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The speaker of the lower house, Vyacheslav

Volodin, warned that strikes on Russia would

lead to war with nuclear weapons and remind-

ed the European Parliament that its headquar-

ters in Strasbourg was only a three-minute

flight for a Russian ICBM.

But inside the Kremlin, there is a growing

recognition that the repeated use of the nuclear

threat is starting to lose its potency and Mos-

cow’s red lines are constantly being crossed.

Analysts and officials close to senior Russian

diplomats said instead that Putin is casting

around for a more nuanced and limited re-

sponse to the West allowing Ukraine to use

longer range missiles to strike Russia.

When Russian President Vladimir Putin

warned last week that Western approval for

Ukraine to strike deep inside Russia would

mean Moscow was at war with NATO, Russian

propagandists rushed to rattle the nuclear

saber.

Alexander Mikhailov, director of the Bureau

of Military Political Analysis, called for bomb-

ing plywood mock-ups of London and Wash-

ington — complete with replicas of Bucking-

ham Palace, Big Ben and the White House — to

simulate nuclear strikes, so that they would

“burn so beautifully that it will horrify the

world.”

PHOTOS BY RUSSIAN DEFENSE MINISTRY PRESS SERVICE/AP

A Russian military technician checks a MiG-31K fighter carrying a Kinzhal hypersonic cruise missile, which can carry a nuclear warhead. The
repeated use of the nuclear threat is starting to lose its potency for Russia.

Trying to defend red lines
With nuclear option unlikely, Putin struggles to keep fear alive

A Russian submariner presses the button to
conduct a practice launch of an
intercontinental ballistic missile as part of the
drills of Russian forces.

BY CATHERINE BELTON

AND ROBYN DIXON

The Washington Post 
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WASHINGTON — The U.S. is

sending additional troops to the

Middle East in response to a sharp

spike in violence between Israel

and Hezbollah forces in Lebanon

that has raised the risk of a greater

regional war, the Pentagon said

Monday. 

Pentagon press secretary Maj.

Gen. Pat Ryder would provide no

details on how many additional

forces or what they would be

tasked to do. The U.S. currently

has about 40,000 troops in the

region.

“In light of increased tension in

the Middle East and out of an

abundance of caution, we are

sending a small number of addi-

tional U.S. military personnel for-

ward to augment our forces that

are already in the region. But for

operational security reasons, I’m

not going to comment on or pro-

vide specifics.” 

The new deployments come af-

ter significant strikes by Israeli

forces against targets inside Leba-

non that have killed hundreds and

as Israel is preparing to conduct

further operations. Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on

Monday warned Lebanese civil-

iansto evacuate their homes ahead

of further airstrikes. He spoke as

Israeli warplanes continued to

strike alleged Hezbollah targets in

southern and eastern Lebanon.

The State Department is warn-

ing Americans to leave Lebanon

as the risk of a regional war rises. 

“Due to the unpredictable na-

ture of ongoing conflict between

Hezbollah and Israel and recent

explosions throughout Lebanon,

including Beirut, the U.S. Embas-

sy urges U.S. citizens to depart Le-

banon while commercial options

still remain available,” the State

Department cautioned Saturday.

US sending
more troops
to Mideast as
violence rises

BY TARA COPP

AND LOLITA C. BALDOR

Associated Press 
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The cost of a popular ticket intro-

duced last year that allows people to

use all local and regional trains, bus-

es and subway systems across Ger-

many is set to increase by about 18%

next year, a senior official said Mon-

day.

Transport ministers from Ger-

many’s 16 states agreed that the

price of the Germany Ticket, which

has cost 49 euros ($54.70) per month

since it became available in May

2023, should rise to 58 euros at the

beginning of 2025.

“With this price, we will manage

to keep the ticket attractive and put

the financing on a more solid foot-

ing,” Oliver Krischer, the transport

minister of North Rhine-Westphalia

state, told German news agency

dpa. He said the decision shows that

German regional authorities “want

to stick to the successful model of the

Germany Ticket and further devel-

op it.”

The Germany Ticket was intend-

ed to encourage people to ditch their

cars in favor of more environmen-

tally friendly forms of transporta-

tion. It followed a successful experi-

mental ticket offering unlimited

travel for 9 euros per month that was

offered for three months in the sum-

mer of 2022, as part of a government

program to help combat high infla-

tion and fuel prices. 

Officials said that ultra-low price

wasn’t financially viable. But it and

the Germany Ticket had the added

merit of simplifying for ticket hold-

ers a fractured public transit system

in which individual regions offered

myriad different fare options that

baffled many travelers.

Cost of Germany’s transport ticket to increase
Associated Press 
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RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger-

many — Master Sgt. Matthew

Parker has finally received recog-

nition for helping to save the lives

of three children after one of the

deadliest days for U.S. forces in

Afghanistan more than three

years ago.

The official record of his actions

to aid the critically injured Afghan

children on a C-17 military flight

from Kabul to Qatar on Aug. 27,

2021, was lost.

Arespiratory therapist on a crit-

ical care air transport team, Park-

er received no award for the mis-

sion or for his deployment to the

Middle East during the drawdown

of U.S. troops in Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile, others with whom

he had deployed received awards

within months of returning home.

When he reached out to the unit

he was assigned to in Kuwait, they

told him, “ ‘We have a folder that

says Parker, but there’s nothing in

it,’ ” he recalled.

“All my paperwork was appar-

ently routing. It was signed, but it

got lost,” Parker said.

The snub left Parker salty as he

dealt with traumatic memories

from a deployment that had him

wondering whether his Air Force

career might be over.

“I had a lot of things that I saw, a

lot of attacks,” he said. “I was hav-

ing trouble sleeping, focusing.

With no medals from my deploy-

ment, I thought, ‘I’m never going

to promote.’ ”

Parker credits Air Force lead-

ers for stepping in to change that.

He received the Distinguished

Flying Cross with “C” device, the

nation’s highest award for ex-

traordinary aerial achievement,

earlier this month at Landstuhl

Regional Medical Center, Germa-

ny, where he is assigned to the

86th Medical Squadron.

Parker was based in Ohio when

he deployed to the Middle East.

His team went to Bagram Airfield

and closed the aeromedical evac-

uation squadron at what had been

the U.S. military’s largest base in

Afghanistan.

They had moved to Ali Al Salem

Air Base in Kuwait to set up oper-

ations for critical care air trans-

port missions when they got the

call that there had been a bombing

in Kabul.

“They said, ‘We still don’t know

what you’re getting but we might

fill up this entire plane with bodies

or patients,’ ” he said.

The Abbey Gate suicide bomb-

ing at Kabul’s airport on Aug. 26,

2021, took the lives of 170 Afghans

and 13 U.S. service members. 

When Parker’s team arrived at

a Kabul hospital, it “looked like a

movie where you see people cov-

ered in blood (and) in shock,” he

said. The crew airlifted 11 Afghan

children and their families. Three

of the kids were missing limbs and

had to be sedated. 

Parker oversaw the placement

of endotracheal tubes to support

breathing in each of the three. At

one point, one of the tubes had to

be attached to the inside of the air-

craft with a parachute cord to

keep it from kinking and blocking

the patient’s airway. One of the

children kept waking up because

of the rough flight, Parker said.

The plane landed in Qatar,

where Parker escorted the chil-

dren on a bus headed to the mil-

itary hospital. He had to hook up

two of the patients to one oxygen

tank because of a shortage.

Awards were far from his mind

in the days and weeks that fol-

lowed. But as the years passed, the

career-damaging realities of be-

ing a senior NCO without so much

as a medal to show for a combat

zone tour sank in.

Unbeknownst to Parker, a new

paper trail had started with his

name on it. 

Gen. Mike Minihan, the former

head of Air Mobility Command,

wanted to recognize more airmen

who had helped with the Afghan-

istan withdrawal. 

“(Minihan) said, ‘If you did any-

thing of note, get your paperwork

in. I want to sign off on it before I

retire,’ ” Parker said. 

Parker found out about Mini-

han’s efforts days before the gen-

eral retired and figured that, once

again, it was too late for him. But

the aircrew on Parker’s flight sub-

mitted a packet in time for every-

one on the plane that day, he said.

“Soon after, I looked on my per-

sonnel record and (the award) was

scanned in there. … Now I just

really feel like I can close that box

and put that away,” he said.

Parker also received a com-

mendation medal for sustained

acts of heroism or meritorious ser-

vice during the deployment.

Most importantly, Parker later

heard that the children he treated

on the evacuation flight in 2021

were recovering in the United

States. 

The Distinguished Flying Cross

is a reminder of “that success sto-

ry,” he said. “This is something

that I know one day my kids will

have on their mantel and will be

proud of.”

Airman’s recognition delayed, but not denied
Paperwork lost
after he helped
save 3 Abbey
Gate victims

PHOTOS BY JENNIFER H. SVAN/Stars and Stripes 

Master Sgt. Matthew Parker received the Distinguished Flying Cross
with a “C” device for combat in recognition of the care he provided in
flight on Aug. 27, 2021, to three Afghan children who had been badly
wounded in the Abbey Gate bombing in Kabul.

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN

Stars and Stripes 

Parker is a critical care air transport respiratory therapist with the 86th
Medical Squadron at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, Germany.

VICENZA, Italy — The U.S. aims

to show that its prescription for good

relations in Africa includes medical

partnerships with militaries across

the continent, some of which are en-

gaged in heated campaigns against

militant terrorist groups.

More than 100 people from 17

African countries visited Vicenza

for a four-day annual planning

event last week that included ex-

perts from U.S. Africa Command,

U.S. Medical Command and U.S.

Army Southern European Task

Force, Africa.

As American adversaries Russia

and China vie for influence in Afri-

ca, the U.S. is betting on partner-

ships, including in areas like medi-

cine, to secure its position. 

“We have never lived in a more vi-

olent time,” Lt. Gen. Mary Iza-

guirre, surgeon general of the Ar-

my, told the audience. “Our place in

bringing stability to that is critical,

and the best way to do that is part-

nerships.”

Plans include various types of

cooperation in the health care

sphere, such as direct treatment.

Another topic was medical readi-

ness exercises, or MEDREX, which

have cared for more than 47,000 pa-

tients in Africa since 2017. 

“Medical readiness is a vital com-

ponent of the U.S. strategy in Africa

because it ensures both U.S. forces

and our African partners are pre-

pared to effectively respond to

health emergencies, whether in

combat or humanitarian situa-

tions,” said Col. Kelley Togiola,

global health engagements chief for

SETAF-AF. 

Recent developments in Africa

have complicated the situation

there for the United States. Extre-

mist violence is increasing in West

Africa and American forces had to

withdraw from former counterter-

rorism partner Niger after a coup

last year. 

Meanwhile, Russia and China are

expanding their presence on the

continent. Russian forces have now

taken over the base formerly occu-

pied by U.S. soldiers, and are work-

ing with Niger’s military junta. 

Partnering with African coun-

tries on medical readiness is one

way for the U.S. to create goodwill,

military officials say.

At the same time, the U.S. learns

about local customs and traditions

and gets the chance to work on cases

they wouldn’t otherwise see, like in-

fectious diseases that have been

eradicated in the U.S., said Chief

Warrant Officer 3 David Klober-

danz, a food safety officer with the

30th Medical Brigade.

Partners said they appreciated

that the trainings allow them to con-

tinue programs even after the U.S.

leaves, and that the planning is Afri-

can-led. But stability across Africa

can’t be left solely to U.S. partner-

ship, said Cmdr.James Aggrey-Or-

leans, a medical planner for Gha-

na’s armed forces.

“For the past three years we’ve

been able to make it a point for the

U.S. military to know that we be-

lieve in strengthening our ties with

them but also with our partner na-

tions,” he said. “We need stronger

integration within Africa as we fuel

stronger cooperation with the U.S.” 

Army banking on medical aid to strengthen ties with African nations
BY REBECCA HOLLAND

Stars and Stripes 

KATHERINE SIBILLA/U.S. Army 

Kenyan army Lt. Col. Moses Mdzomba speaks with a U.S. Navy sailor
last week, during a U.S. Army Southern European Task Force, Africa
medical training planning session in Vicenza, Italy.
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FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — In

1st Lt. Mackenzie Corcoran’s suc-

cessful quest to become triple-

tabbed by completing the Army’s

challenging Jungle, Sapper and

Ranger courses, she banished one

thought from her mind.

“Once you start, you can never

let quitting enter your brain,” the

Hawaii-based combat engineer

told Stars and Stripes in a Sept. 4

phone interview.

“You can never think about

‘quit’ because then it’s gonna al-

ways be there and it’s always gon-

na be on your mind, the thought of

quitting,” she said.

Corcoran graduated from the

formidable 62-day Ranger School

in March. That followed the ear-

lier completion of the daunting

28-day Sapper Leader Course at

Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., and the

two-week Jungle Operations

Training Course run by the 25th

Infantry Division’s Lightning

Academy at Schofield Barracks,

Hawaii.

The tab trifecta places the 25-

year-old soldier in rarefied air.

Corcoran is the 135th woman to

earn a Ranger tab and only the 8th

woman to be double tabbed with

Ranger and Sapper, according to

an Aug. 23 Army news release.

The Army did not clarify the num-

ber of soldiers who have earned

all three tabs, but the total is

doubtlessly minute.

The Army allows only four elite

service tabs to be worn on uni-

forms: Sapper, Ranger, Special

Forces and President’s Hundred

tabs.

Soldiers who have earned the

Jungle tab can wear it only while

assigned to Army units in the Pa-

cific.

‘Classic Army brat’
Earning the tri-tabs was a curi-

ous accomplishment for someone

who grew up wanting anything

else but a life in the military — de-

spite having an Army father and

Air Force grandfather.

“I did not want to join the mil-

itary at all, because, you know, the

classic Army brat, I hated mov-

ing, hated leaving friends and

stuff,” Corcoran said.

Then, the summer before her

senior year of high school, she had

an epiphany of sorts, realizing she

needed the kind of structure and

motivation found in the military.

“I think I could probably be the

laziest person in the world if I

wanted to, but I love that the Ar-

my makes me get up every morn-

ing and work out and do pushups

and run,” she said.

Corcoran’s mother encouraged

her to apply for an ROTC scholar-

ship for college, and she ended up

attending William & Mary in Vir-

ginia where she majored in che-

mistry.

For the first few years of col-

lege, she was “fully set” on going

into the Army’s Medical Service

Corps but changed her mind after

a trip to Argentina during the

summer of her junior year

through the Army’s Cultural Un-

derstanding and Leadership Pro-

gram for ROTC cadets, she said.

There, Corcoran rubbed shoul-

ders with Army engineers, who

clued her in that the field was not

just for construction engineers

but also “combat engineers who

actually are blowing things up

and working with the infantry

side by side and stuff like that,”

she said.

She was sold on the field and

pursued it after being commis-

sioned in May 2021.

‘I would never quit’
Corcoran was assigned to the

29th Brigade Engineer Battalion,

3rd Infantry Brigade Combat

Team, 25th Infantry Division at

Schofield Barracks in January

2022. Within a week of arriving,

she was given the opportunity to

attend the Jungle school.

She jumped at the chance, say-

ing “I’ve always been a big propo-

nent of doing hard things.”

The training instilled in her the

confidence that she could com-

plete the much lengthier and

more arduous Sapper school, Cor-

coran said.

“You can definitely do more

than you think you can,” she said

of the training she experienced.

“And so that’s what I love about

those schools. It tests you as a per-

son and who you are deep down to

your core if you’re going to be that

leader that people need.”

Corcoran regards the Sapper

school as more difficult than the

Ranger course.

Sapper training included seven

days in the field patrolling during

which soldiers were given only 60

minutes every 24 hours for sleep-

ing or eating.

“You get two MREs, but you

have maybe seven minutes to eat

both of them,” she said.

“You know how long it takes —

when your hands are cold, espe-

cially — to just open an MRE and

eat it?” she said. “And then you’re

trying to also maybe squeeze

some sleep in there, maybe 20

minutes at most.”

Corcoran’s low point came dur-

ing one of those rest periods as

she sat beside a fellow soldier un-

der a poncho as rain poured down.

“I want to quit,” the poncho

mate confessed to Corcoran.

“And I was like, ‘No, we’re not

quitting. You know, we’re three

days away [from finishing].’

“I knew I would never quit,”

she said.” I would be there as long

as I needed to in order to get the

tab. I wanted to show myself that I

could do this.”

Biggest advocate
Rain also featured in her low

point at Ranger school, where the

cadre of soldiers huddled for

three hours in pouring rain in ut-

ter darkness as they awaited the

lightning to pass.

“It’s always the weather; the

weather’s gonna dictate every-

one’s mood,” she said.

Corcoran would like to serve in

the airborne community in the

near future, perhaps at Fort Li-

berty in North Carolina.

She maintains a philosophy that

any young soldier can achieve

what she wants by being her own

biggest advocate.

“Whatever you want, put your

mind to it, but know that you’re

going to have to work yourself to-

wards it, essentially,” she said.

“No one’s going to give it to you.”

Hawaii-based soldier completes tab trifecta

JOHANNA PULLUM/U.S. Army 

1st Lt. Mackenzie Corcoran, assigned to the 29th Brigade Engineer Battalion, 25th Infantry Division,
poses with her Jungle, Sapper and Ranger certificates at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, June 6.

Corcoran in rarefied air after completing
Army’s Jungle, Sapper and Ranger courses

BY WYATT OLSON

Stars and Stripes “Whatever you
want, put your
mind to it, but
know that you’re
going to have to
work yourself
towards it. No
one’s going to
give it to you.”

1st Lt. Mackenzie Corcoran

U.S. Army

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South

Korea — A U.S. service member

stationed in South Korea pleaded

guilty to assaulting a taxi driver

in Seoul and was fined roughly

$2,250 last month.

The unidentified service mem-

ber admitted to entering the taxi

in the Gangnam district of the

capital city at 4:11 a.m. Feb. 17,

according to an Aug. 14 verdict

sheet from the Seoul Central Dis-

trict Court.

South Korean law enforcement

agencies and courts typically do

not identify defendants except in

extreme cases, such as homicide.

After getting into the back seat

of the taxi, the 52-year-old driver

told the service member that an-

other passenger had already re-

served the taxi, according to the

court document.

The service member then exit-

ed the taxi and walked toward the

driver, at which point the driver

also left the taxi. The service

member then pushed the driver’s

chest, choked him and punched

him in the face several times, ac-

cording to the court record.

The assault committed by the

service member “is not light” and

his conduct during the incident

was “very bad,” Judge Goo

Changgyu said in the verdict, the

document states.

In addition to the $2,250 fine,

the service member paid the

same amount to the driver as a

settlement, according to the doc-

ument.

Eighth Army and the 2nd In-

fantry Division did not immedi-

ately respond to a request for

comment Monday.

At least one other U.S. service

member has been accused of as-

saulting a South Korean taxi driv-

er this year.

Earlier this month, police from

Dongducheon city alleged a U.S.

soldier assaulted a taxi driver

near Camp Casey, about 25 miles

north of Seoul.

The 21-year-old enlisted sol-

dier allegedly threw the 73-year-

old driver to the ground by the

neck, according to the Dongdu-

cheon Police Station. Police may

refer charges to prosecutors this

week

Roughly 28,500 U.S. troops are

stationed in South Korea, the ma-

jority of them in Camp Hum-

phreys, about 40 miles south of

the capital city.

US service member fined $2,250 for assaulting taxi driver
BY DAVID CHOI

AND YOO KYONG CHANG

Stars and Stripes 
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FORT CAVAZOS, Texas — Af-

ter 14 years and $14.5 million, the

National Mounted Warrior Mu-

seum opened Thursday to the

public to share the story of how

America’s soldiers have used

horses, bicycles, helicopters and

tanks to fight in every conflict

from the Revolutionary War to the

War on Terror.

The museum is intended to hon-

or all who have served in the

mounted units, particularly those

at Fort Cavazos, which is home to

the 1st Cavalry Division and III

Armored Corps. While much of

the museum is about the wars in

which they fought, there’s a par-

ticular focus on the troops, their

families and even the communi-

ties that were displaced to estab-

lish the base during World War II. 

“This museum gives an oppor-

tunity for Fort Cavazos soldiers

and family members to under-

stand and to appreciate the heri-

tage that they bear as members of

the profession of arms,” Brig. Gen.

Geoffrey Van Epps, deputy com-

mander for maneuver of III Ar-

mored Corps at Fort Cavazos, said

Wednesday during a ceremony to

open the museum. 

He spoke alongside representa-

tives from the Army and the Na-

tional Mounted Warfare Founda-

tion, which raised money, de-

signed and constructed the facility

that will now be transferred to the

service. 

The foundation will continue to

raise funds to support the facility

and build a $15 million expansion

that includes classrooms. 

The foundation projects 377,000

visitors in the museum’s first year

with about 70% traveling from

outside the community.

The concept of a museum to

honor cavalry units at Fort Cava-

zos began in the 1980s with retired

Gen. Robert Shoemaker and be-

gan to take form in 2010 with the

creation of the foundation to raise

money for the facility, said retired

Lt. Col. Bob Crouch, vice presi-

dent of the foundation. 

The more than 12,000 square-

foot facility features a main gal-

lery and a rotating gallery that

now displays combat camera

work from World War II. It also in-

cludes nods to two famous soldiers

who were once assigned to the

base — Jackie Robinson and Elvis

Presley. 

Two former museums at the

base that focused on the 1st Caval-

ry Division and the 3rd Cavalry

Regiment were folded into the

new space. 

Visitors enter through a 4,900

square-foot rotunda with glass

panels forming a triangle encased

in steel panels. Windows look out

onto 1st Cavalry Division horse

stables and pasture nearby. Once

inside, visitors are greeted by a

display of a soldier flying a drone,

a tank and a helicopter, as well as a

trooper on horseback. 

In the main gallery, a path

winds through the history of com-

bat as seen through the lens of

mounted troops — horses, trucks,

track vehicles and helicopters.

One display highlights a test of us-

ing bicycles with a Buffalo Soldier

unit in the 1890s.

The 25th Infantry conducted bi-

cycle rides through the West, in-

cluding a 41-day, 1,900-mile jour-

ney between Missoula, Mont., and

St. Louis. 

Another display included a dirt

bike, which the Army briefly used

for reconnaissance missions

alongside the M-551 Sheridan

light tank. 

Retired Command Sgt. Maj.

Robb Ochsner worked on Sheri-

dan tanks during his 32-year Ar-

my career and now volunteers for

the museum. 

For the one on display, he

helped move the turret so it sat

facing forward. 

He also rounded up accessories

to put on vehicles to help build re-

alism in displays, such as canvas

rucksacks, ammo cans and rolls of

coiled barbed wire. 

“I’m a little amazed,” he said of

seeing the museum finished and

people walking through during a

preview event Wednesday.

“When we first moved the vehi-

cles inside, for the longest time, it

was just these vehicles in a big

empty room.”

Once the walls were built to

form the paths, he could finally

see how the empty warehouse

would transform into a museum.

Other stops along the gallery

path highlight the changes that

have come over the years, such as

the acceptance of women in com-

bat units. A stop at the end ex-

plains the change of the name Fort

Hood, which recognized an officer

of the Confederate army, to Fort

Cavazos, which honors former III

Corps commander Gen. Richard

Cavazos. 

Along the way are interactive

exhibits to experience what a tank

gunner would see using night vi-

sion or what it takes to decode en-

crypted messages. 

Crouch began working at the

museum foundation after his 2011

retirement and has a particular

fondness for the section on the

Vietnam War. His father, Lt. Col.

Harry Crouch, served in the 1st

Cavalry Division during the Ia

Drang campaign in 1965.

The section features a UH-1

“Huey” helicopter. As visitors ap-

proach, wind begins to blow, mov-

ing the grass beneath it, and lights

flash across the ground. 

It gives Crouch a feeling of what

his father would have seen. 

“We didn’t want visitors to just

see something and move on. We

wanted them to step into the story

and feel what it was like to serve in

the Vietnam era,” he said. 

The museum joins more than 25

others under the Army’s care, said

Charles Bowery, executive direc-

tor of the U.S. Army Center of Mil-

itary History. Spread across the

U.S. and in Germany and South

Korea, most of the museums focus

on specific units or specialties,

while the National Museum of the

U.S. Army at Fort Belvoir, Va.,

looks at the entire history of the

service. 

“They tell different types of sto-

ries, but all of them circle back to

the soldier … and they tell these

stories through the experiences of

those soldiers,” Bowery said.

The National Mounted Warrior

Museum will be open 10 a.m. to 5

p.m. Tuesdays through Sundays. 

Army’s newest
museum to open
at Fort Cavazos

PHOTOS BY ROSE L. THAYER/Stars and Stripes

Visitors enter a gallery of the National Mounted Warrior Museum at Fort Cavazos, Texas, on Sept. 18. 

Sherry McDowney and Rudy Rocha try to decode encrypted
messages in an interactive exhibit. 

Retired Lt. Col. Bob Crouch, vice president of the National Mounted
Warfare Foundation, discusses a UH-1 “Huey” helicopter on display at
the National Mounted Warrior Museum. 

A display to commemorate
singer Elvis Presley’s time in the
Army, which included a stint at
Fort Hood, Texas, now known as
Fort Cavazos.

Exhibits to showcase the many modes
of transportation soldiers used in war

BY ROSE L. THAYER

Stars and Stripes 
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“There has been an overflow of

nuclear threats,” said a Russian

official speaking on the condition

of anonymity because of the sensi-

tivity of the subject. “There is al-

ready immunity to such state-

ments, and they don’t frighten

anyone.”

A Russian academic with close

ties to senior Russian diplomats

agreed, calling the nuclear option

“the least possible” of scenarios,

“because it really would lead to

dissatisfaction among Russia’s

partners in the Global South and

also because clearly, from a mili-

tary point of view, it is not very ef-

fective.”

“All this discussion of the nucle-

ar threshold overexaggerates the

threat of such a type of escalation

and underestimates the possibili-

ty of alternative options,” the aca-

demic added. “Since the West has

a global military infrastructure …

a lot of vulnerable points can be

found.”

Putin is searching through a

range of options to deter Western

support for Ukraine and try to en-

force his red lines, said Tatiana

Stanovaya, the founder of France-

based political consultancy R-Pol-

itik. “There are options he doesn’t

want to deploy, and there are op-

tions he is ready to review today,”

she said, and he sees nuclear

weapons as the “worst option for

everyone including for himself.”

Nuclear measures or a direct at-

tack on NATO territory would on-

ly be considered if “Putin feels

there is a threat to the existence of

Russia in its current form, when

he considers there is no other way

out,” she said. “For such a situa-

tion, the West should go a lot fur-

ther than what it is discussing

now.”

Russian officials already ap-

peared to be placated to some de-

gree by the United States’ appar-

ent hesitation so far to lifting re-

strictions on Ukraine striking mil-

itary targets deep inside Russia

using Western missiles. The ex-

pectation was growing that if per-

mission was granted it would be

“very limited,” analysts and offi-

cials said.

Putin, however, is still under

pressure to respond in some way

and stop his red lines from being

constantly crossed.

“There is an understanding that

the red lines drawn by Moscow

are being ignored by the West, and

there should be weightier and

more significant steps from Mos-

cow to demonstrate the serious-

ness of its intentions,” said the

academic.

Since the 2022 invasion, Russia

has warned against the West sup-

plying modern fighter jets like

F-16s, main battle tanks and mis-

siles to Ukraine, and each has

eventually come to pass.

Putin is seeing a trend where

Ukraine’s western allies keep al-

lowing Kyiv to expand its activ-

ities, said Stanovaya, and the

trend is scaring him, especially if

it leads to increased missile

strikes inside Russia. “For Putin

this is a qualitative shift which

takes the situation to a new level

and which could be followed by a

further expansion.”

Moscow could opt to respond

with sabotage operations against

military targets or other infras-

tructure in the West where Rus-

sia’s participation could be diffi-

cult to prove. It could also turn to

proxy groups that are already bat-

tling Western interests, like the

Houthi militia in Yemen that has

been attacking Red Sea shipping,

said Lawrence Freedman, emeri-

tus professor of War Studies at

Kings College, London — high-

lighting a possibility also raised by

the Russian academic.

“He doesn’t want to turn into

anything dramatic or drastic, in

the sense of nuclear, or direct

fighting between our troops and

his troops, but [that] doesn’t mean

to say that there’s not something

serious going on,” Freedman said.

Sergei Markov, the hawkish

Kremlin-connected political ana-

lyst, said there was a growing real-

ization in the top ranks of the Rus-

sian military that “Russia has

spoiled the West, and that we have

spoken a lot about red lines but we

haven’t done anything. At some

point we will have to escalate.”

Markov suggested possible re-

sponses could include the closure

of the British Embassy in Moscow

and strikes on air bases in Poland

and Romania where F-16s being

deployed by Ukraine are based.

“Since Russia is sure that at some

point strikes on Moscow will defi-

nitely happen, then we need to hit

first,” he said.

While Stanovaya dismissed any

such strikes on a NATO air bases

as unlikely and only in case of des-

peration, the nuclear rhetoric

does have its uses. Both she and

Markov point out how members of

Republican presidential candi-

date Donald Trump’s campaign

have amplified Moscow’s threats

as a campaign issue.

This week, Trump and former

independent candidate Robert F.

Kennedy Jr. wrote in an op-ed for

the Hill that a decision to grant

Ukraine permission to use West-

ern long range missiles “would

put the world at greater risk of nu-

clear conflagration than at any

time since the Cuban missile cri-

sis” and called for direct negotia-

tions with Moscow instead.

Putin could seek to increase the

threat and play a “golden card” by

escalating before the elections,

Markov claimed. “If Putin esca-

lates, then the U.S. will fear nucle-

ar war and Trump will win.”

Freedman also noted that Pu-

tin’s nuclear threats were deliber-

ately ambiguous to increase their

sense of danger. “It sounds me-

nacing, but he never actually is ve-

ry specific about what he’s going

to do. He allows us to make our

own interpretations, and people

interpret the worst.”

Ultimately, however, as the ef-

fectiveness of this approach

wanes, Putin has not yet figured

out what to replace it with, said

Stanovaya, and uncertainty was

growing since “no one under-

stands” which responses Putin

would eventually choose for every

concrete action.

“I think Putin doesn’t under-

stand either,” she said.

Defend: Pressure on Putin to respond
FROM PAGE 1

RUSSIAN DEFENSE MINISTRY PRESS SERVICE/AP

A Yars missile launcher belonging to the Russian armed forces is
driven from a shelter in an undisclosed location in Russia. 

STUTTGART, Germany —

Turning U.S. Army rotational bri-

gades into units permanently based

in Europe could give the security

assurances needed to nudge allies

into playing a larger role in support-

ing Ukraine, a new U.S. Army War

College study asserts.

The report, released Thursday,

said U.S. policymakers should con-

sider making permanent the de-

ployments of armored combat bri-

gades that for the past decade have

been the centerpiece of Army ef-

forts to bolster defenses along NA-

TO’s eastern flank.

European reluctance to dig

deeper into domestic military

stocks is related to allies’ security

concerns, according to the report,

which also noted that many coun-

tries on the Continent are strug-

gling to balance equipping their

own military with ramping up

weapons production for Ukraine.

“American forward-stationed

military forces can play a critical

role in reassuring allies they can

take on greater risk and dig deeper

for Ukraine,” wrote Army War Col-

lege researchers John Deni and Li-

sa Aronsson. 

The change would have the add-

ed benefit of saving the U.S. money,

the report said. Past U.S. Army War

College research has shown that

the long-standing practice of rotat-

ing armored brigades back and

forth between the United States

and Poland costsabout $135 million

more per brigade compared with

thepermanent basing of such units

in Europe.

The latest study delves into the

array of problems allies face when

it comes to boosting weapons pro-

duction on the Continent and solidi-

fying that support for the long term. 

The difficulties range from out-

dated laws that hinder defense in-

dustrial production to command-

and-control flaws that leave other

militaries unable to fill the role the

United States plays in facilitating

the flow of arms into Ukraine. 

Since Russia’s full-scale 2022 in-

vasion of Ukraine, allies have

stepped up their support for Kyiv.

While the United States remains

the single largest donor, Europe is

now collectively surpassing the

U.S. in supplying Ukraine’s war ef-

fort. 

Even so, “a Europe-only effort to

assist Ukraine would clearly fail,”

the report said.

Now three years into the war, the

Pentagon also has grappled with its

own defense industrial limitations

and depleted stockpiles. 

In the United States, support for

Ukraine also has become a partisan

issue, with former President Do-

nald Trump opposing the extensive

delivery of American weapons for

Ukrainian defense.

But the U.S. Army War College

authors concluded that success

hinges on sustained U.S. involve-

ment in Europe, noting that allies

will not be able to increase their

military support for Ukraine dra-

matically in the short term. 

The situation has created a set of

tradeoffs for various countries de-

pending on their respective threat

perceptions. And in many of them,

bureaucratic red tape stands in the

way of getting industrial produc-

tion onto a wartime footing, accord-

ing to the analysts. 

“European allies — even those

closest to the Russian threat — ap-

pear unwilling or unable to imple-

ment a wartime approach to indus-

trial production,” the report said.

Allies need legislation akin to the

Defense Production Act in the U.S.

that would allow governments to

better direct the prioritization of

specific defense contracts and pro-

curement.

“European allies cannot contin-

ue supporting Ukraine or expand

their assistance without significant

adjustments,” the report said. 

Study touts permanent over rotations

BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes 

TREVARES JOHNSON/U.S. Army

Paladins belonging to the 4th Battalion, 27th Field Artillery Regiment
conduct their final fire missions during training at Forward Operating
Station Torun, Poland, in February.

Europe-based
units could prod
allies on Ukraine

EUROPE
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WAR IN UKRAINE

SCRANTON, Pa. — Under tight

security, Ukrainian President Vo-

lodymyr Zelenskyy on Sunday vis-

ited a Pennsylvania ammunition

factory to thank the workers who

are producing one of the most crit-

ically needed munitions for his

country’s fight to fend off Russian

ground forces. 

Rep. Matt Cartwright, a Demo-

crat who was among those who

met with Zelenskyy at the Scran-

ton Army Ammunition Plant, said

the president had a simple mes-

sage: “Thank you. And we need

more.”

The Scranton plant is one of the

few facilities in the country to

manufacture 155 mm artillery

shells and has increased produc-

tion over the past year. Ukraine

has already received more than 3

million of them from the U.S.

Zelenskyy said he expressed his

gratitude to all the employees at

the plant. 

“It is in places like this where

you can truly feel that the demo-

cratic world can prevail,” he

wrote on X. “Thanks to people like

these — in Ukraine, in America,

and in all partner countries — who

work tirelessly to ensure that life

is protected.”

Zelenskyy’s visit kicked off a

busy week in the United States.

He will speak at the U.N. General

Assembly annual gathering in

New York on Tuesday and

Wednesday and then travel to

Washington for talks on Thursday

with President Joe Biden and Vice

President Kamala Harris, as he

seeks to shore up support for Uk-

raine.

The area around the ammuni-

tion plant had been sealed off

since Sunday morning, with mu-

nicipal garbage trucks positioned

across several roadblocks and a

very heavy presence of city, re-

gional and state police, including

troopers on horseback.

As Zelenskyy’s large motorcade

made its way to the ammunition

plant in the afternoon, a small con-

tingent of supporters waving Uk-

rainian flags assembled nearby to

show their appreciation for his

visit.

“It’s unfortunate that we need a

plant like this, but it’s here, and it’s

here to protect the world,” said

Vera Kowal Krewson, a first-gen-

eration Ukrainian American who

was among those who greeted Zel-

enskyy’s motorcade. “And I

strongly feel that way.” 

She said many of her friends’

parents have worked in the am-

munition plant, and she called Zel-

enskyy’s visit “a wonderful thing.”

Laryssa Salak, 60, whose par-

ents also immigrated from Uk-

raine, said she was pleased Zelen-

skyy came to thank the workers.

She said it upsets her that funding

for Ukraine’s defense has divided

Americans and that even some of

her friends oppose the support,

saying the money should go to

help Americans instead.

“But they don’t understand that

that money does not directly go to

Ukraine,” Salak said. ”It goes to

American factories that manufac-

ture, like here, like the ammuni-

tion. So that money goes to Amer-

ican workers as well. And a lot of

people don’t understand that.”

The 155 mm shells made in the

Scranton plant are used in howitz-

er systems, which are towed large

guns with long barrels that can

fire at various angles. Howitzers

can strike targets up to 15 miles to

20 miles away and are highly val-

ued by ground forces to take out

enemy targets from a protected

distance.

At one point in the war, Ukraine

was firing between 6,000 and

8,000 of the 155 mm shells per day.

That rate started to deplete U.S.

stockpiles and drew concern that

the level on hand was not enough

to sustain U.S. military needs if

another major conventional war

broke out, such as in a potential

conflict over Taiwan.

In response the U.S. has invest-

ed in restarting production lines

and is now manufacturing more

than 40,000 155 mm rounds a

month, with plans to hit 100,000

rounds a month. 

Two of the Pentagon leaders

who have pushed that increased

production through — Doug Bush,

assistant secretary of the Army

for acquisition, logistics and tech-

nology and Bill LaPlante, the Pen-

tagon’s top weapons buyer —

were to join Zelenskyy at the

plant. Pennsylvania Gov. Josh

Shapiro, a Democrat, also joined

the Ukrainian president.

Zelenskyy visits
Pa. ammo plant
to give thanks

CURT LOTER, U.S. ARMY/AP 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, listens to Rich Hansen, the commander’s representative
for the Scranton Army Ammunition Plant, while observing metal being cut down to billets as part of the
projectile cartridge case production process at the ammunition plant in Scranton, Pa., on Sunday. 

BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM

AND TARA COPP

Associated Press 

KYIV, Ukraine — Russia

launched strikes in the Ukrainian

city of Kharkiv that hit high-rise

apartment buildings over the

weekend, leaving at least 21

wounded in two consecutive

nighttime attack, authorities said.

The bombs fell Saturday night

on the district of Shevchenkivsky,

north of the center of Kharkiv,

which is the second-largest Ukrai-

nian city, local Gov. Oleh Syniehu-

bov said. Residential buildings

sustained varying degrees of dam-

age, including 16- and nine-story

buildings, he added. Kharkiv’s

city council said that 18 buildings

were damaged. 

The wounded included an 8-

year-old child, according to Synie-

hubov and Kharkiv Mayor Ihor

Terekhov. Terekhov said that 60

residents were evacuated from

one of the buildings, a high-rise

that was hit directly.

Kharkiv has been a frequent

target of Russian attacks since

Moscow launched its all-out inva-

sion of neighboring Ukraine in

February 2022. Late Friday, 15

people, including children ages 10

and 12, were wounded when Rus-

sian airstrikes hit three Kharkiv

neighborhoods, Terekhov said.

Ukrainian officials said that

KAB-type aerial glide bombs — a

retrofitted Soviet weapon that has

for months laid waste to eastern

Ukraine — were used in both at-

tacks.

President Volodymyr Zelen-

skyy condemned the strike and

urged Kyiv’s Western allies to

send more weapons to help it “pro-

tect lives and ensure safety.”

“Ukraine needs full long-range

capabilities, and we are working

to convince our partners of this,”

Zelenskyy said on X, as he pre-

pared to kick off a busy week in the

United States shoring up support

for Kyiv in the war.

And Ukrainian Defense Minis-

ter Rustem Umerov said Sunday

that Kyiv was in talks with part-

ners in Europe to secure Swedish-

made Gripen and European Euro-

fighter Typhoon jets. Umerov said

that commitments were already in

place for deliveries of U.S.-made

F-16s and French Mirages. 

Russia also launched 80 Shahed

drones and two missiles at Uk-

raine overnight into Sunday, the

Ukrainian air force said. Ukrai-

nian defenses shot down 71

drones, and another six were lost

on location because of electronic

warfare countermeasures, the

statement said.

Farther south, a 12-year-old girl

and a woman died after a Russian

drone struck a passenger car in

the city of Nikopol, local Gov. Ser-

hii Lysak reported. Two others, in-

cluding a 4-year-old child, suf-

fered wounds. 

21 wounded in Russian strikes that
hit apartment buildings in Kharkiv

Associated Press 
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WASHINGTON — The man ac-

cused in the apparent assassination

attempt of Donald Trump at a golf

course in Florida left behind a note

saying that he intended to kill the

former president and maintained in

his car a handwritten list of dates

and venues where Trump was to ap-

pear, the Justice Department said

Monday.

The new allegations were includ-

ed in a detention memo filed ahead

of a hearing Monday at which the

Justice Department was expected

argue that 58-year-old Ryan Wesley

Routh should remain locked up as

the case moves forward. The details

are meant to buttress prosecutors’

assertions that Routh had set out to

kill Trump before the plot was

thwarted by a Secret Service agent

who spotted a rifle poking out of

shrubbery on the West Palm Beach

golf course where Trump was play-

ing.

The note, addressed “Dear

World,” was placed in a box that was

dropped at the home of an unidenti-

fied person who contacted law en-

forcement officials after last Sun-

day’s arrest. It appears to have been

based on the premise that the assas-

sination attempt would be ultimate-

ly unsuccessful.

The box, which also contained

ammunition, a metal pipe and other

items, was not opened by the person

until after Routh was taken into cus-

tody. The person who received the

box and contacted law enforcement

was not identified in the Justice De-

partment’s detention memo.

“This was an assassination at-

tempt on Donald Trump but I failed

you. I tried my best and gave it all the

gumption I could muster. It is up to

you now to finish the job; and I will

offer $150,000 to whomever can

complete the

job,” the note

said, according to

prosecutors.

An attorney for

Routh didn’t im-

mediately re-

spond to an email

seeking comment

Monday morning.

Authorities who searched his car

found six cellphones, including one

that showed a Google search of how

to travel from Palm Beach County to

Mexico. 

They also found a list with dates in

August, September and October

and venues where Trump had ap-

peared or was scheduled to, accord-

ing to prosecutors. 

A notebook found in his car was

filled with criticism of the Russian

and Chinese governments and notes

about how to join the war on behalf of

Ukraine.

Cellphone records indicate he

traveled to West Palm Beach from

Greensboro, N.C., in mid-August,

and that he was near Trump’s golf

club and the former president’s

Mar-a-Lago residence “on multiple

days and times” between Aug. 18

and the day of the apparent attempt-

ed assassination.

‘This was an assassination attempt,’ note says
Prosecutors: Suspect’s car had a list of dates, venues that matched Trump’s schedule

BY ERIC TUCKER AND

ALANNA DURKIN RICHER

Associated Press 

Routh

NEW YORK — Vice President

Kamala Harris raised $27 million at

apacked New York City fundraiser

on Sunday, her largest fundraising

haul since she took over at the top of

the ticket from President Joe Biden,

according to a Harris campaign

aide. 

Though Harris has far more mon-

ey than former President Donald

Trump, the money will be needed to

compete with pricey advertising by

deep-pocketed outside groups that

support Trump, said the aide, who

spoke on condition of anonymity to

discuss private fundraising details.

The blockbuster fundraiser was

held at Cipriani Wall Street in a mas-

sive Greek Revival ballroom with

over a dozen columns. Much of the

crowd stood shoulder to shoulder as

Harris needled Trump for refusing

to debate her again.

“My opponent seems to be look-

ing for an excuse,” Harris told the

crowd. “I feel very strongly that we

owe it to the American people, to the

voters, to meet once more before

Election Day.”

She reiterated that later, telling

reporters after landing outside

Washington, “We have more to dis-

cuss.”

Trump has rejected more de-

bates, saying Saturday that “it’s just

too late.” 

“Voting is already started,” he

said at a rally in Wilmington, N.C.

Voters cast the first in-person bal-

lots last week in Minnesota, South

Dakota and Virginia, the states with

the first early in-person voting op-

portunities. About a dozen more

states will follow by mid-October.

Harris also said she would deliver

a speech Wednesday outlining her

economic vision, saying there is

“more we can do to invest in the as-

pirations and ambitions of the

American people while addressing

the challenges they face.”

She cited the high cost of home

ownership and stubbornly high gro-

cery bills as examples.

By fleshing out her economic

agenda in more detail, Harris can

address an issue that’s front of mind

for voters after prices soared during

Biden’s presidency and distance

herself from the president’s eco-

nomic track record. Trump has crit-

icized her for being slow to release

detailed policy proposals of her own

since she rose to the top of the ticket. 

Harris has said she’d push for

middle-class tax cuts and tax hikes

on the wealthy and corporations,

and she adopted Trump’s proposal

to end taxes on tipped wages,

though she’d limit her plan to low-

and middle-income taxpayers.

She’s also criticized Trump’s plan to

impose large tariffs on most import-

ed goods, which she says would se-

verely raise the cost of goods. 

Neither Harris nor Trump has a

decisive edge with the public on the

economy, according to the latest

poll by The Associated Press-

NORC Center for Public Affairs Re-

search. The survey suggests Harris

is gaining ground on an issue that

was once a clear strength for

Trump. 

About 4 in 10 registered voters

say Republican Trump would do a

better job handling the economy,

while a similar number say that

about the Democratic vice presi-

dent, according to the poll. About 1

in 10 voters don’t trust either candi-

date, and a similar share has equal

faith in them.

The new poll found that the econ-

omy is one of the most important is-

sues for about 8 in 10 voters as they

consider which candidate to sup-

port, dwarfing other top issues like

health care and crime.

Harris raises $27M in
fundraiser, promises
economic speech soon

Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — Several top

staffers in North Carolina Republi-

can Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson’s cam-

paign for governor have quit their

posts, marking more fallout from a

CNN report outlining evidence that

he made disturbing posts on a por-

nography website’s message board

more than a decade ago. 

The campaign said in a news re-

lease Sunday that senior adviser

Conrad Pogorzelski III, campaign

manager Chris Rodriguez, the cam-

paign’s finance director and the

deputy campaign manager “have

stepped down from their roles with

the campaign.” Information on new

campaign staffers would be forth-

coming soon, the release said. 

“I appreciate the efforts of these

team members who have made the

difficult choice to step away from

the campaign, and I wish them well

in their future endeavors,” Robin-

son said in the release. 

Pogorzelski, who helped Robin-

son get elected lieutenant governor

in 2020 in his first bid for public of-

fice and later became his chief of

staff, said separately on Sunday that

additional staffers also left the cam-

paign — the deputy finance director,

two political directors and the direc-

tor of operations.

Pogorzelski, in a text, said that he

“along with others from the cam-

paign have left of our own accord.”

The CNN report on Thursday un-

earthed past posts it said Robinson

left on a porn site’s message boards

in which he referred to himself as a

“black NAZI;” said he enjoyed

transgender pornography; said in

2012 he preferred Hitler to then-

President Barack Obama; and

slammed the late Rev. Martin Luth-

er King Jr. as “worse than a mag-

got.” 

Robinson denied writing the

posts and said Thursday that he

wouldn’t be forced out of the race by

“salacious tabloid lies.” He avoided

directly discussing the controversy

during a gubernatorial campaign

event on Saturday evening at a race

track in Fayetteville. The event hap-

pened after earlier in the day former

President Donald Trump didn’t

mention Robinson at a rally about 90

miles away in Wilmington. 

Before Saturday, Robinson had

been a frequent presence at

Trump’s North Carolina campaign

stops. The Republican presidential

nominee has long praised Robinson

— who would be North Carolina’s

first Black governor if elected.

TOM BRENNER/For the Washington Post

North Carolina Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson walks onstage during a campaign event for Donald Trump in
Asheville, N.C., on Aug. 14. Several top staffers in Robinson’s campaign for governor have quit their posts.

Robinson staffers flee as fallout
over past online posts continues

BY GARY D. ROBERTSON

Associated Press 
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Offi-

cials in Birmingham, Ala., plead-

ed Monday with members of the

public for information leading to

arrests in a weekend mass shoot-

ing that killed four people and in-

jured more than a dozen others,

announcing rewards of up to

$100,000.

Police Chief Scott Thurmond

said at a news conference that po-

lice are still sifting through tips.

Five of the injured victims remain

in the hospital, he said.

The FBI is offering a $50,000 re-

ward, and Crime Stoppers is offer-

ing $50,000, officials said. Tipsters

can remain anonymous, they said.

Authorities have still made no

arrests after Saturday’s shooting

killed four people and left 17 oth-

ers injured in what police de-

scribed as a targeted “hit” by mul-

tiple shooters who opened fire out-

side a popular nightspot in Bir-

mingham’s Five Points South

district.

The shooting rocked an area of

restaurants and bars that is often

bustling on weekend nights. The

mass shooting, one of several this

year in the city, unnerved resi-

dents and left officials at home and

beyond pleading for help to both

solve the crime and address the

broader problem of gun violence. 

“The priority is to find these

shooters and get them off our

streets,” Birmingham Mayor

Randall Woodfin said a day after

the shooting.

The shooting occurred on the

sidewalk and street outside Hush,

a lounge in the entertainment dis-

trict, where blood stains were still

visible on the sidewalk outside the

venue on Sunday morning.

Thurmond has said authorities

believe the shooting targeted one

of the people who was killed, pos-

sibly in a murder-for-hire. A veh-

icle pulled up and “multiple shoo-

ters” got out and began firing, then

fled, he said.

“We believe that there was a

‘hit,’ if you will, on that particular

person,” Thurmond said.

Police said about 100 shell cas-

ings were recovered. Thurmond

said that law enforcement was

working to determine what weap-

ons were used, but that they be-

lieve some of the gunfire was “ful-

ly automatic.” Investigators also

were trying to determine whether

anyone fired back, creating cross-

fire. 

KIM CHANDLER/AP 

A firefighter cleans blood stains off the sidewalk outside a nightclub in Birmingham, Ala., on Sunday after a
mass shooting took place. 

Alabama officials plead for info on
mass shooting, offer reward money

BY KIM CHANDLER

Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Commerce

Department said Monday it’s

seeking a ban on the sale of con-

nected and autonomous vehicles

in the U.S. that are equipped with

Chinese and Russian software and

hardware with the stated goal of

protecting national security and

U.S. drivers. 

While there is minimal Chinese

and Russian software deployed in

the U.S., the issue is more compli-

cated for hardware. That’s why

Commerce officials said the pro-

hibitions on the software would

take effect for the 2027 model year

and the prohibitions on hardware

would take effect for the model

year of 2030, or Jan. 1, 2029, for

units without a model year. 

The measure announced Mon-

day is proactive but critical, the

agency said, given that all the bells

and whistles in cars like micro-

phones, cameras, GPS tracking

and Bluetooth technology could

make Americans more vulnerable

to bad actors and potentially ex-

pose personal information, from

the home address of drivers, to

where their children go to school. 

In extreme situations, a foreign

adversary could shut down or take

simultaneous control of multiple

vehicles operating in the United

States, causing crashes and block-

ing roads, U.S. Secretary of Com-

merce Gina Raimondo told re-

porters on a call Sunday. 

“This is not about trade or eco-

nomic advantage,” Raimondo

said. “This is a strictly national se-

curity action. The good news is

right now, we don’t have many

Chinese or Russian cars on our

road.”

But Raimondo said Europe and

other regions in the world where

Chinese vehicles have become

commonplace very quickly

should serve as “a cautionary

tale” for the U.S. 

Security concerns around the

extensive software-driven func-

tions in Chinese vehicles have

arisen in Europe, where Chinese

electric cars have rapidly gained

market share. 

“Who controls these data flows

and software updates is a far from

trivial question, the answers to

which encroach on matters of na-

tional security, cybersecurity, and

individual privacy,” Janka Oertel,

director of the Asia program at the

European Council on Foreign Re-

lations, wrote on the council’s

website.

Ban sought for Chinese, Russian software
and hardware used in autonomous vehicles

Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — “Pa-

per or plastic” will no longer be

a choice at grocery store check-

out lines in California under a

new law signed Sunday by Gov.

Gavin Newsom that bans all

plastic shopping bags. 

California had already banned

thin plastic shopping bags at su-

permarkets and other stores,

but shoppers could purchase

bags made with a thicker plastic

that purportedly made them re-

usable and recyclable.

The new measure, approved

by state legislators last month,

bans all plastic shopping bags

starting in 2026. Consumers who

don’t bring their own bags will

now simply be asked if they

want a paper bag. 

State Sen. Catherine Blakes-

pear, one of the bill’s suppor-

ters, said people were not reus-

ing or recycling any plastic

bags. She pointed to a state

study that found that the amount

of plastic shopping bags trashed

per person grew from 8 pounds

per year in 2004 to 11 pounds per

year in 2021.

Blakespear, a Democrat from

Encinitas, said the previous bag

ban passed a decade ago didn’t

reduce the overall use of plastic. 

“We are literally choking our

planet with plastic waste,” she

said in February.

The environmental nonprofit

Oceana applauded Newsom for

signing the bill and “safeguard-

ing California’s coastline, ma-

rine life, and communities from

single-use plastic grocery

bags.”

California governor signs
law banning all plastic
shopping bags at stores

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Congres-

sional leaders announced an

agreement Sunday on a short-

term spending bill that will fund

federal agencies for about three

months, averting a possible partial

government shutdown when the

new budget year begins Oct. 1 and

pushing final decisions until after

the November election.

Temporary spending bills gen-

erally fund agencies at current

levels, but an additional $231 mil-

lion was included to bolster the Se-

cret Service after the two assassi-

nation attempts against Republi-

can presidential nominee Donald

Trump, and additional money was

added to aid with the presidential

transition, among other things. 

Lawmakers have struggled to

get to this point as the current bud-

get year winds to a close at

month’s end. 

At the urging of the most con-

servative members of his confe-

rence, House Speaker Mike John-

son, R-La., had linked temporary

funding with a mandate that

would have compelled states to re-

quire proof of citizenship when

people register to vote.

But Johnson abandoned that ap-

proach to reach an agreement,

even as Trump insisted there

should not be a stop-gap measure

without the voting requirement.

Bipartisan negotiations began

in earnest shortly after that, with

leadership agreeing to extend

funding into mid-December. That

gives the current Congress the

ability to fashion a full-year

spending bill after the Nov. 5 elec-

tion, rather than push that respon-

sibility to the next Congress and

president. 

In a letter to Republican col-

leagues, Johnson said the budget

measure would be “very narrow,

bare-bones” and include “only the

extensions that are absolutely

necessary.”

“While this is not the solution

any of us prefer, it is the most pru-

dent path forward under the pre-

sent circumstances,” Johnson

wrote. “As history has taught and

current polling affirms, shutting

the government down less than 40

days from a fateful election would

be an act of political malpractice.” 

House Democratic leader Ha-

keem Jeffries said Democrats

would evaluate the bill in its enti-

rety before this week’s vote, but

with the agreement, “Congress is

now on a bipartisan path to avoid a

government shutdown that would

hurt everyday Americans.” 

Johnson’s earlier effort had no

chance in the Democratic-con-

trolled Senate and was opposed by

the White House. 

Spending deal
averts shutdown
for three months

BY KEVIN FREKING

Associated Press
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Vietnam War medevac helicop-

ter crews will be the latest military

group to receive the highest award

Congress can bestow.

The Dustoff Crews of the Viet-

nam War Congressional Gold

Medal Act won final approval last

week. It honors the estimated

3,000 pilots, medics, and crew who

flew between combat zones and

field hospitals during the war.

The flights were nicknamed

“Dustoff” because of the dirt and

debris churned up by their heli-

copter rotors as they landed to

pick up wounded. The crew of a

helicopter early in the war took

the name as their call-sign, ac-

cording to the Army.

The Dustoffs extracted 900,000

wounded U.S., Vietnamese, and

allied soldiers from May 1962 to

March 1973. The Army said the

medevac crews had a one-in-three

chance of becoming casualties

themselves.

“They were some of the very

best, and their heroism deserves

to be recognized, which we finally

did [Thursday] by sending this

legislation to President [Joe] Bi-

den’s desk to become law,” said

Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, R-

Wash., a co-sponsor of the legisla-

tion.

Congressional testimony in-

cluded the record of the 54th Med-

ical Detachment, a Dustoff unit of

about 30 soldiers with three UH-1

Huey helicopters. During one 10-

month stretch of heavy fighting,

they extracted 21,435 casualties to

safety. The 8,644 evacuation and

rescue missions required 4,832

hours in the air. Unit members re-

ceived 78 valor awards.

Patrick Henry Brady of Seattle

was an Army major flying mis-

sions with the 54th Medical De-

tachment from Chu Lai, about 340

miles northeast of Saigon on the

coast of the South China Sea. 

In January 1968, calls came in

from groups of wounded soldiers

who were trapped behind enemy

lines, including one group in a

mine field. 

Despite heavy fog and smoke,

Brady extracted soldiers from a

site where two early rescue heli-

copters had been shot down. Re-

turning several times to pull more

soldiers out of the jungle, Brady

had one helicopter shredded by

machine gun fire and a second

damaged at the mine field by an

explosion. At the end of the day,

Brady and his crew had lost three

helicopters and saved 51 wounded

American and South Vietnamese

soldiers.

Brady received the Medal of

Honor, the nation’s highest award

for valor in combat.

“A Dustoff was usually vulner-

able,” he said. “Of course, the

most dangerous time was landing

on the battlefield during the bat-

tle. The chopper was big and vis-

ible — no armor protection.”

Brady said despite the red cross

painted on the Dustoffs to show

they weren’t combat helicopters,

they nonetheless always drew

enemy fire.

“We knew it and we were never

surprised,” he said. “We did all we

could to avoid it. That meant find-

ing the safest way in, taking the

shortest time on the ground possi-

ble and getting the patient to the

hospital as soon as we could.”

Vietnam Dustoff Association

President Steve Vermillion said

the Congressional Gold Medal

recognized the history of what

were often teenagers involved in a

life and death mission all day,

nearly every day.

“[It’s] the story of 18- and 19-

year-old men flying unarmed hel-

icopters into battle, at night, in the

rain, and multiple times a day, to

rescue our wounded and fly them

back to medical facilities,” he said.

‘Dustoff’ helicopter crews to receive honor

LAWRENCE J. SULLIVAN/National Museum of the U.S. Army

Soldiers in September 1966 carry the wounded to “Dustoff”
medevac helicopters at a 1st Air Cavalry base near Qui Nhon in
Vietnam, about 375 miles northeast of Saigon.

Congressional Gold Medal will be given to Vietnam vets
BY GARY WARNER

Stars and Stripes 

JUNEAU, Alaska — On an is-

land of windswept tundra in the

Bering Sea, hundreds of miles

from mainland Alaska, a resident

sitting outside their home saw —

well, did they see it? They were

pretty sure they saw it.

A rat.

The purported sighting would

not have gotten attention in many

places around the world, but it

caused a stir on St. Paul Island,

which is part of the Pribilof Is-

lands, a birding haven sometimes

called the “Galapagos of the

north” for its diversity of life.

That’s because rats that stow

away on vessels can quickly pop-

ulate and overrun remote islands,

devastating bird populations by

eating eggs, chicks or even adults

and upending once-vibrant eco-

systems.

Shortly after receiving the resi-

dent’s report in June, wildlife of-

ficials arrived at the apartment

complex and crawled through

nearby grasses, around the build-

ing and under the porch, looking

for tracks, chew marks or drop-

pings. They baited traps with

peanut butter and set up trail

cameras to capture any confir-

mation of the rat’s existence —

but so far have found no evi-

dence.

“We know — because we’ve

seen this on other islands and in

other locations in Alaska and

across the world — that rats ab-

solutely decimate seabird colo-

nies, so the threat is never one

that the community would take

lightly,” said Lauren Divine, di-

rector of the Aleut Community of

St. Paul Island’s ecosystem con-

servation office.

The anxiety on St. Paul Island

is the latest development amid

long-standing efforts to get or

keep non-native rats off some of

the most remote, but ecologically

diverse, islands in Alaska and

around the world.

Rodents have been removed

successfully from hundreds of is-

lands worldwide — including one

in Alaska’s Aleutian chain for-

merly known as “Rat Island,” ac-

cording to the U.S. Fish and Wild-

life Service. But such efforts can

take years and cost millions of

dollars, so prevention is consi-

dered the best defense.

Around the developed areas of

St. Paul, officials have set out

blocks of wax — “chew blocks”

— designed to record any telltale

incisor bites. Some of the blocks

are made with ultraviolet materi-

al, which allow inspectors armed

with black lights to search for

glowing droppings.

They also have asked residents

to be on the lookout for any ro-

dents and are seeking permission

to have the U.S. Department of

Agriculture bring a dog to the is-

land to sniff out any rats. Canines

are otherwise banned from the

Pribilofs to protect fur seals.

There have been no traces of

any rats since the reported sight-

ing this summer, but the hunt

and heightened state of vigilance

is likely to persist for months.

Divine likened the search to

trying to find a needle in a hays-

tack “and not knowing if a needle

even exists.”

The community of about 350

people — clustered on the south-

ern tip of a treeless island

marked by rolling hills, rimmed

by cliffs and battered by storms

— has long had a rodent surveil-

lance program that includes rat

traps near the airport and at de-

veloped waterfront areas where

vessels arrive, designed to detect

or kill any rats that might show

up.

Still, it took nearly a year to

catch the last known rat on St.

Paul, which was believed to have

hopped off a barge. It was found

dead in 2019 after it evaded the

community’s initial defenses.

That underscores why even an

unsubstantiated sighting is taken

so seriously, Divine said.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice is planning an environmen-

tal review to analyze eradicating

the potentially tens of thousands

of rats on four uninhabited is-

lands in the far-flung, volcano-

pocked Aleutian chain, hundreds

of miles southwest of St. Paul.

More than 10 million seabirds of

varying species nest in the Aleu-

tians. 

The diversity and number of

breeding birds on islands with es-

tablished, non-native rat popula-

tions are noticeably low, the

agency has said. Carcasses of

least auklets and crested auklets,

which are known for their noisy

nesting colonies in rocky areas,

have been found in rat-food cach-

es on Kiska Island, one of the

four islands, where rat footprints

have been spotted on the wet,

sandy shoreline.

If the agency moves ahead, it

might take five years for the first

of the projects to be launched,

and given the intensive planning,

testing and research required for

each island, it could take decades

to complete all of them, said Sta-

cey Buckelew, an island invasive

species biologist with Alaska

Maritime National Wildlife Ref-

uge.

But such efforts are important

steps to help seabirds already

challenged by stresses including

climate change, Buckelew said.

The success of what was long

called Rat Island, a tract in the

Aleutians roughly half the size of

Manhattan, shows how effective

eradication programs can be.

Rats are believed to have first ar-

rived with a Japanese shipwreck

in the late 18th century. Fur trad-

ers introduced arctic foxes there

the following century.

The foxes were eradicated in

1984, but it was nearly a quarter

century later when wildlife

agents and conservation groups

killed off the rats by dropping

poison pellets from a helicopter.

Those involved said that without

nesting seabirds, the island was

eerily silent compared to the ca-

cophony of other, rat-free islands,

and it even smelled different.

Since the eradication of rats,

researchers have found native

birds benefiting, even document-

ing species thought to have been

wiped out by rats. The island is

once again known by the name

originally bestowed by the Unan-

gan people native to the Aleu-

tians: Hawadax. Researchers

have found tufted puffins, which

dig burrows into cliff edges and

are defenseless against rats or

foxes, as well as eagle and falcon

nests.

Island uses peanut butter, black lights to find rat that might not exist
BY BECKY BOHRER

Associated Press

AP 

Lauren Divine holds the last rat
known to have been on St. Paul
Island, after it was found dead on
June 30, 2019.
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Card game maker sues
SpaceX in alleged breach

TX BROWNSVILLE —

The maker of the pop-

ular party game Cards Against

Humanity is accusing Elon

Musk’s SpaceX of trespassing on

and damaging a plot of vacant land

the company owns in Texas.

In a lawsuit filed at a Texas

court, Cards Against Humanity al-

leges SpaceX has essentially

treated the game company’s prop-

erty — located in Cameron County

—as its own for at least the past six

months. 

The lawsuit said SpaceX, which

had previously acquired other

plots of land near the property, has

placed construction materials,

such as gravel, and other debris on

the land without asking for per-

mission to do so. 

SpaceX did not immediately re-

spond to a request for comment.

Cards Against Humanity,

which is headquartered in Chica-

go, had purchased the plot of land

in 2017 as part of what it said was a

stunt to oppose former president

Donald Trump’s efforts to build a

border wall.

The company is asking for $15

million in damages, which it said

includes a loss of vegetation on the

land.

Highway vehicle crash
injures 8 firefighters

CA SANTA ANA — Eight

firefighters were in-

jured in a severe highway crash

involving a fire truck in Southern

California, authorities said.

Chief Brian Fennessy of the Or-

ange County Fire Authority said

the truck overturned on the Cali-

fornia State Route 241 just north of

Portola Hills.

The vehicle was transporting a

ground crew after a 12-hour shift

fighting a massive wildfire in Or-

ange County called the Airport

Fire. A ladder in the road caused

the truck to swerve, strike a guard

rail and overturn, Fennessy said.

At least one firefighter was

flown by helicopter with others

transported by ambulance to hos-

pitals.

National park trail closed
after bear attacks hiker

MT WEST GLACIER — A

section of a popular

Glacier National Park trail was

closed after a man was attacked by

a bear and injured, park officials

said.

Rangers are still trying to deter-

mine if the attack involved a griz-

zly bear or a black bear.

The 35-year-old man sustained

non-life-threatening injuries

when his hiking party encoun-

tered the bear near the Grinnell

Glacier Overlook trailhead on the

Highline Trail.

The man hiked over a mile to

Granite Park Chalet with assis-

tance and was flown to a spot

where he could be taken by ambu-

lance to a hospital in Whitefish.

The trail from Haystack Butte

to the Granite Park Chalet will re-

main closed until further notice,

officials said.

Interim commissioner
says feds searched homes

NY NEW YORK — New

York City’s interim po-

lice commissioner revealed that

federal authorities had executed

search warrants at his homes.

Thomas Donlon, who became

the interim commissioner after

the resignation of his predecessor,

issued a statement on the search

through the police department.

“On Friday, September 20, fed-

eral authorities executed search

warrants at my residences. They

took materials that came into my

possession approximately 20

years ago and are unrelated to my

work with the New York City Po-

lice Department,” the statement

said.

“This is not a department mat-

ter, and the department will not be

commenting,” he added.

The statement did not address

what the investigation was about,

which federal authorities were in-

volved or what “materials” had

been seized.

City settles suit accusing
officer of excessive force

VT BURLINGTON — Ver-

mont’s largest city of

Burlington has paid $215,000 to

settle a lawsuit accusing a police

officer of using excessive force by

grabbing a man and slamming

him to the ground, knocking him

unconscious in September of 2018.

According to the lawsuit filed in

2019, Mabior Jok was standing

outside with a group when a con-

versation became heated. Officer

Joseph Corrow, without announc-

ing himself or issuing any instruc-

tions, then slammed Jok to the

ground, the lawsuit said.

The police chief at the time said

an internal investigation found

Corrow did not call for backup or

use verbal commands, but he did

not use excessive force, according

to a court filing. He also had said

that Jok was known to officers “as

a person who has a violent history

who has attacked the community

and police officers.”

The settlement was reached

about a week before the planned

start of a trial, said Jok’s lawyer

Robb Spensley, who called it a

reasonable settlement. It was first

reported by Seven Days.

India-based hotel firm
buys Motel 6 for $525M

NY NEW YORK — The

budget motel chain

Motel 6 is being acquired by the

parent company of OYO, a hotel

operator based in India.

The New York-based invest-

ment firm Blackstone, which

owns Motel 6’s parent company

G6 Hospitality, announced the

deal would be an all-cash transac-

tion worth $525 million.

The transaction will also in-

clude the sale of the Studio 6 motel

brand, which caters to customers

seeking extended stays. The deal

is expected to close by the end of

the year.

OYO, which launched in India

just over a decade ago, has been

expanding its footprint in the U.S.

over the past few years. The com-

pany said it currently operates 320

hotels across 35 states and is aim-

ing to add 250 more this year.

“This acquisition is a significant

milestone for a startup company

like us to strengthen our interna-

tional presence,” Gautam Swa-

roop, OYO’s international division

chief, said in a statement.

More dengue fever seen
from local mosquitoes

CA LOS ANGELES —

Health officials warned

that the Los Angeles area is seeing

more dengue fever cases in people

who have not traveled outside the

U.S. mainland, a year after the

first such case was reported in

California.

Public health officials said at

least three people apparently be-

came ill with dengue this month

after being bitten by mosquitoes

in the Baldwin Park neighborhood

east of downtown Los Angeles.

“This is an unprecedented clus-

ter of locally acquired dengue for a

region where dengue has not pre-

viously been transmitted by mos-

quitoes,” said Barbara Ferrer, di-

rector of the Los Angeles County

Department of Public Health.

Other cases that stemmed from

mosquito bites originating in the

U.S. have been reported this year

in Florida, the U.S. Virgin Islands

and Puerto Rico, where officials

have declared a dengue epidemic.

There have been 3,085 such cases

in the U.S. this year, of which 96%

were in Puerto Rico, according to

the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention.

Lawmaker whose mower
fell into pool improving

KY FRANKFORT — A

Kentucky lawmaker

who was critically injured when

the lawn mower he was riding

plunged into an empty swimming

pool has made progress in his re-

covery, a legislative spokesman

said.

State Sen. Johnnie Turner was

able to sit upright and communi-

cate and continued to improve,

said Dustin Isaacs, a spokesman

for the Republican supermajority

in the Kentucky Senate.

“While he remains in ICU and

in some pain, we are grateful for

this positive progression,” Isaacs

said in a statement.

Turner, a Republican from

Harlan, was injured when he

drove his mower into the deep end

of the pool at his home, Kentucky

State Police said. No details were

provided as to what caused the

accident.

CHARLES SYKES/AP

A peace advocate signs the Declaration of World Day of the Power of Hope at the invitation of members of the Federation of World Peace and
Love during an International Day of Peace celebration in Times Square on Saturday, in New York.

A global signature

From The Associated Press
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MARJAYOUN, Lebanon — Is-

raeli strikes on Monday killed more

than 270 Lebanese in the deadliest

barrage since the 2006 Israel-Hez-

bollah war as the Israeli military

warned residents in southern and

eastern Lebanon to evacuate their

homes ahead of a widening air cam-

paign against Hezbollah.

Thousands of Lebanese fled the

south, and the main highway out of

the southern port city of Sidon was

jammed with cars heading toward

Beirut in the biggest exodus since

the 2006 fighting. More than 1,000

other people were wounded in the

strikes — a staggering one-day toll

for a country still reeling from a

deadly attack on communication

devices last week.

The death toll surpassed that of

Beirut’s devastating port explosion

in 2020, when hundreds of tons of

ammonium nitrate stored in a ware-

house detonated, killing at least 218

people and wounding more than

6,000.

In a recorded message to Leba-

nese civilians, Israeli Prime Minis-

ter Benjamin Netanyahu urged

them to heed Israeli calls to evac-

uate, saying “take this warning seri-

ously.”

“Please get out of harm’s way

now,” Netanyahu said. “Once our

operation is finished, you can come

back safely to your homes.”

The Israeli military said Monday

evening that it had carried out a tar-

geted strike in Beirut. It did not give

details.

Lebanese Health Minister Firass

Abiad told a news conference in Bei-

rut that the strikes hit hospitals,

medical centers and ambulances.

The government ordered schools

and universities to close across most

of the country and began preparing

shelters for people displaced from

the south.

The Israeli military announced

that it hit some 800 targets, saying it

was going after Hezbollah weapons

sites. Some strikes hit in residential

areas of towns in the south and the

eastern Bekaa Valley. One strike hit

awooded area as far away as Byblos

in central Lebanon, more than 80

miles from the border north of Bei-

rut.

The military said it was expand-

ing the airstrikes to include areas of

the valley along Lebanon’s eastern

border with Syria. Hezbollah has

long had an established presence in

the valley, and it is where the group

was founded in 1982 with the help of

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards.

Israeli military spokesman Rear

Adm. Daniel Hagari repeated warn-

ings urging residents to immediate-

ly evacuate areas where Hezbollah

is storing weapons, including in the

valley. The warnings left open the

possibility that some residents could

live in or near targeted structures

without knowing that they are risk.

Meanwhile, Hezbollah said in a

statement that it fired dozens of

rockets toward Israel, including at

military bases. It also targeted for a

second day the facilities of the Ra-

fael defense firm, headquartered in

Haifa.

As Israel carried out the attacks,

Israeli authorities reported a series

of air-raid sirens in northern Israel

warning of incoming rocket fire

from Lebanon.

The evacuation warnings were

the first of their kind in nearly a year

of steadily escalating conflict and

came after a particularly heavy ex-

change of fire on Sunday. Hezbollah

launched around 150 rockets, mis-

siles and drones into northern Israel

in retaliation for strikes that killed a

top commander and dozens of fight-

ers.

The increasing strikes and coun-

terstrikes have raised fears of an all-

out war, even as Israel is still battling

Hamas in Gaza and trying to return

scores of hostages taken in Hamas’

Oct. 7 attack. Hezbollah has vowed

to continue its strikes in solidarity

with the Palestinians and Hamas, a

fellow Iran-backed militant group.

Israel says it is committed to return-

ing calm to its northern border.

Israel strikes Lebanon, warns residents to leave
Associated Press 

HUSSEIN MALLA/AP 

Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on Kfar Rouman village, as seen
from Marjayoun town, south Lebanon, on Monday.
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TOKYO — Japan said its war-

planes used flares to warn a Rus-

sian reconnaissance aircraft to

leave northern Japanese airspace

on Monday. 

Japanese Defense Minister Mi-

noru Kihara told reporters that

the Russian Il-38 plane breached

Japan’s airspace above Rebun Is-

land, just off the coast of the

country’s northernmost main is-

land of Hokkaido, for up to a min-

ute in three instances, during its

five-hour flight in the area.

It came a day after a joint fleet

of Chinese and Russian warships

sailed around Japanese northern

coasts. Kihara said the airspace

violation could be related to a

joint military exercise that Russia

and China announced earlier this

month.

Japan scrambled an undis-

closed number of F-15 and F-35

fighter jets, which used flares for

the first time after the Russian

aircraft apparently ignored their

warnings, Kihara said.

“The airspace violation was ex-

tremely regrettable,” Kihara

said. He said Japan “strongly

protested” to Russia through dip-

lomatic channels and demanded

preventive measures. 

Kihara said the use of flares

was a legitimate response to air-

space violation and “we plan to

use it without hesitation.”

Japanese defense officials are

highly concerned about growing

military cooperation between the

China and Russia, and China’s in-

creasingly assertive activity

around Japanese waters and air-

space. 

It led Tokyo to significantly re-

inforce defenses of southwestern

Japan, including remote islands

that are considered key to Ja-

pan’s defense strategy in the re-

gion.

Earlier in September, Russian

military aircraft flew around

southern Japanese airspace. 

A Chinese Y-9 reconnaissance

aircraft briefly violated Japan’s

southern airspace in late August.

Japanese warplanes use
flares to warn a Russian
plane to leave airspace

Associated Press

GENEVA — A U.N.-backed hu-

man rights expert monitoring

President Vladimir Putin’s Russia

decried on Monday increased vio-

lence in the country caused by for-

mer prisoners who have their sen-

tences shortened or pardoned to

fight in Ukraine and then return

home to commit crimes including

rape and murder.

Mariana Katzarova, who is ob-

serving rights in Russia under a

mandate from the U.N.-backed

Human Rights Council, said the

return home to Russia of former

criminals who have had their legal

slates wiped clean is adding to

more domestic violence.

The phenomenon first emerged

last year among returning fight-

ers, but Katzarova noted that par-

dons and shortened sentences in

Russia for prisoners who agree to

fight in Ukraine became law in

Russia in March. 

Speaking to reporters, Katzaro-

va said an estimated 170,000 con-

victed violent criminals have been

recruited to fight in Ukraine.

“Many of them who return —

and this is an emerging trend —

have been perpetrating new vio-

lent crimes to begin with against

women, against girls, against chil-

dren, including sexual violence

and killings,” she said in Geneva,

where the council is holding its au-

tumn session.

“This has increased, the vio-

lence against women in Russia,

which already is on a very high

level with thousands of women dy-

ing each year as a result of domes-

tic violence,” she said. “There is

no law in Russia distinctly crimi-

nalizing domestic violence or gen-

der-based violence.”

UN expert: Russian prisoners fighting in
Ukraine commit crimes when they return

Associated Press

MOSCOW — A Soyuz capsule

carrying two Russians and one

American from the International

Space Station landed Monday in

Kazakhstan, ending a record-

breaking stay for the Russian pair.

The capsule landed on the Ka-

zakh steppe about 3 1/2 hours after

undocking from the space station

in an apparently trouble-free de-

scent. In the last stage of the land-

ing, it descended under a red-and-

white parachute at about 16 mph,

with small rockets fired in the fi-

nal seconds to cushion the touch-

down. The astronauts were to be

extracted from the capsule and

placed in nearby chairs to help

them adjust to gravity, then given

medical examinations in a nearby

tent.

Oleg Kononenko and Nikolai

Chub returned after 374 days

aboard the space station; on Fri-

day they broke the record for the

longest continuous stay there. Al-

so in the capsule was American

Tracy Dyson, who was in the

space station for six months.

Eight astronauts remain in the

space station, including Ameri-

cans Butch Wilmore and Suni Wil-

liams, who have remained long

past their scheduled return to

Earth.

Capsule with 2 Russians, 1 American from the
International Space Station returns to Earth

Associated Press
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OPINION

A
board a NATO surveillance flight

above the Norwegian Sea this

month, just two of the 19 military

personnel were as old as the plane,

a 45-year-old modified Boeing 707 jammed

with electronics and monitoring devices, its

fuselage crowned with an enormous radar

dome.

But the young crew on the lumbering

AWACS — the acronym stands for Airborne

Warning and Control System — was on the

lookout for an enduring threat: Russia’s

Northern Fleet, on maneuvers near Iceland as

part of a massive worldwide naval exercise.

That exercise, dubbed Ocean 2024, in-

volved some 400 Russian warships, subma-

rines and support vessels in the North Atlantic

and Pacific, as well as the Mediterranean,

Caspian and Baltic seas, along with some

90,000 military personnel, according to the

Russian Defense Ministry. Chinese vessels

also participated.

Even if Russia’s figures are inflated, the op-

eration was a muscle-flexing reminder that

Moscow remains plenty equipped to project

power across the globe.

That sobering fact often gets lost amid Chi-

na’s rising threat and Washington’s pivot to

the Indo-Pacific. It shouldn’t, because it

would be a mistake once again to underesti-

mate the Kremlin’s resolve to challenge the

U.S.-led global order, or Moscow’s staying

power in Ukraine.

The outset of Vladimir Putin’s full-scale

war in Ukraine exposed Russia’s ground forc-

es as incompetently led and beholden to a ty-

rant in thrall to his own arrogance and neoim-

perial ambitions. The ensuing stalemate, now

well into its third year, has been a strategic ca-

lamity for Moscow.

Yet if Russia is a corrupt, retrograde, nihi-

listic power, it remains a power. Given the

West’s pattern of misreading Moscow’s resi-

lience, it’s worth taking stock of the menace it

still poses far beyond Ukrainian borders.

Reminders of that threat have been plenti-

ful in recent months. On the AWACS flights

that patrolled the Norwegian Sea east of Ice-

land this month, Russian ships, presumed to

be part of the Ocean 2024 exercise, were de-

tected on nearly every mission, a NATO

spokesman said.

On the flight I was on, the tactical director, a

French air force major, told me: “We didn’t

used to encounter the Russian navy very of-

ten. Now we know they are out there.”

That observation was reinforced in a recent

paper for Chatham House, a British think

tank, by a half-dozen military specialists who

surveyed Moscow’s plans for regenerating its

military, now the recipient of an eye-watering

one-third of all Russian government spend-

ing.

Much has been made of Ukraine’s impres-

sive success in sinking or crippling a chunk of

Putin’s Black Sea Fleet. But with a couple of

exceptions, the Chatham House study said,

the ships destroyed or disabled were “very old

or limited” vessels. The Russian navy “has

lost none of its blue-water combat capability,”

the paper concluded, and Moscow’s “global

power projection capabilities are undimin-

ished.”

To underline that capability, three Russian

warships and a submarine cruised into Cuban

waters in June and remained just off Havana

for several days. They posed no specific threat

to the United States; unlike other ships and

submarines in Moscow’s arsenal, they were

not equipped with nuclear weapons. But they

did carry hypersonic precision missiles with a

range of several hundred miles.

It’s also worth remembering that Putin’s

nuclear saber-rattling, which has successful-

ly intimidated Western leaders into slowing

weapons deliveries to Ukraine, has involved

more than rhetoric. On his orders, Russian

forces in May rehearsed preparations for

launching tactical nuclear weapons.

That is not to say Putin intends to launch a

nuclear war, or that he believes Russia’s fleet

could go toe-to-toe with the U.S. Navy. But the

longer the war in Ukraine grinds on, the more

credence the West should give his bedrock as-

sumption — that Moscow can outlast Wash-

ington and its allies through the sheer mass of

Russian forces and resources, and by keeping

the West off balance with threats of escalation.

Putin’s strategy seems increasingly sound

as public support for Ukraine has softened in

the United States and parts of Europe. There,

hopes have receded that Russia can be defeat-

ed on the battlefield, or that its economy will

crumble under the weight of U.S.-led sanc-

tions.

The wishful view of Russia as a paper tiger

has been discredited by the failure of Uk-

raine’s counteroffensive last year, and by Pu-

tin’s ability to shrug off an attempted mutiny

last year and repeated military setbacks.

Granted, Ukraine’s invasion of the Russian

region of Kursk this summer was a propagan-

da triumph. But it has given Kyiv control of

just 0.006% of Russia’s landmass. By contrast,

Moscow’s forces occupy nearly 20% of Ukrai-

nian territory — despite the infusion of $200

billion of Western military and other aid.

The West has been right to help Kyiv retain

its independence. It needs now to formulate a

muscular long-term strategy that deters fu-

ture Russian aggression in Ukraine and else-

where — without starry-eyed assumptions

that Moscow is a depleted force.

The losing strategy of underestimating Russia
BY LEE HOCKSTADER

Special to The Washington Post

Lee Hockstader has been The Washington Post’s European
Affairs columnist, based in Paris, since 2023. Previously he was
a member of the Post editorial board; a national correspondent,
a foreign correspondent, and a local reporter.

T
he House of Representatives re-

cently failed to pass a continuing

resolution that included the Safe-

guard American Voter Eligibility

(SAVE) Act. Blocked by Republicans and

Democrats, the bill would have stopped non-

citizens’ illegal voting from canceling citizens’

ballots.

Now, it’s up to the people to protect their

vote, following in the traditions of our prede-

cessors who fought to ensure all citizens’ votes

are counted. One of those predecessors was

Clara Vajda, a Hungarian immigrant living in

Milwaukee. Intensely proud of her status as a

naturalized citizen, she brought the idea of Ci-

tizenship Day to her congressman, Rep. Thad-

deus Wasielewski, who created a bill designat-

ing the third Sunday of every May as Citizen-

ship Day. This was signed into law by Presi-

dent Franklin D. Roosevelt.

According to congressional records, in his

1941 remarks when the bill passed, Wasielew-

ski noted, “I wonder how many know that a

simple act of charity of a foreign-born citizen

was the motivating spark that set in motion

this movement to teach all citizens to appre-

ciate the great honor and privilege which has

been bestowed upon them when they assume

their sovereign rights of citizenship.”

Vajda was following in the footsteps of

America’s Founding Fathers, the men who de-

bated passionately about how much power the

new Constitution should allocate to our three

branches of government.

Our earliest founding document, the Decla-

ration of Independence, states our govern-

ment derives its “just powers from the consent

of the governed.” The way we provide or with-

draw that consent is by voting.

During the summer of 1787, Federalists

who believed in a stronger centralized power

like Alexander Hamilton and James Madison

argued with the anti-Federalist wing of the

founding brotherhood: Thomas Jefferson and

Patrick Henry. The final product was a mag-

nificent document, the first in history crafted

under the principle that all our rights come

from God, not man, and, therefore, cannot be

taken from us by any level of government. 

Almost a century later, in 1870, the 15th

Amendment to the Constitution was ratified,

providing voting rights to African Americans,

but it was not enough. Black Americans

throughout the 20th century encountered rac-

ism, assault and murder while trying to exer-

cise their right to vote. It wasn’t until the Vot-

ing Rights Act of 1965 became federal law that

they could exercise these rights fully. 

American women were not allowed to vote

until 1920 when the 19th Amendment was rat-

ified, and they, too, won a hard-fought battle to

get there. 

Our laws are not perfect and do not fully pro-

tect our citizen voters. The National Voter

Rights Act of 1993 clearly states that only citi-

zens can vote but there are no compliance re-

quirements, such as an obligation to produce

documentary proof of citizenship during the

registration process.

The Illegal Immigration Reform and Immi-

gration Responsibility Act of 1996 notes, “It

shall be unlawful for any alien to vote in any

election … for the purpose of electing a candi-

date for the office of President, Vice President,

Presidential elector, Member of the Senate,

Member of the House of Representatives.” It

also has no provisions demanding proof of citi-

zenship to be entered on our voter rolls.

The SAVE Act of 2024 was designed to cor-

rect these deficiencies by adding a federal

provision to the NVRA requiring proof of citi-

zenship with voter registration. All it does is

follow existing federal law and all 50 states’

constitutions to ensure that only citizens vote.

Eight states have language specific to “only”

citizens voting. Iowa, Wisconsin, Kentucky,

Idaho, South Carolina, Missouri, Oklahoma

and North Carolina have clarifying wording

on their ballots this November. 

The words and the spirit of our founding

documents, and our current voting laws, re-

flect the rights — and the restrictions — of vot-

ing in U.S. elections. Unfortunately, Congress

is unwilling to stand with the Founding Fa-

thers and Clara Vajda. It is up to each citizen to

stand and be counted in protecting the value of

citizenship against non-citizen voting.

SAVE Act didn’t advance, so we must protect our vote
BY KERRI TOLOCZKO

InsideSources.com

Kerri Toloczko is the executive director of the Election Integrity
Network and senior adviser to the Only Citizens Vote Coalition.
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ACROSS
 1 Innocent one

 5 Pvt.’s superior

 8 Throat clearer

 12 Corp. bigwig

 13 Knee protector

 14 Modern money

 15 Some hair sprays

 17 Baseball stats

 18 Last (Abbr.)

 19 ISP giant

 20 Schnozzes

 21 “Bow-wow!”

 22 Owns

 23 Greek sorceress

 26 “Holy cow!”

 30 Always

 31 Pallid

 32 Oaxaca water

 33 Time between 

flights

 35 “Ivanhoe” 

novelist

 36 Bro or sis

 37 Picnic dessert

 38 Olympic symbol

 41 Bank account 

amt.

 42 Diner order

 45 California city

 46 Balloon pilot

 48 Oodles

 49 Desk wood

 50 Without purpose

 51 Cleanse

 52 Metric distances 

(Abbr.)

 53 Snitch

DOWN
 1 Boyfriend

 2 Skater’s leap

 3 Ernie’s pal

 4 Green prefix

 5 Parody

 6 Chutzpah

 7 QB stats

 8 High-flying 

industry

 9 Centers

 10 Toledo’s lake

 11 Rolling 

stone’s lack

 16 Singer Evans

 20 Dundee denial

 21 “Sweet Emotion” 

rock band

 22 Chick’s mom

 23 Director  

Brooks

 24 Actress  

Mendes

 25 Susan of 

“L.A. Law”

 26 Honey holder

 27 Swelled  

head

 28 Boring routine

 29 Perched

 31 Entanglement

 34 Compete

 35 Missile shelter

 37 Urban oases

 38 Imperfection

 39 Classic Kinks 

song

 40 Big fusses

 41 Ray of light

 42 Commanded

 43 Temporary  

calm

 44 Texter’s  

sign-off

 46 Fine, at NASA

 47 Petty peeve
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SCOREBOARD/AUTO RACING

AP Top 25
The Top 25 teams in The Associated

Press college football poll, with first-place
votes in parentheses, records through
Sep. 21, total points based on 25 points for
a first-place vote through one point for a
25th-place vote, and previous ranking: 

Record Pts Prv

1. Texas (44) 4-0 1527 1

2. Georgia (13) 3-0 1482 2

3. Ohio St. (5) 3-0 1432 3

4. Alabama 3-0 1328 4

5. Tennessee 4-0 1283 6

6. Mississippi 4-0 1269 5

7. Miami 4-0 1139 8

8. Oregon 3-0 1073 9

9. Penn St. 3-0 1051 10

10. Utah 4-0 1037 12

11. Missouri 4-0 1009 7

12. Michigan 3-1 805 18

13. Southern Cal 2-1 690 11

14. LSU 3-1 637 16

15. Louisville 3-0 553 19

16. Notre Dame 3-1 546 17

17. Clemson 2-1 540 21

18. Iowa St. 3-0 530 20

19. Illinois 4-0 458 24

20. Oklahoma St. 3-1 388 14

21. Oklahoma 3-1 375 15

22. BYU 4-0 327 —

23. Kansas St. 3-1 168 13

24. Texas A&M 3-1 77 25

25. Boise St. 2-1 69 —

Others receiving votes: Washington St.
67, Indiana 63, Boston College 55, UNLV 53,
Pittsburgh 37, Nebraska 25, Iowa 24, James
Madison 11, South Carolina 7, Liberty 4, Ar-
kansas 3, UCF 3, Arizona 2, SMU 2, Navy 1. 

USA Today Top 25
The US LBM Coaches Poll Top 25 with
team’s records through Saturday in pa-
rentheses, total points based on 25 for
first place through one point for 25th,
ranking in last week’s poll and first-place
votes received:

School (Record) Pts Prv 1st

1. Georgia (3-0) 1,350 1 35

2. Texas (4-0) 1,324 2 18

3. Ohio St. (3-0) 1,279 3 2

4. Alabama (3-0) 1.185 4 0

5. Mississippi (4-0) 1.145 5 0

6. Tennessee (4-0) 1,094 7 0

7. Oregon (3-0) 1.016 6 0

8. Penn St. (3-0) 967 8 0

9. Miami (Fla.) (4-0) 912 11 0

10. Utah (4-0) 904 10 0

11. Missouri (4-0) 887 8 0

12. Michigan (3-1) 692 17 0

13. LSU (3-1) 632 16 0

14. Notre Dame (3-1) 553 18 0

15. Clemson (2-1) 542 19 0

16. Southern Cal (2-1) 520 12 0

17. Louisville (3-0) 509 20 0

18. Oklahoma (3-1) 404 13 0

19. Iowa St. (3-0) 386 21 0

20. Oklahoma St. (3-1) 326 15 0

21. Illinois (4-0) 307 — 0

22. Brigham Young (4-0) 167 — 0

23. UNLV (3-0) 124 25 0

24. Texas A&M (3-1) 119 24 0

25. Kansas St. (3-1) 116 14 0

Dropped out: No. 22 Nebraska (3-1); No.
23 Memphis (3-1). 

Others receiving votes: Washington
State (4-0) 94; Indiana (4-0) 67; Pittsburgh
(4-0) 50; Boise State (2-1) 42; Central Flor-
ida (3-0) 35; Iowa (3-1) 34; Arizona (2-1) 16;
Boston College (3-1) 15; Duke (4-0) 14;
James Madison (3-0) 13; Nebraska (3-1) 7;
Washington (3-1) 6; Colorado (3-1) 5; Rutg-
ers (3-0) 5; SMU (3-1) 4; Arkansas (3-1) 2;
Liberty (4-0) 2; Navy (3-0) 2; South Carolina
(3-1) 2. 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Chengdu Open
Sunday

At Chengdu Center
Chengdu, China
Purse: $1,171,655

Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
Men’s Singles
Quarterfinals

Alibek Kachmazov, Russia, def. Nicolas
Jarry (3), Chile, 6-3, 6-4.

Lorenzo Musetti (1), Italy, def. Adrian
Mannarino (5), France, 6-2, 5-7, 6-2. 

Yannick Hanfmann, Germany, def. Pe-
dro Martinez (4), Spain, 7-6 (1), 6-2. 

Juncheng Shang, China, def. Alexander
Bublik (2), Kazakhstan, 6-4, 7-6 (8). 

Men’s Doubles
Semifinals

Fabien Reboul and Sadio Doumbia (1),
France, def. John-Patrick Smith, Australia,
and Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela (4), Mex-
ico, 4-6, 6-3, 12-10.

Korea Open
Sunday

At Seoul Olympic Park Tennis Center
Seoul, South Korea

Purse: $922,573
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor

Women’s Singles
Championship

Beatriz Haddad Maia (3), Brazil, def. Da-
ria Kasatkina (1), Russia, 1-6, 6-4, 6-1.

Women’s Doubles
Championship

Nicole Melichar-Martinez, United
States, and Liudmila Samsonova, Russia,
def. Zhang Shuai, China, and Miyu Kato (3),
Japan, 6-1, 6-0.

TENNIS

WNBA playoffs
(x-if necessary)

First Round
(Best-of-three)

No. 1 New York 1, No. 8 Atlanta 0
Sunday: New York 83, Atlanta 69
Tuesday: at New York
x-Wednesday: at Atlanta

No. 2 Minnesota 1, No. 7 Phoenix 0
Sunday: Minnesota 102, Phoenix 95 
Wednesday: at Minnesota
x-Thursday: at Phoenix

No. 3 Connecticut 1, No. 6 Indiana 0
Sunday: Connecticut 93, Indiana 69 
Wednesday: at Connecticut
x-Thursday: at Indiana

No. 4 Las Vegas 1, No. 5 Seattle 0
Sunday: Las Vegas 78, Seattle 67
Tuesday: at Las Vegas
x-Wednesday: at Seattle

PRO BASKETBALL

MLS

EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA

Inter Miami CF 19 4 7 64 68 44

Cincinnati 17 8 5 56 52 39

Columbus 16 5 8 56 58 31

New York 10 6 14 44 47 39

Orlando City 12 11 7 43 50 45

Charlotte FC 11 11 8 41 36 33

NYCFC 11 11 8 41 43 43

Toronto FC 11 17 3 36 38 55

Philadelphia 9 12 9 36 57 47

CF Montréal 8 12 10 34 41 61

Atlanta 8 13 9 33 40 44

Nashville 8 13 9 33 31 46

D.C. United 8 13 9 33 44 61

Chicago 7 16 8 29 36 54

New England 8 17 4 28 32 60

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA

LA Galaxy 17 7 7 58 63 46

Real Salt Lake 14 7 9 51 60 45

Colorado 15 10 5 50 58 50

LAFC 14 8 7 49 52 40

Houston 13 8 9 48 43 33

Seattle 13 9 8 47 45 34

Vancouver 13 9 7 46 49 40

Portland 12 10 8 44 63 53

Minnesota 12 12 6 42 50 48

FC Dallas 10 13 7 37 49 49

Austin FC 9 13 8 35 32 42

Sporting KC 8 16 7 31 49 58

St Louis City 6 11 13 31 43 57

San Jose 5 22 3 18 37 69

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday, Sept. 21

Miami 1, New York City FC 1, tie 
Charlotte FC 4, New England 0 
Columbus 4, Orlando City 3 
CF Montréal 2, Chicago 0 
Atlanta 2, New York 2, tie 
Houston 1, Austin FC 0 
FC Dallas 3, Los Angeles FC 1 
Minnesota 2, Sporting Kansas City 0 
Cincinnati 2, Nashville 2, tie 
Colorado 2, Toronto FC 0 
Portland 3, Real Salt Lake 3, tie 
LA Galaxy 4, Vancouver 2 
St Louis City 2, San Jose 1 

Sunday’s game

Philadelphia 4, D.C. United 0 

Saturday’s games

Los Angeles FC at Cincinnati 
Columbus at D.C. United 
Charlotte FC at Miami 
San Jose at CF Montréal 
Nashville at New England 
New York City FC at New York 
Atlanta at Philadelphia 
Real Salt Lake at Austin FC 
Toronto FC at Chicago 
Orlando City at FC Dallas 
Colorado at Minnesota 
Sporting Kansas City at St Louis City 
Portland at Vancouver 
Houston at Seattle

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA

Orlando 15 0 6 51 37 12

Washington 14 5 2 44 42 24

Gotham FC 13 4 4 43 26 16

Kansas City 12 3 6 42 46 28

North Carolina 10 9 2 32 28 23

Chicago 9 10 2 29 27 28

Portland 8 9 3 27 29 28

Louisville 6 8 7 25 30 29

Bay FC 8 12 1 25 25 33

Angel City 6 11 3 21 23 33

Seattle 5 11 5 20 23 35

San Diego 4 10 7 19 17 26

Houston 4 12 5 17 14 32

Utah Royals FC 4 14 3 15 14 34

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday, Sept. 20

Kansas City 3, Washington 0 
Orlando 1, Bay FC 0 

Saturday, Sept. 21

Louisville 2, North Carolina 1 
Houston 1, Seattle 0 
Chicago 1, San Diego 0 

Sunday’s game

Gotham FC 1, Utah Royals FC 0 

Monday’s game

Portland at Angel City 

Friday’s game

Washington at Angel City 

Saturday’s games

Gotham FC at Kansas City 
Louisville at Utah Royals FC 
Houston at Orlando 
Portland at San Diego 

Sunday, Sept. 29

Bay FC at Seattle 
North Carolina at Chicago

PRO SOCCER

Sunday’s transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Reinstated INF
Ramon Urias from the 10-day IL. Reinstat-
ed INF Jordan Westburg from the 10-day IL.
Optioned OF Daniel Johnson and INF Livan
Soto to Norfolk (IL).

NEW YORK YANKEES — Placed RHP Jake
Cousins on the 15-day IL, retroactive to
Sept. 20. Recalled RHP Clayton Beeter from
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Recalled RHP
Joe Boyle from Las Vegas (PCL). Designat-
ed RHP Brandon Bielak for assignment.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Recalled LHP
Gabe Speier from Tacoma (PCL). Optioned
RHP Emerson Hancock to Tacoma.

National League
CINCINNATI REDS — Designated RHP

Alan Busenitz for assignment. Reinstated
RHP Hunter Greene from the 15-day IL.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Sent RHP
Spencer Turnbull to Lehigh Valley (IL) on a
rehab assignment.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Placed RHP Jhony
Brito on the 60-day IL. Placed SS Mason
McCoy on the 10-day IL, retroactive to
Sept. 19. Selected the contract of SS Nick
Ahmed from Arizona (ACL).

DEALS

Singapore Grand Prix
Formula 1

Sunday
At Marina Bay Street Circuit
Singapore City, Singapore
Lap length: 4.00 kilometers

(Start position in parentheses)
1. (1) Lando Norris, Great Britain, McLa-

ren, 62 laps, 1:40:52.571.
2. (2) Max Verstappen, Netherlands, Red

Bull Racing, 62, +20.945 seconds.
3. (5) Oscar Piastri, Australia, McLaren,

62, +41.823.
4. (4) George Russell, Great Britain, Mer-

cedes, 62, +61.040.
5. (9) Charles Leclerc, Monaco, Ferrari,

62, +62.430.
6. (3) Lewis Hamilton, Great Britain, Mer-

cedes, 62, +85.248.
7. (10) Carlos Sainz Jr, Spain, Ferrari, 62,

+96.039.
8. (7) Fernando Alonso, Spain, Aston

Martin, 61, +1 lap.
9. (6) Nico Hulkenberg, Germany, Haas,

61, +1 lap.
10. (13) Sergio Perez, Mexico, Red Bull

Racing, 61, +1 lap.
11. (12) Franco Colapinto, Argentina,

Williams, 61, +1 lap.
12. (8) Yuki Tsunoda, Japan, Racing

Bulls, 61, +1 lap.
13. (15) Esteban Ocon, France, Alpine, 61,

+1 lap.
14. (17) Lance Stroll, Canada, Aston Mar-

tin, 61, +1 lap.
15. (20) Guanyu Zhou, China, KICK Saub-

er, 61, +1 lap.
16. (19) Valtteri Bottas, Finland, KICK

Sauber, 61, +1 lap.
17. (18) Pierre Gasly, France, Alpine, 61,

+1 lap.
18. (16) Daniel Ricciardo, Australia, Rac-

ing Bulls, 61, +1 lap.
19. (14) Kevin Magnussen, Denmark,

Haas, did not finish, 57.
20. (11) Alexander Albon, Thailand, Wil-

liams, did not finish, 15.
Driver standings

1. Max Verstappen, Netherlands, Red
Bull Racing, 331 points.

2. Lando Norris, Great Britain, McLaren,
279.

3. Charles Leclerc, Monaco, Ferrari, 245.
4. Oscar Piastri, Australia, McLaren, 237.
5. Carlos Sainz Jr, Spain, Ferrari, 190.
6. Lewis Hamilton, Great Britain, Mer-

cedes, 174.
7. George Russell, Great Britain, Mer-

cedes, 155.
8. Sergio Perez, Mexico, Red Bull Racing,

144.
9. Fernando Alonso, Spain, Aston Martin,

62.
10. Nico Hulkenberg, Germany, Haas, 24.
11. Lance Stroll, Canada, Aston Martin,

24.
12. Yuki Tsunoda, Japan, Racing Bulls,

22.
13. Alexander Albon, Thailand, Williams,

12.
14. Daniel Ricciardo, Australia, Racing

Bulls, 12.
15. Pierre Gasly, France, Alpine, 8.
16. Oliver Bearman, Great Britain, Haas,

7.
17. Kevin Magnussen, Denmark, Haas, 6.
18. Esteban Ocon, France, Alpine, 5.
19. Franco Colapinto, Argentina, Wil-

liams, 4.
Manufacturers standings

1. McLaren, 516.
2. Red Bull Racing, 456.
3. Ferrari, 441.
4. Mercedes, 329.
5. Aston Martin, 82.
6. Racing Bulls, 34.
7. Haas, 29.
8. Williams, 16.
9. Alpine, 13.
10. KICK Sauber, 0.

AUTO RACING

Kroger Queen City Championship
LPGA Tour

Sunday
At TPC River’s Bend

Maineville, Ohio
Purse: $2 million

Yardage: 6,705; Par: 72
Final Round

Lydia Ko, $300,000 67-66-69-63—265 -23
Jeeno Thitikul, $183,381 66-66-68-70—270 -18
Hae-Ran Ryu, $133,030 69-65-70-67—271 -17
Yuka Saso, $102,909 73-65-69-65—272 -16
Hyo Joon Jang, $75,300 73-65-67-69—274 -14
Nelly Korda, $75,300 67-70-69-68—274 -14
Gaby Lopez, $53,212 68-67-71-69—275 -13
Albane Valenzuela, $53,212 70-66-68-71—275 -13
Kristen Gillman, $38,212 69-68-69-70—276 -12
Jin Hee Im, $38,212 68-69-71-68—276 -12
A Lim Kim, $38,212 70-70-66-70—276 -12
N. Koerstz Madsen, $38,212 68-72-67-69—276 -12
Yealimi Noh, $38,212 68-67-73-68—276 -12
P. Anannarukarn, $27,710 71-65-72-69—277 -11
Ashleigh Buhai, $27,710 65-73-68-71—277 -11
Yan Liu, $27,710 66-69-68-74—277 -11
Polly Mack, $27,710 67-70-70-70—277 -11
Angel Yin, $27,710 67-72-68-70—277 -11
Lindy Duncan, $21,122 68-69-68-73—278 -10
Maria Fassi, $21,122 68-67-76-67—278 -10
Charley Hull, $21,122 70-70-68-70—278 -10
Sei Young Kim, $21,122 68-68-70-72—278 -10
Grace Kim, $21,122 70-70-71-67—278 -10
Anna Nordqvist, $21,122 71-65-70-72—278 -10
J. Suwannapura, $21,122 67-69-69-73—278 -10
Lexi Thompson, $21,122 71-71-68-68—278 -10
Savannah Grewal, $16,425 67-70-71-71—279 -9
Esther Henseleit, $16,425 74-68-66-71—279 -9
Stephanie Kyriacou, $16,425 69-67-69-74—279 -9
Minjee Lee, $16,425 71-71-68-69—279 -9
Ryann O’Toole, $16,425 70-69-69-71—279 -9
Perrine Delacour, $12,894 72-70-67-71—280 -8
Linn Grant, $12,894 69-72-67-72—280 -8
Cheyenne Knight, $12,894 70-71-70-69—280 -8
Lucy Li, $12,894 73-68-71-68—280 -8
Pernilla Lindberg, $12,894 68-72-71-69—280 -8
B. Pagdanganan, $12,894 68-68-69-75—280 -8
Jing Yan, $12,894 71-69-66-74—280 -8
Haeji Kang, $9,839 74-69-71-67—281 -7
MinJi Kang, $9,839 71-72-69-69—281 -7

PURE Insurance Championship
Champions Tour

Sunday
Pebble Beach, Calif.

a-Pebble Beach Golf Links (Host Course)
6,858 yards; Par 72

b-Spyglass Hill Golf Course
7,025 yards; Par 72
Purse: $2.3 million

Final Round
Paul Broadhurst, $345,000 66b-64a-72a—202 -14
Alex Cejka, $202,400 70a-71b-64a—205 -11
Doug Barron, $137,408 71b-65a-70a—206 -10
Rocco Mediate, $137,408 68a-69b-69a—206 -10
Vijay Singh, $137,408 67a-68b-71a—206 -10
Steven Alker, $92,000 65b-72a-70a—207 -9
Matt Gogel, $67,244 70a-70b-68a—208 -8
Paul Goydos, $67,244 65a-71b-72a—208 -8
Tim Herron, $67,244 68a-69b-71a—208 -8
Boo Weekley, $67,244 68a-69b-71a—208 -8
Charlie Wi, $67,244 67b-74a-67a—208 -8
K.J. Choi, $48,300 70a-71b-68a—209 -7
Kirk Triplett, $48,300 71a-68b-70a—209 -7
Thomas Bjorn, $37,950 73b-69a-68a—210 -6
Ken Duke, $37,950 73a-70b-67a—210 -6
Justin Leonard, $37,950 65a-76b-69a—210 -6
Timothy O’Neal, $37,950 74b-69a-67a—210 -6
Rod Pampling, $37,950 69b-70a-71a—210 -6
Tim Petrovic, $37,950 71b-70a-69a—210 -6
Chad Campbell, $29,210 70a-70b-71a—211 -5
Ricardo Gonzalez, $29,210 69b-72a-70a—211 -5
Arjun Atwal, $24,783 69a-69b-74a—212 -4
Fred Couples, $24,783 71b-70a-71a—212 -4
Glen Day, $24,783 67b-70a-75a—212 -4
Ernie Els, $24,783 74b-70a-68a—212 -4
Stephen Ames, $19,550 70b-67a-76a—213 -3
Bernhard Langer, $19,550 70b-74a-69a—213 -3
Corey Pavin, $19,550 71b-71a-71a—213 -3
Paul Stankowski, $19,550 72b-72a-69a—213 -3
Ken Tanigawa, $19,550 69b-73a-71a—213 -3
Y.E. Yang, $19,550 71a-74b-68a—213 -3
Angel Cabrera, $16,215 72b-72a-70a—214 -2
Kevin Sutherland, $16,215 68a-75b-71a—214 -2
Steve Flesch, $13,846 70a-76b-69a—215 -1
Jeff Maggert, $13,846 69a-74b-72a—215 -1
Scott McCarron, $13,846 72a-71b-72a—215 -1
Mario Tiziani, $13,846 70a-76b-69a—215 -1
Duffy Waldorf, $13,846 68a-74b-73a—215 -1

GOLF

SINGAPORE — Lando Norris

survived a couple of brushes with

barriers as he won the Singapore

Grand Prix with ease and cut into

Max Verstappen’s Formula 1

standings lead Sunday.

Norris started on pole position

ahead of Verstappen and steadily

built a large lead for his third ca-

reer win. All

have come this

year.

From now on,

though, the title

is no longer en-

tirely in Norris’

hands. Even if he

wins every re-

maining race,

second place in each would be

enough for Verstappen to retain

the title.

Norris started on pole position

for the sixth time in his career and,

for a driver with a tendency to lose

places off the grid this season, had

an unusually drama-free start. It

was the first time Norris has won

from pole without losing a place on

the first lap.

There were two brief moments

of jeopardy when the McLaren

driver first locked his brakes and

touched the barriers, prompting

concern he’d damaged the front

wing, and later when a rear tire

brushed another but Norris

seemed largely unaffected as he

cruised to the win.

“It was an amazing race. A few

too many close calls,” Norris said.

“It’s not that you’re necessarily

over-pushing. Sometimes it can be

that you’re just chilling too much.

Maybe it’s a bit of both. I don’t

know what it is, but it’s tricky.”

With such a big lead, staying fo-

cused was one of Norris’ challeng-

es. Races in Singapore have a hab-

it of turning on strategy calls, or if

a crash brings out the safety car

and brings the cars back together.

Norris had to stay alert but there

was no safety car — a first in Sin-

gapore.

Verstappen came in second for

Red Bull after a race that was

largely uneventful after he held

off Lewis Hamilton into the first

corner at the start.

Oscar Piastri, the winner for

McLaren in Azerbaijan last week,

moved up from fifth on the grid to

finish third after passing Mer-

cedes’ Hamilton and later George

Russell for the final podium place.

Verstappen seemed relaxed

Sunday, holding onto second and

minimizing the damage to his

lead, which was trimmed from 59

to 52 points.

Norris

notches

third win
Associated Press

Norris
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MLB

American League
East Division

W L Pct GB

z-New York 92 64 .590 —

Baltimore 86 70 .551 6

Boston 78 78 .500 14

Tampa Bay 78 78 .500 14

Toronto 73 83 .468 19

Central Division

W L Pct GB

x-Cleveland 90 67 .573 —

Detroit 82 74 .526 7½

Kansas City 82 74 .526 7½

Minnesota 81 75 .519 8½

Chicago 36 120 .231 53½

West Division

W L Pct GB

Houston 85 71 .545 —

Seattle 80 76 .513 5

Texas 74 82 .474 11

Oakland 67 89 .429 18

Los Angeles 63 93 .404 22

National League
East Division

W L Pct GB

z-Philadelphia 92 64 .590 —

New York 87 69 .558 5

Atlanta 85 71 .545 7

Washington 69 87 .442 23

Miami 57 99 .365 35

Central Division

W L Pct GB

x-Milwaukee 89 67 .571 —

Chicago 80 76 .513 9

St. Louis 79 77 .506 10

Cincinnati 76 81 .484 13½

Pittsburgh 73 83 .468 16

West Division

W L Pct GB

z-Los Angeles 93 63 .596 —

San Diego 90 66 .577 3

Arizona 87 69 .558 6

San Francisco 77 79 .494 16

Colorado 60 96 .385 33

x-clinched division
z-clinched playoff berth

Saturday’s games

Tampa Bay 3, Toronto 2
San Francisco 9, Kansas City 0
Detroit 6, Baltimore 4, 10 innings
St. Louis 6, Cleveland 5
Houston 10, L.A. Angels 4
Seattle 8, Texas 4
San Diego 6, Chicago White Sox 2
N.Y. Yankees 10, Oakland 0
Minnesota at Boston, ppd.
Cincinnati 7, Pittsburgh 1
Washington 5, Chicago Cubs 1
N.Y. Mets 6, Philadelphia 3
Atlanta 6, Miami 2
Arizona 5, Milwaukee 0
Colorado 6, L.A. Dodgers 3

Sunday’s games

Boston 8, Minnesota 1, 1st game
Boston 9, Minnesota 3, 2nd game
Detroit 4, Baltimore 3
San Francisco 2, Kansas City 0
Tampa Bay 4, Toronto 3
St. Louis 2, Cleveland 1
Texas 6, Seattle 5
L.A. Angels 9, Houston 8
San Diego 4, Chicago White Sox 2
N.Y. Yankees 7, Oakland 4
Pittsburgh 2, Cincinnati 0
Atlanta 5, Miami 4
Chicago Cubs 5, Washington 0
Milwaukee 10, Arizona 9
L.A. Dodgers 6, Colorado 5
N.Y. Mets 2, Philadelphia 1

Monday’s games

Bostonat Toronto
Seattleat Houston
Chicago Cubs at Philadelphia
San Francisco at Arizona

Tuesday’s games

Cincinnati (Junis 4-0) at Cleveland (Bi-
bee 11-8)

Tampa Bay (Pepiot 8-6) at Detroit (Sku-
bal 17-4)

Kansas City (Ragans 11-9) at Washing-
ton (Parker 7-10)

Baltimore (Kremer 7-10) at N.Y. Yankees
(Stroman 10-8)

Boston (Bello 14-8) at Toronto (Gaus-
man 13-11)

L.A. Angels (Kochanowicz 2-5) at Chica-
go White Sox (Cannon 4-10)

Miami (Weathers 3-6) at Minnesota (Ob-
er 12-7)

Seattle (Gilbert 8-11) at Houston (Valdez
14-7)

Chicago Cubs (Assad 7-5) at Philadel-
phia (Walker 3-7)

Milwaukee (TBD) at Pittsburgh (Falter
8-8)

N.Y. Mets (Quintana 10-9) at Atlanta
(Schwellenbach 7-7)

St. Louis (Gray 13-9) at Colorado (Feltner
3-10)

San Francisco (Webb 12-10) at Arizona
(Pfaadt 10-9)

San Diego (King 12-9) at L.A. Dodgers
(Knack 3-4)

Texas (Eovaldi 11-8) at Oakland (Spence
8-9)

Scoreboard

BOSTON — The struggling Minnesota

Twins were swept in a split doubleheader

against Boston on Sunday, when Romy Gonza-

lez hit a three-run homer and drove in four

runs in the nightcap to lead the Red Sox to a 9-3

victory.

Losing for the 13th time in 19 games, the

Twins fell a game behind both Detroit and

Kansas City for the AL’s final two wild-card

spots. They own the tiebreaker over both. All

three teams have six games left to play.

“We do feel like we’re in a funk and we’re not

scoring the runs we need to. We know what it

feels like, we know what it looks like. We’ve

done it many times before,” Twins manager

Rocco Baldelli said. “There’s no way to force it

in our game. You can’t make it happen, you

can’t put the ball in the best player’s hands.

You have to do it as a team. ... We’re thinking

about this. That’s all I think about. I go to bed

every night thinking about this all the time.”

Minnesota (81-75) is just 11-22 since going 17

games over .500 on Aug. 17.

“It was an especially tough day today, we lost

both games,” Twins first baseman Carlos San-

tana said in a quiet clubhouse. “We go back

home, six more games left and try to finish

strong. We have to finish strong.”

The Red Sox won for just the ninth time in 23

games to get back to .500 (78-78) after fading in

the playoff chase. They’re only 24-36 since the

All-Star break.

In the opener, Triston Casas homered in his

first three at-bats and drove in seven runs, car-

rying the Red Sox to an 8-1 victory.

With the Twins leading the second game 2-0

in the fifth, Gonzalez sent his three-run drive

into the Green Monster seats in deep left-cen-

ter off Cole Irvin (6-6).

Jarren Duran had a two-run double off the

Monster in Boston’s six-run sixth that in-

creased it to 9-2. Gonzalez added a sacrifice fly,

and Masataka Yoshida and Connor Wong both

had an RBI single.

Tigers 4, Orioles 3: Kerry Carpenter ho-

mered twice, Parker Meadows made a home

run-saving grab and surging Detroit moved in-

to a tie for the second American League wild

card with a victory over host Baltimore.

Carpenter’s third multi-home run game of

the season ensured the Tigers their first win-

ning season since 2016 as Detroit (82-74)

moved into a tie with Kansas City (82-74) and

one game in front of Minnesota (81-75) for the

final AL wild-card spot. 

The Tigers have won 11 of their last 14.

Baltimore (86-70) lost its fifth consecutive

series and fell 5½ games behind New York (91-

64) in the AL East race.

Rays 4, Blue Jays 3: Jonathan Aranda ho-

mered in a third straight game and host Tampa

Bay beat Toronto to complete a three-game

sweep.

Aranda gave the Rays a 2-1 lead on his two-

run drive against Zach Pop in the sixth inning.

Aranda has connected for six of his 10 career

homers against the Blue Jays.

Braves 5, Marlins 4: Michael Harris II tri-

pled, singled and scored the go-ahead run in

the seventh inning and visiting Atlanta beat

Miami.

Gio Urshela and Ozzie Albies homered while

Matt Olson had two hits and an RBI for the

Braves (85-71), who reamin two games behind

the New York Mets for the third NL wild card.

Jorge Soler’s infield single with the bases

loaded against Declan Cronin (3-4) in the sev-

enth scored Harris from third and put the

Braves ahead.

Rangers 6, Mariners 5: Marcus Semien’s

line single into the left-field corner scored Leo-

dy Taveras as Texas rallied from a five-run

deficit in a walk-off win over visiting Seattle.

Taveras had tied the score at 5-all with a solo

homer in the seventh inning and finished with

three hits — all from the sixth inning onward.

The Mariners are two games out of the last

AL wild-card spot with six games remaining.

Seattle closes out the season with three games

at Houston and hosting the Oakland Athletics.

Brewers 10, Diamondbacks 9:Jake Bauers

drove in the go-ahead run with a pinch-hit in-

field single that capped a four-run eighth in-

ning as host Milwaukee overcame an eight-run

deficit and avoided a series sweep, rallying for

a win over Arizona.

The Brewers trailed 8-0 in the third before

chipping away and tying that game at 9 by scor-

ing three runs with two outs in the eighth in-

ning.

Cardinals 2, Guardians 1: Lars Nootbaar

scored the go-ahead run from second base on a

wild pitch and Andre Pallante allowed one hit

in seven innings as host St. Louis beat Cleve-

land.

Pallante (8-8) walked two and struck out

three.

Angels 9, Astros 8: Zach Neto hit two home

runs and drove in six, and visiting Los Angeles

came from behind twice to beat Houston.

The Angels trailed 4-0 in the sixth before

scoring two runs in back-to-back innings, and

then took the lead in the eighth on a solo shot

from Neto. The Astros responded with two

runs in the bottom of the inning before the An-

gels had a four-run ninth.

Dodgers 6, Rockies 5: Shohei Ohtani hit a

game-tying home run in the ninth inning and

Mookie Betts followed with a game-ending

blast as host Los Angeles rallied past Colorado

to maintain its three-game lead in the National

League West.

Ohtani had four hits and added two stolen

bases, giving him 53 home runs and 55 steals

on the season.

Yankees 7, Athletics 4: Aaron Judge hit his

major league-leading 55th homer of the sea-

son, Gleyber Torres and Jasson Domínguez al-

so went deep and visiting New York beat Oak-

land for a three-game sweep and moved to the

verge of the AL East title.

Already assured of a playoff berth, the Yan-

kees (92-64) can clinch the division with one

victory over second-place Baltimore (86-70)

during a three-game series in the Bronx that

starts Tuesday night.

Mets 2, Phillies 1:Brandon Nimmo hit a tie-

breaking, sixth-inning home run off Zack

Wheeler that sailed just over the glove of leap-

ing right fielder Nick Castellanos, and host

New York prevented Philadelphia from

clinching the NL East at Citi Field.

The Mets (87-69) took three of four from the

Phillies and have won 18 of their last 23 to move

a season-high 18 games over .500. They passed

Arizona into the second of three NL wild-card

slots and stayed two games ahead of the Braves

(85-71). New York finishes the regular season

with three games each at Atlanta and Milwau-

kee.

Pirates 2, Reds 0: Paul Skenes struck out

nine and pitched two-hit ball through five in-

nings, leading visiting Pittsburgh to a win over

Cincinnati.

Skenes (11-3) recorded his 16th game with

seven or more strikeouts. In three starts

against the Reds, the 22-year-old right-hander

has allowed one earned run with 25 strikeouts

in 17 innings.

Giants 2, Royals 0: Blake Snell struck out

nine in six strong innings and visiting San

Francisco completed a three-game series

sweep of Kansas City.

The Royals lost their seventh straight and

dropped into a tie with Detroit (82-74) in the

race for an AL wild card. 

Cubs 5, Nationals 0:Shota Imanaga pitched

seven crisp innings in his sixth consecutive

win, and host Chicago beat Washington.

Imanaga (15-3) was backed by home runs

from Mike Tauchman, Michael Busch and Mi-

guel Amaya.

ROUNDUP

Twins fall behind in wild-card race
Associated Press

MICHAEL DWYER/AP

Twins pitcher Brent Headrick, right, stands on the mound after giving up a solo home run to
the Red Sox’s Triston Casas, back left, during the first game of a doubleheader on Sunday.



PAGE 18 • S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S • Tuesday, September 24, 2024



Tuesday, September 24, 2024 • S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S • PAGE 19

MLB

SAN DIEGO — The Chicago

White Sox tied the post-1900 MLB

record of 120 losses by the 1962 ex-

pansion New York Mets on Sun-

day when the San Diego Padres

won 4-2 by rallying for three runs

in the eighth inning, capped by

Fernando Tatis Jr.’s towering

home run.

The White Sox (36-120) had tak-

en a 2-1 lead on home runs by Ko-

rey Lee and Miguel Vargas off Yu

Darvish, but that lead quickly dis-

appeared in the eighth.

This defeat came a day after the

White Sox tied the American

League record of 119 losses set by

the 2003 Detroit Tigers. The 1899

Cleveland Spiders hold the major

league record for losses at 20-134.

Interim manager Grady Size-

more didn’t address the team af-

terward.

“No loss is good,” he said. “It’s

not something that we’re focused

on. I think everyone outside this

clubhouse is more obsessed with it

than us. The way we spin is to put

this one behind us and get ready

for the series back home.”

With one more loss in their final

six games, the White Sox will hold

the modern-day record outright.

They finish with three at home

against the Los Angeles Angels

beginning Tuesday night and fin-

ish with three at Detroit, which is

in the AL wild-card hunt.

“I guess when you lose 120 it’s

easier to brush it off, but it (stinks)

to go through it, but that’s where

we’re at,” veteran Andrew Benin-

tendi said.

The Padres (90-66) clinched

their first 90-win season since

2010, when they finished 90-72 but

missed the postseason thanks to a

brutal September collapse.

The Padres reduced their mag-

ic number to one for clinching

their third postseason berth since

2020.

The Padres control their own

destiny going into a three-game

series at the NL West-leading Los

Angeles Dodgers starting Tues-

day night, but would have to win

out to clinch the division title.

While the Dodgers have a three-

game lead over the Padres, San

Diego owns the tiebreaker. San

Diego has a three-game lead over

Arizona for the NL’s top wild card.

The Padres finish with three

games at Arizona next weekend.

Some in the sellout crowd of

45,197 began chanting “Beat

L.A.!” as the Padres players and

staff saluted the fans after the final

home regular-season game. San

Diego set the franchise atten-

dance record of 3,314,593 in 80

games.

“We’re never out and that’s

probably since the first week that

we played baseball this year,” Ta-

tis said. “What we have been doing

over here is really special. We

have the talent to go all the way.

But it’s time to take care of busi-

ness one day at a time.”

The Padres tied it at 2 when Do-

novan Solano and pinch-hitter

Luis Arraez hit consecutive dou-

bles opening the eighth against

Fraser Ellard (2-3). Arraez ad-

vanced on a wild pitch and scored

the go-ahead run on Jurickson

Profar’s sacrifice fly.

Tatis then drove a towering shot

into the left-field stands, his 20th

homer of the season.

“It felt amazing. It felt like I

showed it that way after I hit it,”

said Tatis, who had an exuberant

trot after the 389-foot blast, in-

cluding stutter-stepping into third

base.

DERRICK TUSKAN/AP

The Padres’' Fernando Tatis Jr. celebrates in the dugout after hitting a solo home run against the Chicago
White Sox during the eighth inning on Sunday in San Diego. The Padres won 4-2.

White Sox lose 120th, tie
record of expansion Mets

BY BERNIE WILSON

Associated Press

DERRICK TUSKAN/AP

The White Sox’s Miguel Vargas
reacts after striking out against
San Diego in the eighth inning on
Sunday. Chicago lost its 120th
game of the season.

CINCINNATI — The Cincinna-

ti Reds fired manager David Bell

on Sunday night after six seasons.

The team announced the move

hours after a 2-0 loss to the Pitts-

burgh Pirates, and named bench

coach Freddie Benavides as inter-

im manager for the final five

games of the season.

“David provided the kind of

steadiness that we needed in our

clubhouse over the last few sea-

sons. We felt a change was needed

to move the Major League team

forward. We have not achieved

the success we expected, and we

need to begin focusing on 2025,”

President of Baseball Operations

Nick Krall said on a statement

posted on the Reds’ website.

With a week left in the season,

the Reds are 76-81 and in fourth

place in the NL Central, 13½

games behind division champion

Milwaukee. Cincinnati closes out

the season with five road games.

The Reds have a two-game series

in Cleveland on Tuesday and

Wednesday before closing out the

campaign with three games in

Chicago against the Cubs.

The 52-year-old Bell — whose

grandfather Gus and father Bud-

dy both spent part of their careers

playing in Cincinnati — was hired

by the Reds in October 2018. He

had a 409-456 record in six sea-

sons.

Under Bell in 2020, the Reds

earned a postseason berth in his

second season, which was shor-

tened by COVID-19 to 60 games.

The Reds finished the 2021 sea-

son with a respectable 83-79 rec-

ord, good enough for third place

in the National League Central.

That season also produced a Na-

tional League Rookie of the Year

in second baseman Jonathan In-

dia.

In 2022, Cincinnati lost 100

games for the first time in four

decades. The Reds improved to

82-80 in 2023, despite leading the

major leagues with 650 games

missed by players because of in-

juries.

This season began with high ex-

pectations that Bell and the Reds

couldn’t meet. An eight-game los-

ing streak in May put them five

games under .500. They strung to-

gether seven wins in a row in June

to get them back to one game un-

der .500 but couldn’t sustain the

success.

That lack of consistency was a

trend for the rest of the season.

The Reds swept the Yankees in

a three-game series in New York

July 2-4 but again faded. They

looked as if they could make a

postseason run when an Aug. 12-

14 sweep of the Cardinals im-

proved their record to 60-61 as

they moved into a tie for second

place in the NL Central with St.

Louis and within a half dozen

games of a wild-card spot.

But consistency was a problem

again, and Bell lost three of his top

starting pitchers, Hunter Greene,

Nick Lodolo and Andrew Abbott,

to injuries. Cincinnati is 12-8 in

September.

During Bell’s tenure, the Reds

brought along a talented core ex-

pected to put the organization

back on top, including India,

Greene, Elly De La Cruz and Matt

McLain. But Cincinnati hasn’t

been able to get over the hump.

Bell becomes the third manag-

er fired this season. The Chicago

White Sox fired Pedro Grifol and

three coaches on Aug. 8, just days

after the team ended a 21-game

losing streak that tied the Amer-

ican League record.

The Seattle Mariners fired

Scott Servais on Aug. 22, in the

middle of his ninth season with

the team.

Krall planned to speak to the

media on Monday at Great Amer-

ican Ball Park.

STEVE NESIUS/AP

Reds manager David Bell was fired Sunday with five games left in the
season. Bell had a 409-456 record in six seasons in Cincinnati.

Reds fire manager
Bell after 6 seasons

BY MITCH STACY

Associated Press

Wild card

AMERICAN LEAGUE

W L Pct GB

Baltimore 86 70 .551 +4

Detroit 82 74 .526 —

Kansas City 82 74 .526 —

Minnesota 81 75 .519 1

Seattle 80 76 .513 2

Boston 78 78 .500 4

Tampa Bay 78 78 .500 4

NATIONAL LEAGUE

W L Pct GB

San Diego 90 66 .577 +3

Arizona 87 69 .558 —

New York 87 69 .558 —

Atlanta 85 71 .545 2
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WNBA/NFL

the (National) Football League;

everyone is good. We can’t look at

(any) opponent and think (that)

we can just go in there and roll

them over like this is high school

or something or college, and we’re

playing walk-on guys. ... They’re

going to play their heart out

against us, like it’s the Super Bowl,

so we’ve just got to go out there

and do what we’re supposed to

do.”

The injury-depleted Rams, a

playoff team last year, seemed

headed for a third straight loss

when they trailed the reigning

NFC champion 49ers 24-14 mid-

way through the fourth quarter.

But Matthew Stafford led an im-

probable comeback, Kyren Wil-

liams ran 4 yards to score his third

touchdown of the day with 1:51 re-

maining, and Joshua Karty hit a

37-yard field goal with 2 seconds

left to give Los Angeles a 27-24

win.

“I saw a team respond after a

really humbling week last week,”

Rams coach Sean McVay said.

“And three hours will never de-

fine you, good or bad, unless you

allow it to, and we’ve got to do a

good job of being able to build on

this.”

The Broncos have plenty of rea-

son for optimism after rookie Bo

Nix led them to a stunning 26-7

rout in Tampa Bay against the pre-

viously unbeaten Buccaneers.

Nix completed 25 of 36 passes

for 216 yards and ran for 47 yards

and a score as Denver dominated

from start to finish. The Broncos

aren’t a playoff contender in the

AFC West but Nix and a strong de-

fense will keep them competitive

while Sean Payton builds around

them.

“I haven’t seen him flinch,”

Payton said of his quarterback.

“We all get a little bit more confi-

dent with the win but I say that re-

spectfully. He hasn’t flinched. I

think that we had a good plan. The

players did a good job and certain-

ly (Nix) had more fun than he did

in prior weeks.”

The Giants also got a standout

performance from a rookie first-

round pick to secure their first vic-

tory. Malik Nabers had eight

catches for 78 yards and two TDs

in a 21-15 victory at Cleveland. Da-

niel Jones was terrific for New

York, throwing for 236 yards and

the two scores to Nabers.

“I think it always feels good to

get a win, however it comes,”

Jones said. “First one is impor-

tant, so we have to look at what we

did well and build on it, and clean

up the things we didn’t do well.”

A quarterback change helped

the Panthers get coach Dave Ca-

nales his first win. Andy Dalton re-

placed Bryce Young and threw for

319 yards and three TDs to lead

Carolina to a 36-22 win in Las Ve-

gas.

Maybe the supporting cast isn’t

that terrible. Dalton was sharp,

Chuba Hubbard ran for 114 yards

and Diontae Johnson had eight

catches for 122 yards and one TD.

Canales helped Geno Smith and

Baker Mayfield resurrect their

careers in previous stops. He was

hired to get the best out of Young,

the No. 1 overall pick in 2023. But

perhaps the 36-year-old Dalton

will regain his Pro Bowl form un-

der Canales.

“That’s Panthers football, team

football right there. I get to show

them that. I get to show them how

it all complements and plays off of

each other,” Canales said.

The Colts, who barely missed

the playoffs last season, beat the

Bears 21-16 for their first win. Jo-

nathan Taylor led the way with 110

yards rushing and two TDs on a

day Anthony Richardson strug-

gled again. Richardson, who was

10-for-20 for 167 yards and two in-

terceptions, needs to improve for

Indianapolis to have a shot at mak-

ing the playoffs this season.

Getting to 1-2 was a big step for

all six teams. Of course, they still

have an uphill climb. Only two of

the 32 teams that started 0-2 have

made the playoffs since the NFL

expanded the postseason field to

14 teams in 2020.

Winless: Nix gives Broncos plenty of reason for optimism
FROM PAGE 24

SUE OGROCKI/AP

New York Giants wide receiver Malik Nabers had eight catches for 78
yards and two touchdowns Sunday against Cleveland.

A’ja Wilson and Caitlin Clark

had record-breaking seasons, put-

ting up stats the WNBA had never

seen before.

Wilson became the first player

in league history to score more

than 1,000 points in a season, and

she averaged a record

26.9 points. Clark broke

the league’s single-sea-

son assist mark and

scored the most points ev-

er for a rookie.

So it’s no surprise the

two were honored Sun-

day as the unanimous

choices for the AP Player

and Rookie of the Year awards, re-

spectively, by a 15-member media

panel.

“It means a lot,” Wilson said in a

phone interview with The Associ-

ated Press. “The preparation you

put in, the approach I set myself

up for this season.”

The Las Vegas Aces star was

named the league’s MVP earlier

Sunday, also unanimously. The

WNBA will announce the rest of

its awards over the course of the

postseason, which began Sunday.

Wilson finished the regular sea-

son with 1,021 points and 451 re-

bounds and led the league with 98

blocks.

Clark came into the league with

quite possibly more hype than any

rookie ever and she delivered,

leading the Indiana Fever to the

playoffs for the first time since

2016. She broke the WNBA single-

season record with 337 assists, in-

cluding a league-record 19 in one

game. She also broke the single-

season rookie scoring mark as she

averaged 19.2 points.

“This is a tremendous honor to

be named The Associated Press

Rookie of the Year,” she

said. “This recognition

wouldn’t be possible with-

out an incredible group of

teammates and coaches,

and we are looking for-

ward to continuing an ex-

citing regular season in

the postseason.”

Clark headlined the all-

rookie team along with Angel

Reese of the Chicago Sky, who

broke the rebounds-per-game

record by averaging 13.1. She

would have had the overall re-

bounding record as well had she

not gotten hurt at the end of the

season. Other rookies on the team

were New York’s Leonie Fiebich,

Los Angeles’ Rickea Jackson and

Chicago’s Kamilla Cardoso.

Wilson’s teammate Tiffany

Hayes earned AP Sixth Woman of

the Year honors.

Wilson and Clark headlined the

AP All-WNBA first team. They

were joined by Napheesa Collier,

Breanna Stewart and Alyssa Tho-

mas. Sabrina Ionescu, Kahleah

Copper, Nneka Ogwumike, Kayla

McBride and Arike Ogunbowale

were on the second team.

Other AP winners included:

Coach of the Year: Cheryl

Reeve. She helped Minnesota fin-

ish second in the regular season

with a team that was picked ninth

before the season began. The

Lynx won the Commissioner’s

Cup and finished the regular sea-

son with 13 wins in their final 15

games.

Comeback Player of the

Year: Skylar Diggins-Smith. The

Seattle Storm guard missed last

season after giving birth to her

second child. Diggins-Smith aver-

aged 15.1 points and 6.4 assists this

season.

Most Improved Player:

Dearica Hamby. The Los Angeles

Sparks forward made a huge jump

this season by averaging 17.3

points — 8.4 more than last sea-

son. She also improved her re-

bounding by more than three a

game. Hamby edged Connecti-

cut’s DiJonai Carrington by one

vote.

Defensive Player: Collier.

The Lynx star had an incredible

season on both ends of the court,

but she was an anchor especially

for Minnesota’s stellar defense.

The team had the best defense in

the league this season and Col-

lier’s play was the main reason

why.

Wilson, Clark selected top player, rookie
BY DOUG FEINBERG

Associated Press

STEVE MARCUS, LAS VEGAS SUN/AP 

Las Vegas Aces center A’ja Wilson poses with a sign on Sept. 15 after becoming the first player in WNBA
history to score 1,000 points in a season. Wilson was a unanimous pick as league MVP. 

Clark
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American Conference

East

W L T Pct PF PA

Buffalo 2 0 0 1.000 65 38

N.Y. Jets 2 1 0 .667 67 52

Miami 1 2 0 .333 33 72

New England 1 2 0 .333 39 57

South

W L T Pct PF PA

Houston 2 1 0 .667 55 74

Indianapolis 1 2 0 .333 58 61

Jacksonville 0 2 0 .000 30 38

Tennessee 0 3 0 .000 48 78

North

W L T Pct PF PA

Pittsburgh 3 0 0 1.000 51 26

Baltimore 1 2 0 .333 71 78

Cleveland 1 2 0 .333 50 67

Cincinnati 0 2 0 .000 35 42

West

W L T Pct PF PA

Kansas City 3 0 0 1.000 75 62

L.A. Chargers 2 1 0 .667 58 33

Denver 1 2 0 .333 52 46

Las Vegas 1 2 0 .333 58 81

National Conference

East

W L T Pct PF PA

Philadelphia 2 1 0 .667 70 63

Washington 1 1 0 .500 41 55

Dallas 1 2 0 .333 77 89

N.Y. Giants 1 2 0 .333 45 64

South

W L T Pct PF PA

New Orleans 2 1 0 .667 103 44

Tampa Bay 2 1 0 .667 64 62

Atlanta 1 2 0 .333 49 61

Carolina 1 2 0 .333 49 95

North

W L T Pct PF PA

Minnesota 3 0 0 1.000 85 30

Detroit 2 1 0 .667 62 53

Green Bay 2 1 0 .667 75 58

Chicago 1 2 0 .333 53 57

West

W L T Pct PF PA

Seattle 3 0 0 1.000 73 43

Arizona 1 2 0 .333 82 64

L.A. Rams 1 2 0 .333 57 91

San Francisco 1 2 0 .333 73 69

Thursday’s game

N.Y. Jets 24, New England 3

Sunday’s games

Denver 26, Tampa Bay 7
Green Bay 30, Tennessee 14
Indianapolis 21, Chicago 16
Minnesota 34, Houston 7
N.Y. Giants 21, Cleveland 15
Philadelphia 15, New Orleans 12
Pittsburgh 20, L.A. Chargers 10
Carolina 36, Las Vegas 22
Seattle 24, Miami 3
Baltimore 28, Dallas 25
Detroit 20, Arizona 13
L.A. Rams 27, San Francisco 24
Kansas City 22, Atlanta 17

Monday’s games

Jacksonville at Buffalo
Washington at Cincinnati

Thursday, Sept. 26

Dallas at N.Y. Giants

Sunday, Sept. 29

Cincinnati at Carolina
Denver at N.Y. Jets
Jacksonville at Houston
L.A. Rams at Chicago
Minnesota at Green Bay
New Orleans at Atlanta
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay
Pittsburgh at Indianapolis
New England at San Francisco
Washington at Arizona
Cleveland at Las Vegas
Kansas City at L.A. Chargers
Buffalo at Baltimore

Monday, Sept. 30

Tennessee at Miami
Seattle at Detroit

Thursday, Oct. 3

Tampa Bay at Atlanta

Sunday, Oct. 6

N.Y. Jets at Minnesota
Baltimore at Cincinnati
Buffalo at Houston
Carolina at Chicago
Cleveland at Washington
Indianapolis at Jacksonville
Miami at New England
Arizona at San Francisco
Las Vegas at Denver
Green Bay at L.A. Rams
N.Y. Giants at Seattle
Dallas at Pittsburgh

Scoreboard

NFL

MINNEAPOLIS — Sam Dar-

nold matched his career high with

four touchdown passes, and the

undefeated Minnesota Vikings

used another dominant perfor-

mance on defense to trounce C.J.

Stroud and the Houston Texans

34-7 on Sunday.

Jonathan Greenard had three of

the four sacks of Stroud, his for-

mer teammate, as the Vikings

(3-0) intercepted the 2023 AP NFL

Offensive Rookie of the Year

twice while rattling the Texans

(2-1) with their aggressive and un-

predictable scheme — and the

crowd noise that cranked up with

each stop.

Darnold connected with Justin

Jefferson and Aaron Jones for

scores in the first quarter on third-

down plays inside the 10. In the

second half, he delivered a touch-

down to Jalen Nailor for the third

straight game and got tight end

Johnny Mundt one, too.

Jefferson had six catches for 81

yards and Jones rushed 19 times

for 102 yards and caught five pas-

ses for 46 yards for the Vikings,

who were a trendy pick for last

place in the NFC North but have

beaten back-to-back contenders

to start their home slate against

San Francisco and Houston.

Giants 21, Browns 15: Daniel

Jones threw two touchdown pas-

ses to rookie Malik Nabers and the

Giants’ defensive players took

turns sacking Deshaun Watson as

visiting New York held off Cleve-

land.

Jones completed 24 of 34 passes

for 236 yards as the Giants (1-2)

shook off a loss at Washington that

prompted a week of criticism to-

ward coach Brian Daboll.

The Browns (1-2) rallied in the

fourth after being dominated for

three quarters and losing three of-

fensive linemen to injuries.

Watson threw his second TD

pass to Amari Cooper, and Cleve-

land had the ball three times with

a chance to take the lead. But run-

ning back Jerome Ford fumbled

and the Giants twice stopped the

Browns on fourth down in the final

four minutes.

Steelers 20, Chargers 10: Jus-

tin Fields threw for a touchdown

and ran for another and host Pitts-

burgh topped Los Angeles.

Pittsburgh improved to 3-0 for

the first time since 2020 behind

another efficient performance

from Fields, who completed 25 of

32 passes for 245 yards, including

a 55-yard touchdown pass to Cal-

vin Austin III midway through the

fourth quarter that broke it open.

Fields also added a 5-yard

touchdown run and is quietly

making a compelling case that he

should be the starter even after

Russell Wilson’s injured calf

heals. Fields has played largely

mistake-free through three

games, though he did throw his

first interception of the season on

a tipped pass in the third quarter.

Najee Harris ran for 70 yards,

Chris Boswell kicked a pair of

field goals and Pittsburgh’s de-

fense racked up five sacks while

handing the Chargers (2-1) their

first loss.

Packers 30, Titans 14: Malik

Willis ran for a touchdown and

threw for a score in his best per-

formance in the NFL, leading vis-

iting Green Bay to a rout of Ten-

nessee.

Willis not only won his second

straight start subbing for Jordan

Love, he got a sweet measure of

revenge against the team that

traded him to Green Bay (2-1) in

August. Willis accounted for 134 of

the Packers’ 137 yards in the first

quarter. He finished with 202

yards passing and 73 rushing.

Cornerback Jaire Alexander

had his first career pick-6 late in

the first quarter, helping Green

Bay jump out to a 17-7 lead after 15

minutes.

The Packers had eight sacks

and forced three turnovers.

Broncos 26, Buccaneers 7:

Rookie Bo Nix ran for an early

touchdown and Wil Lutz kicked

four field goals to help visiting

Denver avoid starting 0-3 for the

second straight season with a vic-

tory over Tampa Bay.

Nix completed 25 of 36 passes

for 216 yards without an intercep-

tion. The 12th overall pick in this

year’s NFL Draft, however, still

hasn’t thrown for a TD through

three games.

Denver’s defense did its part in

helping Nix rebound from strug-

gling the previous two weeks, too,

sacking Baker Mayfield seven

times and intercepting the Bucs

quarterback once to set up a sec-

ond-quarter touchdown. The

Broncos (1-2) also turned away

two Tampa Bay possessions in

Denver territory in the fourth

quarter, stopping one drive on

downs and forcing a fumble on the

other.

Colts 21, Bears 16: Jonathan

Taylor had two touchdown runs

and Trey Sermon added another

as host Indianapolis held on for a

victory over Chicago.

Taylor ran 23 times for 110

yards as the Colts (1-2) avoided

their first 0-3 start since 2021. An-

thony Richardson completed 10 of

20 passes for 167 yards, but had

two more interceptions.

Chicago (1-2) lost its second

straight despite getting two offen-

sive TDs — one more than its total

in the first two weeks. Caleb Wil-

liams, this year’s No. 1 overall

draft pick, went 33-for-52 with 363

yards through the air — all season

bests — and threw the first two TD

passes of his NFL career.

Panthers 36, Raiders 22: An-

dy Dalton gave Carolina the quar-

terback play its been sorely lack-

ing, throwing for 319 yards and

three touchdowns in a victory over

host Las Vegas.

Promoted to the starting job in

place of the ineffective Bryce

Young, Dalton guided the Pan-

thers (1-2) to their first win and

moved to 4-0 lifetime against the

Raiders.

Carolina, now 3-17 going back to

last season, was outscored a com-

bined 73-13 by the Saints and

Chargers in the first two weeks be-

fore Coach Dave Canales benched

Young, the No. 1 overall draft pick

just a year ago, on Monday.

Seahawks 24, Dolphins 3: Ge-

no Smith threw for 289 yards and a

71-yard touchdown to DK Metcalf,

Zach Charbonnet rushed for two

TDs, and host Seattle won while

the attention turned to another in-

jury suffered by a Miami quarter-

back.

A week after losing Tua Tago-

vailoa to a third concussion in the

past two years, the Dolphins

watched Skylar Thompson suffer

a chest injury in the second half,

leaving Tim Boyle to try to lead the

charge back from a 17-3 deficit.

Lions 20, Cardinals 13: Jared

Goff threw two touchdown passes,

David Montgomery ran for 106

yards and a score and visiting De-

troit held on late to beat Arizona.

The Lions continued their re-

cent dominance in the series, im-

proving to 5-0-1 against the Cardi-

nals since 2017. Detroit’s defense

kept Kyler Murray and Arizona

out of the end zone in the second

half, giving up just one field goal.

Goff completed his first 14 pas-

ses before an incompletion in the

third quarter. It was his longest

streak without an incompletion to

start a game in his nine-year ca-

reer and he finished 18-for-23 for

196 yards.

ROUNDUP

Darnold’s 4 TDs lift Vikings to 3-0
Associated Press

BRUCE KLUCKHOHN/AP

Vikings quarterback Sam Darnold throws a pass under pressure from Texans linebacker Azeez Al-Shaair
during the first half on Sunday in Minneapolis. Darnold threw four touchdown passes in Minnesota’s win.
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ARLINGTON, Texas — Lamar Jackson

and the Baltimore Ravens had an early, em-

phatic answer for the first 0-2 start since be-

fore he was their franchise quarterback.

The two-time MVP added a couple of

clutch plays late when the Ravens were at

risk of letting a big fourth-quarter lead get

away.

Derrick Henry ran for 151 yards and two

touchdowns, Jackson accounted for two

scores and the Ravens held on for a 28-25

victory over the Dallas Cowboys on Sunday.

The Ravens (1-2) scored touchdowns on

their first two drives and led 28-6 before

Dak Prescott and the Cowboys rallied late

with some help from a rare onside kick re-

covery.

Baltimore was a play away from having to

give the ball back to the Cowboys (1-2) lead-

ing by just three when Jackson had a clutch

completion to Zay Flowers. 

Jackson put the game away with a nifty

fake to start a 10-yard run as the Ravens fin-

ished with 274 yards rushing. It’s the most

Dallas has allowed since twice giving up at

least 294 with one of the worst defenses in

franchise history in 2020.

The Ravens, coming off a trip to the AFC

championship game in which they lost to

Super Bowl champion Kansas City, were

0-2 for the first time since 2015, three years

before they drafted Jackson. Only one team

since 2000 has made the playoffs after start-

ing 0-3.

“Every game is a big game for us because

we’re trying to get somewhere,” Jackson

said. “We’ve got to win these games to get to

the playoffs, and we need to get to the Super

Bowl. But it starts with the game that’s in

front of us.”

The Cowboys have allowed 120 points in

their past three home games, including a

48-32 wild-card loss to Green Bay in Janu-

ary that ended Dallas’ 16-game winning

streak at AT&T Stadium.

Brandon Aubrey kicked a 65-yard field

goal for the Cowboys, 1 yard shy of the NFL

record from 2021 held by the kicker on the

other sideline, Baltimore’s Justin Tucker.

Just as in last week’s 44-19 loss to New Or-

leans, the Cowboys needed more than field

goals because of their porous defense.

The touchdowns eventually came for

Dallas. They were just a little late.

Prescott scored on a 1-yard quarterback

sneak midway through the fourth, C.J. Grif-

fin recovered the onside kick and Jalen Tol-

bert had a 15-yard TD catch to make it 28-18

before the Cowboys missed on a second

consecutive 2-point conversion try.

Flowers recovered Dallas’ second onside

kick after whiffing on the first, but the Rav-

ens went three-and-out.

The Cowboys kicked deep after KaVon-

tae Turpin’s 16-yard scoring catch cut the

deficit to three before Jackson’s 9-yard

completion to Flowers on third-and-6, then

the keeper that finished off the final 2:53.

“Lamar was just phenomenal,” Ravens

coach John Harbaugh said. “Didn’t really

want to get to that situation, but we did, and

we came through.”

Dallas lost consecutive home games in

the same regular season for the first time

since 2020, after Prescott’s gruesome, sea-

son-ending ankle injury in Week 5 of a 6-10

season.

“Make sure guys don’t dwell,” Prescott

said after emerging from quiet, frustrated

locker room. “They can feel bad tonight, but

come the morning, it’s over with. If you’re

dwelling on that, you’re not going to prepare

the right away. You’re still going to be look-

ing back at things you could have done,

should have done.”

Nelson Agholor had a 56-yard catch-and-

run to set up Henry’s first touchdown, a 1-

yard plunge for a 14-3 lead. 

The Ravens opened with a five-play, 71-

yard drive capped by Jackson’s 9-yard run,

untouched, to the pylon. His first throw of

the game was a 30-yarder to uncovered

tight end Charlie Kolar.

Henrybecame the first Baltimore back to

score at least one touchdown in each of his

first three games for the franchise.

Ravens race to big lead, hang on to beat Cowboys

JULIO CORTEZ/AP 

Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar
Jackson scores on a 9-yard run Sunday
against the Cowboys in Dallas.

BY SCHUYLER DIXON

Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Saquon

Barkley and the Eagles emerged

from a flood of Philadelphia-style

scrutiny and delivered a master-

class on grinding out — and clos-

ing out — a physical, defensive

struggle in which a lot went wrong

before it ended just right.

Barkley rushed for fourth-quar-

ter touchdowns of 65 and 4 yards,

and the Eagles rebounded from a

maddening late-game collapse six

days earlier to beat the previously

surging New Orleans Saints, 15-12

on Sunday.

“Last week was rough. Our guys

had to pick ourselves off the mat,

and every one of them did,” Eagles

coach Nick Sirianni said, alluding

to a 22-21 home loss to Atlanta on

Monday night. “You have to over-

come those things. I’m so proud of

those guys that they did.”

Barkley’s shorter scoring run

came with 1:01 left, one play after

Dallas Goedert got free across the

middle on third-and-16 for a 61-

yard catch and run that gave him a

career-high 170 yards on 10 recep-

tions.

Barkley’s 147 yards rushing and

clutch scoring runs brought him

no small measure of redemption

after his failure to make what

could have been a game-sealing

catch against the Falcons.

“When things like that happen,

everyone thinks the world’s end-

ing, but it really doesn’t matter

what the outside world thinks,”

Barkley said. “Today, we kept

trusting each other and kept hav-

ing each other’s back.”

Eagles safety Reed Blanken-

ship sealed the victory by inter-

cepting Derek Carr’s pass over the

middle with 48 seconds left, cap-

ping a banner performance by

Philadelphia’s defense against an

offense that had scored an NFL-

high 91 points during the regular

season’s first two weeks under

new coordinator Klint Kubiak.

“You knew adversity would

happen at some point. It’s not go-

ing to be that easy all the time,”

Carr said, adding that he regretted

not throwing away the second-

down pass that Blankenship inter-

cepted. “At the very end, they

made one more play than we did

and that’s how this game goes

sometimes.”

The Eagles (2-1) did not allow a

touchdown until Carr found Chris

Olave for a 12-yard, go-ahead

score with just more than two min-

utes left. That gave the Saints a

12-7 lead after a failed 2-point try.

The Eagles looked the better

team on both sides of the ball, out-

gaining New Orleans (2-1) in total

net yards, 460 to 219. But a num-

ber of curious decisions by Sirian-

ni, along with some clutch plays by

the Saints’ defense, kept the Ea-

gles off the board for three quar-

ters.

Hurts finished 29-for-38 for 311

yards passing and scrambled for

25 yards. But he also turned the

ball over twice in the first half, in-

tercepted by Tyrann Mathieu in

the end zone and losing a fumble

on a sack by Carl Granderson.

The Eagles again threatened to

score late in the second quarter,

only to come away empty when

they eschewed a field goal on

fourth-and-1 from the New Or-

leans 15 with just 14 seconds left.

Defensive end Chase Young

and linebacker Pete Werner

stuffed Barkley’s run, preserving

the Saints’ 3-0 lead at halftime.

The Eagles twice drove into

Saints territory in the third quar-

ter, only to fail on fourth-and-short

and then have an illegal substitu-

tion penalty contribute to a stall

near midfield.

But after J.T. Gray’s block of

Braden Mann’s punt gave New

Orleans the ball inside the Phila-

delphia 30, New Orleans stalled

out on its own fourth-and-1 failure

when it otherwise could have tried

a field goal late in the third quar-

ter. 

Barkley’s long run came four

play’s later to make it 7-3.

Already missing receiver A.J.

Brown, the Eagles lost Devonta

Smith early in the fourth quarter

on a hit by defensive tackle Khris-

tian Boyd that knocked the receiv-

er’s helmet off as he tried to pre-

vent two other Saints defenders

from bringing him to the turf.

What appeared to be a concus-

sion-causing, helmet-to-helmet

hit came after Smith’s seventh

catch, giving him 79 yards receiv-

ing for the game.

That drive wound up stalling

when the Eagles elected to try a

60-yard field goal by Jake Elliott,

who missed.

Carr finished 14-for-25 for 142

yards. Saints running back Alvin

Kamara rushed for 87 yards on 26

carries.

Barkley’s 2 late TDs lift Eagles over Saints
BY BRETT MARTEL

Associated Press

BUTCH DILL/AP 

Philadelphia Eagles running back Saquon Barkley breaks loose on a 65-yard touchdown run as Saints
cornerback Marshon Lattimore gives chase during the second half Sunday in New Orleans.
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INGLEWOOD, Calif. — The

winless Los Angeles Rams were

fresh off a 31-point loss and mis-

sing their top two receivers when

they took the field Sunday against

a rival that has dominated them

for a half-decade.

The Rams then fell behind San

Francisco by 14 points in the sec-

ond half, and they still trailed by

double digits midway through the

fourth quarter.

Although Matthew Stafford has

seen plenty of crazy stuff in his 16

years in pro football, the Rams’

thrilling 27-24 comeback victory

ranks way up there — both for the

way it happened, and for the heart

his team showed in grim circum-

stances.

“I’m not into improbable, prob-

able,” Stafford said. “NFL is an

improbable business, I’ll tell you

that much. You never know what’s

gonna happen week in and week

out. You’ve got to go out there and

earn it and prove it, and we did

that.”

Kyren Williams rushed 4 yards

to score his third touchdown of the

day with 1:51 remaining, and Josh-

ua Karty hit a 37-yard field goal

with 2 seconds left to complete the

dramatic rally by Los Angeles,

which outscored San Francisco

20-3 in the final 19 minutes.

The Rams (1-2) matched their

franchise’s biggest second-half

comeback victory since 2006

while earning their second

straight win over the 49ers (1-2)

after losing nine of the NFC West

archrivals’ previous 10 meetings.

Williams caught a TD pass and

rushed for two scores for the

Rams, who avoided their first 0-3

start under Sean McVay in re-

markable fashion. Stafford passed

for 221 yards, and Tutu Atwell had

four catches for 93 yards.

“I think there are the games

where you bring just a little bit

more juice,” Williams said. “Just

the games where you can’t wait to

play, when everybody’s doubting

you and everybody’s (saying),

‘There’s no way the Rams are gon-

na win. The Rams are gonna start

0-3.’ We feel it for sure, but it’s

something that fuels us.”

Jauan Jennings set career highs

with 11 catches for 175 yards and

three touchdowns for the 49ers,

who blew a lead of at least 14

points for the first time since 2018.

While the Rams have salvaged

hope for their season, the defend-

ing NFC champions were left flus-

tered, frustrated — and under .500

for the first time since Brock Pur-

dy became their starting quarter-

back in 2022.

The Niners led 24-14 midway

through the fourth quarter, but

Jake Moody missed a 55-yard

field-goal attempt for San Francis-

co with 2:43 to play. 

Stafford hit Atwell for a 50-yard

completion to the San Francisco 5,

and Williams took it in two plays

later.

Ronnie Bell then dropped a long

pass with 1:02 left that would have

put San Francisco in field-goal

range, and Xavier Smith — elevat-

ed from the Rams’ practice squad

for this game — took his first ca-

reer punt return 38 yards to mid-

field.

A 25-yard pass interference

penalty against linebacker De-

’Vondre Campbell put the Rams in

range, and their rookie kicker bur-

ied the kick.

San Francisco threw several lat-

erals after time expired, but the fi-

nal play died on the Rams’ side-

line.

Purdy passed for 292 yards in

the Super Bowl favorites’ second

straight road loss after falling at

Minnesota last week.

Both teams were missing most

of their top offensive playmakers

due to injury. The 49ers played

without Christian McCaffrey,

Deebo Samuel and George Kittle,

while the Rams were without

Cooper Kupp, Puka Nacua and

Tyler Higbee.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY LANDIS/AP 

Los Angeles Rams running back Kyren Williams, right, runs for a touchdown during the second half of
Sunday’s game against the San Francisco 49ers in Inglewood, Calif. Williams scored three touchdowns.

Rams rally from 14 down
to stun 49ers on late FG

BY GREG BEACHAM

Associated Press

Rams quarterback Matthew
Stafford completed 16 of 25
passes for 221 yards and a TD.

ATLANTA — Patrick Mahomes

knows he must get better. 

Not to worry. 

Thanks to a couple of stifling

stands from Kansas City’s de-

fense, the two-time reigning Su-

per Bowl champs are still unbeat-

en.

Mahomes shook off another in-

terception to throw a pair of touch-

down passes and the Chiefs de-

fense stopped Atlanta twice on

fourth down in the closing min-

utes, preserving a 22-17 victory

over the Falcons on Sunday night.

“It helps when you have a de-

fense that’s been in those mo-

ments before and is able to make

those big plays,” Mahomes said.

“It’s a team game and we’re win-

ning games and I feel like we’re

gonna start getting better and bet-

ter each and every week.”

The Chiefs (3-0) have been far

from perfect, that’s for sure — Ma-

homes points to himself more than

anyone — but their record has re-

mained unblemished by a com-

bined 13 points.

Coming off an upset victory at

Philadelphia, the Falcons (1-2)

had a couple of shots at the go-

ahead touchdown in the closing

minutes. 

Kirk Cousins threw a pair of in-

completions in the end zone from

the Chiefs 6 after the Falcons

passed up a shot at a field goal with

just over 4 minutes remaining.

Atlanta got the ball back, drove

down the field with help from a

couple of penalties, and had third-

and-1 at the Kansas City 13. Tyler

Allgeier was stuffed for no gain

and Bijan Robinson was thrown

for a 3-yard loss by Nick Bolton on

fourth down with less than a min-

ute remaining.

Bolton said he recognized what

play the Falcons were running be-

fore they snapped the ball.

“Trust my keys, trust my eyes,

trust the play call we had,” he said.

“I already knew where I was go-

ing.”

Mahomes threw for 217 yards,

including scoring throws to Rash-

ee Rice and JuJu Smith-Schuster,

and Harrison Butker booted three

field goals for the Chiefs.

Cousins was 20-for-29 for 230

yards with a 13-yard touchdown

pass to Drake London and a 50-

yard completion to Kyle Pitts that

set up Robinson’s 1-yard scoring

run.

“I feel like we’ve left a lot of op-

portunities out there on the field,”

Cousins said. “I look forward to

getting better.”

Riding the momentum from

their last-minute stunner at Phila-

delphia, the Falcons took the

opening kickoff and quickly drove

70 yards for a touchdown.

Cousins completed all five of his

passes for 66 yards, including a 14-

yard scoring toss to London —

who also caught the winning score

against the Eagles. London wound

up all alone in the end zone on a

busted coverage by the Chiefs.

Mahomes bounced back from

his fourth interception of the sea-

son to take Kansas City on a 13-

play, 79-yard drive that ended

with a 13-yard touchdown pass to

Rice.

The Falcons reclaimed the lead

on Robinson’s 1-yard touchdown

run, which was set up by Cousins’

50-yard pass to Kyle Pitts.

But Atlanta’s offensive line took

a pair of hits when right tackle Ka-

leb McGary and center Drew Dal-

man both went out with injuries.

With a pair of backups joining

their ranks, the guys up front

struggled to keep the pressure off

Cousins, who was sacked twice

and hit 10 more times as he threw,

spending much of the night pick-

ing himself up off the turf at Mer-

cedes-Benz Stadium.

DANNY KARNIK/AP 

Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Rashee Rice scores after a 13-yard
reception during the first half Sunday against the Falcons in Atlanta.

KC defense helps
turn back Atlanta

BY PAUL NEWBERRY

Associated Press
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S
ix NFL teams saved their season on Sunday

by earning their first win.

That’s no overstatement considering only

six teams since 1979 have made the playoffs

after starting 0-3, including just one since 2000, and

none have won a Super Bowl.

After the Ravens, Rams, Broncos, Colts, Giants

and Panthers avoided that dreaded start, only the Ti-

tans are 0-3. The Jaguars and Bengals were winless

going into Monday night. Jacksonville played at Buf-

falo (2-0). Cincinnati hosted Washington (1-1).

Four of the six first-time winners on Sunday played

on the road, including Lamar Jackson and the Rav-

ens. They beat Dallas 28-25, holding on after Dak

Prescott rallied the Cowboys back from a 22-point

deficit in the fourth quarter.

The Ravens had the best record in the NFL last

year but that didn’t matter when they blew a double-

digit lead in their home opener against the Raiders

last week.

Facing a defense that was dominated by New Or-

leans in Week 2, Jackson, Derrick Henry and the rest

of Baltimore’s offense clicked. They scored four

touchdowns on the first six possessions and built a

comfortable lead.

“To be honest, every game is a big game for us, be-

cause we’re trying to get somewhere,” said Jackson,

who played like the reigning NFL MVP. “We’ve got to

win these games to get to the playoffs, man, and win

these playoff games to get to the Super Bowl. But it

starts with the game that’s in front of us. So, the 0-2

start, we didn’t want that to happen. Obviously, it’s 

JULIO CORTEZ/AP 

Baltimore Ravens running back Derrick Henry picks up yards as the Cowboys’ Jourdan Lewis, left, and Donovan Wilson try to bring him down Sunday in Arlington, Texas.

CHRIS O’MEARA/AP 

Broncos quarterback Bo Nix scrambles as he looks for a receiver
during the first half Sunday against the Buccaneers in Tampa, Fla.

Winless no more
6 teams avoid 0-3 start, unlikely playoff odds

BY ROB MAADDI

Associated Press
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