every
piece of the series rivalry has been
resurrected as part of the antici-
pation for the primetime show-
down at Lincoln Financial Field.
The only drawback to the game is
the short week — the Eagles won
at Dallas and the Commanders
lost to the Steelers on Sunday —
has robbed the rivalry of a few ex-
tra days of hype.

W (&7 )

Washington Commanders (7-3)
at Philadelphia Eagles (7-2)
AFN-Sports
2:15 a.m. Friday CET
10:15 a.m. Friday JKT

Behind QB Jalen Hurts and
running back Saquon Barkley —
who ranks second in the NFL with
an average of 110.1 yards per con-
test while Washington is 28th in
the league defensively against the
run, allowing 142.7 yards per con-
test— the Eagles are riding a five-
game winning streak; the Com-
manders have won three of four
games.

The Eagles are 3Y2-point favo-
rites, per BetMGM Sportsbook.

“I'm excited just to go to Philly
and that type of atmosphere,” Da-
niels said. “Heard they got very
passionate fans, so man, I can’t
wait. I can’t wait to go out there
and see that fan base, and just ex-
perience that. And I know it’s go-
ing tobe a great venue, a great site,
and we’ll just go out there and see
what happens.”

Led by Daniels, the offense
keeps putting up points, week in,
week out, even against stingy op-
ponents like Pittsburgh, which en-
tered Sunday allowing just 14.9
per game. The QB is building a
strong connection with receiver
Terry McLaurin, who topped 100
yards receiving for the fourth time

in the past eight games, accumu-
lating 113 on five catches.

The Eagles, who have won by
20-plus points in three of their last
four games, understand the chal-
lenge Daniels presents.

“A really good player who start-
ed off on fire, so we’ll have a chal-
lenge here this week,” Eagles
coach Nick Sirianni said. “You
know how he’s going to the right
place with the football, being ac-
curate, the things he can do when
things do break down.”

With a win, Washington would
move to 8-3, its best record
through 11 games since, yup, 1996.

“Taking our show on the road to
go up and have another division
battle, Thursday night in Novem-
ber, like come on, what are we
talking about?” Washington coach
Dan Quinn said.

Run, Jayden run?

Daniels ran just three times for
S yards in Washington’s 28-27
home loss to the Steelers, by far
the rookie quarterback’s fewest
carries and impact on the ground
this season.

The No. 2 pick out of LSU has
been playing through sore ribs for
several weeks and credited Pitts-
burgh’s defense for shutting down
rushing lanes, and Philadelphia’s
second-ranked unit presents an-
other challenge.

“Every game is different,” said
Daniels, who has completed 56.4%
of his passes the last three games
after 75.6% in his first seven. “It
just depends on the coordinator.
Just going out there and just kind
of adjusting to what I see and what
they’re doing.”
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Moving: Attituc

e just

as Important as talent
in recruiting from FCS

FROM PAGE 24
the decision to offer them scholar-
ships was attitude.

“I’'m not saying it’s solely be-
cause of what we can afford, but it
fits our resources and our ability to
have grateful playersinthis univer-
sity, our program and our locker
room,” Fleck said. “They are really
good players and good people, and I
think it’s something we’ll continue
tofocuson.”

After Minnesota beat Rhode Is-
land earlier this season, Rams
coach Jim Fleming said Gophers
assistants were actually trying to
recruit some of his players on the
field once the game ended, a tactic
hetold Fleck during their postgame
handshake that he didn’t appre-
ciate.

“I said, ‘Hey, I know I wouldn’t
have done it,”” Fleming said in an
interview with The Associated
Press.

For typically middle-of-the-pack
programs like Minnesota that can’t
name their NIL price for the na-
tion’s top recruits, whether straight
from high school or via the transfer
portal, the FCS might well be a hid-
den gem for filling depth charts or,
occasionally, finding an impact
player like Brosmer even if it re-
quires a two-level leap.

Nebraska punter Brian Buschini
was an FCS first team All-Ameri-
can with Montana in 2021. Michi-
gan State starting left guard Luke
Newman came from Holy Cross.
Rutgers leading receiver Dymere
Miller transferred from Mon-
mouth. Wisconsin has two contrib-
utors on defense, John Pius (Wil-
liam & Mary) and Elijah Hills (Al-
bany), plucked from the FCS, and a
starting cornerback, Nyzier Four-
qurean, who made a three-level
jump from an NCAA Division II
program, Grand Valley State.

“Sometimes you find those guys
who are incredibly hungry as op-
posed to maybe somebody who’s

moving laterally, and they’re mov-
ing laterally for a reason, whether
they couldn’t get it done where they
were, maybe didn’t have the work
ethic to do it,” said Badgers coach
Luke Fickell, who actively recruit-
ed the FCSranks at his previous job
at Cincinnati.

The other power conferences are
open to it, too. Colorado coach
Deion Sanders brought a bunch of
talent with him from Jackson State,
starting with two-way standout
Travis Hunter. Oklahoma’sleading
receiver, tight end Bauer Sharp,
came from Southeastern Louisia-
na. Virginia’s second-leading re-
ceiver, tight end Tyler Neville,
transferred from Harvard. Califor-
nia leading tackler Teddye Bucha-
nan moved up from UC Davis.

Then there’s Pittsburgh running
back Desmond Reid, who was
picked by the AP at midseason as
the most surprising player in the
ACC, who followed offensive coor-
dinator Kade Bell from Western
Carolina.

Reid entered the week ranked
fifth in the FBS in total yards from
scrimmage. Inawinover Cincinna-
ti earlier this season, he became the
first player in Panthers history to
top 100 receiving yards and 100
rushing yards in the same game.
One reason he was overlooked by
the rest of the FBS? He’s listed at S-
foot-8.

“He just plays with a chip on his
shoulder, and those are the guys I
love to coach because they’re never
satisfied. No matter how he plays,
he’s always frustrated, like, ‘Oh
man, I could have ran this ball bet-
ter,” or ‘Man, I could have hit this
hole better,”” Bell said.

Bell didn’t have to persuade
coach Pat Narduzzi to sign Reid.
The film from his time with the Cat-
amounts took care of that.

“There’s players everywhere,”
Bellsaid. “Itdon’t matter whatlevel
youplay at.”

MartT FREED/AP

Pittsburgh running back Desmond Reid carries as he’s defended by
Virginia safety Jonas Sanker during the second half Saturday.

-

JENNY KANE/AP

Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel throws the ball as Maryland linebacker Kellan Wyatt defends during the
second half Saturday in Eugene, Ore. The Ducks won 39-18, which helped them maintain their No. 1 ranking.

Oregon tops CFP rankings
again; Georgia off bracket

By EpbpiE PELLS
Associated Press

Undefeated Oregon stayed on
top in the second batch of College
Football Playoff rankings, while
Tuesday’s poll shoved Georgia
completely out of the bracket af-
ter its lopsided loss to Mississippi.

Led by the Ducks, then Ohio
State, the Big Ten captured four
of the top five spots — a string
interrupted only by Texas of the
Southeastern Conference, which
was slotted in at No. 3 and would
receive a first-round bye.

Georgia’s 28-10 loss to Ole Miss
dropped the Bulldogs from third
to all the way to 12th, but they
would be the first team out be-
cause No. 13 Boise State of the
Mountain West would receive an
automatic bid and the final spot in
the 12-team bracket as the fifth-
best conference champion.

BYU was ranked sixth, but
would receive a first-round bye
as the Big 12’s champion if it wins
out.

Those byes go to the four high-
est-ranked conference cham-
pions, meaning Miami of the At-
lantic Coast Conference would
get a pass into the quarterfinals
per this week’s version of the
bracket despite a loss to Georgia
Tech that dropped the Hurri-
canes five spots to No. 9.

The other ranked teams are No.
4 Penn State, No. S Indiana, No. 7
Tennessee, No. 8 Notre Dame,
No. 10 Alabama and No. 11 Ole
Miss.

The CFP committee releases
rankings every week, closing
Dec. 8 with the final poll that will

College Footbhall Playoff rankings

Nov. 11
1. Oregon 10-0
2. Ohio State 8-1
3. Texas 81
4. Penn State 8-1
5. Indiana 10-0
6.BYU 9-0
7. Tennessee 8-1
8. Notre Dame 8-1
9. Miami 9-1
10. Alabama 7-2
11. Mississippi 8-2
12. Georgia 7-2
13. Boise State 8-1
14. SMU 8-1
15. Texas A&M 7-2
16. Kansas State 7-2
17. Colorado 7-2
18. Washington State 8-1
19. Louisville 6-3
20. Clemson 7-2
21. South Carolina 6-3
22.LSU 6-3
23. Missouri 7-2
24. Army 9-0
25. Tulane 8-2

The four highest-ranked conference
champions will be seeded Nos. 1-4 and re-
ceive a first-round bye. Seeds 5-12 will
play each other in the first round. The
higher-seeded teams will play host in
their first round games.

determine the official pairings.
College football’s first 12-team
playoff begins with first-round
games Dec. 20-21 and concludes
with the title game Jan. 20.

Much of the hand-wringing this
week had to do with Georgia’s
nine-spot drop in the rankings
and its ouster from the bracket.
Yes, the Bulldogs have two losses,
but they also have what is widely
regarded as the toughest sched-
ule in the country. It wouldn’t
seem right, though, if they were
ranked ahead of Ole Miss after
last Saturday’s beatdown.

“Both Alabama and Ole Miss
beat them head-to-head,” said
Michigan athletic director Warde
Manuel, who chairs the selection
committee. “As we went through
the rankings and looked at every-
one, they obviously fell to 12, but
it’s based on who won in front of
them, head-to-head and every-
thing we look at in terms of body
of work.”

Both the SEC and Big Ten
placed four teams in the project-
ed Week 2 bracket.

Undefeated Army of the Amer-
ican Athletic Conference moved
up one spot to No. 24 — still be-
hind three teams with three loss-
es — while Colorado came in at
No. 17. Coach Deion Sanders’
Buffaloes can earn a spot in the
Big 12 title game by winning their
next two games.

First-round games will take
place on the campus of the better-
seeded team. Here’s what the
matchups would look like based
on this week’s rankings (teams
listed by seed, not ranking):

No. 12 Boise State at No. 5
Ohio State: The Buckeyes could
still get a chance to avenge their
one-point loss to Oregon in the
Big Ten title game.

No. 11 Ole Miss at No. 6 Penn
State: Rivalry brewing? The Re-
bels beat the Nittany Lions 38-25
in the 2023 Peach Bowl.

No. 10 Alabama at No. 7 Indi-
ana: Alabama has 77 bowl ap-
pearances; Indiana has 13.

No. 9 Notre Dame at No. 8
Tennessee: The programs have
split eight meetings. Notre Dame
won the last one in 200S.
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TOP 25 ROUNDUP

No. 1 Kansas holds
off Michigan State

Self passes Allen as winningest
coach In Jayhawks team history

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Hunter Dickin-
son scored 28 points and Bill Self
became the winningest coach in
Kansas history as the No. 1 Jay-
hawks pulled away from Michi-
gan State for a 77-69 victory in the
Champions Classic on Tuesday
night.

Spartans forward Jaxon Kohler
hit a 3-pointer to tie the game at 52
with just under nine minutes re-
maining. KJ Adams Jr. hit a pair of
free throws to put Kansas (3-0)
ahead to stay.

Self improved to 591-143 in his
22nd season coaching the Jay-
hawks, pushing him past Phog Al-
len’s mark of 590-129 in 36 seasons
on the Kansas sideline.

Frankie Fidler led Michigan
State (2-1) with 1S points.

The Jayhawks posted their sec-
ond straight win over one of the
nation’s prominent programs, fol-
lowing up a 92-89 win over No. 10
North Carolina.

Dajuan Harris Jr. gave Kansas
some breathing room when he laid
one in off a fast break, drew a foul
and completed the three-point
play for a 68-59 lead with 4:25 to
go. After tumbling to the court,

Harris remained on his back for a
few seconds, clapping furiously.
He finished with 11 points and six
assists.

No. 19 Kentucky 77, No. 6
Duke 72: At Atlanta, Otega Oweh
knocked down four free throws in
the final 10.3 seconds and the
Wildcats claimed the first big win
of Mark Pope’s coaching tenure,
knocking off the Blue Devils in the
Champions Classic.

In the frenetic closing seconds,
Duke (2-1) tied the game at 72 on
Cooper Flagg’s layup with 1:14 re-
maining but never got off another
shot.

Flagg ruined a 26-point night by
turning it over twice in the final
minute to hand the victory to Ken-
tucky (3-0).

Oweh had a steal that led to a
pair of free throws, then snatched
away an offensive rebound off a
missed free throw by Lamont But-
ler, drawing another foul that set
up two more free throws with 0.5
seconds left.

Andrew Carr paced the Wild-
cats with 17 points, while Oweh
added 15.

It was a huge win for Pope, a for-
mer Kentucky player who re-
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JoHN BAZEMORE/AP

Kansas guard Dajuan Harris Jr. shoots as Michigan State forward Xavier Booker defends during the first half
Tuesday in Atlanta. The Jayhawks won 77-69 for coach Bill Self’s school-record 591st career victory.

turned to his alma mater after the
departure of long-time coach John
Calipari.

No. 12 Baylor 104, Sam Hous-
ton 67: Jayden Nunn had 19
points with five 3-pointers to lead
six teammates in double figures,
and the Bears won their home
opener over the Bearkats.

Baylor (2-1) got double-doubles
from Miami transfer Norchad
Omier (18 points and 10 rebounds)
and freshman VJ Edgecombe (13
points and 10 rebounds). They
haven’t trailed in their two games
since a 38-point loss in a top-10
matchup at Gonzaga, including a
win over then-No. 16 Arkansas.

Duke transfer Jeremy Roach
had 12 points and eight assists
while Josh Ojianwuna’s 11 points
included a dunk only 10 seconds
into the game that put Baylor
ahead to stay. Robert Wright III
and Jalen Celestine both had 10
points.

Lamar Wilkerson had 19 points
for reigning Conference USA
champion Sam Houston (1-2). Jo-
siah Hammons had 14 points, and
Dorian Finister had 13.

No. 24 Mississippi 64, South
Alabama 54: Sean Padilla scored
19 of his 27 points in the first half
and the Rebels used a 9-0 surge in
the final two minutes to beat the

visiting Jaguars.

Jaemyn Brakefield scored 14
points for Ole Miss (3-0) while Ma-
lik Dia added a game-high 13 re-
bounds. The Rebels led 38-26 at
halftime.

Judah Brown led South Alaba-
ma (1-2) with 16 points while
Myles Corey added 14.

The Jaguars pulled within 55-52
in the final four minutes, but con-
secutive 3-point shots by Jaylen
Murray, Brakefield and Pedulla
put the game away.

Ole Miss played without Mat-
thew Murrell, a three-year starter
at shooting guard, due to lower
back concerns.

Kiffin believes Ole Miss playmg as well as anybody’

By JoHN ZENOR
Associated Press

Mississippi was limping along
after a second three-point loss left
the team’s playoff and Southeas-
tern Conference hopes on life sup-
port.

The 10th-ranked Rebels then
fell behind to Oklahoma at half-
time. In the 10 quarters since, Ole
Miss coach Lane Kiffin doesn’t
think any FBS team has played
better.

“Some people would say right
now we’re playing as well as any-
body in the country, which we
are,” Kiffin said.

No need to be humble when the
Rebels (8-2, 4-2 SEC) entered a
bye week fresh from a 28-10 win
over then-No. 2 Georgia. They’ll
finish up against Florida and Mis-
sissippi State, games when Ole
Miss is likely to be a significant fa-
vorite.

The turnaround came after a
29-26 overtime loss to LSU.
Really, though, it started in the
second half against Oklahoma

RANDY J. WiLLiams/AP

Mississippi head coach Lane Kiffin leads his team to the field before
its game against Georgia on Saturday in Oxford, Miss.

when the Rebels rallied for a 26-14
win with 16 unanswered points.
At halftime of that game, Kiffin
challenged a team packed with
transfer portal pickups to decide if
they’ve “had enough” of letting
those tight games slip away or

wanted to keep striving for bigger
things.

“l told them you can Kkeep
screwing these games up at the
end and the narrative can be, you
guys came here for money and Ole
Miss can’t be one of those teams

that makes an elite run and can’t
be a championship team,” Kiffin
said. “Or you can have enough.

“Since then, it’d be hard to ar-
gue that anybody in the country is
playing better these last 2'> games
of football.”

The Rebels, who had already
lost 20-17 to Kentucky, have out-
scored Oklahoma, Arkansas and
Georgia 107-41 since that halftime
challenge.

Ole Miss scored the last 12
points against the Bulldogs to pull
away.

Normally, this might be a bad
time for a potential momentum-
halting open date. But quarter-
back Jaxson Dart has an extra
week to recover if needed from an
ankle issue that briefly sidelined
him in the Georgia game. It also
gives more time to potentially get
back wide receiver Tre Harris af-
ter he missed the last three games
with a lower body injury.

Wide receiver Juice Wells, a
South Carolina transfer, said the
team knew the Rebels “weren’t

playing to our standard at all.”

“We knew there was something
still left on the table and we knew
we all came here for a reason,”
Wells said.

Indeed, once again Kiffin
leaned heavily on the transfer por-
tal to fortify his roster after a Top
10 finish last season.

The group included top players
like now-injured tailback Henry
Parrish Jr., linebacker Chris Paul
Jr. and linemen Walter Nolen and
Princely Umanmielen. But some
of them didn’t arrive until the
summer.

Kiffin said that’s one explana-
tion for why his team has picked
up steam late in the season.

“This was kind of like an NBA
free-agent thing where it was put
together late,” he said. “There
were a lot of late pieces.

“I think what you’re seeing is
when those teams are put togeth-
er, they take longer sometimes
than ones that have been together
for years, and then they screw up
early in the year sometimes.”
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Flying high
Jets beat Rangers to keep hot streak
going, move to 15-1 » NHL, Page 19
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Moving up

Minnesota QB Brosmer shows
success of FCS transfer route

By DAVE CAMPBELL
Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — When Max
Brosmer was at New Hampshire,
spring practice was conducted be-
fore dawn and, sometimes, even in
the aftermath of a snowstorm.

Forthe Wildcats toconduct those
6 am. workouts in the frigid air
made colder still by the coastal
winds, the field needed to be
plowed first. With nowhere to put
the piles but into the entrance,
players had to lace up their cleats
and climb 10-foot drifts to start the
session.

“If we had the opportunity to go
practiceinside, we would’ve done it
for sure, but it teaches you a lot of
things, I think,” said Brosmer, who
transferred to Minnesota this year.
“Adding people from different
backgrounds, it allows your team to
see a perspective and ultimately
grow tighter as a unit.”

In the FCS, indoor facilities are
largely a wish, not a feature — just
like the meals, tutors and array of
other benefits of being in a power
conference program. Joining the
Golden Gophers has given Brosm-
er, a sixth-year quarterback mak-
ing the most of his lone Big Ten sea-
son,animmeasurable senseof grat-
itude alongside the fulfillment of
his desire to compete at the highest

level of college football.

Brosmer, who is seventh in the
conferenceinpassefficiencyrating
and sixth in completion percent-
age, has thrown 14 touchdowns
against only four interceptions and
rushed for another four scores. His
ability upon arrival to fully grasp
the offense has pushed Minnesota
intotherare air of calling more pass
plays than run plays for the first
timein17 years.

He told coach P.J. Fleck and co-
offensive coordinator and quarter-
backs coach Greg Harbaugh dur-
ing the recruiting process that he
wanted tobe able totake full control
of the offense on the field, and he
has continually impressed the staff
with how immersed and invested
he is in the weekly game plans and
film reviews.

“I've never had a relationship
with a playerlike him where we can
have this dialogue,” Harbaugh
said.

Starting cornerbacks Jack Hen-
derson, in his second season after
transferring from Southeastern
Louisiana, and Ethan Robinson, in
his first season after coming from
Bucknell, have given the Gophers
an FCS presence in the secondary,
too. Just as important as talent in

SEE MOVING ON PAGE 22

BRucE KLUCKHOHN, LEFT, AND ANDY CLAYTON-KING, RIGHT/AP
Defensive back Jack Henderson, left, and quarterback Max Brosmer both transferred to Minnesota from FCS schools and have found new levels of success.

Eagles, Commanders clash for NFC East lead. ... [VWBRRLITINY]



