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TOKYO — U.S. Space Com-

mand’s new leader warned of

China’s rapidly advancing space

capabilities this week following

meetings with his South Korean

and Japanese counterparts. 

“We’re seriously focused at

U.S. Space Command on our pac-

ing challenge, which is the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China,” Space

Force Gen. Stephen Whiting told

reporters during an online press

conference from Japan’s capital

Wednesday.

The Tokyo stop was part of a

tour that has included visits to

South Korea and U.S. Indo-Pacif-

ic Command in Hawaii.

Beijing is “moving at breath-

taking speed in space,” Whiting

said, noting that China is rapidly

developing a range of counter-

space weapons that threaten

American space capabilities.

“They’re also using space to

make their terrestrial forces —

their army, their navy, their ma-

rine corps, their air force — more

precise, more lethal and more

far-ranging,” he said.

General warns 
of China’s rapid
space advances 

BY SETH ROBSON

Stars and Stripes

AKIFUMI ISHIKAWA/Stars and Stripes 

The new leader of U.S. Space
Command, Space Force Gen.
Stephen Whiting, visits Japan’s
Ministry of Defense in Tokyo on
Wednesday. 

SEE CHINA ON PAGE 7

There has been no final decision on whether

all U.S. troops will leave Niger and Chad, two

African countries that are integral to the mil-

itary’s efforts to counter violent extremist or-

ganizations across the Sahel region, a top U.S.

military official told The Associated Press on

Wednesday. 

Niger’s ruling junta ended an agreement last

month that allows U.S. troops to operate in the

West African country. The State Department

said Wednesday night that U.S. and Nigerien

officials would meet Thurs-

day in the capital, Niamey,

“to initiate discussions on an

orderly and responsible with-

drawal of U.S. forces.”

That meeting comes as the

two countries have been “un-

able to reach an understand-

ing” to continue cooperation

“in a manner that addresses the needs and

concerns of each side,” State Department

spokesman Matthew Miller said.

The government of neighboring Chad in re-

cent days also has questioned its agreement

with the U.S., Joint Chiefs Vice Chairman

Adm. Christopher Grady, the nation’s second-

highest-ranking military officer, said in an in-

terview. 

The agreements allow the U.S. to conduct

critical counterterrorism operations within

the countries’ borders and have supported mil-

itary partner training in both nations. The re-

versals have prompted concern that U.S. influ-

ence in Africa is losing ground to overtures 

ROSE GUDEX/U.S. Air Force

U.S. members of the base honor guard present the American and Nigerien flags during a Veterans Day ceremony at Air Base 201, in Agadez,
Niger, on Nov. 11. Niger’s ruling junta ended an agreement last month that allows U.S. troops to operate in the West African country. 

Not closing door on Niger, Chad
Top US official: No final decision on all troops leaving counterterrorism footholds

BY TARA COPP

Associated Press 

Grady

SEE NIGER ON PAGE 3
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BUSINESS/WEATHER

DETROIT — Ford Motor Co.’s

first-quarter net income fell 24%

from a year ago as the company’s

combustion engine vehicle unit

saw revenue and sales decline.

The Dearborn, Mich., automak-

er said Wednesday it made $1.33

billion from January through

March, compared with $1.76 bil-

lion a year earlier.

Excluding one-time items, Ford

made 49 cents per share, enough

to beat analyst estimates of 43

cents, according to FactSet.

Revenue for the quarter was up

3.2% to $42.78 billion, but that fell

short of Wall Street estimates of

$42.93 billion. 

Ford Blue, the combustion en-

gine unit, made $905 million be-

fore taxes, down $1.7 billion from a

year ago. Revenue was down 13%.

The company blamed the declines

on lower inventories and selection

of F-150 pickups due to updating

factories for a new model.

Chief Financial Officer John

Lawler told reporters Wednesday

that Ford will recover sales vol-

ume and selection later in the

year, positioning the company for

strong earnings. 

Ford Pro, the commercial veh-

icle unit, offset some of the de-

cline, posting pretax earnings of

just over $3 billion, more than dou-

ble the same period last year. Pro

revenue was up 36%.

“We’re very profitable now, but

we believe that this business will

be profitable and durable for

many years to come,” CEO Jim

Farley said of the commercial

unit.

Ford’s 1Q falls 24% amid combustion engine decline
Associated Press
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Military rates

Euro costs (April 26) $1.04
British pound (April 26) $1.22
Japanese yen (April 26) 151.00
South Korean won (April 26) 1344.00

Commercial rates

Bahrain (Dinar) 0.3769
Britain (Pound) 1.2474
Canada (Dollar) 1.3724
China (Yuan) 7.2464
Denmark (Krone) 6.9691
Egypt (Pound) 47.9019
Euro 0.9345
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.8299
Hungary (Forint) 367.78
Israel (Shekel) 3.8041
Japan (Yen) 155.65
Kuwait (Dinar) 0.3080

Norway (Krone) 11.0064

Philippines (Peso) 57.87
Poland (Zloty) 4.04
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7507
Singapore (Dollar) 1.3620
South Korea (Won) 1379.31

Switzerland (Franc) 0.9152
Thailand (Baht) 37.10
Turkey (NewLira) 32.5468

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country of issuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates are interbank rates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

INTEREST RATES

Prime rate 8.50
Interest Rates Discount rate 6.00
Federal funds market rate 5.33
3-month bill 5.40
30-year bond 4.78

EXCHANGE RATES
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from Russia and China. 

“We are all trying to establish

ourselves as the partner of

choice,” Grady said. “It’s up to us

to establish why we think our part-

nership with them is important.

We certainly want to be there. We

want to help them, we want to em-

power them, we want to do things

by, with and through (them).” 

While U.S. officials said Satur-

day that the military would begin

plans to withdraw troops from

Niger, they said discussions on a

new agreement were ongoing. 

“There’s still negotiations un-

derway,” Grady said. “I don’t be-

lieve there is a final decision on

disposition of U.S. forces there.” 

Relations have frayed between

Niger and Western countries

since mutinous soldiers ousted

the country’s democratically

elected president in July. Niger’s

junta has since told French forces

to leave and turned instead to Rus-

sia for security. Earlier this

month, Russian military trainers

arrived to reinforce the country’s

air defenses and with Russian

equipment to train Nigeriens to

use.

The government of Chad also

recently requested that U.S. forc-

es leave, and officials from the

State Department, U.S. Africa

Command and the Pentagon will

work to make the case for U.S.

forces to stay, Grady said. 

“The team has got to get on the

ground there and work it

through,” Grady said.

He said that if both countries ul-

timately decide the U.S. cannot re-

main there, the military will have

to look for alternatives to run

counterterrorism missions across

the Sahel, a vast region south of

the Sahara Desert. 

“If we are asked to leave, and af-

ter negotiations that’s the way it

plays out, then we are going to

have to recalculate and figure out

a new way to do it,” Grady said. 

Niger: Russian military trainers arrived in Niger this month to provide security
FROM PAGE 1

MILITARY

SPANGDAHLEM AIR BASE,

Germany — Airmen at this F-16

fighter wing installation in rural

southwestern Germany are learn-

ing how to safely receive and re-

launch an aircraft exposed to nucle-

ar radiation.

Held over three days this week

and led by American instructors,

Radiant Falcon was the first exer-

cise of its kind held at Spangdahlem. 

Classroom lessons on Tuesday

were followed by a dress rehearsal

Wednesday. Airmen were covered

from head to toe in yellow protective

suits, rubber boots, gloves and a gas

mask.

The airplane has been exposed to

some type of radiation and is return-

ing to a deployed location, Staff Sgt.

Donel Wanton, a bioenvironmental

engineer for the 52nd Fighter Wing,

said in summarizing the exercise

scenario. 

The response involved more than

30 airmen from various career

fields, including emergency respon-

ders, medical personnel, refuelers,

aircraft equipment handlers, weap-

ons crews and maintainers. 

The array of specialties showed

the Air Force’s emphasis on having

airmen be able to quickly deploy in

small groups and do multiple jobs,

Spangdahlem officials said.

Electronic personal dosimeters,

about the size of a credit card, were

clipped to their suits to monitor indi-

vidual radiation exposure, and other

tools detected the level of radioac-

tive particles in the air and on the air-

craft. The job is to check the pilot, en-

sure that the airmen recovering the

aircraft are protected and decon-

taminate the plane, Wanton said.

Airmen began putting on the suits

when they were told the plane was

about 20 minutes out. Some imagi-

nation was required, as the F-16 was

already parked next to them inside a

hardened aircraft shell.

Under the scenario, adversaries

had used tactical nuclear weapons

against allies. A counterstrike mis-

sion may have flown through radio-

active material, explained Joe Po-

taczek, one of two instructors from

Alliance Solutions Group in New-

port News, Va.

“The idea is ‘How does the Air

Force continue the mission?’ ” he

said. “How do we keep the aircraft

flying and keep the people safe at the

same time?”

The exercise wasn’t tied to cur-

rent events in Europe or elsewhere,

Spangdahlem officials said.

Wanton said the training can ap-

ply to a variety of situations, such as

radiation exposure from a nuclear

plant accident, like the one in Fu-

kushima, Japan, following the 2011

earthquake and tsunami.

Potaczek’s organization has con-

ducted similar exercises with mo-

bility and fighter units in the U.S.,

particularly with Air Mobility Com-

mand and Air Combat Command.

But the training is relatively new in

Europe. U.S. Air Forces in Europe –

Air Forces Africa’s first Radiant

Falcon was held a year ago at Ram-

stein, officials said.

The company’s instructors have

also been to Aviano Air Base in Italy

and plan to conduct similar training

at England’s RAF Lakenheath next

month, Potaczek said.

For the Spangdahlem exercise,

airmen entered data into an Excel

spreadsheet and calculated hypo-

thetical radiation exposure. That in-

formation allows commanders to

gauge risks, Wanton said.

With gas masks on, airmen

learned how to communicate with

hand signals, such as tapping on

their head if they felt ill.

Maintainers had to carefully in-

spect the plane’s air intake, looking

for nicks or dents on the engine

blades, said Tech. Sgt. Kayla Brad-

ford, a phase dock inspection chief

at Spangdahlem.

“That would mean that some-

thing got sucked up in there” that

could be contaminated, such as a

bird, sand or rocks, she said, adding

that such damage might indicate

that the plane needs a new engine. 

Airmen drill on redeploying radioactive plane
Specialties converge
for Radiant Falcon

PHOTOS BY ALEXANDER RIEDEL/Stars and Stripes 

Staff Sgt. Christopher Richardson, left, and Airman 1st Class Jason Trinh check F-16 maintainers for
radiation exposure during exercise Radiant Falcon on Thursday, at Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany.

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN

Stars and Stripes 

Tech. Sgt. Kayla Bradford waits
for a radiological assessment on
an F-16 Fighting Falcon during
exercise Radiant Falcon.

An Air Force C-130J Super Hercules from

Texas recently set a new endurance standard

on a one-stop, daylong flight halfway around

the globe to Guam.

The 26-hour, 33-minute flight on April 18

from Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, to Ander-

sen Air Force Base, Guam, with one refueling

stop in Hawaii, was a maximum endurance

feat that established the Super Hercules as fit

for marathon operations, according to a news

release from the 7th Bomb Wing.

Designated Hazard Leap, the 317th Airlift

Wing mission was the first of its kind in Air

Mobility Command history by a C-130J

equipped with external fuel tanks, the release

said.

The mission was flown by two aircrews

with the 40th Airlift Squadron, according to

the Air Force.

The squadron’s C-130Js are not equipped

for aerial refueling but can carry two external

tanks, Tech. Sgt. Dana Cable, a spokeswoman

for the 7th Bomb Wing, said by email

Wednesday.

The tanks not only allow the Super Her-

cules to fly farther, they deliver a fuel supply

for other aircraft at its destination, Capt. An-

na Santori, a Hazard Leap pilot, said in the re-

lease.

“The external tanks have new capabilities

for us, allowing us to fly farther without re-

fueling,” she said. “It gives us about 17,000

pounds of fuel, which translates to roughly

four extra hours of flying.”

The preflight preparation involved careful

planning of the flight route, analyzing wind

patterns and devising contingency plans for

unforeseen circumstances such as thunder-

storms or modified flight paths, Santori said.

“Crews began shifting their circadian

rhythm 48 hours prior to departure,” 2nd Lt.

Cyan Brown, also with the 7th Bomb Wing,

said by email Wednesday.

While in the region, the aircraft and crews

will participate in the Balikatan exercise in

the Philippines, according to the release.

They will focus on deploying forward area

and refueling point equipment and flying

Marines from Lal-Lo to Batan Island in the

Luzon Strait near Taiwan, Brown said. 

The aircraft will return to Guam without

needing to refuel, proving that the C-130J can

maneuver between the second and first is-

land chains with a minimal footprint and the

need for robust ground services, Brown said.

The island chains are successive geographic

barriers between China and the Pacific

Ocean.

Super Hercules makes USAF history with Texas-Guam flight
BY JONATHAN SNYDER

Stars and Stripes
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More than 4,500 soldiers said in

a survey that they have experi-

enced sexual harassment in the

Army but less than 100 filed a for-

mal complaint, according to a re-

view released Wednesday by the

Pentagon’s top internal investiga-

tor.

The review conducted by the

Defense Department inspector

general said an anonymous Army

survey of more than 27,000 sol-

diers found 4,674 had experienced

or witnessed sexual harassment in

the ranks. But the service report-

ed only 73 formal complaints of

sexual harassment were received

between January 2021 and Janu-

ary 2023, according to the review.

Defense Department Inspector

General Robert Storch said in a

statement that the large differ-

ence in perceived incidents and

reported incidents was due to the

Army’s failure to use and under-

stand surveys and reports on the

problem.

“Sexual harassment, bullying,

and hazing should not be tolerated

under any circumstances,” he

said.

The review focused on eight bri-

gades at two garrisons — Fort Ca-

vazos, Texas, and Fort Liberty,

N.C. However, the recommenda-

tions are for all Army installations

and units.

The review concluded the Army

was missing the significance of

the gap and whether the sexual

harassment reporting system was

too confusing or cumbersome.

“[The Army] may miss opportu-

nities to identify possible barriers

to reporting,” according to the IG

report.

The Pentagon review focused

on how Army brigade command-

ers use two tools: The Defense Or-

ganizational Climate Survey,

which asks soldiers anonymously

for their opinions on a wide range

of topics on Army life, including

sexual harassment, and Com-

mand Climate Assessments,

which are reports by commanders

that take surveys and filed com-

plaints into account in determin-

ing the level of perceived prob-

lems within their ranks. 

The review found commanders

failed to compare year-over-year

results on the climate survey to es-

tablish trends. Questions on hazi-

ng and bullying were often omit-

ted. 

The climate assessments were

drawn up without a proper under-

standing of what the results of the

surveys meant and what the

trends identified as issues within

each command.

As a result of the review, inves-

tigators recommended: 

Senior Army leaders ensure

brigade commanders compare

year-over-year results of the cli-

mate surveys.

Commanders need to identi-

fy harassment risk factors in their

Command Climate Assessment

action plans.

Command Climate Action

plans need to be more specific in

how they will implement “objec-

tives, goals, and milestones.”

Plans should list the names

and ranks of specific individual of-

ficers and others responsible for

implementing initiatives.

Plans should identify and im-

plement ways to remove any bar-

riers that might keep soldiers

from filing complaints about al-

leged mistreatment. 

The review also recommended

a higher level of responsibility

within the Army’s civilian and

uniformed leadership to ensure

policies are followed and plans

implemented.

The IG report recommended

the assistant secretary of the Ar-

my for manpower and reserve af-

fairs coordinate the implementa-

tion of the recommendations with

the deputy chief of staff, G-9 (in-

stallations).

Agnes Gereben Schaefer and

Lt. Gen. Kevin Vereen hold those

positions now.

The G-9 is responsible for hous-

ing, military construction, infras-

tructure investment, child care,

energy and water security, resi-

lience and sustainability, and en-

vironmental management and

stewardship.

IG finds lack of reported harassment claims 
BY GARY WARNER

Stars and Stripes

A former Air Force officer

who pleaded guilty to animal

crushing charges after crowd-

funding graphic videos of mon-

keys being tortured and killed

was sentenced this week to four

years in prison, the Justice De-

partment said.

David Christopher Noble, 48,

also will require supervision for

three years after release as part

of the sentence handed down

Wednesday in Oregon federal

court.

“David Noble’s depraved ac-

tions not only inflicted unspeak-

able agony upon innocent crea-

tures but also tainted the very

essence of humanity’s moral fi-

ber,” Robert Hammer, special

agent for the Department of

Homeland Security, said in a

statement Wednesday.

He pleaded guilty in January

after investigators found that his

phone contained about 50 animal

abuse videos, which prosecutors

described as “stomach-churn-

ing” and “horrific,” a govern-

ment memo in June said.

Prosecutors said Noble admin-

istered an online group in which

for at least a year, members

pooled funds to produce, brain-

storm and share videos showing

the torture and killing of mon-

keys in Indonesia. 

The Indonesian videographers

who helped produce the videos

most likely would not have done

so without the funding and en-

couragement of Noble and oth-

ers in the group, authorities

said. 

As the administrator of the

group, Noble under the moniker

of “Bones” decided on the ad-

mission of new members,

changed the forum’s name to

evade detection, used his control

to remove members who were

perceived to be “liabilities,” an

indictment against him said. 

In one instance, Noble sent

money to fund a 10-minute video

in which an infant monkey was

slowly tortured and mutilated,

prosecutors in Las Vegas said in

a memo. 

The DOJ statement gives No-

ble’s place of residence as Prine-

ville, Ore., but he moved to the

Las Vegas area after police

searched his home, according to

the Las Vegas Review-Journal.

He was arrested in Henderson,

Nev., in June, the Justice De-

partment said.

After the video was posted to

the group, Noble expressed ap-

proval and sent additional mon-

ey as a tip, the memo said. 

In one message cited by pros-

ecutors in Las Vegas, he wrote,

“I love the screams as his bones

are shattered over and over!” 

Authorities also found months

of chat messages related to the

videos, according to a grand jury

indictment of Noble in May. 

Noble served six months in

military detention and was dis-

missed from the Air Force in

2006 after being court-martialed

for fraud and an unprofessional

relationship, prosecutors said.

The DOJ did not list his rank at

the time of his expulsion.

Veteran sentenced to 
prison time for funding 
monkey torture videos

BY J.P. LAWRENCE

Stars and Stripes 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — One of

the two pilots of a vintage military

plane that was delivering heating oil

to a remote Alaska Native village re-

ported a fire on board shortly before

the aircraft crashed and burned out-

side Fairbanks, killing both of them

and leaving debris over a wide area,

afederal transportation official said

Wednesday.

The pilot made radio contact

about the in-flight emergency short-

ly after taking off Tuesday, said Clint

Johnson, head of the National

Transportation Safety Board’s Alas-

ka regional office. They were at-

tempting to return to Fairbanks In-

ternational Airport when they lost

contact, he said.

The C54D-DC airplane — a mili-

tary version of the World War II-era

Douglas DC-4 aircraft — crashed

about 7 miles outside Fairbanks. It

hit a steep hill, slid down an embank-

ment to the bank of the Tanana Riv-

er and burst into flames. No survi-

vors were found, according to Alas-

ka State Troopers.

Troopers said recovery efforts re-

sumed Wednesday with the aid of

cadaver dogs, but they noted that

thin ice and open water on the river

were making their efforts difficult.

The pilots’ names have not been re-

leased.

The partial remains that have

been recovered will be sent to the

State Medical Examiner’s Office in

Anchorage for identification, troop-

ers said.

The roughly 80-year-old plane

departed Fairbanks just before 10

a.m., loaded with 3,200 gallons of

heating oil destined for Kobuk, an

Inupiat village of less than 200 peo-

ple located about 300 miles north-

west of Fairbanks.

Mike Emers was working in his

office at Rosie Creek Farm, the only

outdoor cannabis farm in Alaska,

when he heard an explosion, looked

out the window and saw the plane on

fire.

“I knew it was going down. I just

didn’t know where,” he said.

Video from farm security came-

ras showed the aircraft flying until

one of its four engines — the one

closest to the fuselage — exploded.

The plane then banked and plum-

meted.

GARY CONTENTO/AP 

Smoke rises after a Douglas C-54 Skymaster plane crashed into the Tanana River outside Fairbanks,
Alaska, on Tuesday.

Pilot reported fire on vintage
plane, tried to return to airport 

BY MARK THIESSEN

Associated Press 
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MIDEAST

ISTANBUL — A top Hamas political offi-

cial told The Associated Press the Islamic mil-

itant group is willing to agree to a truce of five

years or more with Israel and that it would lay

down its weapons and convert into a political

party if an independent Palestinian state is es-

tablished along pre-1967 borders.

The comments by Khalil al-Hayya in an in-

terview Wednesday came amid a stalemate in

months of talks for a cease-fire in Gaza. The

suggestion that Hamas would disarm ap-

peared to be a significant concession by the

militant group officially committed to Israel’s

destruction. 

But it’s unlikely Israel would consider such

a scenario. It has vowed to crush Hamas fol-

lowing the deadly Oct. 7 attacks that triggered

the war, and its current leadership is ada-

mantly opposed to the creation of a Palestinian

state on lands Israel captured in the 1967 Mid-

east war.

Al-Hayya, a high-ranking Hamas official

who has represented the Palestinian militants

in negotiations for a cease-fire and hostage ex-

change, struck a sometimes defiant and other

times conciliatory tone.

Speaking to the AP in Istanbul, Al-Hayya

said Hamas wants to join the Palestine Liber-

ation Organization, headed by the rival Fatah

faction, to form a unified government for Gaza

and the West Bank. He said Hamas would ac-

cept “a fully sovereign Palestinian state in the

West Bank and Gaza Strip and the return of

Palestinian refugees in accordance with the

international resolutions,” along Israel’s

pre-1967 borders.

If that happens, he said, the group’s military

wing would dissolve.

“All the experiences of people who fought

against occupiers, when they became inde-

pendent and obtained their rights and their

state, what have these forces done? They have

turned into political parties and their defend-

ing fighting forces have turned into the nation-

al army,” he said.

Over the years, Hamas has sometimes mod-

erated its public position with respect to the

possibility of a Palestinian state alongside Is-

rael. But its political program still officially

“rejects any alternative to the full liberation of

Palestine, from the river to the sea” — refer-

ring to the area reaching from the Jordan Riv-

er to the Mediterranean Sea, which includes

lands that now make up Israel.

Al-Hayya did not say whether his apparent

embrace of a two-state solution would amount

to an end to the Palestinian conflict with Israel

or an interim step toward the group’s stated

goal of destroying Israel.

There was no immediate reaction from Is-

rael or the Palestinian Authority, the interna-

tionally recognized self-ruled government

that Hamas drove out when it seized Gaza in

2007, a year after winning Palestinian parlia-

mentary elections. After the Hamas takeover

of Gaza, the Palestinian Authority was left

with administering semi-autonomous pock-

ets of the Israeli-occupied West Bank.

The Palestinian Authority hopes to estab-

lish an independent state in the West Bank,

east Jerusalem and Gaza — areas captured by

Israel in the 1967 Mideast war. While the inter-

national community overwhelmingly sup-

ports such a two-state solution, Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s hard-line

government rejects it.

The war in Gaza has dragged on for nearly

seven months and cease-fire negotiations

have stalled. The war began with the deadly

Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel in which Ha-

mas-led militants killed about 1,200 people.

Militants dragged some 250 hostages into the

enclave. The ensuing Israeli bombardment

and ground offensive in Gaza has killed more

than 34,000 Palestinians, according to local

health authorities.

Israel says it has dismantled most of the ini-

tial two dozen Hamas battalions since the start

of the war, but that the four remaining ones are

holed up in the southern city of Rafah. Israel

argues that a Rafah offensive is necessary to

achieve victory over Hamas.

Al-Hayya said such an offensive would not

succeed in destroying Hamas. He said con-

tacts between the political leadership outside

and military leadership inside Gaza are “unin-

terrupted” by the war and “contacts, decisions

and directions are made in consultation” be-

tween the two groups.

Israeli forces “have not destroyed more

than 20% of (Hamas’) capabilities, neither hu-

man nor in the field,” he asserted. “If they can’t

finish (Hamas) off, what is the solution? The

solution is to go to consensus.”

Hamas official: Truce, Palestinian state linked
BY ABBY SEWELL

Associated Press

KHALIL HAMRA/AP

Khalil al-Hayya, a high-ranking Hamas official who has represented it in negotiations for a
cease-fire and hostage exchange, sits in front of a backdrop with a photograph of the old
city of Jerusalem during an interview Wednesday for The Associated Press, in Istanbul.

JERUSALEM — The building of a new port in the Ga-

za Strip ahead of a U.S. military-led operation to bring

more desperately needed food and other aid into the be-

sieged enclave as Israel’s war on Hamas grinds on is

well underway, according to satellite images analyzed

Thursday by The Associated Press. 

The construction appears to have been moving

quickly over the last two weeks, judging from the imag-

es, and some officials say the port could become ready

as early as a week from now.

The port sits just southwest of Gaza City, which once

was the territory’s most-populous area before the Israe-

li ground offensive rolled through, pushing over 1 mil-

lion people south toward the town of Rafah on the Egyp-

tian border. Its construction comes as Israel faces wide-

spread international criticism over the slow trickle of

aid into the area, where the United Nations says at least

a quarter of the population sits on the brink of starva-

tion. 

However, the site has already been targeted by a mil-

itant mortar attack, according to the Israeli military. An

official from the Hamas militant group that has run Ga-

za since 2007 has warned that any foreign military pres-

ence at the pier would be target for attack — potentially

complicating the aid efforts even further. 

The satellite pictures, taken by Planet Labs PBC,

show that heavy construction at the site started over two

weeks ago. The area sits just north of a road bisecting

Gaza that the Israeli military built during the fighting.

AU.N. official, speaking on condition of anonymity to

discuss behind-the-scenes deliberations, said the port

“is directly at the end of the new road the IDF has put in

place.” The official used an acronym for the Israeli mil-

itary. 

Heavy trucks and machinery could be seen in an im-

age taken a week ago by Planet Labs, with the cleared

area appearing even larger in an image taken Wednes-

day. A dirt berm separates the area from nearby build-

ings. Other details correspond to an on-the-ground im-

age of the aid pier seen by the AP. 

The port will likely have three zones — one controlled

by the Israelis where aid from the pier is dropped off,

another where the aid will be transferred, and a third

where Palestinian drivers contracted by the U.N. will

wait to pick up the aid before bringing it to distribution

points, the U.N. official said. 

Still, the official said several sticking points remain

around how the Israelis would handle the port’s secur-

ity. The military is reportedly seeking to install remote-

controlled gun positions, which the U.N. opposes.

Photos show new
port construction
for Gaza aid effort

BY JULIA FRANKEL AND JON GAMBRELL

Associated Press

PLANET LABS PBC/AP

This satellite picture shows construction of a new
aid port near Gaza City, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday.

WASHINGTON — The Navy is

now authorizing combat awards

for sailors serving in the Red Sea

and Gulf of Aden, the service has

announced.

Sailors in the Red Sea and Gulf

of Aden can now receive the Com-

bat Action Ribbon, as well as per-

sonal military decorations that in-

clude “C” and “V” devices for

combat and valor, Navy Secretary

Carlos Del Toro wrote in a memo

released Wednesday.

The Air Medal is authorized on

a strike/flight basis, which is giv-

en for sustained flight operations.

Sailors can also receive personal

military decorations with “R” for

direct hands-on efforts during

combat operations. 

Awards can be issued for inci-

dents dating back to Oct. 19, 2023,

when Iran-backed Houthi rebels

in Yemen began firing anti-ship

missiles and drones over the Red

Sea and Gulf of Aden, according

to the Navy.

On Oct. 19, the USS Carney shot

down cruise missiles and several

drones that were launched by

Houthis.

Since 2014, Houthi rebels have

been involved in a civil war with

the government in Yemen, which

is located on the southwestern

part of the Arabian Peninsula and

shares borders with Saudi Arabia

and Oman. Its coastline runs

along the Red Sea and Gulf of

Aden. 

The Carney’s actions at the time

came amid spiking violence and

attacks in the Middle East in the

two weeks after Hamas militants

launched a surprise assault

against Israel on Oct. 7, killing

more than 1,000 Israelis.

Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, the

commander of the 5th Fleet at the

time, visited the Carney in Janu-

ary to award medals to several

sailors who helped shoot down 14

Houthi drones on Dec. 16. The 5th

Fleet’s area of responsibility in-

cludes the Persian Gulf, Red Sea,

Arabian Sea and parts of the Indi-

an Ocean.

For the latest combat awards,

imminent danger pay is not autho-

rized for the region. The awards

are limited to times when the sail-

or received hostile-fire pay.

Navy authorizes combat
awards for actions in
Red Sea, Gulf of Aden

BY MATTHEW ADAMS

Stars and Stripes 
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KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-

ny — The commander of an Ar-

my air defense unit in Germany

has been fired after just six

months in charge, the service

confirmed Thursday. 

Lt. Col. Eric Ackles took com-

mand of 1st Battalion, 57th Air

Defense Artillery Regiment in

October, when it reactivated in

Ansbach, amid growing concerns

of Russian aggression on the

Continent. 

“A thorough investigation” led

to his termination Monday, ac-

cording to the 10th Army Air and

Missile Defense Command, of

which 1st Battalion is a subordi-

nate. 

“Lt. Col. Ackles was relieved

due to a loss of trust and confi-

dence in his ability to command,”

10AAMDC spokesman Capt. Alec

Watkins said in an email. “We

take all allegations and investiga-

tions seriously.” 

The command didn’t disclose

further details.

Ackles’ removal hasn’t affect-

ed the battalion’s mission, Wat-

kins said, adding that its soldiers

“maintain a high level of readi-

ness.” 

The unit specializes in the

short-range Avenger system,

which uses surface-to-air mis-

siles to shoot down aerial threats.

Two of its three battalions are

based in the Bavarian town of

Ansbach, while the third is in Vi-

cenza, Italy. 

U.S. air defense teams were

rushed into countries on NATO’s

eastern flank following Russia’s

invasion of Ukraine in February

2022 amid fears of the fighting

spilling over into alliance na-

tions.

At a NATO summit in Madrid

a few months later, President Joe

Biden announced the creation of

the 52nd Air Defense Artillery

Brigade, based in Sembach, Ger-

many, to provide command and

control for all Army air and mis-

sile defense forces in Europe. He

also announced that the 1st Bat-

talion would reactivate.

Ackles served in various posi-

tions prior to his most recent

post, including as a platoon lead-

er and battery trainer. 

The Florida native enlisted in

the Air Force in 2002, where he

was certified as an air traffic

control specialist. He transferred

to the Army in 2005, according to

a biography provided at his as-

sumption of command ceremony. 

The military often cites “loss

of confidence” when describing

why commanders are fired, with-

out providing specifics. The rea-

sons can vary from poor perfor-

mance and leadership to factors

unrelated to work. 

Army air defense
commander in
Germany is fired

BY PHILLIP WALTER

WELLMAN

Stars and Stripes
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Army Lt. Col. Eric Ackles speaks at the 1st Battalion, 57th Air Defense Artillery Regiment’s reactivation
ceremony in October at Katterbach Kaserne in Ansbach, Germany.

KADENA AIR BASE, Okinawa

— Air Force officials said 18th

Wing Explosive Ordnance Dispos-

al technicians safely detonated a

500-pound bomb believed to be left

over from World War II Thursday

evening.

The ordnance was discovered

Tuesday by workers building a

home for the 33rd Rescue Squad-

ron and its complement of new

HH-60W Jolly Green II helicop-

ters on Kadena, 18th Wing spokes-

woman Master Sgt. Natasha Stan-

nard said by email Thursday.

Explosive ordnance disposal ex-

perts determined the bomb could

not be “removed or defused in its

condition” and should be detonat-

ed in place, she said. 

“During the operation, mem-

bers from the 18th Civil Engineer

Group, to include Explosive Ord-

nance Disposal technicians and

Pavement and Equipment person-

nel, performed site preparations,

set safety cordons, and properly

disposed of the ordnance, ensuring

the long-term safety of the base

and surrounding community,” ac-

cording to a news release from the

18th Wing Public Affairs office.

Engineers from the 18th Civil

Engineering Group, including

EOD technicians and pavement

and equipment personnel, were

tasked with carrying out the con-

trolled detonation, Stannard said.

Buildings within a 1,574-foot ra-

dius, including 66 people in 34

households, were temporarily

evacuated. Other nearby residents

were asked to stay inside their

houses during the operation.

Japanese police planned to close

Route 58 from the Mizugama in-

tersection to the Kadena rotary.

“Government officials, the local

police and others did a phenome-

nal job. They were great partners

through the entire process,” Brig.

Gen. Nicholas Evans, 18th Wing

commander, said in the release.

Approximately 10,000 tons of

ordnance were dropped on the is-

land during the Battle of Okinawa

between March and September

1945, according to Okinawa pre-

fecture’s General Bureau website.

Air Force detonates WWII-era
bomb discovered on Okinawa

KEISHI KOJA/Stars and Stripes 

A 500-pound unexploded bomb was found at this construction site on
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, on Tuesday.

Stars and Stripes

A Marine died Tuesday during

“routine military operations” at

Camp Pendleton, Calif., the Ma-

rine Corps said in a news release

the next day.

The Marine, who was not identi-

fied, was a member of the Marine

Light Attack Helicopter Training

Squadron 303, Marine Aircraft

Group 39, part of the 3rd Marine

Aircraft Wing. No details of the cir-

cumstances of the death were pro-

vided.

The Corps did not identify the

deceased Marine, citing a policy of

withholding the name until 24

hours after next of kin have been

notified of the death, the news re-

lease states.

It is the second death of a Marine

during training within a week.

Sgt. Colin Arslanbas died April

18 during a late-night training ex-

ercise near Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Arslanbas, 23, was assigned to the

Maritime Special Purpose Force

with the 24th Marine Expedition-

ary Unit.

Two other Marines have died

during training at Pendleton in re-

cent months.

In December, Sgt. Matthew Byl-

ski, 23, died in a rollover accident

while training there. Bylski was an

amphibious combat vehicle crew-

man assigned to Battalion Landing

Team 1/5 of the 15th Marine Expe-

ditionary Unit.

Fourteen other Marines were in

the vehicle, which was on land

when it flipped. None were seri-

ously injured.

In August, Lance Cpl. Joseph

Whaley, 20, died during a live-fire

training exercise at the service’s

infantry school at Pendleton.

The Marine Corps Times re-

ported in September that Whaley

was “fatally injured due to negli-

gent discharge during live-fire

small arms training exercise,” cit-

ing a report by the Naval Safety

Command.

Marine dies during ‘routine military operations’ at Camp Pendleton
BY WYATT OLSON

Stars and Stripes



Friday, April 26, 2024 • S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S • PAGE 7

The general, who took charge

of Space Command in January,

also met Japanese Defense Minis-

ter Minoru Kihara and top mili-

tary leaders.

Whiting held up Japan’s new

Space Operations Group, which

he also visited this week, as an ex-

ample during his talks in Japan

and South Korea.

“Their focus on space domain

awareness along with ours to

keep track of those threats in

space that we see — and many of

those are emanating from China

— has put an impetus on us devel-

oping improved space domain

awareness capability,” he told re-

porters.

Japan is preparing to field a

deep-space radar that will pro-

vide better understanding of

what China is doing in space,

Whiting said.

The U.S. is partnering with Ja-

pan to launch new satellites that

will monitor space from orbit, he

said, adding that he visited a Mit-

subishi satellite factory during his

trip.

Chinese activities on the Moon

are also on Space Command’s ra-

dar.

“Those appear to be explorato-

ry and scientific on the surface,

but the Chinese aren’t very trans-

parent with what they do in

space,” he said. “So, we hope

there’s not a military component

to that, but we would certainly

welcome more transparency.”

Whiting said he’s interested in

having space domain awareness

reach lunar orbit.

“We want to make sure that any

activities that happen on the

Moon are indeed for science pur-

poses and exploration and that no

one is going to the Moon for mil-

itary purposes,” he said.

Space Command operated from

1985 to 2002 and was reestab-

lished in August 2019. It differs

from the Space Force, an inde-

pendent service branch establish-

ed in December 2019.

Space Command guards Amer-

ica’s space assets and protects

U.S. and allied forces from poten-

tial space-enabled attacks, Whit-

ing said.

The U.S. military has been col-

laborating and training in the

space domain with Japan and

South Korea, the general added.

“We find that when we operate

in a unified fashion with our allies

and partners, that builds deter-

rence and ensures that there will

never be a day without space for

our militaries and for our national

populations,” he said.

Whiting was next headed to

Kwajalein Atoll, where the Air

Force recently conducted its first

hypersonic missile test in the

Western Pacific.

China: US, Japan team up
on surveillance satellites
FROM PAGE 1
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SHANGHAI — U.S. Secretary

of State Antony Blinken raised

what the U.S. describes as unfair

Chinese trade practices during his

first full day of meetings in China

on Thursday with local govern-

ment officials in the financial hub

of Shanghai.

Blinken met with the city’s top

official, Communist Party Secre-

tary Chen Jining, and “raised con-

cerns about (Chinese) trade poli-

cies and non-market economic

practices,” the State Department

said in a statement. 

It said he stressed that the U.S.

seeks healthy economic competi-

tion with China and “a level play-

ing field for U.S. workers and

firms operating in China.”

“The two sides reaffirmed the

importance of ties between the

people of the United States and

(China), including the expansion

of exchanges between students,

scholars, and business,” it said. 

China’s multibillion-dollar trade

surplus with the U.S. along with ac-

cusations of intellectual property

theft and other practices seen as

discriminating against U.S. busi-

nesses in China have long been a

source of friction in relations.

China, for its part, has objected

strongly to U.S. accusations of hu-

man rights abuses and Washing-

ton’s support for Taiwan, the self-

governing island that Beijing con-

siders its own territory and warns

could be annexed by force. 

Asked about Blinken’s com-

ments, Chinese Foreign Ministry

spokesperson Wang Wenbin said

China has “always conducted eco-

nomic and trade cooperation in

accordance with market princi-

ples, firmly supported the multi-

lateral trading system, and fully

complied with the rules of the

World Trade Organization.” 

“We hope the U.S. will also ear-

nestly respect the principle of fair

competition, abide by the WTO

rules, and work with China to cre-

ate favorable conditions for the

sound and stable development of

China-U.S. economic and trade

relations,” Wang told reporters at

a daily briefing. 

Blinken also spoke with stu-

dents and business leaders before

flying to Beijing for what are ex-

pected to be contentious talks with

national officials, including For-

eign Minister Wang Yi and possi-

bly President Xi Jinping.

Blinken arrived in Shanghai on

Wednesday shortly before Presi-

dent Joe Biden signed a $95 billion

foreign aid package that has sev-

eral elements likely to anger Beij-

ing, including $8 billion to counter

China’s growing aggressiveness

toward Taiwan and in the South

China Sea. It also seeks to force

TikTok’s China-based parent

company to sell the social media

platform.

China has railed against U.S. as-

sistance to Taiwan and immedi-

ately condemned the aid as a

dangerous provocation. It also

strongly opposes efforts to force

TikTok’s sale.

Still, the fact that Blinken made

the trip — shortly after a conver-

sation between Biden and Xi, a

visit to China by Treasury Secre-

tary Janet Yellen and a call be-

tween the U.S. and Chinese de-

fense chiefs — is a sign the two

sides are at least willing to discuss

their differences.

“I think it’s important to under-

score the value — in fact, the ne-

cessity — of direct engagement, of

speaking to each other, laying out

our differences, which are real,

seeking to work through them,”

Blinken told Chen, according to

the State Department statement.

Chen agreed with that senti-

ment and said the recent Biden-Xi

call had helped the “stable and

healthy development of our two

countries’ relationship.”

“Whether we choose coopera-

tion or confrontation affects the

well-being of both peoples, both

countries, and the future of hu-

manity,” he said.

Blinken raises China trade practices at talks
BY MATTHEW LEE

Associated Press 

MARK SCHIEFELBEIN, POOL/AP 

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, is welcomed by Yang
Tao, Director General of the Department of North American and
Oceanian Affairs of the Foreign Ministry, as he arrived Thursday,
at the Beijing Capital International Airport in Beijing, China.

Discriminatory conduct at De-

fense Department schools is un-

derreported and stronger policies

are needed to better track cases of

bad conduct, DOD investigators

concluded in a new report.

Policy gaps hinder the Depart-

ment of Defense Education Activ-

ity’s ability to identify the extent of

discriminatory actions in its

schools, the report found.

“Discriminatory behavior un-

dermines the values of fairness,

equality, and respect. When dis-

crimination is underreported, it

can perpetuate harmful practices,

erode trust and create a hostile en-

vironment,” the department’s in-

spector general, Robert Storch,

said in a statement released.

DODEA took issue with most of

the IG report, dismissing virtually

all of its findings and recommen-

dations and arguing that the IG

misinterpreted the school sys-

tem’s policies and procedures. 

The findings called on DODEA

to update policies related to the re-

porting, tracking and oversight of

discrimination. The IG also rec-

ommended that schools imple-

ment a policy that requires track-

ing of all informally resolved com-

plaints of discriminatory conduct

in a standardized format. 

The review examined DODEA

databases that track reports of dis-

crimination involving both stu-

dents and personnel. Investiga-

tors looked at data from 2020 to

2023 and found 120 reports of stu-

dent discrimination and seven in-

volving personnel or others asso-

ciated with the schools. The bulk

of the complaints came in 2023,

with 87 student reports. It wasn’t

clear how many of those reports

were substantiated.

The IG said the increase seen in

2023 was likely connected to bet-

ter reporting rather than a rise in

incidents, and it attributed that to

improvements in DODEA’s re-

porting process. 

Still, the spike highlights “the

significant historical underre-

porting of discriminatory conduct

incidents,” the IG said.

The IG also highlighted a 2021

DODEA-administered customer

satisfaction survey completed by

9,718 students. About 11% respon-

ded that they had been made fun

of for the color of their skin, origin

or religion at least once on school

property. 

Those numbers also suggest

possible underreporting, the IG

said. DODEA officials, however,

rejected that argument, saying the

survey didn’t ask whether stu-

dents had reported their experi-

ences to school officials. 

The IG, however, stood by its

findings.

“We found that underreporting

of discriminatory conduct inci-

dents reduced DoDEA’s ability to

prevent and address discrimina-

tory conduct,” the IG said.

DODEA schools push back on probe
faulting discrimination reporting

BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes 
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WASHINGTON — The big U.S.

aid package for Ukraine and other

allies that President Joe Biden

signed Wednesday also allows the

administration to seize Russian

state assets located in the U.S. and

use them for the benefit of Kyiv.

That could mean another $5 bil-

lion in assistance for Ukraine,

coming from Russian Central

Bank holdings that have already

been frozen in the U.S. The sei-

zures would be carried out under

provisions of the REPO Act, short

for the Rebuilding Economic

Prosperity and Opportunity for

Ukrainians Act, that were incor-

porated into the aid bill. 

But it’s not likely the U.S. will

seize the assets without agree-

ment from other members of the

Group of Seven nations and the

European Union. 

The U.S. and its allies immedi-

ately froze $300 billion in Russian

foreign holdings at the start of

Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine.

That money has been sitting un-

tapped — most of it in European

Union nations — as the war grinds

on. But roughly $5 billion of it is lo-

cated in the U.S.

The frozen assets are immobi-

lized and can’t be accessed by

Moscow — but they still belong to

Russia. While governments can

generally freeze property without

difficulty, turning that property

into forfeited assets that can be

sold for the benefit of Ukraine re-

quires an extra layer of judicial

procedure.

The new U.S. law requires the

president and Treasury Depart-

ment to start locating Russian as-

sets in the U.S. within 90 days and

to report back to Congress within

180 days. A month after that peri-

od, the president will be allowed to

“seize, confiscate, transfer, or

vest” any Russian state sovereign

assets, including any interest,

within U.S. jurisdictions. 

But the U.S. wants to keep con-

sulting with global allies and act

together, which is likely to slow

down the process. 

The legislation states that “any

effort by the United States to con-

fiscate and repurpose Russian

sovereign assets” should be done

alongside international allies, in-

cluding the G7, the 27-member

European Union and other nations

as part of a coordinated effort.

The European Union already

has begun to set aside windfall

profits generated from frozen

Russian central bank assets. The

bloc estimates the interest on that

money could provide around $3.3

billion each year.

Still, some European leaders

have expressed hesitation about

moving forward with a plan to

seize Russia’s assets in Europe. 

Critics of the REPO Act say the

weaponization of global finance

against Russia could harm the

U.S. dollar’s standing as the

world’s dominant currency. 

To confiscate Russia’s assets

could prompt nations like China —

the biggest holder of U.S. Treasu-

ries — to determine it is not safe to

keep their reserves in U.S. dollars.

US using seized
Russian assets
comes with risks

BY FATIMA HUSSEIN

Associated Press 

TALLINN, Estonia — A Mos-

cow court on Thursday imposed a

$560 fine on a TV presenter and

actress who gained notoriety for

hosting an “almost naked” party,

saying her social media posts call-

ing for peace discredited the mil-

itary. 

Anastasia Ivleeva sparked an

explosion of public indignation in

the increasingly traditionalist

country when she hosted a party

in December encouraging guests

to wear almost nothing. 

Ivleeva did not appear in court

Thursday for the non-criminal

case, in which she was fined for

two social media posts in the early

days of Russia’s invasion of Uk-

raine. The court found her guilty

of violating a law penalizing re-

marks discrediting the military,

although the law was passed sev-

eral days after the posts. 

Ivleeva became the focus of a

scandal after hosting a bash at a

Moscow nightclub whose invita-

tions stated the dress code as “al-

most naked.” A well-known rap-

per showed up wearing only socks

wrapped around his genitals and

feet.

Conservative legislators and

others unleashed a storm of criti-

cism, contending the images were

unseemly, even unpatriotic, for a

country embroiled in war.

Russia fines actress who
hosted ‘almost naked’ party

Associated Press

WARSAW, Poland — Poland’s

foreign minister on Thursday

called on NATO to increase its de-

fense preparedness and said his

government wants to be at the

center of decision-making in the

European Union, seeking to rees-

tablish the country as a reliable

international partner as the war

in Ukraine rages across the

border.

Setting out his vision for Poland

at the heart of Europe, Radek Si-

korski warned that a Russian at-

tack on NATO would end in de-

feat for Moscow, but NATO must

increase its defenses.

The previous national conser-

vative government in Poland

clashed frequently with the EU,

especially over the rule of law. 

While Warsaw always main-

tained strong ties with the United

States, its influence within the EU

waned under the former govern-

ment.

Arguing that EU membership

brought many benefits, Sikorski

said: “That is why it is so impor-

tant for Poland to return to the

group of countries creating Eu-

rope, and not defending them-

selves against Europe.”

Ahead of the speech, the for-

eign ministry said Sikorski’s vi-

sion was closely aligned with that

of French President Emmanuel

Macron, who was also laying out

his ambitions for Europe to be a

more assertive global power in a

speech on Thursday. 

Senior Polish officials have

welcomed Macron’s outspoken

support for Ukraine but also want

Paris to increase its deliveries of

military aid.

“It is not we — the West — who

should be afraid of a clash with

Putin, but the other way around,”

Sikorski said. “It is worth recall-

ing this, not to increase Russians’

sense of threat, because NATO is

a defense pact, but to show that

an attack by Russia on any of the

Alliance members would inevita-

bly end in its defeat. 

“Russia’s military and econom-

ic potential pales in comparison

to that of the West. If we do not

lack the will, Russia will lose. Pu-

tin’s only hope is our lack of de-

termination.”

Poland lays claim to leadership role
in Europe as war threatens stability

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Ukraine for

the first time has begun using

long-range ballistic missiles pro-

vided secretly by the United

States, bombing a Russian mili-

tary airfield in Crimea last week

and Russian forces in another oc-

cupied area overnight, U.S. offi-

cials said Wednesday.

Long sought by Ukrainian lead-

ers, the new missiles give Ukraine

nearly double the striking dis-

tance — up to 190 miles — that it

had with the midrange version of

the weapon that it received from

the U.S. last October. 

“We’ve already sent some, we

will send more now that we have

additional authority and money,”

White House national security ad-

viser Jake Sullivan said. The addi-

tional ATACMS were included in

a new military aid package signed

by President Joe Biden on

Wednesday.

Biden approved delivery of the

long-range Army Tactical Missile

System, known as ATACMS, in

February, and then in March the

U.S. included a “significant” num-

ber of them in a $300 million aid

package announced, officials said. 

U.S. officials would not provide

the exact number of missiles giv-

en last month or in the latest aid

package, which totals about $1 bil-

lion.

Ukraine has been forced to ra-

tion its weapons and is facing in-

creasing Russian attacks. Ukraine

had been begging for the long-

range system because the missiles

provide a critical ability to strike

Russian targets that are farther

away, allowing Ukrainian forces

to stay safely out of range. 

Information about the delivery

was kept so quiet that lawmakers

and others in recent days have

been demanding that the U.S.

send the weapons — not knowing

they were already in Ukraine. 

Adm. Christopher Grady, vice

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff, said that the White House

and military planners looked

carefully at the risks of providing

long-range fires to Ukraine and

determined that the time was

right to provide them now.

ANDREW DICKSON, U.S. ARMY/AP 

U.S. Army Sgt. Ian Ketterling prepares the crane for loading the Army Tactical Missile System on to the
High Mobility Artillery Rocket System in Queensland, Australia, on July 26.

Ukrainians using missiles secretly
given by US on Russian-held areas

BY LOLITA C. BALDOR

AND TARA COPP

Associated Press 
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AUSTIN, Texas — A federal ju-

ry on Tuesday convicted a Texas

man of wire fraud and money

laundering after he befriended his

victims, told them he was a veter-

an of the Army’s elite Delta Force

and they needed to hand over hun-

dreds of thousands of dollars so he

could protect their children from

being kidnapped by Mexican drug

cartels. 

Saint Jovite Youngblood, aka

Kota Youngblood, 52, was first ar-

rested July 31, after more than a

year of swindling more than

$821,000 from his victims, accord-

ing to court documents. The FBI’s

investigation found at least 22 vic-

tims dating back to 2010 “to whom

Youngblood told intricate stories

of investment opportunities or

dangers posed that were often in-

tertwined and difficult to keep

straight.” 

Youngblood told the people,

who are not named in court docu-

ments, that he was able to provide

protection for them against drug

cartels because of his past mili-

tary experience and the contacts

he had within the National Secur-

ity Agency. He also claimed he

“freelanced for the Department of

Defense” to solve problems

throughout the country. 

Youngblood, who lived in Ma-

nor, a town about 15 miles north-

east of Austin, claimed to serve 22

years in the Army’s 82nd Airborne

Division and Delta Force, which is

primarily devoted to counterter-

rorism operations, such as captur-

ing and killing a high-value target,

breaking up terrorist cells or con-

ducting hostage rescues. 

Yet FBI investigators found no

military service records for him.

With one of Youngblood’s vic-

tims, he would post negative re-

views online that alleged criminal

behavior about the victim’s busi-

nesses. Youngblood told the vic-

tim that it was the cartel’s way of

threatening him and payments

would make the online harass-

ment stop. 

Youngblood had his victims pay

with checks through a business as-

sociate he described as an antique

dealer who commonly deposited

large checks, according to court

records. The payments to protect

their families would double as

business investments and give re-

turns, Youngblood told them. 

He instead gambled the money

away during trips to Las Vegas,

according to court documents.

The FBI arrested Youngblood at

the Austin-Bergstrom Interna-

tional Airport as he planned to de-

part on one of these trips, accord-

ing to KVUE News, a local TV sta-

tion. 

Sentencing for Youngblood is

pending with U.S. District Judge

Robert Pitman in the Western

District of Texas. 

Man claiming to be veteran convicted of wire fraud, money laundering
BY ROSE L. THAYER

Stars and Stripes

AUGUSTA, Maine — Fellow

U.S. Army reservists who wit-

nessed the mental and physical

decline of a colleague who would

commit Maine’s deadliest mass

shooting told a commission inves-

tigating the killings Thursday that

they tried to intervene before the

tragedy.

Six weeks before Robert Card

killed 18 people at a bar and bowl-

ing alley in Lewiston, his best

friend and fellow reservist Sean

Hodgson texted their supervisors,

telling them to change the pass-

code to the gate at their Army Re-

serve training facility and arm

themselves if Card showed up.

The Lewiston killings happened

Oct. 25 — exactly six months prior

to Thursday’s hearing.

“I grieve every day for the many

lives that are lost for no reason and

those that are still affected today,”

Hodgson said prior to testifying

Thursday.

Hodgson told superiors on Sept.

15: “I believe he’s going to snap

and do a mass shooting.” That

message came months after rela-

tives had warned police that Card

had grown paranoid and said they

were concerned about his access

to guns. 

The failure of authorities to re-

move guns from Card’s possession

in the weeks before the shooting

has become the subject of a

monthslong investigation in the

state, which also has passed new

gun safety laws since the tragedy.

Card also was hospitalized in a

psychiatric hospital for two weeks

in July, and the Army barred him

from having weapons while on du-

ty. But aside from briefly staking

out the reserve center and visiting

Card’s home, authorities declined

to confront him. He was found

dead of a self-inflicted gunshot

wound two days after the shoot-

ings.

In an interim report released

last month, the independent com-

mission launched by Gov. Jane

Mills concluded that the Sagada-

hoc County sheriff’s office had

probable cause under Maine’s

“yellow flag” law to take Card into

custody and

seize his guns. It

also criticized

police for not fol-

lowing up with

Hodgson about

his warning text.

On Thursday,

another fellow

reservist, Daryl

Reed, told the commission he wit-

nessed firsthand the mental and

physical decline of a colleague

who went from a “normal guy”

who traded stocks and loved hunt-

ing and being outdoors to becom-

ing paranoid and believing others

were calling him a pedophile. 

Card also acquired expensive

night vision equipment that he

said he used for hunting, Reed

said. Reed said fellow reservists

started to become concerned Card

could become a danger to col-

leagues, and they informed their

superiors.

The commission also heard

from the state’s director of victim

witnesses services, and more Ar-

my personnel were expected to

testify. 

Cara Cookson, director of vic-

tim services for the Maine Office

of the Attorney General, de-

scribed through tears the daunt-

ing task of responding to the enor-

mity of the tragedy with a “patch-

work of resources.”

Fellow reservists
say they warned
of killer’s decline

BY DAVID SHARP

AND PATRICK WHITTLE

Associated Press 

Card
NEW YORK — Legislation forc-

ing TikTok’s parent company to

sell the video-sharing platform or

face a ban in the U.S. received

President Joe Biden’s official

signoff Wednesday. But the

newly minted law could be in for

an uphill battle in court.

Critics of the sell-or-be-banned

ultimatum argue it violates Tik-

Tok users’ First Amendment

rights. The app’s China-based

owner, ByteDance, has already

promised to sue, calling the mea-

sure unconstitutional.

But a court challenge’s success

is not guaranteed. The law’s oppo-

nents, which include advocacy or-

ganizations like the American Civ-

il Liberties Union, maintain that

the government hasn’t come close

to justifying banning TikTok,

while others say national-security

claims could still prevail.

For years, lawmakers on both

sides of the aisle have expressed

concerns that Chinese authorities

could force ByteDance to hand

over U.S. user data, or influence

Americans by suppressing or pro-

moting certain content on TikTok.

The U.S. has yet to provide public

evidence to support those claims,

but political pressures have piled

up regardless.

Here’s what you need to know.

Is a TikTok ban unconstitu-

tional? That’s the central ques-

tion. TikTok and opponents of the

law have argued that a ban would

violate First Amendment rights of

the social media platform’s 170

million U.S. users.

Patrick Toomey, deputy direc-

tor of the ACLU’s National Secur-

ity Project, said a TikTok ban

would “stifle free expression and

restrict public access” to a plat-

form that has become central

source for information sharing. 

Among key questions will be

whether the legislation interferes

with the overall content of speech

on TikTok, notes Elettra Bietti, an

assistant professor of law and

computer science at Northeastern

University, because content-

based restrictions meet a higher

level of scrutiny. 

ByteDance has yet to officially

file a lawsuit, but Bietti said she

expects the company’s challenge

to primarily focus on whether a

ban infringes on these wider free-

speech rights. Additional litiga-

tion involving TikTok’s “commer-

cial actors,” such as businesses

and influencers who make their

living on the platform, may also

arise, she added.

Could TikTok successfully

prevent the ban in court? TikTok

is expressing confidence about

the prospects of its planned chal-

lenge.

“Rest assured, we aren’t going

anywhere,” TikTok CEO Shou

Chew said in a video response

posted to X Wednesday. “The

facts and the Constitution are on

our side, and we expect to prevail

again.”

Toomey also said that he is opti-

mistic about the possibility of Tik-

Tok being able to block the mea-

sure in court, noting that both us-

ers and the company “have ex-

tremely strong” First Amendment

claims.

DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/The Washington Post

President Joe Biden speaks at the White House after signing a $95 billion foreign aid package Wednesday
that also included a divest-or-ban provision for TikTok. 

Legal questions loom as TikTok
promises to sue over possible ban

Associated Press
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WASHINGTON — The Su-

preme Court seems highly skepti-

cal of former President Donald

Trump’s claim of absolute immu-

nity from prosecution, but it’s less

clear that the justices are headed

for a quick resolution.

Chief Justice John Roberts was

among at least five members of the

court Thursday who appeared

likely to reject the claim of absolute

immunity that would stop special

counsel Jack Smith’s prosecution

of Trump on charges he conspired

to overturn his 2020 election loss to

Democrat Joe Biden. 

But in arguments lasting more

than 2 1/2 hours in the court's first

consideration of criminal charges

against a former president, Ro-

berts also was among several jus-

tices who suggested that the case

might have to be sent back to lower

courts before any trial could begin.

Roberts indicated he was unhappy

with the reasoning adopted by the

federal appeals court that ruled

against Trump.

The timing of the Supreme

Court’s decision could be as impor-

tant as the outcome. Trump, the

presumptive 2024 Republican

presidential nominee, has been

pushing to delay the trial until after

the November election, and the lat-

er the justices issue their decision,

the more likely he is to succeed.

Justices Neil Gorsuch and Brett

Kavanaugh, two of Trump’s three

high court appointees, suggested

that former presidents might have

some immunity and that in this

case, lower courts might have to

sort out whether that applied to

Trump. That could further delay a

trial.

Justice Amy Coney Barrett, the

other Trump appointee, seemed

less open to arguments advanced

by Trump lawyer D. John Sauer. 

Smith’s team is asking for a

speedy resolution. The court typi-

cally issues its last opinions by the

end of June.

Trump, the first former presi-

dent charged with crimes, had said

he wanted to be at the Supreme

Court on Thursday. Instead, he

was in a courtroom in New York,

where he is standing trial on

charges that he falsified business

records to keep damaging infor-

mation from voters when he direct-

ed hush money payments to a for-

mer porn star to keep quiet her

claims that they had a sexual en-

counter. 

Trump’s lawyers argue that for-

mer presidents are entitled to ab-

solute immunity for their official

acts. Otherwise, they say, political-

ly motivated prosecutions of for-

mer occupants of the Oval Office

would become routine and presi-

dents couldn’t function as the com-

mander in chief if they had to wor-

ry about criminal charges.

Lower courts have rejected

those arguments, including a

unanimous three-judge panel on

an appeals court in Washington,

D.C. 

The election interference con-

spiracy case brought by Smith in

Washington is just one of four

criminal cases confronting Trump.

Smith’s team says the men who

wrote Constitution never intended

for presidents to be above the law

and that, in any event, the acts

Trump is charged with — includ-

ing participating in a scheme to en-

list fake electors in battleground

states won by Biden — aren’t in any

way part of a president’s official

duties.

Supreme Court
unsure of Trump
immunity claim

BY MARK SHERMAN

Associated Press 

MARIAM ZUHAIB/AP 

Demonstrates stand outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments Thursday over
whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the
results of the 2020 presidential election.

PHOENIX — An Arizona grand

jury has indicted former Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s chief of staff

Mark Meadows, lawyer Rudy Gi-

uliani and 16 others for their roles

in an attempt to overturn Trump’s

loss to Joe Biden in the 2020 elec-

tion.

The indictment released

Wednesday names 11 Republicans

who submitted a document to

Congress falsely declaring that

Trump won Arizona in 2020. They

include the former state party

chair, a 2022 U.S. Senate candi-

date and two sitting state lawmak-

ers, who are charged with nine

counts each of conspiracy, fraud

and forgery. 

The identities of seven other de-

fendants, including Giuliani and

Meadows, were not immediately

released because they had not yet

been served with the documents.

They were readily identifiable

based on descriptions of the de-

fendants, however.

Trump himself was not charged

but was referred to as an unindict-

ed co-conspirator. 

With the indictments, Arizona

becomes the fourth state where al-

lies of the former president have

been charged with using false or

unproven claims about voter

fraud related to the election.

Heading into a likely November

rematch with Bi-

den, Trump con-

tinues to spread

lies about the last

election that are

echoed by many

of supporters.

“I will not al-

low American

democracy to be

undermined,” Democratic state

Attorney General Kris Mayes said

in a video released by her office.

“It’s too important.” 

The indictment alludes to Giu-

liani as an attorney “who was often

identified as the Mayor” and

spread false allegations of election

fraud. Another defendant is re-

ferred to as Trump’s “chief of staff

in 2020,” which describes Mead-

ows. 

Descriptions of other unnamed

defendants point to Mike Roman,

who was Trump’s director of Elec-

tion Day operations; John East-

man, a lawyer who devised a strat-

egy to try to persuade Congress

not to certify the election; and

Christina Bobb, a lawyer who

worked with Giuliani. 

A lawyer for Eastman, Charles

Burnham, said his client is inno-

cent. Bobb did not respond to a

text message seeking comment,

nor did a lawyer who is represent-

ing Roman in a case in Georgia. 

George Terwilliger, a lawyer

representing Meadows, said he

had not yet seen the indictment

but if Meadows

is named, “it is a

blatantly politi-

cal and politic-

ized accusation

and will be con-

tested and de-

feated.” Giulia-

ni’s political ad-

viser, Ted Good-

man, decried what he called “the

continued weaponization of our

justice system.” 

The 11 people who had been

nominated to be Arizona’s Repu-

blican electors met in Phoenix on

Dec. 14, 2020, to sign a certificate

saying they were “duly elected

and qualified” electors and claim-

ing that Trump carried the state. A

one-minute video of the signing

ceremony was posted on social

media by the Arizona Republican

Party at the time. The document

was later sent to Congress and the

National Archives, where it was

ignored.

Ariz. indicts 18 in election tampering
case, including Giuliani and Meadows

Associated Press 

Giuliani

Meadows

NEW YORK — New York’s

highest court on Thursday over-

turned Harvey Weinstein’s 2020

rape conviction, finding the judge

at the landmark #MeToo trial

prejudiced the ex-movie mogul

with “egregious” improper rul-

ings, including a decision to let

women testify about allegations

that weren’t part of the case.

“We conclude that the trial

court erroneously admitted testi-

mony of uncharged, alleged prior

sexual acts against persons other

than the complainants of the un-

derlying crimes,” the court’s 4-3

decision said. “The remedy for

these egregious errors is a new

trial.”

The state Court of Appeals rul-

ing reopens a painful chapter in

America’s reckoning with sexual

misconduct by powerful figures —

an era that began in 2017 with a

flood of allegations against Wein-

stein. His accusers could again be

forced to retell their stories on the

witness stand.

The court’s majority said “it is

an abuse of judicial discretion to

permit untested allegations of

nothing more than bad behavior

that destroys a defendant’s char-

acter but sheds no light on their

credibility as related to the crimi-

nal charges lodged against them.”

In a stinging dissent, Judge Ma-

deline Singas wrote that the ma-

jority was “whitewashing the facts

to conform to a he-said/she-said

narrative,” and said the Court of

Appeals was continuing a “dis-

turbing trend of overturning ju-

ries’ guilty verdicts in cases in-

volving sexual violence.” 

“The majority’s determination

perpetuates outdated notions of

sexual violence and allows preda-

tors to escape accountability,”

Singas wrote.

Weinstein, 72, has been serving

a 23-year sentence in a New York

prison following his conviction on

charges of criminal sex act for for-

cibly performing oral sex on a TV

and film production assistant in

2006 and rape in the third degree

for an attack on an aspiring ac-

tress in 2013.

He will remain imprisoned be-

cause he was convicted in Los An-

geles in 2022 of another rape and

sentenced to 16 years in prison.

Weinstein was acquitted in Los

Angeles on charges involving one

of the women who testified in New

York.

NY appeals court overturns
Weinstein rape conviction

BY MICHAEL R. SISAK

AND DAVE COLLINS

Associated Press 
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NEW YORK — Doctors have

transplanted a pig kidney into a New

Jersey woman who was near death,

part of a dramatic pair of surgeries

that also stabilized her failing heart.

Lisa Pisano’s combination of

heart and kidney failure left her too

sick to qualify for a traditional trans-

plant, and out of options. Then doc-

tors at NYU Langone Health de-

vised a novel one-two punch: Im-

plant a mechanical pump to keep

her heart beating and days later

transplant a kidney from a geneti-

cally modified pig.

Pisano is recovering well, the

NYU team announced Wednesday.

She’s only the second patient ever to

receive a pig kidney — following a

landmark transplant last month at

Massachusetts General Hospital —

and the latest in a string of attempts

to make animal-to-human trans-

plantation a reality.

This week, the 54-year-old

grasped a walker and took her first

few steps.

“I was at the end of my rope,” Pi-

sano told The Associated Press. “I

just took a chance. And you know,

worst case scenario, if it didn’t work

for me, it might have worked for

someone else and it could have

helped the next person.”

Dr. Robert Montgomery, director

of NYU Langone Transplant Insti-

tute, recounted cheers in the operat-

ing room as the organ immediately

started making urine.

“It’s been transformative,” Mont-

gomery said of the experiment’s

early results.

But “we’re not off the hook yet,”

cautioned Dr. Nader Moazami, the

NYU cardiac surgeon who implant-

ed the heart pump.

“With this surgery I get to see my

wife smile again,” Pisano’s hus-

band, Todd, said Wednesday.

Other transplant experts are

closely watching how the patient

fares.

“I have to congratulate them,”

said Dr. Tatsuo Kawai of Mass Gen-

eral, who noted that his own pig kid-

ney patient was healthier overall go-

ing into his operation than NYU’s

patient. “When the heart function is

bad, it’s really difficult to do a kidney

transplant.”

More than 100,000 people are on

the U.S. transplant waiting list, most

who need a kidney, and thousands

die waiting. In hopes of filling the

shortage of donated organs, several

biotech companies are genetically

modifying pigs so their organs are

more humanlike, less likely to be de-

stroyed by people’s immune sys-

tem.

NYU and other research teams

have temporarily transplanted pig

kidneys and hearts into brain-dead

bodies, with promising results.

Then the University of Maryland

transplanted pig hearts into two

men who were out of other options,

and both died within months.

Mass General’s pig kidney trans-

plant last month raised new hopes.

Kawai said Richard “Rick” Slay-

man experienced an early rejection

scare but bounced back enough to

go home earlier this month and still

is faring well five weeks post-trans-

plant. A recent biopsy showed no

further problems.

Near-death patient receives
pig kidney and heart pump

BY LAURAN NEERGAARD

Associated Press 

SHELBY LUM/AP

Lisa Pisano looks at photos of her dog after her surgeries at NYU
Langone Health in New York on Monday. Doctors transplanted a pig
kidney into Pisano, who was near death, part of a dramatic pair of
surgeries that also included a fix for her failing heart.

WASHINGTON — Lawyers for

an American believed to be held

by the Taliban for nearly two

years are asking a United Nations

human rights investigator to inter-

vene, citing what they say is cruel

and inhumane treatment.

Ryan Corbett was abducted

Aug. 10, 2022, after returning to

Afghanistan, where he and his

family had been living at the time

of the collapse of the U.S.-backed

government there a year earlier.

He arrived on a valid 12-month vi-

sa to pay and train staff as part of a

business venture he led aimed at

promoting Afghanistan’s private

sector through consulting servic-

es and lending.

Corbett, of Dansville, N.Y., has

since been shuttled between mul-

tiple prisons, though his lawyers

say he has not been seen since last

December by anyone other than

the people with whom he was de-

tained.

In a petition sent Thursday, law-

yers for Corbett say that he’s been

threatened with physical violence

and torture and has been mal-

nourished and deprived of medi-

cal care. He’s been held in solitary

confinement, including in a base-

ment cell with almost no sunlight

and exercise, and his physical and

mental health have significantly

deteriorated, the lawyers say.

Corbett has been able to speak

with his family by phone five

times since his arrest, including

last month. His family has not

been able to see him — his only

visits have been two check-ins

from a third-party government —

and their characterizations of his

mistreatment are based on ac-

counts from recently released

prisoners who were with him and

his openly dispirited tone in con-

versations.

“During Mr. Corbett’s most re-

cent call with his wife and chil-

dren, Mr. Corbett indicated that

the mental torture and anguish

have caused him to lose all hope,”

said the petition, signed by the

Corbett family attorneys, Ryan

Fayhee and Kate Gibson.

The petition is addressed to Al-

ice Edwards, an independent hu-

man rights investigator and the

special rapporteur for torture in

the Office of the High Commis-

sioner for Human Rights at the

U.N. It asks Edwards, who was ap-

pointed by the U.N. Human Rights

Council, to “urgently reach out to

the Taliban to secure Mr. Cor-

bett’s immediate release and free-

dom from torture, as guaranteed

by international law.” 

The U.S. government is sepa-

rately working to get Corbett

home and has designated him as

wrongfully detained.

A spokesperson for the Interior

Ministry in Afghanistan said this

week that it had no knowledge of

Corbett’s case. 

Family of NY man believed held by Taliban asks UN for help
BY ERIC TUCKER

Associated Press 

Viral fragments of bird flu have

been identified in samples of milk

taken from grocery store shelves in

the United States, a finding that does

not necessarily suggest a threat to

human health but indicates the

avian flu virus is more widespread

among dairy herds than previously

thought, according to two public

health officials and a public health

expert who was briefed on the issue.

The Food and Drug Administra-

tion said Tuesday that it had been

testing milk samples throughout the

dairy production process and con-

firmed the detection of viral parti-

cles “in some of the samples,” but it

declined to provide details.

The presence of genetic frag-

ments of the virus in milk is not un-

expected. Pasteurization typically

works to inactivate pathogens, said

Jennifer Nuzzo, director of the Pan-

demic Center at the Brown Univer-

sity School of Public Health. It gen-

erally does not remove genetic ma-

terial, Nuzzo said, but typically ren-

ders pathogens unable to cause

harm to people.

The greater concern, however,

“is that it’s showing up in a lot more

samples, meaning the infection is

more widespread in dairy herds

than we thought,” said one public

health official, who spoke on the con-

dition of anonymity to share infor-

mation not yet made public.

In a statement, the FDA said some

of the samples collected have “indi-

cated the presence” of the bird flu vi-

rus based on testing that detects vi-

ral particles but does not distinguish

whether they are active or dead.

Additional laboratory testing is

underway.

Officials: Supply still safe as
bird flu virus found in milk

The Washington Post
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PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti —

Ariel Henry resigned Thursday as

prime minister of Haiti, leaving

the way clear for a new govern-

ment to be formed in the Carib-

bean country, which has been

wracked by gang violence that

killed or injured more than 2,500

people from January to March.

Henry presented his resigna-

tion in a letter signed in Los An-

geles, dated April 24, and released

on Thursday by his office on the

same day that a council tasked

with choosing a new prime minis-

ter and Cabinet for Haiti was

sworn in.

Henry’s remaining Cabinet

meanwhile chose Economy and

Finance Minister Michel Patrick

Boisvert as the interim prime min-

ister. It was not immediately clear

when the transitional council

would select its own interim

prime minister. 

Addressing a crowded and

sweaty room in the prime minis-

ter’s office, Boisvert said that Hai-

ti’s crisis had gone on too long and

that the country now found itself

at a crossroads. The members of

the transitional council stood be-

hind him, as well as the country’s

top police and military officials.

“After two long months of de-

bate ... a solution has been found,”

Boisvert said. “Today is an impor-

tant day in the life of our dear re-

public.” 

He called the transitional coun-

cil a “Haitian solution” and direct-

ing his remarks toward them,

Boisvert wished them success,

adding “I believe the determina-

tion is there.”

After the speeches, the soft

clink of glasses echoed in the room

as attendees served champagne

flutes toasted with a somber “To

Haiti.”

The council was installed ear-

lier Thursday, more than a month

after Caribbean leaders an-

nounced its creation following an

emergency meeting to tackle Hai-

ti’s spiraling crisis. Gunfire could

be heard as the council was sworn

in at the National Palace.

The nine-member council, of

which seven have voting powers,

is also expected to help set the

agenda of a new Cabinet. 

Haiti PM resigns, paving
way for new government

BY DANICA COTO

Associated Press 

DAKAR, Senegal — Military

forces in Burkina Faso killed 223 ci-

vilians, including babies and many

children, in attacks on two villages

accused of cooperating with mili-

tants, Human Rights Watch said in a

report published Thursday.

The mass killings took place on

Feb. 25 in the country’s northern vil-

lages of Nondin and Soro, and some

56 children were among the dead,

according to the report. The human

rights organization called on the

United Nations and the African

Union to provide investigators and to

support local efforts to bring those

responsible to justice.

“The massacres in Nondin and

Soro villages are just the latest

mass killings of civilians by the

Burkina Faso military in their

counterinsurgency operations,”

Human Rights Watch Executive

Director Tirana Hassan said in a

statement. “International assis-

tance is critical to support a credi-

ble investigation into possible

crimes against humanity.”

The once-peaceful nation has

been ravaged by violence that has

pitted jihadis linked to al-Qaida

and Islamic State against state-

backed forces. Both sides have tar-

geted civilians caught in the mid-

dle, displacing more than 2 million

people, of which over half are chil-

dren. Most attacks go unpunished

and unreported in a nation run by a

repressive leadership.

Witnesses and survivors told

HRW that the Feb. 25 killings were

believed to have been carried out in

retaliation for an attack by Islamist

fighters on a military camp near the

provincial capital Ouahigouya,

about 15 milesaway.

A Burkina Faso government

spokesperson didn’t respond to re-

quests for comment. Officials previ-

ously denied killing civilians and

said jihadi fighters often disguise

themselves as soldiers.

Report: Burkina Faso’s military
killed hundreds in Feb. raids

BY JESSICA DONATI

Associated Press 

LONDON — Two military hors-

es that bolted and ran miles

through the streets of London af-

ter being spooked by construction

noise and tossing their riders were

in serious condition after under-

going operations, a U.K. govern-

ment official said Thursday.

The animals were among a

group of four horses that broke

free during routine exercises

Wednesday near Buckingham

Palace and caused chaos as they

galloped loose through central

London during morning rush

hour. A fifth horse that tried to bolt

hadn’t been able to break free. 

Two of the horses underwent

operations and one was trans-

ferred to an equine hospital, the

British Army posted on X. 

“Three of them are fine, two of

them are unfortunately in a rela-

tively serious condition and ob-

viously we will be monitoring that

condition,” defense minister

James Cartlidge told Sky News.

“They are in a serious condition,

but as I understand, still alive.”

Three soldiers thrown were

hospitalized with injuries, but

were expected to fully recover.

2 military horses that ran loose through
London streets are in serious condition

Associated Press



BOOKS

“N
othing forces you to face your demons like falling in
love.”

And it’s almost always worth it, Emily Henry
says during a recent interview ahead of the April 23

release of her latest novel, “Funny Story.” She would know, having
churned out a new bestselling romance read every year since 2020.

“You find out so much about yourself by how you react to the
complicated feelings of falling in love, and that can lead into
something very toxic and exhausting. But it also can lead into
something so beautiful and life changing,” she says.

Henry talked with The Associated Press about her journey to
becoming a novelist, why people shouldn’t feel shame about reading
romance and how her personal mental health journey influences her
characters. She also dives into whether books are better than
movies, with a few insights into the film adaptations of her books in
the works.

This interview has been edited for clarity and length.

Associated Press: Before you started

writing the books that became

bestsellers, you were in a bit of a life rut,

which anyone can relate to. What advice

do you have for people who are also

stuck?

Henry: You could try writing a book.

That’s only halfway a joke, because I

really do feel like “Beach Read” was the

most meta thing I’d ever done.

There’s a reason that most of my books

have ended with one or both characters

going to therapy. For a happy ending to be

sustained, for a relationship to continue

growing and changing, you probably need

some help.

Also getting on medicine was huge for

me. I thought I was doing more or less OK

until I found out what it felt like to be OK.

You write a lot about the complexities

and vulnerabilities of love. What’s your

favorite stage of a relationship?

Because I’m in a steady, stable relation-

ship, it’s really easy to romanticize those

early phases. But then when I’m talking to

my single friends, I’m like, “Oh yeah, it is

hell.” I feel like I have such affection for

that phase when you don’t know for sure

how the other person feels. It’s like a feel-

ing you don’t get from many other things

in life.

There were a lot of different things that

used to happen in romance novels that

aren’t happening as much anymore, or

authors are reversing them. What do you

think about where we are now?

Contemporary romance has tried to

move toward something that’s a little bit

more grounded and more realistic with a

focus on the health of a relationship and

the positivity of it.

It’s interesting that it has been treated

as a guilty pleasure for so long. There’s a

wide variety of romance and erotica that

leaves room for people to have their fanta-

sies and that’s separate from the real

world.

For people who are not aware of all the

ins and outs of the publishing industry,

what do you think is something that

people might misunderstand about it?

Try to enjoy writing before you publish,

because it is really strange how much it

changes once it belongs to the world.

It’s sort of like you have to appreciate

your single days if you’re trying to wind

up in a serious partnership. It can be hor-

rible and terrible, but when it’s fun, try to

live that up, because that also is an experi-

ence you’re someday probably not going to

have again.

Speaking of trying new things, three of

your novels are being adapted. How

involved in that process are you?

I am very close with two of the directors

who have been formally announced for

“People We Meet on Vacation” and

“Beach Read.” I feel really lucky that they

want to know what the readers care about.

Any casting things you can leak or

share?

No; you know how it is. They’re all still

in early-ish phases of development. So

hopefully more soon.

In my opinion, books are almost always

better than the adaptations. Why do you

think that is and how are you feeling

about giving your work to that world?

What’s cool about film is the exact thing

that also makes it tricky for adaptation,

which is it’s no longer the reader and the

writer collaborating.

The books will always be the books. I

have started to think about the adaptations

more along the lines of a Broadway show

or a “Batman” franchise. Batman is Bat-

man, but there are a lot of different Bat-

mans.

The movies are all going to be some-

thing very special. And I think that they’ll

have the heart of the books, hopefully.

There’s the saying, “Don’t judge a book

by its cover,” but what do you want

people to take away from yours?

Primarily joy. I’m always trying to bal-

ance the joy of life and the pain of life. I

want it to feel like this is the book you

want to buy at the airport and read on the

plane or on the beach.

I think it is successful at that. Before I

read “Beach Read,” one of my friends

was like, “Hey, trigger warning. It focuses

on a character whose dad died,” and my

dad had just died. I appreciated the

warning and also felt very seen by the

nuanced take of the narrative in the book.

Every book I do is taking the hardest

parts of life and not trying to justify them,

but trying to balance them against the best

parts of life and leave the reader with the

feeling that the hard s--- that you’re going

through is worth it for the experience of

getting to love and be loved. Not necessar-

ily romantically — any kind of love.

You cannot love anyone without accept-

ing that there’s a real chance of grief,

whether that’s a breakup or a loss. They

go hand in hand.

“Funny Story” isn’t a funny story at

all. But it is a good one.

Emily Henry’s new romance novel

starts with dueling breakups that have

rocked the two main characters’ worlds

— and forced them to bond over their

shared broken hearts.

Daphne is a planner who is always on

time. She’s a buttoned-up librarian who

hosts a lively children’s reading hour

and keeps her personal life closed off

from her colleagues. 

Miles is more subdued. He’s nice,

thoughtful and able to win over anyone

he’s talking to, especially the regulars

he sees on his weekend trips to the

farmers market. He doesn’t have much

of a relationship with his parents, for

myriad reasons, but he’s very close to

his younger sister.

Daphne and Miles’ story starts as

they navigate their newly single lives

now that their exes are dating ... each

other.

They go through the throes of griev-

ing together, with a soundtrack of love

songs accompanying each phase. It’s

practically begging for a movie version,

to go along with the several other Hen-

ry books already in various stages of

production.

Early on, they decide to pretend

they’re dating to make their exes jeal-

ous. But as time goes on, they discover

that they see each other as more than

friends, that they really are falling for

each other.

“Funny Story” is Henry’s latest ro-

mance — and her steamiest one so far.

It’s a mixture of will-they-won’t-they in

a way that makes you really want them

to. They’re the protagonists in separate

love stories who are brought together

by heartbreak. Daphne and Miles are

characters you can empathize with and

root for.

And “Funny Story” is classic Henry.

It’s a meet-cute in a non-patronizing

way. It’s a modern love story, and one

that you won’t be mad is slightly pre-

dictable — because it makes you feel

good and makes you believe in a thing

called love.

“So many of the most beautiful things

in life are unexpected,” Henry writes.

It’s funny how life and love are both

that way.

— Sophia Rosenbaum/AP

Trying to balance the joy and pain of life 
Bestselling rom-com author Emily Henry discusses
her books, film adaptations, mental health journey

BY SOPHIA ROSENBAUM

Associated Press 

ANDY KROPA, INVISION/AP 

Emily Henry, shown April 23, is currently promoting her latest novel, “Funny Story.” 

‘Funny Story’ is Henry’s steamiest yet

Q&A
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FOOD

M
isshapen, patchy and frankly

blobby, the celeriac drew

Becky Selengut like a gray-

green magnet.

The table at the University District

Farmers Market in Washington, D.C., was

heaped with orange carrots and young

leeks, but the chef reached past them to

the celery root’s scabby skin. Taking plas-

tic googly eyes kept at hand for such occa-

sions, she pressed them onto the tuber. It

suddenly looked like a friendly snowman.

It’s hard to be intimidated by celeriac —

or rutabaga, radicchio, eggplant or okra —

when it’s wiggling googly eyes at you. 

“You’re going to laugh,” said Selengut,

who began pasting eyes on produce while

teaching a “Misunderstood Vegetables”

cooking class and writing a related new

cookbook.

Laughing is second nature for Selengut,

a tall, sharp and very funny New Jersey

native who inexplicably hated tomatoes in

her childhood. Working in fine-dining

restaurants after graduating from Seattle

Culinary Academy, Selengut was often the

only woman on her shifts, a gay woman

facing annoying questions about her qual-

ifications from male counterparts:

“I tried to be one of the guys, and I

eventually used humor to get in with these

guys, and I ended up loving them like a

band of brothers, depending who was

there.”

She moved on to working as a private

chef and teaching, podcasting and improv

comedy and writing cookbooks. In her

words, she’s made a career from “taking

the unapproachable and breaking it down

for the novice.”

For misunderstood vegetables, that

means disarming cooks into opening their

minds — along with their veggie dips, pot

pies and pasta sauces.

Which vegetables 

are misunderstood?
In Selengut’s years of asking students

that question, it means any vegetable they

would walk past in the grocery store with-

out ever thinking to buy. At an individual

level, that decision depends on students’

cultures and backgrounds. Mostly. (No-

body understands rutabaga, apparently.)

Other candidates for the “misunder-

stood” title are vegetables that people

disliked the one time they tried them be-

cause they were poorly prepared, or vege-

tables where only a single preparation

comes to mind. (Think tomatillos — most

students hit a dead end after “salsa.”)

Selengut has plenty of practical advice

on all those categories: For those who

revile beets as “metallic dirtballs,” for

instance, she suggests adding flavors that

offset their sweet-soil earthiness. 

“Just like you wouldn’t want a margar-

ita that had no lime juice, you have to have

that balance,” she said.

She pairs beets with acidic ingredients,

creaminess and crunch, as with a brilliant

magenta hummus blending roasted beets

with tahini, garbanzo beans and lemon

juice, garnished with fragrant, crunchy

pistachio dukkah.

It’s not always that simple, because food

is about context as well as flavor. 

“My misunderstood vegetables may not

be yours,” Selengut said. Indian students

tend to appreciate eggplants; native Ita-

lians generally recognize radicchio, be-

cause they’re common in those respective

cuisines. Textures are an issue for many

American cooks; as Fuchsia Dunlop

stresses when writing about Chinese food,

Western palates typically reject textures

that are popular in Chinese dishes. (Dun-

lop calls out “sliminess” and “slitheri-

ness.”)

Slime is a turnoff for many diners trying

out okra — but again, context is all. South-

erners often know that its mucilaginous

texture can benefit stews and gumbos by

adding thickness and body, or they know

how to cook it in ways that eliminate the

goo. Add in its complicated history: “Ships

carrying enslaved Africans brought okra

to America; it is a storied food that cannot

be separated from the complex and brutal

way it arrived on our shores,” Selengut

wrote.

Understanding like that begets more

understanding, and Selengut started real-

izing an important corollary: Human em-

pathy and vegetable empathy aren’t so far

apart.

“It’s human nature to put people in

categories, to other them, to say that

they’re ugly, to say that they don’t know

anyone like that or they wouldn’t want to

know anyone like that,” she said.

If a student found nettles horrible and

hate-worthy because they were stung by

the wild greens on a springtime hike, for

instance, Selengut might show them how

blanching deactivates the stingers. 

“They’re the most delicious thing” when

blended into pesto or mixed with potatoes

into a vibrant nettle colcannon, she said.

Haters transform into evangelists.

How is that any different, she asked,

from someone meeting someone who’s gay

for the first time and realizing “my God,

they’re actually funny and they’re lovely

and they’re wonderful?”

Here are a few common vegetables

Selengut singles out as being misunder-

stood, with her suggestions on how to

increase your understanding:

Radicchio
Radicchio, “revered” in Italy, is typical-

ly misunderstood in the United States

because it can’t typically be munched on

its own like romaine lettuce or arugula. It

requires some advance preparation, Se-

lengut said, particularly for “super tas-

ters” who might react to it more negativ-

ely.

“Yes, it’s very bitter. So how do you use

that bitterness?” Selengut said. “Think of

it like bitters, and what do bitters in a

cocktail do? They create depth.”

Radicchio is a member of the chico-

ry family and has several varieties. If

you’re looking for a milder version, try

yellow-green Castelfranco over the more

common red Chioggia.

Fruit or a balsamic glaze helps bal-

ance its flavors, as do creamy ingredients.

Submerge thin ribbons of radicchio

in water for 30 minutes to tame its bitter-

ness.

Grill or roast it to add sweetness and

complexity — but don’t burn it, which

would add more bitter notes.

Eggplant
While some people love eggplant, many

others see it as “a slug making love to a

worm on my dinner plate,” Selengut

wrote. The slug-seers, to her mind, have

fallen victim to improper cooking tech-

niques.

“Eggplant to me is the fish of the vegeta-

ble world,” Selengut mused while at the

farmers market. “It has a window of per-

fect doneness.” Go too far and it gets

“snotty,” pull back too soon and it’s cotto-

ny-dry.

Eggplants have such different sizes,

varieties and other variables that it’s hard

to provide cooking times. Look instead for

visual signs of doneness — when they’re

“caramelized, aromatic, tender and almost

wet-looking in the middle without any

white or light patches of undercooked

flesh.”

Different varieties have somewhat

different qualities: Italian eggplants are

denser and a bit more flavorful than the

larger and more common black “globe”

eggplants, while long and slight Japanese

eggplants cook quickly, and small, green

Thai eggplants are better cooked lightly.

Due to their high water content, give

eggplants plenty of room as they cook.

For the same reason, cook them

under high enough heat to evaporate mois-

ture quickly so they cook rather than

steaming.

Rutabaga
Selengut calls rutabaga “the superfood

nobody is talking about,” perhaps the most

ignored and undervalued vegetable in the

produce department. It’s inexpensive,

super-rich in vitamin C and also full of

fiber, potassium and other nutrients.

Look for firm, smooth-skinned roots that

feel heavy for their size.

Use a sharp chef’s knife to peel them

before use.

Store for up to two months in cool

areas.

Rutabagas take longer to cook than

other root vegetables; bake or boil for 10

minutes separately before adding them to

a mixed group.

Swap them out for some of the pota-

toes in mashed potatoes or gnocchi for

more flavor and nutrition.

Okra
Okra wins the rueful prize as the most

misunderstood vegetable of all, to Se-

lengut’s eyes — “historically, culturally

and culinarily.” She gained practical in-

sights into it by learning “to use the mucus

for good and not evil” — and some deeper

appreciation by studying its history and

speaking with such experts as culinary

historian Jessica B. Harris. (Harris her-

self has called okra “the Rodney Danger-

field of vegetables” for the lack of respect

it gets.)

“I can learn to appreciate something

culinarily when I learn something histor-

ically. Things taste better when I get the

context,” Selengut said.

Choose smooth, brightly colored

pods with no brown spots.

Use as soon as possible — don’t let

the pods get soft or brown.

Don’t wash okra pods until you are

ready to use them, and dry them well after

washing.

Most of the commonly recommended

methods for reducing okra’s gelatinous

texture — cooking whole, soaking in vine-

gar, drying overnight — don’t have the

desired effect. What does work, Selengut

says, is cooking with high heat, allowing

plenty of air circulation around the pods

and cooking with acidity.

Looking for an okra substitute? Try

cactus paddles.

How to cook ‘misunderstood’ vegetables
Chef, cookbook author Becky Selengut offers tips for ‘taking the unapproachable and breaking it down for the novice’ 

BY REBEKAH DENN

Special to The Washington Post 

PEGGY CORMARY/For The Washington Post

Some of the vegetables Becky Selengut wants to help cooks understand, from left:
eggplant, rutabaga, okra and radicchio. 
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VIDEO GAMES

M
att Wood wants us to get

inside the mind of a cat.

That’s the driving force be-

hind his indie project Little

Kitty Big City. Inspired by his own feline

friends, Mario and Roxy, and conceived

with help from his children, he crafted a

game focused on the nameless, at least

initially, feline protagonist who falls from

the safety of a windowsill and ends up on

the streets of a Tokyo-like city.

The goal of Little Kitty Big City is to

return home, but that’s easier said than

done. The cat was literally living the high

life and reaching the top of a tall building

seems to be an impossible task. When

playing the game, players will notice that

the feline can’t stand water. Wood and his

team at Double Dagger Studio use puddles

as barriers.

The gameplay is freeform as players

control the cat and wander around the

city. The cat talks and it speaks to other

creatures such as a manipulative crow and

an older and wiser feline. It also gets into

mischief. It can grab shoes with its mouth

and hide them in another part of a room.

Players hold the B button to jump: They

can hop up on kitchen counters or leap

across fences.

Players use the triggers to control the

paws. That can lead the feline protagonist

to knock pots and other items off shelves

to break.

“I wanted you to be the cat from the

cat’s perspective,” Wood said. “I don’t

want you to be a human controlling a cat.”

That’s one of the reasons why humans

in the game don’t have faces. To cats,

Wood said people are more like objects

that serve functions such as grabbing

them food or giving them affection. In one

instance, the cat will encounter an artist

staring at a blank canvas. The cat can

inspire the human by knocking over the

paint and walking on the canvas, getting

paw prints all over it.

Meandering elsewhere, the feline can

move a box, discover a hole and slip away

beneath a fence. The animation of the cat

crawling underneath areas is perfect.

From there, I saw the kitty tripping a

human walking and obliviously staring

into a phone. When the human tumbles

over, the cat can steal the smartphone and

run away. That kind of intentional may-

hem will remind players of the Untitled

Goose Game. 

One of the missions that the players will

get is from the crow, who wants shiny

objects. The cat has to gather them in

order to get a fish from the bird, and that

reward builds up stamina. The cat only

has so much energy to climb. Players

searching the environment will also find

Gochapon capsules that hold costume

items. Players can dress up their cat just

for fun.

Lastly, Little Kitty Big City is intention-

ally family friendly. The cat can’t get hurt.

If it falls, it lands on its feet. It can hunt

and pounce on birds, but the creatures

escape and leave a feather. 

Wood said he conceived of the game

with his children, and they came up with

several ideas. Ideally, players should play

the campaign with a kid by their side to

offer input on what the cat should do.

Expect Little Kitty Big City to launch

later this year on the Nintendo Switch.

NINTENDO/TNS photos

Little Kitty Big City lets players take on the role of a cat who falls from a windowsill and must return home.

From a cat’s-eye point of view 
Little Kitty Big City creator says the project isn’t about
‘controlling’ a feline but rather thinking, acting like one 

BY GIESON CACHO

The Mercury News 

Humans in Little Kitty Big City are
faceless. Game creator Matt Wood says
this is because cats see people more like
objects that serve functions.

Players will find capsules scattered
throughout the world and that holds
costumes that the cat character can wear. 

Microsoft made a splash when the com-

pany announced it would be taking more

of its games to other platforms.

One of those is Grounded, Obsidian

Entertainment’s “Honey I Shrunk the

Kids”-inspired survival game. Players

take on the role of one of four kids, who

end up the size of insects and are trapped

in a backyard. They’ll have to set up a

base and survive in this Lilliputian wilder-

ness.

On the Xbox Series X, it was a beautiful

game showing off the power of the system

with gorgeous lighting shining through

grass blades and reflections on the water.

The PlayStation 5 version shows compara-

ble visuals, but the Nintendo Switch ver-

sion is the more impressive.

Even though the Switch isn’t as power-

ful as the newer consoles, Grounded ran

well. It doesn’t have the visual fidelity of

Sony or Microsoft’s systems, but the game

still ran with a smooth framerate and

graphics were still good enough to shine

on the 7-year-old console.

Shyla Schofield, senior communications

manager for Obsidian, credited Double

Eleven for working on the port and

squeezing all the power from the system

and optimizing the game for it. What’s

even more notable is that during the proc-

ess of optimizing the game for other sys-

tems, the developers figured how to im-

prove its performance on PC and Xbox.

Schofield said that’s something fans no-

ticed, but the developers couldn’t com-

ment on the reason until now.

When it comes cross-platform play,

Nintendo and PlayStation players have

native audio communication, but they’ll

have to sign up for a Microsoft account.

Fans can also get around the voice com-

munication barrier through third-party

services such as Discord. The Microsoft

account is required for other Grounded

features, though, and that includes Play-

grounds, which lets players create their

own Grounded levels. It’s comparable to

Mario Maker, Schofield said. Players will

also need an account for progress to be

saved from one console to another.

If players want to enjoy Grounded on

non-Microsoft platforms, they’ll have to

buy another copy of the game, but why

would you want do to that? Schofield said

having cross-play lets parents play with

their children, who may have a Switch. It

allows them to be in the same room and

coordinate.

MICROSOFT/TNS 

Now that Grounded is multiplatform,
Nintendo Switch and PlayStation 5 players
can play with each other, but they’ll need a
Microsoft account to communicate. 

Grounded now
multiplatform 

BY GIESON CACHO

The Mercury News
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Who knew what Taylor Swift’s latest era would bring?

Or even what it would sound like? Would it build off the

moodiness of “Midnights” or the folk of “evermore”? The

country or the ’80s pop of her latest re-records? Or its two

predecessors in black-and-white covers: the revenge-pop

of “Reputation” and the literary Americana of “folklore”?

“The Tortured Poets Department,” released April 19, is

an amalgamation of all of the above, reflecting the artist

who — at the peak of her powers — has spent the last few

years re-recording her life’s work and touring its materi-

al, filtered through synth-pop anthems, breakup ballads,

provocative and matured considerations.

In moments, her 11th album feels like a bloodletting: A

cathartic purge after a major heartbreak delivered

through an ascendant vocal run, an elegiac verse, or mo-

bile, synthesized productions that underscore the powers

of Swift’s storytelling.

And there are surprises. The lead single and opener

“Fortnight” is “1989” grown up — and features Post Mal-

one. It might seem like a funny pairing, but it’s a long

time coming: Since at least 2018, Swift’s fans have known

of her love for Malone’s “Better Now.”

“But Daddy I Love Him” is the return of country Tay-

lor, in some ways — fairytale songwriting, a full band

chorus, a plucky acoustic guitar riff, and a cheeky lyrical

reversal: “But Daddy I love him / I’m having his baby /

No, I’m not / But you should see your faces.” (Babies

appear on “Florida!!!” and the bonus track “The Manu-

script” as well.)

The fictitious “Fresh Out the Slammer” begins with a

really pretty psych guitar tone that disappears beneath

wind-blown production; the new wave-adjacent “My Boy

Only Breaks His Favorite Toys” brings back “Barbie”: “I

felt more when we played pretend than with all the Kens /

’Cause he took me out of my box.”

Even before Florence Welch kicks off her verse in

“Florida!!!,” the chorus’ explosive repetition of the song

title hits hard with nostalgic 2010s indie rock, perhaps an

alt-universe Swiftian take on Sufjan Stevens’ “Illinois.” 

As another title states, “So Long, London,” indeed.

It would be a disservice to read Swift’s songs as purely

diaristic, but that track — the fifth on this album, which

her fans typically peg as the most devastating slot on each

album — evokes striking parallels to her relationship with

a certain English actor she split with in 2023. Place it next

to a sleepy love ode like “The Alchemy,” with its refer-

ences to “touchdown” and cutting someone “from the

team” and, well ... art imitates life.

Revenge is still a pervasive theme. But where the repri-

sal anthems on “Midnights” were vindictive, on “The

Tortured Poets Department,” there are new complexities:

“Who’s Afraid of Little Old Me?” combines the musical

ambitiousness of “evermore” and “folklore” — and adds a

resounding bass on the bridge — with sensibilities ripped

from the weapons-drawn, obstinate “Reputation.” But

here, Swift mostly trades victimhood for self-assurance,

warts and all.

“Who’s afraid of little old me?” she sings. “You should

be,” she responds.

And yet, “The Smallest Man Who Ever Lived” may be

her most biting song to date: “You didn’t measure up in

any measure of a man,” she sings atop propulsive piano.

“I’ll forget you, but I won’t ever forgive,” she describes 

Alternate takes: 2 views of Swift’s
‘The Tortured Poets Department’ 

Artist’s 11th album is great
sad pop, meditative theater

BY MARIA SHERMAN

Associated Press

SEE GREAT ON PAGE 17

Who’s torturing whom here? Sorry, sorry. That isn’t the

freshest zinger to zing in the direction of this sprawling

new Taylor Swift double album (including the streaming-

only tracks dropped just two hours after the main album),

but please know that after funneling 19 of its 31 tracks

through my headphones on Friday morning, my phone

died, as if by its own volition. Same for any hope I had

that the overall mood might improve in the third act of

this two-hour hostage situation, a despair made manifest

once I located my charger and heard the lyric, “My

friends used to play a game where we would pick a dec-

ade we wished we could live in … I’d say the 1830s, but

without all the racists.”

As a 21st-century pop omnipresence, Swift remains

mercilessly prolific and unwilling to edit for length, which

makes this extended version of her new album, “The

Tortured Poets Department: The Anthology,” feel miser-

able and bottomless. The big surprise is how much of that

misery is intentional. In concussive contrast to the good

times she’s been having in the public eye — highest gross-

ing concert tour in the history of the species; highest

grossing concert film to match; on-field kisses with her

boyfriend after he won the Super Bowl — Swift’s new

ballads are sour theater, fixated on memories of being

wronged and stranded, sodden with lyrics that feel clun-

ky, convoluted, samey, purple and hacky. There are song

titles that burn hot like distress flares (“I Hate It Here”),

and lines that feel waxy with Freudian slippage (“I know

I’m just repeating myself”), and a profusion of soft-edged,

slow-moving melodies — produced by Swift, Jack Anto-

noff, Aaron Dessner and Patrik Berger — that do her

lyrics few favors. As she unloads every last item from her

grievance vault, it’s hard for sentient listeners to not want

to reciprocate.

That said, is this the album that finally grants us socie-

tal permission to say that Swift is not a great lyricist? She

can be, sometimes, but greatness isn’t a part-time job, and

the thinning thinness of her words can make big emotions

feel hollow. Plus, the objects of affection that populate

these midtempo reminiscences all sound like real creeps.

“At dinner, you take my ring off my middle finger and put

it on the one people put wedding rings on,” sings the most

celebrated songwriter of her generation on her album’s

title track, “and that’s the closest I’ve come to my heart

exploding.” Oh man. In “The Manuscript,” she sings in

the third person, describing a flame who once “said that if

the sex was half as good as the conversation was, soon

they’d be pushing strollers.” During “I Can Fix Him (No

Really I Can),” she gloms onto some imaginary bad boy,

describing how “his hand, so callused from his pistol,

softly traces hearts on my face” — which must be pretty

close to what you get when you ask ChatGPT to compose

a Lana Del Rey hook. Attempting to further signal her

maturity, Swift deploys profanity with awkward relent-

lessness across too many of these songs, sounding like a

child test-driving her illicit new vocabulary in hopes of

convincing the greater populace that she is, in fact, 34

years old.

Her music has no problem walking up to the precipice

of self-examination — Hmm, why did I want to live in the

slavery era if I’m not all that into the slavery part? Hey,

why didn’t I barf when that dude played his cringey ring

game? — but Swift almost always steps back into the 

Superstar shows no mercy
on this self-obsessed slog

BY CHRIS RICHARDS

The Washington Post

SEE SLOG ON PAGE 17
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her target, likely the same “tat-

tooed golden retriever,” a jejune

description, mentioned in the

title track.

Missteps are few, found in

other mawkish lyrics and songs

like “Down Bad” and “Guilty as

Sin?” that falter when placed

next to the album’s more med-

itative pop moments.

Elsewhere, Swift holds up a

mirror to her melodrama and

melancholy — she’s crying at the

gym, don’t tell her about “sad,” is

she allowed to cry? She died

inside, she thinks you might want

her dead; she thinks she might

just die. She listens to the voices

that tell her “Lights, camera,

bitch, smile / Even when you

want to die,” as she sings on “I

Can Do It With a Broken Heart,”

a song about her own perfor-

mances — onstage and as a pub-

lic figure.

“I’m miserable and nobody

even knows!” she laughs at the

end of the song before sighing,

“Try and come for my job.”

“Clara Bow” enters the panthe-

on of great final tracks on a Swift

album. 

The title refers to the 1920s

silent film star who burned fast

and bright — an early “It girl”

and Hollywood sex symbol sub-

ject to vitriolic gossip, a victim of

easy, everyday misogyny ampli-

fied by celebrity. Once Bow’s

harsh Brooklyn accent was heard

in the talkies, it was rumored, her

career was over.

In life, Bow later attempted

suicide and was sent to an asy-

lum — the same institution that

appears on “Who’s Afraid of

Little Old Me?” “Clara Bow”

works as an allegory and a cau-

tionary tale for Swift, the same

way Stevie Nicks’ “Mabel Nor-

mand” — another tragic silent

film star — functioned for the

Fleetwood Mac star. 

Nicks appears in “Clara Bow,”

too: “You look like Stevie Nicks

in ’75 / The hair and lips / Crowd

goes wild.” 

Later, Swift turns the camera

inward, and the song ends with

her singing, “You look like Tay-

lor Swift in this light / We’re

loving it / You’ve got edge / She

never did.” The album ends

there, on what could be read as

self-deprecation but stings more

like frustrating self-awareness. 

Swift sings about a tortured

poet, but she is one, too. And isn’t

it great that she’s allowed herself

the creative license?

Great: With very few missteps, Swift
lives up to title of ‘Tortured Poet,’ too
FROM PAGE 16

JORDAN STRAUSS, INVISION/AP

Taylor Swift examines some harsh realities for female celebrities on
“Clara Bow,” the final track on “The Tortured Poets Department.”

shallow end, dulling her ideas

with reflexive clichés. Lightning

appears in bottles. Wrinkles

appear in time. Ships are aban-

doned or gone down with. Plans

are best laid. Hearts are cold,

cold. Scripts get flipped. Poisons

get picked. To zest things up, she

likes tweaking certain words in

rote figures of speech, or grafting

them onto more melodramatic

phrases until a completed line

begins to resemble cathartic

teenager poetry. “They say what

doesn’t kill you makes you

aware,” she sings on “Cassan-

dra,” a piano ballad that vaguely

surges in the direction of Tori

Amos. (Stay that course, please.)

“Old habits die screaming,” she

sings while seething tidily during

“The Black Dog.” On “Loml,” she

feels “better safe than starry-

eyed,” but eventually grieves

“our field of dreams engulfed in

fire.” On “How Did It End,” she

flips the old playground matri-

mony ditty so that she’s “sitting

in a tree, D-Y-I-N-G.”

Enough. These are highly

embarrassing combinations of

words made to serve an even

more embarrassing narrative:

the childish idea that the most

famous singer alive should be

pitied for living alone atop her

mountaintop of money, feeling

sad and aggrieved. We should all

try our hardest to forget the ma-

nipulative underdog posture that

Swift refuses to forfeit with each

passing album, especially when

the genuine tragedy-like feeling

to be gleaned from all of these

songs — and from nearly every

Swift song that came before, too

— is that Swift has traded her

adulthood for superstardom.

She hasn’t been an anonymous

human being since she was 17,

and in terms of her art, many of

her horizons seem to have

stopped right there. It helps to

explain why at least three songs

on this double album take place

on playgrounds; and why another

one is set at a high school party

(where the sexiest lyric of her

career sounds like additional

AI-generated Lana worship:

“You know how to ball, I know

Aristotle … Touch me while your

bros play Grand Theft Auto”).

It’s probably why her songs rely

so heavily on the make-believe

concepts of destiny, and prophe-

cy, and fate. She has not lived a

normal life. She doesn’t make

normal choices. Everything in

her creative and professional

world happens at epic heights

that are difficult to comprehend

and from which there is no com-

ing down. Where are the songs

about the profound sadness in all

that?

Also, who cares what I want?

You are a middle-aged man,

you’re saying. This music is not

for you. The first part is true. But

I would argue that pop music is

for everyone. You’re here, I’m

here, I’m writing, you’re reading,

we’re in this listening life togeth-

er, and it’s probably just fine to

wish that the most widely circu-

lated music of our lifetimes

might be more imaginative and

less self-obsessed. We’re long

overdue for a Swift album that

feels even a little bit curious

about the world she rules.

Slog: Most famous singer alive still
trying to sell herself as an underdog
FROM PAGE 16
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The venerable Neil Young

offers a ragged and raw live take

of his beloved 1990 album “Rag-

ged Glory” with a new album,

titled “Fu##in’ Up.”

Of course, the 2024 version

doesn’t have the same semi-

youthful energy that the 44-year-

old Young put into the original.

Maybe his voice is a little sha-

kier, the guitar solos not quite as

refined, but the songs still crack-

le with a power that’s frankly

stunning coming from the not-so-

young Young. 

It’s clear that the 78-year-old

and his band Crazy Horse fed off

the small crowd at the Toronto

club where this was recorded in

November 2023. Young is ob-

viously having a blast on stage, so

much so that he decided to re-

lease the songs just months after

the performance. This is from a

guy who has held on to some of

his most beloved live shows for

half a century.

Young and Crazy Horse per-

form nine of the 10 “Ragged

Glory” songs in nearly identical

arrangements to how they were

recorded back in 1990.

Only one song from the origi-

nal release, “Mother Earth (Nat-

ural Anthem),” is absent on

“Fu##in’ Up.” The songs have

all been retitled with lyrics from

the original, except for the cover

of “Farmer John.” 

For example, “Over and Over”

becomes “Broken Circle” and

“Love to Burn” becomes “Valley

of Hearts.” 

The somewhat profane album

title is more or less the same as a

song from “Ragged Glory,” just

with a couple of different charac-

ters in between the “f” and the

“in.” (It went from “F*!#in’ Up”

in 1990 to “Fu##kin’ Up” in

2024.)

For all of its virtues, some fans

of the original might quibble with

Young tackling the material 34

years later, especially since he

doesn’t differ much from the

originals. 

“Not everyone will want to

hear it because it’s not for every-

one,” Young writes in the liner

notes. “In the spirit it’s offered,

we made this for the Horse lov-

ers. I can’t stop it. The Horse is

runnin’ — what a ride we have. I

don’t want to mess with the vibe,

and I am so happy to have this to

share.”

It may be for a niche Neil au-

dience, but that niche is sure to

love it. And Young probably

doesn’t care what the rest think.

AMY HARRIS, INVISION/AP

Neil Young and Crazy Horse’s new album, “Fu##in’ Up,” features
performances from a Toronto club show in November.

Neil Young, Crazy Horse
offer live take on beloved
’90 album, ‘Ragged Glory’

BY SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press

Neil Young & Crazy Horse
Fu##in’ Up (Reprise)
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W
hen Jon Bon Jovi agreed to let director

Gotham Chopra follow him with a

documentary camera to delve into the

history of his band, Bon Jovi, he didn’t

anticipate it would catch him at a major low point in

his career.

The band was launching a tour, and despite doing

all he could do to be vocally ready, the “Livin’ on a

Prayer” singer struggled through songs and

couldn’t hit the notes the way he used to.

Critics noticed and wrote about it. A review from

Pioneer Press in St. Paul, Minn., said: “It felt like he

had forgotten how to sing.”

In a recent interview with The Associated Press,

Bon Jovi said the reaction at the time was “heart-

breaking.” After exhausting holistic options, he saw

a doctor who said one of his vocal cords was atro-

phying.

“This was unique. It wasn’t a nodule. The strong

(vocal cord) was pushing the weak one around, and

suddenly, my inabilities were just exacerbated,”

Bon Jovi said. He underwent major surgery and is

still recovering. “Every day is sort of like doing

curls with weights and just getting them both to be

the same size and to function together.”

This year has been a turning point. In February,

he performed for an audience, for the first time

since his surgery, at the MusiCares Person of the

Year benefit gala where he was also named Person

of the Year. The band’s next album, “Forever,” hits

stores June 7, and its first single, “Legendary,” is

out now. The four-part, “Thank You, Goodnight:

The Bon Jovi Story,” is now streaming on Hulu.

In a Q&A, Bon Jovi talks about his voice, his fa-

mous hair, the music industry and his work ethic.

Answers have been edited for clarity and brevity:

Associated Press: The work you put in behind the

scenes is like that of a quarterback in between football

games. Are you still rehearsing at that intensity, and how

are you now?

Bon Jovi: I’m doing great. The record was easy to do.

The process has been steady. Would I like it to be a light

switch? Yeah. I said to the doctor, ‘I want to flip the switch

and be done with this.’ It’s just not how it works. Like an

athlete coming back from an ACL tear or whatever, it just

takes time. The therapy is still intensive and yet I’m confi-

dent that it gets progressively better. 

We learn in the docuseries that your father was a

barber. You’ve always been known for having good hair,

especially in the 1980s. Does that come from your dad?

Not inasmuch where he sat down and said, ‘I’ve got this

idea.’ Really, I was a byproduct of what was the ’80s.

Those were my baby pictures. I love laughing at them.

Now, I can jokingly at least say, ‘After 40 years of a ca-

reer, I still have all my hair.’ That is a good thing. Genet-

ics works in my favor.

Do you ever think about acting again?

I do, on occasion. My day job then comes back to get in

the way. In truth, I’ve got a big record coming out, and

I’m hoping to go out on the road, so I don’t have time for

it. And I respect the craft far too much to think I’m going

to walk on a set and hit my marks and call that acting.

Your work ethic stands out in “Thank You, Goodnight.”

We see in the early days you would sleep at the music

studio. Where does that come from?

If you’re not going to be great, the guy that’s coming in

tomorrow night is going to be better. This isn’t a career

that you should take lightly. There’s a million other young

guys that are waiting to take your spot. And there are no

guarantees in this business ... You have to win hearts in

order to win people’s hard-earned dollar. If you’re asking

them to stay with you for four decades, that’s a task. You

better be one of the greats or else good luck.

Richie Sambora is interviewed in the series. The fans

love seeing him. Do you think you will ever perform

together again?

We never had a big falling out. He quit 10 years ago. It’s

not that we’re not in contact or anything like that, but he

was choosing to, as a single dad, raise his child. The door

is always open if he wants to come up and sing a song. I

mean, there’s many of them that we co-wrote together.

That’s a great part of both of our lives. There’s no animos-

ity here.

A lot of musicians are selling their music catalog.

Would you?

For some, it makes sense because they need to. For

some, it makes sense because they want to. I just find

(Bon Jovi’s music) to be my baby, and I have no desire at

this juncture in my life to ever even consider it.

You’re one of New Jersey’s favorite sons like Bruce

Springsteen. It’s a point of pride for New Jersey

residents that you’re from there, but you moved to

Florida?

Part-time! My license is still New Jersey. I still vote in

New Jersey.

The music industry is such a singles market now. Did

you ever consider just putting out some new songs and

not an entire album?

See, I’m the opposite. I can only put out an album. I do

all I know how to do. I have to tell the complete story. It

has to be the beginning, a middle and an end because

that’s who and what we are.

How do you describe the new album?

What comes through is joy. My goal with this record

was to capture joy, which for these last few years has

been difficult, whether it’s the dark cloud of COVID that

the world experienced or my own personal journey. With

this record, I think we captured joy.

VIANNEY LE CAER, INVISION/AP 

From left, David Bryan, Jon Bon Jovi, Tico Torres and Gotham Chopra pose April 17 at the London premiere of the film
“Thank You, Goodnight: The Bon Jovi Story.” The docuseries is now streaming on Hulu.

‘I think we
captured joy’ 
Bon Jovi, whose band is the subject of
a new Hulu docuseries, talks about the
music industry, his voice, latest album 

BY ALICIA RANCILIO

Associated Press 

INVISION/AP 

The Bon Jovi band, whose lead singer, Jon Bon Jovi, is
shown in 2020, is releasing its next album, “Forever,”
June 7. Its first single, “Legendary,” is out now.

DISNEY, HULU/AP 

Bon Jovi in a scene from the four-part docuseries “Thank
You, Goodnight: The Bon Jovi Story.”

Q&A
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CROSSWORD AND COMICS

NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD

SAVINGS PLAN
BY JOHN RIPPE AND JEFF CHEN / EDITED BY JOEL FAGLIANO

43 Response to 
‘‘Are we there yet?’’

46 With sickly pallor

47 Enjoys a home-
cooked meal

49 Psychoanalyst Alfred

50 Submitted with 
TurboTax

52 When ‘‘golden goals’’ 
are scored, for short

53 Bel ____ cheese

54 Covering for a 
pomegranate seed

55 Capone adversary, 
informally

58 Substance originally 
made with animal fat 
and wood ash

60 Without much 
thought

62 Wraps (up)

66 Dirty water inside 
a ship

68 Home to Millennium 
Park

72 Swamp creature, 
informally

73 Brew

74 A bull market it is 
not!

76 ‘‘Bond. James Bond,’’ 
e.g.

77 First-and-second bet

79 Existential threat 
in 2021’s ‘‘Don’t Look 
Up’’

80 Spoke at length

82 Martini & ____ 
(beverage brand)

84 Mythical bird

85 Stop on a major tour

86 Gas-station 
convenience

89 Mozart’s ‘‘Così Fan 
____’’

91 Conked out

92 Biden’s signature 
2022 legislation 
addressing rising 
prices, for short

95 Once-popular rug 
style

97 Outstanding

101 With ____ to 
(acknowledging)

102 Bowed

104 Disappear . . . like 
the circled creatures 
might do, if not 
for the 
112-/114-Across

106 Dishes

107 Tiny ‘‘canvas’’ 
on which to paint

109 Shows signs of 
disuse

110 Mission honored 
by the ‘‘Fallen 
Astronaut’’ lunar 
memorial

112 With 114-Across, 
conservation law 
that celebrated its 
50th anniversary in 
December 2023

114 See 112-Across

116 Before now

117 Not fine

118 New ____

119 Sushi garnish

120 Web portal 
with a butterfly logo

121 Senator Joni of Iowa

122 Screens, say

123 Some U.K. Lords

 DOWN

1 Social media symbols

2 BEFORE: Coupon 
stipulation

3 Greek heroine tempted 
by golden apples

4 Salt, symbolically

5 Signed

6 Like Troy in the ‘‘Iliad’’

7 Pull (out), as a win

8 City in San 
Bernardino County

9 BEFORE: Game 
with annoying pop-
ups?

10 Turns off

11 High-fashion inits.

12 Cardiac conduit

13 Smith who wrote ‘‘A 
Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn’’

14 Country whose 
national animal is 
the elephant

15 Member of an 
elite fighting force

16 BEFORE: Theme 
park chain

17 QVC alternative

19 BEFORE: Rear-end, 
e.g.

21 BEFORE: Having 
physical form

26 Bouncy melody

28 Meeting places

29 Basic cable channel

34 Route

36 BEFORE: Begin 
operating effectively

40 BEFORE: December 
temp worker

42 I.R.S. ID

44 Like some ancient 
Greek poetry

45 Cargo

46 Game console that 
debuted in 2006

48 Mobile platform

51 Loose item at the 
bottom of a fast-food 
bag

55 Basic cable channel

56 AFTER: Tiny amount

57 Soccer star ____ 
Morgan

59 Scoff in Offenbach

61 Scat syllable

63 Suffix with Paul or 
marion

64 AFTER: Slangy 
‘‘Amen’’

65 Broadway 
letters of success

67 Theme park known 
for its international 
food

69 ‘‘Are you ____ out?’’

70 AFTER: Military 
pattern

71 Two shakes

72 Brobdingnagian

74 AFTER: Like some 
statues

75 AFTER: Target 
of a facial cleanser

78 Houston sch.

81 Back, in a way

83 Langston Hughes 
poem about racial 
inequality

85 Baldwin who was the 
first to play Jack 
Ryan

86 All together

87 Hordes

88 Philip II of ____, 
father 
of Alexander the 
Great

90 Pinnacle 
achievement, 
metaphorically

91 Solar phenomenon

92 How one 
might bolt upright

93 ‘‘The Future of Law 
Enforcement,’’ 
according to a 1987 
movie

94 Pop-ups can lead to 
them

96 AFTER: Actress 
Rowlands

98 Ooze

99 Some linemen: Abbr.

100 Scatterbrained

101 AFTER: 
Shakespearean title 
starter

103 Get down, so to 
speak

104 Extract

105 Sails in a zigzag way

106 Cape Colony settlers

108 Assistant of classic 
film

111 Painter Mondrian

113 Monopoly set, for 
short

115 Before, to 
Shakespeare

John Rippe, of Silver Spring, Md., works in the Office of Protected Resources at the National Marine Fisheries Service.
Jeff Chen, of Seattle, is a writer and prolific crossword collaborator. John specifically focuses on the 112-/114-Across in
his work, and this puzzle is a tribute to its impact.

 ACROSS

1 First name in 
1990s alternative 

rock

7 Hall of Fame QB John

12 Showing 
embarrassment

18 Enormous

20 Target competitor

21 Results of an 
iron deficiency?

22 Buck, in slang

23 A.P. Stylebook entry 
that lost its hyphen 
in 2011

24 Like Constantinople 
from 1453 to 1922

25 Under the counter, 
say

27 One on the links?

28 Carpenter’s curve 
cutter

29 Hagen who wrote 
‘‘Respect for Acting’’

30 Lydic of ‘‘The Daily 
Show’’

31 Group of connected 
PCs

32 Nashville attraction, 
with ‘‘the’’

33 Dust-up

35 Something you 
might break into

37 FedEx alternative

38 John Denver’s 
‘‘Thank 
God ____ Country 
Boy’’

39 ‘‘Succession’’ family 
name

40 App used to track 
fertility

41 Joins a pot

GUNSTON STREET

“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and online at gunstonstreet.com.
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FACES

A
t 78, John Lithgow’s acting ca-

reer is not slowing down. He ap-

peared in the best picture nomi-

nee “Killers of the Flower Moon”

and starred with Jeff Bridges in the FX se-

ries “The Old Man.” 

Recently, the two-time Academy Award

nominee and multiple Emmy, Tony and

Golden Globes-winning actor played the

new kid in school. He learned dance, ce-

ramics, silk-screen printing and vocal jazz

ensemble with Los Angeles-area high

school students. It was filmed for “Art Hap-

pens Here with John Lithgow,” airing Fri-

day on PBS with the goal of promoting arts

education.

Lithgow, who has an undergraduate de-

gree from Harvard and was a Fulbright

Scholar at the London School of the Arts,

spoke with The Associated Press about go-

ing back to school.

Answers have been edited for clarity and

brevity.

Associated Press: One argument about

education is students need to prioritize

math and science and learn to code. Arts

education is a bonus but not a priority.

What do you say to that?

Lithgow: You’ve got to get kids excited

about learning and eager to get to school. If

there is something at school which is entire-

What kind of reaction did you get from

the students?

They weren’t particularly dazzled by my

presence. Not a lot of them, to my dismay,

really knew who I was, until somebody

mentioned “Shrek,” you know? And that

was only my voice. But they were very

game, and they were such superb kids.

Look, these were kids who had decided to go

to ceramics class. They had decided to go to

dance class. They had decided to go to the

LA County High School of the Arts to study

voice. They were serious about what they

did, and they knew this was well-inten-

tioned.

What did you think of the experience?

It was incredible fun. It was very hard

work because these were rigorous things.

It’s not easy showing up to do a documen-

tary every morning for two months, but it’s

fun. It’s a very good thing that we captured

my own insecurity. I knew it was important

for me to look like the fool and for the kids to

look like the experts and ...watch me fail and

fail until I had a tiny measure of success —

and to try to capture that joy. Because joy is

what it was all about.

ly theirs, something that is a creative pro-

ject where they are really and truly ex-

pressing themselves ... they’re going to

want to get to school. I think arts education

is a huge part of that. I also think sports is a

big part of that.

You act. You’ve performed in comic

operas and conducted music. You’ve

written books and paint. For “Art Happens

Here,” you lean into being a novice. What’s

the takeaway message?

Creating a show like this is to try to per-

suade people just to wake up. I mean, you’ve

got to think about the children, especially

after the children have endured two years

of a pandemic. Two years of pandemic has

been hard on all of this, all of us, but they’ve

been catastrophic for kids. Kids are not

used to going to school. They lost two years,

and two years in the life of a child is an eter-

nity.

How did you decide which classes to

take?

I wanted it to be things that I’m not good

at or had very little experience with, if any. I

didn’t want to do any theater. I wanted to do

things that were technically difficult. I

wanted to insert myself into a situation

where I still had a lot to learn or a lot to re-

member. I wanted to be with a bunch of

bright kids who were having a lot of fun with

the new kid in class and trying to bring him

up to speed.

John Lithgow heads
back to high school
Actor takes art education with LA teens for PBS special

BY ALICIA RANCILIO

Associated Press 

PHOTOS BY ANTONIO DIAZ/AP 

Actor John Lithgow, right, with a student at the Debbie Allen Dance Academy during the
filming of “Art Happens Here with John Lithgow,” premiering Friday. 

Lithgow works on a screen print drawing
with a student during the filming of “Art
Happens Here with John Lithgow.”

Q&A 

Nancy Wilson, at age 70, can

still perform her signature kick

move while sporting her guitar.

“I can do that and more!” she

said on a Zoom call from her home

in Sonoma, Calif., on the eve of the

2024 Heart tour. “I can’t not dance

and move.”

The North American tour,

which will run through mid-De-

cember, started April 20. It’s the

first time the band has hit the road

since 2019. “I’m happy for us to be

together again,” Wilson said. “It’s

been a little too long for us to get

back out there.”

Wilson said a combination of the

pandemic and behind-the scenes

management changes delayed

Heart’s return. For the first time,

she and her sister, Ann Wilson,

have different managers, result-

ing in what she called “power

grabbing” disputes.

“There were extra moving parts

to sort out what was highly unnec-

essary drama,” she said. “We fi-

nally sorted it out.”

The band spent more than a

week in rehearsals before the tour

began.

“There are a lot of things about

Heart songs that are not simple,”

Wilson said. “There are intrica-

cies in these songs to get right.”

At the same time, perfection is

not the goal: “It will be fun regard-

less of the mistakes that we make.

In my view, it’s definitely a human

show.”

She still gets plenty of joy being

on stage performing rock classics

like “Magic Man,” “Barracuda”

and “Crazy on You,” along with

“These Dreams,” in which she

sings lead.

The rituals before the concert,

though, are far different than they

were in the cocaine-addled 1980s. 

“We used to be made out of rub-

ber in our 30s,” she said. “We now

have a wellness space for massage

and strengthening.”

Over the decades, both sisters

have worked in other bands, but

they always come back to Heart,

which Wilson dubs “the family

business.”

“We’ve had a band together

since I was like 9,” she said.

“We’ve always been tight and

soulmates and best friends. We’ve

had our ups and downs. Mostly

outside influences have made it

challenging for us to find our emo-

tional footing with each other. But

first and foremost we are sisters.”

Wilson, Heart still kicking
BY RODNEY HO

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

TNS 

Nancy Wilson says that
perfection is not the goal on the
2024 Heart tour.

Paris Hilton is reportedly work-

ing on a docuseries about media’s

“toxic” treatment of female celeb-

rities — including herself — in the

early 2000s.

Hilton’s production company,

11:11 Media, has optioned Sarah

Ditum’s book, “Toxic: Women,

Fame, and the Tabloid 2000s,” ac-

cording to multiple outlets.

Ditum, a journalist for The Sun-

day Times, will collaborate with

11:11 on the series, according to

Variety.

The book, which hit shelves in

January, centers on the misogyny

that fueled tabloid coverage of ce-

lebs such as Hilton, Lindsay Lo-

han, Janet Jackson, Amy Wine-

house, Kim Kardashian, Jennifer

Aniston and Britney Spears

(whose iconic 2003 song seems to

have inspired the book’s title).

The project is in line with Hil-

ton’s activism, including “her mis-

sion to empower survivors of the

‘Troubled Teens Industry,’” her

website notes. Hilton has said she

was a victim of physical, sexual

and psychological abuse at resi-

dential treatment programs

meant to reform misbehaving

teens.

Kid Cudi cancels tour

after fall at Coachella

Kid Cudi is canceling his up-

coming Insano: Engage the Rage

World Tour after finding out his

broken ankle is “much more seri-

ous” than he thought.

The entertainer suffered the in-

jury at the Coachella music festiv-

al in Indio last weekend after

jumping off of the stage.

The U.S. leg of the Insano tour

was supposed to start June 28 in

Austin, Texas, and conclude Aug.

30 in Los Angeles. Kid Cudi

planned to head to Europe in early

2025; it’s unclear whether that

part of the tour is still on.

In a video posted this week, Kid

Cudi said, “This is what happens

when a 40-year-old tries to prance

around offstage like he’s 26, like

he used to do back in the day.” 

Hilton producing ‘Toxic’ docuseries
on mistreatment of female celebrities

From wire services
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State senator arrested 
on suspicion of burglary

MN MINNEAPOLIS — A

state senator who also

serves as an Air National Guard

lieutenant colonel was arrested on

suspicion of burglary early Monday

in the northwestern Minnesota city

of Detroit Lakes, police said.

Democratic Sen. Nicole Mitchell,

49, of Woodbury, was being held in

the Becker County Jail on suspicion

of first-degree burglary. Formal

charges are pending, Detroit Lakes

Police Chief Steve Todd said.

Senate Democrats hold just a

one-seat majority with four weeks

left in the legislative session.

Mitchell worked as a meteorolo-

gist with the U.S. military and for

KSTP-TV and Minnesota Public

Radio before she was elected to the

Senate in 2022 from a suburban St.

Paul district. She commands an Air

National Guard weather unit, her

official profile says.

Dispatchers received a 911 call at

4:45 a.m. from a homeowner about

“an active burglary in process at

her residence,” Todd said in an in-

terview. Officers searched the

home and arrested Mitchell, Todd

said.

Public records and an obituary

posted by a Detroit Lakes funeral

home show that Mitchell’s father,

who died last month, and stepmoth-

er lived on the same block of the

same road as where the senator was

arrested.

Charges filed after crash
into building kills 2 kids

MI BERLIN TOWNSHIP —

A Michigan woman was

charged Tuesday with second-de-

gree murder and other crimes after

prosecutors say she drunkenly

smashed her SUV into a boat club

that was hosting a birthday party,

killing two young siblingsand injur-

ing several other people.

Marshella Chidester, 66, faces

eight counts in Saturday’s crash at

the Swan Boat Club in Monroe

County, about 30 miles south of De-

troit, court records show.

The Detroit News reported that

Chidester is a former commodore

at the boat club.

The crash killed 8-year-old Ala-

nah Phillips and her 4-year-old

brother, Zayn Phillips, the sheriff’s

office said. Their mother and anoth-

er sibling were among the injured.

Migrants indicted over
alleged border breach

TX EL PASO — A Texas

grand jury indicted

more than 140 migrants on misde-

meanor rioting charges Tuesday

over an alleged mass attempt to

breach the U.S.-Mexico border, a

day after a judge threw out the cas-

es.

No injuries were reported during

the alleged breach on April 12 in El

Paso, which authorities say began

when someone in the group cut

through a razor wire barrier. Mass

arrests also followed a separate epi-

sode in the Texas border city in

March.

On Monday, a county judge had

thrown out the charges against

those who were arrested this

month, ruling there was insuffi-

cient probable cause. A public de-

fender representing the migrants

had argued there was not enough

evidence and accused authorities of

trying to make headlines.

Judge OKs phone surveys
of jury pool in Idaho case

ID BOISE — Defense attor-

neys for a man charged in

the deaths of four University of Ida-

ho students can resume phone sur-

veys of potential jurors in the case, a

judge has ruled.

Bryan Kohberger faces four

murder charges in connection with

the November 2022 stabbing

deaths of Ethan Chapin, Xana Ker-

nodle, Madison Mogen and Kaylee

Goncalves.

Kohberger’s defense team hired

a consultant to survey potential ju-

rors living near the university about

things they might have seen, heard

or read about the case. The phone

survey included questions about

Kohberger’s arrest, the type of car

he owns, DNA evidence and a knife

sheath found near one of the bodies.

When prosecutors became

aware of the survey earlier this

year, they asked 2nd District Judge

John Judge to order the defense

team to stop, arguing that the sur-

veys violated a broad gag order the

judge had issued in the case. Latah

County Prosecutor Bill Thompson

said some of the questions could

prejudice people who could be

called to serve as jurors when the

case goes to trial.

In his ruling, Judge said the sur-

veys could continue as long as the

questions do not violate his gag or-

der. Most of the questions included

information already publicly avail-

able through court documents, the

judge wrote in the ruling, and so did

not violate the order.

USPS to reroute mail
despite ballot concerns

NV LAS VEGAS — The

USPS announced on

Tuesday it will follow through with

its plan to reroute Reno-area mail

processing to Sacramento, Calif., a

move that drew bipartisan ire from

Nevada lawmakers while raising

questions about the rate at which

mail ballots can be processed in a

populous part of a crucial swing

state.

Postmaster General Louis DeJoy

has cast the permanent measure as

a cost saving move, but federal,

state and local lawmakers have

complained about a lack of trans-

parency in the process that could

slow mail throughout the region.

Under the plan, all mail from the

Reno area will pass through Sacra-

mento before reaching its destina-

tion — even from one side of the city

to the other.

Democratic Secretary of State

Cisco Aguilar, the state’s top elec-

tion official, previously said moving

operations could slow the process-

ing of mail ballots, and “has the po-

tential to disenfranchise thousands

of Nevada voters and would un-

questionably impact the results of

Nevada’s elections.”

In the Tuesday statement, the

USPS said “the business case” sup-

ported moving the processes to Cal-

ifornia, because most of the mail

processed in Reno is destined else-

where. The Reno facility will stay

open as an area that prepares mail

before it’s sent out.

Woman convicted of
dismembering landlord

IL CHICAGO — A Chicago

woman has been convicted

of killing and dismembering her

landlord and putting some of the

victim’s remains inside a freezer in

the boarding house where she lived.

A Cook County jury convicted

Sandra Kolalou, 37, late Monday of

all the charges she faced, including

first-degree murder, dismember-

ing a body, concealing a homicidal

death, and aggravated identity

theft, news outlets reported. Her

sentencing is scheduled for June 20.

Prosecutors said Frances Walk-

er, 69, had served Kolalou with an

eviction notice from a boarding

house she owned before Kolalou

killed and dismembered her in Oc-

tober 2022.

Kolalou, whose attorneys plan to

appeal the verdict, was arrested

and chargedafter Walker’s severed

head, arms and legs were discov-

ered inside a kitchen freezer at the

home on Chicago’s northwest side.

Family: Woman charged 
in robbery was scammed

OH FAIRFIELD TOWN-

SHIP — A 74-year-old

woman charged in the armed rob-

bery of an Ohio credit union last

week is a victim of an online scam

who may have been trying to solve

her financial problems, according

to her relatives.

Ann Mayers, who had no previ-

ous run-ins with the law, faces

counts of aggravated robbery with a

firearm and tampering with evi-

dence in Friday’s robbery in Fair-

field Township, north of Cincinnati. 

Officers arrested Mayers at her

Hamilton home shortly after the

robbery, Fairfield police said in a

Facebook post. A handgun was

found in her car, which police said

she used in the robbery.

Authorities have since learned

Mayers may have been a scam vic-

tim. Her relatives told detectives

that she had been sending money to

an unidentified individual, The Co-

lumbus Dispatch reported

Wednesday.

Sgt. Brandon McCroskey told the

newspaper that Mayers reportedly

spoke with family members about

robbing banks in the days leading

up to the holdup, but they didn’t take

her comments seriously.

BECKY BOHRER/AP

Kayakers on Mendenhall Lake draw near to the face of Mendenhall Glacier on Sunday, in Juneau, Alaska. The glacier, which is retreating and
thinning, is a popular attraction, though many view it from a greater distance, from trails on the other side of the lake.

Quite a kayak destination

From The Associated Press



PAGE 22 • S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S • Friday, April 26, 2024

ACROSS
 1 Indent key

 4 Qt. fractions

 7 Group of plotters

 12 Genetic letters

 13 Churchill gesture

 14 Martini garnish

 15 MSN rival

 16 Broadcast genre 

with “call-in” 

segments

 18 Rx writers

 19 Beer mug

 20 Pants part

 22 Trio after Q

 23 Low voice

 27 2016 Olympics 

city

 29 Crude stone 

artifact

 31 No-frills

 34 Move laterally

 35 Viral winter woe

 37 Silent

 38 Speeding 

penalty

 39 Sony rival

 41 Incubator noise

 45 Catcher Posada

 47 Status follower

 48 Hit song by 

Queen

 52 Mentalist Geller

 53 Imbibe

 54 Bracketed word

 55 Charged bit

 56 Backbone

 57 Furtive laugh

 58 Calif. clock 

setting

DOWN
 1 Streetcars

 2 Battery part

 3 Lightweight 

wood

 4 USMC ranks

 5 Italian playhouse

 6 Tennis great 

Monica

 7 Muffin type

 8 Mode lead-in

 9 eBay offer

 10 Bird (Pref.)

 11 Zodiac feline

 17 Flying toy

 21 Navajo or  

Hopi

 23 Airship

 24 Help

 25 Cardinal cap 

letters

 26 “Thar —  

blows!”

 28 Hosp. area

 30 Buckeyes’  

sch.

 31 Favorite pal, 

for short

 32 “Love Story” 

actress  

MacGraw

 33 Early riser?

 36 Pirate’s quaff

 37 Smith of 

“Downton 

Abbey”

 40 Collision

 42 Furnish with  

gear

 43 Continental  

cash

 44 Gist

 45 Gag

 46 Apiece

 48 Hwys.

 49 Dadaist Jean

 50 Cato’s 502

 51 Hostel
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ACROSS
 1 Distant

 4 Exploits

 8 Pleased

 12 Pub serving

 13 Vincent van —

 14 Pasta sauce 

brand

 15 Meadow

 16 “Superfood” 

berry

 17 Inter —

 18 Kid’s front-yard 

business

 21 “Bad” cholesterol

 22 Recline

 23 Alpha’s opposite

 26 Do sums

 27 Storefront 

sign abbr.

 30 NYC gallery

 31 Hosp. workers

 32 Naturalist  

John

 33 Stickum

 34 Bit of butter

 35 Saturn features

 36 Plant seeds

 37 Chick’s mom

 38 Slogan of 

solidarity

 45 QB Tony

 46 Comic Jay

 47 Golf prop

 48 Winged

 49 Count 

counterpart

 50 “Sheesh!”

 51 Like some 

lingerie

 52 Terrier type

 53 Devious

DOWN
 1 Autumn

 2 Sheltered

 3 500 sheets

 4 Kampala’s land

 5 L.A.’s region

 6 “Zounds!”

 7 “Suddenly 

Susan” actress 

Brooke

 8 Shred, as cheese

 9 In — land

 10 Opposite of “fer”

 11 Group of two

 19 “Three Sisters” 

sister

 20 “Ice Age” sloth

 23 Texter’s “Wow!”

 24 Cattle call

 25 Punk-rock 

subgenre

 26 Curator’s 

concern

 27 Attila, notably

 28 Equip

 29 Fourth-yr. 

students

 31 Idles

 32 Gum flavor, often

 34 “Ulalume” writer

 35 Fix a shoe

 36 Bedtime reading

 37 Ford or Hudson

 38 Russian river

 39 The Big Easy 

acronym

 40 Apple on a desk

 41 Feeble

 42 $ dispensers

 43 Actress Patricia

 44 Contradict
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OPINION

T
he approval of more than $60 billion

in new military aid for Ukraine feels

like the cavalry riding into town to

save the day for the good guys. It’s a

moment to savor for a briefly bipartisan

Washington — and even more for the embat-

tled troops on the front lines in Ukraine.

But let’s be frank: Delivery of a big U.S. aid

package will mean a continuation of this

bloody war of attrition, not an ending. While

it’s a psychological breakthrough for Kyiv and

asetback for Moscow, any decisive change on

the battlefield will depend on how Ukraine us-

es the American weapons — especially on its

ability to put Russian positions in occupied

Crimea at risk.

The potential game changers in the conflict

are the newly arriving ATACM-300 medium-

range missiles. These precision weapons will

allow Ukraine to strike deep into Russian-oc-

cupied territory in Crimea, Donbas and coas-

tal regions — hitting Russian airfields, supply

depots, staging areas and command-and-con-

trol centers within Ukraine.

The ATACMS “will degrade Russian logis-

tics inside Ukraine in the near term,” a senior

administration official said on Tuesday. “In

the longer term, Russia will have to reconsider

its strategy.” That might eventually open the

way for a just negotiated peace.

Russian analysts recognize they’ve lost mo-

mentum. With the new American aid, “some

increase in Ukraine’s defensive potential is

possible, and offensive as well,” according to

Dmitry Stefanovich, a researcher for a think

tank associated with the Russian Academy of

Sciences. He added that on a “symbolic” level,

the U.S. aid “will clearly raise the morale of the

Ukrainian armed forces.”

Vasily Kashin, another analyst in Moscow,

warned of new military pressure on Russia.

“Ukraine will have additional high-precision

weapons that it will use against our troops and

our territory.” He added that new air-defense

weapons for Ukraine “will again limit the use

of Russian aviation,” which in recent weeks

had been striking power plants and other tar-

gets in Ukraine almost at will.

The two Russian experts’ comments were

quoted this week by a Russian-language web-

site called RTVI. They were translated and

sent to me on Tuesday by retired Army Brig.

Gen. Kevin Ryan, a former defense attaché in

Moscow.

How quickly can the new U.S. weapons be

delivered to Ukraine? William B. Taylor Jr., a

former U.S. ambassador to Kyiv, believes that

because the Pentagon pre-positioned ammu-

nition and other supplies in southern Poland,

the new supplies could arrive “in days.” Ad-

ministration officials agree that some critical

artillery ammunition could even be delivered

within hours, depending on how many trucks

Ukraine can assemble.

Ukraine has been running desperately low

on air-defense systems, and here, too, con-

gressional action will reduce the likelihood of

disaster. Defending Ukraine’s skies is a com-

plicated problem because the country has a

mix of NATO and Soviet-era systems. Con-

gressional action will allow quick shipment of

U.S. interceptors, and the Biden administra-

tion is racing to get Soviet gear from partner

nations that used to be allied with Moscow.

Ukraine’s sagging air defenses will also be

bolstered by what the Pentagon calls its

“FrankenSAM” program to adapt Soviet-built

launchers to use U.S. surface-to-air missiles.

That hybrid experiment has succeeded, the

senior administration official said.

U.S. officials are urging the Ukrainians to

use the new military aid to consolidate their

lines and hold tight through the rest of 2024,

rather than rush another counteroffensive

like last year’s unsuccessful push toward the

Sea of Azov. “We need them to build strength

this year to be able to take back territory next

year,” the senior administration official said.

The Russian analysts caution that Ukraine,

for all its recent troubles, was not on the brink

of collapse. “In fact … there has been no failure

at the front, there is no abandonment of large

and even small cities. Ukrainian servicemen

are not surrendering en masse, etc.,” observ-

ed the RTVI commentary, adding that Uk-

raine has “an impressive number” of troops in

reserve.

“The Russians are as tired and demoralized

as the Ukrainians are,” argued Taylor.

Though Moscow and Kyiv have both been

buzzing with rumors of a big Russian attack,

Taylor is skeptical. “If the Russians had the ca-

pability to break through, they would have

done it” during the months of delay on the U.S.

aid package, he said.

Amodel for Ukraine’s resistance is Finland,

which fought off Russian domination for 75

years before finally joining NATO last year.

That story is told in a new Russian and English

translation of a book titled “How Finland Sur-

vived Stalin,” which is being closely read in

Moscow, according to Finland’s ambassador

to Washington, Mikko Hautala.

Josef Stalin thought he could overrun Fin-

land, just as Vladimir Putin believed he could

dominate Ukraine. Each believed he wasn’t

facing a real country, but rather reconquering

awayward remnant of the Russian empire. To

paraphrase a line from the book: What is the

idea of Ukraine? To survive.

Thanks to President Joe Biden and a strong

bipartisan majority in Congress — and most of

all to what might be hundreds of thousands of

dead and wounded Ukrainians who fought

through the darkest moments — the survival

of an independent Ukraine looks more certain

today than it did a week ago.

How Ukraine can make best use of new US aid
BY DAVID IGNATIUS

The Washington Post

A
merica’s elections are under un-

precedented threat. From foreign

interference in the 2016 presiden-

tial race to the Jan. 6, 2021, insur-

rection, the integrity of our democratic proc-

ess has been repeatedly targeted in recent

years. Safeguarding it against future attacks

requires an often-overlooked resource: Gen-

eration Z.

Young Americans have come of age during

a time of unparalleled challenges to our de-

mocracy. They have witnessed the erosion of

trust in our institutions, the rise of polarization

and misinformation, and the vulnerability of

our electoral systems to both domestic and

foreign malicious actors. This tumultuous in-

troduction to the political landscape has left

many in Gen Z both disillusioned and eager to

be part of the solution.

Yet when we speak with election officials

and their partners about engaging the next

generation in their work, the conversation

centers mostly on poll worker recruitment

and awareness-raising. While these are im-

portant initiatives, they fail to recognize the

full potential of young people as partners in the

fight for election security. To truly empower

Gen Z to make a difference, we must invest in

programs that provide them with hands-on

experience and training, engaging youth to

ensure a continuous pipeline of knowledge-

able individuals joining the space. The Virgi-

nia Cyber Navigator Internship Program, a

collaboration between the Virginia Depart-

ment of Elections and six Virginia universi-

ties, offers one powerful model.

After Russian-affiliated actors targeted vot-

er registration databases and state election

websites across the United States in 2016, Vir-

ginia lawmakers required that local election

offices meet minimum requisite cybersecuri-

ty standards. However, many officials still

lacked the money, personnel, or knowledge to

both meet these standards and upgrade their

election infrastructure security.

The VA Cyber Navigator Internship Pro-

gram, which deploys college students with

elections and cybersecurity training to help

Virginia’s local election offices improve their

security posture, was created to address that

gap. The students first take an election secur-

ity course developed by the universities and

the Virginia Department of Elections that pro-

vides specialized training on the significance

of voting and the technical issues associated

with securing election processes (the authors

of this piece co-teach the election security

course offered at George Mason University).

Upon completing this training, students are

eligible to apply for the internship program.

Selected students work as interns at local elec-

tion offices throughout Virginia for 10 weeks in

the summer.

Deploying technically savvy students with

specialized cybersecurity training to assist lo-

cal election offices provides valuable hands-

on experience for students while addressing a

critical need for officials. However, recent de-

velopments at both the federal and state levels

raise concerns about our commitment to pri-

oritizing election security. The paltry $55 mil-

lion allocated for this purpose in the fiscal 2024

federal budget, along with some states’ reluc-

tance to collaborate with CISA, suggests a

troubling failure to treat the integrity of our

democratic process as the national security

imperative that it is.

Investing in the education and engagement

of young people cultivates a cadre of informed,

committed individuals who understand the

gravity of the threats we face. We can build a

stronger, more resilient democracy that is bet-

ter prepared to withstand the challenges

posed by those who seek to undermine it. Our

adversaries, both foreign and domestic, have

demonstrated their willingness to exploit any

vulnerability in our electoral infrastructure.

Strengthening that infrastructure demands

fresh thinking and new perspectives — pre-

cisely what Gen Z has to offer. The future of

our democracy depends, in part, on our ability

to inspire and empower young people to take

up this cause as their own.

Generation Z is key to securing America’s elections
BY DAVID LEVINE

AND MASSIMILIANO ALBANESE

The Fulcrum

David Levine is senior elections integrity fellow at the German
Marshall Fund’s Alliance for Securing Democracy, where he
assesses vulnerabilities in electoral infrastructure, administration
and policies. Massimiliano Albanese is associate professor and
associate chair for research in the Department of Information
Science and Technology at George Mason University.
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SCOREBOARD/WNBA

Madrid Open
Wednesday

At Caja Magica
Madrid

Purse: Euro 7,877,020
Surface: Red clay

Men’s Singles
Round of 128

Mariano Navone, Argentina, def. Alexei
Popyrin, Australia, 7-5, 6-2.

Jaume Munar, Spain, def. Nuno Borges,
Portugal, 7-5, 6-4.

Taro Daniel, Japan, def. Aleksandar Vuk-
ic, Australia, 6-2, 6-7 (1), 6-1.

Thiago Seyboth Wild, Brazil, def. Roman
Safiullin, Russia, 6-4, 6-4.

Daniel Altmaier, Germany, def. Martin
Landaluce, Spain, 6-1, 7-5.

Alexander Shevchenko, Russia, def. Ar-
thur Rinderknech, France, 6-4, 5-7, 6-3.

Luciano Darderi, Italy, def. Gael Monfils,
France, 6-4, 6-2.

Luca van Assche, France, def. Zizou
Bergs, Belgium, 6-4, 6-7 (0), 6-1.

Fabian Marozsan, Hungary, def. Aslan
Karatsev, Russia, 7-6 (6), 7-6 (2).

Jack Draper, Britain, def. Thanasi Kokki-
nakis, Australia, 6-3, 3-6, 7-5.

Borna Coric, Croatia, def. Benjamin Has-
san, Germany, 6-7 (5), 7-5, 6-3.

Facundo Bagnis, Argentina, def. Bran-
don Nakashima, United States, 6-3, 7-6 (5).

Botic Van de Zandschulp, Netherlands,
def. Christopher Eubanks, United States,
6-3, 6-3.

Lukas Klein, Slovakia, def. Pablo Llamas
Ruiz, Spain, 6-1, 4-6, 7-6 (4).

Denis Shapovalov, Canada, def. Facun-
do Diaz Acosta, Argentina, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3.

Juncheng Shang, China, def. Corentin
Moutet, France, 6-7 (9), 6-2, 7-6 (10).

Women’s Singles
Round of 128

Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, def. Yuan
Yue, China, 6-2, 6-4.

Victoria Jimenez Kasintseva, Andorra,
def. Zhu Lin, China, 6-4, 6-3.

Jessica Bouzas Maneiro, Spain, def. Pau-
la Badosa, Spain, 2-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Mayar Sherif, Egypt, def. Lauren Davis,
United States, 4-6, 7-6 (4), 6-4.

Sloane Stephens, United States, def.
Martina Trevisan, Italy, 6-3, 5-7, 6-4.

Donna Vekic, Croatia, def. Laura Siege-
mund, Germany, 6-1, 6-2.

Naomi Osaka, Japan, def. Greet Minnen,
Belgium, 6-4, 6-1.

Sara Sorribes Tormo, Spain, def. Bernar-
da Pera, United States, 7-5, 6-2.

Shelby Rogers, United States, def. Zhang
Shuai, China, 6-3, 6-2.

Maria Carle, Argentina, def. Emma Ra-
ducanu, Britain, 6-2, 6-2.

Cristina Bucsa, Spain, def. Harriet Dart,
Britain, 6-4, 6-4.

Emiliana Arango, Colombia, def. Aman-
da Anisimova, United States, 1-6, 6-4, 7-6
(2).

Wang Xinyu, China, def. Viktoriya Tomo-
va, Bulgaria, 5-7, 7-5, 6-4.

Magda Linette, Poland, def. Elisabetta
Cocciaretto, Italy, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Caroline Dolehide, United States, def.
Zhuoxuan Bai, China, 6-3, 6-3.

Lucia Bronzetti, Italy, def. Varvara Gra-
cheva, Russia, 6-3, 6-3.

Sara Errani, Italy, def. Caroline Woz-
niacki, Denmark, 3-6, 7-5, 7-5.

Ashlyn Krueger, United States, def. Nao
Hibino, Japan, 6-4, 6-4.

Jaqueline Adina Cristian, Romania, def.
Magdalena Frech, Poland, 7-5, 6-2.

Robin Montgomery, United States, def.
Elina Avanesyan, Russia, 6-2, 6-2.

Mirra Andreeva, Russia, def. Taylor
Townsend, United States, 4-6, 6-1, 7-5.

Sara Bejlek, Czech Republic, def. Anna
Blinkova, Russia, 4-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Olga Danilovic, Serbia, def. Clara Burel,
France, 3-6, 7-6 (8), 6-4.

Daria Saville, Australia, def. Hailey Bap-
tiste, United States, 6-4, 7-6 (5).

TENNIS

MLS

EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA

Inter Miami CF 5 2 3 18 22 15

New York 4 1 4 16 13 9

Cincinnati 4 2 3 15 10 8

Columbus 3 1 5 14 12 9

Toronto FC 4 4 1 13 9 12

Philadelphia 3 0 4 13 14 9

Atlanta 3 3 2 11 13 9

NYCFC 3 4 2 11 9 9

Charlotte FC 3 4 2 11 9 11

CF Montréal 3 3 2 11 12 16

D.C. United 2 3 4 10 12 14

Orlando City 2 3 3 9 10 15

Chicago 2 4 3 9 11 18

Nashville 1 3 4 7 9 16

New England 1 6 1 4 5 14

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA

LA Galaxy 5 1 3 18 21 15

Vancouver 5 2 1 16 17 9

Real Salt Lake 4 2 3 15 15 8

Colorado 4 2 3 15 15 13

Minnesota 4 2 2 14 13 9

Houston 4 3 1 13 9 8

LAFC 3 3 3 12 15 14

Austin FC 3 3 3 12 12 13

St Louis City 2 1 6 12 15 14

Sporting KC 2 2 5 11 17 16

Portland 2 3 4 10 18 18

Seattle 1 4 3 6 9 9

FC Dallas 1 5 2 5 7 12

San Jose 1 8 0 3 13 24

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday’s games

LA Galaxy at Austin FC 
Colorado at Cincinnati 
CF Montréal at Columbus 
Seattle at D.C. United 
Charlotte FC at New York City FC 
Miami at New England 
Vancouver at New York 
Toronto FC at Orlando City 
Real Salt Lake at Philadelphia 
Atlanta at Chicago 
Houston at FC Dallas 
Sporting Kansas City at Minnesota 
San Jose at Nashville 
Portland at Los Angeles FC 

Saturday, May 4

Minnesota at Atlanta 
Portland at Charlotte FC 
Philadelphia at D.C. United 
New York at Miami 
Cincinnati at Orlando City 
Los Angeles FC at San Jose 
FC Dallas at Toronto FC 
New England at Chicago 
St Louis City at Houston 
CF Montréal at Nashville 
Sporting Kansas City at Real Salt Lake 
Austin FC at Vancouver 

Sunday, May 5

Colorado at New York City FC 
LA Galaxy at Seattle 

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA

Kansas City 4 0 1 13 17 10

Washington 4 1 0 12 9 4

Chicago 3 1 1 10 7 4

North Carolina 3 2 0 9 10 5

Orlando 2 0 3 9 6 4

Louisville 1 0 4 7 9 5

Angel City 2 2 1 7 6 7

Bay FC 2 3 0 6 9 12

Portland 1 3 1 4 10 11

San Diego 1 2 1 4 2 3

Gotham FC 1 2 1 4 2 4

Houston 1 3 1 4 6 14

Seattle 1 4 0 3 5 8

Utah Royals FC 1 4 0 3 4 11

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday’s games

Orlando at Washington 
Kansas City at Angel City 

Saturday’s games

Seattle at North Carolina 
Houston at Utah Royals FC 
Portland at Chicago 
Bay FC at San Diego 

Sunday’s game

Louisville at Gotham FC 
Wednesday, May 1

North Carolina at Orlando 
Washington at Chicago 
Portland at Bay FC 

Friday, May 3

Angel City at Utah Royals FC 
San Diego at Seattle 

Saturday, May 4

North Carolina at Gotham FC 
Washington at Portland 

Sunday, May 5

Kansas City at Houston 
Louisville at Orlando 
Chicago at Bay FC 

PRO SOCCER

PWHL

GP W L OW OL Pts GF GA

x-Toronto 21 10 7 4 0 38 54 45

Montreal 22 9 5 3 5 38 55 53

Minnesota 21 8 6 4 3 35 50 43

Ottawa 21 8 6 1 6 32 57 52

Boston 22 6 9 4 3 29 44 53

New York 21 3 11 4 3 20 42 56

Teams awarded three (3) points for a
regulation win, two (2) points for an over-
time or shootout win, one (1) point for an
overtime or shootout loss, and zero (0)
points for a regulation time loss.

x-clinched playoff position
Wednesday, April 24

Ottawa 3, Boston 2, SO
Montreal 5, New York 2

Saturday's games
Montreal at Ottawa
Boston at Minnesota

Sunday's game
Toronto at New York

PRO HOCKEY

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Sent LHP Cionel
Perez to Norfolk (IL) on a rehab assign-
ment.

BOSTON RED SOX — Placed RHP Brayan
Bello on the 15-day IL, retroactive to April
21, Recalled RHP Zack Kelly from Worces-
ter (IL).

TEXAS RANGERS — Sent RHP Max Scher-
zer to Round Rock (IL) on a rehab assign-
ment. Sent 1B Jared Walsh outright to
Round Rock. Claimed LHP Kolton Ingram
off waivers from the New York Mets. Re-
called RHP Grant Anderson from Round
Rock. Placed THP Austin Pruitt on the 15-
day Il, retroactive to April 21.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Recalled SS Ad-
dison Barger from Buffalo (IL). Placed OF
Kevin Kiermaier on the 10-day IL.

National League
CHICAGO CUBS — Placed 1B Cody Bellin-

ger on the 10-day IL. Recalled OF Pete
Crow-Armstrong from Iowa (IL).

CINCINNATI REDS — Sent RHP Ian Gibaut
to Louisville (IL) on a rehab assignment.
Transferred LHP Alex Young from the 15-
day IL to the 60-day IL. Claimed OF Peyton
Burdick of waivers from Baltimore and op-
tioned him to Louisville (IL).

COLORADO ROCKIES — Recalled C Hun-
ter Goodman from Albuquerque (PCL). Op-
tioned INF/OF Michael Toglia to Albuquer-
que. Agreed to terms with RHP Tyler Dan-
ish on a minor league contract.

MIAMI MARLINS — Reinstated C Chris-
tian Bethancourt from the 10-day IL. Op-
tioned C Jhonny Pereda to Jacksonville
(IL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Recalled LHP
John King and SS Jose Fermin from Mem-
phis (IL). Optioned LHP Zack Thompson
and 3B Jordan Walker to Memphis.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Placed LHP
Blake Snell on the 15-day IL, retroactive to
April 23. Recalled RHP Landen Roupp from
Sacramento (PCL).

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Recalled
INF Trey Lipscomb from Rochester (IL).
Placed OF Lane Thomas on the 10-day IL.
Sent OF Stone Garrett to Rochester on a re-
hab assignment.

BASKETBALL
Women’s National Basketball

Association
PHOENIX MERCURY — Signed G Air

Hearn and Cs Bella Murekatete and Desi-
Rae Young to training camp contracts.

NEW YORK LIBERTY — Named Epiphan-
ny Prince director of player and commun-
ity engagement.

WASHINGTON MYSTICS — Exercised
their option with C Shakira Austin.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Signed WR Rash-
od Bateman to a three-year contract ex-
tension.

CHICAGO BEARS — Signed assistant
general manager Ian Cunningham to a
contract extension.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Exercised their
fifth-year team option and signed WR Ja-
’Marr Chase to a one-year contract exten-
sion.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Exercised their
fifth-year team option on LB Micah Par-
sons.

DETROIT LIONS — Agreed to terms with
WR Amon-Ra St. Brown and OT Penei Se-
well on four-year contract extensions.

NEW YORK JETS — Traded QB Zach Wil-
son to Denver.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Announced the
retirement of OT James Hurst.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed OLB
Alex Highsmith to a restructured contract
extension.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Waived S
Richard LeCounte III.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

COLORADO AVALANCHE — Returned D
Brad Hunt, G Ivan Prosvetov and C Chris
Wagner to Colorado (AHL) from loan.

EDMONTON OILERS — Reassigned D Phi-
lip Broberg to Bakersfield (AHL).

VANCOUVER CANUCKS — Recalled G
Nikita Tolopilo from Abbotsford (AHL).

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Recalled D
Hardy Haman Aktell from Hershey (AHL).

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

ATLANTA UNITED — Acquired $200,000 in
general allocation money (GAM) and
$175,000 in GAM if certain performance-
based incentives are achieved from To-
ronto FC in exchange for W Derrick Etienne
Jr.

COLLEGE
TEXAS RIO GRANDE VALLEY — Named

Don Sommer football’s head coach for
strength and conditioning.

TENNESSEE — Named John Aiken, Mark
White, Selle Hann, Truman Moore, Jawaan
Holmes and Nick Johnson men’s basket-
ball assistant coaches.

DEALS

NASCAR Cup points leaders

Through April 21

1. Kyle Larson 359

2. Martin Truex Jr 344

3. Chase Elliott 337

4. William Byron 335

5. Tyler Reddick 316

6. Denny Hamlin 308

7. Ryan Blaney 302

8. Ty Gibbs 296

9. Ross Chastain 277

10. Alex Bowman 261

11. Bubba Wallace 257

12. Chase Briscoe 256

13. Christopher Bell 255

14. Brad Keselowski 254

15. Joey Logano 245

16. Chris Buescher 245

17. Kyle Busch 233

AUTO RACING

The WNBA Draft is over, and

superstars like No. 1 pick Caitlin

Clark are heading toward surefire

pro careers.

Not all 36 selections from his

year’s draft will have such assu-

rances. The league has 144 covet-

ed roster spots among 12 teams,

and other options for pro careers

in women’s basketball either in

the U.S. or overseas are scarce.

It’s a sharp contrast from men’s

prospects who don’t make NBA

rosters. They have more opportu-

nities, including more overseas

opportunities and playing in the G

League.

The NBA also has 30 teams with

15 players allowed on the regular-

season roster, so there are more

spots available.

Why don’t all WNBA Draft

picks make team rosters?

There’s a simple reason why be-

ing among those 36 draft picks

doesn’t ensure a roster spot: most

of the spots will be taken by re-

turning players.

Only 19 of the 2023 picks played

at least one game in the WNBA

last season. Since 2018, 142 of 216

draft picks (65.7%) have played in

a WNBA game at some point in

their career.

The high mark was 28 of the 36

draftees in 2019.

Players have tried to carve out a

WNBA chance by playing profes-

sionally overseas, but those jobs

are also at a premium. Brittney

Griner’s nine-month incarcera-

tion in Moscow along with the war

in Ukraine have led to the elimina-

tion of dozens of potential jobs in

Russia.

Will top stars make it?
Clark, the former Iowa player

and the NCAA’s career leading

scorer, was picked first overall by

the Indiana Fever, and she’ll cer-

tainly get a chance. The same is

likely true for Stanford’s Cameron

Brink (No. 2, Los Angeles) and na-

tional champion South Carolina

star Kamilla Cardoso (No. 3, Chi-

cago).

Last year, only seven of 12 sec-

ond-round picks and three of 12

third-round picks saw any regu-

lar-season action. 

That suggests nothing is guar-

anteed for NCAA Tournament

standouts like UConn’s Nika Mühl

(drafted No. 14, Seattle Storm) and

Iowa’s Kate Martin (No. 18, Las

Vegas Aces).

Why does it matter?
Of course, it’s disappointing for

players who come so close to full-

ing their WNBA dreams but get

squeezed out because of numbers.

It also can be a big deal for fans

who no longer get to see a favorite

college player on the court.

“You can be a great college

player and not make a WNBA ros-

ter,” ESPN WNBA analyst LaChi-

na Robinson said last year.

“You’re not only competing with

players that are currently on the

roster, but also a ton of women’s

basketball players overseas that

have been honing their skills and

waiting for opportunity to break

into the WNBA.”

ADAM HUNGER/AP 

Iowa’s Kate Martin, left, was drafted 18th overall by the Las Vegas
Aces, but that’s no guarantee she’ll even play in the WNBA.

EXPLAINER

Why every draftee
won’t make roster

Associated Press
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GOLF/AUTO RACING

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C. — Golf

went a decade without being able to identify

a dominant player. And then within the last

month, the sport suddenly has two of them.

Scottie Scheffler won his first PGA Tour

event in the Phoenix Open two years ago

and now he has 10 tour titles, two of them at

the Masters.

Not only is he the No. 1 player in the

world, he has double the average points of

the next player, Rory McIlroy. That hasn’t

happened since Tiger Woods doubled the

world rankings lead over Phil Mickelson to-

ward the end of 2009.

Nelly Korda went through 2023 without

winning on the LPGA Tour — her only title

was the Aramco Series in London on the La-

dies European Tour — and ended the year

at No. 5 in the women’s world rankings. Now

she is in the LPGA record book with five

straight victories and is close to having dou-

ble the points average of Lilia Vu, who won

two majors last year.

It all seems to have happened so quickly,

except that it really hasn’t.

Korda possesses all the traits of a star.

She has the athletic genes — an older sis-

ter (Jessica) on the LPGA Tour, a younger

brother (Sebastian) who is No. 26 in the

world in tennis, a father (Petr) who won his

lone Grand Slam event in tennis at the 1998

Australian Open.

Her swing is so pure that even the late

Mickey Wright, regarded as the greatest

LPGA player, took notice in a 2017 Golf Di-

gest interview. That was a year before Kor-

da won the first of her 13 LPGA titles.

Korda first rose to No. 1 when she cap-

tured the Women’s PGA Championship at

Atlanta Athletic Club in 2021, and then won

the Olympic gold medal in Japan. What she

lost was momentum — surgery for a blood

clot in her left arm that cost her four months

in 2022, and then a back injury in the late

spring of 2023 that cost her a month.

She exudes a cool demeanor, ruthless at

times, and her quiet toughness is a good fit

with swing coach Jamie Mulligan. He says

Korda has “shooter’s adrenaline,” a basket-

ball reference.

“If the mind is quiet, even

if your heart is going, you

can get yourself in the right

spot,” Mulligan said.

Now she is fully fit and lis-

tening to her body. Korda

won before a home crowd in

Bradenton, Fla., skipped the

entire Asia swing, returned

after seven weeks off and

won four in a row.

Her victory at the Chev-

ron Championship, her fifth

straight win to tie the LPGA

record, never looked in

doubt. It was surprising to hear Korda talk

about the grind, her nerves and that she felt

“sick to my stomach.” No telling how the

rest of the tour must feel.

“I think there’s a key in

the simplicity that I have

when I play,” Korda said. “I

honestly just take it a shot at

a time, and we pick a game

plan when we get to the golf

course and we work and we

stay in our own little bubble.

It’s been working so far.”

That’s how Scheffler

makes it look.

He picks a target. He

swings the club. It goes

where he’s looking.

No one is better from tee

to green, which can make

his putting seem worse than it really is. He

got into some bad habits last year that made

the putter look like a piece of kryptonite at

the end of a shaft. That has been sorted out.

And that’s frightening for the rest of golf.

When he polished off his latest clinic

Monday morning in the rain-delayed RBC

Heritage, Scheffler was asked about the

worst shot he hit in the final round.

It stumped him. Scheffler finally settled

on a 3-wood he tugged off the tee on the

eighth hole. It just trickled into the left

rough.

But that was the point of the question. He

never seems to miss.

“I didn’t know what you were getting at

there,” he said with a laugh. “And I was

thinking through my shots and I was like ...

yeah, I felt like I hit a lot of quality shots, and

the ball was coming out of the face. It

seemed like if a shot didn’t end up where I

wanted it to, it was probably just a little gust

of wind.”

Korda and Scheffler will disappear now

for a few weeks.

Korda withdrew from the JM Eagle LA

Championship on Monday — probably a

smart move for her and the long year ahead,

brutal for the LPGA just when it was poised

to create room on the Nelly bandwagon —

and is not expected back until May 9 for the

Cognizant Founders Cup in New Jersey.

Scheffler said he will not be back until the

PGA Championship on May 16-19. His wife,

Meredith, is expecting to give birth to their

first child by the end of the month.

Scheffler is approaching a full year at No.

1 in the world, a rarity in men’s golf. Dustin

Johnson (64 weeks) and McIlroy (54 weeks)

are the only ones to have done that post-

Woods. After that first victory, it took Schef-

fler only 50 tournaments to get the next

nine.

This form didn’t just show up overnight.

It just seems that way because of his putting

funk.

“I was No. 1 in the world for a long time

last year,” Scheffler said. “But I was never

answering questions like, ‘Hey, you’ve been

playing so great.’ It was more like, ‘Hey,

you’ve been playing great, BUT you’ve

been doing this one thing really, really

bad.’”

He laughed, because laughter comes eas-

ily to Scheffler. So does winning.

Suddenly, a double dose of dominance
BY DOUG FERGUSON

Associated Press

ERIC GAY, LEFT, CHRIS CARLSON, RIGHT/AP

Nelly Korda, left, and Scottie Scheffler watch their shots last week. Korda tied the LPGA
record with her fifth straight win and second major title. Scheffler has been No. 1 for
almost a year and has won two straight events, including his second Masters.

“I think
there’s a
key in the
simplicity
that I have
when I play.”

Nelly Korda

No. 1 player on LPGA Tour

Will Power said Thursday he

was unaware of any manipula-

tions to Team Penske’s push-to-

power system until after last

weekend’s IndyCar race at Long

Beach and never illegally used the

mechanism.

Team Penske is under heavy

scrutiny following the March 10

season-opening race at St. Peters-

burg, Fla., in which Josef Newgar-

den was stripped of the victory

and Scott McLaughlin, who fin-

ished third, was also disqualified.

Power finished fourth and while

his result was not thrown out, he

was docked 10 points and all three

Penske drivers were fined

$25,000. Power has not been ac-

cused of any wrongdoing by Indy-

Car but was punished because the

manipulated systems were found

on all three Penske cars following

Sunday morning’s warmup in Cal-

ifornia.

“I was disappointed to learn

about the penalty that we received

this week from IndyCar,” Power

wrote on social media. “There was

an oversight by our team and I was

unaware of the situation until it

was brought to our attention fol-

lowing Long Beach.

“As per the rules, I did not util-

ize the P2P capabilities during

any start or restart during the St.

Petersburg race,” he continued.

“While I accept the penalty, I want

it to be known that I did nothing

wrong and followed the rules.”

Team Penske has maintained

that the push-to-pass system on its

three Chevrolets

was utilized in a

test session for

upcoming hy-

brid engines and

then mistakenly

not replaced be-

fore the start of

the season. It re-

mained on the cars for three races

and Newgarden onboard videos

clearly show the reigning Indiana-

polis 500 winner illegally using

push-to-pass to gain position on at

least one restart.

McLaughlin in a Wednesday

night statement said he used the

system for less than 2 seconds and

gained no positions on the track.

He said he pushed the button out

of habit.

IndyCar prohibits the use of the

push-to-pass system on starts and

restarts and the button isn’t even

supposed to work on those occa-

sions. The issue was discovered

Sunday in California when a glitch

in the system knocked push-to-

pass out on all cars except the

three Penske entries.

IndyCar then examined the

units, found them to be illegal, and

forced the team to correct the sys-

tems before the race.

Roger Penske, who owns the

race team, IndyCar and Indiana-

polis Motor Speedway, told The

Associated Press “I am embar-

rassed” by the scandal. Newgar-

den has yet to address the issue

but a Friday morning news confe-

rence has been scheduled at Bar-

ber Motorsports Park in Alabama.

IndyCar has yet to present the

data that proves Newgarden ma-

nipulated his way to the victory.

The disqualification dropped him

from first to 11th in points and the

scandal hit right before Friday

night’s Season 2 debut episode of

“100 Days to Indy” in which New-

garden is the star.

Newgarden, in addition to being

the reigning Indy 500 winner, is a

two-time IndyCar champion and

in a contract year with Penske.

He’s believed to be chasing a pay

raise that would put him in line

with the extensions recently

signed by Colton Herta and Pato

O’Ward, drivers with lesser cre-

dentials than Newgarden.

O’Ward was named the St. Pete

winner following the disqualifica-

tions in Arrow McLaren’s first vic-

tory since 2022.

Power denies participating in Penske scandal
BY JENNA FRYER

Associated Press

Penske
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DENVER — Playing for multi-

ple schools no longer raises a red

flag for NFL talent evaluators in

this day and age of the ever busier

transfer portal and financial

windfalls available to college foot-

ball players before they’re even

old enough to buy a round of

drinks.

That’s a good thing for the near-

ly one-third of the 398 prospects

invited to the NFL scouting com-

bine in February who switched

schools on their way to catching

the attention of pro scouts ahead

of Thursday’s NFL Draft.

The list of players who capital-

ized on relaxed transfer rules in-

cludes USC quarterback Caleb

Williams, who was the odds-on fa-

vorite to go first overall to the Chi-

cago Bears on Thursday night.

Williams spent his freshman year

at Oklahoma before following

coach Lincoln Riley to Los An-

geles, where he threw for 72

touchdowns in two seasons with

the Trojans.

Another is Heisman Trophy

winner Jayden Daniels, who spent

two seasons at LSU after playing

three years at Arizona State.

“Transfers, in terms of impact-

ing guys and grades, no, that’s not

really an issue anymore,” said

NFL Network draft analyst Daniel

Jeremiah, a former pro scout. “I

know once upon a time it would

come up in draft meetings. But

I’m old enough to remember

when I first started in ’03 we had

discussions in the draft about a

player having tattoos!

“Think how silly that is when we

fast-forward 20 years. Some

things become less important.

And nobody really cares about the

transfer thing anymore.”

Players can also make money

long before declaring for the draft

nowadays, and there’s still an in-

flux of athletes who took advan-

tage of the NCAA’s decision to

give them an extra year of eligibil-

ity due to the pandemic.

One player who capitalized on

that extra season was Denver

Broncos wide receiver Brandon

Johnson, who caught just one

touchdown pass in five seasons at

Tennessee, including one year

that he ended up redshirting after

four games.

Johnson, the son of former MLB

catcher Charles Johnson, trans-

ferred to Central Florida, where

he caught 11 touchdown passes in

13 games in 2021, catching the at-

tention of the Broncos, who signed

him as an undrafted free agent.

“I think a lot of guys transfer for

circumstances that everybody

may not know about. There’s a lot

that goes into it,” Johnson said.

“So I’m glad the negative stigma is

gone.

“Before, they were looked at as

though, ‘Oh, this guy’s afraid of

competition or he can’t stick it out

if it gets tough.’ So, yeah, I can def-

initely appreciate this new era.”

Johnson said he never would

have reached the NFL were it not

for the chance to play an extra sea-

son close to home.

Of the 398 players invited to this

year’s combine, 121 of them at-

tended more than one college or

university.

Four of them transferred mul-

tiple times, including quarter-

backs Kedon Slovis (USC, Pitt,

BYU) and Jack Plummer (Pur-

due, Cal, Louisville). Outside line-

backer Ovie Oghoufo played at

Notre Dame, Texas and LSU and

defensive end Eyabi Okie-Anoma

played for Alabama, UT Martin

and Michigan before finishing up

at Charlotte.

In future drafts, there’s likely to

be even more players who bounce

around to several schools on their

way to the pros. College athletes

are now eligible to play immedi-

ately no matter how many times

they transfer — as long as they

meet academic requirements —

after the NCAA fast-tracked legis-

lation to fall in line with a recent

court order.

While transferring is no longer

the taboo it once was, the nascent

NIL frontier provides the pro tal-

ent evaluators with another inflec-

tion point, giving them a chance to

see how prospective picks might

handle fame and fortune.

Jeremiah said that when talent

evaluators go back to “self-scout”

and see why a certain player

didn’t work out, two things usually

come up: “They don’t know how to

handle adversity and then the oth-

er thing is sometimes they don’t

know how to handle money, fame,

all that kind of stuff that goes

along with it, all the distractions

that money can bring.

“So now, you’re getting a

chance to see them in that situa-

tion, basically being a profession-

al before they even get to you and

see how they handle themselves,”

Jeremiah said. “I think it can be a

plus.”

GENEVA HEFFERNAN/AP 

Denver Broncos wide receiver Brandon Johnson, right, played five seasons for Tennessee, but attributes
his NFL career to being able to transfer to Central Florida and play closer to home for an extra season.

Prospects going to multiple
schools no longer red flag

BY ARNIE STAPLETON

Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The Car-

olina Panthers spent more than

$150 million upgrading their of-

fensive line and traded for wide

receiver Diontae Johnson in an at-

tempt to help quarterback Bryce

Young maximize his potential.

Whether that helps Young take

a much-needed step forward after

going 2-14 as a rookie starter in

2023 remains to be seen.

But the second-year quarter-

back appeared pretty excited

Tuesday about the organizational

changes this offseason following

the first practice under new head

coach Dave Canales.

“It’s just great to get some new

faces in here,” Young said after

the first day of minicamp. “They

are all hungry, and great players.

... There is a lot of new ideas, new

energy and new people. Right now

the mission is just for all of that to

come together, and for us to get on

the same page and focus in on

turning this into a winning football

team.”

The Panthers invested a lot in

Young last year, and it’s absolute-

ly vital to their future that he

shows progression.

Carolina sent four draft picks

and wide receiver D.J. Moore to

the Chicago Bears to move up to

the No. 1 spot in the draft last year

to get Young, who won the 2021

Heisman Trophy at Alabama. It’s

a move that ultimately cost the

Panthers the No. 1 overall pick in

this week’s NFL Draft after they

finished 2-15, the worst record in

the league.

Carolina does not have a first-

round pick on Thursday night.

Young’s struggles with the Pan-

thers were only amplified by the

success of C.J. Stroud, who was

drafted one spot behind Young by

the Houston Texans.

Young averaged just 180 yards

passing per game with 11 touch-

downs and 10 interceptions.

It didn’t help that he spent most

of the season under duress, sacked

62 times — second most in the

league. Young refused to say if

constant pressure impacted his

confidence, choosing to talk only

about the future.

But new general manager Dan

Morgan certainly felt the need to

shore up the middle of the offen-

sive line, signing guards Robert

Hunt from the Dolphins to a five-

year, $100 million deal and Da-

mian Lewis from the Seahawks to

a four-year, $53 million contract.

“I have that inside-out mental-

ity,” Canales said. “It starts up

front. I’ve always believed that

about football. It starts on the of-

fensive line and defensive line.

Getting those critical pieces, those

were the first moves we made” in

free agency.

Morgan also wanted more play-

makers in the passing game, trad-

ing for Johnson. He will be paired

with reliable veteran wideout

Adam Thielen and last year’s sec-

ond-round pick Jonathan Mingo.

Johnson caught just 51 passes

for 717 yards and five touchdowns

last season for the Pittsburgh

Steelers. But he’s shown big-time

star potential with 107 receptions

for 1,161 yards and eight touch-

downs in 2021.

Johnson said he’s a player who

can get open no matter where he is

on the field. He said Tuesday that

Canales has told him he will be the

first option on most of Young’s

reads, a strong indication the Pan-

thers view him as their No. 1 re-

ceiver.

“I’m here to make him better as

a quarterback, to help him grow,”

Johnson said.

RUSTY JONES/AP

Carolina quarterback Bryce Young averaged just 180 yards passing
per game last season with 11 touchdowns and 10 interceptions.

QB Young excited for
‘new faces’ in Carolina
following 2-15 season

BY STEVE REED

Associated Press
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American League

East Division

W L Pct GB

New York 17 8 .680 —

Baltimore 16 8 .667 ½

Boston 14 11 .560 3

Toronto 13 12 .520 4

Tampa Bay 13 13 .500 4½

Central Division

W L Pct GB

Cleveland 17 7 .708 —

Kansas City 15 10 .600 2½

Detroit 14 11 .560 3½

Minnesota 10 13 .435 6½

Chicago 3 21 .125 14

West Division

W L Pct GB

Texas 13 12 .520 —

Seattle 12 12 .500 ½

Los Angeles 10 15 .400 3

Oakland 9 16 .360 4

Houston 7 18 .280 6

National League

East Division

W L Pct GB

Atlanta 17 6 .739 —

Philadelphia 15 10 .600 3

New York 13 11 .542 4½

Washington 10 13 .435 7

Miami 6 20 .231 12½

Central Division

W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 15 8 .652 —

Chicago 15 9 .625 ½

Cincinnati 14 10 .583 1½

Pittsburgh 13 12 .520 3

St. Louis 11 14 .440 5

West Division

W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 15 11 .577 —

San Diego 14 13 .519 1½

Arizona 12 14 .462 3

San Francisco 12 14 .462 3

Colorado 6 19 .240 8½

Wednesday’s games

St. Louis 5, Arizona 1
N.Y. Mets 8, San Francisco 2
Baltimore 6, L.A. Angels 5 
Boston 8, Cleveland 0 
Milwaukee 3, Pittsburgh 2
L.A. Dodgers 11, Washington 2
Tampa Bay 7, Detroit 5 
N.Y. Yankees 7, Oakland 3 
Cincinnati 7, Philadelphia 4
Atlanta 4, Miami 3, 10 innings
Minnesota 6, Chicago White Sox 3 
Chicago Cubs 4, Houston 3
Kansas City 3, Toronto 2 
San Diego 5, Colorado 2
Texas 5, Seattle 1

Thursday’s games

Milwaukee at Pittsburgh
Philadelphia at Cincinnati
Boston at Cleveland
Chicago White Sox at Minnesota
Toronto at Kansas City
Houston at Chicago Cubs
Seattle at Texas
San Diego at Colorado
L.A. Dodgers at Washington
Oakland at N.Y. Yankees

Friday’s games

Kansas City (TBD) at Detroit (Olson 0-3)
Oakland (Stripling 0-5) at Baltimore

(Burnes 3-0)
L.A. Dodgers (TBD) at Toronto (TBD)
Chicago Cubs (TBD) at Boston (Craw-

ford 1-0)
St. Louis (Mikolas 1-3) at N.Y. Mets (But-

tó 0-0)
Washington (TBD) at Miami (Luzardo

0-2)
Cleveland (Allen 3-0) at Atlanta (Sale

2-1)
Tampa Bay (Eflin 1-2) at Chicago White

Sox (Flexen 0-3)
Cincinnati (Ashcraft 3-1) at Texas (Eo-

valdi 1-2)
N.Y. Yankees (TBD) at Milwaukee (Rea

2-0)
Minnesota (Ober 1-1) at L.A. Angels

(Sandoval 1-3)
Philadelphia (TBD) at San Diego (Mus-

grove 3-2)
Arizona (Gallen 3-1) at Seattle (TBD)
Pittsburgh (Priester 0-1) at San Francis-

co (Harrison 2-1)

This date in baseball

April 26

1905 — Jack McCarthy of the Chicago
Cubs becomes the only outfielder in major
league history to throw out three runners
at the plate, each of whom became the
second out of a double play. The victims
were the Pittsburgh Pirates in a 2-1 loss.

1912 — The Boston Red Sox’s Hugh Bra-
dley hits the first home run at Fenway
Park.

1961 — Roger Maris of the New York Yan-
kees hits his first of what will become a
single-season record 61 home runs.

Scoreboard

PITTSBURGH — Paul Skenes

is looking every bit the ace the

Pittsburgh Pirates thought they

were getting when they selected

the hard-throwing right-hander

with the first overall pick in last

year’s draft.

Just don’t expect Pirates gener-

al manager Ben Cherington to

shift whatever internal timeline

the club has on Skenes’ arrival in

Pittsburgh.

Yes, the 21-year-old has been

electric at Triple-A Indianapolis,

his fastball reaching triple digits

with startling regularity. He was

impressive again Wednesday, al-

lowing two runs (one earned) in

41⁄3 innings against Omaha while

throwing 50 of his 71 pitches for

strikes.

Skenes is clearing every hurdle

the Pirates are putting in front of

him. While his stuff looks ready

for major-league hitters — Skenes

has posted 34 strikeouts in 17 in-

nings — Pittsburgh remains in-

tent on bringing perhaps the most

celebrated pitching prospect in 15

years along slowly.

“He’s working on things that

will allow him to be a good major

league pitcher more than just he’s

trying to be a good AAA pitcher,”

Cherington said Wednesday.

That means not just over-

whelming opponents with his fast-

ball, but developing the rest of his

expanding repertoire. Skenes has

five different pitches at his dis-

posal, including what is being

called a “splinker,” a mix between

a splitter and a sinker.

The 71 pitches Skenes threw on

Wednesday were his most in a

professional start, though Che-

rington declined to get into specif-

ics on what threshold he’d like to

see Skenes get to before deeming

him ready for a call-up.

Pitching efficiently can be a

challenge for someone who en-

courages so much swing-and-

miss. Strikeouts also tend to run

up pitch counts, though Chering-

ton stressed he’s not trying to turn

Skenes into someone he’s not.

“The guy that’s gonna live on

ground balls and nine-pitch in-

nings, that may not be him,” Che-

rington said. “It’s efficiency relat-

ed to who he is as a pitcher. That’s

what we’re going after.”

The Pirates have talked to other

clubs about how to handle high-

end pitching prospects, though

Cherington said there is no real

blueprint because every pitcher is

different.

This slow, deliberate approach

isn’t limited to players in the mi-

nors. Pittsburgh has been inten-

tional with dazzling rookie right-

hander Jared Jones. The 22-year-

old has recorded at least seven

strikeouts in each of his first five

starts while being mindful of his

pitch count.

Last week against the Mets, that

meant getting pulled after needi-

ng just 59 pitches to get through

five innings. Jones threw 91 pitch-

es in a win over Milwaukee on

Monday, including remaining in

the game with the bases loaded

and the Brewers threatening in

the sixth. He got out of it while im-

proving his record to 2-2 and low-

ering his ERA to 2.79.

“We’re trying to win games and

it’s that balance between the bat-

tle of the day and the war over the

next six months — five, six

months,” Cherington said, later

adding “We don’t have any sort of

secret, perfect recipe on how to do

that, but we’re trying to do the

best we can every day.”

While Quinn Priester could

have started Wednesday against

Milwaukee on four days’ rest, the

team opted for a bullpen game in-

stead so that Priester — in his sec-

ond season in the majors — could

get an extra two days of rest be-

fore facing San Francisco on Fri-

day. Veteran Mitch Keller took

his regular turn in the rotation

Thursday.

“We’re going to try to find as

many times early in the season to

build in days (between starts),”

manager Derek Shelton said.

“And we just felt like this is one

we could build in.”

Pirates sticking to plan with Skenes
BY WILL GRAVES

Associated Press

GERALD HERBERT/AP 

Pittsburgh Pirates pitching prospect Paul Skenes has a 0.53 ERA through five starts at Triple-A this season,
but GM Ben Cherington said Wednesday the club is in no rush to call up the top pick in the 2023 draft.

WASHINGTON — Shohei Ohtani’s 450-foot

home run Tuesday night at Nationals Park was

the hardest hit of his career.

The Los Angeles Dodgers star’s ninth-inning

shot to the second deck in right field off Wash-

ington Nationals reliever Matt Barnes in the

Dodgers’ 4-1 win left his bat at 118.7 mph.

“I thought I hit it really good,” Ohtani said

Wednesday through his interpreter, Will Ireton.

“I felt really good about it. Probably the best.”

It is the hardest-hit home run by a Dodger in

the Statcast era, which began in 2015. After hit-

ting three doubles in Los Angeles’ 11-2 win

Wednesday, the designated hitter leads the ma-

jors in batting average (.371), slugging percent-

age (.695) and OPS (1.128). He has six home runs

in his first 26 games with the Dodgers since sign-

ing a 10-year, $700 million

contract.

Tuesday’s shot might have

drawn more attention than

most of Ohtani’s homers, but

his typical contact stands out

to Dodgers manager Dave Ro-

berts.

“With Shohei, it’s not just

the slug, it’s how hard he consistently hits the

baseball,” Roberts said. “I can’t imagine a

player hitting it that often, that hard consistent-

ly. That’s what’s remarkable to me. Even in

years past, I would see him get some infield hits,

but everything he hits, it seems like it’s 110 off the

bat.”

Roberts said Ohtani was “in a class by him-

self” because of his ability to defend the strike

zone from top to bottom and front to back while

also slugging at a high rate.

“What he’s doing right now, I can’t say it’s nev-

er been done, but just the controlling of the

strike zone, covering all the pitches, hitting to all

the fields, versus left, versus right — and I get

the best seat in the house every night,” Roberts

said. “I have a tendency to put my fan hat on at

times.”

Washington is the first stop in a three-city

road trip for Los Angeles, which visits Toronto

for a three-game series starting Friday.

It will be Ohtani’s first trip to the city since

meeting with Blue Jays officials when he was a

free agent during the offseason. Before he

signed with the Dodgers, there were false re-

ports about him being on a flight to Toronto.

“I was just following the news and I knew I

wasn’t on that flight,” Ohtani said. “So I was cu-

rious, too.”

Ohtani off to torrid start in Dodgers debut
BY PATRICK STEVENS

Associated Press

Ohtani
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BOSTON — The Miami Heat

beat the Boston Celtics with an un-

precedented barrage of 3-pointers

Wednesday night to erase the

home-court advantage the Celtics

worked all season to establish.

Tyler Herro had 24 points and

14 assists, hitting six of Miami’s 23

3-pointers — the most in a playoff

game in franchise history — to

lead the Heat to a 111-101 victory

over top-seeded Boston and tie the

first-round playoff series at one

game apiece.

“It was a very good response,”

Miami coach Erik Spoelstra said.

“And then we also made some

shots. It always looks better when

you make shots.”

Bam Adebayo had 21 points and

10 rebounds, and new Celtics

nemesis Caleb Martin also had 21

points for the Heat, who shot

53.5% (23 of 43) from beyond the

arc to bounce back after a Game 1

blowout. That broke Miami’s

playoff record of 20 3-pointers, set

against the Bucks in the 2021 first

round.

“They obviously made a con-

scious effort to have free reign to

shoot more,” Boston coach Joe

Mazzulla said.

And shoot and shoot and shoot.

Playing their third straight

game without playoff stalwart

Jimmy Butler, who was injured in

the opening play-in game, the

Heat shot better than 50% from 3-

point range in each of the first

three quarters (and a still produc-

tive 4 of 10 in the fourth).

After the Celtics cut an 11-point

lead to six, 102-96, with 3:16 to

play, Martin hit a 3 and Boston

never got as close as two posses-

sions again.

“You have to take ‘em, based on

how they were playing us the first

two games,” said Spoelstra, who

saw the Celtics hit 22 3-pointers to

Miami’s 12 in the opener. “I did not

want to get annihilated in that de-

partment like we did the game be-

fore.”

Jaylen Brown scored 33 points

for Boston. Jayson Tatum scored

28, showing no ill-effects of Mar-

tin’s hard foul that sent him crash-

ing to the floor with under a min-

ute to play in the Celtics’ 114-94

victory on Sunday.

Tatum got up off the parquet

floor.

But so did the Heat.

“It seemed we couldn’t get them

to miss,” Brown said. “They had a

record-breaking night. ... They

made a lot of shots that usually

we’re comfortable with.”

The series moves to Miami for

Games 3 and 4 on Saturday and

Monday.

“It’s always a good thing if you

can get one on the road,” Martin

said. “You always look to try to

steal one. We were able to do that.”

Thunder 124, Pelicans 92:

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored

33 points and host Oklahoma City

beat New Orleans to take a 2-0

lead in its first-round Western

Conference playoff series.

Chet Holmgren had 26 points

and seven rebounds and Jalen

Williams added 21 points for the

top-seeded Thunder, who shot

59% from the field and made 14 of

29 3-pointers.

Jonas Valanciunas scored 19

points and Herb Jones and Bran-

don Ingram added 18 each for the

Pelicans.

New Orleans continued to

struggle on offense without top

scorer Zion Williamson, who re-

mained out with a strained left

hamstring.

PLAYOFF ROUNDUP

Herro leads Heat to tie series with Celtics
Associated Press

CHARLES KRUPA/AP 

Miami Heat guard Tyler Herro, left, celebrates with Caleb Martin late in the second half of Game 2 of their
first-round playoff series against the Celtics on Wednesday in Boston. The Heat won 111-101.

NEW YORK — Naz Reid was having a

productive season as a reserve when the

Minnesota Timberwolves needed him in

the starting lineup while playing without

All-Star Karl-Anthony Towns.

Reid was excellent in that role, too, help-

ing the Timberwolves to the second-best

season in franchise history.

Reid was rewarded with the NBA’s Sixth

Man of the Year on Wednesday, edging

Sacramento’s Malik Monk in a close vote to

become the third undrafted player to win

the award for the league’s best reserve.

Reid averaged career highs of 13.5 points

and 5.2 rebounds in 81 games. The forward-

center came off the bench 67 times, getting

a feel for the game in the early minutes be-

fore getting his chance to impact it.

“I kind of joke around with my team-

mates a little bit, but it’s kind of a saying

where I feel like we have to keep the mo-

mentum going, anyway,” Reid said in an

interview on TNT after the award was an-

nounced. “Either we got to have the men-

tality to come back in the game, or to push

the lead forward.”

The 6-foot-9 Reid helped Minnesota do

that plenty of times en route to a 56-26 rec-

ord to earn the No. 3 seed in the Western

Conference. They have a 2-0 lead over the

Phoenix Suns in their first-round series go-

ing into Friday.

Towns was hurt in March and missed the

next 18 games. Yet the Wolves hardly

slowed down, going 10-3 from March 16 to

April 10 while Reid started 12 of the 13

games. He averaged 17.1 points on 45.4%

shooting during that span.

Reid got 45 first-place votes to 43 for

Monk from a panel of 99 reporters and

broadcasters who cover the league. Both

players had 39 second-place votes and 10

third-place votes, giving Reid a total of 352

points to Monk’s 342.

Milwaukee’s Bobby Portis Jr. finished

third. Norman Powell of the Clippers was

fourth and Atlanta’s Bogdan Bogdanovic

rounded out the top five.

Reid was undrafted out of LSU in 2019,

originally joining Minnesota with a two-

way contract that summer. The fan favorite

played his way into a multiyear contract

extension last summer, then rewarded the

Wolves this season with 843 points off the

bench, second-most in franchise history.

He twice reached 30 points and had 20 or

more 14 times, both career bests, and said

the award was special for the fans who

have supported him since the beginning of

his career.

“They’ve seen me work from Day 1.

Since the moment I got here I changed my

body, I changed my mentality, I changed

the direction I wanted to go in life,” Reid

said. “I think they kind of deserve that and I

think just being with me, that’s super spe-

cial.”

Minnesota’s Reid wins Sixth Man of the Year award
BY BRIAN MAHONEY

Associated Press

BRUCE KLUCKHOHN/AP

The Minnesota Timberwolves’ Naz Reid
was named Sixth Man of the Year after
averaging 13.5 points and 5.2 rebounds.

First Round

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary)
Eastern Conference

Milwaukee 1, Indiana 1
Milwaukee 109, Indiana 94
Indiana 125, Milwaukee 108
Friday: at Indiana, AFN-Sports, 11:30 pm.

Friday CET, 6:30 a.m. Saturday JKT
Sunday: at Indiana, AFN-Sports, 1 a.m.

Monday CET, 8 a.m. Monday JKT
Tuesday: at Milwaukee
x-Thursday, May 2: at Indiana
x-Saturday, May 4: at Milwaukee

Boston 1, Miami 1
Boston 114, Miami 94
Wednesday: Miami 111, Boston 101
Saturday: at Miami, AFN-Sports, 12 a.m.

Sunday CET, 7 a.m. Sunday JKT
Monday: at Miami, AFN-Sports, 1:30 a.m.

Tuesday CET, 8:30 a.m. Tuesday JKT
Wednesday, May 1: at Boston
x-Friday, May 3: at Miami
x-Sunday, May 5: at Boston

Cleveland 2, Orlando 0
Cleveland 97, Orlando 83
Cleveland 96, Orlando 86
Thursday: at Orlando
Saturday: at Orlando
x-Tuesday: at Cleveland
x-Friday, May 3: at Orlando
x-Sunday, May 5: at Cleveland

New York 2, Philadelphia 0
New York 111, Philadelphia 104
New York 104, Philadelphia 101
Thursday: at Philadelphia
Sunday: at Philadelphia, AFN-Sports, 7

p.m. Sunday CET, 2 a.m. Monday JKT
x-Tuesday: at New York
x-Thursday, May 2: at Philadelphia
x-Saturday, May 4: at New York

Western Conference
Dallas 1, L.A. Clippers 1

L.A. Clippers 109, Dallas 97
Dallas 96, L.A. Clippers 93
Friday: at Dallas, AFN-Sports, 2 a.m. Sat-

urday CET, 9 a.m. Saturday JKT
Sunday: at Dallas, AFN-Sports, 9:30 p.m.

Sunday CET, 4:30 a.m. Monday JKT
Wednesday, May 1: at L.A. Clippers
x-Friday, May 3: at Dallas
x-Sunday, May 5: at L.A. Clippers

Denver 2, L.A. Lakers 0
Denver 114, L.A. Lakers 103
Denver 101, L.A. Lakers 99
Thursday: at L.A. Lakers
Saturday: at L.A. Lakers
x-Monday: at Denver
x-Thursday, May 2: at L.A. Lakers
x-Saturday, May 4: at Denver

Oklahoma City 2, New Orleans 0
Oklahoma City 94, New Orleans 92
Wednesday: Oklahoma City 124, New

Orleans 92
Saturday: at New Orleans, AFN-Sports,

9:30 p.m. Saturday CET, 4:30 a.m. Sunday
JKT

Monday: at New Orleans
x-Wednesday, May 1: at Oklahoma City
x-Friday, May 3: at New Orleans
x-Sunday, May 5: at Oklahoma City

Minnesota 2, Phoenix 0
Minnesota 120, Phoenix 95
Minnesota 105, Phoenix 93
Friday: at Phoenix, AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m.

Saturday CET, 11:30 a.m. Saturday JKT
Sunday: at Phoenix, AFN-Sports, 3:30

a.m. Monday CET, 10:30 a.m. Monday JKT
x-Tuesday: at Minnesota
x-Thursday, May 2: at Phoenix
x-Saturday, May 4: at Minnesota

Scoreboard
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istically, these guys are taking care of it

themselves. It’s just a matter of me letting

them run with it.”

Face of the ’Canes
The 53-year-old native of Ottawa has be-

come the face of the franchise with long-

running ties in this so-called “nontradition-

al” Southern market that has blossomed.

He arrived in a January 2000 trade and

stayed until he retired in 2010, then spent

seven seasons as an assistant coach before

taking over in 2018.

The peak was his captaincy of the Hurri-

canes’ 2006 championship winner. It’s a

moment immortalized in Raleigh by Brin-

d’Amour snatching the Cup before Com-

missioner Gary Bettman could even put

down his microphone during the presenta-

tion, giving it a long kiss and then hoisting it

with a scream.

The man who proclaimed “I bleed Hurri-

cane red” when he took over is in the final

year of his contract, though Brind’Amour

said he’s optimistic that he will reach anoth-

er deal in a familiar scenario from three

years ago. In the meantime, as he praises

players and staff while deflecting credit for

Carolina’s success, there’s no minimizing

his role in the climb from a nine-year post-

season drought to becoming a perennial

contender.

“I mean, I don’t know a single guy for an

organization that has more impact than he

has here,” said Carolina center Sebastian

Aho, a third-year player when Brind’A-

mour became head coach. “Obviously he’s

done a lot, hopefully he gets one as a coach

as well.”

A team reset
Brind’Amour took over amid a massive

franchise reset as Tom Dundon became

majority owner. He started with a fresh

message to that first beleaguered group:

there’s enough here to build something

more. 

“It’s like a dad believing in your kids,”

Brind’Amour said. “If the kid doesn’t think

that you believe in them, I don’t know if they

reach their potential. And I think it was just

more like, ‘We’re OK.’ Yeah, we gave them

a plan, but everybody has a plan, every

team has a plan, if they follow it they’re go-

ing to be OK.”

Carolina has reached the postseason ev-

ery year dating to its unexpected 2019 run to

the Eastern Conference finals. It ranks sec-

ond in the NHL over the last four combined

regular seasons with 420 points and a .695

winning percentage, trailing only the Bos-

ton Bruins (424, .702). The run included

three straight division titles in 2021-23, an-

other run to the East finals last year, at least

one postseason series win annually and

Brind’Amour winning the Jack Adams

Award as the NHL’s top coach in 2021.

The franchise had never before been to

three straight postseasons since the former

Hartford Whalers relocated to North Car-

olina in 1997.

“You see how much work he puts into it,”

defenseman Brady Skjei said. “He’s been in

our shoes and he knows what it’s like to be a

player. You see as a player how hard he

worked. You kind of want to emulate that

and play for him.”

A players’ coach
That’s no different than his playing days.

Brind’Amour was the weight-room warrior

known for cutting no corners when it came

to training and preparation. There’s a famil-

iar ethic coursing through the Hurricanes’

playing style based on simply, relentlessly

outworking the opponent.

They use an aggressive forecheck to win

puck battles, maintain possession and gen-

erate scoring chances to keep the pressure

on in the offensive zone. It can minimize the

chances opponents have to fire at Carolina’s

goaltender.

“Every coach says that, but you have to do

it,” Brind’Amour said. “The easy thing to do

is talk. The coach has got the easy job. He

says it and then the guy has to do it. He has

to believe that it’s leading to something. And

it has to lead to something for the team but

also for himself. That’s the trick of pro

sports, especially hockey.”

This year’s group is bolstered by a pair of

developments that took place on the same

day in March: the return of top goaltender

Frederik Andersen after missing four

months due to a blood-clotting issue and the

trade-deadline acquisition of scoring for-

ward Jake Guentzel. 

Andersen is 9-1 in his 10 starts since his

March 7 return, posting a league-best .951

save percentage while his 1.30 goals-against

average is second among goalies with more

than three starts in that span. 

Guentzel’s arrival from Pittsburgh filled

a long-running need for another top finish-

er. The two-time 40-goal scorer has been

elite; he had 25 points (eight goals) in 17

games, and the Hurricanes have outscored

opponents 34-6 with him on the ice, accord-

ing to Natural Stat Trick.

Way: Brind’Amour praises players, deflects credit for success
FROM PAGE 32

D
eep NHL playoff runs

Jason Demers went on

during his playing ca-

reer usually ended the

same way.

“The injuries just accumulated

too much,” he said. “And then

you’re just not playing at 100%.”

That attrition is already show-

ing early in the first round this

spring at Demers’ old position, as

defenses have been depleted by

existing and new injuries, from

Tampa Bay’s Mikhail Sergachev

and Colorado’s Samuel Girard be-

ing out long term to Carolina’s

Brett Pesce going down Monday

night and Washington being down

to minor leaguers to fill its many

voids.

There were 70 goals scored over

the first 10 games in the first

round, a product of not just hot of-

fense sparked by some of the

league’s top players but team-

wide struggles to keep the puck

out of the net.

“It’s really hard if you don’t have

some depth and guys that can step

right in and can have impact,” said

three-time Stanley Cup-winning

defenseman Ken Daneyko, now

an NHL Network analyst. “When

you’re missing a top player like a

Sergachev like Tampa is, it makes

it that much more difficult, but you

find a way to rally around other

guys. You have to. And if you don’t

have enough, well that’s going to

be tough to make some noise in the

playoffs.”

Pesce’s injury is the latest po-

tentially significant one to crop up,

leaving Game 2 against the New

York Islanders hobbled following

a noncontact play. Coach Rod

Brind’Amour said afterward the

situation was “not looking good,”

and it’s the first major test of depth

for the slight championship favo-

rite Hurricanes.

Tony DeAngelo would be the

next veteran defenseman up. 

“We’re in kind of wait-and-see

mode right now,” Brind’Amour

said Tuesday, acknowledging

there’s some extra time before his

team goes for a 3-0 series lead

Thursday night on Long Island.

“Don’t want to really jump the gun

yet.”

Boston will be without trade

deadline pickup Andrew Peeke

for at least the next two games at

Toronto because of an injury

Bruins coach Jim Montgomery

deemed week to week. 

The Metropolitan Division-rival

Capitals have been dealing with

blue line losses for weeks now, fin-

ishing the regular season without

injured Rasmus Sandin and Nick

Jensen, as well as Ethan Bear,

who’s in the player assistance pro-

gram. 

Rookie Vincent Iorio was in-

jured in their Game 1 defeat Sun-

day at the New York Rangers,

pressing Lucas Johansen in for his

NHL playoff debut.

Johansen joined fellow Ameri-

can Hockey League call-up Dylan

McIlrath in Washington’s lineup.

If nothing else, the team is used to

drawing from AHL Hershey.

“The same way we have with

other injuries, departures that

we’ve had all year: It’s going to be

opportunity for other players to

step up and then also not putting

that on one person’s shoulders,”

coach Spencer Carbery said re-

cently. “The group — D corps, for-

wards — doing a little bit more to

help alleviate (the absences).”

Tampa Bay has been dealing

with life without Sergachev since

the 25-year-old broke his left leg in

early February. He has been ruled

out for the first round against Flor-

ida, but has been skating and could

return if the Lightning beat the de-

fending Eastern Conference

champions and advance to face

Boston or Toronto.

To do so, coach Jon Cooper said

Max Crozier, summoned from the

minors on Monday, “might have to

play” because Nick Perbix is

banged up. 

The Lightning got eliminated in

the first round last year only after

experienced D-man Erik Cernak

was concussed.

Girard, who was sidelined for

much of the Avalanche’s 2022 Cup

run that finished by beating Tam-

pa Bay because of a broken ster-

num, has been out and in concus-

sion protocol since injuring his

head April 13 against Winnipeg.

Colorado is tied with the Jets 1-1 in

their first-round series.

Coach Jared Bednar said Gi-

rard is skating and “progressing,”

positive news that he could return

when the series shifts to Denver

later this week.

Defensemen injuries already piling up
BY STEPHEN WHYNO

Associated Press

PETER K. AFRIYIE/AP 

The Tampa Bay Lightning have been without defenseman Mikhail Sergachev since early February because
of a broken leg. He’s been ruled out of the Lightning’s first-round playoff series against Florida.
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TORONTO — Brad Marchand

broke a tie midway through the

third period and the Boston Bruins

beat the Toronto Maple Leafs 4-2

on Wednesday night to take a 2-1

lead in the first-round playoff se-

ries.

After Todd Bertuzzi tied it for To-

ronto with 8:35 left, Marchard put

the Bruins back in front 28 seconds

later. He took a pass from Danton

Heinen and ripped a shot past goa-

lie Ilya Samsonov’s ear. Marchand

capped the scoring with an empty-

netter and also had an assist.

“We stuck with it all game,”

Marchand said. “We elevated to

another level.”

The Maple Leafs were livid at

Marchand’s agitating antics.

“The gamesmanship and every-

thing, it’s world class,” Toronto

coach Sheldon Keefe said about

Marchand. “He’s been in the

league long enough … he gets calls.

It’s unbelievable, actually, how it

goes. We’ve got to play through

that.”

Jake DeBrusk also scored for

Boston, and Jeremy Swayman

made 28 saves. Swayman made 35

saves in Boston’s 5-1 victory in

Game 1, then gave way to Linus

Ullmark in Toronto’s 3-2 victory in

Game 2.

Matthew Knies also scored for

Toronto, and Samsonov made 30

saves. Toronto was 0-for-5 on the

power play, leaving it 1-for-11 in

the series.

Golden Knights 3, Stars 1:Noah

Hanifin broke a tie with an unas-

sisted goal late in the second peri-

od and Stanley Cup champion Ve-

gas beat top-seeded Dallas to take

a 2-0 lead in the first-round series.

Jonathan Marchessault scored

his second goal of the series, and

his franchise-record 36th in the

postseason while appearing in all

90 of visiting Vegas’ playoff games.

Kings 5, Oilers 4 (OT): Anze

Kopitar fired a wrist shot past

Stuart Skinner’s glove and into the

top corner on a breakaway to give

visiting Los Angeles a win over Ed-

monton in Game 2 of their series.

Kopitar picked up the puck near

the Edmonton blue line, moved in

on Talbot and shot from the slot as

Oilers defenseman Darnell Nurse

dove to try to block the shot.

NATHAN DENETTE, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP 

Boston Bruins goaltender Jeremy Swayman makes a save on the Maple Leafs’ Calle Jarnkrok as the
Bruins’ Jake DeBrusk (74) defends during the first period of Game 3 in Toronto on Wednesday.

PLAYOFF ROUNDUP

Bruins top Maple Leafs
to take 2-1 series lead

Associated Press

SAN JOSE, Calif. — The San

Jose Sharks fired coach David

Quinn on Wednesday following

two rough seasons as part of a

massive rebuilding project.

General manager Mike Grier

called it a hard decision to fire

Quinn after he experienced two

seasons under “difficult circum-

stances” but said he decided it was

the best move for the franchise’s

future after spending the past few

days meeting with coaches,

players, front office staff and own-

er Hasso Plattner.

“After going through our proc-

ess, and digesting this going

through the process of evaluating

everything, I just felt this was

what we needed to do,” Grier said.

“A different voice for the group

where the group is now and what’s

needed for the group.”

Grier hired Quinn to replace

Bob Boughner shortly after taking

over as GM in 2022. Quinn spent

two seasons in San Jose that were

marked with lackluster play as the

team traded away several high-

priced stars like Erik Karlsson,

Brent Burns, Tomas Hertl and Ti-

mo Meier, part of a major over-

haul in hopes of getting the fran-

chise back to contending.

Instead, the Sharks had a 41-98-

25 record in Quinn’s two seasons

for the worst mark in the NHL in

that span, including a league-

worst 47 points this season. San

Jose’s 19 wins this season were the

fewest in a full season since the

franchise’s second year as an ex-

pansion team in 1992-93.

“That didn’t really factor into it

too, too much,” Grier said. “Ob-

viously, it’s something I’m aware

of. But at the same time, going into

into the season, I kind of knew

what the roster was. I wasn’t ex-

pecting us to be a playoff team.

Did the season go a little worse

than expected? Yes. But it’s not all

performance-related.”

The last-place finish gives San

Jose a 25.5% chance of earning the

No. 1 draft pick and the prize that

is expected to be Hobey Baker

Award winner Macklin Celebrini,

who played one season for the

Sharks junior team while living in

the Bay Area.

The Sharks were outscored by

147 goals this season, excluding

shootouts, for the 12th-worst mark

ever and the worst in 30 years

since Ottawa was outscored by 196

goals in 1993-94, its second season

as an expansion team.

San Jose set a franchise record

for fewest goals scored per game

(2.18) and had the fourth-worst

mark in team history in goals al-

lowed per game (3.98). The

Sharks allowed at least six goals in

a game 18 times, the second-most

time that has happened in a season

since the start of 1996-97.

Grier put no timeline on the

search for a new coach and said

he’s open to candidates both with

and without head coaching expe-

rience in the NHL. He said the as-

sistants would remain under con-

tract and have the chance to stay

on if the new coach wanted them,

but were free to seek other oppor-

tunities if they arise.

The Sharks have missed the

playoffs for a franchise-record

five straight seasons after making

the 2019 Western Conference fi-

nals and have the worst record in

the NHL in that span. San Jose had

been one of the most consistent

teams in the league before this

stretch, making the playoffs in 14

of 15 seasons, with five trips to the

conference finals and one trip to

the Stanley Cup Final in 2016 be-

fore losing in six games to Pitts-

burgh.

But the core of that roster was

aging, and San Jose struggled the

next three seasons before Grier

took over and started a rebuild

that has given the team significant

draft capital. It has two extra first-

round picks the next two seasons

and an extra second-rounder this

year.

GENE J. PUSKAR/AP 

Under David Quinn, the Sharks were 41-98-25 record over two
seasons for the worst mark in the NHL in that span.

Rebuilding Sharks fire
Quinn after 2 seasons

BY JOSH DUBOW

Associated Press

First Round

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary)
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Carolina 2, N.Y. Islanders 0
Carolina 3, N.Y. Islanders 1
Carolina 5, N.Y. Islanders 3
Thursday: at N.Y. Islanders
Saturday: at N.Y. Islanders, AFN-

Sports2, 8 p.m. Saturday CET; 3 a.m. Sun-
day JKT

x-Tuesday: at Carolina
x-Thursday, May 2: at N.Y. Islanders
x-Saturday, May 4: at Carolina

Florida 2, Tampa Bay 0
Florida 3, Tampa Bay 2
Florida 3, Tampa Bay 2, OT
Thursday: at Tampa Bay
Saturday: at Tampa Bay, AFN-Sports2,

11 p.m. Saturday CET; 6 a.m. Sunday JKT
x-Monday: at Florida
x-Wednesday, May 1: at Tampa Bay
x-Saturday, May 4: at Florida

Boston 2, Toronto 1
Boston 5, Toronto 1
Toronto 3, Boston 2
Wednesday: Boston 4, Toronto 2
Saturday: at Toronto, AFN-Sports2, 2

a.m. Sunday CET; 9 a.m. Sunday JKT
Tuesday: at Boston
x-Thursday, May 2: at Toronto
x-Saturday, May 4: at Boston

N.Y. Rangers 2, Washington 0
N.Y. Rangers 4, Washington 1
N.Y. Rangers 4, Washington 3
Friday: at Washington, AFN-Sports2, 1

a.m. Saturday CET; 8 a.m. Saturday JKT
Sunday: at Washington, AFN-Sports2, 2

a.m. Monday CET; 9 a.m. Monday JKT
x-Wednesday, May 1: at N.Y. Rangers
x-Friday, May 3: at Washington
x-Sunday, May 5: at N.Y. Rangers

Scoreboard

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Winnipeg 1, Colorado 1

Winnipeg 7, Colorado 6
Colorado 5, Winnipeg 2
Friday: at Colorado, AFN-Sports2, 4 a.m.

Saturday CET; 11 a.m. Saturday JKT
Sunday: at Colorado, AFN-Sports2, 8:30

p.m. Sunday CET; 3:30 a.m. Monday JKT
Tuesday: at Winnipeg
x-Thursday, May 2: at Colorado
x-Saturday, May 4: at Winnipeg

Edmonton 1, Los Angeles 1
Edmonton 7, Los Angeles 4
Wednesday: Los Angeles 5, Edmonton 4,

OT
Friday: at Los Angeles
Sunday: at Los Angeles, AFN-Sports2,

4:30 a.m. Monday CET; 11:30 a.m. Monday
JKT

Wednesday, May 1: at Edmonton
x-Friday, May 3: at Los Angeles
x-Sunday, May 5: at Edmonton

Vancouver 1, Nashville 1
Vancouver 4, Nashville 2
Nashville 4, Vancouver 1
Friday: at Nashville
Sunday: at Nashville, AFN-Sports2, 11

p.m. Sunday CET; 6 a.m. Monday JKT
Tuesday: at Vancouver
x-Friday, May 3: at Nashville
x-Sunday, May 5: at Vancouver

Vegas 2, Dallas 0
Vegas 4, Dallas 3
Wednesday: Vegas 3, Dallas 1
Saturday: at Vegas, AFN-Sports2, 4:30

a.m. Sunday CET; 11:30 a.m. Sunday JKT
Monday: at Vegas
x-Wednesday, May 1: at Dallas
x-Friday, May 3: at Vegas
x-Sunday, May 5: at Dallas



They lead their first-round se-

ries with the New York Islanders

2-0.

“You never get complacent,”

Brind’Amour told The Associated

Press. “You’re constantly having

to kick them in the butt and keep

them on track. But they understand

where the road leads. They understand

where we’re trying to get to.

“You’ve got to keep them on the right

path. Really that’s all I have to do. ... Real-

MORRISVILLE, N.C. — Rod Brind’A-

mour remembers those early days as a first-

time head coach for a franchise that had

gone nearly a decade without reaching the

playoffs. He realizes now just how much he

didn’t know back then.

“But I didn’t know I didn’t know it,” he

said, “and that was big because I didn’t have

any doubt.”

And there hasn’t been any doubt since, ei-

ther, about Brind’Amour becoming one of

the league’s top coaches. He’s now 6-for-6 in

getting the Carolina Hurricanes to the post-

season over years spent building a sturdy

winning culture, one running at a self-sus-

taining hum through a talented, experienced

and deep roster. That has turned Carolina in-

to a regular among the league’s elite and

made the Hurricanes the favorite to win the

Stanley Cup, according to BetMGM Sports-

book. 

BY AARON BEARD

Associated Press
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SPORTS
Bringing the Heat

Herro scores 24 points to help Miami
even series with Boston ›› NBA playoffs, Page 29

Power denies being part of Penske cheating scandal ›› Auto racing, Page 26

Brind’Amour hoisted the Stanley Cup as captain of the Hurricanes in 2006, leading Carolina past Edmonton in seven games.

RYAN REMIORZ/AP

KARL B. DEBLAKER/AP 

Rod Brind’Amour has taken the Hurricanes to the playoffs in all six of his years as head coach, and they’re considered the favorites to win the Stanley Cup by BetMGM Sportsbook.

Doing it Rod’s way
Brind’Amour has made Carolina perennial contender

SEE WAY ON PAGE 30

INSIDE

Boston takes series lead
Page 31


