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A
year ago, many outside

observers said it was

only a matter of time

until Kyiv’s fall, as Rus-

sian soldiers invaded Ukraine in a

bid to capture its capital.

Instead, Moscow’s full-scale in-

vasion floundered. Two months

into the fighting, Kyiv stood and

Russian forces were in retreat.

But hidden amid those failures

is a threat still facing the United

States military and its allies in Eu-

rope, where vulnerabilities per-

sist on its

eastern bor-

ders, experts

say.

“The Russians didn’t get close

to capturing Kyiv in three days,

but they did capture enough terri-

tory equal to the size of Estonia,”

retired Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges, the

former commander of the U.S. Ar-

my in Europe, said in a recent

phone interview.

Despite the Kremlin’s battle-

field failures and the huge toll in

lives and materiel in Ukraine, al-

lies should be careful not to under-

estimate a Russian military that

can be expected to undergo a ma-

jor reset regardless of the out-

come in Ukraine, analysts say.

“At the end of the day, NATO

forces would crush Russian forc-

es, but that doesn’t mean that in

the early days, if we were caught

flat-footed, that there would not be

enormous casualties and dam-

age,” Hodges said.

Among the concerns are persis-

tent bureaucratic obstacles that

hamstring NATO’s ability to mo-

bilize on short notice to head off

any potential incursion, Hodges

said.

“The ability to move forces rap-

JOHN SCHOEBEL/U.S. Army National Guard

A soldier with the 1st Battalion, 9th Cavalry Regiment, directs an M1A2 tank crew Thursday during an exercise at Bemowo Piskie, Poland.

Battlefield lessons learned
Year of fighting in Ukraine shows US military what it needs to improve, analysts say

BY JOHN VANDIVER
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WARSAW, Poland — President

Joe Biden, returning on Tuesday

to the Polish castle where he spoke

shortly after the Russian invasion

of Ukraine last year, said the war

had hardened Western resolve to

defend democracy around the

globe.

He warned that there were

“hard and bitter days ahead,” but

pledged that the United States and

its allies would “have Ukraine’s

back” as the war enters its second

year.

“Democracies of the world will

stand guard over freedom today,

tomorrow and forever,” he said at

the Royal Castle, a historical land-

mark in Warsaw, before a cheer-

ing crowd of Polish citizens and

Ukrainian refugees.

Biden’s speech came one day af-

ter his daring, unannounced trip

to Kyiv, where he met with Ukrai-

nian President Volodymyr Zelen-

skyy.

“Kyiv stands strong,” Biden de-

clared. “Kyiv stands proud.”

Before his speech, Biden met

with Polish President Andrzej Du-

da as he began a series of consulta-

tions with allies to prepare for an

even more complicated stage of

Russia’s invasion.

“We have to have security in

Europe,” Biden said at the presi-

‘Kyiv stands
strong,’ Biden 
declares in his
Poland speech

BY AAMER MADHANI, 
ZEKE MILLER

AND CHRIS MEGERIAN

Associated Press
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Home Depot said Tuesday that

it’s investing $1 billion in wage in-

creases for its U.S. and Canadian

hourly workers.

The Atlanta-based home im-

provement chain said every hour-

ly employee will get a raise start-

ing this month. Starting pay will be

at least $15 per hour in all markets.

Home Depot is one of many big

retailers who have raised pay to at-

tract workers in a strong U.S. job

market, where unemployment is

at its lowest level since 1969. Wal-

mart announced in January that it

would be raising its hourly wage to

an average of $17.50, while Target

invested $300 million in hourly

wage increases last year.

The pay raises could also help

Home Depot head off a fledgling

campaign to unionize its stores,

which it has opposed. Workers at a

Home Depot in Philadelphia filed

to hold a union election last Sep-

tember, saying workers weren’t

benefiting from Home Depot’s

strong sales and that stores were

understaffed. Workers at the store

voted to reject the union in Novem-

ber.

Home Depot employs 437,000

people in the United States and

34,000 in Canada. The vast major-

ity are hourly employees, the com-

pany said. The company operates

2,000 stores in the U.S. and 182

stores in Canada.

“This investment will help us at-

tract and retain the best talent into

our pipeline,” Home Depot’s

Chairman, President and CEO

Ted Decker wrote in an email to

employees.

Home Depot to raise worker pay in US, Canada
Associated Press 
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Military rates

Euro costs (Feb. 22) $1.04
Dollar buys (Feb. 22) 0.9146
British pound (Feb. 22) $1.18
Japanese yen (Feb. 22) 132.00
South Korean won (Feb. 22) 1,264.00

Commercial rates

Bahrain (Dinar) .3769
Britain (Pound) 1.2074
Canada (Dollar) 1.3522
China (Yuan) 6.8793
Denmark (Krone) 6.9914
Egypt (Pound) 30.5979
Euro .9390
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.8442
Hungary (Forint) 359.26
Israel (Shekel) 3.6436
Japan (Yen) 135.17
Kuwait (Dinar) .3066

Norway (Krone) 10.3112

Philippines (Peso) 55.03
Poland (Zloty) 4.46
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7662
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3397

South Korea (Won) 1,304.63
Switzerland (Franc) .9279
Thailand (Baht) 34.61
Turkey (New Lira) 18.8717

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country of issuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates are interbank rates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

INTEREST RATES

Prime rate 7.75
Interest Rates Discount rate 5.25
Federal funds market rate 4.58
3-month bill 4.82
30-year bond 3.87
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PACIFIC

UNITED NATIONS — The

United States and its allies urged

the U.N. Security Council on

Monday to condemn North Ko-

rea’s unlawful ballistic missile

launches, but China and Russia

blamed the U.S. for escalating

tensions with stepped-up mili-

tary exercises targeting Pyong-

yang.

At the emergency meeting,

U.S. Ambassador Linda Tho-

mas-Greenfield told the council

that the United States will pro-

pose a presidential statement,

saying at a minimum all 15 mem-

bers should be agreeable to con-

demning the North’s unprece-

dented missile launches, to urg-

ing Pyongyang to comply with

U.N. Security Council sanctions

resolutions, and “to engage in

meaningful dialogue.”

A presidential statement from

the Security Council requires

the support of all its members,

including North Korea’s closest

allies, China and Russia.

Thomas-Greenfield said the

United States condemns North

Korea’s firing of two short-range

ballistic missiles Monday fol-

lowing the launch of an intercon-

tinental ballistic missile Satur-

day “in the strongest terms” as

“flagrant violations” of the coun-

cil’s ban on the country’s ballis-

tic missile launches. 

The launches and North Ko-

rea’s threatening rhetoric are

undermining international

peace and security, Thomas-

Greenfield said.

And she warned the council

that its silence and failure to con-

demn the North’s missile activ-

ities “leads to irrelevance.”

But Pyongyang’s allies China

and Russia countered that

what’s needed now is dialogue

between North Korea and the Bi-

den administration, a de-escala-

tion of military exercises, an

easing of sanctions on North Ko-

rea, and approval of a resolution

they circulated in November

2021 aimed at resolving the sit-

uation on the Korean Peninsula. 

US urges UN to condemn North Korea
BY EDITH M. LEDERER

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — North

Korea’s latest missile launches

are a demonstration of the coun-

try’s avowed ability to use nuclear

force against South Korea and the

mainland U.S. How immediate is

that threat?

North Korea claims its nuclear

forces are capable of destroying

its rivals, and often follows its pro-

vocative weapons tests with

launch details. But many foreign

experts call the North’s claim

propaganda and suggest that the

country is

not yet capa-

ble of hitting

the United

States or its allies with a nuclear

weapon.

There’s no question that North

Korea has nuclear bombs, and

that it has missiles that place the

U.S. mainland, South Korea and

Japan within striking distance.

What’s not yet clear is whether the

country has mastered the tricky

engineering required to join the

bombs and the missiles.

ICBMs
North Korea has demonstrated

that it has missiles that could fly

far enough to reach deep into the

continental U.S., but it’s not clear

whether they can survive re-en-

tering the Earth’s atmosphere on

arrival.

North Korea said it had

launched a Hwasong-15 intercon-

tinental ballistic missile on Satur-

day to verify the weapon’s reliabil-

ity and combat readiness of the

country’s nuclear forces. It’s one

of three kinds of ICBMs the coun-

try has developed, along with the

Hwasong-14 and Hwasong-17. All

three are liquid-fueled, and North

Korea has portrayed them all as

nuclear-capable.

Launched almost straight up to

avoid the territories of neighbors,

the weapon reached a maximum

altitude of about 3,585 miles and

flew 615 miles, according to North

Korea’s state media. The reported

flight details suggest the missile

could travel 8,080 miles or beyond

if launched on a normal trajectory.

“These days, North Korea has

been disclosing information about

its launches in a very detailed

manner to try to let others believe

what they’ve done is genuine,” an-

alyst Shin Jong-woo at South Ko-

rea’s Defense and Security Forum

said. “But I think that’s part of

their propaganda.”

There are questions on whether

North Korea has acquired the

technology to shield warheads

from the high-temperature, high-

stress environment of atmospher-

ic re-entry.

A South Korean biennial de-

fense document released last

week said that it’s not clear wheth-

er the missiles can survive re-en-

try, because all of North Korea’s

ICBM tests have so far been made

on high angles.

Lee Choon Geun, an honorary

research fellow at South Korea’s

Science and Technology Policy

Institute, said a normal trajectory

would cause greater stress, as a

warhead would spend longer time

passing through altitudes of high

air density.

North Korea’s state media said

the launch was made “suddenly”

at a surprise order from leader

Kim Jong Un.

“The Kim regime’s claims of

short-notice launches are thus in-

tended to demonstrate not only

the development of strategic and

tactical nuclear forces but also the

operational capability to use

them,” Leif-Eric Easley, a profes-

sor at Ewha University in Seoul,

said.

In a military parade earlier this

month, North Korea showcased

around a dozen ICBMs, an un-

precedented number that sug-

gested progress in its efforts to

mass-produce powerful weapons.

Among them were huge canis-

ter-sealed missiles that experts

say were likely a version of a solid-

fuel ICBM that North Korea has

been trying to develop in recent

years. Solid-fueled systems allow

missiles to be mobile on the

ground and make them faster to

launch.

Warheads
North Korea likely has dozens

of nuclear warheads. The question

is whether they are small enough

to fit on a missile.

North Korea has so far per-

formed six underground nuclear

test explosions to manufacture

warheads that it can place on mis-

siles. Outside estimates on the

number of North Korean nuclear

warheads vary widely, ranging

from 20-60 to up to about 115.

In a 2021 interview with 38

North, a North Korea-focused

website, renowned nuclear phys-

icist Siegfried Hecker, who has

visited North Korea’s main Yong-

byon nuclear complex numerous

times, said that “20 to 60 is possi-

ble, with the most likely number

being 45.”

Some experts argue that North

Korea has likely already built

miniaturized nuclear warheads to

be mounted on missiles, citing the

number of years the country has

spent on its nuclear and missile

programs. But others say North

Korea is still years away from pro-

ducing such warheads.

“After its sixth nuclear test,

people accepted that North Korea

really will have nuclear weapons.

But they are still debating wheth-

er it has warhead miniaturization

technology,” Shin, the analyst,

said.

The North described its sixth

nuclear test in 2017 as a detonation

of a thermonuclear bomb built for

ICBMs. It created a tremor that

measured 6.3 magnitude, and

some studies put its estimated ex-

plosive yield at about 50 to 140

kilotons of TNT. In comparison,

the pair of atomic bombs dropped

on Hiroshima and Nagasaki dur-

ing World War II — which killed

more than 210,000 people — yield-

ed explosions equivalent to about

15 and 20 kilotons of TNT, respec-

tively.

The biennial South Korean de-

fense document said that North

Korea is estimated to have 154

pounds of weapons-grade plutoni-

um. Some observers say that’s

enough for about 9-18 bombs. The

document estimated that North

Korea has “a considerable

amount of” highly enriched urani-

um as well.

North Korea’s Yongbyon com-

plex has facilities to produce both

plutonium and highly enriched

uranium, the two main ingre-

dients to build nuclear weapons.

Plutonium plants are generally

large and generate a lot of heat,

making it easier to detect. But a

uranium enrichment plant is

more compact and can be easily

hidden from satellite cameras.

North Korea is believed to be run-

ning at least one additional covert

uranium enrichment facility, in

addition to one at its Yongbyon

complex.

Short-range weapons
Following the collapse of diplo-

macy with then-President Donald

Trump in 2019, Kim sped up the

development of short-range solid-

fuel, nuclear-capable missiles de-

signed to strike key targets in

South Korea, including U.S. mili-

tary bases there.

The so-called “tactical” nuclear

weapons include what North Ko-

rea calls “super-large” 600 mm

multiple rocket launchers that it

tested Monday. South Korea de-

scribes the weapon as a short-

range missile system.

North Korea’s state media said

its new artillery system can carry

nuclear warheads, saying that

four rockets would be enough to

wipe out an enemy airfield. The

statement drew quick outside

doubts about whether weapons

are indeed nuclear-capable.

“The North Korean claim

doesn’t make sense to some extent

... Why do they need four tactical

nuclear weapons to destroy just

one airfield?” Shin said. “Also,

which country would disclose

such attack scenarios via state

media?”

Other new North Korean short-

range systems include missiles

that were apparently modeled af-

ter the Russian Iskander mobile

ballistic system or outwardly re-

semble the U.S. MGM-140 Army

Tactical Missile System.

Launched from land vehicles,

these missiles are designed to be

maneuverable and fly at low alti-

tudes, theoretically giving them a

better chance of defeating South

Korean and U.S. missile defense

systems.

Whether North Korea has the

ability to arm short-range missiles

with nuclear warheads has not

been independently confirmed.

While North Korea may be able

to place simple nuclear warheads

on some of its older missiles, in-

cluding Scuds or Rodong missiles,

it would likely require further

technology advancements and nu-

clear tests to build smaller and

more advanced warheads that can

be installed on its newer tactical

systems, said Lee, the expert.

Fears, questions of N. Korea’s
growing nuclear missile arsenal

BY KIM TONG-HYUNG

AND HYUNG-JIN KIM

Associated Press

KRT/AP

A ballistic missile is launched from an undisclosed location in North
Korea, on Monday.

ANALYSIS
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ABU DHABI, United Arab Emir-

ates — Iranian attacks in the water-

ways of the Middle East and else-

where in the region “have the atten-

tion of everyone” as tensions rise

over Tehran’s advancing nuclear

program, the head of the U.S. Navy’s

5th Fleet said Tuesday.

Vice Adm. Brad Cooper also told

The Associated Press that he’s seen

arise in what he described as Iran’s

“malign activities” in the region

over his two years leading the Bah-

rain-based 5th Fleet.

While Cooper pointed to recent

seizures of weapons by American

and allied forces in the region as a

success, he acknowledged that Iran

has been able to carry out drone at-

tacks targeting shipping in the Mi-

deast and other assaults in the re-

gion.

“We’re focused on expanding our

partnerships,” Cooper said on the

sidelines of Abu Dhabi’s Interna-

tional Defense Exhibition and Con-

ference. “The short answer is the

Iranian actions have the attention of

everyone.”

The 5th Fleet patrols the crucial

Strait of Hormuz, the narrow mouth

of the Persian Gulf through which

20% of all oil transits. Its region also

stretches as far as the Red Sea up to

the Suez Canal, the waterway in

Egypt linking the Mideast to the

Mediterranean Sea, and the Bab el-

Mandeb Strait off Yemen.

Under Cooper’s command, which

will end with the upcoming arrival

of Rear Adm. George Wikoff in Bah-

rain, likely later this year, the 5th

Fleet vastly expanded its use of

drones and artificial intelligence to

patrol those waterways.

Cooper said the Navy has reached

the halfway mark of his goal to have

100 unmanned drones, both sailing

and submersible, operating in the

region with America’s allies. The

Navy also conducted a drill Monday

with the United Arab Emirates with

the systems, he added.

But concerns about Iran have on-

ly grown in recent months as Tehran

has enriched uranium closer than

ever to weapons-grade levels and

has enough fissile material for sev-

eral nuclear bombs if it chooses to

build them.

There have been several Iranian

attacks on commercial shipping in

the region, including a still-murky

drone assault on the tanker Campo

Square on Feb. 10 that’s been cited

by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu. Iran carried out that at-

tack, which wounded no one on

board, according to a U.S. defense

official who spoke to the AP on con-

dition of anonymity to discuss intel-

ligence matters.

Iran has denied targeting the ves-

sel, though it has also denied other

attacks attributed to it since the col-

lapse of the nuclear deal following

America’s withdrawal from the ac-

cord in 2018.

“Obviously the nuclear compo-

nent is all being handled via diplo-

matic means,” Cooper said. “I think

over a two-year period, we have for

sure seen an increase in the number

of malign activities, much of which

we’ve been catching just in the last

60 to 90 days.”

5th Fleet head: Iran has everyone’s attention
BY JON GAMBRELL

Associated Press

JON GAMBRELL/AP

U.S. Navy Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, who heads the Navy�s Bahrain-based 5th Fleet, speaks at an event at
the International Defense Exhibition and Conference in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates on Tuesday.

A United Arab Emirates drone

boat’s participation in drills ear-

lier this month with four U.S.

counterparts from an experimen-

tal task force is the latest step to-

ward the Navy’s goal of having a

100-vessel robotic fleet in the Mid-

dle East.

The five unmanned surface ves-

sels surveilled ships sailing

through the Persian Gulf as part of

a weeklong exercise in mid-Feb-

ruary, Task Force 59’s first bilat-

eral exercise with the kingdom, a

U.S. 5th Fleet statement Monday

said. 

The Navy aims to have an un-

manned surface fleet of 100 in the

waters of the Middle East by the

end of the summer, with 80 of the

vessels belonging to regional al-

lies such as the UAE, Navy offi-

cials have said. 

Previous unmanned systems

exercises in the Middle East in-

cluded one in September between

the U.S. and Israel in the Gulf of

Aqaba. 

The 5th Fleet seeks to benefit

from the unmanned vessels by

having them patrol the Middle

East’s waterways, through which

much of the world’s trade transits. 

Unmanned systems can operate

for long stretches on their own as

they gather information on pass-

ing ships. The Navy created Task

Force 59 in 2021 to focus on testing

drones and artificial intelligence. 

In 2022, Task Force 59 operated

unmanned surface ships in the

Middle East for more than 25,000

hours, a Naval Forces Central

Command statement in Decem-

ber said. 

Iran seized drones from Task

Force 59 on separate occasions in

August and September of that

year and then released them when

U.S. warships neared, the Navy

said. 

Iran and the U.S. have traded

claims that the other is destabiliz-

ing the Middle East, which analy-

sts say is locked in a shadow war

between Tehran’s partners and

Washington’s.

The Navy in recent months has

seized thousands of rifles and

rockets at sea that it says Iran was

sending to militant proxies.

Unmanned Navy vessels pair with UAE aquatic drone in drill
BY J.P. LAWRENCE

Stars and Stripes

lawrence.jp@stripes.com
Twitter: @jplawrence3

JAY FAYLO/U.S. Navy

An Ocean Aero Triton unmanned surface vessel, left, operates in the
Arabian Gulf with a Saildrone Explorer USV during a bilateral exercise
between the U.S. Navy and United Arab Emirates navy on Thursday.

MILITARY

ATHENS, Greece — U.S. Secre-

tary of State Antony Blinken on

Tuesday urged NATO allies

Greece and Turkey to calm rheto-

ric as both countries head to na-

tional elections, in an effort to bol-

ster unity in the trans-Atlantic alli-

ance as Russia’s invasion of Uk-

raine nears its anniversary.

Blinken met with officials in

Athens after a stop in Turkey,

where he also visited regions hit

hardest by devastating recent

earthquakes.

Greek and Turkish officials said

they are willing to take a time out

from long-standing disputes over

sea boundaries in the eastern

Mediterranean in the aftermath of

the earthquakes that have killed

about 45,000 people in Turkey and

Syria.

Blinken said he hoped the pause

would provide an opportunity to

return to diplomacy. 

“It’s profoundly in our interest

and I believe in the interest of both

Greece and Turkey to find ways to

resolve long-standing differenc-

es,” he told reporters in Athens on

Tuesday.

“And to do it through dialogue

through diplomacy to do it peace-

fully and in the meantime to not

take any unilateral actions or use

any charged rhetoric that would

only make things more difficult.”

Greece is expected to hold a

parliamentary election in April,

while Turkey will hold a general

election in June. 

“Both countries are heading to

an election. That certainly cre-

ates, sometimes, incentives to en-

gage in rhetoric that can create

more problems,” Blinken said. 

In Athens, he met with Prime

Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis as

well as Greece’s ministers of for-

eign affairs and defense, contin-

uing discussions to deepen bilat-

eral military cooperation that has

significantly expanded in recent

years.

“We’re all heartbroken over the

humanitarian catastrophe that

has struck our neighbors,” Mitso-

takis told Blinken late Monday. “I

think this horrible catastrophe has

proven that there is a deep con-

nection between our two peoples.

We may have big, significant polit-

ical differences, but the bonds be-

tween our peoples are there.”

Blinken welcomes ‘time out’ on Greece-Turkey tension before elections
Associated Press
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dential palace in Warsaw. “It’s

that basic, that simple, that conse-

quential.”

He described NATO as “maybe

the most consequential alliance in

history,” and he said it’s “stronger

than it’s ever been” despite Rus-

sian President Vladimir Putin’s

hopes that it would fracture over

the war in Ukraine.

Duda, in his meeting with Bi-

den, praised the president’s unan-

nounced visit to Kyiv as “spectac-

ular,” saying it “boosted morale of

Ukraine’s defenders.”

He said the visit was “a sign that

the free world, and its biggest

leader, the president of the United

States, stands by them.”

On Wednesday, Biden plans to

meet again with Duda along with

other leaders of the Bucharest

Nine, a group of the easternmost

members of NATO military alli-

ance.

The conflict in Ukraine — the

most significant war in Europe

since World War II — has already

left tens of thousands of people

dead, devastated Ukraine’s infras-

tructure system and damaged the

global economy.

While Biden is looking to use his

whirlwind trip to Europe as a mo-

ment of affirmation for Ukraine

and allies, the White House has al-

so emphasized that there is no

clear endgame to the war in the

near term, and the situation on the

ground has become increasingly

complex.

The administration on Sunday

revealed it has new intelligence

suggesting that China, which has

remained on the sidelines of the

conflict, is now considering send-

ing Moscow lethal aid. Secretary

of State Antony Blinken said it

could become a “serious prob-

lem” if Beijing follows through.

Biden and Zelenskyy discussed

capabilities that Ukraine needs

“to be able to succeed on the bat-

tlefield” in the months ahead, Sul-

livan said. Zelenskyy has been

pushing the U.S. and European al-

lies to provide fighter jets and

long-range missile systems

known as ATACMS — which Bi-

den has declined to provide so far.

Sullivan declined to comment on

whether there was any movement

on the matter during the leaders’

talk.

With no end in sight for the war,

the anniversary is a critical mo-

ment for Biden to try to bolster Eu-

ropean unity and reiterate that

Putin’s invasion was a frontal at-

tack on the post-World War II in-

ternational order. The White

House hopes the president’s visit

to Kyiv and Warsaw will help bol-

ster American and global resolve.

In the U.S., a poll published last

week by The Associated Press-

NORC Center for Public Affairs

Research shows that support for

providing Ukraine with weapons

and direct economic assistance is

softening. And earlier this month,

11 House Republicans introduced

what they called the “Ukraine fa-

tigue” resolution urging Biden to

end military and financial aid to

Ukraine, while pushing Ukraine

and Russia to come to a peace

agreement.

Biden dismissed the notion of

waning American support during

his visit to Kyiv.

“For all the disagreement we

have in our Congress on some is-

sues, there is significant agree-

ment on support for Ukraine,” Bi-

den said while in Kyiv. He de-

scribed the conflict as “about free-

dom of democracy at large.”

Ahead of the trip, the White

House spotlighted Poland’s ef-

forts to assist Ukraine. More than

1.5 million Ukrainian refugees

have settled in Poland since the

start of the war and millions more

have crossed through Poland on

their way to other countries. Po-

land has also provided Ukraine

with $3.8 billion in military and

humanitarian aid, according to

the White House.

The Biden administration an-

nounced last summer that it was

establishing a permanent U.S.

garrison in Poland, creating an en-

during American foothold on NA-

TO’s eastern flank.

“The truth of the matter is the

United States needs Poland and

NATO as much as NATO needs

the United States,” Biden told Du-

da on Tuesday.

EVAN VUCCI/AP

President Joe Biden stands with children after delivering a speech marking the one-year anniversary of the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, on Tuesday, at the Royal Castle Gardens in Warsaw.

Biden: US president uses Europe
trip to reinforce support for Ukraine
FROM PAGE 1

“United States needs Poland and

NATO as much as NATO needs the

United States.”

President Joe Biden

EUROPE

MOSCOW — Russian President

Vladimir Putin declared Tuesday

that Moscow was suspending its

participation in the New START

treaty — the last remaining nuclear

arms control pact with the United

States — sharply upping the ante

amid tensions with Washington

over the fighting in Ukraine.

Speaking in his state-of-the-na-

tion address, Putin also said that

Russia should stand ready to re-

sume nuclear weapons tests if the

U.S. does so, a move that would end a

global ban on nuclear weapons tests

in place since the end of the Cold

War.

Explaining his decision to sus-

pend Russia’s obligations under the

2010 New START treaty, Putin ac-

cused the U.S. and its NATO allies of

openly declaring the goal of Rus-

sia’s defeat in Ukraine.

“They want to inflict a ‘strategic

defeat’ on us and try to get to our nu-

clear facilities at the same time,” he

said, declaring his decision to sus-

pend Russia’s participation in the

treaty. He later sent a draft bill on

the pact’s suspension to the Krem-

lin-controlled lower house, which is

expected to quickly rubber-stamp it

Wednesday.

Putin emphasized, however, that

Russia was not withdrawing from

the pact altogether. Hours after his

address, the Russian Foreign Minis-

try said the country would respect

the caps on nuclear weapons set un-

der the treaty.

Russia also will continue to ex-

change information about test

launches of ballistic missiles per

earlier agreements with the United

States, the ministry said.

Noting that the decision to sus-

pend Russia’s participation in New

START could be reversed, the For-

eign Ministry urged the U.S. to dees-

calate tensions and create a proper

environment for the treaty’s imple-

mentation.

The New START treaty envisag-

es caps on the number of nuclear

weapons and broad inspections of

nuclear sites. Putin said such in-

spections don’t make sense after the

U.S. and its allies declared the goal

of dealing Russia a military defeat in

Ukraine and helped the Ukrainian

military mount strikes on Russian

nuclear facilities.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony

Blinken deplored Putin’s move as

“deeply unfortunate and irresponsi-

ble,” noting that “we’ll be watching

carefully to see what Russia actual-

ly does.”

NATO Secretary-General Jens

Stoltenberg also voiced regret about

Putin’s move, saying that “with to-

day’s decision on New START, full

arms control architecture has been

dismantled.”

“I strongly encourage Russia to

reconsider its decision and respect

existing agreements,” he told re-

porters.

Putin argued that while the U.S.

has pushed for the resumption of in-

spections of Russian nuclear facili-

ties under the treaty, NATO allies

had helped Ukraine mount drone

attacks on Russian air bases hosting

nuclear-capable strategic bombers.

Putin on Tuesday mocked NA-

TO’s statement urging Russia to al-

low the resumption of the U.S. in-

spections of Russian nuclear weap-

ons sites as “some kind of theater of

the absurd.”

Putin described the U.S. push for

access to Russian nuclear sites as

“the height of hypocrisy and cyni-

cism.”

“They want to inflict a ‘strategic

defeat’ on us and at the same time,

they keep trying to get to our nuclear

facilities,” he charged.

The Russian leader also alleged

that a NATO statement on New

START raised the issue of the nucle-

ar weapons of Britain and France,

which are part of the alliance’s nu-

clear capability but aren’t included

in the U.S.-Russian pact.

Then-presidents Barack Obama

and Dmitry Medvedev signed the

New START treaty in 2010. The pact

limits each country to no more than

1,550 deployed nuclear warheads

and 700 deployed missiles and bom-

bers. The agreement envisages

sweeping on-site inspections to ver-

ify compliance.

Just days before the treaty was

due to expire in February 2021, Rus-

sia and the United States agreed to

extend it for another five years.

Putin raises
tensions, halts
nuclear treaty

Associated Press

MIKHAIL METZEL, SPUTNIK/AP

Russian President Vladimir Putin
gestures during his annual state
of the nation address Tuesday.
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idly throughout Europe in pre-cri-

sis conditions, we still have not

fixed this problem, and that is

even more stark now,” Hodges

said.

Allies also are being pushed to

the brink when it comes to their

arms and munitions stockpiles,

which have been greatly depleted

during the past year as countries

pour weaponry into Ukraine.

“I don’t think NATO can be very

bullish because our stockpiles are

too low, especially in Europe,”

said John R. Deni, an expert on

European security at the U.S. Ar-

my War College.

Much is riding on the war,

whose outcome has security im-

plications that ripple well beyond

the battlefields in eastern Uk-

raine.

“If the Russians win, it is going

to be bad news for the Baltic

states, Finland. They’re going to

perceive a lot of pressure,” Deni

said. “We will have to use this win-

dow of time to more adequately

prepare our defenses and square

away our affairs on the eastern

front.”

Should the West waver and al-

low Moscow to eventually suc-

ceed, China could perceive that

weakness as a green light to in-

vade Taiwan.

If the U.S. wanted to support the

Taiwanese with weaponry, there

is a risk that the Pentagon would

quickly find its arsenal short on in-

ventory, said retired Air Force Lt.

Gen. David Deptula, dean of the

Mitchell Institute of Aerospace

Power Studies in Washington.

“If there’s anything that has

been a wake-up call that we need

to pay attention to, it is ensuring

that there are adequate munition

stocks,” Deptula said. “Unfortu-

nately, during peacetime, there’s

no constituency for munitions, so

therefore, programmers when

they work the budget, they often

times go to the munitions accounts

to find the offsets.”

Considering that the U.S. and its

allies in the European Union have

a combined gross domestic prod-

uct that dwarfs Russia’s, Moscow

shouldn’t be able to compete in

materiel production, Hodges said.

“If we’re losing in a munitions

race, it’s not because there’s not

enough money. It’s because we

haven’t done what needs to be

done,” Hodges said. “We’ve been

talking about it for over a year now

and it’s still not fixed.”

Poor planning
Outside observers say Ukraine

deserves some blame as well. In

the nearly nine years since Putin

invaded and annexed Crimea in

2014, Kyiv never got the country

on a wartime footing in domestic

arms production, Hodges said.

“Now we are playing catch-up,”

he added.

Other analysts highlighted the

shortcomings of Europe as a

whole.

NATO and the EU need to “get

further into the knickers” of their

member states, Deni said.

“For example, in the U.S., we

have defense industrial laws that

allow the president to direct in-

dustry to do certain things. Ger-

many doesn’t have that,” he said.

In the year ahead, the war’s di-

rection may hinge on whether the

West can sustain or step up weap-

ons deliveries to Ukraine, where

spring offensives and counterof-

fensives will soon pick up.

“We need speed. Speed is cru-

cial,” Ukrainian President Volo-

dymyr Zelenskyy told global lead-

ers gathered in Munich over the

weekend in regard to deliveries.

Still, questions remain over how

far the West is prepared to go to

get Ukraine the weapons it says it

needs.

For example, the U.S. and Ger-

many have so far ruled out send-

ing modern fighter jets, which are

near the top of Ukraine’s wish list.

“Without airpower, those tanks

are simply going to feed the meat

grinder of what’s really devolved

to a stalemate resembling a World

War I-like quagmire,” Deptula

said. “And that’s not a fight that

Ukraine can win.

“We need to get Ukraine air

power to replace its declining air

force, and we need to get it to them

as fast as possible.”

Delivering F-16s or other NA-

TO-standard aircraft would ex-

ploit advantages that only airpow-

er can create and allow Ukraine’s

ground forces to carry out com-

bined arms attacks more fully, he

said.

The road ahead
Analysts expressed mixed

views on the likely outcome in Uk-

raine. Some are skeptical about

Kyiv’s ability to reclaim its territo-

ry even with allied support.

A study by the Rand Corp. in Ja-

nuary argues that it would be in

the U.S.’s interest to focus more on

anegotiated solution, even if that’s

at odds with Kyiv’s goals.

“Territorial control, although

immensely important to Ukraine,

is not the most important dimen-

sion of the war’s future for the

United States,” stated the Rand

study, called “Avoiding a Long

War.”

The aim for the U.S. should be

“averting possible escalation to a

Russia-NATO war or Russian nu-

clear use,” the report said.

Such concerns take precedence

over “facilitating significantly

more Ukrainian territorial con-

trol,” the report concludes.

During the past year, the ques-

tion of whether the conflict could

escalate to a point at which NATO

is drawn into it has loomed over

events and factored into weapons

delivery decisions.

Early on, the U.S. and other al-

lies balked at sending Ukraine

modern battle tanks. But gradual-

ly, more advanced systems have

been cleared for delivery without

bringing alliance troops into com-

bat.

The Kremlin, which has lashed

out repeatedly at Western military

support, has painted itself as being

at war indirectly with NATO.

Periodic nuclear saber-rattling

from Putin also has raised fears

that Russia could at some point

use a tactical nuclear weapon in

Ukraine to avoid losing the war.

Nonetheless, weapons convoys

continue to flow into Ukraine vir-

tually unchallenged. There has

been no apparent attempt by the

Russians to sabotage the efforts or

target storage centers.

“I have been stunned that the

Russians have let the West get

away with supplying as much stuff

as we have. I think the lesson here

is that deterrence works,” Deni

said.

Hodges said the U.S. and allies

have been unnecessarily con-

cerned with the escalation ques-

tion and moved too slowly in sup-

plying weapons as a result. In so

doing, they have only prolonged

the war, he added.

“There’s absolutely zero doubt

in my mind that Ukraine is going

to win, that they are going to re-

gain control of their sovereign ter-

ritory,” Hodges said.

“I see no bright lights on Rus-

sia’s horizons. The only hope they

have is if we, the West, led by the

United States, lose the will to keep

doing what’s needed to deliver the

capabilities that Ukraine needs.”

Lessons: Munitions, planning highlight issues as war continues
FROM PAGE 1

CLAUDIA NIX/U.S. Marine 

Polish soldiers engage targets last year during a combined arms live-fire exercise with paratroopers assigned to the 3rd Brigade Combat Team,
82nd Airborne Division in Nowa Deba, Poland. The focus of the 82nd Airborne Division’s mission in Poland is to assure their Polish allies and
enhance the readiness and strengthen of the NATO alliance.

TARA FAJARDO ARTEAGA/U.S. Army

U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Keynote Cropper and U.S. Army Sgt. Justin
Spearow advance onto the battlefield last year next to an M1126
Stryker Combat Vehicle as part of Defender Europe at Mielno Range,
Poland. 

EUROPE
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The owner of the Russian private

military company, Wagner, ac-

cused Russia’s defense minister

and chief of general staff on Tues-

day of starving his fighters in Uk-

raine of ammunition, which he

charged amounts to an attempt to

“destroy” the force.

Yevgeny Prigozhin, a millionaire

with close ties to Russian President

Vladimir Putin, in an emotional au-

dio statement released through his

spokespeople decried “direct resis-

tance” from the Russian military,

“which is nothing other than an at-

tempt to destroy Wagner.”

Prigozhin said in a raised voice

that Russian Defense Minister Ser-

gei Shoigu and Chief of General

Staff Valery Gerasimov are handing

out orders “left and right” not to sup-

ply Wagner with ammunition and

not to support it with air transport.

The company has been actively in-

volved in heavy fighting in the east

of Ukraine.

This “can be likened to high trea-

son in the very moment when Wagn-

er is fighting for Bakhmut, losing

hundreds of its fighters every day,”

Prigozhin said in a raised voice.

The millionaire and his fighters

have been alleging for weeks that

the Russian military doesn’t pro-

vide them with enough ammuni-

tion, as Wagner’s push to take over

Bakhmut, a key city in Ukraine’s

partially occupied eastern Donetsk

region, stalled and turned into a

grinding battle. 

Emotional statements from Pri-

gozhin and his fighters highlighted

the long-brewing tensions between

the private Wagner, which has an

unclear legal status as Russian law

prohibits private military compa-

nies, and the Russian military.

SERGEI ILNITSKY/AP

Russian businessman Yevgeny Prigozhin is a millionaire with close
ties to Russian President Vladimir Putin and financier of the Wagner
mercenary company.

Wagner owner blasts
Russian military chiefs

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — American

and allied sanctions and export

controls are constraining Russia’s

ability to wage war on Ukraine by

degrading its military, a top Trea-

sury Department official said

Treasury Deputy Secretary

Wally Adeyemo said at the Council

on Foreign Relations in Washing-

ton that as the war on Ukraine

nears the one-year mark, U.S.

sanctions are effectively resulting

in military losses for Russia by

straining its military machine.

Russia is the world’s second-lar-

gest arms producer after the Unit-

ed States, but Adeyemo asserted

that “today, Russia can’t produce

enough arms to meet their basic

needs and to be a supplier to the

countries that rely on them.”

The financial penalties imposed

by the U.S. and its allies “have de-

graded Russia’s ability to replace

more than 9,000 pieces of military

equipment lost since the start of

the war,” he said, adding, “Russia

has also lost up to 50% of its tanks.”

More than 30 countries, includ-

ing the U.S., the EU nations, the

United Kingdom, Canada, Austra-

lia, Japan and others — represent-

ing more than half the world’s

economy — have imposed price

caps on Russian oil and diesel, in-

stituted export controls, frozen

Russian Central Bank funds and

restricted access to SWIFT, the

dominant system for global finan-

cial transactions.

Adeyemo said the U.S. plans to

announce additional sanctions on

Russia this week targeting its mil-

itary manufacturing industry.

President Joe Biden reiterated the

need for additional sanctions in a

speech Tuesday in Poland.

U.S. officials say Moscow has

turned to North Korea and Iran to

resupply the Russian military with

drones and surface-to-surface

missiles.

“Our view is that it is a sign of

weakness, not strength, that Rus-

sia today is forced to rely on Iran

and North Korea for their military

arms, from countries that have al-

ready been cut off from the inter-

national financial system,” he said.

“While we have far more to do,

we are succeeding in reversing the

course of Russia’s budget and un-

dercutting its military-industrial

complex,” Adeyemo says.

As the invasion enters its second

year, the U.S. will intensify its ef-

forts to boost sanctions, Adeyemo

said, including cracking down on

sanctions evasion and putting eco-

nomic pressure on countries and

firms that continue to do business

with Russia.

He acknowledged recent re-

ports that Russia’s economy is per-

forming better than expected. This

year, its economy is projected to

outperform the U.K.’s, growing

0.3% while the U.K. faces a 0.6%

contraction, according to the In-

ternational Monetary Fund.

“While Russia’s economic data

appears to be better than many ex-

pected early in the conflict,”

Adeyemo said, “our actions are

forcing the Kremlin to use its limit-

ed resources to prop up their econ-

omy at a time where they would

rather be investing every dollar in

their war machine.”

US treasury deputy: Russia
sanctions degrading military

BY FATIMA HUSSEIN

Associated Press
“While we have far
more to do, we are
succeeding in
reversing the course
of Russia’s budget
and undercutting its
military-industrial
complex.”

Wally Adeyemo

U.S. Treasury Deputy Secretary

MOSCOW — Russia’s security

head on Tuesday held talks with the

Chinese Communist Party’s foreign

policy chief, calling for closer coop-

eration with Beijing to resist West-

ern pressure.

Nikolai Patrushev, the secretary

of Russia’s National Security Coun-

cil, said during a meeting with Wang

Yi, the party’s most senior foreign

policy official who is visiting Mos-

cow, that the West sought to deter

Russia and China as part of its at-

tempts to preserve global domina-

tion.

“The bloody events in Ukraine

staged by the West is just one exam-

ple of it,” said Patrushev, a longtime

associate of Russian President Vla-

dimir Putin. “All that is being done

against Russia and China and to the

detriment of developing nations.”

Russia has sought to cast what it

calls its “special military operation”

as an effort to protect Russian

speakers and to derail Western ef-

forts to turn Ukraine into an anti-

Russian bulwark. Kyiv and its West-

ern allies have rejected that argu-

ment as a bogus cover for an unpro-

voked act of aggression.

During Tuesday’s meeting with

Wang, Patrushev emphasized that

“amid a campaign by the West to de-

ter both Russia and China, it is par-

ticularly important to further dee-

pen the Russian-Chinese coordina-

tion and cooperation in the interna-

tional arena.”

Patrushev said that the develop-

ment of “strategic partnership”

with China remains a top priority for

Russia, and reaffirmed Moscow’s

“invariable support for Beijing on

the Taiwan, Xinjang, Tibet and

Hong Kong issues, which the West

has exploited to discredit China.”

Kremlin official urges
deeper ties with China

Associated Press
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NEW ORLEANS — New Or-

leans’ annual Carnival season en-

tered its ebullient crescendo

Tuesday with thousands of revel-

ers expected to pack the French

Quarter and line miles of parade

routes in a citywide Mardi Gras

celebration underpinned this year

by violent crime concerns and po-

litical turmoil.

Gunfire that broke out during a

parade Sunday night left a teenag-

er dead and four others injured,

including a 4-year-old girl. Police

quickly arrested Mansour Mbodj,

21, for illegally carrying a weapon,

then upgraded the charge to sec-

ond-degree murder. 

Officials stressed Monday that

the shooting was an isolated event. 

The violence appeared to have

little effect on Monday night

crowds. St. Charles Avenue, in-

cluding the area where gunfire

broke out, was again lined with

people dancing, drinking and eat-

ing in a football tailgate atmo-

sphere as they awaited the eve-

ning’s parades. The French Quar-

ter was packed with partiers wan-

dering among bars, restaurants

and strip clubs.

Revelers shrugged off crime at

an afternoon riverside park event

celebrating this year’s king and

queen of the Zulu Social Aid and

Pleasure Club. 

“I think whatever it was, it was a

private dispute that happened in a

public place,” said Chris Flug of

New Orleans, referencing the

Sunday night shooting. “It’s al-

ways sad when gun violence takes

a life, but it shouldn’t taint the city

or the event. You can’t predict

people’s behavior.”

Crime has contributed to dissat-

isfaction with Mayor LaToya Can-

trell. She won re-election easily in

2021, but has suffered myriad po-

litical problems since, including

criticism about crime, the slow

pace of major street repairs and

questions over her personal use of

a city-owned French Quarter

apartment.

A recall petition launched last

year is nearing a Wednesday

deadline. One of the organizers,

Eileen Carter, said she believes

the movement has enough signa-

tures, but will make a last-minute

push. 

“We’re going to have people

canvassing the parade routes,”

Carter said. “That’s been really

helpful to us.”

Fueling the political tumult:

Cantrell was captured in a social

media video gesturing with her

middle-finger as a parade passed

by a city reviewing stand over the

weekend. 

What sparked the gesture was

unclear. 

The mayor’s press office did not

respond to a request for comment

from The Associated Press. A

statement given to The Times-Pi-

cayune/The New Orleans Advo-

cate shed little light. 

“Mardi Gras is a time where sat-

ire and jest are on full display,”

spokesperson Gregory Joseph

said in a prepared statement. “The

city has been enjoying a safe and

healthy Carnival,” the statement

said, adding that the mayor was

looking forward to continuing the

celebration.

Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday, is

the culmination of Carnival sea-

son, which officially begins each

year on Jan. 6, the 12th day after

Christmas, and closes with the be-

ginning of Lent on Ash Wednes-

day.

New Orleans’ raucous celebra-

tion is the nation’s most well-

known, but the holiday is also cele-

brated throughout much of Loui-

siana and the Gulf Coast. Mobile,

Ala., lays claim to the oldest Mardi

Gras celebration in the country.

In New Orleans,
crime, politics
don’t stop party

DORTHY RAY/AP

Revelers cheer as the Krewe of Orpheus rolls through New Orleans the night before Mardi Gras, known as
Lundi Gras, on Monday.

Associated Press

Environmental advocates are celebrating

in Laguna Beach — but it won’t be with bal-

loons.

The hilly seaside city known for stunning

ocean views and rolling bluffs is weighing a

plan to ban the sale and public use of balloons

to curtail the risk of devastating wildfires and

eliminate a major source of trash floating near

the community’s scenic shores.

The Laguna Beach City Council is expected

to vote Tuesday on the proposal to ban in pub-

lic the popular mainstay of birthday and grad-

uation parties, whether inflated with helium

or not. 

The move in the community of 23,000 peo-

ple 50 miles southeast of Los Angeles comes

as several California beach cities have limited

balloons and the state enacted a law to regu-

late the types made of foil.

“This is the beginning,” said Chad Nelsen,

chief executive of the nonprofit environmen-

tal organization Surfrider Foundation, adding

that he sees momentum to weed out balloons

that tangle with turtles and sea lions much like

he did with the effort to phase out single-use

plastic bags. “We’re chipping away at all these

things we find and trying to clean up the ocean

one item at a time.”

Environmental advocates are taking aim at

balloons, arguing they’re a preventable cause

of coastal pollution that threatens animals and

seabirds. 

Balloon debris can tangle wildlife or be in-

gested by animals that mistake it for food, and

more than 3,000 pieces of balloon litter were

picked up on ocean beaches by volunteers in

Virginia over a five-year period, according to

the NOAA Office of Response and Restora-

tion.

In California, fire officials have long

warned against foil bal-

loons that can tangle

with power lines, caus-

ing a power outage and

potential fire hazard. 

Southern California

Edison, one of the state’s

major utilities, reported

more than 1,000 foil bal-

loon-related power out-

ages in 2017, affecting

more than 1 million cus-

tomers, according to a

state legislative analysis.

But coastal advocates want legislation that

addresses balloon litter in addition to fire risk.

Coastal communities in Florida, Delaware

and New York have adopted rules aimed at

curtailing balloon pollution. Several in South-

ern California have taken similar steps. 

The city of Manhattan Beach has banned

foil balloons on public property and the mass

release of latex balloons, while two San Diego

County beach cities have barred balloons

filled with a gas lighter than air.

Officials in Laguna Beach have long dis-

cussed the idea. Lawmakers held an initial,

unanimous vote in January to phase out the

public use of all balloons, with a second and

final vote scheduled for Tuesday. 

Balloons can still be used by residents at

home, said Mayor Bob Whalen. 

“Even the balloon advocates and balloon in-

dustry was not opposed to banning them on

the beach,” Whalen said, adding that the city

moved on the issue both

to reduce the risk of fires

and to protect marine

life along the city’s

roughly 6 miles of shore-

line. “There is going to

be some impact on the

local distribution of bal-

loons, but as I say, peo-

ple will still find places

to buy balloons.”

Treb Heining, who be-

gan selling balloons at

Disneyland when he was

15 years old and now, more than 50 years later,

works internationally in the balloon industry,

said balloons bring happiness to the world.

“All my life, I’ve seen children thrilled — of

all ages. You can still be a child at 90 years

old,” he said.

Heining said Laguna Beach officials would

not come to the table for a compromise. 

He suggested banning portable helium

tanks for the public, barring balloon releases

and prohibiting balloons on the beach, rather

than an all-or-nothing approach.

“They’re doing anything they can to make

balloons into this evil, horrible thing. And

they’re not,” he said.

Calif. city weighs balloon ban to protect coast
Associated Press

“They’re doing
anything they can to
make balloons into
this evil, horrible thing.
And they’re not.”

Treb Heining

balloon advocate

WASHINGTON — The Su-

preme Court has rejected an ap-

peal, backed by the satirical The

Onion, from a man who was ar-

rested and prosecuted for making

fun of police on social media.

The justices on Tuesday left in

place a lower court ruling against

Anthony Novak, who was arrested

after he spoofed the Parma, Ohio,

police force in Facebook posts.

After his acquittal on criminal

charges, Novak sued the police for

violating his constitutional rights.

But a federal appeals court ruled

the officers have “qualified immu-

nity” and threw out the lawsuit.

The Onion filed its brief in de-

fense of parody. Its lawyers wrote

that the First Amendment pro-

tects people from prosecution

when they make fun of others.

“The Onion’s writers also have a

self-serving interest in preventing

political authorities from impris-

oning humorists,” the site’s law-

yers wrote. “This brief is submit-

ted in the interest of at least miti-

gating their future punishment.”

Justices reject
appeal from
man who made
fun of police

Associated Press
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Among Kshama Sawant’s ear-

liest memories of the caste sys-

tem was hearing her grandfather

— a man she “otherwise loved ve-

ry much” — utter a slur to sum-

mon their lower-caste maid.

The Seattle City Council mem-

ber, raised in an upper-caste Hin-

du Brahmin household in India,

was 6 when she questioned her

grandfather about it. He respon-

ded that his granddaughter

“talked too much.”

Now 50, and an elected official

in a city far from India, Sawant

has proposed an ordinance to add

caste to Seattle’s anti-discrimina-

tion laws. If the council approves

it Tuesday, Seattle will become

the first U.S. city to specifically

outlaw caste discrimination.

In India, the caste system’s ori-

gins can be traced back 3,000

years as a social hierarchy based

on birth. While the definition of

caste has evolved, under Muslim

and British rule, the suffering of

those at the bottom of the caste

pyramid — known as Dalits —

has continued.

In 1948, India banned caste dis-

crimination, and enshrined that

policy in the constitution in 1950.

Yet the undercurrents of caste

continue across Indian society;

caste-based violence is rampant.

The U.S. caste debate has di-

vided the South Asian communi-

ty. Dalit activists say caste dis-

crimination is prevalent in dias-

pora communities, surfacing in

social relations, housing, educa-

tion and the tech sector.

The United States is the second

most popular destination for In-

dians living abroad, according to

the Migration Policy Institute,

which estimates the U.S. diaspo-

ra grew from about 206,000 in

1980 to about 2.7 million in 2021.

The group South Asian Ameri-

cans Leading Together says near-

ly 5.4 million South Asians live in

the U.S. — up from 3.5 million

counted in the 2010 census. Most

trace their roots to Bangladesh,

Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan

and Sri Lanka.

There has been strong push-

back to anti-discrimination laws

and policies that target caste

from some groups. They say it

will hurt a community that al-

ready faces discrimination.

But over the past decade, Dalit

activism has garnered support

from parts of the diaspora. One

recent trend: More Dalits are tell-

ing their stories, energizing this

movement. 

Prem Pariyar, a Dalit Hindu

from Nepal, gets emotional as he

recalls escaping caste violence in

his native village. His family was

attacked for taking water from a

community tap, said Pariyar, now

a social worker in California who

serves on Alameda County’s Hu-

man Relations Commission. He

moved to the U.S. but says he

couldn’t escape discrimination. 

“I’m fighting so Dalits can be

recognized as human beings,” he

said.

Pariyar helped caste become a

protected category in the Califor-

nia State University system in Ja-

nuary 2022. In 2019, Brandeis

University near Boston became

the first college to include caste in

its nondiscrimination policy. Oth-

er universities have adopted sim-

ilar measures. 

Among the striking findings in

a survey of 1,500 South Asians in

the U.S. by Equality Labs: 67% of

Dalits who responded reported

being treated unfairly at their

workplace because of their caste

and 40% of Dalit students who

were surveyed reported facing

discrimination in educational in-

stitutions compared to 3% of up-

per-caste respondents. Also, 40%

of Dalit respondents said they felt

unwelcome at their place of wor-

ship due to caste.

The Dalit American communi-

ty is not monolithic. Aldrin Dee-

pak, an India-born Dalit living

near San Francisco, said he has

never faced caste discrimination

during 35 years in the U.S. He has

decorated local Hindu temple

deities and hosted community

members for Diwali celebra-

tions.

“Making an issue where there

is none is only creating more frac-

tures in our community,” he said.

Seattle considers law
barring caste prejudice

BY DEEPA BHARATH

Associated Press

COURTESY OF PREM PARIYAR

Prem Pariyar, a Dalit Hindu from Nepal, works on a banner at a
People�s Summit for Democracy event in Los Angeles last June. 

LOS ANGELES — A man ar-

rested Monday in the weekend

killing of a Catholic bishop that

shocked Los Angeles religious and

immigrant communities is the

husband of the victim’s house-

keeper and had done work at his

home, authorities said.

Auxiliary Bishop David O’Con-

nell, 69, was fatally shot Saturday

in the bedroom of his home in Ha-

cienda Heights, an unincorporat-

ed community about 20 miles east

of downtown Los Angeles, Los An-

geles County Sheriff Robert Luna

said. 

A SWAT team arrested Carlos

Medina, the husband of O’Con-

nell’s housekeeper, at their home

in Torrance, about 35 miles south-

west of Hacienda Heights, Luna

said. 

The sheriff said detectives first

linked Medina to the crime after

finding surveillance video that

showed his SUV in the driveway of

O’Connell’s home at the time of

the killing. 

A caller told authorities that

Medina, 65, was acting irrational-

ly and had made comments about

O’Connell “owing him money,”

Luna said, adding that a motive in

the killing remains under investi-

gation.

He said detectives found no evi-

dence of forced entry at the arch-

diocese-owned home and that Me-

dina’s wife was cooperating with

detectives. Detectives recovered

weapons at Medina’s home and

ballistic tests are pending, Luna

said.

It was not immediately known if

Medina has an attorney who can

speak on his behalf.

O’Connell had been a priest for

45 years and was a native of Ire-

land, according to Angelus News,

the news outlet of the Archdiocese

of Los Angeles, the nation’s lar-

gest.

Los Angeles Archbishop Jose

H. Gomez said Monday that

O’Connell spoke fluent Spanish

with an Irish accent and every day

showed “compassion to the poor,

to the homeless, to the immigrant,

and to all those living on society’s

margins.”

“He was a good priest and a

good bishop and a man of peace

and we’re very sad to lose him,”

added Gomez, his voice breaking. 

Man arrested in killing
of Catholic bishop had
worked at his home

BY OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ

AND DAMIAN DOVARGANES

Associated Press

DAMIAN DOVARGANES/AP

Gabriela Gil and her children pay
their respects to Bishop David
O�Connell at the corner of his
home in Hacienda Heights, Calif.,
on Sunday.

The prosecution in the case of a

fatal New Mexico film-set shoot-

ing made a stark turnaround Mon-

day, dropping the possibility of a

mandatory five-year sentence

against Alec Baldwin, new court

filings show. 

The actor-producer’s attorneys

had earlier objected to the enhan-

cement, saying it was unconstitu-

tional because it was added after

the October 2021 shooting. Legal

experts had said Baldwin had a

strong chance of seeing it tossed

out. 

“The prosecutors committed a

basic legal error by charging Mr.

Baldwin under a version of the

firearm-enhancement statute that

did not exist on the date of the ac-

cident,” Baldwin’s attorneys said

in an earlier court filing. 

Baldwin’s attorney declined to

comment Monday after the re-

versal by prosecutors, who earlier

criticized his efforts to have the

sentencing requirement dropped.

The related standard for the possi-

bility of a mandatory five years

would be reckless disregard of

safety “without due caution and

circumspection” and carried a

higher threshold of wrongdoing.

The remaining alternative stan-

dard and set of penalties in the

case now requires proof of negli-

gence, which is

punishable by up

to 18 months in

jail and a $5,000

fine under New

Mexico law.

Heather

Brewer, spokes-

person for the

New Mexico

First Judicial District Attorney’s

Office, said in an email earlier this

month that the prosecution’s focus

“will remain on ensuring that jus-

tice is served and that everyone —

even celebrities with fancy attor-

neys — is held accountable under

the law.”

Baldwin and Hannah Gutier-

rez-Reed, the weapons supervisor

on the set of the film “Rust,” were

charged last month with felony in-

voluntary manslaughter in the

shooting death of cinematogra-

pher Halyna Hutchins, who died

shortly after being wounded dur-

ing rehearsals at a ranch on the

outskirts of Santa Fe.

Baldwin faces less jail time
after move by prosecution

BY ANITA SNOW

Associated Press

Baldwin
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WASHINGTON — The security at the

U.S. border with Mexico. The origins of CO-

VID-19. The treatment of parents who pro-

test “woke” school board policies.

These are among the far-reaching and

politically charged investigations House

Republicans are launching, along with

probes of President Joe Biden and his fam-

ily, an ambitious oversight agenda that taps

into the concerns of hard-right conserva-

tives but risks alienating other Americans

focused on different priorities.

Republicans have tasked every House

committee with developing an oversight

budget, and GOP leaders are educating

rank-and-file lawmakers — many have nev-

er had subpoena powers — with how-to

courses including “Investigations 101.”

They are planning to take their investiga-

tions on the road to stir public interest, in-

cluding a border hearing this week in Yu-

ma, Ariz.

“We have a constitutional duty to do over-

sight,” Rep. Jim Jordan told The Associated

Press in an interview. He is chairman of the

House Judiciary Committee and its power-

ful new select subcommittee on what Repu-

blicans call the “weaponization” of the fed-

eral government.

Jordan, R-Ohio, said his goal is “to figure

out what legislative changes need to be

made to help stop the egregious behavior

that we discovered.”

The approach is all part of House Speaker

Kevin McCarthy’s effort to steer his new

majority to one of the core roles of the legis-

lative branch, oversight of the executive, as

he promised voters ahead of the fall elec-

tion. But powered by some of the more

firebrand figures in the GOP, the

investigations pose a high-risk, high-re-

ward proposition that is quickly drowning

out much of the other House business.

The first hearing of the “weaponization”

of the federal government, perhaps the sig-

nature panel of the new House majority os-

tensibly modeled after the post-Watergate

Church Commission, devolved into a litany

of allegations and theories about the Bi-

dens, the FBI and the coronavirus, among

others. The far-flung ideas are familiar to

consumers of conservative media, and of-

ten linked, but may not necessarily be top of

mind for the wider public.

Timothy Naftali, a professor at New York

University and a scholar of the Nixon era,

said congressional oversight is one of the

functions of good governance, but he

warned that “one of the possible downsides

is you end up with paralysis.”

“Oversight is healthy,” Naftali said.

“Then it’s a question of what the goal of

oversight is.”

Naftali said that while Americans may

share many of the same questions and con-

cerns Republicans are raising on topics like

the origins of COVID-19 or the ability of the

FBI to investigate Americans, he warned

against a rising “performative nature” of

Congress that results in political grand-

standing without concrete legislative or pol-

icy solutions.

“It’s potentially very healthy if these in-

vestigations are animated by an empiricism

—an ability to get to the facts,” he said. “But

I’m not convinced of that.”

Rather than focus on a singular mission

— as happened with the impeachment

probes of President Donald Trump by

Democrats or the Republican investiga-

tions of the attack on the U.S. diplomatic

mission in Benghazi, Libya — Republicans

have cast a net both deep and wide.

McCarthy, of California, laid out a road

map last year and gathered key congres-

sional staff for training sessions even before

Republicans won the House majority in the

fall election, according to a senior GOP

leadership aide who insisted on anonymity

to discuss the private machinations.

Some of the investigations underway into

the U.S. border with Mexico are focused on

potentially building an impeachment case

against Homeland Security Secretary Ale-

jandro Mayorkas.

A coronavirus committee will dig into the

work of Dr. Anthony Fauci, the former Na-

tional Institutes of Health official who

served both Republican and Democratic

presidents but came under scrutiny during

the Trump era for his handling of the coro-

navirus pandemic.

The workings of the Justice Department

and particularly the FBI are under deep

scrutiny, particularly as federal law enfor-

cement works to stamp out the alarming

rise of domestic extremism in the U.S.,

which Republicans argue is a heavy-hand-

ed and overblown infringement of Ameri-

cans’ First Amendment rights.

The Justice Department’s prosecutions

of Trump supporters who stormed the U.S.

Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, trying to overturn

Biden’s election victory and its investiga-

tions of parents making menacing and even

threatening protests at school boards over

the teaching of Black history or other

“woke” policies are part of the GOP’s probe

of the FBI’s handling of extremists.

Subpoenas have already been issued by

Jordan’s committee to the five largest tech-

nology companies — Apple, Microsoft,

Meta, Alphabet and Amazon — to appear

for questioning about what Republicans as-

sert is widespread corporate censorship of

conservative voices.

There will be national security investiga-

tions by two committees surrounding Bi-

den’s withdrawal from Afghanistan, which

ended the 20-year war, as well as the U.S.

approach to China.

The White House sees the far-reaching

Republican investigations as potentially

overlapping and even interfering with one

another and argues that the GOP priorities

are not in line with those of the American

people.

“Peddling debunked conspiracy theories

through stunt investigations may make

good fodder for Fox News primetime, but it

won’t help make a dozen of eggs or a gallon

of milk cheaper for American families,” Ian

Sams, White House spokesperson for over-

sight and investigations, said in a statement

to the AP.

House GOP casts wide net in upcoming probes

CAROLYN KASTER/AP

House Judiciary Committee Chair Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, says his committee has a
constitutional duty for oversight. 

Associated Press

ATLANTA — They were led

down a staircase into a garage be-

neath a downtown Atlanta court-

house, where officers with big

guns were waiting. From there,

they were ushered into vans with

heavily tinted windows and driven

to their cars under police escort.

For Emily Kohrs, these were

the moments last May when she

realized she wasn’t participating

in just any grand jury.

“That was the first indication

that this was a big freaking deal,”

Kohrs told The Associated Press.

The 30-year-old Fulton County

resident who was between jobs

suddenly found herself at the cen-

ter of one of the nation’s most sig-

nificant legal proceedings. She

would become foreperson of the

special grand jury selected to in-

vestigate whether then-President

Donald Trump and his Republi-

can associates il-

legally meddled

in Georgia’s 2020

presidential

election. 

The case has

emerged as one

of Trump’s most

glaring legal vul-

nerabilities as he

mounts a third presidential cam-

paign, in part because he was rec-

orded asking state election offi-

cials to “find 11,780 votes” for him.

For the next eight months,

Kohrs and her fellow jurors would

hear testimony from 75 witnesses,

ranging from some of Trump’s

most prominent allies to local

election workers. Portions of the

panel’s final report released last

Thursday said jurors believed that

“one or more witnesses” commit-

ted perjury and urged local prose-

cutors to bring charges. 

The AP identified Kohrs after

her name was included on subpoe-

nas obtained through open rec-

ords requests. Georgia Secretary

of State Brad Raffensperger, who

was on the receiving end of

Trump’s pressure campaign, was

“a really geeky kind of funny,” she

said. State House Speaker David

Ralston, who died in November,

was hilarious and had the room in

stitches. And Gov. Brian Kemp,

who succeeded in delaying his ap-

pearance until after his reelection

in November, seemed unhappy to

be there. Kohrs was fascinated by

an explainer on Georgia’s voting

machines offered by a former Do-

minion Voting Systems executive.

She also enjoyed learning about

the inner workings of the White

House from Cassidy Hutchinson,

who Kohrs said was much more

forthcoming than her old boss, for-

mer White House chief of staff

Mark Meadows.

Of the 26 people on the panel —

23 jurors and three alternates —

16 had to be present for a quorum.

There was a core group of be-

tween 12 and 16 who showed up al-

most every day they were in ses-

sion, Kohrs said, and she could re-

call only one day when they

couldn’t proceed because not

enough seats were filled. The most

they ever had in the room was 22

— on the day Former New York

mayor and Trump attorney Rudy

Giuliani testified.

As the months passed, the grand

jurors grew more comfortable

with each other and with the four

lawyers on Fulton County District

Attorney Fani Willis’ team who

led the proceedings. But they’re

not best friends now that it’s over.

“We are not meeting up now.

We don’t have a group chat,”

Kohrs said.

While the jurors asked to hear

from certain witnesses, most wit-

nesses were decided upon by the

district attorney’s office. But

Kohrs said she didn’t feel as

though prosecutors were trying to

influence the jurors’ final report.

“I fully stand by our report as

our decision and our conclusion,”

she said.

Inside the Trump grand jury that probed election meddling
Associated Press

Trump
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WASHINGTON — Those mel-

ancholy tunes sung by humpback

whales may really be a sign of lo-

neliness.

Scientists who tracked hump-

back whales in Australia noticed

that fewer whales wailed to find

mates as their population grew.

“Humpback whale song is loud

and travels far in the ocean,” said

marine biologist Rebecca Dunlop,

who has studied humpback whales

that breed near the Great Barrier

Reef for more than two decades.

As whale numbers dramatically

rebounded following the end of

commercial whaling — one of the

world’s great conservation suc-

cess stories — she noticed some-

thing unexpected.

“It was getting more difficult to

actually find singers,” said Dun-

lop, who is based at the University

of Queensland in Brisbane. “When

there were fewer of them, there

was a lot of singing — now that

there are lots of them, no need to be

singing so much.”

Scientists first began to hear and

study the elaborate songs of hump-

back whales in the 1970s, thanks to

new underwater microphones.

Only male whales sing, and the

tunes are thought to play a role in

attracting mates and asserting

dominance.

Eastern Australia’s humpback

whales were facing regional ex-

tinction in the 1960s, with only

around 200 whales left. But num-

bers grew and reached 27,000

whales by 2015 — approaching es-

timated pre-whaling levels.

As the density of whales in-

creased, their courtship changed.

While 2 in 10 males were singers in

2004, a decade later that ratio had

dropped to just 1 in 10, Dunlop and

colleagues reported Thursday in

the journal Nature Communica-

tions Biology.

Dunlop speculates that singing

played an outsized role in attract-

ing mates when populations were

severely depleted.

“It was hard just to find other

whales in the area, because there

weren’t many,” she said.

When whales live in denser pop-

ulations, a male looking for a mate

also has to ward off the competi-

tion, and singing may tip off other

suitors, she explained.

“As animal populations recover,

they change their behavior — they

have different constraints,” said

marine biologist Boris Worm of

Canada’s Dalhousie University,

who was not involved in the study.

To be sure, the seas are still

noisy. Many humpbacks woo with

acombination of singing and phys-

ical jostling, the Australia re-

searchers report.

“Such a big increase in animals

over the time they were studying

gave them a unique opportunity to

get insights about changes in be-

havior,” said Simon Ingram, a Uni-

versity of Plymouth marine biolo-

gist in England, who not involved

in the study.

Ingram said that while hump-

back whales must have been sing-

ers long before whaling depleted

their numbers, the new study

highlights just how essential their

elaborate and beautiful songs

were to their survival and recov-

ery.

“Clearly singing became in-

credibly valuable when their num-

bers were very low,” he said. 

Lonely tunes
BY CHRISTINA LARSON

Associated Press

MARK BAKER/AP

A humpback whale breaches off the coast of Port Stephens, Australia, in June 2021. Lonely humpback
whales are more likely to sing � but as populations grow, whales wail less, a new study suggests.

Humpback whales wail less as
population grows, study finds

TOKYO — A Japanese startup

announced plans Tuesday to

launch commercial space viewing

balloon flights that it hopes will

bring an otherwise astronomical-

ly expensive experience down to

Earth.

Company president Keisuke

Iwaya said passengers do not

need to be billionaires, go through

intense training or have the lan-

guage skills needed to fly in a

rocket.

“It’s safe, economical and gen-

tle for people,” Iwaya told report-

ers. “The idea is to make space

tourism for everyone.” He said he

wants to “democratize space.”

The company, Iwaya Giken,

based in Sapporo in northern Ja-

pan, has been working on the pro-

ject since 2012 and says it has de-

veloped an airtight two-seat cabin

and a balloon capable of rising up

to an altitude of 15 miles, where

the curve of the Earth can be

clearly viewed. While passengers

won’t be in outer space — the bal-

loon only goes up to roughly the

middle of the stratosphere —

they’ll be higher than a jet plane

flies and have an unobstructed

view of outer space.

The company teamed up with

major Japanese travel agency

JTB Corp., which announced

plans to collaborate on the project

when the company is ready for a

commercial trip. Initially, a flight

would cost about $180,000, but

Iwaya said he aims to eventually

bring it down to tens of thousands

of dollars.

While Japanese space ventures

have fallen behind U.S. compa-

nies like SpaceX, Iwaya said his

aim is to make space more reach-

able.

SpaceX launched three rich

businessmen and their astronaut

escort to the International Space

Station in April for $55 million

each — the company’s first pri-

vate charter flight to the orbiting

lab after two years of carrying as-

tronauts there for NASA.

But unlike a rocket or a hot air

balloon, the Iwaya Giken vessel

will be lifted by helium that can

be largely reused, company offi-

cials said, and flights will safely

stay above Japanese territory or

airspace. The first trip is planned

as early as later this year.

The balloon, which can carry a

pilot and a passenger, would take

off from a balloon port in Hokkai-

do, rise for two hours to as high as

15 miles and stay there for one

hour before a one-hour descent.

The drum-shaped plastic cabin is

4.9 feet in diameter and has sever-

al large windows to allow a view

of space above or the Earth below,

the company said.

Applications for a space view-

ing ride opened Tuesday and will

continue through the end of Au-

gust. The first five passengers se-

lected will be announced in Octo-

ber, company officials said, and

flights will be approximately a

week apart, depending on the

weather.

Japanese startup to launch space viewing balloon flights
BY MARI YAMAGUCHI

Associated Press

EUGENE HOSHIKO/AP

Keisuke Iwaya, left, CEO of a Japanese space development company, Iwaya Giken, and Takayuki
Hanasaka, JTB Senior Managing Executive Officer, pose for a photo during a news conference in Tokyo on
Tuesday. The two unveiled a two-seater cabin and a balloon that the company says is capable of rising to an
altitude of 15 miles, which is roughly the middle of the stratosphere.



PAGE 12 • S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S • Wednesday, February 22, 2023

WORLD

ISTANBUL — Survivors of the
earthquake that jolted Turkey and
Syria 15 days ago, killing tens of
thousands of people and leaving
hundreds of thousands of others
homeless, dealt with more trauma
and loss Tuesday after another
strong quake and aftershocks
rocked the region.

The 6.4 magnitude earthquake
that struck Monday evening had
its epicenter in the Defne district
of Turkey’s Hatay province, which

was of the area’s most affected by
the Feb. 6 magnitude 7.8 quake
that killed nearly 46,000 people in
the two countries.

Turkey’s disaster management
authority, AFAD, said the new
quake killed six people and in-
jured 294 others, including 18 in
critical condition. In Syria, a wom-
an and a girl died as a result of pan-
ic during the earthquake in the
provinces of Hama and Tartus,
pro-government media outlets
said.

Monday’s quake was felt in Jor-
dan, Cyprus, Israel, Lebanon and
Egypt. A magnitude 5.8 quake fol-
lowed, along with dozens of after-
shocks. The White Helmets, north-
west Syria’s civil defense organi-
zation, said about 190 people suf-
fered injuries in rebel-held areas
and that several flimsy buildings
collapsed but there were no re-
ports of anyone stuck under the de-
bris.

In Turkey, teacher Zuher Capar,
42, said he was mourning the loss

of relatives in the original earth-
quake and having a meal with his
aunt and uncle near the Hatay
town of Samandag when they felt
Monday’s temblor.

“ We had barely overcome the
sadness (from the first earth-
quake),” he said.

While his large family’s home
withstood the quake earlier in the
month, it was damaged on Mon-
day. Capar said they are too fright-
ened to sleep there and plan to stay
in a large tent and cars.

“ We are trying to stay strong but
it is a terrifying process. The cities
we knew, the memories we had,
have been destroyed,” he said.
“ When we go in the streets, there is
only rubble and heavy machinery.
I t’s like a horror movie scene.”

Turkish officials warned resi-
dents not to go into the remains of
their homes, but people have done
so to retrieve what they can. Three
of the people killed Monday were
inside a damaged four-story build-
ing when the new quake hit.

New quake brings fresh losses to Turkey, Syria
Associated Press

TAIPEI, Taiwan — A delegation
of U.S. lawmakers on Tuesday met
with Taiwan’s president, who
promised to deepen military coop-
eration between the two sides de-
spite objections from China, which
claims the island as its own territo-
ry.

The group was one of many U.S.
delegations President Tsai Ing-
wen has welcomed in recent years
even as Beijing has stepped up dip-
lomatic and military harassment of
Taiwan.

China responded to foreign visits
by holding large-scale military ex-
ercises seen by some as a rehearsal
for a blockade or invasion. Beijing
has not ruled out use of force to re-
unite Taiwan with mainland China,
although the sides have been sepa-
rated since a civil war in 1949, and
most Taiwanese prefer to keep the
status quo of de-facto indepen-
dence. 

Tsai thanked the lawmakers for
coming, saying it was a chance to
deepen ongoing cooperation in
semiconductor chip design and

manufacturing, renewable energy
and next-generation 5G mobile
network.

“ Taiwan and the U.S. (will) con-
tinue to bolster military exchanges.
Going forward, Taiwan will coop-
erate even more actively with the
U.S. and other democratic partners
to confront such bold challenges as
authoritarian expansionism and
climate change,” Tsai said. 

Tensions between the U.S. and
China inflated after Washington
shot down a suspected Chinese spy
balloon that Beijing maintains was

an unmanned weather balloon.
Both sides are also in opposition on
the war in Ukraine, and Secretary
of State Antony Blinken warned
Sunday that Beijing could be consi-
dering providing weapons to Rus-
sia for the war.

Taiwan remains a flash point.
Wang Yi, the Chinese Communist
Party’s most senior foreign policy
official, said over the weekend that
Taiwan “has never been a country
and it will not be a country in the fu-
ture.” 

“ We are here to affirm the

shared values between the U.S. and
Taiwan — a commitment to democ-
racy, a commitment to freedom,”
California Rep. Ro Khanna said.
“ The U.S. under President [Joe] Bi-
den’s leadership seeks peace in the
region.”

He is accompanied by Reps. To-
ny Gonzales of Texas, Jake Auchin-
closs of Massachusetts and Jonath-
an Jackson of Illinois. The group
met with their legislative counter-
parts Monday, as well as Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing Co.
founder Morris Chang.

Delegation meeting Taiwan leader reaffirms US commitment
Associated Press


