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Hunter-killer drones that have been a
go-to weapon for troops battling insurgents
in Iraq, Afghanistan and Africa are being
repurposed for maritime operations, ac-
cording to U.S. military officials.

Three MQ-9 Reaper drones are support-
ing the Navy and Marine Corps during

Agile Reaper, an exercise off the California
coast that began Sept. 3 and wraps up Tues-
day, said Lt. Col. Brian Davis, commander
of the 29th Attack Squadron at Holloman
Air Force Base, N.M.

“Our primary focus has been on counter-
insurgency,” Davis said during a Monday
telephone interview. “That’s no longer the
limit of what we can do.”

The drones, which carry long-range radar

an operator from the
29th Attack Squadron
work to recover a
MQ-9 Reaper during
Exercise Agile Reaper
at Naval Air Station
Point Mugu, Calif., on
Sept. 12.

CoLLETTE BROOKS
U.S. Air Force

and can provide commanders with full-mo-
tion video of the sea below, have been doing
close air support, search and rescue, mari-
time interdiction, strike coordination and
reconnaissance and surveillance during the
exercise, he said.

The drones, made by General Atomics, of
San Diego, can carry 3,000 pounds of ord-
nance and first saw combat in Afghanistan

SEE PURPOSE ON PAGE 3

Afghan war sees longest span without US combat death

By PuiLLip WALTER WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

KABUL, Afghanistan — Sunday
is set to mark the longest span be-
tween U.S. combat deaths of the
nearly 19-year war in Afghanistan,
even while fighting continues be-
tween the Taliban and U.S.-allied
Afghan government forces.

Enemy fire last killed U.S. troops

232

The number of days
since enemy fire last
killed U.S. troops

in Afghanistan prior
to Sunday — the
longest span of the
nearly 19-year war.

in the country on Feb. 8 — 232 days
prior to Sunday. Previously, the lon-
gest period between combat deaths
was in 2016, according to Defense
Manpower Data Center figures.

The break in U.S. combat deaths
follows the signing of a U.S.-Taliban
deal in late February, in which both
sides said they would refrain from
attacking each other.

“The Taliban have adhered to the

commitment largely not to attack
U.S. personnel and U.S. forces,” Zal-
may Khalilzad, the U.Ss top nego-
tiator with the Taliban, told a House
hearing Tuesday.

The absence of combat deaths
indicates the U.S.-Taliban deal is
benefiting U.S. interests, and will
likely be seen by the Trump admin-
istration as an achievement, said
Michael Kugelman, deputy director

of the Asia program at the Wilson
Center in Washington.

“Still, at the end of the day, it
would be a disservice for U.S. of-
ficials to focus on this milestone,”
Kugelman said. “There’s a bigger
picture at play, and it’s grim: The
war remains intense and deadly
for Afghans, and a long and fraught

SEE SPAN ON PAGE 4
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China opens auto show with restrictions

Associated Press

BEILJING — Ford, Nissan and
BMW unveiled new electric mod-
els for the Chinese market Sat-
urday as the Beijing auto show
opened under anti-virus controls
that included holding news confer-
ences by international video link.

Automakers are looking to
China, the first major economy
to start recovering from the coro-
navirus pandemic, to drive sales
growth and reverse multibillion-
dollar losses.

Auto China 2020, postponed
from March, is the first major
trade show for any industry since
the pandemic began. The ruling
Communist Party’s decision to
go ahead with it reflects official
confidence China, where the pan-
demic began in December, has
the disease under control.

“The 2020 Beijing motor show
is a symbol of hope,” BMW AG’s
China CEO, Jochen Goller, told
reporters.

Authorities ordered limits on
crowds at the event, which at-

tracted 820,000 visitors at its last
installment in 2018.

China’s auto market, the world’s
biggest, has already rebounded
with sales above pre-pandemic
levels. Purchases rose 6% in Au-
gust compared with a year earlier,
while U.S. sales were down 9.5%.

Global and Chinese

Military rates
Euro costs (Sept. 2

Thailand (Baht)..
Turkey (Lira; 7.
(Military exchange rates are those

available at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,

Hon
Hungary (Forint)
Israel (Shekel
Japan (Yen).

check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dollars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

ers displayed dozens of electric
models, reflecting a race by the
industry to meet Chinese govern-
ment sales quotas imposed to pro-
mote the technology.
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Parris Island proposal stuns local officials

By LANA FERGUSON
AND KATHERINE KokAL
The (S.C.) Island Packet

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C.
— Even officials close to Parris
Island seemed just as blindsid-
ed as the rest of the community
‘when news broke Friday that the
U.S. Marine Corps is considering
closing its Port Royal recruiting
depot as it moves toward gender-
integrated facilities across the
country.

They joined the thousands
of Parris Island graduates and
families affected by the news,
which came down from Marine
Corps commandant Gen. David
H. Berger on Thursday.

A report says the military
branch is considering closing its
only two boot camps, Parris Is-
land and San Diego, to create a
third, new co-educational depot.

Port Royal Mayor Joe Devito
said he found out about the an-
nouncement through reading the
newspaper Friday morning.

“I'm obviously a little bit sur-
prised that the announcement
came out in that way,” he said,
adding that news like this can
“get a lot of people concerned.”

“This is a big part of Port Roy-
al’s history,” he said, explaining
that the depot is located within
town limits. “We’re engaged all
the time with the base and we’re
ready to work with them in any
way we can to keep them here.”

“All the local officials in Beau-
fort and Port Royal are actively
engaged in what’s happening here
now and are going to stay on top
of it,” DeVito said. “We'’re ready

U.S. Marine Corps

Marine Corps recruits gather at Recruit Depot Parris Island in South Carolina.

to join in on this conversation to
help them make the decision to
keep the base here.”

When reached Friday morning,
Beaufort Mayor Billy Keyserling
was unaware of the news. He
asked to take a moment to read
about the details and call the re-
porter back.

“I'm interested,” Keyserling
said after a long pause. “I don’t
see it as a decision. I see it as a
consideration.” He called it a
“heads up” of sorts.

“But until after the election

I tend to be skeptical of any ru-
mors, innuendos, suggestions that
come out of Washington (D.C.) by
either party and believe that we
should be diligent,” he said.

He said nothing will happen
overnight, but if the time comes
the community will rally around
Parris Island.

“(The recruiting depot) is ex-
traordinarily important to us.
It’s part of our history,” he said.
“It’s been more than 100 years of
a fabulous relationship between
the Beaufort community and the

Marine Corps and we would not
want to see that change.”

As a Beaufortonian and local
leader, Keyserling knows how
closely interlaced the community
and Parris Island are. He says it’s
amajor asset for the surrounding
area, an economic driver, and a
historic monument “that needs to
be preserved, not just the physical
but the operational side as well.”

A reporter was also the first
one to tell Beaufort County Ad-
ministrator Ashley Jacobs about
the possible closure on Friday

morning.

“It’s a bit of a surprise,” she
said. “ It would be a real blow to
Beaufort County’s economy, so
obviously we’re very concerned
about it.”

State representatives were also
surprised by the news.

Republican S.C. Sen. Tom
Davis learned of it from a re-
porter Friday morning. He said
he was surprised to hear of the
Corps’ plans.

Still, he was skeptical of the im-
mediacy of any moves on Parris
Island.

“I'would question how far along
or how serious that actually is,”
he said. “Parris Island is an in-
stitution in Beaufort County and
is integral to making Marines. It
has been for generations.”

A spokesperson for Rep. Joe
Cunningham said Friday he did
not know about the potential clo-
sure before it was reported in the
Military Times.

“(Cunningham) is keenly aware
of how important our Lowcountry
military installations are — espe-
cially Parris Island — to the Low-
country’s culture, economy, and
national security,” spokesperson
Rebecca Drago told The Island
Packet.

In 2019, Cunningham led an
amendment in the House that
will protect Lowcountry instal-
lations from closing by prohibit-
ing funds from being used for a
base realignment and closure,
she said.

Cunningham and his team are
working on next steps, but Drago
said he “will do whatever he can
to protect Parris Island.”

Purpose: US military boasts Reapers’
capability to withstand any environment

FROM FRONT PAGE

in 2007 and Iraq the following
year. They’ve conducted numer-
ous missions there and in other
parts of the Middle East and
Africa.

Reapers have made some high-
profile kills.

A missile fired by one of the
drones killed the commander of
Iran’s Quds Force, Maj. Gen. Qa-
ssem Soleimani, when it struck
his convoy near Baghdad Inter-
national Airport, the New York
Times reported Jan. 2.

Even as they continue counter-
insurgency operations, the Reap-
ers’ mission is changing in line
with the military’s preparation
for conflict with a near-peer ad-
versary such as China or Russia.

Agile Reaper is designed to test
the aircraft’s ability to rapidly
mobilize with minimal logistics
and fuel, according to Davis.

“We’ve only scratched the sur-
face of the MQ-9’s capability,” he
said. “We are transitioning to an
ability to generate combat air-
power anywhere to include the
maritime domain and we are tac-

tically quite good at it.”

The Reapers can operate be-
yond a potential enemy’s target-
ing capabilities, Davis said.

“I can provide maritime do-
main awareness out to incredibly
long ranges especially compared
to other aircraft and without the
need for tanker support,” he said.
“We can do this in any environ-
ment including the most highly
contested environments.”

The Reapers flew 2,000 miles
to California and still had plenty
of fuel left to operate, Davis said.

The number of personnel re-
quired to operate the drones is
confidential, he said but added
that it’s a fraction of the number
required to fly manned aircraft.
And the drones require less sup-
port than they did a few years
back, he said.

“No longer is the MQ-9 tied
down to large forward operating
bases or bases in the continental
United States,” he said.

The Reapers’ capabilities could
come in handy in a place such as
the South China Sea, he said.

China’s territorial expansion in

the region has spurred push back
from the U.S. Navy, which has
conducted frequent freedom-of-
navigation patrols there in recent
years. Experts have warned that
an incident in the contested wa-
terway could spark conflict.

Airmen can rapidly deploy,
launch and recover the Reapers
and move to another location,
Davis said.

At sea the drones are armed
with the same missiles they use
on land, he said. He didn’t specify
the drones’ armament, but re-
ports have noted their employ-
ment of Hellfire missiles.

“We are just as capable (at sea)
without changing our weapons in
any way,” Davis said.

He wouldn’t comment on
whether a Reaper could sink an
aircraft carrier.

“Ithink you are going to see the
MQ-9 utilized in other locations,”
he said. “California is a great step
off point to some other locations
further to the west.”

Meanwhile, the Marines al-
ready have drones training for
conflict with a conventional force

Isaan J. Souiz/U.S. Air Force

A pair of MQ-9 Reapers from the 46th Expeditionary Attack
Squadron are parked on the flightline at Ali Al Salem Air Base,

Kuwait, on June 9.

as part of Marine Rotational
Force - Darwin.

Unmanned aerial reconnais-
sance RQ-21 Blackjacks have
been zooming overhead as the
Marines train alongside Austra-
lian allies, who plan to acquire
their own Reapers.

Over summer the troops have
honed the sort of skills they’d need
to battle a conventional force, ac-
cording to Capt. Harrison Zhu,
27, of Hastings-on-Hudson, N.Y.,
an unmanned aerial system com-
mander with Marine Unmanned
Aerial Vehicle Squadron 3.

“We might start out doing coun-
terinsurgency that develops into
a peer-on-peer conflict,” during
training, Zhu said.

The Blackjack is made by In-

situ, a Boeing Inc. subsidiary in
Washington. A “small, tactical”
aircraft, it can carry payloads of
39 pounds maximum and stay
aloft more than 16 hours, depend-
ing on how it’s configured. It has
a line-of-sight range of 64 miles,
according to Boeing’s website.

The Marines have five drones
and a launch and recovery sys-
tem Down Under, Zhu said.

The Marines, who deployed
out of Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, are
enjoying the flying conditions in
Australia, where there are hardly
any other aircraft, Zhu said.

“If possible, we hope to have
more of my squadron here next
year,” he said.

robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobsonl
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US begins new
review of Houthi
rebels in Yemen

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Trump
administration is considering
new steps to intensify pressure
on Yemen’s Houthi rebels, includ-
ing a potential foreign terrorist
organization designation, accord-
ing to several officials, in a bid to
further isolate the group’s patron,
Iran.

The officials cautioned that no
decision has been made but said
the administration was discuss-
ing several possible moves, which
could alsoinclude naming individ-
ual Houthi leaders as “global ter-
rorists.” Like others, they spoke
on the condition of anonymity to
discuss internal deliberations.

The terrorist organization des-
ignation would make it illegal to
provide support to the Houthis,
ban members from traveling to
the United States and freeze the
group’s financial assets. Those
actions would have a largely sym-
bolic effect because of the rebels’
already isolated status but could
make it more difficult for aid or-
ganizations to provide relief in
the country.

The discussions come as pros-

pects for a swift negotiated settle-
ment appear to be receding in the
increasingly fractured conflict,
which has spawned the world’s
worst humanitarian crisis and
allowed Iran to increase its influ-
ence on the Arabian peninsula.

The war has pitted the Houthi
movement, which comes from
a minority Shiite sect and now
controls much of the country,
against Yemen’s internationally
recognized government and an
allied Saudi-led military coalition
that includes the United Arab
Emirates.

The Trump administration
previously considered designat-
ing the Houthi organization, of-
ficially known as Ansar Allah, a
terrorist group in 2018. But the
plan was shelved, in part because
of concerns that it could compli-
cate aid deliveries and endanger
Westerners operating in Houthi-
controlled areas of Yemen.

But now, with the adminis-
tration seeking to extend its
“maximum pressure” campaign
against the Iranian government,
a designation appears more like-
ly. In recent days, senior officials
announced new steps to block

)

the agr
Yemen, on Aug. 22.

Iran’s access to ballistic missiles
and other conventional arms, and
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
declared that international sanc-
tions against Iran were back in
place, a position that few other
countries support.

A possible decision to label the
Houthis terrorists sets the Trump
administration’s most aggressive
Iran hawks against officials who
view the move as inconsistent
with the U.S. goal of an inclusive
peace settlement for Yemen that
includes a role for the Houthis in
the government.

A senior U.S. official said offi-
cials were preparing to conduct

a legal and intelligence review
to determine whether the Houthi
organization now meets the crite-
ria for a terrorism designation or
new sanctions in a way it previ-
ously did not.

“I think the facts have changed
since the last time they did the
review, that there probably is
more compelling intelligence that
might support a designation,” the
official said.

That is the same review process
that resulted in a 2019 decision to
designate Iran’s powerful Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps as a
foreign terrorist group, despite
the objections of officials in some

Hant MonammED/AP

Tribesmen loryal to Humhl rebels hold their ‘weapons as they ride in a vehicle during a gathenng against

Israel and the United Arab Emirates, in Sanaa,

agencies, including the Defense
Department.

Western officials say Iran has
steadily increased its support to
the Houthis, providing more mis-
siles, drones and on-the-ground
assistance.

Any designation could add a
new element of controversy to the
war, in which the Saudi-led coali-
tion has been criticized for re-
peatedly striking civilians from
the air. Facing unusual biparti-
san pushback in Congress, the
Trump administration has limit-
ed its military involvement in the
conflict despite a robust military
partnership with Saudi Arabia.

Iraqi Foreign Minister
Fuad Hussein

Iraq’s foreign minister makes first visit to Iran

Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iraqg’s for-
eign minister arrived Saturday in
Tehran for bilateral talks with se-
nior Iranian officials, according
to the state-run news agency.

IRNA reported that Fuad Hus-
sein planned to meet his Iranian
counterpart Mohammad Javad
Zarif and President Hassan Rou-
hani, in what marked his first
visit to the Iranian capital.

Zarif visited Baghdad in mid-

July, when he met with Hussein
and Iragi Prime Minister Musta-
fa al-Kadhimi. It was Zarif’s first
visit to Iraq since a U.S. airstrike
in January Kkilled a top Iranian
general, Qassem Soleimani, out-
side Baghdad’s international air-
port. The strike catapulted Iraq
to the brink of a U.S.-Iran proxy
war that could have destabilized
the Middle East.

After Zarif’s trip, the Iraqi pre-
mier visited Iran in July.

The report did not elaborate on
the main reasons behind the top
Iraqi diplomat’s two-day trip to
Tehran.

Iran sees neighboring Iraq as
a possible route to bypass U.S.
sanctions that President Donald
Trump re-imposed in 2018 after
pulling the U.S. out of the 2015
nuclear deal between Tehran and
world powers.

Last year, Iran’s exports to Iraq
amounted to nearly $9 billion, the

official IRNA news agency re-
ported on Tuesday. It said the two
nations will discuss increasing
the amount to $20 billion.

Before the current global pan-
demic, some S million Iranian
pilgrims annually brought in
nearly $5 billion visiting Iraq’s
Shiite holy sites.

Iran has seen the worst out-
break in the region, with more
than 443,000 thousand confirmed
cases and at least 25,300 deaths.

Span: Expert warns low US military death rate doesn't justify Afghan exit

FROM FRONT PAGE

appropriate,”

said Daniel Davis, a senior

Under the U.S.-Taliban deal, all remain-

Army Sgt. 1st Class Javier Jaguar Guti-

peace process won't likely bring relief for
quite some time.”

Despite curtailing violence against for-
eign troops, the Taliban initiated at least
7,000 attacks on Afghan targets over the
past six months, according to Afghan gov-
ernment figures.

The violence has grown since Sept. 12,
when Taliban and Afghan government
representatives began long-delayed peace
talks in Qatar. Both sides have accused
each other of ramping up attacks in a bid
to gain leverage.

“Virtually all the fighting with the Tal-
iban today is being conducted by Afghan
security forces, not America — and that is

fellow at Defense Priorities, a Washington-
based think tank that promotes military
restraint.

It remains in the U.S.s interest to fully
withdraw from Afghanistan, Davis said,
and an extended period free of American
combat fatalities doesn’t change that.

“This period is nothing to celebrate, be-
cause the objective of the war isn’t to keep
our deployed troops from being killed,”
Davis said.

The U.S. remains on course to reduce its
troop strength in Afghanistan to between
4,000 and 5,000 by the end of November,
with the Defense Department saying that
will be sufficient to carry out its counter-
terrorism and training missions.

ing troops could be withdrawn by mid-2021
if the Taliban severs ties with groups like
al-Qaida and meets other conditions.

However, some analysts and lawmakers
have decried a lack of clear mechanisms to
measure Taliban compliance.

Taliban promises and a low U.S. death
toll resulting from Afghan forces leading
the fight are not enough to justify a precipi-
tous withdrawal, said Seth Jones, a senior
adviser at the Center for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies in Washington.

“Taliban leaders remain committed to
an extreme religious ideology, and authori-
tarian political system and the continua-
tion of relations with groups like al-Qaida,”
Jones said.

errez and Army Sgt. 1st Class Antonio Rey
Rodriguez were the last Americans to die
in combat in Afghanistan when they came
under enemy fire in eastern Nangarhar
province in February.

Since then, four soldiers — Spc. Bran-
den Tyme Kimball, 1st Lt. Trevarius
Ravon Bowman, Spc. Vincent Sebastian
Ibarria and 1st Lt. Joseph Trent Allbaugh
— have died in noncombat incidents in the
country.

More than 2,300 U.S. troops have been
killed in Afghanistan since the war began,
according to Pentagon figures.

wellman.phillip@stripes.com
Twitter: @pwwellman
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Trump readies debate hit; Biden allies worry

The Washington Post

President Donald Trump is
gearing up to launch blistering
personal attacks on Joe Biden
and his family in the first presi-
dential debate on Tuesday, while
Biden is bracing for an onslaught
and worried allies are warning
the Democratic nominee not to
lose his temper and lash out, ac-
cording to people with knowledge
of the strategies in both camps.

Trump has told associates he
wants to talk specifically about
his opponent’s son Hunter Biden
and mused that the debates are
when “people will finally realize
Biden is just not there,” according
to one adviser. The president is so
eager to lay into his rival that he
has called aides to test out vari-
ous attacks, focusing on attacks
that cast Biden as a longtime
‘Washington insider with a limited
record of accomplist said

another adviser, who like many
interviewed for this story spoke
on the condition of anonymity to
candidly describe private talks.

Biden and his advisers are an-
ticipating a venomous barrage,
according to a person with knowl-
edge of their thinking, and they
are preparing to counter with an
affirmative case for a Biden pres-
idency. The Democrat wants to
stay focused on how he would ad-
dress the coronavirus pandemic
and the country’s economic prob-
lems, which he blames Trump for
‘worsening.

The prospect of a cage match
between a president for whom
no subject is offlimits and a
challenger who can be openly
emotional is making some Biden
advisers nervous. They see a fine
line between Biden’s passion and
empathy, which can appeal to
voters, and the raw anger that
sometimes gets him in trouble
and could undercut his pitch as a

calming alternative to a president
who thrives on chaos.

“When you go at his family, he
becomes hotter than hell, which is
part of the thing I worry about,”
said John Morgan, a Florida trial
lawyer and major Biden donor. “I
think what Biden has to be care-
ful about is not letting his Irish
temper blow when that happens.”

Biden’s emotion, especially
when it comes to his family, has
often been a strong suit. But he
has also shown a tendency to lose
his composure when his record,
and especially his decency, are
questioned — such as when he de-
clared in an interview with “The
Breakfast Club” that African
Americans considering voting for
Trump “ain’t black,” or when he
snapped, “Why, why, why, why,
why?” at a reporter who asked
during the primary why he had
attacked a rival.

CaroLvn KasTer/AP

i former Vice President Joe Biden
is preparing for an onslaught from Trump at the presidential debate.

Trump’s deficit in the polls ar-
guably means there is more pres-
sure on him than Biden to score
a big win, and his supporters are
voicing their own worries. The
president’s repeated mocking of
Biden as incoherent could make it
easy for the challenger to exceed
expectations, Trump’s allies say,
and they concede the president is
always capable of sabotaging his
own message.

Trump has shown little inter-
est in studious preparation, but
he is expected to meet with ad-
visers this weekend to talk about
the debate. “The president’s view
is: He’s been president for four
years, he’s been in training every
day,” one ally said. “He thinks he
doesn’t need any prep.”

Still, there are reasons for
Democrats’ apprehension about
their 77-year-old nominee, who
last ran for office in 2012. In re-

Steve HeLeer/AP

President Donald Trump says he plans on lannchmg attacks against
Biden and his family during Tuesday’s d

cent months, Biden has largely
been cloistered away from hostile
settings, and some supporters
fret that he might be rusty when
he confronts what could be some
of the most vicious criticism he’s
ever faced in person.

“It’s like training for a knife
fight and somebody is getting an
Uzi,” lamented one Democratic
congressional aide.

Biden’s friends and advisers
are urging him not to get dragged
into ugly exchanges. “There is an
old saying in debate circles: When
you get down in the mud and
‘wrestle with a pig, the pig has fun
and you get covered in mud,” said
Sen. Christopher Coons, D-Del.,
a close Biden confidant. “And the
word that is typically used is not

Blden himself has expressed a
similar concern. “I hope I don’t
get baited into getting into a brawl

with this guy,” he said at a virtual
fundraiser this month. He added,
“It’s going to be hard, because I
predict he’s going to be shouting”
and interrupting.

Biden will try to speak direct-
ly to the voters, the person with
knowledge of his team’s thinking
said, and will correct Trump when
merited. But Biden’s advisers be-
lieve strongly that he should not
get bogged down in fact-checking
the president, leaving that mostly
to moderator Chris Wallace.

Biden and his aides are expect-
ed to hunker down in preparation
for the debate in coming days, ac-
cording to a person with knowl-
edge of the plans.

Former White House coun-
sel Bob Bauer is standing in for
Trump, according to a person
with knowledge of the situation.
Bauer did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment.

President shifts focus to Pennsylvania to shore up reelection

Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. — Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s campaign
has grown increasingly focused
on making inroads in Pennsylva-
nia to offset potential vulnerabili-
ties in other battlegrounds.

The president was traveling to
the state for the second time in a
week Saturday, hoping to attract
the same rural and white working-
class voters who delivered him a
narrow victory here in 2016. The
in-person touch, in what may be-
come the most important battle-
ground on the map, complements
an aggressive get-out-the-vote op-
eration that has been working for
four years to find new voters by
knocking on doors in competitive
neighborhoods.

Trump narrowly flipped three
Great Lakes states — Michigan,
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin
— from blue to red in 2016. He
has virtually no path to reelec-
tion without keeping at least one

‘With Pennsylvania, |1 don’t have to make a
play, we've got Pennsylvania. 7

President Donald Trump
at Pittsburgh rally

of those states in his column.
His campaign has long viewed
Wisconsin as his best option, but
aides who requested anonym-
ity to discuss strategy said their
thinking has begun to shift.

There are growing concerns
inside the campaign, the aides
said, about Trump’s ability to
retain Wisconsin. Even winning
that upper Midwest battleground
wouldn’t provide the needed votes
if Trump’s Democratic challeng-
er, Joe Biden, claims Arizona.

But Pennsylvania would be
enough.

“With Pennsylvania, I don’t
have to make a play, we've got
Pennsylvania,” boasted Trump at

a rally Tuesday night just outside
Pittsburgh.

That may be harder than
Trump suggests.

Despite fervent Republican
efforts, no GOP nominee since
George HW. Bush in 1988 had
captured the state until Trump
did four years ago, winning by
just 44,000 votes out of nearly
5.9 million cast. And as someone
born in Scranton, Joe Biden is
also heavily focused on the state.

Recent Pennsylvania polls dis-
agree over the state of the race:
Some show Trump and Biden
in a competitive race, while oth-
ers have Biden slightly ahead of
Trump.

And just as “Florida, Florida,
Florida” became the moniker in
2000 for the electoral delays and
controversies in the state that de-
cided the election that year, Penn-
sylvania, which may be 2020’s
tipping point state, may have its
own drama looming.

With 3 million or more voters
expected to cast ballots by mail,
lawmakers, party officials and
election officials are warning
that the conditions are ripe for a
presidential election result to be
left hanging in limbo on a drawn-
out vote. A partisan stalemate
and lawsuits have held up fixes
to glitches in the state’s fledgling
mail-in voting law, and Demo-
crats are warning that as many as
100,000 or more mail-in ballots —
dubbed “naked ballots” — could
be invalidated if they aren’t put in
the proper envelope by people un-
accustomed to voting by mail.

Pennsylvania also is where a
federal prosecutor’s announce-
ment that nine mailed-in mili-

tary ballots had been found in the
trash at a local election office was
seized upon by Trump and his
supporters. But there was little
explanation of what had hap-
pened or whether investigators
believed a criminal act had oc-
curred in a county controlled by
Republicans.

Pennsylvania is anchored by
large cities — Philadelphia to the
east, Pittsburgh to the west — on
opposite ends, each with sprawl-
ing suburbs. But the rest of the
state is largely rural, comprised
of small cities and towns where
Trump ran up the score four
years ago.

He will likely need to again,
as his prospects have slipped
since 2016 in vote-rich suburban
Philadelphia, where he underper-
formed by past Republican mea-
sures. This raises the stakes for
his campaign’s more aggressive
outreach to new rural and small-
town voters across the industrial
north.
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TikTok judge schedules Sunday hearing on US ban

Bloomberg.

A federal judge scheduled a
rare Sunday morning hearing to
decide whether the U.S. can go
through with its ban on the popu-
lar video-sharing app TikTok.

ByteDance Ltd., TikTok’s Chi-
nese owner, has asked the court
to block the ban, set to begin on
Sunday night, even as it pursues
approvals from the government
for the sale of a stake in its U.S.
operations to Oracle Corp. and
Walmart Inc. under pressure
from President Donald Trump. It
argued in court filings Friday that
the ban would trample constitu-
tional free-speech protections.

Trump cited national secu-
rity risks in August, when he an-
nounced a ban on the widely-used
network from U.S. app stores. The
president, who’s also barred We-
Chat, owned by China’s Tencent
Holdings Ltd., has told ByteDance
its only alternative is to sell its
American TikTok business. The
U.S. Justice Department argues
the apps potentially give China’s
government access to millions of
Americans’ personal data.

The government emphasized
those concerns in a filing on Fri-
day, urging U.S. District Judge
Carl Nichols not to grant the tem-

Nc Han Guan /AP

Women pass the headquarters of ByteDance, owners of TikTok, in
Beijing, China. In the U.S. a federal hearing was scheduled to be
held Sunday to decide whether it can still ban the video-sharing app.

porary block. U.S. lawyers cited
FBI Director Christopher Wray’s
assessment that China poses the
“greatest long-term threat to our

nation’s information and intellec-
tual property” as a reason for the
ban.

“One of the tools that the PRC

uses to further its goals is bulk
data collection,” the U.S. govern-
ment said, referring to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

ByteDance, founded in 2012
by Zhang Yiming, has close ties
to the Chinese Communist Party
and must abide by laws that re-
quire it to cooperate with China’s
government, the U.S. said.

“In April 2018, the CCP forced
ByteDance to shut down one of its
other platforms, and Mr. Yiming
issued a public apology in which
he pledged to cooperate with and
elevate official CCP media,” the
U.S. said. “Following this public
atonement, ByteDance under-
went organizational restructur-
ing with CCP infrastructure now
built into it.”

The ban, announced in an Aug.
6 executive order, is part of a
wider effort by the administration
to take a hard line against Beijing,
‘which Trump bets will help him
win re-election.

Starting at 11:59 p.m. on Sept.
27, it would remove TikTok from
the app stores run by Apple and
Google’s Android, the most widely
used marketplaces for download-
able apps. People who don’t yet
have the app wouldn’t be able
to get it, and those who already

have it wouldn’t have access to
updates needed to ensure its safe
and smooth operation. TikTok
is used regularly by 19 million
Americans.

In Friday’s filing, TikTok’s
lawyers argued that Trump is
exceeding his authority with the
proposed ban and acting in an
“unreasonable and capricious
manner” by seeking to cut off all
transactions on the service.

The law being invoked “states
the President’s authority does not
extend to the direct or indirect
regulation or prohibition of ‘per-
sonal communication’ and the in-
ternational flow of ‘information or
informational materials,” such as
film, photographs, and artwork,
regardless of the ‘format or medi-
um of transmission,” the Chinese
company’s lawyers argued.

Such a ban also would trample
free-speech rights of U.S. users
of the Chinese company’s plat-
form, TikTok’s lawyers added.
Millions of Americans “engage in
core protected speech on TikTok
in pursuit of a wide variety of po-
litical, social, and cultural ends,”
according to the brief. “The Pro-
hibitions unlawfully restrict this
speech in violation of the First
Amendment.”

Ore. governor sends state troopers,
deputies to help at Portland rall

By Sara CLINE
Associated Press/Report for America

SALEM, Ore. — Oregon Gov.
Kate Brown declared a state of
emergency Friday as she an-
nounced that state troopers and
sheriff’s deputies would be sent to
Portland through the weekend to
help police, in the state’s largest
city, monitor a weekend rally by
the right-wing group Proud Boys
and counter protests by liberal
groups.

Portland has been roiled by
often violent protests for more
than three months following the
police killing of George Floyd in
Minneapolis.

Demonstrations that went into
a lull during Oregon’s recent
wildfires resumed this week, fu-
eled by a Kentucky grand jury’s
decision to not indict officers in
the fatal shooting of Breonna
Taylor.

Brown told reporters she is
exercising her gubernatorial
authority to place Multnomah
County Sheriff Mike Reese and
Oregon State Police Superinten-
dent Travis Hampton in charge of
Portland’s public safety on Satur-
day and Sunday. Brown said that
Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler
supports the plan.

“This is our entire community
coming together to protect our
community,” Brown said. “We
want the highest level of coordi-
nation and the strongest leader-
ship possible.”

Under the state of emergency
declaration, Oregon State Police

o

Mark Graves, THE OREGONIAN/AP

Protesters demanding the end of police violence against Black
people are sprayed by police during a demonstration in Portland,

Ore., last week.

and the Multnomah County Sher-
iff’s Office will have the authority
to set curfews and close roads.

In addition, Hampton said of-
ficers sent to Portland could use
tear gas and less-lethal ammuni-
tion to disperse crowds if the pro-
test and counter protests become
violent or if people’s lives are in
danger.

“Certainly with the use of any
tool or option, we are always
going to be proportional in our
response,” Hampton said. “We
want to do everything we can to
intercede early, so we don’t have
to get to a higher level of force if
it’s required to keep the peace.”

Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler
has banned local police from
using tear gas.

Hampton said that the change
in command “is in no way an in-

dictment of our colleagues at the
Portland Police Bureau for the
Jjob that they have done or would
have done this weekend.”

“The Portland Police Bureau,
their officers have endured some
incredibly mentally and physical-
ly taxing situations for over 100
days, while they have done the
best they can to keep Portland
streets safe,” Hampton said.

Ahead of the planned Proud
Boys rally set for Saturday, Brown
said she “is incredibly concerned
about the increased risk of vio-
lence in Portland this weekend
and the safety of all Oregonians.”

Organizers have said that the
Proud Boys rally will support
President Donald Trump and the
police and condemn anti-fascists
that the group accuses of “domes-
tic terrorism.”

1963 church bombing victim
seeks apology, restitution

By Kiv CHANDLER
Associated Press

More than a dozen sticks of
dynamite planted by Ku Klux
Klansmen exploded at a Birming-
ham church in 1963, killing four
Black girls.

The “fifth little girl,” Sarah
Collins Rudolph, survived but still
has shards of glass in her body
from the blast that took her sister,
her right eye and her dreams of
becoming a nurse. Rudolph, 69, is
now seeking an apology from the
state and compensation for what
she says has been a lifetime of
trauma.

A law firm working for free on
Rudolph’s behalf sent a letter to
Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey arguing
that the words of state leaders,
including Gov. George Wallace,
at the time encouraged the racial
violence that led to one of the most
infamous acts of the civil rights
era. Attorney Ishan K. Bhabha
said Rudolph’s story “cries out for
justice.”

“Her life was put on a funda-
mentally different track in an in-
stant as a little girl,” said Bhabha.

The state has yet to respond to
Rudolph.

The five girls were gathered
in a downstairs washroom at
Birmingham’s 16th Street Baptist
Church on the morning of Sept.
15, 1963, when a timed bomb
planted by KKK members went
off outside under a set of stairs.
The blast killed Denise McNair,
11, and three 14-year-olds: Car-
ole Robertson, Cynthia Wesley,
and Addie Mae Collins, who was
Rudolph’s sister.

The bombing followed months
of racial unrest in the state. Bir-
mingham’s public schools were
going through racial desegrega-
tion at the time, and Wallace had
vowed “segregation forever” at
his first inauguration earlier that
year, urging whites to “send a
message to Washington.”

Rudolph’s attorneys contend the
bombing amounted to state-in-
cited violence, arguing it was in-
spired and motivated by Wallace’s
racist rhetoric.

“While the State of Alabama
did not place the bomb next to the
church, its Governor and other
leaders at the time played an un-
disputed role in encouraging its
citizens to engage in racial vio-
lence, including the violence that
stole the lives of four little girls,
and irreparably injured a fifth,
the morning of September 15,
1963,” her attorneys wrote in the
letter to Ivey on the eve of the 57th
anniversary of the bombing.

Gina Maiola, a spokeswoman
for Ivey, said that Rudolph’s re-
quest is being reviewed. It came
about after a then-partner in the
law firm of Jenner & Block saw
Rudolph speak in South Carolina.
Touched by her story, he asked the
firm to help her without charge.

Despite her injuries, Rudolph
provided testimony that helped
lead to the convictions of the men
accused of planting the bomb. A
series of trials that began in 1977
resulted in three Ku Klux Klans-
men being convicted of murder in
the bombing; all died in prison; a
suspected accomplice died with-
out ever being charged.
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Taylor’s family

calls for release ®

of case evidence

Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Breonna
Taylor’s family demanded Fri-
day that Kentucky authorities
release all body camera footage,
police files and the transcripts of
the grand jury proceedings that
led to no charges being brought
against police officers who killed
the Black woman during a raid at
her apartment.

The decision disappointed and
angered those who have been
calling for justice for Taylor
for six months, and protesters
vowed to stay in the streets until
all the officers involved are fired
or someone is charged with her
killing.

A diverse group, including Tay-
lor’s mother, marched through
Louisville on Friday evening. The
protests were peaceful, though at
one point, police in riot gear fired
flash bang devices to turn back a
crowd on a street. Two were ar-
rested, authorities said.

About a dozen people who were
out past the city’s 9 p.m. curfew
were arrested later.

Earlier, Taylor’s lawyers and
family expressed dismay that no
one has been held accountable for
her death.

“I am an angry Black woman. I
am not angry for the reasons that
you would like me to be. But angry
because our Black women keep
dying at the hands of police offi-
cers — and Black men,” Taylor’s
mother, Tamika Palmer, wrote
in a statement read by a relative.
She stood close by wearing a shirt
that said, “I (heart) Louisville Po-
lice” with bullet holes in the heart
emoji.

Palmer’s statement said the
criminal justice system had failed
her, and state Attorney General
Daniel Cameron was the final
person in the chain, following the
officer who sought a no-knock
warrant as part of a drug inves-
tigation, the judge who signed it
and police who burst into Taylor’s
apartment. The warrant was con-
nected to a suspect who did not
live there, and no drugs were
found inside.

Taylor was shot multiple times
by white officers after her boy-
friend fired at them, authorities
said. He said he didn’t know who
was coming in and fired in self-
defense, wounding one officer.
Cameron, Kentucky’s first Black
attorney general, said the officers
were not charged with Taylor’s

killing because they acted to pro-
tect themselves.

The grand jury indicted one of-
ficer on endangerment charges,
saying he fired gunshots into a
neighboring home that didn’t
strike anyone. He has been fired.

“Thope you never know the pain
of your child being murdered 191
days in a row,” said Bianca Aus-
tin, wearing her niece’s emergen-
cy medical technician jacket as
she read Palmer’s statement.

Family attorney Sam Aguiar
said all the videos should be re-
leased because Cameron’s in-
vestigation is over, noting that
he’s seen dozens of them, most of
which are not public.

Cameron “got so much wrong.
We’ve seen so much piecemeal
stuff come out throughout the
case,” he said without giving
specifics.

Gov. Andy Beshear, a Demo-
crat, also has called on the Repub-
lican attorney general to release
what evidence he can.

Cameron said through a
spokeswoman that he understood
the family’s pain.

“Everyone is entitled to their
opinion, but prosecutors and
Grand Jury members are bound
by the facts and by the law,”
spokeswoman Elizabeth Kuhn
said in a statement.

As Taylor’s family decried how

DarroN CummiNGs/AP

Tamika Palmer, the mother of Breonna Taylor, right, listens to a news conference Friday, in Louisville, Ky.

the case was handled, a man ac-
cused of shooting and wound-
ing two officers during protests
Wednesday appeared in court.
They’re expected to recover.

A not-guilty plea was entered
for Larynzo D. Johnson, 26, and
bond was set at $1 million. At-
torney Zac Meihaus called the
streets “a war zone” when the
shooting happened and said it’s
difficult to “pinpoint” if John-
son fired the shots in question.
A prosecutor replied that a gun
was recovered from Johnson, and
there are video and witness ac-
counts of the shooting.

Calif. braces for
shutoffs and hot,
windy weekend

By Daisy NGUYEN

Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Firefighters in northern
and central California were bracing Saturday for
hot, dry and windy weather that may fan the flames
of several major wildfires or ignite new ones.

Efforts to corral more than two dozen wildfires
across the state have benefited recently from low
winds and with moist air flowing inland from the
Pacific. But forecasters said that weather pattern
will reverse during the weekend as a ridge of high
pressure boosts temperatures and generates gusts
flowing from the interior to the coast.

In northern and central areas of the state, the
strongest winds are forecast to occur from Satur-
day night into Sunday morning, followed by another
burst Sunday night into Monday.

The Pacific Gas & Electric utility was tracking
the forecasts to determine if it would be necessary
to shut off power to areas where gusts could damage
the company’s equipment or hurl debris into lines
that can ignite flammable vegetation.

The shutoffs could potentially affect 97,000 cus-
tomers in 16 counties starting Saturday evening
through Monday.

PG&E equipment has sparked large wildfires, in-
cluding the deadly 2018 fire that destroyed much of
the Sierra foothills town of Paradise and killed 85
people.

Kent PoRTER, The (Santa Rosa, Cauir.) Press DEMOCRAT/AP

Cal Fire'’s Boggs helitack crew from Cobb
Mountain, Calif., assist in putting out a 12 acre
brush fire in Larkfield, Calif., on Thursday.

Numerous studies in recent years have linked big-
ger U.S. wildfires to global warming from the burn-
ing of coal, oil and gas, especially because climate
change has made California much drier. A drier
California means plants are more flammable.

The U.S. Forest Service’s Pacific Southwest Re-
gion announced Friday that it is extending the clo-
sure of all nine national forests in California because
of concerns including fire conditions and critical
limitations on firefighting resources.

Attorney general: NYPD
should quit traffic stops

By MicHAEL R. S1sak
Associated Press

NEW YORK — New York’s
attorney general on Friday rec-
ommended the New York Police
Department get out of the busi-
ness of routine traffic enforce-
ment, a radical change she said
would prevent encounters like
one last year in the Bronx that
escalated quickly and ended
with an officer fatally shooting a
motorist.

Attorney General LetitiaJames,
who acts as a special prosecutor
appointed to investigate certain
police killings, argued that traffic
stops for minor infractions often
end in violence and that Allan
Feliz’s death last October after he
was pulled over for a seat belt vio-
lation “further underscores the
need for this change.”

James’ office concluded that the
NYPD’s use of deadly force was
justified but that the sequence
of events leading to Feliz’s death
would never have happened if
police hadn’t stopped him in the
first place. Police further height-
ened tensions by attempting to
arrest Feliz on outstanding war-
rants for low-level offenses such

as spitting, littering and disorder-
ly conduct, James’ office said.

The NYPD declined to
comment.

Feliz initially complied when
an officer asked him to get out
of his car, but then jumped back
in and tried to flee, James’ office
said in a report on his death that
included the recommendation
about police yielding traffic stop
duties.

Sgt. Jonathan Rivera then fired
a stun gun at Feliz and climbed
into the car, warning, “Yo, boss,
I am going to (expletive) shoot
you,” as Feliz shifted the vehicle
into gear and began moving. Ri-
vera shot Feliz once in the chest,
killing him.

James’ office concluded Rivera
was justified in shooting Feliz in
part because he feared the vehi-
cle’s movement was endangering
another officer standing nearby,
the report said.

“The officer’s alleged justifica-
tion is a fairy tale,” said Robert
Vilensky, a lawyer for the Feliz
family, which is suing the NYPD.
“The car which they say was mov-
ing was at best moving 2 mph.
That wouldn’t knock over a fly.
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Gases rise in mask-resistant US heartland

Associated Press

MISSION, Kan. — It began with devas-
tation in the New York City area, followed
by a summertime crisis in the Sun Belt.
Now the coronavirus outbreak is heating
up fast in smaller cities in the heartland,
often in conservative corners of America
where anti-mask sentiment runs high.

Elsewhere around the country, Florida’s
Republican governor lifted all restrictions
on restaurants and other businesses Fri-
day and all but set aside local mask ordi-
nances in the political battleground state,
in a move attacked by Democrats as hasty.

Meanwhile, confirmed cases of the
virus in the U.S. hit another milestone — 7
million — according to the count kept by
Johns Hopkins University, though the real
number of infections is believed to be much
higher.

The spike across the Midwest as well as
parts of the West has set off alarms at hos-
pitals, schools and colleges.

Wisconsin is averaging more than 2,000
new cases a day over the last week, com-
pared with 675 three weeks earlier. Hospi-
talizations in the state are at their highest
level since the outbreak took hold in the
U.S. in March.

Utah has seen its average daily case
count more than double from three weeks
earlier. Oklahoma and Missouri are regu-
larly recording 1,000 new cases a day, and
Missouri Gov. Mike Parson, a staunch op-
ponent of mask rules, tested positive this
week. Kansas and Iowa are also witness-
ing a spike in cases. And South Dakota and
Idaho are seeing sky-high rates of tests
coming back positive.

“What we’re seeing is the newer hot
spots rise over the course of the last sev-

Des Moines Public School students and supporters march from Roosevelt High
to the Govern

Ouvia SuN, The Des Moines RecisTER/AP

School

or’s Mansion at Terrace Hill on Sept. 7 to protest the cancellation of fall
and winter extracurriculars in Des Moines, lowa.

eral weeks, predominantly in the Upper
Midwest,” said Thomas Tsai, a professor at
Harvard’s Chan School of Public Health.

Harvard’s tracking dashboard global
epidemics.org has shown an increasing
number of states turning red, indicating
over 25 new cases per 100,000 population.
With experts expecting a surge in corona-
virus cases and the flu as cold weather sets
in and people move indoors, Tsai warned:
“It’s important to not take our foot off the
brakes.”

The U.S. is averaging more than 40,000

new confirmed cases a day. While that
number is dramatically lower than the
peak of nearly 70,000 over the summer, the
numbers are worrisome nonetheless. The
nation’s death toll eclipsed 200,000 this
week, the highest in the world.

In the Midwest, the virus is now landing
squarely in places where there is strong
resistance to masks and governors have
been reluctant to require face coverings.

Mike Cooper, a 59-year-old and sign
shop owner from the Branson, Mo., area,
is among those who have grown weary of

virus restrictions that he sees as out-of-
control government overreach. He says
the financial toll of the pandemic response
creates its own set of health problems, such
as alcoholism, suicide and depression.

“Financial ruin kills people too,” he
said.

“To me, flatten the curve means extend
the plague. Flatten the curve means you
are just going to kill the same number of
people over a longer period of time, so they
are going to extend the plague,” Cooper
said.

In Joplin, Mo., a mask ordinance was
allowed to expire in mid-August as virus
fatigue grew. Since then, the number of
positive cases there and in surrounding
Jasper County — a deeply conservative
county that Trump won by more than S0
percentage points over Hillary Clinton in
2016 — has risen about 80%.

“I am getting sick and tired of telling
people to wear their masks, and I know
they are sick and tired of me saying it,”
said Tony Moehr, chief of the Jasper Coun-
ty Health Department. “And it just seems
like people have heard it so many times,
I'm not sure if they really even hear it any-
more when we say it.”

At the home of the University of Okla-
homa, the Norman City Council voted 5-3
this week to require that masks be worn in-
doors at house parties if more than 25 peo-
ple are present. The ordinance passed over
objections from members of the public.

“You can make any law that you want
to. You come into my house telling me that
I got to wear this stupid thing and you're
going to have a firefight on your hands,”
said Josh Danforth, holding a mask, who
identified himself as an Iraq war veteran.

Australian state’s health minister
resigns amid quarantme probe

Associated Press

Associated Press

2 charged over handling of
outbreak at veterans home

said.
Relatives of veterans who died

MELBOURNE, Australia —
The health minister in Australia’s
Victoria state resigned in the fall-
out from an inquiry into why se-
curity guards were used instead
of police or the military at quar-
antine hotels. Lapses in security
at the hotels were given as the
major reason for a second wave of
COVID-19 cases.

Victoria reported just one more
coronavirus death as Melbourne’s
new case average continued to
fall. The death took the state toll to
782 and the national figure to 870.
There were 12 new cases, while
Melbourne’s 14-day average fell
again on Saturday to 23.6.

Melburnians, who have been in
lockdown for more than a month,
are waiting for the easing of re-
strictions on Monday. It's ex-
pected to include a staged return
to school for some students and
outdoor gatherings of five people
from two households.

Health Minister Jenny Mika-
kos on Saturday issued a state-
ment confirming her resignation,
just a day after Victoria Premier
Daniel Andrews gave evidence to
the inquiry and pointed partial
blame at Mikakos for her role in
the bungled quarantine program.

“I am disappointed that my

Aaron FaviLa/AP

Men wearing protective masks push their bicycles at an overpass
in Quezon city, Philippines. Confirmed virus cases in the Philippines

soared past 300,000 on Saturday.

integrity has sought to be under-
mined,” she wrote in a one-page
statement. “I have never shirked
my responsibility.” She said she
also plans to resign from Victoria
Parliament.

Mikakos appears to be taking
the blame when no one else would.
After six weeks of hearings into
the hotel inquiry, it was still not
known who made the decision to
use security guards instead of po-
lice or soldiers, which were used
in other Australian states.

In another development around
the Asia-Pacific region:

m Confirmed coronavirus in-
fections in the Philippines soared
past 300,000 Saturday in the lat-
est bleak milestone in a country
that has gradually reopened its
battered economy despite hav-
ing the most cases in Southeast
Asia. The Department of Health
reported 2,747 new and recent
infections, bringing the total
number of cases to 301,256, with
5,284 deaths. Officials have tried
to ease alarm by highlighting the
massive number of COVID-19
recoveries, but critics say the out-
breaks remain uncontrolled.

BOSTON — Two former ad-
ministrators of a Massachusetts
veterans home where nearly 80
people sickened by the coronavi-
rus died have been charged over
their handling of the outbreak,
the state attorney general said
Friday.

It’s believed to be the first crim-
inal case in the country brought
against nursing home officials
for actions during the pandemic,
Attorney General Maura Healey
said.

Former Holyoke Soldiers’
Home Superintendent Bennett
Walsh and former Medical Di-
rector Dr. David Clinton were in-
dicted by a grand jury on charges
stemming from their decision in
March to combine two demen-
tia units, packing residents who
were positive for the coronavirus
into the same space as those with
no symptoms, Healey said.

The veterans “risked their lives
from the beaches of Normandy,
to some the jungles of Vietnam,
and to know that they died under
the most horrific circumstances
is truly shocking,” Healey told
reporters.

They could each face prison
time if convicted of causing or
permitting serious bodily injury
or neglect of an elder, Healey

at the home said they hope “jus-
tice will prevail.”

“We now want our state to move
forward and do the right thing to
ensure this never happens again
to any other veteran,” the fam-
ily members said in an statement
emailed by the Holyoke Soldiers’
Home Coalition, a group advocat-
ing for improvements.

The charges come three months
after a scathing independent re-
port said “utterly baffling” deci-
sions made by Walsh and other
administrators allowed the virus
to spread unchecked. The “worst
decision” was to combine the
two locked dementia units, both
of which already housed some
residents with the virus, said in-
vestigators led by former federal
prosecutor Mark Pearlstein.

More than 40 veterans were
packed into a single unit that
usually had 25 beds, and space
was so limited that nine veterans
— some with symptoms and some
without — were sleeping in the
dining room, Healey said.

Walsh has defended his re-
sponse, saying state officials ini-
tially refused in March to send
National Guard aid even as the
home was dealing with dire staff-
ing shortages.
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Officials report Oregon’s
largest daily case count |

Associated Press

SALEM, Ore. — The Oregon
Health Authority reported 457
new confirmed COVID-19 cases
on Friday, the state’s largest daily
total since the the start of the
pandemic.

Officials attributed the rise in
cases to Labor Day gatherings,
the return of college students to
campus and the interruption of
testing during recent wildfires in
Oregon.

“Today we find ourselves at an-
other crossroads,” Oregon Health
Authority Director Patrick Allen
said. “After weeks of steady de-
cline in COVID-19, cases have
begun rising.”

Currently more than 32,300
people have tested positive for
COVID-19 in Oregon. The death
toll is 542.

Forsixweeks, Oregon’s COVID-
19 cases and rate of transmission
were heading down.

However, Allen said that the
most recent data provided by the
Oregon Health Authority shows
that the percentage of positive
tests has increased from 5.6%
to 6.2% and hospitalizations in-
creased by 28%, revealing “how
fragile our progress against the
virus is.”

Utah

SALT LAKE CITY — An out-
break at a Utah homeless shel-
ter has resulted in 72 confirmed
cases of the coronavirus, officials
reported.

The rapid increase in cases at
the Gail Miller Resource Center
in Salt Lake City coincides with
a rise in cases in the state as a
whole. Utah reported 1,404 new
confirmed cases of the corona-
virus on Thursday, up from 306
new confirmed cases on Sept. 8.

There are currently 93 con-
firmed cases in Salt Lake City-
area homeless shelters, officials
said.

Homeless people are thought
to be more vulnerable to con-
tracting the coronavirus than the
general population because those
who live in encampments typical-
ly have limited access to hygienic
services and find themselves in
cramped rooms packed with doz-
ens of others, the Salt Lake Tri-
bune reported.

The number of infections is
thought to be far higher overall
because many people have not
been tested, and studies suggest
people can be infected with the
virus without feeling sick.

Arizona

PHOENIX — New coronavirus
cases in Arizona are remaining
fairly stable as the state continues
to see no big rise in cases after the
Labor Day holiday.

The state Health Services De-
partment reported 518 new virus
cases Friday, bringing the total
since the pandemic began hitting
the state in March to 216,367. The
state also reported 28 new deaths,
which the total to 5,587.

The 7-day rullmg average of
daily new cases in Arizona has
risen over the past two weeks
from 436 new cases per day on
Sept. 10 to 599 new cases per day
on Sept. 24, according to data
from The COVID Tracking Proj-
ect. But the past week has seen no
continuation of that increase.

Hospital use is way down from
the mid-July peak that saw more
than 3,500 people being treated.
The state reported just 521 peo-
ple hospitalized for the virus as
of Thursday, with just 119 in in-
tensive care and only 65 needing
ventilators to help them breathe.

Texas

AUSTIN — Texas health of-
ficials reported 3,306 new cases
Friday of the coronavirus that
causes COVID-19, along with 97
new deaths from the illness.

The newly reported cases
raised the total number of cases
since tracking of the virus started
in March to 728,552, with an es-
timated 67,045 cases now active
and 3,221 of those requiring hos-
pitalization, the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services
reported.

Meanwhile, the Texas death toll
for the outbreak rose to 15,364.

DES MOINES — Iowa reported
a jump of 1,086 new coronavirus
cases on Friday. the second con-
secutive day of new cases exceed-
ing 1,000.

Four more people died, push-
ing the state’s death toll from the
virus to 1,303.

Gov. Kim Reynolds signed on
Friday a new emergency procla-
mation that continues bar closures
in Johnson and Story counties,
where the University of Iowa and
Iowa State University are located
at least for another week.

Data from state health and ed-
ucation departments indicate the
virus is circulating in schools and
nursing homes.

East Sac County Superinten-
dent Jeff Kruse said in a note
posted on the district’s website
that more than 80 students are
in quarantine and 1S more stu-
dents and staff are awaiting test
results.

“The impact of not having suf-
ficient numbers of staff to cover
all vacancies is impacting learn-
ing and the social emotional
needs for students and staff,” he
said. The district will begin ex-
pecting students to use masks on
Monday.

Other districts also have re-
ported hundreds of students in
quarantine after positive test re-
sults were found among students
or staff.

State health data shows 6,917
children under age 17 in Iowa
have tested positive for the virus,
an increase of more than 800 in a
week. It also shows 3,372 educa-
tors testing positive.

The state also reports S0 nurs-
ing homes in Iowa have an out-

Georr Crimmins, THE Moscow-PuLLman (Ipano) Daiy News/AP

Members of Christ Church sing a hymn over the noise from counter-protesters playmg drums during
Idaho. h

“psalm sing” on Friday outside cuty hall in

Churcl

1g against a

city public-health order that requires people to either socially distance or wear a face mask in public.

break of the virus with more than
1,000 residents testing positive
currently.

The 69 people admitted to a
hospital in the past 24 hours is
the second highest number since
virus spread began in Iowa in
March and the 330 people in the
hospital with COVID-19 is the
highest since the end of May.

Kentucky

FRANKFORT — Gov. Andy
Beshear reported 930 new cases
of coronavirus in Kentucky on
Friday and 12 additional deaths.

“We cannot continue to have
days where we have 900-plus
cases,” Beshear said. “Please put
on your mask. Please engage in
social distancing. The lives and
the health of the Kentuckians
around us depend on it.”

The new cases brought the
state’s total to 65,066. The deaths
increased the total to 1,149.

The positivity rate fell again to
4.48% with more than 1.3 million
coronavirus tests performed in
Kentucky. The positivity rate is
a rolling figure that reflects the
average number of tests coming
back positive for COVID-19.

South Carolina

COLUMBIA — For the second
time this week, South Carolina
health officials said a lab failed
to report thousands of COVID-19
tests over several months.

Urgent care clinic chain Doc-
tors Care reported the results of
more than 7,000 COVID-19 tests
from July through this week.
About 400 of them were positive,
the South Carolina Department
of Health and Environmental
Control said in a news release
Friday.

The delay in testing both pre-
vents the agency from tracing
any contacts that a person testing
positive had and prevents DHEC
from getting an accurate picture
of the spread of a virus on a par-
ticular day, the agency said.

The health agency reminded
labs that they are required to re-
port both positive and negative
COVID-19 tests to the state with-

in 24 hours or face punishment if
they repeatedly delay results.

On Tuesday, state officials
announced that the Augusta
University Healthcare system
in Georgia failed to report the
results of 15,000 coronavirus
tests — 2,000 of them positive
— that were conducted on South
Carolina residents from May to
September.

More than 140,000 people have
now been infected with COVID-
19 in South Carolina and the state
has reported more than 3,100
deaths since the pandemic began
in March.

South Carolina continues to
rank in the top 10 in the nation in
new COVID-19 cases adjusted by
population and a monthlong de-
cline in new cases stopped in late
August.

Rhode Island

PROVIDENCE — Providence
College said Friday that a re-
mote-only learning plan put in
place because of a coronavirus
outbreak that has affected more
than 200 students has been ex-
tended an additional week, until
Oct. 3.

Although the number of cases
among students has been on the
rise, the private Roman Catholic
school has been aggressively test-
ing students and staff and said
its positivity rate has been on the
decline since the outbreak was
reported Sept. 16.

Most of the students who have
tested positive live off campus.

A statewide surge in cases that
led New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut to add Rhode Island
to a travel quarantine list was
blamed this week by Gov. Gina
Raimondo on the Providence Col-
lege outbreak.

“We apologize sincerely for our
part in exacerbating COVID-19
positivity rates in the state, and
for putting the health of resi-
dents at risk,” the college said in
a statement.

Off-campus students have been
told not to leave their apartments,
while on-campus students are not
allowed off campus. The school
has about 4,800 students.

Failure to comply “may result
in permanent separation from the
college,” the statement said.

The Rhode Island Department
of Health reported 119 more con-
firmed cases of the coronavirus
and one more death on Friday,
but also removed 249 cases from
previous days’ totals.

A spokesman for the depart-
ment said some of the previously
reported cases were in people
who had tested positive more
than once.

“As a part of regular data qual-
ity improvement work, a num-
ber of duplicative records were
removed from Rhode Island’s
cumulative case count,” Joseph
Wendelken told The Providence
Journal. “We did some deduplica-
tion work to remove people who
tested positive more than once.”

Because they were spread out
evenly over several months, no
trends have changed, he said.

There have now been almost
24,200 known cases and 1,107
deaths in the state. The day’s pos-
itive rate was about 1.5%.

Wisconsin

MADISON — Wisconsin’s
newly reported COVID-19 cases
grew again Friday, just shy of the
highest daily total since the pan-
demic broke out.

The state Department of Health
Services reported 2,504 new
cases, short of the record set ex-
actly one week ago of 2,533 new
cases. On Thursday, there were
2,392 new cases.

In total, Wisconsin has had
nearly 111,000 people test posi-
tive and 1,274 deaths.

Over the past two weeks, the
rolling average number of daily
new cases in Wisconsin has in-
creased by 936, an increase of
93%. There were 403 new cases
per 100,000 people in Wisconsin
over the past two weeks, which
ranks fourth in the country for
new cases per capita.

People hospitalized with the
virus is at an all-time high, with
528 patients with 151 in inten-
sive care as of Thursday, accord-
ing to the Wisconsin Hospital
Association.
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1 in custody after stabbings

Associated Press

PARIS — Seven people were in
custody Saturday after a stabbing
outside the former Paris offices
of satirical newspaper Charlie
Hebdo, including the suspected
assailant, authorities said.

Counterterrorism  authorities
are investigating what authori-
ties called an Islamic extremist
attack linked to Charlie Hebdo,
‘which lost 12 employees in an al-
Qaida attack in 2015. The weekly,
which routinely mocks religious
and other prominent figures, re-

cently republished caricatures of
the Prophet Muhammad that out-
raged many Muslims.

The suspected assailant in Fri-
day’s stabbing had been arrested
amonth ago for carrying a screw-
driver but was not on police radar
for Islamic radicalization, Inte-
rior Minister Gerald Darmanin
said. He said the screwdriver was
considered a weapon but did not
explain why.

The suspect arrived in France
three years ago as an unaccom-
panied minor, apparently from

Pakistan, but his identity was still
being verified, the minister said.

Seven others were detained in
the aftermath of Friday’s attack,
but one has been released, ac-
cording to judicial officials. Five
of those in custody were detained
in the Paris suburb of Pantin in
a residence where the suspect is
believed to have lived, a police of-
ficial said.

Two people were wounded in
Friday’s attack, a woman and
a man working at a documen-
tary production company who

in France

had stepped outside for a smoke
reak.

The interior minister conceded
that security was lacking on the
street where Charlie Hebdo was
once headquartered, and ordered
special protection for all “sym-
bolic sites,” noting in particu-
lar Jewish sites around the Yom
Kippur holiday this weekend. A
Jewish grocery store was target-
ed days after the Charlie Hebdo
newsroom massacre, in what au-
thorities say were coordinated
attacks.

Ukrainian
military
airplane
crashes

Associated Press

MOSCOW — Searchers comb-
ing the area where a Ukrainian
military aircraft crashed found
two more bodies Saturday, bring-
ing the death toll to 26. One per-
son survived.

The plane, a twin-turboprop
Antonov-26 belonging to the
Ukrainian air force, was carry-
ing a crew of seven and 20 cadets
of a military aviation school when
it crashed and burst into flames
Friday night while coming in for
landing at the airport in Chuhuiv,
about 250 miles east of the capital
Kyiv.

Two people initially survived
the crash, but one later died in a
hospital. No cause for the crash
has been determined.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy declared Saturday
to be a day of mourning for the
crash victims and ordered An-26
flights be halted pending investi-
gation into the cause of the crash.

Zelenskiy, who visited the crash

EMERGENCY SiTUATION MINISTRY/AP

An AN-26 military plane bursts into flames after it crashed in the town of Chuguyiv close to Kharkiv,

Ukraine, on Friday.

area Saturday, called for a full as-
sessment of the condition of the
country’s military equipment.
Prime Minister Denis Shygal
called for an official report on the
crash by Oct. 25.

“Yesterday we lost young ca-
dets and experienced military
men, who had their whole lives
and, I am sure, more than one
military feat ahead of them,”
Zelenskiy said in a statement re-
leased by his office. “The whole
country will mourn today with
their families.”

Deputy Defense Minister Igor
Starobinksy said the families of
the dead would each be paid com-
pensation of about $56,000.

The An-26 is a transport plane
used by both military and civil-
ian operators. Nearly 1,400 of the
planes were manufactured from
1969 to 1986, according to the
company’s website. Defense Min-
ister Andrei Taran said the plane
that crashed was built in 1977.

An An-26 chartered by a con-
tractor for the World Food Pro-
gram crashed on Aug. 22 while

taking off from Juba in South
Sudan, killing seven people.

The crash was the second large
air disaster to afflict Ukraine this
year. In January, a Boeing 737 be-
longing to Ukraine International
Airlines was shot down shortly
after takeoff from the airport in
Tehran, Iran, killing all 176 peo-
ple aboard.

The plane was shot down by
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
amid high tensions after the Unit-
ed States killed a top general in a
drone strike.

Acting Lebanese PM steps down causing setbacks

By StEVE HENDRIX
The Washington Post

BEIRUT — Lebanon’s prime
minister-designate stepped down
Saturday, a setback for efforts to
form a new government in the
crisis-torn country and possibly
imperiling a conditional prom-
ise of financial assistance from
France.

Mustapha Adib told reporters
he was departing the job following
a meeting with Lebanese Presi-
dent Michel Aoun. It remained
unclear who would take over the
complex challenge of negotiating
with the country’s many political
factions to create a new cabinet.

Lebanon is reeling from an
ongoing economic collapse that
was made worse by a disas-
trous port explosion in August.

' .
1 present my honest apologies to the
Lebanese people, who have suffered and

are suffering.”?

Mustapha Adib

Lebabnon’s former prime minister-designate

The blast, caused by improperly
stored ammonium nitrate, Kkilled
almost 200 people and brought
about the collapse of the previous
government.

In the aftermath, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron backed
Adib, then Lebanon’s ambassa-
dor to Germany, as interim prime
minister and promised French
aid if he could form a government
of reform-minded ministers.

But efforts by the relatively

unknown Adib to broker an
agreement over the distribution
of ministerial portfolio stalled
amid factional fighting. Among
the sticking points, the country’s
leading Shiite Muslim groups,
Amal and the armed militant
group Hezbollah, insisted on con-
trolling the Finance Ministry.
Adib, who had tried to persuade
political leaders to rally around a
slate of independent experts to
tackle the country’s economic

crisis, said he was unable to bro-
ker the impasse.

“I present my honest apologies
to the Lebanese people, who have
suffered and are suffering,” Adib
said.

Adib, a Sunni Muslim and for-
mer university teacher, implored
the country’s leaders to continue
pursuing compromise to secure
crucial French backing.

The failure to form a govern-
ment only exacerbated a series
of crises that have staggered the
country. Lebanon’s economic cri-
sis has been building for years,
sparking months of anti-govern-
ment protests. The coronavirus
pandemic is also worsening, put-
ting further strain on a health
system that lost multiple hospitals
in the August blast.

Canada charges man for
false terrorist claims

TORONTO — Canada’s na-
tional police force arrested and
charged a Canadian man with
falsely claiming to have commit-
ted terrorist acts.

The Royal Canadian Mounted
Police said Friday that the crimi-
nal charge against Shehroze
Chaudhry, 25, stems from numer-
ous media interviews in which he
described traveling to Syria in
2016 to join the extremist Islamic
State movement and committing
acts of extremism.

Chaudhry is charged with a
criminal code offense of perpe-
trating a hoax related to terrorist
activity. He is to appear in court
on Nov. 16.

The RCMP said the Burling-
ton, Ontario, man’s interviews
were published in multiple media
outlets.

Alps surprised by early
snowfall; new record

BERLIN — Parts of Austria
and Switzerland were surprised
by unseasonably early snow-
fall overnight, after a sharp
drop in temperatures and heavy
precipitation.

The Swiss meteorological agen-
cy said Saturday that the town of
Montana, in the southern canton
(state) of Valais, experienced al-
most 10 inches of snowfall — a
new record for this time of year.

Authorities were out in force
across mountainous regions in
the two Alpine nations to clear
roads blocked by snow and ice.

Mass whale stranding in
Australia still mystery

HOBART, Australia — The
reason for Australia’s biggest
mass whale stranding will prob-
ably remain a mystery but the
social nature of the species in-
volved may have played a part, a
marine mammal specialist said
Saturday.

Officials said 108 of some 470
long-finned pilot whales had been
rescued from sandbars at Mac-
quarie Harbour on the island
state of Tasmania’s west coast.
There are no living whales re-
maining in the harbor, the Parks
and Wildlife Service said.

The pod got into trouble earlier
this week, with efforts now turn-
ing to the task of disposing 350
carcasses at sea.

Rat wins hero award for
sniffing out landmines

LONDON — A rat has for the
first time won a British charity’s
top civilian award for animal
bravery, receiving the honor for
searching out unexploded land-
mines in Cambodia.

Magawa, a giant African
pouched rat, was awarded the
PDSA’s Gold Medal for his “life-
saving bravery and devotion”
after discovering 39 landmines
and 28 items of unexploded ordi-
nance in the past seven years, ac-
cording to the charity.

Magawa was trained by a Bel-
gian organization that has taught
rats to find landmines for more
than 20 years.

From The Associated Press
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movie and

how Nurse her

Netflix
Sarah Paulson (Mildred Ratched) and Alice Englert (Nurse Dolly) star in NetflixX’s “Ratched.” The series is a prequel to the “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” book and

Questionable bedside manner

Actress says TV show an attempt to ‘reverse engineer’ Nurse Ratched story

By Kare FELDMAN
New York Daily News

arah Paulson started with a simple question:
Who broke Nurse Ratched?

Screenwriter Ryan Murphy’s longtime
favorite actress was getting ready to take on
fiction’s most infamous nurse, but first had to

figure out how she got there.

Paulson and Murphy are collaborating once again
in Netflix’s “Ratched,” a prequel series about Mildred
Ratched, the unbending villain of Ken Kesey’s “One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,” set in 1947 — more
than 15 years before the book and subsequent movie.

“God knows, Louise Fletcher couldn’t have been
more brilliant in that movie,” Paulson told the Daily
News of the actress who won an Oscar and Golden
Globe for her portrayal of Nurse Ratched. “It felt like
the respectful and proper thing to do was to keep her
performance as close to my heart and in my mind
as often as possible, so I did, but it was also a great
opportunity to reverse engineer this story.”

The Netflix series, which premiered Sept. 18, starts
with Ratched’s hiring at Lucia State Hospital, where
she insists she belongs, regardless of the opinions of
Dr. Richard Hanover (Jon Jon Briones) or head nurse
Betsy Bucket (Judy Davis).

Ratched’s motivation becomes clearer as the cast is
revealed: prisoner Edmund Tolleson (Finn Wittrock),
accused of killing priests; Gwendolyn Briggs (Cynthia
Nixon), the press secretary to the California governor;
the mysterious relationship between a neighbor (Corey
Stoll); and a billionaire down the coast (Sharon Stone).
Everything Ratched does appears to be with singular
purpose.

‘She’s driven by a very, very strong
motivation to rectify a years-old wrong,
and so therefore she is going to do
anything she needs to do to do right
by the most important person in her
life and, subsequently, she may kill

a person. Maybe. | don’t know. She
may not. She might be a murderer;
she might not be. It depends on your
interpretation of murder.”

Sarah Paulson
Mildred Ratched in “Ratched”

“She’s driven by a very, very strong motivation
to rectify a years-old wrong, and so therefore she is
going to do anything she needs to do to do right by the
most important person in her life and, subsequently,
she may kill a person,” Paulson told The News.
“Maybe. I don’t know. She may not. She might be
a murderer; she might not be. It depends on your
interpretation of murder.”

“Ratched” feels reminiscent of “Asylum,” Murphy’s
previous “American Horror Story” season about a
psychiatric hospital in which Paulson played a gay
Jjournalist committed to Briarcliff against her will.

But where “Asylum” focused on the church’s
influence on the mental health industry, “Ratched” is
purely about, well, Ratched.

“It’s not to say I didn’t see the correlation, but

I needed not to play it,” Paulson told The News.

“At least, for me, ‘Asylum’ was solely about Lana’s
homosexuality being used against her or criminalized
in a way. This story is different to me. The mental
health concern we have, for me, anyway, is Ratched’s
state of mind and being inside of that.”

“Ratched” was announced with a two-season order
at Netflix, but Paulson said Murphy has talked about a
four-season plan that gets them to the timeline of “One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.” But first they have to
film “American Crime Story: Impeachment,” in which
Paulson plays Linda Tripp alongside Clive Owen’s
Bill Clinton and Beanie Feldstein’s Monica Lewinsky.
Production was about a week away from starting when
the coronavirus pandemic shut down Hollywood.

For now, the mysteries of “Ratched” revolve around
the woman herself. Paulson doesn’t have many
answers.

“Is it possible that we have to come up against our
own expectations of what we want from a woman in
a position of power? We still want her to be soft, and
we still want her to be cuddly, and we still want her to
be gentle and we want her to be maternal,” Paulson
told The News. “The fact that she wasn’t any of those
things, we then, collectively as an audience, decided
she was cruel when in fact she may have been a person
‘who was adhering to a patriarchal structure within
that hospital that she didn’t want to contest. Bringing
your humanity into it was considered unprofessional,
so maybe she was doing the best she could with the
tools she had and was maybe just not a natural activist
in terms of rejecting what she had been taught.

“Or maybe she had been so traumatized as a child,
as we suggest in our show, that what in the world could
you expect?”
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Keith Urban findsymusical @
connections acro“enrl%

By KrisTiN M. HALL
Associated Press

his year was poised to be a busy one for
Keith Urban, with a full year of touring as
well as a Las Vegas residency. He w ¥
sure when he’d have nme to fin

album, “Speed of Now Part 1,” when the coronavirus

pandemic halted live performances in March.

It ended up being the time I needed, not the

in which I wished I’d gotten the time,” said the globe-

trotting country star, who is nominated for three

CMA Awards in November.

The downtime forced him back into the studio,
where he connected with a kindred spirit in singe
songwriter Breland, whose urban-rural fusion

s blowing up online. The pair co-wrote two
Urban’s album, which released Sept.
18, including “Out the Cage” featuring Breland’s
vocals and Nile Rodgers’ rhythmi
‘Breland was a man after my own heart musically,
and I was just dying to get in the studio with him to
see what happened,” Urban said.

Urban talked to The Associated Press recently
from Australia, where he was staying with his kids
and wife-actor Nicole Kidman, about how he finds
creative partners in the studio and learning how to
talk about his feelings. Remarks have been edited for
clarity and brevity.

AP: You're so focused on the collaborative ap-
proach to music, and this album includes artists
with lots of different styles like Breland, Pink and
Eric Church. Are you drawn to the experimental
part of collaborat

Urban: I never think of it in terms of experimen-
tal. I think of it in terms of all these different styles
that have a connection to one another. What is that
connection? And can we find what that is and see if
we can harness it? And in the proce:
hear it and go, “Wow, that really, tha

to that. I see that now.” ... And that’s what drives me:
the commonality in people, in music and everything
in life, the commonality. It’s what drives me far more

than what separates us, because there’s plenty of that.

We’re drowning in it right now.

In that vein, one song called “Tumbleweed”
includes a sample of a didgeridoo, an instru-
ment that originated in Australia. Not sure I've
ever heard a didgeridoo on a country song, but it
works.

After the guitar solo, there was about four seconds

Sunday, September 27, 2020

Mark Seliger photos

of a breakdown, and I was like, “I need something
here. We've heard everything.” And I went “Didger;
doo! Fantastic.” My engineer is like, “Didgeri-what?”
He goes, “I've never heard one.” We jump online and
I find a guy playing the (lldgel’ l00. And it turns out to
be this guy, Le Burns. And I was just sort of using
him as, “See? Like that. It sounds like that.” And then
in the midst of it, I went, “Actually, can we use that?”

You've got a song on the album called “Say
Something,” about the power of words that seems
to reflect the collective consciousness of this
year’s protests. What did you want to say with that
song?

If anyone wants to know what my beliefs are, my
views are, listen to my music or look at my life. It’s all
there. It’s in plain sight. So I've never felt the need to
go at sort of soapbox-type things probably because of
the way my dad raised me. But there also is a need
for that. And I thought the other thing there is a need
for is to speak up in your family sometimes. I thought
about people that I wished I'd said sorry to and didn’t

nce to and they drifted out of my life. People
shed that I said ‘T love you’ to before they
d away, including my father, and lots of things I
hed I had said, wished that I said something. So I
wrote the second verse predominantly touching upon
all of that, the struggle with intimacy and learning
to speak up and say intimate things, which is helping
my family now, my family of creation, to be very dif-
ferent to the way I was raised.

I’'m sure that’s a good example to show your
children.

I'm learning. I'm learning. But Nic (Nicole) is
incredible at it. Sh sive. Doesn’t bottle
stuff up, you know, just very expressive. Really
helpful. It’s a much better way to be. We don’t
around on eggshells in our house, ever. We get stu
out. And I wasn’t raised like that. It’s a much better
way.
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The Flaming Lips’ new album isn’
just provocative — it’s really good

By STEVE KLINGE
The Philadelphia Inquirer

or the last decade or so of their 35-year

career, Oklahoma’s Flaming Lips have

doubled down on their love of extremes,

from the abrasive “The Terror” to full-
album covers of “Dark Side of the Moon” and
“Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band” to nu-
merous collaborations with Miley Cyrus. They’ve
been fascinating, but inconsistent.

In its open-heartedness, love of melody and
Dave Fridmann’s expansive production, “Ameri-
can Head” recalls their mid-period heyday of
1999’s exuberant “The Soft Bulletin.”

Leader Wayne Coyne wrote a set of semi-au-
tobiographical songs inspired by imagining his
drug-dealing older brother encountering Tom
Petty’s early band Mudcrutch when they passed
through in Tulsa in the early *70s.

The Lips have always been a trippy, psychedelic
band, but this album is explicit in its drug refer-
ences, often detailing problematic consequences.
The chorus of the lovely “Mother I've Taken
LSD” is “And now I see the sadness in the world.”

“At the Movies on Quaaludes” is similar: “As
we destroy our brains til we believe we’re dead.”

The tone is often wistful and haunted, anchored
in Steven Drozd’s stately melodies and Coyne’s
thin, high vocals. But the songs often open up and
soar.

The band, now a septet, slides easily from the
ethereal, orchestral “Flowers of Neptune 6” (one
of three tracks with Kacey Musgraves) to the
more electronic “You n’ Me Sellin’ Weed” to the
contemplative guitar ballad “My Religion is You.”

American Head reveals a Flaming Lips that
is surprisingly tempered and grounded, but still
impressively adventurous.

I |

The Flaming Lips

“American Head” (Warner Records)

Photo by George Salisbury
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Elizabeth Cook

Aftermath (Agent Love/Thirty Tigers)

As an outlaw country disc jockey, fast-talking,
y’all-ing Elizabeth Cook has a way with words,
and so it goes on her new album, “Aftermath.”

The title is a reference to regrowth, and the set
is heavily autobiographical, which may be why
Cook is dressed like Evel Knievel’s sister on the
cover. She sings about marrying badly, tequila
without regret, and Southern pride and pain, or as
one lyric puts it, “stories that’ll hurt ya.”

The album lacks the high hilarity of her Sirius
XM show, but there are flashes of wit, such as
when she rhymes watchin’ with debauchin’. And

John to Carole King and Kevn Kinney.

Alas, Cook’s vocals are often double-tracked

the record might set a record for references to
other musicians, from George Jones and Elton

or digitized in ways that distract from the words.
The album was produced by Butch Walker (Fall
Out Boy, Weezer, Avril Lavigne), and he guides
Cook over pop terrain, with synth washes instead
of steel guitar. It’s an uncomfortable fit, and as the
album progresses Cook’s twang takes over.

Her most exposed vocal is the most endearing
performance. Accompanying herself on guitar on
the closing cut, “Mary, The Submissing Years,”
Cook masterfully pays tribute to the late John
Prine as she looks at the greatest story ever told
from the mother’s point of view — an outlaw
honoring outlaws.

— Steven Wine
Associated Press

Suzanne Vega
An Evening of New York Songs and
Stories (Amanuensis/Cooking Vinyl)

Suzanne Vega has had a
symbiotic relationship with New
York City since moving there as
a toddler, and the metropolis is a
recurring presence in her tunes.

Her new live album, “An
Evening of New York Songs and
Stories,” was recorded last year
at Manhattan’s Cafe Carlyle with
a small combo, and its 16 tunes,
plus some between-songs chatter,
form an intimate appreciation
of the city and some of its many
roles and identities.

Backed by guitarist Gerry
Leonard, bassist Jeff Allen and
Jamie Edwards on keyboards,
the arrangements are usually
stripped-down versions of the
originals and take advantage of
Vega’s at-ease stage manner, the
results of decades of touring.

Including hits like “Luka” and
“Tom’s Diner,” the album also
shines a light on lesser-known
songs that fit the NYC theme in
some way.

Some are obvious, like “New
York Is A Woman,” who'll “make
you cry / And to her you are just
another guy.”

Others are illuminated by her
comments, like the yearning
“Gypsy,” inspired by her stint as
the “folk-singing and disco dance
counselor” at a camp in the Ad-
irondacks, “two great skills every
girl needs.”

Vega leans heavily on “Beauty
& Crime,” with five songs com-
ing from that remarkable 2007
album, which isn’t surprising as
it’s her most directly New York-
centric release, as well as her
groundbreaking, self-titled 1985
debut (four songs) and its smash
follow-up, “Solitude Standing”
(three).

There’s also a cover of Lou
Reed’s “Walk on the Wild Side,”
which gets a very personal intro-
duction as Vega recounts the first
time she saw him perform, at
Columbia University, and how it
affected her own budding career.

You can abandon the album
with a smile after “Tom’s Diner,”
but it’s worth staying for the
encores. After “Anniversary”
(about the city after 9/11) and
“Tombstone,” Vega makes a
comment about “not wanting to
leave you too sad” and proceeds
to close with the slinky “Thin
Man,” some “exit music” about
the Grim Reaper. Music and
comedy all in one.

With its outstanding perfor-
mances, “An Evening of New
York Songs and Stories” also
serves as an excellent Vega
primer, an artist who still merits
being on your radar no matter
what your hometown may be.

— Pablo Gorondi
Associated Press
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BY MARYELLEN UTHLAUT / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

MaryEllen Uthlaut is a writer and homemaker in Charleston, S.C. Some years ago she was at her local library doing
research for an article when she stumbled across a book about that had been itout,
read it and started consructing. Hor firstever puzzie appered i The Times in 2010. his is her tird crossword for the
paper and her first Sunday. —
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GADGET WATCH

A sleek smart frame for
sharing your best photos

o
KarL MerToN FerRoN, THE BALTIMORE SUN/TNS

Jennifer Berg Gaither, the librarian at Baltimore City College, uses TikTok in her teaching. She poses

with one of her former students, Melia Scott.

The clock is ticking

Teens rally around popular app TikTok amid criticism

By JEFF BARKER
The Baltimore Sun

'n candid moments, teens may concede they
spend too many hours scrolling on TikTok,
and acknowledge that the wildly popular app
can feel frivolous.

But TikTok — a video sharing app for a genera-
tion that keeps little to itself — is inspiring ardent
loyalty from users who say its dance videos and
candid expressions of teen reality help them feel
connected during the socially limiting coronavi-
rus pandemic.

President Donald Trump’s recent move to ban
the app set off what Melia Scott, 18, of Baltimore,
calls “a rebellion” among her age group.

“They are definitely fighting it,” said Scott, who
attends Baltimore City Community College.

There are “Save TikTok” and “Ban Trump”
hashtags on the app, along with plenty of users
showing off unflattering Trump impressions.
Tens of thousands of people have signed any of a
half-dozen online petitions to preserve TikTok,
and some users say they would explore loopholes
or hacks to try to get around a ban.

“TikTok is the language they use,” Jennifer
Berg Gaither, the librarian at Baltimore City Col-
lege high school, said of her students. She makes
TikTok videos — including some in which she
dances with students — to heighten their interest
in education. “I don’t think anyone wants TikTok
to go away,” she said.

“We use TikTok during the pandemic to liter-
ally express how we feel,” said Nakiyan Johnson,
18, who graduated this year from City College. “I
want to still be able to communicate with people.”

The app invites users to share videos up to 60
seconds. People lip-sync popular songs, dance,
pull pranks on friends, show off stunts or athletic
skills, provide cooking tips or open up about
deeply personal issues such as depression or
sexual orientation.

Millennials and post-millennials talk about
body-image insecurities, breakups and the
general awkwardness and tribulations of being a
teenager or young adult. Analysts say the app is
particularly good at finding users’ comfort zones
and feeding them videos of interest by theme or
location.

TikTok says on its website that it collects
“information contained in the messages you send
through our platform and information from your

phone book, if you grant us access to your phone
book on your mobile device.”

TikTok claims 100 million American users. It
has been downloaded more than 2 billion times
globally, according to Sensor Tower, an analytics
firm.

Trump’s executive order last month would bar
Americans from “any transaction” with Byte-
dance Ltd., TikTok’s China-based parent com-
pany. The order said TikTok’s ability to capture
information about users — including online activ-
ity, location data and search histories — “threat-
ens to allow the Chinese Communist Party access
to Americans’ personal and proprietary informa-
tion.” Bytedance says the order would “destroy an
online community” and has challenged the ban’s
legality with a lawsuit in federal court in Califor-

nia.

TikTok is also home to political action. Users
learned on TikTok about making fake ticket re-
quests for a Trump campaign rally in Oklahoma
in June, seeking to inflate expected attendance
estimates with a goal of embarrassing the presi-
dent.

Like an infinity pool, TikTok — with its videos
endlessly looping, one displaying after the next
— creates the sensation of going on forever. Many
have a goofy, irreverent quality.

In addition to the volume of time young people
spend on TikTok, some parents worry the app
creates a sexualized environment for kids, par-
ticularly girls.

“Parents are a little bit wary because they
think about kids shaking their booty in crop tops,”
said Leticia Barr, a Montgomery County middle
school teacher who blogs about technology, educa-
tion and parenting.

“Like any social platform, we need to be mind-
ful of what our kids are using,” Barr said. “We
can talk to our kids about being safe, but we’re
never sure of what other kids who use that plat-
form are putting out in the world.”

TikTok says users must be at least 13. It offers
a scaled-down experience for kids under 13 that
doesn’t permit sharing personal information.

In its lawsuit against Trump, Commerce Sec-
retary Wilbur Ross and the Commerce Depart-
ment, Bytedance said the administration was
“impermissibly banning TikTok.” The company
said it stores user data outside China and its
security measures are “more than sufficient to
address any conceivable U.S. government privacy
or national security concerns.”

By GREGG ELLMAN
Tribune News Service

arlier this year, Nix-

play came out with an

all-new lineup of their

industry-leading Wi-Fi
smart photo frames. Now with
better resolution, bigger screen
sizes, and advanced functional-
ity, they made a great product
even better.

If you're not familiar with
Nixplay frames, you need to
be, especially with the holiday
shopping season upon us (hint!).
With a private username and
password, the modern-looking
Nixplay frames have Wi-Fi
connectivity, display-
ing digital images
and videos that
you or anyone can
remotely upload to
the frame.

Setup is simple.
All you need is
Wi-Fi and a secure
account login with
the Nixplay com-
panion app (i0S
and Android). Once
the account and
frame are set up, it’s
up to you to share
the login informa-
tion and invite oth-
ers to stock family
memories.

With the app, it’s
as easy as turning it on, selecting
photos, hitting the upload button,
choosing the playlist and hitting
send. The playlist is just like a
music playlist; you can divide it
by family, event or just keep all
the images in one. From the app,
you have controls to turn the
frame on or off, invite friends to
share images, view and delete
the playlists.

Frame size options range
between 9.7 and 15.6 inches.

All frames have a pair of 2-watt
speakers to allow audio to ac-
company videos.

Each frame has Nixplay’s
patented stand, which is built
into the power cord and is now
detachable to reveal a hidden
wall mount.

Inside is 8GB of
storage, which is a ton
of space. The frame is
built with an integrat-
ed Hu-Motion Sensor
so the frame turns on
and off automatically
when motion is near.

The Nixplay app
also has a tab for the
Nixplay print shop to
order prints, cards, and
even picture smart-
phone cases. All this can
be ordered directly from
the images loaded on
the frame or from your
smartphone’s camera
roll. Subscriptions are
available to Nixplay Plus
for up to 80% off the products.
Yearly membership is $49.99,
or month to month for $4.99.

The frames have gotten smart-
er, working with Amazon Alexa,

EarFun Air True
Wireless Earbuds

Google Assistant and Google
Photos. A magnetic remote is
included. Stored social media
albums in Dropbox, Facebook,
Google Photos, Instagram and
Verizon Cloud can be uploaded to
the frame for viewing.

Online: Nixplay.com; Smart
Photo Frames start at $179.99
and go up to $319.99 (15.6-inch).
Wall hardware is included.

EarFun Air True Wireless
Earbuds are another great, af-
fordable choice with great sound
and every added feature yowd
want.

Instead of testing the
sound with music, I used
the EarFun Air Trues for

a few NFL games. With

the pumped-in crowd
noise constantly coming in
along with the announc-
ers, I felt like they gave
me a great audio expe-
rience. After the game,
I switched to my playlist
and, just as promised,
the crystal-clear sound
was delivered along
with a nice touch of dis-
tortion-free bass. Every
type of music I switched
to had sound with great
EarFun/TNS  consistency, without
needing adjustments.

The ergonomic fit is
a big deal, especially
since many earbuds
I've tried were uncomfortable
for long-term use. The EarFuns
stayed in place for hours com-
fortably. Having a single earbud
mode allows for just a single ear
to play at a time. When you take
both earbuds out, the audio will
pause and then resume when
they are back in place.

Included is Bluetooth 5.0, a 35-
hour battery life with the wire-
less and USB-C charging case.
On a full charge, you should get
7 hours of playtime and an ad-
ditional 28 hours with the case.
Fast charging for 10 minutes
will produce about two hours of
playtime.

Touch-sensitive controls on
the outside of the earbuds were
responsive for controlling music
selections and
calls.

Online:
myearfun.com;
$59.99 or $49.99
at Amazon,

available in
black or white

NixpLay/TNS

Nixplay frames have 8GB
of storage.
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2 injured after butane
causes house explosion
M COMMERCE TOWN-
SHIP — A house ex-
ploded in suburban Detroit, a
blast so loud and powerful that
it injured two men and triggered
car alarms in the neighborhood.

Firefighters found at least six
butane tanks at the home in Oak-
land County’s Commerce Town-
ship, Fire Chief Jim Dundas said.

“Butane is a very flammable,
potentially explosive gas, and it
lends itself to the idea that they
could have been processing mari-
juana,” Dundas said.

The house was destroyed. Dun-
das said the entire fire depart-
ment was called out to extinguish
the fire.

A man in his 20s was in serious
condition at a hospital, the county
sheriff’s office said. Another man
in his 20s had minor injuries.

Grizzly kills man in 1st
deadly attack at park
A COPPER CENTER

— The hunter killed by
a grizzly bear in a remote part
of Alaska’s Wrangell-St. Elias
National Park and Preserve was
identified by park officials as a
man from Ohio.

The death of Austin Pfeiffer,22,
was the first recorded fatal bear
attack in the park since it was es-
tablished in 1980, the park said in
a statement.

Pfeiffer was hunting with a
friend and they were salvaging
meat from a moose they killed a
day earlier when the attack oc-
curred, the statement said.

National Park Service investi-
gators determined it was a sur-
prise attack and that Pfeiffer did
not have ready access to a gun
or deterrent, like bear-repellant
spray, at the time.

Pfeiffer’s hunting partner was
later evacuated safely from the
site, the statement said. No other
visitors were known to have been
in that area of park that is larger
than the states of New Hampshire
and Vermont combined.

4 former eBay employees
charged with conspiracy
BOSTON — Four

M former eBay Inc. em-
ployees agreed to plead guilty to
their roles in a campaign of in-
timidation that included sending
live spiders and cockroaches to
the home of a Massachusetts cou-
ple who ran an online newsletter
critical of the auction site, federal
prosecutors said.

The four expected to plead
guilty are Brian Gilbert, S1;
Stephanie Popp, 32; Stephanie
Stockwell, 26; and Veronica Zea,
26, according to The Boston
Globe. All live in San Jose, Calif.,
except for Stockwell, who lives in
Redwood City, Calif.

They are among seven former
eBay employees charged in the
case, in which the Massachusetts
couple had other disturbing items
sent to their home, including a
funeral wreath and a bloody pig
Halloween mask. They are all
charged with conspiracy to com-
mit cyberstalking and conspiracy
to tamper with a witness.

Cider

Jack Maples, a cider maker at Green Mountain Orchard in Putney, Vt., puts apples into a bushel that he will dump into a grinder to make

apple cider.

Feds announce charges
for 17 drug traffickers
S COLUMBIA — Federal

authorities announced
charges against 17 people ac-
cused of being a part of a drug
trafficking organization in South
Carolina.

The announcement was made
after a two-year investigation
in the Lexington area resulted
in the seizure of approximately
77 pounds of meth, more than
100 guns and various amounts
of heroin and fentanyl, the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the District
of South Carolina said in a news
release.

Federal authorities said the
case identified Alecia Youngblood
and Matthew Ward of Lexington
as “key methamphetamine sup-
pliers” in the area. Prosecutors
said Ward, 36, was found to be the
leader of the trafficking organiza-
tion, which is accused of moving
drugs across state lines and deal-
ing unlicensed firearms.

Headstones desecrated
at Buddhist cemetery
H HONOLULU — Police
in Hawaii opened an
investigation following the des-
ecration of headstones at an Oahu
cemetery.
Headstones were toppled at the

Waianae cemetery on the western
side of the island, The Honolulu

THE CENSUS

60

The depth in feet of a ravine that a horse named Lola, 8, fell
down in Caspers Regional Park in San Juan Capistrano, Calif.,
KABC-TV reported. The horse’s rider said that she jumped off
after Lola began to buck. After being sedated by a veterinarian,

authorities said that an Orange County Fire Authority technical
rescue team hoisted the horse to safety via its helicopter because the rough terrain
prevented it from being walked out. Lola was then reunited with her owner. No

injuries were reported.

Star-Advertiser reported.

The Honolulu Police Depart-
ment said a family submitted a
report of vandalism and the de-
partment started a desecration
investigation at the cemetery.

Desecration is a misdemeanor,
but the law was amended in 2002
to increase the penalty to one
year in jail, a fine of up to $10,000
or both.

Waianae Hongwanji Temple
owns the cemetery but no longer
has weekly services or a priest
assigned.

TSA: Guns found at
every airport in state
T MEMPHIS — Loaded
ns were found at
security checkpoints at every
major Tennessee airport during a
seven-day period, officials said.
From Sept. 13 through Sept, 20,
eight guns were found in carry-
on bags by agents at Nashville

International Airport, Memphis
International ~ Airport, Chat-

tanooga Metropolitan Airport,
Tri-Cities Airport in Blountville
and McGhee Tyson Airport near
Knoxville, the Transportation
Security Administration said in a
news release.

Despite a drop in passengers
due to the coronavirus pandemic,
TSA officers have found 106 fire-
arms at Tennessee airports this
year. A total of 139 were detected
in 2019, the agency said.

2 charged with stealing
17 guns from gun store
M BOSTON — Two Con-
necticut men were
charged with stealing 17 guns
during a break-in last month at a
Massachusetts gun store, federal
prosecutors said in a statement.
Fernando Rivera, 24, and
Christian Castro, 29, were each
charged with stealing guns from
a federal firearms licensee, ac-
cording to the office of the U.S.
attorney for Massachusetts, An-
drew Lelling.

Rivera and Castro were among
several people in two cars who
drove from Connecticut through
Massachusetts to Vermont and
New Hampshire stealing or try-
ing to steal from ATMs along the
way, prosecutors said.

On their way back to Connecti-
cut on Aug. 29, they stopped at a
West Springfield gun store. Three
men got out of the cars and broke
into the store by using a crowbar
to smash the door, authorities
said.

Bank manager finds
diamond at state park
A LITTLE ROCK— A
bank manager dis-

covered a 9.07-carat diamond
at a state park in southwestern
Arkansas after thinking the pre-
cious gem was a piece of glass.

Kevin Kinard of Maumelle
found the second-largest diamond
in the 48-year history of Crater of
Diamonds State Park on Labor
Day, according to a news release
from Arkansas State Parks.

Kinard said he and his friends
hauled sifting equipment to the
state park in Murfreesboro. Ki-
nard noted that he’s been visit-
ing Crater of Diamonds regularly
since he was a kid but had never
stumbled upon a diamond until
Sept. 7. On average, people find
one or two diamonds there daily.
From wire reports
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OPINION

Cleaning up warrant process would make all safer

By Curisty E. LoPEz
Special to The Washington Post

eople are understandably angry

that the only charges in the death

of Breonna Taylor are against

one officer for wantonly endan-
gering Taylor’s neighbors. Alongside
this reaction, it is worth keeping in mind
that there is little evidence that criminal
prosecutions of individual officers will do
much to protect people from unnecessary
police violence. To eliminate the types of
police searches and uses of force that led
to Taylor’s killing, we need to look beyond
such prosecutions.

Police shootings like the one that killed
Taylor occur in part because our legal sys-
tem has, for far too long, tolerated inaccu-
rate statements by police officers seeking
warrants to search homes and excused
police violence in executing
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those search warrants, especially in cases
mvolvmg alleged drug trafficking. Judges,
and

=3
Lo

llce, bear responslblllty for this. Taylor’s
death underscores the need for each of
those actors to take ownership for fixing
this deadly problem.

The search warrant that resulted in the
forced entry into Breonna Taylor’s home
might never have been issued if judges
were in the habit of more stringently prob-
ing the statements officers make to secure
warrants. A Louisville detective stated in a
sworn affidavit that he was told by a postal
inspector that the primary suspect in the
drug case they were investigating had
been receiving packages at Taylor’s home.
The inspector says he was not consulted by
officers and did not find anything suspi-
cious in the packages delivered to Taylor’s
home. We may never know the truth, but
we do know that the law gives judges little

incentive to probe the accuracy of officers’
sworn statements in affidavits.

The Constitution requires that to obtain
a search warrant, police must first set out
facts in an affidavit demonstrating “proba-
ble cause.” But around the time the war on
drugs started, the Supreme Court started
to water down this requirement. Now, even
if an officer commits perjury or includes
facts in an affidavit with “reckless disre-
gard” to whether they are true, the warrant
is still valid as long as the other informa-
tion in the affidavit is enough to establish
probable cause. This hardly encourages of-
ficers to be sure of their facts, or judges to
review closely officer affidavits.

Further, judges generally consider chal-
lenges to search warrants only when raised
by a criminal defendant. A judge can be
hard pressed to find a search warrant in-
valid in these circumstances, no matter
how many falsehoods the affidavit con-
tained. After all, the officer found drugs,
lending after-the-fact credence to what
would otherwise be a shaky claim.

Nor do judges often have occasion to con-
sider challenges to searches where officers
found nothing. It can be easy for judges to
fall into thinking that officers always have
their facts right or, at least, right enough.
Unsurprisingly, studies have found that
warrant affidavits often include extensive
“boilerplate” passages regarding how
trustworthy information or informants are,
or the facts giving rise to probable cause.

Many judges nonetheless diligently
probe affidavits. But it is hard to have con-
fidence in the accuracy of warrants gen-
erally, or in the particular warrant issued
to search Taylor’s home, given this lack of
legal constraints.

Officers had little legal incentive even to
consider giving Taylor a genuine opportu-
nity to let them into her home before they

forced their way in, even though that was
theoretically her constitutional right. The
Supreme Court confirmed 25 years ago
that the Constitution generally requires
that police “knock and announce” before
entering homes, even with a warrant. But
the court has since rendered this require-
ment largely ineffectual. In 2006, the Su-
preme Court held that the exclusionary
rule — which limits the use of illegally
obtained evidence — does not apply to vio-
lations of the knock-and-announce rule.
This decision removed the primary legal
restraint on constitutional overreach by
officers during searches of homes.

Finally, there has long been insufficient
constitutional incentive for the Louisville
Police Department, or any law enforce-
ment agency, to require and train its offi-
cers to do what they can to avoid situations
where deadly force is likely to be required.
This is because the constitutional reason-
ableness of an officer’s force is based on
whether it was reasonable at the moment
it was used, rather than considering also
whether the officer could have avoided a
situation involving deadly force by using
safer tactics.

The laxity of the constitutional case law
regarding search warrants and police use
of force underscores the need for state
legislatures to fill in the gap by updating
antiquated statutes or drafting new ones.
It also underscores the need for prosecu-
tors and judges to redouble their efforts to
ensure that police are diligent in justifying
the need to destroy peoples’ homes and en-
danger their lives when executing search
warrants. It is better to prevent crimes by
police officers than to prosecute them after
the fact.

Christy E. Lopez is a Professor from Practice
at the Georgetown University Law Center in
Washington.

A ‘color revolution’? Democrats are not planning one

By EL1 LAKE

Bloomberg Opinion

onald Trump is the first

American president to threat-

en not to abide by the results

of an election. That’s what he
did Wednesday, when he declined to say
whether he would commit to the peaceful
transition of power no matter the outcome
at the ballot, and what he did in 2016, dur-
ing a debate with Hillary Clinton.

Every American should be horrified by
this kind of talk. For the president’s big-
gest fans, however, the real danger is that
Democrats are planning to overturn a le-
gitimate Trump victory.

The case was first made in a series of
posts by former Trump speechwriter Dar-
ren Beattie. Trump’s opponents, he says,
are planning to wage a “color revolution”
to deprive the president of his imminent
victory. He cites the work of the Transi-
tion Integrity Project, a group of journal-
ists and academics that convened over the
summer to simulate four outcomes of a
contested election, with participants role-
playing officials on both campaigns.

This group of Democrats and Never-
Trumpers is not simply analyzing how
various scenarios might play out, Beat-
tie argues. It is trying to mobilize mass
protests to challenge the results if Trump
wins. The plan, Beattie says, is to emulate
the people-power movements that ousted
tyrants such as Serbia’s Slobodan Milose-
vic and Ukraine’s Viktor Yanukovich. The
same national security establishment that
pushed this strategy abroad, Beattie says,
is now applying it at home.

It’s fair to point out that some Democrats
have seeded the ground for contesting a
Trump victory. In August, Hillary Clin-

ton urged Biden not to accept results on
election night if it was close because she
feared Trump would attack the legitimacy
of absentee ballots. It’s also fair to note
that many U.S. progressives have wrapped
themselves in the rhetoric and symbolism
of historic dissident movements.

At the same time, Beattie doesn’t under-
stand the color revolutions he is warning
about, movements that helped bring down
autocrats in Ukraine, Georgia and else-
where in the early aughts. He insults the
people who sacrificed for those democratic
transitions by asserting that the revolu-
tions were orchestrated in Washington and
not Kyiv or Tbilisi. And he is parroting a
long-standing dictator talking point.

While it’s true that the U.S. has invested
billions of dollars to support civil soci-
ety abroad through funding independent
media or workshops on human-rights law,
actual U.S. funding for so-called color rev-
olutions is scant. In 2000, for example, the
U.S. State Department funded a training
session in nonviolent conflict for the Ser-
bian opposition group known as Otpor. But
these workshops were not responsible for
the actual revolution.

Srdja Popovic, a founder of Otpor, told
me his movement already had 20,000
members by the time the training sessions
began. “This was not pivotal in building
the movement,” he said. Saying otherwise
“assumes that the Serbian people were
sheep,” he said, adding that the decisions of
Otpor to take to the streets after Milosevic
claimed a fraudulent victory in the 2000
elections were made entirely by Serbs.

What Otpor and other color revolution-
aries have in common is that they put into
practice the theories of the late political
scientist Gene Sharp. In his three-volume
“The Politics of Nonviolent Action,” he

argues that grass-roots movements must
persuade the public to deprive the dictator
of their consent needed to rule. The key to
amovement’s success is to get the military,
police and security forces to disobey or-
ders to use force against the public.

And while outside powers can sanction
government officials, express solidarity
and offer an opposition movement diplo-
matic recognition — as Trump did in Vene-
zuela — there is little outside governments
can do to persuade a local cop or loyal
general to disobey their superiors. Ulti-
mately, this calculation hinges on whether
the henchmen believe they will survive a
democratic transition.

‘And this brings things back to the theory
that a color revolution is being planned in
the U.S. That argument concedes more
than its proponents realize to Trump’s
opponents. Sharp’s thesis applies when
citizens have no meaningful avenue for
participation in the political process. That
is not the case in America, whatever one
wants to say about mail-in voting.

Indeed, Trump’s opposition has thrived
during his presidency. Democrats won
back control of the House of Representa-
tives in 2018. Trump’s own Justice De-
partment appointed a special counsel to
investigate whether he colluded with Rus-
sia in the 2016 election. Newspapers and
magazines that have warned of Trump’s
authoritarianism have seen their subscrip-
tions rise. Republican pundits who oppose
the president broadcast their opinions on
cable news stations 24/7.

In other words, Trump is not an Ameri-
can Milosevic, and the Democratic Party
is not an American Otpor. It’s a slander to
the republic to pretend otherwise.

Eli Lake is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist
covering national security and foreign policy.
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Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
Tennis

Hamburg European Open

At Am Rothinbaum
Hamburg, Germany
$1,062,520

Andrey Rublev (5), Russia, def. Rober-
to Bautista Agut (4), Spain, 6.
Stefanos Tsitsipas (2), Greecs, def.
Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, 7% (5) 6:2-
Cas Nors y, def. Ugo Hum-

n, Chl\e vs. Alexander
ub\lk Kazakhstan 3-6, 6-4, 6-
’ ibles

ifinals

Ivan Dodig and Mate Pavic, Croatia,
def. Nikola Mektic, Croatia, and Wesley
Koolhof, Netherlands, 6-4, 6-4.

Internatlonaux de Strashourg

At s!rashourg Tenms Club
Strasbourg, Fras
urse:
Suriace: Aad clay
Women'’s Singles
Semifinals
Elena Rybakina. (5). K def.

Pro football

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
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uffalo 200 58 45
New England 1 1 0 51
iami 120 70 65
N.Y. Jets 020 30 58
South
Tennessee 200 49 44
Indianapolis 1 1 0 48 38
Jacksonville 1 2 0 70 84
020 36 67
North
Baltimore 200 71 22
Pittsburgh 200 52 37
Cleveland 110 11 68
Cincinnati 020 43 51
West
KansasCity 2 0 0 1.000 57 40
Las Vegas 2 00 1.000 68 54
LA.Chargers 1 1 0 500 36 3¢
Denver 020 35 42
TIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W LT Pct PFPA
Dallas 110 .50 57 59
Washlngton 110 500 42
020 000 29 43
Phlladelphla 0 2.0 000 36 64
South
NewOrleans 1 1 0 58 57
TampaBay 1 10 51
Atlanta 020 64 78
Carolina 020 47 65
. North
chicago 200 44 36
Green Bay 200 85 55
Detroit 020 44 69
Minnesota 020 45 71
X West
Arizona 200 54 35
LA. Rams 200 57 36
Seattle 200 73 5

000 73 55
110 50 51 37
ursday’s game
Miami 31, Jacksonville 13
ay's games
Houston ar PIiSburah
Tennessee at Minnesota

1y
San Francisco

Nao Hibino, Japan, 6-
Elina Svitolina (2), Ukrame vs. Aryna
Sabalenka (4)‘ Be\arus‘ 6 gi 4-

Nicole Meluchar, United_states, and
Demi Schuurs (1), Netherlands, def. Shu-
léoZA?yEa(m)a and Ena Shibahara (3), Japan,

Pro soccer
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Note: Three points for victon
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Wednesday, sept. 23

NewSaturday’s gam
Houston at Nashville
Cincinnatiat New vor Vork kCity FC
Montreal ot Now Yor
New England at D.C. United
Miami at Philadelphia
Atlanta at Chicago

Columbus at Tor
ol Tait  ake ot Minnssota
Orlando City at FC Dallas

porting Kansas City at Tolorado
BORtIand af vancouv
San Jose at Los Angeles FC
Seattle at LA Galaxy

NWSL
W L T Pts GFGA
NorthCarolina 1 0 1 4 4 3
Portland 100 3 30
Chicago i10 353
Washington 110 3 33
Sky Blue FC 110 3 35
001 1 00
Reign FC 000 0 00
Houston 010 0 3 4
ah 010 0 0 3
Note: Three points for victory, one
point for tie.
day, Sept. 20
Chicago 4 Sky Blue F
Portiand 3, Utah o
atur day's games
Washington at Chicago
Reign FC at Utal

Orlando at Houst
Wedn esday s game
Reign reh at Port nd
y, Oct.

3
Washlnglon o Sky Blue FC
Portland at Utah

ey S Atian
Washington at Cleveland

Green Bay at New Orleans
onday’s game
at Baltimore

ursday, Oct. 1
Denver at .Y Jets

Kansas Cit

y, Oct. 4
LA. Chargers 't Tampa Bay
Cleveland at Dallas
Baltimore at Washington
Pittsburgh at Tennessee
Arizona at Carolina
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Indianapois at Chicago
ants at LA, Ram
Buffalo at Las Vegas
land at Kansas City
PhaGeTh A at sah Francisco

londay
Atlanta at Green Bay

NFL injury report
K — The National Football
League injury report, as provided by the
league (DNP: did not practice; LIMITED:
limited participation; FULL: Full partici-
pation).

CAROLINA PAN'I’HERS at LOS ANGELES

CHARGERS — S: DOUBTFUL: G
Dennis Daley (a AN BT Kawann Short
(foot). QUESTIONABLE: T R 1l Okung

ussel
(aroim). LIMITED: DE Brian Burns ((hlgh).
Matos (concusleon),

T Justin Jones
(Shoulder) OB Tyrod Taylor (ribs, chest).
lelvin Ingram (knee),
Dt Jackaon (quadricep), LB Nick Vigil
(Erom) QUESTIONABLE: T Bryan a
nee), S Ray yshawn Jenkins_ (groin), G
Trai Turner (groin). LIMITED: S Rayshawn
Jenkins (groin). FULL: DE Joey Bosa (tri-
ceps), T Bryan Bulaga (knee), TE Hunter
Henry (ankle), CB Desmond King (back).
CHICAGO BEARS at ATLANTA FALCONS
BEARS: QUESTIONABLE: DT Mario Ed-
wards (glute), LB Khalil Mack (knee).
FULL: DT Mario Edwards (glute), WR Ted
Ginn (not injury related), TE Jimmy
ham (not injury related), TE Cole kmet

(shoulden, WR Anthony Miller (cal), WR
Darnell Moone: p), DE Rol
Quinn (ankle), WR
8 Danny Trevathan (not injury related.
FALCONS: OUT: S Ricardo Allen (elbow),
€8 Kendall Shefield. (foot; QUESTION:
BLE: DE Dante Fowler (anklé), WR Ju-
o ones (ramatrings. 1 Kaich McGary
(knea), DE Takkarist McKinley (aroin), L&
Foyesade Oluokun (hamstring). DNP: G
me ot injury relatedy, RB
Tl)dd Gurley (ﬂOl Imury related. LIMITED:
Marlon’ Davidson “(knee), DE Dante

n (hamstring), TE Lul
(hip). FULL: DT Tyeler Davlscn Gankle). DE
Charles Harris Gnkle), T Jake Matthéws
(nee). D

PHIA EAGLES — BENGALS: OUT: DT
Atkins (shoulder). QUESTIONABLE: DT
Mike Daniels (groin, not injury related),
S Shawn Williams (calf). FULL: DT Chris
tian Covington (biceps); LB Logan wilson
(thumb). EAGLES: OUT: CB Rudy Ford

t :

DT Fletcher Cox (abdomen). FULL: RB Co-

rey Clement dliness), WR DeSean Jack-
jury related), DT Malik Jack-

Son (not infury relatea, T Lane Johnson

Gankled, C Jason Kelce (ot injury refat-

ed). T Jason Peters (not Injury related).

AS TTI

wxs COWBOVS: OUT: Cb chudobe

r
related), T Tyron Smith (ne:
Trevon D\ggs .(‘shoulder) Pracllce Not

r n
(groin), T Cedric Ogbuehi (pectoral), CB
Neiko Thorpe (hip). Practice Not Com
ple

ADETROIT LIsONS at ARIZONA CARDI-
Hu
(hamsmng) BoUBTFUL, "B Desmond

(calf), T Halapoulivaati .
FULLE DT Nicholas Williams shoulder).
o W chrisiian Kirk (groln) ouss
TIONABLE: CB Dre Kirkpatrick (neclo, DT
Jordan_ Phillips. ankie).
Bk Ay, W Ly Ftsgerald (hot
injury related), WR DeAndre Hopkins
(not injury related), CB Byron Mirphy
shoul

'GREEN BAY PACKERS at NEW ORLEANS
SAINTS - PACKERS: DOUSTFU
vante s (hamstring), TE oot
guara (ank\e) LB Randy Ramsey (groin).

Marcedes Lewis (not injury related),

Corey Linsley (thumb: K.
injury related), amy Turner (knee).
SAINTS: hase Hansen (hip),
hae\ homas Gkic). QUESTION-
Marcus Davenport (élbow), DE
Trey Hendr\ckson (groin), RB Ty Mont-
ery (hamstring), DT David Onyemata
Cal. IMITED: Terron Armatead (aroin),

DT Malcom Brown (foof

IOUSTON  TEXANS at PITTSBURGH
STEELERS — TEXANS: QUESTIONABLE:
RB Duke Johnson (ankle), LB Peter Ka-
lambayi (hamsmng). WR Kenny stills
andall Cobb (not

injury related). FULL:
(quadricep), RB Cuilen Gillaspia (con-
cussion), T Tytus Howard (ankle), T La-
remy Tunsil (elbow). STEELERS: FULL: DE
Tyson Alualu (knee), G David DeCastro

WR Diontae Johnson (toe),
Pouncey (not injury related),
gthlisberger (not injury related), WR Julu

uster (knee), DE Stephon Tuitt
(notm]ury related).

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS at NEW ENGLAND
PATRIOTS — T: T Trenton
Brown (calf), LE Nlck Kw:atkoskl (pecto-
al), WR Henry Ruggs (knee, hamstring).
GUESTIONABLE: G banzelle Good (thumb,
iliness), RB Josh Jacobs (hip), TE Dar-
ren Waller (knee), T Sam Young (oroim):
FULL: S Johnathan Abram (shoulder), CB
Damon Arnette (wrist, thumb), LB Curr
Littieton (shoulder), DE Carl Nassib (ill
ness), WR nter Renfrow (ankle),
John Slmpson (shoulder). SATRIOTS:
OUT: C David Andrews (hand), LB Josh

ler (shouiden). s Kyle Dugger (foon, Wi
Julian Edeiman (knee), WR N'Keal Harry
(ankle), T isaiah Wynn 'ca

NGELES RAMS at BUFFALO BILLS

QUESTIONABLE:
ankle). FULL:

CE
RB Malco\m Brown (flnr

er), DT Aaron Donald (not injury re-

ated), T Andrew Whitworth (not injury
: OUT: awson Knox

ack Moss (toe), 8
Dol Shawn Phillips. (quadricep). Ques
TIONABLE; LB Tremaine Edmunds (shoul-
der). €B Taron Johnson (roiny, LB Matt
Milano (hamstring).
Fromm (not injury r iatec) FO
tlo Addisan (nat njur related), WR Cole
Beasley (hip, thumb), WR Brown

Milano (hamstring), DT Ed Oliver (knee),
CB TreDavious White (shoulden.
at INDIANAPOLIS
TS 0T, Wi Jamison Crowdbr
(hamstrmg), S Ashtyn Davis (groin), T
George Fant (concussion), WR Breshad
perriman (ankle), CB Quincy Wilson con:
cussion). QUESTION. WR' Braxton
Berrios namstnng). CB: Nate Hairston

Bal\age (rib), T Mekhi Becton (shoulder),

B Joe Flacco (neck) RB Frank Gore (not
injury related), Wi s Hogan (rib), LB
Harvey Langi (el \bOW). DT Steve McLen-
don (not injury relaled). RB La’Mical Per-
ine (ankle), LB

ck Va-Sin
|Hness) QUESTIONABLE: TE Jack Doyle
(kn NP: DT Denico Autry (not injury
e BT Berorest Buckner (back), T
Anthony Castonzo (not injury related),
WR T Hilton (not injury related), DE Jus
tin Houston (not injury related), CB Rock
Ya-Sin (non- fDOlbaII |I\ness) LIMITED S
Julian Blackmon (knee).

SAN FRANCISCO '35€RS at NEW YORK
GIANTS = B Tevin Coleman
(knee), DE Dee Ford (back), 0B Jimmy
Garoppolo (ankle), LB Dre Greenlaw
(quadricep), TE George Kittle (knee), RB

Raheem Mostert (knee). QUESTIONABLE:
¢B Ankello Witherspoon. (hamstring:
B_Ja on Verreu (hamstring).

GIANTSS DOU Adriar
(quadricep). QUESTIONABLE CB Brandon
Williams (groin). FULL: LB Carter Cough-
lin (hamstr\
AMPA BAV BUCCANEERS, at DENVER

injury related), WR Tyrie Cleveland (hip),
DE Shelby Harris (neck), WR Jerry Jeudy
(ribs), S Trey Marshall (hip, wrist), TE Al-
bert Glkwuegbunam (hip

SSEE TITANS al MINNESOTA

IGTON:

omen
Greedy WIHIamS (Shoulder) %UESTION-
Adrian Clayborn (hi
zel Ward (groim Lg Mack Wilson (nee).
ITED: Tretter (knee).

£ ttehhen Carison (Shoulden, T jack
Conkdim (ankla: Tinaers C8 Kevin Jonngon
(liver), WR Jarvls Landry (hip), LB Sione
Takitaki (shoulden).

Y

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS at BALTIMORE
RAVENS orian

Daniel (knee, ankie): DE Alex Ofhn
for (hamstring. LIM\TED €8 Charvarius
Ward (hand), WR Sami ns (con-
cussion, neck). FULL: DE ok Clark il

(kn duan Thornhil (knee), RE Dar

rel Williams (ankle).

Brandon Williams (notln]ury ) relae, O

Tavon Young (knee). LIMITED: S Anthony

Levine (abdomen), o Niatin Macubke
ee), WR Chris Moore (finger). FULL:

RS S2tice Hill (harmemring).

Corales Punctacana Resort
and Club Championship
PGA Tour
Friday
Corales Golf Club
La AltagraclB. Dom can Republic

Vardage. 7,666; Pa 172

Round
Hudson Swaﬂurd 65-67—132 -12
Sean O'Hair 67-67—134 -10
Luke List 69-65—134 -10
Justin Suh

Adam Long 70-65—

Mackenzie Hughes 68-67—135 -9
Xinjun 66-69—135 -9
Sepp Straka 65-70—135 -9
Kelly Kraft 68-68—136 -8
69-67—136 -8

Patrick Rodgers 67-69—136 -8
Tyler McCumber 65-71-136 -8
James Hahn 68-68—136 -8
Joseph Braml 66-70—136 -8
Charley Hoffman 69-68—137 -7
Alex Smalley 70-67-137 -7
Adam Schenk 68-69—137 -7
Cameron Percy 67-70-137 -7
Dominic Bozzelli 70-67—137 -7
Thomas Detry 68-69—137 -7
Martin Laird 69-69—138 -6

Peter Malnati 69-69—138 -6
Jamie Lovemark 67-71-138 -6
Emiliano Grillo 70-68—138 -6
Brian Stuard 67-71-138 -6
sebasnan Cappelen 69-69—138 -6
J.J. Spaut 71-67-138 -6
Scott Brown 69-69—138 -6
Patton Kizzire 71-67-138 -6
Kyle Stanley 67-72-139 -5
Scott Hamnglon 65-74—139 -5

-71-139 -5
Denny Mccmhy 68-71-139 -5
Mark Anderson -71-139 -5
Rob Oppenheim 72-67-139 -5
Ryan Breh: 67-712-139 -5
Sangmoon Bae -68—139 -5

uto raci

South Point 400 lineup

Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series

Atlas vegas Motor Raceway

4.(8) Tyler Reddlck Chevro\et
. (12) Ryan Blane:
. (17) Chris Buescher,

. (34) Michael McDoweI\ Fo d.

. (48) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet.
. (21) Matt DiBenedetto, Ford.
(42) Matt Kenseth, Chevrolet.

. (38) John H
. (95) Christopher Bell, Toyota.
 (6) Ryan Newman, Ford.
. 22) William Byron, Chevrolet.
. (96) Daniel Suarez, Toyot:
. (27) Gray Gaulding, Ford.
. (32) Corey Laloie, Ford.
. (00) Quin Houff, Chevrolet.
- (47) Ricky Stenhouse ., Chevrolet.
. (51) Joey Gase,
(15) Brennan Poole, Chevrolel

oyot;
(77) i Veley. Chevrolet.

8. (53) James Davison, Ford.
9. (49) Chad Finchum, Toyota.

World of Westgate 200

NASCAR Gander Dmdoors Truck Series

Atlas vegas Motor speedway

(st ses)
1. (11) ‘Adstin H|II Toyota‘ 134 Iaps, a2
oints.
Por (4) sheldon Creed, Chevrolet, 134,

3.(12) Tanner Gray, Ford, 134, 38.
2. (i7) Stewart Friesen, Toyota, 134,

5. (5) Chandler Smith, Toyota, 134, 33.

6. (3) Grant Enfinger, Ford, 134, 38,

7.(7) Zane smith, Chevrolet, 134, 45.

& (9) Christian Eckes, Toyota, 134, 37.
9. (6) Matt Crafton, Ford,

10. (2) Tyler Ankrum, Chevrolet, 134,

11 (13) Johnny Sauter, Ford, 134, 31.

n Truex, Chevrolet, 134, 25.
ailliland, ord 134, 24

14. (34) Dylan Lupton, Ford, 134,

15. (1) Brett Moffitt, chevrolet, 134,

'16. (18) Tate Fogleman, Chevrolet, 134,

17. (26) Tyler Hill, Chevrolet, 134, 20.

18. (27) Conor Daly, Chevrolet, 133, 19.
19. (32) Spencer Davis, Toyota, 133, 18.
20. (15) Raphael Lessard, Toyota, 133,

oz
3
aﬁ

21, (20) Travis Pastrana, Chevrolet,
133, 16,
22. (21) Clay Greenfield, Toyota, 133,

23.(8) Ben Rhodes, Ford, 132, 25.
24. (25) Austin Wayne Self, Chevrolet,
32,

25.(19) Danny Bohn, Toyota, 132, 12.

26. (35) Ray Ciccarelli, Chevrolet, 131,
11

27. (16) Chase Purdy, Chevrolet, 131,
10.

28. (24) Spencer Boyd, Chevrolet, 129,

29.(30) Josh Reaume, Toyota, 127, 8.
0. (14) Derek Kraus, Toyota, 125, 22.
31. (1) Jesse Iwuji, Chevrolet, 115, 6.
32. (20) Jordan Arderson, Chevrolet,
garage, 85, 5.

33, (35) ‘Timothy Viens, Chevrolet, ga-
rage,

%G8 sennifer Jo Cobb, Chevrolet,
garage,

35. (33) Dawson Cram, Chevrolet, ac-
cident,

36. (22) Natalie Decker, Chevrolet, ga-
rage, 0, 5.

w

Race statistics
Average speed of race winner: 119.856

Tlme of race: 1 hour, 40 minutes, 37
seco nds.
r% in of victory: 0.546 seconds.
Caution flags: 5 for 25 laps.
Lead changes: 4 among 4 driver: 5
Lap leaders: B.Moffitt 0-1; S.Creed 2-
67 C Eckes 68-72; S.Creed 734 95; A Hill

I.eaders summary (ﬂrlver, tlmes led,
laps led): S.Creed, 2 times for 89 laps;
AHill, 1 time for 39 iaps; C. Eekes, 1 e
for 5 laps; B.Moffitt, 1 time for 1 lap.

Creed, 3; G.Enfinger, 3; Z.Smith,

i
2; AHili,

2 M.Crafton, 1 BRhodes, 1
Ssver, 1

L Sicreed, 2114;
2. Bhofft ith, 2101; 4.

Z.smi
G.Enfinger, 2093 5 MCraﬂon 2077 s.
T.Ankrum, s,
2068. 9. BRhodes, 2062. 10 TGlIhIand.
us, [Gray, 443;
13 RLessard ey i en, 415; 15,
JSauter, 398; 16. T.Majeski, 55,

SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 19
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ollege football

Friday’s score

SOUTHWEST
UTSA 37, Middle Tennessee 35

Friday's transactions

SEBALL
Maijor League Baseball

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Opnoned RHP
lose Ruiz to alternate training site. Acti-
ted RHP Evan Marshall from the 10-day

" GLEVELAND INDIANS — Optioned SS
Yu Chang to alternate training site. Re-

called LHP Logan Allen from alternate
training site.
DETROIT TIGERS — Placed 3B Jeimer

candelario on the 10-day IL. Recalled OF
Christin Stewart from alternate training
. Recalled LF Chnsnn Stewart from

2o,
&
S
By
3

Z53
E)
Ey

;«a

sif
05 — Placed RHP Josh
James on the 10-day IL. Recalled RHP

hase De Jong from alternate training

si

KANSAS CITY IIDVAI.S — Recalled 1B
Ryan oom from alternate training
e A vACed RIHE Ton Kenmedy trom iha

Greg Holiand on the 10-day IL.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Selected the
contract of RHP Edwar Colina from al-
ternate training site. Designated RHP
Homer Baney for assignmen

NEW YANKEES — Sent LHP Tyler
Lyans outright to mternate trainihe Site.
Recalled RHP Miguel Yajure from alter-
nate training site;

TTLE MARINERS — Claimed RHP
lans Hamiiton off warvers oM Chicage
White Sox. Optioned RHP lan Hamitondo
Hreae fraining site.

ILeag e
CKS — Activat-
e RHB SINInd BrAChG o the 60-day L.
Transferred RHP Corbin Martin from the
10-day IL to the 60-day
Selected the con-

o
tract of 58 Patnck Wisdom from: aitar-
nate training site. Optioned 18 Jose Mar-
tinez to alternate training site. Placed
RHP Mannv Radriguez on the 45-day IL,
CINCINNATI REDS — Released RiP
Nate Jo
COLORADO ROCKIES — Recalled RHP
Jesus Tinoco from alternate training site.
Recailed RHP Jose Jujica from alternate
Tining site: Optioned RHP Chi Chi Gon-
zalez to alternate training site.
KEE BREWERS — Recalled
e erelsen and 3 i/o Healy
Fom Ateraate amiAp. site, b RHI
Corbin Burnes on the 10-day IL.
ST.LOUIS CARDINALS — Recalled RHPs
Danie! ponce de Leon and Nabil Crismatt
from alternate tramlng site. Placed R
John Gant on the 10-day
DIEGO PADRES — Recal

lled RHP
Lu\s Panno o altema(e training site.
N FRANCISCO GIANTS — Activated

RHP Jeff samardzua frcm the 10-day IL.

National Faothal League
ATLANTA FALCONS — Slgned CB Tyler
:-ial\an pracnce squad. Released DE Aus-
in
'CAROLINA PANTHERS — Released CB
Truma\ne Johnson from practice squad.
Re-signed K Kai Forbath to practice

squad.

DENVER BRONCOS — Activated QB
Brett Rypien and DL DeShawn Williams
from practice squad:

DELPHIA EAGLES — Signed TE

Jason GO0 tb prace sauad.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed DE
calvin Tay\orto practice squad. Released
DB Trajan Bar

'SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Placed DE Ra-
gheem Green on injured reserve. Waived
DE Elf Mencer from injured reserv

National Hockey League

ARIZONA COYOTES — Named Brian
Daccord as special assistant to the gen
eral_manager/director of goaltending
operations.

League Soc:

s — e e S ed fine to
Atlanta United M Jon Gallagher for simu-
lation/embellishment In match, against
Inter Miami on Sept. 19, d'an un-
lselosed Miné To REAT salt Lake M bafm:
Kreilach for simulation/embellishment
in match against Vancouver on Sept. 19.
1Ssued an andisclosed fine to Colorado
F Andre Shinyashiki for simulation/em-
bellishment in match against San Jose
on Sept. 19, Issued an undisclosed fine
to FC Dallas M Bryan Acosta for failure
to leaye fieid in a ti t

pended Seattle  Raul R
o an toucd . untieclosed fine
fcl‘ VIO\Ent conduct against Portland D
Pable Bonilla in match against Portland
on Sept. 23.
NEW YORK CITY FC — Announced F
Heber will miss remainder of season
with torn ACL.

Lightning down Stars in overtim

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

EDMONTON, Alberta— Kevin
Shattenkirk will never forget hav-
ing his contract bought out in the
summer of 2019 and joining the
Tampa Bay Lightning because he
felt their core players had a simi-
lar chip on their shoulders after a
shocking first-round exit.

More than a year later, he cre-
ated a moment to remember to
put the Lightning on the verge of
making good on years of unful-
filled potential.

Shattenkirk scored a power-
play goal in overtime after a
questionable penalty, and the
Lightning beat the Dallas Stars
5-4 Friday night to take a 3-1
lead in the final and move a vic-
tory away from lifting the Stanley
Cup. With Game S5 on Saturday
night, Tampa Bay was potentially
24 hours away from its second
championship in franchise his-
tory after winning it in 2004.

“Looking forward to tomorrow
night because then it could all
come really full circle,” Shatten-
kirk said. “We’ve got a job to do
here. It’s still not finished.”

It almost is for a core group that
has so far been unable to get over
the hump despite being one of the
best teams in the NHL for much
of the past decade. Shattenkirk
came over after the New York
Rangers let him go, but guys like
Nikita Kucherov, Victor Hedman,

Jason Franson, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

Tampa Bay Lightning left wing Yanni Gourde, left, and Pat Maroon,
right, react to a goal by Kevin Shattenkirk against Dallas Stars
goaltender Anton Khudobin, center, during overtime of Game 4 of
the Stanley Cup Final on Friday in Edmonton, Alberta.

Andrei Vasilevskiy and coach Jon
Cooper have been around a while
and are focused on finishing this.

“They came here to do some-
thing,” Cooper said. “They’re
on their way, but we’ve said all
along, we haven’t won anything
yet. We still have to win one more
and we’re not taking anything for
granted.”

It was another dominant per-
formance by top players who
looked exactly like they wouldn’t
be denied after getting this far.
Point, the Lightning’s top center,

end of the first period and start
of the second, creating and sus-
taining the kind of momentum
that has been so important in the
playoffs.

The Lightning got the winning
power play when Dallas captain
Jamie Benn was called for trip-
ping Tyler Johnson on a play
where Benn'’s skates never made
contact with Johnson’s as trailing
referee Francis Charron called

it.
“I don’t have a ton of time for a
play where Tyler Johnson steps in

NHL scoreboard

Stanley Cup Final

(Best-of-seven; xif necessary)
dmonton, Alberta

Sanuday' Gam

6 (AFN-! Sports 2, 2
am. Tueday CET. 8 a.m. Tuesaay 1TK)
x-Wednesday: Game 7

Friday
Lightning 5, Stars 4 (OT)
Tampa Bay l 2 l l 5
Dallas
period—1,
4 (Llnd el 717 2, Dallas,” pavels
(Be ov), Tampa Bay,
Poml 12 (Palal Shatlenklrk) 19:27.
econd Period—4, Tampasay,pomus
(Kucherov, Kll\orn), 2:08 (pp). 5, Dallas,
Perry 3 (Seguin, Janmark), 8:26. 6 Tampa
7 (Kucherov, Sergachev),

Dal\as, Klmiberg

18: 3
Tlllrd Period—7, Tampa Bay, Killorn 5
(Sergachev, Cirelli}, 6:41. 8, Dalias, Pavel-
Seguin, Heiskanen), 11:35.
ime—9, Tampa Bay, Shattenkirk
3 (Hedman, Mareon, Cei3a
Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 8-15-8-4—
35. Dauasz 14-11-2—30.
play opportunities—Tampa
aayz 0f 4; Dallasoo
alies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 17-5-
P e AT A
13:81 G8-30).

real effect in the play, and Jamie
breathes on him and the guy falls
over,” said Stars veteran Joe Pav-
elski, who scored twice. “Wheth-
er that’s the case or not, there’s
a little battle going on there, but
it’s playoffs, it’s overtime. We ex-
pect 5-on-5. We expect to battle it

Ondrej Palat, Tyler Johnson and

scored consecutive goals at the

front of Jamie Benn and it has no

out.”

Briefly

Mullens to start at QB for injured Garoppolo

Associated Press

Nick Mullens will start at quarterback on
Sunday for the San Francisco 49ers in place of
the injured Jimmy Garoppolo but won’t have
All-Pro tight end George Kittle as an option.

Garoppolo didn’t practice all week because
of a high ankle sprain suffered last week but
wasn'’t officially ruled out for this week’s game
against the New York Giants until Friday.

Coach Kyle Shanahan also said Friday that
Kittle will miss a second straight game after
spraining his knee in the season opener. Kit-
tle practiced on a limited basis this week but
wasn’t healthy enough to go.

“Ithought it was a lot safer to leave him out,”
Shanahan said. “We didn’t need to wait anoth-
er day because of how he sounded today.”

The 49ers will be without injured running
backs Raheem Mostert and Tevin Coleman,
linebacker Dre Greenlaw (quadriceps) and
edge rusher Dee Ford (back). Defensive line-
men Nick Bosa and Solomon Thomas were
placed on injured reserve this week with sea-
son-ending knee injuries.

Garoppolo’s injury sets the stage for Mul-
lens to make his first start for the 49ers in
nearly 21 months. The former undrafted
free agent from Southern Mississippi showed
flashes during an eight-game stint at the end
of the 2018 season after Garoppolo was side-
lined with a season-ending knee injury.

Mullens won three of his eight starts for a
struggling Niners team that season, complet-
ing 64.2% of his passes for 284.6 yards passing
per game, with 13 TDs, 10 interceptions and
a 90.8 rating. His 8.2 yards per attempt rank

fourth best among the 50 quarterbacks with
at least five starts the past three seasons.

He said he’s spent the time since then try-
ing to build more arm strength.

“That’s the thing everybody’s going to criti-
cize, but it’s one thing that I've attacked,” he
said. “Just playing with the full field, that’s
huge to me and I'm excited to show that on
Sunday.”

Mullens got on the field for one game last
season without throwing a pass in mop-up
duty against Carolina. He got his first real
game action of any kind since the 2019 exhibi-
tion season last week when he played the sec-
ond half against the Jets.

In other NFL news:

® Both the Green Bay Packers and New
Orleans Saints likely will be missing their star
receivers for their Sunday night matchup.

The Saints ruled out 2019 Offensive Player
of the Year Michael Thomas. He will miss a
second straight game with an ankle injury.

Packers coach Matt LaFleur says it’s “prob-
ably doubtful” that Davante Adams will play
Sunday night at New Orleans due to a ham-
string injury.

Adams hasn’t practiced this week since
leaving the Packers’ 42-21 victory over the
Detroit Lions in the second half. LaFleur has
said there’s a possibility Adams could play
even without practicing all week.

Nats, Martinez agree to extension

WASHINGTON — Manager Dave Marti-
nez and the Washington Nationals agreed to

a multiyear contract extension that the team
announced Saturday.

Martinez led the Nationals to the franchise’s
first World Series championship in 2019, his
second season as the team’s skipper.

When he initially was hired, Martinez
signed a three-year deal with a club option for
2021 that had not yet been picked up by the
Nationals.

“I can’t say enough about Davey’s leader-
ship qualities and the poise he shows under
pressure,” said Nationals president and gen-
eral manager Mike Rizzo, who recently was
given a three-year extension by the club. “The
players, coaches and staff have the utmost
respect for him as a manager and a person.
There is no one else our team would rather
have at the helm.”

Hill advances in Trucks playoffs

LAS VEGAS — Austin Hill, the regular-
season Truck Series champion, rebounded
from a poor opening race of the playoffs with
a victory Friday night at Las Vegas Motor
Speedway.

Hill had dropped from first in the standings
— where he’d been ranked since the second
race of the season — to eighth in points after
he finished 25th last week in the playoff open-
er at Bristol.

He held just an eight-point lead over ninth
place before Las Vegas and two drivers will
be cut from the 10-driver field next week.

Hillis the only driver locked into the second
round of the playoffs.
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MLB SCOREBOARD

Amencan League

as
GB
x-Tampa Bay —
z-New York 6
z-Toronto 7
Baltimore 14
Boston 16
Central
z-Minnesota -
z-Chicago 1
z-Cleveland 1
Kansas City 10
Detroit 12
West
x-Oakland -
z-Houston 6%z
Los Angeles 9z
eattle 10
Texas 15%
National League
East Division
GB
x-Atlanta 5 -
z-Miami 0 5
Phi\adelﬁhia 8 7
ew Yorl 6 )2
‘Washington 3 1%
Central Di
z-Chicago 3 -
St. Louis 9 3
z-Cincinnati 0 3
Milwaukee 8 5
Pittsburgh 8 15
/est Division
x-Los Angeles 1 17 707 —
z-San 5 23 .603 6
San Fram:lsco 9 29 500 12
Colorado 5 33 431 16
Arizona 4 34 414 17

x-clinched division

z-clinched playoff berth
ursday’s games

Cleveland 5, Chicago Whlte Sox 4

Toronto 4,

exa
RONSRL 8 Betroit 7

A. Dodgers 5, Oakland 1
Bittsburgh 7, Chicago Cubs
Colorado 5, Sin Francisco 4 FPinnings

ashington 2
Niami 4, Atlanta 2
st Louis 4 Miweukee 2
Friday’s ga
Toronto 10, Baimore 5
Tampa Bay 6. phnadelpm
Miami 4, N. ee2 310 fnings
Cleveland sbur h'3
Kansas Gity . Detro
Atlanta 8, Boston 7, 11 inning
Chicago Cubs 10, chu:ago White Sox 0
uston 4, 10 innings
Cincinnati 7, MInnESO a
Gakiand 3, seame1 10 innings
LA. Dodges ngels 5

San Francisco 5, San Diego 4, 1st game
S Diego & San Francisco 5, 2nd game
ets at Washington, ppd.
urday's games
kees

Detroit at Kansas Ty
Houston at Te
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay
Boston at Atlan
go Cubs at Ch\cagu White Sox
Cincinnati at Minnes:

San Diego at san Francisco
lay’s games
Detroit at Kansas City
Houston af
oA B ALY vamkees
Baltimore at Toronto
Boston at Atlan
Chicago Cubs g cmcago White Sox
Cincnhati at Minnesota

elphia at Tampa Bay
‘Ittsl‘iurgh ot Cleveland

ets at Washlnglcn

Milwaukee at St. Louis

Friday
Indians 4, Pirates 3

Pittsburgh Cleveland
ab r hbi ab r hbi
Frazier2b 312 0 Lindorss 2100
Hayes 3b 301 1 Hrnandz2b 40 1 1
Moran 1b 300 0 Ramirez3b 30 00
Bell dh 311 0 Santanalb 30 00
Polancorf 411 2 Reyesdh 3000
Reynoldscf 4 0 0 0 Naqulnrl 3100
Gonzalezss 40 0 0 jaylorlf 20 00
iva 4010 Lup\wph 2111
Stallingsc 400 0 1000
Freeman ph1 000
Deshldscf 41 21
Totals 3236 3 Totals 28443
Pittsburgh 000 100 10—3
Clevelar —4

nd 100 o
DP— Puttsburgh 1, cleveiand 1. Lon~

Pittsburgh 6, veland 8. 2B—Frazier (5),
Luplow (4), Hernandez (19). HR—Polanco
7 SB—Lindor (), Oliva (D,
P H R ER BB SO
Pittsburgh
Keller 5 [ 1 1 8 3
Turley H3 1 0 0 0 0 1
Howard H,4 1 1 00 1 2
StrattonL,2-1BS0-2 1% 3 3 3 1 1
Cleveland
Carrasco 6 3 2 2 3 8
%» 0 0 0 0 3
2 1 1 10
Plu(ko W 2-2 1 1 0 0 0 1
WP—Stratton. T—3:18.

Athletics 3, Mariners 1 (10)

Cubs 10, White Sox 0

Marlins 4, Yankees 3 (10)

Seattle Oakland Chicago Chicago Miami New York
ab r hbi ab r hbi ab r hbi ab r hbi ab r hbi ab r hbi
Crawfordss 4 0 20 Semienss 50 10 Happoflf 3110 Andersanssd 010 Bertizo 400 0 LeMahieu2od 1 00
000 LaStellab 4010 Rizzolb 30 1 0 Moncada3b4 0 00 Martecf 40 0 0 4121
seagerzb 401 0 Laureanocf5 121 Wisdmph-1b1 0 0 0 Grandalc 30 00 Aguilartb 31 0 1 Hicksc 30 12
France2b 40 1 0 Canhalfrf 3122 Cntrerasdh 33 2 4 Abreulb 40 00 Anderson3b4 1 0 0 Stantondh 3 0 0 0
Stg-Gdnpr-260 1 0 0 Olsonlb 30 00 Heywardrf 50 0 0 Encrncndh 30 00  Cooperdh 4 1 1 3 Grdnrpr-dh0 0 0 0
Marmliosdh 3 0 0 0 Davis 2010 Baezss 512 1 Mazararf 3000 Brnsonrf 400 0 Voit 1020
Torrnsph-dh1 0 0 0 Kempph-dhl 0 0 0 Schwarber!f3 1 2 1 Robertcf 30 10 pickersonlf 30 1 0 Urshelab 4 0 0 0
Whitel> 30 0 0 Heimph-dh10 00 Hmiltnpr-cf 21 0 0 Engellf 3010 gerra 2000 Wadepr 0000
Lopeslf 400 0 Piscottyrf 20 00 Caratinic 32 1 2 Madrigal2b3 0 00 poiicss 40 1 0 Torreses 30 00
Bishoprf 40 0 0 Grssmnphf2 0 10 3000
odomc 3010 Lamb3b 4010 3110 Wallache =309 0 sanchezc 30290
Murphyc 30 00 1010 8 Totals 30 arrison pr chman pr
oS 3900 90 00 ToRls 02 m-m Alfaroc 00 0 0 Higshiokac 10 00
Frazierlf 3000
Totals 34150 Totals 35393 0 (A) 00 " X H
seattle 000000 000" 11 ¥ D, Grandal G). Y Chitagy Tolls 33434 S0 023,13
oakland 000 0, Chishao i S Sy hicane Ry Miami 300 000 000 1—4
e (1). DP— seamez Oakdand 5, Chicago (A) 4. 2B—Baez (9), Engel (5). ~ New York 002 000 010 0-—3
1, OB Seatie 5, Oakland 9."2B—Davis  HR—Schwarber (1 1. Contreras 2 (7, E—Y.Garcia (1), G.Sanchez (6), Urshela
&), Semien (), Canha (10), Lamb (), izz0 Q) Torres (@), Hl%ashm:?m@_,ljﬁe Miami
atreano anha (5).
P H R ER BB SO R ER BB SO (SS)Z%BJquge <3) Hicks (10). HR—Cooper
e H 53 orres (1), Wade (4). SF—Aguilar
Soatlle 6 4 0 0 35 S 9 5 1 @ s—wallach (1), Berti 2).
Ramirez 1 2 0 0 1 0 Cchicago(A) 1P H RER BBSO
Misiewicz T 01 0 0 1 1 Ceaselss 5 55 25
Swanson 10 0 0 0 2 Gonzlez Bos 3ty M ™6 3 2 29
GerberL1-1BS01 % 2 3 2 0 0 cordem 5o 10 g0 Yegeasuz s L 380
Oakland l l 1 1 oxberger
Bassitt 7 5 0 0 0 g Sache 1 1 0 0 KintZersiz4 1 0 0 0 2 0
petit 10 0000 HBP cease (Ritzo), Gordéro (Contre. Hew vork
jendriks Pog e g oy T Happ 5 3 33 2 3
Diekman W2-0 Too11 . Loaisiga 3 0 00 01
WhC Mistewicz. 73105, Blue Jays 10, Orioles 5 itton 1o g 00
; - Baltimore Toronto apmag
Diamondbacks 4, Rockies 0 b r hbi abrnbi ST aster, 0. ¢ 0 °
Colorado st gal“r‘i?ona \Ha\ys’" dh 3 ? ? ? ‘s/i"ﬁr‘ztb g ? % %
esias ichette ss
ab r hbi ab r hbi Sglewarlk M, 3990 Hemangzrisg 12 Rangers 5, Astros 4 (10)
Tapialf 303 0 Varshocf 3120 Mntcstlelb 30 2 0 Grichukcef 52 2 1
pilarcf 400 0 Marte2b 3010 Ruiz3 100 Guerrerogha 2 20 foUSton L Te@s b
oryss 300 0 Walkerlb 42 22 Alberto2b 412 1 Shawlb 4132 . al al
Blackmonrf 30 1 0 Cathountf 2 1 00 Sisco ¢ 401 0 Davisif 3221 Springercf 40 1 1 Kn-flfss-3b41 20
Fuenteslb 20 1 0 Escobar3b 30 11 Uriasss 4111 Panik3b 3110 Altue2b 420 0 Ccalhoundh 5000
McMahon3b3 0 0 0 Peraltadh 20 11  Mullinscf 411 2 Jansenc 111 Brantleydh 400 0 Rominepr 00 00
Kempdh ~ 10 0 0 Ahmedss 3010 Tot 3558 5 Totals 36101510 Bregman3b 4 1 1 2 Solaklf 4001
Hilliardph 10 0 0 PSmithif 2000 Baltimore 00 1— Tuckerlf © 401 0 Gallorf 4011
Diazc 301 0 Kellyc 3010 Toronto 062 200 00x—10 Gurriellb 50 1 1 Odorzb 4000
Hampson2b 2 0 0 0 P~ Baltimore 1, Toronto 0. LOB_Balti-  Correass 411 0 Huffc 4232
tals 060 Touks 25494 mores Toronto6 38 Alberto (15) Shaw  Reddickr jetrict
6. 38— Alberto (15), Sh: Reddickrf 40 2 0 Dietrich3b 4 0 0 0
Colorado 000 000 0—0  (10). HR—Urias (1), Mullins (3), Iglesias ~ Maldonadoc2 0 0 0 Tejedass 00 00
Arizon: 003 030  X=4 (3, Grichuk (1D, Shaw (6). SF—Villar (1) Guzmanib 4 111
22 NicMahon (9), Kelly (23, bP—Colo- Whitecf 4110
rado 2, Arizona 2. LOB--Colorada & Arl- Batmors, P8 RS0 totals 474 Totas wsss
a 9. 3B—Escobar (3). HR—Walker (7).  Esheiman i 2 33 51 Houston 000 011 010 1—4
S er 5 ine T oo TeR ~Houston 0. T 229, (08 ouzion
P H R ER BB SO louston 0, Texas ouston
Colorado e 3 0 0 0 o 4 9 Texas8 3B-Springer (2). HR—Breg-
SenzatelaL53 4% 8 4 4 4 2  PearsonWi-0 o1 o0 0 12 han & H“ff1(37 Guzman (4). SF—Breg-
Estevez % 0 0 0 0 1 Vama?(uch\ % 4 4 4 0 0 man(Q)sSolak
Almonte PR 20 %» 1 0 0 01 P H RER BB SO
Arizona 7 709 9 0 10 Houston
Gallen w32 6 3 8921 Lopez pitched fo 3 batters in the 3rd,  Si0uidy [
opez Taylor H5 10 0000
Crichton $5-7 B0 o 0 Eghelman pitched to 1 batter inthe 7t prdsliyisizas 1 1 1 1 0 2
s 50 HBP—Lopez (Davis). WP—Lopez. 1y 85, y
WP—Gallen. T—2:36. ParedesL33Bs02 5 0 2 1 10
Raley 0 0 0 0 00
. 1 Rocki B Cardinal
11, 5 3, 0 Texas
First game Cody 5 3 1.1 31
Colorado SO G Milwaukee 9% Louis King BS,0-1 B2 1103
abr hbi ab r hbi ab r hbi abrh Hernandez Mmool o101 21
Tapialf 311 0 locastrocf32 32 Garciact 3010 Wong2b 3010 Monfere Py se
pilarcf 413 3 VanMeter?bz 2 13 Yelchf 311 1 Edman3bif3 000 MartinWiil L St
Storyss 301 1 Walkerdh 51 10 Braunrl 300 0 Gldshmdtib3 0 1 pRaley pitched ‘If 1‘*;3;‘9& e ‘he oth-
Buteralb 10 0 0 Peraltalf 51 32 000 0 Delongss 30 1 Urquidy (Gallo) o
Blackmondh 3 0 1 0 PSmithib 31 11 VDQE‘bthdhl 10 0 Molinac 00 . .
Fuents1b-363 0 0 0 Ahmedss 3 1 01 120 Fowlerdh 300 Rays 6, Philadelphia 4
McMhn3b2b3 2 2 1 Vogte . 4121 iedahan 000 0 Carlsonrf 10 1 _ 4
Hilliardrf 30 0 0 Mathisen3b2 1 00 Gyorkolb 300 0 ONeilllf 100 Philadelphia Tampa Bay
Hmpsnab-ss2 0 0 0 Jayrf 3120 Sogard3b2b30 2 1 Millerph-3b10 0 ab r hbi ab r
Wolersc 2100 Arcia ss 001 ler cf 01 McCtchenlf 4 0 0 0 Wendle2b 5 1
2758 5 Totals 32111310 Narvaeze 300 0 Bohm3b 412 1 Arozarenalf5 1
coloradn 130 w 0—5 Totals 25363 Totals 2305 Harperdh 312 2 Nlowedh 40
izona y ©. Dp— cotB 10 xe1 Wilwaukee 921 000 —3  Realmutolb 4 0 0 0 Adamesss 4 0
1. Eom e oS, Solorado, & Aszond DP—Milwaukee3, st.Louis2. LOB-Mil Sregoriuzss 308 0 Mermaleref3 d
\ar2(5) McMahon (6), Tapia (6), Pera\ta waukee 5, St. Louis 3. 2B— Goldschmldt
, pia (6), Brucerf 30 0 0 Brosseau3b1 0
(10). HR—McMahon (8), VanMeter (1),  (13). HR— Velw"(u) appc 400 0 Tstsoph3b2 1
psmith (1). W R ER BB SO R ER BB SO  Kingerycf 422 0 Renfroelb 3 1
Milwaukee erez 0
Colorado, 2 0 1 Phillips rf-cf 2 1
B ot rep) Memw fof 888 s, 18
joffman’ Lwe
Tinoco W1 11 22 st Totals 33473 Totals 336
Ramos U2 1110 hes s 5 4 33 4 5 Phiadelphia 3 010 00
Arizona Gant 0 1 00 00 mva Bay 011 02x
Clarke W3-0 § 06 4 4 35 Hebly Looopooz Knapp (2), Adames (9). DP—Phi
Bergen 111 100 00 delphlaa TBmpa ay 1. LoB— Badeiohia
Hoffman pitched t to6batters inth3rd. Gam ¢ pitched 16 1 batter in the 6th, 5, Tampa Bay & 2B—Kingery (5), Arozare-
HBP—Santos (VanMeter), Hoffman (Lo-  T—. na (2). 38—Harper (2). HR—Phillips (1).
castro). WP—Hoffman, Tinoco. T—2:58. L o P H R ER BB SO
Royals 3, Tigers 2 ¢ sm,?d' game 1 e % 6 33 26
Detroit Kansas City St. Louis Milwaukee Hunter Bl 1 1 0 2
b r hbi ab ab r hbi ab rhbi  Brogdon LY g s s
es cf 00 0 Merrifieldrf 4 ng2b 412 1 Garciacf 3000 Norganlo- I B I
W.Castross 4 0 1 0 Mondesis: Edmanifsh 42 2 2 Taloref 9000 eris
Cabreradh 4 0 0 0 Perezc Gldshmdt1b3 0 0 0 Yelichlf 2000 TampaBay
HCstrolb-If 4 1 2 0 Franco3b 2 Carpenter3b3 0 2 1 Urias3b 00 00  Morton 5 7 4.3 18
Goodrum2b 3 1 1 0 O'Hearndh 3 Baderpr-cf 110 0 Braunrf 20 00 Drake 10 00 10
Stewartlf 20 1 0 Heathpr-dh0 Fowlerrf " 210 0 Heahylb 1000 ompso 10 00 02
Dixonph-lb 2 0 0 1 Dozierlb O'Nei 1000 Voglhchdh 3000 AndersonW2l 1 0 0 0 1 0
Haasec ~ 30 1 1 Gordonlf Millerdh 20 0 0 Hiurasb 30 00  CurtissS2- 1 0.0 03
Paredes3b 30 0 0 Corderocf 4 Raveloph-dh 2 0 0 0 Gyorkolb 10 00 HEP—Velasquez (Zunino). WP—Mor-
Camerontf 30 2 0 Lopez2l eJong s 210 Petrsnphrf1 0 00  ton.
Totals 3228 2 Totals Garlsonchrf3 11 2 Sogard3-f3 0 10
000 rsc rcia s
Kansas 110 010 ) Nitinghme 10 0 0 AL leaders
ot &), wcastro Totals 30998 Totals 23121 .
troft 1, Kaneas Cty 3 LOB Detroit 5 Ko St Louis 120 060 0-8 ;AR RN o oo e els
sas Ct & ZB—Goodrum  (7), Cordero (3),  Milwauk Q00 001 01 17 Ramirez, Cleveland, 17; Cruz, Min:
Monde: si (3). SB—Monde- LO| s 5, aukee 4. 28— i g P 2

si2 (24) Merrlfleld (12) Gcodrum (6). SF—
Haase (1), Franco (4). S—Lopez (3).

»P H R ER BB SO
Detroit
Turnbull L,4-4 5 6 3 3 2 5
Norris 1 0 00 03
Cisnero 1 0 0 0 1 1
Farmer 1 2 0 0 0 1
Kansas City
Keller W5 -3 6 4 0 0 0 5
Duffy H, B2 2 2 00
Barlow N,G % 0 0 0 0 0
Junis H1 12 0000
Hahn §,2-2 1 0 0 0 1 2
—2:50.

Carsentor (6 Corloon (7). 38 Wong &,
HR—Edman (5), Arcia (5),
»P

R ER BB SO
St. Louis
Ponce de Leon W,1-3 6 1 1 1 2 6
Whitley 1 1 11
Milwaukee
Lindblom L,2-4 2% 4 3 3 1 2
Claudio 1 0 0 0 0 2
Rasmussen 103 3313
Lauer 1% Z 3 3 3 2
Feyereisen 0 0 0 0
Claudio pitched to 1 batter in the 4th,

Rasmussen pitched to 4 batters in the
5th. WP—Lindblom(2). T—2:36.

nesota, 16:" THernandez, Toronto, 16;
Springér, Houston, 14; B.Lowe, Tampa

By, T4: ‘Olson, oakland, 14 Eimenc,
14,

Chicag

ieber, Cleveland, 1.63; Keuchel
chicago 1.99; Bassitt, Oakland,
eda, Minnesota, 2.70;

oronto, a
G.Cole, New York, 2.84; Carrasco, Cieve"
land, 2.91; Gonzales, Seattle, 3.06; Bundy,
Los Angeles, 3.29; Lynn, Texas, 3.32.
STRIKEOUTS - Bic) eber, cleve\and 122;
Giolito, Chicago, 97; G.

Los Angeles, 72; Ryu, Toronto,

Giants 5, Padres 4

First gam
San Diego San Francisco
ab r hbi ab r hbi
Tatis)r.ss 411 1 Ystrzmskirf3 122
chadosb 30 0 0 Duggarrf 0000
Hosmerlb 30 0 1 Dickersonlf3 0 10
Myerstf 300 0 Solano2b 30 10
Nolac 212 0 Robrtson2b00 00
Cranwrth2b 3 0 0 0 Beltlb ~ 3000
Phamdh ~ 20 1 1 Floresdh 3121
profarlf 311 0 Longoria3b3 110
Grishamef 111 0 Crawfordss3 111
Duboncf 20 00
Bartc 3111
%4 Totals 26595
San Diego 010 000" 3-4
San Francisco 010 400  x-5
—Watson (1). DP—San Diego 1, San
Francisco 1. LOB—San Diego 7, San Fran-
isco 4. 26-Pham (2), brofar (6), Vastr.
zemski (14), Longoria (10). 3B—Grisham
(). He— Crdwford (7). Flores (10), Yastr-
zemski (10). SF—Hosmer (2).
P H R ER BB SO
san Di
Paddack L 4-5 £ 5 13
Strahm 100 01
Adams 1 00 3

San Francisco
TAndersenWA} § 5 2244
Wats 1

1 1
7thTA"derson pitched to 1 batter in the
Padres 6, Giants 5

Second game

san Francisco San Diego

ab r hbi ab r hbi
strzmskirf 3 0 0 0 Grishamcf 42 2 4
obertsonf 10 0 0 Tatisirss 3112
lckersonif 110 0 Machado3h2 D 0 0
b 200 0 Crwrthpr2b0 0 0 0
Giodh 393 0 Haemerds 0 2 0
elt 1b 1110 Mateopr-dh0 0 00
laterph 010 0 Myersrf 1000
uggarrf 00 0 0 Profarrf 2000
foresdh 311 3 Moreland163 0 0 0
ongoria3b 2 0 0 1 Phamif 3110
rawfordss 30 0 0 Castroc 3110
2000 Garcia2b3b21 00
art ¢ 3000

otals 2553 4 Totals 26676
an Francisco olo 103 "o-5
Dieg 3-6

B TS . @, Garcia ¢ ) LoB-san
Francisco 3, San Diego 3. it (120,

Castro (5). HR—Flores (11), Tatls Jr (16),

Grisham (10). SB— Mateo 1).

R ER BB SO

an Francisco
amardzija 3 3 3 3 01
aragar 11 0002
arcia 1 0 0 0 01
Anﬁerson H2 % 1 0 0 1 1
v 0 0 0 0 0
ucnmdLOZBS35 B2 0303 11
1 2 1 1 4
0 0 0 01
% 2 3 3 2 2
3 0 0 0 0 0
1 0 0 0 1 2

Reds 7, Twins 2

Cincinnati Minnesota
ab r hbi ab r hbi
Akiyamalf 512 1 Keplerrf 4110
Castlinosrf 50 1 1 Donldson3b1 0 0 0
Vottolb 410 0 Adrianza3b4 0 11
Suarez3b 500 0 Cruzdh 3000
Moustkas2b 4 2 2 3 Wadelr, Pr 0000
Winkerdh 2100 0 Rosariolf 50 2 0
Garciapr-dh 01 0 0 Bux 3000
Senzelcf 411 0 Caveprcf 0000
alvis ss 132 San 3100
Barnhartc 30 0 0 Po\ancoss 4920
Gonvale 204 0 11
Totals 3679 7 Totals 35282
Cincinnati 000 220 0037
000—2

Minnesota

E—Sano_(5). LOB— chinpati 6, Min
nesota 11. 28— Akiyama (6), Adrianza (6),
Garver (1), Polanco (8). HR—Moustakas 2
(8), Galvis (7).

P H R ER BB SO
Cincinnati
Mahle 2% 03 11 2 4
Lorenzen W31 3% 3 1 1 1 4
arrett H6 o1 00 01
Sims H,5 00 0 0 2
Iglesias H,2 11 00 0 2
Miley 1 0 00 11
Minnesota
Berrios L5 5 5 4 4 27
Thielbar 2 0 00 00
2y 1 0 00 01
Colina p4 3320
Alcala 0 00

%
Sims_pitched to 1 batter in the 8t
HBP—Sims (Buxton). T—3:38.

NL leaders

INS—Ozuna, Atlanta, 17; Du-
va\l A(Ianta. 16; Betts, Los Andeles, 16;

Acuna ir, Atlanta, 14; Pollock, Los Ange:
Ies, 14; Myers, San Diego, 14; Castellanos,
Cincinnati, 14.

A—Bauer, Cincinnati, 1.73; Darvish,
Chicago, 2.01; Lamet, San Diego, 2.09;
Burnes, Milwaukee, 2.11; deGrom, New
ershar\‘rv, Lzog Angeles, 2.16;

3 p!
75; Davies, San Diego, 2.85; Castiilo,

2, 2.
Cihdinnatl 2.

sTRIKEouTs Bauer, Cincinnati, 100;
deG Ne vork, 94; Darvish, Chi-

ago, n Diego, 93; Aa.Nola,
Phlladelphla So: Bumes Milwaukee, 88!

Castillo, Cincinnati, Scherzer, Wash-
ington, 85; Gallen, Anzona. 82; Woodruff,
Milwaukee, 81.

SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 21
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JoHn Amis/AP

The Braves’ Freddie Freeman
celebrates at home plate after
hitting a winning two-run home
run during the 11th inning
against Boston on Friday.

Scorehoard

FROM PAGE 20
Braves 8, Red Sox 7 (11)

Miami New York

r hbi ab r hbi
Verdugorf 51 0 1 Acufiacf-rf43 11
Arroyo'ss 000 Abies2b 51 11
Martinezdh 4 1 1 0 Ozunadh 40 32
BradleyJr.cf4 3 1 1 Duvalllf 5000
Plaweckic 413 1 Swansonss6 0 11
Dalbec3b-1b3 0 1 1 Rileylb-3b 4 0 10
Lin If 200 0 Markakisrf4 1 10
Deversph-3b3 1 0 2 Inciartecf 2 1 00
Chavisb-if 30 0 0 Flowersc 30 10
Bogaertsph 0 0 0 0 Frmanph-lbl 1 1
uellolf 00 0 0 Hchvrria3b 4 1 10
Araiz2b 40 0 0 dArndph-c0 0 0 0
Totals 3876 6 Totals 428117
Boston 000 010 102 21-7
Atlant; 030 22-8

100 000
14), Hechavarria (3). LOB—
a 17. 2B—Ozuna (14),

SB Acuna)r (8). SF—Verdugo. S—Puello.

»P H R ER BB SO

Boston
5 4 1 1 2 6
Hernandez 1 0 0 0 1 1
/eber, H, 1 1 0 0 01
Brasier, BS, 0-2 1 3 3 2 11
arnes 1 0 0 0 21
Springs, L, 0-2,B5,0-1 1 3 4 2 11

Atlanta
Wright 6 2 2 2 3 4
0'Day B 0 0 0 0 0
Smitf 1 0 0 0 0 2
Melancon, BS, 11-13 1 2 21 20
Martin 1 2 2 1 11
Greene, W, 1-0 1 [] 1 0 10

T—3:59.
Dodgers 9, Angels 5
Los Angeles Los Angeles

al h bi ab r hbi
Fletcherss 51 2 0 Bettsrf 110
Walsh 1b 512 1 Seagerss 4100
Trout cf 411 3 Turner3b 3222
Rendon3b 4 0 2 0 Rios3b 2112
Pujols dh 4010 Muncylb 2120
Upton If 4111 I: 2010
Stassic 4010 hdh 4222
Ward rf 4010 Bellmgerd 3000
Rengifo2b 31 1 0 Pollocklf 3111
Sotopr2b 00 0 0 Pdrsnph-lf 10 11
Ohtaniph 10 0 0 Hrndz2b-1b4 0 1 0
A.Barnesc 40 00
385 5 Totals 36 912 8
Los Angeles (A) 003 110 000-5
Los Angeles (N) 101 130 12x—9

E—Seager 2 (8). DP—Los Angeles (A) 0,

Stassi (2), Hernandez (7). HR—Trout (17),
Walsh (9). Turner 2 (4). Pollock

umon (9), Wi
(1A) mlth (7), Rios (7). SB—Muncy (1),
Betts (
P H R ER BB SO
LosAngeles(A]
4 8 5 5 23
Rndeke L2-4 o101 1 01
Bedrosian 10 00 00
na 0 1 1.1 20
Buttrey 10 00 01
Mayers o2 o2 2 11
LosAngeles(N)
8 4 1 0 3
Graterolwlz 11 1100
McGee 10 00 0 2
KolarekH4 % 1 0 0 0 1
Floro H.4 Loooo0 0
Gonzalez H.2 oo
sen 0 0 1
Heaney pitched to 3 batters in the

ey
5th, Bedrosian pitched to 2 batters in the
7th, Pena pitched to 3 batters in the 7th,
Bultrey pitched to 2 batters in the 8th.

Roundup

Marlins, Reds, Astros lock up spots

Miami caps coronavirus- demmated season with flrst playoff berth since 2003

Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Marlins
clinched an improbable playoff
berth in their coronavirus-deci-
mated season, beating the New
York Yankees 4-3 in 10 innings
Friday night to seal a postseason
trip.

Miami earned its first postsea-
son trip since 2003 when it won
the World Series as the Florida
Marlins, capped by a Game 6
victory in the Bronx over Miami
owner Derek Jeter and his New
York teammates at the previous
version of Yankee Stadium.

The Marlins had the worst
record in the NL last year at 57-
105, then were beset by a virus
outbreak early this season that
prevented them from playing for
more than a week.

After Jesus Aguilar hit a sacri-
fice fly in the top of the 10th, Mar-
lins reliever Brandon Kintzler got
major league batting leader DJ
LeMahieu to ground into a game-
ending double play with the bases
loaded.

Miami players ran onto the
field, formed aline and exchanged
non-socially-distant hugs.

Miami is second in the NL East
at 30-28 and improved to 19-13 on
the road, The Marlins will play
34 road games due to the sched-
ule disruption caused by the
coronavirus.

The Yankees are assured of
playing the first round of the
playoffs on the road.

Reds 7, Twins 2: Mike Mousta-
kas homered twice, Freddy Galvis
hit a solo shot and visiting Cincin-
nati clinched its first playoff spot
since 2013, beating AL Central-
leading Minnesota.

The Reds (30-28), who can fin-
ish as high as the fifth seed in the
eight-team NL field, leaned on
their bullpen and raised their re-
cord to two games above .500 for
the first time since May 13, 2017.

The Twins failed to secure
home-field advantage for the wild-
card series, when Cleveland ral-
lied to beat Pittsburgh and forge
a second-place tie with Chicago
in the division race. Minnesota
leads the White Sox and Indians
by one game, with two to play.

Rangers 5, Astros 4 (10):
Houston clinched the final spot in
the AL playoffs, despite a 10-in-
ning loss at Texas, after the An-
gels lost to the Dodgers.

The Astros were a strike away
from clinching a franchise-best
fourth straight postseason berth
themselves when Ronald Guzman
hit a tying solo home run in the
bottom of the ninth inning for the
last-place Rangers, who stopped
a four-game losing streak.

Dodgers 9, Angels 5: Justin
Turner homered twice and AJ
Pollock, Will Smith and Edwin
Rios also went deep as the Dodg-
ers rallied to beat the Angels.

The loss mathematically elimi-
nated the Angels from postseason
contention, and gave the final

CoREY SiPKIN/AP

The Miami Marlins celebrate clinching a playoff berth after their win in the 10th inning Friday against

New York at Yankee Stadium.

AL playoff spot to the Houston
Astros.

The Angels’ hopes had rested
on sweeping the Dodgers in the
Freeway Series and Houston los-
mg its final three games.

Braves 8, Red Sox 7 (11):
Freddie Freeman hit a two-run
homer to lead off the 11th inning
and host Atlanta beat Boston to
clinch the No. 2 seed in the Na-
tional League playoffs.

Freeman’s homer off Jeffrey
Springs (0-2) drove in Ender In-
ciarte, who started the inning on
second base, and bolstered the
Braves slugger’s case for the NL
MVP Award.

Ronald Acuna Jr. hit the longest
homer in the majors this season
— 495 feet to the top of the left-
field seats — to lead off the game.

Indians 4, Pirates 3: Cesar
Hernandez ripped an RBI double
into the right-field corner with
two outs in the ninth inning as
Cleveland rallied for its third its
hopes alive for winning the AL
Central.

Tyler Naquin drew a leadoff
walk off Chris Stratton (2-1) and
pinch-hitter Jordan Luplow hit
an RBI double high off the wall
in left. Delino DeShields — who

Canha hit a two-out, two-run
home run in the 10th inning, lift-
ing host Oakland over Seattle.

The A’s (35-22) moved past the
Minnesota Twins (35-23) in the
race for the second seed in the
AL. Oakland had lost three of
four and five of 11.

Giants 5-5, Padres 4-6: Trent
Grisham hit a game-ending,
three-run homer with one out in
the seventh inning, lifting San
Diego to a doubleheader split with
host San Francisco after ace Di-
nelson Lamet left the game with
an apparent injury.

Projected No. 1 playoff starter
Lamet became the second Pa-
dres pitcher to go down injured
in three games. No update was
given before the game ended.

Fernando Tatis Jr. homered for
the first time since Sept. 6 with
a two-run drive in the third, but
Lamet’s injury in the top of the
fourth left the Padres bench look-
ing dejected.

The Giants (29-29) dropped
back after Cincinnati (30-28)
clinched its first playoff berth
since 2013 with a victory at Min-
nesota. The Marlins (30-28) also
secured a postseason spot.

Di 11, Re

broke up Pittsburgh’s no-hit bid
with a bunt single in the seventh
— hit an RBI single one out later.
After Francisco Lindor lined out,
it was Hernandez’s turn to be a
hero, and after he delivered, he
was chased around the infield by
his celebrating teammates.

Rays 6, Phillies 4: Joey Wendle
had a go-ahead, two-run single in
the eighth inning and AL East
champion Tampa Bay rallied to
hurt visiting Philadelphia’s play-
off hopes.

The Rays are looking to finish
with the AL’s best record for the
second time, after topping the
league in 2010.

Bryce Harper had a tri-
ple and drove in two runs for
Philadelphia,which fell two games
behind second-place Miami in
the NL East and also trailed in
the wide-open wild-card race.

Athletics 3, Mariners 1: Mark

a
0-5: Josh VanMeter hit a three-
run homer, David Peralta and
Tim Locastro both had three hits
and host Arizona earned a dou-
bleheader sweep over Colorado.

The Diamondbacks have won
four straight games on their
homestand. Zac Gallen struck out
a career-high 10 in six innings to
lead Arizona in the opener.

Colorado’slossin the firstgame,
coupled with other results Friday
night, eliminated the Rockies
from playoff contention.

Blue Jays 10, Orioles 5: Ran-
dal Grichuk and Travis Shaw
homered, Nate Pearson returned
from an elbow injury to pitch
1% scoreless innings and play-
off-bound Toronto beat visiting
Baltimore.

Shaw narrowly missed a mul-
tihomer game, hitting a double in
the seventh that struck the top of
the wall in right field and bounced

back into play.

The Blue Jays are assured of at
least a wild card and could still
edge out New York for second
place in the AL East.

Brewers 3-1, Cardinals 0-9:
Daniel Ponce de Leon pitched one-
hit ball for six innings, Tommy
Edman hit a two-run homer and
St. Louis earned a doubleheader
split against Milwaukee.

In the opener, Christian Yelich
homered and Brent Suter com-
bined with Devin Williams and
Josh Hader on a five-hitter for the
Brewers in a 3-0 win.

Both teams are among the
seven NL clubs still vying for
three available postseason spots.
Milwaukee is two games behind
St. Louis, which opened the day in
second place in the NL Central.

The top two teams in each divi-
sion advance to the playoffs. The
Brewers and Cardinals are also
in contention for the two NL wild
cards up for grabs as they finish
the season with this five-game
series.

Royals 3, Tigers 2: Brad Keller
threw six scoreless innings, Adal-
berto Mondesi had three hits and
an RBI as host Kansas City held
off Detroit.

Keller (5-3) gave up four singles
and struck out five in six innings.
The eighth-round draft pick in
2013 closed out the season allow-
ing one run in 33 innings pitched
at home.

Cubs 10, White Sox O: Yu
Darvish pitched seven strong in-
nings for his NL-leading eighth
win, Willson Contreras homered
twice and the Cubs moved to the
brink of clinching the NL Central
title by pounding the crosstown
White Sox.

Victor Caratini, Kyle Schwarber
and Javier Baez also went deep
as the Cubs used the long ball to
break out of an offensive funk
and end a three-game losing
streak. They reduced their magic
number for securing the divi-
sion crown to one game after St.
Louis split a doubleheader with
Milwaukee.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL/FRENCH OPEN

CarLos OsoRIo/AP

Miami of Ohio wide receiver Jack Sorenson, right, attempts to catch a pass as Central Michigan
defensive lineman LaQuan Johnson defends dunng the ﬁrst half of the Mld-Amencan Conference

championship game on Dec. 7 in Delmit The

have a six-game foothall season,

all 10 major

d Friday that it will

fe will play this fall.

MAC returns with 6-game
season heginning Nov. 4

By RavLpu D. Russo
Associated Press

The Mid-American Confer-
ence, the first major college foot-
ball league to postpone its season
because of the pandemic, became
the final one to jump back in,
making it 10 out of 10 conferences
that will play in the fall.

‘The risk of college foothall spreading
the virus is much less than the risk of
fraternity parties or off-campus parties or
concerts that are happening. 7

Dr. Amesh Adalja

Infectious disease expert at Johns Hopkins University Center for Health Security

History: Nadal admits
conditions are ‘difficult’

FROM BACK PAGE

He spoke Friday in Paris about
what “probably are the most diffi-
cult conditions for me ever in Ro-
land Garros” — a lack of matches
in 2020; a new brand of tennis
balls (“super slow, heavy”); cool-
er weather and plenty of rain in
the forecast.

“But you know what?” Nadal
said. “I am here to fight and to
play with the highest intensity
possible.”

Asked recently about the possi-
bility of catching the 39-year-old
Federer, out for the rest of the sea-
son after a pair of operations on
his right knee, Nadal expressed a
sentiment he’s uttered before.

Climbing the Grand Slam list,
Nadal said, is “not an obsession at

“I know that you put a lot of at-
tention on all of this,” he replied
when the topic was raised last
week at the Italian Open, Nadal’s
first tournament since Febru-
ary because of the coronavirus
pandemic.

“Of course I would love to fin-
ish my career with 25, but (that’s)
something that probably will not
happen. I'm going to keep fight-
ing to produce chances, and then
when I finish my career, let’s see,
no?” he said. “I just want to keep
enjoying tennis. And that’s it. If I
am playing well, I know I normal-
ly have my chances. If not, going
to be impossible. That’s it.”

There is, of course, another
great of the game playing during
this era and, like Nadal, gaining
on Federer.

That would be No. 1-ranked
Novak Djokovic, who had won
five of seven major titles to raise
his total to 17 before being dis-
qualified at the U.S. Open for

As university pre in the
Big Ten, Pac-12 and Mountain
West have done over the past 10
days, MAC leaders on Friday
voted unanimously to reverse
their August decision to push
football to spring. The MAC will
instead open its season Nov. 4.

Just like the other conferences
returning to fall ball, the MAC
cited advancements in COVID-
19 antigen testing as key to the
change of direction. The confer-
ence will begin testing athletes
four times per week, starting Oct
S

If all goes well, by the first
weekend of November, there will
be college football from coast to
coast. That seemed highly un-
likely throughout much of the
summer as the United States
struggled to contain a virus that
has killed more than 200,000 peo-
ple across the country.

The pandemic is still not under
control in many states, but col-
lege football will go on in front
of empty stadiums or limited
attendance.

“The risk of college football
spreading the virus is much less
than the risk of fraternity par-
ties or off-campus parties or con-
certs that are happening,” said
Dr. Amesh Adalja, an infectious

disease expert and senior scholar
at the Johns Hopkins University
Center for Health Security. “The
risk is much more for coronavi-
rus off the field than it is on the
field.”

The MACtion will start on a
Wednesday, of course, and the
championship game will be
played Dec. 18 or 19. A full sched-
ule will be released later, along
with the conference’s full medi-
cal protocols.

“Our decisions, in August and
again today, have been guided
by an overriding concern for the
well-being of the student athletes,
institutions, and the community
at large,” Commissioner Jon
Steinbrecher said. “Our medical
advisory group, presidents, direc-
tors of athletics, and others, have
worked hard to develop a plan
that provides the opportunity for
student athletes to compete.”

Northern Illinois athletic di-
rector Sean Frazier, who along
with NIU’s president pushed
hard for the postponement, said
he felt good about the MAC’s new
protocols.

“No one was more hesitant
than me,” he said. But, he added,
the MAC’s doctors and experts

“made me a believer.”

The MAC, a 12-school league of
mostly Midwestern schools with
relatively small athletic budgets,
postponed all fall sports on Aug.
8. Within a few days, the Moun-
tain West, Big Ten and Pac-12
had done the same.

Six conferences, including the
Southeastern, Atlantic Coast and
Big 12, held firm but the major
college football season started
Labor Day weekend with 40% of
the teams that play at the high-
est level of Division I having an-
nounced they would sit it out.
There have already been plenty
of disruptions to the schedule, but
the SEC started Saturday, the Big
Ten is set to kickoff Oct. 24 and
the Pac-12 on Nov. 7.

Even independent Massachu-
settssaid earlier this week it would
attempt to play a small schedule
this fall. Of 130 Bowl Subdivi-
sion programs, only UConn, New
Mexico State and Old Dominion
remain on the sideline.

The Mountain West plans to
start football on Oct. 24 and play
an eight-game season. It an-
nounced a deal with Quest Diag-
nostics to provide antigen testing
capabilities to its schools.

accid Ily hitting a line judge
with a ball while walking to a
changeover.

In this oddest of years, the
Grand Slam season will draw-
ing to a close in France; the clay-
court major was postponed from
May until now because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

“Roland Garros is the last
Slam, the last opportunity of

this season. So we all know who
the main favorite is there: Obvi-
ously, it’s Nadal. And everything
that he has achieved there, los-
ing maybe a couple matches in
his entire career on that court ...
is probably the most impressive
record that anybody has on any
court,” Djokovic said. “So, yeah,
of course you would put him right
Lhere in front as a favorite to win
it

For the record: Nadal has won
93 of 95 matches in the French
Open and his last 21 in a row.

So what makes him so domi-
nant there?

“He’s an unbelievably great
tennis player. Probably on clay, a
little bit better than on the other
surfaces,” Thiem said. “He'’s
left-handed, which makes it very
uncomfortable. And then his fore-
hand, the topspin on the clay, it’s
cruel to play.”

Thiem takes notes and hopes to
emulate aspects of Nadal’s game.

So do others.

In Rome, for example, two-time
Grand Slam champion Simona
Halep and one of her coaches, Ar-
temon Apostu-Efremov, caught
one of Nadal’s training sessions.

“We were watching the way he
hits the ball, the acceleration, the
energy he has on the court and
the way he practices 100%. It’s
always an inspiration,” Apostu-
Efremov said.

“This dedication on the court
and focus on court,” he said, “it’s
something that, for sure, could be
transferred to Simona.”

Nadal wound up losing his third
match in Italy, which is neither
ideal form nor the sort of prep
work he is accustomed to ahead
of Roland Garros.

Still, Nadal at the French Open
is unlike anyone else, anywhere
else.

“Regardless of how he feels,
I'm sure he’ll find a way,” said
Stefanos Tsitsipas, a 2019 Aus-
tralian Open semifinalist seeded
No. S in Paris. “He always finds
a way, every single year. Clay is
his surface. I'm sure he’s going to
do well.”

AP sports writer Andrew Dampf in
Rome contributed to this report.

Craupe Paris/AP

Spain’s Rafael Nadal, 34, can tie Roger Federer for most-ever major
titles at 20 by claiming his 13th French Open championship.
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The Boston Celtics’ Jayson Tatum, left, is defended by the Miami Heat’s Andre Iguodala during the
second half of an the Eastern Conference finals Friday in Lake Buena Vista, Fla.

Celtics avoid elimination
by topping Heat in Game 5

By Tim REYNOLDS
Associated Press

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla.
— Their season saved for at least
two more days, Boston coach Brad
Stevens offered the most succinct
assessment of his Celtics.

“We’re prideful,” Stevens said.

Celtic Pride. It was on display
Friday night — when Jayson
Tatum and his teammates an-
nounced very loudly that they’re
not ready to see the world that
exists outside the NBA’s restart
bubble quite yet.

Tatum had 31 points and 10 re-
bounds, Jaylen Brown added 28
points and the Celtics shook off
a slow first half to top the Miami
Heat 121-108 in Game S of the
Eastern Conference finals and
stave off elimination.

“Our deal was to come out and
play, come out and compete, give
it our best shot and I thought we
played pretty well in the second
half,” Stevens said. “But we’re
going to have to do it again and
again because of the position
we're in.”

The Heat lead the series 3-2,
with Game 6 on Sunday.

Daniel Theis had 15 points and
13 rebounds for the Celtics, who
trailed by 12 early but outscored
Miami 41-25 in the third quarter
and never looked back. Kemba
Walker scored 15 points, Mar-
cus Smart had a 12-point, eight-
rebound, eight-assist night and
Gordon Hayward scored 10 for
the Celtics.

Goran Dragic scored 23 points
before fouling out with 4:27 left
for Miami, which got 20 from
Duncan Robinson.

“It’s certainly not going to be
easy,” Robinson said. “We’ve got

NBA scoreboard

Playoffs
CONFERENCE FINALS
(Best-uf-seven, x-if necessary)
astern Conference
liami 3, Boston 2
Miami 117, Boston 114, OT

n, mi
Miami 112, Boston 109

Friday: Boston 121, Miami 108
Sunday: Games(AFN Sports, 1:30 a.m.
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Friday
Celtics 121, Heat 108

Butler 5-11 7-8 17, Crowder 5-

0:00, Herro 6-12 0-0 14. Totals 39-86

2529 108,
BOSTON — Brown 12-23 0-1 28, Tatum
§221214 31 Theis 6-10 3-4 15, Smart 3-

a. war\amaker 1-10-0 2. Totals 2293 25-

*\iami 26 32 25 25-108

Boston 18 33 41 29-121

Three-Point Goals—Miami 7-36 (Rob-
inson 3-11, Herro 2-5, Olynyk 1-2, Draglc
1-7, Butler 0-2, Iguodala 0-3, Crowder 0-
6), Boston 12-38 (Brown 4-10, Walker 3-6,
Tatum 3-10, Smart 2-5, Theis 0-2, Hay-
ward 0-4). Fouled Out—Miami 1 (Drag\c),
unds—Miami 38 (Ade-

sists—Miami 27 (Adebayo, Bt

ton 29 (Smart 8). Total Fouls—Miami 29,
Boston 23.

to band together to do difficult
things.”

Jimmy Butler scored 17, Tyler
Herro and Jae Crowder each had
14 and Bam Adebayo 13 for the
Heat — which could get nothing
to fall from three-point range.

Miami was 7-for-36 from be-
yond the arc, now shooting 24.8%
on threes in its last 13 quarters —
after shooting 38.3% on those in
the playoffs before that drought.

“Boston played great in that
second half,” Heat coach Erik
Spoelstra said. “They deserved
and earned what they got. We un-
derstand how tough it is to win in
the playoffs. We did not compete
hard enough defensively and we
paid the price for that. But you
do have to credit Boston. They
played with great force.”

Brown made back-to-back
threes in the fourth quarter to
turn an eight-point lead into a
103-89 margin with 8:05 left, and
things weren’t in doubt again. He
turned to blow a kiss to the Heat
bench after the second of those
threes, reminiscent of something
Herro did during his 37-point
barrage in Game 4.

Game on. Series on.

“It’s not going to be perfect,”
Tatum said. “You just want to
give yourself a chance.”

The opening minutes didn’t
go according to plan for Boston,
which missed 11 of its first 12
shots, committed four turnovers
in that dismal stretch to make
matters even worse, and got into
a17-5 hole early.

But the Celtics weathered all
that and, even after shooting only
40% in the first half, only trailed
58-51 at the break — never lead-
ing, but never letting Miami get
too far removed from view.

The Heat scored the first bas-
ket of the third quarter. The next
few minutes were all Celtics.

They went on a 13-0 run over a
stretch of only 3:06 to turn a nine-
point deficit into a 64-60 lead, and
the game changed just that fast.

Watt brothers set
for family reunion

By KRisTIE RIEKEN
AND WILL GRAVES
Associated Press

Growing up in Wisconsin, the
sibling rivalry between the Watt
brothers had no boundaries. Out
front playing roller hockey. In the
backyard playing football. Mini-
baseball in the basement. Even
the kitchen table at grandma’s
was not immune.

As kids, J.J., T.J. and Derek
would spend hours at their
grandmother’s house, sipping
their “special drink” of Sprite
and cranberry juice in sippy cups
while playing gin rummy, where
their great-grandmother offered
proof the family’s competitive
streak runs deep. Really deep.

“Great grandma, even when
she was 100 years old, takes no
prisoners,“ said J.J., the star de-
fensive end for the Houston Tex-

ns. “When that’s the attitude of
your 100-, 101-year-old (great-)
grandma, it kind of trickles down
throughout the whole family.”

On Sunday, the Watt brothers
will play a much higher stakes
game when J.J.s Texans look to
avoid an 0-3 start as they visit
Derek and T.J.’s undefeated Steel-
ers (2-0). It will be just the second
time since 1927 that three broth-
ers w1ll appear in the same NFL

“It s incredible. It’s special,”
said J.J., at 31 the oldest of the
bunch. “It’s a testament to our
parents and everything that they
did and all the people in our lives
- our coaches, our trainers, every-
body who helped us get here. It’s
going to be very, very cool.”

If not exactly warm and fuzzy.
J.J. is actually looking for a bit
of payback against Derek after
something the fullback did last
season when he played for the
Chargers in a loss to the Texans.

“I won the game so it doesn’t
matter, but yeah, he tossed a chip
in the ribs,” J.J. said. “That’s

what he does. He’s a pesky little
fullback. He sticks his elbow in
your ribs as you're pass rushing
and then he goes on his way. We’ll

see what happens on Sunday.”

Derek, the middle brother at 27,
laughed at the memory and ex-
pects to have a run-in or two with
big brother’s familiar No. 99.

“1 think I got him pretty good
and he tried to play a spin move
with it,” said Derek, who signed
a three-year deal with the Steel-
ers in March. “But I am sure if he
finds an opportunity this game he
will definitely try to get me back
for it. But I don’t see him going
out of his way, that’s for sure.”

That would simply be against
the Watt way. John and Connie
Watt instilled in their sons at
a young age the importance of
selfless hard work. They shooed
them out of the house in Pewau-
kee, Wisconsin — about a half-
hour west of Milwaukee — and
the three boys became the de
facto sports commissioners of the
neighborhood.

“We were trying to get as many
people, as many kids in the com-
munity to come over our house
and play as many sports as we
possibly could,” said T.J., the
baby of the bunch at 26.

Some things never change. The
Watts spent a portion of their off-
season co-hosting a game show
called “Ultimate Tag,” and are
currently starring in a series of
Subway commercials featuring
mom and dad.

Yet even as their stars have
risen — as tends to happen when
you're a three-time Defensive
Player of the Year like J.J., or a
2019 All-Pro with a rapidly grow-
ing reputation as one of the best
outside linebackers in the NFL in
T.J. — their private lives remain
relatively simple. Their group
chats focus on Derek’s son Logan,
J.J. complaining about the heat in
Houston; and T.J. being well, T.J.,
but staying as quiet as possible.

Considering how much his chat-
terbox older brothers talk, maybe
it’s fitting T.J. is practically a
monk by comparison. Or maybe
it’s just a byproduct of constant-
ly having to prove yourself in a
house stuffed with testosterone.

JouN CorpEes/AP

Houston Texans defensive end J.J. Watt, left, stands next to his
brother, San Diego Chargers fullback Derek Watt, after the Texans
beat the Los Angeles Chargers 27-20 on Sept. 22, 2019. The
three Watt brothers will share the field for the first time ever on
Sunday when J.J. and the Texans visit T.J., Derek and the Steelers.



STARS AND STRIPES Sunday, September 27, 2020

SPORTS

* FRENCH OPEN

Nadal closes in on Federer, record

By Howarp FENDRICH
Associated Press

or all of the many qualities contributing

to Rafael Nadal’s unprecedented superi-

ority at the French Open — the bullwhip

of a high-bouncing lefty forehand, the re-

flex returns, the cover-every-corner ath-
leticism, the endless energy and grit — there’s one
element that stands above all the rest.

According to the opponent Nadal beat in the last
two finals in Paris, anyway.

“You go into the match knowing that even your
best tennis, even if you play it over three, four hours,
might not be enough. I mean, if you do it, you maybe
have a little chance, but you have to go to your limit
on every single rally, every single point,” Dominic

Celtics down Heat in Game 5, stave off elimination

Thiem, who won the U.S. Open less than two weeks
ago, told The Associated Press.

“That makes it not easy to go into the mat
Thiem said. “And that’s the mental part, I gues:

When main-draw competition begins Sunday at
Roland Garros, Thiem and every other player in
the men’s bracket will be pursuing Nadal as the 34-
year-old from Spain pursues history.

If Nadal manages to claim a 13th French Open
championship — extending his own record for the
most singles trophies won by anyone at any major
tennis tournament — he would, more significantly,
also collect his 20th Grand Slam title overall, tying
Roger Federer’s record for a man.

Nadal’s tally elsewhere: four U.S. Opens, two
Wimbledons, one Australian Open.
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If Spain’s Rafael Nadal
manages to claim a
13th French Open
championship, he’ll
collect his 20th Grand
Slam title overall, tying
Roger Federer’s record.

PETR Davip Josek / AP
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With 18 major titles to his credit, Serbia’s Novak Djokovic is just
one behind Nadal and two behind Switzerland’s Federer, who is
skipping the French Open because of surgery on his knee.
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