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! By LoLitA C. BALDOR
ek Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The deployment

of a U.S. Terminal High Altitude Area

%“7%  Defense battery to Israel and roughly

- 100 soldiers to operate it will add to al-

ready difficult strains on the Army’s

air defense forces and potential delays

in modernizing its missile defense sys-

tems, Army leaders said Monday.

The service’s top two leaders de-
clined to provide details on the deploy-
ment ordered by Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin over the weekend. But
they spoke broadly about their con-
cerns as the demand for THAAD and
Patriot missile batteries grows be-
cause of the war in Ukraine and the es-

Demanding
deployment

Sending a THAAD air defense system to

militants.

calating conflict between Israel and
Iran-backed Hezbollah and Hamas

“The air defense, artillery commun-
ity is the most stressed. They have the
highest ‘optempo’ really of any part of
the Army,” Army Secretary Christine
Wormuth said, using a phrase meaning
the pace of operations. “We’re just con-

Israel adds to strain on US Army forces

S|

—

p—
stantly trying to be as disciplined aswe ]
can, and give Secretary Austin the in-
formation he needs to accurately as- :
sess the strain on the force when he’s == ¢

ments.”

considering future operational deploy-

Wormuth said the Army has to be

TS

SEE STRAIN ON PAGE 5

Army to boost pay for most soldiers on extended deployments

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

Soldiers sent on extended oper-
ational deployments lasting more
than 60 days will soon get a pay
bump, the Army’s top civilian said
this week.

The new special duty pay adds

up to $240 per month for all sol-
diers, regardless of rank, Secreta-
ry of the Army Christine Wormuth
said Monday.

“All soldiers of all ranks are
sharing the rigors of deployment
the same and they are all away
from their families, so we felt like

a flat rate made sense to us,” Wor-
muth told reporters at the annual
Association of the U.S. Army
meeting in Washington.

The benefit, applied retroac-
tively to Oct. 1, is in recognition of
the hardship of “being away from
families, but also the rigors of de-

ployment,” she said. It wasn’t
clear when the pay would begin
showing up in paychecks.

Wormuth said she expected the
stipend to remain in place for the
long term.

The stipend is tied to operation-
al deployments that last for more

than 60 days. Missions such as
those carried out by rotational Ar-
my units sent to Europe to counter
potential Russian aggression on
NATO’s eastern flank are among
the deployments eligible for the

SEE BOOST ON PAGE 4
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Walgreens to close 1,200 US stores to steady business

Associated Press

Walgreens plans to close about
1,200 locations over the next three
years as the drugstore chain seeks
to turn around its struggling U.S.
business.

The company said Tuesday that
about 500 store closures will come
in the current fiscal year and
should immediately support ad-
justed earnings and free cash
flow. Walgreens didn’t say where
the store closings would take
place.

Walgreens operates about 8,500

stores in the United States and a
few thousand overseas. All of the
stores that will be closed are in the
United States.

Walgreens Boots Alliance Inc.
leaders said in late June that they
were finalizing a turnaround plan
forits U.S. business, and that push
could result in the closing of hun-
dreds of underperforming stores.

The plan announced Tuesday
includes the closing of 300 stores
that had been approved under a
previous cost-cutting plan.

Walgreens CEO Tim Went-
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Army may conduct
live-fire drills near
N. Korea bhorder

By Davip CHo1
AND Yoo KvyonGg CHANG
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea— U.S. troops may now em-
ploy attack helicopters in live-fire
drills at a range 16 miles from
North Korea, according to the
South’s Ministry of National De-
fense.

For the past six years, the Army
could fly AH-64 Apaches in exer-
cises at the Rodriguez Live Fire
Complex, but not fire their weap-
ons.

Representatives from the min-
istry, South Korean army and a ci-
tizens’ group investigating noise
complaints from the range,
signed a memorandum Monday
to “normalize” training by U.S.
forces, according to a ministry
news release that day.

Concerns over noise generated
by the Apaches prompted a U.S.
noise study earlier this year,
Kang Tae 11, chairman of the citi-
zens’ group — Pocheon Live Fire
Range Countermeasure Commit-
tee — told Stars and Stripes by
phone Tuesday.

“We, local residents, originally
wanted to get this range moved
and closed,” he said. “However,
in the situation in our country that
is a standoff with North Korea,
soldiers need to train some-
where.”

The change near the border
came as tensions continue to tick
higher on the peninsula. On Tues-
day, North Korea destroyed parts
of inter-Korean roads on its side
of the border, after claiming that

South Korean drones flew over
Pyongyang.

To compensate Pocheon resi-
dents for the noise, the ministry
agreed to construct a gymnasium,
golf course and other sports facil-
ities around the range at an un-
determined date, Kang said.

The proposed facilities would
be available for use by area resi-
dents and the military and would
“improve the living conditions
and revitalize the local economy,”
according to the National Defense
Ministry’s release. The ministry
“will continue to communicate
and cooperate with the commun-
ity to ensure security,” it added.

Since 2018, U.S. forces have
been required to inform the min-
istry and Pocheon’s government
of their intent to carry out live-fire
training at the range.

U.S. troops train there through-
out the year using Apaches, eight-
wheeled Strykers and MI1A2
Abrams tanks.

In August, the 1st Armored Bri-
gade Combat Team conducted a
live-fire drill from Strykers and
M109 Paladin howitzers posi-
tioned a mile from the range.

On Oct. 24, 2023, a stray S5.56
mm bullet fired from the range hit
the windshield of an SUV driven
by a South Korean man.

The driver was not injured.

One month later, Eighth Army,
the command responsible for U.S.
ground operations in South Ko-
rea, took responsibility for the ac-
cident and permanently closed
the shooting lane where the bullet
was fired.

3 k.

Luis Garcia/Stars and Stripes

An AH-64E Apache flies over Rodriguez Live Fire Complex in Poche-

on, South Korea.

QuinToN Leg/U.S. Navy

USS Preble sailors man the rails as the destroyer pulls into Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, on Oct. 12.

Destroyer arrives in Japan armed
with high-energy laser weapon

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — A guided-missile de-
stroyer equipped with a high-
energy laser joined the U.S. 7th
Fleet over the weekend to begin
testing the weapon’s effectiveness
at sea. Sailors in dress whites
manned the rails Saturday as the
USS Preble pulled into Tokyo Bay
and moored at Yokosuka, where it
became the 10th destroyer as-
signed to Destroyer Squadron 15.

The Preble’s arrival from Naval
Base San Diego brings a new ca-
pability to the fleet.

It is the only U.S. warship
equipped with the High-Energy
Laser with Integrated Optical-
dazzler and Surveillance, or HE-
LIOS, system.

The 60-kilowatt directed energy
weapons system is designed to
counter small watercraft or
drones and collect long-range in-
telligence, according to manufac-
turer Lockheed Martin’s website.

HELIOS can “dazzle,” or blind
or impair sensors aboard surveil-
lance drones, or punch a hole
through drones, low-flying air-
craft and, in some cases, missiles,
according to Lockheed Martin ex-
ecutive Joe Ottaviano, quoted by
National Defense magazine in
February 2021.

HELIOS is currently in the at-

sea testing phase, Task Force 70
spokesman Lt. Cmdr. Seth Koenig
said Tuesday. The typical over-
seas deployment for a destroyer is
about a decade, but there is cur-
rently no defined time associated
with the Preble’s assignment to
Yokosuka, he said.

Lockheed Martin, starting work
under a $150 million contract in
2018, installed HELIOS aboard
Preblein 2022, according to media
reports cited by the Congressional
Research Service for an Aug. 6 up-
date on Navy-directed energy
weapons.

HELIOS performed well in
land-based tests in fall 2021 at the
Navy’s Surface Combat Systems
Center on Wallops Island, Va., ac-
cording to the report.

The Navy is actively pursuing
systems like HELIOS to improve
warships’ survivability against
large numbers of drones and anti-
ship missiles such as those em-
ployed by China, the report said.

HELIOS is primarily intended
to defend the Preble itself, but it’s
also shown some ability to defend
other ships in its vicinity, accord-
ing to the Congressional Research
Service report.

Unlike missiles and close-in
weapons systems, whose ship-
board magazines are finite and
may require a trip of thousands of
miles to replenish, lasers run on

the ship’s power supply and are
theoretically inexhaustible.

Other potential advantages are
fast engagement times, an ability
to counter radically maneuvering
missiles and conduct precision en-
gagements, and an ability to use
lasers for graduated responses
ranging from detecting and mon-
itoring targets to causing dis-
abling damage, according to the
research service report.

However, solid-state lasers like
HELIOS have limited range — a
mile to several miles — and are
best as short-range defensive
weapons, according to the report.

The HELIOS system works in
sync with the Preble’s Flight ITIA
Aegis Combat System — the Na-
vy’s command-and-control suite
aboard guided-missile destroyers,
according to Lockheed Martin.

That may prove to be a down-
side, however, if the Navy wants to
install the system aboard Flight
III variants of Arleigh Burke-class
destroyers such as the USS Jack
H. Lucas launched in June 2021.
The system uses almost the same
amount of power as the Flight III
variant’s AN/SPY-6 Air and Mis-
sile Defense Radar.

The Preble replaces the guided-
missile destroyer USS Benfold,
which is due to relocate soon to
Everett, Wash., but was still at Yo-
kosuka as of Tuesday.

Maine shooting victims begin suing the Army

Associated Press

LEWISTON, Maine — Lawyers
representing 100 survivors and
family members of victims of the
deadliest shooting in Maine histo-
ry have begun the formal process
of suing the Army and an Army
hospital for failing to act to stop
the reservist responsible for the
tragedy, attorneys announced
Tuesday.

The individual notices of claim
say the Army was aware of the re-
servist’s mental health decline

that left him paranoid, delusional
and expressing homicidal idea-
tions, producing a “hit list” of
those he wanted to attack.

The notices of claim by four law
firms are a required step in suing
the federal government. The Ar-
my will have six months to deter-
mine whether to respond, after
which a lawsuit may be filed.

Eighteen people were killed
when 40-year-old Robert Card
opened fire at two locations he’d
frequented — a bowling alley and

a cornhole league hosted by a bar
and grill — on Oct. 25, 2023. An-
other 13 people were injured. Card
was found dead two days later
from a self-inflicted gunshot
wound. An independent commis-
sion concluded that there were
ample opportunities to intervene
by both civilian law enforcement
and the Army. For now, lawyers
for victims and family and friends
who suffered loss are focusing on
the Army, and not a private hospi-
tal that treated Card.



Pace 4

3RS RE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Wednesday, October 16, 2024

MILITARY

US Army:

Russian

chaos raises risk
of an escalation

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Army’s top general in
Europe warned this week that
Russian operatives making mis-
chief in NATO territory have
ratcheted up the risk of military
escalation with Moscow.

“The miscalculation piece is as
high as it’s ever been,” U.S. Army
Europe and Africa’s Gen. Darryl
Williams said Tuesday.

Williams, speaking at the Asso-
ciation of the U.S. Army’s annual
conference in Washington, said he
couldn’t go into much detail about
the situation. However, he de-
scribed the operatives as nontra-
ditional and not “classically
trained.”

Since Russia’s 2022 attack on
Ukraine, U.S. military officials
have raised concerns about the
lack of systems in place during the
Cold War that helped Washington
and Moscow read each other’s sig-
nals and avoid nuclear conflict.

Williams’ assertion suggests
Russian operatives lack the grasp
of allied red lines that their Soviet
predecessors had.

“We could tumble into this thing
because of the people that are cur-
rently snooping around Europe
and causing mischief in all of our
backyards,” Williams said.

Williams said allies need to pre-
pare for the long-term when it
comes to countering the threat
posed by Russia, which despite
heavy losses in Ukraine continues
to reconstitute its forces, ramp up
defense spending and crank out
munitions with an industrial base
on a wartime footing.

Beyond Ukraine’s borders,
there are growing concerns about
Russian activity rippling into NA-
TO member nations.

On Monday, German officials
highlighted a previously undis-
closed incident that occurred in
July in the eastern city of Leipzig,
where a package caught fire at a
DHL logistics center before being
loaded onto a cargo plane. The
Germans said the action was sus-
pected Russian sabotage.

There have been other causes

for alarm.

“We are seeing sabotage across
Europe,” said Jack Watling, a
ground warfare expert with the
Royal United Services Institute in
London, who joined Williams on
panel discussion
about NATO se-
curity matters.

Numerous
acts of arson, the
attempted assas-
sination of an in-
dustrial leaderin
Europe and vari-
ous information
operations aimed at destabilizing
allied political systems are among
the recent actions carried out by
Russia on NATO turf, he said.

“And we have had Russian
weapons fly through NATO air-
space on their route to Ukraine
multiple times,” Watling said,
without elaborating. “So, this is
very real, and it could escalate ...
which means that we need to be
ready to fight tonight.”

At Williams’ headquarters in
Wiesbaden, Germany, military ex-
ercises have gotten more complex
to better prepare ground forces for
potential large-scale conflict.

Last month, USAREUR led a
two-week drill called Avenger
Triad 24 that involved the Army
and 10 other countries coordinat-
ing a response to a theoretical
Russian attack.

The drill was probably the lar-
gest command post exercise in Eu-
rope since the 1980s, Williams said.

“We’re practicing like we used
to back in the day,” he said, refer-
ring to the Cold War era when al-
lies routinely conducted mass mo-
bilization drills.

Corps passage of lines, or the
movement of large units past each
other on the battlefield, was one
feature of the Avenger Triad exer-
cise. Williams said such maneu-
vers encapsulate how allies are
adapting.

“No other theater is passing
corps in a fight. No other theater.
In Europe we’re doing that —
large scale combat operations,”
Williams said.

Williams
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A TV screen shows a news report saying that North Korea has blown up parts of the northern side of
inter-Korean roads, at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, on Tuesday.

N. Korea blows up parts of roads
to South Korea in display of anger

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — In a
symbolic display of anger, North
Korea on Tuesday blew up the
northern section of unused roads
that once linked it with the South,
with the rivals exchanging threats
days after the North claimed that
its rival flew drones over its cap-
ital Pyongyang.

The roads’ choreographed dem-
olition underlines North Korea’s
growing anger against South Ko-
rea’s conservative government.
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
has vowed to sever relations with
South Korea and abandon the goal
of achieving peaceful Korean uni-
fication.

Observers say it’s unlikely Kim
will launch a preemptive, large-
scale attack on South Korea be-
cause of fear that an almost cer-
tain massive retaliation by the
more superior forces of the United
States and South Korea would
threaten Pyongyang’s survival.

In response to the explosions,
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff
said its military fired within
southern sections of the border as
it bolstered its readiness and sur-
veillance posture.

The statement did not give de-
tails, but the move could have
been an attempt to avert cross-
border fire by North Korea. It

wasn’t  immediately  known
whether North Korea responded.

South Korea’s Unification Min-
istry, which handles affairs with
North Korea, separately con-
demned the North’s detonations
as a “highly abnormal” and “re-
gressive” measure that violates
previous inter-Korean agree-
ments.

Video provided by South Ko-
rea’s military showed a cloud of
white and gray smoke emerging
from the explosion at a road near
the western border town of Kae-
song. North Korean trucks and ex-
cavators could be seen clearing
out debris. Another video showed
smoke emerging from a coastal
road near the eastern border.

North Korea has a history of
staging the choreographed de-
struction of facilities on its own
soil as a political message.

In 2020, North Korea blew up an
empty, South Korean-built liaison
office building just north of the
border in retaliation for South Ko-
rean civilian leafleting cam-
paigns. In 2018, North Korea de-
molished tunnels at its nuclear
testing site at the start of nuclear
diplomacy with the United States.
In 2008, North Korea blew up a
cooling tower at its main nuclear
complex when earlier disarma-
ment-for-aid negotiations with

Washington and others were hap-
pening.

Destroying the roads, which
were mainly built with South Ko-
rean money, would be in line with
leader Kim Jong Un’s order in
January to abandon the goal of
peaceful Korean unification and
formally designate South Korea as
the country’s “invariable princi-
pal enemy.” That order surprised
many outside North Korea watch-
ers because it seemed to break
from his predecessors’ long-cher-
ished dreams of peacefully unify-
ing the Korean Peninsula on the
North’s terms.

Experts say Kim likely aims to
diminish South Korea’s voice in
the regional nuclear standoff and
seek direct dealings with the Unit-
ed States. Kim may also hope to di-
minish South Korean cultural in-
fluence and bolster his family’s
dynastic rule at home.

North Korea has accused South
Korea of infiltrating drones to
drop propaganda leaflets over Py-
ongyang three times this month
and threatened to respond with
force if it happened again.

South Korea has refused to con-
firm whether it sent drones but
warned that North Korea would
face the end of its regime if the
safety of South Korean citizens is
threatened.

Boost: Training centers before deployment does not count for extra pay

FROM PAGE 1
extra pay.

Wormuth said time spent on
trips to Army training centers,
where units often go to prepare for
upcoming deployments, don’t
qualify for the special pay.

The Army has reduced the
number of troops it has based
overseas, especially in Europe,
since the end of the Cold War.
However, it has stepped up its
presence on the Continent over
the past decade with rotational

brigades and battalions moving in
and out of countries on a regular
basis.

The heavy reliance on such
units to carry out deployments has
raised questions about whether
the rotational model puts too

heavy a strain on soldiers.

A March study by the Center for
Strategic and International Stud-
ies reported that there are indica-
tions that troops on accompanied
tours have higher morale than
their rotational counterparts en-

during long family separations.
“Rotational deployments also
lead to more discipline issues and
increased divorce rates,” accord-
ing to the report, which cited low-
er reenlistment rates for units in-
volved in rotational missions.
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A Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) launcher is prepared
to launch interceptors at an undisclosed location in the CENTCOM

Area of Operations in 2023.

Strain: Air defense, artillery
community 1S most stressed

FROM PAGE 1

careful about “what we take on.
But of course, in a world this vola-
tile, you know, sometimes we have
to do what we have to do.”

The Pentagon announced the
THAAD deployment Sunday, say-
ing it was authorized at the direc-
tion of President Joe Biden. U.S.
officials said the system will be
moved from alocation in the conti-
nental United States to Israel and
that it will take a number of days
for it and the soldiers to arrive.
The officials spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss details of
troop movements.

The move adds to what have
been growing tensions within the
Defense Department about what
weapons the U.S. can afford to
send to Ukraine, Israel or else-
where and the resulting risks to
America’s military readiness and
its ability to protect the nation.

“Everybody wants U.S. Army
air defense forces,” Gen. Randy
George, Army chief of staff, said
Monday as he and Wormuth took
questions from journalists at the
Association of the U.S. Army’s an-
nual conference. “This is our most
deployed formation.”

The decision to send the
THAAD came as Israel is widely
believed to be preparing a mili-
tary response to Iran’s Oct. 1 at-
tack, when it fired roughly 180
missiles into Israel. Israel already
has a multilayered air defense

system, but a Hezbollah drone at-
tack on an army base Sunday
killed four soldiers and severely
wounded seven others, under-
scoring the potential need for
greater protection.

Israeli forces and Hezbollah
fighters in Lebanon have been
clashing since Oct. 8, 2023, when
the Lebanese militant group be-
gan firing rockets over the border
in support of its ally Hamas in Ga-
za. The Sunday drone attack was
Hezbollah’s deadliest strike since
Israel launched its ground inva-
sion of Lebanon nearly two weeks
ago.

Since the THAAD deployment
only involves about 100 soldiers, it
won’t add a tremendous amount of
additional strain on air defense
forces, Wormuth said at the confe-
rence.

But it adds to the pace of their
deployments. Since the frenetic
pace of the Iraq and Afghanistan
wars has subsided, the military
has tried to ensure that service
members have sufficient time at
home to train and reset between
deployments.

Shrinking that so-called dwell
time can have an impact on the Ar-
my’s ability to keep good soldiers
in the force.

“They’re very good, but ob-
viously deploying for a year and
coming back for a year and de-
ploying for a year — it’s tough to
do for anybody,” George said.

Netanyahu: Israel to aim
strikes at Iranian military

By SHIRA RUBIN
AND ELLEN NAKASHIMA
The Washington Post

TEL AVIV — Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu has told
the Biden administration he is will-
ing to strike military rather than oil
or nuclear facilities in Iran, accord-
ing to two officials familiar with the
matter, suggesting a more limited
counterstrike aimed at preventing
a full-scale war.

In the two weeks since Iran’s lat-
est missile barrage on Israel, its
second direct attack in six months,
the Middle East has braced for Is-
rael’s promised response, fearing
the two countries’ decadeslong
shadow war could explode into a
head-on military confrontation. It
comes at a politically fraught time
for Washington, less than a month
before the election; President Joe
Biden has said publicly he would
not support an Israeli strike on nu-
clear-related sites.

When Biden and Netanyahu
spoke Wednesday — their first call
in more than seven weeks after
months of rising tensions between
the two men — the prime minister
said he was planning to target mil-
itary infrastructure in Iran, accord-
ing to a U.S. official and an official
familiar with the matter. Like oth-
ers in this story, they spoke on the
condition of anonymity to discuss
sensitive deliberations.

The White House had no imme-
diate comment. The Israeli prime
minister’s office said in a statement
that “we listen to the opinions of the
United States, but we will make our
final decisions based on our nation-
al interest.”

The retaliatory action would be
calibrated to avoid the perception
of “political interference in the U.S.
elections,” the official familiar with
the matter said, signaling Netanya-
hu’s understanding that the scope
of the Israeli strike has the poten-
tial to reshape the presidential
race.

AnIsraeli strike on Iranian oil fa-
cilities could send energy prices
soaring, analysts say, while an at-
tack on the country’s nuclear re-
search program could erase any
remaining red lines governing Is-
rael’s conflict with Tehran, trigger-
ing further escalation and risking a
more direct U.S. military role. Ne-
tanyahu’s stated plan to go after
military sites instead, as Israel did
after Iran’s attack in April, was met
with relief in Washington.

Netanyahu was in a “more mod-
erated place” in that discussion
than he had previously been, said
the U.S. official, describing the call
between the two leaders. The ap-
parent softening of the prime min-
ister’s stance factored into Biden’s
decision to send a powerful missile

PAMELA SMITH/AP

Prime Minister of Israel
Benjamin Netanyahu.

defense system to Israel, both offi-
cials said.

After that call, the president was
more inclined to do it, the U.S. offi-
cial said.

On Sunday, the Pentagon an-
nounced that it was deploying its
anti-ballistic THAAD battery sys-
tem to Israel, along with about 100
U.S. military personnel. The sys-
tem, which officials say is expected
to arrive in the coming days, “un-
derscores the United States’ iron-
clad commitment to the defense of
Israel,” the Pentagon statement
said.

The Israeli strike on Iran would
be carried out before the U.S. elec-
tions on Nov. 5, the official familiar
with the matter said, because alack
of action could be interpreted by
Iran as a sign of weakness. “It will
be one in a series of responses,” she
said.

Zohar Palti, a former intelli-
gence director for Israel’s Mossad
intelligence agency, said Netanya-
hu would need to balance Washing-
ton’s appeals for moderation with
the public demand in Israel for an
overwhelming response.

“The Iranians have lost every
measure of restraint that they used
to have,” he said. “Without the U.S.
weapons, Israel cannot fight,” Palti
acknowledged. “Butitis Israel who
takes the risks” and “knows how to
do the job.”

On Thursday night, the official
familiar with the matter said, Neta-
nyahu convened his security cabi-
net for three hours to discuss the
options on the table, but he did not
seek official authorization for the
attack from his cabinet — keeping
the timing intentionally open-end-
ed.

Within the Israeli defense estab-
lishment, there is concern that the
strike will not be forceful enough —
or public enough — to deter Iran
from another direct attack on Is-
rael, or from developing nuclear
weapons.

“The Israeli military wants to hit
Iran’s military leadership, because

it doesn’t hurt the people and it
doesn’t erupt the region into a larg-
er war,” said Gayil Talshir, a politi-
cal scientist at Hebrew University
who is in contact with senior mem-
bers of Israel’s defense establish-
ment. “But that is not how Netanya-
hu is thinking.”

In April, after a U.S.-led military
coalition helped Israel intercept
hundreds of Iranian drones and
missiles — a large but well-chore-
ographed attack — Israel respon-
ded with a pinpoint strike on an air
base in Isfahan, in central Iran. Is-
raeli officials mostly kept quiet af-
ter the attack, with the exception of
far-right National Security Minis-
ter Itamar Ben Gvir, who posted on
social media that the response was
“lame!”

On Oct. 1, after successful Israeli
operations against Iran and its
proxies, including the assassina-
tion of Hezbollah leader Hasan
Nasrallah, Tehran fired nearly 200
ballistic missiles at Israel — this
time without warning — killing a
Palestinian man in the West Bank
and hitting at least two military in-
stallations. Amir Saeid Iravani,
Iran’s ambassador to the United
Nations, said the attack was meant
to “restore balance and deter-
rence.”

“When we responded last time,
they didn’t get the message,” Palti
said. “So the alternative now is be-
tween restraint or retaliation, and
the answer is obvious.”

But Israel is already fighting on
multiple fronts. Late last month,
thousands of Israeli troops invaded
southern Lebanon for the first time
in nearly two decades and, last
week, the military unleashed yet
another punishing offensive in
northern Gaza. When it comes to
Tehran, figures close to Netanya-
hu’s team have signaled strategic
patience.

“Just as we waited with [Hezbol-
lah in] Lebanon, and with [Hamas
in Gaza] in the south, now I think
we will have to wait with Iran,” Na-
tan Eshel, an adviser to the Neta-
nyahu family, said in a leaked mes-
sage to Israeli media Sunday. “We
will get to the same point in the
north, we will finish it, and then get
to Iran, which is not going any-
where.”

On timing, too, Netanyahu ap-
peared to be taking cues from
Washington: The United States is
“giving Israel and the Netanyahu
government a bear hug, but for
Hezbollah,” said a former senior
Israeli defense official who is fa-
miliar with current security dis-
cussions. “It is sending THAAD
and promising all kinds of weapons
that we need to finish off Hezbol-
lah, saying that we can deal with
Iran later.”
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GOP faces backlash for overseas ballot suits

By Amy GARDNER,
JACQUELINE ALEMANY
AND DAN LAMOTHE
The Washington Post

Republican lawsuits in Pennsyl-
vania, Michigan and North Caroli-
na challenging the legitimacy of
overseas ballots have prompted a
backlash among military person-
nel, their spouses, veterans and
elected officials.

Scores of veterans and active-
duty members of the armed forces
have posted online or contacted
their elected representatives out
of concern that their votes might
not be counted. Military and elect-
ed leaders, along with voting
rights advocates, have decried the
lawsuits as well, calling them a be-
trayal to the men and women serv-
ing the country overseas.

“Literally, these are the people
who are putting it all on the line for
what we have in America,” said
Allison Jaslow, an Army veteran
who served in Iraq and now is
chief executive of the nonprofit
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of
America. “And we’re going to
compromise their ability to have a
say in how they vote for who sends

them to war? It’s just beyond the
pale.”

A group of House Democrats
over the weekend called on De-
fense Secretary Lloyd Austin to
guarantee that overseas Ameri-
cans, including those serving in
the armed forces, retain their right
to participate fully in U.S. elec-
tions, after six Pennsylvania Re-
publican members of Congress
filed a lawsuit last week.

The Democrats said they had
heard from constituents domesti-
cally and overseas after The
Washington Post reported on the
lawsuits. The Pennsylvania suit
asks a federal judge to order that
all overseas ballots, including
those from military personnel and
their families, be set aside and the
identities of the voters confirmed
before the votes are counted.

The Republican National Com-
mittee filed separate lawsuits in
Michigan and North Carolina last
week alleging that the states allow
“overseas citizens whoneverlived
in either state toillegally vote,” ac-
cording to a news release. Both
states allow people born to parents
who were previously legal state

residents to cast ballots.

Michigan Secretary of State
Jocelyn Benson, a Democrat,
asked a judge Monday to sanction
the RINC for what she described in
a filing as a “frivolous” lawsuit.

Cleta Mitchell, one of the law-
yers who helped former president
Donald Trump challenge his de-
feat in Georgia in the last election
cycle, worked with leaders in
Pennsylvania on the lawsuit, she
told The Post. Mitchell said proto-
cols around overseas voting are
“porous,” creating ample opportu-
nities for noncitizens to request
ballots and vote illegally.

Mitchell said those who support
the lawsuit are not trying to disen-
franchise eligible voters but rath-
er trying to firm up a system that
makes it too easy for those not en-
titled to vote in U.S. elections to
cast ballots.

She said state-level failures
“have created a very unstable,
nonverified and nonverifiable vot-
ing program that is easily exploit-
ed and manipulated.”

Rep. Pat Ryan, D-N.Y.,an Army
veteran whose district is home to
40,000 veterans and military fam-

ilies as well as the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, called the
Republican lawsuits “an attempt
to disenfranchise literal active du-
ty military members who are
overseas, risking their life for our
country,” as well as their families.
Ryanis among the Democrats who
signed the letter to Austin.

Joseph Votel, a retired four-star
Army general, said in an interview
that he was shocked to learn of the
lawsuit and compared it to a “hos-
tage-taking” of the votes of men
and women who have taken an
oath to protect the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

“Iwould just say as a retired se-
nior military officer and some-
body that served overseas and did
vote a number of times by absen-
tee ballot very, very frequently,
that the expectation of our military
members and their roles as citi-
zens is that their votes will count,”
Votel said.

In the letter sent to Austin on
Saturday and reviewed by The
Post, Ryan, along with Reps. Chris
Deluzio, D-Pa., Chrissy Houlahan,
D-Pa., and others requested “fur-
ther clarification” on how Austin

plans to protect voting rights
among Pennsylvania residents
living abroad.

Air Force Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder,
top Pentagon spokesman, said in a
statement that Austin “believes
that service members serving
overseas, eligible family members
and U.S. citizens overseas have the
right to vote, and DOD will contin-
ue to work to help them do so.”

The ballots in question are go-
verned by a federal law known as
the Uniformed and Overseas Citi-
zens Absentee Voting Act, which
requires states to allow eligible
Americans living overseas, in-
cluding military personnel, to vote
in federal elections. Although
many states require overseas vot-
ers to provide identification such
as a driver’s license or passport,
Pennsylvania does not. The Repu-
blican House members who filed
the suit said that makes those bal-
lots vulnerable to fraud.

President Joe Biden issued an
executive order in March 2021 re-
quiring Austin, as the head of the
Defense Department, to facilitate
voting among both military and
nonmilitary Americans abroad.

Harris and Trump hold rival events in battleground Pa.

Associated Press

OAKS, Pa. — Vice President Kamala
Harris and former President Donald
Trump took their fight for Pennsylvania to
opposite ends of the state Monday, with
Harris speaking in the northwest corner in
Erie and Trump in the southeastern sub-
urbs of Philadelphia.

Democrat Harris and Republican Trump
have been making regular appearances in
what is the country’s largest battleground
state — it was Harris’ 10th visit to Pennsyl-
vania this campaign season, and just last
week Trump made stops in both Scranton
and Reading.

Harris at an evening campaign rally
homed in on Trump’s comments over the
weekend suggesting that the U.S. military
could potentially be used to deal with “the
enemy from within.”

She argued that the comments made in a
Fox News “Sunday Morning Futures” in-
terview are the latest example of threaten-
ing rhetoric from the former president that
should concern Americans about what a po-
tential second Trump term could look like.

“He considers anyone who doesn’t sup-
port him or who will not bend to his will an
enemy of our country,” Harris said after
playing a clip of the comment on the jumbo
screen in the Erie arena. “This is among the
reasons I believe so strongly that a second
Trump term would be a huge risk for Amer-
ica and dangerous.”

She added that Trump is increasingly dis-
playing “unstable and unhinged” behavior.

Trump made the comment in response to
a question about “outside agitators” poten-
tially disrupting Election Day, pivoting to
what he said is a foe closer to home.

“I think the bigger problem is the enemy
from within,” Trump said. He added: “We
have some very bad people. We have some

sick people, radical left lunatics. And I think
they’re the big — and it should be very eas-
ily handled by, if necessary, by National
Guard, or if really necessary, by the mili-
tary, because they can’t let that happen.”

Trump’s running mate, Sen. JD Vance,
defended Trump’s comments during a
campaign stop in Minneapolis earlier Mon-
day.

“Is it a justifiable use of those assets if
they’re rioting and looting and burning ci-
ties down to the ground? Of course it is.
Right?” Vance told reporters. “I think the
question is, is it a justifiable use of assets,
depends on what’s actually happening.”

Trump beat Hillary Clinton by more than
40,000 votes in Pennsylvania on his way to
winning the presidency in 2016. But Joe Bi-

JaBIN BotsForp/The Washington Post

Supports cheer for Donald Trump during a rally in Pennsylvania.

den, a Scranton native, beat Trump by
about 80,000 votes in the state four years
ago.

Harris called Erie a “pivot” area for her
campaign, a Democratic-majority city of
about 94,000 people bordered by suburbs
and rural areas with significant numbers of
Republicans. Erie County is often cited as
one of the state’s reliable bellwether re-
gions, where the electorate has a decidedly
moderate voting record. Trump visited Erie
on Sept. 29.

Harris also talked up early voting during
her rally. Mail-in voting is well underway in
the state where some 7 million people are
likely to cast votes in the presidential race.

“If you have already received your ballot
in the mail, please do not wait,” Harris

urged her supporters. “Fill it out and return
it today or tomorrow. But please get it out.”

Beforehand, she stopped by a newly
opened coffee shop and record store in Erie
as she continues to press her case for Black
men’s support.

The visit to LegendErie Records and Cof-
fee House, a Black-owned small business,
came after her campaign unveiled a plan
earlier Monday to give Black men more ec-
onomic opportunities and other chances.
The campaign is trying to step up outreach
to Black men, a key voting bloc that has
some Democrats concerned about a possi-
ble lack of enthusiasm.

Trump spoke at a town hall Monday in
suburban Oaks. Responding to a man who
said his dream of homeownership feels out
of reach, Trump said regulations make it
too expensive to build in some places. He
repeated his pledge to increase U.S. oil
drilling, which he said would drive down
costs, though domestic production is al-
ready at record highs.

“We’re going to drill baby drill, we’re go-
ing to have so much energy and we’re going
to bring prices down,” Trump said.

He also claimed that government data
from crime statistics to jobless numbers is
“fake,” alleging the numbers are manipu-
lated to help the incumbent Democrats.

Trump cut short his remarks after twice
being interrupted by medical incidents in
the crowd, turning the town hall into a con-
cert instead.

After the second incident, Trump spoke
for a few more minutes and then called for
music. He then stood onstage — at times
swaying along — as music played. Pennsyl-
vania and its 19 electoral votes, the most of
any swing state, have generated the most at-
tention by far from the Democratic and Re-
publican presidential campaigns.
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Florida counties somewhat back to normal

Power returns to most homes, gas stations reopen after storm B

By Russ Bynum
AND CURT ANDERSON
Associated Press

ELLENTON, Fla. — Florida
counties hard hit by Hurricane
Milton are returning to a sem-
blance of normalcy, with power
restored to most areas on Monday,
gas stations reopening and stu-
dents preparing to return to
school.

Still, some neighborhoods re-
mained without power, with many
severely damaged homes and
businesses, their streets flooded
and filled with debris.

But on the whole, things were
looking up.

Florida power companies had
restored electricity to about 93%
of the 3.4 million homes and busi-
nesses that lost service after Mil-
ton made landfall late Wednesday
as a Category 3 hurricane south of
Tampa, smacking the region with
120 mph winds and a storm surge
of up to 10 feet.

At least 11 people died less than
two weeks after Hurricane He-
lene inflicted major damage in
Florida and other Southeastern
states. The death toll from Helene
is more than 240.

The three major power compa-
nies in the area hit by Milton de-
ployed thousands of workers to
quickly repair lines, poles and oth-
er infrastructure.

“I know those guys got in and
started working as soon as it was
possible,” Gov. Ron DeSantis said
at a Monday news conference at

SeaPort Manatee, just south of
Tampa Bay. He said the recovery
has been “very rapid and we ap-
preciate what they’ve been able to
do.”

Florida Power & Light, Duke
Energy and TECO Energy also
credited efforts over the last dec-
ade to put more power lines un-
derground, install stronger utility
poles and adopt technology that
enables electricity to be rerouted
around damaged equipment.

Areas that remain flooded will
be the last to get power, and homes
with damaged electrical systems
won’t be able to receive it, the
companies said.

“Electricity and water don’t
mix, So we cannot reenergize until
the water has receded to ensure
the safety of those customers,”
Duke spokesperson Ana Gibbs
said.

Gerome Ozias was startled Sun-
day night when power came back
after four days to his home in Pal-
metto, about 40 miles south of
Tampa. He had been prepared to
wait much longer. As he sat on his
shaded front porch Monday with
his daughter and another relative,
air conditioning units hummed
from several windows.

“I'm surprised, but I’'m happy,
too.” said Ozias, who emigrated
from Haiti nearly three decades
ago. With power for his refrigera-
tor, he replaced the food that had
spoiled.

Lines are mostly gone at gas sta-
tions. DeSantis said about 12 mil-

lion gallons of fuel was brought in
over the four days since the storm.
That helped replenish stations
that ran out of gas before Milton
arrived. The state has also opened
a dozen sites in the Tampa Bay ar-
ea where it is giving away about 2
million gallons of fuel.

According to the fuel tracking
website and app GasBuddy, about
half of the Tampa Bay area’s gas
stations had fuel on Monday after-
noon. On Friday, less than a quar-
ter did.

Indicative of the improved con-
ditions was a line at a Palmetto car
wash, where David Washington
used a towel to dry and buff his
now-sparkling blue Ford F-150.
The pickup had been spattered
with mud from driving through
soggy areas as Washington
checked on relatives after the two
storms.

“You clean your car and get in-
side, it just makes you feel so
much better,” said Washington, a
lifelong Floridian.

Most school districts in the har-
dest-hit areas plan to reopen cam-
puses Wednesday, though Mana-
tee County plans to reopen its
schools on Tuesday. In Hillsbor-
ough County, which contains
Tampa, schools held cleanup
events on Monday.

“We had school staff, families
and other volunteers out cleaning
up debris on the campus. It was an
amazing show of community,” dis-
trict spokesperson Tanya Arja
said. About a third of the district’s

FEMA workers change some recovery
efforts in North Carolina after threats

Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — Federal
disaster workers paused and
then changed some of their hur-
ricane-recovery efforts in North
Carolina, including abandoning
door-to-door visits, after receiv-
ing threats that they could be
targeted by a militia, officials
said, as the government re-
sponse to Helene is targeted by
runaway disinformation.

The threats emerged over the
weekend. The Rutherford
County Sheriff’s Office said in a
statement Monday that it re-
ceived a call Saturday about a
man with an assault rifle who
made a comment “about possi-
bly harming” employees of the
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency working in the
hard-hit areas of Lake Lure and
Chimney Rock, in the North
Carolina mountains.

Authorities got a description

of a suspect’s vehicle and li-
cense plate and later identified
him as William Jacob Parsons,
44 of Bostic, a small community
about 60 miles west of Char-
lotte. Sheriff’s officials said in a
statement that Parsons — who
was armed with a handgun and
a rifle — was charged with “go-
ing armed to the terror of the
public,” a misdemeanor. He
was released after posting bond.

The sheriff’s office said initial
reports indicated that a “truck-
load of militia” was involved in
making the threat, but further
investigation determined that
Parsons acted alone.

In a Facebook post, Ashe
County Sheriff B. Phil Howell
said FEMA put some work on
hold as it assessed the threats.

“Stay calm and steady during
our recovery, help folks and
please don’t stir the pot,” Ho-
well wrote Sunday.

FEMA confirmed in a state-
ment Monday that it adjusted
operations. It emphasized that
disaster-recovery centers re-
main open and that FEMA con-
tinues “to help the people of
North Carolina with their recov-
ery.”

Workers from the agency’s
disaster-assistance teams —
who help survivors apply for
FEMA aid and connect them
with additional state and local
resources — have stopped going
door to door and instead are
working from fixed locations
while the potential threats are
assessed, a person familiar with
the matter told The Associated
Press.

The person stressed that FE-
MA was making the adjust-
ments “out of an abundance of
caution.”

FEMA did not immediately
provide details on the threats.

Joe BURBANK/AP

A Seminole County Sheriff's Office Special Operations airboat arrives
on flooded Mullet Lake Park Road in Geneva, Fla., on Monday.

304 schools remain without power
and a dozen still have standing wa-
ter, she said.

DeSantis has cautioned that de-
bris removal from Helene and
Milton could take up to a year,
even as Florida shifts nearly 3,000
workers to the cleanup. The feder-
al government has approved 100%
federal reimbursement for those
efforts for 90 days.

Including damage done by He-
lene in other states, Moody’s esti-
mates that combined privately in-
sured losses for the two storms
range between $3S billion and $55
billion. That’s only insured loss,
and doesn’t include the federal
flood insurance program.

Unlike Ozias’ neighborhood,
Chuck Porter’s neighborhood in

nearby Ellenton remained with-
out power Monday afternoon.

A snapped power pole was still
lying across the yard of a nearby
home. A large, uprooted tree still
pinned down power lines near the
neighborhood entrance. Utility
crew trucks passed without stop-
ping, since they couldn’t do any re-
pair work yet.

Still, Porter, a retiree who has
lived in the community for nearly
70years, wasn’t complaining. Por-
ter and his wife, Nancy, were stay-
ing with their daughter nearby.
His power company says his ser-
vice should be restored by
Wednesday night, but even a little
delay won’t bother him.

“By the end of the week, we’ll be
fine,” Porter said.
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Microsoft: More cybercriminals aiding US foes

By Davip KLEPPER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON—Russia, China
and Iranareincreasingly relyingon
criminal networks to lead cyberes-
pionage and hacking operations
againstadversarieslikethe U.S.,ac-
cording to areporton digital threats
published Tuesday by Microsoft.

The growing collaboration be-
tween authoritarian governments
and criminal hackers has alarmed
national security officials and cy-
bersecurity experts who say it rep-
resents the increasingly blurred
lines between actions directed by
Beijing or the Kremlin aimed at un-
dermining rivals and the illicit ac-
tivities of groups typically more in-
terested in financial gain.

Inone example, Microsoft’s anal-
ysts found that a criminal hacking
group with links to Iran infiltrated
an Israeli dating site and then tried
to sell or ransom the personal infor-
mation it obtained. Microsoft con-
cluded the hackers had two mo-
tives: to embarrass Israelis and
make money.

In another, investigators identi-
fied a Russian criminal network
that infiltrated more than S0 elec-
tronic devices used by the Ukrai-
nian military in June, apparently
seekingaccess and information that
could aid Russia’s invasion of Uk-
raine. There was no obvious finan-
cial motive forthe group, aside from
any payment they may have re-
ceived from Russia.

For nations like Russia, China,
Iran and North Korea, which hasits
own tiesto hacking groups, teaming
up with cybercriminals offers a
marriage of convenience with ben-
efits for both sides. Governments
can boost the volume and effective-
ness of cyber activities without add-
ed cost. For the criminals, it offers
new avenues for profit and the
promise of government protection.

“We're seeing in each of these
countries this trend towards com-
bining nation-state and cybercrimi-
nal activities,” said Tom Burt, Mi-
crosoft’s vice president of customer
security and trust.

So far there is no evidence sug-

gesting that Russia, China or Iran
are sharing resources with each
other or working with the same
criminal networks, Burt said. But
he said the growing use of private
cyber “mercenaries” shows how
far America’s adversaries will go to
weaponize the internet.

Microsoft’s report analyzed
cyber threats between July 2023
and June 2024, looking at how
criminals and foreign nations are
using hacking, spear phishing, mal-
ware and other techniques to gain
access and control over a target’s
system. The company says its cus-
tomers face more than 600 million
suchincidents every day.

Russia focused much of its cyber
operations on Ukraine, trying to
gain entry into military and govern-
ment systems and spreading disin-
formation designed to undermine
support for the war among its allies.

Ukraine has responded with its
own cyber efforts, including one
last week that knocked some Rus-
sian state media outlets offline.

Networks tied to Russia, China

and Iran have also targeted Ameri-
can voters, using fake websites and
social media accounts to spread
false and misleading claims about
the 2024 election. Analysts at Mi-
crosoftagree with the assessment of
U.S. intelligence officials who say
Russia is targeting the campaign of
Vice President Kamala Harris,
while Iran is working to oppose for-
mer President Donald Trump.

Iran has also hacked into
Trump’s campaign and sought, un-
successfully, to interest Democrats
in the material. Federal officials
have also accused Iran of covertly
supporting American protests over
the war in Gaza.

Russia and Iran will likely accel-
erate the pace of their cyber oper-
ations targeting the U.S. as Election
Day approaches, Burt said.

China, meanwhile, has largely
stayed out of the presidential race,
focusing its disinformation on
down-ballot races for Congress or
state and local office. Microsoft
found networks tied to Beijing also
continue to target Taiwan and other

countries in the region.

In response, a spokesperson for
China’s embassy in Washington
said allegations that China partners
with cybercriminals are ground-
less and accused the U.S. of spread-
ing its own “disinformation about
the so-called Chinese hacking
threats.”

In a statement, spokesperson Liu
Pengyu said that “our position is
consistent and clear. China firmly
opposes and combats cyber attacks
and cyber theft in all forms.”

Russia and Iran have also reject-
ed accusations that they’re using
cyber operations to target Ameri-
cans.

Federal authorities recently an-
nounced plans to seize hundreds of
website domains used by Russia to
spread election disinformation and
to support efforts to hack former
U.S. military and intelligence fig-
ures. But investigators at the Atlan-
tic Council’s Digital Forensic Re-
search Lab found that sites seized
by the government can easily and
quickly be replaced.

Union representation petitions
doubled under Biden presidency

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — There has
been a doubling of petitions by
workers to have union representa-
tion during President Joe Biden’s
administration, according to fig-
ures released Tuesday by the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board.

There were 3,286 petitions filed
with the governmentin fiscal 2024,
up from 1,638 in 2021. This marks
the first increase in unionization
petitions during a presidential
term since Gerald Ford’s adminis-
tration, which ended 48 years ago.

During Donald Trump’s presi-
dency, union petitions declined
22%.

President Joe Biden said in a

statement obtained by The Associ-
ated Press that the increase
showed thathisadministrationhas
done more for workers than his
predecessor, Trump, the current
Republican nominee who is vying
toreturn to the White House in No-
vember’s election.

“After the previous administra-
tion sided with big corporations to
undermine workers —from block-
ing overtime pay protections to
making it harder to organize — my
Administration has supported
workers,” Biden said. “Because
when unions do well, all workers
do well and the entire economy
benefits.”

Vice President Kamala Harris,

the Democratic nominee, is rely-
ing heavily on union support to
help turn out voters in this year’s
presidential election. But Trump
with his push for tariffs on foreign
imports has a blue collar appeal
that has for some unionized work-
ers mattered more than his record
his office.

Just 16% of voters in 2020 be-
longed toaunion household. Biden
secured 5S6% of them, compared to
Trump getting 42%, according to
AP VoteCast. The margin of sup-
port in union households in this
year’s election could decide the
outcome of potentially close races
in Pennsylvania, Michigan and
Wisconsin.

RESPECT
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PauL KitagAki JR., SACRAMENTO (CALIF.) BEE/AP

Sheraton Grand Hotel workers represented by United Here Local 49,
a union that represents hospitality workers, participate in a strike
authorization vote in Sacramento, Calif., last month.

Workershave alsobecome more
empowered to report what they
judge to be unfair labor practices.
The National Labor Relations

Boardsaiditsfield officesreceived
a total of 24,578 cases last fiscal
year, the most in more than a dec-
ade.

Judge: Yard signs for sex offenders on Halloween unconstitutional

By Jim SALTER
Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Many states have
laws designed to keep children
away from convicted sexual offen-
ders on Halloween night, such as
curfews for those on offender regis-
tries and requirements to keep their
porch lights off.

But a Missouri law mandating a
yard sign was a step too far, a judge
ruled.

A2008lawrequiredregistered of-
fenders in Missouri to post signs on
Oct. 31 thatread “No candy or treats
at this residence.” U.S. District
Judge John Ross ruled this month
that the provision violated the First
Amendment by forcing “compelled

speech,” depriving those on the reg-
istry “of their freedom to speak in
their own words or to not speak at
all.”

The ruling lets stand other provi-
sions of the Missouri law that re-
quire people on the registry on Hal-
loween to remain inside their home
from S p.m.t010:30 p.m. and toleave
their outdoor lights off.

The Missouri sign law is unique
among states, but some cities and
counties have tried similar laws that
were either struck down in court or
withdrawn as part of lawsuit settle-
ments.

Ross’ ruling about the Missouri
sign law drew a mixed response.
Some said extraordinary steps are

necessary on a night when children
flood the streets and often knock on
the doors of strangers. Others said
the signlaw was unnecessarily cruel
—and even counterproductive.

“Ifeellikeit’sasetback and anoth-
er example of predators’ rights kind
of trumping those of their victims,”
said Tara Bishop, a 40-year-old
mother of four from southwestern
Missouri who operates a Facebook
page called Child Predators Ex-
posed with more than 10,000 follow-
ers.

Janice Bellucci, thelawyer forthe
Missouri man who challenged the
law, said that for those forced to
place the sign, the damage is long-
lasting.

“It’s not just stigmatizing you that
one day, it stigmatizes you for the
rest of your life, as long as you live
there,” said Bellucci, who is part of
the California-based Alliance for
Constitutional Sex Offense Laws.

The lawsuit was filed on behalf of
Thomas L. Sanderson of Hazel-
wood, Mo., a St. Louis suburb. He
was convicted of second-degree so-
domy in 2006 after a 16-year-old
family friend accused him of sexual-
ly touching her. Sanderson, who has
maintained his innocence, was sen-
tenced to two years in prison and re-
quired to register as a sexual offen-
der for 25 years.

The Missouri Halloween law was
adopted twoyearslater. Itisunclear

how many of the state’s approxi-
mately 26,000 convicted sexual of-
fenders have been charged for vio-
lating the statute, or how stringent
enforcement has been.

The lawsuit said Sanderson asked
police ifhe was subject to the law be-
cause his conviction happened be-
fore its passage. He said he was told
he was not, so he continued to host
Halloween parties, the lawsuit said.

But the lawsuit said that on Hallo-
ween night 2022, police arrived at
Sanderson’s home. No sign was
posted, and he was arrested. He
pleaded guilty to amisdemeanor for
violating the Halloween statute and
received probation. He sued last
year.
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Steven Abujen, a California prison inmate with the Prison Industry Authority, cleans one of the newly
installed headstones at the Mormon Island Relocation Cemetery, near Folsom, Calif., in 2011.

Calif. and Nev. voters mull bans on
forced labor to protect prisoners

AP/Report for America

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Cali-
fornia and Nevada voters will de-
cide in November whether to ban
forced prison labor by removing
language from their state constitu-
tions rooted in the legacy of chattel
slavery.

The measures aim to protect in-
carcerated people from being
forced to work under the threat of
punishment in the states, where it is
not uncommon for prisoners to be
paid less than $1 an hour to fight
fires, clean prison cells, make li-
cense plates or doyard work at cem-
eteries.

Nevadaincarcerates about10,000
people. All prisoners in the state are
required to work or be in vocational
training for 40 hours each week, un-
less they have a medical exemption.
Some of them make as little as 35
cents hourly.

Voters will weigh the proposals
during one of the most historic elec-
tionsinmodern history, said Jamilia
Land, an advocate with the Abolish
Slavery National Network who has
spent years trying to get the Califor-
nia measure passed.

“California, as well as Nevada,

has an opportunity to end legalized,
constitutional slavery within our
states, in its entirety, while at the
same time we have the first Black
woman running for president,” she
said of Vice President Kamala Har-
ris’ bid as the first Black and Asian
American woman to earn a major
party’s nomination for the nation’s
highest office.

Several other states such as Col-
orado, Alabama and Tennessee
haveinrecentyears done away with
exceptions for slavery and involun-
tary servitude, though the changes
were not immediate. In Colorado —
the first state to get rid of an excep-
tion for slavery from its constitution
in 2018 — incarcerated people al-
leged in a lawsuit filed in 2022 that
they had still been forced to work.

“Whatitdid do—itcreated a con-
stitutional right for a whole class of
people that didn’t previously exist,”
said Kamau Allen, a co-founder of
the Abolish Slavery National Net-
work who advocated for the Colora-
domeasure.

Nevada’s proposal aims toabolish
from the constitution both slavery
and involuntary servitude as pun-
ishment for crime. California’s con-

stitution was changed in the 1970s to
remove an exemption for slavery,
but the involuntary servitude ex-
ception remains on the books.

Wildland firefighting is among
the most sought-after prison work
programs in Nevada. Those eligible
forthe program are paid around $24
per day.

“There are alot of people who are
incarcerated that want to do mea-
ningful work. Now are they treated
fairly? No,” said Chris Peterson, le-
galdirectoratthe American Civil Li-
berties Union of Nevada, which sup-
ports the measure. “They’re getting
paid pennies on the hour, where oth-
er people get paid dollars, to do in-
credibly dangerous work.”

The California state Senate re-
jected a previous version of the pro-
posalin 2022 after Democratic Gov.
GavinNewsom’sadministration cit-
ed concerns about the cost if the
state had tostart payingall prisoners
the minimum wage. Newsom
signed a law earlier this year that
would require the Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation to
create a voluntary work program.
But the law would only take effect if
voters approve the forced labor ban.

Data show migrant
deaths in NM have
increased tenfold

Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — Ten
times asmany migrants died in New
Mexico near the U.S.-Mexico bor-
derineachofthelasttwoyearscom-
pared with just five years ago as
smuggling gangs steer them — ex-
hausted, dehydrated and malnour-
ished — mostly into the hot desert,
canyons or mountains west of E1 Pa-
so, Texas.

During the first eight months of
2024, the bodies of 108 presumed
migrants mostly from Mexico and
Central America were found near
the border in New Mexico and often
less than 10 miles from El Paso, ac-
cording to the most recent data. The
remains of 113 presumed migrants
were found in New Mexico in 2023,
compared withninein2020and10in
2019.

It’s not clear exactly why more
migrants are being found dead in
that area, but many experts say
smugglers are treating migrants
more harshly and bringing them on
paths that could be more dangerous
in extreme summer temperatures.

Theinflux has taxed the Universi-
ty of New Mexico’s Office of the
Medical Investigator, which identi-
fiesthe dead and conducts autopsies
that almost always show the cause
as heat-related.

“Our reaction was sadness, hor-
ror and surprise becauseithad been
very consistently low for as long as
anyone can remember,” said
Heather Edgar, a forensic anthro-
pologist with the office.

Serving the entire state, the office
over two years has added deputy
medical investigators to handle the
extradeathsontop of the usual 2,500
forensic cases.

“We’d always had three deputies
down in that area, and I think we
have nine or 10 now,” Edgar said of
New Mexico’s eastern migration
corridor.

Immigration and border security
are among voters’ top concerns
heading into the Nov. S presidential

contest, but the candidates have fo-
cused onkeeping migrants out of the
U.S. and deporting those already
here.

The increase in deaths is a hu-
manitarian concern as smugglers
guide migrants into New Mexico
through fencing gaps at the border
city of Sunland Park and over low-
lying barriers west of the nearby
Santa Teresa Port of Entry.

“People are dying close to urban
areas, in some cases just 1,000 feet
from roads,” noted Adam Isacson,
an analyst for the nongovernmental
Washington Office on Latin Ameri-
ca. He said water stations, improved
telecommunications and more res-
cue efforts could help.

New Mexico officials are target-
ing human-smuggling networks, re-
cently arresting 16 people and res-
cuing 91 trafficking victims. U.S.
Customs and Border Protection
added a surveillance blimp to mon-
itor the migration corridor near its
office in Santa Teresa, in Dofia Ana
County. Movable 33-foot towers use
radar to scan the area.

U.S. officials in recent years have
added 30 more push-buttonbeacons
that summon emergency medical
workers along remote stretches of
the border at New Mexico and west-
ern Texas. They have also set up
more than S00 placards with loca-
tion coordinates and instructions to
call 911 for help.

Dylan Corbett, executive director
of the faith-based Hope Border In-
stitute in El Paso, said 10-member
church teamsrecently started drop-
ping water bottles for migrants in
the deadly New Mexico corridor
alongside fluttering blue flags.

“Part of the problem is that orga-
nized crime has become very syste-
matic in the area,” Corbett said of
the increased deaths. He also
blamed heightened border enforce-
ment in Texas and new U.S. asylum
restrictions that President Joe Bi-
den introduced in June and tight-
ened last month.

6 more people accuse Diddy of sex assault; one was 16 at the time

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Sean “Diddy”
Combs was hit Monday with a new
wave of lawsuits accusing him of
raping women, sexually assaulting
men and molesting a 16-year-old
boy. It is the second time he’s been
sued by a person alleging they were
abused as a minor.

At least six lawsuits were filed
against Combs, 54, in federal court
in Manhattan, adding to a growing
list of legal claims against the indict-

ed hip-hop mogul, all of which he
has denied. The lawsuits were filed
anonymously to protect the identi-
ties of the accusers, two by women
identified as Jane Does and four by
men identified as John Does.

Some of the Does, echoing others
who’ve accused Combs in recent
months, allege that he used his fame
and the promise of potential star-
dom to entice victims to lavish par-
ties or drug-fueled hangouts where
he then assaulted them. Some allege

that he beat or drugged them. Oth-
ers say he threatened to kill them if
they didn’tdoashe pleased orifthey
spoke out against him.

The lawsuits describe alleged as-
saults dating to the 1990s, including
at Combs’ celebrity-studded white
parties in Long Island’s Hamptons,
at a party in Brooklyn celebrating
Combs’ then-collaborator Biggie
Smalls, and even in the storeroom at
Macy’sflagship department storein
midtown Manhattan.

The plaintiffs in Monday’s law-
suits are part of what their lawyers
say is a group of more than 100 ac-
cusers who are taking legal action
against Combs following his Sept. 16
federal sex trafficking arrest. Plain-
tiffs’ lawyer Tony Buzbee an-
nounced the planned litigation at an
Oct.1news conference and posted a
1-800 number for accusers to call.

In a statement, Combs’ lawyers
slammed those tactics as “clear at-
tempts to garner publicity,” and

said the rapper and his legal team
“have full confidence in the facts,
theirlegal defenses, and the integri-
ty of the judicial process. In court,
the truth will prevail: that Mr.
Combshasneversexually assaulted
anyone—adult or minor, man or
woman.”

Combs has pleaded not guilty in
hiscriminal case. Twice deniedbail,
the Bad Boy Records founder re-
mains locked up at a Brooklyn fed-
eral jail while awaiting trial in May.
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China sends 2

By AsHRAF KHALIL
AND Dibp1 TaANG
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Nation-
al Zoo’s long dark panda drought
is coming to an end.

Eleven months after the zoo
sent its three wildly popular pan-
das — Mei Xiang, Tian Tian and
their cub Xiao Qi Ji— back to Chi-
na, a new pair of bears arrived in
the United States on Tuesday.

A pair of 3-year-old giant pan-
das, named Bao Li and Qing Bao,
left aresearch facility in the south-
western Chinese city of Dujian-
gyan for Washington on Monday,
according to a statement by the
China Wildlife Conservation As-
sociation.

“Food prepared for the trip in-
cludes corn bread, bamboo and
carrots, as well as water and med-
icine,” the statement said, adding
that the partnership will “make
new contributions in protecting
global biodiversity and enhance
the friendship of the people from
the two countries.”

There will likely be an extended
quarantine and acclimation peri-
od after they arrive at the National
Zoo and before they are intro-
duced to the public. On Monday
evening, the zoo’s website posted
an alert that the entire facility
would be closed Tuesday, without
giving a reason. The lead article
on the site still said the pandas
would be coming sometime before
the end of the year.

Bao Li (precious vigor) and
Qing Bao (green treasure) arrive
in Washington as part of a new 10-
year agreement with Chinese au-
thorities. The previous deal ex-
pired last year, leading to some
concern among American panda-
lovers that Beijing was gradually
pulling its furry friendship am-
bassadors from American zoos
amid rising diplomatic tensions.
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Workers send off the pair of giant pandas Bao Li and Qing Bao from the Dujiangyan Base of the China
Conservation and Research Center for the Giant Panda in southwestern China’s Sichuan province on

Monday.

Conservation Biology Institute

Qing Bao

Breeding pairs in zoos in Mem-
phis and San Diego had already
returned to China earlier and the

four pandas in the Atlanta zoo left
for China last week.

That anxiety turned to opti-
mism last November when Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping publicly
stated a desire to continue the pan-
da exchange programs. This year,
a new pair of bears has been deli-
vered to the San Diego Zoo, while
another pair has been promised to
San Francisco.

In Washington, National Zoo of-
ficials remained conspicuously si-
lent about negotiations for a new
panda agreement, but they ex-
pressed optimism about striking a
new deal and launched a multimil-
lion-dollar renovation of its panda
enclosure in anticipation. Then in
late May, zoo director Brandie
Smith teamed up with first lady

Jill Biden to announce that Bao Li
and Qing Bao would be arriving by
the end of this year.

The Chinese announcement
said the National Zoo had sent
“three experienced keepers and
veterinary experts” to China to as-
sist the transport and accompany
the bears.

Zoo officials on Monday de-
clined to confirm the Chinese an-
nouncement. Zoo spokesperson
Jennifer Zoon said in an email,
“For the safety of animals and
staff, we are not able to confirm
any details at this time.” But signs
at the zoo and on its social media
site have heralded the planned re-
turn of the pandas and panda-
themed merchandise still dom-
inates the gift shops.

C zoo

“The giant pandas are an iconic
part of the Washington, D.C., sto-
ry, both for locals and incoming
travelers alike,” said Elliott L.
Ferguson, II, president and CEO
of Destination DC. “The interest
and excitement associated with
their return directly benefits the
entire city, bringing further inter-
est and visitors to our hotels, res-
taurants and other attractions.”

The exact terms of the deal are
still unclear; under previous 10-
year agreements the Chinese gov-
ernment receives $1 million per
year, per bear. Any cubs born in
overseas zoos are typically re-
turned to China before they reach
age 4.

Pandas have become one of the
unofficial symbols of the nation’s
capital, dating back to 1972 when
the first pair — Ling Ling and
Hsing Hsing — were sent as a gift
from Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai
following President Richard Nix-
on’s historic diplomatic visit to
China. Later, a rolling series of 10-
year cooperation agreements was
struck.

Liu Pengyu, a spokesperson for
the Chinese Embassy in Washing-
ton, credited the decades of coop-
eration with advancing research
into panda preservation and
breeding. During the lifespan of
these agreements, giant pandas
have been reclassified from an en-
dangered species to merely vul-
nerable.

“The current round of coopera-
tion will focus on prevention and
treatment of major diseases, and
protection of habitats and wild gi-
ant panda populations,” Liu said
in an email.

“We hope the arrival of the pan-
das will inject fresh impetus into
exchanges between China and the
U.S., and help to stabilize the
broader bilateral relationship as
well.”

NASA heads to Jupiter’s moon Europa to see living conditions

Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — A
NASA spacecraft rocketed away
Monday on a quest to explore Ju-
piter’s tantalizing moon Europa
and reveal whether its vast hidden
ocean might hold the keys to life.

It will take Europa Clipper 51/2
years to reach Jupiter, where it
will slip into orbit around the giant
gas planet and sneak close to Eu-
ropa during dozens of radiation-
drenched flybys.

Scientists are almost certain a
deep, global ocean exists beneath
Europa’s icy crust. And where
there is water, there could be life,
making the moon one of the most
promising places out there to hunt
for it.

Europa Clipper won’t look for
life; it has no life detectors. In-

stead, the spacecraft will zero in
on the ingredients necessary to
sustain life, searching for organic
compounds and other clues as it
peers beneath the ice for suitable
conditions.

SpaceX started Clipperonits1.8
billion-mile journey, launching
the spacecraft on a Falcon Heavy
rocket from Florida’s Kennedy
Space Center. An hour later, the
spacecraft separated from the up-
per stage, floated off and called
home.

“Please say goodbye to Clipper
on its way to Europa,” NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory’s flight di-
rector Pranay Mishra announced
from Southern California.

“The science on this is really
captivating,” NASA Associate Ad-
ministrator Jim Free told The As-

sociated Press back at the launch
site. Scientists are still learning
about the depths of our own ocean,
“and here we are looking that far
out.”

About the size of a basketball
court with its solar wings unfur-
led, Clipper will swing past Mars
and then Earth on its way to Jupi-
ter for gravity assists. The nearly
13,000-pound probe should reach
the solar system’s biggest planet
in 2030.

Clipper will circle Jupiter every
21 days. One of those days will
bring it close to Europa, among 95
known moons at Jupiter and close
to our own moon in size.

The spacecraft will skim as low
as 16 miles above Europa— much
closer than the few previous vis-
itors. Onboard radar will attempt

NASA, JPL-CALTECH/AP

This illustration provided by NASA depicts the Europa Clipper
spacecraft over the moon, Europa, with Jupiter at background left.

to penetrate the moon’s ice sheet,
believed to be 10 miles to 1S miles
or more thick. The ocean below
could be 80 miles or more deep.
The spacecraft holds nine in-

struments, with its sensitive elec-
tronics stored in a vault with dense
zinc and aluminum walls for pro-
tection against radiation. Explora-
tion will last until 2034.



Wednesday, October 16, 2024

e STARS AND STRIPES °

SE3REEE IR n]

Pace 11

WORLD

anada expels India
diplomat, alleges
crime involvement

Associated Press

TORONTO — Canada said it
has identified India’s top diplo-
mat in the country as a person of
interest in the assassination of a
Sikh activist there and expelled
him and five other diplomats
Monday, in an escalating dispute
over the June 2023 killing and al-
legations of other crimes.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
said Canada was expelling the In-
dian high commissioner and the
others — all persons of interest,
as Canada’s foreign minister said
police had uncovered evidence of
a worsening campaign against
Canadian citizens by agents of the
Indian government.

“We will never tolerate the in-
volvement of a foreign govern-
ment threatening and killing Can-
adian citizens on Canadian soil,”
Trudeau said. He alleged that
diplomats were collecting infor-
mation about Canadians and
passing it on to organized crime to
attack Canadians, and said “India
has made a monumental mis-
take.”

India has rejected the accusa-
tions as absurd.

India’s foreign ministry in turn
said it was expelling Canada’s
acting high commissioner and
five other diplomats, adding that
they were told to leave by the end

of Saturday.

Trudeau said last year there
were credible allegations that In-
dia’s government had links to the
assassination in Canada of Sikh
activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

Canada’s foreign minister, Mé-
lanie Joly, said the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police had gath-
ered “ample, clear and concrete
evidence which identified six in-
dividuals as persons of interest in
the Nijjar case.”

She said India was asked to
waive diplomatic and consular
immunity and cooperate in the in-
vestigation but refused. She asked
that India’s government support
the ongoing investigation “as it
remains in both our countries’ in-
terest to get to the bottom of this.”

She noted that violence “actual-
ly increased” following the alle-
gations a year ago.

RCMP Mike Duheme said po-
lice have evidence allegedly tying
Indian government agents to oth-
er homicides and violent acts in
Canada.

“The team has learned a signif-
icant amount of information
about the breadth and depth of
criminal activity orchestrated by
agents of the government of In-
dia, and consequential threats to
the safety and security of Cana-
dians and individuals living in
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People walk past banners inviting students to study in Canada and other places abroad at a market in
Amritsar, in the northern Indian state of Punjab, on Tuesday.

Canada,” he said.

Duheme declined to provide
specifics, citing ongoing investi-
gations, but he said there have
been well over a dozen credible
and imminent threats that have
resulted in police warning mem-
bers of the South Asian commun-
ity, notably the pro-Khalistan, or
Sikh independence, movement.
He said attempts to have discus-
sions with Indian law enforce-
ment were unsuccessful.

Nijjar, 45, was fatally shot in his
pickup truck after he left the Sikh
temple he led in Surrey, British
Columbia. An Indian-born citizen
of Canada, he owned a plumbing
business and was a leader in what
remains of a once-strong move-
ment to create an independent
Sikh homeland.

Four Indian nationals living in
Canada were charged with Nii-

jar’s murder.

India designated Nijjar a terro-
rist in 2020, and at the time of his
death had been seeking his arrest
for alleged involvement in an at-
tack on a Hindu priest.

India has repeatedly criticized
Trudeau’s government for being
soft on supporters of the Khalis-
tan movement who live in Cana-
da. The Khalistan movement is
banned in India but has support
among the Sikh diaspora, partic-
ularly in Canada.

India has been asking countries
like Canada, Australia and the
U.K. to take legal action against
Sikh activists. India has particu-
larly raised these concerns with
Canada, where Sikhs make up
nearly 2% of the country’s popula-
tion.

In response to Canada’s earlier
allegations, India told Canada last

year to remove 41 of its 62 diplo-
mats in the country. Relations be-
tween the countries have been
frosty since then.

The Indian foreign ministry
said Monday that “India reserves
the right to take further steps in
response to the Trudeau govern-
ment’s support for extremism, vi-
olence and separatism against In-
dia.”

The ministry also summoned
Canada’s top diplomat in New
Delhi and told him that “the base-
less targeting” of the Indian high
commissioner and other diplo-
mats and officials in Canada “was
completely unacceptable.”

One of the diplomats, Stewart
Wheeler, told reporters after be-
ing summoned that India must in-
vestigate the allegations and that
Canada “stands ready to cooper-
ate with India.”

World conker tournament investigates
claims of cheating Wlth steel chestnut

Associated Press

LONDON — The World Conker
Championships said Tuesday that
it was investigating allegations of
cheating after this year’s men’s
winner was found to have a steel
chestnut in his pocket.

More than 200 enthusiasts of the
traditional game entered the an-
nual competition on Sunday in the
small village of Southwick in cen-
tral England. The game involves
players using conkers — the glos-
sy brown seeds from the horse
chestnut tree — threaded onto a
string to try and smash their oppo-
nent’s chestnut. Each player takes
three alternate strikes.

Veteran player Dave Jakins, 82,
won the men’s tournament. But
organizers said they launched an
investigation after claims that he
may have used a steel chestnut.

The allegations were raised by
Alastair Johnson-Ferguson, who
lost in the men’s final against Ja-
kins after his conker “disintegrat-
ed in one hit,” The Telegraph

JacoB KING/AP

King Conker Dave Jakins takes part in the annual World Conker
Championships at the Shuckburgh Arms in Southwick, Peterborough,

England, on Sunday.

newspaper reported.

Organizers confirmed a steel
conker was found in Jakins’ pock-
et. Investigations were ongoing,
but they said that it appeared un-
likely that he was able to cheat un-
der the scrutiny of judges. Jakins

has denied the allegations.

The title of World Conker
Champion went this year to Kelci
Banschbach, originally from Indi-
anapolis. The 34-year-old was
crowned “queen conker” after
beating Jakins in the final.

Taliban-run media stops
showing images of humans,
animals in some provinces

Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — Taliban run-
media have stopped showing im-
ages of living beings in some Af-
ghan provinces to comply with
morality laws, an official con-
firmed Tuesday.

In August, the country’s Vice
and Virtue Ministry published
laws regulating aspects of every-
day life like public transporta-
tion, shaving, the media and cele-
brations reflecting authorities’ in-
terpretation of Islamic law, or
Sharia.

Article 17 bans the publication
of images of living beings, spark-
ing concerns about the conse-
quences for Afghan media and
press freedom.

A spokesman for the Vice and
Virtue Ministry, Saif ul Islam
Khyber, said government media
in the provinces of Takhar, Mai-
dan Wardak and Kandahar have
been advised not to air or show

images of anything with a soul —
meaning people and animals.

Khyber told The Associated
Press a day earlier that the minis-
try was responsible for imple-
menting the morality laws.

He did not clarify if the rules
affected all media, including for-
eign outlets, or only Afghan chan-
nels and websites.

Nor did he say how the laws
would be enforced or if there was
a deadline for compliance.

Huyjjatullah Mujadidi, the di-
rector of the Afghan Independent
Journalists Union, said that Vice
and Virtue Ministry officials ini-
tially told state media to stop run-
ning pictures and videos of living
beings. This request was later ex-
tended to all media in those prov-
inces.

No other Muslim-majority
country imposes similar restric-
tions, including Iran and Saudi
Arabia.
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Why North Korea is sending troops to fight for Russia

By MicHELLE YE HEE LEE
The Washington Post

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy this week confirmed re-
ports of North Korean troops sup-
porting Russians inside Ukraine,
warning that the alliance between
Moscow and Pyongyang is growing
stronger and evolving beyond trans-
ferring weapons.

A UKkrainian military intelligence
official, speaking on the condition of
anonymity to discuss a sensitive se-
curity matter, told The Washington
Post last week that “several thou-
sand” North Korean infantry sol-
diers are undergoing training in
Russianowand couldbe deployedto
the front line in Ukraine by the end
of this year.

South Korea’s defense minister
Kim Yong-hyunlast week called the
reports of North Korean military
personnel helping Russia “highly
likely.” The Kremlin has dismissed
the assertion as a “hoax.”

“We see that the alliance between
Russia and such regimes as the
North Korean one is getting stron-
ger,” Zelenskyy said in his video ad-
dress on Sunday. “This is not just
about the transfer of weapons, thisis

in fact about the transfer of people
from North Korea to the armed forc-
esof the occupiers.”

B Why is North Korea sending
its citizens to support Russia?

North Korea has been one of the
most vocal backers of Russia’s war
in Ukraine, with leader Kim Jong
Un pledging “full” support for Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin’s “sacred war
for regional peace and international
justice.” In March 2022, a month af-
ter the invasion, North Korea was
one of four countries that joined
Moscow to vote against a United Na-
tions resolution condemning the ag-
gression. Since then, Pyongyanghas
been helping Putin by sending the
old Soviet-eramunitions that Russia
desperately needs, according to
U.S., Ukrainian and South Korean
officials. U.S. officials say those
shipments have included artillery
shells and other weapons, and in re-
turn, North Korea may be receiving
Russian help to advance its own
weapons program.

North Korea’s military ties with
Moscow date back to the Soviet
Union era, when Soviet leaders sup-
ported the North’s invasion of the
South, which sparked the 1950-53

Korean War. The war halted in a
cease-fire, and both Koreas have
maintained a stockpile of ammuni-
tion and weapons in case conflict re-
sumes. As the
conflict in Uk-
raine drags on,
Russia is appar-
ently turning to
North Korea for
those old shells
and weapons.

Both Pyong-
yang and Moscow
have denied the allegations.

B Why would Pyongyang send
military officers to the conflict?

Now there are reports that North
Koreans may be sending military
personnel to the Russian-occupied
Ukrainian territory of Donbas.
Some miilitary officers may already
have been killed and injured, ac-
cording to reports that surfaced last
week on Telegram channels and in
the Ukrainian press.

The Ukrainian military intelli-
gence official said that while there
were North Korean combat troops
in Russia, none were in the Donbas
region and the officers who were
killed did not directly participate in

combat.

South Korean experts say it’s
plausible that Pyongyang would
send military personnel to Russia,
especially technical advisers to su-
pervise the use of North Korean
weapons on the ground. Given re-
ports that many of North Korea’s
shells are duds, and other issues
with the weaponry that Pyongyang
sent, it would make sense for North
Korea to dispatch personnel to help
with maintenance, management
and evaluation of their weapons,
said Lee Ho-ryung, North Korean
military expert at the Korea Insti-
tute for Defense Analyses in Seoul.

This comes after Putin and Kim
signed a mutual defense pact this
summer.

B What’sin it for North Korea?

North Koreans may already be in
Russia aiding with reconstruction
efforts in Ukraine’s Donbas region,
according to Daily NK, a Seoul-
based monitoring group with in-
formants inside North Korea. Citing
unnamed sources in North Korea
and Russia, the outlet reported in
April that Pyongyang sent about 150
new laborers there to help with re-
building efforts.

As far back as 2022, Russian offi-
cials were publicly welcoming
North Koreans helping mitigate the
labor shortage caused by the war.
“[North] Korean builders will be an
asset in the serious task of restoring
social, infrastructural and industri-
alfacilities” inDonbas, Russia’s am-
bassadortoNorth Korea, Alexander
Matsegora, told the pro-Kremlin
daily Izvestia in the first year of the
war.

North Korea has a long history of
sending workers — mainly lumber-
jacks and builders — to Russia to
earn money for the regime.

Kim is especially desperate for
cash after the pandemic, which
forced him to close his borders even
to China, cutting off the trade that
keeps his economy afloat. North Ko-
reawas already facing mounting in-
ternational sanctions before CO-
VID, and its economy shrank from
2020102023, according to South Ko-
rea’s central bank. While trade with
China has resumed since Kim be-
ganreopeningbordersin2023,ithas
not reached pre-pandemic levels.

These workers provide a stream
of valuable foreign currency that
helps Kim and his rule.
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Man drops suit in case of
wife getting abortion pills

AUSTIN — A Texas

man who sued his ex-
wife’s friends for helping her obtain
an abortion informed the court that
the two sides reached a settlement,
forgoing the need for a trial that
would have tested his argument
that their actions amounted to as-
sisting in a wrongful death.

Attorneys for Marcus Silva and
the three women he sued last year
filed court papers this week stating
they had reached an agreement.
Two of the women countersued Sil-
va for invasion of privacy but have
also dropped now those claims, ac-
cording to court records.

Asof Friday, the judge hadn’t yet
signed off on the settlement. Court
records didn’tincludeitsterms, but
a spokesperson for the defendants
said the settlement didn’t involve
any financial terms.

Silva filed a petition last year to
sue the friends of his ex-wife, Britt-
ni Silva, for providing her with
abortion pills. He claimed that their
assistance was tantamount to aid-
ing a murder and was seeking $1
million in damages, according to
court documents.

Appeals court revives suit
in tribal fight over casino

MONTGOMERY — A

federal appeals court on
Friday revived a lawsuit filed by
one Native American tribe over an-
other’s construction of a casino on
what they said is historic and sa-
credland.

The11th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals vacated a judge’s decision
that dismissed the lawsuit filed by
the Oklahoma-based Muscogee
(Creek) Nation over the constric-
tion of the casino in Alabama. The
three-judge panel directed the trial
judge to do a “claim by claim” anal-
ysis of whether officials with the
Poarch Band of Creek Indians in
Alabama have sovereign immunity
that would prevent them from be-
ing sued.

The long-running dispute in-
volves land, known as Hickory
Ground, that was home to the Mus-
cogee Nation people before their
removal to Oklahomaon the Trail of
Tears. The Poarch Band, aseparate
tribal nation that shares ancestry
with the Muscogee, now owns the
land and built one of its Wind Creek
casinos on the site.

Woman fatally shot after
crashing car, firing gun

OK OKLAHOMA CITY —

Oklahoma Police fatal-
ly shot a woman who was firing a
gun and threatening officers with
the weapon following a vehicle
crash, authorities said.

The woman was a suspect in an
earlier shooting, said police Capt.
Valerie Littlejohn. Seven officers
who arrived at the scene of the
crashtried tomake contactwithher
but opened fire when she threat-
ened them, Littlejohn said.

Authorities will review bodycam

Jam session

GREG EANs, THE (OWENSBORO, Ky.) MESSENGER-INQUIRER/AP

A crowd gathers under a tent to take part in a Jamming workshop with Randy Lanham, right center on guitar, during “ROMPtober Weekend” at
the Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame & Museum on Saturday in Owensboro, Ky.

video to see if they can get more an-
swers, the police captain said.

None of the seven officers wasin-
jured. Allwere placed on paid leave
pending the outcome of the investi-
gation, Littlejohn said.

Man charged in student’s
killing faces new hearing

ATHENS — The man

accused of Kkilling a
nursing student whose body was
found on the University of Georgia
campus appeared in court Friday
ahead of his scheduled trial next
month, as lawyers sparred over
whether police acted properly dur-
ing their investigation.

Jose Ibarra is charged with mur-
der and other crimes in the Febru-
ary Kkilling of Laken Hope Riley. A
10-countindictmentaccusesIbarra
of hitting the 22-year-old Augusta
University College of Nursing stu-
dent in the head, asphyxiating her
and pulling up her clothing with the
intent to sexually assault her. Ibar-
rapleaded not guilty tothe charges.

Athens-Clarke County Superior
Court Judge H. Patrick Haggard
said during ahearingin August that
he plans to begin jury selection on
Nov. 13 and proceed with the trial
the following week.

At least 1 dead in gunfire
after university celebration

T NASHVILLE — Gun-

fire broke out among a
crowd near a Tennessee universi-
ty Saturday afternoon, killing at
least one person and wounding

nine others, police said.

A crowd that gathered earlier in
the day for homecoming events at
Tennessee State University was be-
ginning to thin out when the gunfire
erupted between two groups
around S p.m.,said MetroNashville
Police spokesperson Don Aaron.
He said shell casings indicate that
gunfire was exchanged across a
street near campus between the
groups.

Metro Nashville Police Com-
mander Anthony McClain said the
gunfire didn’t appear to be directly
related to Tennessee State Univer-
sity events that had included a pa-
rade and other festivities earlier in
the day. The football game was tak-
ing place in another part of town
when the gunfire happened.

A police statement on social
media said a 24-year-old man died.
The victims included two 12-year-
olds and a 14-year-old with non-
critical injuries, Aaron said.

Green Party’s Stein sues
over votes not counted

o COLUMBUS — Green

Party presidential can-
didate Jill Steinhasfiled alawsuitin
federal court over the decision of
Ohio election officials not to count
votes for her after Anita Rios was
named as her running mate by the
national party after a state adminis-
trative deadline.

Cleveland.com reported that the
lawsuit was filed Wednesday in
U.S. district court in Columbus by
Stein, Rios and three Ohio voters. It
alleges that the decision infringes

on their constitutional rights to free
speech, association, and equal pro-
tection and the voting rights of the
Ohio-based plaintiffs.

Stein filed as an independent
presidential candidate in Ohio be-
causethe Green Partyloststaterec-
ognition several years ago. She list-
ed Rios — the Green Party’s 2014
nominee for Ohio governor — as
her running mate as a placeholder
until the Green Party nominated
Butch Ware to run with Stein at
their national convention in Au-
gust.

Audit of governors’ records
says no laws were broken

LITTLE ROCK — Aud-

itors reviewing travel
and security records that were re-
strictedfrom publicrelease undera
measure Gov. Sarah Huckabee
Sanders signed last year did not
find any violations of law in how
money was spent, accordingtoare-
port released to lawmakers on Fri-
day.

The review of about $4 million
spent by State Police on security
and travel for the governor was the
second part of an audit lawmakers
requested last year that had initial-
ly focused on a $19,000 lectern pur-
chased for Sanders’ office that had
drawn widespread scrutiny.

Auditors earlier this year said
that purchase potentially violated
state laws on purchasing and state
records, though a local prosecutor
declined to pursue criminal
charges.

Friday’s audit reviewed expens-

es related to the governor’s protec-
tion between June 1, 2022, and Dec.
31, 2023. The reviewed covered
roughly the first year of Sanders’
administration and the last six
months of her predecessor, former
Gov. Asa Hutchinson.

Man held in deadly 2020
shooting pleads guilty

LAS VEGAS — One of

three suspects jailed in
Las Vegas following a deadly two-
state shooting rampage on Thanks-
giving 2020, including the Killing of
a man at a convenience store in
southern Nevada and a shootout
with authorities in northwestern
Arizona, has pleaded guilty.

Christopher McDonnell, 32, en-
tered his pleas Thursday to 23 felo-
nies, including murder, attempted
murder, murder conspiracy, weap-
onchargesandbeingafelonillegal-
ly in possession of a firearm, ac-
cording to Clark County District
Courtrecords.

He had been indicted on S5
counts, and his trial had been
scheduled for next month. A felony
charge of committing an act of ter-
rorism was among counts dropped
as part of his plea agreement.

McDonnell will face life in prison
with a broad range of parole eligi-
bility — a minimum of 21 years and
a maximum 164 years, prosecutor
Michael Schwartzer told The Asso-
ciated Press, adding that he will
seek a sentence “beyond (McDon-
nell’s) natural life term.”

From The Associated Press



Wednesday, October 16, 2024

e STARS AND STRIPES °

3 RRER S IRE ]

Pace 15

FACES

Trump using ‘Full Metal Jacket’
clips to portray his ideal military

Associated Press

Donald Trump is embracing perhaps
Hollywood’s most memorable drill ser-
geant to portray his vision of a hardened
military and mock the Biden administra-
tion’s embrace of the LGBTQ+ community
serving openly.

Trump’s recent rallies have featured a
video with clips of R. Lee Ermey as Marine
Gunnery Sgt. Hartman in Stanley Ku-
brick’s 1987 classic Vietnam War film “Full
Metal Jacket.” Ermey’s character was
known for his vulgar and at times racist out-
bursts as he taunts and bullies recruits.

Those clips, captioned “THEN,” are jux-
taposed against clips of people expressing
support for LGBTQ+ rights and drag per-
formers, captioned “NOW” and “THE BI-
DEN HARRIS MILITARY.”

The video ends with a shot from the mo-
vie, a scene before the recruits were sent to
Vietnam, captioned with “LET’S MAKE
OUR MILITARY GREAT AGAIN.” The
video was shown at several Trump rallies

before he posted it on social media over the
weekend.

Trump often rails against acceptance of
transgender people, including their use of
pronouns and participation in women’s
sports, drawing some of the biggest ap-
plause lines at his rallies by pledging to re-
strict them.

Trump earlier this month hailed the per-
formance by Ermey, who served in the Ma-
rines as a drill sergeant before acting.

“He was supposed to get the Academy
Award,” Trump told his audience in Wis-
consin, saying he was denied the honor be-
cause “he wasn’t part of the establishment.”

“Full Metal Jacket,” widely considered to
be an anti-war film, is about Vietnam, for
which Trump received medical defer-
ments, despite having attended high school
at New York Military Academy.

Vivian Kubrick, the late filmmaker’s
daughter, said she believes her father
would have embraced Trump and forgiven
his use of an anti-war film to make his point

about building a powerful military.

“That’s primarily what FMJ is about, the
shocking and complicated paradoxes of hu-
man nature,” Vivian Kubrick wrote Sunday
on the social media platform X.

“And thus, on this tooth and claw planet,
you need a very strong military — so I’'m go-
ing to stick with the idea that FMJ footage
was used primarily because of its powerful,
realistic portrayal of boot camp, juxtaposed
with the entirely demoralizing and inappro-
priate injection of WOKE ideology into the
USA military,” she added. “Which I agree
with myself and which I'm certain my fa-
ther would have agreed with.”

Ermey’s “Full Metal Jacket” co-star Mat-
thew Modine, who played Private Joker in
the film and is in some of the clips included
in Trump’s video, saw things differently.

“Ironically, Trump has twisted and pro-
foundly distorted Kubrick’s powerful anti-
war film into a perverse, homophobic and
manipulative tool of propaganda,” Modine
told Entertainment Weekly.

EvanN Vuccy/AP

Republican presidential nominee Donald
Trump gestures at a campaign rally on
Sunday in Prescott Valley, Ariz.

Coming this week: ‘Warriors’ album,
‘Dating Game’ killer, “NCIS: Origins’

Associated Press
Here’s a collection curated by
The Associated Press’ entertain-
ment journalists of what’s arriving
on TV, streaming services and
music platforms this week.

Movies

B In 1978, a serial killer made
his way onto the television show
“The Dating Game.” Rodney Al-
cala was already a murderer by
the time he appeared on the show
as one of three bachelors seeking a
date with a woman named Cheryl
Bradshaw. He even won. Had the
show done a background check, it
might have discovered that he’d
been on the FBI’s Ten Most Want-
ed Fugitives list and had already
been imprisoned for violent
crimes against an 8-year-old. In
the new Netflix film “Woman of
the Hour,” streaming on Friday,
Anna Kendrick stars and also
makes her directorial debut.

B Iffake serial killers are more
your style, “MaXXXine” starts
streaming on MAX on Friday. The
third film in Ti West and Mia
Goth’s unlikely trilogy (following
“X” and ‘“Pearl”) takes the au-
dience to the sleazy underground
of 1980s Hollywood. Goth’s Max-
ine Minx is an adult film star hop-
ing for a big break in mainstream
movies. Oh, and akiller is terroriz-
ing the town. It’s very stylized and
a little silly and underdeveloped,
but it’s a fun watch with an extend-
ed Lily Collins cameo.
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NETFLIX/AP

Tony Hale, left, and Anna Kendrick star in “Woman of the Hour.”

W Josh Brolin and Peter Dink-
lage play brothers and former
partners in crime in a starry new
comedy movie coming to Prime
Video on Thursday. Brolin is try-
ing for a more normal life when
Dinklage convinces him to em-
bark on a road trip to a promised
big score. “Brothers,” directed by
Max Barbakow, also features
Marisa Tomei, Glenn Close, Bren-
dan Fraser and Taylour Paige in
its big ensemble.

— AP Film Writer Lindsey Bahr

Music

B On Friday, Lin-Manuel Mi-
randa — in his first full post-“Ha-
milton” musical — and the award-
winning actor and playwright Eisa

Davis will release “Warriors,” a
musical concept album inspired
by the 1979 cult classic film that
follows a street gang as it makes its
way from the Bronx to their home
turf of Coney Island amid an all-
out blitz. Its all-star cast features
Lauryn Hill, Marc Anthony, Col-
man Domingo, Busta Rhymes and
more.
— AP Music Writer
Maria Sherman

Television

B Austin Stowell plays a youn-
ger version of Mark Harmon’s
“NCIS” character, Leroy Jethro
Gibbs, in “NCIS: Origins,” a series
set 25 years before the original.
We meet this Gibbs as he’s begin-

ning his career as a naval investi-
gator. “NCIS: Origins” airs Tues-
days on AFN-Prime, and the se-
ries premiere is now available on
Paramount+.

B A new three-part Peacock
docuseries digs into the wild but
true story of Elizabeth Finch, a
former writer on ABC’s “Grey’s
Anatomy.” Finch wrote storylines
she claimed were inspired by her
own life and medical history, in-
cluding a battle with bone cancer.
She later admitted to lying. “Anat-
omy of Lies” streams Tuesdays on
Peacock.

B Travis Kelce adds game
show host to his growing résumeé.
The NFL player hosts “Are You
Smarter Than a Celebrity?” begin-
ning Wednesday on Prime Video.
On the show, adult contestants an-
swer elementary grade questions
with a pool of celebrities on stand-
by ready to help.

B The “Sheldon-verse” contin-
ues with “Georgie & Mandy’s First
Marriage,” debuting Thursday.
The series stars Montana Jordan
as Sheldon’s older brother George
“Georgie” Cooper and his new
bride Mandy (Emily Osment).
Episodes stream on Paramount+.

B “Hysteria!”, coming to Pea-
cock on Friday, follows members
of a high school band who pretend
to be in a satanic cult for attention.
The series stars Julie Bowen of
“Modern Family” and “Evil
Dead” star Bruce Campbell.

— Alicia Rancilio

Singer pauses show while
wife gives birth on bus

Brantley Gilbert’s tour stop in
Mississippi went off the rails Oct.
11: The country-rock musician’s
wife gave birth to their third child
while he was performing onstage,
prompting him to pause the show
for his son’s imminent arrival.

Shortly after starting his Off the
Rails Tour setin Tupelo, Miss., the
“Bottoms Up” singer was pulled
away “for an emergency back-
stage,” according to the birth an-
nouncement video Gilbert posted
the next day on Instagram. That
emergency was his wife, Amber,
going into labor on their tour bus,
resulting in what he said might
have been the craziest night of his
life.

Gilbert, 39, shared footage in
which he abruptly left the stage
and ran backstage at the Cadence
Bank Arena. Then it cut to him
telling his mom that her “new
grandbaby” had arrived. Gilbert
also shared post-birth video of his
wife and new son on the bus, as
well as his triumphant return to
his concert to finish the show.

“We got ababy,” he said into the
stage mic as the crowd cheered.

“So last night might have been
the craziest night of my life.
Watching such an amazing wom-
an do such an amazing thing is
something I’ll never forget,” Gil-
bert wrote on Instagram.

Amber Gilbert also announced
their son’s arrival in a joint post,
writing: “We will never forget the
way you got here and we can’t wait
to see what you do here. Abram
Howell Gilbert 10.11.24”

The Gilberts, who have been
married since 2015, are also par-
ents to son Barrett, 6, and daugh-
ter Braylen, S.

Los Angeles Times
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OPINION

How the world treats the Taliban vs. Taiwan

By Jim GERAGHTY
The Washington Post

n mid-September, the Taliban’s For-

eign Ministry announced that 39 Af-

ghan embassies and consulates around

the world answer to it, and not to the
remnants of the previous regime, the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan. Given that some
governments already had diplomatic ties with
the Taliban and that more were likely to follow
suit, the news was just one more sign that the
brutal regime in Kabul is gaining internation-
al acceptance.

Meanwhile, at the United Nations last
month, the General Assembly met with the
theme “Leaving no one behind: Acting togeth-
er for the advancement of peace, sustainable
development and human dignity for present
and future generations.” Naturally, Taiwan
was not allowed to participate in an assembly
undertheslogan “Leavingnoonebehind.” Ev-
eryone is fearful of a Chinese regime that
grows ever more militant in its insistence that
Taiwan is part of China and will be taken by
force if necessary.

If you want a vivid illustration of why so
many Americans shrug at invocations of “the
international community,” check out the con-
trast between the way many countries treat
the Taliban and how they treat the democrat-
ically elected and independent Taiwanese
government. First, there isno cohesive “inter-
national community.” Second, that “interna-
tional community” is full of countries that
treat the Talibanaheck of alotbetter than they
treat Taiwan.

Although no country has formally recog-
nized the Taliban, which seized powerin 2021,
as Afghanistan’s legitimate government, a
whole bunch of countries have given the Tali-
ban de facto recognition.

In March 2022, Russia accredited Taliban
diplomat Jamal Nasir Gharwal as Afghan
chargé d’affaires in Moscow. In April 2022,
China accepted diplomatic credentials from

the Taliban, and in September 2023, China be-
came the first country to officially name anew
ambassador to Afghanistan. In February
2023, Iran officially handed over the Afghan
Embassy in Tehran to diplomats from the Ta-
liban.

You’re probably thinking: Oh, China, Rus-
sia, Iran—those are some of the worstregimes
ontheplanet. Of course they’d cozy up with the
brutes in Kabul. Game respects game.

But note that just about all of Central Asia
has fallen in line, too. In October 2021, Pakis-
tan, a longtime Taliban ally, accepted a
regime-appointed diplomat for Afghanistan’s
embassy. In April 2022, Turkmenistan hand-
ed the Taliban its embassy and consulate. In
August, Kazakhstan accepted a new Taliban
chargé d’affaires, and other countries in the
region went along.

You might say: Oh, most of those countries
share a border with Afghanistan. They have
no choice but to establish some form of diplo-
matic communication.

Theleaders of other Muslim countries have
largely acquiesced torecognizing the Taliban,
too, including in Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates.

On and on it goes, with countries in South
America and Africa appearing to warm up to
the Taliban as well.

Europe is not immune: In July, Bloomberg
News reported that Italy was contemplating
reopening its embassies in Afghanistan. The
article quoted Spain’s foreign minister, José
Manuel Albares, saying, “As soon as there are
minimum security conditions, we’ll send our
ambassador back.”

What do these caving countries have in
common? None of them recognizes the Tai-
wan government as the leader of an indepen-
dent nation. Only a handful have any signifi-
cant relationship with Taiwan.

In fact, while the Taliban is increasingly
treated like just another regime, Taiwan is be-
coming more diplomatically isolated. In De-

cember 2021, Nicaragua terminated diplo-
matic relations with Taiwan. The Venezuelan
Foreign Ministry released a statement in May
claiming that “Taiwan is an inalienable part of
China’s territory.”

Just 12 countries have full diplomatic rela-
tions with Taiwan: Belize, Eswataini, Guate-
mala, Haiti, the Marshall Islands, Palau, Para-
guay, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent
and the Grenadines, Tuvalu and the Vatican.
No offense to any of those countries, but
they’re not exactly a geopolitical all-star team.
(The United States maintains a strategically
ambiguous stance toward Taiwan’s sover-
eignty and does not recognize the Taliban gov-
ernment.)

In the past two generations, Taiwan suc-
cessfully transitioned from a one-party state
operating under martial law, with some peri-
odsofterrible brutality in the early chapters of
its short history, to a modern, thriving, multi-
party democracy. Itisn’taperfect country,but
it gets alot of the big questions right; Freedom
House gives Taiwan a 94 out of a possible 100
in human rights. The United States scored an
83; the Taliban regime managed a 6.

And yet, not only do other countries not rec-
ognize Taiwan’s government as legitimate
and independent, but international groups
such as Interpol, the World Health Organiza-
tion and the International Civil Aviation Orga-
nization also exclude Taiwan.

Intheend, Taiwan’s championing of human
rights and democracy counts for little beside
China’s economic power and warnings
against recognizing Taiwan’s independence.
The Taliban, meanwhile, run a regime that is
especially repressive of women’s rights, but it
has access to widely coveted natural resourc-
es. For far too many countries, when push
comes to shove, that’s what matters.

Jim Geraghty is National Review’s senior political correspond-
ent, where he writes the daily “Morning Jolt” newsletter, among
other writing duties.

Harris just made a serious mistake with Latino voters

By LEON KRAUZE
Special to The Washington Post

n Thursday, during a Univision

town hall in Nevada, Vice Presi-

dent Kamala Harris confirmed

one of the most controversial deci-
sionsofher campaign. She was presented with
two emotionally charged opportunities to de-
nounce Donald Trump’s mass deportation
policy — and she passed on both.

Harris’s reticence was a significant misstep
for several reasons. Among Trump’s long list
of controversial proposals, few have faced as
much criticism as mass deportation. The scale
of his plan is immense, given the roughly 11
million undocumented immigrants living in
the United States.

Mass deportation at this level would incur a
tremendous cost. A recent report by the
American Immigration Council suggests that
one-time mass deportation would cost at least
$315 billion, including $89.3 billion for arrests,
$167.8 billion for detentions, $34.1 billion for
legal processing and $24.1 billion for remov-
als. The long-term economic consequences
are worse. Mass deportation of undocument-
edworkers wouldlead toa4.2%10 6.8%reduc-
tion in the United States’ annual gross domes-
tic product, amounting to $1.1 trillion to $1.7
trillion in 2022 dollars.

But the human cost would be even more
devastating. About 6 million American chil-

dren could be separated from their parents,
potentially ending up in the welfare system.
Hundreds of thousands of mixed-status
households would endure the trauma of de-
portation, a known trigger for serious mental
health issues. And the loss of undocumented
relatives would send hundreds of thousands of
families into poverty.

An immigration lawyer recently suggested
a way to illustrate the potential tragedy of
Trump’s proposal. She referenced the scene
from “Back to the Future” in which a dis-
tressed Marty McFly watches his family
members slowly disappear from a photo-
graph. “Imagine that, but with millions of Lati-
no familiesin the U.S.,” she said.

All of this is to say: the social and economic
effect would be catastrophic. Yet, during Uni-
vision’s town hall, Harris chose not to call at-
tention to Trump’s punitive plan.

Why? She is erring on the side of caution.

Harris’ campaign seems to have decided
that emphasizing the costs of mass deporta-
tionwould beill-advised. Her teamislikely re-
acting to shifts in public opinion. Recent polls
show that Americans are moving to the right
onimmigration, with a majority now favoring
more restrictive policies. More than half of all
Americans now support mass deportation, in-
cluding one-quarter of Democrats.

Harris might be thinking that taking amore
empathetic stance toward the undocumented

community and expressing outrage over
Trump’s cruel policies could alienate key vot-
ersjust weeks before the election.

Although this strategy might make sense
for undecided white voters in swing states
such as Wisconsin (even though Wisconsin’s
dairy industry would suffer greatly without
immigrant labor), it’s less wise when consi-
dering Latino voters. Though some polls indi-
cate that Latinos support stricter border con-
trol measures, Hispanic communities also
possess a deep-rooted concern for keeping
families together. A recent poll by Equis Re-
search found that 77% of Hispanic respon-
dents identified family cohesion as the most
importantimmigration relief policy for the Bi-
den administration. The firm also tested mes-
saging strategies on immigration policy and
found that the most effective approach for
shifting Harris’ vote share involved highlight-
ing Trump’s plans for large-scale raids, in-
cluding his threat to deploy the National
Guard to deport millions of immigrants.

Given this context, Harris’ decision not to
use the Univision town hall to explain the bru-
tal consequences of mass deportationtoa Lati-
no audience is perplexing. It was a missed op-
portunity, but she still has time. After Nov. S, it
might be too late — and for many in the His-
panic community, the lesson could be painful.

Leon Krauze is a Mexican journalist, author and news anchor.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PRO SOCCER PRO BASKETBALL

Schedule

Wednesday’s games
SOUTHWEST

W. Kentucky (4-2) at Sam Houston St.

5-1)
FIU (2-4) at UTEP (0-6)
Thursday’s games
EAST

Georgia St. (2-3) at Marshall (3-3)
SOUTH

Bgston College (4-2) at Virginia Tech

-3

Friday’s games
EAST

Brown (2-2) at Princeton (1-3)
SOUTH
Florida St. (1-5) at Duke (5-1)
MIDWEST
Oregon (6-0) at Purdue (1-5)
FAR WEST

Oklahoma St. (3-3) at BYU (6-0)
Fresno St. (3-3) at Nevada (3-4)

Saturday’s games
EAST

East Carolina (3-3) at Army (6-0)

UCLA (1-5) at Rutgfers (4-2)

Lehigh (3-2) at Yale (2-2)

St. Francis (Pa.) (2-4) at Wagner (3-4)
Wake Forest (2-4) at Uconn (4-2)

Holy Cross (3-4) at Harvard (3-1)

LIU Brooklyn (1-6) at Robert Morris (3-3)
Sacred Heart (3-4) at Lafayette (3-3)
CCSU (3-3) at Dartmouth (4-0)

thode Island (5-1) at New Hampshire

Bryant (2-4) at Monmouth (NJ) (3-3)
Stony Brook (4-2) at Towson (3-3)
Columbia (3-1) at Penn (2-2)
Georgetown (4-2) at Colgate (1-5)
Cornell (1-3) at Bucknell (3-3)
Villanova (5-1) at Maine (3-3)
Stonehill (1-4) at Merrimack (2-4)
Tulsa (2-4) at Temple (1-5)
Tennessee St. (5-2) at Howard (3-3)
W. Michigan (3-3) at Buffalo (4-2)
Elon (1-5) at Albany (NY) (3-3)
Charlotte (3-3) at Navy (5-0)
Southern Cal (3-3) at Maryland (3-3)
Kansas St. (5-1) at West Virginia (3-3)

SOUTH

Northwestern St. (0-7) at Nicholls (2-4)

Louisiana-Lafayette (5-1) at Coastal
Carolina (4-2)

Virginia (4-2) at Clemson (5-1)

Miami (6-0) at Louisville (4-2)

Hampton (3-3) at NC A&T (1-5)

Stetson (2-3) at Davidson (4-2)

Drake (4-1) at Presbyterian (2-5)

The Citadel (2-5) at VMI (0-6)

Lindenwood (Mo.) (3-4) at Gardner-
Webb (1-5)

Wofford (3-3) at Chattanooga (3-3)

W. Carolina (3-3) at Furman (2-4)

Fort Valley St. (0-0) at SC State (3-2)

Shorter (0-0) at West Georgia (1-5)

Bethune-Cookman (0-6) at MVSU (0-6)

Illinois St. (4-3) at Murray St. (1-5)

Ark.-Pine Bluff (2-4) at Grambling St.

Mercer (6-0) at Samford (2-3)
Texas State (4-2) at Old Dominion (2-4)
Georgia Tech (5-2) vs. Notre Dame (5-1)
at Atlanta
Alabama (5-1) at Tennessee (5-1)
Rice (2-4) at Tulane (4-2)
Delaware (6-0) at Richmond (4-2)
Campbell (2-4) at William & Mary (4-2)
Florida A&M (3-2) at Jackson St. (4-2)
UAB (1-5) at South Florida (2-4).
James Madison (5-1) at Georgia South-
ern (4-2)
1SSE Missouri (6-1) at Charleston Southern

Texas A&M (5-1) at Mississippi St. (1-5)
S:ephen F. Austin (4-2) at SE Louisiana

Arkansas St. (3-3) at Southern Miss. (1-5)

Alcorn St. (4-3) at Southern U. (3-3)

Ball St. (2-4) at Vanderbilt (4-2)

North Texas (5-1) at Memphis (5-1)

Kentucky (3-3) at Florida (3-3)
MIDWEST

Nebraska (5-1) at Indiana (6-0)

Arizona St. (5-1) at Cincinnati (4-2)
Auburn (2-4) at Missouri (5-1)
Wisconsin (4-2) at Northwestern (3-3)
Dayton (4-1) at Butler (5-1)

Cent. Michigan (3-3) at E. Mlchlgian (4-2)
S: Thomas (Minn.) (3-3) at Valparaiso

N. lowa (2-4) at North Dakota (4-2)
Indiana St. (2-4) at Missouri St. (4-2)
Ohio (4-2) at Miami (Ohio) (2-4)
Houston (2-4) at Kansas (1-5)

Kent St. (0-6) at Bowling Green (2-4)
Toledo (4-2) at N. lllinois (4-2)

Michigan (4-2) at lllinois (5-1)
Tennessee Tech (2-4) at W. lllinois (2-4)
Ssouth Dakota (5-1) at Youngstown St.

-5)

UCF (3-3) at lowa St. (6-0)

lowa (4-2) at Michigan St. (3-3)

S. Dakota St. (5-1) at N. Dakota St. (6-1)
SOUTHWEST

South Carolina (3-3) at Oklahoma (4-2)
FAU (2-4) at UTSA (2-4)

Baylor (2-4) at Texas Tech (5-1)

E. Kentucky (3-3) at Abilene Christian

I-_amar (3-3) at Texas A&M Commerce
l\élcNeese St. (4-3) at Incarnate Word

LSU (5-1) at Arkansas (4-2)
Georgia (5-1) at Texas (6-0)
FAR WEST

Hawaii (2-4) at Washington St. (5-1)
NC State (3-4) at California (3-3)

Cal Poly (2-4) at Idaho (4-3)

Idaho St. (3-4) at N. Arizona (3-4)
Austin Peay (2-4) at Utah Tech (0-7)
Montana St. (7-0) at Portland St. (1-5)
Colorado (4-2) at Arizona (3-3)

New Mexico (2-4) at Utah St. (1-5)
Wyoming (1-5) at San Jose St. (4-2)
Marist (0-6) at San Diego (3-2)

UC Davis (6-1) at E. Washington (2-4)
Colorado St. (3-3) at Air Force (1-5)
SMU (5-1) at Stanford (2-4

Weber St. (3-4) at Sacramento St. (2-4)
UNLV (5-1) at Oregon St. (4-2)

TCU (3-3) at Utah (4-2)

TENNIS

European Open

Monday
At Lotto Arena
Antwerp, Belgium
Purse: Euro 690,135
Surface: Hardcourt indoor
Men’s Singles
Qualification

Thiago Seyboth Wild (2), Brazil, def.
Mark Lajal (6), Estonia, 6-2, 6-3.

Alexey Vatutin, Russia, def. Manuel Gui-
nard (8), France, 6-4, 3-6, 7-5.

Gilles Arnaud Bailly, Belgium, def. Niko-
loz Basilashvili, Georgia, 7-6 (4), 6-1

Luca van Assche (3), France, def. Alex
Marti Pujolras, Spain, 6-0

Round of 32

Roberto Carballes Baena, Spain, def. Do-
minik Koepfer, Germany, 6- 6-0.

Mariano Navone (7), Argentma, def.
Thiago Monteiro, Brazil, 6-3, 4-6, 7-6 (6).

Tomas Martin Etcheverry (6), Argentlna,
def. Richard Gasquet, France, 7-6 (4), 6-4.

Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, def. Ra-
phael Collignon, Belgium, 6-2, 6-0.

Nordic Open

Monday
At Kungliga tennishallen
Stockholm
Purse: Euro 690,135
Surface: Hardcourt indoor
Men's Singles
Round of 32
Dominic Stricker, Switzerland, def. Alek-
ga4ndar Kovacevic, United States, 6-4, 5-7,
Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, def. Marc Andrea
Huesler, Switzerland, 7-6 (1), 7
Tallon Griekspoor (7) Netherlands def.
Pavel Kotov, Russia, 6-4, 6-3.

Matteo Berrettini, Italy, def. Luciano
Darderi (8), Italy, 6-4, 6-3.

Ningho Open

Monday
At Ningbo Tennis Center
Ningbo, China
Purse: $922,573
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Women'’s Singles
Round of 32
Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, def. Car-
oline Dolehide, United States, 6-2, 6-0.
Wang Xiyu, China, def. Kamilla Rakhimo-
va, Russia, 6-2, 6-0.
Tamara Korpatsch, Germany, def. Anna
Bondar, Hungary, 6-7 (4), 7-6 (6), 6-4.
Mirra Andreeva, Russia, def. Varvara
Lepchenko, United States, 6-2, 6-0.
Paula Badosa (8), Spain, def. Diana
Shnaider, Russia, 4-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Japan Women’s Open

Monday
At Regional Park Tennis Stadium
Osaka
Purse: $267,082
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Women's Singles
Round of 32
_Suzan Lamens, Netherlands, def. Vikto-
riya Tomova (6), Bulgaria, 6-1, 6-2.
Clara Tauson, Denmark, def. Katie Voly-
nets, United States, 6-1, 6-4.
Lucia Bronzetti, Italy, def. Cristina Buc-
sa, Spain, 6-3, 6-4.
McCartney Kessler, United States, def.
Ena Shibahara, Japan, 6-4, 6-1.
Aoi Ito, Japan def. Sofia Kenm United
States, 6-2, 3-6, 7-5.
Elisabetfa Cocciaretto (8), Italy, def. Jes-
sika Ponchet, France, 6-4, 5-7, 7-6 (3).

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
Inter MiamiCF 21 4 8 71 73 47
Columbus 18 6 9 63 69 38
Cincinnati 17 11 5 56 56 47
Orlando City 15 11 7 52 58 48
NYCFC 14 11 8 50 54 47
Charlotte FC 13 11 9 48 43 37
New York 11 8 14 47 53 47

D.C. United 10 13 10 40 52 67
CF Montréal 10 13 10 40 46 64
Toronto FC 11 19 4 37 40 61
Philadelphia 9 14 10 37 61 53

Atlanta 9 14 10 37 44 48
Nashville 816 9 33 35 54
New England 920 4 31 35 68
Chicago 717 9 30 40 59
WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
LA Galaxy 19 7 7 64 68 48
LAFC 18 8 7 61 60 42
Seattle 16 9 8 56 50 34
Real SaltLake 15 7 11 56 63 47
Houston 14 10 9 51 45 38
Colorado 15 13 5 50 59 57
Minnesota 14 12 7 49 54 48
Vancouver 13 12 8 47 51 47
Portland 12 11 10 46 64 55
Austin FC 10 14 9 39 36 46
FC Dallas 10 15 8 38 52 55
St Louis City 8 12 13 37 49 59
Sporting KC 8 18 7 31 50 64
San Jose 6 24 3 21 40 75

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday, Oct. 12

Columbus 4, New England 0
Sunday, Oct. 13

Los Angeles FC 2, Vancouver 1
Saturday’s games

Nashville at Chicago

Charlotte FC at D.C. United

New England at Miami

New York City FC at CF Montréal
Columbus at New York

Atlanta at Orlando City
Cincinnati at Philadelphia
Colorado at Austin FC

Sporting Kansas City at FC Dallas
LA Galaxy at Houston

San Jose at Los Angeles FC

St Louis City at Minnesota
Vancouver at Real Salt Lake
Portland at Seattle

NWSL
woL

Orlando 17
Washington 16
Gotham FC 15
Kansas City 14

Pts GF GA

57 42 15
50 48 28
50 34 18
49 50 29

wh o

T

6

2

5

7
North Carolina 12 9 3 39 34 26
Chicago 10 12 2 32 30 33
Portland 9 11 4 31 34 34
Bay FC 914 1 28 27 39
Louisville 6 11 7 25 31 36
Utah RoyalsFC 7 14 3 24 20 35
Angel City 712 5 23 28 38
San Diego 512 7 22 20 30
Seattle 514 5 20 23 40
Houston 514 5 20 17 37

NOTE: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday, Oct. 11
Portland 2, Orlando 0
Saturday, Oct. 12
Gotham FC 2, Chicago 0
Angel City 1, North Carolina 1, tie
Kansas City 1, Bay FC 0
Sunday, Oct. 13
Utah Royals FC 3, Seattle 0
Washington 4, Louisville 1
Houston 2, San Diego 0
Friday’s game
Houston at Seattle
Saturday’s games
San Diego at Kansas City

Portland at Louisville
North Carolina at Bay FC

Sunday’s games
Orlando at Gotham FC

Chicago at Washington
Utah Royals FC at Angel City

AP SPORTLIGHT

Oct. 16

1897 — Michigan beats Ohio State 34-0 at
Ann Arbor, the first meeting between
theses storied rivals.

1909 — In his fourth title defense Jack
Johnson knocks out Stanley Ketchel in the
12th round at Mission St Arena in Colma,
Calif., to retain his heavyweight boxing
crown.

1932 — After a 0-0 tie earlier in the sea-
son, the Green Bay Packers beat the Chi-
cago Bears 2-0.

1946 — Detroit’s Gordie Howe scores a

goal and gets into two fights in his first
NHL game. The Red Wings tie the Toronto
Maple Leafs 3-3.

1964 — Babe Parilli of the Boston Patri-
ots passes for 422 yards and four touch-
downsina43-43tie with the Oakland Raid-
ers.

1968 — Americans Tommie Smith and
John Carlos give black power salutes dur-
ing the medal ceremonies of the 200-me-
ter race and are later banned for life from
all Olympic competition by the 10C.

1971 — Norm Ullman of the Toronto Ma-

ple Leafs records his 1,000th pointin a 5-3
loss to the New York Rangers. Ullman gets
two assists to become the fourth NHL
player to reach the milestone.

1976 — Tony Franklin of Texas A&M kicks
two field goals over 60 yards for an NCAA
record. The distances are 65 and 64 yards
as the Aggies beat Baylor 24-0.

1999 — Fourth-ranked Virginia Tech
hangs a record-setting 62-0 loss on No. 16
Syracuse. It's the worst shutout loss by a
ranked team in the history of The Associ-
ated Press poll.

WNBA playoffs

(x-if necessary)
WNBA Finals
(Best-of-five)
No. 2 Minnesota 1, No. 1 New York 1
Minnesota 95, New York 93, OT
New York 80, Minnesota 66
Wednesday. at Minnesota
Friday: at Minnesota
x-Sunday, Oct. 20: at New York

NBA preseason

Sunday’s games

Miami 101, New Orleans 99
Portland 105 Sacramento 85
New York 115 Minnesota 110
Boston 115, Toronto 111
Golden State 111, Detroit 93
Phoenix 118, Denver 114

Monday’s games

Memphis 120, Indiana 116
Philadelphia 104, Atlanta 89
Brooklyn 131, Washington 92
Milwaukee 111, Chicago 107
L.A. Clippers 110, Dallas 96

Tuesday’s games

Boston at Toronto
Charlotte at New York

San Antonio at Miami

New Orleans at Houston
Oklahoma City at Denver
Sacramento at Utah

L.A. Lakers vs Golden State

Wednesday’s games

Brooklyn at Philadelphia
Cleveland at Detroit
Atlanta at Miami
Minnesota at Chicago

Ulm Ratiopharm at Portland

Thursday’s games

Charlotte at Indiana
Milwaukee at Dallas
Atlanta at Oklahoma City
Denver at Minnesota

San Antonio at Houston
L.A. Lakers at Phoenix
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers

Monday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — Activated
RHP Pedro Avila.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Activated 1B An-
thony Rizzo and RHP Marcus Stroman.

BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS — Waived G Ja-
cob Gilyard.

HOUSTON ROCKETS — Waived F Thon
Maker and G Markquis Nowell.

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS — Waived G Ja-
len Crutcher.

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER — Waived C
Chase Jeter.

PHOENIX SUNS — Waived F/C Mamadi
Diakite and F Moses Wood.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

NFL — Suspended DL Mario Edwards
four games for violating the substance
abuse policy.

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Activated WR
Zay Jones

ATLANTA FALCONS — Released LB Ke-
hinde Oginni from the practice squad.
Signed DT Junior Aho to the practice
squad.

BUFFALO BILLS — Elevated RB Frank
Gore Jr. from the practice squad to the ac-
tive roster.

DENVER BRONCOS — Released WR Ka-
den Davis from the practice SCL uad. Signed
DB Qdumton Newsome to the practice
squa

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Placed WR TJ
Luther on the practice squad.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Signed CB Gregory
Junior to the practice squad. Released TE
Chris Myarick.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed K Spen-
cer Shrader to the practice squad.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Designated G
Dalton Risner to return from injured re-
serv

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Released OL
Nick Leverett.

NEW YORKJETS — Reinstated DT Leki Fo-
tu from injured reserve. Elevated TE An-
thony Kirkser and DB Jalen mills from the
Fractlce squad to the active roster. Re-

ased DE Jalyn Holmes.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Released WR
Jaray Jenkins from the practice squad.
Signed WR Lance McCutcheon to the prac-
Ejlcg squad. Waived LB Adetokunbo Ogun-

eji.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Designated S
Jerrick Reed Il to return from the physical-
ly unable to perform (PUP) list. Re-signed
OL McClendon Curtis to the practice

squad.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League

DETROIT RED WINGS — Recalled RW
Austin Watson from Grand Rapids (AHL).

MINNESOTA WILD — Reassigned C Tra-
vis Boyd to lowa (AHL). Recalled D Dae-
mon Hunt from lowa.

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Reinstated C
Fyodor Svechkov fromthe theinjured non-
roster list and assigned him to Milwaukee

OTTAWA SENATORS — Recalled G Mads
Sogaard from Belleville (AHL).

ST. LOUIS BLUES — Activated LW Bran-
donSaad fromthe non-rosterlist. Placed C
Alexandre Texier on injured reserve.

Hendrick:
No appeal
for Bowman

By JENNA FRYER
Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Hen-
drick Motorsports said Monday it
will not appeal Alex Bowman’s
disqualification at Charlotte Mo-
tor Speedway that eliminated him
from NASCAR title contention.

Bowman finished Sunday’s race
at The Roval in 18th-place — high
enough to elimi-
nate Joey Loga-
no of Team
Penske from the
playoff field by
four points.

But NASCAR
said the No. 48
Chevrolet failed
a post-race in-
spection and disqualified Bow-
man for failing to meet minimum
weight requirements. It dropped
him to 38th and Logano claimed
that spot in the playoff field.

Hendrick had the right to appeal
but said in a statement it would
not.

“NASCAR allows a clear mar-
gin to account for the difference in
pre- and post-race weight. After a
thorough review by our team and
the sanctioning body, we simply
did not give ourselves enough
margin to meet the post-race re-
quirement,” the team said in a
statement. “Although uninten-
tional, the infraction was avoida-
ble. We are extremely disappoint-
ed to lose a playoff spot under
these circumstances and apolo-
gize to our fans and partners.”

All playoff cars go through in-
spection after a race.

NASCAR said Hendrick was
given multiple opportunities to
fuel the car, purge the water sys-
tem and add water in an attempt to
make the minimum weight. But
when the car went back through
the weigh station, the Chevy was
still light.

The news was especially disap-
pointing to Bowman sponsor Ally,
whose chief marketing officer
Monday posted on social media
that Bowman had earned a spot in
the playoffs. He was the highest
points getter in the first round of
the playoffs.

“Woke up this morning — after
hardly sleeping — not feeling any
better,” wrote Andrea Brimmer,
adding she was “gutted” for Bow-
man and the “team who have
fought for every point this year
and deserve to be moving for-
ward.”

The eight drivers who will now
compete through the third round
of the playoffs are William Byron,
Chase Elliott, Kyle Larson, Loga-
no, reigning series champion
Ryan Blaney, Christopher Bell,
Denny Hamlin and Tyler Reddick.

Bowman
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NHL/SPORTS BRIEFS

CoREY SIPKIN/AP

New Jersey Devils goaltender Jake Allen blocks a shot as Utah Hockey Club center Barrett Hayton skates
in during the third period Monday. Allen earned a shutout and handed Utah its first loss of the season.

Allen posts shutout
as Devils top Utah

Associated Press

NEWARK, N.J. — Jake Allen
registered his first shutout with
New Jersey and rookie defense-
man Seamus Casey scored early
in the second period as the Devils
downed the Utah Hockey Club 3-0
on Monday.

Stefan Noesen and Nico His-
chier also scored for the Devils,
who won for the fourth time in five
games. Allen had 20 saves. New
Jersey missed the playoffs last
year.

Utah lost for the first time in
four games.

Casey scored his third goal of
the season on the power play at
1:14 of the middle period. Noesen
scored with an assist to Casey at
8:13 of the second and Hischier
added a power-play goal at 10:13 of
the third.

Panthers 4, Bruins 3: Sam Re-
inhart scored on a power play and
added a short-handed goal that
gave visiting Florida the lead for
good in the second period as the
defending Stanley Cup champions
beat Boston.

Anton Lundell also scored twice
and Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 25
shots for Florida, which has elim-
inated Boston from the playoffs in
each of the last two seasons.

Mason Lohrei and Johnny
Beechereach had agoal and an as-
sist for the Bruins. Jeremy Sway-
man, making his third straight
start after missing the opener fol-
lowing a contract holdout, made
22 saves in his first loss of the sea-
son.

Rangers 4, Red Wings 1: Chris
Kreider scored the go-ahead goal
on the power play late in the sec-
ond period and host New York
beat Detroit.

Kreider tipped Mika Zibane-
jad’s shot with 2:55 left in the mid-
dle period to snap a 1-1 tie after the
teams traded goals in the first.
Alexis Lafreniere, Reilly Smith
and Zibanejad also scored for the
Rangers, and Igor Shesterkin fin-
ished with 31 saves.

Dylan Larkin scored for Detroit
with 2 seconds left in the first.
Alex Lyon had 24 saves for the
Red Wings in his first start of the
season.

Penguins 6, Canadiens 3: Lars
Eller had two goals against his for-
mer team, Evgeni Malkin had a
goal and two assists, and visiting
Pittsburgh beat Montreal.

Kris Letang, Kevin Hayes and
Rickard Rakell also scored for
Pittsburgh.

Sidney Crosby was held off the
scoresheet, keeping him one point
shy of 1,600. The 37-year-old is
looking to become just the 10th
player in NHL history to reach the
mark.

Islanders 6, Avalanche 2:
Brock Nelson scored his first two
goals of the season 2:49 apart in
the second period, and New York
beat Colorado to give coach Pa-
trick Roy a win in his first game
back in Denver.

Roy won two of his four Stanley
Cups with Colorado and coached
the team for three years before
stepping down a month before
training camp in 2016.

Senators 8, Kings 7 (OT): Josh
Norris capped a two-goal effort
with the game-winning goal S6
seconds into overtime and host Ot-
tawa beat Los Angeles.

Zack MacEwen also had a pair
for the Senators.

Kevin Fiala and Alex Laferriere
each scored a pair for the Kings.

NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Toronto 321 0 4 8 5
Ottawa 3 21 0 4 12 12
Montreal 4 2 2 0 4 12 13
Florida 4 2 2 0 4 13 15
Boston 4 2 2 0 4 15 15
Tampa Bay 110 0 2 4 1
Detroit 31 2 0 2 7 10
Buffalo 4 1 3 0 2 8 12

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
New Jersey 5 4 1 0 8 17 9
N.Y.Rangers 3 2 0 1 515 7
Pittsburgh 4 2 2 0 4 14 16
N.Y.Islanders 3 1 1 1 3 14 11
Columbus 2 11 0o 2 8 7
Philadelphia 2 1 1 0 2 6 8
Washington 1 01 0 0 3 5
Carolina 1 01 0 0 1 4

Western Conference
Central Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Dallas 330 0 6 9 3
Winnipeg 3 30 0 6 10 2
Utah 4 3 1 0 6 16 14
St. Louis 3 21 0 4 11 10
Minnesota 3 10 2 4 8 9
Chicago 311 1 3 8 9
Nashville 2 02 0 0 3 7
Colorado 3 03 0 0 11 24

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 3 30 0 6 15 8
Calgary 330 0 6 16 9
Los Angeles 310 2 4 11 11
Anaheim 211 0 2 3 3
Vancouver 2 00 2 2 7 9
Seattle 31 2 0o 2 7 9
San Jose 2 01 1 1 4 7
Edmonton 3 0 3 0 0 3 15

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Monday’s games

New Jersey 3, Utah 0
Florida 4, Boston 3

Ottawa 8, Los Angeles 7, OT
N.Y. Rangers 4, Detroit 1
Pittsburgh 6, Montreal 3
N.Y. Islanders 6, Colorado 2

Tuesday’s games

Florida at Columbus

New Jersey at Carolina

Vancouver at Tampa Bay

Vegas at Washington

Minnesota at St. Louis

San Jose at Dallas

Seattle at Nashville

Chicago at Calgary

Philadelphia at Edmonton
Wednesday’s games

Buffalo at Pittsburgh

Los Angeles at Toronto

Boston at Colorado

Utah at Anaheim

WR Adams to join
Rodgers with Jets

Associated Press

Aaron Rodgers and Davante
Adams are finally reunited after a
year of speculation — and now
they’ll try to save the New York
Jets’ sinking season.

The Jets agreed to terms Tues-
day to acquire the disgruntled
Adams from the Las Vegas Raid-
ers, two people with knowledge of
the deal told The Associated Press.

New York is sending a condition-
al third-round pick in next year’s
draft that could become a second-
rounder, butitis pending aphysical
for the wide receiver, one of the
people told the AP on condition of
anonymity because the teams
didn’t announce the deal.

NFL Network was the first to re-
port the trade.

The 31-year-old Adams immedi-
ately boosts a Jets offense that has
been inconsistent through the first
part of the season. The three-time
All-Projoins Garrett Wilson to give
Rodgers two No. 1-caliber wide re-
ceiverstothrow to, complementing
fellow receivers Mike Williams, Al-
lenLazard and Xavier Gipson, tight
end Tyler Conklin and running
backs Breece Hall and Braelon Al-
len.

Adams, who missed the Raiders’
last three games with a hamstring
injury, reportedly told the team he
wanted out of Las Vegas — and the
team was willing to accommodate
hisrequest.

Andnow he’sback with Rodgers,
the quarterback with whom he en-
joyed eight seasons of success
catching passes from in Green Bay.

It seemed inevitable, especially
when the Jets reportedly showed
interest in Adams last year at the
NFL trade deadline. Rodgers said
at a celebrity golf tournament over
the summer: “I love Davante. I
can’twaittoplay withhim ... again.”
With a smile, Rodgers said during
training camp he meant on the golf
course, but it was enough to fuel
speculation that at some point —
somehow —the Jets would move to
bringin Adams.

The deal came less than 12 hours
afterthe Jetslost 23-20 to the Buffa-
lo Bills, a game in which Rodgers
threw a Hail Mary just before half-
time but also was intercepted on
New York’s final drive for the sec-
ond straight week.

The trade also caps what has
been a tumultuous last seven days
forthe Jets. Two days afterlosing to
Minnesota in London, owner Woo-
dy Johnson fired head coach Rob-
ertSaleh on Tuesday and defensive
coordinator Jeff Ulbrich was
tapped to replace him as the inter-
im. Ulbrich then demoted offensive
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Davante Adams is reuniting with
Aaron Rodgers. The Jets are
sending the Las Vegas Raiders a
third-round pick in 2025’s draft.

coordinator Nathaniel Hackett and
replaced him with pass game coor-
dinator Todd Downing on Wednes-
day.

And now the Jets have made a
majordeal tobringin Adams, one of
Rodgers’ best friends and favorite
teammates. Adams has caught 615
passes from Rodgers for 7,517
yards and 68 touchdowns, all in
Green Bay.

Adams’ departure from Las Ve-
gas was expected after reports sur-
faced thathe nolonger wanted tobe
there — and the Jets immediately
became a likely landing spot be-
cause of hisrelationship with Rodg-
ers.

76ers’ George suffers
hyperextended knee

ATLANTA—Philadelphia76ers
prized free-agent acquisition Paul
George left Monday’s preseason
game against Atlanta with a hype-
rextended left knee.

There was no immediate update
how much time George might miss
following his injury. A nine-time
All-Star, George’s knee buckled on
adefensive playinthe second quar-
ter. He scored eight points in 12
minutes in a104-89 victory.

“Ifelt that it hyperextended, and
immediately it was, all right, Ineed
to get taken out and (looked at), but
ifyouaskme,I’'mnot too concerned
aboutit,” George told The Philadel-
phia Inquirer.

“You never want anything to
happen to anybody,” 76ers coach
Nick Nurse said. “Certainly, just
kind of trying to work him into
things. He wants to work into
things, too. This doesn’t give us a
chance to do that. Hopefully it’ll be
OK so he’s back with us right
away.”

The Sixers have been cautious
with their star players and shut
down center Joel Embiid on Sun-
day for the rest of the preseason for
what the team called left knee man-
agement.
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Mexico looks to stamp
out homophobic chant
despite fans’ diligence

By CARLOS RODRIGUEZ
Associated Press

GUADALAJARA, México —
Guadalajara is the capital of a
Mexican state that is home to te-
quila and Mariachi music. It is al-
so considered the birthplace of a
less flattering tradition — a homo-
phobic soccer chant that has cost
Mexico hundreds of thousands of
dollars in fines over the past two
decades.

It’s no wild guess that the chant,
a one-word slur which literally
means male prostitute in Spanish,
would be heard from the crowd in
Guadalajara’s Akron stadium
when Mexico hosted the United
States in a friendly Tuesday.

Multiple sanctions from FIFA
and campaigns by Mexican soccer
officials to educate fans have not
been able to stamp it out. The
chant persists in both club and na-
tional team soccer in Mexico, not
least in games between the two
North American rivals who will
co-host the 2026 World Cup to-
gether with Canada.

The last time the U.S. men’s
team played Mexico, in the CON-
CACAF Nations League final in
Texas in March, the referee
stopped the game twice due to ho-
mophobic chanting by Mexico
fans. Last year, a game in Las Ve-
gas between the two sides was cut
short for the same reason.

In Guadalajara, a city with a
strong soccer tradition which has
two teams in Mexico’s top soccer
league and another two in the sec-
ond division, many local fans told
The Associated Press that they
considered the chant to be harm-
less and only meant to poke fun at
opposing teams.

“Soccer is still a party, and the
chant is just for fun. People who

yell it mean no offense to the ri-
val,” said Luis Gallardo, a 38-year-
old who was wearing the Mexico
national team’s black away shirt.
“It’s been going on for years and I
don’t think it’s going to change.”

The slur, typically used when
the opposing goalkeeper takes a
goal kick, is hardly the only offen-
sive chant heard in soccer stadi-
ums worldwide, but its persistent
use at international tournaments
has become a costly embarrass-
ment for the Mexican soccer fed-
eration.

The federation has been fined
countless times by FIFA for “dis-
criminatory behavior” by suppor-
ters, including $114,000 for two in-
cidents during the 2022 World
Cup in Qatar. Mexico has ap-
pealed those penalties.

The Mexican soccer federation
long argued that the chant wasn’t
aimed at gays and that the word
had different connotations in con-
temporary Mexican culture. In re-
cent years, however, the federa-
tion launched campaigns to make
it go away, with stadium announ-
cers urging the crowd to refrain
from discriminatory chants and
eliciting the help of soccer stars
and other celebrities to get the
message across.

The federation in 2022 threat-
ened fans shouting the slur at
games with five-year stadium
bans. At the time, then-federation
president Yon de Luisa said re-
gardless of the intention of those
using the slur, what matters is how
it’s received by others.

“If it is discriminatory, we
should avoid it,” said De Luisa,
who later resigned after Mexico’s
poor performance in Qatar where
the team was eliminated in the
group stage.

BRrANDON WADE/AP

A message on the video board warns fans to not chant a homophobic
slur during an international friendly between Mexico and Iceland on
May 29, 2021 at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas.

Rick BowmER/AP

Kansas center Hunter Dickinson leads a Jayhawks team ranked No. 1 for the second straight year as they hope
for a better result than last season, when they lost to Gonzaga in the second round of the NCAA Tournament.

Kansas set to open season
ranked No. 1 in men’s poll

By DAVE SKRETTA
Associated Press

Kansas was picked first in the
AP Top 25 preseason men’s bas-
ketball poll Monday, getting the
No. 1 nod on half of the 60 ballots
from a national media panel to
start the season ahead of Alabama
and two-time defending national
champion UConn.

Kansas scooped up 30 first-
place votes from the AP panel. The
Crimson Tide, led by All-Ameri-
can guard Mark Sears and Jarin
Stevenson, earned 14 first-place
votes and UConn, which is trying
to become the first school since
John Wooden’s teams at UCLA to
win three straight titles, received
11 first-place votes and is third.

Houston earned four first-place
votes and is fourth ahead of Iowa
State, which returns its top four
scorers from a team that was a No.
2 seed in the NCAA Tournament.
Gonzaga received one first-place
vote and is sixth.

Duke, led by consensus No. 1
recruit Cooper Flagg, is seventh
ahead of Baylor, North Carolina
and Arizona in the top 10.

The Jayhawks were preseason
No.1ayear ago, too, but the season
hardly wentas planned. They were
dragged down by injuries and
struggledin Big12 play,and ateam
led by All-American center Hun-
ter Dickinson ultimately was rout-
ed by Cincinnati in the conference
tournament and Gonzaga in the
second round of the NCAA Tour-
nament.

Kansas coach Bill Self retooled
in the offseason, landing one of the
nation’s top transfer classes. A.J.

Scoreboard

AP Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, and total
points based on 25 points for a first-place
vote through one point for a 25th-place
vote and previous ranking:

Record Pts Prv

1. Kansas (30) 0-0 1449 19
2. Alabama (14) 0-0 1428 3
3.UConn (11) 0-0 1345 1
4. Houston (4) 0-0 1343 3
5. lowa St. 0-0 1177 8
6. Gonzaga (1) 0-0 1157 15
7. Duke 0-0 1154 9
8. Baylor 0-0 1109 16
9. North Carolina 0-0 1037 7
10. Arizona 0-0 905 11
11. Auburn 0-0 901 18
12. Tennessee 0-0 775 5
13. Texas A&M 0-0 737 -
14. Purdue 0-0 678 2
15. Creighton 0-0 631 13
16. Arkansas 0-0 625 —
17. Indiana 0-0 492 -
18. Marquette 0-0 484 12
19. Texas 0-0 332 -
20. Cincinnati 0-0 271 —
21. Florida 0-0 249 —
22.UCLA 0-0 210 -—
23. Kentucky 0-0 191 20
24. Mississippi 0-0 132 -
25. Rutgers 0-0 102 -

Others receiving votes: lllinois 92, St.
John’s 91, Xavier 73, Texas Tech 58, Wake
Forest 37, Kansas St 30, Michigan St. 29,
Ohio St. 29, Michigan 19,BYU 14, Oregon 12,
McNeese St. 11, Miami 11, Boise St. 9, Saint
Louis 9, Clemson 9, Providence 9, Missis-
sippi St.6, VCU 6, Wisconsin 5, Saint Mary’s
5, Louisville 4, UAB 4, Ark Little Rock 3,
Grand Canyon 3, Arizona St 2, San Diego St.
2, Princeton 2, High Point 1, Maryland 1.

Storr of Wisconsin, South Dakota
State guard Zeke Mayo and Rylan
Griffen from Alabama are part of a
versatile bunch joining Dickinson
and fellow seniors Dajuan Harris
Jr. and KJ Adams Jr. — both part
of their 2022 national title squad —

toform a deeper and more talented
team.

“We welcome being No. 1, espe-
cially with our returning players
like Hunter, Dajuan and KJ, and
then you add the players we
brought in,” Self said. “The goal is
to be No. 1 at the end of the season,
and though we welcome this, it is
not the end goal.”

The new-look Big 12, which lost
Oklahoma and Texas but wel-
comed Arizona, Arizona State,
Utah and Colorado, hasthree of the
top five and five of the top 10 in the
preseason AP poll. The SEC leads
the way with nine in the Top 25.

“To have three Big 12 teams in
the top five and five in the top 10
just shows how competitive this
league will be,” Self said. “Every
year we talk about the Big12 being
the toughest conference in the na-
tion, and with the four additions it
became even stronger.”

No. 11 Auburn, Tennessee and
Texas A&M start off the second 10,
followed by Purdue and Creight-
on. John Calipari has Arkansas at
No. 16 with Indiana, Marquette,
Texas and Cincinnati— making its
first poll appearance since 2019 —
in the top 20.

The Boilermakers are trying to
win a third straight Big Ten title af-
ter the departure of AP player of
the year Zach Edey.

“We have three starters back
from a Final Four team. We have
five freshmen. We have a lot of
guys with experience outside of
those three starters,” Purdue
coach Matt Painter said. “We’re
excited about it. We're excited
about this group.”
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Gontenders left

scrambling after 8

rash of injuries

By STEVE MEGARGEE
Associated Press

As the college football season
reaches its midway point, plenty
of playoff contenders suddenly
find themselves dealing with sea-
son-ending injuries to notable
players.

Notre Dame cornerback Benja-
min Morrison, Tennessee line-
backer Keenan Pili and Texas de-
fensive back Derrick Williams are
out for the rest of the season, their
coaches announced Monday. Ohio
State left tackle Josh Simmons al-
so has an injury that puts his avail-
ability for the rest of the season in
doubt.

All went down as part of a brutal
weekend that included Florida
quarterback Graham Mertz and
Colorado State wide receiver Tory
Horton suffering season-ending
injuries, and Utah quarterback
Cam Rising hurting his lower leg
severely enough to keep him out
for the rest of the season.

Mertz and Pili both got injured
in No. 11 Tennessee’s 23-17 over-
time victory over Florida. Pili’s
ACL injury leaves the Volunteers
without one of their team captains
as they prepare to host No. 7 Ala-
bama on Saturday.

Pili’s college career is over. He
is 26 and transferred to Tennessee
from BYU. He suffered a season-
ending triceps injury to start the
2023 season and has used not one
but two medical redshirts. Inju-
ries limited him to just seven
games in two seasons with the
Vols.

“There’s nobody that repre-
sents Tennessee better than him,”
coach Josh Heupel said Monday.
“He’s a great leader and will con-
tinue to be that inside of our build-
ing. Just heartbroken for him and
his family. A guy that does abso-
lutely everything right. Special
player, but special person. He’s
got a great future.”

Heupel said either Arion Carter

or Jeremiah Telander will take
over for Pili in wearing the in-hel-
met communication device on de-
fense.

Morrison, who has a hip injury,
arguably was the top player to go
down for the season over the
weekend. The second-team pre-
season Associated Press All-
America selection had nine ca-
reer interceptions and was re-
garded as a possible first-round
draft pick.

“Obviously it’s a blow to our
team,” Notre Dame coach Marcus
Freeman said. “You lose a cap-
tain, a great football player. You
feel terrible for the kid because he
gives football, he gives prepara-
tion everything he has. It’s just
tough. But he’s a tough kid. He’s a
tough individual. He’s been
through this before. He’ll have
surgery and get back to work to
become the best version of Benja-
min.”

Morrison is the latest notable
Notre Dame defensive player to
be lost for the season. No. 12 Notre
Dame is ranked eighth in points
allowed per game (11.7), 11th in
yards allowed per game (270) and
fourth in yards allowed per play
(4.25), but the Fighting Irish al-
ready lost defensive linemen Jor-
dan Botelho and Boubacar Traore
to season-ending injuries.

The Irish now lose Morrison
just three weeks after cornerback
Jaden Mickey announced four
games into the season that he was
redshirting to preserve a year of
eligibility as he prepares to trans-
fer.

Morrison’s injury likely moves
freshman cornerback Leonard
Moore into a starting role along-
side Christian Gray as Notre
Dame prepares to face Georgia
Tech in Atlanta’s Mercedes-Benz
Stadium.

Texas coach Steve Sarkisian an-
nounced Monday that Williams
would also miss the rest of the sea-
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Tennessee linebacker Keenan Pili is assisted to the sideline after being injured during the first half against
Florida on Saturday in Knoxville, Tenn. Pili’s ACL injury will end his season and college career.

son. Texas officials haven’t spec-
ified the nature of Williams’ inju-
ry.

Williams had picked off a pass
in a victory at No. 24 Michigan last
month, and he forced and reco-
vered a fumble in the top-ranked
Longhorns’ 34-3 rout of Oklahoma
on Saturday. His injury comes as
Texas gets ready to host No. S
Georgia.

Fans of No. 4 Ohio State are still
awaiting word on the severity of
the injury to Simmons, who was
carted off the field during the
Buckeyes’ 32-31 loss at No. 2 Ore-
gon. Coach Ryan Day sounded
pessimistic in his postgame news
conference Saturday.

“Tll have to get the update on
Simmons, but it doesn’t look great
in terms of him being able to come
back this season,” Day said.
“That’s a big hit for us.”

The notable injuries weren’t re-
stricted to top teams.

Mertz tore the ACL in his left

knee after throwing a touchdown
pass in Florida’s loss to Tennes-
see. Mertz, a Wisconsin transfer,
has suffered a season-ending inju-
ry each of his two years at Florida.
He broke his collarbone in a game
against Missouri last November.

His latest injury makes fresh-
man DJ Lagway the Gators’ start-
ing quarterback.

Utah coach Kyle Whittingham
announced Monday that Rising is
out for the rest of the season after
suffering a lower leg injury in a
27-19 loss to Arizona State on Fri-
day that knocked the Utes out of
the AP Top 25.

Rising, who is in his seventh
season, already missed three
games this season because of an
injury to his throwing hand. He
sat out the entire 2023 season with
a knee injury.

Freshman Isaac Wilson, the
younger brother of Denver Bron-
cos quarterback Zach Wilson, will
take Rising’s place. Utah went 2-1

in the three games Wilson started
when Rising was out with the
hand injury.

Colorado State coach Jay Nor-
vell announced on social media
that Horton would miss the rest of
the season after getting hurt in a
31-24 victory over San Jose State.
Norvell didn’t specify the nature
of Horton’s injury.

Horton had 26 catches for 353
yards and one touchdown this sea-
son after recording back-to-back
seasons with at least 1,100 yards
receiving in 2022 and 2023. Hor-
ton, who played at Nevada from
2020-21 before transferring to
Colorado State, was on the verge
of setting the Mountain West Con-
ference record for career receiv-
ing yardage.

Horton has 265 career catches
for 3,615 yards. The MWC career
record is owned by Rashard Hig-
gins, who had 3,649 yards receiv-
ing for Colorado State from 2013-
1S.

Oregon purposely induced late 12-men penalty in win

Associated Press

EUGENE, Ore. — No. 2 Oregon had 12
men on the field late in its 32-31 win over No.
4 Ohio State, with the resulting penalty
causing precious seconds to wind off the

clock.
Turns out, it was on purpose.

“We spend an inordinate amount of time
on situations and some situations don’t
come up very often in college football, but
this was obviously something we had

sult.”

Lanning

S worked on,” Oregon coach
Dan Lanning said Monday
night. “You can see the re-

Oregon took the lead
with 1:47 left on Atticus
Sappington’s 19-yard field
goal in Saturday night’s
game, giving the Buck-
eyes time to drive down the field for a poten-
tial winning field goal. With Ohio State fac-

onds left.

Just before the ball was snapped, Oregon
defensive back Dontae Manning walked on-
to the field, giving the Ducks an extra defen-
der. Ohio State failed to complete a pass
against Oregon’s 12-man defense on the
next play, and the Ducks were flagged for
an illegal substitution penalty.

Ohio State gained S yards on the penalty,

ing a third-and-2S from Oregon’s 43-yard
line, the Ducks called a timeout with 10 sec-

but lost four seconds off the clock since the
penalty was deemed a live-ball foul. The

Buckeyes were left with six seconds on the

clock, and quarterback Will Howard
scrambled up the middle, sliding a second
too late for Ohio State to call a timeout for a
potential game-winning field goal at Ore-
gon’s 26.

Lanning’s ploy helped the Ducks win the
game and move up to No. 2 in this week’s AP
Top 25.
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Allen, Bills survive Jets’ Hall

Buffalo takes control
of AFC East despite
1D pass by Rodgers

By DENNISs WASZAK JR.
Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Josh Allen and the Buffalo Bills
were expecting to go into halftime
against the New York Jets with a
10-point lead and all the momen-
tum.

That changed with one eye-pop-
ping pass by Aaron Rodgers that
sent the Jets and their fans into a
frenzy and had social media buzz-
ing.

“Kind of a gut punch,” Allen
said.

But he and the Bills overcame
Rodgers’ S2-yard Hail Mary
touchdown throw as the first half
ended to outlast the Jets 23-20 on
Monday night and take early sea-
son control of the AFC East.

“Fighting through adversity,
getting in at halftime, regrouping,
saying let’s just control one play at
a time,” Allen said. “We didn’t
score as many points as I'd like in
the second half, but found a way.”

Allen threw two touchdown
passes and ran for another score
and Tyler Bass made up for an
earlier miss by kicking a go-ahead
22-yard field goal with 3:43 left to
help the Bills (4-2) snap a two-
game skid. They have never lost
three straight with Allen starting
at quarterback.

“It was a gritty win led by Josh,”
coach Sean McDermott said.

The loss was the third in a row
for the Jets (2-4), who capped a tu-
multuous week during which
coach Robert Saleh was fired, de-
fensive coordinator Jeff Ulbrich
replaced him as the interim coach
and offensive coordinator Natha-
niel Hackett was demoted from
play-calling duties in favor of
Todd Downing.

“Yeah, it was a weird week,”
Rodgers said.
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PAMELA SMITH/AP

Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen scrambles away from New York Jets defensive end Solomon Thomas
during the first half Monday in East Rutherford, N.J. Allen threw two touchdown passes and ran for one.

Normally reliable kicker Greg
Zuerlein missed two potential go-
ahead field goals for the Jets, hit-
ting the left upright on both.

The game was also filled with
yellow penalty flags — both teams
had 11 penalties.

Allen finished 19-for-25 for 215
yards. Rookie Ray Davis, filling in
for the injured James Cook, ran
for 97 yards on 20 carries and
caught three passes for SS yards.

With the Jets trailing 23-20 in
the closing minutes, Rodgers
threw deep for Mike Williams but
the pass was short and Taron
Johnson — back after breaking
his right forearm in the season
opener — came up with a diving
interception. Williams was eval-
uated for a head injury after the
play.

Allen and the Bills were able to
then run out the clock and seal the
win. They’re the only team in the

AFC East with a winning record.

“Our No. 1 goal is making the
playoffs and you do that by win-
ning your division,” Allen said.
“We understand the gravity of this
type of game, us being 4-2 with a
2Y>-game lead with a head-to-
head win, as opposed to being 3-3
and in second place.

Rodgers was 23-for-35 for 294
yards with two touchdowns and
the INT, and Breece Hall had 113
yards rushing and 56 receiving.

“I thought we were going to
have a big night on offense,”
Rodgers said.

It certainly seemed they were
headed for that.

With the Jets at their own 48
and perhaps hoping to get into
field-goal range before halftime,
Rodgers took a few steps back and
danced around a bit before
launching the ball toward the end
zone. Allen Lazard reached up in

front of two Bills defenders and
fell on his back.

After a quick huddle, officials
ruled it a touchdown.

“When you catch those waves of
momentum, you’ve got to ride it,”
Ulbrich said. “And you’ve got to
finish a team, which we didn’t do.”

The Jets got in an early rhythm
on offense with Downing calling
the plays as Rodgers got New
York into the red zone. The Jets
settled for a 34-yard field goal by
Zuerlein, but it was New York’s
first points on an opening drive
this season.

Buffalo bounced back by gash-
ing Ulbrich’s defense for 61 yards
rushing — including 48 on six car-
ries by Davis — and capping the
Bills’ opening drive with a 1-yard
keeper by Allen to make it 7-3.

Allen’s S6th career TD run put
him one behind O.J. Simpson for
second in franchise history.

Finishing: Henry leads Ieague with 704 yards rushing

FROM PAGE 24

What Jackson calls Baltimore’s “pick your

positive development for the Ravens, who blew
alead tolose to Las Vegasin Week 2 and almost
did the same thing in their next game at Dallas.
Those concerns are muted because of how
sure-handed Henry is — and he even has a
handful of catches this season to go with his
league-leading 704 yards rushing.

“Hejustneeds alane, and he’s going to do the
rest,” said Jackson, who leads all quarterbacks
with 403 yards on the ground. “Every time
there’s a little crease, he always just goes full
force.”

Henry has had the most rushing attempts in
football in four of the past five seasons and is on
pace to do so again after 119 through six games.

“Derrick Henry, you’ve got to feed him the
ball,” receiver Zay Flowers said. “No matter
who you got at receiver, no matter who you got
attightend, you’ve got to get that man the ball.”

TeRRANCE WiLLIAMS/AP

Derrick Henry has had the most rushing
attempts in the league in four of the past five
seasons and is on pace to do so again.

poison” offense racked up 484 yards against
the Commanders and did so with abalanced at-
tack of 176 rushing and 323 passing.

“We’re so versatile,” said tight end Mark An-
drews, who on Sunday made his first touch-
down catch of the season. “Guys are going to
get their touches and get the ball and good
things will happen.”

Flowers caught nine passes for 132 yards —
all in the first half — with Jackson exploiting
the Commanders’ emphasis on stopping the
run and playing man-to-man defense. Coach
John Harbaugh called him “exactly the weap-
on we absolutely knew he was and would be
and has been.”

“Those plays had to be made in the pass
game, and Zay made them,” Harbaugh said.
“That was the difference, probably, in the
game.”

American Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 4 2 0 .667 165 126
Miami 2 3 0 .400 60 113
N.Y. Jets 2 4 0 .333 113 108
New England 1 5 0 .167 83 143
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Houston 5 1 0 .833 143 135
Indianapolis 3 3 0 .500 139 139
Tennessee 1 4 0 .200 96 110
Jacksonville 1 5 0 .167 113 178
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 4 2 0 .667 177 149
Pittsburgh 4 2 0 .667 124 86
Cincinnati 2 4 0 .333 157 152
Cleveland 1 5 0 .167 95 141
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 5 0 01.000 118 85
L.A. Chargers 3 2 0 .600 91 66
Denver 3 3 0 .500 112 96
Las Vegas 2 4 0 .333 109 163

National Conference

East
W L T Pct PF PA
Washington 4 2 0 .667 178 145
Philadelphia 3 2 0 .600 106 112
Dallas 3 3 0 .500 126 168
N.Y. Giants 2 4 0 .333 96 121
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Atlanta 4 2 0 .667 149 135
Tampa Bay 4 2 0 .667 178 141
New Orleans 2 4 0 .333 167 147
Carolina 1 5 0 .167 103 203
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 5 0 01.000 139 76
Detroit 4 1 0 .800 151 91
Chicago 4 2 0 .667 148 101
Green Bay 4 2 0 .667 162 121
West
W L T Pct PF PA
SanFrancisco 3 3 0 .500 162 130
Seattle 3 3 0 .500 146 150
Arizona 2 4 0 .333 133 163
L.A. Rams 1 4 0 .200 94 139

Thursday’s game
San Francisco 36, Seattle 24
Sunday’s games

Chicago 35, Jacksonville 16
Baltimore 30, Washington 23
Green Bay 34 Arizona 13
Houston 41, New England 21
Ind|ana’30||s 20, Tennessee 17
Philadelphia 20 Cleveland 16
Tampa Bay 51, New Orleans 27
L.A. Chargers 23, Denver 16
Pittsburgh 32, Las Vegas 13
Atlanta 38, Carolina 20
Detroit 47, Dallas 9
Cincinnati 17,N.Y. Giants 7
Open: Kansas City, Miami, L.A. Rams,
Minnesota
Monday’s game
Buffalo 23, N.Y. Jets 20
Thursday, Oct. 17

Denver at New Orleans
Sunday, Oct. 20

New England vs Jacksonville at London
Cincinnati at Cleveland
Detroit at Minnesota
Houston at Green Bay
Miami at Indianapolis
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants
Seattle at Atlanta
Tennessee at Buffalo
Carolina at Washington
Las Vegas at L.A. Rams
Kansas City at San Francisco
N.Y. Jets at Pittsburgh
Open: Chicago, Dallas
Monday, Oct. 21

Baltimore at Tampa Bay
L.A. Chargers at Arizona

Thursday, Oct. 24
Minnesota at L.A. Rams
Sunday, Oct. 27

Atlanta at Tampa Bay
Arizona at Miami
Baltimore at Cleveland
Chicago at Washington
Green Bay at Jacksonville
Indianapolis at Houston
N.Y Jets at New England
Tennessee at Detroit
New Orleans at L.A. Chargers
Buffalo at Seattle
Carolina at Denver
Kansas City at Las Vegas
Philadelphia at Cincinnati
Dallas at San Francsico
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GopoFREDO VAsQUEZ/AP

The New York Yankees’ Juan Soto celebrates after hitting a home run against the Cleveland Guardians
during the third inning in Game 1 of the ALCS on Monday in New York. The Yankees won 5-2.

Yanks take ALCS opener
over erratic Guardians

By RoNnaLD BLum
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Juan Soto’s
home run punctured Cleveland
pitching, which then went wild.

Soto put New York ahead in a
three-run third inning, Carlos Ro-
doén got his first postseason win
and the Yankees beat the Guardi-
ans S-2 on Monday night in an AL
Championship Series opener that
included Cleveland throwing five
wild pitches and walking nine bat-
ters.

Giancarlo Stanton added his
13th career postseason homer for
the Yankees, who are seeking a
record 41st AL pennant and their
first since winning the 20009 title.

“Getting the start-off win is
big,” Stanton said. “It’s a message
in its own.”

Cleveland became the second
team to throw a pair of run-scor-
ing wild pitches in a postseason in-
ning and tied a postseason record
with five overall. Guardians pitch-
ers walked six in a nine-batter
span and nine overall.

“They don’t chase a whole lot,”
Guardians manager Stephen Vogt
said. “If I take something away
from tonight, we just need to at-
tack the zone better.”

New York batters have walked
36 times in five postseason games.

“That’s what they’re capable of.
That’s in their DNA,” Yankees
manager Aaron Boone said. “We
beat that over — we hammer it.”

Game 2 was at Yankee Stadium
on Tuesday night. Entering this
year, teams taking the opener of a
series with a 2-3-2 format have
won 66 of 99 times.

Soto came in 7-for-11 with two

Scoreboard

Playoffs

x-if necessary
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
(Best-of-seven)
American League
New York 1, Cleveland 0

Monday: New York 5, Cleveland 2

Tuesday: at New York .

Thursday: New York (Schmidt 5-5) at
Cleveland (TBD), AFN-Sports, 11 p.m.
Thursday CET, 6 a.m. Friday JKT

Friday: New York (Gil 15-7) at Cleveland
(TBD)

x-Saturday: at Cleveland

x-Monday, Oct. 21: at New York

x-Tuesday, Oct. 22: at New York

National League
Los Angeles 1, New York 1

Sunday: Los Angeles 9, New York 0

Monday: New York 7, Los Angeles 3

Wednesday: Los Angeles (Buehler 1-6)
atNew York (Severino 11-7), AFN-Sports, 2
a.m. Thursday CET, 9 a.m. Thursday JKT

Thursday: Los Angeles (Yamamoto 7-2)
at New York (TBD), AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.m.
Friday CET, 9:30 a.m. Friday JKT, joined in
progress

Friday: at New York

x-Sunday, Oct. 20: at Los Angeles

x-Monday, Oct. 21: at Los Angeles

homers against Cobb. Before a
sellout crowd of 47,264 that in-
cluded pop star Taylor Swift, Soto
hit his first postseason homer for
New York when he drove a high
slider from Alex Cobb into the
Yankees’ bullpen in right-center.

He made a circle sign toward
the relievers with his hands as he
rounded first.

“It’s only me and the bullpen.”
Soto said, smiling. “We keep it to
ourselves.”

Rodén rebounded from the
Yankees’ only loss in the Division
Series, limiting the Guardians to a
pair of singles before Brayan Roc-
chio’s sixth-inning homer.

“The goal was to just stay in
control, stay in control of what I
can do, obviously physically and

emotionally,” Rodén said. “I
thought I executed that well to-
night.”

Stanton’s seventh-inning homer
boosted the lead to S-1. Steven
Kwan cut the Guardians’ deficit
when he extended his postseason
hitting streak to a team-record 11
games with an RBI single in the
eighth off Clay Holmes.

Luke Weaver relieved with run-
ners at the corners. He struck out
pinch-hitter Will Brennan and re-
tired José Ramirez on a groun-
dout, and then followed a leadoff
walk in the ninth with three
straight strikeouts for his fourth
save this postseason.

Making his first playoff appear-
ance in 11 years, Cobb walked the
bases loaded in the third and roo-
kie reliever Joey Cantillo threw a
pair of run-scoring wild pitches.

Cantillo had four wild pitches
overall, one shy of the record for a
postseason game set by Rick An-
kiel of St. Louis in a 2000 NL Divi-
sion Series opener against Atlan-
ta. The only other time a team
scored twice on wild pitches in a
postseason inning was by Minne-
sota against Oakland’s Tim Hud-
son and Ted Lilly in the 2002 AL
Division Series.

“That performance was ob-
viously the difference in the game,
so that’s on me,” Cantillo said.

Cobb, who had hip surgery last
Oct. 31, was removed because of
hip tightness and a back spasm.

“It’s kind of been there for a lit-
tle bit but, obviously, I had the sur-
gery and tendinitis kind of flares
up every once in a while,” Cobb
said. “Sometimes the back will
tighten up along with it.”

Lindor, Mets stop
Dodgers’ scoreless
streak to tie NLCS

By BETH HARRIS
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The New
York Mets weren’t sure what they
were going to get with the Los An-
geles Dodgers sending out a pa-
radeofrelieversinabullpengame.

They found out right away.

Francisco Lindor and Mark
Vientos homered as the Mets
stopped the Dodgers’ record-tying
postseason scoreless streak in a
7-3 victory on Monday, tying the
NL Championship Seriesatagame
apiece.

Lindor added to his storybook
season with a leadoff homer in the
first inning against Ryan Brasier.
Vientos delivered during New
York’s five-run second, connect-
ing for a grand slam against Lan-
don Knack.

Before Lindor went deep, Los
Angeles had a string of 33 consec-
utive scoreless innings. Jack Fla-
hertyled the Dodgerstoa9-0victo-
ry in Game 1 of the NL.CS on Sun-
day night.

“Ididn’t know it,” Lindor said of
the Dodgers’ streak. “I was just
trying to have a quality at-bat and
get the guys going.”

Sean Manaea opened Game 2
with four shutout innings for New
York. He was charged with three
runs, two earned, and two hits in
five-plus innings. Closer Edwin
Diaz earned a four-out save.

“Having a lead like that just
makes it a little easier,” Manaea
said. “Just trying to attack guys
and get ahead and go right after
them.”

Dodgers superstar Shohei Ohta-
ni was 0-for-3 with two strikeouts
against Manaea and two walks, in-
cluding one against Diaz. He is 0-
for-19 with the bases empty in his
first postseason.

“He’s one of the best hitters in
the league, but I've got really good
stuff,” Diaz said. “I just go after
him. Hit the ball, if you get to two

strikes, I will make you chase.”

Manager Dave Roberts has no
intention of moving Ohtani out of
the leadoff spot.

“Iwant Shohei to get five at-bats
agame,” Robertssaid. “Ithink he’s
our best hitter, and I want him up
there five times.”

Game 3 of the best-of-seven se-
ries is Wednesday in New York.

“It’s not a sprint,” Manaea said.
“It’s definitely going to be a grind
of a series.”

The Mets jumped all over the
Dodgers after flopping in the open-
er.

Lindor fouled off four consecu-
tive pitches from Brasier before
sending a 395-foot shot to right for
his leadoff homer.

“When you’re facing a bullpen
day, I think it’s hard to game plan
but you’ve got to go out there make
adjustments, whether it’s putting
the ball in play, moving a guy over,
gettingaguyin,” rookie Mets man-
ager Carlos Mendoza said. “Those
are the little things that you have to
do to win games in the playoffs
when you’re facing an elite pitch-
ing staff.”

Knack took over for LA in the
second and gave up aleadoff single
to Starling Marte and then walked
Jesse Winker. One out later, Ty-
rone Taylor doubled to left, scor-
ing Marte.

After Francisco Alvarez popped
to shortstop, Lindor was intention-
ally walked toload the bases. Vien-
tos sent a 391-foot shot to center for
the third grand slam in Mets
playoff history. That extended the
lead to 6-0 and silenced the sellout
crowd of 52,926.

“You’ve got Francisco ahead of
me, and he hitahome runearlierin
the game, so they would rather
take a chance on me than him,”
Vientos said. “But I use it as motiv-
ation. I’'m like, ‘All right, you want
me up? I’'m going to show you,
whatever.””

AsHLEY LanDIs/AP

The New York Mets’ Francisco Lindor follows through as he hits a
leadoff home run against the Dodgers during the first inning in Game
2 of the NLCS on Monday in Los Angeles. The Mets won 7-3.
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Adding the finishing touches

Workhorse Henry helps
Ravens preserve leads
with late-game carries

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

errick Henry has been a perfect fit

for Lamar Jackson and the Baltimore

Ravens’ offense, and that goes be-

yond his nine touchdowns, the most
among NFL running backs.

Henry has become the closer they’ve needed
after blowing one lead early in the season and al-
most doing it again the following week. The 30-
year-old workhorse ran eight times for 56 yards
down the stretch Sunday against Washington to
salt away a 30-23 victory, Baltimore’s fourth win
in arow, and he has 34 carries for 184 yards in the
fourth quarter this season.

“I definitely want to be able to close the game
so we can win and everybody’s happy and every-
body’s high-fiving in the locker room,” Henry
said. “You’ve got to take pride in that—to be able
to finish games and have the ball last.”

Henry getting the ball early, late and often is a

Yankees win ALCS opener

Soto, Stanton homers help New York
down Cleveland » mLB playoffs, Page 23

SEE FINISHING ON PAGE 22

Reep HoFFMANN, ABOVE, AND JEFF LEwis, LEFT/AP

Above: Ravens running back Derrick Henry has 34 carries for 184 yards in the fourth quarter this season, when Baltimore
is trying to run down the clock and put games away. Left: Quarterback Lamar Jackson says Henry “just needs a lane, and
he’s going to do the rest. Every time there’s a little crease, he always just goes full force.”

Kansas ranked No. 1 in preseason poll. co.u.re. [WWGMRIILIIY]




